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AMRITSAR, May 14 
(Agencies): Pakistan 
on Wednesday handed 
over BSF jawan Purnam 
Kumar Shaw to India, 21 
days after he was appre-

hended by the Rangers 
from along the Interna-
tional Border between 
the two countries in 
Punjab.

The constable was 

handed over to the 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) by Pakistan 
Rangers at 10:30 am at 
joint check post (JCP) 
Attari in Amritsar district 

Pakistan hands over BSF jawan to India after 21 days Bunkers back in focus in J&K border 
areas after years of peace: CM Omar

SRINAGAR, May 14 
(Agencies): Bunkers 
have once again become 
a key topic of discus-
sion in the border areas 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
following intense cross-
border shelling from 
Pakistan that resulted 
in both loss of life and 
extensive damage to 
infrastructure, as stated 
by Jammu and Kashmir 

Justice Bushan R Gavai sworn 
in as new Chief Justice of India

NEW DELHI, May 
14 (Agencies): Justice 
Bhushan Ramkrishna 
Gavai sworn in as the 
52nd Chief Justice of 
India on Wednesday. 
President Droupadi 
Murmu administered the 
oath of office to Justice 
Gavai, who succeeded 
CJI Sanjiv Khanna.

Ladakh 
admin orders 
Inter-District 
transfer of 
school 
education 
officers

LEH, May 13 (Agen-
cies): The Administra-
tion of Union Territory 
of Ladakh has ordered 
inter-district transfers 
of officers in the School 
Education Department 
with immediate effect.

As per an order, 
Sonam Dorjey Namgial, 
I/c CEO Kargil, has 
been transferred and 
posted as I/c Princi-
pal, DIET Kargil, while 
Sonam Wangchuk, 
previously posted as 
DEPO Leh with addi-
tional charge of I/c CEO 
Leh, will now serve as 
I/c CEO Kargil.

Stolen gun 
recovered 
within 24 hours, 
Accused 
arrested 
in Arnia

JAMMU, May 14 
(Agencies): Jammu and 
Kashmir Police in Arnia 
area have solved a theft 
case within 24 hours of 
its reporting by arresting 
the accused and recov-
ering the stolen weapon.
Fine dining reservation-
sJammu and Kashmir 
tourism

Second batch of Haj Pilgrims 
to depart from Srinagar Today

SRINAGAR, May 14 
(Agencies): Days after 
the first batch of Haj 
pilgrims in Srinagar 
left for Saudi Arabia’s 
Mecca to undertake the 
annual holy pilgrimage, 
the second batch of Haj 
pilgrims are also set to 
depart for Mecca from 
Srinagar on Wednesday 
following the cessation 
of hostilities between 

22 children 
among 48 killed 
in Israeli 
airstrikes 
on Gaza

GAZA, May 14 
(Agencies): At least 
22 children were killed 
in Gaza overnight 
Tuesday and early 
Wednesday in a pun-
ishing series of Israeli 
airstrikes on homes in 
northern Gaza, accord-
ing to local hospitals.

Ramban Court 
Officer Prabhat 
Singh killed in 
road accident in 
Ramban

BANIHAL, May 14 
(Agencies): In a tragic 
incident, the Chief 
Administrative Officer 
(CAO) of the Principal 
District and Sessions 
Court, Ramban, Prab-
hat Singh, lost his life 
in a fatal road accident 
on the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway near 
Maroog early Wednes-
day morning.

Two Killed 
in Srinagar 
Road Mishap

SRINAGAR, May 14 
(Agencies): Two young 
men from Kupwara’s 
Machil area lost their 
lives in a tragic road 
accident on Monday 
after their motorcycle 
collided with an electric 
pole near the Tourist 
Reception Centre (TRC) 
in Srinagar.

The deceased have 
been identified as Gh 
Mohammad Lone (25) 
and Reyaz Ahmad Tan-
tray (23). According to 
initial reports, the duo 

Helicopter service at Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine resumes after 7 Days
KATRA/JAMMU, May 

14 (Agencies): The 
helicopter service to 
the Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Reasi district 
resumed on Wednes-
day after being sus-
pended for a week due 
to the military standoff 
between India and Paki-
stan, officials said.

Educational institutions reopen 
in Border districts of J&K

BARAMULLA, May 14 (Agencies): 
Educational institutions in the border 
districts of Kashmir Valley, except those 
in close proximity to the Line of Control, 
reopened on Wednesday.

Schools and colleges in the border dis-
tricts of Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandi-
pora have reopened after a week of clo-
sure in the wake of hostilities between 

India and Pakistan.
Schools elsewhere in the Valley had 

reopened on Tuesday.
Talib Dar, a student in Baramulla, said, 

“We are meeting our friends and teach-
ers. We are very happy that there is a 
ceasefire and we can restart our stud-
ies. We will now focus on our regular 

(opposite Pakistan’s 
Wagah), a BSF spokes-
person said.

A picture of the jawan 
released by the force 
showed a bearded Shaw 
with ruffled hair, and 
wearing a dark green 
round-neck T-shirt.
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Northern Army Commander Calls On LG Sinha

SRINAGAR, May 14 
: Northern Army Com-
mander Lt Gen Pratik 
Sharma on Wednes-
day called on Jammu 

and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
here and briefed him on 
the prevailing security 
scenario in the union 

territory.
The meeting was held 

at the Raj Bhavan, an 
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Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Jammu Sanskr i t i 
School (JSS), Jammu, 
continues to uphold its 
reputation as a beacon 
of academic excellence 
and holistic education, 
as evidenced by the 
outstanding results 
of its students in the 
CBSE Class 10 and 12 
board examinations for 
the academic session 
2024–25. The school 
community is elated and 
takes immense pride in 
celebrating the remark-
able accomplishments 
of its students, who 
have not only excelled 
academically but have 
also demonstrated the 
values of persever-
ance, dedication, and 
integrity.

Leading the academic 
triumph in Class 12 is 
Rashmi Rajput, who 
emerged as the school 
topper with an excep-
tional score of  96.6%, 
setting a benchmark 
of excellence for her 
peers. Her achievement 
is a testament to her dil-
igence and the school’s 
commitment to foster-
ing academic brilliance. 
The Class 12 results 
across all streams – 
Science, Commerce, 
and Humanities – 
reflect a consistent 
trajectory of high per-
formance, underscor-
ing the school’s robust 
academic framework 
and student-centered 
pedagogical practices.

In Class 10, Atharav 
stood out as the top 
performer, securing an 
impressive 95%. His 
success, along with 
that of several other 
students who attained 
commendable scores, 
highlights the school’s 
strong foundation at the 
secondary level and its 
emphasis on conceptu-
al clarity, critical think-
ing, and consistent 
mentorship.

A standout feature 

JSS Jammu soars high with stellar CBSE 
Class 10 & 12 Board Results

of this year’s results is 
the extraordinary per-
formance in Painting, 
where thirteen students 
achieved a perfect 
100/100. More than 18 
students have scored 85 
and above percentage 
in class 12 and Thirty 
one students have 
scored 85 and above 
percentage in class 10.  
This remarkable feat 
not only demonstrates 
the school’s commit-
ment to nurturing artistic 
talent but also reflects 
its holistic approach to 
education—encourag-
ing students to excel in 
both scholastic and co-
scholastic areas. We 
celebrate not only the 
high achievers in aca-
demics but also those 
with average scores 
who stand out for their 
character, courage, 
empathy, purpose, and 
passion in life.

Rohini Aima, Principal-
cum-Vice Chairperson 
of Jammu Sanskriti 
School, expressed 
heartfelt congratulations 
to the students, teach-
ers, and parents.

She stated, “Our stu-
dents have made us 

immensely proud with 
their dedication, resil-
ience, and discipline. 
These outstanding 
results are a reflec-
tion of the hard work 
put in by our learners, 
the persistent efforts of 
our teachers, and the 
unwavering support of 
parents. At Jammu San-
skriti School, we believe 
in empowering students 
to excel not only in aca-
demics but in life. This 
success is a step for-
ward in that direction. 
We remain committed 
to nurturing future-ready 
individuals who are con-
fident, compassionate, 
and capable of making 
meaningful contribu-
tions to society.”

The school extends its 
warm congratulations 
to all achievers and 
reaffirms its mission to 
provide a nurturing envi-
ronment that inspires 
excellence, cultivates 
values, and shapes 
responsible global citi-
zens. With each pass-
ing year, Jammu San-
skriti School continues 
to soar higher, setting 
new standards in edu-
cational excellence.

Rana advocates mandatory bunkers 
in border areas to protect lives
Assesses damages in shelling-hit 
areas of Mendhar

Top News Report

MENDHAR, May 14: Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Environment & Ecology 
and Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, 
on Wednesday advocated the need for 
mandatory bunkers for people residing 
along the Line of Control (LoC) to pro-
tect them from erratic shelling in these 
areas.

He emphasized that the provision of 
mandatory bunkers would go a long 
way in ensuring safety of the people 
living in these vulnerable areas along 
the LoC. The Minister, for the second 
consecutive day, visited various shell-
ing hit areas in Mendhar to assess the 
extent of losses to property and live-
stock. He empathised with the victim 
families who have been affected by the 
recent shelling incidents.

During his visit, the Minister inter-
acted with the affected families, taking 
stock of their grievances and difficul-
ties. He expressed deep concern over 
the losses suffered by the people and 

assured them of all possible support 
from the government.

Following the visit, the Minister con-
vened a meeting of Sub-Divisional Offi-
cers, where he directed them to under-
take detailed planning for restoration 
of the affected public infrastructure. He 
emphasised the need for prompt action 
to ensure that normalcy is restored in 
the area at the earliest besides the 
essential public services.

The Minister instructed the officers 
to engage closely with the victim fami-
lies and extend all possible support to 
them. He directed that compensation 
to the affected people should be pro-
cessed expeditiously, ensuring that 
they receive the necessary assistance 
to rebuild their lives.

The Minister exhorted upon the offi-
cers to demonstrate highest level of 
commitment to public service and effi-
ciently help the affected communities 
by taking concrete steps to compensate 
them.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: Ashoka Law College 
recently organised an enriching educa-
tional tour to the Supreme Court (SC) 
of India, aimed at providing students of 
its College with unparalleled exposure 
to the highest judicial institution of the 
country. This initiative reflects the col-
lege’s commitment to offering the best 
practical learning experiences beyond 
the classroom.

Under the expert guidance and men-
torship of Dr. Ritika and Dr. Suparan, 
the students had the unique opportunity 
to witness live court proceedings, gain-
ing firsthand insights into the judicial 
processes, courtroom decorum, and 
the functioning of the apex court. They 
also visited the Supreme Court Judge’s 
Library.

The visit was designed to bridge the 
gap between theoretical legal studies 

and real-world judicial practice, enhanc-
ing the students’ understanding of 
India’s legal system.

During the tour, students observed the 
solemnity and grandeur of the Supreme 
Court, engaged with the environment 
where landmark legal decisions are 
made, and absorbed the professional 
atmosphere essential for future legal 
practitioners.

This immersive experience is expect-
ed to inspire and prepare the students 
to become competent, ethical, and 
practice-ready legal professionals.

The college expresses gratitude to Dr. 
Ritika and Dr. Suparan for their dedi-
cated mentorship, which was instru-
mental in making this educational tour 
a valuable and memorable learning 
opportunity for all participants. Ashoka 
Law College remains committed to 
facilitating such initiatives that enrich 
student’s academic journey and profes-
sional outlook.

Ashoka Law College students 
embark on educational tour to SC

IGNOU to open online portal for re-registration 
for the July 2025 session
Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: Indira 
Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) has 
announced the start of 
online portal for re-regis-
tration for the July 2025 
academic session from 
May 15, 2025 onwards. 
The re-registration is 
meant for already reg-
istered/enrolled learn-
ers who are eligible to 
register for next year or 
semester.

To enroll in the next 
year or semester, learn-
ers need to fill and 
submit the IGNOU re-
registration July 2025 
form by the submission 
deadline which has 
been fixed for 30th June, 
2025. The students who 
did not attempt the term-
end examinations or did 
not submit their assign-
ment can still apply for 
re-registration for July 
2025, provided the 
minimum programme 
duration is achieved and 

programme validity has 
not expired.

The learners can apply 
for IGNOU re-registra-
tion July 2025 by visit-
ing the official website 
of the IGNOU www.
ignou.ac.in. The direct 
link for online re-regis-
tration is https://onlinerr.
ignou.ac.in/ which can 
be accessed under the 
drop-down menu option 
“Register Online>>Re-
registration” on IGNOU 
website home page.

In case any learner has 
forgotten his/her User 
ID or password or has 
changed the registered 
mobile number at later 
stages and is not able 
to log in to re-register, 
he/she must approach 
the Regional Centre or 
drop a mail on rcjam-
mu@ignou.ac.in with 
the request to reset the 
password.

In case online payment 
made by any learner 
does not get updated, 

do not make the second 
payment immediately. 
Learners must wait for 
a day, check the pay-
ment status and then 
decide further course 
of action. Learners are 
advised not to wait for 
the last date for submis-
sion of re-registration 
form since the servers 
get heavily overloaded 
towards the last date of 
online submission due 
to huge rush.

 “Learners must exer-
cise due caution in 
making online trans-
actions and as far as 
possible must use their 
own card/net banking 
to make payment and 
in case the learners are 
using third-party servic-
es (cybercafe or some 
other outlet) for submis-
sion of re-registration 
form, they must ensure 
that the courses have 
been correctly chosen 
and payment of admis-
sion fee has been made 
successfully. 

JMC takes action against 
unregistered dairies

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: The Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation (JMC) today carried 
out a coordinated drive against unreg-
istered cow and buffalo dairies operat-
ing within the city limits. The initiative 
was undertaken to enforce compliance 
with the municipal regulations regarding 
animal husbandry and dairy operations.

Under the directions of Commissioner, 
JMC Dr Devansh Yadav, Animal Welfare 
Officer, JMC Dr Gourav Chowdhary in 
coordination with Tehsildar Bahu Raju 
Sambyal, SHO Bagh e Bahu Inspec-
tor Ashwani Kumar and other officials 
from the JMC’s Veterinary Wing, Dr 
Divya Sharma and  Enforcement wing  
jointly conducted impounding drive 

across various localities in Jammu. As 
a result, several animals were taken 
into custody from unregistered dairies.  
AWO, Dr Gourav Chowdhary reiterated 
that operating an unregistered dairy is 
a violation of municipal rules and may 
result in strict action, including confisca-
tion of animals and penalties.

Citizens are therefore urged to reg-
ister their cow and buffalo dairies in 
accordance with the Jammu Municipal 
Corporation’s guidelines at the earliest 
and start following scientific cow and 
Buffalo dung waste disposal practices 
viz. Constructing Vermi-Compost, Bio-
Gas plant etc as more such impound-
ing drives would be carried out by JMC 
on the unregistered dairies running in 
Jammu City.

Mission Director Sandeep 
Kumar reviews progress of 
key projects under HADP

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Sandeep Kumar, Sec-
retary Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, 
J&K and Mission Direc-
tor, Holistic Agriculture 
Development Pro-
gramme (HADP), today 
chaired a comprehen-
sive review meeting to 
assess the progress of 
various components 
under HADP. The meet-
ing was held at the Con-
ference Hall, Director-
ate of Agriculture, Krishi 
Bhawan, Talab Tillo, 
Jammu.

The review session 
was attended by Proj-
ect Grounding and 
Monitoring Committees, 
Directors of Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Animal 
Husbandry, Fisheries, 
Sericulture and Sheep 
Husbandry from both 
Jammu and Kashmir 
divisions, alongside 
representatives from 
SKUAST-Jammu and 
SKUAST-Kashmir. Offi-
cers from the Kashmir 
division joined the pro-
ceedings virtually.

Key agenda items 
included a review of 
the action taken on 
decisions from previous 
meetings, submission 
of training calendars, 
and the status of farmer 
training initiatives. Prog-
ress updates were also 
shared regarding the 
Daksh Kisan Portal and 
the Kisan Sathi Portal, 
particularly in relation 
to course completion 
and farmer registration, 
respectively.

During the meeting, 
Sandeep Kumar direct-
ed all departments to 
fast-track the imple-
mentation of assigned 
tasks and ensure robust 
in ter-departmenta l 
coordination for effec-
tive execution of devel-
opmental projects 
under HADP.

A detailed review of all 
ongoing projects under 
HADP was conducted. 
The Mission Director 
instructed concerned 
officers to adhere 

strictly to projects time-
lines and objectives. He 
particularly emphasized 
the need to strengthen 
the agricultural market-
ing system to enhance 
the sale and distribution 
of produce, including 
infrastructure devel-
opment for marketing 
fruits and vegetables.

In the livestock 
sector, Mission Direc-
tor stressed the impor-
tance of improving 
animal health, breed-
ing programs, and value 
addition through various 
schemes and initiatives 
under HADP.

Special focus was 
given to the area expan-
sion of millets under 
the Promotion of Nutri-
Cereals (Millets) proj-
ect. Sandeep Kumar 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of Research & 
Development (R&D) in 
this domain and called 
for the conservation of 
traditional landraces 
and indigenous variet-
ies.

The meeting con-
cluded with a discus-
sion on organizing 
farmer-centric work-
shops under HADP, 
particularly on themes 
such as organic farm-
ing and beekeeping. 
Progressive farmers 
will be invited to share 
their experiences during 
these events, fostering 
peer learning and com-
munity engagement.

Sandeep Kumar fur-
ther stressed the need 
for documentation of 
success stories, which 
will serve as motiva-
tional case studies for 
the wider farming com-
munity.
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By: Vijay Garg 

Global warming can 
reduce the variety of 
crops in the world. 

A new study warns that if the 
global temperature exceeds 
1.5°C, huge areas may lose crop 
diversity, which may increase 
risk for worldwide food security. 
Researchers estimate that about 
a third of global food produc-
tion may be at risk due to high 
temperatures. In research pub-
lished in Nature Food, scientists 
at the University of Alto in Fin-
land explained how changes in 
temperature, rainfall patterns 
and overall dryness will impact 
the growth of 30 major food 
crops worldwide. The results 
of research show that the lower 
latitude zones, the larger parts 
of the special tax tropical coun-
tries are the most damaging 
ones. As the temperature rises, 
too much land will be unsuit-
able for agriculture in these 
areas. Also the variety of crops 
that can be grown will lead to a 
steep decline. Sarah Heiconen, 
a researcher leading the study, 
said that the loss of diversity 
means that the scope of food 
crops available for cultivation 
in some areas can significantly 
decrease. This will reduce food 
protection and make it more 
difficult to get enough calories 
and protein. These changing 
circumstances may affect half 
of the world’s existing food crop 
production. Major crops such 
as rice, maize, wheat, potato 

and soybean may face a huge 
shortage in suitable agricultural 
land. This may increase chal-
lenges for those who are depen-
dent on these crops for daily 
nutrition. Many other crops 
are also unsafe including root 
crops grown in tropical regions 
other than cereals and pulses. 
Root crops such as Jimikand are 
important for food safety in low-
income areas. Countries located 
south of the Sahara Desert in 
Africa will be the most affect-
ed. If global warming exceeds 
3°C then about three-fourths of 
the current production will be 
at risk in these countries. The 
impact of global temperatures 
will not be the same everywhere. 
The new study shows a clear dif-
ference between the lower lati-
tude and the region with hot 
and cold climate in between the 
middle to higher latitude zones 
(the regions with the equator 
and the polar regions). Coun-
tries close to the equator where 
there may be huge loss of crop 
and fall in diversity, the same 
country with cold climate can 
maintain its overall production 
level.

Scientists have also estimat-
ed that areas with central and 
high latitudes may be able to 
cultivate a wide range of crops 
in a world that is hot. Studies 
senior author Matty Kummu 
says favourable change in cli-
mate does not guarantee higher 
yields. Climate change can 
increase production at some 
places but warming can cause 

new pests and bring extreme 
weather events. Countries 
struggling with food insecurity, 
doing special African countries 
are already facing difficulties as 
rising temperatures coincide 
with other social and economic 
pressures. In many low latitude 
areas, especially in Africa, yields 
are lower than other regions of 
the world. These countries can 
gain higher yields by increas-
ing their access to fertilizers and 
irrigation as well as reducing 
food losses through production 
and storage chains. Although 
global heat will add a lot of 
uncertainty to these estimates 
and will likely require even 
more action, such as selecting 
a tailored crop and adopting 
new modes of reproduction. It 
seems easy to study and analyze 
through models but it is most 
difficult to understand how to 
make changes. The report sug-
gests that policymakers in coun-
tries with low latitudes should 
look for ways to bridge the gap 
in the infrastructure of agricul-
ture. Also should be prepared 
for more adverse increasing 
conditions. Local communi-
ties without such efforts, which 
are already in danger of food 
shortages, will have to struggle 
even more in the years to come. 
Securing the world’s food crops 
Farmers and policy determi-
nants will have to remain flex-
ible for areas with middle and 
high latitudes. Heat can open 
doors to new crops, but changes 
in global demand and market 

forces can further change the 
ways people choose for farm-
ing. The methods that farmers 
can adopt to deal with new con-
ditions include experimenting 
with different crop varieties, 
adjusting planting seasons, and 
investing in infrastructure to 
deal with hot weather and pests. 
Researchers say that if we want 
to secure our food system in the 
future, we will have to reduce 
climate change and adapt to its 
effects. Even though the biggest 
changes are in equatorial areas, 
we will all feel these impacts 
through the global food system. 
So we will have to work together 
to overcome these problems. 
This interconnection means 
that crop failures driven by cli-
mate in a part of the world will 
affect all supply chains, which 
can affect food prices and avail-
ability everywhere. The study 
emphasizes that it is necessary 
to reduce climate change, but 
it is equally important to plan 
better to deal with the condi-
tions that arise on a hot and 
more unpredictable planet.

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Eminent 
Educationist street 
Kour Chand MHR 

Malout Punjab)
 

Border safety is a critical aspect of a 
nation’s internal and external security. 
It ensures the protection of territorial 

integrity and safeguards the nation against 
threats like illegal infiltration, terrorism, smug-
gling, human trafficking, and the movement 
of anti-national elements. A country’s border 
defines its sovereignty, and any breach of this 
boundary can have serious implications for 
national security, economic stability, and social 
harmony.

India, with its vast and diverse borders span-
ning over 15,000 kilometers of land and more 
than 7,500 kilometers of coastline, faces a 
unique set of challenges. It shares borders with 
Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, and Afghanistan (through Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir). Each border region has its 
own set of strategic, geographical, and political 
issues, making border management a complex 
task. For example, the western border with Pak-
istan is known for frequent ceasefire violations 
and cross-border terrorism, while the northern 
border with China includes high-altitude con-
flict zones like those witnessed in Galwan Valley.

To tackle these diverse challenges, India has 
deployed specialized forces. The Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) guards the Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh borders; the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP) monitors the mountainous frontier with 
China; the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) secures 
borders with Nepal and Bhutan; the Assam 
Rifles handles the India-Myanmar border; and 
the Indian Coast Guard and Indian Navy protect 
the country’s vast maritime boundaries. Each of 
these forces is trained to handle region-specific 
security concerns, including patrolling, intelli-
gence gathering, and dealing with hostile intru-
sions or illegal activities.

However, the traditional methods of border 
security—like fences and patrols—are no 
longer enough in today’s high-tech world. 
Modern threats demand modern solutions. 
India is increasingly incorporating technology 
into its border safety operations. Smart fenc-
ing projects like the Comprehensive Integrated 
Border Management System (CIBMS) use infra-
red sensors, CCTV cameras, alarms, and com-
mand-and-control systems to detect and deter 
intrusions. Drones and UAVs (Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles) are used for surveillance in difficult 
terrains where human access is limited. Ther-
mal imaging, night vision devices, and satellite 
monitoring also form part of a more robust and 
real-time border surveillance system.

Despite these efforts, several challenges 
remain. Difficult terrains such as snow-covered 
mountains, dense forests, riverine patches, 
and deserts make regular patrolling and fenc-
ing extremely hard. The discovery of under-
ground tunnels, often used by militants and 
smugglers, adds another layer of complexity. 
Borders shared with countries like Nepal and 
Bangladesh are culturally and ethnically inter-
connected, which sometimes leads to uncon-
trolled civilian movement and difficulties in 
enforcing strict border protocols.

Furthermore, the lack of infrastructure in 
border areas hinders swift response by secu-
rity forces. Poor roads, weak communication 
systems, and a shortage of essential amenities 
make both monitoring and living conditions 
tough for the deployed personnel. In many 
cases, the absence of development in these 
regions leaves local communities vulnerable 
to manipulation or recruitment by cross-border 
elements.

Local communities, however, can play a piv-
otal role in strengthening border safety. Their 
knowledge of the region, movement patterns, 
and suspicious activities makes them valuable 
partners in national security. The government 
must invest in improving the quality of life for 
border residents—providing education, health-
care, employment, and civic facilities—not just 
to uplift their lives, but also to reinforce their 
loyalty and active cooperation with border 
forces.

Strong diplomacy is another pillar of border 
safety. Coordinated efforts with neighboring 
countries to resolve disputes, share intelligence, 
and conduct joint operations can significantly 
reduce tension and incidents at the borders. 
India’s strategy must also include better train-
ing, resources, and welfare for the personnel 
guarding the borders under extreme physical 
and psychological stress.

In conclusion, border safety is more than a 
matter of fencing and force—it’s a complex, 
multi-layered approach involving security 
forces, technology, diplomacy, infrastructure, 
and community involvement. As threats con-
tinue to evolve in form and intensity, India must 
adopt an integrated, long-term strategy that not 
only secures its borders but also fosters devel-
opment, cooperation, and peace in the region. 
Ensuring border safety is not just a defense 
mandate, but a national responsibility essential 
to preserving the unity, security, and progress 
of the nation.

EDITORIAL
Will ceasefire cease the flames of terrorism?

Increasing heat will Reduce the variety of crops

BORDER SAFETY

By: Omkar Dattatray

After all ,all wars are fought 
for ultimate peace and 
normalcy and it is so good 

that the two South Asian neighbors 
that is India and Pakistan have 
agreed to the ceasefire of all escala-
tory activities upon each other and 
the cease fire has come into effect  at 
5 pm as per Indian standard time on 
10th of May2025,but to our dismay 
Pakistan again resorted to firing at 
the boarders ,LOC and also struck 
missiles and drones a several north-
ern cities of India thus violating the 
ceasefire which our country has 
agreed upon on the request on hot-
line by Pakistan’s DGMO to India’s 
DGMO. In fact it is President Donald 
Trump of America who has played a 
commendable role in making India 
and Pakistan to agree on the cease-
fire and thus great loss to the two 
countries involved has been averted. 
But the million dollar question is 
that will the ceasefire cease and stop 
the flames of terrorism with which 
India’s Jammu and Kashmir in 
particular is beset since last over 34 
years? This question haunts every 
one’s mind in India and Pakistan 
cannot be trusted given that coun-
try’s track record of resorting to 
unprovoked firing and its back stab-
bing. Pakistan has always stabbed 
India at the back and so our forces 
of all the three wings and our para-
military forces including BSF,CRPF 
should remain alert and on their 
toes as Pakistan can also stab us at 
the back as that country has a his-
tory of ambushing India stealthily as 
Pakistan believes and is on its policy 
of bleeding India by a thousand cuts. 
Therefore it cannot be said that Pak-
istan will end its support to cross 
boarder terrorism in near future as 
terrorism is the very theme of its 
policy towards India. Indian forces 

have done a very commendable job 
through its Operation Sindoor as 
it has destroyed nine hideouts and 
training camps of terrorists in POJK 
and Pakistan and has inflicted huge 
material and terrorist loss in those 
camps. It is soothing to the mind 
that our brave and disciplined forces 
have killed more than 100 terror-
ists including several dreaded ter-
rorists who were involved in ter-
rorist attacks on Indian soil. Indian 
defense forces deserves a pat at 
its back and salute for inflicting 
maximum casualties on terrorists. 
Indian air strikes were precise and 
were penetrated on the terrorists 
only and while attacking terrorist 
camps Indian forces ensured that 
no civilian is affected and so India’s 
air strikes were made with preci-
sion and India has also responded 
to the escalation of Pakistan army 
with great restraint. Now that there 
is ceasefire between India and Paki-
stan side ,but that country cannot 
be taken at its face value. Pakistan 
is habitual of training, sponsoring 
and exporting terrorism to India 
and it seems uncertain that she will 
mend her ways and thus she may 
continue to sponsor terror to India. 
It is so good that India has agreed 
to implement ceasefire on its own 
terms and conditions and Modi has 
stated categorically and in unequiv-
ocal terms that the acts of terror-
ism unleashed  with the support 
and involvement of Pakistan will 
be taken as an act of war and India 
will retaliated with full might. India 
also made it clear that she will not 
differentiate between the Pakistani 
state and its terrorists and will reso-
lutely crush both if Pakistan dares 
to sponsor terror to India. India’s 
consistent and persistent policy 
with regard to terrorism which it 
has been experiencing for the last 
over three decades is clear and loud 
that talks and terrorism cannot go 

together and now our Prime min-
ister Modi has added new meaning 
and broader scope to its policy and 
has said that trade and terror cannot 
go hand in hand and also water and 
blood will not flow together. It has 
also been made absolutely clear 
that India has only halted its offen-
sive against Pakistan and she can 
resume its operations against the 
enemy country if she dares to vio-
late ceasefire again. it is pertinent 
to mention the key points of PM 
Modi’s address after the ceasefire 
with Pakistan. In his address to the 
nation after the Operation Sindoor 
Modi said that the operation is still 
on. He said India will not tolerate 
any nuclear blackmail ,while acting 
against terror and its sponsor Paki-
stan. Mr Modi said that zero toler-
ance of terrorism was guarantee 
for a better world,referencing the 
surgical strikes of 2006 and the 
Balakot air strikes of 2019.PM Modi 
said India has only paused military 
operations against Pakistan ,it will 
retaliate if Pakistan tries any mis-
adventure. Speaking on the ‘’under-
standing ‘’reached between India 
and Pakistan ,PM Modi said  that 
after Pakistan’s dialed up India’s 
DGMO ,India has only paused its 
military operations. If Pakistan tries 
to carry out terrorist activity or vio-
lates ceasefire ,we will retaliate with 
full force. Mr Modi stated that this 
retaliation will be carried out on our 
terms ,in our way. Modi further said 
India’s Lakshman Rekha against 
terrorism is now clear adding that 
each act of terrorism will be met 
with force. India knows well that 
Pakistan cannot be trusted given her 
past record of deceptions and it is so 
good that India is alert meaning that 
our armed forces will be alert and 
they are capable of dealing with Pak-
istan as was evidenced by its Opera-
tion Sindoor against terrorist camps 
and its strike on Pakistani military 

and airbase after that country’s 
retaliation. Modi said Operation 
Sindoor is India’s new normal. All 
said and done it cannot be trusted 
that Pakistan will mend her ways 
and she will stop sponsoring terror-
ism to India as there is no guarantee 
that Pakistan will not again export 
terror to India. So our defense forces 
of all the three wings will have to 
remain on high alert and on their 
toes as our enemy is so cunning and 
she cannot be trusted. So the moot 
question haunting the mind of all 
Indian’s is will the ceasefire between 
India and Pakistan cease the flames 
of terrorism in which our country 
has been engulfed since last more 
than three decades? We have full 
faith and trust on our defense forces 
as they are capable to deal with any 
situation with Pakistan. India has 
to maintain vigil on the activities 
and behavior of Pakistan as the fate 
of that country in actual lies with 
the army and Jihadi General Munir 
is more powerful than the political 
executive their and given this situ-
ation of Pakistan ,our forces have 
to remain ever ready to retaliate if 
that country again dares to spon-
sor terrorism in India. Rest cease-
fire is the call of the situation and 
it has averted a nuclear war and 
that would have been catastrophic 
for both the country’s. But so far as 
stoppage of terrorism nothing cer-
tain can be said.

(The author is a 
columnist, social, KP 

activist &Freelancer)  
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Kishtwar showcases sporting excellence: Inter-School 
Zonal Level Competitions energize district
Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 
14: The Department 
of Youth Services & 
Sports, Kishtwar, under 
the directions of Deputy 
Commissioner Kishtwar, 
Rajesh Kumar Shavan is 
witnessing a vibrant cel-
ebration of youth talent 
and sporting excellence 
as Inter-School Zonal 
Level Competitions 
are being conducted 
with great enthusiasm 
across all zones of Dis-
trict Kishtwar.

The multi-day tourna-
ments, held in Zones 
Kishtwar, Nagseni, 
Drabshalla, and Paddar, 
are highlighting the ath-
letic abilities, sports-
manship, and team spirit 
of students from various 
schools.

The district is pul-
sating with energy as 
U-14 girls engage in a 
diverse range of sports 
including Kho-Kho, 
Kabaddi, Rope Skip-
ping, Volleyball, Yoga, 

Chess, Carrom, and 
Badminton. Events are 
being conducted at key 
venues such as Chow-
gan Ground, HSS Boys, 
and ITI, creating a fes-
tive atmosphere that 

promotes camaraderie 
and healthy competition.

The event hosted at 
BVM and Chowgan 
Ground in Zone Nag-
seni features Chess 
and Carrom competi-

tions for U-17 boys and 
girls, along with Yoga 
sessions for U-14 and 
U-17 categories (boys 
and girls). With 233 
enthusiastic participants 
from various schools, 

the events have show-
cased a high level of 
skill, focus, and dedica-
tion.

On its fourth consecu-
tive day, Zone Drabshal-
la is conducting Athletics 
for U-14 boys and girls 
at Bimalnag Binoon. 

The competitions have 
drawn spirited perfor-
mances from young ath-
letes, who are demon-
strating commendable 
agility and sportsman-
ship in track and field 
events.

Now in its fifth day, 
Zone Paddar is featur-
ing Athletics, Cricket, 
and Yoga for U-14 boys. 
A total of 45 students 
from schools across the 
zone are actively par-
ticipating, showcasing 
their talent and enthu-
siasm across multiple 
disciplines.

All events are being 
held under the able 
guidance of DYSSO 
Kishtwar, Jaffer Haider 
Sheikh.

Dimple leads protest over non-functioning 
Govt websites, water meters, and failing 
public services in Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Sunil Dimple, Presi-
dent of Mission State-
hood, spearheaded 
a major protest rally 
today against the com-
plete breakdown of 
essential government 
services and depart-
ments in Jammu. The 
demonstration, attend-
ed by several local 
leaders and concerned 
citizens, condemned 
the 15-day-long outage 
of online websites of 
key departments like 
Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration (JMC), Power 
Development Depart-
ment (PDD), and Public 
Health Engineering 
(PHE). Addressing the 
rally, Dimple highlighted 
the acute inconvenience 
faced by the public due 
to the inaccessibility of 
online portals for basic 
services such as elec-
tricity bill payments, 
birth and death certifi-
cates, sanitation com-
plaints, and housing 
construction approvals. 
He alleged that no offi-
cial work is being carried 

out due to these techni-
cal failures.

He also strongly 
opposed the ongoing 
installation of drinking 
water meters across 
Jammu, accusing the 
government of commer-
cializing water supply, 
which was earlier free. 
“The Jal Shakti and 
PHE departments are 
installing water meters 
while people in many 
wards are suffering from 
severe drinking water 
shortages,” Dimple said.

Criticizing the PDD, 
Dimple claimed the 
electricity bill portals are 
non-functional, and con-
sumers are receiving 
inconsistent and inflat-
ed bills twice a month. 
“Where the money 
goes, nobody knows. 
There is no account-
ability,” he remarked. He 
demanded a halt to the 
prepaid smart metering 
system and urged the 
government to deliver 
accurate paper bills to 
all households.

Calling for relief for the 
common people, Dimple 
demanded the provision 
of 200 units of free elec-

tricity, 12 LPG cylinders, 
and double ration from 
January 1, 2025, for all 
residents of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He warned of 
an intensified agitation 
if these demands are 
not met.

Dimple also slammed 
the municipal authori-
ties, alleging that over 
15,000 street lights and 
main road lights across 
Jammu have not been 
functioning for over a 
month, plunging the 
city into darkness every 
night. He further alleged 
a failure of door-to-door 
garbage collection 
and said many areas 
are facing overflowing 
drains and damaged 
sewer systems.

Accompanied by prom-
inent leaders including 
Billo Pahlwan, S. Kala 
Singh, Mohinder Lichee, 
Vijay Virdi, Arun Verma, 
Lohari Shaha, Shi-
shupal Sharma, Babu 
Singh, and many others, 
Dimple demanded 
immediate intervention 
from the Chief Minister 
to restore civic services 
and ensure accountabil-
ity in governance.

Kaith celebrates his birthday at BJP Hqr

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Former Jammu Uni-
versity officer and now 
BJP’s dedicated worker 
R.L.Kaith celebrated his 
birthday at BJP’s Head-
quarter Trikuta Nagar, 
on Monday.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
leader and former Minis-
ter of State in the Gov-
ernment of Jammu and 
Kashmir Priya Sethi, 

BJP’s office secretary 
Hans Raj Loria, Balbir 
Ram Rattan, Subedar 
Baldev Chand Sandhu 
(Retd), Havildar Des 
Raj Kaith (Retd), Naresh 
Kumar, Jagdish Raj and 
many others who were 
present on the occasion, 
sang a happy birthday 
song for him and wished 
longevity for him with a 
beaming smile.

Kaith distr ibuted 
sweets among them 

and thanked for all 
their heartfelt birthday 
wishes.

Kaith said, “I certain-
ly consider myself to 
be one of the luckiest 
people in this world, 
which is why on my 
birthday, I don’t want 
to ask for anything but 
thank Almighty for all 
the good things He has 
blessed me with over 
the years.”

Apni Party pays tributes to 
Martyr Zakir Hussain
Manjit leads party delegation to offer condolences to 
bereaved family at Raipur Kheri

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: Apni 
Party Provincial Presi-
dent (Jammu), Manjit 
Singh, on Wednes-
day led a delegation 
of party leaders to the 
residence of Zakir Hus-
sain’s bereaved family 
in Raipur Kheri, Jammu. 
Hussain was recently 
martyred in cross-bor-
der shelling by the Paki-
stani army.

According to a press 
release issued here, 
“the party leaders met 

with the bereaved family 
and conveyed their 
heartfelt condolences.”

 “On this occasion, the 
party leaders expressed 
their grief and sorrow 
over the irreparable loss 
the family has suffered. 
They extended their sol-
idarity with the bereaved 
in this hour of grief 
and prayed for eternal 
peace for the departed 
soul,” the press release 
added.

Besides Manjit Singh, 
the prominent party 
leaders who were part of 

this condolence delega-
tion included Provincial 
Senior Vice President 
Faqir Nath, Provin-
cial Vice Presidents 
Saleem Alam and Arun 
Chibber, Provincial Sec-
retary Ajaz Kazmi, Dis-
trict President (Rural) 
Pushap Dev Uppal, Dis-
trict President Udham-
pur Hans Raj Dogra, 
Social Media In-Charge 
Jammu Province Vaib-
hav Mattoo, District 
President Minority Wing 
Jammu Dalbir Singh, 
and others.

Arpita scores 90% in 
CBSE Class 12 Exams

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Arpita Gupta, daughter 
of Pawan Gupta and 
resident of Partap Garh, 
Raghunath Bazar, has 
excelled in the CBSE 
Class 12 examinations 
by securing an impres-
sive 90% marks.

Her dedication and 
consistent hard work 
have earned her this 
remarkable achieve-
ment, making her family 

and community proud.
A determined and 

focused student, Arpita 
has set a fine example 
for her peers with her 
academic performance. 
Her success has been 
appreciated by teachers 
and well-wishers, who 
praised her commitment 
to studies. Arpita aims 
to pursue higher educa-
tion with the same pas-
sion and continue her 
journey of academic 
excellence.

Army authorities visit shelling-hit 
border villages in Nowshera Sector

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, May 14: Army authori-
ties from Nowshera conducted a visit to 
the border villages of Lam and Jhangar, 
situated near the Line of Control (LoC), 
following recent incidents of cross-
border shelling that caused damage to 
several houses and injured livestock.

During their visit, Army officials met 
with affected residents and assured all 
possible support. They also empha-
sized close coordination with the local 
civil administration to facilitate speedy 
rehabilitation and relief measures.

Expressing solidarity with the villag-

ers, the Army reaffirmed the nation’s 
unwavering commitment to the safety, 
security, and welfare of its border resi-
dents. The officials appreciated the 
resilience and courage displayed by the 
local population in the face of adversity.

The Army also commended the swift 
and coordinated response of the local 
community and civil authorities, which 
played a crucial role in minimizing casu-
alties and maintaining calm during the 
shelling incidents. The Indian Army 
remains dedicated to ensuring the 
well-being of civilians residing in for-
ward areas and will continue to provide 
necessary support in times of need.

Mir urges moratorium on loan EMIs for tourism and allied sectors
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 14: 
Apni Party Provincial 
President (Kashmir), 
Mohammad Ashraf Mir, 
on Wednesday said 
that businesses—par-
ticularly those linked to 
tourism and allied sec-
tors—have suffered a 
huge setback following 
the Pahalgam terror 
attack and subsequent 
incidents. He urged 
Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) Manoj Sinha and 
Chief Minister (CM) to 
intervene and facilitate 
a moratorium on loan 
EMIs for these sectors, 
as the people running 

such businesses are not 
presently in a position 
to pay even the instal-
ments of their debts.

In his statement, 
Mohammad Ashraf Mir 
said, “The terror attack 
at the Baisaran meadow 
in Pahalgam, along with 
subsequent incidents, 
has severely damaged 

businesses—especially 
those related to tourism 
and allied sectors. Many 
small entrepreneurs had 
taken loans from banks 
to establish their busi-
nesses in the hope of a 
better livelihood. How-
ever, with a complete 
decline in tourist arriv-
als, their businesses 

have suffered such a 
major setback that they 
are no longer in a posi-
tion to pay their EMIs.”

Urging the Lieutenant 
Governor and the Chief 
Minister to intervene 
and ensure a morato-
rium on loan EMIs for 
the affected people, Mir 
said, “I humbly request 
LG Manoj Sinha and CM 
Omar Abdullah to inter-
vene and ensure a mor-
atorium on loan EMIs 
for the affected people 
affiliated with the tour-
ism and allied sectors. 
It is imperative that the 
government steps in to 
extend their support to 
the affected business.”

Top News Report

SAMBA, May 14: In a 
heartfelt tribute to the 
brave soldiers of the 
Indian Defence Forces, 
Dogra Degree College 
successfully organised 
a social media cam-
paign under the theme 
“Rashtra Pratham – 
Nation First”.

The event was a col-
laborative effort of the 
college’s NSS Unit 
and NCC Unit, aimed 
at expressing grati-
tude and national pride 
through digital plat-
forms.

The campaign was 
held under the able 
leadership of Ms. Bela 
Thakur, Director, Dogra 
Educational Trust, and 
saw overwhelming par-
ticipation from students 
and staff alike.

 Participants show-
cased their patriotism 
by sharing anima-
tion videos, posters, 
images, poems, and 
songs across social 
media platforms like 
Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, and Twitter.

Simran Thakur, NSS 

Dogra Degree College organises 
social media campaign to honour 
Indian Defence Forces

Programme Officer, 
commended the enthu-
siasm and creativity 
displayed by the stu-
dents. 

She emphasized that 
such initiatives cultivate 
a sense of responsibil-
ity and deepen respect 
for the Defence Forces 
among youth.
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Recently, composer 
Amaal Mallik shocked 
his fans when he took 
to Instagram to share 
that was severing ties 
with his family, blaming 
his parents for the rift 
between him and his 
younger brother, singer 
Armaan Malik. However, 
Armaan tells us that all’s 
well between the broth-
ers. Opening up about 
their bond for the first 
time since Amaal’s post, 
Armaan says, “Our bond 
is and will always be the 
same. I know my rela-
tionship with my brother 
and we are pretty tight. 

I am the kind of person 
who doesn’t care about 
what people think or 
social media users 
think. All I care about is 
what my brother and I 
think, and we are pretty 
sorted. Nothing can ever 
change between us. 
Amaal also mentioned 
on his social media that 
humare beech mein koi 
problem nahin hai.”

In fact, Armaan, who 
recently performed at 
The O2 Arena in London 
(UK), is also collaborat-
ing with his brother on 
a project. “I have sung 
a single that has been 

composed by Amaal. 
It’s tentatively titled BB. 
It’s a Hindi-Punjabi song 
that we plan to release 
in a month or so,” says 
Armaan, adding that he 
has worked on close to 
40 singles that he plans 
to release in the coming 
months. “For me, music 
is music. But non-film 
music is my calling. I 
have been extremely 
focused on that for many 
years. It has been very 
beneficial for me also, 
as a lot of new listeners 
have come in, who iden-
tify with the independent 
side of mine,” he says.

Talking about the rev-
enue aspect of inde-
pendent music, Armaan 
says, “When you 
release an independent 
song, making money is 
anyway not easy. You 
can only make revenue 
on an indie track if it 
does massive numbers. 
And in order to get that, 
you need to put in a lot of 
might and money to pro-
mote the song. So, the 
ROI on indie music is not 
so much. So, we, sing-
ers, make money from 
our live shows. I really 
hope fans understand 
the importance of sub-

scription-based model 
and pay for their music, 
just like the West, where 
artistes feel gravitated 
towards making more 
music because they are 
motivated.”

Meanwhile, the singer, 
who celebrated his first 
wedding anniversary 
recently, shares that his 
wife, beauty influencer 
Aashna Shroff, has 
influenced his music. 
Speaking about his 
marriage and its influ-
ence on his craft for the 
first time, Armaan says, 
“Life has been beautiful 
with Aashna. I am in a 

happy space. I feel the 
space that you are in - 
mentally and emotion-
ally – reflects in your 
work. I think that’s why 
I have been coming up 
with a lot of love songs 
(laughs). Aashna is my 
greatest critic when it 
comes to work and I like 
how honest she is with 
her feedback. Whenever 
I make a song, I always 
play it to her. Her feed-
back on the aesthetic of 
a video or photo shoot 
is valuable for me. That 
has only helped me get 
better as an artiste.”

Several Pakistani art-
ists, including Fawad 
Khan, Mahira Khan 
and Hania Aamir, were 
called out for statements 
made by them following 
India’s Operation Sin-
door. Now, actor Celina 
Jaitly has come forward 
to slam them, wondering 
why they remain silent 
about terrorism in their 
country.

Celina slams Fawad 
and Mahira

During an interview 
with agency, Celina 
shared her thoughts 
on the tension between 
India and Pakistan.

Celina said, “India must 
come first. Our national 
interest must always be 
our top priority. Paki-
stani artists are quick to 
benefit from our thriving 
entertainment indus-
try but remain silent 
about the terrorism their 
government supports. 
They’ve the platforms 
to demand change and 
condemn violence, yet 
they choose silence. 
Until there is real 

accountability and sin-
cere efforts to dismantle 
terror networks, we must 
stand firm and draw 
clear boundaries.”

Recently, the Govern-
ment of India ordered 
all the Indian OTT plat-
forms to stop stream-
ing all songs, movies, 
series, podcasts made 
in Pakistan. The Minis-
try of Information and 

Broadcasting’s new 
notice read, “In the inter-
est of national security, 
all OTT platforms, media 
streaming platforms 
and intermediaries 
operating in India are 
advised to discontinue 
the web-series, films, 
songs, podcasts and 
other streaming media 
content, whether made 
available on a subscrip-

tion based model or oth-
erwise, having its origins 
in Pakistan with immedi-
ate effect”.

Talking about the 
same, Celina shared, 
“When those with the 
power to influence mil-
lions choose silence, 
that silence becomes 
deafening. Patriotism 
isn’t about grandstand-
ing; it’s about stand-
ing tall for your coun-
try when it needs you 
most. History will always 
remember who stood up 
and who turned away. 
But as the daughter and 
granddaughter of deco-
rated war veterans and 
the sister of a Special 
Forces officer, I can say 
this with conviction that 
patriotism runs through 
my very DNA... When 
our soldiers stand on 
the frontlines and fami-
lies mourn unimaginable 
losses, it’s only right for 
our industry to pause 
and reflect. This unity 
sends a message – that 
our nation and its people 
come before everything 

else. True patriotism 
shines brightest in times 
of shared grief and resil-
ience”.

Tension between India 
and Pakistan

Tensions between 
India and Pakistan 
escalated significant-
ly following the April 
22 terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam, Jammu and 
Kashmir, which claimed 
lives of 26 people. The 
incident has sparked a 
diplomatic crisis. Last 
week, the Indian Armed 
Forces launched Opera-
tion Sindoor, a targeted 
strike mission to destroy 
terrorist infrastructure in 
Pakistan and (Pakistan-
occup ied-Kashmi r ) 
PoK in response to the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

Normalcy is gradually 
seeping in following the 
ceasefire between India 
and Pakistan. That 
being said, Pakistani 
actors, including Mahira 
Khan and Fawad Khan, 
continue to face boycott 
calls in India.

Like a true blue Pun-
jabi, noted director-pro-
ducer Guddu Dhanoa 
says it the way it is; no 
sugarcoating, no social-
ly correct filters. Indeed, 
being the cousin of 
superstar Dharmendra 
has held him in good 
stead. Without batting 
an eyelid, he asserts 
being related to Dhar-
mendra did open doors 
for him. With pride, he 
says, “Daughter of our 
family, my buaji gave 
birth to such a phenom-
enon.”

In the same note 
of candour, he, who 
has gone on record to 
express his dismay with 
yet another Punjabi sen-
sation Diljit Dosanjh, will 
not backtrack or cover 
up his sentiments on the 
singer-actor. Though he 
will not talk about Diljit, 
whom he had given 
a break in The Lion of 
Punjab, he does quip, 
“I don’t know why they 
behave differently when 
they are newcomers, 
call you godfather, 
touch your feet and then 
change with time.”

However, that is not the 
reason why Dhanoa has 
not cast heavyweight 
stars in his upcoming 
film Romeo S3. All his 
life, the producer, who 
has given us one of 
the biggest names in 
the film industry, has 
worked with newcom-
ers, be it Govinda and 

Kimi Katkar back in 
Mera Lahoo or King 
Khan in Deewana. And, 
yes, he does single out 
Shah Rukh Khan and 
Priyanka Chopra among 
those actors unaffected 
by success. “Success 
and failure in this indus-
try are never a constant 
but unpredictable,” he 
observes,

So, what makes him 
think Romeo S3 will 
work, especially when 
films are flopping left 
right and centre? He 
agrees no one can know 
which film will work and 
when, “Every film has 
its kundli. Even a good 
film can flop and people 
try to find reasons, but 
no one can decipher 
the success code.” He 
cites the example of 
Sanam Teri Kasam, 
which flopped initially, 
but became a massive 
hit when re-released. 
He does believe that 
odds are in favour of 
his Romeo S3, whose 
trailer has already gar-
nered a massive viewer-
ship. One of the reasons 
possibly could be that 
the film has been made 
with a modest budget of 
Rs 10 crore and hence 
it will not be difficult to 
recover costs.

As for its title, before 
you presume S3 is an 
acronym for something 
else, well it stands for 
the film’s lead charac-
ter’s name Sangram 

Singh Shekawat. Since 
his titular character too 
is a police officer, does 
he fear comparison 
with other films? Almost 
every superstar there is 
has played a cop with 
aplomb and filmmaker 
Rohit Shetty has almost 
created a ‘copverse’. 
Well, he is not afraid 
of comparisons and 
asserts, “Thakur Anoop 
Singh, our hero, has 
played his part excep-
tionally well and not 
copied anyone.” Dhanoa 
is all praise for his hero-
ine Palak Tiwari, ‘big 
star of future’.

Does Dhanoa who 
made the patriotic film 

Shaheed on the life of 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
have any message 
for his countrymen or 
Indian Army? He says, 
“Who am I to give any 
message to our Army, 
rather they have given 
us a strong one. They 
are the real heroes who 
have stood like a pillar 
between us and the 
enemy. It is because of 
them that we are safe in 
our homes.” As for work-
ing with his nephews, 
Sunny Deol and Bobby 
Deol, in Shaheed and 
other films, he lauds 
them both for being 
thorough professionals 
and recalls how Sunny, 

in fact, was the biggest 
star he had ever worked 
with in Ziddi.

If you think in recent 
years Dhanoa was on 
a hiatus of sorts, he 
shares how he was busy 
with regional cinema and 
even made a Marathi 
film. He adds, “At times, 
certain projects don’t 
work out. Like we were 
almost ready with Bich-
hoo 2, but Bobby told 
me someone else had 
already started making a 
film with the same story. 
So, we had to look for 
another subject.” Right 
now, apart from Dee-
waana 2 and Bichhoo 
2 in the making, he is 
busy with a web series 
Shubhchintak, starring 
‘fabulous actors’ Dimple 
Kapadia and Anupam 
Kher.

Clearly, Dhanoa would 
not like to be associ-
ated with one kind of 
cinema, but a bouquet. 
For now, it’s action time 
as actioner RomeoS3 
releases May 16. From 
the romantic Deewana-
maker, Romeo inciden-
tally stands for Opera-
tion Romeo and not 
any lovelorn lover. Of 
course, Dhanoa’s love 
for making movies will 
never ever ebb. As he 
says, “I feel alive only 
when I am on the sets.” 
So, lights, camera, 
action…will forever be 
his life!

Armaan Malik: Nothing can change between Amaal and I; we are coming 
up with a single

Celina Jaitly slams Pakistani actors for ‘silence 
on terrorism’, supports ban

Director Guddu Dhanoa, who has come up with 
the film Romeo S3, says there is no sure-shot 

formula for success

Hiba Nawab will no longer be a part 
of her television show, Jhanak. After 
reports of the show taking a leap and 
the makers gearing up to introduce new 
leads, the actor has decided it’s time for 
her to move on. 

Speaking to us, Hiba confirmed the 
news of her exit from the show citing 
discomfort with playing a mother to 
someone close to her age on-screen.

“I won’t be a part of the show after 
the leap. I am not comfortable play-
ing a mother to someone closer to my 
age. There were discussions, and we 
somehow knew it was happening, but 
the confirmation came a few days ago,” 
she explains.

Hiba adds, “Jhanak and Aniruddha’s 
daughter Arshi will grow up post-leap. 
The story will revolve around her, and 
obviously, someone closer to my age 
will be cast. How can I play a mother 
to someone my age? I am not comfort-
able.”

During her stint on the show, Hiba 
faced trolling for her character. “The 
criticism affected my confidence as 
a performer. This was the first time I 
really faced so many negative com-
ments. I used to scroll through social 
media and just wonder why it’s hap-
pening,” she shares.

After she wraps up the shoot in the 
first week of June, Hiba is looking for-
ward to a break. Though she is “open 
to television and OTT projects” but has 
firm boundaries regarding the kinds of 
roles she would take up. “I’ve been 
approached for bold scenes, and I’ve 
had to refuse. I am clear that I don’t 
want to be a part of something I’m not 
comfortable with or wear something 
revealing on screen,” she ends.

Singer Sonu Nigam 
has approached the 
Karnataka High Court, 
seeking the quashing of 
the cases filed against 
him for allegedly making 
offensive remarks about 
the Kannadiga commu-
nity.

The cour t, af ter 
hearing the matter, 
adjourned the hearing 
to May 15.

The controversy erupt-
ed after Nigam’s state-
ment at a music event in 
Bengaluru on April 22, 
which reportedly hurt 
the sentiments of many 
Kannadigas.

Following the remarks, 
a complaint was lodged 
at the Avalahalli police 
station in Bengaluru, 

prompting the authori-
ties to register an FIR 
against the singer.

The police issued a 
notice to Nigam, asking 
him to respond within 
seven days. Since 
Nigam failed to provide 
a response, the police 
issued a second notice, 
demanding his appear-
ance for questioning.

On May 3, an FIR 
was registered against 
Nigam under multiple 
sections of the Indian 
Penal Code, including 
Section 351(2) (criminal 
intimidation), Section 
352(1) (intentional insult 
with intent to provoke 
breach of peace), and 
Section 353 (incitement 
to public mischief).

The case was filed 
following a complaint 
from Dharmaraj A., the 
President of the Benga-
luru Urban District Unit 
of the pro-Kannada 
group, Karnataka Rak-
shana Vedike.

The FIR accuses 
Nigam of making 
remarks that “emo-
tionally provoked” and 
“hurt the sentiments” of 
the Kannadiga commu-
nity, potentially inciting 
unrest among different 
linguistic communities 
in the state.

In the aftermath of 
the FIR, Sonu Nigam 
issued a public apology 
on May 5, acknowledg-
ing the hurt caused by 
his comments. Taking 
to social media, Nigam 
wrote, “Sorry Karna-
taka. My love for you 
is bigger than my ego. 
Love you always.” The 
singer expressed regret 
for any offence caused, 
emphasising that his 
affection for his fans in 
Karnataka superseded 
any personal pride.

In addition to the legal 
proceedings, the Ben-
galuru District Police 
served Nigam a notice, 
directing him to appear 
before the investigating 
officer within the next 
week.

The investigation is 
centred around a video 
that went viral, showing 
Nigam’s controversial 
remarks during his per-
formance at the music 
event in late April.

Hiba Nawab quits Jhanak: I’m 
not comfortable playing a mom 
to someone my age

Sonu Nigam seeks legal relief 
from Karnataka High Court amid 
Bengaluru event controversy
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JAIPUR, May 14 
(Agencies): AICC gen-
eral secretary Sachin 
Pilot on Wednesday 
called upon the Govern-
ment of India to clarify its 
stance on US President 
Donald Trump’s remarks 
regarding mediation 
between India and Paki-
stan.

Expressing his con-
cern, Pilot said Trump 
not only failed to address 
the core issue of terror-
ism but also attempted 
to equate India with 
Pakistan and bring 
the Kashmir issue into 
international discourse.
Jammu and Kashmir 
tourism

“The US president has 
claimed that he secured 
a ceasefire between 
India and Pakistan 
using increased trade 
as leverage. That state-
ment is shocking,” Pilot 
told reporters here.

“India has fought sev-
eral wars but this is the 
first time a ceasefire 
is being declared by a 
foreign president. A few 
hours later, our DGMO 
(director general of mili-
tary operations) con-
firmed the ceasefire. 
This sequence of events 
raises serious ques-
tions,” he said.

Criticising Trump’s 

repeated omission of 
terrorism in his state-
ments, Pilot said state-
sponsored terrorism 
from Pakistan is the real 
issue between India and 
Pakistan. Unfortunately, 
Trump has not men-
tioned it even once, he 
said.

“Neither the US admin-
istration nor Vice Presi-
dent (J D Vance) has 
condemned Pakistan’s 
role in cross-border ter-
rorism or offered any 
assurance that it will 
stop,” the Congress 
leader said.

Pilot also rejected the 
US attempt to bring 
Kashmir into the con-
versation, saying it is a 
bilateral issue between 
India and Pakistan and 
is not open to third-party 
intervention.

“Our issue is terror-
ism, not Kashmir. By 
dragging Kashmir into 
it, Trump has unnec-
essarily complicated 
the matter,” the former 
Rajasthan deputy chief 
minister added.

Recalling a resolution 
passed unanimously by 
Parliament in 1994 call-
ing for the return of Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK), Pilot urged the 
government to convene 
a special session of 

Parliament to reaffirm 
that commitment and 
remove any prevailing 
confusion.

“The 1994 resolution 
is on record. In light of 
recent developments 
and the misleading nar-
rative, a special session 
should be called and 
the resolution should be 
reiterated so there is no 
ambiguity about India’s 
position,” he said.

Pilot said Trump’s 
narrative attempts to 
re-hyphenate India and 
Pakistan.Jammu and 
Kashmir tourism

“Because of the efforts 
in the last 20 years, we 
have grown to a larger 
economy. We have a 
global presence and 
people were talking 
about Indo-China when 
it was about economy, 
population, military, etc. 
but this development 

has brought us back 
to the early 90s when 
India and Pakistan were 
hyphenated, which is not 
a good sign,” he said.

He said India was 
nowhere compared to 
Pakistan.

Pilot said somewhere 
an attempt is being 
made to weigh India and 
Pakistan on the same 
scale once again and 
that is not a good sign 
for diplomacy, foreign 
policy and India’s future.

He appreciated the 
defence forces for suc-
cessfully carrying out 
Operation Sindoor and 
destroying the infra-
structure of terror with 
precision.

“Operation Sindoor is 
a brilliant operation and 
the precision with which 
our forces have struck is 
excellent,” he said.

LUCKNOW, May 14 (Agen-
cies): Holding the tricolour high, 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath flagged off the 
‘Bharat Shaurya Tiranga Yatra’ 
on Wednesday and commended 
the armed forces for success-
fully striking terror infrastructure 
in the “failed nation” of Pakistan.

The success of Operation Sin-
door, carried out in retaliation 
to the April 22 Pahalgam terror 
attack, sent a powerful message 
to India’s enemies, he said.

Pointing to the huge congre-
gation at the rally, one of the 
many being organised by the 
BJP across Uttar Pradesh, the 
chief minister said it proved the 
respect people have for the 
armed forces.

“This patience and dedication 
reflect how citizens stood with 
our soldiers and government 
during Operation Sindoor.” With 
India tracking the links of the 
Pahalgam massacre to Paki-
stan, Adityanath castigated the 
neighbouring nation as a “failed 
state” that has only sown seeds 
of terrorism in the past 70 to 75 
years.

“Pakistan is hollow from 

within. The world has seen that 
it accorded state funerals to ter-
rorists with politicians and Army 
officials in attendance. The day 
is not far when this terrorism, 
deeply embedded in its system, 
will consume the nation itself,” 
he said.

In a stern warning, the chief 
minister said, “Those who dare 
raise a finger at India or threaten 

the dignity of our daughters will 
find no one to mourn them.” 
Adityanath said Operation Sin-
door had to be launched despite 
the evidence of Pakistani links 
to last month’s attack on tourists 
in the verdant Baisaran mead-
ows, Islamabad lived in denial.

“On the very first day of the 
operation, over 100 terrorists 
and those sheltering them were 

punished. The world witnessed 
the Indian military’s might on 
land, sea, and air. The Indian 
forces’ message was clear: ‘We 
don’t provoke, but if provoked, 
we don’t spare.’” “The tricolour 
represents India’s honour, pride, 
and valour. This yatra is a mark 
of gratitude to the armed forces 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for standing strong in the 
face of adversity,” the chief min-
ister said.

He emphasised that Modi’s 
core vision of ‘Nation First’ acts 
as a guiding light for all Indians.

“When 140 crore Indians prior-
itise the nation above everything 
else, no power in the world can 
challenge India. If every citizen 
fulfils their duty with this spirit, 
we will realise the dream of a 
developed and powerful nation,” 
Adityanath said.

A host of senior BJP leaders, 
including state unit chief Bhu-
pendra Chaudhary, Deputy CM 
Brajesh Pathak, Finance Minis-
ter Suresh Khanna, Jal Shakti 
Minister Swatantra Dev Singh, 
MPs, MLCs and district leaders 
were also present at the rally.

NEW DELHI, May 14 (Agen-
cies): Top military brass on 
Wednesday called on President 
Droupadi Murmu to brief her on 
the Operation Sindoor and its 
outcomes.

The Rashtrapati Bhavan said 
the delegation was led by Chief 
of Defence Staff General Anil 
Chauhan.

Chiefs of the three forces 
— General Upendra Dwivedi, 
Chief of the Army Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal AP Singh, Chief of the 
Air Staff and Admiral Dinesh K 
Tripathi, Chief of the Naval Staff 
— accompanied him.

“The President commended 
the valour and the dedication 
of the Armed Forces that made 
India’s response to terrorism a 
sterling success,” said Rashtra-

pati Bhavan.
Operation Sindoor, aimed at 

destroying terror hubs in Paki-
stan, began on May 7 and was 
paused on May 10 after Paki-

stan approached India to cease 
hostilities.

Nine terror hubs in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and 
Pakistan were struck by Indian 

military during the operation 
and hundred dreaded terrorists 
eliminated.

LeT and JeM headquarters at 
Muridke and Bahawalpur, which 
trained terrorists who perpe-
trated Pulwama among other 
terrorist strikes in India, were 
destroyed.

The operation is on pause, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has said and any further terror 
act will be responses to as an 
act of war.

The operation was launched in 
response to the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack which killed 
26 tourists including one Nepali. 
The victims were killed based on 
their religious denomination and 
were all Hindus.

Pilot asks Centre to clarify stance on 
Trump’s remarks about mediation between 
India, Pakistan

UP CM launches ‘Bharat Shaurya Tiranga Yatra’ 
in Lucknow, terms Pak ‘failed state’

Top military brass briefs President Murmu 
on Operation Sindoor

LUCKNOW, May 14 
(Agencies): BSP chief 
Mayawati on Wednes-
day condemned the 
purported objection-
able remarks made by 
Madhya Pradesh minis-
ter Vijay Shah against 
Army officer Colonel 
Sofiya Qureshi, terming 
them “deeply sadden-
ing and shameful.” The 
former Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister demand-
ed strict action to pre-
vent communal dishar-
mony and uphold the 
dignity of India’s armed 
forces.

In a strongly worded 
post on X, Mayawati 
said, “First the Foreign 
Secretary and then a 
woman officer of the 
Army have been sub-
jected to disgusting, 
indecent and inappro-
priate remarks. This 
is actually an attempt 
to destroy the positive 
atmosphere of enthusi-
asm and pride prevail-
ing across the country 
over the success of 
‘Operation Sindoor’ 
carried out by the Indian 
Army against Pakistan. 
This is extremely pain-
ful and shameful.” Col 
Qureshi was a promi-
nent face during media 

briefings on Operation 
Sindoor, In a follow-up 
post, the BSP supremo 
said, “In this context, 
the indecent com-
ment made by a senior 
Madhya Pradesh minis-
ter regarding a Muslim 
woman Army spokes-
person should be taken 
very seriously. The BJP 
and the central govern-
ment must take strict 
action against him so 
that the malicious inten-
tions of the enemy fail 
and the country’s com-
munal harmony and 
unity are not disturbed.” 
Uttar Pradesh Congress 
president Ajay Rai also 
lashed out at the min-
ister, saying Shah had 
not only insulted a 
brave daughter of India 

but also attacked the 
strength of womanhood 
and national unity.

“By insulting a brave 
woman officer of the 
Indian Army, Colonel 
Sofia Qureshi, Madhya 
Pradesh Minister Vijay 
Shah has hurt the 
honour of woman power, 
the armed forces, and 
our unity,” Rai said on X 
on Tuesday.

He added, “His com-
ments reflect a petty and 
disgusting mindset. How 
can a person holding a 
position of responsibil-
ity make such immoral 
and hateful remarks? 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi must seek his 
resignation immediately 
or sack him. Otherwise, 
it will be seen as Modi’s 

silent approval of this 
vile statement.” Rai 
further said that such 
remarks were not sur-
prising, given the BJP 
and RSS’s “history of 
misogyny and hate.” 
The Congress shared 
a video in which Shah 
is purportedly heard 
making objectionable 
remarks, saying, “‘Jin-
hone humari betiyon 
ke sindoor ujade the… 
humne unhiki behen 
bhej kar ke unki aisi ki 
taisi karwayi (those who 
wiped sindoor (vermil-
ion) off our daughters’ 
forehead… we sent their 
sister to teach them a 
lesson)’.” Speaking to 
reporters, Shah said, 
“If my words have hurt 
society and religion, 
then I am ready to apol-
ogise ten times.” .

Colonel Qureshi was 
part of the tri-services 
team that conducted 
press briefings on 
Operation Sindoor 
alongside Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri and 
Wing Commander Vyo-
mika Singh. The Indian 
military response came 
after terrorists carried 
out a brutal attack in 
Pahalgam that left 26 
people dead.

NEW DELHI, May 14 
(Agencies): The security 
cover of External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
has been strengthened 
with the addition of two 
bullet-resistant vehicles 
following a review of his 
Z category armed cen-
tral protection recently, 
official sources said on 
Wednesday.

The move comes days 
after a military con-
flict between India and 
Pakistan, and amid New 
Delhi’s punitive diplo-
matic measures against 
Islamabad following 
the April 22 Pahalgam 
terrorist attack, which 
claimed 26 lives.

Jaishankar, 70, has 
been helming the Min-
istry of External Affairs’ 
(MEA) initiatives in this 
regard. He has been 
speaking to various 
world leaders and for-
eign ministers of various 
countries about Opera-
tion Sindoor carried out 
by India in response to 
the Pahalgam attack.

The sources told 
agency that a recent 

review of Jaishankar’s 
armed security was 
undertaken by central 
intelligence agencies 
and they recommended 
the addition of bullet-
resistant vehicles to his 
Z category convoy.

The security require-
ments necessitated 
the addition of two 
new vehicles that are 
bullet resistant and this 
arrangement has been 
made recently, they 
said.

Overall, the security 
arrangements of the 
VIP have been strength-
ened, they added.

Following a similar 
review and inputs on 
his threat perception, 
the Union home ministry 

upgraded Jaishankar’s 
protection level from the 
Y category to the sec-
ond-highest Z in 2023.

The Central Reserve 
Police Force’s (CRPF) 
VIP security wing pro-
vides armed cover to 
the minister.

The VIP security cover 
under the central pro-
tection list begins from 
Z-plus (Advanced Secu-
rity Liaison) to Z-plus, Z, 
Y, Y-plus and X.

The CRPF’s VIP secu-
rity cover has about 200 
protectees at present, 
including Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah and 
the Congress’ first family 
— Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra.

NEW DELHI, May 14 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is 
chairing a meeting of 
the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security (CCS) 
ahead of the Union 
cabinet gathering today.

This is the 11th high-
level review meeting 
that the Prime Minister 
is chairing since April 
23, when the CCS 
met for the first time to 
announce comprehen-
sive national response 

measures in the wake 
of Pakistan-sponsored 
terror attack in Pahal-
gam on April 22.

These meetings have 
included meetings of 
the CCS and broad 
security reviews with 
the top security and 
military brass of the 
country.

The meetings have 
shaped Indian response 
to Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism and the mili-
tary strategy and plan 

during Operation Sin-
door which destroyed 
nine terror hubs in Paki-
stan and killed over 100 
terrorists.

The CCS is to take 
stock of the situation 
and discuss the way 
forward, including vigi-
lance and preparedness 
in the face of an unreli-
able adversary.

The CCS may also 
take note of the Indian 
plan to expose Pakistan 
in the UNSC sanctions 
committee due to meet 
soon where the gov-
ernment is expected to 
push for designation of 
The Resistance Front 
(TRF) as a proscribed 
organisation.

The TRF had claimed 
responsibility for killing 
26 persons in Pahalgam 
before curiously retract-
ing.

Mayawati condemns derogatory 
remarks on Col Qureshi, Cong demands 
MP minister’s sacking

Centre adds bullet-resistant vehicles 
to EAM Jaishankar’s security cover

PM Modi chairs meeting of Cabinet 
Committee on Security

Operation Sindoor, aimed at destroying terror hubs in Pakistan, began on May 7 and was 
paused on May 10 after Pakistan approached India to cease hostilities
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VATICAN CITY, May 14 
(Agencies): Pope Leo XIV on 
Wednesday offered to mediate 
between leaders of countries at 
war, saying that he himself “will 
make every effort so that this 
peace may prevail”.

The new US pontiff, who 
became head of the world’s 
1.4 billion Catholics last week, 
also called on Christians living 
in the Middle East not to aban-
don their homes, in a speech to 
members of the Eastern Catho-
lic Churches.

“Who, better than you, can 
sing a song of hope even amid 
the abyss of violence?” he told 
the packed Paul VI hall at the 
Vatican, noting that “from the 
Holy Land to Ukraine, from Leb-
anon to Syria, from the Middle 
East to Tigray and the Cauca-
sus, how much violence do we 
see!”.

He urged them to pray for 
peace, adding: “For my part, I 
will make every effort so that 
this peace may prevail.

“The Holy See is always ready 
to help bring enemies togeth-
er, face to face, to talk to one 
another, so that peoples every-
where may once more find hope 

and recover the dignity they 
deserve, the dignity of peace.

“The peoples of our world 
desire peace, and to their lead-
ers I appeal with all my heart: 
Let us meet, let us talk, let us 
negotiate!”.

Leo took over as pontiff from 
Pope Francis, who died on April 

21 aged 88.
He was speaking at a pre-

arranged event for the 2025 
Jubilee holy year dedicated to 
the 23 Eastern Catholic Church-
es, located across Eastern 
Europe, the Middle East, India, 
and parts of Africa.

In his appeal to end conflicts 
-- a dominant theme in his 
addresses so far -- Leo thanked 
those “sowing seeds of peace”.

“I thank God for those Chris-
tians -- Eastern and Latin alike 
-- who, above all in the Middle 
East, persevere and remain in 
their homelands, resisting the 
temptation to abandon them,” 
he said.

“Christians must be given 
the opportunity, and not just in 
words, to remain in their native 
lands with all the rights needed 
for a secure existence. Please, 
let us strive for this!”

Pope offers to mediate between world 
leaders to end wars

BALOCHISTAN, May 14 
(Agencies): As Pakistan contin-
ues to rain atrocities on Baloch 
residents, the Baloch Women 
Forum (BWF) strongly criti-
cised the recent rocket launcher 
attack on the residence of Jangi-
yan Baloch, a civilian in the Bali-
cha area of Tump Tehsil, district 
Kech.

Taking to the social media 

platform X, BWF alleged that 
the assault was carried out by 
“death squads,” the locally oper-
ating armed groups with the pur-
ported backing of law enforce-
ment agencies of Balochistan.

The forum stated, “We, the 
Baloch Women Forum (BWF), 
denounce the ugly attack of 
rocket launchers on the home 
of a civilian, Jangiyan Baloch, 
in district Kech’s Balicha in the 
strongest possible terms and 
deem it an attack on the soci-
etal order and organization of 
the Baloch.”

According to X handle, the 
incident left three members of 
Jangiyan Baloch’s family injured 
-- his son Nawaz Jangiyan, 
daughter-in-law Ayesha Mulla 
Raza, and wife Modho Naik 
Bakht.

The BWF highlighted that the 
armed factions in the region 
freely perpetrate violence, 
destabilising society while 
remaining shielded from jus-
tice. And, with the tacit support 
of the state, these groups act as 
instruments of chaos, immune 
to law and accountability.

“These groups have been 
given a free hand to destabi-
lise the social order,” the BWF 
stated. “They function with 
impunity and are unaccountable 
due to the backing they receive 
from state institutions.”

The Forum also expressed 
deep concern over the dete-
riorating security conditions in 
Tump, describing it as one of the 
most gravely impacted regions 
in Balochistan. It accused 
armed groups in the area of 

orchestrating targeted killings, 
enforced disappearances, and 
assaults on civilians, all of which 
are fueling an escalating climate 
of lawlessness and fear.

The Baloch Women Forum in 
the resort to combat the rising 
human right abuses demanded 
several actions which included 
measures like an immediate 
end to what it described as 
“illegal privileges” granted to 
armed militias, a permanent 
halt to human rights violations 
in Trump and the wider Balo-
chistan region, and a transpar-
ent and impartial inquiry into 
the rocket attack on Jangiyan 
Baloch’s home, with legal action 
against the perpetrators. Fur-
thermore, it also called for medi-
cal and financial assistance for 
the injured and their family.

TORONTO, May 14 
(Agencies): Following 
Kash Patel’s swearing-
in as FBI Director with 
the Bhagavad Gita, 
Anita Indira Anand, 
a Canadian of Indian 
descent, assumed office 
as Canada’s new For-
eign Minister with the 
holy book in her hands. 
This moment marked 
a historic milestone in 
Mark Carney’s cabinet 
reshuffle.

As the first Hindu 
woman to hold this 
position, Anita Anand’s 
appointment has been 
celebrated by Hindu 
groups across Canada, 
including the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) 
Canada and the Canada 
Hindu Advocacy Coali-
tion, who regard her as 
a source of inspiration 
for the Canadian Hindu 
community.

Anand’s appointment 
has sparked significant 
interest, particularly in 
the context of strained 
Canada-India rela-
tions following the 2023 
assassination of Kha-
listani activist Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar. However, 
there have been no 
public reactions from 
Sikh groups regarding 
her appointment, which 
may be attributed to the 
recent events and ongo-
ing tensions between 
Hindu and pro-Khalistani 
groups in Canada, as 
well as her past stance 
on Nijjar’s killing.

In July 2023, Anand 
retweeted a statement 
from then-Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mélanie 
Joly condemning post-
ers targeting Indian 
diplomats in the wake 

of Nijjar’s killing. The 
statement read, “The 
materials posted online 
for a protest on July 8 
are unacceptable, and 
they do not represent 
Canadians.”

Born in Kentville, 
Nova Scotia, to Indian 
immigrant parents from 
Tamil Nadu and Punjab, 
Anand has a distin-
guished political career. 
She was first elected as 
a Member of Parliament 
for Oakville in 2019 and 
has held several key 
ministerial roles, includ-
ing Minister of Public 
Services and Procure-
ment, Minister of Nation-
al Defence, and Minister 
of Transport.

Her appointment as 
the first Hindu woman 
foreign minister is a 
landmark for represen-
tation, potentially foster-
ing greater engagement 
between the Canadian 
government and diverse 
communities. However, 
given the context of the 
Nijjar case and Sikh 
groups’ advocacy for 
justice, her role may 
be closely scrutinised, 
particularly in light of 
her assertion of Hindu 

identity.
Hopefully, Anand’s 

appointment will have 
a positive impact on 
Indo-Canada rela-
tions, given her Indian 
heritage. While her role 
could play a key part in 
addressing the recent 
tensions between the 
two countries, the out-
comes would largely 
depend on diplomatic 
efforts from both sides.

Observers note that 
her previous role in 
shaping Canada’s Indo-
Pacific Strategy, with a 
focus on regional secu-
rity, could indirectly ben-
efit India-Canada rela-
tions, given their shared 
interests. However, 
resolving issues like the 
Khalistani movement 
will be complex. While 
her approach could lead 
to improved trade and 
immigration policies, the 
success will depend on 
navigating domestic and 
international pressures.

Indo-Canada relations 
have been severely 
strained since the killing 
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar 
in British Columbia in 
June 2023, followed 
by claims from former 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau accusing Indian 
officials of involvement. 
India vehemently denied 
these allegations, result-
ing in the mutual expul-
sion of diplomats.

The Khalistani issue 
has been a bone of 
contention in Indo-
Canada relations. With 
Canada’s large Sikh 
diaspora, numbering 
771,790 as of the 2021 
census, playing a role 
in domestic politics, this 
may create a complex 
backdrop for Anand’s 
tenure, as she must 
balance domestic pres-
sures with international 
diplomacy.

However, Carney’s 
focus on diversifying 
Canada’s international 
partnerships, particu-
larly with the Indo-Pacif-
ic, aligns with India’s 
strategic interests and 
gives hope. Canada is 
increasingly looking to 
reduce dependence on 
the United States and 
strengthen ties with the 
region, where India is 
seen as an obvious part-
ner due to shared demo-
cratic values, economic 
complementarities, and 
mutual interests.

Observers feel that 
Anand’s Indian heri-
tage could facilitate dia-
logue, potentially lead-
ing to improved trade 
agreements, enhanced 
defence cooperation, 
and better immigra-
tion policies. However, 
resolving the Khalistani 
issue and addressing 
the Nijjar case will be 
crucial.

Though on the sur-
face her appointment 
suggests a potential to 

mend ties with India, 
success is not guaran-
teed.

Anand’s appointment 
is a milestone, both 
symbolically and strate-
gically, but beneath this 
historic achievement lies 
a complex web of Indo-
Canada relations.

Anand’s Indian heri-
tage and prior political 
experience, including in 
shaping Canada’s Indo-
Pacific Strategy, suggest 
potential for fostering 
renewed dialogue with 
India. However, her past 
condemnation of materi-
als targeting Indian dip-
lomats following Nijjar’s 
death could create fric-
tion with Sikh advocacy 
groups, highlighting the 
delicate balance she 
must maintain.

While Hindu organ-
isations in Canada cel-
ebrate her appointment, 
the absence of reactions 
from Sikh groups under-
scores existing tensions. 
Anand’s role demands 
adept diplomacy—bal-
ancing domestic multi-
cultural sensitivities with 
international relations, 
particularly concerning 
the Khalistani move-
ment, which remains a 
contentious issue.

Her tenure offers an 
opportunity to reset 
Canada’s foreign policy 
towards India, focusing 
on trade, security, and 
immigration. However, 
success hinges not just 
on heritage or politi-
cal acumen but on her 
ability to bridge divides, 
foster mutual respect, 
and engage in prag-
matic diplomacy amidst 
complex pressures.

Baloch forum blames Pakistan army for civilian assault

Anita Anand, Canada’s first Hindu foreign minister: Will 
she resolve the ‘K’ issue amid strained India relations

RIYADH, May 14 (Agencies): Presi-
dent Donald Trump met on Wednes-
day with Syrian President Ahmad al-
Sharaa, going face-to-face with the 
onetime insurgent leader who spent 
years imprisoned by US forces after 
being captured in Iraq.

Trump agreed to “say hello” to al-
Sharaa before the US leader wraps up 
his stay in Saudi Arabia and heads to 
Qatar, where Trump is to be honoured 
with a state visit. His Mideast tour also 
will take him to the United Arab Emir-
ates.

Al-Sharaa was named president of 
Syria in January, a month after a stun-
ning offensive by insurgent groups led 
by al-Sharaa’s Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, 
or HTS, stormed Damascus and ended 
the 54-year rule of the Assad family.

Trump said he decided to meet with 
al-Sharaa after being encouraged to 
do so by Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The president 
also pledged to lift yearslong sanctions 
on Syria.

“There is a new government that will 
hopefully succeed in stabilizing the 
country and keeping peace,” Trump said 
in a wide-ranging foreign policy address 
Tuesday in which he announced he was 
lifting the sanctions that have been in 
place in Syria since 2011. “That’s what 
we want to see in Syria.”

Formerly known by the nom de guerre 
Abu Mohammed al-Golani, al-Sharaa 
joined the ranks of al-Qaida insurgents 
battling US forces in Iraq after the 
US-led invasion and still faces a war-
rant for his arrest on terrorism charges 
in Iraq. The US once offered $10 million 
for information about his whereabouts 
because of his links to al-Qaida.

Al-Sharaa came back to his home 
country of Syria after the conflict began 
in 2011 and led al-Qaida’s branch that 
used to be known as the Nusra Front. 
He later changed the name of his group 
to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and cut links 
with al-Qaida.

The sanctions go back to the rule 
of Bashar Assad, who was ousted in 
December, and were intended to inflict 
major pain on his economy.

Both the Biden and Trump adminis-
trations had left the sanctions in place 
after Assad’s fall as they sought to 
take the measure of al-Sharaa, who 
has renounced his past affiliation with 
al-Qaida.

After his “pull aside” with al-Sharaa, 
Trump will attend a meeting Wednes-
day of the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
made up of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, before setting off for 
Qatar, the second stop in his Mideast 
tour.

Qatar, like the other Gulf Arab states, 
is an autocratic nation where politi-
cal parties are banned and speech is 
tightly controlled. It is overseen by its 
ruling emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani. Sheikh Tamim, 44, took power 
in June 2013 when his father stepped 
down.

Oil exports in Qatar began after World 
War II, though it would take until 1997 
before Qatar began shipping out lique-
fied natural gas to the world.

That brought unfathomable wealth 
— and new influence — to this small 
nation that sticks out like a thumb 
into the Persian Gulf. Qatar founded 
the satellite news network Al Jazeera, 
which brought an Arab perspective to 
mass media that helped fuel the 2011 

Arab Spring protests. The network also 
became famous for running statements 
from al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden.

Qatar has also played a central role 
in pay-to-play-style scandals around 
the globe.

In Israel, authorities are investigating 
allegations that Qatar hired close advis-
ers to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to launch PR campaigns to 
improve the Gulf nation’s image among 
Israelis.

Two European Union lawmakers 
found themselves accused of taking 
money from Doha in a scandal dubbed 
“Qatar-gate.” US prosecutors in 2020 
accused Qatar of bribing FIFA execu-
tive committee members to secure the 
tournament in the country in 2022.

In 2024, RTX Corporation, the defense 
contractor formerly known as Raytheon, 
agreed to pay more than $950 million 
to resolve allegations that it defrauded 
the US government and paid bribes 
to secure business with Qatar. Doha 
always has denied wrongdoing and 
sponsors an annual anti-corruption 
prize.

Qatar follows an ultraconservative 
form of Sunni Islam known as Wah-
habism born out of Saudi Arabia. How-
ever, Qatar struck a different tack in 
the Arab Spring by backing Islamists, 
including Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 
and former Egyptian President Moham-
med Morsi, as well as those who rose 
up against Assad.

Its support of Islamists, in part, led to 
a yearslong boycott of the country by 
Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. That boycott only 
ended as then-President Joe Biden pre-
pared to enter the White House in 2021.

Qatar also has served as a key media-
tor, particularly with the militant group 
Hamas as the international commu-
nity pursues a ceasefire for the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. Qatar 
also served as host of the negotiations 
between the United States and the Tali-
ban that led to America’s 2021 with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

Qatar is home to Al-Udeid Air Base, a 
sprawling facility that hosts the forward 
headquarters of the US military’s Cen-
tral Command.

The oil-rich country is also in the 
center of a controversy over its offer to 
provide Trump with the gift of a luxury 
Boeing 747-8 that the US could use as 
Air Force One while new versions of the 
plane are under construction by Boeing.

The Qatari government has said a 
final decision hasn’t been made. But 
Trump has defended the idea as a 
fiscally smart move for the US, even 
as critics argue it would amount to a 
president accepting an astonishingly 
valuable gift from a foreign government.

Trump has indicated he would refur-
bish the aircraft and it would later be 
donated to his post-White House presi-
dential library. He says he would not 
use the plane once he leaves office.

The president, early Wednesday in a 
social media post, said the plane “is a 
gift from a Nation, Qatar, that we have 
successfully defended for many years.”

“Why should our military, and there-
fore our taxpayers, be forced to pay 
hundreds of millions of Dollars when 
they can get it for FREE from a country 
that wants to reward us for a job well 
done,” Trump added. “This big savings 
will be spent, instead, to MAKE AMER-
ICA GREAT AGAIN! Only a FOOL 
would not accept this gift on behalf of 
our Country.”

BERLIN, May 14 (Agencies): Three 
Ukrainian nationals have been arrested 
in Germany and Switzerland on suspi-
cion of agreeing to send parcels con-
taining explosive or incendiary devices 
from Germany to Ukraine, apparently at 
the behest of people acting for Russia, 
German prosecutors said Wednesday.

The men are suspected of acting as 
secret agents for the purpose of sabo-
tage, as well as agreeing to commit 
arson and bring about an explosion, 
federal prosecutors said in a statement.

The alleged plans fit a pattern in which 
Western officials have accused Russia 
and its proxies of staging dozens of 
attacks and other incidents across 
Europe since the full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine more than three years ago.

Two of the men — identified only as 
Vladyslav T. and Daniil B. in line with 
German privacy rules — were arrested 
in different parts of Germany on Friday 
and Saturday respectively. The third, 
identified as Yevhen B., was arrested 
in Tuesday in the northern Thurgau 
region of neighbouring Switzerland.

The suspects are accused of telling 
“one or more people suspected to be 

acting on behalf of Russian state agen-
cies” around March that they were pre-
pared to carry out attacks on freight 
transport in Germany, prosecutors 
said. The alleged plan was for the men 
to send packages that would explode 
or catch fire while being transported 
to Ukraine.

One of the suspects, Vladyslav T., 
mailed two “test packages” in Cologne 
at the end of March that contained GPS 
trackers to scope out possible means 
of transport, according to prosecutors. 
He was allegedly tasked with doing so 
by Yevhen B., who is accused of pro-
viding the contents of the packages 
via Daniil B.

German prosecutors did not elabo-
rate further on what was in the pack-
ages or on how and where they were 
dispatched.

In a previous case last year, West-
ern security officials suspect Russian 
intelligence was behind a plot to put 
incendiary devices in packages on 
cargo planes headed to North America, 
including one that caught fire at a cou-
rier hub in Germany and another that 
ignited in a warehouse in England.

Trump greets Syria’s al-Sharaa in 
Riyadh, first presidential meet in 25 years

Germany, Switzerland arrest 
3 over suspected plans to send 
explosive parcels to Ukraine

In his appeal to end conflicts -- a dominant theme in his addresses so far -- Leo 
thanked those “sowing seeds of peace”.
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Ladakh  admin orders ...

Further, it has been ordered that Delden Angmo, 
earlier HoD DIET Leh and I/c Principal DIET Leh, will 
now serve as I/c CEO Leh and Mirza Mehdi, currently 
HoD Leh, will now also hold the additional charge of 
I/c Principal, DIET Leh.

Stolen gun recovered within..
As per officials, a complaint was lodged by Poonam 

Devi, wife of Naresh Kumar, resident of Malley-de-
Kothey, at Police Station Arnia. She reported that an 
unknown person had stolen a 12 bore double barrel 
gun from her house.

Taking swift action, they said, Police Station Arnia reg-
istered an FIR No. 23/2025 under sections 331(4)/305 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and assigned the inves-
tigation to SI Harjinder Pal Singh under the supervision 
of SHO Arnia, Inspector Dilawar Kumar.

Using human and technical intelligence, the police 
team identified and detained a suspect, officials said.

During sustained questioning, the accused, identified 
as Rahul Chandail alias Salute Maar of Allah village in 
Arnia, confessed to the crime, they said.

Based on his disclosure, officials said, the police suc-
cessfully recovered the stolen 12 bore double barrel 
gun.

Meanwhile, further investigation is underway.

Two Killed in Srinagar..
sustained critical injuries in the crash and were rushed 

to SMHS Hospital, where doctors declared them dead 
on arrival.

The accident occurred during the afternoon hours, 
prompting immediate response from bystanders and 
emergency services. Eyewitnesses reported that the 
motorcycle lost control before crashing into the pole.

Local police have taken cognisance of the incident 
and initiated necessary legal proceedings. A case has 
been registered, and further investigations are under-
way to ascertain the cause of the accident.

Pakistan hands over BSF..
“Today at 1030 hours Constable Purnam Kumar Shaw 

has been taken back from Pakistan by BSF at Attari-
Wagah border,” the spokesperson said.

Shaw had “inadvertently” crossed over to Pakistan ter-
ritory while on operational duty in the area of Ferozepur 
sector on April 23 around 1150 hours and detained by 
Pak Rangers, he said.

Officials told PTI that the jawan will undergo a full body 
check-up and medical test followed by a counselling 
and ‘debriefing’ session where he will be asked “rel-
evant questions” by the BSF officials about his 21-day 
detention by the Rangers.

The jawan, belonging to the 24th BSF battalion, will 
not be drafted in active duty and will also be part of an 
official inquiry instituted by the Punjab frontier of the 
BSF to look into the sequence of his apprehension by 
the Rangers and find lapses, if any, they said.

The spokesperson said the handover of the jawan 
at the border “was conducted peacefully and in accor-
dance with established protocols.” “With the consistent 
efforts of BSF through regular flag meetings with Paki-
stan Rangers and through other communication chan-
nels, the repatriation of BSF Constable has become 
possible,” he said.

Shaw’s apprehension by the Pakistan Rangers hap-
pened a day after the Pahalgam terrorist attack in which 
26 people were killed.

The jawan was part of the ‘Kisan Guard’ that was 
deployed for protection of Indian farmers, who till their 
land ahead of the fence, and the trooper apparently 
“mis-calculated” the alignment of the IB and stepped 
to rest under a nearby tree from where he was appre-
hended by the Rangers, officials had said.

Shaw hails from Rishra in Hooghly district of West 
Bengal and his wife has been speaking to BSF offi-
cers and the press seeking the whereabouts of her 
husband and his early release in wake of the military 

offensive between India and Pakistan following Opera-
tion Sindoor.

Bunkers back in focus..
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Wednesday.
During his visit to Uri in Baramulla district, the J-K CM 

reviewed the situation in areas affected by Pakistan’s 
shelling and noted the need for the locals of the area 
for such protective structures, which had diminished 
over the years until the recent escalation of violence.

CM Abdullah emphasised the government’s commit-
ment to providing individual bunkers to residents in 
response to their demands.

 “Again, bunkers are now a topic of discussion. For 
several years, we were not in need of bunkers. Now, the 
people have demanded individual bunkers, not com-
munity ones. We will arrange bunkers for all the regions 
affected by the shelling,” CM Abdullah told reporters.

The J-K CM stated that the situation following the 
shelling is the same in Uri, Tangdhar, Rajouri, and 
Poonch and stated that following the assessment of the 
places, compensation will be provided to the people.

 “The situation is the same in Uri, Tangdhar, Rajouri, 
and Poonch. 

Our civilian areas were attacked for two to three 
days… It seemed as if the efforts were made to involve 
more and more civilians. Right now, the ceasefire is pre-
vailing, and there is peace in the border regions current-
ly. We are trying to reach all the areas that are affected. 
We are doing the assessment of all the damage done, 
and based on that, we will provide compensation to the 
people,” CM Abdullah noted.

The recent shelling by Pakistan, in retaliation for 
India’s ‘Operation Sindoor’ on May 7, targeted civil-
ian areas along Jammu and Kashmir and the Line of 
Control (LoC), resulting in civilian deaths and significant 
damage to residential infrastructure.

The operation was launched to avenge the April 22 
Pahalgam terror attack, targeting nine terror camps in 
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(PoJK).

An understanding of the cessation of hostilities was 
announced on May 10 following India’s response of 
damaging 11 Pakistani airbases.

CM Abdullah also addressed the broader context of 
the conflict, stating, “I have said from day one, we did 
not start this war. Our innocent people were attacked 
in Pahalgam. If the guns are not fired from that side, 
our guns will also not fire.”

CM also acknowledged the loss and pain suffered by 
locals residing in these border villages and said that 
the pain of people in the affected areas was “deeply 
personal”.

Earlier on Tuesday, JK Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo 
said that the administration has been working to com-
pensate those affected by Pakistani shelling, with more 
bunkers being built in the border areas.

 “Many people have been injured and houses have 
been damaged due to shelling from across the Line of 
Control. The administration is working to compensate 
those affected by Pakistani shelling… We will build 
more bunkers in the border areas,” he said.

Justice Bushan R Gavai...
Justice Gavai is the first Buddhist CJI and only the 

second from the Dalit community, after former CJI KG 
Balakrishnan who held office in 2007, to occupy the 
highest judicial office in the country. Justice Gavai has 
also made it clear that he will not take any post-retire-
ment assignments.

When asked if he will join politics like his father, Jus-
tice Gavai said, “No political ambitions. I have decided 
not to take any post-retirement assignments or post. 
Any other assignment is also below CJI post, Governor 
is also below CJI post.”

Justice Gavai is the son of RS Gavai, a noted politi-
cian, who was the Governor of Bihar and Kerala. He 
belongs to a family deeply engaged in promoting the 
ideals of BR Ambedkar. His father was a prominent 

Ambedkarite and a former Member of Parliament.
Born in a Maharashtra village, Justice Gavai has said 

he still loves to visit his village thrice a year, especially 
on his late father’s birth and death anniversary and 
during the annual fair at his village.

Born on November 24, 1960 at Amravati, he joined 
Bar on March 16, 1985 and started his practice at 
Bombay High Court and before Nagpur Bench of 
Bombay High Court.

He was appointed as the government pleader and 
Public Prosecutor for the Nagpur Bench on January 17, 
2000. He was elevated as Additional Judge of the High 
Court on November 14, 2003 and became a permanent 
Judge of the Bombay High Court in November 2005.

Justice Gavai was elevated as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India on May 24, 2019.

In the last six years, he was a part of around 700 
benches dealing with matters pertaining to a variety 
of subjects, including constitutional and administra-
tive law, civil law, criminal law, commercial disputes, 
arbitration law, electricity law, education matters, envi-
ronmental law, etc.

Justice Gavai will retire on November 23, 2025.

Helicopter service at Mata..
This came a day after flight operations recommenced 

at 32 airports, including Jammu and Srinagar, following 
the suspension of hostilities between the two neigh-
bouring nations.

“The helicopter service at the Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine resumed this morning after remaining suspend-
ed for the past seven days,” an official of the shrine 
board said, adding pilgrim footfall has also started pick-
ing up after witnessing a sharp decline since the begin-
ning of this month.

The battery car service for the pilgrims is also func-
tional, the official said.

Over 30 lakh pilgrims have paid their obeisance at the 
shrine since January this year as against 94.84 lakh 
last year, he said and expressed hope that the rush 
will increase manifold.

“We are happy about the resumption of the helicop-
ter service and the arrangements made by the shrine 
board,” said Shubam Kumar, a pilgrim from Delhi.

22 children among 48 killed..
The strikes killed at least 48 people in total, the Indo-

nesian Hospital in Jabaliya reported. The strikes came 
a day after Hamas released an Israeli American hos-
tage in a deal brokered by the United States, and as 
President Donald Trump was visiting Saudi Arabia.

On Tuesday, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu said there was “no way” Israel would halt its war 
in Gaza, dimming hopes for a ceasefire.

Ramban Court Officer..
According to a police official, “Prabhat Singh (59), a 

resident of Dhanmasta Pogal in Ramban district, was 
on his way to Ramban to attend his duty when his 
scooty was hit by a speeding LPG tanker near Maroog. 
He died on the spot.”

SHO Ramban, Vikram Singh Parihar, confirmed that 
Prabhat Singh was hit by an LPG tanker and died 
instantly. He added that the tanker driver has been 
taken into custody and legal formalities are underway.

The Judicial Employees Welfare Association (JEWA), 
Ramban, expressed deep sorrow over the untimely 
demise of CAO Prabhat Singh.

In a statement, JEWA State Executive Body member 
Manzoor Ahmed Wani said, “The untimely death of 
CAO Prabhat Singh has shocked all of us. We stand 
with the bereaved family in this difficult time.”

Educational institutions.
classes.” Zahoor Ahmad, who teaches at a govern-

ment school, said peace is vital for making progress.
“Students are feeling happy. Everyone understands 

that peace makes way for development and progress. 
We are thankful to God that the situation improved 

and we are back to schools. The exuberance is back 
in schools,” he said.

Ahmad expressed hope that the peace prevails and 
the whole subcontinent moves forward in every sector 
along with the rest of the world.

Toiba Mushtaq, a student from Sopore, said the Indo-
Pak tension had affected them and ceasefire between 
the two countries was welcome.

“We are happy now. We were tensed during the con-
flict because affected our studies. We were worried that 
it would give us only limited time to finish our syllabus. 
So, we are very happy that the ceasefire happened,” 
she said.

Abdul Majeed, a teacher at a school in north Kashmir, 
expressed gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for the ceasefire.

“Both the children and the teachers are elated. We 
were eagerly awaiting the reopening of schools. Con-
flict affects children, so these steps taken by both the 
countries are in a positive direction. We are thankful 
to our Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his team for 
realising the importance of peace. We welcome this 
step,” he said.

Second batch of Haj Pilgrims..
India and Pakistan.
According to an executive member of the Jammu 

and Kashmir Haj Committee, Shujaat Ahmad Qureshi, 
a total of 642 pilgrims are scheduled to depart from 
Srinagar today, and a total of six flights have been 
arranged for that purpose.Jammu dining guideJammu 
and Kashmir tourism

He stated that due to the recent tensions between 
India and Pakistan following the April 22 terror attack in 
Pahalgam and India’s response to it, seven flights were 
cancelled, out of which only one has been rescheduled.

“Today we are happy that the Hajj pilgrimage has 
restarted… But seven flights were cancelled, one of 
which has been rescheduled for May 15… Those who 
were leaving for today also faced problems, as the 
Airbus couldn’t arrive at Srinagar Airport and now they 
have to travel to Delhi and from there they will change 
flights and leave for Mecca… Today there are two flights 
from Delhi and from Srinagar; four flights will be there, 
carrying a total of 642… We faced a lot of problems 
due to the recent tensions but we have time and we 
will reach there on schedule,” Qureshi said.

A pilgrim who was set to leave for Mecca expressed 
his relief at the cessation of the hostilities and stated 
that he prayed for the situation to become normal.

“We just always prayed to allah so that the situation 
becomes normal… Thank God that the ceasefire took 
place and now we are able to travel for Haj,” he said.

Earlier, the first batch of Haj pilgrims from Srinagar 
left on May 4 with at least 3,372 Hujjaj Karam, a title 
bestowed upon the Hajj pilgrims, departing from there 
that morning.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Minority Affairs on Tuesday 
stated that Indian Hajis had left for Umrah from their 
accommodation in Makkah after spending eight days 
in Madinah.

“Indian Hajis going for Umrah from their accommoda-
tion in Makkah after spending 8 days in Madinah. We 
wish them a pilgrimage blessed with peace & spiritual 
fulfilment,” the Ministry of Minority Affairs stated on X 
yesterday.

The Ministry had also launched an “Haj Suvidha App 
2.0” designed to support a safe and well-organised 
Haj experience equipped with smart baggage tracking.

Northern Army Commander
official spokes person said.General Officer Command-

ing-in-Chief (GoC-in-C), Northern Command, Lt Gen 
Sharma apprised Sinha of the latest developments and 
different aspects pertaining to the prevailing security 
situation in the valley, the spokesperson said

He said Lt Gen Sharma was accompanied by Lt Gen 
Prashant Srivastava, GoC 15 Corps.

Samsung announces pre-orders 
for Galaxy S25 Edge in India

Top News Report

KATRA, May 14: Prof. Eswar-
amoorthy Muthusamy, School 
of Mechanical Engineering, 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Univer-
sity (SMVDU), presented his 
research on Thermal Manage-
ment in Modern Electronics at 
the international conference on 
“Recent Trends in Mechanical 
Engineering”.

The conference, organized by 
the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering [NBA Accredited], 
College of Engineering Adoor 
, Govt of Kerala ,  esteemed 
domain experts, researchers, 
and professionals from around 
the world, including National 
Taiwan University; University of 
Warwick, UK; Indian Institute of 
Space Science and Technology, 
Thiruvananthapuram.; Univer-
sity of Technology and Applied 
Sciences, Muscat, Oman; Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, 
Tennessee, USA; Heriot-Watt 
University, Edinburgh; Robert 
Bosch, Germany; Coventry 
University, UK., IIT Madras, IIT 
Mumbai , NIT-T, NIT-K, were 
present among others.Prof. 
Eswaramoorthy Muthusamy’s 
research paper titled “Recent 
Development in Thermal Man-
agement of Modern Electronics 
Devices” explores the review on 
thermal management in elec-
tronic devices, various strate-

gies adopted for thermal man-
agement, and impacts on its 
reliability and life spans.

The study highlights the com-
prehensive review on status, 
state of the art in thermal man-
agement in electronic devices 
and research challenges and 
future scope for further studies.
As electronic devices become 
smaller and more powerful, 
effective thermal manage-
ment has become essential to 
maintain performance, prevent 
overheating, and extend device 
lifespan. Recent advancements 
focus on innovative materials, 
miniaturized cooling technolo-
gies, and intelligent systems. 

Key developments include: 
Advanced Materials- High ther-
mal conductivity substances like 
graphene, carbon nanotubes 
(CNTs), and phase change 
materials (PCMs) are being 
used to improve heat transfer 
and storage. Micro/Nanoscale 
Cooling- Technologies such as 
microchannel heat sinks, nano-
fluids, and thermoelectric cool-
ers enable compact and efficient 
heat removal from localized 
hotspots. Passive and Active 
Cooling Techniques- Improved 
thermal interface materials 
(TIMs), vapor chambers, and 
active liquid cooling systems 
provide better thermal control 

for high-performance devices.
AI-Driven Thermal Manage-

ment- Integration of artificial 
intelligence and smart sensors 
allows dynamic, real-time regu-
lation of temperature based on 
workload and environmental 
conditions.Emerging Trends- 
flexible thermal solutions for 
wearable tech, and integration 
with energy-efficient systems is 
gaining momentum.

These developments aim to 
ensure reliability, efficiency, and 
sustainability in the next genera-
tion of electronic systems.The 
technical presentation brought 
great attention and discussion to 
flexible phase change materials 
and phase change materials to 
minimize the overheating which 
causes failure of modern elec-
tronic devices.

Dr. Eswaramoorthy Muthusa-
my has outreached the SMV-
DU’s reputation in the interdis-
ciplinary research domain of 
electronic devices of thermal 
management and academic 
excellence.

Also, Prof. Eswaramoorthy 
has served as technical chair 
for a session to moderate the 
technical presentations. The 
conference was provided a plat-
form for experts to share their 
research and insights, fostering 
a collaborative environment to 
address the recent trends in 
mechanical engineering .

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: Samsung, India’s 
largest consumer electronics brand, on 
Wednesday opened pre-orders for its 
category-defining Galaxy S25 Edge, the 
slimmest Galaxy S series smartphone.

Crafted with style and strength in mind, 
Galaxy S25 Edge strikes a new balance 
of premium, pro-level performance in 
a resilient titanium body. Galaxy S25 
Edge delivers on the S series legacy, 
integrating an iconic Galaxy AI-enabled 
camera and unleashing a new realm 
of creativity in an effortlessly portable 
device. With a thin 5.8mm chassis, 
Galaxy S25 Edge is a remarkable feat 
of engineering that reimagines nearly 
every element of smartphone design. 
Its refined frame bridges form and 
function at just 163 grams, taking slim 
smartphones to the next level while 
staying true to the Galaxy S series’ uni-
fied design. Alongside its streamlined 
silhouette comes exceptional resilience. 
The optimally curved edges and sturdy 
titanium frame offer enduring protection 
for everyday use. The latest Corning 
Gorilla Glass Ceramic 2, a new glass 
ceramic offering that delivers engi-
neered resilience, is used for the front 
display on Galaxy S25 Edge.

The slim and light design of Galaxy 
S25 Edge makes it easier than ever for 
users to capture memorable moments 
and express their creativity anytime, 
anywhere. The 200MP wide lens 
upholds the Galaxy S series’ iconic 
camera experience while taking Nigh-
tography to a new level. Thanks to its 
ultra-high resolution, users get sharper 
photos while maintaining clearer shots 

with large pixel size —capturing images 
with over 40% improved brightness in 
low-light environments. The 12MP ultra-
wide sensor features autofocus, which 
powers crisp, detailed macro photog-
raphy for even more creative flexibility.

Galaxy S25 Edge benefits from the 
same ProVisual Engine that was opti-
mized for Galaxy S25 with pro-grade 
enhancements, like ensuring sharp 
details for clothes or plants and natu-
ral, true-to-life skin tone in portraits. 
Galaxy AI-powered editing features, 
including fan-favorites like Audio Eraser 
and Drawing Assist are all brought over 
from the Galaxy S25 series.

Integrating Galaxy AI at nearly every 
touchpoint, Galaxy S25 Edge offers our 
most natural and context-aware mobile 
AI experiences. Users get personalized, 
multimodal AI capabilities with peace of 
mind that their personal data is always 
safe. Mirroring the broader Galaxy S25 
series, Galaxy S25 Edge integrates AI 
agents that work seamlessly across 
multiple apps, helping as a true AI com-
panion to get things done more easily. 
Galaxy AI also gets better at integrating 
with daily routines. Now Brief and Now 
Bar include third-party app integrations 
for greater convenience and helpful 
reminders during everyday commut-
ing, dining and more.

Thanks to Galaxy’s deep integration 
with Google, Galaxy S25 Edge brings 
Gemini’s latest advancements to more 
users. For example, with Gemini Live’s 
new camera and screen sharing abili-
ties, users can show Gemini Live what 
they see on their screen or in the world 
around them while simultaneously inter-
acting with it in a live conversation.

SMVDU faculty present research paper 
in International Conference at Kerala
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Govt appoints 122 Junior Assistants to 
address clerical staff shortage in RDD
New recruits to enhance rural governance, ease 
workload in districts: Aijaz Asad
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, May 
14: In a major Human 
Resource boost to the 
rural sector, the Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment on Wednesday 
appointed 122 Junior 
Assistants (UT/Divi-
sional/District Cadre) 
in the Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati 
Raj (RDD&PR) depart-
ment, addressing a criti-
cal shortage of clerical 
staff that had plagued 
the field offices since 
2021. The appoint-
ments, finalized through 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Services Selection 
Board (JKSSB), fol-
lowed the referral made 
by the Rural Develop-
ment Department to 
the recruitment agency.  
The final selection list, 
issued recently, marks 
completion of a pro-
longed process aimed 
at addressing the staff-
ing gap that had per-
sisted since 2021.

The appointments 
included a structured 
distribution across 
various administrative 
levels, with 1 post allo-

cated at the UT level, 2 
posts each for the divi-
sional cadres of Jammu 
and Kashmir, 55 posts 
distributed among dis-
tricts in the Jammu 
division and 62 posts 
assigned to districts in 
the Kashmir division.

The recruitment drive 
is aimed to fill the critical 
clerical and executive 
staff vacancies at dis-
trict-level RDD offices 
and Block Development 
Offices (BDO) through-
out the UT.

Secretary, RDD&PR, 
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, 
emphasized that the 
recruitment is a sig-
nificant boost for the 
department and will 
strengthen the public 
service delivery mecha-
nism. “The recruitment 
of Junior Assistants is a 
long-overdue measure, 
aimed at reinforcing 
rural governance and 
ensuring timely service 
delivery to the public,” 
he asserted.

Aijaz Asad said that 
the newly recruited 
Junior Assistants will 
play a pivotal role in 
expediting the file pro-
cessing in rural offic-

es, improving public 
grievance redressal 
systems, strengthen-
ing implementation of 
welfare schemes and 
providing much needed 
support to the overbur-
dened Block Develop-
ment Offices (BDOs), 
thereby enhancing the 
overall efficiency of rural 
governance in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Among the 122 posts, 
120 have been cleared 
for immediate appoint-
ment, while 2 posts are 
withheld pending further 
recommendations. The 
selected candidates 
are required to submit 
their Personal Verifica-
tion Roll (PVR) within 
21 days to secure their 
appointment.

Last year, the Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment appointed 1,395 
Panchayat Secretaries 
across various districts, 
significantly bolster-
ing the workforce in 
the Rural Development 
and Panchayati Raj 
(RDD&PR) department. 
Prior to that, the gov-
ernment had appoint-
ed 1,889 Panchayat 
Accounts Assistants.

Top News Report

BISHNAH, May 14: Residents 
of the Bishnah constituency are 
set to receive much-needed 
respite from unscheduled power 
cuts as Dr. Rajeev Bhagat, 
MLA Bishnah, today inaugu-
rated a new 50 MVA (Mega Volt 
Ampere) transformer at the Grid 
Station Lalyana.

The project, amounting to 
Rs 5.50 Crores and announce 
one more Transformer worth 
Rs 9.50 Crores for Grid Sta-
tion Lalyana, marks a substan-
tial step towards strengthening 
the power infrastructure in the 
region.

The inauguration ceremony, 
held at the Lalyana Grid Sta-
tion, was met with enthusiasm 
from local residents and offi-
cials alike. The newly commis-
sioned 50 MVA transformer will 
augment the existing 100 MVA 
transformer already operational 
at the grid station. Furthermore, 
Dr. Bhagat announced that 
another 50 MVA transformer 
is slated for installation at the 
same grid station in the near 
future.

Speaking at the inauguration, 
Dr. Rajeev Bhagat emphasized 
his commitment to provid-
ing reliable and uninterrupted 
power supply to all citizens. He 
stated that the persistent issue 

of unscheduled electricity cuts 
in the Bishnah constituency 
has been a matter of concern, 
and the installation of these 
new transformers is a direct 
response to the needs of the 
people. 

“Today marks an important 
day for the people of Bishnah,” 
Dr. Bhagat said. “The inaugura-
tion of this 50 MVA transformer, 
along with the upcoming instal-
lation of another, will significant-
ly enhance the power infrastruc-
ture in our constituency. This will 
undoubtedly bring much-need-
ed relief from the inconvenience 

caused by frequent power inter-
ruptions, especially during peak 
seasons.” He further added that 
the Rs 5.50 Crore investment 
reflects the government’s dedi-
cation to improving basic ame-
nities and ensuring a better 
quality of life for the residents 
of Bishnah. Dr. Bhagat lauded 
the efforts of the Power Devel-
opment Department (PDD) in 
executing the project efficiently.

Executive Engineer of PDD, 
Shri Rajesh Bhagat, who was 
also present at the inauguration, 
provided technical insights into 
the impact of the new infrastruc-

ture. He explained that the addi-
tion of the 50 MVA transformer 
will significantly increase the 
power handling capacity of the 
Lalyana Grid Station, allowing 
it to cater to the growing elec-
tricity demands of the Bishnah 
constituency more effectively.

Prominent members of the 
area also attended the inau-
guration ceremony, expressing 
their gratitude for the initiative. 
They highlighted the difficulties 
faced by the residents due to 
frequent power cuts, impacting 
daily life, businesses, and the 
education of students. The inau-
guration of the new transformer 
was seen as a significant step 
towards addressing these long-
standing issues. This new trans-
former gives us hope that these 
issues will finally be resolved. 
We are thankful to the MLA and 
the PDD for taking this important 
step.” The event concluded with 
Dr. Rajeev Bhagat reiterating 
his commitment to the overall 
development of the Bishnah 
constituency and assuring the 
residents of continued efforts 
towards improving infrastructure 
and basic amenities.

The inauguration of the trans-
former at the Lalyana Grid Sta-
tion marks a significant mile-
stone in this direction, promis-
ing a brighter and more powered 
future for the people of Bishnah.

MLA Dr Rajeev inaugurates 50 KVA Transformer,  
announce one more Transformer at Lalyana Grid Station

Awareness rally by Shoolini University 
spreads message of humanity, compassion

Top News Report

SOLAN, May 14: In a moving initia-
tive aimed at promoting human values, 
Shoolini University, in collaboration with 
the Red Cross Society Solan, organized 
an Awareness Rally under the theme 
“On the Side of Humanity.”

The event saw enthusiastic participa-
tion from students, faculty members, 
and community volunteers, all united 
in a common cause — to stand up for 
empathy, unity, and compassion.

The rally was officially flagged off by 
Deputy Commissioner of Solan, Mr. 
Manmohan Sharma, who appreciated 
the thoughtful initiative. In his address, 
he stressed the relevance of human 
values in today’s fast-paced, often 
divided world. 

He called on the youth and community 
to uphold the spirit of compassion in 
their day-to-day lives.

As the rally moved through Solan’s 
central areas, students and volunteers 
actively engaged with the public. They 
distributed messages advocating for 
peace, equality, and support for mar-
ginalized communities.

The rally was led by Dr. Neeraj Gan-
dotra, Associate Dean Students’ Wel-
fare (DSW), along with his team from 
Shoolini University. It was designed to 
encourage people to embrace kind-

ness, support the underprivileged, and 
promote a culture of humanity in every-
day life.

The rally commenced at Mall Road, 
Solan, where participants gathered with 
banners and handmade placards. They 
began their march from the Old DC 
Office to the Old Bus Stand, spreading 
awareness through meaningful interac-
tion and visual messages. Throughout 
the rally, participants carried powerful 
slogans that echoed through the streets. 
Placards bore heartfelt messages such 
as “No Greater Power Than a Heart 
That Helps,” a reminder that genuine 
support often stems from selfless emo-
tion. Others read “For Humanity, With 
Humanity, Through Humanity” and 
“Together, We Rise by Lifting Others,” 
reinforcing the idea that unity and coop-
eration lead to collective growth.

Participants also highlighted the value 
of small acts with the line “One Act of 
Help, a Hundred Smiles,” and honored 
the collaboration by displaying “Red 
Cross: A Symbol of Hope and Human-
ity.”

The event concluded at the Old Bus 
Stand, where a brief closing ceremony 
was held. Members of the organizing 
committee addressed the crowd, thank-
ing all participants for their dedication 
and encouraging them to continue 
spreading the message of humanity.

Top News Report

RAJOURI, May 14: 
A recruitment train-
ing programme for the 
youth of Kalakote and 
nearby villages culmi-
nated on Wednesday. 
Young aspirants from 
this remote region par-
ticipated in the training. 

The primary aim of the 
programme was to pre-
pare and guide these 
youth for enrolment in 
the Armed Forces.

The training included 
structured physical train-
ing sessions, classes for 
the written examination, 
and basic medical tests. 
Participants were also 

briefed on the Agniveer 
recruitment scheme, 
including the selection 
process and the numer-
ous benefits of joining 
the Armed Forces under 
this initiative.

In addition to the train-
ing, motivational ses-
sions were conducted 

to instill a sense of pride 
and purpose in join-
ing the Indian Army as 
Agniveers. 

The initiative was well-
received by the local 
community.

The parents of the 
participants expressed 

their appreciation for the 
Army’s efforts in orga-
nizing such a meaning-
ful and career-oriented 
programme, which not 
only provides employ-
ment opportunities but 
also encourages the 
youth to contribute to 
national service.

Recruitment training conducted for youth at Kalakote

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, May 14 : 
Addressing the “International 
Centre for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology” (ICGEB) 
Board Meeting of Governors 
here today,  Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for Science 
& Technology, Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Earth 
Sciences, MoS PMO, Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy and 
Department of Space, MoS Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions described India as the 
emerging global destination and 
said, this is the most appropri-
ate venue for such deliberations 
at a time when India has much 
to contribute to the world com-
munity.  

The Meeting is being attended 
by representatives from more 
than 60 countries of the world.

On the occasion, the Minis-
ter dedicated India’s first of its 
kind public funded DST-ICGEB 
‘Bio-foundry’ at the 31st Board 
Meeting of Governors of the 
International Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology 
(ICGEB) in New Delhi.

Founded in 1983, the Inter-
national Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology 
(ICGEB) is a premier intergov-
ernmental organization dedi-
cated to advancing research in 
the life sciences. India is one 
of the founding members of 
ICGEB. The organization oper-
ates through three main cen-
tres: New Delhi (India), which 
focuses on research and bio-
technology applications; Tri-
este (Italy), which serves as the 
headquarters and coordinates 
global operations; and Cape 
Town (South Africa), which func-

tions as a key hub for research, 
development, and international 
collaboration.

ICGEB has 69 member coun-
tries and plays a key role in 
biotechnology-led sustainable 
global development through 
research, training, and technol-
ogy transfer.

Addressing the Board of Gov-
ernors Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
“This milestone aligns with the 
Government of India’s BioE3 
Policy (Biotechnology for Econ-
omy, Environment & Employ-
ment), approved under the 
visionary leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.”

Dr. Jitendra Singh reaffirmed 
that under the Modi Govern-
ment, India’s bioeconomy has 
seen an exponential rise — from 
$10 billion in 2014 to $165.7 
billion in 2024, with a target to 
achieve $300 billion by 2030. He 
emphasized that India is at the 
right time, in the right place, with 
a highly enabling political eco-
system to lead the next global 
biotechnology revolution.

Dr. Jitendra Singh highlighted 
India’s remarkable progress in 
the biotechnology sector. He 
noted that India now ranks 12th 
globally in biotechnology and 
holds the 3rd position in the 
Asia-Pacific region. The country 
has emerged as the largest vac-

cine producer in the world and is 
home to the 3rd largest startup 
ecosystem globally. A testament 
to this growth is the exponential 
rise in biotech startups, which 
have surged from just 50 in 
2014 to over 10,000 in 2024.

Recalling the success of 
Mission COVID Suraksha, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh noted the 
development of the world’s first 
DNA-based vaccine.He proudly 
stated that India gifted these 
vaccines to the world under the 
Vaccine Maitri initiative, show-
casing its commitment to global 
health equity.

Dr. Jitendra Singh mentioned 
the development of India’s 1st 
of its kind Indigenous genera-
tion antibiotic for monother-
apy in bacterial pneumonia 
Nafithromycin, backed in part 
by DBT-BIRAC. He also cited 
the creation of diagnostic kits 
for Dengue and HIV.

Emphasizing the national 
importance of biomanufactur-
ing he lauded the BioE3 Policy, 
approved by the Union Cabinet 
in August 2024, as a game-
changing step to build a resilient 
ecosystem for bio-based prod-
ucts and promote high-perfor-
mance biomanufacturing. He 
stated that India is now poised 
to lead the next wave of indus-
trial revolution with sustainable 

biotech-driven manufacturing 
practices.

Dr. Jitendra Singh expressed 
pride in ICGEB New Delhi’s pio-
neering role in implementing the 
BioE3 Policy, especially through 
the newly dedicated Bio-foundry. 
The facility will serve as a plat-
form for scaling up bio-based 
innovations in collaboration with 
startups and researchers.

He shared that 105 interna-
tional students from 29 countries 
have earned PhDs, along with 
112 postdoctoral researchers, 
reflecting its global academic 
excellence. He also highlighted 
the signing of an MoU between 
DBT and IN-SPACe for advanc-
ing space biotechnology and 
space medicine.

Dr. Singh underscored the 
importance of maintaining a 
strong focus on five key sectors 
to drive the next phase of India’s 
biotechnology growth. These 
include bioenergy, bio-industrial, 
bio-plantation, biomedical, and 
biomanufacturing. He empha-
sized that strategic develop-
ment in these areas will not only 
strengthen India’s bioeconomy 
but also contribute significantly 
to sustainable development and 
global competitiveness.

The Minister  reiterated, “India 
has the most enabling milieu 
today for biotechnology. The 
time is right, the ecosystem 
is ripe, and we have visionary 
leadership steering us toward 
becoming a global bioeconomy 
leader.”

The ICGEB Board was repre-
sented by Dr. Jelena Begovic, 
President of the ICGEB Board 
of Governors, who underscored 
the critical importance of bio-
technology in addressing the 
needs of today’s rapidly chang-
ing world.

Dr Jitendra addresses ‘International Genetic Meet’, 
describes India as emerging global destination

DDC Ramban convenes meeting to discuss 
formulation of District Capex Budget 2025-26
Top News Report

RAMBAN, May 14: To 
deliberate on the for-
mulation of the District 
Capex Budget 2025-26, 
the District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) 
Ramban convened a 
meeting today under the 
chairmanship of Chair-
person DDC Ramban 
Dr. Shamshad Shan, 
at the Conference Hall, 
Ramban.

The meeting was 
attended by Vice-Chair-
person Rabia Beigh, all 
DDC Councillors, Chief 
Executive Officer District 

Development Council 
Roshan Lal, Chief Plan-
ning Officer Dr. Sha-
keeb Ahmed Rather, 
ACD Shrinath Suman, 
ACP Ashfaq Ahmed 
and other concerned 
officers.

At the outset, the 
house observed two 
minutes of silence to 
condole the sad demise 
of the Additional District 
Development Com-
missioner Rajouri Raj 
Kumar Thapa, who lost 
his life in a recent cross-
border shelling incident 
at Rajouri.

During the meeting, the 

Chairperson informed 
that Rs. 60 crore have 
been earmarked under 
the District Capex 
Budget 2025-26 for 
developmental activities 
across the district.

She took a detailed 
review of the progress 
achieved under various 
sectors and emphasized 
that the planning pro-
cess for the upcoming 
financial year must be 
participatory and inclu-
sive. She directed all 
DDC members to formu-
late their development 
plans in accordance 
with the prescribed 

guidelines by conduct-
ing Gram Sabhas in 
their respective areas 
to ensure public partici-
pation and need-based 
planning at the grass-
roots level.

Earlier, the Chief Plan-
ning Officer briefed 
the meeting that 84% 
financial achievement 
was recorded under the 
District Capex Budget 
2024-25 in the district.

The DDC members 
also highlighted various 
pressing issues from 
their constituencies and 
sought special attention 
toward their resolution.
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CANTERBURY, May 14 (Agen-
cies): Chinelle Henry will miss 
the West Indies women’s team’s 
upcoming tour of England due to a 
leg injury, while Rashada Williams 
has been left out of the squad for 
the three T20Is and three ODIs 
later this month.

Jahzara Claxton and Realeanna 
Grimmond have been called up to 
the squad, marking the only chang-
es from the squad that missed out 
on 50-over World Cup qualification 
in April by a whisker.

During the ICC World Cup Quali-
fier in Pakistan, Henry was the 
Caribbean side’s second-highest 
run-getter. During her prolific run, 
she hammered 171 runs from five 
innings at a stellar strike rate of 
150.00.

Henry also ended the T20 Blaze 

competition in the Caribbean as the 
top run-getter. However, accord-
ing to ESPNcricinfo, she was seen 
limping during her Jamaica side’s 
defeat in the final to Guyana, which 
was decided in the Super Over on 
Sunday.

Grimmond, the 20-year-old all-
rounder, who slammed 46 off 53 
for Guyana in the final, finished 
as the fourth-highest run-getter in 
the tournament. Meanwhile, the 
19-year-old Claxton was a part 
of the West Indies’ squad at the 
Women’s Under-19 World Cup 
earlier this year.

West Indies will commence the 
T20I series against England on 
May 21 at The Spitfire Ground, St 
Lawrence. West Indies head coach 
Shane Deitz shared his enthusi-
asm for the upcoming series. He 

has called on the players to use 
this series to “reestablish” the West 
Indies as a “world-class team”.

“Going to England is a fantastic 

opportunity to play one of the best 
teams in the world for a long time 
and to really test our skills and put 
in practice what we’ve talked about 

off the pitch. The talk is cheap off 
the pitch; we’re going to put that 
talk into action and go out against 
England and play some good 
cricket. We’ve got the T20Is first, 
and that’s where we’ve played our 
better cricket in the past 12 to 18 
months, so we’re looking forward 
to getting the tour off to a good 
start and play some good attack-
ing cricket the West Indian way,” 
Shane said in a statement by the 
Cricket West Indies.

“We brought a good team to Eng-
land and we’re looking forward to 
putting on a good performance for 
the for the crowd over there and 
all our supporters watching back 
in the Caribbean. It’s going to be 
an excellent tour for us to rees-
tablish ourselves as a world class 
team with world class players,” he 

added.
Miles Bascombe, CWI Director 

of Cricket, expressed confidence 
in the squad and added, “This 
upcoming tour of England offers 
our women an important opportu-
nity to reassert themselves on the 
international stage. It’s a chance 
to demonstrate the talent, grit, and 
character that are synonymous 
with West Indies cricket.”

West Indies Women’s limited-
overs squad: Hayley Matthews 
(capt), Shemaine Campbelle (vice-
capt), Aaliyah Alleyne, Jahzara 
Claxton, Afy Fletcher, Cherry Ann 
Fraser, Shabika Gajnabi, Jannillea 
Glasgow, Realeanna Grimmond, 
Zaida James, Qiana Joseph, 
Mandy Mangru, Ashmini Munisar, 
Karishma Ramharack, Stafanie 
Taylor.

NEW DELHI, May 14 
(Agencies): The BCCI 
and IPL franchises have 
ramped up pressure on 
foreign cricket boards to 
ensure that their players 
return for the league’s 
resumption on May 17 
despite some lingering 
safety concerns in the 
wake of India-Pakistan 
military hostilities.

The BCCI top brass 
has instructed IPL COO 
Hemang Amin to individ-
ually speak to the likes 
of Cricket Australia (CA) 
and England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) to 
allay the concerns that 
the players may have 
about returning to India.

All the 10 teams are 
involved in a lot of back 
and forth with their 
overseas recruits over 
their arrival plans in 
India a day after the IPL 
announced the revised 
schedule following nec-
essary security clear-
ances from the govern-
ment.

The world’s biggest 
T20 league was sus-
pended on May 9 due 
to an India-Pakistan 
military showdown. A 
day after its suspension, 
a ceasefire between 
the two countries was 
announced, paving the 
way for IPL’s resump-

tion.
“We have been speak-

ing to the foreign boards 
individually while teams 
are directly dealing with 
their players. We expect 
a majority of them to 
return,” a BCCI official 
said.

CA has left it on the 
players to decide on 
their participation and in 
matters like these, the 
players’ association has 
a role to play as well.

Team officials, on the 
other hand, said that 
some of the foreign 
players remain anxious 
to return but majority of 
them should come back 
before the tournament 
resumes.

“The revised sched-
uled was announced 
last night. We have just 
started contacting our 

foreign players over 
their availability. We will 
have a clearer picture 
by tomorrow morning. 
Anyway our game is 
on May 20. We have 
enough time,” said CSK 
CEO Kasi Viswanathan.

CSK’s foreign players 
include Devon Conway, 
Rachin Ravindra, Sam 
Curran, Jamie Over-
ton, Noor Ahmad and 
Matheesha Pathirana.

Jos Buttler, who has 
contributed immensely 
to Gujarat Titans’ cam-
paign at No. 3 this 
season, will now need 
to choose between IPL 
and his England com-
mitments after being 
named in the ODI squad 
for the series against 
West Indies beginning 
at home on May 29.

England players had 

been given NOCs for 
the entirety of the IPL 
but now with the tourna-
ment extended till June 
3 instead of the final 
originally scheduled for 
May 25, those need to 
be reviewed. As per the 
revised IPL schedule, 
the league stage ends 
on May 27.

Also included in the 
England ODI squad are 
Jacob Bethell and Will 
Jacks, who are part 
of RCB and Mumbai 
Indians, respectively. 
Like GT, both RCB and 
Mumbai Indians are in 
the race for the playoffs.

“We’re keen to support 
the IPL and the BCCI in 
getting the schedule 
up and running, and to 
facilitate players’ return 
should they choose 
to go back,” an ECB 
spokesperson said.

At Punjab Kings, 
Australian all-rounder 
Marcus Stoinis and 
compatriot Josh Inglis 
may not return to India, 
though head coach 
Ricky Ponting is trying 
his best to convince 
them.

Fellow Aussies Xavier 
Bartlett and Aaron 
Hardie along with 
Afghanistan’s Azmatul-
lah Omarzai and South 
African Marco Jansen 

are expected to return. 
The team is on course 
to reach its first playoffs 
since 2014.

Ponting has already 
walked the talk by de-
boarding from a home-
bound plane after the 
ceasefire announce-
ment last week. The 
team’s support staff, 
including Brad Haddin 
and James Hopes, 
never left India.

Sunrisers Hyderabad 
also eliminated from 
the competition but the 
franchise is expect-
ing captain Pat Cum-
mins and batter Travis 
Head to return for the 
three remaining league 
games.

Delhi Capitals, who 
remain in contention for 
a top-four spot, contact-
ed their overseas play-
ers on Tuesday morning 
and are waiting to hear 
back from them. Austra-
lian pacer Mitchell Starc 
is among DC’s key play-
ers.

The World Test Cham-
pionship final between 
Australia and South 
Africa is scheduled from 
June 11 in London, leav-
ing very little turnaround 
time for their players 
who decide to take part 
in the IPL playoffs.

Chinelle Henry absent from West Indies women’s squad for upcoming tour of England

IPL: BCCI ramps up pressure on foreign cricket 
boards for player availability

CHANDIGARH, May 
14 (Agencies): As 
Indian cricket bids fare-
well to two of its mod-
ern-day greats, Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma 
from the Test arena, 
former cricketer Yograj 
Singh has shared his 
emotional and critical 
take on their retirement.

While speaking to 
ANI on Wednesday, 
the father of former 
India all-rounder Yuvraj 
Singh reflected on the 
potential void the two 
stalwarts leave behind.

“Virat is a big player, 
so it will obviously be 
a loss,” Yograj said, 
underlining Kohli’s stat-
ure and influence in the 
longest format of the 
game.

He drew parallels to 
India’s transition phase 
in 2011, adding, “When 
many players were 
either removed, retired, 
or coerced into retire-
ment in 2011, the team 
fell apart and has still 
not stood back up.”

Though he acknowl-
edged that “everyone’s 
time comes,” Yograj 
believes both Kohli and 
Rohit still have cricket 
left in them.

“I feel a lot of cricket 

is still left in Virat and 
Rohit,” he asserted.

Reflecting on his son 
Yuvraj Singh’s exit from 
international cricket, 
Yograj remarked, “I told 
Yuvi (Yuvraj Singh) that 
it was not the right move 
when he was retiring. 
One should walk away 
from the field when one 
can no longer walk.”

Yograj didn’t shy away 
from criticizing the cur-
rent trend of over-reli-
ance on youth, warning 
that a lack of experi-
enced leaders could 
destabilize the team.

“If you form a team 
full of youngsters, it will 
always fall apart,” he 
said.

“Maybe Virat feels that 
he has nothing more left 
to achieve,” he added, 
suggesting that inner 
satisfaction might have 

influenced Kohli’s deci-
sion.

Turning his attention 
to Rohit Sharma, Yograj 
was particularly vocal, 
suggesting that with the 
right support, the Indian 
skipper could have 
extended his red-ball 
career.

“I think Rohit Sharma 
needed just one person 
to motivate him daily, for 
example, to go for a run 
at 5 AM,” he said.

“Rohit (Sharma) and 
Virender Sehwag are 
two people who retired 
too early,” he added.

“The greatest players 
should play till 50 years 
of age... I am sad about 
their retirement as no 
one is left to motivate 
the youngsters now,” 
Yograj said, showing his 
disappointment.

“Greats should play till 50”: Yograj 
Singh slams early retirement of 
Rohit, Virat

Kohli, Rohit unlikely for 
2027 ODI World Cup, 
says GavaskarDUBAI, May 14 (Agen-

cies): The International 
League T20 (ILT20) 
season 4 will begin on 
Tuesday, December 2, 
2025- UAE National 
Day (Eid-Al-Etihad) 
with the six-team, 
34-match tournament 
set to conclude with the 
final on Sunday, Janu-
ary 4, 2026, according 
to a release from ILT20.

The biggest T20 
league in the Gulf 
region has moved out of 
its traditional January-
February window as the 
ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup is scheduled to 
be played in February-
March 2026.

Chairman ILT20 and 
Vice-Chairman Emir-
ates Cricket Board 
Khalid Al Zarooni, “We 
are delighted to con-
firm that the DP World 
International League 
T20 Season 4 will 
commence on the UAE 
National Day - Eid-Al-
Etihad - which is one 
of the most important 
days on the UAE cal-
endar,” as quoted from 
a release by ILT20.

“The UAE National Day 
is the day where we cel-
ebrate the United Arab 

Emirates which is home 
to people from around 
the world including mil-
lions of diehard cricket 
fans. It is a real honour 
for us to join the nation 
in the UAE National 
Day 2025 celebrations 
with the launch of the 
region’s biggest T20 
league - the DP World 
ILT20 Season 4, on the 
same day,” he added.

CEO of ILT20 David 
White said, “Following 
extensive discussions 
with all our stakeholders, 
we believe the 2 Decem-
ber 2025 to 4 Janu-
ary 2026 tournament 
window is ideal for the 
DP World International 
League T20 Season 
4. The ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup begins in 
early February hence it 
was important for us to 
start and finish Season 
4 well before the tourna-
ment as it will allow the 
players playing both the 
DP World ILT20 and the 
T20 World Cup to pre-
pare for national duty. 
In addition, we feel that 
the December-January 
window will provide the 
teams’ the best oppor-
tunity to access a bigger 
pool of players.”

“Season 3 was a big 
success with outstand-
ing broadcast and digi-
tal numbers as the fans 
enjoyed a step-up in 
the quality of cricket. 
The teams gave their 
absolute all across 

the hugely competitive 
34-tournament matches 
which concluded with a 
nail-biting final won by 
the Dubai Capitals in the 
last over of the match 
in front of a packed 
Dubai International Sta-

dium. We are now fully 
focused on making an 
even bigger impact as 
we turn our attention to 
Season 4,” he noted.

ILT20’s Season 3 fea-
tured some of the big-
gest T20 stars includ-
ing; Nicholas Pooran, 
Sam Curran (player 
of the tournament - 
red belt winner), Shai 
Hope (most runs in the 
tournament - green 
belt winner), Fazalhaq 
Farooqi (highest wicket-
taker - white belt winner), 
Andre Russell, Sunil 
Narine, Jason Holder, 
Alex Hales, Fakhar 
Zaman, Lockie Fer-
guson, David Warner, 
Rovman Powell, Dasun 
Shanaka, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz, James Vince, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Tom 
Banton, Romario Shep-
herd, Tim Southee, Tim 
Seifert, Matthew Wade, 
Jason Roy, Adil Rashid 
and Adam Zampa.

The Dubai Capitals 
won the glittering trophy, 
edging out the Desert 
Vipers in a thrilling final 
which was played in 
front of a full house at 
the Dubai International 
Stadium on February 9, 
2025.

International League T20 season 4 to commence 
on UAE National Day

NEW DELHI, May 
14 (Agencies): Former 
India captain Sunil 
Gavaskar said he 
does not foresee Rohit 
Sharma and Virat Kohli 
playing the 2027 ODI 
World Cup as is being 
widely anticipated after 
the duo announced 
retirement from Test 
cricket.

Gavaskar, who regards 
them as colossal figures 
in Indian cricket, does 
not believe that their 
recent Test retirement 
and last year’s T20I 
retirement will have a 

bearing in enhancing 
their chances of playing 
the 2027 showpiece.

“No, I don’t think they 
will be playing,” Gavas-
kar said. “...I’m being 
very honest, I don’t think 
they’ll be there. But who 
knows in the next year 
or so, they strike this 
rich vein of form and 
they keep scoring hun-
dreds and hundreds and 
hundreds and even God 
can’t drop them.”

The pair was instru-
mental in India’s Cham-
pions Trophy triumph 
earlier this year. “Well, 

they have been mas-
sive performers in this 
format of the game. Do 
we feel that they will be 
in the team for the 2027 
World Cup? Will they be 
able to make the kind of 
contribution they have 
been making? So that’s 
going to be the thought 
process of the selec-
tion committee. And if 
the selection committee 
feels that they will still be 
making that huge con-
tribution that they have 
been making, then both 
of them will be there for 
that,” said Gavaskar.

The former India cap-
tain wasn’t surprised by 
Kohli’s timing and said 
both players might have 
taken the decision after 
conversations with the 
selectors, and appreci-
ated that they exited on 
their own terms. “...for 
both these wonderful 
cricketers to go out on 
their own terms is what 
everybody wanted and 
that’s what has hap-
pened. They have gone 
out where they have told 
the world that they have 
had enough,” he said.

Jahzara Claxton and Realeanna Grimmond have been called up to the squad, marking the only changes from the squad that missed out 
on 50-over World Cup qualification in April by a whisker
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Operation Sindoor; a wake-up call 
for Pakistan: Rohiin Chandan
Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Rohiin 
Chandan today hailed 
the exemplary leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
the unparalleled brav-
ery of the Indian armed 
forces in their decisive 
response to the tragic 
Pahalgam terror attack 
on April 22, 2025. Rohin 
Chandan, in a powerful 
statement, hailed Oper-
ation Sindoor as a mon-
umental achievement in 
India’s fight against ter-
rorism, describing it as a 
“wake-up call” for Paki-
stan and its sympathetic 
people. He emphasized 
that the operation, exe-
cuted under the strate-
gic, visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, demon-
strated India’s unwaver-
ing resolve to safeguard 
national security and 
deliver a robust coun-
teroffensive against 
threats.

He emphasized that 
the Indian government’s 
strategic approach 
under PM Modi’s lead-
ership was instrumental 
in delivering a robust 
counteroffensive. 

“The Pahalgam attack 
was a barbaric act of 
terrorism that shook the 
nation. However, under 
the dynamic leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, our 
armed forces executed 
Operation Sindoor with 
precision and strength, 

targeting terrorist infra-
structure across the 
border. This was not 
just a military operation; 
it was a statement of 
India’s zero-tolerance 
policy toward terrorism,” 
Chandan stated. He fur-
ther praised the govern-
ment’s meticulous plan-
ning, which ensured that 
the strikes were “target-
ed, non-escalatory, and 
effective,” dismantling 
terror camps in locations 
like Bahawalpur and 
Muridke, as confirmed 
by official sources.

Chandan underscored 
that the Indian military’s 
success in neutraliz-
ing over 100 terrorists 
during the operation, 
launched on May 6-7, 
2025, demonstrated the 
country’s dominance in 
modern warfare. 

“The way our forces 
struck with missiles and 
drones, scattering Paki-
stan’s defenses ‘like 
straws,’ as PM Modi 
aptly described, is a tes-
tament to India’s tech-
nological and strategic 
prowess,” he remarked, 
referencing Modi’s 
address to the nation on 

May 12, 2025. He also 
commended the govern-
ment for its diplomatic 
firmness, noting that 
the ceasefire agreement 
reached on May 10 was 
contingent on Pakistan’s 
assurance to cease all 
terrorist activities, a con-
dition Modi reiterated as 
non-negotiable. Rohin 
expressed pride in the 
unity displayed by the 
nation during the crisis, 
stating, “From Kashmir 
to Kanyakumari, the 
Pahalgam attack united 
us in grief and resolve. 

The government’s 
decisive action has 
restored national morale 
and sent a clear mes-
sage to our adversaries: 
India will retaliate on its 
own terms.”

In conclusion, Chan-
dan called Operation 
Sindoor a “doctrinal 
shift” in India’s counter-
terrorism policy, echo-
ing PM Modi’s words. 
He urged citizens to 
support the govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts 
to ensure peace and 
security while saluting 
the armed forces, intel-
ligence agencies, and 
scientists who made the 
operation a success. 

“This victory belongs to 
every Indian. Under PM 
Modi’s leadership, we 
have shown the world 
that no enemy of Bharat 
will go unpunished, and 
PM Modi will be remem-
bered for years to come 
as a noble soul and the 
tallest leader of India, he 
said.

Red Tapism should not delay release of 
relief to border residents of J&K: BADC
Dr Shazad visits shelling  affected areas of Poonch, 
demands more bunkers for civilians’ safety
Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Border Area Devel-
opment Conference 
(JKBADC), a registered 
organization working 
for the welfare of border 
residents and tribal pop-
ulation of J&K has urged 
the government of India 
to expedite the disburse-
ment of relief funds to 
families affected by the 
recent Indo-Pak conflict 
and heavy cross-border 
shelling.

During his visit to vari-
ous shelling-affected 
areas of district Poonch, 
Dr. Shazad Ahmed 
Malik, Chairman of the 
BADC and former Vice 
Chancellor, expressed 
deep concern over the 
suffering of civilians 
living along the Line 
of Control (LoC). He 
requested the Union 
Home Minister, Chief 
Minister and Lieutenant 

Governor of J&K not 
to allow bureaucratic 
red tape to  delay the 
release of much-needed 
relief and aid for the vic-
tims of the cross border 
shelling and also called 
for immediate action to 
ensure timely support 

for the affected families.
“People living along 

the border are the 
worst sufferers of this 
ongoing tension. They 
need urgent finan-
cial and infrastructural 
assistance, not paper-
work hurdles,” said Dr. 

Shazad, who interacted 
with several affected 
families and local rep-
resentatives during his 
visit.

During his visit and 
meeting with the fami-
lies of the victims, he 
informed media person-
nel that the Government 
of India should dispatch 
a team of experts to 
these border areas to 
identify suitable loca-
tions for the construc-
tion of additional under-
ground individual and 
community bunkers.

He further stated that 
over the past decade, 
the Government of 
India had allocated bil-
lions of rupees to the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
government for this pur-
pose. Unfortunately, he 
alleged that a significant 
portion of these funds 
was misappropriated by 
certain officials in collu-
sion with corrupt local 
politicians.

Deputy Commissioner 
Poonch conducts city tour, 
inspects shelling hit areas

Top News Report

POONCH, May 14: 
Deputy Commissioner 
Vikas Kundal, accom-
panied by a team of 
officers of the district 
administration, conduct-
ed a comprehensive city 
tour on Wednesday to 
inspect areas affected 
by recent cross border 
shelling and to over-
see the administra-
tive response to public 
safety and infrastructure 
restoration.

During the tour, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
visited Mohalla Shan-
kar Nagar, one of the 
affected localities in the 

cross border shelling. 
He interacted with local 
residents and assessed 
the ground situation 
firsthand. Expressing 
concern over the extent 
of damage caused to 
residential properties 
and public infrastruc-
ture, he instructed the 
revenue officials to carry 
out an immediate and 
thorough assessment 
of all losses. He further 
directed them to submit 
a consolidated report at 
the earliest to facilitate 
prompt relief and reha-
bilitation measures.

The Deputy Com-
missioner assured the 
affected families that 

the administration is 
fully committed to ensur-
ing their safety and well 
being, and all neces-
sary resources will be 
mobilized to support 
them during this difficult 
time. He emphasized 
that timely compensa-
tion, repair of damaged 
structures, and reloca-
tion where necessary 
would be taken up on 
priority.

Later, the DC visited 
the Divisional Forest 
Office building, which 
had also sustained 
damage due to shell-
ing. He inspected the 
affected sections and 
directed concerned offi-
cers to begin restoration 
and renovation work 
without delay to restore 
normal functioning of 
the department.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reiterated the 
administration’s resolve 
to remain vigilant and 
responsive. He added 
that coordinated efforts 
are underway across 
departments to ensure 
that genuine needs are 
met, essential services 
remain uninterrupted, 
and affected citizens 
receive timely support.

The visit underscored 
the district admin-
istration’s proactive 
approach in responding 
to difficult situations and 
reflected its on ground 
presence to reassure 
and assist the public in 
times of need.

Blood Donation Camp held at 
Headmasters Wellness Zone to support 
Thalassemia, cancer patients

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 14: A 
special blood dona-
tion camp was suc-
cessfully organized at 
Headmasters Wellness 
Zone by Kumud Goel in 
response to the grow-
ing shortage of blood 
for patients, particularly 
Thalassemia warriors 
and cancer-affected 
children. The camp 
was part of the initia-
tive “Jammu Unites 
to Save Lives” led by 
social reformer Rtn Dr. 
Navneet Kaur.

Kumud Goel stressed 
the irreplaceable value 
of human blood and 
urged greater partici-
pation from both men 
and women, especially 
encouraging women to 
break myths and con-
tribute to this life-saving 
effort.

The event saw enthu-
siastic participation from 
around 30 volunteers, 
with equal representa-
tion of men and women.

Rtn Dr. Navneet Kaur, 
Secretary General of 
the Indian Society for 
Blood Transfusion and 
Immunohematology 
(J&K) and President of 

Young Blood Associa-
tion, described blood 
donation as a reflection 
of our traditions of Seva 
and Sahyog, calling it 
both a national duty and 
humanitarian service.

Dr. Neeti Dutt high-
lighted that voluntary 
donations are vital for 
strengthening Jammu’s 
healthcare infrastruc-
ture and ensuring timely 
treatment for patients in 
emergencies.

The camp drew sup-
port from BJP lead-
ers Yudhvir Sethi and 
Rekha Mahajan. Sethi 
praised the donors’ spirit 
and called for frequent 
camps to maintain ade-
quate blood supplies. 
Mahajan played a key 
role in mobilizing com-
munity support.

Ashu Goel extended 
heartfelt thanks to the 
voluntary donors and 
the Department of Blood 
Transfusion Medicine 
and Immunohematology 
for their dedication and 
assistance in making 
the event a success.

The camp stood as a 
testament to community 
solidarity, compassion, 
and the power of volun-
tary service.

Top News Report

MUMBAI, May 14: Admission 
process for the academic year 
2025-26 of various undergradu-
ate and postgraduate courses 
has begun at Atharva Colleges, 
Mumbai .The courses include; 
Engineering, MBA/PGDM ,Hotel 
Management,Fashion Design, 

Mass Media ,Film & TV/ Mass 
Media and Sports Management.

It is approved by AICTE New 
Delhi, Government of India and 
affiliated to University of Mumbai.

Atharva Colleges is a leading 
educational institution in the sub-
urban city of Mumbai and is locat-
ed at Malad Marve Road, Malad 
West, Mumbai.

It has excellent teachers, the best 
academic environment as well as 
placement facilities with renowned 
companies of the best quality for 
the future of the students, along 
with industry-oriented courses.

To register for the courses offered 
one can get full information at 
www.atharvacoe.ac.in or call at 
022-40294949.

JKEDI commences ESDP under RAMP at Kishtwar
Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 14: 
The Jammu & Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute (JKEDI) 
on Wednesday com-
menced the four-week-
long Entrepreneurship 
and Skill Development 
Programs (ESDPs) 
at Kishtwar under the 
Raising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance 
(RAMP), an initiative 
funded by the Ministry of 
MSME, Government of 
India, and implemented 
by the Industries and 
Commerce Department, 
Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The ESDP is being 
held at Government 

Industrial Training Insti-
tute (ITI), Kishtwar and 
was inaugurated by 
Anoop Sharma, Princi-
pal, Government Indus-
trial Training Institute 
(ITI), Kishtwar.

There are 30 aspiring 
entrepreneurs includ-
ing participating in the 
104-hour-long training 
program spread over 
four weeks. The ESDPs 
is a part of a broader ini-

tiative being implement-
ed across all the districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
with the objective of 
nurturing the entrepre-
neurial spirit among 
the youth and provid-
ing them with tools to 
establish and manage 
sustainable business 
ventures.

The ESDP is designed 
to build foundational 
business skills and 

entrepreneurial capac-
ity.  The inaugural ses-
sion was attended by 
Employment Officer, 
DE&CC Kishtwar, the 
faculty members of 
Government Industrial 
Training Institute (ITI) 
Kishtwar and officers/
officials of JKEDI who 
interacted with the aspir-
ing entrepreneurs and 
provided them real time 
knowledge about the 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation.

The Raising and 
Accelerating MSME 
Performance (RAMP) 
programme is a World 
Bank-supported initia-
tive aimed at improving 
the performance of the 
MSME sector across 

Admission process for 2025-26 begins at Atharva Colleges


