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Finance
Deptt asks
DDCs to
furnish
district plans
before April

30

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): Finance Depart-
ment today conveyed
ceiling of Capex Budget
including District Capex
under Budget Estimate
(BE) 2025-26 through
BEAMS portal in favour
of all departments and
District Development
Commissioners.

All the District Devel-
opment Commission-
ers have been asked to
furnish District Plans in
consultation with DDC
members and MLAs by
or before April 30, 2025.
Further, it has been
clearly mentioned that
the timeline for comple-
tion of new works/activi-
ties taken up for execu-
tion during the financial
year 2025-26, should
be between one to two
years. In rare cases
of mega-projects, the
department may extend
timeline up to three
years.

Salal Dam
gates opened
to manage
heavy water
inflow into
Chenab
River

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): Authorities on
Tuesday opened the
gates of the Salal hydro-
electric power project
dam to ease the heavy
inflow of water into the
Chenab river in the wake
of continuous rains in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Reasi district, officials
said.

Locals have been
asked to remain vigilant
and keep away from the
banks of the river.

“Due to the high inflow
and increasing trend in
the Chenab River, the
gates of the Salal Dam
have been opened as
a precautionary safety
measure,” a senior
National Hydroelec-
tric Power Corporation
(NHPC) official said.

He said the discharge
into the Chenab River is
very high, causing the
water level downstream
of the Salal dam to rise.

“Due to this, it is not
advisable for people,
vehicles, livestock, and
animals to approach the
river. Therefore, the gen-
eral public in the area is
informed to take proper
precautions and avoid
going near the banks of
the Chenab river during
this period,” he said.

The district administra-
tion has issued an alert
in Reasi as water levels
rise in river rise.

An official at the dam
control said the water
level in the river had
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Regd. No. JK-435
- Restoring traffic on Jammu-

12 tourists injured In terror

SRINAGAR, Apr 22
(Agencies): At least 12
tourists were injured in a
terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam in Anantnag district
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday, officials
said.

The attack took place
at Baisaran, a meadow
accessible only by foot
or ponies, where a group
of tourists had gone vis-
iting this morning, they
said.

According to an eye-
witness, unidentified

gunmen opened fire on

e

the tourists from close
range, resulting in inju-
ries to several persons.

“My husband was

Ramban flash flood: Jammu-
Srinagar highway closed for
3rd consecutive day

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): The strategic Jam-
mu-Srinagar national
highway remained
closed for the third con-
secutive day on Tues-
day, and officials said
it would take five more
days to restore the high-
way.

Engineers of the
National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
said the highway is dam-
aged at 22 locations,
and restoration work is
in full swing.

Landslides triggered
by flash floods killed
three people on Sunday
in Ramban district, while
over 100 were rescued.

Nearly 4 to 5 km of the
Jammu-Srinagar Nation-
al Highway was com-
pletely washed away,
and the debris buried
many vehicles under it.

Hundreds of passen-
gers are stranded on the

highway as authorities
stepped in to provide
shelter and food to the
stranded passengers.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, braving
adverse weather,
reached Kali Morh on
the highway on Monday
to personally supervise
the relief operation and
assess the damage.

He said the damage
was huge, but the disas-
ter happened at a local
level and as such, it
cannot be declared as a
‘national disaster’.

CM Abudllah, however,
assured that all possible
relief and assistance
would be provided to the
affected families.

Former Chief Minister
Dr Farooq Abdullah has
requested the Centre to
step in with relief for the
affected families.

Meanwhile, V.K.
mTurnto page 9

Thirteen Candidates
from J&K qualify UPSC
2025, Many already in
Government service

SRINAGAR, Apr 22
(Agencies): Thirteen
candidates from Jammu
and Kashmir have
cleared the Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) Civil Services
Examination 2025, with
several of them already
in government service,
marking a significant
showing for the region
in this year’s results.

Among the top per-
formers is Iram Choud-
hary from Rajouri, who
secured an impressive
All India Rank of 40. Her
rank places her among
the country’s top achiev-
ers in a year where more
than a thousand candi-
dates have been rec-
ommended for appoint-
ment to India’s premier
civil services. She had
previously qualified with
a rank in the 800s, has
once again made it to
the final list, reinforcing
her consistent commit-

ment to public service.

Mohammad Muneeb
Bhat, currently serving in
the Jammu and Kashmir
Police Service, secured
rank 131. His selection
reflects a growing pat-
tern of in-service officers
in Jammu and Kashmir
leveraging the UPSC
route to transition into
all-India services.

Other candidates from
the region who feature
in this year’s list include
Akshay Parihar with
rank 261, Mohammad
Haris Mir with rank 314,
Manil Bejotra with rank
401, and Akash Gupta,
whose rank is report-
ed variously as 431
and 467. The list also
includes Ghulam Haider
at 633, Sadaf Malik at
742, Yassar Ahmad
Bhatti at 768, Nazir
Ahmed Bijran at 847,
Vishal Deep Chandan at
810, Harjot Singh at 948,
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shot in the head while

o187

seven others were also
injured in the attack,”
a woman survivor said
over phone.

Nitishwar
Kumar
among 7
IAS officers
empanelled
as AS, AS
equivalents

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): Nitishwar Kumar,
former Principal Secre-
tary to the Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu
and Kashmir, is among
seven |AS officers who
have been empanelled
for holding posts of Addi-
tional Secretary (AS)
or its equivalent at the
Centre by the Appoint-
ments Committee of the
Cabinet.

Kumar is a 1996 batch
IAS officer of the Uttar
Pradesh cadre.

Other officers empan-
elled include Anju
Sharma (Gujarat,
1991), Aniruddhe Muke-
riee (Madhya Pradesh,
1993), Sunil Kumar
Barnwal (Jharkhand,
1997), Manish Bhardwaj
(Gujarat, 1997), Shan-
tanu (Tripura, 1997), and
Ramesh Kumar Sud-
hanshu (Uttarakhand,
1997).

Body of
18-year-old
with bullet
injury found
in Jammu
Park, Suicide
suspected

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): The body of a
young man with a bullet
injury was found inside a
park near here on Tues-
day, police said.

The 18-year-old was
missing for the last
couple of days, and it
appears that he com-
mitted suicide, they said,
adding that a pistol was
recovered from the park
in the Digiana area of
Gandhi Nagar.

Suryavansh Choud-
hary, a resident of Rani
Talab, had a bullet mark
on the right side of his
head. Preliminary inves-
tigation suggests he
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The woman did not
identify herself but
pleaded for help in evac-
uating the injured to the
hospital.

Authorities pressed
a chopper into service
for the evacuation of
the injured, the officials
said, adding some of the
wounded were brought
down from the meadows
by local people on their
ponies.

A doctor at the Pahal-
gam hospital said 12
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Srinagar highway within 24
hours our priority: CM Omar

RAMBAN, Apr 22
(Agencies): Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday said there was
no shortage of supplies
in the valley despite the
250-km strategic Jam-
mu-Srinagar National
Highway remaining
blocked due to land-
slides and mudslides for
the third day.

The highway was
blocked in multiple
places on Sunday owing
to landslides and mud-
slides triggered by heavy
rains and cloudbursts,

especially between Seri
and Maroog, a nearly
four-kilometre stretch
which has suffered
major damage.

A massive road clear-
ance operation is under-
way and the chief min-

ister said he was told
by officers that they
are trying to open the
highway for single-lane
traffic within the next 24
hours.

“There is no shortage
of supplies in Kashmir...
we have everything for
the next three to four
days,” Abdullah told
reporters after chairing
a meeting with officers at
the office of the deputy
commissioner here.

The chief minister vis-
ited the flood and land-

slide-hit areas
ETurntopage 9

Wanted criminal dies in scuffle with police
while trying to escape custody in Jammu

JAMMU, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): A wanted criminal
died in a scuffle with
cops while trying to
escape from police cus-
tody along with an aide
near here, an official
said on Tuesday.

Four cops escorting
wanted criminal Mush-
taq Ali alias Raj Ali alias
Bacchu Don from Punjab
to Jammu were also got
injured in the incident, a
police spokesman said.

|

cnly r

Sharing details of
the incident, he said a
police party from Jammu
rounded up Ali and his
associate, both wanted
in a number of criminal
cases in Jammu, Kathua
and Samba, from the
Baba Batala area of
Amritsar with the help
of Punjab Police on
Monday.

While returning to
Jammu, the accused
insisted on halting the

vnere Aungel

vehicle to attend a call
of nature but when they
were brought down from
the van, they “suddenly
attacked the police per-
sonnel, tried to snatch
their weapons and
escape from their cus-
tody”, the spokesman
said.

“In a bid to escape, Ali
fell on the road and got
grievously injured. Four
police personnel also
sustained minor injuries
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trying to prevent their
escape,” the spokes-
man said, adding that
Ali was rushed to the
GMC Hospital in Jammu
where doctors declared
him dead.

Police have requested
Jammu district mag-
istrate to form a board
of doctors to conduct
the autopsy of the
deceased, the spokes-

man said.
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, April 22, 2025

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/RASAM PAGRI

With profound gref and sorrow, wa regrat Lo

inform the sad demise of our bedoved molhe

Smt. Chander Harmta Makhnotra Wio Lale Sh.

Uitem Chand Rio H.No. 12, Sector 2, Modal Town

Gangyal who expired on 128 April 2025,
TENTH DAY riuals shall be performed on

Monday, Hsi April a1 10 a.m. and KRIYA shall bel

parformed on 22nd Aprll (Tussday), bath & ow rask-

dance.
LUTHALA shall be performed atl Gursdwara Hall

Model Town on 230d Apal, 2025 (5 p.m, Lo & pom.],

Grief Stricken

2h. Karam Chand Makhnoira - Brother<indaw

Sh. Roop Chand Makhnotra - Brother-in-law

Birather -in-law

S, Babili & Sh. Janak Raj Makhnobra

Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sl Madhu 8 Sh Subash Makhnotra

Smil. Reena & Sh, Vinay Vikes Makhnolra

Smil. Sumen & Sh. Harnder Pedhe - Daugher & Son-indoaw

Miss Bandana Makhnotra - Daughter

Grand Children:

Anamika, Parul, Daresh, Paras, Pursharth

Ph: TODETZ1TTE, B419140906

CHOWARSI/FOURTH
DEATH ANNIVERSARY

“four love & mamonas
continue 1o guide us every day.
In Loving Memory of
Late Mrs. Radha Rani Nathyal
Wio Mr. Shamsher Singh Mathysl, the Chowarsi
wil be observed & her nalve vilage Naryana-
Tehsil Khour-Jammu on YWednesday, 23rd April

Smt. Chander Kanta
Makhnotra

{heir Lhaughts & oin prayer,
Fondly Remembered £ Missed by:-
MATHYAL FAMILY
Waryana-Khour-Jammuw/Sainik  Colony-Jamimw!
Wandpur-Sarmbg

BAGAL FAMILY

Raya-Samba [PeetEmpura-Neaw Dalhil

Bandhu Rakh-Jammu

MES. RADHA MATHYAL MEMORIAL FOUMDATION

West Paled Magar-New DelhiBarakhamba Road-Mew Dehi/Trikta Nagar-Jammu
Phona sign:- +81 94192 12355/+91 94192 B214897 17994574/ +31 94191 01008
Maote: Out staton persong taking jourmay from Akhnoor 1o Manans are requested (o
Lk upper road Bading through Sohal & Kaleeth towns

UTHALA

With profound grief and somow we

ragret to inform the sad demise of our

haloved Mother Smit. Sudesh Gupta, |,

fe of Late Sh. Chanan Lal Gupla, an|#

1st April 2025.

THALA will be performed on 23rd

pr, Wednesday, at Mahajan Sabha,

halamar Road, Jammu from 2:00

m b 300 pm.

RIEF STRICKEM:

I Naina Gupta & Chander Shekhar (Retd Xen)
Mandira Gupia & Col Flavi Bhushan Gupta

i Rama Gupla & Anal Gupta (Rebd [AS)

t Nidhi Gupta & Vinod Gupia

nt Romy Gupta & Sanjay Gupta

[President Raghunath Bazar Bisinessmen Association),

LATE MRS. RADHA
RANI NATHYAL

SMT. SUDESH GUPTA

D GRAND CHILDREN

S FASHION WAYS, RAGHUNATH BAZAR JANMMU.
- 9419113508, 9415168550

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW
WE INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR
BELOVED SH. OMKAR NATH KOUL 51O
LATE SH. AMAR CHAND KOUL
ORIGINALLY A RESIDENT OF BATAGUND
KRENDI-GAM, ANANTNAG PRESENTLY
RESIDING AT HNO. 07, SEC. 01, DURGA
NAGAR (ENCLAVE) JAMMU ON 18-04-
2025

TENTH DAY KRIYA SHALL TAKE PLACE
AT MUTHI GHAT ON 25TH APRIL, 2025 AT

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound griel and sorow, we inform (he
sad demise of Sh. Brij Nath Labroo, Sio Lak
Sh. Darshan Pandil, efstwhile resident of
Ranipora, Anantnag, and presently residing at
House Mo. 18, Durga Vinar, Mear Toll Post
Nagrota, He passed away on 17/04/2025.
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on
26.04.2025, Saturday (D8:30 AM) at Muthl Ghat|
Near Direclorate of School Education, Jammu.
GRIEF-STRICKEN:

Smi. Kamla Ji {Wife)

Pyary Lal Ltmo [Son)

Shuben Ji Labron and Senila Lsteoo (San and Daughber-in-law)
sk Kumar Bal and Sunands Bhal {Sen-indaw and Daughied
stk Ji R ard Sori Faing (Sonein-law and Daughier)
Grandchildren: Sachel, Stivam, Rohil Amit Risk, Rakshil
Bamast Laia, Ganjoo, Raina, Bhat Parivar. - Mobils No:TOD6260510, 6006255302, B4 1983364y

SH. BRI HATH LAB ROO

ABOUT 8-30 AM
GRIEF STRICKEM:

SMT. RATNI KOUL (WIFE)
DAUGHTERSN-LAW AND SONS
SMT. SUNITA & SH. RAMESH KUMAR KOUL
SMT. JULLEY & SH. VLAY KOUL
GRANDCHILDREN

RISHU & RAHUL KOLL

RICHU, PARTH, HARDIK

MOB: 0469213893, 9797850569

10TH DAY AND KRIYA

“You may have gone Irom our sight but never
from our hearis"

With profound griel and sormow, wa nagret 1o inform
the sad demise of our bedoved Sh. Dev Raj Shammal
[Rid. Distt. & Sessions Judge), Sio LL Pt Ram
Chand, Rio H. No. 4, Sec-3/Ext Trikuta Negar, who
expited on 13%h April 2025,
10th Day will be performed at Banke Bihari Gokha
Mandir, Sec-d, Manak Magar, Jammu on Tuesday,
22nd April, 2025 al 10:00 AM.
Kriya wil be perlormed on Wednesday, 23rd April,
2026 from 800 AM onwards at our residence (H. No.
4, Sec-BExl. Trikula Nagar).
GRIEF STRICKEM
Smit. Kailash 3harma (Wite)
Smi. Shruli Sharmma & Er. Siddharth Shamma (Daughter & Son-n-law)
Smi, Viay Sharma W/o Lt Sh. Yog Raj Sharma (Bhabhi - Bhaiya)
Smi. Lt. Sunta Sharma & 5h Lekh Raj Sharma (Bhabhi - Bhaiya)
smit. Suman Shamma & Sh. Shub Kumar Sharma (Bhabhi - Bhaiya)
Smi. Mirma Sharma & Sh. Kalash Sharma (Sister & Brother4in-law)
And Smast Parivar
Mob:- 19173738, 90E6014600, 0622322208

TENTH DAY KRIYA 15--13-:5““ -

the sad and unlimely demise of ourfes
beloved Smt. Renu Ganjoo wio Sh e

5H. OMKAR NATH KOUL

Sh. Dev Raj Sharma
(Rtd. Dis. B Sessions Judpe)

H.Mo. 31 Gobind Magar (Bank Colony)§® .
Gode Gupal Road, Talab Tilla Jammu,
180002 whao breathed her last on 18-03-|™
2025 at a very young age.
10th Day Kriya will be held on 26-04-202 5
Monday at Muthi Ghat (Mear Dirgcltorate of 98
School Educabion Jammu) at B:00 am. s
Grief Stricken:
ami. Tosha Ganjoo- Mother in Law
Sh. Rajesh Ganpo- Husband
Miss Simean Ganjoo- Daug hiter
Miss Shagun Ganpoo- Daughiber
Smt. Simmi Ganjoo and Sh Sunil Ganjoo - Sistar in Law and Brother in Law
Smi. Fency Pandita and Sh. Anil Pandita - Sister in Law and Brother in Law
Piyush, Danya, Arn, Kristy- Nephews and Nieces

9501544786, 9306601202, 9622045693

Emt. Ranu Ganjm

Witn profound grel and sorow, wa regrel io[SSEE
iform e sad demise of our baloved Mr FLK Lt
Sharma (Retd Dy Director, Youth Sarvices and 3
Sports Department] S'o Lale Shri Kedesr Nath
Shamma, who lefl Tor haavenly abode on 14th
Apri, 2025,

Tenth Day Ritisails shall be peformed on
Tussday, tha 22nd Aprl &t 11:00 AM and KREIYA
shall be parformed on 23rd Agnl (Wednesday),
both al H.No, 26-J, Lane 6 Tawd Whar Colony,
Sidhvia. UTHALA shal ba parformed al Shiv
Mandir, Sectoer 3, Trikuta Mager on ZEih Apnl
2025 (500 PM Lo E00 PM)

GRIEF STRICKEM:

M=Vl Heama) Shama (Wi

= Shealal ond ir MERRda Storma @ieder aad Brothor-in-Law)
M= 5hatini aed M YViks Shama |Deughior and S on-in-Laa |

Mrs Stran and Wy Dhea) Showdhary (Daeghtor and Son-ie-Law
Mo Rl and M Hama Jogy: [Wephew and Daughierin-Las |
Broghwm-n-Law and Bhabis

Mz Parvaon Kusad Wio Lata Shn Jagdsh Jaggi

M Budoan and Mrs Suganidh a Mankoia

M Fgnesh and Mes Jyod ianeoka

Sistersinlaw and Co-finothars

Pz Snohiain mad Wr. Namsh Bebl

Mre Suman and M Farsndar Makhaim

Shri K. K. Sharma

Gr o hillden: “astbhaw, Sheampa. Shivey) aed Diwk
Mobile: S0 5, F484T TS

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND SORROW AND HEARTFELT REVER:
EMNCE, WE INFORM wOU OF THE PASSING OF OUR
BELOVED COLOMEL KEWAL KRISHAN DOGRA (RETD.)
AID 423, SHASTRI NAGAR JAMML-1B0004 WHO HAS
GRACEFULLY EMBARKED UPCN HIS ETERMAL MR-
HEY TOVWARDS PEACE AND LIBERATHOM OM 13TH
APRIL, 2025

ASINE COME TOGETHER TO HOMOR A LIFE MARKED BY
DIGHMITY, SERVICE AMD OUIET STRENGTH, WE
RECIUEST YOU TO JOIN US 1N PRAYER AND REMEM-
BFRANCE

TEMTH DAY CEREMONY: TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2025 AT|
11:00 A AT 423 , BHASTRI MAGARL J AN, - —-
KRIYA CEREMONY: WEDMESDAY, APRIL 23, 2025 AT ﬁﬂLﬂEL KEWAL FRISHAN
12:00 MOON AT 423 SHASTRI NAGAR, SMBILI DOGRA (RETD.)
EHANTI PATH : WEDNESOAY APRIL 33, 2025 FROM £330 . 530 P AT SHIV TEMPLE,
CURMDH | MAGAR NEAR 8-TYPE GOV, OUARTERS), JAMMLL

I REMEMBRANMTE

BRAT, WRDULE DOGRA [WERE)

DALHGHT ERS & SON S-84-LAW:

DR SN DOOAA TYAGE & BRG (DR JARVIMD KUMAR TYAGH (RETDL)

DR SHRLUT DOGERA MAUTRAL £ ODL . ARITLURUAY A MALIT VAL JRETLL)

BROTHERS & S25TERS-AN-LAW:

LATE ADM. FAM HRISHAN DOORA L LATE ST, LEXHA DONTRA,
D, SO SHARLA, (WD LATE DR, BAL KRLEHARN SHAY FMA )
S T BALPARNA (WO LATE SH. KRISHAN DUTT DOGRA)
BRDTHER S-P-LAW L SIETERS-N-LAW:

ERARLIM SRR E B0 T Pkl iy SHARLS

ER_wisiOel SHARMA & ST IO SBAshiA,

ST, BELA SANT & ER_RANY BANT

CFLA MR DRE N
R HLAA TYRG DR EDHERTE TYAGE
ALW. OB BRLT AL SAND
WSS SRR MU TREAL
T DR, (P L
COMT ALT : - 54 TIPTS50, S FIR3SE5E

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of ourf
beloved Smt. Giano Devi Wio Late
Capl. Gian Chand who left for heav-
enly abode on 14 April 2025.
Tenth day will held on 23 April
2025. (Wednesday) at 11.00 am at
our residence vill. Chak Hasal teh-
Bishnah

Grief Stricken

All Panhotra & Bhagat Family
9070671430, 8493854420

FIFTH DAY

With profound gref and sormow | we inform

the sad demise of our balovad sister Smt.
Veena Nanda (Retd. Head Mistress) W/o P
Late Sh. Satish Nanda (Vetenary Surgeon}]
who left for heavenly abode on 19th ofg
April 2025,

Fifth Day will be performed on Agril 23rd
2025 (Wednesday) 11.00am =t Panchf

Mandir Channi Himmat . Jammu Sector-2,
Smt Veena Manda
{Reted. Hamd Mistrass)

Smt. Giano Devi

Pond. Ow. Subaah Gupta {Reitd Colepe Principad) & Kanchan Gupda
Bistors:

Smi. Pushpa Gapta Wa Lade 5h Trikok Gupla.
Smi. Mahami Gupta Weo Lala Sh Ashok Gupia.
Hephews

Gouraw Gupla & Shinvarmil

Purael Gupla & Vania

Fung Bshalan & Shewand Fana

Sukesh Gupl & Sardhya

Nowsh Gupl & Anja

anmh Gupls

Gourday Gupla & Subha Sheas

Soway Gupla & Hibha

Miecens:

Anika Wio Rapsh Gupta

Shral Gupta Wis Ov. Satyanker Gupta

S rahl Sopi YV el i pl,

Dvwewya Guats Wio Samng STama

Mobile number: G4TR14174T, B4 15220420,
BT TORS1E, BARSSS2580

SORROW WE REGRET TO
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OFf .-
OUR BELOVED SHREE AVTAR
KRISHAN BHAT 5/0 LATE SHREEE
BALBADHAR BHAT. ORIGINALLY|
FROM DARBAGH HARWAN
SRINAGAR KASHMIR. PRESENTLY
AT HOUSE NO 20 LANE NO 5] & S
ANAND NAGAR BOHRI JAMMU SHREE AVTAR
TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PER- KRISHAN BHAT
FORMED ON 23/04/25 (WEDNESDAY) AT

MUTHI GHAT (NEAR DIRECTOR SCHOOL EDUCATION) AT 9.00AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN

SAMAST BHAT PARIVAR OF DARBAGH HARWAN AND
KAUL'S (HABBA KADAL)

9623447291, 9419182002, B715830093, 9149543147

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Vith profound grief and sorrow, we regret to

hiorm the sad demise. of our beloved Smt
akshmi Devi (Retd Asst Matron GMC
ammu ) W/o Sh. Prakash Singh Sambyal on
1-04-2025.

ENTH DAY will be hald on 20-04-2025 and |
3TH DAY on 23-04-2025 al our residence H. No 9: JE \-,*

b, Lang N 1VExin A Greater Kailash Jammu.
ERIEF STRICKEN

frakash Sngh Sambyal -Husband it
uginder Sangh & Bearu Devi- Son & Daughter in Law =
pra Sngh & Sikander Chib - Daughter & Son in Law

bnam Sambyal -Daughter

akshit S ingh Sambyal Grand Child

akefvi Rajoit - Grand Child

rt.'BILE NO: 5419280688, B418121T82

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, wa inform
the sad demise of our beloved Mrs Ratna
Kaul (Bentathi) who left for heavenly
abode on April 17, 2025, b
TENTH DAY will be held on April 26th [~
2025 (Saturday) at 11:00 am at
Gangnaher, Muradnagar Ghaziabad.

Smt Lakshmi Devi
(Retd Agst Matron GNIC Jammu |

Residential Address: Q-503, VVIP

Addresses, Rajnagar Extension.

GRIEF STRICKEN:- Mrs Ratna Kaul
(GHAZIABAD)

Brother (Rajkumar Bangroo) Parivar
and Kaul Parivar
+81-7889313461, 9622369135

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and pain we inform
untimely demise of our beloved Vimal
Kaul S/o Shri Maharaj Krishan Kaul. At
presant Flat Mo 43 SF Saraswali Vihar
Kapurthala Road, Jalandhar (Punjab)
Originally resident of Vilage Soper Distt
Kulgam Kashmir in a tragic road accident
on 14 th April 2025,

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be parformed at
Bias River on 23 rd Aprl 2025 and|,
Assembly will be held al our residence
12 Oclock,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Dimple Kaul (Wife)

Mayra (Daughter)

M. K. Kaul & Shama Kaul (Father & Mother)

Vishal Kaul & Simmi Kaul (Brother & Bhabi)

Vinod Kaul & Usha Kaul (Uncle & Aunty)

MOBILE ND : M. K KAUL 8427754380, VINOD KAUL B825041826

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grial and sorrow, we regret Lo inform
o that our belovesd Dr. Abhil Chandel lefl for hesven
Iy abode on 12-04-2025

W pray o the Almeghty for his sou to atiain elemal
peace. His presence in our lves was 8 blessing, and
nis memary will forever Bve in our hearts. We invite all
Tamiy meembers, rends, and welkwishers (o joinus in
honoring his sou and praying for his elemal peaca.
The Tenth Day shall be performed on Monday 245t
April 2025 and Mriya will be parformed on Thursday
240 April 2025 o our residence, Ward Mo, 2 Bilawar
from 10:00 AM onwards.

GRIEF-STRICKEMN:-

Sh. Harigh Chendal (Father)

Smb Anila Chardel (Mother)

Aakshi Chandel (Sister)

Sh. Harbans Lal Chandel (Uncle)

Sh. Mohinder Humar Chandel (Unche)

Dr. Penke Chandel (Brother)

Contact Me: 9149690829, 9596549913

10TH DAY KRIYA

‘With profound gred and somow, We regred 1o indomn the)
sadden and sad demise of our beloved Smit Shashi
Humari, Wio Predman Hiishen Pandd, erstwhile resident
of Vessu, Districh Ananinag &l present H No-65, Secios
06, EWS Coony, Lower Roop Nagar, Near Poinfersis
Computer Instiuta. [r——
Tanth Day Kriva: wil be perfomed on 2404 2025080
(Thursday] al Muthi Ghat, Near Direciomte of SchoolS
Education Jammau. Assambly time wil be 8.30 AWM
GRIEF STRICKEN:

{Mother In law)

Smi. Usha Rani Wio Laie. Soom Math Pandit.
Smi. Rani Pandta Wio Late. Mot Lal Pandta,
Pradman Krishen {Husband)

Ram Keshen. (Brother in Law)

{Brother in Law & Bhabl)

VIMAL KAUL

LATE OR. ABHIT
CHANDEL

St Shashi Kumari

Rakesh Pandita & Anal Pandia Remembered By
Priya Pancila, (Daighber| . o
Sanchil . (Son) Pandit, Bhat, Koul, Raina Parivars.

Mob - 3418221085, 8419101319,

Pl Pk (R 082201713,

Smit. Me=ana Bhal W/o Late Mohan Lal Bhat (Bua)
Smi. Khemashor & BhoA K Koul (Bua & Fuffa)
Smit, ¥ishni Bhat & Sh. Sohan Lol Bhat {Sister & Brother in law)

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-

fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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POJK Displaced Persons demand inclusion
in ST II category, urge immediate action

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22:
Under a bright spring
sky in Jammu district,
the Youth Committee of
the 1947 Poonch Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir
(POJK) Displaced Per-
sons—ethnically Pahari
and long exiled from
their ancestral Poonch
homes—held a spirited
press conference today
to highlight an urgent
identity crisis.

Senior members of
the community, Sar-
panches, Panches,
retired professionals,
and social activists
gathered to press the
central government to
extend Scheduled Tribe
Il (ST 1) recognition to
their people, who have
waited over 75 years
for full rehabilitation and
equal rights.

Addressing a packed
hall, the Committee’s
spokesperson painted a
vivid picture of displace-
ment and perseverance.
“Our forebears were
uprooted at Partition,
and though we have
built new lives here, our
Pahari identity remains
unrecognized,” they
said. “Granting us ST-II
status would not only

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: A
very unfortunate inci-
dent occurred recently
in the Ramban dis-
trict due to a severe
natural calamity. Many
people have lost their
homes, livestock, and
essential belongings.
Today, they are strug-
gling to survive, without
proper shelter, food, or
even clothes to wear.
In this time of crisis,
their neighbors have
stepped forward to help
them, showing the spirit
of humanity and unity.
However, a major ques-
tion arises — where is
the administration?
Are they fulfilling their
responsibilities sin-
cerely?

This was stated by
Rajni Sethi, Spokesper-
son, J&K BJP, who was
also accompanied by
Dr. Pardeep Mahotra,
Media Incharge, J&K
BJP and Adv. Jas-
meet Kour Pandey,
former Councillor, while
addressing a press
conference at party
headquarters, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu.

It is disheartening
to see that just a few
days ago, the flight
of Hon’ble CM Omar
Abdullah was diverted
to Jaipur due to bad
weather. He expressed
frustration over the situ-
ation, even using inap-
propriate language
against the adminis-
tration and posting his
discontent on social
media platform X. With
due respect, | would
like to ask Omar Abdul-
lah Ji: While you have
the means to express
your grievances pub-
licly, what about the
common people strand-
ed on highways without
food, water, or shelter?
Who will raise their
voices? Who will listen
to their pain?

At a time when the
affected people need
strong leadership and
compassion, political
leaders are still debat-
ing whether to declare
this a “National Calam-
ity” or a “Major Disas-
ter.” Why must the
public suffer amid such
bureaucratic delays

acknowledge our suf-
fering but unlock access
to education, economic
opportunity, and gov-
ernmental protection
that have eluded us for
decades.”

Throughout the con-
ference, speakers laid
out detailed documen-
tation of the POJK DPs’
demographic and cul-
tural profiles, drawing
parallels to other Pahadi
communities already
granted ST status. They
argued these shared
markers—language,
customs, and historic
marginalization—pro-
vide solid constitutional
grounds for their inclu-
sion, just as they have
for peer groups in Him-
achal Pradesh and Utta-

and political differenc-
es?

We deeply appreci-
ate the efforts of the
Leader of Opposition,
Shri Sunil Sharma Ji,
who visited the affect-
ed areas, met with the
people, and assured
them of complete assis-
tance under national
and state calamity relief
procedures. His prompt
response is commend-
able and brings some
hope to the suffering
people. We must also
recognize the invalu-
able efforts of NGOs,

rakhand.

In a united appeal,
representatives called
on Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah to
expedite the process.
“We appeal directly to
the highest offices in
the land,” said a former
Panch, voice resolute.

“Our community
deserves the same legal
safeguards and devel-
opment schemes that
ST designation affords
elsewhere.”

Looking ahead, the
POJK youth commit-
tee announced plans to
intensify their peaceful
campaign: sit in demon-
strations at key govern-
ment offices, targeted

RSS volunteers, and the
Indian Army, who have
stepped in selflessly to
provide food, medical
help, and other essen-
tial facilities to those in
need. Their service to
the people deserves
heartfelt thanks.

Amid this crisis, anoth-
er heartbreaking inci-
dent was discovered —
several containers used
for cow smuggling were
found during the calam-
ity, with animals inside
dead under horrific
conditions. These con-
tainers had reportedly

social media outreach,
and meetings with law-
makers across party
lines. They vowed to
keep the momentum
until their demands—
restoration of iden-
tity and equitable treat-
ment—are met.

Every person present
traced their residence
to one of the estab-
lished DP settlements
in Jammu: Badyal Brah-
mana, Bhour Camp,
Simbal Camp, Brij
Nagar, Railway Patri,
Rohi Morh, Jassore,
Purana Pind, Mokhe,
and beyond. United by
history and hope, they
stood together as living
proof of a community
still seeking its rightful
place in the Republic.

Rajni Sethi for action and accountability in Ramban calamity
© -

entered from Lakhan-
pur and crossed several
checkpoints. This raises
serious concerns — how
did they pass through so
many Nakas unnoticed?
Who is responsible for
this inhumane act?

| request the Direc-
tor General of Police
to take this matter seri-
ously. Strict action must
be taken against those
involved in such crimes,
which not only violate
animal rights but also
reveal loopholes in law
enforcement.

Lastly, | would like
to express my grati-
tude to the media and
social media platforms
for bravely bringing
the truth to light. Their
fearless reporting has
helped raise awareness
and hold authorities
accountable.

Let us all work togeth-
er — beyond politics
— to ensure justice,
relief, and rehabilitation
for those suffering in
Ramban.

Slathia, Gharu Ram holds public
Darbar at BJP headquarters

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: BJP
vice-president and MLA
Surjit Singh Slathia,
and MLA Prof Gharu
Ram Bhagat listened
to the public grievances
in a public darbar held
at party Headquarters,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

Dozens of deputa-
tions visited the public
darbar and presented
their respective issues
before the senior party
leaders.

Public Darbar wit-
nessed participation
from dozens of deputa-
tions who brought forth
arange of issues includ-
ing revenue matters,
Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE), Power Devel-
opment Department
(PDD), road infrastruc-
ture, and maintenance
of lanes and drains.

Senior BJP leaders
immediately took up the
presented issues with
the concerned depart-
ment officials and
pressed for their time-

bound disposal.

While listening to the
public issues, Surjit
Singh Slathia, while lis-
tening to the grievances,
affirmed that they are
serving as dedicated
public representatives
of a responsible and
accountable political
party. He added that the
BJP’s MPs, MLAs and
other leaders have dedi-
cated themselves com-
pletely in the service of
nation and society.

“In recognition of the
BJP’s steadfast com-
mitment to addressing
public grievances, citi-
zens approach our party
offices with confidence
and trust. This unwav-

ering belief in our ability
to resolve their concerns
underscores our duty to
act diligently and effec-
tively,” he added.

Prof. Gharu Ram
Bhagat reaffirmed the
BJP’s commitment to
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,’
emphasizing inclusive
development across
all sections of society,
regardless of caste,
religion, or region. He
highlighted that party
leaders are actively
engaged in addressing
public concerns by rais-
ing them on appropriate
platforms and striving
for effective solutions.

LOCAL/ADVT

BLSKS celebrates World Earth Day with lyrical Nukkad Natak

(former Deputy Director, J&K Health Department),
and media veteran Mr. Mukesh Singh. Their words,

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: On a hopeful spring evening at
Durga Bhawan, Janipur, the Bhartiya Lok Sangeet Kala
Sansthan (BLSKS) unfurled a stirring tableau of tradi-

tion and environmental conscience. Marking the 55th

World Earth Day under this year’s clarion call—*Our
Power, Our Planet”—the 390th Tuesday Series Dogri
Musical Play, Shakti Sari Dharti Sarhi, wove poetic
drama and folk music into a Nukkad Natak that both

entertained and awakened the soul.

The program opened with the ceremonial lighting of
the lamp by V.K. Magotra, former Regional Director of
the Directorate of Field Publicity (Ministry of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting), accompanied by Dr. Anju Dogra
(Health Department, J&K), Dr. Tara Singh Charak

blending praise for the pristine Himalayan air and cau-
tion against pollution’s silent creep, set the stage for
an evening of cultural rejuvenation.

Under Dr. M.L. Dogra’s visionary direction, young
actors and musicians brought to life powerful slogans—
“Pead Bacho, Desh Bachao,” “Jal Hi Jeevan, Jeevan
Hi Jal Hai,” and “Hariyali Laye, Prithvi Bachaen™—each

line a brushstroke in an ecological fresco. Between

0191
Government of Jammu and Kashmir

spirited dances and soulful renditions of “Hara Bhara
Ho Sansaar Humara” and “Reuse Your Today So You
Don’t Have to Reduce Your Tomorrow,” the audience
felt the pulse of Duggar culture and the heartbeat of a
planet in need of care.

Directorate of Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs Department Jammu
Near Nehru Market Ware House Jammu

ok kR koE

FLIBLIC MOTICE

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public, particulary A8Y
(Antyodaya Anna Yojana) beneficiaries of Jammu Division, that additional foodgrains
shall be provided free of cost to eligible AAY households from April 2025 onwards as per
Government Order Mo. 25-JK(FCS&CA) of 2025 dated 02.04.2025, issued by the
Department of Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs, Jammi.

The said provision is being made to augment the monthly food requirements of
AAY households under the Public Distribution System. The additional allocation of free
foodgrains shall be made as per the number of eligible family members in each AAY
household. The entitterment Is detailed below:

Mo. of Beneficiaries in Present Entitlement (in Additional Free foodgrains to be
AAY Househaold Kgs) allowed (in Kgs)

1 35 0

2 35 0

3 35 0

4 35 5

5 a5 15

4] 35 25

7 35 35

8 35 45

9 35 55

10 35 65

Abowve 10 35 As per rationale above

themost vulnerablehouseholds.

MNo:204/G/1071-1076
Dated: 19/04/2025

DIP/J-464/25

Al eligible beneficlaries are requested to contact thelr respective Fair Price Shop
(FP5) dealers to avail the additional guota of foodarains as per their entittement.

This initiative is aimed at strengthening food security and ensuring welfare of

5df-

Director
FCS&CADepartment
Jammu

I: L
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« No - 10-12 of 2025
Dated:-19 /04/2025,

Subject: -

prescnibed cnitenia .

[SNO__ TDETAL
i | 2 Pari time teacher
02 | Working hour

Terms and conditions:-

2. Application attache

DIP/J-462/25

TQUALIFICATION _

Advertisement for part time Tutor for six month.

Application on plan papers are invited from qualified un-cmployed persons for temporary
engapement of part time teacher from 6" 1o 12" elassic for imparting coaching in Fnglish Science
Mathematics .S.5cience, in Govt. Boys Pahari Hosicl Jammu on the below mention rates and as per

The application enclosed with requisite documents should reach to this office within ten (10) days
from the date of issuance of the nolice in press .,

"TIONORARIUM P.M

MSc.11.5c. B.1d Non-Medical/

3000/~ P.M for six
manth

| MSe I8, Se.B.Ed Medical

i) Tam to Yam
__‘Ev.ﬂnﬂ‘_l_f? bpm

. The applicants must be residing in district Jammu; -preference shall be
the town or within 4 km circumfercnce of the hostel i.e, nearest residing candidates. .
- 1 i H m I depnizt
d with attested copics of qualification certificate, shall have to bd deposited in

the office of Warden Govt.Boys Pahari lostel Jammu. Between 10.30 AM 1o 2.30 PM,

1 Preference shall be given to the irained aspirants.

{Moming Shift)
(Evening Shift)

given 1o the residents of




.

OP-ED

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, April 22, 2025

EDITORIAL

SELF-RELIANT
INDIA

mbracing the dream of a truly self-reliant
India is like tending a vast, vibrant garden:

it demands vision, perseverance, and the
gentle hand of collaboration. To cultivate Atmanirb-
har Bharat, we must sow seeds across every
sector—industry, agriculture, energy, technology,
and human capital—nurturing each with policy,
innovation, and community spirit. Only then will
our nation bloom, a testament to collective resolve
and creative might.

At the heart of self-reliance lies “Make in India,” but
this mantra must evolve into “Create in India.” We
need to transition from assembly-line manufactur-
ing to end-to-end design, R&D, and high-value pro-
duction. Incentives should reward companies that
develop indigenous components—semiconductors,
precision machinery, green hydrogen electrolyz-
ers—rather than relying on imports. Special eco-
nomic zones can be reimagined as innovation hubs,
linking universities with startups and established
firms. By nurturing small and medium enterprises
through simplified regulations, easy financing, and
technology transfer, we empower them to grow into
national and global champions.

India’s farmers are the custodians of our food
security, yet they often toil under uncertainty. A
truly self-reliant nation guarantees fair prices,
modern inputs, and climate-resilient practices. We
must scale up micro-irrigation, organic farming,
and agroforestry, harnessing satellite data and Al
to forecast weather and optimize planting cycles.
Farmer producer organizations can gain strength
by pooling resources, accessing cold chains, and
negotiating on equal terms with buyers. Empow-
ered by mobile platforms that deliver real-time
market intelligence, our cultivators will no longer
be price-takers but informed entrepreneurs, fueling
rural prosperity and national self-sufficiency.

Innovation is the lifeblood of progress. To anchor
long-term self-reliance, India must invest deeply
in frontier technologies—artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, biotechnology, and advanced
materials. National and state governments should
establish “Future Labs” where researchers, coders,
and entrepreneurs collaborate on open challenges:
affordable diagnostics, next-gen batteries, and pre-
cision agriculture. By strengthening patent protec-
tions, easing technology licensing, and funding seed
grants, we can transform breakthroughs into scal-
able solutions. When our brightest minds see a path
from lab bench to market stall, they’ll stay—and
propel India to global leadership.

Energy independence is essential for economic
autonomy and environmental stewardship. India
can harness its abundant sunlight, wind corridors,
and coastal tides to leapfrog into a renewables-first
future. Accelerating rooftop solar installations, mod-
ernizing transmission grids, and integrating battery
storage will reduce dependence on imported fossil
fuels. Green hydrogen—produced from renewable
electricity—can decarbonize heavy industries and
transport. Through public-private partnerships, we
can build giga-projects that create jobs, foster local
manufacturing of solar panels and wind turbines,
and secure India’s energy sovereignty while com-
bating climate change.

A self-reliant India is only as strong as its people.
We must revolutionize education to cultivate critical
thinking, digital literacy, and lifelong learning. Voca-
tional training centers, linked to regional industry
needs, will equip youth with the skills that modern
factories, labs, and services require. Women'’s
empowerment—through targeted loans, mentor-
ship, and flexible work models—will multiply our
collective potential. Moreover, social safety nets
must guarantee that technological disruption does
not leave the most vulnerable behind. When every
citizen can contribute, and every talent finds its
stage, our human reservoir becomes an unshake-
able pillar of self-reliance.

The Digital India initiative laid the groundwork
for online services and identity systems; now we
must deepen digital inclusion. High-speed internet
in every village catalyzes telemedicine, e-learning,
and e-commerce, knitting remote communities into
the national tapestry. Transparent governance—
through open data portals, blockchain-enabled land
records, and streamlined grievance redressal—will
reduce corruption and empower citizens. When
people trust institutions and can access services ata
click, the nation operates with efficiency and equity,
reinforcing resilience against external shocks.

Perhaps the most vital ingredient is a shift in mind-
set. Self-reliance does not mean isolation; it means
partnership—between government and citizen,
urban and rural, large firms and local artisans. We
must celebrate “Jugaad” innovation alongside struc-
tured R&D, traditional crafts alongside cutting-edge
tech. Every entrepreneur, teacher, farmer, and engi-
neer has arole in this grand symphony. Public cam-
paigns, storytelling, and education can instill pride
in locally made goods, from hand-woven textiles to
health-tech devices. When every Indian believes in
the power of “we,” the nation becomes an unstop-
pable force.

In the grand tapestry of our civilization, self-reli-
ance is not a static state but an ever-evolving jour-
ney. By weaving together robust industry, sustain-
able agriculture, technological breakthroughs,
renewable energy, human development, digital
governance, and collaborative spirit, India can
stand tall—resilient, prosperous, and free. Let us
embark on this collective quest with lyrical zeal
and steadfast determination, for the seeds we sow
today will blossom into a garden of abundance for
generations to come.

Nature’s Fury

By: Omkar Dattatray

cruel with the inhabitants

of Ramban but it actually
is not so,as the God almighty is
benevolent and kind to the people.
But rather man is very cunning,
greedy and selfish. Human beings
are leaving no stone unturned to
destroy nature’s bounty and natu-
ral resources and same has been
the case in Ramban as here also
man has manifested his cunning-
ness and selfishness and he had
cut trees, fell woods ,narrowed the
rivers and rivulets’ ,encroached the
banks of rivers and are trying to
cultivate banks of the rivers and
in this way man has tried his best
to exploit and even destroy the
nature and thus nature in its turn
is teaching a lesson or two to the
people for having destroyed fauna
and flora and has thus revolted
against the nature and the nature
is thus resorting in excessive ,acute
,Jncessant rainfall ,snow in the
higher reaches of Banihal ,Ramban
and other mountainous places of
Jammu and Kashmir. There are
floods, flash floods, landslides and
even fissures in the lands and also
destroyed the houses, business
establishments and even the loss of
several precious human lives. The
national highway at many places in
Ramsoo and Ramban has suffered
massive and unprecedented scale
of landslides putting the passen-
gers to great inconvenience and
many passengers have come back
to Jammu and Srinagar from the
half way. The national Highway
connecting Kashmir to Jammu is
a most crucial road network .It is
really the lifeline of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. But it also
has not been spared by the cun-
ning and selfish man and he has
even encroached upon it and the
bad and adverse consequences are

It seems that nature has been

following and man has become
victim of his own follies ,careless-
ness and ruthlessness and there
should be no surprise about it as
the nature has to punish wrong
doers of the nature’s bounty and
scarce resources. Extreme heat,
excessive and intense rainfall along
with gusty winds are the offshoots
of global warming and people are
experiencing and suffering trou-
bles and inconveniences but all
because of their follies and wrongs.
We should revere and respect wild-
life and natural environment, but
here we are lacking and the disas-
ters are before our eyes. There has
also been loss of several lives as
5 people have been killed in flash
floods triggered by cloudburst
and the only connection between
Jammu and Kashmir the national
highway has been badly damaged
and thus resulted in closure of the
much important link between the
two capital cities in the Region.
The flash floods triggered by
cloudburst in the early hours of
Sunday caused much damage to
Ramsoo-Banihal —Ramban stretch
of the highway forcing the authori-
ties to close the traffic on the high-
way. It resulted in the passengers
being stranded and hundreds of
the people have been rescued and
taken to safe destinations. Many
people are feared missing and the
police is on the job to find them.
The flush floods have wreck
havoc in Ramban and left a trail of
destruction across Ramban district
.Several residential houses have
been destroyed and a large number
of taxis ,buses and loaded trucks
were buried under the debris car-
ried by flash floods. The 270Km
vital Jammu-Srinagar highway has
been washed away at several places
in Ramban-Ramsoo —Banihal has
been buried under landslides ,leav-
ing hundreds of vehicles and their
passengers stranded at different

places .A cloudburst struck Seri
Bagna village in Ramban district
Jkilling three people. More than 40
houses have been destroyed in the
Dharam Kund village of Ramban
due to flash floods. Several vehicles
were washed away in the floods.
Electricity supply was badly dam-
aged and Ramban plunged into
darkness ,however efforts are on
to resume the electricity. Many
people were marooned and the dis-
trict administration and the secu-
rity forces have lifted marooned
people from flood water. The road
and electricity supply has been
severally damaged putting people
to lot of trouble. There was hail-
storm ,multiple landslides and fast
winds throughout the night in the
Ramban region including the areas
surrounding the Ramban town
was the observation of MOS,PMO
,Dr Jitendra Singh who happens to
the MP from this Udhampur-Doda
constituency. Meanwhile chief
minister Omar and LG Manoj
Sinha have grieved over the deaths
of the innocent lives and have
asked the district administration
to provide all possible help, relief
and rehabilitation to the affected
people of Ramban and its sur-
rounding villages. The incessant
rain also triggered landslides and
mudslides at nearly dozen places
between Nashri and Banihal along
the strategic Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway prompting traf-
fic authorities to suspend traffic.
More than 100 trapped villagers
were rescued by the police person-
nel who rushed to the spot despite
downpour and cloudbursts. Sev-
eral vehicles were washed away in
the floods caused by stream over-
flowing. There has been massive
damage in the entire district due
to heavy rain, cloudbursts, high-
velocity winds, landslides and
hailstorm. A stretch of the national
highway near Panthiyal was also

in J&K’s Ramban

swept away. Over two hundred
houses were damaged some par-
tially and some totally. Heavy rains
have wrecked havoc in Ramban
district and at some places in Reasi
district. Many villages were dis-
placed and their houses stand par-
tially and several totally damaged
and there is much loss to the gov-
ernment and private property.The
landslide also hit the Sham Palace
area of Ramban following heavy
downpour. Several people and
vehicles were feared trapped under
the debris of damaged structures.
Some people also took shelter at
the rooftops of their houses amid
the flood like situation. Jammu
and Kashmir LG Manoj Shina has
expressed anguish and grief on
the loss of lives in flash floods in
Ramban ,which were triggered by
incessant rains in the hilly district
which lies on the Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway. Man is helpless
on the nature’s fury and he has no
control over it. All that is required
is that man should stop damag-
ing ecological and environmental
balance and in the alternative be
ready to face the wrath of nature.
Almighty is benevolent ,merciful
and Kind but brings havoc when
selfish and cunning human beings
play with nature and destroy it and
in turn are destroyed by the nature
which becomes cruel because of
the wanton destruction of the
woods, jungles, rivers and riv-
eluts. Oh merciful have mercy on
us and save us from the vagaries of
nature! It is hoped that God may
accept our request and stop fur-
ther damage to the national high-
way which is the only link between
Kashmir and the rest of India.

(The author is a
columnist, social, KP
activist &Freelancer)

Sensibly the Path of Reliving of Nature

By: Vijay Garg

he global economic prog-
Tress has risen five times
in the last five decades,
but more than 70 per cent of
the earth’s natural resources
were harnessed more than their
capacity to reach here. The result
is that the existence of the earth
has come into a crisis.

Repeated warnings are required
that this universe has many
galacities, and our Galaxy also
has billions of planets, but only
the Earth in them, where life is
possible. Earth is the only planet
in the solar system, where water
is available on the surface and
which is helpful in the existence
of life. In the near future none of
our other refuge than the Earth.

Probably for the same reason
for the World Environment Day
of the year 2022, the theme of
the first Environment Day of 5th
June 1974 was ‘Only One Earth’-
only one earth to repeat. While
in 1974 it has hardly been said
that nature is in emergency,
these warnings began to be heard
everywhere by 2022. Human
needs and greed have gripped
the earth in three main crises-
climate crisis, loss of nature and
biodiversity and increasing heaps
of pollution and waste.

More than half of the coral
rocks have been destroyed in
Wetland and seas in the last
hundred years. So much plastic
is reaching in the seas that by
2050 there can be more plastic

than fish there. It was the theme
of the 2021 meaning Day only to
wake up condolences to the earth
and improve this deteriorating
balance: ‘Refine your earth’. The
theme of April 2022 is ‘Invest in
Your Planet’, Earth Day 2020’s
‘Activation on Climate’ and the
theme of 2019 was ‘Protect Your
Species’.

The duration of the year 2021-
2030 has been declared by the
United Nations as the ‘Decade
of Ecosystem Restoration’, i.e.
ecosystem restoration decade.
It continues with efforts to bring
fresh water, marine ecosystem
and land based ecosystem to a
position like never before. It also
has an important role of land use
change. All these efforts were
concluded that on June 5, 2022,
once again, be returned to the
theme of ‘Only One Earth?’.

The main cause of crisis for
earth and humanity is- con-
tinuous consumption and non-
continuous production system.
This problem is increasing with
population growth. On the other
hand, biodiversity is decreasing
rapidly. So far, 65 per cent of
the wild animals have expired.
This is why on the 2022 World
Environment Day, it was also
called upon to adopt a sustain-
able and eco-friendly lifestyle and
live in harmony with the earth.
To awaken the sense of this har-
mony it is necessary that we place
ourselves in the place of the earth
and think that what is happening
with some earth and nature, if the

same was happening to us, how
would we feel?

The sensitive courts and judi-
cial institutions are now declar-
ing nature or any part of it
as a legally living human and
also giving orders to protect
their rights. However, govern-
ments succeed in repealing such
orders over time. At times, the
voices raised in the interest of
the environment and the earth
attempt to weaken them by call-
ing them anti-growth. It is also
undeniable that efforts to reduce
earth loss are also taking place.
For instance, dams are being
removed in Europe. 239 dams
were removed in 17 countries in
Europe in the year 2021.

On the International Biodi-
versity Day on May 22, 2021,
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres had said: ‘We have kept
a war tease against nature, while
we should have been his protec-
tor so far.” Nature gives us life,
opportunity, services and solu-
tions, but we destroyed his bio-
diversity and put obstacles in
climate balance. Healthy earth is
essential to achieve the sustain-
able development goals of the
UN. Otherwise, the situation is
that 9o percent of the population
is forced to breathe in polluted
air.

Anxiety has been expressed
for the last fifty years over the
effects of human falling to earth.
The UN’s first environmental
conference held in Stockholm
in the year 1972 was focused on

‘natural environment, but not
on ‘human environment’. The
same conference decided that the
World Environment Day will be
celebrated on June 5 every year.
Two years later, the first Environ-
ment Day was celebrated with the
slogan ‘Only Ek Prithvi Hai’.

Today there is a need for gov-
ernments, society and every
person to introspect what they
have done in the interest and
uninterest of the earth. If we help
nature to be revived by ourselves,
that too will be the service of the
earth. Rivers, sky and wildlife
were automatically clean-lived
due to human activities stalled
in the early days of the Corona
period. Special projects were not
run, just human intervention
was reduced. Animals and birds,
fishes and other creatures had
returned to the routes that we
had taken away from them.

Earth is so our shared home.
Human beings should ask them-
selves what will happen to the
earth in which biodiversity will
not survive?

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
Columnist Street Kour

Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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GDC RS Pura organizes lecture on Human
Development Index under Poshan Pakhwada

Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 22:
NSS unit in collabora-
tion with Department of
Economics and Zool-
ogy of Government
Degree College, RS
Pura, in line with the
ongoing Poshan Pakh-
wada 2025, organized
an insightful extension
lecture on the Human
Development Index
(HDI) to raise aware-
ness among students
and faculty on the inter
linkages between nutri-
tion, development, and

i A

overall well-being.

Guest speaker of the
session Dr. Shivani
Manchanda, Assistant
Professor Economics
delivered a lecture on
Human Development
Index as a composite
statistic of life expec-
tancy, education, and
per capita income indi-
cators.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. (Dr.) Preetpal
Kour, Principal of the
College, emphasized
the importance of such
academic initiatives in
creating socially aware

and informed citizens.

“Nutrition is the foun-
dation of development.
Educating our students
on such themes not only
enriches their knowl-
edge but also sensitizes
them to grassroots reali-
ties,” she stated.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participa-
tion from students and
faculty across various
departments, reflecting
a growing interest in
developmental indices
and their impact on poli-
cymaking and society at
large.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Chanchal
Angral, NSS PO and the
formal vote of thanks
was presented by Dr
Anupama Pandotra,
Associate Professor
Zoology.

The committees mem-
bers present in the event
were Dr. Hari Singh, Dr.
Sunil Kumar Mangoch
and Dr. Savleen Kour.

Kulgam Police provides food packets to

stranded passengers, drivers

Top News Report

QAZIGUND, Apr 22:
Kulgam Police dis-
tributes food packets

amongst stranded driv-
ers, passengers who
have been stuck due to
blockade of Jammu Sri-
nagar national highway

GOVERNMENT OF UNION TERRITORY JAMMU & KASHMIR
JAMMU POWER DISTRIEUTION CORPORATION LIMITED
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, ELECTRIC DIVISION-1II, JPDCL JAMMU

CIN MNo: U4 co

INVITATION: -

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, the Executive Engineer (Distribution), Electric
Division-1Il, JPDCL Jammu, hereinafter referred to as ‘Employer’, invites online e-bids from reputed Companies or Class ‘A’ registered
Electrical Contractors having a valid license and meeting eligibility criteria as per terms, conditions, technical specifications and
schedules forming part of this tender document for * Creation of 3x100 KVA Sub Stations for New Tube Well (1x100 KVA Sub Stn.
at Durga Nagar | At Rajinder Nagar)+ 1x100 KVA Sub S5tn. at Baba KailakhNath | near Complex Bantalab) +1x100 KVA Sub station
at KB Nagar Bantalab inside ShamshanGhat, Bantalab) and Creation of 1x200 KVA Sub Station for New Tube Well at Muthi | CPS
Muthi complex) including laying of required 11 KV ,Tap lines and LT network for dispersal of power, of Jal Shakti (PHE), under
PHE Works falling under the jurisdiction of Electric Sub Division Janipur on Turnkey basis.

Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been
done after carefulfconscious study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the Standard Bidding Document
with full understanding of its implications., Bidders are requested to visit the sites of work before participating in bidding process, so

SHORT NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-Nit No: ED-IIl Jammu/ 09 of 2025-26 dated 17.04.2025

that they have clarity regarding topography of area of work.

1. The tender document is available at websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in. Interested Bidders may view, download the e-
Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table

in Qazigund

since last three days.
An official told that on
the directions of SSP
Kulgam Sahil Sarangal,
ASP NH Mumtaz Bhatti,
SDPO Qazigund Man-
soor Ayaz along with
SHO Qazigund Masood
Ul Hassan distributes
food pockets among
stranded drivers, pas-
sengers in Qazigund.

The community
response was over-
whelmingly positive, with
passengers express-
ing deep gratitude to

GDC Thannamandi celebrates World Earth Day with enthusiasm

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, Apr 22: The
Department of Environmen-
tal Sciences, Eco-club, NSS,
NCC and Beautification Com-
mittee of Government Degree
College (GDC) Thannamandi
in collaboration with Municipal
Committee Thannamandi cel-
ebrated World Earth Day as part
of Viksit Bharat@2047 Abhiyan
here today.

On this occasion a series of
activities aligning this year’s
theme “Our Power, Our Planet,”
organized under the guidance
of Prof. (Dr.) Farooqg Ahmed,
Principal of College. Dr. Junaid
Ahmed, Head of Department
Environmental Science in the
college coordinated the event.

The day’s celebrations began
with the introduction, historical

background and importance of
Earth Day by Dr. Ashaq Malik,
Head of the Department of
Botany, and address by Prin-
cipal Prof. Farooq Ahmed who
underscored various ways to
save planet Earth including
adaptation of renewable energy,
reducing carbon footprints, con-
serving water, minimizing plastic
usage, and promoting foresta-
tion.

It was followed by a pledge cer-
emony, by Dr. Nagina Kouser,
Head, Department of Econom-
ics, wherein students and staff
reaffirmed their dedication to
protecting the environment and
adopting sustainable practices.

This was followed by a plan-
tation drive in which students,
faculty members and munici-
pality personnel participated in
plantation drive across the col-

lege campus, symbolizing their
commitment to a greener future.
In addition, a major cleanliness
drive was conducted through-
out the college premises. In
a notable initiative during the
campus-wide cleanliness drive,
biodegradable bags were dis-
tributed among students to col-
lect waste, emphasizing the
importance of using eco-friendly
alternatives to plastic.

Under the guidance of NSS
Programme Officer Prof.
Supriya Gupta and Prof. Altaf
Hussain, NCC Officer, the vol-
unteers made the households
aware about critical issues such
as energy conservation, the use
of biodegradable alternatives
and the importance of adopting
solar energy solutions. Resi-
dents were encouraged to shift

towards cleaner energy sources
and eco-friendly practices in
their daily lives.

All faculty members of the
college participated actively in
the day’s events, showcasing
a united commitment to the
cause.

Notable participants included
Dr. Nazakat Hussain (HoD, His-
tory), Dr. Nazar ul Islam (HoD,
Islamic Studies), Dr. Gohar
Igbal (HoD, Arabic), Dr. Gulshan
Rashid Bhat (HoD, Geography),
Dr. Shiraz Ahmed (HoD, Zoolo-
gy), Prof. Fatima Parveen, Prof.
Rizwana Kouser, Dr. Shazia
Poswal, Prof. Neeru Sayed,
Prof. Ashraf, Shafqat Hussain,
Magsood Ahmed, Ajaz Ahmed
along with others from various
departments who played key
roles in organizing and support-
ing the initiatives.

Women Development Cell, CASH organize awareness lecture on
Women’s Rights against Sexual Harassment at GDC Bishnah

Top News Report

BISHNAH, Apr 22:
The Women Develop-
ment Cell (WDC) in
collaboration with the
Committee Against
Sexual Harassment
(CASH) of Government
Degree College, Bish-
nah (GDC Bishnah),
organized a highly
impactful awareness
lecture on “Women’s
Rights Against Sexual
Harassment”, as part of
its ongoing initiatives to
foster a safe, respectful,
and inclusive academic
environment.

The keynote speaker
for the session was
Adv. D.K. Singh, Senior
Advocate and President
of the Bar Association,
Bishnah, who shared
his valuable insights
on the legal rights and

law. His session empha-
sized the importance of
awareness, legal lit-
eracy, and institutional
mechanisms in combat-

ing sexual harassment,
and was well-received
by faculty and students
alike.The event was held
under the patronage

of Dr. Shallu Samyal,
Principal of GDC Bish-
nah, who in her address
underscored the role of
educational institutions

Office of the Divisional Forest Officer,

E-TENDERING

in empowering students,
especially women,
through informed dis-
course and proactive
measures.

Notice Inviting Tender: e-NIT No.02 of 2025-26 Dated: 16.04.2025

For and on behalf of the Lt Governor, Jammu & Kashmir State, e-tenders are invited from approved and eligible contractors

registered wath J&K UT GovL/Central Govt, Urganizations having experience and knowledge of the work of nursery rising and

maintenance of the plants imvolving the following items of works;-

Name of Works 2" year Maintenance of poly bagged plants raised during 2023-24(9"x6") in Sidhra Nurseries(CAPEX)

T.5 & A.A= Accorded

Status of Funds-= Approved

&N

E-mail:edt

Kulgam Police for the
timely and humane
intervention.

protections available
to women under Indian

reedistributio ( ail.com])

Farmest . Receiving
Mame ol wark Ady. Cost (Rs In lacs) Mamey Ef.'lm i ['0;;0 or Tindes Time af gm sledisn Opening
{Rs) aniracior cument Authority
Maintenance of plants in poly bags of size
LA
¢ Resowing of seeds in [ailed polybags | 78700 Maintenance
ineluding cost of seed and labour as i 2.66/= per Work as detailed
per the ordered quantity plant fill March ABC&D fo be done on )
=i . s L Tend
o  Care of new germination including | 2026 4190 ! Rs.600/- | daily basis uptill ':-_u:m:“

15032026 or till
lifting of planis
from nursery

shade/thatching whenever required | Rs.2.093 lacs

¢ Hegular weeding in polybags
meluding disposal of weeds

#  (leaning of bunds and interspaces of
plats and beds and all nursery area on

low:
A Tk::l 3er Document Sale/Download Start Date 17-04-2025; 6.00 PM
B | Tender Document Sale/Download End Date 01-05-2025; 3.00 PM.
C | e-Bid submission (start) date & time 17-04-2025; 6.00 PM
D | e-Bid submission (end) date & time 01-05-2025; 3.00 PM.

E | Submission of Hard Copy of Tender Fee

01-05-2025 up to 4.30 PM.

time

F | Commercial and Technical Bid opening date &

02-05-2024; 2.00 PM.

daily basis including disposal of
woeds in a way (o keep them always
free from any weeds/grasses for
hygiene purposes,

¢ lrrigation of plants as per reguirement
[rom available irigation factlity
incleding that by water tankers to be
procured from market incase of
shortage of water in irrigalion source
of nursery and also incase of fault in
ML PUmps .

¢ Cost of diesel/petrol’ for imrigating
/Watering of plants in Nursery
ncluding cost of weadicides,
Insecticides spray incase of disease
outhreak.

¢ Cost of seed/cuttings/transplants
required for sowing/resowing
transplant
¢ Shilling and prading of polybags as
per requirement as directed by
supervisory staff
Dressing of bunds/boundanes of plots/paths
including general nursery maintenance and
use of chemical /physical‘hiological methods
10 keep the plants and nursery free from any
som of disease and insect and animal bird
attack in Sidhra-1, 11 & 111

G | Online financial e-Bid opening date & time
(Only of the technically qualified Bidders)

Will be communicated to the Technically Qualifying
Bidders.

| Tender Value

H | Venue of opening of techno-commercial Bids

| 28.32 Lacs (Rs. 2832848.00)

Executive Engineer Electric Division-lll JPDCL, Jammu

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quantities,(B.0.0Q7, Set of
Terms & Conditions of contract
Position of funds: APPROVED&(50% Funds available)

Pasition_of AA/TS: ACCORDED

and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website:-

1] | Cost of e-Bid document

Publishing Date

16.04.2025

Rs. 1000 (Non-Refundable)

Download Start Date

16.04.2025 from 04:00 PM

K | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)

Rs56660 /-

Bid Submission Start Date

Bid submission End Date

16.04.2025 From 06:00 PM
15.04.2025 At 0230 PM

No: ED-II/TS/
Dated: 17.04.2025

L | Technical Sanction Under Process
M | Accord of Administrative Approval Accorded
N | Position of funds Awaited

DIP/J-280-P/25

Date of opening of Technical Bid

26.04.2025 at 02:00 PM
(in the office of DFO Seed Development Division, Forest Complex, J&K FRLJANIPUR, Jammu).

Date of opening of Financial Bid(online)

26.04.2025 at 02:30 'M
(in the office of DFD Seed Development Division, Forest Complex, J&K FRLJANIPUR, Jammu).

Executive Engineer,
Electric Division-lll,
Jammu

DIP/)-388/25 Divisional Forest Officer

Seed Development Division,
J&K FRI. Jammu.

No. JKFRESDDGIF-181/57-62 Dated. 16.04.2025

Edited, Printed, Published and Owned by: Rajiv Mahajan, Office : 17- New Rehari Jammu, Published from 17- New Rehari Jammu, and Printed from GK Offset Printing Press
situated at Shivalik Puram Janipur, Jammu on behalf of Rajiv Mahajan. Senior Editor : M. K Bangroo, Executive Editor : Anita Gupta, Photo Journalist: Aman Sharma (9906198186),
Head Office Jammu. Mobile No : (9906300707,
e-mail: topnewsjk@gmail.com, editortopnewsjk@gmail.com
(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).

9086072548), Fax No: 0191-2561688.
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On Earth Day, celebs underline the need
for sustamahle wavs Iﬂ save the GIWII‘OIIIIIBIII

From no use of plas-
tic to home fertiliser to
planting greens, celeb-
rities have their own
special ways to contrib-
ute towards the envi-
ronment. Looking at a
future that is both sus-
tainable and suitable,
on Earth Day they talk
about what can be done
to save the planet

Ban plastic

Anupama Solanki

| have five-six used
phones that are not
working and | am going
to recycle them this time
on Earth Day. In our
housing society, we are
collecting wet and dry
waste separately, so it
helps Mumbai BMC.
However, there is still
no solution for plastic.
| think the government
should ban plastic items
and create some other
options.

Green thumb

Gulfam Khan Husaain

| love plants, | propa-
gate them and if | find a
plant someone has dis-
carded because it has
wilted, | get it home and
try to revive it. I'm very
conscious about wet
and dry garbage seg-
regation, | avoid plastic
bags as much as | can

and recycle food waste

as a fertiliser by making
compost out of it. Being
a plant-lover is not suf-
ficient, it is important to
teach children too. They
are good listeners, fabu-
lous learners and curi-
ous. So, you can teach
them how to plant differ-
ent seeds and make it
like a fun project.

Go for bamboo bags

Muskaan Agarwal

I don’t use plastic items
at all. Even if | have a
party at my place, |

use disposable cups or
plates, which are eco-
friendly. One gets gar-
bage bags for wet and
dry waste. | use tea dust
as fertiliser for my plants.
While grocery shopping,
| use only cloth bags. |
believe there should be
a total ban on plastic
bags, rather bamboo
should be preferred.
The government should
make bamboo bags
affordable for vegetable
vendors. These little
things can make a big

Singer Sonu Nigam warns
of fake accounts on X, asks
followers to report and block

Playback singer Sonu
Nigam issued a warning
to his followers about
online impersonators
and fake accounts in his
name on X. The singer
stated that he found
many impersonators
misusing his name to
reach out to people. He
cautioned people about
such accounts and
asked them to report
and block the pages.

Nigam also added
that he has not been
on X for several years
and thanked people for
flagging the matter to
him. “It has come to my
attention that someone
has been misusing my
identity online (Sic),” his
message read on Insta-
gram.

His statement also
read, “Please note that
no one from my team
has ever reached out
to anyone on my behalf
for any reason. If some-
one claims to be from
my management &
contacts you out of the
blue, please treat it with
caution! (sic).”

Sonu Nigam also
cleared the air about
many fake accounts on
X. “l have NOT been on
Twitter/X for the last 8
years. A few accounts
that people may believe
to be mine, are actually
being run by someone

else, often posting con-
troversial things under
my name,” he wrote.

The singer asked his
followers to ‘report and
block’ such accounts.
“Thank you to those
who've flagged the issue
to me. And thank you
so much my extended
family for your continued
support and understand-
ing (sic),” he concluded
his statement.

Of late, many social
media accounts of

celebrities have been
hacked and misused
for carrying out cryp-
tocurrency scams. A
few weeks ago, singer
Shreya Ghoshal’s
account was hacked.
Later, she retrieved her
account after getting in
touch with the support
team. Similarly, actors
Khushbu, Lakshmi
Manchu and several
accounts have fallen
prey to hacking in the
past few months.

change. Plastic items
are really harmful for
Mother Earth.

Green fertiliser

Shivangi Verma

| really don'’t like using
plastic bags. Instead, |
opt for cloth bags when-
ever | go shopping. Plus,
I've found a great way to
handle kitchen waste—
| use it as fertiliser for
plants. This helps us
avoid harmful pesticides
and gives the plants
valuable nutrients,
making them healthier

overall.

Plant a tree

Neel Samarthh

There’s a lot of grati-
tude that | have for
Mother Earth. We have
a lot of plants at home,
though | don’t have a
balcony! Whenever,
wherever, we can,
we should encourage
people to go for plants.
Recycling water is a
great idea. We should
not be wasting too much
water and learn how we
can conserve it. | don’t
use plastic bags at all.
| think on our birthdays,
we should plant a tree
and it's a sweet mes-
sage we should give to
everyone!

Small actions

Chitra Vakil Sharma

For me, making sure
the Earth stays happy
isn’'t just about doing
major stuff; it's those
small actions that
really count. Things
like remembering to
turn off the tap, planting
trees and looking after
the ones already grow-
ing. These might seem
small, but they add up
and make a big differ-
ence in keeping our
planet healthy.

. Aamir Khan’s big plans for dream
project Mahabharat: Might need
multlple ﬁlmmakers

Bollywood superstar,
Aamir Khan, has long
expressed his desire to
adapt the Indian epic,
Mahabharat, for the
big screen. Based on
a recent interview with
Aamir Khan, it seems
the actor-producer
might be getting closer
to putting things in
motion. The superstar
shared that he will start
working on his dream
project this year.

In a recent interac-
tion with agency, Aamir
revealed that he plans
to start work on the
Mahabharat this year.
The actor said he will
also be producing the

film under his banner.
When asked about the
project, Aamir said, “I'm
hoping to start work on
it this year.”

Aamir added that the
film will be made in
multiple parts, similar
to the Lord of the Rings
franchise. However, he
clarified that the writing
process alone will take
several years. “It will
take a while because
the writing process will
take a few years,” he
explained.

Aamir further shared
that he hasn’t decided
whether he will act in the
film. The team will take
a call on casting based

on what suits each char-
acter. “We’ll see who we
should cast based on
who’s appropriate for
which part,” he noted.

“I don’t think you can
tell Mahabharat in one
film, so it will be mul-
tiple films. | am looking
at the large scale. It's
too early to say, but we
may need multiple direc-
tors,” Aamir said, while
admitting the monumen-
tal scale of Mahabharat.

On the work front,
Aamir Khan was last
seen in the ‘Laal Singh
Chaddha’, a remake of
the Hollywood classic
‘Forrest Gump’, which
was released in theatres
in 2022. After the film
failed to make a mark
at the box office, Aamir
took a small break
before working on his
upcoming project ‘Sita-
are Zameen Par’.

‘Sitaare Zameen Par’
is a thematic sequel to
his 2007 hit film ‘Taare
Zameen Par’. The film
has been directed by
RS Prasanna and stars
Genelia Deshmukh
opposite Aamir Khan. It
has been produced by
Aamir Khan and Kiran
Rao and is scheduled
to release in theatres
on June 20.

Priyanka Setia: Hurts when influencers are
cast based on social media numbers

Actor Priyanka Setia
has been nervous and
excited ever since her
latest project, ‘Khauf’,
released on Friday.
While she trusts the
material and is ‘happy’
to have played such a
strong part, given that
she’s never done any-
thing like this, it is also
giving her jitters. In an
exclusive chat with India
Today, Priyanka further
spoke about how the
competition today is not
just with fellow actors
but also influencers.
And while it hurts to see
them being cast in big
projects, she added that
they also work hard to
achieve the kind of pop-
ularity they have.

“I am really looking
forward to getting some
interesting roles, and
in genres that | haven’t
tried before. | really
hope ‘Khauf’ opens new
doors for me. As of now,
casting directors have
shown faith in me, but
| don’t think filmmakers
know me well yet. | truly
wish that they do soon,
and the industry will start
accepting me and giving
me the kind of work |
have been looking for,”
Priyanka shared.

Coming from a family
of doctors in Bareilly, the
actor started her career
as an air hostess. She
realised that acting
was her true calling,

‘ILM
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and moved to Mumbai
from Delhi after lying to
her parents. The actor
started doing theatre
and bagged her first
major outing with actor
Makrand Deshpande.
She also trained under
Pankaj Kapur, an expe-
rience that she feels
changed her outlook
towards the craft.

While many artists feel
it's important to ‘train’
before you enter the
industry, it's also a popu-
lar belief that you need
to be ‘good-looking’ to
be an actor. Discuss-
ing the same, Priyanka

Punjab man calls Mumbai cops, informs them
about ‘death threat’ to actor Tiger Shroff; held

A 35-year-old man hailing from Punjab
has been apprehended for allegedly giving
false information to the police control room in
Mumbai regarding ‘death threat’ to Bollywood
actor Tiger Shroff, an official said on Tuesday.

According to the Khar police station official,
the man, identified as Manish Kumar Sujinder
Singh, falsely claimed that a weapon and
‘supari’ (contract) of Rs 2 lakh were given
to some individuals to bump off the 35-year-

old actor.

On Monday, the Mumbai police control
room received a call from Singh, who hails
from Punjab, informing them that some
people from a security agency were going

to “kill” Shroff, he said.

However, after the police investigated the

the official.

he said.

matter, it was revealed Singh had given false
information to the control room, according to

The Mumbai police lodged a case against
him in suburban Khar and contacted their
Punjab counterparts, who detained Singh,

The accused is being brought to Mumbai,
informed the official.

In the past, Bollywood superstar Salman
Khan has been the target of multiple death
threats. Last week, a ‘mentally unstable’ man
from a village in Gujarat's Vadodara district
had issued a death threat to the 59-year-old
actor, a Y-Plus-protectee.

The threat message was received on the
Mumbai Traffic Police’s WhatsApp helpline.

1l Toronto

Setia said that both
beliefs hold value as
there are different kinds
of projects that demand
specific requirements.
“There are shows that
have influencers head-
lining them, and then
there’s also someone
like Sudip Sharma,
who makes a show with
real talent like Jaid-
eep Ahlawat and Tilot-
tama Shome. | really
don’t understand how
it works, but | think it all
boils down to what you
want to do in life. | am
not someone who can
be on Instagram 24/7

documenting every bit
of it. | would never buy
followers or become an
influencer. However,
conversations have
started in the industry
about how every actor
today also has to be
a content creator. But
where does one stop?
What is this game? | am
someone who believes
that their work should
talk for itself,” she said.

The actor added that,
however, she under-
stands that content cre-
ation is also not an easy
job. “They also work
hard, it's not easy. And
if their field of work is
giving them this kind of
popularity, that’s great. If
it were up to me, | could
also experiment with
social media, but | would
do something like a
poetry reading session.
It's all about what one
wants to do, and | am no
one to decide for others.
“But | always wonder
how much access | give
to people, or how much
do | indulge,” Priyanka
added.

When asked if seeing
people with social media
following being cast
ever affected her, the
actor said, “Absolutely,
I would be enraged
earlier, and also hurt,
especially if there was
mediocre work. If some-
one far talented takes
your place, you feel

motivated to do better.
However, | realised
there’s no point being
upset about it. Also, no
one has stopped us from
being on social media.
An influencer can tell
me that | am not stop-
ping you from entering
my zone, so why do
you have a problem?
The issue is that, in our
country, not many watch
plays in the theatre, but
everyone is hooked on
Instagram. So, how do |
blame filmmakers?”

Priyanka Setia added
that to avoid negativity
seeping in, she started
directing and acting.
And while she’s taken
a break from helming
commercials, given the
interference of agen-
cies, she has found a
penchant for words.
Having already writ-
ten ‘Khalabali Records’
(JioCinema), she is now
writing a play, which she
plans to soon take on
stage.

“I was writing for a
few production houses,
but now | am working
on another web series.
Once done, | will get
to pitching it to plat-
forms. It's important to
keep your mind busy
with other avenues,
given how this profes-
sion works. | am glad
that writing does bring
me joy,” the actor con-
cluded.

Twilight star Kristen Stewart
. marries Dylan Meyer

Actress Kristen Stewart and screen-
writer Dylan Meyer exchanged wedding
vows during an intimate ceremony at

she said.

their Los Angeles home. The couple
obtained their marriage license ear-
lier in the week before saying ‘1 do’ in
front of family and friends, including
pal Ashley Benson. This development
comes over three years after Stewart
confirmed her engagement to Meyer.
In an earlier interview, Stewart had
shared details about her proposal, “I
wanted to be proposed to, so | think
| very distinctly carved out what |
wanted. And, you know, she nailed it.
It was really cute. She did very well.”
Stewart had previously expressed her
desire for a low-key wedding celebra-
tion. “I want to stay home. Like, | want
to be in L.A. so everyone can come,”
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Every word spoken by constitutional functionary
guided ll_v national interest: Dhankhar

NEW DELHI, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Tuesday assert-
ed that every word spoken by
a constitutional authority is
guided by supreme national
interest, as he hit out at his crit-
ics for questioning his remarks
on a recent Supreme Court
order.

Dhankhar also said that
efforts of forces working against
the country to tarnish and run
down institutions should be
neutralised, “be it that of the
presidency”.

Asserting that Parliament
is supreme, Dhankhar said,
“There is no visualisation in the
Constitution of any authority
above Parliament. Parliament is
supreme... Let me tell you, it is
as supreme as every individual
in the country.”

A top court bench recently
prescribed a three-month time-
line for the president of India
to decide on Bills reserved by
governors for her nod.

Reacting to the directive,
Dhankhar had said that the judi-
ciary cannot play the role of a
“super Parliament” and get into
the domain of the executive.

Addressing a Delhi Univer-
sity event, he said every word
spoken by a constitutional
functionary is guided by the
supreme sublime interest of
the nation.

“l find it conceivably intrigu-
ing that some have recently
reflected that constitutional

offices can be ceremonial or

ornamental. Nothing can be far
distanced from a wrong under-
standing of the role of everyone
in this country — constitutional
functionary or a citizen,” he
said.

Stating that everyone of them
has a role, he said, “The soul
of democracy resides and pul-
sates in every citizen. Democ-
racy will blossom. Its values will
get heightened. When citizen
is alert, citizen contributes and
what a citizen contributes, there
is no substitute for that.”

Dhankhar also said that there
is no visualisation in the Con-
stitution of any authority above
Parliament.

“Part of ‘We the People’ is an
atom in democracy and that
atom has atomic power. That
atomic power is reflected during
elections and that is why we are
a democratic nation,” Dhankhar,
who is also the Rajya Sabha
chairperson, underlined.

e

Voicing concern over the
recent Supreme Court ruling
prescribing a timeline for the
president to decide on Bills,
Dhankhar on Friday said India
had not bargained for a democ-
racy where judges will legislate
and perform executive functions
and act as a “super Parliament”.

Earlier this month, the
Supreme Court had, for the
first time, prescribed that the
President should decide on the
Bills reserved for her consider-
ation by governors within three
months from the date such ref-
erence is received.

“There is a directive to the
president by a recent judge-
ment... We never bargained for
democracy for this day. Presi-
dent being called upon to decide
in a time-bound manner, and if
not, becomes law,” Dhankhar
said.

The vice-president was criti-
cised for questioning the judi-
ciary, with critics terming his

remarks “unconstitutional”.

In an apparent response to
Dhankhar’s “super Parliamet”
remark, a top court bench on
Monday said that “as it is, we
are alleged of encroaching
upon the parliamentary and
executive functions”.

Justice B R Gavai, who was
heading a bench also compris-
ing Justice Augustine George
Masih, made a similar observa-
tion in another matter.

While one matter was over the
recent violence in West Bengal
during anti-Waqf law protests,
the other plea sought a direction
to the Centre to take appropri-
ate steps to prohibit streaming
of sexually explicit and porno-
graphic content on OTT and
social media platforms.

While hearing the plea on
online content, Justice Gavai
said, “Who can control it? It
is for the Union (government)
to frame a regulation in that
regard.”

Gavai is set to be the next
chief justice of India.

In a related development,
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal
on Tuesday said everything the
apex court said was consistent
with the country’s constitutional
values and guided by national
interest.

Sibal’s remarks in a post on
X came soon after Dhankhar
asserted that every word
spoken by a constitutional func-
tionary was guided by supreme
national interest.

Mamta Banerjee blames “outsiders” for
Murshidabad violence, plans to visit in May

KOLKATA, Apr 22
(Agencies): West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
asserted that “outsiders”
were responsible for the
violence that erupted in
parts of Murshidabad
over the Waqf Act, and
said she would visit the
troubled areas in the first
week of May to evaluate
the situation.

Ms Banerjee also said
her government would
“soon expose the con-
spirators” behind the
riots that took place in

two wards of Dhulian in
the district.

“The violence was
unfortunate. We do not
want riots. Some out-
siders orchestrated it,
but we will expose them
and their conspiracy,”
she said at an admin-
istrative programme in
Midnapore.

“I have promised the
families of those killed
in the violence to give a
compensation of Rs 10
lakh each. We will also
rebuild their houses
under the ‘Banglar Bari’

scheme... | will be going
there in the first week of
May and evaluate the
situation,” Ms Banerjee
said.

Governor C V Ananda
Bose had on April 19
met family members
of a man and his son,
who were killed during
violence over anti-Waqf
(Amendment) Act pro-
tests in Murshidabad
district, and assured
them of all possible sup-
port.

At least three people,
including a father and

8 killed, 6 injured as SUV

falls off bridge onto riverbed
in MP’s Damoh district

DAMOH, Apr 22 (Agencies): Eight
persons were killed and six others
sustained injuries after an SUV fell off
a bridge onto a dry river bed in Madhya
Pradesh’s Damoh district on Tuesday,

police said.

The accident occurred near Simri vil-
lage under the Nohata police station
area around 11 am, an official said.

Superintendent of Police (SP) Shrut
Kirti Somwanshi said the SUV driver
lost control over the wheels, and the
vehicle fell off the bridge onto the dry
riverbed of the Sunar river.

He said eight of the occupants died,
and six others sustained injuries.

The official said the victims were part
of a group of residents from Jabalpur
district who were travelling in two SUVs

T
<

accident.

from Ghat Pipariya village in Damoh,
and one of the vehicles met with an

He said the injured persons were sent
to the district hospital for treatment.

-

son, died and over 280
have been arrested in

w1

connection with the vio-
lence earlier this month.
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Verdict on Tamil Nadu Bills
doesn’t cover issues raised by
Kerala government against
Governor

Centre to SC

NEW DELHI, Apr 22

(Agencies): The ver-
dict granting “deemed
assent” to 10 Tamil
Nadu bills didn’t cover
the issues raised by
Kerala Government
against the state Gov-
ernor allegedly sitting
over bills passed by
the state Assembly, the
Centre asserted before
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday.

“The Tamil Nadu judg-
ment does not cover
certain issues of this
(Kerala) case on facts.
We would like to show
those differences,”
Attorney General R
Venkataramani told a
Bench of Justice PS
Narasimha and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi.

There were certain
“factual differences”
between the two cases,
Venkataramani submit-
ted.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, repre-
senting the Kerala Gov-
ernor’s office, supported
the Attorney General.
“l am examining the
judgment,” Mehta said,
seeking time to revert.

The submissions of
the two top law officers
came after senior coun-
sel KK Venugopal sub-
mitted on behalf of the
Kerala Government that
the judgement delivered
by a Bench headed by
Justice JB Pardiwala in
the Tamil Nadu case has
framed guidelines and
set timelines for gover-
nors and the President
on granting assent to

Bills.

“The matter is covered
by the recent judgment.
The issue is what is the
time limit for reference
to the President. That's
held to be three months
based on a circular
issued by the Govern-
ment of India,” Venugo-
pal told the Bench.

The Bench agreed to
take up on May 6 the
Kerala Government’s
petitions against the
state’s Governor over
the delay in approving
Bills passed by the state
Assembly.

“We will look into that
judgement and see
whether issues raised
here are covered,” Jus-
tice Narasimha said,
posting the matter for
hearing on May 6.

The top court had ear-
lier issued notices to the
Union Ministry of Home
Affairs and the secretar-
ies of Kerala Governor
on the Kerala Govern-
ment’s petitions alleging
that the then Governor
Arif Mohammed Khan
referred certain Bills
to President Droupadi
Murmu — which still
remained pending.

In a landmark verdict,
the Supreme Court had
on April 8 set aside
Tamil Nadu Governor
RN Ravi’s decision to
withhold assent for 10
Bills, reserving them to
the President even after
they were re-enacted
by the state Assembly,
terming it “illegal and
erroneous”.

A Bench led by Jus-

tice JB Pardiwala had
declared that the 10
bills would be deemed
to have received the
Governor’s assent when
they were presented
to him for the second
time after having been
passed by the state leg-
islature again.

The Bench — which
also included Justice R
Mahadevan — had set
a three-month dead-
line for the President to
decide on Bills reserved
by Governors for her
assent.

It had also said that
the President should
obtain the advisory
opinion of the top court
on Bills referred to her
“by way of a reference
under Article 143 and
act in accordance with
the same to dispel any
apprehensions of bias,
arbitrariness or mala
fides.”

Vice President Jag-
deep Dhankhar has
openly criticised the
top court’s verdict on
Tamil Nadu Bills and
the Centre was likely
to seek a review of the
judgment.

Ruling that Governors
don’t have discretion
while exercising powers
under Article 200 of the
Constitution in deal-
ing with bills passed
by state Assemblies
presented to them, the
Supreme Court had said
that they must abide by
the advice of the Council
of Ministers.

“Once the Bill is
passed by the state
legislature and pre-
sented to the Governor
for assent, he must act
on the aid and advice
of the Council of Min-
isters as a general rule
and only in exceptional
situations... should he
reserve it for the con-
sideration of the Presi-
dent,” Justice Pardiwala
had said while deciding
on Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment’s petition against
the Governor for sitting
over Bills.

‘Highly condemnable’: Mayawati flags atrocities
against Dalits on Ambedkar Jayanti

LUCKNOW, Apr 22
(Agencies): Bahu-
jan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati on Tuesday
expressed concern over
the alleged incidents of
atrocities against Dalits
and desecration of stat-
ues of their icons, warn-
ing that if strict action is
not taken against the
offenders, the affected
communities will never
forgive the authorities.

In a post on X, the
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) supremo said,
“During the birth anni-
versary celebrations
of Bharat Ratna and
Constitution-maker

Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar, incidents
of desecration of his
statues and attacks by
feudal elements on ral-
lies and programmes
in several states were
extremely shameful.
These events exposed

the double standards of
the governments.”
Referring spedcifi-
cally to the violence
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Morena district, May-
awati termed the Killing
of a Dalit youth reported-
ly during an Ambedkar

Jayanti procession and
the injuries sustained by
several others “highly
condemnable”.

Alleging that the lack of
strict action against the
culprits raises questions
about the role of the
state government, May-
awati said, “The govern-
ment’s complicity in the
matter cannot be ruled
out.” She also urged
both the Centre and all
state governments to
take these incidents with
utmost seriousness.

“If strict measures are
not taken to stop the
atrocities against Dalits
and to prevent the dis-

respect of their great
saints, gurus and icons,
these communities will
never forgive the author-
ities,” she warned.

“These caste-based
incidents make it clear
that the programmes
organised by the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments on occasions like
Ambedkar Jayanti are
nothing but a decep-
tive move to woo Dalit
voters,” she alleged.

She also appealed to
Dalits to stay alert and
not fall for the “double-
faced character and
tactics” of such political
parties.

AMRELI, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): A trainee pilot was
killed when a trainer aircraft
belonging to a private avia-
tion academy crashed in a
residential area in Gujarat’s
Amreli district on Tuesday
afternoon and caught fire, a
police official said.

into a residential area in the
Giriya Road area of Amreli
town at around 12:30 pm due
to unknown reasons, killing
the trainee pilot on the spot,
said Amreli Superintendent
of Police, Sanjay Kharat.
The pilot was flying solo.
The aircraft had taken off
The plane fell on a tree from the Amreli airport, he
before crashing into an open added.
plot. After it crashed near Shas-
The aircraft crash-landed tri Nagar area, the plane

caught fire and engulfed in
flames, said Kharat.

“After taking off from the
Amreli airport with a male tion academy provides pilot
trainee pilot, the trainer air- training from the Amreli air-
craft of an aviation academy, port.
which operates from the air- The SP said local police
port, crashed into a residen- have started the process to
tial area. lodge a case of accidental

The trainee pilot, who was death and investigation to
flying solo, died in the crash find out the exact cause of
while the aircraft was gutted the crash.
in flames. No one else was Four teams of local fire

injured in the accident,” said
Kharat.
He said a Delhi-based avia-

brigade rushed to Shastri-
nagar upon learning about
the plane crash and resultant
fire in the aircraft, said fire
officer SC Gadhvi.

“Though the plane crashed
into a residential area, no one
else was injured because it
first fell on a tree and then
crashed into an open plot.
The fire was eventually
brought under control by our
teams,” he said.
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Australia Election: Early voting hegins as Albanese

Early voting has begun in Australia’s federal election, with PM Albanese’s Labor

holding a slim lead over Peter Dutton’s conservatives, as Dutton faces criticism
over Trump-style policies.

CANBERRA, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): Early voting in the Austra-
lian election began on Tuesday,
with Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese’s centre-left Labor
party holding a slim lead over
the conservative opposition
coalition.

A steady increase in early and
postal voting means as many
as half of eligible Australians
will cast their ballots before the
May 3 election date, according
to data from the country’s elec-
tion commission.

The beginning of voting coin-
cides with a slump in popularity
of the opposition Liberal Party
leader Peter Dutton, who has
struggled to shake off perceived
ideological closeness to U.S.
President Donald Trump.

Dutton was forced to aban-
don a policy that would have
required federal government

Passenger truck falls into a

workers to return to the office
full time while cutting tens of
thousands of public sector
jobs, seen as taking inspiration
from Trump and his Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency
(DOGE), set up by Elon Musk.

Albanese has surged in the
polls from a deficit of six points

against Dutton’s conservative
coalition as recently as Janu-
ary to alead of as much as nine
points earlier this month.
Polling from Newspoll released
on Sunday showed Labor held a
four-point lead over the opposi-
tion when votes from smaller
parties are redistributed as

22

part of the country’s preferen-
tial voting system where voters
rank their choices.

“There’s no complacency from
my camp, | assure you of that,”
Albanese told a press confer-
ence.

“This election is certainly up
for grabs.”

He pointed to the 2019 federal
election, when some betting
firms paid out early on a Labor
victory, in an election that was
ultimately won by Liberal leader
Scott Morrison.

Campaigning in the election,
where voting is compulsory for
Australians over 18, is expected
to be subdued on Tuesday fol-
lowing the death of Pope Fran-
cis.

Dutton and Albanese are due
to meet in a third and final tele-
vised election debate on Tues-
day evening.

ravine in southern Pakistan,
killing at least 13

MULTAN, Apr 22
(Agencies): A speeding
truck carrying laborers,
women and children fell
into a ravine in southern
Pakistan, killing at least
13 people and injuring
20 others, police said
Tuesday.

The road accident
occurred overnight in
Jamshoro district in
southern Sindh prov-
ince, city police chief
Saddique Changra told
reporters.

Hospital officials said
some of the injured
were in critical condi-
tion.

According to local

media, the accident
happened as dozens
of laborers were return-
ing to their homes in
Sindh’s Badin district
after harvesting wheat
in the southwestern

¥
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province of Balochistan.

Road accidents are
common in Pakistan,
where highways and
roads are poorly main-
tained and traffic laws
are widely ignored.

(Agencies): The case
of Baloch human rights
activist Dr Mahrang
Baloch has been offi-
cially accepted for
review by the United
Nations Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention,
as reported by agency.
The case was submit-
ted by Kurtulus Basti-
mar, an international
legal advisor repre-
senting Dr Baloch. He
confirmed the develop-
ment in a statement on
social media. “l am glad
to inform you that the
UN Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention is
going to start examining
the individual applica-
tion that | submitted on
behalf of my client Mah-

rang Baloch,” he said in
a post on X, as reported
by agency.

Bastimar mentioned
that he would head to
Geneva to communi-
cate directly with UN
agencies concerning
the case.

Dr Mahrang Baloch,
who serves as the main

Islamist leader killed in Israeli strike south of Beirut: official

BEIRUT, Apr 22 (Agencies): A
military leader of Jamaa Islami-
ya, a Lebanese Islamist group
allied with Palestinian group
Hamas, was killed Tuesday in
an Israeli strike south of Beirut,
a security official told agency.

According to the Lebanese
Civil Defence, “an Israeli drone
targeted a car” near the coastal
town of Damour, about 20 kilo-
metres south of Beirut, and res-
cuers recovered a man’s body
from the vehicle.

The security official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said
the strike killed Hussein Atoui,
a leader of Jamaa Islamiya’s

armed wing, the Al-Fajr Forces.

The group is closely linked
to both Hamas and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah.

It has claimed responsibil-
ity for multiple attacks against
Israel during more than a year of
cross-border hostilities, includ-
ing two months of all out war,
before a November ceasefire.

Israel has regularly carried out
strikes since the truce came into
effect, and two unclaimed rocket
attacks from Lebanon targeting
Israel were reported on March
22 and 28.

The Lebanese army
announced last week that it had

arrested several Lebanese and
Palestinians responsible for the
shooting, which a security offi-
cial said included three Hamas

members.

Israel said it killed two senior
members of Hezbollah in a
series of air strikes.

South Korea mulls “necessary facility” in Yellow Sea
after China erects steel structure in disputed waters

SEQUL, Apr 22 (Agencies):
South Korea is contemplating
the establishment of a “neces-
sary facility” in its overlapping
territorial waters with China in
the Yellow Sea as a response
to Beijing’s deployment of a
steel structure in the region, as
reported by agency.

Reports from South Korean
media indicate that the struc-
ture, measuring 50 meters (164
feet) in both height and diam-
eter, is the latest of three Chi-
nese installations in the area.
Beijing has asserted that all of
the structures are intended for
aquaculture.

“From the standpoint of safe-
guarding our maritime terri-
tory, we take this matter very
seriously in terms of a propor-
tional response,” stated South
Korea’s oceans minister Kang
Do-hyung, adding that the gov-
ernment must first determine
“what type of facility is neces-
sary at which level,” as quoted
by agency.

“We are lodging a strong pro-
test with China through diplo-
matic means. We regard this
issue with the highest serious-
ness, considering its signifi-
cance and our commitment to

protecting our maritime terri-
tory,” Kang remarked, as cited
by agency.

following media reports suggest-
ing that the disputed structure is
an old oil rig previously used in
the Middle East. The structure,
which features a helipad, dis-
plays “Atlantic Amsterdam” on
its surface, the name of an oil rig
constructed by France in 1982.

The overlapping claims of
South Korea and China over
sections of the Yellow Sea are
governed by a provisional mea-
sures zone (PMZ) designed to
avert conflicts between the two
nations. Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson Guo Jiakun
reiterated that the structure was
intended for aquaculture.

“China has provided relevant
information and kept communi-
cation lines open with the ROK
through channels such as the
maritime affairs dialogue and
cooperation mechanism. We
hope the ROK will consider this
matter objectively and rational-
ly,” he commented, as stated in
the agency.

Notwithstanding the existing
agreement, China has report-
edly constructed several large
steel structures, including two
in April and May last year, and
another this year, which has
raised concerns in South Korea
regarding potential territorial
disputes.
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Gaza rescuers say seven
killed in Israeli air strikes

GAZA, Apr 22 (Agen-

cies): Gaza’'s civil
defence agency said
Tuesday that seven
people were killed in
fresh Israeli air strikes
across the Hamas-run
territory.

“The occupation
launched violent air
strikes on Gaza City
and the towns of Beit
Lahia, Beit Hanoun,
and Khan Yunis, killing
seven civilians,” civil

organiser for the Baloch
Yakjehti Committee
(BYC), was appre-
hended a month prior
while participating in a
peaceful sit-in protest
in Quetta. She faces
charges under Paki-
stan’s anti-terrorism leg-
islation, which includes
accusations of sedition

defence spokesman
Mahmoud Bassal told

agency.

Four people were
killed in the Al-Rimal
area near Gaza City,
two in Al-Sabra west of
Gaza City and one in
Khan Yunis.

“The occupation also
destroyed more than
10 homes east of Gaza
City and in Rafah,” he
added.

The Israeli military,

and murder. Human
rights groups have
labelled these charges
as “politically motivated”
and have demanded her
immediate release, as
reported by agency.
Demonstrations
and sit-ins took place
throughout Balochistan,
including in Turbat,
Gwadar, Khuzdar, and
various other regions.
UN human rights experts
have previously raised
concerns regarding her
detention and the wider
crackdown on politi-
cal dissent in the area.
The UN Working Group
on Arbitrary Detention
looks into cases of sup-
posed unlawful deten-
tion and is empowered
to request information

which did not imme-
diately comment, has
intensified its aerial
bombardments and
expanded its ground
operations in the Gaza
Strip since it resumed
its offensive in the
besieged Palestinian
territory on March 18.

Gaza’s civil defence
agency on Monday
accused the Israeli
military of carrying
out “summary execu-
tions” in the killing of
15 rescue workers last
month, rejecting the
findings of an internal
probe by the army.

At least 1,691 people
have been killed in
Gaza since the military
resumed its offensive,
bringing the total death
toll since the war erupt-
ed to at least 51,065,
according to the health
ministry in Hamas-run
Gaza.

UN to review detention of Baloch activist Mahrang Baloch
GENEVA, Apr

from governments.

This review of the case
is regarded as a pivotal
development in raising
global awareness about
human rights abuses in
Balochistan.

Basic rights such as
freedom of speech,
political expression, and
access to education are
frequently suppressed.
Military operations in
Balochistan have led to
widespread displace-
ment and fear. Despite
repeated calls from
human rights organisa-
tions, the plight of the
Baloch remains largely
ignored, fueling frustra-
tion, resentment, and a
growing demand for jus-
tice and autonomy.

Vatican announces funeral
for Pope Francis on Saturday

VATICAN CITY, Apr
22 (Agencies): The body
of the late Pope Francis
will be transferred to St.
Peter’s Basilica on April
23 to lie in state until
his funeral on Saturday
morning, the Vatican
announced on Tuesday.

The Vatican has also
released images of
Pope Francis in an
open coffin, dressed in
a red robe with the papal
mitre on his head and a
rosary in his hand. The
pictures were taken in
the chapel of the Casa
Santa Marta, Pope
Francis’s residence at
the Vatican.

The Holy See Press
Office announced
today that Pope Fran-
cis’ funeral Mass will
take place on Saturday,
April 26 at 10:00 AM in
St. Peter’s Square, the
open ground in front
of St Peter’s Basilica.
Cardinals had met this
morning to decide on
the date of the funeral.

The dean of the Col-
lege of Cardinals,
Giovanni Battista Re,
will lead the funeral
service. At the end of
the funeral, Cardinal
Re will deliver the final
commendation--a con-
cluding prayer in which
the Pope will be formally
entrusted to God--and
the body will be moved
to St. Mary Major for
burial.

On Wednesday, the
coffin containing the
Pope’s body will be car-
ried from the chapel of
the Casa Santa Marta to
St. Peter’s Basilica for
the faithful to pay their

respects, the VAtican
said.

Cardinal Kevin Farrell,
Camerlengo of the Holy
Roman Church, will
preside over the rite of
translation on April 23,
which will begin at 9:00
AM with a moment of
prayer. The procession
will pass through Santa
Marta Square and the
Square of the Roman
Protomartyrs, according
to the Holy See Press
Office.

The procession will
then exit through the
Arch of the Bells into
St. Peter’s Square and
enter the Vatican Basil-
ica through the central
door. At the Altar of the
Confession, the Car-
dinal Camerlengo will
preside over the Lit-
urgy of the Word, at the
conclusion of which the
visits to the body of the
Roman Pontiff will com-
mence.

World leaders are
likely to attend the
funeral. U.S. President
Donald Trump indicat-
ed on Monday that he
and First Lady Melania
Trump will attend the
Pope’s funeral at the
Vatican.

“Melania and | will be
going to the funeral of
Pope Francis, in Rome,”
Trump posted on his
social media platform
Truth Social on Monday
afternoon. “We look for-
ward to being there!”.
He added: “He’s a very
good man who loved the
world. And he especially
loved people that were
having a hard time. And
that's good with me.”

The Director of the
Directorate of Health
and Hygiene of the
Vatican City State, Dr.
Andrea Arcangeli had
on Monday evening
released the official
medical report on the
death of Pope Francis,
which was confirmed
through electrocardio-
graphic thanatography.

According to the medi-
cal report, the 88-year-
old Pope had a prior
history of acute respira-
tory failure caused by
multimicrobial bilateral
pneumonia, multiple
bronchiectases, high
blood pressure, and
Type |l diabetes.

The rite of the certifica-
tion of death and place-
ment in the coffin took
place on Monday eve-
ning at 8:00 PM in the
chapel on the ground
floor of the late Pope’s
residence in the Casa
Santa Marta.

According to his
wishes Pope Francis
will be laid to rest in
Rome’s Basilica of St
Mary and will become
the first Pope in more
than a century not to be
buried in the Vatican, in
the crypt of St Peter’s
Basilica.

He also requested to
be buried in a simple
wooden casket, unlike
other Popes who were
buried in the traditional
three nesting coffins
made of cypress, lead
and oak.

Meanwhile, mourners
from around the world
continue to flow into St
Peter’'s Square to pay
their last respects.
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Earth Day 2025 celebrated
at GDC

Top News Report

NAGROTA, Apr 22:
Government Degree
College (GDC) Nagrota
marked Earth Day with
enthusiasm and pur-
pose, highlighting envi-
ronmental responsibility
under the global theme
“Our Power, Our Planet.”
An oath-taking ceremo-
ny was organized by
Eco club Sangrakshak
of the College. Students
pledged their dedication
to sustainability through,
committing to adopt
eco-friendly practices in
their daily lives.

To amplify the impact,

the event was officially
registered on www.
earthday.org, ensuring
wider recognition and
engagement with global
Earth Day initiatives.

A major focus of the
celebration was solid
waste segregation and
plastic waste collec-
tion. Students actively
participated in sepa-
rating biodegradable
and non-biodegradable
waste, reinforcing the
importance of respon-
sible waste disposal.

The plastic waste col-
lection drive aimed to
reduce environmental
pollution, encouraging

proper recycling and
disposal methods.

Through these initia-
tives, GDC Nagrota
demonstrated its unwav-
ering commitment to
protecting the planet
and inspiring others to
take action toward a
greener future.

Principal of the College
Prof. Anjali Mahajan in
her address highlight-
ed the theme of shift-
ing towards renewable
energy and reducing
reliance on fossil fuels.
She further added that
the goal is to triple clean
electricity production by
2030.

GDCMarh
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MARHEEN, Apr 22:
The Eco Club and
Department of Envi-
ronmental Science of
GDC Marheen in col-
laboration with Govt.
High School Marheen
celebrated Earth Day
by organizing different
activities like posters
making on the theme
“Importance of Earth
Day” and QR were gen-
erated to drag the infor-

Top News Report

mation regarding the
identification, medicinal
property of a plant and
open house discussion
on the topic How to
conserve Mother Earth
in the College premises.
The programme was
organized under the
patronage of Principal
of the college Prof. (Dr.)
Anupama Gupta. In her
address, she highlighted
that we all work together
to save Earth, ease suf-
ferings and lessen the

shattering economic
and social consequenc-
es. Moreover, we must
protect our planet from
all the threats of climate
disruption.

The whole event
was managed by Prof.
Anoop Sharma (Con-
vener, Eco Club) and
Prof. Amitika (HOD,
Department of EVS),
Dr. Balbinder Singh, Dr.
Munisha Devi, and Prof.
Manu Saini (Members,
Eco Club).

Over 8.15lakh people visited Tulip Garden

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 22: The Indira
Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden in Sri-
nagar, Asia’s largest tulip garden, will
close for visitors on April 24, marking
the end of another successful season.
The garden, located in the foothills of
the Zabarwan Range overlooking the
Dal Lake, was thrown open to the public

on March 26.

The garden witnessed a record footfall
this year, with over 8.15 lakh visitors in

less than a month.

Of the total, around 66 percent were

domestic tourists from across the coun-

try, nearly one percent were internation-

al travelers, while the rest comprised
local residents.

Officials said the surge in tourist arriv-
als reflects the growing popularity of the
Tulip Garden as a major spring attrac-
tion in the Kashmir Valley. The bloom
period typically lasts for about a month,
depending on weather conditions.

Every year, the garden draws thou-

sands of visitors eager to witness the
vibrant display of over a million tulips

of different varieties and colors spread

over 30 hectares.

GDC Paloura in collaboration with
RMMC organize medical camp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: Govt.
Degree College Palou-
ra in collaboration with
RamakKrishna Mission
Medical centre Jammu
organised a Free Medi-
cal Camp under the
guidance and supervi-
sion of Principal, Dr.
Kulvinder Kour.

She was pleased to
announce the success-
ful organization of a free
medical camp at the
College for students.

The camp featured
specialized team of doc-
tors from Rama Krishan
Mission Medical centre,
Jammu who gave con-
sultations and fee check
up to students.

The team included Dr.
B D Sharma General
Physician, Ex Director
Health Department, Dr.
Sudesh Gupta, special-
ist in Anorectal disor-
ders, Dr. Twinkle Gupta,
Ayurvedic Physician and

Panchkarma Specialist,
Dr. Sheetal, Gynaecolo-
gist and Dr. Tanu Gan-
dotra, Dentist and Dr.
Poonam.

The camp commenced
with a formal welcome
address of Dr. Sanjay
Kotwal, Head Depart-
ment of Zoology. After-
wards Principal, Dr. Kul-
vinder Kour highlighted
the colleges commit-
ment to fostering a
holistic development of
students.

GDC Mahanpur organizes
Poshan Pakhwada
valedictory programme

Top News Report

MAHANPUR, Apr
22: The Department of
Political Science at Gov-
ernment Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Mahanpur
organized the Poshan
Pakhwada Valedictory
Programme held from
April 8 to 22, 2025
under the guidance of
Dr. Sangeeta Sudan,
Principal of the College.

The event aimed to
raise awareness about
the importance of bal-
anced nutrition and
healthy dietary habits
among students and
faculty.

An informative lecture
delivered by Sheetal
Bhadwal a semester
2nd student. Her pre-
sentation on “Poshan
Pakhwada: Importance
of a Balanced Diet’was
well-received, as she
elaborated on the
essential components
of a nutritious diet and
its impact on physical
and mental well-being.

The Chief Guest of the
programme, Principal
Dr. Sangeeta Sudan,
graced the occasion
with her insightful
speech. She stressed
the importance of a bal-
anced diet in maintain-
ing good health, partic-
ularly for students, and

encouraged everyone
to adopt healthy eating
habits. Her address was
both motivational and
educational, leaving a
lasting impression on
the students.

Dr. Yog Raj Sharma,
HOD of Political Sci-
ence, delivered the
welcome address and
vote of thanks to the
Principal, Dr. Sangeeta
Sudan, faculty members
and students for making
the event a great suc-
cess and emphasiz-
ing the significance of
Poshan Pakhwada in
promoting a healthier
society.

The Poshan Pakh-
wada Valedictory Pro-
gramme served as an
excellent platform to
educate the college
community about nutri-
tion and health, aligning
with the national mis-
sion of “Swasth Bharat,
Poshan Bharat.

The staff members
who were present in
the Programme were
Dr. Mohinder Nath
Sharma, Dr. Nishu, Dr.
Hilal Ahmed Bhat, Dr.
Babli, Dr. Anju Bala, Dr.
Suhail Ahmed Dar, Prof.
Namita Trogia, Prof.
Sameeksha Sharma.
More than 70 students
participated in the Pro-
gramme.

Environment extends
beyond academic
excellence. Swami
Vijayeshananda Medi-
cal Incharge of Ramak-
rishna Mission Medical
Centre Jammu noted
that the recent medi-
cal camp serves as a
testament to this com-
mitment, emphasizing
dedication to the health
and well-being of its
community.

He expressed the
institute’s eagerness to

EJM College C

LEH, Apr 22: The
Chairman/CEC, LAHDC
Leh, Adv. Tashi Gyalson
was called on by LEAF,
Students Unions presi-
dent Padma Stanzin
and Student Council of
Eliezer Joldan Memorial
College, Leh.

The delegation includ-
ed Padma Stanzin,
Chief Coordinator Leaf
All Students’ Unions;
Stanzin Rigdol, Presi-

continue such impactful
initiatives in the future.

Doctors from RamakK-
rishna Mission Medical
Centre offered essential
healthcare services to
the campus students
and the surrounding
community.

This initiative reflects
institutions commitment
to the well-being of its
community, emphasiz-
ing the importance of
accessible healthcare

alls on CEC, LAHDC Leh

dent of the Students’
Council EJM College;
Vice Presidents Saras-
wati Roka and Stanzin
Rangdol, and Executive
Members Stanzin Chos-
gyal and Sonam Angmo.

On behalf of the stu-
dent body, the student
Council extended grati-
tude to the CEC for
his continued support
so far, particularly for
ensuring the success-
ful celebration of Bhoti
Day, the smooth execu-

services. The medi-
cal camp witnessed a
significant turnout, with
students expressing
their gratitude for the
convenience and care
provided by the medical
professionals. The Gyn-
aecologist offered con-
sultations on Women'’s
health issues, while the
Dentist provided dental
check-ups and guidance
on oral hygiene.

The medical camp
was culminated with the
formal vote of thanks
by Dr. Vishal Magotra,
Head of History Depart-
ment of the college.

The program was
anchored by Suneha
and Vivek, students
of semester 6th. GDC
Paloura remains dedi-
cated to organizing
more such initiatives in
the future, fostering a
healthy and supportive
environment for its com-
munity.

tion of the removing
unwarranted structure
near EJM College gate
initiative, and the recent
sanctioning of a footover
bridge project.

The delegation also
apprised the CEC of
their upcoming Sports
Fest at EJM College
Leh and sought support
to make the event a suc-
cess. H'CEC assured
the delegation of coun-
cil’s full support.
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12 tourists injured
interror attack in
Pahalgam

injured tourists were admitted
there and the condition of all of
them was stable.

A little earlier, security forces
rushed to Baisaran meadows
in Pahalgam tourist town after
sounds of gunfire were heard, a
senior police official said here.
The incident comes when Kash-
mir is witnessing a surge in tourist
arrivals after reeling under militan-
cy for years.

Also, the 38-day Amarnath pilgrim-
age is scheduled to begin on July
3. Lakhs of pilgrims from across the
country travel to the cave shrine
from the twin routes — the tradi-
tional 48-km Pahalgam route in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag district
and the 14-km shorter but steep
Baltal route in Ganderbal district.

Restoring traffic on
Jammu-Srinagar
highway within 24

in the hilly district for the second
day to assess the ground situation
and to meet the affected families.

“We have to keep in mind that
rumours spread very fast here and
so | do not want the people to start
queuing outside petrol pumps (in
Kashmir). That was the reason, |
have asked the concerned depart-
ment to send some fuel tankers
through Mughal road to Kashmir
to convey a message to the people
that we have the means to deliver
the supplies,” he said.

Asked whether he would raise
the issue of massive hike in air-
fares to and from Kashmir after the
highway closure, the chief minister
said he had not paid attention to
the matter yet.

“We will fix the roads, and deliver
relief and supplies to people. Then
we will start paying attention to the
issue of airfares,” he said.

Abdullah said his administra-
tion is doing a damage assess-
ment and making arrangements
to provide ration and water to the

affected families.

“We will announce free ration
from Jammu for the people who
have suffered the most. | will
prepare the documents for this
as soon as possible. The deputy
commissioner was asked to start a
community kitchen for the people
who have nothing to eat. We are
also arranging water tankers,” he
said.

Bidhuri, divisional commissioner
(Kashmir), has again appealed to
people in the Valley not to indulge
in panic buying as there are suf-
ficient stocks of foodgrains and
petroleum products to last for a
fortnight.

People have been mobbing fill-
ing stations across the Valley to
buy petrol and diesel much beyond
their daily requirement.

“This panic buying can result
in depleting the stocks as we are
noticing three times more rush of
motorists than usual each day,”
said the attendant at a filling sta-
tion in Ganderbal district.

The Mughal Road connecting the
south Kashmir Shopian district with
Rajouri district of Jammu division is
at present open for one-way traffic
for light motor vehicles (LMVs).

The blockade of the Jammu-Sri-
nagar highway has also created a
rush for air tickets as tourists and
locals going out of the Valley prefer
air travel over the uncertainty of
surface travel.

Wanted criminal
dies in scuffle with
police while trying
to escape custody

in Jammu

“All required legal proceedings
have been initiated,” he said.

A case under relevant sections of
law has been registered at Bishnah
police station and further investiga-
tion is underway, the spokesman

said.

Thirteen Candi-
dates from J&K
qualify UPSC 2025,
Many already in
Government
service

and Peerzada Umer at 818.

This year’s UPSC results were
led nationally by Aditya Srivastava,
an engineering graduate from IIT
Kanpur, with four women also
figuring in the top ten. The suc-
cessful candidates will now be allo-
cated various services, including
the Indian Administrative Service
(IAS), Indian Police Service (IPS),
and Indian Foreign Service (IFS),
depending on their rank and pref-
erences.

The achievements of the thir-
teen candidates from Jammu and
Kashmir have drawn praise from
officials and civil society alike, with
many noting that their success
offers inspiration to thousands of
young aspirants across the Union

Territory. The presence of multiple
in-service officers in the final list
is also being seen as a sign of
increasing ambition and dedication
within the region’s administrative
and policing ranks.

Body of 18-year-old
with bullet injury
found in Jammu
Park, Suicide
suspected

shot himself with a pistol belong-
ing to his father, police said.

The motive is being ascertained,
and police are also probing wheth-
er the weapon was licensed or not,
they said.

increased due to heavy rains in
the upper areas through which the
river passes.
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GDC R S Pura secures Certificate of

Merit in
Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 22: Sarbjeet
Hira, a talented student from
Government Degree College
(GDC) R.S. Pura, has been hon-
oured with a Certificate of Merit
for his outstanding performance
in the 2nd Annual Prof Shailen-
dra Singh Jamwal Memo-
rial Debate Competition-2025
organized by the Department
of Student Welfare, University
of Jammu.

The prestigious event, held on
April 21, 2025 brought together
some of the brightest debaters
from colleges and university of
Jammu across the region.

On the topic “Regulation of
Social Media is a threat to
Freedom of Expression”, the
participants engaged in thought-
provoking discussions on con-

temporary topics, showcasing
their eloquence, critical thinking,
and persuasive skills.
Sarbjeet’s compelling argu-
ments, confident delivery,
and in-depth analysis of the
debate topic earned him this
distinguished recognition. His
achievement highlights the aca-
demic excellence and competi-

tive spirit nurtured at GDC R.S.
Pura.

Principal Prof Dr Preetpal
Kour and the faculty of GDC
R.S. Pura extended their heart-
felt congratulations to Sarbjeet,
commending his dedication and
hard work. “This accomplish-
ment reflects not only Sarbjeet’s
talent but also the college’s

JU Debate Competltlon

commitment to fostering intel-
lectual growth and extracurricu-
lar excellence,” stated Prof Dr
Preetpal Kour.

The University of Jammu
praised all participants for their
enthusiasm and high standard
of debate, emphasizing the
importance of such platforms
in shaping future leaders and
thinkers.

Sarbjeet expressed gratitude
to his mentors, peers, and the
college for their unwavering
support.

“This recognition motivates
me to strive harder and contrib-
ute meaningfully to such intel-
lectual endeavors,” he said.

GDCR.S. Pura takes immense
pride in Sarjeet’s achievement
and looks forward to more such
accomplishments from its stu-
dents in the future.

Jackson Dancing Group
Jammu presents musical play

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: Jack-
son Dancing Group
Jammu presents a
musical play at a mega
art & cultural event at
Abhinav Theatre Jammu
which was organised by
Master Sansar Chand
Baru Memorial Trust
and Tourism Depart-
ment, Northern Zone
on the eve of celebrating
national-level Baisakhi
Festival 2025.

The dance perfor-
mance a true love
story of two lovers from
Jammu & Himachal
titled “Kunju Chanchloo”

was performed by J.R
Sharma and Poonam
Sharma, Pooja Loach
and Harikirt jijj. The per-
formance was appreci-
ated by the audience
and gave nonstop clap-

pings.

On the same day a
paintings camp will bring
together eminent artists
from seven States, Art-
ists include Amit Anand,
M. Akram Khan, Vijay
Anand, Sonam Sikar-
war, Sharmila Sharma,
Suman Dogreand Rakhi
Kumar participated and
create paintings while
Ritu Singh will coordi-

nate the art camp, local
flavours will be highlight-
ed through folk music,
classical dance perfor-
mances and a Dogri
musical opera.

Renowned Kathak
dancer Gauri Diwakar
will grace the stage with
a classical dance perfor-
mance and J.R Sharma
and Poonam Sharma
also performed Gittru
folk dance”’Aa Gorie Aa
Shouoa.

The event has gar-
nered support of several
prominent personalities
from the region. Notably,
Ritu Singh, a member of
the royal family and R.K
Suman, Deputy Director
General of ‘Incredible
India’, are key support-
ers of this initiative.

Adding to the local
charm, SHO Rakesh
Jamwal of PS Kacchi
Chhawni will showcase
his musical talent.The
programme was proced-
ing was Bindia Ticku.

Anuradha Rishi,
President of the Trust,
said: “Our aim is to
connect the youth with
their roots-through art,
through culture. We've
managed to change
mindsets, bring art to
places where no fes-
tivals ever happened
and spark a new cultural
awakening.

CDPO Gandhi Nagar organises
Poshan Pakhwada 2025
awareness programme

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22:
CDPO Gandhi Nagar
organised Poshan Pak-
hwada 2025 awareness
programme. Joint Direc-
tor Poshan J&K, Vinod
Behnal was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.
Event was attended by
various beneficiaries
of Anganwadi Centres-
Pregnant Ladies, Nurs-
ing Mothers, children
(3-6 years) along with
Sanginis, Sahayikas
and Supervisors of
Poshan project Gandhi
Nagar.

Awareness was gen-
erated through medium
of cultural programme
based on 4 themes
of Poshan Pakhwada
2025 which are First
1000 days of child,
popularization of Benefi-
ciary module of Poshan

Tracker, Community
sensitisation of Mal-
nutrition protocol, and
addressing childhood
obesity.

Joint Director Poshan
addressed beneficiaries
and field functionaries
on successful imple-
mentation of goals of
Poshan Abhiyan Jan
Andolan. CDPO Gandhi
Nagar addressed partic-
ipants about the role of
Community mobilization
as well as community
participation, for suc-
cessful achievements of
goals of Poshan Abhi-
yan.

State Coordinator
Poshan Tracker J&K,
Ankush Sharma graced
the occasion. He sen-
sitized Anganwadi
workers on the theme
of Popularization of
Beneficiary module of
Poshan Tracker.

Godrej leads way in trust, reliability with BIS, ISO certified security Safes

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr22: The Godrej
Enterprises Group’s Security
Solutions Business continues to
empower customers with certi-
fied, superior security solutions,
demonstrating its unwavering
dedication to consumer aware-
ness.

As security needs evolve, trust
and reliability have become
more important than ever. Cer-
tified products not only protect
consumers but also strengthen
confidence in the security solu-
tions they rely on. By adhering
to stringent certification stan-
dards such as BIS (Bureau of
Indian Standards) and I1SO, the
brand continues to set industry
benchmarks, enabling consum-
ers to make informed decisions
with assurance.

Pushkar Gokhale, Executive
Vice President and Business
Head of the Security Solutions
Business of Godrej Enterprises
Group, emphasized the role of
certification in consumer protec-
tion, stating, “In today’s evolv-
ing security landscape, ensuring
that consumers receive certi-
fied, reliable, and high-quality
products is crucial. BIS and
ISO certifications serve as key
benchmarks, reinforcing our
steadfast pursuit of excellence.
The Quality Control Order that
mandates Safe manufacturers
to sell only Certified Safes is a
great step towards encourag-

ing only Certified products only
(QCO). This reulation empowers
jewelers community to access
high quality Safes from all sup-
pliers with we leading this initia-
tive. we go beyond compliance,
advocating for higher industry
standards and raising aware-
ness about the significance of
certified security solutions. We
truly believe that an informed
consumer is an empowered
consumer, and our goal is to
enable them to make choices
that provide both assurance and
peace of mind. We have been

instrumental in being thought
leaders by actively educating
Jewellers Pan India about the
importance of buying only Cer-
tified Safes through press con-
ferences in Jewellery hubs like
Jaipur, Surat, Lucknow, Kolha-
pur and more. Our efforts have
been extended beyond compli-
ance—we continue to actively
educate Jewellers about the
value of certified products,
enabling them to make informed
decisions.

The Security Solutions Busi-
ness of Godrej Enterprises

Group has consistently led
industry advancements, setting
new benchmarks for product
reliability. Its newly launched
Defender Aurum Pro Royal —
India’s first Class E BIS-cer-
tified Safe and other security
solutions serve a wide range of
users, from Jewellers , BFSI and
institutional sectors to house-
holds alike, ensuring that both
businesses and individuals ben-
efit from trusted security solu-
tions.This growing adoption of
certified products underscores
the increasing demand for secu-
rity solutions that offer not just
protection but also confidence
and peace of mind.

With the rapid expansion of
smart home technology, secu-
rity solutions are becoming an
integral part of modern living.
Currently, smart home penetra-
tion stands at approximately 10
percent, with projections indi-
cating growth to 20-25 percent
by 2030. This upward trend
highlights the growing need for
certified security solutions that
align with evolving consumer
expectations.

By actively engaging with
industry stakeholders and main-
taining global quality standards,
the Security Solutions Business
of Godrej Enterprises Group
remains dedicated to reinforcing
consumer trust through trans-
parency, innovation, and an
unwavering focus on reliability.

World Earth Day observed at JIAR
with “Our Power, Our Planet”

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: Under
a warm spring sKky,
the Jammu Institute of
Ayurveda and Research
(JIAR) came alive with
youthful energy as stu-
dents and faculty gath-
ered to honor World
Earth Day. With the stir-
ring theme “Our Power,
Our Planet,” the event
unfolded in two vibrant
acts: a creative show-
case of posters and
slogans by Final Prof
and 2nd Prof students,
followed by a hands in
the soil plantation drive
across the verdant col-
lege campus.

In the morning ses-
sion, auditoria walls
blossomed with color
and conviction. Each
poster—brimming with
swirling greens, blues,
and sunlit golds—spoke
of hope, resilience, and
the promise of renew-
able energy.

This creative tableau
was orchestrated by Dr.
Neeru Bharti, Associate
Professor of Shalakya
Tantra, whose opening
remarks wove together
scientific insight and
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poetic urgency. “Today,
we stand at a cross-
roads,” she told the
assembled students.
“The choices we make—
our power sources, our
daily habits—will shape
every living being on
Earth. Let us choose
wisely, choose renew-
ably, choose our shared
future.” As the sun
climbed higher, partici-
pants traded pens for
saplings. Ladders of
hope were planted in
neat rows: native fruit
trees, medicinal shrubs,
and flowering speci-
mens destined to shelter
bees and birds. Togeth-
er, students and staff
labored joyfully, turning
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soil into promise. Every
handful of earth pressed
around a young trunk
whispered of carbon
captured, shade given,
and ecosystems rebuilt.

By day’s end, the
JIAR campus had
transformed into a living
manifesto of sustain-
ability. Around them,
newly rooted saplings
pointed heavenward,
a testament to collec-
tive action and forward
thinking resolve. In the
words of one enthusi-
astic student volunteer,
“We're not just planting
trees—we’re planting
belief: that each of us
holds the power to heal
our planet.”

Diva International Foundation
organises medical camp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: Diva
International Founda-
tion, a National NGO,
in collaboration with
Jammu and Kashmir
Police organised free
Mega Multi -Specil-
ity Health Camp under
Civic Action Programme
at Baspur , R. S. Pura.

The Camp Was Ina-
gurated by DIG / SSP
Jammu in presence of
team of Doctors , team of
Diva International Foun-
dation , Local Adminis-
tration and Local Police
Department.

More than 400 plus
patients took benefit of
the camp.

The Camp was mainly
supported by Ujala
Cygnus JK Medicity
Hospital , Sharp Sight
Hospital and Director-
ate of ISM , J&K.

Free distribution of
both allopathic and
Ayurvedic medicines
were provided to the

beneficiaries and basic
tests of blood sugar and
blood pressure monitor-
ing was done by medical
experts .

All doctors, para
medics and volunteers
were facilitated by SP
Security Irshad Ahmed .

Amardeep Singh
Sasan CEO and Direc-
tor of Diva International
Foundation and Diva
Group ( International )
thanked Specially Er.
Ajay Bhagat for his
unconditional support

, local media, local
administration, Police
Department , Dinesh
Sharma (Head Sales
and Marketing )Ujala
Cygnus JK Medicity
Hospital , Deepak and
Sh Rahul and Team of
Sharp Sight Hospital &
Dr. Vandana Sharma
District Officer and
Medical Superintendent
ISM Hospital and partici-
pation $Team Kashmir
Barsat & KB Production
to make this programme
a grand success.

Five days course on “Use of Space
application” commence at SKPA Udhampur
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Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Apr 22:
05 days course on “Use
of Space application in
policing including Drone
Technology, Interception
and Investigation” com-
mence today at SKPA.
Fifteen officers from
different wings/Units
of J&K Police are par-
ticipating in the training
program. This compre-
hensive course aims to
equip law enforcement
professionals with the
knowledge and skills
needed to leverage
space applications for
enhanced policing strat-
egies.

The utilization of drone
technology will be a key
focal point, providing
participants with demon-
stration in drone opera-
tions for surveillance,
reconnaissance, and
technical response.

On this occasion an
inaugural function was
organized. Ramnish
Gupta, SSP, Dy. Direc-
tor (Admn) was the chief
guest. Gupta welcomed
all the participants on
behalf of Director SKPA.

In his inaugural
address, Gupta said
that the use of space
applications in policing
offers an un-presiden-
tial level of surveillance
and communication

with access to satellite
imaginary and remote
sensing technologies
which allows us to make
informed decision and
coordinate our response
efforts more effectively.
He also said that the
deployment of drone
technology in policing
will definitely revolution-
ized our ability together
conduct search and
rescue operations and
monitor large crowds as
well events.

The course is being
coordinated by Inspec-
tor Viahal Manhas
assisted by S| Dhian
Singh, member faculty
of SKPA.
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IPL 2025: Misfiring Sunrisers Hyderabhad face

HYDERABAD, Apr 22 (Agen-
cies): The misfiring Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) will hope for
a happy homecoming when
they take on a resurrected
Mumbai Indians (MI) here on
Wednesday, eyeing a much-
needed victory to revive their
campaign in the 2025 Indian
Premier League (IPL).

With only two wins in seven
outings, SRH are in a des-
perate situation. Their power-
packed batting has let them
down more often than not while
their bowlers are not making
any strong impression either.

That SRH are a one-dimen-
sional side has been proven
by the manner in which it has
struggled on slow and turning
pitches. The Pat Cummins-led
outfit has lost two home match-
es too.

Their four-wicket defeat to Ml
in Mumbai on a tricky Wankhede
pitch with grip and turn was the
most recent instance of their
frailties being exposed in chal-
lenging conditions.

SRH batters thrive on flat wick-
ets which produce high-scoring
contests and having a favour-
able surface against MI would
give them the best chance to
find some momentum.

Abhishek Sharma and Travis
Head will have their task cut out
against Ml given SRH’s chanc-
es of winning hinge, to a large
extent, on the left-handed open-
ing pair. Their success in the

powerplay defines the team’s
fortunes in a contest.

Abhishek smacked a 55-ball
141 in his last outing here
against Punjab Kings to record
the highest individual total for
any batter in this IPL.

There will be, however, some
concerns around Head who
hasn’t gone all guns blazing like
he usually does and SRH will
want their Australian star to be
at the top of his game.

A defeat would put SRH in a
tough situation. They will also
have to be wary of their head-
to-head record against MI. The
team has won 10 out of their 24
matches while losing 14.

For MI, it is a perfect opportu-
nity to test their resurgence in an
away game before they return
home to face Lucknow Super
Giants in Mumbai on Sunday.

Mumbai Indians have put their
disappointing start to the IPL
behind with three consecutive

resurgent Mumbai Indians

wins.

The five-time champions are
coming off a massive nine-wick-
et hammering of Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) on a batting-friend-
ly wicket on which they went
over the line chasing a target
near 180 with more than four
overs to spare.

Rohit Sharma’s sensational 76
not out and Suryakumar Yadav’s
68 not out with all his trademark
shots coming out fluently sig-
nalled the return to form of MI's
two batting pillars.

Tilak Varma did not get to bat
against CSK but the left-hander
has been in prime form, while
Naman Dhir has shown signs
of hitting his strides as a fin-
isher alongside skipper Hardik
Pandya.

Jasprit Bumrah hasn’t been
at his menacing best when it
comes to taking wickets but the
ace India bowler has begun nail-
ing his line and lengths perfectly.

This could be a warning sign
for the SRH batters given Ml
tend to use Bumrah more stra-
tegically, with Trent Boult and
Deepak Chahar sharing the new
ball.

The nature of the surface
could have a bearing on the out-
come with SRH’s two wins here
coming on flat decks ensur-
ing run-fests in their contests
against Rajasthan Royals and
Punjab Kings earlier.

Teams (from):

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Pat
Cummins ©, Ishan Kishan (wk),
Atharva Taide, Abhinav Mano-
har, Aniket Verma, Sachin Baby,
Smaran Ravichandran, Heinrich
Klaasen (wk), Travis Head, Har-
shal Patel, Kamindu Mendis,
Wiaan Mulder, Abhishek
Sharma, Nitish Kumar Reddy,
Mohammed Shami, Rahul
Chahar, Simarjeet Singh, Zee-
shan Ansari, Jaydev Unadkat,
Eshan Malinga.

Mumbai Indians: Hardik
Pandya ©, Rohit Sharma,
Suryakumar Yadav, Robin Minz,
Ryan Rickelton (wk), Shrijith
Krishnan (wk), Bevon Jacobs,
Tilak Varma, Naman Dhir, Will
Jacks, Mitchell Santner, Raj
Angad Bawa, Vignesh Puthur,
Corbin Bosch, Trent Boult,
Karn Sharma, Deepak Chahar,
Ashwani Kumar, Reece Topley,
VS Penmetsa, Arjun Tendulkar,
Mujeeb Ur Rahman, Jasprit
Bumrah.

Match starts at 7:30pm IST.

“We didn’t score enough runs”:
KKR mentor Dwayne Bravo on
their defeat against GT

KOLKATA, Apr 22

(Agencies): Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR)
mentor Dwayne Bravo
praised his bowlers
for restricting Gujarat
Titans (GT) under 200
runs and giving them
a chance to win in the
ongoing Indian Premier
League (IPL).

He also acknowledged
that they didn’t get the
start they wanted in the
power play and ultimate-
ly fell short.

“Obviously, we didn’t
score enough runs. So |
think, Jason, | think the
bowlers, first of all, did
a fantastic job restrict-
ing them to under 200.
Shubman, Gill, and Sai
bat very well. But credit
to our bowling group,
they really bring it back

and give us a chance
at the halfway stage. |
think we were the happi-
er team. Unfortunately,
we didn’t get the start
we wanted in the power
play. And then, yeah,
they slow us down short
of the middle. And obvi-
ously, we faulted in the
end,” Bravo said in the
post-match press con-
ference.

Bravo explained their
strategy of using a left-
right combination in their
batting order to counter
opposition spinners.

“We tried to create a
left-right combination.
| think we are one of
those teams that are
blessed to have quality
left-handers and right-
handers in our top order.
And so you try to use

that to the best of your
ability, especially when
you have an opposition,
have quality spinners,
left-handed or spin and
leg spin,” he added.

Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) continued to
make a mess out of
their title defence as
their batters once again
failed to live up to their
hype against a consis-
tent Gujarat Titans (GT),
who secured a 39-run
win over the defending
champions at Eden Gar-
dens in Kolkata.

After being put to bat
first, GT posted 198/3
thanks to superb half-
centuries from skipper
Shubman Gill (90), Sai
Sudharsan (52) and
some fiery finishing from
Jos Bulttler (41%).

In reply, KKR could not
put up much of a fight,
except their skipper
Ajinkya Rahane (50), as
they were restricted to
159/8 thanks to superb
spells by Prasidh Krish-
na (2/25) and Rashid
Khan (2/25).

KKR have slipped to
the seventh spot with
three wins and their fifth
loss, while GT maintain
their supremacy at the
top with six wins and two
losses, giving them 12
points.

Jasprit Bumrah and Smriti Mandhana
have been named Wisden’s Leading
Cricketers in the World

NEW DELHI, Apr
22 (Agencies): In the
2024 edition of the
Wisden Cricketers’
Almanack, which was
released on Tuesday,
Jasprit Bumrah, India’s
fast bowler who plays
across all formats, is
named the Leading
Men’s Cricketer in the
World, as per a report
from ESPNcricinfo.

Bumrah capped his
performances in 2024
by becoming the first
Test bowler in history to
claim 200 wickets at an
average of less than 20.

Bumrah’s incredible
performance in the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy
in Australia, where he
nearly single-handedly
led India’s attack with 32
wickets at an average of
13.06.

In 2024, he took 86
wickets in 21 matches
at an average of 13, and
he also bowled India to
victory in the T20 World
Cup 2024, which was
held in the Caribbean
in June. Bumrah had a
lower back injury, which

ruled him out of India’s
famous run to Champi-
ons Trophy victory.

He has not played
any cricket for India
since then, he made his
return to competitive
cricket in the ongoing
Indian Premier League
(IPL). Bumrah has not
suffered a back injury for
the first time, as he had
surgery for it in March
2023.

India opener batter
Smriti Mandhana com-
pleted an Indian double
by being named Wis-
den’s Leading Women’s
Cricketer in the World.
In 2024, Mandhana
scored 1659 runs in all
formats, setting a new
record for the most runs
by a woman in a calen-
dar year of international

cricket.

She also scored four
ODI hundreds, which
was another milestone.
In a ten-wicket victory
against South Africa in
June, she capped her
achievements with a
second Test century,
149.

West Indies batter
Nicholas Pooran was
named as the Lead-
ing T20 Player in the
World. In 2024, Pooran
has made 464 runs in
21 matches at an aver-
age of 25.77 and a strike
rate of 142.33.

Pooran is currently
also the second-highest
run scorer in the ongo-
ing IPL with 368 runs in
eight matches, with an
average of over 50.

Kerala stuns Oman with four-wickets
win in tour opener

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Apr 22
(Agencies): Kerala’s senior men’s team

made a sensational start to their Oman start.

tour, registering a thrilling four-wicket
victory against Oman Chairman’s Xl in
the first match, as per a release from
Kerala Cricket Association.

In a high-scoring encounter, Kerala
chased down a massive target of 327
with five balls to spare, with stellar per-
formances from Rohan Kunnummal,
Salman Nizar, and Shaun Roger.

Batting first, Oman Chairman’s XI
posted an imposing total of 326 in 50
overs. Openers Jatinder Singh and
Aamir Kaleem laid a solid foundation
with a 137-run partnership.

Jatinder dazzled with a brilliant 150 off
136 balls, while Aamir chipped in with

73 off 68 deliveries.

However, once Aamir was dismissed,
Kerala bowlers fought back, restricting
scoring and dismissing the rest of the

batting order effectively.

Kerala’s MD Nidheesh and Eden
Apple Tom were the stars with the ball,

picking up four wickets each, helping
contain Oman’s total despite the strong

In reply, Kerala’s chase got off to a
decent start with Rohan Kunnummal
and Ahmad Imran opening the innings.

Though both Ahmad Imran and

sixes.

Mohammed Azharuddeen fell in the
same over, Rohan and Salman Nizar
steadied the innings with a crucial 146-
run third-wicket stand.

Rohan led from the front with a com-
posed century, scoring 122 off 109
balls, which included 12 fours and 4

Salman Nizar added an impactful 87

runs. After Rohan’s dismissal, Shaun

Roger took charge with a fluent 56 off
48 balls. Though Kerala lost a few quick

wickets towards the end, Akshay Mano-

har and Sharafuddeen held their nerve
to guide the team to a memorable win.
For Oman, Hussain Ali Shah was the

pick of the bowlers, taking four wickets.

Kerala’s next match in the Oman tour is
scheduled for April 23.

Rafael Nadal, Armand Duplantis, Simone Biles emerge
as winners at Laureus World Sports Awards 2025

MADRID, Apr 22
(Agencies): Former
Tennis player Rafael
Nadal, Paris Olym-
pics 2024 champions
Armand Duplantis,
Simone Biles, and
Rebeca Andrade were
some of the biggest
winners at the 2025
Laureus World Sports
Awards, as per the
Olympics.com.

The ceremony marked
the 25th edition of the
prestigious event hon-
ored the biggest sports
stars and was held in
the Spanish capital.

Transcending achieve-
ments over the Olym-
pic year, 11-time world
surfing champion Kelly
Slater received the Lau-
reus Lifetime Achieve-
ment award while tennis
legend Rafael Nadal
took home the Laureus
Sporting Icon Award to
a standing ovation from
a glittering hall filled with
sports royalty.

There was plenty of
glitz on the red carpet
as sports superstars
arrived decked out in
their finest for the most
glamorous night in the
world of sport. Active
sports champions like
freestyle skiing ace
Eileen Gu and football
World Cup winner Paulo
Dybala rubbed shoul-
ders with sports legends
like Nadia Comaneci
and Chris Hoy, while
alpine skiing star Lind-
sey Vonn returned as
the ceremony host for
the second time in four
years.

The night began with
last year’s World Sports-
man of the Year, Novak
Djokovic, presenting
the award to three-time
nominee in the same
category, Swedish pole
vaulter Armand ‘Mondo’
Duplantis. The athlet-
ics star became the
first back-to-back men’s
pole vault champion at
the Olympic Games in
more than half a century
when he defended his
Tokyo 2020 title at Paris
2024, while also break-

ing the world record for
the ninth time.

“I'm proud of myself
for putting myself in the
position and having the
dedication, and grind-
ing through it to be here
amongst the greatest
athletes in the entire
world. It's a once-in-a-
lifetime type of award
to win, honestly, so I'm
not going to take it for
granted,” Duplantis said
after receiving his statu-
ette as quoted by the
Olympics.com.

Artistic gymnasts
Simone Biles and
Rebeca Andrade were
honoured as World
Sportswoman of the
Year and World Come-
back of the Year,
respectively. The USA
and Brazilian athletes
shared the all-around,
floor exercise and vault
podiums at Paris 2024
and were full of praise
for each other’s achieve-
ments.

“Individual sports can
be isolating, but Paris
showed that camara-
derie can exist between
competitors, and | was
so proud to compete
alongside last year’s
winner of this Award,
Simone Biles. Simone
and | are the only two
gymnasts to win a Lau-
reus Award and | hope
our stories can inspire
anyone who has expe-
rienced injuries and
setbacks to keep fight-
ing through the many
obstacles placed in front
of them on the long road
to recovery,” Andrade
said of her competitor,
who was named Come-
back of the Year in 2024.

Great Britain’s Tom
Pidcock took home the
World Action Sportsper-
son of the Year award
after his memorable
mountain bike victory
at Paris 2024, which
included fighting back
from a punctured tyre, to
defend his Tokyo 2020
gold medal.

“Winning the Laureus
World Action Sportsper-
son of the Year is a spe-

cial moment. No matter
what happens for the
rest of my career, 2024
will always stand as a
highlight. Adversity can
sometimes make victory
even sweeter. It’s fair to
say the Olympic final
did not go to plan when
| picked up a puncture.
That was the moment
when all my mental and
physical training kicked
in. | know that athletes’
stories can inspire and
uplift. | have experi-
enced that on a per-
sonal level, and | share
in Laureus’ mission to
use sport as a vehicle
for good. Together, we
can change the world,”
Pidcock said in a video
message.

Jiang Yuyan of the
People’s Republic of
China, also known as the
‘Flying Fish’, was named
the Sportsperson of the
Year with a Disability.
The 19-year-old Para
swimmer left Paris 2024
as the most decorated
athlete of the Paralym-
pic Games with seven
gold medals from seven
events - a repeat of the
feat that USA's legend-
ary swimmer Mark Spitz
achieved at the Munich
1972 Olympics. Foot-
ballers also shone bright
on the glittering evening
in Madrid’s Palacio de
Cibeles.

Real Madrid were
named Laureus World
Team of the Year while
Spain’s Euro 2024 hero,
17-year-old Lamine
Yamal, was recognised
as the World Break-
through of the Year.

The Laureus Sport for
Good Award went to
Kick4Life, a charity foun-
dation that uses football
to engage children and
teens in Lesotho and
educate them about HIV
infection.

Kelly Slater, widely
considered the great-
est surfer of all time,
received the Laureus
Lifetime Achievement
award, joining the ranks
of sports greats such as
Pele, Billie Jean King,

Niki Lauda, and Sergey
Bubka, among others.

“As a little kid, | wasn’t
sure if people in my
area, where | was from
in Florida, could win a
world title or whatever,
and now | look back,
and in our sport, we
have 22 world titles from
my state. You have to
believe you can achieve
something in order for it
to happen,” Slater said
at the 2025 Laureus
World Sports Awards.

The USA surfer was
first nominated for a
Laureus award in 2006
as the Action Sportsper-
son of the Year and won
in this category in 2007,
2009, 2011, and 2012.

“You have a commit-
tee of athletes voting on
the best athletes. That's
really the biggest honour.
There’s a lot of popular
votes in the world that
are based on fan fol-
lowing and that kind of
thing, but this is based
on merit and objective
order that you’ve done
at some point in your
career. To be judged by
your peers is the high-
est honour, and this is
really the award that is
doing that,” Slater said
about the significance of
the recognition. A stand-
ing ovation for one of
Spain’s sporting greats,
Rafael Nadal, capped off
the glittering night.

The two-time Olympic
tennis champion and
22-time singles Grand
Slam winner became
the second-ever recipi-
ent of the Sporting Icon
Award. Italian motorcy-
cling legend Valentino
Rossi won the inaugural
award in 2022.

Nadal has collected
five Laureus statuettes
over his career before
announcing his retire-
ment in October 2024.
The Spaniard won his
first Laureus award, as
World Breakthrough of
the Year, in 2006 and
in 2024 his foundation
was honoured with the
Laureus Sport for Good
Award.

“My retirement from
competitive tennis made
2024 an emotional year
for me where there were
some magical moments
like the one in Paris car-
rying the Olympic torch.
Tennis and sports in
general has given me
so much; my drive has
always been to compete
and try my best every
time | stepped on court,”
Nadal said.

“A Sporting Icon? |
think that is for other
people to decide. But
| hope that my career
has inspired sports fans
beyond tennis. | gave it
everything | had. As ath-
letes, we have a unique
opportunity to use our
influence and inspira-
tion to make a positive
impact on the world
and as | move into my
next chapter, I'm going
to hold on to the ideals
that | share with Laureus
and work with them to
achieve the most impor-
tant thing an athlete
can do - changing the
world through sport,” he
added.

The full list of winners
at the 2025 Laureus
World Sports Award.

Laureus World Sports-
man of the Year Award:
Mondo Duplantis.

Laureus World Sports-
woman of the Year
Award: Simone Biles.

Laureus World Team
of the Year Award: Real
Madrid.

Laureus World Break-
through of the Year
Award: Lamine Yamal.

Laureus World Come-
back of the Year Award:
Rebeca Andrade.

Laureus World
Sportsperson of the
Year with a Disability
Award: Jiang Yuyan.

Laureus World Action
Sportsperson of the
Year Award: Tom Pid-
cock.

Laureus Sport for
Good Award: Kick4Life.

Laureus Sporting Icon
Award: Rafael Nadal.

Laureus Lifetime
Achievement Award:
Kelly Slater.
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Dimple sits in solidarity

LOCAL 12

Renowned Sufi singer Kanwar Grewal

with J&K casual labourers,
urges job regularisation

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 22: In
a scene both stirring and
solemn, Sunil Dimple,
President of Mission
Statehood Jammu
Kashmir, joined thou-
sands of daily wagers
beneath the ancient
trees of Harisingh Ji
Park.

Together with the All
Jammu Kashmir Casual
Labourers United Front
Maha Panchayat, he sat
in dharna—an unbroken
circle of hope—calling
on the powers that be to
honour the toil of every
daily-rated worker.

“Today, we are not
merely protesting,”
Dimple told the gathered
sea of faces. “We are
weaving a future where
every labourer stands
secure, where every
promise made to our
youth is etched in law.”

Amid chants demand-
ing dignity and fair
wages, Dimple’s voice
rang out with conviction.
He appealed directly to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah to fulfil

their commitments to
J&K’s youth, implement
the Minimum Wages
Act in full, and regular-
ize categories ranging
from home guards and
10+2 contractual lectur-
ers to anganwadi work-
ers, SPOs, vocational
trainers, and seasonal
teachers.

He did not spare the
local administration
either.

Addressing the alli-
ance NC government’s
Dr. Farooq Abdullah
and Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, Dimple
pressed for immediate
regularisation of daily
wagers, an uplift of sal-
aries from the current
Rs. 45,000 benchmark
to match Ladakh UT’s
standards, and the swift
advertisement of all
JKSSB vacancies.

“For ten years, the
BJP has looked on
as our young people
struggled—no regulari-
sations, no justice after
the abrogation of Article
370,” he charged. “It is
time to restore not only
jobs, but the very state-
hood of Jammu & Kash-
mir.”

Backing him in solidar-
ity were prominent lead-
ers of the front: Babu
Malik, Devinder Singh,
Kulwant Singh Samyal,
Kamla Sharma, Rajni
Jamwal, Tanvier Hus-
sain, Yashpal Sharma,
and numerous trade
union heads, each of
whom honored Dimple
for standing shoulder
to shoulder with the
labourers.

As the spring breeze
carried their cries for jus-
tice, Dimple warned that
the struggle would per-
sist until the 42 percent
unemployment rate—
highest in India—was
reversed, daily wagers
found security, and the
promise of Article 370
and full statehood once
again breathed life into
the Valley.

With poetry in his
cadence and passion in
his heart, Sunil Dimple—
and the thousands at
Harisingh Park—sent
forth a clear message:
the labourers of Jammu
& Kashmir will no longer
be shadows at the mar-
gins of power, but archi-
tects of their collective
destiny.

H

mesmerizes audience at Aryans 19th Roshaan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22:
World renowned Sufi
Singer Kanwar Grewal
enthralled the audience
during 19th Annual
cultural extravaganza
“Roshaan” at Aryans
Group of Colleges,
Rajpura, near Chandi-
garh. Shashi Prabha,
(IPS) DGP (Railways),
Punjab Police was the
Chief Guest of the occa-
sion. Dr. Anshu Kataria,
Chairman, Aryans
Group, presided over
this event.

On the occasion, DSP
Ghanaur, Neha Aggar-
wal; Former Justice,
Sanjay Sachdeva, Addi-
tional Session Judge;
Registrar, Punjab State
Board of Technical Edu-
cation (PSBTE), Chan-
digarh, Sanjeev Goyal;
Ex Deputy Director DPI
Colleges, S. Gurdar-
shan Singh; Chief Engi-
neer, BSNL, Anil Goyal;
Senior Engineer, PWD,
Manpreet Dua, Director
General, Aryans Group,
Dr Parveen Kataria were
special guests.

Thousands of stu-
dents, Alumni of Aryans
Group attended this
mega cultural function.
The event was hosted
by Anchor Preetraman
Kaur (Artist).

The DGP Railways
Punjab expressed her
delight upon witness-
ing the environment at
Aryans Group, noting
that the institution’s
motto to excel in aca-
demics and innovation
through “Edutainment”
(education with enter-
tainment) is commend-
able.

She emphasized the
importance of such ini-

J&K Govt appoints ADCs as
District officers to enforce
workplace sexual harassment Law

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 22:
In a move to strengthen
the implementation of
the Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act,
2013, the Government
of Jammu and Kashmir
has nominated Addi-
tional Deputy Com-

‘Shiv Sena demands to start special

rail service between Jammu-Banihal
Complete the work of Mughal Road all-weather on war footing

Top News Report \ % 1

JAMMU, Apr 22:
Shiv Sena (UBT) Jam-
mu-Kashmir unit has
demanded special
relief package from the
Modi government at the
center for the devasta-
tion caused by the natu-
ral disaster in Ramban
district of Jammu divi-
sion and to start special
train service between
Jammu railway station
and Banihal and devel-
op Mughal Road as an
all-weather road as an
alternative.

In a press conference
held today at the party’s
state center office, state
chief Manish Sahni
expressed deep sorrow
over the devastation
caused by cloudburst
and floods with heavy
debris from the moun-

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: Government
College for Women (GCW) Bhagwati
Nagar, celebrated Earth Day 2025 with
great enthusiasm and environmental
commitment under this year’s global

ﬁll Es

tains in Ramban district
on Jammu-Srinagar
highway and demanded
a special relief package
from the central govern-
ment. Along with this, to
provide immediate relief
to thousands of passen-
gers stranded on both
sides due to the block-
age of the national high-
way, demanded to start
special train service
from Jammu to Banihal
and further journey.

Sahni said that the

work of rail track
between Jammu and
Kashmir has been com-
pleted.

The dates of starting of
Vande Bharat trains are
being extended. In this
time of disaster, the Rail-
way Department should
start special trains to
provide relief to tour-
ists and local citizens,
especially patients going
out of Kashmir Valley to

showcasing their creativity and environ-

mental consciousness.

theme — “Our Power, Our Planet.”

Eco club “Tawishi” of GCW Bhagwati
Nagar in collaboration with NSS Unit of
the college celebrated Earth Day 2025
under the patronage of Principal of the
college, Dr Naveen Anand by organis-
ing eco-conscious activities, including a
Poster-cum-Slogan writing and a Plan-
tation Drive, aimed at spreading aware-
ness about the importance of individual
and collective action in protecting the

planet.

Students of BA and BCom Semester
lInd enthusiastically participated in the
poster-cum-slogan writing competition,

The vibrant artworks and thought-
provoking slogans highlighted pressing
issues such as climate change, defor-
estation, pollution, and the urgent need
for green energy solutions.

A plantation drive was also organized
within the college campus. Principal,
Faculty members and students joined
hands in planting saplings of indigenous
and fruiting species, reaffirming their
commitment to a greener tomorrow.

Principal, Dr Naveen Anand empha-
sized the need for sustainable practices
and the role of youth in championing
environmental causes.

He stated that “The theme ‘Our Power,

Our Planet’ is a reminder that each one
of us holds the power to make meaning-
ful changes.

other parts of the coun-
try for treatment and
passengers and stu-
dents going across the
country for business.

He said that the Holy
Shri Amarnath Yatra is
also going to start from
July 3. If such a situa-
tion arises again, then
the common people
and pilgrims may have
to face huge problems.

To avoid this, the work
of preparing the Mughal
Road as an all-weather
route along with starting
the railway route imme-
diately as an alternative
to the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway
should be completed
on a war footing.Sahni
has also demanded to
tighten the noose on
the airlines companies
which are looting at this
time of disaster.

.........

missioners (ADCs) as
District Officers in their
respective districts.

As per Government
Order No. 505-JK(GAD)
of 2025, issued by the
General Administration
Department (GAD) of
the Civil Secretariat,
J&K, the ADCs will
now exercise powers
and discharge functions
outlined under Section
5 of Chapter Il of the
Act.

The decision is part
of the government’s
broader commitment to
ensure safer work envi-
ronments for women
across the Union Ter-
ritory.

The order, signed
by M Raju , Commis-
sioner/Secretary to the
Government, empha-
sizes the importance
of robust district-level
enforcement to handle
complaints and oversee
the redressal mecha-
nisms mandated by
the Act.

This nomination
empowers the ADCs
to play a pivotal role
in preventing and
addressing cases
of workplace sexual
harassment, ensuring
that the provisions of
the Act are effectively
implemented at the
grassroots level.

The move is expected
to improve awareness,
accountability, and
prompt action in cases
of harassment at work-
places throughout J&K.

tiatives for the holistic
development of stu-
dents. During her first
visit to the campus, she
was pleased to see the
lush green, pollution-
free surroundings of the
Aryans Group.

Dr. Anshu Kataria,
while addressing the
students, emphasized,
“You should make your
parents happy or make
them proud not after
their death, but while
they are alive.”

Aryans consistently
conveys this message
to its students, which
is reflected in its events
being named in honor

Top News Report

LEH, Apr 22: Chairman/CEC, LAHDC
Leh, Adv. Tashi Gyalson was called on
by Dr. Fayaz Ahmad, Dr.Nurzin Angmo
along with members of the All Ladakh
Dental Surgeon Association (ALDSA),
in the presence of Nominated Councillor
Dr. Yangchan Dolma, who submitted a
representation highlighting key issues
concerning dental health services in

Ladakh.

The delegation placed demands for
the creation of Dental Surgeon posts
across all health institutions includ-
ing DHs, SDHs, CHCs, PHCs, and

of parents. Every year
Aryans Group hosts two
cultural events where
“Roshaan” is the Cultural
Extravaganza dedicated
to students Fathers &
“Rajni” is a celebration
for fresher’s welcome
dedicated to mothers of
our students. This year,
Roshaan was organized
after the demise of Prof
Roshan Lal Kataria,
Founder, Aryans Group
and a tribute was also
paid.

Kanwar Grewal who
is known for his soul-
ful voice performed
on “Mast”, “Ticketan”,
“Fakira”, “Zamaane”,

“Yaar Madina”, "Vaaz”,
“Challa”, “Akhaan”,
“Jogi” etc. Punjabi
Actress Nisha Bano
also performed on the
occasion who was here
for her upcoming song
“Punjab Kaur” pro-
motion. Dogri Singer
Varsha Jamwal also
mesmerized the audi-
ence on various song
tracks. Punjabi Singer
Sukhjinder Yamla also
performed and made
the audience to tap their
feet.

It is to be mentioned
that established in 2007,
Aryans Group is run-
ning 8 different colleges
including Engineering,
Law, Management,
Agriculture, Nursing,
Pharmacy, Education,
Physiotherapy etc. The
group is spread over
20-acre lush green land
on Chandigarh-Patiala
Highway, near Chandi-
garh and catering over
4000 students from dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try. The organization is
committed to provide
high quality education
to its students.

H&WCs; creation of District Dental

Health Officer posts; adjustment of

Dental Surgeons against vacant Medi-
cal Officer posts; appointment of senior
Dental Surgeons as in-charge BMOs;
rectification of honorarium discrepan-
cies for RBSK and contractual Dental
Surgeons; inclusion under the difficult
area incentive scheme; and appoint-
ment of more Dental Surgeons under
the RBSK program.

The Chairman/CEC expressed his

issues.

support and assured that a meeting
with all concerned authorities will be
convened to discuss and resolve the

'CRC Jammu (Samba) marks Earth

Day 2025 W1th Spec1a1 Children

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 22: In
celebration of Earth
Day 2025, the Com-
posite Regional Centre
(CRC) Jammu (Samba)-
PDUNIPPD, New Delhi
under DEPWD, Min-
istry of Social Justice
and Empowerment
(MOSJE), Govt. of India,
organized a heartwarm-
ing and environmentally
conscious event on
April 22, 2025, under
the global theme “Our
Power, Our Planet.”

The event brought
together approximately
50 participants, includ-
ing Children with Spe-
cial Needs (CWSN)
and their parents, in a
shared effort to raise
awareness about envi-
ronmental protection
and sustainability.

The event began with

the inaugural address
by Dr. Rohnika Sharma,
Director, CRC Jammu
(Samba), She empha-
sized the importance of
instilling environmental
values in the younger
generation and empow-
ering individuals of all
abilities to take part in
eco-friendly initiatives.

The Children with
Special Needs (CWSN)
showcased their creativ-
ity and commitment to
the planet by preparing
and displaying thought-
provoking posters relat-
ed to Earth and environ-
mental conservation.

Their artwork served
as a strong message of
hope and responsibility
towards Mother Earth.

One of the key high-
lights of the celebration
was a plantation drive
within the premises of

CRC Jammu (Samba),
where the Children with
Special Needs (CWSN),
accompanied by the
CRC staff, planted sap-
lings to contribute to a
greener tomorrow.

This symbolic gesture
reflected the core mes-
sage of the Earth Day
2025 theme, underlining
the power of collective
action.

The programme con-
cluded on a joyful note
with refreshments
served to all the chil-
dren, providing them an
opportunity to bond and
celebrate their efforts.

CRC Jammu (Samba)
continues to foster inclu-
sion, empowerment,
and environmental
consciousness through
such initiatives, reaf-
firming its commitment
to holistic development
and sustainability.




