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BRIEFLY
Earthquake of 
magnitude 2.4 
hits Kishtwar 

KISHTWAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): An earth-
quake of magnitude 2.4 
struck the Kishtwar dis-
trict of Jammu & Kash-
mir on Wednesday early 
morning, the National 
Centre for Seismology 
(NCS) reported.

As per the post shared 
by NCS on X, the earth-
quake occurred at 
around 5:14 am Indian 
Standard Time (IST), at 
Latitude 33.18 N and 
Longitude 75.89 E. The 
depth of the earthquake 
has been reported to be 
5 km.

“EQ of M: 2.4, On: 
16/04/2025 05:14:52 
IST, Lat: 33.18 N, Long: 
75.89 E, Depth: 5 Km, 
Location: Kishtwar, 
Jammu & Kashmir,” read 
the X post by NCS.

Additionally, earth-
quakes of magnitudes 
5.9 and 2.9 hit Afghani-
stan and Bangla-
desh, respectively, on 
Wednesday early morn-
ing.

As per the United 
Nations Office for 
the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA), Afghanistan 
remains highly vulner-
able to natural disas-
ters, including seasonal 
flooding, landslides and 
earthquakes.

These frequent earth-
quakes in Afghanistan 
cause damage to vulner-
able communities, which 
are already grappling 
with decades of conflict 
and under-development 
and have left them with 
little resilience to cope 
with multiple simultane-
ous shocks, UNOCHA 
noted. Afghanistan has 
a history of powerful 
earthquakes, and the 
Hindu Kush Mountain 
range is a geologi-
cally active area where 
quakes occur every 
year, according to the 
Red Cross. The country 
sits on numerous fault 
lines between the Indian 
and the Eurasian tec-
tonic plates, with a fault 
line also running directly 
through Herat.

MeT predicts 
cloudy skies with 
light rain & 
thunderstorms in 
North, 
Central Kashmir 
today

SRINAGAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies) : The Metero-
logical Centre Srinagar 
has issued a weather 
advisory for Jammu and 
Kashmir, forecasting 
a significant change in 
weather conditions.

Today, North and Cen-
tral Kashmir may expe-
rience a brief spell of 
light rain with thunder 
and gusty winds in the 
afternoon.

However, the major 
impact is expected from 
April 18-20, when the 
region will witness gen-
erally cloudy skies with 
light to moderate rain 
and snow in higher 
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JAMMU, Apr 16 (Agen-
cies): Justice Arun Palli 
was on Wednesday 
administered oath as 
the Chief Justice of the 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court by 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Manoj Sinha.

The simple, but impres-
sive, ceremony was 
attended by J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, Judges of the high 
court, subordinate judi-
ciary and other dignitar-
ies. The Chief Justice of 
Himachal Pradesh High 
Court, Justice GS Sand-
hawalia was also 

present.
Judges, sitting and 

retired, from Justice 
Palli’s parent high court 
of Punjab and Haryana, 
along with advocates, 

family and friends, also 
attended the event at the 
Convention Centre.

Justice Palli was born 
on September 18, 1964. 
His father, Prem Kishan 

Palli, was a Senior 
Advocate and also 
served as judge at the 
Himachal Pradesh High 
Court from where he 

NEW DELHI, Apr 
16 (Agencies): As the 
Supreme Court gears 
up to hear a batch of 
petitions questioning the 
constitutional validity of 
the Waqf (Amendment) 
Act, 2025 today, here’s 
a comprehensive look at 
the petitioners and their 
arguments, as compiled 
by LiveLaw.in. The Act, 
passed by Parliament 
on April 4 and receiv-
ing presidential assent 
the following day, was 
brought into force on 
April 8. The legislation 
has sparked widespread 
concern, drawing legal 
challenges from political 
leaders, religious institu-
tions, civil rights organi-
zations, and even state 
governments.

Although ten peti-
tions are formally listed 
before a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice of India 
Sanjiv Khanna and Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar, over 
15 have been filed so 
far. The key concerns 
span religious autono-
my, minority rights, and 
procedural fairness in 
governance of Muslim 

religious endowments.
Key provisions under 

challenge
The petitions broadly 

contest:
• The removal of the 

‘waqf by user’ concept
• The inclusion of non-

Muslim members in the 
Central and State Waqf 
Boards

• Capping female rep-
resentation in these 
bodies to two members

• Mandatory five-year 
practice as a Muslim to 
create a waqf

• Dilution of the waqf-
alal-aulad (family waqf) 
doctrine

• Renaming of the 
original 1995 law to “Uni-
fied Waqf Management, 
Empowerment, Efficien-
cy and      Development 
Act”

• Empowering the gov-
ernment to adjudicate 
encroachment disputes

• Application of the 
Limitation Act to waqf 
matters

• Invalidation of waqfs 
created over Archaeo-
logical Survey of India 
(ASI)-protected 

Man dies of 
alleged 
medical 
negligence at 
CD hospital 
investigation 
taken up: 
Official

SRINAGAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): A 44-year-
old man from Dalgate 
area of Srinagar alleged-
ly died of medical negli-
gence at Chest Disease 
(CD) hospital while the 
officials said that inves-
tigation has been taken 
up to ascertain the facts 
in this regard.

The family members 
said that Rafiq Ahmad, a 
resident of Dalgate area 
complained of chest 
pain on Wednesday 
morning and went to the 
CD hospital for medical 
checkup.

They alleged that the 
doctor, who was pres-
ent at the hospital, 
didn’t treat him well. “As 
we tried to seek proper 
treatment for Rafiq, the 
doctor misbehaved with 
us,” they said, adding 
the doctor also ran away 
from the ward after the 
death of the patient. The 
family demanded inves-
tigation in this regard 
and action against the 
doctor. They have 

JAMMU, Apr 16 (Agen-
cies): In a renewed effort 
to tackle drug traffick-
ing, police conducted 
an early morning raid 
in Balole Khad, Gujjar 
Basti, under the juris-
diction of Bari Brah-
mana in District Samba. 
The operation, led by 
SDPO Bari Brahmana 
and SHO, was aimed at 
identifying and appre-
hending individuals 
involved in the local drug 
network and assailants 
responsible for attack-
ing a police party in the 
same area few days 
back.

The police party thor-
oughly searched sev-
eral Gujjar Kullas in 
the area, which has 
recently gained noto-
riety as a hotspot for 
narcotics activity. The 
action follows a previ-
ous violent encounter in 
the same locality, where 
suspected drug ped-
dlers attacked a police 
party attempting to make 
arrests. That incident 
had left SHO Pushpin-
der Singh, Sub-Inspec-
tor Arar Mirza, and a 
police head constable 
injured.

According to official 

sources, the raid was 
carried out based on 
actionable intelligence 
suggesting the contin-
ued presence of individ-
uals connected to drug 
trafficking. Although 
the police have not dis-
closed the number of 
arrests or seizures made 
during today’s operation, 
they have confirmed that 
the search was part of 
an intensified drive 
against drug peddling in 
the region.

Local residents have 
expressed concern over 
the growing menace of

SRINAGAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): National 
Conference (NC) Chief 
Spokesperson and MLA 
Zadibal, Tanvir Sadiq 
Wednesday rejected the 
claims made by former 
RAW Chief A.S. Dulat in 
his new book ‘The Chief 
Minister and the Spy’. 
He termed the claims 
as contradictory and an 
attempt to create contro-
versy.

Dulat, in his book has 
alleged that NC presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah 
privately backed the 
abrogation of Article 370 
while publicly opposing 
it.

Tanvir Sadiq said the 
book contradicts itself 
and questioned the 
credibility of the author. 
“If you look at the book 
and what he writes in it, 
he contradicts his own 

words. He writes that 
the Government of India 
waited for seven months 
to see Farooq Abdullah 
Sahib’s reaction when 
he was in custody. If 
that was the case, then 
why did he promote 
the PAGD after coming 
out?” he said.

He added that the Peo-
ples Alliance for Gupkar 
Declaration (PAGD) was 
formed after Abdullah’s 
release and that it was 
not broken by the NC.

Sadiq also questioned 
Dulat’s comments about 

the PDP and its leader-
ship. “The words he used 
about the PDP patriot 
are probably vulgar. I 
don’t trust those things,” 
he said. He added that 
Dulat had earlier made 
remarks against PDP 
founder Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, which he 
termed as a bid to stay 
relevant.

He said that the oppo-
sition had no issue to 
raise now and was trying 
to divert attention. “They 
can’t say anything on the 
budget or other matters. 
So they are making up 
stories,” he said. “We 
have bigger issues to 
deal with like the amend-
ment bill and the reser-
vation issue.”

Sadiq also said the 
concerns raised by Sri-
nagar MP Syed Aga 

Justice Arun Palli Administered Oath as Chief 
Justice of J&K and Ladakh High Court

Who is challenging the 
Waqf Amendment Act, 
2025 in the Supreme 
Court? Here’s the full 
list of petitioners

Raid conducted in Balole Khad, 
Gujjar Basti: Police intensify 
crackdown on drug network

NC rejects Dulat’s claims on Farooq 
Abdullah’s stand on Article 370
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Govt bans 
manufacture, 
Sale of 35 
fixed-dose 
combination 
drugs

NEW DELHI, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Apex drugs 
regulatory body CDSCO 
has directed drug con-
trollers of all states and 
Union territories to stop 
manufacture, sale and 
distribution of unap-
proved 35 fixed-dose 
combination drugs that

nTurn to page 9
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Shri Kailakh Jyotish avim Vedic Sansthan Trust 
reorganizes under Mahant Rohit Shastri

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: In a sig-
nificant move to rejuvenate its 
mission of spiritual and cultural 
service, the Shri Kailakh Jyotish 

avim Vedic Sansthan Trust has 
announced its reorganization.

Led by the Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri—renowned Jyotishacharya, 
Sanskrit scholar, and State 
Awardee—the Trust now 
embraces a new structure that 
blends tradition.

The reorganization aims to 
deepen the Trust’s impact by 
enhancing transparency, effi-
ciency, and public engagement. 
With an emphasis on promoting 
Vedic values, Sanskrit educa-
tion, and community welfare, 
the Trust is set to embark on a 
renewed journey of service and 
cultural preservation.

The newly appointed team 
brings together esteemed indi-
viduals from diverse walks of 

life, united by a shared commit-
ment to Dharma and society. 
Param Pujya Acharya Maha-
mandaleshwar 1008 Swami 
Kailashanand Giri Ji Maharaj 
(Head of Niranjani Akhara) 
has been named Patron, while 
Mahant Rohit Shastri continues 
as President.

Key roles are filled by Pawan 
Khajuria (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Sunil Sharma (Vice Presi-
dent), Ankush Sharma (General 
Secretary), Rakesh Gandotra  
(Secretary),  Uttam Chand 
Sharma and  Ajay Sharma 
(Treasurers), Prabodh Sharma 
(Advisor), Jagdev Singh Chib 
and  Naresh Raina (Office Sec-
retaries), Prof. Sharad Chandra 
Sharma (Spokesperson)and 
Abhiraj Sharma (Press Secre-

tary).
The Trust’s vision is supported 

by a strong panel of Trustees, 
including  Sham Lal Sharma, 
R.K. Chhibber,  Shakti Pathak, 
Anil Gupta, Deepak Gupta,  
Nigam Gupta, Vinay Jamwal, 
Dr. Sanjay Sharma, and Vinay 
Agrawal.

The Trust reiterates its com-
mitment to Sanskrit promo-
tion, cultural preservation, and 
extending humanitarian efforts 
across the region. With a stra-
tegic approach and renewed 
enthusiasm, the Trust envisions 
setting new milestones in public 
service and spiritual upliftment.

Supporters, donors, and devo-
tees are invited to continue their 
blessings and cooperation in 
this noble mission.

GCET Jammu organizes 
blood donation camp

Top News Report

JAMMU Apr 16: The 
Government College of 
Engineering & Technol-
ogy (GCET) Jammu, in 
collaboration with the 
J&K Thalassemia Wel-
fare Society, organized 
a blood donation camp 
at GCET campus on 
Wednesday.

The event highlighted 
the spirit of commu-
nity service and under-
scored the importance 
of collective efforts in 
promoting health and 
well-being.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by Prof. Sameru 
Sharma, Principal of 
GCET, who empha-
sized the life-saving 
potential of blood dona-
tion. Addressing the 
students, she stated, 
donating blood is a 
healthy process.

The human body can 
replenish the donated 
blood within 4 to 8 
weeks, while plasma 
is restored within 48 
hours.

A single donation can 

save up to three lives. 
She further added that 
regular blood donation 
helps reduce harm-
ful iron deposits in the 
body, lowering the risk 
of heart diseases.

Prof. Sharma con-
gratulated the young 
donors, calling them “life 
savers” and encouraged 
them to continue donat-
ing every six months.

The event saw enthu-
siastic participation, 
with 65 students and 
staff members donating 
blood, and around 80 
individuals undergoing 
haemoglobin and blood 
group tests.

Er. Sudhir Sethi, Presi-
dent of the J&K Thalas-
semia Welfare Society, 
along with executive 
members Puneet Gan-
dotra and Shammi 
Kapoor, also graced 
the occasion and com-
mended the initiative.

The smooth conduct of 
the camp was ensured 
by coordinators Prof. 
Bhawna Sharma, Er. 
Sanjeev Gupta, Er. 
Sheetal Gandotra, 

and Dr. Raman Gupta, 
who congratulated the 
donors for their selfless 
contribution and advo-
cated for building a 
culture of regular blood 
donation.

Medical supervision 
was provided by Dr. 
Rubina and her expert 
technical team from 
GMC & SMGS hospital 
Jammu, ensuring the 
safety and well-being of 
all participants.

The event also 
received commendable 
support from student 
volunteers Dhanush, 
Arnav, Oshan, Mehak, 
Aneesh, Ritesh, Vinyak 
and Anubhav along with 
senior staff members, 
who worked tirelessly 
to ensure the event’s 
success.

The coordinators 
expressed their grati-
tude to all the donors 
and urged more stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers to participate in 
future blood donation 
drives, reiterating the 
importance of such 
humanitarian efforts.

Spiritual leaders must lead the fight against drug abuse: Zorawar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: Chairman 
Team Jammu and BJP leader, 
Zorawar Singh Jamwal, on 
Wednesday addressed a spiritu-
ally enriching function organized 
by Romesh Bawa, emphasiz-
ing the pivotal role of Sanatan 
Dharma in guiding society and 
combating the growing menace 
of drug addiction among youth.

Speaking on the occasion, 

Zorawar underlined the urgent 
need for spiritual leaders and 
religious institutions to take the 
lead in shaping the moral and 
cultural foundation of the young-
er generation. He noted that the 
values ingrained in Sanatan 
Dharma offer a powerful shield 
against societal evils such as 
drug abuse.  “A child whose 
foundation is rooted in Sanatan 
Dharma cannot be swayed by 
the lure of drugs. When one’s 

roots are deeply connected with 
religion, culture, and tradition, 
they develop inner strength and 
clarity of purpose,” Zorawar 
Singh said.

He called upon gurus, saints, 
and spiritual organizations to 
go beyond rituals and become 
active agents of social transfor-
mation. By reaching out to the 
youth and spreading awareness 
through religious discourses 
and community outreach, spiri-
tual leaders can play a vital role 
in the nation’s fight against nar-
cotics.

Zorawar Singh Jamwal, who 
has been at the forefront of 
various anti-drug campaigns 
across the Jammu region, reiter-
ated that only a collective spiri-
tual and social awakening can 
effectively counter the increas-
ing threat of drug addiction that 
is plaguing society.

He further appreciated the 

efforts of Romesh Bawa and 
other spiritual luminaries who 
are continuously working to 
revive and promote Sanatan 
values in everyday life.

The function was attended by 
a large gathering of devotees, 
community elders, youth activ-
ists, and social workers who 
echoed similar sentiments and 
pledged their commitment to 
supporting a drug-free and cul-
turally aware society.

The event concluded with a 
spiritual discourse and prayers 
for the well-being of society, par-
ticularly the younger generation, 
urging them to reconnect with 
their roots and contribute posi-
tively to the nation.

Among others who spoke on 
the occasion included Romesh 
Baba, Satish Sai from Jalland-
har, Punjab, Swami Vinay Muni 
Maharaj and Swami Satis-
hanand Maharaj.

Ganesh Sharma honoured on “World Art 
Day” by Mexico United for World Peace
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: 
Ganesh Kumar Sharma, 
eminent senior con-
temporary Internation-
ally acclaimed Sculptor, 
honoured by the Organi-
zation Mexico United for 
World Peace on “ World 
Art Day”. 

International Ambas-
sador for World Peace 
Dr. Miriam Arenas Bar-
rios and President of 
Mexico United for World 
Peace Organization, 
honoured and presented 

an International Certifi-
cate virtually to Ganesh 
Kumar Sharma for his 
extraordinary and kind 
efforts in spreading art, 
culture, love and peace 
through his art works at 
International level.

Ganesh chosen in few 
of the world renowned 
artists by the organiza-
tion and is the only artist 
from Jammu and Kash-
mir UT, who has been 
honored with Interna-
tional Certificate Award 
on this occasion. The 
management and Pres-

ident of the organiza-
tion congratulated and 
wishes more success in 
future to Ganesh.

Each year, on April 
15th, World Art Day 

celebrations contrib-
ute to strengthen links 
between artistic cre-
ations and society, pro-
moting greater aware-
ness of the diversity of 
artistic expressions and 
highlighting the contri-
butions of artists to sus-
tainable development.

Ganesh Sharma is 
working in the field of art 
and culture from more 
than forty five years and 
recipient of so many 
International, National 
and State level awards 
and honors.

Dimple slams BJP over Statehood betrayal, warns 
against destabilization of J&K Alliance Govt
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: 
Addressing a press con-
ference on Wednesday, 
Sunil Dimple, President 
of Mission Statehood 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
strongly criticized the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government 
for what he called a 
“betrayal of the people 
of Jammu and Kash-
mir.” He accused the 
BJP of backtracking on 
the promise of restoring 
statehood and special 
status, and attempting 
to destabilize the current 
alliance government 
in the Union Territory 
through political horse-
trading.

Dimple shared that he 
had telephonically con-
gratulated Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah on the suc-
cessful completion of six 
months of the alliance 
government, reaffirm-
ing his and his organi-
zation’s support to the 
coalition. He said the 
alliance government, 
despite external pres-
sures, will complete its 
full five-year term, and 

that all MLAs and alli-
ance partners stand 
united in their mission 
to serve the people.

The Mission State-
hood President dis-
missed ongoing media 
reports about alleged 
defections within the 
National Conference 
and alliance parties, 
calling them “fabricated 
stories fueled by vested 
interests.” He specifi-
cally held retired RAW 
chief A.S. Dulat respon-
sible for spreading false-
hoods about Article 370 
and playing psychologi-
cal games at the behest 
of the BJP to divide the 
alliance and mislead the 
public. Dimple alleged 
that these rumors were 
being circulated to pro-
mote Dulat’s newly pub-
lished book.

In his discussion with 

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 
Dimple raised concerns 
over media narratives 
suggesting that 10–18 
National Conference 
MLAs, including MP Aga 
Ruhullah, were planning 
to leave the party. Both 
leaders reportedly dis-
missed such rumors as 
baseless and politically 
motivated.

Dimple also expressed 
frustration over the 
delayed restoration of 
Jammu & Kashmir’s 
statehood and special 
status, calling it a denial 
of democratic rights. He 
demanded cancellation 
of the 84,000 domicile 
certificates issued to 
non-J&K residents and 
called for the revival of 
the original state subject 
system, warning that the 
region’s identity, culture, 
and demography were 

at risk.
He went on to allege 

that the RSS and BJP 
were enemies of Maha-
raja Hari Singh’s Dogra 
legacy, and accused 
them of systematically 
eroding the cultural 
roots and demographic 
makeup of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Dimple also 
criticized the BJP’s 
silence on the issue of 
statehood, saying its 
MLAs remained “mum 
during meetings with the 
Home Minister,” failing 
to represent the senti-
ments of the people.

In a scathing attack, 
Dimple accused the BJP 
government of issuing 
domiciles to non-resi-
dents from states like 
Punjab, Delhi, Hary-
ana, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Maharashtra, and allow-
ing them to purchase 
land and settle in J&K. 
He claimed that more 
than five lakh outsiders 
had already made their 
way into the region post 
the abrogation of Article 
370, with flats being sold 
to them by the JDA and 
Housing Department.

He further criticized the 

government for ignor-
ing the crisis of youth 
unemployment, citing 
that over 32,000 posts 
are lying vacant in gov-
ernment departments. 
He alleged that mining 
and liquor mafias were 
looting the region’s 
resources, and power 
projects were being 
handed over like colo-
nial assets to private 
interests.

GDC Nagrota organises awareness  lecture 
on “Healthy lifestyle to childhood Obesity”
Top News Report

NAGROTA, Apr 16: As 
part of Poshan Pakhwa-
da initiative NSS Unit of 
GDC Nagrota organized 
an awareness   lecture 
on Healthy lifestyle to 
childhood Obesity.

The Poshan Pakhwa-
da initiative, observed 
annually, aims to combat 
malnutrition and pro-
mote healthy lifestyles 
across India. 

In 2025, the seventh 
edition of this campaign 
is being held from April 
8 to 22, focusing on 
themes such as mater-
nal and infant nutrition, 
community-based man-
agement of malnutrition, 
and addressing child-
hood obesity.

The lecture was deliv-
ered by Dr. Sarita Devi 
from department of Zool-
ogy who emphasized 
the growing concern of 

childhood obesity and 
the importance of adopt-
ing a balanced diet, reg-
ular physical activity and 
mindful living to counter 
this health issue. 

The event was held 
under the guidance of 
Prof. Anjali Mahajan, 
Principal of College who 
commended the efforts 
of NSS Unit in promot-
ing health awareness 
among students and the 
community. 
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By: Vijay Garg 

3he recently crafted rump on 
the part of the Indian Institute 
of Management Ahmedabad is 

reported that there are 64.4% of women 
in the country’s agricultural workforce, 
but just six to ten% of women are in 
top positions in agriculture and top 
companies related to it. This rapat has 
highlighted the deep gap between the 
role of women in the agriculture sector 
and their low presence in top posi-
tions. According to Rapat, the future 
of agricultural business is education 
to women, by increasing education, 
workplaces inclusion, and the medium 
of leadership development. In Rapat 
it has come to empower that 30-40% 
enrolment of women in agricultural 
education programmes is the case, but 
very few of these find employment in 
the formal agriculture sector. So need 
to do women in agriculture. The same 
partnership of addressing the chal-
lenges and obstacles they face can be 
enriched with agriculture sector only 
by supporting them. Only then will the 
benefit of this society be able to get all 
the members. Experts quoted Rapat say 
raising women’s participation in agri-
culture sector will be. But despite the 
high academic level, their number in 
strong formal employment is negligi-
ble. It should be insisted on increasing. 
There are many strategies suggested to 
increase the participation of women in 

Rapat. These include ensuring women 
have equal access to resources, imple-
menting specially designed training 
programs for them, and motivating 
them for leadership by promoting inclu-
sive workplaces. Experts say the agricul-
tural landscape in the country presents 
a surprising contradiction. Women are 
an important part of agricultural work-
force and educational groups, yet gradu-
ates are not able to enter a larger portion 
of formal employment structures. We 
have to find solutions avenues consid-
ering this situation seriously. In fact, 
women’s participation in agriculture is 
a multi-dimensional process, which is 
influenced by many social, economic 
and political factors. Many challenges 
are yet to be resolved to promote the 
full and equal participation of women in 
agriculture. According to the hundreds 
of national sample survey office data, 
women in the agricultural labour force 
in India are in significant proportion. 
About 43% of the farmers and 52% of 
the agricultural labourers were women 
in the year 2010-11 period. But the 
participation of women in agricultural 
labour has increased in time. In the year 
2002- -03, the ratio of female cultiva-
tors increased by 37% to 43% in the year 
2010-11. In the same period, the ratio 
of women agricultural labourers 1143 
increased from 48% to 52%.

The main challenges in this field also 
have discrimination and stereotypes, 
which limit women’s access to resourc-

es, knowledge, and opportunities in this 
field. It is necessary to implement such 
policies and programs to solve these and 
promote equal participation of women 
in farming, which support promoting 
them in this field. This includes initia-
tives that are aimed at improving the 
reach of women to resources, knowl-
edge and ve| old thinking of people to 
change. For this, civil society can also 
play an important role in organizing 
agricultural sector women collectively, 
educating them about all their rights, 
extension services enabling their access 
to 1 and providing them training making 
sustainable livelihood”. For this, women 
will have to provide equal access to land 
and other resources, including loans, 
extension services and storage facili-
ties. It’s a great pleasure to have you. 
Promotion of recognition and value of 
unpaid and informal labour of women 
in agriculture | Must give. The policies 
and programmes that support women’s 
education and training in agriculture, 
including vocational training and 
expansion programmes, will have to be 
implemented. Women’s participation 
in the process of making r decisions at 
all levels including farmer organisa-
tions, co-operative societies and other 
local entities will have to be promoted. 
The provision of technical support and 
funding will have to support the devel-
opment of women-led initiatives and 
enterprises in agriculture. Women’s 
land ownership will have to be promot-

ed, in order to help them gain benefits 
under various farm schemes undoubt-
edly the role of women in agriculture 
is key. They do many farming related 
work, like selection of seeds, ploughing 
fields, harvesting crops, cattle manage-
ment, milking milk, collecting fodder 
etc. Their participation rates vary in dif-
ferent regions. But it is necessary to pro-
mote equality and improve stability and 
productivity of the area to increase the 
role of women. The agriculture sector 
will be able to prosper by supporting 
their equal participation. At the same 
time, women will be able to reach the 
leadership positions in agriculture and 
top companies related to it. Agriculture 
sector as well as it is necessary to do 
so for the development of the country. 
For this we all have to work by meeting. 
Society with the government also when 
it comes forward for such programs, 
only then the entire development of the 
country is possible. This development 
has to be made us functional.

( Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 
Columnist Street kour 

Chand MHR Malout 
Punjab)

The sun has turned cruel too soon this year, 
as Northern India grapples with a blis-
tering and premature heatwave that has 

scorched cities, drained rivers, and sent warnings 
echoing across the subcontinent. April, once a 
gentle prelude to summer, has morphed into an 
inferno in many states, with temperatures surg-
ing past 45°C — levels normally witnessed only 
in peak May and June. Meteorological experts 
and environmentalists are raising alarm bells 
over this early onset of extreme heat, linking it to 
broader patterns of climate change and its dev-
astating ripple effects.

On April 13, the city of Barmer in Rajasthan 
recorded a searing 46.4°C — a temperature far 
above normal for this time of year. Several towns 
across Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, and Delhi 
are also reeling under intense heat. Many regions 
in the northwestern plains are witnessing tem-
peratures 5 to 8 degrees Celsius above seasonal 
averages.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
has issued red alerts for Rajasthan, Haryana, 
and parts of western Uttar Pradesh, indicating a 
severe heatwave condition that poses a significant 
health risk. The IMD has also forecasted more fre-
quent and longer heatwaves in the coming weeks, 
cautioning that the summer of 2025 could be 
among the hottest India has ever recorded.

The early arrival of extreme heat is not an iso-
lated phenomenon. Climate scientists warn that 
it is part of a larger, disturbing trend. The rise in 
global average temperatures, driven by human-
induced greenhouse gas emissions, is making 
heatwaves more frequent, intense, and unpredict-
able. According to recent studies, the frequency of 
severe heat events in India has tripled in the last 
50 years, with northern and central India being 
the most affected.

Experts suggest that this year’s early heatwave 
may also be linked to the weakening of the West-
ern Disturbances — a key weather system that 
typically brings winter and early summer rains 
to north India. The absence of these rains has left 
the soil dry and the atmosphere parched, allowing 
temperatures to soar unchecked.

The human cost of such relentless heat is already 
being felt. Hospitals across affected regions have 
reported a spike in heatstroke cases, dehydration, 
and heat-induced exhaustion, especially among 
outdoor workers like construction laborers, farm-
ers, and traffic police personnel. Schools in sev-
eral districts of Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have 
been advised to reduce working hours or switch 
to online classes during peak daytime heat.

Children and the elderly are particularly vulner-
able. In rural areas, where access to healthcare is 
limited and awareness is low, the risk of fatali-
ties due to heat-related illnesses remains high. 
Government advisories are urging people to stay 
indoors, drink plenty of fluids, and avoid strenu-
ous activity — but for millions who live and work 
in harsh conditions, such precautions are often 
luxuries.

This early heat has also cast a shadow on agri-
culture, the backbone of rural livelihoods. Wheat, 
one of India’s primary rabi crops, is especially 
sensitive to temperature spikes during the final 
stage of grain filling. The sudden heat stress may 
lead to a decline in wheat yields, affecting both 
farmers’ income and food prices in the market.

Additionally, the demand for irrigation has 
increased sharply, putting pressure on already-
stressed groundwater resources. With summer 
just beginning, concerns are mounting over water 
scarcity, especially in drought-prone regions.

Cities, with their heat-trapping concrete jungles, 
are turning into pressure cookers. Air condition-
ing units are running full blast, causing massive 
surges in electricity demand. Power outages and 
load shedding are already being reported in parts 
of Delhi and neighboring areas. The urban poor, 
living in slums with limited access to cooling, 
remain the worst hit.

Meanwhile, the heat is also taking a toll on infra-
structure. Roads are buckling, railway tracks are 
expanding, and the risk of fires in densely popu-
lated localities has increased. Emergency services 
are on high alert.

The current crisis calls for immediate as well as 
long-term responses. Governments must expand 
access to public cooling centers, ensure the avail-
ability of clean drinking water, and equip health-
care facilities to deal with heat-related emergen-
cies. Public awareness campaigns on heatwave 
preparedness, especially in local languages, are 
crucial.

But more importantly, this heatwave is yet 
another wake-up call for sustained climate action. 
From urban planning to energy policies, from 
forest conservation to international cooperation, 
India must prioritize environmental resilience. 
The heat gripping the land today is not just a 
meteorological anomaly — it is a glimpse into 
a warmer, harsher future unless urgent action 
is taken.

As the sun blazes overhead, the message is clear: 
The time to prepare, adapt, and act is now. The 
heatwave may be early, but it must not catch us 
unprepared.

EDITORIAL
Protest against Waqf Amendment Act, Lawful Dissent, Not Lawless Rage         

Growing Involvement of Women in farming

Early Heatwave: 
Reminder of 

Climate Urgency

By: Omkar Dattatray

It should be accepted ,appre-
ciated and acknowledged 
by all political parties ,so 

called secular forces and the self –
styled champions of the Muslims 
as well as the common Muslims 
that waqf Amendment Bill has 
been passed by the supreme leg-
islative body of the country that 
is parliament and it has become 
an Act after it got the assent of 
the president of the Republic 
.Remember in a democracy, 
there is no place for violence on 
an act with which you are uncom-
fortable .The pseudo-secular par-
ties such as Congress, Smajwadi 
Party and TMC party of Mamata 
Benerjee are all instigating and 
inciting gullible Muslims against 
the most reformative ,transfor-
mative and most beneficial law 
which Waqf Amendment Act 
2025.Thus there is violence and 
communal riots in several parts 
of the country over the opposi-
tion and protest against the Waqf 
Amendment which is unjustified, 
unreasonable and against the 
democratic norms.There should 
be no violence under the guise 
of protesting against the Waqf 
Amendment. It is very disturb-
ing ,sad and unfortunate that in 
some parts of the country under 
a well planned manner violence 
has been perpetuated over the 
Waqf Amendment protest which 
is totally unjustified and has no 
place in a parliamentary democ-
racy of India and so all violence 
and communal outbursts in the 
name of protest and while pro-
testing against Waqf Amend-
ment should stop for upholding 
secularism, pluralism and com-
munal harmony. But the hard 
fact and bitter truth is that some 
fanatic Muslim organizations 
are playing in the hands of the 
pseudo –secular political par-
ties who have nothing to do with 
the minorities except furthering 
vote bank politics .So these very 
opposition parties for vote bank 
and appeasement politics are 
instigating Muslims against the 
recently passed Waqf Amend-

ment Act. Muslims as the citizens 
of this secular democracy should 
not fall prey to the machinations 
of the selfish and cunning politi-
cal parties and thus should desist 
from indulging in violence under 
the garb of protesting against the 
Amendment act. In India biggest 
minority community –Muslims 
have equal rights ,civil freedoms 
,liberties as well as the freedom of 
religion and worship and they are 
first class citizens along with the 
Hindus who constitute majority 
community in India. But it is very 
unfortunate that some Muslims 
and their self-styled champions 
are creating violence under the 
garb of protesting against the 
Waqf Act which is totally unac-
cepted and against the law of the 
land. These protesting Muslims 
are taking law into their hands 
and are fomenting communal 
trouble and clashes. It is the truth 
of the Muslim samaj that wher-
ever they are in majority across 
the country, they are intimidat-
ing  ,harassing and exploiting  
the Hindus who tolerate all this 
because they think that overall 
Muslims are a minority com-
munity in India. In west Ben-
gal’s Murshidabad ,there was 
violence and communal clashes 
thanks to the highhandedness 
of the Muslim community .At 
least three deaths have occurred 
due to violence which erupted in 
the demonstrations and protests 
against the Waqf Amendment 
Act. Hindus are being intimidated 
and harassed,targeted as if it was 
the Hindu /majority community 
who passed the Waqf bill  and a 
number of them have been forced 
to leave their homes and hearths 
.Hindus are by and large a peace-
ful community and they believe 
in the policy and philosophy 
of live and let live. The Hindus 
uphold the sanatan doctrine of 
Sarva Dharma /Panth Sambhava 
and thus they have no enmity and 
hatred for other communities 
and people of other faiths. But 
the fact is that their broadmin-
dedness and sagacity is taken as 
the sign of their weakness and as 
a result people professing Hindu-
ism are subjected to harassment, 

intimidation and maltreatment 
and they are oppressed. The 
million dollar question is if the 
Hindus are not feeling safe in 
their own country India, where 
they will be safe and where they 
shall go to seek asylum?.Muslims 
should follow Quranic injections 
and adhere to Quran’s principle 
of Lukma Din Kum Waliyakum 
Din and love the people of other 
faiths and should leave their hate 
and hatred for Hindus. Further 
they should realize that they 
are in a minority in India. Thus 
their indulging in violence has no 
justification and so they should 
shed violence under the guise of 
protest against the waqf Amend-
ment Act. Hindus of India are a 
big surety and guarantee for the 
safety,security ,dignity and well-
being  of the Muslims and in turn 
Muslims should learn to revere 
,respect and honor Hindu’s .But 
Alas!  it is not happening and 
Muslims ,I mean to say many of 
them are becoming radicalized 
and indoctrinated and they are 
more or less waging a war on 
them and the Hindus are forced 
to migrate from those places 
where Muslims are in majority. 
This is not good for the Muslim 
community nor for the country. 
Muslims should control their 
emotions and should appreciate 
reality that the Waqf Amendment 
Act has been passed by the par-
liament as per the provisions of 
the constitution and all legal for-
malities had been complied with 
while debating and passing the 
Waqf Amendment Bill 2025  and 
so the bill is valid constitutionally 
.However some political parties 
and Muslim organizations have 
challenged the constitutional 
validity  of Waqf Amendment 
Act 2025 in the top Court of the 
country and it is hoped that the 
judiciary which is independent 
and supreme in the country will 
uphold the Waqf Amendment 
Act 2025.Supreme Court will 
not intervene with the legislative 
domain of the parliament and 
will uphold the concerned act 
which had been enacted for the 
efficient management and gover-
nance and administration of the 

Waqf properties. Minority Affairs 
Minister of the country Kiren 
Rjiju has rightly remarked that 
he is confident that the SC will 
not venture into legislative mat-
ters. He further said,’’ We have 
to respect each other .If tomor-
row the government interferes 
into judiciary ,it won’t be nice. 
The separation of powers is well 
defined  .’’We have seen it in the 
past that parliament is supreme 
and we have also appreciated that 
the verdict in Shah Bano Case 
has been nullified by the act of 
the parliament though under the 
influence and dictates of pseudo 
–secularism   ,minoritism and 
vote bank politics by the then 
Congress government. There-
fore it is hoped that the highest 
court of the land will not interfere 
with the legislative supremacy of 
the parliament and it will uphold 
the Waqf Amendment Law in the 
national interest. Coming to the 
title of this write up, it can be 
opined that the Common Mus-
lims should not fall prey to the 
selfish and cunning politics of  
some political parties and they 
should as such desist from stok-
ing communal tensions in several 
pockets of the country where they 
are in majority. Long live secu-
lar democracy and communal 
harmony! But for this Muslim 
community should also take ini-
tiative and maintain peace and 
communal harmony and not 
indulge in undemocratic protests 
but adhere to democratic norms 
while protesting because protest 
is the democratic right of the 
citizens including minorities but 
they should not cross the limit 
and indulge in violence and those 
violating should be arrested and 
given exemplary punishment. 	  

(The author is a 
columnist, social, KP 

activist & Freelancer)
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GCW Bhagwati Nagar 
organizes symposium on 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: The 
NSS and NCORD unit 
of Government College 
for Women (GCW), 
Bhagwati Nagar, orga-
nized a symposium on 
the NashaMukt Bharat 
Abhiyan (Drug-Free 
India Campaign) on 
Wednesday.

The event aimed to 
raise awareness among 
students and the com-

munity about the detri-
mental effects of drug 
abuse and the impor-
tance of a drug-free 
society.

It brought together stu-
dents, faculty members, 
and guest speakers who 
shared insights, person-
al stories, and strategies 
for prevention and reha-
bilitation.

The symposium includ-
ed thought-provoking 
speeches, interactive 

sessions, and presen-
tations that encouraged 
open dialogue about 
drug abuse and its 
impact on youth. 

The event emphasized 
the role of education and 
community engagement 
in achieving the vision 
of a Nasha Mukt Bharat.

Principal Prof. (Dr.) 
Naveen Anand applaud-
ed the efforts of the NSS 
and NCORD unit, stat-
ing, “Such initiatives 
are crucial in shaping 
a healthier and more 
responsible society. 

Our students must be 
empowered with the 
knowledge and support 
they need to make the 
right choices.”

The event concluded 
with a pledge taken by 
all participants to con-
tribute towards a drug-
free India.

GDC Paloura organizes series of activities to 
commemorate birth anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: Gov-
ernment Degree College 
(GDC) Paloura orga-
nized series of activities 
to commemorate birth 
anniversary of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar.

The programme was 
organized by NSS unit 
in collaboration with 
Department of Political 
Science and Depart-
ment of Education under 
the guidance of Dr. Kul-
vinder Kour, Principal of 
the college.

On day one, Essay 
writing competition was 
organized in which 
Monika secured first 
position, second posi-
tion was secured by 
Kamaljeet and third 

position was secured 
by Manful Dogra.

The programme was 
adjudged by Dr. Rabia 
Iqbal, Prof. Neha Bhagat  
and Prof. Vijay Kumari.

On day two, a special 
screening of Documen-
tary on the life of B. R. 
Ambedkar was organ-
ised. 

On Day 3, NSS vol-
unteers participated in 
Padyatra from Bikram 
Chowk to B. R. Ambed-
kar Chowk and paid 
floral tributes to Ambed-
kar.

The series of the activi-
ties was culminated with 
the seminar on “Contri-
bution of B.R. Ambed-
kar in the development 
of India”. Prof. Amit 
Bhalla, Head Depart-
ment of Political science 

in his keynote address 
said that Ambedkar was 
the key architect of the 
Indian Constitution. 

He further added that 
Dr. Ambedkar’s philoso-
phy revolved around 
achieving social justice, 
equality, and human dig-
nity through political and 
social reforms.

Dr. Kulvinder Kour, 
Principal of the college 
in her address added 
that Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar dedicated his life to 
working for the uplift-
ment of untouchables, 
women, and labourers.

She further stated 
that Dr. Ambedkar envi-
sioned a society where 

the weaker sections, 
marginalised and down-
trodden get equal rights 
and respect.  Pledge on 
Preamble of India was 
also administered to all 
the participants.

The session ended 
with a vote of thanks 
offered by Dr. Shivani 
Sharma.

Top News Report

RAMGARH, Apr 
16 :  Government 
Degree College (GDC) 
Ramgarh organized the 
certificate distribution 
ceremony for the Five-
Day Civil Defence Train-
ing Programme under 
the guidance of the col-
lege Principal, Prof. (Dr.) 
Meeru Abrol.

The training pro-
gramme was conducted 
as per the directions of 
the Additional Director 
General of Police HG/
Civil Defence & SDRF, 
J&K, and the Deputy 
Controller, Civil Defence 
Samba.

The objective of the 
training was to equip 
students with essential 

life-saving skills and 
techniques necessary 
for emergency pre-
paredness and disaster 
response.

During the workshop 
various training ses-
sions were conducted 
by experienced Civil 
Defence experts and 
covered crucial topics 
including First Aid, Fire 
Prevention and Con-
trol, Fire fighting Tech-
niques, Snake Bite 
Management, Choking 
Response, and other 
basic life-saving skills, 
along with preven-
tive measures during 
natural and man-made 
disasters. Programme 
commenced with light-
ing of lamp by Prof. (Dr.) 
Meeru Abrol and other 

faculty present on the 
occasion.

The event was coordi-
nated by Ashok Kumar 
and Prof. Brham Dutt. 
Jeet Singh, Sub-Inspec-
tor SDRF Samba, and 
Instructor Jyoti Prakash 
were present on the 
occasion who played 
instrumental role in 
guiding the participants 
throughout the training. 
The formal welcome 
address was delivered 
by Ashok Kumar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Prof. (Dr.) Meeru 
Abrol thanked the SDRF 
team for successfully 
conducting the work-
shop in the College. 
She emphasized that 
more such training pro-
gramme should be orga-
nized in the College for 
benefit of students.

Certificates were dis-
tributed to all students 
who actively participat-
ed in the five-day train-
ing workshop.

Jagmeet Kour student 
of Sem-VI did comper-
ing of the event and 
Sem-IV student Komal 
Devi gave an insight of 
the workshop.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from all faculty 
members of the college, 
marking its significance 
as a step forward in 
community safety and 
disaster preparedness.

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks, expressing 
gratitude to the Civil 
Defence team, resource 
persons, college faculty, 
and student participants 
for their active participa-
tion.

GDC Ramgarh organizes certificate 
distribution ceremony for Civil Defence 
Training Programme

DLSA Udhampur convenes Under 
Trial Review Committee meeting

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Apr 
16: District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA) 
Udhampur convened 
an Under Trial Review 
Committee (UTRC) 
meeting  in view of the 
Schedule of Quarterly 
UTRC Meetings-2025 
and in adherence to the 
directives issued by the 
National Legal Services 
Authority (NLSA) and 
J&K Legal Services 
Authority (J&K LSA).

The meeting was 
held at Conference 
Hall, DLSA Udhampur 
which aimed at review-
ing cases of under-trial 
prisoners to expedite 
the release of eligible 
candidates who have 
undergone a lengthy 
waiting period without 
trial.

 The meeting was 
chaired by Virinder 

Singh Bhou, Chairper-
son DLSA, Principal 
District & Sessions 
Judge Udhampur and 
was attended by, Dr. 
Smriti Sharma, Secre-
tary DLSA Udhampur, 
Saloni Rai, Deputy Com-
missioner Udhampur, 
Amod Ashok Nagpure, 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Udhampur, 
Som Raj, I/C Super-
intendent District Jail, 
Udhampur,  Hemanshu 
Prakash (Addl. Public 
Prosecutor, Addl. Ses-
sions Court Udham-
pur),  Viney Sharma, I/C 
Public Prosecutor, Prin-
cipal Distt. & Sessions 
Judge Court Udhampur, 
Pawan Gupta, Chief 
LADC Udhampur.       

During the meeting, 
the committee reviews 
cases based on guide-
lines from the Supreme 
Court and NALSA 
SOPs, focusing on pris-

oners with no proper 
representation or those 
who have spent sub-
stantial time behind bars 
without trial.

The committee recom-
mends the release of eli-
gible prisoners, ensur-
ing that the benefits of 
legal provisions reach 
the intended beneficia-
ries. The meeting also 
discu

sses action items, such 
as conducting regular 
meetings to track prog-
ress, maintaining a con-
solidated data sheet to 
monitor prisoner cases, 
and preparing quarterly 
reports.

The meeting conclud-
ed with appreciation 
expressed by Chairper-
son DLSA Udhampur 
to all the stakeholders 
for their proactive par-
ticipation in addressing 
the concerns related to 
under trial prisoners.

Top News Report

KATHUA, Apr 16: The Department 
of Environmental Sciences in col-
laboration with the Raavi Eco Club 
of Government Degree College, 
Kathua organized an exposure field 
visit for students to the Department 
of Agriculture, Kathua and the Poly-

house Unit agricultural site at Village 
Sampl Sampla.

This educational tour was aimed at 
enhancing students’ practical under-
standing of modern and urban agri-
cultural techniques.

The visit was conducted under the 
overall guidance of the Principal, 
Prof. Seema Mir, who flagged off 

the student group and encouraged 
them to make the most of the learn-
ing opportunity.

The visit was meticulously coordi-
nated by Prof. Arvind Kumar, Head, 
Department of Environmental Sci-
ences, along with Dr. Hilal Ahmed, 
Dr. Anjali Devi, and Prof. Anil 
Sharma, Assistant Professor, Horti-
cultural Technology.

During the visit, students were 
introduced to a variety of contempo-
rary farming techniques and scien-
tific agricultural practices.

A major highlight was a live dem-
onstration of mushroom cultiva-
tion by Ashwani Kumar, Mushroom 
Development Officer Kathua, who 
explained the stages of mushroom 
farming and its potential as a sustain-
able urban farming method.

Students also gained practical 
insights into soil testing methods 

under the supervision of Murari Lal, 
District Agricultural Extension Offi-
cer, and  Anil Kumar, Assistant Soil 
Chemist.

The session emphasized the impor-
tance of soil health analysis in crop 
productivity and sustainable agricul-
ture.

Further, Pankaj Jasrotia (JAEO) 
elaborated on a range of urban agri-
cultural techniques, including Vertical 
and horizontal farming, Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM), Shade 
house cultivation.These techniques 
highlighted the adaptability and inno-
vation possible within urban and peri-
urban farming environments.

The students also visited a Poly-
house Unit at Village Sampla, estab-
lished by the Department of Agricul-
ture.

The tour, guided by Parmodh 
Kumar, Agricultural Extension Offi-

cer kathua, he provided a detailed 
insights into polyhouse structures, 
crop selection, microclimate control, 
and year-round cultivation strategies.

To conclude the visit, Sanjeev Rai, 
Chief Agricultural Officer, Kathua, 
addressed the students.

He spoke about the various gov-
ernment schemes and subsidies 
available to support young entrepre-
neurs in agriculture, urging students 
to consider agriculture as a promis-
ing career pathway that blends inno-
vation, sustainability, and business 
opportunities.

The visit successfully provided stu-
dents with experiential learning and a 
broader perspective on modern farm-
ing techniques. It was a perfect blend 
of theoretical knowledge and real-
world application, leaving students 
inspired and better informed about 
emerging agricultural practices.

Department of Environmental Sciences, Raavi Eco Club 
organize Educational Field Visit to Agricultural Sites

Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 16: 
NSS unit in collabo-
ration with Zoology 
Department of Govern-
ment Degree College 
R S Pura organized a 
Slogan Writing Com-
petition on Wednesday 
as a part of the ongoing 
Poshan Maah celebra-
tions, a nation-wide ini-
tiative aimed at promot-
ing awareness about 
nutrition and healthy 
living.

 This Programme was 
a sequel of activities 
conducted to observe 
Poshan Maah, which 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from stu-
dents across various 
streams, who show-
cased their creativ-
ity and commitment 
towards spreading the 
message of balanced 
nutrition, health, and 
well-being.

 The competition was 
held under the super-
vision of Dr. Chanchal 
Angral,NSS PO and 
under the able guid-
ance of Principal of the 
College Prof. (Dr.) Pre-
etpal Kour encouraging 

young minds to engage 
in public health cam-
paigns through artistic 
expression.

In the said competition 
the first position was 
secured by Ruhani of 
sem 2, second position 
was clinched by Taniya 
Sharma of sem 4 and 
the third position was 
bagged by Shikha Chib 
of sem 6.

Principal of the Col-
lege Prof. (Dr.) Preet-
pal Kour applauded the 
efforts of the NSS Team 
and participants.

She also emphasized 
the importance of nutri-
tion awareness among 
youth. “Such initiatives 
play a crucial role in 
shaping a healthier and 
more informed society,” 
she said.

The performance of 
the participants was 
adjudged by Dr. Neeti 
Chibber and Dr. Renu 
Sharma from the 
Department of Botany.

The faculty members 
who graced the event 
were Dr. Anupama Pan-
dotra, Dr. Akrity Parihar, 
Dr. Hari Singh, Dr. Sunil 
Mangoch and Dr. Sav-
leen Kour.

GDC R S  Pura organizes 
Slogan Writing Competition 
under Poshan Maah Initiative
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A heartwarming throw-
back video featuring vet-
eran actress Jaya Bach-
chan is making waves 
on social media.

The clip is from the 
2007 Filmfare Awards, 
where Jaya was hon-
oured with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

During her acceptance 
speech—delivered just 
months before Aish-
warya Rai and Abhishek 
Bachchan’s wedding—
she publicly welcomed 
Aishwarya into the 
Bachchan family in an 
emotional moment that 
touched many hearts.

“Today, I’m going to 
be a mother-in-law all 
over again to a wonder-
ful, lovely girl, who has 
great values, great dig-
nity, and a lovely smile. 

I welcome you to the 
family. Love you,” Jaya 
said from the stage.

She added, “I thought 
this would be the right 
time to accept this 
award. I’d like to say, 
Almighty, whoever he 
or she may be, hum 
ko man ki Shakti dena, 
man vijay kare. Jhooth 
se door rahe aur sach 
ka man bharein.” (Give 
us mental strength, let 
the mind win. Stay away 
from lies and fill the mind 
with truth.)

Seated in the audi-
ence, a visibly moved 
Aishwarya could not 
hold back her tears at 
her soon-to-be moth-
er-in-law’s love and 
acceptance. The clip 
also shows Amitabh 
Bachchan getting teary-

eyed. The clip has now 
resurfaced online and is 
going viral, reminding 
fans of the strong bond 

shared within the Bach-
chan family.

This was not the 
only time Jaya praised 

Aishwarya. During an 
earlier appearance on 
“Koffee With Karan”, she 
described as a perfect fit 
for the Bachchan family.

“She is such a big star 
herself. But when we are 
all together, I have never 
seen her push herself 
forward. She stands 
behind, is quiet, listen-
ing and taking it all in,” 
Jaya said.

She added, “Aishwarya 
has fitted in so beauti-
fully—not just into the 
family, but also into our 
lives and social circles. 
She is a strong woman 
with a lot of dignity.”

A i shwarya  and 
Abhishek tied the knot 
in April 2007. The power 
duo welcomed their 
daughter, Aaradhya, in 
November 2011.

Kareena Kapoor Khan 
and Prithviraj Sukuma-
ran have boarded the 
new film by “Talvar” and 
“Raazi” director Meghna 
Gulzar.

Titled “Daayra”, the film 
taps into the pulse of the 
people as it confronts 
the topical and diaboli-
cal realities unfolding 
in society today. This 
crime-drama thriller 
explores the age-old 
paradox of crime, pun-
ishment, and justice, 
according to a press 
release by the makers.

“As I celebrate 25 
incredible years in Hindi 
cinema, I’m thrilled to 
announce my next film, 
Daayra, with the incred-
ible Meghna Gulzar in 
the director’s chair. I’ve 
long admired her work, 
from Talvar to Raazi, 
and to be directed by her 
is a dream come true. 

The opportunity to 
collaborate with the tal-
ented Prithviraj is also 
a highlight, and I’m 

drawn to the film’s bold, 
thought-provoking nar-
rative,” Kareena said in 
a statement.

“Daayra”, she said, 
promises to be a cin-
ematic experience that 
would be challeng-
ing and inspiring. After 
“Talvar” and “Raazi”, it 
is the third collaboration 
between Gulzar and 
Junglee Pictures.

Sukumaran, who last 
directed and starred in 

Malayalam superhit “L2: 
Empuran”, said, “When 
the script was narrated 
to me, I knew I had to 
do this. I was thoroughly 
absorbed by my charac-
ter and what he brings 
to the table as the story 
progress. It is layered 
and will definitely con-
nect with the masses.” 
The film is co-written by 
Gulzar, Sima Agarwal 
and Yash Keswani.

Gulzar said the film is 

a story that will compel 
one to “reflect on the 
society we live in and its 
institutions that pilot us”.

“With co-writers Sima 
and Yash, unravelling 
the greys within the 
black and white, was 
both challenging and 
exciting. And as Karee-
na and Prithviraj bring 
the lead characters to 
life, the narrative dynam-
ics are all set to elevate 
further! It’s always cre-

atively gratifying to col-
laborate with Junglee 
Pictures, known for 
backing stories that are 
compelling and demand 
telling,” the director said.

Amrita Pandey, CEO 
of Junglee Pictures 
praised Gulzar for her 
exceptional craft, deep 
sensitivity, and knack for 
blending entertainment 
and substance, which 
she said make her the 
ideal collaborator.

“We are fortunate to 
have a dream casting 
with Kareena and Prith-
viraj taking on the lead 
roles. 

Yash and Sima who 
have co-written the film 
along with Meghna, 
have created such a 
cinematic screenplay 
that adeptly tackles the 
complexities of our time. 
We can’t wait to embark 
on this journey,” Pandey 
added.

The film is currently in 
pre-production stage.

Award winning filmmaker 
Faraz Ali’s short film Obur is a 
revelation in more ways than 
one. Telling the story of a young 
boy in Kashmir, it neither trains 
its lens on military nor militancy. 
What’s more, the entire film is 
shot on an I-phone. As Obur lit-
erally swept the Critics’ Choice 
Awards this year, winning no 
less than four awards for best 
film, direction, cinematography 
and writing in short film catego-
ry, Ali shares, “All through the 
making of the film, I prioritised 
storytelling over anything else.” 
Encapsulating the tale of a 
mother and son and how power 
outage affects him, he wanted 
to draw attention to everyday 
issues of ordinary mortals.

Hailing from Allahabad, now 
Prayagraj, Ali was inadvertently 
drawn to The Valley often rep-
resented in broad strokes of 
beauty or terror. What struck 
him the most was, “There is life 
beyond the shadow of the gun. 
People have fun, why even we 
played cricked on its streets, 
and above all there is hope.” 
In fact, the talented filmmaker’s 
earlier feature Shoebox was 
on his hometown, Allahabad, 
which he has seen changing 
so much that it became a friend 
he grew up with, but could no 
longer relate to its changing 
characteristics. Truth of the city 
is interesting for him, “Allahabad 
is a fragment of my memory.”

He shares how personification 
of a city is evident more impact-
fully in films like Garam Hawa. 
He observes, “The same city 
can be seen differently through 
the gaze of different filmmak-

ers. For instance, the Bombay 
seen in Ram Gopal Varma’s 
movies is so different from the 
one in The Lunchbox. The one 
in Payal Kapadia’s All We Imag-
ine As Light is again markedly 
unique.” Only he doesn’t find 
much difference between the 
problems of people in different 
cities. Yes, even those living in 
the Valley face similar predica-
ments as any other.

More than facts, he feels its 
truth which will survive the test 
of time. Indeed, each person’s 
vantage point is unique. He 
states, “Sky is blue is a fact. 
But I might see sorrow in it, 
whereas another maker might 
sense happiness.” Hence, it’s 
not ‘seeing is believing’ for him 
but feeling is. As he puts it, “Your 
gut instinct always tells you what 
is right.” Interestingly, captur-
ing the film on a mobile phone 
seemed the right choice for this 
advertising professional. For it 

meant the crew didn’t have to 
drag heavy equipment through 
snow-laden terrains and reach 
remote areas. “Choice of equip-
ment complements your story.” 
Since most actors were facing 
the camera for the first time, he 
reveals, “They were not intimi-
dated by a mobile phone as 
they were quite accustomed to 
making reels on it.”

Ali’s background in advertis-
ing is not the reason why he 
turned to making films. His 
cinematic sensibility may not 
have been shaped by his voca-
tion of making commercials. He 
opines, “To keep your artistic 
voice intact, you have to under-
stand the economy of India, 
which is so different from that 
of Europe or the US. For, unlike 
the west we don’t we have 
the culture of grants.” So, he 
believes in the axiom, ‘one for 
the soul and one for the kitchen’, 
with the later invariably, feeding 

his artistic integrity. He quips, 
“Why does a filmmaker have to 
die in penury?”

In the near future, he will 
once again be making a film 
on Kashmir, hoping to pull off 
a comedy, but in long term he 
does not want to burden himself 
with expectations of particular 
kind of films he would like to be 
known for. All he wants is, “To 
have a great time while making 
films and ensure that no one on 
his sets is having a bad time. 
While I am in the thick of action, 
my prime motive is to make 
films ethically.” For him, means 
don’t justify the end but are as 
important the final goal. Thus, to 
the aspirants from small towns 
desirous of taking a plunge into 
the world of filmmaking, he 
does not have any advice, only 
ready to offer a ‘non- toxic envi-
ronment’, so when they work 
with him, the wonder of cinema 
is intact. Winning awards may 
not be sine qua non for keep-
ing his sense of amazement or 
love for cinema alive. But as he 
states, “It puts the spotlight on 
you. Every filmmaker needs that 
attention. Success of each film 
decides what you make next. 
Besides, it might inspire some-
one writing a beautiful story sit-
ting in Kashmir to make one.”

Of course, beyond success 
or failure, curiosity for him is 
the real trigger. As Walt Disney 
said, “We keep moving forward, 
opening new doors and doing 
new things, because we’re curi-
ous and curiosity keeps lead-
ing us down new paths.” Rest 
assured, Ali will be forging new 
ones.

‘Love you’: Jaya Bachchan’s welcome to Aishwarya 
Rai into family goes viral

Meghna Gulzar to direct Kareena Kapoor Khan and 
Prithviraj Sukumaran in crime-drama thriller ‘Daayra’

Vision Kashmir: Filmmaker Faraz Ali’s short film 
shows there is life in the Valley

Actor Kritika Kamra, 
best known for “Bheed”, 
“Bambai Meri Jaan” and 
“Gyaarah Gyaarah”, will 
play one of the lead roles 

in an upcoming women-
led drama, directed by 
Anusha Rizvi of “Peepli 
Live” fame.

The film, produced by 

Jio Studios, also fea-
tures Sheeba Chaddha 
and Shreya Dhanwan-
thary.

Set against the vibrant 
backdrop of Delhi, the 
untitled film delves 
into a poignant human 
story that highlights the 
strength and resilience 
of its female protago-
nists. A representative 
of the production house 
said they are thrilled to 
bring together such a 
talented team for this 
movie.

“The narrative is both 
powerful and timely, 
and we believe it will 
resonate deeply with 
the audiences,” the 
representative said in 
a statement. Principal 
photography on the proj-
ect commenced earlier 
this month in the capital.

Actress Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas will be 
featuring alongside 
Hollywood stars Will 
Ferrell and Zac Efron in 
an upcoming comedy 
film by director Nicholas 
Stoller. Priyanka joined 
the project along with 
Michael Pena, the star 
of movies and shows 
such as Shooter, Fury, 
End of Watch, Narcos: 
Mexico and Jack Ryan.

The movie, which 
was earlier titled Judg-
ment Day, focuses on 
a young convict (Efron) 
who gets out of prison 
and takes an unscripted 
TV courtroom hostage, 
as he is convinced 
that the judge (Fer-
rell) delivered a ruling 
that destroyed his life. 
The cast also includes 
Oscar-winner Regina 
Hall, Jimmy Tatro and 
Billy Eichner.

The project reunites 
Priyanka with Efron, 
her co-star from the 
2017 movie Baywatch. 

Priyanka’s upcoming 
projects also include 
The Bluff and Heads 
of State, starring John 

Cena and Idris Elba. 
She is also awaiting the 
second season of her 
action series Citadel.

In an exciting depar-
ture from the conven-
tional, actor Aadesh 
Chaudhary is step-
ping into the shoes of 
a detective—but not 
just any detective. With 
his latest project titled 
The H Files, Aadesh is 

on a mission not just 
to entertain but also to 
enlighten. The show, 
set to premiere on Bot-
toms Up Studios’ You-
Tube channel, dives 
deep into health-relat-
ed mysteries, featuring 
a gripping investiga-

tive format never seen 
before. Aadesh says, 
“In today’s time, main-
taining good health has 
become crucial and the 
concept of The H Files 
sounded very interest-
ing. There’s a lot of 
misinformation on the 
internet, so my friend 
and producer Kunal 
(Garud)—who also 
owns Clink Communi-
cation and Bottoms Up 
Studios—and I came up 
with this idea to present 
it through The H Files, 
blending acting with 
meaningful informa-
tion.” Releasing every 
Tuesday and Thursday, 
The H Files promises to 
be both educational and 
gripping.

Aadesh will play a 
detective, tackling puz-
zling cases. Aadesh 
says, “I’m playing a 
detective who investi-
gates different cases 
and shares that knowl-
edge with people. 
Nobody has ever pre-
sented health-related 
facts in a detective style 
before, so The H Files 
will be an unexpected 
and exciting watch.”

Known for his impact-
ful performances in 
popular shows like 
Sasural Simar Ka, Yeh 
Dil Sun Raha Hai and 
Laal Ishq, Aadesh has 
always leaned toward 
content with depth.

Kritika Kamra signs ‘Peepli Live’ 
director Anusha Rizvi’s next film

Priyanka Chopra Jonas joins Will 
Ferrell-Zac Efron’s upcoming 
comedy film

Aadesh Chaudhary essays 
the role of a detective in 
The H Files
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YAVATMAL, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Three work-
ers were killed and two 
others injured when a 
steel storage unit for 
pulses fell on them while 
they were working at a 
mill in Maharashtra’s 
Yavatmal district, police 
said on Wednesday.

The incident took 
place at Manorma Jain 
Dal Mill located in the 
Maharashtra Industrial 
Development Corpo-
ration (MIDC) area in 
Yavatmal on Tuesday 

evening, they said.
The storage unit broke 

and fell on five workers, 
a police official said.

Three workers were 
killed and two other 
workers suffered inju-
ries and were undergo-
ing treatment in a hospi-
tal, the official said.

Two of the deceased 
were from Madhya 
Pradesh and one hailed 
from Wardha district in 
Maharashtra, the police 
said.

KOLKATA, Apr 16 
(Agencies): West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednes-
day termed the recent 
communal violence in 
Murshidabad as “pre-
planned” and accused a 
section of the BSF, cen-
tral agencies, and the 
BJP of fanning tension 
by allegedly facilitating 
cross-border influx from 
Bangladesh.

Speaking at a meet-
ing with Imams, Baner-
jee alleged that despite 
the volatile situation in 
neighbouring Bangla-
desh, the central gov-
ernment allowed illegal 
entry from across the 
border, and claimed 

that the BSF and cer-
tain agencies played a 
role in triggering unrest 
in Bengal.

Banerjee urged Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi not to implement 
the “atrocious” Waqf 
Amendment Act and 
requested him to keep 
the Union Home Min-
istry, headed by Amit 
Shah, under control.

“I would request the 
Prime Minister to keep 
a check on Amit Shah, 
he is doing harm to the 
nation to serve his own 
political agenda,” she 
said.

“I came across news 
claiming the role of ele-
ments from across the 

border in Murshidabad 
unrest. Is it not the role 
of the BSF to guard the 
border? The state gov-
ernment does not guard 
the international border. 
The Central government 
must take responsibility,” 
Banerjee said.

The CM announced a 

compensation of Rs 10 
lakh each for the fami-
lies of three people killed 
during the violence and 
directed the state chief 
secretary to initiate a 
probe into the role of the 
BSF, alleging that the 
force opened fire which 
led to the death of one 

of them.
“I will find out whom 

the BSF had financed in 
the bordering areas by 
giving money to youths 
to pelt throw during the 
violence,” she said.

Alleging that outsiders 
linked to the BJP entered 
the state and incited 
violence, Banerjee said, 
“Why did they allow 
BJP thugs from outside 
to come and create 
chaos before fleeing? 
Accountability must be 
fixed. They want to pola-
rise and divide Hindus 
and Muslims. They want 
their Jumla government. 
Don’t divide the country; 
unite all instead.”

MODASA (GUJARAT), 
Apr 16 (Agencies): 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednes-
day said though party 
cadres seem demor-
alised in Gujarat, only 
his outfit can defeat the 
Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) and 
the BJP.

On his second visit 
to Gujarat in a week, 
the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha 
expressed his party’s 

resolve to finish the 
task of defeating the 
RSS and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), 
which is in power in the 
western state for nearly 
30 years.

He described Gujarat, 
where the Congress 
was once a powerful 
political force, as the 
most important state for 
the opposition party.

Gandhi was address-
ing booth-level Con-
gress workers at 

Modasa town in Arvalli 
district after launching a 
pilot project of strength-
ening district units as 
part of the grand old 
party’s efforts to revamp 
the organisation in 
Gujarat, where assem-
bly polls are due in late 
2027.

“Gujarat is the most 
important state for the 
Congress party. We 
seem demoralised in 
Gujarat, but we will 
defeat them (BJP) in the 

state. I am here to tell 
you that it is not difficult. 
We will definitely finish 
this task. 

Only the Congress 
party can defeat the 
RSS and the BJP,” he 
told the gathering.

NEW DELHI, Apr 
16 (Agencies): Chief 
Justice of India Sanjiv 
Khanna on Wednes-
day recommended to 
the Centre the name of 
Justice Bhushan Ram-
krishna Gavai as the 
next CJI.

Justice Gavai, the 
second senior-most 
Supreme Court judge 
after the incumbent 
CJI Khanna, is set to 
become the 52nd CJI on 
May 14 after the retire-
ment of CJI Khanna on 
May 13.

Justice Gavai, who 
was elevated as a judge 
of the Supreme Court 
on May 24, 2019, would 
have a tenure of over six 
months as the CJI. He is 
due to retire on Novem-
ber 23, 2025.

CJI Khanna, who was 
sworn in as the 51st CJI 
on November 11 last 
year, recommended to 
the Union law ministry to 
appoint Justice Gavai as 
the next CJI.

The retirement age of 
Supreme Court judges 
is 65 years.

Born on November 24, 

1960 at Amravati, Jus-
tice Gavai was elevated 
as an additional judge of 
the Bombay High Court 
on November 14, 2003.

He became a perma-
nent judge of the high 
court on November 12, 
2005.

Justice Gavai has 
been a part of several 
Constitution Benches 
in the apex court which 
delivered path-breaking 
verdicts.

He was part of a five-
judge Constitution 
Bench which in Decem-
ber 2023 unanimously 
upheld the Centre’s 
decision to abrogate 
provisions of Article 370 
bestowing special status 
to the erstwhile state of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Another five-judge 
Constitution Bench, of 
which Justice Gavai 
was a part, annulled the 
electoral bonds scheme 
for political funding.

He was a part of a 
five-judge Constitution 
bench which, by a 4:1 
majority verdict, gave its 
stamp of approval to the 
Centre’s 2016 decision 

to demonetise Rs 1,000 
and Rs 500 denomina-
tion currency notes.

Justice Gavai was part 
of a seven-judge con-
stitution Bench, which 
by a 6:1 majority held 
that states are consti-
tutionally empowered to 
make sub-classifications 
within the Scheduled 
Castes, which form a 
socially heterogeneous 
class, for granting res-
ervation for the uplift of 
castes that are socially 
and educationally more 
backward among them.

A seven-judge Consti-
tution Bench also having 
Justice Gavai ruled that 
the arbitration clause in 
an unstamped or insuf-
ficiently stamped agree-

ment between parties 
was enforceable as 
such a defect was cur-
able and did not render 
the contract invalid.

In an important ver-
dict, a Bench headed by 
Justice Gavai laid down 
pan-India guidelines and 
said no property should 
be demolished without a 
prior showcause notice 
and the affected must 
be given 15 days to 
respond.

He is also heading the 
Bench which is hearing 
matters related to for-
ests, wildlife and protec-
tion of trees.

He had joined the bar 
on March 16, 1985 and 
was the standing coun-
sel for the Municipal 

Corporation of Nagpur, 
Amravati Municipal Cor-
poration and Amravati 
University.

He was appointed as 
an assistant government 
pleader and additional 
public prosecutor in the 
Bombay High Court’s 
Nagpur Bench from 
August 1992 to July 
1993.

He was appointed as a 
government pleader and 
public prosecutor for the 
Nagpur Bench on Janu-
ary 17, 2000.

According to the mem-
orandum of procedure 
-- a set of documents 
guiding appointment, 
elevation and transfer of 
high court and Supreme 
Court judges -- the law 
minister writes to the CJI 
to name his or her suc-
cessor.

The MoP says the 
senior-most judge of the 
apex court is considered 
fit to hold the office of 
the CJI and the views 
of the outgoing head of 
the judiciary have to be 
sought “at an appropri-
ate time”.

3 workers killed 
as storage unit for 
pulses falls on them 
at Maharashtra mill

Murshidabad riots pre-planned; BJP, BSF, 
section of central agencies involved: Mamata

We seem demoralised in Gujarat, but only 
Congress can defeat RSS-BJP: Rahul Gandhi

CJI Khanna recommends appointment of 
Justice Gavai as next CJI

SHAHJAHANPUR, 
Apr 16 (Agencies): A 
man allegedly hacked 
his daughter-in-law to 
death with an axe in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Shah-
jahanpur district, police 
said on Wednesday.

Superintendent of 
Police Rajesh Kumar 
Dwivedi said the inci-
dent took place in Hathi-
pur Kuria village under 
Kant police station limits 
on Tuesday.

Rajpal Saty, who 
allegedly murdered his 
daughter-in-law Sumi-

tra (30), is absconding 
and a team has been 
formed to nab him, the 
police said.

A team rushed to the 
spot received informa-
tion about the incident 
on Wednesday morn-
ing.

Quoting preliminary 
findings and state-
ments from villagers, 
SP Dwivedi said the 
accused was known to 
be a habitual drinker 
and had likely gotten 
into an argument with 
the victim.

In a fit of rage, he 
allegedly struck her 
with an axe kept in the 
house, resulting in her 
death.

Sumitra’s husband, a 
truck driver, was away 
for work at the time of 
the incident, the officer 
added.

The body has been 
sent for post-mortem 
and the axe used in the 
attack recovered, the 
police said, adding that 
a case has been regis-
tered and investigation 
is underway.

RAJKOT, Apr 16 (Agencies): A speed-
ing bus operated by the local municipal 
corporation rammed into several vehi-
cles and pedestrians at a traffic signal 
in Gujarat’s Rajkot city on Wednesday 
morning, leaving three persons dead 
and two others injured, police said.

Closed-circuit television (CCTV) foot-
age showed the electric bus hitting 
vehicles, including two-wheelers and 
cars, at the busy traffic signal.

“An electric city bus operated by the 
Rajkot Municipal Corporation (RMC) 
caused an accident, leaving three dead 
and two others injured at a traffic signal.

The bus hit several vehicles, includ-
ing two-wheelers and four-wheelers, 
as well as pedestrians,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Zone -2), Jagdish 

Bhangarva said.
The accident occurred at Indira Circle 

at around 10 am, Gandhigram police 
station inspector Sejal Meghani said.

An irate mob vandalised the civic bus 
after it halted at some distance away 
from the accident spot.

Police resorted to baton charge to dis-
perse the crowd, officials said.

The bus driver was detained and fur-
ther probe was underway, they said.

RAIPUR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Two senior 
cadres of CPI (Maoist), 
carrying a bounty of 
Rs 13 lakh, were killed 
in an encounter with 
the security forces at 
Kilam-Bargum forest 
in Kondagaon district, 
about 250 km south of 
Raipur on Wednesday.

“Based on specific 
intell igence inputs 
about the presence of 
Maoists at the Kilam-
Bargum forest region, 
a joint team of secu-
rity forces comprising 
personnel from District 
Reserve Guard (DRG) 
and Bastar Fighters was 
out on the anti-Maoist 
operation on Tuesday. 
An encounter broke out 
between the Maoists 
and the security forces. 
Two bodies of Maoists 
have been recovered 
so far on Wednesday. 
The search operation 
in the area continues”, 
a senior police officer 
said.

The two Maoists 
killed in an  exchange 

of fire were identified 
as dreaded rebel com-
mander and Divisional 
Committee Member 
(DVCM) Haldar Kashy-
ap and Area Committee 
Member (ACM) Ramey 
Sori of the East Bastar 
Division of the banned 
outfit CPI (Maoist). 
Haldar and Ramey were 
carrying rewards of Rs 
8 lakh and Rs 5 lakh on 
their heads respectively, 
the officer added.

This year, 140 bodies 
of Maoists have been 
recovered so far in 
various encounters in 
Chhattisgarh, including 
124 killed in the Bastar 
division.

One AK-47, a few 
arms, explosives and 

other items were recov-
ered from the encounter 
spot. There has been 
no report of any secu-
rity personnel sustaining 
injuries in the encounter.

Kondagaon is among 
the seven Maoist-affect-
ed districts of Bastar 
division in south Chhat-
tisgarh.

Union Home minister 
Amit Shah has declared 
that the country will be 
Maoist-free by March 
31, 2026. In this context, 
the series of encounters 
against the left-wing 
extremists remains a 
part of the renewed 
strategy to free the 
Chhattisgarh state from 
the influence of Maoist.

NEW DELHI, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Assert-
ing that no one has a 
“license to loot”, the 
ruling BJP on Wednes-
day dismissed the 
Congress’ charge of 
vendetta after the ED 
chargesheeted Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi in the National 
Herald case.

Former law minister 
and BJP leader Ravi 
Shankar Prasad asked 
the Congress to reply to 
the substance of allega-
tions against the Gan-
dhis instead of merely 
offering a political reac-
tion, noting that the 
opposition party found 
no relief from the judi-
ciary in its pleas against 
the probe.

Speaking to report-
ers, Prasad outlined the 
main charge against the 
Gandhis that as the 76 
per cent share-holder 
of the Young India 
company they “misap-
propriated” thousands 
of crores of real estate 
owned by the Associ-
ated Journals Limited 
(AJL), which owned the 
National Herald news-

paper.
He said the Con-

gress has the right to 
hold ‘dharnas’ (to pro-
test ED chargesheet 
against Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul) but that 
right does not extend to 
misappropriating public 
properties given by 
the government to the 
National Herald.

He accused the Con-
gress of issuing threats 
to the probe agency and 
asked if the party and 
Gandhi’s believe in the 
due process of law or 
not.

“We condemn the 
threats from the Con-
gress. There is Modi 
government in place. It 
will allow the law to take 
its own course,” he said.

The Young India, he 
said, wrote off the Rs 
90 cr loan that the Con-
gress had given to the 
AJL and got the own-
ership of the company 
with a paltry investment 
of Rs 50 lakhs.

The land was given to 
the AJL by the govern-
ment, he said, adding 
that the National Herald 
was allegedly used by 

the Congress establish-
ment to collect adver-
tisement and proper-
ties.

He alleged, “A news-
paper that was estab-
lished in the freedom 
struggle to espouse the 
voice of those fighting 
the British imperial-
ism degenerated into a 
money-minting exercise 
for the Congress party 
establishment.” Taking a 
swipe, he said this is the 
“Gandhi model of devel-
opment” as he noted 
the allegation against 
Sonia Gandhi’s son-
in-law Robert Vadra of 
pocketing a huge profit 
in land deal in Haryana 
with the collusion of the 
then Congress govern-
ment in the state.

The National Herald 
was started in the 1930s 
as a voice of the free-
dom struggle with 5,000 
shareholders but was 
reduced to a fief of the 
Nehru-Gandhi family, 
he alleged.

The Enforcement 
Directorate has filed a 
chargesheet against 
Congress leaders Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi and others 
before a special court 
here in the National 
Herald case, accusing 
them of allegedly laun-
dering Rs 988 crore.

T h e  C o n g r e s s 
described the ED’s 
chargesheet as vendet-
ta politics and claimed 
seizing of assets in the 
case was a “state-spon-
sored crime masquer-
ading as the rule of law”.

Alcoholic man kills 
daughter-in-law with axe in 
UP’s Shahjahanpur

Three killed as civic body operated 
bus rams into vehicles, pedestrians 
at traffic signal in Rajkot

Two hardcore Naxalites killed 
in encounter with security 
forces in Chhattisgarh

National Herald case: BJP rejects 
Cong’s charge of vendetta
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GAZA, Apr 16 (Agencies): 
Gaza’s civil defence agency 
reported that Israeli air strikes 
in the early hours of Wednesday 
killed at least 11 people, includ-
ing women and children.

Israel resumed its aerial and 
ground offensive across Gaza 
from March 18, ending a two-
month ceasefire that had largely 
halted hostilities in the territory.

A pre-dawn air strike in Gaza 
City killed 10 people, includ-
ing several women and chil-
dren, according to civil defence 
agency spokesman Mahmud 
Bassal. He said the strike tar-
geted the home belonging to 
the Hassouna family in the Al-
Tuffa neighbourhood of Gaza 
City.

“Our teams transferred 10 
martyrs and several wounded 
to Al-Shifa hospital after the 
Hassouna family’s home was 
targeted,” Bassal said.

In a separate attack, a child 

was killed in the southern city of 
Khan Yunis, rescue teams said.

Top Israeli officials, including 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, have repeatedly stated 
that military pressure is the 
only way to secure the release 
of hostages still held in Gaza 
by Hamas.

On Wednesday, Defence 
Minister Israel Katz reiterated 
that Israel would continue to 

“relentlessly strike Hamas ter-
rorists and terror infrastructure” 
in Gaza.

“If Hamas continues to refuse 
(to release hostages), opera-
tions will intensify and move 
to the next stage,” Katz said in 
a statement, without specify-
ing what the next stage would 
entail.

Also on Wednesday, the 
Israeli military announced it had 

recently killed a militant involved 
in a 2014 attack that resulted in 
the deaths of five soldiers.

Mahmud Ibrahim Abu Hisirah 
was reportedly part of group of 
militants that infiltrated Israel 
through a tunnel in July 2014 
and killed five soldiers, the mili-
tary said.

In recent years, he had served 
as a close aide to Ezzedine 
Haddad, a senior militant from 
Hamas’ armed wing, the Ezze-
dine Al-Qassam Brigades, the 
military added.

Since Israel resumed its offen-
sive in Gaza in mid-March, at 
least 1,630 people have been 
killed, according to the health 
ministry in the Hamas-run ter-
ritory.

Israel’s military assault has 
killed at least 51,000 people 
in Gaza, the majority of them 
civilians, according to the health 
ministry.

Gaza rescuers say children among 11 killed 
in Israeli air strikes

BEIJING, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Reacting 
to the White House’s 
statement claiming 
China now faces up to 
245 per cent tariffs on 
imports to the US, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian 
said they should ask the 
US side for the “specific 
tax rate figures.”

While addressing 
a press briefing on 
Wednesday, Lin said 
that China has repeated-
ly stated its solemn posi-
tion on the tariff issue. 
He said that the tariff 
war was initiated by the 
US and that Beijing has 
taken countermeasures 
to protect its legitimate 
rights and interests and 
international fairness 
and justice, terming it 
completely “reasonable 
and legal.”

He noted that tariff 
and trade wars have 
no winner. However, he 
said that China does 
not want to fight these 
wars but is not scared 
of them. He expressed 
China’s commitment 
to joining hands and 
removing barriers.

Earlier in a statement 
shared on X, Lin Jian 
stated, “In a world full 
of uncertainties, China 
remains committed to 

joining hands, not throw-
ing punches; removing 
barriers, not erecting 
walls; promoting con-
nectivity, not pursuing 
decoupling.”

While sharing the 
statement on X, Lin 
wrote, “China is the 
world’s market and a 
source of opportunities 
for every country.”

Lin Jian’s statement 
came after the White 
House fact sheet stated 
that China’s retaliatory 
actions have resulted in 
up to a 245 per cent tariff 
on imports to the United 
States. Prior to the latest 
revision, a 145 per cent 
tariff was being levied on 
Chinese exports to the 
United States.

Earlier this month, 
US President Donald 
Trump imposed recipro-
cal tariffs on dozens of 
countries with which the 
country has a trade defi-
cit. Later, Trump decided 
to pause the tariffs for 90 
days after many coun-
tries initiated talks with 
the US administration 
for a trade deal.”

More than 75 countries 
have already reached 
out to discuss new trade 
deals,” the White House 
fact sheet said.

“As a result, the indi-
vidualised higher tariffs 

are currently paused 
amid these discussions, 
except for China, which 
retaliated,” the fact sheet 
added.

For the time being, a 
baseline tariff of 10 per 
cent would be applicable 
on US imports. Trump 
imposed a 10 per cent 
tariff on all countries and 
individualised reciprocal 
higher tariffs on nations 
with which the US has 
the largest trade deficits 
to level the playing field 
and protect America’s 
national security.

On Tuesday, White 
House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt 
responded to questions 
on China during the 
press briefing. When 
asked if Trump would 
reduce tariffs on China 

to complete the TikTok 
deal, Leavitt said that 
Trump’s position on 
China is “quite clear.”

In her remarks, Leavitt 
said, “The President 
has made his position 
on China quite clear, 
although I do have an 
additional statement that 
he just shared with me 
in the Oval Office. The 
ball is in China’s court. 
China needs to make a 
deal with us. We don’t 
have to make a deal with 
them.”

She elaborated, 
“There’s no difference 
between China and any 
other country, except 
they are much larger. 
And China wants what 
we have, what every 
country wants, what we 
have -- the American 

consumer, or to put it 
another way, they need 
our money.”

She further added, “So 
the President again has 
made it quite clear that 
he’s open to a deal with 
China, but China needs 
to make a deal with the 
United States of Amer-
ica.”

Trump unveiled the 
“Fair and Reciprocal 
Plan” on trade to restore 
fairness in US trade 
relationships and coun-
ter non-reciprocal trade 
agreements. Trump’s 
reciprocal tariffs have 
led to a broad-based 
fall in global financial 
markets, with markets 
plunging in Asia and 
Europe.

The reciprocal tariffs 
have set off a sell-off 
in equities globally, and 
the US itself is no excep-
tion. Investors fear that 
the moves concerning 
global trade may raise 
inflation, risking eco-
nomic growth. Since 
assuming office for his 
second term, Donald 
Trump has reiterated his 
stance on tariff reciproc-
ity, emphasising that 
the US will match tariffs 
imposed by other coun-
tries, including India, to 
ensure fair trade.

JERUSALEM, Apr 
16 (Agencies): Israel’s 
defense minister said 
Wednesday that troops 
will remain in so-called 
security zones in the 
Gaza Strip, Lebanon 
and Syria indefinitely, 
remarks that could fur-
ther complicate talks 
with Hamas over a 
ceasefire and hostage 
release.

Israeli forces have 
taken over more 
than half of Gaza in 
a renewed campaign 
to pressure Hamas 
to release hostages 
after Israel ended their 
ceasefire last month.

Israel has also refused 
to withdraw from some 
areas in Lebanon follow-
ing a ceasefire with the 
Hezbollah militant group 
last year, and it seized a 
buffer zone in southern 
Syria after rebels over-
threw President Bashar 
Assad in December.

“Unlike in the past, the 
(Israeli military) is not 
evacuating areas that 

have been cleared and 
seized,” Defense Minis-
ter Israel Katz said in a 
statement. The military 
“will remain in the secu-
rity zones as a buffer 
between the enemy 
and (Israeli) communi-
ties in any temporary or 
permanent situation in 
Gaza — as in Lebanon 
and Syria.”

The Palestinians and 
both neighboring coun-
tries view the presence 
of Israeli troops as mili-
tary occupation in vio-
lation of international 
law. Hamas has said it 
will not release dozens 

of remaining hostages 
without a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and a lasting 
ceasefire.

Israel says it must 
maintain control of such 
territories to prevent a 
repeat of Hamas’ Oct. 
7, 2023 attack, in which 
thousands of militants 
stormed into southern 
Israel from Gaza, kill-
ing some 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians, and 
abducting 251.

Israel’s offensive has 
killed over 51,000 Pal-
estinians, according to 
Gaza’s Health Ministry, 

which does not say how 
many were civilians or 
combatants but says 
women and children 
make up more than half 
of the dead. Israel says 
it has killed some 20,000 
militants, without provid-
ing evidence.

Israel’s bombardment 
and ground operations 
have left vast areas of 
the territory uninhabit-
able and have displaced 
around 90% of the popu-
lation of roughly 2 million 
Palestinians.

Many have been dis-
placed multiple times, 
and hundreds of thou-
sands are crammed 
into squalid tent camps 
with dwindling food after 
Israel sealed off the ter-
ritory from all imports 
more than a month ago.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
has vowed to annihi-
late Hamas and return 
the 59 hostages still in 
Gaza — 24 of whom 
are believed to be alive. 
He has said that Israel 

will then implement 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s proposal for the 
resettlement of much of 
Gaza’s population in 
other countries through 
what Netanyahu refers 
to as “voluntary emigra-
tion.”

Netanyahu helms the 
most nationalist and 
religious government in 
Israel’s history, and his 
coalition partners have 
called for the reestab-
lishment of Jewish set-
tlements in Gaza. Israel 
withdrew from Gaza in 
2005 and dismantled its 
settlements there.

Palestinians and Arab 
countries have univer-
sally rejected Trump’s 
proposal, which human 
rights experts say would 
likely violate interna-
tional law. Palestinians 
in Gaza say they don’t 
want to leave, and fear 
another mass expul-
sion like the one that 
occurred during the war 
surrounding Israel’s cre-
ation in 1948.

“Ask US side for specific tax rate figures”: China 
reacts to 245% tariff levied by US

Israeli defense minister says troops will remain 
in Gaza, Lebanon and Syria indefinitely

SEOUL, Apr 16 (Agen-
cies): South Korean 
police raided Wednes-
day the office of former 
president Yoon Suk Yeol 
and his security detail, 
as part of a spiralling 
criminal probe into the 
impeached leader.

Yoon declared mar-
tial law in December, 
sending armed soldiers 
to parliament before 
reversing course. He 
was quickly impeached 
by lawmakers, but 
resisted arrest for weeks 
in a criminal probe.

After a lengthy stand-
off, in which his secu-
rity detail played a key 
role, he became South 
Korea’s first sitting head 
of state to be arrested 

in January. He was later 
released on procedural 
grounds.

Police said Wednes-
day they had “initi-
ated the execution of a 
search and seizure war-
rant at the presidential 
office and the presiden-
tial residence complex.”

Police seized encrypt-
ed phone servers and 
raided the office of 
Yoon’s presidential 
security detail, plus 
his chief of security’s 
house, in what they said 
was part of a probe into 
“alleged obstruction of 
an arrest warrant execu-
tion”.

Yoon spent weeks 
holed up in his com-
pound in January, pro-

tected by members of 
the Presidential Secu-
rity Service who had 
remained loyal to him.

His guards had 
installed barbed wire 
and barricades at the 
residence, forcing hun-
dreds of police officers 
and investigators to 
use ladders and scale 
perimeter walls to reach 
the main building.

At the time, he was 
booked on charges of 
obstruction, with police 
saying this week that “in 
principle” an investiga-
tion would be necessary.

Police also seized 
CCTV footage from the 
presidential office, as 
part of a separate probe 
into former interior min-
ister Lee Sang-min, they 
said. 

Yoon was in court 
Monday for the first 
official day of his crimi-
nal trial on insurrection 
charges. 

Yoon denied that he 
committed insurrection. 

His next hearing is 
scheduled for April 21, 
with experts saying the 
trial is likely to go on for 
months.

DHAKA, Apr 16 (Agencies): An earth-
quake of magnitude 2.9 has struck Ban-
gladesh, as reported by the National 
Centre for Seismology (NCS).

The earthquake occurred in the early 
hours of Wednesday morning at 05:07 
AM Indian Standard Time (IST).

Sharing the details in a post on X, the 
NCS said that the earthquake occurred 
at latitude 24.89 N and longitude 91.16 
E.

As per the NCS, the earthquake 
occurred at a depth of 14 kilometres.

As per the website of NCS, previously 

an earthquake of magnitude 4.0 had 
occured on April 11 in Bangladesh at a 
depth of 10 kilometres.

TIBET, Apr 16 (Agen-
cies): An earthquake of 
magnitude 4.2 on the 
Richter Scale struck 
Tibet on Wednesday 
at 3:50 am (IST), the 
National Centre for 
Seismology (NCS) said 
on Wednesday.

According to NCS, the 
earthquake struck at a 

depth of 26 kilometres. 
The NCS said that the 
earthquake occurred 
at latitude 27.87 N and 
longitude 87.65 E.

Earlier on Tuesday, 
an earthquake of mag-
nitude 3.5 on the Rich-
ter Scale struck Tibet at 
11:01 am (IST), a state-
ment by the NCS said.

As per the NCS, the 
earthquake struck at a 
depth of 10 kilometres, 
making it susceptible to 
aftershocks.

Earlier on late Monday 
night, another earth-
quake of magnitude 4.1 
on the Richter Scale 
struck Tibet at a shallow 
depth of 10km.

KABUL, Apr 16 (Agencies): An earth-
quake of magnitude 5.9 has struck 
Afghanistan, as reported by the Nation-
al Centre for Seismology (NCS).

The earthquake occurred in the early 
hours of Wednesday morning at 04:43 
AM Indian Standard Time (IST).

The NCS shared the details in a 
post on X, saying that the earthquake 
occurred at Latitude 35.83 N, Longi-
tude 70.60 E.

As per the NCS, the earthquake 
occurred at a depth of 75 kilometres.

As per the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA), Afghanistan remains highly 
vulnerable to natural disasters, includ-
ing seasonal flooding, landslides and 
earthquakes.

These frequent earthquakes in 
Afghanistan cause damage to vulner-
able communities, which are already 
grappling with decades of conflict and 
under-development and have left them 
with little resilience to cope with multiple 
simultaneous shocks, UNOCHA noted.

MELBOURNE, Apr 16 (Agencies): A 
6.6-magnitude earthquake struck far 
off southwest Australia on Wednesday, 
but no tsunami warning was issued.

The epicentre was in the Indian 
Ocean 2,069 km southwest of Albany 

on the southwest tip of Western Aus-
tralia state at a depth of 10 km, the US 
Geological Survey said.

The Joint Australian Tsunami Warning 
Center said there was no tsunami alert 
for Australia or Antarctica.

South Korean police raid 
former president’s office

Earthquake of magnitude 
2.9 hits Bangladesh

Earthquake of magnitude 
4.2 jolts Tibet

Earthquake of magnitude 
5.9 jolts Afghanistan

6.6-magnitude earthquake 
strikes under Indian Ocean far 
off Australian coast

Police said Wednesday they had “initiated the execution of a 
search and seizure warrant at the presidential office and the 

presidential residence complex.”
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Justice Arun Palli 

Administered Oath 
as Chief Justice 

of J&K and Ladakh 
High Court

retired in 1998.
Justice Palli graduated in com-

merce and completed his law 
degree from Panjab University in 
1988.

He began his legal practice at the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court 
and in 2004, he was appointed 
Additional Advocate General for 
Punjab. He held the position for 
three years until March 2007.

He was designated as a Senior 
Advocate later the same year.

He was elevated as a judge of the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court on 
December 28, 2013.

He served as Executive Chair-
man of Haryana State Legal 
Service Authority since May 31, 
2023. He was also nominated as 
a Member of the Governing Body 
of the National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) on October 31, 
2023, for a tenure of two years.

Who is challenging 
the Waqf 

Amendment 
Act, 2025 in the 

Supreme Court? 
Here’s the full list 

of petitioners
monuments
• Prohibition of waqf creation in 

Scheduled Areas
Petitioners argue these changes 

violate Articles 14, 25, 26, 29, and 
300A of the Constitution, which 
safeguard equality, religious free-
dom, minority rights, and the right 
to property.

Petitions by MPs and MLAs
1. Mohammad Jawed (Congress 

MP) – Argues the Act imposes 

restrictions uniquely on Muslim 
religious trusts, violating principles 
of equality.

2. Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM 
MP) – Claims the amendments 
undermine Article 26 protections 
for Muslim institutions, unlike their 
counterparts from other faiths.

3. Amanatullah Khan (AAP MLA) 
– Challenges the Act for infringing 
on Muslim cultural and religious 
self-governance.

4. Manoj Kumar Jha and Faiyaz 
Ahmad (RJD MPs) – Contend that 
the law weakens the waqf gover-
nance structure and invites undue 
state interference.

5. Mahua Moitra (AITC MP) – 
Alleges procedural violations in 
passing the legislation, including 
the Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee’s role.

6. Zia Ur Rehman (SP MP) – 
Says the Act imposes unreason-
able constraints and discriminates 
against Muslim endowments.

7. Sheikh Noorul Hassan (Mani-
pur MLA, NDA ally) – Flags con-
cerns over the law’s impact on 
Scheduled Tribes who follow Islam.

Religious institutions and Islamic 
organisations

1. All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB) – Describes 
the Act as an existential threat to 
Muslim religious identity.

2. Mohamed Maqsoon Imran 
(Chief Imam, Jamia Masjid, Ben-
galuru) – Seeks full restoration of 
the 1995 Act, alleging democratic 
erosion in waqf management.

3. Arshad Madani (Jamiat Ulema-
i-Hind President) – Requests inter-
im relief, warning of irreversible 
harm to historic waqfs under new 
digital compliance rules.

4. Samastha Kerala Jamiatul 
Ulema – Argues the amendments 
threaten to strip the Muslim com-
munity of vast tracts of waqf land.

Political parties joining the chal-
lenge

1. Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Con-
gress Party (YSRCP)

2. Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) – Cites constitutional viola-
tions affecting 50 lakh Muslims in 
Tamil Nadu and 20 crore nation-

wide.
3. Communist Party of India (CPI) 

– Echoes DMK’s concerns; had 
earlier supported a resolution in 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly oppos-
ing the bill.

4. Indian Union Muslim League 
(IUML) – Calls the Act an “uncon-
stitutional assault” on Muslim per-
sonal and religious autonomy.

5. Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam 
(TVK) – Party President and actor 
Vijay is among the petitioners.

Civil Society Petitioners
• Association for Protection of 

Civil Rights
• All India Association of Jurists
These groups have emphasized 

that the law enables dispropor-
tionate government control over 
Muslim institutions and under-
mines civil liberties.

States supporting the amend-
ment

Six states—Assam, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Hary-
ana, and Maharashtra—have 
sought to intervene in support of 
the amendment. They assert that 
the law introduces transparency, 
structural reforms, and institutional 
accountability, and was shaped 
through extensive stakeholder 
consultations.

Counter-petition: Waqf Act itself 
under fire

Interestingly, Advocate Hari 
Shankar Jain has filed a separate 
petition challenging the very foun-
dation of the Waqf Act, 1995, argu-
ing that it discriminates against 
non-Muslims—a parallel legal front 
that adds complexity to the case 
reports livelw.in

As the hearings begin, Wednes-
day, the outcome of these cases 
could set a significant precedent 
for how religious endowments are 
governed in India, particularly in 
balancing minority rights with state 
oversight.

Man dies of 
alleged medical 
negligence at CD 

hospital

investigation taken 
up: Official

sought the attention of higher ups 
to ensure that such incidents are 
not repeated.

Meanwhile, an official at the CD 
hospital Srinagar stated that they 
have started an investigation in this 
regard.

 “Investigation is going on and 
any negligence will face the strict 
action,” the official added.

Raid conducted in 
Balole Khad, Gujjar 

Basti: Police 
intensify 

crackdown on drug 
network

drugs in the area, especially 
among the youth. Authorities have 
reiterated their commitment to root 
out the drug problem and ensure 
that those responsible are brought 
to justice.

The Samba police have stepped 
up surveillance and community 
outreach in vulnerable areas, and 
more such targeted operations are 
expected in the coming days.

Govt bans manufac-
ture, Sale of 35 fixed-

dose combination 
drugs

include painkillers, nutrition sup-
plements and anti-diabetics.

They have also been asked to 
review their approval process for 
such fixed dose combination drugs 
(FDC) and ensure strict compli-
ance of the provisions of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act 1940 and rules.

FDC drugs are those which con-
tain a combination of two or more 
active pharmaceutical ingredients 
(APIs) in a fixed ratio.

The regulator issued the direc-
tions after it found that certain 

FDC drugs have been licensed for 
manufacture, sale, and distribution 
without prior evaluation of safety 
and efficacy, posing a serious risk 
to public health and safety.

In a communication sent on April 
11, Drugs Controller General of 
India (DCGI) Dr Rajeev Raghuvan-
shi referred to the letter issued by 
his office on January 2013 where 
concerns were raised regarding the 
grant of manufacturing licenses for 
sale of FDC drugs that fall under 
the definition of a “New Drug” in 
the country without due approval 
from DCGI.

The same concern has been 
raised from time to time and mul-
tiple letters have been issued 
to the respective state licensing 
authorities that granted permission 
for manufacturing and marketing 
of unapproved FDCs. The most 
recent such letter was issued in 
February this year.

“It has come to the notice of this 
directorate that certain FDC drugs 
have been licensed for manufac-
ture, sale, and distribution without 
prior evaluation of safety and effi-
cacy as per the provision of NDCT 
Rules 2019 under the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act 1940. This poses 
a serious risk to public health and 
safety,” the letter stated.

The approval of such unapproved 
FDCs compromises patient safety 
and may lead to adverse drug 
reactions, drug interactions, and 
other health hazards due to the 
absence of scientific validation, 
the letter underlined.

Upon issuance of show cause 
notices to the manufacturers, they 
have stated that these licenses 
were granted by the respective 
drug licensing authorities and have 
not violated any rules, it said.

This has resulted in a lack of 
uniform enforcement of the provi-
sion of NDCT Rules 2019 under 
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act 1940 
across the country, the letter point-
ed out.

“In view of the above, all state 
and union territory drug control-
lers are requested to review their 
approval process for such FDCs 
and ensure strict compliance of the 

provisions of the act and rules,” the 
letter said.

The letter also listed out 35 
unapproved FDCs which were 
earlier licensed by state/ UT drug 
controllers for manufacture, sale, 
and distribution without evaluation 
of safety and efficacy by Central 
Drugs Standard Organisation 
(CDSCO) and later on cancelled 
by Drug Licensing Authorities 
(SLAs) or voluntarily surrendered 
by manufacturers following the 
issuance of show cause notices 
for reference.

NC rejects Dulat’s 
claims on Farooq 
Abdullah’s stand 

on Article 370
Ruhullah Mehdi, who alleged 

being sidelined by the party after 
supporting student protests, would 
be addressed internally.

MeT predicts 
cloudy skies with 
light rain & thun-

derstorms in North, 
Central Kashmir 

today
reaches at most places. There’s 

a possibility of moderate to heavy 
rain at isolated to scattered places 
during April 18-19, accompanied 
by thunderstorms and gusty winds.

The Met Centre advises all con-
cerned to plan accordingly and 
follow Admin/Traffic advisories. 
Farmers are recommended to sus-
pend farm operations during April 
18-20 due to the expected weather 
conditions.

There is also a possibility of mod-
erate snow over higher reaches, 
particularly on April 19, and land-
slides, mudslides, and shooting 
stones at vulnerable places.

After April 20, the weather is 
expected to dry up, with generally 
cloudy skies on April 21 having a 
possibility of light rain/thunder at 
scattered places, and dry condi-
tions from April 22-27.

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Apr 16: 
The NSS Unit of Gov-
ernment Degree Col-
lege Budhal organized 
an insightful extension 
lecture on the theme 
“Drug De-addiction” on 
Wednesday, as part of 
its ongoing efforts to 
raise awareness about 
pressing social issues 
among students.

The session aimed 
to sensitize the youth 
about the growing 
menace of drug abuse 
and the urgent need 

for collective action 
towards rehabilitation 
and prevention.

The resource person 
for the session was Dr. 
Zeeshan Nisar Bhat, 
Lecturer in Zoology, who 
delivered an impactful 
and informative lecture.

Dr. Zeeshan elabo-
rated on the causes 
and consequences of 
substance abuse, the 
signs and symptoms 
to look out for, and 
the available mecha-
nisms for de-addiction 
and rehabilitation. He 

emphasized the criti-
cal role of educational 
institutions, families and 
peer support systems in 
curbing drug addiction, 
especially among the 
younger population.

Mohd Yawer Wani, 
Lecturer in Sociology 
also shared his per-
spectives on the topic, 
further enriching the 
audience’s understand-
ing of the subject.

The session was fol-
lowed by a vibrant 
interactive segment, 
during which students 
posed thoughtful ques-
tions and shared their 
views on how society 
can collectively fight 
the drug menace. Dr. 
Zeeshan and Prof. 
Yawer responded to the 
queries with great clar-
ity, further enriching the 
knowledge of the partici-
pants.

The Principal of the 
College appreciated 
the initiative of the NSS 
Unit, calling it a step 
in the right direction 
towards creating a drug-
free community.

GDC Budhal organizes awareness 
lecture on Drug De-Addiction

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: The 
Senior Citizens Joy 
Society (SCJS) on 
Wednesday organized 
a seminar on “Health 
Awareness & Preven-
tion/Cure of Diseases 
through Acupressure”, 
aimed at promoting 
holistic well-being and 
alternative healing tech-
niques among senior 
citizens and the wider 
community.

The event was graced 
by Shiv Kumar Mengi, 
an expert in the field 
of acupressure and a 
noted social worker, 
who served as the Chief 
Guest and keynote 
speaker.

The program was pre-
sided over by Dr. Shrey-
ansh Kumar Jain, State 
Yoga Commissioner and 
Chairman of SCJS.

The seminar com-
menced with a warm 
welcome by Ashok 
Kumar Gupta, who intro-
duced the mission and 
vision of SCJS, high-
lighting its commitment 
to serving the elderly 
and fostering commu-
nity health initiatives.

Dr. Jain gave an 
insightful introduction of 
Shiv Kumar Mengi, 73, a 
multifaceted personality 
with a rich background 
having academic 
degrees in B.Com, B.A., 

LL.B., and Journalism, 
former Senior Audit 
Officer with 40 years 
of service, and the first 
selected for Embassy 
Audit, veteran News 
Reader with AIR, and 
Translator/Interviewer 
with Doordarshan for 
over 3 decades, and 
renowned for his self-
less social service in 
the fields of Acupres-
sure and Vastu.

Dr. Jain elaborated 
on the origin and sci-
ence of acupressure, 
explaining how stimula-
tion of pressure points 
on the body—especially 
on the feet and palms—
improves blood circu-
lation, reduces stress 
and inflammation, and 
enhances the body’s 
natural healing mecha-
nism.

In his keynote address, 
Mengi delved deep into 
acupressure as an alter-
native therapy system, 
sharing practical knowl-
edge on how it cures ail-
ments, unblocks energy 
flow, and balances hor-
monal systems.

He demonstrated key 
pressure points related 
to insomnia, digestion, 
stress, heart conditions, 
migraine, and hormonal 
imbalance, using illus-
trative sketches of the 
palm and foot.

He assured attendees 
that practical workshops 
will be conducted in the 

near future to further 
deepen understanding 
and application of acu-
pressure.

A special moment 
during the event was 
the birthday celebra-
tion of Sunita Mahajan, 
a renowned education-
ist, social activist, and 
National Coordinator of 
Bharat Vikas Parishad. 
Her life journey was 
beautifully composed in 
poetic form by Dr. Jain 
and presented to her by 
the Chief Guest.

Ashok Khajuria, Sec-
retary SCJS, conducted 
the proceedings skillfully 
in a simple and effective 
manner. The event con-
cluded with a heartfelt 
vote of thanks by Ashok 
Kumar Gupta, followed 
by the National Anthem.

Prominent members 
including H.C. Vaid, 
Yash Paul Sharma, 
Vijay Sharma, Narinder 
Wadhera (Finance Sec-
retary, SCJS), Rakesh 
Misra, C M Sharma, 
Kulbir Khajuria, B.B. 
Sharma, and Suresh 
Chander Gupta actively 
engaged in the session 
and clarified their que-
ries on the subject.

The SCJS continues 
its dedicated efforts to 
promote wellness and 
dignity among senior 
citizens, and this semi-
nar marked another 
meaningful step in that 
direction.

Senior Citizens Joy Society organizes 
seminar on “Health Awareness & 
Cure through Acupressure”Top News Report

JAMMU. Apr 16: 
National Statistics 
Office (NSO) (Field 
Operations Division), 
Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Imple-
mentation, Government 
of India, Regional office, 
Jammu organized one 
day Regional Training 
Camp for NSS 80th 
Round, on Wednesday 
in the Office complex of 
NSO (FOD) RO Jammu.

The training was 
attended by the officers 
and the field staff of NSO 

(FOD) Regional office 
Jammu, Sub-Regional 

NSO Regional office organizes Regional 
Training Camp for NSS 80th Round

Office, Udhampur. 
The training Camp of 

NSS 80th Round is on 
the Survey on “Com-
prehensive Modular 
Survey-Education”.

The National Statistics 
Office (NSO) will con-
duct Comprehensive 
Modular Survey-Educa-
tion (CMS-E) from April, 
2025 to June, 2025 as a 
part of NSS 80th round.

The information col-
lected in this survey will 
essentially be used for 
generating indicators 
related to household 
expenditure on school 
education and private 
coaching/ tuition class-
es. 

The survey will cover 
only education related 
expenditures incurred/
to be incurred for the 
household members, 
including erstwhile 
household members, 
who are currently 
enrolled in school edu-
cation.

Both formal and non-
formal enrollment will be 
considered for collection 
of data. 

Further, paid as well as 
payable approaches will 
be adopted for record-
ing education related 
expenditure.

The indicators gen-
erated based on the 
CMS-E schedule will 
serve the requirement 

placed by the D/o 
School Education and 
Literacy.

The training pro-
gramme was inaugurat-
ed by Shri P. Palanivel, 
Deputy Director Gen-
eral, NSO (FOD) RO 
Jammu. In his inaugural 
address he highlighted 
the role of National Sta-
tistics Office in develop-
ing a sound Statistical 
database for the use 
by planners and policy 
makers, researchers 
and various other agen-
cies at the National and 
International level. He 
also outlined in detail 
the significance of pres-
ent Surveys.

In his welcome 
address Swaran. Lal, 
Assistant Director, NSO 
(FOD), Regional Office 
Jammu gave brief detail 
about NSO Survey car-
ried out by the field offi-
cials of the NSO field 
staff. Key note address 
was presented by R. 
K. Sharma, Assistant 
Director, NSO (FOD) 
RO Jammu.

The training Camp 
will provide an insight 
of various Terms, Con-
cepts, Procedures and 
Definitions used in vari-
ous Schedules of NSS 
80th Round, In the after-
noon, after the Training 
a feed-back from the 
field functionaries was 
organized along with 
a quiz session on this 
Survey.

Training to the field 
staff was imparted by 
Sunil K. Khar & Shri 
Raju Kumar, Senior Sta-
tistical Officers of NSO 
(FOD), Government of 
India, Regional Office, 
Jammu.
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GDC Kathua organizes intra-mural Men’s Football Tournament
Top News Report

KATHUA, Apr 16: The 
Sports Board of Govern-
ment Degree College 
(GDC) Kathua orga-
nized a two-day intra-
mural Men’s Football 
Tournament from April 
15 to 16, 2025 under 
FIT India.

Four teams—Blue 
Warriors, Black Pan-
thers, Pink Knights, and 
Green Avengers—par-
ticipated with enthusi-
asm, showcasing their 
talent, teamwork, and 
sporting spirit.

The much-anticipated 
final match was played 
between Blue Warriors 
and Black Panthers, 
where the Blue War-
riors clinched victory 

with a thrilling 3-2 win. 
The closely contested 
match kept the specta-
tors on the edge of their 
seats, displaying excel-
lent sportsmanship and 
competitive energy.

Prof. Seema Mir, Prin-
cipal of GDC Kathua, 
graced the occasion 
as the Chief Guest 
and felicitated the play-

ers with medals. In her 
address, she applaud-
ed the participants and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of sports in a stu-
dent’s life, encouraging 
them to consider sports 
as a viable career option 
alongside academics.

The tournament 
was organized under 
the leadership of the 

Sports Board of the col-
lege, with Prof. Shivani 
Kotwal serving as the 
Convener. The Sports 
Board comprises: Prof. 
Shivani Kotwal, Dr. 
Neeraj Gupta, Sh. Sand-
eep Sharma (PTI), Prof. 
Ajay Sharma, Dr. Gotam 
Singh, Dr. Jasvinder, 
Dr. Jagmohan, and Dr. 
Pratima Sangra.

Several senior faculty 
members, including Dr. 
Sanjay Karlupia, Prof. 
Neelam, Dr. Dinesh 
Jasrotia, Prof. Rupinder 
Kour, Dr. R.K. Manhas, 
Prof. Rakesh Sharma, 
and Dr. Yash Paul 
Sharma, along with all 
the faculty members 
were present during the 
matches and actively 
encouraged the stu-
dents throughout the 
tournament.

The tournament not 
only fostered a spirit of 
sportsmanship but also 
strengthened bonds 
among students, rein-
forcing the college’s 
commitment to pro-
moting holistic educa-
tion and extracurricular 
excellence.

DPS Nagbani shines at Second J&K 
UT Muay Thai Championship, 2025
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: The 
Second J&K UT Muay 
Thai Championship, 
2025 concluded on 
Saturday at the Boxing 
Ring, University of 
Jammu. 

The event was orga-
nized by the Muay Thai 
Association of J&K in 
collaboration with the 
University of Jammu 
and the J&K Olympic 
Association.

Students from DPS 
Nagbani showcased 
outstanding talent and 
sportsmanship during 
the championship.

The medal winners 

from the school include, 
Jeet Singh – Gold 
Medal, Kavish Kumar–
Silver Medal, Jayati – 
Silver Medal, Aradhya 
Sharma – Silver Medal.

Their achievements 
reflect the dedication 
and discipline instilled 

by their coach, Mohit 
Singh. Principal R K 
Verma-Principal and 
Bhawna Madaan-
Headmistress extended 
heartfelt congratula-
tions to the students for 
their remarkable perfor-
mance.

JKCA organises workshop for State Skill Coaches
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: Con-
tinuing with its policy of 
learning being a continu-
ous process that never 
ends, Jammu & Kash-
mir Cricket Association 
has organised another 
workshop. 

Last month a workshop 
was organised for the 
Physiotherapists and 
the present workshop is 
for the Coaches.

The workshop is being 
directed by the BCCI’s 
Centre of Excellence 
(CoE) from April 16 
to 17, 2025 at Hostel 
Ground, Jammu.

 24 Coaches are partic-
ipating in the workshop 
that includes both men 
and women. All Coach-

es are already Level 
01 or Level 02 qualified 
and are working with the 
JKCA teams.

The aim of the work-
shop is to enhance 
the skills of the trained 
Coaches so that they 
can pass these on to the 
young cricketers they 

are responsible to train.
In the inaugural 

address, Brig. Anil 
Gupta, Member Admin-
istration, JKCA, said, 
“Each one of you has 
already walked the hard 
path of training, study-
ing, and certifying your 
knowledge of cricket. 

You have chosen to be 
lifelong students of the 
game. 

You now do the role of 
trainers, mentors and 
motivators.

At this camp, I urge 
you to challenge your 
own methods. 

Share openly. Learn 

from each other and the 
expert faculty. Because 
when you evolve, our 
players will evolve.

He further exhorted the 
participants to sharpen 
their skills, broaden 
their vision and return 
to our teams as better 
equipped Coaches.

The faculty from CoE 
includes best in its field 
and is headed by Sujith 
Somasundar, Head 
Education BCCI-CoE 
and an Ex Outstanding 
Cricketer, Amit Asawa, 
Batting Faculty,  Sanjay 
Mullasseri, Bowling Fac-
ulty and  Apurva Desai, 
Master Faculty. The fac-
ulty is being assisted by  
Sahil Magotra, Video 
Analyst, JKCA.

Randhawa inaugurates Dream India 
Institute of Hotel Management

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: 
Choudhary Vikram 
Randhawa, MLA from 
Bahu Fort, inaugurated 
the Dream India Institute 
of Hotel Management 
(DIIHM), a new hotel 
management institute, 
on Wednesday.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended 
by Shivani Jamwal, the 
Managing Director of 
the institute And Manu 
Singh Jamwal .

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Randhawa stated 
that this institute will 
serve as a great plat-
form for the youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
He emphasized that it 
will not only equip them 
with valuable skills but 
also provide employ-
ment opportunities.

He encouraged young 

men and women to take 
full advantage of this ini-
tiative and step forward 
toward a brighter future.

Randhawa highlighted 
that the institute aims to 
offer world-class edu-
cation and training for 
aspiring professionals in 
the hospitality industry.

Managing Director 
Shivani Jamwal shared 
that the objective of the 
institute is to develop 
competent and respon-
sible professionals, 
providing them with 
the necessary skills 
and experience to lead 
in various sectors of 
the hospitality industry. 
She added that DIIHM 
is committed to deliver-
ing international-level 
education to prepare 
students for high-level 
careers in both domes-
tic and global hospitality 
markets. Jamwal further 

elaborated that the insti-
tute will train future man-
agers in diverse fields 
such as hotels, restau-
rants, flight catering, 
airline crew services, 
offshore catering, and 
hospitality catering.

The institute boasts 
a well-equipped infra-
structure with modern 
classrooms, training 
kitchens, a training res-
taurant,  Bar Training , 
Food production ,and 
dedicated front office 
and housekeeping train-
ing rooms.

Regarding courses, 
she informed that for 
the Diploma in Vocation 
(D.Voc), candidates 
must have passed either 
10th or 12th grade, and 
the course duration 
is one year. For the 
Bachelor of Vocation 
(B.Voc) degree, candi-
dates must have com-
pleted 12th grade, with a 
course duration of three 
years.

Other present in the 
occasion Social Activists 
Anil Sharma, Naresh 
Singh Jasrotia, Jaid-
eep Singh, Shakshish 
Sharma, Shavani, Priya, 
Amanpreet, Nandani, 
Shiska Sharma, Nitika 
and Anil.

DC Kishtwar reviews progress 
under District Capex Plan 2024-25

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Apr 16: 
The District Develop-
ment Commissioner 

(DDC) Kishtwar, Rajesh 
Kumar Shavan (JKAS), 
today chaired a com-
prehensive sector-
wise review meeting to 
assess the physical and 
financial progress of 
developmental projects 
under the District Capex 
Plan 2024-25.

The meeting focused 
on key sectors includ-
ing Roads and Build-
ings (R&B), Jal Shakti, 
Education, Health, 
and Youth Services & 
Sports, among others.

During the session, 
Chief Planning Officer 
(CPO) Kishtwar briefed 
the DC on the status of 
various ongoing works 
including under BDC 
ADP, DDC Plan, under-
taken as part of the cur-

rent Capex plan 2024-
25. The DDC issued 
clear directives to all 
Block Development Offi-
cers (BDOs) to submit 
a comprehensive list of 
ongoing works along 
with reconciliation state-
ments by tomorrow eve-
ning.

He further instructed 
that 100% completion 
of all sanctioned works 
must be ensured within 
the current financial 
year.

In addition, the DDC 
emphasized the timely 
submission of propos-
als for new works under 
the 2024-25 plan, with 
a deadline set for April 
25, 2025, after due con-
sultation with the Mem-
bers of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLAs) of the 
district. He also under-
scored the importance 
of verifying the feasibility 
of all proposed projects, 
which must be certified 
by the concerned Teh-
sildar prior to execution.

The meeting was 
attended by EO Munici-
pality/Deputy Registrar 
Cooperatives Mirza 
Mumtaz Iqbal, various 
BDOs,Executive Engi-
neer Jal Shakti,Dy. CEO 
Kishtwar,AD Planning 
RDD, and officials from 
other line departments.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: The 
Rashtriya Bajrang Dal 
held a strong protest on 
Wednesday against the 
alleged rising attacks on 
Hindus in West Bengal, 
condemning the Bengal 
government and Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee.

During the demonstra-
tion, effigies of Mamata 
Banerjee were burned, 
symbolizing public 
outrage over what the 
organization called the 
state’s “complete failure 
to protect Hindu com-
munities.”

Speaking at the pro-
test, Rakesh Bajrangi, 
President of Rashtriya 
Bajrang Dal, Jammu and 
Kashmir, claimed that in 
Murshidabad, more than 
500 Hindu families have 
been forced to flee due 
to violent attacks.

“Houses were burnt, 
Hindu families assault-
ed, temples vandalized, 
and shops looted—all 
while the government 
remained a silent spec-
tator,” he said.

Rakesh Bajrangi drew 
parallels between the 

present situation in 
Bengal and the exodus 
of Kashmiri Pandits 
in 1990, calling it “a 
planned conspiracy to 
drive Hindus out of the 
region.”

He questioned those 
who dismissed the truth 
of The Kashmir Files, 
asking what they now 
have to say about the 
emerging “Bengal Files.”

He further alleged that 
jihadist elements are 
systematically target-
ing Hindus across the 
country.

Referring to a recent 
incident in Nashik, 
Bajrangi said that vio-
lence erupted over the 
tomb of Aurangzeb, 
leading to attacks on 
Hindu households.

He also condemned 
the recent attack on a 
police party in Bari Brah-
mana, Jammu, in which 
Inspector Pushpendra 
Singh and three other 
officers were seriously 
injured.

 “These types of inci-
dents are increasing 
rapidly, and political 
parties that stay silent 
or lend support to such 
violence are equally 
responsible,” Bajrangi 
said. The Rashtriya 
Bajrang Dal demanded 
that the Central Gov-
ernment immediately 
impose President’s 
Rule in West Bengal, 
take strict action against 
rioters, and ensure the 
safety and security of 
Hindus in the state.

He emphasized that 
Hindus, who have 
always upheld the Con-
stitution and spoken for 
national unity, are now 
being persecuted in 
their own country.

 “Hindus are being 
pushed to the edge,” 
he warned. “If these 
attacks do not stop, the 
Hindu community will 
not remain silent—it will 
rise, and it will respond.”

Bajrangi concluded 
with a direct appeal to 
the Prime Minister and 
Home Minister, urging 
them to take firm and 
decisive action against 
the Mamata Banerjee 
government and restore 
peace and justice in 
West Bengal.

Rashtriya Bajrang Dal protests 
against attacks on Hindus in 
Bengal, demands President’s Rule

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: In an 
atmosphere vibrant with 
devotion and spiritual 
fervor, the Akhil Bhartiya 
Dharam Prachar Sewa 
Samiti (ABDPSS) on 
Wednesday organized 
a soul-stirring Shriram-
Stuti and Samoohik 
Hanuman Chalisa Path 
at Shri Ram Mandir, 
Chann i  H immat , 
Jammu.

The event began 
with the divine echoes 
of Vedic mantras and 
the heartfelt prarthna 
– “Hey Prabhu Anand-
data, Gyan Humko 
Dijiye” – invoking the 
blessings of Lord Ram. 
As the temple premises 
filled with bhakti and 
the voices of devotees 
chanting in unison, it 
became a spiritual spec-
tacle to behold.

Gracing the occasion 
was Sunil Sharma, 
National Co-ordinator 
of the Samiti, accom-
panied by Swami 
Shrichander Mishra ji 
from Ayodhya, whose 
presence added sanc-
tity and depth to the 
gathering. A special 
highlight of the event 
was the participation 
of the younger genera-
tion, whose enthusiasm 
and reverence made the 

occasion all the more 
meaningful and vibrant.

After the path, learned 
speakers illuminated 
the assembly with 
reflections on Lord 
Hanuman’s unwavering 
devotion and selfless 
service to Lord Ram. 
They underscored how 
Hanuman ji’s timeless 
courage, wisdom, and 
humility continue to 
serve as a moral com-
pass for modern society.

The spiritual tide rose 
further during the Sat-
sang session led by 
Acharya Manoj Kumar 
from Ayodhya, whose 
discourse touched the 
hearts of the devotees, 
guiding them on the 
path of inner peace, 
divine love, and self-
realization.

In his address, Sunil 
Sharma highlighted the 
Samiti’s ongoing efforts 
to spread the eternal 
wisdom of the Bhaga-
vad Gita. 

For the last ten years, 
the Samiti has been 
freely distributing the 
Shrimad Bhagavad 
Gita Granth (not just as 
a book, but as a sacred 
scripture) under the 
divine guidance of Brah-
mgyani Guruji, nurturing 
love for humanity and a 
deeper connection with 
the divine.

ABDPSS organizes ‘Shriram-
Stuti & Hanuman Chalisa Path’ 
at Shri Ram Mandir

GDC Sidhra organises ‘Awareness Lecture’ 
to commemorate ‘Poshan Pakhwada’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: NSS Unit of 
GDC Sidhra in collaboration with 
Ayush Dept. under the aegis of 
IQAC organised an awareness 
lecture to commemorate the 7th 
Poshan Pakhwada that is being 
celebrated from  April 8 to 23, 
2025.

 Poshan Pakhwada 2025, 
focuses on the first 1,000 Days 
of child’s life as it is a critical 
period for child’s development.

 It emphasises on outcome 
based activities planned around 
nutrition sensitisation for improv-
ing the nutritional outcomes 

and well being by strengthen-
ing implementation of nutrition 
related services while ensuring 
active community participation. 
Poshan Pakhwada 2025 Use of 
technology - Poshan Tracker at 
Anganwadi Centers, Communi-
ty-Based Management of Acute 
Malnutrition (CMAM) Protocol 
helps in early detection and 
community-based management 
of malnutrition. Poshan Abhiyan 
aims to promote a healthy and 
nutritious diet among children 
and women with the blend of 
technology and tradition.

Dr. Sarika, Medical Officer, 
Dept. of Ayush, Bain Bajalta 

was the resource person for 
the event.

She explained in detail about 
Poshan Maah. She emphasised 
on the importance of nutrition 
and balanced diet in our lives.

She elaborated on various 
themes of Poshan Abhiyan like 
maternal and infant nutrition, 
combating childhood obesity 
and digital accessibility for ben-
eficiaries. She also interacted 
with students and listened to 
their problems.

She also prescribed and dis-
tributed medicines to the stu-
dents to treat their problems.

At last, Principal of the college, 
Dr. G.S Rakwal spoke on the 
occasion and stressed on the 
importance of good health.

He further advised the stu-
dents to maintain healthy life-
styles and motivated them to 
adapt various necessary chang-
es for the same.

The program was organised 
by Dr. Purvaiya Hans, NSS PO 
with active support and coor-
dination of all the committee 
members of NSS Unit under the 
able guidance of the Principal of 
the College, Dr. G.S Rakwal. All 
the faculty members were pres-
ent during the event.
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BHUBANESWAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Hockey India Presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey emphasised 
that the next two to three years 
will be crucial for Indian wom-
en’s hockey. With the Asian 
Games, the World Cup, and the 
Olympics on the horizon, along 
with several important tourna-
ments in between, the team is 
entering a pivotal phase.

The Indian women’s team 
is set to tour Perth, Australia, 
where they will play five match-
es. The tour will begin with 
two games against Australia 
A, followed by three matches 
against the senior Australian 
team. All fixtures will be held at 
the Perth Hockey Stadium. This 
tour is seen as a key prepara-
tory assignment ahead of the 
FIH Pro League 2024-25, which 
is scheduled for June.

“The next two to three years 
are crucial for women’s hockey... 

This month, five matches will 
be played in Perth, Australia... 
For the first time, five young 
players who performed well in 
the Hockey India League have 
been selected for this team... 
Many important tournaments 
are coming up after that, like 
the (Women’s FIH) Pro League 
and the Asia Cup, and then the 
Olympics and World Cup next 
year. Looking at future tourna-
ments, it is important for young 
players to gain experience. So 
the Australia round is important 
for young players,” Dilip Tirkey 
said while speaking to agency.

Five new players have 
received their first senior 
national call-ups. This tour is 
particularly important for the 
young players as it offers them 
a valuable opportunity to gain 
experience by playing along-
side and against senior inter-

national players. Touring Aus-
tralia is especially significant for 
the youngsters, as they will be 
tested against high quality oppo-
sition in challenging conditions a 
crucial step in their development 
at the international level.

Hockey India announced a 
26-member squad on Monday 
for the upcoming tour, which 
will take place from April 26 to 
May 4.

The squad will be led by 
dynamic midfielder Salima 
Tete, with experienced forward 
Navneet Kaur serving as the 
vice-captain. The tour will be a 
crucial preparatory assignment 
ahead of the team’s European 
leg of the FIH Pro League 2024-
25, set to be held in June, as per 
the Hockey India press release.

Seasoned goalkeeper Savita 
and young talent Bichu Devi 
Kharibam will share responsibili-

ties between the posts, provid-
ing a strong last line of defence, 
Hockey India said.

Jyoti Singh, Ishika Chaud-
hary, Sushila Chanu Pukhram-
bam, Sujata Kujur, Suman Devi 
Thoudam, Jyoti, Ajmina Kujur, 
and Sakshi Rana will feature in 
the defensive lineup, reflecting a 
mix of experience and promising 
young talent.

In the midfield, captain Salima 
Tete will marshal the centre with 
support from Vaishnavi Vitthal 
Phalke, Neha, Sharmila Devi, 
Manisha Chauhan, Sunelita 
Toppo, Mahima Tete, Pooja 
Yadav, and Lalremsiami, bring-
ing depth and creativity to the 
side, Hockey India said.

The forward line comprises of 
Navneet Kaur, Deepika, Rutaja 
Dadaso Pisal, Mumtaz Khan, 
Baljeet Kaur, Deepika Soreng, 
and Beauty Dungdung.

MULLANPUR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): The Kolkata 
Knight Riders (KKR), 
defending champions 
of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL), suffered 
a narrow 16-run loss 
in a low-scoring thriller 
against Punjab Kings, 
here at the Maharaja 
Yadavindra Singh Inter-
national Cricket Sta-
dium. Harshit Rana’s 
three-fer, alongside 
braces from Sunil 
Narine and Varun Cha-
karavarthy, went in vain 
as the hosts defending 
the target in an engag-
ing contest.

Reflecting on the 
match, KKR captain 
Ajinkya Rahane said in 
the post-match press 
conference as quoted 
by KKR press release, 
“The wicket was a good 
one, even though the 
ball was stopping a bit. 

Our bowlers bundled 
them out for 111 and 
did half the job. Chas-
ing 112 on this wicket 
was comparatively easy, 
especially after the start 
we got. It wasn’t like 
Punjab Kings bowled 
exceptionally, we just 
didn’t bat as well.”

The captain also high-
lighted the learnings 
from the game, back-
ing his team to respond 

going into their next 
match. “We’re halfway 
through the tournament, 
and there are seven 
matches to go in the 
league stage. It’s always 
about coming back with 
good intent, while still 
looking to learn and 
improve as a batter and 
take it on in the next 
game.”

Halfway through their 
league stage matches, 

Kolkata Knight Riders 
have bagged three wins 
in the tournament so far. 
However, Rahane insist-
ed that the batting unit 
have to learn to grind out 
results in certain situa-
tions.

“It’s not about hitting 
sixes every time and 
getting that net run rate 
up. It wasn’t a belter 
or a flat wicket, there 
was something for the 
bowlers. So, we had to 
grind it out. Even though 
sometimes you have to 
play a maiden over in 
T20 cricket or play at a 
strike rate of 70-80, it’s 
okay. But you have to 
grind it out. T20 cricket 
is not only about hit-
ting sixes, even though 
we’re seeing most play-
ers trying to look for the 
big shots. It’s not about 
that, it’s about reading 

the situation and having 
the game awareness as 
a batter and then take 
the game forward. That’s 
what we lacked today”, 
he said as quoted by the 
press release.

With seven matches 
remaining in the league 
stage for KKR, the cap-
tain is confident that 
there is no room for 
complacency in this 
experienced setup. “All 
the players are confi-
dent and experienced 
enough to handle any 
situation. I wouldn’t say 
we were complacent 
or are taking things for 
granted. I don’t think 
we’re doing that. We 
didn’t bat well and didn’t 
have the awareness to 
play according to what 
the situation demanded, 
but we learn from it”, he 
concluded.

“Next two to three years are crucial for women’s hockey”: Dilip 
Tirkey ahead of India vs Australia five-match Hockey series

All players are confident & experienced to 
handle any situation: KKR captain Ajinkya 
Rahane banking on team to turn things around

GANGTOK, Apr 16 (Agencies): In a 
proud moment for Sikkim cricket, all-
rounder Palzor Tamang has signed a 
six-month contract with Felling Cricket 
Club in England.

The Sikkim Cricket Association 
(SICA) confirmed the development, 
marking Tamang as only the second 
cricketer from the state to secure an 
overseas club contract after Nilesh 
Lamichaney.

Tamang, a key player for the Sikkim 
Senior Men’s Team, has already arrived 
in England and will represent the club 
across various competitions, including 
the prestigious ECB-affiliated North 
East Premier League, part of the Eng-
land and Wales Cricket Board’s (ECB) 
Premier League structure, as per the 
SICA press release.

A seasoned seam bowler and depend-
able lower-order batter, Tamang made 
his first-class debut in the 2018-19 
Indian domestic season. In January 
2020, he etched his name in history as 

the first homegrown Sikkim cricketer 
to take a five-wicket haul in first-class 
cricket. He later became the first to 
reach the 50-wicket milestone in the 
format for the state.

His batting prowess was on full display 
in the 2023-24 season when he scored 
his maiden first-class century against 
Arunachal Pradesh, underlining his 
value as a true all-rounder. Tamang also 
served as captain of the Sikkim Senior 
Men’s Team during the same season, 
leading with grit and composure.

In addition to his cricketing career, 
Tamang serves as an Inspector in 
Sikkim Police, showcasing his commit-
ment both on and off the field.

SICA expressed pride in Tamang’s 
achievement, noting that this overseas 
stint will contribute significantly to his 
development and reflect the grow-
ing stature of cricket in Sikkim. He is 
expected to return in September to 
rejoin Sikkim for the upcoming Indian 
domestic season.

GURUGRAM, Apr 16 
(Agencies): The Delhi 
Capitals franchise 
advanced its commit-
ment to grassroots 
cricket by hosting a 
masterclass for young 
cricketers at Conscient 
Sports Arena, Gurga-
on, as part of its global 
Beyond Boundaries Ini-
tiative.

The girls and boys 
who participated in the 
masterclass, belonging 
to Delhi Capitals’ grass-
roots academies, have 
been beneficiaries of 
this initiative.

The masterc lass 
featured Delhi Capi-
tals stars KL Rahul, 
Abhishek Porel, and 
Vipraj Nigam, along-
side Director of Cricket 
Venugopal Rao, head 
coach Hemang Badani, 
and bowling coach 
Munaf Patel.

The training session 
delivered practical 
insights into technical 

skills building, develop-
ing physical strength 
and mental discipline 
- offering the young 
players a unique oppor-
tunity to learn directly 
from some of cricket’s 
biggest stars and sea-
soned coaches, as per 
the Delhi Capitals press 
release.

Sunil Gupta, Chief 
Executive Officer, Delhi 
Capitals, said, as quoted 
by a press release, “This 
masterclass reinforces 
Delhi Capitals’ and DP 
World’s shared commit-
ment of empowering the 
next generation of crick-
eters, be it by provid-
ing access to the right 
equipment and facilities, 
or training sessions and 
inspiration from their 
cricketing idols. Watch-
ing these young crick-
eters train today and 
seeing their hunger to 
learn was incredibly ful-
filling.” The participants 
were kitted out in the 

professional gear they 
had previously received 
in 2024, when DP World 
delivered 500 kits to 
grassroots academies 
and unveiled two repur-
posed shipping contain-
ers at Delhi’s Aerocity 
Ground. These contain-
ers, each uniquely 
designed with custom 
artwork, now serve as 
functional changing 
rooms and pavilions for 
young players.

Since launching during 
the 2023 ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup, DP 
World has pledged ten 
cricket kits for every 
100 runs scored in ICC 
tournaments, pledging 
4,470 kits to date. Of that 
figure, DP World has 
delivered 2,750 crick-
et kits so far globally, 
including 1,250 in India, 
with five repurposed 
containers deployed 
across the country in 
Mumbai, Delhi, Chen-
nai, and Ahmedabad.

LIMA, Apr 16 (Agencies): Teenaged 
shooter Suruchi Inder Singh produced 
yet another sterling performance in the 
10m air pistol event here to clinch her 
second consecutive ISSF World Cup 
gold, while Paris Olympics medallist 
Manu Bhaker bagged the silver to 
ensure India’s domination in the com-
petition.

The Jhajjar-based Suruchi, 18, who 
had won her maiden World Cup gold 
in the season’s inaugural global event 
recently, tallied 243.6 in the 24-shot 
final, to leave Manu 1.3 points behind 
her.

China’s Yao Qianxun took the bronze.
Suruchi and Manu’s podium finish 

meant that India collected one medal of 
each colour on the day, with men’s 10m 
air pistol marksman Saurabh Chaud-
hary earlier winning a bronze.

India’s exploits in the women’s 10m 
air pistol competition in the Peruvian 
capital has taken the country to the 
top of the standings with three medals, 
followed by China, which has won the 
men’s air pistol gold.

There were clear indications during 
the 60-shot qualification round that the 
Indian duo would comfortably make it to 
the finals from a 28-strong field. Suruchi 
took the second spot with a regulation 
582, while Manu was fourth with 578.

Sainyam, the third Indian in the fray, 
was 11th with 571.

Suruchi was at a different level in the 

final, carrying on her superb form in 
the last few months to quickly move 
to second after the first series of five 
shots.

Yao had taken an early lead and 
Manu was fourth with Uruguay’s Julieta 
Jimenez, who shot a good final, in third 
at that stage.

After the second five-shot series, Yao 
had compatriot Meng Yufei breathing 
down her neck, just 0.1 behind, while 
Suruchi moved down to third with Manu 
holding on to her fourth position.

The Indians, Suruchi in particular, then 
came into their elements as Meng had a 
meltdown of sorts. A couple of high 10s 
ensured that after the 13th single shot, 
it was an Indian 1-2 with the Chinese 
falling out of the top-two contention.

Manu then had a couple of mid to low 
9s for her 16th and 17th shots, which 
probably cost her the gold in the end. 
Suruchi emerged as the more consis-
tent shooter on the day.

Yao then had a good run and 
dethroned Julieta for bronze, but with 
the final two shots left, it was Suruchi 
who was ahead of Manu by 0.7 points.

The teenager scored better on the last 
two shots to beat the more experienced 
Manu and extend a sensational run of 
form, which began with the nationals in 
December last year.

Suruchi had also won the 10m air 
pistol mixed team bronze with Saurabh 
in Buenos Aires.

Palzor Tamang signs with UK’s 
Felling Cricket Club, marks major milestone 
for Sikkim Cricket

Delhi Capitals inspire 
young cricketers with ‘Beyond 
Boundaries’ masterclass in Gurgaon

Suruchi Singh wins back-to-back 
WC gold; silver for Manu Bhaker

MUMBAI, Apr 16 (Agencies): 
An inconsistent Mumbai Indi-
ans will hope that ace pacer 
Jasprit Bumrah returns to his 
menacing best, which is essen-
tial for them to stop an explo-
sive Sunrisers Hyderabad bat-
ting unit in its tracks in a poten-
tially high-scoring IPL match 
here on Thursday.

Coming off a three-month 
long injury layoff, Bumrah is 
yet to find the accuracy which 
makes him a tough customer 
to deal with.

After a rather tidy outing 
against Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru, Bumrah struggled to nail 
his yorkers and was taken apart 
by Delhi Capitals’ Karun Nair as 
he leaked 44 runs in that game.

The 31-year-old will face a 
stern test against a fearsome 
Sunrisers line-up comprising 
Travis Head, Abhishek Sharma, 
Ishan Kishan and Heinrich 
Klaasen.

But the five-time champions 
will also want former captain 
Rohit Sharma to get back to his 
run-making ways at the earliest 
as his current tally is an under-
whelming 56 runs from five 
matches at an average of 11.20.

It has played a massive role in 
them languishing at the seventh 
place in the points table with just 
two wins, and those results were 
largely built around the contribu-
tions of Suryakumar Yadav and 
Tilak Varma.

Rohit, who has persisted with 
his ultra-aggressive approach, 
has struggled against left-arm 
pace but there could be some 
respite given SRH don’t have 
any frontline left-arm seamer 

unless they bring in Jaydev 
Unadkat.

While Suryakumar has still not 
been at his brutal best, being 
retired out against Lucknow 
Super Giants served as a wake-
up call for Tilak.

After that difficult outing in Luc-
know, Tilak has responded with 
scores of 56 (29b) and 59 (33b) 
to indicate his return to form.

Naman Dhir remains a vital 
cog for MI as he has been given 
the role of an aggressor with the 
bat in the death overs, but oth-
erwise he has been their best 
fielder this season.

The way MI clinched a win 
from Delhi with accurate field-
ing might just ignite the missing 
spark in their camp.

Interestingly, both MI and SRH 
were able to snap their disap-
pointing run with impressive 
wins in their previous outings. 
But it remains to be seen if they 
are able to attain consistency, 
which will define their future in 
the competition.

SRH’s struggles
Nearing the halfway mark, the 

Sunrisers are also struggling to 
find their range, tottering at ninth 
on the table with only net run 
rate separating the two teams 
after four losses and two wins 
in six matches each. MI has an 
NRR of +0.10 while SRH’s run-
rate stands at -1.24.

But MI will have to be wary of 
SRH’s batters who have given 
signs of finding back their mojo 
after a lull.

Each of the top four — Head, 
Abhishek, Klaasen and Kishan 
— fired on all cylinders to stun 
Punjab Kings to give SRH their 
second win of the season.

Chasing, SRH scored nearly 
250 runs to beat PBKS by eight 
wickets with their batters, espe-
cially Abhishek, finding their 
lost rhythm collectively after the 
2016 winners lost four matches 
on the trot.

Coming off a splendid 55-ball 
141, Abhishek will look to draw 
confidence from his last outing 

here at the Wankhede Stadium 
in February this year when he 
took apart England’s bowling to 
score 135 in the fifth T20I for 
India.

Kishan too would be eager 
to make this outing against his 
former franchise count on what 
had been his home ground for 
several seasons.

The nature of the Wankhede 
Stadium pitch often ensures tall 
totals here, but the bowlers can 
look forward to some bounce off 
the surface.

Teams (from):
Mumbai Indians: Hardik 

Pandya ©, Rohit Sharma, 
Suryakumar Yadav, Robin Minz 
(wk), Ryan Rickelton (wk), 
Shrijith Krishnan (wk), Bevon 
Jacobs, Tilak Varma, Naman 
Dhir, Will Jacks, Mitchell Sant-
ner, Raj Angad Bawa, Vignesh 
Puthur, Corbin Bosch, Trent 
Boult, Karn Sharma, Deepak 
Chahar, Ashwani Kumar, Reece 
Topley, VS Penmetsa, Arjun 
Tendulkar, Mujeeb Ur Rahman, 
Jasprit Bumrah.

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Pat 
Cummins ©, Ishan Kishan (wk), 
Atharva Taide, Abhinav Mano-
har, Aniket Verma, Sachin Baby, 
Smaran Ravichandran, Heinrich 
Klaasen (wk), Travis Head, Har-
shal Patel, Kamindu Mendis, 
Wiaan Mulder, Abhishek 
Sharma, Nitish Kumar Reddy, 
Mohammed Shami, Rahul 
Chahar, Simarjeet Singh, Zee-
shan Ansari, Jaydev Unadkat, 
Eshan Malinga.

Match starts at 7:30pm IST.

Bumrah’s form in spotlight as Mumbai Indians, 
Sunrisers Hyderabad search for consistency

31-year-old will face stern test against fearsome Sunrisers line-up comprising Travis 
Head, Abhishek Sharma, Ishan Kishan and Heinrich Klaasen

China’s Yao Qianxun took the bronze
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Abdul Hameed Gojre raises voice for 
J&K at national meeting in Delhi
Top News Report

NEW DELHI, Apr 16: 
In a significant move 
aimed at bringing the 
voice of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
the national forefront, 
Abdul Hameed Gojre, 
the State President of 
the Indian Praja Con-
gress (J&K), participat-
ed in a high-level meet-
ing held at the party’s 
national headquarters in 
New Delhi. The meeting 
was presided over by 
National President K. B. 
Shridhar.

During the crucial 
discussions, President 
Gojre highlighted the 
prevailing hardships 
faced by the general 
public in the Kashmir 
Valley. Speaking to 
media persons after 

the meeting, he painted 
a heartfelt picture of 
daily struggles—soar-
ing unemployment, the 
rising menace of drug 
addiction among youth, 
and the lack of basic 
amenities.

 “The people of Jammu 
and Kashmir are suffer-
ing. The need of the hour 
is urgent and empathetic 
governance,” Gojre said, 
appealing to both the 
Lieutenant Governor of 
J&K and the Prime Min-
ister of India for immedi-
ate intervention.

He called for the pro-
vision of free electric-
ity, ration for poor fami-
lies, and employment 
opportunities for every 
unemployed youth in the 
region. 

His voice carried the 
echoes of a region long-

ing for peace, prosperity, 
and progress.

 “Our youth are the 
soul of the valley—but 
they are slipping into 
darkness due to unem-
ployment and despair. 
We must act now, before 

the shadows grow 
deeper,” he expressed 
with urgency.

National President K. 
B. Shridhar extended 
his full support, assuring 
that the party remains 
committed to resolving 

the issues of the people 
of J&K. 

The Indian Praja 
Congress, he affirmed, 
stands with the common 
people and will continue 
to raise their voice on 
every national platform.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: Chief 
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Wednesday 
launched the e-SEHAT 
App — a comprehen-
sive, one-stop digital 
solution designed to 
cater to the healthcare 
needs of the people 
of Jammu & Kashmir, 
including citizens, doc-
tors and medical profes-
sionals.

The Chief Minister 
congratulated the team 
for developing such an 
elaborate and wide-
ranging application that 
addresses the health 
needs of J&K’s citizens.

He suggested making 
the app more user-
friendly and incorporat-
ing additional features, 
including the integra-
tion of the appointment 
system of empanelled 
private health institu-
tions.

The Chief Minister 
also directed the con-
cerned authorities to 
conduct hands-on train-
ing through scheduled 
workshops for the staff 
to familiarize them with 
the application. “Once 
the staff is trained, 
awareness campaigns 
can be launched to edu-
cate the public about the 
app and its benefits,” he 
said.

To ensure effective 
implementation and 
monitoring, he called 
for regular reviews — 
weekly by the Secre-
tary, Health & Medical 
Education; monthly by 

the Chief Secretary; and 
quarterly by the Minister 
In-charge — to assess 
the app’s performance 
and progress.

The launch event was 
attended by Minister 
for Health & Medical 
Education Sakeena 
Itoo, Chief Secretary 
Atal Dulloo, Additional 
Chief Secretary to CM 
Dheeraj Gupta, Secre-
tary Health & Medical 
Education Syed Abid 
Rashid, DG BISAG-N, 
Principals of various 
Government Medi-
cal Colleges, Medical 
Superintendents, HoDs 
and other concerned 
officials. Earlier, Secre-
tary H&ME Syed Abid 
Rashid gave a detailed 
presentation outlining 
the objectives, purpose, 
and target users of the 
SEHAT App.

He informed that the 
department has devel-
oped a cutting-edge dig-
ital application designed 
to guide and support 
patients and their atten-

dants in accessing 
healthcare facilities and 
services across both 
public and private sec-
tors in Jammu & Kash-
mir.

He stated that the 
SEHAT App is a smart 
e-health solution offer-
ing tele-diagnosis and 
first opinion for health-
care needs. Useable 
from home, offices, or 
hospitals, the app is 
especially beneficial 
in remote areas and 
serves a broad range 
of users including the 
general public, patients, 
healthcare profession-
als, medical students, 
and aspirants of medi-
cal and paramedical 
courses.

The SEHAT App offers 
a wide array of features 
aimed at improving 
healthcare access and 
delivery across Jammu 
& Kashmir. It provides 
detailed information 
related to healthcare 
institutions, including 
doctors’ availability, 

options for appointment 
bookings, diagnostic 
and surgical services, 
as well as tele-consul-
tation, telemedicine, and 
emergency care. For 
the general public, the 
app includes tools for 
health promotion and 
disease prevention, an 
AI-powered symptoms 
checker, health tracking 
capabilities, medication 
reminders, integration 
with wearable devices, 
and multilingual support.

Healthcare profes-
sionals can benefit from 
secure messaging, 
access to Electronic 
Health Records (EHR), 
prescription and billing 
management, lab result 
integration, academic 
resources, and opportu-
nities for research. The 
app also supports medi-
cal students by offering 
information on academic 
courses, hostel accom-
modations, l ibrary 
facilities, and student 
exchange programs.

Additionally, SEHAT 

includes helpline ser-
vices for hospital assis-
tance, ambulance infor-
mation, and feedback 
mechanisms.

It facilitates a coordi-
nated referral mecha-
nism through hospital 
networking for efficient 
patient transfers and 
emergency support. 
The app also pro-
vides comprehensive 
details on health insur-
ance schemes such 
as PMJAY, CGHS, and 
ECHS.

Furthermore, it pro-
motes skill develop-
ment through CPR and 
Basic Life Support (BLS) 
training, workshops, and 
various continuing edu-
cation programs.

T h e  S e c r e t a r y 
emphasized that the 
SEHAT App is aimed at 
strengthening collabora-
tion between healthcare 
providers, patients and 
insurers by improving 
communication and 
facilitating access to 
healthcare resources.

CM Omar Abdullah inaugurates e-SEHAT App, 
one-stop healthcare solution for J&K citizens

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: As 
part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) initiative, the 
Airports Authority of 
India (AAI), Civil Airport 
Jammu, on Wednesday 
handed over two fully-
equipped ambulances 
to SMGS Hospital, 
Government Medical 
College Jammu.

One Critical Care 
Ambulance (CCA) 
equipped with advanced 
life-saving equipment to 
handle emergency and 
high-dependency cases 
and one Basic Life Sup-
port (BLS) Ambulance, 
designed to provide 
essential pre-hospital 

care and patient trans-
port were handed over.

This initiative is aimed 
at strengthening the 
emergency medical 
response and enhanc-
ing healthcare infra-
structure in the Union 
Territory of Jammu & 
Kashmir.

The formal handing 
over ceremony was 
held in the presence of 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu, Sanjeev Kumar 
Garg, Airport Director,  
AAI, Civil Airport Jammu 
and Dr. Dara Singh, 
Medical Superinten-
dent of SMGS Hospital, 
Jammu.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sanjeev Kumar 

Garg, Airport Director, 
AAI Jammu, highlighted 
AAI’s continued commit-
ment to public welfare 
and community support 
through its CSR pro-
grams.

The hospital adminis-
tration expressed sin-
cere gratitude to AAI for 
its valuable contribution, 
which will go a long way 
in improving patient 
care and emergency 
response services in the 
region.

Airports Authority of 
India remains com-
mitted to contributing 
meaningfully to the 
society it serves, par-
ticularly in critical areas 
like healthcare, educa-
tion, and sustainability.

AAI Jammu hands over two 
ambulances to SMGS Hospital 
under CSR Initiative

Top News Report

ARNIA, Apr 16: AICC 
Secretary and Co-
Incharge Organiza-
tion, Neeraj Kundan, 
conducted a surprise 
inspection of the hospi-
tal in Arnia block, reveal-
ing serious lapses in its 
operations.

Speaking to the media, 
the Congress leader 
highlighted the stark 
contrast between the 
government’s claims 
and the ground reality.

Kundan revealed that 
the previous night, a 
citizen in Arnia suf-
fered a heart attack and 
urgently required an 
ambulance. 

However, the ambu-
lance at the hospital 
failed to start, causing 
significant distress to 
the patient, who was 
eventually transported 
to the hospital in a pri-
vate vehicle, risking 
their life.

Neeraj Kundan said 
“Today, we are here 
to inspect the hospital 
to bring the adminis-
tration’s reality to the 

public”.
He expressed dismay 

that the hospital is func-
tioning “at the mercy 
of God,” lacking even 
basic facilities.

The X-ray machine, 
generators are non-
functional, and there is 
a severe shortage of 
infrastructure, he said.

Kundan emphasized 
that Arnia, one of the 
largest towns in Jammu 
& Kashmir and located 
near the border, should 
have at least three oper-
ational ambulances. 
“Shockingly, not even 
one is functional,” he 
said.

He questioned the 
hospital’s preparedness 
to handle emergencies, 
such as injuries from 
ceasefire violations, 
given its current state.

Urging immediate 
action, Kundan request-
ed the administration to 
urgently address the 
deficiencies at Arnia 
hospital. He warned that 
failure to do so would 
lead to strong protests.

Others present were 
Kailash Saini Block 
President Arnia, Yashpal 
Budda, Vinod Shastri,  
Satpal , Ramesh Chan-
dra, Subhash Chander, 
Satinder and others.

AICC Secretary Neeraj Kundan 
conducts surprise inspection of 
Arnia Hospital, exposes negligence

All MLAs should unite and raise their voice 
against private schools loot: Amit Kapoor
Parents demanding age relaxation one year for Ist class

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 16: under the 
leadership of Parents Associa-
tion President Amit Kapoor, a 
large number of children and 
their parents protested strong-
ly outside the Press Club of 
Jammu and demanded immedi-
ate orders to give age relaxation 
to first class children.

They also demanded to curb 
the looting by private schools 
and asked all the MLAs of 
Jammu and Kashmir to unite 
and raise their voice against 
the looting by private schools. In 
this protest led by Amit Kapoor, 
President of Parents Associa-
tion Jammu, the protesters were 
raising slogans like restore age 
relaxation, stop changing books 
and uniforms every year in pri-
vate schools, issue order for age 
relaxation for first class soon.

Addressing the protesters, 
Amit Kapoor said that in other 
states of the country, all the 
children have been admitted 
to the first class but in Jammu 
and Kashmir, no order has been 
issued regarding this yet, due 
to which parents have to come 
out on the streets with their chil-
dren and protest. He said that 
the Principal Secretary of the 
Education Department has said 
that he is looking into this matter 
while the Director of School 
Education is not taking any deci-
sion in this regard yet while the 
time of children is being wasted 
day by day.

Along with this, he said that 
many private schools are looting 
the parents by changing books 
and uniforms every year while 
the concerned officials are not 
ready to take any concrete steps 
to stop this loot. He requested 

the ADC of Jammu to conduct 
raids like last year so that the 
nexus of books and uniforms 
can be curbed. He also request-
ed all the MLAs of Jammu to rise 
above party ideology and unite 
and raise their voice against the 
loot of private schools. He said 
that this is an issue related to 
the family, so they should raise 
their voice on this issue.

At the same time, Amit Kapoor 

has warned that if the order 
regarding age relaxation is not 
issued within two days, then 
he will intensify his movement 
against it and if needed, he will 
also block the highway.

Apart from prominent Dr. 
Thapa, Amrik Singh, Sonia 
Dogra, Ishan Singh, Anju Devi, 
a large number of small children 
and their parents were also 
present in the protest.

Ripe Crops at risk of fire, farmers’ worries escalate

Farmers’ leader demands Crop Insurance, 
Fire Brigades at Panchayat Level
Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 16: 
With the onset of 
summer, wheat crops 
are now fully ripe, and 
incidents of fire in the 
fields have raised seri-
ous concerns among 
farmers.

According to them, 
one of the main reasons 
for these fires is the sag-
ging electricity wires that 
run over the fields. Apart 
from this, several other 
factors continue to pose 
a fire threat to standing 
crops.

Farmers’ leader Sub-
hash Dasgotra stated 
that every year, hun-
dreds of acres of crops 
are destroyed by fire, 
but the affected farmers 
receive no compensa-
tion. He demanded that 

the government include 
fire incidents under the 
crop insurance scheme 
so that farmers can 
get some relief in such 
cases.

He also suggested 
that fire brigade vehicles 
should be stationed at 
every village coun-
cil (panchayat) level, 
ensuring immediate 
response in case of fire 
and minimizing the loss 
to farmers.

Meanwhile, Gulshan 
Sharma, Assistant 
Executive Engineer of 
the electricity depart-
ment, informed that all 
junior engineers have 
been instructed to 
inspect fields and sus-
pend electricity supply 
in agricultural areas until 
the harvesting is com-
plete. This step is aimed 
at preventing potential 
damage to crops due to 
accidental fires.


