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cies): A flag of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
the party led by former
Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan, was found
entangled with a cluster
of balloons on a walnut
tree in Gurekhra village
of Gandoh, in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Doda
district, on Saturday
evening, officials said.

Images and videos
from the scene show
the PTI flag suspended
among the tree branch-
es, caught with colorful
balloons, as per visuals
available. The incident
has raised concerns,
prompting local authori-
ties to initiate an investi-
gation into its origin and
significance.

Apolice official, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, confirmed that
security agencies are
verifying all aspects
of the case. “We are
assessing whether this
was an intentional act,
cross-border mischief,
or merely an airborne
object carried by the
wind,” the official said.

Instances of Pakistani
political symbols appear-
ing in Jammu and Kash-
mir have been reported
in the past, often leading
to security alerts. Author-
ities remain vigilant to
prevent any potential
unrest or misinterpreta-
tion of the event.

Further details will be
shared following the
investigation, officials
added.

Fire breaks
out in

hotel in
Sonamarg,
fire tenders
on job

GANDERBAL, Feb
9 (Agencies): A fire
broke out in a hotel in
Sonamarg market in
central Kashmir's Gan-
derbal district on Sat-
urday evening, officials
said.

An official said that fire
broke out in hotel Soun-
sar in the Sonamarg
market this evening.

He said that soon after
the incident, fire trucks
rushed to the spot to
douse off the flames.

More details ar e await-
ed.

Three cops
injured as
Mehbooba
Mufti’s
escort
vehicle skids
off road in
Baramulla

SRINAGAR, Feb
9 (Agencies): Three
Jammu and Kashmir
Police personnel sus-
tained minor injuries
after an escort

=Turn to page 9

defeat in the assembly
polls.

Atishi, who retained her
Kalkaji seat, handed
over her resignation to
Saxena at Raj Niwas,
officials said.

The LG’s office said that
Saxena has asked the

outgoing CM to continue
on the post till formation

Shri VK Saxena today
received the resigna-
tion of Hon’ble CM, Ms
Atishi. He asked her to
continue in her position
till the formation of the

mTurn to page 9

Div Com Kashmir visits Sonamarg, assures
full support to fire victims

GANDERBAL, Feb 9
(Agencies): Divisional
Commissioner Kash-
mir, Vijay Kumar Bid-
huri, on Sunday vis-
ited Sonamarg to take
stock of the situation
emerged after devastat-
ing fire incident which
left dozens of shops and
other commercial estab-
lishments gutted.

Tarun Chugh slams AAP
after Delhi bypoll defeat,
calls It ‘people’s punishment

JAMMU, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): BJP General Sec-
retary Tarun Chugh has
taken a sharp dig at the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
following its defeat in the
Delhi bypolls, calling it
a punishment by the
People of Delhi to those
who looted Delhi in the
form of ‘AAP-da’.

Chugh said that the
people of Delhi have
decisively rejected
those who “looted” the
city, referring to AAP as

“AAP-da.”

He said that the Con-
gress had already faced
a humiliating defeat in
Delhi, failing to secure
even a single seat.

Chugh asserted that
voters are continuously
responding to those
who “defame the coun-
try” and that Delhi’'s
electoral results mark
the end of Arvind Kejri-
wal’s “politics of lies and
hypocrisy.”

The BJP leader also
claimed that people in
Punjab are eager to oust
AAP from power, signal-
ing broader discontent
with the party beyond

mTurnto page 9

He expressed solidar-
ity with the affected fire
victims and assures full
support in their reha-
bilitation. He also urged
people to install fire
extinguishers and insure
their properties to pre-
vent losses caused by

scriber Identity Module
(SIM) cards by terror-
ists and criminal ele-
ments and carried out
extensive inspections
in Jammu and Kashmir,
officials said.

Police on Sunday said
extensive inspections
have been carried out
across multiple districts,
including Srinagar,
Ganderbal, Anantnag,
Budgam, Pulwama,
Shopian, Bandipora,
Samba, and Kishtwar,
to ensure strict compli-
ance with Know Your
Customer (KYC) norms
by SIM card vendors.

Over the past year,
more than 30 individu-
als have been arrested
for procuring SIM cards

SIM cards, maintaining
the security and integ-
rity of communication
networks.

Over the past year,
more than 30 individu-
als have been arrested
for procuring SIM cards
in their names and pass-
ing them on to terrorists
for unlawful activities,
police said.

The State Investiga-
tion Agency and district
police units continue to
take firm action against
such violations.

J&K Police remain
committed to public
safety and will continue
enforcement measures
to prevent the exploita-
tion of communication

JAMMU, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): A wanted criminal
was arrested here on
Sunday after a two-year
hunt, police said.

Surjan Sansi, a resi-
dent of Rehal village of
Bishnah, is a history-
sheeter and his arrest
is a major success for
police in its drive against
gangsters, a police
spokesperson said.

He said Sansi was
evading arrest for the
past two years and was
wanted in connection
with the killing of a man
identified as Akshay
Kumar in Ramgarh area
of Samba district in
December 2023.

A police party from

PDP’s Iltija Mufti Meets family of
youth who died by suicide after
alleged torture in Kathua

JAMMU, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): PDP leader lltija
Mufti on Sunday met
the family of a youth
who recently commit-
ted suicide after alleged
torture by police over
his suspected links with
terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua dis-
trict, party leaders said.
Jammu travel guide

This comes a day
after lltija claimed that
she and her mother
Mehbooba Mufti had
been placed under
house arrest.

Makhan Din (25), a
Guijjar youth from Bil-
lawar area of Kathua,
ended his life by con-
suming insecticide at
his home on Tuesday

evening and record-
ed the act on a video
claiming innocence. He
denied any connection
with terrorists, prompt-
ing separate probes by
the police and the local
administration.

PDP president and
former chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti

mTurn to page 9

Liquor, Non-Veg Food prohibited
around Vaishno Devi Shrine for
two more months

JAMMU, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): Authorities have
extended by two more
months the ban on the
sale, possession and
consumption of liquor
and non-vegetarian food
in Katra, the base camp
for pilgrims visiting Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine in
Jammu and Kashmir’s

Reasi district, officials
said on Sunday.

The prohibition will be
enforced on the 12-km
track from Katra to the
holy cave on the Trikuta
hill and adjoining areas,
they said and added that
the order would remain
in force for two months
from the date of its issu-

ance, unless revoked

earlier.
Katra sub-divisional
magistrate Piyush

Dhotra has prohibited
the sale, possession and
consumption of liquor
and non-vegetarian
food, under Section 163
of the Bhaaa'lsm?l {\(l'a"%%rékg
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Surday, February 09, 2025

10TH DAY/KRIYA/RASAM PAGRIJUTHALA

With profound gnet & somow, we regret to infomn you
that our bedoved mother Smt Karan Devl Wio Th -
Karam Singh Manhas orginaly Rfo Village Tope
Manhasa n presanfly R'a H.Mo. 156 Rampura lefl for
heavenly abode on 30t January 2025

10th Day will be performed on Bth Feb. 2025 stf
Durga Bhawan at 11 Al

Kriya will be pariormed an 11th Feb. 2025 al hame
at 11 AM

Rasam PagriiUthala on 12th Feb 2025 al 2 PM
anward llowad by Prfibhej at Durga Bhawan,
GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughters-in-law & Sona

Mrrs Meaklm & Kanwal Singh Manhae - 9419125441
Mrs Fosira & Marinder Singh Manhas

Grand Children: &nahu, Ashizh, Abhiahak, Tepsswani.

Smit Karan Davi
(1944 - 2025)

UTHALA/RASAM PAGRI

With profound gnef and sorrow, we regret
to inform you of the sead demise of our
baloved father Shri Bal Krishan Taggar
(Retired ZEO) R/oc Samba on 30th
January 2025

Uthala'Rasam Pagri will ba performad on
10th February 2025 (Monday) at Dina
MNath Memorial Hall, New Bus Stand,
Samba betwesn 01:00 PM to 02:00 PM.
Grief Stricken Shri Bal Krishan Taggar
Kovid Taggar and Sonali Mahajan - Son and Daughter in law
Kinnary Taggar and 3 anjeev Sharma - Daughter and Son in law
Advik Taggar, Aarvika Taggar and Daivik Sharma - Grandchildren
Taggar Family, Samba

# 5419699972 / 981053767 1

10TH DAY/KRIYA UTHALA

“ALWAY S OF OUR'S

With peoburd gref amnd sorow, we nform thal o
betoved (Fother) Sh. Parth Singh Chamk S'c Lt Sh
Puriab Simgh Charak HLBMo 86 (Private], S=c 2 Chharni
HimmaL, lamimu el fior heavenly abode on 30- 1-2025.
10TH DAY wil be perfanmed on #th of Feb (Friday) 2025
at our residence at 11 AM

KIRYA will be performed an LOLh of Feb (Monday) 2025 :

al our esidence at 12 AR .
LUTHALA veill ko be performed on 10th of Reb [Monday) M
HIZT akt our eeidence at 3 P -
GRIEF STRICKEN -

Smit. Bimla Devi = Wite
Brothars and Ehabis
Lt Sub Sh Chimitar Simgh Clemk and LE Smt, Shalamtla Devi

Zh. Hehar Singh Charak and Meaam Chasak

San's=in-law amd Daug hbens=in-law

Keshaw Singh Chambk and Laxmi Choamk

Labl Sing b Charmk ard Bajni Chamk

SoRte-in- B B Daug hber

DCafit Sirgh Chi and Sishma Chil

Harmam Singh and Mecnl Tha kur

Mo hbile MNos - 9EERS105TS, SDDEI10ETS, 9419123089, 9410770 F 224

Sh. Parth Singh Charak

10TH DAY /KRIYA/UTHALA

For our belbved mother, Parkasho Dewl, wik of the
Late Sh. Govind Ram Sharma, will be held on Feb B,
2025, Saturday at 12:00 hrs af residence.

Kriva: Feb 9, 2025, Sunday at 1200 hrs. at residence
Uthala: Feb 10, 2025 Monday from 300 prm bo 4100
prn at Gesta Bhawan, Vingyak Nagar, Upper Muthl,
Deepagt Regards From;

Sens & Daughters.in.law

Sh Ram Lal Shama & Smi Aniln Shama

Sh Ami Chand Shama & Sl Sandi Shama .
Sh K O Sherma & Smil Sangeela Shama .
Sh Prithvi Shama & Smt Veena Sharma Parkasho Devi
Smi Fam Payan & Sh Kaka Ram Sharma |Dawghter and San-in-iaw)

Smit Swara Wio Litg Sh Bhansl Bhis han Shama [Daughter and Son -n-law)
SmiVaghno & Sh Trivhuvan Sharma (Daughter and Son-indaw)

Contact- 9419100358, 8560277750, 9419362296, 9622088 361

RIO Village Mathwar

OBITUARY/10th DAY KRIYAF ™

With profound grief and Sormosw, we inform the sadf @
demisa of ouwr beloved fathar Shri Chaman Lal
II{I'B-.':IHm, onginally from Shabyar Habbakadal,
Sinagar and presently residing at E-606 Selar
Jesvan, Sechor 1 Geeaber MNoida West Noida, lkeft for
his heavenly abode on 3d February 2025.

The 10TH DAY KRIYA wil be held at Chhota
Haridwar! Gangah Nahar Ghat, Mumadregar on 12th
Februa ry 2025 at 8.30am.

g

[neka Munzhl and & N Musshi [ Deughter and Son in Law)
Elrn ¥ boo and Sunll Kaboo | Daughter and Son In Law)
vesangiey and Jubbi- Naph Shri Chaman Lal Khachroo
Rapeand ...  Woma Kaboo snd ..., Ane) (Grand Childen amd § b spouses)

Saaney -{Gmat Grand Child )

EHACHRD O, BAMEIAL'S, LAJPAT NAGAR WALE, MLUNSHLE,

HARDOS, KOUWLS AMD MALULS, MATTOOS

KRIYA AND UTHALA =

With profound grief, we announce the sad
demise of Smt. Savita Sharma, Wo Late Dr.
Shiv Humar Sharma, Rio G0, Roulki Bakshi
Magar. Jammuon 31.01.2025.

Kriya will ba pedormed on Monday, 10h
February, 2025 al 12 noon at their Residencea,
H.M. 80, Bakshi Magar, Jarmmu.

Uthala and Rasam Pagri wil be performed on
Monday, 101k Februarny, 2025 fromd p.m. o &
pm. 8 Gesta Mandie Smriti Bhawan, Bakshi
MNagar, Jamimu

Grief Stricken:

Sons and Duaieg e re-lin-Law

Civruw Sharma and Prayanka Sharma

Karan Sharma and Swall Shanma

Bhanu Sharmma and Meha Sharma

Grand Children: Dihwans, Devansh, Priyanshu

Contact: 94193-60445, 38166-61022

“Farever in our hearts. May her soul rest in peace.”

Smt Savita Sharma

10TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform abowt the sad demise of our
beloved Sh. Rajinder Gupta S5/o Lale
Fh. Shiv Ram Gupta R/o Shakti Nagar,
Kalibari, Kathua on 03.02.2025.

10TH DAY will be performed on

12.02. 2025 (Wednesday) at 11am at
Tangari Palace, Kaithua

GRIEF STRICKEMN

ASmt. Suman Gupta (Wile)

Sons & Daughter In Law

Gauwrav & Bhani Gupta

Ritash & Priva Gupta

EBrothers And Sister In Law

Sh. Chaman Lal Gupta & Late Smit Kalash Gupla
Sh. Manohar Lal Guplta & Late Smit Mirmal Gupta
Late Sh. Subash Gupta & Smt 3 ureshia Gupta
Sister & Brother In Law

Smt. Kallash Gupta & Lata Sh. Harmans Lal Gupta
M: 989TE271T1, 9622942100

SH. RAJINDER GUPTA
14.05,1951-03.02.2025
([CHANN ARRORIAN
WALEY)

TENTH DAY/KIRYA/UTHALA
|With profourd grief, we regret i infonm you
that our beloved Smt Kusum Khajurla, Wo
|Dr¥agh Pal Sharma, Fio 132 Raghumath
Pura, Jammu Tawi, has pined the lolus fest o
| Almig hty, on January 30, 2025
| Tenth Day rituwals will be perfommed on 08-02-
12025 (Saturday) 11:00 AM orwards at
Toolhyan, Ranl Park, Jarmmu. Rasam Kriya
Ywill be p:r'l'u:l-rm::l at cur residence 132
Raghurath Pwra, Jammu on 08-2-2025
{[(Sunday). Lthala wil be perdormed on 02
{2025 (Monday) at 200 PM to 400 PM at
| Birahman Sa bla, Parde Jommu,
| Grief Stricken
1 Sh Arvind Sharma & Smi Angna Sharma [(Son & Daughter-in-Law)
| (Brother & Sister-in-Law)

1 5h Rajndar Khajuria (Fid Pri. Tech Officer UM Jarmmu) & Smi Mad hu Kha jura

| Col Ajay Khajuria & Smi La jpo Khajuria (Brother & Sister-in-Law)

|Sanjpy Khajura- Reporer Times of India {Brother)

(3mE Viay Bal Wi late Sh Bhim Sen Bali (Sigter & Brother In Law)

| Smt Khashyma and Sh Bhuplnder Sing h (Sister & Brother In Law)

Diksha Khajurla. &mnnuma Khajuria, Raghunardan Khajurla, Adigamnadan Singh,
| Sidha if Khajuria (Nephews and Nieces)

|Vishwas Bali and Isha Ball (Hephew and Daughber in law)

(9410194 549; Q08B0 40292; 9419211301 B493805403

Smt Kusum Khajuria

OBITUARY

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
that Smt Kanta Kaw Wlo Sh. B.L. Kaw
orginally Rio Madanyar Srinagar at pres-
ent Bhawani Magar Jammu left us for her
heavenly abode on 2-2-2025 at Bomban.
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at
Akhnoaor Ghat on 1022025,

PRAYE RS/ASSEMBLY will be held at our
residence 35 B Lane Mo-6, Bhawanl
Nagar Jammu at 11:30 AM,

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Mr Bansl Lal Kaw -Husband

MrC.L. Kaw & Mrs. Rajni Kaw = Brother-in-law & Sster-in-law

Mr Shivake Kaw & WMrs, Pryvanka Kaw -Son & Daughter-in-law

Mrs Sumit Kaw & Mrs Ashwinl Nalk Kaw - Son & Daughter-in-law

Mr Ra] Kumar & M= Kailash Devi -Brother & Bhabhi

Ms Santosh Kumar & Ms Bholl Deav -Sister

BHAT'S, RAZDAN'S, RAINA'S, KUNDU'S, ZUTSHI'S

CONTACT NO: 9540841832, 8491971002, 84192366564, 8828158942

SMT KANTA KAW

10th Day/Kriya/Uthala |

Wiith profound grief and sorrow wa inform
ths sad demisa of our beloved fathar Sh.
Om Parkash Manhas Sfo Late Sho Bal
Krizhan Manhas Rio Bahu Fort Jammu on
20-01-202 5.

Tenth Day wil be pedommed on 07-02-
2025 (Fricay) at our resicenca at 11.00 am.
Karam Kriya will be peformed on 05-02-
2025 (Saturday) at our residence.
PagrifUthala will be perfarmead on 10-02-
2025 (Monday) at our rasidencea at 04.00S
el

Grief Stricken

Smt. Rama Manhas- Wife

Sh, Vikram Manhas- Son

Smt. Midhi Manhas- Daughte r-in-Law
Sh. Hahini Manhas- Son

Smit. Priva Manhas- Daughte r-in-Law
Sh. Ashok Manhas- Brother

Sh. Kishore Manhas- Brother

Smit. Juhi Manhas & Sh. Ajay- Daughter & Son-n-Law
Mob.: 7006272451, 419108226

Sh. Om Parkash
Manhas

10TH DAY/KRIYA

‘With prefourd grief and sorow we regret o Inform
aboul the =ad demise of our babved Sh Kushal
Magotra S'o Lele Sh Thakur Dees, Rio Magoim!
Houss, Cpp. Tawi Apariments, Sidhm, Jamma,

The 10th Day will be perdormed at our residenc:
Wagolm House, OppTawl Aparimenis, Sidha on|
08-02-2025 (.3|.nua]r:| from 12 noon onward = %
Hirdya wil be hald at our residence Magolra House,
Opp.Tawi Apartments, Sdhra on 10-02-2025
[Monday)at 12 noon.

GRIEF-STRICKEN:

Rarma Devi (Mother)

Niclhi Magotra (Wife)

Ananya & Shiv Magotra [Daughter-in-law & Son)

Uzha & Ram Krishan Sharma (Sister & Brother-in-law)
Bunanda & Jugal Kishore Sharma-Ex Minister (Bhabhl & Brother)
Rarmni & Late Mohinder Sharma (Bhabhl & Brother)
Sarla & Deepak Raing (Skter & Brothe rimlaw)

Anju & Kutdeep Magolra (Bhabhi & Brother)

Mob: 9622556069

10TH DAY KRIYA

'With peofound griefand scrmw, we mgei to infoam uatime -

b ord sod demise of cur tebved mother Karmayogini

Bmt. Gopi Shori Raina Wo LE £h Soom Math Ralhaong

rafly meoort of Vilbge Gued Gushi, Ditt. Kupsam

[ himer |; Poesendy at M. ko 82, Lome no 8, Laxmi Hagar,
Waahi, Jam i, JEK UT; eft bf herheavenly abode an 2rd

of Februany 2023 il
TENTH DAY KRIYA wil bo merdormed at Akhnoor Ghot on (s
MA2025 (720 AM) and the Assembly wil be hald ot §§

Whehi Ghat near Dimctor School Bducaton office amound |58

100 A

GREF STRICKEN

Sh. Jager Kah Bnai (Bvethed

&t Phocia Ji and (i H W Bhat (Bhabhd and B iher

Em 1 Deeha i Eriat (Bhabhi]

S Webrd J and S Taj Krishen Raina (Daugihber is law snd San)

Smilkha J amd Mok Lo Panedla (Caugiter and San in lawf

5 Dasha J end Mancher Lal Raina (Caeg e i law and Sor)

S Sharka J and Olecp Faing Davghter In bwand Sen)

Znl Smaina and S Smny Rana (Grand Daughoer in law & Grandson)

Sl Fajsl Bhin and Sn Aol Bren [Gand daughbs & Grand Son in L)

Sm Shakni Guph and Sh Gawae Gupts (Garddaghtor & Greand Son in Law)
G Focis Fand @ & Bh. Ami Pandi® (Grand Daughter in rw & Grandsor
Snesha Bhalpnc Sh. Sumit Bhat lGranddaugieer & Grand Son in Lawy

Zn il Shatfal Chalived md 5 Swbhan Chakread (Grnddaughierd Gand Son in Law)
[r Narsha Tandan énd Or, ®may Tandan (Ganddawghtar & Grand 5 n in L
Great Gand Childmn - Sym, fama. Myra, Sivie Gaurd, Diviana, Kadh, Davishi, Vhaan, Dash
CONTACT NO- TODGEZSITS ; 3413196023 ; 3418131505, 9807565304

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

WWith prodound Qriof Snd Somow, wis Fog et you i info m
that our mother Karamyogl Smit, Prab howat| Bhist
[Tulsi] Wa LL Sh Neal Kanih Bhat of Sagam,
Koknrrag prasontly rosiding at Purkhu Camp, J8men
s jolned 1he DWE Sal of Almghty on 06 Fab 25
Tanth Day Kriya Karam wil ba parformed on 15 Feb
26 [Saf) al Akhnoor Ghal, Jammu at 0800hrs
Assombly will be hed ai Communiy Hall Purkhu
Camp by 1030hme.

GRIEFLY STRICKEN:-

Son and Davghlersn:kay

ShAshok Kumar Bhat and Sed Marcy B hat
Daughiers and S on-in-law

Smil Bima jand 2h R.L Pandita,

=mi Zaniceha jand Sh SN Pardita

Smi Bita j and Sh MK Raire KARAMYOGI
S Jyoli j and Sh. Ram ji Raina SMT. PRABHAWATI BHAT
Grandson and Grand Daughior in-law TuLsI

Mr. Sunmy Sagar Bhat and Mrs Sharu Kow Bhat

Grand Daughiers and Grand Son-indaws

Mre, Arctum Bral and Mr Rockey Koul

ks Manju Bhat and Mr. Rohil Kool

Maternal Grand Children

Babi ji Anu j. Staiiuj, Mn,hu Ji Wity jL Anku i Arshu i Gugi j and Lily ji
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:

Samiya, Mahi, Aaray, Vivan, Ru!hde Shivan, Shival ard Pad

Contact Mos . 3596800621, 6005207976

TENTH DAY & KRIYA

HWith profound grief and somow, we regret to
Jinform the sad and untimely demise of our
|| beloved mother Smt. Rani Jamwal Wio Late
|| Sh. Balbir Singh Jamwal Rio Sactor-E, H.No)
49 Sainik Colomy Jammu whao left for heaven-|

| (Sunday) 3t 11:00 A M at Ram Mandir, Sainik|
JColony, Jammu.

JKRIYAM3TH DAY will be performed onfassr
J12.00.2005 (Wednesday) at our residencef 8i "
| H.NO.49 Seclor-E, Sainlk Colony, Jammu.
| GRIEF STRACKEN

| Randeep Singh Janwal and Komal
A Mandeep Singh Jamwal and Sawinder

AMenika Salathia and Virinder Singh Saiathia
N Anamka Jamwal and Manjit Singh Jamwal
N Grand Children: Advitya, Advay, Rasik, Ayam, Pranay, Kamanaya, Rhitvk

TENTH DAY | KIRYA / RASAM PAGR!

With profound grief & sormow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sh, Rajeev
Sharma S/o Lt. Sh. Sushil Kumar Sharma| ®
who left for the heavenly abede on
31-01-2025. Y :
TENTH DAY will be held on 08-02-2025 at -
10,00 am at Community Hall - B1, DLF -
New Town Heights, Sector-86, Gurugram.
KRIYA & RASAM PAGRI will be per
formed at Jarmu Yatr| Bhawan, Harldwar
on 10-02-2025 at 11.00 am onwards.
GREATLY LOVED, DEEPLY MISSED BY:-
Smt Rama Sharma- (Mother)

Smi Brahmnizshtha Sharma- (Wife)

Sh Shivang Sharma & Sh Satvk Sharma 4Sons)

Smt Hashmi Sharma & Sh Raman Sharma -{Sister & Brotherdn-law)
Sh Umesh Sharma & Smt Rachna Sharma -(Brother & Sister-in-law)
Sh Sanjeev Sharma & Smi Shelja Sharma -{Brother & Sister-4n-daw)
(Niece & Nephew): Shashank, Sara, Saransh, Schiela, Sauhaard
ALL RELATIVES & FRIENDS

CONTACT: +81 9711417342 | +91 9953604506

10TH DAY

With predound gref and sorow, we imanm the sad damiss of our
beinved Stk Santosh Gupla Wi Lak Sh. Satgal Gupta R
R.5. Pum Jammil, wha expred on (H12-2025
Tenth Day wil be parorred on 10022008 (Monday) af Devi
Drwata Marcle RS, Pusa Fiom 1000AM 1 HODA M.
GREF STRICKEN

Sons & Daughter in laws

Marinder Gupls B Savila Gupla

Virincker Guats & At Gupta

Daughter & San in low

Renu Gupta & Ravl Gupta (Retd AGM 580

Sister in law & Brother in Bw

Sishma Mahapn & Sutesh Mishapn

Pmween Gupla & Yeonu Guph - Nephew & Daugher in law
Al Gupta & Seema Gupta - Hephew & Da ughterin Bw

Lt Sucthir Gupts & Reva Gupls - Nephew & Deughter in law
Grand Children

Amchism, Arnkita, Dbnay, Riva, An ke Alrt, Manik, Akesh Aakac Pearl Pun
Mi'5 Wirinder Cloth House

MiS inchitya Clath Houss

MiS Satpal Merinder Kumar

MiS Anil Cloth Howse

Mi'5 Premier Ceme it Corpoe bon
Mabile:- 379 6426004, 3 TOO46A &), 543 HIESE1S

SH. RAJEEV SHARMA

T
Smt. Santosh Guma

ly abode on 31,01 2025,
10TH DAY will be performed on 08.02 2025

Son & Daughter-in-Law

Daughter and Son-in-Law

and Anaaya

| CONTACT NO. 9654681076

10TH DAY/KRIYA

‘With profourd grief and sormow we regret fo inform
about the =ad demise of ow belbved Sh Kushal
Magotra S'c Lete 5h Thakur Deea Rioe Magoims
Houss, Opp. Tawi Apariments, Sidhea, Jammu.

The 10&h Day will be perdormed at our resdence
Magoira Housa, Opp Tawl Apatmems, Sidhma on
09-02-F025 |:$LI'II:|EIYII from 12 noon onward =

Hrya wil ba held al our residence Magolra House,
Opp.Tawi Apartmenis, Sdhra on 0-02-2025
[Mondayhat 12 moon.

GRIEF-STRICHEMN:

Rarma Devi | Mather)

Hidh Magotra [ Wife)

Ananya & Shiv Magolra [Dawghie r-dn-law & Saon)
Lsha & Ram Krishan Sharma {Sister & Brother-in-law)

Bunanda & Jugal Kishore Sharma-Ex Minister (Bhabhi & Brother)
Rarmni & Late Mohinder Sharma (Bhabhl & Brother)

Sarla & Despak Raina (Shicr & Brother-in-daw)

Anju & Kulkdeep Magolra (Bhabhi & Brother)

Mo b 9622556560

Sh Kushal Magoira

10TH DAY | KRIYA/JUTHALA |
‘With profound griel and somom, we inform the sad
demise of Late Sh Sudershan Kohli (Clo Kohli
Studio) Sio Late Sh Kartar Nath Kehli on 30ih
o niia iy 2025, -
10th Day Salurday (B-2-25) (11.00am - 12.00 prm)
Hriya Tuesday (11-2-25){12.00 pm)
Uthala Wednesday (12-2-25) (400 - 500 pm)
Al the rituals will be done at our Easidenos: H Mo,
24124 Shant Nagar Janipur.
Grief Sricken
‘Wife: Smt Sarc| Kohll
Son & Daughter in law
Wr Lowe Kohi & Mre Renu Kohl
Grand Daughters :
Mr Kama kzhi Kahll & Ma Saa nvi Kohll
Brothers & Sisters in law
Late Sh Shashi Kohli &Smit Asha Hohli
Late Sh Vijpy Hohll & Smt Sudershana Kohl
Mob Mo, 9419630517, TRASE02 891

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”

Late Sh Sudershan Ko hli
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India’s quantum leap testified by glohal success stories

Top News Report

JAMMU / NEW DELHI,
Feb 9 : Union Minister
Dr. Jitendra Singh said
here on Sunday that
India’s quantum leap
was testified by global
success stories like
“Vaccine” and “Chan-
drayaan”.

He was speaking after
inaugurating the new
premises of “Vigyan
Bharati” in the national
capital, describing the
same as a long-felt
need. He emphasized
that the office would
serve as a center for
exchange of ideas and
a seat of learning.
Addressing the
ceremony,Union Min-
ister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) Science &
Technology; MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic
Energy and Space, Dr
Jitendra Singh stated
that India is witnessing
a transformative era in
science under the lead-
ership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. He
highlighted how the
Prime Minister not only
encourages but also
provides unwavering
support to the scientific

community, strengthen-
ing it with resources and
enabling collaborations
with non-governmental
sectors to achieve the
best outcomes.
Reflecting on the
advancements of the
past decade, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh stressed that
while India has always
had immense scientific
acumen and talent, the
missing element was
commitment and priori-
tization from the political
leadership—something
that is now being active-
ly addressed under PM
Modi’s governance.

Dr. Jitendra Singh
underscored the sig-
nificant progress India
has made, particularly
in healthcare. He noted
that India, once not
taken seriously in cura-
tive healthcare, is now

emerging as a global
leader in preventive
healthcare. He proud-
ly mentioned India’s
achievements, includ-
ing : The first DNA vac-
cine developed during
the pandemic.The first
indigenous HPV vac-
cine to combat cervi-
cal cancer and rapid
advancements in space
technology, despite a
late start in the sector.
He also spoke about
India’s commitment to
global climate change
efforts, reaffirming
the country’s target of
achieving net-zero emis-
sions by 2070.

Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted the importance of
Traditional Knowledge
Digital Library (TKDL),
calling it a valuable
repository of indigenous
wisdom. He cited exam-
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ples such as:

The Konark Temple in
Odisha, which remained
intact even after the
super cyclone of 2000,
showcasing India’s
architectural resilience.
The growing interest in
traditional medicine, as
seen during the pan-
demic when the West
explored homeopathy
and naturopathy for
potential remedies.

He also referenced
India’s success in using
steel slag for road con-
struction in Arunachal
Pradesh, in collabora-
tion with the Tata Group,
drawing parallels with
the durable routes of
Ajanta and Ellora that
have withstood the test
of time.

Quoting Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, Dr.
Singh remarked, “By

remaining committed to
our legacy, we should
not deprive ourselves
of what is happening
across the world.” He
urged Vigyan Bharati
to act as an interface
for identifying initiatives
and fostering collabora-
tions, similar to how IN-
SPACe and BIRAC have
become successful plat-
forms for the space and
biotechnology sectors,

Director Agriculture Jammu
inspects developmental activities

at RS Pura Sub Division

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The
Director of Agriculture
Production & Farmer
Welfare Jammu, Shri
Arvinder Singh Reen,
conducted a compre-
hensive inspection of the
ongoing developmental
activities in the RS Pura
Sub Division today. The
visit aimed to assess vari-
ous field activities and
highlight the advanced

sized the revolutionary
approach to modern
farming and the potential
to improve crop yield and
reduce labor costs with
this technology.

“The use of drones in
this demonstration is a
game-changer for farm-
ers,” said Director Agricul-
ture. “It not only highlights
an innovative method for
crop management but
also shows how tech-
nology can reduce costs

Beneficiary Raman Gupta
in Village Badyal Brahmi-
na. Director highlighted
the immense benefits of
the poly house for culti-
vating exotic vegetables,
including employment
generation for local com-
munities.

Continuing his tour, Direc-
tor A.S Reen visited the
Micro Irrigation Unit (Drip
Irrigation) of Beneficiary
Rajinder Kumar in Village
Badyal Brahmana, Zone

respectively. farming techniques and enhance productivity Kirpind. He underscored
He also proudly E:I?gnlmg:]e&]iesnéii;;gh: in the agricultural sector.” the importance of micro-
announced India’s gion. ) Later, Director A.S Reen irrigation in enhancing

recent breakthrough
in pharmaceuticals
with the creation of the
indigenous antibiotic
‘Nafithromycin’, posi-
tioning India as a leader
in both traditional and
cutting-edge technolo-
gies.

Dr. Jitendra Singh
emphasized that inte-
gration is no longer an
option but a necessity
and called upon Vigyan
Bharati to become a
key medium for broader
scientific integration. He
expressed confidence
that such efforts would
drive India’s continued
rise as a global power-
house in science and
technology.

Ex-Sarpanch Balbir Kour,
SDAO RS Pura Surinder
Gupta, Subject Matter
Specialists, Agriculture
Extension Officers and
the staff of the Sub-Divi-
sion Agriculture Office RS
Pura were also present.

The tour began with a
demonstration of drone
technology for foliar
spraying of Nano Urea
and Sagrika in the Pan-
chayat Trewa area of
RS Pura. Wheat crops
were sown using a super
seeder, and the fertilizers
were precisely applied
using drones, ensuring
uniform distribution and
minimal wastage. Nano
Urea, which enhances
nitrogen use efficiency,
and Sagrika, a growth-
promoting fertilizer, were
the key inputs. Direc-
tor A.S. Reen empha-

visited the Polycarbonate
Structure (Nursery Unit)
of Beneficiary Tilak Raj in
Village Puro Bhana. This
nursery, with a size of 111
sg. meters, is part of the
Promotion of Commer-
cial Floriculture (HADP)
initiative. The Director
also inspected a Green
Shade Net House (148
sg. meters) under the
same program, where
he discussed the advan-
tages of these structures
in promoting commercial
floriculture in the region.

Further, the Director vis-
ited the Potato Seed Vil-
lage at Arnia, where he
examined the ongoing
harvesting operations.
He also inspected a Hi-
Tech Polyhouse (500 sq.
meters) under the Promo-
tion of Exotic Vegetables
(HADP), belonging to

water use efficiency, par-
ticularly in dry and water-
scarce regions.

The Director also vis-
ited the exotic vegetable
fields, where he inspected
broccoli crops and inter-
acted with local farm-
ers to understand their
concerns and how the
Agriculture Department’s
schemes have benefitted
them.

The final stop of the
inspection was the
Round-the-Year Con-
trolled Conditioned
Mushroom Unit of Farmer
Raman Gupta. Arvinder
Singh Reen highlighted
the advantages of con-
trolled environmental
conditions for mushroom
cultivation, which ensures
year-round production
and improved quality.

Dimple leads protest for J&K

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: Sunil
Dimple, president of Mis-
sion Statehood Jammu
Kashmir, led a strong pro-
test rally demanding the
restoration of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Dogra state-
hood and special status.
He warned of a complete
Jammu and Kashmir
bandh if the state is not
restored as per Supreme
Court directives during
the ongoing budget ses-
sion.

Addressing the rally,
Dimple called upon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah to fulfill their com-
mitments and ensure the
reinstatement of Jammu
and Kashmir’s statehood.
He emphasized that the
protest movement is gain
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ing support from various
political parties and orga-
nizations across Jammu,
Kashmir, Pir Panjal, and
Chenab Valley regions.
“We are in contact with
all stakeholders, and if
our demands are not
met, we will go for an
entire Jammu and Kash-
mir bandh to push for the
restoration of statehood,
special status, and the
implementation of Maha-
raja Hari Singh’s Instru-
ment of Accession condi-
tions,” Dimple stated.

He also urged Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
and former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to resume
the traditional Darbar
Move from April. Addition-
ally, Dimple demanded
the government provide
free drinking water, 200
units of electricity, 12 LPG
cylinders, and double

statehood restoration

rations for the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
starting this March. He
specifically called for free
electricity in areas where
smart meters have been
installed and warned of
strong agitation if water
meters are introduced.
Criticizing the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
the central government,
Dimple accused them of
failing to act despite the
Supreme Court’s order
to restore Jammu and
Kashmir’s statehood. He
demanded the reimple-
mentation of the Instru-
ment of Accession condi-
tions and the revival of the
state subject system.
Prominent leaders who
participated in the pro-
test rally included Swarn
Lal, Arun Verma, Vijay
Virdi, Mohan Lal, Skala
Singh, Vikas, Deepak,
Babu Singh, and several
others.

Drug Control Officer Ramban
conducts inspection of Medical

Shops in Banihal
Top News Report

RAMBAN, Feb 9: In line
with the directives of the
State Drugs Controller
and the District Admin-
istration, Drug Control
Officer Ramban, Imti-
yaz Ahmad, conducted
inspections of medi-
cal shops across vari-
ous villages in Banihal,
including Bankoot, Kas-
koot, Nowgam, Cher-
eel, and Banihal Town.
The inspection aimed to
ensure compliance with
regulations regarding the
installation of CCTV cam-
eras, implementation of
computerized billing sys-
tems, and maintenance
of psychotropic drug
records.

During the inspections,
two medical shops were
closed down for failing
to comply with the provi-
sions of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act and were
instructed to adhere to
the prescribed norms.
The inspecting team veri-
fied that all other medi-
cal establishments had
installed CCTV cameras
and adopted computer-
ized billing systems as
mandated.

NMC appeals CM to enhance
medical allowance

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: Presi-
dent of the National
Mazdoor Conference
(NMC) Subash Shas-
tri today appealed to
the Chief Minister to
enhance the medical
allowance from Rs.
300 to Rs. 1000 per
month as per the norm
of UT administrations,
throughout the country.
Addressing a NMC
workers during a meet
Shastri said that UT of
Ladakh has already
hiked Medical allow-
ance of the pensioners
to Rs. 1000 per month
from 1st of April 2020.
“Medical allowance
in UT J&K is just Rs.
300 for per month for
the last two decade
as the prices of medi-
cines and other medi-

cal related expenditure
has increased to a
large extent so medi-
cal allowance should
also be increased at
par with UT Ladakh
Administration.” he
maintained hoping that
J&K UT Administration
should take a decision
in this regard soon so
that pensioners may
heave a sigh of relief
from rising prices of
medicines and other
expenses.

Shasrti also demanded
increase of 2% house
rent in favour of UT
J&K employees as the
DA crossed 50%.
Stressing on the need
in releasing of pending
DA / DR of 18 months
from the month of Jan-
uary 2020 to ending
June 2021 Shastri also
appealed to the Central

Government to release
the outstanding 3 DA
instalments arrears
blocked while releasing
the same to its employ-
ees and pensioners 3
years ago.

He said that since the
price index and infla-
tion on rise day today
which has made sala-
ried class and pension-
ers to face hardship to
manage their liveli-
hood.

Shastri pointed out
that it is the fitness of
things that financial
assistance so accrued
by way of rising Dear-
ness Allowance (DA) is
released without any
further delay.

Shastri further hoped
that the central Govt.
will consider the burn-
ing demand of both
Central/States/UTs

employees and pen-
sioners in releasing
the 3 DA instalments
blocked arrears in
favour of these employ-
ees and pensioners at
the earliest. Release of
4% DA due from Janu-
ary 01, 2025 besides
merging of 50% DA
with pension and pay.
Shastri further
demanded regulariza-
tion of the daily rated
workers under SRO-
64.

Among other who
were also present in
the meeting included
Rajan Babu Khajuria,
B.S Jamwal, Surinder
Kumar, Ram Singh,
Anil Gupta, Ramesh
Sharma, Chaman Lal,
Birbal, Raman Sharma,
Vinod Kumar, Sukhdev
Singh, Subash Sharma
and Ram Lal Sharma.

The Drug Control Officer
emphasized the impor-
tance of actively moni-
toring CCTV footage to
ensure these systems
effectively deter any mal-
practice. The implemen-
tation of these measures
is expected to enhance
transparency in transac-
tions, improve inventory
management, and rein-
force accountability within
the district's pharmaceuti-
cal sector.

The proactive approach
of the Drug Control
Department will remain
continuous in the district
to safeguard public health
and promote ethical prac-
tices in the pharmaceuti-
cal trade. The department
will continue to regulate
and monitor pharmaceu-
tical activities to prevent
the misuse or unauthor-
ized distribution of drugs,
ensuring the well-being of
the public.
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DPAP demands special package
for development of Sarthal Devi

andir under P

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Feb 9: Thakur Randeep
Bhandari, Spokesperson of the DPAP,
on Sunday urged J&K LG to announce
a special package for the development
of Sarthal Devi Mandir, a revered Hindu

Webslte:-www.etlclammuwin

RASAD scheme

temple in Kishtwar.

“Sarthal Devi Mandir is not only a sacred
place of worship but also a significant
tourist destination, attracting thousands
of devotees and visitors every year,”
said Thakur Randeep Bhandari.

The DPAP spokesperson emphasized
the need for a special package to
upgrade the temple’s infrastructure,and
public amenities.

He also stressed the importance of
promoting tourism in the region, creat-
ing employment opportunities for local
youth, and preserving the temple’s rich
cultural heritage.

“We request the government to consid-
er our demand and announce a special
package for the development of Sarthal

Devi Mandir,” added Thakur Randeep

Bhandari.

Sarthal Devi Mandir, situated at an
altitude of approximately 6,000 feet, is
a cave temple dedicated to Goddess
Durga .The temple is famous for its
annual pilgrimage, known as Sarthal
Yatra, which takes place in July.

emall: exentoedjammuemall.com

Unton Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
CFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE EMGIMEER
TAWI CANAL CONSTRUCTION DIVISION, BTIC, CANAL ROATD, JARMMU-180001

SHCMET Ml

EINVITIN NIDER

Thir Fxexntive: ]'Zn|_-1i1't~|~1' Tawd Camial Corstrxction Division, Jammua on behalt of Lioutenant Gosvernor of K LT
invites tenders I1:.' % |-:'I'I|.:-:"'i'lj: minde for the below mentioned works from repoted and |~Ii!'.i'r-I|~ deakers .'-.'ﬁiﬂr.lrlm
with &k UT Government and having reneveed validity for the current year

KM Mame of wark Fstimabid Ciost of Earest Maney T of {Lass of
Costin Bs. | Document in Completio Comtractor
Rs. n
1. ConstrucHon  of  Trackor ¢ TR ulvert  on 19140~ Sl - 2% of advertised M days M and T
Shamachak minee of D-10 of MTC near BD 450 M cast
(GO} as per S5R 2122
i Construction of Traclor coossing culverl on Sarba SN - 2= 2% of advertised M days A, BB and D
Minor of D=8 of MTC near RD 1800 M (BOO a5 per it
pou] L (R |
3 Constraction of damaged thare wall oF Main Tawi b - - 2% of advertised M) J\l.:.'.- A B and D
Canal EL¥ 18730 M and ED 20800 M {BOO) as per cost
55K 3020
Pasition of A A4 H Acoorded
Position of T, 5 : Acoorded
Fosition of Fumds Partially Available
Important Dibes:
i) Dhate wf Publishing from I7.02.2025 (g0 M)
] Downloading from 08.02.2025 (10:00 Abd)
i Uploading from : 08.02.3025 {10:00 AM)
iv) Uploading stops on ] 15,02, 2025 (6:00 PM])
¥) Tender opens on 17,02, 2025 (2:00 M- Snbjective)
1 The bidding documents can be downloaded from the welsite hitp:/ fjktendars gov.in
2 The bids shall be uploaded; submitbed In electronie format on e website hitp ! kbenderseovdn The complete bidding
process will be ONLINE.
i Thes tender uphoadisd on the website up to due date will be opened on 17022025 (200 FM - Sabjective) in the office of the
Fveentive Engineer Tawi Canal Comstruction Division, Jammu in the [resnee of thet bidders who wish to attend, It the obfice

happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified. the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time

and venue.

=S

DIP/J-9977/24

No: TOCDY]/3269-82
Diated: (7022025

Executive Engineer
i Camal Comst Dhvision
Jammu
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EDITORIAL

ESSENCE OF
HUMANITY

ife is the most precious gift, and saving
lives is one of the noblest acts a person can

perform. Throughout history, individuals
and organizations have dedicated their efforts to
preserving human life, whether through medical
advancements, humanitarian aid, emergency ser-
vices, or even small, everyday actions that make
a significant impact. The act of saving lives tran-
scends professions, cultures, and beliefs, empha-
sizing the shared responsibility of humanity to
protect and uplift one another.

One of the most direct ways of saving lives is
through medical science and healthcare. Over the
years, advancements in medicine, technology, and
research have drastically reduced mortality rates
and increased life expectancy. Innovations such as
vaccines, antibiotics, and surgical procedures have
saved millions from fatal diseases and injuries.

Emergency medical services (EMS) play a crucial
role in life-saving efforts. Paramedics, doctors, and
nurses work tirelessly to provide immediate care
in critical situations. Trauma centers and intensive
care units serve as lifelines for those facing life-
threatening conditions. Organ transplants, cancer
treatments, and mental health interventions are
other vital areas where modern medicine contrib-
utes to saving lives.

However, access to healthcare remains a chal-
lenge in many parts of the world. Efforts by global
health organizations, governments, and NGOs to
provide medical aid in underserved regions are
critical in bridging this gap. Vaccination cam-
paigns, mobile health clinics, and international
medical missions have saved countless lives in
communities that lack basic healthcare facilities.

Natural disasters, accidents, and conflicts pose
significant threats to human life. Emergency
responders, including firefighters, search-and-
rescue teams, and disaster relief workers, are
often the first line of defense in these situations.
Their swift actions in evacuations, medical assis-
tance, and infrastructure restoration help mitigate
casualties and prevent further loss of life.

Organizations such as the Red Cross, United
Nations relief agencies, and local community
groups play a crucial role in disaster response.
They provide food, shelter, medical aid, and psy-
chological support to affected populations. Their
coordinated efforts ensure that vulnerable indi-
viduals receive timely help, reducing the risk of
casualties from secondary impacts such as disease
outbreaks, malnutrition, or exposure.

Preventive healthcare and safety measures are
fundamental in reducing mortality rates. Public
awareness campaigns on road safety, fire haz-
ards, drowning prevention, and disease control
educate individuals on how to protect themselves
and others. Wearing seat belts, installing smoke
detectors, practicing proper hygiene, and follow-
ing safety protocols at workplaces are small yet
impactful actions that can prevent tragic incidents.

Mental health awareness is another critical
aspect of saving lives. Suicide prevention pro-
grams, counseling services, and community sup-
port initiatives help individuals struggling with
mental health issues. Encouraging open conver-
sations about mental well-being and providing
accessible resources can significantly reduce the
risk of self-harm and suicide.

Beyond medical and emergency responses,
humanitarian efforts contribute significantly to
saving lives. Providing clean water, nutritious food,
and education in impoverished areas ensures
better health and survival rates. Efforts to combat
climate change and pollution directly impact the
longevity of human life by reducing environmental
hazards.

Individuals can contribute to saving lives in vari-
ous ways, such as donating blood, registering as
organ donors, volunteering at shelters, or sup-
porting charitable organizations. Acts of kindness,
such as checking on elderly neighbors, helping
the homeless, or advocating for social justice, can
make a life-saving difference.

Technology has revolutionized life-saving
efforts. From early warning systems for natural
disasters to Al-driven diagnostics in healthcare,
innovation plays a vital role in preserving human
life. Drones are now being used for search-and-
rescue operations, delivering medical supplies
to remote areas, and even monitoring dangerous
zones for safety.

The rise of telemedicine has made healthcare
accessible to people in distant locations, enabling
early diagnosis and timely medical intervention.
Wearable health devices alert users about poten-
tial health issues, allowing them to seek medical
help before conditions worsen.

Saving lives is not limited to medical profes-
sionals or emergency responders. It is a shared
responsibility that every individual can partake
in. Whether through direct action, advocacy, or
simply being informed and prepared, we all have
the power to make a difference.

By fostering a culture of compassion, responsi-
bility, and proactive intervention, we can create
a safer and healthier world. Every life saved is
a testament to the power of human kindness,
resilience, and innovation—reminding us that in
protecting others, we uphold the very essence of
humanity.

Death may be just an illusion..... nothing else....!

By: Dr. Anurag Pathak

en it comes to the

mysteries of our uni-

verse and human life,

the biggest mystery that many

are curious, but also clueless

about, is death. Religions have

called death the only truth and

afterlife as the gift (or curse) that

we get depending on our conduct
on this planet.

But none of this has been
proven -- no one really knows
what lies ahead. However, one
American medical doctor and
scientist, Robert Lanza, in his
book, Biocentrism, states that
death could actually be a door to
an endless number of universes.

Einstein said “Now Besso has
departed from this strange world
a little ahead of me. That means
nothing. People like us ... know
that the distinction between
past, present and future is only
a stubbornly persistent illusion.”

New evidence continues to
suggest that Einstein was right,
death is an illusion.

Most fundamental law of
Nature. Conservation of energy.
Energy can neither be created
nor destroyed; rather, it can only
be transformed or transferred
from one form to another.

When star ends its life, turn into
dust, and by gravity into another
star. Even 100% of momentum is
conserved. Energy is conserved
in 100%, only changes form.
There is no “death” in this Uni-
verse.

When one ends life, only make
space for other forms of life.
All carbon, nitrogen, hydrogen,
oxygen, and other elements that
build human being and any other
life on Earth, do not change in
moment of death. Nothing hap-
pens. Same elements will be
used to build other form of life
very soon.

We don’t come into this world,
we come out of it. Like a mush-
room coming to the surface. In
fact the mushroom is only the
fleshy fruit body of the much
bigger fungal network in the
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By: Omkar Dattatray
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t is height of moral bankruptcy of the

Smajwadi Party chief and former chief

minister of UP that he has stooped
abysmal low and equated Election Commission
as Dead perhaps saying that the ECI does not
take cognizance of the election malpractices by
the ruling BJP in Milkipur Ayodhya by polls .It
is very unfortunate ,disturbing that SP Supre-
mo Akhilesh Yadav leveled serious accusations
against the BJP ,alleging electoral misconduct
and also declaring the Election Commission
“dead. "Tt is nothing beyond ideological and
moral bankruptcy and it can be termed as dirty
politicking through and through. He claimed
that the ruling party ,with police assistance
,engaged in widespread voter suppression and
malpractices in Milkipur by polls. “This is the
manner in which BJP contests elections. The
Election Commission is dead .We will have to
gift them white cloth ,”the SP Chief told ANT
,criticizing what he described as deliberate
manipulation of electoral proceedings. Akhiles
Yadav is leveling baseless and unsubstantiated
allegations and accusations on ruling BJP and
election commissions silence and has used
most un -parliamentary and bad language to
describe the election commission which in fact
is the independent, impartial and non-partisan
institution of the country. To call ECI dead is
absurd and amounts to dishonor of this auton-
omous agency of the country. Election commis-
sion is up and doing and its activism is worth
appreciating and again it is energetic and living
and to call it dead is absurd and grossly incor-
rect and misleading. The former UP chief min-
ister stated that police officials were illegally
checking voters ID at polling stations ,which he
viewed as voter intimidation .Ayodhya Milki-
pur went to polls on Wednesday and saw
57.13% voter participation .In a post on X ;he
said, "The election Commission should imme-
diately take cognizance of the pictures related
to this news that Ayodhya police is checking
the ID cards of voters in Milkipur ,in which
senior police officers are also involved .This is

soil. If the mushroom gets eaten
or cut off it doesn’t affect the
fungal network underground.
Similarly we could be seen like
a fruit growing out of this world.
We identify with this “fruit” and
we say we are a separate being.
Therefore many people are terri-
fied by the thought of death and
disappearing into nothingness
forever. Because we are just this
little mushroom on the surface,
isolated, fragile and helpless
against all the predators and
dangers, standing there alone
not knowing where we came
from and where we're heading,
not knowing that we are con-
nected with the giant fungal
network in the ground, that we
in fact are this whole network.
Another example is golden jew-
elry. There are all kinds of forms,
rings, chains, crosses etc. made
from gold. But in fact the nature
of all these different items is not
its form but the gold itself. The
form of the gold is just in our
minds, our minds give meaning
to it. But it can be molten and
remodeled into other shapes and
it remains just gold.

The state we are in now, think-
ing of ourselves as separate
beings that have a start and an
end, would be fake and the state
after and before it would be the
reality. So if that was true, the
question of what happens after
death would be irrelevant as we
were never this separate being in
the first place. One could say we
were never born and will never
die.

We believe in death because
we’ve been taught we die. Also,
of course, because we associate
ourselves with our body and we
know bodies die. End of story.
But biocentrism, a new theory
of everything, tells us death
may not be the terminal event
we think. Amazingly, if you add
life and consciousness to the
equation, you can explain some
of the biggest puzzles of science.
For instance, it becomes clear
why space and time—and even
the properties of matter itself—

a democratic crime of indirectly influencing
voting by creating fear among voters .Such
people should be removed immediately and
punitive action should be taken. "He alleged
that BJP supporters caused disturbances at
several locations under police protection, with
officials deliberately overlooking violations of
electoral conduct. Yadav also pointed out issues
with EVM’s mentioning that disruptions at
locations like Kutta Amaniganj lasted over
two hours,preventing voter participation.
However Ayodhya police countered these
claims ,clarifying that they were only verifying
booth agents credentials and accused Yadav of
spreading false information.BJP Spokesperson
Rakesh Tripathi dismissed these allegations as
unfounded and indicative of SP’s anxiety over
anticipated defeat .”The Samajwadi Party is
spreading lies out of frustration after its immi-
nent loss in Milkipur , he stated, accusing
Yadav of using propaganda to deflect respon-
sibility .It is very absurd and obnoxious that
the former UP CM called the Election Commis-
sion “dead” for failing to perform duty .”The
Election Commission is completely dead ,the
EChas killed its conscience and has mortgaged
it to the BJP .We will have to get them white
cloth.The election commission helps the BJP
and not acted upon the overwhelming evidence
of foul play and large-scale rigging in Milkipur
,”Mr. Yadav said outside parliament in New
Delhi. Traditionally ,bypolls have witnessed a
much reduced voter turnout than the assembly
elections but this time there was significant rise
in voter participation and Akhilesh is nerved
on this increased voter turnout and he smell
the victory of BJP in this bypoll .Milkipur
Assembly seat in Ayodhya ,UP recorded a
voting of 65.35% in the bypoll conducted on
February 5—a remarkable jump of more than
5% turnout from 2022 —amid allegations of
voting irregularities ,intimidations of opposi-
tion booth agents ,bogus voting and attempts
by police to influence the voting in favor of the
BJP. The ECI said they found no irregularities
in voting. After the BJP suffered an embarrass-
ing defeat in the Faizabad Lok Sabha last
summer ,the party cannot afford to lose Mal-

depend on the observer. It also
becomes clear why the laws,
forces, and constants of the uni-
verse appear to be exquisitely
fine-tuned for the existence of
life.

Until we recognize the universe
in our heads, attempts to under-
stand reality will remain a road
to nowhere.

Consider the weather ‘outside’:
You see a blue sky, but the cells
in your brain could be changed
so the sky looks green or red. In
fact, with a little genetic engi-
neering we could probably make
everything that is red vibrate or
make a noise, or even make you
want to have sex, as it does with
some birds. You think its bright
out, but your brain circuits could
be changed so it looks dark out.
You think it feels hot and humid,
but to a tropical frog it would feel
cold and dry. This logic applies
to virtually everything. Bottom
line: What you see could not be
present without your conscious-
ness.

In truth, you can’t see anything
through the bone that surrounds
your brain. Your eyes are not
portals to the world. Everything
you see and experience right
now, even your body, is a whirl
of information occurring in your
mind. According to biocentrism,
space and time aren’t the hard,
cold objects we think. Wave your
hand through the air—if you
take everything away, what’s
left? Nothing. The same thing
applies for time. Space and time
are simply the tools for putting
everything together.

Consider the famous two-slit
experiment. When scientists
watch a particle pass through
two slits in a barrier, the particle
behaves like a bullet and goes
through one slit or the other. But
if you don’t watch, it acts like a
wave and can go through both
slits at the same time. So how
can a particle change its behav-
ior depending on whether you
watch it or not? The answer is
simple, reality is a process that
involves your consciousness.

kipur. The Opposition also views Malkipur as
its opportunity to balance its defeat in the
bypolls held in November last when the BJP
won seven out of nine seats ,amid large scale
complaints of communally —targeted voter
suppression and misuse of administrative
power by the ruling party. After Adityanath
dismissed Avadesh Prasad’s emotional break-
down as “nautanki” [theatrics],the senior SP
leader launched a massive counter —attack to
have the final say before Milkipur braces itself
to vote.” They have called me a dog ,referred to
me as the tail of a dog. My heart is aching .The
ministers of this [Uttar Pradesh] government
have said that since people here elected a Dalit
as their MP ,the dignity of Ayodhya has fallen
,’said Prasad. The 79 year —old veteran leader
,who has won nine Assembly elections since
1977,was reflecting on the personal hurt he was
feeling due to insults by Adityanath —led BJP.
It is conventional for politicians to make emo-
tional appeals during elections ,but Prasad’s
assertion of his Dalit identity and evocation of
caste-linked insults truly launched the question
of caste to the centre stage of the February 5
election .This appears detrimental to saffron
party ,which has tried to communalize the elec-
tion on religious grounds .However ,the micro
issues have been overshadowed by Awad-
hesh Prasad’s emotional reaction to the murder
of a young Dalit women whose body was found
in a field in Ayodhya on February 1.Accussing
the central and UP government of rigging
Milkipur bypoll ,SP Chief Akhilesh Yadav said
the Election Commission was” dead” and
should be covered with” white cloth”[as coffin]
because it failed to ensure free and fair election
despite innumerable complaints from SP on
the polling day and earlier as well. "Thad come
to Parliament else I would have brought a white
cloth to cover the Election Commission ,”Akh-
ilesh said .Later ,the SP leader along with all
party MP’s ,staged a protest carrying a white
sheet of cloth in hand .with Chunav Ayog writ-
ten on it .In response ,the BJP strongly criti-
cized Yadav’s remarks .Party MP Sambit Patra
condemned Yadav’s statement about EC ,call-
ing it an attack on a constitutional institution

Or consider Heisenberg’s
famous uncertainty principle.

If there is really a world out

there with particles just bounc-
ing around, then we should be

able to measure all their proper-

ties. But you can’t. For instance,

a particle’s exact location and
momentum can’t be known at
the same time. So why should
it matter to a particle what you
decide to measure? And how can

pairs of entangled particles be

instantaneously connected on
opposite sides of the galaxy as

if space and time don’t exist?
Again, the answer is simple:

because they’re not just ‘out
there’—space and time are

simply tools of our mind.

Death doesn’t exist in a time-

less, space less world. Immor-

tality doesn’t mean a perpetual
existence in time, but resides

outside of time altogether.
Our linear way of thinking

about time is also inconsistent
with another series of recent
experiments. In 2002, scientists
showed that particles of light

“photons” knew, in advance,

what their distant twins would

do in the future. They tested

the communication between
pairs of photons. They let one
photo finish its journey—it had
to decide whether to be either a
wave or a particle. Researchers
stretched the distance the other

photon took to reach its own

detector. However, they could
add a scrambler to prevent it

from collapsing into a particle.

Somehow, the first particle knew
what the researcher was going
to do before it happened, and
across distances instantaneous-
ly as if there were no space or

time between them. They decide
not to become particles before

their twin even encounters the
scrambler. It doesn’t matter how
we set up the experiment. Our
mind and its knowledge is the
only thing that determines how

they behave. Experiments con-
sistently confirm these observer-
dependent effects.

Is Election Commission Really Dead?

.Patra noted that the opposition has a history
of targeting institutions when electoral out-
comes do not go their way .”This is a new low
.The SP has no respect for constitutional bodies
.Such language has never been used in the par-
liament proceedings before ,”Patra said.BJP
MP Praveen Khandelwal also condemned the
remarks ,saying that the opposition repeatedly
attacks constitutional institutions after losing
elections .He called for an apology from Yadav
and SP ,saying their words were an insult to
democracy .In fact the ECI is performing its
constitutional responsibility and duty very well
It is ensuring free and fair elections anywhere
and everywhere in the country and thus to
accuse it of silence and inertia is absolutely
worng .it is in fact the EC which manages the
elections in the country and to call it dead is
politics at its very low..The opposition calls
EVM’s choor when they fail to win an election
and when they win .EC is doing its job well. It
is indeed double speak of Opposition .Calling
EC dead is very unfortunate and absurd and it
is insult to the constitution as ECI is an consti-
tutional body which is entrusted to manage
elections across the country. SP chief Akhliesh
Yadav should tender an unconditional apology
for having said EC was dead. The fact is EC is
living ,up and doing , active ,energetic and
doing its constitutional duty of ensuring free
and fair elections well and thus to say that elec-
tion commission is dead is worst politics and
SP chief should desist from such remarks which
amount to insult to constitution and constitu-
tional bodies. Finally Milkipur seat was won by
BJP .Hats off to CEC Rajiv Kumar and his team
for ensuring free and fair election in the coun-
try and this time in Delhi and Bypoll in Milki-

pur UP.

(The author is a
columnist, social, KP
activist & Freelancer)
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NC turned back on its election promises, silent on return of KPs: Sahni

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The attitude
of Omar government, which
passed the proposal of resto-
ration of statehood and special
privileges for Jammu and Kash-
mir on the lines of North-Eastern
states in the first cabinet meet-
ing, has now cooled down.

To avoid a situation of conflict,
there is procrastination in fulfill-
ing the promises of free elec-
tricity, drinking water, minimum
wages, regularization of daily

wagers etc.

The surrendered attitude of
NC has given a severe blow to
the expectations of the people,

el |

gt wate et

stated by Manish Sahni, Presi-

dent, Shiv Sena (UBT) Jammu

and Kashmir unit.

In a press conference held
today at the party’s state central
office, state chief Manish Sahni
said that in the situation of two

power systems in Jammu and
Kashmir, the people and their
basic issues are being crushed.
NC, which won the assembly
elections, has surrendered on
its main issues to avoid a situ-
ation of conflict. At the same

time, in the 2025-26 budget,
the Center is bringing the Police
at par with the Delhi Police by
keeping the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police budget under the esti-
mates of the Ministry of Home
Affairs. From which it is clear

that the full statehood of Jammu
and Kashmir is not going to be
restored in the near future. At
the same time, the silence and
soft attitude of the Omar govern-
ment on this is an indication that
something is definitely cooking
between the NC and the BJP.
At the same time, the Omar
government has turned away
to avoid a confrontation on
the promises of free electricity,
drinking water, minimum wages,
employment, regularization of
daily wagers, women empower-
ment etc. Sahni said that turn-
ing away from public issues and
promises and getting close to
the BJP will prove fatal for the
political future of the NC. No
concrete efforts are visible on
the ground from the Center and
Omar government regarding the
safe return of Kashmiri Pandits
to the valley.

Army unites culture and strength:
Pir Panjal festival begins

Top News Report

POONCH , Feb 9: The
Indian Army is orches-
trating the Pir Panjal
Winter Festival from 09
February to 31 March
2025 in Poonch.

This grandiose festi-
val is a testament to the
Indian Army’s unwaver-
ing commitment to youth
empowerment, cultural
preservation, and social
reformation, particularly
in advocating against
drug abuse. The festival

encompasses a diverse
array of sports and cul-
tural spectacles, including
Under-25 Boys Cricket
Tournament, Under-25
boys and Under 21 girls
Volleyball Tournament,
Open Kho-Kho Tourna-
ment (for girls), Gujari
and pahari Folk Dance
Performances with Music
and dance talent hunt,
Solo and Group Singing
Competitions, and Live
Musical Extravaganza
by Famous Artist and his
ensemble on the grand

finale.

This initiative serves as
a catalyst for fostering
sportsmanship, cultural
renaissance, and holis-
tic development among
the youth, particular-
ly those hailing from
remote and marginalized
communities of District
Poonch. The overwhelm-
ing response from the
enthusiastic populace
of Poonch underscores
the profound reverence
and camaraderie shared
between the community
and the Indian Army.
Beyond mere festivities,
the Pir Panjal Winter Fes-
tival embodies a trans-
formative movement,
inspiring young minds to
eschew the perils of sub-
stance abuse and chan-
nel their energies toward
constructive, life-affirming
pursuits.

Army organizes Medical Patrol
at Katenar

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Feb 9: In a
humanitarian effort, the
Indian Army conduct-
ed a medical patrol in
Katenar and Mangota,
Rajouri District.

The initiative aimed to
extend medical services
to needy individuals in
remote areas, providing
them with basic medical
treatment at their door-
step.

A total of 35 civilians
benefited from the medi-
cal patrol, which is part
of the Indian Army’s
ongoing efforts to sup-
port local communities.
By offering medical aid
to those living in areas
far from medical facili-
ties, the Indian Army
seeks to build trust and
strengthen its bond with
the local population.

The medical patrol is a

testament to the Indian
Army’s commitment to
serving the nation and
supporting local com-
munities, particularly in
remote and inaccessible
areas.

The initiative has been
well-received by the
local population, who
appreciate the Indian
Army’s efforts in pro-
viding medical aid and
support.

Heartfelt initiative for
health and well-being
held in Gund Darvesh

Top News Report

SHOPIAN, Feb 09: In
a beautiful display of
community spirit and
compassion, the Kash-
mir Foundation, in col-
laboration with Smile
Foundation Srinagar,
organized a Free Medi-
cal Camp and Health
Check-up Camp in the
remote area of Gund
Darvesh, located in the
Shopian district.

This initiative aimed to
bring essential health-
care services to those
who often face chal-
lenges accessing medi-
cal facilities.

The camp was set up
to provide free consul-
tations, health screen-
ings, and medications
to the local community,
ensuring that everyone
had the opportunity to
receive the care they
need. The event saw
an overwhelming turn-
out, with families from
far and wide gathering
to take advantage of the
services offered.
Sajjad Ahmad Sholla,
President Smile foun-
dation NGO shared, “It's
heartwarming to see
the community come
together for their health.
We believe that every-
one deserves access to
quality healthcare, irre-

spective of their loca-
tion.”

Doctor speaking with
media said “Every
person we examined
today has a story, and
it's our privilege to be
able to listen to them
and help in any way we
can. Moments like these
remind us why we do
what we do.”

The camp featured
various health services,
including general check-
ups, health consulta-
tions. Each patient left
not only with medical
attention but also with a
sense of hope and com-
munity support.

One local resident
expressed gratitude,
saying, “I never thought
| would have access to
such services right here
in my village. This camp
has truly made a differ-
ence in our lives.”

As the day wrapped up,
the smiles and laughter
shared among families,
volunteers, and health-
care professionals truly
highlighted the essence
of this initiative. We The
Kashmir Foundation
and Smile Foundation
Srinagar are commit-
ted to continuing their
efforts to bridge the gap
in healthcare access,
ensuring that no one is
left behind.

Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’
benefitting all sections: Balbir

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The
Modi government’s flag-
ship initiative, ‘Sabka
saath, sabka vikas,
sabka vishwas’ contin-
ues to uplift every sec-
tion of the Indian society
through inclusive devel-
opment, ensuring that
growth reaches the last
mile.

Balbir Ram Rattan,
Spokesperson, Jammu
and Kashmir BJP &
former Vice Chairper-
son, said this during his
meeting with a group of
party activists.

He said that this vision
of collective progress
has been instrumental
in fostering economic
empowerment, social
welfare, and infrastruc-
tural growth, benefit-
ing millions across the
nation.

Under this initiative,
he said that, key sec-
tors such as edu-
cation, healthcare,
employment, and rural
development have wit-
nessed unprecedented
advancements.

Balbir Ram Rattan,
while elaborating on
this vision, pointed
out that the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana

(PMAY) and Ayushman
Bharat have provided
affordable housing and
healthcare to the under-
privileged, while Mudra
Yojana has empowered
small entrepreneurs with
financial assistance.
These efforts have cre-
ated new opportunities,
reduced poverty, and
enhanced the quality of
life for millions.

He further shared that
marginalized communi-
ties, including women,
farmers, and youth,
have been central to
this mission. “Women
empowerment pro-
grammes such as Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao
and Ujjwala Yojana have
ensured better educa-
tion, financial indepen-
dence, and health ben-
efits for women” Balbir
said, adding that farm-
ers have benefitted from
PM-Kissan Samman
Nidhi and Soil Health
Card schemes, ensur-
ing financial stability,
improved agricultural
productivity, and better
access to resources.
Youth-focused initiatives
like Skill India and Start-
Up India have generated
employment and entre-
preneurial opportunities,
enabling self-reliance.

Balbir said that the union

government’s focus on
infrastructure develop-
ment, including roads,
electricity, and digital
connectivity, has further
bridged the urban-rural
divide.

The push for a Digi-
tal India has facilitated
financial inclusion,
e-governance, and job
creation, ensuring that
technology reaches
every citizen. The sus-
tainable development
efforts like clean energy
promotion and Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan have
significantly improved
environmental and
public health conditions.
With ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas’ India is moving
towards a more equi-
table and prosperous
future. The government
remains committed to
empowering every indi-
vidual, reinforcing the
idea of Antyodaya—
uplifting the last person
in the queue, ensuring
growth for all.

Party activists Hans
Raj Loria, G.R.Bhagat,
K.K.Digra, Seema Devi,
Raj Kumari, Vaishno
Devi, were present in
the meeting.

Kaith Biradari hails Naira on being
presented medal by Nrattya Bhumi

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: Kaith
Biradari today hailed
dancing star Naira for
performing amazingly
well in dance champi-
onship held at Jammu
club, and receiving the
medal from Nrattya
Bhumi.

Naira said, Dance is
her favourite hobby and
she enjoys it a lot. She
started dancing when
she was three years old

and won her first trophy
in dancing at Police
Auditorium.

When she got older, her

parents enrolled her in
dance classes to pursue
this passion. She cannot
go a day without dance,
that's how much she
loves dancing. Thus,
dance has been very
therapeutic for her as
well, her parents stated.
R.L.Kaith said, “Dear
Naira, you are precious
and special and quite
active! ...May god bless
you with everything you
desire!”.

Chandan Datta appointed
Pradesh Mantri of Rashtriya
Parshuram Parishad J&K

Bharat Darshan Tour 2025 organised by 139
ncludes

Bn BSF, Trehgam co
“dh

Top News Report

KUPWARA, Feb 9: The
Bharat Darshan Tour
2025, organized by 139
Bn BSF, Trehgam, Kup-
wara, Kashmir, under
the Ministry of Home
Affairs’ Bharat Darshan
Programme, concluded.
The tour, which took
place from February 2-7,
2025, was attended by
15 Kashmiri students
and a teacher from
Government Higher
Secondary School
Keran and Government
High School Mandian,
located near the Line of
Control.

Upon their return, the
group was warmly
received and addressed
by Brigadier Manish Dutt
Upadhyay, DIG SHQ
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BSF Kupwara, Kashmir
Frontier, and Anil Kumar
Guleria, Commandant
139 Bn BSF.

The students enthusi-
astically shared their
experiences and learn-
ings from the tour, which
included visits to histori-
cal and cultural land-
marks in Ahmedabad,

Gujarat.

The students visited
major tourist attractions
in Ahmedabad, including
the Sabarmati riverfront,
Adalaj stepwell, Science
City, Narender Modi
stadium, Ahmedabad,
and the Statue of Unity,
Sardar Sarovar dam in
Kevadia.

They explored the
statue of Unity, Jungle
Safari, Cactus garden
and surrounding area,
and enjoyed activities
like the mirror maze and
valley of flowers.

They witnessed the
multicultural and multi-
lingual diversity of India
and carried the mes-

sage of love and peace
from the Kashmir Valley
to the rest of India.

The Chief Guest pre-
sented the group with
a photo album contain-
ing their tour memories,
followed by tea and
snacks. The participants
appreciated the Bharat
Darshan Tour 2025
and the arrangements
made for them, includ-
ing accommodation,
food, transport, curricu-
lum, and quality of items
issued.

This tour provided the
students with a unique
opportunity to experi-
ence India’s rich cul-
ture and gain firsthand
knowledge of various
developments across
the country.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The
Rashtriya Parshuram
Parishad (RPP)
Jammu and Kashmir
has appointed social
activist and Chairman
of Kotli Welfare Trust,
Sh. Chandan Datta, as
Pradesh Mantri of RPP
Jammu and Kashmir.
The announcement was
made under the leader-
ship of National Founder
Pt. Sunil Bharala and
State Head & President
Pt. Jeeva Nand Sharma.
Datta has also been
assigned operational
duties and the imple-
mentation of the RPP
agenda across three
districts—Jammu,

Udhampur, and Reasi—
to strengthen the orga-
nization. Recognizing
his commitment and
past activities, Presi-
dent RPP JN Sharma
entrusted him with an
additional role as Office
Incharge of RPP Jammu
and Kashmir.

A renowned social
activist in the Jammu
region, Datta has been
actively working for over
a decade on various
social causes, including
drug abuse prevention.
He has been motivat-
ing the youth to stay
away from drugs and
channel their energy
toward nation-building.
His contributions also
include working for the

upliftment of marginal-
ized communities and
organizing numerous
social welfare activities
in the past.

Welcoming Datta into
the organization, Presi-
dent Pt. Jeeva Nand
Sharma expressed
confidence in his lead-
ership to strengthen
the RPP in Jammu and
Kashmir. The Rash-
triya Parshuram Pari-
shad aims to preserve
and promote Sanatan
Dharma while uniting
Brahmins on a single
platform to work for the
welfare and upliftment of
the community.

Among the prominent
leaders present at the
event were Raman
Thappa (State Secre-
tary), Ramesh Chander
(Vice President), Garu
Ram (Vice President),
Vinod Mehta (State Sec-
retary for Rural Areas),
Opinder Sharma (RSS
J&K), Pawan Sharma
(Secretary, RPP), Prof.
Sameer Sharma (Sec-
retary), and other senior
functionaries along with
the general public.
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Actor Swapnil Joshi and producer Anand
Pandit feel a well-told story in any language

Playing a cop on
screen is a dream come
true for any artiste and
when a chance knocked
on actor Swapnil Joshi’s
door, he opened it
with elan! Playing an
encounter specialist in
the recently released
Anand Pandit produc-
tion, Marathi film Jilabi,
Swapnil says it was a
whole new experience
for him.

“I play Vijay Karmarkar,
an undercover encoun-
ter cop in the film, who
has many more dimen-
sions than he reveals
in the beginning. This
character’s trajectory
intrigued me and his
take on life really drew
me into his inner world.
It is a crime thriller, but
also a very compelling
human story packed
with powerful perfor-
mances. It will remind
you of the gritty world
of cult hits like Satya
and Company,” shares
Swapnil.

Swapnil, who first
appeared in the
Ramanand Sagar show
Uttar Ramayan as a
nine-year-old, has been
part of television shows
such as Krishna, Eka

Lagnachi Dusri Goshta,
as well as films like
Duniyadari and Mum-
bai-Pune-Mumbai.
Swapnil believes the
lines between regional
and mainstream cinema
are fast blurring with the
advent of pan-Indian
films.

“Regional languages
are the heartbeat of
India’s cultural and artis-
tic diversity. It's not just
about entertainment,
but about preserving
and celebrating every
language. Subtitles and
also dubbing expand
the reach of such sto-
ries, and blur the lines
between regional and
pan-Indian cinema,” he
says.

He also holds the
opinion that each

industry has its unique

strengths and compar-
ing them isn’'t always
fair because the scale,
resources and audience
bases are vastly differ-
ent. “The South Indian
film industry is known
for its larger-than-life
storytelling, incredible
technical finesse, and
deeply rooted cultural
pride. Marathi cinema
has smaller budgets, but
has a very unique reso-
nance that makes it very
distinctive. Cinema has
its own language and if
a theme attracts me, | go
for it.”

Keen eye for talent

Anand Pandit, who
is a well-known name
in the world of produc-
tion with projects like
Total Dhamaal (2019),

-
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Missing (2018), Sarkar
3 (2018), and Great
Grand Masti (2016), to
his credit, says it was
the compelling storyline
that initially drew him to
Jilabi. “It aligned per-
fectly with my vision of
creating an edge-of-the-
seat Marathi thriller. As
a producer, | am always
looking for something
fresh and new, and this
script struck the right
balance by blending
mystery, drama and
relatability. The screen-
play is not jaded or con-
ventional; it will break
new ground,” he shares.

Anand, who has pro-
duced movies in mul-
tiple regional languages
alongside Hindi films,
too believes regional
and pan-Indian cinema

are gradually merging.
“Some of the biggest
hits in recent times,
including franchises
like Baahubali, Pushpa
and KGF, have set new
benchmarks of success.
Malayalam cinema too
is breaking new ground
with its brave themes
and artistic heft. A well-
told story in any lan-
guage has the potential
to be a pan-Indian suc-
cess and this trend is
only going to grow. The
future of regional cinema
is highly promising.”

So, how can the
reach of regional films
be expanded globally?
“There is an audience
today not just for lav-
ishly mounted block-
busters, but also for
related, rooted, human
stories. The success of
my Guijarati films Fakt
Mahilao Maate, Tron
Ekka and Fakt Purusho
Maate speaks for itself.
As a producer, | will
continue to do my best
to identify fresh talent
across industries and
back promising stories,
so that they can reach a
wider audience.”

Yami talks about moving away
from damsel-in-distress roles

Actor Yami Gautam
Dhar says she has been
working consistently to
create a filmography
that is different from
some of her roles in the
past.

The actress made her

debut with Shoojit Sir-
car’s Vicky Donor, but
played second fiddle to
the hero in movies like
Badlapur, Kaabil and a
few others.

Yami, who will next
be seen in romantic

comedy Dhoom Dhaam
on Netflix this Valen-
tine’s Day, has proved
her mettle as a per-
former with films such
as Uri: The Surgical
Strike, A Thursday and
Article 370.

The actress has no
regrets and respects
the choices she made at
that point in her career.

“That was my past life.
| can’t recall anything,”
Yami replied when
asked about moving
away from damsel-in-
distress roles.

“No one’s had this con-
versation in a long time
with me. Sometimes
I might address but |
don’t because it was
in the past. It's been
almost four or five years
that the filmography I'm
trying to be consistent
with doesn’t have those
elements at all remote-
ly,” she said.

In fact, her role in
Dhoom Dhaam is the
antithesis of a damsel
in distress as a no-
nonsense and fearless
heroine, who likes to be
in the driving seat of her
life.

Looking back at that
phase in her life, Yami
said she always knew
the kind of roles she was
capable of but it took
some time to prove that
to others.

Shruti Haasan’s The Eye to
open Wench Film Festival

British psychological
thriller The Eye, starring
Shruti Haasan in the
lead role, will serve as
the opening film at the
5th Wench Film Festival
in Mumbai. Founded by
filmmaker Sapna Bhav-
nani, the gala is touted
as India’s first horror film
festival. The 2025 edi-
tion of the festival will
run from February 27
to March 2. Haasan’s
The Eye is directed by
Daphne Schmon and
also stars Mark Rowley.

In the movie, the
actress plays the role
of Diana, who goes to
an island, where her
husband Felix drowned.
She is then tempted
by a dark choice that
could bring him back.
The festival will close
with the screening of
Schirkoa—In Lies We
Trust, starring lranian-
French actor Golshifteh
Farahani. This year, the
festival will screen 42
movies, including 35

by women filmmakers.
The line-up is inclusive
of LGBTQ women and
non-binary filmmakers.

The films will be show-
cased in three catego-
ries—Blood Thirsty, con-
sisting of movies with
runtime of 60 minutes
and above; Dwarves,
featuring films of 10 to

40 minutes length; and
Elves, which includes
short films of less than
10 minutes duration.

The jury members
include Chris Orgelt and
Harini Laxminarayan
for Blood Thirsty; Aruna
Raje Patil for Dwarves;
and Carolyn Mauricette
for Elves.

Not easy for TV actors to get into films, need

to still pro

Popular TV star
Rashmi Desai says
small screen actors still
find it tough to make it
to the film industry as
they have to convince
filmmakers to see them
in different roles, which
can be a challenge.

Desai, known for star-
ring in popular daily
soaps such as “Utta-
ran” and “Dil Se Dil Tak”
as well as reality show
“Bigg Boss”, said things
have improved for better
but not much.

“Earlier it was very dif-
ficult and even now it's
not very easy to get into
films. I'll be very honest
because it is difficult
to convince the other
person as there are too
many things that are
involved at the end in
the making of a film.

“The best way is to
audition, but sometimes
that also becomes a
very lengthy process.
After working for so
many years, you need

ve themselves: Ra

to prove yourself, prove
that you are best,” Desai
told agency.

“In TV, you have your
commitment every day
with your audience,
when you’re doing a
reality show. As an actor,
you want to go and con-
vince people that | really
want to try something
new but it becomes a
lengthy process,” she
added.

Despite the struggles,
Desai said she is grate-
ful for good projects
she has been a part of,
including the feature
film “Hisaab Barabar”,
in which she shares
screen space with R
Madhavan.

“Hisaab Barabar” is
a satirical drama film,
which was released on
streaming service ZEE5
recently. It revolves
around Radhe Mohan
Sharma, arailway ticket
checker who uncovers a
small discrepancy in his
bank account. It soon

shmi Desail

leads to a dangerous
journey filled with fraud,
deceit and corruption.

Desai, who earlier had
a cameo appearance
in “Dabangg 2", and
also acted in Guijarati
films like “Supertar” and
“Mom Tane Nai Samjay”,
essays the role of Mad-
havan'’s neighbour in the
movie.

“My character is dif-
ferent, she is a practi-
cal person... In this film,
I've grey mindset, and
they’ve shown it in a
beautiful and comic way.
| have really wanted to
do a comedy for a long
time, and I'm glad | got
to play this role,” she
said.

Also starring Kirti
Kulhari and Neil Nitin
Mukesh, “Hisaab
Barabar” is directed by
Ashwni Dhir.

The film, which was
released in Hindi, Tamil
and Telugu, is produced
by Jio Studios and SP
Cinecorp.

Singer-actress Lisa Mishra to perform
with global icon Ed Sheeran in Delhi

Singing sensation and actress
Lisa Mishra is set to create his-
tory, as she joins global music icon
Ed Sheeran on stage in Delhi on
February 15. This marks the big-
gest international show ever in the
capital, with Lisa sharing the spot-
light alongside one of the world’s
most celebrated artistes.

Lisa is ready to make the most of
this milestone moment. While she
has captivated audiences with her
chart-topping tracks and acting
prowess, this performance solidi-
fies her place in the global music
arena. One can expect a special
treat as Lisa might also unveil
some of her unreleased music
during the event. Lisa shared,
“Performing with Ed Sheeran is
nothing short of a dream come
true. He has been one of my big-
gestinspirations, and to share the
same stage with him is surreal.
This is a defining moment in my
career—one that reinforces my
belief in the power of music and
hard work. I've always wanted to
push boundaries, and this oppor-

tunity is a huge step forward in
that journey. I'm incredibly grate-

ful for the love and support I've
received.”

My mother had to give up her dreams,

says Angelina Jolie

At the Santa Barbara
International Film Fes-
tival in Washington,
Angelina Jolie shared
a deeply personal
memory from her past,
recounting a poignant
moment involving her
mother, Marcheline Ber-
trand and the Oscars.

Angelina was there to
receive the prestigious
Maltin Modern Master
Award, presented by
filmmaker Ava DuVer-
nay, and engaged in a
conversation with critic
Leonard Maltin about
her impressive career
spanning decades.

The 49-year-old
actress began by recall-
ing the year her father,
Jon Voight, won the
Academy Award for
Best Actor for Coming
Home in 1979. At the
time, Voight was sepa-
rated from Bertrand,

Jolie’s mother, and their
divorce was finalised a
year later.

While Voight attended
the star-studded Oscars
ceremony with actress
Stacey Pickren, the
‘other woman’, Jolie’s
mother was at home with
her two young children.
Jolie said that Bertrand,
who had given birth to
Jolie at a young age,
watched the ceremony
from their apartment.
“She was divorced from
a very famous man and
she was home with her
babies, watching him
win an Oscar with the
other woman,” she said.

The actress described
the lasting emotional
impact of her mother’s
experience, noting that it
was a part of their family
history that stayed with
her.
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Asia’s largest air show, Aero India-2025, set to take

The event showcases nation’s technological prowess and innovations

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): With the theme of ‘The
Runway to a Billion Opportu-
nities’, Asia’s largest aviation
show, Aero India-2025, that is
lined up to take off on February
10 at the Yelahanka Air Force
Station in Bengaluru, promises
to throw up numerous commer-
cial and technical development
opportunities in the military and
civilian aviation sectors, while
also enthralling aircraft enthu-
siasts.

This is the 15th edition of the
show, organised biennially by
the Ministry of Defence, that
brings together global indus-
try leaders, government offi-
cials, technology experts, and
defence strategists under one
roof. The event not only show-
cases the nation’s technologi-
cal prowess and innovations
but also provides a dynamic
platform for international coop-
eration and strategic dialogue.

Aero India has evolved into a
major international event that
not only highlights the latest
advancements in aerospace
technology but also serves as
a critical forum for strategic
interactions between domestic
and international stakeholders.
According to the Ministry of
Defence, the show is a reflec-
tion of the nation’s commitment
to advancing its aerospace and
defence capabilities.

Over the years, Aero India
has been instrumental in show-
casing cutting-edge technolo-
gies—the event regularly fea-
tures demonstrations of state-
of-the-art aerospace systems,
innovative defence solutions
and breakthrough technologies
that are shaping the future of air
and space travel.

India has been fostering stra-
tegic dialogues through high-
level interactions. It has provid-
ed an arena for discussions on
policy, defence collaborations,
and the future roadmap of the
aerospace sector.

The air show has also been
enhancing international partner-
ships, as it underscores India’s
growing stature as a key player
in the international aerospace
community with participation
from global aerospace giants

and defence agencies.

Aero India—2025 is being pro-
jected as a landmark chapter
that leverages the successes
of its preceding editions while
charting new territories in aero-
space and defence technology.
The first three days are dedi-
cated to business visitors, while
the last two days are open to the
general public.

The five-day event comprises
a Defence Ministers’ Conclave,
CEOs’ round-table, iDEX start-
up event, air shows and flying
displays, a large exhibition area
comprising the India Pavilion
and a trade fair of aerospace
companies.

To facilitate dialogue towards
strategic partnership with
friendly countries, India is host-
ing the conclave on the theme
‘BRIDGE - Building Resilience
through International Defence
and Global Engagement’. It
encapsulates the dynamic geo-
political conditions and the path
to mutual prosperity, which can
be BRIDGED through coopera-
tion among nations with shared
vision of security and develop-
ment.

A number of bilateral meet-
ings are planned at the levels
of the Defence Minister, Minis-
ter of State for Defence, Chief
of Defence Staff and Defence
Secretary among others on the
sidelines of the event. The focus
will be on bolstering the defence
and aerospace ties with friendly
countries by exploring newer
avenues to take the partnership
to the next level.

The CEOs’ roundtable is

expected to provide a platform
to foreign original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs) for pro-
duction of equipment in India.
CEOs of global firms and heads
of domestic public sector under-
takings and private defence and
aerospace manufacturing com-
panies from India will be partici-
pating in the event.

The India Pavilion will show-
case indigenous defence
manufacturing capabilities and
cutting-edge technologies ready
for the global stage, including
future prospects. Promotion of
Indian start-ups is a focus area
at Aero India—2025 and a wide
spectrum of state-of-the-art
technologies/products devel-
oped by them will be presented
at an exclusive pavilion for the
MoD'’s Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX) scheme.

In addition to aerobatic dis-
plays and live technology dem-
onstrations and showcasing the
potential of modern aerospace
platforms and technologies, a
number of seminars on various
contemporary themes are also
scheduled during the event.

There would be 13 Indian
aerial displays that include sky-
diving by the IAF’s Akash Ganga
team, flypasts by fighters, heli-
copters, trainers and transport
aircraft and performances by the
Surya Kiran aerobatic display
team.

The foreign component of the
aerial display will consist of two
latest fifth-generation stealth
fighters, the Russian Su-57
Felon and the American F-35
Lightning-Il. In addition, the

B-1B Lancer supersonic long-
range bomber and the KC-135
mid-air refuller, both American,
will also be taking to the skies
over Bengaluru.

Apart from a vast array of
indigenous and foreign aircraft
in service with the Indian Army,
Indian Air Force, Indian Navy
and the Indian Coast Guard
being lined up for static dis-
play, foreign aircraft that would
be seen on the tarmac include
the F-16 fighter from US, A330
and A400M from Airbus, C-390
transporter from Brazil, H-125
helicopter from Airbus, as well
as Vicaran and Flexrotor UAVs.
The Su-57 and F-35 would also
be on ground display.

About a thousand exhibi-
tors from India and abroad
are expected to showcase a
vast array of products, includ-
ing aircraft, weapons, avionics,
surveillance equipment, aircraft
components and subsystems
and service solutions.

Major exhibitors include
Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation, Airbus,
Boeing, Dassault Aviation, Lock-
heed Martin, Israel Aerospace
Industry, BrahMos Aerospace,
Army Aviation, HC Robotics,
SAAB, Safran, Rolls Royce,
Larsen and Toubro, Bharat
Forge Limited, Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited, Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited, Bharat Dynam-
ics Limited and BEML Limited.

According to MoD data, 809
exhibitors from over 100 coun-
tries had participated in Aero
India’s 14th edition in 2023,
which was the largest since
the show’s inception in 1996,
recording a total footfall of more
than seven lakh visitors.

The successes and chal-
lenges of Aero India-2023 have
provided valuable lessons that
have been incorporated into the
planning and execution of Aero
India-2025, the MoD said, while
adding that the focus on opera-
tional excellence, international
collaboration, and technological
innovation serve as the corner-
stone for the upcoming edition
with expectations of greater
achievements, enhanced pro-
tocols, refined strategies and an
expanded global participation.

Kumbh not for 5-star culture,
true devotees uninterested in glitz,
glamour: Mahant Dharmendra Das

MAHAKUMBH
NAGAR (UP), Feb 9
(Agencies): A section of
the sadhus are unhappy
with the chatter around
viral sensations at the
Maha Kumbh, saying
they divert attention
from what the festival is
really about — spiritual-
ity and faith of devotees.

“Mahakumbh is not
a hub of glamour and
five-star culture, it is
the centre of sadhus,
devotees and the Sana-
tan faith,” said Mahant
Dharmendra Das, head
of Udasin Akhara Band-
hua Kala Cantonment
and chairman of All
India Udasin Communal
Sangat.

Since the beginning
of the Maha Kumbh
last month, many influ-
encers, models and
actors have had their
brief moment in the
sun of virality: model-
turned-sadhvi Harsha
Richaria, garland seller
Mona Lisa, ‘IIT baba’
Abhay Singh and actor
Mamata Kulkarni to
name a few.

“If the media promotes
such people instead
of serving so many
sadhus, then the fault
lies with the media. Why
are media houses doing
this? You people should
think about it yourself,”
Das told agency in an
interview at Sector 20 of
Triveni Road Mela Sthal
in Prayagraj Maha-
kumbh.

Das said many dev-
otees come to the
Sangam to spend the
night under the open sky
and bathe in the Ganga.
They are unbothered by
arrangements made for
them and uninterested
in “glitz and glamour” or
“big tents”.

He said this referring
to the stampede on
Mauni Amavasya, con-
sidered to be the most
auspicious day of the
festival, in which many
people were killed.

Das said the devotees
who came to the Kumbh
for their faith get “true
salvation”. “They have
come for the Sangam.
We should learn a big
lesson from them.”
When asked about
Mamata Kulkarni being
conferred with the title
of ‘mahamandaleshwar’
by an akhara, he said,
“The post of Mahaman-
daleshwar and Man-
daleshwar are given
after consultation with
the seers of the akha-
ras. If someone is a
great scholar and his
service is commend-
able, then he is made
Mandalesh.

“The title of Man-
daleshwar is temporary
and if someone does
something wrong, the
akhara has the right to
take it back,” he said.
The Kinnar Akhara later
removed Kulkarni from
the post.

Asked about the stam-
pede at the Kumbh,
Das said he was yet to
recover from the pain of
that day.

According to official
figures, 30 people died
in the incident and 60
more were injured.

Das said, “UP Chief
Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath worked hard and
frequently visited the
Maha Kumbh to moni-
tor the arrangements,
but the officials seemed
more busy with VIP
movement and did not
have time to look after
the common devotees.”
“The officials were more
interested in giving spe-
cial facilities to their rel-
atives and friends and
they spoiled the efforts
of Yogi Adityanath,” he
said.

Many who were caught
in the stampede were
devotees who were
waiting for the ‘snan’
or holy dip to begin on
Mauni Amavasya.

When asked if the
tragedy could have

been averted had there
been better facilities for
the devotees, Das said
“Some devotees have
such faith that they
come here and sleep
on the sand. You can
build as big a tent city
as you can, make all
the arrangements but
there is some faith and
love for Ganga in some
people — they stay on
the sand and spend the
night under the open
sky and go home after
bathing in the morning.”
If 50 crore people are
expected at the Maha
Kumbh, 15-20 crore
are of this type, he
said. According to the
UP government, nearly
39 crore pilgrims have
visited the Maha Kumbh
till February 6.

On the stampede, he
called for an investiga-
tion into who ordered
the closure of pontoon
bridges “due to which
a huge crowd gathered
at the Sangam Nose”
where the stampede
occurred.

UP government has
formed a judicial com-
mission and now it is
their responsibility to
find who is at fault, he
said. Police blamed
abrupt overcrowding for
the incident.

When asked about
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s alle-
gations of “mismanage-
ment” at the Kumbh, he
said, “This is a ‘mela’,
not a five-star hotel.
Those who spend time
on the banks of Ganga,
sing bhajans in the
morning and return after
their ‘snan’ are not trou-
bled. Those who want
five-star service are
troubled.” Opposition
parties have decried
the stampede as Aditya-
nath’s mismanagement
of the mega gathering.

The Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj began on
January 13 and will con-
tinue till February 26.

Akhilesh demands toll fee

waiver for vehicles in UP during
Maha Kumbh

i

apur

31 Naxalites, 2 cops killed in encounter in
Chhattisgarh’s Bij

BIJAPUR, Feb 9 (Agencies): other from the Special Task

LUCKNOW, Feb 9
(Agencies): Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Sunday
demanded that toll
fee be waived off for
vehicles entering Uttar
Pradesh during the
duration of the Maha
Kumbh to reduce travel
hindrances and jams.

Due to heavy rush
of devotees, long traf-
fic jams are being wit-
nessed on roads lead-
ing to Prayagraj.

In a post on X, Yadav
said, “On the occasion
of Maha Kumbh, vehi-
cles should be made

toll free in UP, this will
reduce travel hindranc-
es and also the problem
of traffic jams. When
films can be made
entertainment tax free,
then why not vehicles

be made toll free on the
grand festival of Maha
Kumbh?”

The Maha Kumbh,
which started on Janu-
ary 13, will continue
until February 26.

In a major operation against
Left Wing Extremism, security
forces gunned down 31 Nax-
alites during an encounter in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur district
on Sunday, police said.

Two security personnel were
also killed and as many others
injured in the face-off, they said.

With this incident, 81 Nax-
alites have been gunned down
by security forces in separate
encounters in the state so far
this year.

The latest gunfight took place
at a forest in Indravati National
Park area in the morning when
a joint team of personnel from
different security forces was out
on an anti-Naxalite operation,
Inspector General of Police,

&

ST A e
Bastar Range, Sundarraj P
said.
“Thirty one Naxalites have
been killed in the encounter,”
he said.

A huge cache of weapons

and explosives has also been

seized from the site, the official
said.

Two security personnel, one
belonging to the state police’s
District Reserve Guard and the

Force, were also killed in the
gunfight and two others suf-
fered injuries, he said.

The two injured jawans, report-
ed to be out of danger, were
being airlifted to a better medi-
cal facility for treatment, he said.

Reinforcement has been
rushed to the spot and search
operation is still underway in the
area, he added.

Out of the 81 Naxalites gunned
down in the state so far this year,
65 were killed in the Bastar divi-
sion comprising seven districts,
including Bijapur.

Last year, 219 Naxalites were
neutralised by security forces in
separate encounters in Chhat-
tisgarh, according to police.

Hazare happy at Kejriwal’s defeat, silent on allegations against Modi

govt, claims Raut

MUMBAI, Feb 9
(Agencies): Veteran
social activist Anna
Hazare is happy at the
defeat of Arvind Kejriwal
in the Delhi Assembly
polls, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sanjay Raut said
on Sunday.

The BJP ended the
Aam Aadmi Party’s
reign in Delhi by win-
ning 48 seats in the
70-member Assem-
bly there. Among the
prominent losers was
Kejriwal from New Delhi
constituency. Raut also
questioned the silence

of Hazare on corruption
allegations made over
the past some years
against the Narendra
Modi government at the
Centre.

“Where was Hazare
when corruption
occurred during Modi’s
rule? Hazare is happy
over Kejriwal’'s defeat.
The country is being
looted with wealth con-
centrated in the hands
of a single industrialist.
How can democracy
continue in such a situ-
ation? What could be the
secret behind Hazare’s

silence at such a time,”
Raut questioned.
“There was a similar
pattern regarding voters’
list confusion in Maha-
rashtra as well as in
Delhi. However, Hazare
chose to remain silent

power in 2014, elections

had told him and “only

Manipur police arrest three
militants in Imphal West;
two from UNLF-Pambei, one

on such issues. Similar
complaints were made
in Haryana as well.
These will come up in
the Bihar polls too,” the
Shiv Sena (UBT) Rajya
Sabha MP said.

Since the BJP came to

have not followed con-
stitutional procedures,
he alleged. “Victory is
being secured through
manipulation and money
power,” Raut claimed.

The outcome of the
Delhi polls would have
been different if the AAP
and Congress had con-
tested in alliance, he
opined.

Hazare, while speak-
ing to reporters on Sat-
urday, after the Delhi poll
results were declared,
claimed Kejriwal did not
pay attention to what he

focussed on liquor”,
a reference to the
scrapped excise policy
brought in by the outgo-
ing government.

“I have always said a
candidate’s conduct and
thoughts must be pure.
His life should be with-
out blame and it must
involve sacrifice. These
are the qualities that
build trust among voters.
| had told this to Kejriwal
but he did not pay heed.
He was overwhelmed by
money power,” Hazare
had said a day earlier.

from PLA

IMPHAL, Feb 9
(Agencies): Manipur
Police arrested three
militants from Imphal
West district, an officer
said on Sunday.

Police arrested two
militants of the banned
United National Lib-
eration Front (UNLF-
Pambei) group from
Narankonijil area of the
district on Saturday.

The two militants were
involved in extortion
activity and also in ille-

gal smuggling of arms
and ammunition, the
officer said.

One .32 pistol and
Rs 3,120 in cash was
seized from their pos-
session, he said.

One militant of the
banned outfit People’s
Liberation Army (PLA)
involved in extortion
activity was arrested
from Kangjabi Leirak
Machin area on Satur-
day, the officer added.
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Trump is signing up local 1aw officers to help with
immigration enforcement

Advocates for immigrants, meanwhile, are raising alarm about new pacts that put

WASHINGTON, Feb 9
(Agencies): For years, the
Hamilton County Sheriff’s
Office in suburban Indianapolis
has wanted to partner with fed-
eral immigration authorities to
identify and detain immigrants
who are in the US illegally and
facing charges.

President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration never returned its
calls, the sheriff’s office said.
But as President Donald Trump
cracks down on illegal immigra-
tion, Hamilton County deputies
soon could become the first in
Indiana empowered to carry
out federal immigration duties
and one of many nationally that
Trump’s administration hopes
to enlist.

“We definitely are joining,”
Chief Deputy John Lowes told
agency. “We want to collabo-
rate with ICE to make sure we
keep our community safe.”

Under Trump, US Customs
and Immigration Enforcement
is reviving and expanding a
decades-old programme that
trains local law officers to inter-
rogate immigrants in their custo-
dy and detain them for potential
deportation. The 287(g) pro-
gramme — named for a section
of the 1996 law that created it —
currently applies only to those
already jailed or imprisoned on
charges.

But Trump’s border czar, Tom
Homan, recently told sheriffs
that he wants to expand it to
include local task forces that
can make arrests on the streets,
reviving a model that former
President Barrack Obama dis-
continued amid concerns about
racial profiling. It's unclear
whether that could allow local
officers to stop people solely to
check their immigration status.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
announced that the Florida
Highway Patrol had struck an
agreement with ICE to interro-
gate, arrest and detain immi-
grants suspected of being in
the country illegally and deliver
them to federal authorities.

The arrangement will help
“fulfill the president’s mission to
effectuate the largest deporta-
tion program in American his-
tory,” DeSantis said.

Advocates for immigrants,
meanwhile, are raising alarm
about new pacts that put local
law officers on immigration
enforcement.

“All of these agreements,
in practice, have the same
track record of racial profiling,
of sweeping in US citizens or
people who have lawful status,
of having a chilling effect in
terms of communities reporting
crime to local law enforcement
agencies,” said Nayna Gupta,
policy director at the nonprofit
American Immigration Council.

In the early 2000s, many of the
initial participants in the 287(g)
programme had agreements
that allowed them to enforce
immigration laws in their com-
munities, not just their jails.
But problems arose in several
places, including Arizona.

In 2011, a civil rights investi-
gation by the US Department
of Justice found that deputies
in Maricopa County, which
includes Phoenix, had engaged
in a pattern of racial profiling,
unlawful stops and arrests of
Latinos. The Department of
Homeland Security ended its
agreement with the county.

The program became “the
hallmark of far-right, anti-immi-
grant sheriffs” as a means “to
feed people on the basis of

their ethnicity into the deporta-
tion machine,” asserted Lena
Graber, senior staff attorney at
the nonprofit Immigrant Legal
Resource Center.

Inrecent years, ICE has offered
two types of 287(g) agreements
to law enforcement agencies.
One model requires four weeks
of training and allows local
officers to question suspected
noncitizens who are jailed on
other charges and detain them
for ICE. The other model, which
Trump launched during his first
term, requires just eight hours
of training and only allows local
officers to serve federal immi-
gration warrants.

As of December, ICE had
135 agreements with sheriff's
offices, police departments and
prison systems in 21 states,
with requests pending from 35
others. Two-thirds of the agree-
ments were in just three states
— Florida, Texas and North Car-
olina. But no agreements had
been signed during Biden’s four
years as president, according to
ICE data.

On his first day back in office,
Trump ordered the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to
maximize 287(g) agreements
for local law officers to inves-
tigate, apprehend and detain
immigrants. At a recent Nation-
al Sheriffs’ Association confer-
ence, Homan said the admin-
istration is looking to lighten
detention facility regulations and
shorten the training to encour-

age greater collaboration with
federal immigration officials.

The association’s president,
Kieran Donahue, applauded the
announcement.

“There’s going to be local sher-
iffs’ offices throughout the coun-
try, no question, they’re going to
sign onto this program,” Dona-
hue told the AP.

But Donahue is not planning
to sign up his own department
in Canyon County, Idaho.

“I don’t have that kind of man-
power,” he said, adding: “| have
no bed space in my facility.
Zero.”

The Florida Department of Law
Enforcement in 2002 was the
first to sign a 287(g) agreement
with the federal government,
running a task force for immigra-
tion enforcement. Twenty years
later, Florida became the first
state to require all local agen-
cies with county jails to join the
program or inform the state why
they couldn’t.

After a Venezuelan man who
was illegally in the U.S. killed
University of Georgia student
Laken Riley, Georgia passed a
law last year requiring local law
enforcement agencies to apply
for the programme.

This year, Republican lawmak-
ers in about a dozen states are
seeking to require or incentiv-
ize cooperative agreements
with ICE. One measure is spon-
sored by Texas state Rep. David
Spiller, a Republican who also
authored a law allowing any law
enforcement officer to arrest
migrants suspected of entering
the country illegally. That law is
on hold amid a legal challenge.

Spiller said mandatory par-
ticipation in ICE programs is
essential.

“President Trump and border
czar Homan cannot remove and
deport all the people that are a
public safety threat to our state
and our nation over the next
year and a half without the help
of our local law enforcement,”
Spiller said.

N Korea blames US, Japan,
South Korea for tensions
in region; vows to bolster

nuke forces

In his speech during his visit to North Korea’s Ministry of
National Defence, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)

reported on Sunday that Kim referred to a series of new plans for
bolstering ‘all deterrences’ and reaffirmed the country’s ‘unshak-
able policy of more highly developing the nuclear forces.’

SEOUL, Feb 9
(Agencies): North
Korean leader Kim
Jong-un, whom Ameri-
can President Donald
Trump says he shares
a good relationship
with, has blamed the
United States, Japan
and South Korea for
escalating tensions in
the region, saying the
allies’ military coop-
eration has destabi-
lized the security envi-
ronment, as per state
media of the nuclear-
armed country.

In his speech during
his visit to North
Korea’s Ministry of
National Defence, Kim
referred to a series of
new plans for bolstering
“all deterrences” and
reaffirmed the country’s
“unshakable policy of
more highly develop-
ing the nuclear forces,”
Yonhap reported citing
the Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA).

Further, the North
Korean leader criticiz-
dc the United States for
“standing in the centre
behind the scene of the
war machine,” Japa-
nese news outlet Kyodo
report cited KCNA.

US nuclear strategic
assets deployed on
the Korean Peninsula,
the US-led nuclear war
simulation exercises
and the US-Japan-
South Korea military
cooperation are “invit-
ing military imbalance”
on the peninsula and in
Northeast Asia, caus-
ing “a new conflicting
structure” and posing a
grave challenge to North
Korea, Kim was quoted
as saying.

While stressing the
need for vigilance
against the trilateral
“military alliance,” Kim
also voiced concern
that their collaboration
could bring about the
formation of a “NATO
of Asian version,” the
Korean news agency
further said.

The development
came after the first in-
person summit between
Donald Trump and the
Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shigeru Ishiba in
Washington on Febru-
ary 7.

Kim also blamed the
US for the Russia-
Ukraine war, express-
ing “serious concern”
that the US and Western

countries are prolonging
the war with the “unre-
alizable dream to deal
strategic setbacks to
Russia.

Notably, North Korea is
an active participant in
the war in Ukraine with
having deployed over
11,000 troops to assist
Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin’s war effort.

After White House
released a statement
saying that Washing-
ton will seek “complete
denuclearization of
North Korea,” under
Trump, North Korea
said Saturday its nucle-
ar weapons are not a
“bargaining chip” but
designed for combat use
against any attempts by
its enemies to invade
the North, reaffirming its
stance to further devel-
op its nuclear arsenal.

Meanwhile, Trump
said that the US “will
have relations with
North Korea” at a joint
press conference with
Japanese PM Shigeru
Ishiba.

“We had a good rela-
tionship and | think it's a
very big asset for every-
body that | do get along
with him. | get along with
him, he gets along with
me. And that’'s a good
thing, not a bad thing,”
Trump said.

In his first term as US
President, Trump had
held two summit meet-
ings with Kim in Singa-
pore in June 2018 and
a second summit in
Hanoi, Vietnam in 2019.

Sam Nujoma, Namibia’s fiery

freedom fighter, first
president, dies aged 95

WINDHOEK, Feb 9 (Agencies): Sam Nujoma, the
fiery freedom fighter who led Namibia to indepen-
dence from apartheid South Africa in 1990 and served
as its first president for 15 years, and was known as
the father of the nation, has died. He was 95.

Nujoma’s death was announced Sunday by current
Namibian President Nangolo Mbumba. Mbumba said
Nujoma died on Saturday night after being hospital-
ised in the capital, Windhoek.

Nujoma was revered in his homeland as a charis-
matic father figure who steered his country to democ-
racy and stability after long colonial rule by Germany
and a bitter war of independence from South Africa.

He was the last of a generation of African leaders
who led their countries out of colonial or white minority
rule that included South Africa’s Nelson Mandela, Zim-
babwe’s Robert Mugabe, Zambia’'s Kenneth Kaunda
and Mozambique’s Samora Machel.

Many Namibians credited Nujoma’s leadership for
the process of national healing and reconciliation after
the deep divisions caused by the independence war
and South Africa’s policies of dividing the country into
ethnically based regional governments, with separate
education and health care for each race.

Even his political opponents praised Nujoma — who
was branded a Marxist and accused of ruthless sup-
pression of dissent while in exile — for establishing
a democratic Constitution and involving white busi-
nessmen and politicians in government after inde-
pendence.

Despite his pragmatism and nation-building at home,
Nujoma often hit foreign headlines for his fierce anti-
Western rhetoric. He claimed AIDS was a man-made
biological weapon and also occasionally waged a
verbal war on homosexuality, calling gays “idiots”
and branding homosexuality a “foreign and corrupt
ideology”.

ISLAMABAD, Feb
9 (Agencies): Jailed
former Pakistan pre-
mier Imran Khan on
Sunday penned an open
letter to Army chief Gen
Asim Munir in which he
criticised the military’s
unlawful actions and its
engagement in politics
and urged it “to return to
its constitutional limits”.

In the letter posted on
X, the Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) founder alleged
mistreatment in prison,
including placing him in
solitary confinement in
a death-row cell for 20
days with no access to
sunlight or electricity.

Khan has been incar-
cerated in Adiala Jail
Rawalpindi for over a
year.

This follows his first
letter on February 3,
which urged the military
to review its approach
towards national secu-
rity and governance.

After the first letter,
security sources said it
had not been received
by the military and dis-
missed reports in the
media about its exis-
tence. They claimed that
the establishment was
not interested in receiv-
ing such a letter.

In his latest letter, Khan
said the response to “my
(first) letter was dismis-
sive and irresponsible”,
adding that his concern
“is purely for the reputa-
tion of our armed forces
and the dangerous con-
sequences of the wid-
ening gulf between the
military and the public.
This is why | wrote this
letter”.

He highlighted six
points that have deep-
ened the rift between
the people and the mili-
tary.

These points included
the manipulation of elec-
tion results through pre-
poll rigging orchestrated
by intelligence agen-
cies, the forced pas-
sage of the 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment in
Parliament at gunpoint
to take control of the
judiciary and appoint
handpicked judges and
the imposition of draco-
nian legislation like the
amendments to PECA
(Prevention of Electron-
ic Crimes Act) to silence
dissent.

Khan noted that politi-
cal instability and the
“might is right” policy
plunged the country’s
economy into chaos.
Khan regretted that the
country’s “largest politi-
cal party” was being tar-
geted and all state insti-
tutions were being used
for political engineering
and revenge.

He mentioned that if
a public referendum
were held on the six
points he highlighted, “I
believe that 90 per cent
of Pakistanis would sup-
port them”.

He said these alleged
actions were not only
harming public senti-
ment but also worsen-
ing the rift between the
people and the army.

“For Pakistan’s sta-
bility and security, it is
imperative to bridge the
growing gap between
the military and the
public,” he wrote in the
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“The only way to
achieve this is for the
military to return to its
constitutional limits,
disengage from politics
and fulfil its designated
responsibilities,” he
said.

The letter came
after several leaders
of Khan’s party were
arrested on Saturday
as it held rallies to mark
February 8 as ‘Black
Day’ over the alleged
rigging of the general
elections last year.

“The army is a vital
institution of the country,
but a few black sheep
within it are causing
severe damage to its
reputation,” Khan said.

Khan also accused a
military officer stationed
at Adiala Jail of

orchestrating harass-
ment and rights viola-
tions against him.

“This officer ignores
court orders and
behaves like an ‘occu-

pying’ force,” he alleged.

Khan claimed that he
was kept in complete
isolation for 20 days in a
dark cell with no access
to sunlight. Electricity to
his cell was cut off for
five days, leaving him
in darkness, and even
his exercise equipment,
television and newspa-
pers were confiscated
and access to books
was arbitrarily restrict-
ed.

He claimed that he
was allowed only three
phone calls with his sons
in six months, despite
court orders permitting
more. PTI workers trav-
elling from distant areas
were denied meetings
with him.

He also accused the
authorities of violating
court orders by deny-
ing him meetings with
his wife, Bushra Bibi,
whom he alleged was
being kept in solitary
confinement.

He claimed that four

convictions against him
were politically motivat-
ed, with judges allegedly
forced into issuing pre-
determined verdicts.

Khan said that one
judge allegedly suffered
severe stress-related
health issues due to
the pressure of ruling
against him and that the
PTI was being targeted
through pre-poll rigging
and forced electoral out-
comes.

Khan said that on
May 9, 2023, and Nov
26, 2024, the govern-
ment allegedly brutally
cracked down on peace-
ful PTI supporters.

“Live ammunition was
fired at peaceful citi-
zens. Under the guise
of political retaliation,
raids were conducted
on the homes of hun-
dreds of thousands of
citizens over the past
three years. More than
20,000 of our workers
and supporters were
arrested, while hun-
dreds were abducted
and subjected to tor-
ture,” Khan alleged.

“Thousands of inno-
cent people were
imprisoned for months
on false charges. Due
to pressure from intel-
ligence agencies, over
2,000 of our workers,
supporters and party
leaders have had their
bail petitions indefinitely
delayed by high court
judges,” he added.

He said the treatment
of PTI’s female support-
ers over the past three
years had been shame-
ful and deeply concern-
ing. “Never before in

Army should return to its constitutional limits: Imran Khan

Pakistan’s history have
politicians’ female family
members been targeted
in this manner,” he said.

“This goes against
our traditions and has
fuelled growing resent-
ment against the mili-
tary. If corrective mea-
sures are not taken
immediately, the con-
sequences for both the
military and the country
could be irreversible,”
he cautioned.

Khan warned that con-
tinued actions against
PTI were deepen-
ing public resentment
towards the military. He
alleged that a few indi-
viduals within the insti-
tution were harming its
reputation and causing
lasting damage.

“Our soldiers are
making sacrifices for
Pakistan, and for suc-
cess in the war against
terrorism, it is essential
that the nation stands
behind its military,”
Khan wrote.

“However, it is deeply
concerning that due
to the establishment’s
policies and unlawful
actions, public resent-
ment towards the mili-
tary is continuously
increasing. This is a
violation of the military’s
oath. No national army
treats its own citizens
this way,” he alleged.

If corrective measures
are not taken, the wid-
ening divide between
the military and the
Public will become a
dangerous fault line in
terms of national secu-
rity, he said.
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SAMBA, Feb 9: On
the occasion of Kabir
Sahib’s Antardhyan
Diwas, Sadguru Mad-
huparamhans Ji Maha-
raj, while delighting the
congregation with the
nectar of his discourses
in Rakhbandhu, said
that there have been
many devotees in the
world, they did devotion,
but could not under-
stand devotion.
Devotion means to be
away from Bhaag. There
are 14 worlds in Bhaag.
No one can escape from
it. There have been
many fights in the world
over this. Mahabhara-
ta happened for this.
Ram-Ravan war hap-
pened for this. Not only
humans, other creatures
also kill each other for
this thing. When a cow
comes into menstrua-
tion, many bulls follow
her. Then they fight with
each other. Lions also

do the same. Dogs also
do the same thing.
Kabir Sahib never
married, but people
made big things. Loi
was made his wife. Loi
means knowledge. He is
saying that listen people
Loi. He did not come to
the world with the body
of Maya. He appeared
on his own and even
when he left, his body
was not found.

That is why Kabir Sahib
only has his disappear-
ance day. There is no
death day. No one else
has his disappearance
day. All the saints have
said a lot about Kabir
Sahib. But Garibdas ji
and Dadu Dayal ji have
said something amaz-
ing.

They said that many
saints are like wells.
Many saints are like
rivers. But the true Kabir
Sahib is the ocean.
Once Dadu Dayal ji
was in a meeting. He
was doing satsang. He

asked whoever has
seen Kabir Sahib, raise
their hands. An old man
stood up and said that
he has seen him. Dadu
Dayal asked how did
you see him. He said
that my grandfather was
a devotee of Kabir Sahib
and was in the army of
Kashi King. He used
to take me along. One
day | saw that wherever
Kabir Sahib was sitting,
everything behind him
was visible. When | went
behind again, every-
thing in front was visible.
Dadu Dayal asked his
disciples to bring water.
Dadu Dayal washed the
eyes of that old man and
drank it. His disciples
said what is this. He said
that blessed are those
eyes that saw Kabir
Sahib.

Sahib said that | am
not against any devo-
tion. The true name of
Sahib that you got, in
that someone among
your ancestors had
done devotion of Sahib.
You got the name due
to his good deeds. Or
you got the name when
you came in contact with
him. Or you did Sagun
Bhakti for many births,
even then you get the
name of Sahib due to
its good deeds. That is
why | am not against
any devotion.

Bukhari expresses
solidarity with
Sonamarg fire victims

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb 9:
Apni Party President
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari on Sunday
expressed grief and
sorrow over the exten-
sive damage caused by
a devastating fire in the
Sonamarg market on
Saturday evening.
Pertinently, more than
50 shops, including res-
taurants, were gutted,
resulting in significant
damage to property and
goods at the tourist des-
tination of Sonamarg
last evening.

In his statement, Syed
Mohammad Altaf Bukhai
said, “The devastat-
ing fire in Sonamarg
has caused extensive

damage, which is deeply
distressing. | extend my
heartfelt sympathies to
the victims. Thankfully,
there was no loss of life
in this tragic incident.
However, those affected
have suffered immense
losses, which is truly
heartbreaking.”

Urging authorities to
provide compensa-
tion to the fire victims,
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari said, “The reha-
bilitation process must
begin soon, and the
administration should
not waste any time in
providing assistance
and adequate compen-
sation to the victims so
they can rebuild their
businesses as quickly
as possible.”

ZNS NIST Shiksha Academy hosts

Grand Bridal Ph

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Feb 9:
ZNS NIST Shiksha
Academy, Udhampur,
successfully organized
a Bridal Photo Shoot
Event at Malhar Resort,
providing a dynamic
platform for students to
showcase their exper-
tise as professional
makeup artists. The
event featured breath-
taking bridal transfor-
mations, where over 50
students displayed their
skills on professional
models, blending tradi-
tional and modern bridal
aesthetics with remark-
able creativity and pre-
cision.

Dr. Jagdish Chander,
Secretary/CEQ of

KVIB J&K, graced the
occasion as the Chief
Guest and lauded the
students and faculty for
their outstanding efforts.
He underscored the sig-
nificance of vocational
education in equipping
youth with industry-
relevant skills and com-
mended the

oto Shoot event

academy for its commit-
ment to bridging the gap
between education and
professional careers.

The event concluded
with high praise for the
students’ efforts, rein-
forcing ZNS NIST Shik-
sha Academy’s role in
shaping future profes-
sionals in the beauty
and makeup industry.

District level Sports Meet
organised by NYKS concludes

Top News Report

POONCH, Feb 9: The
2 days District Level
Sports Meet organised
by Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Govt of
India successfully con-
cluded today at Poonch.
The program was held
under the aegis of MY
Bharat (Mera Yuva
Bharat) an initiative of
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports.

A total of 6 Sports
Events were organised
under the Meet in which
the winners of 6 clusters
level sports meet partici-
pated. The cluster level
meet were held in the
months of December,
2024 and January 2025
in Poonch, Mendhar,
Surankote and Mandi.
In the Volleyball Mens
Group event, Chandak
youth club emerged vic-

torious while the Makh-
doomi Youth Club Mandi
emerged runner up. In
the Kho Kho Women’s
Round, HSS Seri kha-
waja emerged victorious
while Mendhar MM was
the Runner Up.

In the Badminton Sin-
gles Women Round,
Shabnam secured First
and Second Spot while
Rozia Nazir was third.
In the Skipping Rope
Women Round, Neha
secured the top spot
while Nazish Fareed
were the runner ups.
In the 100 Metre Men’s
Event, Sajid Rafiq,
Azeem Khan , Rafiq
Ahmed secured first,
second amd third prize
respectively. In the
Men’s Shot Put Event,
Mohd Hans , Sajid Rafiq
and Mohd Hans secured
first, second and Third
prize respectively.
Pankaj Sudan JKPS

DySP Hqgrs Poonch,
Dr Shameem Ahmed
Banday HoD Zoology
GDC Poonch and Aijaz
Choudhary DySP Ops
Poonch graced the
tournament as Guests.
The Guests congratu-
lated the winners and
lauded the efforts of
the departments in suc-
cessful holding of the
event. They extended
their best wishes to the
winners for the UT Level
Tournament.

The program was held
under the guidance
of Nitin Hangloo DYO
NYKS Rajouri. Ex Sar-
panches were also pres-
ent in the Event.

Mohd Shafiq State Level
Resource Person NYKS
coordinated the event.
Sarfaraz Ahmed, Mag-
sood Ahmed, Waseem
Ahmed and other youth
club members also
coordinated the event.

Forest Conservator Chenab
Circle Sandeep Kumar visits
Anjole village, hears public

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Feb 9:
Conservator of For-
ests, Chenab Circle
Division Doda, Sand-
eep Kumar |IFS,
paid his maiden
visit to Anjole village
in Thakraie Forest
Range, Division Doda,
where he held a griev-
ance camp and inter-
acted with the local
villagers.
Accompanied by
Forest Range Officer
Sajjad Ahmed and
other officials, the
Conservator listened
to various demands
raised by the inhabit-
ants of Anjole. Key
concerns included the
supply of Kail timber,
construction of a forest
hut building, and the
development of paths
in the forest area to

improve connectivity
between villages.
Assuring the villag-
ers, Sandeep Kumar
stated that all genuine
demands would be
addressed at the earli-
est. He also issued a
stern warning against
timber smuggling,
emphasizing that
strict action would be
taken against anyone
involved in illegal
green felling. He urged
locals to remain vigi-
lant and immediately
report any unauthor-
ized cutting of trees to
the forest authorities.
The villagers
expressed their appre-
ciation for the Con-
servator’s proactive
approach in protecting
natural resources and
addressing their con-
cerns.

Max Hospital, Mohali Organizes
Seminar on ‘Clinical Updates on
Breast Cancer 2025’

Eall i

Top News Report

JAMMU / MOHALLI, Feb
9: Max Super Specialty
Hospital, Mohali, hosted
a seminar today titled
‘Clinical Updates on
Breast Cancer 2025’
The event brought
together over 80 oncol-
ogy experts from Tricity
and Punjab to discuss
the latest advancements
in oncology, specifical-
ly focusing on breast
cancer treatment.

The seminar was led by
Dr. Sachin Gupta, Direc-
tor, Medical Oncology
and Hemato-Oncology,
Max Super Specialty
Hospital, Mohali. It
began with a warm wel-
come from Dr. Gupta,
who set the tone for the
event, emphasizing the
importance of learning,
innovation, and collabo-
ration in healthcare.
During the seminar,
Dr. Sachin Gupta
addressed the audi

ence, stating, “The treat-
ment for breast cancer
depends on the subtype
of cancer and its stage.
If the cancer has spread
beyond the breast to the
lymph nodes (stages Il
or lll) or other parts of
the body (stage V),
the treatment plan may
vary. Today, thanks to
precision diagnosis and
personalized medicine,
breast cancer patients
can be managed more
effectively. In recent
years, several new tar-
geted therapies have
been approved for
breast cancer, but there
remains a need for
more and better treat-
ment options, especially
for complex cases like
triple-negative breast
cancer, where chemo-
therapy is currently the
only option.”

Dr. Gupta further
explained, “Radiation
therapy plays a crucial
role in treating residual

microscopic cancer cells
leftin the breast tissue or
lymph nodes, reducing
the chances of cancer
recurring on the chest
wall. In more advanced
stages, cancer can
erode through the skin,
leading to open sores
(ulceration), though
these may not always
be painful. Women
with breast wounds
that do not heal should
seek medical attention
to have a biopsy per-
formed.”
Technological innova-
tions such as radiomics
and artificial intelligence,
along with the tireless
efforts of researchers,
have opened the door
to precision diagnosis,
enhanced treatment
strategies, and more
personalized care for
breast cancer patients.
The future of breast
cancer treatment is
being shaped by the
dedication and commit-
ment of the scientific
community.
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Delhi CM Atishi
submits resigna-
tion to Lt Governor
Saxena

new government,” Raj Niwas, Delhi
posted from its official X handle.
The LG dissolved the Delhi Assem-
bly effective from Saturday, Febru-
ary 8.

A notification by the assembly sec-
retariat issued a day before read,
“In exercise of the power conferred
upon me by sub-section (2)(b) of
section 6 of the Government of
National Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991, |, Vinai Kumar Saxena,
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,
hereby dissolve the Seventh Leg-
islative Assembly of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi with effect
from February 8, 2025.”

The BJP returned to power in Delhi
after more than 26 years, winning
48 of the 70 assembly seats. The
AAP won 22 seats while the Con-
gress drew a blank in the polls held
on February 5.

Atishi took oath as chief minister
in September last year after AAP
convenor and her predecessor
Arvind Kejriwal resigned from the
post amid corruption allegations
against him.

AAP spokesperson Priyanka
Kakkar on Sunday said the party
will play the role of a “constructive
opposition” in Delhi.

“We accept the people’s mandate
with all humility. AAP is a party
which understands, recognises
and works on its mistakes. We will
definitely look into the reason our
vote share has reduced,” she said.
“We will play the role of a con-
structive opposition and will make
sure that we will hold the BJP
accountable to the promises they
have made for the people of Delhi,”
she added.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri assured that
the administration would provide all
possible help to the affected shop-
keepers and business owners. “I
request all establishments to take
preventive measures and opt for
insurance. No one would have
thought two days ago that such
an incident would occur,” he said.
He said that fire acts like an enemy,
and we must take precautionary
measures to mitigate its impact.
The unfortunate incident led to sig-
nificant financial losses, though,
fortunately, there was no loss of
life due to the alertness and quick
response of local residents and the
administration, he added.

Div Com Bidhuri informed that land
has been identified for the estab-

lishment of a Fire and Emergency
Service Station in Sonamarg to
improve fire safety measures in
the area. “As an interim measure,
two fire tenders will be stationed at
Z-Morh and near the Youth Hostel
to ensure a prompt response to
emergencies,” he added.

He further stated that relief mea-
sures are being proposed for the
affected shopkeepers and discus-
sions with market associations
have been held.

“We have assured them that they
will be provided all possible assis-
tance to resume their normal lives
at the earliest,” he said.

J&K Police inten-
sify inspections to
curh misuse of SIM
cards hy Terrorists

citizens to exercise caution
regarding SIM cards issued in their
names.

Any individual found facilitating
the misuse of SIM cards for ter-
rorism or organised crime will face
strict legal consequences, police
warned.

Tarun Chugh slams
AAP after Delhi
bypoll defeat, calls
It ‘peonle’s punish-

Delhi. He described the defeat
of the opposition INDI alliance in
Delhi as the “last nail in the coffin”
for the coalition, suggesting its
political relevance is fading.

Chugh’s remarks come amid
growing tensions between BJP
and the opposition, with the results
seen as a significant setback for
AAP and its allies.

PDP’s litija Mulfti
Meets family of
youth who died
by suicide after
alleged torture in
Kathua

wrote on X, “Finally lltija man-
aged to reach Bilawer in Kathua
to meet the bereaved family of
Makhan Din, who was driven to
suicide by police torture.”

“It's deeply saddening that she
(litija) had to endure so many
obstacles and travel like a fugitive
just to offer comfort to the victim’s
family. The ruling party has shirked
responsibility conveniently attrib-
uting all issues to the Lieutenant
Governor. However, as a respon-
sible opposition PDP will always
strive to reach out to the people to
offer solace,” she said.

On Saturday, lltija claimed in a

social media post that she and her
mother were under house arrest in
Srinagar.

“lintended to visit Kathua to meet
Makhan Din’s family and (I) am not
being allowed to even move out.
Nothing has changed in Kashmir
even after elections. Now even
comforting the families of victims is
being criminalised,” she said on X.

“My mother and | both have
been placed under house arrest.
Our gates have been locked up
because she (Mehbooba) was
meant to visit Sopore where
Waseem Mir (truck driver) was
shot dead by the army,” lltija said.

Liguor, Non-Vey
Food prohibited
aroundvaishno
Devi Shrine for two
more months

Suraksha Sanhita, the officials
said.

Besides the track, the prohibi-
tion would be applicable in villages
within a distance of up to two Km
on either sides of the track, includ-
ing Arli, Hansali and Matyal vil-
lages, within 200 metres on either
sides of Katra-Tikri road, includ-
ing villages Chamba, Serli and
Bhagta and within 200 metres on
either side of Katra-Jammu road
including villages Kundrorian, Kotli
Bajallian, Nomain and Maghal, the

officials said.

The ban also covers 200 metres
on both sides of Katra-Reasi road
from Katra to Nau Devian and
Aghar Jitto and Nau Devian mar-
kets, within 200 metres on either
side of railway station Katra-Sool
Road and within 100 metre on
either side of Panthal-Domail road.

Three cops injured
as Mehhooha Muf-
ti's escortvehicle
skids off road in
Baramulla

vehicle in the cavalcade of former
Chief Minister and PDP Presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti met with
an accident in Hadipora village of
Block Rohama in morth Kashmir’s
Baramulla district on Sunday.

An official told Kashmir Dot Com
that the Bolero escort vehicle bear-
ing registration no. CH 80395 lost
control and skidded off the road,
injuring three police personnel.

The injured policemen have
been identified as Head Con-
stable Firdous Ahmad, Selection
Grade Constable Mohd Ayaz, and
Selection Grade Constable Nisar
Ahmad.

He said, the injured personnel
were shifted to the hospital for
treatment where there conditions
is said to be stable.

Meanwhile, police have taken
cognizance of the incident.
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By 2041, India’s real estate market will double to
19.9 pc of GDP from 7.3 pc now

By 2030, the market size is expected to reach USD 1 trillion, a sharp rise from USD 200 billion in

2021. The retail, hospitality, and commercial real estate segments are also witnessing significant
growth, providing crucial infrastructure for India’s expanding economy.

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): India’s real estate sector
is poised for massive expan-
sion, projected to grow to USD
5.8 trillion by 2047, contributing
15.5 per cent to the country’s
GDP, up from the current 7.3 per
cent, according to CIRIL report.

By 2030, the market size is
expected to reach USD 1 tril-
lion, a sharp rise from USD
200 billion in 2021. The retail,
hospitality, and commercial
real estate segments are also
witnessing significant growth,
providing crucial infrastructure
for India’s expanding economy.

The real estate market is set
to maintain strong investment
momentum in 2025, backed by
robust domestic economic fun-
damentals and a strategic focus
on technology and ESG (Envi-
ronmental, Social, and Gover-
nance) integration in investment
decisions. The government is
expected to extend infrastruc-

ture development beyond metro
cities to achieve its Vision 2047.

The sector has shown remark-
able performance in 2024, with
residential, office, logistics,
hospitality, and retail segments
expected to grow at a CAGR
of 9.2 per cent between 2024-

2028. Urbanization, rental
market growth, and steady price
appreciation are key factors
driving this upward trajectory.
Vijay Sarathi, Chairman of
CIRIL, said, “We expect 2025
to continue its strong growth
momentum with new invest-

ment avenues emerging in
tourism and hospitality, retail,
warehousing, co-working, and
co-living projects.”

India’s economic growth is pro-
jected at 6.6 per cent in 2025,
driven by private consump-
tion and investment, accord-
ing to a United Nations report.
Increased capital expenditure
on infrastructure is expected to
have strong multiplier effects on
economic expansion.

Investment in real estate
remains strong, with Domes-
tic Institutional Investors (DlIs)
reaching a record-high 16.46
per cent market share in Sep-
tember 2024, up from 16.25 per
cent, with net inflows of Rs1.03
lakh crore.

Despite foreign institutional
investor (FII) outflows in October
2024, DIl investment remained
at record levels, a trend expect-
ed to continue in 2025.
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Another rate cut expected by April
if inflation remains favourable: SBI
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NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agencies): The
Reserve Bank of India’s commitment to
long-term price stability and sustained
economic growth remains unwavering,
with analysts anticipating another rate
cut as early as April - provided inflation
continues to trend favourably, accord-
ing to SBI research.

SBI stated, “April could see the next
rate cut again.”

The policy’s clear communication and
data-driven approach reinforce market
confidence while keeping regulatory
scrutiny intact.

The central bank has acknowledged
that food inflation remains a key factor,
influenced by positive indicators like
strong kharif production and easing
vegetable prices, but also mentioned
risks such as adverse weather events.

A key highlight of the policy state-
ment is the emphasis on flexible infla-
tion targeting (FIT). The RBI reaffirmed
that FIT effectively combines rules with
discretionary decisions, ensuring that

regulatory measures evolve based on
economic conditions.

Reflecting this approach, the RBI has
deferred the implementation of draft
norms for the Liquidity Coverage Ratio
(LCR), Expected Credit Loss (ECL),
and provisioning guidelines, allowing
for further assessment before enforce-
ment.

The introduction of forward contracts
in government securities (G-sec) is
expected to enhance price discovery
and liquidity. Allowing physical settle-
ment alongside cash settlement will
make bond trading more efficient.

The RBI has retained its FY25 infla-
tion forecast at 4.8 per cent, with Q4
inflation projected at 4.4 per cent. For
FY26, CPI inflation is estimated at 4.2
per cent.

As anticipated, the MPC has unani-
mously voted to adjust the repo rate for
the first time in two years, lowering it by
25 basis points to 6.25 per cent.

The committee also reaffirmed its
commitment to a neutral monetary
policy stance, maintaining a clear focus
on ensuring sustained alignment of
inflation with the target while fostering
economic growth.

The RBI Governor highlighted the
effectiveness of the flexible inflation
targeting (FIT) framework, emphasizing
how the central bank has successfully
managed to keep inflation within the
prescribed range.

Union Bank of India sees lower inflation for
FY25 and FY26 than MPC estimates

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): The Union Bank of India
highlighted that inflation for FY25
could be lower than the Monetary
Policy Committee’s (MPC) revised
forecast of 4.4 per cent, with Q4
FY25 Consumer Price Index (CPI)
inflation likely tracking at 4 per
cent. For FY26, the bank projects
inflation at 4.0 per cent, slightly
below the MPC’s estimate of 4.2
per cent.

It has raised concerns over
downside risks to India’s growth
and inflation projections for the
coming years.

The UBI stated, “MPC revised
FY25 growth projection to 6.4 per
cent from 6.6 per cent previously
even as it projects recovery to 6.7
per cent in FY26. We see down-
side risk to 6.4 per cent growth
forecast for FY25 as it assumes
Dec’24 quarter growth above 6.5
per cent while its tracking close to
6 per cent as of now.”

It added, “However, we are still
pencilling in FY26 growth at 6.5
per cent from 6-6.2 per cent this

year; 7 per cent growth in Q2 FY26
looks optimistic to us in the current
global environment.”

Looking ahead, the bank main-
tains an FY26 growth estimate of
6.5 per cent, though it remains cau-
tious about the MPC’s optimism
regarding a 7 per cent growth rate
in Q2 FY26 amid global economic
challenges.

Union Bank of India maintains its
view of a shallow rate cut cycle,
initially expecting a total reduction
of 50 basis points, with 25 basis

points already implemented.

Given the ongoing global uncer-
tainty, the bank expects the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
assess further rate cuts around
April. It notes that with the MPC’s
4.2 per cent CPI forecast for FY26,
the repo rate is likely to settle at 6
per cent, while inflation risks will
continue to be monitored closely.

The RBI-led MPC unanimously
decided to reduce the policy repo
rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 per
cent--the first rate cut in five years.

However, it maintained a neu-
tral stance to retain policy flexibil-
ity amid global financial volatility,
trade uncertainties, and potential
climate-related disruptions. The
committee emphasized that while
growth is expected to recover from
Q2 FY25 lows, it remains lower
than the previous year.

Inflation is expected to moderate
further in FY26, aligning with the
4 per cent target, supported by a
favourable food inflation outlook
and the transmission of past mon-
etary policy actions.

Lab Grown diamonds will drive $ 1 billion global
diamond certification market by 2028: Report

NEW DELHI, Feb 9
(Agencies): The global
diamond certification
market is projected to
grow to USD 1 billion
by 2028, up from USD
600 million currently,
driven by a 25 per cent
increase in lab-grown
diamond (LGD) certi-
fications, according to
Morgan Stanley.

In December, India’s
LGD imports surged by
50 per cent month-on-
month, while exports
rose by 26 per cent,
indicating inventory
buildup and market
share expansion.

India is a key player in
the global LGD indus-
try, ranking first in LGD
exports with a 29 per
cent market share.
Alongside China, India
accounts for nearly 80
per cent of global LGD
production.

market.

IGI, a key player in this
industry, is well-posi-
tioned to benefit from
this surge. The company
is projected to enhance
its EBITDA margins from
54.6 per cent in 2024 to
56.9 per cent in 2026,
reinforcing its strong
market presence and
operational efficiency.

IGI is set for robust
earnings growth, driven

IGI is the second-
largest global diamond
certification provider,
holding a 33 per cent
market share. It domi-
nates 65 per cent of the
LGD certification market
and has a 42 per cent
market share in studded
jewellery certification.

In India, IGl enjoys
a 50 per cent market
share in certification
services, benefiting from
the country’s position as

a hub for diamond cut-
ting and polishing.
Certification is a defen-
sive business with high
barriers to entry, similar
to credit rating agencies
in the financial sector.
The industry is largely
controlled by Gemologi-
cal Institute of America
(GIA) and International
Gemological Institute
(IGl), which together
account for 80 per cent
of the global certification

by rising demand for
diamond certification
services, particularly in
the lab-grown diamond
(LGD) segment, accord-
ing to Morgan Stanley.

The company is
expected to deliver a 14
per cent revenue CAGR
over 2024-28, supported
by strong growth in India
(14 per cent), the Neth-
erlands (16 per cent),
and Belgium (13 per
cent).

Some species are susceptible to
broad range of viruses: Study

LONDON, Feb 9
(Agencies): A study on
fruit flies revealed that
certain species are
extremely vulnerable to
a variety of viruses.

In the study - by the
University of Exeter -
35 fruit fly species were
exposed to 11 different
viruses of diverse types

As expected, fly spe-
cies that were less
affected by a certain
virus also tended to
respond well to related
viruses.

But the findings also
show “positive correla-
tions in susceptibility”
to viruses in general. In
other words, fly species
that were resistant to
one virus were gener-
ally resistant to others
- including very different
types of virus.

“Large-scale tests like
this help us understand
how pathogens shift to
new host species, with
findings broadly appli-
cable to other animals -
including humans,” said
Dr Ryan Imrie, now at
the MRC-University
of Glasgow Centre for
Virus Research.

“These flies shared a
common ancestor 50
million years ago, giving
them equivalent diver-
sity to mammals, and
so we are asking ques-
tions over the evolution-
ary distances which host

shifts typically occur.
Lots of people are trying
to predict the next pan-
demic.

“It's impossible to test
every virus, so we need
to try and understand
general rules about how
viruses behave in new
hosts.”

Professor Ben Long-
don, of the Centre for
Ecology and Conserva-
tion on Exeter’s Penryn
Campus in Cornwall,
added: “Information
about new viruses can
partly be inferred from
their relatedness to
existing viruses.”

“However, a small
number of mutations
can change that - giving
new viruses very differ-
ent properties than their
close relatives.”

“Studies like this can
help reveal the fun-
damental processes
behind this.”

Susceptibility in the
study was measured by

“viral load” - how much a
virus had replicated and
persisted two days into
an infection.

Explaining why some
fly species might be
generally poor at resist-
ing viruses, Dr Longdon
said: “Immunity is very
costly, so the highly sus-
ceptible species in our
study may be ones that
evolved in an environ-
ment with relatively few
viruses, or species that
viruses are particularly
well able to hijack and
successfully infect.”

“We found no negative
correlations (where high
resistance to one virus
came with low resis-
tance to another).”

“This could suggest
that, as fruit fly immune
systems have evolved
in response to infection,
they have not resulted
in ‘trade-offs’ where
increased resistance to
one virus has decreased
resistance to others.”

More screen time
may lower language
development skills in
toddlers: Study

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agencies): Increased exposure
to screens, such as television and smartphones, may
lead to lower language development skills in toddlers,
according to an international study.

The findings led by researchers from 20 Latin Ameri-
can countries found that book exposure and shared
screen time with adults could boost language skills
in toddlers.

The researchers analysed data from 1,878 toddlers
aged 12 to 48 months across Latin America between
August 2021 and March 2023. The toddlers were
evaluated based on parent-reported surveys of screen
use, shared media engagement, book exposure, lan-
guage skills, and developmental milestones.

The team also screened the socio-economic status
of the participants to understand basic needs, parental
education, and occupation.

The results, published in the journal PLOS ONE,
showed that TV and background TV were the most
frequently used media, with average daily exposure
exceeding one hour. These lowered language develop-
ment skills in toddlers.

The team also found that entertainment content was
the most consumed by toddlers. It was followed by
music and educational programming. Further, families
with lower socio-economic status reported less use of
books and fewer educational resources.

Children with more screen exposure had lower lexical
density and delayed language milestone achievement.

On the other hand, those with more exposure to
books or had screen engagement with adults had
better language skills.

The relationship between screen use and motor
development was not significant.

The findings support previous research that exces-
sive screen use negatively impacts early language
development. Shared engagement with adults and
appropriate content types may mitigate some of these
effects.

With screen use poised to increase and become more
complex, the researchers suggest future experimental
designs control variables and isolate their impact.

Exposure to air pollution can
affect one’s cognition, daily task
performance: Study

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agencies): The
short-term exposure to air pollution can
cloud one’s judgment, affecting emo-
tional intelligence and focus and poten-
tially making routine activities more
challenging, according to a new study.

Researchers, including those from
the University of Birmingham, UK,
compared the performance of 26
adults divided into two groups — one
exposed to high levels of air pollution,
using candle smoke, and the other to
clean air.

The team found that brief exposure
to high levels of particulate matter
(PM) pollution could affect the partici-
pants’ higher-order cognitive functions,
including self-control and sustained
attention, which are critical for work
and other aspects of life.

Air pollution has been studied as a
major risk factor for neurological diseas-
es, including Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia, where cognition and memory are
affected.

The long-term exposure to PM2.5 air
pollution has also been linked with poor
learning and memory among children.

However, the study, published in
the Nature Communications journal,
showed that “even short-term exposure
to particulate matter can have immedi-
ate negative effects on brain functions
essential for daily activities, such as
doing the weekly supermarket shop,”
co-author Thomas Faherty from the
University of Birmingham said.

For the study, the cognitive abilities
of the participants, including attention
and emotion recognition, were tested
before exposure to polluted air and four
hours after.

“Results showed significant reduc-

tions in selective attention and emo-
tion expression discrimination after
enhanced PM exposure versus clean
air exposure,” the authors wrote.

Working memory, which serves as a
‘temporary workspace’ for storing and
manipulating just-learned information,
was also measured and found to be
unaffected.

Therefore, the researchers suggested
that inflammation in the brain triggered
by pollution could be responsible for
the deficits in focusing and recognising
emotions.

The results also indicated that certain
brain functions could be more resilient
to short-term exposure to pollution, they
added.

Cognitive functioning, including atten-
tion and controlled behaviour, is crucial
for accomplishing everyday tasks both
at work and in other aspects of life.

For example, selective attention —
focusing on what is important and ignor-
ing what is not — is known to help with
decision-making and achieving goals.

Recognising one’s own and others’
emotions helps in understanding how to
behave in a socially acceptable manner.

“Poor air quality undermines intel-
lectual development and worker pro-
ductivity, with significant societal and
economic implications in a high-tech
world reliant on cognitive excellence,”
co-author Francis Pope from the Uni-
versity of Birmingham said.

“Reduced productivity impacts eco-
nomic growth, further highlighting the
urgent need for stricter air quality regu-
lations and public health measures to
combat the harmful effects of pollution
on brain health, particularly in highly
polluted urban areas,” Pope said.
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Shuttler Sindhu pulis out of BAMTC 2025 due to
hamstring issues

Badminton Asia Mixed Team Championships is set to be played in China’s Qingdao

NEW DELHI, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): Two-time Olympic med-
allist shuttler PV Sindhu has
pulled out of the Badminton
Asia Mixed Team Champion-
ships in China due to a ham-
string issue, dealing a huge
blow to the country’s chances
of improving the colour of their
medal in the prestigious edition.

The tournament is set to be
played in Qingdao from Febru-
ary 11-16 with the Indian shut-
tlers currently undergoing train-
ing at a camp in Guwahati.

Besides Sindhu, the other
leading players in the camp are
Lakshya Sen, and HS Pran-
noy, along with the formidable
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty.

Sindhu was a part of the squad
that won bronze in the previous
edition of the tournament.

“It is with a heavy heart that |

share | won'’t be travelling with
the team for BAMTC 2025. While
training on the 4th (February) in
Guwabhati, | felt a twinge in my
hamstring. Despite my efforts to

push through with heavy taping
for our country, an MRI has
revealed that my recovery will
take slightly longer than I initially
expected,” said the 29-year-old

Sindhu in a post on X'

Sindhu has grappled with inju-
ries since winning her maiden
women’s singles gold medal
at the 2022 Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham.

However, the star shuttler sus-
tained a left foot stress fracture
injury during the Games, which
kept her out of all remaining
tournaments in 2022, including
the World Championships and
the World Tour Finals.

India are placed in a tough
Group D alongside runners-
up South Korea and Macau.
They will begin their campaign
against Macau on February 12,
which will be followed by a tough
outing against South Korea on
February 13.

Sindhu wished the team luck,
saying she would be “cheering
from the sidelines”.

Diksha slips to tied-14th while rookie Avani makes cut on

pro debut

RABAT, Feb 9 (Agencies): Diksha Dagar
slipped to T-14th at the end of the second
round of the Lalla Meryem Cup after rounds
of 71-73. She is 3-under for two rounds at the
Par-73 course at Royal Golf Dar Es Salam.
Meanwhile, Avani Prashanth, making her pro
debut made the cut.

Avani Prashanth, who added 74 to her first
round 71 and is now 1-under 145. She is
Tied-24th, while the third Indian in the field,
Tvesa Malik missed the cut with cards of
79-76.

With Top-60 and ties making the cut, 56
players made the cut which fell at 3-over. It
is a three-day event over 54 holes.

The leader is Singapore’s Shannon Tan
completed a strong second round firing

4-under 69. A year ago Tan, won the Magi-
cal Kenya Ladies Open, the season-opener
in 2024 and now she is in the lead at the 2025
season’s first event.
Diksha, who was in Top-10 after Day 1,
birdies twice on the front nine and rose up the
leaderboard. However, she dropped shots
on the 10th and the 18th with no birdies in
between to finish even par for the day.
Avani had two birdies and one bogey on the
front nine had two bogeys and no birdies on
the back nine for a card of 1-over 74. Avani
has won pro events on the LET Access and
her Women’s Pro Golf Tour in India while
being an amateur.
Singapore’s Tan, who started the day on
the 10th tee, had a shaky start with bogeys

on holes 10, 13, and 16, but pulled it back
on the front nine. The 20-year-old had a
swing of birdies on holes one, two, and
three, before also putting back-to-back bird-
ies on five and six. Three players sit in a
share of second place on five-under-par after
36 holes. Spain’s Nuria lturrioz, Germany’s
Helen Briem, and Ireland’s Sara Byrne all
fired rounds of 69 (-4).

Smith, Lyon, Kuhnemann
shine as Australia secure
first series win in Sri

Lanka after 14 yea

GALLE, Feb 9 (Agen-
cies): An excellent per-
formance from Aus-
tralian spinners Mat-
thew Kuhnemann and
Nathan Lyon comple-
mented fine centuries
from Steve Smith and
Alex Carey as visitors
defeated Sri Lanka
by nine wickets in the
second Test at Galle on
Sunday.

After 14 years, Aus-
tralia has finally man-
aged to secure a series
win in Sri Lanka and
for the first time since
2006, they have clean
swept a series in Asia.

SriLanka won the toss
and opted to bat first.
Half-centuries from
Kusal Mendis (85 in
139 balls, with 10 fours
and a six) and Dinesh
Chandimal (74 in 163

balls, with six fours and
a six) took Sri Lanka to
257 in 97.4 overs. Sri
Lanka lost their wickets
regularly, but a 65-run
seventh wicket stand
between Kusal and
Ramesh Mendis (28 in
94 balls, with two fours)
stretched SL past the
200-run mark.

Mitchell Starc (3/27),
Matthew Kuhnemann
(3/63), and Nathan Lyon
(3/96) were top wicket-
takers for Australia.

In their first innings,
Australia lost Travis
Head (21), Marnus
Labuschagne (4), and
Usman Khawaja (36)
early, leaving the team
struggling at 91/3.

However, centuries
from Alex Carey (156
in 188 balls, with 15
fours and two sixes)

| ]
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and Steve Smith (131 in
254 balls, with 10 fours
and a six) pushed Aus-
tralia beyond the 300-
run mark as they put on
259 runs for the fourth
wicket. A valuable knock
of 31 by Beau Webster
took the Aussies to 414
runs, giving them a lead
of 157 runs.

Prabath Jayasuriya
(5/151) took another
five-wicket haul, while
Nishan Peiris (3/94)
and Ramesh (2/81) also
delivered with the ball.

In their second innings,
Sri Lanka lost wick-
ets early once again,
reduced to 81/4. Half-
centuries from Angelo
Mathews (76 in 149
balls, with four boundar-
ies and a six) and Kusal
Mendis (50 in 54 balls,
with five fours and a six)
took the Lankan Lions to
231 runs, giving them a
74-run lead.

Kuhnemann (4/63)
and Lyon (4/84) were
top wicket-getters for
Aussies yet again.

Australia was given
75 runs to win, which
they chased down with
Usman Khawaja (27%)
and Marnus Labuscha-
gne (26*) unbeaten after
Travis Head (20) fell to
Jayasuriya.

Carey earned the
‘Player of the Match’
award for his knock of
156 while Smith earned
the ‘Player of the Series’
for his two centuries.

Australia Masters unveil squad for International England women’s team reaches India ahead of

Masters League, Shane Watson to lead

NEW DELHI, Feb 9
(Agencies): The excite-
ment of the Interna-
tional Masters League
(IML) is at its peak, and
all eyes are on Austra-
lia Masters. Under the
captaincy of Shane
Watson, the team is
fully prepared to make
an impact in IML 2025,
with their first match
scheduled against West
Indies Masters on Feb-
ruary 24, 2025, in Navi
Mumbai.

This league will see
Australia facing some
of the biggest legends
of the game, including
Sachin Tendulkar from
India, Brian Lara from
West Indies, Jacques
Kallis from South
Africa, Kumar Sangak-
kara from Sri Lanka,
and Eoin Morgan from
England.

Australia Masters have
a well-balanced squad
featuring experienced
players like Shaun
Marsh, Dan Christian,
Ben Cutting, and James
Pattinson, who bring
both batting and bowl-
ing depth to the team.

World Cup-winning
captain Shane Watson
expressed his excite-
ment, saying, ‘It is
always special to be
back in India, a place
that holds so many great
memories for me. The
rivalry between Australia
and India is intense, and
we thrive on that chal-
lenge. Leading Austra-
lia Masters in the IML is
an honour, and our only
goal is to lift the trophy.
With the legends of
the game competing, it
would not be easy, but
we are ready to give it
everything.”

This league is a golden
opportunity for cricket
fans to relive the magic
of past legends. The
highly anticipated India

vs. Australia match will
feature a battle between
Sachin Tendulkar’s bat-
ting brilliance and Shane
Watson'’s lethal bowling.
Meanwhile, Brian Lara’s
aggressive batting will
be a major threat to
Australia’s bowlers, and
Jacques Kallis’ all-round
abilities will make South
Africa a tough com-
petitor. Kumar Sangak-
kara’'s experience as a
wicketkeeper-batsman
will play a crucial role
for Sri Lanka, while Eoin
Morgan’s England side
will aim to give Australia
a fierce fight.

Among the co-owners
of Australia Masters are
Indian-American entre-
preneurs Hari Agraw-
al, Ajay Gupta, and
Ruchika Gupta. Hari
Agrawal, the founder
of CNA Group, is on a
mission to promote sus-
tainability in sports. He
stated, “Sports demand
strategy, precision, and
endurance--but now,
sustainability must
be part of the game.
Having witnessed global
efforts toward a cleaner
planet, | see the IML as
an opportunity to set
new standards for eco-

friendly sports, ensur-
ing a greener future
for cricket and beyond.
Sustainability is not just
a responsibility--it's a
necessity. And through
cricket, we can make it
a way of life.”

Ajay Gupta, Chair-
man of Indus Commu-
nities, strongly believes
in the power of sports
to unite communities.
He shared, “At Indus
Communities, we have
always focused on build-
ing not just homes, but
thriving communities.
Cricket has the same
power--it brings people
together, fosters cama-
raderie, and creates life-
long memories.”

Meanwhile, Ruchika
Gupta, Founder and
CEO of Health Click
Away, is determined to
bridge the gap between
sports, fitness, and
technology. Speaking
about her vision, she
said, “Health and perfor-
mance go hand in hand.
India and Australia share
a deep-rooted connec-
tion through cricket, a
sport that unites both
nations in passion, dis-
cipline, and excellence.
Drawing inspiration from

this shared legacy, we
can further empower
individuals to make
balanced nutrition and
mindful eating an inte-
gral part of their daily
lives, enhancing both
sporting excellence and
overall well-being.”

Australia Masters Full
Schedule

February 24, 2025,
19:30 IST, Navi Mumbai:
West Indies vs. Australia

February 28, 2025,
19:30 IST, Vadodara: Sri
Lanka vs. Australia

March 5, 2025, 19:30
IST, Vadodara: India vs.
Australia

March 7, 2025, 19:30
IST, Vadodara: Australia
vs. South Africa

March 12, 2025, 19:30
IST, Raipur: England vs.
Australia

March 13, 2025, 19:30
IST, Raipur: Semi-Final
1

March 14, 2025, 19:30
IST, Raipur: Semi-Final
2

March 16, 2025, 19:30
IST, Raipur: Final

Australia Masters
Squad

Shane Watson (C)

Shaun Marsh

Dan Christian

Ben Cutting

James Pattinson

Ben Hilfenhaus

Peter Nevill

Ben Dunk

Nathan Reardon

Jason Krejza

Nathan Coulter-Nile

Ben Laughlin

Callum Ferguson

Bryce McGain

Xavier Doherty

Australia Masters are
all set to dominate the
tournament, but the
competition is fierce.
It remains to be seen
whether Watson can
lead his team to glory,
or if legends like Sachin,
Lara, Kallis, and San-
gakkara will stand in his
way.

FIH Pro League matches in Bhubaneswar
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BHUBANESWAR,
Feb 9 (Agencies): The
England Women’s
Hockey Team arrived
at the Biju Patnaik
International Airport in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha
on Sunday ahead of the
FIH Hockey Pro League
202/25 India leg match-
es.

The world number
seven side will face the
hosts India and cur-
rent world number one

Netherlands in the FIH
Hockey Pro League
2024/25 India leg,
scheduled to take place
in Bhubaneswar from
February 15-25.

With one win and three
losses so far, England
has made a rocky start
to their FIH Pro League
campaign and will be
hoping to turn things
around despite facing
challenging opponents.

Forward Darcy Bourne

shared her excitement
upon arriving in India
saying, “We are very
excited to be in India
especially after the
Hockey India League,
expecting the atmo-
sphere to be really big.
This is my first time
in India, but the buzz
around hockey here is
nothing like | have ever
seen so | am extremely
excited.”

Despite struggling at

the World Cups recently,
England is the current
Commonwealth champi-
ons after the gold medal
win in 2022.

With big names in the
squad this year, England
is one of the teams to
watch out for.

Head coach David
Ralph also echoed the
excitement and stated,
“We are expecting the
matches to be very
challenging but we are
excited. It is going to be
wonderful for the girls to
play in front of the Indian
crowd.

In hockey, this is one of
the best things you can
experience.”

The FIH Pro League
matches of the India leg
will be televised on Jio
Cinema and Sports 18.

Sprinters complain of start list at
National Games

NEW DELHI, Feb 9
(Agencies): The ath-
letics competition of
the ongoing National
Games has caught
undue controversy
after a few of the sprint-
ers complained about
the start list. The start
list of the men’s 100
metres competition had
listed over 16 sprinters,
including Animesh Kujur
and Amlan Borghohain,
which led to a few of the
competitors questioning
whether the competition
was being held as per
the rules.

The competition rules
for the National Games
— since the 2022
Games in Ahmedabad
— stipulate that the
top-16 ranked athletes
in individual disciplines
and the top-8 ranked in

the team events would

be eligible to participate.

However, the start
list before the heats
had in total nineteen
runners split into three
races. “| am surprised
to know the runners in
the 100m field. It seems
they are not following
the competition rules at
all. | thought only top-16
athletes can compete in
individual events,” said

a source.

However, the director
of competition, Stanley
Jones, denied any foul
play on the part of the
organisers, saying the
numbers keep on fluc-
tuating depending on
the number of wildcards
being availed by the
states.

“l think there is some
confusion. First of all,
host states enter a few

athletes other than the
top-16 in the country.
Further, other states can
avail a wildcard entry in
competitions where they
do not have representa-
tion. So | do not know
why anyone is complain-
ing,” Jones told The Tri-
bune.

There is another issue
that has dogged the long
jump athletes. The local
organisers have mixed
marble ash with the
mud in the long jump pit,
causing a lot of anxiety
among them.

Jones, once again,
clarified that jumpers do
not need to worry one
bit. “It was mixed with
the mud and there was
no issue and we had
jumps in the morning
and it was fine,” he said.
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Atal jr's ideology, commitment, statesmanship is source
of inspiration to millions: Sat Sharma

BJP felicitates Chander Mohan under Atal birth centenary programmes

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The memo-
ries of Atal ji hold a great sig-
nificance in our hearts. The
ideology, commitment and the
statesmanship of Atal ji has
been a source of inspiration to
millions. The people especially
the social and political person-
alities across the nation follow
him for his priceless contribu-
tions, stated Sat Sharma.

Sat Sharma, President, J&K
BJP felicitated Adv. Chander
Mohan Sharma, a senior leader
of BJP for his dedicated servic-
es to the organization and his
close association with former
Prime Minister of India and
Bharat Ratna Shree Atal Bihari
Vajpayee ji.

Adv. Rajesh Gupta, President,
BJP District Jammu, Reema
Padha, Ranjodh Singh Nalwa,
Suneet Raina and others were
also present on the occasion.
Sat Sharma, speaking on the

occasion, said that BJP is cel-
ebrating the birth centenary year
of former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee ji. He said that a
series of programmes are going
to be held this year. He said that
the Party leaders are felicitat-
ing the prominent persons from
the society, and the organization
who have worked

with Atal ji. He said that since
his childhood, Chander Mohan
Sharma dedicated himself to the
nation, society and organization
and also remained in constant
touch with Atal ji till his active
political life. The party appreci-
ates his long association with
the former Prime Minister, and
his services to the organization,

added Sat Sharma.

Chander Mohan Sharma appre-
ciated the kind gesture by the
party, adding that the people
especially the senior activists
are enthusiastic to contribute
in the various programmes to
be organized under the birth
centenary year of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji.
Emphasizing that the memories
related to Atal ji cannot be sum-
marized in a few minutes, as his
every appearance left an unfor-
gettable mark on the hearts of
people from across the regions
and religions. He said that Atal
ji had a close emotional attach-
ment with Jammu & Kashmir.
Atal ji spoke for the rights of
Jammu and also gave slogan
of Kashmiriyat, Zamhuriyat and
Insaniyat, he said expressing
gratitude to the party leaders for
bringing all the golden memo-
ries to life once again.

Sant Nirankari Mission organises a voluntarily

blood donation camp at Vijaypur

R.L.Kaith, others hail BJP’s
marvellous victory in Delhi

Kumar, Jagdish Raj and

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: The
Sant Nirankari Mission
actively organizes vol-
untary blood donation
camps as part of its
humanitarian efforts.
These camps empha-
size the Mission’s core
values of selfless ser-
vice, compassion, and
unity, encouraging
devotees and the gen-
eral public to contribute
to society by donating
blood. Sant Nirankari
Mission Branch Vijaypur
Organised a voluntarily
Blood Donation Camp
at Sant Nirankari Sat-
sang Bhawan Vijaypur.
Devotees from Branch
Ramgarh, Bishnah and
Pandorian also par-
ticipated in this camp.
A total of 121 Units of
blood donated in this
camp.

The Camp was inaugu-
rated by Smt. Anu Behl
JKAS Spl. Secretary
to the Govt. Revenue
Deptt. JKUT, while

sion she said | sincerely
commend the Sant
Nirankari Mission for its
unwavering commitment
to humanitarian service
through its blood dona-
tion camps. By organiz-
ing such noble initia-
tives, the Mission has
played a crucial role in
saving countless lives
and fostering a spirit of
selfless service in soci-
ety. Blood donation is
a vital cause, and the
dedication shown by the
volunteers and devotees
of the Mission is truly
inspiring. Their efforts
not only help hospitals
and patients in need but
also promote a culture of
compassion and unity.
| extend my heartfelt
appreciation to the Sant
Nirankari Mission for
their continued service
to humanity and encour-
age more people to join
this life-saving move-
ment.

Ajit Singh Zonal Incharge
Sant Nirankari Mission
Jammu said that Since

been a major contribu-
tor to blood donation
drives across India and
abroad in collaboration
with government hos-
pitals & medical institu-
tions where thousands
of units of blood are
collected annually. The
initiative reflects the Mis-
sion’s belief that “Blood
should flow in veins, not
in drains,” reinforcing
the spirit of service to
humanity beyond caste,
color sor religion.

Sat Paul Chadgal Mukhi
Vijaypur welcome the
Chief Guest and Donors
presented on the occa-
sion.

Other Dignitaries pre-
sented on the occa-
sion were Smt. Ashu
Behl JKAS FA/CAO
Directorate of Social
Welfare Deptt. Dr. Tasir
from Blood Bank GMC
Jammu. The camp was
held in collaboration
with blood & transfusion
dept. of Govt. Medical
College Jammu and

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: BJP’s
new entrants: R.L.Kaith,
Hans Raj Loria, Ex
Deputy Chairman,
Municipal Committee
Ghou-Manhassan Kris-
han Lal, Ex Subedar
Baldev Chand, Naresh

many others erupted in
celebration at a brief
function held here,
as the final counting
showed the saffron par-
ty’s return to power in
the national capital after
twenty seven years with
a decisive mandate.
Supporters danced to
the beats of the drum
and party flags, creating
a festive atmosphere.

Kaith said, under Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, Delhi
will progress alongwith
the rest of the country.

Natrang stages play ‘Yamraaj
Ka Nimantran’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 9: Natrang
presented a play in Hindi
‘Yamraaj Ka Nimantran’
here today at Natrang
Studio Theatre in its
weekly Sunday Theatre
series under the direc-
tion of Neeraj Kant.
The play ‘Yamraaj Ka
Nimantran’ is the story
of an arrogant king who
is used to hearing false
praises and who feels
that if he is not around,
his subjects will become
orphans, majority may
go crazy and may
commit sucide by jump-
ing into the sea.

The play begins in the
court of Raja Abhiman
Singh where he wants
to know from his minis-
ter what the people think
about him. He asks the
queen about herself
and what kind of man
she thinks the king is.
He wants to know from
Royal Pandit Gungani
as what kind of king he
is? All three shower

praises him. On this
King Abhiman Singh
says that this means
that he should rule the
kingdom for another
hundred years. With this
the court is adjourned.

In the next scene, the
king, who was sleeping
at night, gets startled by
the arrival of Yamdoot,
sits up on the bed and
asks Yamdoot who he
is and why he has fallen
into the clutches of death
like this. When Yamdoot
tells that he has come to
take him to hell on the
orders of Yamraaj, the
king tells that he him-
self is Prajapal, Lokpal,
Mabhipal, Dandpal and
Mahakaal on earth.
Doesn’t Yamraaj know
this? But Yamdoot starts
carrying the king with a
rope around his neck.
The king shouts a lot
but Yamdoot does not
listen. In the end, Yam-
doot and the king agree
that if even three people
love the king, then Yam-
doot will leave him here

and will return to Yamlok
empty handed. Yam-
doot asks the king to lie
down and puts a white
sheet on him and then
the queen, the Minis-
ter and the royal Priest
are called individually.
But since these three
praise the king falsely,
none of them want that
the king’s life should be
spared and he should
live longer anymore.
The queen says that
after the king’s death,
her son will become
the king and she will
become the queen
mother, hence the king
must die. Minister and
Pandit who are tired
of giving false praises
and are now satisfied
that they will not have
to tell any more lies.
After everyone leaves
and after listening to
their thoughts, the king
finally requests Yamdoot
to take him to Yamlok
and the play ends. This
is how the king comes
out of his falsehood and
is exposed to the real
world. The play carries
a very relevant social
message and the artists
were successful in por-
traying the same very
effectively.

Natrang young artists
who performed in the
play included Kartik
Kumar, Aryan Sharma,
Mehak Chib, Adaksh
Bagal, Krishay Bhatia
and Akrit Sharma. The
lights and the music of
the play were executed
by Neeraj Kant whereas
the show was coordi-
nated by Mohd. Yaseen.
The presentations were
done by Manvi Devi.
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JKTJAC holds monthly meeting, demands
resolution of genuine and burning issues

Enhance Your Child's Interast im Maths!
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JAMMU, Feb 9: A month-
ly of Jammu Kashmir
Teachers’Joint Action
Committee ( JKTJAC)
held at Udhampur today
on 09.02.2025 under the
leadership of UT Presi-
dent Vinod Sharma and
District President Lekh
Raj Parihar .

The meeting was attend-
ed by executive and apex

employees appointed on
or after 01.01.2010 Mr
Sharma appealed the
Government to imple-
ment it .

Highlighting the genuine
issue of release of MDM
dues Mr Sharma said that
teachers have managed
money from their own
pockets for smooth func-
tioning of Mid Day Meals

ZEOs/Principals/Head-
masters in headless
zones/schools,

Speaking on the occa-
sion Lekh Raj Parihar
urged the Chief Educa-
tion Officer Udhampur to
intervene in the matter
of completion of service
records of the teachers in
many zones of the district
besides release of dues

body members of JKTJAC but the funds are released of the teachers which is
from all the eleven zones only for 2 to 3 months in matter of great concern.
of the district.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Mr Vinod Sharma
raised the genuine and
burning issues of the
teaching fraternity and
appealed the Govern-
ment to resolve them for
the welfare of thousands
of these teachers espe-
cially teachers appointed
under ReT scheme.

Raising the burning
issue he appealed the
Education Minister for
implementation of Govt
Order No0.469 Edu of
2014 Dated 25.06.2014
regarding inclusion of
5 years ReT period for
seniority benefits and
transfer of the said
cadre.He said that even
Hon’ble CAT has given
clear cut directions that
after regularisation ReTs
are equivalent to general
line teachers and they
can'’t be differentiated on
the basis of mode of their
recruitment and they can
be transferred within the
district. He appealed the
Govt to implement the
said order.

Raising the genuine and

the year 2024-25 and still
7 to 8 months funds are
pending. He appealed the
authorities concerned to
look into the matter and
get released the pending
dues otherwise they will
be forced to stop Mid Day
Meals.

He also appealed Direc-
tor School Education
Jammu for issuance of
Regularisation orders of
ReTs who have complet-
ed 5 years ReT period,
Conversion of RRETs to
Teachers Grade I/ 1l so
that they may get their
salaries and one more
DPC of teachers to mas-
ters to clear the backlog.
He also demande Benefit
of Cash in Lieu in favour
of teaching fraternity;
Conversion of head-
teachers posts into non
plan posts of masters;
Release of time barred
arrears of Teachers/mas-
ters; Raising Grade of
teachers at par with their
counter parts in other UTs;
Earned leave in favour of
teachers engaged during
summer/ winter vacation
for summer/ winter camps

He also demanded the
release of carriage charg-
es under Mid Day Meals
which have not been
released for many years
and teachers are facing
lots of problems for the
transportation of rice and
other ingredients.

Others who also spoke
on the occasion were :-
Sukesh Khajuria, Khazan
Singh, Chain Singh,
Ravinder Singh Rathore,
Bhushan Khajuria, Sham-
sher Singh, Vijay Sado-
tra, Jagdish Chander
Sharma, Suresh Sharma,
Sandeep Sharma , Vipin
Raina, Manoj Sharma,
Beerbajan Singh, Som
Raj, Puma Chand, Binder
Kumar, Rakesh Tripa-
thi, Madan Bhardwaj,
Shabir Ahmed, Shabir
Sheikh, Bashir Ahmed,
Mohd Rashid, Sader
Din , Ghulam Mohidin,
Parshant Sharma, Mohd
Mustafa, Sanjay Sharma,
Yash Paul, Ravinder Atri,
Shotu Ram, Sudesh
Dubey, Vidhi Lal, Rajiv
Dubey, Devinder Singh,
and others.
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