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FEE9 Operation Sindoor showed terrorinindia  US Judge bars Trump

Forest fire
trigger
landmine
blasts along
LoC in
Poonch

MENDHAR/JAMMU,
May 23 (Agencies): Sev-
eral landmines exploded
due to a forest fire along
the Line of Control (LoC)
in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Poonch district on
Friday, official sources
said. No loss of life was
reported.

A forest fire broke out
near LoC and spread to
a large chunk of moun-
tainous area in the
Krishna Ghati sector,

they said.
Due to the forest fire,
several landmines

exploded in the area, but
there was no loss of life
or injury to anyone, they
added.

Army and forest depart-
ment officials along with
locals are making efforts
to extinguish the fire.

Narco-
Terrorism
Case: State
investigation
agency
conducts
raid in
Poonch

POONCH, May 23
(Agencies): The State
Investigation Agency
(SIA) on Friday raided a
premises in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict in connection with
a narco-terrorism case,
official sources said.

The raids were con-
ducted in police line belt
of Sailan area, they said.

According to sources,
the raid on house of
Zameer Sheikh was
linked to an investigation
into a narco-terrorism
funding case.

The SIA is probing
alleged financial links
between terrorist organ-
isations and individuals
or groups in the region.

Sheikh’'s residence
was searched for evi-
dence, and the agency
is analysing seized
materials as part of their
ongoing investigation,
they said.

ED Raids
against
Jaypee
Infratech,
Others inrs
12,000-cr
fraud case

NEW DELHI, May
23 (Agencies): The
Enforcement Director-
ate on Friday conduct-
ed searches at multiple
locations as part of a
money laundering probe
against Jaypee

ETurntopage 9

fully sponsored by Pakistan: Amit Shah

NEW DELHI, May 23
(Agencies): Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday said Operation
Sindoor has exposed
the fact that terrorism
in India is fully Pakistan
sponsored.

Delivering the Rustamiji
Memorial Lecture organ-
ised by the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) on the
occasion of its 22nd
investiture ceremony, he
also said that the border
guarding force has
proved its mettle during
Operation Sindoor and
did not allow nefarious
Pakistani activities.

“Operation Sindoor
has exposed that terror

BSF

ism in India is abso-
lutely Pakistan spon-
sored,” he said.

The home minister
said the Indian armed
forces first hit the terror
bases in Pakistan but it

was the Pakistan Army
that responded by trying
to attack India.

“We launched Oper-
ation Sindoor and
destroyed nine terrorist
camps. It is important to

“Duty of elected representative to reach
out to people,” Omar Abdullah lauds visits

of TMC delegation, Rahul Ga
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SRINAGAR, May 23
(Agencies): Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah stated on
Friday that Lok Sabha
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LoP Rahul Gandhi will
visit Poonch tomorrow.

“Yes, he will visit
Poonch. He will meet
the people there and

ndhi

express his sympathies.
| am thankful to the TMC
for initiating it. Five of
their members came
here and visited by road.
They visited Poonch,
and they are now in
Rajouri. Then will visit
Jammu. It is good that
they came here and are
listening to the people.
And we feel that some
people are standing
with us in such difficult
times,” he said.
Jammu and Kashmir
ETurntopage 9
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TMC delegation visits shelling-hit
Rajouri, Slams Centre for ‘Neglecting’
border areas
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RAJOURI/JAMMU,

May 23 (Agencies): A
five-member TMC del-
egation that visited the
cross-border shelling-hit
Rajouri district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Friday
slammed the govern-
ment for neglecting the
families living in border
areas.

The delegation mem-
bers said they were
returning with “broken
hearts” after witness-
ing the human tragedy
caused by Pakistani
shelling and expressed
solidarity with the
people.

The region witnessed
heightened artillery

shelling about two
weeks ago following
the rise in tensions with
Pakistan after India car-
ried out precision strikes
on nine terror hubs in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK)
on May 7 in response to
the Pahalgam attack.
mTurn to page 9

Srinagar burglary solved, Stolen gold
and alto car seized: Police

SRINAGAR, May 23
(Agencies): A major theft
case reported from the
Nishat area of Srinagar
in February has been
solved by police, result-
ing in the arrest of three
suspects and the recov-
ery of stolen gold items
worth nearly Rs 9 lakh.

The breakthrough

followed a complaint
lodged on February 19
by Ghulam Qadir, a resi-
dent of Pati Brein, who
reported a burglary at
his home in which gold
ornaments were stolen.
Police Station Nishat
registered an FIR and
launched a comprehen-
sive investigation.

Through sustained
efforts, analysis of clues,
and the use of digital
surveillance, the inves-
tigating team identified
three suspects: Hafiz
Ganie of Shallbugh
Ganderbal, Bilal Ahmad
Ganie of Asham Sumbal
Bandipora, and Bilal

=Turn to page 9

note that we didn’t target
the Pakistan Army instal-
lations, civilians or air
base,” he said.

“We targeted the ter-
rorists, but Pakistan took
it on itself and proved
that it was Pakistan
sponsored terrorism,”
Shah said.

“They dared to target
our civilians but couldn’t
succeed in front of our
air defence system. In
response to which, we
targeted their air base
and introduced our strik-
ing capability to them,”
the home minister said.

He said in 2014, the
BJP government was

formed and an
mTurn to page 9

~administration to detain,
deport international students

-

NEW YORK, May
23 (Agencies): Hours
after the Department
of Homeland Security
striped Harvard Univer-
sity ‘s ability to enroll

foreign students, a
federal judge on Thurs-
day termed the govern-
ment’s actions likely
unlawful and destabi-
lizing, therefore issuing

a sweeping injunction
temporarily barring the
Trump administration’s
attempts to detain or
deport international stu-
dents whose visas were
revoked earlier this year,
The New York Times

reported.
Appointed by the
former president

George Bush, Judge
Jeffrey White of the
US District Court for
the Northern District of
California sharply criti-
cized the administra-
tion’s approach, writing
in a 21-page opinion that
federal officials

mTurnto page 9

Wreath-Laying ceremony held for soldier

martyred in

JAMMU, May 23
(Agencies): Chief of Staff
of White Knight Corps
Major General Shailen-
dra Singh on Friday led
the wreath-laying cere-
mony for Sepoy Gaykar
Sandip Pandurang,
who was martyred in an
encounter with terrorists
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district.
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The ceremony was
held at the military hos-
pital in Jammu before
his mortal remains were
dispatched to his home-
town for the last rites.

Major General Singh,
along with other Army
ranks, police, BSF, and
civilian officials laid
wreaths on the tricolour-
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, May 23, 2025

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sh Chuni
Lal Bhat S/o Late Damodhar Bhat origi-
nally Rfa Kanipora, Sonawari Distt.
Bandipora at present Snnagar Kmr.

The mouming will be held af Jammu at the
residence of Avtar Krishan Bhat, Sharda| _—
Colony, Patoli Brahmna. o :
Tonth Day Keiye Wil be hisldal Mothl Gt - Ll Eat
near Direclorate of School Education on 268-5-2025 at 8.30 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Desha Bhat “Wife

sSumit Bhal -Son

Doora Dhar -Bhabi

Avtar Krishan Bhat & Girja Bhat -Brother & Bhabhi

R L Bhat & Dazy Bhat -Brother & Bhabhi

Samast Bhat & Raina Parivar

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

Viith profownd gred and sorrow, - We regral o infoam ==
ihe aad damise of Sdrm. Manjeet Kawr J1 W by [ :
5. Hhem Singh Sudan Presently sesiding a% Maar vj‘ v
Dewa palace Pres! Nagar Who |ef for her haavenly ',-F" -
aboche on 16t May 2025, i

Katha tme G0 1o 7ol imm 10 kay to 2 May k2o
at cur residence Near [va Palace Prest Magar
Jamm

Antim Ardas wil ba pedormed as per given pro-
gram!-
Aarambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib: 33 Bay 2025
{Frilay} B 30 AM al owr resikbance, naar Dava Palace
Freat Magar Bhog Shd Akhand Path Sahlib: 25ih
May 2025 (3unday) 10000 AM a1 cur reskiancs.
Kirtan and Antim Ardas ai Gerodwara Gurg Angad
e ji Prsel Magar 1030 am 8 1200 Moan.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Misiry 5. Kham Singh Sudan {Husband)

&, Arvindes Singh Sanju

5. Gurpreal Singh Honay {Sen|

Sdn, Rupmder Kaur [Daughtor)

Sain, Sukvinder Kaur & Harbhagan Singh {Daughter & Son= in-lzw)
Contact Mo 9018145533, 7051126087

TENTH DAY | KRIYA | PRAYER MEETING

‘ih prabund grial and sorow aa infom Pe 593 and unmedy Smesa ol
i Delnver Skl Naninder Sata@ Solaw She Brender Mah Saaya
{Ttardy|. Orignal resdent of Chekrd mafsala Habbnicrdal Snmjpe
and wem resdng al 112 Hew Soyn Bron Aperimend 4%, 7 Exionmon
Dwhi-11 (). Prasenfyat]1 C Sanchar Lok Aperiment 108 P Exierason
Dwhi 11 002

Thie 18 Day wel ba partormad Chiota Handiar Muradmages, HP o 5
5005 o 70N A

PRAYER BEETMG wil be hald on 256 May 225 fom 100 FM e 500
Pl g OO Dastrsuld Saddodus, e nensona Cesla 40 Blaa T
osdlar Marg New Deth 110003

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY

Emi Gasia Safaym - Wikl

Sm. Swesly SAlEya - Bhabhe (0o Cate e Sund SaleE |

Shn Sddhash Satg - Bon

Shri Chatlany a & Smd. Surbhi Sabvyn: (Sen & Desghier-reLaw |
Shri Dvuw Sataya- Bon of Lat T8n Sund Satiya

Sters and Beothaes- Imlaw:-

Sl Law Sheela Sobrye and S5 Tey $ehen #haa

5mi_Law Shemh Tickoa ard S Amndor Teosoo

St Urmla Solays and Shel Tabbvan Pondia

Sri. Sunita Kmil and Late Sori Rapador Kaul

Gl Sadrm Kaud gl Ser Supt Kaud

Gr andaughier - Miseke Saina

Samast farvars:

Al Sefaya’s. Huchmo™s . Pandie’s. Kiosi's, Tickoo's, Pandita’s, Kau™ (Malla). Kachmo's

Garyalfy, Hauls, Adali'e Zalpur’s, Thaploos, Walk's, Rapais

Az romembered by -

Wichiahi and Mepndes Bamanshu and Tanv, Rate! and Rasts | Neha iedfckosh, ki, 5ol Tafuagal sod Shosan
Mot BT HHIES

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sormow we
regrel o inform the untimely and sad
demise of our beloved Sh. Bushan Lal
Warikoo Sfo Lt Dina MNath Wankoo
originally fraom Laloshashgary Bagn!
Hyderpora Budgam Kashmir presantly .
residing at H.No. 32 Sec. B-1 Gali No. \
02 Lane Mo, 04 Laximi Puram Chinora
Bantalab Jammu on 15-05-2025.
Tenth Day will be held at Muthi Ghat
near Directorate of School Education on
24-058-2025 at 8.00 am.

Grief Stricken

Smt. Nimmi Warikoo- Wife

Smt. Sunita Zutshi & Sh. Vinod Zutshi- Daughter & Son-in-Law
Smit. Jai Kishori Warikoo Wio Lt. Krishen Lal Warkoo - Bhabhi
aml Usha Jee & 5h. Praboo Jee Warikoo- Bhabhi & Brother
Samast Raina's, Warikoos, Aima's, Nagaib's, Bhat's

Ph.: 9697275275, 9796446568, T006168452

Sdrn. Manjeet Kaur Ji

Shri Marinder Sataya

Sh. Bushan Lal
Warikoo

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With praforsd gref and soirow, we mgn B nilkarm the urlsely
demss of o belbwed Sunamika Wi Sh, Ashilsh RaEns.
Oeiginaly Fowm KPP Read, Ararlang, preseclly ssdding i
Viginia, USA, whems abe ksl us on May 15, 2025,

Condolence = bang Bek! # HKo AP, Sackhoi-7. EWS
Cakry, Lowet Foop Nager, near Green Land Palesce, Jamm,
The Tenth Day Kriya witl ba padformed on 24.5 2025 {Selusday)
&l § A Al MUk GRal Nas Dieclor Schood Educaion dapas-
snend JammL

Grial Strichan:

Eh. Aabasash Rama - Husband

Anaya Faina - Deughter

Parardn-ind ey

Smil. Kshni Ko and Sh. Ashak Raina

Liri by @l Auanty

h, T.M, Bhal

Sl Kundarn Faina

Sl Wiy Fodeclar and Mre M. Folec]

Gl Anha Feaina

Sml Uisha Kiran and Mr. Bal & Rasdan

Gl Bunfa Aainaand Sh Boehan Raing

Semil. Annapurys Rainas and Sh. Bansi Lal Fsine
BEhabis arel Bmothems

Wakasha Rama dand D Parks Foina

Or. Rinkoo Pendie ard Dr. Pakash Raina
Wigha Mumbi and Dr. Sagar Rang.

Shipn Fama and Vishal Hama

Rva Rana and Sahi Bann

Anpesiha Raing and Rabmder Rana

Poeena =ind Adabay

Sunamika

Agitva Rrrna {Brother)

Bt Famia [Slsber)

Children: Riddh, Rizhik\Varshikn, Yabbow
Riyaan, Powvya and Mym.

SEAMAST RAIMA (GUZARNANT PABVAR
AND ALL NEARS AND DEARS.
S4IR1R5E5T3, DATR2ENGEZ, B4N9MRE0F0
B4 18038 155

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

With peafoond gnef and soomw we ar godng o mionm E

o Bakved lnther 5 Budh Singh (Retd Indian Mawy) E.h
Lake 5. Him Singh, expred on 16-05-2025.

Blwng and Aalim Andas w il be parleimed &8 pat phadiamims
gear baiow !

Aramb S Akhand Path Sahib: Stedng: 830 AWM on
220525 Tharsday &l o hama Nansk Chall Katkia

Bleag Sri Akhand Path Sahih: 820 AN Axtes B000 AN on
24-0I5-25 {5 g reday]

ANTIM ARDAS wil be petifmed &l Curudwata Singh
Sabha, Man Bazar, Kahua fom 10 AM b 1Z AM on
240528, and Gurd Ka Langar il be sarved.

GRIEF STERICKEN:

Bons & Daughters<ndaw:

5 Sewn Singh &.lagreap Kawr (Ramer Sabwnr)

B Davvncar Singh & Kararpeal Kour [RD.D)

& ARl Sirgh & Sharan Bour (A5 JHP)

Doughies & Sons-n-dawc

Scin. Rajpndor Kour & 5. Gerjos] Singh {Rosd. Subodar) S Budh Singh
Scin. Uptesh Kow & 5. A Singh | PHE) (Retd Indian Navy)
Grandsons & Granddaughe ss-indaw:

5 Rajaer Segh & desmeel Keur {nasector JKL | June 1933‘“3}‘ 2025

5 Maninder Singh & Mandoep Kour (Tasms [ndia Lid)

Or. 5. Ishpal Singh (Ankmal Mushsndry JAK)

5 Hadsoara Singh [Canaca)

& Jasdov Singh, 5. Vanrder Sngh, 5 Saranproat Sngh

Greal Grandehidmn: Angad Smgh, Anahead Singh, Fevmonr Kous
Mepkh ewn;

Wistar Gorsagar Singh [ Rakl Masier)

& Babwindor Singh (Reid JAKFED)

5 Tora Singn (Rield NHPC)

S Nasindar Singh (JE Bank)

MOBILE NO: 3419841285

TENTH DAY

Qur beloved Veena Pandita, fondly called
Tathi, who with her thousand invisible
arms loved and nurtured extended
branches of family, left us on May 15. She
leaves behind a diffused warmth of home
that we can only hope lo preserve and
safeguard like a square of sunlight on a
harsh winter day.

Her Tenth-Day Rituals will be performed

on May 24 at 830 am at Muthi Ghat, next to Directorale of
School Education, Jammu.

In grief:

Rakesh Pandita (Husband)

Anjah and Mayank Pandita (Daughter-in-law and Son)

Meena and Tej Krishan Raina

Anjali and Yoginder Handoo

And

PANDITAS, HANDOOS, RAINAS, GURTUS, AND REVOOS.

Veena Pandita

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With prefound gaal & acdmw we dofm aboul sad ceimma of Sh
Wijay Mol [ Bora Ji) Sia L8 Prem Malkh Kol R Raghel Bammull
Ao Flal B 16, Biock Mo, 10, Lare Na. 2, an 15-05-2025.

Tenth Day Kriva will o porfomad on 240062025 al Muthi Ghal
Mear Direciomte of School Edacation sl 8030 Ak,

GRIEF STRICK EN: -

Smil Dhfar “Wite

S Aahol Kurmar Koul & Sml Poaln Ji -Brother & Bhabd

Eh Mohindor Koul & SmitViay Ji -Brother & Bhabd

Sons & Daughiorsdn-Law

Dr Awash Kow & Or Simi Kouw

S Akshay Bod & Smi lMagha Boul

Sn Anhay Koul

Daughters & Sons-dn-Law

Smil Ark Sapmo & Shfvinash Sapoo

Sl Monkn Bratd Sh Sanciesp Bt

Smil Mesnaken| & Dr Gaway Skama

Sml Naha Bral 8 Sh Aay Bhal

Grand Childronsdiw i Danlk, Himanl, Tara, Souerd, Nshasyl, Yuvan, Shivaay, Shuiin, Shivin
Mob Mo: TONE554151, TODESSS9 22, 59030 50054, 00591 1853, TEEO54-BITH

Sh Vijay Koul (Bona Ji)

TENTH DAY

Hig vwills deap sosaw arg prdboind griel 1R we anrouscs
ha passing of ‘Sh Chaman Eal Turkd, bofnved son of he
i Sml Tnmwall Turki and 5w lede ShoAmar kath Tucki.
Fasmmuly a masden of Bagh Jogi Lavker, Pasirawan,
Snnagar ha wad cEmendy reseing Al The Faesssney
Aparmant, J02 et B2, 5 2 A, Hoparkhatns, M
umbus | His mamony w8l Borouar remaEn noor heans

Tha Tendh Day Kriya wil ba pariormed on Monday 28h
Moy at 10 am Swa Saa yulyam Buiding Pict 20, Soctor 14,
Kaperkhaens, M Mumbai, Betind Krshira Tow e

Geriaf Stricken

Brodhar & Siater-in - m

Smil Ehashi Turk Wio L 55 Mana Jee Turiki
Eh Bushen Lal Turki & Sl Bita Tuskd

Zon & Daughtor -in-law

ShWinod Kumar Turki & Smit Avgana Turkl
Shwander Kumer Tarki & Sl Nestu Turko
Sh Sl Turki & Srel Sarite Turki

Sh Sacfun Turkdl & Smi YVandana Turk

Sh Rtmb Turkd & Smi Annio Turio
Daughtar & Son-in-law

Sl Boinni & Bh Mavean Kaul

Sl Sanja & Bh Kuldesp Kumar Dhae
Rister & Brodrwr - - e

Sl indu & Shuban  Ersben - ool
Brodnar-n-lamw

Sh Fam Krishen Bhatl (Faul] - ESAnds
Sh Setsh Shankar Bhall & SmiPushpa Bilaf-UEA

Sh Chaman Lal Turki

Grandohddren

Rakshia, Chakshy, Mahiona, Koshisi, | sunisudh
Maoni, Dhoora|, Chitan, Yarosh

TURKI"S, KOUL 5 KALAL'S, DHAR'S,
JAIKHANIS, BHATT'S AMD SAPROO"S AMND
HEARAND DEARS

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound griefl and sormow, we
regrel to inform, the sad demise of oun
baloved Karamyogi father, Sh. Soom
Nath Raina, originally resident of
Mowgam Kuthar, Anantnag, who lefi for
his heawenly abode on 17th Maw.

To honor and pay our last respects, the
10th Day Kriyva will be held at Mulhi

Ghat, near the Directorate of School ll
Education, on Monday, 26th May, at -
8:30 AM.

h. Nath R
GRIEF STRICKEN: Sh. Soom Nath Raina

Smit. Mohani Raina and Sh. C.L Raina {Bhabhi and Brother] - S910503285
Indier Hama and Lovely Hama [Son and Dawg hter-in-Law) - 04 10036055
Rajinder Raina and Brij Bala Raina (Son and Daughter-in-Law) - 9906304323
Sh. P.M Koul Hio Lawe Bimla Koul (Son-in-Law) - 97962409673

Babi Kou Wi Late Sunan Kou (Daughter) - 57 17070220

Grand Children: Bunty, Bantoos, Bobby, Sonu, Maahd,

Shalu, Rahul, Vidhi and Pavana

DEEPLY EEMEMBERED BY:

Raina's, Bhat's, Kouwls and Dassis.

TENTH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved mother Smt Shant Davi
Wio Lt Kapoor Chand Rfo Biyawa, Kunzer,
Baramulla Afp H No. 28D. Sec-1, Lane-2.I”
Durga Magar Jammu on 15-05-2025.

Tenth Day Kriya will be pedformed on 24-05-
2025 at Muthi Ghat near Directorate of School
JEducation, Jammu at 8:30 am.

Griat Stricken :

Sh Moti Ram & Smt Dasha Dew (Brother & Bhabhi)
Sh Babu Ram Sfo U Mangat Ram (Brother}

Smi Shakunfla Sharma Wio Lt Bansdal Shamma {Sister)
[5ons & Daughfers-in-law

=h Vimender Kumar & Smil San;!' N;i;u-an

Sh Shammi Kagoor & Smi Daizy Majewvan

Sh Ravinder Kumar & Smi Deepa  Majwan

Daughter & Son-indaw

Sh Shami Mahajan & Smi Renu Mahajan

Grand Children

Chahal, Daksh, Sanvi, Tusher, Gawansh, Mshu, Ashy
Ph Mao. T006113164, 9853050432, TOD5225110

TENTH DAY KRIYA

‘With profound grief and sorow, we nform the
sad & unimely demise of our beloved mother
Smit. Jai Kishori Raina Wo Late Sh. Gopi Nath
Rana onginally from Chatiabal Srinagar PiA
HiNo. 90, Lower Laxmi Magar Sarwal Jammu
Tenth Dl]r I':riya will be heid on 26th Ha‘y,
2025 (Monday) 2t Muthi Ghat (8 AM).
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smi Lalila Shouri Raina
Daughter-in-law & Sons

SmL Veena Ji & Sarg] Kumar Raina
SmL Ushayji Raina - Daughter-in-aw
SmL Kanta & Lalit Khazanchi

Grand Children:

Sml Sheeba Tickoo & Samir Tickoo
Smi Nidhi Raina & Aditya Raina
EmL Vaishal & Aditya Kachreo

Sml Diksha & Shailan Matioo

SmL Mimica & Rahul Khazanchi
Grief Stricken:-

Samast Chattabali, Dhar, Parimoo, Saraf Parivar
MHMo: 8419184840, 9622158369

— TENTH DAY KRIYA

\With profound grief and somow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Sh. Satish Kumar Bhat
Sio Anand Ram Bhat of Rajghat Baramulla Ajp
Block Mo. 47, Lane No. 89, Flat No. 2, Jagti left
for heavenly abods on 16/5/2025.

enth Day shal be peformed at Muthi Ghat,
Jammu on Sunday 25/5/2025 at 9.00 am.

Smt Shanti Devi

SMT. JAl KISHORI RAINA

A

Smt Sheela Bhat Wio Lale Kanya Lal Bhat
SmL & Sh. Ashok Bhat

Smt & Sh. Hari Krishan Bhat

Smt & Sh. Tej Krishen Koul

Smt & 3h. Arun Bhat

Smt & Sh. Shrawan Bhat

Smt & Sh, Mahesh Koul

Mob.: TEB9644842, 8419141454, 5062862816, 9419189542, TO06480435

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound griefl and sorrow, wa regrel 1o inform)
the sad and wntimaly demisa of Smt Kanta Sharma
[Pooja) Wie Sh Sudesh Kuma Sharma Rio H.MNo.
4/45, Fandoka Colony, Paloura, Jammu.

Tenth Day wil be perdormied on Thursday, Z2nd Miy|
2025 al Prachin Shiv Mandir, Pandoka Colony,
Paloura al 11:00 am
Kriya wil ba pedormed on Salunday, 24th May 20258
[l our residence &l 12:30 pm. 4
Uthala will be performed on Saturday, 24lh May 2025] ¥
al Prachin Shiv Mandyr, Pandoka Coony, Palowa
{om 4 pm to & pm

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sh, Sudesh Kumar Sharma (Husband)

Priya & Dheers Sharma (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Madhun & Sunil Malhatra (Daughter & Son -in-Law)
Shivam Sharma {Sen)

— OBITUARY

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
about sad demise of Sh. Dwarika Nath
Bhat . S/o Late Sh. Sansar Chand Bhat
Rfo Dever Tral. A/P RZF 43 | Gali No-3 |
Mahavir Enclave , New Dehi -45 on 17th
May 2025,

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on S
26th May 2025 ( 11 .00 am } at Upperfiiss 1
GANGA, canal road MuradnagarfEss =
Yusufpur, Manata , Ultarpradesh , Sh. Dwarika Nath

201206, Bhat

Grief Stricken ,

Son and Daughter in law

Smit. Monika Bhat & Sh. Raj Kumar Bhat

Smi. Daizy Bhat & Sh. Manoj Bhat.

Daughter and Son in law

Smt Renu Bhat & Sh. Prince Jee Bhat

Smit. Vijay Marhatta & Sh. Chaman Lal Marhatta
Grand Children : Privanka , Purvashi , Nisha ,
Shreya , Nikunj , Namish
Mob : 7053631651 , 7051076445 (Only Whatsa

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS |-

war St fsfern 3o o=y sarfan
wE wrefT oo ve gat wfa 1A

Wit prafound grisl. we inbems at cur beicvad Prol.

Singh (Principal, laf? or heavenly abede on 17h of May, a:n
Sl Arand Path Sahib & Deng Oijansed 10 honol N il )
bagacy. We S8k wuF pARBenCe B BIROgD Bnd corion during i
fime o gret

an.umrms:hh

Arambh - Fritay, 23 Way, 203, 800 am

Bhog: Sunday, 25 May, 2025, 930 am

Werw - 312 Pree Magar. Kew Picts. Jammu

nmammnma Sundary 25 sy 2025 Fors 10,30 3m ofrwasdd,

Satish Kumar Bhat

SMT KANTA SHARMA
(PODJA)

Sahil , Esha ,

- Katgishar Garudwara, Rasfae Todowisd by Gane Ka Langs:,
ﬂtEF STRICKEN
Sardam incans Kaer Wik
s, Samraon Hans | Do ghied) & Ma) Gan B PS Havsi (Son-in-law|
Wies. Shivan Kar (Daughied] & Mr Amil Gupta [Sondndaw]
ol Arrt Pl Singh (S0 & CF Tanvies Ko (Diugh wido-law}
DEEPLY REMEMSERED BY THE GRAND CHRLOREN
Ebadst Sady. Raiaan, Samaira. Sammih & Sél
FAMLY :
Wirs. Pashap Raj Kaur & Prof_ Gunchasan Singh
Wirs. Pustpndar Haur Bai & Late b Gumirab Sngh B

Prof. Sdr. Hempal Singh
(Principal)

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

‘With profound grief and somow we inform the sad
derniza of our beloved SmL Vishno Khajurda Wio
Lafe Sh. N.MN. Khaura Rio 383, Shanl Magar,
Janipur Jammi.

10th Day will be cbserved on May 19, 2025
{Monday) at ouwr residence at 11 Al

Kriya will be performed on May 20 {Tuesday) at 12
Noon al our residence.

Uthala will be performed st Geeta Mandr Bakshi
Nagar, Jammu on May 26 (Monday) from 5 PM lo
6 P,

GRIEF STRICKEN y >
Davar & Davrani -

Sh. Yogindar Pl Khajuria & Smt Veena Khajuris " =
Sons & Daughters-in-law Smt. Vishno Khajuria

Er. Alay Hhajuria & Smi. Kanchan Sharma

Er. Vinay Khajoria 8 Smi. Presli Khajuna

Daughtars & Son-in-law

JLt Smi Kanchan Sharma & Sh. Subash Mansotra

Smt Suman Sudan & Dr, Falendra Sudan

Nephew & Niace -in-law

ikas Khajuria & Priyanka

‘Grand Children: Tana Khajuria & Hitesh Sharma - Grand Daughter & Son-in-law
Abheshek Khajusia, Tushar Khajuria, Tapas Sudan, Sidharl Sharma & Arushi Khajurls
9419200501, 9419113883

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-

fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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CM Omar Abdullah convenes public

outreach programme at Raabita office
Delegations raise several issues, CM assures
prompt redressal, on-spot directions for relief

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23: Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Friday conducted a weekly
Public Outreach Programme
at the Chief Minister’'s Raabita
Office at Gupkar in Srinagar,
engaging directly with the public
to address their issues and con-
cerns.

Former J&K Minister Moham-
mad Ashraf Mir brought to the
Chief Minister’s attention vari-
ous developmental challenges
in Athwajan, Pantha Chowk and
surrounding areas.

Students from the SPS Library,
MA Road Lal Chowk, requested
the extension of library hours
and resolution of internet con-
nectivity and other student-relat-
ed issues.

“Libraries are vital to a learn-
ing society—we are committed
to making them more modern
and student-friendly. All genuine
concerns will be looked into,”
CM assured the students del-
egation.

A delegation led by Peer-
zada Masood Hamdani from
Khankah-e-Moula raised con-
cerns related to the upkeep and
development of the Khankah
Shrine, along with other local

matters.

Retired veterinary employees
presented issues related to pay
anomalies and pension dis-
bursements. Similarly, employ-
ees of the J&K Sports Council
sought the Chief Minister’s inter-
vention regarding the grant of
pensionary benefits to Council
staff.

Social workers associated with
Special Cells advocated for the
continuation and strengthening
of Special Cells for Women in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Employees of the J&K Entre-
preneurship Development Insti-
tute (JKEDI) also met with the

Chief Minister to discuss mat-
ters concerning their career pro-
gression and other employment-
related concerns.

A delegation of visually
impaired and physically chal-

lenged individuals, led by
Showkat Ahmad Lone, high-
lighted several key issues,
including free public transport,
accessibility in educational
institutions and government
offices, skill development pro-
grams, and an establishment
of a single-window system for
grievance redressal.

In addition, a delegation led
by hotelier Mushtaq Burza

appealed for government sup-
port in the revival of tourism and
raised key concerns relating to
the industry, trade and hospital-
ity sectors.

Representatives from Kishtwar
voiced their concerns related to
Waqf properties and other local
developmental issues.

Several other delegations
comprising sitting and former
MLAs, public representatives,
and concerned citizens also met
with the Chief Minister to raise
issues such as old-age pen-
sions, access to potable drink-
ing water, and infrastructure
development in their respective
constituencies.

The Chief Minister patiently
listened to all delegations and
assured prompt and priority-
based redressal of their genuine
concerns. On-the-spot instruc-
tions were issued by the Chief
Minister in several cases to
ensure swift resolution of griev-
ances. “We remain committed
to listening, resolving issues,
and building a responsive and
people-centric Government,” he
added.

Advisor to CM, Nasir Aslam
Wani and other senior officers
were present during the public
hearing.

KCCI delegatlon calls on LG Sinha
i

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23: A delegation
of Kashmir Chamber of Commerce
and Industry led by its President Javid

Ahmed Tenga, on Friday called on Lieu-

tenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha and

region.

put forth important matters pertaining
to trade and tourism sector of Kashmir

Dr Darakhshan Andrabl calls on LG Sinha

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23:
Dr Darakhshan Andrabi,
Chairperson, J&K Waqf
Board called on Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj

Sinha, on Friday.

Dr Andrabi expressed
her gratitude to Lieu-
tenant Governor for
the announcement of
Government job to the

closest kin of Pakistan
shelling victims. She
also discussed several
measures undertaken
by the Board for the
development of Sufi
shrines in J&K.

Dy CM pays surprise visit to govt
offices at Sanat Ghar Bemina

Healthcare infrastructure across J&K to witness
major upgradations soon: Sakeena Itoo
Conducts extensive tour of Kokernag Constituency

Reviews functioning, status of
infrastructure of various healthcare
Jacilities, educational institutions

Top News Report

KOKERNAG, MAY
23: Minister for Health
and Medical Education,
Social Welfare and
Education, Sakeena
Itoo on Friday con-
ducted an extensive
tour of Kokernag Con-
stituency during which
she reviewed function-
ing as well as status of
infrastructure of various
healthcare facilities and
educational institutions
in the area.

MLA Kokernag,
Choudhary Zafar Ali
Khatana; MLA Zaina-
pora, Showkat Hussain
Ganie; Director Social
Welfare Kashmir,
Director School Educa-
tion Kashmir, Director
Colleges J&K, Direc-

tor Family Welfare &
Immunization, Director
Health Services Kash-
mir, Director AYUSH
J&K, ADC Anantnag,
Programme Officer
ICDS Anantnag, SDM
Kokernag and other
senior officers from
Health, Social Welfare,
and Education depart-
ments accompanied the
Minister.

During the visit, Min-
ister Sakeena inspect-
ed Sub-District hos-
pital Kokernag, PHC
Larnoo, PHC Gadole,
PHC Wandevelgam,
GDC Larnoo and took
first hand appraisal of
the functioning of these
healthcare facilities and
educational institutions.

At SDH Kokernag,
Minister Sakeena took

JKDFA reaffirms leadership of President Sandeep

detailed round of the
hospital and assessed
the facilities available
for the general public.
She inspected various
departments, interacted
with staff and patients
and took feedback from
them about the services
available at the facility.

While interacting with
the public on the occa-
sion, Minister Sakeena
assured them that
under Omar Abdullah
led Government, major
upgradations will be
done in the healthcare
infrastructure of Jammu
and Kashmir soon.
She further assured
them that significant
upgrades like estab-
lishment of an oxygen
plant, blood bank and
dialysis facilities, will be
done at SDH Kokernag
in coming months to
improve medical servic-
es and ensure accessi-

bility of better healthcare
facilities to local popula-
tion within their vicinities.

While visiting PHC
Larnoo, PHC Gadole
and PHC Wandevel-
gam, Minister Sakeena
minutely evaluated the
healthcare facilities at

these locations. She
interacted with local
health workers and dis-
cussed strategies with
them and accompany-
ing officers to improve
healthcare accessibil-
ity and quality in these
areas.

LG Sinha pays tributes
to Army Braveheart Sep

Gaykar Sandip Pandurang
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23: Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha paid heartfelt tributes to Army Braveheart
Sep Gaykar Sandip Pandurang, who attained mar-
tyrdom during an anti-terror operation in Kishtwar.

“Salute to the indomitable courage of braveheart
Sep Gaykar Sandip Pandurang, who made the
supreme sacrifice for the nation during the anti-ter-
ror operation in Kishtwar. The grateful nation will
forever be indebted to his valour and unwavering
commitment to duty. We stand united in solidarity
with the family of the martyr in this hour of grief,”
the Lieutenant Governor said.

Chib, announces expulsions, organizational reforms

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Dairy Farmers Associa-
tion (JKDFA) has reaf-
firmed that Mr. Sand-
eep Singh Chib is the
duly elected President
of the Association. In a
formal statement, the
organization declared
that it recognizes only
one central leadership
under Mr. Chib’s presi-
dency, which will contin-
ue until December 2025.
The Association warned
against any attempts by
unauthorized individuals
to challenge this legiti-
mate structure, stating
such actions are invalid
and will not be acknowl-
edged. Taking firm
action to maintain orga-
nizational discipline,
JKDFA announced that
five individuals—Dalip
Singh Chib, Davin-
der Singh Katal, Sunil
Sharma, Shubham
Choudhary, and S.K.
Sharma—have been

relieved of all roles and
responsibilities within
the Association. They no
longer hold any affilia-
tion or authority to repre-
sent or act on behalf of
JKDFA. The Association
highlighted that it func-
tions through a demo-
cratic process involving
full participation from
district units across both
Jammu and Kashmir
divisions. It reaffirmed
that future elections
would be conducted
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transparently, with fair-
ness and inclusivity at
the core. In a significant
step toward restoring
organizational integrity,
JKDFA announced that
a new Executive Board
would be constituted
shortly. This board will
ensure balanced rep-
resentation from both
regions to strengthen
coordination and unity.
Under the leadership
of Sandeep Singh Chib,
JKDFA has achieved
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notable progress. Devel-
opment projects worth
Rs 14 crore have been
secured and are being
implemented in collabo-
ration with various gov-
ernment departments
to benefit dairy farmers
across the Union Ter-
ritory. The Association
has adopted a farmer-
centric approach, with
the President remain-
ing accessible 24/7 to
address farmer con-
cerns and offer support.

The expansion of dis-
trict-level units under
Chib’s tenure has further
strengthened JKDFA's
grassroots outreach,
ensuring better repre-
sentation and engage-
ment. The Association
stated its commitment
to upholding demo-
cratic values, support-
ing every dairy farmer,
and promoting regional
development through
transparent leadership.

In its concluding
remarks, JKDFA urged
all government depart-
ments and institu-
tions—including the
Department of Animal
Husbandry, Department
of Agriculture, SKUAST
University, and others—
not to entertain any indi-
viduals or groups with-
out official authorization
from the President’s
office.

For official commu-
nication and further
details, stakeholders
have been advised to
contact the Office of the
President, JKDFA

Emphasises prompt disposal of
public grievances, punctuality

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23:
In a bid to enhance the
public convenience and
ensure efficient ser-
vice delivery, Deputy
Chief Minister, Surinder
Kumar Choudhary, on
Friday paid a surprise
visit to various govern-
ment offices at Sanat
Ghar Bemina, Srinagar.

The Dy CM visited the
offices of Director Indus-
tries Kashmir, MD JK
Minerals, MD SICOP/
SIDCO, MD Handloom
Development Corpo-
ration, KVIB, Office of
TPO. He reviewed the
functioning of these
offices and asked the
officers to ensure that
the public receives has-
sle-free services.

During the visit, the
Dy CM emphasised the

importance of maintain-
ing cleanliness, ensur-
ing quick disposal of
public grievances and
enforcing punctuality in
government offices.
The Dy CM held a
detailed discussion
with the officials regard-
ing steps to streamline
the functioning of their
respective depart-
ments. He emphasised
the need for prompt
service delivery, better

management of public
inflow and improved
infrastructure, especially
considering the ongoing
summer heat.

He also stressed that
benefits of all govern-
ment schemes should
reach the last person
in line in real-time. He
directed for conducting
awareness programs
to educate the general
public about the govern-
ment schemes.

Jyeshtha Masik Shivratri Vrat on
May 25: Mahant Rohit Shastri

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: Jye-
shtha Masik Shivratri
Vrat will be observed
on Sunday, 25 May
2025, according to Jyo-
tishacharya Mahant
Rohit Shastri, President
of Shri Kailakh Jyotish
avim Vedic Sansthan
Trust. This monthly
Shivratri falls on the
Chaturdashi Tithi of
Krishna Paksha, a day
dedicated to Lord Shiva.
The Chaturdashi Tithi
begins at 3:52 PM on 25
May and ends at 12:12
PM on 26 May, with the
special night worship
taking place between
11:58 PM and 12:38 AM
on 25 May.

Devotees gather early
in the morning at Shiva
temples to perform ritu-
alistic worship. Offer-
ings include holy Ganga
water, milk, curd, ghee,
honey, flowers, bilva
leaves, incense, lamps,
sandalwood paste,
seasonal fruits, ak and
dhatura flowers, and
rice. Rituals such as
Rudrabhishek, chanting
the mantra “Om Namah
Shivaya,” reciting the

Shiva Purana, and lis-
tening to Shiva stories
are performed through-
out the night. These
practices are believed
to bring spiritual merit
equivalent to performing
an Ashwamedha Yajna
and may lead to salva-
tion (moksha).

Shiva worship is
especially significant for
women. Unmarried girls
pray for an ideal hus-
band like Lord Shiva,
while married women
fast for the well-being
and prosperity of their
husbands and families.
Devotees observing
the fast are advised
to remain focused on
Lord Shiva, bathe in the
morning, apply sacred
ash (bhasma) on the
forehead, and wear
a Rudraksha mala.
Offerings made to Lord

Shiva should not be
consumed by the devo-
tees themselves unless
a Shaligram is present
near the Shiva idol.
Guidelines for Shiva
worship vary accord-
ing to zodiac signs. For
example, Aries indi-
viduals are advised to
perform Abhishek with
water mixed with jag-
gery or honey and offer
bilva leaves inscribed
with “Om Namah Shiva-
ya,” while Taurus should
use cow’s milk and curd
for Abhishek and offer
white clothes and jas-
mine flowers. Each
zodiac sign has specific
rituals, offerings, and
mantras to follow, such
as chanting the Maham-
rityunjaya Mantra, Shiva
Chalisa, or Shiva Tan-
dava Stotra.
Observing the Jye-
shtha Masik Shivratri
vrat with devotion is
believed to strengthen
willpower, instill cour-
age, and bring spiritual
benefits. It is a time for
devotees to renew their
faith in Lord Shiva and
seek his blessings for
health, prosperity, and
spiritual growth.
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EDITORIAL

A Global Threat

rug trafficking is one of the most press-
D ing and complex global issues, posing
significant threats to public health,
national security, and economic stability. It refers
to the illegal production, distribution, and sale
of substances that are subject to drug prohibi-
tion laws. Despite international efforts to curb
its spread, drug trafficking continues to flourish,
driven by high demand, extensive networks, and
enormous profits.

Drug trafficking is not confined to one region;
it is a transnational problem affecting coun-
tries across continents. Major drug-producing
regions include the “Golden Triangle” (Myanmar,
Laos, and Thailand) and the “Golden Crescent”
(Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan), which are
known for the cultivation of opium. Latin Ameri-
ca, particularly countries like Colombia, Peru, and
Bolivia, is a major source of coca, the plant used
to produce cocaine. These drugs are then trans-
ported through complex international routes to
reach consumers primarily in North America,
Europe, and increasingly Asia and Africa.

Drug trafficking networks are highly organized
and use advanced methods to evade law enforce-
ment. These include the use of drones, subma-
rines, encrypted communication, and corrupt
officials to move drugs undetected. Criminal
organizations such as drug cartels and mafia syn-
dicates often control these networks, making it a
highly dangerous and violent enterprise.

The impact of drug trafficking is profound and
multifaceted. One of the most severe consequenc-
es is the rise in drug addiction. Easy availability
of drugs due to trafficking leads to higher rates of
substance abuse, especially among youth. This, in
turn, results in increased health issues, including
overdoses, the spread of infectious diseases like
HIV/AIDS through needle sharing, and mental
health disorders.

Communities affected by drug trafficking often
experience a surge in violence. Gang wars over
territory, confrontations with law enforcement,
and internal rivalries within trafficking networks
lead to bloodshed and insecurity. In countries
like Mexico and Colombia, entire regions have
suffered due to the control exerted by powerful
drug cartels.

Furthermore, drug trafficking undermines the
rule of law. It fosters corruption at multiple levels
of government and law enforcement, making it
difficult to implement effective policies. Bribes
and intimidation are used to protect the inter-
ests of traffickers, leading to a weakened judicial
system and erosion of public trust.

Drug trafficking also takes a heavy toll on the
economy. Resources that could be used for devel-
opment and welfare are often diverted to fight
drug-related crimes. The healthcare system bears
a substantial burden due to the need to treat
drug-related illnesses and injuries. Addition-
ally, the productivity of a country’s workforce
declines due to drug addiction and associated
criminal behavior.

In some regions, drug trafficking becomes a par-
allel economy. While it may temporarily generate
employment and income, it creates long-term
instability and discourages legitimate economic
activities. Tourism, foreign investment, and infra-
structure development are often stunted in areas
controlled by drug lords.

Governments around the world have launched
numerous initiatives to combat drug traffick-
ing. These include strengthening border con-
trols, improving intelligence sharing, increasing
penalties for drug-related offenses, and enhanc-
ing international cooperation. Agencies like
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) work closely with countries to monitor
drug trends, support policy development, and
provide technical assistance.

However, law enforcement alone is not enough.
Many experts advocate for a more comprehensive
approach that includes education, prevention,
rehabilitation, and socioeconomic development.
Reducing demand through public awareness
campaigns, school programs, and access to treat-
ment is crucial. Decriminalizing certain drugs
and regulating them under strict guidelines is
also being explored in several countries as a strat-
egy to reduce the influence of illegal markets.

Addressing drug trafficking requires a coordi-
nated and multifaceted response. Governments
must not only target traffickers but also address
the root causes such as poverty, lack of education,
unemployment, and social inequality. Strength-
ening institutions, promoting good governance,
and building community resilience are essential.

Moreover, international collaboration is key.
Drug trafficking is a global issue that transcends
borders, and only through joint efforts can coun-
tries dismantle the powerful networks that per-
petuate this menace.

In conclusion, drug trafficking is a grave chal-
lenge with far-reaching implications. Its impact
on society, the economy, and governance is dev-
astating, making it imperative for the global com-
munity to act with urgency, unity, and innovation.
Combating this threat is not just a legal necessity
but a moral obligation to protect future genera-
tions and ensure a safer, healthier world.

Was “Operation Sindoor © a Success”?

By:Omkar Dattatray

peration Sindoor was

the appropriate response

and reaction to Pahal-
gam massacre and through this
operation,Indian armed forces car-
ried a precision strike on the terrorist
infrastructure at nine sites in POJK
and Pakistan and it resulted in the
destruction of the terrorist infra-
structure and killed more than 100
terrorists and avenged and revenged
the wrong doing of 22 April 2025 .1t
should to the whole world includ-
ing Pakistan that terrorism is unac-
ceptable and there is zero tolerance
against terrorism and terror cannot
be justified in any form and for what-
ever reason as it cannot be justified
and should be made to die in order to
save humanity.The pertinent ques-
tion arises has the Operation Sindoor
being a success? The right answer to
this question is that the “Operation
Sindoor” has been a total success and
our defence forces were able to wipe
out the training centres of terrorism in
POJK and Pakistan and there should
be no confusion over it.Operation Sin-
door denotes the valour,bravery,skill
and boldness of India’s defence forces
and the determination and foresight
of our Prime minister Narendra Modi
and defence minister Raj Nath Singh.
Operation Sindoor was a total suc-
cess and it destroyed hideouts of
terrorists and killed more than 100
terrorists and Pakistan was given a
loud and clear message that terror-
ism is not acceptable at all and at
any cost.Operation Sindoor was a
befitting reply and response to the
forces of mayhem and doom and it
is hoped that the Pakistan will not
dare to regroup terrorists again.But
the record of Pakistan makes one to
believe that she will perhaps not mend
her ways and will continue to spon-
sor and transport terrorists to India.
We are very proud of the heroic deeds
and precision attacks on the terrorist
infrastructure in POJK and Pakistan
and avenging the Pahalgam massa-
cre by destroying terrorist infrastruc-

By: Vijay Garg

ntellectual is a person who uses his
intelligence and analytical thinking,
either in a professional capacity or
for personal reasons. It also means of or
associated with or requiring the use of the
mind. There are many types of Intellectuals,
some of them are anti-academic while some
are a part of universities. Some are involved
in arts, politics, journalism and education.
Some are specialized experts and profession-
als and some are independent. They acquire
a variety of roles as such. The emergence
of Intellectuals can be traced back to ‘The
Dreams Affair’ in France at the end of the
nineteenth century. Rather, this period is
notable for the full emergence of the intel-
lectual in public life. Especially with the roles
of Emile Zola, Octave Mirbeau and Anatole
France, in speaking directly on the matter.
The term Intellectual became better known
from that time. The use of the term as a noun
in French has been attributed to Georges
Clemenceau in 1898.
Role of Intellectual in Society
The role of intellectuals in any society is
indeed one of the elements crucial to its
development. Intellectuals. It can be gauged
from a historical perspective. The French
Revolution’s was instigated by people whom
we would today classify as intellectuals,
Lenin and most of his comrades were intel-
lectuals. Intellectuals assisted the spread of
ideological messages in the Middle East by
becoming the icons of discontented, disil-
lusioned and frustrated generations anxious
for change and peace. Political parties and
clergy used the intellectuals to extend their
organizational power and political control.
The way to assess historically, the impact of
intellectuals on any given society depends
on the society in which they are operating:
where civil society is weak, where noncon-
formity is looked down upon, where toler-
ance and pluralism are lacking, intellectuals
will find it difficult to steer society toward a
more open political and moral climate. Ira-
nian society where Islam is only one of the

ture and killing of over 100 terror-
ists including the family members of
Hafiz Sayeed.However two terrorists
heads such as Hafiz Sayeed and Azhar
Mahmood is safe and now they should
be on the hit list of our army. SIN-
DOOR has been widely regarded as
a success, with international experts
praising its precision and effective-
ness in dismantling terror threats
.Operation which began on May
7,2025 ,in response to a terror attack
in Pahalgam ,aimed to neutralise
terror launchpads and demonstrate
India’s resolve against cross -boarder
terrorism.The success of Operation
Sindoor can be given in the follow-
ing way---1—Elimination of terror
camps—India successfully destroyed
nine major launchpads in Pakistan
and Pakistan occupied Jammu and
Kashmir[POJK] ,targeting outfits like
LeT and JeM as well as HM.2—Preci-
sion Strikes---The operation involved
deep strikes into Pakistan including
areas like Punjab province and Bha-
walpur ,showing India’s willingness
to target terror activities regardless of
location. 3-Neutralisation of Hostile
Technologies---The Indian Air Force
successfully bypassed and Jammed
Pakistan’s Chinese supplied air
defence systems ,highlighting India’s
technological capabilities and demon-
strating that its systems could be neu-
tralised by Indian systems.4—Effec-
tive use of Technology—The operation
used drones ,Akash missiles, and an
integrated Air Command and Control
System-IACCS ,which were crucial in
achieving success.5—Reaffirmation of
Regional Dominance—Operation Sin-
door reaffirmed India’s position as a
dominant force in the region and sent
a clear message that cross -boarder
terrorism would not be tolerated.6—
Calibrated response —The operation
was a calibrated response to the ongo-
ing aggression and exhibited India’s
willingness to use military force when
necessary.7—Demonstration of Inter-
Services Cooperation—The operation
highlighted the successful collabora-
tion between the Indian Army,Navy,
and Air Force. 8—International Sup-
port—Operation Sindoor has been

widely praised by the international
experts ,who see it as a necessary
and long-overdue response to Paki-
stan’s failed state and terror incubator
status.To be brief it can be outlined
that Operation Sindoor was success-
ful because it led to the elimination
of nine terror camps successfully.It
was based on cross -boarder preci-
sion strikes .India redefined the rules
of engagement ,striking deep into the
Pakistan’s heartland .Operation Sin-
door drew a new red -line -if terror
is state policy ,it will be met with a
visible and forceful response.This
marked a shift from deterrence to
direct action.India rejected the artifi-
cial separation between terrorists and
their backers ,striking both simulta-
neously.Operation Sindoor avenged
and revenged the 22 April massacre
within 22 minutes and inflicted maxi-
mum, damage to terror launchpads
in POJK and Pakistan.Those who
decimated sindoor of our sisters
were mixed with the dust and thus
justice was delivered to those who
died in Pahalgan attack.The results of
operation SINDOOR speak volumes
about its impact .Nine terror camps
were eliminated .India successfully
destroyed nine major terror launch-
pads in Pakistan occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.targetingLeT,JeM and
HM .Operation Sindoor has not only
avenged the Pahalgam attack but also
redefined the rules of engagement
in counter-terrorism.The genesis of
Operation Sindoor can be best under-
stood in the many years of terrorist
provocation from the failed rogue
state of Pakistan but more specifically
it is a direct response to the Pahal-
gam terror attack that took place on
April 22 ,2025 ,claiming 26 civilian
lives.This lethal and barbaric terrorist
act was the deadliest India had seen
on civilians since the 2008 Mumbai
attack and it acquired a very strong
response.Operation Sindoor was pre-
cisely that response and it has worked
superbly.By targeting the terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan and POJK
and achieving military,political,and
psychological objectives with great
precision and power,India has sent

Role of Intellectual in Society

building blocks of national identity appears
to offer many more options for critical intel-
lectuals to legitimise elements for change
and transformation. Whilst it is not the same
case in many Arab societies, where Islam
is, in one way or another is linked to the
heritage of Arabism and true critical think-
ing is stunted.

Intellectual dedicates himself to perform-
ing a particular activity within the society
whose end is to bring about the ennoblement
of humankind by means of the advance of
culture. It is the duty of a scholar to adopt
a dispassionate, objective approach to dis-
covering the truth, knowledge that derives
from purely rational principles, add their
voices to the public debates for peace and
safe future. Intellectuals play an important
role in the formation and evolution of civil
society. Intellectuals have also been this
basis of ideologies like democratization,
totalitarian rule, dictatorship, western lib-
eralism, constitutionalism, nationalism,
fascism. Intellectuals are the most impor-
tant sociological actors of modernity. Their
struggle for critical rationality and civil lib-
erties goes hand in hand with their critique
and refusal of instrumental rationality and
spirit of domination. Their superior intellec-
tual talents and training in the techniques of
positive inquiry enabled them to transcend
the narrow conceptions of local viewpoints
and rationalize the process of policy forma-
tion. In a position of leadership, they gov-
erned on the basis of faultless conclusions,
solving problems of previous generations
and establishing superior forms of societal
organization. They also observed that while
the course of modern society had indeed
grown to become more rational in its organi-
zation, this change did not nurture a greater
freedom of the individual but contributed to
arising level of bureaucratic control. A con-
sequence of this trend was a growing irra-
tionality in the social world, where human
emotions and pre-modern habits of thought
remained prevalent. Many of the beliefs and
superstitions of the feudal era continued to
thrive in industrial society and these shaped

the course of political and economic devel-
opment in the West.Architecture courses

The Role of Intellectual as a Researcher

Researchers pursue an objective analy-
sis and approach an investigation of their
subject matter. Intellectuals seek to develop
an awareness of an assumption and whilst
doing so they acquire the role of Researcher.
They indulge in social scientific research.
They apply the principles of science and past
traditions in developing their own informed
perspectives. They also found that social
scientific work can foster innovative analy-
ses of the social world. These researchers
organized their investigations on the basis
of their own curiosities and scholarly inter-
ests, whilst doing so they have revealed some
facts which have would have been missed
if they had not researched. Their personal
insights in the social world have assisted
research in a big way. The rapid changes of
the modern order require an ongoing quali-
tatively unique assessments. Older formula-
tions can become static and lose their ability
to explain newer developments. The role of
the intellectual in this context is to formulate
creative interpretations of the world in rela-
tion to the trends leading up to the present.
Ideas which do not conform to the main-
stream of social thought can contribute to
the thinking of others interested in pursuing
alternative viewpoints. Contemporary social
research, whether of a political or scientific
variety, may ultimately have far-reaching
consequences and intellectuals operating
within the framework of these two sets of
ethics can be influential in shaping the future
directions of the modern social order.

The Role of Intellectual as a Political Advi-
sor

Intellectual involvement is a crucial com-
ponent of a political leadership. Intellectu-
als acting in the official capacity of advising
political leaders offer analyses to political
leaders who then make decisions on the
basis of their own convictions and sense of
responsibility. Intellectuals play an impor-
tant role in expanding the knowledge upon

a very strong and clear message
to not just Pakistan but all those
powers that enable Pakistan .Its suc-
cess was the consequence of careful
planning,advanced tech,military coor-
dination ,and a bold demonstration
of India’s zero tolerance of terrorism
It is this zero tolerance to terrorism
which is hailed as something the rest
of the world should both recognise
and support.India is fighting for us
all and Western powers should not
be afraid to hail Indian success.Some
people were surprised by Operation
SINDIOORs overwhelming mili-
tary success but they should realise
that India is fast becoming as global
military superpower and Operation
Sindoor has only further underlined
that conclusion.The operation tar-
geted nine terrorist camps across
Pakistan ,wiping critical infrastruc-
ture and eliminating over 100 terror-
ists.The Indian armed forces under
the leadership of veterancommand-
ers ,employed a powerful combina-
tion of air strikes ,drone warfare,
ground intelligence to ensure maxi-
mum impact with minimal collater-
al damage.Another thing the world
should appreciate is the operation’s
non-escalatory approach .India was
focussed and restrained ,neutralising
Pakistan’s attempts to target civilian
areas with drones and missiles ,all of
which were intercepted.This dem-
onstrated not only India’s offensive
capabilities but also its robust defence
systems which played a critical role in
thwarting retaliatory strikes.It is the
surgical nature of the Indian strikes
and the effectiveness of the defence
capabilities that struck the biggest
blow.To cut along story short ,Opera-
tion Sindoor was a total and complete
success and Pak Propaganda should
not be allowed to belittle the success
of the Operation Sindoor.

(The author is a
columnist, social, KP
activist & Freelancer)

which decisions can be made. They utilise
their knowledge in the political arena which
further gets translated into practical policy
options. Having a hand in both research and
in politics, the political intellectual can pro-
vide the crucial link between social scientific
inquiry and policy-making. Their task is to
reveal the larger problems and to suggest it’s
remedied. Since the policies are to be made
for the public, Intellectual provide a valuable
insight into the ways people’s lives will be
changed by the actions being proposed. The
advisor’s responsibility is also to draw the
attention of leaders to the long-term con-
sequences of the actions being considered
and impart his suggestions. In the absence
of Political Intellectuals, policy formation
would continue to fall into the hands of
bureaucratically oriented managers.

The Role of Intellectual as an Educator

In industrial-technological society, they
influence public opinion and provide assess-
ments of the social world which are enlight-
ening. Their objective as educators is to
offer interpretations of the contemporary
world that enhances the capacity of poorly
informed individuals to participate in mat-
ters in an enlightened manner. Another goal
of such Intellectual is to teach their disciples
to think critically in the classroom and at
the level of scholarly interaction. Their edu-
cation offers to strengthen the moral fibre
of the masses and to ground the morality
of modernity in the findings of the positive
inquiry. They examine the different morals
of a given culture, assess them, and develop
critiques of them and whilst doing so they
inspire a systematic inquiry.

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Eminent
Educationist street
kour Chand MHR
Malout Punjab)
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Faculty of Forestry celebrates
International Biodiversity Day 2025

Top News Report

GANDERBAL, May 23:
The Faculty of Forestry,
Benhama, Ganderbal,
under the esteemed
guidance of Prof. A.H.
Mughal (Dean, Faculty
of Forestry), proudly
commemorated Interna-
tional Biodiversity Day
2025 with a vibrant and
engaging celebration.

This year’s global
theme, “Harmony with
Nature and Sustainable
Development,” under-
scored the critical role
of collective efforts in
combating biodiversity
loss and restoring eco-
systems.

The event brought
together students,
researchers, and fac-
ulty members to pro-
mote awareness and
action for biodiversity
conservation. A variety

of interactive sessions
including debates, quiz-
zes, poetry and painting
competitions, and a bio-
diversity photography
exhibition showcased
the richness of flora and
fauna.

The programme com-
menced with opening
remarks by Dr. Sabee-
na Nabi (Programme
Coordinator) and Dr.
Tahir (Co-Coordinator),
followed by active par-
ticipation from division
heads, faculty, and stu-
dents.

Spearheading the
event, Prof. P.A. Khan
delivered a compelling
address emphasizing
sustainable practices
and the pivotal role of
academic institutions
in leading biodiversity
preservation.

Students enthusiasti-
cally took part in several
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creative and educa-
tional activities, reflect-
ing their commitment
to eco-consciousness
and environmental
stewardship. The event
concluded with a heart-
felt pledge ceremony,
where attendees reaf-
firmed their dedication
to protecting the planet’s
natural heritage.

The programme was
skillfully anchored by
Madiha (Ph.D. Scholar),
Vineega Pandita (UG
Student), and Shahzaib
Ajaz (UG Student). The
event was beautifully
captured by Suhail from
the ACT, Faculty of For-
estry.

This celebration not
only highlighted the
richness of life on Earth
but also reinforced the
shared responsibility to
safeguard it for future
generations.

Faculty of GGM Science College
Jammu participates in “Pathways
to Nature” workshop at EcoVista

i
e Al

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The
“Pathways to Nature:
Educators’ Workshop
held on Friday at Eco-
Vista, Environment
Park, Raika, served as
a vibrant platform for
promoting experien-
tial learning and envi-
ronmental awareness
among educators.

The workshop was
organised by the Depart-
ment of Ecology, Envi-
ronment and Remote
Sensing, Jammu &
Kashmir. The focus
was on strengthening
ecological literacy and
fostering sustainable
educational practices.

As part of the work-
shop, participants were
taken on a guided tour of
EcoVista, a nature inter-
pretation center featur-
ing curated exhibits that

portray the rich biodi-
versity and ecological
significance of Jammu
and Kashmir. The inter-
active gallery provided
a unique opportunity for
educators to experience
the region’s natural heri-
tage firsthand.

Dr. Romesh Kumar
Gupta, Principal of Sci-
ence College, Jammu,
lauded the initiative and
commended the efforts
of the organizers. He
remarked, “Biodiver-
sity is the foundation
of life. It is vital that we
as educators not only
appreciate its value
but also help inculcate
in our students a deep
respect for nature and
its preservation.” Dr.
Neha Sharma, Head
of the Department of
Environmental Scienc-
es, and Prof. Poonam
Kundan, Assistant Pro-

fessor in Environmental
Sciences, represented
the college with dedica-
tion and enthusiasm.

The workshop was
chaired by Rakesh
Kumar, Director of the
Department of Ecol-
ogy, Environment and
Remote Sensing, J&K.

Kirti contributed valu-
able insights on the
role of environmental
education in policy and
practice, while Hency
Pandita, along with the
department’s dedicated
staff, ensured the event
was well-organized and
impactful.

The workshop under-
scored the importance
of collaboration between
academic institutions
and environmental
agencies in building
a more informed and
ecologically responsible
society.

Mission POSHAN J&K organizes
Orientation programme for
newly recruited Supervisors

CONDUCTING

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: Mis-
sion Director POSHAN
inaugurated the Orien-
tation programme for
newly recruited Super-
visors.

The new recruits were
introduced about their
roles and responsibili-
ties as well as objectives
of Mission POSHAN
by Mission Director
POSHAN J&K, Joint
Director POSHAN J&K,
District Programme Offi-
cer POSHAN Jammu
and Deputy Director

POSHAN Jammu.

Event constituted cul-
tural programme show-
ing a glimpse of func-
tioning of Anganwadi
Centres to new recruits.

Event included a thor-
ough Communication
cum Interaction session
of new recruits with Mis-
sion Director POSHAN,
in which newly recruited
supervisors participated
with full zeal and enthu-
siasm.

Event concluded with
Vote of thanks to all
dignitaries by CDPO
Gandhi Nagar.

Neeraj Kundan supports
Songli Village protest against
proposed dumping yard

Top News Report

BISHNAH, May 23:
Neeraj Kundan, AICC
Secretary and Co-
Incharge Organiza-
tion, has announced
his full support for the
people of Songli vil-
lage in Bishnah, who
are protesting against
a planned municipal
dumping yard. Songli
is a village known for
its cultural and spiritual
importance, and the
dumping yard could
harm its environment
and heritage. Kundan
is standing with the vil-
lagers to protect their
community.

Kundan criticized the
decision to place a
dumping yard in Songli,
saying it disrespects
the village’s cultural
and religious value. He
warned that the dump-
ing site could pollute
water, damage soil,
and harm the health
of people and animals.
“We must protect
Songli’'s environment
and heritage,” Kundan
said, calling for devel-
opment that respects
nature and traditions.

He questioned why
Songli was chosen, as

PM Narendra Modiis a Man of Act10n° Kaith

Top News Report

R S PURA, May 23: At a meet-
ing held here today, BJP Activist
R.L.Kaith said the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is a man of action,
whatever he says he does. Soon
after the Pehalgam terrorists attack
that took place on April 22, 2025
and in which twenty seven tour-
ists were brutally martyred, the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had said that Pakistan will have
to pay a heavy price for every ter-

rorist attack... Pakistan’s army will
pay it, Pakistan’s economy will
pay it,” and so it happened. Modi
took strong actions against Paki-

stan including suspending Indus
Waters Treaty; Expulision of Paki-
stani military advisors and diplo-
matic downsizing; Revocation of
visas and travel bans; Closure of
Atari-Wagah border crossing; and
Execution of Operation Sindoor.
Kaith said India is quite safe and
will become a developed nation

under the leadership of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi.

All present in the meeting raised
their hands and said, “Modiji hum
aapke Sath Hain.”

it is not under municipal
control, and demanded
clear answers from the
authorities about their
decision.

Kundan promised to
support all demands of
the Songli community.
He warned that if the
government ignores
the villagers’ concerns,
they are ready to esca-
late their protest with
demonstrations. “We
stand with Songli to
save their village from
environmental damage
and disrespect,” he
said, pledging to con-
tinue fighting for the
community.

The protest in Songli
highlights concerns
about projects that
harm rural areas with-
out involving local
people. The dumping
yard threatens the vil-
lage’s culture, environ-
ment, and livelihoods.
Kundan’s support has
brought more attention
to the need for respon-
sible planning and com-
munity involvement.

Kundan demand the
immediate cancellation
of the dumping yard
plan. If the authorities
do not stop the project,
the community, with
Kundan’s support, will
strengthen their pro-
tests with large dem-
onstrations and other
peaceful actions to
protect their village.

GDCW Kathua organises motivational
~ function to promote sports among students

Top News Report

KATHUA, May 23:
The Student Welfare
Committee of Govern-
ment Degree College
for Women (GDCW),
Kathua, organised a
special function aimed
at promoting awareness
among students regard-
ing the importance of
sports in overall person-
ality development.

The event was held
under the supervision
of the college Princi-
pal, Dr. Savi Behl, who
encouraged students to
actively participate in co-
curricular activities.
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She emphasized that
holistic personality
development is incom-
plete without involve-
ment in such activities
and highlighted the role
of sports in building
physical and emotional
strength.

Dr. Rachna, Dean Stu-
dent Welfare (DSW),
stressed that education
must focus on the all-
round development of
students.

“For physical growth,
we must step beyond
the classroom and onto
the playground,” she
said.

The program also wit-

nessed the presence
of ltika from the Social
Welfare Department,
who distributed sports
kits to students. She
underscored the need to
engage youth in sports
to steer them away from
drugs and towards a
healthier lifestyle.

The event was also
graced by Dr. Seema
Jolly, Head of the
Department of Home
Science, Prof. Sachin-
jeet Singh, Prof. Surbhi
Gupta, and Jamwal,
Physical Director, who
supported the initiative
and interacted with the
students.

Health camp organized at CHC Sankoo
to mark World Hypertensmn Day

Top News Report

KARGIL, May 23:
As part of the global
observance of World
Hypertension Day, the
Community Health
Centre (CHC) Sankoo
organized a compre-
hensive Health Camp
and awareness program
focused on promoting
preventive healthcare
and holistic well-being.

The team of profes-
sional doctors com-
prised by Dr. Ghulam
Hussain Bardi, Senior
Physician Consultant,
District Hospital Kargil,
and Dr. Syed Iftikhar
Hussain, Physician at
CHC Sankoo.

Various stalls were
established at the
camp, offering included
General OPD Ser-
vices, Screening for
Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) such
as hypertension, diabe-

tes, and cancer, along
with laboratory testing
and health counselling.
All services were pro-
vided free of cost to the
local residents. A total,
111 patients availed
general OPD services,
90 patients underwent
NCD screening, and 24
patients received labo-
ratory diagnostic ser-
vices. Free medicines
and diagnostic facilities
were also distributed to
all beneficiaries. Health
education remained a
key component of the
program.

Zakiya Banoo (CHO),

Fayaz Ali, Nargis
(AFHC), and NCD Coun-
sellor Raziya Banoo
addressed the attend-
ees, raising awareness
about hypertension and
its risk factors.

They emphasized the
importance of adopting
a healthy lifestyle—
encouraging regular
physical activity, avoid-
ing tobacco use, staying
hydrated, reducing salt
intake, undergoing rou-
tine medical checkups,
and managing stress—
all essential steps to
prevent and control
hypertension.

Cleanliness Drive organized
by NSS Unit at GDC Marheen

Top News Report

MARHEEN, May 23:
The NSS Unit of Gov-
ernment Degree Col-
lege (GDC), Marheen
organized a cleanliness
drive on Friday under
the patronage of the
Principal, Prof. (Dr.)
Anupama Gupta. The
initiative aimed to pro-
mote hygiene, sanita-
tion, and environmental
responsibility among
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students.

During the drive, NSS
volunteers actively par-
ticipated in cleaning
the college premises
and surrounding areas.
They also took a pledge
to promote composting
for effective waste man-
agement.

A large number of stu-
dents joined the drive,
reflecting their commit-
ment towards a cleaner
and greener environ-

ment.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Arun Dev
Singh, NSS Programme
Officer. Faculty mem-
bers including Dr. Balbi-
nder Singh, Prof. Anoop
Sharma, Dr. Muni-
sha, Prof. Manu, Prof.
Diksha, Prof. Naresh
Kumari, Prof. Suman,
Dr. Meenu Sharma and
others were present on
the occasion to support
the initiative.

Edited, Printed, Published and Owned by: Rajiv Mahajan, Office : 17- New Rehari Jammu, Published from 17- New Rehari Jammu, and Printed from GK Offset Printing Press
situated at Shivalik Puram Janipur, Jammu on behalf of Rajiv Mahajan. Senior Editor : M. K Bangroo, Executive Editor : Anita Gupta, Photo Journalist: Aman Sharma (9906198186),
Head Office Jammu. Mobile No : (9906300707, 9086072548), Fax No: 0191-2561688.

e-mail: topnewsjk@gmail.com, editortopnewsjk@gmail.com

(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).




6

ENTERTAINMENT

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, May 23, 2025

Dil diya hai jaan bhi
denge, aye watan tere
liye — the song from
the film Karma (1986)
plays in the background
as actor Dipannita
Sharma walks towards
India Gate. AImost as a
reflex, she salutes look-
ing towards the iconic
monument.

“l feel so proud to
be part of this country
where we have such
brave soldiers who
have been protecting
us. Sometimes, we don’t
even know what'’s going
on at the borders and
yet live in peace with
our families because our
soldiers are safeguard-
ing our country and its
people,” she muses
during her recent trip
to the Capital, which
marked her theatrical
debut on stage as part
of a play titled Ishwar.

Having debuted in Bol-
lywood with the 2002
film 16 December, where
she played an Indian
officer, she has the
highest regard for those
who serve the nation.
Post recent tensions
at the Indo-Pak border,
visiting India Gate has a
new meaning for Dipan-
nita now. “It gives me
goosebumps as | recall

that just before | board-
ed the flight to Delhi,
at the Mumbai airport
| met a young woman
who approached me to
appreciate my work in a
short film. As we started
chatting, she showed
me a gorgeous picture
with her husband, to
whom she was married
when 23-24 years old;
a year or two later, her
husband was called to
the Siachen border.
Before going, the young
soldier told his wife that
he knew his seniors
had not returned from
this posting and gave
her strength to move on
if he didn’t return... He
didn’t return,” shares
the 45-year-old, adding,
“As she narrated her
life story in a composed
manner, | was teary-
eyed and filled with pride
for our soldiers and their
spouses who live and
lay their lives for the
country. | am now trying
to reach out to the young
lady on social media.”
“The feeling [of pride]
is so alive. In my heart
and head, | saw India
Gate and paid a trib-
ute to all our soldiers,”
Dipannita says.
Training for her role, in
the movie 16 December,

is also steeped in her
memory. She recounts,
“l learnt how to hold a
gun and the posture of
a commando, among
other things... Had it not
been the character of a
strong, resilient woman,
who is also an Indian
officer, | wouldn’t have
made my debut back
then.”

Dramatic Debut

Dipannita portrays the

Samay Raina wishes he had
cut ‘unwanted stuff’ from life,

shares update on Latent

Comedian Samay Raina recently
opened up about the controversy sur-
rounding his YouTube show ‘India’s Got
Latent’. He spoke about the life les-
sons he learnt after the controversial
episode blew up and became online
chatter.

In a podcast with Raj Shamani, Raina
spoke about the show’s future, what he
learnt from the backlash, and how he’s
moving forward after the row.

When Shamani asked if ‘India’s
Got Latent’ would return, the come-
dian replied, “Woh toh Samay hi bata
payega (Only time will tell). Main nahi
(And I am not talking about myself). You
need to give it some time. Good things
take time. Time is the best healer”.

In what seemed to be a reflection
on the controversy around his show,
Raina admitted he should have edited
out some parts. “Kai baar unwanted
cheezein reh jaati hai life mein, jisko
baadmein dekhke regret karte ho ke
kaash maine uss time yeh kat diya hota,
par bahut der ho gai hoti hai (Many
times, unwanted things stay in life,
which we later look back on and regret,
thinking ‘if only | had cut that out back
then,’But it’s often too late by then”.

Though he didn’t confirm when the
show would return, the 27-year-old You-
Tuber admitted to learning lessons from

past experiences.

‘India’s Got Latent’ faced massive
backlash earlier this year when a video
clip went viral, especially a comment
made by podcaster Ranveer Allahbadia
that many people found offensive. The
FIR filed against Samay and other cre-
ators like Ashish Chanchlani, Apoorva
Mukhija, and Allahbadia accused them
of promoting obscene and inappropriate
content on a public platform.

Meanwhile, Samay Raina is getting
ready for his comeback tour. Earlier,
he announced that the tour will span
across Europe, the UK, Australia,
and New Zealand, starting June 5 in
Cologne and ending July 20 in Sydney.

H

mythological charac-
ter of Sita, in the play
Ishwar. “But this Sita
is not a damsel in dis-
tress,” she shares, as
she looks back on the
time she performed
in a stage play for the
first time ever. “I was in
class 2 or 3, and played
an old woman with my
back bent and paan
stains around my mouth.
This play was written

by my Aaita (maternal
grandmother in Assa-
mese) and directed by
my mother. From then
till now, one thing has
remained a constant —
butterflies in the stom-
ach before going on the
stage (smiles)!”

Batch of ‘98

The actor, who hails
from the Northeast,
reminisces the good
old days when she was
pursuing graduation
from Delhi University’s
Indraprastha College
For Women and “the
same year took part in
Miss India”. Recalling
her #CampusKeDin, she
shares: “It was my first
evening out in Delhi as
a hosteller and | visited
India Gate along with
other college mates
for the first time. After
that we started visiting
quite often and would
bring rice, dal and veg-
etables to have dinner
in picnic style, followed
by ice cream from the
carts that are always
around this area. Some-
times, we would head to
Connaught Place after
dinner to grab a hot
chocolate fudge. Those
college days were so
fun!”

Prateik Smita Patil on dropping
his surname: I didn’t want to
belong to them

Actor Prateik Smita Patil never minces
words when it comes to speaking can-
didly about his personal life. He recent-
ly revealed that his mother’s family and
his father, Raj Babbar, were involved
in a custody battle over him. Prateik
admitted that he initially felt ‘bitter’
towards both parents while questioning
his identity. He also opened up about
his decision to adopt his mother’s sur-
name.

Prateik, in a recent interview with
Varinder Chawla’s YouTube channel
said, “I was born Prateik. There was a
custody battle for me from my mom'’s
side of the family and my father’s side
of the family. My mom’s side won. There
was still a battle for the surname. Final-
ly, in the passport, it was ‘Prateik Smit
Babbar’. It wasn’t even Smita, so grow-
ing up, | was ‘Prateik Smit Babbar.’ In
school, everyone thought | was Chris-
tian because they would wonder, ‘Why

Smit?’, no one cared for Babbar. Every-
one just called me Smit.”

He further said, “In my first film, my
name was Prateik Babbar, and then
the devil got the better of me and |
started thinking ‘Kaun hai maa? Kaun
hai baap? (Who is mom? Who is dad?)’
Then | started thinking, ‘I don’t want to
be Patil, | don’t want to be Babbar. |
want to be just Prateik.’ For a few films,
| was only Prateik because | was bitter
about my parents. | was like, | don’t
want to belong to them. They have only
given me trauma my entire life. | don’t
want to belong to them, and then | con-
tinued with Prateik.”

While pointing out his changed name,
the actor concluded, “| had to embrace
that name, it makes me complete. Now,
| am complete, | feel complete. Priya
(Banerjee) said ‘Prateik, you owe it to
her; she gave her life for you, you owe
that, you are her son’ and that hit dif-
ferently. | was like ‘this is who | have
to be’.”

Earlier, Prateik, in an interview with
Times Now, had said that he did not
invite his father and his family to his
wedding since it took place at his moth-
er’s place. The actor stated that it would
have been ‘unethical to have him and
his family,” since his late mother and
Nadira Babbar had complications in the
past.

Prateik got married to Priya Banerjee
in a close-knit family ceremony. Sharing
the photos, Priya wrote, “I'll marry you
in every lifetime (sic).”

Prateik was last seen in Nani-starrer
Telugu crime action-thriller ‘HIT: The
Third Case.’

Sophie Choudry talked about facing casting
couch in Bollywood

British singer and
actor Sophie Choudry,
known for her roles in
Bollywood films such as
Shaadi No. 1, Pyaar Ke
Side Effects, and Once
Upon a Time in Mumbai
Dobaara!, recently
opened up about her
experience with the cast-
ing couch in the industry.
In an interview with Hau-
terrfly, Sophie revealed
she was asked to “com-
promise” for a role and
recalled how those early
encounters shaped her
career choices.

Sophie shared, “I first
and foremost came as
a singer. | already had
2-3 hit albums. And of
course, that itch was def-
initely there to try a bit of
acting as well. | did meet
a few people. Some very
nice people and some
people who made the
kind of remarks that |
was personally not very
comfortable with. From
whatever | understood,
my mom jokes about it
now that when we first
came here, people used

Scarlett Johansson shines at Cannes with

grief-themed film ‘Eleanor the Great’

Hollywood actress
Scarlett Johansson
made her directo-
rial debut at the 78th
Cannes Film Festival
with Eleanor the Great,
a heartfelt indie film star-
ring June Squibb.

The film tells the story
of a 94-year-old woman
named Eleanor (played
by Squibb), who, after
the death of her best
friend (Rita Zohar),
relocates to New York.
There, she unintention-
ally attends the wrong
meeting at a Jewish
Community Center
and assumes her late
friend’s identity as a
Holocaust survivor.

The film delicately
explores the themes of
grief, loneliness, and the
longing for connection.

Speaking about the
inspiration behind the
film, Johansson said,
“There’s a lack of empa-
thy in the zeitgeist for-

giveness feels less pos-
sible in the environment
we’re in.” The film was
showcased in the Un
Certain Regard section
and has been lauded for
its tender tone and char-
acter-driven storytelling.

As reported by Associ-
ated Press, Johansson,
shared that the desire to
direct had been part of
her journey for years. “|
would not have had the
confidence to direct this
film 10 years ago,” she
admitted.

The Cannes premiere
came shortly after her
appearance on Sat-
urday Night Live and
ahead of her upcom-
ing blockbuster role in
Jurassic World Rebirth.

Over the years,
Johansson has expand-
ed her creative role in
Hollywood. She has
produced several films,
including Black Widow,
Fly Me to the Moon, and

N

now Eleanor the Great.

Her directorial debut is
a constant effort of her
recent pattern of follow-
ing her instincts, includ-
ing her public disputes
with major companies
like Disney and OpenAl.

The film’s emotion-

al impact was felt at
Cannes, where both
Johansson and Squibb
received a standing ova-
tion. “Holding June at
that moment was unfor-
gettable,” Johansson
said, recalling the festi-
val’s warm reception.

to tell us, ‘you’ll have to
adjust, compromise’.
So we didn’t under-
stand what they meant.
My mom used to think,
Yes, my daughter is
very hardworking and
will work 15 hours if you
need her to.”

She further revealed
that she ‘walked out
of pretty big things’
because of this and
added, “There’s this
perception that when
you come from abroad,
you are easy. So it's
kind of like, ‘one more
won't make a difference
to you,’ Like you don’t
even understand what
they are talking about.
And then it’s spelt out in
a slightly more detailed
manner that you have
to keep such and such
happy. The best is
when they say, ‘I want
to meet you more, know
my potential heroine
more,” or ‘Oh my mar-
riage is going through
a bad patch, and | want
to spend time with you
because | really con-

nect with you.” All this
rubbish and then you
realise he’ll never make
the film and he is just
wasting my time.”

About Sophie Choudry

Sophie began her sing-
ing career at the age of
12 and went on to deliv-
er several hits includ-
ing Habibi, Le Le Mera
Dil, and Babylove. She
moved to Mumbai in
2003 and became a VJ
for MTV India, gaining
popularity as the host
of the show MTV Love-
line. She made her Bol-
lywood debut in David
Dhawan’s Shaadi No.
1, which starred Sanjay
Dutt, Fardeen Khan,
Zayed Khan, Esha Deol,
and Soha Ali Khan. Over
the years, she featured
in a number of films and
became known for her
special dance numbers
in movies like Shoot-
out at Wadala and the
Telugu film 1: Nenokka-
dine. Most recently, she
appeared as herself in
a special cameo in Love
Sex Aur Dhokha 2.

Rajkummar Rao joins filmmaker Soojit
Sircar in a two-hero comedy film: Report

Filmmaker Shoojit Sircar is
ready to try something new with a
comedy film featuring two heroes.
Rajkummar Rao has been final-
ised to play one of the main roles
in this yet-to-be-titled satirical
comedy.

According to a report in Pinkvilla,
the actor and director have been in
discussions for a while. “Rajkum-
mar Rao and Shoojit Sircar have
been jamming about a probable
collaboration for a while now, and
the energies have finally aligned on
this yet untitled satirical comedy.
Rajkummar has given a go ahead
to the script, with the intent of
starting the shoot towards the end
of 2025,” the source revealed to
the entertainment portal.

With Rao on board, the hunt is
now on for the second lead. Sircar
is reportedly looking for a credible
actor with strong comic sensibili-
ties to complement Rao’s perfor-
mance. “The brief is simple — a
credible actor, with some comic
timing. Shoojit also wants to work
with secure people, who don’t
interfere much in the process of

filmmaking. Two-hero films are
tricky, and it’s crucial to work with
right energies. Shoojit has found
Raj, who aligns with his sensibili-
ties and the hunt for parallel lead
is underway,” the source added.

The production team is expect-
ed to finalise the filming schedule
once the second actor is con-
firmed.

Meanwhile, Rajkummar Rao has
a packed slate. He is currently
gearing up for the release of ‘Bhool
Chuk Maaf’, produced by Dinesh
Vijan, and is simultaneously work-
ing on two of his own productions
slated for direct release on Netflix.
Additionally, ‘Mr and Mrs Mahi’, co-
starring Janhvi Kapoor, is set to hit
theatres on May 31.
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Top industry leaders Mukesh Ambani, Gautam Adani and Anil Agarwal attend the

inauguration of Rising North East Investors Summit

NEW DELHI, May 23 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the North-
eastern region is witnessing
unprecedented progress and
the government is determined
to accelerate its growth story.

Addressing the Rising North
East Investors Summit here, he
also said that diversity of the
Northeast is its biggest strength
and that the region is emerging
as the frontrunner of growth.

“The Northeast is witnessing
unprecedented progress. We
are determined to accelerate
its growth story,” he said while
inaugurating the two-day event
which is being attended by chief
ministers of the region, union
ministers, bureaucrats, diplo-
mats among others.

Top industry leaders Mukesh
Ambani, Gautam Adani, Anil
Agarwal among others attended
the inaugural session.

Modi said for his government,
EAST means - “Empower, Act,
Strengthen and Transform”.
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“There was a time when North-
east was only called frontier,
now it is frontrunner of growth,”
he said.

He said the Northeast was
earlier synonymous with bombs,
guns and rockets which took
away many opportunities from
youths there.

“Over 10,000 youths in the
Northeast have given up vio-
lence in last decade,” he said.

Prime Minister Modi also said
that his government follows a

zero tolerance policy, be it ter-
rorism or Naxalism.

The summit is being organised
with an aim of highlighting the
Northeast region as a land of
opportunity, attracting global
and domestic investment and
bringing together key stakehold-
ers, investors, and policy-mak-
ers on a single platform, officials
said.

The event is the culmination
of various pre-summit activities,
such as series of roadshows,

and states’ roundtables, includ-
ing ambassador’s meet and
bilateral chambers meet organ-
ised by the central government
with active support from the
state governments of the North-
eastern region.

The summit will include min-
isterial sessions, business-to-
government sessions, business-
to-business meetings, start ups
and exhibitions of policy and
related initiatives taken by state
governments and central minis-
tries for investment promotion,
officials said.

The main focus sectors of
investment promotion include
tourism and hospitality, Agro-
food processing and allied sec-
tors, textiles, handloom and
handicrafts, healthcare, edu-
cation and skill development,
information technology and
information technology enabled
services, infrastructure and
logistics, energy, entertainment
and sports.

Boy, 12, allegedly drinks pesticide after being
accused of stealing chips packet from shop; dies

KOLKATA, May 23
(Agencies): A 12-year-
old boy died by allegedly
consuming pesticide
after he was accused
of “stealing” a packet of
chips from a store and
made to do sit-ups by
the shopkeeper at Pan-
skura in Paschim Medi-
nipur district, a police
officer said Friday.

Krishendu Das, a class
7 student, allegedly lifted
a packet of chips from a
shop at Gosaiber bazar
in the Panskura area
on Thursday evening
after he failed to find the
shopkeeper Subhankar
Dikshit.

He had called out
“uncle | will buy chips”
repeatedly without any
response and finally left
the shop allegedly with
one packet of chips, the
officer said quoting his
grief-stricken mother.

He was allegedly
chased by Dikshit
who came back to the
shop soon afterwards,
slapped and asked to do
sit-ups in full public view,
the officer said quoting a
complaint by the family.

The officer said a
probe is underway.

Das’ mother was sum-
moned to the spot and
she also scolded him

and slapped him while
the boy claimed he
picked up the junk food
packet lying in a heap
before the shop and
would have come to pay
later.

He even offered to pay
immediately apologis-
ing for lifting the packet
without the consent of
the shopowner but the
shopowner accused him
of lying.

A sulking Krishnendu
then returned to his
house with his mother,
bolted the door of his
room from inside and did
not open the door.

After some time his

MBBS student gang-raped
in Maharashtra’s Sangli; 2
classmates, their friend held

MUMBAI, May 23
(Agencies): A third-
year MBBS student
was allegedly raped in
Maharashtra’s Sangli
district by her two class-
mates and one of their
friends after they spiked
her drink, police said on
Friday.

Police have arrested
the three accused per-
sons, who are from
Pune, Solapur and
Sangli. A court has
remanded them in
police custody till May
27, an official said.

The 22-year-old medi-
cal student was alleg-

edly targeted on May
18, when she and the
accused had planned
to watch a movie in
a theatre around 10
pm. Before that, the
accused took her to a
flat for a brief halt.

The accused, who
were under the influ-
ence of alcohol, offered
her a spiked drink. She
felt giddy after consum-
ing, the survivor told the
police.

The trio, aged between
20 and 22, then alleg-
edly sexually assaulted
her and threatened her
with dire consequences

if she spoke about it, the
official said.

The survivor, originally
from Belagavi in Karna-
taka, later narrated the
incident to her parents,
following which they
approached the Vish-
rambag police station.

The accused have
been booked under
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita sections for gang
rape and other charges.

Police are also analys-
ing the complainant’s
statement, he said,
adding that a further
probe is underway.

H

mother along with
neighbours broke open
the door and found him
frothing from the mouth
with a half-empty pesti-
cide bottle lying on his
side, the officer said,
adding that a note pur-
portedly scribbled by
him in Bengali was
found lying on the side.

“Maa | am not a thief.
| did not steal. Uncle
(shopkeeper) was not
around as | waited.
While returning | spotted
a kurkure packet lying
on the road and picked it
up. | love Kurkure,” said
the note.

Krishnendu further

said, “These are my
final words before leav-
ing. Please excuse me
for this act(consuming
pesticide)”.

He was taken to
Tamluk Hospital and
admitted to ICU but died
soon afterwards.

The shopowner, also a
civic volunteer associat-
ed with Bengal Police to
assist in traffic manage-
ment, initially claimed he
did not assault the child.

But after the incident
became known he could
not be traced as a crowd
assembled before his
closed shop.

Rahul Gandhi takes swipe at
Jaishankar, says India’s foreign
policy has collapsed

NEW DELHI, May 23
(Agencies): Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
on Friday claimed that
India’s foreign policy
has “collapsed” and
asked External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
to explain why has India
been hyphenated with
Pakistan and who asked
US President Donald
Trump to “mediate”
between the two South
Asian neighbours.

Gandhi tagged a post
by the Congress which
carried a video clip of
Jaishankar answer-
ing questions on the
Pahalgam terror attack
and the subsequent
tensions between India
and Pakistan, during
an interview with Dutch
broadcaster NOS

“Will JJ explain: Why
has India been hyphen-
ated with Pakistan? Why
didn’t a single country
back us in condemning
Pakistan? Who asked
Trump to “mediate”
between India & Paki-
stan?” Gandhi said.

“India’s foreign policy
has collapsed,” the
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha claimed.

Gandhi on Thursday
had accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
of having compromised
with India’s prestige
and asked him why he
sacrificed the nation’s
interests by agreeing to
halting of military hostili-
ties against Pakistan.

“Modi ji, stop giving

hollow speeches. Just
tell: Why did you believe
Pakistan’s statement
on terrorism? Why did
you sacrifice India’s
interests by bowing to
Trump? Why does your
blood boil only in front
of cameras? You have
compromised with the
prestige of India!,” he
had said in a post on X.

Congress leaders
have been hitting out
at the External Affairs
Minister, calling him
“Jaichand Jaishankar”.

The reference is from
the epic poem ‘Prith-
viraj Raso’ in which
Jaichand, a Rajput
ruler, is said to be allied
with Muhammad Ghori
against another Rajput
ruler Prithviraj Chau-
han.

AICC secretary in
the office of the Con-
gress president Gaurav
Pandhi said, “Every
single day that Jaichand
Jaishankar continues as
the Minister of External
Affairs, he remains not
just a liability but a seri-
ous threat to India’s
national interests. He
should be removed from
office without delay, and
an independent inquiry
must be instituted to
investigate his failures.

The Congress has
been questioning the
government for halt-
ing Operation Sindoor
at a time when the
armed forces were
going strong and taking
decisive action against

terror camps in Paki-
stan.

The war of words
between Congress and
BJP over their lead-
ers’ statements on the
Indo-Pak conflict has
intensified this week,
with the ruling party
calling Rahul Gandhi
“modern age Mir Jafar”
and the opposition party
describing Jaishankar
as “new age Jaichand”.

The two parties traded
barbs over their remarks
on Operation Sindoor
and also posted memes
on social media, each
suggesting that the
other has betrayed the
nation.

The Congress and
Rahul Gandhi have
attacked Jaishankar,
alleging he had fore-
warned Pakistan about
Operation Sindoor.

The US President has
been repeatedly claim-
ing that he helped settle
the tensions between
India and Pakistan.

India carried out preci-
sion strikes under Oper-
ation Sindoor on terror
infrastructure early on
May 7 in response to
the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that killed

26 people.
Following the Indian
action, Pakistan

attempted to attack
Indian military bases
on May 8, 9and 10. The
Indian forces launched
a fierce counter-attack
on several Pakistani
military installations.

India and Pakistan
reached an understand-
ing on May 10 to end the
military confrontation
after four days of intense
cross-border drone and
missile strikes.

On May 10, Trump had
announced that India
and Pakistan agreed
to a full and immediate
ceasefire after a long
night of talks “mediated”
by Washington.

Delhi High Court denies bail to man who leaked

Army information to Pakistan

NEW DELHI, May 23 (Agencies): The Delhi
High Court has denied bail to Mohsin Khan,
a scrap dealer accused of aiding the transfer
of sensitive Indian Army information to Paki-

stani intelligence.

Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma, who pro-
nounced the order, held that the alleged
offences committed by Khan go beyond
individual or institutional harm and threaten

the nation’s integrity.

“The offence in question in the present case
is not merely one against a particular indi-
vidual, institution, or group, but is an offence
against the very integrity, sovereignty, and
security of Bharat,” the Bar and Bench
quoted the court as saying.

The court also underlined that acts of espio-
nage strike at the heart of national security
and must not be treated with lenience.

“In cases involving alleged acts of espio-
nage and transmission of sensitive informa-
tion to foreign agencies, the threshold for
grant of bail is necessarily higher, and the

Punjab Police arrests 101 drug smugglers,
seizes 15.9 kg heroin

CHANDIGARH, May
23 (Agencies): As part
of the ongoing ‘Yudh
Nashian Virudh’ cam-
paign to eradicate the
menace of drugs from
Punjab, police have
arrested 101 drug smug-
glers and seized 15.9
kg of heroin, 102 kg of
poppy husk and drug
money worth Rs 25.52
lakh from their posses-
sion, officials said on
Friday.

The arrests and sei-
zures were made on the
82nd day of the anti-drug
campaign on Thursday,

police said, taking the
total number of drug
smugglers arrested to
12,650 since the launch
of the drive.

The operation was
conducted simultane-
ously in all the 28 police
districts of the state on
the direction of DGP
Gaurav Yadav.

According to Special
DGP (law and order)
Arpit Shukla, more than
200 police teams com-
prising 1,300 police
personnel conducted
the raids at 460 loca-
tions across the state on

Thursday, leading to the
registration of 79 FIRs.
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Police also checked
497 suspicious persons

during the day-long
operation, he said.

Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann has asked
the commissioners of
police, deputy com-
missioners and senior
superintendents of
police to make Punjab a
drug-free state.

The Punjab govern-
ment has also consti-
tuted a five-member
Cabinet sub-committee
headed by Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema to monitor
the crackdown against
drugs.

Court must be guided by the larger interest
of justice and national security, rather than
merely the passage of time in custody,” the
judge noted.

Khan, who also runs a mobile repair and
recharge shop, is accused of being part of an said.
espionage syndicate and acting as a conduit
for funds from an officer of the Pakistani High
Commission. Authorities claimed he facilitat-
ed the illicit transmission of classified military
information acquired from Paramjeet Kumar,
a man posted in the Indian Army at Pokhran.

Khan’s counsel argued that his client had
been falsely implicated based on routine
commercial transactions. He claimed that
recharging phones or transferring money
does not constitute an offence and insisted
there is no direct evidence linking Khan to
the conspiracy.

Despite noting that Khan has remained in
custody for nearly four years, the court held
that bail cannot be granted solely on that
basis. “While the right to personal liberty is

indeed fundamental, the gravity, nature, and
seriousness of the offence, as well as the
potential impact on national security and the

integrity of the investigative process, must

also be taken into account,” Justice Sharma

The judge also acknowledged the role of
the armed forces in safeguarding the nation.
“It must be remembered that the nation rests
peacefully because its armed forces remain
vigilant. It is in their unconditional duty and
commitment that the citizenry finds assur-
ance of safety and continuity of the constitu-
tional order,” Justice Sharma added.

While rejecting the bail plea, the High Court
directed the trial court to expedite proceed-
ings in the case. “Considering that the offence
in question involves the security of the entire

nation and Indians, and the applicant herein

was part of a syndicate, who were working
against the security of the country, this Court
does not find it a fit case to grant bail to the
present applicant,” it stated.

16-Year-old boy stabbed to

join teen group

NEW DELHI, May 23
(Agencies): Two teenag-
ers allegedly stabbed
a 16-year-old boy to
death in broad daylight
in north Delhi’s Burari
area after he refused to
join their group, an offi-
cial said on Friday.

He was returning
home with a friend on
Thursday afternoon
near Gandhi Chowk
when two assailants
stabbed him multiple
times in the chest, they
said.

“We have appre-

hended two minor boys
for stabbing a boy as
the accused wanted
the victim to join their
group,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police
(North) Raja Banthia
said.

He added, however,
that the motive is “yet
to be ascertained”.

A PCR call was
received at 2.32 pm
reporting that a boy
had been stabbed in
the chest near Pinki
Colony, Gandhi Chowk
in Burari, the officer

death in Delhi after refusing to

said. The victim was
identified to be a resi-
dent of Bhalswa.

“We are examining the
CCTYV footage from the
vicinity and have also
recorded the statement
of the eyewitness, who
is the victim’s friend,” he
added.

A case under relevant
sections of the BNS has
been registered, police
said.

The body was sent for
post-mortem and fur-
ther investigation is in
progress,they said.
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Trump says Russia-Ukraine prisoners Swap
completed, hints at ‘something big’

Russia and Ukraine have completed a major prisoner swap, as announced by former US President

Donald Trump. The exchange follows recent direct talks between the two countries in Istanbul.

WASHINGTON, May 23
(Agencies): US President
Donald Trump announced on
Friday that a major prisoner
swap between the two nations
has been completed in the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine war.

“A major prisoners swap was
just completed between Russia
and Ukraine. It will go into effect
shortly. Congratulations to
both sides on this negotiation.
This could lead to something
big???,” Trump posted on his
social media platform, Truth

Social.

The announcement comes a
day after a Ukrainian military
intelligence official confirmed
that Ukraine had submitted a
list of 1,000 prisoners of war to
Russia in preparation for the
swap.

The exchange deal was
reportedly finalised earlier this
month in Istanbul during the
first direct talks between Rus-
sian and Ukrainian officials in
more than three years.

JSMM urges global recognition for Sindhudesh, calls for
action against Pakistani oppression

DARMSTADT, May 23 (Agencies): The
Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM), led by
chairman Shafi Burfat, has made an urgent
request to the United Nations, international
human rights organisations, democratic
nations, and global civil groups to acknowl-
edge Sindhudesh as an independent nation
and denounce Pakistan’s ongoing military
control and systematic oppression of the
Sindhi people.

In a detailed political and humanitarian doc-
ument entitled The Sindhudesh Global Free-
dom Charter, JSMM emphasised Sindh’s rich
civilisational history and its ongoing battle
against colonial rule, first under British domi-
nation and then under what it refers to as a
“Punjabi-dominated military-security state”
in Pakistan.

The Charter claims that Sindh, which is
home to the ancient Indus Valley Civilisa-
tion, was never a willing participant in the
establishment of Pakistan. JSMM contend-
ed that the inclusion of Sindh in Pakistan in
1947 constituted a betrayal of its national
aspirations and historical identity. Accord-
ing to JSMM, Sindh currently exists under a
form of colonial rule, deprived of sovereignty
and controlled through military and political

oppression.

JSMM has accused the Pakistani govern-
ment of exploiting Sindh’s abundant natural
resources, including oil, gas, coal, ports, and
agricultural land, while leaving the region
in poverty. It asserted that state-sponsored
resettlement initiatives are being employed to
change Sindh’s demographic profile, dimin-
ishing Sindhis to a minority in their land. The
Charter also points out the environmental
damage caused by the redirection of the
Indus River, which has led to the desertifica-
tion of fertile Sindhi territory.

The statement firmly condemned Paki-
stan’s security forces for perpetrating seri-
ous human rights abuses in Sindh, including
enforced disappearances, torture, and extra-
judicial killings of political activists, journal-
ists, and student leaders. It mentioned that
anti-terrorism legislation is being misused to
target secular and nationalist movements,
whereas religious extremists receive support
from the state.

JSMM reiterated its call for a free, secular,
and democratic Republic of Sindhudesh,
rooted in principles of equality, minority
rights, and social welfare. It referenced inter-
national regulations, such as the UN Charter
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and the ICCPR, to advocate for Sindh’s right
to self-determination.

In a particular message to Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the people of
India, JSMM appealed for moral, political,
and practical backing, stressing the histori-
cal and cultural connections between Sindh
and India. Additionally, it urged interna-
tional organisations to dispatch observers,
denounce human rights violations, and aid
Sindh’s peaceful liberation movement.

4 dead and 17 trapped in landslides in southwestern China

BEIJING, May 23 (Agencies): Landslides in
arural area in China’s southwestern Guizhou
province have killed at least four people with
17 others still missing in the debris, state
media said today.

Two bodies were found in Changshi town-
ship on Thursday, and two others in nearby
Qingyang village, where a landslide buried
19 people from eight households, according

Two low intensity earthquakes
hit western Nepal; no

to state-run Xinhua News Agency.

Most of Guowa township, where Qingyang
is located, had lost power after the land-
slides, a local newspaper reported.

Aresident told state media that it had rained
all night.

A drone video of the area showed a large
swathe of brown earth that cut through the
green slope of the hilly terrain.

4 Killed, around 50,000 remain
stranded in flood-hit Australia

SYDNEY, May 23 (Agencies): The
body of a man was found in a car
trapped in floodwaters in Australia’s
southeast on Friday, raising the death
count to four, after three days of inces-
sant rain cut off entire towns, swept
away livestock and destroyed homes.

Police said the man was found near
Coffs Harbour, around 550 km (342
miles) north of Sydney. The search
continued for a person missing since
the deluge began early this week.

Around 50,000 people are still iso-
lated, emergency services personnel
said, as they look to ramp up efforts to
supply essential supplies after weather
conditions eased.

But authorities warned residents
returning to their flooded homes to
watch out for dangers.

“If your home or premise has been
inundated, floodwaters have contami-
nants. There can be vermin, snakes
... So you need to assess those risks.
Electricity can also pose a danger
as well,” state Emergency Services
Deputy Commissioner Damien John-
ston told reporters.

Television videos showed submerged
intersections and street signs, cars
up to their windshields in water, after

fast-rising waters burst river banks
and flooded several rural towns in the
Hunter and Mid North Coast regions
of New South Wales, Australia’s most
populous state.

Debris from the floods, and dead and
lost livestock, have washed up on the
coast.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said
he would visit the flood-hit towns on
Friday.

“It's pretty horrific, the conditions ...
this is a really serious situation,” Alba-
nese told radio station Triple M New-
castle.

More than 100 schools remained
closed on Friday, while thousands of
properties were without power. Rivers
would stay above danger levels for sev-
eral days, authorities said.

A wild weather system that dumped
around four months of rain over three
days shifted south towards Sydney on
Thursday, though the weather bureau,
in its latest update, said it is expected
to ease by Friday evening.

Warragamba Dam, which supplies
80% of Sydney’s water supply and is
currently at around 96% of capacity,
could spill over soon after heavy rain
overnight, officials said.

Turkish prosecutors target 63
members of military over ties to
2016 coup attempt

ISTANBUL, May 23 (Agencies): Pros-
ecutors in Turkey issued arrest war-
rants for 63 active-duty military person-
nel Friday over links to a group accused
of attempting a coup in 2016.

Istanbul Chief Public Prosecutor’s
Office said the suspects included four
colonels and came from the army, navy,
air force and gendarmerie. Early morn-
ing raids across the country resulted in
56 suspects being detained.

They are allegedly tied to an out-
lawed group that Turkey refers to as
the Fethullahist Terror Organisation,
or FETO. lIts leader, Fethullah Gulen,
died in October last year in the United
States, where he had lived since 1999
in self-imposed exile.

Some 290 people were killed in July
2016 when rogue military units took
to the streets of Ankara and Istanbul
in a bid to depose the government
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Jet fighters bombed the parliament
building and presidential palace while
Erdogan narrowly escaped assassina-
tion or capture while vacationing on
the west coast. A subsequent purge of
the military, police, judiciary and other
state agencies saw tens of thousands

arrested. Schools, businesses and
media organisations tied to Gulen were
closed down.

The prosecutor’s statement said
those targeted Friday were identified
through telephone communications
and said FETO still posed the “great-
est threat to the constitutional order
and survival of the state”. Since the
failed coup, 25,801 military suspects
have been detained, it added.

The statement did not specify the
exact charges against the suspects.

Gulen, a former cleric, amassed a
worldwide following over decades and
aided Erdogan’s rise to power in 2003.
The alliance broke down after the gov-
ernment closed some Gulen-run edu-
cational establishments and Gulenists
in the police and judiciary pursued cor-
ruption allegations against Erdogan’s
government. Gulen always denied any
involvement in the failed coup. He was
wanted in Turkey, which repeatedly
demanded his extradition from the US.

The coup attempt contributed to the
acceleration of authoritarian tenden-
cies in Turkey, with Erdogan’s govern-
ment implementing measures that con-
solidated his powers.

‘Investment, not tariffs,” says Ishiba after telephone talks
with Trump before 3rd round of talks

some of those tariffs but

damages reported

KATHMANDU, May
23 (Agencies): Two low
intensity earthquakes hit
western Nepal on Friday
morning, with no reports
of any damage so far, an
official said.

A 5.1 magnitude earth-
quake with epicentre at
Khalanga in Baitadi dis-
trict hit at 1.48 am (local
time), according to the
Earthquake Monitoring
Centre.

The earthquake was
followed by an after-
shock of 3.7 magnitude
around 2.00 am (local
time).

Local residents pan-
icked and ran out of
their homes after the
two consecutive trem-
ors, the official said.
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Tremors were also felt
in neighbouring Dar-
chula, Bajhang, and
Dadeldhura districts, the
official said.

TOKYO, May 23
(Agencies): Japan’s
Prime Minister Shige-
ru Ishiba said Friday
that he held telephone
talks with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
agreed to hold “produc-
tive” discussions at an
upcoming tariff talks
between the two sides.

“Investment, not tar-
iffs,” Ishiba told report-
ers after the talks.
He said Japan’s posi-
tion to keep pushing
Washington to drop all
recent tariff measures
is unchanged and that
he stands by plans
to push for Japanese
investment to create

more jobs in the US in
exchange.

The two leaders held
talks just after Eco-
nomic Revitalization
Minister Ryosei Akaza-
wa, Japan’s chief tariff

negotiator, headed to
Washington for a third
round of talks with his
US counterparts. In
the earlier rounds of
talks, the US had not
agreed to the Japanese

requests.

Ishiba said he remind-
ed Trump that Japan’s
position was for the
US administration to
scrap all recent tariffs
on imports from Japan,
to which the US presi-
dent made no specific
response.

“I expressed my
expectations for pro-
ductive discussion to be
held, and we agreed,”
Ishiba told reporters.

The US is charging a
25% tariff on imports
of autos, a mainstay of
Japan’s trade with the
US and a key driver of
growth for the econo-
my. Trump has relaxed

has kept in place higher
tariffs on steel and alu-
minum.

Friday’s talks were
requested by Trump
and the two leaders
discussed about 45
minutes on range of
topics that also includ-
ed security cooperation
between the two allies
and the US president’s
recent visit to the Middle
East, Ishiba said.

He said the two lead-
ers also agreed to
hold talks when they
both attend the Group
of Seven summit in
Canada next month.

Heartening that America’s involvement made difference in stopping close
to full-scale war between India, Pakistan: US

WASHINGTON, May
23 (Agencies): The US
said it is “heartening”
that America’s “involve-
ment and assistance”
made a difference in
stopping a “close to
full-scale war erupting”
between India and Paki-
stan.

“...what has been a
generational concern
about violence and ter-
rorism in that region,
certainly, with the trou-
bles between India and
Pakistan — is that there

is a ceasefire,” State
Department Spokesper-
son Tammy Bruce said
at a press briefing.
“Obviously we know
— very close to full-scale
war erupting, and what's
very exciting and heart-
ening is that America’s
involvement and assis-
tance made a difference
in that stopping and a
ceasefire that has con-
tinued, but of course,
within that one expects,
as the world noticed,
again, that that has not

been resolved, that the
potential of having these
long-term problems
resolved has returned,”
Bruce said.

She was responding to
a question on US-India
relations and terrorism
emanating against India
from Pakistan.

“And it is an opportu-
nity, and the good news
is — that, unlike some
other regions, there has
been a commitmentto a
ceasefire,” Bruce said.

After the horrific April
22 terror attack in
Pahalgam in Jammu
and Kashmir in which
26 civilians were killed,
India launched Opera-
tion Sindoor targeting
terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.
Jammu dining guide-
Jammu and Kashmir
tourism

Following the Indian
action, Pakistan attempt-
ed to attack Indian mili-

tary bases on May 8,
9 and 10. The Indian
forces launched a fierce
counter-attack on sev-
eral Pakistani military
installations.

India and Pakistan
reached an understand-
ing on May 10 to end
the conflict after four
days of intense cross-
border drone and mis-
sile strikes.

US President Donald
Trump has made
repeated claims that his

administration brokered
a “ceasefire” between
India and Pakistan.
Indian government
sources in New Delhi
have maintained that
the Director Generals
of Military Operations
(DGMOs) of India and
Pakistan reached an
understanding to stop
all firings and military
actions on land, air and
sea, with immediate
effect. They said no third
party was involved.
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Mission Director HADP Commends Pioneering Poultry Unit in Baramulla
Top News Report W =

Dimple leads protest against
power and water crisis in Jammu

BARAMULLA, May

GIVE DRINKING WATEE DB
TOTALLY “FREE OF l:ﬂ!!'l'!
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23:
Sunil Dimple, President
of Mission Statehood,
led a massive protest
on the Janipur High
Court road against the
Power Development
Department (PDD) and
Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE) departments.
The protest, joined by a
large number of women,
children, and elderly
citizens, was held in
response to the ongoing
unscheduled power cuts
and acute drinking water
shortage amidst soaring
summer temperatures.

Addressing the pro-
testers, Dimple alleged
that residents are endur-
ing long hours of both
scheduled and unsched-
uled power cuts, leaving
patients, children, and
the elderly suffering in
the intense heat with-
out relief. He claimed
that the existing power
infrastructure is outdat-
ed and inefficient, with
transformers tripping
every ten minutes and
failing regularly. More-
over, he pointed out that
damaged transformers
and burnt cables often
go unrepaired for days,
exacerbating the crisis.

Dimple also raised
serious concerns over
the billing practices of
the electricity depart-

issuing inflated and
incorrect bills multiple
times within a single
month. He demanded
greater accountabil-
ity and transparency,
questioning where the
deposited bill payments
are going. He called
on the Chief Minister
to provide 200 units of
free electricity to all con-
sumers and warned of a
strong agitation against
the imposition of prepaid
metering systems.

Turning his attention to
the water crisis, Dimple
alleged that the Jal
Shakti and PHE depart-
ments have completely
failed to provide ade-
quate drinking water to
the residents of Jammu.
He claimed that several
city wards are facing an
acute scarcity of clean
drinking water, with
no effective measures
being taken.

To address the issue,
Dimple demanded the
immediate commence-
ment of construction
on the Chinab Water
Supply Project to bring
drinking water from
the Akhnoor River to
Jammu city. He also
urged the government
to ensure the supply
of clean drinking water
twice a day and to pur-
chase new water tank-
ers, as the existing fleet
is reportedly non-func-

tional and condemned.
Further, he called for
the provision of free
electricity and drinking
water for the people
of Jammu and Kash-
mir, highlighting the
hardships faced by
common citizens.
Prominent leaders
who joined the protest
included Rekha Devi,
Koushlya Kumari,
Poonam, Sunita,
Tarsem, Rajinder, Shi-
shupal Sharma, Babu
Singh, among others.

23: Sandeep Kumar,
Mission Director of
the Holistic Agriculture
Development Pro-
gramme (HADP), today
underscored the sig-
nificance of integrated
poultry farming during a
visit to the newly estab-
lished Composite Broil-
er Farm-cum-Hatchery
and Feed Mill in Binner,
Baramulla.

This state-of-the-art
facility, conceptualized
and developed by local
entrepreneur Khur-
sheed Ahmad Kakroo,
marks a significant
stride towards poultry
development and self-
sufficiency in the Kash-
mir Division.

Kumar was accompa-
nied by Dr. Parwinder
Singh Sudan, Direc-
tor, Animal Husbandry
Department, Kashmir,
and Dr. Rafiqg Ahmad
Shah, Director, Sheep
Husbandry Department,

Never forget these
Sfour truths in life...

1. Mother — The one you called in every pain,
Whose love healed your wounds again and again.

2. Father — Who lost everything so you could win,
His silent sacrifices lie deep within.

3. Teacher — Who guided you with wisdom’s light,
Helping you walk from darkness to bright.

4. God — The eternal, beyond birth and death,
Meeting whom is the soul’s final breath.

Keep these four close to

your heart always,

They are the guiding

stars of your life’s ways.

Dr Shreyansh Kumar
Jain State Chairman
Indian Yoga Associa-
tion 9419100743
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Kashmir.

Also joining the del-
egation were Yad-
vinder Sason, Joint
Director, Agriculture;
Dr. G.A. Lone, Chief
Animal Husbandry
Officer, Baramulla; Dr.
Showkat Ahmad, Dis-
trict Sheep Husbandry
Officer, Baramulla;
Showkat AD, Fisher-
ies; and other key
sectoral officers from
the Animal Husbandry
Department.

The visit focused
on the comprehen-
sive inspection of the
unit, which was estab-
lished under HADP’s
Poultry Development
Programme. Officials
provided an in-depth
briefing on the unit's
objectives and its align-
ment with the broader
vision for poultry sector
growth in the Kashmir
Division, particularly
within the Baramulla
district.

This pioneering unit,
the first of its kind in the
Kashmir Division, rep-
resents a substantial
investment exceeding
Rs 110 lakh. It received
crucial support from the
Department of Animal
Husbandry, Baramulla,
through a Rs 36 lakh
departmental subsidy.

The facility has
sourced high-quality
parent stock from one
of India’s most reputa-
ble poultry enterprises.
These birds are set to

to local poultry produc-
tion and self-sufficiency
by laying eggs for hatch-
ing Day-Old Chicks
(DOCs).

Sandeep Kumar
expressed his strong

interest in the unit’s
operations, commend-
ing both Kakroo for his
entrepreneurial spirit
and the Department of
Animal Husbandry for
their exemplary efforts.

He highlighted the
transformative poten-
tial of such initiatives
in enhancing rural live-
lihoods and bolster-
ing the poultry sector
across the valley.

Ophthalmic practice on

Asthenopia held at GDC R S Pura

Top News Report

R S PURA, May 23:
A preliminary activity
was conducted by NSS
unit in collaboration with
department of Zool-
ogy of GDC R. S. Pura
under the guidance of
Prof (Dr.) Preetpal Kour,
Principal of the college.

It was basically a qua-
si-experimental study
to assess the effec-
tiveness of ophthalmic
exercise on Asthenopia
among students. The
initiative was organized
by Gousia, a student
of Stephens College of
Nursing, Miran Sahib.

Near about 60 NSS
Volunteers of the col-
lege filled the ques-

tionnaire based on the
study.

The practice also
served as a valuable
training opportunity for
students from GDC
R.S. Pura, who gained
knowledge under expert
supervision. This exer-
cise created awareness
among the students
about the significance
of regular eye exami-
nation, early detection
of eyes related issues in
the present digital age
and the role of nutrition
and eye health.

On this event Dr.
Chanchal Angral, NSS
PO explained the stu-
dents the concept of
Asthenopia. She said
that it is an eye strain

or visual fatigue which
is caused due to pro-
longed or excessive use
of electronic devices
such as mobile phones,
laptops which require
focused vision. If not
timely managed it can
lead to blurred vision,
itichy and sore eyes,
she added.

Further, she
expressed gratitude
to the volunteers and
supporting staff for their
cooperation in the exe-
cution of the event. The
faculty member who
were present during the
drive were Dr. Shivani
Manchanda, Dr. Akriti
Parihar, Dr. Sunil Kumar
Mangoch and Dr. Sav-
leen Kour.

ment, accusing it of

contribute significantly
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attack was made on the soldiers
in Uri.

“We did a surgical strike. After
that, the Pulwama attack hap-
pened. In reply to which, we did
an air strike. Now, in Pahalgam,
innocent tourists were killed after
asking about their religion. Opera-
tion Sindoor was the reply to it. The
world is appreciating us for this. |
salute the Army,” he said.

India carried out precision strikes
under Operation Sindoor on terror
infrastructure early on May 7 in
response to the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack that killed 26 people.

Following the Indian action, Paki-
stan attempted to attack Indian
military bases on May 8, 9 and
10. The Indian forces launched a
fierce counter-attack on several
Pakistani military installations.

India and Pakistan reached an
understanding on May 10 to end
the military confrontation after four
days of intense cross-border drone
and missile strikes.

Hailing the role played by the
BSF in securing the country, Shah
said the force is a great example of
how one can overcome all difficul-
ties on the basis of patriotism and
become the best force in the world.

Referring to the BSF’s role in
guarding international borders,
including with Bangladesh, Shah
said the neighbouring country
should not forget the big role
played by the BSF in its creation.

He said on behalf of the entire
nation, he salutes more than 2,000
border guards who have made the
supreme sacrifice while fearlessly
walking the path of their duty with
the spirit of supreme sacrifice from
1965 to 2025 K F Rustamji was the
founding father and the first direc-
tor general of the BSF, the world’s
largest border guarding force with
about 2.75 lakh personnel tasked

to guard Indian borders with Paki-
stan on the west and Bangladesh
on the east.

The BSF was raised in 1965.

US Judge hars
Trump admin-
istrationto
detain, deport
international
students

“uniformly wreaked havoc” on the
legal status of international stu-
dents and likely “exceeded their
authority.”

The order bars the federal gov-
ernment from arresting or deporting
international students participating
in the Student and Exchange Visi-
tor Program (SEVP), a Department
of Homeland Security system that
oversees student visas. It also
prevents the administration from
revoking their legal immigration
status while litigation continues.

While the court did not rule
directly on the Harvard case, legal
experts told NYT that the injunction
is broad enough that it could par-
tially impede the administration’s
efforts to enforce the decision.

“The relief the court grants pro-
vides plaintiffs with a measure
of stability and certainty,” White
wrote. “That they will be able to
continue their studies or their
employment without the threat of
re-termination hanging over their
heads.”

In his ruling, White criticized the
administration’s shifting legal justi-
fications and said there appeared
to be a concerted attempt to place
visa enforcement actions “beyond
judicial review.” “At each turn in
this and similar litigation across the
nation,” White wrote, “defendants
have abruptly changed course
to satisfy courts’ expressed con-
cerns. It is unclear how this game
of whack-a-mole will end unless
defendants are enjoined from skirt-

ing their own mandatory regula-
tions.”

The injunction applies to all “simi-
larly situated individuals” under
SEVP, potentially covering a wide
array of students across the coun-
try affected by recent enforcement
actions.

“Duty of elected
representative
toreachoutto
people,” Omar
Ahdullah lauds

visits of TMC
delegation, Rahul
Gandhi

CM further emphasised the
responsibility of elected represen-
tatives to engage with the public
and address their concerns, stating
that his government is committed
to listening to the people and work-
ing on their issues.

“It is the duty of an elected gov-
ernment or representatives elect-
ed by the people to reach out to
people as much as possible, hear
their issues and grievances, and
try to resolve them. We never said
that all issues would be resolved at
once. But we have definitely said
that we will hear everyone as much
as possible and try to work on it. |
am doing exactly the same,” he
said.

Earlier today, Congress General
Secretary in charge of Communi-
cations, Jairam Ramesh, said that
the Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, will
visit Jammu and Kashmir’s Poonch
on Saturday to meet the families of
victims killed in recent shelling by
Pakistan.

In a post on X on Friday, Ramesh
said, “Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Shri@RahulGan-
dhi will be visiting Poonch tomor-
row, May 24th, to meet the families
bereaved during the shelling by
Pakistan very recently.”

Jammu and Kashmir’'s Poonch

and Rajouri districts have been
affected during the recent conflict
with Pakistan. The Pakistani side
had indulged in unprovoked firing
across the border due to which
locals suffered damage to their
homes and lost their sources of
livelihood.

The Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment has announced an ex gratia
of Rs 10 lakh for the next of kin of
those killed.

Wreath-Laying
ceremony held for
soldier martyred in
Kishtwar
encounter

deceased, officials said.

Sepoy Pandurang was killed in
an encounter with terrorists during
a cordon and search operation
launched by security forces in
Kishtwar district on Thursday.

The operation to track down
four hiding terrorists is underway
in Kishtwar’s Singhpora-Chatroo
area, they added.

Sepoy Pandurang was a resident
of Karandi village, Akole tehsil,
Ahmednagar district in Maharash-
tra. He was serving in the 17th
Rashtriya Rifles deployed in Kisht-
war district.

TMC delegation
visits shelling-hit
Rajouri, Slams
Gentre for ‘Neglect-
ing’ horder areas

A wave of artillery shelling, and
missiles and drone strikes by Paki-
stan in the Jammu region killed 27
people and injured more than 70
between May 8 and 10 after India
launched Operation Sindoor to
target terror infrastructure in the
neighbouring country and PoK in
response to the April 22 Pahalgam
attack.

The TMC delegation — compris-
ing MPs Derek O’Brien, Sagarika

Ghose and Mohd Nadimul Haque,
West Bengal minister Manas
Bhunia, and former parliamentar-
ian Mamata Thakur — is on the
last day of its three-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir.

The delegation also visited the
Government Medical College in
Rajouri where they met the injured
and were briefed about the mea-
sures taken to treat them.

Expressing their condolences
to the families who lost their kin,
Rajya Sabha member Ghose said
they came to Rajouri to assure the
affected people that the people of
West Bengal and India were stand-
ing with them.

“We are here with a five-member
delegation and public representa-
tives from West Bengal. Over
the past two days, we have been
visiting the border areas. Yester-
day, we were in Poonch,” she told
reporters.

She said they visited the hospi-
tal to witness firsthand the human
cost of recent events.

“The people living in these border
areas are the most vulnerable and,
sadly, the most neglected. We met
Imtiaz Ahmed, who lost his hand.
He was the sole breadwinner of his
family but now he would be unable
to work or earn a living. He has
three children and is left helpless,”
she said.

Expressing deep sympathies with
the families affected, she said, “We
also met 12-year-old Ruksana,
who suffered severe damage to
her leg. She can no longer run or
attend school. These are heart-
breaking human tragedies unfold-
ing in the border regions of Rajouri
and Poonch.” Ghose took a dig at
the government and alleged local
communities in the border areas
were being neglected.

“Why have they not received
better protection? These inno-
cent people are on the frontlines,
defenceless against cross-border
shelling. Why must they suffer
such grave injuries?” she asked.

Expressing her sorrow, Ghose
said, “Our hearts are broken. We
return with deep sorrow after wit-
nessing the suffering endured by
the people of this region.” National

Conference leader and former MLA
Aijaz Jan expressed his gratitude
to West Bengal Chief Minister and
TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee
for sending a delegation to Jammu
and Kashmir to witness the human
tragedy caused by cross-border
shelling from Pakistan.

“We thank the team members for
their visit. They came to Rajouri
and Poonch, met the families of
the victims and the injured, and
expressed solidarity with them,”
he said.

Srinagar burglary
solved, Stolen gold
and alto car seized:

Police

Ahmad Dar of Safapora Bandi-
pora.

During questioning, the trio con-
fessed to the crime. Based on their
disclosures, police recovered the
stolen gold along with an Alto car
(registration number HR13E-9346)
allegedly used in the burglary.

Police confirmed that the inves-
tigation is ongoing, with further
efforts to recover any remaining
stolen property and to determine
if the accused are linked to other
similar cases.

ED Raids against
Jaypee Infratech,
Othersinrs 12,000-
cr fraud case

Infratech, Jaypee Associates and
some others in a Rs 12,000 crore
investment fraud case, official
sources said.

The raids are being carried out
in Delhi-NCR and Mumbai under
the provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
they said. The searches are in the
case related to Jaypee Infratech,
Jaypee Associates Limited and
others for alleged fraud with home-
buyers and investors of around Rs
12,000 crore and linked “diversion”
of funds, they said.
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Inter Zonal District Level Sports
Competitions begin in Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The Department
of Youth Services and Sports, District
Jammu, commenced the Inter Zonal
District Level competitions in various

disciplines on Friday.

The Cricket competition for U-14 and
U-17 boys began at Government Boys
High School, Jammu Cantt, while the
Basketball tournament for U-14 and
U-17 girls started at MA Stadium,
Jammu. Simultaneously, the Volleyball
competition for U-14 boys and girls con-

cluded at MA Stadium.

These events are being organized
under the patronage of Director Gen-
eral Youth Services and Sports, J&K
UT, Rajinder Singh Tara, with the overall
supervision of Deputy Director Central
Jetinder Mishra and Joint Director YSS

Ved Parkash.

Other key officials include Accounts
Officer Sunil Kumar Sharma, DYSSO
Jammu Sukhdev Raj Sharma, and
ZPEOs Ram Murti (Gandhi Nagar),
Jatinder Kour (Satwari), Harvinder Kour
(Jammu), and Harvinder Singh Sodi,
who are ensuring the smooth conduct

of the events.

Approximately 400 students from vari-
ous government and private schools
across District Jammu participated in
today’s competitions. Additional sports
activities under this zonal initiative are
being conducted at venues like Garhi

Ground Jourian, Bana Stadium, and

Khel Gaon Nagrota.

Expert officials including Bandana
Sharma, Jasdev Singh, Jagan Deep
Singh, Dinesh, Sandeepan Sharma,
Vaneet Pangotra, Mosmi Verma, Amit

Kalsi, Rajesh Bandral, Jagdish Singh,

and Amit Sharma, along with other tech-
nical staff, are overseeing the fair and
efficient execution of the games.
Results of Today’s Events:
Cricket (U-14 Boys): Zone Satwari
won the toss and chose to bowl first.
Zone Gandhi Nagar scored 121 runs

for 1 wicket in 15 overs, with Saksh

being the highest scorer at 56 runs. In
response, Zone Satwari was bowled out
for 54 runs. Zone Gandhi Nagar won
the match by 67 runs.

Basketball (U-17 Girls): Zone Jammu
defeated Zone Marh by 5-2 baskets.

Zone Gandhi Nagar defeated Zone

ZPEO Rainawari U-17 boys football “
tournament concludes at Radapora

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 23:
The Under-17 Boys
Football Tournament
organized by the Zonal
Physical Education
Office (ZPEO) Rain-
awari concluded today
at KNS Playfield, Rada-
pora, Srinagar, with
Motherland High School
emerging victorious.

In a closely contested

Akhnoor by 17-2 baskets.

Basketball (U-14 Girls): Zone Satwari
defeated Zone Marh by 20-2 baskets.
Zone Gandhi Nagar defeated Zone
Jammu by 4-0 baskets.

Volleyball Finals (U-14 Boys): Zone
Gandhi Nagar defeated Zone Satwari
by 2-0 sets.

Volleyball Finals (U-14 Girls): Zone
Satwari defeated Zone Gandhi Nagar
by 2-0 sets.

The remaining results from other
ongoing events will be announced
tomorrow.

final match, Motherland
High School edged past
Legends School with a
1-0 win in the penalty
shootout, claiming the
championship title.
ZPEO Rainawari,
Muzamil Ahmad Dar,
presided over the prize
distribution ceremony
and presented trophies
and medals to both the
winning and runner-up
teams. The event was
attended by the field

staff of Zone Rainawari,
who played an instru-
mental role in its suc-
cessful conduct.

The tournament was
held under the banner of
the Youth Services and
Sports (YSS) Depart-
ment and aligned with
the theme “Drug Free
Srinagar,” aiming to
promote sports as a
constructive and healthy
lifestyle choice among
the youth.

KVK Poonch concludes 15 days
certificate course on Integrated
Nutrient Management

Top News Report

POONCH, May 23:
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Poonch working under
the auspices of Direc-
torate of Extension,
Sher-e-Kashmir Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Technology
of Jammu (SKUAST-J)
today concluded 15
days certificate course
on “Integrated Nutrient
Management (INM)
for Input Dealers”. The
programme was inau-
gurated by Director
Extension, SKUAST-J
Dr Amrish Vaid through
virtual mode.

At the inaugural,
Director Extension said
that the dealers/retail-
ers are an important link
between company and
farmers and key change
agents in motivating the
farmers to use fertilizers
in a balanced manner.

Chief Scientist &
Head, KVK Poonch,
Dr. Ajay Gupta while
speaking on the vale-
dictory function said that
the main purpose of the
course was to educate
and inform the dealers
regarding the different
types of fertilizers and
their sale and distribu-

tion in accordance with
Fertilizer Control Order,
1985.

The training was
attended by 30 partici-
pants hailing from dif-
ferent areas of Poonch
district. During the
training, inclusive lec-
tures regarding fertil-
izers were delivered
by eminent scientists
from SKUAST-J, KVK
Poonch, KVK, IFFCO.

Speaking on the con-
cluding day of certificate
course, Dr Muzaffar Mir,
Scientist, KVK Poonch
highlighted the role
of such training pro-
grammes so that the
dealers in addition to
running their business-
es may actually help the
farmers to use the par-
ticular fertilizers based
upon the crop and crop
requirement.

Dr M.A. Guroo,
Course Coordinator
said that, the general
purpose of this course
is that no unauthorized
person shall be allowed
to sell the fertilizers in
illegal and inappropri-
ate manner.. The pro-
gramme ended with
distribution of course
certificates among the
participants.

Sainik Samman Samaroh held at
Indo-Pak Border to honour brave
BSF Soldiers of Operation Sindoor

Top News Report

R S Pura, May 23: A
grand “Sainik Samman
Samaroh” was organ-
ised today at the Indo-
Pak border post in
Abdullian, R.S. Pura,
to felicitate the brave
soldiers of the 07 Bat-
talion of the Border
Security Force (BSF)
who played a pivotal
role in the successful
execution of Operation
Sindoor. The event was
held to celebrate their
valour and dedication
in safeguarding the
nation’s sovereignty
and ensuring its secu-
rity along the interna-
tional border. The BSF
jawans were honoured
with garlands, petal
showers, sweets, and
heartfelt appreciation
from dignitaries and
civil society members.
The solemn ceremony
was a powerful tribute
to the selfless service
and immense sacrifice
of the BSF personnel. It
was not only a gesture
of gratitude but a reaf-

“'Youth sportsmanship shine at Udhampur’s

District-Level Inter-School/ Inter-Zone Sports Meet

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, May
23: A vibrant display
of athleticism and
youth empowerment
marked the inaugura-
tion of the District-Level
Inter-School/Inter-
Zone Sports Meet in
Udhampur, organized
by the District Youth
Services and Sports
(DYSS) Department.
The multi-day sport-
ing extravaganza has
brought together more
than 361 young boys
competing across vari-
ous sports disciplines,
showcasing talent and
sportsmanship. The
opening ceremony was
held under the patron-
age of S. Rajinder Singh
Tara and the dynamic
guidance of Romesh
Chander Mishra, who
also served as the Chief
Guest. Physical Educa-
tion Officers from the
zones of Tikri, Udham-
pur, Pancheri, and Jib,
along with coaches and

DYSS officials, partici-
pated in the event with
great enthusiasm, cre-
ating an energetic and
spirited atmosphere.

Addressing the partici-
pants, Romesh Chan-
der Mishra stressed the
importance of staying
hydrated and adopting a
drug-free lifestyle, align-
ing his message with the
“Nasha Mukt Bharat”
campaign. He urged the
athletes to remain com-
mitted to their health and
well-being. A collective
pledge was taken by all
participants and staff to
abstain from substance
abuse and to uphold
the values of discipline
and clean living through
sports.

Early match results
demonstrated fierce yet
friendly competition. In
Volleyball (U-14 Boys),
Zone Ghordi emerged
victorious over Zone
Dudu, with set scores
of 25-17 and 25-21. In
the U-17 Boys category,
Zone Udhampur claimed
the title by defeating
Zone Dudu with scores
of 25-22, 25-22.

The Fencing segment
also highlighted excep-
tional talent. In the U-17
category, Samar Pratap
(India Kids School, Zone
Udhampur) won the
Epee, Kaushik (Happy
Model School) secured
the Foil, and Saras
Chalotra (Happy Model
School) triumphed in

the Sabre. In the U-14
category, Suryansh
(APS Udhampur) won
in Sabre, Rohan (JK
Public School) in Fail,
and Arvind (India Kids
School) in Epee.

Adding to the event’s
diversity, trials for kick-
boxing and boxing were
also conducted, offering
a platform for budding
martial artists to show-
case their potential.

To maintain the health
of the participants, the
organizing committee
arranged for the distribu-
tion of nutritious drinks
and set up hydration
points across the sports
venues. The meet will
continue over the next
few days, with more
events and recognitions
for outstanding young
athletes.

This sports meet
stands as a testament
to DYSS’s commitment
to grassroots sports and
the nurturing of future
champions in Udham-
pur.

firmation of the nation’s
deep respect and sup-
port for its protectors
who serve under the
harshest of conditions.

The event was graced
by numerous prominent
personalities and social
organisations including
SAHYOG INDIA, Seva
Bharti, SEEMA Founda-
tion, Media Federation
of India, BNI, All J&K
Senior Citizens Wel-
fare Council, Kashmir
Sahayak Samiti, and
the J&K Dairy Farmers’
Association. Their par-
ticipation added depth
to the occasion, under-
lining the importance of
public acknowledgment
and emotional connec-
tion between the armed
forces and civilians.

Commandant Avdesh
Kumar Sinha, Deputy
Commandant Man-
sukh Rao, and all
jawans of the 07 Bn
BSF expressed heart-
felt thanks for the out-
pouring of support and
recognition from the
public and civil organ-
isations. They shared
their sense of pride
and honour in receiving
such affection from the
nation they serve.

Among the notable
attendees were Dr.
Ashwani Jojra, Found-
er of Sahyog India and
Area Director of Special
Olympics Bharat; Vimal
Manchanda, Founder
of SEEMA Founda-
tion and President
of MFI JKUT; Manijit
Singh, President of All
J&K Senior Citizens
Welfare Council; Ms.
Nimmi Bhat Pandita,
Chairperson of MEHAK
Foundation and Kash-
mir Sahayak Samiti;
R.K. Kokroo, Dalip Pan-
dita, Vandana Jojra,
Achyut Vaid, Manjit
Singh from BNI; Sarla
Kohli, Khema Ambar-
dar, Bachan Lal (Sar-
panch Abdullian), Hari
Vishwas Jojra, Tamana
Choudhary, and Aksha-
ya Choudhary.

The air was filled with
patriotic fervour as
chants of “Bharat Mata
Ki Jai”, “Vande Mata-
ram”, “BSF Zindabad”,
“Indian Army Zind-
abad” and “Bharat Ke
Shaheed Amar Rahein”
echoed throughout the
gathering.

BVP organizes “Anemia Mukt
Bharat” medical camp at ASN
Higher Secondary School

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: In
a significant move to
support the national
mission “Anemia Mukt
Bharat,” the Bharat
Vikas Parishad (BVP),
Shivalik Branch, Chhan-
ni Himmat, organized a
Mega Medical Camp at
ASN Higher Second-
ary School. The camp
aimed to raise aware-
ness and identify cases
of anemia among stu-
dents and staff.

The event was graced
by Sunita Gupta, State
President of BVP, as
the Guest of Honour.
Ritesh Kapoor, Direc-
tor of ASN School, pre-
sided over the function.
Ashok Khajuria, Presi-
dent of the BVP Shivalik
Branch, efficiently con-
ducted the proceedings,
while Kapoor extended
a warm welcome to all
guests and participants.

The medical check-
up was led by noted
orthopedic surgeon Dr.
Amritpal Singh (Orth-
Ist Clinic, Airport Road)

and his associate. They
examined students,
staff, and BVP mem-
bers for anemia, col-
lecting blood samples
for detailed analysis.
Individual reports will
be shared later.

A special highlight of
the event was a moti-
vational poem by Dr.
Shreyansh Kumar Jain,
State Yoga Commis-
sioner and President
of Vichar Kranti Manch
International. His poem
stressed the urgency
of eliminating anemia
and praised Kapoor’s
dedication to health and
education causes.

Prominent attendees
included Arun Sharma
(National Council
Member), Vijay Sharma,
Rajesh Gupta, Ashok
Gupta, H.C. Vaid, Gur-
meet Singh, Prof. Bharat
Bhushan Sharma,
Rakesh Mishra, Vivek
Mahajan, Sunita Maha-
jan, Aarti Sharma, Raj-
kumari, Anju Bansal,
Vandna Maini, and
others. A soulful musi-

cal performance by Anju
Bansal added charm to
the event and was well-
received by students.

As part of the nutrition
drive, the BVP distrib-
uted jaggery and roast-
ed gram to all attend-
ees—natural sources
of iron and protein—to
promote healthy eating
habits and combat iron-
deficiency anemia.

Anemia, especially
iron-deficiency anemia,
remains a major public
health issue in India. It
reduces oxygen supply
to organs and can cause
fatigue, weakness, poor
concentration, slowed
development in chil-
dren, and complications
during pregnancy.

In his vote of thanks,
H.C. Vaid acknowl-
edged the contributions
of all participants and
applauded the BVP
team for their commit-
ment to creating an
anemia-free India. The
camp was hailed as a
commendable initiative
in building a healthier,
more aware society.

AYUSH Department organizes Yoga
Camp at GHSS Ghou Manahsan

HER SECONDRARY SCHOOL (10-2) GHU MAKAR
T | ;

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The
AYUSH Department
of Jammu and Kash-
mir organized a Mega
Iconic Yoga Camp today
at Government Higher
Secondary School,
Ghoumanahsan, in
celebration of the 11th
International Yoga Day
countdown. The event,
held with great enthu-
siasm, was conducted
under the theme “Yoga
for One Earth, One
Health,” as per the
directions of Dr. Nuzat
Bashir Shah, Director
AYUSH, J&K UT, and
under the supervision
of Dr. Vandana Dogra,
District AYUSH Officer,
Jammu.

The camp was inau-
gurated by Dr. Van-
dana Dogra, DAO/
MS AYUSH Jammu,
in the presence of Dr.
Jitender, In-charge
AYUSH Ghoumanah-
san Marh, and Renuka
Nagpal, Principal of
Government Higher
Secondary School
Ghoumanahsan. Offi-
cers from the AYUSH
Department, senior lec-
turers, and school staff
were also present.

A dedicated team
of postgraduate doc-
tors led by Dr. Jitender
Kumar (MD), Camp
Incharge, conducted
the yoga session.
Other participating
doctors included Dr.
Himani Bhuytal and Dr.
Sandeep Bhagat, along

with paramedical staff
Ramesh Naru, Akh-
ilesh, Mohinder Singh,
and Ayush Sharma
(MTS). The yoga ses-
sion was facilitated
by senior yoga expert
Neelam Sharma, along
with instructors Jas-
preet Singh, Kunal,
and Sheetal Khajuria,
who conducted a one-
hour demonstration and
practice session of yoga
asanas, emphasizing
their health benefits.
Around 500 students,
along with staff mem-
bers, actively partici-
pated in the yoga ses-
sion held in the school
campus. The event
also included a paint-
ing competition, and
the top three students
were awarded medals
for their creative efforts.
Principal Renuka
Nagpal extended heart-

felt gratitude to the
AYUSH Department for
organizing the camp
in the border belt. On
behalf of the school
administration and
students, she, along
with Shivani Sharma,
expressed thanks to Dr.
Nuzat Bashir, Dr. Van-
dana Dogra, and Dr.
Jitender for their com-
mitment to public health
and well-being.

The event concluded
with the distribution of
IEC pamphlet mate-
rial to raise awareness
about the importance of
yoga in daily life.

The initiative was
widely appreciated by
the school staff, stu-
dents, and local commu-
nity as a much-needed
effort to promote well-
ness and healthy living,
especially in border
areas.

Bhandari requests Director
Local Bodies to fill up vacant

post in MC Kishtwar
Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 23: Thakur Randeep Bhandari,
Former State Spokesperson of DPAP, has requested
the Director Local Bodies Jammu to expedite the filling

of vacant posts in Kishtwar.

While appreciating the recent reshuffle in local bodies
across Jammu Province, Bhandari expressed concern
that Municipal Committee Kishtwar was overlooked,
with several officials transferred without adequate

replacements.

Given Kishtwar’s vast geographical area, Bhandari
urged the Director to fill the vacant posts at the earliest
to ensure uninterrupted public services and alleviate
potential suffering for the local populace.
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Eyeing first top-two finish in 11years, PBKS face
ousted Delhi Gapitals

Apart from the 2014 season when they topped league table and finished runners-up,

PBKS have only made one other playoff appearance in a competition that has been
in existence for past 18 years

JAIPUR, May 23 (Agencies):
Riding a wave of success after
a decade of pain, a full-strength
Punjab Kings will fancy their
chances of securing their first
top-two finish in 11 years, when
they face Delhi Capitals in the
Indian Premier League here on
Saturday.

Apart from the 2014 season
when they topped the league
table and finished runners-up,
PBKS have only made one
other playoff appearance in a
competition that has been in
existence for the past 18 years.

Having ended an 11-year
drought, PBKS are now relish-
ing the prospect of not just fin-
ishing in the top two, but also
enter the summit clash and
then make a dash for a maiden
title.

A squad that is already brim-
ming with confidence was
shored up further when their
overseas quartet of Marcus Sto-
inis, Josh Inglis, Aaron Hardie
and Kyle Jamieson joined their
extremely talented Indian team-
mates in the Pink City three
days ago.

All four will be available for
selection as PBKS look to book
a top-two finish with a win over
their beleaguered opponents
who were knocked out of the
playoffs reckoning after a big
defeat to Mumbai Indians on
Wednesday.

These foreign players left the
team after the BCCI had to

Nadal enjoying pain-free life

PARIS, May 23
(Agencies): For the
first time since Rafael

suspend the tournament for a
week due to the military conflict
between India and Pakistan that
led to the abandonment of the
match between these two teams
midway through the first innings
in Dharamsala on May 8.

The match was called off after
10.1 overs of play after a black-
out in the picturesque hill town.

The PBKS think tank did well to
promptly bring back their over-
seas contingent after the tour-
nament’s resumption, and the
squad now resembles a band
of men determined to make up
for the years of disappointment
the franchise faced in the widely
watched event.

PBKS skipper Shreyas lyer,
who has recently made history
by becoming the first captain
to lead three franchises to IPL
playoffs, has been the key to
their success and for the side to

go all the way, the stylish batter
will need to continue in similar
vein in the remaining matches.

Prior to his triumphant cam-
paign with Kolkata Knight Riders
last year, lyer had led Delhi Cap-
itals to the playoffs in 2019 and
2020, including their only IPL
final appearance in 2020.

He is also the second highest
run scorer this season with 435
runs in 12 matches, and he is
gunning for more.

Thanks to the performance of
players such as Prabhsimran
Singh (458 runs), Priyansh Arya
(356 runs), Arshdeep Singh (11
wickets) and Yuzvendra Chahal
(13 wickets), PBKS have
emerged as the most consistent
side this season, accumulating
17 points from 12 matches to
secure a playoff berth with two
games to spare.

As far as Delhi Capitals are

concerned, they have had their
chances this season but the lack
of big runs in the powerplay con-
sistently and the absence of lead
pacer Mitchell Starc towards the
end has had an adverse impact
on their prospects.

They will look to end their dis-
appointing campaign on a high
note, but up against an in-form
opponent like PBKS, it is easier
said than done.

Teams:

Punjab Kings: Shreyas lyer ©,
Arshdeep Singh, Priyansh Arya,
Pyla Avinash, Azmatullah Omar-
zai, Xavier Bartlett, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Praveen Dubey, Aaron
Hardie, Harnoor Singh, Harpre-
et Brar, Josh Inglis, Kyle Jamie-
son, Marco Jansen, Musheer
Khan, Mitchell Owen, Prab-
hsimran Singh, Kuldeep Sen,
Shashank Singh, Marcus Stoi-
nis, Suryansh Shedge, Vishnu
Vinod, Vijaykumar Vyshak,
Nehal Wadhera, Yash Thakur.

Delhi Capitals: Axar Patel ©,
Mustafizur Rahman, Abishek
Porel, Karun Nair, KL Rahul
(wk), Tristan Stubbs, Ashutosh
Sharma, Vipraj Nigam, Mitch-
ell Starc, Kuldeep Yaday,
Mohit Sharma, Mukesh Kumair,
Sameer Rizvi, Darshan Nalkan-
de, Tripurana Vijay, Dushman-
tha Chameera, Faf du Plessis, T
Natarajan, Ajay Jadav Mandal,
Manvanth Kumar L, Madhav
Tiwari.

Match starts at 7:30 PM.

Let the transition begin: Gill
front-runner as India decides on
new Test captain for England tour
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MUMBAI, May 23 (Agencies): India’s
cricket selectors will set the ball rolling
for the team’s long transition journey
in the longest format when they pick
a new Test captain and finalise the
squad for what is expected to be a
challenging five-match series in Eng-
land, here on Saturday.

The 25-year-old Shubman Gill is a
clear favourite to land the high-profile
job as India embarks on a new World
Test Championship cycle following the
retirement of stalwarts Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma in a span of one week.

By simple logic, Jasprit Bumrah was
the vice-captain on the previous tour
of Australia and he should be elevat-
ed to the leadership role but question
marks over his long-term fitness and
workload management are likely to go
against him on the discussion table.

Rishabh Pant has had a forgettable
IPL but he remains a vital part of India’s
transition phase in the Test format. The
selectors are likely to make him vice-
captain.

Barring the leadership conundrum, no
major shake-up is expected.

Though Rohit and Kohli’s exits leave
a massive void, the likes of K L Rahul
can provide much-needed experience
in the batting department.

Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal are

expected to open in the first Test
beginning in Leeds on June 20 but hot
on their heels will be Sai Sudharsan,
who is likely to be picked as a reserve
opener.

It remains to be seen if one among
Karun Nair, Sarfaraz Khan or Shreyas
lyer will make it as an additional spe-
cialist batter.

Following the retirement of another
stalwart, R Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja
will be lead spinner in the squad and it
would be interesting to see if the selec-
tors go with two or three spinners in
English conditions.

If the number is two, then Washing-
ton Sundar may get the nod ahead of
Kuldeep Yadav, who is a proven match-
winner across formats.

Pant is the leading wicket-keeper
batter and the choice for a reserve too is
rather straight forward with Dhruv Jurel
set to be retained.

Chief selector Ajit Agarkar is expect-
ed to address the media after squad
announcement and talk about the
road ahead for the team undergoing a
rebuilding process.

There is enough experience in the
pace department led by Bumrah but
will he last the rigours of a five-match
series? There are also concerns over
Mohammed Shami’s fitness.

Can his ageing body recover fast
enough in between a long series?
Mohammed Siraj is set to be the third
pacer in the squad. If the selectors
decide to pick five fast bowlers then
Prasidh Krishna, Akash Deep and
Arshdeep Singh, who is yet to play Test
cricket, will also be in the mix.

If the five wise men go for a left-arm
pacer, Arshdeep will have competition
from Khaleel Ahmed.

The squad will be made public a week
before India A begin their tour of Eng-
land. Any last minute replacement to
the Test squad is likely to come from
that shadow tour comprising two four-
day games.

ICC announces match officials for WTC final
between Austraha, South Africa

Nadal called time on his
extraordinary career,
the French Open begins
without the looming
prospect of its most
dominant champion,
and while Roland-Gar-
ros turns the page on a
golden era, the 14-time
winner says he is con-
tent to leave the stage
behind.

The Spaniard, who
officially retired in
November 2024, said
that he no longer misses
competing and is enjoy-
ing a normal, pain-free
life after years of bat-
tling chronic injuries.

“I feel good today,
not because I’'m back
on a tennis court, but
because I'm living a
normal life without pain,”
Nadal said. “l don’t miss

playing. | knew | had
reached my limit.”

This year’s tourna-
ment is the first of the
post-Nadal era, a sym-
bolic shift for an event
so long synonymous
with his name. As the
next generation of con-
tenders prepares to
stake its claim on the
clay, Nadal is watch-

ing from afar, embrac-
ing life beyond the tour.
“The first 40 days after
| stopped were tough
because I felt | could still
play well,” Nadal admit-
ted. “But my foot made
it impossible.”

He now divides his
time between family life,
his academy, and new
projects.

DUBAI, May 23
(Agencies): Chris Gaf-
faney of New Zealand
and England’s Richard
lllingworth have been
announced as on-field
umpires for the World
Test Championship
(WTC) final which is set
to take place at Lord’s
from June 11 to 15
between Australia and
South Africa, as per the
ICC official website.

The highly anticipated
clash will see South
Africa take on Australia
in the culmination of a
fiercely contested two-
year Test cycle for the
mace.

lllingworth, who was
also part of the officiat-
ing team in the 2021 and
2023 finals, continues
his consistent presence

New Zealand all-rounder Hayley
Jensen announces retirement from
international cricket

WELLINGTON, May
23 (Agencies): New
Zealand all-round-
er Hayley Jensen
announced her retire-
ment from international
cricket on Friday after
representing the nation-
al team at five ICC tour-
naments, as per the ICC
official website.

Jensen calls time on
an 11-year international
career, having repre-
sented New Zealand on
88 occasions (35 ODlIs
and 53 T20Is) that was
highlighted by a total
of 76 wickets across all
formats.

She also represented
New Zealand during
their home ICC Wom-
en’s Cricket World Cup
campaign in 2022 and a
total of four ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup
events in 2014, 2018,
2020 and 2023.

Her best effort came

in 2020, where she
picked up three wickets
in a Player of the Match
performance against
Sri Lanka and finished
the tournament as
New Zealand’s leading
wicket-taker with seven
scalps.

Jensen’s last interna-
tional appearance came
in February 2023, with
the 32-year-old deciding
the time was right to bow
out of the game.

“Ever since | was 10
years old, | came home
from my first cricket
tournament and knew
| wanted to be a White
Fern. To have had the
chance to live that
dream is something
I'll always treasure,”
Jensen said as quoted
by ICC.

“It's been an incredible
journey - filled with chal-
lenges, growth, unfor-
gettable experiences,

and the best group of
people | could’ve hoped
to share it with. It's never
easy to move on from
something that’'s meant
this much, but | know in
my heart it’'s time. I'm
proud of what we’ve
achieved together and
even prouder to have
been part of the White
Ferns environment,” she
added.

New Zealand coach
Ben Sawyer paid trib-
ute to the contribu-
tion Jensen had made

throughout her career.

“I want to congratulate
Hayley on a fantastic
international career and
thank her for her con-
tributions to the White
Ferns environment.
Hayley has made key
contributions to the team
with both bat and ball
on the field and always
brought a genuine pas-
sion and love for the
game. We wish her all
the best for whatever the
future holds,” Sawyer
said.
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in marquee Test match-
es. He is also the current
ICC Umpire of the Year,
having won the David
Shepherd Trophy for the
fourth time in 2024.

Gaffaney had part-
nered with lllingworth
in officiating last year’s
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup Final, and also offi-
ciated in the WTC 2023
Final between India and
Australia.
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Illingworth will be
making history in the
Ultimate Test, having
stood as an on-field
umpire for all three
World Test Champion-
ship Finals.

Richard Kettlebor-
ough, also from Eng-
land, who has officiated
in the finals of several
marquee ICC events,
including the Men’s
Cricket World Cup and

the Champions Trophy,
has been appointed as
the TV umpire, after
having played the same
role in the WTC 2021
Final between India and
New Zealand.

India’s Nitin Menon
has been named as the
fourth umpire for the
contest, marking his
debut in a World Test
Championship Final,
after having served as
the TV umpire for the
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup Final in 2021.

The match will be over-
seen by experienced
Indian match referee
Javagal Srinath.

ICC Chairman Jay
Shah also commended
the experience and
merit of the appointed
officials and expressed

confidence in their per-
formance.

“We are pleased to
announce an experi-
enced team of match
officials for the ICC
World Test Champion-
ship Final at Lord’s,
marking the culmination
of a highly competitive
two-year cycle of Test
matches played around
the world,” Jay Shah
said as quoted by the
ICC.

“We strive to select
the most qualified and
deserving officials for
all matches, and we
are confident they will
perform admirably. On
behalf of the ICC, | wish
them all the best and
hope they enjoy this
assignment,” he added.

Josh Hazlewood likely to join RCB
squad ahead of the IPL 2025 playoffs

NEW DELHI, May 23
(Agencies): Right-arm
seamer Josh Hazle-
wood is firming to return
to Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) for the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 playoffs
after coming through
a period of rehab on a
shoulder niggle back in
Australia, as reported
by ESPNcricinfo.

The fast bowler flew
back to Australia during
the hiatus, and since
then, he has been train-
ing in Brisbane for the
upcoming World Test
Championship final
against South Africa.

Hazlewood, who
missed RCB’s last IPL
2025 clash, which was
against the five-time
champions Chennai
Super Kings, is the
fourth-highest wicket-
taker in the ongoing 18th
edition of the cash-rich
league with 18 wickets
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in 10 matches at an
average of 17.28.

RCB have been in
strong form this season,
winning eight of their 11
matches so far. They will
face Sunrisers Hyder-
abad in Lucknow on
Friday before conclud-
ing their league cam-
paign against Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG). A
top-two finish remains
within reach, and the
team will hope the new

additions can provide
timely reinforcements.
Earlier, the venues for
the playoffs of the 18th
season of the Indian
Premier League were
unveiled on Tuesday.
According to the latest
schedule, Qualifier 1
will be hosted in New
Chandigarh on May 29,
featuring the top two-
ranked sides, followed
by an engrossing Elimi-
nator clash on May 30.

Along with the New
PCA Stadium, Ahmed-
abad’s Narendra Modi
Stadium, the world’s
largest cricket stadium,
will serve as the venue
for an electrifying Quali-
fier 2 on June 1 and the
grand final of the 18th
edition of the cash-rich
league on June 3.

Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru Squad:
Jacob Bethell, Virat
Kohli, Mayank Agarawal,
Rajat Patidar (c), Jitesh
Sharma (wk), Tim David,
Romario Shepherd,
Krunal Pandya, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Bless-
ing Muzarabani, Yash
Dayal, Suyash Sharma,
Rasikh Dar Salam,
Manoj Bhandage, Liam
Livingstone, Swap-
nil Singh, Philip Salt,
Mohit Rathee, Swastik
Chikara, Abhinandan
Singh, Josh Hazlewood,
Nuwan Thushara.
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JKRCEEA urges immediate restoration of
Reservation in Promotion in J&K UT

Through Legai auvisus>

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23:
The Jammu & Kashmir
Reserved Categories
Employees Empow-
erment Association
(JKRCEEA) strongly
appealed to the admin-
istration of the Union
Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir to immediately
restore reservation in
promotion for reserved
category employees, as
mandated by various
constitutional amend-
ments, Supreme Court
judgments, J&K High
Court ,CAT Jammu as
well as Srinagar bench
orders and statutory
laws.

While address-
ing media in Jammu,
Legal Advisor JKR-
CEEA Shashi Bhushan
Thappa, Advocate
Anwar Choudhary,
Advocate Parvez
Ahmed Choudhary and
Advocate Mohd Akram
Choudhary said, “In
2015, the Division Bench
of the High Court of J&K
struck down reservation
in promotion under the
Reservation Act 2004
and Rules 2005 in the
Ashok Kumar Sharma
& Others vs State of
J&K case. This judg-
ment was stayed by
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the Supreme Court in
multiple tagged Special
Leave Petitions (SLPs),
including those filed
by Mohammad Hanief
Lone, Gagan Jyoti, judi-
ciary officers, and engi-
neers in Nasib singh vs
State of J&k SLP. The
Supreme Court allowed
promotions for reserved
category employees,
subject to eligibility and
availability of vacan-
cies.”

Despite clear legal
backing, certain officers
in the Law and General
Administration Depart-
ments misled the Execu-
tive Heads, resulting in
the non-restoration of
promotion reservations.
In 2019, the President of
India extended the 77th
Constitutional Amend-

ment to J&K through a
Presidential Order, ren-
dering the High Court’s
2015 judgment in fruc-
tuous. Post the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and
enactment of the J&K
Reorganization Act
2019, the Reservation
Act 2004 remained fully
applicable to the UT, yet
reservation in promotion
remained withheld.
Further, GAD Circular
No. 10-JK(GAD) of 2021
introduced an illogical
policy on reserved slots
that was challenged and
quashed by the Central
Administrative Tribunal
benches in Jammu and
Srinagar. The High Court
of J&K and Ladakh,
in Mohammad Jamal
Sheikh & King Kumar
vs J&K UT (judgment
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dated 06-03-2025), also
directed the government
to promote reserved
category employees on
their respective slots
based on quantifiable
data and barred further
promotions unless this is
ensured.inspite of filling
vacant reserved catego-
ry slots, Govt. is making
placement/ incharge
promotions to deprive
the reserved categories
employees from promo-
tions.

Adding to this, the
Supreme Court’s judg-
ment in Jarnail Singh
& Others vs Lachhmi
Narain Gupta & Others
(28-01-2022) restored
reservation in promotion
nationwide, directing all
governments to collect
quantifiable data and

implement reservation
accordingly. Following
this, most states and
UTs complied—except
J&K, which continues
to deny promotions
under the false pretext
of pending litigation.

JKRCEEA callED for
accountability against
those officers in GAD
and Law Department
responsible for mis-
leading the administra-
tion and causing injus-
tice to lakhs of SC/ST/
OBC employees, who
comprise nearly 50% of
J&K’s government work-
force. Departments issu-
ing “look-after” and “staff
gap” promotions are in
direct contempt of the
High Court’s rulings and
must immediately cease
such practices.

They urged the Lieu-
tenant Governor, Chief
Minister (when appoint-
ed), Members of Parlia-
ment, Chief Secretary,
and all MLAs from
reserved categories to
intervene decisively.

It is imperative that
reservation in promo-
tion be restored imme-
diately in compliance
with constitutional, legal,
and judicial mandates to
uphold the rights of mar-
ginalized communities in
the Union Territory.

J&K High Court Bar Association Jammu holds Tiranga Rally
to honour security forces’ valour in Operation Sindoor

I N

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The
J&K High Court Bar
Association, Jammu,
organized a grand Tiran-
ga Rally today to cele-
brate the courage and
valor of the Indian Armed
Forces in successfully
executing Operation
Sindoor, a decisive mili-
tary campaign against
terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (PoJK).

The rally, led by the
Association’s President,
K. Nirmal Kotwal, Vice
President Baldev Singh,
General Secretary Pard-
eep Majotra, Joint Sec-
retary Anshu Mahajan
and Treasurer Rahul
Aggarwal saw enthusi-
astic participation from
members of the legal
fraternity, all united in
expressing solidarity
with the nation’s secu-
rity forces.

The Tiranga Rally
commenced from the
High Court premises in
Jammu and proceeded
through District Court

Complex and culminat-
ed at High Court Chowk,
Janipur, with advocates
proudly carrying the
Indian Tricolour and
chanting slogans such
as ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’
and ‘Indian Army Zind-
abad’.

The event was a heart-
felt tribute to the armed
forces for their swift and
precise response to the

April 22, 2025, terror
attack in Pahalgam,
which claimed 26 civil-
ian lives.

Operation Sindoor,
launched on May 7,
2025, targeted nine
terror camps, delivering
a significant blow to ter-
rorism and showcasing
India’s military strength
and resolve.

Addressing the gather-

ing, President K. Nirmal
Kotwal lauded the brav-
ery and dedication of the
Indian Army, Navy, Air
Force, and other secu-
rity forces involved in
Operation Sindoor.
“This historic opera-
tion is a testament to
the unparalleled cour-
age of our armed forces
and the resolute lead-
ership of our nation.

The J&K High Court
Bar Association stands
firmly with our soldiers,
who have not only pro-
tected our sovereignty
but also restored pride
in every Indian heart,”
said Kotwal.

He further empha-
sized the importance of
national unity and the
legal community’s com-
mitment to supporting
initiatives that uphold
India’s integrity and
security.

The rally also served
as a platform to reaf-
firm the Association’s
dedication to fostering
patriotism and solidarity
in the region.

Participants expressed
their gratitude to the
armed forces for their
sacrifices and high-
lighted the significance
of Operation Sindoor as
a symbol of India’s zero-
tolerance policy against
terrorism.

The J&K High Court
Bar Association Jammu
reaffirms its commitment
to promoting national
pride and unity through
such initiatives.

J&K Students Association calls for immediate
short summer break amid scorching heatwave

er conditions. Prolonged expo-

to protect students. Delaying

of school-going children must be

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: The Jammu
and Kashmir Students Associa-
tion on Friday urged Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah and the Edu-
cation Department to announce
an immediate short summer
break of one week for schools
across the Union Territory, in
view of the ongoing and inten-
sifying heatwave which poses
serious health risks to students,
particularly young children.

In a statement, National Con-
venor of the Association, Nasir
Khuehami, expressed deep
concern over the unprecedent-
ed rise in temperatures in the
Kashmir Valley. “Our region is
not climatically adapted to such
extreme heat.

The current heatwave has
made daily life unbearable,
especially for students who
are being compelled to attend
school under dangerous weath-

sure to such heat can result in
dehydration, heatstroke, and
other serious health complica-
tions,” he said.

He further pointed out the lack
of basic infrastructure in schools
to cope with soaring tempera-
tures. “Most educational insti-
tutions are ill-equipped, many
lack even functional fans, proper
ventilation, or shaded outdoor
spaces.

Students are often forced to
walk long distances under the
blazing sun, increasing the risk
of heat-related illnesses and
endangering their overall well-
being,” he added.

Echoing similar concerns,
the National General Secre-
tary of the Association, Aadil
Bhat, said, “The heatwave has
persisted without respite, and
weather forecasts indicate a fur-
ther spike in temperatures. The
government must act promptly

action will not only harm their
health but also adversely affect
their concentration and academ-
ic performance.”

The Association highlighted
that temperatures in various
parts of Jammu and Kashmir
have reached record highs,
leaving classrooms hotter than
the outdoors. The situation is
especially dire for primary and
middle school students, who are
more vulnerable to the effects
of heat stress. “This is not just
a weather issue, it is a public
health and child rights issue that
demands immediate administra-
tive action,” they asserted.

The Association urged Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah and
Education Minister Sakina Itoo
to take a proactive and humane
approach by announcing a tem-
porary one-week summer break
until the weather normalizes.
“Ensuring the safety and health

a top government priority. Forc-
ing students into ill-equipped
classrooms during an extreme
weather event is not only irre-
sponsible but also insensitive,”
the Association said.

The Association added that it
has received numerous repre-
sentations from parents across
districts expressing anxiety and
concern over their children’s
safety.

“There is widespread public
unease. Parents are hesitant
to send their children to school,
and their fears are valid. The
government must not turn a
blind eye to this growing public
sentiment,” they emphasized.
The Association urged the gov-
ernment to respond promptly
and compassionately and not
wait for a crisis to unfold. “Gov-
ernance must reflect the lived
realities of the people, espe-
cially children,” it added further.

Cadet Mohit Knathia of GDC
Kathua scaled Mount Everest

Top News Report

KATHUA, May 23: In a historic
and proud moment for the Govern-
ment Degree College (GDC) Kathua
and the 4 J&K NCC Battalion, Cadet
Mohit Knathia has etched his name in
the annals of mountaineering by suc-
cessfully summiting Mount Everest
(8,848.86 m) on May 18, 2025, as part
of the prestigious National Cadet Corps
(NCC) Everest Expedition 2025.

Cadet Mohit Knathia, of GDC Kathua,
was one of the ten cadets selected
across India who were chosen through
a rigorous national selection process.
Mohit’'s unwavering commitment,
exceptional physical fitness, and spir-
ited training led him to be the sole rep-
resentative from Jammu & Kashmir on
this monumental journey.

The NCC expedition team, formal-
ly flagged off by Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh on April 3, 2025, began
their ascent after intensive prepara-
tory training, including a Pre-Everest
climb of Mount Abi Gamin and a winter
training camp at Siachen Base Camp,
conducted under the supervision of the
Army Mountaineering Institute.

Despite encountering extreme weath-

er and challenging terrain, the Cadet

reached the summit and unfurled the

National Flag and NCC Flag, symbol-
izing courage, discipline, and national
pride. The expedition marked NCC’s
third successful Everest summit, after
previous victories in 2013 and 2016.
Prof. Seema Mir, Principal, GDC
Kathua expressed immense pride in
Cadet Mohit’s achievement, stated,
“Mohit Knathia has become an inspira-
tion for youth across Jammu & Kashmir.
His determination and resilience reflect
the finest values of the NCC and institu-
tion. She extended heartfelt apprecia-
tion to Lt. (Dr.) Daya Ram, Associate
NCC Officer of GDC Kathua, whose
dedication, mentoring, and tireless
efforts have continuously uplifted the
spirit and performance of NCC unit.”

The college acknowledges with grati-

tude the crucial role of Col. Kuldeep
Kachroo and Subedar Shyam Chand
Training JCO, 4 JK NCC BN.

Their mentorship and rigorous training
initiatives ensured Mohit's preparation
and selection for this demanding expe-
dition. This triumph also added a crown-
ing glory to the recent achievements
and excellence fostered by NCC and
the Directorate J&K & Ladakh.

Tiranga Yatra held in Old City
to honour India’s Military

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: A
grand Tiranga Yatra
was organized today in
Ward No. 3 of Jammu’s
old city to pay homage
to the bravery and sacri-
fices of the Indian Army.
The event was led by
former councillor and
BJP leader Narottam
Sharma, drawing a large
gathering of patriotic citi-
zens.

The yatra was graced
by the presence of
Jammu East MLA
Bhai Yudhveer Sethi
and Mandal President
Adarsh Jathiyal, who
were the chief guests.
Ward President Amit
Khanna, along with all
booth heads, played an
active role in organizing
and participating in the
rally, which was marked

by vibrant patriotic spirit
and unity.

A key highlight of the
rally was the empha-
sis on ‘Operation Sin-
door’, described by the
speakers not just as a
military campaign, but
as a powerful symbol
of India’s self-respect,
justice, and national
pride. Youth participants
echoed sentiments that
it embodied the strength
and resolve of a new,
determined India—one
that is always prepared
to defend its honour.

Speakers also praised
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’'s leadership,
particularly referenc-
ing the strong mes-
sage of national sov-
ereignty encapsulated
in the phrase: “Blood
and water cannot
flow together.” Narot-
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tam Sharma empha-
sized that today’s India
responds to challenges
not merely through

diplomacy, but with
unwavering determina-
tion and strength.

The Tiranga Yatra
ignited deep patriotic
emotions among par-
ticipants and spectators
alike, reflecting a strong
sense of national unity
and unshakeable sup-
port for India’s armed
forces. Among the other
dignitaries present were
East Mandal Vice Presi-
dent Sanjeev Verma,
Ram Lubhaya, Rajesh
Nischel, Sanjay Mengi,
Sarooj Gupta, Kailash
Chowdhary, Sanjay
Abrol, and Pawan
Sharma, who all con-
tributed to the success
of this heartfelt tribute to
the military.

Pakistan’s insolence continues unabated,

martyrdom of soldiers is not tolerable: Sahni

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 23: It is
futile to expect morality
from Pakistan, insolence
continues unabated from
across the border, mar-
tyrdom of Indian soldiers
should not be tolerated,
stated by Manish Sahni,
President, Shiv Sena
(UBT) Jammu-Kashmir
unit. In a press release
issued from the party’s
state central office, state
chief Manish Sahni said
that Pakistan’s inso-
lence continues. After
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the pause on Operation
Sindoor, Indian soldiers
killed 6 terrorists in
Kellar, Shopian and Tral

in Kashmir. Indian sol-
diers have had to make
the supreme sacrifice in
the encounter in Kisht-
war, Jammu for the last
2 days. Sahni said that
martyrdom of soldiers
should not be tolerated.

Sahni said that Paki-
stan is not going to
stop its insolence. On
Wednesday, by refusing
to allow an Indigo flight
to land in difficult times,
Pakistan has proved
that it is futile to expect
any kind of morality from
Pakistan.




