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SRINAGAR, Jan 6
(Agencies): The Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha today extended
greetings on occasion
of Guru Gobind Singh
Ji’s jayanti.

In his message, the
Lieutenant Governor
said: “Greetings on
the Prakash Purab
of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji. Guru Ji is an
embodiment of valor,
sacrifice & justice. His
ideals continue to guide
humanity on the path of
equality, righteousness
& selfless service. Let's
follow his noble teach-
ings & strengthen unity
in our society”.

15 injured
in stray dog
attack in
Budgam,
one referred
to Srinagar
hospital

BUDGAM, Jan 6
(Agencies): At least 15
people were injured by
stray dogs in Central
Kashmir’s old Budgam
town on Monday morn-
ing, causing panic
among locals.Jammu
and Kashmir tourism

Eyewitnesses said
that the dogs appeared
suddenly and went on
a rampage, attacking
several individuals in
the old town, news
agency KNT reported.

According to locals,
around 15 people
were injured after
being attacked by the
stray dogs who were
immediately rushed to
Budgam District Hos-
pital for medical treat-
ment. One among the
injured is said to be in
critical condition and
was referred to SMHS
Hospital in Srinagar for
advanced care.

A medico at the
Budgam hospital con-
firmed that one person
with severe injuries has
been shifted to Srinagar
hospital.

After the incident,
locals called for imme-
diate action to address
the issue of stray dogs
in the district.

Housing allowance
revised for judicial offi-
cers in J&K and Ladakh

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): The High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh has approved
upgrading towns and
cities in the Union Ter-
ritories from the unclas-
sified “Z” category to
“Y” category for House
Rent Allowance (HRA)
benefits.

The decision complies
with the Second Nation-
al Judicial Pay Com-
mission recommenda-
tions and a Supreme
Court directive issued
on January 4, 2024, in

mTurn to page 9

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on
Monday virtually inau-
gurated the new Jammu
Railway Division, calling
it a historic milestone
in the development of
Jammu and Kashmir’s

connectivity and infra-
structure.

Addressing the nation
during the ceremony,
PM Modi, according
to the news agency—
Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), congratulated
the people of Jammu

and Kashmir, saying,
“Integration of J&K into
the national railway net-
work is a monumental
step towards transform-
ing Indian Railways into
a global leader in effi-
ciency, speed, and pas-
senger experience.”

neering excellence.”

Highlighting the feats
of modern engineering,
he said, “India’s first
cable-stayed rail bridge,
the Anji Khad Bridge,
and the iconic arch
bridge over the Chenab
River—the world’s high-
est railway bridge—are
marvels that are making
waves globally.”

The Prime Minister
emphasized that the

new Jammu
mTurntopage 9

PM Modi led Govt making dreams come true: LG Sinha

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agencies):
Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on Monday
said that Kashmir getting connect-
ed with Kanyakumari through a
railway network was a dream and

it has come true.

Speaking at the inaugural cer-

is yet

emony of new Jammu Railway
Division, here, LG Sinha, accord-
ing to the news agency said, “The
government led by PM Modi is
making dreams of people come
true within the stipulated time and
to Kanyakumari rail connectivity

mTurnto page 9

tragic incident in Pandre-
than area of Srinagar.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the Lieutenant
Governor said: “Sad-
dened by the loss of
precious lives in a tragic
incident in Srinagar. My
deepest condolences to
the bereaved family in
this hour of grief.”

Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah expressed profound
grief and sorrow over
the tragic death of five
family members in the

help them cope with this
irreparable loss.

While praying for the
departed souls, the Chief
Minister urged people to
exercise utmost caution
while using heating gad-
gets during the harsh
winter months.

He emphasized the
importance of adhering
to government-issued
advisories on the safe
use of heating equipment
to prevent such tragic
incidents.

(Agencies): The flight
operations at Srinagar
International Airport
resumed after snow
clearance, with officials
confirming the landing
of four flights following
earlier delays.

An airport official told
the news agency JKNS
that after flights were
delayed due to snowfall,
the runway was cleared,
and flight operations
have resumed as flights
have starting landing.

SSB jawan dies of cardiac arrest in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Jan 6
(Agencies): A Sashastra
Seema Bal (SSB) jawan
died of suspected car-
diac arrest on Monday
in central Kashmir’s
Srinagar district.Jammu
and Kashmir tourism

Quoting official sourc-
es, the news agency
JKNS reported that HC
Mahantesh Bairana suf-
fered a massive cardiac
arrest at SSB 10th BN
camp in Tattoo Ground
area of Batamloo this

morning.

They said he was
immediately rushed to
the hospital where he
was declared dead.

Meanwhile, police
have taken cognizance
of the incident.

Jammu will reap benefits from Kashmir
rail link, Says CM Omar Abdullah

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): Addressing the
inauguration ceremony
of the new rail division at
Jammu, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah promised
that Jammu would not
suffer economic losses
due to the direct rail link
to Kashmir. Instead, the
new division is expected
to create jobs, enhance

trade, and boost tour-
ism.

“This is a historic
moment for Jammu &
Kashmir. The people of
Jammu have long

demanded their own
railway division, and
today, that dream has
been fulfilled,” Omar
said.

He reassured citizens

that the new connectivity
would strengthen Jam-
mu’s economy, noting,
“We anticipate signifi-
cant benefits, including a
surge in trade and tour-
ism, and we will ensure
that Jammu reaps the
rewards of this develop-
ment.”

The Chief Minister also
highlighted the opportu-
nities in recruitment that
the new railway divi-
sion would create. “With
control and coordination
now based in Jammu,
local recruitment will be
prioritized. This will bring
employment opportuni-
ties to the region, ben-
efiting our youth and
boosting the local econ-

omy,” he said
mTurn to page9
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Heavy snowfall in J&K higher reaches,
Moderate snow, Rain in plains

SRINAGAR, Jan 6
(Agencies): Heavy
snowfall occurred in the
higher reaches while
moderate snow and
rain lashed the plains of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday.

The Meteorological
(MeT) department offi-
cials said heavy snow-
fall occurred in Gulmarg,
Pahalgam, Sonamarg
and other higher reach-
es of J&K during the last
24 hours.

A MeT office statement
said, “On January 6,
generally cloudy weath-
er with light to moderate
rain (Plains of Jammu)/
snow at most places of
J&K. Improvement from
January 6 afternoon. On
Janu

ary 7 and 10, generally
cloudy weather with dry
weather. On January 11
and 12, generally cloudy
weather with light snow
at isolated to scattered
places. On January 13
and 15, generally dry

weather.”

The weather depart-
ment also issued an

advisory, saying that
in view of fresh snow-
fall, sub-freezing tem-
peratures and icy condi-
tions over roads (plains/
higher reaches), tourists,
travellers and transport-
ers are advised to plan
accordingly. It has also
advised people to follow

mTurntopage 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, January 06, 2025

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With prefound grief & somosy, we mgrat o nfemm the sad
Id=riz= ol our b=bved molh=r Smi Usha Pandits Yo
Lawe &h Ram Krizhan Pandits orginal i resldentof Habka e -
Kadal Srragar on 1-1-2025 pressntly resding at Ho e
Mo B2, Lane Mo 1, Primm Magar Palours Ohak Jammi )
Tenth Day Kriya wil be perormed on 08-07-2023
(Thursday) al Akhroor Ghal & Mourning Ass=mbly wil
b= held at Muthi Grat near Direciorate of Schoal !
Edumtion al 11,30 AM.

Grieving Loved Ones

Son & Daughter<dndaw

Fakesh Pandia & Rekha Pandila

Daughter & Son-n-daw

Machu Ganjon & Rajinder Ganjoo

Grand Childrene Asstha, Mamita & Maman
Mob. 7HEI949E5E, 3536749279, TO0G3I6247T5

Smit Usha Pandita

10TH DAY

With prodound grief & sorow we ifform the sad and
urimaly demize of cur beloved Sh, Ratian Lal Kaul
Sdn L1 Bh Sham Lal Hau orgirally resident of
(Zalnapara, Shoplar) presently al 1051, HIG
Duplex, Secor B, Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, UP who
l=tt for heaveny abode on 28h of Decsmber 2024
1kh Doy will be p=rfoimed at ok of Gamgs Murad
Mager, Ghaziebad on 07-01-2025 (Tueeday |.
Assambly will o held ot cur resdence at 12:00
no, }
|GRIEF STRICKEN !

Falpara Kaul (Wifa)

+81.95AP0528 60

Meryur Kau | San)

+01.T 2000 x4 41

Samast Kaul, Dharand Pand ta Parvaar

EI‘I Hal‘tan Lal Faul

TENTH DAY

With profound grief & somow, we regret to
inform thet sad damize of our beloved Deepak o T
Badyal S/o Late Sh Bansi Lal Badyal Rfa
Sec-3 Main Road, Bhagwsti Magar Jammu |eft
to heavenly abode on 20-12-24.

Tenth Day wil ba performed an 7/12025
{Tuesday) at 10 AM at our Residence.,

Deeply Remembered By :

SEmt Samitn Devi- Mothar

Pinky Bala- Wil

Bhabl | Brothear Despak Badys
Sh Ashwani Badyal/S hashi Children :

Brother-indaw and Sister Ikshit, Manya, Aryan

Maatali & Jag)eat Aarav & Angal

KRIYA/UTHALA

Wiih profou nd griald sorow, we inbrm the sed demes of a
beloved aon Shivam &% Homi Kumas Mihon o iginal rezident
of Pampoah Colony Matpors Siregara/P H Mo 5R3 Subsch
Mapar Jarnu axpied o n 21122029 Rehart Colkmy.

{ith DAY wilbe hald on GC1R2025 Mo nday ot oppan e AG
offis Shakd! Megar Ghat &t .00 A4,

HRNA shal b2 mdoemed of THumdey 2012025 at aw
Ferdanoe ai 12 FIA.

Lthala shal be miforred on Thusday on Jan 2128 a1 Hed
Wlench, Relail Caony tamrmu,

Timing 30040 400 P M.

JGriat Btrickon

Rom kumar Mikean (Fathar)

Smi Sham K umarl W oihar)

Anid1 Kums 1 (B rathar)

Sl Vardara & 3h Sushi Mihon (Chechs & Chachi]
blas iekatl & Ami Kumar |Checha & Chechd)
SAMAST NIJHOM FARNAR

Wolkie Ma. DORBOCDOE, 949010 5007, SOG4 11072

TENTH DAY

With profourd grief & sonnsw, we negrel 15 Inform
about the sad demize of Smit. Lalita Sharma Wio
Lt Sh. Ghen Shyam FRaina Rfc 35 Choughan
Fatu Jammiuvon 22nd Dec 2024,

Tenth Day will be performed on 31sl Dec
[(Tuesday)fom 11 AM o 12 NOOR at Ranl Fark
Ja mrmu, !
Rasam Pagrifthala will be performed on 1'1}1J‘IF,-
Jan. 20325 (Wednesday) fram 4 PM s 5 PM ai
Mabhajan Hall, Shalamar Road, Jamimi.

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sister-in-law & Brother-in-law

Smt. Sudarshan Sharma Weo R.P. Sharma

Sons & Daughters -in-law
Sk Lowvely Fairm Wio Sh Anil Raina

Sh. Sunll Raina & Yandama Raina
Sh. Asthwani Kr Raina & Wishal Raina

Sh. Deepak Raina & Asha Ralmna

Grarnd Daughter & Grand Son-in-law
Parid hi & Suyash

Sa rihak, Adhiyan

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved mother Smt Sona
Davi Gurtoo YWeoe Sh Jawahar Lal Gurtoa an
1-1-2025 originally from Chalpankocha, Zaina
Kadal Srinagar presently at H No. 67 Colonals
Colany Bohri Jammil.

10th Day Kriya wil ba performed on 10-1-
2025 (Friday) at Akhnoor Ghat and Assamoly
will be held at our residence at 12.30 PM.
Grief Stricken :

Sons & Daughters-in-aw

Ral Kumar & Kiran Jea Gutoo

FRavi Jee and Purnima Gurtoo

Daughter & Son in law

Lovely and Ramesh Matas

LANGOO, BINDROO & RAYU PARIVAR

Simt. Lalita Sharma

Sh. Subash Raina & Arti Raina - Nephew & Miece in aw

Grand Children : Swudhanshu, Deuwvan, Tea syl, Danish, Akshil Usarsh Arga,

smt Sora Davi Gurtoo

SAMAST GURTOO, MAWA, MAKROO, MATOO, KAKROO, MATAS

OBITUARY

WITH PROFD LMD GRIEF AND SORROW, WE REGRETTO INFORM
THE SAD DEMS EOF OUR BELOVED SMT. SHARDA BAXSH WO
LATE SH. JAWAHAR LAL BAKSH (BETD. DRILLING ENGINEER
1GEOLOGY AND MINING DEPTT JEK)RD 285 JULAKHA MOHAL LA
SAMMU, WHO LEFT FOR HEAVEMLY ABDDE ON 30TH DECEMBER
AT 430 AM CREMATION WAS HELD AT JOG| GATE. JAMMU ON
30TH DECEMBER 2024,

10TH DAY KRIYA WiLL BE PERFORMED ON TTH JANLARY 2025
AND MOURNING ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD AT MUTH GHAT NEAR
DRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION JAA ML AT 11 304K
GRIEF STRIGKEN

EH, OM PARMASH BAKEH| [SON] MobSd1%141979
[DALGHTER-IN-LAW AND SOM)

MRS, M LTI AND MR RAMN KRISHAN BAE SH

Mob. STATITTTEA, B418117827

WRS URMILAND MR REINDER KATTCD [DAUGHTER AN SO0 IN-L AV

WRLE WEEMA AND MR, PRAN NATH KAUL {SISTER-IN-LAW AND BROTHER)

MRS, NANCY AND MR ATAR TICKU (BISTER-IN-LAW AND BROTHE Ry

MRLE. KRISHMA AND VR, PRAN NATH RAZDAM (SISTER AND BROTHER IN-LAW)

MBS BIMLA RANA (SISTER)

MELS MAHAK AND WP ABHISHEK BANGRO0 (GRAND DAUGHTER AND GIRAND SON-IN-LAW,
AKSHAY, AY LISH, ARYAN, MOKSHA (GRAND CHILDREN

BAKSHL TICKU AND ZUT SHI PARMWARS

EHT Sl-lﬁ.ﬁﬂh BAI{SHJ

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profoursd ghal & sarow, wo mgrl o inform- the =ad |
tormies ofour elmwd Bh. Taj Krshan Zedoo (Biraj] 20 [
Late 2h Jia Lol Zedeo, orgiraly eerdent of hai Sarak
Zdndo Afelmasr, Simegar af present H oo 26, Lore Na.
4, Bector B-2, Lasmipurarm, Shinrcme  (Mear Paah Babn
fzhmmh Jarmmu on 15t Jan 2 025, .
Tanth Dy Krora shall ba peromed on St Janie g 2025 0
Mhuraday) st 2khreor Gt and Asss mble shell b bea ks
our msideres al 10:30 4k

CRIEF BTRICGKEN:-

Smt. Wiy (Mea Garjy) Zadoo = Wile

2on & Dawghilor dmd o

Sh Chetn amd 5mt Ruchest fadon

Brothes: 2h. Fatan Lal ad Smil Kiki Zadoo

Bisfor: St Usha Aamdoo (W Lae PN Randoo)
Siatar: Bt Lal@ erd BhBal) Rewvoo

Sigter: STt Mears grd Eh. Makam] Kreren
Erother-in-Law: Sh. Ramaah Gansd

Brother<indlav: Sh. Satishand Smi. Surda Ganoo

And §amast Pastwar fadoo’s, Hardoo's, Revoo's, Pandita's, Ralna's, Garmoo's,

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

W peodionred grisfend £ ormow, s il B s deriie of our Beloesd
Sh. Maseab Chasd Bmagat [Retr E-I"-l'lhlﬂq-lr J &K Bank L) o L
=h Ding  Maity

Twrkh Day wil &= perbred o G January 2028 (Mosdoy) ol our
residence at W Mous, Bhiv Nagar Lane Moo 1 Talab Tilo, Jamwmu ol
11230 &M, Mrym wlll e perlormeed o Tih Jauanny 028 [T el ay ) 81000
e e a1 13 B i A
GRIEF STRICKEN

St Krishna Ko Bragat (W)

Son & Dawghter i law

Eh Ajay Kumar Bhegat & Shelis Bhagat
Cagightars & 5088 h bW

Sred Aghs Bhagai & Sh Ladan Lad | Adv)
Sred Shadi Bhiga! & Sh Deepik Ko .,ul"'.
Set MiBl & Sh Rajressh Samsa &h. Hassoh Chand Bhagat
SRS 38, Pt {RetrErr Mana e JA Bark Lii)
2 Prataps & Lats Smit Saty 8

Brothens in bw & Shism in bw

Er. UK. Kaioda {Chied Bagirae: Roid ) & Lt Sl Kiran Lais

S Krigkan Lal & Sminsaj Bals

Gepndchibdrerc Ashan, &) esh, Oy, Ananse, Smoan

CoEnet A0 - T20E0T 04, BE221 34184

SH. TEJ KRISHAN ZADGO
(BARAJ)

[With prefoiund grief and sofros, we regret o inform 1he :”l'fr"'l."'
&1 demise |:|T our beloved Father Sh. Pyaray Krishan

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we informm
the =ad demise of our beloved maliher
Smit. Mohini Kakras W/a Lt Sh. Girdhari
Lal Kakroo Do Li. Sh. Shankar Bhat &
Bonimalli Bhat Rla Tawi VWihar, Sidbra,

Jammu on 30th Decamb-ar 20024,

TENTH DAY KRIYA shall be performed on
Wednesday, the Sth of January 2025 st
Akhnoor Ghat and Assambly shall ba held

at our residenca, H.Mo.B, Lane Mo-24, Tawi

Wihar, Sidhra, Jammu at 12 Noaon,
GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sons and Daughter-inlaws

Kuldesp Kakroo & Rajini Kakmoo
Sunil Kakroo & Asha Kakroo
Daughters and Son-in-laws

Sarla Safaya Wio Lt. Sh. A K. Safaya
Subashni Kaul & Sh. R.C. Kaul
SAMAST HAHROD & BEHAT PARIVAR

TENTH DAY

Sfo Lt. 3h, Tara Chard Rio Chardrgam Alshimugam g

Anartran at present Vasuld Vikar Near J8K Bank 5-'{"

P, Jarrrnu

ence &t 11.30am

RIEF STRICKEN
Sirt, Rafna Ji (Wilk)
(Son & Daug Fterir-law)

=

SMT. MOHINI KAKROO

=
¥

id

Sh. Sanjay Kumer Sidha and Smi, Ba by
(Daughter & Son-in-law)

Smi. Swealy Koul Wio LL 3h, Suril Koul
amt. July Kol Wio Bh. Kudsep Kou

Sh Pyaray Krishan

rand Children : Anu By, Riik, Medhu, Sonu, Sachin & Rohit

Mob. 9797105749

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrme we inform
that our beloved mother Smt Kushilya
Raina (Pyari) W/o Late Sh. Amar Math
Raina of Manil, Anantnag &t present H.No|
101, Phase -Znd Lower Muthi Akapur|
Road, MNear Vishwa Bhart School Jammiud, |y
who l=ft for heavenly adobes on 1st of
January 2025.

The TENTH DAY HRIYA will be heid on
10th of lanuary 2025. The ASSEMBLY
will be held at Directorate Education HMuthi~
at 12 Moon.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

SOMS & DAUGHTERS LN LAW -

Raniini Raira wio 1T, Pradarran Krishan Raina
Puma Aaima & Kamal ji Raina

Fexita Rainag & Bharal §i Raira

DAUGHTER & SON IN Law-

Bimla Koul & Chard Krehtan

GRAND CHILDREM-

Priva Agima Wn Niskant Ticky; Meenu Wo Aabul Raira;

Mawesr, Mebia, Amas, Sudarshu, Sakshi, Aditya & Bod b

GREAT GRAND CHILDREN: Tanichg & [wana
Mob: 2419278635, 7006285236, 2906392641

;ﬂ-t Hu5hﬁra Raina

(Pyari)

RASAM PAGRI & KARAM

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
youl of the sad demise of our beloved Balbir
Singh Jamwal S/c Lt Sh Romal Singh
|Jamwa-l.

KHaram wil be performed on Tuesday, 7th
[January 2025, at 11:00 PM

Venue: Our residence at Bhalwal Mandi
Rasam Pagri will be pedormec on
Wednesday, th January 20235,
GRIEF-STRICKEN FAMILY:
Anju Jarrmwal - Wife
Manik Jarmwal - Son
Mona Jamwal - Daughler
Davinder Singh Jamwal - Brother
Rajnl Jarmwal - Bhabhi
Arun Jamwal - Son of Davinder
Deepa Jamwal - Daughter of Davinder
Chatinya Jamwal, Rudransh Jamwal - Grand Sons

Babir Singh Jamwal

A symbol of Dewtion, sacrifice, Love and
Strength Sdn Ranjit Kaur Wio Lale Sdr AviarfS
Singh Risam (Mainsukh) keft for heavenly abode [8 :
on Dec 29, Her final rtes will be performed oojEE.
belw at ther resdence 4172 Marak Nagar
ARAME SHRIAKHAND PATH SAHIB - 3.30 AM
o Jan Sth

BHOG SHRIAKHAND PATH SAHIB - 10 AM on
dan 7

ANTIM ARDAS at Gurudwara Mamk Magar] ©
11 - 12.20 AM on Jan Tth,
GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons and Daughies in lwws
5dm Diadbir Kour and 5dr - Capt indejeet Sikgh

Sl Manprast Kaur (Mas ) s S8 Manvnasr Singh
|Scli Rajindar Shgh

Deughters and Son n lrwae

[Scn Daw inde t Kaur Yo Lol Sdr Daljt Singh

Sl datirder Kaur Wi Lote Sdr Peset Bhojen Singh
Sdn Pus hpinder Kaurand Sor Tindespal Sigh
Brothors Sisier and Sister i bwa

[ Scin Mirre | Kaurand Sdr Sanohkh Singh Ball

Scn Biddys Kaur Wi L Sdr Dulssp Singh Ball Sdn Sani Maur & Copl. Armonces p 3 ingh
| Scim Jaskir Kaur Scir, Bowrwat Fauir

Sci Mirmrm | Kavur Wiio Lae St Bakiow Skgh - Daveand WOB! TBISIRAIBE 7889351577

2 P
SDN RANJI'I' KAUR

Grand Children
Sdn Gurpreat Kaur & Sdr Dhammir Singh
Scir Aulm| Singh

Seir Japnaman Segh

Sdn Poros joet Kour

Sdn Sanmeat Maur & Sor Amirdes Singh
Sain Margimest Kaur & Sor Jandar Sinch
Sein Pavnset Kaur & Sdr Jot Bhajon Singh
Sdr Gunest Bhajan. Singh

With profound gref and sormow, we inform the swddent
and sad dermise of cur belwed S. Kulbir Singh (JKP) f
Sa 8. Irdar Sirg hRfa Uppar Ball Crarana, Jammuaon '1\'
020172025, =
RELIGIOUS RITES PROGRAMME:- gl
Arambh Sri Akhand Path Sahib - Monday, 08/12025 g s
09:30 am at Reskence (Seli Charana Jammu). -
Bhog Sri Akhand Path Sahib - ‘Wednesday, S
08M/2025 1000 am at Regdenca (Bell Charana g
J armm).
ANTIM &RmsaFﬂiﬁ?:JE 0 EY GURU K;JI;PBH.R
- Wed nesday 81/ N0 am o 12 m al e @1

Gurudwara Baba Faleh Singh, Gandhi Nagar, .lrr:rru S. Kulbir SII"Igh “KP}
IN GRIEF :-

Sdn. Harbans Kour and S, Inder Singh (Rete. Joint Registrar, JU) - Parents

Sdn. Gurmeet Kour (Wife)

5 Gurbi Sirgh [Son)

Sdn. Nawneet Kour and S Parupkar Singh, JEPS (Daughter and Sonein-Law)

Sdn. Parveen Keurand & Iqhal Sirgh, JU (Bhabhi and Brother)

Sdn. Parvirder Kour 2nd Adv. Jatirder Sirgh (Bhabhi and Brother)

£, Jagmohan Singh (Brother)

Sdn. Amarest Kour and 5. Sufest Singh (Sister and Brother-in-law)

Ph. :- B419128546, 419183092

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we "
inform the sad demise of our belowed
Smt. Reeta Bhat W/o Sh. Kanya Lal
Bhat Rfo Wadwan Budgam, Presenl
Address Neel Sheel Vihar Paloura Near|
Sacred Heart College Paloura Jammu
who left for heavenly abode on 30 Dec,
2024.
The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed
on Bth of January (Wednesday) 2025 at|
Muthi Ghat near Director office at 10.30
AM. SMT. REETA BHAT
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Sh. Kanya Lal Bhat (Husband)

Smt. Rama Bhat (Bhabi) wfo of Lt, Roshan Lal Bhat

Mr. Ajay Bhat and Anu Bhat (Son & Daughter-in-law)

Rahul Bhat (Son)

Mr. Rohit Bhat & Rakhi Bhat (Son & Daughter-in-law)

Grand Children: Vansh, Aashi, Riyanshi

Mob.+91 99069 42971, 9419688620

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

With profound grieF and somow, we regrel 1
inform youw aboul the sad demlise of our beloyed
5. Jagjit Singh Marwah on 315t of Decembear
2024, Tuesday.

Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on Monday,
06 January, 2025, Time - 10 am al thair resi-
dence, H No. 442, Bakshi Nagar.

|Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahib on Wednesday,
dth Januwary 2025, Time - 10 am al her residenca.
Antim Ardas on Wednesday, 8th January 2025,
Time - 11.30 am to 1 pm Folowed by Guru Ka
|LEl1gal atl Gurudwara Singh Sabha, Bakshi

5. Jagjit Singh

Magar, Jammu. Marwah

M GRIEF:

Sdn, Marinder Kour - Wite
5. Dupinder Singh & Sdn. Damanjest Kour - Son & Dawg hter-in-aw
[Sdn. Pawandeep Kour & 5. Jaspreet Singh - Daughter & Son-in-law
5. Inder Singh & Sdn. Amrit Kour - Brother & Bhabhi

Sdn. Daliest Kour Wio Lale 5. Lat Singh - Bhabhi

5. Paramjeet Singh & Sdn. Gurdeep Kour - Brother & Bhabhi

Sd . Ha rest Kow Wi Late S, Pritpal Singh - Bhabhi

Mis JK Tent & Catterers (Bakshi Nagar, Jammu)

M.Me: T0DEDS5TIT

TENTH DAY, KRIYA & UTHALA

'l mgrat i mian e sad demica o our bafoevad S e hind Dl Wi Sh |
Hathu Ram Gupl, Rio Anks Comipla . Ha fanal Higheeay, Haluchak, Jemmu
Tomth Owy wil ba peramed &1 Sasan Baguat Hal, Coposna Par Alaral,
Kispwari, Jarsm, on Gh Januory 2005 Monday] at 1130 AM

E3th Day Kebys il b o formaeed on 05 Janusry 2025 (Mharsday) ot 100 A
ot oL radan e Ak Conpiar, Natona! M ghery, Kauchak, Jnmu.

Uthak vl bo parirmad an 10 Jrusny 3035 (Fridey) fom 300 2w 4200)
P &l Shite Mandr, Sectar 3. Triul Magar. Jrvmu

GREEF STRICHE|

50, Mathu Ram Gupta 4 ustare

Snt Sard & Wshal Gup - Deug s law & Son

Sl Targesin & L1 Sh Kama Hidrers Cupis - Dg har B Sands hw

Srwl Bharl & Poswan Bamer = Daughter & Senvinbw
Ul Vice Mardhal)

Bretrwrisbiw B Shin el

S Harna & 5h. Guldhan bah gan

(Ex-Composing

Li Srel, Viay ELL B Mahwin Ll Cupla

St Snah & Bh B O Gupn

Sred. Masdam & LE Bh. K owsl Fnishan

Emt. Mahini Devi

Grand Coughiers &G ond Bors-inkre
Fagya & Ankueh Gupo
Sugandha & Rt dndal
Great G mndsa rs

Frayaiehy, Raymeh, Rhamn, Ahoray

Sabarin-liw B Buthesinla

L1 S, BaneehLangar ELL S, Rajnier Langar
Erei Mosna Fahrwima L Eh Haldss Rohoera
Swbarin bew & B edhar

L1 Sm. Shak1 & 5h. Chandar Moten Gupt
Sred. Suran Gugpla & Sh. Bung Frskash Supln
Sibar & Brotharin dow

Ered Nimral & L8 Eh Eharsl Bsahan Cheudnaiy
G nd Bom & Gmnd Deughers

Feand, A, Virsra], Tavkana

T TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SCRROW, WE
REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF QUR
BELOVED FATHER SH. RAKESH ROSHAN BHAT
ORIGINALLY RESIDENT OF KAKRAN KULGAM,
PRESENTLY RESIDING AT HMNO-5, LANE-3A|
ROOP NAGAR ENCLAVE JAMMLU.

TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED ON
WEDNESDAY 0B-01-2025 AT AKHNOOR GHAT &
MOURNING ASSEMBLY WILL BE HELD AT
MUTH GHAT NEAR DIRECTCRATE oOF scHocL SH. RAKESH ROSHAN
EDUGATION AT 11:00 AM. BHAT
GRIEVING LOVED ONES.

SMT. SUNITA BHAT (WIFE)

PRANVA BHAT (DAUGHTER)

RISHAE BHAT (SOMN)

LT. EH S¥ BHAT & SMT KANTA BHAT - BROTHER & SISTER-IN-LAW

SH. GHAND JI BHAT & SMT KANTA BHAT - BROTHER & SISTER-IN-LAW
SMT LALITA RAIMA & SH GIRDHARI LAL RAINA - SISTER & BROTHER- IN-LAW)

Wlis. ARKE E e rprises, Halus hal, Jammu

i Srwh Faotwear, g G ummat, Jsmm

W Vishal Trode s Kahehak, Jammu

blis Srear Style, Lowsr Fag hurash Bazs t Jammu

Hotel Shuba m, Gurudwas Surdar Sing h Rosd, Jammu
Fomea rt, Kanak Mardd, Jammu S 81 I7671, S4161 0801

TEB9593907, 469280745, 9419206928

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Historic Milestone: Dr Jitendra Singh hails  Prakash Parv celebrated

with religious fervour and
gaiety in Kashmir

new railway chapter in Kashmir

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agen- opposing the integration ing a significant public
cies): Union Minister of Kashmir with the rest event at Katra Railway
of State (Independent of India through rail con- Station in 2014. Despite
Charge) for Science & nectivity?” he asked. challenges and delays

Dr. Singh credited caused by technical
Prime Minister Naren- issues, shifting priorities,

dra Modi’s leadership for and changes in govern-
ment, progress resumed

transforming this vision ; :
th renewed or
into reality. “Perhaps it Wl b vi9

Technology, Earth Sci-
ences, and MoS PMO,
Dr. Jitendra Singh,
Monday lauded the inau-

guration of a new chap- under Modi's adminis-

ter in Indian Railways was destiny that we had tration.
at the Jammu division to wait over 50 years, Dr. Singh expressed
as a historic milestone, until the advent of PM optimism about the proj-
stating that it will prove Modi’s leadership, to ect’s impact, emphasiz-
significant for the rural witness this moment. It ing that it will open new
heartlands of Kashmir was under his guidance horizons of development
and the broader devel- that this dream, once for the region. “This is a
opment of the region. that the railway station and today’s achieve- considered impossible, historic day, not just for
Speaking at the event had witnessed its first ment raises important has now been fulfilled,” Eaﬁhmlr but f?r Indt;a:'l
at Jammu, Dr. Singh train arrival in 1972, over questions. “Was it due he said. izzlswfrzl: fi?fillln?ér:t %} SRINAGAR, Jan 6 during the occasion. Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
reflected on the long five decades ago. to administrative ineffi- He recalled the ini- a dream that seemed (Agencies): The birth The day was cel- He highlighted the life
journey leading to this He noted that the gap ciency, a lack of political tial steps taken during impossible long ago,” anniversary of the ebrated with fervour in and teachings of Guru
achievement, recalling between that milestone will, or certain elements Modi’s tenure, includ- he said. ’ founder of the Khalsa other parts of the Valley Gobind. Singh Ji, who
Panth, Guru Gobind as well, including Tral, exemplified truth, hon-
Singh, also known as Baramulla, Anantnag, esty, and loyalty to his
° Prakash Parv, was cel- and Pulwama. people. . .
Shlv Sena demands tough Stand Three_day World ebrated with religious A member of the com- All Parties Sikh Coor-
N h. o o 1 fervor and gaiety in munity while throwing ?Xl‘aast'(‘;g) Corgmlt(’;ee
[ ] . . .
the Kashmir Valley on light on the occasion at on osunday
agalnSt C 1nas insoience Hlndu Conference Monday. the Gurudwara in Anant- greeted the people of
) d ] b . The largest gathering nag said that the day is Jammu and Kashmir
emand for a complete ban on imports 2025 concluded took place  the Gurd.  being observed as the O (he occasion of the
wara Chatti Patshahi Prakash Parv of Guru f'rt dannlfv;r:s?rys tthe
Top News Report C;g‘;gngap;(;ﬁ)fogsgsetnle in Rainawari, Srinagar, Gobind Singh Ji. ((‘J):rljuer(gobir? dsaSi?l;h,
JAMMU /NEW DELHI, ing Hindu homeland in where a large number He said the birth of APSCC also prayed for
Jan 6: The three-da of members of the Sikh Guru Gobind Singh -
y Bangladesh to safeguard : . . peace and prosperity in
World Hindu Confer- Hindu communities and community, |n0|ud|ng has t.aken place only to Jammu and Kashmir on
ence 2025 poncluqed on preserve Bengali cultural men, women, and chll- eradicate cruelty and to the occasion of Guru-
January 6 in Delhi, with heritage. It endorsed dren, gathered despite protect the oppressed. purab.
delegates stn;ongly con- Nepal's return to a Hindu the cold weathe'r condi- Ja.mmu'a.nd Kashmir All political and social
demning the “conversion Rashtra to restore its tions to pay obeisance. Chief Minister Omar activists of the Kash-
wars” targeting impov- Dharmic character and Special prayers were Abdullah has extended ;
erished Hindus globall i mir valley have also
us ¢ y exprefssed.concern over off_ered for peace, stg- warm greetln_gs to the extended their greeting
and expressing concern growing Hinduphobia in bility, and prosperity in Sikh community and all to the members of the
over the plight of Hindu global academia, media, Jammu and Kashmir those celebrating the Sikh community on the
minorities in various and policy circles. The and the whole of India birth anniversary of occasion
countries. Qrganized by event honored notable '
after about four and a displeasure and pro t'he \ZVV?/LI'?:)H;ndU Eedera- Qugnitaries, ineluding Dr
) ) on rom January Ajay Singh, WHF Inter- e
Top News Report " cars, China has  test by taking a soft | 3 1o 5 at Khatu Shyam o, ond WHFE et CCI Jammu expresses gratitude to PM for
JAMMU, Jan 6: The played a treacherous stand towards the inso- Delhi Dham in North featured particir;ants o o o o o o
Dragon’s insolence is trick. lence of China. Delhi’s Alipur area, the from over 20 countries. lnauguratlng Rallway Division at Jammu
increasing day by day, China has announced _All the BJP leaders conference addressed Twelve individuals were Top News Report possible to establish a full-fledged Railway
and mere objections two new districts (Coun- mcludmg the Prime issues such as violence recognized as “Hindu ) Division at Jammu Railway Station.
and protests are insuf- ties) in its Hotan prov- Minister are maintaining against Hindus in Bangla- Ratna” and six as “Hindu JAMMU, Jan 6: Arun Gupta, Presi- Arun Gupta said that Jammu has become
ficient to curb it. The ince and has included silence towards China. desh, discriminatory poli- Gaurav” for their contribu- dent Chamber of Commerce & Industry a major hub of Railway Operation for intra-
i i At the same time, there cies in Malaysia, forced i ; expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister of state Transportation and creation of Railway
Modi government will some parts of the ! ; e, vialaysia, 1 tions to Hindu values. India Narendra Modi for resolving the long Division at Jammu will streamline runnin
i i i ; tinuous increase conversions in Pakistan . ) 9
have to bOIdIy Impose Indian Union Terrltory !S acon . ) .. . L The Conference con pending demand of Chamber of Commerce of Trains besides opening new avenues of
a complete ban on rela- of Ladakh in the geo- in the _|mport flguﬁes andldrls'lc?g Hinduphobia cludeq with a reneyved & Industry by inaugurating the much needed employment.
tions and imports with graphical area of these from China, today (,Zhlna worldwide. . commitment to Hindu Railway Division at Railway Station Jammu. Arun Gupta further said we expect that
China, stated by Manish districts, he said. has become India’s top A key resolut|9n con- unity and culture, Arun Gupta also thanked the Hon’ble Union in the coming times Railways will explore
Sahni. President Shiv Not only this, the import source. demned the violence announcing the next Railway Minister Ashwani Vaishnaw, Dr. rail connectivity in whole of Jammu division
cona (’UBT) Jarmmu and announcement of,build- Sahni has demanded against Hindus in Bangla- World Hindu Conference Jitendra Singh, MOS in Prime Minister’s which will enable the pilgrims, tourists and
ir uni ing th Id’s | a complete ban on desh and demanded the in Malaysia in September Office and Jugal Kishore Sharma, Member local people to visit the famous religious as
Kashmir unit. . ing the world’s largest imports from the Modi unconditional release of 2025. Parliament with whose efforts it has become well as tourist places of Jammu division.
Under the leadership dam on the Brahma- overnment at the ISKCON monk Chinmoy
of party’s state head putra river in the China 9 . Krishna Das, alongside
. i . Center to teach China a 9%,
Manish Sahni, a sym- border is also a matter . . compensation for damag-
. . lesson. Along with this, '
bolic protest was carried of deep concern for es to Hindu temples and
. . . an appeal has been ;
out against China by India, he added. made to the public to businesses. The confer-
holdlng placards ‘.‘Ban In. 2017, 2021, 2923, completely boycott Chi- ence cr|.t|0|zed Malgysms
imports from China”, China had described nese goods. Bhoomiputera policy for
“Boycott Chinese some parts of Arunachal ; ; its bias against Indian-
; ? On this occasion A
goods’”. o Pradesh as its territory, Meenakshi Chhibber, ?rlglﬁt:'niﬁs_af‘d |‘33|!ed . -
Manish Sahni said he said adding that how- president women wing for t;:fl ert. e|tr) IanL'jtSIon A rtl l c I a
that how can the bloody ever, the Government Vikas Bakshi. Gen Sec- In arfirmative benetits or
Ikas bakshl, \oen Sec the policy’s abrogation
clash between Indian of India has lodged tarv. Bharat Mahai policy gation.
s retary, bBharat Manhajan, Delegates also decried
and Chinese soldiers in strong objections on Working President .
. , . . o forced conversions of
June 2020 in Ladakh’s the above issues. But Balwant Singh, Sr Vice . . S .
Gal vall in which the Modi t . i ) minor Hindu girls in Paki-
alwan Valley (in whic O ooy dovernmen - president, Rajesh Jandi- - stans sindh province, Complete Course ln arket projected
20 Indian soldiers sacri- at the Center is fulfilling al Vice president, Geeta highlighting complicity by
to reach T;h ! hillioen
gotten. Once again, expressing its present.

ficed their lives) be for- the formality by merely Lakhotra, Dimple were local authorities.
. . \j by 2027
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Army leads skill development initiative with
carpentry cadre for youth at Parat

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Jan 6:
The Indian Army’s skill
development program,
focusing on carpentry,
to empower the youth in
the remote region south
of Pir Panjal at Parat,
Rajouri, is gaining great
traction. This ongoing
initiative aims to provide
young individuals with
practical skills, enhanc-
ing their employability
and promoting self-reli-
ance in underserved
communities.

Conducted at a train-
ing center in Parat,
established by the
Indian Army, the carpen-
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"to expand such voca-

Classes

to ensure a compre- being provided with tional training programs

try course has attracted hensive learning expe- toolkits and certifi- in the future, focus-

allarge numbgr of enthu- rience. The initiative is cates, boosting their ing on various trades to

siastic participants. The part of the Indian Army’s chances of securing ensure holistic develop-

program covers essen- broader efforts to pro- employment or start- ment and upliftment of

tial s_k|IIs like furniture mote socio-economic ing their own ventures. youth in these areas.

makmg, wood crgft— development in a region The beneficiaries have This initiative show-

Ing. ar_ld tool ha_n;illng, that often faces chal- expressed their grati- cases the Indian Army’s

bIeang tradltlonal lenges like unemploy- tude for the program, commitment not only

.technlq.ues with modern ment and limited access highlighting its role in to national security but 4

|nnovat|ons'. to resources. opening new avenues also to fostering prog- 4 = JOB73
Ex_pc_art tramc_er_s are Along with skill train- for income generation. ress and resilience in 'F|_l]' LY TRTR I'|
guiding participants ing, the participants ar The Indian Army plans local communities.
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, January 06, 2025

EDITORIAL

DEVELOPING
RAILWAY

The development of railway infrastructure in

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) has become a

transformative initiative aimed at connect-
ing the region to the rest of India. The project,
which has gained significant momentum over the
past few decades, holds immense importance
for the region’s economic growth, social integra-
tion, and strategic security. Historically, the idea
of introducing railways in J&K dates back to the
early 20th century. However, due to the region’s
challenging topography and security concerns,
the full-scale development of the railway network
was delayed. It was only in the 2000s that the
government took serious steps to modernize and
expand the region’s railway system, especially
with the goal of linking the Kashmir Valley to the
rest of the country.

The Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) project, initiated in 2002, is the backbone
of railway development in J&K. This 272-kilometer
stretch aims to connect Udhampur in Jammu to
Baramulla in Kashmir. The project is one of the
most ambitious and challenging railway projects
in the world, primarily due to the region’s rugged
terrain and the need for advanced engineering
techniques. Several key milestones have been
achieved in this project, including the completion
of the Udhampur-Katra section in 2014, which is
a crucial link for pilgrims traveling to the Vaishno
Devi shrine. The Banihal-Qazigund section, opera-
tional since 2013, includes the Pir Panjal Tunnel,
the longest railway tunnel in India, which reduces
travel time significantly by bypassing the mountain-
ous region.

Another significant achievement in the USBRL
project is the Qazigund-Baramulla section, which
became fully operational in 2009. This stretch
serves as a lifeline for the Kashmir Valley, con-
necting the region with Jammu and facilitating the
transport of passengers and goods. The Katra-
Banihal section, currently under construction,
includes the iconic Chenab Bridge, which is set to
be the highest railway bridge in the world at 359
meters above the riverbed. The completion of this
section will provide seamless rail connectivity from
Jammu to the Kashmir Valley, further enhancing
travel efficiency.

The engineering feats involved in the railway
development in J&K are nothing short of extraor-
dinary. The region’s challenging geological condi-
tions, including frequent landslides, earthquakes,
and heavy snowfall, have necessitated the use of
cutting-edge technologies. The Chenab Bridge,
for example, is designed to withstand extreme
weather and seismic conditions. Similarly, the Pir
Panjal Tunnel, which spans over 11 kilometers, is
equipped with advanced safety and ventilation sys-
tems to ensure smooth operations even in harsh
winter conditions.

The economic impact of the railway network in
J&K has been profound. One of the most notable
benefits has been the boost to tourism, as the
improved connectivity has made it easier for tour-
ists to visit popular destinations like Srinagar, Gul-
marg, and Pahalgam. This has not only increased
the flow of visitors but has also generated substan-
tial revenue for local businesses. Additionally, the
railway system facilitates the transportation of local
goods such as apples, saffron, and handicrafts,
opening up new markets and reducing transporta-
tion costs. Furthermore, the railway projects have
created thousands of jobs, both during construc-
tion and in the operational phases, contributing to
local employment.

Strategically, the railway network holds immense
importance for India’s defense and security. The
improved mobility allows for faster deployment of
defense forces and resources in the region, which
is critical given J&K’s proximity to international
borders. This infrastructure also helps in ensuring
better logistical support for the armed forces and
contributes to national security.

The railway network also plays a crucial role in
social integration. By connecting remote regions of
J&K with the rest of India, the railway system fosters
greater unity and strengthens the bonds between
different regions and communities. It enables
easier travel for people, facilitates the exchange
of ideas, and promotes cultural exchange, which
ultimately contributes to national cohesion.

Despite the significant progress made, challeng-
es remain. The region’s harsh terrain, frequent
natural disasters, and the high costs of construc-
tion continue to pose hurdles. Additionally, the
environmental impact of large-scale infrastructure
projects must be carefully managed to preserve
the region’s fragile ecosystem. Nevertheless, the
future of railway development in J&K remains
promising. Once the Katra-Banihal section is
completed, and with the potential extension of the
railway line to Leh under the Bilaspur-Manali-Leh
rail link, the railway network in J&K will further
enhance connectivity, boost economic growth,
and contribute to the region’s overall development.

The railway development in J&Kis a monumental
achievement that represents India’s commitment
to the region’s progress. The network not only
provides essential infrastructure for the region
but also promotes economic, social, and strategic
benefits. As the project continues to expand and
evolve, it will undoubtedly play a key role in shap-
ing the future of Jammu and Kashmir, making it
more connected, prosperous, and integrated with
the rest of the country.

By: Omkar Dattatray

he 358th Prakash Utsav of the
I 10th Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind
Singh Ji is being celebrated on
6th January 2025 with great devotion
,dedication, pomp and show and enthu-
siasm by the Sikh community in particu-
lar and others in general. Guru Gobind
Singh Jayanti marks the auspicious day
where Sikhs celebrate the birthday of
the 10th Guru ~Guru Gobind Singh.
Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti also spelled
as Govind Singh Jayanti is a Sikh festi-
val that commemorates the birthday of
Guru Gobind Singh ji ,the 10th Guru of
the Sikhs, It is a religious celebration in
which prayers for prosperity are offered
.Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti is a public
holiday .It is a day off for the general
population ,and schools and most busi-
nesses are closed Guru Gobind Singh is
the founder and creator of Khalsa .The
day is celebrated on the month of Janu-
ary or December.Guru Gobind Singh’s
birthday is being observed on 17th
January 2024, Wednesday.There is great
significance of Guru Gobind Singh Jay-
anti.Guru Gobind Singh is best known
for rising against the Mughal rulers and
safeguarding the interests of people
from invaders.He, was a benevolent man
who preached justice,peace,and equal-
ity for all.He lived the life of a saint
and inspired millions of Sikhs with his
writings that depict the way he led his
life.,He had strict principles ,which he
and his followers followed and still follow
religiously. The basic norms included not
obliging to the prevalent caste system
and superstitions,they believed in one
God and they followed the 5K’s-Kang
ha(comb),Kesh(uncuthair),Kacchera
(undergarment),Kara (bracelet) and
Karpan(sword).Before his passing ,Guru

asked Sikhs to consider Guru Granth
as the primary text.His teachings and
preaching’s inspired many .His lifelong
battle against the plundering Mughals
ensured the survival of Sikhism.The day
is celebrated all over India ,predomi-
nantly within the Sikh community.On
this auspicious occasion people pray for
the prosperity and well being of fellow
peopleReading and listening sessions
of Guru Gobind’s poetry is a common
practice on this day.Discussions on
Guru Gobind’s life also take place in
Sikh communities spread all over the
world.Guru Gobind Singh Ji was born
on saptamitithi of shuklapaksha in
Pausha month.It will be the 358th birth
anniversary of the great guru.People
celebrate this day and greet each other
,spread his teachings and message to all.
The devotees visit Gurudwaras and all
Gurudwaras are decorated with illumi-
nation of lights ,candles and diyas.As
per Hindu calendar Guru Gobind Singh
Ji was born on SaptmiTithi of Shku-
laPaksha 1723 Samvat in the month of
Pausha. According to the Julian Calen-
dar ,he was born on December 22,1666
in Bihar Patna.The Julian Calendar is
obsolete and no one uses it at the present
time.Guru Gobind Singh’s father was
Guru TeghBahadur who was killed by
Aurangzeb .Guru GobindSinghs moth-
ers name was Mata Gujri. Aurangzeb
beheaded his father ,Guru teghBaha-
dur for not accepting Islam in the year
1675.In 1676,Guru Gobind Singh was
declared the tenth Guru of Sikhs on the
day of Baisakhi when he was only nine
years old.The place where Guru Gobind
Singh was born is now TakhatShri-
HarminderJi Patna Sahib.In 1670 ,his
family again moved to Punjab .In March
1672,his family moved to a place called
ChakNanaki ,located in the Shivalik
Hills of the Himalayas,ChackNanki

Guru Gobind Singh’s prakash Parav

is now called Anandpur Sahib where
he took his education.He took
Persian,Sanskrit lessons and learned
military skills to become a warrior. Later
,Guru Gobind Singh JI founded the
KhalsaPanth.Khalsa strictly followed
a spiritual discipline under the supervi-
sion and guidance of Guru Gobind Singh
.People fearlessly fought against Mughal
rulers.Guru Gobind Singh Ji was a great
poet and writer who has written sev-
eral literature.He announced the Guru
Granth Sahib as the permanent Sikh
Guru prior to so his death in the year
1708 and the Guru Granth Sahib Jiis
a holy scripture of Sikhs.Guru Gobind
Singh Jayanti is celebrated across the
world where Sikh community people
lives .Not only Shiks but everyone cel-
ebrates this day by visiting Gurudwars
and spread his teachings to everyone.
People extend their greetings to each
other.Distribute Langars to all .All
Gurudwars are decorated with lights and
candles.Guru Nanak Vani is also nar-
rated at some places.Guru Gobind Singh
Jayanti is an auspicious day among the
Sikh community and is celebrated every
year with great fanfare and enthusiasm.
The auspicious occasion of Guru Gobind
Singh Jayanti is also known as the
PrakashParv of the tenth Guru.,Guru
Gobind Singh Ji .It is the birth anniver-
sary of Guru Gobind Singh Ji and falls
every year in December or January .On
this day ,devotees from all over the world
send best wishes to one another and
vow to follow the teachings and path
of Guru Gobind Singh Ji.The day is
observed in honor and remembrance of
the great warrior ,poet,Philosopher,and
above all a spiritual master.According to
DrikPanchang ,Guru Gobind Singh Ji
was born on PaushSkuklaSaptami .Guru
Gobind Singh Ji ,born as GobindRai
,was the tenth Sikh Guru,a spiritual

leader,warrior,poet and a philosopher.
He formally became the leader and
protector of the Sikhs at the tender age
of nine after his father ,Guru TeghBa-
hadur ,the ninth Sikh Guru ,was killed
by Aurangzeb for refusing to convert to
Islam.Guru Gobind Singh ji was a great
warrior.He was known for his inclina-
tion towards poetry and his philosophies
and writings he stood by.He refused to
answer the Mughal invaders and fought
alongside the Khalsa to protect his
people.Under his guidance ,his followers
adhered to a strict code.His philosophies
,writings and poetry inspire people to
this day.To celebrate Guru Gobind Singh
Jayanti,Sikhs around the world visit
Gurudwaras,where prayer meetings take
place in honor of Guru Gobind Singh
J i.People participate in processions
organized by the Gurudwaras ,hold
kirtans,and also do seva—a significant
part of Sikh religion ,for the community.
Among his notable contributions to
Sikhism are founding a the Sikh war-
rior community called Khalsa in 1699
and introducing the five K’s ,the five
articles of faith that Khalsa Sikhs wear
all times.Guru Gobid Singh is credited
with DasamGranth whose hymns area
sacred part of Sikh prayers and Khalsa
rituals.To conclude it can be said that
millions of people across the world are
inspired by the life and teachings of
Guru GobindsinghJi and his birth anni-
versary is celebrated with gaiety all over
the world where Sikh community lives
and also by others.

(The author is a
columnist, social, KP
activist and freelancer)

Can China & India restore Asian century momentum?

By: Sanjaya Baru

ast week, several US

lawmakers had said

that they were work-
ing to get CAATSA waivers for
India. (Photo: File | PTI)Last
week, several US lawmakers
had said that they were work-
ing to get CAATSA waivers for
India. (Photo: File | PTI) As we
enter 2025, we also enter the
last year of the first quarter of
the 21st century. Twenty-five
years ago, many forecast the
arrival of an “Asian Century”,
witnessing the rapid rise of
post-war Japan, followed by
the so-called “Asian tigers” --
Hong Kong, South Korea, Sin-
gapore and Taiwan. They were
then followed by the Southeast
Asian economies of Indone-
sia and Malaysia and, finally,
China. In the early 2000s, India
too showed it could speed up.
The 19th century was Europe’s,
the 20th century was America’s
and the 21st century would be
Asia’s, predicted economic
soothsayers.

China’s great moderniser,
Deng Xiaoping, had already
claimed that the rise of China
and India would define the
return of Asia to its historic
place in the comity of nations.
Singapore’s founder Lee Kuan
Yew borrowed an economic
metaphor from Walt Rostow,
whose “stages of growth
theory” had defined the “take-
off” of an economy as a pre-
cursor to economic maturity,
and declared that China and
India were the twin engines of
an Asian jet plane soaring into
the skies.

The trans-Atlantic finan-
cial crisis of 2008-09, wrongly
dubbed as a “global financial
crisis”, was the next milestone
and for a few years after that
the world saw Europe in crisis,

America bogged down in wars
but China and India rising.
China’s rise was spectacular,
India’s was more subdued but
Asian optimism was the fla-
vour of the decade. Then came
the Covid-19 pandemic. A
fellow Hyderabadi and Osma-
nian, Vasuki Shastry, now at
London’s Chatham House,
published a book in 2021 titled
Has Asia Lost it? Dynamic
Past, Turbulent Future, rais-
ing doubts about whether
indeed the 21st century would
be Asian. China had already
started slowing down, and so
had India. Japan has been on a
downward slope through the
2000s. While Europe had also
lost its coveted place in the
global ranking of economies,
it remains home to advances
in science and technology. The
United States had regained
momentum.

Since the publication of Shas-
try’s book China, Japan and
India have slowed down even
more. Most other Asian econo-
mies are in a tizzy adjusting to
the emerging “new Cold War”
between the United States and
China and President Donald
Trump’s stated strategy of pur-
suing the geo-economic con-
tainment of China. Most Asian
economies are caught in a trap
in which they are dependent
on the US for security but on
China for prosperity. Has Asia
“lost it”? Is the Asian rise run-
ning out of gas?

Some facts stand out. In Asia,
Japan has certainly fallen back.
In 2010 China overtook Japan
to become the world’s second
largest economy. In 2025, India
could well overtake Japan and
secure the third place. Though
the gap between number two
and number three will still be
huge, with China now five
times bigger than India. A
second fact that stands out is

that Europe is slowing down
too. Europe’s biggest economy,
Germany, is in crisis mode.
There’s still some life left in
Europe but it remains to be seen
how much energy is in there to
recover lost space. If in 2000 the
Group of Seven (G-7) econo-
mies accounted for more than
50 per cent of world income, by
2020 their share was well below
50 per cent and that of Asia was
well above 50 per cent. But, by
2024, the balance was tilting
in G-7’s favour only because
the US has bounced back and
China has slowed down. Going
forward, both the US and China
may take steps to retain their
existing share of world income,
even if they find it difficult to
increase their shares by much.
It would be the performance
of Europe, in the West, and
of India, Japan and the Asean
economies in the East, over the
next decade that would set the
stage for whether indeed the
21st century would be Asian
or not. During the forthcoming
Donald Trump presidency we
can expect the United States to
take steps aimed at retaining
its global dominance. The US
has declared that the 21st cen-
tury would also be defined by
Pax Americana. On the other
hand, China too would take
steps to ensure that its economy
regains momentum so that it
can remain a close second to
the US. China knows that it
will take a long time for it to
in fact overtake the US. Hence,
we will live through a period
of intense competition. It is in
China’s interest to ensure that
competition with the West
does not escalate into con-
flict. Hence, a rational strategy
would be one in which China
does not undertake any kinetic
action to integrate Taiwan. The
US, on the other hand, may be
tempted to draw China into a

conflict in the western Pacific to
slow down China’s economic
rise. The dynamics of US-China
relations will define to a great
extent whether the 21st centu-
ry would be Asian. Going for-
ward, India has an important
role in defining the centre of
gravity of the world economy
in the 21st century. That centre
had decisively moved East from
the Atlantic and towards Asia.
It will be the performance of the
Indian economy that will drive
that centre of gravity closer to
the Indian Ocean. India is at
present cruising at an annual
average rate of growth around
6.0 per cent. It has to accelerate
to at least 7.5 per cent, a record
that was set during Manmo-
han Singh’s decade in office,
for India to play a role in how
the 21st century is viewed.
India will not only have to
deal with competition within
Asia, especially with China, but
also competition with the West
that is fighting back to regain
space. The United States and
the European Union will work
hard to retain their share of
world income and trade. They
may provoke conflicts that
slow down the rise of emerging
economies. It is in Asia’s inter-
est to seek a decade of peace for
its economies to regain momen-
tum. Asian nations, big and
small, have a role to play in this
game. How Japan, South Korea
and the Asean economies, espe-
cially Indonesia, Malaysia and
Vietnam, perform will also play
an important role in setting
the stage for a resumption of
Asia’s rise. In 2021, Shastry was
right to suggest that Covid had
marked a shift from a dynamic
past to a turbulent future for
Asia. While Asia has recovered
from that setback, America has
recovered even faster. The race,
once again, is on.
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Pawan Verma honoured with Gopalram
Gahmari Abhinaye Samman-2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Pawan Verma, the
young theatre artist of Jammu & Kash-
mir honoured with Gopalram Gahmari
Abhinaye Samman-2024 in 10th Gop-
alram Gahmari Sahitya Kala Festival
organised in the memory of the famous
detective novelist Gopal Ram Gahmari,
in a simple but an impressive function
by Sahitya Saroj magazine and Gahmar
Welfare Society at Gahmar (native vil-
lage of Gopalram Gahmari) in Uttar
Pradesh.

The function was graced by Usha
Kiran Shrivatsav a well-known Hindi &
Baijjika (languages of North Bihar) writer
as the Chief Guest and Rama Shukla a
well-known Hindi writer from Jhansi was
the guest of honour.

This year the jury members selected
well known theatre artist of Jammu
Pawan Verma for the award in theatre
field. The award carries a memento, a
Certifiacte and a Shawl. With this Award
this was the 4th in row, award in year
2024 to Pawan Verma. The rest pres-
tigious awards are J&K State Award-
2024, Padamshri Prof. Ramnath Shastri
Awards-2024 and Kunwar Viyogi Sah-
itya Puruskar-2024.

Gopal Ram Gahmairi is considered the
father of detective novels. He served
Hindi selflessly. Non-Hindi speakers
learned Hindi to read the author’s works.
Gahmari initially translated plays, then
he started translating novels. Gopal
Ram Gahmari wrote poems, plays,
novels, stories, essays and in various
genres of literature, but gained fame in
the field of detective novels.

He ran a magazine called ‘Jaasoos’ for
38 years without any support. For this,
he had to write almost one novel every
month. He wrote more than 200 detec-
tive novels and translated hundreds
of stories. ‘Adbhut Laash’, ‘Bekasoor
Ki Phansi’, ‘Sar-Kaati Laash’, ‘Double
Jasoos’, ‘Bhayankar Chori’, ‘Khooni
Ki Khoj’ and ‘Guptbhed’ are his major
novels. The first Hindi translation of
Rabindranath Tagore’s poem ‘Chitra-
ganda’ was done by Gahmari. He was
such a writer who could increase the
number of Hindi readers. After Devki-
nandan Khatri, if non-Hindi speakers
learned Hindi to read the works of any
other writer, it was Gopal Ram Gahmari.

Pawan Verma is a young theatre artist,
Dogri writer and Dogri News Reader in
A.lLR & Doordarshan. Pawan belongs
to Mubarak Mandi in the heart of city,
Jammu. He has adopted this cultural
race without any family background.

He started his theatre journey from the
Natrang’s theatre camp 2000 under the
guidance of Balwant Thakur (Padma
Shri). He is doing Theatre from last 24
years and acted in over 80 plays which
were performed more than 700 times
through-out the country and abroad
too. He has participated in more than
40 National & International Theatre
Festivals. Important among them are :
“Year of India in Russia” festival-Mos-
cow-2009, Frankfurt international the-
atre festival-Frankfurt (Germany)-2009,
Nandikar international theatre Festival,
Bharat Rang Mahotsav, Jashn-e-
Bachpan, Commonwealth Games, New
Delhi-2010, International Cultural event
at Indian International centre, New
Delhi-2011, 101th Indian science Con-
gress- 2013, 8th international theatre
Olympics-2018.International festival
on Indian Dsance-2024 etc. which was
organized by Indian council for cultural
relations (ICCR), National school of
Drama, Sangeet Natak Akademi.

For his outstanding Achievements &
contribution in the Art, Culture & Lit-
erature, He has honoured with many
awards: J&K State Award -2024 by
J&K Govt., Padamshri Prof. Ramnath
Shastri Memorial Award-2024, Kunwar
Viyogi Sahitya Puruskar-2024, Junior
Fellowship by Ministry of Culture, Govt.
of India, Mahatma Gandhi Seva Puras-
kar-2020, International Excellence
Award-2022, Kabir Samman-2023 etc.

Unidentified male body

found in Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: An
unidentified male body
was discovered on Jan-
uary 4, 2025, at approxi-
mately 3:30 PM in train
number 12413 Pooja
Express (Coach No.
NR-163414-C) at the
washing line of Railway
Station Jammu.

The deceased, esti-
mated to be around
55-60 years old, was
found unresponsive,
and the body was sub-
sequently shifted to
the mortuary at GMC
Jammu for postmortem
and identification.

The deceased is
described as approxi-
mately 5 feet 6 inches
tall with a wheatish com-
plexion. At the time of

discovery, he was
wearing a red jacket,
brown pants, and chap-
pals. Authorities are
making efforts to estab-
lish the identity of the
individual and have
requested the pub-
lic’s assistance in this
matter.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the iden-
tity or residential details
of the deceased is urged
to contact GRP Jammu
at 0191-2474946 or
6005784806. The PCR
GRP Jammu Helpline is
also available at 1512.

The police are appeal-
ing to citizens to share
any relevant information
that could help locate
the family or relatives
of the deceased. Inves-
tigations are underway
to determine the circum-
stances surrounding the
incident.

Kejriwal is cheating people
of Delhi: Lal Singh Ary

Top News Report

JAMMU /NEW DELHI, Jan 6: Bharati-
ya Janata Party SC Morcha National
President Lal Singh Arya took Aam
Aadmi Party chief Arvind Kejriwal to
task and said that he has cheated the
people of Delhi by misleading them with
free words.

The Kejriwal government has done
Yamuna cleaning scam, liquor scam
and looted the poor of Delhi through
water scam, broken roads, not giving
permanent houses to slum dwellers,
supply of dirty drinking water.

Nothing is available for free here in
Delhi. The people of Delhi have to buy
drinking water. The mohalla clinics built
by them do not even have medicines.
Doctors also do not sit there. Where
doctors sit, they prescribe medicines
and the patient has to buy medicines
from medical stores. Electricity is also
expensive in Delhi and the people of
Delhi have to pay the expensive elec-
tricity bills. Aam Aadmi Party is in power
in Punjab. They show big dreams to
the people there but nobody is getting
anything. Aam Aadmi Party came to
power by showing dreams of freebies
and cheated the people.

Lal Singh Arya said while speaking
that Arvind Kejriwal’'s movement was
done by putting a gun on Anna Hazare’s
shoulder. Kejriwal came to power with
the support of honest Anna Hazare. He
had said that he will not take a bunga
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low. Will not take a car and will expose
the corruption of Congress. Will send
Congress leaders to jail.* *Kejriwal did
not do anything like this. Rather, by join-
ing hands with Congress, he contested
elections in many states and himself
got involved in corruption due to which
Kejriwal and his fellow ministers had
to go to jail, who are out on bail today.

Lal Singh Arya said that the people
of the country should understand this.
Corrupt people do not do good to the
public and only fill their own pockets.

Now the people of the country includ-
ing Delhi have understood the tricks
of these corrupt people and Kejriwal
government and Congress are going to
be completely wiped out from Delhi and
a strong Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment will be formed in Delhi.

Rising asphyxiation cases in Kashmir need solutions; Govt
should provide carbon monoxide sensors: Tarigami

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 6:
Expressing serious
concern over the rising
asphyxiation cases in
Kashmir, which have
become a recurring
issue during winters,

CPI(M) leader and
MLA Kulgam Moha-
mad Yousuf Tarigami

on Monday urged the
government to provide
carbon monoxide sen-
sors to households at
subsidized rates.
Referring to the
increasing asphyxia-
tion cases which have
so far claimed seven
lives in Kashmir, with
one victim still in critical
condition, the CPI (M)
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leader said that the gov-
ernment should formu-
late a policy to distribute
carbon monoxide sen-
sors at subsidized rates
through local bodies.
He added that while
the victims cannot be
brought back, families
should receive compen-
sation as a humanitar-
ian gesture, and those
in critical condition due

to suffocation should be
provided immediate and
free of cost treatment.
Tarigami said that there
is a need for awareness
campaigns at the village
level about the dangers
of carbon monoxide
poisoning and called
for concrete steps to
prevent further cases of
suffocation in J&K.

Shaurya of DPS Jammu wins
silver medal at 20th National
Taekwondo Championship

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Shau-
rya Sharma, a student
of Class IX-C at Delhi
Public School Jammu
has brought laurels to
the school and his par-
ents by securing the
silver medal in the pres-
tigious 20th National
Taekwondo Champion-
ship. The championship
was held in Surat, Guja-
rat, from 28-30 Decem-
ber 2024, organized by
CAN Taekwon-Do and
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supported by the ITF
Taekwon-Do Federa-
tion.

Shaurya competed
in the under-17 age
group category and
showcased exceptional
skill and determination,
earning accolades in
a competition that wit-
nessed the participation
of 38 talented players
from Jammu & Kashmir.

The esteemed man-
agement of DPS Jammu
under the leadership of
President-RCT, Ajatsha-
tru Singh, Pro VC- Dr.
Ritu Singh, Director,
S.S Sodhi along with
Principal-DPS Jammu,
Ruchi Chabra and staff
congratulated Shaurya
for his outstanding per-
formance in the event.
They also expressed

their appreciation to
his parents for their
unwavering support and
encouragement.

The school community
is immensely proud of
Shaurya’s achievement
and wishes him con-
tinued success in his
future endeavors. Shau-
rya’s victory is a testa-
ment to his hard work,
discipline, and passion
for Taekwondo.

DC Samba issues directive to curb
illegal land conversions

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): The Deputy Com-
missioner of Samba
has directed all revenue
authorities and officers
to refrain from regis-
tering any documents

related to the sale or
purchase of real estate
projects that fall under
the purview of the JK
Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act,
2016, unless registered
with JKRERA.

The directive also

mandates strict enforce-
ment to prevent illegal
colonies and prohibits
the conversion of agri-
cultural land for non-
agricultural purposes
without proper authori-
zation, ensuring compli-
ance with the law.

Fourth day of National Integration
Camp begins with Yoga session

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: The
fourth day of the Nation-
al Integration Camp
organized by the Nation-
al Service Scheme
(NSS) began with a
rejuvenating Yoga ses-
sion promoting physical
well-being and mental
tranquility among par-
ticipants. Under the
guidance of Dr. Arun
Gupta, Medical Offi-
cer, Ayurvedic Hospital
Jammu, the attendance
greeted the morning sun
and performed various
asanas, reinforcing the
importance of maintain-
ing a balanced lifestyle.

Participants gathered
for a hearty breakfast
after the Yoga ses-
sion that provided the
energy needed for the
day’s activities. As the
morning progressed the
excitement kicked into
high gear with the finals
of Badminton and Table
Tennis tournaments.

In Badminton Sikkim
Contingent and in Table
Tennis Chandigarh Con-
tingent emerged as win-
ners. Participants show-
cased remarkable skills
and sportsmanship. The
event created

a spirited atmosphere,
with participants cheer-
ing for their fellow camp-
ers and celebrating
their achievements at
GCW, Parade Ground,
Jammu. Medals to the
winners were present-
ed by Principals of Host
colleges.

Following the sports
event, contestants par-
ticipated in a spirited
Declamation contest,
where they delivered
passionate speeches
on the topic ‘Break-
ing Chains — Building
Dreams’, and enthusi-
asm was displayed by
all the participants. 27
Participants from 18
contingents participated
in this event.

In the afternoon,
attendees were
engaged in academic
sessions. The Resource
Person for the first ses-
sion was Ms. Preeti
Choudhary from Mission
Shakti. She sensitized
the volunteers about
the relevance of Self-
defence in the present
time.

The second session of

the program was led
by Dr. Niti Shekhar,
Assistant Professor, IIM.
Her topic of the lecture

was

‘Entrepreneurship and
Women’. She highlight-
ed the Entrepreneurial
Strategies for women
that are pivotal in fos-
tering a more inclusive
business landscape.
She discussed in her
lecture about financial
literacy, funding options,
and microloans tailored
for women-led busi-
nesses which empower
women to make their
own decisions. By
adopting these strate-
gies, Women entrepre-
neurs cannot only thrive
individually but also con-
tribute to a more diverse
and resilient economy.

As the sun dipped
below the horizon, the
cultural evening started
with a vibrant display of
diverse talents, featu
EarlyTimes@gmail.com
ring traditional dances,
and music performanc-
es that highlighted the
rich culture

of our Nation. Par-
ticipants from Ladakh,
Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, JKO05, and
JKO3 took the stage with
enthusiasm showcasing
their creativity and fos-
tering a sense of unity.

Transformer in Qazigund
village damaged 5 times in
a month; people suffer

Top News Report

QAZIGUND, Jan 5:
Inhabitants of Levdora
(Naibasti) Qazigund
are without electric-
ity for last 15 days, as
damaged transformer
yet to be repaired since
then, alleged locals on
Sunday.

Talking to Top News JK
correspondent Gh Nabi
khanday locals said
the community electric
transformer developed
some technical snag
and since then it is yet
to be repaired, leaving
us in high and dry amid
harish winter.

“The 100 KV trans-
former is meant to pro-
vide electricity to about

60 households and it
frequently develops
technical snags. So
much so that it devel-
ops faults five times
in a month. We have
been spending thou-
sands of rupees on it
every month especially
during winters,” said a
local, Aamir Hussain.
Meanwhile, a senior
official from PDD Sub-
division Qazigund told
that he will look into the
matter and will replace it
as soon as possible for
the convenience of gen-
eral public, adding we
appealed to the people
to use electricity judi-
ciously to prevent such
occurrences.

Bukhari expresses profound
grief over tragic death of five
members of family

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 5:
Apni Party President
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari has expressed
his profound grief and
shock over the tragic
death of five members
of a family — includ-
ing parents and their
three children — due to
suffocation in a rented
accommodation in the
Pandrathan area of Sri-
nagar.

In his statement
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari said, “It is
deeply shocking to hear

that five members of a
family originally hailing
from Gangyal area of
Uri in Baramulla, have
died from suffocation
in their rented accom-
modation in the Pandre-
than area of Srinagar.”
“The deceased chil-
dren comprise a one-
month-old infant and
two toddlers aged 18
months and 3 years.
This tragedy is both
heartbreaking and
unbearable. Words
cannot express the grief
and sorrow | feel upon
hearing about this tragic
event,” he added.
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Akshay Kumar, Veer Pahariya lead the high-octane

Jio Studios and Maddock
Films have officially unveiled
the much-awaited trailer for Sky
Force, set to release on January
24,2025, just in time for Repub-
lic Day week.

This patriotic thriller prom-
ises to deliver a compelling
mix of high-octane air combat
sequences, emotionally
charged moments, and a grip-
ping narrative centred around
one of India’s most daring mili-
tary operations.

Starring Akshay Kumar and
debutant Veer Pahariya in
lead roles, Sky Force offers an
exhilarating glimpse into India’s
first and one of its deadliest air-
strikes on Pakistan. The trailer
sets the stage for a thrilling jour-
ney filled with brave soldiers,
heart-wrenching sacrifice, and
stirring patriotism.

Directed by Sandeep Kewlani
and Abhishek Kapur, Sky Force
follows the story of an Indian
Air Force (IAF) officer, played
by Akshay Kumar, who embarks
on a mission of vengeance
after several Indian soldiers
are killed. As tensions esca-
late, Akshay’s character chal-
lenges the conventional mind-
set, urging his superiors to take
action and execute the country’s
first-ever airstrike in retaliation.
In a powerful dialogue, he says,
“Doosra gaal neta dikhate hai,
hum fauji nahi,” (Another cheek
is extended by political leaders,

Shalini Passi gives tips on how to
make ‘boring’ parties ‘fabulous’

Shalini Passi, who

not soldiers).

Veer Pahariya, making his film
debut, plays another IAF offi-
cer who teams up with Akshay
Kumar’s character to lead the
mission. However, as the opera-
tion intensifies, Veer’s aircraft
is shot down, and he is later
reported “missing in action”.

The emotional toll of the mis-
sion is further depicted through
the character of Sara Ali Khan,
who plays Veer’s wife, anxiously
awaiting news of her husband’s
fate.

In addition to the main cast,
actress Nimrat Kaur also stars
in a pivotal role.

Speaking about the film,
Dinesh Vijan, founder and pro-

ion in film Sky Fore

ducer of Maddock Films, in a
press statement said, “The
motto of our nation’s soldiers
is never to leave any of their
comrades behind. This commit-
ment exemplifies the profound
bravery and selflessness that
define their service. Sky Force
is a salute to that commitment. It
is the story from an untold chap-
ter in our nation’s history that
demanded to be told.”

Vijan further expressed his
pride in bringing this story
to life, adding, “With Akshay
Kumar helming the film and
Veer Pahariya making his debut,
we believe Sky Force will etch a
lasting impression on the hearts
of viewers everywhere. Some

missions end, while others last
a lifetime. Sky Force promises
to last a lifetime.”

Jyoti Deshpande, President-
Media and Content Business
at Reliance Industries and a
producer of the film, shared
her thoughts on the film’s sig-
nificance. “Sky Force is not just
a film; it's a tribute to the brav-
ery, patriotism, and indomitable
spirit of our armed forces. This
poignant story shines light on
a significant chapter of India’s
history, honouring the sacrifices
of our unsung heroes,” she said,
adding, “At Jio Studios, we take
immense pride in bringing to
life stories with purpose, and
Sky Force is sure to inspire and
evoke a deep sense of pride in
every Indian.”

Akshay Kumar also shared
the movie’s trailer on his social
media handle and wrote, “This
Republic Day, witness the
untold story of a heroic sac-
rifice - the tale of India’s first
and deadliest airstrike. Mission
#SkyForce- In Cinemas 24th
January 2025. #SkyForceTrailer
is out now.” The trailer of ‘Sky
Force’ promises to be a visual
treat with breathtaking aerial
combat sequences, showcas-
ing the courage and skill of the
Indian Air Force officers.

Sky Force will hit theatres on
January 24, 2025, just ahead of
Republic Day.

Glad our film will finally hit big screen:
Kangana Ranaut on ‘Emergency’

L 75 e
Actor-filmmaker Kangana Ranaut
shared the trailer of her much awaited
film “Emergency” on Monday, calling
the journey to the release of the politi-
cal drama a long one “filled with chal-
lenges”.

Starring Ranaut as former prime min-
ister Indira Gandhi, the film missed out
on its September 6, 2024, release date
as it was unable to obtain the clearance
certificate from the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC).

“Emergency” was mired in controver-
sy after Sikh organisations, including
the Shiromani Akali Dal, accused it of
misrepresenting the community and
getting facts wrong.

Ranaut, who also serves as director
and producer on the film, said she is
looking forward to its release on Janu-
ary 17.

“I'm glad that our film ‘Emergency’ will
finally hit the big screen on 17th Janu-

ary. This story isn’t just about a con-
troversial leader; it delves into themes
that remain profoundly relevant today,
making the journey both difficult and
significant,” the actor-BJP MP said in
a statement.

“Releasing just a week before Repub-
lic Day, it's the perfect time to reflect on
the resilience of our Constitution and
experience the film with your loved
ones,” she added.

Ranaut shared the trailer of the film on
her X handle.

She captioned her post as: “1975,
Emergency - A Defining chapter in
Indian History. Indira: India’s most pow-
erful woman. Her ambition transformed
the nation, but her #EMERGENCY
plunged it into chaos.”

“Emergency” delves into the emergen-
cy that was imposed by Indira Gandhi
for 21 months from 1975 to 1977 and
its aftermath.

“As we mark 50 years since the
1975 Emergency, this film isn’t just a
historical retelling—it's a reflection on
the resilience of democracy and a trib-
ute to those who fought to protect it.
‘Emergency’ is a cinematic milestone
that challenges audiences to ques-
tion, engage, and remember the cost
of freedom,” added producer Umesh
KR Bansal.

“Emergency” also stars Anupam Kher
as Jayaprakash Narayan, Shreyas Tal-
pade in the role of a young Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Milind Soman as Field Mar-
shal Sam Manekshaw, Mahima Choud-
hary as Pupul Jayakar and the late
Satish Kaushik in the role of Jagjivan
Ram.

The film is produced by Zee Studios
and Manikarnika Films.

Divya Dutta challenging herself to get out of
her comfort zone

took the Internet by
storm after her appear-
ance in the reality show
“Bollywood Wives Vs
Fabulous Lives,” has
given out tips on how
to make boring parties
fabulous in her own
style.

Shalini took to her
Instagram, where she
shared a sparkly new
video. In the clip she
jotted down some
important tips on how to
make parties as grand
as hers.

In the clip, the inter-
net sensation is heard
saying: “Hi, this is Shali-
ni Passi and this is my
guide for making your
parties go from boring
to fabulous.”

Her first tip was:
Always remember to
pay attention to detail.”

“Don’t rely on others
for entertainment. Be
your own entertain-
ment,” Shalini revealed
the second tip.

Describing it as “impor-
tant”, her third point
included: “Most impor-
tantly, shine from all
angles or sparkle.”

“Don’t forget small
gestures matter. Finally,
leave a lasting impres-
sion,” she revealed the
final two tips.

With just one stint on
“Bollywood Wives Vs
Fabulous Lives,” Shali-

“

ni has managed to rule
over the hearts of all.
She was even seen as a
guest on the controver-
sial reality show “Bigg
Boss 18” last month.

Ahead of her step-
ping into the house, she
shared her mantra to
survive in “Bigg Boss”.
She spoke about the
five important steps she
would follow to “survive
in the house.”

“Step 1: Walk at your
own pace,” said Shalini.

She added: “Step 2:
Stay fabulous always,
even during kitchen

ol

fights. Step 3: Drama,
ignore it, even if it’s reli-
gious. Step 4: Be like Taj
Mahal, timeless, classy,
impossible to replicate.
Step 5: Speak less, slay
more. Bye.”

Talking about “Bigg
Boss 18”, the show is in
its last two weeks with
names such as Vivian
Dsena, Shilpa Shirod-
kar, Karanveer Mehra,
Chum Darang, Chahat
Panday, Rajat Dalal,
Eisha Sharma, Avinash
Mishra and Kashish
Kapoor competing for
the trophy.

Actor, author, travel
junkie, and now a moti-
vational speaker, Divya
Dutta has led life on her
own terms. The Punjabi
girl dreamt of being an
actress, and she is living
her dream. Never mind
that she had to learn
and unlearn things on
the way!

The year 2024 was
special for Divya. Films
like Sharmajee Ki Beti
and Sikandar Ka Muqa-
ddar won her love, and
the web series Bandish
Bandits brought her criti-
cal acclaim. “Last year
was fantastic. | shot for
about five different films,
and travelled a lot,”
opens up the National
Film Award winning
actress.

“I welcome 2025 with
lots of gratitude and
hope,” adds Divya,
who ushered 2025 in
Mumbai, with her family
and friends. No New
Year resolutions for her.

Talking about her char-
acter Nandini in Bandish
Bandits 2, she says, “I
was an ardent admirer
of Bandish Bandits
Season 1, which was
mesmerising. The story
was beautifully told by
Anand Tiwari.”

When Tiwari asked
Divya if she would be
interested in playing
the part of Nandini in

Season 2, she jumped
at the opportunity. The
part was initially written
keeping a male actor
in mind but Tiwari later

changed it to a female
one. “It just worked out
beautifully. The charac-
ter of Nandini was so
nuanced, whether it's

her look or the charac-
ter arc; her backstory,
the intrigue factor and
her philosophy of music,
everything made her an
attractive character to
play,” she says.

Divya had to unlearn
a few things and learn
a lot on the sets. “An
absolutely different
world it was, and very
challenging, exciting
and amazing for me. I'm
so proud and honoured
that | could be a part of
this one.”

Divya is inundated
with messages and
calls for her portrayal of
Nandini. “I'm delighted
that everyone is watch-
ing Bandish Bandits 2
and loving it so much.
| guess the music has
resonated beautifully
with the audience.

The songs have
become a rage. My
young niece and
nephew are humming
those songs. So, I'm
sure it has reached all
generations.”

With a number of films
to her credit, including
Veer-Zaara, Delhi 6 and
Welcome to Sajjanpur,
Divya is loving her time
on OTT. “OTT has paved
a path for women, who
are in their 30s 40s and
above. Being an actress
is no longer just romanc-
ing the hero or just get-

ting kidnapped by a
villain. The characters
are more layered now.
People want to know
what happens after hap-
pily ever after, people
want to know the grey
that lies between a black
and a white, and see a
woman in such shades.
Our audience is ready
for it and so are the sto-
rytellers, so there’s a
lot more happening for
actresses now.”

Thought it's been three
decades in the profes-
sion, for Divya it’s still
a learning process. ‘I
have been very lucky.
| have worked with the
best directors.” Among
them was Shyam Bene-
gal, who gave her the
memorable character
Vindhya in Welcome to
Sajjanpur. “He was an
institution unto himself.
With his unassuming
persona, he could bring
out the best in his actors.
I learnt a lot from him!”

Divya will next be seen
in Laxman Utekar’s his-
torical drama Chhaava.
“I've also completed a
biopic recently, and a
film with Manoj Bajpay-
ee. | have taken up
many projects and that
is pushing me out of my
comfort zone. That’s
something | want to
explore in 2025.” We are
watching!

Filmmaker Karan Johar has
shared a message for “avid reel
consumers” and talked about how
they have bid adieu to the ‘silently
suffering attention span’.

Karan took to his Instagram sto-

provoking yet hilarious quotes on
his social media.

Earlier this week, KJo reflected on
his fond memories and reopened

his “yaadon ka dabba”.

He penned a nostalgic post

Made under the direction of Ayan
Mukerii, “Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani”
starred Ranbir Kapoor, Deepika
Padukone, Aditya Roy Kapur, and
Kalki Koechlin in pivotal roles.
Bankrolled by Hiroo Yash Johar

Karan on January 2 had revealed
what he considers to be his biggest
passion.

He wrote, “Films..What we live
and die for...” It should not come

ries, where he shared the profound
note, which also talked about “kill-
ing books” courtesy the consump-
tion of clips.

“Dear avid REEL consumer, You
have officially bid goodbye to the
silently suffering ‘Attention Span’...
and as far as | am concerned you
kiled me a decade ago. Regret-
fully yours, BOOK,” he wrote as
the caption.

An avid user of social media him-
self, Karan often posts thought-

about the Ranbir Kapoor-starrer
“Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani”, which
released in 2013.

It read, “It's time to relive this
yaadon ka mithai ka dabbal!
#YehJawaaniHaiDeewani in select
cinemas near you - book your tick-
ets now!”

KJo’s latest Insta post also
included a collage of some special
moments from the film, capturing
its essence of “Pyaar, Sapna, Dee-
wanapan, Dosti".

and Karan Johar under the banner
of Dharma Productions, Pritam
provided the tunes for the movie.
“Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani
“shares the tale of four classmates,
who end up going on a trekking trip
together, changing the dynamics of

their friendship forever.

The drama is also credited with
some memorable songs such as
‘Badtameez Dil’, ‘Balam Pichkari’,
‘Subhanallah’, ‘Kabira’, ‘llaahi’, and

‘Dilliwaali Girlfriend’.

as any surprise, given that Karan
Johar has dedicated all his life to
making movies, and continues to
do so even today.

As far as Karan Johar’s next
project is concerned, the director
recently joined forces with Kartik
Aryan for a romantic comedy titled
‘Tu Meri Main Tera, Main Tera Tu
Meri’.

Sameer Vidwans will be helming
the movie scheduled to be out in
the theatres in 2026.
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PM Modi pays tribute to Guru

Gobind Singh on birth anniversary

10th Sikh Guru Gobind
Singh on his birth anni-
versary, observed as
‘Prakash Utsav’, on
Monday.

He said in a post on
X, “l bow to Sri Guru
Gobind Singh ji on his
Prakash Utsav. His
thoughts inspire us to
build a society that is
progressive, prosperous

1666.

“Greetings to all on the
sacred occasion of Prakash
Parv of Guru Gobind Singh Ji!
His selfless devotion to well-
being of humanity continues
to inspire us.

Guru Gobind Singh Ji always
advocated for equality and jus-
tice.

“May his timeless teach-

NEW DELHI, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday greeted
citizens on the occasion of
‘Prakash Parv’ of Guru Gobind
Singh and hoped that his
timeless teachings guide all
towards a path of righteous-
ness, peace and harmony.

The birth anniversary of the
10th Sikh guru is observed as

‘Prakash Parv’.

Guru Gobind Singh, who
established the Khalsa Panth,
was born in Patna Sahib in

CJI Khanna recuses himself from
hearing pleas related to I0A,
AIFF constitutions

NEW DELHI, Jan
6 (Agencies): Chief
Justice of India Sanjv
Khanna on Monday
recused himself from
hearing two separate
pleas pertaining to
finalisation of the con-
stitutions of the Indian
Olympic Association
and the All India Foot-
ball Federation, both
framed by former apex
court judge Justice L
Nageswara Rao.

At the outset of the
proceedings, the Chief
Justice of India (CJI),
who was sitting on the
bench with Justice
Sanjay Kumar, said
he would not be part
of the bench to hear
these cases as he had
earlier taken up one of
the pleas in Delhi High

Court.

“Let the pleas come
before another bench
headed by Justice PS
Narasimha on February
10. | remember hearing
this in Delhi High Court,”
CJI Khanna said.

The pleas were last
taken up on March
19, 2024, by a bench
headed by the-then CJI
DY Chandrachud.

The bench had then
permitted the All India
Football Federation

(AIFF) to file its objec-
tions to the draft con-
stitution proposed by
Justice Rao.

“The amicus curiae
will update the exist-
ing chart to reflect the
objections of the AIFF,”
the bench had said.

It had also said that it
would decide the issues
raised about the Indian
Olympic Association
(IOA) and the AIFF con-
stitutions on the next
date of hearing.

BAAAAALAAALL
—

ings guide us towards a path
of righteousness, peace, and
harmony,” Murmu said in a
post on X.

NEW DELHI, Jan
6 (Agencies): Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi paid tribute to

and compassionate.”
Guru Gobind Singh,
who established the
Khalsa Panth, was born
in Patna Sahib in 1666.

Nithari killings: SC to hear on March 25 pleas
against Surendra Koll s acquittal

NEW DELHI, Jan
6 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Monday said it would
on March 25 hear a
batch of pleas against
the acquittal of Surendra
Koli in the 2006 Nithari
serial killings case.

A bench of Justices
B R Gavai and Augus-
tine George Masih was
informed by solicitor
general Tushar Mehta
that the case was over
the “very serious and
gruesome” Killings in
Nithari, UP.

Koli’'s counsel said the
evidence against his
client was a confession-
al statement, recorded
several days after his
police custody in the
case.

The bench directed
its registry to summon
the trial court records in
other connected matters

expeditiously and supply
its copies to the lawyers
appearing in the matter.

The hearing was
posted on March 25.

In 2024, the apex court
agreed to examine sep-
arate pleas filed by the
CBI and the UP govern-
ment challenging the
Allahabad High Court’s
decision acquitting Koli
on October 16, 2023.

The bench had sought
a response from Koli on
the petitions and tagged
it with similar pending
pleas.

The top court in May,
2024, agreed to hear a
plea filed by the father of
one of the victims chal-
lenging the high court’s
acquittal verdict.

Koli was awarded
death penalty on Sep-
tember 28, 2010 by the
trial court.

Moninder Singh Pand-
her and his domestic
help Koli were accused
of rape and murder of
persons, mostly chil-
dren, in their neighbour-
hood in Nithari, UP.

The high court acquit-

ted them in the death
penalty case and said
the prosecution had
failed to prove their guilt
“beyond reasonable
doubt” while calling it a
“botched up” investiga-
tion.

Reversing the death
sentence given to Koli in
12 cases and Pandher
in two cases, the high
court said the probe
was “nothing short of a
betrayal of public trust
by responsible agen-
cies”.

The high court allowed
multiple appeals filed by
Koli and Pandher, who
challenged the death
sentence awarded by a
CBI court in Ghaziabad.

A total of 19 cases
were lodged against the
duoin 2007, and the CBI
filed closure reports in
three cases due to lack
of evidence.

Koli was acquitted in
three of the 16 remain-
ing cases, and his death
sentence in one case
was commuted to life.

The killings came to
light with the discovery
of the skeletal remains
of eight children from
a drain behind Pand-
her’s house at Nithari
in Noida, bordering
the national capital, on
December 29, 2006.

Further digging and
searches of drains in the
area around the house
led to more skeletal
remains. Most of these
remains were those
of children and young
women who went miss-
ing in the area.

The CBI took over the
case within 10 days of
the crime and its search
resulted in the recovery
of more human remains.

Bengaluru shocker: Techie, wife kill their children,
die by suicide

SpaDeX docking postponed
to January 9: ISRO

BENGALURU, Jan
6 (Agencies): A tragic
incident of a software
professional and his wife
ending their lives after
killing their two children
was reported from Ben-
galuru on Monday.

The shocking incident
took place in the limits of
Sadashivanagar police
station in Bengaluru.

The deceased have
been identified as
38-year-old Anoop, a
software professional
from Uttar Pradesh, his
wife 35-year-old Raakhi,
their children five-year-
old Anupriya and two-
year-old Priyansh.

The domestic help told
the police that since
the couple’s eldest kid
Anupriya was a child
with special needs, the
young parents were dis-
traught.

According to police,

Anoop worked as a soft-
ware consultant with a
private company.

The house help told
the police that till Sat-
urday night, things had
seemed normal and the
couple looked happy.

The murder-cum-sui-
cide came to light when
the house help came on
Monday morning and
did not get any response
from the family.

Police suspect that
depressed by Anupriya’s
condition, the couple
had taken the decision
to end their lives and
kill their children before
that.

They first killed both
the children by poison-
ing their food and later
hanged themselves at
their residence.

The family had three
maids and Anoop had
asked them to come

early on Monday as they

were planning to visit
Pondicherry city.

The couple had got
the packing done by the
staff on Sunday itself,
police said.

Two of the staff were
hired for cooking and
one was kept to take
care of the children.

The helpers were each
getting a salary of Rs
15,000 per month as the

Four killed, 32 injured as Kerala state
bus bus falls 1nt0 gorge in Idukk1

IDUKKI, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): Four people lost
their lives and 32 others
sustained injuries when
a Kerala State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) bus fell into
a gorge near Pullupara
on the Kottarakara-Din-
digul national highway
early Monday morning.

The bus, part of the
KSRTC budget tour-
ism cell, was returning
to Mavelikkara in Alap-
puzha district after a
tour of Thanjavur, Tamil
Nadu. The accident
occurred around 6.15
am near the Kallivayal
estate in Idukki district.

The deceased were
identified as Arun Hari
(55), Rama Mohan (40),
Sangeeth (45), and
Bindhu Unnithan (59),
all residents of Mavelik-

kara.

According to pre-
liminary reports, the
vehicle’s brakes failed
while navigating a sharp
curve, causing the bus
to spiral into a 70-foot-
deep gorge. The bus got
lodged against a tree,
potentially preventing
further casualties.

Emergency respond-
ers, including local resi-
dents, police, and Fire
and Rescue Services
personnel, launched
rescue operations. The

injured were rushed to
Mundakayam Medical
Trust Hospital and Mar
Sleeva Medicity in Pala
for treatment.

Efforts are underway
to recover the bus using
a crane to ensure no
one remains trapped.

Officials stated that the
bus had departed from
Mavelikkara on Sunday
morning and was due
to return early Monday.
Investigations into the
exact cause of the acci-
dent are ongoing.

family was financially
sound.

However, the
Sadashivanagar police
are exploring all angles
and investigating wheth-
er the family was debt-
ridden or going through
a rough financial patch.

On August 3, 2023,
a shocking incident of
a 31-year-old software
professional ending his
life after killing his wife

and two daughters was
reported in Kadugodi
police station limits of
Bengaluru.

The deceased techie
was identified as Veer-
arjuna Vijay from Andhra
Pradesh. He had killed
his wife Hemavathi
(29) and his two infant
daughters aged 18
months and 8 months,
respectively.

According to police,
the incident had come
to light when neigh-
bours complained to the
police that a foul smell
was emanating from the
apartment where the
family lived.

In another incident,
a 24-year-old techie
working with a reputed
IT company had commit-
ted suicide by inhaling
helium gas in a hotel in
Bengaluru on August 20,
2024.

H

BENGALURU, Jan 6 (Agencies):
ISRO on Monday said the docking

experiment of SpaDeX satellites sched-
uled for January 7 is now postponed to

January 9.

The Bengaluru-based space agency
said the docking process requires fur-
ther validation through ground simula-
tions based on an abort scenario identi-

fied on Monday.

“The SpaDeX Docking scheduled on
(January) 7th is now postponed to 9th.
The docking process requires further
validation through ground simulations
based on an abort scenario identified
today,” ISRO said in a post on ‘X"

ISRO had successfully launched the
ambitious Space Docking Experiment
(SpaDeX) mission on December 30.

The PSLV C60 rocket carrying two
small satellites, SDX01 (Chaser) and
SDXO02 (Target), along with 24 payloads,
had lifted off from the first launchpad of
the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota, and about 15 minutes after
liftoff, the two small spacecraft weighing
about 220 kg each were launched into a
475-km circular orbit as intended.

According to ISRO, SpaDeX mission
is a cost-effective technology demon-
strator mission for the demonstration
of in-space docking using two small
spacecraft that was launched by PSLV.

This technology is essential for India’s

space ambitions such as Indian on
Moon, sample return from the Moon,
the building and operation of Bharatiya
Antariksh Station (BAS), etc.

In-space docking technology is essen-

tial when multiple rocket launches are
required to achieve common mis-
sion objectives. Through this mission,
India is marching towards becoming
the fourth country in the world to have
space docking technology.

9 killed as Naxals blow up vehicle carrying
security personnel in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR, Jan 6
(Agencies): Eight Dis-
trict Reserve Guard
(DRG) jawans and a
driver were killed after
Naxals blew up their
vehicle using an impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) in Chhattisgarh’s
Bijapur district. The blast
occurred on the Bedre-
Kutru Road in the dis-
trict.

The security person-
nel were returning from
an operation when the
incident happened. The
DRG is a unit of the
state police.

“The security person-
nel were returning to the
base camp from a joint
operation of Dantewada,
Narayanpur, and Bijapur

when, at around 2.15 pm
on January 6, unidenti-
fied Maoists detonated
an |IED near Ambeli vil-
lage in the Kutru police
station area of Bija-
pur district,” Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Bastar said.

“We will soon release
a detailed statement on
this,” the official added.

This is the biggest
strike on security per-
sonnel by Naxalites in
the last two years, an
official said.

On April 26, 2023, ten
police personnel and
a civilian driver were
killed after Naxals blew
up their vehicle, which
was part of a convoy
carrying security per-

sonnel in neighbouring
Dantewada district.

Chhattisgrah Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai expressed condo-
lences over the death of
the security personnel
and called the incident
“extremely painful”.

“My condolences are
with the families of the
martyrs. | pray to God
for peace to the souls
of the martyred soldiers
and to provide strength
to the bereaved fami-
lies,” he said.

“The Naxalites are
frustrated with the
ongoing Naxal eradica-
tion campaign in Bastar
and are perpetrating
such cowardly acts out
of frustration. The mar-

tyrdom of the soldiers
will not go in vain, our
fight to end Naxalism
will continue strongly,”
he added.

Chhattisgarh Assem-
bly Speaker and former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh reacted to the inci-
dent and said, “When-
ever big operations are
conducted against them,
these Naxalites resort
to cowardly attacks. |
express my condolenc-
es to the families of the
soldiers who lost their
lives in this attack. The
significant steps being
taken by the Chhattis-
garh government and
the central government
will continue to move
forward.”

In a latest update, an
NIA team will soon visit
Bijapur, according to
sources. The team will
be sent from the Raipur
NIA branch. The NIA
forensic team will also
be present.

This comes a day
after five Naxalites were
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar.
The gunfight broke out
on Saturday evening
(January 4) at a forest in
south Abujhmaad along
the border of Narayan-
pur and Dantewada dis-
tricts when a joint team
of security personnel
was out on an anti-Nax-
alite operation.
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Biden says Americans shouldn’t forget Capitol
attack—hut that there won't he a repeat this time

Biden spent much of 2024 warning voters that Trump was a serious threat to

WASHINGTON, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): President Joe Biden
is decrying what he calls an
“unrelenting effort” to down-
play a mob of Donald Trump
supporters overrunning the
US Capitol in an attempt to
block certification of the 2020
election — seeking to contrast
that day’s chaos with what he
promises will be an orderly
transition returning Trump to
power for a second term.

In an opinion piece published
in The Washington Post,
Biden recalled Jan. 6, 2021,
writing that “violent insurrec-
tionists attacked the Capitol.”
“We should be proud that our
democracy withstood this
assault,” Biden wrote. “And we
should be glad we will not see
such a shameful attack again
this year.” Congress will con-
vene amid snow in Washington
on Monday to certify Trump’s
victory in November’s election
— in a session presided over
by the candidate he defeated,
Vice President Kamala Harris.
No violence, or even proce-
dural objections, are expected
this time, marking areturnto a
US tradition that launches the
peaceful transfer of presiden-
tial power.

That’s despite Trump con-
tinuing to deny that he lost to

nation’s democracy

Biden in 2020, already musing
publicly about staying beyond
the Constitution’s two-term
White House limit, and prom-
ising to pardon some of the
more than 1,250 people who
have pleaded guilty or were
convicted of crimes for the
Capitol siege.

In his opinion piece, Biden
says of the certification process,
“After what we all witnessed on
Jan. 6, 2021, we know we can
never again take it for granted.”
He doesn’t mention Trump
directly but says “an unrelent-
ing effort has been underway
to rewrite — even erase — the
history of that day.” “To tell us

we didn’t see what we all saw
with our own eyes,” Biden wrote.
“We cannot allow the truth to be
lost.” He vowed that the “elec-
tion will be certified peacefully. |
have invited the incoming presi-
dent to the White House on the
morning of Jan. 20, and | will be
present for his inauguration that
afternoon,” even though Trump
skipped Biden’s inauguration in
2021.

“But on this day, we cannot
forget,” Biden added. “We
should commit to remember-
ing Jan 6, 2021, every year. To
remember it as a day when our
democracy was put to the test
and prevailed. To remember that

democracy — even in America
— is never guaranteed.”

The published piece followed
Biden telling reporters at the
White House that the history of
what occurred on Jan. 6, 2021,
“should not be rewritten” and
adding, “l don’t think it should
be forgotten.” Biden spent
much of 2024 warning voters
that Trump was a serious threat
to the nation’s democracy. And
this past week, the president
awarded the Presidential Citi-
zens Medal to Liz Cheney and
Bennie Thompson, leaders of
the congressional investigation
into the Capitol riot.

As he did with his opinion
piece, Biden used comments
to reporters to stress that his
administration is overseeing a
peaceful handover of power —
unlike the last one.

"I've reached out to make
sure the smooth transition,”
Biden said of Trump’s incom-
ing administration. “We’ve got
to get back to basic, normal
transfer of power.” When asked
if he still viewed his soon-to-be
successor in the White House
as a threat to democracy, Biden
responded, “I think what he did
was a genuine threat to democ-
racy. I'm hopeful we’re beyond
that now.”

South Korea’s military
says North Korea fired
missile into eastern sea

SEOUL DC, Jan
6 (Agencies): North
Korea on Monday fired
a ballistic missile that
flew 1,100 kilometers
(685 miles) before
landing in waters
between the Korean
Peninsula and Japan,
South Korea’s military
said, extending its
heightened weapons
testing activities into
2025 weeks before
Donald Trump returns
as US president.

The South’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said
the missile was fired
from an area near the
North Korean capital
of Pyongyang and that
the launch prepara-
tions were detected in
advance by the US and
South Korean militar-
ies. It denounced the
launch as a provoca-
tion that poses a seri-
ous threat to peace
and stability on the
Korean Peninsula.

The joint chiefs
said the military was
strengthening its sur-
veillance and defense
posture in preparation

for possible additional
launches and shar-
ing information on the
missile with the United
States and Japan.

The launch came as
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken was
visiting Seoul for talks
with South Korean allies
over the North Korean
nuclear threat and other
issues.

Blinken’s visit comes
amid political turmoil
in South Korea follow-
ing President Yoon
Suk Yeol's short-lived
martial law decree and
subsequent impeach-
ment by parliament last
month, which experts
say puts the country at
a disadvantage in get-
ting a steady footing
with Trump ahead of
his return to the White
House.

In a year-end politi-
cal conference, North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un vowed to implement
the “toughest” anti-U.S.
policy and criticized the
Biden administration’s
efforts to strengthen
security cooperation

with Seoul and Tokyo,
which he described as a
“nuclear military bloc for
aggression.” North
Korean state media
did not specify Kim’s
policy plans or mention
any specific comments
about Trump. During his
first term, Trump met
Kim three times for talks
on the North’s nuclear
program.

Many experts, howev-
er, say a quick resump-
tion of Kim-Trump
summitry is unlikely as
Trump would first focus
on conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East.
North Korea’s support
for Russia’s war against
Ukraine also poses
a challenge to efforts
to revive diplomacy,
experts say.

Before his presidency
faltered over the ill-con-
ceived power grab, Yoon
worked closely with U.S.
President Joe Biden to
expand joint military
exercises, update nucle-
ar deterrence strategies
and strengthen trilateral
security cooperation
with Tokyo.

Death toll from the German

 ‘Detain President Yoon’, South Korea anti-graft
Christmas market attack

agency asks police to execute warrant

rises to 6

BERLIN, Jan 6
(Agencies): The death
toll in the attack on a
Christmas market in
the German city of Mag-
deburg last month has
risen to six as a woman
succumbed to her inju-
ries, prosecutors said
Monday.

Prosecutors in Naum-
burg said the 52-year-
old woman died in a
hospital, German news
agency dpa reported.
Authorities have said
that the others who died
were four women aged
45, 52, 67 and 75, and
a 9-year-old boy.

More than 200 people
were injured in the Dec.

20 attack.

Authorities have iden-
tified the suspect, who
was arrested immedi-
ately after he drove a
rented car through the
crowded market early
on a Friday evening,
as a Saudi doctor who
arrived in Germany in
2006 and had received

permanent residency.
They have said he
doesn’t fit the usual
profile of perpetrators of
extremist attacks. The
man described himself
as an ex-Muslim who
was highly critical of
Islam, and on social
media expressed sup-
port for the far-right.

SEOUL, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): South Korea’s
anti-corruption agency
said on Monday that
it had asked police to
take over the execution
of an arrest warrant for
impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol.

The request comes
after a failed attempt to
execute an arrest war-
rant on Friday following
a tense stand-off with
presidential guards who
formed a human chain
to block access by the
investigators.

A joint team of investi-
gators from the Corrup-
tion Investigation Office
for High-ranking Offi-
cials (ClIO) and police
are probing allegations
that Yoon mastermind-
ed insurrection with his

Bangladesh court issues second arrest
warrant for ex-PM Sheikh Hasina

DHAKA, Jan 6 (Agen-
cies): A court in Ban-
gladesh has issued a
second arrest warrant
for former Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina on
charges of enforced
disappearances during
her rule, the chief pros-
ecutor said on Monday.
Dhaka has already
issued an arrest war-
rant for Ms Hasina
on charges of crimes
against humanity.

According to Tajul
Islam, chief prosecutor
of the domestic Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal
(ICT), a new warrant
has been issued for
Sheikh Hasina and 11
others, including her
military adviser, military
personnel, and other
law enforcement offi-
cials.

He said that the court
wanted to go ahead
with the trial, and said,
“We want to ensure the
trial concludes as soon
as possible, but that
doesn’t mean we will
break the law or impose
a verdict without due
process.”

Over 500 people were

allegedly abducted
by Bangladeshi secu-
rity personnel during
her reign, with some
detained in secret facili-
ties for years.

Victims have begun
coming forward since
Hasina’s ouster with
harrowing accounts of
their ordeals, according
to a report by agency.

The 77-year-old
Hasina fled to India
on August 5 after her
regime was toppled by
a student-led revolu-
tion. In December, Ban-
gladesh asked India
to send her back to
face trial, a demand to
which Delhi declined to
respond.

Dozens of her allies
have been taken into
custody since her gov-
ernment collapsed,
accused of involvement
in a police crackdown
that killed more than
700 people during the
unrest that led to her
ouster after 15 years of
iron-fisted rule.

First Arrest Warrant
For Sheikh Hasina

In October 2024, a
special court in Bangla-

desh issued arrest war-
rants for Ms Hasina and
45 others, on charges of
crimes against human-
ity during a student-led
uprising in July and
August that forced her
to flee the country.

Prosecutors said in
the petitions that Ms
Hasina, her close aides
and security agencies
were responsible for
killing the protesters
and others during violent
demonstrations over
government job quotas
in which hundreds of
people died.

The tribunal’s chief
prosecutor, Muhammad
Tajul Islam, earlier said

WVa¥a.
they would seek help
from Interpol, if neces-
sary, to get Hasina back.

The Mohammad
Yunus-led interim gov-
ernment has promised
to try Ms Hasina and
others in her administra-
tion for alleged crimes
involving the uprising
against her and has
invited the United
Nations to help investi-
gate the killings.

Ms Hasina also called
for an investigation
as she questioned the
killings, saying many
deaths may have
involved others beyond
security agencies.

short-lived imposition of
martial law.

The CIO sent a notice
to police to request the
takeover, the anti-cor-
ruption agency said in a
statement to reporters.

The move comes
amid frustration among
Yoon’s critics towards
the CIO for failing up

to now to execute the
arrest warrant, which is
due to expire at midnight
on Monday (1500 GMT).

A police official told the
Yonhap news agency
that they were “review-
ing the law internally”
following the request
from the CIO.

Yoon’s lawyers have

argued that the anti-
graft force leading his
criminal investigation
has no authority under
South Korean law to
investigate any case
involving insurrection
accusations.

The Seoul Western
District Court on Sunday
dismissed the injunc-
tion filed by Yoon’s
legal team seeking to
invalidate the warrants
to arrest the president
and search his official
residence, according to
Yonhap.

Amid the ongoing polit-
ical tensions, US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken is visiting South
Korea this week where
he is due to meet senior
government officials to
reaffirm the alliance with

Seoul, according to the
US State Department.

His visit comes after
Yoon'’s short-lived dec-
laration of martial law
last month sent South
Korea into political
chaos, drawing rare
rebuke from officials in
Washington.

The CIO is an indepen-
dent agency launched in
January 2021 to inves-
tigate high-ranking offi-
cials including the pres-
ident and their family
members, but it does not
have authority to pros-
ecute a president.

Instead it is by law
required to refer the
case to the prosecutors’
office to take any action
including indictment
once the questioning is
over.

Shooting attack on a bus carrying Israelis
in the occupied Wes

TEL AVIV, Jan 6
(Agencies): A shooting
attack on a bus carry-
ing Israelis in the occu-
pied West Bank killed at
least three people and
wounded seven others
on Monday, Israeli
medics said.

Israel's Magen David
Adom rescue service
said those killed includ-
ed two women in their
60s and a man in his
40s.

Violence has surged
in the West Bank since
Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023
attack out of Gaza
ignited the ongoing war
there.

The attack occurred in
the Palestinian village
of Al-Fundug, on one
of the main east-west
roads crossing the ter-
ritory. The identities of
the attackers and those
killed were not immedi-
ately known. The mili-
tary said it was looking
for the attackers, who
fled.

Palestinians have
carried out scores of
shooting, stabbing and
car-ramming attacks
against Israelis in
recent years. Israel has

launched near-nightly
military raids across the
territory that frequently
trigger gunbattle with
militants.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry says at least
835 Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli fire
in the West Bank since
the start of the war in
Gaza.

Israel captured the
West Bank, Gaza and
east Jerusalem in the
1967 Mideast war, and
the Palestinians want all
three territories for their
future state.

Some 3 million Pales-
tinians live in the West
Bank under seemingly
open-ended Israeli mili-
tary rule, with the inter-
nationally recognized
Palestinian Authority

.
administering popula-
tion centers. Over
500,000 Israeli settlers
live in scores of settle-
ments, which most of
the international com-
munity considers illegal.
Meanwhile, the war
in Gaza is raging with
no end in sight, though
there has reportedly
been recent progress
in long-running talks
aimed at a ceasefire
and hostage release.
The war began when
Hamas-led militants
stormed across the
border in a massive
surprise attack nearly
15 months ago, killing
some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and
abducting around 250.
Some 100 hostages
are still inside Gaza, at

3

least a third of whom are
believed to be dead.

Israel’s air and ground
offensive has killed over
45,800 Palestinians in
Gaza, according to local
health authorities, who
say women and children
make up more than half
of those killed. They do
not say how many of
the dead were militants.
The Israeli military says
it has killed over 17,000
fighters, without provid-
ing evidence.

The war has destroyed
vast areas of Gaza and
displaced 90% of the
territory’s population of
2.3 million, often mul-
tiple times. Hundreds of
thousands are endur-
ing a cold, rainy winter
in tent camps along the
windy coast. At least
seven infants have died
of hypothermia because
of the harsh conditions,
according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry.

Aid groups say Israeli
restrictions, ongoing
fighting and the break-
down of law and order
in many areas make it
difficult to provide des-
perately needed food
and other assistance.
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Smile Foundation organizes marriage ceremony

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jan 6 : In
a heartwarming event
that underscored the
spirit of generosity and
community, Smile Foun-
dation organized a mass
marriage ceremony for
50 orphan girls at the
Marriage Hall in Bar-
barshah, Srinagar. The
Nikkah ceremony was
conducted in the pres-
ence of esteemed digni-
taries, family members,
and well-wishers, creat-
ing a memorable day for
the newlyweds.

The occasion was
graced by MLA Habba
Kadal, Shamima Fir

dous, who attended as
the Chief Guest. Promi-
nent social worker Syed
Aijaz Kashani, noted
public figure Umer Wani,
youth leader Manzur
Ahmad Bhat, and
Regional Director

IGNOU Kashmir, Sajad
Rezvi, were among the
distinguished guests
who lent their presence
to the noble initiative.

Addressing the gath-
ering, MLA Shamima
Firdous lauded the
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efforts of Smile Foun-
dation in supporting
underprivileged families
and emphasized the
importance of collective
responsibility towards
society. Social worker
Syed Aijaz Kashani and
Mr. Umer Wani deliv-
ered heartfelt speeches,
praising the initiative for
its impactful contribution
to the community.

The ceremony was a
celebration of compas-
sion, with Smile Foun-
dation’s Chairman,
Sajad Ahmad Sholla,
expressing gratitude
to all stakeholders for
their support in making

the event a success.
Masrat, President of
Smile Foundation,
extended her thanks to
the entire Smile Founda-
tion team and the con-
tributors who played a
role in turning this vision
into reality. Hussain Zal-
pori hosted the event,
Fayaz Ahmad from
Noor ul en trust, Mustaq
Ahmed from Al madina
trust Aslam Sheikh of
Noor ul Falah Founda-
tion, Waqgar Ahmad from
NGO We the Kash-
mir Foundation, Social
worker Arif Qureshi from
Rajasthan,and other
media personalities
graced the occasion.

Army organizes Youth Development
Program for girl student at Thanamang
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Surya Kiran 18th Edition

underway in Nepal

group, Darhal Block.
The vote of thanks was
delivered by Sarpanch

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Jan 6: The
army has inaugurated
a Youth Development
Program in the village
of Thanamang, Rajouri,
which will offer classes
on personality develop-
ment, English speaking,
and general knowledge
to empower girl students
and help them inculcate
requisite soft skills. This
initiative is part of the
Indian Army’s Operation
Sadbhavana, in collabo-
ration with Shri Shri Ravi
Shankar Institute’s Art of
Living.

The training focuses on
enhancing public speak-
ing skills and further moti-
vating the students to take
up competitive exams. It
aims to lay the foundation
for nationalism and patri-
otism, encouraging them
to enter the mainstream
education system across
the country and fulfill their
dreams of becoming suc-
cessful individuals in their
desired careers.

The inauguration was
attended by local sar-
panches and teachers
from the Darhal Block.
The guest of honor was
Capt. Abdul Kabir (Retd),
President of the ESM

Zakir Malik, who appre-
ciated the Indian Army’s
initiative in empowering
the girls of Darhal and
motivated them to excel
in their desired fields.

Officials from the local
civil administration were
also invited. The event
highlighted the Indian
Army’s commitment to
supporting sustainable
development and foster-
ing self-reliance.

“This program will
enable individuals to
achieve financial inde-
pendence and contribute
positively to their families
and the community.”

The training program,
which will run for a month,
will equip participants with
practical skills in tailoring
and stitching, opening
up new opportunities for
income generation and
employment. The Indian
Army continues to priori-
tize community welfare
and social upliftment
through such initiatives.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: The
18th Indo-Nepal Joint
Exercise, Surya Kiran,
is underway in Nepal,
showcasing the strong
partnership between
the Indian and Nepal-
ese armies. It serves as
a platform to exchange
best practices and
sharpen skills, with a
focus on counterterror-
ism and challenging ter-
rain operations.

Troops engage in
rigorous combat drills,
including jungle sur-
vival, combat first aid,
ambush tactics, and
heliborne operations,
enhancing their ability
to respond

swiftly to threats.
Urban warfare train-
ing, with close-quarter
combat and room-clear-
ing techniques, pre-
pares them for modern
battlefields.

Fitness and resilience
are prioritised through
team sports and yoga
sessions, fostering
camaraderie and mental
focus. Lane training
simulates real-world
scenarios to test tacti-
cal decision-making and
endurance.

Surya Kiran 18th Edi-
tion symbolises military
expertise and the endur-
ing bond between the
Indian and Nepalese
forces, united in their
mission for peace and
cooperation.

Jashn-e-Dhamaka cultural program
participants honoured with Himalayan
Superstar title award

Top News Report

JAMMU /KANGRA,
Jan 6: Like every year,
this year also a cultural
program was organized
on Jashn-e-Dhamaka
New Year under the
banner of Aapna Kangra
Entertainment, in which
artists from Himachal
Pradesh and outside
showed their talent and
mesmerized the audi-
ence.

On this occasion,
the winners of Talent
Ka Mahasangram
2024 were honored by
Sumit Gupta, Presi-
dent of Aapna Kangra
Entertainment Sanstha
by giving Himalayan
Superstar title award.

The program was
organized at Yatri
Sadan.

Chief guest Virendra
Chaudhary, special
guest Sanjeev Patial,
Narendra Trehan inau

gurated the program
by lighting the lamp. Col-
orful presentations were
given in the program, in
which mainly Indian cul-
ture was presented by
Aditi Aparajita and Uma
Sharma through chant-
ing mantras.

On this occasion,
beautiful tableaux of Luv
Kush and Ram Laxman
were also taken out.
On this occasion, the
brand ambassador of
the organization Prakriti
Kaundal was present in
the main event, while
state brand promoter
RB Soni, Vednshi Kaul,
Preji Sharma, District
Bilaspur’s brand pro-
moter Riya Sharma,
Bhavarna Block’s brand
promoter Sania Thakur,
Kolkata State’s brand
promoter Srijani Das
were specially present.

On this occasion, Him-
achal Pradesh’s number
one tableau artist Tinku

Bihaan and Deshraj
Rana were honored.

On this occasion,
young poet Rajiv Dogra,
Miss India Rashin
Sharma, Republic India
Rushal Big, Haryana
Sahil Khan, producer
director Eklavya Sen,
famous Himachali folk
singer Saurabh Sharma,
singer Akanksha Mehra,
Anjali Model and many
other dignitaries were
present.

Social worker Pankaj
Kumar alias Panku also
contributed significantly
in making the program
successful. All the
guests who came also
enjoyed Kangri Dham.

On this occasion,
famous anchors of Him-
achal Pradesh, Vijay
Kumar, Sudesh Sahotra,
Chandra Bhardwaj,
Aseem, Sandeep
Chaudhary kept the
program alive with their
magical words.

Dr Karnail Singh former Commandant BSF
join NCin presence of Farooq Abdullah

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6:
Former Commandant
BSF Dr. Karnail Singh
joined National Con-
ference in presence of
the party President Dr
Farooq Abdullah.

Welcoming Dr. Karnail
Singh into the party
fold, Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah described National
Conference as a mass
movement that has all
along stood for the just
cause of the people of
Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh and strived for
development and prog-
ress of each region with
a sense of commitment.

Dr Abdullah hoped that
with the joining of Dr.
Karnail Singh the party
will be further strength-
ened at the grass roots

level.

“A strong National
Conference is a key
to steer Jammu and
Kashmir to peace, prog-
ress and development
besides meeting the
challenges confronted
to the region”, he added.

Dr. Karnail Singh
pledged to carry forward
the mission of National
Conference in trans-
forming Jammu and
Kashmir into a peaceful

and progressive area
with devotion and dedi-
cation.

Those who joined
the party fold include:
Madan Lal, Smt Kam-
lesh along with a
number of supporters.

Among those who
were present on this
occasion: Dr. Sheikh
Mustafa Kamaal Addi-
tional General Secre-
tary, Israr Khan and
others.

IGNOU launches Post
Graduate Diploma programme
in Waste Management

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6:
IGNOU has launched
Post Graduate Diplo-
ma programme in
Waste Management
(PGDWAM) from the
January 2025 admis-
sion cycle through ODL
mode. The progamme
covers the important
components of Waste
Management with
focus on Environmental
management, Environ-
mental issues, Social
Systems, Health and

Waste Management,
Entrepreneurship in
Waste Management,
and Environmental
Health and Ecotoxicol-
ogy. Candidates who
have completed their
graduation in any disci-
pline from a recognized
University can apply for
the programme.

“The programme
started with the objec-
tive of sensitizing the
learners about the
problem of waste gen-
eration and its impact
on the environment and
human health and it
aims to familiarise the
students with existing
legislation, knowledge,
and practices regarding
waste management in
India”, said Dr. Sandeep
Gupta, Regional Direc-
tor.

Godrej Agrovet launches pride hog feed
range to boost pig health and immunity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Godrej
Agrovet Limited (Godrej
Agrovet), a leading diver-
sified agri-business com-
pany, today announced
the launch of Godrej
Pride Hog, a scientifi-
cally developed pig feed
range designed to pro-
vide optimal nutrition at
each stage of a pig’s life-
cycle. The range includes
Starter, Grower, and Fin-
isher variants, ensuring
balanced nutrition for
better health, immunity,
and growth.

As part of the launch,
Godrej Agrovet organized
a roundtable discussion in
Guwahati to address pre-
ventive measures against
African Swine Fever
(ASF) and best practices
for pig farm management.
The event saw participa-
tion from industry experts,
including Dr. Purnananda
Konwar, General Man-
ager, Assam Livestock
and Poultry Corporation
Ltd and Capt. (Dr.) A.Y.
Rajendra, CEO, Animal
Feed Business, Godrej
Agrovet.

Commenting on the
launch, Balram Singh
Yadav, Managing Direc-
tor, Godrej Agrovet said,
“With half of the country’s
~9-million pig popula-
tion located in the North
East, pig farming is a vital
source of livelihood for
small and marginal farm-
ers. In line with our com-
mitment to uplift farming

families, Pride Hog offers
a high-quality, research-
backed feed solution that
enhances pig health,
boosts immunity, and
maximizes growth poten-
tial. We are confident it
will contribute to improv-
ing farmer profitability and
productivity.”

Since its first detection
in 2020, ASF has posed
significant challenges for
pig farmers in the North
East. This highly conta-
gious viral disease affects
domestic and wild pigs,
causing severe economic
consequences due to its
high mortality rate.

Dr. Purnananda Konwarr,
General Manager, Assam
Livestock and Poultry
Corporation Ltd, noted, “
The North East’s vulner-
ability to ASF outbreaks
highlights the urgent need
for preventive measures
and modernized pig farm-
ing practices. Initiatives
like the National Livestock
Mission are helping farm-
ers and businesses adopt
scientific approaches to
build resilience in the
sector.”

In the absence of a
vaccine, effective man-
agement of ASF relies
on preventive measures
such as strict biosecurity
protocols, controlled pig
movement, quarantine
periods, and maintaining
proper hygiene. Addition-
ally, providing high-quality
feed to enhance immunity
is crucial for mitigating the

disease’s impact.

Speaking on the nutri-
tional benefits of Pride
Hog, Capt. (Dr.) A.Y.
Rajendra, CEO - Animal
Feed Business, Godrej
Agrovet, said, “Pride
Hog is more than just
feed—it is a comprehen-
sive nutritional solution
designed to meet the
unique needs of pigs at
every growth stage. From
preventing piglet mortality
and diarrhoea to enhanc-
ing immunity, our feed
ensures faster growth and
overall health.”

The Pride Hog range
includes Pride Hog Start-
er: For piglets (2 weeks to
2 months); 20g—1kg/day;
Pride Hog Grower: For
pigs (2—4 months); 1.2—
2.6kg/day; Pride Hog Fin-
isher: For pigs (4 months
to trading); 2.8-3.5kg/day.
This stage-wise approach
ensures optimal nutrition
and resilience throughout
a pig’s lifecycle.

Godrej Agrovet’'s Animal
Feed Business emphasiz-
es preventive healthcare
through biosecurity mea-
sures such as restricted
farm access, equipment
disinfection, pig isola-
tion, and hygiene main-
tenance. The launch of
Pride Hog underscores
the company’s commit-
ment to empowering
farmers with sustainable,
science-driven solutions
that improve livestock
health and farmer pro-
ductivity.

FROM PAGE 3

~ PM Modi inaugurates
Jammu railway division,
calls it ‘monumental
step’

Railway Division would not only benefit
the people of Jammu and Kashmir but
also extend its advantages to Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, and Ladakh.

PM Modi described the inauguration as a
symbol of India’s collective progress under
the vision of “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,”
filling colors in the dream of ‘Vikshit Bharat’
(Developed India).

“To achieve Vikshit Bharat, it is essen-
tial to develop Indian Railways,” he said,
adding that the past decade has witnessed
a transformational change in railway infra-
structure modernization, enhanced con-
nectivity, and improved facilities for pas-
sengers.

He stated that the government has laid
more than 30,000 kilometers of new rail-
way tracks in the last 10 years, nearing
100% electrification, compared to just 35%
in 2014. Additionally, he noted that the
country has eliminated all manual cross-
ings on broad-gauge tracks.

“Today is a big day for new-age con-
nectivity. It shows that the entire nation
is moving forward together,” PM Modi
remarked.

The Prime Minister stressed that new
railway divisions, terminals, and modern-
ized stations are creating unprecedented
opportunities for trade, business, and
employment.

“The development of railways is creating
lakhs of job opportunities. In the last 10
years, lakhs of youth have been employed
in the railways, and initiatives like Gati
Shakti University will further enhance the
workforce’s skillset,” he said.

Referring to the strides in high-speed train
services, PM Modi noted that more than 50
Vande Bharat trains are now operational,
connecting long distances in shorter times
and setting a benchmark for modern Indian
trains.

“The time is not far when bullet trains will
traverse across the country, making railway
journeys memorable,” he added.

The Prime Minister also lauded India’s
expanding metro network, which has grown
from just 5 cities in 2005 to 21 cities today,
with over 1,000 kilometers of operational
tracks.

Stressing the importance of indigenous

development, PM Modi said, “Under the
‘Made in India’ initiative, railway stations
are being modernized, and high-speed
train corridors are being developed. This
will ensure India leads from the front in
connectivity and infrastructure.”

He reiterated the government’s commit-
ment to making Indian Railways the back-
bone of a developed and self-reliant India,
saying, “This is not just about connectivity
but also about fulfilling aspirations and cre-
ating a better future for millions.”

PM Modi led Govt
making dreams come
true: LG Sinha

another landmark achievement.”

LG Sinha expressed gratitude to PM Modi
and the Union Railway Minister for paying
special attention to Jammu and Kashmir.

“Vande Bharat trains are guiding the
journey of people and are all set to reach
Kashmir. Jammu will become one the best
railway stations in the world and a lot more
is in the offing,” he added.

link, Says GM Omar
Abdullah

The inauguration also marked the con-
nection of the Srinagar-Katra rail line,
which is set to revolutionize travel in the
region. Omar said that this connectivity
would resolve long-standing challenges,
such as disruptions in winter flights and
exorbitant airfare.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, Union
Minister of State Dr. Jitendra Singh, Leader
of the Opposition Sunil Sharma, and other
dignitaries joined the event. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated the
division.

Heavy snowfall in JaK
higher reaches, Moder-
ate snow, Rain in plains

the administrative and traffic advisory.”

Srinagar recorded minus 0.5, Gulmarg
minus 4.5 and Pahalgam minus 1.4 as the
minimum temperature.

Jammu city had 9.3, Katra town 9.2,
Batote 2.8, Banihal 2.3 and Bhaderwah
3.6 as the night’s lowest temperature.

The 40-day-long period of extreme winter

cold started on December 21 and will end
on January 30.

At present, all water bodies, including
lakes, springs, ponds, streams and wells,
are partially frozen.

Doctors have advised people to exercise
caution and not to expose themselves to
long periods of cold. People of high-risk
age groups, including children and elderly
people, have been, especially, advised to
avoid long exposure to cold. Hypothermia
combined with respiratory tract infection
is the main cause of myocardial infarction
leading to heart attack and heart failure
globally.

Fresh snowfall has brought cheer to
scores of tourists presently enjoying their
holiday in Gulmarg and other hill stations.
All hotels in Gulmarg, Pahalgam and most
in Srinagar city are completely sold out
these days.

19 injured in stray dog
attack in Budgam, one
referred to Srinagar
hospital

the All India Judges Association case.
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Modi resumed J&K rail extension work after gap of
90 years: Ilr.litemlra

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6 : A new chap-
ter was etched in the history of
Jammu and Kashmir and Indian
Railways today as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi inaugurated
the New Jammu Railway Divi-
sion virtually.

At the landmark event, Union
Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that the first train had
arrived at the Jammu Railway
Station but for as long as 50
years after that, there was no
further progress and we had to
wait for over half a century for
Narendra Modi to take over as
the Prime Minister and resume
the rail extension work in J& K
after a gap of 50 years. He said
, some day the question would
be posed why the successive
governments during these long
years did no give priority to this
sector in J&K or were there cer-
tain elements not in support of
Kashmir valley getting connect-
ed to the rest of India by railway
and thus becoming a part of the
national mainstream.

Dr Jitendra Singh highlighted
the transformative rail infra-
structure projects underway in
the region, underscoring their
role in connecting Jammu and
Kashmir with the national main-
stream and catalyzing econom-
ic and social progress.

Speaking at the ceremony, Dr.

Jitendra Singh remarked, “The
establishment of this railway
division is not merely a logisti-
cal milestone but a reaffirmation
of our commitment to integrate
Jammu and Kashmir with India’s
economic growth trajectory.”
He recalled the challenges and
delays that had plagued the
region’s rail connectivity in the
past but noted how recent years
have withessed unprecedented
advancements.

A key highlight was the Min-
ister’s reference to the world’s
highest railway bridge, stand-
ing taller than the Eiffel Tower,
which now symbolizes the tech-
nological and infrastructural
might of Indian Railways. “What
was once deemed impossible is
now a reality. This bridge stands
as a testament to India’s engi-
neering prowess and commit-

ment to progress,” he stated.
The New Jammu Railway
Division will serve as a critical
junction, facilitating faster pas-
senger and freight movement
while boosting the local econ-
omy. In addition, Dr. Jitendra
Singh emphasized the broader
expansion of rail connectivity
in Jammu and Kashmir, includ-
ing the introduction of Vande
Bharat trains and strategically
located stoppages to cater to
public demand. He also shared
plans for upcoming initiatives,
such as making smaller stations
like Sangaldan vital junctions,
thereby enabling seamless con-
nectivity even in remote areas.
The Union Minister lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision for rail and road infra-
structure in Jammu and Kash-
mir, which has transformed the

region into one of North India’s
best-connected destinations.
“Whether by road, rail, or air,
Jammu is now a hub of con-
nectivity, set to unlock immense
opportunities in tourism, trade,
and employment,” Dr. Jitendra
Singh added.

Reflecting on the project’s sig-
nificance, the Minister appealed
to the public to embrace this
new era of connectivity, urging
everyone to envision a brighter
future for the next generation.
He concluded with optimism,
stating that the new railway divi-
sion is not just an infrastructural
achievement but a step toward
fostering unity and development
across the region.

With these advancements,
the rail network in Jammu and
Kashmir is poised to become
a game-changer, bridging dis-
tances, fostering inclusivity, and
contributing to India’s collective
progress. As trains begin to tra-
verse these newly developed
tracks, the dreams of a more
connected, prosperous Jammu
and Kashmir edge closer to
reality.

The inauguration marked a
pivotal moment in the govern-
ment’s effort to integrate the
region further into the nation’s
fold, setting the stage for
unprecedented growth and
prosperity.

Veterans meet held at
Kadlal Vlllage

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: The
Indian Army entered the
New Year on an uplift-
ing note by hosting a
veterans meet today
under the aegis of Tiger
Division, wherein GOC,
Tiger Division honored
the brave soldiers and
their families who have
served the nation with
valour and dedication.
The event was graced
by the presence of
India’s highest wartime
gallantry award recipi-
ent, Subedar Major
& Honorary Captain
Bana Singh, Param Vir
Chakra.

During this event, the
General Officer Com-
manding, interacted
with and felicitated the
gallantry awardees for
their exemplary service
to the nation and also
honored the Veer Nari’s
and Veer Mata’s, paying
tribute to their unwaver-
ing courage & sacrifices
and recognising their
immense strength and
resilience.

The event withessed
a significant turnout
of veterans, showcas-
ing the enduring bond
between the army and
its veterans.

The General Officer
Commanding engaged

in meaningful conversa-
tion with the veterans,
listening to their experi-
ences and addressing
their concerns.

The event not only
cerebrated the indomi-
table spirit of the veter-
ans but also reinforced
the army’s commitment
towards supporting and
standing by its veterans
and their families.

The event concluded
with a renewed pledge
on the very first day
of a year to honor the
sacrifices of those who
have served and to
uphold the values of
bravery and service to
the Nation.

Rakesh Koul visits GMC
Jammu, wishes speedy
recovery for Kanav Sharma

Top News Report l‘*

JAMMU, Jan 6:
Rakesh Kumar Koul, a
prominent social activ-
ist, political analyst,
and former Sarpanch,
visited the Government
Medical College (GMC)
Jammu today to inquire
about the health and
recovery of Advocate
Kanav Sharma, a dedi-
cated youth leader of
the BJP Jammu. Kanav
Sharma was recently
injured in a tragic inci-
dent when he was shot
by miscreants.

During his visit,
Rakesh Koul expressed
deep concern over the
incident and conveyed
his heartfelt wishes
for Kanav Sharma’s
speedy recovery.

He condemned the
attack and emphasized
the need for such violent
incidents to be curbed
to ensure the safety
and peace of Jammu,
famously known as the
“City of Temples.”

Rakesh Koul also
urged law enforce-
ment authorities to take
strict and prompt action

against those involved
in this heinous act.

He called for enhanced
measures to prevent
such incidents in the
future, ensuring that
Jammu remains a safe
and harmonious place
for all its residents.

Accompanying
Rakesh Koul was
Gourav Raina, Booth
President 74 R.S. Pura
constituency Jammu
south leader. Together,

kh""

—JL-"‘# 4

/.
‘v

P

7r4v—~ é\»"ﬂ” il

they reiterated their sup-
port for Kanav Sharma
and his family during
this challenging time,
expressing solidarity
with the BJP leader’s
commitment to the wel-
fare of society.

Rakesh Koul reaf-
firmed his dedication to
upholding justice and
urged the community to
come together in con-
demning violence in all
forms.

VKMI organizes symposium on ‘Toxin accumulation,
effects, and detox1ﬁcat10n

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Vichar
Kranti Manch Interna-
tional (VKMI) held an
insightful symposium
on “Toxin Accumula-
tion and Its Excretion,”
focusing on the sources,
effects, and methods
of detoxification. Dr.
Suresh Gupta, a retired
scientist from RRL and
State Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Bhartiya Yog
Sansthan, served as
the Chief Guest, while
Prof. Virender Gupta, a
prominent social activ-
ist, presided over the
event.

Dr. Shreyansh Kumar
Jain, President of VKMI,
delivered the keynote
address, explaining
that toxins are harmful
substances that disrupt
the body’s normal func-
tions. These toxins can
originate from external
sources such as pollut-
ed air, water, and food
or internal metabolic
processes. He high-
lighted the importance
of regular detoxification
to maintain health and
prevent chronic diseas-
es. Dr. Jain emphasized
that toxins accumulate
at four levels—physi-

;'

‘

cal, mental, emotional,
and spiritual—adversely
affecting overall well-
being.

On the physical level,
toxins can stem from
processed foods, pol-
lution, and metabol-
ic waste, leading to
issues like inflamma-
tion and fatigue when
detoxifying organs are
overwhelmed. Men-
tally, toxins arise from
chronic stress and neg-
ative thoughts, causing
hormonal imbalances
and reduced cognitive
function. Emotionally,
unresolved feelings like
anger and grief mani-
fest as psychosomatic
illnesses. Spiritually,
a lack of purpose and
mindfulness results in
inner unrest and dissat-
isfaction.

Ashok Gupta, Vice
President of VKMI,

elaborated on the health
impacts of toxins, includ-
ing weakened immunity,
digestive issues, hor-
monal imbalances, neu-
rological disorders, and
inflammation contribut-
ing to chronic diseases.

The symposium
explored various
detoxification meth-
ods. Mr. Parmod Jain,
a retired SBI manager
and naturopath, dis-
cussed physical detox
techniques such as
adopting a healthy diet,
exercising, fasting, and
using hydrotherapy. Dr.
Suresh Gupta empha-
sized yogic detoxifica-
tion practices, including
Shatkarma techniques
like Jal Neti and Kapal-
abhati, asanas, and
pranayama. These
methods cleanse inter-
nal organs, balance
energy channels, and

promote holistic health.
C.M. Sharma, Gen-
eral Secretary of VKMI,
highlighted the role of
meditation and mindful-
ness in reducing mental
toxins and enhancing
spiritual clarity. He also
introduced naturopathic
approaches like colon
cleansing, mud thera-
py, juice therapy, and
hydrotherapy for detoxi-
fication. Dr. Jain shared
practical home rem-
edies, including lemon
water for liver detox,
Triphala for digestion,
and tulsi tea for respira-
tory health.
Abhinandan Jain,
Financial Advisor of
VKMI, stressed the
importance of creat-
ing a toxin-free life by
maintaining a healthy
environment, foster-
ing positive relation-
ships, and engaging in

spiritual practices like
meditation. Mrs. Anju
Bansal, senior VKMI
member and State
Head of Bhartiya Shik-
sha Board, linked the
discussion to promoting
Indian education values
as envisioned by Swami
Ramdev Ji.

In his presidential
address, Prof. Virender
Gupta underscored the
need for a balanced
lifestyle, selflessness,
and regular introspec-
tion to reduce toxins at
all levels. Social activ-
ist Narinder Wadhera
encouraged self-aware-
ness and humility as
tools for detoxification.

The symposium saw
participation from sever-
al dignitaries, including
Vinay Handoo, J.P.S.
Jamwal, H.C. Vaid,
Swaran Amla, Anju
Gupta, Sunita Mahajan,
Rajkumari Vats, and
Veena Jain.

Dr. Jain concluded
the event with a vote of
thanks, reiterating the
importance of a holistic
approach to detoxifica-
tion to enhance health,
prevent diseases, and
promote overall well-
being.

Training of Tralners Capac1ty Bulldlng of FPO’s held in J&K

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences & Technology
of Jammu and Department of
Agriculture Production & Farm-
ers Welfare, Jammu jointly
organized five days “Training of
Trainers (TOT) Capacity Build-
ing of FPO’s in J&K” in collabo-
ration with MANAGE-Hyder-
abad in the Division of Agri-
cultural Extension Education,
Faculty of Agriculture, Chatha
from 06-10, January 2025. The
capacity building programme
has been organized under
HADP-20 project entitled “Inno-
vative Extension Approaches
for Revitalizing Agriculture in
Jammu & Kashmir”.

A. S. Reen, Director Agricul-
ture, Jammu was chief guest
during the inaugural function.
In his inaugural address, A.
S. Reen, Director Agriculture,
Jammu appreciated the efforts

of Division of Agricultural Exten-
sion Education, SKUAST-Jam-
mu and Department of Agri-
culture, Jammu for organizing
capacity building programme
for the field functionaries of
Agriculture Department on
this important topic: Training of
Trainers (TOT) Capacity Build-
ing of FPO’s in J&K. so, that
trainees can efficiently utilize
the knowledge acquired during
the training programme at
ground level.

Prof. Vinod Gupta, Head Divi-

sion of Agricultural Extension
Education/Pl of the project
entitled “Innovative Extension
Approaches for Revitalizing
Agricultural in J&K” formally
welcomed all the dignitaries
and participants at the five days
capacity building programme
and advised the trainees to
interact with the Faculty of
MANAGE Hyderabad about for-
mation of FPQO’s in their respec-
tive operational areas.

Raj Kumar, Technical Offi-
cer, Directorate of Agriculture,

Jammu briefed the house about
programme schedule of the five
days training programme.

Asif Mohi-Ud-Din, Resource
Person MANAGE Hyderabad
highlighted the importance
of conducting such trainings
for the formation of FPO’s as
he said that, it is the future of
Group Farming in India for solv-
ing all problems, like marketing,
post harvest management and
farmers upbringing. While the
vote of thanks was extended
by Sahil Badgal, Young Profes-
sional, Project No. 20, Division
of Agricultural Extension Edu-
cation SKUAST-dJammu

More than 60 officers of Agri-
culture Department registered
for the capacity building pro-
gramme. The inaugural func-
tions was graced by Prof. P. S.
Slathia, Prof. Rakesh Sharma,
Prof. L. K. Sharma, Sanka Phani
Pavan Kumar and Nagamalla
Sricharan, Resource Persons
from MANAGE, Hyderabad.

Army conducts electrician cadre

for local youth at Kalal

them to contribute meaningfully to their
communities or establish employment
ventures.

This initiative is part of the Indian
Army’s continued efforts to uplift under-
privileged regions by addressing local
developmental challenges and pro-
moting socio-economic progress. By
creating opportunities for skill develop-
ment, the Indian Army aims to encour-
age self-reliance and a better future for
the youth in these remote areas. The
cadre has received an overwhelmingly
positive response from the community.

Participants expressed their gratitude
for the opportunity, highlighting the
value of the training in improving their
skills and career prospects. Electrician
toolkits were also given to the partici-
pants, and certificates will be awarded

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Jan 6: As part of Opera-
tion Sadbhavana, the Indian Army has
started an Electrician Cadre in the
village of Deeing (Kalal), Rajouri dis-
trict. This skill-development program
is aimed at equipping local youth with
essential vocational skills, enhancing
their employability, and fostering self-

reliance.

This training cadre is designed to pro-
vide participants with practical exper-
tise and modern skill development
techniques. The program will benefit
over 25-30 individuals, empowering
. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

upon completion of the cadre.

The Indian Army remains committed
to empowering the youth through such
initiatives, ensuring sustainable growth
and development for the nation’s most
underserved regions.
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Former players feel Rohit has ‘lot of
cricket’ left in him

Test captain needs to go ‘back to basics’ to revive batting form

SYDNEY, Jan 6 (Agencies):
Rohit Sharma’s form in Tests
may be a cause for serious
worry for the national selec-
tors and coaches but there is
a strong view that there is still
some cricket left in the Indian
skipper subject to his sorting
out his physical and technical
issues.

Sharma had a horrid run in
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
wherein he featured in three
of the five Test matches. He
scored 31 runs in total, with
a highest score of 10, at an
average of 6.20. The swords
are out, especially with vice-
captain Jasprit Bumrah lead-
ing India to their lone win in the
series — in the Perth Test in
which Sharma did not feature.

Both Sharma’s captaincy and
his batting have drawn criticism
with the former lacking inspira-
tion and latter being woefully
out of sorts. As he sat himself
out of the fifth and final Test
match in Sydney, the buzz
over his international cricketing
future grew louder. Is it time for
him to call it quits or should the
selectors go for a new full-time
captain in Bumrah has been
the big debating point. Team
India coach Gautam Gambhir
is unwilling to take a call yet on
the future of not just Sharma
but also Virat Kohli, the other
embattled biggie in the team.

Speaking to the media after
the loss in the fifth Test, Gamb-
hir said, “I can’t talk about the

Injured Bumrah likely to miss
majority of home white-ball

| RERMIN
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future of players, it is still up
to them but yes they still have
the hunger and passion and
both Virat and Rohit are tough
people. Hopefully, they can
continue to take Indian cricket
forward but also as we all know
whatever they plan they will do
so keeping in mind the best
interest of Indian cricket.”

He further added that “Test
cricket is all about improving
every day.”

Former Mumbai and West
Zone coach Balwinder Singh
Sandhu said that given Shar-
ma’s talent, he should have
scored more runs in Test cricket.

“| first saw Sharma in a Deod-
har Trophy match. Ravindra
Jadeja too was there in the West
Zone side. Sharma played so
coolly. | told Parthiv Patel, who
was the West Zone skipper, that

series against England

SYDNEY, Jan 6 (Agencies): Pace —

spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, who sus-
tained back spasms, is likely to be
rested for the majority of India’s home
white-ball series against England,
keeping an eye on the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy, starting from February 19.

Bumrah, who was India’s stand out
player with 32 wickets in their 1-3
thrashing at the hands of Australia in
the just-concluded Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, couldn’t bowl in the final innings
of the series here after suffering back

spasms.

The 30-year-old Bumrah who bowled
more than 150 overs in the series.

The injury has a direct link to his
excessive workload in the series, and
the BCCI medical team will try to ensure
the new Test captain is ready for the
ICC showpiece where his presence is

mandatory to India’s fortunes.

According to sources privy to the
development, the grade of Bumrah’s
back spasm has not yet been ascer-

tained.

India will open their Champions
Trophy campaign against Bangladesh

on February 20 in Dubai.

If Bumrah’s injury is in grade 1 cat-
egory, then it will take a minimum two
to three weeks of rehabilitation before

Return to Play (RTP).

In case of Grade 2 injury, the recovery
can go up to six weeks while Grade

rehabilitation programmes.

the 50-over format.

fitness.

Sharma should bat at No. 3. He
came at that position and scored
150. He played amazing shots.
So he had the potential to be a
big player from the very begin-
ning. He then got into India A,”
he said.

“He is so talented he should
have scored more runs in Test
cricket. He was more talented
than Virat Kohli but Kohli worked
hard on his game and fitness.
Kohli was more disciplined,” he
added.

Speaking about Sharma’s
technical woes, Sandhu said,
“He has been bowled out, has
been given leg before too.
Suryakumar Yadav had the
same problem and | told him his
trigger movement was an issue.
The same issue is with Sharma.
He has to work on his trigger
movement. He has to also work

on his fitness. There is a lot of
cricket left in Rohit.”

Sandhu added that Sharma
should go back to domestic
cricket to sort out his batting
woes.

Former India spinner Harbha-
jan Singh, who has been Shar-
ma'’s teammate in the past, said
that Sharma alone cannot be
blamed for the team’s downfall.

“In my eyes this is not the Rohit
Sharma we know. | think that the
selectors, coaches and players
should sit together and discuss
how 2024 was for all. It is not
about one particular player but
the entire team. The yardstick
should be same for all players
and not Sharma alone,” he said.

Singh further stressed that it
is not the player’s call to pick
and choose which series to play,
which Sharma and Kohli have
done in the past. “I don’t think
players should say they are
available for a particular series
or not, it is the selectors’ job
to pick or not pick them,” said
Singh.

Finally, Singh said that Sharma
needed to get back to the basics
to solve his batting woes. “He
needs to get back to basics. If
he is not playing domestic crick-
et he can go and play county
cricket. Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ravichandran Ashwin and even
I myself went and played county
cricket to get back among the
runs and wickets. As far as
retirement is concerned it is
entirely Sharma’s call,” he said.

3, the most severe in nature,
a minimum three months of rest and

It was always known that Bumrah will
not play T20I bilateral series as this is
not the World Cup year, but with the
Champions Trophy around the corner,
he would have certainly played two if
not three ODIs against England as its

But now, the grade of his injury will
decide whether Bumrah plays the
England series at all or at least the last
match at his home ground in Ahmed-
abad on February 12 to check on his

India will face England in five T20Is
and three ODlIs from January 22.

BENGALURU, Jan 6
(Agencies): D Gukesh
climbed dizzying
heights in the past one
month, a World Cham-
pionship triumph getting
garnished by the Major
Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna award recently,
but the chess prodigy
now wants to reset
his focus and goals to
tackle a “challenging”
2025.

Gukesh will be seenin
action in the Tata Steel
tournament in Wijk aan
Zee in Netherlands,
beginning on January
17.

The event will see par-
ticipation from frontline
players such as Anish
Giri, Arjun Erigaisi,
Fabiano Caruana and
R Praggnanandhaa
among others.

“Yeah, 2025 will offer a
very tough challenge. A
lot of new and interesting
tournaments are coming
up. The world champi-
onship was in the past.
I’'m very happy about it
and all the awards and
receptions,” Gukesh told

requires

Former India all-rounder Rishi Dhawan retires
from domestic limited-over tournaments

NEW DELHI, Jan 6 (Agencies):
Former India all-rounder Rishi
Dhawan has announced his retire-
ment from domestic limited-over
tournaments after the conclusion
of the group stage matches of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy.

Dhawan, who played three ODIs
and a T20l for India in 2016,
took the decision after Himachal
Pradesh failed to advance to the
knockout stages of the tourna-
ment.

However, the 34-year-old will
be available for selection for the
remainder of the Ranji Trophy
season, starting from January 23.

“It's with a heavy heart, even
though | have no regrets, that I'd
like to announce my retirement
from Indian cricket (Limited over).
It's a sport that has defined my life
for the past 20 years,” Dhawan

wrote in a social media post.

“This game has given me immea-
surable joy and countless memo-
ries that will always stay very close
to my heart,” he added.

Dhawan, who had led Himachal
to their only Hazare title in 2021-
22, had a middling run this year,
making 196 runs in seven matches
at an average of 39.20 with a soli-
tary fifty.

A brisk medium pacer, Dhawan
took eight wickets from seven
matches this season.

“I want to take a moment to show
my gratitude towards the opportu-
nities that were given to me by the
Board of Control of Cricket in India
(BCCI), Himachal Pradesh Crick-
et Association (HPCA), Punjab
Kings, Mumbai Indians and Kol-
kata Knight Riders.

“From humble beginnings to rep-

resenting my nation on the grand-
est stages, it has been a privilege
beyond measure.

Cricket has been my passion,
and my reason for waking up every
morning,” he wrote.

Overall, Dhawan played 134 List
A matches and scored 2906 runs,
besides taking 186 wickets.

From 135 T20s, Dhawan
amassed 1740 runs and 118 wick-
ets.

“l would like to thank all of my
coaches, mentors, teammates,
and support staff for the valuable
contributions you have made to
shaping me into the person | am
today,” he concluded his post.

In the IPL, Dhawan played for
Punjab Kings and Mumbai Indians
between 2013 and 2024 with lim-
ited success.

a select media gather-
ing during the felicitation
ceremony organised by
WestBridge Capital.

“But now, | have
started thinking about
new goals, new tourna-
ments and new ways
to prepare. The goal,
the approach will be
the same, to give my
best, to keep improv-
ing myself, and win as
many tournaments as
possible.

“So, | am looking for-
ward to a fun year with
a lot of learning, a lot
of improvements and

na: Gukesh

SYDNEY, Jan 6
(Agencies): Legendary
Sunil Gavaskar urged
Indian batters to play in
the Ranji Trophy with-
out offering any excus-
es to iron out technical
deficiencies that led to
their peril in two suc-
cessive series against
New Zealand and Aus-
tralia.

Gavaskar said it was
worrying to see the
Indian batters churn-
ing out underwhelm-
ing efforts against New
Zealand at home and
in the just-concluded
series against Australia
Down Under.

India succumbed to
the Kiwis 0-3 before
surrendering to the
Aussies 1-3.

“On January 23, there
is the next round of the
Ranji Trophy. Let’s see
how many players from
this squad play. There

hopefully a lot of good
results,” he added.

However, Gukesh will
have to carry with him
the tag of world cham-
pion and along with it
loads of expectations
and increased scrutiny.
But the 19-year-old is
prepared to stand in the
limelight.

“Yeah, | have been
used to being under the
attention for a while.
Obviously, after the
world championship,
it will be more. But the
basic things | remem-
ber are to keep improv-

33

should be no excuse for
not being able to play,”
Gavaskar said. “If you
do not play those match-
es, Gautam Gambhir will
have to take a few tough
decisions against those
who are not available
for the Ranji Trophy,”
he added.

“Gambhir should be
saying: ‘You do not have
that commitment. We
need commitment. You
are not playing. Whatev-
er you want to do, do it,
but for the Indian cricket,
you cannot return to the
Test squad.” Gavaskar
said flaws had crept
into Indian batsmen’s
approach because of
not playing domestic
cricket on available
opportunities.

“What | saw were tech-
nical deficiencies. If you
have been making the
same mistakes, and |
am not just talking about

ing myself and accept-
ing failures when they
come.

“l think, in general, |
have high expectations
of myself. So, | think my
aim is to meet my own
expectations rather than
that of others,” he said.

But has he been able
to handle all the adula-
tion that has deservingly
come his way

“I had thought that
it (winning the World
Championship) would
be somewhat similar
to the Candidates, but
obviously it's much
more. I'm grateful for all
the attention and recog-
nition.

“I guess one thing is
to manage these things
with the training. But
after the (World Cham-
pionship) match, | also
need some recovery
period. I've started train-
ing a bit. But it will be
more serious soon,” he
explained.

Five-time world cham-
pion and Gukesh’s
mentor Viswanathan
Anand said his ward’s

~ There should be no excuse for not
_ being able to play Ranji Trophy:
. Gavasakar tells senior p

layers

this series — | am talk-
ing about the New Zea-
land series as well —
what did you do against
New Zealand in India?”
Gavaskar said domestic
cricket assumed impor-
tance in view of the
upcoming 2025-2027
WTC cycle.

“And that's why now,
because the next cycle
will start in June, we
have not qualified for the
World Test Champion-
ship. From now on, we
should be ready for it. If
we have to take tough
decisions, then we will
have to take them,” he
said.

With the next WTC
cycle in focus, Gavas-
kar said India should
now focus more on
young cricketers such
as Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Nitish Kumar Reddy.
“They are hungry to
earn a name for India
and themselves. Such
players are needed. You
need such players who
will protect their wicket
like their life,” he said.

“That’'s why I'm inter-
ested that on January
23, in the Ranji Trophy
matches, who will play?
| want to see that.
Because at that time,
there will be T20 match-
es against England. But
those who are not play-
ing T20, will they play
Ranji Trophy matches
or not?” he said.

New goals for 2025 after World Championship
and Khel Rat

victory has brought the
attention firmly back to
chess.

“l think it brings back
the spotlight to chess. If
you project this forward,
it's possible that in every
single tournament there
is some Indian playing
that you can look for-
ward to watching.

“So | hope a lot of the
dots are connected.
The audience numbers
in India are very good.
Now, we have regular
broadcasts and every-
thing. So, | think it will be
a sport in the main line.

“Of course, Gukesh
will spearhead that,
especially as being the
world champion. But
now people are inter-
ested to see if there will
be Indians playing in a
tournament. So there’s
a lot of excitement at all
stages.

“And the second effect,
which is maybe even
more profound, is that
young players will be
inspired to take up the
game,” Anand said.

Harmanpreet Kaur rested as India
announce squad for Ireland ODIs

NEW DELHI, Jan 6
(Agencies): The Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) announced
a 15-member India
women’s squad for the
upcoming ODI series
against lIreland on
Monday, January 6.
Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur has been rested
from the three-match
series along with fast
bowler Renuka Singh
Thakur.

In Harmanpreet’s
absence, opening batter
Smriti Mandhana will be
seen taking up the lead-
ership duties while all-

rounder Deepti Sharma
will act as her deputy.
The three-match series
is set to begin from
January 10 with all
three matches set to be
played at Niranjan Shah
Stadium, Rajkot.

Young Opener Pratrika
Rawal has managed to
retain her place after an
impressive debut series
against West Indies. The
24-year-old scored 134
runs from three innings
at an average of 44.66.
Middle order batter Tejal
Hasabnis has also kept
her place as the team
management wants to

give a longer run to the
players in the lead up to
the World Cup later this
year. All rounder Raghvi
Bist, who'’s played just
two T20Is in her career
so far, has also been
added to the team.
Sayali Satghare has
also earned her maiden
call-up and will be eager
to get a chance in the
series. The Women in
Blue are coming into the
series fresh from a 3-0
whitewash against the
West Indies and will look
to continue their win-
ning momentum in the
upcoming series. The

Ireland series will bring
an end to India’'s home
season as they will next
travel to England in June
later this year.

India’s squad for the
three-match ODI series
against Ireland: Smriti
Mandhana (C), Deepti
Sharma (VC), Pratika
Rawal, Harleen Deol,
Jemimah Rodrigues,
Uma Chetry (wk),
Richa Ghosh (wk),
Tejal Hasabnis, Raghvi
Bist, Minnu Mani, Priya
Mishra, Tanuja Kanwer,
Titas Sadhu, Saima
Thakor, Sayali Sat-
ghare.
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KSJ, MLA Kishtwar visit GMC hospital following viral video

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: After
a video of a young girl
from Kishtwar went viral
on social media where
she accused the local
hospital authorities of
forcing her to seek treat-
ment for her mother at
a private hospital, the
Kishtwari Sangathan
Jammu (KSJ) along with
MLA Kishtwar Shagun
Parihar visited the hos-
pital and enquired about
the matter.

The girl accused the
doctors and other staff
for neglecting the treat-
ment of poor patients,
including Ayushman
card holders in Govern-
ment Medical College
(GMC) hospital.

After listening the
patient, Honourable MLA
Shagun Parihar asked
the Medical Superinten-
dent of GMC to investi-
gate the matter and take
strict action against the
erring officials.

The Kishtwari Sanga-
than Jammu (KSJ),

a local social wel-
fare organization, also
strongly condemned
the Government Medical
College hospital author-
ity for allegedly neglect-
ing the treatment of poor
patients.

The organization
claims that the hospital
is prioritizing affluent
patients and denying

quality healthcare to
those from economi-
cally weaker sections of
society.

The Sangathan in a
press release stated
that they have received
numerous complaints
from poor patients and
their families, regard-
ing inadequate medical
attention, long waiting

R

times, and exorbitant
costs for basic treat-
ments.

“Itis unacceptable that
a public healthcare facil-
ity is failing to fulfill its
primary duty of providing
affordable and acces-
sible healthcare to all.”

“The hospital admin-
istration seems more
concerned with gener-
ating revenue than with

serving the needs of the
community,” the release
said.

The Sangathan has
demanded that the
hospital authority take
immediate steps to
address the concerns
raised.

The Sangathan
demanded that hospital
authority should ensure
equal treatment and
timely medical attention
for all patients, regard-
less of their socioeco-
nomic status.

The hospital authority
should also increased
transparency and
accountability, imple-
menting measures to
enhance transparency
in hospital operations
and hold staff account-
able for any negligence
or discrimination, the
release added.

The Kishtwari Sanga-
than has threatened to
launch a public protest
if the hospital author-
ity fails to address their
concerns within a speci-
fied timeframe.

Dr. Uppal appointed as Honorary
Advisory member of NextGen
University International USA

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Dr.
Uppal has been appoint-
ed as an Honorary Advi-
sory member of Next-
Gen University Interna-
tional, USA by NextGen
University International
(NGUI), USA.

In receiving this hon-
orary position, Dr. Uppal
demonstrates deep
respect for his academic
excellence, professional
accomplishments, and
commitment to continu-
ing education.

With his position as
an esteemed member,
Dr. Uppal will be a dis-
tinguished patron of the
university in conferenc-
es, webinars, Faculty
Development Programs
(FDPs), Short-Term
Training Programs
(STTPs), hackathons,
and other academic
activities. Through
honorary doctorates

and other accolades
aligned with your pro-
fessional profile, the
university will recognize
your contributions. Your
expertise will allow you
to supervise Ph.D. and
Post-Doctoral Fellows
whose research aligns
with yours. Dr. Uppal
will play a crucial role in
admissions by promot-
ing the university and
its programs within your
professional circle. You
will be part of an institu-
tion that is an official UN
partner, contributing to a
global vision of educa-
tion and development.
Dr. Rajinder Kumar
Uppal, a distinguished
Emeritus Professor and
acclaimed academician,
currently serves as Pro-
fessor-cum-Principal at
Guru Gobind College of
Management and Tech-
nology, Gidderbaha,
Punjab, India.

Dr. Uppal’s exper-

tise extends further as
a Visiting Professor
at various institutions
including Trinity Group
of Institutions, KC Group
of Institutions, Vishisht
School of Management,
and others across India.
Dr. Uppal is recognized
internationally for his
profound contributions
to Banking and Finance,
evidenced by numerous
national and interna-
tional patents stemming
from his research.

A prolific writer and
mentor, he has authored
numerous scholarly
works and serves as
a frequent reviewer,
discussant, and ses-
sion chair for profes-
sional organizations.
His visionary leadership
and scholarly endeav-
ors continue to inspire
and shape the academic
landscape in the field of
Finance.

21 Kundiya Shri Maha Vishnu Yajna, Bhagwat

Katha to start from Jan 14

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: The grand
21 Kundiya Shri Maha
Vishnu Yajna and Bhagwat
Katha will be organized
from January 14 to 22 at
Shri Rehal Dham city, as
announced by Mahant
Ram Narayan Das Shastri
of Rehal Sant Samaj Nayas
during a press conference.
Prominent saints, including
Mahant Rajesh Bittu and
other heads of monaster-
ies, will grace the event.

The program will com-

mence with Ganesh Puja
and Jalayatra on January
14, followed by Mandap
Pravesh and Puja on Janu-
ary 15. From January 16 to
21, daily worship will take
place from 8:00 AM to 11:00
AM, and the Havan will be
conducted from 12:00 PM
to 2:30 PM. The event will
conclude on January 22
with Purnahuti.

Organized under the
blessings of Mahant Durga
Das Maharaj, the

Yajna will be held at Tirth-
vani Bhoomi Dhamnagari

Rehal Stadium (Bishnah),
with Khem Raj

Shastri as the motivation-
al Kathavyas and Tarsem

Rao appeals for completion of left over work
on road projects of Sub-Division Thathri

Top News Report

JAMMU , Jan 6: Presi-
dent Thathri Develop-
ment Front, District
Doda, Kuldeep Kumar
Rao, has appealed to
the Chief Minister, Umar
Abdullah, concerned MP
& MOS in Prime Minis-
ter office, Jatinder Singh
Rana, Dy. Chief Minister,
Surinder Kumar Chaud-
hary, MLA Bhadarwah,
Daleep Singh Parihar,
MLA Doda -52 Mehraj
Malik, to look deep into
the left over work on the
road -projects of the area
and issue directions to the
concerned to take imme-
diate necessary steps to
complete the below men-
tioned very small projects,
on priority bases, so thata
population of about 5 Teh-
sils, comprises of Tehsils,
Kahara, Thathri, Phag-
s00, Bhella & Chirrala , is
benefited giving an end
to the age-old hardships
to the people besides the
area also comes on tour-
ism maps, again benefit-
ing the whole population
of all these Tehsils.

They further said that
for achieving full advan-
tage of the Tourism
development schemes
in erstwhile Doda District
and for ensuring greater
opportunities of employ-
ment, the left-over work
on some roads needs to
be completed on priority.
They said that Kahara
-Jai road project, which
is complete up to Joura
Kalan (85% of the total
length), needs to be com-
pleted from Joura to Jai (9
kms length).

It will not only provide
employment to the poor
people of the area but
also boost tourism. It is
one of the links in the
circuit network. The 19
Kms sanctioned Thathri-
Chirra road project is
complete from its initial
point Jangalwar Nallah to
Chirra (length 14 Kms)
& the remaining 5 Kms
from Chirra to Gallu Top
be kindly constructed
immediately.

Further, if Gallu Top
is linked to Joura (2kms
only) on Kahara-Jai road,
90% link between tourist

places will be achieved.
Still further, if Joura Khurd
(road already complete)
is linked to Chirala- Pan-
shaee road by only a 5
kms stretch, which is tree
less Forest land & the cir-
cuit of roads will be com-
plete. It will greatly boost
tourism and also provide
employment to thousands
of unemployed people.

Rao has appealed to the
Chief Minister, Sh. Umar
Abdullah, concerned MP
& MOS in Prime Minister
office, Jitendra Singh
Rana, Dy. CM, Surinder
Kumar Chaudhary, MLA
Bhadarwah, Sh. Daleep
Singh Parihar & MLA
Doda -52, Mehraj Malik,
that two of the above
mentioned Joura to Jai
and Chira to Gallu Top
(sanctioned projects) be
kindly taken up immedi-
ately on priority. Kahara-
Jai road is perhaps the
longest pending project
in erstwhile Doda Dis-
trict & this fact should be
given due consideration,
without any further delay.
He has de-cried over step
motherly treatment in all
walks of life, with the poor
public of Sub-Division
Thathri at the hands of
successive state & central
governments.

He further said that the
Sub-Division Thathri, has
its own 5 Tehsils, More-
over Drabshalla Tehsil, of
District Kishtwar is only at
a distance of 4 kms from
the office of Sub-Division
Thathri, where as it is not
less than 26 kms from
District Head Quarter
Kishtwar & the Tehsil
Head Quarter of Mohalla
Tehsil of District Doda is
at a distance of 14 kms
from the office of Sub-
Division Thathri, where
as it is not less than 25
kms from District Head

Quarter Doda.

If these two Tehsils
are also included in Sub-
Division Thathri it will
be easily accessible to
the public of these two
Tehsils than Kishtwar or
Doda. Then it will be a
sub-Division of 7 Tehsil
& hence highly deserv-
ing for a District status.
The Sub-Division Thathri
also deserves separate
Assembly Constituency
& also a separate tourism
Authority as all the exist-
ing Districts & Assembly
Constituencies in the
state have hardly 2 or
3 Tehsils. But the Sub-
Division Thathri has been
in-genuinely ignored by
the successive state &
central governments, Mr.
Rao said & added that the
Sub-Division Thathri was
first divided in Bhadarwah
& Inderwal Constituen-
cies & now it is attached
with Doda Constituency
because of which the
whole Sub-Division Tha-
thri is lacking the basic
facilities. Sub-Division
Thathri is the most back-
ward and undeveloped
Sub-Division of Jammu &
Kashmir UT, whose 90%
population is situated in
villages in the rural area.

The benefits of inde-
pendence & democracy
are yet to reach this
area as it has all along
been neglected in the
past as well as present
by the successive Cen-
tral & state governments
till date. Mr. Rao, has
appealed to the Central
Government & also to
the State government to
create two new Districts
Bhadarwah & Thathri for
Justice for population
wise equality in J&K UT.

In Kashmir Division
there are Districts with
hardly two or three Tehsils
while in Jammu Division
there are Districts like
District Doda having 17
Tehsils, is notonly in gen-
uine but also ridiculous.
So it is appealed to make
number of Tehsils equal
or almost equal in every
District after reorganiza-
tion of Tehsils & the cre-
ation of New Districts is
of paramount importance.

Shastri as the Yajna Acha
rya. Mahant Rajesh Bittu
highlighted the improved
transportation facilities

to Rehal Bishnah and
urged devotees to attend
in large numbers. Adding
to the event’s cultural sig-
nificance, youth associated
with Sanatan Dharma will
perform Ram Leela.

Other dignitaries, includ-
ing Kuldeep Raj Khajuria,
Dewan Chand Khaju-
ria, Gopal Krishan, Asha
Anand, TR Fugi, and Ashok
Gupta, were present to sup-
port the event and invited
devotees to join whole-
heartedly in this spiritual
celebration.

Shiv Sena pays floral tribute to

Meenatai Thackeray

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 6: Shiv
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit today paid
its emotional homage to
Maa Saheb Meena tai
Thackeray on her 94th
birth anniversary.

In a program orga-
nized at the party’s state
central office, state chief
Manish Sahni and all the
senior leaders remem-
bered Maa Saheb
Meenatai Thackeray
and paid homage to her.

Sahni said that Shiv
Sainiks used to call

Meena Tai Thackeray,
the wife of Shiv Sena
chief venerable Bala
Saheb Thackeray, ‘Maa
Saheb’, her birth anni-
versary is celebrated as

‘Mamta Diwas’.

She spent her entire
life serving the poor and
helpless people along
with showering her love
on Shiv Sainiks.
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