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South korea court
issues arrest warrant for
impeached president yoon

Poor, deprived suffering
brunt of ‘Manuvaad’ under
BIP: Kharge

Regd. No. JK-435

1o terrorists Killed this year In
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Next Dec 5 to be observed as
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Ramban . holiday: Advisor to CM
3 y - - before Dec 5.
Police la Ir -;;::;' - L) . - Speaking to KNS,
recover 20 JAMMU. D 31 the outdo N vy Wani stated that the
» Dec € outgoing year have ‘ decision is under con-
Smal'tphones (Agencies): As many eliminated 75 terrorists, sideration and will be
WOI'th Rs 5 as 75 terrorists, mostly including 45 Pakistanis. finalized soon.

lakh

RAMBAN, Dec 31
(Agencies): The Cyber
Cell of Ramban Police
traced and recovered
20 lost mobile phones
amounting to approx
05 lakh. Apart from
this an amount of Rs
6 lakhs (approx) which
has been swindled
in various complaints
of financial fraud has
been recovered and
successfully refunded
to the victims.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP)
Ramban Kulbir Singh
handed over the recov-
ered mobile phones to
their legitimate owners
at District Police office
Ramban. He appealed
to the general public
to take utmost care of
their mobiles as they
contain personal data
and there is a possibil-
ity of misuse.

He said that upon
receiving their missing/
lost mobile phones,
the owners felt elated
and expressed their
gratitude towards the
District Police Ramban,
for their arduous effort
in tracing their missing
mobiles.

SSP Ramban empha-
sized the importance
of safeguarding mobile
devices due to the
sensitive information
they often contain,
highlighting the poten-
tial risks associated
with their misuse. He
urged the public to
exercise utmost caution
in handling their mobile
phones to prevent any
untoward incidents.

Moreover the SSP
reiterated in his appeal
to the general public
to remain extra vigilant
and report promptly to
the National Helpline
Number 1930, or lodge
cyber complaints online
at www.cybercrime.gov.
in and in case of Lost/
Stolen Mobile report on
www.ceir.gov.in.

Kashmir
reels under
intense
cold wave,
Srinagar
records -
3.5 LIC

SRINAGAR, Dec 31
(Agencies) : Kashmir is
experiencing extremely
cold weather, gripped
by the intense Chillai
Kalan, the hardest 40
day period of winter.

According to the
Kashmir weather fore-
cast, Srinagar recorded
a temperature of — 3.5
degrees Celsius.

Tourist destination
places Like pahalgam
and Gulmarg recorded
atemperature of -8.471C
and -11.5 11 C.

Budgam and

mTurn to page 9

foreigners, were killed
by the security forces in
different operations this
year across Jammu and
Kashmir.

Official sources said
in different counter-
insurgency operations,
the security forces in

New Year | Maintain road discipline, and avoid journeys in

case of bad weather: SSP Rohit Baskotra

JAMMU, Dec 31
(Agencies): In view of
New Year celebrations,
Jammu and Kashmir
Traffic Police, National
Highways has issued an
advisory asking people
to maintain road disci-
pline and avoid journeys
in case of bad weather.

An advisory issued by
the Senior Superinten-
dent of Police, National
Highway, Ramban,
Rohit Baskotra stated

that as usual, in view of
New Year, people are
expected to celebrate
the parties with great
hustle and bustle in dif

ferent hotels,

restaurants, clubs,
bars and other places
especially in the major
towns and cities.

“It is expected that
there will be a huge
rush of participants and
tourists in such loca-
tions, especially during
the night hours, and
to ensure hassle-free
vehicular movement, as
well as, safe passage to

mTurntopage 9

Farmers Protest: SC defers

hearing on shifting Dallewal to hospital,

Punjab says negotiations On

W! Y

NEW DELHI, Dec
31 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on Tues-
day deferred its hearing
till January 2 on compli-
ance of its order by the
Punjab government on
shifting of farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
who has been fasting

for past 35 days over
various demands, to
hospital.

A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and
Sudhanshu Dhulia listed
the matter for further
hearing on January 2
after Advocate General
Gurminder Singh,

ppearing for the Punjab
government, said that
an application has been
moved seeking three
days more time for com-
pliance of the court’'s
December 20 order.

Singh said that a team
of negotiators are hold-
ings talks with the pro-
testing farmers at the
protest site and efforts
are being made to shift
Dallewal to the nearby
makeshift hospital on
Punjab side of Khanauri
border.

The bench said it does
not want to comment on
the discussions with the
protesting farmers and it
only wants compliance
of its earlier orders.

mTurnto page 9

Moderate snowfall during first
week of Jan over J&K: MeT

SRINAGAR, Dec
31 (Agencies): Amid
forecasts of moderate
snowfall from Wednes-
day, a sharp dip in the
night temperature was
recorded across Kash-
mir Valley on Tuesday,
officials said.

The Meteorological
Centre in Srinagar said
that two back-to-back
Western Disturbances
(WD) are expected to
affect Jammu and Kash-
mir starting from Janu-
ary 1. According to the
forecast, a feeble WD is
likely to bring light snow-
fall to scattered areas of
Jammu and Kashmir on
January 1 and 2, with
conditions improving
thereafter.

A moderate WD will
strike during January 3
to 6 and can cause light
to moderate rain over
the plains of Jammu and
snow at many places of
Jammu and Kashmir
with the peak activity
between January 4 and
5, the MeT office said
adding that there is a
possibility of heavy snow
at isolated higher reach-
es during the period.

The MeT office has
also issued an advisory
stating that in view of
snowfall, sub- freezing
temperature and icy
conditions over roads
including plains/higher
reaches of Jammu and
Kashmir, Tourists/trav-
ellers/Transporters are

advised to follow Admin/
Traffic advisory.

There is no let-up in icy
cold weather conditions
in Srinagar and other
parts of Kashmir valley
that have frozen major
water bodies disrupting
normal life.

“The cold wave con-
ditions will continue to
prevail over the Kash-
mir valley till end of the
year”, the MeT office
said.

The minimum temper-
ature recorded during
the intervening night of
Monday and Tuesday
at Srinagar witnessed a
sharp drop and record-
ed at -3.5°C against the
-0.9°C the

mTurnto page 9

“The local recruitment
of terrorists in Paki-
stan-sponsored terror-
ist groups is almost nil
and this year, 75 ter-
rorists have been killed
including 45 of Pakistan
origin,” they said.

mTurnto page 9

SRINAGAR, Dec 31
(Agencies): Advisor to
the Chief Minister, Nasir
Aslam Wani, on Tuesday

said that next December
5 will be observed a holi-
day and the decision of
the same will be taken

He highlighted the
improved administra-
tive response this year,
particularly during the
recent snowfall. “This
time, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah ensured
minute-to-minute

mTurnto page 9

Cyber Cell Ganderbal recovers Rs 16 lakh
worth of smartphones in 9 months

GANDERBAL, Dec 31 (Agen- —
cies): The Cyber Cell in Gander- .
bal has addressed financial fraud
cases totaling Rs.17 lakh and
successfully recovered missing or
stolen smartphones worth Rs.16
lakh within just nine months of
operation.

A police spokesperson revealed
that since its establishment in
March 2024, the Cyber Cell has
retrieved 87 mobile phones from
various locations. These devices,

mobile phones have been handed
back, while an additional 13 were
returned today. The total value
of the recovered smartphones
amounts to Rs.16 lakh.

Moreover, with regards to finan-
cial fraud cases, cyber cell Gan-
derbal accounted for 17 Lakhs
INR out of which 378527 INR has
been already credited to victims’
account.

Further, more than 56 cases
regarding blackmailing and social

either lost or stolen, were returned to their rightful owners. So far, 74 mTurnto page 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, December 31, 2024

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With prefound grief & sorrow, we reg rel 1o inform the sad
demise of our beloved Bh Pumn Chand S/o Lt. Sh
Harar Charnd Fio Ward Mo, 18, it Mo, 266 Last Marh
Sareal Jammu,

Tenth Day wil be performed al our resdencs Ward No,
18 Last Morh Sanwal on 31-122024 ak 11 &AM,
Uthala/Rasam Pagr wil be parformed on Wednesday
1-1-2025 from 3 1o 4 PM at Shiv Mandir Last Morh
Sareal.

Grief Strickhen

Manohar Lal & Rachna -Brother & Bhabhi

Hake zh & Savila <Son & Dawg hber-n-law

Maresh Verma & Shivani -Son & Daughte r-in-law
Renu & Sahil Sehgal -Daughter & Son-in-law

Anu & Panka | Abrol -Dawghter & Son-in-law

Grand Children: Shine, Shivam, Avika

Mob., 9TSTI8T141, 94192 23458

Sh Puran Chand

TENTH DAY / UTHALATKRIYA

With pmdound =omw, weannounce the passing of Sh, Dharni Dhar
Sharma (Former President, Sanatan Dharam Sabha, and
Chaimperson, Dharmik Yuwak Mandal) orn 22510 December 2024,
HiE deparius has lefl an ireplscea ble void inour hearts and the
==l T e

Riihwal Detais:

Tenth Day: =t lanusny 2028 (Wednesda ), 10200 Al at Rani Park
BET T
Uthalla: st Jamany 2025 (Wednesday ), 230 PM o 3:30 PM at
Bmhman Sabha, Paads, Jammu
Hriya: 2nd January 2025 (Thursday) 1200 PMal H. No, 23, S=o-
&, JOMCaory, Upper Roopraga o Jammu

IM GRIEF:

Smi. Suekika Sharrm - Wik

Shozad ar Shamra & Skiall Shamma - Son & Daughardn-law
Vasudhar Sharma & Riya Sharms - Son & Daughier-indaw
Devdhar Sha rma - Son

Lam Sh. Shakti Pmimsh & Late Set. Krehan ManB - Brother & Sis er-in-law
Late Sh FamErishan Srarma & Lal= Sml. Ko nts - Brother & Sk B rin-law

Late Sh. Hamyan Sharma & St Susbesla - Brother B Sisterin-law

Lae Smt Vima & Lae 5 Him Lal - Sis er & Brothe r-in-law

Late Emt ShantiDeswd & Lale Sh Swari Dayal - Sliger & Brotherdn-law

Smi. Pawan BEafa & Sh Kubhuslan Skanmm - Sisier 8 Brother-in-law

Sm Dev Bala & Lae Shoaafok Shamrma - SEer & Sranerin-law

Sm bariiE Sh Ved Bhiekasn S0 - Sleer & Brothe r-inlaw

Grmand Childntn: Yedam Sharma

Comtact Numbers: 814886305 T, 9419200237 2, 962210022 2

W hiumbly inv e yeu B Bin ug in thess cepmonies b hanorhie mamonsa rd pad for the psacs of his noble

Sh. Dharni Dhar Sharma

OBITUARY

With profound grief and somow, we regret to inform the
sad demisa of our Father Sh. Sri Kanth Raina (Papa
Ji) &lo Lt. Keshow Ram Raina Rio Razdan Mohala
|Handwam Afp 350 Pardoka Colony, Paloum, Jammu
who left for heavenly abode on 231 272024,
Tenth Day will ba parfiormad an 1/1/2024.
GRIEF STRICKEN

[Daughter & Sonein-law)

Smt. Vipy Pandita & Sh, Choni Lal Pardia
Smt. Asha Hasiu & Sh. Shubhan Krishen Hasiu
Smt. Rajni Chatta & Sh. Vinod Ji Chatls
I5andeep Hadu & Kalpana Hastu
Arun Hastu & Ridhama Hastu
Vasurdhra Chatt, Shyl, Aadriti
Mob. No.: TE89828291, 468547670

OBITUARY

With profound grief and anguish we
regret to inform that our belowved Sh.
Roshan Lal Raina Sfo Late Gopi
MNath Raina resident of Bungalow
Mo-19, Sai Shradha Pisoli Pune-60
(orginally Gogjibagh Srinagar) left
for his heavenly abode on 25-12-24
at 0730 pm.

Shradanjali Prayers will be per-
formed on Friday 3rd January 3pm,
at his residence in Pune

In Grief :

Lalita Raina (Wife)

Sh. Sri Kanth Raina

Sh. Roshan Lal

Rohit & Anjul (Son & Daughter in Law)
Rakesh & Fabienne (Son & Daughter in law)
Luca, Ariv, Noah & Arsh ({Grandchildren)
Raina's, Ambardar's, Badam's & Lago's

(Papa Ji)

Raina

TENTH DAY /KRIY; M PAGRI

Weh profound graf and sormow. it B inbmed to afl concemed that
o uf bekyved Smt. Khshashae Devi Goswami We Lake SH Had Dol
Coavami Aliah-Wae) (Fowder Chisd Edior,
| Mews papar) R 8.3, Sanjay Nagae Jammu passed away peaecaiul-
Iy 1 hoavwe ik absde on 22 nd Deca mbar 2024,

Tenth Day wil be perfoemed on 3181 of Decamber 2024 al aur
ron ido e %53 Sanjpy Magarat 11 am.

JEriva will b perferned on tal Jareary 20335 ot our res dence frem
1000 & M o P s

|Rasam Pagn being o H on 1stJan 2025 a1 S5hn Bam Mandirs Hail
Sheatrdl Mogar of 4 20 - 500 pm

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sons & Daughtor-in-ows

Er. 3.0, Coswamd & Al Ooseesmi

(Former Chatrman & Gan Secy, JEDEA)

Er. GC. Goowomd & Meaitu Goswami iC hardigarh)

| Daughters & Some-ind

Smi, Sheeln Shamnma & Late Sh. BEmhm Datt Shama
S, Swunfes 2 hedima & S h Tamean Komas S hadmsa (Westsrdi)

|Simd. Sonmoah Sharmm & Sh. Coml| Kmhan Stamma (Mew Delhij
Beothers & Sister

Late Sh. Sum| Peraas b Mabe

Sh Haor Datt Shama

Sh Deyv Raj Shafms (Cakcivii)

Late St Fushps Sha ma |Calousis)

Grond Sons & Dowug htom

Ala hey Goswaml Ayush Goswam |, Ketan Goswarmi,

Great Gramd Sone: Abh AN Anke, Chaty, Ana

S, Banm Shama & Late Sh dagd sh Chandsr Shama [Jalkndhar]

RBIF Bel, Vies Peakkant Jammu (Sowh - RS Pum)

Goun Coswami, Vidha & Anju, Subesh & Asbka,
Sanjaes & Sakmhl, Gewumy & Timmy, Boboy 4 Pushpa, Gawam B Rihl, Mik, Vel Ashinoey, Maatu 2
YWinod Shamma, Soniaf& Rajpsh Sharmma, Meesnw & Ssrahu Shama, Medhael & At Shoaomes

e, Agarmya, Pihu, Banha Sham, Hesoo
Mok 9499310792, 80008423080, 00815314705, B4151 L5011, OTOST7 67 5T

SMT. KRISHAMNA, DE\'I‘
GOSWAMI

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAAS

With profownd gref and semow we regret lo inform
you the sad demise of our beloved Sdn Manjit Kour
{Retd Account Officer) Dio Late 5 Sardar Sing h Rio
Bakshi Magar Jammu who lefit us for heavenly abode
on 27122024,

Arambh SriAkhand Path Sahib cn 31 Dec 2024 a1
8.30AM at our resdence H.MNo.88 MNear Geeia
Brawan Bakshi Magar Jammu

Bhog SriAkhand Path Sahib on 2.01. 2025

ot 3. 30AM ai our residenoes. i
Antim Ardas will be performed at Gurud wa ra Singh
Sabha Bakshi Magaron 2.01. 2025 from 10.008M o
12,00 Noon

GRIEF STRICKEMN: -

Sister and Brother in law

Sdn Gurcharan Hour (Retd Lect. ) and Late 5 Gurcharan Singh
Sdn Curmest Kour (SA| coachpand S D Singh - Sister and Brother in law

Sister and Brother in law

Sdn Rajinder Kow (DSPjand 5 Swaran Singh Jangl (Retd SP)
Sdn Kuldip Kour and 5 Gurmeet Singh -Sister and Brother in law
Sdn Mahchint Kour (Teacheriand S Amolak Singh Sister and Brother in law

FParam Jeat Singh - Brother
Ravirder Jeat Singh (AE PDD) - Brother

{Reid Accouwnt Offkcer)

-

J -
- Sdn Hm;l-'r_ Kour

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sormow we regret o
inform sad demise of our beloved mother Smit.
Keamta Shori Dhar Wio Late Sh, M.L. D har
on 24-12-2024 originally from Batapora
Shopian, presenfly residing at HhNoo 532,
Famposh Colony, Janipur, Jammmu.
Tenth Day Kriya will be held on 01-01-2025 al§
Akhnoor and Assembly will be held at huthi
Shat at 11 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN: -
(Son & Dawghter-in-kaw)
Sh.Rawvinder Kumear Dhar & Smil Sarojni Dhar
Sh. Shashi Bhushan (Pintoo) & St Pinki ji
{Son-in-laws & Daughters)

Sh. Sanjay Bagati & Smi. Pankajam Ji (Bubby)
Sh. Rajinder Raina & Smit Arona Ji (Bunty)
Grand-Son-in-aw & Grand Daughter

Mr. Anurag Rawal & Mrs. Meghna D har (Megh a)

Ravp: Samast Dhar Parivaar
Mo bile: S0EE171 893 BE039140 654, 9419103083

SMT. KEEMTA SHORI
DHAR

Grand Children: Akash, Suraj, Himanshu, Simran, Argyan & Bhavesh

“TENTH DAY

With profourd grief & sonnsw, we negrel 15 Inform
about the sad demize of Smit. Lalita Sharma Wio
Lt Sh. Ghen Shyam FRaina Rfc 35 Choughan
Fattu Jammuon 22nd Dec. 20024,

Tenth Day will be performed on 31sl Dec
[(Tuesday)fom 11 AM o 12 NOOR at Ranl Fark
Ja mrmu, !
Rasam Pagrifthala will be performed on 1'1}1J‘IF,-
Jan. 20325 (Wednesday) fram 4 PM s 5 PM ai
Mabhajan Hall, Shalamar Road, Jamimi.

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sister-in-law & Brother-in-law

Smt. Sudarshan Sharma We R.P. Sharma

Sons & Daughters -in-law

Sk Lowvely Fairm Wio Sh Anil Raina

Sh. Sunil Faina & Vandama Raina

Sh. Asthwani Kr Raina & Wishaf Raina

Sh. Deepak Raina & Asha Ralmna

Sh. Subash Raina & Arti Raina - MNephew & Niece in law

Grarnd Daughter & Grand Son-in-law

Parid hi & Suyash

Grand Children : Swudhanshu, Deuwvan, Tea syl, Danish, Akshil Usarsh Arga,

Simt. Lalita Sharma

Sa rihak, Adhiyan

10TH DAY

With profound grief and sormow, we
regret to inform you the sad
demise of our beloved Thakur
Matha Singh Charak RJ/o Jallo
Chak, Jammu.

10th Day will be perfformed at ou
residence Jalle Chak, Jammu on
2/01/2025, at 11:00 am (Thursday).
Grief Stricken

SEmt Guddo Devi -Wife

Sons & Daughters-in-law
Shamsher Singh Charak & Bhavana Charak

Maresh Singh Charak & Anuradha Charak

Daughter & Son-in-law

Meelam Manhas & Ranjit Singh Manhas

Contact Number: 7780917224, 9682350844, 9419129777

Thakur Natha Sing
Charalk

TENTH DAY/UTHALA

WWith profound grief and sorrowvw, we regret o
imform that the sad demise of Smit Lalita
Sharma Wo Lt Sh Ghan Shyam Raina R/
H Mo. 35 Chowgan Fattu Jammu on 22nd
Dec. 2024,

Tenth Day will ba paformed on 3i1st Dac
(Tuesday) at 11 AM to 12 AM at Rani Park
Jammu. e
Rasam Pagriflfthala will be performed cnl’
T1et Jan 2025 (Wednesday) at 4 PM 1o 5 PM
at Mahajan Hall, Shalamar Road, Jammu.
Grief Siricken =

[(Sister & Brother im kaw)

Smt Sudarshama Wio LL Sh Ram Parkash Sharmma
Sone & Daughter-in-laws

Sl Love ly Raima Wio Lt ShoAnl Raine

Sumdl Ra ima Wi Vandana Raimna

Azbwand Kr Raim Wo Viehall Raina

Deapak Raina WiocAsha Raina

Suos e Ralma Wio Artl Raina

(Gramnd Daugbhter & Grand Son in law]

Parid hl & Suyash (G and Davghter & Grand Son -in law)
Grand Chidren :=Sudhanshu, Dewvan, Tejasavi, Danish,
Sarhak, Adbhyan

Smit Lalita Sharma

Akshit, LHkash, &y,

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/ RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret o
inform the sad demise of our Dbeloved Smit)
Pushpa Bagal W/o 3h Gulshan Bagal Rio

481 Indira Colony, Timber Road, Janipur,
Jammu, who lefi for heavenly abode on
23122024,

Delails of riluads 10 ba parformead at our resi-
dance.

Tenth Day Kriya on 1/1/2025 at 11 am.
KriyalSe| on 2212025 st 12 Noon,

Rasam Pagri on 31/2025 at 9:30 AM shap
{in viesww of Panchak)

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Hus band

Sh Guilshan Bagal (Ritd Bank Manager, J&HK Grameen Bank)
Son & Daughter in law

Sh Vijander Singh & Heena Bagal

Sh Vikramjoat Singh & Inds Pawarn'Bagal
Daughter & Son in law

Sh Babwinder Singh Manhas & Vijayata Manhas

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Whth profound grief and sorrow we infomm the sad
demise of our beloved molher Karamyognl Smt.
Kamalawati Tikeo (Babi) W' Lt Sh, Shamooo
Math Tikoo Rfo Rohama, Baramulla Kashmir on
26-12-2024 at present: Block 168, Flat 14, Lane
no 26, Jagli Township.

Tenth Day Kriya will be perdormed at Muthi G hat
on d-01-2025 at 9 AM. E
Assembly will be held at Jagti Township in Lane
26 near Block 168, Flat 14.

GRIEF STRICKEN: Farma krwati Tikoo (Babi)

Sh. Brj Math Tikoo & Smit Desba Tikoo (Son & Daughtor in law)
Sh, Askok Kumar TiEse & S, Tilli Tikss (Son & Dasghter in Law)
Sh, Makhan Lal Mehnsand Sl Babi Nehru {8 on-in-kaw & Do ug hbar)
Sh Chatier Ji Bhat & Smi Samjini Bhat {Son-indow & Daogbar)
Grand Children Great GSrond Shildren:

Sarmdesp & Kian Figatar hshmba T,

Sachin& Sakshi, Mas ier Amans,

Amit arnd Kanna, Masiar Fiyan

Aa i, Bhasara,

Marni & Ro il

Ralatives and Friands

B9 5006 35, ME2X0TT I58

Sy
Smt. Pushpa Bagal

Mob Mo, 2906205474,
2QEaT0TIEEE

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our belowed mother, MRS
ROOP RANI NEHRU wife of Late Shri
Makhan Lal Mehru criginal Rfo Karannagar
Srinagar and presently at House No 53, Lane
4, Sec 2, Swaranvihar, (Police Colony)
Jammu on 24-12-2024. i
Tenth Day Kriyawill ba performed on 01-01-2025 |
|(WE:Inesiay)atN€hmcr Ghat & mourning assem-

bly will be held at Muthi Ghat near Direclorate of
Education at 11 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Ashok Kumar Nehn & Rajni Nehru ( Son & Daughter in law)
Surirder Mehru & Nischant Nehiu (Son & Daughter in law)
P L Tiku & Asha Tiku {Son in law & Daughter )

Shanta Ji Suian (| Manand )

RLL. Nehru & Girja Nehm | Dever- Bhabi)

M K Mahru & Sheela Mehru | Dever - Bhabl |

Sheab Labroo Wio Lt H. M. Labroo (Bhabl )

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

and Samast Parivars of Nehrus, Rainas, Tikus, Labroos,
With pofoud ghef and sorow, we infarm you abou
the sad demisz of our bekved Sh. Onkar Parshad

Dhars, Kachroos & Kaulks

9419223020, 9418211055
Sharma {Retd. Chief Accourt Officar) S LE Pt l P 4"--'".'
Banrmali Bam Sharma. | |
[TENTH DAY will be pedormed on 31-12-2024)

[Twesday) ai owr Residence, 124, Bakehi Enclave,

Paita Bobri Jammwat 1130 AM,

HRIWA wil be performed on 01-01-2025 (Wedne sday)

at 0w Residence. at 1200 rean

Rasam Pagrl & Uthala will be performed on 01-01- )

2025 [wednesday) al Jagal Resord, Shakti Nagar (near| 1

(A5 office) at 430 pm to 530 pm. v

'GRIEF STRICKEN

St Sha kuntia Shama (Wila) i

Sons & Daughtor in laws.

Eh, Ashsh Shanma & Smi, Mamta Shaera

Sh Athirev Shanma & Smib Jyeli Sharma

Brothers & Bhables

Lt. 5h Madan Lal Sharma & Lt Smd Satya Shamma

Sh. Rattan Lal Sharma & Smi. Sudemhan Sharma
Dr. B.D. Sharma & Smt. Shashi Sharma

Lt Sh Saratan Shanma & Lt Smi. .Hma Sharma
Sh. Mokan Lal Shanma B Smit Kanks Shama
Sistors & Brother-in-law

Sat. Sudesh & L. Sh L.C Sharma

Set. Kamlesh & LI 5h Ayoud by Sharma

Smt. Arnita & Sh. Naresh Shama

Sh. Onkar Parshad
Sharma
{Ratd. Chief Account Officar)

Grand Sons & Daughtars
(SANG OTRA FAMILY - NIKKLAN]
MOBILE NO. 8419175123,
419111508

10TH DAY KRIYA

Our hoduts Scha milf arangss, snd may foars s4l low

What £ muand ho e you, no 000 indlever knon

W Do rou chose witvin o b, ard s your Wl A aen 2 palk

Wil 5 VROGT 0T IR e v THou 3ain.

Cur belowed mather the eoul of our family pazesd

away peacefully o merge wih etemnity on 23nd 8
December 2024 i

The 10TH-DAY KRIA will te hed at Chots
Haridwar Murad Nagae, UP. On Jan 1sl 2025, al
3:30AM
GBRIEVING FAMILY MEMBERS:

Bal Krishan Ganju (Brother-In-law)

Phoola Handoo (Skterin-law)

Raman & Sunta Ganju (Son & Daughter-in-law) L8
Rahul & Meenakshi Ganju (Son & Daughter-in-law) SARLA GANIU
e e el (RHe & SORnRR? 12 Mowesnber 1845 tl
Wiy Kharu (Slster .

Imw Yachao (Sleter) eternity
Misheta, Newle, Plusha, Yash (G randchiid ren)
THE ENTIRE GANJU, RAINA, KHARU AND YACHOO FAMILIES, ALONG WITH

RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND WELL-WISHERS.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
FLAT NO. 7, PLOT NO. 1, SHALIMAR GARDEN EXT-1, GHAZIABAD
PHONE: 9810042365
EMAIL: RAMANG ANJW@HOTMAIL COM
b M

WE INV|

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and somow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved mother Smit.
Umawati {Yaya Moj) wife of well-known
rencwned personality Late Sh. Ram Jee
Pandita from Villagam (Kupwara) Kashmir AP
Sharda Colony, Poni Chak Jammu on 28-12-
2024. The Tenth Day Kriya will be parormed
al Deviangan Mala Bhaderkali Asthapan
Thalwal Phalllan Mandal Jammu @ps :|
32,7094 17, T4.778667) on 6 January 2025
(Monday) &t 930 AM followed by ASSEMBLY
al 11 AM at our Jarmu residence near Sharda
Mandir Poni Chak Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Sons & Daughters-in-Law

Sh, Vinod Ji Pandila & Smil Kign Pandia (T0DEET9359)
Sh. Ashvani Pansdita & Smit. Pinky Pandia (98 18840312)

Sh. Rajsh Pandita & Smt Veena Pandita §T96086523)

Davghiers & Sons-in-Law

Smit. Phoola Ji Bhat Wio LL Sh. Kanaya Lal Bhat

Sanl. Manakshi Reshi & Sh. Vigy Kumar Reshi [T0D6372576)

GrandiGreat-Grand Children: Arti & Sandeep Koul, Vikam & MNeha, Dushant Bhat & Meha,
Amit Reshl Arun Reshi Ashish, Ankssh, Ruchila, Samiksha, Asyansh

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Triloki Nath Handoo Sfo Lt
Sh.Vasu Dev Handoo originally resi-
dent of Bhag Jogilanker Rainawari
(Kmvr) at present H.No. 118, Pandoka
Colony behind Mast Bab Ashram
Patoli Mangotra [ Mear Sangam
Institute Jammu whao left abode on
24-12-2024.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at
Akhnoor Ghat, Assembling at Muthi
Ghat Mear Directorate Education
Office by 9.30 am on 2-01-2025.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Handoo Parivar / Bhat's Parivar /| Munshi Parivar / Raina
Parivar / Kachroo Parivar / Dhar’s Parivar / Gurkhoo Parivar /
Koul Parivar

Mob:- 9697647960, 9419135486

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound gnef, it is informed that Smt Meena
Wati (Sati Dewi) W/o Lt Sh Dina Nath Zalpur of]
Sagam Anantnag ap Vishwa Bharti School Road
Opp Nandkishwear Man dir, Akalpur Road Jammu has
left for her heswvenly abode on 23 December 2024,
Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at Muthi Ghat
on st January. Assembly will be hald at 9:30 AM
at Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRIC KEM:

St Rani Zalpuri -Sister in aw

Daughter in law and Son

Smt Suman Ji we L1 Durga Math Zalpuri

Smt Usha and Sh Piaray Lal Zalpuri

Smt Beauty and Sh Sanjay Zalpur

Daughter and Son in bw

Zmt Vijaya Hangloo Wio Lt Ashok Hang oo

Smt Bimla and Sh Mohan Lal Bhat

Smt Baby and Eh Dunga Math Bhan

Smt Seama and Sh Ravi Raaz

Smt Champa and Sh Sunil Jalla

Smt Neatu and Sh Dileep Bhat

Grandson and Grand Daughter in law

Smt Rinkiand Sh Vivek Za lpurl

Contact: 9797717190, TES9555615

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief amd somow, we regret o
inform the sad demise of our belowved father Shri
Surinder Math Bhan Sis Late Shri Raj Math
Bhan, onginaly resdent of Raghunath Mandir
Habbakadal Srinagar on 24-12-2024, presenily
resilimg al H. Mo, 153, Upger Laxmi Magar,
Sarwal Jammu.

Tenth Day Kriya wil be perormed on 02-0f-
2024 (Thrusday) at Akhnoor Ghat & Mourning [
Assembly will be held at Muthi Ghatl near
Direciorate of School Education at 11.30 AM. |
Grieving loved ones

Smi Krishna Bhan (Wife)

[Sons and Daughters in law)

Sh. Brarat Bhushan Bhan and Smt. Meeoru Bhan
Sh. Roht Bhanand SmiL Bha i Brhan

Sh. Aghish Wazir and Smt. Ruby Wazir {Son in law and Daughter)
Vaishnavi, Sharika, Ridhi, Mudi (G mnd Children)

Sh. Charder Mohan Bhan (Brother)

Sh. Shant Saroop Bhan and Smt. Sunita Bhan (Brother and Bhabi)
Eh. Kuldeep Chaku [(Brother in aw)

Samast Bhan and Koul Parivar

Mob. 9419280045, 96826725099

DISCLAIMER

Lt. Smt. Umawatl Pandita
07 -06-1934 - 28-12-2024

[
Sh. Triloki Nath Handoo

,/\ E/ 7

Smt Meena Wati
(Sati Dewi)

Late Shri Surinder
Nath Bhan

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Jugal urges Union Minister Gadkarito
limit Delhi-Amritsar-Katra expressway

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: Bhartiya Janata
Party senior leader and Member of
Parliament Jugal Kishore Sharma
has urged Union Minister for Road

Transport and Highways, Nitin
Gadkari, to reconsider plans to
extend the Delhi-Amritsar-Katra
Expressway up to Tarakote Road.
Sharma, in his letter to the
Union Minister, requested that the L

expressway be constructed only

up to the (IMS) Katra.

The Member Parliament raised
concerns over the proposed exten-
sion of the expressway to Tara-
kote Road, fearing it would bypass
Katra’s local markets, causing
significant economic losses to the

town.

o™

He highlighted that Katra, home
to more than 100,000 people,
would be severely impacted if pil-
grims and tourists traveling along
the expressway were diverted
directly to Tarakote Road.

This route, he said, would neglect
the vital commercial areas of
Katra, including Banganga and

¥

plan.

Charan Paduka, which rely heav-
ily on the influx of visitors.

The MP pointed out that the local
population, particularly the youth,
had been expressing their discon-
tent, with many even resorting to
hunger strikes in protest of the

He emphasized that the current
proposal could deprive the local
{ community of the economic ben-

efits they derive from tourism, as
well as the traditional hospitality
that Katra offers to pilgrims.

Sharma has requested Minister
Gadkari to intervene personally
and ensure that the expressway’s
construction is limited to the IMS
Station, halting any extension to
Tarakote Marg.

Union Home Secretary chairs
high-Level meeting in SKICC

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 31:
For the second con-
secutive day, Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan led a high-level
meeting at the Sher-e-
Kashmir International
Conference Centre
(SKICC) in Srinagar,
focusing on Jammu and
Kashmir’s security and
development agenda.

In the afternoon today,
the Home Secretary
led a high- level meet-
ing which was attended
by Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo, along with top
officials from security
forces, civil administra-
tion.

Sources said that the

meeting reviewed the
progress of centrally

sponsored flagship
schemes, infrastructure
development projects,
and employment initia-
tives in the region.

The meeting also
touched wupon the
region’s tourism poten-
tial and how peace and
development could
boost this vital sector.

Before returning to
New Delhi, the Home

JKBS Members wish all
a wonderful 2025

— e =

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: To
welcome the New Year,
the Kaith Music Factory
organized a musical event
in its studio at Bhagwati
Nagar here today in which
the Jammu and Kashmir
(JKBS) members in large
number actively partici-
pated and said, We are
very happy, delighted and
excited.

Every year, these kinds
of events are being held in
Jammu and Kashmir but
at the Kaith Music Factory,
this is happening for the
very first time, they added.

JKBS General Secretary
RL.Kaith described the
occasion as something he
has never seen before.

Immensely proud of
Music Director Vicky Kaith
for making this happen!
Happy New Year!, Kaith
said.

The event started with
national anthem ‘Jan Gan
Man.... ended with the
slogan Jai Hind Jai Bharat!

Earlier, the JKBS mem-
bers felicitated ASI Rakesh
Kumar Lakhotra for win-
ning one gold and two
silver medals in the Mas-
ters Athletic Championship.

JKBS members present
on the occasion wished
all a wonderful 2025, filled
with happiness, prosper-
ity, and unforgettable
moments.

Prominent among the
attendees included Music
Director Vicky Kaith, Video
Director Nishan Singh,
Subedar Baldev Chand
Sandhu (Retd), Havildar
Ghari Lal Lakhotra (Retd),
Tilak Raj Bassa. Pinku
Kumar Chanjotra and
Rahul Kumar.

Two-Week Educational tour of Poonch Campus
JU students to South India concludes

Top News Report

POONCH, Dec 31: The two-
week educational tour of stu-
dents from the Department of
Sericulture, Poonch Campus,
University of Jammu, con-
cluded on Tuesday. The
tour provided the students
with invaluable exposure to
advanced sericulture practic-
es and technologies through
visits to prestigious institu-
tions in South India, including
the CSTRI and SBRL, CSB
Bangalore, CSGRC Hosur, in
Tamil Nadu, CSRTI Mysore,
SSPC Mysore and Egg Pres-
ervation Centre Mysore,
Extension Centers, Silk Fac-
tories and State Department’s
of Sericulture.

The students engaged with
leading experts in CSRTI
Mysore, SSPC Mysore and
Egg Preservation Center
Mysore during their visit. Dr.
M. Mvthiakattm, Scientist-D,
Sericulture Extension Sec-
tion, who shared her insights
into innovative sericulture
extension practices aimed
at empowering farmers.
Dr. Joycy Ravi D, Scientist-
C (Agriculture Specialist),
provided a comprehensive
overview of agricultural prac-
tices that enhance mulberry
yield and sustainability. M.
N. Nagashree, STA, Train-

ing Division, explained the
methodologies involved in
commercial chawki rearing
to optimize silkworm produc-
tivity. Dr. Meghaladevi, Sci-
entist-B, Pest Management
Lab, presented effective pest
control strategies critical for
maintaining healthy mulberry
plantations. Dr. Madhusu-
dan, Scientist-D, Molecu-
lar Biology Bioinformatics,
highlighted groundbreaking
research in molecular biol-
ogy for disease resistance in
silkworms. Dr. Vajramna B,
Scientist-B, Mulberry Pathol-
ogy, educated students on the
latest advancements in com-
bating mulberry diseases. Dr.
Sobhana V, Scientist-C, Soil
Science and Chemistry, dem-
onstrated the role of soil man-
agement in enhancing mul-
berry plantation health. Dr.
Mallikarjuna G, Scientist-C,
Silkworm Pathology, shared
strategies to diagnose and
mitigate silkworm diseases.
Dr. K.M. Ponnuvel, Scientist-
D, provided a comprehensive
overview of seed production
processes and techniques.
B. Lalitha, Senior Technical
Assistant, detailed the opera-
tional aspects of the seed pro-
ductions and managements.
Dr. Chandrashekharaiah,
Scientist-D, elaborated on
the standards for preserva-

From village fields to scientific frontiers:
Dr. Aroosa Mattoo’s academic recognition

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Dec 31:
Aroosa Mattoo, from vil-
lage Passerkoot (Cha-
troo) in Kishtwar, Jammu
and Kashmir, has been
awarded PhD in Botany
by the University of
Jammu. Her journey
reflects her dedication,
resilience, and passion
for knowledge.

Aroosa’s educa-
tional journey began
in her home village,
Passerkoot, where
she completed her 8th
standard. Growing up
in a rural setting, she
dreamt of something
that was beyond those
boundaries, setting the
foundation for her future
success.

Aroosa continued her
schooling in Kishtwar,
where she complet-
ed her 10th and 12th
grades.

After completing her
higher secondary edu-
cation, Aroosa pursued
her undergraduate
degree at Government
Degree College (GDC)
Kishtwar, where she
graduated in 2014 with
distinction. She was one
of the top performers in
her batch, securing the
position of the second
topper.

This was a clear indi-
cation of her intellectual
capabilities and passion
for learning. Her perfor-
mance at GDC Kishtwar
laid a solid foundation
for her future academic
pursuits.

Following her gradua-
tion, Aroosa continued

her academic jour-
ney by enrolling in the
Department of Botany,
Jammu of University for
her Master’s degree in
2014. She completed
her MSc in 2016 with a
commendable percent-
age, further solidifying
her academic creden-

tials.
Aroosa’s time at
Jammu University

helped shape her as a
skilled and knowledge-
able individual in the
field of botany which
later became the focus
of her doctoral research.
After masters, she set
her sights on higher aca-
demic qualifications and
professional recognition.
She successfully
passed several com-
petitive exams, includ-
ing the State Eligibility
Test (SET), Graduate
Aptitude Test in Engi-
neering (GATE), and
National Eligibility Test
Junior Research Fellow-
ship (NET-JRF) in 2018.
These accomplish-
ments were milestones
that further highlighted
Aroosa’s commitment
to her academic career
and her determination to
succeed in her field.
Prior to embarking on
her doctoral studies,
she gained valuable
teaching experience at
GDC Bhaderwah during
2018-2019, contributing
to the academic com-
munity and sharing her
knowledge with younger
students.
This teaching experi-
ence helped her develop
essential skills in com-

munication, pedagogy,
and leadership, which
proved valuable during
her PhD journey.

In 2019, Aroosa
entered the highly com-
petitive PhD program at
Department of Botany,
University of Jammu
focusing on the topic
“Studies on the diversity
and bioactivity of endo-
phytic fungi from Ephe-
dra gerardiana Wall. ex
Stapf.”

Over the next five
years, she worked tire-
lessly on her research,
contributing to the grow-
ing body of knowledge in
her field. Aroosa’s dedi-
cation to her research
culminated in success-
fully defending her PhD
thesis.

Among her numerous
significant contributions,
she discovered and
described three species
of fungi as “New to Sci-
ence” besides propos-
ing a new fungal genus
along with seven new
species.

As of now, she has
published 8 research
articles, and several
more are under review
or preparation for pub-
lication.

Her contributions to
the field are significant,
particularly in under-
standing the endophytic
interactions and role of
these microbes in medi-
cine and agriculture, a
rapidly evolving domain
with far-reaching impli-
cations.

Alongside her academ-
ic pursuits, Aroosa has
actively participated in

extracurricular activities,
including essay writing
and debate competi-
tions, where she earned
accolades for her intel-
lectual engagement and
public speaking skills.

In addition to her aca-
demic achievements,
Aroosa held leadership
positions, including
serving as a Depart-
mental Representative
(DR) and member of
the JUICCASH (Jammu
University Internal
Complaints Committee
against Sexual Harass-
ment).

These experiences
not only enhanced her
personal growth but also
allowed her to represent
her Department and
University on various
occasions.

Aroosa’s academic
achievement is an
inspiring narrative of
resilience, passion,
and success. She has
proven that determina-
tion, combined with hard
work, can break barri-
ers and achieve great
heights.

Through her academic
excellence, leadership
roles, and research
contributions, Aroosa
has not only made her
family and village proud
but has also carved a
path for future genera-
tions to follow, particu-
larly the young girls in
her village. Her story
is a shining example of
how dedication to one’s
goals can lead to suc-
cess, no matter the chal-
lenges one may face
along the way.

tion temperatures, incubation
and related processes.

Earlier, at the Central Silk
Technological Research Insti-
tute (CSTRI), Bengaluru and
SeriBiotech Research Labo-
ratory (SBRL), Bengaluru
the students interacted with
reputed scientists and techni-
cal experts like Dr. Nivedita
S. Scientist-D, Sanket Kuge,
Babu, Sumit Kumar and Dr.
Brojeswari Das.

At the Central Sericul-
tural Germplasm Resources
Centre (CSGRC), Hosur,
Tamil Nadu, the students met
Dr. V. Nishitha Naik, Director,
CSGRC, Dr. Raju Mondal,
Scientist-B and Smt. G.
Punithavathy, Scientist-D, Dr.
G. Subrahmanyam, Scientist-
D and Dr. Pawan Shukla, Sci-
entist-D and Harshita, Senior
Research Fellow.

Prof. Rakesh Vaid, Director
of Poonch Campus, congrat-
ulated the students for their
successful participation in the
educational tour and extend-
ed heartfelt gratitude to all
the host institutions for shar-
ing their valuable knowledge.
He emphasized that such ini-
tiatives play a crucial role in
enhancing students’ learning
experiences and broadening
their horizons in the field of
sericulture.

Dr. Rubia Bukhari, Incharge
Department of Sericul-
ture, Poonch Campus, who
accompanied the students,
expressed her gratitude to
the host institutions and sci-
entists for their valuable con-
tributions.

She remarked, “This tour
was an exceptional opportuni-
ty for our students to witness
cutting-edge research and
practices in sericulture. The
knowledge gained will signifi-
cantly enhance their academ-
ic and professional journeys.
We the Faculty members and
students are also thankful to
the Prof Rakesh Vaid Director
Poonch Campus for providing
us the opportunity”.

Secretary was expect-
ed to assess the imple-
mentation of these key
projects.

Speaking about
today’s agenda, a senior
official told, “The focus
was on ensuring that
centrally sponsored
schemes directly bene-
fit the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and con-
tribute to the region’s
overall development and
stability.”

In a prior meeting,
Govind Mohan urged
security agencies
to adopt a balanced
approach—fostering
community relationships
while taking firm action
against terror.

“A holistic strategy

that combines people-
friendly measures with
uncompromising coun-
ter-terrorism efforts is
essential for a terror-free
Jammu and Kashmir,”
he stated.

The previous day’s
meeting brought togeth-
er an array of senior offi-
cials, including IB Direc-
tor Tapan Kumar Deka,
NIA Director Sadanand
Vasant Date, DG BSF
Daljit Singh Chaudhary,
CRPF DG Anish Dayal
Singh, and J&K DGP
Nalin Prabhat, among
others. The attendees
also included top military
leaders such as GOC 15
Corps Lt Gen Prashant
Srivastav and GOC 16
Corps Lt Gen Navin
Sachdeva.
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EDITORIAL

Indian Space
Exploration

he Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) has long been a beacon of

innovation and resilience, and 2024 has
further cemented its legacy as a global space
leader. Building on its illustrious history, this
year marked several groundbreaking achieve-
ments in science, technology, and exploration,
showcasing India’s growing prowess in the
space sector.

After the historic success of Chandrayaan-3 in
2023, ISRO continued its lunar exploration jour-
ney with follow-up missions. The rover Prag-
yan, which had entered hibernation in the harsh
lunar environment, awakened to provide more
critical data about the Moon’s surface compo-
sition and thermal properties. The extended
mission period of Chandrayaan-3 offered fresh
insights into the presence of water ice in the
Moon’s southern polar region, a discovery that
has potential implications for future lunar colo-
nization and deep-space exploration.

ISRO’s accomplishments in lunar research
have established India as a leader in low-cost,
high-impact space exploration, inspiring col-
laborations with other nations and private play-
ers in space technologies.

Aditya-L1, India’s first solar observatory mis-
sion, launched in 2023, achieved significant
milestones in 2024. Positioned at the Lagrange
Point 1 (L1), Aditya-L1 has provided critical data
on solar winds, magnetic field dynamics, and
the Sun’s corona. These findings are expected
to deepen our understanding of solar phenom-
ena and their impact on Earth’s climate and
communication systems.

The mission’s success reflects ISRO’s capa-
bility to undertake complex scientific explora-
tions, contributing to global space weather
studies.

2024 witnessed significant progress in ISRO’s
flagship human spaceflight mission, Gagan-
yaan. Extensive testing of crewed modules and
life-support systems ensured that the program
remained on track. The agency conducted
unmanned test flights with precision, simulat-
ing critical conditions to prepare for the first
Indian astronauts’ journey to space, scheduled
for 2025.

This mission marks a pivotal step in making
India the fourth country to send humans into
space, reinforcing the nation’s self-reliance in
advanced space technologies.

ISRO’s commercial arms, Antrix Corporation
and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), achieved
remarkable milestones in 2024. Multiple inter-
national satellite launches onboard the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and Geosyn-
chronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV)
strengthened India’s reputation as a reliable
and affordable launch service provider.

The successful deployment of small satellites
for global clients highlighted ISRO’s cost-effec-
tiveness and efficiency. Additionally, collabora-
tion with private space startups under the Indian
National Space Promotion and Authorization
Center (IN-SPACe) spurred innovation and
economic growth in the sector.

ISRO expanded its capabilities in navigation
technology through the NavIC (Navigation with
Indian Constellation) system. With upgraded
satellites and wider coverage, NavIC is now
poised to offer advanced navigation services
for civilian and military applications across Asia
and beyond. This strengthens India’s autonomy
in navigation systems, reducing reliance on
foreign platforms like GPS.

ISRO continued leveraging space technol-
ogy for societal benefits in 2024. Advances in
remote sensing and Earth observation satel-
lites enhanced agricultural monitoring, disaster
management, and urban planning. Programs
like Bhuwan, ISRO’s geoportal, empowered
policymakers with real-time data, driving sus-
tainable development goals.

ISRO’s achievements have inspired a new
generation of Indian scientists, engineers, and
space enthusiasts. Outreach programs, includ-
ing live-streamed rocket launches and space
exhibitions, captivated young minds, fostering
a culture of innovation and curiosity.

Despite its successes, ISRO faced chal-
lenges, such as balancing its ambitious space
exploration plans with tight budget constraints.
However, the agency’s efficient resource man-
agement and global partnerships ensured
steady progress. Looking ahead, ISRO aims
to expand its interplanetary exploration with
missions to Venus and Mars, cementing India’s
position in the global space race.

2024 was a defining year for ISRO, marked
by technological breakthroughs and ambitious
projects that strengthened India’s position
as a space superpower. The organization’s
achievements not only uplifted national pride
but also underscored the potential of science
and innovation to address humanity’s greatest
challenges. As ISRO continues to reach for the
stars, it carries with it the aspirations of a billion
people, proving that the sky is not the limit—it's
just the beginning.

Remembering Amar Shaheed Pt Prem Nath Bhat Advocat

By: Omkar Dattatray

ecently the displaced Kash-
Rmiri Pandits on 27th Decem-
ber 2024, have observed 35th
martyrdom of Amar shaeed Pt.Prem
Nath Bhat advocate a KP leader, social
worker and a great human being .On
27th December the displaced KP’s also
commemorated the martyrdom of all
KP’s and other nationalist people who
sacrificed their precious life for the
cause of India and for being staunch
Indians.27th December is every year
observed as Chatina Diwas and on this
occasion the Kashmiri Hindus remem-
ber and pay tribute to all the martyrs
who fell to the bullets of the armed
marauders .It was on the fateful day
of 27th December 1989 at 3PM that
the great soul Pt Prem Nath Bhat
fell to the bullets of the assassins and
was martyred because of his love and
patriotism for the country .Pt Prem
Nath Bhat was advocate by profes-
sion and he was a household name in
whole Kashmir .The martyrdom of
Prem Nath Bhat came as a rude shock
to the nationalists and the Kashmiri
Pandits .However the Kashmiri Pan-
dits take great pride in the martyrdom
of the great son of mother India .He
left his mortal frame for the cause of
the unity, sovereignty and integra-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir .He was
the active member of RSS and a true
activist of the Nagbal Prabandak
Committee and it was Bhat Shaib
who played an instrumental role in
the unity of the Kashmiri Pandits and
he molded the young men of the Kash-
miri Pandits into firebrand patriots as
he himself was a firebrand patriot and
worked all through his life in propa-
gating the philosophy of the Sangh
.Pram Nath Bhat besides a towering
advocate was a prolific writer and he
wrote thousands of articles in local
and national dailies and more so in the
RSS mouthpiece the Organisor and in

its Hindi edition PanchaJanya. His
articles and write ups are filled with
spirit of patriotism and nationalism
.Bhat Sahib was a true Indian and he
worked for furthering and strengthen-
ing the bonds of Indians-ness in the
Valley .P.N. Bhat was a great votary
and prop under of communal harmo-
ny and Hindu-Muslim unity .But the
anti nationals did not spare this man
of conviction who had great belief in
nationalism and thus martyred him
near his home in Anantnag on the
cold day when the KP’s were busy in
observing Yaksha Amavas .The terror-
ists and anti nationals liked the mass
migration of the Kashmiri Pandits
to happen and thus they resorted to
wanton killing of the leaders of the
Kashmiri Pandits and his brutal kill-
ing was a big shock to not only the
Kashmiri Pandits but even to the
nationalistic Muslims .It was after
the assassination of this great son of
mother India that the KP’s were forced
to leave their homes and hearths and
took refuge in Jammu and elsewhere in
the country. .Bhat sahib besides being
an honest advocate was the darling
of the Kashmiri Pandits .He was an
organizer par excellence and he prop-
agated the Sangh philosophy in the
nook and corner of Kashmir .Pt Pram
Nath Bhat was a great social activist
and reformer and was always at the
beck and call of the Kashmiri Pandits
and came to the rescue of the com-
munity at the time of the need .He
was a great social reformer and helped
the community of KP’s .During his
eventful career he helped the people
of Muslim community and was a great
votary of Hindu-Muslim unity .Bhat
Sahib was above all a humanitarian in
approach and helped the people irre-
spective of their religious faith and
that is the reason that even the Mus-
lims were grieved over his untimely
death .He was a prolific writer and a
good orator and for his qualities of

head and heart he is remembered by
both the KP’s and Muslims even today
.His martyrdom was a great loss to
the country but it strengthened the
bonds of patriotism and the Patriots
in general and the KP’s in particular
are proud of his martyrdom .Through-
out his life he worked for the welfare
and wellbeing of the Kashmiri Pandits
and he also helped the members of his
community in distress and helped the
needed people who were in need of
financial help .He was the eyesore of
the anti nationals and anti socials and
so they did not spare him and got rid
of him but his death was a big loss to
the country and patriotism and Indi-
anness .P.N.Bhat was a great national-
ist ,able advocate, big professional ,a
philanthropist ,a great organizer and
above all a great human being. Kash-
miri Pandits observe 27th Decem-
ber every year as the Chetna Diwas
under the aegis of Pt Prem Nath Bhat
Memorial Trust and on this occasion
KPs remember this great national
hero and also other martyrs who laid
down their life for the cause of the
nation and the KP’s feel much proud
about the contribution of this great
nationalist for the cause of furthering
patriotism and nationalism .On this
solemn occasion ,’"Sammaan Patra are
also presented to the family members
of those Kashmiri Pandits who laid
down their life and were martyred by
the militants and anti national ele-
ments .A galaxy of community leaders
of the displaced Kashmiri Pandits and
the nationalists from other communi-
ties and the activists and office bearers
of the BJP grace the occasion ,besides
the members of the KP’s .Every year
a big nationalist presides over the
function .The service ,contribution
and struggle of P.N Bhat is recalled
on the occasion and people remember
his and others martyrdom and service
to the nation .He was the doyen of
nationalism in Kashmir .He used to be

the inspiration for all the nationalist
forces .He worked all through his life
with missionary zeal and spirit and
he was the role model for thousands
of the people including the youth of
the KP community .Bhat Shaib was a
great KP leaders who worked for the
unity and betterment of the Pandit
community .His untimely death is a
great loss to the country ,KP com-
munity and it is very difficult to fill
the vacuum of his absence and his loss
is an irreparable loss not only to the
KP community only but to the whole
country as well .He was working for
the cause of society and nation build-
ing .He was a wonderful professional
also and did his duties with humility
and responsibility .He was also known
for his strong pen and he wrote on the
life and issues of the minority commu-
nity of Kashmir and on the Kashmir
situation .He had a special love and
regard for the social cause .He would
always come to the rescue of the KP
community at the time of its need and
he did a splendid and commendable
job during the communal riots of 1986
and for his contribution and selfless
work he will be remembered for gener-
ations .In brief Pt Prem Nath Bhat’s
martyrdom and his simple living and
high thinking will continue to inspire
the young generation of KP commu-
nity in particular and the nationalists
in general .On the martyrdom day of
the great leader and other martyrs, let
us resolve to work on the footsteps of
Pt,Prem Nath Bhat who was the epit-
ome of professional conduct ,nation-
alist ,writer ,organizer ,social worker
and above all a humanist.

(The author is a
columnist, social and KP
activist)

Particle and nuclear physics highlights in 2024: celebrating the past and looking to the future

By: Vijay Garg

his year marked the 70th
Tanniversary of the Euro-
pean Council for Nuclear
Research, which is known uni-
versally as CERN. To celebrate,
we have published a bumper
crop of articles on particle and
nuclear physics in 2024. Many
focus on people and my favou-
rite articles have definitely
skewed in that direction. So let’s
start with the remarkable life of
accelerator pioneer Bruno Tous-
chek.

Bruno Touschek: the physicist
who escaped the Nazi Holocaust
to build particle colliders

Man of many talents Bruno
Touschek pictured in 1955.

Born in Vienna in 1921 to a
Jewish mother, Bruno Tous-
chek’s life changed when Nazi
Germany annexed Austria in
1938. After suffering antisemi-
tism in his hometown and then
in Rome, he inexplicably turned
down an offer to study in the UK
and settled in Germany. There
he worked on a “death ray” for
the military but was eventu-
ally imprisoned by the German
secret police. He was then left
for dead during a forced march
to a concentration camp in 1945.
When the war ended a few
weeks later, Touschek’s exper-
tise came to the attention of the
British, who occupied north-
western Germany. He went on
to become a leading accelerator
physicist and you can read much
more about the extraordinary
life of Touschek

Nuclear clock ticks ever closer

Today, the best atomic clocks
would only be off by about 10
ms after running for the cur-

rent age of the universe. But,
could these timekeepers soon
be upstaged by clocks that use
a nuclear, rather than an atomic
transition? Such nuclear clocks
could rival their atomic cousins
when it comes to precision and
accuracy. They also promise to
be fully solid-state, which means
that they could be used in a wide
range of commercial applica-
tions. This year saw physicists
make new measurements and
develop new technologies that
could soon make nuclear clocks
a reality. Click on the headline
above to discover how physicists
in the US have fabricated all of
the components needed to create
a nuclear clock made from tho-
rium-229. Also, earlier this year
physicists in Germany and Aus-
tria showed that they can put
nuclei of the isotope into a low-
lying metastable state that could
be used in a nuclear clock. You
can find out more here: “Exci-
tation of thorium-229 brings a
working nuclear clock closer”.

Physics World Live: the future
of particle physics

Burrows and Tara Shears were
speaking on a Physics World
Live panel discussion about the
future of particle physics held on
26 September 2024.

In 2024 we launched our Phys-
ics World Live series of panel
discussions. In September, we
explored the future of particle
physics with Tara Shears of the
UK’s University of Liverpool,
Phil Burrows at the University
of Oxford in the UK and Tulika
Bose at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison in the US.
Moderated by Physics World’s
Michael Banks, the discussion
focussed on next-generation

particle colliders and how they
could unravel the mysteries
of the Higgs boson and probe
beyond the Standard Model of
particle physics. You can watch
a video of the event by clicking
on the above headline

‘Sometimes nature will sur-
prise us.” Juan Pedro Ochoa-
Ricoux on eureka moments and
the future of neutrino physics

Neutrinos do not fit in nicely
with the Standard Model of
particle physics because of their
non-zero masses. As a result
some physicists believe that they
offer a unique opportunity to do
experiments that could reveal
new physics. In a wide-ranging
interview, the particle physi-
cist Juan Pedro Ochoa-Ricoux
explains why he has devoted
much of his career to the study
of these elusive subatomic par-
ticles. He also looks forward to
two big future experiments -
JUNO and DUNE - which could
change our understanding of the
universe.

“Children decide quite early
in their life, as early as primary
school, if science is for them or
not,” explains Cigdem Issever -
who is leads the particle physics
group at DESY in Hamburg, and
the experimental high-energy
physics group at the Humboldt
University of Berlin. Issever has
joined forces with physicists
Steven Worm and Becky Parker
to create ATLAScraft, which cre-
ates a virtual version of CERN's
ATLAS detector in the hugely
popular computer game Mine-
craft. In this profile, the science
writer Rob Lea talks to Issever
about her passion for outreach
and how she dispels gender ste-
reotypes in science by talking

to school children as young as
five about her career in physics.
Issever also looks forward to the
future of particle physics and
what could eventually replace
the Large Hadron collider as the
world’s premier particle-physics
experiment.

CERN celebrates 70 years at the
helm of particle physics in lavish
ceremony

This year marked the 70th
anniversary of the world’s most
famous physics laboratory, so
the last two items in my list cel-
ebrate that iconic facility nes-
tled between the Alps and the
Jura mountains. Formed in the
aftermath of the Second World
War, which devastated much of
Europe, CERN came into being
on 29 September 1954. That year
also saw the start of construction
of the Geneva-based lab’s proton
synchrotron, which fired-up in
1959 with an energy of 24 GeV,
becoming the world’s highest-
energy particle accelerator. The
original CERN had 12 member
states and that has since dou-
bled to 24, with an additional 10
associate members. The lab has
been associated with a number
of Nobel laureates and is a shin-
ing example of how science can
bring nations together after a the
trauma of war. Read more about
the anniversary here.

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
columnist street kour
Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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Children exploring new world of creativity in
Natrang’s winter Theatre Workshon

P

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31:
Outstandingly talented
Jammu children are
exploring altogether a
new world of creativ-
ity and innovation at
Natrang’s winter theatre
workshop for children. In
a very important creative
exercise they improvise
five to six short plays
everyday and analyse
and reflect critically on
each other’s perfor-
mance and innovative
ideas.

Conceptualized and
devised by Padma Shri
Balwant Thakur, a new
methodology of children
theatre is being imple-
mented in an intense
theatre workshop which
is going on these days at
Natrang Studio Theatre
in Jammu.

Natrang the premier
cultural institution of
Jammu devotes the
entire winter, offering a
unique opportunity for
children aimed at explor-
ing the immense inner
abilities of children.

While majority prefer
to utilize winter vacation
in holidaying, few par-
ents finding this as an
ultimate occasion, bring
their children to Natrang
which has pioneered in
children theatre and
have given platform to
thousands of children
and have transformed
and groomed their per-
sonalities.

In Natrang’s Winter
Theatre workshop-2024
children are working on
various aspects of the
art of storytelling and

play-making processes.

This Natrang’s new
approach of working
with children is yielding
huge visible results as
the participating chil-
dren are demonstrat-
ing endless amount of
confidence in public
speaking and sharing
of new thoughts. Away
from their routine boring
class rooms and usual
school curriculum, they
have found a new envi-
ronment filled with highly
enterprising, aspiring/
inspiring creative and
innovative ideas.

They have found a
space where they are
being encouraged to
express their thoughts
using dramatics as an
effective tool to connect
with the world around
them.

Every year Natrang
organises winter, Spring
and Summer workshops
for children at its studio
theatre where through
creative games, impro-
visations, and exer-
cises they explore their
immense inborn inner
abilities. Theatre in the

developed world is used
as an important tool in
personality transforma-
tion and amazingly helps
in infusing confidence.
Stage is considered as
the most magical space
where a child transforms
him/herself into a highly
confident personality.

Natrang is doing regu-
lar Children Theatre in
Jammu for the last 35
years, it has trained,
inspired and motivated
thousands of children
till now and most of
them have excelled bril-
liantly in various fields
be it acting, direction,
media, management,
civil services, medicine,
engineering, social work
etc. It clearly speaks
that no matter what you
want to become in life,
the confidence, sponta-
neity, self-exploration,
creativity and discipline
you imbibe because of
theatre training, works
as your ultimate weapon
and strong motivational
force for you to suc-
ceed and excel in every
sphere of life.

The training module

. e

of Natrang’s Chil-
dren theatre has been
exclusively devised by
Padmashree Balwant
Thakur himself, who
has taken the children
theatre of Jammu to
the entire length and
breadth of the country
and outside to many
nations.

His plays like Mere
Hisse Ki Dhoop Kahan
Hai and Aap Hamare
Hain Kaun are consid-
ered as one of the most
celebrated and longest
living plays by children
in India. His play ‘Aap
Hamaare Hain Kaun’
have been staged in
French, Creol, and Eng-
lish.

Children have
immense possibilities
and abilities to perform
but they are required
to be explored through
such highly innovative
experiments of theatre
and arts in education.
They are required to be
infused with self confi-
dence and equipped
with new tools of com-
munication, organizing
self, focusing targets

GDC Bishnah hosts screening of Chaar

) = PSSl
Top News Repor

BISHNAH, Dec 31: The
Department of Punjabi
at Government Degree
College (GDC) Bishnah,
in collaboration with the
Internal Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC), organized a
special screening of the
movie Chaar Sahibzaade
to mark the martyrdom of
the Four Sahebzadas of
Guru Gobind Singh.

The event, held on 31st
December 2024, aimed to
honour the supreme sac-
rifice of these brave sons
and to keep their legacy
alive for future genera-
tions.

Under the guidance of
Dr. Shallu Samyal, Princi-
pal of GDC Bishnah, the
event was a resounding

—_—

|

success.

Dr. Samyal’s leadership
and support were instru-
mental in ensuring the
smooth execution of the

program.

The IQAC, led by Prof.
Nisar Ahmad Bhulla, Con-
venor, played a key role
in organizing the event,
ensuring all logistics were
well-managed.

The screening wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students,
faculty, and staff mem-
bers of the college, who
gathered to remember
the unparalleled courage,
resilience, and sacrifice
demonstrated by the Four
Sahebzadas. The movie
Chaar Sahibzaade beauti-
fully depicted the bravery
and commitment of the

Sahebzadas to their faith, 7

justice, and righteous-
ness, leaving a profound

impact on all attendees.

Dr. Baljit Raina, Presi-
dent of the Punjabi
Lekhak Sabha Jammu,
graced the occasion as
the special guest and
shared his insightful
reflections on the sig-
nificance of remember-
ing these sacrifices in the
present day. His address
underscored the timeless
values of courage, faith,
and justice upheld by the
Sahebzadas.

The event was formally
introduced and coordinat-
ed by Dr. Kusum, Head of
the Department of Punja

bi, who warmly wel-
comed the distinguished

Sahibzaade

guests and participants.

Dr. Kusum highlighted
the importance of com-
memorating such historic
events to preserve the
rich history and cultural
heritage of Sikhism.

The program concluded
with a heartfelt vote of
thanks by Prof. Geeta
Lakhotra, Faculty, GDC
Bishnah, who expressed
gratitude to all partici-
pants, faculty, staff, and
special guests for their
contributions in making
the event memorable.

The Department of Pun-
jabi and IQAC extend their
sincere thanks to Dr. Baljit
Raina for his valuable
presence and impactful
address, and to all those
who contributed to making
the event a success.

The initiative not only
served as a reflection on
the heroic legacy of the
Four Sahebzadas but
also deepened the col-
lective understanding of
their vital role in shaping
history.

and the art of public
speaking and in this
area, these Theatre
Workshops plays a
major role. In winter
Theatre workshop- a
play by Balwant Thakur
is also being devised
under the direction of
Neeraj Kant.

The workshop is being
assisted by Kanan Kaur
and coordinated by
Mohd. Yaseen. Sumeet
Sharma and Aarushi
Thakur Rana are the
visiting faculty of the
workshop.

The children who
extremely lucky to be a
part of this unique initia-
tive are Advik Sharma,
Mehak Chib, Araiya
Shan, Dhanak Chan-
dan, Vaibhav Maha-
jan, Ruhaan Chandan,
Samkit Jain, Ruhani
Jain, Nyra Gando-
tra, Nandita Mahajan,
Kavish Sharma, Reevik
Verma, Deeher Gupta,
Dwijesh Dutta, Saanchi
Dutta, Aaranaa Gupta,
Sianet Magotra, Shikhar
Mitdada, Priyal Gupta,
Sanchi Dutta, Supria
Gorka, Daivansh Singh,
Daiwik Shan, Mrigasya
Shan, Adira Gupta,
Kavya Janydal, Deshna
Jain, Anuvi Sharma,
Kamakhya Bali, Jazz
Shah, Nirvana Shah,
Amayra Mahajan and
Jayaditya Singh.
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57 people killed in road traffic accidents
this year in Srinagar: SSP traffic

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 31:
Road safety continues
to be a growing concern
in Srinagar, with 4 lakh
traffic challans issued
this year alone and a
tragic toll of 57 lives lost
in road traffic accidents.

The figures, released
by traffic police, under-
line the city’s increasing
unsafe driving practices.

A significant portion
of the challans were
issued for violations
such as speeding, driv-
ing without helmets, and

ignoring traffic signals,
which have been identi-
fied as key contributors
to the growing number
of accidents.

SSP Traffic Srinagar,
Muzaffar Ahmed Shah,
said, “Despite the issu-
ance of 4 lakh challans
this year, the number
of accidents and fatali-
ties remains alarmingly
high. This is a clear
indication that road
safety awareness and
enforcement need to be
further strengthened.
We must work together
to change the mindset of

drivers and ensure that
traffic rules are followed
meticulously.”

He said that traffic
police is committed
to intensify efforts to
curb road accidents
by increasing patrols,
improving signage,
and conducting public
awareness programs.

The authorities are
also considering a
review of traffic regu-
lations to ensure that
the city’s growing traffic
volume can be managed
safely and efficiently.

Social activist Sabiya Bano calls for
ban on online gambling

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 31: In
a powerful statement that
resonates with growing
concerns over the impact of
online gambling, renowned
social political activist
Sabiya Bano has called for
an immediate ban on all
online gambling platforms.
As the digital landscape
continues to evolve, Bano
emphasizes the urgent
need to protect vulner-
able communities from the
potential harms associated
with online betting.

“Online gambling is not
just a game; it's a crisis
waiting to unfold,” Bano
stated during a recent
press conference. “We
are witnessing an alarm-
ing increase in addiction,
financial ruin, and mental

health issues stemming
from these platforms. It
is our responsibility as a
society to safeguard our
citizens, particularly the
youth, from the predatory
nature of online gambling.”

Bano’s advocacy comes
at a time when many
regions are grappling
with the consequences of
unregulated online gam-
bling. With reports of rising
addiction rates and inci-
dents of financial distress
linked to online betting, her
call to action is gaining sig-
nificant traction among poli-
cymakers and community
leaders alike.

“By allowing online
gambling to proliferate
unchecked, we are essen-
tially opening the flood-
gates to exploitation,” Bano
continued. “It is imperative
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that we take a stand and
demand a ban on these
services before it's too
late. We must prioritize the
health and well-being of
our communities over profit
margins.”

Bano’s campaign seeks
to mobilize public support
and legislative action to
address the issue head-
on. She encourages indi-
viduals from all walks of life
to join the movement for
change, emphasizing that
collective action can lead
to meaningful reform.

“Together, we can create
a safer environment for
our families and future
generations,” Bano urged.
“Let us unite in this cause
and advocate for a ban on
online gambling to protect
those who are most vulner-
able.”

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited
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MES and other S$tate/Central Governments for each of the following waorks: -

GDC Neeli Nallah organizes Health Care Awareness
programme under theme “Seva Se Sikhe”

diagnosis, and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. His insights

Top News Repor

UDHAMPUR, Dec 31: The NSS Unit of GDC Neeli Nallah
Udhampur organized Health Care Awareness programme
“Seva Se Sikhe” under GOl initiative and visited Primary

Health Centre Garhi.

The event took place in the Health Training centre(RHTC)
Ayushman Arogya Mandir Garhi starting at 11:00 AM in which
the NSS Program Coordinator, Prof. Shaista Yasmeen, Assis-
tant Professor, Department of English along with NSS volun-
teers participated with zeal and enthusiasm.

She coordinated the event, with an aim to enhance students
understanding of healthcare practices and their role in serv-

ing society.

During the visit, Dr Arti Bharat, Medical Officer and Dr. Ritu
Raina, Dental surgeon at PHC Garhi and Somraj Gupta,(Head
Pharmacist) distinguished medical professional, addressed
the NSS volunteers and delivered an enlightening speech
on safeguarding various diseases. Medical Professionals
emphasized the importance of preventive measures, timely

inspired the students to actively engage in community health-

care initiatives.

Prof. Shaista Yasmeen (NSS PO) Department of English,
Dr. Zahoor wani and Dr. Nazeer Ahmad khan led the NSS
group during the interaction, providing valuable guidance and

support to the students.

The session fostered meaningful dialogue between the
students and the healthcare professionals, especially Dr. Arti
Bharat, Medical Officer helping them grasp practical aspects

of service and care.

Principal of GDC Neeli Nallah Udhampur, Prof. (Dr) Seema
Arora, was instrumental in facilitating this opportunity for the

students.

She motivated the volunteers to seek the benefits of par-
ticipating in these kinds of events and thereby promoting the
community engagement and social responsibility.

This initiative underscored the role of NSS in promoting
outreach activities and fostered holistic development among

its students.
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fawvoring Executive Enginesr PWD (RE&B) Division Kathua and upload the same i.e. treasury
challan. Tha date should ba in betwean publishing and Closing of MIT. Earnest monay/Bid security in

shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged

to Executive Engineer PWD (RE:B) Division KathuaThe

COR/FDR/BG shall be walid for 45 Days beyond the bid walidity period. The original instrumeants in
respect of cost of documents, EMD and relevant documents of L1 be submitted to the Executive
Engineer PWD (RE:B) Division Kathuawithin 07 {Seven) days after the date of receipt of the Letter of

Acceptance.

Ma:53 NIT of 2024-25/5537-41/G
Dated:30.12.2024Kathua

DIP/T-8723/24

-Sd-

Executive Engineer

e e
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Zeenat Aman reflects on 2024: ‘Two years
ago | had quite contentedly resigned myself

She shared a series of photos
amid Mumbai’s cool weather,
revealing that she had “quite
contentedly resigned” herself to
a quiet retirement two years ago
before being welcomed back

into the public spotlight.

She also expressed gratitude
for the opportunities and admi-
ration she continues to receive,
emphasising how busy 2024
was for her with all “the shoots in
Shimla and Rajasthan, speaking
engagements across the coun-
try, social media collaborations,

and a lot more.”

She further captioned the post,
“Two years ago | had quite con-
tentedly resigned myself to a
quiet retirement with the odd
job thrown in to temper the
monotony. Now | find myself

Gal Gadot says she underwent
brain blood clot removal surgery
during fourth pregnancy

“Wonder Woman” star
Gal Gadot has revealed
that she underwent
emergency surgery for
a “massive blood clot”
in her brain during the
eighth month of her
recent pregnancy.

The 39-year-old actor
gave birth to her and
husband-entrepreneur
Jaron Varsano’s fourth
child, daughter Ori in
early March.

In an Instagram post,
Gadot detailed her med-
ical emergency called
cerebral venous throm-
bosis (CVT), saying this
year has been “one of
profound challenges
and deep reflections”.

“And I've wrestled
with how, or even if, to
share a personal story...
In February, during my
eighth month of preg-
nancy, | was diagnosed
with a massive blood
clot in my brain. For
weeks, | had endured
excruciating headaches
that confined me to bed,
until | finally underwent
an MRI that revealed
the terrifying truth,” she
wrote.

“We rushed to the hos-
pital, and within hours,
| underwent emergency
surgery. My daughter,
Ori, was born during
that moment of uncer-
tainty and fear. Her
name, meaning ‘my
light, wasn’t chosen by
chance,” she added.

During her health
crisis, Gadot said she
and her family were
faced with how “fragile”
life can be.

“It was a stark remind-
er of how quickly every-
thing can change, and
in the midst of a difficult
year, all | wanted was to
hold on and live.” In the
post, she also thanked
the staff and doctors at
the hospital where she
gave birth to Ori, adding
she is “fully healed and
filled with gratitude for
the life I've been given
back.” “The journey has
taught me so much.
First, it's vital to listen
to our bodies and trust
what it’s telling us. Pain,
discomfort, or even
subtle changes often
carry deeper meaning,
and being attuned to
your body can be life
saving,” she said.

The actor said aware-

ness matters.

“I had no idea that 3
in 100,000 pregnant
women in the 30s+ age
group are diagnosed
with CVT (develop a
blood clot in the brain).
It’'s so important to iden-
tify early because it's
treatable.”

“While rare, it's a pos-
sibility, and knowing it
exists is the first step
to addressing it. Shar-
ing this is not meant to
frighten anyone but to
empower. If even one
person feels compelled
to take action for their
health because of this
story, it will have been
worth sharing.” Gadot
shares daughters Alma,
13, Maya, 7, and Dani-
ella, 3, with Varsano.

Diljit-AP Dhillon to Badshah and Honey

struggling to find a spare date
on my calendar. Such is the
wheel of fortune! Take it from
a veteran who’s both scraped
the depths of despair and tasted
dizzying success. So let me sign
off for the year with the gentle
reassurance that if things are
looking bad for you, persevere.
The wheel is always turning.
Happy holidays and all wishes
for a beautiful 2025 from Azaan,
Zahaan, Lily, Theo, Benji, Zoe,
Oz and myself.”

In her journey, Zeenat has
delivered some memorable
performances, including Satyam
Shivam Sundaram, Don, Qur-
bani, Haré Rama Haré Krishna,
Dharam Veer, Dostana, Ajana-
bee, Roti Kapada Aur Makaan
and Paapi.

. Male-centric shows are every
actor’s dream, says Abhishek Malik

| J

Abhishek Malik, who

plays the role of Neel

i |

Paranjape in the show

Jamai No. 1, says the

The ugly socml media feuds of 2024

From Instagram to
Twitter, to YouTube,
social media has
become a very signifi-
cant part of our lives,
and Bollywood is no
different. Celebrities
use these platforms to
engage with their fans
and create buzz regard-
ing their forthcoming
projects. However, as is
well known, every coin
has two sides, and simi-
lar is the case with social
media. While people use
it to keep themselves up
to date with the latest
B-town buzz, at times
they also get to witness
massive arguments
between their beloved
stars. As 2024 comes to
a close, let’s revisit the
most explosive social
media feuds of the year.

Diljit-AP Dhillon

Two of the biggest
names from the Punjabi
music industry, Diljit and
AP Dhillon were recently
seen pointing fingers at
each other. It all started
when the Jatt & Juliet
actor spoke highly of
his contemporaries AP
Dhillon and Karan Aujla
during one of his con-
certs. He emphasized
on the importance of
unity among Punjabi
artists. Reacting to this,
AP Dhillion claimed that
he had been blocked by
Diljit during his concert.
This statement left the
fans dumbstruck.

Anupam Kher-Hansal
Mehta

Aside from being one
of the most celebrated
actors Anupam Kher is
also known for speaking

Akshay Kumar’s Welcome to the Jungle team
to shoot mega schedule in Dubal

Akshay Kumar-led
Welcome to the Jungle
team will extensively
shoot for the film in the
UAE. Helmed by Ahmed
Khan and produced by
Firoz Nadiadwallah, the
film’s team will head
abroad after completing
a marathon shooting
schedule in Mumbai and
Kashmir this year.

Talking about the inter-
national shoot, director
Ahmed Khan said, “We
are to kickstart a mega
schedule in Dubai, Abu
Dhabi which shall play
an important role in the
movie. The audiences
can expect cinematic
extravaganza and
unlimited entertainment.
The team has already
scheduled to travel in
advance for the recce
as well.”

Producer Firoz A Nadi-
adwallah added, “The
international schedule

of the movie is kick-
starting soon and it will
be shot in impressive
locations in UAE. The
movie action, songs &
scenes shall be shot in
eminent locations in the
UAE with several foreign
action & stunt crews,
dancers on locations
where even high-octane
Hollywood films have
till date not been given
access to shoot. The
team is already working
on the process of acquir-
ing the permits & rights
for the shoot locations .”

Recently, the film’s
team dismissed rumours
of delay. Ahmed Khan
addressed recent
media reports, stat-
ing, “There is no truth
to these rumours. The
film is on track, and
we are kickstarting our
next leg of the marathon
schedule internationally
from October, for which

my technical team has
already left for the first
recce.”

Earlier sources said
that Jio Studios, initially
associated with the pro-
duction, had withdrawn
its support. A source
close to the produc-
tion said, “Jio Studios
is no longer associated
with this movie. They
backed out a couple
of months back, and
hence the videos were
deleted from the inter-
net.” This development
had sparked concerns

about the film’s future,
but the latest updates
from the team have put
those worries to rest.

Welcome to the Jungle
is presented by Base
Industries Group and
produced by Firoz A
Nadiadwallah.The film
boasts an impressive
ensemble cast, including
Akshay Kumar, Sanjay
Dutt, Arshad Warsi,
Disha Patani, Raveena
Tandon, Jacqueliene
Fernandez, Lara Dutta,
Paresh Rawal, and
many others.

his mind. He recently got
into a tiff with acclaimed
director Hansal Mehta
and the reason is the
2019 biopic, The Acci-
dental Prime Minister.
The Aligarh maker was
seen supporting journal-
ist Vir Sanghvi’'s tweet
in which he called The
Accidental Prime Min-
ister one of the worst
Hindi movies.

Reacting to the claim,
the actor took to X and
wrote, “The HYPO-
CRITE in this thread is
NOT @yvirsanghvi. He
has the freedom to not
like a film. But @meh-
tahansal was the #Cre-
ativeDirector of #TheAc-
cidentalPrimeMinister.
Who was present at
the entire shoot of the
film in England! Giving
his creative inputs and
must have taken the fee
also for it. So for him
to say 100% to #Vir-
Sanghvi’'s comment is
so messed up and full
of double standards!
Not that | agree with Mr.
Sanghvi but we are all
capable of doing bad or
indifferent work. But we
should OWN it. Not like
#HansalMehta trying
to earn some brown-
ies from certain section

of people. Common
Hansal!! Grow up! | still
have all our videos and
pics of the shoot togeth-
erl”.

Prince Narula-Yuvika
Choudhary

Bigg Boss 9 couple
Prince Narula and
Yuvika Choudhary have
recently been creating
headlines for all the
wrong reasons. If the
speculations are to be
believed the beloved
couple is headed for a
split after the birth of
their daughter Ekleen.
The reality star raised
a lot of eyebrows when
he stated in one of his
vlogs that Yuvika failed
to inform him regarding
the delivery date of their
firstborn. Since then
these two have been
at loggerheads, put-
ting allegations on one
another. Most recently,
Yuvika took to her Ins-
tagram story and shared
a cryptic post that read,
“If you get something, it
is soil; if you lose some-
thing, it is gold”.

Divya Khosla-Karan
Johar

Alia Bhatt and Karan
Johar are one of the most
celebrated actor-director
duo in Bollywood and

are often seen coming
in each other’s sup-
port. Alia’s last release
was Jigra, produced
by KJo. Divya Khosla
rubbed a few feathers
when she accused Alia
of buying her film tickets
to manipulate box office
numbers, leading to a
massive war of words.
However, Divya did not
stop there and further
claimed that Jigra is a
copy of her film Savi.
Karan Johar shared a
few cryptic posts follow-
ing Divya’s allegations.

Arshad Warsi-Prabhas

While Prabhas is one
of the biggest names
in the South, Arshad
Warsi has delivered
some noteworthy per-
formances in Bollywood.
These two actors ignited
a social media debate
among the fans after
Warsi stated that the
Baahubali star looked
like a jokar. Talking
about Kalki 2898 AD,
he was quoted saying
during an interview,
“Prabhas, | am really
sad, why was he... he
was like a joker. Why? |
want to see a Mad Max.
| want to see Mel Gibson
over there.” Later on,
many South stars such

show gives a fresh
perspective on the
age-old saas-damaad
drama. “lt's a male-
centric show, which is
rare on TV. Most shows
revolve around women,
but Jamai No. 1 brings
a fresh perspective with
its focus on the saas-
damaad drama. Neel,
my character, is genu-
ine, spiritual and values
his roots, but he’s also a
jugadu who knows how
to set things right. This
unique dynamic with his
mother-in-law sets the
show apart,” he says.
He adds, “Male-cen-
tric shows are every
actor’s dream since TV
is mostly dominated by
saas-bahu dramas.”

as Nani and Sudheer
Babu came to Prabhas’
defense. Addressing a
press conference, Nani
said, “The person that
you’re referring to, this
must be the most public-
ity he has got in his life.
You are unnecessarily
glorifying an unimport-
ant matter.

Badshah and Honey
Singh

Rappers Honey Singh
and Badshah have been
in a long-standing feud
for almost a decade
now. While Honey Singh
has kept his silence on
the matter for a long
time, he recently called
out Badshah for mock-
ing his illness stating
“He is one of those who
spits and then licks it
back; just watch, he’ll
flip again. | don’t con-
sider people like that
to be anything.” For the
unversed, Honey Singh
revealed that he was
diagnosed with bipolar
disorder which led to his
disappearance from the
music industry.

Nayanthara-Dhanush

Last but not least, two
of the biggest names
from the South Nay-
anthara and Dhanush
were seen disputing
over a three-second
clip from their 2015
drama Naanum Rowdy
Dhaan. Dhanush served
a 10 crore legal notice
to Nayanthara after she
included the clip in her
Netflix documentary,
alleging unauthorised
use.

Rashmika Mandanna marks 8 years in
cinema, thanks fans for endless love

“Pushpa 2: The Rule”
star Rashmika Man-
danna on Tuesday cele-
brated completing eight
years in the film indus-
try and thanked fans for
their constant love and
support.

Taking to her Ins-
tagram Stories, the
28-year-old actor
shared a message of
gratitude for her fans.

“8 years in the film
industry and the only
way | could do what |
have done so far is only
because of your love
and support. Thank
you,” she wrote in the
caption.

Born and raised in
Kodagu district of Kar-
nataka, Mandanna
made her acting debut
in 2016 with the Kanna-
da movie “Kirik Party”,
opposite Rakshit Shetty,
and then starred in
Telugu hits like “Geetha

Govindam”, “Dear Com-
rade”, “Bheeshma and
“Sita Ramam”.
Mandanna found
countrywide success
with 2021 hit “Pushpa:
The Rise”, co-starring
Allu Arjun. She made
her Bollywood debut
with “Goodbye” and then
starred in smash hit film
“Animal” with Ranbir
Kapoor. The actor
most recently starred in
“Pushpa 2: The Rule”,
which has become a
runaway hit at the global
box office, earning over
Rs 1,700 crore since its
release on December 5.
Her upcoming movies
include “Sikandar” with
Salman Khan, “Chhaa-
va” with Vicky Kaushal
and Maddock’s horror
comedy universe title
“Thama”, headlined by
Ayushmann Khurrana.
She will also be seen in
Tamil movie “Kubera”.
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NEW DELHI, Dec 31 (Agen-
cies): The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) on Tuesday
confirmed its awareness of
the death sentence handed to
Nimisha Priya, an Indian nurse
in Yemen, and assured that
the government is providing all
possible assistance.

In response to media queries
regarding the case of Nimisha
Priya, MEA official spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said, “We
are aware of the sentencing of
Ms. Nimisha Priya in Yemen.
We understand that the family
of Ms. Priya is exploring rele-
vant options. The government
is extending all possible help in
the matter.”

Our response to media queries
regarding the case of Ms. Nimi-
sha Priya:https://t.co/DlviLbo-
gKG pic.twitter.com/tSgBImitCy

— Randhir Jaiswal (@MEAIn-
dia) December 31, 2024

Nimisha Priya, who is sen-
tenced to death in Yemen, is a
trained nurse and has worked in
private hospitals in Yemen for a
few years.

Her husband and minor

Kejriwal launches Pujari Granthi

P WA
daughter returned to India in
2014 because of financial rea-
sons and in that same year,
Yemen was gripped by civil war,
and they could not go back as
the country stopped issuing new
visas.

Later in 2015, Nimisha joined
hands with a Mahdi to set up
her clinic in Yemen'’s capital city
Sana. She sought Mahdi’s sup-
port because, under Yemen'’s
law, only nationals are allowed
to set up clinics and business
firms. In 2015, Mahdi accom-
panied Nimisha Priya to Kerala

- RANDHIR JAISWAL

g
when she came for a month-
long holiday. During the visit, he
stole a wedding photograph of
Nimisha, which he later manipu-
lated to claim that he was mar-
ried to her.

A plea moved by mother of
Nimisha Priya had stated, “After
a while, Nimisha'’s clinic began,
Mahdi manipulated the owner-
ship documents of the clinic. He
also began to take money out of
her monthly earnings after tell-
ing everyone that Nimisha was
his wife Nimisha had alleged
that Mahdi had been harass-

ing her and her family for years.
Mahdi also seized her passport.
This was done to ensure that
she would not leave Yemen. He
tortured her under the influence
of drugs. He threatened her at
gunpoint several times. He took
all the money from the clinic and
her ornaments.”

The plea further alleged that
unable to cope with the torture,
Nimisha complained to the
police in Sana but instead of
taking action against Mahdi, the
police arrested her and put her
in jail for six days. It was further
alleged that on her return from
jail, the severity of the torture
increased manifold.

In July 2017, Nimisha took the
help of a warden of a jail locat-
ed near her clinic. The warden
suggested that she should try
to sedate him, and then con-
vince him to give her passport.
However, sedation did not affect
Mahdi, who was a substance
abuser. She tried sedating him
again, using a stronger sedative
in order to retrieve her passport
but he died within a few minutes
due to a drug overdose.

“I'm sorry”: Manipur Chief

Minister Biren Singh’s apology

and a promise
T

|

H

T e
IMPHAL, Dec 31
(Agencies): Mani-
pur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh today said
“sorry” for the unfortu-
nate developments in
the northeastern state
due to the ethnic clash-
es that started last year.
The Chief Minister,
however, said the year
ends on an optimistic
note and that he hoped
that normalcy will return
to the state in 2025.

“This entire year has
been very unfortunate.
| want to say sorry to

the people of the state
for what’s happening
till today since last May
3. Many people lost
their loved ones. Many
people left their homes.
| feel regret. | apolo-
gise. But now, | hope
after seeing the last
three to four months
progress towards the
peace, | believe by
2025, the normalcy
will be restored in the
state,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

“I want to appeal to all
the communities in the

state, whatever hap-
pened has happened.
You have to forgive and
forget the past mistakes
and we have to start
a new life (towards) a
peaceful and prosper-
ous Manipur,” he said,
adding that all 35 tribes
in Manipur should live
together In harmony.

The violence in Mani-
pur has claimed over
180 lives since May
last year, when vio-
lence erupted over the
Meities community’s
demand for Scheduled
Tribe (ST) status and
the tribal Kukis’ oppo-
sition to this.

The Meiteis account
for about 53 per cent
of Manipur’s popula-
tion and live mostly in
Imphal Valley. The trib-
als, including Nagas
and Kukis, constitute
40 per cent of the popu-
lation and reside mainly
in the hills.

Yogi Adityanath visits Prayagraj, reviews preparations

Samman Yojana

NEW DELHI, Dec 31
(Agencies): AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday launched the
Pujari Granthi Samman
Yojana, registering the
priest of Marghat Wale
Baba temple near Kash-
miri Gate ISBT here.

Under the scheme
announced ahead of
the assembly polls in
February, Kejriwal said
all the Hindu temple
priests and granthis
of Gurudwaras will be
paid a monthly hono-
rarium of Rs 18,000 if
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) returns to power
in Delhi.

“Today | visited Mar-
ghat Baba’s temple
(ISBT) and launched the
Pujari Granthi Samman
Yojana. Today is the
birthday of the Mahant
jihere. | also celebrated
his birthday with him,”

he said in a post on X.
The former Delhi chief
minister alleged that the
BJP tried its best to stop
the registration process
for the scheme but no
one can stop a devotee
from meeting the god.
Announcing the
scheme earlier on
Monday, Kejriwal said
that he would visit
Prachin Hanuman
Mandir at Connaught
Place to do the registra-

tion of the priests there.

As the politics over the
honorarium gathered
momentum in Delhi, a
group of priests staged
a protest against Kejri-
wal outside the Con-
naught Place temple for
announcing the hono-
rarium after a delay of
10 years. The AAP chief
was accompanied by
his wife Sunita Kejriwal
during the visit to Mar-
ghat Wale Baba temple.

for Mahakumbh

PRAYAGRAJ, Dec 31 (Agen-
cies): The preparations for the
Mahakumbh Mela 2025 have
been ramped up as the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath visited Prayagraj
on Tuesday for the fifth time in
December to review the prepa-
rations for the upcoming event.

During his visit, the Chief
Minister also inaugurated the
Bio-CNG plant built in the Naini
area of the city. The Chief Min-
ister also inspected the key
locations such as the Sangam
Erawat Ghat, Sangam Noj Ghat,
and the newly constructed steel
bridge parallel to the Ganga
Setu.

In view of the upcoming Maha-
kumbh event, CM Yogi held a
review meeting at the Integrated
Command and Control Centre
(ICCC) Auditorium in the Praya-
graj Mela Authority to review the
preparations for the event.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minis-

W = &on L5
ter, during his visit to Prayagraj
would inspect the steel bridge
built parallel to the Ganga Setu
while doing a ground inspection
of various routes.

Yogi Adityanath has already
extended an invitation for the
Mahakumbh 2025 to President
Droupadi Murmu, Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar and
other dignitaries to attend the

event.

The Mahakumbh held once
every 12 years, is scheduled to
begin on January 13 and con-
clude on February 26, 2025, in
Prayagraj.

The main bathing festival,
known as the “Shahi Snan”
(royal baths), will take place on
January 14 (Makar Sankranti),
January 29 (Mauni Amavasya),

and February 3 (Basant Pan-
chami).

As part of the preparations
for the Mahakumbh Mela
2025, Uttar Pradesh Police
will use underwater drones for
enhanced security.

The Maha Kumbh 2025 will
showcase a vibrant display of
India’s cultural diversity from
January 10 to February 24. The
Uttar Pradesh Culture Depart-
ment is finalising preparations
to present the rich folk arts of
India during this period, a press
release stated.

The Culture Department will
set up 20 small stages at key
locations across Prayagraj,
allowing tourists, devotees, and
locals to experience the coun-
try’s diverse cultural heritage
over 45 days. Folk dance forms
from various states across India
will be performed on these
stages.

BJP accuses Kejriwal of using children for his
‘cheap, dirty’ politics

NEW DELHI, Dec 31
(Agencies): The BJP on
Tuesday accused Aam
Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal of using
children for political
gains, charging him with
practising “petty, cheap
and dirty” politics.

Addressing a press
conference, BJP
national spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia said
Delhi’s ruling party has
not taken down a post,
which shows some chil-
dren raising pro-Kejriw-
al slogans, despite the
National Human Rights
Commission raising
serious concerns on the
matter.

Such a depiction of
children is a violation of
the Juvenile Act and the
Election Commission
guidelines, he said.

“Kejriwal and Chief
Minister Atishi are not

sparing even children.
They are violating the
dignity of children. Is it
because Kejriwal knows
that he is losing the elec-
tions in Delhi,” Bhatia
asked.

He asked why Kejri-
wal was “playing with
young and impression-
able minds for his petty,
cheap and dirty politics”.

The BJP, he claimed,
will ensure that the
“destroyer of children
and a hater of children”
is thrown out of power.
He accused the AAP
government of convert-
ing school toilets into
classrooms for children
and deliberately fail-
ing students in Class 9
and Class 11 to ensure
higher pass percent-
ages in Class 10 and
Class 12.

He added that people
will celebrate “Happi-

ness Utsav” — a Delhi
government initiative to
commemorate the ‘Hap-
piness Curriculum’ in its
schools — by teaching
the AAP a lesson in the
upcoming polls.

The AAP government
opened no new school
despite promising over
500 of them, and is
behind the vacancy of
almost 80 per cent post
of teachers, he alleged.

Bhatia dubbed Kejri-
wal’'s announcement of

orarium to temple and
gurudwara priests as
yet another “false prom-
ise” by the AAP, claiming
the former chief minister
knows that his “political
life” is coming to an end.

Until recently his gov-
ernment was opening
liquor shops outside
religious places, he said.

The BJP spokes-
person noted that the
AAP government has
also promised a similar

Rs 18,000 monthly hon-

amount to imams but
has not paid them for
17 months. “There has
been no bigger fraud
and deceitful politician
in India than him,” he
alleged.

Asked about the Con-
gress’ charge that the
BJP government at the
Centre has disrespected
former prime minister
Manmohan Singh, the
BJP leader hit back at
the opposition party’s
“insult” of former PM P V
Narasimha Rao, saying
it did not even allow his
cremation in the national
capital.

There has been a
bitter war of words
between the Congress
and the ruling BJP over
arrangements at Singh’s
funeral and over the set-
ting up of a memorial to
the ex-PM.

10 men, headed to national park for trekking, attacked by
bees in Maharashtra’s Thane

THANE, Dec 31 (Agencies): Ten men, all
of whom are 18 years of age, were attacked
by a swarm of bees in Maharashtra’s Thane
while they had gone for trekking in Sanjay
Gandhi National Park, police said.

Following the attack, the men lost their way
and went inside the Yeoor forest, about 4 km
away from the national park, fearing that they
could be stung by bees again, according to

the police.

One of them called up the police and
informed them about their situation.

The disaster department of the Thane
Municipal Corporation was also informed
about the incident, after which a team of
police, municipal corporation employees and
disaster team personnel of the corporation
reached the spot.

The police team and the disaster team
personnel rescued the men trapped in the
forest in an operation that spanned nearly

two hours.

Of the ten men attacked, seven of them
were handed over to their families and three

were undergoing treatment at a private hos-
pital in the city, police said.

Police are investigating whether the men
had gone to the Yeoor forest with or with-
out permission. Entry into the forest located

within a national park requires permission

from the authorities.
It is being speculated that the men veered
into the forest secretly.

Police also noted the names and addresses

the incident.

of the men and informed their families about

Poor, deprived suffering brunt of
‘Manuvaad’ under BJP: Kharge

NEW DELHI, Dec 31
(Agencies): Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Tuesday
accused the BJP gov-
ernments at the Centre
and the states of having
a mindset against the
deprived sections of
society who are suffer-
ing because of the brunt
of ‘Manuvaad’.

In a post in Hindi on
X, Kharge alleged that
Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah insults
Babasaheb Dr BR
Ambedkar in Parliament
and the same mindset
against the deprived is
being repeated in the
BJP ruled states.

He claimed that in
the last two days — a
Dalit youth is mur-
dered in police custody
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dewas and the tribal
women are tied to trees
and beaten in Balasore,

Odisha.

“In Bhiwani, Haryana,
a Dalit girl student is
forced to commit sui-
cide after being unable
to pay her BA exam
fees. In Palghar, Maha-
rashtra, a tribal pregnant
woman has to travel 100
kilometers in search of
ICU and dies.”

“In Muzaffarnagar,
Uttar Pradesh, three
Dalit families are forced
to migrate because of
caste-based attacks
on them and the police
remains silent,” he
claimed.

“It is well known that
atrocities are being com-
mitted against Dalits,
tribals, backward and
minority communities
under the ‘anti-constitu-
tional rule’ of the Modi
government. Those who
are poor and deprived
are suffering the brunt
of Manuvaad,” the Con-

. d

gress chief alleged.

He said a crime is
committed every hour
against Dalit-tribal
women and children,
and according to the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), this
figure has doubled since
2014.

“The Congress Party
will not allow the con-
stitutional rights of 140
crore Indians to be vio-
lated and will continue
to oppose the anti-con-
stitutional thinking of the
BJP-RSS,” Kharge said.

A 35-year-old Dalit
man Mukesh Longre
died on Saturday after
being called to Satwas
Police Station in Madhya
Pradesh for questioning
in a complaint submitted
against him by a woman
on December 26. This
triggered protests from
his kin, who alleged
murder.

Separately, Union
Minister Ramdas Atha-
wale on Monday alleged
that Dalit man Som-
nath Suryavanshi was
assaulted in a police
lock-up in Parbhani,
Maharashtra, leading to
his death.

The Odisha Police
arrested three persons
on charges of assaulting
two women over alle-
gations that they were
attempting religious
conversion of some
tribal families in Bala-
sore district.
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Russian missile, drone attack on Ukraine hits 2 policemen killed in attack
multiple targets, including Kyiv

Ukraine has lost, approximately, half of its energy infrastructure to the war as

relentless attacks from Russia continue

KYIV, Dec 31 (Agencies):
Russia launched an aerial

attack on Ukraine on Tuesday,
striking the capital and other
regions with multiple missiles

and drones.

Ukraine’s air force reported
a ballistic missile threat at 3
am (0100 GMT), with at least
two explosions heard in Kyiv
minutes later. Another missile
alert was issued at 8 am fol-
lowed by at least one explo-
sion in the city. Missile debris
fell in the Darnytskyi district
of the capital with no reports
of casualties or damage, the
local administration said.

Authorities in the northeast-
ern Sumy region reported
strikes near the city of Shost-
ka, where the mayor, Mykola
Noha, said 12 residential
buildings had been damaged
as well as two educational
facilities. He said some “social

detail.

infrastructure objects” were
destroyed, without providing

The air force also reported
missiles and drones targeting
several other regions of Ukraine.

Around half of Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure has been
destroyed during the war, and

12 people killed in a road accident
in Pakistan’s Sindh

KARACHI, Dec 31
(Agencies): At least 12
people, including eight
members of the same
family, were killed when
a bus collided with a
trailer on the National
Highway in the south-
ern Sindh province of
Pakistan.

The passenger bus
carrying a wedding
party was returning
from Hyderabad when
the accident took place
near Moro on Monday
night, Deputy Commis-
sioner Arsalan Saleem
Hyderabad said.

“There were around
20 people in the wed-
ding party and 12 were
killed,” he said.

One of the dead, a
young girl, who was
badly injured in the

accident, succumbed to
her injuries in a hospital
in Karachi on Tuesday
morning.

Saleem said eight of
the deceased belonged
to the family of a promi-
nent doctor.

A doctor at the Moro
government hospital
said the condition of
five of the injured was
critical and they were

moved to Nawabshah
and Karachi for better
care.

The driver of the trailer
who hit the bus fled from
the scene.

Road accidents in
Pakistan are common
because of reckless
driving, poor condition
of vehicles, damaged
roads, and untrained
drivers.

rolling electricity blackouts are
common and widespread.
Kyiv’'s Western allies have
provided air defence systems
to help Ukraine protect critical
infrastructure, but Russia has
sought to overwhelm its air
defences with combined strikes
involving large numbers of mis-

siles and drones.
Russian attacks come as

uncertainty looms over the
course of the nearly three-year
conflict. US President-elect
Donald Trump, who takes office
next month, has vowed to end
the war and has thrown into
doubt whether vital US military
support for Kyiv will continue.

On Monday, President Joe
Biden announced that the
United States will send an addi-
tional USD 2.5 billion in weap-
ons to Ukraine as his adminis-
tration works quickly to spend
all the money it has available to
help Kyiv fight off Russia before
Trump takes office.

Russia has held the initia-
tive this year as its military
has steadily rammed through
Ukrainian defences in the east
in a series of slow but steady
offensives.

on checkpost in Pak’s restive
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

PESHAWAR, Dec
31 (Agencies): Two
policemen were killed
and another injured in
an attack by unidenti-
fied assailants in Paki-
stan’s restive north-
western Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province early
Tuesday, police said.

The attack occurred
in Daraban Kalan,
bordering South
Waziristan.

The unidentified
assailants managed
to escape. Police have

cordoned off the area
and started a search
operation.

Splinter groups of
the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban (TTP) are very
active in Daraban area
and frequently target
security forces.

According to many
eyewitnesses, the Tali-
ban takes control of the
roads in the district usu-
ally in the evening and
start checking vehicles
on roads.

According to an offi-

cial report released on
Monday, security forces
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
killed 270 terrorists in
2024, including high-
profile militants with
bounties on their heads.

The provincial police
arrested 802 suspects
during operations, with
the conviction rate in
terrorism cases rising
significantly from 13
per cent last year to 38
per cent, according to
the report of the police
department issued by
the provincial Director-
ate of Information.

Of the 270 terrorists
killed, 32 were individu-
als with bounties on
their heads.

The report also high-
lighted the heavy toll on
security personnel, with
149 police officers killed,
and 232 injured in the
line of duty this year.

Chinese hackers breach US treasury department
through thlrd-party software provider

WASHINGTON, Dec
31 (Agencies): Chi-
nese hackers remotely
accessed several US
Treasury Depart-
ment workstations and
unclassified documents
after compromising a
third-party software
service provider, the
agency said.

The department did
not provide details on
how many workstations
had been accessed or
what sort of documents
the hackers may have
obtained, but it said in
a letter to lawmakers
revealing the breach
that “at this time there
is no evidence indicat-
ing the threat actor has
continued access to
Treasury information.” It
said the hack was being

investigated as a “major
cybersecurity incident.”
“Treasury takes very
seriously all threats
against our systems,
and the data it holds,” a
department spokesper-
son said in a separate
statement. “Over the
last four years, Trea-
sury has significantly
bolstered its cyber

China defends Covid-19 data sharing, says ‘did
not hold any information back’

BEIJING, Dec 31
(Agencies): Beijing
insisted on Tuesday that
it had shared informa-
tion on Covid-19 “with-
out holding anything
back”, after the World
Health Organization
implored China to offer
more data and access
to understand the dis-
ease’s origins. Covid-
19, which first emerged
in the central Chinese
city of Wuhan in Decem-
ber 2020, went on to kill
millions of people, shred
economies and over-
whelm health systems.

The WHO published
a statement on Monday
saying it was a “moral
and scientific impera-
tive” for China to share
more information.

In response, China
defended its transpar-
ency, saying it had made

the “largest contribution
to global origin tracing
research”.

“Five years ago...
China immediately
shared epidemic infor-
mation and viral gene
sequence with the WHO
and the international
community,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman
Mao Ning said.

“Without holding any-
thing back, we shared
our prevention, control
and treatment experi-
ence,” she told report-
ers at a regular press
briefing. But over the
course of the pandem-
ic, the WHO repeat-
edly criticised Chinese
authorities for their lack
of transparency and
cooperation.

A team of specialists
led by the WHO and
accompanied by Chi-

nese colleagues con-
ducted an investigation
into the pandemic’s ori-
gins in early 2021.

In a joint report, they
favoured the hypothesis
that the virus had been
transmitted by an inter-
mediary animal from a
bat to a human, possibly
at a market.

A team has not been
able to return to China
since, and WHO officials
have repeatedly asked
for additional data.

Mao said Tuesday that
“more and more clues”
pointed “to Covid-19’s
origins having a global
scope”. China was “will-
ing to continue working
with various parties to
promote global scien-
tific origin tracing, and
to make active efforts to
prevent potential infec-
tious diseases in the

future”, she said.

Pandemic prepared-
ness

This month, WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said “the world would
still face some of the
same weaknesses and
vulnerabilities that gave
Covid-19 a foothold five
years ago’, if a new pan-
demic emerged today.

“But the world has also
learnt many of the pain-
ful lessons the pandem-
ic taught us, and has
taken significant steps to
strengthen its defences
against future epidem-
ics and pandemics,” he
said.

In December 2021,
spooked by the devas-
tation caused by Covid,
countries decided to
start drafting an accord
on pandemic preven-

tion, preparedness and
response.

The WHO’s 194
member states nego-
tiating the treaty have
agreed on most of what
it should include, but
are stuck on the prac-
ticalities. A key fault
line lies between West-
ern nations with major
pharmaceutical indus-
try sectors and poorer
countries wary of being
sidelined when the next
pandemic strikes.

While the outstand-
ing issues are few, they
include the heart of the
agreement: the obliga-
tion to quickly share
emerging pathogens,
and then the pandemic-
fighting benefits derived
from them such as vac-
cines. The deadline for
the negotiations is May
2025.

defense, and we will
continue to work with
both private and public
sector partners to pro-
tect our financial system
from threat actors.” The
revelation comes as US
officials are continuing
to grapple with the fall-
out of a massive Chi-
nese cyberespionage
campaign known as Salt

Typhoon that gave offi-
cials in Beijing access
to private texts and
phone conversations of
an unknown number of
Americans. A top White
House official said
Friday that the number
of telecommunications
companies affected by
the hack has now risen
to nine.

The Treasury Depart-
ment said it learned
of the problem at the
agency on December
8, when a third-party
software service pro-
vider, BeyondTrust,
flagged that hackers
had stolen a key used by
the vendor that helped
them override the ser-
vice’s security and gain
remote access to sev-

eral employee worksta-
tions.

The compromised
service has since
been taken offline, and
there’s no evidence
that the hackers still
have access to depart-
ment information, Aditi
Hardikar, an assistant
Treasury secretary, said
in the letter Monday to
leaders of the Senate
Banking Committee.

The department said
it was working with the
FBI and the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency to
investigate the scope of
the hack, and that the
hack had been attrib-
uted to Chinese state-
sponsored culprits. It
did not elaborate.

Elon Musk changes his name on
X to Kekius Maximus

S

WASHINGTON, Dec
31 (Agencies): Tech
titan Elon Musk will now
be known as “Kekius
Maximus” on X, and
he has also replaced
his profile picture with
the popular “Pepe the
Frog” meme. Musk’s
profile image shows
Pepe dressed as a war-
rior and holding a video
game joystick.

Musk, known for his
quirky antics and posts
on X, did not give any

reason behind the
sudden name change.
However, he has recent-
ly been posting on the
meme coin Kekius
Maximus, which has
attracted attention from
investors in the crypto-
currency market.

After Musk changed
his name on X, the
memecoin Kekius Maxi-
mus (KEKIUS) skyrock-
eted over 500% in just a
few hours, according to
CoinGecko data.

Meme coins are cryp-
tocurrencies that are
inspired by internet
memes or trends. A
couple of years ago,
Musk made the Shiba
Inu-inspired Dogecoin
a popular player in the
meme coin market after
frequently tweeting
about it.

While there is no such
character called Kekius
Maximus, it is based on
the fusion of the popular
‘Pepe the Frog’ charac-
ter with the character of
Maximus from the movie
‘Gladiator’. Maximus
was a Roman general
and his role was played
by Russell Crowe in the
2000 movie.

‘Pepe the Frog’, which
is infamously used by
alt-right groups in the
US, is mostly seen as a
hate symbol.

South korea court issues arrest warrant for impeached president yoon

SEOUL, Dec 31
(Agencies): A South
Korean court issued
a warrant to arrest the
impeached President
Yoon Suk-yeol and
search the presiden-
tial residence, the joint
investigation unit said
Tuesday.

The investigation unit,
consisting of Corruption
Investigation Office for
High-ranking Officials

(ClO), National Office
of Investigation (NOI)
and the defense minis-
try’s investigation head-
quarters, said in a short
notice that the issuance
of arrest and search
warrants against Yoon
was confirmed earlier in
the morning.

The unit added that
no schedule was set for
the execution of the war-
rants, which in normal

cases are valid for one
week from the date of
issuance. It marked the
first time in the country’s
modern history that an
arrest warrant was
issued against a sitting
president.

The joint investigation
unit requested the war-
rants against Yoon to
the Seoul Western Dis-
trict Court on insurrec-
tion and other charges

the previous day.

The unit asked Yoon
to appear for question-
ing three times on Dec.
18, Dec. 25 and Dec.
29, but the impeached
leader refused to
receive summonses
and submit documents
for the appointment of
his defense counsel.

Yoon’s side submit-
ted written opinion and
appointed defense

counsel to the Seoul
Court just hours after
the request for issuance
of the warrants.

Yoon was named by
investigative agencies
as a suspected ring-
leader on insurrection
charge. Yoon said in a
televised address on
Dec. 12 that he will not
avoid his legal and politi-
cal responsibility for the
martial law that was

declared by Yoon on the
night of Dec. 3 but was
revoked by the National
Assembly hours later.
The impeachment
motion against Yoon
was passed in the
National Assembly on
Dec. 14 and was deliv-
ered to the constitutional
court to deliberate it for
up to 180 days, during
which Yoon’s power is
suspended.
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CEC concludes visit to Bylakuppe, engages with Tibetan
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LEH, Dec 31: The
Chairman/CEC of the
LAHDC Leh, Adv. Tashi
Gyalson, completed a
successful two-day visit
to Bylakuppe, South
India.

The visit, which began
on December 29, was
marked by meaningful
engagements with sev-
eral Tibetan monastic
institutions, monastic
leaders, and Ladakhi
students studying in the
region. During the visit,
CEC Gyalson reaffirmed
his continued support for
the Tibetan community’s
spiritual and educational
welfare.

The visit commenced
with a warm reception at
the Tashi Lhunpo Mon-
astery, where represen-
tatives from the monas-
tery, Tibetan Settlement
Officers, Tibetan Youth
Congress, Tibetan Wom-
en’s Association, and
other Tibetan organiza-
tions greeted the CEC.

The reception under-
scored the strong bond

between the Ladakhi

and Tibetan communi-
ties.

CEC Gyalson met with
Khen Rinpoche and
H.E. Kilkhang Rinpoche
to discuss the upcom-
ing visit of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama and
conducted a site visit in
preparation for this sig-
nificant event.

Following this, the CEC
visited Namdroling Mon-
astery (Golden Temple)
of the Nyingma tradi-
tion, meeting with H.E.
Rinpoche to discuss the
monastery’s activities.

He also met with
Ladakhi monks studying
there, addressing their

concerns and assuring
them of his support. A
productive discussion
was held in the evening
with Khenzur Rinpoche
and other prominent
members at Tashi
Lhunpo Monastery,
focusing on the welfare
of the monks, scholar-
ships, and other critical
issues.

On the second day,
CEC Gyalson visited
Serajey and Seramey
Monasteries, where he
was warmly received by
the monastic heads and
Ladakhi students.

At Sera Mey Monastic
University and Sera Jey
Monastic Institute, he

engaged with the stu-
dents, addressing key
concerns such as Bhoti
language, scholarship
programs, and overall
development. The stu-
dents expressed their
gratitude for his contin-
ued support of their edu-
cation.

A special program was
held at Sera Thekchen-
ling Lachi Monastery,
where the CEC met
with Khen Rinpoches
and Ladakhi monks to
discuss important mat-
ters related to the com-
munity’s welfare. He
also visited Gyudmed
Tantric University in
Hunsur, engaging with

resentatives to discuss
issues affecting the mon-
astery and its students.

The visit also included
a meeting with Tibetan
Settlement Officers,
where important discus-
sions were held regard-
ing the governance
and welfare of Tibetan
monastic institutions.
CEC Gyalson conclud-
ed his visit by paying
homage to the relic of
the late H.E. Chosje
Ayang Rinpoche at his
monastery and assuring
the Ladakhi monks of his
continued support.

The visit was hailed
as a resounding suc-
cess, strengthening the
ties between Ladakh
and Tibetan Buddhist
institutions. Participants
expressed their appre-
ciation for the CEC'’s
engagement and his
ongoing commitment to
supporting educational
programs, scholarships,
and other developmental
initiatives.

Bukido Association of J&K organizes

op

JAMMU, Dec 31: The
Bukido Association
of Jammu & Kashmir
hosted the inaugural 1st
J&K UT Bukido Cham-
pionship 2024 at Kotli
Bhawan Hall, Rehari,
Jammu. The event was
a resounding success,
with over 130 athletes
participating from five
districts across Jammu
and Kashmir, showcas-
ing their exceptional
skills and passion for
this unique martial art
form.

The closing ceremo-
ny was a grand affair,
graced by several dig-
nitaries.

Arun Khanna, a
renowned social activ-
ist and Chairman of
the Health & Sanitation
Committee of Jammu
Municipal Corporation
was the Chief Guest
and Gul-E-Surkhab, an
International Ju-Jitsu

1st J&K UT Bukido C’ship 2024

Player and recipient
of the prestigious Khel
Ratna Award 2024 and
Pankaj Dutta, National
Powerlifting Coach and
Owner of Fitness Planet
Gym were the Guests of
Honour while Jasleen
Kour was the Special
Guest on the occasion.

The championship
represented a signifi-
cant milestone in the
promotion of Bukido
Martial Arts within
Jammu and Kashmir,
aiming to inspire and
motivate young athletes
to take up this dynamic
discipline.

The event highlighted
the remarkable talent of
local practitioners and
showcased the growing
interest in martial arts in
the region.

During his address,
Arun Khanna com-
mended the efforts of
the Bukido Association
of J&K for organizing

such a prestigious
event.

He encouraged the
athletes to continue
pursuing excellence in
their respective sports
careers. The Guests
of Honour, Gul-E-Sur-
khab and Pankaj Dutta,
emphasized the values
of discipline, dedica-
tion, and physical fitness
that martial arts instill in
individuals, highlighting
their importance in per-
sonal and professional
growth.

The Bukido Associa-
tion of J&K expressed
its gratitude to all the
participants, guests, and
supporters who contrib-
uted to the success of
the championship.

The event not only
celebrated the spirit of
sportsmanship but also
laid a strong foundation
for the future growth
and development of
Bukido Martial Arts in
the region.

GDC Thannamandi
celebrates New Year

by plantation drive

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, Dec 31: The Department of Botany
in collaboration with Campus Beautification Committee
of Government Degree College Thannamandi orga-
nized a plantation drive to celebrate New Year as part
of Viksit Bharat @2047 Abhiyan here on Tuesday.

One Day plantation drive organized under the patron-
age of Prof. (Dr.) Farooq Ahmed, Principal of the Col-
lege, on this occasion wherein students of Botany
Department including Nursery and Gardening were
involved in raising beds and plantation of seasonal
plants. Dr. Ashaq Malik, Head, Department of Botany
and Prof. Fatima Parveen Convener, Campus Beauti-
fication Committee at GDC Thannamandi co-ordinated

the event.

While terming plantation the best way to welcome
New Year 2025, Prof. Farooq Ahmed emphasized
upon the need to plant more and more plants on every
occasion to conserve biodiversity, environment and
more importantly combat climate change. He appreci-
ated the enthusiasm of the organizing team, especially
the budding botanists towards this green celebration
and expressed hope for more such plantation drives

in the upcoming year.

The program aimed to inspire students and faculty to
understand practical aspects of Botany as well as draw
deeper connections with biodiversity and environment
conservation besides developing a cavernous sense
of belongingness towards their college campus and
making it more green, attractive, lively and beautiful.

The organizing team included Dr. Ashaq Malik, Prof.
Fatima Parveen, Anuj Bali, Dr. Ather Aziz Raina, Prof.
Rumy Dar, Dr. Nagina Kosser, Prof. Rizwana Kouser,
Dr. Showkat Ahmed and Sarfaraz Ahmed. Prominent
among others who participated in the green campus
drive include Dr. Abdul Haque Naimi, Dr. Asif Aijaz
Lone, Dr. Nazar Ul Islam, Dr. Gulshan Rashid Bhat,
Dr. Shiraz Ahmed and Dr. Mudasir Gori.

Top News Ré:];;ort

KISHTWAR, Dec 31:
The Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Kishtwar, Rajesh
Kumar Shavan, conducted
a comprehensive visit to
the District Hospital, the
town, and Its Peripheral
Areas to review the situa-
tion following recent snow-
fall in the district.

The DC assessed the
healthcare facilities and
medical services being pro-
vided to patients at the Dis-

138
X

trict Hospital Kishtwar. He
interacted with the Medical
Superintendent (DH Kisht-
war), hospital and reviewed
the availability of essential
medicines, medical equip-
ment, and other resources.

The DC reiterated the
need to provide quality
healthcare services, par-
ticularly during the chal-
lenging winter season.

In the town area, the DC
inspected the post-snow-
fall conditions, focusing on
road clearance, power res-

to assess preparedness

toration, and other public
amenities.

He directed the Executive
Officer (EO) Municipality to
ensure efficient snow clear-
ance and improve sanita-
tion in the town. Special
instructions were issued
to maintain strict vigilance
against land encroach-
ments.

The DC also visited the
Chowgan Ground, Kisht-
war, to assess its condi-
tion after the snowfall. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of timely mainte-
nance to preserve the
ground’s usability and cul-
tural significance.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was accompanied
by ADC Kishtwar Pawan
Kotwal, CEO KDA Rishi
Kumar Sharma, EO
Municipality/Deputy Reg-
istrar Cooperatives Mirza
Mumtaz Igbal, MS DH
Kishtwar Yudhveer Singh
Kotwal and other senior
officers.

Winter vacation for paramedical institutions in
J&K to commence from Jan 1

JAMMU, Dec 31 (Agencies): The
Office of the Chairperson of the State
Allied and Healthcare Council, J&K, has
announced the winter vacation sched-
ule for paramedical training institutions

in the region.

According to an official circular, all
paramedical institutions, including
paramedical colleges in Kashmir Divi-
sion, will observe winter vacations from
January 1, 2025, to February 28, 2025.

For Jammu Division, the vacation
period will be from January 1, 2025, to

January 15, 2025.

It reads as, the schedule aligns with

2017.

the yearly activity calendar issued by
the government under Order No. 691-
HME of 2017, dated December 22,

The circular also stressed that exami-

nations scheduled during the vacation

period must proceed as planned. Heads
of institutions have been instructed to
ensure compliance with this directive.
Similarly, it is also clarified that the
vacation period does not apply to teach-
ing and non-teaching staff or students
engaged in clinical postings. The coun-

cil has urged all institutions to adhere

strictly to the orders.

KDP Wing of DPAP congratulates
people on New Year 2025

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: The
KDP Wing of the Dem-
ocratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP), led
by prominent leaders
including Sh. Sanjay
Dhar (President), Piaray
Lal Pandita (Chairman),
Roop Krishen Koul (Vice
President), Gowhar
Wani (Spokesperson),
Raj Kumar Ticku (Gen-
eral Secretary), Daizy
Dhar (Mahila Wing
President), Vijay Kari-
halu (Vice President,
Kashmir), Renu Razdan
(Mahila Working Presi-
dent), Anjali Pandita
(Mahila Unit President,
Jagti), Avtar Krishen
Ladhoo (Unit President,

Jagti), Ravinder Singh
(Secretary), Charan-
jeet Singh (Publicity
Secretary), A.K. Koul
(Secretary), and Vinkle
Kitroo (Unit President,
Trt Nagrota), have
extended their heartfelt
congratulations to the
people of India, par-
ticularly the citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir, on
the occasion of the New
Year 2025.

The leaders expressed
their hope that the new
year brings peace, pros-
perity, and happiness to
all, especially the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
They prayed for the well-
being and good health of
every citizen and wished
for a year filled with joy

and smiles.

In their message, the
leaders also called for
the Government of India
and the Government of
Jammu & Kashmir to
prioritize the resettle-
ment and rehabilitation
of Kashmiri Displaced
Hindus. The community,
which has endured thir-
ty-three years of exile,
has suffered greatly, and
the leaders emphasized
the need for justice and
action to ensure their
return to the Valley.

The DPAP leaders
concluded their mes-
sage by praying that the
Almighty brings happi-
ness to the people of the
country, especially those
who have faced hard-
ships over the years.
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" To terrorists Killed this
year in Jammu and
Kashmir

“Neighbouring Pakistan is making all
attempts to push terrorists on the Indian
side into the Jammu and Kashmir but the
security forces have foiled all their nefari-
ous designs,” they said.

They added that between the period of
January and December this year, secu-
rity forces have neutralised 75 terrorists
in different encounters and operations
besides foiling infiltration attempts across
the Jammu and Kashmir.

“Pakistan is still trying to push large
number of terrorists to carry out terror inci-
dents but alert security forces have suc-
cessfully eliminated them,” they added.

Out of total 75, 17 terrorists were killed
while trying to infiltrate from the Line of
Control (LOC) and International Border
(IB), adding they said, “as per the official
data, the maximum number of 14 Pakistani
terrorists have been killed in Baramulla in
nine encounters.”

updates were received post-snowfall,”
he said.

Wani highlighted that the Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah chose to remain in the
Kashmir Valley during the snowfall, ensur-
ing direct supervision of relief and resto-

ration efforts. “For the first time, electric-
ity was restored within no time this year,”
Wani added, appreciating the efforts of the
administration.

New Year | Maintain
road discipline, and
avoid journeys in case
of bad weather: SSP
Rohit Baskotra

the people visiting to celebrate, a Traffic
advisory has been issued,” he said.

He added that as per the advisory, the
general public is requested to maintain
road discipline and avoid their journey in
case of bad weather vagaries.

“Avoid drink and drive, use of mobile
phones, stunt biking, triple ridding, under-
age driving and overloading for safety
and security of the commuters,” read an
advisory further stating that do not plan
journey towards landslides, shooting stone
and other mudslides areas especially on
Jammu-Srinagar National Highway and
in other hilly terrains of District Udham-
pur, Reasi, Doda, Ramban and Kishtwar
respectively.

The drivers will ensure proper safe trans-
portation plans for commuters before their
journey and not violate any Traffic Rules
and Regulations.

“People traveling on hilly snow areas are
advised to fix anti-skid chains preferably
in all tires or in cross be affixed and park
vehicles without hampering the routine traf-
fic,” it read and asked to deal and cooper-
ate politely with the traffic officials deployed

for duty.

Cyher Gell Ganderhal
recovers Rs 16 lakh
worth of smartphones
in 9 months

media account hacking have been
resolved and victims of these crimes have
breathed a sigh of relief, the spokesperson
said.

The spokesperson added that a small
and quaint meeting was conducted today
wherein 13 mobile phones were distributed
to the victims who thanked the efforts of
Ganderbal Police.

Speaking on the occasion, SSP Gander-
bal Raghav S assured 100 percent efforts
in curbing the cybercrimes and requested
the public to come forward with complaints
and assured that it will be dealt with all
sincerity and sensitivity.

The SSP also informed the establish-
ment of the 24x7 Cyber helpline number
9541786772 for Ganderbal, which will be
available to public for assistance in any
cyber related issue.

Farmers Protest: SC
defers hearing on shift-
ing Dallewal to hospital,

Punjah says negotiations
On

It recorded the submissions of Singh and

adjourned the hearing on the matter.

Earlier on December 28, the top court
came down heavily on the Punjab govern-
ment for not shifting Dallewal to a hospital
even as it doubted the intention of the agi-
tating farmers for resisting availability of
medical aid to their septuagenarian leader.

Dallewal has been on an indefinite fast at
the Khanauri border point between Punjab
and Haryana since November 26 to press
the Centre to accept the farmers’ demands,
including a legal guarantee of minimum
support price for crops.

The farmers under the banner of Samyuk-
ta Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha have been camping at
Shambhu and Khanauri border points
between Punjab and Haryana since Feb-
ruary 13 after their march to Delhi was
stopped by the security forces.

Moderate snowfall
during first week of Jan
over J&K: MeT

previous night. This was 0.9°C below
average for the summer capital of Jammu
and Kashmir during the period.

The ski resort of Gulmarg remained the
coldest place with the night temperature
further plummeting on Tuesday and record-
ed at -11.5°C against the -10.0 a day ago.
This was 5.6°C below the average for the
valley of meadows in north Kashmir during
this period of the season.

There was a slight improvement in night
temperature at the tourist spot of Pahal-
gam recorded a low of -8.4°C against the
-9.2°C the previous night and this was
3.2°C below normal for the valley of shep-

herds in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district
on Tuesday. The Picnic spot of Kokernag
further plunged to a low of -5.6°C on Tues-
day against the -2.4°C a day ago and it was
2.9°C below normal for the south Kashmir
destination.

Qazigund also witnessed a significant
drop and recorded at -7.5°C on Tuesday
against the -2.8°C on Monday. This was
4.8°C below normal for the gateway to
Kashmir on Srinagar-Jammu National
highway in South Kashmir.

The night temperature at the frontier
Kashmir district of Kupwara in north Kash-
mir stayed at 0.1°C for the second con-
secutive day on Tuesday and this was
3.1°C above normal for the border district
during this period of the season, the MeT
office said.

Kashmir reels under
intense cold wave, Sri-
nagar records -3.5 (10

Ganderbal recorded temperatures of
-4.4°C and -3.4°C, respectively. Mean-
while, Bandipora and Baramulla recorded
temperatures of -0.6°C and -4.0°C.

The Meteorological department predicts
a severe cold spell will grip the region over
the next 4-8 days.

According to the Meteorological depart-
ment, December 31st is expected to be
cold and dry. Starting January 1st, two con-
secutive Western Disturbances will bring
changes to J&K and surrounding areas.
1-2 Jan(Feeble WD):Light Snow at scat-
tered places during 1st evening to 2nd
morning. On 3-6 Jan(Moderate WD):Light
to moderate Snow at many places.
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Ahmed Taha Masoody shines at ath Junior World
Pencak Silat chamnmnsmn

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 31:
In a proud moment
for India, Ahmed Taha
Masoody, a young
martial artist from Sri-
nagar, brought laurels
to the nation by secur-
ing a bronze medal
at the prestigious 5th
Junior World Pencak
Silat Championship.
The championship was
held from 18th to 22nd
December 2024 at the
Sports City ADNEC
Center in Abu Dhabi,
UAE. The event saw
participation from 1,100
athletes representing
55 countries, making it
one of the most com-
petitive tournaments in
the sport.

Ahmed’s incredible
performance stood out
among a field of highly
skilled athletes from
across the globe. By
clinching the bronze
medal, he showcased
not only his talent but
also the growing pres-
ence of Indian athletes
in Pencak Silat on the
world stage.

This achievement was
made possible through

Ahmed’s unwavering
dedication, the unflinch-
ing support of his family,
and the guidance of his
coaches, especially
Mohd Igbal, the Coach
of the Pencak Silat Fed-
eration of India.

Igbal has been instru-
mental in identifying and
nurturing young talent
in the country. His men-
torship and encourage-
ment have played a piv-
otal role in Ahmed’s rise
as a prominent athlete in
the sport.

Ahmed’s success at
the world champion-
ship follows an excep-
tional performance in
November 2024, where
he secured four gold
medals in two nation-
al-level Pencak Silat
championships. These
back-to-back victories
at the national level
were a precursor to his
remarkable success on
the international stage,
cementing his reputa-
tion as one of the bright-
est young talents in the
sport.

Hailing from the pic-
turesque valley of Kash-
mir, Ahmed’s journey to
global recognition is a
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testament to resilience
and determination.
Despite facing chal-
lenges such as limited
facilities and resourc-
es in his home state,
Ahmed’s passion for
Pencak Silat, combined
with the support of his
family and coaches, has
propelled him to extraor-
dinary heights.

The championship,
organized under the
auspices of the inter-
national Pencak Silat
federation, was a grand
celebration of martial
arts. Athletes from tra-
ditional Pencak Silat
powerhouses such as
Indonesia, Malaysia,
Vietnam, and the Phil-

ippines dominated the
event. Despite this,
Ahmed showcased
exceptional skill, grit,
and determination to
secure his place on the
podium, earning admi-
ration and respect from
participants and specta-
tors alike.

Ahmed expressed his
gratitude to his family,
coaches, and Mohd
Igbal for their constant
support. “Winning a
medal at the world
championship has been
a dream come true. It
wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without the encour-
agement of my family
and the mentorship of
Igbal, who has been a

guiding light throughout
my journey,” he said.

Ahmed’s accomplish-
ments have brought
immense pride not only
to his family but also to
the entire nation. His
success is a source of
inspiration for count-
less young athletes,
particularly in Jammu
and Kashmir, where
his journey serves
as a reminder of the
immense potential wait-
ing to be harnessed.

As Ahmed contin-
ues to rise in the world
of Pencak Silat, his
achievements under-
line the importance of
nurturing young talent
and supporting athletes
at the grassroots level.
His story is a shining
example of how perse-
verance, passion, and
the right support system
can lead to global rec-
ognition.

With his determination
and talent, Ahmed Taha
Masoody is poised for
even greater achieve-
ments in the future,
bringing more glory to
India and inspiring the
next generation of ath-
letes.

Doda police arrests absconder
evadlng arrest s1nce last 9 years

Top News Report

DODA, Dec 31: Con-
tinuing its drive to
arrest wanted crimi-
nals, absconders, Doda
Police has arrested
another ABSCONDER
who was evading arrest
since last 09 years.

Giving details Police
said that one accused
namely Mohd Amran
Malla, son of Mohd
Afzal Malla, resident of
Harpura tehsil koker-
nag Distt anantnag was

involved in a theft case

FIR No.185/2014 under
Section 457/380 RPC
registered against him
in Police Station Doda
and finally the case was
Challaned in the year,
2015. The said accused
person was declared as
absconder by the court
of law and general war-
rant of arrest under
section 299 Cr.P.C was
issued against him.
But he was evading his
arrest since 2016.

On the directions of

SSP Doda, Sandeep
Mehta, a special team
was constituted headed
by Inspector Parvaiz
Ahmed khanday, SHO
Doda and duly assisted
by PSI Ankush Nagra.

The team gener-
ated sources and
after getting technical
lead tracked down the
absconder and final-
ly arrested him from
Jammu.

The accused person is
being produced before
the court of law.

Mentionable here
that Doda in a special
drive against the crimi-
nals has arrested (22)
absconders during the
current year including
arrest of (04) abscond-
ers during the month of
December-2024.

The SSP Doda in his
address has asked all
the accused persons
who are absconding
in different criminal
cases of district doda to
either surrender before
the concerned Hon’ble
courts and avoid humili-
ation or they will be
chased and arrested
and produced before
the Hon’ble courts
shortly.

SKAUST-K holds EAP on Sheep, Goat
health management at KVK Kulgam

Top News Report

KULGAM, Dec 31:
One day entrepreneur-
ship and skill devel-
opment on Feeding,
Breeding and Health
management of Sheep
and Goat was organized
by SKUAST-K in col-
laboration with Sheep
Husbandry Department
Kulgam here at KVK
Pombay area of South
Kashmiri’s Kulgam dis-
trict on Tuesday.

Programme was
aimed for skill upgrada-

tion of the sheep breed-
ers and it is satisfying
for them to see Sheep
Breeders participat-
ing in good numbers in
such programmes and
getting knowledge on
scientific animal rear-
ing.

Programme was
sponsored by Minis-
try of Micro Small and
Medium Entrepreneur-
ship, New Delhi in which
more than 100 Sheep
Breeders participated
and interacted with Dr
Parvaiz Ahmed Reshi,
Senior Scientist Animal

Nutrition), SKUAST-
K. Dr Zahoor Ahmed
Wani, Senior Scientist
(Veterinary Parasitol-
ogy), SKUAST-K. Dr
Muzamil Abdullah, Sci-
entist (Livestock Pro-
duction Management).
Dr Shahid, Scientist
(Animal Breeding). Dr
Adil Ahmed Dar, Sheep
Development officer,
Kulgam.

Chief Guest, Profes-
sor Manzoor Ganai.The
breeders hailed the
efforts of the SKUAST-
K for organising the pro-
gramme.

Essay writing competition on Chemistry in
Every Day Llfe held at GCW Udhampur

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Dec 31:
As part of departmental
activities, the Depart-
ment of Chemistry,
Government College for
Women (GCW) Udham-
pur organized two activi-
ties in the month of
December, 2024 under
the aegis of IQAC here
on Tuesday.

The activities were
organised under the
supervision of Dr. Indu
Khajuria, Head of the

Department of Chem-
istry.

The first event was an
essay writing competi-
tion on the topic “Chem-
istry in EveryDay Life”
for B.Sc. Semester-I stu-
dents in the Chemistry

Laboratory . Dr. Monika
Gupta (Associate Pro-
fessor) and Dr. Madhvi
Bhardwaj (Assistant
Professor) were judges
of the event.

The second event was
a one-day lecture by Dr.

Shubham Sharmain the

Department of Chem-
istry. The lecture was
delivered on the topic
“Nuclear and Industrial
Disasters”.

The results were
declared by Dr. Indu

Khajuria (HOD Chemis-
try). Vanshika, Anshika
and Varsha secured the
first, second and third
hird positions respec-
tively. Dr. Shubham
Sharma and Dr. Bilal
Ahmed contributed in
the smooth conduct of
the event.

Dr. Indu Khajuria (HOD
Chemistry), Dr. Monika
Gupta, Dr. Madhvi
Bhardwaj and Dr. Bilal
Ahmed were present
during the lecture.

GDC Darhal organizes seminar on directive principles
of state policy and fundamental rights and duties

Top News Report

DARHAL, Dec 31:
Government Degree
College (GDC) Darhal
held a one-day seminar
today focused on the
“Directive Principles of
State Policy and Fun-
damental Rights and
Duties in the Indian
Constitution.”

This event aimed
to enhance aware-
ness among students
regarding their rights
and responsibilities as
citizens of India, in line
with the Shikshit Bharat
initiative that seeks to
educate and empower
young minds about the
foundations of Indian
democracy and the
importance of constitu-

tional values.

The seminar provided
an engaging platform
for students to explore
the fundamental rights
enshrined in the Consti-
tution, including the right
to equality, freedom of
speech, and the right
to education, as well
as the essential duties
that accompany these
rights.

Special emphasis was
placed on understand-
ing the Directive Prin-
ciples of State Policy,
which guide the State
in ensuring social and
economic justice. Par-
ticipants gained a holis-
tic understanding of how
these rights, duties, and
principles shape their
roles as responsible

citizens.

Under the able guid-
ance of Principal Prof.
Zamir Mirza, who
chaired the event, Dr.
M. Saleem Wani served
as the resource person,
delivering key insights
throughout the ses-
sions.

The seminar also saw
enthusiastic participa-
tion from Dr. Taseem
Ahmed, Dr. Akhlaq
Ahmed, Dr. Anzaar
Ahmed, alongside
many other dedicated
teachers and students
who contributed to the
enriching discussions.

The event featured
distinguished speakers,
including legal experts,
educators, and repre-
sentatives from civil

society, who shared
valuable insights into
the constitutional frame-
work and its relevance
in contemporary soci-
ety.

Interactive sessions
encouraged active par-
ticipation among stu-
dents, allowing them
to ask questions and
engage in discussions
about real-life scenarios
that relate to their rights
and responsibilities.

This initiative reflects
GDC Darhal’'s com-
mitment to cultivating
informed, responsible,
and active citizenship
among its students. By
equipping them with
knowledge about their
fundamental rights,

duties, and the Direc-
tive Principles of State
Policy, the seminar
aimed to inspire a gen-
eration that not only
values democratic prin-
ciples but also takes
meaningful actions
toward contributing
positively to the nation.

A large number of stu-
dents and staff mem-
bers participated in the
Program.

Prominent among
others were Prof. Anzar
Ahmed, Dr. Shahid Nabi
Dar, Dr Mohd Shakeel
Kataria, Prof. Igbal
Ahmed, Prof. Sumina
Begum Prof. Rahul
Sangra, Dr. Mohd Sagir,
Dr.Atta ul Rehman and
Dr Muzamil.

Blanket donation drive held by NSS
unlt of GLDM GDC leanagar

Top News Report

HIRANAGAR, Dec 31:
Continuing the tradition
of spreading warmth
during the winter
season, GLDM GDC
Hiranagar organized a
Blanket Donation Drive
under the banner of “To
Share is Human,” led
by the NSS unit of the
college. The initiative
aimed to provide relief
to the underprivileged
amidst the chilly winter
weather, bringing com-

fort to those in need.
Faculty members of
the college actively
participated in the drive,
contributing generously
within their capacities
to support the noble
cause. The blankets
were distributed at
Ward No. 13, Deepak
Chowk, Hiranagar,
where the NSS volun-
teers reached out to the
community, ensuring
that those most in need
received the warmth
and comfort of a blan-

ket.

Dr. Pragya Khanna,
Principal of GLDM GDC
Hiranagar, commended
the efforts of the NSS
unit and the faculty for
their involvement in this
humanitarian initiative.
She emphasized the
importance of such
acts of kindness in fos-
tering a spirit of commu-
nity, compassion, and
empathy, particularly
during the harsh winter
months.

This heartfelt initia-
tive not only provided
physical comfort to the
underprivileged but also
reinforced the values of
sharing, humanity, and
social responsibility,
reminding everyone of
the power of collective
action in making a posi-
tive impact during chal-
lenging times.

Convenor of the Sparsh

She Motivated the stu-

Other Committee Mem-

Awareness programme on Cervical Cancer held at GCOE

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: An
awareness program on
Cervical Cancer and
HPV Vaccination was
held at Government
College of Education
(GCOE) Jammu. The
program was held under
the able guidance of
Principal Dr. Jyoti Pari-
har. The programme
was initiated with a brief
introduction to the topic
by Prof. Deepali Devi.

Dr. Davinder Kour,

Committee educated the
students about the haz-
ards of Cervical Cancer
and the importance of
HPV Vaccination for
women. She explained
that HPV is a Human
Pappilloma Virus
which causes Cervical
Cancer. In every two
minutes, one woman
died because of Cervi-
cal Cancer globally. In
India also, the mortality
rate of cervical cancer s
22 women per 100,000.

dents for this HPV Vac-
cination. Five students
agreed to undergo HPV
Vaccination. Pamphlets
were also distributed
to the Participants
Senior faculty members
Prof. Satish Sharma,
Prof. Prof. Anuradha
Choudary, Dr. Sushma
Bala, Dr. Shalini Rana,
Coordinator I1QAC,
were also present at the
event.

Prof. Kiran Thapa pro-
posed a vote of Thanks .

bers who were present
were Dr. Rakesh Bharti,
Prof. Sarita Dogra,
Prof. Roopa Kumari,
Dr. Shalini Sharma,
Dr. Ambica, Dr Sonam
Gandotra, and Stu-
dents committee mem-
bers Jaspreet Kour and
Bhagya Laxmi.

This awareness pro-
gram demonstrates the
college’s commitment
to promoting health
education and wellness
among its students.
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Rohit Sharma to quit Test Gricket, says report

Indian cricket team skipper Rohit Sharma is all set to announce his retirement after the

end of the ongoing five-match Test series against Australia, according to a report.

MELBOURNE, Dec 31 (Agen-
cies): Indian cricket team skip-
per Rohit Sharma is all set to
announce his retirement after
the end of the ongoing five-
match Test series against
Australia, according to a
report by Times Of India. The
report claimed that the BCCI
top brass and selectors have
already spoken about the deci-
sion and it is highly unlikely
that Rohit will be changing his
mind. While the exact time of
the announcement is not deter-
mined, the report said that it
will happen after the final Test

match in Sydney.

However, if India qualify for
the World Test Championship
(WTC) Final, Rohit may try to
convince the selectors to allow

him to stay.

India skipper Rohit Sharma
looked shattered as he con-
fessed to being “disturbed”
after the heavy loss to Australia

Virat’s

his form.

in the fourth Test here, saying
there are “things” that he needs
to address at a personal level
apart from the team’s collective
problems amid intense focus on

With 31 runs in six innings
across three Tests, the Indian
skipper’s tally is just one more

Vaishali wins World blitz
finals qualifier

NEW YORK, Dec
31 (Agencies): Indian
Grandmaster R Vaishali
showcased her skill by
winning the women’s
qualifier to advance to
the quarterfinals of the
World Blitz Champion-
ship here.

Following Koneru
Humpy’s stellar perfor-
mance, which earned
her the gold medal and
a prize of USD 60,000,
it was Vaishali’s turn to
impress her fans. She
triumphed in the wom-
en’s section, scoring 9.5
points, with three draws
on her way to a 9.5/11
performance.

Russian Kateryna
Lagno came closest
to Vaishali, scoring
8.5 points, while the
remaining six qualifiers
finished with an identi-
cal 8 points. Despite
meeting the points cri-
teria, Humpy was elimi-
nated due to the worst
tiebreaker, finishing
ninth.

In the open section,
ten players tied for first
place, including world
number one Magnus
Carlsen. Carlsen scored
when needed and drew
six of his 13 games,
finishing among the co-
leaders at the end of the
qualifiers.

Russian lan Nepom-
niachtchi won the quali-
fier with 9.5 points, ben-
efiting from the best
tiebreak, while Fabiano
Caruana of the United

L T A

States finished second,
ahead of Carlsen, who
placed third.

Surprisingly, none of
the Indians made the
top eight, despite some
early promising perfor-
mances.

Erigaisi Arjun played
brilliantly at the start,
securing victories in
the first five rounds but
faded to finish with a
subpar seven points.

R Praggnanandhaa
was the best-placed
Indian, with 8.5 points,
but a last-round loss to
Russian Daniil Dubov
cost him a spot in the
quarterfinals.

In the quarterfinals,
Vaishali will face Chi-
nese Grandmaster Zhu
Jiner.

Vaishali’s back-to-
back victories against
GMs Nana Dzagnidze
of Georgia and Valen-
tina Gunina of Russia in
rounds 7-8 provided the
necessary boost for the

Indian player to top the
event with ease.

Indian standings
open: R Pragnanand-
haa (8.5) — 23; Raunak
Sadhwani (8) 46; Arjun
Erigaisi (7) 64; Ara-
vindh Chithambaram
(7) 68; V Pranav (7) 67,
Women: R Vaishali (9.5)
1; KHumpy (8) 9; Divya
Deshmukh (7) 18; Van-
tika Agarwal (7) 19; D
Harika (7) 22.

The Qualifiers: Open:
1-8; lan Nepomniacht-
chi, Volodar Murzin
(Both Fide); Fabiano
Caruana, Hans Nie-
mann Moke, Wesley
So (all USA); Magnus
Carlsen (Nor); Duda
Jan-Kryzsztof (Pol); Ali-
reza Firoujza (Fra).

Women 1-8: R Vaish-
ali (Ind); Lei Tingjie,
Wenjun Ju, Zhu Jiner (all
Chn); Kateryna Lagno,
Valentina Gunina (Both
Fide); Carissa Yip (Usa)
Bibisara Assaubayeva
(Kaz).

than Jasprit Bumrah’s series
wicket-haul of 30. The clamour
for Test retirement have reached
a crescendo and Sydney could
be his final port of call in whites
but he doesn’t want to go out
without a fight.

Where does he stand as a
batter and as a captain? What

Carlsen says Anand, for all his good
qualities, isn’t ready for FIDE job

CHENNAI, Dec
31 (Agencies): The
Magnus Carlsen saga
has taken new twist.
A couple of days after
being disqualified from
the World Rapid Chess
championships in New
York for wearing jeans,
the former world cham-
pion took a dig at Indian
chess legend Viswana-
than Anand, who is a
deputy president in the
international chess fed-
eration (FIDE).

While speaking to an
online app, Carlsen
said the disqualification
was ‘draconian’ and
criticised the FIDE for
mishandling the issue.
He even said that there
was no grown-ups to
discuss with in FIDE
and called the officials
“robots” unable to make
independent decisions.

“Well... let’'s go back
to a couple of days ago.

| did have some choice
words for FIDE in my
interview with you. And
| would say that it was a
bitimprecise. | definitely
mean it when it comes to
certain people in FIDE.
No question about it,” he
told an app, adding he
almost booked his flight
back home. The Norwe-
gian is participating in
World Blitz after FIDE
chief Arkady Dvorkovich
intervened.

“We had long con-
versations with Anand
yesterday and others,
which generally didn’t
lead anywhere. It was
generally the same
answers that arbiters
are basically robots who
cannot think on their
own, who have no way
to even deviate slightly
from... | don’'t even know
if | broke any rules. |
still haven’t gotten a
clear answer on that,”

Carlsen said.

Anand told Chessbase
India that Carlsen was
penalised for break-
ing rules. For his part,
Carlsen said he did not
break any rules and at
least he has not got a
favourable reply from
FIDE.

“Anand said very
clearly that he didn’t
know that he had any
opportunity to do any-
thing past, you know,
go with the arbiters’
honestly draconian
decision of not pairing
me. And that means that
he was, for all his good
qualities, not ready for
this job. That's what |
feel,” Carlsen said. The
FIDE also tweaked the
dress code that said
“elegant minor devia-
tions (that may, in par-
ticular, include appropri-
ate jeans matching the
jacket) are allowed.”

is his frame of mind? The ques-
tions are many but the answers
are not so simple.

“| stand where | am standing
today. There is nothing to think
about what has happened in
the past. Obviously, few results
have not gone our way. As a
captain, yes, that is disappoint-
ing,” he tried to conceal his dis-
appointment after the 184-run
defeat but then revealed what

in a happy place.

‘ has become obvious. He is not

“You know, a lot of the things
that | am trying to do is not fall-
ing in the place that | would
want to. But mentally, look, you
know, it is disturbing without a
doubt. If you have come here
and try and do successfully what
you’re supposed to and if those
things don't fall in place, that is

a big disappointment. But as of

now, that is where it is,” Rohit
explained.

Indian bowlers exposed flaw in
Konstas’ forward defense: O’Keeffe

_p
MELBOURNE, Dec
31 (Agencies): Former
Australian cricketer
Kerry O’Keeffe has
raised concerns about
the batting technique
of 19-year-old opener
Sam Konstas.

He has warned that
the glaring flaws in
his forward defence
could derail his prom-
ising Test career if not
addressed urgently.

O’Keeffe’s critique
came after Konstas'’s
struggles against India
in the Boxing Day Test
at the MCG, where

his weakness against
inswinging deliveries
was exposed.

While inswinging deliv-
eries have troubled Kon-
stas, O’Keeffe believes
the real issue lies in his
forward defense tech-

nique.
Speaking on Fox
Cricket, O’Keeffe

explained, “The Indian
tacticians have identi-
fied a problem with the
forward defense of Sam
Konstas. This flaw has
now been exposed on
the global stage and
will likely be targeted by

Indian cricket has depth to fill Rohit,
void: Lehmann

MELBOURNE, Dec
31 (Agencies): Indian
cricket has produced
a generational super-
star in Yashasvi Jaisw-
al and will remain in
good health even when
Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma decide to call
time on their careers,
feels former Australia
head coach and two-
time World Cup winner
Darren Lehmann.

The 54-year-old, who
played 27 Tests and
117 ODlIs during his
decade-long career,
is also captivated by
Jasprit Bumrah’s skills,
claiming to have never
seen any player have
more impact in a single
series.

Talking about impend-
ing retirements of Rohit
and Kohli following their
poor show in the ongo-
ing series where India
trail 1-2, Lehmann was
empathetic and practi-
cal about the transition
in Indian cricket.

“Look whenever they
decide to give it away
and whatever happens
in next few days they

have been great play-
ers for India over a long
period of time,” Lehm-
ann, a member of 1999
and 2003 ODI World
Cup-winning teams told
agency.

“Now actually we see
younger players starting
to step up for India and
play well at next level.
There is so much depth
in Indian cricket | won't
worry too much,” Lehm-
ann was pretty matter of
fact.

“Whenever these two
guys decide to retire,
there are so many tal-
ented youngsters that
Indian cricket will be
in good stead.” Having
watched Jaiswal
emerge as the flagbear-
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er of Indian batting in the
series, Lehmann made
a bold prediction about
the southpaw, who has
scores of 161, 82 and 84
in this series.

“Oh, superstar. One of
the best | have seen,”
Lehmann said quickly,
before the question was
finished.

“He (Jaiswal) and
Harry Brook are two
next generation players.
They are the ones that
people will sit back and
say they are good play-
ers. He played very well
in Melbourne and was
outstanding in Perth.
He has come up leaps
and bounds on this tour,”
the beefy left-hander of
yesteryears said.

But Lehmann reserved
his highest praise for
Bumrah, equating him
with all-time greats such
as Wasim Akram and
Glenn McGrath.

“I  presume he
(Bumrah) is the next
captain when Rohit fin-
ishes. He did a really
good job in Perth. He is
the best bowler | have
ever seen live.”

“I have seen Wasim
Akram, Glenn McGrath
and all but | have not
seen a bowler have
impact like him in a
single series like Jas-
prit Bumrah has since
Mitchell Johnson in
2013-14 Ashes win.”

“This is very similar as
Bumrah already has 30
wickets. He has been
outstanding to watch.
He will do well when he
gets a chance to lead
India.” Talking about
transition, Lehmann
noted that Australia’s
batting could be a con-
cern, rather than the
bowling, even though
Pat Cummins, Mitchell
Starc, Josh Hazlewood,
Scott Boland, and

bowling units around the
world.”

In the fourth Test
against India, Konstas
was dismissed in both
innings by inswinging
deliveries.

In the first innings, Jas-
prit Bumrah tested him
early, though Konstas
managed to survive by
attacking rather than
defending.

However, by the
second innings, Bumrah
initially bowled out-
swingers to set Konstas
up before delivering a
lethal inswinger that
shattered his stumps.

“Sam’s front shoulder,
he loses it completely
and just plays with his
hands. He’s pushing his
hands at the ball away
from his body. The gap
is created, and Bumrah
went through it. He
doesn’t need too many
invitations,” O’Keeffe
noted.

Michael Neser are all in
their early to mid-30s.

“I am not so worried
about bowling as lot of
good kids are coming
up. Lance Morris, Xavier
Bartlett from Brisbane
Heats, so there are
plenty of them. Spin-
ners are okay but it is
the batting that is being
tested at the moment,”
said Lehmann.

“There will be some
changes with greats
retiring but fast bowling
will be good enough.
How long Cummins
and Starc survive time
will tell, but hopefully,
they will get to till next
Ashes.” Lehmann has
had a decent reputa-
tion as a coach but
when asked if he would
consider coaching the
Indian national team, the
answer was negative.

“It would have been
an honour to work with
Indian national team but
| am done with interna-
tional cricket. | just want
the young guys to get
better,” Lehmann signed
off.

Navjot Sidhu wants Travis Head punished for
conduct so ‘no one dares follow suit’

Australia vs India: Former Indian batter Navjot Singh Sidhu has slammed Travis
Head'’s ‘obnoxious’ celebration after Rishabh Pant’s dismissal in the recent Boxing

Day Test. Sidhu labeled the act as “obnoxious behavior”, saying the celebration
insulted not just Pant but the entire Indian population of 1.5 billion.

MELBOURNE, Dec
31 (Agencies): Former
Indian cricketer Navjot
Singh Sidhu slammed
Travis Head’s celebra-
tion after dismissing
Rishabh Pant, calling
it an insult to 1.5 billion
Indians and demanding
“stringent punishment”
to prevent similar acts
on the cricket field in
the future.

The incident took
place during the final
session of Day 5 of the
Boxing Day Test when
Head dismissed Pant,
who had scored a brisk
30. Head’s peculiar cel-
ebration—pointing one
finger into a circularly
shaped hand—Ieft fans
and commentators puz-
zled. Although Channel
7’s James Brayshaw
and Pat Cummins later
clarified that the gesture
symbolised “putting his
finger on ice”.

“Travis head’s obnox-

ious behaviour during
the course of the Mel-
bourne test doesn’t
auger well for the gentle-
man’s game...... sets the
worst possible example
when there are kids,
women, young & old
watching the game.......
this caustic conduct did
not insult an individual
but a nation of 1.5 bil-
lion Indians......stringent
punishment that would
serve a deterrent for

the future generations
needs to be slapped on
him so that no one dares
follow suit !” Sidhu
wrote on X.

Channel 7’s James
Brayshaw offered some
clarity. “Now, great
people in the back have
said after he took 4-10
within 17 balls in Sri
Lanka in 2022 he was
quoted as saying, ‘| had
to put the digit on ice’,”
Brayshaw said. “So that

was the celebration. He
said ‘l just got him, and
I’'m putting it back on
ice’.”

Australia captain Pat
Cummins provided an
explanation for Head’s
celebration. “I can
explain that. His finger
is so hot, that he is going
to put it in a cup of ice.
Yes, that’s what it is.
That's normally the run-
ning joke. Was it at the
Gabba or somewhere,

where he got a wicket as
well and just got straight
to the fridge, grabs a
bucket of ice, puts his
finger in and just walks
in front of Lyno (Nathan
Lyon). Just like that, |
think it's very funny. So
that’s what it would have
been, nothing else,”
Cummins told reporters
after Australia won the
match by 184 runs to go
2-1 up with one match
leftin the Border-Gavas-
kar Trophy.

Despite Head’s strug-
gles with the bat—reg-
istering scores of 0 and
1 in the match—he
made a decisive impact
with the ball. His timely
breakthrough dismissed
Pant, triggering a col-
lapse in the Indian bat-
ting lineup. India lost
their last six wickets for
just 34 runs, succumb-
ing to 155 in their chase
of 340.
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Release all Samiti memhers detained during protest
against proposed ropeway project: Rao

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: Kuldeep Kumar Rao, who
contested from 79-Jammu North Assem-
bly constituency in the recently conducted
Assembly election, demanded the release
of 18 protesters including Bhupinder Singh
and Sohan Singh who were detained by the
administration against the ropeway project.

He praised the unity shown by the people
of Katra in particular & other social & political
activists in general.

He criticized the administration for sup-
pressing the voices of people fighting for
their rights.

He expressed his disappointment over the
arrests, calling it a blatant misuse of power
and an infringement on democratic values.

The proposed project which is being resist-
ed by the local traders will hamper the liveli-
hood of thousands of families who earned
their bread & butter from the pilgrimage. It is
very shocking that the administration instead
of listening to genuine concerns of the local
traders who are major stakeholders in this
issue, are detaining and arresting the pro-
testers, which is highly condemnabile.

While commenting on last two days busi-
ness proceedings in J&K Assembly said
that unfortunately both NC & BJP Assembly
members, are in fact, fighting for the cause
of their individual Political Parties and not the
cause of common man- the un-employment,
rising sky rocketing prices, adulterations in
medicines, fruits, vegetables , problems of
farmers, Govt. Higher Secondary Schools &

olleges are working without in rastructure i

staff, illegal mining etc., Rao said that huge
scandal in Mining Department in collusion
with Junior most Officers sitting on Senior
most lucrative chairs, worth several hundred
crores running in Jammu for last many years,
highlighted in news papers, need a thorough
probe at the hands of reputed Agency like
CBI so that truth comes to fore and Jam-
muites heave a sigh of relief.

He further said that after dozens of loot-
ing Machines- called Toll Plazas installed at
National Highways, smart electrical meters,
Property Tax, the increase prices of Sand,
Bajri & stones are another gift to poor people
of Jammu making it extremely difficult for the
poor people to raise a room for them. He fur-
ther expressed great concern that India was
divided in 1947 on the basis of casteism and

sadly the ruling dispensation, all over India,
has openly propagated 80-20 formula which
is very harmful & dangerous for the unity and
integrity of country.

He cautioned the people to read between
the lines and emphasized that such like
drama will continue in the Assembly for next
five years and the cause of common man will
be sacrificed over their Party interest.

Rao thanked the voters of 52- Doda Assem-
bly constituency who voted for change to
Mehraj Malik, AAP candidate, a real public
representative, rejecting the old spent forces
of traditional Political Parties’ candidates,
even if the local leaders of these Parties
once again succeed in getting votes in other
Assembly constituencies in J&K-UT, by their
old plan of dividing them on caste & religion
base.

Rao said that a very dangerous trend is
going rounds in politics from many years &
once again the poor people get misled in
recently these Assembly elections by these
traditional political Parties’ through their local
leaders. All traditional Political Parties are
spreading the same old massage for play-
ing caste base politics during elections that
if such & such Parties comes to power than
such & such religion groups will be targeted.
It is totally a false agenda being spread by
these traditional political parties only to mis-
lead poor people. The need of the hour is to
expose all these tradition political parties for
playing caste base politics.

The present situation in the country in gen-
eral & J&K in particular is due to the corrupt &
caste base politics being played by all these
traditional political parties.

Anti Crime NGO Chairman meets DIG JKS Range to

dlscusses drug menace, community engagement
. _—

This meeting marks

role of NGOs, commu-

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31:
Sham Lal Gupta, Chair-
man of the Anti Crime
NGO, held a meeting
with DIG JKS Range
Shiv Kumar Sharma to
address the pressing
issue of drug abuse and
emphasize the impor-
tance of strengthening
police-public collabora-
tion.

The meeting, aimed
at fostering community
engagement and com-
bating the drug menace,
witnessed active par-
ticipation from several
prominent individuals.

During the discussion,
Sham highlighted the
growing threat posed by
drug addiction, particu-
larly among the youth,
and the need for coordi-
nated efforts to curb this
menace.

He stressed the impor-
tance of police-public
meetings in building
trust, enhancing aware

ness, and creating a
supportive environment
for tackling drug-related
issues.

Gupta also appreci-
ated the efforts of the
police force in address-
ing the drug problem
and urged for more
community-oriented pro-
grams to further these
initiatives.

DIG Shiv Kumar
Sharma acknowledged
the concerns raised by
the Anti Crime NGO
and assured that the
police are committed
to addressing the drug
menace through strin-
gent enforcement mea-
sures and awareness
campaigns. He encour-
aged citizens to actively
participate in police-
public meetings and
provide valuable inputs
to enhance law enforce-
ment efforts.

The meeting was
attended by several
notable Members,
including Mukhtiyar

Saini, Co-Convenor of
the Ex-Serviceman Cell
BJP, and Sahil Gupta,
Ex-Corporator BJP of
MC Bishnah.

Other team members
present were Vijay
Kumar, Rakesh Kumar,
Tushar, Anshu, Rohit,
Abhishek Sharma, and
several others.

Their active partici-
pation underlined the
collective resolve to
address societal chal-
lenges through collab-
orative efforts.

The discussions con-
cluded with a mutual
commitment to intensify
awareness campaigns,
especially in vulnerable
areas, and to organize
more police-public inter-
actions to foster mutual
understanding and
cooperation.

Sham Lal Gupta
assured the NGO'’s
full support to the
police in their efforts to
combat drug abuse and
strengthen public safety.

another step forward in
the collaborative fight
against drug abuse,
highlighting the pivotal

nity members, and law
enforcement in creating
a safer and healthier
society.

NSS Unit of Dogra Degree College
visits Old Age Home at Amphala

Top News Report

SAMBA, Dec 31: In
an initiative to spread
warmth and compas-
sion, the NSS Unit of
Dogra Degree College,
in collaboration with
the UBA Cell, orga-
nized a visit to Home
for Old Aged and Infirm,
Amphalla, Jammu. The
visit was aimed at bring-
ing joy and comfort to
the elderly residents of
the home.

The visit was led by the
NSS Programme Offi-
cer, Ms. Simran Thakur,
alongside the UBA PI
Coordinator DDC, Bal-
want Singh, who active-
ly participated in distrib-
uting the donated items.

Principal Dr. Bela
Thakur also extended
her support for the ini-
tiative, which reflects the
College’s commitment
to social responsibility
and community welfare.

Around 25 enthusi-
astic volunteers partici-
pated in the event. The
volunteers engaged with
the elderly residents,
spending time with

them, distributing the

donations, and bringing
smiles to their faces.

The event began with
the introductory speech
by R.C Vaid, Zonal
Physical Education
Officer(Retd.), Member
of the Managing Com-
mittee followed by the
Mr. Balwant Singh’s
note highlighting the
goals and objectives of
the visit. Some of the
students shared their
experiences and also
gave singing perfor-
mance. The senior citi-
zens at the home also
participated by singing
and sharing their valu-
able life experiences.

The event ended
with the key address
of I.D. Soni, Former
State Commissioner,
J&K, Bharat Scouts
and Guide, President
of the Managing Com-
mittee of Home for OId
Aged and Infirm. Vinod
Kumar, Social Activist
and member of the bc
managing committee
played very important
role in making the visit
a success.

As part of the initiative,
the college contributed
various eatables, winter
accessories, Wheel
chairs and clothes to
the residents, ensuring
they have the warmth
and comfort they
need during the winter
season. The contribu-
tions were collected by
the NSS Unit from both
students and staff mem-
bers, reflecting the com-
munity’s spirit of care
and solidarity.

The initiative is a part
of the NSS Unit’'s ongo-
ing efforts to promote
social responsibility and
contribute positively to
society under the vision-
ary leadership of Th.
Gulchain Singh Charak,
Chairman Dogra Educa-
tional Trust & Dr. Samar
Dev Singh Charak ,
Secretary Dogra Edu-
cational Trust.

The team expressed
its commitment to con-
tinue such activities in
the future, strengthening
bonds with the commu-
nity and making a differ-
ence in the lives of those
in need.
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Install statue of Gen Zorawar Singh
at Pangong Tso Lake: SSP

also known as Napoleon of India was
ignored alongwith the history.

Gen Zorawar Singh extended the fron-
tiers of Dogra empire and conquered
Ladakh, Baltistan, Skardu and Tibet,
thereby making J&K biggest state in
India, he said adding that in a mountain-
ous terrain with icey winds, treacherous
routes and a small self contained horse
backed Dogra army displayed unparal-
leled courage and bravery under the
dynamic leadership of bravest of the
brave, General Zorawar. Pathania
urged the UT government and Central

SN
4
L) =

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 31: Col SS Pathania,
Chief Convener and President Sainik
Samaj Party (SSP) J&K UT, expressed
his happiness for installation of statue
of Chatrapati Shivaji at Pangong Tso
lake as a tribute to a great king and war-
rior. However, he said he was baffled,
dismayed and disappointed with the
decision makers as the local legend and

great warrior General Zorawar Singh said.

Government to recognize the achieve-
ments and bravery of gallant Dogra
soldiers led by General Zorawar and
install a statue alongside the statue
of Chatrapati Shivaji at Pangong Tso
lake, as a tribute to legendary General
Zorawar Singh.

Statue of both great warriors at the
backdrop of beautiful Pangong Tso
Lake will surely continue inspiring our
present and coming generations, he
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