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Anantnag district on
Monday.

Official said that a Tata
Intra (Chota Hati) vehi-
cle bearing registration
number JP03P-2493
met with an accident
near Sinthantop.

In this incident seven
people were injured,
who were shifted to SDH
Kokernag.

The injured persons

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Lieu-
tenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha today vir-
tually inaugurated the

India Private Limited at
Kathua.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor congratulated the
Superior Group of Indus-

of the region.

“UT’s manufactur-
ing ecosystem is grow-
ing and today’s project
dedicated to the indus-
trial development will
give momentum to the
mission of Aatmanirb-
har J&K,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor reiterated that, under

In a post on X, CM_
JnK wrote, “This

=Turn to page 9

open on the occasion
of Baisakhi on Sunday
with Jammu divisional
commissioner Ramesh

The reopening of the
temple was also attend-
ed by BJP MLA from

uTurntopage9 |

ICG and Gujarat ATS seize 300
kg narcotics worth Rs 1,800 cr
near Gujarat coast
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BRIEFLY Lieutenant Governor inaugurates Manufacturing Unit .| CM Omar Machail Mata temple reopens for | Ghulam Nabi
————=  of Superior Polymers India Private Limited atKathua  Abdullabpays — pilgrims after winter in Kishtwar  Azad Dis-
7 people new venture and con- tribute to JAMMU, Apr 14 (Agen- Kumar reviewing the solves All
in'ured in veyed his best wishes. Ambedkar cies): The revered shrine arrangements for the D .
.J - He said the com- on his birth of Shree Machail Mata annual pilgrimage, the emocratic
Slnthantop mencement of this . in Jammu and Kash- officials said. Azad Party
. ’ greenfield project is an anniversary mir’s Kishtwar district The event marked the .
Accident i important milestone, JAMMU, Apr 14 (Agen- has been reopened for shifting of the idol of Committees
SRINAGAR, Apr 14 promising a positive cies)'Jarﬁmu and Kash- pilgrims after winter, her- Goddess Machail Mata > 5 -
(Aencies): Atleast seven impact on the local mir (ihief Minister Omar alding the commence- (Durga) from the house
people were injured in a economy and employ- Abdullah Mond ment of the annual Yatra of local priest Pehalwan _
road accident at Asian ment generation, and a aurah on ionday season, officials said on Singh to the temple amid Pl -
hot Sinthantop Larn_oo - significant push to the :?r:ge-glzgtgnt%igrbﬁti Monday. religious rituals and a / + B
area of South Kashmir’s # { industrial development Anniversary. The temple was thrown grand fair.

SRINAGAR, Apr 14
(Agencies): Democratic
Progressive Azad Party
(DPAP) led by Ghulam
Nabi Azad has dissolved
all the units of party on
Monday.

An official communica-
tion reads, “Chairman

have been identified as ) ) tries and the members of . ) = — T Democratic Azad Party
Umar Awan s/o Ibrahim Manufacturing Unit of Superior Polymer India tFk’mg 9“'&?”.0‘3 ofsﬂo.n ble \'Q‘ Ll - Q’ﬁ the Coast Guard Region Ghulam Nabi Azad has
Awan R/o Bidhard, Arif | Superior Polymer Private Limited on their fme N TinTio page 9 g by i (West), which was on dissolved all the units of
Wwan s/o Karim Awan i'r'. - g multi-mission deploy- the party including the
r/o Bidhard, Bashir ] == 2 i F‘ ment off North Maha- state, provisional, dis-
s/o Jumah Awan r/o " o o

Bidhard, Shafkat s/o
Qasim Deedad r/o Bid-
hard, Shafkat s/o Mohd
Khalil Khari r/o Gadvail,
Gulzar Loodhi s/o Mohd
showkat r/o bidhard and
Mohd Altaf s/o Mohd

Ex-armyman who killed wife arrested
20 years after jumping parole

NEW DELHI, Apr 14
(Agencies): A former
Army personnel, on the

killed his wife in May
1989, by strangling her
and then setting her

12.
According to police,
Tiwari, who worked in
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rashtra/South Gujarat
gegtedivaried redipted
transshipment in prox-
imity of the International
Maritime Boundary
Line (IMBL), an official
statement said here on

trict and block commit-
tees including spokes-
person. The committees
will be reconstituted in
due course of time. This
issues with approval of
Chairman.”

Khalil Khari. . - . Monday. The order has been
Meanwhile, police have run for over 20 years on fire, police said in a the Indian Army’s Ord- (Agencies): In a major ?glgd s(:i;—esd) oovner/-\chl'“(l)l “On yrealising the issued by Bashir Arif,
i in thi after jumpin arole statement. He unsuc- nance Corps as a driver, : ‘ T - : ir-
registered a case in this jumping p unsu p v breakthrough against kg of narcotics (meth- approaching ICG Secretary to the Chair

regard and investigation
has been taken up.

while serving a life
sentence for killing his

cessfully tried to pass
off the death as suicide

had been evading arrest
by avoiding mobile

drug trafficking, the

Indian Coast Guard

amphetamine) worth
around Rs 1,800 crore.

ship, the suspect boat
dumped its narcotics

man.
The party was consti-

. wife, has been arrested but was convicted and phones, dealing only . o consignment in sea tuted in September 2022
MeT predlcts from his native village in sentenced to life in jail in cash and frequently (I.CrC]B), in a.JO'nt_ﬁVir' Ba;gd onf a ccé;rrgbo- beforegit started fleeing after Ghulam Nabi Azad
dry weather Madhya Pradesh, said in 1989. changing his residence gg't operation with the ratg |npué(r;om , u]Jcarat mTurntopage9 : auit Congress.
in J&K from an official of the Delhi He was granted a two- and job. ujarat Anti-Terrorist ATS, an | ship from ’

April 14-17

SRINAGAR, Apr 14
(Agences) : The Metero-
logical Centre Srinagar
has issued a weather
advisory for Jammu
and Kashmir, predicting
a significant change in
weather patterns from
April 18-20.

After a dry spell from
April 14-17, the region
can expect cloudy
skies with light to mod-
erate rain and snow in
higher reaches from
April 18-20, with iso-
lated areas potentially
experiencing heavy rain
accompanied by thunder
and gusty winds.

Travelers, tourists, and
transporters are advised
to plan accordingly and
follow administrative and
traffic advisories. Farm-
ers are recommended
to continue farm opera-
tions until April 17.

Moderate snowfall
is expected in higher
reaches during this
period. The weather is
expected to remain dry
from April 22-25 before
turning cloudy again on
April 26-27.

Two critically

Police.

While evading arrest
for more than two
decades, he remarried
and fathered four chil-
dren.

Anil Kumar Tiwari
(58), a native of Sidhi in
Madhya Pradesh, had

week parole in 2005 by
the Delhi High Court, but
he jumped parole and
absconded. After evad-
ing arrest for more than
two decades, the Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch
finally nabbed him from
his native village on April

“In November 2005,
Tiwari was granted
an interim suspension
of sentence for two
weeks, during which he
absconded. The Crime
Branch formed a special
team to trace

mTurntopage 9

Punjab-born surgeon, 3 family
members killed in US plane crash

NEW YORK, Apr 14
(Agencies): A Punjab-
born surgeon, her two
children and their part-
ners were killed along
with her husband, who
piloted a small plane
that crashed in New York
state.

Joy Saini’s family con-
firmed their deaths in a
statement to the media
on Sunday

National Transporta-
tion Safety Board inves-
tigator Albert Nixon said
on Sunday that the crash
happened on Saturday
while their Mitsubishi
MU2B aircraft was trying
to land at the Columbia

City.

Speaking at a news
conference in Albany, he
said that the pilot missed
the approach for land-
ing and asked to make
another try, but the air
traffic controller noticed

tude and unsuccessful-
ly tried to alert the pilot.

The plane, which had
taken off from West-
chester Airport in a New
York City suburb, went
down about ten miles

o« o . ; ; ! - from the airport near the
County Airport, about

1njt}red ll'.l I'Oﬁd 200 krm from New York it was flying at a low alti =Turnto page 9

accident in

Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Apr 14
(Agencies) : Two per-
sons Critically Injured
today in Road accident
in Srinagar.

In a swift and timely
response, the Dial 112
police team brought two
critically injured individ-
uals to SMHS Hospital
following a serious road
traffic accident earlier
today.

mTurnto page 9

One dead, nine others injured as
Tata Mobile turns turtle in Ramban

RAMBAN, Apr 14
(Agencies): At least one
person died on the spot
and nine others were
injured as Tata Mobile
collided with bridge
in the Banihal area
of Ramban district on
Monday.

As per an official, “the

accident occurred at
around 4 am last night
when a Tata Mobile, car-
rying eleven passengers
of two Bakarwal families
of Tehsil Teryath, was on
way from Rajouri to Sri-
nagar met an accident
near railway bridge at
Banihal.”

The official added that
after providing first Aid at
SDH Banihal all injured
were referred to GMC
Anantnag for further
treatment.

Police have taken note
of the incident and are
investigating.
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, April 14, 2025

TENTH DAY KRIYA

TENTH DAY KRIMA of our balowved Pap::l

Ji. Sh. Som Hath Pandita Sfo Lt Sh.
Shanker Math Pandita erstwhile resident o
Bidder Hangalgund, Kashmir presently at]
H. Ma. 03 Lane Mo. 01, Anand Magar Bohri
Jammu, will be held an 15th April, 2025, at
Muthi Ghat, Mear Directorate of School
Education, Jammu at &:30 a.m.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smit. Lakshmi Shori Pandita -Wile

=h. Pushkar Math Pandita -Brother
Sisters & Brothers-in-law

Zmi Dwlari Pandita Wo LL Sh. BN . Pandit.
Zmt Shamta Ji & Sh. Chunl Lal Bazaz

Sh. Radha Krishen Bhan Hio Lt. Smt Phoola Ji
Daughters & Sons-in-law

Rajni Kaul & Sh. Hira Lal Kaul - 88108 97453
Dolly Raina & Sh. Bal Krishen Raina - 990680 86105
Sons & Daughters-in-law

Ramesh Pandita & Promila Kaul Pandita -8419189513
Sunil Pandita & Girja Dhar Pandita - 9419187523

TENTH DAY KRIYA

We deeply moum e passing of ow molhar
Kammmyogdi Shanms Pandia, beloved wia of the s
Sh. Om Prakash Pandita, cnginally from Gurd Gushi,
Kignwarra, Bashmic, on Sthapeil 2025

TENTH DAY KRiYA wil be obsened on 1840 Apal
2025, at Chata Hardwar, Murad Magar,

A Condolenca Assemiby will ba held separately at our
msicence; B-51T, Gresn Fiekl, Secor 41, Fandabad,
al 1200 PM,

GRIEF STRECKEN:

Jyatena & Mawndl Pandita (DL & Son)

BE2ER% 5E06 BE 2ERIAEIE

Saroyinl and Vinod Bhat (Daughiar & SIL)

Sumita & Tej Kreshan Pandia (Daughter & SiL)
Kisum & Sandeep Pandila (DIL & Son)

Jyoti & Ashok Sahib {Daugler & SIL)

Mesnu & Despak Tioo (Daugter & SIL)

Kamakshi & Abhighek Tathoo (Daugier & SIL)

Prana & Bans Lal Pandita {SIL & BIL)

Saria & Bihan Lal Pardia (SIL & BIL)

Pinki & Rajndar Pandia (SIL & BIL)

Chura Koul (SIL)

3 K Rana {BIL)

Tosha & Avtar Bhat (SIL & BIL]

Wiay & K K Brat (SIL & BIL)

Grand Children; Linashi & Sahil B, Cheina, &nshid, Anran. Jya, Lisarsh & Civisha

10TH DAY & KRIYA

Wilth profound grief & somow, we regret o inform
the sad demisa of our baloved Col Kukdip Singh
(Retd) Sie Lala ol Puran Siagh Samyal Ria
House Mo. 161 Sector-G, Seink Colomy, Jamamu.
Tenth Day will be pedormed on 13 Apr 25
(Sunday) al 08 AM al thair residance.

13th Day will be performed on 16 Apr 25
(Wednesday) al 12,30 PM

Rasam Pagr Wil be parformed on 16 Apr 25
(Wednesday) at 04,30 PM al their reskdence,
Grief Stricken

Smil Sunita Ram [Wifa)

(Son & Daughter in law)

Cod Riahul Dev Singh & Smt Ramni Anthal

Daug hters & Sons in law

Sml Meena Salara & Col Sanjay Salana

Sml Reena Rathore & Col Omessh Ralhore
Brothers & Bhabis

Sh Kulkdr Simgh Sarmyal & Smil Mishi Samyal

Smi Pawan Samyal Wo Laie Prof. Farsholam Singh Samyal
Smil Manorma Samys Wio Lats Maj Randhic Singh Samyal
Master Yaduraj Singh (Grand Son)

Grand Childmn

\ikrant, Rohan, Cluancdani, Viras

SH. SOM NATH
PANDITA

KARAMYOGI SHAMA
PAMDITA

Col Kuldip Singh [Retd)

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAAS

BHOG AMD ANTIM ARDAAS FOR QUR REVERED
S SUCHWANT SINGH JIRTD. HRECTOR AGRI
CHEF SPOKESMAN MIR-T, WHO HaD LEFT FOR
HIE HEAVERLY ABDDE ON TTH APRIL, 2025 |5 AS
UMDER:

ABFAMEBH SRIAKHAND PATH SAHEB AT 10,30 A8 04
14,04 2035 AT REIDENCE BEN 1, MANAK NAGAR
BHOG SRIAKHAND PATH SAHIB AT 1030 AM &
KIRTAN ARDAAS AT 1130 Al ON WEDNESD®EY
{196 O RS |,

AMTIM ARDAAS AT GURUDWWARS, SHI SINGH
SARHA NANAK NAGAR, JAMMU FROM 4 PM TO
5.30 PW OM 16.04.2025,

N GRIEF:

S0ONS AND DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW :

PP SINGH AND SUPNDER KAUR,

BALWINDER SihGH AND GAGAN DEEF KALIR,
DAUGHTERS & SOM5-IN-LAW

HARPREET KOUR & BHUPINDER SINGH ISHER,
SUMANFREET ROUR & AMRITRAL JNGH .
GRAND-CHILDREM

SISTERS AND BROTHERS 4N LW,

NEPHEWS AND THE IR WIVES .
BROTHERS-N-LAW -

SUN BALNT KAUR W0 LL 5 MIPINDER SINGH ADA
E CHARABAT SINGH EMALEA EX MLC BIF

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With prafound grief and sormow, we regret 1o
inform the sad demise of our beloved
mother Smt Koushalaya Koul Wio Late Sh.
Vasdev Koul Rio Vessu, Ananinag, AJp Hno
17/B Lana Mo 2 Vasukl Vikhar Lower Barna
behind Army gris Nether Kothian on 0904-F
2025 (Weadnesday).

Tenth Day Kriva will be performed on
18-04 -2025 (Friday) at Muthi Ghat at (:8:30 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

SmbL Uma YW'o LL Lassa Koul - SISTER IN LAW
SONS & DAUGHTERS IN LAW:

Sh, Mahars Kishan Kou

Sml Bimla Kowl & Sh, Roshan Lal Koul

Smb Nemala Koul & 5h. Ramesh Kumar Koul

Bml Sunita Kowl & Sh, MNana b Kol
JOAUGHTERS & SONS IN LAW:

SmL Jeals Bhat Wo Lale Sh. Makhan La| Bhat
SmL Shanta Koul & Sh, Pran Math Kou

EmL Sarla Dhar & Sh, Bhushan Lal Dhar
GRAHNDSONS & GRAMDDALGHTERS

Ph: 8622217837, 341987380, 2419874340, 9103839991

S.SUCHWANT SINGH JI
RTO. DIRECTOR AGRI, CHIEF
SPOKESMAN MJE-AT

Smt Koushalaya Koul

10TH DAY KRIYA

With prolound gael and Sofrow, we infofm the Sad
damise of our beloved Sh, Goverdhan Lal Shali S'o
|LL. Sh NandLal Shal crignal resident of Karan Nagar
Gmnagar Kashmir AP HNo. 21, Shiv Templa Lane
Buta Magar Enclave Paloura Jarmimy on GhApal 2025,
Thie TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be heid on 15t gl
2025 Tuesday & Muthi Ghat near Diredor of School
Educaton Office a 9 AM,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Asha Shal - Wife

1I:Iaupma-rvin-tm

Bsha Shal Wio LI Surnder Shall

Zitin Shall - Grand Daughtar

Rakshit Shall - Grand Son

| Baeply Remembered by:

Shak's, Wangu's, Munshi's, Jalali's

|ll|:|h: 9682518101, 8291076653, TREIG2624T

SH. GOVERDHAN LAL
SHALI

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we
regret to inform that our beloved
mother Smt Shama Pandita Wio
Late Sh.Soom MNath Pandit erstwhile
resident of Kharwara Shopian and
presenlly residing al H.No 37/A |
Lane Mo 11, Gurha Keran Bamai
Bantlab Jammu passed away peaca- B
fully to merge with eternity on 6th e A
a )

April 2025.
Tenth Day Kriya will be held at Muthi
Ghat near Directorate of School
Education on Tuesday 15-04-2025 at
9:30 A,

GRIEF STRICKEMN:-

Samast Pandit Pariwar of Kharwara, Kandhari's, Bhat's,
Tickoo's, Dhar's, Kichloo's, Raina's, Hangloo's.

Mobile Mo: BODO5736119, 9622215389, TBB9G26173,
98T3B3TOT0, TEBB9588023

SMT SHAMA
PANDITA

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and somow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh Vishwa Mitter Sharma S/o LT. Sh
Devi Saran Sharma R/o ward no:-67
near ram mandir Muthi
10th Day will be performed on 16th April
Wednesday at our residence(Muthi).
GRIEF STRICKEN :

SHARMA FAMILY

Mob. 9149956122, T051098377

Sh Vishwa Mitler
Sharma

10th Day / 13t

Wilh priofousd griel and Soffow, we fegrel 1o infodm the cad
demiza of our beloved Sh. Krizhan Singh Ral B Sh Modl]

Smt. Mesna Davi - Wike

Bhabi and Brothes
Smi. Indira Rl and Sh. Biznan Sngh Rai #

Daughtor & laws and Sons. ;
Smi. Kavila Dew and Sh. Marnder Singh Ral Sh. Krishan Singh
Smi, Asha Humad and Sk, Jogindar Singh Rai KAS Rai

Smi. Mara| Singh and S, Aditys Dev Singh Ral
GRAMD CHILDREN: Saloni, Yogesh, Aviml, Rajagh, Parth, Bhakt
Mobile: 9415175453

10TH DAY KRIYA

Wish profound gried & sorrow, we negrel o nfomn the sad ?
temise of Smt Madhu Bhat Wic Pathv Nath Bhat ociginally [ S955SS
resident of viage Gugloosa Tehsil Trehgam Kupwars ol pre s- S
aril TRT o, 3 Bisck-E Purkhoo Camg Domana Jameme who -0
Bl i for heavendy abodé on 07042025 May Lord Gmn
pance i he divine soul,
10th Day Kriya will ba performed a1 Uuthi Ghal on 950 125
2025 and Assambly shall be heid &l Muthi Ghal a 8.00 AM,
Griol Strickan

Sh Privi Math Bhat -Husband

Sigter & Brother-in-law

Sh Poshkar Math Brat & Smi Rupsashri Bhat

o Al
F : g1 -
* Do 3 R T
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Obituary and 10th 'Da! Kriya

Wilh deep grief and sormow, we regred Lo inform the
sad and untimely dembe of ow belbwved SHRI
PURAN NATH PANDITA, Rid. Manager, United
India Insurance, Sio Lale Shri Sorn Nath Pandila,
Rio Harthama, Hupwara, presenfly mesiding al
HMNo. 6, Lane Mo, 5 Saraswal Vihar, Bobri,
Jammiu, whe lel for heavenly abode on 104 April
20285,

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at Muthi Ghal
an 19N Apeil (Saturday ) al 9:00 AK,

Griaf Stricken

Mother - Smi. Dular Pandiia

Wife - Smi Meena Ji Pandiia

Daughter and San-in-law

Smt. Manve Puran Pandila & Dhiyara Manve Puran

Sml. Mehak Puran Pandita & Shrl Rohin Pandita

Brother & Bhabhi

Smt. Kamiesh & Shr Ravinder Pandila

Sisters & Jija Ji

Sml. Daizy & She Sri Krishan Raina

Smi. Sanjay & Shei Salish Thusoo

Smit, Asha & Shi Vinod Dhar

Sml. Kiran & Shri Suresh Pandita

Contact Numbers: 3682353047, 9877939543, BAS409E900

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and somow, we regret
fo inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Marda Devi\WVio Sh. Jai Singh Rio Upper
Bamal, Amnt Vihar Jammu,

10th Day wil be performed on 15-04-2025
(Tuesday) al 10.30 am al our residence| .
(Lipper Barnai).

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Jai Singh - Husband

Smi. Taro Devi - Mother-in-law

EBrothers & Bhabhis

Sh. Balwan Singh & Smt Shashi Devi

3h. Vikram Singh & SmiL Suman Devi
Sh. Parshotam Singh & Sml. Seema Devi
Sh. Ravinder Singh & SmL. Shilpa Devi
Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sh. Someshwar Pafap Singh & Smt. Cheanu Devi
Sh. Jagdev Singh & Meenu Devi

Mao: 9419105802, 9149926424, 6006598158

SHRI PURAN NATH
PANDITA

Smt. Narda Devi

TENTH DAY KRIYA

‘With profound grief and sormow, we megret o
inform that owr beloved mother Smit Shama
Pandita Wio Late Sh. Socom Math Pandit
erstwhile resident of Kharwara Shopian and
presently residing at H.Mo 37/A. Lane Mo. 11,
Gurha Keran Bamal Banialab Jammu passed
away paacafully o menrge with atamity on Gth
Apri| 2025,

Tenth Day Kriya will be held at Muthi Ghat

4

J"-—‘--I .
i) 4
near Directorate of School Education on -—
Smt Shama Pandita

Tuesday 15-04-2025 at 9:30 AWM.

Grief Stricken:

{Son's & Daughter <in-law"s)

Mr. Mahraj Krishan Pandit & Ms. Rozy Raina
Mr. Sanjay Kumar Pandit & Ms. Seni Koul

Mr. Suneel Kumar Pandi & Ms. Nishu Koul
(Daughters & Son's-in-law's)

Ms. Babli Kumari Raina & Mr. Shadi Lal Raina
Ms. Jalli Kumari Raina & Mr. Bansi Lal Raina
Contact: 9622215389

village, Magam_ Dist. Baramullah on 10th Apri,

2025 at Moida.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be ohserved on the 15th

April 2025 at Chota Haridwar, Murad Nagar. f .

A Condolence Assembly wil be held separately atls S
{

our residence: G-1601, Hawelia Valencia Homes, (8

Sector 1, Greater Noida, Lktar Pradesh at 1 pM, Bl SERCREN S :
Kaushalya Wati Razdan

GRIEF STRICKEN
CONTACT
RSy NO:841920751
Raina Family ; 4
Koul Family 9914884605,
9611108935

Misri Family

10TH DAY

With profound grief and somow we regrel Lo inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Om Parkash
Raina 5l Lale Sh. Badri Nath Raina who laft for
heavenly abode on 6th April at 4 PM Resident of
House No 226 Wend Mo 5 Jawaher Magar,
Udhampur,

Kashmir Address - Bonpura, Akingam (Ananinag)
10th Day wil be held at Devika Ghat, (Udhampur)
on 15th April- 25 (Tuesday) 9:00 AM

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Fita Faina (Wile)

Abhingv Raina and Ruehl [Son and D--L)

Akesh Raina (Son)

All family Members of Raina, Bhat, Pandita, Kotwal and Bazaz
Ph M. - 7889380793, 7740074799, WTTEEH42

Sh. Om Parkash Raina

NTH [ STV A

regret to Inform the Shd denmise

Smit. Somwati khah 'W'o Law
am Lal Khah originally resident off

anakadal Siinaja’ Kahanin on

B-03- 2025 (Sunday) at present ™

address JO7-A /1, Wipin Garden, 5:"‘."-'_

ow Deihi. "

NTH DAY KRIYA w»ill be i

performed At Badll Rosd, Sector-1 6,

shuni, New Deli-42 on 15th of Smit Somwall khah

il 2025 (Tucsday) st 10 AML

STRICHEN

FAMILY

FAMILY

D FAMILY

0 FAMILY

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sormow, we ragret (o inform the
sad and untimely demise of our beiowed Smi. JEETO
DEW! Wio Late Sh. Satya Paul Galgolra resdent of 48-
[, Bharal Magar, Lare No. 2, Bantalab, Jameru

The TENTH DAY wil ba performed on 154-2025
[Tusaday} al 1200 Moon &l SANT GORA JI=
MAHARAJ TEMPLE, Communiy Hal, Bus Sland[Bs 0
{Mear Amnisan Kulcha Hut), ﬂ{‘-
GRIEF STRICKEN b
SONS & DAUGHTER4N-LAW \
Pawan Gelgotra

[r. Mohan Gakyotra & Jyob: Bala
Sohan Galgotra & Misha Devi
DAUGHTER & SON- N:LAW
Aneeta Galgoira & Avtar Krishan
Rila Salolra & Rav Kumar Salolra
5869 TOB01, 9TI6ET 1100, TOOGSTT 355, 9662110636, B0OS420TT

3

;*

SMT. JEETO DEVI

Smit Santosha Bhat Wee LL Sh Krishen Lal Bhat -Bhabhl
Smi Birmla Bnal We L1, Sh Pram Kath B rat -Bhabhi
2ml& 5h Ramash Bha! -Son-in-law & Daughier

hiish Bhat -Ben

il Bha! «<Daughier

All Hoars & Doars

Mob. No. 9797 534028, 9TI7439440

Smt au Bhat
Wio Prithvi Nath Bhat

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-

fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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BLSKS celebrates Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Jayanti with cultural fervour

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: In a
vibrant celebration of
tradition, equality, and
the spirit of the Con-
stitution, Bhartiya Lok
Sangeet Kala Sansthan
(BLSKS) marked the
135th birth anniversary
of Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar with great enthusi-
asm at Durga Bhawan,
Janipur, Jammu. The
occasion featured the

487th regular musical
play series, “Babasa-
heb Ambedkar,” staged
in collaboration with
the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India,
and Sangam Tru Art
Production.

The function com-
menced with the cer-
emonial lighting of the
traditional lamp by Chief
Guest J.K. Raina, noted
Producer-Director.
He was joined by Sh.

V.K. Magotra, Former
Regional Director, Direc-
torate of Field Publicity;
Dr. Anju Dogra from the
J&K Health Department;
and Mr. Mukesh Singh,
media personality, as
Guests of Honour.

The program opened
with stirring musical trib-
utes, including songs
like “Dr. Ambedkar Bhim
Rao Ambedkar,” “Hum
Sab Hai Ek Saman,”
and “Din Dukhiyon

Ke Palanhare Baba
Saheb,” which beauti-
fully encapsulated the
values of equality and
justice championed by
Ambedkar.

In his address, the
Chief Guest shed light
on Dr. Ambedkar’s life—
from his birth in 1891 in
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh,
to his relentless struggle
against caste discrimi-
nation and his legacy as
the principal architect of
the Indian Constitution.
His vision brought hope,
rights, and representa-
tion to millions from mar-
ginalized communities.

Chairman Dr. M.L.
Dogra, who also wrote,
directed, and produced
the play, emphasized
BLSKS'’s mission to pro-
mote traditional folk arts
and raise awareness
on social issues. “The-
atre remains a powerful
medium to inspire minds
and stir souls,” he said.
The music, composed
by Raju Bajgal, echoed

the spirit of Babasaheb’s
ideals and reached
wider audiences through
social media uploads.

M.C. Kotwal, General
Secretary of BLSKS,
highlighted Ambedkar’s
contributions not only as
a political leader but also
as a historian, teacher,
editor, and reformer
who uplifted genera-
tions. Performers like
Usha Raina, Zulekha
Bano, Raju Bajgal, K.K.
Joshi, and many others,
including students from
the BLSKS Music and
Computer Institute,
delivered enthralling
performances.

The celebration con-
cluded with a vote
of thanks by Master
Deepak Kumar.

The program also
marked the culmination
of the Baksahi Festi-
val, ending on a note
of unity, remembrance,
and reverence for Dr.
Ambedkar’s timeless
legacy.

No more plastic bottles in AIIMS Jammu— a
green initiative towards plastic-free campus

levels.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: The All-India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Vijaypur, Jammu has
taken a significant step towards
environmental sustainability by
imposing a complete ban on
the use of plastic water bottles
across its campus. This initia-
tive is a part of the Institute’s
ongoing efforts to promote eco-
friendly practices and move
towards becoming a plastic-free
campus.

This bold move has com-
menced under the visionary
leadership of Prof (Dr) Shakti
Kumar Gupta, Executive
Director & CEO, as part of the
Swachhta Pakhwada celebra-
tions. The decision is in align-
ment with key national initiatives
of Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi. The Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan and Mission LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) advocates
for conscious consumption,
environmental awareness and
sustainable lifestyle choices at
both individual and institutional

The initiative also resonates
with the vision of Hon’ble Union
Minister of Health & Family Wel-
fare, Jagat Prakash Nadda, who
has consistently emphasized
the integration of sustainability
into healthcare governance. He
strongly believes that “health-
care institutions must lead by
example in promoting green
practices, waste reduction and
environmental awareness as
part of a holistic approach to
public health.”

AIIMS Jammu'’s initiative to
eliminate plastic water bottles
is a reflection of this broader
policy vision.

Prof (Dr) Shakti Kumar Gupta
said, “As healthcare profession-
als, we have a responsibility not
only towards human health but
also towards the health of our
environment. This initiative is to
foster a culture of sustainability
within healthcare institutions.”

Dr Gupta added that Col.
Sanjay Garg, Deputy Direc-
tor (Administration) AIIMS
Jammu,will play a pivotal role in

the implementation of this initia-
tive across the Institute.

His meticulous planning,
supervision and coordination
with various Departments will
have a edge in ensuring timely
execution and adoption of the
initiative across all verticals.
From logistics and procurement
to sensitization drives among
staff, his administrative leader-
ship will build a cohesive move-
ment towards sustainability.

The use of plastic water bottles
has been prohibited across all
areas of the campus, including
all official meetings, conferenc-
es, workshops, CMEs, seminars
and institutional events.

This also includes all external
visits, collaborations and pro-
grams conducted within the
premises.To support this tran-
sition, AIIMS Jammu has intro-
duced a variety of sustainable
alternatives.

Glass bottles will be used for
official guests, while reusable
steel and copper bottles are
being encouraged for daily use
by faculty, staff, and students.

Water dispensers fitted with
biodegradable cups will be
installed in all meeting and
common areas. In outdoor or
traditional settings, the use of
clay or earthen pots (matkas)
will be promoted, combining
environmental sensitivity with
cultural heritage.

“This is not just an adminis-
trative measure—it is a call
to action,” Dr. Gupta added.
“It reflects our commitment to
lead by example and create a
model of sustainable healthcare
administration.”With this major
step, AIIMS Jammu emerges
asa responsible and environ-
mentally conscious Institute.
The initiative reinforces the
Institute’s broader mission—
not only to deliver excellence
in patient care, education and
research—but also to execute
environment sustainable prac-
tices in the healthcare sector.

AlIMS Jammu proudly joins
the national movement towards
a Swasth, Swachh, and Harit
Bharat—a Healthier, Cleaner
and Greener India.

YCET organizes 3—days Educational
Tour to Dalhousie-McLeod Ganj
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Dogra Degree College NSS Unit marks
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary
with documentary screening

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Sunil
Dimple, President of
Mission Statehood
Jammu and Kashmir,
paid rich floral tributes
to Bharat Ratna Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar on his 137th
birth anniversary.

In a vibrant show of
reverence and resolve,
Dimple also cut a sym-
bolic birthday cake and
led a grand Ambed-
kar Rally from Janipur
through various parts of
Jammu city, carrying the
spirit of the Constitution
in every stride.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dimple passionately
recalled the monumen-
tal role of Babasaheb
Ambedkar in crafting
the Indian Constitution,
highlighting how Article
370 — which granted
special status to Jammu
and Kashmir — was a
reflection of Ambedkar’s
vision of federal unity
and cultural diversity.

“Dr. Ambedkar gave
us the soul of equality,”
Dimple said.

“He carved into the
Constitution the rights of

all—regardless of caste,
creed, or religion. It is
his vision that binds this
nation in a constitutional
embrace.”

However, his words
soon turned into a
fierce call for justice. He
warned of intensifying
the agitation for the res-
toration of Jammu and
Kashmir’s statehood,
and demanded the
return of the Dogra iden-
tity and special status
that he believes was
unjustly taken away.

Dimple strongly criti-
cized the abrogation of
Article 370 on August
5, 2019, accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of violating the
historical Instrument of
Accession, signed by
Maharaja Hari Singh.
“This betrayal shattered
the constitutional bridge
built by Ambedkar him-
self,” he declared.

Accusing the BJP of
sowing seeds of divi-
sion, Dimple alleged
that the ruling govern-
ment is fragmenting the
nation on lines of caste
and religion—pitting

- Dimple pays tribute to
 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
and others against one
another, defying the
very principles of unity
enshrined in the Consti-
tution.

He outrightly rejected
the Waqf Bill, calling it
unconstitutional and
divisive, alleging that it
was passed by the BJP
to stir communal discord
and dismantle the secu-
lar fabric of India.

“The Prime Minister
and the Home Minister
remain silent—unmoved
by the cries for justice
from Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Dimple said. “But
we will not be silent. We
will rise, organize, and
reclaim what is rightfully
ours.”

The rally witnessed the
presence and support
of several senior lead-
ers including Joginder
Rao, Shabier Khan,
Haneef Chowdrey,
Yash Kundal, Mohinder
Kumar, Sudesh Kumair,
S. Kungri Singh, S.
Sunny Singh, and many
others—each echoing
the call for justice, iden-
tity, and restoration.

BJP IT Department felicitates Advocate
Sheikh Salman on appointment as
District President Srinagar

documentary show- Top News Report On his visit to the party headquarters
in Jammu, Advocate Sheikh Salman

Top News Report

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: The
Yogananda College of
Engineering and Tech-
nology (YCET), Jammu
organized an Education-
al Tour to “Dalhousie-
McLeod Ganj-HP.” for
the students of 6th& 4th
Semesters Civil Engi-
neering and Computer
Science & Engineering.

The prime aim and
objective of the visit
was to give Exposure
to students and fac-
ulty. These Educational
tours are a vital part of
a well-rounded educa-
tion, offering students
opportunities to learn
beyond the confines of a
classroom. They provide
a rich tapestry of expe-
riences that enhance
academic knowledge,
foster personal growth,
and prepare students for

the complexities of the
modern world.

By investing in educa-
tional tours, the benefits
of educational tours for
students help them to
develop a lifelong love
for learning and explo-
ration.

The visit was very
refreshing & joyful. The
students visited Dal-
housie’s -Mall road, St.
Francis Church, Indo
Tibetan Market and
Bhuri Singh Museum
while at McLeodGan;,
Dharamshala they wit-
nessed Kala Chakra
Temple, Dalai lama
Temple, Bhagsu Nag
Temple, Cricket stadi-
um, St.John’s Church.
Tour offered an authen-
tic, educational, and
interactive travel expe-
rience.

Thus, helped students
to connect with a desti-

nation on a deeper level,
immerse yourself in its
culture and history, and
explore the nooks and
crannies that make each
place unique.

The Chairman (JGEI)
Er. Vidhi Singh Jamwal,
Vice-Chairman (JGEI)
Th. Shiv Dev Singh
Jamwal, MD (JGEI)
Er. Renu Bangroo, Er.
Dinesh Gupta, Dean
(Academics), Er. B.R
Verma (Chief- Coordina-
tor) appreciated the ini-
tiative taken by college
to organize this tour.

The students were
accompanied by Er.
Rajnish Magotra, HOD,
Deptt. of Civil Engineer-
ing, Er. Shivam sharma,
(Assistant Professor),
Deptt. of Civil Engineer-
ing & Er. Anikait Gupta
(Assistant Professor)
Deptt. of Civil Engineer-

ing.

JAMMU, Apr 14: To
commemorate the
134th birth anniversary
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
the NSS Unit of Dogra
Degree College orga-
nized a moving and
educational documen-
tary screening that cel-
ebrated his life, vision,
and lasting impact on
Indian society.

The eventbegan with a
warm welcome address
by Heenam Bhagat,
Assistant Professor in
the Department of His-
tory, who reflected on
Dr. Ambedkar’s extraor-
dinary contributions to
social justice, educa-
tion, and equality. She
emphasized the

importance of remem-
bering his legacy in
today’s times.

Held under the over-
all guidance of Dr. Bela
Thakur, Principal of
Dogra Degree College,
the event saw active
support from Simran
Thakur, NSS Pro-
gramme Officer. The

cased the life journey
of Dr. Ambedkar—from
his early challenges to
his transformative role
in drafting the Indian
Constitution.

Faculty members from
various departments
graced the occasion,
including Balwant Singh
Parihar, Head of the
Department of B.A., and
Rakesh Mohan Koul,
Head of the Department
of BBA & B.Com. Their
presence added to the
academic significance
of the event.

The program was well-
coordinated by Shivangi
Dhrora, an active NSS
member, who also deliv-
ered the vote of thanks,
expressing gratitude to
all the dignitaries, fac-
ulty, and students who
made the event mean-
ingful.

Through this initia-
tive, the NSS Unit not
only paid tribute to a
national icon but also
inspired students to
carry forward his ideals
of equality, dignity, and
justice for all.

JAMMU, Apr 14: The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) IT Department, Jammu &
Kashmir, under the leadership of its
State Head Advocate Ishant Gupta,
today felicitated Advocate Sheikh
Salman from Kashmir for his out-
standing contributions and dedication
towards the party’s digital initiatives.

Advocate Sheikh Salman, who has
been serving diligently as the State
Co-Incharge of the BJP IT Department,
J&K, has now been entrusted with a sig-
nificant new responsibility by the party.

In recognition of his hard work and
unwavering commitment, he has been
appointed as the District President of
BJP, Srinagar - a vital role aimed at
strengthening the party’s grassroots
presence in the Kashmir region.

was warmly congratulated by Advo-
cate Ishant Gupta, along with Advo-
cate Karan Sat Sharma (State IT Co-
Incharge), Gaurav Balgotra (State IT
Co-Incharge), and Danish Mishra (State
Vice President, BJYM).

The team appreciated his efforts and
encouraged him to continue working
with the same zeal and spirit.

Speaking on the occasion, Advocate
Ishant Gupta expressed confidence in
Sheikh Salman’s leadership and vision.

“I am hopeful that under his leader-
ship, the party will reach new heights
in Srinagar. His dedication and commit-
ment will undoubtedly help strengthen
the BJP at the grassroots level and fur-
ther expand our presence in the Kash-
mir region,” he said.

Free Eye Screening Camp concludes in Sunderbani

Top News Report

SUNDERBANI, Apr
14: A beacon of hope
shone bright in Sun-
derbani as a Free Eye
Screening and Cataract
Surgery OPD Camp
under the Ayushmaan
Bharat initiative con-
cluded successfully
at Ambika Diagnostic
Centre.

The community
responded with heartfelt
gratitude as nearly 150
patients were screened,
receiving much-needed
care and consultation
free of cost.

The camp was orga-
nized through a noble
collaboration between
Ambika Eye Care
Clinic (Eye Hospital)
and Ambika Diagnostic
Centre, with services

anchored by renowned
eye specialist Dr. Khalid
Ahmed Sheikh (MBBS,
D.0.M.S) — Ex-Consul-
tant at the prestigious
Dr. K.D. Eye Hospital,
Jammu.

From free eye check-
ups and consultations to
blood sugar testing, the
camp provided a holis-
tic healthcare touchpoint
for underserved sec-
tions of society.
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EDITORIAL

SILENT CRIES

n the quiet corners of homes, behind
Ithe glowing screens of mobile phones,
and beneath the loud laughter in school
corridors, there exists a silence too heavy to
ignore. Youth suicide is not merely a number
or statistic—it is a heartbreaking reality
unraveling in shadows. Each instance rep-
resents a story interrupted, a dream broken,
and a voice that was never truly heard.

The youth, often celebrated as the vibrant
architects of tomorrow, are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to navigate the emotional storms
of today. The age of adolescence, a beauti-
ful blend of curiosity, chaos, and becoming,
has slowly transformed into a battlefield of
unseen emotional struggles. Depression, anx-
iety, social alienation, and identity crises have
become deeply embedded in the experiences
of the young. According to the World Health
Organization, suicide is now the fourth lead-
ing cause of death among individuals aged
15-29—a grim statistic that underscores the
urgency of the issue.

One cannot pinpoint a single cause behind
this silent epidemic, for it is a result of com-
plex and layered realities. The rise of digi-
tal platforms has amplified peer pressure
and created illusions of perfection, leading
many youth to feel inadequate. Social media,
while connecting the world, has also alien-
ated many by fostering unhealthy compari-
sons, online bullying, and a distorted sense
of self-worth. The burden of academic per-
formance and societal expectations further
crushes their ability to breathe freely. The
constant fear of failure, of not being good
enough, of not fitting in, slowly chips away
at their mental well-being.

What makes the situation even more dis-
tressing is the cultural silence that surrounds
mental health, especially in many South Asian
societies. Emotional struggles are often dis-
missed as a phase, a sign of weakness, or
simply “attention-seeking.” Young people are
told to “stay strong” and “stop overthinking,”
leaving them feeling misunderstood and iso-
lated. The stigma around mental illness dis-
courages them from reaching out for help. As
a result, many choose silence over support,
burying their pain under smiles.

Yet, there is hope. Suicide is preventable.
The change must begin with awareness
and compassion. We must break the stigma
around mental health and begin having open
conversations. Schools should include emo-
tional education alongside academics, and
teachers must be trained to recognize early
warning signs such as withdrawal, mood
swings, and expressions of hopelessness.
Parents too must cultivate environments of
trust—where children are not afraid to speak
up, cry, or falter.

Accessible and affordable mental health ser-
vices must be prioritized. Every school and
college should have a counselor, and com-
munities should run awareness campaigns
that educate and empower. Social media plat-
forms, too, can play a vital role by actively
identifying and supporting users in distress.
Strong anti-bullying policies, digital detox
movements, and peer support networks can
act as shields against the pressures youth
face today.

Families, most importantly, must listen—
not to respond, not to lecture, but to truly
hear. The power of an empathetic conversa-
tion, a gentle hug, or a quiet presence can be
life-saving. Ask twice when someone says
they’re fine. Be the sanctuary where emotions
can be expressed without fear of judgment.
Let love be louder than silence.

Every suicide leaves behind a trail of what-
ifs. What if someone had noticed the signs?
What if they had someone to talk to? What
if their pain had been met with understand-
ing instead of denial? Suicide is not about
wanting to die—it is about not wanting to
live in unbearable pain. But when that pain is
acknowledged and supported, the darkness
can give way to dawn.

Let us, as a society, pledge to become more
aware, more kind, and more proactive. Let
us raise a generation that knows it is okay
to not be okay, that asking for help is brave,
and that healing is possible. Our youth are
not broken—they are simply unheard. And
now, more than ever,; they need us to listen, to
believe, and to walk with them into the light.

In the echo of every lost life is a message—
a plea for change. Let’s not wait for another
obituary to light a candle. Let us be the candle.
Let us be the voice that whispers, you matter,
you are loved, you are not alone.

Policy induced uncertainty and the trust is simply gone

By: Sanjaya Baru

ne of US President Don-
Oald’s Trump’s favourite
phrases is “I know all
about it”. The social media is full
of the number of things that Mr
Trump knows all about. Clearly,
he was not aware that the bond
market could pull the red carpet
from under his feet. When some
Japanese began selling American
bonds, the alarm bells went on
in Washington and the man who
said world leaders had queued up
to oblige him and “kiss his ass”,
suddenly retreated. Mr Trump’s
tariff tantrum began with a bang
and ended with a whisper. It may
not have ended as yet, but the fizz
has gone out.

The world will no longer take
President Trump seriously, unless
of course he switches from trade to
territory, occupying the Panama
Canal and planting the American
flag on Greenland. Mr Trump’s
destructive potential is still very
high. After all, he is still the head
of the most powerful government
in the world. But with a head with
not much to show for it. Any trick-
ster can win an election. Running
a government and managing a
nation is an altogether different
ball game.

A 90-day pause to hike in tar-
iffs, with a 10 per cent across the
board increase on all trading part-
ners and a 145 per cent impost on
China, remains in place. While
this has brought some relief to
the markets, it is not a reprieve
from policy induced uncertainty.
The whimsical manner in which
President Trump has flip-flopped
on a key policy instrument has had
two consequences. It has created
policy induced uncertainty on the
economic front and broken trust
between the United States and its
allies and friends.

AKkey objective of the discipline of
economics is to reduce uncertainty
in the sphere of economic activity

of both firms and households. The
discipline has tried to address this
task based on two very different
premises and perspectives. Main-
stream economics, liberal and neo-
liberal, addresses the challenge of
uncertainty by developing theories
and theorems about the behav-
iour of economic agents and the
impact of economic instruments
on human behaviour. Homo eco-
nomicus is expected to respond,
ceteris paribus or “all other things
being equal”, in certain predictable
and rational manner to different
economic signals.

An alternative view has been that
the actions and reactions of a mul-
titude of individuals and firms are
unlikely to produce predictable
outcomes. To reduce uncertainty
in the flows of income, the supply
of goods, in savings and invest-
ment and so on it is best for the
government to step in, plan invest-
ment, assign prices and so on. A
socialist, planned and regulated
economy tries to reduce uncertain-
ty by increasing the role assigned
to the government in the econo-
my. Even in market-based, private
sector-dominated economies, a
government is expected to inter-
vene to reduce uncertainty. Yet,
every now and then government
intervention can have the con-
sequence not of reducing uncer-
tainty but of inducing uncertainty.
The demonetisation of currency
notes is one such intervention
that destabilises economic activ-
ity by inducing uncertainty both
for firms and households. Indians
are familiar with the destabilising
consequences of economic uncer-
tainty induced by the demonetisa-
tion decision of November 2018.
US President Donald Trump’s flip-
flops on tariffs is another example
of the head of government induc-
ing uncertainty with whimsical
decision-making. Political lead-
ers are elected to public office not
to cause greater distress to firms
and households but to create an

environment of stability and pre-
dictability. Granted that President
Trump wanted to disrupt rather
than stabilise. Disruption, how-
ever, is a one-way street, and a
journey without maps. An institu-
tional response in most democra-
cies to the likely disruptions that
can be caused by whimsical and
dictatorial governance has been
to create checks and balances and
due process in decision-making.
This would not only give an oppor-
tunity for different views to get
expressed, but also afford time to
all actors to consider and calcu-
late the likely impact of alternative
policies. That is why the Ameri-
can Constitution requires major
policy decisions to be vetted by
the United States Congress, and
the Indian Constitution has cre-
ated an upper and lower house of
Parliament. When authoritarian
heads of even a democratic gov-
ernment circumvent democratic
institutions, bypassing institu-
tional checks and balances, and
dramatically announce ill-consid-
ered policy decisions, they impose
a cost on the economy and on all
players, firms and households. In
theory free market, private enter-
prise economies are supposed to
have their own internal stabilisers
but when policy induced uncer-
tainty gets in the way, the markets
get perplexed. Yet, it is market
dynamics that finally forced Pres-
ident Trump’s hand. Perhaps it
is not just the bond market that
held Mr Trump’s hand. Consider
the protests in cities across the
United States. Even if Mr Trump
could dismiss them as Democrats
and their protests as a demonstra-
tion of Opposition frustration, as
often happens in India with ruling
political parties, even Republicans
began to have second thoughts. The
growing anger within the US Con-
gress and the summary manner in
which the Trump administration
officials were being upbraided in
congressional hearings did find

public resonance. Finally, there
was global public opinion and the
reaction of friends and allies to
consider. India of course decid-
ed that discretion was the better
part of valour. The Prime Min-
ister, the minister for commerce
and industries and the normally
communicative external affairs
minister chose to remain silent,
making hopeful references to the
early completion of an India-US
bilateral trade agreement (BTA).
Even as discussions on a BTA are
going on, the 10 per cent tariff hike
is now in place and on this much
has not been said as yet, except a
proforma statement by the com-
merce minister that India will not
accept any “deal at gunpoint” and
that it will adopt an “India First”
policy. Finally, the most important
political outcome of the Trump
Tariff Tantrum has been a sudden
and massive loss of global trust in
the present American leadership.
From neighbours Canada to dis-
tant partners Japan, from Euro-
pean allies to friends in Asia like
Singapore, and indeed India, most
countries are going to be very wary
of imposing any trust in the Trump
administration. The combination
of arrogance and incompetence,
that we often see in the Indian
political leadership across the
spectrum, has now come to define
the Trump administration. Who
would want to risk trusting such a
whimsical leadership?

(The writer is an
author, a former
newspaper editor and
adviser to Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh)

Smartphone, the era of Artificial Intelligence led to the growing trend of youth towards books

By: Vijay Garg

ooks give us wisdom as our

B guide, a friend, a guru and
pave the way for success

in every task. Books have been an
important source of knowledge for
centuries. More than a crore manu-
scripts connect India’s knowledge-
tradition with our golden period in
a very reinforce form. These man-
uscripts also provide important
information about mathematics,
science, astrology, ayurveda, astro-
nomical and architecture, not just
about our religion and cultures,
and also provide us with the right
information of knowledge-tradi-
tions, cultures, art and culture of
that time. Imagine, if Maharishi
Valmiki had not written the Rama-
yana and read it, Tulsidas had not
composed Sriramcharitmanas,
would we have known the Mary-
ada Purushottam Sriram. Could
there be about 331 versions ready
in different languages of Rama-
yana. Today books are available
in both printed and e-book forms.
Knowledge is also found through
various individuals’ blags, You-
Tube channels, and other internet
mediums, but printed books have
their own distinct significance.
There was a time when readers
were extremely in need of libraries,
but now libraries as well as readers
have more sources of knowledge,
but the importance of books was
in the past, also in the present and
will remain in the future, as there
is no substitute for books. Their
form can change, they can be in the

form of audio or ebook.

Information Scientist F. W.
Lanchester had made a prediction
in 1980 that by the end of the 20th
century completely we would be
paperless, but from then till now
the use of paper has increased, has
not decreased. These are true that
we are moving towards the digital
age with great speed, but the use
of printed books is still important
today. No matter what the subject
content is in the form of an ebook,
but even today most people like to
take out a print of it and read.

future telling the crowd

An idea that has sat down in
everyone’s brain that everything
is available on the internet has to
change us. It is true that there is a
lot of enlightening information on
the internet. Also there is a store
of false, unproven, biased and mis-
guided knowledge on the internet.
The greatest loss by the use of such
knowledge is that our education
and research can go in the wrong
direction. The World Book Fair
that is held every year in the Pra-
gati Maidan (Bharat Mandapam),
here’s a multitude of youth in the
number of international publish-
ers and booklovers reflecting hope
that the trend towards printed
books has not diminished.

Truly books are the mirror of
the society. If we need to know
about society, art, literature, cul-
ture, politics and any other sub-
ject of a country, there can be no
source important from books. To
write a book the author studies a
lot of references and presents the

example of Nutan knowledge by
storing the knowledge available
in them by reading those refer-
ences i.e. books, magazines, etc.
In the coming times, this knowl-
edge has the importance for the
country, for the society and the
world, all these knowledge pro-
vides us with books. Also Read
- Not only career, also brightens
health, the habit of reading a book,
meets these 4 unmatched benefits
have to change the way of teach-
ing Yun we blame on the missing
new generation in the ebook that
they are more indifferent than the
earlier generation of them towards
the books, but for this somewhere
our education system and teachers
are also responsible. Our teachers
do not give as much time as they
should. They should use more and
more books in education system
like case based, story telling and
project based etc. We all know
that the stories of grandparents,
maternal grandparents, who they
had told us in childhood still
remember us today. We have to
make our entire education-system
interesting whether to narrate the
narrative, through book competi-
tion or quiz contest, in some form
youngsters have to join the books.
In the subject of books, youth has
to create curiosity. Must increase
study habits.

Such a improving situation Over
the years, regional book fairs and
literary fairs organized by Indian
government entities and other
entities have seen some encour-
aging growth. This is an auspi-

cious sign. In this direction some
good efforts have been made in the
new education system 2020, but
the most important attempt will
be to abstract their meaningful-
ness to make the status of librar-
ies good. By leveraging technology
and certain strategies, we can fur-
ther sharpen the reading process
and reading interest in the youth.
This requires encouraging plat-
forms such as the National Digital
Library of India and other Digi-
tal Repagitories, Archives Project,
Gutenberg, providing free reading
material. Book clubs in schools
and colleges, story telling sessions
and debate disputes and other
competitions can be organized.
Use gamification techniques, such
as reward based reading apps, to
increase reading habit. Short forms
on Instagram, YouTube and Twit-
ter can promote book reviews and
discussions. Schools, libraries and
public places have to set up good
modern libraries for comfortable
seating and reading diverse books.
An effort to increase interest in the
study of books will also have to be
made by the family’s side, because
the children learn what they see.

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
Columnist Street kour

Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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National College of Education celebrates

Dr. B.R Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: NSS
Unit of National Col-
lege of Education Pur-
khoo Camp Domana
organized a series of
activities to celebrate
the birth anniversary
of Dr. Bhimrao Ramiji
Ambedkar,the architect
of the Indian constitu-
tion.

The event was orga-
nized under the able
guidance of the col-

lege Principal Dr.
Manju Dwivedi. The
series of meaning-
ful activities including
pledge,speeches and
quiz competition were
organised to spread
awareness about the
work and contribution
of Dr Ambedkar. These
activities served as a
platform to understand
the contribution of Dr
Ambedkar as the cham-
pion of social justice and
equitable society. Pro-

grame officer Yashumati
Jamwal appreciated the
support and the ener-
getic involvement of the
students in making the
event a success.

Dean Administration
Ajay Jamwal and the
faculty members who
graced the occasion
by their presence were
Neetu Sharma, Anisha
Jamwal, Meenakshi
Sharma, Puja Gupta,
Payal Sethi, Deepika
Jasrotia and others.

Ambedkar called for working towards
unity, harmony, brotherhood to steer
India to become Vishwa Guru: Kaith

Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 14:
To celebrate the birth-
day of Baba Saheb Dr
B.R.Ambedkar, social
and political activists
organised a function at
R.S.Pura’s Gegian, in
which a large number
of people from all walks
of life participated.

Paying tribute to Baba
Saheb on the occa-
sion, R.L.Kaith said, Dr
Ambedkar was a legal
luminary, visionary
statesman, outstanding
constitutional expert,
brilliant parliamentar-
ian and social reformer.
He was the voice of the
socially oppressed and

dedicated his life to the
upliftment of the margin-
alized sections of soci-
ety. His iconic life and
noble thoughts contin-
ued to guide the nation.
Besides, he called for
working towards the
unity, harmony and
brotherhood to steer
India to become Vishwa
Guru. Also speaking,
Gurdev Raj said, today,

we honour the profound
legacy of Baba Saheb
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the
architect of the Indian
Constitution and a
beacon of social justice.

His tireless efforts
and visionary leader-
ship continue to inspire
generations, reminding
us of the importance of
equality, education, and
inclusivity in our society.

GDC Thannamandi
celebrates Ambedkar
Jayanti with fervour

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, Apr
14: The NSS Unit of
Government Degree
College (GDC) Than-
namandi celebrated Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Jay-
anti with fervour and
gaiety as part of Viksit
Bharat@2047 Abhiyan
here on Monday.

On this occasion the
NSS Unit under the
patronage of Prof. (Dr.)
Farooqg Ahmed, Prin-
cipal of College, orga-
nized a series of engag-
ing and thought-provok-
ing activities from April
12-14th to commemo-
rate the 134th birth anni-
versary of Bharat Ratna
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the
chief architect of the
Indian Constitution and
a champion of social
justice. Prof. Supriya
Gupta, NSS Program
Officer in college, co-
ordinated the activities.

The celebration com-
menced with a solemn
pledge on the Preamble
to the Constitution, reaf-
firming the core values
of justice, liberty, equal-
ity, and fraternity. Fac-
ulty members, NSS vol-
unteers, and students
came together to honour
the legacy of Dr. Ambed-
kar and to reiterate their
commitment to the prin-

ciples enshrined in the
Constitution.

As part of the obser-
vance, an extension
lecture was delivered
by Dr. Ashaq Malik,
Co-ordinator [QAC,
who shed light on the
monumental contribu-
tions of Dr. Ambedkar in
shaping modern India.
His lecture emphasized
the enduring relevance
of constitutional values
in today’s socio-political
context and inspired
the audience to uphold
these ideals in their daily
lives.

In addition, an online
quiz competition titled

“Know Your Constitu-
tion” was conducted,
attracting enthusiastic
participation from a large
number of students.

The quiz aimed to
enhance awareness
about the Indian Consti-
tution and Dr. Ambed-
kar’s visionary role.
Participants who quali-
fied in the quiz received
e-certificates recogniz-
ing their achievement
and civic awareness.

Prof. Farooq Ahmed
lauded the efforts of the
organizers and encour-
aged students to imbibe
the values championed
by Dr. Ambedkar.

Army, Aseem Foundation light up Slmarl

Top News Report

KARNAH, Apr 14: In
a remarkable stride
towards inclusive devel-
opment and national
service, Simari—a
remote border village
in the Karnah Valley of
Jammu & Kashmir—has
been completely electri-
fied and made LPG-
enabled.

This transformation
has been made possible
through a joint initiative
by the Indian Army’s Vajr
Division and the Aseem
Foundation, under the
aegis of Chinar Corps.

Nestled along the Line
of Control, with part of it
falling in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, Simari
holds immense stra-
tegic and democratic
significance as India’s
Polling Booth No. 1. For
decades, residents of
this isolated village lived
with minimal access to
electricity and relied on

traditional, often hazard-
ous, cooking methods.
That reality changed
with the installation of
solar microgrids and
distribution of clean
LPG cooking kits to all
53 households in the vil-
lage—ushering in a new
era of comfort, health,
and opportunity.

This heartfelt initiative
has been dedicated to
the memory of Colo-
nel Santosh Mahadik,
Shaurya Chakra, Sena
Medal, who sacrificed
his life in the service of
the nation. In a moving
ceremony, his mother
Kalinda Mahadik and
Sarang Gosavi, Founder
and MD of Aseem Foun-
dation, jointly inaugurat-
ed the solar electrifica-
tion system on April 14,
2025.

The inauguration event
was attended by over
300 villagers, including
women, children, local
elders, media person-

Dedhni Mata Temple promotes
eco-friendly yatra : LFO-BHF

Top News Report

DODA, Apr 14: Live
For Others-Being
Helpful Foundation, in
collaboration with 48
Rashtriya Rifles and
Talla Jewellers, orga-
nized a two-day Cleanli-
ness Drive at Navdurga
Dedhni Mata Temple,
Khellani, beginning on
13th August 2025.

The drive was flagged
off by Harvinder Singh),
Deputy Commissioner,
Doda, in the presence
of Surjeet Gandhi (Naib
Tehsildar, Khellani),
Akshay Parihar (JKAS,
BDO Khellani), the
Major of 48 Rashtriya
Rifles, Principals of local
schools, and the Station
Incharge of Khellani
Police Post.

Around 150 students
and 20 volunteers,
including 11 from New
Standard Higher Sec-
ondary School, actively
participated. DC Doda
assured full support
for future initiatives
and engaged with stu-
dents and volunteers to

emphasize the impor-
tance of cleanliness
in rural and religious
areas.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Karan Sharma
highlighted the Foun-
dation’s commitment to
involving youth in social
causes and appreci-
ated the cooperation of
the administration and
armed forces.

On the second day,
volunteers ensured a
smooth and eco-friend-
ly yatra by distributing
cloth bags, restricting
plastic use, and prevent-
ing the entry of smoking
items, with support from
48 RR and local police.

Twenty waste-filled
bags were collected and
handed to the temple
committee, along with
installed dustbins for
permanent use. The
drive concluded with a
group photograph fea-
turing volunteers, DYSP
Doda, and the Major of
48 RR, marking a suc-
cessful collaboration for
environmental respon-
sibility.

Ambedkar considered education as most
powerful tool for social change: Balbir

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Balbir Ram Rattan, spokesperson,
Jammu and Kashmir BJP and former Vice Chairper-
son, said that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar considered education
as the most powerful medium for social change and
worked towards ensuring equal rights for every citizen
of the country.

He was discussing the life of Dr. Ambedkar in a meet-
ing with senior workers of the BJP SC Morcha.

Balbir stated that Dr. Ambedkar was of the view that
education was the force that could lead marginalized
sections of society towards justice, equality, and dignity.
He himself faced social discrimination and injustice in
his life, but through the power of education, he over-
came it and proved that there is no greater weapon
than education.

He once said, “Education is the weapon through which
you can win the world.”

Balbir said that Dr. Ambedkar laid special emphasis on
the education of Dalits, backward classes, and women,
asserting that until every section of society gets equal
opportunities, true democracy cannot be established.

Not only through his ideas but also through institutions
he established, he contributed to the spread of educa-
tion. After receiving higher education from Columbia
University and the London School of Economics, he
returned to India and got involved in social reforms.
He opened schools for Dalit children and arranged
scholarships.

Balbir Ram Rattan further said that even today, Dr.
Ambedkar’s views on education remain a source of
inspiration. His ideas have become even more relevant
in today’s time when making education inclusive.
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nel, and civil dignitaries.
Emotions ran high as the
village celebrated the
arrival of clean energy
and paid homage to
a hero whose legacy
now lights up homes at
India’s edge.

This collaborative
effort underscores the
Indian Army’s evolving
role beyond traditional
defence—position-
ing it as a key driver of
development under the

Government of India’s
Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme. By bringing
sustainable energy and
dignity to the remotest
corners of the country,
the Army continues to
stand as a beacon of
progress and nation-
building.

The Aseem Founda-
tion, renowned for its
work in rural electrifica-
tion and clean energy
across Jammu & Kash-

mir, played a pivotal
role in implementing
this project. Its focus on
innovation, inclusion,
and grassroots devel-
opment continues to
empower communities
and bridge the gaps in
India’s border regions.

The Simari project is
not just about power—
it is about hope, resil-
ience, and honouring
the spirit of those who
serve.

Cleanliness Drive at Navdurga

Horticulture Development
Office and Training Centre
inaugurated at Saspol

Top News Report

LEH, Apr 14: The newly construct-
ed Horticulture Development Office
and Training Centre at Saspol was
inaugurated,marking an important step
towards strengthening horticulture infra-

structure in the region.

Advocate Tashi Gyalson, CEC,
LAHDC Leh, attended the ceremony
as the Chief Guest, along with Execu-
tive Councillor for Horticulture, Ghulam
Mehdi, and DC/CEO, LAHDC Leh,
Santosh Sukhadeve, as the Guest of

Honour.

The programme began with a wel-
come address by Tsewang Punchok,
Director, Horticulture, UT Ladakh. In
his keynote address, EC Ghulam
Mehdi highlighted the progress made
in the horticulture sector since Ladakh
became a Union Territory.

He expressed appreciation to CEC
Advocate Tashi Gyalson for his contin-
ued support and vision in strengthening

the department.

Emphasising horticulture as a sustain-

able sector, he said it can offer long-
term benefits for local farmers and
future generations, especially in times
when sectors like tourism may face
challenges.

The event featured a vibrant tradition-

al dance performance by students of
Government Higher Secondary School,
Saspol, adding a cultural touch to the
occasion.

Among others, the event was attend-
ed by the Director, Horticulture; Chief

Horticulture Officer, Leh; SDM Likir;

Khaltsi.

Horticulture Development Officer, Leh;
and Horticulture Development Officer,

The programme concluded with a vote
of thanks delivered by Chief Horticul-
ture Officer, Kunzang Wangmo, who

expressed gratitude to all dignitaries

and stakeholders for their presence and
continued support to the horticulture
sector in Ladakh.

Ghulam Hassan Mir leads delegation to
Nadihal Rafiabad for condolence visit

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 14:
Apni Party’s Senior
Vice President, Ghulam
Hassan Mir, on Monday
led a delegation of party
leaders to Nadihal Rafi-
abad in Baramulla to
extend condolences to
party colleague Shabir
Ahmad and his family
on the passing of his
beloved mother.

The mother of Shabir
Ahmad — DDC member
from Nadihal Rafiabad
and party in-charge for
the Baramulla constitu-
ency, left for her heav-
enly abode on Saturday.

According to a press
release issued here,
during this condolence
visit Ghulam Hassan
Mir was accompanied

by Provincial Secretary
and Chairman DDC Sri-
nagar Aftab Malik, Dis-
trict President Baramul-
la Shabir Ahmad Shah,
Youth Leader Shoaib
Dar, and others.

The leaders met Shabir
Ahmad and other mem-
bers of the bereaved
family, extending their
solidarity over the
immense loss. On this
occasion, they prayed
for eternal peace for the

departed soul and for
strength and patience
for the bereaved to
endure the pain of this
irreparable loss. They
also conveyed a mes-
sage of condolence on
behalf of the party Presi-
dent, Syed Mohammad
Altaf Bukhari, to the
bereaved family mem-
bers and said that the
entire party leadership
stands in solidarity with
them in this hour of grief.
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Amitt K Singh’s latest role as
Reza in Mohrey is a far cry from
the brave police officer he por-
trayed in Bhaukaal. He takes on
a character unlike any he has
portrayed before, showcasing
a deeper emotional complexity
and fresh approach to his craft.

As he is ready to reprise his
role in Season 2, he says, “Reza
has different shades to his char-
acter. He’s impulsive, unpredict-
able, and his background and
surroundings are very different
from all the cast. Which was
challenging yet fun to explore
this character,” he explains.
His commitment to authenticity
comes through in his work, as
he notes that if an actor is true
to his craft, the audience will
naturally connect to the char-
acter. “I don’t focus on making
it relatable for the audience, |
only try not to show ‘effort’ while
shooting and be present in the
moment,” Amitt shares.

Evolution of an actor

Looking back at his journey,
Amitt credits his growth to the
passage of time and experi-
ence. “An actor grows with time
and experience,” he says. “For
me, understanding the charac-
ter, knowing the soul of the proj-
ect, how my character is lead-
ing the story, and the director’s
vision are more important than

Lady Gaga brings ‘Mayhem’ to the

o

. S|

the medium or platform.”

His transition from television
to digital was a smooth one,
as he views every project as
an opportunity for learning. In
fact, Amitt has a distinctive take
on television. “I've never done
any television show for more
than three months. Somehow,
| feel I'm unfit for that format,”
he admits, though he’s open to
surprises.

New projects

With his repertoire spanning
diverse roles, from the sci-fi
grandeur of Mission Mangal
to the gritty crime thriller of
Mohrey, Amitt isn’t looking to
be boxed into any one genre.
In fact, a rom-com is high on
his wishlist. “I am awaiting the
opportunity to try my hands at

re important than the pl

a genre that’s often a departure
from the intense characters I've
portrayed so far.”

Fans can also look forward to
more intriguing roles in the near
future. “A feature film Wahham,
based on a true story, is set to
release next year, where I'm
playing a CBI officer along with
Vijay Raaz,” he reveals. Addi-
tionally, he’s also involved in an
international project, Courage,
where he plays a doctor living in
the US. “It was the official entry
at The Festival de Cine Global
de Santo Domingo (FCGSD)
this season.”

The changing landscape

With the changing contours of
the industry and the rise of digi-
tal platforms, Amitt is optimistic
about the future of content. “OTT

and ‘current cinema’ (excluding
commercial) have definitely
given more opportunities to tal-
ented actors,” he says, acknowl-
edging the increasing chances
for actors to push their limits and
perform in unique, diverse roles.
“The content they are creating
has a lot more chances for an
actor to perform.” It’s this sense
of opportunity that excites him
about the future.

Beyond acting

When he’s not acting, Amitt
enjoys exploring other facets of
life. “I love travelling, reading,
and watching good cinema,” he
shares. These hobbies keep
him grounded and creative,
allowing him to continue honing
his craft during downtime. “l also
keep doing workshops when I'm
not shooting,” he adds, further
emphasising his dedication to
continual learning.

True to the craft

For Amitt, the journey is more
about authenticity than perfec-
tion. Reflecting on his past roles,
he says, “I'm a secure actor.
Revisiting or doing things differ-
ently won’t do any good. What
| did was the best | could have
done at that particular moment
of being.” This philosophy
guides his work, allowing him
to stay true to the essence of
each character he portrays.

Actress Eshaa Pathak talks
about the challenges of wearing
a lehenga in hot weather

S e
Weddings on televi-
sion might look like
a dreamy affair with
stunning outfits, daz-
zling sets and roman-
tic music, but behind
the scenes it’s a whole

different story. Eshaa
Pathak, who plays the
character Gauri in Sun
Neo’s show Rishto Se
Bandhi Gauiri, is cur-
rently shooting for one
of the biggest highpoints

of the story - Gauri and
Rudra’s wedding. And
while she looks breath-
taking as a bride, the
experience of shooting
in such a heavy lehen-
ga during summer is no
easy task.

About the challeng-
es she faces, Eshaa
shared, “Right now, with
so much drama going
on in the show, my char-
acter is finally getting
married to Rudra. And
for the wedding, they've
given me an extremely
heavy lehenga to wear
and in this heat it’s
definitely challenging.
When we shoot scenes
in such heavy cos-
tumes, it definitely gets
tough. Moving around
in this heavy lehenga
is not easy at all. And
if there’s no AC or less
ventilation, it becomes
even more suffocating
because of the weight
and heat. But we still
manage it, because the
love and appreciation
we get from the audi-
ence makes it all worth

Beat route: For the Punjabi music industry, Canada is now

masses at Coachella

American singer Lady Gaga returned
to a massive audience for the first time
in eight years to headline the Coachella
Valley Music and Arts Festival, dancing
with model skeletons, fighting a dancer
dressed as a monster and serving up a
surprise encore.

“Welcome to my house of mayhem,”
the “Poker Face” singer said from the
stage. Lady Gaga weaved together
songs from her 2025 “Mayhem” album
as well as older ones, including “Judas,”
“Born This Way,” and “Poker Face.”

“l love you,” she said several times
during the two-hour concert. In typical-
ly flamboyant style, she raced through
costume changes, including a red
gown, a black leotard, a feathery white
dress and metallic armour with a cape.

Lady Gaga, an LGBTQ+ icon who
affectionately calls her fans “Little Mon-
sters,” is known for activism within the
community and openness about being
a bisexual. Some men in the audience
hugged and kissed, shouting their love
for the 39-year-old.

Her 2011 song, “Born This Way,” was
dubbed a “gay anthem,” eventually
spawning her Born This Way Founda-
tion, with the goal to end “bullying and
promote mental health awareness, par-
ticularly within the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity.” The singer, songwriter and actor
is known for upbeat pop music that
incorporates electro-pop, dance, rock,
house, jazz and experimental genres.

She is set to perform a series of con-
certs for her 2025 Mayhem Ball tour for

her “Mayhem” album.

“Mayhem” made its way to number
one on the Billboard 200 chart, becom-
ing her seventh chart-topping album. It
also debuted at number one on the UK
Albums Chart.

Her top-charting songs from the album
include “Die With a Smile,” which was
a collaboration with singer Bruno Mars,
and “Abracadabra.” Lady Gaga filled
in as Coachella headliner in 2017 for
Beyonce after the “Cowboy Carter”
singer dropped out when her doctors
advised her to avoid a rigorous sched-
ule, according to a statement posted to
the festival’s official Facebook page.

When the 54th Juno Awards
2025, Canada’s premium
awards night, unfolded in Van-
couver, it had a new category —
South Asian Music Recording of
the Year — specially constituted
to recognise and celebrate the
massive growth of South Asian
music. To no one’s surprise, the
nomination list was dominated
by Punjabi singers, including
AP Dhillon, Karan Aujla, Chani
Nattan, Inderpal Moga, Jazzy
B and Jonita Gandhi. ‘Arul’, a
fusion album of Carnatic and
hip-hop by Tamil artistes Yan-
chan Rajmohan and Sandeep
Narayan, was the only other
nomination. It was a testament
to Punjabi music’s growing
prominence in the maple leaf
country. Dhillon was the winner
in this category.

Dhillon, Aujla and new entrant
Sukha featured across other
categories as well. Aujla, who
won the TikTok Juno Fan Choice
award last year, was again
nominated for the award. Dhil-
lon was nominated in the Break-
through Artiste or Group of the
Year category. The proceedings
at the ceremony began with a
performance by Jazzy B, Chani
Nattan and Inderpal Moga.

If Diljit Dosanjh is the trail-
blazer behind the global appeal
of Punjabi music, and Aujla has
successfully synergised Bol-
lywood and Punjabi music, it's
the new generation of artistes

‘Real humour is effortless, says
actor Sidharth Sagar

Sidharth Sagar, a well-known name
in the world of comedy, continues to
entertain audiences with his impec-
cable timing and unique brand of
humour. Having won hearts with his
performances in Comedy Circus and
The Kapil Sharma Show, Sidharth has
now ventured into the digital space with
his YouTube show What Non Sense.

The show has been gaining traction,
thanks to its spontaneous humor and
relatable content.

When asked about the concept of
What Non Sense and how it aligns
with evolving audience tastes, Sid-
harth describes it as a ‘non-sensical
funny podcast made purely for enter-
tainment’. He believes that the show’s
appeal lies in its simplicity and spon-
taneity. “The comedy | do cannot be
majorly written; it’s more about physi-
cal humour, expressions, characterisa-
tion and spontaneous wit. That’s what
makes it funny and unique and I'm sure
audiences will love it,” he shares enthu-
siastically.

One of the show’s standout features
is Sidharth’s ability to effortlessly slip
into different avatars. He believes that
versatility in comedy comes naturally
to him. “Comedy should be effortless.
The moment you try too hard, it loses
its charm. Real humour is effortless.”

The show keeps up with trending
topics, and much of its success is cred-
ited to writer Mahesh Bhalla. “We keep
trending topics in mind while conceptu-
alising episodes. Mahesh Bhalla brings
fresh ideas to the table, ensuring each
episode is unique and engaging,” says
Sidharth.

that is charting a fresh course.
These youngsters may not have
any formal training, but they are
gaining global recognition and
creating waves in the industry.

Take Sukha, a rising star from
Toronto. His songs ‘8 Asle’ and
‘Godfather’ have resonated with
audiences far and wide. His
unique blend of traditional Pun-
jabi sounds with modern beats
is captivating listeners, while the
signature dastar (turban) adds
to his distinct style.

Harkirat Sangha of ‘Gucci
Gucci’ fame may soon gain glory
like the late Sidhu Moosewala,
who also started his journey to
stardom from Canada. Sangha
blends classic Punjabi melodies
with contemporary beats, creat-
ing music that appeals to both
the traditional and the modern
audiences.

Not far behind is the Punjabi
pop duo of Grewal and Pathaa-
nia, better known as Zehr Vibe.
The two young artistes are
already creating an impact.
They fuse traditional Punjabi
elements with modern influenc-
es, making their music acces-
sible to a broader audience.

Boom & Boon

The Punjabi music scene in
Canada is witnessing an explo-
sion, with many young talented
artistes coming from diverse
backgrounds. They are experi-
i menting with a fusion of styles,

often incorporating western

music elements such as hip-
hop, R&B and electronic music
into traditional Punjabi music.
This blending of genres is not
only refreshing, but is also
reflective of the multicultural
fabric of Canadian society.

The integration of Punjabi
music into mainstream events
has further amplified its reach.
Local basketball league match-
es and hockey games quite
often feature Punjabi tracks
during the interval, creating a
lively atmosphere that reso-
nates with fans. This crossover
appeal is helping to break down
cultural barriers, introducing
Punjabi music to audiences who
may have never experienced it
before.

Live shows have become a
cornerstone of this musical
renaissance. Venues across
Canada are increasingly hosting
Punjabi musical events, drawing
large crowds eager to celebrate
their culture.

Punjabi artistes are also lever-
aging social media and stream-
ing platforms to take their craft
to a wider audience. Platforms
like YouTube, Spotify and Apple
Music have democratised music
distribution, allowing the young
artistes to share their music
without the need for traditional
record labels.

Accessibility & Availability

Surrey-based film and music
video director Navjit Buttar says
there are no restrictions, reser-
vations or monopolies in the
music industry any longer. “It is
the best time to create, sell and
enjoy Punjabi music,” he adds.

Another advantage that
Canada offers is the accessi-
bility and availability of music
studios because back home in
Punjab, most artistes often face
long waiting periods to either
book music studios or get col-
laboration opportunities with
producers. This ease of access
has resulted in a surge of self-
produced tracks, with artistes
like Sukha and Sangha utilising
the easily available technology

both a launch pad and terra firma

to create and distribute their
music independently.

These small but technically
sound music studios, often locat-
ed in basements, are enabling
singers to record and produce
their songs in cost-effective set-
tings. Guntaj, a leading Punjabi
singer with Vancouver-based
indie-pop band Hazar, is quick
to add, “I could never imagine
releasing a single in Punjab due
to financial constraints and lack
of support. But here in Canada,
a friend handles all my techni-
cal work. | don’t need any major
label’'s backing. | can release my
song on Instagram or TikTok.”

Canada-based Punjabi artistes
have also been able to blend tra-
ditional Punjabi sounds because
of their broader exposure to Gen
Z influences and slangs, creat-
ing a fresh, engaging sound that
gels with younger audiences.
This balance is something that
artistes in Punjab often struggle
to achieve, as many still rely on
chaste Punjabi.

Collaborations, a new trend

In this evolving landscape,
collaborations have become a
major trend. Young artistes are
teaming up with established
names and performers from dif-
ferent genres, creating cross-
cultural projects that expand
their reach. Aujla’s recent collab-
oration with pop band OneRe-
public has garnered attention,
bridging the gap between Punja-
bi music and the English music
industry. These collaborations
are not only introducing Punjabi
music to new audiences (mostly
white), but also enriching the
artistes’ creative process, allow-
ing them to draw from each oth-
er’s strengths.

Community role

As the Punjabi music scene
continues to flourish in Canada,
the role of the community in
supporting and nurturing young
talent has been tremendous.
Local music studios, cultural
organisations and mentorship
programmes are helping aspir-
ing musicians hone their craft
and gain exposure. Various

public events celebrating Pun-
jabi culture, such as Baisakhi
and other cultural fairs, often
feature local artistes, providing
them with a platform to perform
and connect with their heritage.

“This support system is crucial
in fostering a new generation of
artistes, keen to innovate and
also committed to preserving
the Punjabi music tradition,”
says Surrey-based Jaswinder
Dilwari, managing director,
Canada Tabloid. Other stake-
holders from the industry such
as producer-lyricist Bunty Bains
are happy to see the increasing
demand for Punjabi artistes to
perform in Canada and North
America. “We are seeing a
surge in requests for perfor-
mances by Punjabi artistes,”
he notes. Artistes like Josh Brar
and Beant Kaur get dozens of
calls daily to perform, under-
scoring the growing interest in
Punjabi culture and music.

Winner of hearts

Diljit Dosanjh’s appearances
in Coachella Music and Arts
Festival and the Jimmy Fallon
Show have only broadened
the appeal and reach of Pun-
jabi artistes. Dosanjh’s perfor-
mances have introduced Pun-
jabi music to newer audiences,
making people sit up and take
notice. His collaborations with
global artistes have led to a
ripple effect, encouraging other
Punjabi musicians to seek simi-
lar opportunities.

Hollywood celebrities like Will
Smith have followed Dosanjh on
social media, while his collabo-
rations with international artistes
such as Australian singer Sia,
English artiste Ed Sheeran and
American Camila Cabello have
taken Punjabi rhythms to a
wider audience. Dosanjh’s proc-
lamation before every concert,
“Punjabi aa gaye oye”, sounds
just about right.

— The writer is an entertain-
ment professional based in
Canada

Ease of making music

— The music industry in
Canada presents many unique
opportunities, often unattain-
able for artistes in Punjab. The
country offers a more flexible
and supportive environment for
singers.

— One of the most signifi-
cant challenges in Punjab is
the financial burden associated
with music production. A song’s
release can cost anywhere
between

— Rs 7 lakh and Rs 10 lakh
covering expenses like song-
writing, production, shooting,
marketing, etc. In Canada, the
same process can often be
completed for as little as $2,000
(less than Rs 2 lakh). This
affordability also allows artistes
to be more experimental.
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Country dedicated to social
justice due to Amhedkar’'s
inspiration: PM Motll

NEW DELHI, Apr 14 (Agencies):
Paying tributes to Bhim Rao Ambedkar
on his birth anniversary, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Monday that it is
due to his inspiration that the country is
today dedicated to realising the dream

of social justice.

His principles and ideas will strength-
en and speed up the building of an ‘aat-
manirbhar’ (self-reliant) and developed

India, Modi said on X.

Later, Modi joined a number of other
dignitaries, including President Drou-
padi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla and leaders of opposition in both
Houses Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, among others, in Parliament
to pay homage to Ambedkar.

Ambedkar is recognised for his life-
long struggle for the empowerment of
Scheduled Castes and his key role in
drafting the Constitution.

Born in a Dalit famlly in 1891, he was
a brilliant student who went on to study

in foreign countries. The discrimination

he suffered in Indian society turned him
into a committed social reformer.

He was India’s first law minister. He
died in 1956.

Modi goverment only pays lip
service to Ambedkar, BJP-RSS
his enemies: Kharge

NEW DELHI, Apr 14
(Agencies): Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday
accused the Modi gov-
ernment of paying only
“lip service” to B R
Ambedkar’s legacy but
doing nothing to fulfil his
wishes, and claimed the
BJP-RSS were “ene-
mies” of the architect of
the Constitution.

Hitting out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
over his criticism of the
Congress’ treatment
of Ambedkar, Kharge
cited a letter by Ambed-
kar in which he blamed
S A Dange and V D
Savarkar for his defeat
in the elections of 1952.

Speaking to report-
ers on the occasion
of Ambedkar’s birth
anniversary, Kharge
stressed the need for
a nationwide caste
census as well as imple-
mentation of reservation
for SCs, STs and OBCs
in private educational

T

institutions.

He said the Consti-
tution is a gift from
Ambedkar to citizens
as it gives them the right
of social, economic and
political justice.

“In the AICC session,
we have taken this for-
ward. We forwarded the
ideas of social justice in
the AICC session,” he
said.

said the Congress
wants to forward five
issues that it is striv-
ing for and asserted
that a nationwide caste
census is necessary.

“The Centre is making
policies on the basis
of the 2011 census
and nothing is known
about the 2021 census
that was supposed to
happen. Policies are
made on the basis of
census. We demand
that along with the
general census, a
caste census should
also be conducted so
as to know how much

which section has pro-
gressed,” he said.

The Congress presi-
dent said the govern-
ment is not ready to get
a caste census done.

He also asserted that
the fundamental guar-
antee given under Arti-
cle 15(5), introduced by
the Congress on Janu-
ary 20, 2006, to provide
reservation to OBCs,
SCs and STs in private
educational institutions
must be implemented
without delay.

He also highlighted the
need for a central law
for the SC/ST sub-plan
and guarantee budget-
ary allocations in accor-
dance with their popula-
tion.

Kharge stressed the
need to remove the 50
per cent cap on reser-
vations.

The Congress presi-
dent said that when the
Women’s Reservation
Bill was passed two
years ago, the party’s
demand was that it
should be implemented
immediately and there
should be a quota
for SC, ST and OBC
women under it.

“The Modi govern-
ment takes the name
of Ambedkar but is not
ready to fulfil his aspira-
tions and wishes. They
only pay lip service,” he
said.

“Every year, record airline passengers”

highlights air travel growth

HISAR, Apr 14 (Agencies):
Reiterating his party’s commit-
ment to fulfilling the dream of
‘Viksit Haryana, Viksit Bharat’,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday said, “When the
BJP assigned me the duties for
Haryana, |, along with several of
my party companions, worked
here.”

“Their hard work has strength-
ened the BJP in Haryana, and
| am proud that the BJP is
extremely serious and work-
ing to fulfil the dream of ‘Viksit
Haryana, Viksit Bharat’,” he
said in his public address after
launching the first commer-
cial flight from Hisar to Ayod-
hya and laying the foundation
stone of terminal-2 building at
the Maharaja Agrasen Airport
in Hisar that is expected to be
completed within two years.

The airport terminal will be
built at an estimated cost of
over Rs 410 crore and is part
of PM Modi’s vision to make air
travel safer, more affordable,
and accessible to all.

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, along with several
state ministers, attended the
event.

PM Modi said, “Before 2014,
there were 74 airports in the
country, but today there are
over 150 airports...Imagine 74
airports in 70 years?... Every
year, there are record airline

passengers in the country. On
one the hand, our government
is working on connectivity, and
on the other, ensuring the wel-
fare of the poor and social jus-
tice.”

The inauguration of the Hisar
airport marked a significant
milestone in the state’s develop-
ment. It will boost regional con-
nectivity and catalyse economic
growth across the state.

Saying the Congress has only
appeased fundamentalists, he
said, “Haryana is that state
where the youth in significant
numbers join the army and
serve the nation. The Congress
for decades cheated regarding
OROP.”

He said that lakhs of hectares
of land are in the name of Waqf.
“Now, under the new Waqf law,

this Waqf Board will not be able
to touch any tribal’s land or
property in any corner of India.
The new provisions will respect
the sacred spirit of Wagf. The
poor and Pasmanda families
of the Muslim society, women,
especially Muslim widows, and
children will get their rights, and
their rights will also be protect-
ed. This is real social justice.”
The Prime Minister said the
Congress government in Kar-
nataka took away the rights of
SCs, STs, and OBCs and gave
reservations based on religion.
“But Babasaheb, Ambedkar
clearly stated that religion-
based reservation will not be
facilitated. The Congress’ poli-
tics of appeasement has not
helped the Muslim community,
it has only harmed them. Con-

PM

gress chose to appease a few
radicalists only.”

The Congress, he said,
stabbed the dream that Baba
Saheb Ambedkar had seen --
the provision for social justice
that he had made in the Con-
stitution -- and turned the provi-
sions of that Constitution into a
means of appeasement.

PM Modi said the Congress
turned the Constitution into a
mere tool for gaining power.
“Whenever they felt that power
slipping from their hands, they
trampled upon the Constitution,
just as they did during the Emer-
gency.”

“The spirit of the Constitution
clearly says that there must be
one common civil code for all
citizens, which | call a secular
civil code. But Congress never
implemented it. In Uttarakhand,
we have implemented a secu-
lar civil code, but the Congress
continues to oppose it,” PM
Modi said.

He said the Congress treat-
ed SCs, STs, and OBCs as
second-class citizens in this
country. “While Congress lead-
ers enjoyed luxuries like swim-
ming pools, only 16 out of every
100 households in villages had
access to piped water, and
among those affected, the most
were SCs, STs, and OBCs,” PM
Modi added.

Lodha brothers settle Rs 5,000-crore title dispute
day before High Court hearing

The Abhishek Lodha-promoted Macrotech Developers Ltd filed a Rs 5,000 crore suit against Abhinandan

Lodha’s real estate firm, House of Abhinandan Lodha, over the use of the ‘Lodha’ trademark.

d

MUMBAI, Apr 14
(Agencies): The Lodha
brothers, Abhishek and
Abhinandan, have ami-
cably settled the ongo-
ing Rs 5,000-crore
‘Lodha’ trademark dis-
pute between them, an
official statement said
on Monday. They have
reached a pact over the
use of the title Lodha for
their respective compa-
nies as agreed upon by
both sides.

As per the settlement,
elder brother Abhishek
Lodha’s Macrotech
Developers Ltd (MDL),

Situation in violence-hit areas of
Murshidabad peaceful Police

KOLKATA, Apr 14
(Agencies): The situa-
tion in violence-hit areas
of Murshidabad district,
mainly Suti, Samser-
ganj, Dhulian and Jan-
gipur, was peaceful
and under control on
Monday, a senior police
officer said.

Prohibitory orders
under Section 163 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) remain in force
in the violence-hit pock-
ets where the roads
wore a deserted look
and shops downed their
shutters.

The internet remains
suspended in the affect-
ed areas while security
forces are conducting
checks on vehicles
along the main roads.

Three people have
died and several others
injured in the violence
which raged in Suti,
Dhulian, Samserganj

Kl
and Jangipur areas
since Friday afternoon
but there was no report
of any fresh incident
from anywhere in the
district.

A total of 180 people
have been arrested
in connection with the
violence following pro-
tests against the Waqf
(Amendment) Act till
Saturday afternoon, he
said.

“The situation in and
around these disturbed
areas is peaceful and
under control. There is
no report of any untow-
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ard incident from any-
where in Murshidabad
district. Police deploy-
ment is there and we
will not allow any form
of nuisance to disturb
peace,” the police officer
told agency.

BSF personnel accom-
panied by state armed
police and RAF conduct-
ed route marches along
the national highway
and nearby alleys and
bylanes.

The streets and alleys,
however, wore a desert-
ed look as marketplac-
es, and shops remained

shut with people choos-
ing to stay indoors.

Eighteen police per-
sonnel were injured in
the clashes and were
undergoing treatment
in different hospitals, he
said.

Several vehicles,
including police vans,
were set on fire, stones
were hurled at security
forces and shops, and
police kiosks burnt down
during the rampage.

Hundreds of people
affected by communal
violence in Murshidabad
district have crossed
the Bhagirathi river and
taken shelter in adjoin-
ing Malda, officials said.

local administration
has arranged for accom-
modation and food
for the fleeing riot-hit
families and sheltered
them in schools, while
deploying volunteers at
the river bank to assist
those arriving in boats.

will be the owner of,
and will have the exclu-
sive right to use the
brand names ‘Lodha’
and ‘Lodha Group’. His
younger brother, Abhi-
nandan Lodha, will be
the owner of, and will
have the exclusive right
to use the brand name
‘House of Abhinandan
Lodha’ (HoABL), the
statement added.

The Lodha Group and
HoABL will have no con-
nection with each other
and both entities will
communicate widely.
Also, Abhinandan Lodha

will possess no rights
or claims in the Lodha
Group or MDL or other
businesses of Abhishek,
who will, on the other
hand, have no rights or
claims in HOABL or other
businesses owned by
Abhinandan.

After the settlement
was reached, Abhishek
Lodha and Abhinandan
Lodha, sons of BJP
leader and Maharashtra
Skill Development Min-
ister, Mangal Prabhat
Lodha, thanked Bombay
High Court judges Jus-
tice (retired) RV Raveen-
dran for guidance in the
mediation process and
Justice Arif Doctor, for
encouraging them to
follow for mediation.

“The family is grateful
to Justice Arif Doctor
for encouraging them
to follow the process
of mediation. They also
extend their sincere
appreciation to all family
elders and well-wishers

who provided their
counsel and support
throughout the resolu-
tion process. The family
conveys its thanks to the
media for their under-
standing and respect
for privacy during this
time. No further state-
ments will be made on
the matter,” a press note
released by the two par-
ties said.

The Lodha brothers
had been at logger-
heads over the use of
the Lodha trademark.
Macrotech had filed
an intellectual prop-
erty rights (IPR) suit in
the High Court against
HoABL, claiming the
name ‘Lodha’ was their
trademark and no one
else could use it.

The suit sought Rs
5,000 crore in damag-
es from Abhinandan’s
company. In an interim
application, Macrotech
sought a perpetual
injunction against the

defendants from infring-
ing their trademark
‘Lodha’.

Justice Doctor, while
hearing the interim
application in January,
said since the dispute
was primarily between
two brothers, the pos-
sibility of an amicable
resolution should be
attempted.

The brothers agreed,
after which a few rounds
of meetings were held.
On April 7, when the
interim application came
up for hearing, the law-
yers of both parties
informed the bench that
the mediation was still
going on.

Consequently, the
bench extended the
deadline for mediation
and will be hearing the
application on April 15,
when the final decision
of the brothers will offi-
cially be conveyed to the
court.

Manipur celebrates 81st anniversary
of declarlng freedom in Moirang

MOIRANG, Apr 14
(Agencies): The Indian
National Army (INA)
Martyrs’ Memorial, on
Monday, commemo-
rated the 81st anniver-
sary of the historic flag
hoisting in Manipur’s
Moirang, which marked
a significant chapter in
India’s struggle for inde-
pendence from British
rule.

Manipur Governor
Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
addressing the event,

said, “Moirang was
the first territory to be
declared free from Brit-
ish colonial rule. This
was not merely sym-
bolic; it was a bold dec-
laration to the world that
India would rise, reclaim
its freedom, and unite in
courage.”

On April 14, 1944, Col-
onel Shaukat Ali Malik of
the INA first unfurled the
Azad Hind Fauj tricolour
flag on Indian soil in Moi-
rang, declaring it free

from British rule. This
act, under the vision-
ary leadership of Netaiji
Subhas Chandra Bose,
ignited a flame of resis-
tance and continues to
be etched in the national
memory as a symbol of
courage and sacrifice.
The Governor empha-
sised that the INA’'s
presence, though brief,
carried immense sym-
bolic weight and contin-
ues to inspire genera-
tions. “Though the INA's

presence in Moirang
was brief, its legacy
continues to inspire gen-
erations with the spirit of
courage, sacrifice, and
unwavering patriotism,”
he said

The event was attend-
ed by public representa-
tives, military veterans,
government officials,
and members of the
local community. Among
the attendees were MLA
Thongam Shanti Singh,
Lt. General (Retd.) K
Himalay Singh, Major
General (Retd.) JS
Nanda, Major General
S S Kartikeya, Briga-
dier Neeraj Sharma, DY
IGAR (S), and IAS M
Joy Singh.

A bike rally was also
organised as part of the
celebration, aimed at
spreading awareness
of Moirang’s historical
significance in India’s
independence struggle.
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No one is “getting off the hook”, Trump after US

WASHINGTON DC, Apr
14 (Agencies): US President
Donald Trump has said that no
one is “getting off the hook” on
trade after his administration
appeared to dial down pressure
on China by issuing a notice
exempting certain high-tech
products from his “reciprocal”
tariffs, Al Jazeera reported.

Trump said that there were
no exceptions to the tariffs, as
smartphones, laptops and other
products were still subject to an
existing 20 per cent duty and
the items were being moved to
a different tariff “bucket”, as per
Al Jazeera.

“We will not be held hostage by
other Countries, especially hos-
tile trading Nations like China,”
Trump said in a post on his Truth
Social platform.

Speaking to reporters on
board Air Force One, Trump
said he would announce new
tariffs on semiconductors over
the next week.

“The tariffs will be in place in
the not distant future,” Trump
said, adding that there would be
flexibility for some companies in
the sector.

US Secretary of Commerce
Howard Lutnick said earlier
that the reprieve for high-tech
products, many of which are
manufactured in China, would
be temporary and that semicon-
ductor tariffs would be in place
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within weeks.

“So what [Trump is] doing is
he’s saying they’re [high-tech
products] exempt from the
reciprocal tariffs, but they're
included in the semiconductor
tariffs, which are coming in prob-
ably a month or two. So these
are coming soon,” Al Jazeera
quoted Lutnick as speaking to
local media.

Earlier in the day, China called

on the United States to correct
its mistakes by “completely
cancelling” its tariffs, describing
them as “wrong practice” and
urging Washington toreturnto a
“path of mutual respect” towards
Beijing, France 24 reported.

This appeal comes amid esca-
lating trade tensions between
the two nations, when US presi-
dent Donald Trump announced
a 90-day delay on tariffs for most
countries, including the Euro-
pean Union, China was notably
excluded from this reprieve.

This move has further height-
ened tensions between the
world’s two largest economies,
as per France 24.

“We urge the US to take a
big step to correct its mistakes,
completely cancel the wrong
practice of ‘reciprocal tariffs’ and
return to the right path of mutual
respect,” a commerce ministry
spokesperson said.

UAE President sends letter to Japan’s

PM delivered

.,..,__:’. J President Sheikh Mohamed to the Jap-

TOKYO, Apr 14 (Agencies): UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan has sent a written letter
to Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru

Ishiba, focusing on bilateral
and ways to strengthen the

hensive Strategic Partnership between

the two countries.

The letter was delivered by Sultan
Ahmed Al Jaber, Minister of Industry
and Advanced Technology and UAE
Special Envoy to Japan, during a meet-
ing on Monday at the Prime Minister’s

Office in Tokyo. The meeting

attended by Noura bint Mohammed Al
Kaabi, Minister of State, and Shihab Al
Faheem, UAE Ambassador to Japan.

by UAE Special Envoy

" Al Jaber conveyed the greetings of

anese Prime Minister and expressed
the UAE’s wishes for Japan’s continued
progress and prosperity, along with his
hopes for the success of Expo 2025
Osaka-Kansai.

Prime Minister Ishiba, in turn, con-
veyed his greetings to President Sheikh
Mohamed and expressed his hopes for
the UAE’s continued development and
growth.

The two sides discussed ways to
enhance bilateral relations under the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
signed in 2022.

Al Jaber reaffirmed the UAE leader-
ship’s commitment to strengthening
cooperation and advancing ties to new
strategic levels. He highlighted the
potential for deepening collaboration
across vital sectors, including economy,
trade, energy, industry and advanced
technology, and space--areas that sup-
port sustainable development goals in
both nations.

He also noted the enduring friendship
between the UAE and Japan, which
dates back to before the founding of the
UAE, referencing Abu Dhabi’s participa-
tion in Expo 1970 in Osaka.

relations
Compre-

was also

Greece signs deal to buy 16 anti-ship
missiles from France

ATHENS, Apr 14
(Agencies): Greece
signed a deal Monday
to purchase anti-ship
missiles from France
as it seeks to bolster its
defenses in a procure-
ment program aimed
mainly at addressing
tensions with neighbor-
ing Turkey.

Greece’s Defense
Minister Nikos Dendias
signed the agreement
for the 16 Exocet mis-
siles with his French
counterpart Sébastien
Lecornu, who was on a
one-day visit to Athens.
The two did not disclose
the cost of the deal.

It is the latest in a
series of purchases of
military equipment from
France, with Greece
having already bought
two dozen Rafale war-
planes and three Bel-
harra-class frigates.

Dendias said discus-
sions are progressing
for the addition of a
fourth frigate, adding
that France is also
providing Greece with
NH-90 military helicop-
ters.

Athens has said it will
spend 25 billion euros
($27 billion) over the
next decade to adapt
its military to evolving
high-tech warfare tech-
nologies.

Although NATO allies,
Greece and Turkey
have long-standing dis-
putes over boundaries
in the Aegean Sea and
eastern Mediterranean
that have brought them
close to war several
times in recent decades.

“Greece does not
threaten, but is threat-
ened,” Dendias said in
joint statements to the
press with Lecornu. The

two ministers did not
take questions.

Speaking in Parlia-
ment earlier this month,
Dendias said Greece
plans to shift from tradi-
tional defense systems
to a high-tech, net-
worked strategy cen-
tered on mobile, Artifi-
cial Intelligence-pow-
ered missile systems,
drone technologies, and
advanced command
units — reducing reli-
ance on conventional
fleets.

Greece’s moderniza-
tion drive — launched
after years of defense
cuts during the 2010—
2018 financial crisis
— already includes all
branches of the armed
forces and focuses
on cooperation with
France, Israel, and the
United States.

ITHC issues notice to authorities on Bushra Bibi’s
plea for better facilities

ISLAMABAD, Apr 14
(Agencies): The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC)
on Monday issued notic-
es to jail authoritieson a
petition filed by Bushra
Bibi, seeking improved
facilities in prison,
agency reported.

Justice Raja Inaam
Ameen Minhas pre-
sided over the hearing.
Lawyers Usman Gul and
Zahir Abbas represent-
ed Bushra Bibi, wife of
the incarcerated former
Prime Minister Imran
Khan.

The court issued notic-
es to the Interior Secre-
tary and the Superin-
tendent of Adiala Jail,
directing them to submit
their responses. The
hearing was adjourned
for two weeks.

Earlier on April 7,
Bushra Bibi approached

the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) for improved
jail facilities, agency
reported.

She filed a petition
through her lawyers,
who argued that as a
former first lady who
resided in the Prime
Minister’s House, she is
entitled to better facili-
ties under the law due
to her standard of living
and lifestyle.

Bushra Bibi’s lawyers
claimed she requested
better facilities from jail
authorities, but received
no response. The law-
yers said that her hus-
band, Imran Khan, is
also receiving better
facilities in the same
Adiala jail.

petition cited the Jail
Rules 1978, seeking
court direction for the
respondents to fulfill

their legal responsibili-
ties and provide better
jail amenities to Bushra
Bibi.

The federal govern-
ment, Superintendent
Adiala jail and the
Islamabad Chief Com-
missioner were made
parties in the plea, as
per agency.

Earlier, Imran Khan
and Bushra Bibi filed
petitions in the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC),
seeking suspension of
conviction in the £190
million case, agency
reported.

petitions, filed through
their lawyer Barrister
Salman Safdar, argued
that the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) had misused its
authority and the con-
viction was based on
incomplete investiga-

tions.

The petitions stated
that the failure to obtain
a declaration from the
National Crime Agency
(NCA) was a significant
omission and that the
NCA officials were not
even investigated.

Furthermore, the peti-
tions claimed that the
prosecution had failed
to present complete
evidence and the con-
viction was rushed. The
petitions requested that
the conviction be sus-
pended and that Imran
Khan and Bushra Bibi
be granted bail until the
final decision on their
appeal.

petitions assured the
court that the accused
would be present at
every hearing of the
appeal after the suspen-
sion of their conviction.

UAE Cybersecurity Council launching country’s | National Party Senator calls federal

first-ever Cybersecurity Excellence Awards

ABU DHABI, Apr 14 (Agen-
cies): UAE Government Cyber-
security Council has announced
the launch of nation’s Cyberse-
curity Awards & Recognition
Programme, a pioneering initia-
tive set to establish new bench-
marks for recognising achieve-
ments in digital security.

This first-of-its-kind pro-
gramme, scheduled for launch
in the coming months, will
create a competitive platform for
organisations, enterprises, and
innovators to showcase their
contributions to cybersecurity
advancement.

The nation’s first-ever Cyber-
security Excellence Awards,
designed to foster competition
among organisations, enterpris-
es, and innovative individuals in
the field of cybersecurity. This
programme aims to stimulate
creative talent, reinforce the
UAE'’s regional and global lead-
ership in cybersecurity, promote
sector collaboration, and recog-
nise outstanding achievements
in digital security.

This initiative seeks to high-
light best practices, innovative
models, and success stories
while demonstrating their prac-
tical applications in an era of
rapid cybersecurity evolution.
As cybersecurity has become
a cornerstone of sustainable
growth, innovation, and resil-
ience across all sectors, UAE
Cybersecurity Council views this
awards programme as a critical
step in honouring industry pio-
neers and cultivating a culture
of excellence, creativity, and
competitive leadership in digital
security sectors.

The award, established under
the visionary directives of
the UAE’s astute leadership,
reflects their unwavering com-
mitment to elevating the nation’s
stature in the digital realm. As
the first initiative of its kind in
the UAE, it marks a pioneering
step toward spotlighting exem-
plary practices and showcasing
innovative, successful models in
cybersecurity.

It serves as a vital platform
to demonstrate how these
advancements can be effec-
tively harnessed across diverse
sectors, reinforcing the UAE
Cybersecurity Council’s dedi-
cation to cultivating a culture
of ingenuity and excellence
in tackling both emerging and
evolving digital threats.

This initiative aligns with the
UAE’s broader vision to encour-
age proactive measures to
mitigate cyber risks, spotlight
pioneering innovations and
success stories in cybersecu-
rity, and strengthen cross-sector
awareness, resilience, and col-
laboration.

Mohammed Al-Kuwaiti, Head
of UAE Cybersecurity, high-
lighted the significance of the
initiative, “The Cybersecurity
Excellence Awards represent
a continuation of our ongoing
efforts to nurture talent and
foster the development of inno-
vative digital solutions to combat
cyber threats. By recognising

excellence at both individual
and institutional levels, we'’re
not just celebrating achieve-
ments - we're also inspiring the
next generation of cybersecurity
experts to redefine the boundar-
ies of digital security.”

The award also aims to cel-
ebrate and honour exceptional
projects and groundbreaking,
innovative concepts in cyber-
security. It strives to bolster the
capacity of institutions, corpo-
rations, and individuals to cul-
tivate a dynamic, competitive,
and motivating ecosystem that
encourages the exploration of
uncharted territories, fosters
leadership and excellence, and
plays a pivotal role in securing
a safe, resilient, and sustainable
digital future for all.

The awards ceremony will
be held on 18th June 2025 at
Space42 Arena in Abu Dhabi.
Further details, including award
categories, nomination criteria,
and related updates, will be
announced shortly.

10 terrorists, including two Sikh men, arrested
in Pakistan’s Punjab

LAHORE, Apr 14 (Agencies): Two Sikhs
are among 10 terrorists arrested by the law
enforcers in Pakistan’s Punjab province,

police said on Monday.

According to a spokesperson of the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Department (CTD) of Punjab
police, it foiled a major terrorist plan by
arresting 10 terrorists during operations in

different areas of Punjab.

“Among the arrested terrorists are two
Pakistani Sikhs — Suraj Singh and Badal
Singh. Both Sikhs have been arrested from
Rawalpindi. They hail from Nankana Sahib

district of Punjab and are active members of
Jaey Sindh Muttahida Mahaz, a separatist
political party advocating separation of Sindh
province from Pakistan.”

The spokesperson further said it conducted
189 intelligence-based operations in different
districts of the province last week and arrest-
ed the 10 terrorists and recovered weapons,
explosives and other prohibited materials.

He said the other eight arrested terrorists
are from banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP). “The terrorists had planned to target
important buildings in Rawalpindi and other
cities of Punjab,” he said and added that nine
separate cases have been registered against
the arrested terrorists and further investiga-

tion is underway.

govt’s attitude towards Balochistan’s
issues “negative, non-serious”

-~

ISLAMABAD, Apr 14
(Agencies): National
Party Senator Jan
Mohammad Buledi has
criticised the federal
government’s attitude
towards Balochistan
issues, describing it as
“negative and non-seri-
ous,” Dawn reported.
He stated that the fed-
eral government has
made no serious efforts
to defuse the grave situ-
ation in the province.

In his remarks at a
seminar on the Balo-
chistan issue at the
Lahore Press Club,
Buledi said the province
has been the recipient
of apathy and an unjust
attitude from the fed-
eral government since
the very beginning,
escalating the sense of
deprivation among its
people.

Jan Mohammad Buledi
said the federal gov-
ernment has adopted
a colonial approach to
deal with Balochistan’s

people and their rights
since the creation of
Pakistan despite the
political, national and
economic rights of the
people of Balochistan
being guaranteed by the
constitution.

He said, “Over the
past 77 years, instead
of addressing these
issues, the rights of the
people of Balochistan
have been consistently
ignored, and the colo-
nial mindset continues
to this day.” Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman Shami, Imtiaz
Alam and others also
expressed their views
on the Balochistan
issues, Dawn reported.

The NP leader noted
that the issues of Balo-
chistan had become
complex over the years.
However, the rulers
were not willing to rec-
ognise the national and
political rights of the
people of Balochistan.

He said that Pakistan’s
rulers speak about Balo-

chistan’s resources
during conferences held
in Islamabad to sell the
minerals of the province
at throwaway prices in
the global market with-
out consulting Baloch
people and their leader-
ship and ignoring their
economic interests,
Dawn reported.

The NP leader said,
“Islamabad is interest-
ed only in Balochistan’s
resources, but it has
no concern or interest
for the impoverished
people of the province.”

He further said that
the results of the digital
census in Balochistan
were rejected as the
population was falsely
recorded as eight mil-
lion. He said the gov-
ernment was not ready
to accept the population
of half of Pakistan, fear-
ing it would raise Balo-
chistan’s representation
and share in different
institutions.

He said, “Pakistan’s
major political parties
and the powerful estab-
lishment have learned
nothing from past mis-
takes. Major political
parties of the country
constantly make com-
promises on the rights of
the people for the sake
of getting power, sidelin-
ing national and public
interests to accept tem-
porary perks and privi-
leges.”
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JKPDP pays rich floral tributes to Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar on his birth anniversary

Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 14:
Senior PDP leaders
Narinder Sharma and
Karan Singh along with
other prominent leaders
and workers today paid
rich floral tributes to Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar on
his birth anniversary at
Panchayat Kotli Shah
Doula, RS Pura con-
stituency.

Popularly known as
one of the architects
of India constitution,
Narinder paying tributes
said that born into a poor
Dalit family on April 14,
1891, BR Ambedkar
was independent India’s
first Law Minister, the
principal architect of
the Indian Constitution
and a founding father
of the Republic of India.
He also campaigned
against the social dis-
crimination of Dalits and
inspired the Dalit Bud-
dhist Movement in 1956.
He was was awarded
the Bharat Ratna post-
humously in 1990, said
Narinder.

Narinder further said

that our nation’s icon and
Chief Architect of the
Constitution, he strived
for a society based on
justice and equity. Let us
all take inspiration from
his vision and values,
and resolve to imbibe
his ideals in our lives,”
he said.

The champion of social
justice will always be
remembered for his
untiring efforts to eman-
cipate the underprivi-
leged and downtrod-
den.” His work & life are
reflected in the robust
transformational Consti-
tution & strong democ-
racy we have.

In his words, “Our
Constitution is not
only a political or legal
document but also an
emotional, cultural and
social contract, added
Narinder.

Narinder, while paying
floral tributes to Baba
Sahib, said that he
devoted himself towards
the cause of freedom of
India from British and at
the same time he fought
bravely for inducing
“Samrasta” in the soci-

ety.

He said that Baba
Sahib will remain as a
source of inspiration to
all of us for centuries
and India can never
forget his great contribu-
tions.Baba Sahib used
his education to spear-
head the cause of equal-
ity, fraternity and liberty
and everybody should
follow his example.

The great legal lumi-
nary has left an indelible
mark by his remarkable
service to the nation
and ameliorating the
lot of down trodden and
weaker segments of the

society, added Narinder.

Karan Singh while
remembering Dr
Ambedkar, said that
Baba Sahib was not just
a dalit leader but a true
visionary who dared to
re-imagine and re-cast
social relations and its
structures of hierarchy
into a more democratic
and progressive system.

He said the best
homage can be paid to
Baba Sahib by respect-
ing our constitution and
implementing it in true
spirit.

He said Ambedkar’s
vision of democracy

and equality was closely
related to good society,
rationality and the scien-
tific outlook.

He said his contribu-
tion to nation is immense
as he was a great votary
of creating a class less
society.

He said that Dr Ambed-
kar had sent a message
that oppression and dis-
crimination in the society
will not end magically.
He believed that it had
to be defeated through
democratic struggle and
participating in parlia-
mentary democracy.

NSS Units of GGM Science College celebrates
Dr. Ambedkar’s Birth Anniversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: The
NSS Units of Govern-
ment Gandhi Memorial
(GGM) Science College,
Jammu, celebrated the

birth anniversary of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar with
great reverence and
enthusiasm. Marking
the occasion, around
50 NSS volunteers paid
a heartfelt floral tribute

at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Chowk, near the Rail-
way Station, Jammu,
as part of a week-long
series of events com-
memorating the chief
architect of the Indian

Constitution.

The tribute ceremony
was a highlight of the
week’'s commemora-
tive activities, which
included a quiz compe-
tition centered around
Dr. Ambedkar’s life and
legacy, as well as the
administration of the
Constitution Pledge to
promote constitutional
values among students.
The floral offering served
as a symbolic gesture
of respect and grati-
tude for Dr. Ambedkar’s
enduring contributions
to Indian society, par-
ticularly in the spheres
of social justice, legal
reform, and education.

Dr. Romesh Kumar
Gupta, Principal of GGM
Science College, while
speaking on the occa-
sion lauded the efforts of
the NSS volunteers and
emphasized the need
to uphold the ideals of
equality, liberty, and fra-

ternity that Dr. Ambedkar
championed. He urged
students to imbibe these
principles in their every-
day lives and continue
striving for an inclusive
and just society.

NSS Programme
Officers Dr. Rahul Kait
and Dr. Neha Sharma
accompanied the volun-
teers during the tribute.
T

he students raised
patriotic and inspiration-
al slogans and also par-
ticipated in various cul-
tural activities, reflecting
their deep commitment
to community service
and national values.

The event concluded
with a renewed pledge
by the volunteers to
continue spreading Dr.
Ambedkar’'s message
of social empower-
ment and constitutional
awareness among their
peers and the commu-
nity.

Shri Nandraaz Temple Trust Ashmuji
holds two-day Maha Yagya with devotion

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: In a heartwarming
display of faith and unity, the displaced
Kashmiri Pandit community organized
a two-day Maha Yagya in honor of Shri
Nandraaz ji (Nundkeshwar Bhairav),
seeking blessings for the welfare of
Sanatan Dharma and invoking divine
grace for peace, progress, and pros-
perity.

The spiritual gathering, held at Swami
Mahesh Bharti Ashram, Lower Roop-
nagar, was organized by the Shri Nan-
draaz Prabandik Trust Ashmuji. Com-
mencing on Purnamashi and culminat-
ing on the sacred festival of Baisakhi,
the Yagya coincided with the advent of
the Vaishak month, marking an auspi-
cious beginning in the Hindu calendar.

Over 300 members of the village Bha-
radari—along with their families and
even married daughters—gathered in
soulful togetherness, partaking in the
Navidham bhooj with devotional fervor.
The Yagya was presided over by Guru
Shri Pran Nath Ji, whose chants, along
with the melodious echo of mantras
and shlokas, created an atmosphere
of divine resonance.

The spiritual glow of the event was fur-
ther deepened by a captivating Bhajan
Sandhya, orchestrated by the Shri Hari
Kirtan Adhyatmik Jagriti Mission under
the leadership of Dr. J.N. Raina. Devo-
tional songs rendered by Basant Ji and
Shuban Raina Ji stirred the hearts of
devotees, drawing them into a collective
spiritual trance of rhythmic claps, soulful
singing, and joyful dance.

As symbols of divine remembrance,
postcard pictures of Nandraaz and
Mata Shiva Bhagwati were lovingly dis-
tributed, along with Athoor, Atigut, and
fruits especially offered to the village
daughters. Juice packs were distributed
among devotees in collaboration with
Dabur India Ltd, courtesy of the Social
Reform and Charitable Organization,
reflecting the spirit of service that flowed
through the event.

The committee, led by Ramesh Bhat,

also took a historic decision to initiate
construction of a temple and Bhawan
dedicated to Nandraaz, taking a for-
ward step in preserving their cultural
and spiritual legacy.

General Secretary Sanjay Bhat
expressed heartfelt gratitude to the
Bharadari for their unwavering support
and reaffirmed the Trust's commitment
to the mission of revival and service.

The event’s success was made pos-
sible through the untiring efforts of
dedicated volunteers and office bear-
ers including Mahesh Pandita, Suresh
Pandita, Sunil Bhat, Roop Krishen Bhat,
Chuni Lal Ji, Sandeep Koul, Ashok Bhat
Ji, and many others—each playing a
part in weaving this beautiful tapestry
of devotion.

As the flames of the sacred fire rose
and the chants of the faithful echoed
into the twilight of Baisakhi, the Maha
Yagya concluded with sanctity and
hope, rekindling a spiritual spark in the
hearts of all who gathered—carrying
forward the light of Shri Nandraaz Ji into
the days to come.

Simran Kaith felicitated for

exhibiting wonderful painting

Top News Report

R.S.PURA, Apr 14: In
a brief function held at
Gegian today, Simran
Kaith was felicitated
with a medal for exhibit-

ing wonderful paintings.

All present on the
occasion were mes-
merised by seeing her
paintings and said to
Simran, “You are going
to have a big future if

you keep on painting
like this”. They congrat-
ulated Simran and her
parents for this remark-
able achievement, and
wished her all the best
for future.
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Lieutenant Gover-
nor inaugurates
Manufacturing Unit
of Superior Poly-
mers India Private
Limited at Kathua

Narendra Modi and Hon’ble
Home Minister Shri Amit Shah, we
are committed to the advancement
of the industrial sector in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“We have ensured a workforce
prepared for industrial jobs. We
have empowered marginalized
sections of the society to broaden
the skilled workforce. Our Han-
dloom and Handicraft exports
surged after building the industrial
ecosystem,” the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said.

He said, the progressive Indus-
trial Policy and several key inter-
ventions in the last few years have
strengthened investors’ confidence
in the UT of J&K and attracted pri-
vate investment.

“We have been successful in cre-
ating a conducive environment for
the growth of industries, enabling
overall development. Our efforts
are now yielding positive dividends
with many industrial units started
their operations and many more
investment proposals are in the
pipeline,” the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said.

The unit set up with an invest-

ment of Rs 75 crore will generate
hundreds of employment oppor-
tunities.

Shri Vikramjit Singh, Commis-
sioner Secretary Industries and
Commerce Department; Dr Arun
Kumar Manhas, Director, Indus-
tries & Commerce, Jammu; Shri
Pradeep Agrawal Chairman,
Superior Group of Industries;
Shri Vishal Agrawal, Vice Chair-
man, Shri Ashish Sethi, CEO, Dr
Sunil Kumar Mishra, Chief Human
Resource Officer, and other mem-
bers of Superior Group of Indus-
tries and Superior Polymer India
Private Limited were present.

Shri Rakesh Minhas, Deputy
Commissioner Kathua along with
other officials also joined through
virtual mode.

CM Omar
Abdullah pays
tribute to BR
Ambedkar on
his birth anni-
versary

#AmbedkarJayanti, we honour
the torchbearer of equality and
justice.”

“May his legacy continue to
guide our path forward.” the post
reads.

for pilgrims after
winter in Kishtwar

Padder-Nagseni Sunil Sharma
and Kishtwar deputy commis-
sioner Rajesh Kumar Shavan, the
officials said.

During his visit, the divisional
commissioner took a comprehen-
sive review of the arrangements
being made for the smooth and
safe conduct of the annual Yatra.

The review included assessment
of security protocols, provision of
electricity, water supply, sanitation,
accommodation, transportation,
and healthcare facilities for the
convenience of the visiting devo-
tees, the officials said.

Deputy commissioner Shavan
apprised the divisional commis-
sioner about the arrangements
being made by the civil and police
administrations, besides the local
stakeholders, to ensure a smooth
and coordinated pilgrimage experi-
ence for the visiting devotees.

The Shree Machail Mata Yatra
draws lakhs of devotees from
across the country every year, the
officials said.

The district administration has
appealed to all the pilgrims to
adhere to the guidelines and safety
instructions issued in the interest
of their health and well-being, the
officials said.

Ex-armyman who
killed wife arrest-

ed 20 years after
jumping parole

him. Inputs suggested his pres-
ence in Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh
and later near his village in Sidhi,
Madhya Pradesh. The team con-
ducted ground-level verification
and finally apprehended him,”
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Crime Branch) Aditya Gautam
said.

During interrogation, Tiwari
revealed that he was constantly
on the move, working as a driver in
various cities and ensuring no digi-
tal or financial trail was left behind.
He also admitted to remarrying
and now has four children from
his second marriage, police added.

ICG and Gujarat
ATS seize 300 ky
narcotics worth Rs
1,800 cr near Guja-
rat coast

towards the IMBL. The alert ICG
ship deployed its sea boat immedi-
ately for recovery of the jettisoned
consignment whilst commencing a
hot chase of the suspect boat,” the
statement said.

The proximity of IMBL and the
initial separation between the ICG
ship and the boat at the time of
its detection helped the perpetra-
tor to evade interception before

it crossed over the IMBL within a
short time. The cross over resulted
in termination of the hot chase and
precluded the ICG ship to appre-
hend the suspect boat.

Meanwhile, the ICG team in a
sea-boat, after thorough search in
the tough night conditions, recov-
ered the sizable amount of narcot-
ics that was dumped into the sea.

The seized narcotics have been
brought to Porbandar by the ICG
ship for further investigations. The
jointness of ICG and Gujarat ATS,
which has led to 13 such success-
ful law enforcement operations in
recent years reaffirms the synergy
for national objectives.

Punjah-horn surgeon, 3
family membhers killed
in US plane crash

border with Massachusetts State.

Saini immigrated to the US with
her parents and received her medi-
cal degree from the University of
Pittsburgh where she met her hus-
band, Michael Groff, who was a
neurosurgeon.

According to the website of her
medical practice in Boston, Saini
was a urogynecologist and female
pelvic reconstructive surgeon.

The family statement said that
Groff was “an experienced pilot
who fell in love with flying after
being taught by his father at the
age of 16.”

Their daughter Karenna Groff
was a medical student, and her
partner James Santoro, an invest-

ment banker who planned to pro-
pose marriage soon, died in the
crash, the family statement said.

Jared Groff, their son, and his
partner, Alexia Couyutas Duarte,
a law student, were also killed.

Saini and Groff are survived by
another daughter of the couple,
Anika, and Saini’s mother, Kuljit
Singh, according to the family.

This was the second crash in the
US in three days.

This incident follows Friday’s
crash in South Florida, where a
Cessna 310 aircraft went down
near Boca Raton, killing all three
people onboard.

A sightseeing helicopter with a
family of five from Spain crashed
in the Hudson River off Manhattan
on Thursday, killing them and the
pilot.

Two critically injured
inroad accident in
Srinagar

The incident occurred at the fly-
over near All India Radio Kashmir,
Srinagar, where two motorcycles
reportedly collided with each other.

The injured have been identified
as: Abrar Ali, age 25, son of Gh. Ali,
resident of Balhama.

Irfan, age 32, son of Mushtaq
Ahmad, resident of Khrew Shar.

Authorities are investigating the
circumstances surrounding the
collision. The prompt action of the
Dial 112 unit played a crucial role
in ensuring both victims received
immediate medical attention.
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MAJK targets to prepare at least 3 sport

climbers of J&K for 20th Asian Games

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Moun-
taineering Association
of J&K has set an ambi-
tious target of preparing
at least 3 sport climbers
of J&K for selection in
the Indian Sport Climb-
ing team for participation
in the next year’s 20th
Asian Games to be held
at Aichi and Nagoya in
Japan from 19th Sep-
tember to October, 2026.
Itis a matter ofimmense
pride for Mountaineer-
ing Association of J&K
that one of its climb-
ers Shivani Charak,
an international sport
climber, has the unique
distinction of being the
first ever and the only
female athlete of J&K to
participate in any Asian
Games during the last
78 years, he said.

This was announced
by Ram Khajuria, Sr.
Vice President of the
Association while high-
lighting the detail of the
activities included in the
Calender of Activities for

the year 2025-26 which
was released in a very
impressive function at
Press Club of Jammu.
The Chief Guest on
the occasion Anil Gos-
wami, former Home
Secretary of India along
with Ashwani Sharma,
former MLA, Padma
Shri Awardee Prof Lalit
Magotra, President,
Dogri Sanstha, Jammu;
Sumit Khajuria, Vice
President; Shawetica
Khajuria, General Sec-
retary of Mountaineer-
ing Association of J&K;
Vivek Chauhan , Patron
of District Mountaineer-
ing Association Jammu;
Sanjeev Gupta, Patron
of District Mountaineer-
ing Association, Samba;
Jameel Mustaffa from
Pulwama,Arti Sharma,
Sr. Vice President,
Mridhu Padha, Vice
President and Sonam
Sidharth , General Sec-
retary of Tawi Trekkers
J&K and senior mem-
bers Navneet Gupta,
Binder Pal Singh
and Sunil Chakharia

released the Calendar in
the presence of heads of
various institutions and
members of the Asso-
ciation and affiliated
clubs.

Highlighting the activi-
ties to be undertaken by
the Association and its
affiliated District Moun-
taineering Associations
and adventure clubs this
year Sr. Vice President
of the Association Ram
Khajuria mentioned
that the highlight of this
year’s major activity
shall be a prestigious
multi peak Mountain-
eering Expedition in
Ladakh in which the
team would attempt five
peaks. Besides some
other small mountain-
eering expeditions shall
be conducted by the
affiliated district asso-
ciations.

Another important
activity of the Associa-
tionwouldbea U T level
Sport Climbing Champi-
onship for Visually chal-
lenged climbers at Sport
Climbing Wall in Sprawl-

ing Buds ICSE School,
Bantalab in October,
2025.

The Association has
also planned to host the
North Zone Sport Climb-
ing Championship at
Jammu subject to avail-
ability of Sport Climbing
Wall at MA Stadium and
allotment of the cham-
pionship to the Associa-
tion by Indian Mountain-
eering Foundation, New
Delhi.

Further, the Associa-
tion shall organize16
District Sport Climb-
ing Competitions, a UT
Championship besides
participation in the Zonal
and National Competi-
tions.

Nine trekking expe-
ditions, a specialised
training camp for Shivani
Charak under a National
coach, 4 preparatory
camps before participa-
tion of the U T team in
the Zonal and National
climbing competitions
besides a camp for
beginners shall also be
conducted. To spot the
talent at the grass root
level the Association
aims to train about 1000
sport climbers by orga-
nizing coaching cum
competitions for school
students throughout the
year.

While releasing the
Calendar of Activities
the Chief Guest Anil
Goswami  hoped that
this year our climb-
ers would bring more
laurels to the U T in all
the forthcoming Sport

Climbing Competitions.
He also congratulated
Shivani Charak for her
splendid achievements
and promised her all
possible facilities for
her full preparation for
the Asian Games-2026.
The Presiding Guest
Ashwani Sharma asked
the sports Council for
early completion of the
Sport Climbing Wall at
M A Stadium, Jammu
so that our climbers can
undergo training and
coaching at Jammuin-
stead of outside J&K.
He hoped that with the
commissioning of the
climbing wall at Jammu
J&K is sure to become
a formidable force at the
national and internation-
al level.

Earlier, Sonam Sid-
hartha, an Executive
member of the Asso-
ciation highlighted the
achievements of the
Association during
the year 2024-25.
The function was very
ably anchored by Arti
Sharma, a senior
member of the Associa-
tion. Prof. Lalit Mago-
tra who was recently
conferred with Padma
Shri Award was also
felicitated on the occa-
sion. He was profusely
garlanded after being
presented a colourful
flower plant and a bou-
quet. The function con-
cluded with a delightful
tea party hosted by the
Association in honour of
Prof Lalit Magotra.

Fire Service Day observed with tribute and
renewed commitment to public safety

Top News Report

marked the beginning of the

“Har Ghar Fire Fighter” cam-

include a fire safety documen-

Late Rifleman Ajaz Shaurya
Chakra Volleyball Tournament
organised at Malut

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Apr 14: The
Indian Army organized
a Volleyball Tournament
in Memory of Shaurya
Chakra Awardee Late
Rifleman Ajaz, a brave-
heart who laid down his
life while fighting insur-
gents in Assam in the
service of the nation.

The tournament was
conducted at Malut,
Rajouri, in which a total
of 8 teams from villages

in Darhal block partici-
pated. The final match
was conducted with the
volleyball team, Dudaj
emerging as winners
and volleyball team,
Darhal emerging as run-
ners up.

The initiative was
aimed at promoting
sportsmanship and
healthy living among
youth and fostering
a spirit of discipline,
teamwork and physical
fitness, while also rais-

1st District Poonch
Kalarippayattu Championship
2025-26 concludes

ing awareness against
drug abuse.

Through active par-
ticipation and spirited
competition, the event
encouraged youth to
pursue sports as a pos-
itive and empowering
alternative to substance
abuse. The Indian
Army remains commit-
ted to nurturing young
talent and honoring
the legacy of its heroes
through such meaning-
ful engagements.

JAMMU, Apr 14: The Fire and
Emergency Services Depart-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir
today observed Fire Service
Day with heartfelt tributes and
renewed dedication to its life-
saving mission. The day com-
memorates the bravery of fire-
fighters, particularly in memory
of those who laid down their
lives during the 1944 Bombay
Dock Explosion.

The main ceremony took place
at the Fire & Emergency Ser-
vices Headquarters, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu, where senior
officers, jawans, and dignitar-
ies gathered in solemn remem-
brance. A wreath-laying cere-
mony at the Martyrs’ Memorial

event, followed by two minutes
of silence and a ceremonial
salute in honour of the fallen
heroes—firefighters who made
the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty.

Speaking on the occasion,
Alok Kumar, IPS (ADGP) and
Director of Fire and Emergen-
cy Services, highlighted the
department’s ongoing efforts
to build a safer society through
rapid emergency response and
continuous modernization. “Our
force is equipped and trained
to respond swiftly to any crisis,”
he remarked, “but our greater
mission is to cultivate a culture
of fire safety across the Union
Territory.” A significant highlight
of the day was the department’s

paign, launched in August 2022.
This initiative has empowered
citizens—especially students,
healthcare staff, and industrial
workers—to act as first respond-
ers during fire emergencies. As
of March 2025, the department
has conducted 7,551 aware-
ness programmes, covering
3,949 educational institutions,
1,057 healthcare facilities, and
2,555 establishments, training
over 8.23 lakh people in fire
safety, evacuation, and first aid.

The theme for this year’s Fire
Service Week (April 14-20),
“Unite to Ignite a Fire Safe
India,” underscores the shared
responsibility of citizens and
institutions in fire prevention.
Public engagement initiatives

tary, distribution of posters and
handbills, awareness lectures,
essay writing and painting
competitions, as well as health
check-ups and first aid training
sessions.

The Director called upon every
citizen to be vigilant, practice
basic safety measures, and
report fire hazards without delay.
“Our strength lies in unity,” he
said. “Together, we can prevent
fires before they start.”

Similar ceremonies were held
at Range Headquarters in Sri-
nagar and all District Command
Headquarters, where officers
paid floral tributes, reinforc-
ing the department’s enduring
commitment to its motto—"“We
Serve to Save.”

Bukhari voices concern over
reduction in private Hajj quota

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 14:
Apni Party President
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari has expressed
deep concern over the
reduction in the private
Hajj quota. He has
appealed to the Union
Minister of External
Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishan-
kar, and the Union Min-
ister for Minority Affairs,
Kiren Rijiju, to take
up the matter with the
Saudi government and
ensure that the decision
is reversed. Bukhari
wrote on his X handle:
“The reduction in Hajj
slots (private Hajj quota)
for Indian pilgrims, is a

matter of deep con-
cern, as it will deprive
thousands — approxi-
mately over 40,000 —
of deserving aspirants
of the opportunity to
undertake the sacred
pilgrimage this year.
Most of these aspirants
have already made pay-
ments in anticipation of
fulfilling their long-cher-
ished spiritual journey.”

He further added, ‘I
humbly request the Min-
ister of External Affairs,
@DrSJaishankar, and
the Minister of Minority
Affairs, @KirenRijiju, to
take up the matter with
the Saudi authorities to
seek a reversal of this
decision.”

DDC Member, Adv Dev Raj pay tribute
to Dr. Ambedkar on birth anniversary

Top News Report

R S PURA, Apr 14:
BJP DDC Member
Vidya Motton ,senior
BJP leader Adv Dev
Raj Sharma along with
prominent dignitaries
today paid floral tribute
to Dr. BR Ambedkar on
his birth anniversary at
Miran Sahib, RS Pura
constituency. Speaking
on the occasion Motton,
said, “This is a very spe-
cial day for all of us. It's
the birth anniversary of
Dr. BR Ambedkar, who
is the architect of our
constitution and who
brought about a com-
plete social transfor-
mation. His message
continues to be as valid
today as it was when he
was drafting the Indian
Constitution.”

Motton exhorted the
present day politicians
should emulate the ide-
ology of Ambedkar for
the economic uplift of

the downtrodden and
underprivileged in soci-
ety. She said PM Modi
Govt has implemented
several schemes for the
empowerment of SCs
and STs in the country
during its 10 year rule.
The BJP-led NDA Gov-
ernment at the Centre
has done a lot for wel-
fare of Dalits during its
10-month rule, she said.
She recalled the contri-
butions of Ambedkar for
the uplift of the down-
trodden. As long as
there was discrimination
and injustice against the
downtrodden in society,
the life and fighting of
Ambedkar would con-
tinue to inspire people to
fight against all sorts of
discrimination, Motton
added.

Adv Dev Raj Sharma
paying his respects
to the father of Indian
Constitution said that ,
it is time to reaffirm the
ideals of liberty, equality,

fraternity and justice,
which he truly champi-
oned. Social transfor-
mation is the founda-
tion for any progress.

I, Gourav Dogra, S/o
Sh. Balak Ram, R/o
Jambal (Bhatyari),
Tehsil Dansal, District
Jammu, have clarified
my wife Smt. Neenu
Devi gave birth to a
daughter Mehak Devi
on 27/04/2018 at home,
a daughter Manvi Devi
on 09/11/2020 and a
son Harash Dogra on
04/06/2022 at PHC
Dansal. | am applying
for the Date of Birth
(D.O.B.) Certificates
for my children, whose
births have not been
registered with any
Birth/Death Registra-
tion Office. Objection
if any may be conveyed
to concerned authority
with 7 days of publica-
tion of this notice

 NOTICE |

Top News Report

POONCH, Apr 14:
The first district Poonch
kalarippayattu Cham-
pionship 2025-26 con-
cluded on a high note at
the Indoor Sports Com-
plex, Poonch.

The championship wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from around
100 athletes represent-
ing different schools of
Poonch, showcasing
their exceptional skills
and competitive spirit.

The event was orga-
nized by the District
Poonch Kalarippayattu
Association with the
aim of promoting Kalar-
ippayattu in the region
and providing a platform
for young athletes to
excel in the sport.

The valedictory func-
tion was graced by
Rajesh Raina (Ex

BJP President Dis-
trict Poonch,) as the
Chief Guest. Irshad
Azam (Principal Hackia
International School),
attended as the Guest
of Honour. Other
esteemed dignitaries
present included Saad
Chouhan, Anil Sharma,
Pervaiz Malik Afridi (
Senior Cricket Coach
District Poonch),as spe-
cial guests .

And Rudrakshit Gupta
( Exicutive Member
Kalarippayattu Associa-
tion of J&K) as special
Invitee and observer of
the Championship.

The championship was
held under the technical
supervision of Abhay
Raina Secretary (District
Poonch Kalarippayattu
Championship), with
the assistance of Ashiq
Hussain. Their expertise
and leadership ensured

the smooth execution of
the event.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rajesh Raina
sir praised the efforts
of the District Poonch
Kalarippayattu Asso-
ciation in promoting the
sport and providing a
competitive platform for
young athletes. He also
encouraged participants
to continue their dedica-
tion to sports and bring
laurels to the region.

The championship
concluded with medal
distribution and recog-
nition of outstanding
performances by the
athletes.

The District Poonch
Kalarippayattu Asso-
ciation expressed grati-
tude to all participants,
coaches, and officials
for their contributions
towards making the
event a grand success.

Ace golfer Lt. Col. Deepak Sirohi
scores hole-in one at JTGC

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Lt.
Col. Deepak Sirohi an
ace golfer from Jammu,
on Monday scored a
hole-in-one during trot-
terz Cup 2025 Golf Tour-
nament at Jammu Tawi
Golf Course (JTGC).

Lt. Col. Deepak Sirohi
is the 13th ace golfer
of this golf course who
made a hole-in- one
shot during play at Hole
No: 13.

Scoring hole-in-one is
a great achievement for
the player which added
one more feather in his
cap.

In golf, hole-in-one
commonly occurs on
Par 3 holes when a ball
hit from a Tee to start
and finishes at a hole in

a cup. Expressing deep
joy and pleasure, Sec-
retary, Jammu Tawi Golf
Course, Manav Gupta
on behalf of Manage-

ment of JTGC and its
member congratulated
Lt. Col. Deepak Sirohii
and wished him all the
success in his future life.
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Desnerate GSK look to arrest steep slide against LSG

CSK have never lost five games in a row, including unprecedented three at Chepauk,

LUCKNOW, Apr 14 (Agen-
cies): Chennai Super Kings
have never experienced a
worse phase in the Indian Pre-
mier League and their falter-
ing batters will have to deliver
to arrest their steep slide in
a must-win game against an
upbeat Lucknow Super Giants
here on Monday.

CSK have never lost five
games in a row, including an
unprecedented three at the
Chepauk, their proverbial for-
tress. Ifthere is anyone that can
get CSK out of the doldrums, it
is MS Dhoni but even his return
to captaincy following Ruturaj
Gaikwad’s injury could did not
turn their fortunes in their previ-
ous outing on Friday.

Considering their struggles
against spinners at home, the
batters would not mind play-
ing an away game in a desper-
ate attempt to find form. The
absence of their best batter,
Gaikwad, thus makes their
comeback bid all the more dif-
ficult.

CSK have been accused of
sheltering players past their
prime in the past and those
questions have expectedly
resurfaced after a record losing
streak. The lack of power-hitters
in their squad has also become
a talking point with Dhoni him-
self conceding that even target-
ing 60 runs in the powerplay is a
tad too ambitious for them.

Openers Rachin Ravindra and
Devon Conway are two fine bat-

their proverbial fortress

ters but expecting them to go
hammer and tongs from ball one
goes against their style of play.

Rahul Tripathi, coming in
place of Gaikwad at three, will
be under immense pressure to
perform. The team also needs
to get more out of veteran all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja.

Shivam Dube needs more
support on the power-hitting
front and best placed to do that
is Dhoni himself but his constant
change of batting position, the
last outing was at no.9, makes
the task tougher for the World
Cup winning skipper.

After the last game, CSK bat-
ting coach Mike Hussey said
that his team is not going to
throw in the towel just yet.

“| still think we’ve got the right
players. There’s a lot of talk
about the style of our play. But
the players we’ve got, we don’t
want to ask them to play in a
completely different way; that’s
natural to them,” said Hussey

after the loss to KKR.

Their opponents, LSG, will be
looking for their fourth win on the
trot having gained some much-
needed consistency in a tourna-
ment of fine margins.

Their bowling was their weak-
est link at the start of the com-
petition with injuries to main
pacers but it was the bowlers
who helped them tide over Guja-
rat Titans here on Saturday.

It was remarkable how the
likes of Avesh Khan, Ravi Bish-
noi and Shardul Thakur were
able to stem the flow of runs at
the back end of Titans’ innings
after a flying start from the oppo-
sition.

The Lucknow pitch, tradition-
ally slow, has been better for
batting and that is suiting the
likes of Nicholas Pooran, who
is striking the ball as cleanly as
ever.

The absence of Mitchell Marsh
at the top of the order allowed
Rishabh Pant to open alongside

an in-form Aiden Markram on
Saturday.

Short of runs, Pant did alright
at the top of the order but will he
give himself more opportunities
as an opener following Marsh'’s
return?

The Australian has been one
of their best batters thus far,
making Pant’s promotion to the
top trickier.

Squads:

Lucknow Super Giants:
Rishabh Pant (c&wk), David
Miller, Aiden Markram, Aryan
Juyal (wk), Himmat Singh,
Matthew Breetzke, Nicholas
Pooran (wk), Mitchell Marsh,
Abdul Samad, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Yuvraj Chaudhary, Rajvardhan
Hangargekar, Arshin Kulkarni,
Ayush Badoni, Shardul Thakur,
Avesh Khan, Akash Deep,
Manimaran Siddharth, Digvesh
Rathi, Akash Singh, Shamar
Joseph, Prince Yadav, Mayank
Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi.

Chennai Super Kings: Ruturaj
Gaikwad ©, MS Dhoni, Ravindra
Jadeja, Shivam Dube, Mathee-
sha Pathirana, Noor Ahmad,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Devon
Conway, Syed Khaleel Ahmed,
Rachin Ravindra, Rahul Tripa-
thi, Vijay Shankar, Sam Curran,
Shaik Rashid, Anshul Kamboj,
Mukesh Choudhary, Deepak
Hooda, Gurjanpreet Singh,
Nathan Ellis, Jamie Overton,
Kamlesh Nagarkoti, Ramak-
rishnan Ghosh, Shreyas Gopal,
Vansh Bedi, Andre Siddarth.

MI end Delhi’s unbeaten
run with thrilling win

CHENNAI, Apr 14
(Agencies): Delhi Capi-
tals suffered their first
defeat of the new Indian
Premier League season
after Mumbai Indians
eked out a 12-run vic-
tory to rekindle their
fading hopes of making
the playoffs.

Karun Nair led Delhi’'s
pursuit of 206 with a
scintillating 89 but once
he departed, the wheels
came off their innings
and the Capitals were
all out for 193 — losing
their last three wickets
to a hat-trick of run-outs
in a bizarre finish.

Delhi, who had won
four matches in a row,
are now behind table-
toppers Guijarat Titans
on run rate, though the

Capitals have played
one match fewer. Five-
time champions Mumbai
climbed to seventh
place after their second
win in six matches.
Earlier, former captain
Rohit Sharma’s lean
run continued but Tilak
Varma’s breezy half-
century provided the
bedrock of Mumbai’s
strong 205/5 after being
putin to bat. Mumbai lost
Rohit (18) in the power-
play but Ryan Rickelton
(41) and Suryakumar
Yadav (40) ensured they
did not completely sur-
render the momentum.
Delhi spinner Kul-
deep Yadav removed
both the batters but
Varma smashed 59 off
33 balls, three of which

went soaring over the
boundary rope, before
falling in the final over.
Naman Dhir made a
quickfire 38 not out as
Mumbai posted their
second 200-plus total
this season.

“Whenever | get the
chance | want to make
the most of it. | just want
to focus on my process
and the rest is not in my
hands,” said Ml spinner
Karn Sharma, who was
named the Player of the
Match.

Brief scores: Mumbai
Indians: 205/5 in 20
overs (Varma 59; Yadav
2/23, Nigam 2/41); Delhi
Capitals: 193 all out
in 19 overs (Nair 89;
Sharma 3/36, Santner
2/43).

Rough third day for Indian
origin trio at Masters; Mcllroy,
DeChambeau in title race

IPL 2025: Salt, Kohli power Royal Challengers
Bengaluru to 9-w1cket w1n over Rajasthan Royals

JAIPUR, Apr 14 (Agen- From there, Kohli Parag looked fluent

AUGUSTA, Apr 14 (Agencies): The
Indian-origin trio at the 89th Masters
had a rough day in the third round of the
Masters. After two of the three being in
Top-10 following the first round, two of
them Sahith Theegala and Aaron Rai
are ied-30th, while Akshay Bhatia was
T-52.

Sahith Theegala (73), dropped late
bogeys on the 14th and the 18th which
wiped out his two birdies on the 16th
and the 17th.

Debutant Aaron Rai suffered three
bogeys on the fourth, sixth and 10th,
but rallied superbly with four birdies in
a row from the 13th only to finish bogey-
bogey for a 73. Theegala and Rai were
both 1-over for 54 holes and Tied-30th.

Akshay Bhatia (75), who also joined
like Sahith, had two birdies against five
bogeys and was T-52.

Bhatia will play the final round with
former Masters winner Hideki Mat-
suyama as Rai and Theegala play
together.

Meanwhile, at Rory Mcllroy was all
set to take on Bryson DeChambeau in
a thriller that will mark the final round at
the 2025 Masters. If Mcllroy, who has
won four Majors, wins he will complete
a career Grand Slam and join Gene
Sarazen, Ben Hogan, Gary Player, Jack
Nicklaus and Tiger Woods in the elite
club.

A career Grand Slam is said to have
been achieved when a player has won
all Majors at least once.

This is the sixth time Mcllroy is hold-
ing the lead going into the final round

of a Major and the first time since at the
Masters since 2011, when as a 21-year-
old, he failed on the fourth day for an 80
and finished T-15.

The other four times he has held at
least a share of the lead after 54 holes,
Mcllroy has won.

The Northern Irishman (72-66-66)
shot a second straight 66 to get to
12-under, while DeChambeau (69-68-
69) shot a third straight round in the 60s
to get to 10-under.

Defending champion Scottie Schef-
fler (72) needs a big final round as he
is seven behind and in tied sixth place
with overnight leader Justin Rose (75),
Shane Lowry (72) and Jason Day (71).

Other stars in contention, albeit a little
distant, are Corey Conners of Canada
carded 70 to be third at 8-under. Past
Masters champion Patrick Reed (69)
was fourth at 6-under with Swede
Ludvig Aberg (69).

Mcllroy, who started the third day
two behind the 36-hole leader, Justin
Rose (73), opened with a sizzling
birdie-eagle-birdie run and then added
one more to go 5-under through six
holes. He faltered with bogeys on the
eighth and the tenth, before finding his
momentum a second time in the day
with a birdie on the 13th and a second
eagle on the 15th followed by a stream
of steady pars to get to 12-under.

DeChambeau, too, began superbly
with birdies on the first two holes, but
bogeys on the third, seventh and the
12th pushed him back though he again
closed with three birdies to be 10-under.

cies): Phil Salt’s explo-
sive 33-ball 65 laid the
foundation and Virat
Kohli’'s 100th T20 fifty
provided the finishing
touch as Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru
cruised to a dominant
nine-wicket win over
Rajasthan Royals in the
IPL here.

RCB’s decision to
bowl first paid off on a
surface that stayed low
and offered variable
bounce, even as rising
India opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal’s fluent 75 off
47 balls stood out in
Rajasthan Royals total
of 173/4.

On a slow, tacky Sawai
Mansingh Stadium pitch
where stroke-making
was far from easy, Salt’s
counterattack stunned
the hosts.

He smashed six sixes
and five fours in his fiery
innings, putting RR’s
bowlers under pressure
from the start.

His assault, followed
by Kohli’s ice-cool 62
not out off 45 balls (4x4,
2x6), helped RCB chase
down 174 with ease, fin-
ishing the job in just 17.3
overs.

This was RCB'’s fourth
win of the season—all

coming in away match-
es.

Salt signalled his intent
from the outset, top-edg-
ing Jofra Archer for a six
in the opening over and
also survived a close
Ibw shout.

He constantly shuffled
across the stumps to
access the leg-side and
raced to his second fifty
of the season in just
28 balls, bringing the
required target under
100 in the eighth over.

He had moments of
fortune along the way.
On 23, a powerful flick
ricocheted off Sandeep
Sharma’s outstretched
hand in a tough return
catch attempt.

Later, on 40, Jaiswal
dropped a sharp low
chance at cover, which
also offered a run-out
opportunity, but the
stumps weren’t hit. Salt

made the Royals pay
dearly for those lapses.

Meanwhile, Kohli was
happy to play second
fiddle, beginning cau-
tiously with just seven
off his first six balls.

He too had an early
life—a miscue off Sand-
eep’s slower ball was put
down by Riyan Parag
at mid-off, a straight-
forward chance. But
the RCB’s iconic batter
regrouped quickly and
settled into his anchor
role.

Together, the duo
stitched a 92-run open-
ing stand, with 65 runs
coming in the powerplay
alone, a phase that deci-
sively tilted the contest
RCB’s way.

Salt was eventually
dismissed for 65, bowled
by Kumar Kartikeya,
leaving RCB needing
just 82 from 68 balls.

took charge, pacing his
innings with 25 singles
and picking off the
boundaries with surgi-
cal precision.

He brought up his land-
mark 100th T20 fifty in
style, dancing down the
track to loft Wanindu
Hasaranga straight over
his head for a boundary.
That over, the 15th of
the innings, yielded 14
runs and brought the
equation down to 28 off
30 balls to seal the result
beyond doubt.

Kohli now has 100 fif-
ties and nine centuries
from 405 T20 matches.

Earlier, 23-year-old
Jaiswal struck 10 fours
and two sixes, han-
dling the sluggish track
with poise while others
around him struggled.

After seeing off a dis-
ciplined opening burst
from Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Josh Hazle-
wood, and Yash Dayal,
Jaiswal began to open
up in the fifth over with a
six and a four off Dayal.

He reached his second
fifty of the season in 35
balls and stitched a
56-run stand with Riyan
Parag (30 off 18) that
came in just 39 balls.

with a six and three
boundaries but couldn’t
capitalise on a life on 13,
when Dayal dropped a
regulation chance at
point.

He eventually fell to
Dayal’s cleverly dis-
guised back-of-the-hand
slower ball, miscuing it
to Kohli at short cover.

Sanju Samson (13 off
16) endured a scratchy
stay, bogged down by
seven dot balls and tight
bowling. He survived a
run-out chance early
on but was eventually
stumped after misjudg-
ing a low delivery from
Krunal Pandya.

Jaiswal kept the score-
board ticking with inven-
tive strokeplay, includ-
ing a lap and a reverse
sweep.

He even scooped
Hazlewood for a six over
fine leg before falling to
him in the same over,
missing a sweep and
getting trapped plumb
in front.

In the death overs,
Dhruv Jurel (35* off 23)
played a useful cameo
but took time to get
going, consuming sev-
eral dots early.

Hockey India announces 26-member Indlan Women’s squad for Australia tour

NEW DELHI, Apr 14 (Agen-
cies): Hockey India on Monday
announced a 26-member Indian
Women’s Hockey Team squad for
the upcoming tour of Australia,
scheduled to take place from April
26 to May 4 at the Perth Hockey
Stadium. The five-match series
will see India take on Australia A
in the first two games, followed by
three matches against the senior
Australian team.

The squad will be led by dynamic
midfielder Salima Tete, with expe-
rienced forward Navneet Kaur
serving as the vice-captain. The
tour will be a crucial preparatory
assignment ahead of the team’s
European leg of the FIH Pro
League 2024-25, set to be held
in June, as per the Hockey India
press release.

Seasoned goalkeeper Savita and
young talent Bichu Devi Kharibam
will share responsibilities between
the posts, providing a strong last
line of defence, Hockey India said.

Jyoti Singh, Ishika Chaudhary,
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Sujata Kujur, Suman Devi Thou-
dam, Jyoti, Ajmina Kujur, and
Sakshi Rana will feature in the
defensive lineup, reflecting a mix
of experience and promising young
talent.

In the midfield, captain Salima
Tete will marshal the centre with
support from Vaishnavi Vitthal
Phalke, Neha, Sharmila Devi,
Manisha Chauhan, Sunelita
Toppo, Mahima Tete, Pooja Yadav,
and Lalremsiami, bringing depth
and creativity to the side, Hockey
India said.

The forward line comprises of
Navneet Kaur, Deepika, Rutaja

Dadaso Pisal, Mumtaz Khan,
Baljeet Kaur, Deepika Soreng, and
Beauty Dungdung.

Notably, five players--Jyoti Singh,
Sujata Kujur, Ajmina Kujur, Pooja
Yadav, and Mahima Tete - have
earned a call-up to the senior
team and will be eager to make

their senior team debuts, an official
release read.

Sharing her thoughts on the
squad, Harendra Singh, Chief
Coach of the Indian Women’s
Hockey Team said, “This tour to
Australia is an important oppor-
tunity for us to test our skills and
strategies against top-level compe-
tition. We’ve selected a balanced
squad that combines experience
with fresh energy. It's great to see
young players earning their spots
through consistent performances
in national level tournaments and
senior camps. It will be exciting
to see how they adapt and rise to
the challenge at the international
level.”

Additionally, Bansari Solanki
(goalkeeper), Anjana Dundung
and Lalthantluangi (defenders),

Sakshi Shukla and Khaidem Shilei-
ma Chanu (midfielders), and Dipi
Monika Toppo and Sonam (for-
wards) have been named standby
players, it added.

“We've had a solid block of train-
ing at the national camp in Ben-
galuru, and the team is in good
shape--both mentally and physical-
ly. Playing against Australia A and
the Hockeyroos will help us fine-
tune our game before the Euro-
pean leg of the FIH Pro League.
We are in the process of strength-
ening key areas such as fitness,
decision-making, and building a
resilient mentality that allows us to
stay composed and competitive in
high-pressure situations. We aim
to maintain the fighting spirit we
showed in the Pro League recent-
ly,” Singh added.
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 ‘The ChatterBox’ celebrates

LOCAL

Ganesh Sharma’s sculpture “Synergy Of Soul”
installed at Eco-Vista at Raika Park

=

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14:
Ganesh Kumar Sharma
well known eminent
senior contempo-
rary internationally
acclaimed Sculptor’s art
work Sheesham Wood
Sculpture titled “Syner-
gy Of Souls” has been
Installed at” Eco - Vista”
a State - of - the - Art
Museum at Raika Park
Jammu.

The artist want to
express through this art
work the bond we share
with the mother earth.
This Sheesham Wood
Sculpture “Synergy of
Souls” depicts the con-
nection between the
human and nature at the
level of soul. It embod-
ies unity, harmony and
the essence of life i .e.
two faces - one spirit.

“Eco Vista” has been
developed as a state-
of-the art museum,

by the Department of
Ecology, Environment,
and Remote Sensing,
Jammu and Kashmir UT
and dedicated to show
casing the rich, diverse
and invaluable forest
treasures of Jammu.
Ganesh Kumar
Sharma senior Sculptor
son of the soil is working
for the promotion of art
and culture from more
than forty five years. On
the inauguration occa-
sion, Sh Javed Rana,

Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Trible
Affairs, Commissioner
Secretary, Forests,
Ecology and Environ-
ment, Sheetal Nanda
and Sh Suresh Kumar
Gupta ji, Principal Chief
Conservatior of Forests,
honored and very much
appreciated and praised
Ganesh Sharma for his
contributions to devel-
op the state - of - art
museum, “ Eco - Vista”.
Many senior dignitaries
of different departments
were also present on the
inauguration function.

It is to mention here
that Ganesh Kumar
Sharma has donated
his wonderful artistic
creativity, “Synergy of
Souls” to “Eco - Vista”
the state of the art
museum, Raika Park,
Jammu.

Ganesh Sharma
belongs to International
border village Sanoo-
ra of Samba district
presently residing at
Hiranagar of Kathua Dis-
trict, recipients of Gold -
Medal and Jammu and
Kashmir State Award,
J & K State Award by

Academy of Art, culture
and languages, National
Award by Govt. Of India,
two times Gold Medal-
ist from USA and have
achieved thousands
Awards and honors from
international and nation-
al art organizations from
India and abroad.

Sculptor Ganesh
Kumar Sharma works
in different mediums
like marvel stone, gran-
ite, terracotta, Kashmir
Devar stone, different
kinds of Woods, iron
scraps etc. His creative
art works are in perma-
nent collections of differ-
ent art galleries in India
and abroad. Mr. Ganesh
has organized success-
fully 25 solo shows of
his wonderful creations
at different parts of the
country and abroad on
line as well as physically.
He has participated in
thousands of art exhi-
bitions / art events/ art
competitions at National
and international levels.
More over Ganesh
Sharma’s articles and
art works are published
in national and inter-
national journals and
magazines.

Dr. Rajeev Bhagat pays tribute to Dr. BR Ambedkar,
celebrates ‘Samrasta Diwas’ in Bishnah

Top News Report

BISHNAH, Apr 14: Dr. Rajeev
Bhagat, MLA Bishnah, paid a
heartfelt floral tribute to Bharat
Ratna Dr. BR Ambedkar on his
134th birth anniversary.

The commemorative event,
held at Sant Shiromani Bhawan
Chak Avtara and Budh Vihar
Bishnah, was observed as
‘Samrasta Diwas’, emphasizing

social unity and equality.
Addressing the gathering, Dr.
Bhagat highlighted Dr. Ambed-
kar's monumental contributions
to the nation, stating, “Dr. BR
Ambedkar is not just an icon
for the Dalit community, but a
beacon of inspiration for the
entire nation. He dedicated his
life to the pursuit of social equal-
ity and justice. As the architect
of the Indian Constitution, he
laid a robust and inclusive foun-

dation for our country.”

He further elaborated on the
significance of celebrating Dr.
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
as ‘Samrasta Diwas,’ noting, “It
is crucial that we carry forward
the ideals of social harmony
that Dr. Ambedkar championed
throughout his life. True homage
to him lies in fostering unity and
amity within our society.

The event witnessed the pres-
ence of numerous dignitaries
who lauded Dr. Ambedkar’s
legacy and pledged to uphold
his principles.

Born on April 14, 1891, in
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, Dr. BR
Ambedkar was a distinguished
social reformer, economist, and
politician. He waged a relentless
battle against untouchability and
caste discrimination, striving to
secure the rights of the Dalit
community.

His pivotal role in drafting the
Indian Constitution is indelible.

He incorporated special provi-
sions to safeguard the interests
of Dalits and other marginalized
sections of society, advocating
for social equality, justice, and
fraternity.

‘Samrasta Diwas’ serves as a
tribute to Dr. Ambedkar’s vision
of a harmonious society. It is
a day dedicated to promoting
social equality and cohesion,
aiming to foster unity and broth-
erhood among all citizens.

The event saw enthusias-
tic participation from a large
number of citizens who reaf-
firmed their commitment to Dr.
Ambedkar’s ideals.

The celebration of Dr. BR
Ambedkar’s birth anniversary
as ‘Samrasta Diwas’ is a com-
mendable initiative. It not only
propagates his ideals but also
reinforces the values of social
unity and equality in our society.

GDC Neeli Nallah concludes celebrations
of birth anniversary of Dr Ambedkar

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Apr
14: GDC Neeli Nallah
concluded the celebra-
tion of birth anniversary
of B.R. Ambedkar as
knowledge of symbol
and organized a series
of activities under the
guidance of Prof. (Dr.)
Seema Arora, Principal
of the College.

The activities included
documentary video of
B.R. Ambedkar, pledge
taking ceremony, aware-
ness lecture, Poster
making competition, and
Padyatras.

On Day 1 NSS UNIT
showed a Documentary

on the life and work of
Dr. B.R .Ambedkar to
commemorate 134th
Birth Anniversary of our
first law minister.

The Principal moti-
vated the students on
equality as a core prin-
ciple, advocating for a
society where every-
one, regardless of
caste, creed, or gender,
has equal opportunities
and rights, reflected in
his work on the Indian
Constitution and his fight
against social injustice.

On Day 2 a pledge
taking ceremony was
organized in which
students and faculty
members took pledge

to uphold the values
and principles of equal-
ity, justice and fraternity
as envisioned by B.R
Ambedkar.

On day 3, an aware-
ness lecture was given
by Prof. Shaista Yas-
meen, NSS PO in which
she made aware the
students about the role
of Dr. B.R Ambedkar
in framing the constitu-
tion of India. She also
showcased them the
books written by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in the college
library,

This was followed by a
poster making competi-
tion on Day 4, in which
students portrayed their
views and art through
posters. To conclude, a
Padyatra was launched
from college premises in
which students and the
faculty members took
part with great zeal and
enthusiasm.

The padyatra was
flagged off by the Prin-
cipal from the college
premises, went to the
nearby village and cul-
minated back to the col-
lege. This aimed to pro-
mote Ambedkar’s contri-
butions to Indian Society

and promote unity and
social harmony.

The event was orga-
nized under the conve-
norship of Prof. Shaista
Yasmeen, NSS Pro-
gramme Officer. It was

celebrated by all the
staff members by paying
rich tributes to Dr. BR
Ambedkar as Principal
architect of Indian Con-
stitution and champion
of social justice.

Guru Gobind Singh College of
Management and Technology

celebrates Ambedkar Jayanti
Top News Report

GIDDERBAHA, APR 14: Guru Gobind Singh College
of Management and Technology, Gidderbaha, com-
memorated the 134th birth anniversary of Dr. Bhim Rao
Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian Constitu-
tion, with great respect and devotion.

The event was organized under the supervision of
Prof. Amanjot Kaur, Head of the Department of Political
Science, and held under the guidance of Dr. R.K. Uppal,

Principal of the college.

The celebration began with a floral tribute to Dr.
Ambedkar, as staff and students gathered to honor his

enduring legacy.

Principal Dr. R.K. Uppal addressed the gathering and
spoke about Dr. Ambedkar’s immense contribution to

Indian society.

He highlighted Dr. Ambedkar’s role as a visionary
leader, constitutional expert, economist, and social
reformer who dedicated his life to the empowerment of
marginalized communities and the establishment of a

just and equitable society.

Dr. Uppal emphasized the need for today’s youth to
imbibe the values of equality, justice, and education that

Dr. Ambedkar advocated.

two years, inaugurates new
office in Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: The
ChatterBox, a popular
infotainment platform
celebrated for its vibrant
blend of entertainment
and cultural storytell-
ing, marked a major
milestone today by cel-
ebrating its second anni-
versary alongside the
grand inauguration of
its new office in Jammu.

The inauguration cer-
emony turned into a fes-
tive gathering, graced
by an illustrious array of
personalities from Jam-
mu’s cultural, artistic,
and media circles. The
ribbon-cutting was per-
formed by the mother
of Mr. Shivam Singh,
the visionary founder of
The Chatter Box and a
recipient of the presti-
gious National Scholar-
ship from the Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India.

Among the dignitaries
present were senior art-
ists, renowned theatre
personalities, cultural
activists, journalists,
social media influenc-
ers, and youth icons,
each lending their voice
to the celebration of a
platform that has rap-
idly evolved into a cul-

tural force in the region.

Notable attendees
included Padmashree
Balwant Thakur, Neeraj
Kant, Anil Tickoo, San-
jeev Gupta, Sumeet
Sharma, Pankaj
Sharma, Sunita Pandit,
Sunny Mujoo, Ravinder
Singh, Akash Dogra,
Deepak Singh, Irfan
Nasrat Malik, Shabir
Malik, Sahil Jerry, Abhi-
manyu Sharma, Karan
Sharma, Kanhaiya
Sharma, Sahil Beyal,
and Ravi Raghuvanshi.

The event was fur-
ther enlivened by cap-
tivating performances.
Shivam Singh, Amit
Singh Andotra, Anadhi,
Ayush Sharma, Sidh-
harth Sharma, Rajan
Janyal, and Rohit Verma
showcased their talents
through powerful acts of
theatre, magic, poetry,
and stand-up comedy,
offering a true taste of
the platform’s artistic
diversity.

Over the past two
years, The ChatterBox
has carved a unique
niche with its innovative
approach to heritage
exploration, storytelling,
and grassroots engage-
ment. With a mission
to unearth the hidden
gems of Jammu’s cul-

ture and history, the
platform has sparked a
renewed sense of pride
and curiosity among the
region’s youth.

A central figure in this
journey has been Ms.
Meenakshi Bhagat, a
fellow National Scholar,
widely recognized as
the backbone of the
initiative. Her creative
leadership and unwav-
ering commitment have
played a pivotal role in
shaping the platform’s
identity and expanding
its reach.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Shivam Singh
expressed heartfelt
gratitude for the con-
tinued support from the
people of Jammu. “The
ChatterBox is more than
a media platform, it is a
movement to rediscover
our roots and amplify
the unheard narratives
of our land,” he stated.

He also acknowl-
edged the crucial sup-
port received from
Mohd. Yaseen, Rahul
Singh, Rajat Mathur,
Amit Andotra, Mahik-
shit Singh, and Anadhi,
who have stood by him
throughout the plat-
form’s journey, helping
it grow from a vision into
a vibrant reality.

Hundreds of people pay tribute to Prof
Roshan Lal Kataria, Founder Aryans Group

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 14: Shardhanjali Sama-
roh of renowned educationist Late Prof.
Roshan Lal Kataria, Founder, Aryans
Group of Colleges, Rajpura, near Chan-

digarh was organised.

Prof Kataria passed at the age of 76
on 26th March, 2025 in Chandigarh.
He was the founder of Aryans Group,

Chandigarh.

On the occasion, prominent figures
of Punjab, including Politician, Social
workers, representatives of Universi-
ties & Colleges Associations, NGOs
conveyed their condolences to his son,
Dr. Anshu Kataria, Chairman, Aryans
Group. Eminent persons including
Harnirpal Singh Kukku, Former MLA,
Sri Muktsar Sahib; Dr Naresh Pruthi,
Congress leader Harcharan Sotha;
Shammi Teria, President, Municipal
Committee, Sri Muktsar Sahib, Rajinder
Bhandari, Setia Paper Mill, Sandeep
Girdhar Gurdas Girdhar, Satish Bhate-
ja, Raj Kumar Melu, Ashwani Girdhar,
Raman Girdhar Shiv Tirpal Ke, Panjab
University Hostel Association were
present.Members of Punjab Unaided
Colleges Association (PUCA) & Punjab
Unaided Technical Institutions Associa-
tion (PUTIA), Joint Association of Col-
leges (JAC); Nursing Association, Lala
Lajpat Rai Group of Institutions, Moga;

SVIET, Chandigarh; Sukhjindra Group,

Gurdaspur; Bharat Group, Mansa; BIS

College, Moga; Desh Bhagat, Moga,
ISF College, Moga, Alpine College,
Baghapurana, Malwa Nursing College,
Kotkapura, Baba Farid Bathinda, KCT

College, Lehragaga, Shivalik School,

Jaito, Muktsar Palace and Resort Asso-
ciation ets were present.
Prof Roshan Lal Kataria completed his

Master’s in Economics from Dehradun

1991).

in 1973. He served in various educa-
tional institutions, including Govern-
ment College Sri Muktsar Sahib, Gov-
ernment College Jira, and DAV School
Sri Muktsar Sahib. Kataria also ven-
tured into entrepreneurship and started
restaurants including Moon Light in Sri
Muktsar Sahib (1983-1988), Red Rose
in Fazilka, and Saki in Jalalabad (1988-

His son Dr Anshu Kataria is the Chair-
man of the Aryans Group, President of
the Punjab Unaided Colleges Associa-
tion (PUCA), and President of the Fed-
eration of Self-Financing Technical Insti-
tutions Association, All India (FSFTI).
Dr. Anshu Kataria has emerged as a
young and dynamic entrepreneur, suc-
cessfully carrying forward his legacy.

Also, Chaman Lal Kataria, Former
Vice President Municipal Committee,
BJP Leader Ravinder Kataria, State
Awardee Chanchal Katariaand others.



