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BRIEFLY
DSEK orders 
change 
in school 
timing for 
Kashmir 
division

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The Direc-
tor of School Education 
Kashmir (DSEK) Satur-
day ordered change in 
school timing for Kash-
mir division with effect 
from April-01.

DSEK in a order said 
that the schools within 
Srinagar municipal limits 
shall have a school time 
of 9:00 am to 3:00 pm in 
all government and pri-
vate schools.

It also said that the 
educational institutes 
outside municipal limits 
of Srinagar and other 
areas of Kashmir prov-
ince shall have timing of 
09:30 am to 03:30 pm.

 “The order and instruc-
tions shall be adhered 
to strictly by all the con-
cerned institutions. Any 
deviation in this regard 
shall be viewed serious-
ly,” DSEK said.

Unidentified 
body found 
in North 
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): An uniden-
tified body was dis-
covered on Saturday 
inside a filtration plant in 
Nowgam, Baramulla.

An official said that 
the body was found this 
afternoon at the Thanda 
Kasi filtration plant, 
prompting immediate 
notification to the police.

 “A police team has 
arrived at the site, and 
the body has been taken 
into possession for nec-
essary medico-legal 
formalities,” the official 
added.

Further details are 
awaited.

Traders in 
Kashmir 
witness 
lacklusture 
sales ahead 
of Eid

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Markets in 
Srinagar and other parts 
of the Kashmir valley 
lack the usual hustle-
bustle ahead of Eid-ul-
Fitr with many traders 
staring at losses due to 
sluggish sales during the 
festival.Jammu tourism 
guide

The Eid-ul-Fitr festival, 
which marks the culmi-
nation of Muslim fast-
ing month of Ramzan, 
will be celebrated either 
on Monday or Tuesday 
depending on the sight-
ing of the crescent on 
Sunday.

However, markets 
in and around the Lal 
Chowk city centre — 
the Srinagar’s commer-
cial hub — have been 
witnessing muted sales.

Local traders attributed 
the lack of enthusiasm 
among shoppers to the
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JAMMU, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Security forces on 
Saturday extended the 
ongoing search opera-
tion to new areas after 
the body of the fourth 
policeman and two slain 
terrorists were recov-
ered from the scene of 
a gunfight in a remote 
forested area in Kathua 
district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said.

Body of head con-
stable Jagbir Singh 
was retrieved from 
Ghati Juthana forest 
in Rajbagh and was 
shifted to Jammu where 
a wreath laying cere-
mony for the deceased 
was held near police 
headquarters Gulshan 
Ground, they said.

The officials said 
bodies of two Pakistani 
terrorists, believed to be 
affiliated with proscribed 
Jaish-e-Mohammad 
outfit, were also recov-
ered along with war-like 
stores.

The encounter in the 
area began on Thurs-
day morning and con-
tinued throughout the 
day on Friday. A total of 
four policemen and two 
recently infiltrated ter-
rorists were killed, while 

the search for other 
members of the terrorist 
group is continuing for 
the third day on Satur-
day.

Earlier, officials had put 
the death toll of terrorists 
at three but the Director 
General of Police Nalin 
Prabhat late Friday eve-
ning clarified that only 
two terrorists and four 
policemen were killed in 
the encounter.

Bodies of three police-
men — Balwinder Singh 
Chib, Jaswant Singh and 
Tariq Ahmed — were 
retrieved last evening 
and their wreath laying 
ceremony led by the 
DGP was held at Dis-
trict Police Lines Kathua 
before their bodies were 
handed over to their 
families.

The officials said secu-

rity forces are sanitis-
ing the scene of the 
encounter while the 
search operation was 
extended to adjoining 
areas including Billawar 
heights to track down 
and neutralize the ter-
rorists.

Gunfire and deafening 
sounds of explosions 
were also heard near the 
scene of the encounter 
this morning as well but 
it was later clarified that 
the firing was deliberate 
by the security forces 
as part of the counter 
terror strategy and the 
blasts were the result 
of disposing off littered 
explosive material, the 
officials said.

 “Relentless operations 
since March 27 have led 
to the elimination of two 
terrorists and recovery 

of war-like stores. The 
operation continues,” 
Army’s rising star corps.

The DGP confirmed 
this was the same 
group of terrorists which 
was earlier intercepted 
in Saniyal village near 
International border in 
Hiranagar sector on 
March 23 evening but 
managed their escape, 
resolving that his force 
will ensure that all terror 
groups are appropriately 
dealt with.

Talking to reporters 
after the wreath laying 
ceremony in Kathua late 
Friday evening, the DGP 
said their loss will not be 
compensated by words 
but by deeds.

 “Neither the intention 
of J&K Police has weak-
ened nor is our goal far 
away from us. Our goal 
is clear and so the inten-
tion. There is no lack of 
passion as J&K police 
is the only force in the 
country which is writ-
ing its history in golden 
words by its bravery and 
sacrifice.

 “We will not sleep or 
take rest as long as our 
impure neighbour (Paki-
stan) and its (terror)

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Statehood in 
Jammu and Kashmir will 
be restored as promised 
before, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah has 
said, without giving any 
timeline.

 Shah said at the 
“Times Now Summit 
2025” Friday night that 
assembly elections 
were held in Jammu and 
Kashmir peacefully last 
year.

“We have given the 
assurance that state-
hood will be restored. 
From the very begin-
ning, we have said that 

statehood would be 
given. But it can’t be 
disclosed when it will be 
given at a public forum,” 
he said when asked 
about the timeline for 
restoration of statehood.

When Article 370 was 

abrogated and the erst-
while state of Jammu 
and Kashmir was bifur-
cated into two Union 
territories in 2019, Shah 
had said in Parliament 
that statehood of Jammu 
and Kashmir would be 
restored at an appropri-
ate time.

“This was the first elec-
tion in Kashmir after 40 
years in which there 
was no re-polling in any 
place. Not a single tear 
gas or bullet was fired. 
Sixty per cent people 
exercised their fran-
chise, this is a huge 
change,” he said.

JAMMU, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on 

Saturday attended the 
wreath laying ceremo-
ny of a policeman who 
along with his three col-

leagues was martyred in 
a two-day long gunfight 
with Pakistani terrorists 
in Kathua district.

Abdullah led the 
wreath laying ceremony 
of head constable Jagbir 
Singh, incharge of police 
post Safiyan, at police 
headquarters Gulshan 
Ground here.

Deputy Chief Minister 
Surinder Choudhary, 
minister Satish Sharma, 

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The repre-
sentatives of the J&K 
Vocational Teachers 
Welfare Association 
(VTWA) have decided 
to launch an indefinite 
strike from March 31 
of 2025 to protest what 
they termed as systemic 
injustice.

In this regard, the 
members of VTWA on 
Friday held a meeting in 
Srinagar to finalise the 
programme.

As per a handout 
issued here, the meeting 
was held amidst growing 
tensions between Voca-
tional Training Providers 
(VTPs) and the adminis-
tration.

 “The members unani-
mously pledge to strike 
against an unfair and 
unjust system plaguing 
vocational education in 
the Union Territory,” the 
handout reads.

The Vocational train-
ers working under 
the Samagra Shiksha 
have voiced concerns 
over systemic failures, 
including the inefficien-
cies of the VTP model, 
inadequate salaries, and 
the lack of student certi-
fication and placement 
since the program’s 
inception in 2016.

 “During the meeting, 
members expressed 
frustration over the 
government’s inac-

tion despite repeated 
appeals,” the handout 
reads.

The members accused 
the VTPs of exploiting 
trainers and making 
profits from the project 
without delivering tan-
gible results.

 “A key point of discus-
sion was the alleged 
coercive measures 
being taken by VTPs 
even before the com-
mencement of the pro-
test,” the handout reads.

The association rep-
resentatives claimed 
that VTPs were feel-
ing threatened by the 
upcoming indefinite 
strike and have resorted 
to intimidation tactics to 

Search operation for terrorists extended 
to new areas in Kathua

Statehood in Jammu and Kashmir to be 
restored as promised: Amit Shah

CM Omar Abdullah attends wreath laying 
ceremony of fallen Policeman in Jammu

Vocational teachers vow indefinite strike 
against ‘Systemic Injustice’ in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment is establishing an 
early warning system to 
enhance preparedness 
for any sudden breach 
of glacial lakes due to 
the climate change-
induced rapid melting in 

the Himalayas, officials 
said here.

They said there is an 
“imminent risk of sudden 
breach” of Glacial Lakes 
in the high-altitude 
regions, particularly in 
the Himalayas, and the 
government has adopt-
ed a proactive approach 

for mitigation and risk 
reduction to address the 
growing threat.

 “The government 
of J-K has adopted a 
focused, holistic and 
a proactive approach 
which include compre-
hensive understanding 
of risk landscape and 
the development of 
robust mitigation and 
risk reduction strate-
gies,” an official said.

In this connection, the 
government has con-
stituted the FGMC or 
Focused ‘Glacial Lake 
Outburst Flood’ (GLOF) 
Monitoring Committee 
which has conducted

J-K govt to set up early warning system to 
deal with sudden glacial lake breaches
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: J&K 
Prominent Political 
leader Vivek Bali, was 
warmly welcomed in R 
S Pura, accompanied by 
Senior Leader Dilawar 
Singh ,Senior leader Raj 
kumar Ji and Rajesh Ji 
were also present.

During his visit, citi-
zens of R S Pura poured 
out their grievances, 
with the primary concern 
being the lack of job 
security and benefits for 
contractual employees.

Vivek Bali, known 
for his commitment to 
social welfare, empa-

thized with the struggles 
of these employees 
and their families. He 
emphasized the need 
for immediate relief, 
demanding that the gov-
ernment provide health 
insurance benefits to 
contractual employees 
on an immediate basis. 
This, he stated, would 
help secure their fami-
lies from financial loss 
and uncertainty.

However, Vivek Bali’s 
long-term vision is to 
ensure that these con-
tractual employees are 
converted into perma-
nent employees, provid-
ing them with job secu-

rity, stability, and dignity. 
He urged the govern-
ment to take concrete 
steps towards achiev-
ing this goal, promot-
ing employment oppor-
tunities and economic 
growth in the region.

The citizens of R S 
Pura expressed their 
gratitude to Vivek Bali 
for his unwavering sup-
port and commitment to 
their cause. His dedi-
cation to social welfare 
and his willingness to 
listen to the concerns 
of the common man 
have earned him wide-
spread appreciation and 
respect.

Vivek Bali demands job security 
for contractual employees
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JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Brahman Sabha 
Channi Himmat on Sat-
urday continued  green 
cover  plantation drive 
at  different  sectors 
of Channi Himmat  to  
promote  environmental 
resources.  The event 
was inaugurated by  
Sunil Sharma, Head of 
Channi Himmat Brah-
man Sabha alongwith 
Colonel R.K. Sharma 
and Acharya Chotu 
Ram Sharma.

S u n i l  S h a r m a 
appealed to all the citi-
zens residing in differ-
ent sectors of Channi 
Himmat to come for-
ward and actively par-
ticipate in the drive 
launched by Brahman 
Sabha Channi Himmat. 
Plants are the lifeline of  
people as they provide 
the needed resistance 
to  neutralize  pollu-
tion having  crossed 
the  admissible limits, 
especially  in urban 
sectors, Besides, plan-
tation of trees enhanc-
es the  level of oxygen 
and provides fresh air 
which mitigates the 
impact of global warm-
ing, rain deficit and poor  
air quality. 

Sharma fur ther 
appealed to the general 
public to come forward 
and plant atleast  two 
trees to improve  green-
ery for a pollution free 
atmosphere.

Stressing on protect-
ing nature,  intelligent 
Kewal Krishan Sharma  
said, “Trees are also 
the natural habitats  for 
birds and several other 
creatures like honey 
bees etc. It is the need 
of the hour to double  
our efforts to intensify 
the drive for tree planta-
tion  on a war footing to 
tackle  increasing  pol-
lution.”

During the drive, a 
large number of sap-

lings of different cat-
egories including orna-
mental, herbal, trees 
of spiritual importance 
like Ficus religiosa 
(Peepal), Indian goose-
beery (Amla), Aegle 
marmelos (beel) etc 

were planted in differ-
ent locations as well as 
in vacant  areas of  the 
Channi Himmat colony.  
The plantation drive 
was attended by Inder 
Shrma, Jagdish Dogra 
Ex-president Sanatan 

Dharam Sabha Subash 
Shastri President NMC, 
R.K. Sharma, P.N. Koul, 
Inder Sharma, Prem 
Balotra, M.L.Padha, 
Sunil Sharma, San-
jeev Sharma, Bakshish 
Kumar and others.

Brahman  Sabha Channi Himmat 
continues green cover plantation drive
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JAMMU, Mar 29: After 
limiting the Shri Mata 
Vaishnodevi Yatra to 
Katra and making it 
incomplete, now prepa-
rations have been made 
to snatch the annual 
Holy Amarnath Yatra 
from Jammu, stated by 
Manish Sahni, Presi-
dent, Shiv Sena (UBT) 
Jammu-Kashmir unit.

In a press conference 
held today at the party’s 
state central office, state 
chief Manish Sahni said 
that in a very planned 
manner, the economic 
backbone of Jammu’s 
business, which is 
dependent on religious 
devotees, is being 
broken.

Before the year 2014, 
the Manmohan gov-
ernment had promised 
to send only 1-2 trains 
to Katra on the protest 
of the business class 
of Jammu, but during 
the Modi government, 
almost all the trains 
were reaching Katra 

directly. Due to which, 
along with affecting the 
business of Jammu, the 
Shri Mata Vaishnodevi 
Yatra has also become 
incomplete. 

Devo tees  were 
deprived of the dar-
shan and blessings of 
the historical temples 
of Jammu including the 
first darshan, Kol Kan-
doli and second Deva 
Mai.

Now, under a well-
thought-out strategy, 
preparations have been 
made to keep Jammu 
out of the annual Shri 
Amarnath Yatra. 

Trains are reaching 
Kashmir directly and 
the main base camp has 
been built in Srinagar’s 
Panthachowk where-
as despite laying the 
foundation stone twice 
in 2021 and 2023, the 
work of Amarnath Yatra 
Base Camp in Jammu 
has not progressed 
beyond the foundation 
stone.

Sahni said that all the 
businesses related to 

religious tourism busi-
ness including hotels, 
lounges, taxis in Jammu 
are facing a severe eco-
nomic recession.

Sahni said that he has 
no aversion to develop-
ment but cannot see 
Jammu getting ruined. 
Plans should also be 
made to give impetus to 
the economy of Jammu.

On this occasion 
Meenakshi Chhibber 
(President Women 
Wing), Vikas Bakshi 
(General Secretary), 
Balwant Singh (Vice 
President), Raj Singh 
(President Kamghar 
Wing), Rohan Malwal 
(President Jammu) 
were present.

 Meanwhile, Manish 
Sahni wished everyone 
a Happy Hindu New 
Year and Navratri. He 
said that it is a lucky 
coincidence that Chai-
tra Navratri Durga Puja 
is starting from Sunday, 
March 30 this year. The 
Hindu New Year Vikram 
Samvat will also begin 
from this day.

Now conspiracy to snatch 
Amarnath Yatra: Shiv Sena
Wishes for happy Hindu New Year and Navratri
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JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
second session of the 
two-day workshop on 
Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPR), organized 
by PHD Chamber of 
Commerce and Indus-
try (PHDCCI) with sup-
port from the Office of 
the Development Com-
missioner MSME, Min-
istry of MSME, Govt. 
of India, focused on 
the Impact of Intellec-
tual Property Rights on 
Tourism. Held at Hotel 
Radisson Blu, the ses-
sion was moderated by 
Ms. Kanchan Zutshi, 
Director, PHDCCI.

Sh. Rakesh Wazir, 
Chair, PHDCCI Jammu 
Chapter, welcomed the 
distinguished speakers 
and attendees, empha-
sizing the critical role 
of IPR in the tourism 
sector. He highlighted 
how intellectual prop-
erty, including trade-
marks, geographical 
indications, and brand-
ing, plays a key role in 
enhancing the identity 
and global appeal of 
tourist destinations. 
He also urged tourism 
stakeholders, including 
hoteliers, travel opera-
tors, and local artisans, 
to protect and promote 
their unique offerings 
through effective IP 
strategies.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Ms. Yasha 
Mudgal, Commission-
er Secretary, Tourism 
J&K, underscored the 

PHDCCI Holds Insightful Session on “Impact of 
Intellectual Property Rights on Tourism” in Jammu

importance of sustain-
able tourism practices 
that balance economic 
growth with environ-
mental preservation. 
She stressed the need 
to identify and promote 
Jammu’s Unique Sell-
ing Proposition (USP) 
to attract more tourists 
while ensuring the pro-
tection of its natural and 
cultural heritage. She 
also highlighted the 
role of IPR in branding 
local tourism products 
and services, which can 
significantly enhance 
Jammu’s visibility on 
the national and inter-
national tourism map.

She suggested 
PHDCCI to choose a 
tag line for Jammu for 
promoting tourism and 
if approved get it reg-
istered under Intellec-
tual Property Rights. 
PHDCCI assured full 
support from PHDCCI 
IPFC which is sup-
ported by Ministry of 
MSME, GoI

Dr. Vikas Gupta, 
Director, Tourism 
Jammu, provided 
insights into various 
initiatives undertaken 
by the J&K Tourism 
Department to strength-
en the region’s tourism 
sector. He elaborated 
on how IPR can help 
in protecting traditional 
crafts, cultural symbols, 
and hospitality brands, 
ensuring their long-term 
value and authentic-
ity in the competitive 
global market.

Adding to the discus-
sion, Sh. Gaurav Gogia 
delivered an in-depth 
presentation on intel-
lectual property rights, 
explaining their signifi-
cance in tourism-relat-
ed enterprises. Citing 
examples of glob-
ally recognized brands 
such as Coca-Cola and 
Parle-G, he illustrated 
how strong IP protec-
tion enables business-
es to maintain brand 
identity, build customer 

trust, and drive long-
term growth.

The session conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks 
by Sh. Sanjay Gupta, 
Co-Chair, PHDCCI 
Jammu Chapter, who 
expressed gratitude to 
the esteemed speakers 
and participants for their 
valuable contributions. 
He reaffirmed PHDCCI’s 
commitment to fostering 
awareness about IPR 

and its impact on vari-
ous industries, particu-
larly tourism, in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

This session marked 
a significant step in 
aligning Jammu’s tour-
ism sector with intellec-
tual property protection, 
paving the way for inno-
vation, sustainability, 
and enhanced global 
recognition. Prominent 
among. 

Prominent among 
others present on the 
occassion include 
Shyam lal Sharma 
chairman Hotel Asso-
ciation Katra,Pawan 
Gupta President Hotels 
& Lodges Association 
Jammu,B B Kotwal 
President Bhaderwah 
Hotels Association,Shiv 
Thakur Magotra working 
President Hotel & Res-
taurant and others.

Family mourns loss of martyred 
soldier Jagbir Singh in Akhnoor 

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Mar 29: Family mourns 
loss of martyred soldier Jagbir Singh 
in Akhnoor MAR 29, 2025 AKHNOOR: 
Following the news of the demise of 
head constable Jagbir Singh reaching 
his home village of Akhnoor, a wave 
of shock and mourning engulfed his 
family, with his family deep in shock 
over the news. 

Several members of the village com-
munity attended the mourning of the 
head constable, and paid a tribute to the 
sacrifice made by the soldier. Visuals 
from the village showed multiple people 
shouting slogans to remember the sac-
rifice of the soldier.

 “The whole village is in shock that we 
lost a good soldier today. He was really 
good, focused on his own life, and kept 
to himself. 

He was really good, he did his duty 
and went about without talking much,” 
said one the members of the village. 
Demanding a “befitting reply” to terror-

ists and Pakistan, the village member 
added, “For Pakistan we are only 
saying that there should be an inves-
tigation and a befitting reply should be 
given by the Indian army. 

They should not be spared. All the 
places where these people (terrorists) 
are, they should be given a reply, till 
how long will we tolerate this?” Four 
Jammu and Kashmir police personnel, 
Head Constable Jagbir Singh, Selec-
tion Grade Constable (SGCT) Balvin-
der Singh, SGCT Jaswant Singh, and 
SGCT Tariq Ahmed lost their lives in the 
encounter in Kathua, while two terror-
ists were gunned down. 

Earlier today, Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah laid a 
wreath and paid tribute to Head Con-
stable Jagbir Singh. 

On Friday, Jammu and Kashmir 
Director General of Police (DGP) Nalin 
Prabhat laid a wreath and paid trib-
ute to police personnel who sacrificed 
their lives in the line of duty during the 
Kathua anti-terrorist operation.
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How much degradation is left 
in the society? It is heart-
breaking to hear that a son 

can murder his own parents so ruthlessly. 
The woman, along with her brother-in-
law, got her two-year-old son killed. The 
wife, along with her lover, cut her husband, 
who was an officer in the Merchant Navy, 
into pieces. The father got his son killed 
by the servant. News of the killing of a 
mother, father, brother, friend, or partner 
is common. Such crimes show how much 
mental balance, morality, and family values 
have deteriorated in the society. These inci-
dents of crime and moral degradation show 
that somewhere there is a serious crisis 
in our social structure, family values, and 
mental health. But it is also worth noting 
that negative incidents are seen more in the 
news because they attract people’s atten-
tion. There are still many people in the soci-
ety who are full of love, cooperation, and 
morality. We need to give equal importance 
to goodness and work towards improving 
the society. It is important to understand 
the reasons for this decline and find solu-
tions—increasing communication in fami-
lies, paying attention to mental health, 
strengthening moral education, and taking 
strict measures to prevent crime. We also 
have to think about what kind of values we 
are promoting and what kind of society we 
are creating for the coming generations. 
It may be difficult to completely stop the 
decline of society, but together we can slow 
it down and turn it in the right direction.

In today’s time, when we look at newspa-
pers and social media, we find news of crime, 

deception, violence, and moral degradation 
all around. It seems that society has entered 
the influence of the dark Kali Yuga. Lack 
of trust in family relationships, decline in 
moral values, and blind race for material 
pleasures have weakened human sensibili-
ties. Morality, the importance of relation-
ships, and human sensibilities are gradually 
weakening in society. Incidents of murder, 
betrayal, selfishness, greed, and moral 
degradation are increasing continuously. 
Seeing this, it seems that society is moving 
towards a dark period. It is heart-wrenching 
to hear that a son can murder his own par-
ents so ruthlessly. Such crimes show how 
much mental balance, morality, and family 
valueshave declined in society. It is heart-
wrenching to hear that a son can murder 
his own parents so ruthlessly. Such crimes 
show how much mental balance, morality, 
and family values have declined in society. 
The way moral degradation is increasing in 
society, it not only indicates the number of 
crimes but also the breakdown of family and 
social fabric.

The importance of relationships in soci-
ety is gradually decreasing, and there can 
be many reasons for this. Earlier, where 
there was closeness, trust, and sacrifice in 
relationships, now selfishness, greed, and 
show-off have taken their place. Nowadays 
selfishness and greed are dominating even 
among parents, siblings, husbands and 
wives, and friends. The family, which used to 
be the center of love and cooperation earlier, 
is now becoming a victim of quarrels and 
mutual differences. Incidents like murder, 
rape, robbery, and fraud are increasing over 
small matters. Even family members are 
putting each other’s lives in danger. People 
are trying to achieve wealth and success by 
any means, leaving morality and honesty 

even if they have to exploit someone for 
that. Earlier people used to have patience 
in life and tolerate difficulties, but nowa-
days anger and impatience have dominated 
people. Small disputes have started taking 
violent forms. Religion is becoming a means 
of mere show-off, while the value of moral-
ity and honesty is decreasing. People teach 
others moral lessons but do not follow the 
right path themselves. Earlier there used 
to be joint families where there was guid-
ance from the elders. But now, in the name 
of personal freedom and modernity, family 
values are declining. People are becoming 
mentally unstable due to financial pressure, 
tension in relationships, and conflict of per-
sonal desires, due to which they make wrong 
decisions. Violence, crime, and immoral-
ity have been made normal on the Internet. 
People take extreme steps without thinking. 
Children are being taught less about the dif-
ference between right and wrong in schools 
and families. Greed, jealousy, and personal 
selfishness are increasing. Criminals know 
that there will be a delay in getting punish-
ment, or they will find a way to escape, due 
to which the number of crimes is increasing.

Looking at the incidents happening in 
the society, it seems that we have entered 
the era of extreme Kali Yuga. Where ear-
lier importance was given to relationships, 
love, respect, and morality, now selfishness, 
greed, anger, and violence are becoming 
dominant. Looking at the increasing crimes 
in society, it seems that humanity, toler-
ance, and love are slowly vanishing. But if 
the family, society, and the government take 
the right steps together, then this decline can 
be stopped. To revive family values, parents 
should spend time with children, give them 
moral education, and explain the difference 
between right and wrong. Problems related 

to stress, depression, and anger should not 
be ignored. Therapy and counseling should 
be adopted if needed. Criminals should 
be given strict punishment, and the legal 
process should be fast so that the criminals 
remain afraid. Positive stories and content 
related to morality should be promoted, 
which inspires good values in the society. 
Emphasis should be laid on moral educa-
tion, empathy, and social values in schools. 
We all have to fulfill our responsibility to 
maintain morality and humanity in society. 
This is not only the work of the government 
or the law, but every person needs to bring 
about change at his own level.

Even in this time of extreme Kaliyug, if 
we keep our actions in the right direction, 
then this darkness can be reduced a little. To 
maintain morality and humanity in society, 
we have to start from ourselves. We cannot 
only blame the government and law and 
order, but we also have to bring changes 
in our personal and social lives. Even in 
this time of extreme Kaliyug, if we keep 
our actions in the right direction, then the 
renaissance of goodness insociety is pos-
sible. We have to decide whether we want 
to get lost in this darkness or want to bring 
a new ray of light with our efforts.

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh)
Poet, freelance journalist 
and columnist, radio and 

TV panelist,
333, Fairy Garden, 

Kaushalya Bhawan, 
Barwa (Siwani), Bhiwani,

Haryana – 127045, 
Mobile: 9466526148, 

01255281381

Jammu, the City of Temples, dons a vibrant 
and spiritual aura as Navratras to begin. This 
nine-day festival, dedicated to the worship 

of Goddess Durga in her nine divine forms, is cel-
ebrated with unparalleled fervor in Jammu, making 
it a cherished time for devotees and visitors alike. 
The Navratras signify not just a time of religious 
devotion but also a celebration of cultural heritage, 
unity, and the spirit of Jammu’s people.

Navratras hold immense significance in Jammu’s 
religious landscape, with the city bustling with 
activities to honor the divine feminine energy. Dev-
otees throng the famous Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine, 
located in the Trikuta Hills, to seek blessings from 
the goddess. The shrine, one of the holiest pil-
grimage sites in India, witnesses a massive influx 
of pilgrims from across the country and abroad 
during Navratras.

The journey to the shrine is filled with chants 
of “Jai Mata Di,” echoing the air with devotion 
and positivity. The sanctity of the Yatra is further 
enhanced by the various cultural programs orga-
nized along the route, including devotional singing, 
free food stalls (langars), and special arrangements 
for the comfort of pilgrims.

The Navratras are also marked by the lighting 
of the auspicious Jyot (sacred flame) at various 
temples in Jammu. The flame, a symbol of divine 
presence and protection, is carried to the temples, 
including the shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi, by devo-
tees in a grand procession known as the Charri 
Yatra. This tradition, observed with great rever-
ence, signifies the union of the divine and human 
realms, inviting the blessings of Goddess Durga 
into homes and hearts.

In preparation for Navratras, temples across 
Jammu are adorned with beautiful decorations, 
and elaborate arrangements are made for ritu-
als like kalash sthapana (installation of a sacred 
pot) and daily aarti. The city’s markets come alive, 
offering traditional items such as Chunaris, sacred 
threads, bangles, idols, and decorative items for 
the occasion.

Fasting is an integral part of the festival, and 
families prepare a variety of satvik (pure) dishes 
to honor the goddess. Special dishes like kuttu ki 
roti, aloo sabzi, and makhana kheer dominate the 
menu during these days, reflecting the essence of 
simplicity and devotion. Many devotees also take 
up vows of abstinence and refrain from consuming 
meat, alcohol, and grains as a mark of respect for 
the goddess.

The streets of Jammu showcase an amalgamation 
of spirituality and festivity. The iconic Raghunath 
Temple, Bawe Wali Mata Temple, and other revered 
shrines are illuminated with thousands of lamps, 
creating a divine spectacle. Cultural events like 
bhajan sandhyas (devotional music evenings) and 
kirtans further enrich the devotional atmosphere.

One of the most remarkable aspects of Navratras 
in Jammu is the Charri Yatra tradition. For the past 
46 years, this procession has been led by dedicated 
individuals and sevaks (devotees), symbolizing 
collective faith and devotion. The yatra begins at 
the Brahman Sabha Parade and passes through the 
city’s streets before proceeding to Katra, the base 
camp for the Vaishno Devi Yatra.

The silver Charri and the auspicious Jyot, car-
ried on the shoulders of devotees, hold profound 
significance. The sacred flame is lit from the Purani 
Guffa (old cave) and then returned to the Yadho 
Ram Ji Temple in Rani Park. Here, devotees are 
encouraged to light Jyots in their homes, symbol-
izing the goddess’s blessings. This tradition fosters 
a sense of unity and spiritual fulfillment among the 
participants.

Navratras in Jammu go beyond religious bound-
aries, reflecting the city’s rich cultural tapestry. 
People from different communities come togeth-
er to celebrate, transcending social and regional 
barriers. The festival serves as a reminder of the 
shared heritage and values that bind the people 
of Jammu.

Cultural fairs like the Navratra Festival in Katra, 
organized by the Jammu and Kashmir Tourism 
Department, showcase local art, music, dance, 
and crafts. These events promote the region’s cul-
tural heritage and attract tourists, adding a festive 
charm to the celebrations. The streets are lined 
with colorful stalls offering handcrafted items, tra-
ditional jewelry, and local delicacies, providing an 
immersive experience for visitors.

The Navratras are a time for personal introspec-
tion and spiritual growth. Through fasting, prayers, 
and self-discipline, devotees aim to cleanse their 
minds and bodies, preparing themselves for the 
blessings of the goddess. The nine days are also 
dedicated to specific forms of Goddess Durga, each 
representing unique virtues like courage, wisdom, 
and prosperity.

As the festival concludes with Kanya Pujan, where 
young girls are worshipped as embodiments of 
the goddess, the spirit of Navratras reaches its 
zenith. The act of feeding and honoring the Kanyas 
symbolizes gratitude and devotion, completing the 
spiritual journey of the festival.

Navratras in Jammu are not just a festival but a 
way of life, reflecting the city’s deep-rooted spiritu-
ality and cultural vibrancy. The celebrations bring 
together devotion, unity, and festivity, creating an 
atmosphere of joy and positivity. As the chants 
of “Jai Mata Di” resonate across the city, Jammu 
stands as a testament to the enduring faith and 
traditions that define its identity.

EDITORIAL
Humara’s painful story: Is there no place for women in Pakistan?

Human relationships are in danger due to moral degradation

WELCOMING 
NAVRATRAS

By: Amarpal Singh 
Verma

(Independent 
Journalist)

Recently, a 32-year-
old  Pakistani 
woman named 

Humara crossed the India-
Pakistan border in Rajast-
han’s Sri Ganganagar dis-
trict and entered India. The 
reason given by this woman 
for entering India has shown 
the mirror of the condition 
of women in Pakistan. When 
the BSF caught her, her sad 
face, tired eyes and painful 
story not only told the per-
sonal tragedy of a woman 
but also clearly showed the 
worse picture of women 
in Pakistan in the form of 
Humara. Humara told that 
she was constantly being a 
victim of domestic violence 
in Pakistan. When no one 
listened to her, she came 
to India in distress because 
women are respected a lot 
in India.
This story is not of just 

one woman Humara but of 
millions of women in Paki-
stan who are facing inhu-
man conditions like honor 
killing, forced marriage, 
domestic abuse and sexual 
violence there. Women in 
Pakistan are culturally treat-
ed as second class citizens. 
Reports from the United 
Nations and several human 
rights organizations con-
firm that the situation of 
women in Pakistan is wor-
rying. According to a report 

by Amnesty International, 
violence against women and 
girls is becoming increas-
ingly common in Pakistan. 
According to a report by 
Human Rights Watch, vio-
lence against women and 
girls in Pakistan, incidents 
such as rape, honor killing, 
acid attack, domestic vio-
lence and forced marriage 
remain a serious problem. 
Pakistani social workers 
estimate that about 1,000 
honor killings occur every 
year. The government in 
Pakistan has done little to 
prevent forced marriages. A 
UNICEF report shows that 
child marriage of Pakistani 
girls is a major problem. 
The number of child brides 
in Pakistan ranks sixth in 
the world. According to the 
Pakistan Human Rights 
Commission, domestic vio-
lence is a matter of concern 
in Pakistan. More than 90 
percent of women have 
faced domestic violence in 
their lifetime. But in most 
cases women are deprived 
of justice because the legal 
and social structures there 
are tilted in favor of patriar-
chy. How sad is the situation 
that every year hundreds of 
women are killed by their 
own family members just 
because they dared to marry 
of their own free will or go 
against the traditions of the 
house. It is very difficult for 
rape victims to get justice in 
Pakistan because the crimi-
nals get social, religious and 
legal protection.

The female literacy rate 
in Pakistan is much lower 
than that of men. One of the 
most widespread problems 
in Pakistan’s literacy rate 
is the difference between 
men and women. Accord-
ing to last year’s data, the 
literacy rate of men there is 
better than that of women. 
About 72 percent of people 
in Pakistan are literate while 
about 52 percent of women 
can read and write. In many 
places there, girls are pre-
vented from going to school.
Humara’s coming to India 

is not only her tragedy as a 
woman but also a symbol 
of the failure of Pakistan’s 
social and political system. 
When a woman does not get 
protection in her own coun-
try, she is forced to find shel-
ter elsewhere.
The condition of women in 

India cannot be called com-
pletely ideal either, but here 
at least they get constitu-
tional rights and legal pro-
tection. There are strict laws 
to prevent crimes against 
women and they do get jus-
tice.
Humara did not want to 

return to Pakistan. She had 
clearly refused to go back to 
Pakistan and sought refuge 
in India. She said that if she 
returned to Pakistan she 
would be killed but finally 
she was handed over to the 
Pakistani Rangers. Crying, 
Humara went back to Paki-
stan but left behind many 
questions related to Paki-
stani women. Humara is 

not just a name but a voice 
of thousands of Pakistani 
women who are victims 
of oppression every day. 
Humara crossed the border 
illegally, she could have 
been shot but she still did 
so. Humara’s crossing the 
border raises the question 
that till when will women in 
Pakistan continue to be vic-
tims of inequality, violence 
and injustice?
This is the time for intro-

spection for Pakistan, 
organizations fighting for 
human rights and organi-
zations claiming to fight for 
women’s rights. Women’s 
rights in Pakistan have to 
be implemented not just 
on paper but at the ground 
level. Otherwise, more 
women like Humara will be 
forced to cross the border of 
some country or the other. 
Sometimes in reality, and 
sometimes in their desires 
and dreams. If a woman 
becomes a stranger in her 
own country, what can be 
more unfortunate than this?

(Amarpal Singh 
Verma)

Independent 
Journalist

Village-Sangaria
District-

Hanumangarh
(Rajasthan).
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Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 29: TBIC 
recently had the privi-
lege of hosting Arvind 
Subramaniam, a Chen-
nai-based expert with 
over 15 years of experi-
ence in web technolo-
gies, cloud services, 
social  media, and 
e-commerce. As a sea-
soned venture capitalist, 
Arvind shared invalu-
able insights aimed at 
enhancing TBIC’s oper-
ations and expanding its 
impact.

During his visit, Arvind 
emphasized the impor-
tance of building strong 
connections within 
the tech community, 
leveraging cloud tech-
nologies for scalability, 
and adopting effective 
social media strategies 
to increase visibility and 
engagement. He also 
stressed the necessity 
of continuous innova-

tion to maintain a com-
petitive edge in the ever-
evolving  market. 

Dr. Sanjay Mohan, 
CEO of SMVDU-TBIC, 
and his team engaged 
in a productive dialogue 
with Arvind, outlining 
TBIC’s vision for growth 
and its goals for sup-
porting  entrepreneurs. 
Arvind then addressed 
the MBA first-year 
cohort, offering practi-
cal advice  on how to 
use market research to 
evaluate business ideas 
effectively. His session 
provided students with 
valuable tools for iden-
tifying market trends, 
assessing feasibility, 
and refining business 
concepts by under-
standing customer 
needs. This mentorship  
offered crucial insights 
into developing sustain-
able and impactful ven-
tures—an invaluable 
learning experience for 

budding entrepreneurs.
Reflecting on his 

visit, Arvind remarked, 
“TBIC’s commitment to 
fostering aninnovation-
driven ecosystem is 
impressive. Engaging 
with the students and 
entrepreneurs here has 
been inspiring, and I 
look forward to continu-
ing my support for this 
dynamic  community.” 

The visit further rein-
forced TBIC’s mission 
of integrating expert 
guidance into its incuba-
tion processes, ensur-
ing that entrepreneurs 
receive the mentorship 
and resources neces-
sary for success in their 
business endeavors.

The session con-
cluded with a vote 
of thanks from Divye 
Duheta Mahajan, Man-
ager, SMVDU-TBIC, 
acknowledging Arvind’s 
valuable contributions to 
the event.

Arvind Subramaniam shares his 
expertise on market research and 
business strategy at SMVDU-TBIC

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Vishal Khatri Sabha 
today organized a 
Langar at Parmandal to 
mark Shani Amavasya, 
praying for the well-
being of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
This event is a testa-
ment to the organiza-
tion’s commitment to 
serving the community 
and promoting spiritual 
growth.Speaking on 
the occasion, Acharya 
Sanjeev Shastri said 
that Shani Amavasya, 
which falls on a Satur-
day, is considered a sig-
nificant day in the Hindu 
calendar. It’s associated 
with Lord Shani, who is 
revered for his power to 
bring balance and jus-
tice to one’s life. On this 
day, devotees typically 
offer prayers, perform 
rituals, and engage in 
charitable activities to 
appease Lord Shani and 
seek his blessings.

The Langar organized 
by Vishal Khatri Sabha 
is a wonderful way to 
bring people together 
and promote a sense of 
community and solidar-
ity. By praying for the 
well-being of the people 
of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the organization is 
demonstrating its com-
mitment to the region’s 
welfare and prosperity.

On the auspicious 
occasion of Amavasya, 

, special ‘Sewa Langar’ 
was organized by Dev-
ender Seth, President 
Vishal Khatri Sabha.

Nearly 400 people 
were served the Langar 
Prasad during the event. 
Seth inspired devotees 
to spread virtues of good 
faith to all the people, he 
prayed to almighty to 
save the humanity from 
natural calamities.

He stated that this 
sacred tradition, which 
started in gurdwaras, 
has now become a 
global  movement 
beyond religion, caste, 
and borders, dedicated 
to fighting hunger and 
helping the needy.

He emphasized that 
the primary purpose 

of Langar is to provide 
food to those in need 
and promote equality in 
society. 

This service ensures 
that no one, regardless 
of their religion, caste, 
gender, or social status, 
goes hungry.

The food served in 
Langar is entirely veg-
etarian so that everyone 
can take in it without 
any religious or cultural 
restrictions.

He further added that 
Langar is not just a 
means of providing food; 
it also fosters inclusivity 
and the spirit of service 
in society. It teaches us 
that true humanity lies in 
helping each other.

Vishal Khatri Sabha organizes Langar 
at Parmandal to mark Shani Amavasya

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Mar 
29: JKNC district sec-
retary Captain Pavitar 
Singh, along with dis-
trict ex-servicemen cell 
president Captain Balbir 
Singh and Darshan 
Dubey on Saturday con-
ducted tour several vil-
lages of adjoining  pan-
chayat Kambal Danga 
areas  west assembly 
constituency Udhampur 
and listened to people’s 
grievances.

It was informed that 
NC team visited vil-
lages include Manao 
ward no.8, and listen the 
problems of the people.

L o c a l  p e o p l e 
appraised the NC leader 
about their basic ame-
nities problems in their 
respective areas from 
last many years.

While interaction with 
the local people of these 
areas Capt.Pavitar 
Singh expressed that at 
present people of rural 
areas are facing scarcity 
of drinking water, irregu-
lar supply of electricity 
transformer is not work-
ing last from 8months 
bad condition of road 
connectivity but author-
ities concerned have 
shut their eyes and not 
taking seriously these 
problems.

He expressed that 
only National Confer-
ence Government led 
by Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah can serve the 
people of rural areas 
and remote villages.

He also assured them 
that he will brought their 
problems into the notice 
of authorities concerned 
of district administration 
at top priority basis.

Those who attend 
the program Mushtaq 
Ahmed,Rinku Manhas, 
Ashraf Ali, Noor Hussain, 
Bashir Ahmed,Anwar 
H u s s a i n , W a z i r 
d u l a t h a s s i n , A s h i q 
Ali,Tahir Mohd.Quyom 
Mohd,Talab Hussain,etc

JKNC leader visits various villages 
took stock of people’s grievances

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Paying his tributes to the 
police martyrs who laid 
down their lives fight-
ing terrorists in Kathua, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) executive member 
Raman Suri today said 
that this fight against ter-
rorism is far from over 
but stands as a testa-
ment to the unwavering 
resolve of our security 
forces. “These are not 
stray incidents of terror-
ism, which have been 
eradicated to a larger 
extent in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Such cowardly 
attacks and the supreme 
sacrifices of our brave 
personnel will not deter 
our valiant security 
forces from continuing 
their relentless action 
against terrorism,” he 

asserted.
Raman Suri said that 

sacrifices of police per-
sonnel Tariq Ahmed of 
Reasi, Jaswant Singh 
of Londi, Hiranagar, 
Balwinder Singh Chib of 
Kana Chak, Kathua and 
Head Constable Jagbir 
Singh, Incharge Police 
Post Safiyan, a resident 
of Khour, Akhnoor were 
always remembered 
and continue to inspire 
youngsters to join police 
force and avenge sac-
rifices of these valiant 
soldiers. Suri highlight-
ed that four police per-
sonnel sacrificed their 
lives and two terrorists 
were neutralized in the 
ongoing operation in the 
remote Ghati Juthana 
forest area of Rajbagh.

Raman Suri further 
stated that militancy in 
Jammu and Kashmir is 

on its last legs, and this 
act of violence reflects 
the sheer frustration 
of terrorists who know 
their days are num-
bered. “These desper-
ate acts will not weaken 
our resolve. The secu-
rity forces will continue 
their operations with 
full might,” he said. He 
urged the Government 
of India and the Lieuten-
ant Governor to identify 
and take strict action 
against locals support-
ing these terrorists. “We 
must nail them and dis-
mantle the entire infra-
structure of terrorism, 
ensuring that their han-
dlers and sympathizers 
are eliminated once and 
for all,” Suri concluded.

Expressing his deep 
condolences to the 
bereaved families, 
Raman Suri said, “While 

I express my heartfelt 
sympathies with the 
families of our martyrs, 
I want to assure them 
that the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, along 
with the Indian Army, 
will not stop their opera-
tions against terrorists. 
We will not rest until the 
last gun falls silent on 
Indian soil.” He empha-
sized that the terrorists 
involved in the attack 
were cowards who had 
sneaked into the Indian 
side from across the 
border. “Two of them 
have been eliminated, 
and the others will be 
hunted down soon,” he 
added.

Raman Suri paid rich 
tributes to the fallen 
heroes, saying, “I bow 
to the valorous mar-
tyrs of J&K Police who 
laid down their lives for 

our motherland. Pride 
and grief intertwine as 
we remember these 
police martyrs saying 
that their sacrifice in 
the line of duty will 
always be remembered. 
May their souls rest in 
peace, and I offer my 
heartfelt prayers for the 
swift recovery of those 
injured.”

Raman Suri pays tributes to Kathua martyrs, 
vows relentless fight against terrorism

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29:  Sunil 
Dimple president mis-
sion statehood Jammu 
Kashmir along with hun-
dreds of people led a 
rally for the restoration of 
j&k state and expressed 
resentment on the home 
minister amit shaha 
statement that time will 
not be disclosed for the 
restoration of state. 

Protest was also held 
on many issues, wors-
ening law and order, 
militancy in jammu kash-
mir and failure of the j&k 
govt.

Addressinging the 
protesters Sunil Dimple 
demanded immediate 
restoration of jammu 

Kashmir dogra state, 
with special status.

Dimple strongly criti-
cized and expressed 
resentment on the home 
minister amit shaha 
statement that time will 
not be disclosed for the 
restoration of state.

 Dimple said the situ-
ation is worsening in 
jammu region like 1990 
and the martyrdom 
of brave police jwans 
taking place every day.

He saluteed to DG 
police Nalin prabhat and 
jammu kashmir police 

for great sacrifices.
Dimple urged Prime 

Minister narendra modi 
to hand over j&k to the 
army.

He said LG should 
resign, enjoying Iftar 
parties with the chief 
minister and security 

jawans dying.
He allged Omar abdul-

laha govt is power less, 
is lori dastar govt. Inno-
cent people dying, j&k is 
crying, after the abroga-
tion of article 370.

Dimple demanded the 
chief minister to pass 
a bill in assembly and 
ban the sale of liquor, 
provide free 200 units 
electricity, twelve free 
LPG gas cylinders and 
double ration from this 
march to the people of 
jammu Kashmir.

The other leaders are 
Shami kumar, ashok 
Sharma, happy kumar, 
narender chowdery, 
sanjev kumar, rajesh 
kapoor, suny, raju and 
many others.

Dimple strong protest rally for the restoration of J&K State 

Thanked PM Modi for declaring 
Ambedkar Jayanti as a national 
public holiday: Mohanlal Gihara
Heartiest greetings to the countrymen 
on Hindu New Year, Nilothiya

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29:  
Scheduled Caste Front 
Delhi State Presi-
dent Mohanlal Gihara 
thanked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for 
declaring Baba Saheb 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Jayanti as a public 
national holiday

Today in the presence 
of workers in the party 
office, a thanksgiving 
motion was passed for 
declaring 14 April as 
a national holiday on 
Baba Saheb Bhimrao 
Ambedkar Jayanti by 
the country’s glorious 
Prime Minister Mr. Nar-
endra Modi. On this 
occasion, State Gen-
eral Secretary Advo-
cate Lajpat Rai, Office 
Incharge Sumesh Lilo-
thia, Media Co-Incharge 
Guruji Raju Chandel, 
Rohit Pal, Rupesh 
Mehra and other digni-
taries were present.

On this occasion, 
S ta te  P res iden t 
Mohanlal Gihara while 
speaking said that the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
is working as the mes-
siah of Dalits today 
and all Dalit Scheduled 
Castes are working as 
the messiah of Dalits 
and all Dalit Scheduled 
Castes are working as 

the messiah of Dalits. 
It has been solving the 
small problems of the 
society, which no gov-
ernment before you 
has listened to, it has 
always been insulting 
the Dalits. Today our 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
has been protecting all 
the problems of the Dalit 
community and their 
rights. Today Delhi com-
munity is walking shoul-
der to shoulder with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
in every state.

On this occasion, Gen-
eral Secretary Advocate 
Lajpat Rai said that for a 
long time our constitu-
tion maker Baba Saheb 
Bhimrao Ambedkar 
has been demanding a 
national holiday, which 
today our glorious Prime 
Minister Mr. Narendra 
Modi has announced 
and won the hearts of 
the Dalit community. 
Today the Dalit commu-
nity of the entire country 
pays its respects to the 
glorious Prime Minister 
of the country. On this 
occasion, the office 
minister Mr. Sumesh 
Nilothiya said that all the 
countrymen should dec-
orate their streets and 
Baba Saheb’s memori-
als to celebrate Baba 
Bhimrao Ambedkar’s 
birth anniversary on 14 
April in a grand manner. 

Lecture on Women Empowerment Organised 
for Women at Hill Dhok, Poonch
Top News Report

POONCH, Mar 29: 
The Indian Army orga-
nized an insightful lec-
ture on women empow-
erment at Hill Dhok, 
Satharban Poonch. 
The event aimed at rais-
ing awareness about 
various empowerment 
schemes in rural Jammu 
and Kashmir. The ses-

sion emphasized that 
empowering women is 
essential for building 
a better future. When 
women are empowered, 
society as a whole is 
empowered, paving the 
way for progress and 
prosperity. The lecture 
highlighted several 
government initiatives 
aimed at achieving 
this goal, including the 

National Policy of Edu-
cation, Mahila Samak-
hya, the National Com-
mission for Women, Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao, 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 
the National Programme 
for Education of Girls at 
the Elementary Level 
and the Swayam Siddha 
Women Empowerment 
Programme, among 
others. 
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The 30-year-old Ban-
gladeshi national arrest-
ed for allegedly stabbing 
Bollywood actor Saif Ali 
Khan at his house in 
Bandra has applied for 
bail, claiming that a false 
case has been regis-
tered against him.

In a plea before the 
sessions court on Friday, 
the accused, Moham-
mad Shariful Islam She-

hzad, claimed that “the 
first information report 
is patently false and a 
false case has been 
registered against him”.

Khan (54) was stabbed 
multiple times with a 
knife by an intruder 
inside his 12th-floor 
apartment in upscale 
Bandra on January 16.

He underwent an 
emergency surgery at 

the Lilavati Hospital.
The police arrested 

Shariful two days after 
the attack.

The accused, in the 
plea, claimed his arrest 
was illegal, as the inves-
tigating agency had 
“clearly and blatantly 
disregarded” Section 
47 of Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS).

Section 47 pertains 
to informing a person 
about the grounds of his 
arrest and right to bail.

The plea stated that 
even if the witnesses’ 
statements are taken 
as gospel truth, without 
admitting anything on 
record, for the sake of 
arguments, it won’t be 
able to fulfil the ingredi-

ent of Section 311 (rob-
bery or dacoity com-
mitted with the intent to 
cause death or grievous 
hurt) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Shariful, in the plea 
filed through Ajay 
Gawali, said all the 
necessary recovery 
and discovery was 
done, the investigation 

is practically complete, 
and the mere filing of the 
chargesheet is pending.

The bail plea stated 
that the accused has 
cooperated with the 
investigation and “no 
useful purpose will be 
served by detaining him 
further in custody”.

The plea will be heard 
on April 1.

Academy Award-
winning actress Cate 
Blanchett has been 
a stalwart in the film 
industry for over three 
decades, with a career 
spanning over 100 
on-screen credits. In 
a recent interview, 
Blanchett shared her 
insights on the evolution 
of Hollywood, particu-
larly with regards to the 
opportunities available 
to women.

Blanchett recalled the 
early days of her career, 
saying, “The shelf life of 
actresses when I first 
came on the scene was 
about five years.” This 
stark reality highlights 
the significant chal-
lenges women faced in 
the industry, where their 
careers were often lim-
ited by their age.

However, Blanchett 
noted that the land-
scape has changed 
significantly, with more 
women taking on key 
roles behind the camera.

“I think that female 

producers have more 
agency,” she said, 
adding, “There’s more 
females in the writing 
room, and the more 
diverse the industry is at 
base level, when things 
are developed, the more 
exciting it is for audienc-
es,” she said.

Speaking about 
Blanchett’s career, from 
her Oscar-nominated 
breakout performance 

as Queen Elizabeth I 
in 1998’s Elizabeth to 
her recent producing 
credits, including Carol 
(2015), Mrs. America 
(2020), and Tar (2022), 
Blanchett has donned 
many hats. Currently, 
Blanchett is working on 
multiple projects, includ-
ing starring in and pro-
ducing the upcoming 
alien invasion comedy 
Alpha Gang.

Karisma Kapoor steals 
the show in a Satya Paul 
saree

Bollywood actress 
Karisma Kapoor stole 
the show as she turned 
showstopper for Satya 
Paul at Lakme Fash-
ion Week X FDCI, 
which took place at the 
Jio World Convention 
Centre in Mumbai on 
Thursday. She looked 
ethereal in a mono-
chrome-belted saree. 
Karisma confidently 
walked the ramp as 
a showstopper at this 
fashion celebration in 
Mumbai. She shared, “I 
love Satya Paul’s work... 
aap sabko pata hai 
mujhe sari bahut pasand 
hai, black and white 
bahut pasand hai… (I 
like sari and black and 
white colour). So, I am 
very happy. This outfit 
is bold and speaks 
of today’s woman...” 
Lakme Salon x Satya 
Paul presented Alche-
my at Lakme Fashion 
Week in partnership with 
FDCI. Lakme Fashion 
Week and FDCI posted 
about the collection on 
their official Instagram 
handle.

Ear l ie r,  Ananya 
Panday walked the 
ramp for fashion design-

er Anamika Khanna in a 
stunning blue and silver 
ensemble.

Actress Nushrratt 
Bharuccha shared how 
fashion has evolved 
over time and sustain-
ability has become an 
important factor. “I think 
in fashion, what I like is 
that we have evolved to 
sustainability because 
deep in my heart, I 
believe that we can’t 
be such consumerists. 
There has to be a limit 
on how much we can 
consume, and I think 
the best way to stop 
consumption is to recy-
cle and reuse what we 
already have. Give me 
this outfit, and I can wear 
it in five different ways. 
That is what I really like 
about fashion,” Bharuc-
cha said, as she turned 
showstopper for NIF 
Global The Runway at 
Lakme Fashion Week. 
About her outfit, she 
said, “It’s very easy and 
comfortable. I can wear 
it any time, either for the 
party or any day like for 
dinner or coffee.”

Shilpa Shetty shines in 
zebra-striped saree

Actress Shilpa Shetty 
looked sensational in a 
black and white zebra-

striped saree with an 
impressive moulded 
wooden bodice creation, 
as she walked the ramp 
for designer Moham-
med Mazhar. She high-
lighted his fashion col-
lection, Jila Saharanpur, 
which is a humble trib-
ute to the artisans of his 
hometown, Saharanpur, 
Uttar Pradesh. Lakme 
Fashion Week shared a 
beautiful snap of Shilpa 
as she walked the ramp 
with confidence. She 
complemented her outfit 
with bracelets and other 
ornaments. After her 
ramp walk, she appreci-
ated designer Mazhar’s 
initiative to honour the 
artisans of Saharanpur 
through his fashion col-
lection. She hailed the 
Jila Saharanpur collec-
tion as a new definition 
of “power dressing”. 
Shilpa shared, “I think 
it’s a brilliant idea and a 
great initiative to create 
fashion, and also create 
livelihood for these 
people in Saharanpur. I 
totally support the cause 
and the kind of fashion 
Mohamed churns out, 
I think it really is very 
innovative.”

Prosenjit Chatterjee in 
Kochano dhoti

The Khakee: The 
Bengal Chapter star 
Prosenjit Chatterjee 
stole the spotlight as he 
walked the ramp in the 
black Bengali Kochano 
dhoti, impressing the 
audience with his impec-
cable charm and outfit. 
The actor, known for his 
impressive performanc-
es in Bengali cinema, 
was a showstopper for 
fashion designer Roy 
Abhisek, whose cloth-
ing brand Roy Calcutta 
showcased its finely 
crafted designs. Prosen-
jit expressed his admi-
ration for the designer’s 
work, congratulating 
him on his success and 
innovative approach to 
fashion.

Taking to Instagram, 
he shared a video of his 
ramp walk and wrote, 
“Cheers to @rabhisek 
@roy_calcutta_official 
for setting the stage on 
fire at Lakme Fashion 
Week! Proud of your 
journey, your creativ-
ity, and the way you’re 
taking Bengal a step 
further on the national 
stage. Keep shining.”

Former tennis player 
Leander Paes lauds 
designer Abhishek Roy

Former India tennis 

player Leander Paes 
turned showstopper 
for fashion designer 
Abhishek Roy at 25th 
Lakme Fashion Week 
in collaboration with 
FDCI. “Abhishek is not 
just showcasing India, 
not just West Bengal 
and Kolkata, but his 
learnings at Shantinik-
etan, which makes him a 
true son of the soil. He’s 
gone back to the roots, 
and he’s brought out not 
just in fabric but also in 
the karidari,” Paes said. 
“You look at all the dif-
ferent workmanship 
on this beautiful fabric 
and on all the different 
models walking today. 
The outfits are not just 
really comfortable, but 
they really reflect what 
India stands for. I would 
be so proud to walk with 
this outfit and walk with 
Roy at any red carpet 
around the world,” he 
added. Leander also 
shared his views on 
fashion, “It’s ethnic, it’s 
Indian, it’s comfortable, 
it’s sporty. It’s definitely 
chic, and it’s an expres-
sion of myself. I think 
that fashion, person-
ally, is not just about our 
roots but also where 
we’ve travelled.”

Saif Ali Khan’s attacker seeks bail, says he was booked in false case

Cate Blanchett reflects on 
women’s roles in Hollywood

Karisma Kapoor, Prosenjit Chatterjee, Leander 
Paes and others dazzle as showstoppers at 

Lakme Fashion Week 2025

Paras Madaan, who is currently seen in Pocket 
Mein Aasmaan on Star Plus, says TV shows need to 
update their stories as far as women characters are 
concerned. He adds that the portrayal needs to be 
more realistic and stronger. “While progress has been 
made, I believe TV shows still need to update how they 
portray women on screen. Stereotypes and regressive 
roles persist, limiting women to idealised daughters-
in-law, sacrificing mothers or seductress archetypes. 
However, a new wave of shows is challenging these 
norms, presenting complex, multi-dimensional female 
characters.”

The beats are back, the stakes are 
higher and the thrill is at its peak! Sony 
LIV’s Chamak: The Conclusion, set to 
release on April 4, promises an electri-
fying fusion of music, mystery and ven-
geance. Created and directed by Rohit 
Jugraj, the series has redefined the 
web space, keeping audiences hooked 
with its gripping storytelling and high-
energy performances.

The battle for Teeja Sur reaches its 
explosive finale as Kaala uncovers 
the truth behind his father’s death and 
embarks on a relentless quest for ven-
geance. Facing off against Pratap Deol 
and Guru Deol, Kaala is determined 
to reclaim his family’s honour. With 
tensions soaring and stakes at an all-

time high, will he succeed in avenging 
his parents and restoring his father’s 
legacy? Creator and Director Rohit 
Jugraj said, “Music has always been 
the soul of Chamak and in Season 2 
it becomes the heartbeat of Kaala’s 
journey of revenge. Every beat, lyric, 
and rhythm amplify his pain, rage and 
determination. This season is not just 
about settling scores; it’s about find-
ing justice through music and power.” 
The series features an ensemble cast, 
including Paramvir Singh Cheema, 
Manoj Pahwa, Mohit Malik, Isha Talwar, 
Mukesh Chhabra, Prince Kanwaljit 
Singh, Suvinder (Vicky) Pal, Akasa 
Singh, with Gippy Grewal in a special 
appearance.

Cop story
Aditya Deshmukh
Well, usually fans 

love taking photos with 
celebrities, getting 
autographs and more. 
But one of my most 
memorable and sur-
prising fan experiences 
was quite unexpected. I 
was once in my car and 
a traffic police officer 
stopped me. At first, 
I was really confused 
and worried, wondering 
what had happened. 
But to my surprise, he 
wasn’t stopping me for 
any violation. Instead, 
he recognised me and 
wanted a photo clicked 
with me. Maybe he had 
been watching Ziddi 
or some other show of 
mine. Having a police 
officer ask for a photo 
in the middle of traffic 
was both crazy and a 
little scary. But at the 
end, it was also a fun 
and unforgettable expe-
rience. I shall remember 
this incident for a long 
time.

Happy zone: Indraxi 

Kanjilal
The most memorable 

fan experience for me 
was when I met my first 
fan. I believe anything 
that happens for the first 
time makes you feel very 
emotional because it’s a 
new and special feeling. 
You tend to remember it 
for the rest of your life, 
which makes it even 
more memorable. 

I remember it hap-
pened when I had just 
started working on my 
show. Since I was new 
to the industry and didn’t 
have much screen pres-
ence initially, not many 
people recognised me. 
But one day, I was at 
a mall, and suddenly, 
two people recognised 
me. Among them was a 
woman, probably in her 
50s. She came up to me 
and said, “Aren’t you 
from Pushpa Impossi-
ble?” I was so surprised 
and happy!

Sweet moment: Aish-
wariya Raj Bhakuni

I once went for a shoot 
to Kozhikode, for the 

song Vidil with Sunny 
Ven, a well-known star 
from the Malayalam 
industry. While I was 
shooting, a group of 
little girls made hand-
made rings for me using 
rubber bands. It was 
such a sweet gesture. 
They also wrote small, 
adorable notes for me, 
which made the moment 
even more special. The 
girls were around seven 
to eight years old, and 
they were so cute and 
lovable. Their kindness 
and innocence truly 
touched my heart. It’s 
definitely one of the 
most memorable and 
special fan moments.

Great gesture
Kaajal Shankhwaarr
People recognise me 

and ask for pictures, 
which is sweet of them. 
Great gesture, but I 
feel I am not that big 
yet so it doesn’t really 
matter. A few days back 
people recognised me 
in a lounge and asked 
for pictures. That was a 
real fan moment.

Paras Madaan 
is all for gender 
equality

Get ready to watch 
Chamak: The Conclusion

Celebs from the telly world 
share their best fan moments

Plea to be heard on April 1
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MEERUT, Mar 29 
(Agencies): An FIR has 
been lodged against a 
female doctor here for 
alleged medical neg-
ligence after she left a 
bundle of cotton inside 
a woman’s abdomen 
following a C-section 
delivery, police said on 
Saturday.

The case was reg-
istered at TP Nagar 
police station on Friday 
following a court order 
by Assistant Chief Mag-
istrate Prachi Aggarwal 
on a complaint by Rajni 
Sharma, they said.

Sharma alleged that 
she gave birth to a 
daughter at Sirohi Nurs-

ing Home on June 30, 
2018, where the sur-
gery was performed by 
Dr.Shikha Jain, a police 
officer said citing the 
complaint.

She later experienced 
persistent stomach pain, 
but despite multiple con-
sultations, the doctor 
diagnosed her with 
stomach ulcers, he said.

As her condition wors-
ened, she underwent 
surgery at a medical col-
lege, where two opera-
tions were performed, 
the officer added.

Sharma further alleged 
that the pain was due 
to a cotton bundle left 
inside her abdomen due 

to Dr. Jain’s negligence, 
Station House Officer 
(SHO) Subodh Kumar 
Saxena said.

The complainant 
claimed that after receiv-
ing no response from 
authorities, including 
the Chief Medical Offi-
cer (CMO), she moved 
the court, the SHO said.

He said, “The case 
was registered on Friday 
following a court order 
of Assistant Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate Prachi 
Aggarwal on the com-
plaint by Rajni Sharma.”

Meanwhile, Jain has 
denied all allegations, 
saying, “There is noth-

ing like that. This is just a 
way to take money from 
the doctor.”

When questioned 
about the alleged mon-
etary demands from the 
woman, she told agency 
that she was not aware 
of the specifics.

Meerut Chief Medi-
cal Officer Dr. Ashok 
Kataria said that he was 
unaware of any com-
plaint filed by Sharma 
at his office.

Police has initiated 
investigation into the 
matter.

MUMBAI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Shiv Sena 
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut 
on Saturday demanded 
Central protection for 
comedian Kunal Kamra, 
facing flak and investiga-
tion over his jibe against 
Maharashtra Deputy CM 
Eknath Shinde, on the 
similar lines it had pro-
tected actor Kangana 
Ranaut in 2020.

Multiple FIRs were 
registered against 
Kamra for his “traitor” 
jibe at Shiv Sena head 
and Deputy CM Eknath 
Shinde during a show, 
leading to the ransack-
ing of a studio by Shiv 
Sena workers last 
Sunday.

On Friday, the Madras 

High Court granted 
interim anticipatory bail 
to Kamra, against whom 
Mumbai Police had 
issued two notices seek-
ing his personal appear-
ance for questioning.

Raut also welcomed 
the Supreme Court 
order on quashing an 
FIR against Congress 
MP Imran Pratapgarhi 
for allegedly posting 
a clip of a poem advo-
cating the protection of 
freedom of speech and 
expression.

He said like Pratap-
garhi, Kamra is also an 
artist, poet, and satirist.

“Kamra should come 
to Mumbai to put forth 
his point (before the 
police). The Centre pro-

tected Kangana Ranaut 
(fearing) that we would 
attack her. I demand that 
Kunal Kamra also get a 
special protection,” Raut 
told reporters.

In 2020, a portion of 
Ranaut’s bungalow in 
Bandra was demolished 
by the Mumbai civic 
body for alleged altera-

tions when Uddhav 
Thackeray was the chief 
minister, triggering an 
outrage and verbal spat 
between the actor and 
Sena leaders.

The Centre subse-
quently extended pro-
tection to Ranaut, cur-
rently a BJP MP from 
Himachal Pradesh.

Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw on 
Thursday justified the 
summons issued to the 
stand-up comedian, 
asserting that it should 
be done if it is required 
by the law of the land.

Speaking at the Times 
Now Summit in New 
Delhi, Vaishnaw said, 
“If the law of the land 
requires it, it should be 
done,” when asked if 
summoning of Kamra 
by the police was “too 
extreme” an action.

Vaishnaw said while 
the Constitution granted 
citizens certain rights, 
they were accompanied 
by some safeguards.

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Leader 
of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
on Saturday said the 
BJP government’s “cro-
nyism” and “regulatory 
mismanagement” has 
pushed India’s bank-
ing sector into a crisis, 
which in turn hurts junior 
employees who have to 
“endure stress and toxic 
work conditions”.

Accusing the BJP gov-
ernment of writing off Rs 
16 lakh crore for its “bil-
lionaire friends”, Gandhi 
said the government’s 
“economic mismanage-
ment” has a human cost 
that affects thousands of 
honest working profes-
sionals.

In a post on X, Gandhi 
shared a video of his 
meeting with a delega-
tion of ex-ICICI bank 
who he said have suf-
fered due to the “mis-

management”, saying 
the Congress would 
fight for such working-
class professionals and 
end “workplace harass-
ment and exploitation”.

He also urged those 
who have faced similar 
“injustice” to write to 
him.

“The BJP government 
has written off Rs 16 
lakh crore in loans for 
their billionaire friends. 
Cronyism, coupled with 
regulatory misman-

agement has pushed 
India’s banking sector 
into crisis. This burden 
is ultimately borne by 
junior employees, who 
endure stress and toxic 
work conditions,” he 
said in his post.

He said on behalf 
of 782 ex-ICICI Bank 
employees, a delegation 
met him in Parliament 
yesterday.

“Their stories reveal 
a disturbing pattern — 
workplace harassment, 

forced transfers, retalia-
tion for exposing unethi-
cal lending to NPA vio-
lators, and terminations 
without due process. In 
two tragic cases, this led 
to suicide.

The BJP government’s 
economic mismanage-
ment has a human cost 
as it affects thousands 
of honest working pro-
fessionals around the 
country, he said.

“If you are a working 
professional who has 
faced similar injustice 
share your story with me 
at https://rahulgandhi.in/
awaazbharatki,” he said.

The delegation of 
employees alleging 
unfair dismissal by the 
ICICI Bank met Gandhi 
on Friday and shared 
accounts of being 
“abruptly terminated” 
while on medical leave 
or for raising concerns 

about management 
practices.

The delegation of 
employees alleging 
unfair dismissal by the 
bank met Gandhi at his 
office at the Parliament 
House Complex.

There was no imme-
diate reaction from the 
private bank.

They shared accounts 
of being abruptly termi-
nated while on medical 
leave, during periods 
of sanctioned absence, 
or for raising concerns 
about management 
practices, the Congress 
said in a post on X.

The employees high-
lighted that such prac-
tices are not isolated to 
ICICI Bank but reflect 
a broader trend across 
private sector banks, 
driven by mounting 
pressure to maximise 
profits, the party said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): President Droupadi 
Murmu on Saturday asked 
people to adopt a lifestyle which 
is conscious and sensitive 
towards environment so that it 
is not only protected but also 
made more vibrant.

Addressing the National Con-
ference on Environment-2025 
at the Vigyan Bhawan here, she 
said it is people’s moral duty to 
provide a legacy of clean envi-
ronment to the future genera-
tions.

Emphasising on environment 
conservation, Murmu said the 
basis of the Indian heritage of 
development is “nurture, not 
exploitation; protection, not 
elimination”.

“In keeping with this heri-
tage, we want to move forward 
towards a developed India,” the 

president said.
Murmu said the people of 

tribal community have lived in 
harmony with nature for centu-
ries and they have been taking 
care of the surrounding envi-
ronment, plants and animals in 
every aspect of their lives.

“We should take inspira-

tion from their lifestyle. Today, 
when the whole world is trying 
to solve the problem of global 
warming and climate change, 
the lifestyle of the tribal com-
munity becomes even more 
exemplary,” she said.

The president asked people 
“to adopt a conscious and sen-

sitive lifestyle towards environ-
ment so that the environment 
is not only protected but also 
enhanced and the environment 
can become more vibrant”.

She said India and the entire 
world have to follow a path that 
is environment friendly, “only 
then will humanity make real 
progress”.

Murmu said the country has 
presented many great examples 
to the world community through 
its green initiatives.

“I am confident that with the 
participation of all stakeholders 
and countrymen, we will play 
the role of green leadership at 
the global level. We all have to 
make India a developed nation 
by the year 2047 where the air, 
water, greenery and prosperity 
attract the entire world commu-
nity,” the president said.

UP: Meerut doctor booked as cotton left inside 
woman’s abdomen during C-section

Centre should grant protection to Kunal Kamra: Sanjay Raut

BJP’s ‘cronyism’ caused banking sector crisis, 
junior employees suffering: Rahul Gandhi

President Murmu asks people to adopt lifestyle 
conscious, sensitive towards environment

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): India has 
the right to grow respon-
sibly based on national 
circumstances and the 
climate anxiety gripping 
the world cannot force 
it to give up its right to 
ensure food, water and 
energy for its people, 
Union Environment Min-
ister Bhupender Yadav 
said on Saturday.

Address ing the 
National Conference on 
Environment, organised 
by the National Green 
Tribunal, he said rapid 
economic growth is the 
best defense against cli-
mate change for devel-
oping nations.

The minister also 
said India is commit-
ted to mitigating cli-
mate change and has 
met its Paris Agree-
ment commitments 
on green energy nine 
years ahead of the 2030 
target.

“India reserves its 
right to grow responsi-
bly based on our nation-
al circumstances… 
But the climate anxi-
ety which has gripped 
the world cannot force 
India to give up its right 

to ensure food, water, 
energy… to its 140 
crore people. India is 
confidently striking a 
balance between chal-
lenges and opportuni-
ties,” he said.

Yadav said that under 
the Paris Agreement, 
the world agreed that 
the global fight against 
climate change must 
be based on the prin-
ciples of Common but 
Differentiated Respon-
sibilities and Respective 
Capabilities (CBDR–
RC).

“The agreement states 
climate action will be 
based on national cir-
cumstance and address 
the concerns of poverty 
alleviation. Poverty 
eradication is the main 
problem for developing 
countries,” he said.

Yadav recalled that 
when 35 per cent of the 
developing world and 
one-third of India was in 
the grip of hunger in the 
1970s, the developed 
world did not eat less to 
redistribute food to the 
hungry.

“We instead chose 
the path of (the) Green 
Revolution. Our sci-

ent i f ic community 
rose to the challenge 
and increased yields 
through better varieties 
of seeds, more fertilis-
ers and better technol-
ogy,” he said.

The minister said India 
is focused on capacity-
building, knowledge-
sharing and collabo-
rating with the world to 
meet the challenges of 
climate change, biodi-
versity loss and deserti-
fication.

“We are ramping up 
innovations in low-
carbon technologies. 
We believe rapid eco-
nomic growth is the best 
defence against climate 
change for develop-
ing nations. And so, 
Prime Minister (Nar-
endra) Modi is steer-
ing the nation towards 
green growth with pro-
grammes such as the 
National Green Hydro-
gen Mission,” he said.

Yadav said the 
Nuclear Energy Mis-
sion, introduced in 
Budget 2025-26, is 
poised to accelerate 
nuclear power develop-
ment, positioning India 
as a global leader in 
advanced nuclear tech-
nology by 2047.

As one of the world’s 
largest and fastest-
growing economies, 
India is not only focus-
ing on reducing its 
carbon footprint but also 
on creating millions of 
jobs through the green 
energy sector, he said.

PRAYAGRAJ, Mar 29 
(Agencies): An Indian 
Air Force civil engineer 
was shot dead Saturday 
morning at his official 
residence in the canton-
ment area here in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Prayagraj, 
police said.

An unknown person 
shot at the engineer 
from the window while 
he was sleeping in 
his room in Engineers 
Colony inside the Air 
Force Station, Pura-
mufti Station House 
Officer (SHO) Manoj 
Singh said.

Air Force civil engineer 
SN Mishra (51) received 
a bullet in his chest and 
he was rushed to the 
Army hospital. Mishra 
succumbed to his inju-
ries at the the hospital, 

the SHO said. The body 
has been sent for post-
mortem.

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (City) Abhishek 
Bharti said police has 
inspected the spot and 
surveillance teams also 
went to collect informa-
tion.

CCTV footage installed 
in the Air Force Station 
shows a person jumping 

over the boundary and 
coming inside, he said, 
adding that efforts are 
on to nab him.

Mishra is survived by 
his wife, a son and a 
daughter.

A case will be regis-
tered after receiving 
a complaint from the 
family and further legal 
action will be taken, 
police said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Carrying 
weapons and resorting 
to violence cannot bring 
change, only peace and 
development can, Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah said on Saturday 
after security forces 

killed 16 Naxalites in 
Chhattisgarh.

“Another strike on 
Naxalism! Our security 
agencies have neutral-
ised 16 Naxalites and 
recovered a massive 
cache of automatic 
weapons in an opera-

tion in Sukma,” he wrote 
on ‘X’.

The home minister 
said under the leader-
ship of Prime Minis-
ter, the government is 
resolved to eradicate 
Naxalism before March 
31, 2026.

“My appeal to those 
with arms is that weap-
ons and violence cannot 
bring change; only 
peace and development 
can,” he said.

At least 16 Naxalites 
were killed while two 
security personnel sus-
tained injuries during a 
major anti-Maoist oper-
ation in Chhattisgarh’s 
Sukma district on Satur-
day, officials said.

Climate anxiety can’t make India 
compromise on people’s basic needs: 
Bhupender Yadav

Air Force civil engineer shot 
dead at his home in Prayagraj

Weapons cannot bring change, 
only peace & development can: 
Amit Shah on Naxal violence

CCTV footage installed in the Air Force Station shows a 
person jumping over the boundary and coming inside
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BANGKOK, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): The death toll from a 
powerful 7.7 magnitude earth-
quake in Myanmar jumped to 
over 1,000 on Saturday as more 
bodies were pulled from the 
rubble of the scores of buildings 
that collapsed when it struck 
near the country’s second-
largest city.

The country’s military-led gov-
ernment said in a statement that 
1,002 people have now been 
found dead and another 2,376 
injured, with 30 others missing. 
The statement suggested the 
numbers could still rise, saying 
“detailed figures are still being 
collected.”

Myanmar is in the throes of a 
prolonged and bloody civil war, 
which is already responsible for 
a massive humanitarian crisis. 
It makes movement around 
the country both difficult and 
dangerous, complicating relief 
efforts and raising fears that the 
death toll could still rise precipi-
tously.

The earthquake struck midday 
Friday with an epicentre not far 
from Mandalay, followed by sev-
eral aftershocks including one 
measuring a strong 6.4 magni-
tude. It sent buildings in many 
areas toppling to the ground, 
buckled roads, caused bridges 
to collapse and burst a dam.

In neighbouring Thailand, the 
quake rocked the greater Bang-
kok area, home to some 17 mil-
lion people — many of whom 

live in high-rise buildings — and 
other parts of the country.

Bangkok city authorities said 
so far six people have been 
found dead, 26 injured and 47 
are still missing, most from a 
construction site near the capi-
tal’s popular Chatuchak market.

When the quake hit, the 
33-story high-rise being built 
by a Chinese firm for the Thai 
government wobbled, then 
came crashing to the ground in 
a massive plume of dust that 
sent people screaming and flee-
ing from the scene.

On Saturday, more heavy 
equipment was brought in 
to move the tons of rubble, 
but hope was fading among 
friends and family members of 
the missing that they would be 
found alive.

“I was praying that that they 
had survived but when I got here 
and saw the ruin — where could 

they be? In which corner? Are 
they still alive? I am still pray-
ing that all six are alive,” said 
45-year-old Naruemol Thon-
glek, sobbing as she awaited 
news about her partner, who is 
from Myanmar, and five friends 
who worked at the site.

“I cannot accept this. When 
I see this I can’t accept this. A 
close friend of mine is in there, 
too,” she said.

Waenphet Panta said she 
hadn’t heard from her daughter 
Kanlayanee since a phone call 
about an hour before the quake. 
A friend told her Kanlayanee 
had been working high on the 
building on Friday.

“I am praying my daughter is 
safe, that she has survived and 
that she’s at the hospital,” she 
said, Kanlayanee’s father sitting 
beside her.

Myanmar’s government said 
blood was in high demand in the 

hardest-hit areas. In a country 
where prior governments some-
times have been slow to accept 
foreign aid, Min Aung Hlaing 
said Myanmar was ready to 
accept assistance.

A 37-member team from the 
Chinese province of Yunnan 
reached the city of Yangon 
early Saturday with earthquake 
detectors, drones and other 
supplies, the official Xinhua 
news agency reported.

Russia’s emergencies ministry 
dispatched two planes carry-
ing 120 rescuers and supplies, 
according to a report from the 
Russian state news agency 
Tass.

India sent a search and rescue 
team and a medical team as 
well as provisions, while Malay-
sia’s foreign ministry said the 
country will send 50 people on 
Sunday to help identify and pro-
vide aid to the worst-hit areas.

The United Nations allocated 
$5 million to start relief efforts. 
President Donald Trump said 
Friday that the U.S. was going 
to help with the response, but 
some experts were concerned 
about this effort given his 
administration’s deep cuts in 
foreign assistance.

The Trump administration’s 
cuts to the United States 
Agency for International Devel-
opment have already forced 
the United Nations and non-
governmental organization to 
cut many programs in Myanmar.

Myanmar’s earthquake death toll jumps to over 
1,000 as more bodies recovered from rubble

GENEVA, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Baloch 
activist Mahan Baloch 
delivered a powerful 
intervention that shed 
light on the ongoing 
human rights violations 
in Balochistan during 
the 58th session of the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council and 
urged for global inter-
vention against Baloch 
genocide.

In a post on X, BNM 
stated, “Mahan Baloch 
urged the council to 
take notice of Human 
rights violations in Balo-
chistan.”

Baloch called on the 
international community 
to take decisive action 
against the atrocities 
being committed by the 
Pakistani state in Balo-

chistan, where enforced 
disappearances, extra-
judicial killings, and col-
lective punishment have 
become rampant.

“I stand before you not 
just as a young Baloch 
girl, but as a voice of 
thousands of families 
torn apart by injustice,” 
Baloch began her heart-
felt plea, highlighting 
the deep anguish that 
her people have been 
enduring for decades.

Baloch activist went 
on to describe the brutal 
reality of life in Balo-
chistan: “In my home-
land, Balochistan, pain 
has become a way of 
life. Our fathers disap-
pear without a trace. Our 
brothers return as life-
less bodies riddled with 
bullets. Our mothers 
search endlessly, clutch-
ing faded photographs, 
waiting for justice that 
never comes.”

Baloch then shared 
the painful stories of 
individuals who have 
been directly impacted 
by these violations. 
“Samideen has been 
waiting since 2009 
for her father’s return. 
Maharang Baloch found 
her father’s dead body 
on a roadside,” she 
recounted.

She further lamented, 
“The Baloch people cry 
for justice, yet the only 
response they receive 
is violence. When we 
march for our loved ones, 
we are met with batons 
and arrests. When we 
demand answers, we 
are silenced.”

Baloch’s emotional 
plea resonated with 
those present at the 
council as she posed 

a poignant question: 
“How long will the world 
remain silent? How long 
will our tears be ignored? 
The enforced disappear-
ances, the extrajudicial 
killings, and the collec-
tive punishment of an 
entire nation are crimes 
against humanity com-
mitted by Pakistan.”

Concluding her inter-
vention, Baloch made a 
powerful call to action: 
“Madam Vice President, 
we return to you in hope. 
The people of Balo-
chistan need more than 
your sympathy. They 
need your action. Raise 
your voice where ours 
is silenced, demanding 
accountability where 
impunity reigns. Stand 
with us before it’s too 
late.”

DHAKA, Mar 29 (Agencies): A day after 
Myanmar was hit with a 7.7 magnitude 
earthquake, the Director of Bangladesh 
Met Department, Momenul Islam, cautioned 
against the risk of tectonic activity due to 
being surrounded by three tectonic plates, 
and urged that Bangladeshi officials should 
start building earthquake awareness among 
the public and made sure that buildings are 
more resilient.

Bangladesh is surrounded by the Eurasian 
plate, the Indo-Australian plate and the 
Burma microplate. According to the Director 
of the Bangladesh Met Department, despite 
the intensity not being felt in their country, 
there is still a possibility of build-up of tectonic 
activity which could be released.

“Geographically we are at risk due to being 
surrounded by three lands with tectonic activ-
ities with the boundary of Bangladesh, it is 
about 100-150 kilometres. Even in north we 
have the Eurasian plate in Nepal, and we 
are standing in Indo-Australian plate, and on 
our eastern side in Myanmar is the Burma 
microplate, these three are very active. We 
are at risk due to that, even though most 
earthquake occurs at the boundaries,” Islam 
told agency.

Urging for better earthquake awareness 
and making infrastructure more resilient, he 
added, “Because of that, this is the time to 
build earthquake awareness, and how we 
can make buildings more resilient in earth-
quake, like updating building codes and also 

what to do in case of big earthquakes, it is 
important for our high officials to think that.”

According to the Director, the earthquake 
occurred at the Sagaing fault line in Myan-
mar, and even though Bangladesh did not 
feel much of the effects due to the large dis-
tance, he cautioned that there has not been 
major tectonic activity in the last few decades 
in the area, making it a possibility that the 
region is overdue.

Myanmar was hit with a 9.2 magnitude 
earthquake and tsunami on December of 
2004, with the epicentre being at the Indian 
ocean, leading to over 300 people dying.

“The earthquake occurred near the Sagaing 
Fault line in Myanmar, which is also a big 
fault line in Myanmar. Scientists and seis-
mologist are thinking that many years after 
the 2004 earthquake in Sumatra, which rup-
tured the Andaman island area, after that 
there has not been many big events, so that 
is why energy has accumulated at stress 
areas, so that is why scientists are thinking 
that earthquake occurred at that place,” Met 
Department Director said.

Talking about the effects felt in Bangladesh, 
the director said that since the epicentre was 
600 kms away, the effects were not felt much 
in the country.

“In our country, we felt it very little because 
the magnitude of it, if you see in many places 
it is similar, but the intensity of earthquake 
depends on the on the distance from the 
epicentre and Bangladesh is about 600 Km 

away from the epicentre which is why the 
intensity remained low,” he said.

Meanwhile, India will be sending relief 
materials to Myanmar, including tents sleep-
ing bags, blankets, ready-to-eat meals, water 
purifiers, hygiene kits, solar lamps, genera-
tor sets, and essential medicines such as 
paracetamol, antibiotics, syringes, gloves, 
and bandages.

The tremors, including a 7.2-magnitude 
quake, had caused structural damage and 
panic in Myanmar and neighboring Thailand. 
Several posts on social media showed water 
splashing out of swimming pools due to the 
quake’s intensity.

According to the National Centre for Seis-
mology, the 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck 
at a depth of 10 kilometers and was recorded 
at Latitude 21.93 N and Longitude 96.07 E.

Baloch activist demands global action against human rights 
violations in Balochistan

Bangladesh Met Department says country at risk of tectonic 
activity after Myanmar earthquake; urges for better preparation

KABUL, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): An earthquake of 
magnitude 4.7 jolted 
Afghanistan on Satur-
day at 5:16 am (IST), 
the National Center for 
Seismology (NCS) said.

According to NCS, the 
earthquake occurred at 
a depth of 180 kilome-
ters. The NCS said the 
earthquake was record-
ed at Latitude 36.50 N 
and Longitude 71.12 E.

In a post on X, NCS 
wrote, “EQ of M: 4.7, On: 
29/03/2025 05:16:00 
IST, Lat: 36.50 N, Long: 
71.12 E, Depth: 180 Km, 
Location: Afghanistan.”

There were no immedi-
ate reports of casualties 
or major damage. Fur-
ther details are awaited.

On March 27, an earth-
quake of magnitude 5.2 
jolted Afghanistan, a 
statement by the Nation-
al Center for Seismolo-
gy said. As per the NCS, 
the earthquake occurred 
at a depth of 180 kilo-
meters.

In a post on X, the NCS 
said, “EQ of M: 5.2, On: 
27/03/2025 13:58:21 
IST, Lat: 36.32 N, Long: 

71.08 E, Depth: 180 Km, 
Location: Afghanistan.”

This earthquake was 
an aftershock of anoth-
er one of magnitude 
4.6 that occurred on 
the same day. In a post 
on X, NCS said, “EQ of 
M: 4.6, On: 27/03/2025 
08:38:19 IST, Lat: 
36.36 N, Long: 70.93 E, 
Depth: 160 Km, Loca-
tion: Afghanistan.”

KATHMANDU, Mar 29 (Agencies): 
Nepal’s former Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal has accused former King 
Gyanendra Shah of inciting violence 
on Friday, which claimed lives of two 
people. He urged government to take 
actions against the former monarchy.

Speaking exclusively to agtency, 
Dahal, who toured the vandalized office 
of the Socialist front on Saturday morn-
ing, called on the government to limit 
the freedom given to the former King.

“Now it has become crystal clear that 
Gyanendra Shah is behind all these 
acts. Gyanendra Shah’s intent is cul-
pable. It was seen in the past as well 
as seen now. Now is the time that gov-
ernment take a strict action, investiga-
tion should be conducted to bring the 
criminals to justice and Gyanendra 
Shah now cannot be spared- given 
absolute freedom, it is unacceptable 
for the Nepali citizens and the govern-
ment should be serious on this issue,” 
Dahal told agency.

Further adding, Dahal, also the chair-
man of the opposition CPN- Maoist 
Center, also accused government of 
falling short in preparations for the pro-
monarch protest.

“First thing is lack of preparation from 
the Government and the Police. After 
reporting the start of attack it took about 
45 minutes is paradoxical. It has been 
accepted by the security bodies on 
Friday itself have accepted that they 
hadn’t expected this level of violence 
but in the heart of the capital, in acces-
sibility of the security at the required 
time, this kind of vandalism, criminally 
intended, indiscreet activity needs seri-
ous review from the government and 
should make preparations to avoid simi-
lar incidents in future,” Dahal told ANI.

Nepal’s Home Minister Ramesh 
Lekhak also inspected the violence 
hit areas on Saturday morning taking 
stock of the situation. Minister Lekhak 
denied to make any statement to media 
about the further actions that the gov-
ernment will be taking further against 
those involved in arson and vandalism 
on Friday.

Two people - one protestor and a 
media person lost their lives on Friday’s 
violent pro-monarch protest which by 
the end of the day resulted in imposi-
tion of curfew and deployment of the 
Nepal Army. The violent clash which 
started the ramming of vehicle breaking 
a barrage of Police by Durga Prasai, 
a pro-monarch businessman resulted 
in arson, stone pelting and firing of 
the bullets by police as it progressed. 
The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP), 
a right-wing pro-monarchist, also the 
fifth largest party in parliament had sup-
ported the protest.

Former King Gyanendra Shah also 
had held interaction with Prasain within 
this week as the protest plans were 
announced. Sources say that the gov-
ernment might also indict Shah for his 
involvement in instigating the violence.

“My children’s are in state of terror; 
they’re searching for favorable envi-
ronment to continue with their studies. 
They’re timely consoling each other 
over the call. We are in state of fear; 
how will we be able to attend the exams 
and are worried about it,” Nirmala Karki, 
one of the shopkeeper who operates a 
shop near the point of clash of Friday 
told agency.

Karki further added, “Incidents as 
such should not be repeated. There 
should be a peaceful demonstration,

there should be understanding 
amongst all. These sort of situations 
aren’t good; things slowly are turning 
dangerous. It is the public who have to 
face the consequences, it is the lives of 
people which has been claimed, prop-
erty of citizens has been damaged. 
They’re the one who are in the powerful 
positions and public aren’t subjected to 
face the hardships.”

On Friday, the police arrested 17 
people including senior vice-chairman 
of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party Rabi-
ndra Mishra, General Secretary Dhawal 
Sumsher Rana, pro-monarchy activists 
like Swagat Nepal, Shepherd Limbu 
and Santosh Tamang as well some 
other leaders for instigating violence 
during Friday’s pro-monarchy demon-
strations that led to deaths, vandalism 
of private properties and arson.

The police has also kept the chief 
coordinator of pro-royalist movement, 
Nawaraj Subedi, under house arrest. 
Meanwhile, security agencies have 
continued search for Durga Prasai, the 
‘chief commander’ of the ongoing royal-
ist movement.

A total of 51 people, including above-
mentioned leaders and protestors, have 
been arrested on Friday, according to 
the home ministry. The government also 
decided to take all necessary steps to 
curb possible demonstrations and pro-
tests by pro-monarchy and pro-Hindu 
parties, a minister said.

Demanding the restoration of mon-
archy and a Hindu state, several pro-
monarchy and Hindu groups have 
come together for Kathmandu-centric 
protests. On March 9, they welcomed 
former king Gyanendra Shah upon his 
return from Pokhara.

Besides the Rastriya Prajatantra 
Party, several pro-Hindu and pro-mon-
archy groups and organisations have 
formed an alliance led by Subedi, 86. In 
the 1980s, he served as the chairman 
of the Rastriya Panchayat, legislative 
body during the partyless Panchayat 
system.

Nepal in the year 2006 had abolished 
centuries old constitutional monarchy 
after then-King Gyanendra seized 
power and imposed emergency send-
ing all the leaders under house arrest. 
The movement also referred as “Peo-
ple’s Movement II” witnessed a blood-
shed with dozens killed in crackdown 
against protestors by the government.

After weeks of violent protest and 
increasing international pressure, 
Gyanendra gave up and reinstated the 
dissolved parliament, the dawn of new 
democracy is highlighted as Lokantan-
tra (People’s Rule).

Formed in the 1990’s after lift of ban 
in formation of political parties by then 
monarchial system, the Rastriya Pra-
jatantra Party (RPP) since then serves 
as the force always supporting the 
Kingship. It also has been taking part 
in periodic elections and presenting its 
demands forth. In the year 2008 right 
after the overthrow of monarchy rule 
from Nepal, the Rastriya Prajatantra 
Party (RPP) had secured 8 seats in 
then Constituent Assembly out of the 
575 seated strong parliament. In the 
2013 election it was able to secure 13 
seats while in the year 2017 it fell down 
to 1 seat while it bounced back in the 
election of 2022 with 14 seats.

Since its inception, the party has been 
supporting Hindu State and the King-
ship as interdependent in the tiny nation 
buffered between two giants India and 
China. The Himalayan Nation of Nepal 
has a population of 30.55 million has a 
Hindu population of 81.19 per cent as 
per the census of 2022.

Earthquake of magnitude 
4.7 jolts Afghanistan

Nepal’s former PM Dahal accuses 
former King of inciting violence, 
urges govt to take actions

India sent a search and rescue team and a medical team as well as provisions, while 
Malaysia’s foreign ministry said the country will send 50 people on Sunday to help 

identify and provide aid to the worst-hit areas.
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Search opera-
tion for terrorists 
extended to new 
areas in Kathua

organizations are not dealt with 
appropriately. This war is going on 
and will continue. There will be no 
dilution in our intention,” the police 
chief said.

Prabhat said two Pakistani ter-
rorists were eliminated in the initial 
gunfight but when the police party 
was climbing the hill, the terrorists, 
taking advantage of their dominat-
ing position, killed four jawans.

The People’s Anti-Fascist Front, 
a shadow outfit of Pakistan-based 
terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM), has claimed involvement in 
the encounter.

Senior CPI(M) leader and leg-
islator M Y Tarigami, meanwhile, 
extended his condolences to the 
families of the four police person-
nel who died in the encounter.

 “…violence serves no purpose 
– it only brings pain and loss,” he 
wrote on X while paying tributes to 
the fallen policemen.

CM Omar Abdullah 
attends wreath 

laying ceremony of 
fallen Policeman in 

Jammu
Director General of Police Nalin 

Prabhat and other senior civil, 
police, CRPF, BSF and Army offi-
cers also laid wreaths at the coffin 
containing the remains of the fallen 
policeman.

Four police personnel and two 
terrorists believed to be affili-
ated with Pakistan-based Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) outfit were 
killed in the encounter at a remote 
forested area of Safiyan.

A wreath laying ceremony of 

three other policemen was held 
at district police lines, Kathua late 
Friday evening.

J-K govt to set up 
early warning 

system to deal with 
sudden glacial 
lake breaches

expeditions to various such lakes 
to enhance understanding and 
preparedness against potential 
hazards.

Geographical field expeditions 
were conducted to the two glacier 
lakes — Sheshnag and Sonsar 
enroute the Holy Amarnath Cave 
in the Himalayas, the officials said.

After the expeditions, a detailed 
report was shared with the FGMC 
highlighting the major findings and 
future possibilities for delibera-
tions, they said.

Also, a specialised team carried 
out expeditions and undertook 
a comprehensive study of three 
other critical glacial lakes in the 
Kishtwar district, including Mun-
diksar Lake, Hangu Lake and an 
unnamed lake, they added.

The officials said the expedi-
tions provided valuable data on 
the conditions of the lakes, sur-
rounding environmental factors, 
and potential risks of a breach, or 
technically, Glacial Lake Outburst 
Floods (GLOF).

Another expedition was carried 
out to the Gangabal Lake, in cen-
tral Kashmir’s Ganderbal district — 
a high-altitude glacial lake located 
in the northwestern Himalayas, 
they said.

The expedition examined the 
physical and geological charac-
teristics of Gangabal Lake, and 
a particular focus was given to 
assessing the local geomorphol-
ogy, the stability of the natural dam 
containing the lake, and the condi-
tions of the glaciers feeding it, the 
officials said.

The investigation provided criti-
cal insights into the GLOF hazard 
potential of Gangabal Lake and 
contributed to broader efforts to 
enhance climate resilience in the 
region, they said.

Field expeditions for the rest of 
the categorised lakes are sched-
uled to be carried out in the coming 
months, the officials added.

They said these expeditions 
underscore the “urgent need” for 
enhanced monitoring and risk 
management strategies to address 
the growing threat of GLOFs in the 
Himalayas.

The insights gained through 
these exercise will be instrumen-
tal in formulating risk mitigation 
strategies and enhancing the early 
warning systems in the region as 
understanding the potential GLOF 
hazards associated with specific 
glacial lakes is crucial for disaster 
preparedness, they said.

Officials said more detailed stud-
ies are also being planned.

In the next phase, they said, the 
Department of Disaster Manage-
ment, Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction (DMRRR) will 
focus on more scientific multi-
disciplinary studies like electric 
resistivity tomography, bathymetric 
investigation, hydrological study 
of discharge, geological studies, 
topography survey and susceptibil-
ity assessment among others.

The DMRRR has planned to 
install early warning systems for 
generating real-time alerts and 
automated weather stations (AWS) 
for regular monitoring at most of 
high-risk glacial lakes in the Union 
territory in collaboration with the 
National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) and a technical 
partner, the officials said.

The GLOF mitigation strategy is 
being implemented in a phased 
manner in the UT with the help 
of Expedition and Data Collec-
tion, identifying and studying gla-
cial lakes that pose a high risk of 
GLOFs based on the assessments 
provided by the NDMA, National 

Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), 
Central Water Commission (CWC), 
etc.

Detailed data will be gathered 
through bathymetric surveys, 
water sampling, and meteorologi-
cal data collection. Additionally, 
the dynamics and characteristics 
of these lakes will be analysed to 
determine the feasibility of lake-
lowering techniques for reducing 
the risk of potential GLOF events, 
they said.

The officials said a compre-
hensive risk mitigation strategy 
will be devised, developing and 
implementing specific mitigation 
measures. This includes creating 
comprehensive plans for lowering 
the water levels of high-risk lakes 
identified earlier.

A fully functional GLOF Early 
Warning System (EWS) will also 
be established to enhance pre-
paredness, they said.

Personnel will be trained in the 
operation and interpretation of the 
EWS, ensuring effective responses 
to potential GLOF events. Wher-
ever necessary, the lake-lowering 
techniques and site specific miti-
gation measures will be taken to 
further mitigate the risks, they said.

Efforts to expand the mitigation 
programme are being expedited, 
they added.

The officials said the NDRF, 
SDRF and ITBP have been sen-
sitised to be prepared to deal with 
any emergent situation. ‘Aapda 
mitras’ have been sensitised and 
activated to remain vigilant in the 
local areas and be prepared.

The FGMC has asked the District 
Disaster Management Authorities 
to put in place the GLOF manage-
ment plans and to be well prepared 
for GLOF hazard, they said.

Consistent and sustained efforts 
will be continued by the FGMC and 
department of DMRRR to address 
the GLOF Hazard involving all 
stakeholders and safeguarding 
the lives and livelihoods of people, 
they added.

Vocational teach-
ers vow indefinite 

strike against ‘Sys-
temic Injustice’ in 

Kashmir
deter trainers from participating.
 “The VTPs are already trying to 

silence us through harassment and 
threats,” the handout reads.

“This only strengthens our 
resolve to fight for our rights and 
the future of our students,” it reads.

The trainers reiterated that their 
protest is a peaceful exercise of 
their constitutional rights, aimed 
at highlighting the plight of both 
educators and students caught 
in a failing vocational education 
framework.

They have called for the abolition 
of the VTP model, an immediate 
salary hike to match inflation.

“The meeting concluded with a 
collective oath to proceed with the 
indefinite strike until their griev-
ances are addressed,” the hand-
out reads.

The association said they were 
not just fighting for themselves but 
for the thousands of students who 
have been denied certification and 
opportunities due to this broken 
system,” the handout reads.

The association said that authori-
ties, including the Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu/Kashmir, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP), 
Srinagar, and the Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer (SDPO), Kothibagh, 
have already been formally notified 
about the protest, with the associa-
tion ensuring full compliance with 
law and order protocols.

 “Project Director, Samagra 
Shiksha, is yet to issue an official 
response to the escalating situa-
tion,” the handout reads.

Traders in Kashmir 
witness lacklus-

ture sales ahead of 
Eid

rising trend of online purchase as 
well as consumers’ concerns over 
increasing prices.

Traders say the usual hustle and 
bustle associated with Eid shop-
ping is missing this time and the 
overall sales have declined by 
around 70 per cent.

“The market is about 70 per 
cent down from what it used to be 
before Eid festivals,” vice president 
of the Lal Chowk Traders Associa-
tion Suhail Shah told PTI.

He said the market outlook on 
Eid was “worse than normal days”.

The markets, especially the 
shops dealing with bakeries, con-
fectioneries, ready-made garments 
and crockery, which used to wit-
ness a heavy rush of customers 
before Eid, are experiencing slug-
gish sales, he added.

“Every sector is affected. The 
sales were sluggish even in bak-
eries and confectionaries this year. 
Ready-made garment dealers are 
the most affected.

“To some extent, online shopping 
is to blame for that, but overall, the 
purchasing power of the people 
has decreased,” Shah said.

Earlier, long queues of people 
were seen in front of popular 
bakery shops in the city but those 
shops are also witnessing a dip in 
sales, traders said.

“The sales are down from last 
year. There is no sign of the usual 
shopping zeal associated with 
Eid,” a bakery shop owner in Lal 
Chowk area said.

Shah said while there is an eco-
nomic distress, the market seems 
to run only because of the salaried 
class.

“It is the money of the salaried 
class that is moving around. Other-
wise, there is an economic distress 
and the businesses are suffering,” 
he said. Meanwhile, traffic police 
personnel were deployed in large 
numbers in the city and in other 
district headquarters to manage 
the traffic movement as there have 
been reports of traffic snarls in sev-
eral parts of the valley.
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JAMMU, Mar 29: In a 
heartwarming celebra-
tion of spirituality and 
cultural heritage, the 
much-awaited devotion-
al Dogri Bhajan “Miggi 
Saddi Le Chandi Maa” 
was officially released 
in a special event at 
the Press Club Jammu. 
The bhajan, a soulful 
tribute to Maa Chandi, 
is presented by Kavita 
Dutt Bhakti Sangeet 
Official and directed 
by the esteemed Prof. 
Daljeet Singh Manhas. 
Renowned singer Kavita 
Dutt lent her mesmeriz-
ing voice to this spiritual 
creation.

The release event 
was graced by the 
presence of prominent 
dignitaries, with Munish 
Sharma, BJP All Morcha 
Incharge J&K, and 
former Vice Chairper-
son of JAKFED, attend-
ing as the Chief Guest. 
Renowned Ghazal 
singer Sh. Dharmesh 
Nargotra was the Guest 
of Honour, adding a 
cultural vibrance to the 
ceremony.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Munish Sharma 
commended the efforts 
behind the creation 
of the bhajan. He 
remarked, “Dogri music 
is the soul of our cultural 
identity, and projects like 
this not only preserve 
our traditions but also 
pass them on to future 
generations. I applaud 
Prof. Daljeet Singh 
Manhas, Kavita Dutt, 
and the entire team for 
their dedication to pro-
moting our rich heri-
tage through devotional 
music.”

The Bhajan features 
heartfelt lyrics by Sonu 
Raipuriya, with soul-
ful music composed by 
RB Music Studio. Yash 
Dutt produced the song, 
while the visuals were 
masterfully captured 
by DOP Yogi Singh. 
The editing and grad-
ing were undertaken by 
Yogi Studioz, with spe-
cial contributions from 
JCM Musical Group, fur-
ther elevating the overall 
quality of the production.

“Miggi Saddi Le 
Chandi Maa” celebrates 
the divine energy and 

power embodied by 
Maa Chandi, a central 
figure in Hindu spiritual-
ity. The song beautifully 
blends devotion with 
Dogri’s cultural essence, 
making it a remarkable 
addition to the regional 
spiritual and folk music 
landscape.

The event highlighted 
the importance of initia-
tives like these in nur-
turing Jammu and Kash-
mir’s artistic traditions. 
The bhajan is expected 
to resonate deeply with 
devotees and enthu-
siasts of Dogri music, 
further strengthening 
the connection to the 
region’s spiritual and 
cultural roots.

As the curtains closed 
on this auspicious event, 
it marked not just the 
release of a song, but 
a heartfelt contribution 
to the preservation and 
promotion of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s vibrant 
musical heritage. 

The bhajan stands as a 
testament to the endur-
ing richness of Dogri 
culture and the timeless 
devotion to Maa Chandi.

Dogri Bhajan “Miggi Saddi 
Le Chandi Maa” released
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JAMMU, Mar 29: A one-day Civil 
Defence awareness programme 
was successfully conducted at 
DTM Convent Higher Second-
ary School, Ratnal Zone Bish-
nah, under the supervision of the 
Deputy Controller, Civil Defence, 
Jammu. The event aimed to edu-
cate attendees on essential life-
saving techniques and preventive 
measures for emergencies.

The awareness camp saw par-
ticipation from over 100 individu-
als, including staff, civilians, and 
students of the school. Key topics 
covered included First Aid, fire 

fighting, Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation (CPR), and other critical 
life-saving practices. Civil Defence 
experts demonstrated these tech-
niques to ensure a practical under-
standing among the participants.

The primary objective of the camp 
was to instill awareness about pre-
ventive measures during natural 
or man-made disasters and equip 
students with vital skills to respond 
to emergencies effectively.

The event was graced by the 
presence of Chairman Rajinder 
Lal Rana and Principal Anubhuti 
Jangral, who extended their appre-
ciation to the Civil Defence team 

for organizing such a valuable 
program.

Paramjeet Kumar, Chief Warden 
of Civil Defence Jammu, R. Vijay 
Magotra, Deputy Chief Warden of 
Civil Defence Jammu, and Sand-
eep Bhatt, Sector Warden of Civil 
Defence Jammu, were also pres-
ent during the event. 

They expressed gratitude to 
the school staff and participants 
for their active involvement in the 
programme.

The camp highlighted the impor-
tance of community awareness 
and preparedness, contributing 
significantly to building a culture 
of safety and resilience.

Civil Defence organizes one-day awareness 
camp at DTM Convent School Bishnah
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JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
National Movement for 
Old Pension Scheme 
(NMOPS) has called 
for a nationwide protest 
against the National 
Pension System (NPS) 
and Unified Pension 
Scheme (UPS) on April 
1, 2025.

This protest, marked 
as a Black Day “aims to 
raise awareness about 
the need to restore the 
old pension scheme for 
government employees.

As part of this protest, 
employees will wear 
black stripes while on 
duty, symbolizing their 
opposition to the NPS 
and UPS. A memoran-
dum will be submitted 
to the Chief Minister at 
the Tehsil and District 
headquarters afternoon, 
urging them to imple-
ment the old pension 
schemes.

The protest is a cul-
mination of the grow-
ing discontent among 
government employ-
ees regarding the NPS 
and UPS, which they 
believe are inadequate 
and uncertain. Despite 
promises of assured 
pension benefits and a 
comprehensive retire-
ment package, employ-
ees remain skeptical 
about the effectiveness 
of the Unified Pension 

Scheme, set to come 
into effect on April 1, 
2025.

“The NMOPS and sup-
porting organizations 
demand the restora-
tion of the old pension 
scheme, citing con-
cerns about financial 
security and retirement 
benefits,” said J&K UT 
President Mohd Ashraf 
Sheikh. “We urge all 
trade unions, employ-
ees’ associations, and 
forums to support us 
for general cause of 
Employees.”

The Black Day pro-
test on April 1 aims to 
amplify the voices of 
government employees 
and bring attention to 
this critical issue.

He urged the Govern-
ment to take immediate 
action and said that if 
their demands contin-
ue to be ignored, they 
may be compelled to 
intensify their protest in 
the future. Ashraf also 
appealed all Employ-
ees under NPS/UPS 
Scheme to observe 
April 1 as black day 
effectively and ensure 
its success .

Provincial President 
Jammu Tarun Gupta 
also appealed to all the 
Employees Association/ 
trade Unions to support 
the NMOPS for genu-
ine cause of employees 
under NPS scheme.

NMOPS to observe Black Day 
against NPS and UPS on April 1
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JAMMU Mar 29: As 
part of its annual tradi-
tion, Sanskar Bharati 
Jammu and Kashmir 
released the Vikrami 
Samvat 2082 (Yugab-
da 5127) Panchang in 
a special event at the 
Press Club.

The occasion was 
graced by members of 
the organization, includ-
ing Vice Presidents 
Ashwat Kumar and Dr. 
Joginder Singh, Sec-
retary Joginder Sahni, 
and Convener Ajay 
Sharma. Special guest 

Pandit Sunit Shastri 
also attended the event 
to lend significance to 
the release of the Pan-
chang. The Panchang, 
an essential almanac for 
the year, was compiled 
meticulously under the 
guidance of Ajay Bharti, 
General Secretary of 
Sanskar Bharati, and 
was created by combin-
ing information from 4-5 
different sources. The 
release was celebrated 
as a significant contribu-
tion to preserving and 
promoting cultural tra-
ditions. The event was 
further enhanced by 

the presence of Padma 
Shri awardee Rumalo 
Ram and young cultural 
enthusiast Ayush Gupta, 
who brought additional 
prestige and energy to 
the occasion.

The Panchang serves 
as an important cultural 
document, encapsu-
lating the essence of 
traditional knowledge 
and aligning it with the 
modern calendar. It is 
expected to benefit dev-
otees, cultural enthusi-
asts, and those follow-
ing the Indian almanac 
for religious and per-
sonal purposes.

Sanskar Bharati J&K release of 
Vikrami Samvat 2082 Panchang
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BHADARWAH, Mar 
29: In order to pay 
homage to the brave-
hearts who laid down 
their lives in service of 
nation in Kathua, a pro-
gram was organised by 
the NCC Cadets (Junior 
Division) of 10 J&K BN 
NCC Bhaderwah under 
PM Shri Govt. Higher 

Secondary School 
Bhalra here today.

The program was to 
solemnly remember the 
valour of the brave mar-
tyrs who attained mar-
tyrdom during a fierce 
encounter at Safan area 
of Kathua District.

“The staff mem-
bers and NCC Cadets 
observed two-minute 
silence to honor the 

supreme sacrifice of the 
martyrs paying heartfelt 
homage to the departed 
souls,” a statement in 
this regard stated.

The programme was 
organized by II/O Dr. 
Sanjeev Kumar Koul 
(Associate NCC Officer) 
under the supervision of 
Principal of the institu-
tion Rajinder Singh 
Bhall.

NCC Cadets pay tributes to Kathua Martyrs
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JAMMU, Mar 29:  The 
Institutional Innovation 
cell of Govt. Degree 
College, R.S. Pura, in 
collaboration with the 
Industrial Training Insti-
tute, R.S. Pura, orga-
nized a Registration-
cum-Awareness drive 

on the Prime Minister 
Internship Scheme 
under the supervision 
of Dr. Jugal Kishore, 
Internship Coordinator, 
Institutional Innova-
tion cell, under the able 
guidance of Dr. Preetpal 
Kour, worthy principal of 
the college, who was the 
chief guest on the occa-
sion.

The proceedings of the 
program were initiated 
by Dr. Jugal Kishore, 
internship coordinator, 
wherein he welcomed 
and made the august 
audience aware of the 
purpose of the Regis-
tration-cum-Awareness 
drive on the Prime Min-
ister Internship Scheme 
and introduced the 

delegation of officials 
from Industrial Training 
Institute, R. S. Pura. 
In the program, Vinod 
Kumar and Poonam 
Dev, officials from ITI, 
R. S. Pura, briefed 
the students about the 
Prime Minister Intern-
ship Scheme through 
the screening of a video 
featuring the process of 
registration, followed by 
the registration of the 
students on the Prime 
Minister Internship 
Scheme (PMIS) portal.

While addressing the 
occasion, the principal 
of the college made 
the students aware 
of the importance of 
such career-oriented 
schemes like the Prime 

Minister Internship 
Scheme and encour-
aged the Institutional 
Innovation cell of the 
college to organize such 
a program to keep the 
students abreast of such 
career-oriented govern-
ment initiatives.

The program was con-
cluded with a formal 
vote of thanks to the 
worthy principal, Dr. Pre-
etpal Kour, chief guest 
on the occasion, by Dr. 
Jugal Kishore. Among 
others who were pres-
ent on the occasion 
were Dr. Neena Gupta, 
Associate Professor in 
English and Dr. Sudesh 
Kumar Assistant Pro-
fessor in Environmental 
Sciences.

GDC R.S. Pura organizes Registration-cum-Awareness 
drive on PM Internship Scheme
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JAMMU, Mar 29: The Jammu 
and Kashmir Students Associa-
tion on Saturday has written to 
the National Commission for 
Women (NCW), seeking imme-
diate intervention to restore and 
institutionalize special cells for 
Women in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The move follows the abrupt 
discontinuation of these vital 
support units due to the cessa-
tion of funding from the NCW, 
leaving thousands of women 
without crucial protection and 
assistance. The closure of these 
critical Special Cells has raised 
serious concerns about the 
future of vulnerable women who 
rely on these services for safety 
and support.

Established in 2021 under the 
initiative “Violence-Free Home 
– A Woman’s Right,” these Spe-
cial Cells were set up in police 
stations across all 20 districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Imple-
mented by the Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences (TISS) in col-
laboration with the J&K Home 
and Social Welfare Depart-
ments, the project provided 
essential psycho-social-legal 
support to survivors of gender-
based violence.

In its letter to the Chairperson 
of the National Commission for 

Women, Vijaya Kishore Rahat-
kar, the association stated that 
the initiative played a critical 
role in offering legal aid, crisis 
intervention, and rehabilitation 
services to vulnerable women.

Since its inception, the Special 
Cells have assisted 9,791 survi-
vors of violence (from Novem-
ber 1, 2021, to January 31, 
2025). The initiative also con-
ducted 1,581 awareness and 
training programs, educating 
communities on legal rights and 
protective laws for women and 
children. The project was man-
aged by a team of 40 trained 
social workers (two per district) 
and two regional coordinators, 
all holding Master’s degrees in 
Social Work and possessing 
years of experience in han-
dling cases of violence against 
women.

However, with the NCW’s 
decision to withdraw funding, 
thousands of women currently 
receiving support will be left vul-
nerable and without recourse. 
Many will find their cases aban-
doned mid-process, facing 
immense hardship in their fight 
for justice. The abrupt closure 
of these services would be 
a severe setback in the fight 
against gender-based violence, 
leaving countless women with-
out structured protection.

The Special Cells for Women 
were instrumental in addressing 
violence against women, bridg-
ing gaps in justice delivery, and 
providing rehabilitation to survi-
vors. The teams delivered pro-
fessional, compassionate, and 
effective services, offering legal 
aid, counseling, and rehabilita-
tion support. This ensured that 
women affected by violence had 
access to justice, protection, 
and the necessary resources to 
rebuild their lives, the associa-
tion said.

National Convenor of the 
Association, Nasir Khuehami, 
said that despite the project’s 
impact, the NCW’s decision to 
withdraw funding has put thou-
sands of women at risk, leav-
ing them without support. He 
stressed that the abrupt shut-
down of these Special Cells is 
a severe setback in the fight 
against gender-based violence, 
forcing many victims to abandon 
their cases mid-process.

In its letter, the association 
highlighted the indispensable 
role played by the Special Cells 
in addressing violence against 
women, bridging justice delivery 
gaps, and rehabilitating survi-
vors. 

The association emphasized 
that the closure of these servic-
es would exacerbate structural 

inequalities, deter women from 
reporting crimes, and embolden 
perpetrators.

Khuehami said, “The disman-
tling of these Special Cells is 
not just a policy misstep; it is a 
political and moral failure that 
exposes the administration’s 
apathy toward gender justice.”

The association urged the 
NCW to extend financial support 
for at least another year while 
the state government finalizes 
the institutionalization of the 
project. “Ensuring continued 
support for these Special Cells 
is not just a matter of policy but 
a moral imperative to protect 
and uphold the rights, dignity, 
and well-being of women,” the 
association stated, urging the 
NCW to take decisive action in 
restoring and institutionalizing 
these crucial services.

The association urged NCW 
Chairperson Vijaya Kishore 
Rahatkar to intervene immedi-
ately and extend financial sup-
port for the Special Cells for 
at least another year while the 
state government finalizes its 
institutional process.

 “We urge the NCW to take 
decisive action in protecting 
the rights of women in J&K and 
ensuring that the fight against 
gender-based violence remains 
a top priority,” it added.

J&K Students Association writes to NCW for 
restoration of special cells for women in J&K
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JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Stressing on the need 
for immediate release 
of pending installment of 
2 percent DA due since 
January, president of 
the National Mazdoor 
Conference (NMC), 
Subhash Shastri today 
appealed to Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah to 
announce the same to 
employees and pension-
ers at the earliest as 
Union cabinet approved 
the released of DA to its 
employees and Dear-
ness relief (DR) to pen-
sioners w.e.f 1, January 
2025 representing an 
increase of 2 percent 
over the existing rate 
53 percent of basic pay/
pension to compensate 
against price rise.

Addressing a meeting 
of NMC workers here, 
Shastri stated that in 
view of the inbuilt pro-
visions in the annual 
budget, there should not 
be any hitch for the UT 
Government. An early 
decision in this regard 
would be genuine mea-
sure to provide some 
relief to the employees 
and pensioners, he 
added. 

Shastri said that DA 
should be exempted 
from the ambit of Income 

Tax as it is linked with 
price index.

Recalling recommen-
dations of the Central 
7th Pay Commission, 
Shastri said it also had 
recommendations that 
as soon as DA crosses 
more than 50 percent, 
the Centre is under an 
obligation to merge 50 
percent DA into basic 
pay or pension.

“As the DA has already 
touched 55 percent now, 
we request for early 
merger of 50 percent 
DA into basic pay/pen-
sion with retrospective 
effect,” he added.

Shastri urged upon PM 
Modi to appoint chair-
man and other members 
of the 8th Pay Commis-
sion and take a decision 
in this regard at the earli-
est and start discussion 
with representatives of 
both Central and State 
Government employ-
ees and pensioners as 
appointment of 8th Pay 
Commission will end 
confusion and uncer-
tainty among employ-

ees and pensioners 
on this issue once for 
all. He also demanded 
separate wage head 
for regularly disburse-
ment of monthly salary 
to daily rated workers 
till their regularization, 
enhancement of their 
wages to Rs. 600 per 
day, regularization of 
their services, clearance 
of all pending GP fund 
cases and gratuity, set-
ting up of Labour Wel-
fare Board, implementa-
tion of all Central Laws 
in J&K besides granting 
Medical Allowance of 
Rs. 1000 per month to 
pensioners at par with 
UT Ladakh Administra-
tion from 01-04-2020.

Rajan Babu Khajuria, 
B.S Jamwal, Surind-
er Kumar, Ramesh 
Sharma, Ram Singh, 
Raman Sharma, Ex Sar-
panch Sukhdev Singh, 
Darshan Baba, Chaman 
Lal, Vinod Kumar, Anil 
Gupta, Birbal Sharma, 
Rajinesh Kapoor, Dar-
shan Abrol and others 
were also present.

NMC appeals CM to announce 2 pc 
DA to employees, pensioners
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JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
113th meeting of the 
Executive Commit-
tee (EC) of the Cen-
tral Board of Trustees 
(CBT), Employees’ 
Provident Fund (EPF), 
was held in Srinagar. 
Chaired by Sumita 
Dawra, Secretary, Min-
istry of Labour and 
Employment, the meet-
ing was attended by 
Ramesh Krishnamurthi, 
Central Provident Fund 
Commissioner, EPFO, 
and other senior officials 
from the Ministry, EPFO, 
as well as representa-
tives of employers and 
employees.

During the meeting, 
the committee focused 
on several key initia-
tives aimed at enhanc-
ing EPFO’s processes 
and member services. 
Among the top priori-
ties discussed was the 
progress of the digital 
initiative to streamline 
PF claim settlements via 
the UPI platform.

This initiative, devel-
oped in collaboration 
with CDAC, involves 
system integration with 
SBI and NPCI under 
the IT modernization 

project CITES 2.01. 
The Executive Com-
mittee appreciated the 
progress, emphasizing 
that this would signifi-
cantly improve the ease 
of living for EPFO mem-
bers. Another significant 
proposal discussed 
was increasing the auto 
claim settlement limit to 
Rs 5 lakhs. This propos-
al received unanimous 
support from the com-
mittee, with members 
highlighting its potential 
to make claim process-
ing more efficient and 
beneficial for subscrib-
ers. The committee 
also reviewed updates 
on EPFO’s IT infrastruc-
ture enhancements and 
the implementation of 
CITES 2.01.

EPFO reported the 
completion of hardware 
upgrades and progress 
in consolidating decen-
tralized databases. Key 
modules for user man-
agement, centralized 
payments, and re-engi-
neered ECR systems 
are currently undergoing 
rigorous testing. EPFO 
assured stakeholders 
that the rollout would 
be completed within the 
next two months despite 
challenges.

On the subject of Pen-
sion on Higher Wages 
(PoHW), the committee 
commended EPFO for 
the notable progress 
made in processing 
applications. A total of 
3,26,152 demand letters 
were issued, reflecting 
a 29.5% increase com-
pared to the previous 
month, along with a 
22.8% rise in the total 
applications processed. 
These achievements 
highlight EPFO’s com-
mitment to fulfilling the 
Supreme Court’s direc-
tives.

Chairperson Sumita 
Dawra stressed the 
importance of creat-
ing public awareness 
about EPFO’s initiatives 
through various media 
campaigns. She urged 
the organization to con-
tinue focusing on good 
governance and tech-
nological innovation to 
enhance member-cen-
tric services.

The meeting conclud-
ed with discussions on 
the roadmap to trans-
form EPFO into a tech-
nology-driven organiza-
tion, ensuring seamless 
processes and improved 
service delivery for all its 
members.

113th EPFO Executive Committee 
meeting focuses on UPI Claim Settlement, 
IT Upgrades, and Pension on Higher Wages

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: A 
poetry recitation com-
petition was organized 
by the Department of 
English in collaboration 
with the Department of 
Hindi and Department 
of Dogri of GDC Marh, 
under the guidance of 
the Principal, Prof. Dr. 
Rakesh Kumar Koul.

The program began 
with the lighting of 
the lamp by the Prin-
cipal and the faculty 
members. Prof. Anita 
Sharma (HOD, English) 
delivered the welcome 
address.

An enlightening and 
thought-provoking lec-
ture was given by the 
Principal, emphasizing 
the importance of build-
ing confidence, connect-
ing students with society 
and effective life man-
agement.

Dr. Ruchika Bavouria 
briefed the participants 
about the rules of the 
competition.

A total of 15 students 
from all semesters par-
ticipated in the compe-
tition, expressing their 

views on various topics 
that pertain to today’s 
world problems such as 
drug addiction, terror-
ism etc. that showcased 
their critical thinking and 
creativity.

The competition was 
judged by Prof. Ashu 
Jolly, Prof. Malti Rajput 
and Prof. Anjana Chib.

After careful evalua-
tion, Damini Sharma 
(Sem IV) was awarded 
first prize, Rohit Singh 
(Sem IV) secured 
second prize and the 
third prize was jointly 
bagged by Diksha Devi 
(Sem VI) and Sonia 
Choudhary (Sem VI). 
Sweety Kaith (Sem IV) 
and Shiv Kumar (Sem 
II) received consolation 

prizes. Appreciation cer-
tificates were also given 
to all participants to 
boost their confidence.

The competition was 
anchored by Simran 
Devi (Sem IV). Atinder 
Kumar (Sem IV) and 
Gourav Kumar (Sem IV) 
assisted in the smooth 
conduct of the event. 
A detailed report of the 
program was prepared 
by Dr. Gurleen Kour. All 
faculty members and 
students attended the 
event.

In the end, a vote of 
thanks was presented 
by Dr. Shiksha Rani. 
Refreshments were 
provided to all the par-
ticipants and faculty 
members.

GDC Marh organises Poetry 
Recitation Competition
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JAMMU, Mar 29: Heritage 
School held a memorable fare-
well ceremony on Saturday to 
honour some of its distinguished 
faculty members, marking the 
end of an era while celebrating 
the legacy they leave behind.

The occasion was a heartfelt 
tribute to teachers who have sig-
nificantly shaped the school’s 
journey over the years. While 
it was an emotional send-off, it 
also signified a new phase of 
continued guidance for the insti-
tution. Among the key figures 

honoured was Ranjana Jamwal, 
who retired after two decades 
of dedicated service. As one of 
the founding teachers and the 
first Kindergarten Coordinator, 

Jamwal played a pivotal role in 
shaping the school’s early years. 
Her contributions were invalu-
able in establishing a nurturing 
and effective learning environ-

ment for students. While this 
marked the end of her tenure 
as a faculty member, Jamwal 
will always be remembered for 
her enduring influence on the 
school’s development.

The ceremony also celebrated 
Vandana Jasrotia, the Head-
mistress of Heritage School, 
who has served the institution 
for an impressive 17 years. 
Throughout her tenure, Jasro-
tia has contributed significantly 
to the school’s growth in various 
capacities, becoming a pillar of 
strength and leadership for both 
the school and its students.

Heritage School bids farewell to faculty members

BGSBU slashes admission 
application fee to promote 
inclusivity
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RAJOURI, Mar 29: In a landmark move to enhance 
access to higher education, Baba Ghulam Shah Bad-
shah University has significantly reduced its admission 
application fee. Under the leadership of Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Jawaid Iqbal, the university has lowered the 
admission application fee from Rs 1,000 to Rs 600, 
making the admission process more affordable for 
prospective students.

Additionally, candidates applying through CUET (UG/
PG) scores will now pay a nominal registration fee of 
Rs 200, a substantial decrease from the previous Rs 
1,000.

Prof. Jawaid Iqbal said that this initiative underscores 
BGSBU’s commitment to breaking financial barriers 
and ensuring that quality education remains acces-
sible to all.

Prof. Jawaid Iqbal reiterated that this decision aligns 
with the university’s vision of fostering an inclusive aca-
demic environment and encouraging broader student 
participation in higher education.
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KATHMANDU, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Former 
Australian batter Stuart 
Law was appointed as 
the new head coach of 
the Nepal Senior Cricket 
Team on Saturday, fol-
lowing Monty Desai’s 
departure in February 
earlier this year, as per 
the ICC.

The Cricket Asso-
ciation of Nepal (CAN) 
confirmed the news 
on social media late 
on Friday, 28 March, 
announcing that the 
former Australian batter 
would lead the team for 
the next two years.

Law steps into the role 
following a memorable, 
career-high stint as head 
coach of the USA men’s 
team, a tenure that 
lasted seven months.

During this period, he 
guided the USA to a 
historic campaign at the 
ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2024. In the tour-
nament played on home 
soil, USA pulled off a 
stunning upset against 
Pakistan in the group 
stage, having already 
secured a victory over 
Canada in their opening 
match, propelling them 
into the Super Eight 

stage.
The 56-year-old, who 

represented Australia 
in 55 matches between 
1994 and 1999, brings 
a wealth of coaching 
experience, having 
previously worked with 
USA, Sri Lanka, Bangla-
desh, West Indies and 
Afghanistan at the inter-
national level.

Law’s first challenge 
with Nepal will be the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 
League 2 tri-series in 
June, where they will 
face Scotland and the 
Netherlands.

Nepal currently sit 7th 

among the eight teams 
in the competition, with 
just two wins from 12 
games. 

The top four from the 
league that runs until 
December 2026 will 
qualify for the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2027 
Qualifier stage while the 
bottom four will have to 
go through a Qualifier 
Play-off.

Nepal made their 
maiden appearance 
in an ICC global event 
at the 2014 ICC World 
Twenty20 in Bangla-
desh. 

They have been par-

ticipating in international 
matches since 1996 (run 
by ACC), including every 
ACC Trophy tourna-
ments. Nepal also par-
ticipated in ICC World 
Cup Qualifier in 2001 
and 2014, ICC World 
Twenty20 Qualifier in 
2012, 2013 and 2015, 
ICC Intercontinental 
Cup in 2004 and 2005, 
ACC Fast Track Coun-
tries Tournament in 
2004, 2005 and 2006, 
ACC Twenty20 Cup in 
2007, 2009, 2011 and 
2013, Asian Games in 
2010 and 2014 and ACC 
Premier League in 2014.

AHMEDABAD, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Skipper 
Hardik Pandya’s much-
anticipated comeback 
after serving a one-
match ban will lend 
the required balance to 
Mumbai Indians’ line-
up when they take on 
an equally desperate 
Gujarat Titans here on 
Saturday as both teams 
are chasing their first 
victory in the ongoing 
edition of the IPL.

Mumbai could not 
break their long stand-
ing jinx of losing their 
IPL opener as Chennai 
Super Kings comfort-
ably won by four wickets 
while Gujarat Titans lost 
a high-scoring game 
to Punjab Kings by 11 
runs.

With nearly a week’s 
gap between the first 
and second games, the 
MI team spent a few 
days at Reliance’s Jam-
nagar facility where the 
whole unit relaxed and 
engaged in team bond-
ing activities.

It is still early days in 
the tournament and MI’s 
struggle without their 
pace spearhead Jasprit 
Bumrah was apparent 
and missing regular 
skipper Pandya in the 

opening game only 
made the matter worse.

In Indian cricket, 
Pandya is the only 
pure pace bowling all-
rounder, who can make 
a complete difference 
with either of his skill-
sets.

His comeback means 
that Robin Minz possibly 
would have to sit out but 
MI’s batting on a slightly 
tacky Chepauk surface 
didn’t inspire much con-
fidence.

But on Saturday eve-
ning in Ahmedabad, 
the conditions for bat-
ting will be much better 
after 475 runs cumula-
tively were scored in the 
opening match between 
Punjab Kings (243) and 
Titans (232).

And on a track which 
is a batting paradise, a 
serious question mark 
remains on Mohammed 
Siraj’s effectiveness. 
He gave away 54 runs 
in the opening game 
and was taken to clean-
ers by the Punjab Kings 
batters.

With not many senior 
Indian pacers in the GT 
ranks, it will be a strate-
gic call that home team 
head coach Ashish 
Nehra will fret upon. 

The pressure to contain 
runs as well as take 
wickets is way too much 
on Kagiso Rabada and 
Rashid Khan.

In fact, if one revis-
its the opening games 
of both teams, it was 
evident that both are 
struggling with perfect 
combination of foreign 
recruits.

In case of MI, the 
issues have compound-
ed because India’s 
current T20I skipper 
Suryakumar Yadav has 
not been in form for a 
year now and former 
skipper Rohit Sharma’s 
current form is also 
inconsistent to put it 
mildly.

Pandya’s inclusion 
obviously adds firepow-
er to batting and he can 
also open the bowling if 
necessary. He can also 
bowl those wide york-
ers at the death overs, 
which Vyshak Vijayku-
mar of Punjab Kings 
executed effectively.

One of MI’s main prob-
lems is wicket-keeping 
as they rely heavily on 
Ryan Rickleton. Robin 
Minz, who played as 
a batter looked out of 
place even though it 
was just the first game.

It will also be a test 
for rookie left-arm wrist 
spinner Vignesh Puthur, 
who got three CSK 
wickets on a helpful 
track. At Motera, the ball 
won’t grip as much as it 
did at Chepauk and the 
turn will also be minimal. 
How the youngster is 
managed by his skipper 
is a big question.

For Titans, skipper 
Shubman Gill’s season 
with the willow will be an 
indicator as to how the 
team performs eventu-
ally.

In the opener, the 
manner in which Vyshak 
bowled only one type of 
deliveries -- wide yorker 
or wide low full-toss -- to 
Sherfane Rutherford’s 
arc, the home team 
coaching staff would 
feel that Glenn Phillips 
could be a better choice 
going forward, consid-
ering he also bowls off-
spin.

But it is the bowling 
that will give Gill night-
mares as most Indian 
bowlers -- Siraj, Pra-
sidh Krishna and vet-
eran Ishant Sharma are 
one dimensional hit-the-
deck bowlers. No pacer 
except Rabada has 
subtle variations in his 

armoury.
Teams (From):
Gujarat Titans: Jos 

Buttler, Shubman Gill, 
Sai Sudharsan, Glenn 
Phillips, Shahrukh Khan, 
Washington Sundar, 
Rahul Tewatia, Rashid 
Khan, Ravisrinivasan 
Sai Kishore, Kagiso 
Rabada, Mohammed 
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, 
Ishant Sharma, Jayant 
Yadav, Mahipal Lomror, 
Karim Janat, Kulwant 
Khejroliya, Anuj Rawat, 
Gerald Coetzee, Sher-
fane Rutherford, Manav 
Suthar, Kumar Kush-
agra, Arshad Khan, 
Gurnoor Brar, Nishant 
Sindhu. 

Mumbai Indians: 
Hardik Pandya (c), Rohit 
Sharma, Suryakumar 
Yadav, Robin Minz, 
Ryan Rickelton (wk), 
Shrijith Krishnan (wk), 
Bevon Jacobs, Tilak 
Varma, Naman Dhir, 
Will Jacks, Mitchell 
Santner, Raj Angad 
Bawa, Vignesh Puthur, 
Corbin Bosch, Trent 
Boult, Karn Sharma, 
Deepak Chahar, Ash-
wani Kumar, Reece 
Topley, VS Penmetsa, 
Arjun Tendulkar, Mujeeb 
Ur Rahman, Jasprit 
Bumrah.

Stuart Law appointed as new head coach of 
Nepal Senior Cricket Team

Skipper Pandya’s comeback to boost MI, Siraj’s 
form concerns Titans

CHENNAI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Baffled by 
some of the tactics of 
Chennai Super Kings 
in their clash against 
Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru, former Aus-
tralia all-rounder Shane 
Watson said he does 
not understand why MS 
Dhoni continues to bat 
lower down the order.

CSK suffered a heavy 
50-run defeat while 
chasing a stiff 197-run 
target and Watson also 
felt that skipper Ruturaj 
Gaikwad should have 
opened the innings.

Dhoni came to bat at 
number nine as Ravi-
chandran Ashwin was 
sent ahead of him. He 
smashed the RCB bowl-
ers all around the park 
for an unbeaten 30 off 
16 balls but the effort 
went in vain as it came 
too late. The match was 
as good as over before 
Dhoni came to the 
crease.

“This is exactly what 
CSK fans come to see -- 
30 off 16 deliveries from 
Dhoni. I would have 
absolutely loved to see 
him come up the order. 
In my opinion, he should 
have batted ahead of 
Ashwin,” Watson, who 
is a JioStar expert, said.

“Given the game 
situation, Dhoni could 
have played like this 
for another 15 balls. 
Over the last couple of 
years, he has consis-
tently shown that he’s 
still batting beautifully. I 
truly believe he should 
be promoted up the 
order so we can see the 
full extent of his skills.”

However, this is not 
a new phenomena as 
Dhoni, after having 
retired from the game, 
had batted lower down 
the order even in the 
previous edition.

The top and middle 
order of the CSK crum-
bled as skipper Gaikwad 
endured four-ball-duck 
batting at number three 
on Friday night.

“It was disappoint-
ing to see certain deci-

sions, like Rahul Tripa-
thi opening the batting. 
Ruturaj Gaikwad is a 
quality opener, yet he 
had to come in later. 
Even one of the shots 
Ruturaj played, where 
he gave himself room 
against Hazlewood, 
was uncharacteristic,” 
Watson said.

“Normally, he stands 
still and reacts, but this 
showed he was under 
pressure. Deepak 
Hooda, at the moment, 
just isn’t up to it; he 
played each ball as if 
he was trying to survive.

“Batting Sam Curran at 
No. 5 was also question-
able. I see him as more 
of a No. 7 batter. Right 
now, CSK hasn’t got 
their combinations right, 
and they need to make a 
few adjustments. If they 
persist with this batting 
line-up, they risk being 
exposed.”

Both Watson and 
Aakash Chopra hailed 
Dhoni’s keeping skills 
even at the age of 43.

“From a wicket-keep-
ing perspective, he’s 
still as sharp as ever 
-- whipping the bails off 
in an instant. That tells 
me his game is in great 
shape, and he’s as well-
prepared as he possibly 
can be,” Watson said.

“If CSK had sent him in 
earlier, they would have 

had a better chance of 
crossing the line. Of 
course, the crowd abso-
lutely loved what he did 
tonight (Friday), but if 
he had come in sooner, 
CSK might have had a 
stronger shot at victory.”

Chopra explained what 
sets Dhoni apart.

“He’s simply remark-
able. The fastest hands 
in the game -- when we 
talk about speed, the 
definition is now ‘fast, 
faster, MS Dhoni.’ We 
always say, ‘Don’t try 
this at home’ because 
what he does is truly 
unique.”

“Fundamentally, in 
fielding, the hands nat-
urally move backward 
upon receiving the ball 
to absorb impact. Oth-
erwise, the ball spills 
out due to the hard-
ness of the hands. But 
Dhoni defies this logic. 
His hands move in just 
one direction -- toward 
the stumps. There’s 
only one player in the 
world who can execute 
that kind of stumping 
with such precision, 
and that’s MS Dhoni,” 
Chopra said.

CSK have won one 
and lost one match so 
far and will next take on 
struggling Rajasthan 
Royals on Sunday in 
Guwahati.

CHENNAI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Following 
the loss against Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 2025, 
Chennai Super Kings 
head coach Stephen 
Fleming stated that the 
five-time champions 
have failed to under-
stand the Chennai pitch 
in the last few years, 
reported ESPNcricinfo.

During the IPL 2025 
mega auction, the 
Chennai-based fran-
chise went behind the 
spinners as the MA 
Chidam Stadium helps 
the slow bowlers more 
during the match. How-
ever, that was not the 
case in their second 
home game of the 18th 
edition of the cash-rich 
league, as they lost to 

RCB by 50 runs.
Speaking after the 

post-match press con-
ference, the head coach 
said that there was no 
home advantage for 
them as they have not 
been able to read the 
pitch and conditions in 
recent years.

“Well, as we’ve been 
telling you for a number 
of years, there was no 
home advantage at 
Chepauk. We’ve won 
away from home a 
couple of times. And 
we haven’t been able 
to read... we’ve been 
really honest with you. 
We haven’t been able to 
read the wickets here in 
the last couple of years. 
So, it’s not new. We are 
trying to come to grips 
each day with what 
we get, and we don’t 
know,” Stephen Flem-

ing said, as quoted by 
ESPNcricinfo.

In IPL 2024, the pitch-
es at Chepauk didn’t 
support the spinners, 
which has been Chen-
nai’s strength from the 
start. In the last edition 
of this league, the spin-
ners snapped only 25 
wickets, whereas the 
seamers grabbed 74 
wickets.

“It’s not the Chepauk 
[of old] where you can 
just go in and play four 
spinners. We’re having 
to work really hard to try 
and understand what 
the nature of each pitch 
is, and it’s quite differ-
ent,” Fleming said.

Recapping the IPL 
2025 clash between the 
Super Kings and the 
Rajat Patidar-led side, 
tight bowling spells from 
pacers Josh Hazlewood 
and Yash Dayal helped 
RCB secure a 50-run 
win over the Ruturaj 
Gaikwad-led side at 
Chepauk Stadium.

With two wins in as 
many games, RCB is 
at the top of the points 
table. It was RCB’s first 
win against CSK at the 
Yellow Army’s home 
ground of Chepauk 
Stadium since 2008. 
Patidar was awarded 
the Player of the Match 
for his brilliant fifty in the 
first innings.

Dhoni should be promoted 
up the order: Watson

“No home advantage at Chepauk”: 
Stephen Fleming after CSK’s loss 
to RCB in ongoing season

VISAKHAPATNAM, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Fresh from their 
morale-boosting win over LSG 
and bolstered by the return of 
India wicketkeeper-batter KL 
Rahul, Delhi Capitals will look 
to build on the momentum 
when they take on formidable 
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the IPL 
here on Sunday.

After a thunderous start to 
their campaign, SRH lost to 
Lucknow Super Giants by 
five wickets on Thursday as 
the defeat showed that their 
explosive batting line-up can 
be reined in.

Going out of their den, the 
pressure will be on skipper 
Pat Cummins to inspire a turn-
around.

Delhi, on the other hand, will 
be strengthened by the return 
of Rahul, who missed the 
season opener against LSG 
due to the birth of his first child.

A key architect of India’s 
Champions Trophy triumph in 
Dubai earlier this month, Rahul 
was picked by Delhi Capitals 
for Rs 14 crore. Despite his 
experience, he chose not to 
lead the side, entrusting the 
responsibility on Axar Patel.

Once considered an all-format 
mainstay for India, Rahul was 
not a part of India’s T20 World 
Cup-winning squad last year 
and struggled to impress during 
his IPL stint with LSG, leading to 
his non-retention.

His tense on-field exchange 
with Sanjiv Goenka, where the 
team owner looked visibly frus-
trated, became one of the talk-
ing points last season.

Rahul will be eager to let his 
performances do the talking in 
a fresh start at a new franchise.

“I’ve been out of the T20 team 
for a while. I know where I stand 
as a player, and I know what I 
need to do to get back. This IPL 
is an opportunity to rediscover 
my game and push for a return 
to the T20 squad,” Rahul had 
said recently.

He was seen training under 
India’s assistant coach Abhishek 
Nayar in Mumbai before joining 
the Delhi Capitals camp here.

Rahul’s return will give Delhi’s 
top order, which struggled in 
the previous match, the much-
needed stability.

Chasing 211, DC found them-

selves reeling at 65/5 before 
Ashutosh Sharma (66 not out off 
31 balls) and Vipraj Nigam (39 
at No. 8) scripted a thrilling one-
wicket victory. Tristan Stubbs 
also played a handy knock of 
34 at No. 6.

Beyond his batting, Rahul will 
be an integral part of the lead-
ership group, providing crucial 
inputs to Patel, who is leading 
an IPL team for the first time.

DC have often struggled 
to close out games in recent 
seasons, and the hard-fought 
win over LSG should inject 
the much-needed belief in the 
squad.

Delhi boast of a formidable 
bowling attack, spearheaded 
by Mitchell Starc, whose face-
off with fellow Australian Travis 
Head promises to be a key 
battle.

Starc, alongside Axar and 

Kuldeep Yadav, will be crucial 
in countering SRH’s explo-
sive opening pair of Abhishek 
Sharma and Head. Stubbs and 
Mohit Sharma can also provide 
crucial breakthroughs towards 
the end.

SRH announced their intent 
with 286/6 in their season 
opener, with Ishan Kishan 
smashing a 47-ball 106 after 
Head (67 off 31 balls) and 
Abhishek Sharma (24 off 11) 
provided a fiery start.

However, they faltered in their 
second outing, managing just 
190/9 against LSG.

Wicketkeeper-batter Heinrich 
Klaasen acknowledged the 
shortfall, stressing the impor-
tance of converting starts into 
substantial totals.

“A score of 210-220 would have 
been par on the wicket. Overall, 
we just didn’t put enough runs 
on the board,” Klaasen admit-
ted. “Losing wickets at crucial 
moments disrupted our momen-
tum. We need to ensure that 
doesn’t happen frequently.”

SRH’s bowling attack, led by 
Mohammed Shami, Cummins, 
and Harshal Patel, remains 
potent but was found wanting 
against LSG.

Cummins, in particular, had 
an off day, averaging 15 runs 
per over. The Australian captain 
will be keen to bounce back and 
lead from the front.

IPL 2025: Delhi Capitals eye second win as KL Rahul 
returns against wounded Sunrisers

DC have often struggled to close out games in recent seasons, and the hard-fought win 
over LSG should inject the much-needed belief in the squad
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: 
In response to public 
demand, Commission-
er, Jammu Municipal 
Corporation (JMC), Dr. 
Devansh Yadav on Sat-
urday visited the slaugh-
terhouse, Dogra Hall to 
assess the feasibility of 
shifting its gate. The visit 
aimed to address con-
cerns raised by local 
residents and explore 
potential solutions for 
improved accessibility 
and urban planning.

During the visit, Dr. 
Yadav conducted a thor-
ough review of the site 
and engaged with stake-

holders to ensure that 
any modifications align 
with civic needs and 
regulatory guidelines. 
The Commissioner 
assured residents that 
their concerns would be 
taken into consideration 
while implementing nec-
essary changes.

Dr. Yadav reviewed 
the development of a 
vendor zone at Indira 
Chowk, a key initiative 
by the Municipal Corpo-
ration to provide orga-
nized space for street 
vendors. 

This project aims to 
enhance urban man-
agement, streamline 
traffic flow, and promote 

local businesses in a 
structured manner.

The Jammu Municipal 
Corporation remains 
committed to foster-
ing a well-planned and 
citizen-friendly urban 
environment. 

Further updates on 
both initiatives will be 
shared as progress con-
tinues.

Among others, Joint 
Commissioner, (W), 
Firdous Ahmad Qazi, 
Health Officer JMC, Dr. 
Vinod Sharma, Execu-
tive Engineer, Electrical, 
besides other senior 
officers of JMC accom-
panied the Commis-
sioner.

Commissioner JMC reviews slaughterhouse 
gate relocation, Vendor Zone Development

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
statement issued by 
the Kashmiri Displaced 
People Wing (KDPW) of 
the Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party (DPAP) 
is a poignant appeal for 
justice, rehabilitation, 
and recognition of the 
prolonged suffering of 
the Kashmiri displaced 
community. Through the 
voices of its leadership, 
including President Shri 

Sanjay Dhar and Chair-
man Sh. Piaray Lal Pan-
dita, among others, the 
organization has laid 
out a series of demands 
aimed at restoring the 
community’s dignity and 
rightful place in society.

Foremost among their 
demands is the call for 
the J&K State Legisla-
ture to pass a joint res-
olution in consultation 
with the displaced com-
munity’s stakeholders. 
This resolution should 

address a comprehen-
sive rehabilitation policy 
that includes economic, 
employment, and edu-
cational compensations. 
The leaders emphasize 
the urgency of submit-
ting these recommen-
dations to the Govern-
ment of India to ensure 
a meaningful and digni-
fied resettlement pro-
cess. They also urge the 
legislature to raise the 
issue in Parliament to 
highlight the communi-

KDP wing of DPAP demands justice, rehabilitation
ty’s plight on a national 
level.

The statement shines 
a light on the grave 
injustice of the com-
munity’s 36-year-long 
exile, which the leaders 
describe as a gross vio-
lation of human rights. 
The displaced Kashmiri 
Hindus, who identify 
as patriotic citizens of 
India, have endured 
prolonged suffering that 
has left them without 
their cultural heritage, 
constitutional rights, 
and sense of belonging. 
The leaders warn that 
the continued neglect 
of their grievances may 
lead to an unforeseen 
socio-political upheaval, 
driven by their pursuit of 
justice and recognition.

A heartfelt appeal is 
made to the Chief Min-
ister of J&K to take bold 
and compassionate 
steps to address this 
issue on a war footing. 
The statement also calls 
for government minis-
ters to visit the migrant 
camps regularly and 
address the hazardous 
living conditions faced 
by displaced fami-
lies. Over the past two 
decades, the absence 
of visits by central gov-
ernment officials has 
deepened the sense of 
abandonment within the 
community.

The KDPW has also 
expressed its discon-

tent with the “Supernu-
merary” status given to 
PM Package employ-
ees, which denies them 
equal service rights and 
has created a sense 
of alienation among 
the workforce. They 
demand its removal 
and call for the creation 
of a special recruitment 
package with at least 
20,000 posts, including 
five police battalions, 
to provide opportuni-
ties for the youth. This 
measure, they believe, 
would foster a renewed 
sense of citizenship and 
restore faith among the 
younger generation.

In summary, the state-
ment reflects the Kash-
miri displaced com-
munity’s resilience and 
determination to reclaim 
their rightful place in the 
valley. It underscores 
the need for justice, 
cultural preservation, 
and constitutional rights 
while holding the gov-
ernment accountable 
for its past failures. This 
is not merely a call for 
resettlement but a larger 
demand for recogni-
tion, dignity, and heal-
ing. The government’s 
response to these 
heartfelt demands will 
be pivotal in addressing 
the historical injustices 
faced by this commu-
nity and ensuring their 
rightful integration into 
the social fabric of India.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
National Health Mis-
sion (NHM) employees, 
under the banner of the 
All J&K NHM Employ-
ees Association, Jammu 
Division, observed a 
complete 2-hour pen-
down strike across 
Jammu Division to high-
light their genuine and 
long-pending demands 
on 29th March, 2025.

During the strike, NHM 
employees working in 
various health facilities, 
including Sub Centres, 
NTPHCs, PHCs, CHCs, 
and even GMCs, sus-
pended their routine 
work for two hours, 
except for emergency 
services. The employ-
ees held placards with 
slogans demanding 
government attention 
and the early redressal 
of their concerns at 
their respective places 
of posting.

The key demands 
highlighted by the 
employees were imme-
diate formulation of 
a job policy for NHM 
employees, salary 
enhancement at par 
with regular counter-
parts and employees in 
other Union Territories/
states,timely release of 
salaries, retirement ben-

efits for NHM employ-
ees, dialogue with the 
High-Power Committee 
constituted under the 
Chief Secretary to dis-
cuss NHM employees’ 
issues & other genuine 
concerns.

The NHM employees 
have been serving in the 
health department for 
over two decades with 
dedication and sincerity. 

Their contributions 
have played a pivotal 
role in strengthening 
healthcare services 
and patient care across 
the region. However, 
despite their significant 
service, the government 
has failed to address 
their legitimate con-
cerns, which have been 
repeatedly raised before 
the authorities.

The Associat ion 
strongly urged the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
of J&K, Jenab Omar 
Abdullah, the Hon’ble 
Health Minister, Ms. 
Sakina Masood Itoo, 
the Administrative 
Secretary Health &ME 
Department J&K, and 
the Mission Director 
NHM J&K to address 
the long-pending and 
genuine demands of 
NHM employees, who 
have been serving with 
dedication for over two 
decades.

Speaking to the media, 
Dr. Vikas Sharma, Pro-
vincial President of the 
Association, stated that 
NHM employees have 
always been ignored 
despite their immense 
contributions to the 
health sector.

 He further emphasized 
that the government’s 
non-serious approach 
has compelled them to 
observe this strike, and 
if their concerns are not 
addressed, they may 
intensify their agitation 
in the future.

The Association also 
expressed gratitude to 
various stakeholders 
and organizations that 
extended their uncondi-
tional support to the pen-
down strike, including,  
Government Employees 
Joint Action Committee 
(EJAC), JK Medical 
Employees Federation 
Jammu (JKMEF), JK 
MLHP Doctors Ayush-
man Bharat NHM Asso-
ciation and J&K Govern-
ment Pharmacist Asso-
ciation (JKGPA). 

Lastly, the Association 
thanked all District Pres-
idents, Core Members, 
and NHM employees 
from different schemes 
for their active participa-
tion, making this protest 
a success.

NHM employees observe 2-hour pen-down 
strike across Jammu Division to 
press for long-pending demands


