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Driver dead,
Helper
injured as 2
trucks
collide head-
on inside
Navyug

Tunnel

SRINAGAR, Mar 7
(Agencies): A driver

died and his helper was
injured after two trucks
collided inside the
Navyug tunnel late last
evening, officials said.

An official said that
a truck travelling from
Srinagar to Jammu,
crashed into another
truck inside the tunnel
at around 10:20 pm on
Thursday.Jammu tour-
ism

He said that in the
incident driver, identi-
fied as Sukhdev Singh
(30) of Punjab, died on
spot, while his helper,
identified as Jaswinder
Singh (26) of Punjab got
injured.

He said that police
have taken cognisance
of the matter.

Schools
reopen in
Kashmir
after three-
month
winter break

SRINAGAR, Mar 7
(Agencies): Schools in
Kashmir re-opened on
Friday after remaining
closed for almost three
months on account of
winter vacations.

The schools were
scheduled to reopen on
March 1 but the govern-
ment extended the vaca-
tions by a week due to
inclement weather.

Officials said around
10,000 government
and private-run schools
across the Kashmir
valley reopened this
morning and resumed
their academic activities.

Minister for Education
Sakina Itoo extended
best wishes to the stu-
dents and teachers
on the re-opening of
schools.

“As Winter Zone stu-
dents join their schools
after winter break, |
wish them success for
the session and future.
| appreciate support
from all stakeholders,
especially the teaching
fraternity to make it a
memorable, successful
year. Best wishes to all!”
Itoo said in a post on X.

Many schools were
decked up and small cel-
ebrations were held to
welcome the students.

The students, many
of whom were feeling
bored and confined in
their homes for such a
long time, were excited
going back their schools.

“I am very excited that
the schools are re-open-
ing. | am more excited
to meet my friends and
teachers after such a
long time,” Ziya-ul-Islam,
a student at a private
school, said.

Another student,

mTurn to page 9

JAMMU, Mar 7 (Agen-
cies): Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, while present-
ing the state’s budget on
Friday, emphasized that
the region is on the path
to lasting peace.

It is the first budget
to be presented by the
elected government in
the last seven years.
He mentioned that the
state’s GST compli-
ance has increased and
expressed commitment
to aligning with Sustain

able Development
Goals (SDG).

Abdullah highlighted
that the focus of the
budget was on empow-
ering youth and women,
addressing regional dis-
parities, and striving for
the restoration of state-
hood.

The budget includes
an allocation of Rs 815
crores for agriculture, to
generate 2.88 lakh jobs.
The state will promote
a two-crop pattern and
focus on expanding
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JaK Assembly Budget | Omar Abdullah
allocates Rs 815 Grore for Agriculture,

Rs 390 Crore for Tourism Development
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horticulture. The gov-
ernment also plans to
boost wool processing
and promote the leather
tanning industry, which
is expected to help the
local economy.

Abdullah emphasized
the state’s ongoing
journey towards peace,
noting that Jammu and
Kashmir is now on the
path of lasting peace
after decades of unrest.

Tourism is another
major focus, with the
government project

LoP Sunil Sharma expresses
concern over “Pro-Pakistan”
Remarks in Assembly, Seeks action

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7:
Jammu and Kashmir
Leader of Opposition
(LoP) and BJP leader
Sunil Sharma has
expressed his concerns
over remarks made by

some of the members
related to engaging
in talks with Pakistan,
comparing development
situations in POJK and
our Union Territory, and
“glorifying” Pakistan.

In a written letter to J-K

Legislative Assembly
speaker Abdul Rahim
Rather on March 6, LoP
Sharma says, “| write to
you in my capacity as
the Leader of Opposi-
tion, deeply concerned
about certain remarks
being made on the floor
of this august House. It
has been observed that
discussions within the
Assembly are increas-
ingly veering towards
subjects such as engag-
ing in talks with Pakistan,
comparing the develop-
ment situation in Paki-
stan-occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (POJK) with

that of our
mTurntopage 9

Three civilians missing in Kathua, BJP
MILA raises issue in J&K Assembly

JAMMU, Mar 7 (Agen-
cies): A BJP MLA on
Friday raised in the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly the issue of
three civilians missing
from a village in Kathua
district, and sought a
response from the gov-
ernment.

Officials said the
three, who were on
way to attend a wed-
ding, went missing on
Thursday night and a
massive search opera-
tion is underway in Lohai
Malhar area of Kathua
district to trace them.

As the Assembly ses-
sion began for the day,

BJP member Satesh
Sharma raised a point
of order to inform the
House about the missing
civilians in Lohai Malhar
area of Billawar constitu-
ency.

“l want to inform you
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about the missing three
civilians. We want to
seek answers from the
government,” Sharma
said.

In response, Speaker
Abdul Rahim Rather

said the Question Hour
mTurnto page 9
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ing a volume of 2.36
crore tourists in 2024.
Events like the Kashmir
Marathon, which hosted
1,800 global partici-
pants, and the growing
popularity of places like
Shiv Khori and Dudh
Pathri, led to the inflow
of tourists in the state.

The budget has pro
visioned Rs 390.20
crore for tourism devel-
opment, with plans to
increase homestays,
promote water sports,

mTurntopage 9

J-K CM Omar No proposal in place to impose
Abdullah blanket ban on private practice
announces of Doctors across J&K: Minister

200 units of
free electricity
for AAY
families,

free rides to
women in govt
buses

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, in his budget
speech today, unveiled
a significant relief mea-
sure, announcing 200
units of free electricity
for families under the

JAMMU, Mar 7 (Agen-
cies): Health Minister
Sakina Itoo on Friday
said that there is no

ted to their obligations
within the public health-
care system and priori-
tize their duties towards
the patients they serve,
without any distractions
or conflicts of interest.”
She said.

She added thatin case,
any complaint regarding

formal proposal to
impose a blanket ban on
private practice of doc-
tors across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Replying to a ques-

Antyodaya Anna Yojana . . .
(AAY) and transport tion of MLA Pulwama private practice by doc-
benefits. Waheed Ur Rehman tors during duty hours

Para, the minister, said
that presently, there is
no formal proposal or ini-
tiative in place to impose
a blanket ban on the pri-
vate practice of doctors
across J&K.

“However, it is crucial
to emphasise that doc-
tors are strictly prohib-
ited from engaging in
private practice during
their official duty hours
or while serving in
emergency duty roles.
This policy ensures that

is received, the depart-
ment takes immediate
and decisive action.
“Orders are promptly
issued for enquiring the
matter and if the allega-
tions are substantiated,
the private practice of
the concerned doctor
is banned throughout
the Union Territory. This
serves as a deterrent
and highlights the com-
mitment of the admin-
istration to uphold the
integrity and focus of the

Omar Abdullah said
that 200 units of free
electricity will be provid-
ed to all AAY families in
J&K. He also announced
that from April 1, women
will be allowed free
travel in all government-
operated transport,
including e-buses.

Additionally, AAY ben-
eficiaries will receive 10
kg of free ration every
month from April 1, and
marriage assistance for

girls under the AAY cate- A o
gory has been increased healthcare professionals doctors serving in the
mTumtopage9 = remain fully commit mTurn to page 9
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2 OBITUARIES/ LOCAL

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, March 07, 2025

OBITUARY/MO0TH DAY KRIYA

With profound gref and somow, we
would like to inform about the untimely
demise of Sh. Mohan Shah Sio (Lata)
Sh. Prem Nath Shah of Marand,
Mattan District Anantnag, Kashmir, at|
lpresent House No. 5, Lane 1, Adarsh
Magar, Paloura, Jammu.

Tenth Day falls on 10-03-2025 and
will be performed at Akhnoor Ghat.
Assambly will be held at residence at
11:30 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smit. Suman Shah- Wife Sh. Mohan ‘Shah
Smi. Pyari and Mr. Maharaj Shah- Sister-in-Law and Brother
Mrs. Sheetal and Mr. Rohin Ji- Sister and Brother in Law

Mrs. Poonam and Ankit Chaturvedi - Sister and Brother in Law
Mrs Ruchi and Mr. Rakesh Thusoo- Sister and Brother in Law
Smi. Nisha and Sh. Amit Shah- Daughter in Law and Son
Contact: 9999361796, 9419279629, 9906730378

17TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and somow, wa inform the sad
demise of our belowed Mother Sml Veena
Kumari, Wia Sh. Satpal Choudhary, Rio Sec - O,
Sainik Colony, Near Tiny Tots School, |
1Tth Day, Kriya will be performed at ocur residence |5
on 8-03-2025, 9:00 am - 12:.00 Noon.
|
Wl

GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt. Veena Kumari

Sh. Sat Paul Choudhary (Husband)

sons

Labbu Choudhary & Rajinder Choudhary (Mangu)
Daughters & Son-in-law

Sapna Choudhary & Vishal Dhiman

Pooja Choudhary & Vikas Choudhary

Grand Sons and Daughter

L Jaiwin, Avyukt Shree & Revathi Shree

Ph. No. - 3419223297, 8716011285

TENTH DAY |

[|With profound grief and somrmow, we
" inform the sad demise of our beloved
| Smt. Nancy Dhar W/o Sh. Deepak
' Dhar R/o Chattabal, Srinagar A/P H.No.
} 16173, Vivek Vihar, Paloura.
| The 10TH DAY will be peformed on 12-03-
| 202 5 (Wednesday) at Thalwal (B haderkali),
| Jammu and ASSEMBLY will be held at
| Mt hi Ghat (Near Education office, Jarmmu) B
" at 11 AM Sharp.

| GRIEF STRICKEM
|| Jai Kishor Dhar/Prabhyigri (Mother- in-law)

| Drewspak Dhar (Hus band)

| Daughters and Son-+n- laws

i Meha Dhar Sharma and Anuj Sharma

| Sapna Dhar Bhat and Rahul Bhat

Samast Parivaar Dhar, Safaya, Mattoo, Pandita, Koul,
| Bakshi, Sharma and Bhat Families.

[|MOB. NC: 9798407446, BEGTBE1675, 9103171700

SMT. NANCY DHAR

Seema Gupta (Rano) Rfo Udhampur on 05/03/2025. .
FIFTH DAY wil be performed on 8th March 2025

Father-in-law & Mother-in-law
Sh Chaman Lal Gupta & Smt Nirmala Gupta
Brothers-in-Law & Sisters-in-Law

5h Bharat Bhushan Gupta & 5mt Anju Bala
5h Rakesh Gupta & Smt Sindhu,
Sksters-in-Law & Brothers-in-Law

Smi Jyoti Gupta & 5h Joginder Gupta

Smit Sapana Gupta & 5h Virnder Gupta
Sent Bandana Gupta & Sh Ashish Gupla

|Hﬂ.‘l-. 9419100109, 90863 22550
' TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we deeply regret]
to inform about the sad demise of our beloved
mother Smt. Pyar (Shama Bhat) W/o Lt. 5h.
Makhan Lzl Bhat onginally resident of Fatehpora
Anantnag (Kmr) at present H.No. €113, Sector
2 near M.Dass School Dumga Nagar Jammu.

The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed a
Akhnoor Ghat on 09.03.2025 (Sunday) and the
Mourning Assembly will be held at Muthl Gha
near Director School of Education at 10.30 A.M.
Grief Stricken

Dolly Bhat (Daughter-in-law)

Son & Daughter-in-law

Ravinder Bhat & Princy Bhat

Privanka Bhat, Pranoy Bhat & Dewanshi Bhat (Grand children)
Contact No. 9419131406, 8717031596

Smt. Pyari
(Shama Bhat)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform
the sad and untimely demise of our dear-
est §h Roop Krishan Ganjoo (Retd
AGM BSNL Jammu) Sio Late Pream
Math Ganjpo erstwhile resident of
Agahamam Lane Habbakadal Srinagar
Kashmir, presantly at Saptagiri Sanghvi
Hills Anand Nagar Ghodbunder Road
Thane West- 400615 (Mumbai) on 26-
02-2025 early hour.

The 10th, 11th & 12th Day Kriya of the
pious soul will be performed at Haridwar
on 6th, 7th & 8th March 2025.

Deeply Remembered By

SAMAST GANJOO & HAUSTU PARIVAR
9810008235 (MUNI)

9819389020 (MONL)

9819003735 (DEEPU)

Sh Roop Krishan
Ganjoo
(Retd AGM BSNL
Jammu)

- TENTH DAY KRIYA

We are observing the Tenth Day
Kriya of our respected and beloved
Shri Pran Nath Pandita S/o Janki
Math Pandita of Watterkhani, Kupwara
Kashmir, at present 121-E Wazir
Bagh, (near Nath Jewellers) Anand
Magar, Bhori Jammu, on March 12,
2025 at Akhnoor, on the banks of
Chenab River at 7 am.

This will be followed by gathering at Muthi Ghat, Near
Directorate of School Education al 11am the same day.

Venue of gathering: Muthi Ghat

Date: 12/03/2025

Time: 11am

Samast Pandita/Darvesh and Koul (Kutlari) Parivaar.

Shri Pran Nath Pandita

094193 20661, 098718 66063

10TH DAY KRIYA|

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Karamyogi father
Sh. Dina Math Saproo - Originally resident of
Krandigam, Bijbehara, at present B-28 Vasant
Vihar Takab Tillo Jammu.

10th Day Kriya will be perfiormed on 12th
March, 2025 at Akhnoor, Assemibly will ba hald
at Muthi Ghat near Director of Schoal
Education at 10 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Phodla Saproo - Bhabhi

Girija Kol and BN Koul (Daughier and Son-in-Law)

Sarla Koul and BL Koul {Daughter and Son-in-Law)

Duilar Dhar and Vigay Kumar Dhar (Daughter and Son-in-Law)

Ram Kdehan Saproo and Basanti Shah [Son and Daughte rin-Law)
Mobile - 9419123298, 8418207067

TENTH DAY

With probund grel & semosw, we inlorm sad demise of our
beioved mothar, Smi. Anjall Dhar Wio L1 5h. Mand Lol
Lhar R Laer Gandarzal At N-11 Pandil Calaay Sholdpurs
Bushpaim.

The Tenth Day Kriya il be pedormed on 10032025
[ Marlay) al Sharyad Shiv Mandir Opp. GB. Panth Hosial
Sormuaral T A i
GRIEF STRICKEN

Surnoer Dhas - Son

Sons & Daughiers-in-laws

Moyl Knshan Dkae & Anisll Drar
Kukdaeg Dhar & Pammy Dhar
Haw Dhar & SinEa Dhas
Daughter & San-n-law

Ruby GaseiDnar & Sangpy Gms
Kiran Kumar Bazaz & Veano G, - Brother & Siater-inJdaw

O Krtshegn Bazar and Sadia Baraz - Brother & Saterdn-<daw

Grand Children | Ayeshimaan Dhas, Cheshia Dhar, Shivansh Oassl Shroesth Gass|
Samasih Dhar, Bazaz & Raina Padvar

Ph. Mo, 9597031303, TOOS30H0TSE, T0OSH7T00E

10TH DAY

With profourd griel and sormow, we Inform the ead
demize of aur beloved St Krisbna Devi Yo
ledan SinghJarmaal and Motherof Ex. Prasidenijg
Shri Amar Kshatriya Rajput Sabha a2nd Senior 8
BJP eader {Kr. Marayan Singh Jamwal) Fie Hoko.
32 Fatu Chowgan Palzl BazarJammu.

10th Day waill he perormed on Bth March, 2025
(Saturday] 11.00 Al at Ranl Perk Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEN

ldadan Singh Jamwal Hus band

Brother amnd B hald

Late Sh Gurdyal Singh and Smt Satya Devi

Sh. Bachan Sirgh Jamwaland SmiKamia Dewvi
Son & Duag bber-in=-Law

Kr. Maryan SnghJamwal & Smi. Miaha Jarmwal
Dawghters & Son-in Law

Smt Chander HKarte & Sh. Bahir Singh

Sme. Meens Bandral & Late Sh. Remeeh Singh Bandral
Smt. Sushma Devi & Sh. Surirder Sing b Slaihia

Smt. Sushesla Manhaa & Sh. Naryan Singh Manhaa
kir. Ehavizhyatl Jamwal Grandaon

Grand Daughters and Grand Son in law

Or. Mamaha Jamwa | & M. Maray Baleria

Mrs. Yaghvi Jarrwal & Mr. Adilya Rana

Sh. Dina Nath Saproo

Smit. Anjali Dhar

Mob.: 9419193937

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Loved Ones may leave this world,
but never our hearts.

They walk beside us in every step,
unseen, yet felt in every moment,
Forever loved, Forever missed.
With profound grief and sorrow we in-
form the sad and untimely demise of our
beloved Smt. Jeeta Pandita Miya W/o
Sh. Vinod Kumar Miya, originally resi-
dent of Kocha Nidhan, Rainawari, Srina- |\
gar, Kashmir at present 2215 coronation |*
tower, Gaur Saundaryam, Greater Noida
West {UR). who left for heavenly abode. SM- Jeeta Pandita Miya
Tenth Day Kriya will be held on 11th March 2025 [Tuesday) at

8.30 AM at Murad Magar, Ghaziabad (UP).

Grief Striken

5h. Vined Kumar Miya (Husband)

Sh. Vikas Miya and Smt. Divya Miya [ Son and Daughter in law)
Miya's, Raina's Pandita's, Ganjoo's, Bhat's and Paliwal's.

Divik, Aarna, Ritvik, Cherry, Aadhya, Aagya, Akarsh & Lakshya (Grand Children)
Mob : 9818199753, 9999644660

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Math Raina orginally from Villagae Zainapora
Shopian. He departed for his heavenly abode on
05405-2055 @l tus nesidence Dire Nagar Sector-2,
Lane Mo.2, Banmus, Jammu,
The Tanth Day Kriya wil be parformed on Friday|
14th March, 2025 at Akhnoor. The Assambly will

be held & our residence Dina Magar, Sec-2, Lang
No.2, Barmai, Jamimu al 900 A6

GIRIEF STRICKEM

Shri Soom Nath Raina - Father

Sml Babk Rana - Wife

Sons & Daug hters -in-daw

Shri Rohit Rana & SmL Jyoti Rana

Shri Amit Raina & Smt Shilpi Rana
Brothers & Bhabis

Shri MK Raina & Smi. Vieena Raina

Shri Deepak Rana & Smi. Sugeena Rana
Shri Vimal Reina & Smi. Nirdosh Raina
Sigter & Brother-in-daw

Smi Kalpana Kouwl & Shei Ashish Koul
Gmand Children: hia Raina, Pear Raina, Uddeshya Raina
Mob No: TEBI853125, 9149762924, 8551842204, G800T 0048

SH. MOTI LAL RAINA

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

Wit pmfound grief & someie, we regrat fo inform the sad
demise of Late 5h. Vidya Bagar Dutia 3' Law Sh
Arant Rarn Dutla Ria 402 Julska Mohaila Jamm.

10th Diay wil e pedoamiad on B March (Saturday) 2025 st
100 AM to 12 Noon at Brahmin Sabla Parade Ground
Jameme,

Kriyn wil ba performad on © March (Sunday) 2005 af
12:00 Moon at residence 402 Jaullaka Mohala Jammu
Tawi

Uthala wil be performed on 15 March (Satumay) 2025
from 4:00 PMin %00 PW at Behmin Sabha Parade
Ground Jamemy.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons & Doughter-n-low

3h. Banjay Dulta & Sm1. Presti Dulta

B Raman Dulta & Smi. Nisral Dulta

5h. Dwspak Dutla

Grand Children : Indar Dulla, Aadhya Dulk

Late Sh. Vidya Sagar
Dutta
(0.0.0. 27-02-2025)

Mobllo No.: BBO36 20241, THAOTOA0L], B415 120730

| TENTH DAY /KRIYA/ UTHALA

| With profound griel and somow, wa inform thep
sad demise of our beloved Smt. Vinay Sharma

\Wife of 3h. Parshotam Sharma Rio Pritamp

| Lange, Canal Road, Jammu.

ET&mﬂ! Day wil be performad an 7.032025

{Friday) at our residence. Time 11:00 AM.

Kriya Karam will ba performed on 8.03 2025

| (Saturday) at our residence. Time 12:00 Noon.
Uthala will be performed on 08-03-2025
(Saturday) at Hari Ghat Mandr, Cand Read,

| Opposite R.R.L Lab, Time: 4 pm o 5 FM.

| GRIEF STRICKEN

1 5h, Parsholam Shama (Husband)

ESnn and Daug hter-in-law

S'Mr. Karan Sharma and Mrs. Parul Sharma

| (Daughter and Son-indaw )

{Mrs Shubeni Shama and Mr. Suresh Shama

|Mrs Robil Sharma & Mr. Vinay Sharma.

| All Banathla Family

| 9796889899, 9419141173

OBITUARY

With profound grief & sorrow, we reg ret inirform the sad
demise of our beloved Smt Shanta Razdan (Dio Late
Shri Plambar Nath Shasti of Rainawar], Rio 137,
Vikas Nagar Sarwal Jammu (Origirelly Rio Sheetal
Nath Srinegar, Kashmi) pesenily at L-Block, House
No. 68, Sector- 11, Nolda has left for heave nify a bode §
on 04-03-2025. I
GRIEF STRICKEN

Shri Poshiear Nalh Razdan (Husband)
(Dawghter in law and Sonj

3mi. Pocja Razdan and Karwal Razdan
(Daughter and Son in law)

3t Archina Jatu and Ay Jattu
GRAND CHILDREN

Sai Kiran Jattu

Sai Vaishnaw Jatty

Smt. Vinay Sharma

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and somow we inform{Es =
the =ad demise of our Motherf
Smt. Champa Sharma (Retd. Sr. iy
Gowvt.Teacher) Wo Sat pal Sharma Rfo
45517 Rajpura Mangetrian Jammu who
left for for haavenly abode on 26/02/25
Weanasday.

10TH DAY will be performed on 7/03/25
Friday our Residence at.10.00 am

KRIYA will be performed on 8/03/25
Saturday at our Residence 12:00 Noon.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Sons And Daughter in Law

Ramestwar Sharmma & Trishla Sharma

Anil Sharma & Raghi Sharma.

Birij Mohan Sharma. & Neslam Sharma
Rakesh Sharma & Indu Shanma.
Daughters & Son-in-Law

Suman Sharma & Kulbhushan Sharma.
Neeraj Mishra and Vinay Mishra,

Grand Children and Great G rand Children.

Smt. Champa Sharma
(Retd.Sr.Govt. Taacher)

(M) 9906244335, 9419262740

TENTH DAY KRIYA |

‘With profound griel and sorma, we inform you that the l
i demise of 5h, Roghan Lal Bhat Son of Lale Shi
Kanth Bhat, Orginally fom Vilage Charmed, Baa mula.
He departed for his heavenly abode on 28th Febuary
226l his maidence Hyusa Mo, 16, Lane No_ 2, Sharda
ihar, Sarglabagh Jammu.

The TENTH DAY KRINA will bs perbmed on Sundoy Ot
March 2025 _at Mo Bladetkal. Thalwal

The ssasmbly will take ploce ot House MNo. 15, Shoda Vhar,

Sangtratngh, Jamew ot 1100 AM.

GREF STRICKEN

Sret Baard Bhal and Shil Cramen Lad Bhat BHANS AND BHABHI
SOH AND DRUGHTER N LAW

e Jyod Bhatand Bhe Rekesh Rmhan

et Flokua Bt orvd S B Foch

Sl Mewraikal Ehatand Simi dndlEumar Bhat

DAUGHTERASD 50H B LAW

el Skl Frorelt o 51 At Pt

GRANDCRLOREN: Hifk, Kmhih, Avka Arys Alre Ma i, Parburd
WORLE N POMIISA0S, D0TRI L SR MY, WEN0NY

BHAT

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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LOCAL/ADVT 3

LG Manoj Sinha inaugurates Tawi Festival
organised hy Hani Ta"ra Charitable TI'IIS

QFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE EMGINEER, MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL

DIVISION JAMMU

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Short Term)

Dated: 05.03.22025
Due : 15.03.2025

MHDI/e-NIT 246 of 2024-25

On behalf of the President of India, e-tendears in two cover system an turnkey basis are
invited from registered/reputed firms having sufficient relevant experience for thie work
mentioned below:

5. | Description of work F'I'D]ﬁl._?t Estl Earnest Cost of tender lime ':!r Eligibility
NG uthority ;T;fr document completion) - rtarion of
Bidder
1 | Providing & Imstallation | Frincipal | 1,19 | Rs.3000.00 | Rs 200,00 in the 10 days |Registered &
of MHew Exhaust Fans, IGEDC | pacsinthe Shaps of | chape of Challan Reputed firms
Wall hanging fans along “1‘:“"'""" :';:I‘i':e:r":?“ through JBK Gavt., having
with allied works at u Treasury indicating .
manths . ) ) sufficient
Too N R ¢ art, literature and his- art and culture. We For sustainable devel- gi“[:::‘ﬁ' “_:&‘:'l;“ Govi. pladgad to the E’fdﬂfl;"!_:ﬂ'-l‘f“e' Ho. experience as
op News Repor tory. need to have a fine bal- opment we need more " e L:;”;;r'",:m nd f.;,,. :IZI r:cd:am: of per  Annexurs
JAMMU, Mar 7 : Lieu- The Lieutenant Gov- ance between Tech creative leaders. Our Pivision Jammu | work duly credited to "CT o similar
tenant Governor Manoj ernor highlighted the nology and Arts. The efforts to connect the DO53-FPWD nature of

Sinha inaugurated the
3rd edition of Tawi Fes-
tival organised by Hari
Tara Charitable Trust
(HTCT), at Amar Mahal
Palace, Jammu.Jammu
travel packages

The event also marked
the beginning of Golden
Jubilee celebration com-
memorating 50 years of
Amar Mahal Museum
and Library.

In his address, the
Lieutenant Governor
extended his felicita-
tions to Dr. Karan Singh
and everyone associated
with the Hari Tara Chari-
table Trust for organizing
the unique festival, and
bringing together experts
and practitioners from
different fields to share
and highlight new ideas
in

valuable contribution of
artists and litterateurs in
inspiring change in the
society and enriching
the global knowledge
platforms.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said, “Art is the
essential element for
building an enlightened
society and helping the
growth of citizens with
value system and cre-
ativity. Art and Culture
is as important for a
prosperous and peace-
ful world as science and
technology.

Science and Technol-
ogy has provided new
facilities and redefined
the way human society
works and lives. But the
modern instruments are
incomplete without rich
and vibrant tradition of

role of new inventions of
science and technology
in making our civilization
alive is incomparable.
Therefore, | believe that
society needs artists and
spiritualists along with
scientists”.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor reiterated the com-
mitment of the govern-
ment, under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, to work
with the resolve of ‘Vikas
Bhi Virasat Bhi'.

He further emphasized
the important role of art-
ists and intelligentsia
in promoting education
based on local culture,
moral values and tradi-
tional knowledge.

“Society’s economic
development is powered
by art and culture.

young generation with
our culture and values
should be further deep-
ened,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor also shared the
dedicated measures
taken by the government
to promote rich diversity
and uniqueness of artis-
tic, cultural and linguistic
heritage of Jammu Kash-
mir.

Dr. Karan Singh, former
Union Minister and Chair-
man, Hari Tara Charita-
ble Trust; Trustees and
members of the Trust
and various dignitaries
including Sh Vikrama-
ditya Singh, Ajatshatru
Singh, Dr Jyotsna Singh,
Ritu Singh, Martand
Singh; senior officials of
Police and Civil admin-
istration and renowned
artists were present.

Jammu and Kashmir govt allocates Rs 86 crore for
construction of 250-bed MCCH in Anantnag

ANANTNAG, Mar 7
(Agencies): The Jammu
and Kashmir govern-
ment has allocated Rs
86 crore for the con-
struction of a 250-bed
Maternity and Child
Care Hospital (MCCH)
in Anantnag.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah announced on
Friday that the new facil-
ity will be established
within the premises of
Government Medical
College (GMC) Hospital
at Janglat Mandi, Anant-
nag.

Currently, maternity
and child care services
are provided at a facility
in the congested Sherb-
agh area, which has long
been deemed unsafe by
the Roads and Buildings
(R&B) Department and
Fire and Emergency
Services since 2014.

Despite its deteriorat-

ing condition, the hospi-
tal remains the primary
choice for expectant
mothers and newborns,
handling over 40,000
Out-Patient Department
(OPD) visits and around
7,000 in-patient admis-
sions each month.

Originally designed for
just 40 beds, the existing
maternity ward operates
far beyond capacity, with
only two labour wards,
four surgical wards, and
a single operation the-
atre to accommodate
the increasing patient
load.

At times, two to three
patients are forced to
share a single bed, sig-
nificantly raising the risk
of infections and medi-
cal complications.

The poor hygiene con-
ditions in the wards and
operating rooms have
contributed to high rates

of cross-infections.

The safety concerns
surrounding the current
facility remain.

In the last two months
of 2024 alone, the Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU) witnessed two
electrical short circuits,
though both were con-
tained before causing
major damage.

In 2015, a fire partially
damaged the OPD,
leading to a temporary
relocation to the then
District Hospital prem-
ises at Janglat Mandi.

However, political
intervention resulted in
the facility being shifted
back to the unsafe build-
ing within a day.

Another fire incident
in March 2022, caused
by a gas leakage at the
ticket counter, left 12
people, including two
children, injured.

Efforts to relocate the
facility have faced road-
blocks.

In 2015, the govern-
ment proposed shifting
the hospital to Reha-
mat-i-Alam Hospital on
KP Road, which was
previously managed by
a local trust. While Rs
13 crore was spent on
constructing the top two
floors of the building, the
plan was abandoned
after an IIT Jammu
safety assessment
found that the structure
did not meet post-2005
earthquake safety stan-
dards.

The institute recom-
mended retrofitting and
reinforcing the Vvital
beams of the older
floors, built two decades
ago by the trust, at an
estimated cost of Rs
8 crore. However, the
proposal was eventually
shelved.
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Jammu and Kashmir will give a befitting reply to
those who insult Maharaja Hari Singh: Chugh

OFFICE OF STATE DRUGS CONTROLLER

FOOD

NTROL OR

ANISATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

K. JAMM

Whereas Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisements) Act, 1954
relates to regulation enacted to control the advertisement of drugs in certain cases,
to prohibit the advertisement for certain purposes of remedies alleged to possess
magic qualities and to pravide for matters connected therewith;

Whereas it has been observed that certain nefarious elements are indulging in
certain omissions/contraventions like advertisement of certain drugs for treatment of
certain diseases and disorders; misleading advertisements relating to drugs making a
false claim; advertisement of magic remedies for treatment of certain diseases and
disorders; import into, and export from, India of certain advertisements in violation
to the provisions laid down under the said regulation;

Whereas the above regulation provides for below penalties for who so ever
contravenes any of the provisions of the said Act :

(a) in the case of the first conviction, with imprisonment which may extend to six
months, or with fine, or with both;
(b) in the case of a subsequent conviction, with imprisonment which may extend to

BJP Condemns National Conference Leader’s Remarks

on Maharaja Hari Singh

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: Bharatiya Janata
Party’s National General Secre-
tary and Jammu and Kashmir
in-charge, Tarun Chugh, strongly
condemned the comments made
by the National Conference
regarding Maharaja Hari Singh.

He stated that the contribution
of the great ruler of Jammu and
Kashmir, Maharaja Hari Singh Ji,
is an integral part of the region’s
culture, history, and identity. Not
only did he play a significant role
in the progress of the state, but he
also made a historic contribution
to its integration with the Indian
Republic.

Addressing the media, Chugh
reaffirmed the party’s commit-
ment to upholding the rich legacy
of Maharaja Hari Singh, a leader
whose contributions to Jammu and
Kashmir remain unparalleled.

Chugh emphasized that Maha-
raja Hari Singh was not merely a
ruler but a visionary leader who
spearheaded progressive reforms,
modernization, and inclusive gov-
ernance. His contributions to edu-
cation, healthcare, and administra-
tion played a pivotal role in shaping
Jammu and Kashmir’s socio-eco-
nomic landscape.

Chugh added that it is unfortu-
nate that some individuals, driven
by political selfishness and nar-
row-mindedness, continue to insult
Maharaja Hari Singh Ji. He assert-
ed that such attacks are not just
an affront to the identity of Jammu
and Kashmir but also an attempt to
hurt the sentiments of millions who
revere the Maharaja as their ideal.

“Maharaja Hari Singh introduced
landmark reforms that safeguard-
ed the rights of marginalized com-
munities and promoted social jus-
tice. His secular outlook fostered
communal harmony in the region.
Any attempt to malign his legacy is
unacceptable and must be retract-
ed immediately,” Chugh asserted.

Expressing deep disappointment,
the BJP urged political leaders to
exercise caution and responsibility

when commenting on historical fig-
ures. Chugh called upon National
Conference leader Omar Abdullah
and his party to issue a clarification
and retract the remarks, stating
that such statements only create
unnecessary controversy and hurt
public sentiments.

He further reiterated the BJP’s
commitment to preserving and
honoring the contributions of his-
torical leaders who played a crucial
role in shaping Jammu and Kash-
mir’s identity.

Speaking on the July 13, 1931,
incident, Chugh reaffirmed the
BJP’s stance, calling it a “black day
and a day of betrayal.” He stated
that the party would continue to
uphold the truth of history and
counter any attempts to distort it.

Chugh concluded by stating that
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir will never tolerate such insult-
ing statements and actions. Any
forces attempting to distort history
or undermine the contributions of
great leaders will be given a befit-
ting reply.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
along with the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, is ready to take every
possible step to protect the honor
of their great hero.

one year, or with fine, or with both,

Now, therefore, it is informed through the medium of this notice that if any person
fentity who indulges in any activity related to misleading advertisement of magic
remedies for treatment of the disease or disorder or condition covered under the
Schedule /Regulation(sections 3(d) and 14)( ie Appenditis  Artenipscierosis, Blindness , Blood
Polsoning, Brights disease. , Cancer, Cataradt, Deathess, Diabates , Diseases, disorders of the brain,
Diseases and disgrdars of the opbical system Disezses and disorders of the uterus . Disarders of
menstrual fow, Disordars of the nenvous system, , Disorders of the prostalic gland, Dropsy. Epllepsy,
Female diseases (i general) , Fevers (in general). , Fis, Forms and structure of e female
bust,, Gall stones, kdney stones and Madder stones, Gangrene , Glaucoma, , Goltre, , Heart diseases,
» My or fowy Blpod pressure,, Rydrocele, Rystana, Infantite parafesis, Tnsamiy, Leprosy, Deucodenma,
Lockiaw, locowmofor alfaxia, Lupws, . Menows debilly, Obsesty,. Paralss, Pague. |, Mewnsy,
Priewmorva, Ribeumabism., Ruplores, Sexval impolence, Smaloox, | Stafure of persons, Senilily in
wormen,, Trachoms, Tubercuosts, Tumowrs, , Tiohoid fever, Uloers of gastroitesting! tracts, Venereal
diesasas, including syphils, gonorrhea, soft chanore, venereal granuloma and limpho granuiloma)
shall invite action as contemplated under the provisions laid down under the said
regulation by the empowered authorities.

The public at large is requested to report any incidence which contravenes the
provisions of the saidfct to the Controlling cumLlicensing Authority @
controllerdrugsfoodjk@amail .com,0191-2538527 for appropriate action against the
offenders as per the legal provisions.

Mo DFOYD-279¢5503-5521 Date : 05.03.25

Sd-
State Drugs Controller,

Drugs & Food Control Organization,
J&K, Jamrnu

DIP/T-10802/24
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EDITORIAL

Strengthening
National Language

anguage is not just a medium of
communication but also a powerful

symbol of cultural identity, unity, and
national pride. In India, Raj Bhasha (Official
Language) holds a special place as a unify-
ing force among the diverse linguistic land-
scape of the country. Hindi, designated as
the Raj Bhasha of India under Article 343 of
the Constitution, serves as a crucial bridge
connecting people from different regions
and backgrounds. Promoting Raj Bhasha is
essential for national integration, adminis-
trative efficiency, and cultural preservation.

India is a multilingual country with 22
official languages recognized under the
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. How-
ever, Hindi, written in the Devanagari script,
has been given the status of Raj Bhasha to
ensure smooth communication across dif-
ferent states and government departments.
The promotion of Raj Bhasha strengthens
national unity by providing a common lan-
guage for governance, education, and daily
communication.

In a country where linguistic diversity
sometimes creates barriers, Hindi plays
a crucial role in bridging gaps. It fosters
better coordination between the central
government and states, facilitates effective
administration, and enhances participation
in governance. Moreover, promoting Raj
Bhasha does not undermine regional lan-
guages but rather ensures that there is a
common platform for communication while
respecting linguistic diversity.

The Government of India has taken several
steps to promote Raj Bhasha and encourage
its widespread use in official and public
domains.

In the modern era, digital platforms and
mass media have played a crucial role in
the promotion of Raj Bhasha. Television
channels, newspapers, radio programs, and
social media platforms contribute signifi-
cantly to the widespread use of Hindi.

The Hindi film industry (Bollywood) has
had a profound influence on the growth and
popularity of Hindi worldwide. Through
movies, songs, and dialogues, Hindi reaches
millions, fostering a sense of connection
and pride.

With the rise of the internet, Hindi con-
tent has expanded exponentially. Websites,
blogs, and YouTube channels in Hindi pro-
vide information, entertainment, and edu-
cation to a vast audience.

Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and
Instagram allow users to communicate in
Hindi, making it more relevant in daily life.
Many government websites and mobile
applications are now available in Hindi to
encourage its use.

The publication of Hindi books, maga-
zines, and newspapers continues to grow,
providing a vast collection of knowledge
in Raj Bhasha and preserving the linguistic
heritage.

In higher education, business, and inter-
national communication, English remains
the dominant language, often sidelining
Hindi. Some regions strongly prefer their
native languages, making the widespread
acceptance of Raj Bhasha challenging. Many
scientific, legal, and technical terms still
rely heavily on English, requiring further
development of Hindi terminology in these
domains. Some sectors of society resist the
mandatory use of Hindi due to historical,
regional, or political reasons. While pro-
moting Hindji, regional languages should
also be encouraged, ensuring linguistic har-
mony. Efforts should be made to develop
and popularize Hindi terminology for scien-
tific, technical, and legal fields. Schools and
universities should introduce innovative
teaching methods to make learning Hindi
more engaging and practical. Both gov-
ernment agencies and private enterprises
should encourage Hindi use in official com-
munication, advertisements, and customer
services. More software, mobile applica-
tions, and websites should be developed in
Hindi to make digital content more acces-
sible to the masses.

Promoting Raj Bhasha is not just about
language; it is about fostering national unity,
cultural pride, and effective governance.
While English continues to be important
in global communication, Hindi serves as a
strong foundation for internal communica-
tion within India. By embracing Raj Bhasha,
India can strengthen its national identity
while preserving its rich linguistic diversity.

[tis the collective responsibility of the gov-
ernment, educational institutions, media,
and citizens to ensure the continued growth
and promotion of Raj Bhasha. With the right
efforts, Hindi can flourish as a powerful lan-
guage that unites and empowers the people
of India.

Special for International Women’s Day (March 8, 2025)

By: Amarpal Singh
Verma

eyond Equality: the
B Battle for Public Uri-
nals

In our country, women’s
rights are often talked
about. There is always a cry
for women to have equal
rights as men, but have we
ever thought that let alone
equality, even access to
public toilets is a big strug-
gle for women? Recently, it
was surprising to know that
an organization called Coro
India has to run a ‘right to
Pee’ campaign for women in
Mumbai. Under this cam-
paign, the establishment of
free, clean and safe public
urinals for women in the
busiest areas of Mumbai is
being advocated. From this,
it is not difficult to under-
stand that access to basic
facilities for women in the
country also remains a seri-
ous problem.

Urinals are easily available
for men on roads, markets,
bus stands and railway sta-
tions in small and big cities,
but such facilities for women
are either very few or are in
very poor condition. In such
asituation, women are forced
to hold urine or go to unsafe
and unhygienic places. The
consequences of which they
have to suffer in the form of
urinary tract infection (UTI),
kidney problems and other
diseases.

Many times public toilets
are in such an unsafe condi-

tion that women are afraid
to go there. Defecating in
public places in the open
affects their dignity and self-
respect.

Under Article 21 (right to
life and personal liberty)
and 15 (right to protection
against gender discrimina-
tion) of the Constitution, it
is the responsibility of the
government to provide basic
facilities to all citizens. Some
time ago, the Rajasthan High
Court has taken suo motu
cognizance of the lack of toi-
lets for women at workplaces
and public places and the
poor condition of the existing
toilets and has sought a reply
from the government. In its
order, the court has said that
women play the role of the
backbone of a developing
country. Women are facing
many health problems due
to the lack of toilets. The
court said that women who
go out of their homes look
for toilets but they either do
not find any toilet or it is not
clean enough, due to which
women hold back urine until
they reach home. The High
Court expressed concern
that due to lack of toilets in
the state, women drink less
water and hold back urine,
which can cause diseases.

The Chhattisgarh High
Court has also taken suo
motu cognizance of the lack
of toilets in 150 government
schools in Bilaspur district
and the toilets not being
usable in more than 200
schools and has sought a

reply from the government.
The High Court noticed that
due to the lack of toilets in
schools, female teachers and
girl students are affected as
they have to go to the open
field to urinate.

With the Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh High Court
taking cognizance, it is clear
that now this is not only a
social problem but has also
become a matter of legal
rights, but the big question
is when will this problem be
solved? Will women have to
raise their voice by running
a campaign for the right to
Pee everywhere on the lines
of Mumbai?

The important campaign
called ‘right to Pee’ launched
by Coro India to solve the
serious problem of women
draws attention to this seri-
ous issue. This initiative is
not limited to just ensuring
the availability of special uri-
nals for women, but it is a
big step towards protecting
the health, dignity and basic
rights of women.

The facility of clean and
safe urinals for women is
not a privilege but a basic
human right which they
must get. This is not only an
issue related to their health
but also a question of equal-
ity, dignity and self-respect.
The government, adminis-
tration and society togeth-
er will have to take serious
initiatives on this subject so
that women do not have to
struggle to get such a basic
right which is available to

men without any effort.

Hearing about this cam-
paign of Coro India seems
strange at first, but thinking
about it makes one under-
stand how serious this issue
is and why it is important to
discuss it? This campaign
challenges the mindset
of considering the lack of
public urinals for women as
a ‘normal situation’. Actu-
ally, this is a long-neglected
problem of women, which
needs a debate at the nation-
al level. The solution to any
problem comes only by talk-
ing. If we have a wide dis-
cussion on this, then this
demand of women will be
raised strongly. There will
be pressure on the govern-
ment and administration
and this will pave the way
to work towards making the
life of women more safe and
convenient.

It is important that more
clean and safe urinals be built
for women at public places.
There should be CCTV cam-
eras at outside women’s toi-
lets, proper lighting, sanitary
napkin vending machines
and regular cleaning. It is
important that the govern-
ment makes a clear policy
on this subject and immedi-
ately takes steps like making
women’s urinals compulsory
in new building plans. It is a
matter of shame for us to be
forced to run a campaign like
‘right to Pee’ on the lines of
right to education.

How can women be empowered in the era of ‘sex objectification’?

By: Dr. Satyawan
‘Saurabh’

girls are often sexualized
more than boys. This plat-
form has further amplified the
long-standing expectations for
young girls to adhere to specific
sexual narratives. Such behavior
reduces women to mere objects,
stripping them of their individ-
ual identity. The way women
are portrayed in advertisements
and similar media is not only
degrading but also undermines
their true worth and dignity. A
study has shown that girls are
portrayed in a more sexual-
ized way than boys, often seen
wearing revealing clothing and
adopting body language or facial
expressions that indicate sexual
availability. This objectification
and sexualization of girls in the
media has been linked to vio-
lence against women and girls
globally. The impact of exces-
sive sexualization on girls and
women can lead to anxiety
about their appearance, feelings
of shame, eating disorders, low
self-esteem, and depression.
Today, there is a growing
trend of objectifying women in
entertainment media. In Indian
films, social media, music
videos, and television, women
are often depicted as mere sex
objects. This phenomenon rep-

In the social media sphere,

resents a significant harm to
society, as it perpetuates harm-
ful stereotypes. Many films and
songs objectify the female form,
following a predictable pattern.
An entire generation has been
influenced to believe that life is
what is shown on screen. As a
result, women are often objec-
tified during “item dances” at
village fairs, local theater, and
various art forms, which are
attended by men of all ages.
Advertisements in newspapers,
magazines, radio, television, the
Internet, billboards, and flyers
often portray women in a sexu-
alized manner, with the aim of
attracting female customers. In
Indian society, there is a prevail-
ing belief that women are natu-
rally weak. Research on social
media shows that girls are sex-
ualized more often than boys,
increasing the pressure on teen-
age girls to fit into typical sexual
narratives. For example, there
is a deodorant ad that depicts
a woman as a ‘sex object,” sug-
gesting that she is attracted to
a man simply because he uses
that particular brand. This rep-
resentation turns women into
objects that do not have their
own identity. Such portrayals
in advertisements are not only
degrading but also undermine
the true status and dignity of
women.

Cases of violence against
women and girls are on the rise

in India, reflecting a disturb-
ing mindset that seeks revenge
against them. This trend rein-
forces harmful patriarchal ste-
reotypes that exist in society.
The phenomenon of “self-objec-
tification” makes women expe-
rience negative emotions such
as shame and anxiety, which
can cause them permanent
psychological damage. Unfortu-
nately, mass media in India has
largely failed to address issues
affecting women or empower
them to advocate for their rights
and achieve equality. Instead,
women often find themselves
focused on conforming to ideal
body images portrayed in the
media, neglecting their own
physical and mental well-being.
The objectification of women in
the media has a clearly harm-
ful effect on society. To combat
this, we need to increase social
support and initiatives aimed at
reducing the objectification of
girls and women. It is important
to establish and enforce laws
that promote gender equality
by eliminating discrimination
against women. This includes
promoting media awareness,
encouraging parent and family
involvement in media con-
sumption, ensuring religious
sensitivity, positive representa-
tion of girls in the media, teach-
ing youth life skills, and advo-
cating for egalitarian gender
norms within comprehensive

sex education. Only through
these efforts can we truly dis-
cuss women’s empowerment in
an era marked by sexual objec-
tification.

Recently, the ‘Boys Locker
Room’ incident surfaced on
social media, where porno-
graphic images of underage
girls were shared through
leaked conversations from a
certain group. It is important
to recognize that this incident is
not just an isolated incident of
young boys promoting rape cul-
ture; rather, it reflects a deeper
issue within our societal out-
look. Over the past few years,
there has been a rise in reports
of cyberbullying and harass-
ment. In view of this situation,
we urgently need strong legis-
lation that criminalizes cyber
violence against women and
girls. Without a dedicated law,
the existing IT Act and IPC only
serve as temporary measures,
proving inadequate to deal with
the scale of these issues. The IPC
was established much before
the digital age, and the IT Act
was primarily created to pro-
mote e-commerce rather than
address the unregulated online
environment. Hence, creating
a law that specifically targets
cyber abuse, harassment, and
violence against women will sig-
nificantly contribute to turning
the conversation towards safety
and equality.
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JAMMU, Mar 7: The
‘One Nation, One Elec-
tion’ proposal of the
union government under
PM Narendra Modi is a
transformative reform
that aims to synchronize
Lok Sabha and State
Assembly elections
across the country. This
initiative is expected
to bring political stabil-
ity, reduce electoral
expenses, and enhance
governance efficiency.

Sat Sharma CA, Presi-
dent, Jammu and Kash-
mir BJP and the Chief
Guest, said this while
addressing a massive
gathering of the senior
functionaries of differ-
ent social organizations
of Ward Numbers 47
and 48 of Bahu assem-
bly segment, in a pro-
gramme organized by
Bahu Fort Development
Committee Trust (Regd.)
at Bahu Fort, Jammu.

This programme was
organized by Kr. Rajeev
Charak, Chairman of
the Committee and Vice
Chairman Adv. Ishant
Gupta and Vice presi-
dent Hardesh Khokhar.

The programme aimed
at highlighting the signif-

icance of holding elec-
tions at different levels
at one time across the
country.

Sat Sharma said that
India, the world’s largest
democracy, holds elec-
tions frequently at differ-
ent levels—Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies.
This continuous cycle
of elections disrupts
governance, increases
administrative costs,
and diverts resources
from development work.
‘One Nation, One Elec-
tion’ idea seeks to estab-
lish a synchronized elec-
toral process to ensure
better governance and
economic progress.

Sat Sharma said
that the frequent elec-

tions require significant
financial and human
resources. The Election
Commission, security
forces, and government
machinery are mobilized
repeatedly, leading to
high expenditure. Hold-
ing elections simultane-
ously would drastically
cut down costs.

Priya Sethi, NEM and
former minister, said that
a single election cycle
would ensure better
utilization of resources
for national security and
law enforcement. She
said that a single elec-
tion across the country
will encourage higher
voter participation,
leading to a more rep-
resentative democracy.

She said that our coun-
try is almost always in
election mode. With 28
states, eight union ter-
ritories and nearly a bil-
lion eligible voters, polls
are a constant feature
of the nation’s political
landscape. One Nation,
One election would
bring down campaign
costs, ease the strain on
administrative resources
and streamline gover-
nance.

The key speaker,
Rajeev Gupta CA, also
Convenor, ‘One Nation,
One Election’ campaign,
said that a single election
would prove to be a path
to stability and develop-
ment and the people
should understand that

repeated elections are
not healthy for a country
with population of 140
crore people. He said
that with elections taking
place every few months,
governments often hesi-
tate to make bold policy
decisions due to the fear
of electoral backlash. A
synchronized election
cycle will allow leaders
to focus on governance
rather than being in con-
tinuous campaign mode.

Vivek Patyal, Vice
President, Saryara Bira-
dadri presented vote of
thanks.

Ex-corporators Sharda
Kumari and Hardeep
Mankotia, Gorkha
Biradari President
Karuna Chhetri, Shahi
Masjid Committee Bahu
Fort Vice President Shah
Mohammed, Chairman
Rameshwar Mandir,
Bahu Fort Kuldeep Raj
Gupta, Khajuria Biradari
Secretary Ankush Kha-
juria, Saryara Biradari
Vice President Vivek
Patyal, Sunny Sangotra,
Capt. Moti Lal, Savitri
Devi, Bharti Sangotra,
Subash Chander, Sumit
Kumar and others were
prominent among those
who attended this pro-
gramme.

BJP welcomes River Cruise MOU
between IWAI & JK-UT: GL Raina

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: River cruising in India
may be a new concept, but it is gain-
ing popularity particularly after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi flagged off MV
Ganga Vilas on the world’s longest
river cruise in 2023. It underscored the
growing fascination with river cruises
in India. River cruise is a unique way
of travel to experience life surround-
ed by nature and exploring riverside
towns and cities. Aware of the poten-
tial of River Cruises in further develop-
ing tourism sector in Jammu Kashmir,
Bharatiya Janata Party welcomes sign-
ing of Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) and the J&K
government to introduce luxurious river

cruise tourism in the region.

This ambitious project if executed
without politics and narrow economic
interest can establish Jammu Kash-
mir as a premier cruise destination for
both domestic and international tourists.
This was stated by Girdhari Lal Raina,
former MLC & spokesperson, J&K BJP.

In a statement issued from Jammu,
GL Raina appreciated the constant
guidance and push from the union gov-
ernment to expand economy in diverse
directions. He added that promotion of

Jammu Kashmir as River Cruising des-

tination will have other benefits for the
people of UT also like rejuvenation of
rivers and making them worth naviga-
tion once again.

He however cautioned against com-
placency by the UT government and
highlighted the need to do the ground
work in a manner to ensure seamless
operation of cruise services.

GL Raina hoped that the UT gov-
ernment will to facilitate required land
acquisition, clear all statutory neces-
sities, and also extend desired co-
operation to IWAI in completing their
part of the obligation. Once project is
completed the need to appoint cruise
operators to oversee smooth opera-
tions across these iconic waterways will
have to be ensured for nonexploitative

experience of the tourists.

Da11y-rated workers call on LG Brig Mishra

Top News Report

LEH, Mar 7: A delega-
tion comprising daily-
rated workers from Leh
and Kargil led by Phunt-
sog Angchuk called on
the Lieutenant Governor
of Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)
BD Mishra (Retd), at the
Lieutenant Governor’s
Secretariat. Deputy
Commissioner, Leh,
Santosh Sukhadeve,
and Director, Finance,
Dr Safdar Ali, IRS, were
present in the meeting.

Phuntsog Angchuk,
representing 1900 daily-
rated workers working in
different departments of
UT Administration, for
whom benefits of con-
solidated guidelines on
causal workers of DoPT
was recently extended

and various benefits
such as enhancementin
salaries along with dear-
ness allowances leaves
among other benefits
announced, expressed
their gratitude for the
LG’s intervention in
helping them achieve
their long-pending
demand.

He informed the LG
that extending the bene-
fits, particularly enhanc-
ing their salaries, would
immensely help the
families of all the 1900
employees.

The LG congratulat-
ed them and informed
them about efforts being
made by the Administra-
tion to extend benefits to
left-out employees from
the list of 1900 daily-
rated workers who are

working in various gov-
ernment departments.

He stated that a com-
mittee has been consti-
tuted to include all the
employees excluded
from the list of 1900
daily-rated employees
to look into their issues
and to provide minimum
wages to them to ensure
that they don’t face any
inconvenience in their
lives.

He also asked the
daily-rated and casual
employees to perform
their duties diligently
and help the citizens of
Ladakh.

The LG also apprised
the delegates of various
welfare schemes intro-
duced by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi for
the poor and needy,
such as Swachh Bharat
Mission (SBM)-Urban
and Grameen, Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), etc.

He also informed them
about steps taken by the
Government of India for
the representation of
women through one-
third reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha
and the state legislative
assemblies, etc.

Awareness Lecture on “Viksit
Bharat” organized at GDC Thathri

Top News Report

THATHRI, Feb 7: The
NSS Unit of Government
Degree College (GDC)
Thathri organized an
awareness lecture on
Viksit Bharat under the
guidance of Principal Dr.
Javed Igbal.

The event aimed to
educate students about
India’s vision of becom-
ing a developed nation
by 2047 and inspire
them to contribute
actively to nation-build-
ing.

The lecture highlighted
the importance of edu-
cation, innovation, sus-
tainability, and social
responsibility in achiev-
ing this ambitious goal.

Faculty members,
NSS volunteers, and
students participated

enthusiastically, engag-
ing in meaningful discus-
sions about the nation’s
growth trajectory.

The session covered
key aspects of Viksit
Bharat, including gov-
ernment policies, the
role of youth in driving
progress, and focus
areas such as self-
reliance, science and
technology, environ-
mental sustainability,
and research.

An interactive segment
allowed students to
share their perspectives
and seek guidance on
career opportunities and
government schemes.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks by
the faculty, who appre-
ciated the insightful dis-
cussions and encour-
aged students to play
an active role in shaping
a prosperous and self-
reliant India by 2047.

NHM Employees Association
Kishtwar mourns demise of
Abdul Aziz Ganai

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Mar 7:
The NHM Employees
Association, Kishtwar,
has expressed deep
sorrow over the pass-
ing of Abdul Aziz Ganai,
father of MMPHW
Block Mandi Poonch,
Raza Ganai. Aged 65,
he breathed his last at
his residence in Mandi,
Poonch, after a pro-
longed iliness.

Extending heartfelt
condolences, the NHM

lodi government reduced
unemployment in J&K”

family stands in soli-
darity with Raza Ganai
and his bereaved family
during this difficult time.
“We share their grief
and offer our unwav-
ering support,” said
the President of NHM
Employees Association,
Kishtwar.

The association prays
for the departed soul’'s
eternal peace and
strength for the family
to bear this irreparable
loss.

Massive investments, fair
employment policies boost economic

growth: Raman Suri
Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Executive Member
Raman Suri has lauded
the BJP-led government
at the Centre, under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, for
its relentless efforts in
reducing unemployment
in Jammu and Kashmir.

He attributed this posi-
tive transformation to
massive investments,
transparent employment
policies, and economic
reforms that have revital-
ized various sectors.

Highlighting the find-
ings of the latest Eco-
nomic Survey Report,
Suri emphasized that
J&K is witnessing an
era of unprecedented
economic growth.

He noted that the
unemployment rate,
which stood at 6.7%
in 2019-20, has now
declined to 6.1% in
2023-24, demonstrating
a significant improve-
ment in job opportunities
across the region.

“The government’s
policies have created
an environment where
both the private and
government sectors are
flourishing. The rise in
the Labour Force Par-
ticipation Rate (LFPR) to
64.3% and the Worker
Population Ratio (WPR)
to 60.4% in 2023-24
is proof that employ-
ment opportunities are
expanding,” said Suri.

He further highlighted
that 40,778 self-employ-

ment units have been
established, generating
jobs for nearly 1.16 lakh
youth, and that 35.28
lakh unorganized work-
ers have been registered
on the e-Shram portal
in the current financial
year.

Suri expressed his sat-
isfaction over the fact
that women and youth in
J&K are now opting for
self-employment instead
of solely relying on gov-
ernment jobs. “The gov-
ernment’s economic
policies are empower-
ing people, leading to a
self-reliant society,” he
stated.

The BJP leader also
praised the Union gov-
ernment for boosting
the per capita income
in J&K, which has now
surpassed Rs 1.5 lakh,
outpacing neighboring
states such as Punjab,
Delhi, and Himachal
Pradesh. He further
highlighted the remark-
able progress in the agri-
culture sector, with food
production growing by
over 7%, signifying self-
sufficiency in the region.

“The Modi govern-
ment’s vision for Viksit
Bharat is clearly visible
in Jammu and Kash-
mir. Be it education,
healthcare, tourism,
industry, or communi-
cation, every sector is
witnessing remarkable
growth. These efforts
will continue to ensure a
prosperous future for the
people of J&K,” Raman
Suri said.

ITM Jammu hosts ISYEP and IIT Jammu
E-SDP participants for educational visit

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: The
Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Jammu,
under the leadership
of Prof. B.S. Sahay,
Director, IIM Jammu,
hosted participants
from the Inter State
Youth Exchange Pro-
gram (ISYEP), orga-
nized under Nehru Yuva
Sangathan, Ministry of
Youth Affairs, Govern-
ment of India, along with
participants from the
IIT Jammu Advanced
Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development Pro-
gramme (E-SDP) for an
educational visit.

The initiative aimed to
provide participants with
insights into manage-
ment education, career
opportunities, and the
entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem at IIM Jammu.

The ISYEP partici-
pants represented five
districts of Haryana—
Mahendragarh, Rewari,
Gurugram, Sonipat,
and Jhajjar—bringing
together a diverse group
of young minds eager to
explore opportunities in
management education
and entrepreneurship.

A total of 25 ISYEP
participants in the first
half, followed by 25 par

ticipants from IIT Jam-
mu’s E-SDP program,
embarked on a compre-
hensive campus tour,
beginning at the Grand
Reception Area.

They explored key
landmarks such as the
Clock Tower, Court-
yard, Nalanda Library,
Smart Classrooms,
Mandapam Auditorium,
and the Vedanta MDP
Block, gaining firsthand
exposure to IIM Jam-
mu’s world-class infra-
structure and academic
excellence.

There was an interac-
tive career counselling
session, where par-
ticipants received valu-
able insights into future
career opportunities,
admission pathways to
IIMs and IITs, and stra-
tegic career planning.

The session witnessed
enthusiastic engage-
ment, with students
actively participating
and posing insightful
questions about their
aspirations and aca-
demic prospects.

A special session on
Entrepreneurship offer-
ings at DST iTBI IIM
Jammu was conducted
by Chief Innovation
Officer, IIM Jammu for
participants from the [IT
Jammu Advanced

Entrepreneurship and
Skill Development Pro-
gramme (E-SDP) and
Chief Innovation Offi-
cer, Srinagar for the par-
ticipants from the Inter
State Youth Exchange
Program (ISYEP), orga-
nized under Nehru Yuva
Sangathan, Ministry of
Youth Affairs, Govern-
ment of India.

The session provided
participants with key
insights into the startup
ecosystem, innovation,
and entrepreneurship,
encouraging them to
explore opportunities in
the evolving business
landscape.

By engaging with
young minds through
such initiatives, |IM
Jammu reaffirms its
commitment to nurtur-
ing future leaders and
entrepreneurs.

The institute continues
to play a pivotal role in
fostering skill devel-
opment, innovation,
and career aspirations
among youth across
India.

The visit was coordi-
nated and executed by
the PR team and the
Centre for Innovation,
Entrepreneurship, and
Skill Development, 1IM
Jammu.

SDM Paddar reviews progress of developmental works,
essential supphes in Sub Division Paddar

Top News Report

PADDAR, Mar 7: Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SMD) Padder, Dr. Amit
Kumar, conducted a
series of meetings with
all departments and
public representatives
today to assess the
progress of develop-
mental work and

ensure the availabil-
ity of essential supplies
in the aftermath of the
recent snowfall.

During the meetings, it
was confirmed that the
Pathernaki point is now
safe for traffic movement
from Padder to Kisht-
war. The concerned
departments have been

instructed to be alert
and promptly carry out
restoration work, includ-
ing ensuring water and
electricity supplies, and
restoring road connec-
tivity immediately and
report on daily basis.

Additionally, all ongo-
ing schemes for the
current financial year
must be completed as
per schedule. The SDM
emphasized the impor-
tance of prioritizing the
needs of the residents
and ensuring their well-
being in the wake of the
recent snowfall.

Public at large has
been requested to coop-
erate with the authorities
and report any issues or
concerns promptly.
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Actor-singer Paresh Pahuja says acting has not

Enjoying his moment under
the sun, talented actor-singer
Paresh Pahuja is hitting just the
right notes. Be it on the musi-
cal scene, where his songs
Dooron Dooron and Botalaan
are striking a chord with gen
next, or his ace part as Mahi, a
no holds barred fusion musician
in Bandish Bandits Season 2,
the new star on the block sure
is climbing the popularity charts.

In Chandigarh to kick-start
his nationwide tour, Paresh,
however, is nowhere like the
angst(y) Mahi. As gentle as his
musical compositions, he has
no hesitation in admitting that
indeed Bandish Bandits 2, has
given him the right push. And he
is forever grateful to the direc-
tor, Anand Tiwari, for the role,
which has many shades and is
so beautifully developed and
equally ably etched by him.

Donning many hats

No, he doesn’t think Mahi has
eclipsed his musical innings.
Rather, since he plays a musi-
cian in the series, it made view-
ers not only notice him as an
actor but also impelled them to
discover his music. Any wonder
Dooron...which he composed
two years ago is suddenly a
rage!

Between acting and music, he
would not choose one over the
other. If the Indian film industry
is known for actor-singers like
Kishore Kumar and now Diljit
Dosanjh and Ayushmann Khur-
rana, in Hollywood he reminds,
“Right from a Meryl Streep to a
Ryan Gosling sing and act.” He
too has been acting for a while
and made his debut in 2017 with
Tiger Zinda Hai. If the big break
in a dream production, no less
than YRF (Yash Raj Films) was
about being in the right place at
the right time, it has also been

Never compromised on my ethics
to make it big, says Kritika Kamra

Actress Kritika Kamra

a roller coaster, yet challenging,
ride since then.

If in Bandish Bandits 2 he
mentors lead protagonist Rad-
he’s band, one person who has
mentored him is the successful
filmmaker Ali Abbas Zafar. Seen
in three of Zafar’s directorial
ventures, including Tandav and
Jogi, apart from Tiger Zinda Hai,
in moments of doubt and uncer-
tainty, Paresh always turns to
him for advice. He avers, “If you
are surrounded by the right kind
of storytellers, the energy you
receive is very vital.” Having
rubbed shoulders with the likes
of Pankaj Tripathi and Salman
Khan, he has learnt another
important lesson on ‘how not to
hold, rather give back’.

Special connect with Punjab

One of the reasons why he
began his tour from Chandi-
garh is he found so much love
and support from this part of

the country. A Sindhi by birth,
he has this special connect
with Punjab and Punjabi,
beautiful language with even
more beautiful sound’, and also
courtesy his friend and lyricist
Shiv Tandan. If Paresh’s songs
have a fair smattering of Pun-
jabi words, they are infused with
Sufi mystic Bulle Shah’s poetry
too. And one Bulle Shah cou-
plet he lives by is Zeher vekh
ke peeta te ki peeta, Ishq soch
ke keeta te ki keeta, Dil de ke
dil lain di aas rakhi, Pyar eho
jeha keeta te ki keeta. (If you
drink poison with premeditation
or love before thinking, it is of no
use. If you give your heart with
expectations of reciprocation,
it's no love at all.)”
Interestingly, the name of his
concert Voice Notes too stems
from a love story of sorts; his
love for voice, ‘which has a cer-
tain truth and authenticity that

can’t be replicated and is as
unique as your finger prints’.
Besides, he is very much a
‘voice notes person’ and invari-
ably communicates with his
friends, family, music collabora-
tors and more through them. If
for him, ‘all love stories are per-
sonal and universal at the same
time’, he also professes, ‘every
art form must have that emo-
tional truth’. In Bandish Bandits,
he might have famously uttered
the lines, ‘There is music for the
soul and there is music for the
kitchen’, he believes, ‘Music is
all soul’.

Confident take

As the scene of independent
music is right now thriving
‘thanks to digital distribution and
collaborations across the world
easily possible’ as well as teem-
ing with more and more talent,
competition does not bother
him. “There are 8 billion people
on this planet. If you make your
music dil se, it will cut through
and find its listeners,” he says.

Ki main karaan ke main aavan
nazar tenu (what should | do so
you can see me)... right now the
artiste in him is certainly more
than visible to many art enthu-
siasts!

Classical music must reach
more audiences

As Mahi in Bandish Bandits
Season 2, Paresh Pahuja utters
many home truths on fusion
music, gharanas, making classi-
cal music accessible and more.

For someone not trained in
classical parampara, he would
not like to make any grand
statements except that clas-
sical music must reach more
and more audiences. Learning
sitar especially for the part was
no mean task. But for him, the
beauty of every new part is the
new learning that comes along.

has opened up about
the philosophy that has
followed through her
journey in the world of
acting and said she has
never sold her soul or
compromised her ethics
to make it big. “I have
always believed that
staying true to myself
is the key to long-term
success,” said Kritika.
“I never sold my soul or
compromised my ethics
to make it big. For me,
the journey has always
been about being proud
of the choices | make.”

It's not just about
fame for Kritka. “It’s
not just about the
fame or the spotlight;
it's about being able
to sleep peacefully at
night knowing | haven’t
betrayed my values.
That’s what keeps me
grounded, no matter
how challenging or
glamorous the industry
might be. | don’t want
to chase trends or con-
form to the pressures
of the industry. | want

my body of work to
reflect my beliefs, my
taste, and my growth.
The roles | pick are an
extension of who | am.

For me, it’s about tell-
ing stories that resonate
with people and leave a
lasting impression,” she
added.

Bollywood actress
Neha Sharma took to
social media to share
her love for Punjab,
describing her shoot-
ing experience in the
state as something truly
unique.

In a heartfelt post, she
mentioned that shooting
in Punjab hits her dif-
ferently, and therefore
she can’t stop falling
in love with the people
and place. Sharing her
video, Neha wrote,
“Shooting in Punjab hits
different..you can’t stop
falling in love with the
people and the place...
#sanjog.”

In the video, the “Youn-
gistaan’ actress is seen
sipping a tea as she
says, “When you are
a coffee person, but
when you are in Punjab,
you are a tea person.
Cheers.”

Neha has been making
the most of her time in

Richa and Ali announce the second edition of Undercurrent

Lab 2025, a platform to empower women in cinema

Ahead of Women’s
Day, Richa Chadha
and Ali Fazal have
announced the second
edition of Undercurrent
Lab 2025 to empower
more women in cinema.
The initial workshop was
a first-of-its-kind, hands-
on training programme
that selected 10 talented
women through a rigor-
ous interview process to
master the art of lighting
for cinema.

Over the week-long
crash course, these
women received direct
mentorship from expe-
rienced cinematogra-
phers, gaining invalu-
able on-field experience

by working as trainees
on active film sets.

Richa shared, “The
success of the first edi-
tion of Undercurrent Lab
has been nothing short
of inspiring. We wit-
nessed incredible talent
and passion as these
women not only learned
the technical intrica-
cies of lighting but also
embraced the creative
spirit of cinema.”

“Their achievements,
especially with some
joining the nearly all-
women crew of Girls
Will Be Girls, affirm our
commitment to nurturing
female talent in every
facet of filmmaking.”
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With Undercurrent Lab
2025, Richa said they

were taking a bold step
forward. “We are intro-

ducing a new depart-
ment that will offer com-
prehensive training in
various aspects of film
production, ensuring
that more women get
the chance to break into
this competitive indus-
try.”

“This initiative is about
creating opportunities,
building confidence, and
providing a platform for
aspiring women profes-
sionals to thrive. | am
incredibly excited about
this next chapter and |
believe it will be a cata-
lyst for more inclusive
and innovative storytell-
ing in cinema.”

H

- Nora Fatehi to feature as a
~rapper in the film Be Happy

The makers of Be
Happy unveiled the first
track of Sultana, sung
by Sunidhi Chauhan
and Mika Singh, along
with a powerful rap by
Nora Fatehi, who says it
is the right move in her
musical career.

About rapping and
performing in the music
video, Nora said, “This
song is pure fire! After
the success of my inter-
national single Snake,
it’s the right move in my
musical career to fea-
ture as a rapper on the

new track Sultana.”

Nora loves push-
ing boundaries. “And
getting to rap on this
track was an incredibly
exciting experience. It
exudes fierce, confident
energy — the kind that
makes you want to be
unapologetically you!
The kind that makes
you want to own your
femininity while burn-
ing the dance floor.
That’s exactly the vibe
we brought to the music
video as well.”

“With my initiative

Punjab, not only shoot-
ing for her upcoming
film “Sanjog” but also
immersing herself in the
local culture. The video
also showed the actress
making rotis and posing
in the picturesque fields
of Punjab. Sharma is
seen striking a pose
amid the lush green
fields.

“Sanjog,” directed by
Harish Gargi, will see
Neha alongside Pol-
lywood actors Jassi
Gill, Happy Raikoti,
and many other known
faces.

The ‘Crook’ actress
had earlier featured
in the Punjabi film “lIk
Sandhu Hunda Si.”
Directed by Rakesh
Mehta, the action thriller,
starred Gippy Garewal
and Vikramjeet Virk.

Additionally, the
actress will star in the
highly anticipated Hindi
drama “De De Pyaar

#DanceWithNora, I've
always encouraged
people to be confident
and express themselves
through dance.”

Sultana is composed
by Harsh Upadhyay,
with lyrics by Pranav
Vatsa, Harsh Upad-
hyay and Sukriti Bhard-
waj. Reflecting on the
song, Sunidhi Chauhan
shared that there are
songs that make you
tap your feet, and then
there are songs that
make you want to get up
and dance like no one’s
watching. “This one is
definitely the latter! The
moment | heard the
track, | knew it had that
perfect blend of attitude,
groove and infectious
energy. Recording it
was an absolute blast,”
she said.

Mika Singh tagged the
track as a total banger.
“The beats hit hard,
the vocals bring insane
power, and the energy
is simply contagious. It's
got that perfect mix of
desi swag and groove—
one that makes you want
to dance the moment it
starts playing.”

Be Happy stars
Abhishek Bachchan,
Nora Fatehi and Inayat
Verma, with Nassar,
Johny Lever and Har-
leen Sethi in pivotal
roles. Produced under
the banner of Remo
D’Souza Entertain-
ment by Lizelle Remo
D’Souza and directed
by Remo D’Souza, Be
Happy will stream on
Prime Video on March
14.

“You can’t stop falling in love with the people
and the place says Neha

De 2,” the sequel to the
2019 hit film “De De
Pyaar De.” Helmed by
Anshul Sharma, the film
brings back the beloved
cast with Ajay Devgn,
Rakul Preet Singh, and
R. Madhavan in key
roles.

Rakul will reprise her
character of Ayesha
Khurana, while Ajay
returns as Ashish
Mehra. R. Madhavan will
play the role of Ayesha'’s
father, Dev Khurana.

Alongside the lead
trio, the film will fea-
ture an ensemble cast,
including Tabu, Jimmy
Shergill, Alok Nath, and
Inayat Sood in signifi-
cant roles.

Neha, who made her
film debut in 2007 with
a Telugu movie, has
appeared in Hindi films
including “Kyaa Super
Kool Hain Hum,” “Yamla
Pagla Deewana 2,” and
“Tanhaiji.”

Abhishek Bachchan nominated for
Best Actor at the 7th edition of the
Critics’ Choice Awards

Actor Abhishek Bach-
chan, who has been
nominated for Best
Actor for | Want To Talk

at the 7th edition of the
Critics’ Choice Awards,
has described the film
as an ‘incredibly special

journey’.

Abhishek shared, “I
am truly honoured to
be nominated for Best
Actor for | Want To
Talk by the Film Critics
Guild. To have my per-
formance recognised by
such a respected panel
of critics means a great
deal to me. My gratitude
to the Film Critics Guild
for this recognition.”

Konkona Sen Sharma,
who has been nominat-
ed for Best Actress for
Killer Soup, shared, “ It
is always an honour and
to be nominated.”
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NEW DELHI, Mar 7 (Agen-

cies):

and marginalised.

Addressing a group of state
civil services officers who
called on her at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan here, Murmu
also urged them to uphold the
principles of sustainability and
inclusiveness in their function-

ing.

The President advised the -
officers to adopt a national
and inclusive approach in
administrative functioning and
implementation of government
policies and programmes.

She said the essence of gov-
ernance lies in responsive-
ness and sensitivity towards

President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday said the ben-
efits of development should
reach all sections of society,
especially the disadvantaged

the needs of the people.

“At the same time, the ben-
efits of development should
reach all sections of society,
especially the disadvantaged
and marginalised,” she said.

The officers are attending
the 126th induction training

Adityanath lauds Janaushadi
initiative for ensuring healthcare
security for common people

LUCKNOW, Mar
7 (Agencies): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday hailed the
‘Janaushadhi’ initia-
tive of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as one
further strengthening
the resolve of ‘Swasth
Bharat, Samarth
Bharat’.

He took to social
media platforms to
hail the affordable
healthcare initiative for
generic drugs on the
‘Janaushadhi Diwas’,
celebrated on March 7.

“Heartfelt greetings to
the people of the state
on the transformative
initiative ‘Jan Ausha-
dhi Diwas, which aims
to provide affordable,
high-quality, and acces-
sible medicines to the
public!” the CM said.

“Under the leadership

d

of the esteemed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the establishment of
Pradhan Mantri Bhar-
tiya Janaushadhi Ken-
dras under the Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya Janau-
shadhi Pariyojana is
further strengthening
the resolve of ‘Swasth
Bharat, Samarth Bharat’
(Healthy India, Capable
India),” Adityanath said.

“These centres pro-
vide life-saving and
other essential medi-
cines at prices lower

a

than market rates,
ensuring healthcare
security for the common
people while also
empowering them eco-
nomically,” he said on X.

Every year, March 7
is celebrated as ‘Jan
Aushadhi Diwas’ to
raise awareness about
the scheme and pro-
mote the use of generic
medicines. Week-long
events are organized
across the country from
March 1 to 7 to support
this initiative.

programme at the Lal Baha-
dur Shastri National Academy
of Administration, Mussoorie.

The President congratulated
the officers on their promotion
and induction into the Indian
Administrative Service and
said that they should inspire

and lead by example in their
new role, motivating those
around them to strive for
excellence in public service.

A citizen-centric administra-
tion prioritises the welfare of
people, focusing on the poor
and deprived, she said.

Murmu advised them to
ensure that policies and pro-
grammes are implemented in
a way that addresses people’s
concerns effectively.

She said that the decisions
that they take and the policies
they implement should con-

tribute to the development of
the country and the people.

The President said when the
challenges of climate change
and environmental degrada-
tion are tackled, it is essential
to promote eco-friendly initia-
tives.

. PM Modi dedicates ‘Honorary
 Order of Freedom of Barbados’
award to 1.4 bllllon Indians

NEW DELHI, Mar 7 (Agencies):
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday expressed gratitude to the
government and people of Barbados
for conferring him with the ‘Honor-
ary Order of Freedom of Barbados’
award. He dedicated the award to
1.4 billion Indians and the close ties
between India and Barbados.

The award was conferred on the
prime minister by the Barbados
government for his exemplary work
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

A statement from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) said, “Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has expressed
his gratitude to the Government and
the people of Barbados for the ‘Hon-
orary Order of Freedom of Barba-
dos’ Award. Modi has dedicated this
honour to the 1.4 billion Indians and
to the close relations between India
and Barbados.”

In a post on X, PM Modi said, “Grateful
to the Government and the people of
Barbados for this honour.”

He made the statement on X in
response to a post shared by Union
Minister of State for External Affairs
Pabitra Margherita on Thursday, where
he mentioned that he received ‘Hon-
orary Order of Freedom of Barbados’
award on behalf of PM Modi from Bar-
bados President Dame Sandra Mason.

Amit Shah targets Stalin on language issue,
asks CM to impart med, engg education in Tamil

RANIPET, Mar 7
(Agencies): Amid the
language row in Tamil
Nadu involving the ruling
DMK and the BJP-led
Centre, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Friday asked Chief Min-
ister M K Stalin to impart
engineering and medical
education in Tamil in the
state and also paid rich
tributes to the Tamil lan-
guage.

Targeting the chief
minister on the lan-
guage issue, especially
given Stalin’s opposition
to ‘imposition’ of Hindi,
Shah said the Narendra
Modi government has
effected changes and
now ensured that the
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) aspi-
rants could write the
exam in their respective
regional languages.

“Now the PM Narendra
Modi government has
ensured that the exam

—

can be written in Tamil
too,” the home minister
said, speaking at the
56th Raising Day of the
Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) at RTC
Thakkolam in this dis-
trict, about 70 km from
Chennai.

He further said, “I
appeal to the Tamil Nadu
chief minister to start the
engineering and medical
education in Tamil in the
state for the benefit of
students.” Shah’s com-
ments targeted at the

PM Modi only interested in ‘tareef’ not tariffs,

must stand up to US threats: Ramesh

NEW DELHI, Mar 7
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is
only interested in ‘tareef’
and not concerned with
tariffs, Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam
Ramesh said on Friday
and wondered where
is the PM’s “56 inch
chest” in dealing with US
threats on the the recip-
rocal tariff issue.

In an interview with
PTI, Ramesh said the
Congress will raise the
issue of US President
Donald Trump’s recipro-
cal tariff threats during
the upcoming second
half of the Budget ses-
sion and called for a
bipartisan collective
resolve to deal with the
threats.

The Congress leader
also alleged that Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has been
speaking like an Ameri-
can envoy and a spokes-
person for that country.

“Our prime minis-
ter wants to hear only
‘tareef (praise)’, he is
not concerned about
tariffs. ‘Tareef kum, aur
tariff pe baat kijiye (talk
about the tariffs issue
and less about your
praise),” Ramesh said.

He said Trump is redo-
ing the entire rules of
international trade and
asserted that the US
President’s whole idea
of reciprocal tariffs is
“bizarre”.

“We have negoti-

ated a tariff schedule.
About 170 countries
have negotiated a
trade agreement which
became the World Trade
Organisation in 1995.
It took about 10 years
to negotiate. Now, Mr
Trump comes up with
his own bizarre notion
of what constitutes inter-
national trade,” Ramesh
said.

““You tariff, | tariff’, that
is not the way interna-
tional trade functions.
These rules have been
negotiated. The WTO is
World Trade Organisa-
tion not World Trump
Organisation,” he said.

Hitting out at the
government over the
manner in which illegal
Indian immigrants were
deported from the US,
Ramesh said even small
countries are raising
their voice but the prime
minister stays mum.

“He should speak
frankly... Trump is threat-
ening a country like
India. The prime minis-
ter talks about having a
’56-inch chest’, where is
his '56-inch chest’ now.
Remember what Indira
Gandhi had told Presi-
dent (Richard) Nixon in
November 1971. Presi-
dent Nixon and Henry
Kissinger had tried to
defame India but Indira
Gandhi stood up and
said ‘I will do what is in
the interest of India’,”
Ramesh recalled.

“It is a question of

India’s interest. But our
PM is doing ‘Namaste
Trump’, ‘my good friend
Trump’, he is busy hug-
ging him. So this ques-
tion (on tariffs) will be
raised (in Parliament).
We have raised the
issue of Indian citizens,”
he said.

The manner in which
President Trump is tar-
geting India it is a “seri-
ous issue” and a matter
of our sovereignty,
Ramesh asserted.

He further claimed
that the prime minister
doesn’t break his silence
in Parliament and sends
External Affairs minister
“who is like a spokesper-
son of the US”.

“The US does not have
an ambassador and the
external affairs minister
talks like a US envoy,”
Ramesh said.

He asserted that there
is a need to show a col-
lective resolve to the US
threats on reciprocal tar-
iffs.

Slamming the gov-
ernment, the Congress
leader said it never calls
an all-party meeting and
when it does, the exter-

nal affairs minister and
home minister just give
a sermon.

“In the first half of
the Budget session,
we raised the issue
of the humiliating and
demeaning manner in
which the Indian citizens
were deported from the
US, handcuffed and
chained,” Ramesh said.

“Many of these
migrants were from
Punjab, Haryana and
Gujarat and even the
migrants from Gujarat
were asked to land in
Amritsar, to score a polit-
ical point. We raised the
issue of the manner of
deportation very force-
fully,” he said.

The first half of the
Budget Session was
held from January 31
to February 13. The
second half starts on
Monday and will con-
clude on April 4.

Trump has repeatedly
talked about India’s
tariffs recently. In his
address to the joint ses-
sion of Congress on
Tuesday, the first of his
second term in the White
House, Trump criticised

the high tariffs charged
by India and other coun-
tries and termed them
as “very unfair”.

Addressing lawmak-
ers from the US Capitol,
Trump had announced
that reciprocal tariffs will
kick in next month.

Trump had said that
the US trade deficit with
India is almost USD 100
billion, and he and Modi
agreed that “we’ll begin
negotiations to address
the long-running dispari-
ties that should have
been taken care of over
the last four years — but
they didn’t do that —
the US-India trading
relationship, with the
goal of signing an agree-
ment.”

Commerce Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal is in
Washington for trade
talks with his US coun-
terpart Howard Lutnick.

As per US estimates,
the US’ total goods trade
with India was an esti-
mated USD 129.2 bil-
lion in 2024. US goods
exports to India in 2024
were USD 41.8 billion,
up 3.4 per cent (USD
1.4 billion) from 2023.
US goods imports from
India totalled USD 87.4
billion in 2024, up 4.5
per cent (USD 3.7 bil-
lion) from 2023.

The US goods trade
deficit with India was
USD 45.7 billion in 2024,
a 5.4 per cent increase
(USD 2.4 billion) over
2023.
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CM come in the wake
of an intense language
row in the state, where
the ruling DMK has
been claiming the impo-
sition of Hindi through
the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020), a
charge which the Centre
has denied. The state
government has main-
tained it will only follow
the 2-language policy,
i.e. Tamil and English.
Further, praising Tamil
Nadu, Shah said the
southern state’s cul-

ture played a vital role
in strengthening India’s
cultural stream.

“Be it administrative
reforms, attaining spiri-
tual heights, education
or the unity and integrity
of the nation, Tamil Nadu
has reinforced Indian
culture in every sphere,”
Shah said at the event,
which was marked by a
spectacular march-past
of contingents, yoga
display and commando
operations.

The Tamil language,
culture, and traditions
are priceless jewels of
India’s heritage, which
the entire nation proudly
embraces today, Shah
said.

Further, it was a matter
of pride that the CISF
Thakkolam Training
Center, the Rajadithya
Chozhan RTC has been
named in honor of the
great warrior and valiant
Tamil king of the Chola

dynasty, Aditya Chola.

King Aditya Chola
carved tales of bravery
and sacrifice on this
very land of Tamil Nadu
and attained martyrdom,
further strengthening the
glorious traditions of the
Chola empire, he said.

Talking about CISF, he
said the force’ contribu-
tion is very important in
achieving Prime Minister
Modi’s resolve of making
India the third largest
economy of the world
and also a developed
nation by 2047.

“Whether it is the
industrial development
of the country, business
or research institutes,
their security cannot be
imagined without CISF
soldiers. It is the result
of CISF’s unwavering
loyalty and dedication
that today the country is
moving ahead safely in
all these areas,” Shah
said.

Up man kills mother with spear
after she intervenes in his fight

with wife

SHAHJAHANPUR,
Mar 7 (Agencies): A
25-year old man alleg-
edly killed his mother
with a spear when she
intervened in a fight
between him and his
wife here, police said
on Friday. He has been
arrested.

Superintendent of
Police (SP) Rajesh S
told agency that the
incident took place
in Ganpatpur village
under Nigohi police
station limits on Thurs-
day evening.

“Vinod Kumar, who
often got into fights at
home after consuming
alcohol, was beating
his wife on Thursday

evening. When his
mother Naina Devi
(60) intervened, he
attacked her with a
spear, leading to her
death,” the SP said.

After receiving infor-
mation about the inci-
dent, police reached
the spot, took custody
of the body and arrest-
ed the accused, the
officer said.

A case of murder has
been registered in the
matter and the body
has been sent for post-
mortem examination,
police said.

In another incident, the
body of a 55-year-old
man, who was identified
as Asaram, was found

lying on the roadside
outside Kaijjar Bojhi vil-
lage in the Jalalabad
police station area late
Thursday night, police
said.

“The man was shot
dead,” Superintendent
of Police (Rural) Manoj
Kumar Awasthi said.

According to the inves-
tigation and the victim’s
family, two men --
Sumer and Kallu -- went
to Asaram’s house and
took him with them on
the pretext of smoking
and then shot him on the
road, the SP said.

The accused have
been booked for murder
and the body has been
sent for post-mortem,
police said.

IFS officer jumps from building
in Delhi’s Chanakyapuri

NEW DELHI, Mar 7
(Agencies): An Indian
Foreign Service (IFS)
officer allegedly died by
suicide by jumping off a

~—

building in Chanakya-
puri area of the national
capital, a senior police
officer said here on
Friday.

Jitendra Rawat was
under depression and
receiving treatment.

According to the
police, no suicide note
was found at the place.
“Our teams are at the
spot and probing the
matter. Prime facie, no
foul play is suspected,”
the officer said.

Forensic teams are
scanning the flat from
where the IFS officer
jumped off the balcony.
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Trump delays tariffs on Mexico and Canada, says
“hig one” on April 2

Explaining the modifications, Trump said, ‘During this interim period, between now and

April 2nd, this makes it much more favourable for our American car manufacturers.’

WASHINGTON DC, Mar 7
(Agencies): President Donald
Trump delayed tariffs on
Mexico and Canada for a
short-term period for certain
products before the “big one”
from April 2. He said he agreed
after having “fruitful conversa-
tions” with Mexico President
Claudia Sheinbaum while he
slammed Canada for being a
“high tariff nation”.

As per an official, the modi-
fications in tariffs against
Canada and Mexico are being
brought in to “protect Ameri-
can car manufacturers and
American farmers”.

It was noted that this will thus
exclude the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA)-eligible goods from
existing tariffs. As per CNN,
the USMCA was negotiated
by Trump during his first term,
which makes the three North
American countries a free
trade zone.

Explaining the modifications,
Trump said, “During this interim
period, between now and April
2nd, this makes it much more
favourable for our American car
manufacturers.”

Speaking about his conver-

sation with the President of
Mexico, Claudia Sheinbaum, he
said, “l spoke to the president
of Mexico, a wonderful woman,
today, and we helped them out
with a problem they were having
to do with the short-term tariffs.
We had a very good conversa-
tion. Also, we discussed drugs,
and they’ve been working much
harder lately. We’ve made tre-
mendous progress on both.”

Trump also shared the details
of the conversation in a post on
Truth Social.

He wrote, “After speaking with
President Claudia Sheinbaum
of Mexico, | have agreed that
Mexico will not be required to
pay Tariffs on anything that falls

under the USMCA Agreement.
This Agreement is until April
2nd. | did this as an accommo-
dation, and out of respect for,
President Sheinbaum. Our rela-
tionship has been a very good
one, and we are working hard,
together, on the Border, both in
terms of stopping lllegal Aliens
from entering the United States
and, likewise, stopping Fen-
tanyl. Thank you to President
Sheinbaum for your hard work
and cooperation!”

Speaking about tariffs and
Canada, Trump added, “Those
are happening next week, and
the big one will be on April 2nd.
Canada is a high-tariff nation.
Canada charges us 250 per

cent for our milk products and
other products and a tremen-
dous tariff on lumber and things
as such. We don’t need their
lumber. We have more lumber
than they do. We don’t need
Canada’s lumber. So what
I'm doing is I'll be signing an
executive order freeing up our
forests so that we're allowed to
take down trees and make a lot
of money and then re-harvest
trees...We don’t need trees from
Canada. We don'’t need cars
from Canada. We don’t need
energy from Canada. We don’t
need anything from Canada...
We can be self-sustaining,
which is in most things... I'm
going to be freeing that up very
shortly so that we don’t have
to go to other countries to buy
lumber. You know, why should
we be buying lumber from other
countries? Paying tariffs, paying
big prices, extraordinary prices.
And we have lumber. We have
the best lumber...”

President Donald Trump had
accused Justin Trudeau of
“using the tariff problem” with
the US to run again for Prime
Minister despite the “terrible job
he has done for Canada.”

SEOUL, Mar 7 (Agen-
cies): A South Korean
courton Friday ordered
impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol to be
released from jail,
more than a month
after he was arrested
and indicted over his
short-lived imposition
of martial law.

The decision by the
Seoul Central District
Court would allow
Yoon to stand his crimi-
nal trial while not being
physically detained.

The hearings in his
impeachment trial
concluded in late Feb-
ruary and the court is
expected to rule soon
on whether to uphold
his impeachment

or remove him from
office.

The Seoul Central
District Court said
it accepted Yoon’s
request to be released
from jail because the
legal period of his
formal arrest expired
before he was indicted
in late January. The
court said the inves-
tigative agency that
detained Yoon before
his formal arrest didn’t
have legal rights to
investigate the criminal
rebellion charges.

Investigators have
alleged that the
martial-law decree
amounted to rebellion.
If he’s convicted of that
offense, he would face

- Court orders South Korean

 President Yoon released from
jail for his criminal trial over
. martial law

the death penalty or
life imprisonment.

Yoon’s martial law
decree, which involved
the dispatch of troops
to the National Assem-
bly, evoked traumatic
memories of past mili-
tary rules among many
South Koreans.

The decree lasted
only six hours as
enough lawmakers
managed to get into
an assembly hall and
voted to overturn it
unanimously.

Yoon later argued
his decree was only
meant to inform the
people of the danger
of the main liberal
opposition Democratic
Party, which under-
mined his agenda and
impeached top offi-
cials.

If the Constitutional
Court upholds Yoon’s
impeachment, he will
be officially thrown out
of office and a national
election will be held to
choose his successor
within two months.

Over 70 killed in Syria clashes,
worst since Bashar al-Assad’s
ouster: Report

DAMASCUS, Mar 7
(Agencies): More than
70 people were killed,
and several others
injured after forces
loyal to ousted Syrian
President Bashar al-
Assad clashed with
government person-
nel in country’s coastal
region. According to a
UK-based war monitor,
this is the worst vio-
lence in Syria since the
autocratic former leader
was ousted by rebels in
December 2024 and the
subsequent installation
of an Islamist transition-
al government.

In an official state-
ment on Friday, the
Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR)
said, “More than 70
dead, dozens wounded
and captured in bloody
clashes and ambushes
on the Syrian coast
between members of
the Ministries of Defence
and Interior and gunmen
from the army of the
defunct regime.”

According to the war
monitor, the victims
comprised 35 govern-
ment personnel, 32
Assad loyalists and four
civilians.

The SOHR also con-
firmed that a curfew has
been imposed in the port
cities of Latakia, Tartous
and Homs, where the
deadly clashes broke
out on Thursday after
government forces
were ambushed during

a security operation in
the region.

The militants took con-
trol of military areas,
especially the Istamo
and Qardaha airports,
and fortified themselves
in the Latakia moun-
tains, which they used
as a launching pad for
their operations against
the Damascus forces.
The Defence and Inte-
rior Ministries have
sent reinforcements to
Latakia,” the statement
added.

Syria’s coastal region
is known to be a strong-
hold of the Alawite
minority community, to
which the Assad family
belongs.

In the wake of the vio-
lence, Colonel Hassan
Abdul Ghani, a Defence
Ministry spokesper-
son, issued a warning
to the Assad loyalists
and said, “Thousands
have chosen to surren-
der their weapons and
return to their families,
while some insist on
fleeing and dying in
defence of murderers
and criminals.”

“The choice is clear:

lay down your weapons
or face your inevitable
fate,” he added.

The ouster of Bashar
al-Assad’s government
marked the end of a
nearly 54-year dynas-
tic regime that began in
1971 under his father,
Hafez al-Assad.

Bashar al-Assad
assumed power in 2000
following his father’s
death and struggled for
13 years to maintain
control during a brutal
civil war that devastated
the nation.

The decade-long war
has had a devastating
human toll, with rights
groups accusing the
Syrian government of
operating detention
centres where torture
and extrajudicial killings
were widespread.

Nearly half a million
people have been killed,
and half of Syria’s pre-
war population of 23
million has been dis-
placed. Millions fled to
neighbouring countries
like Jordan, Turkey,
Irag, and Lebanon, with
many seeking refuge in
Europe.

Chinese Foreign Minister expresses China’s
readiness to work with India on advancing ties

SEOUL, Mar 7 (Agen-
cies): Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi has
expressed China’s read-
iness to work with India
to sum up past experi-
ence, forge a path for-
ward and advance bilat-
eral ties on the track of
sound and stable devel-
opment. He noted that
India and China mark 75
years of diplomatic ties
this year.

While addressing a
press conference on
Friday, Wang Yi said,
“This year marks the
75th anniversary of
China-India diplomatic
relations. China stands
ready to work with India
to sum up past expe-
rience, forge a path
forward, and advance
China-India relations on
the track of sound and
stable development.”

He noted that the
ties between India and
China have made posi-
tive strides over the
past year and recalled
the meeting between
Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
on the sidelines of the
BRICS Summit in Rus-
sia’s Kazan in October
last year.

He said, “China-India
relations have made
positive strides over the
past year. The success-
ful meeting between
President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in Kazan
last October provided
strategic guidance for

the improvement and
development of the
bilateral ties. Both sides
have earnestly fol-
lowed through on the
important common
understandings of our
leaders, strengthened
exchanges and practical
cooperation at all levels,
and achieved a series of
positive outcomes.”

Calling India and China
“each other’s largest
neighbours”, Wang Yi
stated, “Wang Yi said,
China and India are
each other’s largest
neighbors. China always
believes that the two
should be partners that
contribute to each oth-
er’s success. A coopera-
tive pas de deux of the
dragon and the elephant
is the only right choice
for both sides.”

He stated that China
and India have a shared
task to accelerate the
development and revital-
ization of the two nations
and stressed that there
is every reason that two
nations support each
other.

“As the two largest
developing countries,

China and India have
a shared task to accel-
erate our countries’
development and revi-
talization. There is every
reason for us to sup-
port each other rather
than undercut each
other, work with each
other rather than guard
against each other. This
is the path that truly
serves the fundamen-
tal interests of the two
countries and peoples,”
Wang Yi said.

He noted that India
and China have enough
wisdom to maintain
peace and tranquility in
the border areas pend-
ing a fair and reasonable
solution. Calling India
and China “important
members” of the Global
South, Wang said that
the two nations have
responsibility to take
lead in opposing “hege-
monism and power poli-
tics.”

Wang Yi said, “As
two ancient civiliza-
tions, we have enough
wisdom and capability
to maintain peace and
tranquility in the border
areas pending a fair and

reasonable solution.
We should never allow
bilateral relations to be
defined by the boundary
question, or let specific
differences affect the
overall picture of our
bilateral ties.”

“As important mem-
bers of the Global
South, we have the
responsibility to take the
lead in opposing hege-
monism and power poli-
tics. We must not only
safeguard the legitimate
rights and interests of
our countries, but also
uphold the basic norms
governing international
relations. When China
and India join hands,
the prospects for great-
er democracy in inter-
national relations and a
stronger Global South
will improve greatly,” he
added.

Earlier on February 21,
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on
Friday expressed sat-
isfaction over meeting
with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi on the
sidelines of the G20 For-
eign Ministers Meeting
in Johannesburg, South
Africa.

“I am glad that we
could meet today on
the sidelines of the G20
Foreign Ministers Meet-
ing in Johannesburg.
Such gatherings have
provided an opportunity
for our interaction even
when our ties were
going through a difficult
phase,” EAM said in his
opening remarks during

a meeting with Foreign
Minister of China Wang
Yi.

Jaishankar expressed
his appreciation for the
opportunity to engage
in dialogue, highlight-
ing the importance of
international coopera-
tion in a polarised global
landscape. He acknowl-
edged the efforts made
by both countries to pre-
serve the G20 as a vital
institution, demonstrat-
ing their commitment
to collaborative gover-
nance.

“We should also recog-
nize that in a polarised
global situation, our two
countries have worked
hard to preserve and
protect the G20 as an
institution. This in itself
testifies to the impor-
tance of international
cooperation,” he added.

This meeting marked a
crucial step in strength-
ening India-China rela-
tions, which have expe-
rienced a challenging
phase in recent times.
Since their last meeting
in Rio during the G20
Summit in November
2024, there have been
notable developments in
India - China relations.

National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval and
Foreign Secretary

Vikram Misri have vis-
ited China and engaged
in discussions on vari-
ous aspects of their
relationship, including
border management
and other key areas.

Boy with loaded shotgun boards plane in Australia, is tackled by former boxer

MELBOURNE, Mar 7
(Agencies): A 17-year-
old boy with a loaded
shotgun boarded a
plane at an Australian
airport before being
restrained by a pilot and
two passengers, police
said on Friday.

The boy was disarmed
and detained before
police arrived on the
scene on Thursday at
Avalon Airport in Victo-
ria state.

Barry Clark, a passen-
ger who tackled the sus-
pect, said the boy had
posed as a maintenance

worker and became agi-
tated when questioned
by a flight attendant at
the plane’s entrance.

“I looked up and then
within a second | saw
the barrel of a shotgun
and | thought to myself
that ain’t a tool that
should be on a plane,”
Clark told Network 10
television.

“When | saw the com-
plete gun | said: we're in
trouble here,” Clark said.

“Then | saw it (move)
towards her chest and
so | thought, well, I've
got to do something —

this is all happening in
a matter of seconds,”
Clark added.

Passenger takes on
suspect

Clark, a former profes-
sional boxer and sheep
shearer, said he snuck
up behind the boy then
pushed the gun and the
flight attendant away in
different directions so
that she would not be
hit if the gun discharged.

“l then proceeded to
do what | had to do and
just put him in a bit of a
lock, got his hand and
twisted it and put it up

in his back, threw him
to the floor and then put
my knee in his back and
held him in a position
where he couldn’t get
out,” Clark said.

Victoria Police Super-
intendent Michael Reid
told reporters the boy
from Ballarat in regional
Victoria had climbed
through a hole in the
airport’s security fence
before making his way
to the plane’s stairs.

Reid credited Clark,
the pilot and another
passenger with restrain-
ing the boy.

“This would have been
a very terrifying incident
for the passengers of
that plane and Victoria
Police really commend
the bravery of those pas-
sengers who were able
to overpower that male,”
Reid said.

Sydney-bound Jet-
star Airways Flight 610
was carrying about 150
people and no one was
hurt, police said. The
flight was cancelled.

Counter-terrorism
police not involved in
investigation

An investigation was

being carried out by
crime squad detectives
with no involvement
from the police force’s
counter-terrorism unit.
The boy has been
charged with mul-
tiple offences including
unlawfully taking control
of an aircraft, orches-
trating a bomb hoax
and possessing a fire-
arm, a police statement
said. He was remanded
in custody to appear in
a children’s court on a
date to be determined.
Prime Minister Anthony

Albanese said Austra-
lian airports had robust
security.

“This incident is con-
cerning for members
of the public. | com-
mend the work of police
and aviation officials in
responding to it quickly,”
Albanese told reporters.

Avalon Airport’s chief
executive Ari Suss said
his organisation was
working with Victoria
Police in response to the
emergency.

“As part of our ongoing
commitment to security,

we have implemented
further measures across
the airport, including
within the terminal and
surrounding areas,”
Suss said in a state-
ment.

“We continue to work
closely with authorities
to maintain a safe and
secure environment for
all travellers,” he added.

Jetstar, a budget sub-
sidiary of Sydney-based
Qantas Airways, said it
was working with police
and the airport to under-
stand what happened.
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HDFC Bank, Army & GSC Academy expand Project = CLUJ unveils Honour Board of Vice
NAMAN to 26 new locations to support Army
Veterans, their families

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: HDFC
Bank, India’s leading
private sector Bank,
India Army and CSC
e-Governance have
renewed the MoU to
expand Project NAMAN
— A Tribute to Veterans
to 26 Directorate of
Indian Army Veterans
(DIAV) locations. Proj-
ect NAMAN is designed
to provide support and
services to Army Veter-
ans, their families and
next of kins.

These CSC Centres,
which will be operated

by Army Veterans or
their families or next of
kins are dedicated to
offer pension related
services, Government
to Citizen (G2C) ser-
vices and Business to
Consumer (B2C) ser-
vices at their doorsteps
within defence estab-
lishments itself.

A tripartite Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) was renewed
between HDFC Bank
Limited (under Parivar-
tan programme), Indian
Army’s Directorate of
Indian Army Veterans
(DIAV) and CSC Acad-

emy.

The MoU was signed
by Satyen Modi, Execu-
tive Vice President and
Business Head, Alter-
nate Banking Channels
& Partnerships - HDFC
Bank, Pravin Chandek-
ar, CEO-CSC Academy
and Brigadier, Director-
ate of Indian Army Vet-
erans in the presence
of Smita Bhagat, Group
Head — HDFC Bank,
Sanjay Rakesh, Chair-
man — CSC Academy,
Lieutenant General, DG
(DC&W) - Indian Army
and esteemed digni-
taries from the Indian

Blood Donation Camp for Thalassemia
patients organised at SMVDU

e

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 7: NCC
and NSS units of
SMVDU, Katra, in col-
laboration with the J&K
Thalassemia Welfare
Society, organized a
blood donation camp at
the SMVDU campus.

This event united
community members in
support of a life-saving
cause.

The camp was organ-
ised by Dr. Varun Dutta,
NCC Coordinator,
SMVDU and Dr. Rajiv
Kumar, NSS Coordina-
tor, and supported by
Dr. Pallav Sharma from
the Medical Aid Centre,
SMVDU.

The initiative wit-
nessed an impressive
turnout. Dr. Rasmi from
GMC, Jammu, oversaw
and provided essential
support at a blood dona-
tion camp.

Sixty students and
staff members from the
University generously
donated blood during
the camp, showcasing
acts of kindness and
solidarity.

This altruistic gesture
holds the potential to
significantly impact
the lives of numerous

individuals combating
Thalassemia, a genetic
blood disorder.

Furthermore, LG
Electronics, as part of
its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
initiative, supported this
Mega Blood Donation
Drive in collaboration
with Saksham Bharti
Foundation and J&K
Thalassemia Welfare
Society.

The event was spear-
headed by Mukteesh
Sharma and Tejas
Thussu from LG Elec-
tronics, along with
Sudhir Sethi from J&K
Thalassemia Welfare
Society.

Er. Sudhir Sethi,
President of J&K Thal-
assemia Welfare Soci-
ety, Jammu, empha-
sized the vital role of
regular blood donation
camps for Thalassemia

patients, highlighting
the growing need for
blood due to frequent
transfusions required
by many patients. He
urged the community
to actively participate in
mitigating the sufferings
of Thalassemia children
and preventing the birth
of such children through
genetic counseling and
proper antenatal advice.

Vice Chancellor,
SMVDU, Prof. (Dr.)
Pragati Kumar, com-
mended the organizing
team’s efforts, empha-
sizing that blood dona-
tion is not merely an act
of kindness but a lifeline
for those in need.

He underscored the
profound impact of col-
lective action, illustrat-
ing how each donation
represents a ray of hope
for individuals bravely
facing Thalassemia.

Army, HDFC Bank and
other senior officials.

In the second phase,
the project will be
expanded to 26 DIAV
locations across Raj-
asthan, West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Guja-
rat, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Jammu & Kash-
mir, Meghalaya, Bihar,
Odisha and New Delhi.
The first phase of the
project was flagged off
in September 2023 with
the establishment of
Common Service Cen-
tres (CSCs) at 14 DIAV
locations.

HDFC Bank under its
Parivartan programme,
supports in building
economic inclusiveness
for defence service vet-
erans and their next of
kin. Similar to the 14
DIAV locations, the new
centres will also provide
skill development and
training across financial
products and services,
helping the veterans
and their next of kin to
be financially indepen-
dent. The individuals
managing the CSCs will
be paid a monthly mon-
etary grant for initial 12
months.

Chancellors, Registrars

N
a

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: Clus-
ter University of Jammu
(CLUJ) unveiled the
Honour Board of Vice
Chancellors and Regis-
trars who have served
the University, in a cer-
emony held today.

The Honour Board
recognizes the signifi-
cant contributions of
these distinguished
individuals in the growth
and development of the

institution.

The unveiling cer-
emony was graced by
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice
Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Jammu, who
did the honours along
with Prof. Anju Bhasin,
former Vice Chancellor
of Cluster University of
Jammu, and Dr. Jatin-
der Khajuria, former
Registrar of Cluster Uni-
versity of Jammu.

They were joined by
Prof. K S Chandrasekar,

the current Vice Chan-
cellor of Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu.

The occasion was
attended by Ankur
Mahajan, Registrar,
along with various
Deans of Cluster Uni-
versity and Principals
of the Constituent Col-
leges.

The function high-
lighted the pivotal role
played by the Vice
Chancellors and Reg-
istrars in shaping the
University’s journey and
legacy.

The Honour Board will
stand as a testament
to the leadership and
commitment of these
esteemed individuals
who have dedicated
their efforts.

CLUJ hosts free health camp with

Ramakr

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: The
Department of Student
Welfare, Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu (CLUJ),
in collaboration with
Ramakrishna Mission,
successfully organized
a Free Health Camp,
Book exhibition and
Awareness Talks at
PSPS Government Col-
lege for Women, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu.

This initiative was held
under the esteemed
patronage of Prof. K.S.
Chandrasekar and
under the overall super-
vision of Prof. Raj Shree
Dhar, Dean, Student’s
Welfare.

The event aimed to
promote health aware-
ness and well-being
among students and
faculty members by
providing free medical
check-ups and expert
consultations.

A team of qualified
medical profession-
als conducted health
assessments, includ-
ing general check-ups,
blood pressure moni-
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date:

)
toring, and skin disease
screening.

The camp provided an
excellent opportunity for
students and faculty to
assess their health and
receive guidance on
maintaining a healthy
lifestyle.

In addition to the
health camp, aware-
ness talks were con-
ducted by experts from
Ramakrishna Mission,
including Swami Sar-
valokananda, Secretary,
Ramakrishna Mission

ishna Mission

-t oy Hind
New Delhi, and Swami
Yajnadharananda, Sec-
retary, Ramakrishna
Mission Jammu.
These sessions
focused on mental well-
being, stress manage-
ment, and the impor-
tance of a balanced
lifestyle. The informative
talks encouraged stu-
dents to adopt healthier
habits for a better future.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. K.S. Chan-
drasekar commended
the collaborative efforts

of the Department of
Student Welfare and
Ramakrishna Mission
in fostering a culture
of health conscious-
ness among students.
He highlighted the sig-
nificance of such initia-
tives in ensuring the
holistic development of
students.

Towards the end
Prof. Raj Shree Dhar
expressed gratitude to
Ramakrishna Mission
for their valuable sup-
port and reiterated the

university’s commitment
to student welfare.

She emphasized the
importance of such
programs in promot-
ing overall well-being
and encouraged stu-
dents to take proactive
steps toward a healthier
future.

Apart from Deans
and Associate Deans
of Cluster University,
the event witnessed
enthusiastic participa-
tion from students, NCC
cadets, NSS volunteers,
and faculty members,
making it a resounding
success.

The Department of
Student Welfare, CLUJ,
remains dedicated to
organizing impactful
programs that contrib-
ute to the well-being and
holistic development of
students.

The proceedings of
the program were car-
ried out in a coherent
way by Prof. Sugand-
ha Mahajan of GCW
Gandhi Nagar whereas
vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Prof. Meen-
akshi Bandral.
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JaK Assembly
Budget | Omar
Ahdullah allocates
Rs 815 Crore for
Agriculture, Rs 390
Crore for Tourism
Development

and develop Sonmarg as a winter
sports destination. Jammu will see
a new water park in Sidhra, and
Basholi will be developed as an
adventure destination.

The JK CM stressed the impor-
tance of transparency in welfare
measures and stated that the gov-
ernment is focused on empowering
sectors like agriculture, tourism,
and local industries.Jammu tour-
ism

Additionally, the government
plans to operationalize a new film
policy, aiming to make JK a prime
destination for film production and
eco-tourism. The state will also
focus on constructing 500 new
Panchayat Ghars to improve local
infrastructure.

The budget reveals that 70 per-
cent of the funds are being allo-
cated towards salaries, which is
putting a significant strain on the
state’s finances. Additionally, there
are high ATNC (Administrative,
Technical, and Non-Commercial)
losses, and the state’s debt has
increased. However, all borrow-
ing has been kept within the pre-
scribed limits to maintain financial
discipline.

The budget also includes provi-
sions for grants worth Rs 5,000
crore, aimed at boosting the
region’s development.

The budget also focused on
industry as it plans to establish
64 industrial estates and address
traders’ concerns with a new policy
offering price preferences. Addi-
tionally, there will be a focus on
promoting Pashmina and other
local products, with seven more
products set to receive Gl (Geo-
graphical Indication) tagging.

In the healthcare sector, the
budget includes provisions for two
new AIIMS institutions and ten ful-
ly-equipped nursing colleges.

Aiming to enhance access to
healthcare, Abdullah announced
a Rs 5 lakh health insurance cover-
age for all citizens, alongside plans
to integrate telemedicine services
across the state.

To further improve medical infra-
structure, three new Cath Labs will
be established, MRI machines will
be installed in all government hos-
pitals, and dialysis services will be
expanded to all district hospitals.

He also stated that feedback
had been taken into account while
preparing the budget to ensure it
meets the needs of the people,
particularly in terms of reducing
regional disparities and improving
overall economic health.

Omar Abdullah expressed his
gratitude to the Prime Minister,
Home Minister, and Finance Minis-
ter for their continued support and
cooperation in the state’s progress.

J-K GM Omar Abdul-
lah announces
200 units of free
electricity for ARY
families, free rides
to women in govt

from Rs 50,000 to Rs 75,000.
Omar Abdullah further stated that
200 more e-buses will be intro-
duced in Srinagar and Jammu this
year to improve public transport.

No propesal in
place to impose
hianket hanon
private practice
of Doctors across
J&K: Minister

public sector and compromise
with the quality of care or under-
mining the public trust is not toler-
ated.” the minister said.

She further said that the Sher-i-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS) Soura operates
under a unique model, similar
to the All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AlIIMS), New Delhi.
“From its inception, SKIMS has
functioned as a non-practicing
institution, meaning that its medical
and paramedical staff are strictly
prohibited from engaging in private
practice. This policy is clearly stip-
ulated in the employment contracts
of all staff members,” she said.

The minister added that inline
with this policy, SKIMS regularly
updates and publishes the details
of its medical and paramedical per-
sonnel, explicitly stating that they
are non-practicing.

“Any staff member found engag-
ing in private practice would be in
violation of the institutions rules.
Such violations are considered
serious misconduct and are sub-
ject to stringent penalties, includ-

ing major disciplinary actions.
Moreover, individuals found guilty
of breaching this policy may also.
face criminal prosecution under the
applicable laws,” she said.

The minister said that the strict
stance reinforces SKIMS commit-
ment to ensuring that its health-
care professionals devote their
full attention and efforts to the
institution’s services, maintaining
the highest standards of care and
professionalism.

LoP Sunil Sharma
expresses concern
over “Pro-Pakistan”
Remarks in Assem-

hly, Seeks action

Union Territory, and, in some
instances, even making remarks
that could be construed as glorify-
ing Pakistan.”

The Leader of Opposition stated
that such statements pose a seri-
ous challenge to the sovereignty,
integrity, and security of our nation
and are detrimental to the broader
interests of Jammu and Kashmir
and the country.

LoP Sharma urged the Speaker to
take action and ensure discussions
that undermine national interests
are curtailed. He further appealed
the Speaker to expunge any words
or remarks from the Assembly’s
official records if they are deemed
unparliamentary, inflammatory, or
prejudicial to national integrity.

The BJP leader further claimed
that “patriotic statements” made in
the interest of the nation are being
expunged from the records and
certain narratives that “favour or
glorify Pakistan” are being allowed

to remain on record.

This came after J-K Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah on Thursday
took potshots at the BJP members
in assembly over some of the deci-
sions of the party-led government
at the Centre, saying it had divided
Jammu and Kashmir into two union
territories, which is not how the
then Maharaja Hari Singh shaped
it. The Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister also referred to a recent
remark of External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar and asked who is
stopping the BJP government from
“bringing back” Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir.

“If we look at the legacy of Maha-
raja Sahab, what were the biggest
things — Jammu and Kashmir
state, what have you done to this...
He gave it shape... one portion is
in Pakistan occupation. On this,
the Foreign Minister said that we
will bring it back. Who stopped...
have we ever said don’t bring it
back...Congress was targeted in
speeches here (by BJP members)
that you left this, that...tell us what
was brought back during the Kargil
War. That was an opportunity you
should have brought back. You had
areason, Pakistan had attacked...
should have done at that time...
okay bring it back now,” Omar
Abdullah said.

The National Conference leader
said that in the map of Jammu
and Kashmir, one portion is under
Pakistan occupation, but there is a
portion under the illegal occupation
of China as well. “Why is not talked
of, when you bring back from that
side, bring back that what is with
China also,” he said.

Three civilians
missing in Kathua,

BJP MLA raises
issue in J&K
Assembhly

had begun and suggested the
question be taken up afterwards.

Schools reopen
in Kashmir after
three-month
winter hreak

Afreen, said while the vacations
were needed and staying at home
was fun, the school has a charm
of its own.

Irfan Ahmad, a teacher at a gov-
ernment higher secondary schools,
said it felt good to be back among
the students and colleagues.

“Winter vacations also give the
students a huge time to study and
we hope they have used it produc-
tively. We are now looking forward
to the new session,” he said.

Meanwhile, the authorities in
Gurez valley, in north Kashmir’s
Bandipora district, have extended
winter vacation for all schools till
March 8 in wake of heavy snowfall
and weather conditions there.

The winter vacations in the
schools in Kashmir division and
the winter zones of Jammu division
were announced by the govern-
ment on December 6 last year.

The vacations were announced
in two phases starting from
December 10.The vacations for
classes up to 5 were observed
from December 10, and the higher
classes from December 16.

The schools in Kashmir remain
shut for around three months as
the temperatures in the valley
fall below freezing point and vast
stretches remain covered in snow.
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Dimple hails J&K Budget, criticizes BJP on key issues

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: Sunil
Dimple, President of
Mission Statehood,
while addressing the
media on the recently
passed J&K budget,
described it as the best
budget since 2014, par-
ticularly after the abro-
gation of Article 370 in
2019 and the transition
of Jammu and Kashmir
into a Union Territory.
He stated that despite
financial constraints
and the absence of full
statehood, this budget
is better than the Modi
government’s Union
Budget, which reduced
Jammu and Kashmir’s
funds by 12,000 crores.
However, he reaffirmed
that the struggle for the
restoration of statehood
will continue.

Dimple highlighted that
the budget opens new
opportunities for all sec-
tions of society, particu-
larly for the youth and
traders.

He emphasized that
special attention has
been given to address-
ing unemployment, with
several posts being
referred to the Jammu
and Kashmir Ser-
vices Selection Board
(JKSSB) for recruitment.
He also welcomed initia-
tives aimed at improving
infrastructure and public
services, including road
and tunnel projects, as
well as subsidized chop-
per services for Chenab
Valley, Pir Panjal,
Poonch, and Rajouri.

One of the key
announcements in the
budget, according to
Dimple, is the provision
of free travel for women
and female children in
government and e-bus-
es. Additionally, 200
units of free electricity
have been allocated to
the public, along with
0% stamp duty on gifted
land and other proper-
ties.

The budget has also
increased pension

amounts for senior
citizens and women,
which he praised as a
significant relief for the
people.

Dimple further noted
that the budget has

prioritized improve-
ments in the healthcare
sector, with plans to
enhance the condition
of government medical
colleges and hospitals,
ensuring better medical
facilities for the people.
He also welcomed the
commitment to holding
elections for urban local
bodies and panchayats

1 LOVE MY ‘g\ THNA

soon, which he said
would promote account-
ability and transparency
in governance.
Moreover, the budget
has addressed the con-
cerns of various employ-
ment groups, includ-
ing vocational trainers,
cluster resource coordi-
nators, Kissan Khidmat
Ghars (KKG), SPOs,
Rehbar-e-Khel, physi-
cal teachers, Rehbar-e-
Taleem, Sehat workers,
National Youth Corps,
seasonal teachers,
SRO-43 beneficiaries,
CPWs, land donors,

Anganwadi workers,
Ayushman Bharat Gold
Card beneficiaries,
striking daily wagers,
and paramedical staff.
Dimple asserted that
the inclusion of these
groups reflects the gov-
ernment’s effort to pro-
vide financial and social
security to its workforce.
However, while
acknowledging the
positive aspects of the
budget, Dimple strongly
criticized the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for
failing to address key
economic issues. He
alleged that the BJP-
led government has not
been able to resolve the
growing unemployment
crisis and has neglect-
ed the rising prices of
essential commodi-
ties, including petrol,
diesel, and LPG gas.
He accused the party of
failing to bring meaning-
ful economic relief to the
people despite making
repeated promises.

Bahu Fort Higher Secondary School releases
annual Magazine ‘Kalika’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: Bahu Fort
Higher Secondary School
released its annual magazine,
Kalika, at a grand ceremony

held on Wednesday.

The event was graced by the
presence of esteemed guests,
including Ch. Vikram Singh
Randhawa, MLA of the Bahu
constituency, Jagdeep Padha,
Chief Education Officer, Jammu
and District Youth Services and
Sports Officer Sukhdev Raj

Sharma.

Other Officers from School
Education included Adersh
Bala, Principal Boys HSS
Gandhi Nagar and Ex ZEO

Gandhi Nagar, and Present
ZEO Gandhi Nagar Madhu
Sudha. Moreover Prominent
Citizens from Bahu Fort, Shilpa
Magotra, Trustee Kali Mandir,
Smt Sharda Devi, Ex Corpo-
rater, Social Activists Sumit,
Baldev Raj and other citizens
were also present.

The event also saw participa-
tion from the School Manage-
ment Committee Members
Rajeev Charak, Vivek Patyal,
Parents and
Students were also the part of

Karuna Chettri.

ceremony.

The magazine, Kalika, show-
cases the talent and creativity
of the students and staff mem-
bers of Bahu Fort Higher Sec-

PHYSICS LAB.

Army organizes awareness
lecture on Women Empowerment

at Salani

Top News Report

POONCH, Mar 7: The
Indian Army organized
an insightful lecture on
women empowerment
at Govt. Higher Sec-
ondary School, Salani,
Poonch, aimed at rais-
ing awareness about
various women empow-
erment schemes in rural
Jammu and Kashmir.

The session empha-
sized that the empow-
erment of women is cru-
cial for building a better
future. When women
are empowered, society
as a whole is empow-

ered, paving the way for
progress and prosper-
ity.

The lecture high-
lighted several govern-
ment initiatives aimed
at achieving this goal,
including the National
Policy of Education,
the National Commis-
sion for Women, Balika
Samridhi Yojana, Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan, the
National Programme
for Education of Girls at
the Elementary Level,
the Swayam, Sidha
Women Empowerment
Programme.

A special focus was

also placed on encour-
aging women’s par-
ticipation in the Armed
Forces and Central
Armed Police Forces
and CAPF via various
schemes.

The girls in attendance
expressed their appre-
ciation for the Indian
Army’s efforts to edu-
cate them about these
vital programs, recog-
nizing that knowledge
gained will significantly
improve their outlook on
life and contribute to a
higher standard of living
in the long run.

ondary School.

The event was a grand suc-
cess, with everyone enjoying
the program. The ceremony
began with the welcome salute
by the school girls band troop
thereafter lighting of the lamp
and prayers to Goddess Saras-

wati, foIIowed by the release of
the magazine, and concluded
with the singing of the National

Anthem.
Anuradha Principal of the
School presented vote of

thanks for all the participants
and organisers.

RPP JK condemns derogatory
remarks against Maharaja Hari
Singh by Dy CM

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: The
Rashtriya Parshuram
Parishad (RPP) today
vehemently con-
demned the derogatory
remarks made by the
Deputy Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir,
who referred to the late
Maharaja Hari Singh as
a “dictator.”

The RPP, a prominent
national organization,
expressed deep out-
rage over these com-
ments, calling them not
only an affront to the
legacy of the nationalist
and secular Maharaja of
Jammu and Kashmir but
also an insult to all those
who have fought for the
dignity and honor of the
country.

President of the RPP,
Pt Jeevanand Sharma,
led the strong condem-
nation, stating, “Such
statements are deeply
disrespectful, not just
to Maharaja Hari Singh,
who is revered as the
true crown of Jammu
and Kashmir, but to
every nationalist force
that has contributed to
the freedom struggle
of our great nation.
Maharaja Hari Singh
was a visionary leader,
and his contributions to
India’s freedom move-
ment are undeniable. In
1931, he was one of the

first leaders to actively
participate in the Round
Table Conference, sym-
bolizing his commitment
to the nation’s future
and his role in shaping
the course of Indian his-
tory.”

Pt Sharma further
emphasized that the
Maharaja’s legacy is
one of pride for every
citizen of Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Maharaja Hari Singh
was not just a king; he
was the soul of Jammu
and Kashmir, a secular
ruler who stood for unity
and progress in a time of
division. His leadership
transcended boundar-
ies of caste, creed, and
religion, and such com-
ments serve only to dis-
rupt the harmony that
our state holds dear,”
he remarked.

The RPP President
also criticized the
Deputy Chief Minister’s
remark as not only a
personal affront but
as an unfortunate and
irresponsible statement
coming from a leader,
particularly one belong-
ing to Jammu province.

“It is beyond compre-
hension that such words
have been spoken by a
leader from Jammu, a
region where people
hold Maharaja Hari
Singh in the highest
regard. His vision for a

united and progressive
Jammu and Kashmir is
something that every
proud citizen of this
region cherishes.”

Pt Chandan Dutta, the
Pardesh Mantri of RPP,
also strongly echoed
these sentiments, call-
ing for unity in defend-
ing the legacy of Maha-
raja Hari Singh.

“Every member of the
legislative assembly,
who claims to represent
the true aspirations of
the people, must rise
above party lines and
speak in defense of
Maharaja Hari Singh’s
honor. He was not only
a secular and nationalist
leader but also a symbol
of integrity and resil-
ience for Jammu and
Kashmir,” Dutta said.

In a collective call
to action, the RPP
appealed to all patriotic
citizens and political
representatives to stand
against any attempts to
tarnish the memory of
Maharaja Hari Singh,
a leader whose contri-
butions to the nation’s
unity and sovereignty
are immeasurable.

“We will not tolerate
any insult to Maharaja
Hari Singh’s legacy,” the
RPP stated firmly.

The Rashtriya
Parshuram Parishad,
reaffirming its com-
mitment to preserving
the integrity and honor
of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s history, urged the
government and the
people of the region to
rise above divisive poli-
tics and recognize the
importance of respect-
ing the contributions of
such great leaders in
shaping the identity of
the state and the nation.

Youth Talent Search celebrates Women’s Day W1th honour

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: Youth
Talent Search (YTS),
a prestigious forum
of renowned schools
in Jammu, celebrated
Women’s Day and its
Annual Award Ceremo-
ny with great pomp and
grandeur at Polytechnic
College, Bikram Chowk.
The event witnessed an
inspiring gathering of
educators, students,
and esteemed dignitar-
ies, marking a tribute to
the invaluable contribu-
tions of women in edu-
cation and society.

The ceremony com-
menced with the tra-
ditional lighting of the
lamp, invoking the
blessings of Goddess
Saraswati. Ms. Prabha
Jain, Chairperson of
New Era Environmental
High School, extended a
warm welcome to all the
distinguished guests.

The event was graced
by Indu Kanwal Chib,
Chairperson of JKSSB,
as the Chief Guest,
while Ms. Shagun Man-
chanda, District Mission
Coordinator, Mission
Shakti (Social Welfare

Department), attended
as the Guest of Honor.

Continuing the tradition
of hospitality, Vasudha
(MD, Elite Public High
School), Mala Sharma
(Chairperson, Elite
Public High School),
Anku Charak (Vice Prin-
cipal, Humanity Public
School), Anita Ambar-
dar (Principal, Play Way
House School), and
Usha Jamwal (Princi-
pal, BHMP) welcomed
the guests with floral
bouquets.

Principals, teach-
ers, and students from
reputed schools such
as JK Montessorie
School, New Era Envi-
ronmental High School,
Alexander Memorial

)
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School, Bikram Memo-
rial School, S.D. Tara-
puri School, Elite Public
High School, Humanity
Public School, Playway
House, BHMP School,
and Lawrence Public
School actively partici-
pated in the function.

The event was filled
with mesmerizing per-
formances by talented
teachers, who show-
cased their artistic flair
through scintillating
dance performances,
folk songs, and engag-
ing skits.

Their exceptional
talent captivated the
audience, making the
celebration truly memo-
rable.

The Annual Report of

YTS was presented by
Esther William, Principal
of Alexander Memorial
School.

Chief Guest Indu
Kanwal Chib lauded
YTS for providing a
dynamic platform for
young minds to explore
and exhibit their hidden
talents.

She expressed her
appreciation for the ded-
icated efforts of skilled
teachers in nurturing
students and preparing
them to excel in various
fields.

She further empha-
sized that YTS is doing
commendable work and
should be highlighted at
the national level.

A significant high-

light of the event was
the Rolling Trophy in
memory of Late Geeta
Dixit, presented by
Ashok Dixit to Anku
Charak, Vice Princi-
pal of Humanity Public
School.

Additionally, the Life-
time Achievement
Award was conferred
upon Rajni Gupta
(Director, JKMS),
Neeru Puri (Principal,
S.D. Tarapuri School),
Usha Jamwal (Principal,
BHMP), and Shivani
Joshi (Principal, Law-
rence Public School,
Sidhra), in recognition
of their outstanding con-
tributions to education.

The event concluded
with a heartfelt vote
of thanks delivered by
Rajni Gupta, Coordina-
tor of YTS and Direc-
tor of JK Montessorie
School, Talab Tillo.

The celebration culmi-
nated with the singing
of the National Anthem,
leaving behind an aura
of inspiration and cel-
ebration of women’s
achievements in the
field of education.

Army conducts Medical and Vetermary.Camp at Thanalla

Top News Report

DODA, Mar 7: A part
of ongoing outreach
and helping local popu-
lation, the army located
at Bhaderwah has taken
an initiative to conduct
a Medical and Veteri-
nary Camp at Thanalla,
Doda.

The camp was inau-
gurated by army, who
assured the locals of
unconditional and ever-

lasting support of Indian
Army to the local resi-
dents. A medical team of
army provided the much
needed medical cover to
the gents, ladies, chil-
dren and elderly people
during the camp.

A large number of
patients turned up for
the medical check-up
from the nearby villages.

This medical camp
was organised by
making necessary

arrangements including
various types of medi-
cines, medical equip-
ment and facilities for
examination of patients.
Wide publicity was
given to ensure that
maximum people avail
this opportunity to
attend the camp.
During the camp a total
of 276 Patients various
animals were treated
including Gujjar & Bak-
karwal community.

The local population
were grateful to the
Indian Army for their
concentrated efforts
and assistance in pro-
viding medical aid at
their door step.

The Indian Army also
gave information about
Health, Nutrition and
Child Care to the par-
ents in order to spread
medical awareness
amongst the general
populace.
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India in top form ahead of Champions Trophy 2023 Harmanpreet fined for Code
final in Dubai

India enters the Champions Trophy 2025 Final in Dubai on Sunday in excellent form,

having secured four wins in the tournament, as per the official website of ICC.

DUBAI, Mar 7 (Agencies):
India enters the Champions
Trophy 2025 Final in Dubai
on Sunday in excellent form,
having secured four wins in the
tournament, as per the official
website of ICC.

India’s tournament opener
saw them prevail in a tight
contest against Bangladesh
in Dubai, registering a sizzling
six-wicket victory to begin their
campaign on a winning note.

Pacer Mohammed Shami’s
impressive 5/53, combined
with three scalps from Harshit
Rana and two from Axar Patel,
restricted Bangladesh to 228.

Shubman Gill’s unbeaten
101*, combined with stylish
knocks from Rohit Sharma and
KL Rahul, ensured smooth sail-
ing for India as they reached
the Tigers’ total with 21 balls to
spare.

In their high-voltage clash
against arch-rivals Pakistan,
India displayed their all-round
prowess by chasing down 241
runs with six wickets in hand.

John Davison appointed Italy’s
T20I coach as they target 2026

Kuldeep Yadav weaved his
magic for the Indian side by
taking three crucial wickets to
bundle out Pakistan for 241 in
49.4 overs.

Shubman Gill (46) and Shreyas
lyer (56) came up with some
crucial knocks, but the age-old
rivalry was marked primarily by
a Virat Kohli masterclass that
saw him score an unbeaten 100
to steer India to victory.

A different challenge for Rohit
Sharma’s side in the form of
New Zealand, with the winner

staying unbeaten at the tourna-
ment and earning the top spot
in Group A. Though when these
two sides met, they had both
already qualified for the semi-
final stage.

New Zealand’s bowlers did
well to restrict India’s batting
line-up, with Shreyas lyer (79)
and Hardik Pandya (45) lead-
ing the way as the Asian side
posted a competitive total of
249/9 after they were sent in to
bat first.

It was the Varun Chakravarthy

show in reply, with the spinner
claiming an impressive five-
wicket haul to help bowl New
Zealand out for just 205, as
India progressed through to the
final four with their unbeaten
record intact.

India qualified for the Champi-
ons Trophy final by taking down
another of their top rivals, Aus-
tralia.

The bowlers applied pressure
throughout the Aussies’ bat-
ting innings, restricting them
to 264 all out in the 50th over,
consistently finding key wickets
throughout. Mohammed Shami
chipped in with three big wick-
ets, while spinners Axar Patel
and Ravindra Jadeja grabbed
a couple.

Once again, it was Kohli who
anchored the bulk of India’s suc-
cessful chase, with a poised 84
off 98 balls. The crisp hitting of
Axar Patel, KL Rahul and Hardik
Pandya saw them home safely,
reaching their target with 11
deliveries to spare.

World Cup spot

NEW DELHI, Mar 7 (Agencies):
Former Canada captain and Australian
state cricketer John Davison has been
appointed as Italy’s T20I coach, leading
their push for a place in the 2026 T20
World Cup in India and Sri Lanka.

Italy will compete in the European
Regional Finals of the T20 World Cup
qualifiers in the Netherlands in late
June, where two teams will earn a spot
in the main tournament. They will face
strong competition from the Nether-
lands, Scotland, Guernsey, and Jersey.

“l am excited and honoured to be
appointed head coach of the Italian
T20 men’s program,” Davison said, as
quoted from ESPNcricinfo.

“l didn’t take much convincing once
| heard about the players and people
involved,” he said.

“I have experienced the thrill of quali-
fying for World Cups as a player for
Canada, and | look forward to repeating
that thrill with a diverse and dedicated
group of players and staff representing
Italy,” he added.

Davison is best remembered for his
stunning 111 off 76 balls against West
Indies in the 2003 World Cup. Since
retiring, he has served as a spin-bowl-
ing coach and consultant, working
closely with Australia and players like
Nathan Lyon, Mitchell Swepson, and
Matt Kuhnemann.

He will work alongside Italy’s newly
appointed captain, former Queensland
and Australia opener Joe Burns, who
became eligible to play for Italy last year
through his mother’s heritage.

Italy’s squad also includes Ben and
Harry Manenti, while Tasmania duo
Jake Doran and Tim Ward are awaiting
approval to represent the team based
on their Italian roots. Former Victoria
pacer Matthew Fotia and ex-Australia
U-19 player Jason Ralston are also in
contention for the qualifiers.

“I am honoured to take on this role
and represent Italy on the international
stage,” Burns said when named cap-
tain, as quoted from ESPNcricinfo.

“For me, it is a return to my family’s
roots. Italian cricket has enormous
potential and | am excited to contribute
to its growth. Together with my team-
mates, we are working to achieve ambi-
tious goals and make our fans proud,”
he added.

¥

LUCKNOW, Mar 7
(Agencies): Mumbai
Indians captain Har-
manpreet Kaur was
on Friday fined 10 per
cent of her match fee
for showing dissent at
the umpire’s decision
during her team’s match
against UP Warriorz at
the Ekana Cricket Sta-
dium here.

The incident occurred
at the end of the 19th
over of UPW innings
when umpire Ajitesh
Argal informed Har-

manpreet that only

three fielders could be
outside the circle in the
final over due to a slow
over rate.

Seemingly unhappy
with the ruling, she
was seen engaged in a
brief argument with the
umpire, with teammate
Amelia Kerr also joining
the discussion.

“Harmanpreet Kaur
admitted to the Level
1 offence under Article
2.8 which relates to
showing dissent at an

India all-rounder Sayali Satghare

LUCKNOW, Mar 7
(Agencies): India all-
rounder Sayali Sat-
ghare, currently playing
for Gujarat Giants in
the Women’s Premier
League (WPL), has set
her sights on making the
national squad for the
upcoming ICC Women’s
Cricket World Cup. With
the tournament set to be
hosted in India this year,
Satghare is determined
to contribute to India’s
dream of lifting the
trophy.

“First, the goal is to win
the WPL trophy. Look-
ing ahead, we have a
home World Cup, and
my dream is to be a part
of that team and help
India win,” Satghare told
agency.

“Playing a World Cup
at home will be an
incredible experience,”
she added.

Satghare’s rise in
Indian cricket has been
a story of perseverance.
Reflecting on her jour-
ney, she recalled how
she was initially picked
as a replacement for
Gujarat Giants last
season but did not get a
chance to play.

“After that, my focus
was on working hard
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and improving in all
aspects of my game. |
spent the next three to
four months pushing
myself to get better,” she
explained.

“Later, we had a camp
at the National Cricket
Academy (NCA), which
led to my selection for
India A’s tour of Aus-
tralia. | performed well
there and followed it up
with a strong domes-
tic season. It has been
a journey of ups and
downs, but staying con-
sistent and believing in
myself has helped me.
Playing for India has
been a dream come
true since childhood,”
she added.

Playing for Gujarat
Giants has been a valu-
able experience for

Maddy Green’s century, Hannah Rowe’s four-wicket haul

e

Satghare, who spoke
highly of the environ-
ment within the team.

“For the past two sea-
sons, the franchise has
taken great care of us.
Being part of the WPL is
a massive opportunity,
especially playing along-
side overseas players.
You get to learn so much
from them,” she said.

“Our foreign players
have been incredibly
supportive, always shar-
ing their experiences.
The coaching staff has
also placed a lot of trust
in us,” she noted.

The all-rounder praised
Gujarat Giants’ cap-
tain Ashleigh Gardner,
highlighting her calm
demeanour on the field.

“She’s very composed,
which helps us in tough

situations. On the field,
she constantly commu-
nicates with us about
our game plans, making
sure everything is clear,”
Satghare noted.

She also spoke about
wicketkeeper-batter
Beth Mooney’s influ-
ence.

“Beth Mooney is in
exceptional form. From
the time | have seen her
play for Australia, | don’t
think I've ever seen a
match where she hasn’t
scored. So, actually, we
always talk to her about
how she’s consistent
in any situation or any
condition whether she’s
playing in Australia or
India. When she’s play-
ing elsewhere, she’s
always scoring runs. So,
we try to pick her mind-
set,” she said.

Among her team-
mates, Satghare men-
tioned the West Indies
cricketer Deandra Dottin
as someone she looks
up to.

“Her self-belief is
incredible. No matter the
situation, she backs her-
self completely. That’s
something we can all
learn from,” she added.

As an all-rounder, Sat-

of Conduct breach in WPL

umpire’s decision during
a match,” WPL said in a
release.

“For Level 1 breaches
of the Code of Conduct,
the Match Referee’s
decision is final and
binding.” Harmanpreet
also had a spat with
UP Warriorz’'s Sophie
Ecclestone during the
match, when the Eng-
lish cricketer, stand-
ing at the non-striker’s
end, walked toward the
umpire to explain some-
thing.

Harmanpreet
appeared to respond
sharply, seemingly
asking Ecclestone to
stay out of the conver-
sation.

The exchange prompt-
ed intervention from
square-leg umpire N
Janani and UP War-
riorz captain Deepti
Sharma, who stepped
in to defuse the tension.

UP Warriorz went on
to post a total of 150/9,
a target that Mumbai
Indians chased down in
18.3 overs.

“My dream is to help India win World Cup”:

ghare draws inspiration
from Australian cricket-
ing stars.

“Ellyse Perry has
always been an inspi-
ration, but currently,
the all-rounder | admire
most is Annabel Suther-
land. She is young but
makes significant con-
tributions with both bat
and ball. | really like
how she approaches the
game,” she said.

Gujarat Giants had an
inconsistent start to the
tournament but bounced
back strongly. Satghare
emphasized the team’s
focus on process over
results.

“The key message
in our dressing room
is to stick to our plans
rather than worry about
outcomes. Even in the
matches we lost, our
bowling unit performed
well. We knew that if we
built strong partnerships
in batting, the results
would have been differ-
ent,” she explained.

“No one dwelled on
losses. Instead, we
focused on the posi-
tives, which helped us
regain momentum and
win our last two match-
es,” she said.

N Thangaraja pulls ahead into imposing

seal series for New Zealand

NELSON, Mar 7 (Agencies):
Maddy Green’s superb century
and Hannah Rowe’s impres-
sive four-wicket haul guided
New Zealand to a commanding
78-run victory over Sri Lanka
in the second ODI in Nelson.
With this win, the White Ferns
secured an unassailable 1-0
lead in the three-match series,
with one game remaining, as
per ESPNcricinfo.

After the rain-marred first ODI
in Napier ended in a no-result,
the two teams met under better
conditions at Saxton Oval. New
Zealand captain Suzie Bates
opted to bat first after winning
the toss, but the hosts found
themselves in early trouble.
Bates was run out for just five
in the fourth over, followed
by quick dismissals of Emma
McLeod and Brooke Halliday,
courtesy of Achini Kulasuriya
and Chamari Athapaththu.
Georgia Plimmer’s departure
for 28 left New Zealand strug-
gling at 59/4 in 18 overs.

Green, however, anchored the
innings brilliantly. She built a

crucial 51-run partnership with
Isabella Gaze (19) for the sixth
wicket, stabilizing the innings.
Contributions from the lower-
middle order further strength-
ened New Zealand’s total--Jess
Kerr scored 38 off 44 balls,
while wicketkeeper Polly Inglis
struck a brisk 34 off 21 balls not
out, including five boundaries.
Green remained the backbone
of the innings, bringing up her
century off 109 balls. She had
been in outstanding form in the
domestic One-Day Cup, scor-
ing 125 and 126 in two of her
last three matches, and carried
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that confidence into this game.
New Zealand finished strongly,
adding 84 runs in the final ten
overs to post 245/7. Green was
run out on the last ball while
attempting an extra run, but her
knock had already laid a strong
foundation.

Sri Lanka’s chase got off
to a shaky start as Bree llling
removed captain Athapaththu
for 11 in the fifth over. Rowe
then struck in the eighth over,
dismissing opener Vishmi
Gunaratne to put New Zealand
firmly in control.

Harshitha Samarawickrama,

continuing her fine form from the
first ODI where she scored an
unbeaten 66, fought back with
another half-century. Her 68-run
stand with Kavisha Dilhari (25)
offered Sri Lanka a glimmer of
hope. However, back-to-back
wickets from Eden Carson and
llling in the 22nd and 23rd overs
halted their momentum.

At 101/4, Sri Lanka needed
Samarawickrama to anchor
the chase, but she fell for 58,
giving Rowe her second wicket.
From there, the innings unrav-
eled quickly. Nilakshika Silva
was trapped Ibw by Bates, and
Anushka Sanjeewani was run
out by Kerr. Rowe returned to
claim two more wickets, finish-
ing with outstanding figures of 4
for 31. Carson wrapped up the
innings in the 47th over, seal-
ing a comprehensive victory for
New Zealand.

With the series already in the
bag, the White Ferns will look to
complete a clean sweep in the
final ODI, scheduled for Sunday
at the same venue.

five-shot lead in round three

AHMEDABAD, Mar 7 (Agencies): Sri
Lanka’s N Thangaraja found his way
back to the top of the leaderboard and
made his good putting form count as he
pulled ahead into an imposing five-shot
lead in round three of the INR 1 crore
Ahmedabad Open 2025 being played
at the Kensville Golf & Country Club
near Ahmedabad, as per a release by
Ahmedabad Open.

The 43-year-old Thangaraja (65-73-
69), the round one leader who had
slipped to second place, one behind
the lead on day two, struck a solid
three-under 69 on Thursday to regain
his lead and move his total to nine-
under 207 thus opening up a huge gap
over the rest of the field. Thangaraja,
now the hot favourite, will be searching
for his fifth PGTI title and his first win
since 2023 come Friday.

Chandigarh’s Harendra Gupta (70-67-
75), the halfway leader, carded a 75 in
the penultimate round to drop down to
tied second place at four-under 212.

Mysuru’s Yashas Chandra (72-70-70),
the only player to have not returned an
over-par score in the tournament so
far, came up with a second straight 70
to gain one spot and join Gupta in tied
second position.

Ahmedabad’s Varun Parikh (69) was
in tied fifth place at one-under 215.

Former PGTI Order of Merit winner
Manu Gandas of Gurugram carded the
day’s best score of 67 to be placed tied
10th at two-over 218.

N Thangaraja, who had a poor day
with the putter in round two, produced
a contrasting third round having turned
around his putting form. Thanga made
four birdies all of which came as a
result of conversions from six feet. He
dropped a lone bogey.

Thangaraja said, “| made 16 greens
in regulation today, landed it close con-
sistently and sank most putts. I'm glad |
was able to regain my putting form just
before the all-important final round,” as
quoted from a release by Ahmedabad
Open.

“My ability to play the low shot well
helped me a lot in the windy conditions
here at Kensville. The low shot always
gives an advantage of about five to six
yards when playing in windy conditions.
I'm now keen to get back to winning
ways,” he added.

Yashas Chandra made three birdies
and a bogey during his round of 70
while Harendra Gupta conceded three
bogeys during his 75.
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Grand Maha Shivratri Bhandara organized at Jammu University Campus
CM'’s Advisor lauds scholars, students Jor promoting interfaith unity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: The
students and scholars
of Jammu University,
under the chairmanship
of Dr. Vikas Sharma,
Coordinator Jammu Dis-
trict and Zonal Secretary
of the Jammu and Kash-
mir National Conference
(JKNC), organized a
grand Shivratri Bhanda-
ra at Nag Mandir near
Boys Hostel, Jammu
University, here today
which was inaugurated
by Nasir Aslam Wani,
Advisor to the Chief
Minister, who was chief
guest and presided over
by Former Minister and
Zonal President JKNC
Babu Rampaul.

Ex-MLA Qazi Jalal-
Ud-Din, and Provincial
Joint Secretary JKNC,
Ankush Abrol were the
guests of honor.

The religious and com-
munity event witnessed
the presence of promi-
nent political figures,
students, and scholars,

marking a significant
occasion of spiritual and
social harmony.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Nasir Aslam wani
lauded the efforts of the
students and organizers
for fostering communal
harmony and upholding
the rich cultural tradi-
tions of the region.

He highlighted the
importance of such
gatherings in strength-
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ening societal bonds
and promoting interfaith
unity.

He especially lauded
Dr Vikas Sharma, who
leads the organizing
committee which orga-
nizes Bhandara every
year on the occasion of
Maha Shivratri.

Celebration of such
festivals joining hands
together brings mutual
love, bonding and

respect for one another,
he added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Babu Rampaul
emphasized the role of
youth in preserving cul-
tural heritage and pro-
moting values of service
and togetherness.

He appreciated the
active participation of
the student community
in organizing the bhan-
dara, which, he stated,

was a testament to their
commitment to social
welfare and tradition.

Besides, few journal-
ists were also honoured
on this occasion and
Vikshay Vashist was
delivered the welcome
address; Gourav Partap
Singh, University Presi-
dent NSF was delivering
the vote of thanks.

A large number of
students, scholars, and
devotees gathered at
the venue to take part
in the spiritual celebra-
tions.

Other prominent
present on the occa-
sion include Davinder
Sharma, Abhishek
Uppal, Lovesh Bharat,
Ishtyaq ahmed, Ankush
Sharma, Muneeb ul
Islam , Nisharat Ali,
Pankaj Sharma, Sourav
Thakur, Sahil Kerni,
Rahul Gupta, Cheetan
Singh, Babu, Gourav
Bhagat, Nikhal parihar,
Veer, Vikas Sharma,
Sahil Sharma, Ankush
Babu and others.

SMVDU conducts one-week (online)
Short Term Course on “Factory of Future:
Present and Future Perspectives”
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Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 7: One-
Week (online) Short
Term Course on “Fac-
tory of Future: Present
and Future Perspec-
tives” (Funded by PM-
USHA Scheme, Govt.
of India) is organized by
School of Mechanical
Engineering.

This course is funded
under the PM-USHA
Scheme, a flagship ini-
tiative designed to pro-
mote skill development
and foster innovation in
cutting-edge technolo-
gies.

In this session various

Journey of Robotics: Past, Present & Future

experts from academia
and industry such as
Prof. Niraj Sinha, IIT
Kanpur; Prof. Velaga-
pudi Vasu, NIT Waran-
gal; Jitendra Kumar, Sr.
Manager, BHEL Bhopal;
Prof. Sunil Jha, IT Delhi;
Prof. Manupati Vijaya
Kumar, [IM Mumbai;
Prof. Somashekhar S.
Hiremath, IIT Madras
have delivered a talk on
STP.

Prof. (Dr.) Pragati
Kumar, Vice Chancel-
lor, SMVDU grace the
occasion as patron who
gave emphasize on the
requirement of Al in
manufacturing sectors.

Prof. (Dr.) Balbir Singh
Dean Academic Affairs,
SMVDU graced the
occasion as Chief Guest
who gave special atten-
tion towards automa-
tion in manufacturing
sectors.

Prof. (Dr.) R.K Jha,
Dean Faculty of Engi-
neering, SMVDU grace
the occasion as a Guest
of Honor who highlight-
ed the use of electronics
devices for facilitating
the Factory of Future.

Dr. Yatheshth Anand,
Head, School of
Mechanical Engineer-
ing delivered the spe-
cial address who talked
about the concept of
sustainability in manu-
facturing sectors. Dr.
Amit Kumar Sinha and
Dr. Rajiv Kumar coor-
dinated the events and
Dr. Sanjay Sharma act
as co-coordinator for the
event.

Lastly vote of thanks
given by Dr. Varun Dutta,
Organizing Secratery, of
the STP.

SMVDU hosts two day online workshop on Design Thinking

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 7: The Two-
Day Workshop on Design
Thinking, Critical Thinking,
and Innovation Design suc-
cessfully concluded at Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Univer-
sity (SMVDU).

Held online, the workshop
aimed to equip participants
with vital skills in problem-
solving, creativity, and inno-
vation.

The workshop was coordi-
nated by Dr. Mir Irfan Ul Hagq,
Associate Professor, SME
and Prof. Ankush Anand
(Coordinator, Bachelor of

Design ) and jointly orga-
nized by the Institute Inno-
vation Council (IIC), SMVDU,
and the SMVDU Technology
Business Incubation Center
(TBIC), the workshop attract-
ed over 80+ participants,
including students, entrepre-
neurs, designers, and aspir-
ing innovators from across
India such as UIET Kathua,
JMI New Delhi, Central Uni-
versity of Rajasthan, IUST
Awantipora, Jammu Uni-
versity, Delhi Technological
University, and Galgotia Uni-

versity.

The workshop featured

a distinguished panel of
resource persons who deliv-

Design Thinking in Action - How industry
Innavates

ered enriching sessions
throughout the two-day event

Dr. Sumer Singh, Depart-
ment of Design, IIT Delhi,
Dr. Dinesh Singh, Mechani-
cal Engineering Depart-
ment, NIT Srinagar, Abhilash
Kumar Braroo, Associate
Project Manager, JKEDI, Dr.
Deepshika, Department of
Design, JMI, New Delhi, Dr.
Taruna Singh, Department
of Design, DTU, New Delhi
and Nandeesha M, Lead UX
Designer and Design Think-
ing Expert, SAP Labs India.

The event provided a com-
prehensive approach to
integrating Design Thinking,
Critical Thinking, and Innova-

tion Design methodologies,
giving attendees valuable
insights into applying these
concepts to real-world chal-
lenges.

Prof. Ashutosh Vashistha
President Institute Innovation
Council (l1IC) SMVDU, Dr.
Sanjay Mohan Sharma, CEO
SMVDU TBIC, Prof. A.K Das,
Dean R&D and Dr. Sanjeev
Anand (Assoc. Dean R&D)
in their address to partici-
pants informed that SMVDU
is committed to continuing
such initiatives, ensuring that
future innovators and leaders
are equipped with the knowl-

edge and skills needed to
succeed in the ever-evolving
world of design and technol-
ogy and thanked Prof. Pra-
gati Kumar, Vice Chancellor,
SMVDU for his support and
appreciation for organizing
such events and his aca-
demic leadership.

Pertinently SMVDU has
started a four year program
on Bachelor of Design and
is the only university in J&K
UT to offer the program.
Ms. Tanshiga Bhati from the
Bachelor of Design carried
out the proceedings of the
program.

YRS condemns derogatory remarks
agamst Maharaja Harl Slngh by Dy CM

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 7: The
Yuva Rajput Sabha-J&K
(YRS) today expressed
its vehement resentment
and condemnation over
the derogatory remarks
made by Surinder Singh
Choudhary, the Deputy
Chief Minister of Jammu
& Kashmir, regarding
Maharaja Hari Singh Ji,
the last ruler of Jammu &
Kashmir.

Speaking to the media,
Choudhary termed
Maharaja Hari Singh as
a “dictator” and referred
to those involved in the
1931 uprising as “mar-
tyrs,” while completely
ignoring the atrocities
they committed, including
killing Kashmiri Pandits,
burning their properties,
and committing heinous
crimes against women.

In response to this
inflammatory statement,
the Yuva Rajput Sabha
organized a massive
protest near the statue
of Maharaja Hari Singh,
blocking the heavily traf-
ficked Tawi Bridge for
several hours.

The protest saw active
participation from thou-
sands of Rajput youth,
demonstrating their
strong disapproval of the
Deputy CM’s remarks.

Raghubir Singh, Chair-
man of the Yuva Rajput
Sabha, made a statement
emphasizing that while
Surinder Singh Choud-
hary issued an apology
for his remarks, the YRS
strongly condemns the
comments made against
Maharaja Hari Singh and

the Dogra community.

He warned that any
future attempts to defame
the legacy of the Maha-
raja or insult the Dogra
pride would not be toler-
ated, and leaders making
such remarks would face
serious consequences.

Vikram Singh Vicky,
President of the YRS,
also voiced his outrage,
stating, “The ill-informed
and inflammatory remarks
made by Surinder Singh
Choudhary in the Assem-
bly are absolutely unac-
ceptable.

It is both hypocritical
and destructive to contin-
ue the selective bashing
of Maharaja Hari Singh,
who made monumental
contributions to the state,
such as declaring Urdu
as the official language,
introducing reforms in
social, religious, legal,
and domicile matters,
and building key institu-
tions like banks, schools,
hospitals, and courts that
continue to serve the
people to this day. His
vision for a diverse, inclu-
sive Jammu & Kashmir is
often ignored by those
who choose to pander to
their political masters. It
is time to move past the
outdated political narra-
tives that have divided the
state for decades.”

Vicky further pointed out
that the selective focus on
the events of 1931, when
anti-national elements
took part in violent pro-
tests that led to the killing
of innocent civilians, was
a ploy to manipulate the
people of Jammu & Kash-
mir for political gains.

He criticized the hypoc-
risy of those who raise
the issue of Martyrs’ Day
year after year, which only
fuels further division and
violence in the region.

Rajan Singh Happy,
Ex-President of YRS,
also weighed in on the
matter, expressing his
strong dissatisfaction:
“It is a shame that, after
75 years of indepen-
dence, some elements
continue to distort his-
tory and manipulate the
public by glorifying those
responsible for the vio-
lence and chaos in 1931.
Maharaja Hari Singh,
despite facing immense
challenges, worked tire-
lessly for the betterment
of the people of Jammu
& Kashmir, establishing
a governance system
that was ahead of its
time. Instead of focusing
on these distortions, we
need to focus on the real
issues at hand and move
forward in a spirit of unity
and progress.”

The Yuva Rajput
Sabha demanded that
the Jammu & Kashmir
government and its rep-
resentatives refrain from
making such derogatory
statements in the future,
as these remarks do
nothing but create further
division and unrest in an
already sensitive and
volatile region.

The Sabha is resolute
in its stand to protect the
legacy of Maharaja Hari
Singh and will not tolerate
any attempts to tarnish
his reputation or the pride
of the Dogra community.

S

tudyhosh

MASTER

——

Govermment OF India Certified Course

with the Po
Vedic M

MATHEMATIC

werof °

aths L .

. Enhance Your Child's Interast im Maths!

20+ yedrs Experienc

ed Trdiner

Course

I'J

b i
R
=
0




