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BRIEFLY
Vice 
President 
Dhankhar 
admitted 
to cardiac 
department 
of AIIMS

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar 
was admitted to the 
cardiac Department at 
the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences in the 
national capital early on 
Sunday morning, as per 
sources.

The 73-year-old was 
said to have experi-
enced chest pain and 
uneasiness.

Sources said that the 
health of Vice President 
Dhankhar is stable now.

Further details are 
awaited.

MeT 
predicts 
week 
long wet 
spell from 
Monday over 
J&K

SRINAGAR, Mar 9 
(Agencies): The Meteo-
rological Centre Sri-
nagar Sunday predicted 
a week-long spell of wet 
weather from Monday 
over Jammu and Kash-
mir, officials said.

The MeT office said the 
weather generally will 
remain dry till Sunday 
evening.

It said there is a pos-
sibility of light to moder-
ate rain and snow over 
higher reaches at many 
places during March 10 
and 11, while an inter-
mittent spell of light to 
moderate rain and snow 
at many places over 
Jammu and Kashmir 
during March 12 and 14.

There are chances of 
another spell of intermit-
tent light rain and snow 
at many places during 
March 15 and 16.

The MeT office has 
also issued an advi-
sory for travellers, tour-
ists, and transporters to 
follow the admin/traffic 
advisory before plan-
ning their trip during the 
period.

The farmers have also 
been advised to sus-
pend farm operations 
from March 10 onwards 
till March 18; besides, 
people living on the 
higher reaches have 
been asked to avoid 
sloppy and avalanche-
prone areas during the 
period.

The night tempera-
ture recorded 1 to 2°C 
below the average at 
many weather stations 
of Kashmir during the 
past 24 hours, while the 
day temperature on Sat-
urday remained 4.5°C 
above normal across the 
Valley. Srinagar record-
ed the highest day tem-
perature at 19.0°C on 
the previous day.

Srinagar, the summer 
capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir, had a low of 
2.2°C recorded during 
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Nora Fatehi reveals music
 labels earned from songs she 

did for free

PM Modi hails India adding 
58th tiger reserve to its tally

Inbox

Ukraine determined to do every-
thing to end war with “just and 

lasting peace”: Zelenskyy
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SRINAGAR, Apr 16 
(Agencies): Search and 
rescue operation under-
way after a boat cap-
sized in Jhelum river at 
Gandbal, in Srinagar on 
Tuesday.

The Inland Waterways 
Authority of India (IWAI) 
will invest Rs 100 crore 
in three national water-
ways in Jammu and 
Kashmir, aiming to boost 
inland water transport 
and connectivity in the 
Union territory, the Min-
istry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways said in 
a statement.

The Inland Waterways 
Authority of India (IWAI) 
is the country’s nodal 
agency for developing 
national waterways.

An MoU was signed 
between the IWAI and 
the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
boost river cruise tour-

ism.
The proposed Rs 100 

crore investment will be 
used to develop infra-
structure for smooth 
transportation on the 
Rivers Chenab (NW-
26), Jhelum (NW-49), 
and Ravi (NW-84).

 “This initiative seeks 
to enhance tourism, 
create jobs, and drive 
economic growth in the 
region in line with Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi’s Vision of ‘Viksit 
Bharat’,” the ministry 

said in a statement late 
Saturday evening.

The MoU was signed 
in the presence of 
Union Shipping Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal; 
Union Minister of State 
Shantanu Thakur; J&K 
Minister Satish Sharma, 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Ports, Shipping and 
Waterways, TK Ram-
achandran; and IWAI 
Chairman Vijay Kumar.

The Ministry of Ports, 
Shipping, and Water-
ways (MoPSW) organ-

ised a two-day ‘Chintan 
Shivir, 2025’ in Srinagar 
with a vision to evalu-
ate, reset, discover, and 
apply solutions to unlock 
the potential of India’s 
Blue Economy.

Union Minister of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways 
Sarbananda Sonowal 
reviewed his ministry’s 
ongoing projects–worth 
Rs 2 trillion–and outlined 
a goal of completing at 
least 150 projects by 
September 2025.

The Union Minister 
reemphasised India’s 
vision to be among 
the top 5 shipbuilding 
nations by 2047, with 
an additional shipbuild-
ing capacity of 4 million 
Gross Registered Ton-
nage (GRT). He directed 
the formulation of suit-
able policies and skill 
development initiatives 

JAMMU, Mar 9 (Agen-
cies): Union minis-
ter Jitendra Singh on 
Sunday pointed to the 
involvement of terror-
ists in the killing of three 
civilians in a remote 
area in Billawar tehsil of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kathua district.

The killings have 
sparked protest and a 
shutodwn in the area.

The bodies of Varun 
Singh, 15, and his uncles 
Yogesh Singh, 32, and 
Darshan Singh, 40, were 
found in Ishu nullah in 
the remote Malhar area 
in the higher reaches of 
the district on Saturday.

The minister said the 
killings were a matter of 
great concern.

“The brutal killing of 
3 youth by terrorists 
in Bani area of district 
Kathua is extremely sad 

as well as a matter of 
great concern. There 
appears to be a deep 
conspiracy behind spoil-
ing the atmosphere in 
this peaceful area,” the 
minister, who represents 
Udhampur Parliamen-
tary constituency that 
covers Kathua, said on 
X.

“We have discussed 
this matter with the offi-
cials concerned. The 
Union Home Secre-
tary himself is reaching 
Jammu so that the situa-
tion can be assessed on 
the spot. I am confident 
that it will be ensured 
that such incidents do 
not happen again and 
the confidence of the 
people remains strong,” 
he said.

Officials said Union 
Home Secretary Govind 
Mohan is reviewing the 

security situation at a 
meeting here.

J-K Deputy Chief 
Minister Sur inder 
Choudhary condoled 
the killings, and said 
“increasing crime is a 
matter of concern.” He 
also expressed concern 
over the “life-threaten-
ing” attack on Bani MLA 
Rameshwar Singh, who 
was assaulted by a 
group of protesters while 
he had gone to meet 
the family members of 
the deceased at a local 
hospital in Billawar late 
Saturday night.

The MLA’s security 
guards had to intervene 
and escort him away.

Reacting to his heck-
ling at the hospital in 
Kathua, Singh said it 
was an attempt to vitiate 
the atmosphere.

In J&K, Rs 100 crore to be spent to boost inland 
connectivity over rivers Chenab, Jhelum, Ravi

Kathua Killings | Union 
Minister points to terror angle, 
Home Secretary reviews situation

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: Former 

Minister and Presi-
dent of the Jammu and 
Kashmir National Con-
ference (JKNC) Central 
Zone, Babu Rampaul, 
has lauded the budget 
presented by the Jenab 
Omar Abdullah-led gov-
ernment in the Jammu 
and Kashmir Assembly 
on March 7, 2025. Call-
ing it “people-friendly”, 
he highlighted the ten 
key concessions pro-
vided to the people and 
termed the budget as a 
significant step towards 
progress and modern-
ization. 

In a statement, Ram-
paul emphasized that 
the budget reflects the 
government’s commit-
ment to the welfare of 

the people, especially 
that impact daily life. He 
described it as “revolu-
tionary”, particularly in 
its focus on revitalizing 
education, healthcare, 
sports, and agriculture. 
According to him, the 
financial allocations and 
policy initiatives outlined 
in the budget would not 
only boost economic 
growth but also improve 
the overall quality of life 
for the people of J&K. 

While appreciating the 
government’s efforts, 

Former Minister point-
ed out that the budget 
stands out due to the 
ten special conces-
sions announced for the 
public. Though specific 
details of these conces-
sions were not men-
tioned in his statement, 
experts believe they 
could include tax reliefs, 
subsidies, employment 
schemes, and infra-
structure development 
projects. 

He particularly praised 
the focus of the Govt on 
Education, Healthcare, 
Sports and Agriculture 
sector with special provi-
sions for modernization 
and capacity building.

Rampaul congratulat-
ed Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter Jenab Omar Abdul-
lah and his 

Babu Rampaul hails Omar Govt’s 
budget as ‘People-Friendly’

SRINAGAR, Mar 9 
(Agencies): The much 
awaited 2nd phase of 
5th Khelo India Winter 
Games 2025

commenced at world 
famous ski resort, Gul-
marg in North Kashmir 
on Sunday.

An official said that 
multi-layered secu-
rity arrangements have 
been put in place to 
ensure a safe, smooth 

and successful event.
Athletes and officials 

from different parts of the 
country are participat-
ing in the games while 
security forces includ-
ing Jammu and Kash-
mir Police, paramilitary 
CRPF and sleuths from 
other security forces 
have been deployed in 
and around Gulmarg 
under a well coordinated 
multi-tier security plan, 

the official said.
Pertinently, to ensure 

smooth conduct, Deputy 
Inspector General (DIG) 
of Police, Maqsood 
ul Zaman had ear-
lier chaired a high-level 
security review meeting 
to finalize comprehen-
sive security arrange-
ments — plans includ-
ing strict access control, 
CCTV surveillance, 
anti-sabotage checks 
besides, regular patrol-
ling in and around key 
venues, accommodat-
ing facilities and transit 
routes.

Deputy Commission-
er Baramulla, Minga 
Sherpa, as per KNO, 
while reviewing the 
arrangements, assured 
that all necessary mea-
sures have been put in

Khelo India Winter Games 2025 
commence amid multi-layered 
security in Gulmarg

SRINAGAR, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Customers 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank have expressed 
frustration over frequent 

disruptions in digital 
banking services, includ-
ing online banking, net 
banking, and the M-Pay 
Delight app.

Many users have com-
plained that they are 
unable to access these 
services, causing incon-
venience, especially as 

Eid approaches.
Speaking to Rising 

Kashmir, a bank official 
acknowledged the 

Frequent Digital banking disruptions irk J&K 
Bank customers in Kashmir
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: 

Natrang presented a  
Hindi play ‘Ajgar Raaj’ 
written by Chiranjeet 
and directed by Neeraj 
Kant here today at 
Natrang Studio Theatre 
in its weekly Sunday 
Theatre series.The play 
‘Ajgar Raaj’ attacks 
imperialist, expansionist 
and opportunistic poli-
cies of our neighboring 
country by highlighting 
its efforts to push man-
kind across the world 
towards destructive 
weapons, bloody wars 
and the propagation of 
destruction.

The play begins at the 
court of Ajgar Raaj, 

where he is celebrat-
ing his 74th birthday 
with his commander, 
tells him that his master 
Shaitaan had given him 
a boon that if he com-
pletes 73 years of his 
life, he will never die, 
becoming immortal. 
Along with this, he also 
declares his Command-
er as his crown prince in 
the absence of his Prime 
Minister.

On the occasion of 
his 74th birthday, ‘Ajgar 
Raaj’ announces that 
today he has become 
immortal, hence he 
should be considered as 
God and celebrating a 
huge celebration all over 
the world, his “Lal Kitab” 
should be considered as 

the divine book of God.  
After this, a commen-
tary on the “Lal Kitab” is 
broadcast on the Radio, 
after which Ajgar Raaj 
orders the command-
er to broadcast it 101 
times and to wipe out 
all religions and sects.  
Then a voice echoes in 
which the dragon king 
is warned that he is the 
enemy of humanity and 
world peace and all the 
dictators who declared 
themselves God have 
been killed, so he too 
will die soon.  Ignoring 
this warning, he cites 
the teachings of his “Lal 
Kitab” and says that the 
whole world is afraid of 
his destructive weap-
ons.

At the same time, the 
Prime Minister of Ajgar 
Raaj who has returned 
from visiting many coun-
tries, tells that no one is 
afraid of him anymore, a 
civil war has broken out 
in his own country and 
people have blackened 
his pictures.  Many coun-
tries have expelled their 
citizens from their coun-
tries.  Angered by this, 
the dragon king says 
that Shahe Jhutistan 
should now be asked to 
attack India.  On this the 
Prime Minister says that 
Shahe Jhutistan wants 
us to attack them first.

The dragon king 
directs the commander 
to order the army to 
attack. Just then sounds 
of laughter start coming 
from all sides and the 
Prime Minister says that 
because of his words 
the whole world along 
with India is laughing at 
us and with this every-
one starts laughing and 
the play ends. 

Natrang young artists 
who performed in the 
play included   Aryan 
Sharma, Adaksh Bagal 
and Krishay Bhatia.  The 
lights of the play were 
executed by Neeraj Kant 
whereas the music of 
the play was scored by 
Mehak Chib. The show 
was coordinated by 
Mohd. Yaseen.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 9 (Agencies): 

With Ramzan come the Seharkh-
wans — the drum-beaters who 
wake up people for the pre-dawn 
meal ‘Sehri’ — to the cities and 
towns of Kashmir.

Hundreds of these men who 
arrive from remote villages have 
kept the age-old tradition alive, 
despite the ubiquity of modern 
gadgets such as mobile phones 
and alarm clocks.

From time immemorial, their 
drum beats have woken up Kash-
miris for that one meal that keeps 
them going as they fast during the 
day.

Mohammad Shafi Mir, a resident 
of Barzulla, said that Seharkhwans 
have an important role to play 
during the holy month. “Ramzan 
is not free of rigours. We finish the 
taraweeh (long, late-night prayers) 
around 10.30 pm, and by the time 
we go to sleep, it is already mid-
night. To wake up again in four 
hours for the Sehri and the Fajr 
(early morning) prayers is tedious. 
Unlike mobile or clock alarms, you 
cannot switch off their drum beats.”

Each Seharkhwan takes up a ‘ter-
ritory’ of one or two mohallas. For 
some, this is a source of livelihood. 
For others, an act of devotion.

Many of them wait 11 months for 
Ramzan, as the earnings during 

this month provide for their families 
for an entire year.

“We are from a remote area and 
this is my livelihood. I work as a 
labourer for the rest of the year, but 
the earnings in those 11 months 
are still less than what I earn during 
Ramzan,” Abdul Majeed Khan from 
Kalaroos in Kupwara district said.

Khan, who has been a drum-
beater for 20 years, said his work 
starts at 3 am in the morning and 
ends at 5 am.

“People pay us generously at the 
end of Ramzan. Allah has blessed 
them,” he added.

Mohammad Mehboob Khatana, 
who has been coming to Srinagar 
for 22 years every Ramzan, said 

while he makes a living for his 
family, he is also hopeful of getting 
a reward from the God Almighty for 
the good deed of waking up people 
for Sehri.

“We wake people up for fasting. 
We do this not just for a livelihood, 
but also in the hope of a reward in 
the next world,” he said.

Ghulam Rasool Payar, a veteran 
of more than 50 years, is a familiar 
figure in the old city. He said the 
financial gains are a bonus, as his 
main aim is to serve people.

“I have been doing this work for 
the last 50 years. I do not pester 
the residents for payments, as I 
feel the bigger reward is with the 
Almighty,” he said.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9 (Agencies): 

Investment proposals worth Rs 
1.63 lakh crore have been received 
till December last year, which will 
create direct employment oppor-
tunities for more than 5.90 lakh 
people, Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment’s economic survey report 
2024-25 said.Jammu travel pack-
ages

The report, tabled by the Chief 
Minister in the Legislative Assem-
bly last week, said 1,984 units 
involving an investment of Rs 
9,606.46 crore and providing 
employment to 63,710 people 
have come into production in 
the Union Territory since 2019 till 
December 2024.

This includes 334 units having 
employment of 8,443 persons with 
an investment of Rs 2,977 crores 
in FY 2024-25 up to December 
2024.

As many as 8,306 new applica-
tions have been received with a 
proposed total investment of Rs 
1.63 lakh crore and the potential 
to create employment for approxi-
mately 5.90 lakh individuals, 
requiring 79,137 kanals of land 
as of December 2024, the survey 
said.

It said the Industries and Com-
merce Department envisions sus-
tainable, equitable, environment-
friendly and balanced industrial 
growth and economic develop-
ment of J&K with focus on employ-
ment generation. Development of 
backward regions and nurturing 
existing units is emphasized upon 
in the J&K Industrial policy 2021-
30.

To attract investment further in 
the Industrial Sector, J&K Gov-
ernment introduced new policies 
which include J&K Start-Up Policy 
2024-27 and J&K Wool process-
ing, Handloom and Handicraft 

policy 2020.
Online allotment of land across 

the Union Territory in a transparent 
way is ensured through the J&K 
Industrial Land Allotment Policy 
2021-30. These aim to attract 
investments with incentives like 
Capital Investment Incentive, GST 
Linked Incentive, and Working 
Capital Interest Incentive, it said.

The Centre has rolled out the New 
Central Sector Scheme (NCSS) 
with an outlay of Rs 28,400 crores 
for industrial development of J&K 
in 2021 which envisages incen-
tives like Capital Investment Incen-
tive, Capital Interest subvention, 
GST Linked Incentive, Working 
Capital Interest Subvention.

“This package has received an 
overwhelming response and has 
been fully subscribed. As of the 
registration deadline on 30th Sep-
tember 2024, a total of 971 appli-
cations, representing an invest-
ment of Rs 10,471 crore and 
employment of 51,897 have been 
approved for registration.

“J&K has witnessed the setup 
of industries with investments 
exceeding Rs 500 crore. These 
large-scale ventures have cata-
lysed the development of ancil-
lary industries, enhanced-local 
employment, and firmly positioned 
J&K as a competitive investment 
destination,” the survey said.

Forty-six new industrial estates 
are being developed to boost 
job opportunities, with PSUs like 
NBCC, IRCON, CPWD handling 
the work.

The report said handicrafts and 
handlooms are vital to J&K’s econ-
omy, providing significant employ-
ment to around 4.22 lakh artisans.

“The sector includes renowned 
products like Pashmina Shawls, 
Kashmiri Carpets, and various 
woodcrafts. The government 
focuses on skill development with 
634 training centers. A unique QR 

Code-based certification system 
has been established which 
ensures authenticity of the crafts. 
Many crafts have received GI tags, 
and more are in the pipeline,” it 
said.

Exports have rebounded post-
COVID, with total handicraft 
exports reaching Rs 1,162.29 
crore in 2023-24, doubling from 
2021-22.

Jammu and Kashmir’s start-
up ecosystem has also seen a 
remarkable 287 per cent growth, 
with DPIIT-registered start-ups 
increasing from 237 in 2020 to 917 
in 2024, including 333 women-led 
ventures.

Over 1,600 start-ups have been 
registered with the Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute (EDI), 
marking a threefold rise, the report 
said, adding the New Start-up 
Policy 2024-27 and the J&K start-
up portal, launched in July 2024, 
offers strong fiscal and non-fiscal 
support.

In terms of Ease of Doing Busi-
ness (EODB), Jammu and Kash-
mir has made significant progress 
becoming the first UT to integrate 
its National Single Window Portal 
with the national platform.

The region achieved 97 percent 
compliance with the Business 
Reform Action Plan (BRAP), with 
341 out of 352 reforms approved, 
and the JK-SW Incentive Calcu-
lator was recognized as a Best 
Practice.

The Regulatory Compliance 
Burden (RCB) has also been 
reduced by 3,226 regulatory hur-
dles, further streamlining business 
operations, the survey said.

During 2024-25, it said Jammu 
& Kashmir’s cooperative sector 
made notable progress viz. 664 
societies were registered, creat-
ing potential jobs for 1,223 people.

Seharkhwans, Drum-Beaters who keep an age-old Ramzan Tradition alive in Kashmir

Investment proposals worth Rs 1.63 Lakh crores 
received in J&K till Dec 2024: Survey Report

Natrang stages hindi play ‘Ajgar Raaj’
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By: Vijay Garg 

On this International Women’s 
Day, we want to tribute to the 
brilliant women mathemati-

cian who have shaped the history of math-
ematics with their wisdom, courage, and 
intellectual contributions.

Honoring “Hypatia”: A Pioneer for Women 
in Philosophy.

(c. 360–415 CE):
A pioneer in Neoplatonism, mathematics, 

and astronomy, she defied societal norms 
to pursue knowledge and was martyred for 
her beliefs.

Hypatia of Alexandria was a woman dedi-
cated to understanding the incomprehensi-
ble. An individual passionate about discern-
ing the mysteries of life through scientific 
means, she was a famed mathematician, 
philosopher, and astronomer who gained the 
respect of those in her community through 
education. She was later killed for this intel-
ligence as the subject of a furious man’s 
anger, but was immortalized as a martyr for 
feminine intellect snuffed out before its time. 

Born in 355 B.C., Hypatia grew up under 
Roman rule inside a city referred to as the 
center point of the modern world by many 
historians of her era. The port city of Alexan-
dria was a hubbub of great minds and intel-
lectual thinkers within the empire, standing 
as the largest city within Roman ruled Egypt. 

While not much is known about Hypatia’s 
childhood or mother, what is written down 
most often is the impact her father had on 
philosophers during her youth. 

Theon of Alexandria was a mathema-
tician and studier of philosophy who not 
only encouraged his only child to be a well-
rounded, educated thinker, but took it a step 

further by teaching Hypatia himself. They 
studied mathematics, astronomy, and vari-
ous philosophies together, infatuating her 
with the artistry of math and the stars (stud-
ies which were often kept out of the realms 
of women). These passions led Hypatia to 
follow a Neoplatanist philosophical branch, 
of which views she shared with her father. 

Neoplatonism tells us that art, music, the 
stars, and everything else within the world 
is made up of mathematical variations, and 
that by studying these, one may become 
more enlightened to The One or the Divine. 

Hypatia, armed with her philosophy and 
curiosity, built complex items for her stud-
ies like astrolabes (hand-held models of the 
universe used for solving astrological calcu-
lations) and  hydrometers (an instrument 
used for for measuring the density of various 
liquids based on the ida of buoyancy), even-
tually surpassing her father in both philo-
sophical understanding and mathematics. 

She became known within the city, not only 
as an extremely intelligent individual and 
leader in Neoplatonism philosophy, but also 
as a scholar and teacher. She began educat-
ing others inside of the Platonic school of 
Alexandria, something similar to modern 
day colleges. She also wrote her own math 
textbooks, eventually refining many math-
ematical equations during this time – even 
creating a more comprehensive way of for-
matting long division. 

Many men from near and far traveled to 
study under her. Hypatia gladly took them 
in, no matter their background, and became 
a popular figure with the Alexandrian people 
during a time of disturbing turmoil within 
the city. Eventually, she was caught in the 
crossfire of a political and social uprising. 

Around the 400’s B.C.E., there was a major 

influx of Christianity sweeping across the 
Roman Empire as it became the new state 
religion. Hypatia herself did not identify as 
Christian, but rather Pagan -- taking the title 
of the old state religion of Rome, though 
not worshiping any deity or pantheon in 
particular. 

She worshiped the Divine through her 
Neoplatonist ideas, but never judged an 
individual for having a different faith. She 
respected and taught Christians, Pagans, 
Jews, and various other denominations 
without discretion, but despite her compas-
sionate discernment, others in Alexandria 
did not feel that way. 

A growing group of extremist Christians 
led by a man named Cyril burned Pagan tem-
ples, worship spaces, and landmarks, claim-
ing to do “the Lord’s work” and attempted to 
take over the political sphere of Alexandra. 
The land’s governor, Orestes, was a moder-
ate Christian at the time and disliked Cyril’s 
influence on the Alexandrian public.

Needing guidance, Orestes sought counsel 
from Hypatia. She advised the governor to 
be fair and restrained, electing caution with 
his next moves. During a riot in the middle 
of Alexandria, Orestes was seriously injured 
and Hypatia’s words of wisdom went out 
the door. 

Orestes was kidnapped, tortured, and 
killed by Cyril’s followers as a political state-
ment. The people of Alexandria turned on 
Hypatia after realizing she had given advice 
to the governor. 

They began to recognize Hypatia as an 
evil, pagan witch whose negative influence 
swayed Orestes away from his faith and 
resulted in violence. 

Soon after, Hypatia was ambushed while 
riding through the city. She was dragged 

off her chariot and brutally murdered by 
radicalized Christians in March of 415 B.C.E. 
If not for her dedicated students and follow-
ers, her story would have gone completely 
untold.

After her death, Hypatia was understood 
through many variations of memory and 
importance. She has since been settled upon 
as a feminist saint of philosphy and a martyr 
for wise women who have been shamed by 
their societies. 

Hypatia should be remembered for more 
than just her tragic downfall and as a life cut 
too short due to ignorance. She should stand 
as an icon for women in scientific fields and 
positions of influence. 

Hypatia was a woman of deep complexities 
in faith, knowledge, and in her existence as 
a woman. She deserves to be known and 
remembered not for her death, but for the 
strides she made for the advancement of 
women and the sciences to be where they 
stand today.

This women and many more have chal-
lenged conventions and redefined our 
understanding of the world. Their voices 
remind us that philosophy is not just for the 
few—it is for all who dare to question, reflect, 
and seek truth.

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 
columnist street kour 
Chand MHR Malout 

Punjab)

Women empowerment is a crucial step 
toward building an equitable and 
just society. It refers to the process 

of giving women the power and opportunities 
to make decisions, have control over their lives, 
and participate fully in social, political, and 
economic activities. Women empowerment 
is not just about gender equality; it is about 
unlocking the potential of half the world’s 
population to contribute to the growth and 
development of society.

Throughout history, women have struggled 
for their rights and freedom. Despite the chal-
lenges, they have emerged as leaders, innova-
tors, and changemakers in various fields. How-
ever, issues such as gender discrimination, lack 
of education, domestic violence, unequal pay, 
and restricted access to resources continue to 
hinder their progress. To build a strong and 
progressive society, it is essential to remove 
these barriers and create an environment 
where women can thrive.

Empowering women is not just a moral 
responsibility; it is a necessity for a prosper-
ous society.

When women are given equal opportunities 
in education and employment, they contribute 
significantly to the economy. Women-led busi-
nesses and enterprises boost productivity and 
innovation.

Educated and empowered women can make 
informed choices regarding healthcare, family 
planning, and child education, leading to over-
all social progress.

Women’s financial independence helps 
reduce poverty levels as they can support their 
families and invest in their children’s future.

Women’s participation in governance ensures 
balanced decision-making and the implemen-
tation of policies that benefit all sections of 
society.

Women empowerment challenges patriar-
chy and gender stereotypes, leading to a more 
inclusive and fair society.

Despite significant progress, women still face 
several obstacles in achieving true empower-
ment.

Women often face wage gaps, discrimina-
tion, and harassment at the workplace, limiting 
their career growth. Domestic violence, sexual 
harassment, and honor killings continue to 
threaten women’s safety and freedom. Women 
are underrepresented in politics, leading to a 
lack of policies that address their needs and 
concerns. Deep-rooted beliefs in some societ-
ies restrict women’s mobility and decision-
making power.

To create an environment where women can 
grow and succeed, certain steps must be taken. 
Education for All – Governments and organi-
zations must ensure universal education for 
girls, providing scholarships and incentives to 
keep them in school. Equal Job Opportunities 
– Employers should enforce equal pay policies 
and create safe working environments free 
from discrimination and harassment. Encour-
aging Entrepreneurship – Financial assistance, 
training programs, and mentorship can help 
women start and sustain businesses. Strict 
Laws Against Violence – Governments must 
implement and enforce strict laws to protect 
women from domestic abuse, sexual harass-
ment, and other forms of violence. Political 
Participation – Women should be encouraged 
to take leadership roles in governance, pol-
icy-making, and administration. Awareness 
Campaigns – Awareness programs on wom-
en’s rights, reproductive health, and gender 
equality should be conducted in both rural and 
urban areas. Strengthening Support Systems 
– Creating support networks for women, such 
as self-help groups, counseling centers, and 
helplines, can help them navigate challenges.

In the digital era, technology plays a vital 
role in empowering women. Access to online 
education, digital banking, e-commerce, and 
telemedicine has opened new opportunities 
for women worldwide. Social media platforms 
have given women a voice to raise awareness 
about important issues and connect with sup-
port groups. Digital literacy programs should 
be introduced to help women use technology 
effectively for their growth.

Women empowerment is not just about 
granting rights to women, but about creat-
ing a society where women have the freedom, 
resources, and opportunities to achieve their 
full potential. By addressing challenges like 
gender discrimination, education barriers, and 
workplace inequality, we can build a future 
where women stand on equal footing with 
men.

A society that empowers its women empow-
ers itself, as empowered women contribute to 
stronger economies, healthier families, and a 
more just world. As the famous saying goes, 
“When you empower a woman, you empower 
a nation.”

EDITORIAL
The future of US support for Ukraine?

International Women’s Day ,Brilliant Women Mathematician who have shaped the history of mathematics

Women 
Empowerment

By: Dr. Satyawan 
Saurabh

The outlook for U.S. 
support for Ukraine 
is currently unclear, 

shaped by political factors, 
military requirements, and 
global relations. The level of 
U.S. assistance to Ukraine 
will depend on the politi-
cal landscape, the ongoing 
military situation in Ukraine, 
and cooperation with inter-
national partners. As circum-
stances change in the U.S. and 
around the world, the type 
and amount of support for 
Ukraine will also vary.
U.S. support for Ukraine 

has seen significant chang-
es under President Donald 
Trump. Recently, military aid 
and intelligence sharing with 
Ukraine have been halted, 
as the U.S. seeks to encour-
age Kiev to engage in peace 
talks with Russia. This shift 
has raised concerns about 
Ukraine’s defense capabili-
ties, particularly the availabil-
ity of U.S.-made Patriot mis-
sile systems, which have been 
vital to protecting cities like 
Kiev from Russian attacks. 
European allies have no direct 
alternatives to these sys-
tems, putting Ukraine at risk. 
Meanwhile, President Trump 
is considering new sanctions 
and tariffs on Russia to force 
Moscow to end hostilities. 
This strategy marks a shift 
from direct military sup-
port to an economic strategy. 
These changes have strained 
U.S.-Ukraine relations and 
created tensions with Euro-
pean allies, who are commit-
ted to supporting Ukraine and 
have announced substantial 
military spending initiatives.
The differing approaches 

have led to a growing divide 
between the U.S. and Europe 
regarding the situation in 
Ukraine. Overall, the future 
of U.S. support for Ukraine is 

moving away from direct mili-
tary aid and toward econom-
ic and diplomatic strategies, 
signaling a broader reassess-
ment of foreign policy at pres-
ent. The United States has 
significantly assisted Ukraine 
with military and financial aid 
since Russia launched a full-
blown invasion in February 
2022. Total funds authorized 
through various aid packag-
es have reached nearly $175 
billion, with a significant 
amount allocated to military 
assistance. However, recent 
changes indicate a potential 
shift in U.S. policy under 
President Donald Trump, who 
has halted all military assis-
tance and intelligence shar-
ing with Ukraine in an effort 
to encourage peace talks with 
Russia. Ukraine’s military sit-
uation remains fragile. Ongo-
ing military assistance is vital; 
analysts warn that without it, 
Ukraine could suffer major 
losses on the battlefield.
The US has been a vital 

source of advanced weapons 
and intelligence that has bol-
stered Ukraine’s defense capa-
bilities. If US aid is reduced 
or stops altogether, experts 
believe this would severely 
hamper Ukraine’s ability to 
maintain its defense against 
Russia’s greater forces. On the 
other hand, if aid continues 
at current or increased levels, 
it could significantly enhance 
Ukraine’s capabilities over 
time.
Relations between the US 

and Ukraine have been crucial 
in influencing the geopoliti-
cal landscape since Russia’s 
invasion in 2022. Through 
2024, the US had provided 
over $119 billion in aid to 
Ukraine, but recent political 
changes and budget limita-
tions have cast doubt on the 
future of this assistance. This 
uncertainty could have seri-
ous implications for Ukraine’s 
defense capabilities and over-
all regional stability. Ten-

sions were highlighted during 
recent exchanges between US 
and Ukrainian leaders, rais-
ing concerns about the con-
tinuation of US military and 
diplomatic support.
The sudden cancellation of 

the planned diplomatic lunch 
signals a lack of goodwill, 
causing concern among Kiev 
and European leaders. Addi-
tionally, many Republican 
politicians have supported 
the current position of the US 
government. A reduction in 
US military assistance could 
encourage Russia to intensify 
its actions in Ukraine, taking 
advantage of the resulting 
power vacuum. Historical 
examples of US inaction, such 
as the annexation of Crimea in 
2014, have encouraged Putin 
to pursue his expansionist 
agenda. Without US support, 
Ukraine may find it challeng-
ing to maintain its defense, 
risking territorial losses. The 
absence of US F-16 fighter 
jets could reduce Ukraine’s 
air superiority, affecting 
mobility on the battlefield. A 
reduced US presence could 
bring Moscow closer to Bei-
jing, reshaping global power 
relations.
Russia’s growing economic 

ties with China, particularly 
in energy exports, reflect this 
geopolitical shift. European 
countries may need to take 
steps to fill the void left by 
the US withdrawal, which 
could put pressure on their 
economies. Germany and the 
UK have already committed 
to new military support in 
light of US uncertainties. A 
fragmented Western alliance 
could lead to a stalemate in a 
conflict, leading to long-term 
instability. The Korean War 
(1950-1953) is a reminder of 
how unresolved superpower 
tensions can lead to long-
lasting frozen conflicts. The 
US’s alleged withdrawal from 
Ukraine could undermine 
NATO’s collective defense 

strategy. The inability to deter 
Russian aggression could pro-
voke future threats against 
the Baltic states and Eastern 
Europe. This would increase 
the military burden on Euro-
pean countries, forcing them 
to increase defense spending 
and enhance military coop-
eration.
The EU’s new €50 billion 

aid initiative aims to miti-
gate the effects of a potential 
US withdrawal. The power 
vacuum could prompt Russia 
to challenge NATO’s resolve 
in Eastern Europe. Russian 
hybrid warfare tactics in Mol-
dova and the Baltics show 
how Moscow tests Western 
vulnerabilities. European 
countries dependent on Rus-
sian gas could face a renewed 
energy crisis, as highlighted 
by the 2022 Nord Stream 
pipeline sabotage incident, 
which exposed Europe’s vul-
nerability to energy warfare. 
In response, European coun-
tries could seek to establish an 
independent security frame-
work to reduce their depen-
dence on the US. Ongoing US 
support for Ukraine is impor-
tant for both European secu-
rity and global stability.

Dr. Satyawan 
Saurabh,

Poet, freelance 
journalist and 

columnist,
All India Radio and 

TV panelist,
333, Pari Vatika, 

Kaushalya Bhavan, 
Barwa (Siwani) 

Bhiwani, Haryana
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: Mata Rani 

ka Bhandhara was organized 
by the students and scholars 
of Jammu University under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Vikas 
Sharma, Coordinator Jammu 
District and Zonal Secretary 
of the Jammu and Kashmir 
National Conference (JKNC) at 
the revered Bahu Fort temple 
on the occasion of international 
women day.

It was inaugurated by Rattan 
Lal Gupta, former MLC and Pro-
vincial President of JKNC, who 
was chief guest and presided 
over by Former Minister and 
Zonal President JKNC Babu 
Rampaul.

Provincial Joint Secretary 
JKNC, Ankush Abrol and Pro-
vincial President of the SC Wing 
of JKNC Vijay Lochan were the 
guests of honor. A large number 
of students, scholars, and devo-
tees were also present at the 
event, adding to the spiritual 
fervor of the celebrations.

Addressing the gathering, 
Rattan Lal Gupta lauded the 
efforts of the students and schol-
ars for organizing the event, 
emphasizing the importance of 

spiritual gatherings in fostering 
community spirit and promoting 
cultural heritage.

He spoke about the role of 
women in history and their con-
tinued contributions to society. 
He encouraged young scholars 
and students to actively par-
ticipate in activities that uphold 
moral and spiritual values while 
acknowledging the vital role that 
women play in the socio-cultural 
fabric of the region.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Babu Rampaul said we should 
respect all the religions so as to 
maintain amity, brotherhood and 
harmony, he insisted, adding 
that all the festivals should be 
celebrated together by people 

belonging to different religions.
He also highlighted the signifi-

cance of International Women’s 
Day and the role of women in 
shaping society. He empha-
sized that such religious and 
social events not only reinforce 
cultural values but also serve 
as a platform to promote unity 
and inclusivity. Rampaul further 
stated that Jammu University 
students and scholars are com-
mitted to upholding traditions 
and contributing to the welfare 
of society through such initia-
tives.

Ankush Abrol also extended 
his greetings on International 
Women’s Day and praised 
the students for their initiative 

in organizing the event. He 
stressed the need for more 
such gatherings to promote 
communal harmony and cultural 
awareness among the younger 
generation.

The Mata Rani ka Bhand-
hara concluded with prayers 
for peace, prosperity, and the 
empowerment of women across 
all sections of society.

The organizers expressed 
their gratitude to all the dignitar-
ies and participants for making 
the event a grand success, 
reaffirming their commitment to 
continuing such endeavors in 
the future.

Vikshay Vashist delivered 
the welcome address; Gourav 
Partap Singh, University Presi-
dent NSF was delivering the 
vote of thanks.

Other prominent present on 
the occasion include Dr Rajesh 
Sharma, Dr Gourav Bharat, 
Dr Rajesh Singh, Bishan Das 
Dalhotra (Retd Sp), Dr Gourav, 
Ram Singh, Amit Gupta, Rahul 
Gupta,  Lovesh Bharat, Ramesh 
Lal, Monhar lal, Rakesh Singh 
and others.

Top News Report
JAMMU/MUMBAI , 

Mar 9: The first day of 
the two-day Bollywood 
International Film Festi-
val (BIFF) 2025 conclud-
ed successfully at the 
Veda Kunba Theatre, 
Mumbai. The festival, 
which showcases an 
eclectic mix of national 
and international films, 
witnessed the presence 
of several renowned 
Bollywood personalities, 
including Padmini Kol-
hapure, Poonam Dhil-
lon, Deepak Parashar, 
Manoj Joshi, Nandita 
Puri, Praveen Singhal, 
Deepak Dua, Pawan 
Sharma, Ena Bolmark, 
Pratibha Sharma, and 
Yashpal Sharma.

The festival com-
menced with a Ganesh 
Vandana and traditional 
lamp lighting ceremony, 
graced by eminent fig-
ures such as Meriano 
Borgo, Rajeev Bhatia, 
Vandana Bhat ia , 
Geetanjali Sinha, and 
Deepak Kumar Dua.

Film Screenings and 

Discussions
From 10 AM to 10 

PM, various films were 
screened, starting with 
the much-discussed 
Marathi film ‘Chal Halla 
Bol’ by Mahesh Ban-
sode. Following this, the 
Turkish short film ‘Pencil’ 
captivated the audience. 
In the afternoon session, 
the Haryanvi feature film 
‘Dhadam’ moved view-
ers emotionally, while 
the Punjabi music video 
‘Mutiyar Punjaban’ had 
them grooving.

The festival also show-
cased thought-provok-
ing films such as ‘Leer’, 
highlighting the dangers 
of excessive mobile 
usage, and ‘Chaudhary 
Sahab’, a sensitive 
Haryanvi short film on 
animal rights. The short 
film ‘I Am Sorry, Mom’ 
explored family values, 
while ‘Sanghar Amchya 
Astitvachya’ shed light 
on tribal issues. The 
first day concluded with 
the Hungarian short 
film ‘Bloom’, leaving the 
audience with much to 
ponder.

Industry Insights and 
Panel Discussions

A key highlight of the 
festival was a spe-
cial ‘Let’s Talk’ ses-
sion featuring film critic 
Dharmendranath Ojha 
and renowned Bolly-
wood cinematographer 
Aseem Bajaj, where 
they discussed the role 
of cinematographers in 
filmmaking.

Festival Background 
and Organizers

Bol lywood actor 
Yashpal Sharma and 
actor-director Pratibha 
Sharma founded the 
Bollywood International 
Film Festival (BIFF) 
during the first lock-
down. Since then, it has 
successfully completed 
four editions. This year, 
the festival is organized 
in collaboration with Om 
Puri Foundation, Hary-
ana Stage App, and 
Pahal Foundation.

The festival contin-
ues for another day on 
March 9, 2025, featur-
ing more films and cul-
minating in awards for 
the best-selected films.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9:  A 

meeting of  Bharat 
Tibet Sahyog Manch 
J&K (BTSM) was held 
in the office of BTSM 
under the leadership of 
Dr Vivek Sharma, State 
President, BTSM J&K 
and the future course of 
action of the organisa-
tion was discussed. It 
was decided to observe 
the 66th Anniversary of 
Tibetan National Upris-
ing Day on 10th March 
2025 to remember and 
pay tribute to the Tibet-
an martyrs who on this 
day in 1959 gathered in 
Tibet’s capital Lhasa to 
rise against Communist 
China’s illegal occupa-
tion of Tibet. In J&K, 
BTSM will commemo-
rate the day by orga-
nizing various activities 
and programs paying 
tribute to the Tibetan 
martyrs and protesting 
against the Communist 
Chinese Government.

Dr. Vivek Sharma 

discussed the impor-
tance of the day and 
elaborated the issue 
emphasizing the current 
situation in Tibet, which 
includes severe human 
rights violations by the 
Chinese government. 
He also talked about 
the self-immolation of 
Tibetans who are pro-
testing for their freedom 
and advocating for the 
return of His Holiness, 
the14th Dalai Lama to 
Tibet.

BTSM activists appeal 
to the Government and 
people of J&K to boycott 
China in every aspect 
to secure its border and 
help gain freedom for 
Tibet.

Those who were 
present in the meeting 
were Dr.Vikrant Singh, 
Mr. Rajinder Sadotra, 
Dr Rajesh Sharma, Dr 
Rajesh Chib, Dr Nitan 
Sharma, Dr Kuldeep 
Sharma, Dr Rohit Sado-
tra, Mr.Vishal Sharma, 
Mr.Alok Mahajan and 
others.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: The 

festival of Holi is cel-
ebrated on the full 
moon day of the month 
of Phalguna. On this 
occasion, the President 
of Shri Kailakh Jyotish 
avim Vedic Sansthan 
Trust, Jyotishacharya 
Mahant Rohit Shastri, 
explained that Holas-
htak begins eight days 
before the festival of 
Holi. This year, Holas-
htak began on Friday, 
March 7, and will end 
on Friday, March 14.

Mahant Rohit Shastri 
informed that this year, 
the festival of Holi will 
be celebrated on Friday, 
March 14. The Purnima 
Tithi (full moon phase) 
will begin at 10:36 AM 
on Thursday, March 13, 
and will end at 12:25 
PM on Friday, March 
14. The Phalguna ratri 
Purnima Fast will be 
observed on Thurs-
day, March 13, and the 
Phalguna Day Purnima 
Fast will be observed on 
Friday, March 14.

Auspicious Time for 
Holika Dahan

The auspicious time 
for Holika Dahan will be 
from 11:31 PM to 11:59 
PM on Thursday, March 

13. Holika Dahan is 
primarily performed in 
states like Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar.

Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri stated that Holi is a 
social festival that holds 
a special place in Hin-
duism. This festival is 
celebrated with great 
enthusiasm and joy 
throughout India. Since 
ancient times, Holi has 
symbolized humor, joy, 
and the destruction of 
evil tendencies within 
human beings. The fes-
tival has always adapted 
to cultural traditions and 
promotes social harmo-
ny, caste equality, and 
religious goodwill, bring-
ing true colors and joy 
into everyone’s lives.

On this day, the bar-
riers between people 
are dissolved through 
the exchange of colors. 
People of all religions 
and communities cel-
ebrate Holi by applying 
colors to each other, 
forgetting differences. 
Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri mentioned that Holi 
is a festival of colors, 
but in today’s modern 
era, chemical-based 
colors have replaced 
natural ones, which 
can be harmful to the 
skin. Therefore, people 

should exercise caution 
while playing Holi and 
use only natural colors 
that are safe for the 
body.

Why is Holi Celebrat-
ed?

According to mythol-
ogy, there was a demon 
king named Hiranyaka-
shipu, who had a son 
named Prahlad. Prahlad 
was a devoted follower 
of Lord Vishnu, where-
as Hiranyakashipu was 
a staunch opponent 
of Lord Vishnu. Hiran-
yakashipu did not want 
anyone in his kingdom to 
worship Lord Vishnu. He 
made several attempts 
to kill Prahlad, but each 
time he failed.

Finally, Hiranyaka-
shipu sought the help 
of his sister, Holika, to 
kill Prahlad. Holika had 
a boon that made her 
immune to fire. Follow-
ing Hiranyakashipu’s 
orders, Holika sat in a 
fire with Prahlad on her 
lap. However, due to 
Prahlad’s unwavering 
devotion to Lord Vishnu, 
he remained unharmed 
while Holika was burned 
to ashes. Since then, 
the tradition of Holika 
Dahan has symbolized 
the victory of good over 
evil.

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Mar 9: 

Government Degree 
College (GDC) Kishtwar 
marked International 
Women’s Day with an 
insightful and engaging 
event on 8/3/2025 orga-
nized by the Women 
Development Cell, 
NCC, and NSS Unit of 
the college. The pro-
gram was conducted 
under the convenership 
of Dr. Tabassum Saleem 
and the abled guidance 
of Prof. Basharat Iqbal, 
Principal, GDC Kisht-
war.

The event featured 
a panel of esteemed 
experts, including Dr. 
Sehrish Gazal (HOD, 
EVS), Dr. Salma Beigh 
(Gynaecologist), PSI 
Heena Bashir, and Ms. 

Rahida Bano (JKAS), 
who shared their exper-
tise on various issues 
concerning women’s 
health, empowerment, 
and societal roles. The 
session was highly 
interactive, allowing 
students to engage with 
the experts on press-
ing concerns and chal-
lenges faced by women 
today.

The Chief Guest, Mr. 
Idress Lone (ACR Kisht-
war), lauded the efforts 
of the organizers in cre-
ating awareness about 
women’s rights and fos-
tering a spirit of empow-
erment among young 
students. The cheif 
guest and experts with 
felicitated with momen-
toes and certificates

The event was coordi-

nated by Dr. Tabassum 
Saleem and concluded 
with a formal vote of 
thanks by Dr. Usman 
Sheikh. Other distin-
guished faculty mem-
bers present included 
Dr. Yasar Ahmed, Prof. 
Esar ul Ayub, Prof. 
Ashfaq Wani, Prof. 
Waseem Rashid, and 
Prof. Vikram Singh.

With the participa-
tion of around 250 stu-
dents, the celebration 
was a resounding suc-
cess, reinforcing the 
importance of gender 
equality and women’s 
contributions to society. 
The event left an indel-
ible impact, encourag-
ing students to play an 
active role in advocating 
for women’s empower-
ment and inclusivity.

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Mar 

9: A valedictory cum 
certificate distribution 
ceremony for the Skill 
Development Course 
in Digital Marketing was 
held today at the Con-
ference Hall of the DC 
Office, Kishtwar. The 
ceremony was graced 
by Ms. Mamta Suder-
shan, JKAS, Assistant 
Director/ALC Kishtwar, 
who extended her con-
gratulations to the can-
didates for successfully 
completing the three-
month-long training 
program.

During her address, 
Ms. Mamta Sudershan 
emphasized the grow-
ing importance of digi-
tal marketing in today’s 
world and encouraged 
the participants to lever-
age their newly acquired 
skills to explore self-
employment opportuni-
ties and enhance their 
job prospects. She also 
took time to engage with 
the candidates, seeking 
feedback on their learn-
ing experiences and 
the practical knowledge 
they gained throughout 
the course.

The course trainer pro

vided an overview of 
the curriculum, high-
lighting the significance 
of digital skills in the 
modern job market. He 
expressed his satisfac-
tion with the enthusiasm 
and dedication demon-
strated by the train-
ees and wished them 
success in their future 
endeavors.

Mr. Vinod Shant, 
Employment Officer 
Kishtwar, addressed 
the gathering and 
spoke about various 
government initiatives, 
including Mission Yuva 
and Mission Youth, 
urging participants to 
take full advantage of 
these schemes, which 
are designed to foster 
youth entrepreneurship 
and skill development.

The ceremony cel-
ebrated the exceptional 
achievements of the top 
three performers Ashira 
Jaan and Masoofa Jaan 
Malik, who were both 
appreciated for secur-
ing the 1st position.

Numan Raja Malik, 
who earned the 2nd 
position, and

Rashid Manzoor, who 
secured the 3rd posi-
tion.

A special highlight of 

the event was the rec-
ognition of Numan Raja 
Malik, who, in addition to 
his 2nd-place achieve-
ment, showcased his 
creativity by generat-
ing an AI video, which 
captured and described 
the entire theme of the 
course from start to 
finish. This unique proj-
ect received significant 
praise for its innovative 
approach and the thor-
ough understanding it 
reflected of the course 
content.

Ms. Mamta Suder-
shan felicitated the top 
performers with tro-
phies, motivating them 
to continue pursuing 
excellence in their future 
endeavors.

The ceremony con-
cluded with the distribu-
tion of course comple-
tion certificates to all 
participants, symboliz-
ing the successful culmi-
nation of their training.

The candidates 
expressed their sincere 
gratitude to the District 
Employment & Coun-
selling Centre, Kisht-
war, for organizing the 
course in collaboration 
with the training part-
ner, Modern Computer. 
They commended the 
program for equipping 
them with valuable digi-
tal skills that would play 
a key role in shaping 
their future career paths.

The event marked a 
significant milestone in 
empowering the youth 
of Kishtwar with digital 
skills, opening doors to 
brighter career opportu-
nities and contributing 
to the overall socio-
economic development 
of the region.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: The 

Kaith Biradari members 
paid obeisance to Sankri 
Devta at his Asthan in 
Channi Kamala and 
sought his blessings for 
the well-being of their 
families. They also par-
took parsad served by 
the priest Darshan Kaith 
Bawa.

R.L.Kaith said, Sankri 

Devta is a powerful deity, 
people come here with 
their individual wishes, 
hoping they get fulfilled 
after the prayer and they 
visit this Asthan after their 
wishes get fulfilled.

Prominent among the 
Biradari members who who 
paid obeisance included 
Havildar Des Raj Kaith, 
Mela Ram, Bunty Kumar, 
Ankush Kumar, Rakesh 
Kumar, Rahul Kaith and 
many others.

Women play vital role to build society for bright 
future of country: Rattan Lal Gupta

First Day of Bollywood 
International Film Festival 2025 
Concludes Successfully in Mumbai

Valedictory cum certificate 
distribution ceremony for digital 
marketing course held at Kishtwar

Holi Festival on Friday, March 
14: Mahant Rohit Shastri

BTSM to hold protest 
against illegal occupation 
of Tibet by China

Kaiths pay obeisance to 
their ancestral spirit

International Women’s Day 
Celebrated at GDC Kishtwar
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Being the new Kapoor on the block a double-edged 
sword: Zahan Kapoor

Zahan Kapoor, who recent-
ly starred in the critically 
acclaimed web series “Black 
Warrant”, said being the newest 
actor from the Kapoor film 
family has both its advantages 
and disadvantages.

The actor, who is the grand-
son of the legendary actor and 
producer Shashi Kapoor, was 
speaking at a session on the 
second day of the India Today 
Conclave 2025 here.

“Being the new Kapoor on the 
block is a common source of 
intrigue for a lot of people. It’s 
interesting. It’s both an advan-
tage and a disadvantage. A 
double-edged sword.

“There is pressure and expec-
tation, yet there is also forgive-
ness and accessibility in certain 
ways. Thankfully, I’m happy to 
say that my parents ensured I 
wasn’t carrying that weight on 
my shoulders and taught me to 
be diligent with my own work. 
Things are in my hands and in 
how I show up,” Zahan said.

The 32-year-old actor said 
belonging to a film family didn’t 
necessarily make things “easy” 
for him.

“It’s subjective. I can only 
speak for myself. I was given 
some opportunities and access, 
but not everything... It was dif-
ficult for me to navigate these 
expectations.

“All I knew was that I wanted to 
be a part of this magical world of 
telling stories, to serve it in the 

best way I can. And I like learn-
ing; I really do. I’m very nerdy 
like that. So I’m reading, learn-
ing, talking to people, watching 
rehearsals and films. I am fasci-
nated and trying to reflect on life 
around us, so society questions 
that.”

He also praised his cousins 
and Bollywood stars Ranbir 
Kapoor and Kareena Kapoor 
Khan, saying irrespective of the 
fame they carry, all of them are 
hard-working individuals.

“They are passionate about 
what they do. Fame and celeb-
rity is a byproduct. So, it’s not 
the source of their concern, the 
concern is how to live a life in the 
most passionate and big way 
possible, while serving cinema, 
stories, art, and culture... Then 
you are also a representative of 
society. So you play the show-
biz game, consequently,” said 
Zahan, who made his film debut 
with 2022’s “Faraaz”.

The actor also spoke about 
his late grandfather, adding that 
Shashi Kapoor had already by 
the time he was born.

As a child, Zahan said he 
would wonder why megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan, his grandfa-
ther’s co-star on many films like 
“Deewaar” and “Shaan”, would 
come by their house.

“One day, I came home from 
school and suddenly saw 
Amitabh Bachchan sir at our 
house to meet my grandfather. 
I recognised him, but I didn’t 
understand - was he there every 
day?

“I greeted my grandfather with 
a ‘namaste’, and he would do 
the same. Then, he would watch 
his cricket series on TV, com-
pletely engrossed, outside and 
away from the spotlight of the 
film industry... For me it was just 
my grandfather there and every 
day I would meet him. It was a 
very demystified upbringing,” he 

recalled.
The actor said his roots lie in 

Mumbai’s iconic Prithvi Theatre, 
built by Shashi Kapoor and his 
wife Jennifer in memory of the 
Kapoor family patriarch Prithvi-
raj Kapoor.

“Outside and away from the 
spotlight or churn of the film 
industry, theatre was my con-
nection. I remember visiting the 
theatre as a young child. So 
Prithvi was the grounding,” he 
said.

Zahan admitted that Vikramad-
itya Motwane’s “Black Warrant”, 
which released in January, has 
been a “turning point” in his 
career.

“I am grateful to be a part of 
this project. The most incred-
ible thing right now has been 
how overwhelming it is to be a 
part of something that seems to 
have connected and resonated 
in such a big way,” he added.

When asked about his con-
temporaries, the actor said there 
are a lot of actors he admires.

“Adarsh Gourav’s new film 
‘Superboys of Malegaon’, he is 
a fantastic actor. Sparsh Shriv-
astava, who was in ‘Laapataa 
Ladies’, is an incredible young 
actor. Babil is doing some 
incredible work also.

“There are so many others and 
beyond Vicky Kaushal, Rajkum-
mar Rao, Manoj Bajpayee sir, 
the late Irrfan sahab, Ranbir 
himself and Ranveer Singh,” 
he said.

Filmmaker Kabir Khan 
aims to challenge ste-
reotypes surround-
ing immigrants and 
refugees with his latest 
project, My Melbourne, 
an anthology film featur-
ing four unique stories 
inspired by true events. 
His segment, Setara, 
follows the journey of 
a 15-year-old Afghan 
girl who finds solace in 
cricket after fleeing the 
Taliban and rebuilding 
her life in Melbourne.

Khan, known for films 

like Ek Tha Tiger and 
Bajrangi Bhaijaan, said 
the story emphasizes 
the contributions immi-
grants can make when 
welcomed with open 
arms. “If you see refu-
gees through just one 
perspective, they may 
never be able to contrib-
ute. But if you embrace 
them, they become a 
valuable part of soci-
ety,” he told agency in 
an interview.

The director was 
inspired by the real-life 

experiences of Afghan 
women cricketers who 
relocated to Melbourne 
after the Taliban’s take-
over. During a visit to 
the city, he met Setara, 
a young player whose 
dream of representing 
Afghanistan was cut 
short. “Her story per-
fectly captured the spirit 
of resilience and belong-
ing,” Khan said.

To ensure authentic-
ity, Khan cast the real 
Setara in the lead role 
instead of opting for a 
known star. “We wanted 
to keep it real. Setara 
is the star of her own 
story,” he added.

Produced by Mitu 
Bhowmick Lange, My 
Melbourne also fea-
tures segments by 
filmmakers Imtiaz Ali, 
Rima Das, and Onir, 
exploring themes of 
diversity across sexu-
ality, gender, disability, 
and race. The film is set 
for a theatrical release 
in India on March 14. 
While Khan acknowl-
edges its niche appeal, 
he believes the film’s 
message is essential. 
“Not every film is made 
for box office success. 
Some are meant to tell 
important stories and 
reach those who wish 
to see them,” he said.

Kabir Khan highlights immigrant 
stories in ‘My Melbourne’ with 
inspiring Afghan refugee tale

A Mumbai court has 
refused to take cogni-
sance of “MeToo” alle-
gations levelled against 
veteran actor Nana 
Patekar by his co-star 
Tanushree Dutta in 2018 
after observing the com-
plaint was filed “beyond 
the period of limitation” 
without explaining the 
reason for delay.

Judicial Magistrate 
First Class (Andheri) NV 
Bansal said that Dutta 
filed an FIR in 2018 over 
an incident that alleg-
edly occurred on March 
23, 2008.

In her complaint filed 
in October 2018, Dutta 
accused Patekar and 
three others of harass-
ing and misbehaving 
with her in 2008 while 
shooting a song on the 
sets of the film “Horn Ok 
Pleasss”.

The issue hit national 
headlines and sparked 

the #MeToo movement 
on social media.

The police, in 2019, 
filed its final report before 
a magistrate court stat-
ing that its probe did not 
find anything incriminat-
ing against any of the 
accused.

The FIR was found to 
be false, the police fur-
ther said in its report. 
In legal terms, such 
a report is called a 
‘B-summary’.

At the time, Dutta had 
filed a protest petition 
urging the court to reject 
the B-summary. She 
urged the court to order 
a further probe into her 
complaint.

The magistrate said 
Dutta filed an FIR in 
2018 under the Indian 
Penal Code sections 
354 and 509 over an 
incident that allegedly 
occurred on March 23, 
2008.

Both offences have a 
limitation of three years 
as per provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC), he said.

The purpose of the 
prescribing period of lim-
itation is to put pressure 
on the organs of crimi-
nal prosecution to make 
every effort to ensure 
detection and punish-

ment of the crime quick-
ly, the court observed.

No application for con-
donation of delay has 
been filed by the prose-
cution and the informant 
to let the court know the 
reasons for delay, the 
order said.

Thus, there is “no 
reason before me to 
take cognisance after a 

long lapse of more than 
7 years after the expiry 
of the period of limita-
tion”, the magistrate 
said.

“If such a huge delay 
is condoned without any 
sufficient cause, then it 
will be against the prin-
ciple of equity and true 
spirit of the law,” the 
magistrate said while 
concluding that the 
alleged incident “is not 
within limitation and 
the court is barred to 
take cognisance of the 
same”.

“The alleged first inci-
dence cannot be said to 
be false nor can be said 
as true” as the court has 
not dealt with the facts 
of the alleged incident, 
it added.

The magistrate dis-
posed of the B Summary 
report, saying it “cannot 
be dealt with due to bar 
of taking cognisance”.

Actor-dancer Nora 
Fatehi got popular 
by starring in several 
dance numbers, and 
she has admitted after 
a very long time that 
music labels and pro-
ducers were reaping the 
benefit of her work with 
no compensation to her.

In a recent interview, 
she said she realised 
what’s the point of being 
the Dilbar girl for her 
kids if she doesn’t have 
revenue to show from 
the tag.

Nora introspects
In an interview with 

agency, Nora spoke 
about understanding 
the business and work-
ing through it.

Nora said, “When I 
started featuring in the 
songs that were break-
ing the internet, help-
ing the film’s success 
and influencing the 
box-office numbers, I 
understood that many 
earn from these except 
me. There are the You-

Tube revenues, stream-
ing rights, and even the 
films earning from the 
hype of these successful 
songs, and I was doing 
them for free. Whatev-
er I earn, it is from the 
shows or events that I 
am part of. But other-
wise, there are no IPs, 
no publishing royalties, 
etc… But I understand 
that it is what it is.”

She added, “Instead 
of fighting the system, I 
found a way out for me 
where I can still do those 
dance numbers, and 
not worry about the rev-
enue. See, I am grateful 
for the opportunities, but 
as an artiste I also have 
to think about sustain-
ability and security. The 
publishing rights, royal-
ties are very important 
for creating a legacy, 
and safeguarding my 
future. What is the point 
of being the Dilbar girl 
for my kids if I don’t have 
revenue to show from 

the tag. Generational 
wealth is important, and 
that is something I want 
to focus on.”

Nora’s recent work
Nora has carved a spe-

cial place for herself in 
the industry because of 
her dance moves. She 
has performed in many 
dance songs, including 
Ek Toh Kum Zindagani, 
Dilbar and O Saki Saki.

In 2024, Nora starred 
in Crakk, Madgaon 
Express and Matka. She 
will soon star in the Hindi 
film Be Happy, Tamil film 
Kanchana 4 and the 
Kannada film KD - The 
Devil. The trailer of Be 
Happy, which will be 
released on Prime Video 
on March 14 was recent-
ly released. Abhishek 
Bachchan plays a father 
who asks Nora to teach 
him to dance to make 
his daughter happy. She 
was also seen alongside 
singer Jason Derulo in 
his song, Snake.

Papia Sengupta, 
known for her compel-
ling performances, is 
currently winning hearts 
with her portrayal of 
Kanchan Chotwani in 

Jamai No. 1.
The actress opened 

up about the depth of 
her character, the evolv-
ing nature of television 
storytelling and the jour-

ney of bringing Kanchan 
to life on screen. “When 
I took on the role of Kan-
chan Chotwani in Jamai 
No. 1, I knew I was step-
ping into a character 
that would challenge me 
in new ways. Kanchan 
is a powerhouse—a 
woman of strength and 
fierce authority. Play-
ing her has been both 
exhilarating and deeply 
rewarding, and I am 
truly grateful for the 
overwhelming love and 
appreciation from audi-
ences,” Papia shared.

About the essence of 
Kanchan’s character, 
she explained, “Kan-
chan Chotwani is not 
just a mother-in-law; she 
is the backbone of the 
Chotwani family. She 
has built her empire 
from the ground up and 
is determined to protect 
its legacy.”

Shubhangi Atre, 
known for her role 
as Angoori Bhabhi in 
Sanjay and Binaiferr 
Kohli’s Bhabiji Ghar Par 
Hai, has been a beloved 
face in the television 
industry for years. While 
she has entertained 
audiences with her 
comic timing, her per-
sonal life has seen sig-
nificant changes. After 
22 years of marriage, 
she and her husband, 
Piyush Poorey, decid-
ed to part ways. Their 
divorce was finalised 
on February 5, bringing 
closure to a long chap-
ter in her life.

Shubhangi admits that 
the decision was pain-
ful, as she was deeply 
invested in the relation-
ship. “I gave my heart to 
this marriage because 
that’s the kind of person 
I am,” she shares. How-
ever, over time, differ-
ences between them 
grew, making it impos-
sible to continue togeth-

er. Now, after moving 
on, she feels a sense 
of peace. “It feels like a 
heavy weight has been 
lifted. There’s a new-
found sense of freedom, 
and it’s hard to explain 
how relieving that is,” 

she says. Her priority 
now is to focus on her 
daughter, Ashi, and give 
her a happy and secure 
life. One of the biggest 
lessons she has learned 
from this experience is 
self-reliance.

Court refuses to take cognisance of Tanushree 
Dutta’s ‘MeToo’ allegations against Nana Patekar

Nora Fatehi reveals music labels earned from 
songs she did for free

Papia Sengupta talks about 
her role in Jamai No. 1

Shubhangi Atre is now 
officially single in real life
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NEW DELHI, Mar 
9 (Agencies): Over 
a month after the 
Supreme Court cleared 
the decks to appoint 
ad-hoc judges in high 
courts to deal with rising 
pendency of cases, the 
government is yet to 
receive proposals from 
respective HCs naming 
candidates.

Considering a backlog 
of over 18 lakh criminal 
cases, the Supreme 
Court on January 30 
allowed the high courts 

to appoint ad-hoc 
judges, not exceed-
ing 10 per cent of the 
court’s total sanctioned 
strength.

Article 224A of the 
Constitution allows the 
appointment of retired 
judges as ad-hoc 
judges in high courts 
to help deal with pen-
dency.

Sources said the 
Union law ministry is 
yet to receive any rec-
ommendation from 
respective high court 

collegiums for appoint-
ing ad-hoc judges.

As per the laid down 
procedure, the respec-
tive high court collegi-
ums send recommenda-
tions or names of can-
didates to be appointed 
as HC judges to the 
Department of Justice 
in the law ministry.

The department then 
adds inputs and details 
on the candidates 
before forwarding the 
same to the Supreme 
Court Collegium.

Govt yet to receive prospective names 
from HCs to appoint Ad-Hoc Judges

IMPHAL, Mar 9 
(Agencies): The situ-
ation in violence-hit 
Kangpokpi district in 
Manipur remained tense 
but calm on Sunday 
morning as the indefi-
nite shutdown called by 
Kuki-Zo groups against 
“crackdown by security 
forces” affected normal 
life in all areas inhabited 
by the community in the 
ethnic strife-torn state.

A protester was killed 
while over 40 others, 
including women and 
policemen, were injured 
in clashes between Kuki 
demonstrators and 
security forces in differ-
ent parts of Kangpokpi 
district on Saturday, offi-
cials said.

Clashes erupted 
between demonstra-
tors and security forces 
in the Kuki-dominated 
district after police 
fired tear gas shells to 
disperse them, as they 
opposed Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah’s 
directive allowing free 
movement across the 
state.

Addit ional secu-
rity forces have been 
deployed in Gamghiphai 
and other parts of the 
district along the NH-2 
(Imphal-Dimapur Road) 
and vehicular patrolling 
was being conducted to 
ensure law and order, a 
district official said.

Protesters clashed 
with security forces till 
late on Saturday night 
as the agitators used 
catapults against the 
law enforcers, he said, 

adding windshields of 
at least five vehicles of 
the security forces were 
damaged.

The Indigenous Tribal 
Leaders’ Forum (ITLF), 
a Kuki-Zo body, has 
extended support to 
the indefinite shutdown 
called by Kuki Zo Coun-
cil (KZC) in all areas 
inhabited by the com-
munity in Manipur to 
protest the crackdown of 
security forces on dem-
onstrators protesting 
free movement along 
all roads in the ethnic 
strife-torn state.

In a statement, ITLF 
said, “Yesterday, the 
Government of India’s 
decision to allow the 
movement of Meiteis 
through Kuki-Zo areas 
led to agitation and pro-
test in Kangpokpi… the 
security forces used 
excessive force on the 
protesters.”

Endorsing the indefi-
nite shutdown called 
in all Kuki-Zo areas, 
ITLF asked everyone to 
“adhere to the shutdown 
in solidarity”.

“We respect every-
one who came out to 

protest yesterday,” the 
ITLF said.

Manipur Police, in 
a statement, said 27 
security personnel were 
injured in the attacks by 
the Kuki protesters who 
pelted them with stones, 
and barricaded roads by 
putting up huge boul-
ders, setting tyres on 
fire and felling trees.

“Amid the protests, 
there were incidents of 
firing from amongst the 
protesters towards the 
security forces, to which 
the security forces retal-
iated,” the statement 
said.

“Due to heavy pelt-
ing of stones, use of 
catapults and random 
firing by armed miscre-
ants from amongst the 
protesters, 27 security 
forces personnel suf-
fered injuries, including 
two critical injuries,” it 
said.

“The security forces 
showed tremendous 
restraint while trying to 
control the unruly and 
violent mob and used 
minimum force to con-
trol and counter the 
anti-social elements. 

During the skirmish, 16 
protesters were report-
edly injured and one 
protester succumbed to 
injuries,” it said.

According to the 
police, it all started 
when a Manipur State 
Transport bus plied 
along the Imphal-Kang-
pokpi-Senapati route, 
a mob started pelting 
the vehicle with stones 
at Gamgiphai in Kang-
pokpi district prompting 
security forces to use 
tear gas and minimum 
force to disperse the 
crowd.

The protest was also 
directed against a peace 
march by the Federation 
of Civil Society (FOCS), 
a Meitei organisation. 
The procession, involv-
ing over 10 vehicles, 
was halted by security 
forces at Sekmai before 
it could reach Kangpokpi 
district. Police claimed 
that the procession was 
stopped as those taking 
it out did not have requi-
site permission.

Shah had on March 1 
directed security forces 
to ensure free move-
ment of people on all 

routes in Manipur from 
March 8 and also called 
for strict action against 
those creating obstruc-
tions.

The order bore signifi-
cance as unhindered 
travel throughout the 
state has remained 
affected since ethnic 
violence broke out 
between the two com-
munities in May 2023. 
The violence left over 
250 people killed and 
thousands homeless 
since then.

The Centre had 
imposed President’s 
rule in Manipur on Feb-
ruary 13, days after 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh resigned from his 
post leading to political 
uncertainty in the north-
eastern state.

The Manipur Assem-
bly, which has a tenure 
till 2027, has been put 
under suspended ani-
mation, according to a 
notification issued by 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs.

Governor Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla had on February 
20 urged the people of 
the state to voluntarily 
surrender looted and 
illegally held weap-
ons within seven days, 
assuring no punitive 
action would be initiated 
against those giving up 
arms during this period. 
He later extended the 
deadline till 4 pm on 
March 6, following 
demands by people 
from both hill and valley 
areas for additional 
time.

KASARAGOD, Mar 9 
(Agencies): A 15-year-
old girl who went miss-
ing in this district nearly 
three weeks ago was 
found dead along with 
a 42-year-old man in a 
village here on Sunday, 
police said.

The girl from Paivalike 
village had gone miss-
ing on February 11, and 
an investigation had 
been underway since 

then to trace her, they 
said.

Her parents had raised 
allegations against 

the man, identified as 
Pradeep, their neigh-
bour, who had also 
gone missing around 
the same time.

The mobile phones of 
both were switched off.

This morning, a 
52-member police 
team, along with local 
residents, conducted an 
extensive search.

Eventually, the two 
were found hanging 

from a tree in an area 
close to the girl’s house.

Her parents had filed 
a missing persons com-
plaint with the police in 
Kumabala on February 
12.

Since both the girl 
and the neighbour had 
been missing, an inves-
tigation was ongoing, 
including the use of 
drones.

SITAPUR, Mar 9 (Agencies): A 
regional reporter for a Hindi daily was 
shot dead by bike-borne assailants on 
the Sitapur-Delhi National Highway 
here on Saturday, police said today.

The attack occurred on the over-
bridge near the Hempur railway cross-
ing, within the Imalia Sultanpur police 
station area.

According to the police, the assail-
ants opened fire on Raghvendra Bajpai 
(35) while he was commuting on his 
motorcycle.

“Three bullets struck him in the shoul-
der and chest. The assailants then fled 
the scene on their motorcycle,” said 

Additional Superintendent of Police 
(ASP) Sitapur, Praveen Ranjan Singh.

With the assistance of local residents, 
police transported Bajpai to a nearby 
hospital, where doctors pronounced 
him dead on arrival.

Bajpai’s family told media outlets that 
he had received threatening phone 
calls in recent days.

“Evidence collection has commenced 
and the district borders have been 
sealed to apprehend the perpetrators. 
Call details and other legal proceedings 
are underway,” ASP Singh said.

The body has been sent for a post-
mortem examination, he added.

MUMBAI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Three per-
sons suffered burn 
injuries after a leaking 
gas pipeline caught fire 
on a road in Mumbai’s 
Andheri area in the wee 
hours of Sunday, an offi-
cial said.

Two vehicles were 
also damaged in the 
incident, he said.

The blaze erupted at 
12.35 am in a heav-

ily leaking supply pipe-
line of the Mahanagar 
Gas Limited, passing 
through the middle of a 
road at Sher-E-Punjab 
society near a gurdwara 
at Takshila in the And-
heri (East) area, the fire 
official said.

It was a “level-one” fire 
which was confined to 
two moving vehicles, he 
said.

A two-wheeler rider, 

Arvindkumar Kaithal 
(21), suffered 30 to 40 
per cent burns, another 
biker, Aman Harishan-
kar Saroj (22), sus-
tained 40 to 50 per cent 
burn injuries, and auto-
rickshaw driver Suresh 
Kailas Gupta (52) suf-
fered 20 per cent burns, 
he said.

The three persons 
were admitted to the 
Balasaheb Thackeray 
Trauma Care Centre 
in Jogeshwari for treat-
ment.

A water tanker, a fire 
engine and other assis-
tance were rushed to 
the spot and the blaze 
was extinguished by 
1.34 am, the official 
said.

The exact cause of the 
fire was yet to be ascer-
tained, he added.

INDORE, Mar 9 
(Agencies): A third-year 
college student alleg-
edly died by suicide 
after jumping from the 
third floor of his college 
in Dwarkapuri, Indore, 
police said on Sunday.

The incident took 
place on Saturday, and 
from his social media 
status, police say they 
suspect that his mental 
state was not sound.

Anand Yadav, Addi-
tional DCP Zone 4, said, 

“This is an incident of 
the Dwarkapuri police 
station area where a boy 
named Mayur Rajput, 
who was a BSc third-
year student, jumped 
from the third floor of 
the college. Right now, 
we are investigating the 
reason. So far, it has 
been found that he had 
posted something on 
his social media status 
in which he had writ-
ten that neither could I 
become a good student 

nor a good son. He has 
done something like this 
in his mental state.”

The police is currently 
investigating the case.

“We are investigating 
the rest. In the investi-
gation, all these things 
will be discussed with 
the family members, 
and once all the talks 
are done, everything will 
be clear. He is a third-
year student, so his age 
will be between 19-20 
years,” he further said.

LUDHIANA, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Rescue 
operation was under-
way Sunday to see if 
anyone was still trapped 
under the debris, a day 
after a factory building 
collapsed here.

A worker was killed 
after a building of a tex-
tile factory collapsed 
in the Focal Point area 
here late Saturday eve-

ning, officials said.
The six workers 

trapped under the 
debris were brought out 
by the NDRF teams, of 
which one was found 
dead and three sus-
tained serious injuries.

An eyewitness had 
earlier said a loud 
sound was heard before 
the building caved in.

Sources said repair 

work was being taken 
up in the factory when 
a pillar gave way.

Two teams of National 
Disaster Response 
Force and other teams 
of police, fire brigade 
and factories depart-
ments, the Munici-
pal Corporation were 
undertaking the rescue 
operation.

MATHURA, Mar 9 
(Agencies): A wanted 
criminal carrying a 
reward of Rs 1 lakh 
was killed in an encoun-
ter with Uttar Pradesh 
Police here on Sunday 
morning, police said.

In an operation led by 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Mathura, 

Shailesh Pandey, the 
accused, identified as 
Fati alias Asad, sus-
tained bullet injuries, 
UP Director General of 
Police (DGP) Prashant 
Kumar said.

He was rushed to a 
hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead, he 

added.
Fati was the leader 

of the Chhaimar gang 
and was wanted in over 
three dozen cases of 
loot, dacoity and murder 
in multiple states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Raj-
asthan and Jammu and 
Kashmir, the DGP said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (Agencies): India on Sunday 
strongly condemned an incident of vandalism at a 
Hindu temple in California’s Chino Hills and demanded 
“stringent action” against those involved.

New Delhi also called for adequate security to the 
places of worship in view of the incident.

“We have seen reports regarding the vandalism at a 
Hindu temple in Chino Hills, California. We condemn 
such despicable acts in the strongest terms,” External 
Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.

“We call upon the local law enforcement authori-
ties to take stringent action against those responsible 
for these acts, and also ensure adequate security to 
places of worship,” he said.

Jaiswal was responding to media queries on the 
incident.

The Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swamina-
rayan Sanstha (BAPS) on Saturday said that Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir in Chino Hills faced desecra-
tion.

“In the face of another Mandir desecration, this 
time in Chino Hills, CA, the Hindu community stands 
steadfast against hate. Together with the community in 
Chino Hills and Southern California, we will never let 
hate take root,” the BAPS Public Affairs posted on X.

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday hailed the 
development of India 
adding the 58th tiger 
reserve to its tally with 

Madhya Pradesh’s 
Madhav Tiger Reserve, 
and said it was “amaz-
ing news for wildlife 
lovers”.

Environment Minister 
Bhupender Yadav had 

on Saturday said he was 
thrilled to announce that 
the country has added 
the 58th tiger reserve 
to its tally with the latest 
entrant being Madhav 
Tiger Reserve.

Tagging Yadav’s post, 
Modi said on X, “Amaz-
ing news for wildlife 
lovers! India is blessed 
with wildlife diversity 
and a culture that cel-
ebrates wildlife.” “We 
will always be at the 
forefront of protecting 
animals and contrib-
uting to a sustainable 
planet,” Modi said.

Manipur: Uneasy calm in Kangpokpi district, 
additional security forces deployed

Kerala teen, who went missing 3 weeks ago, 
found dead with neighbour: Cops

Journalist shot dead in UP, family 
says he had received threatening calls

Three injured as leaking 
gas pipeline catches fire in 
Mumbai’s Andheri

BSc student jumps to death from 
third floor of college in MP’s Indore

Punjab factory collapse: Rescue ops 
continue as teams search for 
trapped workers

Gangster wanted for loot, 
dacoity and murder killed in 
police encounter in Mathura

India condemns 
vandalism at temple 
in California

PM Modi hails India adding 
58th tiger reserve to its tally
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WASHINGTON DC, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Amid the ongo-
ing tariff war between the two 
countries, US President Donald 
Trump, during his conversation 
with Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, raised the 
point that he did not believe in 
the border demarcation treaty 
between them and wants to 
revise the boundary, the New 
York Times reported.

The report, which cited four 
people with firsthand knowl-
edge of their content, on the 
condition of anonymity, also 
noted that Trump, in an early 
February call, challenged the 
border treaty between the two 
countries and told Trudeau he 
didn’t like their shared water 
agreements.

Recently, Justin Trudeau 
made an extraordinary state-
ment that was largely lost in 
the fray of the moment, as per 
NYT.

“The excuse that he’s giving 
for these tariffs today of fentanyl 
is completely bogus, completely 
unjustified, completely false,” 
Trudeau told the news media 
in Ottawa.

“What he wants is to see a 
total collapse of the Canadian 
economy, because that’ll make 
it easier to annex us,” he added.

The conversation between 
Washington and Ottawa on 
February 3 not only included 

discussions on staving off tar-
iffs on Canadian exports but 
Trump also laid out a long list 
of grievances he had with the 
trade relationship between the 
two countries, including Cana-
da’s protected dairy sector, the 
difficulty American banks face 
in doing business in Canada 
and Canadian consumption 
taxes that Trump deems unfair 
because they make American 
goods more expensive.

Notably, the border treaty that 
Trump referred to was estab-
lished in 1908 and finalized the 
international boundary between 
Canada, then a British domin-
ion, and the United States, as 
reported by NYT.

Trump also mentioned revis-
iting the sharing of lakes 
and rivers between the two 

nations, which is regulated by a 
number of treaties, a topic he’s 
expressed interest in in the past.

The report further cited Trump’s 
response to the media on Janu-
ary 7, wherein, he had said that 
he is planning to use “economic 
force” against Canada.

The persistent social media 
references to Canada as the 
“51st state” and Trudeau as its 
“Governor” had begun to grate 
both inside the Canadian gov-
ernment and more broadly, as 
reported by NYT.

Following the talks between 
the two leaders, Secretary of 
Commerce, Howard Lutnick 
in a conversation with Cana-
da’s finance minister, Dominic 
LeBlanc, issued a devastating 
message, according to sever-
al people familiar with the call 

that Trump, he said, had come 
to realize that the relationship 
between the United States and 
Canada was governed by a slew 
of agreements and treaties that 
were ‘easy to abandon

He also wanted to eject 
Canada out of an intelligence-
sharing group known as the 
‘Five Eyes’ that also includes 
Britain, Australia and New Zea-
land, according to NYT.

He wanted to tear up the Great 
Lakes agreements and conven-
tions between the two nations 
that lay out how they share and 
manage Lakes Superior, Huron, 
Erie and Ontario, the report fur-
ther added.

It also noted that he is also 
reviewing military cooperation 
between the two countries, 
particularly the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command.

A sigh of relief, however, has 
been that the Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio, has refrained from 
delivering threats, and recent-
ly dismissed the idea that the 
United States was looking at 
scrapping military cooperation.

However, Canada’s politicians 
across the spectrum, and Cana-
dian society at large, are frayed 
and deeply concerned. Officials 
do not see the Trump admin-
istration’s threats as empty; 
they see a new normal when it 
comes to the United States, the 
report added.

Trump hints at revisiting US-Canada border 
demarcation: Report

KYIV, Mar 9 (Agen-
cies): Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy shared details of 
the upcoming meeting 
between American and 
Ukrainian officials in 
Saudi Arabia for negoti-
ating peace talks as the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict 
continues to rage on.

He also said that a 
meeting took place 
between the diplo-
matic teams of the UK 
and Ukraine to discuss 
steps to achieve peace.

In a post on X, Zel-
enskyy said, “Today, a 
highly productive meet-
ing took place in Kyiv 
between the diplomatic 
teams of Ukraine and 
the UK. We discussed 
our joint steps that 
could bring us closer to 
peace and accelerate 
diplomatic efforts. I’m 
grateful for the support. 
Ukraine is determined 
to do everything to end 
this war with a just and 
lasting peace as soon 
as possible.”

Earlier, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy expressed 

strong appreciation for 
the support Ukraine has 
received during a Euro-
pean leaders summit 
in London on March 2, 
focused on Ukraine’s 
future and its relation-
ship with Europe.

During his recent visit 
to the UK, Zelenskyy 
and UK PM Keir Starm-
er discussed the chal-
lenges facing Ukraine 
and Europe, and efforts 
to achieve a just peace 
with strong security 
guarantees.

Earlier this year, the 
UK and Ukraine signed 
a 100-year partnership 
agreement, which had 
given a call for Ukraine’s 
recovery and commit-
ted towards fostering 
technological innova-
tion along with focus on 
several other areas.

The Ukrainian Presi-
dent further said that 
next week, he will visit 
Saudi Arabia, where he 
will hold a meeting with 
the Crown Prince, fol-
lowed by a meeting with 
the American team.

“Next week, I will begin 
with a visit to Saudi 

Arabia. After my meet-
ing on Monday with the 
Crown Prince, Ukrainian 
diplomatic and military 
representatives will stay 
for a meeting on Tues-
day with the American 
team. The Ukrainian 
team will include Andriy 
Yermak, Andriy Sybiha, 
Rustem Umerov, and 
Pavlo Palisa,” he stated 
in his post.

“On our side, we are 
fully committed to con-
structive dialogue, and 
we hope to discuss and 
agree on the necessary 
decisions and steps. 
Ukraine has been seek-
ing peace from the very 
first second of this war. 
Realistic proposals are 
on the table. The key 
is to move quickly and 
effectively,” Zelenskyy 
added.

Meanwhile, US envoy 
Steve Witkoff confirmed 
he would meet Ukrainian 
officials in Saudi Arabia, 
and would discuss an 
“initial ceasefire” and a 
“framework” for a longer 
agreement, as reported 
by Al Jazeera.

Notably, Saudi Ara-
bia’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said that the 
talks would take place 
in Jeddah.

Al Jazeera reported 
that this will be the first 
high-level gathering of 
US and Ukrainian offi-
cials since the February 
28 meeting between 
Zelenskyy and Trump.

Ukraine determined to do everything 
to end war with “just and lasting 
peace”: Zelenskyy

K AR ACHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): At least 
six people, including 
women and children, 
lost their lives after the 
roof of their house col-
lapsed in an Afghan 
camp on the outskirts 
of Karachi on Sunday, 
ARY News reported.

The incident occurred 
in the wee hours of 
Sunday at the Janjal 
Goth Afghan Camp in 
the Gulshan-e-Maymar 
area, as per ARY News.

According to police, 
four people were 
injured in the collapse. 
The affected family 
belonged to Bannu, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Authorities are currently 
investigating the cause 

of the incident.
Meanwhile on Satur-

day, Pakistan’s Ministry 
of Interior has asked 
Afghan Citizen Card 
(ACC) holders, staying 
in Pakistan, to leave the 
country by March 31. 
The Afghan nationals 
will be deported from 

April 1, the ministry said 
in a statement.

It was said in earlier 
reports that Pakistan 
was planning to evict all 
Afghans from the coun-
try but for the first time 
the Interior Ministry has 
officially confirmed the 
development. “Illegal 

Foreigners Repatriation 
Program (IFRP) is being 
implemented since 
November 1, 2023. In 
continuation of the gov-
ernment’s decision to 
repatriate all illegal for-
eigners, national lead-
ership has now decided 
to also repatriate ACC 
holders,” the interior 
ministry said in an offi-
cial handout, as per ARY 
News.

“All illegal foreign-
ers and ACC holders 
are advised to leave 
the country voluntarily 
before March 31, 2025; 
thereafter, deportation 
will commence from 
April 1, 2025,” the state-
ment added.

The interior minis-

try said that sufficient 
time had already been 
granted for their digni-
fied return. “It is empha-
sised that no one will 
be maltreated during 
the repatriation process 
and arrangements for 
food and healthcare 
for returning foreign-
ers have also been put 
in place,” ARY News 
quoted the Interior Min-
istry.

Over 8,00,000 Afghans 
living in Pakistan illegally 
were repatriated to their 
country since Pakistan 
launched the campaign 
in November 2023. It is 
estimated that around 
3 million Afghans still 
reside in Pakistan, ARY 
News reported.

PALESTINIAN TER-
RITORIES, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Hamas 
reiterated on Sunday its 
insistence on moving 
directly into negotiating 
a second phase of the 
Gaza truce, as Israel 
announced it would dis-
patch a delegation to 
Doha for further talks.

Representatives of 
the Palestinian militant 
group met with media-
tors in Cairo at the 
weekend, emphasising 
the need for humanitar-
ian aid to re-enter the 
besieged territory “with-
out restrictions or con-
ditions”, according to a 
Hamas press release.

The high-level delega-
tion also stressed the 
need for “moving direct-
ly to begin negotiations 
for the second phase” of 
the deal, which will aim 
to lay the groundwork 
for a permanent cease-
fire.

Hamas’s demands 
for the second phase 
include a full Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza, 
an end to the blockade, 
the reconstruction of the 
territory and financial 
support, an official told 
agency.

Hamas spokesperson 

Abdel Latif Al-Qanoua 
said indicators were so 
far “positive”.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office meanwhile said it 
would send delegates to 
Doha on Monday.

Israel has maintained 
it wants an extension of 
the truce’s first phase 
until mid-April.

That initial period 
ended on March 1 after 
six weeks of relative 
calm that included the 
exchange of 25 living 
hostages and eight 
bodies for the release of 
about 1,800 Palestinian 
prisoners held in Israel.

The truce largely 
halted more than 15 
months of fighting in 
Gaza, where virtually 
the entire population 
was displaced by Isra-
el’s relentless military 
campaign in response 
to Hamas’s October 7, 
2023 attack.

It also enabled the flow 
of vital food, shelter and 
medical assistance into 
Gaza.

After Israel turned the 
pipeline off again, UN 
rights experts accused 
the government of “wea-
ponising starvation”.

Displaced Palestinian 

widow Haneen al-Dura 
told AFP she and her 
children spent a month 
and a half living on the 
street “among dogs and 
rats” before receiving a 
tent.

“As the family’s pro-
vider, it was distressing 
and I couldn’t sleep at 
all during the night,” she 
said.

‘Last warning’
Last week, US Presi-

dent Donald Trump 
threatened further 
destruction of Gaza if 
all remaining hostages 
are not released, issu-
ing what he called a “last 
warning” to Hamas lead-
ers.

He also warned of 
repercussions for all 
Gazans, telling them: “A 
beautiful Future awaits, 
but not if you hold Hos-
tages. If you do, you are 
DEAD!”

Hamas said Trump’s 
threats would only 
encourage Israel to 
ignore the terms of their 
truce.

The Trump administra-
tion has also confirmed 
the start of unprece-
dented direct talks with 
Hamas, which Wash-
ington had previously 
refused contact with 

since designating it a 
terrorist organisation in 
1997.

Of the 251 hostages 
taken by the Palestin-
ian militants, 58 remain 
in Gaza, including five 
Americans. Four Ameri-
can captives have been 
confirmed dead, while 
one, Edan Alexander, is 
believed to be alive.

The White House said 
Trump met with eight of 
the freed captives, who 
“expressed gratitude” for 
his efforts to bring them 
home.

The US president pre-
viously floated a widely 
condemned plan to 
relocate Palestinians 
from Gaza, prompting 
Arab leaders to offer an 
alternative. Their pro-
posal would see Gaza’s 
reconstruction financed 
through a trust fund, with 
the Palestinian Authority 
returning to govern the 
territory.

“We need more dis-
cussion about it, but it’s 
a good-faith first step,” 
Steve Witkoff, Trump’s 
Middle East envoy, told 
reporters in Washington 
in response to the plan.

Witkoff will be returning 
to the region this week 

as he travels to Saudi 
Arabia for talks on the 
war in Ukraine.

At their regular week-
end rally in Tel Aviv, fam-
ilies of Israeli hostages 
demanded the govern-
ment fully implement the 
ceasefire.

“The war could resume 
in a week -- they have 
even picked a name for 
the operation,” Einav 
Zangauker, the mother 
of Matan Zangauker, 
told the candle and 
poster-wielding crowd.

“The war won’t bring 
the hostages back 
home, it will kill them.”

Recently released 
hostages have also 
joined those beseeching 
Netanyahu to implement 
the ceasefire.

Hamas’s attack result-
ed in the deaths of 1,218 
people on the Israeli 
side, most of them civil-
ians, according to official 
figures.

Israel’s retaliatory 
campaign has killed at 
least 48,446 people in 
Gaza, the majority of 
them civilians, according 
to the Hamas-run terri-
tory’s health ministry. 
The UN considers these 
figures reliable.

COX’S BAZAR, Mar 
9 (Agencies): Rohingya 
refugees in crammed 
Bangladeshi camps say 
they are worried about a 
US decision to cut food 
rations by half begin-
ning next month, while 
a refugee official says 
the reduction will impact 
the nutrition of more 
than 1 million refugees 
and create “social and 
mental pressure.”

  President Donald 
Trump abruptly stopped 
most foreign aid and dis-
mantled the US Agency 
for International Devel-
opment, which has 
significantly hampered 
the global humanitarian 
sector. Trump’s Jan 20 
executive order froze 
the funding for a 90-day 
review.

The World Food Pro-
gramme, the main U.N. 
food agency, recently 
announced that cuts 
to food rations will take 
effect from April 1 in 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangla-
desh, where dozens of 
camps are inhabited by 
Rohingya refugees.

More than 700,000 
Muslim Rohingya fled 
to Bangladesh from 
Myanmar starting in 
late August 2017 when 
Myanmar’s military 
launched a “clearance 
operation.” The ethnic 
group faces discrimina-
tion and are denied citi-
zenship and other rights 
in the Buddhist-majority 
nation. Following a mili-
ary takeover in 2021, 
the country has been 
engulfed in an armed 
conflict widely seen as 
civil war.

It was not immediately 
clear if the WFP’s deci-
sion was directly related 
to the Trump administra-
tion’s action.

“We received a letter 
that (says) previously it 
was $12.50, and now 
it is $6. They used to 
get $12.50 per month, 
and from now $6, this 
will greatly affect them,” 
Shamsud Douza, addi-
tional refugee relief and 
repatriation commis-
sioner of Bangladesh, 

told agency.
“As the food is cut, 

they will get less nutri-
tious food, which may 
lead to a lack of nutri-
tion. There will be social 
and mental pressure 
created amongst the 
Rohingya people in 
their community. They 
will have to look for an 
alternative for the food,” 
he said.

Douza said there are 
more sectors where 
budgets have been cut 
beyond the food rations, 
but he would not say 
whether WFP cuts were 
related to the U.S. fund-
ing rollback.

“Generally, there will 
be less (support) for the 
(Rohingya) response 
after the funding cuts. 
The response already 
has been slowed, and 
some people, includ-
ing Rohingya, have lost 
their jobs, and some 
services are reduced. 
It does not bring a 
good result when the 
available services get 
reduced,” he said.

The interim Bangla-
desh government said 
the end of USAID pay-
ments would stop other 
projects in Bangladesh, 
but funding for Rohing-
ya refugees will contin-
ue to flow.

The US has been the 
top donor to Bangladesh 
for Rohingya refugees, 
providing the UN with 
emergency food and 
nutrition assistance. 
The US usually pro-
vides almost half of the 
aid money spent on the 
humanitarian response 
to Rohingya refugees 
in Bangladesh, which 
provided about $300 
million in 2024.

As the news of the 

impending food reduc-
tions spread through the 
camps in Cox’s Bazar, 
fear and frustration 
gripped the refugees.

“I am afraid now about 
how I am going to run 
my family, as we don’t 
have any income-gen-
erating opportunities 
here. I got scared when 
I heard it,” 40-year-old 
Manzur Ahmed said. 
“How will I buy rice, 
chilies, salt, sugar and 
dal, let alone fish, meat 
and vegetables, with 
700 taka ($6)? We won’t 
even be able to buy 
(cooking) oil. How are 
we going to get them?”

Medical treatment also 
is decreasing, refugees 
said.

“When we go to the 
hospital, they don’t pro-
vide medicines unless 
it’s an emergency. They 
only provide medicines 
to the very emergency 
patients. Earlier, they 
would treat anyone who 
felt unwell, but now they 
only provide treatment 
to those who are in an 
emergency,” 32-year-
old Dildar Begum said.

Hundreds of thou-
sands have lived in Ban-
gladesh for decades and 
about 70,000 crossed 
the border from Myan-
mar in 2024. During 
fighting with the mili-
tary junta, the opposi-
tion force known as the 
Arakan Army effectively 
took over the Rakhine 
state where Rohingya 
were displaced and took 
shelter in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh says 
Rohingya refugees 
must return to Myan-
mar, which has been 
accused in an interna-
tional court of genocide 
against Rohingya.

6 die as Afghan camp roof collapses in Pakistan

Hamas pushes for phase two of Gaza truce talksRohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
brace for upcoming food reductions 
as aid agencies cut funding

The report, which cited four people with firsthand knowledge of their content, on the condition 
of anonymity, also noted that Trump, in an early February call, challenged the border treaty 

between the two countries and told Trudeau he didn’t like their shared water agreements.
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In J&K, Rs 100 
crore to be spent 

to boost inland 
connectivity over 

rivers Chenab, 
Jhelum, Ravi

while encouraging collaboration 
with the State governments.

Kathua Killings 
| Union Minister 
points to terror 

angle, Home 
Secretary reviews 

situation
“I want to tell those who attacked 

me not to vitiate the atmosphere. 
Since the day they (trio) went miss-
ing, I had been raising my voice for 
them and was also in touch with 
police,” he told PTI.

The MLA said he was attacked 
because he had also raised the 
issue of Makhan Din, a 25-year-
old Gujjar youth from Billawar, who 

ended his life by consuming insec-
ticide last month, alleging police 
torture over his suspected links 
with terrorists.

“Is speaking for a Muslim a sin? 
Should we not raise the voice for 
Muslims? Anyone raising his voice 
for Muslims becomes a terrorist,” 
he said.

He said he will not be cowed 
down and will “continue to raise my 
voice for the victims, irrespective 
of their religion.” A shutdown was 
observed in Billawar and adjoining 
areas on Sunday to protest the kill-
ing of the three civilians.

“This is a clear case of target 
killings by terrorists, engulfing the 
peaceful area in fear and anger…
we want the government to inten-
sify the anti-terrorist operations in 
the forests to neutralise the terror-
ists hiding in the forests for the last 
one year,” local BJP leader Gopal 
Krishan, who led a group of pro-
testers at Phinter chowk, said.

He said the people will not allow 
the terrorists to succeed in their 
designs and harm the communal 
harmony by carrying out selective 
killings.

Senior BJP leader and Billawar 
MLA Satish Sharma, who visited 
the deceased family, said it is pre-
mature to say who killed the three 

civilians.
“It is a matter of investigation as 

nobody has seen how they were 
killed. Police are looking in all 
aspects, including the terror angle, 
in the case,” he said, adding a 
clear picture will emerge once the 
postmortem report comes.

The Congress demanded a 
high-level investigation to clear 
the apprehensions of locals and 
overcome the current situation of 
“great fear” and sense of insecurity 
in the entire belt.

Babu Rampaul 
hails Omar Govt’s 

budget as 
‘People-Friendly’

government for delivering on their 
promises and formulating a budget 
that prioritizes the welfare of the 
people. He expressed confidence 
that the initiatives proposed in the 
budget would bring significant 
improvements in governance and 
development across J&K. 

The budget presentation has 
generated a positive response 
from various quarters, with 
many experts and political lead-
ers acknowledging its potential 

to transform key sectors of the 
region. The coming days will reveal 
how the proposed measures are 
implemented and their impact on 
the ground.

Frequent Digital 
banking

 disruptions irk J&K 
Bank customers in 

Kashmir
ongoing technical issues but clar-

ified that they are part of a major 
system upgrade. “The disruptions 
occur only during night hours, from 
1 AM to 3 AM, and customers were 
informed in advance,” the official 
stated. The upgrade is expected 
to last a week, aiming to enhance 
digital banking services before Eid.

However, many customers have 
refuted the bank’s claim, stating 
that they are experiencing service 
outages even during the day. “It’s 
not just a night-time issue. The 
M-Pay Delight app hardly works, 
and online banking transactions 
fail frequently,” said a customer 
from Srinagar.

The bank official also pointed to 
poor mobile and internet connec-

tivity in certain areas as a possible 
reason for difficulties in accessing 
services. “From our end, there is 
no disruption during the daytime. 
However, customers in areas with 
weak internet coverage may face 
issues,” he added.

As Eid approaches, customers 
are urging the bank to resolve 
these issues swiftly, ensuring a 
smooth banking experience for 
everyone.

Khelo India Winter 
Games 2025 

commence amid 
multi-layered 

security in 
Gulmarg

place. He expressed optimism 
that the event will be conducted 
successfully like the previous edi-
tions.

To ensure a smooth flow of traf-
fic and hassle-free movement of 
participants and visitors, Baram-
ulla Police, Traffic Department as 
well as local administration have 
already devised a traffic manage-
ment plan.

It is noteworthy that, the mega 

sporting event, initially scheduled 
from February 22 to 25, had to be 
put on hold as key ski slopes at 
Affarwat and Bowl lacked sufficient 
snow, making it impossible to con-
duct skiing and other competitive 
games.

Around 800 participants, includ-
ing 650 technical staff, delegates, 
and local athletes, are competing 
across four disciplines, including 
alpine skiing, Nordic skiing, ski 
mountaineering, and snowboard-
ing.

It may be recalled that the first leg 
of the games was successfully held 
in Ladakh from January 23 to 27, 
where ice hockey and ice skating 
events took place at NDS Sports 
Complex a nd Guphuk Pond.

MeT predicts week 
long wet spell from 

Monday over J&K
the intervening night of Saturday 

and Sunday. This was 1.1°C below 
the average for the place during 
this period of the season.

The tourist resort of Pahalgam 
in south Kashmir was the cold-
est place with a low of -2.7°C, ski 
resort of Gulmarg in north Kashmir 
at -2.4°C, and Kupwara -0.4°C, the 
MeT office said.
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(Agencies): CPI(M) 
leader and Member 
Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) Muhammad 
Yousuf Tarigami, has 
urged the government 
to address the growing 
issues in the transport 
sector in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He said that there is a 
need for fair regulations, 
financial relief, and strict 
enforcement of rules to 
protect the livelihoods of 
taxi operators.

Addressing a conven-
tion of All Road transport 
workers union of Jammu 
Kashmir at Srinagar on 
Sunday, Tarigami ,who 
is also the President of 
Centre of Indian Trade 
unions (CITU) J&K said 
a deputation had called 
him and put forth one of 
their biggest concerns, 
the operation of private 
vehicles as tourist taxis 
without commercial 
licenses.

He said this practice 
creates unfair competi-
tion for legitimate oper-
ators who pay heavy 
taxes and tolls.

Tarigami called for 
strict enforcement of 
licensing rules to pre-
vent unauthorized oper-
ations.

He also demanded 
a review of excessive 
Airport parking and 
entry fees, which add to 
the financial burden of 
transporters.

“The lack of facilities 
for drivers at hotels and 
lodges, forcing them to 
sleep in vehicles after 
long shifts, is another 
serious issue. The gov-
ernment should ensure 
basic amenities for driv-
ers at accommodations. 
Besides, authorities 
should regulate permit 
issuance to prevent 
market oversaturation 
and establish a fixed 
fare structure for tourist 
destinations to protect 
both tourists and opera-
tors from unnecessary 

fare disputes,” he said.
He also raised nation-

al-level transport con-
cerns, demanding the 
rationalization of diesel 
prices, insurance premi-
ums, and toll charges.

He criticized the man-
datory vehicle scrap-
ping policy and called 
for financial support 
to small transporters 
through government-
backed loans.

“Authorities should 
also develop a govern-
ment-controlled mobile 
application, similar to 
private companies, 
to protect drivers and 
commuters from exploi-
tation. This app should 
address fare disputes 
and provide a griev-
ance lodging system,” 
he said.

He added that there 
is a need to strengthen 
State Transport Under-
takings (STUs) by 
restoring funding and 
ensuring government 
support for electric bus 
procurement.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 9: 

Jammu & Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha today condemned 
killings of three youth in 
Kathua and expressed 

deepest condolences 
to the victim families.

He said orders have 
been passed for thor-
ough and transparent 
investigation into the 
incident, and assured 

the perpetrators will be 
brought to book at the 
earliest.

Taking to micro-blog-
ging site X (formerly 
Twitter), Office of LG 
J&K said: “I am shocked 
and saddened beyond 
words at the brutal kill-
ing of Varun Singh, 
Yogesh Singh and Dar-
shan Singh of Kathua. In 
this hour of grief, I offer 
my deepest condolenc-
es to their families and 
friends”.

 “I have ordered a 
thorough and transpar-
ent investigation, and all 
the necessary support 
to the families will be 
provided. I assure the 
people that the perpe-
trators will be brought 
to book at the earliest. 
Justice will be ensured 
and accountability will 
be fixed,” Office of LG 
J&K added on X.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 9 

(Agencies): Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
president Mehbooba 
Mufti and J&K Peoples’ 
Conference (JKPC) pres-
ident Sajad Gani Lone 
today condemned killings 
of three youth in Jammu 
& Kashmir’s Kathua. The 
leaders urged authorities 
to bring real culprits to 
justice.

PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti in a post 
on X said: “The situa-
tion in Kathua is deeply 
alarming. In a short span 
of time nearly a dozen 
people from both the 
Muslim & Hindu commu-
nities have lost their lives. 
Five of them were alleg-
edly chased by police and 
cow vigilantes which led 
to fatal accidents. Subse-
quently the bodies of two 
members of Hindu com-
munity were discovered 
followed by three more 
yesterday including the 
heartbreaking case of a 
fourteen year old”.

 “Tragically, while 
the police seem more 
focused on extracting 

false confessions from 
victims like Makhan Din 
the real perpetrators are 
still at large. Approxi-
mately 30 individuals 
have been charged till 
date, under the PSA or 
UAPA often with scant or 
no evidence,” she said 
on X.

She added, “There 
are indications that cer-
tain disruptive elements 
possibly operating both 
within & across the 
border maybe stoking 
communal tensions in 
this sensitive border dis-
trict. The authorities must 
act swiftly yet judiciously 
to identity and bring the 
true culprits to justice 
ensuring that peace and 
communal harmony is 
maintained”.

J&K Peoples’ Confer-
ence (JKPC) president 
Sajad Gani Lone also 
condemned the incident.

 “Condemn the killing 
of three persons in a 
Bhilawar. It is tragic that 
these senseless killings 
continue to persist. Hope 
the police hunts down the 
perpetrators. May they 
rest in peace,” Lone said 
on X.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: The 

Jammu & Kashmir 
National Conference 
(JKNC) organised a 
grand convention on 
the occasion of Inter-
national Women’s Day, 
underscoring its endur-
ing commitment to 
women’s empowerment 
and active participation 
in societal development.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 
President of JKNC and 
former Chief Minister, 
was the chief Guest. He 
emphasized the neces-
sity for women to assert 
their rights and engage 
actively in societal roles. 
He called upon the 
administration to facili-
tate greater inclusion of 
women across various 
sectors and highlight-
ed the importance of 
respecting women both 
within the family unit and 
the broader community.

Reflecting on his 
tenure as Chief Minis-
ter, Dr. Farooq recalled 
implementing a 50% 
reservation for women in 
medical colleges, illus-
trating his dedication to 
promoting gender equal-
ity in professional fields. 
He stressed that while 
policy initiatives are 

essential, a fundamen-
tal shift in societal mind-
set is crucial for genuine 
women’s empowerment. 
Encouraging women to 
step forward boldly, he 
assured them that with 
determination, they 
could overcome any 
injustice.

Remembering Madr-
e-Meharban, Begum 
Akbar Jehan Abdullah, 
Dr. Abdullah acknowl-
edged her pivotal role in 
the socio-political move-
ment of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He recounted 
how, during challenging 
times when his father, 
Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah, was impris

oned, Madr-e-Mehar-
ban courageously man-
aged party affairs and 
championed the cause 
of women’s rights and 
education, laying a 
strong foundation for 
future generations.

Bimla Luthra, senior 
NC leader and former 
MLA, threw light on the 
hardships faced by the 
women of J&K due to 
the ineffective policies of 
previous governments, 
emphasizing the need 
for more robust support 
systems.

Sakina Ittoo, Minister 
for Health, Education 
and Social Welfare, 
highlighted initiatives 

taken by the Omar 
Abdullah-led govern-
ment for women’s wel-
fare, including free 
travel in government 
buses and enhance-
ments in pending wel-
fare schemes.

Nasir Aslam Wani, 
Senior JKNC Leader, 
pointed out the stagna-
tion in development over 
the past decade and 
reiterated the current 
government’s commit-
ment to addressing the 
pressing issues of the 
people.

Ajay Sadhotra, Addi-
tional General Secre-
tary, emphasized the 
party’s dedication to 
progressive policies.

Rattan Lal Gupta, 
Provincial President, 
addressed the rising 
unemployment issue in 
J&K due to anti youth 
policies adopted by the 
previous government, 
highlighting the “Mis-
sion Yuva,” an initiative 
aimed at fostering entre-
preneurship among the 
youth. He encouraged 
young individuals to 
take full advantage of 
the schemes introduced 
by the Omar Abdullah 
government.

Mubarak Gul, former 
Speaker and Chief Whip 

of the National Confer-
ence in the Assembly, 
addressed the gathering 
with a fervent appeal to 
remain vigilant against 
anti-national elements. 
He emphasized the 
importance of maintain-
ing communal harmony 
and brotherhood, urging 
society to stand united 
in the face of divisive 
forces.

Ajaz Jan, MLA Poonch, 
called upon the youth 
to come forward and 
strengthen the hands of 
the Omar Abdullah-led 
government, emphasiz-
ing their crucial role in 
the region’s develop-
ment.

The convention con-
cluded with a renewed 
pledge from the JKNC 
to continue its legacy of 
supporting and empow-
ering women, ensuring 
they occupy their rightful 
place in society.

Among those who 
were present included 
Aftab Kaloo Hon’ble 
MLA Pahalgam, Sham-
shad Begum and Pooja 
Thakur, DDC Chair-
persons, Vijay Lochan, 
Ayub Malik, Rakesh, 
Rajni Devi, Shammi 
Begum and Dilshad 
Malik.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: J&K 

Youth Congress Gen-
eral Secretary Anirudh 
Sawhney on Sunday 
in a statement strongly 
condemned the recent 
killing of three youth, 
including a child, in the 
Bani area of Kathua 
district by terror-
ists. Expressing deep 
sorrow over the tragic 
incident, Sawhney 
said that J&K Youth 
Congress demands a 
thorough investigation 
to ensure that the cul-
prits are identified and 
brought to justice. He 
emphasized that such 
terror acts must not go 
unpunished and urged 
the authorities to take 
decisive action to pre-
vent such tragedies in 
the future. He said that 
this is an extremely sad 
incident as well as one 
of great concern. The 
killing of innocent youth, 
including a child, high-
lights the deteriorating 
security situation and 
the growing number of 
such incidents in our 
region, he added. He 
also expressed his con-
dolences to the family of 
the victims while speak-
ing on the matter. 

Sawhney criticized 
the central government 
for failing to ensure 
the safety of civilians 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir. He pointed out the 
alarming rise in terror 

attacks 
across the Union Terri-

tory, stating that the gov-
ernment’s inaction has 
allowed these incidents 
to become increasingly 
commonplace. We are 
seeing more and more 
civilian deaths, and this 
is not acceptable. The 
central government has 
failed in its fundamental 
duty to provide security 
to the common man, he 
remarked. He further 
accused the BJP-led 
government of neglect-
ing the security situa-
tion, leading to a rise 
in fear and uncertainty 
among the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir.  

Speaking on the 
issue, he added that 
the Youth Congress 
calls for an immediate 
reassessment of the 
security measures in 
place, stating that mere 
condemnations are not 
enough. We demand a 
concrete plan of action 
to curb terrorism and 
prevent further loss of 
innocent lives. “There 
must be a well-thought-
out strategy to tackle 
these security threats. 

The government cannot 
afford to remain passive 
while innocent people 
are being killed. Strong 
and effective measures 
need to be implemented 
on the ground to safe-
guard our people,” he 
asserted. Sawhney also 
said that JKPYC calls 
upon law enforcement 
agencies to enhance 
intelligence operations 
and take proactive steps 
to counter terrorist activ-
ities in vulnerable areas.  

The Youth Congress 
State General Secre-
tary further stated that 
amid growing concerns 
over the security situ-
ation in Jammu and 
Kashmir, where targeted 
killings have continued 
to claim innocent lives, 
people need reassur-
ance in the form of 
action not words. The 
latest attack in Kathua 
has sent shockwaves 
across the region, with 
people demanding 
urgent action. He reiter-
ated that the safety of 
civilians should be the 
top priority of the gov-
ernment and warned 
against political com-
placency in addressing 
security challenges. 
“People deserve to live 
without fear. The gov-
ernment must act deci-
sively before more lives 
are lost to terror,” he 
concluded.

LG condemns Kathua killings; orders 
thorough, transparent investigation

J&K Youth Congress Condemns Killing 
of Three Youth in Kathua, Criticizes 
Centre for Security Lapses

NC committed to women empowerment, 
Says Farooq Abdullah

Mehbooba Mufti, Sajad Lone 
condemn Kathua killings, urge authorities 
to bring culprits to justice

Tarigami urges Government to address 
growing issues in transport sector in J&K
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NEW DELHI, Mar 
9 (Agencies): Sleep 
spindles or brain activ-
ity occurring during the 
non-dreaming stage of 
sleep could help predict 
recovery of conscious-
ness and independent 
functioning in those who 
suffered a brain injury, 
a new study has sug-
gested.

Researchers from 
Columbia University 
and the NewYork-Pres-
byterian healthcare 
system, US, said the 
studies have shown that 
unresponsive patients 
with a recent brain injury 
can possess a degree of 
consciousness hidden 
from families and doc-
tors.

For the study, pub-
lished in the journal 
Nature Medicine, the 
researchers looked 
through electroen-
cephalograms or EEG 
recordings of brain 

activity in 226 coma-
tose patients taken over 
a night.

“The electrical activity 
during sleep looks rela-
tively chaotic and then 
occasionally in some 
patients, these (bursts 
of) very organised, fast 
frequencies appear,” 
said lead researcher Jan 
Claassen, an associate 
professor of neurology 
at Columbia University.

These bursts of brain 
activity, called sleep 
spindles, often preceded 
the detection of cogni-
tive motor dissocia-
tion—in which a patient 
appears unresponsive 
but shows evidence of 
brain activity—the return 
of consciousness and 
long-term recovery, the 
researchers said.

The patients with 
sleep spindles and cog-
nitive motor dissocia-
tion were more likely to 
recover consciousness 

and functional indepen-
dence, the team said.

“Spindles happen nor-
mally during sleep and 
(the patients are) show-
ing some level of organ-
isation in the brain, sug-
gesting circuits between 
the thalamus and cortex 
-- (brain regions) needed 
for consciousness are 
intact,” Claassen said.

In the study, sleep 
spindles were seen in 
“approximately every 
third behaviorally unre-

sponsive patient after 
acute brain injury, fre-
quently precede detec-
tion of CMD and are a 
promising complemen-
tary predictor for recov-
ery of consciousness 
and functional indepen-
dence”.

The researchers said 
that 76 per cent of the 
patients with sleep spin-
dles and cognitive motor 
dissociation showed 
evidence of conscious-
ness by the time they 

were discharged from 
the hospital.

A year later, 41 per 
cent of these patients 
had recovered neuro-
logical function, with 
either minor deficits or a 
moderate disability, and 
were able to care for 
themselves during the 
day, the team said.

They acknowledged 
the findings do not prove 
that inducing sleep spin-
dles would translate to 
better outcomes, but 
raise the possibility that 
improving a patient’s 
sleep may promote 
recovery.

Further, 19 of 139 
patients in the study who 
did not show sleep spin-
dles or signs of cognitive 
motor dissociation did 
recover consciousness, 
suggesting that other 
information will likely be 
needed to make more 
accurate predictions, the 
team said.

WASHINGTON DC, 
Mar 9 (Agencies): Indi-
viduals with generalized 
anxiety disorder (GAD), 
a condition character-
ized by daily excessive 
worry lasting at least 
six months, have a high 
relapse rate even after 
receiving treatment.

Artificial intelligence 
(AI) models may help 
clinicians identify fac-
tors to predict long-term 
recovery and better 
personalize patient 
treatment, according to 
researchers.

The researchers used 
a form of AI called 
machine learning to 
analyze more than 80 
baseline factors -- rang-
ing from psychological 
and sociodemographic 
to health and lifestyle 
variables -- for 126 
anonymized individuals 
diagnosed with GAD. 
The data came from the 

U.S.
National Institutes of 

Health’s longitudinal 
study called Midlife in 
the United States, which 
samples health data 
from continental U.S. 
residents aged 25 to 
74 who were first inter-
viewed in 1995-96.

The machine learn-
ing models identified 11 
variables that appear 
most important for pre-

dicting recovery and 
nonrecovery, with up 
to 72% accuracy, at 
the end of a nine-year 
period. The researchers 
published their findings 
in the March issue of the 
Journal of Anxiety Dis-
orders.

“Prior research has 
shown a very high 
relapse rate in GAD, 
and there’s also limited 
accuracy in clinician 

judgment in predicting 
long-term outcomes,” 
said Candice Baster-
field, lead study author 
and doctoral candidate 
at Penn State.

“This research sug-
gests that machine 
learning models show 
good accuracy, sensi-
tivity and specificity in 
predicting who will and 
won’t recover from GAD. 
These predictors of 
recovery could be really 
important for helping to 
create evidence-based, 
personalized treatments 
for long-term recovery.”

The researchers found 
that higher education 
level, older age, more 
friend support, higher 
waist-to-hip-ratio and 
higher positive affect, or 
feeling more cheerful, 
were most important to 
recovery, in that order.

Meanwhile, depressed 
affect, daily discrimina-

tion, greater number of 
sessions with a mental 
health professional in 
the past 12 months and 
greater number of visits 
to medical doctors in the 
past 12 months proved 
most important to pre-
dicting nonrecovery.

The researchers vali-
dated the model find-
ings by comparing the 
machine learning pre-
dictions to the MIDUS 
data, finding that the 
predicted recovery vari-
ables tracked with the 
95 participants who 
showed no GAD symp-
toms at the end of the 
nine-year period.

The findings sug-
gest that clinicians can 
use AI to identify these 
variables and personal-
ize treatment for GAD 
patients -- especially 
those with compounding 
diagnoses, according to 
the researchers.

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Glaucoma 
is the leading cause of 
irreversible blindness, 
often called “the sneak 
thief of sight” because 
it progresses without 
symptoms, and once 
vision is lost, it is per-
manent. 

As much as 40% of 
vision can be lost with-
out a person noticing. 
Globally, over 80 million 
people have glaucoma, 
and half of them are 
unaware of it.

The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
estimates that 4.5 mil-
lion people are blind 
due to glaucoma. In 
India, approximately 
12 million people suffer 
from glaucoma, and 1.5 
million are blind due to 
it, making it the third 
most common cause of 
blindness.

Glaucoma is a group of 
eye diseases that grad-
ually steal sight without 
warning. Although the 
most common forms 

primarily affect mid-
dle-aged and elderly 
individuals, glaucoma 
can occur at any age. 
Vision loss is caused 
by damage to the optic 
nerve, which functions 
like an electric cable 
with over a million wires, 
responsible for trans-
mitting images from 
the eye to the brain. 
Raised intraocular pres-
sure (IOP) is the most 
common factor respon-
sible for this damage. 

There are two main 
types of glaucoma: 
primary open-angle 
glaucoma (POAG) and 
angle-closure glau-
coma, both marked by 
increased IOP. In cases 
where optic nerve 
damage occurs despite 
normal IOP, it is referred 
to as normal tension 
glaucoma. 

Secondary glaucoma 
happens when another 
disease causes or con-
tributes to increased 
eye pressure, resulting 
in optic nerve damage 

and vision loss.
Some signs of glauco-

ma include unexplained 
headaches or eyeach-
es, frequent changes in 
glasses prescriptions, 
halos around lights, eye 
pain or redness, and 
loss of peripheral vision.

The best way to pro-
tect your sight from 
glaucoma is through 
regular eye exams. 
Early detection is cru-
cial, as treatment can 
begin immediately to 
slow or prevent further 
vision loss. Medications 
such as anti-glaucoma 
drugs or surgery can 
help manage the condi-
tion.

World Glaucoma Week 
is celebrated annu-
ally from March 9-15 to 
raise awareness about 
this silent disease. This 
year, the theme “Unit-
ing for a Glaucoma-free 
World” aims to educate 
people about glaucoma 
and the importance 
of early detection and 
treatment.

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 (Agencies): More 
than 2.5 crore people in the world could 
be living with Parkinson’s disease by 
2050, largely driven by an ageing popu-
lation, according to a study.

Researchers, including those from 
the Capital Medical University, China, 
said the projected numbers are a 112 
per cent increase from cases in 2021.

Further, cases of the neurological dis-
order from South Asia are predicted 
to be the second highest at 68 lakh, 
following East Asia (over 1 crore), the 
findings, published in The British Medi-
cal Journal, suggested.

The researchers said the estimates 
could “serve as an aid in promoting 
health research, informing policy deci-
sions and allocating resources”.

Parkinson’s disease is a neurode-
generative disorder in which one’s 
movements and balance are steadily 
affected. The condition can also cause 
problems with speech, memory and 
behaviour. Symptoms include tremors 
in parts of the body and muscle stiff-
ness.

The researchers analysed data from 
the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2021 to estimate prevalence of Parkin-
son’s disease during 2022-2050 across 

195 countries and territories and factors 
driving cases of the disease.

The authors wrote, “25.2 million 
people (are) projected to be living 
with Parkinson’s disease worldwide 
in 2050, representing a 112 per cent 
increase from 2021.” Population ageing 
is predicted to be the main factor driv-
ing nearly 90 per cent of the projected 
cases, they said.

Further, the western Sub-Saharan 
Africa could be expected to see the 
most pronounced spike of almost 300 
per cent in the cases of the disease, 
even as East and South Asia could see 
the highest case numbers.

The men-to-women ratio in Parkin-
son’s cases could increase from 1.46 
in 2021 to 1.64 in 2050 the world over, 
the authors said.

They also projected that increasing 
physical activity could reduce the future 
number of Parkinson’s disease cases.

The results point to an urgent need for 
“future research to focus on the devel-
opment of novel drugs, gene engineer-
ing techniques, and cell replacement 
therapies that are aimed at modifying 
the course of the disease and improving 
patients’ quality of life,” the authors said.

MUMBAI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation 
(BPCL) is set to float 
a four-month tender 
next week to buy 1 
million barrels of US 
West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI) crude every 
month.

As per a report citing 
sources, the move aims 
to secure cheaper oil 
from the world’s top pro-
ducer. The tender, which 
will be awarded for four 
months, is expected to 
begin deliveries in May 
or June 2025. This is 
not the first time BPCL 
has purchased US oil; 
the company awarded 

a similar tender to Euro-
pean major BP last year.

BPCL often buys US 
oil for its three refin-
eries, which have a 
combined capacity to 
process 706,000 bar-
rels of crude a day. 
India’s imports of US oil 
reached their highest 
level in over two years 
last month, as refiners 
sought alternative sup-
plies after tighter US 
sanctions on Russian 
producers and ship-
pers.

The US imposed fresh 
sanctions on Russian 
oil producers Gazprom 
Neft and Surgutneft-
egas, along with nearly 

180 tankers from Rus-
sia’s so-called shadow 
fleet, on January 10. 
The move aims to 
reduce Moscow’s reve-
nue, which Washington 
claims is being used to 
finance the war against 
Ukraine. Under these 
sanctions, Russian 
oil cargoes had to be 
shipped by February 27 
to comply with the new 
restrictions.

As per cargo tracking 
agency Vortexa, India’s 
crude oil imports from 
Russia fell marginally 
to 1.41 million barrels 
per day (mbd) in Feb-
ruary 2025, down from 
1.49 mbd in January 
2024. The country’s 
total crude imports in 
February stood at 4.77 
mbd, remaining largely 
unchanged from 4.76 
mbd in January. Vor-
texa anticipates a fur-
ther decline in Russian 
crude imports in March 
and April, citing sanc-
tions imposed by the 
US Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (OFAC) 
on January 10.

Brain activity during sleep could predict recovery 
of patients with brain injury

AI can help clinicians personalise treatment 
for Generalized Anxiety Disorder: Study

Regular eye-testing essential 
to prevent glaucoma

Parkinson’s cases to surge by 112% by 
2050, ageing population fuels rise

BPCL to float tender for 
1 mbd crude oil from US

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): The new 
Income-tax Bill pro-
poses to give powers 
to tax officers to access 
social media and other 
digital accounts includ-
ing online investment, 
trading and banking 
accounts, as well as 
email servers. The new 
I-T bill has defined “vir-
tual digital space” in 
the powers to call for 
information by income 
tax authorities during 
surveys, searches and 
seizures.

It defines a virtual digi-
tal space as “any digital 
realm that allows users 
to interact, communi-
cate and perform activi-
ties” through computer 
technology.

Sources said the new 
provision under Sec-
tion 247 of the I-T Bill 
to override the access 
code of a virtual digital 
space is “only the reit-
eration of the already 
existing provision in a 

simpler language”. “No 
additional power has 
been given to the tax 
authorities,” a source 
said.

Similar powers for 
searches and seizures 
are currently there 
under Section 132 of the 
existing I-T Act, 1961, 
wherein authorities can 
inspect and seize books 
of accounts and other 
documents in the form 
of electronic records. 
However, the new bill 
specifically outlines vir-
tual digital spaces.

As per Section 132 of 
the I-T Act, tax authori-
ties can enter and 
search “any building, 
place, vessel, vehicle or 
aircraft” where persons 
are suspected to have 
kept books of account, 
other documents, 
money, bullion, jewellery 
or other valuable articles 
to evade tax. Authori-
ties have the powers to 
break open doors, locks, 
safes, other reposi-

tories, and seize any 
such suspected books 
of account, other docu-
ments, money, bullion, 
jewellery or other valu-
able articles.

Now, the new bill — 
tabled in the Lok Sabha 
last month — explicitly 
includes “virtual digital 
space” under the ambit 
of such searches and 
seizures as it attempts 
to define books of 
accounts and other 
valuable items in physi-
cal or electronic form. 
This also allows tax 
authorities to override 
the access code to any 
said computer system, 
or virtual digital space, 
where the access code 
thereof is not available. 
“The authorised officer 
may, during the course 
of any search or seizure, 
examine on oath any 
person who is found to 
be in possession or con-
trol or access holder of 
any computer systems, 
books of account, other 

documents or asset, or 
any other person who is 
present in the premises 
or is being searched,” 
the bill states.

Sources said that 
under Section 132 of 
the existing I-T Act, tax 
authorities have been 
seizing electronic devic-
es such as desktops and 
hard disks, and collect-
ing evidence from com-
munication platforms 
such as emails, What-
sApp, and Telegram. 
“These evidence are 
not only essential to 
prove the tax evasion in 
the court of law but also 
computing the amount 
of tax evasion,” a source 
said.

The provision of 132(1)
(iib) via Finance Act, 
2002 has mandated the 
person in possession or 
control of any books of 
account or other docu-
ments maintained in the 
form of electronic record 
to facilitate the autho-
rised officer’s access 

to such documents, 
sources said. This facili-
tation includes providing 
necessary credentials 
required for access as 
well as seizure of such 
documents, they added. 
Section 132 provides 
powers to designated 
tax authorities to con-
duct search and seizure 
operations based on 
information of tax eva-
sion.

The Income-tax Bill, 
2025, which was intro-
duced in Lok Sabha last 
month, intends to simpli-
fy India’s six-decade-old 
structure of direct taxa-
tion by streamlining pro-
visions, removing obso-
lete references, and 
creating a crisper and 
simpler legal framework. 
The proposed bill will be 
reviewed by the Select 
Committee of Parlia-
ment. Once passed by 
Parliament, the new 
law will likely come into 
effect on April 1, 2026.

New Income Tax Bill defines virtual digital 
space for searches, seizures

Sources said the new provision under Section 247 of the I-T Bill to override the 
access code of a virtual digital space is “only the reiteration of the already existing 

provision in a simpler language”.

As per a report citing sources, the move aims to secure 
cheaper oil from the world’s top producer

76 per cent of the patients with sleep spindles and cognitive motor dissociation showed evidence 
of consciousness by the time they were discharged from hospital, find researchers



11SPORTSTop News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, March 09, 2025

DUBAI, Mar 9 (Agen-
cies): Former star 
Indian opener Shikhar 
Dhawan has appreci-
ated the inclusion of 
India’s ‘mystery’ spin-
ner Varun Chakravarthy 
to the squad, despite 
the team winning two 
matches without his 
presence.

“I really like the shift 
they made to bring in 
an extra spinner, Varun 
Chakravarthy. That has 
been a game-changer 
and was a great call by 
the captain and coach-
es,” said Dhawan.

“He has made India 
a more balanced side, 
especially on the slow 
and turning pitches. It’s 
very hard to pick the 
ball from Varun’s hand, 
and that has given India 
a real edge. That’s why 
they have started domi-
nating more,” Dhawan 
added.

Virat Kohli yet again 
showed his class in the 
semi-final win over Aus-
tralia. Another key player 
has been Mohammed 
Shami, who has looked 
very impressive on his 
return to international 
cricket after injury, he 
said.

“Playing in a big tour-
nament like this, there 
is always pressure and 
you need your experi-
enced players to soak 
that up, which he has 

done. When I met him 
over there, he was 
working on his fitness, 
and his discipline and 
commitment levels 
towards the game are 
exceptional. When you 
put that much work in, 
you deserve results,” 
Dhawan added.

But the most impres-
sive thing has been that 
the whole team is doing 
well, not just one or two 
individuals. Shreyas 
Iyer, Shubman Gill, 
Hardik Pandya and KL 
Rahul are playing amaz-
ing cricket, cherished 
Dhawan.

“To win the Champi-
ons Trophy, you have 
to have the whole team 
performing well and 
coming together. One 
player can win you a 
game but not a trophy. 
The whole team has to 
step up and perform, 
which India have done 
throughout.

“Everyone is play-
ing his role nicely in 
the absence of Jasprit 
Bumrah. Bumrah is the 
best bowler in the world 
and it’s amazing to see 
how India made it to the 
final without him in such 
a competitive tourna-
ment. Other bowlers 
have stepped up in his 
place and the spinners 
have really dominated. 
That has given India an 

extra edge,” said the 
former Indian cricketer.

“Personally, I think 
India will win. I believe 
Indian spinners will be 
too strong for New Zea-
land’s batters, who will 
find it hard to face Varun 
Chakravarthy -- he will 
play a major role. Our 
batting unit is doing very 
well. The whole team 
is playing good cricket 
and I think – and hope -- 
that will continue, “ said 
Dhawan.

He also evaluated 
New Zealand as a 
tough opponent for the 
final. “The Champions 
Trophy final should be a 
fantastic match as New 
Zealand are also a great 
team. Their spinners 
have excelled well and 
captain Mitchell Santer 
has been a great player 
for many years. He 
always chips in with bat 
and ball, and the way he 
varies his pace makes 
him a very intelligent 
bowler, “ Dhawan said.

“With the bat, Kane 
Williamson, who I have 
played alongside in the 
past, remains a great 
cricketer. His technique 
is amazing, as is his 
adaptability on the pitch 
and the way he soaks 
up pressure. That’s why 
his consistency is so 
good,” the former Indian 
opener signed off.

Bringing in ‘mystery’ spinner 
Varun Chakravarthy was a 
masterstroke: Shikhar Dhawan

DUBAI, Mar 9 (Agencies): The 
ICC Champions Trophy title clash 
between India and New Zealand 
at Dubai promises to be an epic 
sequel to their final in the same 
competition 25 years back and a 
trophy win or loss could decide the 
stories of many stars across both 
sides for years to come.

Many India-New Zealand clash-
es over the years have been 
decided by some massive fac-
tors: Be it a run chase masterclass 
from Virat Kohli, supporting acts 
from KL Rahul, Shreyas Iyer etc, 
Kiwi pacers Matt Henry and Trent 
Boult running through Indian top 
order and making the scorecard 
look like a football scoreline or 
recently, the domination of both 
side’s spinners.

This Champions Trophy final 
would be no different. At its best, 
cricket itself is cinema and has 
plenty of sub-plots that decide the 
fate of a match.

Here are some key battles that 
will define this game:

-Absence or presence of Matt 
Henry

The Kiwi pace spearhead has 
been the leading wicket-taker 
in the competition so far with 
10 scalps, averaging 16.70 and 
having a five-wicket haul to his 
name.

Henry has troubled India a lot 
in past, most notably during the 
2019 World Cup semifinal where 
early scalps of KL Rahul and Rohit 
Sharma pushed India on backfoot 
during a 239-run chase and con-
tributed to their loss.

With 21 wickets in 11 matches at 
an average of 21 and a five-wicket 
haul to his name, Henry has terro-

rised Indian batting with his pace, 
line and length.

If he stays absent due to a shoul-
der injury sustained in the semifi-
nals, Kiwis will still have capable 
seamers in Kyle Jamieson and Will 
O Rourke. However, O’Rourke is 
not a new ball regular and could be 
ineffective against Rohit Sharma 
and Shubman Gill, each dismissed 
twice by Henry in ODIs and aver-
aging 29 and 31.50 against him. 
Henry has also dismissed Virat 
Kohli twice and has enjoyed upper 
hand against KL Rahul, India’s 
now designated number six.

Jacob Duffy and all-rounder 
Nathan Smith, two backups, are 
also a notch below Henry and inex-
perienced.

If Henry stays, problems could 
follow for India. Or else, expect 
Rohit-Gill to feast on other pacers 
freely.

-India middle order vs Mitchell 
Santner-Michael Bracewell

Santner (7 scalps at an average 
of 27.71) and Bracewell (6 scalps 
at an average of 28.83) have 
done pretty well in CT 2025 so far, 
despite playing majority of their 
matches on Pakistan’s batting-
friendly surfaces.

How they squeeze out Indian 
middle order would be a key. Sant-
ner has 16 scalps in 10 ODIs this 
year at an economy of 4.48. He 
also troubled India during Pune 
Test last year on a slow, sluggish 
wicket, looting 13 wickets.

As per Wisden, Since 2023, 
he has dismissed Virat and KL 
twice each, giving just 37 and 2 
runs against him. While Rohit and 
Gill have made a meal out of him 
with strike rates of 125 and 116.6 

respectively, scoring in Dubai 
would be much tougher.

Bracewell has slipped under the 
radar with 12 ODI scalps this year 
at an economy rate of 4.36.

How Santner and co deal with 
India’s ODI engine, i.e, Virat, 
Shreyas and KL Rahul, who have 
perfected the 50-over template 
with a mix of strike rotation and 
odd boundaries, would be inter-
esting.

-Rachin Ravindra vs India
The left-hander is in rich vein 

of form, having made 226 runs 
and two centuries in this CT. His 
only failure came in Dubai against 
India, where he got out cheap to 
Hardik Pandya for six runs.

While India has largely kept 
Ravindra silent, with 94 runs in 
three innings with best score of 75, 
he will still be a threat as an excep-
tional player of spin, showcasing 
his ability during 2023 World Cup 
in India.

Rachin has scored 489 runs 
against spin at an average of 
above 61 and a strike rate of above 
112. His eight dismissals to spin 
have not stopped his free flowing 
game against them.

-Indian spinners vs Kiwi batters
Last time Kiwis were in Dubai, 

spinner Varun Chakravarthy, who 
was playing only his second ODI, 
dismantled Kiwis middle order 
during a run chase of 250 runs with 
fugures of 5/42.

While Kiwis have acknowledged 
the threat of India’s ‘mystery spin-
ner’, he is not the only one waiting 
to spin a web. Three other spin-
ners, Axar Patel, Ravindra Jadeja 
and Kuldeep Yadav, make it a 
threatening match-up for NZ.

During the last IND-NZ clash, NZ 
crawled from 44/1 to 93/2 between 
11 to 25 overs, choking against 
Indian spin despite having Kane 
Williamson and Daryl Mitchell, two 
elite spin players at the crease. 
India bowled only one over of pace 
after sixth over and unleashed a 
spin choke on Kiwis, which they 
could do again.

-Fitness and fielding on a hot day
During the title clash, temperature 

is expected to reach 34-degree 
celsius. Both sides feature some 
of the fittest players in the world. 
How they cope with this heat while 
fielding, rotating strike, without any 
cramping, would be a crucial part 
of this match.

KOLKATA, Mar 9 (Agencies): 
Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
remained unbeaten at home with a 
2-0 win over FC Goa in their Indian 
Super League (ISL) match here.

It was a gripping affair with both 
teams getting a flurry of chances. 
However, the Mariners secured 
their 17th win of the season, cour-
tesy of an own goal from Boris 
Singh in the 62nd minute and 
a late strike from Greg Stewart 
(90+4).

With this victory, they remained 
unbeaten at home this season 
throughout the league phase. 
They also mustered 56 points this 
season, which is the most in a 
single ISL campaign.

Mohun Bagan Super Giant were 
off the blocks pretty quickly as 
they make several inroads into FC 
Goa’s defensive third early on in 
the game. Both Greg Stewart and 
Dimitrios Petratos had an opportu-
nity to put them ahead in the game 
within the first 10 minutes.

However, FC Goa almost caught 
the opposition off-guard on a 

fast break when Rowllin Borges 
released Borja Herrera in space 
with a pinpoint long ball. The 
Spaniard found Iker Guarrotxena 
in company and played the ball 
in behind. However the latter’s 
attempt was way off target.

Minutes later, Udanta Singh 
made a surging run down the left 
channel but Tom Aldred was in 
position to thwart the danger.

While the hosts started brightly, 
FC Goa grew into the game as 
they had more meaningful chanc-
es. Guarrotxena kept the Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant defenders 
on their toes with his exceptional 
movement. He came close to scor-
ing on a couple of occasions but 
Aldred and others did enough to 
keep the scores level.

In the 31st minute, Borja tried 
his luck from distance but Dheer-
aj Singh Moirangthem in goal 
punched away the danger.

In the 37th minute, a similar 
sequence happened again, this 
time from a free-kick but Dheeraj 
did his best to keep out Borja’s 

attempt, and the ball was later 
cleared by the defence.

Early in the second period, 
Udanta made a sensational move 
down the left flank but was reck-
lessly stopped by Asish Rai, who 
also received a yellow card for the 
infringement. Later, Jose Molina 
replaced him with Dippendu 
Biswas in the 57th minute.

MBSG eventually took the lead 
in the 62nd minute, courtesy of 
errors from Boris Singh and Hrithik 
Tiwari. The duo had some mis-
communication as Boris’ headed 
ball bounced into the net leaving 
Hrithik wrong-footed.

After the goal, the hosts became 
even more dominant as Liston 
Colaco and Stewart came close 
to scoring in quick succession. 
Later, Jason Cummings and 
Dejan Drazic were introduced by 
their respective coaches after the 
drinks break.

The final phase of the game 
saw the MBSG playing percent-
age football as they had already 
secured the lead.

NEW DELHI, Mar 9 
(Agencies): As the talks 
over Rohit Sharma’s 
potential retirement 
surround India’s Cham-
pions Trophy 2025 final 
against New Zealand, 
certain reports have 
highlighted what could 
be in store for cricket 
fans all across the world 
on Sunday. Rohit didn’t 
even attend the press 
conference on the 
eve of the Champions 
Trophy final, deciding 
to send vice-captain 
Shubman Gill instead. 

The move further 
intensified the rumours, 
though Gill confirmed 
that no such discus-
sion has taken place, 
yet. When former India 
captain Sourav Gangu-
ly was asked about his 
views on the subject, he 
shut down the topic.

Ganguly, in a chat with 
agency, said that Rohit’s 

future shouldn’t even 
be a matter of discus-
sion ahead of the final. 
Considering how well 
he played in last year’s 
T20 World Cup and the 
intent he has shown in 
the ongoing Champions 
Trophy, he remains the 
right man to lead the 
national team.

“Why is there talk of 
Rohit Sharma’s retire-
ment? Why is this even 
a question? He won 
the World Cup just a 
few months ago. I don’t 
know what the selectors 

are thinking, but Rohit is 
playing very well. 

India is far better than 
New Zealand. India 
played in the 2023 
World Cup finals, won 
the 2024 T20 World 
Cup, and they are still 
unbeaten in this Cham-
pions Trophy. The same 
team will play,” Ganguly 
said.

As for the final, Gan-
guly strongly feels that 
India are the absolute 
favourites to beat the 
Kiwis in the final and 
clinch the trophy. 

The form of Indian bat-
ters - Virat Kohli, Shub-
man Gill, Shreyas Iyer, 
KL Rahul, etc. - has 
instilled plenty of belief 
in Ganguly ahead of the 
final.

“India is the favourite. 
India is in good form. 
Everyone is in very 
good form. Virat Kohli 
is there, Shubman Gill 
is there, Shreyas Iyer, 
Rohit Sharma, and KL 
Rahul - everyone is in 
good shape. It will be 
a good match. India’s 
bowling lineup is very 
good. Anyone can win, 
anyone can lose,” Gan-
guly said.

A report in agency 
head earlier said that the 
national selection com-
mittee chief Ajit Agarkar 
is scheduled to have a 
chat on the topic with 
Rohit after the conclu-
sion of the tournament.

CT 2025: Five battles that could decide 
India-New Zealand final outcome

Mohun Bagan clinch League Shield with victory 
over FC Goa

Sourav Ganguly shuts down Rohit Sharma 
retirement chatter with blunt reminder

DUBAI, Mar 9 (Agencies): 
The Indian team will be enter-
ing the Champions Trophy final 
against New Zealand surely 
after forgetting whatever hap-
pened in the past, on today, at 
Dubai International Stadium. 
The Indian team, surrounded 
with stalwarts, has an unbeaten 
run, so far, in the tournament. 
However, the ‘undefeated’ tag 
hardly matters now, as the Kiwis 
are known to reverse the trends 
to their favour under any given 
condition on the field.

During their last faceoff, New 
Zealand suffered a 44-run 
defeat against India— all thanks 
to the heroics of ‘mystery’ spin-
ner Varun Chakravarthy, whom 
the Black Caps were facing for 
the very first time. However, 
after the loss, New Zealand 
rose up to the occasion and 
defeated South Africa in a high 
scoring match to enter the final. 
However, on Sunday, Chakra-
varthy and the spinning trio of 
Axar Patel, Ravindra Jadeja 
and Kuldeev Yadav—will be 
carrying a big responsibility to 
clear the ‘last’ examination with 
distinction. India has always 
found the resilient Kiwis a tall 
mountain to surmount, as the 
latter hold a 10-6 lead over them 
across all the ICC tournaments. 
Perhaps, New Zealand is the 
‘worst’ enemy for a final against 
India—specially after what the 
fans went through during India’s 
exit from the 2019 ODI World 
Cup semifinals.

Both familiar to conditions
Notably, it will be for the first 

time in the ongoing showpiece 

event, the Indian team will be 
facing any opponent who has 
already played at the same 
venue.

There’s a big debate over the 
Indian team having the advan-
tage of playing all their match-
es at the same venue (Dubai), 
while other teams travelled from 
or within Pakistan for their fix-
tures.

The Black Caps has already 
tasted the conditions in Dubai 
just six days ago, when they lost 
at the same venue. Meanwhile, 
given the current run of the 
Indian spinners, India is most 
likely to retain the four spinners 
and two pacers combination for 
the championship match.

Chakravarthy and Yadav, the 
right-hand and left-hand wrist-
spinners, have already bam-
boozled the opponents like illu-
sionists, while Jadeja and Patel 
have been the metronomes in 
this Indian bowling unit in the 
middle overs.

However, a lot will also depend 
on Mohammed Shami—who 
faced some injury issues in the 
last matches—to head the pace 
attack with Hardik Pandya. If the 
final is going to be played on the 
surface used for the India and 
Pakistan match, then those four 
bowlers can put New Zealand 
in a spin.

If Indian spinners are expect-
ing some help, Kiwis will also 
be confident in skipper Mitchel 
Santner, Michael Bracewell, 
Rachin Ravindra and Glenn 
Phillips. On other hand, their 
biggest hopes of countering 
these spinners will be Kane 
Williamson and Ravindra, who 
are the most competent batters 
against slow bowlers in their 
line-up, after Tom Latham.

Stalwarts in spotlight
Coming so close to the title, 

the Indian team will surely not 
only be relying on their bowl-
ers... a lot will depend upon Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma— the 

two pillars of Indian cricket – to 
led the side. A fine performance 
by both icons will reduce the 
burden on the middle-order 
batters—who have been doing 
the heavy lifting thus far. The 
likes of Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, 
Pandya and Patel, have proved 
their worth, so far, in style. While 
knocks of substance from Kohli 
and Rohit will add gravitas to the 
occasion, India would not want 
to leave it to the veterans alone.

Pitch and conditions
According to multiple reports, 

the pitch for the final has already 
been selected. This pitch was 
previously used during India’s 
group-stage clash between 
India and Pakistan. Notably, 
the Dubai International Cricket 
Stadium has 10 pitches curated 
by the Emirates Cricket Board 
(ECB), offering varied condi-
tions for different matches. How-
ever, the match was played 14 
days ago.

Teams
India: Rohit Sharma (c), Shub-

man Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas 
Iyer, KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant, 
Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, 
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Harshit Rana, Mohd. 
Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Varun Chakaravar-
thy.

New Zealand: Mitchell Sant-
ner (c), Michael Bracewell, Mark 
Chapman, Devon Conway, 
Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry, 
Tom Latham, Daryl Mitchell, 
Will O’Rourke, Glenn Phillips, 
Rachin Ravindra, Nathan Smith, 
Kane Williamson, Will Young, 
Jacob Duffy.

Final jump over: Men in Blue aim for title glory 
against New Zealand in Champions Trophy final

Kiwis eye redemption after last defeat | Spinners hold the key
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: The 

SOS International, 
a leading organisa-
tion spearheading the 
struggle for the rights 
and welfare of over 12 
lakh displaced persons 
from Pakistan-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir 
(PoJK), on Sunday 
launched a scathing 
attack on the ruling BJP 
at the Centre for exploit-
ing the community for 
electoral gains.

It also warned the 
BJP leadership against 
further playing with the 
sentiments of PoJK dis-
placed persons for politi-
cal advantage, stating, 
“The BJP should refrain 
from this deceit, or else 
our people will not for-
give them. We will not 
allow ourselves to be 
used as mere vote 
banks anymore.”

Addressing a press 
conference here, Rajiv 
Chuni, Chairman of SOS 
International, expressed 
deep concern over the 
neglect of PoJK refu-
gees and criticized the 
BJP for discussing the 
reclamation of PoJK 
while ignoring the hard-
ships endured by those 
displaced due to Paki-
stani aggression in 1947 
in Mirpur, Muzaffarabad, 
and Poonch districts.

He accused the BJP 

of enacting a “political 
drama” on various plat-
forms, including semi-
nars and discussions, on 
PoJK, without acknowl-
edging the plight of the 
affected people. “Not 
even a word of sympa-
thy has been expressed 
by BJP leaders regard-
ing the miseries of PoJK 
displaced persons, yet 
they make loud decla-
rations about reclaiming 
PoJK from Pakistan,” he 
said.

Chuni claimed that the 
BJP government has 
been trying to shift the 
narrative to focus solely 
on reclaiming PoJK, not 
for national interest but 
for political gains to win 
elections. “Our destruc-
tion and devastation 
began after 2014 when 
the BJP took over the 
reins of power. Whatev-
er hopes we had were 
systematically crushed,” 
he said while accusing 
the government of using 
PoJK as an “electoral 
strategy” rather than 
making genuine efforts.

 “The unfortunate real-
ity is that there is no 
concrete plan with the 
Government of India 
to reclaim these areas; 
instead, this rhetoric is 
being pushed through 
seminars as a political 
gimmick for elections,” 
he said.

He further strongly 

condemned the BJP for 
exploiting the emotions 
of over 12 lakh PoJK 
displaced persons, 80 
percent of whom are 
living below the poverty 
line. “This is a blatant 
case of deception and 
vote-bank politics. The 
BJP should be ashamed 
of using our miseries for 
political mileage while 
showing no real concern 
for our rehabilitation,” he 
stated.

Despite repeated 
pleas, Mr Chuni said, the 
government has failed to 
ensure proper rehabilita-
tion of PoJK displaced 
persons. He reminded 
that before the Modi 
government took office, 
a rehabilitation package 
was announced but has 
yet to be implemented 
even after 11 years of 
BJP rule at the Centre.

 “They made a prom-
ise in 2015, assuring us 
that it would be fulfilled 
in three months. To this 
day, nothing has been 
done,” he said while 
pointing out the stark 
contrast in the treat-
ment of PoJK displaced 
persons and Valley 
Migrants.

He said that while 
Valley Migrants dis-
placed in 1989 received 
relief, ration, cash assis-
tance, income tax relief, 
housing, and free elec-
tricity, PoJK refugees 

are still deprived of 
these basic necessities.

 “Why are our people 
still living in camps? 
Why are small land-
holdings given for agri-
cultural purposes being 
taken away today? This 
is a conspiracy being 
hatched to destroy our 
community,” he alleged.

The SOS Internation-
al Chairman said that 
political empowerment 
was crucial for the wel-
fare of PoJK displaced 
persons. “Our people, 
who were displaced 
from Poonch, Mirpur, 
and Muzaffarabad, have 
never been allowed to 
elect their own repre-
sentatives. Even today, 
24 seats meant for PoJK 
remain vacant in the leg-
islative assembly,” he 
said while criticizing the 
ruling government for its 
failure to grant represen-
tation to the community 
despite the constitution-
al responsibility to do so.

Chuni also questioned 
why the government 
has not granted at least 
eight seats to PoJK 
displaced persons, a 
demand long endorsed 
by the Wadhwa Commit-
tee, Parliamentary Com-
mittees, and even the 
Delimitation Committee. 
“The Valley Migrants 
were given representa-
tion in the form of two 
seats in haste, despite 

Kashmir being part 
of India. It is hard to 
say that our territorial 
constituencies are still 
under illegal Pakistani 
occupation,” he said.

He further slammed 
the BJP for appointing 
individuals with no con-
cerns to PoJK to the 
single reserved assem-
bly seat. “This seat is 
apolitical and should 
not be controlled by 
a political party. Even 
some BJP MLAs from 
the PoJK community 
remain silent on our 
plight. Another political 
nomination will make 
no difference. We 
believe that it is only 
an attempt to suppress 
our voice,” he said.

Chuni took on the BJP 
for failing to introduce 
any meaningful reha-
bilitation scheme for 
PoJK refugees despite 
making promises in its 
2014 manifesto.

 “The party announced 
the Tika Lal Taploo 
rehabilitation scheme 
for Valley Migrants, 
but there is no simi-
lar scheme for PoJK 
displaced persons. If 
they truly cared, they 
could have announced 
a scheme in the name 
of Justice R. P. Sethi 
whose son’s name is 
being projected for the 
single seat reserved 
for PoJK refugees, 
but they didn’t. All they 
want is our votes,” he 
said.

Prominent among 
those who attended 
the press confer-
ence were Prof N N 
Sharma, V K Datta, 
Bhai Ram Singh, Ved 
Raj Bali, Sujan Singh, 
Dalip Singh Chib, Jagjit 
Singh, Dalip Sharma 
and Dharamvir Gupta.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 9: 

The Private Schools 
Association of Jammu 
and Kashmir (PSAJK) 
extends a warm wel-
come to the J&K Budget 
2025-26 presented 
by J&K Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah. PSAJK 
State President G.N 
Var has lauded the 
government’s visionary 
approach in prioritizing 
education and intro-
ducing several people-
friendly initiatives aimed 
at uplifting the socio-
economic landscape of 
the Jammu & Kashmir.

In a statement to the 
press, PSAJK President 
G.N. Var hailed educa-
tion as the foundation of 
progress and welcomed 
the government’s com-
mendable move to 
strengthen the sector. 
He particularly lauded 
the establishment of a 
National Law University, 
calling it a landmark ini-
tiative that will provide 
quality legal education 
and empower students 
from J&K. With an ini-
tial allocation of ₹50 
crore, this step reflects 
the government’s com-
mitment to advancing 
higher education in the 
region.

He also appreciated 
the overall budget allo-
cation of ₹1,388.97 
crore for the education 
sector—an increase of 
₹242.75 crore from the 
previous fiscal year—
emphasizing that this 
major boost will drive 

t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
improvements in edu-
cational infrastructure, 
foster academic excel-
lence, and enhance 
student welfare across 
J&K.

“The government’s 
commitment to upgrad-
ing 40 higher secondary 
schools into integrated 
K-12 institutions is a 
welcome move, as it will 
help create a modern-
ized education system 
that caters to evolving 
academic needs,” stated 
G.N. Var.

He also welcomed the 
government’s focus on 
strengthening higher 
education, emphasizing 
that enhancing infra-
structure and services 
in degree colleges will 
play a crucial role in 
improving academic 
standards. “The addition 
of 600 polytechnic seats 
to expand technical edu-
cation opportunities is 
another significant step, 
as it will boost vocational 
training and skill devel-
opment, preparing stu-
dents for diverse career 
paths,” he added.

PSAJK also empha

sized that the private 
education sector should 
be the government’s 
top priority in address-
ing the genuine griev-
ances faced over the 
past several years. 
Private schools in J&K 
provide employment to 
lakhs of youths, rang-
ing from peons, teach-
ing and non-teaching 
staff, drivers, conduc-
tors, security guards, 
administrative person-
nel, accountants, IT sup-
port staff, librarians and 
other support workers. 
Also, by paying taxes, 
board fees, power bills, 
water bills and other 
charges to the govern-
ment, private schools 
significantly contribute 
to the economy. Recog-
nizing and supporting 
the role of private insti-
tutions in education will 
not only enhance learn-
ing outcomes but also 
contribute significantly 
to the region’s employ-
ment generation and 
economic stability.

Apart from the edu-
cation sector, Var also 
praised the govern-
ment’s pro-people ini-

tiatives that will signifi-
cantly benefit the under-
privileged sections of 
society. He highlighted 
the provision of 200 
units of free electricity 
and 10 kg of free ration 
per person per month for 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana 
(AAY) households as 
landmark steps toward 
social security.

He also appreciated 
the enhancement of the 
Marriage Assistance 
Scheme from ₹50,000 
to ₹75,000, free public 
transport for women, 
and the increase in 
pensions under the 
Integrated Social Assis-
tance Scheme (ISSS) 
and National Social 
Assistance Programme 
(NSAP), calling them 
“progressive measures 
that will uplift vulnerable 
communities.

While welcoming 
the budget, PSAJK 
urged the government 
to ensure the efficient 
implementation of 
these initiatives so that 
their benefits reach the 
grassroots level. “Bud-
getary allocations must 
translate into on-ground 
improvements. We look 
forward to timely execu-
tion and monitoring to 
ensure transparency 
and accountability,” 
added G.N Var.

The PSAJK reaffirmed 
its commitment to work-
ing closely with the J&K 
government, led by 
Omar Abdullah, to sup-
port education reforms 
and contribute to the 
overall development of 
the region.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: 

AAVRAN - A Unit of LMD 
Fashion Boutique was 
inaugurated today at 
Opp. Karan Bagh Gate, 
Gadigarh, near Airport 
Satwari, Jammu. The 
boutique, which offers 
ladies’ garments, arti-
ficial jewelry, and kids’ 
clothing, was inaugurat-
ed by Advocate Ishant 
Gupta, State IT Head, 
BJP J&K.

Advocate Ishant Gupta 
congratulated Laxmi, 
the owner of AAVRAN, 
and appreciated her 
efforts in starting a new 
business. He said that 
women entrepreneurs 
like her are a true inspi-
ration and play a big role 
in building a self-reliant 
India.

 “This initiative reflects 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s vision of 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, 
where women are 
encouraged to start 
their own businesses 
and contribute to the 
economy. The BJP gov-
ernment has always 
supported women’s 
empowerment, and 
today’s event is a great 
example of that,” said 
Advocate Ishant Gupta.

The inauguration took 
place during Interna-
tional Women’s Day 
Week, making it even 
more special. Advocate 
Ishant Gupta empha-
sized that women are 
the backbone of society 
and their success leads 
to the progress of the 
nation.

Many well-wishers and 
supporters attended the 
event and wished Laxmi 
success in her new ven-
ture.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 9: Gen-

eral Secretary of Jammu 
& Kashmir Amateur 
Kabaddi Association Mr. 
Kuldeep Kumar Gupta  
told Udhampur District 
Kabaddi Association will 
host 23rd Sub-Junior 
U.T. Kabaddi Champi-
onship for Boys & Girls 
section from 15th March 
to 17th March 2025 at 
Indoor Subash Sta

dium, Udhampur under 
the banner of Jammu 
& Kashmir Amateur 
Kabaddi Association 
and under the ageis 
of Jammu & Kashmir 
sports Council.

All the affiliated district 
kabaddi teams in Boys 
& Girls Section will be 
allowed to participate in 
the 23rd Sub-Junior U.T. 
Kabaddi Championship 
at Indoor Subash Stadi-

um, Udhampur. All the 
Districts President & 
Secretary are advised 
to select their teams on 
merit before participa-
tion in said Champion-
ship. The last date of 
entry is on or before 
13th March 12:00 Night 
positively.

The selection for the 
Sub-Junior National 
Boys & Girls teams shall 
be Conducted during the 
Sub-Junior U.T. Kabaddi 
Championship and the 
Boys and Girls team  
probables for coaching 
camp will be held from 
18th March 2025 at 
Udhampur .

All the district play-
ers will come with their 
Aadhar Card, and 
Domicile Certificate and 
Medical Fitness Cer-
tificate from the Medi-
cal officers,  and NOC 
from their Parents and 
Moreover, all the play-
ers should be duly reg-
istered  with Amateur 
Kabaddi Federation of 
India. 

BJP’s PoJK narrative a smokescreen for electoral gains: SOS Int’l
 ‘Stop deceiving 12 lakh displaced people; political 

drama won’t solve our crisis’: Chuni

PSAJK President G.N. Var Welcomes J&K Budget 2025-
26, Hails Focus On Education And Social Welfare

AAVRAN - A Unit of LMD Fashion 
Boutique Inaugurated in Jammu
Advocate Ishant Gupta Praises Women Entrepreneurship 

and PM Modi’s Vision for Self-Reliance

Udhampur District host 23rd Sub-Junior U.T. 
Kabaddi Championship for Boys & Girls at 
Indoor Subash Stadium, Udhampur


