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igas 2 Manu, Gukesh among four to receive Khel Ratna from

Lieutenant
Governor
congratulates
Rakesh Kumar
on receiving
prestigious
Arjuna Award

SRINAGAR, Jan 17
(Agencies): Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
on Friday congratulat-
ed Rakesh Kumar on
receiving prestigious
Arjuna Award from Pres-
ident Draupadi Murmu.

LG Sinha while
extending commenda-
tion said Rakesh has
brought immense pride
to Jammu and Kashmir
and the nation.

“Congratulations
to Rakesh Kumar on
receiving prestigious
Arjuna Award from
Hon’ble President Smt.
Droupadi Murmu Ji.
Rakesh has brought
immense pride to J&K
and the nation, inspiring
young sportspersons
with his grit & determi-
nation. Wishing him con-
tinued success & greater
glory,” Office of LG J&K
said on X.

Maid
arrested for
stealing
jewellery
from
Srinagar
home: J-K
Police

SRINAGAR, Jan 17
(Agencies): Police on
Friday said a maid was
arrested for stealing
jewellery from a house
in the HMT area of Sri-
nagar.

In a statement, a police
spokesperson said that a
complaint was received
at Shalteng police sta-
tion from a woman who
alleged that unknown
thieves struck at her
parents’ home while
they were away for per-
forming Umrah during
the intervening night of
January 15 and 16.

In her complaint, she
said that some jewellery
items were stolen.

Accordingly, a case
vide FIR No. 04/2025
under the relevant sec-
tion of law was regis-
tered at Police Station
Shaltang and an inves-
tigation was initiated,
read the statement.

“During the course of
the investigation, some
suspects were called for
questioning, and the role
of one suspect, namely
Janatul Begum (work-
ing as the maid) wife
of Mohd Chotu resident
of Ward No. 7 Kusthan
Madhepur Bihar A/P
HMT Srinagar, was
ascertained in the com-
mission of crime,” added
the statement.

“Upon her disclosure,
the stolen Jewellery was
recovered,” said the
spokesperson, adding
that the case was solved
within 24 hours.

NEW DELHI, Jan 17

(Agencies): Double
Olympic-medallist
shooter Manu Bhaker
and teenage chess world
champion D Gukesh
received a euphoric
round of applause
as they walked up to
receive the prestigious
Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna from Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
in a glittering National
Sports Awards ceremo

ny here on Friday.

The other two recipi-
ents of the country’s
highest sporting honour
were men’s hockey cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh
and Paralympic gold-
winning high jumper
Praveen Kumar when
the annual honours were
bestowed at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan here.

Harmanpreet was a
part of the national sides
that won bronze

medals in the Tokyo as
well as Paris Olympics.
Praveen, on the other
hand, upgraded his
silver at the Japanese
capital to a gold last year
in Paris. He was born
with a short left leg.

Thirty-two athletes are
being honoured with
the Arjuna Award out of
which an unprecedented
17 are para-athletes.

The athletes selected
for the Arjuna award

Srinagar boy secures 1st position at IMD
State-Level Meteorology Olympiad

SRINAGAR, Jan 17
(Agencies): A student of
the Green Valley Edu-
cational Institute (GVEI)
Srinagar Mohammad
Kamil Masoodi, level
8, has bagged the first
position in Jammu &
Kashmir at the State-
Level Meteorology
Olympiad.

The award ceremony
was conducted by the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) as
part of its 150th Foun-

As per the school
handout, the Olympiad
witnessed participants

and Kashmir who
showcased their knowl-
edge and skills in

dation Day celebrations. from across the Jammu mTurntopage 9

Security Forces launch search i%l(‘loqil .

operation in Billawar area uan's
convoy

JAMMU, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): In a coordinated
effort, Special Forces
of the Indian Army, in
collaboration with the
Jammu and Kashmir
Police and the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), have launched
a cordon and search
operation in the Billawar
area of Kathua district in
Jammu region.

Sources said that the
operation was launched

in response to intelli-
gence inputs suggesting
the presence of militants
in the upper reaches of
the district.

Security forces have
cordoned off the area
and are conducting
extensive searches to
locate the suspected
militants.

Sources added that
inhabitants have been
advised to remain

mTurntopage 9

meets with
an accident
in Rajasthan

SRINAGAR, Jan 17
(Agencies): A vehicle
in the convoy of Farooq
Abdullah, former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister and JKNC presi-
dent, met with an acci-
dent near Dausa,

ETurntopage 9

Cold wave intensifies in Kashmir
as mercury dips after snowfall

SRINAGAR, Jan 17
(Agencies): The mini-
mum temperatures at
most places in Kashmir
have fallen after snow-
fall as the meteorologi-
cal department forecast
mainly dry weather over
the next three days, offi-
cials said on Friday.

The higher reaches of
Kashmir as well as some
areas in the plains of the
valley received snowfall

on Thursday.

Following the snow-
fall, cold conditions are
prevailing in Kashmir as
the night temperatures
decreased at most
places, they said.

The minimum temper-
ature in Srinagar settled
at minus 2 degrees Cel-
sius on Thursday night,
half a degree up from the
previous night’s minus
2.5 degrees Celsius.

The tourist resort of
Gulmarg in north Kash-
mir, known for skiing,
recorded a minimum
temperature of minus 7
degrees Celsius.

Pahalgam, one of
the base camps for
the annual Amarnath
Yatra in south Kashmir,
recorded a low of minus
11.8 degrees Celsius,
over seven degrees

mTurnto page 9

include Paris Olympics
bronze medal-winning
group of wrestler Aman
Sehrawat, shooters
Swapnil Kusale and
Sarabjot Singh and the
men’s hockey team
players Jarmanpreet
Singh, Sukhjeet Singh,
Sanjay and Abhishek.

The para-athletes
outnumbered the able-
bodied ones in the list of
Arjuna winners this time
due to the magnificent
Paris Paralympics per-
formance in which they
returned with 29 medals,
including seven gold and
nine silver.

The 22-year-old
Bhaker became inde-
pendent India’s first ath-
lete to win two medals
in a single edition of
the Olympics with her
bronze-winning show in
the 10m air pistol indi-
vidual and 10m air pistol
mixed team events in
August last.

The 18-year-old
Gukesh became the
youngest world cham-
pion ever by beating

President Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan
oy 3 L\ -’

Mysterious Deaths in Budhal:
CM Omar Abdullah directs
Health & Police Departments to

expedite investigations

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah
today chaired a high-
level meeting to discuss
the alarming situation in
Budhal village of Rajouri
district, where mysteri-
ous deaths have claimed
16 lives, with one more
victim succumbing to an
unexplained illness.

The meeting was
attended by Minister of
Health & Medical Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo; Advi-

Nasir Aslam Wani;
Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo; Additional Chief
Secretary to the CM,
Dheeraj Gupta; ADGP
Jammu, Anand Jain;

Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu Ramesh
Kumar; Secretary Health
& Medical Education,
Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed
Shah, and other senior
medical and police offi-
cers.

Secretary Health &
Medical Education,
briefed the Chief Minis-

so far.

He reported that health
department teams had
conducted door-to-door
survey of over 3,000
residents in the affected
area, collecting and test-
ing samples of water,
food, and other materi-
als.

He informed that all
test results, including
those for influenza and
other possible contami-
nants, came back nega-
tive.

The meeting was
informed that additional
testing was carried out
by premier national
institutes, including
ICMR, National Institute
of Virology, National
Centre for Disease Con-
trol, CSIR, DRDO, and
PGIMER Chandigarh,
but no definite cause for
the deaths was identi-
fied.

Police officials
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, January 17, 2025

ITENTH DAY / KRIYA]
With deep griefl and sorow we nform that Tenth
Day of aur eloved Sh. Raman Chander Antabal
wil be pedormed on 1507 2025 and Kriva on
18012025 at ouw resdence ¥ Mo, 3, Chenanl,

G RIEF STRICKEN

Mirmal (¥¥ibe)

Father & Mother

Pursholam Chand & Krishama Rani

Brother and Sister In law

Dirnesh Antahal & Gaeta Rani

Sistar & Brother In law

Sudha Rani & Pardeep Singh Jarmwal

Sister & Brother in Law

Rama Rani & Dr Ram Singh Sambyal
[Daughbars)

Shreya & Shivika

[Hephews & Miece)

Samerdev Antahal, Parnav Antahal Chierangda Anta hal

Sh. Raman Chandar Antahal

OBITUARY/10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief this is to inform that My Brother
Sh. Ajlt Raima 5o Late Sh, J.N.Raina original resi-
dant of Vilage SirmDo, Pulnama and Sarat Magarn
Rawalpora Sriragar has |efl for his haavenly abodap
on 10h of January-2025.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on Saturday
tha 18th of January-2025 at Pure.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt.Faj Dular Raina (Modher)

Smi. & Sh. Mancy B As ok Rana (Aunty & Uncle)

Anjes Raina (Wile)

Anjpli & Anl Rairm Brather & Sister in law)

Liyai B Ajay Raina (Brogher & Sister In law)

K hiks Raina-Bhan & Arinssh Bran (Daughter & Son in Law|
Kaitan, Kanksha, Maryam, Agstya {Children)

SH. AJIT RAINA

Pune Addrass: & LIVETONI 1| PALM GROVES, B TEKAWDE ROAD, GHORPADI, PUNE 411 035,

CONTACT : ANILEE - +81 m834 ST, ANIL : +51 0883 15550

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sormow, we regret
nform the sad demize of our beloved Smt Kanta| |
Ji Chopra Wio Sh Moli Lal Chopra origing Iy from
Kurzer Katjian, Baramulle &t presenl residing b
H.No. 250, Lane 2/C, Suryavanshi Nagar, Roop ||
Magar, Muthi, Jammu.

10th Day Kriya wil be parformed on 1B0V2025
Iat Akhnoor Ghat and Assembly at our residence
at 11:00 AM !
GRIEF STRICKEN ( -
ShMatiLal Chapra (Husband) Lt '

Son & Daughter In Law Smt Kanta Ji Chopra
Anil Chopra & Alka Chapra

JLt Sunil Ji Chopr & Anju Chopra

Sanjay Chopra & Sushma Chopra

Grand Children

Akash Chopra, Vishal Chopra, Tanuj Chopra, Simran Chopra, Sushee] Chopra
Mobile Mo.: 8403856537, 9410383385

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griaf and sormow we inform e sad
damke of cur ived Sh, Jal Inder Ralma 5/o Late
Sh. Dira Nath Aaina |, origimally a esident of Pirglish,

Tal, currenty meiding at H.No. 10, Sac. 1, Duga
Magar (Enclave) an 09-01-2025.

TENTH DAY KRIYA =zhal take place at Badarkal)
Mardir (Thalwal) en 18th Januany , 2025 and assem-
by will be hal at £1:30 AM at Muthi Ghat, Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEM:

Smt. Lalta Rana (Wife)

Alshay Raina (Som) - 9140 B6H-0

Daughter & Son-ln-Law

Mirshat & Ashwani Tickoo Q0181244 76)

Brothers & B ha bles

Smit. & Sh Shiban Krshan Raina [7ES7 30265
Smit & Sh, Roop Krishan Baira (94192607420

Smt Sh. Dr. Ravi Raina (FEEQIT1477)

Sh Chaman Lal Koul (Brother-in- law) - [@509189187)
Vivean - Grandson

Sh. Jai Indar Raina

10TH DAY KRIYA

With prolound grisf and sormrew, we infform the =ad
demizs of our beloved Sh. Bal Hris han Peshin S/o
L. Sh. Shamboo Math Peshin originally (rom Feleh
KadakBarzulle Srimagar and at presani HiMo, 14
Samitl Lare Sac-1 Durga Magaron 11th af January
i i |

10TH DAY KRIFA wil bo performed on 158h Jan,
2025 at Akhnoor Ghat and ASSEMBLY will be hald
at 11:30 am at Muthi Ghat Jammu

GRIEF STRICKEN-

Sheels Peshin - Wike, 9088177018

Davg hiers & Sons in Law

Sh. Bal Krishan
Peshin

Rekiha and And Bamzai 94190152180,

Daisyand BL. Kaul 8419186019

Renuka and Achwani VW li 2810447323

Grand Childmen-Gayeird, Ashich, Arihan, Swa bbb, &ayushi Hariik;
Sakeham, Adilya, Teajassani

TENTH DAY

With profound griaf and sorrow, we inform the
s=ad demisa of our belowved skter Miss
Sonika Mahajan Dfc Lt Sh Swam Gupta &
Smt Santosh Gupta Rfa Ashok Nagar,
Satwari.

10th Day wil be on 18-01-2025 (Saturday)
from 10 AM to 11 AM at Durga Palace,
Rampura, Shastri Nagar, JammiL.

G| Bericken -

Lt Eh Swam Gwpia- Fabher

Emi Bamics h Gupts: Mol her
Brofhers and it er-ii-low
Shikas & St Fale Gups

Sh Suresh & Seni Pooga Gugia

Eh Sunil & Pesati Gupta

Bh Sandesep s Kala s
Brofher-in-lyw and Sisters

Sh Bhamt Bhuisban b Sm Jysti Guga
Sh Mirbs & St Moo Gu s
Th Sandsep & Smi Poc i Gupla

Miss Sonlka Mahajan

M 8 8 Malajan (Satwan)

Sunl Gups & Bros {Lowsr Ball C hamna)

WV & Mabkajan [ Mareml Pain, Sahaaii]

Maajan Enterrees (Mamvwal Fan Saowan)
Mol : 24101190448, OTIETIO D70 TI0E0L4

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorms, we regral Lo
IinTurm the sad demise of Smt Asha Kundan
Raina YW'o Late Sh. K. N Raina Originally resi-
dent of Nowgam, Shangus Anantnag Kashmir
at prasen] Ward Mo 58 Khajuia Mohalla Mear
L esus Cane Converd School Paloura J armem.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed af
Akhnoor Ghat on 21-01-2025 and Assembly
will be perforrmed at owr residence 12,00 Moon

GRIEF STRICHEN

Dawg hter in law & Son

3mt Kiran & Sh. Bharat Ji Bhat, Ta83522409
Devrani & Devar

Sl Sarla & Sh M L Raira, 9908077336
Sl Babli & 3h. HL Raina, TODGEE35T 26
Sl Rozy and Sh. C.L Raire, 9622191360
SmiJyol and Sh. KK Raimne TR06430065
Shater in Law

St Jaya Kishor and Late Sh. 5N Pandita
Lafe Smt-Sanosh and Sh, HL Bhat

Smi Sarla & Sh AKX Pand ka

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Wilh profiound gnel and somow, we regrel
o inform the sad and unlimely demise of
our beloved Mother Smit. Shanta Bhat
Wio L1 Sh. Sri Kanth Bhat Rio Lana Mo 4,
Sani Mohalla Gole, Camp Road, Taab
Tilkp, Jammuy.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on
25h Jan. 2025 (| Saturday) and 1he assam-
bly will ba held at Muthi Ghat near

SMT ASHA KUNDAN
RAIMA

Directorate of School Education Jammu at)
12.30 pm. 3

Grief Stricken
Son & Daughter-in-Law
&h. Kapll Bhat & Smil Sunesta Bhat
Daughters & Son-in-Laws
Sont, Jyoli & Sh, Sanjal Traknoo
emt. Seema & Sh. Rajinder Wanchoo
Smil. Indu & 8h. Suni Bangroo
Smit. Saniosh & Rainder Koul- Sister-in-Law & Brother-in-Law
Sh. J. L. Bhat- Brother
oh. Harshit & Smit. Shryva Bhat- Grand Son & Grand Daughter-in-Law
Grand Children: Danish, Jhanvi, Muskan, Shravan,
Kanishka, Kunal & Khanak

Mob.: 941914740 7, 9413268283, TAa34173 51

FIFTH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE
REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF
OUR BELOVED BUA JI SMT LEELA DEWI
WIO LT. SH B.D. SHARMA WHO LEFT
ABODE ON 15-01-2025.

THE FIFTH DAY WILL EE HELD ON 18-01-
2025 (SATURDAY) FROM 11 AM TO 12.00
NOON AT SHIY MANDIR, SECTOR-03,
TRIKUTA NAGAR, JAMMU.,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Nephews & Daughter-in-laws

omt Sulbha & Sh Sat Pal Sharma

Prof. Darshana & Prof Rajinder Parsad Sharma
Smt Suman & Sh Rajinder Pal Sharma

Smt Nirmla & Sh Hari Parsad Shama

Rajni & Ravi Kr. Shama

Agha & Rakezh Shama

Archana & Sanjesv Sharma

Deeply Remembered By:

(Sadotra Family)

Mob. 9143565525, 9622266555

UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Ved Parkash Jandial S/o Late Sh
Durga Dass Rio F-1860, Sec-14,
Nanak MNagar Jammu on 14 January
2025,

Uthala will be held on 18th January
2025, 4 PMTo 5 PM at Shivaji Temple

Sec-01 Nanak Nagar Jammu,
GRIEF STRIC KEM
St Chanchal Gupta (Wife)
Lale Sh. Ashok Guple and Lake Sl Vipy Cupla (Brother and Siste r-in-Law)
Sh. Viay Gupia and Smit. Prabha Gupls [Brother and Sisle r-in-Law)
h. RishiJardial ard Smt Sureshta Gupta (Brother and Sater-in-Law)
Fajreesh Jand gl and Sonia Mahajan (Son and Daughter in law)
Vikas Jandialard Ambika Jandia| (Sen and Daug hter in law)
Ramgeeta Matajan and Vivek Gupta (Daughter and Son in law)
Sonb Jand sl and Karan Gupla (Daughter and Son in law)
Surbhi Gupta, Sunidhi Gupta, Gungun Supta, Trizha Gupla, Ayush Jandial
Aradiya Jandial, Jyean Jandal (Grand Child ren)

13TH DAY/KRIYA

With Profound gnef and Sorrow we inform the sad
demise of o bebverd Father Shr Baldew Singh
Jalja Sfo Late Shri Sant Ham Resident of Village
afaysingourd (Sargrampur Ward Ko 75) Near Goot
irls High School Sang mmpur Jammu who left us for
his heavenly Abode on Fih of Jame ry 20025

13TH DAY KRIYA performed on Saturday 18th of
January at our residence at 11 am

Rasam Pagrd at 12 P

RIEF STRICKEN

St Bimla Devi (Wifie)

Son's and Daughter in Laws

Mr Kudesp Singh Jalja and M= Resty Dew

Mr Surjeat Singh Jalja and Mrs Poonam T hakur
Grand Children's

Mewadita Singh, Shivamga Sngh, Abhyudays Singh Jaij, Shamm (Shines), Monika
AND SAMASAT JATIA FAMILY (94192364785, 9596925705, 7006182459

SMT LEELA DEVI

§h. Ved Parkash Jandial

Shri Baldew Sing h Jalja

’;;g‘;i';—- ~= "%‘:a ........................................
@ 8TH DAY/SHRADHANJALI :

L‘t With profound grief and sorrow, we
regret to inform the sad demise of our
beloved Retd. Lect. Sh. Punu Ram
'f Sharma Rlo Kamla Miwas, Ward No. 73
Lower Gad Garh, Jammu on 11 January
2025,
: Programmes (at our residence);
8th day/ Shradhanjali/Asthi Visarjan :
: hetu Prasthan on Friday, 17 January| | = i

2025 from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm e .
: 13th day- Wednesday, 22 January 2025 8h, PunuRam  :
: at 12:00 Noon. Sharma  :
: GRIEF STICKEN: :
: Smt. Kamla Sharma (Wife) :
¢ (Sonand Daughter-in-law)

- Sh. Vipan Sharma and Or. Gesta Sharma

: 8h. Devinder Shama & Sm. Isha Raina

: (Daughterand Son-in-law)

i 8mi Asha Sharma & Sh. Raj Kumar

Smt. Sushma Shama & Sh. Sanjay Sharma
Smit. Nealam Raira & Sh. Sunl Raina.
Grand Children:

Dr. Prarna Sharma, Er. Adarsh Bhargay,
Anubha Sharma, Er. Abhay Sharma, Aditya Sudan,
Sayam Raina, Jayant Sudan, Kemna Stdan,
i Ph No.: 09413143754, 8419125377
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TENTH DAY

o et fomn =k o f we o) .
frfy oo gatk fafr 2aan)

A fathar i oo meone who
ks you when youcry
weoids you when you break the rubs,

alEEE WD [T WDy §eeeaan,

and has falth in you even when yeu sl

FATHERS DONT EVERDIE !

Cur beloved Biher, Karsmyogl oz wnl oz Gyanyogl Sh.
Owmkar Hoth Bhei [Kuthari) orginally R Uenoo,
Anaminag, Kashmi araned ssagat an 12th Janumn, 2005 B8
at Deld afer braf Hnsss,

WOURNING FROM OUR SIDE AND MALUN SDE & atosr
placa in Flsl Mo, B8, Towss B2, Ca s Oovl. Fesidental
Comples, Mnio Road, Connaught Ploce, New Dalhi

10TH DAY KRIYA wil ba parbrmed an 21st Jan | Tuesday | at 830 om near caral in Soolor 18,

GYANYOG] 5H. OMKAR NATH
BHAT (WU THART)

Fokin, Dalhl

GRIEF STRICKEN :

Rainla Bhal (Wie)

Vimnder Bhal& Anu iSoen and Dsighier in lew) Wl 87 7497 311)
Sunita Bhat Wia Late Rowi Shaniar Bhat | Daughtar in low) (Mob. No. 8419212 337)
Fumum Lats B Reavirckr Dhar (D oasghter and Som in lse) (ol Na. B743000173)
Rabul Urvashi Rashi Schil Skutham Shivarsh , Shodhs, Shriya | Grand chibkdren]
Zaa Parivesr | OB, BO. BA16110T71 |, Dhar Parivasr, Tickoo Parivasr,

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAAS

vhar il fisfisone e e enefia o

W i e R G AT
With profound grief & sxmow, We negret o Inform
abo ihe =ad demies of our beloved Sardar datinder
Singh (KALA} S'o Late Sarar Kahan Singh Rio
Wael Mo, 7, Rajpuwiwho compleled his purmey of ile
ard ket for beavenly abode on 117012025
The Bhog & Antim Ardass for etarme | peace of the
depated soul wil be hell as per lhe progamme:
Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahlb on Friday
170 2025 at 10,00 AM at our reside noe.
Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahib on Sunday
19012025 ar 10.00 AM at our resisenoe
Kirtan & Antim Ardaas at Surudwas Sk Patska hi

SARDAR JATINDER

Chhevin Sahib, Rajouri an 18012025 from 11.00 SINGH (KALA)

AM b 12,50 PM folbwed by Gury ka Langer,
GREF STRICKEN

Sciin. Parvssn Kods (Wala)

Brogher & Sister-in-law

& Mirman Singh & Sdn. fvinash Kour

E. Yoo hpml Singh & Sdn Amarjest Kour

Son A Daughs redinedow

& AmE Singh & Sdn. Preet Kour

S, Guriarat Singh & Sdv Maramsst Four

Sendn-lma & Daug ntar

5. Amimpal Singh & Sdp. Ineumest Keur

MOBILE NO: 9415268919, 341817 22°X) 9906040727

10TH DAY KRIYA

Wit pofound grel and somom, we infom the sad demese of
Sk, Santa Sumbll, wite of B, ML Sumbl eiiie moe
et of Chhala 1) Chaapm, SAbger pEsedly msdng 2
/10 Mokl Hage ¢ Cehradun, She el ey meafuly ol
11tk By 2025 at 540 P, :
The 10th Day Kriya will Da peromned on Hoedry, 20t
Bniary 2025 at T pes ar Templ, Dehadun
Gmt. Shanta Sumbiiwas 3 teacn of v, strongth, and wetom] S
Tt her family and everyone who imew her Her lindhiss andls
s ity vl A ks b memermbese and chirt bid
iy her nolie soul atia n alemal peace,

In Gripf:

5h, ML Simbl { Husband) 1 J
Sh, WM. Sumbly (Brother In aw) | |
Gt Sheel fandita (Sisker in Rw)

i, Fita and Ravinder il { Davg hiar 3nd Som Inlaw) SII'It. Shll‘ltl 5I.Il'l1bﬁ
Smt. 5 umika and Fasl Suratli | Caughter in law and Son)

e, Agwshi and Anr| Sumil| (Grnd Daughter in Bw and Grandso n)

Chrue Sumbii (G @ ndsn)

And, SAmastyn Sumbly, Bhan, Fandita and Koul P2 dwar,

CHOUBARSI
“In life, we loved you dearly
In dasth wa lowe you still,
in our hearts you hold a place,
Mo ono oleo will owar fill™

. We alays feel your grecous presence
arpund ws. Yo uwere a pillare fleve, etre ngth ard
scurce of inspiaton B us,

Choubarsi of our beloved Sh. Jungbir Singh
Sio Late Shiv Sing b Ded eml wil be beld atowr
maidence - House Ma. BT, Seckr-E, Sainik
Cobry. Jammu on the 18ih of Jaman. 2025
fom 12 Moon anwards.

Deaply Missed and Remembered By :
Fambesh Dad rwal- Molher

Kirti Jamwal- Wik

Anisha Dacdbwal Daughtar

Paramdey Dadhwal and Monia: Brother and Bhabi

Sh. Jungbir Singh

Sisters and Brotro re-in-law
Anits and Kamal Kisho e
Balbvita ard Ra rpel
Abhlashas and Bhupinder
Nisces.and Naphaws
Pradhyuman, Archishea, Anamya, Hisshwa 1, Ascchan, Amishi, Sacshe and Aad hrika

Mob. 8433958490,
TEEOTI2462

10TH DAY/KIRYA/RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief & somow, we regret to inform
the sad demise of Sh Puran Chand Sharma 5o
Lata Sh Balaki Ram Sharma Rfc Ward Mo, 12,
Houss Mo, 17 Arnia (Jammu Distt)

Ritvals will be parformesd as per folbwing prog mmme s
18th Day on 17th Jan, 2028 (Friday) at 10 AM al
Mear Shamghan Ghat Amla.

Kirya on 1B8th Jan. 2025 (Saturday) 900 AM
onwards al our residance

Rasam Pagri on 1&h Jan, 2025 (Saurday) 3.00 -
4.00 PM 2t our residance. 8h Puran Chand Sharma
Grief Stricken LS to 0412025

Smt Bandana Devi & Sh Vinedh Sharma -Daughter-in-law & Son

Hanav Sharma & Vinamar Sharma -Grand Son
|Cnu:tﬂ]l'. NLUBC Welfare, Jammu JEK UT.

{Mob, 6005360761, 8803160937

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: A Jammu
student of 8th class, Swstik
Sharma, has excelled in the
recently held National Metero-
logical Olympiad that was held
across the country to celebrate
150 years of the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD).

Swstik is a student of the PM
Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya, Sun-
jwan Military Station, Jammu.

He received the award from Dr.
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, Director
General of Meteorology, India
Meteorological Department,
Government of India, at a func-
tion in New Delhi.

The Met-Olympiad aimed to
foster enthusiasm and aware-
ness about weather and climate
sciences among young students
across the nation. This competi-
tion provided an opportunity for
students to test their knowledge,
participate in engaging chal-
lenges, and learn more about
the science of meteorology.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
participated in the celebrations
of the 150th Foundation Day of
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) and also delivered

his address at the Bharat Man-
dapam, New Delhi.

Prime Minister also released
the IMD Vision-2047 document
for weather resilience and cli-
mate change adaptation. It
includes plans for weather fore-
casting, weather management,
and climate change mitigation.

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh was present. Professor
Celeste Saulo, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) also came
to attend the function.

Officials from Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Myanmar, Ban-
gladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Sri
Lanka, and Nepal were invited
to join the celebrations. Repre-
sentatives from the Middle East
and Southwest Asia were also
invited.

Swastik is the son of Dr.
Gautam Sharma and Dr. Meen-
akshi Sharma. Dr. Gautam is
Dental Surgeon in the Universi-
ty of Jammu and Dr Meenakshi
is CMO in ESIC Hospital, Bari
Brahmana, Jammu.

He is among the 3 students
from Jammu and Kashmir to
excel in the national level com-
petition. He secured second
position.

This was the first time that
such an olympiad was orga-
nized across India by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

As part of the 150th Founda-
tion Day celebrations, IMD con-
ducted the National Meteorolog-
ical Olympiad (Met-Olympiad)
in association with the South
Asian Meteorological Asso-
ciation (SAMA) and the Indian
Meteorological Society (IMS).

The Olympiad targeted stu-
dents from classes 8th, 9th,
and 11th, and was conducted
at state and national levels.

Three state winners from every
state and union territory (UT), as
well as the national winner, were
recognized for their accomplish-
ments.

The winners also got the
opportunity to participate in
a one-day workshop and the
150th Foundation Day celebra-
tions of IMD at New Delhi in the
presence of esteemed dignitar-
ies.

CEO Shrine Board chairs rev1ew meetlng for Repubhc Day celebrations

Top News Report

KATRA, Jan 17: Anshul
Garg, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Shri Mata

improvements wherever
required after critical
examination.
Superintendent of
Police Katra assured the

Fake helicopter tickets
for Vaishnodevi Yatra
unabated: Shiv Sena

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
game of fraud on online
helicopter tickets for Shri
Mata Vaishnodevi Yatra
continues unabated, 5-8
passengers are targeted
every day, thousands of
rupees are being defraud-
ed, police administration,
cyber cell are proving
unsuccessful in curbing,
stated by Manish Sahni ,
President, Shiv Sena (UBT)
Jammu-Kashmir unit.

In a press conference
held today at the party’s
state central office, state
head Manish Sahni said
that the game of cheating in
the name of online helicop-
ter ticket booking has been
going on unhindered for
the past several months.
There is a plethora of fake
helicopter booking sites on
Google search handle,

which are easily trapping
innocent passengers in
their web and committing
fraud by giving them the
false hope of confirmed
helicopter tickets. Sahni
said that he is receiving
complaints of such frauds
every day.

According to his informa-
tion, the police administra-
tion and the Shrine Board
are also receiving 8-10
complaints every month.
On contacting the phone
number registered on this
website, these people claim
to be working in Niharika
Bhawan in Katra and to be
employees of the Board.

However, the Shrine
Board also has to face a lot
of problems due to these
fake tickets.

The Board also issues
advisories from time to time
and advises to avoid fake
websites and apps. Sahni

said that all the above
efforts are proving insuffi-
cient to curb this fraud.

Sahni has asked the
Shrine Board and the
administration to increase
the scope of their efforts,
put pressure on Google
and other handlers to
ban websites with names
similar to Shri Mata Vaish-
nodevi, and has especially
demanded strict monitoring
and strict legal action from
the police and cyber cell.

Along with this, he has
appealed to the people to
be cautious and book heli-
copter tickets and other
facilities from the official
website after thorough
investigation.

On this occasion Gen
Secretary Vikas Bakshi,City
President Rohan Malwal
were present.

Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board presided over
a key meeting at the
Spiritual Growth Centre,
Katra to review prepa-
rations for the Republic
Day-2025 celebrations.
The meeting brought
together senior offi-
cials from various gov-
ernment departments
and security agencies,
demonstrating a unified
commitment to hosting a
grand and flawless cel-
ebration.

It was decided that the
main Republic Day func-
tion will be held at the
Shrine Board’s Sports
Complex in Katra, where
the Chief Executive

OFFICE OF THE EXEC

Officer, Shrine Board
will unfurl the National
Flag and take the salute
during the ceremonial
March past. A cultural
programme by school
children will also be
presented. To ensure a
seamless experience,
the CEO emphasized
the importance of timely
completion of arrange-
ments, strict adherence
to security protocols
and coordination among
stakeholders.

Special attention was

given to venue prepa-
ration including proper
seating arrangements,
sound systems and
illumination of prem-
ises. The CEO under-
scored the imperative
of bolstering security
measures along the pil-
grimage route, encom-
passing the issuance
and verification of RFID
cards, effective crowd
control strategies and
the expansion of holding
areas both on the track
and in Katra town. Addi

LNION TEREITORY OF JAMMLU AN KASHMIE

TIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI MEC

G.W.D.

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E -NIT NO GWD/190 OF 2024-25 DATED 15.01.2025

tionally, he reviewed
disaster management
measures directing
agencies to make regu-
lar announcements and
implement joint patrol-
ling.

A slew of directives
were also issued by the
Chair to the concerned
quarters for movement
of vehicles, sanita-
tion and drinking water
arrangements and illu-
mination of dark spots
at Katra town, besides,
physical and systematic

DIVISION JAMMLU

On behalf of the Lt. Governor, UT of J&K, the Exscutive Engincer Jal Shakti Mech. Ground Waler Driling Division
Jemmu irvites fenders by e-tendesing mode from reputed and registered firms with Jal Shakii PHE/RFC Deptt. JRK Gout. who have

sufficiant expariance n e fiakd of driling and are well equippsd wilh drilling Rigs suitabla for ODEX. mathed of driling,

MName of the Work Namte of st of Tender iJiy. Estimated | Earmest Money | ¥alidity
) the Ducument Tender cosl (value {In Hs) ol Hales
Division Fee(ln Rs) nf work)
{in Fis.)
Providing, Installation, Jal Shakii SH0,Mm0 il M Fs 100 lacs f.;j e of the Yk
liating & Lommissicnmg Mech. (Mot - Refundalske ) ealimaied  walue March
ol Submersible Pump Ciroumd Deposited m Gove in shape of Fresh 2025
sets ot W, Mo, 3 & W, N Waser ey throngh e- CDR/EDR
4 Pyl Gurha Kalval East Orilling | chalkan under the reosipd pledied in
Block Mandli in District Division head (1213 in favour of |'1.|:|.:|.|Ii1r
Kathua under Capex Jammu | the Executive Enginees, Frgineer  PHE
Budger 2024-25 .lu! Shakh Mech. WLy (M) GWD
D¥iv. Jammu payable Devision
[ammu mertioning name
of wark

I The complete bidding process shall be enline
2. DBl documents con be seen and downloaded from he websile ktipdiktemders, govin om 15002025 (o 22.01 2025
i The pre bid mesting if desired by the participating firms shall be held in the office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (M)

WL Dhvizaon Jamimu

ot 16,00 Z0Z3 (12000 rs).

4. The bads shall be submittediuplosded from the website hitpedjkiendersgovin fom 16012025 (1408 hrs) w 20125
{ 1#DUrs ).

5. The comphels biddmg prociss sheall be ealing and seanned copaes of the Tollowing documents will bave 10 b uploaded befon:
due date:-

(1) Searmed copy of treasury e-Challan/receipt for Bs. S00.00 aginst the cost of tender document under the receipt Head 0215 in
favoar of Executive Engineer, Jal $hakil (M) Ground Water Drilling Divisson Jammu indicating name of work Lo be executed. 1
may he nated that the receipt of the e-challan should be of the daie after the issuance of publication of the e-tender. (i) Sconned
copy of EMD in the shape of CDRFDE 402% of the estimated value pledged in favour of Excoutive Engineer, FHE (M)
Ciround Waber Dirilling Division Jamma. I may be moded that te EMD should be of e dawe after te issance of publicstion
of the c<tender (i) Sconned Copies of tender documents, terms and conditions duly signed and stamiped (ench page) by hidder.

(i) Scanived copy of GRT Registration from competent autleity (v) Scanned eopy of PAN Card.

6. The Technieal Bids of the wnder document reoeivid sliall be ogeinad aiiling in the office of Execative Eagineer Jal Shakti (M)
WD Division Jammm on 24.012025 af 1400 howrs, I the oflice happens o be closed on the dabe of opening of the bids as
specified, the bids shall be opened on the next working doy during the office haurs

1. The Financial Bids of the tender documsnt of the qualified bdders shall be opencd onling in the office of the Executive
Engineer Jul Shakti (M) GWID Division Jammu. 11 the office happens 1o be closad on the dale of opening ol the bids as
specified, the bids shall be opened on the next working or 85 10 be decided by tender opening commifio:s,

b Oiher detasls can be st

4. Major Head: District Capex Budpet 3

n irasde the detaibed ender Socumenl.
012525 (PRI Grumis)

10, Stamus of Funds; umder approved budgst

11, Ass Mo (2-Dev ol 2

12, Technical Snnection Mo,

GWDIE353-55

Dated:- 15.01.2025

025 Dated 10.01.2025
Gl of D225 Dineed 15002025

DIP/]-9249/24

Sd-

Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti Mach. GW.D. Division

Jammmi

CEO that foolproof secu-
rity arrangements would
be made, presenting a
detailed security grid and
deployment plan. This
includes the positioning
of quick response teams
and a multi-tier security
grid comprising Police,
CRPF, and other para-
military forces.

Among those present in
the meeting were Addi-
tional CEO, SMVDSB;
SDM, Katra; SP, Katra;
Jt CEO; Asstt CEO,
SMVDSB; Tehsildar,
Bhawan and SMVDSB;
ACF; SDPO Bhawan &
Katra and officers from
Army, 1B, CID, SMVDSB
and other intelligence
agencies.

PDP Chief Mufti slams J&K Govt over
transfer of ACB Official

SRINAGAR, Jan 17 (Agencies):
Peoples’ Democratic Party chief Meh-
booba Mufti said Friday the transfer of
an Anti-Corruption Bureau official, who
was probing a case, exposes a “nexus”
between the corrupt and most powerful,
and raises questions about the Jammu
and Kashmir government’s commitment
to justice and accountability.

The Government has ordered the
repatriation of ACB SSP Abdul Wahid,
designated as Assistant Inspector Gen-
eral (AlG), to the Home Department as
part of a rejig in the anti-graft body.

Wahid was investigating alleged cor-
ruption in the Srinagar Smart City Proj-
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ect and recently booked two of its senior
officers in disproportionate assets (DA)
cases.

“The removal of Abdul Wahid & his
colleagues from the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) highlights the risks faced
by officials who challenge corruption.
It exposes nexus between the corrupt
& most powerful,” Mufti said in a post
on X.

She said the act of “punishing the
whistleblower” has revealed the Gov-
ernment’s true intentions behind using
various agencies including the ACB to
raid properties of Kashmiris “under the
guise of corruption investigations”.
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EDITORIAL

Ease of Doing
Business

he concept of Ease of Doing Business
I (EoDB) reflects the regulatory environ-
ment and bureaucratic efficiency that
businesses encounter while starting, operat-
ing, and expanding. A favorable EoDB environ-
ment attracts investments, fosters economic
growth, and creates employment opportunities
by reducing unnecessary hurdles and estab-
lishing a business-friendly atmosphere. The
World Bank’s annual Ease of Doing Business
Index has been a global benchmark for evaluat-
ing these parameters.

One critical parameter is the ease of starting
a business, which measures the time, cost,
and procedures involved in setting up a new
enterprise. Simplified processes, digital regis-
tration, and reduced paperwork enhance entre-
preneurial activity. Another important aspect is
construction permits, where clear guidelines
and timely approvals ensure businesses can
establish infrastructure without delays.

Access to credit is another vital factor. Trans-
parent credit reporting systems, government-
backed guarantees, and frameworks for col-
lateral enable small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) to secure funding. Similarly, stream-
lined taxation and compliance systems, such as
online platforms for filing taxes and predictable
tax policies, reduce the burden on businesses.

The ability to enforce contracts through effi-
cient legal systems and specialized commercial
courts builds confidence among investors. Addi-
tionally, resolving insolvency through modern
bankruptcy laws ensures equitable treatment
for creditors and opportunities for viable busi-
nesses to restructure.

For businesses engaged in global trade, the
ease of trading across borders—including effi-
cient customs procedures and advanced logis-
tics infrastructure—is crucial. Lastly, access to
reliable electricity and infrastructure forms the
backbone of any business environment.

A high EoDB ranking significantly boosts a
country’s ability to attract foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI). Investors prioritize stable regulatory
environments where businesses can operate
efficiently. Moreover, a favorable business cli-
mate encourages domestic entrepreneurship,
fostering innovation and job creation, which
drives economic growth.

Improved EoDB also enhances a nation’s
global competitiveness, making it better
equipped to integrate into international supply
chains. Overall, EoDB reforms contribute to
economic prosperity by stimulating private
sector development and increasing productivity.

One major challenge is regulatory complexity,
with excessive rules and overlapping jurisdic-
tions creating unnecessary barriers. Govern-
ments must simplify and harmonize regulations
to improve the business climate. Corruption
and red tape are additional hurdles that deter
investments, requiring transparent systems
and robust digital governance to address these
issues.

Infrastructure deficiencies, such as unreliable
electricity, poor transportation networks, and
limited digital connectivity, can also impede
business growth. Furthermore, judicial delays
in contract enforcement and insolvency resolu-
tion weaken investor confidence. Addressing
these issues requires significant structural and
systemic reforms.

Countries worldwide have implemented vari-
ous reforms to enhance their EoDB rankings.
India, for instance, introduced the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC), and online business regis-
tration portals, resulting in a notable improve-
ment in its EoDB ranking. Singapore, recog-
nized for its business-friendly environment, has
streamlined processes for starting businesses
and resolving insolvency. Rwanda, too, has
emerged as a leader in Africa by simplifying
property registration and business incorpora-
tion procedures.

Technology has become a transformative
force in improving EoDB. E-governance plat-
forms simplify business registration, licensing,
and tax compliance. Digital payment systems
reduce reliance on cash, curbing corruption.
Additionally, blockchain technology offers
secure and transparent solutions for contract
enforcement and property registration, minimiz-
ing disputes and delays.

Improving the Ease of Doing Business is about
more than achieving a higher ranking; it is about
creating an environment where businesses can
thrive and economies can flourish. This requires
consistent policy reforms, investment in infra-
structure, and the adoption of advanced tech-
nologies. Governments must focus on reducing
bureaucratic hurdles, enhancing transparency,
and building robust legal and financial systems.
By fostering a business-friendly climate, nations
can unlock their full economic potential, driving
sustainable growth, innovation, and investment.

By: Omkar Dattatray

his year National Startup Day
Twas observed on January
16,2025 ,which was Thurs-

day .National Startup Day is an
annual observance in India dedi-
cated to recognizing and promoting
the vibrant startup ecosystem. The
nation has celebrated and observed
National Startup Day on 16th Janu-
ary 2025 with pride and enthusiasm.
On January16th January 2025 India
marked nine years of Startup India ,a
transformative journey that began in
2016.Designated as National Start-
up Day ,this occasion celebrates the
nation’s strides in fostering a robust
and inclusive entrepreneurial eco-
system .This day aims to mark the
spirit of entrepreneurship to boost
economic growth ,innovation ,and
job creation .Additionally ,it acts as
a reminder of the government of
India’s dedication to encouraging
and observing the startup commu-
nity’s noteworthy contributions to the
progress of the country..Launched
as a flagship initiative of the Govern-
ment of India, Startup India aimed
to nurture innovation and catalyze
the growth of startups across the
country .This year the nation has
commemorated the day ,Udyamot-
sav 2025,as part of the National
Startup Week celebrations. During
the inaugural Startup Innovation
Week ,on January 15,2016,PM
Modi announced the commemora-
tion of Startup Day on January 16,to
recognize the economic contribu-
tions made by entrepreneurs while
celebrating startups ‘crucial role in
India during the first Startup India
Innovation Week .As a result ,since
2022,National Startup Day has been
commemorated every year on Janu-
ary 16 and this year it fell on 16 Jan-
uary Thursday .National Startup Day
aims to create a supportive environ-
ment for entrepreneurial ventures
while celebrating startups crucial
role in stimulating economic growth
and employment creation. .t is a
platform designed to empower stu-
dent entrepreneur by facilitating their
engagement with the investor com-
munity ,organized by the Ministry

National Startup Day

of Education .1t will enable student
entrepreneurs to pitch their startups
,seek funding ,and receive mentor-
ship on business models and scaling
strategies ,taking place across 14
Indian cities ,including Delhi-NCR,Ja
ipur,Bangalore,Hyderabad,Pune,Lu
cknow,Chandigarh, Trivandrum, and
Guwahti. January 16 was observed
as National Startup Day in India and
2025 is expected to mark a signifi-
cant milestone in country’s entre-
preneurial journey and the day has
been observed to celebrate the spirit
of innovation and creativity that have
driven growth of startups across
the country .Startup policy Forum
—SPF has launched Startupthe
Baithak and Startup Baatcheet to
have celebrated National Startup
Day 2025.National Startup Day is
celebrated on 16th January every
year .The day honors the creativ-
ity, determination ,spirit of startup
founders. The Startup India initiative
was launched by the Government
of India in 2016 to promote entre-
preneurship and innovation ,create
jobs ,build an ecosystem for start-
ups ,and derive economic growth
.The initiative includes several pro-
grams ,including —1-Infrastructure-
Enhanced infrastructure ,including
incubation centers.2—Intellectual
property rights—IPR’s .Easier IPR
facilitation ,including patent filing
,and access to high-quality IPR
services.3—Regulatory environ-
ment ,a better regulatory environ-
ment ,including tax benefits ,easier
compliance ,and improved company
setup.4—Exit mechanisms-Faster
exit mechanisms to allow entre-
preneurs to relocate resources.5-
Income tax benefits-Startups are
exempt from income tax for three
years after its incorporation year.6-
Public procurement-Related norms
for public procurement ,including
exemptions from “prior experience *
or “prior turnover” criteria.7-Govern-
ment e Marketplace —GeM-Startups
can register as sellers on GeM to
sell directly to government entities
.The Startup 20 Engagement Group,
which works to harmonize and col-
laborate among the largest global
economies .To create innovation

hubs and research parks to encour-
age research and innovation. Start-
up India Scheme is an initiative by
the Government of India for genera-
tion of employment and wealth cre-
ation .The goal of Startup India is the
development and innovation of prod-
ucts and services and increasing the
employment rate in India. Benefits of
Startup India Scheme is Simplifica-
tion of Work ,Finance support ,Gov-
ernment tenders, Networking oppor-
tunities .Startup India was launched
by Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on 16th January 2016.January
16,National Startup Day celebrates
the transformative role of start-
ups and entrepreneurs in shaping
economies and societies .It honors
innovation ,resilience ,and creativity
,highlighting the impact of startups in
driving technological advancements
and sustainable solutions .The day
also emphasizes the importance of
fostering an ecosystem that nurtures
bold ideas and empowers entrepre-
neurs to challenge the status quo
and build the future .The day honors
the creativity ,determination ,spirit of
startup founders so as to develop
the industry and economy .With over
99,000registered firms and an eco-
system worth dollar 500 billion ,India
is the world’s third —largest startup
cluster..Startup India is a flagship
initiative of the GOI ,intended to
catalyze startup culture and build a
strong and inclusive ecosystem for
innovation and entrepreneurship in
India .India’s startup journey began
in the late 1990’s and early 2000s
.During this time, the country saw the
rise of information technology giants
like Infosys ,Wipro ,and TCS .These
companies laid the groundwork for a
new wave of innovations and entre-
preneurship .When the young and
brilliant minds behind the success
of India’s startup environment were
still studying outside India ,they real-
ized that so many new services a
products that they were using there
had not yet been explored in India
.So, they took the business models
of those products and services like
Uber & Amazon and started them
in India .The known names like Ola
&Flipkart came into being. This is

where the inspiration and courage
came to take the first step towards
the fastest-growing startup environ-
ment in the world .The real spark
that ignited India’s startup culture
came with the advent of the inter-
net and the rise of tech-savvy
young entrepreneurs .The launch
of companies like MakeMy Trip-
2000,Filpkart-2007 ,and Zomato
-2008 showed that Indian startups
could not only exist but also thrive
in the competitive global market
As India marks nine years of the
Startup India initiative ,the country’s
startup ecosystem has grown expo-
nentially ,becoming the third larg-
est in the world with over 1.6 lakh
government —recognized startups.
These startups have not only revo-
lutionized industries but also cre-
ated 1.6 million jobs ,contributing
significantly to the nation’s economic
development .National Startup Day
is more than a celebration ,it is a
tribute to the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship .1t highlights the collaboration
between startups ,investors ,men-
tors ,and policy makers in fostering
innovation and self-reliance ,initiated
in 2016 as part of Startup India ,the
day emphasizes the government’s
commitment to creating a conducive
environment for startups to thrive
.In short by acknowledging the con-
tributions of startups ,the day also
inspires aspiring entrepreneurs to
pursue their dreams and contribute
to the nation’s growth story .The
nation feels proud of the success of
the Startup entrepreneurs and their
role and contribution in the econom-
ic and industrial development of the
country.

(The author is a
columnist, social, KP
activist & Freelance

Writer)

How to balance college life and building a startup

By: Vijay Garg

n recent years, college cam-

puses have become fertile

ground for innovation and
entrepreneurship. Many students
are leveraging their academic
environment and youthful energy
to turn simple ideas into thriving
startups.

College dorms are associated with
late-night study sessions, Maggi
noodles, and endless conversations
with roommates. But now, for many
ambitious students, they’re also
the birthplace of big ideas. Today
there are countless young dreamers
across campuses in India building
the next unicorn.

If you're a student dreaming of
launching a startup while balanc-
ing classes and exams, this is your
step-by-step blueprint for turning
your dorm room idea into a thriv-
ing business.

START WITH A VISION

Every successful startup begins
with a vision. Ask yourself: What
problem am I solving? Your “why”
will drive everything, from your
idea’s development to your moti-
vation during tough times.

Let’s say you notice fellow stu-
dents struggling to find affordable,
last-minute tutoring help. That’s
your problem. The solution could
be an app connecting students to
qualified, affordable tutors within
hours. This vision becomes the
foundation of your startup.

Take action by talking to friends or
classmates to find out if the problem
exists. Use surveys or online forums
to gather insights from a larger
audience. Then, go to the market.

PROFESSIONAL, ACADEMIC

AND PERSONAL

Once your idea is validated, map
it out using a simple Lean Canvas.
This one-page business model will
help you outline your revenue,
costs, unique value proposition,
etc. The Lean Canvas ensures you
stay focused on what matters with-
out wasting time on unnecessary
details.

Startups are risky, especially
when you’re balancing them with
academics. Identify challenges like
time conflicts or limited funds and
create backup plans.

For example, use time manage-
ment techniques like time-blocking
to schedule dedicated hours for
your startup.

Partner with a co-founder who can
step in during the exam season or
keep an emergency fund to manage
unforeseen costs. Also, protect your
physical and mental health by
scheduling regular breaks, practic-
ing mindfulness or journaling, and
celebrating small wins.

ASSEMBLE A WINNING TEAM

Great ideas need great teams.
Look for co-founders or collabora-
tors with complementary skills. If
you're a business major, pair up
with someone who can code or
design. University hackathons and
startup clubs are fantastic places to
find like-minded peers. As you are
member of a team member, role
clarity is essential. Assign specific
responsibilities to avoid confusion.
One person can handle marketing
and outreach, while another can
manage app development or prod-
uct design.

BUILD AND TEST

Don’t aim to create a polished,
perfect product right away. Instead,
start with a Minimum Viable Prod-

uct (MVP) - a simple version of
your product that solves the core
problem. For our tutoring app, for
example, you can use no-code tools
like Bubble or Glide to build a basic
app prototype.

Then, gather feedback. Test your
MVP with real users - friends, class-
mates, or even strangers online. Ask
for honest feedback. Does the app
solve their problem? What features
would they like to see improved?
This feedback loop will help you
refine your product without wast-
ing time on unnecessary features.

BUILD A STRONG BRAND

Your startup’s brand is more than
just a logo. It’s the personality of
your business. Think about how
you want your startup to be per-
ceived: professional, approachable,
or innovative? Launch a simple
website or landing page using tools
like Wix or WordPress. Use social
media platforms like Instagram to
connect with your target audience,
start building a community and
excitement.

A compelling story helps. Share
why you started your business. For
example, if you struggled to find
tutors as a freshman, make that part
of your narrative. Stories resonate
with people and can make your
brand relatable.

MANAGE FINANCES WISELY

Money is often tight for student
entrepreneurs. Start small and
focus on essential expenses like app
development or marketing. Use free
tools for bookkeeping and tracking
spending. Learn to track your key
financial metrics, like breakeven
point and customer acquisition
costs, and lifetime value.

Explore funding options like boot-
strapping - using savings or small

contributions from family and
friends. You can try crowdfunding
through platforms like Ketto to help
you raise funds. Also, the govern-
ment and many institutions offer
innovation grants - apply for them.

MARKET AND GROW

You don’t need a massive budget
to market your startup. As a stu-
dent, you can leverage your uni-
versity network. Use campus email
lists, host events with clubs, or
post on bulletin boards to spread
the word. A good growth hack is
offering early users discounts or
incentives for referrals. For exam-
ple, users who bring three friends
to your platform get their next ses-
sion free.

Once your product gains traction,
and you’'ve validated your model,
it’s time to think big... angel inves-
tors or venture capital funding, and
scaling up. You are ready for the big
leap to the boardroom.

Building a startup from your
dorm may seem challenging, but
it’s entirely possible and incredibly
rewarding. Use the surrounding
resources - your university, peers,
and online resources. Start small,
stay focused, and focus on deliver-
ing value. And who knows? Your
idea might just be the next big suc-
cess story everyone’s talking about
in India.

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
columnist street kour
Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
Department of Bio-
technology, GGM Sci-
ence College, Jammu,
in collaboration with
CSIR-IIIM, Technol-
ogy Business Incuba-
tor, Jammu, organized
a joint special program
to celebrate‘National
Startup Day’.

The program aimed
at fostering a culture of
entrepreneurship and
enhancing skill develop-
ment among students.

This highly anticipated
event witnessed the
enthusiastic participa-
tion of students and fac-
ulty members eager to
explore the transforma-
tive potential of entre-
preneurship.

The program start-
ed with the welcome
address by Prof Kiran
Bala, Head Department
of Biotechnology in
which she thanked Dr.
Romesh Kumar Gupta,
Principal GGM Science
College for his support
and encouragement for
organizing Such events.

She also extended
thanks to Dr. Zabeer
Ahmed, Director CSIR

I1IM for such an oppor-
tunity to host this event
in our college.

Speaking at the event,
the Principal of GGM
Science College, Dr
Romesh Kumar Gupta,
remarked, “Such pro-
grams are instrumental
in equipping students
with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence
they need to become
change-makers and
innovators. We are
proud to host initiatives
that align with our vision
of academic and entre-
preneurial excellence.”

Dr. Zabeer Ahmed,
Director CSIR-IIIM
(Chairman, IlIM-TBI)
conveyed his greet-
ing on the occasion of
National Startup Day.
In his message, he said
‘National Start up day
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is dedicated to entre-
preneurs and day is to
honour the transforma-
tive power of startups
and their role in shaping
the future of India’.

Dr. Saurabh Saran,
PI, lIM-TBI graced with
his presence along with
Dr. Shahid Jibran CEO,
AIC, CSIR-IIIM (Br.), Sri-
nagar, and Dr. Vidushi
Abrol, Business Manag-
er, CSIR-IIIM, Jammu.

Dr. Shahid Jibran, who
delivered an engag-
ing talk on “Fostering
a Culture of Entrepre-
neurship: Challenges
and Opportunities.” His
session shed light on
the significance of cul-
tivating entrepreneurial
mindsets and navigating
the challenges associ-
ated with building inno-
vative ventures while Dr.

Vidushi Abrol present-
ed on the “Role of CSIR-
IlIM in Entrepreneurship
and Skill Development
in J&K.”

She highlighted the
pivotal contributions
of CSIR-IIIM in nurtur-
ing local talent, driving
innovation, and creating
a sustainable entrepre-
neurial ecosystem in the
region.

Dr Saurabh Saran
lauded the efforts of the
speakers and highlight-
ed the role of IlIM-TBI
in creating a niche for
entrepreneurship and
Startups in the UT of
J&K by providing oppor-
tunities and supports to
young innovators.

The program provided
students with valuable
insights into the oppor-
tunities available within

the entrepreneurial land-
scape and the role of
skill development in fos-
tering employability and
self-reliance.There was
an interactive session
after the talks, where
students engaged with
the speakers, seeking
guidance and inspiration
for their entrepreneurial
aspirations.

Dr. Neha Mahajan
Assistant Professor
Biotechnology present-
ed the Vote of thanks
to concluded the event.
The event was con-
ducted by Prof Gourav
Gupta, Assistant Profes-
sor Biotechnology.

Among those who also
graced the event with
their presence includ-
ed, Dr Rajiv Kumar, Dr
Davinder Sharma, Dr
Neha Sharma, Dr Nisha
Slathia, Dr Arti Sharma,
Dr Pankaj Mansotra, Dr
Nancy Gupta, Dr Richa
Sharma and Prof Kirti
Sharma.

Earlier, a spokesper-
son from IlIM added that
as part of National Start-
up Day celebrations,
IIIM TBI is also organiz-
ing various awareness
events at different col-
leges of Jammu region
in the coming two days.

SMVDU students shine at

International Conference on Advanced
Research in C1v11 Engineering

Top News Report

KATRA, Jan 17: Third-
year students Samaira
Sinha and Rishabh
Kumar of the School
of Civil Engineering,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
University (SMVDU),
achieved a remarkable
milestone by present-
ing their cutting-edge
research work at the
29th International Con-
ference on Hydraulics,
Water Resources, River,
and Coastal Engineer-
ing.

The prestigious event,
organized by the Minis-
try of Jal Shakti, Gov-
ernment of India, at
the Central Water and
Power Research Station
(CWPRS), Pune.

Their first research
paper, titled “Modeling
of Bridge Pier Scour
Depth by Using HEC-
RAS,” focused on using
the state-of-the-art
Hydrologic Engineering

Center’s River Analy-
sis System (HEC-RAS).

This advanced tool,
developed by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engi-
neers, enables pre-
cise simulation of river
hydraulics, sediment
transport, and scour
depth. The research
addresses critical chal-
lenges in bridge design
and maintenance, con-
tributing to safer and
more resilient infrastruc-
ture.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that Samaira Sinha,
Rishabh Kumar, and
Subham Kumar Singh
presented another
paper titled “Discharge
Estimation in Meander-
ing Compound Chan-
nels using ETR and
MARS Model.”

This work integrated
advanced data-driven
models such as the
ETR (Extreme Learning
Machine) and MARS
(Multivariate Adaptive

Regression Splines) to
improve discharge pre-
diction in meandering
river systems.

These innovative
methodologies promise
enhanced accuracy and
efficiency in river flow
management, support-
ing sustainable water
resource utilization.

The students’ partici-
pation at this interna-
tional forum highlights
SMVDU’s commitment
to fostering academic
excellence and innova-
tion.

Prof. V. K. Dogra, Head
of the School of Civil
Engineering, expressed
his pride in the students’
accomplishments, stat-
ing, “This is a significant
achievement that show-
cases the talent and
dedication of our young
researchers. Their work
not only contributes to
the field of civil engineer-
ing but also brings global
recognition to SMVDU.”

The students’ ground-
breaking contributions
and participation in such
a high-profile conference
have not only brought
laurels to SMVDU but
also underline the impor-
tance of integrating tech-
nology and research for
addressing critical chal-
lenges in water resource
and infrastructure man-
agement.

IGNOU offers PG Certificate

in Cyber Law

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
Indira Gandhi Nation-
al Open University
(IGNOU) offers its Post-
graduate Certificate in
Cyber Law programme,
designed to cater to the
dynamic needs of the
knowledge society and
the increasing demand
for expertise in cyber
laws, in the January
2025 Admission Cycle.

This programme
offered in the Open
and Distance Learning
(ODL) mode, is ideal for
professionals and grad-
uates aiming to develop
a comprehensive under-
standing of cyber law,
cybercrime, and legal
frameworks governing
cyberspace.

This program is
designed for profes-
sionals in law, computer
science and chartered
accountancy and also
for individuals seeking
careers in cyber law
research, IT-related
roles, or legal advisory
positions in organiza-
tions and Multinational
Companies.

Through this pro-
gramme, learners will
acquire critical knowl-
edge and skills to
understand, explore,
and deal with chal-

lenges in cyber law;
earn to address frauds,
scams, and cybercrime
conducted via the Inter-
net; gain insight into
social and intellectual
property issues related
to cyberspace; study
legal and policy frame-
works adopted globally
to regulate cyberspace;
explore the intersection
of commerce and cyber-
space and understand
the IT Act and legal
frameworks governing
Right to Privacy, Data
Security, and Data Pro-
tection.

Emphasizing the rel-
evance of this course,
Dr. Sandeep Gupta,
Regional Direc-
tor, Regional Centre
Jammu stated that this
programme is designed
to addresses the
requirements of cyber
professionals in this
fast-changing dynam-
ics of digital world and
aspiring professionals
can now apply for this
unique program in the
ongoing January 2025
admission cycle and
unlock better career
opportunities in the
ever-growing field of
cyber law. The last date
for the admission has
been fixed as January
31, 2025.

GDC Akhnoor organizes
hands-on training workshop
on mushroom cultivation

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Jan 17:
With a goal to give
hands-on training to
students and staff,
Department of Botany,
GDC Akhnoor orga-
nized a workshop on
“Cultivation technology
of Oyster mushrooms
(Dhingari)” on 18th of
January. Oyster mush-
room was chosen for
this purpose because
the cultivation technol-
ogy of this mushroom,
especially compost
making is very simple
as compared to other
mushrooms. Moreover,
this season is favour-
able for cultivation of
oyster mushroom. The
event started with a wel-
come address by Prof.
Nidhi Jarngal, Assistant
Professor Botany. She
emphasized the impor-
tance of this training
programme as an entre-
preneurial opportunity,

especially for the
young students.

The workshop was
inaugurated by Prof.
(Dr.) Romilla Malla Bhat,
Principal of the college.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, she urged the
participantsto opt this
new 21st century crop
for livelihood security.
She further added that
mushroom cultivation is
one of the most profit-
able agri-business that
can be started with a
low investment making
it an alternate source
of income generation;
especially in this region
where the land is
stonyand unfit for crop
production.

Prof. Pooja Devi, HOD,
Botany provided hands-
on training for cultivation
of Oyster mushrooms,
commonly called Dhin-
gari.

She gave the practi-
cal demonstration on
“substrate preparation

for Oyster mushrooms”
in which wheat straw
was soaked in hot water
overnight followed by
draining of excess water
from soaked straw.

After that, the process
of Spawning (addition
of mushroom seeds
to the wet straw) was
demonstrated and the
spawned substrate was
filled in polythene bags
(60cmx40cm). The poly-
thene bags were then
incubated in a sterilized
semi-dark room.

The polybags shall
now be monitored on a
regular basis for myce-
lial spread, pinhead
formation and matura-
tion of the oyster mush-
rooms. Harvesting of
first crop of mushroom
is expected within 35-40
days. About 50 students
along with teaching
and non-teaching staff
members of the college
attended this workshop.

At the end of the work-
shop, Prof. (Dr.) Romilla
Malla Bhat, Principal of
the college appreciated
the efforts of Botany
Department and encour-
aged the faculty to orga-
nize such activities in
future also.

The workshop ended
with formal vote of
thanks presented by Dr.
Ruhi Sharma, faculty of
Botany department.

J&K Ball Badminton Association conducts
se_lectio_n triz_lls for senior_men’s team

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 17:
The J&K Ball Badmin-
ton Association (JKBBA)
successfully conducted
selection trials for the
J&K Senior Ball Bad-
minton Men’'s Team
at the Gindun Sports
Stadium, Raj Bagh, Sri-
nagar. These trials were
organized in prepara-
tion for the 70th Senior
National Ball Badminton
Championship 2024-25
for Men, which will be
held in Bellari, Karna-
taka, from February 6
to 9, 2025.

The selection process

was carried out under
the supervision of the
J&K Sports Council,
ensuring transpar-
ency and fairness. Key
observers included
Magsood Ahmad Khan,
Deputy Manager of
SKISC, J&K Sports
Council; Igbal Ahmad,
Manager of Gindun
Sports Stadium, Raj
Bagh, Srinagar; and
Dilbagh Singh, Tennis
Coach.

They were joined by
senior officials from
the JKBBA, including
Arsheena Khan, Gen-
eral Secretary of JKBBA
and Joint Secretary
of BBFI, and Mohsin

Farooq, a member of
the association.

Out of the 20 partici-
pants who attended the
trials, 16 boys were
shortlisted to participate
in a 21-day Residential
Coaching Camp.

The camp, scheduled
to run from January 14
to February 3, 2025, will
also be held at Gindun
Sports Stadium, Raj
Bagh, Srinagar.

During this camp, the
players will undergo
rigorous training, after
which the final team of
10 players will be select-
ed to represent J&K at
the national champion-
ship.

IMS Jammu organizes orientation for MBA, BBA and BCA students

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: Institute
of Management Sciences
(IMS), Jammu hosted an
engaging Orientation Pro-
gram for MBA, BBA and
BCA students, aimed at moti-
vating and inspiring them for
the academic session ahead.

The event, attended by
Director IMS Dr. Meenakshi
Sharma, department coordi-
nators, faculty members, and
students, featured thought-
provoking sessions, interac-
tive activities, and valuable
insights to empower students
for a successful future.

Dr. Meenakshi Sharma
commenced the program
with an invigorating speech
emphasizing the importance
of dreams, resolutions, and
adaptability in achieving

success. Linking life lessons
with business strategies, she
urged students to embrace
change, step out of their
comfort zones, and actively
participate in campus activi-
ties.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of continuous learn-
ing and empathy for suc-
cess, she also emphasized
on having a clear vision and
setting personal goals to
navigate life effectively.

The first day included an
enlightening session on
“Achieving Problem-Solution
Fit and Product-Market Fit”
by Er. Divya Jamwal, Coor-
dinator of the Management
Department. Her talk outlined
strategies for understanding
customer needs, developing
market-ready products, and
navigating challenges like

81 ims_jammu *

resource constraints, compe-
tition, and changing market
conditions.

This was followed by an
interactive -- Innovate &
Inspire: Tagline Creation
Activity where students cre-
atively developed taglines as
part of a team-building exer-
cise. The activity encouraged
collaboration and showcased
students’ innovative thinking.

The second day of the
event started with a captivat-
ing lecture on Work Ethics,
by Er. Nidhi Jamwal, Soft
Skills Trainer & Life Skills
Coach, by underlining the
importance of responsibility,
innovation, and dedication in
achieving professional excel-
lence.

This was followed by an
insightful session on Effec-
tive Sales and Marketing for

Entrepreneurs and Startups
by Gurshish Kour, focusing
on market research, brand-
ing, and digital marketing
strategies.

Later, the “30,000 Money
Challenge” activity was held,
encouraging the students to
learn effective budget allo-
cation and strategic deci-
sion-making in a simulated
entrepreneurial setting. The
exercise aimed to teach the
students the importance of
financial planning, enabling
them to achieve both short-
term satisfaction and long-
term goals.

The event concluded with
a vote of thanks by Er Divya
Jamwal, expressing grati-
tude to the dignitaries, fac-
ulty, and students for making
the program a success.

(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).
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Saif Ali Khan recovering; Mumbai Police detain 1

The Mumbai Police on Friday
said that the accused involved
in the attack on Bollywood actor
Saif Ali Khan was last seen near
Bandra railway station and that
the search is on to nab him, an
official said.

Police suspect that after the
incident, he may have caught
the first local train in the morn-
ing and headed towards Vasai
Virar. Mumbai Police team are
searching in Vasai, Nalasopara
and Virar areas, an official said.

Earlier today, Mumbai Police
said that they have taken pos-
session of a portion of the blade
extracted from Saif’s back, while
efforts to recover the remaining
part are still underway.

Meanwhile, the Lilavati Hos-
pital said that the actor’s family
and the doctors will decide on
moving the actor to a normal
ward from the ICU later in the
day.

Bollywood Actor Saif Ali Khan
was attacked by an intruder
in his 11th-floor Bandra flat at
around 2:30 am on Thursday.
The incident occurred when an
intruder allegedly confronted the
actor’s maid at his residence.
As Saif attempted to intervene
and de-escalate the situation, it
escalated into a violent alterca-
tion, resulting in the actor sus-
taining several stab wounds.

Saif was immediately taken to
Mumbai’s Lilavati Hospital after
being stabbed by the intruder.

Raveena for stronger measures

in Bandra

The attack on Bolly-
wood star Saif Ali Khan
has once again raised
serious questions about
safety in Mumbai. Hours
after the news about
Saif’s surfaced online,
actress Raveena
Tandon through an Ins-
tagram post wished Saif
a speedy recovery and
voiced concerns about
the increased crimes in
Bandra locality. “Target-
ing celebrities and soft
targets in what used
to be a safe residential
area has become ram-
pant, with Bandra losing
out to unruly elements.
Accident scams, hawker
mafia, encroachers,
land grabbers and crimi-
nal elements racing on
bikes phone and chain
grabbing. Need stron-
ger measures. Wishing
you a speedy recovery,”

He underwent surgery under
the supervision of a team of
doctors there. As per doctors,
Saif sustained a major injury
to the thoracic spinal cord due
to a lodged knife in the spine,
and surgery was performed to
remove a 2.5-inch-long knife
from the actor’s spine and repair
his ‘leaking spinal fluid’. While
Saif is “out of danger”, doctors
are continuing to monitor him.
After surgery, he was shifted
to ICU, where he is currently
recovering.

Mumbai police registered an
FIR regarding the attack on the
actor and recorded the state-
ment of the complainant, who is
the maid employed by the actor.

In the complaint, it is alleged
that the attacker demanded one
crore rupees from the family.

person for questioning
&

took to social media,

she posted.
Meanwhile, Bollywood calling the attack
actor Pulkit Samrat also ‘shocking’.
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According to the complainant,
the intruder attacked the maid
allegedly with a hexa blade,
which hit both her hands.

“He ran towards me with
something like wood in his
left hand and a long thin hexa
blade in his right hand, during
the scuffle, he tried to attack
me with the blade, when | tried
to protect myself by moving my
hand forward, something like
a knife hit my wrist near both
my hands and the middle finger
of my left hand. At that time, |
asked him “What do you want”
Then he said, “I need money,
| asked how much.” Then he
said in English ‘One crore’,” the
statement read.

In the recorded statement,
the house help mentioned
that the incident happened at

\
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2 AM on January 16. “When |
looked again | saw a shadow
at the bathroom door, and as
| bent down to see who might
be inside, one person came out
and went towards their (Saif
Ali Khan’s) son,” the statement
added.

She further said, “He attacked
Saif with a wooden object in
her hand and a hexa blade...
We all ran out of the room and
pulled the door and then we all
ran towards him. Hearing the
sound, Ramesh, Hari, Ramu
and Paswan who were sleep-
ing came out. When we took him
to the room again, the door of
the room was open.” Mumbai
Police is currently investigating
the matter and have formed 20
teams to track down and nab the
intruder who stabbed Saif.

Dixit Gedam, DCP Zone 9 of
Mumbai Police, who is part of
the team investigating an attack
on Saif, said that the incident
was a “robbery attempt” and
the accused used a fire escape
staircase to enter Saif Ali Khan’s
house.

Gedam said, “Last night, the
accused used a fire escape
staircase to enter Saif Ali Khan’s
house. It appears to be a rob-
bery attempt. We working to
arrest the accused. 10 Detection
teams are working on the case.
An offence has been registered
in Bandra Police Station.”

Heavy police outside cinema hall in
Amristar; SGPC to stop screening of
Kangana Ranuat’s ‘Emergency’
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Amid demands to ban
Kangana Ranaut’s film
‘Emergency’, police
personnel in heavy
numbers have been
deployed outside the
PVR Suraj Chanda
Tara Cinema in Pun-
jab’s Amritsar after
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC) decided to
protest against the film
being produced by the
BJP MP.

The film is being
released today, Janu-
ary 17, which has invit-
ed strong opposition
from the SGPC, where
the committee has
demanded it be banned
in Punjab.

SPGC president Har-
jinder Singh Dhami
wrote a letter to Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-

want Mann, accusing
the film of being “politi-
cally motivated with
an aim to defame Sikh
community”.

“In a letter to Chief
Secretary of the Punjab
Government, it was
clearly stated that
‘Emergency’ film will not
be allowed to be shown
in Punjab, as it remains
politically motivated
with the aim to defame
Sikhs,” the letter read.

In a video posted by
the committee’s handle
on X, SGPC chief Dhami
said that they have sub-
mitted a demand letter
to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Amritsar,
requesting him to stop
the release of the film
that “incorrectly” por-
trays Sikh characters.

“The role of Sikh

stream band’s Ahmedabad concert

Disney+ Hotstar on
Friday announced that
it will be broadcasting
Coldplay’s concert live
from Ahmedabad on
January 26 as part of its

partnership with the Brit-
ish band.
Coldplay’s highly-

anticipated concerts in
India are touted to be the
biggest draw of 2025.
As part of their ‘Music
of the Spheres World
Tour’, the British band
has three shows at the
DY Patil Stadium in Navi
Mumbai on January 18,
19 and 21. Afourth show
will be held at Ahmed-
abad’s Narendra Modi
Stadium on January 25.

In a statement, Disney+
Hotstar said the move
is aimed at redefining
the future of entertain-
ment by democratising

Rasika Dugal on star culture creeping in OTT: People
who are doing well in a certain space, should be

kept on their toes

As Rasika Dugal turns
a year older today, she is
quite excited about how
2025 is shaping up to be
for her. “I have two films,
which have been travel-
ling to festivals—Lord
Curzon Ki Haveli and
Little Thomas. There
is one more film, and
a series that I've done,
directed by Rohan Sippy,
and then Delhi Crime 3.
There’s a subsequent
season of a show that |
had done in 2023, which
will start shooting short-
ly. And of course, Mirza-
pur The Film has been
announced, and we will
start shoot for it some-
time this year,” Rasika
Dugal shares.

Amid this busy sched-
ule, Rasika has got a
day off on her birthday to
put her well-planned ite-
nary in action: “I will start
my day with a morning
run, followed by a nice
breakfast and then go to
an art exhibition in town.
| will end the day with a
quiet dinner with family
and friends at one of my
favourite restaurants,

and if | can fit one more
thing, | would like to
revisit one of my favou-
rite films, The Eternal
Sunshine Of The Spot-
less Mind.”

Rasika is one of the
people who got rec-
ognition from the OTT
space. Having been
part of multiple success-
ful shows, does she feel
the star culture creep-
ing in the medium has
affected the positioning
of actors who emerged
on the web space?
“The streaming ser-
vices is a space where
there’s room for every-
one. That has been its
USP as there’s this sort
of democratic nature
which makes it viable.
Every month there is a
show which has new-
comers and new faces.
So, there is room for
everyone and that’s the
sign of a healthy place.
| hope that continues,”
she responds.

The actor actually
insists on the need
of such shake ups. ‘I
had a couple of suc-
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cessful shows when
the streaming services
came about, and | used
to feel that we shouldn’t
be so comfortable think-
ing we are now set here.
People who are doing
well in a certain space,
should be kept on their
toes. There should be
a fair amount of healthy
competition. It's always
good for an actor as well
as the space,” she says.

However, Rasika
admits that the medium
is still struggling
between the balance of
quality and quantity. “I
don’t know whether it's
well-balanced or not, but
it's not true that whatev-
er is happening on the
streaming services is
good. There are some
not so great scripts here
also, but there are good
scripts too.

As long as there is
enough material which
is engaging you and is
satisfying you creatively,
it's all good. Once that
sort of dwindles, then
it becomes a problem,”
she ends.

access to high-quality
experiences, enabling
fans to experience this
monumental event on
every screen across the
country.

“Hello to all our friends
in India. We are delight-
ed to announce that our
concert from Ahmed-
abad will be streamed
live on Disney+ Hotstar,
enabling you to witness
it from anywhere in
India. We eagerly antici-
pate your presence and
hope to explore your
captivating country. We
extend our warmest
regards,” said Coldplay
frontman Chris Martin.

The streaming plat-
form will provide high-
quality visuals and an
immersive experience,
complemented by exclu-
sive behind-the-scenes

characters, especially
Jarnail Singh Bhindran-
wale, in this film has
been portrayed incor-
rectly. It always hap-
pens that the govern-
ment often play with
the emotions of Sikhs.
This is why, we had
registered objections
earlier before the gov-
ernment to not release
the film. However, with
the release of the film
scheduled in Punjab, we
have submitted a letter
to DC requesting him to
stop the release.”

“Meanwhile, the
woman member of
SGPC in the video
says, “After the trailer of
the film was released,
many registered their
objections that history
was being presented
wrongly and it can hurt
sentiments of the Sikhs.
However, this film is still
being released. SGPC
submitted a letter to DC
(Amritsar).”

Rekha Sharma, a
guard of a cinema hall in
Amritsar, said, “l am not
sure about the reasons,
but the screening of this
film (Emergency) will not
take place here (at the
cinema hall).”

Disney+ Hotstar partners with Coldplay; to live

content for subscribers.

“At Disney+ Hotstar,
we have revolutionised
India’s entertainment
and sports consumption
by delivering unparal-
leled immersive experi-
ences.

“Our partnership with
Coldplay underscores
our unwavering commit-
ment to bringing iconic
cultural experiences to
audiences across the
nation. By harnessing
our advanced tech-
nology and extensive
reach, we are breaking
down barriers to privi-
leged access to premi-
um entertainment,” said
Sanjog Gupta, CEO of
JioStar - Sports.

Coldplay had earlier
performed in the country
in 2016 at the Global Cit-
izen Festival in Mumbai.

Kartik Aaryan feels entourage cost
debate in Bollywood ‘blown out

of proportion’

Bollywood has been abuzz with dis-
cussions about the escalating entou-
rage costs of its actors, which are
reportedly putting a significant strain
on film producers. Actor Kartik Aaryan
recently shared his perspective on the
matter, suggesting that the issue has
been blown out of proportion.

The actor spoke about the discus-
sion around the rising entourage costs
of actors during his appearance at
SCREEN Live session in Mumbai on
Thursday. He shared that many times,
such issues are blown out of proportion.

Kartik said, “A lot of the times, these
things are blown out of proportion. Even
if one or two people have such habits,
people think everyone is doing the
same. We are very mindful about such

things, be it our entourage fees or busi-
ness of the film. Everyone wants their
film to make profits, and the whole team
should get paid an appropriate amount.
No one should get less money. When
there were so many rumours coming up
about entourage fees recently, | felt that
it was blown out of proportion.”

The actor also shared that he is mind-
ful of his entourage costs. He added,
“This is not something that exists with
every personality or actor that you see
right now. It might be happening with
some people, but not everyone. As for
me, | always try that my whole team as
well as the producers should be happy
in paying their amounts.”

After clocking a great 2023 with the
releases of Chandu Champion and
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3, Kartik has shifted
focus to his next projects. Lately, he
is sporting a new look with long hair
and a heavy beard, which is making
everyone wonder if it is his new look for
Anurag Basu’s upcoming untitled epic
musical love story. Earlier this month,
Kartik also announced that he will lead
the upcoming film produced by Karan
Johar’s Dharma Productions, titled Tu
Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri.

He was last seen in Anees Bazmee’s
horror comedy Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3,
which was a huge success at the box
office. He reprised his role of ghost-
buster Rooh Baba from the 2022 block-
buster sequel. The film earned over 250
crore at the Indian box office.
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NEW DELHI, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): India stands as an out-
standing destination for every
investor looking to shape their
future in the mobility sector,
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday, and assured
all government support to
investors.

Addressing the gathering
after inaugurating the Bharat
Mobility Global Expo 2025 at
Bharat Mandapam here, the
Prime Minister said India is
focusing on the development
of green technology, EVs,
hydrogen fuel and biofuels.

Emphasising that the
strength of the ‘Make in India’
initiative fuels the growth pros-
pects of the country’s auto
industry, he said sale of EVs
is set to increase eight times
by the end of the decade.

Modi said the government is
working on a mobility system
which can support economy
and ecology, and create a
system which can reduce the
country’s bill on the import of
fossil fuels.

He said ‘Make in India’ ini-

tiative has played a huge role
in the development of auto
industry.

The initiative has got a push
from the PLI (production linked
incentive) scheme which has
helped in the sales of more
than Rs 2.25 lakh crore in the
sector. This scheme has cre-
ated more than 1.5 lakh direct
jobs in the automobile sector.

“Ease of travel is a big prior-
ity of India. In the last budget,
more than Rs 11 lakh crore

were provisioned for the devel-
opment of infrastructure,” the
prime minister said, and added
the network of multi-lanes and
highways were expanded.

Noting that India’s automo-
tive industry is both fantas-
tic and future-ready, he said
India’s auto industry witnessed
a 12 per cent annual growth
last year and exports too rose
significantly.

Encouraging corporates to
invest in the sector, Modi said

the rising middle class, rapid
urbanisation, high quality infra-
structure development, and
affordable vehicles are going to
push automobile sector.

The endeavour, he said, is to
develop a complete ecosystem
for mobility, the PM said.

He also said it is the right
time to invest in battery storage
system in India.

The five-day expo which is
being held across three venues
— Bharat Mandapam and Yas-
hobhoomi in the national capital
and India Expo Center and Mart,
Greater Noida — is expected to
witness over 100 new launches
across automobiles, component
products and technologies.

The Bharat Mobility Global
Expo 2025, scheduled from
January 17-22, will bring the
entire value chain of the mobil-
ity ecosystem — from automo-
bile manufacturers to compo-
nents, electronics parts, tyre
and energy storage makers,
and automotive software firms
and material recyclers — under
a single umbrella.

- Two BSF jawans injured in
 IED blast triggered by
~ Maoists in Chhattisgarh’s

"

NARAYANPUR, Jan
17 (Agencies): Two
personnel of the Border
Security Force were
injured when Mao-
ists set off an impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) in Chhattisgarh’s
Narayanpur district on
Friday, police said.

The incident took
place in the morning
when a BSF road-
opening party from its
camp near Garpa vil-

Narayanpur district

lage was out on patrol-
ling, a police official
said.

The road-opening
party was between
the camp and Garpa
village when Maoists
detonated the IED
causing injuries to two
jawans, he said.

The injured jawans
were being shifted to
the hospital, he added.

On Thursday,
two commandos of

CoBRA, an elite jungle
warfare unit of CRPF,
were wounded when a
pressure |IED planted
by Naxalites went off in
the neighbouring Bija-
pur district.

On January 12, a
10-year-old girl was
injured in Sukma dis-
trict and two policemen
sustained wounds in
Bijapur district in simi-
lar pressure |[ED blasts.
Two days before, a vil-
lager was killed and
three others were
injured in two separate
such incidents in the
Orchha area of Naray-
anpur district.

Eight police person-
nel and their civil-
ian driver were killed
when Maoists blew up
a vehicle with an IED
in Bijapur district on
January 6.

‘India-US ties based on technology’: EAM Jaishankar
at the opening of US Consulate in Bangalore

Four youths gang rape class 12
student in Bihar’s Saran;

one arrested

PATNA, Jan 17 (Agencies): A class
12th student was gang raped by four
youths in Bihar’s Saran district, prompt-
ing the police to arrest of one of the
accused within 24 hours of the incident

on Friday.

Saran Superintendent of Police Kumar
Ashish said that the victim reached the
police station on Thursday and lodged
a complaint with Bhagwan Bazar police
station, accusing four individuals of out-

raging her modesty.

The victim told the police that she
came in contact with one of the accused
through social media. On January 16,
her social media friend called her on
her phone when she was returning from
her school by a bus from Baniapur. On
her boyfriend’s request she alighted
from the bus and met him. Later they
reached near a college where his three

friends were waiting.

Taking advantage of the situation, the
four accused took turns to rape her.

Being in a deserted place, her cries for
help went unheard.

Later the victim reached Bhagwan
Bazar police station and lodged a
formal complaint against the accused.

SP Kumar Ashish said that the girl was

sent to Chapra Sadar Hospital for a
medical examination. A forensic team
also visited the place of occurrence and
collected evidence to corroborate the
victim’s statement.

The SP said that a special team has

been set up to conduct raids on sus-
pected hideouts of the three remaining
accused, who were absconding after
the incident. “They will be brought to
book at the earliest,” he told the media.
The rape surviver got frightened after
the incident as the accused threatened
her with dire consequences if she
reported the incident to the police.

“l somehow mustered courage and

narrated the ordeal to the investigating
officer,” she added.

NEW DELHI, Jan 17 i |

(Agencies): External
Affairs Minister (EAM)
S Jaishankar joined US
Ambassador to India,
Eric Garcetti, for the
opening of the US Con-
sulate in Bangalore.
Speaking about the
expanse of the India-
US ties, Jaishankar
said, “Our relationship
will be heavily based on
technology. It will have
a much bigger space
component because
the space domain is
just beginning to open
up. Defence is a crucial
area.”

The event was also
attended by Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar.

Jaishankar added,

“Defence is an absolute-
ly crucial area. | look at
technology, space and
defence, and | think
there is a case for stron-
ger US presence and
leveraging the capabili-
ties of Bengaluru and
Karnataka.”

The minister also cited
how two decades ago,
there were virtually no

Judgement in rape-murder of R G Kar doctor tomorrow

KOLKATA, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): The much-awaited judge-
ment in the brutal rape and
murder of an on-duty doctor at
R G Kar Medical College and
Hospital, which led to nation-
wide outrage and prolonged
protests, will be delivered on
Saturday.

Sanjay Roy, who was a civic
volunteer with the city police,
was charged with committing
the crime on the postgraduate
trainee at the state-run hospital
in north Kolkata on August 9 last
year.

The judgement will be deliv-
ered on Saturday, 57 days after
the trial commenced before the
court of additional district and
sessions judge, Sealdah court,
Anirban Das.

The Kolkata Police which was

investigating the case initially
arrested Roy on August 10, a
day after the medic’s body was
recovered from the seminar
room of the hospital.

Later, the Calcutta High Court
transferred the case to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation. The
agency has sought the death
penalty for the accused.

The in-camera trial in the rape
and murder of the doctor com-
menced on November 12 and
50 witnesses were examined.

Hearing in the trial of Roy was
concluded on January 9.

Maintaining that other persons
were also involved in the crime,
the parents of the victim have
said that they expect that they
will also be arrested and tried
before the court.

The parents have also filed

an application before the court
seeking further investigation into
the case.

The crime led to nationwide
outrage and prolonged protests
by junior doctors in Kolkata,
demanding justice for the victim
and stronger security arrange-
ments in state-run hospitals.

Opposition political parties,
including the BJP and the
CPI(M), protested the gruesome
crime, but apolitical movements
demanding justice for the victim
were more visible with members
of the civil society being at the
forefront.

Members of the civil society in
Kolkata and some other cities
of the state took out midnight
rallies terming those as ‘Reclaim
the night’ to demand justice for
the victim doctor, whom some

named “Abhaya”, while others
called her “Tilottama”.

Disclosing the identity of a
rape victim is prohibited by the
law.

Supporters of archrival clubs
of Kolkata - East Bengal,
Mohun Bagan and Moham-
medan Sporting - also took to
the streets of the metropolis
demanding justice for the victim.

The Supreme Court, which
suo motu took up the matter
concerning the rape and murder
at R G Kar hospital, had formed
a National Task Force (NTF)
for suggesting a protocol for
the safety of doctors and other
medical professionals across
the country.

The NTF filed a report before
the apex court in November last
year.

American weapons in
the Indian inventory,
and very little defence
collaboration. “Today,
we fly the C-17s, the
C-130Js; the Chinooks,
the Apaches.”

He also highlighted
the importance of the
education and research
sector between the two
countries. “l hope to see

collaborative campuses,
exchange of students
and a stronger Ameri-
can education presence
in this region,” Jaishan-
kar said.

The Minister cited how
supply chains are under-
going a transformation.
“Trusted supply chains
will really become key
to strategic partnerships
and there | see a great
future for India and the
US,” Jaishankar added.

He said that an Ameri-
can consulate was not
there in Bengaluru was
a gap in the relationship.
It was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who,
in 2023, said that this
consulate was needed.
“The formal opening of
this consulate is one

more sign that we are
overcoming the hesita-
tions of history,” Jais-
hankar said. He did not
say it but the reference
stemmed from the cold
war era (1945-91).

“We will be opening
our consulate in Los
Angeles also,” the EAM
said.

US Ambassador
Garcetti said, “The US
mission is the second
largest mission any-
where in the world.
Presently, visa services
are not being offered
from Bengaluru, but will
happen soon. US-India
relations will be indis-
pensable for peace,
prosperity and for the
planet.”

Nine killed as minivan
rams into stationary bus on
Pune-Nashik Highway

. e » “ »
PUNE, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): At least nine
people were killed after
a tempo hit their mini-
van, causing it to ram
into a stationary bus on

- o S
the Pune-Nashik High-
way on Friday morning,
police said.

The accident occurred
near Narayangaon
around 10 am.

The minivan was
heading towards Naray-
angaon when a tempo
hit the vehicle from
behind, causing it to
ram into an empty bus
parked on the side of
the road, said Pankaj
Deshmukh, superin-
tendent of police, Pune
Rural.

All nine occupants
of the minivan were
killed, he said, adding
that further details were
awaited.

NEET aspirant from Odisha dies by suicide in
Kota, third case in 2025

Gehlot slams Centre, Punjab Govt

KOTA, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): An 18-year-old
NEET aspirant from
Odisha allegedly
hanged himself in his
hostel room here, police
said on Friday.

Officials said that no
suicide note was recov-
ered from the room.
The incident occurred
in Ambedkar Colony,
Vigyan Nagar area on
Thursday night.

According to police,
Abhijeet Giri, hailing
from Mayurbhanj dis-
trict in Odisha, had
been preparing for the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET)
at a coaching institute
since April, 2024.

Meos

The incident came to
light when around 8 pm
when a mess worker
went to deliver food
to Abhijeet’s room, a
police officer said.

Upon receiving no
response, the mess
worker along with a
few hostellers forcibly
opened the door and
found him hanging from
the ceiling fan, Assistant

Sub-Inspector (ASI) Lal
Singh Tanwar said.

A police team reached
the spot and sent the
body for post-mortem,
which will be con-
ducted after his family
arrives. They have been
informed about the inci-
dent, the ASI added.

He said that no suicide
note was recovered from
the room and the reason

behind the suicide is yet
to be ascertained.

The ceiling fan in the
hostel room was not
equipped with suicide
prevention device,
mandated by the district
administration to pre-
vent suicides in student
accommodations, the
officer said.

Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that Abhi-
jeet was good in studies
and attended his coach-
ing classes regularly, he
said.

This is the third suicide
by a coaching student
in Kota this year. The
city, a prominent hub for
coaching institutes, saw
17 such cases in 2024.

over Dallewal’s fast

JAIPUR, Jan 17

(Agencies): Former
Rajasthan Chief Min-
ister Ashok Gehlot on
Friday accused the
Centre and Punjab Gov-
ernment of being insen-
sitive towards farmer

-

leader Jagdeep Singh
Dallewal, who has been
on an indefinite hunger
strike.

The Congress leader
said this is the reason
why 111 other farmers
have gone on a hunger

strike to put their point
before the Government.

“It has been 51 days
now since farmer leader
Shri Jagjit Singh Dallew-
al has been on a hunger
strike.

His health is continu-
ously deteriorating. In
these 51 days, the Cen-
tral and Punjab gov-
ernment have shown
complete insensitivity,”
Gehlot said in a state-
ment.

Dallewal has been
on an indefinite hunger
strike at the Khanauri
border point between
Punjab and Haryana
since November 26

last year in support of
various demands of
the farmers, including
a legal guarantee for
minimum support price
of crops.

Gehlot said the Gov-
ernment heard their
grievances after about
700 farmers lost their
lives in protest against
the three black farmer
laws.

“It is beyond under-
standing why such a
situation arises again
and again and why the
government does not
want to find a solution
by talking to the farmers’
delegation,” he said.
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Netanyahu says deal to release hostages
held in Gaza reached

PM'’s office had accused Hamas of reneging on parts of the agreement to

TEL AVIV, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on Friday a
deal to return hostages held
in the Gaza Strip has been
reached, after his office had
said earlier there were last
minute snags in finalising a
ceasefire that would pause 15
months of war.

Netanyahu said he would
convene his security Cabinet
later on Friday and then the
government will approve the
long-awaited hostage deal.

Netanyahu’s pre-dawn state-
ment appeared to clear the
way for Israeli approval of the
deal, which would pause the
fighting in the Gaza Strip and
see dozens of hostages held
by militants in Gaza released
in exchange for Palestinian
prisoners held by Israel.

The deal would also allow hun-
dreds of thousands of displaced
Palestinians to return to the
remains of their homes in Gaza.

Meanwhile, Israeli airstrikes
killed at least 72 people in the
war-ravaged territory on Thurs-
day.

Netanyahu said he had
instructed a special task force to
prepare to receive the hostages
returning from Gaza, and that
their families had been informed
the deal had been reached.

Israel had delayed a vote on
Thursday on the ceasefire,
blaming a last-minute dispute
with Hamas for holding up
approval as rising tensions in
Netanyahu’s government coali-
tion raised concerns about the
implementation of the deal just
a day after US President Joe
Biden and key mediator Qatar
announced it was complete.

Netanyahu’s office had
accused Hamas of reneging
on parts of the agreement in an
attempt to gain further conces-
sions. In a briefing on Thurs-
day, David Mencer, an Israeli
government spokesman, said
Hamas’ new demands dealt with
the deployment of Israeli forces
in the Philadelphi corridor, the
narrow strip bordering Egypt
that Israeli troops seized in May.

Hamas denied the claims,
with Izzat al-Rishqg, a senior
Hamas official, saying the mili-
tant group “is committed to the
ceasefire agreement, which was
announced by the mediators.”

The ceasefire agreement has
drawn fierce resistance from
Netanyahu’s far-right coalition
partners, which the Israeli prime
minister depends on to remain
in power. On Thursday, Israel’'s
hard-line national security min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir threatened
to quit the government if Israel
approved the ceasefire. There
was no immediate comment

Death toll rises to 5 in rocket and

gain further concessions

from Ben-Guvir following Netan-
yahu's statement the hostage
deal had been reached.

Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty called on Israel and
Hamas to implement a Gaza
ceasefire plan “without any
delay” in an exclusive interview
on Thursday. Egypt has been
a key mediator between the
enemies for years and a lead-
ing player in ongoing ceasefire
negotiations.

The deal announced on
Wednesday would pause the
fighting with a view to eventually
wind down a 15-month war that
has destabilised the Middle East
and sparked worldwide protests.

Hamas triggered the war with
its October 7, 2023, cross-bor-
der attack into Israel that killed
some 1,200 people and took
250 others hostage.

Israel responded with a dev-
astating offensive that has
killed over 46,000 Palestin-
ians, according to local health
officials, who do not distinguish
between civilians and militants
but say women and children
make up more than half of those
killed.

The military campaign has
levelled vast swaths of Gaza,
and pushed about 90 per cent of
Gaza’s population of 2.3 million
from their homes. Hundreds of
thousands are struggling with
hunger and disease in squalid
tent camps on the coast.

Netanyahu faces heavy inter-
nal pressure

The Israeli prime minister has
faced great domestic pressure
to bring home the hostages,
whose families have pleaded
with Netanyahu to prioritise the
release of their loved ones over
politics.

But Israeli divisions over the
deal were on stark display on
Thursday, as Ben-Guvir, a key
coalition partner, threatened to
resign, saying the ceasefire was
“reckless” and would “destroy all
of Israel’'s achievements.”

The departure of Ben-Gvir’s
Jewish Power party would
reduce the number of the ruling

coalition’s seats in the Israeli
parliament, or Knesset, from 68
to 62 — leaving Netanyahu'’s
government with just the slim-
mest of majorities. Ben-Gvir
said his party would return to
the coalition if Israel resumes
its war.

Ben-Gvir’s resignation would
not bring down the government
or derail the ceasefire deal. But
the move would destabilise
the government at a delicate
moment and could lead to its
collapse if Ben-Gvir is joined by
other key Netanyahu allies.

Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, for instance, is vehe-
mently opposed to the agree-
ment and has demanded that
Netanyahu promise to resume
the war against Hamas after the
first phase of the ceasefire as a
condition of his party staying in
the coalition.

A night of heavy Israeli strikes

Palestinians in Gaza reported
heavy Israeli bombardment on
Thursday as people were cel-
ebrating the ceasefire deal. In
previous conflicts, both sides
have stepped up military opera-
tions in the final hours before
ceasefires as a way to project
strength.

“We were expecting that the
(Israeli) occupation would inten-
sify the bombing, like they did
every time there were reports
of progress in truce talks,” said
Mohammed Mahdi, who is shel-
tering in Gaza City.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said
Israeli strikes killed at least 72
people since the ceasefire deal
was announced. It said the toll
from Thursday’s strikes only
includes bodies brought to two
hospitals in Gaza City and the
actual toll is likely higher.

“Yesterday was a bloody day,
and today is bloodier,” said
Zaher al-Wahedi, a Health Min-
istry official.

The Israeli military said it had
struck approximately 50 militant
targets across the Gaza Strip
over the past day, including
weapons storage facilities and
rocket launch sites.

Anxiety spread across Gaza
on Thursday with the news of
last-minute quarrelling between
Hamas and Israeli officials.

“We ask our brothers in Hamas
to communicate with mediators
to end the war,” said Omar Jen-
diya, in Deir al-Balah. “Enough
with the destruction and killing.”

A phased withdrawal and
hostage release with potential
pitfalls

Under the deal reached on
Wednesday, 33 of some 100
hostages who remain in Gaza
are set to be released over the
next six weeks in exchange for
hundreds of Palestinians impris-
oned by Israel. Israeli forces
will pull back from many areas,
hundreds of thousands of Pal-
estinians would be able to return
to what’s left of their homes,
and there would be a surge of
humanitarian assistance.

The remainder of the hos-
tages, including male soldiers,
are to be released in a second
— and much more difficult —
phase that will be negotiated
during the first. Hamas has said
it will not release the remaining
captives without a lasting cease-
fire and a full Israeli withdrawal,
while Israel has vowed to keep
fighting until it dismantles the
group and to maintain open-
ended security control over the
territory.

Ceasefire leaves questions
about Gaza’s future unan-
swered

US President-elect Donald
Trump’s Mideast envoy joined
the talks in the final weeks, and
both the outgoing administration
and Trump’s team took credit for
the breakthrough.

Longer-term questions about
postwar Gaza remain, includ-
ing who will rule the territory or
oversee the daunting task of
reconstruction.

Israel has come under heavy
international criticism, including
from its closest ally, the United
States, over the civilian toll in
Gaza. It also blames Hamas for
the civilian casualties, accusing
it of using schools, hospitals and
residential areas for military pur-
poses.

Hamas has come under over-
whelming pressure from Isra-
el's invasion of Gaza’s largest
cities and towns and seizure of
the border between Gaza and
Egypt. Its top leaders, includ-
ing Yahya Sinwar, who was
believed to have helped mas-
termind the 2023 attack, have
been killed.

But its fighters have regrouped
in some of the hardest-hit areas
after the withdrawal of Israeli
forces, raising the prospect of a
prolonged insurgency if the war
continues.

gun attack on an aid convoy in
restive northwestern Pakistan

PARACHINAR, Jan
17 (Agencies): The
death toll from a rocket
and gun attack on an
aid convoy in restive
northwestern Pakistan
has jumped to at least
five, local authorities
said Friday.

The attack happened
Thursday when trucks
carrying food, medicine
and other relief sup-
plies for hundreds of
thousands of besieged
residents were heading
to Kurram, a district hit
by sectarian violence in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Authorities initially
said a security officer
was killed in the attack,
but Shaukat Ali, a dis-
trict administrator in
Kurram, said on Friday
that another officer
had died at a hospital
and the bodies of three
missing truck drivers
had been found.

He said five drivers
were still missing and
their trucks had been
burned by the attackers.

No one has claimed
responsibility for the
attack in Kurram, which
has been the scene of
violence between Shiite
and Sunni tribes since
July 2024.

The violence surged
in November when
attackers opened fire
on vehicles carrying
passengers, killing 52
people, mostly Shiites.
Since then, at least 130

people have died in vio-
lence there.

Thursday’s attack
came weeks after the
government secured a
ceasefire deal between
tribal leaders.

Shiite Muslims domi-
nate parts of Kurram,
although they are a
minority in the rest
of Pakistan, which is
majority Sunni. The
area has a history of
sectarian conflict, with
militant Sunni groups
previously targeting
minority Shiites.

Alexei Naval

PETUSHKI, Jan 17
(Agencies): Three
lawyers who once rep-
resented the late Rus-
sian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny were
jailed Friday in Russia
as part of the Kremlin’s
crackdown on dissent
that has reached levels
unseen since Soviet
times.

Vadim Kobzev, Igor
Sergunin and Alexei
Liptser were jailed from
3 1/2 to five years by
a court in the town of
Petushki, about 100
kilometers (60 miles)
east of Moscow. They
were arrested in Octo-
ber 2023 on charges
of involvement with
extremist groups, as
Navalny’s networks
were deemed by author-
ities.

The case was widely
seen as a way to
increase pressure on
the opposition to dis-
courage defense law-

yers from taking political
cases.

At the time, Navalny
was serving a 19-year
prison term on several
criminal convictions,
including extremism. He
died in a Russian prison
camp in February 2023.

The independent Rus-
sian newspaper Novaya
Gazeta reported that
Kobzev said in his final
statement in court on
Jan. 10 that “we are
being tried for transmit-
ting Navalny’s thoughts
to other people.”

Navalny’s networks

Pakistan court convicts Imran
Khan and his wife in 190 million
pound Al-Qadir Trust case

The verdict, delayed three times previously, was

announced by Judge Nasir Javed Rana in a
makeshift courtroom at Adiala Jail

ISLAMABAD, Jan 17
(Agencies): The court
on Friday convicted
former Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan
and his wife, Bushra
Bibi, in the 190 mill-
lion pound Al-Qadir
Trust case with the
PTl founder being
sentenced to 14 years
in prison while seven
year jail term has been
handed over to his
wife, Dawn reported.

The verdict, delayed
three times previ-
ously, was announced
by Judge Nasir Javed
Rana in a makeshift
courtroom at Adiala
Jail. The court asked
Imran Khan and his
wife to pay a fine of
amounting to Pakistani
Rupees (PKR) 1mil-
lion and PKR 500,000,
respectively. Failure
to pay the fines would
cause six months in
jail.

The judge announced
the verdict amid tight
security outside Adiala
Jail. Following the
announcement of the
verdict, Bushra Bibi
was arrested from the
courtroom. The couple
was indicted in the
case on February 27
last year, shortly after
the elections were held
on February 8.

Before the hearing,
PTI chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan, while
speaking to reporters
outside Adiala Jail, had
said, “You can guess
the injustice that have
occurred over the last
two years.” He said, “If
a fair decision is made,
Imran and Bushra will
be acquitted.”

The case alleges that
Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi obtained billions of
rupees and land worth
hundreds of kanals from
Bahria Town Ltd for
legalising PKR 50 bil-
lion that was identified
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were deemed extremist
following a 2021 ruling
that outlawed his orga-
nizations — the Foun-
dation for Fighting Cor-
ruption and a network
of regional offices — as
extremist groups.

That ruling, which
exposed anyone
involved with the orga-
nizations to prosecu-
tion, was condemned
by Kremlin critics as
politically motivated
and designed to stifle
Navalny’s activities.

According to Naval-
ny’s allies, authorities

and returned to Pakistan
by the UK during the
PTI government, Dawn

reported.
On December 23,
when the verdict

was supposed to be
announced, an Islam-
abad accountabil-
ity court postponed the
verdict in the case till
January 6 due to winter
vacations.

On January 6, the ver-
dict was not announced
as Judge Nasir Javed
Rana, who has been
hearing the case, was
on leave. During the
hearing on January 13,
the judge said that Imran
Khan and Bushra Bibi's
absence in the account-
ability court at the Adiala
Jail was the reason for
the delay in announcing
the verdict.

In 2023, PTI founder
was arrested in vari-
ous legal claims, which
he has termed “politi-
cally motivated.” In
2024, he was acquit-
ted in the cypher and
Iddat cases. However,
he was charged in the
Toshakhana 2 case.

In December 2023, the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) had reg-
istered a corruption case
against Imran Khan and
seven others, including
his wife, in relation to
the Al-Qadir University
Trust, Dawn reported.

The case filed by
NAB alleged that Imran
Khan, who is currently in
prison, played a “pivotal
role in the illicit transfer
of funds meant for the
state of Pakistan into an
account designated for
the payment of land by
Bahria Town, Karachi.”
It claimed that despite
given multiple opportu-
nities to share informa-
tion, the accused inten-
tionally did not provide
information on one pre-
text or another.

The suspects in the

accused the lawyers of
using their position to
pass information from
him to his team.

Navalny, an anti-cor-
ruption campaigner and
outspoken opponent
of President Vladimir
Putin, was arrested in
2021 upon his return
from Germany, where
he was recuperating
from a nerve agent poi-
soning he blamed on
the Kremlin. He was
ordered to serve 2 1/2
years in prison.

After two more trials,
his sentence was
extended to 19 years.
He and his allies said
the charges were politi-
cally motivated and
accused the Kremlin of
seeking to jail him for
life.

In December 2023,
Navalny was moved
from a penal colony in
the Vladimir region east
of Moscow to one above
the Arctic Circle, where

case include property
tycoon Malik Riaz Hus-
sain and his son Ahmed
Ali Riaz, Mirza Shehzad
Akbar, and Zulfi Bukhari.
However, instead of
joining the investiga-
tion, they absconded
and were subsequently
declared proclaimed
offenders (PO), Dawn
reported.

Bushra Bibi’s close
friend Farhat Shahza-
di and Ziaul Mustafa
Nasim, a legal expert for
the PTI government’s
Assets Recovery Unit,
were also declared POs.
Subsequently, the prop-
erties of all six accused
had been frozen.

According to the case,
Riaz’s son transferred
240 kanals of land to
Shahzadi, while Bukhari
obtained land under a
trust, which NAB stated
did not exist at the time
of the transfer. Accord-
ing to the prosecution,
the trust was formed
only after the adjust-
ment of 190 million
pound, raising doubts
regarding its purpose
and legitimacy.

In July 2024, Pervez
Khattak, a PTI leader
back then who left
the party in 2023 after
the May 9 riots, said
in court, that he also
attended the meeting in
December 2019, where
then-accountability
adviser Mirza Shahzad
Akbar presented a confi-
dential deed in a sealed
envelope for cabinet
approval.

Khattak said that
when he asked details
regarding the document,
Akbar said that it was an
agreement between the
Pakistani government
and UK’s National Crime
Agency for the refund of
crime proceeds, as per
the report.

Days later, Imran
Khan’s then-principal
secretary, Azam Khan,
testified that Akbar
brought a note to ask for
Imran Khan’s approval
to present the confiden-
tial deed in the cabinet
meeting. Pakistan’s
then-minister of defence
production, Zubaida
Jalal, in the court, said
that ministers were “kept
in the dark” on the trans-
fer of “crime proceeds”
to Malik Riaz.

3 lawyers for the late Russian opposition leader
ny are jailed

he died in February at
the age of 47 under
still-unexplained cir-
cumstances. His widow,
Yulia Navalnaya, and
members of his team
alleged he was killed on
orders from the Kremlin.
Officials have rejected
the accusation.

Two other Navalny
lawyers, Olga Mikhailo-
va and Alexander Fed-
ulov, are on a wanted
list but no longer live in
Russia. Mikhailova, who
defended Navalny for a
decade, said she was
charged in absentia with
extremism.

Kobzev, Liptser and
Sergunin have been
deemed to be political
prisoners, according to
human rights advocates
from Memorial, Rus-
sia’s most prominent
rights group that won
the Nobel Peace Prize
in 2022. The group
demands their immedi-
ate release.
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All J&K GRDS resolves eight-year dispute. ousts
litigant

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17:
During a press briefing
organized to celebrate
Lohri Milan, the All J&K
Guru Ravidass Sabha
(GRDS), represented
by its Executive Body,
Branch Heads, and
prominent members of
the Ravidassia com-
munity, announced the
resolution of an eight-
year-long dispute within
the Sabha.

The Ravidassia biradri
of J&K, numbering over
4 lakh members, con-
vened a General Body
Meeting on 29th Decem-
ber 2024 to address the
prolonged conflict, which
had previously been
entangled in legal dis-
putes and court orders.

The General Body
Meeting, conducted as
per the Sabha Constitu-
tion, invoked Rule 9 to
oust both disputing par-
ties. It also appointed
an Adhoc Committee to
oversee the upcoming
Shoba Yatra on 9th Feb-
ruary and the celebra-
tion of Parkash Divas of
Guru Ravidass Ji Maha-

2025. The newly elect-
ed Adhoc Committee
was tasked with orga-
nizing these events with
grandeur and harmony.
The Sabha emphasized
that neither the Gen-
eral ljlas nor the current
Adhoc Committee is
under judicial review.

Amidst rumors sug-
gesting that ousted
President Piran Ditta
might attempt to claim
Sabha property based
on a 2019 court order,
the Sabha clarified that
the General House
holds supreme author-
ity in resolving internal

disputes. The 2019
court order pertains to
individuals who are not
involved in the current
settlement.

The Sabha highlighted
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earlier attempts to
conduct elections under
judicial oversight. On
1st June 2017, the 1st
Additional District Judge
constituted an Election
Board chaired by Sh.
Gopal Dass Dogra and
supervised by the Divi-
sional Commissioner
of Jammu. However,
Piran Ditta allegedly
sabotaged the elec-
tion process by with-
holding membership
records and voters’ lists
and refusing to provide
accommodations for
storing essential docu-
ments. In December
2017, the Divisional
Commissioner noted
that the Election Board
was not cooperating,
leading to a stalemate
in the electoral process.
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To resolve the ongo-
ing crisis, the General
House invoked its con-
stitutional powers to
oust both parties and
form the Adhoc Commit-
tee. This committee will
not only organize key
events but also facilitate
elections for the next
governing body as per
the Sabha Constitution.

Prof. Shivgotra, the
Sabha spokesperson,
informed the media that
nearly all branch sabhas
have submitted memo-
randums to the Divi-
sional Commissioner
and the Deputy Com-
missioner of Jammu,
supporting the Adhoc
Committee. The mem-
orandums urged civil
and police authorities
to avoid interference in

religious matters, citing
potential law-and-order
concerns tied to the sen-
timents of the Ravidas-
sia Biradari.

The Sabha also dis-
closed financial irregu-
larities involving the
ousted President. An
FIR was lodged against
him for allegedly with-
drawing Rs 2,30,000
from the SBI Bank on
30th December 2024
and 2nd January 2025
without authorization.
Further investigations
into past embezzle-
ments are underway,
and legal action will be
pursued to safeguard
public funds.

The Sabha extended
its gratitude to the media
and the civil and police
administration for sup-
porting its constitutional
authority and ensuring
the resolution of inter-
nal conflicts. The Sabha
reiterated its commit-
ment to fostering unity
within the Ravidassia
community and pre-
serving the sanctity of
its religious and cultural
practices.

raj on 12th February

NCC Dte Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh initiates

historic first flight at Udhampur

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Jan 17: In a
remarkable historical milestone
for the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), cadets from the newly
raised 1 J&K Air Squadern NCC
made their inaugural flight on
Friday, marking a significant
achievement for the NCC and its
growing commitment to provide
dynamic training opportunities
to its cadets. The maiden flight
took place at Udhampur, under
the aegis of NCC Dte Jammu
Kashmir & Ladakh, offering the
cadets an unforgettable experi-
ence and hands-on exposure
to aviation.

1 J&K Air Sqn NCC which has
been recently raised under the
leadership of its first Command-
ing Officer Wing Commander
Nitin Yadav holds the unique
distinction of being the first and
the only Air NCC squadron in
this region. The unit is dedi-
cated to fostering excellence in
aviation and adventure training
among cadets, preparing them
for leadership roles both within
the armed forces and in civilian

life. The unit has been
equipped with Microlight air-
crafts to ensure flying training of
cadets and gain practical experi-
ence in aviation.

Cadet Siya Kotwal from
SKUAST Jammu, the first cadet
who got airborne expressed
excitement and pride, saying,
“Flying was an experience | will
never forget. It's a dream come
true and an opportunity | never
imagined | would get. This flight
has inspired me to push myself
further and pursue my passion
for aviation.” Cadet Aviral of
Army Public School at Udham

pur was also ecstatic on get-
ting this experience, saying
“This flying experience has
motivated me to push myself in
my dream of joining the Armed
Forces. | will never forget this
unique experience”. Similar
emotions and excitement were
also displayed by Cadet Akshat
Gupta of SKUAST Jammu and
Cadet Bhumika Sharma of
SMVDU Katra on getting first
flying experience ever.

Speaking on the occasion, Wg
Cdr Nitin Yadav emphasized,
“This first flight signifies not just
a technical achievement, but a

new chapter in the NCC’s ongo-
ing mission to inspire and chal-
lenge the youth of our nation in
chasing their dreams. We are
proud to provide opportunities
for cadets to explore new hori-
zons and enhance their skills in
multi-dimensional domain.”

The successful flying event is
set to pave the way for enduring
opportunities, further reinforc-
ing the NCC'’s role in instilling
a sense of adventure and disci-
pline in the youth of the country.
As part of the ongoing mission,
the NCC aims to expand its
aviation and adventure training
programs, offering cadets more
hands-on opportunities that
promote confidence, teamwork,
and leadership.

1 J&K Air Sgn NCC at Udham-
pur as part of NCC Group HQ
Jammu is expected to play a
key role in enhancing the NCC'’s
aviation training capacity in this
region, explosing the next gen-
eration of young leaders of the
region to new vistas and make
them future ready to contrib-
ute to the development of the
nation.

DSS rededicates with rejuvenated

fresh team

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: After
being unanimously re-
elected as president of
the 120 year old secu-
lar social organization
Dogra Sadar Sabha
(DSS) former Minis-
ter Th. Gulchain Singh
Charak, in consultation
with newly elected Gen-
eral Secretary H C Jal-
maria Adv. announced
his other office bearers
selected from the cream
of distinguished person-
alities of Jammu region.

The members briefly
touched upon the his-
torical journey of the
120 years and the major
landmark achievements
of the Sabha.

The team resolved to
dedicate themselves
for the cause of Jammu
and Duggar Pradesh
as envisioned by the
founder forefathers and
on secular lines taking
with them Dogras from
all walks of life, regions,

religions trades.

The elected body and
nominated members
also represent a similar
pattern.

Col Karan Singh
(Retd) shall continue
as Sr. Vice President
of DSS, while Gambhir
Dev Singh shall be Vice
President in charge of
Youth wing. Adv HC Jal-
meria, Gen Secretary,
G A Khwaja Addl. Gen.
Secretary 1/C Head
Office, Arvinder Singh
Amn Addl Gen Secre-
tary, Narinder Singh
Jamwal, Treasurer, Dr
Nasib Singh Manhas,
Convener Cultural
Wing, Jagdeep Singh,
Secretary Organisa-
tion, Brig VS Dheman
has been assigned IT,
Social Media & Library,
Amanat Ali Shah, Jt
Secretary Org, Khajur
Singh, Jt Secretary 1/C
Panchayat/ Numberdar
and Chowkidar Cell,
Prof. Dr Anita Billawaria
Convener Mahila Wing

with Uma Katal & Prof.
Sonia Jasrotia, Maj
Gen Sunita Kapoor,
VSM (Retd) Convener
Ex-servicemen Cell,
Co- Convener Col Dr.
Virendra K Sahi, VrC
(Retd) & Lt.Col Rashid
Ahmed (Retd.). Brig
MS Jamwal, (Retd)
Convener media Cell
with Co- convener Col
Dr Virendra K Sahi, VrC
& Gambhir Dev Singh.
Besides that there is
Bhawan Development
Committee assigned
to Col Karan Singh,
Narinder Singh Jamwal,
Chhankar Singh & Er
Surinder Kumar.

Teachers Cell —Devin-
der Singh, Sumesh
Damral & Sukhdev
Singh, Youth wing
Convener Adv Ashtam
Siddiqui. The Num-
berdar and Chowkidar
Cell includes, Conve-
ner Capt Sardar Singh
(Nud) Co-convener Raj
Kumar (Hiranager) Raj-
kumar & Shankar Singh
(Gran Morh- Reasi).

All the old & new mem-
bers assured their full
solidarity and voluntary
willing desire to fully
dedicate themselves to
carry forward the noble
aims and aspirations of
the Sabha as per the
charter and constitution
of the DSS.

CUJ organizes TB Awareness Camp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
Central University of
Jammu (CUJ), in collab-
oration with the Director-
ate of Health Services
Jammu, organized a
one-day Tuberculosis

(TB) Awareness Camp
in view of 100 days of TB
Mukt Bharat to educate
university staff about TB
prevention and control.

The camp featured
informative sessions
led by distinguished
experts, including Dr.

Nasreen, Dr. Geetanjali,
Dr. Sona. They provided
detailed insights into TB,
its symptoms, treatment
options, and preventive
measures.

The sessions aimed
to spread awareness
about early detection
and reduce the stigma

associated with the dis-
ease.

The event was coor-
dinated by Dr. Vijayata
Puri, Senior Medical
Officer, Central Uni-
versity of Jammu, who
ensured the smooth
execution of the pro-
gram.

The awareness drive
was well-received by
the university staff
and underscored the
importance of collective
efforts in combating TB.
Saleem, Gaurav, and
Ashok were also pres-
ent as resource persons
of the event.

GDC Kathua organises symposium
Competition on Road Safety

Top News Report

KATHUA, Jan 17:
Government Degree
College (GDC), Kathua
in collaboration with
MVD, Kathua, Traffic
Police, Rural Jammu
and District Adminis-
tration, Kathua orga-
nized a ‘Symposium on
Road Safety’ on Friday
in the College Audito-
rium under the aegis of
“National Road Safety
Month” from 1st January
to 31st January, 2025.

The chief guest for
the occasion was
Dr. Rakesh Minhas,
Deputy Commissioner,
Kathua. The guest of
Honour was Girdhari
Lal Sharma, SSP Traf-
fic, Kathua. The event
commenced with the
lighting of traditional
lamp along with Saras-
wati Vandana.

The Chief Guest of the
occasion was welcomed
by Dr. Sanjay Karlupia,
HoD Geology.

In the welcome
address, the worthy
Principal, Prof. Seema
Mir applauded the
efforts made by the
district administration
towards the welfare of

the College and stu-
dents in terms of road
safety. She exalted the
Deputy Commissioner
as a role model for
young generation.

The chief guest
for the occasion Dr
Rakesh Minhas, IAS in
his speech, stressed
on the importance
of ‘Sadak Suraksha,
Jeevan Raksha’ while
celebrating the National
Road Safety Month. He
encouraged the stu-
dents to follow the traf-
fic rules which in turn is
beneficial for the drivers
and the pedestrians.

He also congratulated
the Patron of the Col-
lege Prof. Seema Mir.
And also appreciated
the Literary committee,
NSS and NCC for orga-
nizing such a splendid
event. A pledge was
also taken on the occa-
sion of Road Safety.

A total number of 12
students participated
in the competition from
various Degree Col-
leges of District Kathua.

The jury members for
the competition were
Ranjit Singh, Additional
DC, Kathua, Sukhdev
Jamwal, DSP Traffic

and Dr. R K Manhas,
Associate Professor,
Department of Botany,
Prof Ambika Rajput,
GDC Kathua.

The first prize in the
competition was bagged
by Vishal Gupta from
GDC Kathua, Second
prize was given to Rahul
Sharma from GDC
Kathua and third prize
went to Sumit Kumar
from GDC Kathua. The
members of the Liter-
ary/Debate/Symposium
Committee, NSS volun-
teers and NCC cadets
were present during the
competition.

The event culminated
with a vote of thanks by
Dr Yash Paul Sharma,
Staff Secretary.

The event was
anchored by Kanika
Sharma and Nikita
Sharma. Prof Shalini
Sharma, Prof Neelam
baru, Prof Ravinder
Kour, Prof Rupinder
Kour, Prof Shivani
Kotwal, Dr Kulbir Singh,
Dr Pinkey, Prof Arvind,
Dr Daya Ram, Dr Par-
tima Sangra and many
other faculty members
including Non Teach-
ing staff withessed the
event.
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Manu, Gukesh
among four to
receive Khel Ratna
from President
Murmu at
Rashtrapati
Bhavan

China’s Ding Liren last month.
He is only the second India after
the great Viswanathan Anand to
achieve this feat.

The annual honours are decided
by a points system in which the
maximum emphasis is on perfor-
mances delivered at the Olympics
and the World Championships.

Mysterious Deaths
in Budhal: CM Omar
Abdullah directs
Health & Police

informed the meeting that inves-
tigations are underway to deter-
mine the root cause of the fatali-
ties, which have been limited to
three families residing within 1.5
kilometers of each other.

Highlighting the urgency of the
situation, Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah directed the health and
police departments to expedite
their investigations.

“The unexplained nature of these
deaths is deeply concerning, and
the government is committed to
ensuring that the root cause is
identified at the earliest. | urge all
departments to collaborate and
leave no stone unturned in resolv-
ing this issue,” he stated.

It was also emphasized during
the meeting that the health depart-
ment has maintained an active
presence in the area over the past
40 days, providing ambulances,

medicines, and essential facilities
to address any emergencies.

Expressing his heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved families,
the Chief Minister reassured the
public that the administration is
treating the situation with the high-
est priority.

“The health and safety of our citi-
zens remain our top priority. The
government is fully committed to
resolving this crisis and ensuring
justice for the affected families,”
he added.

security Forces

launch search
operation in
Billawar area

indoors and cooperate with the
authorities. Additional reinforce-
ments have been deployed to track
down the militants.

Srinagar hoy
secures 1st

position at IMD
State-Level
Meteorology
Olympiad

meteorology and climate sci-
ences.

“Kamil’s outstanding perfor-
mance not only highlighted his
dedication and expertise but also
brought pride to the school and the
region,” the school handout reads.

Kamil attended the felicitation
ceremony held at the IMD Head-
quarters New Delhi on January 13
of 2025.

“He was felicitated with a certifi-
cate from the organisers,” it reads.

Chairman GVEI, Mohammad
Yousuf Wani congratulated the stu-
dent and expressed his pride over
the achievement of the student.

“This milestone not only brings
honor to our school but also acts
as an inspiration to other students
to aim for greater heights. We wish
Kamil continued success in all his
future endeavors,” the handout

reads.

He said that GVEI was commit-
ted to fostering academic excel-
lence and encouraging students
to participate in national and inter-
national platforms.

Farooq Abdullah’s
convoy meets with
an accidentin
Rajasthan

Rajasthan, while en route to
Ajmer Dargah Sharif.

The Delhi Police vehicle escort-
ing Abdullah struck a blue bull
(Neel Gai) on the highway. The
car’s front airbags deployed, and
Abdullah, who was travelling by
road under police escort, remained
unharmed, media reports said.

Cold wave
intensifies in
Kashmir as
mercury dips after

down from minus 4.2 degrees
Celsius the night before.

The minimum temperature was
minus 2.4 degrees Celsius in
Qazigund, minus 2 degrees Cel-
sius at Konibal in Pampore town,
minus 2.7 degrees Celsius in
Kupwara and minus 2.4 degrees
Celsius in Kokernag.

The meteorological office has
forecast mainly dry weather in
Kashmir till January 19, with a
possibility of light rain or snow at
scattered places from January 20
to 22.

Kashmir is currently in the grip
of ‘Chillai-Kalan’ — the harsh-
est period of winter. During the
40 days of ‘Chillai-Kalan’, which
began on December 21, the
chances of snowfall are the high-
est and the temperature drops
considerably.

‘Chillai-Kalan’ ends on January
30, followed by a 20-day ‘Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a 10-day
‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold).
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Top News Report

KUPWARA, Jan 17:
The 26th Battalion of the
Border Security Force
(BSF) organized a free
medical camp on Friday
under its civic action
programme at FDL
Meelyal village in north
Kashmir’'s Kupwara dis-
trict. The initiative aimed
to provide quality medi-
cal care and free medi-
cines to underprivileged
residents of the area.

The camp was inau-
gurated by former
BDC chairman Fareed
Ahmed Khan, along with
officiating Commandant
of the 26th Battalion
BSF, SFP Vaifaie, and
other officials.

A team of specialist
doctors from the BSF
and civil medical staff
attended to over 250
patients, including men,
women, and children,
offering consultations

and free medicines.
Residents from neigh-
boring villages praised
the BSF for organiz-
ing the medical camp
in such a remote area.
They expressed hope
that similar initiatives
would continue in the
future for the well-being
of the locals.
Officiating Comman-
dant Vaifaie empha-

sized the BSF’s com-
mitment to fostering
peace, development,
and better relations
with the local popula-
tion. “The aim of such
programmes is to build
goodwill and extend
assistance during chal-
lenging times.

The 26th BSF Battal-
ion has been conduct-
ing community outreach

programs consistently
and will continue to do
s0,” he said.

In addition to the
medical camp, a spe-
cial awareness session
under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan was
conducted by local stu-
dents. They delivered
an impactful presen-
tation on the dangers
of drug abuse and the

importance of leading a
healthy and substance-
free life.

This initiative aimed
to spread awareness
among the commu-
nity, especially the
youth, about the need
to combat the growing
menace of drug addic-
tion.

Deputy Commandant
Vijay Kumar, Company
Commander Inspector
Sandeep Kumar, Dr.
Sumit Thakur (AC/MO
26th Battalion), and Dr.
Sreeparna Sahu (AC/
MO 127th Battalion)
were among the BSF
officials present.

The camp also fea-
tured civil doctors,
including Dr. Owais
Ahmad (Psychiatrist), Dr
Rameez Nabi (Dental)
Dr Nuzhat Medical offi-
cer who contributed
their expertise to the
event.

UIPS celebrates victory
at National Singing and
Dance Sports Competltlon

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17:
Unique International
Public School (UIPS)
announced that two of
its talented students,
Amanpreet Singh, son
of Gurnam Singh (Class
7B), and Navijit Singh,
son of Gurnam Singh
(Class 3), have brought
honour and glory to the
institution by winning
gold medals in the pres-

tigious National Singing
and Dance Sports Com-
petition Session 2024.
Held on the 11th and
12th of January 2025 in
Varodhra, Gujarat, the
competition saw par-
ticipants from across
the country showcasing
their exceptional talent.
Both Amanpreet and
Navijit delivered out-
standing performances
that were highly praised
by the judges and capti-

vated the audience.

Their dedication, hard
work, and passion for
the arts shone brightly
on stage, earning them
the top honors in their
respective categories.

The entire school com-
munity takes immense
pride in their achieve-
ments, which reflect
the nurturing environ-
ment and emphasis on
excellence at Unique
International Public
School. We extend our
heartfelt congratula-
tions to Sardar Aman-
preet Singh and Sardar
Navjit Singh, and look
forward to their contin-
ued success in future
endeavors.

We are confident that
their success will inspire
other students to pursue
their passions and strive
for greatness.

Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas is vision
beyond slogan: Balblr

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17:
Sabka Sath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
coined by the Indian
government under
Prime Minister, Nar-
endra Modi, is serving
as a powerful guiding
principle for taking all
together and benefitting
all, without any consid-
erstion of region, class,
faith or gender.

Balbir Ram Rattan,
spokesperson  of
Jammu and Kashmir
Bharatiya Janata Party
& former vice chair-
person, said this while
sharing different welfare
schemes of Modi gov-
ernment with the promi-
nent SC activists of BJP.

Balbir Ram Rattan said
that sabka sath, sabka
vikas, sabka vishwas,
is not just a slogan but
a vision, with a philoso-
phy which represents a
commitment to inclusive
development, ensuring
that no individual, com-
munity, or region is left
behind. It envisions a
society where the col-
lective efforts of every

citizen fuel the progress
of the nation.

Balbir said that under
the umbrella of “Sabka
Sath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas” signifi-
cant strides have been
made in various sec-
tors. Key initiatives in
education, healthcare,
and infrastructure have
empowered millions,
particularly the under-
privileged. For example,
government schemes
aimed at affordable
housing, financial inclu-
sion, and skill develop-
ment have not only lifted
families out of poverty
but also enhanced their
quality of life.

Whether through con-
necting rural areas with
urban hubs, improv-
ing access to clean

water and sanitation,
or implementing mea-
sures to ensure gender
equality, every step
reflects the core values
of inclusivity and prog-
ress. It also calls upon
every citizen to actively
contribute to the collec-
tive goal, emphasizing
that growth is not the
responsibility of a few
but a shared endeavor,
he added.

Indeed it is not just a
slogan; it is a mission,
a vision, and a promise
to make the dream of an
inclusive and prosper-
ous India a reality.

BJP SC activists
Ashok Gandhi, Krishan
Kumar Digra, Hans Raj
Loria, Sardesh Rana,
Lokesh Kumar, were in
the meeting.

CABI officials meet Director Agriculture
Jammu to strengthen plant health 1n1t1at1ves

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: A
team of senior officials
from the Centre for Agri-
culture and Bioscience
International (CABI) Dr.
Pia Ellison, Program
Support Manager,
PLANTWISEPLUS,
CABI Switzerland; Dr.
Vinod Pandit, Regional
Director South Asia,
CABI; and Dr. Manju
Thakur, Crop Health
Advisor, CABI visited
the Directorate of Agri-
culture Jammu today for
a meeting with Director
Agriculture Jammu, S.
Arvinder Singh Reen.
The discussion focused
on strengthening the
Plant Health Clinics in
the Jammu Division,
enhancing surveillance
for new pest invasions,
and improving pest
management practices
in the region.

During the meeting,
Director Arvinder Singh
Reen emphasized the
importance of educat-
ing pesticide dealers
and farmers to ensure
effective pest manage-

ment. He suggested the
design of a comprehen-
sive awareness cam-
paign targeting pesti-
cide dealers, Agriculture
Extension officers and
farmers, which would
include crucial informa-
tion on plant health and
pest management. The
Director also stressed
the need for strong ties
between Plant Health
Clinics and pesticide
dealers, allowing them
to seek assistance from
plant doctors for proper
diagnoses. He acknowl-
edged CABI’s significant
role in reducing the irra-
tional use of pesticides,
helping farmers to adopt
recommended dosages
at appropriate times.
Director Agriculture

also highlighted the criti-
cal role of Plant Health
Clinics in mitigating crop
pest and disease prob-
lems. He called for regu-
lar updates from CABI
on pest management
strategies, which would
include proper sampling
techniques, data collec-
tion, online validation,
weather-based agro-
advisory services, and
analysis of data to guide
plant doctors and stake-
holders. Additionally, he
underscored the impor-
tance of promoting bio-
control methods as part
of an effort to maintain
ecological balance.
The meeting further
discussed the ongo-
ing efforts by the Agri-
culture Department in

implementing Integrated
Pest Management (IPM)
strategies. Director A.S
Reen emphasized the
need for training more
Plant Doctors, facilitat-
ing real-time data shar-
ing, and providing fur-
ther training to enhance
their expertise.

Dr. Pia Ellison, Pro-
gram Support Manag-
er, PLANTWISEPLUS,
CABI Switzerland elab-
orated on CABI’s role
in promoting sustain-
able plant health prac-
tices. She discussed
the potential for reduc-
ing pesticide use to cul-
tivate organic products
that meet international
export standards. Dr.
Ellison also emphasized
the importance of transi-

tioning to climate-smart
plant health practices,
which would not only
ensure the supply of
safer food but also con-
tribute to local produc-
tion of plant protection
products.

As part of her visit, Dr.
Pia Ellison also visited
the Plant Health Clinic
at Krishi Bhawan Talab
Tillo, gaining valuable
insights into its opera-
tions. Following that,
she visited the Plant
Health Clinics in Vijay-
pur, District Samba,
to further assess the
functioning and impact
of these clinics in the
Jammu Division.

The meeting and site
visits were attended by
key officials, including
Joint Director Agricul-
ture Extension/SLUB
Satish Sharma, Agricul-
ture Chemist Dr. Aman
Jyoti Sharma, SMS Arun
Khajuria, Resource
Persons Rajeev Singh,
Shishupal, Monika and
other officers from the
Agriculture Department.

Prominent women activists unite for

change under leadershlp of Tara Chand

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17:
A meeting of promi-
nent women activists
from the Chhamb and
Akhnoor assembly
took place today dem-
onstrating a formidable
commitment to social
justice and empower-
ment in the region. The
gathering was spear-
headed by the working
president and former
Deputy Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Tara Chand.

The meeting was
graced by the chief
guest, Shameema
Raina, the J&K Mahila
Congress president.
Sharing insights on
women’s rights and
community engage-
ment, Smt. Raina
emphasized the cru-
cial role women play in
shaping democratic pro-
cesses and advocating
for constitutional values.
She stresses to women
to strengthen the Con-
gress party in constitu-
ency and booth levels in
all assembly constitu-
encies of Jammu. The

Mabhila Congress works
to empower women in
Jammu and Kashmir.
During the session,
Tara Chand rallied the
women activists pres-
ent, urging them to par-
ticipate in the upcoming
“Samvidhan Bachao
Rally Yatra,” scheduled
for January 18th. The
rally will commence
at Satwari Chowk and
conclude at Ambed-
kar Chowk, under the
esteemed leadership
of J&K Congress Presi-
dent Shri Tarig Hameed
Kara Sahab. Sh Tara
Chand conveyed that
the rally aims to raise
awareness about con-
stitutional rights and
encourage active civil

participation among
women.

“Today, we stand at a
pivotal moment where
the power of women
in democracy can no
longer be understated,”
said Sh Tara Chand.
“Together, we will
march for our constitu-
tional rights and voice
concerns that affect our
communities.”

The meeting garnered
enthusiastic support
from the attendees,
characterized by a res-
olute spirit of solidar-
ity and determination.
Women leaders voiced
their commitment to
once again proving that
they are indispensable
catalysts for positive

change in society. As
the rally approaches, the
unity and fervor among
women of Chaamb and
Akhnoor continue to
grow, underscoring their
unwavering commit-
ment to ensuring justice,
equality, and progress.
All interested partici-
pants are encouraged
to join this monumental
event in remembrance
of the fundamental
rights enshrined in our
Constitution.

Other prominent lead-
ers who attended the
rally include Praveena
Akhtar, Adv. Tehseena
Bukhari, Bachno Devi,
Neelam Kumari, Kanta
Devi, Sarfo Devi and
others.

KDP Wing of DPAP demands return and
rehabilitation with Special Packages

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: In
a joint statement, the
Kashmiri Displaced
People (KDP) Wing of
the Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party
(DPAP), led by its
President Sanjay Dhar,
Chairman Piaray Lal
Pandita, General Sec-
retary Raj Kumar Ticku,
and others, called on
the Government of India
and the J&K Union Ter-
ritory Government to
devise a comprehensive
resettlement and reha-
bilitation policy for dis-
placed Kashmiri people.

The policy, they urged,
must include special
economic, employ-
ment, educational, and
compensation packag-
es in consultation with
stakeholders who have
endured 35 years of dis-
placement in exile.

The leaders appealed
to the displaced com-
munity to unite in their
efforts to return to the
valley, reconnecting
with their lost culture,
ancestral properties,
birthplace, and even

cremation grounds.
They also urged the
majority community in
the valley to join them
in pressing the Central
and UT Governments
for the repatriation of
displaced Kashmiri
Hindus, emphasizing
the restoration of the
centuries-old harmo-
nious culture of the
region, often referred to
as Reshiwari.

The statement further
urged the elected UT
Government, led by the
Chief Minister, to priori-
tize the return and reha-
bilitation of displaced
Kashmiri Hindus. The
leaders expressed hope
that the restoration of
statehood to J&K would
enable the community
to regain their lost rights
and foster a renewed
sense of belonging in
their homeland.

They called for a 60%
quota for officials from
the J&K cadre, arguing
that such individuals
have a deeper under-
standing of the region’s
geography and demo-
graphics compared
to officials from other

states.

The leaders proposed
conducting elections
for reserved seats for
displaced community
members rather than
nominating representa-
tives from specific sec-
tions.

They suggested
reserving two seats
in each district of the
valley for displaced
Kashmiri Hindus in
panchayat, local bodies,
and municipal elections.
Additionally, they advo-
cated for one reserved
seat for each displaced
camp in Jammu, with
provisions for establish-
ing a panchayat or town
area committee for each
camp.

The leaders highlight-
ed the poor living con-
ditions in camps and
stressed the need for
regular monthly meet-
ings with camp resi-
dents to address their
grievances.

They also proposed
for allocating leased
land within camps for
overaged, educated,
and unemployed youth
to establish businesses

and entrepreneurial
ventures, supported by
subsidized loans; and
announcing a special
recruitment policy for
20,000 posts, includ-
ing the creation of five
police battalions with
relaxed eligibility norms.

Furthermore, they
demanded the integra-
tion of Prime Minister’s
Package employees
with UT Government
employees, abolishing
their supernumerary
status. They noted that
23,700 posts left vacant
by fleeing employees
during the exodus were
filled by valley residents,
depriving displaced
youth of employment
opportunities.

The leaders appealed
to all displaced political
parties, social activ-
ists, and organizations
to unite and fight for a
one-time comprehen-
sive resettlement and
rehabilitation package.
They urged collective
efforts to restore the
rights and dignity of the
displaced community,
ensuring their rightful
place in the valley.
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BCCI issues new policy guidelines for Team India
to limit Travel, haggage, family visits

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has issued strict guidelines for the

Senior Men’s Cricket Team, aiming to enhance discipline, streamline logistics, and
promote team unity during domestic and international tours.

NEW DELHI, Jan 17 (Agen-
cies): The Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) has
issued strict guidelines for the
Senior Men’s Cricket Team,
aiming to enhance discipline,
streamline logistics, and pro-
mote team unity during domes-
tic and international tours.

The new guidelines include
travel, baggage limits, family
visits, and team dynamics.

Players are expected to travel
with the team for all matches
and practice sessions. Sepa-
rate travel arrangements with
families are discouraged to
maintain discipline and team
cohesion. Any exceptions must
be pre-approved by the head
coach and chairman of the
selection committee.

“All players are expected to
travel with the team to and from
matches and practice sessions.
Separate travel arrangements
with families are discouraged
to maintain discipline and team
cohesion. Exceptions, if any,
must be pre- approved by the
Head Coach and Chairman of
the Selection Committee,” BCCI
stated.

To streamline logistics and
avoid challenges, the BCCI has
set specific baggage limits for
players and support staff. For
away tours lasting more than
30 days, players are allowed 5
pieces of luggage (3 suitcases
and 2 kit bags) or up to 150 kg,
while support staff can bring 3
pieces (2 large suitcases and 1
small) or up to 80 kg. For away
tours shorter than 30 days, play-
ers are permitted 4 pieces (2
suitcases and 2 kit bags) or up
to 120 kg, and support staff are
allowed 2 pieces (2 suitcases)
or up to 60 kg. During home
series, both players and sup-
port staff are limited to 4 pieces
(2 suitcases and 2 kit bags) or
up to 120 kg for players, and 2
pieces (2 suitcases) or up to 60
kg for support staff.

“Excess Baggage Limit Play-
ers are required to adhere to the

specified baggage limits shared
with the team. Any excess bag-
gage costs will need to be borne
by the individual player. This
policy helps streamline logis-
tics and avoid unnecessary
expenses.

Baggage policy:-

Away long-duration tours
(more than 30 days):

Players - 5 pieces (3 suitcases
+ 2 kit bags) OR upto 150 kgs.
Support staff - 2 pieces (2 big
+ 1 small suitcases) OR upto
80 kgs.

Away short duration tours (less
than 30 days):

Players - 4 pieces (2 suitcases
+ 2 kit bags) OR upto 120 kgs.
Support staff - 2 pieces (2 suit-
cases) OR upto 60 kgs.

Home series:

Players - 4 pieces (2 suitcases
+ 2 kit bags) OR upto 120 kgs.
Support staff - 2 pieces (2 suit-
cases) OR upto 60 kgs.”

Players must adhere to these
limits, with any excess baggage
costs being borne individually.

The presence of personal staff,
such as managers, chefs, assis-
tants, and security personnel, is
restricted on tours and series.
Any exceptions require explicit
approval from the BCCI. This
measure aims to ensure team
focus and minimize logistical
complications.

“Restriction on Individual Staff
on Tour/Series Personal staff
(e.g., personal managers, chefs,

Yuvraj Singh backs Rohit
Sharma despite two consecutive
Test series loses against New

Zealand, Australia

[GHIUK

NEW DELHI, Jan 17
(Agencies): Former all-
rounder Yuvraj Singh
backed India skipper
Rohit Sharma’s lead-

assistants and security) are to
be restricted on tours or series
unless explicitly approved by
the BCCI. This ensures that the
focus remains on team opera-
tions and minimizes logistical
challenges. - this has to be done
away with,” BCCl said in a state-
ment.

Players must coordinate with
team management regarding
the transfer of equipment or
personal items to the Centre of
Excellence in Bengaluru. Any
costs incurred due to sepa-
rate arrangements will be the
responsibility of the player.

“Sending bags separately to
the Centre of Excellence Play-
ers must coordinate with team
management regarding equip-
ment and personal items being
sent to the Centre of Excel-
lence, Bengaluru. Any additional
costs incurred due to separate
arrangements will be the play-
er’s responsibility,” BCCl stated.

The family travel policy is
designed to balance players’
personal well-being with team
commitments. Players who are
away from India for more than
45 days during overseas tours
are eligible to have their part-
ners and children (under 18)
join them for one visit per series,
with a maximum duration of two
weeks. The BCCI will cover
shared accommodation with
the player during the visitors’
period, while all other expens-

es must be borne by the player.
Visits should be coordinated to
occur at a single time, with dates
agreed upon by the coach, cap-
tain, and GM Operations. Any
exceptions to this policy must be
pre-approved by the coach, cap-
tain, and GM Operations, and
additional expenses beyond the
visitors’ period will not be cov-
ered by the BCCI.

“Family Travel Policy The
family travel policy ensures a
balance between players’ per-
sonal well-being and team com-
mitments:

* Eligibility: Players absent
from India for more than 45
days during overseas tours can
be joined by their partners and
children (under 18) for one visit
per series (format-wise) of up to
a two-week period.

* Provisions: The BCCI will
cover shared accommodation
with the player for the Visitors’
Period. All other expenses are
to be borne by the player.

* Coordination: Visits must
be scheduled at a single time
during dates agreed upon by
the Coach, Captain, and GM
Operations.

* Exceptions: Any deviation
from this policy must be pre-
approved by the Coach, Captain
and GM Operations. Additional
expenses outside the visitors’
period will not be covered by the
BCCI.

Players are required to stay
with the team until the sched-
uled end of a match series or
tour, even if matches conclude
earlier than planned. This
ensures team unity, bonding,
and consistent team dynamics.

“Players returning home if
matches end early then play-
ers are required to stay with
the team until the scheduled
end of the match series or tour,
regardless of whether matches
conclude earlier than planned.
This ensures unity, fosters team
bonding, and avoids disruption
to team dynamics,” as stated in
the policy by BCCI.

Karelis equaliser secures a point
for Mumbai City FC, as Punjab
FC’s indifferent run continues
after 1-1 draw

NEW DELHI, Jan 17

(Agencies): Punjab FC
(PFC) and Mumbai City
FC (MCFC) played a
1-1 draw at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadiumin
New Delhi in the Indian
Super League (ISL)
2024-25. The Islanders
kept 60.8% of the pos-
session, but Punjab FC
took five shots on target
as compared to the two
of the visitors, as per
ISL press release.

Mumbai City FC have
gotten to 24 points,
occupying the sixth
spot, whereas the
home team are eighth
with 20 points, drawing
twice and losing thrice
in their last five encoun-
ters.

Mumbai City FC got
the first real oppor-
tunity of the game in
the 14th minute to get
the lead, as attacking
midfielder Brandon
Fernandes served an
impeccable corner
kick from the right side.
Instead of aiming to go
deep inside the box, his
delivery was targeted
for Nikolaos Karelis in
the near post, and the
striker did well to get
into an unmarked spot
and adjust his position,
but ended up hitting the
bar with his effort.

Punjab FC had Luka
Majcen break the dead-
lock in the added time
of the first half. The

home team arguably
surprised the Mumbai
City FC defence by
trying to hit them on a
fast break. Luka Majcen
rushed ahead down the
centre, passing the ball
to Asmir Suljic, who took
two touches, burst for-
ward and attempted a
slick through ball back
for Majcen. The striker
picked up the ball and
drilled it into the bottom
right corner.

Mumbai City FC pulled
the equaliser back in the
58th minute, producing
a co-ordinated team
effort initiating with
Vikram Partap Singh
bringing down a long
ball on the right flank.
Vikram worked his way
in, before laying the ball
behind for Yoell van
Nieff. The midfielder
took a couple of steps
ahead, before passing
to Karelis, who was at
the edge of the box. The
striker made a sharp
turn, and hammered
home on the bottom
right corner to draw the
scores level.

Eight minutes later,
Jayesh Rane swung into
the centre of attention,
spotting Vikram out-
side the box with space
in front. The attacker
unleashed a shot that
missed the right post by
a whisker.

Punjab FC began

regaining rhythm soon
afterwards, as Eze-
quiel Vidal and Nihal
Sudheesh combined
in the attacking third to
cause troubles to the
Mumbai City FC back-
line. Vidal trusted Nihal
in the 74th minute at the
centre of the box with a
precise pass that the
latter did well to target
at the top right corner.
The shot was saved by
TP Rehenesh in time
though.

Brandon was exempla-
ry from another corner
kick, merely five minutes
later, as his cross met
Mehtab Singh in the
middle of the 18-yard
area. Mehtab’s headed
effort had tremendous
power but lacked direc-
tion, landing beyond the
left side of the goal.

In the 87th minute,
Mumbai City FC were
absorbing pressure from
a cohesive Punjab FC
attack. They immedi-
ately broke on a coun-
ter-attack, but the entire
move couldn’t culminate
in a neat finish in the
end, as van Nieff took
a left-footed long ranger
shot from over 35 yards
out, missing hitting the
target by a fair margin,
as both teams walked
away with a point each
from the game.

Karelis embraced
a more concentrated
role up front tonight.
He didn’t participate in
build-up as much, com-
pleting eight out of his
12 attempted passes,
making a tackle, and
notching the all-impor-
tant equaliser too.

Mumbai City FC will
next play Mohammed-
an SC on January 26,
whereas Punjab FC are
set to square off against
Jamshedpur FC on Jan-
uary 28.

Women’s Ashes: Gardner, King shine as

take 6-0 lead

Australia sweep England in ODIs,

Ashleigh Gardner’s maiden hundred and Alana King’s 5-wicket haul helped Australia defeat

England by 86 runs to win the 3rd ODI and sweep the series on Friday, January 17. Australia

ership skills despite
two consecutive series
losses against New
Zealand and Australia in
Tests at home and away
respectively.

As a captain, Rohit
has seen some embar-
rassing lows as of late.
Just before the Test
series against Austra-
lia, India lost their first
home Test series in 12
years, to New Zealand
by 0-3. This was also
their first-ever white-
wash in a home Test
series of three matches
or more.

“Gautam Gambhir
needs to be given more
time as he has just
come into the system.
Rohit won us the T20
World Cup and he was
the captain when India
reached the World Cup
(ODl) final. Mumbai
Indians won 5 IPLs
under Rohit’s captain-
cy. He stepped down in
the last Test (of BGT) to
give someone else the
chance, how many cap-
tains have done that in
the past? | look at what
he has done in the last
3-5 years, one tourna-
ment can’'t decide. For
me, the series defeat
at home was more
disappointing as India

losing 3-0 against New
Zealand was tougher,”
Yuvraj Singh said during
an event.

Rohit’s captaincy has
been a mix of memo-
rable highs and some
extremely disappointing
lows. Be it a 10-match
winning streak during
the 2023 ICC Cricket
World Cup at home,
which concluded with a
loss to Australia in the
final or India’s redemp-
tion with an ICC T20
World Cup title win
in 2024 at Barbados,
Rohit’s captaincy has
given fans plenty of
positives. Under him,
the team also made it
to the final of the ICC
World Test Champion-
ship 2023, where they
lost to Australia.

However, since the
second half of 2024,
luck seems to have

deserted the ‘Hitman’
both as a batter and
captain. In the 2024/25
Test season which
started with the home
series against Ban-
gladesh, Rohit scored
just 164 runs in eight
matches and 15 innings
at an average of 10.93
with the best score of
52. During the recent-
ly-concluded Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, he
could make just 31 runs
in three Tests with best
score of 10. His form
struggles were such that
he opted out of the final
Test at Sydney.

In the 2024 calendar
year, Rohit lost six Tests,
including four matches
at home. This led to a
decline in Rohit’'s Test
record as captain, win-
ning 12 and losing nine,
while three ended in a
draw.

HOBART, Jan 17
(Agencies): Australia
moved within touching
distance of retaining the
Ashes after Ashleigh
Gardner’s maiden inter-
national century and
Alana King’s 5-wicket
haul powered them to a
dominant 86-run victory
over England in Hobart.
The win gives Australia
a commanding 6-0 lead
in the series, needing
just two more points to
secure retention.

Gardner’s exceptional
knock, a run-a-ball cen-
tury, rescued Australia
from a precarious spot
as they were reduced
to 59 for 4 after opting
to bat first. Supported
by Beth Mooney and
Tahlia McGrath, Gard-
ner turned the innings
around. McGrath, under
scrutiny for her recent
form, delivered a timely
38-ball fifty, while Geor-
gia Wareham, returning
to the side, propelled
Australia past 300 with
a blistering late cameo.

England’s chase
began on shaky ground
when Megan Schutt
struck in the first over,
dismissing Maia Bouch-
ier. A sharper blow fol-
lowed as captain Heath-
er Knight edged behind

to Alyssa Healy. Tammy
Beaumont and Nat
Sciver-Brunt mounted a
recovery with an 89-run
stand, but the mounting
required run-rate kept
England under constant
pressure. Beaumont
brought up a gritty half-
century before being
bowled off her pads in
Wareham’s impactful
first over, marking her
ODI return since March.

Sciver-Brunt, as so
often the backbone
of England’s batting,
reached a 53-ball fifty
but was undone by a
skidding delivery from
Wareham that crashed

into her stumps. Eng-
land’s hopes briefly flick-
ered when Danni Wyatt-
Hodge and Amy Jones
struck four consecutive
boundaries, but their
momentum was snuffed
out by a moment of bril-
liance. Wyatt-Hodge
attempted an ambitious
shot over the off-side,
only for Phoebe Litch-
field to sprint back from
cover and execute a
stunning diving catch
over her shoulder.
From there, England
collapsed, losing six
wickets for just 22 runs.
Alana King starred
with the ball, claiming

a career-best 5 for 46,
taking her tally to nine
wickets in the last two
matches. To cap a sen-
sational day, Gardner
also produced a remark-
able boundary catch at
deep midwicket, toss-
ing the ball back over
the rope before diving
forward to complete the
grab.

Gardner’s century,
only the second ODI ton
ever scored from No. 6
or lower, was a mas-
terclass in pacing an
innings. Coming to the
crease with Australia in
trouble, she brought up
her century in 100 balls,
accelerating through the
90s with consecutive
boundaries off Sciver-
Brunt. Her partnership
with McGrath, who
joined her with Australia
teetering at 154 for 5,
was crucial. Together,
they added valuable
runs in what were the
best batting conditions
of the series. In the final
10 overs, Australia ham-
mered 104 runs, show-
casing their extraordi-
nary batting depth.

The frenetic start to the
match saw England burn
both DRS reviews within
four overs, though they
successfully overturned

have taken a 6-0 lead in the Women’s Ashes as England hope to hang by a thread.

a call to dismiss Litch-
field, who edged behind
after a bright start.
Ellyse Perry’s dismissal
soon after, caught flick-
ing to short fine leg, and
a lean series for Anna-
bel Sutherland, who fell
cheaply again, left Aus-
tralia in trouble.

However, Gardner’s
counter-attack, including
a towering six off Sophie
Ecclestone, steadied the
innings before McGrath
and Wareham added
the finishing touches.
Ecclestone, England’s
key spinner, endured a
torrid outing, conceding
17 runs in the final over
to record the second-
most expensive figures
of her ODI career—
three of her worst out-
ings now coming against
Australia.

For England, the task
of chasing over 300
required a performance
akin to Gardner’s bril-
liance, but no batter
could replicate her con-
trolled aggression. With
this win, Australia inches
closer to retaining the
Ashes, leaving England
needing victories in all
three T20Is and the
Test match to regain the
trophy for the first time
since 2014.
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Sat participates in Special Abhishek ceremony
at Tirupati Balaji Temple

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: BJP
State President for
Jammu and Kashmir
UT, Sat Sharma, along
with  Ramesh Babu
(office subordinate),
Pattabi Reddy, Varind-
er Gupta, and Vishal
Chopra (spokesperson
for DPAP Party, Jammu
and Kashmir), paid obei-
sance at the Tirupati
Balaji Temple, Jammu.

The Ileaders par-
ticipated in the special
Abhishek ceremony of
Lord Venkateswara and
prayed for the welfare of
the country.

The Abhishek cer-
emony, a significant
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ritual dedicated to Lord
Venkateswara, is per-
formed every Friday at
the temple. Speaking
on the occasion, Sat
Sharma expressed his
joy and pride over the
establishment of the
Tirupati Balaji Temple in
Jammu. He described

the temple as a symbol
of South Indian culture
in the region, offering
a heavenly experience
to devotees. He also
appealed to the public
to visit the temple and
seek blessings, empha-

sizing that the dedica-
tion of the temple would

boost spiritual tourism in
Jammu.

Ramesh Babu, the
temple superintendent,
also spoke during the
ceremony. He appealed
to the Transport Com-
missioner to initiate a
bus service to the temple
to facilitate easy access

for devotees. He further
suggested starting a
Bharat Darshan bus ser-
vice, which would pro-
mote the temple among
tourists and highlight its
cultural significance.

The event was attend-
ed by several other dig-
nitaries, including Vivek
Gupta, Pandit Neeraj
Shukla, and Ravi Tej
Pandit, who actively
participated in the cer-
emonies.

The Tirupati Balaji
Temple continues to
be a hub of spiritual
and cultural integration,
attracting devotees from
across the region and
beyond.

CRC Jammu organises Cervical
Cancer Awareness Program at
Jammu College of Physiotherapy

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
Composite Regional
Centre (CRC), Jammu,
under the Department
of Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities,
Ministry of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment,
Government of India,
organized a Cervical
Cancer Awareness Pro-
gram at Jammu College
of Physiotherapy.

The event featured an
informative lecture deliv-
ered by Dr. Devedika
Padha and Manisha
Yadav, faculty members
from CRC.

The primary objective
of the program was to
raise awareness among
women about cervical
cancer and emphasize
the importance of its
early detection.

The program wit-
nessed the participation
of faculty members and
students from various
professional streams.

Dr. Navinderpal, Prin-
cipal of the college,
extended heartfelt grati-
tude to CRC, Jammu,
for conducting the
awareness program. He
also expressed appre-
ciation for Dr. Rohnika

Sharma, Director of
CRC, Jammu, for her
pivotal role in organiz-
ing the initiative.

In his address, Dr.
Singh thanked the col-
lege management, par-
ticularly Chairperson
Suman Sharma, for their
unwavering support and
encouragement of such
impactful activities.

This awareness initia-
tive marks a significant
step towards educating
the female population
about cervical cancer
prevention and fostering
a proactive approach to
health.

Book on Dogri Sahitya Academy Awardees hit market

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: The
first-ever book in English
entitled “Doyens of Dogri
Literature’ highlighting
all the 50 Sahitya Aka-
demi Awardees in Dogri
has hit the market.

This over 200 pages
book has been autho-
rised by O.P Sharma,
eminent journalist and
writer, and published
by Starline Syndicate
Service, Jammu carries
brief biographical sketch
of each literary luminar-
ies and showcases their
contribution to the Dogri
language and its litera-
ture.

The prominent Dogri
writers who have
received the coveted
Sahitya Akademi Award
includes Prof. Ram
Nath Shastri, Padma
Sachdev, Kehri Singh
‘Madhukar’, Dinoo Bhai
Pant, Krishen Smail-
puri, Kunwar Viyogi, Dr.
Jitendra Udhampuri,
Ved Rahi, Om Goswa-
mi, Mohan Singh, Yash
Sharma, Abhishap,
Darshan Darshi, Deen
Bandhu, Om Vidyarthi,
Shiv Nath, Champa
Sharma, Lalit Magotra,
Shailinder Singh, Shiv
Menta, Inderjeet Kesar,
Veena Gupta, Vijay
Verma and others who
begged this prestigious
honour.

It may be mentioned

Dovens or
OGRI
LITERATURE

that the book begins
with the Rigveda Shloka
: “Let noble thoughts

come to us from all
directions.” Significant-
ly, it has been dedicated
to: Universal mankind,
Dogri writers and read-
ers. It may be record
that the Dogri language
has been included in the
8th Schedule of Indian
Constitution and is
proudly now one of the
languages of the Indian
literature. As per NEP-
2000, the mother tongue
including the Dogri has
been given due impor-
tance. As Dogri is our
identity as also pride
and so it has to be pro-
jected and promoted in
all our educational insti-
tutions, at all levels and
popularized as people’s
language.

Worthwhile to note
that the Dogri language
is on upswing with more
and more books being
published or translations
of other classical works
being brought out by
our young and talented
Dogri writers/poets.

Some institutions like
Sahitya Akademi (New
Delhi), J&K Acad

emy of Art, Culture and
languages, Radio and
Doordarshan stations,
J&K Information and PR
Department and others
are contributing in
encouraging the growth
and development of the
Dogri language.

In addition, some
other organizations like
Dogri Sanstha, Nami
Dogri Sanstha, Duggar
Manch; dramatic clubs
like Natrang, Samooh
Theatre; as also Senior
Citizens Support System
Club, Chowadi and
many other voluntary
bodies are lending their
support in promotion of
the Dogri language and
its literature. This book
is available at Rs. 700/-
from starline.syndicate.
service@gmail.com.

It is note-worthy that
this book in English
contains messages
from prominent luminar-
ies like Dr. Karan Singh,
Prof. Umesh Rai (V.C.
Jammu University), Dr.

Govt’s decision to constitute Sth

Pay Commission hailed

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Jan 17:
Large number of Ex-ser-
vicemen who converged
at Kanshalian here on
Friday, hailed the Cen-
tre’s approval to consti-
tuting 8th Pay Commis-
sion, saying it reflects
the government’s com-
mitment towards welfare
of employees and pen-
sioners.

This came after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
approved setting up the
8th Pay Commission to
revise salaries of nearly
50 lakh central govern-
ment employees and
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allowances of 65 lakh
pensioners.

“This shows the com-
mitment of the govern-
ment of India, Bhartiya
Janata Party activists:
Hony Captain Kamal
Dass, Hans Raj Loria
and Rattan Lal Kaith

I

said.

Prominent among the
ex-servicemen pres-
ent on the occasion,
included Subedar Major
Ram Paul (Retd), Sube-
dar Kaku Ram (Retd),
Sub Inspector Darshan
Kumar (Retd) and Havil-
dar Des Raj (Retd).

JKECC postpones protest after
talks with administration

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 17:
The Jammu and Kash-
mir Employees Coor-
dination Committee
(JKECC) has postponed
its today’s planned pro-
test after the administra-
tion assured that their
issues would be taken
up with the government.

Arepresentative of the
committee in a press

conference said they
have decided to give the
government 15 days to
address their concerns.

“We will hold talks
with the administration
during this period and
assess the progress
made on our demands,”
the representative said.

The employees are
demanding the release
of GP fund arrears and a

hike in Dearness Allow-
ance (DA).

On January 16, the
employees staged a
protest to press for their
demands, but it was
foiled by the police.

The committee has
warned that if their
demands are not met
within the stipulated
time, they will then
decide future course of
action.

Sudhir S. Bloeria (ex.
VC Jammu Central Uni-
versity), K.B. Jandial
IAS (retd.) Dr. Kasturi
Lal (ex. Principal, GMC
and chairman, Senior
Citizen Support System
Club); Neeraj Rohmetra
(Executive Editor of
Daily Excelsior), Prof.
Lalit Mangotra (Presi-
dent - Dogri Sanstha),
Capt. Lalit Kumar
Sharma, IFS (convener
- Nami Dogri Sanstha),
Major Gen. Govardhan
Singh Jamwal, Maj.
Gen. S.K. Sharma, and
Padma Shree Dr. Jiten-
dra Udhampuri.

This book has been
printed on a fine paper
with quality printing and
carries many coloured-
photographs, which
add to the get-up of this
valuable volume. It is

outcome of much hard
work, in-depth inter-
views and deep study
of records. It is expected
that this book will ignite
interest of the wide
readership and lead to
further research work
by the academicians
and scholars so that the
Dogri language attains
its due high status like
other Indian regional
languages.

It is hoped that the
common readers will
find this book “Doyens
of Dogri Literature” will
be read by one and all
as also kept in the edu-
cational libraries and
even adorn on the per-
sonal library shelves so
that our mother tongue
Dogri goes apace.

Appoint chairman, other members of 8th
Pay Commission: NMC urges PM

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 17: National Mazdoor
Conference (NMC) president, Subash
Shastri on Friday urged upon PM Modi
to immediately appoint chairman and
other members of 8th Pay Commission,
constitution of which was approved by
the Union Cabinet and described it a
welcome step for the salaried class and

pensioners.

“Since the due date for implementa-
tion of 8th Pay Commission is 1st Janu-
ary 2026, it is hope that the commission
will complete its report within the given
time frame, so that the benefits of 8th
Pay Commission could reach the ben-
eficiaries from January 2026” Shastri

added.

Addressing a meeting of NMC work-
ers, Shastri said that notification for the
appointment of Chairman and other
member of the 8th Pay Commission is

need of the hour.

Referring to the 7th Central Pay
Commission recommendations imple-
mented in 2016, Shastri highlighted the
provision to merge 50 per cent DA into
basic pay or pension once DA crosses

50 per cent.

He said: “With DA now at 53 per cent,
we request the Government to merge

sion.”

50 per cent DA into basic pay or pen-

The NMC leader also demanded 20
per cent interim relief for Centre and
State Government employees and pen-
sioners till the implementation of the 8th
Pay Commission.

Shastri stressed on the need to imme-
diately restore Old Pension Scheme
(OPS) as a confidence building mea-

sure because many States have done

this. Release of 18 months’ pend-
ing DA arrears and regularization of
daily wagers who have completed
seven years of service in March, 2024
remained other demands, along with
the demand of hike in monthly emolu-
ments to Rs. 18,000 and enhancement

of medical allowance to Rs. 1000 per

month on the pattern of Ladakh.
Shastri also has urged CM Omar

Abdullah to announce the release of

pending 3 per cent Dearness Allowance

(DA) instalment due from July this year

added that other States have already
released 3 per cent DA instalment.
Rajan Babu Khajuria, B.S Jamwal,
Surinder Kumar, Ram Singh, Ramesh
Sharma, Anil Gupta, Chaman Lal,

Birbal, Ex-Sarpanch Sukhdev Singh,

Subash Sharma and Ram Lal Sharma
were also present in the meeting.
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