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BRIEFLY
J&K Police 
working hard 
to ensure 
people live 
peacefully: 
IGP Birdi

SRINAGAR, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Inspec-
tor General of Police 
Kashmir, V K Birdi, on 
Sunday said that Jammu 
and Kashmir Police are 
working hard to ensure 
that the people live their 
lives peacefully and 
away from the threats of 
drugs or terrorism.

Talking to reporters 
after paying obeseiance 
at Chattipadshahi Gurd-
wara here on the occa-
sion of Baisakhi, IGP 
Birdi said, “J&K Police 
are committed to ensure 
safety and security of 
people.

We have been relent-
lessly fighting against 
drug abuse and terror-
ism and the battle will 
continue. Won’t allow 
anyone to disturb peace 
or ruin lives of youth.”

He prayed for peace 
and prosperity of Jammu 
and Kashmir. “Festivals 
bring us together and 
provide all of us with 
an opportunity to seek 
blessings, “he added.

8-year-old 
boy drowns 
while taking 
bath in  
Rajouri

RAJOURI, Apr 13 
(Agencies): An 18-year-
old boy drowned while 
bathing in the Manwar 
Tawi river near Bagnoti 
Nallah in Rajouri district 
on Sunday afternoon.

Officials told news 
agency JKNS that the 
deceased has been 
identified as Nitesh 
Verma, son of Vijay 
Kumar, a resident of 
Chak Jaralan.

The incident occurred 
when the boy was 
taking a bath in the river 
and suddenly drowned. 
Soon after the incident, 
local police reached the 
spot and summoned the 
SDRF team to launch an 
operation, official said.

Efforts were underway 
to retrieve the body, offi-
cials said.

One killed, 
another 
injured 
as tractor 
plunges into 
gorge in 
Bandipora

BANDIPORA, Apr 13 
(Agencies): One person 
lost his life and another 
sustained injuries after 
a tractor plunged into a 
deep gorge in the Duban 
area of Onagam in north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora 
district on Sunday.

An official said that 
the deceased has been 
identified as Mohammad 
Yaseen, a resident of
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SRINAGAR, Apr 13: M
inister for Health and 

Medical Education, 
Social Welfare and Edu-
cation, Sakeena 

Itoo, today visited the 
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute 
of Medical Sciences 
(SKIMS) Soura and 
SMHS Hospital Srinagar 
to enquire about the con-
dition of students injured 

in the tragic Handwara 
road accident.

During her visit to 
SMHS Hospital, Sakee-
na Itoo interacted with 
the family members of 
injured student under-
going treatment at the 
facility.

Interacting with the 
Principal GMC, Medi-
cal Superintendent and 
other doctors on the 
occasion, the Minister 
asked them for constant 
monitoring of injured stu-
dent’s recovery process. 
She directed the hospital 
authorities to ensure that

Top News Report
JAMMU, Apr 13: Chief 

Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
today chaired a meeting 
of the Social Welfare 
Department to review 
the impact and reach 
of several beneficiary 
oriented schemes being 
run by the department 

across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The meeting besides 
Commissioner Sec-
retary, Social Welfare 
Department was attend-
ed by all the HoDs of the 
department and other 
concerned officers.

During comprehensive 
review of the schemes, 

the Chief Secretary took 
stock of the achieve-
ments and ongoing ini-
tiatives aimed at bolster-
ing child development, 
nutrition and welfare of 
marginal sections of the 
society. He had specific 
review of schemes tai-
lored for

JAMMU, Apr 13 (Agencies): 
Nearly 20 per cent of the 2,859 
sanctioned posts in the Univer-
sity of Kashmir were lying vacant 
as on February 2024, the varsity 
said in response to an application 
filed under Right to Information 
Act (RTI), highlighting significant 
staff shortage across departments.
Jammu travel guide

The application filed by Jammu-
based RTI activist Raman Kumar 
Sharma in February this year 
revealed that majority of the vacan-
cies are at the faculty level. This 
includes over 200 key posts of pro-
fessors, associate professors and 
assistant professors, besides 110 
junior assistants.

Against the sanctioned strength 
of 2,859 posts, 570 posts were 
vacant as on February 29, 2024, 
Central Public Information Offi-
cer of the University of Kashmir, 
Ghulam Mohammed Wani said in 
his response.

Wani, who is also Assistant Reg-
istrar at the university, said there 
are 56 sanctioned posts of pro-
fessors but 47 are vacant, while 
91 out of 120 associate professor 
posts are unoccupied.

Similarly, only 291 posts of assis-
tant professors are filled, leaving 
80 other posts vacant, he said, 
adding that against the sanc-
tioned posts of seven directors, 
five remained vacant.

As many as 110 junior assistant 
posts, against sanctioned strength 
of 180, are without staff, he said.

The RTI also revealed that the 
posts of dean of college develop-
ment council, dean of students’ 
welfare, academic coordinator, 
research fellow, editor-cum-lec-
turer, documentation officer, edi-
tor-cum-research assistant, addi-
tional controller of examination and 
assistant estates officer are also 
lying vacant.

The university also awaits the 
appointment of professor-cum-
principal (nursing), two assistant 
professors (nursing), three tutors 
(nursing), two deputy directors and 
three 

NEW DELHI, Apr 13 
(Agencies): The Indian 
Army recently brought 
down a Pakistan Army 
drone using the indig-
enously designed and 
developed ‘Integrated 
Drone Detection and 
Interdiction System’ 
while it was trying to 
carry out surveillance 
along the Line of Con-

trol (LoC) in the Jammu 
region.Jammu travel 
guide

According to defence 
sources, the drone — 
of Chinese origin — 
was brought down by 
Army Air Defence units 
deployed in the 16 Corps 
area, located south of 
the Pir Panjal ranges in 
the Jammu region.

The incident occurred 
when the hostile drone 
was detected operating 
close to Indian territory 
along the LoC, they said.

Sources said that the 
drone was brought down 
using the indigenously 
designed and developed 
‘Integrated Drone Detec-
tion and Interdiction

JAMMU, Apr 13 (Agen-
cies): The joint security 
forces have recovered 
a large cache of arms 
and ammunition from 
the three terrorists killed 
during the three-day 
anti-terror operation in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kishtwar district.Jammu 
travel guide

Officials said, “The joint 
forces recovered 1 M4 
Rifle, 2 AK 47 Rifles, 11 
Magazines, 65 Bullets 
M4 and 56 bullets AK 47 

along with caps, medi-
cines, first aid material 
and socks. This is the 
arms and ammunition 
that was recovered from 
three terrorists killed by 
the Army in the Chat-
troo Naidgam Kishtwar 
encounter on Saturday.”

The security forces 
had started an intelli-
gence-backed opera-
tion in the Chatroo area 
of the Kishtwar district.

On the second day of 

BUDGAM, Apr 13 (Agencies): A 
day after the Jammu and Kashmir 
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) filed a 
chargesheet against 22 individuals — 
including Member of Parliament and 
senior National Conference (NC) leader 
Aga Ruhullah — in connection with an 
alleged fraudulent land compensation 
case, Ruhullah hit back on Sunday, 
terming the move “a frivolous attempt” 
to silence him for his political views.

Addressing a press conference here, 
Ruhullah denied any wrongdoing in 
the land compensation case related 
to Durbal Bemina, saying the matter is 
nearly two decades old and he was only 
a legal heir to his grandfather’s land. “An 
April 1st joke is being played on April 13. 
The narrative being built is that a huge 
scam has occurred and I am somehow 

at the center of it. Let me make it clear: 
I have nothing to do with this so-called 
scam,” he said.

Ruhullah explained that the land in 
question was inherited from his grand-
father, who owned about 90 kanals in 
Durbal Bemina, an area where land was 
acquired by the government as part of 
a rehabilitation initiative for Dal Lake 
dwellers. “At that time, compensation 
was provided not just based on revenue 
records but also on the actual posses-
sion of land.

That was a government decision. 
My family received compensation for 
around 40-50 kanals despite more than 
90-kanlal being under our possession. I, 
along with my siblings, received a nomi-
nal share — about Rs 80,000 each 

Security forces recover huge cache of Arms, 
Ammunition from slain terrorists in Kishtwar

Sakeena Itoo visits SKIMS, 
SMHS Hospital in Srinagar
Meets injured students of Handwara road accident

Around 20% posts lying vacant across departments 
in Kashmir University, Reveals RTI reply

Ruhullah rejects ACB charges, 
Calls it attempt to silence him

CS assesses reach, impact of social 
security schemes in J&K

Indian Army downs Pakistan 
Drone along LoC in Jammu Using 
indigenous Anti-Drone System

nTurn to page 9

nTurn to page 9

nTurn to page 9

nTurn to page 9

nTurn to page 9

nTurn to page 9



                 
                                             2 Top News of J&K

Jammu, Sunday, April 13, 2025OBITUARIES

DISCLAIMER
“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for 

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not 
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify 
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”



3        LOCAL / ADVTTop News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, April 13, 2025
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JAMMU, Apr 13: In 
preparation for the 
upcoming Shri Amar-
nath Yatra 2025, Raj-
kumar Goyal, National 
Working President of 
Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 
Welfare Society, held a 
crucial meeting with DIG 
Jammu-Kathua-Samba 
Range Shiv Kumar 
Sharma to review and 
discuss arrangements 
for the smooth conduct 
of the pilgrimage. He 
was accompanied by 
social worker Lokesh 
Goyal from Ganga-
nagar, Rajasthan.

During the meeting, 
Goyal emphasized the 
need for comprehen-
sive planning and inter-
departmental coordina-
tion to ensure a seam-
less experience for 
devotees. Key aspects 
discussed included 
infrastructure develop-
ment, security arrange-
ments, medical servic-
es, sanitation, logistics, 
and crowd manage-
ment, especially from 
Lakhanpur to the holy 
cave, the entire stretch 
of the Yatra route within 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Goyal also highlighted 
that registration for the 
Yatra will commence 
from April 15, and the 
pilgrimage is scheduled 
to be held from July 3 to 
August 9, 2025. Stress-
ing the importance 
of early and effective 
preparations, he reit-
erated that devotee 
convenience, safety, 
and accessibility must 
remain the top priori-
ties for all stakeholders 

involved.
The Shri Amarnath Ji 

Yatra Welfare Society, 
known for its selfless 
service, will once again 
organize langar facilities 
and extend assistance 
to pilgrims in every pos-
sible way.

 Other critical matters 
were also discussed, 
such as decongesting 
the cave area, disaster 
preparedness, provision 
of helicopter services, 
enhancement of medi-
cal facilities, accurate 
weather forecasting 
systems, and overall 
security strategy.

Speaking on the sig-
nificance of the Yatra, 
Goyal noted that devo-
tees from across the 
country and abroad 
participate in this sacred 
journey, making it a 

shared responsibility of 
the police and admin-
istration to ensure its 
success. He reaffirmed 
that the Welfare Society 
stands ready to support 
the administration and 
police at every step.

DIG Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, in response, 
appreciated the proac-
tive role of the Society 
and affirmed that ensur-
ing the safe and suc-
cessful conduct of Shri 
Amarnath Yatra is a 
collective duty of every 
resident of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He lauded 
the Welfare Society’s 
commendable efforts 
in supporting devotees 
and assured full coop-
eration from the police 
in making the pilgrimage 
smooth and spiritually 
fulfilling.

Goyal meets DIG JKS Range, 
discusses Amarnath 
Yatra arrangements

JKTF extends Baisakhi greetings 
to people, employees’ community
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: On 
the auspicious festi-
val of Baisakhi, the 
Jammu Kashmir Teach-
ers Forum (JKTF), led 
by State President 
Sheikh Mohammed 
Ashraf, along with the 
entire leadership team, 
extended warm and 
joyous greetings to the 
people of Jammu & 
Kashmir — especially 
the vibrant employees’ 
community — who form 
the backbone of society 
and service.

In a message shared 
by State Spokesperson 
Joginder Singh Thakur, 
Ashraf highlighted the 
profound cultural and 
spiritual significance of 
Baisakhi.

 “For the Sikh com-
munity, Baisakhi marks 
the birth of the Khalsa 
– the sacred warrior 
order founded by Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji in 1699. 
It is also a celebration of 
the spring harvest and 
the Solar New Year in 
Punjab. This ancient 
festival, rich with tradi-
tion, is known by many 
names across regions, 
but its spirit remains 
the same – of renewal, 
gratitude, and unity.”

Ashraf wished that 
this Baisakhi becomes 
a moment of reflection 
and transformation, 
ushering in a season of 
peace, prosperity, and 
collective progress for 
the Union Territory.

Echoing the sentiment, 
Senior Vice President 

Rafaquit Hussain Maliq, 
Senior Vice Chairman 
Mohd Mahroof, Vice 
Chairman Mehmood 
Ryaz Bhat, UT Pub-
licity Secretary Jalil 
Ahmed, UT Vice Presi-
dent Neetan Kalyan, 
Shaid Raza Qurashi, 
State Secretary Raman 
Kumar Sharma, UT 
Chief Coordinator Dr. 
Sanjay Sharma, UT 
Chief Convenor Lokesh 
Sharma, UT Coordina-
tor Ch. Ashraf Hussain, 
UT Joint Secretary Tariq 
Amin Naik, UT Advisor 
Maroof Zargar, and 
Provincial President 
Jammu Sanjeet Sharma 
also extended heartfelt 
greetings on the occa-

sion.
 “May this festival of 

light and color bless 
every household with 
joy, may it rekindle the 
spirit of unity among all 
communities, and may 
our collective prayers 
for harmony and well-
being be fulfilled,” the 
leaders stated in unison.

The Jammu Kashmir 
Teachers Forum stands 
in solidarity with every 
teacher, every worker, 
and every citizen in cel-
ebration — honoring the 
rich cultural mosaic of 
our land and the values 
of compassion, cour-
age, and service that 
festivals like Baisakhi 
inspire.

Yudhvir, Arun inaugurate vibrant 
Baisakhi Mela at canal road

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: Senior BJP leader 
and MLA Jammu East, Yudhvir Sethi 
along with Jammu Chamber President 
Arun Gupta and Mahant Rajesh Bittu 
today inaugurated the grand Baisakhi 
Mela at Canal Road, Jammu amidst 
a vibrant and festive atmosphere. The 
event, organized to mark the harvest 
festival of Baisakhi, drew huge partici-
pation from locals and visitors alike, 
turning the venue into a colourful cel-
ebration of culture, tradition, and com-
munity bonding.

On the occasion, Priya Sethi, senior 
BJP leader and former Minister, CCI 
office bearers namely Anil Gupta, 
Rajeev Gupta, Rajesh Gupta and 
Rinku; Ex-Corperator Anil Gupta, mem-
bers of Mela Committee, Vishal Malha-
tra, Parvez Malik, Kaztar Chand, Suraj 
Sharma, Vinod Gupta, Rajesh Dogra, 
Sawarn Singh, Sunil Gupta and Vinay 
Basan were present.

Addressing the gathering after inaugu-
rating the mela, Yudhvir Sethi extended 
warm Baisakhi greetings to the people 
and emphasized the importance of pre-
serving and celebrating our rich cultural 
heritage. He said that festivals like Bai-
sakhi are not only integral to our tradi-
tions but also play a vital role in bringing 

communities together, promoting unity, 
and spreading joy.

“This Mela is a true reflection of the 
vibrant spirit of Jammu and its people. 
It provides a platform for our artisans, 
local vendors, and performers to show-
case their talent and heritage,” said 
Sethi. He appreciated the efforts of the 
organizers for putting together a won-
derful event and ensuring representa-
tion of local crafts, cuisines, and folk art.

The Mela featured various stalls offer-
ing traditional Punjabi and Dogri food, 
handicrafts, and games, while the cul-
tural stage was lit up with energetic folk 
dance and music performances by local 
artists. Children and elders alike par-
ticipated in fun-filled activities, adding 
to the cheerful ambience of the festival.

Yudhvir Sethi further stated that the 
BJP remains committed to promoting 
cultural events across Jammu and 
Kashmir, in line with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of ‘Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat’. He reaffirmed that 
such festivals not only enrich the social 
fabric but also provide economic oppor-
tunities to local entrepreneurs and art-
ists.

The event was attended by a large 
number of people including party work-
ers, local leaders, civil society mem-
bers, and tourists.

Army 
distributes 
sleeping bags to 
Gujjar and 
Bakkarwal 
communities at 
Mathiyanigala
Top News Report

RAJOURI, Apr 13: 
As part of its ongoing 
commitment to social 
welfare and communi-
ty outreach, the Indian 
Army distributed sleep-
ing bags to members of 
the Gujjar and Bakkar-
wal communities in the 
Songri area of Mathiya-
nigala.

This initiative aims to 
provide much-needed 
warmth and improve 
living conditions for 
these nomadic groups, 
especially in the face of 
harsh weather during 
the winter months.

The distribution is a 
reflection of the Indian 
Army’s continued dedi-
cation to the welfare of 
all segments of soci-
ety, particularly those 
residing in remote and 
underserved regions. 

The outreach also 
serves a broader pur-
pose—strengthening 
bonds with the local 
population and foster-
ing a spirit of trust, inclu-
sivity, and empower-
ment. By supporting the 
Gujjar and Bakkarwal 
communities, the Indian 
Army reaffirms its role 
not just as a protector, 
but as a partner in the 
socio-economic devel-
opment of the region. 
This effort promotes 
community engage-
ment, encourages 
sustainability, and con-
tributes to enhanced 
safety during winters. 
Moreover, it helps in 
building a positive and 
secure environment, 
deterring susceptibil-
ity to radical ideologies 
and anti-national ele-
ments. 
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By: Priyanka 
Saurabh

Baba Saheb’s ideas—such 
as social justice, aboli-
tion of casteism, sharing 

of power in power for Dalits and 
backward classes, and protection 
of the dignity of the Constitution—
are being completely ignored by 
today’s politicians. Political parties 
celebrate Ambedkar’s birth anni-
versary only for vote bank, while 
they are miles away from his ideas. 
The issues for which Baba Saheb 
fought throughout his life—such as 
the social role of reservation, caste 
census, and representation on an 
economic basis—are still being 
sidelined. Capitalists and celebri-
ties are being sent to Parliament 
and Vidhan Sabhas, while the 
deprived class is marginalised. Can 
Baba Saheb’s soul be satisfied until 
the India of his dreams is realised? 
If we really want to pay tribute to 
Ambedkar, then his ideas will have 
to be put into practice—otherwise 
all this will remain only a show and 
pretence.

Baba Saheb Dr Bhimrao Ambed-
kar’s birth anniversary is being 
celebrated with great pomp across 
the country today. Like temple 
bells, microphones are ringing on 
the stages, and there is a flood of 
garlands of flowers and emotional 
speeches. But amidst all this, one 
question constantly gnaws at the 
mind – is this a tribute or a pursuit 
of power?

Baba Saheb Dr Bhimrao Ambed-
kar was born on 14 April 1891 
in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh. He 
belonged to the Mahar caste, 
which was considered untouch-
able. Amidst social boycott and 
humiliation, he acquired educa-
tion and received higher education 
from institutions like Columbia 

University and the London School 
of Economics. This achievement in 
itself was a revolution in the India 
of that time.

Baba Saheb fought against social 
injustice, and in 1956 he embraced 
Buddhism – a religion that shows 
the path of equality, compassion 
and wisdom. He said goodbye to 
the world on 6 December 1956, but 
his ideas are still alive today – pro-
vided they are kept alive.

Today, when we look at the Par-
liament and the Legislative Assem-
blies, we find that there are a large 
number of capitalists, actors, and 
sportsmen present there. But the 
Bahujan Samaj, which forms the 
ladder of power, is allowed to 
remain at the bottom. Govern-
ments that avoid caste census are 
not ready to convert social justice 
into a permanent policy. This is the 
reason why there is a deep inequal-
ity in the society.

Spending crores of rupees on 
Baba Saheb’s birth anniversary, 
organising big rallies and putting 
up posters, covering his statues 
with flowers – is this devotion? 
Aren’t these the same people who 
never even read Baba Saheb’s 
books? Aren’t these the same polit-
ical parties whose policies directly 
go against the spirit of the Consti-
tution?

This hypocrisy will stop only 
when the elephant’s teeth are made 
the same for showing and eating. 
When will the difference between 
words and actions end? And when 
everyone gets a share in the power 
in proportion to the population – 
only then will we be able to say that 
we have paid tribute to Baba Saheb 
in the true sense.

Baba Saheb, who gave voice to the 
most downtrodden and margin-
alised sections of India, ensured 
their rights in the Constitution; his 
birth anniversary is being celebrat-

ed today by the same people who 
left no stone unturned in crushing 
his ideas.

Baba Saheb had clearly stated, 
“I was not born a Hindu; it was 
not in my control, but I will not 
die a Hindu – that is in my con-
trol.” Instead of understanding 
this historic proclamation, politi-
cians have reduced him to statues. 
The Constitution, which he wrote 
to protect the Dalits, backward and 
poor, is today being distorted in a 
haphazard manner.

It is a matter of great sadness that 
the parties which were born for 
the rights of Dalits and backward 
classes are today either silent due 
to greed for power or have taken 
a vow of silence out of fear. Par-
ties like BSP came to power in the 
name of Baba Saheb, but today 
they are at the back in protecting 
his principles.

Baba Saheb’s name has become 
just an election strategy. People 
who become MLAs and MPs from 
reserved seats are engrossed in 
slavery to their respective parties. 
They are watching the attacks on 
Dalit interests as mute spectators. 
In such a situation, as an ordinary 
citizen, I, Vinesh Thakur, strongly 
condemn these power-hungry rep-
resentatives.

Most of those who are remember-
ing Baba Saheb today did not have 
the courage to take even a single 
step on his ideas. Issues like caste 
census, sharing of power in pro-
portion to population, and equal-
ity in education and employment 
are still pending. Instead, a policy 
is being adopted to appease the 
poor by giving them free rations – 
instead of permanent employment 
and a dignified life, a life of beggary 
is being given.

Big industrialists, actors and 
sportspersons reach the Lok Sabha 
and Vidhan Sabhas, but those 

whose votes form the government 
– Dalits, tribals, and OBCs – are 
still marginalised. Baba Saheb’s 
real legacy has been killed, and 
now his birth anniversary has 
become just a political event.

Everyone knows his biography 
– 14 April 1891, born in Mhow 
(Madhya Pradesh), belonging to 
the Mahar caste which was con-
sidered untouchable, a victim 
of discrimination in childhood, 
but a personality who surprised 
the world with his unique talent. 
He acquired knowledge from the 
whole world and wrote a consti-
tution for India which guarantees 
equality, justice and freedom to 
every citizen.

In 1956, he rebelled against the 
society by adopting Buddhism. 
He fought against untouchability, 
casteism, inequality and politi-
cal neglect throughout his life. 
But today, only crowds are being 
gathered in his name, not ideas. 
My direct question to the politi-
cal parties is – have you taken any 
concrete steps for social justice? 
The answer is clear: zero.

If you really want to pay true 
tribute to Baba Saheb, then cut 
the budget of religious events, 
ostentatious campaigns and statue 
unveilings for one year. Use that 
money to arrange for justice on 
an economic basis for all castes. 
Ensure a share in power in pro-
portion to population. Stop taking 
50% commission; stop the wave of 
privatisation.

If you can do this, then believe 
me – Baba Saheb’s soul will say, 
“Now you have not only remem-
bered my thoughts but have lived 
them.” Otherwise, the difference 
between the elephant’s show and 
eating teeth will remain – and this 
difference will swallow democracy 
one day.

In the grand journey of life, where 
dreams are the stars and health is the 
sky, every choice we make becomes 

the wind in our sails—or the weight on our 
wings. One such choice, deceptively small at 
first, yet immensely powerful, is the choice 
to say no to drugs. In that single syllable—
no—lies the strength to protect our health, 
our future, and the happiness of those we 
love.

Drugs, whether legal or illegal, when mis-
used, become a silent thief. They steal our 
potential, hijack our happiness, and cloud 
our clarity. What starts as an escape often 
ends in entrapment. The initial euphoria, so 
temporary, fades into dependency, anxiety, 
and a cascade of physical and mental health 
problems. The very thing people turn to for 
relief becomes the source of their suffering.

Why do people fall into the trap? It could 
be curiosity, peer pressure, stress, emotion-
al trauma, or simply a desire to feel some-
thing different. But no matter the reason, 
the result is too often the same: lost time, 
shattered relationships, broken health, and 
a sense of self that fades into a fog.

Saying no to drugs is not just about turning 
away from harm; it’s about turning toward 
health, joy, and freedom. It’s about choos-
ing a life where your mind remains sharp, 
your body remains strong, and your dreams 
remain within reach. Every time you say no 
to drugs, you’re saying yes to life.

Choosing a drug-free life means embracing 
wellness in all its vibrant forms. It means 
waking up with energy, not exhaustion. 
It means having control over your mind 
and body, not being ruled by cravings. It 
means reducing the risk of heart disease, 
liver damage, brain disorders, and count-
less other conditions that drug abuse can 
cause. A healthy body is the foundation on 
which we build careers, relationships, and a 
purpose-driven life.

Mental health, too, thrives when we keep 
drugs at bay. Depression, paranoia, hallu-
cinations, and anxiety are common conse-
quences of drug abuse. But in the absence 
of toxins, the mind becomes a clear lake—
reflecting creativity, calm, and connection 
with others. Emotional resilience, joy, and 
inner peace are all easier to attain when we 
are not battling the side effects of addiction.

The best way to combat the drug menace 
is through education and awareness. We 
must start early—teaching children and 
teens about the dangers of drug use before 
temptation knocks at their door. Empower 
them with knowledge, surround them with 
support, and inspire them with healthier 
alternatives: sports, arts, music, volunteer-
ing, and mindfulness.

It’s equally vital to build a culture of empa-
thy, not judgment. Many people turn to drugs 
due to pain they cannot express. By creating 
safe spaces where people can talk, heal, and 
feel heard, we reduce the need for artificial 
escape routes. Let’s make seeking help for 
emotional pain as normal as visiting a doctor 
for a cold.

Community programs, rehabilitation cen-
ters, and youth outreach initiatives also play 
a key role. Those who have stumbled can 
still rise. Recovery is not only possible—it’s 
beautiful. Every recovered soul becomes a 
beacon of hope for others still lost in the 
dark.

To the dreamers, the dancers, the coders, 
the poets, the builders of tomorrow: you 
are too powerful, too precious, and too full 
of potential to let drugs steal your light. 
Life will have its storms, yes. But there are 
healthier ways to cope: through friendship, 
therapy, meditation, exercise, and art. Your 
scars can become your strength. Your pain 
can become poetry. You do not need chemi-
cals to create magic—you are the magic.

Saying no to drugs is not just a personal 
choice; it’s a collective movement. Families, 
schools, communities, governments—when 
we all commit to building a healthier, more 
compassionate world, we raise a generation 
that is not only drug-free but driven, daring, 
and deeply alive.

EDITORIAL
Baisakhi symbolizes unity in diversity

Politics of power: Baba Saheb’s legacy, birth anniversary or a selfish spectacle of power?

SAY NO TO 
DRUGS

By: Omkar Dattatray

Baisakhi is the grand festival 
of unity in diversity as it is 
celebrated by the all walks of 

Indians with great enthusiasm and 
fervor. People without any distinc-
tion celebrate Baisakhi with joy and 
gaiety. This festival is usually cel-
ebrated every year on 13th April by 
people of different faiths and it is the 
celebration and reflection of unity in 
diversity which is the overriding doc-
trine of this great land called Bharat. 
The festival of Baisakhi is celebrated 
to mark the onset of spring in India. 
Ther time of Baisakhi usually signi-
fies the end of the harvest season, 
and is an occasion of tremendous joy 
and festivity for farmers. The festival 
of Baisakhi is celebrated for vari-
ous reasons by various people, but 
the celebrations are concentrated 
in the states of Punjab and Haryana. 
Baisakhi, the agricultural festival 
of happiness and prosperity is cel-
ebrated every year on 13 or 14 April. 
It is also known as Vaisakhi and is a 
significant festival for Sikh commu-
nity. Biasakhi marks the beginning 
of the Sikh new year and commemo-
rates the birth and formation of the 
Khalsa. The festival is celebrated 
to commemorate the foundation of 
Guru Gobind Singh’s Khalsa group. 
This occasion is celebrated in the 
month of Baisakh, that is months of 
April or May. Generally, Biasakhi 
is celebrated on 13th or 14th April 
every year. This is the time when 
farmers harvest their Rabi crops 
after harsh winter. Biasakhi is 
majorly a festival of the Hindu-
Sikh people but the ones following 
Islam could also actively be a part 
of the celebrations. Biasakhi is not 
a festival only to mark the Sikh new 

year or the first harvest, but it also 
marks the last Khalsa organised by 
Guru Gobind Singh in 1699.Biasakhi 
or vaisakhi as a major Sikh festival 
marks the birth of Khalsa order by 
Guru Gobind Singh ,the tenth Guru 
of Sikhism ,on 13th April 1699.Later, 
Ranjit Singh was proclaimed as 
Maharaja of the Sikh Empire on 12th 
April 1801 to coincide with Vaishaki, 
creating a unified political state. The 
festival of Biasakhi, which is mainly 
celebrated in the north Indian states 
of Punjab and Haryana, marks the 
beginning of the Sikh new year. At 
heart, India is an agricultural coun-
try with spring harvest marking a 
major festival in many parts of the 
country. India is a land of diverse 
cultures, cuisines and festivals with 
hundreds of festivals celebrated 
across the country each year. How-
ever, spring harvest is an important 
time in the country with people in 
various parts of the country praying 
to the gods for a better harvest in 
the coming year. This spring har-
vesting festival also coincides with 
the New Year in certain states and 
religions. On the day of Baisakhi, in 
the year 1699,the tenth Sikh Guru, 
Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji estab-
lished the Khalsa Panth. Baisakhi 
is also the time when farmers begin 
harvesting of the Rabi crops. It is a 
significant event for the farmers in 
the northern region and observed 
as a thanksgiving to the Gods and 
the natural elements. On this day 
Sikhs and Hindus as well visit 
Gurudwars in new or clean clothes 
and offer prayers and remember the 
10th Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind Singh. 
What makes Biasakhi so special, is 
that it marks the first day of the 
year according to the Sikh Calen-
dar. Another amazing root to this 

festival is that Biasakhi was one the 
three main festivals that the third 
Sikh Guru, Guru Amar Das Ji chose 
to celebrate. Biasakhi is also thev 
time when farmers begin to harvest 
the Rabi crops. It is a significant 
event for the farmers in the region 
and observed as a thanksgiving to 
the Gods and the natural elements. 
Walking up to the beautiful Biasakhi 
day morning is like stepping up on a 
fortune as one can see Punjab at its 
happiest and most joyful self-prepa-
rations for the festival. It begins well 
in advance and Gurudwaras are well 
decorated, men prepare and practice 
for their Martial Arts. In this period 
of celebration  ,artisans from across 
the state and country come to sell 
their handicrafts all over Punjab. 
The purpose of the Baisakhi celebra-
tions is to come together with the 
feeling of oneness and joy. Baisakhi 
is the festival which is the expression 
of communal harmony and mutual 
brotherhood and it exhibits the doc-
trine of unity while maintain diver-
sity. Not only Sikhs and Hindus cel-
ebrate Baisakhi but people belong-
ing to Muslim faith also actively 
celebrate this festival and lend grace 
to the festival. Thus the people of 
different religious communities 
greet each other on Baisakhi and 
celebrate the day with great pomp 
and show. On this day men, women 
and children dress up in their favor-
ite traditional attire .Punjabis been 
outstanding hosts ,one could book 
a farm stay or a homestay and cel-
ebrate it with locals. Punjab tour-
ism offers various options which 
can be chosen for a perfect stay. If 
you happen to be in Amritsar, you 
can have Kada Prasad and Guru Ka 
Langer at the golden temple. Spec-
tate the Nagar Kirtan and prowess of 

the Loins of Punjab. Baisakhi is cel-
ebrated every year on the first day of 
the Hindu month of Vaisakh and the 
Hindu and Sikh solar new year too 
is celebrated on this occasion. This 
year we will be celebrating Baisakhi 
on 13th April.Some of the places in 
Punjab to best experience the festive 
fanfare on the day of Baisakhi are 
Takht Sri Damdama Sahib ,20 kms 
from Bathinda. Gurudwara Takht 
Sri Keshgarh Sabib at Anandpur 
Sahib and Golden Temple, Amritsar. 
Baisakhi is a festival that is deeply 
rooted in the cultural and religious 
fabric of Punjab, and serves as a 
poignant reminder of unity ,grati-
tude and renewal. This vibrant 
celebration holds multifaceted 
significance, blending agricultural 
abundance with spiritual awaken-
ing. At its core, Baisakhi is a harvest 
festival, marking the culmination of 
the winter sowing season and the 
arrival of the new one. As the golden 
fields of wheat sway in the gentle 
breeze, farmers rejoice in the fruits 
of their labor. Baisakhi serves as a 
time of thanksgiving, honoring the 
earth’s abundance and the toil of 
the agricultural communities. It is a 
moment to celebrate the cycle of life 
and growth that sustains us all. In 
short Baisakhi is not just a religious 
or agricultural festival, but also a 
cultural extravaganza that show-
cases the vibrancy and diversity of 
India especially of the north Indian 
states of Punjab and Haryana.

(The author is a 
columnist, social, KP 

activist & Freelancer)
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Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 13: 
The Kashmir Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus-
try (KCCI) on Saturday 
hosted an insightful and 
interactive session with 
Purushottam Kumar 
Gupta, Assistant Com-
missioner of Customs, 
Jammu and Kashmir, at 
the Chamber Office on 
Residency Road, Sri-
nagar. 

The session saw 
active participation from 
members of the KCC&I 
Executive Committee as 
well as exporters from 
across the region. 

The primary objective 
of the meeting was to 
address the pressing 
challenges faced by 
Kashmir’s export com-
munity and to explore 
collaborative solutions 
with the customs author-
ities.

We lcoming  the 
esteemed guest, KCC&I 
President Mr. Javid 
Tenga underlined the 
critical role that cus-
toms-related infrastruc-
ture plays in enhancing 
the export capacity of 
Kashmir. He empha-
sized that with the 
region’s rich potential in 

handicrafts, horticulture, 
and other traditional 
exports, streamlining 
customs and logistics 
is essential to unlocking 
new economic opportu-
nities.

One of the key issues 
discussed was the long-
standing demand for an 
Inland Container Depot 
(ICD) in Kashmir. In 
response, Mr. Gupta 
informed the gather-
ing that while the ICD 
in Samba is nearing 
completion and would 
help address some of 
the logistical concerns, 
the unique geographical 
and economic context of 
Kashmir necessitates a 
dedicated ICD within 
the Valley itself. The 
Chamber reiterated its 
firm stance that an ICD 
in Kashmir is not just a 
convenience, but a vital 
infrastructure require-
ment that must be fast-
tracked.

The discussion also 
brought to the forefront 
the need for improved 
air cargo facilities at 
Srinagar Airport. KCC&I 
representatives urged 
customs authorities to 
facilitate the introduction 
of more airlines offering 
cargo services from Sri-

nagar. T
hey highlighted that 

better air cargo con-
nectivity would not only 
reduce logistical hurdles 
but also enhance the 
global competitiveness 
of Kashmir’s exports — 
ensuring timely delivery 
and improved service to 
international buyers.

This session provided 
a valuable platform for 
open and constructive 
dialogue between the 
customs authorities and 
the business community, 
allowing for a deeper 
understanding of proce-
dural issues and poten-
tial avenues of reform. 

The KCC&I appreciat-

ed Mr. Gupta’s receptive 
approach and thought-
ful responses, express-
ing hope for continued 
coordination in the times 
ahead. 

The Chamber con-
cluded by extending its 
gratitude to Mr. Purush-
ottam Kumar Gupta for 
his engagement with 
the region’s exporters 
and his commitment 
to addressing their 
concerns. With such 
initiatives, the KCC&I 
reaffirmed its dedica-
tion to building a robust 
export ecosystem and 
strengthening the eco-
nomic foundations of the 
Kashmir Valley.

KCCI hosts interactive session with 
Asstt Commissioner Customs, J&K

Masrat Jan expresses grief 
over Handwara accident, urges 
authorities to ensure road safety
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 13 : 
Masrat Jan, Chairper-
son Smile Foundation 
NGO  has expressed  
deep sorrow and con-
dolences over the 
tragic road accident in 
Handwara that claimed 
the lives of two college 
students and left several 
others injured.

In a solemn statement 
issued earlier yester-
day, Masrat Jan said,  
“I am deeply grieved by 

the untimely and tragic 
demise of two young 
students whose lives 
were lost in the unfortu-
nate accident in Hand-
wara. My heart goes out 
to the bereaved fami-
lies during this moment 
of profound sorrow. I 
extend my deepest sym-
pathies and prayers to 
them, and wish a swift 
and complete recovery 
to all those injured.”

She further urged 
the  authorities to take 
all necessary steps to 

ensure road safety and 
prevent such incidents.

BKS holds Audio Visual Program on Art and Culture
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13:  
Bharatiya Kala Sangan 
(BKS) held Audio Visual 
Program on Art and Cul-
ture supported by Min-
istry of Culture,Govt of 
India, New Delhi, B.T.I 
Section in the prem-
ises of Luthra Academy 
Kachi Chowni,Jammu 
in which large numbers 
of school students par-
ticipated to witness the 
show for enhancing their 
vision about traditional 
Dogra Culture.

In this program, 
Rajiv Luthra, Prin-
cipal of the School 
was the Chief Guest. 
Besides T.R.Sharma, 
JKAS(Retd)  Chairman, 
Ramesh Singh Chib , 
Director Bhartiya Kala 
Sangan, Vice Principal, 
School Staff members 
and other dignitaries 
were also present there.

Speaking on the 
occasion, T.R Sharma 
apprised the gathering 
about the efforts of Min-
istry of Culture, Govt of 
India to widely dissemi-
nate the knowledge 
about the traditional 
Dogra Culture and its 

various aspects through 
the Audio Video mode 
so that new generation 
remains well connected 
with the roots of their 
culture. Expressing 
gratitude on behalf of 
Bharatiya Kala Sangan 
to the Ministry of Culture, 
Govt of india,New Delhi, 
Sharma said that this 
project has been sanc-
tioned by them to create 
awareness amongst 
people, especially the 
young generation to 
respect and evince deep 
interest towards waning 
and dying Dogra Culture 
so that the youth carry 
forward and spread the 
importance of under-

standing and following 
their culture in day to 
day life, he added.

While addressing the 
audience, the Principal 
of the Academy appre-
ciated the efforts of 
Bhartiya Kala Sangan 
for organizing such a 
vibrating  Audio Visual 
Show highlighting the 
importance of Dogra 
Culture which is an age 
old culture traditionally 
connected with people 
of Dogra land.

He urged the BKS to 
continue organizing 
such shows so that the 
young generation spon-
taneously get a sense of 
belonging with their tra-

ditional Dogra Culture.
In this program 

Panches, Sarpanches 
BDS members were 
provided with the Audio 
Visual materials to them 
enabling them to spread 
the message of tradition-
al Dogra Culture in vari-
ous places of their areas. 
Program was anchored 
by Mahesh Sharma 
and vote of thanks was 
presented by Ramesh 
Singh Chib Director of 
Bhartiya Kala Sangam. 
Ramesh also expressed 
his thanks to Ministry of 
Culture GOI for financial 
support to  BKS for hold-
ing this event.

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Apr 13: To 
commemorate the birth 
anniversary of Bharat 
Ratna Dr. B. R. Ambed-
kar, the NSS Unit of 
Government Degree 
College Budhal orga-
nized a special screen-
ing of the acclaimed 
biographical film Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar 
(2000).

The event aimed to 
pay tribute to the archi-
tect of the Indian Consti-
tution, and raise aware-
ness among students 
about his remarkable 
life, ideals and tireless 
efforts for social justice.

The film, directed by 
Jabbar Patel and star-

ring National Award-win-
ning actor Mammootty in 
the titular role, provides 
a powerful portrayal 
of Dr. Ambedkar’s life- 
from his early struggles 
against caste discrimi-
nation to his pioneering 
work as a jurist, social 
reformer and constitu-
tionalist.

The screening high-
lighted his lifelong 
commitment to the 
upliftment of marginal-
ized communities and 
his instrumental role in 
drafting the Constitution 
of India.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from students and 
faculty members, who 

deeply resonated with 
the film’s message of 

equality, justice and 
human rights.

GDC Budhal commemorates Birth 
Anniversary of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
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Hindi film industry can revive with govt support, 
says filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri

Innovation, creativity, and a 
‘little pat on the shoulder’ from 
the government can help revive 
the Hindi film industry, filmmak-
er Vivek Agnihotri has said.

The director, known for films 
like “The Tashkent Files”, “The 
Kashmir Files”, and “The Vac-
cine War”, recently wrote an 
open letter to Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, 
requesting urgent government 
support for the struggling Hindi 
cinema exhibition sector.

Agnihotri said the onus of the 
industry’s problems doesn’t 
rest on any one entity and 
that several issues need to be 
addressed before things start 
looking upward.

“This industry is crumbling. 
There are lots of issues—not 
about blaming anyone—but 
times have changed, technology 
has changed, and so has the 
way people consume cinema. 
There are some major problems 
and I don’t think any one indi-
vidual or association can solve 
them.

“So when Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal ji spoke at 
‘Startup Mahakumbh’, I liked 
what he said that it’s time that 
we focus on innovation, creativ-
ity and idea generation... With a 
little motivation, guidance and 
pat on the shoulder from the 
government, the industry has a 
chance of reviving itself... Inno-

vation and creativity, these are 
the two most important things 
the film industry can definitely 
do with,” the filmmaker said in 
an interview here.

According to Agnihotri, film 
industries in countries like 
France, Britain and South Korea 
are protected by their respective 
governments.

“What France has done in 
Europe, is that they realised that 
cinema is not just an art, but it 
can be a very powerful industry 
and soft power. So they pro-
tected it.

“Like Britain made the British 
Film Commission. All European 
countries have these commis-
sions. The Korean government 
supports K entertainment, and 
the Chinese government sup-
ports their films. In Japan, soci-
ety supports cinema in a very 

big way.”
Among the issues plaguing the 

Hindi film industry, windowing 
and ticket pricing are right on 
the top, he added.

In cinema exhibition, window-
ing refers to the strategic timing 
and availability of a movie 
across different distribution 
channels to maximise revenue.

Most of the content in India 
today, the filmmaker said, is 
ultimately owned by two-three 
American streamers.

“I’m not criticising them. They 
are in the business but when the 
audience knows that any film, 
whether it’s a Rs 1,000 crore 
film or Rs 10 crore film, will be 
available on OTT within four-
eight weeks, why would they go 
and spend Rs 1,000 in the the-
atre?”  Agnihotri said ticket pric-
ing, which is comparatively low 

in the South, plays a key role in 
ensuring footfall in theatres.

“So many people (in the 
South) watch films because the 
pricing is controlled at Rs 100. 
Whenever there are these multi-
plexes celebrating Cinema Day, 
they keep the pricing around Rs 
100. Then you see every single 
(screen) is house full, regard-
less of the film.

“It doesn’t matter if there are 
three films releasing on that day, 
people go and watch all those 
films. Cinema in India should be 
the cheapest entertainment, but 
sadly it has become an elitist 
entertainment,” he added.

There were many studios a 
few years ago, but today there 
are very few to name, said Agni-
hotri.

“Not just producers, you will 
see that the studios are also 
shutting their shops. There was 
a time when I knew at least 50 
different independent produc-
ers who were producing at least 
two-three films a year.

“Now look at the tragedy that 
we are releasing old films non-
stop. There are no new films to 
release. The reason is because 
the Indian producer has shut 
shop... I know lots of producers 
who are doing real estate. They 
had big studios and offices, they 
are converting them into resi-
dential office spaces.”

The latest Kapoor on 
the block wears the 
mantle of his surname 
lightly, brushes off talk 
about his legacy and 
says he was actually 
scared to step into the 
world of acting. 

Zahan Kapoor is clear 
he wants to carve out 
his own space and not 
just as Shashi Kapoor’s 
grandson.

Zahan, who made a 
splash with his role in 
the web series Black 
Warrant could barely 
speak Hindi growing up, 
but you’d never know 
hearing him speak. “I 
couldn’t speak Hindi 
when I was a child. I 
started learning it when 
I was 18-19 and started 
doing theatre. It was the 
time I started getting 
interested in acting,” the 
33-year-old said.

To get it just right, 

Zahan said he worked 
with a diction coach to 
learn the lilt of the Hindi 
dialect spoken in a mid-
dle-class Delhi family 
for Black Warrant.

His parents Kunal 
Kapoor and Sheena 
Sippy had told him he 
was on his own. In fact, 
the film genes came 
from both his parents 
with his maternal grand-
father being Sholay 
director Ramesh Sippy.

The fear factor was 
even more, given his lin-
eage. “Acting was like a 
door that was there, but 
it was entirely up to me 
whether to open it and 
step inside. 

And even after that, 
I had to walk the path 
on my own. My parents 
told me that this journey 
demanded hard work, 
so I have to figure it out 
myself,” he added.

As a newcomer to 
the film industry, Veer 
Pahariya has already 
made a mark with his 
debut in Sky Force. It’s 
a fresh start, not just 
as an actor but for his 
pursuit of self-discovery, 
blending both personal 
aspirations and family 
legacy. There’s a quiet 
confidence about him, 
a belief that sometimes 
the universe aligns with 
the path you’re meant to 
walk, even before you 
realise it.

Talking about his 
debut film, Sky Force, 
Veer shares an intrigu-
ing perspective on how 
the film came to him. 
“I don’t think I had the 
choice because the first 
film always chooses 
you,” he muses. “I was 
selected for another 
film, and then on the 
day of the look test, they 
kind of transformed me 
into this moustached, 
Army-crew-cut guy in 
overalls. I didn’t know 
what the film was at that 
point.”

Growing up in a family 
with strong political 

and business ties, the 
pressure to carve out 
his own identity was 
immense. Veer’s family 
may have achieved sig-

nificant success, but 
it’s his time to prove 
his mettle in a different 
field. “There’s been a 
lot of pressure because 

they’ve achieved so 
much. None of them 
are artistes, and this 
career takes your life 
out of you,” he explains. 
“Not many understand 
that it’s not a nine-to-
five job, and it can take 
a toll on your personal 
life, your relationships. 
But it’s okay.”

Veer’s mother, a pro-
ducer, has been an 
integral part of his jour-
ney. “I was brought up 
by a single mother,” he 
shares. “She had a lot 
of financial struggles, 
but she was very drawn 
to creating something in 
the creative field. She 
started writing shows 
and now she’s a creative 
producer on TV and web 
shows. Her understand-
ing of films and scripts is 
very different from mine, 
but I respect her journey. 
She only started working 
at 45 and single-hand-
edly raised me and my 
brother. I have immense 
respect for single moth-
ers.”

He went on to share 
his deep respect for the-
atre, drama and his time 

working as an intern in 
the film industry. “I never 
went to a film school, 
so I had to create my 
own experiences.” His 
early experiences were 
shaped by various gigs 
that would later shape 
his approach to acting. 
“I’ve done a lot of the-
atre, drama, musical 
theatre, and hosting. On 
stage, I perform a lot, but 
off-stage, I’m very intro-
verted. I practice a lot in 
the nets before stepping 
into the real game,” he 
says.

As for what’s next, 
Veer is open to any and 
all opportunities, provid-
ed the script resonates 
with him. “I would love to 
take on roles that chal-
lenge me, whether it’s 
a transgender’s role, a 
serial killer or something 
completely different. 
Whatever I do, I need 
to believe in the story 
and the team,” he says. 
“I’d love to collaborate 
with the talented actors 
from Punjabi cinema, 
especially after being 
inspired by their music,” 
he signs off.

Actor Matt Bomer 
revealed that he decid-
ed to step away from the 
role of Ken in Greta Ger-
wig’s Barbie because 
he wanted to spend 
more time with Brad-
ley Cooper’s Maestro. 
Actor Bomer could’ve 
appeared in not just one 
but two Oscar best pic-
ture nominees in 2023, 
but he decided to keep 
the skill of multi-tasking 
at bay to solely focus on 
one project.

The Mid-Century 
Modern star has pre-
viously shared that he 
had auditioned to play 
one of the Kens in Greta 
Gerwig’s blockbuster 
comedy but eventually 
exited talks to spend 
time with his family.

In an interview, the 
actor revealed that he 
also decided to step 
away from Barbie to 
have more time to 

focus on Bradley Coo-
per’s Leonard Bernstein 
biopic, Maestro.

He credited his interest 
towards the Maestro to 
Bradley Cooper’s col-

laborative efforts from 
the start of the film’s 
production.

“Even though my part 
in Maestro was smaller, 
Bradley was so collab-

orative with me from 
the get-go. It was such 
an immersive experi-
ence that to have just 
flown in from London 
to film my scenes (in 
Barbie) really quick 
and fly back to London 
— I feel like Maestro 
wouldn’t have been 
the same experience 
for me.” said Bomer. In 
Maestro, Bomer played 
David Oppenheim, a 
lover of Cooper’s Bern-
stein. Though his role is 
largely contained to the 
film’s first half, Bomer 
expressed that his time 
on Maestro had a pro-
found impact on his 
approach toward films.

“It was a way of 
working that I’m really 
grateful that I got to be 
exposed to,” Bomer 
said. “I wouldn’t have, 
I think, if I were trying 
to just squeeze it in,” 
added Bomer.

Ace fashion design-
er Manish Malhotra 
strolled down memory 
lane as he remem-
bered winning his first-
ever Filmfare Award for 
Best Costume Design in 
1995 for his work in the 
film ‘Rangeela’, which 
starred actor Urmila 
Matondkar.

Taking to his Insta-
gram account, Manish 
shared a black-and-
white throwback pic-
ture of himself holding 
the Filmfare trophy. He 
also posted an old video 
showing the award 
being announced, 
followed by veteran 
actress Rekha handing 
him the trophy on stage.

The third slide of his 
post contained a note 
that read, “My first 
Filmfare came with 
Rangeela, the same 
year they decided to 
introduce the Best Cos-
tume Design category. 
It felt like the industry 
was finally beginning 
to see costume not just 
as clothing, but as sto-
rytelling.” In his post, 
Manish included a cap-

tion that read, “The first-
ever Filmfare Award (@
filmfare) for Costume 
Design. It feels so nos-
talgic...”

Manish, who has been 
in the fashion and film 
industry for more than 
three decades, has 
worked as a costume 
designer on several big-
budget films, including 
Dilwale Dulhania Le 
Jayenge, Kuch Kuch 

Hota Hai, and Rocky 
Aur Rani Ki Prem 
Kahani.

Apart from this, Mal-
hotra also launched his 
film production com-
pany, Stage 5 Produc-
tions, in September 
2023. So far, he has 
produced several films 
under this banner, 
including Bun Tikki, 
Train from Chhapraula, 
and Ul Jalool Ishq.

Muskaan Agarwal, 
known for her perfor-
mances in Palang Tod 
Bekaboo Dil, Rupay 
500, Charmsukh, 
among others, has 
embraced a dynamic 
approach to life. Wheth-
er it’s experimenting 
with different activities, 
exploring new places 
or seeking meaning-
ful roles, she believes 
in constant growth and 
self-discovery.

About how she 
unwinds, Muskaan 
shares, “When I don’t 
work, I spend time at 
home and rather than 
anything else. I love 
to sleep and spend 
some quality time with 
myself.” She believes 
in self-care and cher-
ishes moments of soli-
tude that allow her to 
recharge and reflect. 
Unlike many who have 
fixed hobbies, Muskaan 
enjoys experimenting 
with different activities. 
“I don’t have any partic-
ular hobbies as I love to 
experiment. Sometimes 
I do yoga, aerobics or 
go for swimming class-
es,” she says.

Acting was like a door that was there, but 
it was entirely up to me whether to open it 
and step inside, says Zahan Kapoor

Actor Veer Pahariya never went to a film school, but 
banks on his own experiences to enact any role

Actor Matt Bomer on why he chose Bradley 
Cooper’s Maestro over Greta Gerwig’s Barbie

Manish Malhotra recalls winning 
his first Filmfare Award in 1995 

Actress Muskaan Agarwal 
is an avid traveller
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NEW DELHI, Apr 13 (Agen-
cies): President Droupadi 
Murmu on Sunday paid tributes 
to the freedom fighters who lost 
their lives in the 1919 Jallianwa-
la Bagh massacre, and said a 
grateful India will always remain 
indebted to them.

Hundreds of people protesting 
peacefully against the Rowlatt 
Act, which granted repressive 
powers to the colonial admin-
istration, were gunned down 
by British forces without any 
provocation on this day in 1919 
at Jallianwala Bagh in Punjab’s 

Amritsar.
“I pay my respectful tribute 

to all the freedom fighters who 
sacrificed their lives for mother 
India in Jallianwala Bagh. Their 
sacrifices made our freedom 
struggle stronger. 

A grateful India will always 
remain indebted to them.

“I am confident that taking 
inspiration from those immortal 
martyrs, all countrymen would 
continue to contribute to the 
progress of India wholeheart-
edly,” Murmu said in a post on 
X in Hindi.

‘Grateful India will remain indebted’: Prez Murmu’s 
homage to those killed in Jallianwala Bagh

NEW DELHI, Apr 
13 (Agencies): Rajya 
Sabha MP Kapil Sibal 
on Sunday accused the 
government of using 
probe agencies to “par-
alyse” the Congress and 
described the develop-
ment of the Enforce-
ment Directorate issu-
ing notices to take pos-
session of immovable 
assets in the National 
Herald case as an 
“assault on democracy”.

“In lip service, we are 
the mother of democ-
racy but in reality you 
are the father of dicta-
torship. They (BJP) want 
to do their politics on 
Hindu-Muslim agenda 
and finish off the oppo-
sition,” Sibal said in a 
press conference.

His remarks come a 
day after the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
stated it has served 
notices to take pos-
session of immov-
able assets worth Rs 
661 crore that it had 
attached as part of a 
money laundering probe 
linked to Congress-con-
trolled National Herald 
newspaper and the 
Associated Journals 
Limited (AJL).

Simultaneously, the 
notices have been 
affixed at “conspicuous 
part of these properties” 
located at Herald House 
at ITO (5A, Bahadur 
Shah Zafar Marg) in 
Delhi, in the Bandra(E) 
area (Plot No 2, Survey 
No 341) of Mumbai 
and the AJL building 
located at Bisheshwar 
Nath Road (Property 
No.1) in Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh, on Friday.

The notices primar-
ily seek vacation of the 
premises to be taken 
over by the ED.

Speaking on the issue, 
Sibal said, “The posses-
sion notice is aimed at 

taking over these prop-
erties of the newspaper 
in which Congress offic-
es are running to para-
lyse the party.” “What 
is the offense? Why 
have you waited for 13 
years? Why? Because 
you want to grab the 
property. You want to 
paralyse the Congress 
party, take possession 
of all the properties so 
that they cannot func-
tion. The properties 
are spread across the 
country and are worth 
600 crore that is what 
they allege, so they 
take them over, paralyse 
the Congress so that it 
has no office to operate 
from,” the senior advo-
cate and Independent 
Rajya Sabha MP said.

“From what I know is 
the Congress does not 
have much money so it 
will not be able to func-
tion as a political party. 
This is an assault on 
democracy. This is an 
assault on what we as a 
republic stand for. This 
is an unfortunate event 
that is reflective of the 
mindset of this govern-
ment,” he added.

Sibal said it reflects 
the pettiness of a gov-
ernment that uses 
agencies to destroy the 
opposition.

“They will take all 
those who were in the 
opposition in their minis-
tries, make them Rajya 
Sabha members, give 
them cabinet posts 
in states and against 
whom they have made 
public allegations of 
fraud and corruption. 
They will take those 
people and there is no 
ED then,” he added, 
slamming the BJP.

The Rajya Sabha MP 
claimed the government 
will eventually also come 
after the media because 
“we are going the way 

of a nation that is func-
tioning on the basis that 
even though we profess 
we are democratic, we 
are just the opposite”.

Sibal pointed out that 
National Herald was 
set up way back by the 
freedom fighters, who 
were shareholders in 
the newspaper which 
was meant to spread 
the message of freedom 
and India being together 
and moving forward.

Noting that it was for 
charitable purposes, 
he said National Herald 
did not have enough 
money at that time and 
the Congress gave it Rs 
90 crore over the years 
and that debt could not 
be repaid.

“In the meantime, 
National Herald had 
assets throughout the 
country. Young India 
was set up for purposes 
of transferring a sum of 
Rs 50 lakhs of the loan 
amount. A Section 25 
company was set up… 
Section 25 company is 
a company where the 
shareholders are not 
entitled to any profit,” 
said Sibal.

“The shareholders 
cannot own the prop-
erty, which is owned by 
the company. Neither 
Rahul Gandhi nor Sonia 
Gandhi, nor anyone 
else, don’t own the prop-
erty. It is settled law,” he 
added.

Sibal accused the BJP 
of working to trouble 

its political opponents, 
including the Congress 
chief ministers in vari-
ous states.

“You know that CBI has 
to take consent of the 
state to enter or if they 
have a court order. But 
the ED can go across, 
so they have used the 
ED to destabilise gov-
ernments, it happened 
in the case of Hemant 
Soren, they also tried 
this against Siddara-
maiah where they could 
not succeed,” the former 
Congress leader said.

“In the case of P Chid-
ambaram, they arrested 
him and kept on telling 
the court he has proper-
ties abroad, how many 
years passed? You 
destroyed a person, par-
ty’s reputation. Exactly 
what is happening in the 
National Herald case,” 
he added.

Sibal, who was a 
Union minister during 
the UPA 1 and UPA 2 
governments, quit the 
Congress in May 2022 
and was elected to the 
Rajya Sabha as an 
Independent member 
with the Samajwadi 
Party’s support.

The ED has said in 
a statement that it has 
served the relevant doc-
uments to the respec-
tive registrar of proper-
ties where the assets 
are located.

“A notice… has also 
been served to Jindal 
South West Projects 

Limited which occupies 
the 7th, 8th, and 9th 
floors at Herald House, 
Bandra (E), Mumbai, to 
transfer the rent/lease 
amount every month in 
favour of the director, 
Directorate of Enforce-
ment,” it said.

The action has been 
taken under Section (8) 
and Rule 5(1) of the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) that 
talks about the proce-
dure of taking posses-
sion of assets attached 
by the ED and then 
confirmed by the adju-
dicating authority (of the 
PMLA).

These immovable 
assets worth Rs 661 
crore, apart from shares 
of AJL worth Rs 90.2 
crore, were attached 
by the ED in Novem-
ber 2023 to “secure the 
proceeds of crime and 
to prevent the accused 
form dissipating the 
same.” The Adjudicating 
Authority confirmed this 
order in April last year.

According to the ED, 
the total “proceeds of 
crime” in the case was 
Rs 988 crore.

The Congress had 
earlier termed the inves-
tigation “petty vendetta 
tactics” and dubbed the 
ED a “coalition partner” 
of the BJP.

The ED investigation 
began in 2021 after the 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
at Patiala House Courts 
in Delhi took cognisance 
of a private complaint 
filed by BJP leader 
Subramanian Swamy 
on June 26, 2014.

he complaint, the 
ED said, highlighted a 
“criminal conspiracy” 
by several prominent 
political figures, includ-
ing the first family of the 
Congress party led by 
Sonia Gandhi, her MP 
son Rahul Gandhi, apart 

from late Congress 
leaders Motilal Vora and 
Oscar Fernandes and 
also Suman Dubey, Sam 
Pitroda and a private 
company Young Indian 
for alleged involvement 
in a money laundering 
scheme related to the 
fraudulent takeover of 
properties valued over 
Rs 2,000 crore belong-
ing to the AJL.

“The legal proceedings 
against the accused 
have faced challenges 
but have been upheld 
by both the Delhi High 
Court and the Supreme 
Court of India, allowing 
the investigation to pro-
ceed,” the ED said.

AJL is the publisher 
of the National Herald 
news platform (newspa-
per and web portal) and 
it is owned by Young 
Indian Private Limited.

Congress leaders 
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi are majority 
shareholders of Young 
Indian with 38 per cent 
shares held by each 
one of them. They were 
questioned for hours by 
the ED in this case a few 
years back.

The ED claimed its 
investigation has “con-
clusively” found that 
Young Indian, a pri-
vate company “benefi-
cially owned” by Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi, “acquired” AJL 
properties worth Rs 
2,000 crore for a mere 
Rs 50 lakh, significantly 
undervaluing its worth.

“Young Indian and AJL 
properties were used 
for generation of fur-
ther proceeds of crime 
in the form of bogus 
donations to the tune 
of Rs 18 crore, bogus 
advance rent to the 
tune of Rs 38 crore and 
bogus advertisements 
of Rs 29 crore,” the ED 
has alleged.

NEW DELHI, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Accusing 
the Government of “loot-
ing” people by increas-
ing excise duty on petrol 
and diesel, the Con-
gress on Sunday called 
for fixing accountability 
and demanded that the 
CAG should audit how 
Government policies 
benefited private com-
panies.

  The opposition party 
also demanded that the 
Central Vigilance Com-
mission (CVC) and Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) should investi-
gate whether there was 
deliberate negligence or 
collusion in this.

Congress general 
secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam 
Ramesh in a post on X 
said, “The people of 
India are being looted — 
on one hand the Modi 
Government is increas-

ing the tax burden and 
picking people’s pock-
ets, while on the other 
hand private and Gov-
ernment oil companies 
are making profits! 
This is open economic 
exploitation!’

“The truth is: In May 
2014, the excise duty 
on petrol was Rs 9.20 
and on diesel Rs 3.46. 
Which is now Rs 19.90 
on petrol and Rs 15.80 
on diesel in the Modi 
Government — an 
increase of 357% and 
54%!” he said in his post 
in Hindi.

The Congress leader 
claimed that the Gov-
ernment earned Rs 
39.54 lakh crore from 
the petroleum sector in 
the last eleven years, 
yet it did not give any 
relief to people.

“In May 2014, crude 
oil was USD 108/
barrel, today it is only 
USD 65.31 — i.e. 40% 
cheaper, yet the prices 
of petrol and diesel are 
higher than the UPA 
era,” Ramesh said.

“In 2014, petrol in 
Delhi was Rs 71.41 and 
diesel Rs 55.49 per liter. 

Today the same petrol 
is Rs 94.77 and diesel 
Rs 87.67 per liter — the 
public is being openly 
looted. Who is benefit-
ing?” he asked.

The Congress leader 
said along with Govern-
ment companies, the 
private oil companies 
are also earning huge 
profits from refining and 
marketing, while the 
common man is bur-
dened with expensive 
petrol and diesel.

“The issue is serious! 
CAG should audit how 
the Government policies 
benefited these private 
companies. CVC and 
CBI should investigate 
whether there was 
deliberate negligence 
or collusion in this?” 
Ramesh said.

“Public money needs 
to be accounted for — ? 
accountability must be 
fixed,” he asserted.

The Congress gen-
eral secretary shared 
a media report, which 
stated that oil firms were 
benefiting big time but 
now lowering prices for 
people.

The Congress had last 
week taken a swipe at 
the Government over 
the hike in excise duty 
on petrol and diesel, 
with Rahul Gandhi stat-
ing Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi finally gave 
a befitting reply to “tar-
iffs”.

Gandhi had also said 
that people suffering 
from inflation had been 
given another gift of 
“Government loot”.

The Government hiked 
excise duty on petrol 
and diesel by Rs 2 per 
litre each. The excise 
duty on petrol was hiked 
to Rs 13 per litre and 
that on diesel to Rs 10 
a litre.

SABARKANTHA, Apr 13 (Agencies): A man and his 
wife died after they and their three teenaged children 
allegedly consumed a poisonous substance in an 
attempt to commit suicide in Gujarat’s Sabarkantha 
district, police said on Sunday.

The exact reason behind the incident, which took 
place in Vadali town, was not yet clear, an official said.

The couple, their two sons and a daughter started 
vomiting on Saturday morning, following which their 
neighbours called an ambulance and the five family 
members were rushed to a private hospital, the official 
from Vadali police station said.

“From there, they were referred to the civil hospital in 
Himmatnagar in the afternoon. The couple later died 
during treatment,” he said.

A case of accidental death was registered at Vadali 
police station and further probe was being conducted 
to look into the reason for the extreme step, the official 
said.

The deceased have been identified as Vinu Sagar 
(42) and Kokilaben (40). Their children -- 19-year-old 
daughter and sons aged 17 and 18 -- are under treat-
ment, the police said.

C H H I N D W A R A , 
Apr 13 (Agencies): An 
11-year-old girl died 
by suicide in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Chhindwara 
after her mother took 
her phone away. Deep-
ika Dhurve, a student of 
Class 8, hanged herself 
allegedly because her 
mother confiscated her 
mobile phone.

Deepika’s father, who 
is a daily wage labourer, 
was away at work when 
the incident happened, 
while her mother and 
sister were present at 
home. 

Deepika’s elder sister 
had gone to have a 
bath and their mother 

was sitting outside the 
house.

When her sister 
returned, she found 
Deepika hanging. She 
was quickly taken to a 
nearby hospital, where 
doctors pronounced her 
dead upon arrival.

“Her mother took away 
her phone due to con-
cerns about the daugh-
ter’s excessive use of 
the device. After that, 
Deepika hanged her-
self,” Kundipura Police 
S t a t i o n - i n - C h a r g e 
Manoj Baghel said.

The police official con-
firmed that they are con-
ducting an investigation 
into that matter.

LUCKNOW, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Accusing 
the Congress of disre-
specting Dr B R Ambed-
kar, Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Sunday alleged that 
the grand old party 
denied the architect of 
the Indian Constitution 
a memorial and did not 
allow his last rites to 
take place in the nation-
al capital.

The chief minister 
made this assertion 
while addressing a 
workshop held under 
‘Bharat Ratna’ Babasa-
heb Dr Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Samman Samaroh 
in Lucknow.

“First they (appar-
ently pointing towards 
the Congress) made 
Babasaheb Ambedkar 
lose the elections. After 

his ‘mahaparinirvaan’, 
they did not allow his 
last rites to be per-
formed in Delhi. 

The Congress also did 
not allow his memorial 
to come up,” said Adity-
anath.

“In 1976, they brought 
an amendment in the 
Constitution and insert-
ed a word against which 
Babasaheb had himself 

given arguments,” he 
added.

The last rites of Dr 
Ambedkar, who died 
at his home in Delhi 
on December 6, 1956, 
were performed accord-
ing to Buddhist tradi-
tions. 

His cremation took 
place at Chaitya 
Bhoomi in Maharash-
tra’s Mumbai city.

NEW DELHI, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
greeted people on Bai-
sakhi on Sunday and 

wished that “we always 
celebrate the spirit of 
togetherness, gratitude 
and renewal”.

Baisakhi marks the 

first day of the month 
of Vaisakh. It is seen as 
a celebration of spring 
harvest, primarily in 
Punjab and Northern 
India.

“Wishing everyone a 
joyous Baisakhi! May 
this festival bring new 
hope, happiness and 
abundance into your 
life. May we always 
celebrate the spirit of 
togetherness, gratitude 
and renewal,” he said 
in his greetings on Bai-
sakhi posted on X.

Not mother of democracy, ‘father of dictatorship’: Sibal slams govt 
over ED notices in Herald case

CAG must audit how policies benefited private firms: 
Cong on fuel excise duty hike under Modi Govt

Couple dies, their 3 
children hospitalised 
after suicide bid 
in Gujarat

Girl, 11, dies by suicide 
after mother scolds 
her for excessive 
mobile use

Congress did not allow Ambedkar’s 
last rites to be performed in Delhi: 
UP CM Adityanath

PM Modi greets people 
on Baisakhi



                 
                                                             8 INTERNATIONAL Top News of J&K

Jammu, Sunday, April 13, 2025

DEIR AL-BALAH, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Israel struck a 
hospital in northern Gaza 
early Sunday, forcing patients 
to evacuate as attacks intensi-
fied across the Strip.

The pre-dawn strike hit Al-
Ahli Hospital in Gaza City, 
after Israel issued an evacu-
ation warning, according to 
Gaza’s ministry of health. One 
patient died during the evacu-
ation because medical staff 
were unable to provide urgent 
care, it said.

The hospital, run by the 
Diocese of Jerusalem, was 
attacked on Palm Sunday, 
which commemorates Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem.

Hours later, a separate strike 
on a car in Deir al-Balah in cen-
tral Gaza, killed at least seven 
people, according to staff at the 
morgue of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Hospital, which received the 
bodies.

Israel claimed it struck a com-
mand and control center used 
by Hamas at the hospital to plan 
and execute attacks against 
Israeli civilians and soldiers. It 
claimed prior to the strike, steps 
were taken to mitigate harm, 
including issuing warnings, and 
using precise munitions and 

aerial surveillance.
The strikes came hours after 

Israel’s defense minister said 
that military activity would rapid-
ly expand across Gaza and that 
people would have to evacuate 
from “fighting zones.”

Israel also announced Satur-
day the completion of the Morag 
corridor, cutting off the south-
ern city of Rafah from the rest of 
Gaza, with the military saying it 
would soon expand “vigorously” 
in most of the small coastal ter-
ritory.

Israeli authorities have vowed 
to pressure Hamas to release 
the remaining 59 hostages, 24 
believed to be alive, and accept 
proposed new ceasefire terms.

Director of Al-Ahli Hospital, 
Dr. Fadel Naim, said they were 
warned of the attack before it 
was struck. In a post on X, he 
wrote that the emergency room, 
pharmacy and surrounding 
buildings were severely dam-
aged, impacting more than 100 
patients and dozens of medical 
staff.

The health ministry said the 
strike destroyed the ward for 
outpatients and laboratories and 
damaged the emergency ward.

Medical facilities often come 
under fire in wars, but combat-
ants usually depict such inci-
dents as accidental or excep-
tional, since hospitals enjoy 
special protection under inter-

national law.
In its 18-month campaign in 

Gaza, Israel has stood out by 
carrying out an open campaign 
on hospitals, besieging and raid-
ing them, some several times, 
as well as hitting multiple others 
in strikes while accusing Hamas 
of using them as cover for its 
fighters.

Last month Israel struck 
Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis 
city, the largest in southern 
Gaza, killing two people and 
wounding others and causing a 
large fire, the territory’s health 
ministry said. The facility was 
overwhelmed with dead and 
wounded when Israel ended the 
ceasefire with a surprise wave 
of airstrikes.

The war started after Hamas 
killed 1,200 people during its 
Oct. 7, 2023, attack, mostly civil-
ians, and took 250 people cap-
tive, many of whom have been 
freed in ceasefire deals.

More than 50,000 Palestinians 
in Gaza have so far been killed 
in Israel’s retaliatory offensive, 
according to the health ministry 
there, which does not differen-
tiate between combatants and 
civilians in its count but says 
more than half of the dead are 
women and children.

Israel bombs north Gaza hospital, forcing evacuation 
as strikes intensify across the Strip KYIV, Apr 13 (Agen-

cies):  A Russian bal-
listic missile strike on 
the northeastern Ukrai-
nian city of Sumy killed 
at least 20 people on 
Sunday morning, the 
city’s acting mayor said, 
as many there celebrat-

ed Palm Sunday.
“The enemy struck 

the civilian population 
again,” acting Mayor 
Artem Kobzar wrote on 
Telegram. At least 20 
people were confirmed 
killed, Kobzar said.

“On this bright day of 

Palm Sunday, our com-
munity suffered a ter-
rible tragedy,” he wrote.

Andriy Yermak, the 
head of Ukraine’s pres-
idential office, wrote, 
“The Russians hit the 
city of Sumy with mis-
siles, killing civilians.”

Russian missile strike on Ukraine’s 
Sumy kills ‘many,’ mayor says

TAIPEI, Apr 13 (Agen-
cies): Opposition par-
ties have intensified 
pressure on the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(DPP), urging prosecu-
tors to identify any of its 
members allegedly col-
luding with the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) 
amid a growing national 
security scandal involv-
ing espionage, Taipei 
Times reported.

The call came as Ho 
Jen-chieh, a former 
assistant to National 
Security Council Sec-
retary-General Joseph 
Wu during his tenure 
as foreign minister, 
was detained yester-
day in connection with 
an espionage case. His 
arrest adds to a string of 
national security-related 
detentions involving 

individuals linked to the 
DPP.

In February, Presiden-
tial Office consultant Wu 
Shang-yu, former DPP 
staffer Chiu Shih-yuan, 
and councilor assistant 
Huang Chu-jing were 
also detained over simi-
lar allegations.

Chinese Nationalist 
Party (KMT) Chairman 
Eric Chu responded 
to the developments 
by demanding that the 
DPP take responsibility 
for rooting out any spies 
within its ranks, regard-
less of political affili-
ation. “Colluding with 
the CCP and betray-
ing Taiwan is a severe 
matter,” Chu said. “The 
KMT undoubtedly loves 
Taiwan and would strive 
for the Republic of Chi-
na’s benefits.”

Taiwan People’s Party 
(TPP) caucus echoed 
the criticism in a Face-
book post, claiming the 
DPP frequently accuses 
others of aiding the CCP 
while itself acting as a 
“national team of Chi-
nese spies,” reported 
Taipei Times.

The post accused the 
CCP of infiltrating the 
government at the high-
est levels, including the 
Presidential Office and 

national security and 
foreign affairs agencies. 
It alleged that the DPP, 
despite calling for the 
public to recall opposi-
tion lawmakers, has 
itself been infiltrated by 
numerous spies and is 
steering Taiwan toward 
a “single-party regime 
like China.”

The TPP further urged 
President William Lai, 
who also serves as DPP 
chairman, to investigate 

how long the infiltration 
has persisted and how 
many party members 
may be secretly work-
ing for Beijing.

Meanwhile, KMT Leg-
islator Hsu Chiao-hsin, 
who earlier this week 
mistakenly accused a 
National Security Coun-
cil specialist of espio-
nage and later apolo-
gised, clarified that she 
was referring to a differ-
ent individual, Ho Jen-
chieh, who had served 
as Wu’s assistant, Taipei 
Times reported.

Hsu said prosecutors 
had obtained informa-
tion about Ho’s alleged 
spying activities as early 
as February but failed 
to act swiftly, potentially 
giving him time to coor-
dinate with others or 
flee.

DUBAI, Apr 13 (Agen-
cies): As the world 
grapples with rising divi-
sions and competition, 
people from all walks 
of life, including poli-
tics, faith and business, 
must come together and 
show the new genera-
tion that peace will add 
value to them, a UAE 
parliamentarian has 
said.

The remarks by Ali 
Rashid Al Nuaimi, Chair-
man of Defence Affairs 
Committee, United 
Arab Emirates Federal 
National Council came 
as he addressed the 
Global Justice Love and 
Peace summit being 
held in Dubai on April 
12 and 13.

“The world order 
established after World 
War II does not exist 
anymore. We are in a 
transition period now 
where we have to adapt. 
There are voices that 

have started creating 
a narrative to divide us, 
creating a new culture 
of competition,” said Al 
Nuaimi at the inaugural 
address.

The summit was 
organised by Huzaifa 
Khorakiwala, CEO and 
Executive Director of 
Wockhardt, an Indian 
pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology company.

Al Nuaimi said now 
that things are chang-
ing, people from all 
walks of life need to 

come together and set 
new rules to ensure 
that we win as human 
beings.

“It is very important 
for politicians, busi-
nessmen, faith leaders 
and NGOs to under-
stand that time is here 
to come together and 
show the new genera-
tion that peace will add 
value to them as people, 
as family, as a commu-
nity, as a nation and 
as humanity,” added Al 
Nuaimi.

Khorakiwala said the 
summit is a call for 
action to build societies 
where diversity will be 
viewed as a strength.

“The struggles of our 
time — injustice that 
silences the voice and 
inequalities that hold 
back progress — are not 
inevitable. They are the 
result of human action 
and can be changed by 
human willpower,” said 
Khorakiwala.

According to him, jus-
tice is not simply about 
laws and policies, but 
rather about ensuring 
every human being, 
regardless of race, reli-
gion, gender or back-
ground, has the right to 
live in dignity and free-
dom.

“Peace is more than 
the absence of conflict. 
It is the presence of 
justice, opportunity and 
shared humanity. It is 
built in the courtroom, 

classroom, boardroom, 
and across negotiat-
ing tables. It is created 
when leaders choose 
diplomacy over destruc-
tion, when communities 
prioritise inclusion over 
exclusion and when 
individuals replace 
apathy with action,” 
added Khorakiwala.

The two-day summit 
will see Nobel Laure-
ates, peace ambassa-
dors, activists, global 
thought leaders, poli-
cymakers, religious 
figures, industrialists, 
sports legends, and cul-
tural icons deliberate on 
some of the most press-
ing issues shaping our 
world today.

On Sunday, spiritual 
guru turned business-
man Baba Ramdev will 
lead a session on yoga 
while Sri Sri Ravishan-
kar will address the 
gathering via video call.

BANGKOK, Apr 13 (Agencies): A 
magnitude 5.5 earthquake struck on 
Sunday morning near Meiktila, a small 
city in central Myanmar, according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey.

The quake came as Myanmar is 
engaged in relief efforts following a 
massive 7.7 magnitude temblor that 
also hit the country’s central region on 
March 28. The epicenter of the latest 
quake was roughly hallway between 
Mandalay, Myanmar’s second-biggest 
city, which suffered enormous damage 
and casualties in last month’s earth-
quake, and Naypyitaw, the capital, 
where several government offices were 
then damaged.

There were no immediate reports of 
major damage or casualties caused by 
the new quake, one of the strongest 
of hundreds of aftershocks from the 
March 28 temblor. 

As of Friday, the deaths from that 
quake was 3,649, with 5,018 injured, 
according to Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, 
a spokesperson for Myanmar’s military 
government.

Myanmar’s Meteorological Depart-
ment said Sunday’s quake occurred in 
the area of Wundwin township, 97 kilo-
meters (60 miles) south of Mandalay, at 

a depth of 20 kilometers (12 miles). The 
U.S. Geological Survey estimated the 
depth at 7.7 km (4.8 miles).

Two Wundwin residents told agency 
by phone the quake was so strong that 
people rushed out of buildings and that 
ceilings in some dwellings were dam-
aged. 

A resident of Naypyitaw also reached 
by phone said he did not feel the latest 
quake. Those contacted asked not 
to be named for fear of angering the 
military government, which prefers to 
closely control information.

The United Nations last week warned 
that damage caused by the March 28 
quake will worsen the existing humani-
tarian crisis in Myanmar, where a civil 
war had already displaced more than 3 
million people.

It said the quake severely disrupted 
agricultural production and that a 
health emergency loomed because 
many medical facilities in the quake 
zone were damaged or destroyed.

Sunday’s quake occurred on the 
morning of the first day of the country’s 
three-day Thingyan holiday, which cel-
ebrates the traditional New Year. Public 
festivities for the holiday had already 
been canceled.

ISLAMABAD, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Eight work-
ers from Pakistan’s 
Punjab province were 
killed by Baloch mili-
tants in Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan province 
in an incident of target 
killing, according to 
a media report on 
Sunday.

The tragic incident 
took place in a village 
in Meharistan district 
on Saturday, agency 
reported.

The Iranian authorities 
confirmed the killing of 
the Pakistani nationals, 
saying that the victims 
hailed from Bahawal-
pur and worked at a car 
repair shop.

All the eight Pakistanis 
who were killed belong 
to Bahawalpur city of 
southern Punjab, the 
Iranian officials said, 
adding that they were 
staying at the workshop 
where they used to 
dent, polish, paint and 
repair cars.

According to reports, 

unknown armed men 
barged into the work-
shop in the night and 
tied their hands and 
feet. They then opened 
indiscriminate firing and 
killed them.

The attackers fled 
after killing the eight 
Pakistani workers. The 
Iranian police rushed to 
the area after receiving 
information about the 
tragic incident.

A spokesman for the 
banned Balochistan 
National Army (BNA) 
in a statement issued 
to the media claimed 
responsibility for the kill-
ing of eight Pakistanis.

Iranian authorities 
have said that the Ira-
nian police were inves-
tigating the incident.

It was the second such 
incident in the Sistan 
Baluchestan. 

In January of last year, 
armed men killed nine 
Pakistanis in Saravan 
city who were also 
working in Iran as motor 
mechanics and staying 

at a workshop.
Local groups in Paki-

stan and Iran are part of 
a decades-long struggle 
for greater autonomy in 
Balochistan.

Last year in January, 
Iran attacked Pakistan. 
Pakistan retaliated with 
a missile strike inside 
Iranian territory, esca-
lating border tensions.

Iran claimed it was 
targeting Jaish al-Adl, 
a militant group active 
against Iran, while Paki-
stan said it was aiming 
at the “hideouts” of two 
militant groups inside 
Iran, the Balochistan 
Liberation Army (BLA) 
and the Balochistan 
Liberation Front (BLF).

Pakistan’s Balochistan 
has long grappled with 
insurgency and unrest. 
Locals, particularly the 
Balochs, have blamed 
governments for exploit-
ing and profiting from 
Balochistan’s resourc-
es while neglecting the 
development of the 
region itself.

DUSHANBE, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Tajikistan 
experienced two earth-
quakes, with the first 
measuring 6.1 on the 
Richter Scale and the 
second 3.9 on the Rich-
ter Scale, according to 
the National Centre for 
Seismology.

Both quakes occurred 
at a depth of 10 kilo-
metres, making after-
shocks likely.

The recent earthquake 
was of magnitude 3.9 on 
the Richter Scale, jolting 

Tajikistan at 10:36 am 
on Sunday, a statement 
by the National Center 
for Seismology (NCS) 
said.

As per the statement, 
the earthquake occurred 
at a depth of 10 kilome-
tres.

The NCS said the 
earthquake was record-
ed at latitude 39.02 
degrees north, and lon-
gitude 70.40 degrees 
east.

In a post, the NCS 
stated, “EQ of M: 

3.9, On: 13/04/2025 
10:36:09 IST, Lat: 
39.02 N, Long: 70.40 E, 
Depth: 10 Km, Location: 
Tajikistan.”

This was the second 
earthquake on Sunday 
since the first one that 
occurred at 9:54 AM.

NCS stated that the 
earlier earthquake was 
recorded at 6.1 mag-
nitude on the Richter 
Scale, occurring at a 
depth of 10 kilome-
tres. The earthquake 
was recorded to be at 
latitude 38.86 degrees 
north, and longitude of 
70.61 degrees east.

The NCS said in a post 
on X, “EQ of M: 6.1, On: 
13/04/2025 09:54:02 
IST, Lat: 38.86 N, Long: 
70.61 E, Depth: 10 Km, 
Location: Tajikistan.”

Taiwan: Opposition demands probe into alleged 
China spies in DPP

UAE leader emphasise unity among politicians, 
businessmen, faith leaders to ensure peace

Central Myanmar shaken by 
new magnitude 5.5 earthquake 
amid recovery efforts

Eight Pakistani workers killed in 
iran by Baloch militants

Two earthquakes strike 
Tajikistan in quick succession

The strikes came hours after Israel’s defense minister said that military activity would rapidly 
expand across Gaza and that people would have to evacuate from “fighting zones.”

Taiwan’s opposition parties have called on prosecutors to reveal Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) members 
allegedly colluding with the Chinese Communist Party, following the detention of Ho Jen-chieh in an espionage 

case. The Taiwan People’s Party and the KMT have criticised the DPP, urging President William Lai 
to investigate infiltration within the party.
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RAJOURI, Apr 13: Former 
MLC and General Secretary 
of BJP, J&K, Advocate Vibodh 
Gupta paid homage to the mar-
tyrs of the 1947 Rajouri massa-
cre at Balidan Stambh, Rajouri, 
and demanded that April 13 be 
officially declared as a public 
holiday in Rajouri district in 
honor of “Rajouri Day.”

Speaking on the occasion, 
Vibodh Gupta said, “After the 
accession of Jammu and Kash-
mir to India, armed Pakistani 
soldiers disguised as tribal 
invaders (Kabalis) attacked and 
captured Rajouri on November 
7, 1947. This was followed by a 

brutal onslaught on November 
11, 1947, coinciding with the 
eve of Diwali. Almost 10,000 
civilians including 3000-3500 
women lost there lives battling 
for motherland”.

Vibodh further highlighted the 
significance of April 13, 1948, 
stating, “Due to the bravery 
and valiant efforts of the Indian 
Army, aided by the courageous 
citizens of Rajouri, the town was 
liberated from the intruders. 
Since then, April 13 is observed 
as Rajouri Day to commemorate 
the sacrifice and valor of those 
who laid down their lives for the 
liberation of Rajouri.”

Vibodh strongly asserted that 
the historical and emotional 

significance of this day must be 
acknowledged by the govern-
ment by declaring April 13 as an 
official holiday in Rajouri district.

“Pakistan has yet to reconcile 
with the fact that Jammu and 
Kashmir is an integral part of 
India and continues to make 
attempts to disturb peace in the 
Union Territory. 

However, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the BJP government has 
effectively isolated Pakistan on 
the international stage, leading 
to a significant decline in mili-
tancy in Kashmir” maintained 
Vibodh Gupta.

Speaking on the occasion, 
BJP leader Varun Chandan 

said that the liberation of Rajouri 
on April 13, 1948, is a golden 
chapter in our history. Radish 
Sharma added that honoring 
this day with an official holiday 
will instill a deeper sense of 
pride and patriotism among the 
people of Rajouri. 

Ex-Corporator Sanjay Sharma 
added that we owe our freedom 
and peace to the supreme sac-
rifices made by Indian soldiers 
during Rajouri’s liberation.

General Secretary SDS 
Rajouri Nishu Gupta said, 
“Rajouri Day is not just a day 
of remembrance but a power-
ful reminder of the bravery and 
sacrifice that led to the liberation 
of our land.”

‘Declare April 13 as Rajouri Holiday’
Modi isolated Pakistan on International Arena: Vibodh

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 13: 
The spirit of justice, 
equality, and unity came 
alive in Srinagar as the 
“Jai Bhim Padyatra” was 
flagged off with great 
fervour from Hokersar 
Wetland, Zainakote to 
Narbal Crossing. Orga-
nized by the Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sanga-
than (Jammu & Kash-
mir) under the banner 
of MY Bharat, the 
event marked a heart-
felt tribute to the birth 
anniversary of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, the principal 
architect of the Indian 
Constitution. More than 
600 youth from various 
districts of the Union 
Territory participated in 
the padyatra, walking in 
solidarity to spread Dr. 
Ambedkar’s timeless 
message of social jus-
tice and constitutional 
values.

The padyatra was 
flagged off by Dr. Dara-
khshan Andrabi, Minis-
ter of State and Chair-
person of the Jammu & 
Kashmir Waqf Board, 
who praised the initia-
tive and the participa-
tion of young people. In 

her address, Dr. Andrabi 
emphasized the impor-
tance of educating youth 
about Dr. Ambedkar’s 
life and teachings. She 
highlighted the Union 
Government’s con-
tinuous efforts under 
the leadership of the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
to strengthen consti-
tutional values, while 
calling upon the youth 
to play a transformative 
role in building a Viksit 
Bharat by 2047.

Earlier, District Youth 
Officer Khushal Gupta 
extended a warm wel-
come to the Chief 
Guest, dignitaries, and 
all participants. He 
briefed them on the 
objectives of the pro-
gramme, explaining that 
the padyatra aimed to 
deepen understanding 
of Dr. Ambedkar’s con-
tributions and encour-
age civic responsibility 
among the youth. Inspi-
rational messages were 
also shared by youth 
icons Bilal Ah Parray 
and Khalid Baqal, who 
urged the younger gen-
eration to carry forward 
the mission of equity 
and inclusion envi-
sioned by Baba Saheb.

A solemn and sym-
bolic moment during the 
event was the adminis-
tration of the oath on the 
Preamble of the Indian 
Constitution, where all 
participants pledged 
their dedication to the 
ideals of justice, liberty, 
equality, and fraternity. 
This moving gesture 
reinforced the commit-
ment of the gathering 
to uphold democratic 
values in both spirit and 
action.

The event saw the 
active participation of 
various officials and 
community leaders, 
including Sh. Naseer 
Ahmed (Range Officer, 
Hokersar), Sh. Rameez 
Ahmed (In-Charge 
SHO, Shalteng), Sh. 
Rahi Reyaz Ahmed 
(Ahsan Foundation), 
APA NYK Srinagar Sh. 
Gulzar Ahmed Ganaie, 
and respected civil soci-
ety members like Sh. 
Abdul Khaliq Ahanger, 
Sh. Bashir Irfan, Sh. 
Mohd Yousuf, Sh. Mur-
raza Ali, and Sh. Meh-
boob Hussain. Numer-
ous youth clubs also 
joined in, adding to the 
vibrancy and enthusi-
asm of the padyatra.

Dr. Darakhshan flags of Jai Bhim Padyatra
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Security forces 

recover huge 
cache of Arms, 

Ammunition from 
slain terrorists in 

Kishtwar
the operation, one terrorist was 

killed, while on the third day, two 
more terrorists were killed, includ-
ing the top commander of the 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit, 
Saifullah.

Sakeena Itoo visits 
SKIMS, SMHS Hos-
pital in Srinagar

the best possible treatment is 
provided to her.

Later, Sakeena Itoo also visited 
SKIMS Soura and enquired about 
the well-being of another injured 
student undergoing treatment at 
the facility.

Interacting with the attendants 
of injured girl student, the Minister 
assured them all possible support 
from the government.

While interacting with the Direc-
tor SKIMS, Medical Superinten-
dent and other doctors, Sakeena 
directed them to prioritize the 
medical care of the injured student 
and offer all necessary support to 
her family. She further asked the 
Director SKIMS to personally mon-
itor the treatment facilities of the 
injured student.

While speaking on the well-being 
of both these students, Sakeena 
said that the wellbeing of these 
young students is of utmost impor-
tance. “I have directed the hospital 
authorities to prioritize their recov-
ery with dedicated attention and 
compassionate medical care”, she 
said.

Around 20% posts 
lying vacant 

across depart-
ments in Kashmir 

University, Reveals 
RTI reply

assistant directors in physical 
education department, one deputy 
director and three assistant direc-

tors in directorate of internal quality 
assurance, nine assistant librar-
ians and two placement officers.

The Institute of Music and Fine 
Arts of the university is also without 
a principal and out of seven senior 
instructors (IMFA), only three are 
posted in the department, the RTI 
said.

There are three vacancies of joint 
registrars, two deputy registrars-
cum-deputy controller examina-
tions, seven assistant registrars-
cum-assistant controller-examina-
tions, two assistant programmers, 
one auditor, three coaches (physi-
cal education and sports), two 
computer operators, three Hindi 
typists and five junior engineers, 
Wani said.

Indian Army 
downs Pakistan 
Drone along LoC 
in Jammu Using 
indigenous Anti-

Drone System
System,’ which is capable of jam-

ming, spoofing, and bringing down 
enemy drones across a variety of 
ranges and scenarios.

Developed by the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO), the system 
has been deployed in significant 
numbers along India’s borders, 
they said. They added that it is also 
equipped with a 2-kilowatt laser 
beam that can strike down enemy 
drones from an effective range of 
800 to 1,000 metres.

The DRDO-developed system 
is actively used by the India Army 
and the other security forces for 
counter drone operations.

Ruhullah rejects 
ACB charges, 

Calls it attempt to 
silence him

— transferred through my uncle’s 
account,” he said, adding that his 
role was merely that of a legal heir.

He said that he had no role in 
negotiations or dealings related 
to compensation. “My eldest 
uncle is the custodian of the land. 
He handled all discussions with 
the authorities. I got the money 
through his account not from the 

government.”
Ruhullah said he was shocked 

to learn about the chargesheet 
as he was never questioned by 
the authorities nor served any 
legal notice regarding the matter. 
“This case has no substance. It 
is built on baseless grounds. If I 
had been involved in any wrongdo-
ing, I should have been formally 
informed and given a chance to 
respond,” he said.

Calling it a politically motivated 
move, Ruhullah accused the 
administration of attempting to 
suppress dissenting voices. “This 
is a deliberate effort to intimidate 
me using agencies like the ACB. I 
suggest they also involve the NIA, 
so that real corrupt individuals can 
be exposed,” he said.

He added defiantly, “I will not be 
silenced. I will only become silent 
till the day Article 370 is restored, 
atrocities against Muslims and 
minorities are stopped, and con-
stitutional rights of J&K are rein-
stated.”

Referring to his spiritual and cul-
tural upbringing, Ruhullah said, “I 
come from a darsgah where we 
are taught to endure pain with 
patience, even to sacrifice our 
lives for our rights. If they want to 
fight with me over Rs 80,000, I am 
ready for it.”

He apologized to his family mem-
bers for being dragged into the 
controversy and expressed hope 
they would stand by him during 
this time.

Ruhullah also criticized the cen-
tral government’s control over 
religious institutions and said the 
NC would approach the Supreme 
Court against the Waqf Act.

Ruhullah said that he could not 
speak on the Waqf Bill in the Par-
liament as the party’s floor leader 
Mian Altaf chose to speak instead.

He questioned why no resolution 
was brought in the J&K Legisla-
tive Assembly against the Waqf 
Bill. “Even if the matter is sub-
judice, the Assembly could have 
expressed its opinion. A resolu-
tion is not lawmaking — it’s just 
an opinion.”

On the restoration of statehood, 
he said, “Statehood won’t be 
handed back easily. We should not 
have waited passively. We should 
have mobilized politically — 50 
MLAs should have camped outside 
the residences of the Prime Min-
ister and the Home Minister. We 
are running away from the people’s 
sentiments.”

Thanking the people of Budgam 
for ensuring victory of the National 
Conference vice-president (Omar 
Abdullah) in 2024 assembly elec-
tions, Ruhullah said, “ The NC 
vice-president has vacated the 
seat. Now the people want that 
someone from Budgam to repre-
sent them again. I respect their 
aspirations.”

Ruhullah reaffirmed his commit-
ment to public service and prin-
cipled politics. “We should not limit 
our politics to elections. We must 
keep the people’s trust and fulfill 
our promises.”

Ruhullah said that he has repre-
sented Budgam for 18-years but 
this time around he didn’t wanted 
to become a part of “J&K’s down-
graded assembly” that’s why he 
contested parliament elections.

CS assesses reach, 
impact of social 

security schemes 
in J&K

empowerment of specially-abled, 
widows, old-aged persons and 
reserved categories of the society.

Dulloo also took appraisal of 
efficiency of the legal framework 
aimed at ensuring social justice, 
protection and welfare of vulner-
able groups. These included Juve-
nile Justice Act, 2015, Protection of 
Women from Domestic Violence 
Act, 2005, Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities Act, 2016, Transgen-
der Persons Act, 2019 and other 
crucial acts like POCSO (2012), 
Child Marriage Prohibition Act 
(2006) and SC/ST Prevention of 
Atrocities Act (1989), etc.

The Chief Secretary impressed 
upon the department to enhance 
the capacity of the staff to impart 
quality education to the children 
enrolled in Anganwadi Centers as 
envisaged under NEP-2020. He 
also enjoined upon them to extend 
different pre/post-matric scholar-
ships to the students of margin-
alized communities to give them 
access to modern education there-
by empowering the communities in 
the real sense.

The Chief Secretary asked the 
concerned department to monitor 
the growth indicators of both the 
young children and adolescent 
girls in all the AWCs. He directed 
them to make special intervention 

to provide them supplementary 
nutrition on the recommendations 
of medical practitioners.

Presenting an overview of func-
tioning of the department, Com-
missioner Secretary, SWD, San-
jeev Verma, laid out that during 
2024–25, funds to the tune of 
Rs 2,496.25 crore were avail-
able under different schemes 
against which an expenditure of 
Rs 2,147.24 crore (86% utilization) 
was made. For the year 2025–26, 
a budget allocation of Rs 4,361.14 
crore (68% increase from 2024–
25) was made in favour of the 
department, he added.

As far as the welfare schemes 
run by the department are con-
cerned, he informed the meeting 
that Mission Vatsalya caters to 
child protection and welfare, Mis-
sion Shakti ensures empowerment 
and safety of women while PM-
AJAY aims at holistic development 
of the SC communities.

Verma informed the meeting that 
scholarships for minorities, SCs 
and OBCs are being given by 
the department besides providing 
prosthetic aids (ALIMCO) as a sup-
port for persons with disabilities.

It was given out that financial 
support for girl children and mar-
riage assistance for economically 
weaker sections is being given by 
the department under the Ladli Beti 
Scheme. Besides, the department 
ensures pensions and scholar-
ships for the militancy affected 
families.

The meeting was informed that 
the department runs Pahari hos-
tels for the tribal communities 
along with proactive enforcement 
of more than 14 social justice laws 
in the length and breadth of J&K. 
It was revealed that the depart-
ment manages 28,183 Anganwa-
di Centers, of these, the depart-
ment had upgraded 136 AWCs 
into “Saksham Anganwadis” with 
modern facilities during 2023-24. 
These Saksham Anganwadis have 
special features in the shape of 
Poshan Vatikas, Rainwater Har-
vesting units, LED Screens, RO 
Water Purifier, WIFI/Pen Drive and 
RO maintenance and provision for 
ECCE activities.

Regarding the beneficiaries for 
supplementary nutrition, it was 
added that a total of 914,031 per-
sons are being covered in the UT. 
The Aadhar verification of 909,762 

(99% of total beneficiaries) has 
been achieved thereby plugging 
any chances of pilferage or mal-
practice.

About the specialized interven-
tions taken by the department, 
the meeting was apprised that 
22,76,067 home visits were con-
ducted (96% of 23,64,938 target-
ed) to reach out the beneficiaries. 
These efforts lead to identifica-
tion of malnutrition cases includ-
ing 24,261 children suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition, 69,177 
Moderate Acute Malnutrition and 
20,978 anaemic cases for making 
special interventions to improve 
their situation.

As far as the child welfare is con-
cerned, it was divulged that 116 
Homes and Child Care Institutions 
have been established under Mis-
sion Vatsalya, ensuring care for 
vulnerable children.

 With respect to pension cover-
age, it was said that social security 
is being provided to 955,958 ben-
eficiaries under different schemes. 
In addition, marriage assistance to 
the tune of Rs. 130 crore was uti-
lized to support 26,000 marriages 
during the year 2024-25.

While highlighting the future road-
map, the meeting was informed 
that 11 Shakti Sadans (women’s 
shelter homes) would be fully 
operationalized. Besides, 5 addi-
tional Shakti Sadans are going to 
commence operations, providing 
safety, skill development and legal 
aid to women in distress.

 The Department also envis-
ages upgrading 500 more AWCs 
to Saksham AWCs by 2025-26, 
enhancing service quality for 
50,000+ beneficiaries. Besides, 
two residential schools as Abhi-
nanda Home (a rehabilitation and 
education center) are also going 
to be established in both the divi-
sions for marginalised children, the 
meeting was informed.

One killed, another 
injured as tractor 

plunges into gorge 
in Bandipora

Malangam village of Bandipora.
The injured, Bilal Ahmad from 

Quil, Bandipora, was immediately 
shifted to a local medical facility 
and later referred to district Hospi-
tal for advanced treatment.
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NSS Unit of GDC Budhal 
conducts cleanliness 
drive on college premises

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Apr 13: the 
NSS Unit of Govern-
ment Degree College 
Budhal carried out a 
cleanliness drive across 
the college campus.

The drive was orga-
nized with the dual 
purpose of promoting 
a cleaner and health-
ier environment, and 
encouraging a spirit 
of volunteerism and 
service among the stu-
dents.

The event witnessed 
active participation from 
over 70 students, who 
enthusiastically took 
part in cleaning activi-

ties such as collecting 
litter, clearing blocked 
drains and tidying up 
different parts of the 
campus. Special focus 
was placed on maintain-
ing cleanliness in class-
rooms, corridors and the 
college lawn to enhance 
the overall appearance 
and hygiene of the insti-
tution.

The College Principal, 
Prof. Manzoor Ahmed, 
lauded the NSS Unit’s 
initiative, highlighting 
that such programs help 
instill a strong sense of 
responsibility and com-
mitment towards keep-
ing the campus clean 
and well-maintained.

Agniveer Recruitment 
Cadre launched at Mendhar

Top News Report

POONCH, Apr 13: The Indian Army 
has launched a recruitment cadre in 
Mendhar to facilitate the selection of 
local candidates under the Agniveer 
initiative. This initiative is aimed at 
enhancing the physical and mental 
capabilities of the youth, providing them 
with the skills and discipline needed to 
serve the nation.

The cadre will guide young individu-
als through the recruitment process, 
offering them a direct pathway to join 
the Indian Army as Agniveers. The ini-
tiative provides an opportunity for local 
youth to serve the nation, contributing 
to both national security and community 
development.

The Agniveer programme promis-

es to build a skilled, disciplined, and 
tech-savvy military force. Recruits will 
undergo rigorous physical and techni-
cal training while being instilled with the 
core values of discipline, duty, and dedi-
cation to prepare them for a successful 
career in the Armed Forces.

The launch of this recruitment cadre 
underscores the Indian Army’s commit-
ment to empowering local communities 
and building a more inclusive, capable 
defense force.

The Army is eager to identify and train 
the next generation of leaders and sol-
diers who will serve with pride and pro-
fessionalism.

The recruitment cadre will be opera-
tional for the coming months, ensuring 
that local youth are well-supported in 
their journey to becoming Agniveers.

Zanskar delegation meets Dr Jitendra, 
thanks PM for granting district status

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, Apr 13: 
A high-level delegation 
from Zanskar, led by Sh. 
Stanzin Lakpa, Council-
lor, LAHDC Kargil, called 
on Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
for Science and Tech-
nology, Earth Sciences, 

and Minister of State for 
PMO, Personnel, Public 
Grievances, and Pen-
sions, Dept. of Space, 
Dept. of Atomic Energy.

The primary objec-
tive of the visit was to 
express heartfelt grati-
tude on behalf of the 
people of Zanskar to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for the historic and 

transformative initia-
tives in the region which 
include granting district 
status to Zanskar – ful-
filling a long-pending 
and emotional demand 
of the people.

The Delegation also 
expressed gratitude for 
connecting the Defense 
Strategic Nimo-Padum-
Darcha Road – a crucial 

lifeline for connectivity 
and defense logistics 
and near Completion of 
NH-301 (Kargil-Zanskar 
Highway) – significantly 
reducing travel time and 
boosting tourism and 
trade.

Dr Jitendra Singh also 
referred to the sanc-
tioning of the Shinkun 
La Tunnel – a strategic 
defense tunnel, with its 
first ground blast inau-
gurated by the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi on Kargil 
Vijay Diwas (26th July), 
a moment etched in his-
tory by the locals who 
now reverently call it the 
“Modi Tunnel.”

The Minister also 
observed that once 
marginalized and long 
neglected by previous 
regimes, Zanskar is 
today witnessing an era 

of transformation—from 
isolation to integration, 
from neglect to develop-
ment. It is emerging as a 
new economic and tour-
ism destination in the 
Himalayas, he said.

The people of Zans-
kar, said Lakpa, have 
no words to thank Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
except with folded hands 
and heartfelt prayers for 
his long life and contin-
ued leadership. He said, 
the people of the region 
always look upto PM 
Modi as their saviour.

The delegation also 
appreciated Dr. Jitendra 
Singh, Minister of State 
(IC), for being the torch-
bearer of these trans-
formative initiatives and 
for his consistent, per-
sonal commitment to the 
cause of Zanskar and 
the people of Zanskar.

Top News Report

NEW DELHI Apr 13: In 
a significant diplomatic 
and scientific engage-
ment, Minister-President 
of the German State of 
Bavaria, Markus Söder 
called on Dr. Jitendra 
Singh, Union Minister 
of State (Independent 
Charge) for Science & 
Technology, Earth Sci-
ences, PMO, Personnel, 
Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy 
and Space, and reiter-
ated strong  collabora-
tion between the two 
nations.

One to one bilateral 
between the two lead-
ers, was followed by 
high-level delegation 
level meeting led by the 
two Ministers

Welcoming the high-
level German delega-
tion, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
emphasized the long-
standing Indo-German 
cooperation in Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion (STI), underlining 
the potential for bilateral 
cooperation in priority 
areas including Artificial 
Intelligence, Quantum 
Technologies, Biotech-
nology, Clean Energy, 
Electric Mobility, Cyber-
Physical Systems, and 
Green Hydrogen.

 “India has embarked 
on mission-mode pro-
grams under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
We seek economic and 
sustainable solutions 
through scientific and 
technological interven-
tions, and Germany is 
a natural partner in this 
endeavor,” stated Dr. 
Jitendra Singh.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
applauded the Indo-
German 2+2 collabo-
ration model involving 
joint efforts between 
academia and industry 
from both countries, 
calling it a landmark 
step toward creating 
future-ready, innovation-
driven ecosystems.“The 
2+2 collaboration is 
a futuristic model. It 
brings together univer-
sities and industries 
from both countries to 
solve global challeng-
es through innovation, 
co-development, and 
commercialization,” Dr. 
Jitendra Singh said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 

recalled the Golden 
Jubilee of Indo-Ger-
man S&T Partnership 
celebrated last year, 
adding that the recent 
Indo-German S&T 
Governing Body Meet-
ing in Germany further 
reinforced the commit-
ment to deepen scien-
tific engagement. He 
highlighted the shared 
cultural and intellectual 
legacy between the two 
nations, mentioning Max 
Mueller’s pioneering 
translation of the Upani-
shads and the Rigveda, 
which laid the founda-
tion for Indo-European 
scholarly ties.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
spotlighted India’s 
remarkable progress 
in the biotech sector, 
boasting over 3000 
startups and leading 
globally as the largest 
vaccine manufacturer. 
He noted the signifi-
cance of the recently 
approved BIOe3 policy, 
which focuses on 
Energy, Economy, and 
Employment to drive 
the next wave of biotech 
innovation.

Dr. Jitendra Singh out-
lined India’s emergence 
as a biotech power-
house with over 3000 
startups and the recent 
launch of the BIOe3 
policy, aimed at driving 
Energy, Economy, and 
Employment through 
biotech innovation.

The Science and Tech-
nology Minister states 
that India’s Space-Tech 
and Nuclear sectors, 
now open to private 
players, offer tremen-
dous collaborative 
opportunities. He further 
stated that India ranks 
3rd globally in startups 
and unicorns, making it 
a vibrant destination for 
tech partnerships.

 “India’s academic 
outreach to Germany 
continues to deepen, 
with over 50,000 Indian 
students enrolled in 
German universities—
mostly in STEM disci-
plines—a number that 
has tripled in the last 
seven years”, says Dr. 
Singh

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
called for a reciprocal 
increase in German 
students studying in 
India, particularly in the 
areas of Oriental Stud-
ies, Indian Culture, and 
Traditional Knowledge 
Systems.

 “Germany has 
emerged as a favoured 
academic destina-
tion for Indian youth. 
Now we hope to see 
more German students 
exploring India’s intel-
lectual heritage and sci-
entific capabilities,” he 
said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
fondly recalled his 
recent visit to Berlin, 
observing the grow-
ing popularity of Indian 
cuisine and culture, 
with locals enthusiasti-
cally embracing Indian 
flavors in more than a 
dozen Indian food out-
lets.

The German side 
was represented by Dr. 
Markus Söder, along 
with Dr. Philipp Acker-
mann, German Ambas-
sador to India, and 
other senior delegates. 
From the Indian side, 
Dr. Abhay Karandikar, 
Secretary, Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST); Dr. Praveen 
Somasundaram, Head 
of International Coop-
eration, and Dr. Alka 
Sharma, Senior Advisor, 
Department of Biotech-
nology, also participated 
in the deliberations.

Germany Minister calls 
on Dr Jitendra, reiterates 
bilateral collaboration

Top News Report

CHANDIGARH, Apr 
13: The first restaurant 
of Canada’s renowned 
fried chicken brand, MB 
Chicken, was launched 
on Sunday in Chandi-
garh sector 35C market. 
MB Chicken is known for 
serving delicious fresh 
fried chicken prepared 
using its special kitchen 
technology.

To inaugurate the res-
taurant, MBI Brands 
CEO Gregory Roberts 
and MB Chicken Presi-
dent Cameron Thomson 
arrived from Canada. 
During the event, they 
shared that MB Chicken 
was established in 1969. 

With a legacy of over 
55 years, the brand is 
now serving fresh fried 
chicken to customers in 
more than 300 restau-
rants worldwide.

They also announced 
their plans to open 
multiple outlets across 
India. Restaurants in 
Gurugram, Doraha, 
and Jalandhar will be 
launching soon. 

Their primary goal is 
to offer customers not 
frozen but completely 
fresh fried chicken.

The aim is to deliver 
delicious food at the best 
prices. It’s not just about 
taste—great emphasis 
is placed on the quality 
of the chicken as well. 

That’s why they source 
their chicken from sup-
pliers who meet high 
standards and have 
been in the business for 
nearly 100 years.

What sets them apart 
is that they do not freeze 
the chicken—instead, 
they marinate fresh 
chicken and serve it 
directly to the custom-
ers.

MB Chicken COO 
Sanjeev Ghatak, MBI 
Brands VP International 
Dillon Powell, MB Chick-
en VP Gautam Kamra, 
and GM Marketing 
Ankita Mane were also 
present during the occa-
sion.

Canada’s renowned fried chicken brand 
MB Chicken now opens in Chandigarh

Army conducts of friendly 
volleyball match at Bhart

Top News Report

DODA, Apr 13: On 
popular demand of 
locals of Bhart, Indian 
Army organised a 
friendly volleyball match 
between two local 
teams of Doda on 12 
Apr 2025 in alignment 
with “Khelo India”. Both 
the teams consisted of 
players from various 
caste, creed and reli-
gion & displayed very 
high degree of sports-
manship and healthy 
competitive spirit. It was 
a thrilling and exciting 
match till the end. 

A total number of 11 
persons participated in 
the event. The Volley-
ball match was aimed 
at developing a com-

petitive spirit amongst 
the youth and also to 
provide them a platform 
to showcase their talent. 
The match was wit-
nessed with keen inter-
est by one and all, thus 
generating bonhomie 
amongst the players as 
well as locals.

An officer from Indian 
Army witnessed the 
match and he also 
congratulated both the 
teams for the sterling 
performance and dis-
tributed prizes to both 
the teams. 

Team members and 
locals expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude for 
organizing the event 
and requested for more 
such sporting events in 
the future.

Prof. Bharat Bhushan elected as Vice President 
of Central Committee of RBPS Vardha

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: Prof. Bharat Bhushan 
Sharma, Secretary and Director of 
Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti (RBPS) 
Jammu Branch has been elected as 
Vice President of the central commit-
tee of Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti, 
Vardha, Maharashtra. In an annual 
convention organized at Vardha, Maha-
rahtra wherein the representatives of 
branches from all over the country and 
headquarter at Vardha participated, 
he was unanimously elected as Vice 
President.

The other office bearers include Surya 
Vanshi Chowdhary as President, Ashish 
Vandile as General Secretary, Rahul 
Ovanthakar as treasurer and Jagdish 
Prasad Chaturvedi as secretary.

It is pertinent to add here that RBPS 
is a pioneer literary organization having 
it’s headquarter at Vardha in Maha-
rashtra and many branches across the 
country. It was founded by Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1936 with active support of 
Jamna Lal Bajaj, an eminent business-
man and politician with the sole purpose 
of promoting Rashtra Bhasha Hindi as 
a link language throughout the country.

Many prolific Hindi litterateurs and 
promoters of that time like Raj Rishi 
Parshotam Dass Tandon, Madan 
Mohan Malviya, Dr. Rajinder Prasad, 
Puran Singh, Prem Chand, Maithli 
Sharan Gupt and others became an 
integral part of the organization and 
helped in flourishing it. Branches were 
established in different cities across 
the country for connecting the masses 
through Hindi.  

Prof. Bharat Bhushan Sharma hailing 
from Jammu is an eminent scholar and 
litterateur of Sanskrit and Hindi. For his 
colossal contributions in the field of lit-
erature he has been honored by many 
Government and Non-Government 
organizations which included Sohard 
Samman from Hindi Sansthan of Gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh.

He has been actively involved in pro-
moting Rashtra Bhasha Hindi in the 
non-Hindi speaking region of Jammu 
& Kashmir by organizing seminars, at 
colleges, schools and Universities.

In addition he, as the Secretary and 
Director of RBPS Jammu ensures regu-
lar literary meetings of poets and short 
story writers thus providing a platform to 
aspiring talents. At the same time RBPS 
Jammu also publishes a magazine “ 
Amar Setu “ wherein the local Hindi writ-
ers get an opportunity to get published 
and being noticed at national level.
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R AIPUR, Apr 13 
(Agencies): The Indian 
men’s cricket team head 
coach Gautam Gamb-
hir arrived in Raipur on 
Sunday to attend Cric 
Fest 2025.

Gambhir highlighted 
the importance of such 
initiatives in nurturing 
local talent and provid-
ing better infrastructure 
for budding cricketers.

“It will motivate the 
players a lot, especially 
those from Chhattis-
garh who will get better 
facilities and will play for 
the state and then the 
country,” Gambhir told 
agency.

The former India 
opener, known for 

his passion for talent 
development, reiterated 
that exposure to proper 
training and infrastruc-
ture is crucial in trans-
forming young aspirants 
into professional crick-
eters. Cric Fest 2025 
is expected to boost 
cricketing activity in the 
region and inspire a new 
generation of players.

Gambhir savoured 
success last month 
after months of criticism, 
largely due to India’s 
shambolic Test perfor-
mance. India defied the 
odds stacked against 
them, rode high on stel-
lar performances and 
stayed unbeaten to lift 
the Champions Trophy 

in Dubai.
India outclassed New 

Zealand in all facets of 
the game to stand trium-
phant with a four-wicket 
victory. This was India’s 
second ICC title in a 
span of a year. Under 
former head coach 
Rahul Dravid, India 
scripted a memorable 
7-run victory against 
South Africa in Barba-
dos in the T20 World 
Cup 2024 final.

India’s Champions 
Trophy story of success 
came after a turbulent 
period which saw India 
crash out of the race for 
a spot in the World Test 
Championship final. It all 
began after New Zea-
land orchestrated a his-
toric series whitewash in 
the subcontinent, which 
left India’s road to the 
WTC final an intricate 
affair. After ending up on 
the wrong side of a 3-0 
series defeat, India had 
to defy the odds in Aus-
tralia with a series win.

Despite the historic win 
in the opening game in 
Perth, India’s hopes of 
a series win faded with 
each passing game, and 
the five-match series 
ended with Australia 
reclaiming the BGT 
after 10 years with a 
3-1 series win. India will 
begin its WTC 2025-27 
campaign with a five-
match series against 
England in June.

Team India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir arrives in Raipur to 
attend Cric Fest 2025

LUCKNOW, Apr 13 
(Agencies): All of Pri-
yansh Arya (Punjab 
Kings) or leg spinner 
Digvesh Rathi (Lucknow 
Super Giants), Vipraj 
Nigam (Delhi Capitals) 
and all-rounder Aniket 
Verma (Sunr isers 
Hyderabad) have one 
thing in common. They 
were relatively unknown 
cricketers outside their 
respective cricketing 
circles until they made 
a mark for their franchis-
es in the ongoing Indian 
Premier League (IPL).

Verma, a 23-year-
old pace bowling all-
rounder from Madhya 
Pradesh, hadn’t played 
a single representative 
game at senior level 
before the auction while 
Rathi got his T20 debut 
for Delhi only after being 
picked up by Lucknow.

No doubt they were 
talented but they were 
not considered big 
enough to attract bid-
ders’ attention ahead of 
the auction. But these 
cricketers were in high 
demand when the 2025 
mega auction happened 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
on November 24 and 25 
last year. Of course, a 
few of them had fared 
well for their state sides 
but it was their eye-
catching shows in their 
respective state T20 
leagues that made them 
the sought after players.

Arya had come into the 
auction on the back of 
his strong performance 
at the Delhi Premier 
League where he hit six 
sixes in an over on his 
way to century. When 
his name came up, 
both Punjab and Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
went after him before 
the former managed to 
snap him for Rs 3.80 

crore from a base price 
of Rs 30 lakh.

The story was the 
same for other relative-
ly unknown cricketers. 
Rathi had returned with 
a bagful of wickets in 
the Delhi League while 
Nigam was quite effec-
tive with his leg breaks 
in the Uttar Pradesh 
League. This also saw 
him making his debut for 
the senior UP sides in 
all formats. Verma was 
scoring runs in bulk in 
the U-23 matches but it 
was his century in the 
MP League that brought 
him on the radar.

Undoubtedly, the state 
leagues turned out to be 
their launching pad and 
they made the most of 
it. Ashish Tuli, general 
manager of the Punjab 
franchise (Cr icket 
Operations), admitted 
the state leagues have 
aided in the scout-
ing process. Tuli, who 
has been credited for 
unearthing talents like 
Arshdeep Singh, Rinku 
Singh, Ravi Bishnoi and 
many more, accepted 
the leagues have given 
the franchise a larger 
pool of players to select 
from.

“The introduction 
of state leagues has 
indeed facilitated the 
scout ing process. 
Initially, in the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, our 
scouts were limited to 
evaluating just 16 play-
ers selected per state 
association. However, 
with the advent of the 
T20 league, our scouts 
now have the oppor-
tunity to assess a sig-
nificantly larger pool of 
90 to 120 players on a 
common platform in just 
one state league,” Tuli 
told agency.

Tuli, who was also an 

analyst with the Indian 
team in the past, how-
ever, said they also 
have to look beyond the 
leagues to unearth tal-
ented players. “In addi-
tion to evaluating play-
ers in these leagues, 
our scouts also con-
duct a thorough check 
within the state, visiting 
clubs and academies to 
uncover hidden talent 
and identify promising 
players who may have 
been overlooked.”

Scouting for talents 
is nothing new and 
Mumbai Indians are con-
sidered to be a pioneer-
ing force in this direc-
tion. Former New Zea-
land captain and India 
coach John Wright had 
discovered the likes of 
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik 
and Krunal Pandya 
from the hinterlands 
while scouting for the 
Mumbai franchise. The 
joint-most successful 
franchise with five IPL 
titles have successfully 
unearthed prodigious 
talents year after year 
and Kerala’s Vignesh 
Puthur and Punjab’s 
Ashwani Kumar are the 
latest in the list. Soon 
enough, others joined 
the bandwagon with 
their ever-bulging teams 
of scouts also compris-
ing former players and 
cricket analysts.

Their job was to keep 
looking for talents round 
the clock and through-
out the year and tourna-
ments, be it age-group 
or senior, organised by 
the state units or their 
parent body BCCI were 
the go-to events for 
them. But as Tuli men-
tioned, the pool of play-
ers in these tournaments 
were limited. Prasanna 
Kannan, chief executive 
officer of the Tamil Nadu 

Premier League (TNPL), 
one of the oldest state 
T20 leagues in the coun-
try, also sang from the 
same hymn sheet.

“Each association can 
field only a 15-member 
squad and only 11 out 
of them play in a match,” 
Kannan told agency. 
“You can only have two 
openers, two finishers 
probably at No 5 and 6, 
a wicketkeeper, a couple 
of spinners and a few 
pacers in the playing XI. 
You may have choices 
for a particular skill set 
but all of them cannot 
be in the playing XI. 
So here, these leagues 
help. Every league has 
multiple teams and so 
the requirements for a 
player with a specific 
skill set are multiple. So 
the IPL franchises come 
out and scout talents 
they need. They keep 
these players in their 
development squad and 
monitor their progress.”

The TNPL CEO is not 
directly associated with 
the scouting process but 
has quite an understand-
ing of the process with 
him being on the ground 
during the TNPL. “Sup-
pose if some youngster 
is catching the eye of 
these franchises, what 
they will do is they moni-
tor him, his fitness and if 
there is any injury con-
cern. They have a dedi-
cated team of physios 
and trainers. This team 
looks after the develop-
ment squad. They make 
infrastructure available 
for these players and 
if the need arises, also 
work on technical flaws 
of the players. During 
the tournament also 
scouts visit venues and 
have unofficial interac-
tion with the organisers.”

As every coin has two 
sides, do these leagues 
also lead to competition 
among the scouts from 
different franchises? Tuli 
responded in the nega-
tive. “We don’t perceive 
the state T20 leagues 
as creating competi-
tion among scouts from 
different franchises. 
Instead, we view it as an 
opportunity to provide 
a platform for a larger 
number of players from 
the respective states to 
showcase their skills. 
Ultimately, the selec-
tion of players depends 
on the specific require-
ments of all the franchis-
es and the discerning 
eye of the scouts.”

But as the saying goes, 
you can only lead a horse 
to water, picking up an 
uncapped player by a 
franchise cannot secure 
his future. The player 
has to perform edition 
after edition to stay rel-
evant and get into the 
national side. Sameer 
Rizvi, who showed his 
hitting prowess in the UP 
League, was bought for 
Rs 8.40 crore by CSK in 
2024 and became one 
of the most expensive 
uncapped players in the 
IPL history. Below par 
performances meant the 
UP player was released 
by the franchise ahead 
of the mega auction. 
He was eventually pur-
chased by Delhi Capi-
tals for Rs 95 lakh, a 
significant cut from what 
he got only a year ago.

Hopefully, the new 
finds in this edition make 
the most of the oppor-
tunities to make it big in 
time to come as Arsh-
deep, Rinku, Bumrah, 
Hardik, Tilak Varma and 
many more had done in 
the past.

LUCKNOW, Apr 13 
(Agencies): Following 
his explosive inning 
against the Gujarat 
Titans in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 2025, 
Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) left-hand batter 
Nicholas Pooran shared 
thoughts on his hitting 
abilities in the ongoing 
18th edition of the cash-
rich league.

Gill-led GT’s four-
match win streak came 
to an end as explosive 
knocks from Aiden 
Markram and Nicholas 
Pooran helped LSG 
secure their fourth win 
of the tournament at 
Ekana Stadium.

Pooran slammed 61 
runs off just 34 balls, 
which was laced with 
seven maximums and 
one boundary in his 
innings which came at 
a staggering strike rate 
of 179.41.

Speaking on his hit-
ting ability at the post-
match presentation, 
the 29-year-old player 
said, “It is not so much 
about the hat but about 
winning the game. The 
wicket today was abso-
lutely beautiful to bat 
on. There was not much 
talk. As a group, we 
knew we had depth, and 
we were batting well, so 
we tried to continue as 
much as possible. What 
was good was the part-
nership, and Aiden con-
tinued on. Unfortunately, 
Mitch did not play today, 
and Rishabh came out 
to open. (on his hitting) 
I surprise myself some-
times, get the ball close 
to the middle of the 
bat, and adjust my bat-
swing.”

“If I tell you everything, 
then they will figure 
me out eventually. It’s 
about understanding 

who to take down and 
sometimes leaving 
the ego away. It is not 
about hitting sixes for 
me, it is how I go about 
my innings. When get-
ting the opportunity to 
bat at number 3, you 
need to make the play 
at times and consoli-
date at times. (on taking 
down Sai Kishore) I had 
to be brave and take 
my matchup on. Today 
I was lucky, it was the 
big side and I can hit it 
in the air and get out too, 
it was my matchup and 
today was one of the 
days when it came off,” 
the southpaw added.

Coming to the match, 
LSG won the toss and 
elected to field first. A 
120-run partnership 
between Gill (60 in 38 
balls, with six fours and a 
six) and Sudharsan (56 
in 37 balls, with seven 
fours and a six) got GT 
off to a fine start. How-
ever, after losing both 
openers, GT could not 
really recover and made 
180/6 in their 20 overs, 
after losing Washington 
Sundar (2), Jos Buttler 

(16), Sherfane Ruth-
erford (22) and Rahul 
Tewatia (0) quickly.

Shardul Thakur (2/34) 
and Ravi Bishnoi (2/36) 
were the top bowlers 
for LSG while Digvesh 
Rathi and Avesh Khan 
also got a wicket.

During the run-chase, 
LSG started off really 
well with a 65-run stand 
between Markram and 
skipper Rishabh Pant 
(21 in 18 balls, with four 
boundaries). Another 
brilliant half-century 
stand followed between 
Markram (58 in 31 balls, 
with nine fours and a six) 
and Nicholas Pooran 
(61 in 34 balls, with a 
four and seven sixes). 
Finishing touches from 
Ayush Badoni (28* in 
20 balls, with two fours 
and a six) took LSG to a 
win with three balls and 
seven wickets left.

LSG is at the third 
spot in the points table 
with four wins and two 
losses, giving them 
eight points. GT has the 
same win-loss record 
and sits at number two.

State T20 leagues, a happy hunting ground for 
IPL scouts

“I surprise myself sometimes”: 
LSG batter Nicholas Pooran 
opens up on his strokeplay

HYDERABAD, Apr 13 (Agen-
cies): Abhishek Sharma lit up 
the Indian Premier League (IPL) 
2025 with a jaw-dropping knock 
of 141 off just 55 balls against 
Punjab Kings (PBKS) in Hyder-
abad, drawing praise from crick-
eting legends.

The left-hander’s innings, 
decorated with 14 boundaries 
and 10 sixes, came at a stag-
gering strike rate of 256.36 and 
will go down as one of the most 
explosive knocks in IPL history.

Opening the innings for 
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH), 
Abhishek paired brilliantly 
with Travis Head, who himself 
smashed 66 off 37 balls, hit-
ting nine boundaries and three 
sixes. The duo laid a solid foun-
dation for SRH with their attack-
ing brand of cricket, making life 
miserable for the PBKS bowl-
ers.

In a heartwarming moment 
after reaching his century, 
Abhishek held up a handwritten 
note that read, “This one is for 
Orange Army.” The gesture was 
later posted by Sunrisers Hyder-
abad’s official X handle, earning 
widespread love from fans.

Cricketing greats were quick 
to acknowledge the brilliance 
of the young southpaw. Former 
India star Yuvraj Singh took to X 
to share his excitement, writing,

“Wah Sharma ji ke bete! 98 
pe single, phir 99 pe single! 
Itni maturity ha am nahi ho 
rahi! Great knock @IamAbhiS-
harma4. Well played @Travis-
Head24 -- these openers are a 
treat to watch together! #SRH-

vsPBKS @IPL. Well played @
ShreyasIyer15, great to watch 
aswell.”

Batting legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar also hailed Abhishek’s 
shot-making and control at the 
crease on his official X handle,

“Abhishek’s incredible hand 
speed and the way he manag-
es to get under the ball to send 
it miles is fantastic to watch. A 
knock for the ages. Keep it up!”

The left-hander, who had been 
searching for form, finally found 
his rhythm and punished the 
Punjab attack with a mix of clean 
hitting and fearless strokeplay.

Despite PBKS’s efforts to pull 
things back, Abhishek’s assault 
proved too heavy a blow to 
recover from. The innings will 
go down as one of the most 
dominant batting displays of the 
season and could well mark a 
turning point in Sunrisers Hyder-

abad’s (SRH) campaign.
With this knock, Abhishek 

made history on Saturday, hit-
ting the highest individual score 
by an Indian player in Indian 
Premier League (IPL) history.

The 24-year-old player has 
overtaken KL Rahul (132 against 
Royal Challengers Bengaluru in 
IPL 2020) as the player with the 
highest score by an Indian in IPL 
history.

Overall, next to Chris Gayle 
(175* for RCB against Pune 
Warriors India in 2013) and 
Brendon McCullum (for Kolkata 
Knight Riders against RCB in 
2008), this is the third-highest 
individual score in IPL history.

The youngster hit 116 of his 
runs in boundaries, breaking 
the record of Jonny Bairstow 
(90) for most runs in an innings 
by an SRH batter via boundar-
ies. Also, his 10 sixes are the 

most by an SRH player in an 
innings, overtaking David War-
ner’s eight.

Coming to the match, PBKS 
won the toss and elected to bat 
first. A 66-run stand between 
Priyansh Arya (36 in 13 balls, 
with two fours and four sixes) 
and Prabhsimran Singh (42 in 
23 balls, with seven fours and 
a six) started off things well for 
PBKS. Later, a half-century 
from skipper Shreyas Iyer (82 
in 36 balls, with six fours and 
six sixes) and a final flourish 
from Marcus Stoinis (34* in 11 
balls, with a four and four sixes) 
powered PBKS to 245/6 in their 
20 overs.

Harshal Patel (4/42) and 
Eshan Malinga (2/45) were 
among the wicket-takers for 
SRH.In the run-chase of 246 
runs, Abhishek (141 in 55 balls, 
with 14 fours and 10 sixes) and 
Travis Head (66 in 37 balls, 
with nine fours and three sixes) 
started off well with a 171-run 
partnership. After Head was 
dismissed, Abhishek continued 
to rage while Heinrich Klaasen 
(21*) and Ishan Kishan (9*) put 
some finishing touches, chasing 
down the mammoth total.

This is also the second-highest 
run chase in IPL history, with 
262 chased by PBKS against 
defending champions Kolkata 
Knight Riders (KKR) last year 
being at the top. SRH has risen 
to the eighth spot with two wins 
and four losses while PBKS is at 
sixth place, with three wins and 
two losses.

IPL 2025: Yuvraj, Sachin praise Abhishek Sharma’s 
blistering 141 against PBKS

Opening the innings for Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH), Abhishek paired brilliantly with 
Travis Head, who himself smashed 66 off 37 balls, hitting nine boundaries and three sixes. 
The duo laid a solid foundation for SRH with their attacking brand of cricket, making life 

miserable for the PBKS bowlers.
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Top News Report

KATHUA, Apr 13: 
The auspicious occa-
sion of Hanuman Jay-
anti was celebrated 
with great enthusiasm 
and religious fervor at 
the Hanuman Mandir 
(Basuki Nag Dham) in 
Maali (Plakh).

Devotees thronged 
the temple premises in 
large numbers, offering 
Laddu, sweets, fruits, 
and other offerings 
to seek the blessings 
of Lord Hanuman for 
the fulfillment of their 
wishes.

A special Sundarkand 
Path was organized 
by Pt. Krishan Shastri, 
during which scores of 
devotees gathered to 
sing Hanuman Stuti in 
unison. The collective 
prayers and devotion 
filled the temple prem-
ises with an atmosphere 
of spiritual serenity and 
divine energy.

Col. Mahan Singh 
(Retd), DDC Chairman, 
also took part in the 
Puja ceremony, offering 
his prayers for the well-
being of the community.

While addressing the 
gathering of devotees, 
Col. Singh spoke with 
great reverence about 
the immense signifi-
cance of Lord Hanu-
man, describing him as 
Rudraavtar, an incarna-
tion of Lord Shiva who 
embodies unparalleled 
strength and devo-
tion. He emphasized 
that Lord Hanuman’s 
divine power is not only 
capable of ridding us of 
our enemies but also 
protecting us from all 
forms of evil and mis-

fortune. His divine abili-
ties extend to healing 
ailments and providing 
relief from suffering, 
making him a symbol 
of hope and resilience 
for all.

Col. Singh further high-
lighted that Hanuman’s 
unwavering devotion to 
Lord Rama, combined 
with his extraordinary 
strength, make him the 
ultimate conqueror of 
all adversities. His dedi-
cation and selfless ser-
vice are a reminder that, 
through faith and perse-
verance, we can over-
come the greatest of 
challenges and emerge 
victorious in the face of 

hardships.
As a token of the 

divine blessings, Aarti 
Parshad was distrib-
uted to all those pres-
ent at the temple. The 
picturesque location of 
the Hanuman Mandir 
added to the sacred 
atmosphere, enhancing 
the experience of chant-
ing mantras and prayers 
amidst the tranquil sur-
roundings.

The celebration was a 
testament to the deep-
rooted faith and devo-
tion of the community, 
reinforcing the impor-
tance of Lord Hanu-
man’s blessings in over-
coming life’s challenges.

Hanuman Jayanti celebrated 
with religious fervour at 
Hanuman Mandir, Maali
Lord Hanuman the ultimate conqueror of 
adversities says Col. Mahan

Natrang presents Balwant Gargi’s 
comedy play ‘Kabab Mein Haddi’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: 
Natrang presented Bal-
want Gargi’s famous 
comedy play ‘Kabab 
Mein Haddi’ today in 
Sunday Theatre series 
at its studio theatre. The 
play was directed by 
Neeraj Kant. The hilari-

ous situations in the play 
made laughter irresist-
ible for the audience 
which responded with 
applauses throughout 
the play.

‘Kabab Mein Haddi’ as 
the name suggests is 
a story of one intruder 
between two lovers. 
Naseem and Safdar 
are two college friends. 

Naseem is in love with 
Jameela. Both are 
post-graduate students 
studying in a University. 
Jameela is putting-up in 
the girls hostel whereas 
Naseem and Safdar are 
living in a rented accom-
modation. Despite 
having engaged they 
hardly find any space 

and avenue to meet 
each other to share 
their feelings. Jamee-
la’s hostel warden is 
very strict and hardly 
allows her to move out 
and this side, Naseem’s 
sticky friend Safdar 
hardly leaves him alone.  
Both have been shown 
making attempts to meet 
each other but in vain. 
Mustering courage and 
pulling in all resources 
they plan their outing on 
Friendship day. 

The movement they 
step-out, Safdar makes 
his unwanted entry and 
offers them to escort 
them throughout their 
outing. 

Both try to convince 
him that they can move 
on their own but this fool-
ish friend is not ready 
to buy their arguments 
and forcefully accom-
panies them. The real 
comedy unveils here 
when Safdar spoils their 
every precious moment 
by intruding between 
them by creating funny 
situations. His intru-
sions irritate them and 

the moment he sees 
that they are irritated; 
he tries to be closer 
to them with the inten-
tion to ease out tension 
and conflict between 
them. Finally they get 
an opportunity to meet 
but the same is spoiled 
by their sincere friend. 
In fact Safdar sincerely 
wants to help both but 
his over whelming con-
cern creates dramatic 
turns in the story. Wher-
ever he is not required 
he will suddenly make 
his entry and would turn 
the whole situation.

This play was present-
ed in a very beautiful 
manner by the young 
actors of Natrang. Aryan 
Sharma as ‘Naseem’, 
Kartik Kumar as ‘Safdar’ 
and Manvi Devi as 
‘Jameela’ played their 
respective characters 
with full confidence 
and professional ease. 
Neeraj Kant executed 
the lights of the play 
and Adaksh Bagal ren-
dered the music. The 
show was coordinated 
by Mohd. Yaseen.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: A 
meeting of the All India 
Migrant Camp Coor-
dination Committee 
(AIMCCC) was con-
vened under the chair-
manship of B.K. Raina 
in Jammu. During the 
meeting, he passionate-
ly addressed the mem-
bers and highlighted the 
long-standing neglect 
faced by the Kashmiri 
Pandit migrant commu-
nity. 

He stated, “Our com-
munity has witnessed 
the indifference of both 
local and central politi-
cal parties since the 
onset of our migration. 
None have genuinely 
stood with us in action 
or spirit. Their slogans 
are hollow, their promis-
es fleeting. These politi-

cal entities are more 
invested in their mutual 
benefit than in our real 
upliftment.”* He urged 
the community to remain 
vigilant and not to be 
swayed by superficial 
assurances or election-
time theatrics.

Desh Ratten, President 
of AIMCCC, raised seri-
ous concerns regarding 
the recent list of temples 
and shrines compiled by 
the JKUT Government. 
He expressed dismay 
that numerous temples, 
especially in the Kash-
mir Division, were either 
missing from the list or 
had incorrect details 
regarding land and his-
torical positioning as 
it stood in the 1990s. 
Even more troubling, he 
added, “Temples that 
are completely damaged 
have been shown as 

only partially damaged. 
This clearly shows a lack 
of sincerity and accuracy 
by the officials involved.”

AIMCCC demands 
strict action against the 
officials responsible for 
this incomplete and mis-
leading documentation. 
The organization asserts 
that the list must reflect 
ground realities, backed 
by accurate data and 
community consultation.

Further, AIMCCC 
called upon the Gov-
ernment to address the 
pressing issues faced 
by PM Package employ-
ees. Many of these 
employees continue to 
serve in the Valley with-
out ever being deployed 
to Jammu, despite a 
staff shortage in migrant 
schools and institutions 
in the region. The prac-
tice of selective deploy-

ment has created unrest 
among employees, and 
AIMCCC insists on a 
transparent, inclusive 
deployment policy, along 
with complete promo-
tions and rightful ben-
efits for all PM Package 
employees.

P.N. Jalali, Vice Presi-
dent, and  Jawahir Lal 
Raina, General Sec-
retary, also expressed 
serious concern over the 
lack of proper accommo-
dation for PM Package 
employees in the Valley. 
Most of them are living in 
rented spaces, highlight-
ing the government’s 
inadequate response to 
their welfare and secu-
rity.

Additionally, AIMCCC 
leaders  s t rong ly 
appealed to the PWD 
Department, Nagrota, 
to urgently issue ten-

AIMCCC projects of KP migrant community
ders for the repair of 
the Jagti Township to 
Kandoli Mata Road, 
which is in a severe-
ly dilapidated state. 
They emphasized that 
immediate restoration 
is essential to prevent 
further hardship for 
residents.

Finally, AIMCCC made 
a heartfelt request 
to the Army School 
Authority, Nagrota, to 
grant admissions to 
students from the Kash-
miri Pandit community 
across various class-
es, citing humanitarian 
grounds and the need 
for educational support.

Dimple leads rally demanding restora-
tion of J&K Statehood, Darbar Move
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 13: In 
a spirited wave of slo-
gans, banners held 
high, and hearts aflame 
with Dogra pride, Sunil 
Dimple, President of 
Mission Statehood, led 
a massive protest rally 
at Janipur High Court 
Chowk, calling for the 
immediate restoration 
of Jammu & Kashmir’s 
statehood, special 
status, and the revival 
of the historic Darbar 
Move.

Under the spring sky, 
as hundreds of trad-
ers, transporters, and 
citizens stood shoulder-
to-shoulder, Dimple pas-
sionately appealed to 
the visiting Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to 
announce the resump-
tion of the Darbar Move 
this April — a tradi-
tion that once kept the 
administrative heartbeat 
of J&K pulsating through 
both Jammu and Sri-
nagar.

 “The traders are gasp-
ing under economic 
collapse. The lifeline 
of our local economy, 
our Dogra identity, and 
our constitutional guar-
antees have been torn 
apart,” said Dimple, 

addressing the crowd. 
“We demand the revival 
of the Dogra princely 
state with state subject 
rights, special status, 
and full implementa-
tion of the Instrument of 
Accession.”

With burning convic-
tion, he accused the 
BJP-led central gov-
ernment of triggering 
a downward spiral — 
rising unemployment, 
shattered local busi-
nesses, and a hemor-
rhaging economy, par-
ticularly after the halting 
of the Darbar Move and 
abrogation of Article 
370.

Dimple further claimed 
that the government 
had issued over 84,000 

domicile certificates to 
non-residents, aiming to 
dilute the demographic 
identity of Dogra heri-
tage, and allotted lakhs 
of canals of land to over 
200 outside investors, 
undermining the rights 
of local stakeholders.

Referencing a survey, 
he alleged that five lakh 
non-residents have set-
tled in J&K post-reorga-
nization — a move he 
calls a “demographic 
engineering project” fol-
lowing the dismantling of 
the Dogra state.

Rejecting the newly 
passed Waqf Bill, 
Dimple denounced it as 
a divisive policy aimed 
at deepening religious 
fault lines in the country.

He vowed, with fire in 
his words and resolve 
in his soul, “Our political 
and judicial struggle will 
not end until we restore 
our Dogra state, Article 
370, and unify Jammu, 
Kashmir, Ladakh, and 
even PoK and Gilgit-
Baltistan. Our fight is for 
justice, for history, for 
the soul of our home-
land.”

Prominent voices 
alongside Dimple in 
the protest included 
Sachin Soi, Sat Sharma, 
Rupesh Bhat, Anmol 
Anand, Sanjay Kumar, 
among many others — 
all unified under one cry: 
Restore J&K. Revive 
Darbar. Rekindle the 
Dogra flame.


