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Pulwama attack anniversary: PM, HM

Dr Rakesh
Kumar
Sharma
promoted
as MS GMC

Jammu

JAMMU, Feb 14
(Agencies): The Health
and Medical Education
Department has promot-
ed and regularized the
services of Dr Rakesh
Kumar Sharma as the
Medical Superintendent
of Government Medical
College (GMC) Jammu.

Dr Sharma, who was
serving as the Incharge
Medical Superintendent,
will now hold the position
on a regular basis.

Srinagar
Police seize
668 books
linked to
banned
organisation

SRINAGAR, Feb 14
(Agencies): Srinagar
Police on Friday con-
ducted a search fol-
lowing reports that the
literature of a banned
organisation was being
distributed in the city,
officials said.

“Based on credible
intelligence regarding
the clandestine sale and
distribution of literature
promoting the ideology
of a banned organiza-
tion, Police conducted a
search in Srinagar, lead-
ing to the seizure of 668
books,” said a spokes-
man of Srinagar police
on X.

He said legal action
has been initiated under
Section 126 of the
BNSS.

Five houses
damaged
in late-
night fire
in Maloora,
Shalteng

SRINAGAR, Feb 14
(Agencies): A late-night
fire damaged five single-
story residential struc-
tures in the Maloora,
Shalteng area of central
Kashmir’s Srinagar dis-
trict on Thursday.Kash-
mir travel guide

Officials told that the
fire broke out around
10:01 PM, engulfing
five residential sheds in
flames.

Upon receiving the
information, fire and
emergency service
teams rushed to the spot
and worked to control
the fire.

According to officials,
the blaze caused severe
to partial damage to
roofs, furniture, bedding,
and household goods.
Some belongings were
completely destroyed.

Firefighters managed
to bring the flames under
control, preventing fur-
ther damage. However,
the cause of the fire
remains unknown.
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NEW DELHI, Feb 14
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday led the nation in
paying tributes to the
CRPF personnel who
lost their lives in a terror
attack on their convoy in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pulwama on this day
in 2019.Kashmir travel
guide

“Homage to the coura-
geous heroes we lost in
Pulwama in 2019. The
coming generations will
never forget their sac-
rifice and their unwav-
ering dedication to the

nation,” PM Modi wrote
in a post on X.

Union Minister Amit
Shah also paid a heart-
felt tribute to the soldiers
who were martyred in
the ‘cowardly terrorist
attack in Pulwama’.

Taking this to social
media platform X, HM
Shah wrote in a post
(in Hindi), “On behalf
of the grateful nation,
| pay my heartfelt trib-
ute to the soldiers who
were martyred in the
cowardly terrorist attack
in Pulwama on this day
in the year 2019. Terror-

ism is the biggest enemy
of the entire human race
and the whole world has
united against it. Be it a
surgical strike or an air
strike, the Modi govern-
ment is determined to
completely destroy the
terrorists by running a
campaign with a ‘zero
tolerance’ policy against
them.”

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh also paid
homage to the brave
CRPF personnel who
sacrificed their lives for
the nation.

“On this day in 2019,

Newly appointed BSF IG discusses
border security with LG Manoj Sinha

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14
Inspector General of
BSF, Jammu frontier,
Shashank Anand called
on Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha here on
Friday and discussed
various issues of border
security with him, a
spokesperson said.

A Haryana cadre IPS
officer, Anand took over
as the new |G of BSF on
February 7, replacing D
K Boora who had held

the post from October
2021. Anand has been
posted at the BSF head-
quarters in New Delhi.

During his meeting with
Sinha, the new IG of the

BSF briefed him on the
mTurntopage 9
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India lost our brave
CRPF personnel in
a gruesome terrorist
attack in Pulwama. Their
sacrifice for the nation
will never be forgotten.
| pay homage to them
and offer unwavering
support to their fami-
lies. India stands united
in honouring their valor
and we remain resolute
in our fight against ter-
rorism,” the Defence
Minister wrote in a post
on X.

February 14, 2025
marks five years of the
deadly Pulwama terror
attack that claimed the
lives of 40 CRPF per-
sonnel on duty.

In 2019, a suicide
bomber targeted a
convoy carrying soldiers
on the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway.

The attack claimed
the lives of 40 soldiers,
and more than 35 were
injured, making it one
of the most gruesome
terror attacks in

mTurn to page 9

Sacrifices will forever
be remembered: LG
on Pulwama attack
anniversary

-

SRINAGAR, Feb 14
(Agencies): Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
today said that sacrifices
in the service of moth-
erland will forever be
remembered.

Taking to micro-blog-
ging site X (formerly
Twitter) LG said: “Heart-
felt tribute to the coura-
geous martyrs of the
heinous Pulwama attack
of 2019. Their supreme
sacrifice in the service of
motherland will forever
be remembered.

The courage & selfless
commitment of our gal-
lant heroes will continue
to inspire generations”.

On February 14, 2019,
a suicide bomber tar-
geted a convoy carry-
ing soldiers at Lethpora
Pulwama on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar National
Highway.

The attack claimed
the lives of 40 soldiers,
and more than 35 were
injured, making it one
of the most gruesome
terror attacks in history
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Deputation
of three IAS
officers to
Jammu and
Kashmir
extended by
one year

SRINAGAR, Feb 14
(Agencies): The Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) has
extended the deputation
of 3 1AS officers includ-
ing that of Budgam,
Pulwama and Kulgam
Deputy Commissioners
to Jammu and Kashmir
by one-year.

Sources said the
DOPT extension has
been granted to Athar
Aamir Khan, Basharat
Qayoom, and Akshay
Labroo. This follows the
request from the J&K
Government.

Athar is servingas DC
Kulgam from 4 Janu-
ary 2024 and got allot-
ment in the IAS in 2016.
Akshay Labroo has been
serving as Deputy Com-
missioner Budgam since
April 29, 2023. Basharat
Qayoom is serving as
Deputy Commissioner
Pulwama.

6 Kgs suspected heroin seized
near LoC in Rajouri

RAJOURI/JAMMU,
Feb 14 (Agencies):
Jammu and Kashmir
police on Friday seized
six kg of narcotics,
believed to be high-
grade heroin worth over
Rs 30 crore in the inter-
national market, from a
village near the Line of

Control in Rajouri dis-
trict, officials said.

The recovery from the
forward village in Now-
shera sector was made
on the disclosure of two
drug peddlers, who were
arrested with a consign-
ment of drugs a few
weeks ago.

They said the consign-
ment was smuggled
from across the border
and was found hidden at
a secluded place.

The investigation of
the case is going on and
some more arrests and
recoveries are expected
in the coming days, the
officials said.

Owners of Jammu-Based
Newspapers meet Director Information,

Highlight Industry Concerns

L

K |

Top News Report
JAMMU, Feb 14: A del

egation of Jammu-
based newspaper

owners met with Nitish
Rajora, Director of
Information yesterday
to congratulate him on
assuming charge and to
discuss key challenges
faced by the print media
industry.

The delegation, com-
prising Pritam Singh
Saini, Rajiv Chuni, Rajiv
Mahajan, Amit Sawh-
ney, Satish Poonchi and
Abhishek, engaged in a
detailed discussion on
various pressing issues

=Turnto page 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, February 14, 2025

TENTH DAY & RASAM PAGRI

With profound gref and sofow we regrel o inform the
ead dernise of our beloved fther Shri Bhuvnes war
Singh Shathia who et for his heaverly abode on
[4-02-2025 (Tueada y).

Tenth Day & Rasam Kriya shall b= perorred on
13-02-2023 - (Thureday) & 16-02-2025 (Sunday)
respeclively al Shiv Mardin, Gurha Slathia, Mardi

Ardrar, Bada Mahal.

Gricf Stricken:

SmL Sheel Devi {Wife)

Mra. & Kr snrudh Sng b Slethia
Mre. & Mr. Baswev Singh Skthie
Mrs. & Klr. Ram Sham

Late ER, Balbit Singh Jarmval (Son-in-Law)
Sk Arjal Jarmwal | Daughtear)
Bhabhis & Brothers

Mre. & Kr. Mlamear Singh

Mrs. & Mr Surirder Singh

SHR| BHUVNESHWAR
BINGH SLATHLA

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorow, we inform
the szad demise of our beloved Babli
Bumbly, wife of Sh.Satish Sumbly, arigi-
i nally a resident of Drabiyar, Habba Kadal,
Srinagar, and presently residing at D-201,
Anusandhan Apardments, Plol No, 22,
Sector 6, Dwarka, New Delhi. s
The Tenth Day Kriva will be perﬁ;:rmed ) ! a
on 17th February 2025 (Monday) at 8:00 Babli Sumbly i
AM at Shri Gauri Shankar Mandir, New
i Palam Vihar, Block T, Sector 108, Gurgaon, Haryana.
Grief Stricken
Sumbly's, Raina's, Koul's, Bhat's & Kaul's
For any further information please contact
| Satish Sumbly +291 9818680373 Geeta Raina +91 9717712211
Adarsh Kaul +91 92665 068322

near Posh Bab Aashram on Saturday Bthi
February, 2025.

10th Day shall be performed on Monday,
17th Feb., 2025 at Akhnoor. Assembly will be
heid at Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughters and Sons in law

Raj Dulari Bhat Wfo Mahan Lal Bhat

Smt. Sheela Koul

Rattan Lal Koul and Daizy Koul

 TENTH DAY KRIYA

\Ouwr reverad father Sh Aviar Krishen Ganjuy
|SJ-|:| Lt Shi Isha Lal Ganju orginally resident off |
|Mofiyar, Rainawar Srnagar prasently 180] (0
| Sector 5 Channi Himmat, Jammu passad away
-ipaan:efull',l o merge with elarnity on

| DEVD22025 .

.'l'erln Day Kriya will be held at Alkhmoor on
|1T"'!I'} af Fab 2025 at 800 AM. and Assambhy q

{at Muthi Ghat &l 11:00 A M.

.EHEEF STRICKEN
| Susheela Pandita Ganju (Wife)

'qsnns and Daughters-in-Law)

(Tito Ganju and Monika Kohl
JEl.lmll and Deepshikha Ganju
Ishn Syesha and Aauram [Grand children)
1Tn~lnphnm 9A0GZRT2T -I

Sh Avtar Krishen Ganju

10TH DAY/ UTHALA

With profound grief and sormow, we inform the sad
demiz= of our baloved Smi. Uma Sharma Wiolate
Eh. Prakash Smarma (Ex MLA Samba) Rfc Ward
No.8 Samba, who expired on 05-02- 2025,

TENTH DAY will be perormed on 14-02-2025
(Friday) at our ressdence at 10 AM.

KRIYA will ba held on 1502 2025 (Satuday).
UTHALA will b kel on 17-02-2025 [Morday) at
3PM at our nesidenca.

GRIEF STRICKEN

{Daughter and Son in Law)

MrzJyoti Shama & M Viernder Sharma
(Daughter inLaw and Son)

Mm. Vandara Sharma B Mr Ragsh Sharwe (Chaimman Bhamrgave Group of Irstihuies, Samia)
Mrs. Dheeraj Bhari & Mr. Sangey Sharma (Dawghter in Law and Son)

(MO Brargava Goup of Ingtiutes & President Distrct Corgress Committes Samba)
Mrs Mesna & Rajpev Shanmae | Daughter in law & Nephew)

Mrs (Dr) Miall & Mohit Sharma :Gmruil:laugﬂ'er in Law and Grandson)

Or. Akshia Sharma & Mr. Abisteik (Granddaughter and Grandson iin Law)

DOv Despanshy, YVasundra & Dhana niay (Grand C hild ren)

Mob: TO0GE40035, 9419153400

OBITUARY

With profound grief & sorrow, we ragret to inform g
the sad demise of our beloved father Sh Soom ==
Nath Pandita S/o Lt. Sh Nand Lal Pandita of
Jetty Road, Khewaja Bagh Baramulla, Kashmir
AP H.Mo. 16, General Lane Saraswati Vihar v 8 %3
Tomal Bohri Jammu on 8th Feb. 2025. SR e
10th Day will be performed on 17th Feb. 2028
at Akhnoor Ghat at 7.30 AM and Assembly will
be hald at Muthi Ghat near Director School
Education Office Jammu at 11 AM.

Grief Stricken

Mrs Maiha & Mr Deapak Fandita

Pandita’s, Dhar's, Tickoo's, Bazaz's, Koul's
Mob, No. 8402693958, 8492893959

SMT. UMA SHARMA

Sh Soom Math Fandtll

OBITUARY/10TH DAY KRIYA

Vary sad to inform . the untimealy demisea -:nrl =
our Dear Vikas Hotru (Micky) Sio Lale

Surandar Haotru, originally of Safakadal,
Srinagar, presently at Shalimar Garden,
Ghaziabad.

10th Day Krya wil be heid at Ganga
Canal, Murad Magar on 170272025
[Maonday) betwesn 8 AM fo 10 AM.
Assambly & Praver mast will be held at 31,
Owarlka Apts. Shalmar Garden Ext. 1,
Sahibabad (Ghb.).

Im Grief:

Smt Sushma Fotruy Mot ber

Mrs Hachna Kot -Wife

Wr= Rekha & Mr Vishal Koiru -Bhabi & Brother

Shri Ramesh Ketru & Usha Kobru -Uncle & Aurnly

Master Aryan Kotru -Son

Wz, Praknti Kotru -Daughter Mz Achira lkotry -Daughter
Wrs Finky & Mr Dinesh Bhat Brather-in-law

Samast Kotru’s, Bhat's, Jalali's, Sarafs, Trisal's, Kokiloo™ Parivar

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griaf & sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved mother Smit.
Bimla (Tathiji) W/o Sh, Mahara] Krishen
Raina originally resident of Khardori "
Habbakadal/Channapora Srinagar A
Kashmir, who attained Mirvan on 6ih Feb. i
'?
‘.I;'

> =

Vikas Kaolru l,'lil'l

Tophsharkhanla Falaura, Jammil,
Terth Day Kriya wil be periormed at
Akhnoor on 152/2025.

2025 at her rasidance H.Mo. 148, Lana 34,
Mandlik Magar, Sec-2, Near Afta Chakki,

Smt. Bimla
(Tathili)

Assembly for 10th Day will be held at
Muthi Ghat near Director of School
Education on 1502025 at 10:45 AM,
GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Mahara] Krshen Raina - Husband - 6005838112

Sons & Daughters-in-law

amt Meanakshi & 5h B K. Raina - 8419183246

Smit Manjoo & Sh. K.K. Raina - 9469267654

Muskan, Molley & Bavish - Grand Children

Raina's, Bhat's, Bhan's, Koul's, Bindroo's, Mattoo's & Pandita Parivars

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profeund grief and somow we infarm the sad
and untimely demise of our beloved Sh. Amit Kol

denl of Ranbirpom (Kheribal) Anantrag and present ly
at H'No 1A Shardha Cobny, Patoli Srahmana, Jammu
on 12-02-2025,

Terth Day Kriya will be periormed on 21-02-2025
(Friday} al Akhroor Ghal, Assembly will be held ai
Famwli Bahamana Ghat at17:00 am.

Sh. Amit Koul {Shanu)

Sh. Romi Kouland Smt Renu Koul (Bhai & Babhi)

Sh. Anku Kou (B hal)

Smt. Dulan Ko (C hac hi)

Sh. Krishan Ji Koul (Chacha)

Smt Sheel Raima (Buwa)

Smt Phools Raina (Buwa)

5h Mohan Lal Tikoo & Smi Suman Ji Tikeo {Phoofa £ Buwa)
Sh. Shuban Ji Kandmoo and Smi. Pirkey Ji (Mousa & Massi)
Sh. SheshiMarmhats & St Sweety i (Mousa & Wassl)
Sh. Alay Raina & Smi. Anu Raina (Cousin)

Children: Mohu & Shivya

Samast Parivar Jan

95967 56156, TO0G24943 5, B4 19148430, 8625051278

10TH DAY/OBITUARY
With profound grief and sorrow we regrat to
[nform the sad demise of our befoved mothar
Smt. Oma Shor Wio LL Sh. Brij Lal Raina of
villaga Pinglishi, (Tral) Kashmir, breathed har
last on 06-02-2025 al her residence H.Mo. 21
Lane No. 273 Reop Magar Endave-B Jammu.
10th Day Kriya will ba parformed at Akhnoor

Ghat on 17-02-2025 and the Assambly will be
held sl Muthi Ghal near Directorate School
Education at 11.00 am.

Griaf Stricken

Smi. Maohan Rani- Devrani

Son's and Daug hter-in-Law

Smit. Basanti & Sh. Tej Krishan Raina (9469187435)

Smt. Oma
Shori

Smit. Beta & Sh. Sanjay Raina (841 0118765)
Davghter's and Son-in-Law

smt. Vijay & Sh. Hira Lal Thaploe (Wanpooh)
Smi. Reeta and Sh. Chand ji Bakshi (Wachi)
Smit. Pinky & Sh. K.L. Bhan (Mahind)

Grand Children

Mrs. Ankila and Mr. Anghu Reshi (Anantnag)
Mrs. Aakrifi & Mr. Mikhil Raina (0622046088)
Grand Children: Shivam Raina, Mitesh Raina, Rimpy and Rachna

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

WWith prodound Qriof Snd Somow, wis Fog et you i info m
that our mother Karamyogl Smit, Prab howat| Bhist
[Tulsi] Wa LL Sh Neal Kanih Bhat of Sagam,
Koknrrag prasontly rosiding at Purkhu Camp, J8men
s jolned 1he DWE Sal of Almghty on 06 Fab 25
Tanth Day Kriya Karam wil ba parformed on 15 Feb
26 [Saf) al Akhnoor Ghal, Jammu at 0800hrs
Assombly will be hed ai Communiy Hall Purkhu
Camp by 1030hme.

GRIEFLY STRICKEN:-

Son and Davghlersn:kay

ShAshok Kumar Bhat and Sed Marcy B hat
Daughiers and S on-in-law

Smil Bima jand 2h R.L Pandita,

=mi Zaniceha jand Sh SN Pardita

Smi Bita j and Sh MK Raire KARAMYOGI
S Jyoli j and Sh. Ram ji Raina SMT. PRABHAWATI BHAT
Grandson and Grand Daughior in-law TuLsI

Mr. Sunmy Sagar Bhat and Mrs Sharu Kow Bhat
Grand Daughiers and Grand Son-indaws

Mre, Arctum Bral and Mr Rockey Koul

ks Manju Bhat and Mr. Rohil Kool

Maternal Grand Children

Babi ji Anu j. Staiiuj, Mn,hu Ji Wity jL Anku i Arshu i Gugi j and Lily ji
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:

Samiya, Mahi, Aaray, Vivan, Ru!hmk‘] Shivan, Shival ard Pad

Contact Mos . 3596800621, 6005207976

UTHALA

With profound grief and sorow i inform the sad
demise of our beloved Late Yash Kumari
Chandan Wio Late Madan Mohan Chandan Rio
67 B/0 Gandhi Nagar Jammu near fire service
station. The Uthala will be peformed at Panch
Mandir, Green Belt Park, Gandhi Nagar Jammu
an Saturday 1502725 from 4 PM to 5 PM

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Son and Daughter in law

Reld ETO U S Chandan and Shashi Chandan
Daughter

Neera Sharma

Grandchildren

Rohin Chandan, Reema Shama, Nakul Chandan, Aman Sharma, Arb
Sharma, Swali Sharma and Vinay Kharbanda

Great Grandchildren

Shrae, Aaryaman, Aarav, Aryan, Suhana and Mahira

Contact No: 9622222311, 9419116026

TENTH DAY RITUALS

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORAONY WE REGRET
T3 INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF & TARLOK SMGH 58
ADVWDC ATE JEE HGH COURT LEFT FOR HEAVERLY
ADDDE OH8-02-2025
AS FER RITUALS THE AKHAND PATH SAHIB SHALL BE
ICOMRIENCEDCN 14-0F: 2020 AT S8 D0AM AT HD ME WA RD
MO 3 MOWEHERA AND BHOG SMHRI AKHAND PATH
SAHIB WILL BE O N 18-07-25 SLMNDAY AT &AM AT HOKME
AMD BKIRTA N DARBAR AND FINAL ARDAS WILL OC PCR-
FORMED FROM 130 TO 123530 PR AT GURDWA RS

HHATI FATSHAH MOWSHERA FOLLOWED 8Y GURLU
KAATOOT LAMGAR.
GRIEF STRICKEN :
SRT SWARKMIIT KOLIE (WIFE)
COCTOR RAIARALLANSIR SIMGH [S0MN)
DALGHTERE AN D SONS -FN-LAW
FHARPREET ROLUIR AMD S AR SN G
MAMFREET KDUR AND DOCTOR B 3 DUTTAAJMER
BROTHER S AND SISTERS IN-LAWS
SH. CHELAS FAMW SHARKMS AMND LATE WEDOWANTI

OB FRITAR SIRGEH AMD LATE SMT RAJINDE R KOLUR
5 LAWAMGAHR SINGH AND SMT PREM BOUR
SISTERS AND BROTHERS -IM -LAWS
ST PARKME S HWAR KD UR ARND 5 JATVIR SIMSH
SMT AMRIT FRUIR AMND § BALWANT SINGH
ST KLILVANT M2 UR AND SLEEDAR JEET SINGH
THAKAR KLALDIP EIMNGH RT0 PRINCIPAL SESSIDMN JUDGCE
SKT RITA KLUMNOAL AN SH RAMESH KLRD#L SESSIONS JUDGE
15- HLUILWAMT SINGH RTD SCHOOL EDUC ATION OFF 2 ER

¥

Late Yash Kumari
Chandan

S TARLOK 5IMGH

10TH DAY KRIYA

With prefound grief and sarrew o inferm the
sad demise of Lt Shri Dawarka MNath
Pandita, S/'o Late Oina Math Fandita Rioc
Madi Marg District Shopian, presantly at
Gurha Karran Lana No. 11 House Mo, 2,
Barmai Bantalab Road, Jammu,

{From Mallun side at Lans Mo, 18, Black,
89, Cuarter Nou 19, Jagti.)

The 10th Day Kriya will be held on
Tuesday 1802/2025 ot Akhnoor Ghat at;
&.00 AM. Folowing that Azsembly will be’
around 11.30 AR at Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEM :

Son and Daughter in law

Sanjay Kumar Bhat & Rekha Bhat
Daughters & Sons -Sindaw

Swesty Bhat & Ramesh Kumar Bhat

Gests Bhat & Suresh Bhat

Grand Children

Fayal Ehat, Deapak Koul, Mchit, Mishta, Dhanl, Mishlka
Contact No. 9682171051, 93582 T2837T, DE1BETS412

Lt Shri Dawarka Math
Pandita

TENTH DAY /UTHALA|

With profound griel and scrow we regret tof
inform the sad demise of our beloved Fatherf
Shri Bharat Bhushan Sharma (Kalu) S'o}
Lale Sh. \MVidya Nand Sharma Rio 134-AFH
Gandhi Nagar Jammu who left for his heaven-j ¢
i abode on OT-02-200 5 (Friday). ik
10TH DAY will be performed on 15-02-20250
(Saturday) at Shiv Mandir Mear Govt Quarters] |
Gandhi Magar at 11,30 am to 12.00 Noon, 1
13TH (UTHALA ) will also be perormed on 17-
02-2025 (Monday) Same at Shiv Mandr Near
Gowl Cluarters at 4.30 PM 1o 530 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

St Swarn Leta Wife

Miss Midhi Sharma - Dawghier

Mr Kanhiya Sharma - Son

Sisters & Brothers in Law

Smt Chender Mohini W/e Lt Sh Dharam Paul Sharma
=mi Mirmal Eharma Wio Sh Kulkdeep Sharma
Brothers and Sisterin Laws

Smt Pushaplata Wio Sh. Kewal Sharma

2mit Chanderkala Wio Lt Sh. Pushap Kamal (Babbu)
Samasi Bas kotra Pardvar

MOBILE HO: 6005241440, 5419290017

SHRI BRAT BHUSHAN
SHARMA (KALU)

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

'With profowund griel and sormow we inform the sad
chermize of our beloved Smt Sita Devi W/o Late
Sh. Ralttan Singh Sambyal Rio H.No. 55, Palace
Road, Jamrmu on 3rd Feb, 2025,

10th Day will be performed on Wadnesday dated
12th Feb 2005 at Rani Park Mandir, Jammu at
11500.AM,

Kriva wil be periormed on Satusday, dated 151h
Feb 2025 at 12.00 noon at owr residence H.NO.
55, Palace Road, Jammu. Uthala will ba par-
formed on Saturday, dated 15th Feb 2025 from
04.00 PM to 5:00 PM at Trikuta Yatri Bhawan,
Ambphalia, Jammu,

Grief Stricken:

Son & Daughte r-in-Law

Sh Yudhveer Singh Sambyal & Smil Vishali Thakur

Smi Yacho Rajaya Lakshme & Sh. Sanjay Manhas- Davghter & Son- In- Law
Smi Bhol Dewl Wio Late Sh. Ranbir Singh Sambyal- Devrani

Sh, Shiv Ram Nag & Smi Hanta Devi- Brother & Bhabhi

Smi. Rani Chandel Wio Late Sh. Niranjan Singh Chandel- Sister-in-Law
Nephews: Sh. Rejeshwar Singh Sambyal Rahul Singh Sambya, Bhanu Parap
Singh Sambyal

Gramd Children: Yashasvini Sambyal, Adhiraj Singh Manhas Yuvraj Singh Manhas
Phone: 8418111900, 8419210926, 9419166516, 9419224527, 9086211352

Smt. Sita Devi

10TH DAY/OBITUARY

With a heawvy heart, we mourn the
sad demise of our dear Asha Ji
Gassi, (Behan Ji) Wijo Lt Sh
Jagmohan Gassi, breathed her last
on 10th February 25. y
10th Day Kriya will be performed): #d
on Wadnesday, 19th February,B8
2025 at Gouri Shankar Mandir aths
Palm Vihar, Mew Delhi, Originally Asha Ji Gassi
from Dadi Kadal, Tankipora,

Srinagar Pouni Chak, Jammu at present House No. 290,
DDA Flats, Sector 23 Pocket 1. Mahadev Appartments,
Dwarka, New Delhi.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Gassi's, Ambardar's, Peer's, Koul's and Raina's
Contact Nos.: 7889781897, 9999009442, 9312740428,
9622095514

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griel and sormow we regrel to
infform the sad demise of our beloved
Mrs. Taniya Raina (TAMNU) We Mr Rahul
Raina (Shunty) erstwhile Rio 149 Kanikadal
Habbakadal Srinagar presently at Lane 25
Block 158 Flat 18 on Jagt Township Magrota )
wino left for haavenly abode on Fab 08 2025,
Tenth Day Kriya will be held on Feb 17th at
Akhnoor Ghat and the Assembly will held at
lane number 22 back side near old JK Bank
at 11:30 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Mr. Rahul Raina {Husband) 6006053746
Fathar and Mother in law

Sh. Tory Raina & Smi. Meelam Raina (9906174981)
Razdan Family (2306350083)

Mahaldar Family (9906696904 )

Bhat Family (7 780942022)

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb14: Dr.
Virendra Kumar, the
Union Minister of Social
Justice and Empower-
ment, Government of
India, visited the Com-
posite Regional Centre
(CRC) Jammu on the
Friday.

During this visit, the
Minister reviewed the
functioning of the Centre
and the facilities being
provided to the benefi-
ciaries, ensuring that the
objectives of social jus-
tice and empowerment
are being met effectively.

The Minister was
accompanied by dis-
tinguished dignitar-
ies, including Rajeev
Sharma, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment,
Govt. of India and Dr.
Jitendra Sharma, Direc-
tor, PDUNIPPD, New
Delhi who also attended
as the main guests for

the program.

The program com-
menced with a warm
and traditional wel-
come, beginning with a
Tilak ceremony for the
Minister, followed by a
bouquet presentation.
Afterward, the Minister
and other dignitaries
were invited to the dais.
Mementos were pre-
sented to the dignitaries
as a gesture of respect
and appreciation.

The program pro-
ceeded with an official
welcome address by
Dr. Jitendra Sharma,
Director, PDUNIPPD,
New Delhi, followed by
an address by Rajeev
Sharma, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empower-
ment, Govt. of India.

The Minister deliv-
ered a motivational and
inspiring speech to the
beneficiaries, reaffirm-
ing the government’s
commitment to social

justice and empower-
ment.

In his speech, Minister
emphasized the special
purpose behind estab-
lishing the CRC Jammu.

He mentioned that
there was already a
CRC in Srinagar, and to
ensure that beneficiaries
in Jammu also receive
the same benefits, the
CRC was virtually inau-
gurated in Jammu on
December 28, 2023.

The Minister further
noted that CRC Jammu
would be permanently
established on a larger
scale in Chak jwala,
Vijaypur, Samba near
AlIMS Vijaypur, offering
extensive benefits and
services to the benefi-
ciaries. He assured that
the permanent building
would be completed by
March 2026.

Additionally, the Minis-
ter visited each therapy
room at CRC Jammu,
personally met with the

beneficiaries, engaged
in conversations with
them, and encouraged
them. He also extend-
eded his support to the
families of all the ben-
eficiaries present.

The Minister conclud-
ed his speech with the
inspiring words, “We,
as ministers, are here
to serve the Persons
with Disabilities (Divy-
angjan)”. The program
concluded with a vote of
thanks from Dr. Rohnika
Sharma, Director, CRC
Jammu (Samba).

Following the formal
proceedings, the Min-
ister also inaugurated
the Physiotherapy and
Occupational Therapy
equipment (Treadmill,
Traction Bed, Static
Cycle, Hydrocollator
Machine, Cold Therapy
Machine, T-Pulleys,
Parallel Bar, Dumb-
bells, Ankle Exerciser,
Weighing Machine and
BP Machine amount of

Rs. 2.67 lakh) for CRC
Jammu and will also
distribute aids and appli-
ances (Hearing aid, LS
Belt, Knee Brace, Walk-
ing Stick, Wheel Chair,
Smart Phone, Motorized
Tricycle) to the benefi-
ciaries, providing much-
needed support to those
in need.

Till date CRC Jammu
provided its services to
approximately 10,000
beneficiaries. The pro-
gramme concluded with
the group photograph
followed by refresh-
ment served to all the
beneficiaries. This visit
underscores the govern-
ment’s continued dedi-
cation to the welfare of
persons with disabilities
and other marginalized
sections of society. The
program at CRC Jammu
marks an important
milestone in promoting
inclusivity and social
empowerment in the
region.

Dramatic Club, CUJ presents “Ik Panna
Gumnaam” — A tribute to Pulwama Martyrs

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: The
Dramatic Club of Central
University of Jammu, in
collaboration with Viraj
Kala Kendra, Jammu,
presented the patriotic
stage play “lk Panna
Gumnaam” in a heartfelt
tribute to the Pulwama
Martyrs at Brigadier
Rajinder Singh Audito-
rium on Friday.

Viraj Kala Kendra ‘Best
Stage Play’ ‘Ek Panna
Gumnaam’ lesser
known revolutionaries
which was organized in
the memory of Shaheed
Ashfag-Ullah Khan,
Ram Parsad Bismil,
Thakur Roshan Singh
and Rajinder Lahiri at
Central University of
Jammu Auditorium.

The play was in Hin-
dustani language and
reminded the great
Kakori conspiracy by the
great freedom fighters,

who sacrificed their
lives for Mother India.

The emotionally stir-
ring performance high-
lighted the sacrifices of
the brave hearts who
laid down their lives for
the nation.

The play, filled with
deep patriotism and
moving storytelling,
resonated strongly with
the audience, evoking a
sense of national pride
and reverence.

Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Sanjeev Jain, appreci-
ated the outstanding
performance by Viraj
Kala Kendra and com-
mended their efforts in
bringing forth such a
meaningful theatrical
presentation.

He emphasized the
importance of remem-
bering and honoring
the supreme sacrifices
made by our soldiers
and encouraged stu-
dents to imbibe the

values of courage, unity,
and dedication toward
the nation.

The event witnessed
an overwhelming
response from faculty
members, students, and
staff, who applauded the
remarkable portrayal
and impactful narration.

The Central University
of Jammu, through its
cultural initiatives, con-
tinues to promote art
and patriotism, foster-
ing a spirit of responsi-
bility and respect for the
nation among students.

The play was writ-
ten and directed by
Rajneesh Kumar Gupta
and he played the role of
Ashfag-Ullah Khan.

The play was based on
the life, history, ideals
and struggle for free-
dom of freedom fighter
Ashfag-Ullah Khan.
Hindu-Muslim unity was
shown through the eter-
nal friendship of Ashfag-
Ullah Khan and Ram
Parsad Bismil.

The team included
Madan Rangila, Janak
Khajuria, Kusam Tikoo,
Rishabh Manhas,
Prashant Sharma, Tarun
Charak, Sudesh Thakur,
Aman verma, Amit
Bhalla, John Pter,The
play culminated with a
vote of thanks by Dr.
Anju Thappa followed
by National Anthem.

Rudraksh Seva Sangathan
pays tribute to CRPF soldiers
martyred in Pulwama

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
Rudraksha Sewa
Sangathan organised
‘Shradhanjali’ pro-
gramme to pay tribute
to the 40 CRPF brave
hearts, who lost their
lives in a terror attack on
their convoy in Pulwama
on this day in 2019.

Paying tribute,
Rudraksha Director
Virender Gupta, Mohit
Sharma, Shakti Sharma
, Varun Padha, Police
Post Incharge Bawe
Lekhraj, Ajay Sharma,
Amit Magotra said

“Tributes to the coura-
geous heroes we lost in
Pulwama in 2019. Gener-
ations to come will never
forget their sacrifice and
their unwavering dedica-
tion to the nation.”

Virender Gupta also
said that generations to
come will never forget the
sacrifice of CRPF person-
nel. India will never forget
the supreme sacrifice of
these brave hearts and
their families.

The Rudraksha’s
Director Mohit Sharma,
Dr.Varun Padha, Shakti
Singh and whole team
was also present.

NMOPS delegation meets
Minister for Jal Shakti;
demands restoration of OPS

Top News
Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: A
high-level delegation of
the National Movement
for Old Pension Scheme
(NMOPS), led by UT
President Mohammad
Ashraf Sheikh, called
on the Minister for Jal
Shakti, Forest & Tribal
Affairs, Javid Ahmad
Rana, here at civil Sec-
retariat Jammu to advo-
cate for the restoration
of the OIld Pension
Scheme (OPS) for gov-
ernment employees.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sheikh empha-
sized that the inclusion
of OPS in the National
Conference Party’s
manifesto reflects the
political significance of
the issue.

He urged the Minister
to expedite efforts in
addressing employ

ees’ concerns while
Mir Bashir highlighted
pressing issues, includ-
ing career progression,
budgetary support, and
the pending dues of
retired employees in
the J&K Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation,
urging their inclusion
under the Old Pension
Scheme.

Acknowledging the
delegation’s demands,
Minister Javid Ahmed
Rana assured that he
would take up the matter
with the Chief Minister
and advocate for its con-
sideration in the upcom-
ing financial year.

The delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum
seeking government
intervention to safe-
guard employees’ post-
retirement benefits.
They also requested the
Minister to push for the
matter’s discussion in

the next Cabinet meet-
ing.

Further Minister Javid
Ahmed Rana reaffirmed
his commitment to
ensuring that the griev-
ances of employees
under the New Pension
Scheme (NPS) receive
due attention. The del-
egation expressed grati-
tude to the Minister for
his patient hearing and
positive response.

Ad-Gen Secre-
tary Neetan Kalyaan,
Gen Sett ABSMS &
Chief Organisor Amar
Mooman ,President
JKTC Qamar Din,
Mehmood Reyaz Bhat
UT Secretary JKTF,
Arvind Ticko Legal Advi-
sor, Sanjay Sharma
DP Jammu , Ashraf
Hussain DP, Danish
Ahmad, Reyaz Ahmad
and others were part of
the delegation.

ADGP Garib Dass pays obeisance

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: In
a gesture of faith and
devotion, Garib Dass,
IPS, ADGP, and Direc-
tor of Sher-e-Kash-
mir Police Academy,
Udhampur, paid obei-
sance at the Tirupati
Balaji Temple in Jammu.
Accompanied by RSS
Karyakarta Shakti
Sharma, Inspector Sai
Krishna, Umesh Gupta,
and Ramesh Babu, he
participated in the spe-
cial Abhishek ceremony
of Lord Venkateswara
and prayed for the wel-
fare of the country.

The sacred Abhishek
ceremony is performed
every Friday, drawing
devotees from various
regions. Expressing his
happiness, Garib Dass
stated that the estab-
lishment of the Tirupati
Balaji Temple in Jammu
is a matter of pride,
allowing devotees to
experience the divine
culture of South India
in the heart of Jammu.
He encouraged people
to visit the temple and
seek blessings, high

T

lighting that the temple
would significantly boost
spiritual tourism in the
region.

RSS Karyakarta
Shakti Sharma shared
his overwhelming expe-
rience at the temple,
describing it as a divine
place situated amidst
the serene Shivalik for-
ests in Majeen, Jammu.
He urged devotees who
cannot travel to Andhra
Pradesh to visit this
sacred site and seek
the blessings of Lord
Venkateswara Swamy.

Inspector Sai Krishna
of the Balaji Temple also
appealed to the Trans-
port Commissioner to
initiate a dedicated bus
service to the temple,

at Tirupati Balaji Temple

ensuring easy access
for devotees. Addition-

ally, he emphasized
the need for a Bharat
Darshan bus service to
promote religious tour-
ism and educate visitors
about the temple’s sig-
nificance.

The event was graced
by several dignitaries,
including Pandit Neeraj
Shukla and Ravi Tej
Pandit, who collectively
participated in the spiri-
tual celebrations.

The Tirupati Balaji
Temple in Jammu con-
tinues to serve as a
beacon of faith and
devotion, attracting
devotees and promot-
ing religious tourism in
the region.

CRPF pays tribute to
Pulwama Martyrs on
Sixth Anniversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: The
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), the larg-
est paramilitary force in
the world, honoured the
memory of the brave
soldiers who sacrificed
their lives in the Pul-
wama attack on 14th
February 2019.

The attack, which took
place on the Jammu-
Srinagar National High-
way near Lethapora in
Pulwama, claimed the
lives of 40 CRPF per-
sonnel when a vehicle-
borne suicide bomber
struck their convoy.

Among those mar-
tyred in the blast was
a bus carrying person-
nel of the 76 Bn CRPF,
Jammu. The follow-
ing five brave soldiers
from the battalion laid
down their lives Sha-
heed HC/GD Naseer
Ahmed, Shaheed HC/
DVR Jaimal Singh, Sha-
heed CT/GD Rohtash
Lamba, Shaheed CT/
GD Sukhjinder, and
Shaheed CT/BUG Tilak
Raj.

To mark their supreme
sacrifice, a Shradhan-
jali Programme was
organized at the 76 Bn
Headquarters in Preet
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Nagar (Gangyal) today.

Commandant Vezoto
Tinyi led the commem-
oration along with Sec-
ond-in-Command offi-
cers Rajesh Kumar, Jai
Ram Prasad, and Girish
Chandra Singh Sontiyal.
Assistant Commandant
Anil Kumar and other
officers and person-
nel also attended the
solemn event.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commandant
Vezoto Tinyi empha-
sized the resilience and
unwavering commit-
ment of CRPF person-
nel in safeguarding the
nation.

He highlighted that
despite the tragic attack,
the CRPF remains
steadfast in its mis-
sion and has success-
fully neutralized several
militants in Jammu and
Kashmir since Pulwa-
ma.

The courage and
valor of these martyrs
will always be remem-
bered, and the CRPF
continues to stand resil-
ient against any threat
to the nation’s security.

The tribute ceremony
was a solemn reminder
of their sacrifice and the
ongoing fight against
terrorism.

Dr. Rajeev Bhagat starts
blacktopping work

Top News Report

BISHNAH, Feb 14:
Marking another mile-
stone in the relentless
drive towards infrastruc-
ture development, Dr
Rajeev Kumar Bhagat,
MLA Bishnah kick start-
ed the work of blacktop-
ping on Bishnah-Arnia
road from Km 2nd to Km
4th approximately 1.80
Kilometers at a cost of
Rs 50 lakhs.

This road was in a
deplorable condition,
filled with potholes and
uneven surface, making
it hazardous for two
wheelers and pedestri-

ans.

This initiative aligns
with the vision of the
Modi Government to
ensure holistic devel-
opment and improved
living standards for
citizens, said Dr Rajeev
Bhagat while address-
ing a gathering on the
occasion. He reiterated
the commitment of the
Government to deliver
efficient civic ameni-
ties and infrastructure
upgrades.

Dr Rajeev Bhagat
appealed to the people
of Bishnah Constituency
to participate in devel-
opmental initiatives and

assured them of con-
tinued efforts to make
Bishnah Constituency a
Model Constituency.

The event witnessed
including Rafig Ahmad
AEE PWD, Subash
Bhagat, Suraj Singh
Charak, Sunil Kumar,
Kaka Ex-Sarpanch,
Bittu Ex-Sarpanch,
Gara Choudhary, Hitesh
Sharma and the pres-
ence of other prominent,
who lauded the efforts of
MLA Dr Rajeev Bhagat
and the Government
in ensuring that devel-
opmental works reach
every nook and corner
of the Bishnah Constitu-
ency.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL

MHD1/e-NIT 216 of 2024-25

DIVISION JAMMU

MOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Short Term)

Dated: 11.02.22025
Due : 17.02.2025

On behalf of the President of India, e-tenders in two cover system on turnkey basis are
invited from registered/reputed firms having sufficient relevant experience for the work

mentioned below:

GMCH JAMMU,

S, | Description of work Froject | Esft | Earnest Cost of tender Time of | Figibility
Mo Authority nl?p::-rt document comphelion - sien af
Bidder
L | COMPLETE SERVICING | Principal | 1,88 R=4000.00 | Rs 200,00 in the 10 days |Registered &
MAINTAINANCE AND : LACSn the Snape af shape of Challan Reputed firms
REPAIRS TO 3250 Kw | Asseciated FOR/TER/TER| through J8K Govt. having
ELECTRICALLY r_.::::r": '::nm“hsl Tresury indicating sufficient
OPERATED HOT WATER bisdond T the| TREESUMNY Voucher No, -
g experience as
GEMERATER Mo 1 FOR Executive | & date and alse e
UPCOMING WINTER Engireer MH | Indicating the nama of PEr ANNEXUE
SEASOMN IMSTALLED AT Division Jammu | wark duly credited to ™C"  Similar
EMERGENCY BLOCK OF 0059-PWD nature af

portal.
aR

Jammu

Jamma
IFSC coda:

MICR CODE:
160051025

{Revenue) and
uploading & copy of
tragaury challan f
receipt on e-tendering

The bidder may
deposit tender foee in
the shape of e-Challan
thraugh Account ne.
0097010100002163
in the name of
Executive Enginear
Mechanical &
Hospital Division

Mame of Bank: J&K
Bank Town Hel

Branch Code:0087

JAKADTHNHALL

work

THE NIT CONSISTING OF Quall-f‘.-'ing INFORMATION, ELGIBILITY CRITERLA, BILL OF QUANTITIES (BOQ) SETS
QF TERMS & CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT & OTHER DETAILS CAN BE VIEWED / DOWNLOADED FROM THE

WEBSITE wwiw. Jktanders.gowv. in.

DIP/]-10113/24

5d/-
(Er. Yishal Mahajan)
Executive Enginear

Mechanical & Hospital Division

Jamimu




.

OP-ED

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, February 14, 2025

EDITORIAL

REMEMBERING
BRAVEHEARTS

ravery, sacrifice, and patriotism are

B the hallmarks of those who dedi-

cate their lives to protecting the

nation. As we remember our bravehearts,

we not only pay tribute to their selfless ser-

vice but also acknowledge the unbreak-

able spirit that defines them. Their stories

inspire generations, reminding us that free-
dom and peace come at a great cost.

Every soldier, police officer, and paramili-
tary personnel who lays down their life in
service to the country does so with unwav-
ering courage. The Pulwama attack of Feb-
ruary 14,2019, stands as a painful reminder
of the sacrifices made by our armed forces.
On that fateful day, 40 CRPF personnel were
martyred when a suicide bomber targeted
their convoy on the Jammu-Srinagar high-
way. Among them were Shaheed HC/GD
Naseer Ahmed, Shaheed HC/DVR Jaimal
Singh, Shaheed CT/GD Rohtash Lamba,
Shaheed CT/GD Sukhjinder, and Shaheed
CT/BUG Tilak Raj, who belonged to the 76
Bn CRPF. These brave soldiers stood as a
shield between the nation and those who
sought to disrupt its peace.

To honor their sacrifice, various Shrad-
hanjali Programs have been organized
across the country, where people come
together to pay homage to these heroes.
Their courage has not only strengthened
the resolve of the armed forces but has also
instilled a sense of duty among citizens.
While the Pulwama attack was a tragic loss,
it became a rallying cry for the nation to
stand united against terrorism.

India has a long history of heroes who
have displayed unparalleled valor. From
Captain Vikram Batra in the Kargil War to
Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan during the
26/11 Mumbai attacks, every martyr has
left behind a legacy of bravery. These war-
riors do not fight for personal glory but for
the honor and safety of the nation.

One of the most enduring examples of
selflessness is Colonel Santosh Babu, who
led his troops in the Galwan Valley clash
against Chinese forces. Despite overwhelm-
ing odds, his leadership ensured that the
enemy did not gain an upper hand. His
sacrifice is a testament to the indomitable
spirit of our armed forces.

Beyond the military, police officers and
paramilitary personnel also play a cru-
cial role in maintaining internal security.
Inspector Mohan Chand Sharma, who laid
down his life fighting terrorists in the 2008
Batla House encounter; is another shining
example of heroism. The relentless efforts
of our forces ensure that citizens can live in
peace, free from fear.

While we remember our bravehearts, it
is also essential to recognize the strength
and resilience of their families. The loss of
a loved one is an unimaginable pain, yet
their families stand tall, knowing that their
sacrifice was not in vain. Various govern-
ment schemes and NGOs provide finan-
cial assistance, educational support, and
employment opportunities to the families
of martyrs.

Organizations like the Bharat Ke Veer ini-
tiative allow citizens to contribute directly
to the families of fallen soldiers. Programs
such as PM Scholarship Scheme for Defence
Personnel and CRPF Welfare Fund ensure
that the children of martyrs receive quality
education and a secure future.

However, beyond financial support, these
families deserve societal respect and emo-
tional strength. Every citizen has a role to
play in honoring the families of martyrs—
whether by extending a helping hand, rec-
ognizing their sacrifice in public forums, or
simply expressing gratitude.

Memorials, museums, and national days
of remembrance play a significant role in
ensuring that the sacrifices of our heroes
are never forgotten. The National War
Memorial in New Delhi stands as a grand
tribute to every soldier who has laid down
their life for the nation. Amar Jawan Jyoti,
which once stood under the India Gate, has
been an eternal flame of respect and honor
for the fallen soldiers.

Ah ! We are not Valentinests

By: Omkar Dattatray

alentine’s Day,also

called Saint Valentine’s

Day or the Feast of Saint
Valentine,is celebrated annually on
February 14. Valantine ‘s Day is cele-
brated in honor of Saint Valentine,a
Christian martyr believed to have
beheaded on February 14th.The day
was then chosen to commemorated
his death .It is said he was secretly
marrying couples who were in love.
It is thus the day of love. By the
way it should be appreciated and
accepted that we Indian’s are not
valentinests .We have a glorious cul-
tural history dating back to 5,000
years. Glorification of sex is alien to
Indian culture and we should follow
our cultural traditions, mores and
customs and resist to be influenced
by the western cultural onslaught
.Alas! our youth both male and
female are falling prey to foreign
and western culture and our young
people should adhere to Indian cul-
ture and spiritual traditions which
is so grand ,pristine as well as beau-
tiful .It is our moral and ethical duty
and responsibility not to be swayed
by the western culture and should
desist from imitating western cul-
ture .Our young people should take
pride in our glorious past and its
cultural beauty .It is very disturbing
that while west is attracted towards
our culture , heritage and spiritu-
ality .This attraction of foreign-
ers especially the western people
was in full swing as thousands of
people from western countries vis-
ited Prayag Raj and took holy dip in
sacred waters at the confluence of
Saraswati ,Yamuna and Ganga and
many of them were seen wearing
and adoring Indian attire and dress
Itis really soothing to the eye to see
the people from western countries
taking a holy dip at sangam. Some
were chanting Hari Om and Ram
Ram .However it is very disturbing
and unfortunate that our younger
generation is attracted towards
western culture and many young
couples have got affinity towards
foreign culture and are celebrat-

ing valantine’s day .The valentine
day has lately becoming popular
in India and many young couples
in big cities and metropolitan’s are
observing and celebrating valentine
day and do not feel shy of openly
going to outings, exchanging gifts
and taking dinner at hotels and
making show of love which is per-
haps not approved in Indian cul-
ture. Valentine day celebration is
viewed by majority of young Indian
couples not conforming to our cul-
ture and thus they do not indulge
in glorification of love and romance
which in fact is alien to our culture.
Many Indian’s view the valentine
day celebration with skepticism and
itis taken as the symbol of western-
ization .Majority of people in India
oppose its celebration .Many Hindu
rightwing organizations forcefully
object its celebration and even enter
the hotels and disturb and stop func-
tions of valentine day celebration.
Opposition to celebration of Valen-
tine Day is all right but to forcefully
obstruct such functions is also not
needed as moral policing has no
place in a dynamic and liberal soci-
ety .But that also does not mean that
our young generation should blindly
copy and imitate western fashion
and western culture rather follow
Indian culture in letter and spirit.
It is not our culture to exchange
gifts and celebrate and glorify love
in restaurants and cafes .Inspite of
opposition ,many young couples in
India celebrate Valentine day and
go for outings and exchange gifts
and exhibit romance, love and take
dinner in hotels and take pleasure
in the demonstration of romance.
However the celebration of valan-
tine Day is confined to big cities
and rural India is not afflicted with
this western style of life and love
.Many people oppose going to res-
taurants at evening to have dinner
and exchange gifts and public dis-
play of affection linked with the day
Itis seen that business houses take
dividends of encouraging Valantine
Day celebration and for the purpose
offer special promotions and ideas
which is very disturbing .The Valan-
tine Day is becoming popular after

the liberalization of the economy
.Some people in India feel it a privi-
lege to adopt western culture and
they boastfully celebrate valentine’s
day and many traditionalists and so
called orthodox and conservative
young people oppose Valentine’s
Day and some disturb valentine’s
Day celebrations openly. Many
people criticize and oppose the cel-
ebration of valantine’s day by our
young couples and even disturb the
valantine’s day functions .All this
is understandable ,but at the same
time it can be said that such cultural
activists should desist from Assum-
ing the role of moral policing. Since
we are living in a liberal democracy
and the people here at liberty to
do whatever they like but subject
to public order and societal values.
So the young people should realize
and appreciate that they should not
blindly imitate western culture and
way of living ,but take pride in indig-
enous cultural heritage and thus
should conform to cultural ,moral
and societal norms .In this lies the
good of the young men and women
,society and country at large .Many
political parties have criticized val-
entine’s day as being the influence
of western culture on India .The
valantine’s day celebrations are
necessitates by the economic activi-
ties by the businesses in India as
they produce those products like gift
cards ,coupons etc which are used in
valantine’s day celebrations .Thus
for economic gain ,the popularity of
valantine’s day is increasing day by
day and it in fact poses a big danger
to our age old culture and moral as
well as societal values. Some orga-
nizations and people celebrate 14
February as cow hug day to coun-
ter the valantine day celebrations.
Because of the immense benefits of
cow ,the Animal Welfare Board first
proposed to celebrate cow hug day
on February 14.The origin of valan-
tine’s day can be traced in Christi-
anity and first a Christian martyr
named Valantine was honored and
later through folk traditions, it has
become a important cultural ,reli-
gious and a commercial celebration
of romance and love in various parts

of the globe .It has spread to India
as well as many young couples also
celebrate valantine’s day with gaiety
.As the origin of Valantine’s day can
be found in 14th century ,the holy
Bible does not contain any thing
about it, however it says a lot about
love .Love is a central theme of the
Bible and one learns much about
God is love and loves humanity with
a steadfast love that is forever. We
should abide the faith ,hope and
love but the greatest of these three
is love as per Bible .Indian people by
and large being basically religious
do not celebrate valantine’s day and
those who celebrate it say that the
former are conservative and ortho-
dox .The valantine’s day is perhaps
over showered by Saraswati Puja
.Half of the people celebrating
valantine’s Day do not even know
as to why they celebrate it. In India
valantine’s Day is more driven by
fashion and less by emotion .Gift
galleries, clubs, pubs ,hotels etc. en-
cash emotions and earn a moolah
on this day ,and couples express
their “true love “on this day .But it
can be said that love which is glori-
fied on the occasion of valantine’s
Day is selfish love but love in con-
text of Indian culture and religion
should be selfless as marriages in
Hindu culture is a festival pledg-
ing love for ever even in the next
world. In brief our young couples
and even bachelors and unmarried
girls should not imitate western
life styles rather take pride in their
own culture,traditions and customs
.Long live Indian culture.

(The author is a
columnist, social
,KP activist &
Freelancer)

Master of great personality Dr. Farrukh Jamal... The Shining and rising star of humanity

By: Anurag Pathak

he Jamal (beauty)
personality can
make anyone
farookh (auspicious). In
current cut throat era
where approximately every
human being is running
blindly to fulfill his ambi-
tions without caring his
values, but the kindness
and values he is having
despite being on presti-
gious post that is com-
mendable. Dr. Farrukh
Jamal is a distinguished
academic and researcher
in the field of biochemis-
try, currently serving as a
Professor and Head of the
Department of Biochem-
istry at Dr. Rammanohar
Lohia Avadh University in
Ayodhya. His areas of spe-
cialization include protein
biochemistry, protease
inhibitors, molecular biol-
ogy, and bioremediation.
Excellence along with
love can change our
lives. Researchers have
shown that good guid-
ance encourage us to think

critically, reflect and learn
across disciplines. These
are all skills that can set us
up for life.

As a teacher Dr. Jamal
not merely someone who
imparts knowledge, but a
guiding force who inspires,
motivates, and empowers
students to reach their full
potential, fostering a love
of learning while cater-
ing to individual needs
through patience, empa-
thy, effective communica-
tion, and a commitment to
fostering a positive learn-
ing environment.

Teachers are expected
to teach, but great teach-
ers also have a wealth of
knowledge and experi-
ence and are eager to learn
from their learners. They
bring their cultural capital
— what they have learned
and experienced — to
engagements with learn-
ers, colleagues and the
community. In turn, they
are altered by their con-
nections with others and
can positively affect those
with whom they engage.

The most attractive qual-
ity of his personality is
that Dr. Jamal has the
courage to accept the vari-
ous thoughts and aspects
of life .He is having very
sweet nature that’s why
his attractive politeness
brings everyone close to
him.

A good human being has
qualities like kindness,
empathy, and integrity.
They also demonstrate
moral values, are respect-
ful, and try to make the
world a better place. Mr.
Jamal consist All these
qualities.

Throughout his career,
Dr. Jamal has been hon-
ored with several awards,
including the “Bharat
Shiksha Ratan” from the
Global Society for Health
and Educational Growth
in New Delhi. He has also
been acknowledged for
his excellence in teach-
ing and research, receiv-
ing accolades such as the
“Excellence in Teaching
Award” at the National
Conference on Livelihood

and Food Security in 2018
and the “Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award” at the Inter-
national Conference on
Advances in Agriculture
and Applied Sciences for
Promoting Food Security
in Kathmandu, Nepal, in
2017.

Being a good human
being is not a destination
but rather a continuous
journey of growth and self-
improvement. It requires
conscious effort to culti-
vate kindness, integrity,
and selflessness in our
daily lives. As we strive to
be good human beings, we
contribute to a more har-
monious and compassion-
ate world. Let us remem-
ber that our actions, no
matter how small, have the
power to inspire and uplift
others, and collectively, we
can make a profound dif-
ference in the lives of those
around us.

(Anurag Pathak
Lucknow)
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Dimple leads protest against Pakistan

These vans visit villages

Top News Report

LEH, Feb 14: The Chief
Secretary and the Advi-
sor to the Lieutenant
Governor UT Ladakh,
Dr. Pawan Kotwal today
flagged off a digital CSC
van and the Administra-
tive Secretary of Infor-
mation Technology,
Shashanka Ala formally
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with CSC at the Civil
Secretariat Leh. This
milestone event marks
a new chapter in digi-
tal empowerment and
e-governance for the
people of Ladakh.

The MoU aims to
strengthen the deliv-
ery of digital servic-
es, enhance citizen
engagement, and pro-
mote entrepreneurship
through CSCs across
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the region.

The initiative will facili-
tate access to essential
government and non-
government services,
including digital literacy,
banking, and e-com-
merce, bridging the
digital divide in remote
areas.

General Manager,
State head J&K and
Ladakh, Common Ser-

vice Centres Mr. Faizan
Manzoor presented a
comprehensive Pow-
erPoint presentation
covering the significant
features of digital CSC
van, and the services
offered by the Common
Service Centres across
India. He further added
that that two small CSC
vans enabled with VSAT
are already operational.

Advisor Ladakh flags off CSC van

and offer doorstep digital
services.

During the meeting,
the Chief Secretary
said that the awareness
regarding these e-gov-
ernance services should
be given to the people.
He further instructed
the concerned officials
to revive the existing
services, and asked to
avoid the services which
are not required for the
people of the region.

During the flag-off cer-
emony, the Chief Sec-
retary emphasized on
the importance of digital
inclusion in Ladakh’s
development and com-
mended CSC’s efforts
in bringing technology-
driven solutions to rural
and far-flung areas.
He highlighted that the

collaboration will boost
employment opportuni-
ties, skill development,
and ease of access to
public services.

CSC vans are mobile
vans used by Common
Service Centres to pro-
vide e governance ser-
vices to people in their
communities. They are
internet-enabled access
points that offer govern-
ment and public ser-
vices, which will benefit
residents of UT Ladakh.

The meeting was
attended by Adminis-
trative Secretary Infor-
mation Technology
UT Ladakh; General
Manager CSC; Village
Level Entrepreneurs
of CSC and other con-
cerned officials from the
IT Department of UT
Ladakh.

NCC cadets of PSPS GCW
Gandhi Nagar Jammu
shine in RDC 2025

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Fif-
teen cadets from PSPS
Government College for
Women (GCW) Gandhi
Nagar have brought
immense pride to their
institution by participat-
ing in the Republic Day
Camp (RDC) 2025.

Representing three
battalions—1 J&K Girls
Battalion, Srinagar, 1
J&K Naval Unit ,Sri-
nagar, and 2 J&K Girls
Battalion Jammu—
these cadets demon-
strated exceptional ded-
ication and discipline
throughout the camp.

The Principal of the
College, Dr. S.P. Saras-
wat, congratulated the
cadets on their out-
standing achievements
and commended the
efforts of Associate NCC
Officers Slt. Dr. Neelima
Gupta, Lt. Suman Bala,
CTO Dr. Monika Hans,
and CTO Dr. Rachana
Devi for their unwaver-
ing support and motiva-
tion.

Among the notable
accomplishments, SCC
Ekta Kumari made his-
tory as the first cadet
from Jammu & Kash-
mir to lead the All India
Girls NCC contingent
as Commander at Kar-
tavya Path.

She was honored
with the DG NCC Com-
mendation Medal, the
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha’s Appre-
ciation Certificate, and
the Parade Commander
Medal.

Sgt. Shagun Sharma
was selected as All India
Pilot, securing first posi-
tion, and received DG
NCC Appreciation.

She was also awarded
the best stick Orderly.
She has been a pilot
to Chief of Defence
Staff,Chief Minister of
Delhi, Raksha Mantri
and Prime Minister of
India.

Sgt. Aakruti participat-
ed in cultural events, the
Prime Minister’s Rally,

received ADG Appre-
ciation, and was also
selected for the Youth
Exchange Programme.

Cadet Kumkum
Sharma achieved
remarkable success in
cultural events, secur-
ing second runner-up
trophies in both group
dance and ballet com-
petitions. She was
awarded the DG
Medallion. She was
also named Best Cadet
from the J&K & Ladakh
Directorate and served
as the Flag Area Briefer,
briefing the Vice Presi-
dent and the Chief Min-
ister of Delhi.

Sgt. Sheetal and Sgt.
Sarbjeet Kour and Sgt.
Deepshika Sharma
marched on Kartavya
Path with pride and
received the Lieuten-
ant Governor’s Appre-
ciation while Deepshika
received ADG apprecia-
tion .

SUO Nidhi Bharti, Cdt
Sarika Choudhary, Cdt
Saina Ashraf, Cdt Bha-
wana Kanwar participat-
ed in cultural events and
secured third position in
ballet and group dance.

Sgt. Manshi, SCC
Nilakshi, LC Vanshika
Katoch represented the
directorate at the pres-
tigious Prime Minister’s
Rally 2025, showcas-
ing the high standards
of training and discipline
instilled by the NCC.

SGT Vanshika Manhas
participated in the All
India Guard of Honour
event, earning apprecia-
tion from the Lieutenant
Governor for her exem-
plary performance.

The outstanding per-
formance of these
cadets at RDC 2025
underscores the spirit
of discipline, teamwork,
and patriotism instilled
in NCC training. Their
achievements not only
highlight their individual
excellence but also
reflect the high stan-
dards of the NCC pro-
gram at PSPS GCW
Gandhinagar

Health Mela and Outreach Camp
held under NMHP at Leh

Top News Report

LEH, Feb 14: The
Health Department,
Leh, organized a
Health Mela and Out-
reach Camp under the
National Mental Health
Programme (NMHP)
at Tashi Thokmonling
Community Hall, focus-
ing on mental health
awareness and general
healthcare. The event
offered free medical
check-ups, consulta-
tions, and awareness
sessions for the local
community.

As part of the initiative,
the District TB Control
Society, Leh, conducted

¥,

a TB Awareness Cam-
paign, educating attend-
ees on tuberculosis
symptoms, prevention,
and treatment, while
stressing the impor-
tance of early detection
and timely medical care.

Dr. Phunstok Wang-
chuk, Medical Officer,
UPHC, addressed the
gathering, highlighting
the Health Department’s
outreach initiatives and
encouraging community
participation.

Dr. Tashi Tundup,
MD Psychiatry (AIIMS-
Delhi) & Consultant
Psychiatrist, Leh, pro-
vided insights on mental
health disorders such

as depression, anxiety,
PTSD, and the impor-
tance of seeking timely
professional help.

The Medical Depart-
ment provided multiple
specialty consultations,
including psychiatry,
ENT, gynecology, dental
care, NCD counseling,
nutrition, and ophthal-
mology. Specialists
offered free check-ups
and expert advice on
relevant diseases.

Additionally, the Health
Department integrated
yoga sessions to pro-
mote holistic well-being
and combat various
health issues. Benefi-
ciaries actively partici-
pated in the sessions
and gained valuable
insights on how regu-
lar yoga practice can
improve mental and
physical health.

With the theme “A
Healthy Tomorrow Starts
with a Free Check-Up
Today”, the Health Mela
underscored the impor-
tance of early detection
and preventive health-
care.

on Pulwama Shaheedi Diwas

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
Sunil Dimple, president
of Mission Statehood
Jammu Kashmir, led
a strong anti-Pakistan
protest rally on Janipur
High Court Road to pay
tribute to the 45 army
martyrs of the Pulwama
attack.

Addressing the protes-
tors, Dimple demanded
that Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah take
decisive action against
Pakistan, including initi-
ating a war and liberat-
ing Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (POK), Gilgit,
and Baltistan. He also
urged the government to
conduct surgical strikes
to dismantle terrorist
camps in Pakistan.
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Dimple stated that
Article 370 was never
responsible for terror-
ism and that targeted
killings and attacks on
security forces continue
despite high-level meet-
ings held by Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and LG
Manoj Sinha. He criti-
cized the absence of a
Chief Minister in Jammu
& Kashmir and demand-
ed a more coordinated
approach to security
measures.

Furthermore, Dimple
called upon Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh to give a strong
response to Pakistan
and China for frequent
violations of internation-
al borders and unpro-
voked firing along the
Line of Control (LoC).
He insisted that imme-

diate military action be
taken to neutralize ter-
rorist training camps in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.

He also urged the
Prime Minister and
Home Minister to
include the Chief Min-
ister in security meet-
ings regarding Jammu
& Kashmir, emphasiz-
ing the need for better
coordination between
the central and state
governments to curb
terrorism effectively.

Prominent leaders who
participated in the pro-
test included Dev Raj,
Bramu Sharma, Jetinder
Gupta, Vipan Mahajan,
Vicky Gupta, Sanjay
Sethi, Rakesh, Rajesh,
Deppu Kumar, Akbar
Khan, and Mohmad
Shafi, among others.

Sajad Mushtaq pays tribute
to Pulwama Martyrs
Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb 14: Er. Sajad Mushtaq Reshi, IT & Media
Head, BJP Minority Morcha J&K, paid heartfelt tribute to
the brave CRPF soldiers who laid down their lives in the

Pulwama terror attack.

Remembering their supreme sacrifice, he stated, “Saluting
the bravehearts of Pulwama who made the ultimate sacrifice
for our nation. Their martyrdom will never be forgotten.”

He urged the people to remain united in honoring the
legacy of these martyrs and strengthening the nation’s

resolve against terrorism.

“Let us stand together, uphold their sacrifice, and commit
ourselves to the security and integrity of our country,” he

added.

Ladakh Taekwondo Association
celebrates Shahnaz Parveen’s historic
selection for World University Games

Top News Report

KARGIL, Feb 14:
Ladakh Taekwondo
Association announced
the historic achievement
of Shahnaz Parveen,
who has been selected
to represent India at the
World University Games
in Germany.

Hailing from Sankoo,
Kargil, Shahnaz has
etched her name in his-
tory as the first female
athlete from Ladakh to
qualify for this presti-
gious global event for
the second time, show-
casing her exceptional
talent and determina-
tion.

Shahnaz is currently
pursuing her post-
graduation in B.P.Ed
(1st year) at Maharishi
Dayanand University
(MDU), Rohtak, under
the guidance of Head
Coach Dr. Ashok Kumar.
Her academic and ath-
letic journey reflects her
unwavering commit-
ment to excelling both
in sports and education.

Gulzar Hussain
Munshi, President of
the Ladakh Taekwondo
Association, lauded
Shahnaz’s dedication
and perseverance,

“Shahnaz Parveen’s
selection is a monumen-

tal moment not just for
Ladakh but for the entire
nation. Her relentless
hard work, discipline,
and passion for Tae-
kwondo have made her
a beacon of inspiration,
especially for young
girls in our region.

She has demonstrat-
ed that with the right
support and opportuni-
ties, talent from even
the most remote areas
can shine on the world
stage. We are confident
she will make India and
Ladakh proud once
again.”

Munshi also expressed
heartfelt appreciation to
Maharishi Dayanand
University (MDU),
Rohtak, and Head
Coach Dr. Ashok Kumar
for their continuous
guidance and support
in shaping Shahnaz into
an international-level
athlete from where she
participated in All India
University Games.

“We sincerely thank
MDU Rohtak and Dr.
Ashok Kumar for their
role in training and
mentoring Shahnaz.
Their commitment to
nurturing talent has
been instrumental in
her success. Such insti-
tutions and coaches are
vital in providing young

athletes with the platform
and expertise needed to
achieve their dreams,” he
added.

Shahnaz has consis-
tently been a trailblazer
in Ladakh’s sports arena.
She was awarded the
State Award in Sports (UT
Ladakh 2023) and has
previously represented
India at the World Univer-
sity Games in Chengdu,
China. She also secured
an impressive 8th place
in the finals of the Group
Women Under-30 catego-
ry at the 8th Asian Tae-
kwondo Poomsae Cham-
pionship in Vietnam.

These achievements
have not only elevated
her stature but have also
inspired countless young
athletes in the region to
dream big and pursue
excellence.

The Ladakh Taekwon-
do Association remains
steadfast in its mission
to nurture and support
young talent, ensuring
they receive world-class
training and opportunities
to compete at the highest
levels.

Shahnaz’s success is a
testament to the Associa-
tion’s efforts and a signifi-
cant milestone in Lada-
kh’s growing presence in
international sports.

GDC Ramnagar organizes guest lecture
on ‘Exploring Emerging Technologies:

A Glimpse into the Future’

Top News Report

RAMNAGAR, Feb
14: The Department of
Physics, in collabora-
tion with the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC) of Government
Degree College (GDC)
Ramnagar, organized
a Guest Lecture on
‘Exploring Emerg-
ing Technologies: A
Glimpse into the Future’
for faculty and students.

The event was held
under the esteemed
patronage of Prof.
(Dr.) Bhavnaish Chand
Anthal, Principal, GDC
Ramnagar.

The session featured
Dr. Sandeep Arya,
Associate Professor of
Physics, University of
Jammu, as the Guest
Speaker.

The event commenced
with a warm welcome
address by Dr. Rakesh
Kumar Pandit, Head of
the Department of Phys-
ics and IQAC Coordi-

nator, who briefed the
audience about the
guest speaker and the
objectives of the pro-
gram.

In his insightful lec-
ture, Dr. Sandeep Arya
emphasized the trans-
formative role of emerg-
ing technologies such
as mobile batteries,
electric vehicles, renew-
able energies, genetic
engineering, green tech-
nologies etc. in shaping
the future.

He discussed in detalil
about three future tech-
nologies 3D printing,
the technology of future
batteries and sensors
for healthcare manage-
ment.

Furthermore, he also
discussed advance-
ments in artificial intelli-
gence, nanotechnology,
and renewable energy
solutions, highlighting
their impact on various
fields of research and
daily life.

The resource person,

through a short video,
also demonstrated the
design and prototype
of a coin-cell battery
developed by his Ph.D.
students in his research
laboratory in the Univer-
sity of Jammu.

He encouraged stu-
dents to actively engage
in scientific exploration
and innovation, stress-
ing the need for con-
tinuous learning and
adaptability in the fast-
evolving technological
landscape.

The event witnessed
the enthusiastic partici-
pation of faculty mem-
bers and a large number
of students, making it a
highly interactive and
informative session.

The program conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. Ujval
Gupta, appreciating the
guest speaker’s valu-
able insights and the
organizing committee’s
efforts in making the
event a success.

GDC Ramkote organizes Poster Making
Competition on HIV AIDS Awareness

Top News Report

RAMKOTE, Feb 14:
The Red Ribbon Club
GDC Ramkote in col-
laboration with Jammu
and Kashmir AIDS
Control Society and
the NSS Unit of the col-
lege organised a Poster
Making Competition on
Friday to make the stu-
dents aware about the
causes and prevention
of HIV/AIDS.

The theme of the com-
petition was “Take the
Rights Path: My Health,
My Right!”.

The students of BA
Semester Ist and 4th
participated in the com-
petition and expressed
their views on HIV/
AIDS by making post-
ers. Students came up
with amazing creativity
aimed at raising aware-
ness about HIV/AIDS.

They highlighted the

causes and prevention
of this disease through
posters and also gave a
message to stop all kinds
of prejudices associated
with AIDS .

A total of 10 students
participated in the
competition organised
by Prof Anu Sharma,
Coordinator of the Red
Ribbon Club, under the
overall guidance of Prof.
Ramneek Kaur, Principal
of the college.

The competition was
adjudged by Prof.
Suresh Chander and
Prof Vasundra Raje,
faculty from the college.
Neha Devi from BA
Semester Ist achieved
first position, Priyanka
Devi from BA Semester
4th got second position
and Minakshi Devi and
Rohini Khajuria from BA
Semester 4th received
third position in the com-
petition.
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This Valentine’s Day, get to know these dating terms
that are redefining the contours of relationships

With artificial intelligence
coming to one’s rescue, playing
the ultimate wingman, the lov-
er’s lane in the year 2025 isn't all
the same. Whether celebrating
Valentine’s Day or not, it is about
time to know the dating terms
doing the rounds!

Nanoship

A brief flirtatious encounter is
the new dating reality, labelled
nanoship. Itis for those not look-
ing for love or commitment, but a
momentary flirtatious gesture—
that brief glance, a fun banter.
No strings attached, nanoship is
for an utterly brief period!

Micro-mancing

Small acts of love rather than
grand gestures. Couples today
want romance in everyday
lives and getting one’s favou-
rite coffee order, sending a
song or sharing an inside joke,
micro-mancing is about micro
but meaningful acts of love and
care.

Pink flags

Nothing is in black and white,
and lovers today accept and duly
acknowledge that. Red flags
are deal breakers, green flags
signal lasting bonds, while pink
flags reveal things are far from
fine. Very personal in nature—
someone not texting enough
or getting too possessive might
turn out to be pink flag for an

individual! The way forward is
to address and change behav-
iour accordingly to make it to the
green zone!

Fiscal Attractions

Youngsters today believe in
being financially responsible
and that spills to love trails as
well. Someone who has the
financial future planned out is
likely to win potential matches.
Not necessarily how much, but
how to navigate financial well-
being makes one fiscally attrac-
tive.

Affordating

Now when we talk of being
fiscally attractive, Gen Z has
embraced affordating with equal
panache. Being real and realis-

tic about one’s monetary situa-
tion, and how much and how to
spend makes ‘affordable’ dates

a reality.
Delusionship
‘Delulu’, referring to ‘utterly

mistaken or unrealistic in one’s
ideas or expectations’, wasn’t
just the word of the year 2024,
it got shipped as well! An imag-
ined or idealised relationship
that’s not based in reality is
delusionship.

Textationship

A relationship that exists
largely in ‘texts’. With young-
sters today spending more time
digitally, it makes sense. Now
whether a textationship leads to
a relationship depends if you are

as good in life as in texts!

Future-Proofing

The Gen Z today is smartly
navigating relationships. Future-
Proofing is asking and ensuring
that the two of you are on the
same page at all times.

Kittenfishing

Not as bad as catfish, which
is a personal profile on a social
networking site for fraudulent or
deceptive purposes, kittenfish-
ing is misrepresenting to appear
more attractive. Like using pic-
tures from years before or fil-
tered images to wearing a hat
to cover baldness —basically
its going catfishing light!

Situationships 2.0

Situationship, where there is
physical and emotionalintimacy
without commitment, has ruled
the dating scene for a while,
2025 sees Situationships 2.0
that has dating partners being
upfront about their needs, so
that nobody cries foul at the end
of the day!

From being ‘on the same (fan)
page’, for example Swifties, to
beige flags, orange flags, blue
flags and black flags, referring to
shared idiosyncrasies, warnings
that mustn’t be ignored, poten-
tial for growth to the deal break-
ers, respectively, relationships
today enjoy a whole new jargon!

Richa Chadha announces Akhri
Somvaar, a dramedy she wrote
and stars in

On the occasion
of Valentine’'s Day,
actor Richa Chadha
announced her new film,
tentatively titled Akhri
Somvaar. After becom-
ing a producer with Girls
Will Be Girls, the actor
has now donned the hat
of a writer with her next
project.

Akhri Somvaar is
about a successful
reality TV producer
who becomes desper-
ate to get married after

someone at work calls
her a ‘childless cat lady’.
Other than writing the
script, the actor will also
star in the forthcoming
film.

Sharing her happi-
ness about the film,
Richa said, “ From my
experiences of grow-
ing up in a middle-class
Punjabi household, from
my childhood, watching
older cousins be set
up for arranged mar-
riages, emerged this

deeply personal story
that I think a lot of fami-
lies will resonate with.
When we graduate
from college, we are full
of dreams and ambi-
tions. Somehow, those
dreams get dulled when
we enter the job market,
and before you know it,
you’re in your mid-30s
hoping to have both a
career and a husband/
family, but society thinks
it's too late, and you
become jaded because
the dreams are now not
achievable.”

“Itis a slice-of-life story,
about coming undone
and coming together. |
think there is currently
a dearth of family enter-
tainment. And | think
as an actor, my comic
timing has been greatly
under-utilized. Speak-
ing as a producer, itis a
monetisable asset’,” she
added.

Aakhri Somwar prom-
ises to be a refreshing
take on love, societal
expectations, and the
lengths one goes to for
a dream wedding. Other
details about the film are
under wraps.

Kangana Ranaut says she
doesn’t invest in stocks or get

In the digital age, celebrities share their views
on romance, prlvacy and soc1al media

any rental income

Actor Kangana Ranaut
has spoken about how
the ‘fundas’ of her life
are ‘stupid’, adding
that she wants to stay
that way. Speaking
with agency, Kangana
spoke about the new
restaurant, The Moun-
tain Story, in Manali
and how it's a medium
to stay “engaged” with
the people.

Kangana Ranaut
spoke about why she
opened a restaurant

Kangana said, “It (Her
restaurant) is also a gift
for me, another source
of engagement. I'm
a writer, | also like to
indulge in filmmaking,
I'm also an actress.
This is also my expres-
sion, this is also a way
of expression. What
else is there in life if we
don’t engage with each
other?”

Kangana calls herself
‘stupid’

“Main unme se nahi
hoon ki stocks kharid
liye, ya koi rental
income. Mujhe pasand
nahi hai (I'm not one of
those who buy stocks
or have rental income.
| don't like that). Mujhe
lagta hai ki (I feel that)
| want to engage with
more and more people.
Meri life k fundas kuch
zaada hi bewakoof type
hai, toh main waese hi
hoon. Bewakoof banke
rehna pasand hai mujhe
(The rules of my life
are quite stupid, that’s
how | am. | like staying

stupid),” she added.

Kangana recently
spoke about having
Deepika Padukone in
her restaurant

Kangana had spoken
about wanting to open
a cafe in the near future
in an old interview. In the
2013 interview, the actor
was part of a round
table that also had actor
Deepika Padukone in
attendance. On being
asked where she would
see herself in 10 years,
Kangana had said she
would like to open a res-
taurant.

“I've eaten all over the
world, and I'm carrying
amazing recipes. I'd
like to have a very very
beautiful, little cafeteria
somewhere. I'm very
good with food,” she
said in the old video.
Deepika had replied,
“I'll be your first client”.

Re-sharing the video on
her Instagram, Kangana
recently tagged Deep-
ika and wrote, “If walk-
ing the talk had a face
ha ha it would be me...
also @deepikapadu-
kone you should be my
first client.”

About Kangana'’s last
film

Fans saw Kangana
last in Emergency, in
which the actor por-
trays the role of late
prime minister Indira
Gandhi. It released in
theatres on January
17. Emergency delved
into the period during
which Indira Gandhi had
announced Emergency
for 21 months from 1975
to 1977, and its after-
math. It also starred
Anupam Kher, Shreyas
Talpade, Vishak Nair,
Milind Soman and late
actor Satish Kaushik.

In a world where love
is often measured by
Instagram likes and
viral couple goals, the
essence of genuine
connection is evolving.
While some believe in
keeping their relation-
ships private and mean-
ingful, others embrace
love as a celebration to
be shared. This Valen-
tine’s season, celebri-
ties open up about their
perspectives on modern
romance, the impact of
social media and what
love truly means to
them.

Simple gestures

Hritik Yadav

For me, love is person-
al. It's not about grand
gestures or showing off.
I'd rather celebrate in a
quiet, meaningful way—
just two people, no audi-
ence. A simple dinner,
a long conversation or
even just sitting together
in silence... that's love
for me. Love isn’t about
‘likes’ or ‘couple goals'—
it's about real moments
and real emotions. The
strongest love stories
don’t need an audience.
Social media has turned
love into a competition—
who can post the cutest
pictures, who gets the
best gifts, who gets the
most attention. But real
love isn’t about proving
something to the world.

Personal connect

Nehal Vadoliya

People treat emotions
like they’re just playing
a video game. Finding

a real, meaningful con-
nection has become
very difficult. Right now,
| am in a phase where
| only love God. | don't
want to share my per-
sonal space. | believe
in keeping my personal
connections very pri-
vate, secret and myste-
rious. | don’t like show-
ing them off. Nowadays,
people care more about
how their relationship
looks on their profile
rather than the actual
feelings behind it. As for
me, | have completely
given up on love for this
year. Right now, my
focus is on loving myself
and my work.

Old world was beautiful

Hansa Singh

Love can never be cel-
ebrated privately—that’s
my personal belief. If
it's under wraps, it's not
love. The beauty of love
lies in freedom, libera-

tion and being one with
all, especially when it's
the day to celebrate
love. Love blossoms
in private, but naturally
becomes public. This
generation and their
new lingo make me
smile and smirk at the
same time. It's good
to have an expanded
vocabulary for every
‘ship’ now. The old world
was beautiful—those
stolen moments, fleeting
glances, and not having
a mobile phone for easy
access.

Friendly fervour

Roma Arora

| believe love is meant
to be celebrated and it
comes in many forms—
not just romantic love.
Since I'm single right
now, | don’t have a part-
ner to celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day with, but |
still make the most of it
by celebrating with my

friends, especially my
fellow single friends. We
usually hang out, go for
dinner, and simply enjoy
life. For me, a relation-
ship should be built on
the pure intention of
giving love.

No validation needed

Raviraa Bhardwaj

I am a hopeless
romantic, and | believe
in Valentine’s Day
wholeheartedly. | love
celebrating love, but
prefer to keep it intimate
and meaningful rather
than making it a public
spectacle. For me, love
is about the connection
between two people, not
how many people see it.
Today, love often comes
with a need for valida-
tion on social media.
The focus has shifted
from personal emotions
to public approval. Old-
school love had more
mystery, depth and sin-

cerity, while today, love
is often measured by
likes and comments.

Desire for attention

Srikant Dwivedi

The idea of grand
romantic gestures has
turned into more of
a social media trend.
People want to see
how many likes they
get, whether their ges-
ture goes viral or if it
becomes a sensation.
Since everyone wants to
be popular and famous,
their actions are often
driven by the desire for
attention. I'm not saying
this applies to every-
one, but for the major-
ity, it seems like they
care more about being
on the trending list than
about the actual feelings
behind the gesture.

Balancing act

Rinhee Suberwal

| celebrate Valentine’s
Day privately with my
husband because |
believe there should
always be a balance
between family, your
partner and personal
time. Maintaining this
balance is very impor-
tant in life. Love does
exist, and it will always
exist because every-
thing in life has two
sides, just like a coin.
If there is hatred, there
must also be love, and
if love exists, so does
hatred. When it comes
to my feelings, love, and
everything else, | am a
mix of modern and tra-
ditional values.

Ameesha Patel to newcomers: Kill it on the big screen, not on Instagram

Actor Ameesha
Patel recently shared
her thoughts on how
the film industry has
evolved over the years.
In a candid conversa-
tion, she reflected on
the differences between
her generation of actors
and the current crop of
stars, emphasising the
importance of prioritizing
on-screen performances
over social media pres-
ence.

Speaking exclusively
to agency, Ameesha
said, “l actually feel that
our times were so much
more real. And from
then to now, actors like

us—be it Shah Rukh,
Salman, me, Preity,
Rani, Kareena—all of
us, our focus was on
what we did in front of
the camera.”

Patel believes that
today’s actors are more
preoccupied with main-
taining their image on
social media rather than
focusing on their craft.
“Whereas today’s gen-
eration is more worried
about their Instagram
portrayal. That is the big-
gest drawback—they're
not able to draw audi-
ences to buy tickets for
them at the box office
because they’re more

focused on making
reels, showing what
happens in their makeup
van with their makeup
artist, their stylist, their
entourage. They seem
happier being seen
at parties than on the
70mm screen,” she
remarked.

The actor pointed
out that this shift in pri-
orities is evident in the
box office performance
of newer actors. She
compared the longevity
of senior actors, such
as Salman Khan, Shah
Rukh Khan, and Akshay
Kumar, to the struggle of
younger stars in pulling

audiences to theaters.
“And it's evident from
the box office numbers
that this is the wrong
approach. What we did
back then is why today
a Salman, a Shah Rukh,
a Sunny, an Akshay, an
Ajay, a Rani, a Preity,
Kareena, and | still draw
audiences to theaters.
People still want to see
us because we never
placed so much empha-
sis on partying or being
seen at events. Insta-
gram is a tool, but it's
not our life,” she stated.
According to Patel,
the absence of mys-
tery around an actor’s

life has also contrib-
uted to the lack of star
power in today’s indus-
try. “There’s no curios-
ity anymore. You can’t
be spotted everywhere
you go because then the
audience stops longing
for you. Sometimes,
you need to keep away
to maintain that intrigue.
That’s one of the biggest
drawbacks of this gen-
eration, in my opinion,”
she added.

She also drew com-
parisons with legend-
ary actors like Amitabh
Bachchan and Dhar-
mendra, noting that
they achieved super-

stardom despite limited
media exposure, “There
used to be loyalty to
an actor that you don'’t
see as much now. Look
at superstars like Mr
Bachchan, Dharmen-
draji. They didn’t even
have TV channels or
interviews like this back
then, yet people were
crazy about them. Their
films were released and
caused havoc when they
hit the big screen.”

Patel concluded with
a sharp message for
today’s actors: “That’s
what real cinema is—xill-
ing it on the big screen,
not on Instagram.”
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Praising Thailand’s rich culture and heritage, the PM called it a prime example of Asia’s

NEW DELHI, Feb 14 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Friday that
many of the world’s conflicts
are an outcome of taking
extreme positions instead of
a balanced approach, assert-
ing that Buddha’s teachings
of following the middle path
and avoiding extremes offer
solutions to numerous global
challenges.

In a video address to the
fourth edition of Samvad, a
global Hindu-Buddhist initia-
tive for conflict avoidance,
organised in Thailand, Modi
said the shared traditions of
Asia rooted in the principles
of Dhamma provide answers
to the environmental crisis
plaguing the world.

Hinduism, Buddhism, Shinto-
ism, and other Asian traditions
teach people to live in harmo-
ny with nature, he said, adding
they do not see themselves as
separate from nature but as a
part of it.

According to a statement,
Modi highlighted the concept
of trusteeship, as advocated
by Mahatma Gandhi, and
emphasised that when using
natural resources for prog-
ress, one must also consider
our responsibility to future
generations.

This approach ensures that
resources are used for growth,
not greed, he added.

Noting that this edition of
Samvad is hosting a religious
roundtable, bringing together
diverse religious leaders, He

expressed confidence that
valuable insights will emerge
from this platform, shaping a
more harmonious world.

Praising the host country
Thailand for its rich culture,
history, and heritage, Modi
stressed that it stands as
a beautiful example of the
shared philosophical and spiri-
tual traditions of Asia.

Underlining the deep cultural
ties shared by India and Thai-
land spanning over two thou-
sand years, he said Ramayana
and Ramakien connect the two
nations and that their shared
reverence for Lord Buddha
unites them.

Citing Buddha, he said the
principle of moderation remains
relevant today, offering guid-
ance in addressing global chal-
lenges.

He mentioned the vibrant part-
nership across multiple sectors
between the two countries, and
said India’s ‘Act East’ policy

shared philosophical and spiritual traditions.

and Thailand’s ‘Act West’ policy
complement each other.

He said another cause of con-
flict is perceiving others as fun-
damentally different, adding that
differences lead to distance, and
distance can turn into discord.
To counter this, he cited a verse
from the Dhammapada, which
states that everyone fears pain
and death.

The prime minister noted that
he hailed from Gujarat’s Vad-
nagar and represented Vara-
nasi in Parliament, and said it
is a beautiful coincidence that
places associated with Lord
Buddha have shaped his jour-
ney.

He said, “Our reverence for
Bhagwan Buddha is reflected
in the policies of the Indian gov-
ernment.”

India has developed tourism
infrastructure to connect impor-
tant Buddhist sites as part of the
Buddhist Circuit, he said, while
also highlighting the ‘Buddha

Purnima Express’ special train
to facilitate travel on this cir-
cuit and the inauguration of the
Kushinagar International Airport
to benefit pilgrims.

He also announced various
development initiatives for Bodh
Gaya to enhance its infrastruc-
ture and invited pilgrims, schol-
ars, and monks from around the
world to visit India.

In his speech, Modi said the
Nalanda Mahavihara was one of
the greatest universities in histo-
ry and destroyed centuries ago
by the forces of conflict, adding
that India has shown resilience
by reviving it as a centre of
learning and expressed confi-
dence that Nalanda University
will regain its former glory.

He highlighted the significant
step taken to promote Pali, the
language in which Bhagwan
Buddha delivered his teach-
ings, by declaring it a classical
language to ensure the preser-
vation of its literature.

Modi highlighted the collabo-
ration with many nations over
the past decade to promote the
teachings of Lord Buddha.

He commended the distin-
guished institutions and indi-
viduals from India, Japan, and
Thailand for making the event
possible.

The prime minister took the
opportunity to remember the late
Japanese leader Shinzo Abe,
with whom he enjoyed a close
personal bond, noting that the
idea of Samvad emerged from
their conversations in 2015.

Manipur Assembly can be revived in future

based on ground situation, says BJP

IMPHAL, Feb 14
(Agencies): Reaffirming
its commitment to main-
taining Manipur’s terri-
torial integrity, the BJP
on Friday said the state
assembly, which was put
in suspended animation
following the imposition
of the President’s rule,
could be revived on any
future date depending
on the ground situation.

Sambit Patra, the
BJP’s northeast region
in-charge, told PTI that
his party was committed
to continuing efforts to
maintain peace and nor-
malcy in the state, which
has been hit by months-
long violence between
Meiteis and Kukis and
remains polarised along
ethnic lines.

He noted that the
assembly had not been
dissolved but kept in
suspended animation,
meaning that the for-
mation of a new state
government remained a
possibility.

The BJP continues
to enjoy a comfortable
majority in the assembly
but the sharpening of
ethnic differences meant
the party’s search for a
consensus candidate to
replace N Biren Singh,
who resigned as chief
minister a few days ago,
remained futile.

“The assembly is not
dissolved and can be
revived on any future
date, as deemed fit by
the president of India,
depending on the cir-

cumstances and the
situation on the ground
in Manipur,” Patra said.

“I repeat, as far as the
territorial integrity of
Manipur is concerned,
there will be no compro-
mise with it,” the Puri MP
added.

With some Kuki groups
demanding a separate
state, Patra’s reasser-
tion of the BJP’s stand
against it will reassure
the Meiteis, who are in
a majority but have been
raising concerns over a
host of issues, including
alleged demographic
imbalance, and are
vehemently opposed to
any division of Manipur.

Patra also asserted
the BJP’s firm stand
against illegal infiltration

MHA requests president for
prosecution sanction against
AAP leader Satyendar Jain

NEW DELHI, Feb 14
(Agencies): The Union
home ministry has
requested the presi-
dent for granting sanc-
tion to prosecute AAP
leader and former Delhi
minister Satyendar Jain
in a money-laundering
case being investigated
by the ED, sources said
on Friday.

The sanction against
the 60-year-old politi-
cian has been sought
under Section 218 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, they
said.

The ministry request-
ed the sanction on the
basis of an Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
investigation and the
presence of “adequate
proof”, they added.

The federal agency
booked Jain in a mon-

ey-laundering case
linked to alleged hawala
dealings and arrested
him in May 2022. He
is currently out on bail
and has been charge-
sheeted by the ED.
The money-launder-
ing case stems from an
August 2017 FIR filed
against Jain and others
by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)

on charges of alleged
possession of dispro-
portionate assets.

The CBI filed a
chargesheet in Decem-
ber 2018, stating that
the alleged dispropor-
tionate assets were
to the tune of Rs 1.47
crore, about 217 per
cent more than Jain’s
known sources of
income during 2015-17.

from across the border
and said any such effort
would be stringently
dealt with.

President’s rule was
imposed in Manipur
on Thursday and the
assembly kept in a sus-
pended animation.

Singh, who was head-

ing the BJP govern-
ment, resigned as chief
minister after nearly 21
months of ethnic vio-
lence that has so far
claimed more than 250
lives.

The Manipur Assembly
has a tenure till March
2027.

PM maintains silence in country,
says ‘personal matter’ abroad:
Rahul on Adani

(Agencies): Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
on Friday accused
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of “covering
up” the alleged corrup-
tion of businessman
Gautam Adani.

In a post on X, he
said, the PM maintains

NEW DELHI, Feb 14

silence when ques-
tions are asked in the
country and terms it a
personal matter when
asked abroad.

“If you ask questions
in the country, there
is silence, If you ask
abroad, itis a personal
matter! “Even in Amer-
ica, Modi Ji covered up

Adani Ji’s corruption!”
Gandhi charged in his
post in Hindi.

To a question on
whether the issue
relating to Adani fig-
ured in the talks, PM
Modi at a joint media
briefing in Washing-
ton said: “India is a
democracy and our
culture is ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’. We
consider the whole
world as one family. |
believe every Indian is
mine.” Modi said such
individual matters are
not discussed in talks
between two leaders.
“Two prominent lead-
ers of two countries
never discuss such
individual issues,” he
said.

Constitutional crisis in Manipur
forced imposition of President’s
rule: Congress

NEW DELHI, Feb 14
(Agencies): The Con-
gress on Friday said
the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in Manipur
is a direct admission of
the failure of the BJP
governments at the
Centre and the state,
and asked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to
apologise to the people
there.

In a post on X, Con-
gress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said
there is a Constitutional
crisis in Manipur that
forced the imposition of
President’s rule.

“Narendra Modi ji,
It is your party which
has been ruling at the
Centre for 11 years.
It is your party which
was ruling Manipur for
8 years. It is the BJP
which was responsible
for maintaining Law &
Order in the state.

“It is your government
which is responsible
for National Security
and border patrol. The
imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule by YOU,
suspending YOUR own
party’s government is a
direct admission on how
YOU failed the people of
Manipur,” Kharge said.

He said the govern-
ment has imposed
President’s rule not
because it wanted to,
but because there is a
Constitutional crisis in
the state, as none of the

NDA MLAs are willing to
accept the “baggage of
your incompetence”.

“Your “Double Engine”
ran over the lives of
the innocent people of
Manipur! High time you
now step in Manipur and
listen to the pain and
trauma of the suffering
people and apologise to
them. Do you have the
courage of conviction?”
Kharge asked.

The Congress chief
said the people of
Manipur will not forgive
Prime Minister Modi and
his party.

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on
Thursday that the impo-
sition of President’s rule
in Manipur is a belated
admission by the BJP of
their complete inability
to govern in Manipur.

“Now, PM Modi can no
longer deny his direct
responsibility for Mani-
pur,” he said in a post
on X.

“Has he finally made

up his mind to visit the
state, and explain to the
people of Manipur and
India his plan to restore
peace and normalcy?”
Gandhi asked.

President’s rule was
imposed in strife-torn
Manipur on Thursday
and the state assembly
put under suspended
animation, days after
Chief Minister N Biren
Singh resigned from his
post that led to political
uncertainty in the north-
eastern state.

The Manipur assem-
bly, which has a tenure
till 2027, has been put
under suspended ani-
mation, according to a
notification issued by
the Ministry of Home
Affairs. Singh, who
was heading the BJP
government in Mani-
pur, resigned as chief
minister after nearly 21
months of ethnic vio-
lence that has claimed
over 250 lives so far.

Courts can’t direct legislature to enact law a
particular way: Supreme Court

NEW DELHI, Feb
14 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Friday said the courts
could not direct the leg-
islature to enact a law in
a particular manner.

A bench of Justices B
R Gavai and Augustine
George Masih made
the observation while
hearing a plea against
a February 2024 order
of the Delhi High Court
which disposed of a PIL
on the issue.

“The Parliament,
after considering every
aspect, has come out
with a new enactment.
In a writ jurisdiction, nei-
ther the high courts nor
the Supreme Court can
direct the legislature to
enact a law in a particu-
lar manner,” the bench
said, while refusing to
hear the plea.

The PIL sought direc-
tions to district courts or

|

police to supply a copy
of chargesheet to the
complainant or victim
free of cost.

The counsel appear-
ing for the Centre
referred to Section 230
of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, saying
the petition was infruc-
tuous.

The Centre’s counsel

ok

said Section 230 pre-
scribes, in any case
where a proceeding
was instituted on a
police report, the mag-
istrate should furnish to
the accused and victim,
free of cost a copy of
documents, including
the police report and the
first information report.
The petitioner’s coun-
sel said Section 230 of

the BNSS did not deal
with the issue of the
right of a complainant or
victim to be heard and
participate in pre-trial
criminal proceedings.

The PIL also sought
directions to all the
district courts to issue
notice to the complain-
ants or victims at the
time of taking of cogni-
sance to enable them
to exercise their right to
be heard and participate
in pre-trial criminal pro-
ceedings.

While referring to an
apex court verdict and
the Code of Criminal
Procedure amend-
ments, the high court
said there were suffi-
cient rights given to the
victim or complainant
to effectively partici-
pate in pre-trial and trial
proceedings if they so
elected.

It had also referred

to the Delhi High Court
rules and said it was
clear that a party to a
criminal case was enti-
tled to obtain copies of
the record of the case
upon filing of an appli-
cation.

The union home min-
istry has already issued
direction to all states
and union territories
in October 2020 for
the implementation of
a standard operating
procedure (SOP) over
sexual offences against
women and children, it
added.

“In the said SOP at
paragraph 23 with
respect to the submis-
sion of chargesheet,
police has been direct-
ed to provide a copy
of chargesheet to the
victim/informant without
any cost,” said the high
court.
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11killed after bomb blastat India not neutral, it is on side of peace:
~ PM Modi on Russia-Ukraine conflict

truck carrying coal miners

The region’s deputy commissioner, Hazrat Wali Agha,

said 17 miners were in the truck when the

QUETTA, Feb 14
(Agencies): A bomb
targeting a vehicle
carrying coal miners
in southwestern Paki-
stan killed at least 11
people and wounded
six others, local offi-
cials said on Friday.

The truck had brought
the workers to a mine in
the Harnai area of Balo-
chistan province, where
Pakistan is battling a
separatist insurgency.

“An improvised explo-
sive device was planted
at the roadside which
exploded when truck
carting coal miners
reached the site,” a
paramilitary official said.

The official, who
declined to be identified,

bomb went off.

N
A N

DS
added that it may have
been a remote operated
device.

No group has claimed
responsibility for the
attack.

The region’s deputy
commissioner, Hazrat
Wali Agha, said 17
miners were in the truck
when the bomb went off.

A doctor at the local

%
R
&

hospital said two of the
wounded are in critical
condition.

Mineral-rich Balo-
chistan, which borders
Iran and Afghanistan,
has been the scene of
a decade-old insurgen-
cy by separatist ethnic
Baloch groups. Islamist
militants also operate in
the area.
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Modi also recalled his message to Russian President Vladimir Putin that it is

WASHINGTON, Feb
14 (Agencies): Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi has welcomed
US President Donald
Trump’s efforts to end
the war in Ukraine,
insisting that a solution
to the conflict cannot be
found on the battlefield
and that dialogue and
diplomacy is the only
way to bring peace.

After his wide-rang-
ing talks with Trump
at the White House on
Thursday (Friday India
time), Modi said India
has not been neutral
on the war and that it
is on the side of peace.

“I have always been
in close contact with
Russia and Ukraine. |
have met the leaders
of both countries. The
world somehow feels
India has been neu-

tral, but | want to reit-
erate that India has not
been neutral,” he said
at a joint media briefing
with Trump.

“In fact, India has been
on the side of peace,” he
said, adding “I support
Donald Trump’s efforts
towards finding a pos-
sible solution to end the

Russian drone struck Chernobyl cover; no
radiation increase: Ukraine leader Zelenskyy

The International Atomic Energy Agency also reported an “explosion” at the
site, and said “radiation levels inside and outside remain normal and stable.”

KYIV, Feb 14 (Agen-
cies): Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said on Friday
that a Russian drone
had struck a cover built
to contain radiation at
the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant, adding that
“radiation levels have
not increased”.

The Ukrainian air force
said that Russia had
launched more than 100
drones across the coun-
try overnight—including
attack drones—target-
ing northern regions of
the country where the
Chernobyl power plant
lies.

“Last night, a Rus-

sian attack drone with a
high-explosive warhead
struck the cover protect-
ing the world from radia-
tion at the destroyed 4th
power unit of the Cher-
nobyl Nuclear Power
Plant,” Zelenskyy said
in a social media post.

The International
Atomic Energy Agency
also reported an “explo-
sion” at the site, and said
“radiation levels inside
and outside remain
normal and stable.”

The agency, which has
had a team deployed on
the site since the early
stages of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, pub-
lished images appar-

ently showing the drone
on fire after crashing into
the covering.

In 1986, a reactor at
Chernobyl exploded
during a botched safety
test, resulting in the

Taiwan pledges to communicate
and invest more in the US after
Trump tariff threats

TAIPEI, Feb 14
(Agencies): Taiwan
President Lai Ching-te
said Friday he would
communicate more
with the U.S. over Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
concerns over the chip
industry and invest
more in the U.S, hours
after Trump ordered
reciprocal tariffs on
trade partners.

Trump said on Thurs-
day that Taiwan had
taken away the U.S.
chip business and said
that he wanted it back
in the country. Taiwan'’s
TSMC is the world’s
largest chipmaker and
produces chips for com-
panies including Apple,
Intel and Nvidia.

In a news briefing after
holding a meeting of the
National Security Coun-
cil at the presidential
office, Lai said that he
was aware of Trump’s
concerns. He described
Taiwan’s semiconductor
industry as well as the
global semiconductor
industry is part of an
“ecosystem” in which
countries specialize in
different areas.

“The global semicon-
ductor industry is an
ecosystem, and it’'s a
division of work,” Lai
said.

“In response to Presi-
dent Trump’s latest

actions, Taiwan needs
to respond calmly, and
communicate well with
the industries,” Lai said.

“We hope to create a
win-win scenario, not
just to ensure benefit
to the U.S. but also to
ensure that Taiwan's
industries has room
from growth.”

His comments came
hours after Trump
ordered reciprocal tar-
iffs on trade partners
that tax U.S. imports, a
move that could threat-
en a global trade war.

The U.S. does not
recognize Taiwan as a
country, but is its stron-
gest backer and biggest
arms provider. But bilat-
eral relations between
the two are less certain
amid Trump’s seemingly
transactional approach
to geopolitical relations.

Lai said his govern-
ment would propose
a “global semiconduc-
tor democratic supply
chain partnership initia-

tive” and said he would
be willing to work with
partners such as the
U.S. to build a more
resilient and diversified
semiconductor supply
chain.

Lai said that Taiwan
will maintain communi-
cation with the U.S. to
help the new govern-
ment better understand
that Taiwan is an “indis-
pensable partner in the
United States’ process
of rebuilding its manu-
facturing industry and
consolidating its high-
tech leadership.”

Over the past two
years, more than 40%
of Taiwan’s overseas
investments are U.S.
bound, Lai said, exceed-
ing that of investments
in China.

Lai also said Friday
that he would propose
a “special budget”
to increase defense
spending to over 3% of
Taiwan’s gross domes-
tic product.

world’s worst nuclear
accident that sent clouds
of radiation across much
of Europe and forced
tens of thousands of
people to evacuate.
Soviet authorities ini-

tially tried to cover up
and then play down the
disaster.

Eventually a massive
concrete and steel cover
called a sarcophagus
was built over the reac-
tor, to contain the radia-
tion.

“The only country in
the world that attacks
such sites, occupies
nuclear power plants,
and wages war without
any regard for the con-
sequences is today’s
Russia,” Zelenskyy
added in his statement.

There was no imme-
diate response from
Russia.

Fourteen Gaza
children flown to
Italy for treatment

ROME, Feb 14 (Agencies): Fourteen Palestinian
children, many with cancer, have been flown to Italy for
medical treatment, the latest among dozens brought
from Gaza following the Hamas-Israel war, the foreign

ministry said Friday.

The children and their families, a total of 45 people,
had on Wednesday crossed the Rafah border from
Gaza into Egypt, where they underwent medical
checks at the Italian hospital in Cairo, officials said.

They were flown to Italy on an Italian military plane,
and greeted at Rome’s Ciampino airport on Thursday
evening by Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani.

Treating the children was part of Italy’s efforts to pro-
mote peace and dialogue in the region, he said Friday,
a “diplomacy made of solidarity, which restores hope
to the most fragile and defenceless”.

Some of the children were due to be treated in the
capital, the others heading north for treatment in hos-
pitals including in Turin and Milan, a ministry spokes-

man said.

Two of the children disembarked in Rome were
headed for the Vatican’s Bambino Gesu hospital, which
treated nine other Palestinian children last year.

All those nine, ranging from one to 15 years old, have
been discharged, a hospital spokesman told agency.

Italy is among several European countries to treat
children injured or suffering from disease in Gaza since
the war began on October 7, 2023.

“Every child we bring to ltaly is a sign of hope, a
commitment to life and the future,” Defence Secretary

Guido Crosetto said.

The first 11 Palestinian children arrived in Italy in
January 2024, followed by dozens more in the months
that followed, some flown in and some transported on

the Italian naval ship Vulcano.

not the era for war

H

war.”

Modi also recalled his
message to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
that it is not the era for
war.

“When | met President
Putin, | had even said
that ‘this is not the era
for war’. | had also said
that solutions cannot be

found on the battlefield.
They can only come
when all parties sit at
the table for dialogue,”
the prime minister said.

“India believes that
the solution to the war
can be found only when
the issue is discussed
in a forum where both
countries (Russia and
Ukraine) are in atten-
dance.”

On Wednesday, Trump
said he held a lengthy
and productive phone
call with Putin and that
they agreed to move
forward towards nego-
tiations to end the war.

The US president
even said he and Putin
“agreed to have our
respective teams start
negotiations immedi-
ately”.

India has all along

been pressing for reso-
lution of the Ukraine
conflict through dialogue
and diplomacy.

In his summit talks with
Putin on July 9 last year
in Moscow, Modi told
the Russian leader that
a solution to the Ukraine
conflict is not possible
on the battlefield and
peace efforts do not
succeed in the midst of
bombs and bullets.

Weeks later he trav-
elled to Ukraine.

In his talks with Ukrai-
nian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, Modi
said both Ukraine and
Russia should sit togeth-
er without wasting time
to end the ongoing war
and that India was ready
to play an “active role”
to restore peace in the
region.

6 Killed, 25 injured in fire at hotel

construction site in

SEOUL, Feb 14
(Agencies): Six people
were killed and more
than two dozen were
injured when a blaze
ripped through a hotel
construction site in the
South Korean port city
of Busan on Friday, the
National Fire Agency
said.

The fire started just
before 11:00 am (0200
GMT) at the construc-

N

tion site of the Banyan
Tree Hotel, authorities
said. Around 100 work-
ers were present when
the blaze erupted, a
National Fire Agency
official told agency.

Twenty-five people
were injured, a public
health department offi-
cial said, adding that
most were minor inju-
ries caused by smoke
inhalation.

South Korea

“The fire had already
reached its peak by the
time we arrived and
thick black smoke was
covering the scene,”
Busan Gijang Fire Sta-
tion chief Hong Mun-sik
told reporters.

“There were many
flammable materials
blocking the entrance,”
Hong said.

The fire broke out
on the first floor of the
building where work-
ers had stored insula-
tion materials, Hong
said, and the fatalities
occurred where the fire
started.

“The exact cause and
location of the fire need
to be thoroughly investi-
gated,” Hong said.

The fire was brought
under control around
1:30 pm.

Tennessee man
sentenced to life in prison for
murdering his wife during
their Fiji honeymoon

A man from Memphis, Tennessee, has been sentenced to life in prison for

murdering his wife during

MELBOURNE, Feb
14 (Agencies): A man
from Memphis, Ten-
nessee, was sen-
tenced to life in prison
for murdering his wife
during their honey-
moon in Fiji in 2022,
a court official said on
Friday.

Bradley Robert
Dawson, 40, will have
to serve at least 18
years in prison before
he can be considered
for release, a Fiji High
Court registry official
in Lautoka said.

Dawson was con-
victed in December
of murdering his wife,
Christe Chen, who
was then 36, at the
exclusive Turtle Island
resort in the Yasawa
archipelago two days
after the newlyweds
arrived in the South
Pacific nation. He
then fled by kayak to a
nearby island.

He was sentenced by
Justice Riyaz Hamza.

Hamza told Dawson
he had shown disre-
gard for Chen’s right
to life and her personal
liberty.

“Your conduct after

the incident was
appalling. Having
inflicted serious and
life-threatening inju-
ries to the deceased
you fled the scene of
the crime, leaving the
deceased alone and
helpless,” Hamza said,
according to The Fiji
Times newspaper.

Chen’s body was dis-
covered in the couple’s
room by resort staff
with multiple blunt
trauma wounds to her
head after the couple
was heard arguing
and did not appear at
breakfast or lunch the
next day.

Dawson pleaded not
guilty to the charge
and was tried over
eight days.

His lawyer Anil
Prasad told the court
that prosecutors had
failed provide suffi-
cient evidence to con-
vict Dawson, the Fijian
Broadcasting Corp.
reported.

Prasad said that
while the prosecution
alleged that Dawson
was planning to flee
Fiji, authorities failed
to acknowledge that

their honeymoon in Fiji in 2022

many of the couple’s
personal belongings
remained at the resort.

Prasad also said
Dawson had no inju-
ries to suggest he
had been involved in
a physical altercation
with his wife.

But the judge said he
was satisfied beyond
reasonable doubt that
Dawson and no one
else had committed
the crime.

Dawson worked in
the information tech-
nology department at
Youth Villages, a non-
profit child welfare and
support organization
based in Memphis. An
online records search
showed no criminal
arrests for Dawson in
Shelby County, which
includes Memphis.

The Turtle Island
resort, where the pair
stayed, is an exclusive
and remote 500-acre
island that accommo-
dates only 14 couples
at a time. Yasawa is
a group of about 20
volcanic islands in the
west of Fiji, a nation of
930,000 people.
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JAMMU, Feb 14: The
Akhil Bhartiya Dharam
Prachar Sewa Samiti
(ABDPSS), under the
guidance of Pujya Sant
Shri Asharam Bapuiji,
celebrated February 14
as “Matra Pitra Poojan
Diwas” across Jammu.

The event aimed to
promote respect and
gratitude toward par-
ents, emphasizing
the values of Sanatan
Dharma over Western
influences such as Val-
entine’s Day.

A grand function was
organized in the City
of Temples, graced by
revered saints Swami
Parmeshwaranand Ji
Maharaj and Suder-
shan Dass Maharaj, with
the presence of Vipin
Sharma.

The ceremony com-
menced with the chant-
ing of Vedic mantras
and Saraswati Poojan,
followed by spiritual dis-
courses by Swami Par

matma Nand Ji.

Children of all ages,
along with students
from various schools,
participated in the event,
offering prayers to their
parents in a traditional
manner. The practice
of seeking blessings
from parents was high-
lighted as a way to
foster responsibility and
respect within families.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Swami Parmesh

R

waranand Ji empha-
sized that the growing
influence of Western
culture, including the
widespread observance
of Valentine’s Day, is
leading the younger
generation away from
their roots. He stressed
the importance of reviv-
ing Indian traditions to
strengthen family bonds
and moral values.

Raman Sharma, Pra-
char Pramukh of the

A

]

Samiti, expressed con-
cerns over the increas-
ing gap between parents
and children, citing the
rise of old age homes
as a worrying trend.
He stated that Western
practices like Valentine’s
Day are contributing to
this disconnect, and ini-
tiatives such as Matra
Pitra Poojan can help
restore the sanctity of
the parent-child rela-
tionship.

During the ceremony,
children worshipped
their parents in accor-
dance with Vedic tra-
ditions, applying tilak
to their foreheads and
performing circumam-
bulation as a mark of
reverence. Parents, in
turn, bestowed bless-
ings upon their children
for their prosperity and
well-being. The event
concluded with expres-
sions of gratitude from
the organizers, reaffirm-
ing the belief that honor-
ing one’s parents is key
to a righteous and suc-
cessful life.

Prominent attendees
included Rani Devi, Lak-
shmi Devi, Vimla Devi,
Rajan Sharma, Satinder
Singh, Ummeed Kumar,
Vivek Kumar, Pritma
Devi, Raju Sharma,
Amit Pal Singh, Rajven-
dra Singh, Kavi Kumari,
Simple Sharma, Ravi
Sharma, Simmi Sharma,
and many others.

GDC R.S Pura hosts preamble
recitation ceremony to celebrate 75

years of ado

Top News Report

R S PURA, Feb 14:
In commemoration of
75 years of adoption of
Indian Constitution, a
momentous event was
organised collectively by
Department of Political
Science of Govt. Degree
College R.S Pura under
the guidance of worthy
Principal of the college
Prof. (Dr.) Preetpal
Kour and supervised by
Dr. Rakesh Choudhary
HOD, Department of
Political Science.

In Preamble Recitation
Ceremony, the partici-
pants read the preamble
with the aims to foster a

sense of Unity and
constitution awareness.

The event of Preamble
Recitation Ceremony,
was dedicated to hon-
oring the principles of
democracy, unity, and
justice. This ceremony
took place on Friday
at Smart Room No. 02
bringing together com-
munity members, stu-
dents, and leaders for
a shared moment of
reflection on the ideals
that shape our nation.

The event featured
a collective recitation
of the Preamble to the
Constitution, highlight-
ing the enduring values
of liberty, justice, and

ption of Indian Constitution

equality.

The student speakers
Gupreet Kour and Virain
Sharma offered speech
and remarks on the sig-
nificance of the Pream-
ble and its relevance in
today’s society.

Principal Prof. (Dr.)
Preetpal Kour said that
this ceremony is open
to the public to all the
students and officials
of the college and all
are encouraged to par-
ticipate in reaffirming
the commitment to the
founding principles of
our nation. The attend-
ees such as Dr. Neena
Gupta, Dr. Raj Kumari,
Dr. Sudesh Kumar, Dr.
Kiran Pathania, Prof.
Harpreet Kour, Prof.
Vijeeta Anand, Prof.
Rajinder Singh, Dr.
Varinder Kour joined
in the recitation and
engage in discussions
on how these values
can be upheld in modern
society.

GDC R.S Pura conducts cleanliness
drive in Nowabad Fish Farm

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: The
NSS unit of GDC RS
Pura in collaboration
with Department Zool-
ogy under the patron-
age of Prof Dr. Preetpal
Kour Principal GDC RS
Pura, conducted cleanli-
ness drive in Nowabad
Fish farm to reaffirm its
steadfast commitment
to promote cleanliness
and environmental sus-
tainability across the
fisheries sector.

The campaign which
took place on Friday wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from officials,
staff, and key stakehold-
ers within the sector
focusing on cleanliness
drives, awareness activ-
ities, and environmental
preservation efforts.

The drives focused on
removing plastic waste,

marine litter, and other
pollutants, contributing
to the creation of clean-
er and more sustainable
marine and inland eco-
systems.

The volunteers/stu-
dents of Zoology Depart-
ment were briefed about
various techniques of
fish farming such as
seeding, breeding and
rearing by Sandesh
Gupta Assistant Direc-
tor, Department of Fish-
eries (J&K).

He also stressed that
various initiatives have
been taken by the gov-
ernment for capacity
building of the students
under different schemes
wherein they acquire
technical skills in the
field of fish farming and
develop entrepreneur-
ship in aquaculture.

The students also took

Swachhata Pledge,
reaffirming their dedi-
cation to maintaining
cleanliness in their sur-
roundings and to foster
a cleaner and greener
environment for future
generations.

This initiative, held
under the visionary
leadership of NSS PO
Dr. Chanchal Angral.

This initiative has been
a resounding success,
reinforcing the commit-
ment of NSS to create
a cleaner environment
and promoting sustain-
ability across fisheries
sector.

The event witness
participation of Prof
Shifali Abrol and NSS
members Dr. Shivani
Manchanda, Dr. Akrity
Parihar, Dr. Hari Singh,
Dr. Sunil Kumar Man-
goch and Dr. Savleen
Kour.

Lyrics of devotional
songs written by Neeraj

Kaith hailed

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: BJP
Activists R.L.Kaith,
Subedar Baldev Chand
Sandhu (Retd), Naresh
Kumar Kaith, Jagdish
Raj Kaith, Rashpal
Sargotra, Ram Dass
Nandan and many
others at a meeting held
here on Friday hailed
the lyrics of devotional
songs written in Dogri
by Neeraj Kaith of Vil-
lage Phillore of Tehsil
Marh.

They conveyed con-
gratulations to Neeraj
Kaith through Music

Director Vicky Kaith, for
the heart touching lyrics
he’s written.

R.L.Kaith said, Pro-
moting Dogri is essen-
tial to preserve and revi-
talize the rich cultural
heritage of the Dogra
people by ensuring its
continued use and vis-
ibility through songs,
education, media, and
community engage-
ment, thereby safe-
guarding the unique
linguistic identity of the
Jammu region and pre-
venting its decline due
to the growing influence
of other languages.

Samvedna Society committed to

serving COMmMmaoIn marns:

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
Chairman of Samvedna
Society and prominent
social activist Keshav
Chopra organized a pro-
gram to distribute Ration
Cards, PMJAY (Ayush-
man Bharat Golden
Cards), and ABHA cards
to local residents, ensur-
ing access to essential
government schemes.

During the event,
Keshav Chopra
expressed gratitude to
the Director of Food,
Civil Supplies, and Con

o

sumer Affairs and her
team for expediting the
approval of ration cards.
He emphasized the sig-
nificance of ration cards
in availing benefits
under various schemes,
including Ayushman
Bharat Golden Card,
pension schemes, and
other government wel-
fare programs.

PMJAY, the larg-
est health insurance
scheme in the world,
provides free treat-
ment to millions, while
the ABHA (Ayushman
Bharat Health Account)

Keshav

Card allows individuals
to access healthcare
services and store medi-
cal information digitally.
Keshav reiterated Sam-
vedna Society’s commit-
ment to delivering these
essential services at the
doorstep of the common
man to ensure maxi-
mum accessibility.

Local residents
expressed their appre-
ciation for Keshav Cho-
pra’s efforts in facilitat-
ing these crucial docu-
ments. The event was
attended by notable
personalities, including
Anju Chopra, Manoj
Tandon, Sourav Gupta,
Vikas Kumar, Dr. Kris-
han Kumar, Parsho-
tam Gupta, Sushil, and
others who lauded the
initiative.

Samvedna Soci-
ety continues to work
towards the upliftment
of society by providing
essential services and
empowering citizens
with access to govern-
ment welfare programs.

Heritageans Shyra,
Kritaarth make their mark

in India Book
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Heri-
tage School announced
the remarkable mile-
stone achieved by
Shyra Gupta, Kritaarth
Anand of class IF and
Arshiya Gupta of class
IB, studying in Heri-
tage School, who have
individually earned the
title of ‘IBR Achiever’
for reciting the names
of 7 Wonders of the
World, 8 neighbouring
countries of India, capi-
tals of 28 Indian states
and 8 union territories;
identifying the flags and
recalling the names
of 26 Asian countries,
at the tender age of 6
years and 5 months and
identifying and naming
flags of 50 countries
in 28 seconds respec-
tively.

of Records

Their remarkable
talent, honed in gram-
mar and mapology
classes at Caren N
Berry, enabled them
to achieve the feat for
which they have been
awarded a certificate, a
medal, a metal pen, an
IBR badge and the IBR
book of records. With
this, they now proudly
hold the title of ‘IBR
Achievers.’

Their accomplish-
ments highlight the
importance of cognitive
skills along with memory
training.

Heritage School
extended its heart-
felt congratulations to
Shyra, Kritaarth and
Arshiya Gupta on this
outstanding achieve-
ment and wishes them
the very best in all their
future endeavours.

Samsung launches community-led
programme “Galaxy Empowered” to
upskill 20,000 teachers by 2025

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Sam-
sung, India’s largest
consumer electronics
brand, has announced
the launch of “Galaxy
Empowered”, a one-of-
a-kind community-led
programme designed
to transform education
in India by empowering
teachers, principals, and
administrators in the
education sector.

The initiative, launched
in the presence of Abhi-
nav Bindra, legendary
shooter and 2008 Olym-
pic Gold Medallist, aims
to build a culture of inno-
vation and inspire cre-
ativity in education by
integrating technology
into teaching practices.
It will prepare teach-
ers for the classrooms
of tomorrow through
recurring on-ground and
online learning events.
As a global leader in
technology, Samsung
is committed to shaping
the future of education
by creating future-ready
classrooms that will help
teachers embrace the
latest technology and
modern pedagogies.

“Galaxy Empowered”

not only benefits educa-
tors but also supports
schools in becoming
leaders in education
innovation. By enhanc-
ing teaching practices
and creating technolo-
gy-driven learning envi-
ronments, schools can
position themselves as
the institution of choice
for parents, improving
their reputation and
gaining recognition in
the community.

In addition, the “Galaxy
Empowered” pro-
gramme is free for both
teachers and schools,
ensuring valuable
resources for education
advancement without
any financial barriers.

“With “Galaxy Empow-
ered”, we provide teach-
ers the tools to enhance
student engagement
and create lasting edu-
cational impact. By
investing in teacher
development, Samsung
empowers educators to
maximize their class-
room impact, support-
ing the backbone of the
education system. This
initiative aligns with our
vision of innovating for a
better tomorrow, ensur-
ing education remains at

the forefront of innova-
tion and every educa-
tor has the resources
to succeed,” said Raju
Pullan, Senior Vice
President, MX Busi-
ness, Samsung India.

Over 2,700 teachers
have been awarded
certificates across India
via live training sessions
since December 2024
under the umbrella of
“Galaxy Empowered”.

The programme aims
to empower 20,000
teachers across India
by 2025. For the Delhi
phase, Samsung has
successfully conducted
the “Galaxy Empow-
ered” programme in
250 schools. Apart from
partnering with Mahat-
tattva Educational Advi-
sory and STTAR for
the first phase, special-
ized trainers and aca-
demicians have been
appointed to help the
teachers through the
programme.“Education
lies at the heart of soci-
etal progress, and Sam-
sung has recognized the
importance of enabling
teachers with the right
tools and support to har-
ness technology in the
classroom.

Manmeet Sudan expresses gratitude to Delhi
voters, calls it a victory of Modi’s guarantee

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: BJP youth leader
Manmeet Singh Sudan expressed grati-
tude to the people of Delhi, stating that
the national capital has been freed from
misgovernance. He declared, “Now,
there is Modi in the nation and Modi in
Delhi as well.” Calling it a victory of the
people, Sudan emphasized that this tri-
umph signifies the trust in Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his guarantees.

“The leadership of PM Modi has
inspired the people of Delhi to reject
excuses and baseless allegations. Now,
the focus is on development, and those
making excuses have been shown the
exit,” he said. Sudan criticized the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government, stating

that it relied on free schemes for years

to sustain itself politically. However,

all.”

this time, the people of Delhi prioritized
“Modi’s Guarantee.”

He asserted that the real reason
behind this victory is the BJP’s agenda
of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas” (Together with all, Develop-
ment for all, Trust of all). He further
acknowledged the dedication of BJP
workers, saying, “Every BJP worker
worked with full commitment in this
election, and the results are visible to

He concluded by stating that after
many years, Delhi is set to witness a
BJP-led government that will be entirely
dedicated to public service.
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Union Minister Dr. Virendra distributes PPE Kits,
Ayushman Cards to Sewer Septic Tank Workers

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Union Min-
ister for Social Justice and
Empowerment (SJ&E), Dr.
Virender Kumar, visited Jammu
in connection with implementa-
tion of schemes of the Ministry,
in the Union Territory. On the
occasion, the Minister distrib-
uted Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) kits and Ayushman
health cards to Sewer and
Septic Tank Workers (SSWs)
(Safai Mitras), under the flag-
ship scheme of National Action
for Mechanized Sanitation Eco-
system (NAMASTE).

The Government has formu-
lated the NAMASTE scheme
with an objective to provide
dignity to Safai Karamcharis
and to empower them socially
and economically. The scheme
is to ensure safety and dignity
of sanitation workers in urban
India and enhancing their occu-
pational safety through capacity
building and improved access
to PPE Kits, safety devices and
machines.

PPE kits consist of various
protective garments and acces-
sories designed to shield indi-

Eo =

viduals from potential health

hazards or infections. These
kits typically include items
such as masks, gloves, gog-
gles, face shields, gowns, and
shoe covers. They are crucial
for ensuring the safety of front-
line workers, especially those
who are exposed to hazard-
ous environments or infectious
diseases, such as sewer and
septic tank workers.

The Ayushman health card is
a form of identification issued
under the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY), a gov-
ernment-sponsored health
insurance scheme in India. It
provides beneficiaries with
access to cashless and paper-

less healthcare services at
empaneled hospitals. The card
contains essential information
about the beneficiary, includ-
ing their unique identification
number and details of covered
healthcare services.

During the visit, the Minister
also visited the Outreach and
Drop In Centre (ODIC), run by
the NGO, UK Society for the
Promotion of Youth and Masses’
at Jammu, under Scheme of
National Action Plan for Drug
Demand Reduction (NAPDDR).

The event witnessed the reaf-
firmation of the government’s
commitment to ‘Vanchiton Ko
Variyata’, ensuring that those
who have been historically
underserved or overlooked are

given the attention and sup-
port they deserve. This dedi-
cation to prioritizing the mar-
ginalized reflects the govern-
ment’s broader vision of ‘Viksit
Bharat’, where every individual
has the opportunity to contrib-
ute to and benefit from India’s
development journey. Through
collaborative efforts and con-
certed initiatives, the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empow-
erment remains steadfast in its
mission to leave no one behind
and build a more equitable and
empowered society.

The occasion was also attend-
ed by Sakina Masood (ltoo),
Minister for Education, Health
& Medical Education and Social
Welfare Department, Jammu &
Kashmir; Sham Lal Sharma,
MLA (Jammu North); Yudvir
Sethi, MLA (Jammu East); Shri
Arvind Gupta, MLA (Jammu
West); Prabhat Kumar Singh,
Managing Director, National
Safai Karamcharis Finance
& Development Corporation
(NSKFDC), Devansh Yadav,
Commissioner (Jammu Munici-
pal Corporation).

GGM Science College pays

P

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: NCC
Cadets of GGM Sci-
ence College paid trib-
ute to the fallen Heroes
of Pulwama Attack.
Under the supervi-
sion of Lt. Dr. Devinder
Kumar Sharma (ANO),
Cadets paid tribute
by organizing candle
march, speech and vari-
ous activities.

Also other dignitaries
and College Staff were
present. Dr. Vandana
Khajuria ( In charge
Principal) remarked that
we should never forget
the supreme sacrifice
of our heroes who laid
their lives for our better

tribute to
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future.

Prof. G.M Bhat (Retd.
Prof. University of
Jammu ) said that, we
should pledge to sup-
port our armed forces
, stand against terror-
ism and walk towards
peace and secure
future. Lt. Dr. Devin-
der Kumar Sharma (
ANO ) pledged that we
should not forget our
National Heroes and
their supreme sacrifice.
We also pledge that we
would support the fami-
lies of the heroes who
laid lives protection
valour and honour of
Nation. Sergeant Aman-
deep Singh remarked

heroes of Pulwama

that bravery of our sol-
diers reminds us that
freedom comes at a
cost, and it is our duty
to honor and remember
those who pay that price
for us.

Cadets reflected the
Patriotism, Nation build-
ing Character and Qual-
ity of valour. Cadets
pledged that they would
always keep integrity
of Nation and would
always help in the time
of need for the country.

This 14th Feb., the
Black Day of Indian his-
tory, would always be
remembered and would
inspire youth to contrib-
ute for Nation Building.

Navya Srijan Sewa Sansthan
organizes Blood Donation Camp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
Navya Srijan Sewa
Sansthan successfully
organized their 2nd
Blood Donation Camp
today to pay tribute to
the 44 CRPF jawans
who lost their lives in
the Pulwama attack in
2019.

The event saw 30 units
of blood being donated,
along with free screen-
ing for the volunteers.

Deepak Gupta, Head
of the Organization,
emphasized the impor-
tance of blood donation
in overcoming the short-
age of blood in hospi-
tals.

He also highlighted
the significance of the
youth’s willingness to
donate blood as a trib-
ute to the martyrs.

The event was attend-
ed by notable guests,
including Vikram Rand-
hawa, MLA Bahu, who
felicitated the donors.
Floral tributes were also
paid to Shaheed Sid-
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dharth Chib, who lost
his life on duty last year.

Navya Srijan Sewa
Sansthan submit-
ted a memorandum
demanding a memorial
in memory of Shaheed
Siddharth Chib.

The organization also
honored Retd. Prof.
Harbans Singh Chib,
head of the family of

]

Shaheed Sidharth, with
a memento.

Dr. Niti, the program
coordinator from GMC
Bakshi Nagar Blood
Bank, presented a
certificate of apprecia-
tion to the volunteers
of Navya Srijan Sewa
Sansthan for organizing
a well-managed blood
donation camp.

Program on “Discovery of Palaeoloxodon Fossil and antiquity

of humans in K

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: The
PG Department of Geol-
ogy, GGM Science Col-
lege Jammu organised
an awareness program
on the recent discovery
of Palaeoloxodon fossil
and its implications for
understanding the antig-
uity of human civilization
in Kashmir.

The objectives of the
program were to raise
awareness among the
students about the sig-
nificance of the Palaeo-
loxodon fossil discovery
in Kashmir and its impli-
cations for understand-
ing early human settle-
ments in the region.

The event witnessed
the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of more than
100 postgraduate and
undergraduate stu-
dents.

The event featured
renowned geologist and
researcher, Professor G
M Bhatof Geology at the
University of Jammu.

The programme com-
menced with a warm
welcome address deliv-
ered by Dr. Mateen
Hafiz, Head of the
Department of Geol-
ogy, who emphasized
the significance of such
discoveries in under-
standing prehistoric life
in Kashmir. Special grat-
itude was extended to
the host College Princi-
pal, Dr. Romesh Kumar
Gupta for his continuous
support in facilitating
such academic initia-
tives.

Prof. G M Bhatdeliv-
ered an insightful lec-
ture on the geological
and paleontological

aspects of the Palaeo-
loxodon fossil discovery.

He elaborated on the
fossil’'s significance
in reconstructing past
environmental condi-
tions and its implica-
tions for human history
in the region.

Prof. Bhat discussed
the discovery of the
Palaeoloxodon fossil,
which acts as a missing
link between elephant
species. He also high-
lighted that the stone
tools found alongside
the fossil provide insight
into the possibility that
this elephant species
was butchered.

He emphasized that

ashmir” held at GGM Science Colleg

these discoveries con-
tribute to our under-
standing of human
migration, adaptation,
and interaction with pre-
historic environments.
The interactive Q&A
session that followed
allowed attendees to
engage directly with the
experts, gaining deeper
insights into the subject.
The members of the
organising committee,
viz. Dr. Rajesh Kumar,
Dr. Sandeep Kumar,
Dr. Meenu Sharma, Dr.
Shiv Panday, Dr. Arjun
Singh, Mr. Sumit Johar,
Dr. Rouf Ahmed, Dr.
Huny Sharma, Dr. Tan-
veer Ahmed enthusiasti-
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cally participatedin the
event.

Other faculty members
of the college including
Dr. VandanaKhajuria,
Dr. Devinder Sharma,
Dr. NishaSlathia, Dr.
Arun Kumar, Dr. Neha
Sharma, Reetika Rani,
Dr. Jyotdeep Kour, Dr.
Amit Bali also attended
the event.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks
delivered by Dr. Arjun
Singh Rathore, express-
ing gratitude to the dis-
tinguished speakers, the
Principal, faculty mem-
bers, organizing com-
mittee, and students for
their active participation
and making the event a
resounding success.

This awareness pro-
gramme has contributed
significantly to academ-
ic discourse and has
inspired students and
researchers to explore
further studies in pal-
aeontology, geology,
and human antiquity in
Kashmir.

Motor Parts Dealers Association highlights
issues in Transport Nagar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: A
meeting was held on
Friday under the chair-
manship of Rajinder
P. Kakkar, President
of the Motor Parts
Dealers Association
(MPDA), Transport
Nagar, Jammu, to dis-
cuss pressing con-
cerns regarding illegal
encroachments, sani-
tation, water supply,
and drainage issues.
The association has
unanimously decided
to raise these demands
through print and elec-
tronic media, urging the
civil administration, law
enforcement agencies,
and J&K UT authori-
ties to take immediate
action.

The association
highlighted the grow-
ing problem of illegal
encroachments at the
entrance of Transport
Nagar, particularly
from the SDPO South
Office to Yard No. 7
Main Road. Rental
workshops, acces-
sory shops, and scrap
dealers have occupied

roads illegally, caus-
ing major obstructions
in traffic movement.
These violations have
not only led to inconve-
nience for shopkeep-
ers but also created
congestion during peak
business hours. MPDA
has demanded weekly
anti-encroachment
drives by JDA, JMC,
Traffic Police, and law
enforcement agencies
to clear the roads and
impose heavy penalties
on encroachers. They
have also called for the
confiscation of illegally
parked vehicles and
materials to discourage
further violations.
Another major con-
cern raised in the meet-
ing was the lack of
sanitation and increas-
ing anti-social activi-
ties in the ISBT area.
Shopkeepers pointed
out that junked vehi-
cles and unauthorized
condom vending spots
have turned the area
into a nuisance, making
cleanliness efforts dif-
ficult. The association
suggested that JMC
should provide a des-

Karamcharis, along with
proper storage for tools
and changing rooms
for sanitation workers.
Additionally, a dedicated
garbage dumping site
should be established
for daily waste disposal,
ensuring a cleaner and
more organized ISBT.
The shortage of drink-
ing water in Transport
Nagar, especially in
Yard No. 1, 4 & 6, was
another key issue dis-
cussed during the meet-
ing. Despite repeated
complaints, the PHE
department has not
addressed the missing
supply pipes, causing
significant inconve-
nience to traders and
workers. The MPDA
urged the authorities to

take immediate action
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to restore proper water
supply and ensure that
all necessary repairs
and upgrades are com-
pleted without further
delay.

Drainage and water-
logging have also
become a major chal-
lenge in Transport
Nagar. While new deep
drains and nallahs have
been constructed as
part of the area’s upgra-
dation, they require
monthly desilting to
prevent blockages and
maintain sanitation. The
MPDA observed that
there is a lack of coor-
dination between JMC’s
transport division, which
has led to neglect in this
area. The association
strongly recommended

regular cleaning and
maintenance to ensure
the effective functioning
of the drainage system.

During the meet-
ing, several prominent
members, including
Sanjay Dogra, Sham
Parshad Gupta, Mohin-
der Singh, Deepak Daf-
tari, Jaswinder Singh,
Naresh Gupta, Sudhir
Bakshi, Raman Gupta,
and Sham Singh Bhau,
along with a large gath-
ering of shopkeep-
ers, shared their con-
cerns and experiences
regarding these issues.

The MPDA Secretary
urged the authorities
to take immediate cor-
rective measures to
resolve the long-stand-
ing issues and ensure
a hassle-free business
environment for trad-
ers and commuters
in Transport Nagar,
Jammu. The associa-
tion remains commit-
ted to working for the
welfare of the business
community and hopes
that the administration
will take necessary
steps to address their
concerns at the earliest.

Gunsheen of DPS
Jammu secures 1st

position in J&K UT Senior
Basketball C’ship-2

|56
Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Gun-
sheen Kour (X-G), a

student of Delhi Public
School Jammu brought
laurels to the school and
her parents by secur-

024

ing 1st position in J&K
UT Senior Basketball
Championship 2024
organized by J&K Bas-
ketball Association held
from 23-25 December,
2025 at M.A Stadium,
Jammu.

She had participated
in Senior Open Cat-
egory. Gunsheen had
also received a trophy
and Certificate of Par-
ticipation.

The esteemed man-
agement, DPS Jammu
under the visionary
leadership of President-
RCT, Ajatshatru Singh,
Pro VC- Dr. Ritu Singh,
Director- S.S Sodhi
along with Principal-
DPS Jammu, Ruchi
Chabra and staff con-
gratulated Gunsheen,
her parents and coach,
Shaktish Kumar Chopra
for the achievement.
They also extended
their best wishes to her
for all her future compe-
titions.
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Baseball has been part of Asian Games since 1994 and Olympic Games since 1992

NEW DELHI, Feb 14 (Agen-
cies): The Sports ministry
has rejected speculation that
it would consider harnessing
the country’s massive pool of
aspiring cricketers to turn them
into baseball medal prospects
at the Asian Games or Olym-
pics, saying that such an idea
has never been discussed or
considered at any level.

A ministry source said that
suggestions that this came up
for discussion at the Mission
Olympic Cell (MOC) meeting
earlier this week are “wrong”,
pointing out that baseball is not
even a recognised national fed-

eration at this point.

“This is completely imagi-
nary. Baseball is not even rec-
ognised by the ministry. Why
will SAI (Sports Authority of
India) get into cricket or turn-
ing cricket players into base-
ball players?” a senior ministry

source said.

Baseball has been a part of the
Asian Games since 1994 and
the Olympic Games since 1992.

India has never participated
in the event. The country does
have an Amateur Baseball Fed-
eration of India, which is affiliat-
ed to the sport’s global body, but
itis not recognised by the sports

e

ministry, nor entitled to any fund-
ing from the government.

“This was not discussed at
MOC meeting. We are busy
ensuring that we improve and
build upon sports in which we
are doing reasonably well, there
is no time to get involved in
something like this,” the ministry
source said.

India crash out with
0-3 loss to second-string
Japan in Asia Mixed Team
Championship

With PV Sindhu sidelined due to hamstring injury,

India faced an uphill task against Tomoka Miyazaki

QINGDAO, Feb 14
(Agencies): HS Pran-
noy fought valiantly,
but India succumbed to
a 0-3 defeat against a
second-string Japan in
the quarterfinals of the
Badminton Asia Mixed
Team Championships,
ending their campaign
on a disappointing note
here on Friday.

India, the 2023 bronze
medalists in Dubai,
struggled to find their
rhythm, and trailed 0-1
after going down in the
mixed doubles.

Dhruv Kapila and Tani-
sha Crasto, ranked 37th
in the world, showed
resilience before going
down 13-21, 21-17,
13-21 to world number
12 Hiroki Midorikawa
and Natsu Saito.

With PV Sindhu side-
lined due to a ham-
string injury, India faced
an uphill task against
Tomoka Miyazaki,
who has quickly risen
to world number 8 fol-
lowing her triumph at
the 2022 World Junior
Championships.

World number 31
Malvika Bansod, step-
ping in for Sindhu, put up
a brave fight, especially
in the second game, but
struggled to match the
control and consistency
of her younger opponent
and lost 12-21, 19-21,
leaving India 0-2 behind.

It all came down to
Prannoy to keep India
alive, but despite a
determined effort, the
32-year-old, returning
after a long break and
struggling with early-
season form, couldn’t
sustain the pressure
against world number
16 Kenta Nishimoto.

The Japanese star
sealed the rubber with
a 21-14, 15-21, 21-12
victory in 1 hour and 17
minutes.

India will be disap-
pointed with the loss,
especially as Japan
did not field their full-
strength team, with sev-
eral top players absent.

Japan were the inau-
gural edition champions
in 2017 and were run-
ners-up in 2019.

Miyazaki vs Malvika

Miyazaki, leading the
new-look Japanese
team, was sharp and

precise, quickly surg-
ing to an 11-3 lead after
Malvika hit long.

Despite some good net
play from the left-hand-
ed Indian, Miyazaki's
cross-court drops and
winners kept Malvika
on the back foot.

Malvika narrowed the
gap to 12-19, capitalis-
ing on unforced errors
from Miyazaki.

However, two mistakes
from the Indian allowed
the Japanese to take the
first game.

The second game was
more competitive as
Malvika took a 5-3 lead,
engaging in tight rallies.

She managed a slim
11-10 advantage after
Miyazaki went long.

Malvika stayed sharp,
not allowing her oppo-
nent to play her usual
drops freely, moving to
17-15.

But Miyazaki fought
back, taking the lead at
18-17 after Malvika went
wide.

Miyazaki earned
two game points, and
despite Malvika saving
one, a miscue handed
the game to the Japa-
nese, leaving India 0-2
down in the tie.

Prannoy vs Nishimoto

In the men’s singles,
Prannoy fell behind 4-7
as Nishimoto dominated
with angled returns.

The Indian clawed
back to 8-8 after Nishi-
moto made a few errors,
but two unforced mis-
takes gave the Japa-
nese a three-point cush-
ion at the break.

Prannoy kept up the
pressure, reducing the
gap to 12-13 with a
couple of jump smash-
es.

However, there was
little net play, and Nishi-
moto surged ahead
17-12, winning four
straight points.

Prannoy handed Nishi-

moto six game points
with a net error, and
another mistake sealed
the first game for Japan.

The second game was
intense, with Prannoy
and Nishimoto tied at
6-6.

Two powerful cross-
court smashes from
Prannoy leveled the
score at 7-7, followed
by a huge roar and a
fist pump.

However, a subse-
quent smash led to
a warning from the
umpire, asking Prannoy
not to celebrate in such
a manner.

Prannoy moved to
10-9 after a brilliant net
block, and took a one-
point lead into the break.

A cross-court return
left Prannoy flat on the
floor, and Nishimoto
moved to 14-12.

However, the Indian
erased the deficit to lead
16-15 after winning a
lengthy rally.

He then earned five
game points after Nishi-
moto sent a shot wide,
converting the first to
roar back into the con-
test.

In the decider, Nishi-
moto controlled the
pace to take a 6-0 early
lead.

At 2-8, a shot was
called out by the umpire,
much to Prannoy’s frus-
tration as the Japanese
grabbed a huge 11-3
lead at the interval.

The Indian fought
back, drawing out errors
from Nishimoto to move
to 12-15 but unforced
errors crept up again as
a cross court forehand
went to net and another
net error followed.

Soon he found himself
facing an eight-point
deficit.

Nishimoto sealed the
match after Prannoy
went wide again, secur-
ing the victory for Japan.

Bait

To tap into country’s cricket
resources would require a
degree of coordination with the
BCCI, which is an autonomous
body that generates its own
funds. However for the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics, where
cricket will make its debut in T20
format, the BCCI will be entrust-
ed with team selection.

According to a senior official
of the Board, no serious crick-
eter would consider moving to
baseball given how financially
rewarding even state-level T20
leagues are at this point.

“Why would any aspiring crick-
eter turn to baseball? Is it a com-
mercially viable career option?
And especially when you have
options like the IPL and state
T20 leagues. Even the unofficial
tennis-ball leagues are offer-
ing close to Rs 40-50 lakh per
annum,” a senior BCCI official

told agency.

ICC Champions Trophy:
Winners to receive prize
money of USD 2.24 million

DUBAI, Feb 14 (Agen-
cies): The International
Cricket Council (ICC)
on Friday announced
a 53 per cent hike in
its Champions Trophy
prize money pool with
a winners’ share of
USD 2.24 million for
the upcoming edition
in Pakistan and UAE.

The runners-up
will receive half the
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amount, USD 1.12 mil-
lion (INR 9.72 crore),
while each losing semi-
finalist will take home
USD 560,000 (INR 4.86
crore). The total prize
pool has increased to
USD 6.9 million (Rs 60
crore approx).

“The substantial prize
pot underscores the
ICC’s ongoing commit-
ment to investing in the

sport and maintaining
the global prestige of
our events,” ICC chair-
man Jay Shah said in
a statement ahead of
the tournament starting
February 19.

Each group stage
win would worth over
USD 34,000 (INR 30
lakh) for the victorious
team. Teams finishing
in fifth or sixth place will
receive USD 350,000
each (INR three crore),
while the seventh and
eighth-placed sides
will take home USD
140,000 (INR 1.2
crore).

Additionally, all eight
teams will receive
a guaranteed USD
125,000 each (INR 1.08
crore) for participating
at the event.

Well-settled top six, Bumrah’s absence: Team
India’s SWOT analysis as they aim to play
“selfless” way in CT2025

NEW DELHI, Feb 14
(Agencies): Following
a short nine-match ODI
run after a heartbreak-
ing loss to Australia in
2023 ODI World Cup
final at home, Team
India is heading into
the ICC Champions
Trophy with a lot of
things settled and fall-
ing in place nicely, with
perhaps the only glar-
ing negative of Jasprit
Bumrah being out due to
injury poses a threat to
the Men in Blue’s run in
another ICC tournament
at a venue where they
do not have the nicest
memories.

The biggest match of
the Champions Trophy
between two arch-
rivals, India and Paki-
stan, will be played on
February 23.

India will start its cam-
paign against Bangla-
desh on February 20
and their last league
match will be against
New Zealand on March
2.

India ended their run of
ODls after a 3-0 clean
sweep series win over
England at home, with
plenty of positives to be
proud of and some seri-
ous issues to ponder on
not only for Champions
Trophy, but the long
road ahead for the 2027
ICC Cricket World Cup.

Bilateral series form

India played nine ODls
following the Ahmed-
abad heartbreak. India
managed to win two out
of three series they par-
ticipated in, losing one
to Sri Lanka in a shocker
last year.

However, a new-look
Indian side won in South
Africa under the captain-
cy of KL Rahul in 2023-
end and a full-strength
India completed a 3-0
whitewash against Eng-
land at home, denying
them a chance to put
their ‘Bazball’ brand of
cricket under new head
coach Brendon McCul-
lum on display.

Out of their nine match-
es, India managed to
win five, lost three while
one game ended in a tie.

India’s incredible abil-
ity to chase down totals
has taken a small hit due
to the Sri Lanka series,
losing twice while chas-
ing low totals, tying once
and winning thrice.

India’s series results:

2-1 series win over
South Africa (away
from home), 2-0 loss to
Sri Lanka (away from
home), 3-0 win over
England (at home).

Positives

-A well-settled top-six:
India has a top-six which
has displayed red-hot
form in ODlIs during the
last couple of years,
consisting of skipper
Rohit Sharma, Shub-
man Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas lyer, KL Rahul
and Hardik Pandya. The
role clarity within the
team is top-notch. Rohit
and Shubman maximise
the powerplay as they
have Virat's safety and
reliability to fall back on.
Once the top three give
a fine foundation, the
rest of the batting order
wastes no time in attack-
ing and dismantling their
opposition.

-Presence of qual-
ity all-rounder options:
In Hardik Pandya, the
team has a quality pace
bowling all-rounder with
a wicket-taking pace
of up to 140 kmph and
several clutch batting/
bowling performances to
his name. On the other
hand, Ravindra Jadeja’s
experience, and ability
to unleash a spin-web,
chip in useful runs and
save valuable runs with
his electrifying fielding
makes him a real three-
dimensional player.
Other than this, the
presence of left-handed
all-rounders Axar Patel
and Washington Sundar
is an added bonus
that gives India depth
in every department.
Axar’s improvement in
recent years as a batter
and Sundar’s potential
at such a young age of
25 make them valuable
figures.

-Winning momentum:
Winning momentum
counts, and India’s
clean sweep against
strong side like Eng-
land in their last series
before the tournament
will give them plenty of
confidence.

-Several ODI special-
ists: In Gill, Rohit, Virat,
lyer and Rahul, India
has five top-level batters
who have mastered the
art of ODI batting, irre-
spective of their form in
other formats.

-Return of Moham-
med Shami: Shami has

finally made his return
from an injury. While
he has taken just two
wickets in two ODIs so
far against England, Itis
just about peaking at the
right time. Moreover, just
mere presence of Shami
will have a positive effect
on younger fast-bowling
talent.

-Talent willing to walk
the talk and improve:
Within the captaincy of
Rohit, India has played
a much more attacking
brand of cricket, and
since the World Cup
year back in 2023, India
has largely walked the
talk. If players have had
some weakness, they
have corrected it or have
put active efforts to do
so. During the recent
ODI series against
England, Shreyas was
seen dispatching short-
pitched deliveries, a
weakness of his, into the
skies for sixes. During
his half-century against
England, Virat offered a
glimpse of good things
that could follow, with
some fine backfoot
shots, cuts and sweeps,
amid calls from experts
and fans alike to use
these shots.

Negatives

-Absence of Jasprit
Bumrah: India’s chanc-
es during the matches
of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, India’s previous
big assignment, could
be easily summarised
by pacer Mohammed
Siraj’'s words in broken
English after T20 World
Cup 2024 title win: “l
only believe on Jass
Bhai, game changer
player he is”. After Bum-
rah’s return from injury,
India’s chances at glory
have hinged on Bum-
rah’s spell as much as
it has on the success of
its batters, mainly Rohit
and Virat. The “National
Treasure” as he was
called by Virat following
the T20 WC title win, is
however out of action
due to back stress injury.

-Inexperience and
shortage in main-pace
bowling attack: With
Bumrah out and Siraj
sitting in non-travelling
reserves, India’s main-
pace attack is severely
inexperienced. While
Mohammed Shami has
returned to action, he
has not looked in the
best rhythm so far. Siraj

on the other hand has
displayed immense effi-
ciency with the new-ball
in his career so far in
ODls. Since 2022, Siraj
has been India’s top
wicket-taker in ODls,
with 71 scalps at an
average of 22.97 in 43
matches.

Without these two
stars, India is left with
Shami, a three-ODI-
old pacer, Harshit
Rana and nine-ODI-old
quick Arshdeep Singh.
While Arshdeep has a
five-wicket haul to his
name, and even Harshit
impressed in the recent
series against England,
the inexperience is still
glaring and could back-
fire on India. There is
a lack of pace options
with just three frontline
pacers and all-rounder
Hardik’s valuable overs,
which could go up and
down depending on his
body and potential injury
scares.

-Concerns over forms
of Rohit and Virat: While
Rohit and Virat never
really lost their form in
white-ball cricket, there
are concerns over their
consistency due to
their recent and highly
underwhelming Test
cricket returns. Fans
and experts have placed
their trust in “Ro-Ko” to
repeat their World Cup
2023 heroics and play
their contrasting roles
to perfection, but at
the back of the mind,
a question sometimes
still arises: Are age and
reflexes truly by their
side?

Virat’s glaring prob-
lems against spin and
outside-off stump deliv-
eries are a major issue.
While these have not
affected his ODI game at
any pointin his career, it
is absolutely right to be
concerned. However,
the blistering hundred by
Rohit in the second ODI
against England and
the good-looking fifty by
Virat in the final ODI give
hopes of a strong per-
formance by the Ro-Ko
duo in the ultimate plat-
form.

-Psychological dis-
advantage: Last time
India was in UAE for
an ICC event, it did not
end well for India. It was
the 2021 T20 World
Cup in UAE. After Virat
had announced that his

T20l captaincy would
end after this tourna-
ment, the game offered
him the most devastat-
ing farewell possible
from this role: A double
whammy of 10 wicket
loss to arch-rivals Paki-
stan and group stage
exit after another loss to
New Zealand. This time
around, Pakistan and
NZ are still in India’s
group. Will the history
repeat itself in Dubai?

*India’s top performers
since the end of 2023
WC till now:

-Top run-getters: Shub-
man Gill (316 runs in six
matches at an average
of 52.66, a strike rate
of 92.12, with a century
and two fifties), Rohit
Sharma (279 runs in six
matches at an average
of 46.50, a strike rate of
132.85, with a century
and two fifties), Shreyas
lyer (271 runs in seven
matches at an average
of 38.71, a strike rate
of 117.31, three fifties),
Axar Patel (193 runs
in nine matches at an
average of 27.57, with
a half-century) and KL
Rahul (160 runs in eight
matches at an average
of 22.85, with one fifty).

-Top wicket-getters:
Arshdeep Singh (14
wickets in six matches
at an average of 16.64),
Axar (eight wickets in
nine matches at an aver-
age of 34.25), Washing-
ton Sundar (eight wick-
ets in five matches at
an average of 23.25),
Kuldeep Yadav (seven
wickets in seven match-
es at an average of
34.85) and Avesh Khan
(six wickets in three
matches at an average
of 19.16).

India’s squad for ICC
Champions Trophy,
2025: Rohit Sharma
(Captain), Shubman
Gill (Vice-captain), Virat
Kohli, Shreyas lyer, KL
Rahul (WK), Rishabh
Pant (WK), Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel,
Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit
Rana, Mohd. Shami,
Arshdeep Singh, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Varun Cha-
karavarthy.

Non-travelling substi-
tutes: Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Mohammed Siraj and
Shivam Dube. The
three players will travel
to Dubai as and when
required.
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Students of GDC Neeli Nallah receives Rajya Puraskar hy LG

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Feb
14: Students of GDC
Neeli Nallah Udhampur
received Rajya Puraskar
for J&K Bharat Scouts
& Guides by Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
at Convention Centre,
Jammu.

Satish Sharma, Min-
ister for Youth Services
and Sports; Dr Mandeep
K. Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lieuten-
ant Governor; Ramesh
Kumar, Divisional Com-
missioner Jammu; Wg.
Cdr MM Joshi, National
Commissioner, Bharat
Scouts & Guides;
Rajinder Singh Tara,
Director General, Youth
Services and Sports;
Administrators, Guides
& Captains were also
present.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor presented J&K
Bharat Scouts & Guides
Rajya Puraskar Cer-
tificates to Scouts &
Guides, Rovers and
Rangers and extended
his felicitations to all the
recipients. He said these
certificates are recogni-
tion of their dedication,
selfless service, hard
work, and discipline and
lauded the exem

plary contribution of
everyone associated
with the Bharat Scouts
and Guides movement
towards community ser-
vices and nation build-
ing.

He further said that
“J&K Bharat Scouts and
Guides is on the mission
to ensure that service to
others is a motto of soci-
ety before the self. With
this vision

J&K Bharat Scouts &
Guides are doing com-
mendable work in foster-
ing the spirit of national
integration and working
selflessly for better-
ment of society. | want
J&K Bharat Scouts and
Guides to create a net-
work of youth leaders in
different sectors, con-
nect the youth with the
cultural heritage and tra-
ditions, and build a dedi-

cated team of Scouts and
Guides who lead the fight
against drug abuse.”

Prof. Dr. Seema Arora,
the Principal of the col-
lege also attended the
ceremony.

Ramneek Sharma,
Sheetal Sharma and
Vaishali Devi of Semes-
ter 6th received the
Rajya Puraskar award.

The Principal con-
gratulated the students
and said that “Youth is
the only power that we
have today to develop a
progressive society and
a prosperous nation.
Through youth we can
ignite the flame of trans-
formation.”

She also appreci-
ated the efforts of Prof.
Shaista Yasmeen, Con-
venor Bharat Scouts and
Guides for her selfless
services and dedication.

Nation will forever remain indebted to
s: Kavinder

Pulwama Martyr

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
Senior BJP leader and
former Deputy Chief
Minister Kavinder Gupta
on Friday paid heartfelt
tributes to the CRPF
personnel who lost their
lives in the cowardly
terror attack in Pulwa-
ma on this day in 2019.
Remembering their
unparalleled valor, he
said that the nation will
forever remain indebted
to their supreme sacri-
fice in safeguarding the
sovereignty and integrity
of India.

Speaking at the
solemn event at Party
Headquarters here

today, Kavinder Gupta
emphasized that the
sacrifices made by
the brave soldiers will
never be forgotten, and
their courage continues
to inspire generations.
“The martyrdom of our
jawans in Pulwama
strengthens our resolve
to fight terrorism in all its
forms. Under the strong
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
the country has given
a befitting response to
those who dare to chal-
lenge our unity and
peace,” he stated.
Kavinder Gupta also
highlighted the commit-
ment of the BJP govern-
ment towards national
security, asserting that

decisive actions have
been taken to dismantle
terror networks and pro-
tect the lives of citizens.
He reiterated that the
entire nation stands in
solidarity with the fami-
lies of the martyrs, who
displayed extraordinary
resilience in the face of
adversity.

Several BJP leaders
and prominent person-
alities joined in paying
tribute to the bravehe-
arts, including Sanjay
Baru, Vinay Gupta, Par-
duman Singh, Veenu
Khanna, Anu Gupta,
Sunil Prajapati, Lucky
Puri, Ashok Naidu, Dr.
Pardeep Mahotra, and
Kulbhushan Mahotra.

The gathering

Shiv Sena demands complete ban
on liquor sale in J&K

Pays tribute to 40 CRPF jawans mar red in Pulwama attack

PDP, and other party
MLAs regarding a liquor
ban proposal but ques-
tioned their intent, stat-
ing that private bills have

observed a moment of
silence, offering prayers
for the departed souls
and reaffirming their
commitment to uphold-
ing the values of patrio-
tism and national integ-
rity.

Kavinder Gupta urged
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir to always

remember the sacri-
fices of security forces
and support the govern-
ment’s mission to elimi-
nate terrorism from the
region. “Our soldiers
are the backbone of our
nation’s security, and it
is our duty to honor their
bravery by working for a
strong and united India,”

Two days national seminar on “Roadmap
for Revamping Higher Education through
NEP-2020” organized

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14: Two
days national seminar on
“Roadmap for Revamping
Higher Education through
NEP-2020" organized by
School of Teacher Educa-
tion, School of Social Sci-
ences, Cluster University
of Jammu (CLUJ) in col-
laboration with Govern-
ment College of Education
(GCOE), Jammu on Friday.
The seminar was inaugu-
rated by Prof. K.S. Chan-
drasekar, Vice- Chancellor,
CLUJ, who was also the
chief patron for the event
and Ankur Mahajan, Reg-
istrar, CLUJ.

The Chief Guest of the
occasion was Prof. N.
Panchnadam, Vice Chan-
cellor, GRI, Gandhigram
Rural Institute, Deemed to
be University and Former
Vice- Chancellor, Teacher
Education University, Tamil
Nadu.

Deans of Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu, Dr. Naveen
Anand, Dr. Satinder Kour,

Dr. Ranvijay Singh, Dr.
Monika Sharma, Dr Mohd.
Zubair, Dr Vishal Sharma
and Dr. Jyoti Parihar were
also present in the inaugu-
ral ceremony.

The occasion was further
graced with the presence
of principals of colleges of
Jammu Division Prof. Anjali
Mahajan, Prof. Manisha
Kohli, Prof. Meeru Abrol,
Prof. Anuradha Pandoh,
Prof. Alka Sharma, Prof.
Sangeeta Sudan, Prof.
Seema Arora, Prof. Ashok
Kumar, Prof. Rajni Bhagat,
Prof. Archana Koul, Prof.
Nirlape Kour, Prof. Ashu
Varishit, Prof. Jai Paul
Singh, Dr. Mohd. Azam, Dr.
Jasbir Singh, Dr. Prit Paul
Kour, Dr Shalini Sharma,
Dr. Seema Arora, Dr.
Meeru Abrol, Dr. Satinder
Singh, Dr. Romesh Chan-
der and Dr. P.K. Sharma.

While addressing the dig-
nitaries and participants,
Prof. K.S. Chandrasekar,
Vice- Chancellor discussed
one of the most transforma-
tive educational reforms in
the History of India: Nation

al Education Policy-2020
(NEP-2020).

He added that NEP-2020
is a vision for a new India-
an India that focuses on
holistic, flexible and multi-
disciplinary education.

The Chief Guest of the
occasion, Prof. N. Panch-
nadam also explained brief-
ly about the NEP-2020,
and various reforms that
are being undertaken to
implement this policy suc-
cessfully.

He also stressed on the
significance of practical/
experience-based learning
and multidisciplinary for
fostering innovation and
long-term impact on the
students. Lastly, a formal
vote of thanks was extend-
ed by Dr. Vishal Sharma,
Dean, SOSS.

The proceedings of the
event were conducted effi-
ciently by Dr. Shalini Rana,
College of Education. Post
inaugural, the participants
presented their research
papers in two parallel ses-
sions (online and offline)
covering NEP theme.

NC leader Ajeet Bhagat demands investigation
into CVPP violations

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Feb 14:
Senior National Confer-
ence leader and spokes-
person of Chenab Valley
Zone, Ajeet Bhagat, has
called for an investiga-
tion into the alleged viola-

tions in the Chenab Valley
Power Projects (CVPP). He
alleged large-scale irregu-
larities, including the use
of substandard materials
in hydroelectric projects
and instances of backdoor
appointments.

Bhagat highlighted the

rising unemployment in the
districts of Kishtwar, Doda,
and Ramban. He recalled
that before 2014, numer-
ous youth were employed
in the Dul-Hasti and Bagli-
har Hydroelectric Power
Projects. However, despite
the execution of major

projects like Pakal-Dool,
Kiru, Kawar, and Ratle by
reputed companies, fewer
job opportunities have been
provided to local youth.

He accused the CVPP
management of prioritizing
profit over employment by

engaging minimal manpow-
er and alleged that CVPP
officials receive hefty com-
missions to overlook these
misdeeds. Bhagat urged
authorities to intervene and
ensure fair employment
practices in these power
projects.
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historically been ineffec-
tive and lack party-level
endorsement.

Sahni also urged BJP
MLAs and leaders to
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demonstration demand-
ing the implementation
of complete prohibition
of liquor sale in Jammu
and Kashmir in the
assembly session start-
ing on March 3.

Led by party state chief
Manish Sahni, demon-
strators held placards
with messages such
as “Liquor sale should
be banned on the Holy
land of J&K” and “City
of temples turned into a
city of alcohol.”

Sahni emphasized that
the religious sanctity of
J&K is being hurt by
the increasing number
of liquor shops, particu-
larly near religious sites,
schools, and colleges.

rnath Dham, and Haz-
ratbal Dargah, should
uphold its spiritual sig-
nificance.

He further warned that
liquor shops serve as a
gateway to drug addic-
tion, citing a 100-fold
increase in individuals
seeking de-addiction
treatment over the past
five years.

Sahni called upon
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah to introduce
and pass a bill on liquor
prohibition in the upcom-
ing assembly session,
urging Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha to
give his consent.

Sahni also welcomed
the claims of some NC,

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena
UBT Jammu and Kash-
mir unit paid an emo-
tional tribute to the 40
CRPF jawans martyred
in the Pulwama attack
on February 14, 2019.

Sahni remarked that
the painful memory
remains fresh in the
hearts of all Indians
and serves as a solemn
reminder of the sacrific-
es made by the nation’s
brave soldiers.

Prominent leaders
present included Gen-
eral Secretary Vikas
Bakshi, Meenakshi
Chhibber, Raj Singh,
Ashu, Ashok Kumar,
Saloni Sharma, Kajal,
Yashpal, and Vishal.

Shradhanjali Sabha held to pay
tributes to Leel Kumar Bassa

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 14:
R.L.Kaith, Ex Subedar
Karam Chand Bassa, Ex
Subedar Baldev Chand
Sandhu, Ex Subedar
Karam Chand Bassa,
Ex Sub Inspector Dar-
shan Kumar Bassa, Ex
Havildar Des Raj Kaith,
Rashpal Bassa, Des Raj
Mandi, Sat Pal Sargotra,
Ram Dass Nandan,
Jeet Raj Motan, Naresh

Kumar Kaith, Jagdish
Raj Kaith and many
others paid tributes to
Leel Kumar Bassa in a
Shradhanjali Sabha held
at Channi Nanak here
on Friday.

R.L.Kaith said, Leel
Kumar Bassa was a
man who consistently
demonstrated kind-
ness and consideration
towards others, treated
everyone with polite-
ness regardless of their

social standing, always
upheld his word and
ethical principles, and
gracefully navigated sit-
uations with a calm and
composed demeanor,
prioritised the well-being
of those around him
above his own personal
gain.

Leel Kumar Bassa’s
absence has left a sig-
nificant void, and we will
all miss him dearly, his
elder brother Tilak Raj
Bassa said.
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