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Farah Khan to host 
Celebrity MasterChef

Working to stop AAP: Arvind 
Kejriwal attacks BJP and 

Congress after probe order

South Korea’s Yoon 
authorised ‘shooting’ during 
martial law bid: Prosecutors

Snowfall 
disrupts 
Smart City 
Bus 
operations 
in 
Srinagar, 
outskirts

SRINAGAR, Dec 28 
(Agencies): The recent 
snowfall has severely 
affected the operation 
of Smart City buses in 
Srinagar.

According to the 
details available with 
the news agency—
Kashmir News Observ-
er (KNO), the operation 
of Smart City buses in 
Srinagar city and its 
outskirts was affected, 
with all the buses 
remaining missing from 
roads, leaving people 
to suffer.

Similarly, officials 
from Srinagar Smart 
City Limited, speaking 
with KNO, said that the 
Smart City bus opera-
tion in the city was 
affected.

He said that as the 
snowfall occurred heav-
ily during the night, the 
Pantha Chowk station 
was out of electricity, 
due to which the buses 
could not be charged. 
“Now, as the situation is 
under control, we man-
aged to charge a few 
buses, and hopefully, 
they will be operational 
on roads by evening,” 
he said.

It is worth mentioning 
that the snowfall has 
led to the cancellation 
of all flights, closure of 
major roads.

70 
percent 
roads 
cleared in 
Ganderbal 
district: 
Executive 
Engineer 
R&B

SRINAGAR, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Officials 
on Saturday said that 
snow clearance opera-
tions in Ganderbal dis-
trict are going on in full 
swing.

Er. Tatheer Man-
zoor, Executive Engi-
neer, R&B Division 
Ganderbal, said that 
approximately 70% of 
the roads have been 
cleared so far. ‘”Snow 
clearance efforts are 
also being carried out 
on some PMGSY roads 
in the Lar area, ” he 
added.

 “We are working at a 
good pace, and snow 
clearance is continuing 
effectively,” Er. Man-
zoor said, adding, “We 
have deployed around 
55 machines, includ-
ing JCBs and tractors, 
along with manual labor 
to ensure timely clear-
ance.”

Continuous 

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 
(Agencies): The mortal 
remains of former prime 
minister Manmohan 
Singh were consigned 
to flames at the Nigam-
bodh Ghat here on Sat-
urday amid the chant-
ing of religious hymns. 
The funeral pyre was lit 
by his eldest daughter 
Upinder Singh.

The last rites were per-
formed in the presence 
of President Droupadi 
Murmu, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, among other top 
leaders and foreign dig-
nitaries.

King of Bhutan Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wang-
chuck and Mauritius For-
eign Minister Dhananjay 
Ramful were among the 
foreign dignitaries who 
paid their tributes to 
Singh .

Besides President 
Murmu and Prime Minis-
ter Modi, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, Home 

Minister Amit Shah, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla, and Leaders of 
Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Rahul 
Gandhi were among the 
top leaders who paid 
their last tributes to the 
former prime minister.

Chief of Defence Staff 
General Anil Chauhan, 
and the three services 
chiefs also paid their last 
respects to Singh.

The procession car-
rying Singh’s mortal 

remains reached the 
crematorium at around 
11.30 am, where the last 
rites will be performed 
shortly.

Draped in the Tricolour, 
the flower-bedecked 
casket was placed at a 
raised platform, where 
leaders cutting across 
party lines laid wreaths 
on Singh’s mortal 
remains.

Earlier, the final jour-
ney of Singh began from 
the AICC headquarters 

on Saturday morning 
after Congress leaders 
paid homage to their 
departed leader.

The vehicle carrying 
the mortal remains of 
Singh left the Congress 
headquarters in a pro-
cession amid chants of 
“Manmohan Singh amar 
rahe”.

A large number of Con-
gress workers and lead-
ers along with hundreds 
of Singh’s well-wishers 
walked along as “Jab tak 

suraj chand rahega, tab 
tak tera naam rahega” 
slogans rent the air.

Leader of Opposition 
in Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi, also accom-
panied the procession 
alongside Singh’s rela-
tives.

Singh’s mortal remains 
were taken to the AICC 
headquarters from his 
residence on 3, Moti-
lal Nehru Road a little 
before 9 am.

The mortal remains 
were kept there for about 
an hour, with several 
top Congress leaders, 
including Mallikarjun 
Kharge, Sonia Gandhi 
and Rahul Gandhi, 
paying tributes, among 
others.

Singh’s wife Gursharan 
Kaur and one of their 
daughters also laid a 
wreath on his body.

Singh passed away on 
Thursday night at Delhi’s 
All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences due to

GANDERBAL, Dec 
28 (Agencies): Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
convened a video con-
ference meeting with all 
district across  Jammu 
and Kashmir to review 
snow clearance opera-
tions and restoration of 
essential services fol-
lowing heavy snowfall 
in the Kashmir Valley.

The meeting held at 

the video conference 
hall in Ganderbal, was 
attended in person by 
Advisor to the CM Nasir 
Aslam Wani, Deputy 
Commissioner Gan-
derbal Shyambir, ADC 
Ganderbal, and other 
senior district officials. 
Chief Secretary, Divi-
sional Commissioners 
of Kashmir and Jammu, 
and Deputy Commis

sioners from all dis-
tricts participated via 
video conferencing.

The snowfall, which 
began yesterday, has 
disrupted normal life in 
many districts across the 
valley.

During the meeting, 
Deputy Commissioners 
presented updates on 
snow clearance, restora-
tion of power and water 
supply and emergency 
response to deal with 
inclement weather.

The Chief Minister 
directed Deputy Com-
missioners to person-
ally supervise snow 
clearance operations, 
emphasizing the need to 
obtain photographic evi-
dence of cleared areas 
to ensure thorough

REASI/JAMMU, Dec 
28 (Agencies): The 
shutdown against a pro-
posed ropeway project 
in the Trikuta hills of 
Reasi district entered its 
fourth day on Saturday, 
with protesters continu-
ing a hunger strike for 
the release of several 
people detained by 
police in Katra.

The  Jammu Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Industries (JCCI) has 
extended its support to 
the Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Sangharsh Samiti 
and urged the admin-
istration to resolve the 
issue with talks.

A shutdown of all com-

mercial activities in the 
area was announced 
earlier in the week by the 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Sangharsh Samiti.

On Friday night, the 
Samiti extended the 
bandh by 72 hours.

All shops, restaurants, 

and business estab-
lishments have been 
shut since Wednesday.

The bandh has dis-
rupted normal life in one 
of the busiest towns in 
the country, where thou-
sands of pilgrims arrive 

SRINAGAR, Dec 28 
(Agencies): In a heart-
warming display of 
Kashmiri hospitality, 
locals in Gund, on the 
Srinagar-Sonamarg 
highway, opened the 
doors of a mosque to 
shelter a group of trav-
ellers stranded due to 
heavy snowfall.

A dozen tourists from 
Punjab found them-
selves caught in the 
snowfall on Friday 
while returning from the 
Sonamarg area, officials 
said

Their vehicles became 

stuck in the snow and 
with no nearby hotels 
and local houses too 
small to accommodate 
the group, Gund resi-
dents opened the doors 
of the Jamia Masjid, 
allowing the tourists to 
stay there for the night, 
officials added.

“It was the best pos-
sible solution as the 
mosque has a hamaam, 
which stays warm 
throughout the night,” 
said Bashir Ahmad, a 
local resident.

A video of the 

Former PM Manmohan Singh cremated 
with full State Honours

Stranded tourists find 
shelter in Mosque 
amid heavy snowfall in 
Kashmir

CM Omar Abdullah chairs meeting to 
review snow clearance, restoration of 
power & water supply across J&K

Shutdown in Katra over ropeway enters 
4th day, JCCI extends support
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Top News Report
GANDERBAL, Dec 28: Follow-

ing heavy snowfall across the 
Kashmir Valley, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Saturday vis-
ited District Hospital Ganderbal 
and assessed the facilities and 
services available to patients 
during the inclement weather.

During his visit, the Chief Min-
ister inspected various units of 
the hospital and reviewed the 
availability of essential medi-
cines, staff on duty and the func-
tionality of the central heating 
system.

The Medical Superintendent 
briefed the Chief Minister on 

the hospital’s preparedness to 
ensure patient care, confirming 
that the central heating system 
is fully operational.

However, he also highlighted 

challenges such as a shortage 
of medical staff and ambulances 
in the district.

In response, CM Omar Abdul-
lah reiterated his government’s 

commitment to enhancing 
healthcare services across 
Jammu & Kashmir and address-
ing critical gaps to meet public 
needs.

He assured that steps would 
be taken to resolve the issues 
raised by the hospital adminis-
tration. Chief Minister directed 
the hospital authorities to strictly 
enforce the duty roster for medi-
cal and paramedical staff to 
ensure uninterrupted services to 
avoid inconvenience to patients.

During his visit he was accom-
panied by his advisor Nasir 
Aslam Wani and other con-
cerned officers.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: A 

meeting of workers 
of “Muslim Rashtriya 
Manch” Jammu and 
Kashmir was con-
vened by its Organiser 
for Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh UT’s 
Gulshan Kumar here 
today.

The Convener J&K 
and Ladakh UT’s Mir 
Nazir, Legal advisor 
J&K and Ladakh UT 
Adv. Malikzada Mohd 
Shahzad also attended 
the meeting.

The purpose of the 
meeting was to dis-
cuss the organisational 
issues. A joining pro-
gram was also held on 
this occasion.

Expressing his views, 
Adv. Malik said that 
MRM is the organisa-
tion that has a vision 
and capability to bring 
about Social and Eco-
nomic transformation in 
the country.

“The agenda of this 
organisation is to carry 
all the sections of the 
society together which 
is a step towards 
accomplishing equitable 
development of all the 
regions, religions and 
castes,” he claimed.

While addressing the 
District Presidents of 
J&K and Ladakh UTs, 
Malik emphasized the 
need to further strength-
en their respective dis-
trict bodies to effectively 

serve the people. He 
urged them to actively 
bring public grievances 
to the government’s 
attention while uphold-
ing the values of mutual 
brotherhood-a core prin-
ciple of the MRM mani-
festo.

Advocating for unity 
and social harmony, 
he called on all mem-
bers to reaffirm their 
commitment in foster-
ing the brotherhood for 
the greater good of the 
society.

On the occasion, sev-eral grievances were 
presented before the 
dignitaries, highlighting 
pressing issues faced by 
the community.

The organizer Gulshan 
Kumar and convenor 

Mir Nazir assured the 
attendees of their com-
mitment to address 
these concerns at 
appropriate fora.

They also expressed 
their resolve to take up 
the matters with higher 
authorities to ensure 
timely redressal of the 
grievances by effective 
administrative interven-
tion.

The whole pro-
gram was organized 
by its legal advisor 
J&K, Ladakh UT’s 
Adv Malikzada Mohd 
Shahzad.

The participants were 
also served lunch during 
an impressive organ-
isational function which 
was hosted in Guest 
House Gandhi Nagar.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: The 

Power Lifting Asso-
ciation of Jammu and 
Kashmir, led by Rakesh 
Kumar, General Secre-
tary and Commonwealth 
Medalist, met Surinder 
Choudhary, the Deputy 
Chief Minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir, today.

During the meeting, 
the association pre-
sented him with a trophy 
in recognition of his 
exceptional dedication, 
passion, and relentless 
service to society.

The associat ion 
expressed immense 

pride and gratitude 
in honouring Choud-
hary for his outstand-
ing contributions to the 
welfare of society. This 
recognition highlights 
his unwavering commit-
ment, visionary leader-
ship, and tireless efforts 
in uplifting the commu-
nity.

Choudhary has con-
sistently championed 
causes that deeply 
resonate with the aspi-
rations of the people, 
focusing on social har-
mony, youth empower-
ment, and holistic devel-
opment across various 
sectors.

His leadership has 
left an indelible impact, 
inspiring countless indi-
viduals to work towards 
the betterment of society 
and pursue their dreams 
with determination.

Today’s recognition 
also highlighted Sh. 
Choudhary Ji’s pivotal 
role in promoting sports 
and youth development 
across Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Powerlifting Asso-
ciation acknowledged 
his continuous support 
and encouragement in 
nurturing talent and fos-
tering physical fitness, 
reflecting his com-
mitment to creating a 
healthier, more vibrant 
future for the state.

The association’s 
heartfelt appreciation 
underscored the impor-
tance of his leadership 
in inspiring positive 
change and fostering a 
thriving sporting culture 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: Under the 

banner of J&K Sports Council 
and the Body Building Asso-
ciation of Jammu and Kashmir 
(BBAJK), Vikas Khajuria was 
honoured on Saturday for his 
remarkable achievement in 
winning the silver medal at the 
1st National Physique Sports 
Championship, held from 
December 21 to 22, 2024, in 
Gurgaon, Haryana.

Vikas Khajuria, who trained 
under coach and trainer Rajesh 
Dutta of BBAJK, was presented 
with a certificate and the silver 
medal by Rajesh Dutta himself.

Dutta expressed his pride 
in Vikas’s achievement and 
emphasized the broader impor-
tance of such events, not just 
for showcasing talent but for 
promoting sportsmanship and 
healthy activities among the 

youth of J&K.
 “The championship aimed 

to foster sportsmanship and 
encourage the youth of J&K UT 
to engage in positive activities, 
steering them away from social 
evils, particularly the growing 
issue of drug addiction,” said 
Rajesh Dutta.

He further stated, “Drug addic-
tion is a serious concern in our 
society, and events like the 

Bodybuilding Championship 
offer a vital platform to engage 
young people in constructive 
pursuits, helping them avoid 
harmful habits. It is our collec-
tive responsibility to promote 
sports and build a healthier, 
brighter future for our younger 
generation.”

Vinay Sharma, Vice President 
of BBAJK, highlighted the signif-
icance of Vikas’s achievement, 

calling it a proud moment for 
Jammu and Kashmir.

“This outstanding performance 
showcases the exceptional 
talent and determination of 
J&K’s athletes on the national 
stage,” he said. Sharma also 
appealed to the youth to take 
up sports and work towards 
a “Nasha Mukht” (drug-free) 
nation.

The event concluded with 
a congratulatory address by 
Sachin Singh Jamwal, who 
praised the efforts of the Associ-
ation in organizing the event and 
providing a platform for youth 
engagement through sports.

The gathering celebrated 
Vikas Khajuria’s success and 
reaffirmed the commitment of 
the Body Building Association 
to encourage healthy, produc-
tive activities for the youth of the 
region.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: A 

solemn and heartfelt 
Vishesh Shahidi Sama-
gam was organized at 
Gurudwara Shri Teg Baha-
dur Sahib, Jiby Nami Dogri 
Sanstha (Regd.), to pay 
tribute to the Sahibzade of 
Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji 
Maharaj. The event, com-
memorating the supreme 
sacrifice made by the sons 
of Guru Gobind Singh Ji, 
was a significant occasion 
for reflection and rever-
ence.

The Gurbani recitations 
were performed by Bhai 
Parvinder Singh “Apple” 
and his party, along with 
Kulpreet Kour. The melo-
dious tunes were beauti-
fully enhanced by Chander 

Dhari Kesar on the violin 
and Harpreet Singh on the 
tabla, creating a spiritually 
enriching atmosphere for 
all attendees.

Prominent members of 
the community and the 
NDS (Nami Dogri Sanstha) 
were present at the event, 
paying their respects and 
reflecting on the sacrifices 
of the Sahibzade. Key 
attendees included Advo-
cate Dogra Harish Kaila, 
President of NDS, 

Prof. Anupama Sharma, 
Patron of NDS, Yash Pal 
Yash, General Secretary of 
NDS, Mrs. Jetinder Kour, 
renowned singer Vigyan 
Bharti, Executive Member 
S. Achhar Singh, and 
Devinder Bakshi.

The event was a poignant 
reminder of the sacrifices 
made by the Sikh Gurus 
and their families in the 
service of righteousness 
and justice.

Post snowfall, CM Omar Abdullah inspects 
facilities at Ganderbal hospital

Takes stock of facilities, services available to patients during inclement weather

BBAJK honours Physique Sports Medalist 
Vikas Khajuria

Powerlifting Association 
of J&K meets Dy CM

Safar-E Shahdat: Vishesh Shahidi 
Samagam organized at Gurudwara 
Shri Teg Bahadur Sahib

MRM convenes workers meet to 
highlight public issues

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: 

Leaders of Shiv Sena 
(UBT) Jammu-Kashmir 
unit have demanded the 
Shri Mata Vaishnodevi 
Shrine Board to cancel 
the ropeway project and 
immediately release the 
Sangharsh Samiti mem-
bers taken into police 

custody.
According to a press 

release issued from the 
state central office of the 
party, state chief Manish 
Sahni has accused the 
Shri Mata Vaishnodevi 
Shrine Board for spoiling 
the nature of the yatra, 

making the devotees do 
an incomplete yatra and 

hanging the sword of 
unemployment on thou-
sands. of people.

Along with this, Sahni 
also questioned the 
silence of the state 
MLAs and MPs of BJP 
and said that, there is 
a fear of the religious 
faith of crores of Hindus 
being affected by the 

ropeway project and the 
yatra being incomplete, 
but the so-called Hindu 
leaders are in silent 
mode.Sahni has demanded 
the cancellation of the 
ropeway project from 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha (Chairman 

of the Shrine Board).

Religious faith hurt by ropeway project, Hindu 
leaders in silent mode: Shiv Sena

Shrine Board has no right to hurt religious faith of Hindus
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By: Vijay Garg 

Here are the top 10 mis-
takes that students 
often make during 

their exam preparation, along 
with practical strategies to avoid 
them.

CBSE/ICSE/STATE Board 
Exam holds immense impor-
tance in the academic journey 
of every student in India. As 
the gateway to future educa-
tional and career opportunities, 
the CBSE/ICSE /State Board 
Exam 2025 demands meticulous 
preparation and strategic plan-
ning. As the countdown to this 
crucial examination begins, it is 
essential for students to not only 
dive into their textbooks but also 
navigate their preparation jour-
ney wisely. Avoiding common 
mistakes can make a significant 
difference in your performance.

here are the top 10 mistakes 
that students often make during 
their exam preparation, along 
with practical strategies to avoid 
them.

1. Procrastination and late start
One of the most common mis-

takes students make is delaying 
their study schedule. Starting 
early is essential as it allows for 
a gradual and thorough under-
standing of the syllabus. Create a 
timetable, set realistic goals, and 
stick to your study plan. Starting 
early also provides ample time 
for revision and practice, boost-
ing your confidence before the 
exam.

2. Ignoring certain subjects
Another mistake students often 

commit is neglecting certain sub-
jects or chapters. Every subject 
carries weight in the CBSE/
ICSE /State exams, so ignor-
ing one can significantly impact 
your overall score. Allocate time 
wisely to each subject based on 
its complexity and your profi-

ciency. Seek help from teachers 
or classmates if you find a par-
ticular subject challenging.

3. Overlooking previous years’ 
papers

Practicing previous years’ 
question papers is crucial for 
exam preparation. It helps you 
understand the exam pattern, 
time management, and the type 
of questions likely to be asked. 
Ignoring this valuable resource 
deprives you of insight into the 
exam structure, making it diffi-
cult to tackle the questions effec-
tively.

Solve as many of last year’s 
papers as possible and analyse 
your performance to identify 
weak areas.

4. Relying solely on one study 
material

Depending entirely on one 
study material is a grave mistake. 
Each book or resource offers a 
unique perspective and depth 
of knowledge. Explore a variety 
of textbooks, reference guides, 
and online resources to gain a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the topics. Diversifying your 
study materials enhances your 
grasp of different concepts and 
problem-solving techniques.

5. Focus on memorising
Memorising without under-

standing is a common pitfall. 
Cramming information might 
help in the short term, but it does 
not promote a deep understand-
ing of the subject matter. Focus 
on understanding the underly-
ing concepts.

Use techniques like mind 
maps, flashcards, and summari-
zation to comprehend and retain 
information effectively. Under-
standing ensures a solid founda-
tion, making it easier to answer 
diverse and complex questions 
in the exam.

6. Neglecting health and well-
being

Your physical and mental 
well-being significantly impact 
your exam performance. Lack of 
sleep, poor diet, and inadequate 
exercise can impair your concen-
tration and memory.

Prioritise a balanced diet, 
regular exercise, and sufficient 
sleep during your preparation 
period. Incorporate relaxation 
techniques such as meditation or 
yoga to manage stress and main-
tain focus. A healthy body and 
mind enhance your ability to 
absorb and retain information.

7. Ignoring revision and prac-
tice

One of the biggest mistakes stu-
dents make is underestimating 
the power of revision and prac-
tice. Merely reading the mate-
rial is not enough; consistent 
revision reinforces the learned 
concepts and boosts memory 
retention.

Devote time to regular revi-
sion and solve sample papers 
and mock tests to enhance your 
problem-solving skills. Revision 
also helps in recalling informa-
tion during the exam, leading to 
better performance.

8. Getting distracted
In today’s digital age, distrac-

tions are everywhere. Social 
media, games, and messaging 
apps can divert your attention, 
wasting precious study time. 
Create a distraction-free study 
environment.

Turn off notifications, use web-
site blockers, and designate spe-
cific study hours without inter-
ruptions. Inform your friends 
and family about your study 
schedule, seeking their support 
in maintaining a focused study 
atmosphere.

9. Ignoring time management
Effective time management 

is key to success in any exam. 
Many students fail to practice 
time-bound mock tests, lead-

ing to poor time management 
during the actual exam. Practice 
solving papers within the allot-
ted time to improve your speed 
and accuracy.

Divide your study time wisely 
among different subjects and 
topics. Prioritise topics based on 
their importance and your pro-
ficiency level, ensuring balanced 
coverage of the entire syllabus.

10. Panicking during the exam
Lastly, panicking during the 

exam is a common but detri-
mental mistake. Anxiety can 
cloud your judgment and hinder 
your ability to think clearly. To 
combat this, practice relaxation 
techniques, deep breathing, and 
positive visualization. Remind 
yourself of your preparation and 
stay confident in your abilities. 
Manage your time wisely during 
the exam, answering questions 
you are most confident about 
first. Stay calm and focused 
throughout the examination 
period.

Understanding and address-
ing these mistakes can not only 
elevate your confidence but also 
optimise your study efforts, 
ensuring a more effective and 
fruitful preparation period. 
Remember, studying smart is 
as important as studying hard. 
By avoiding these mistakes and 
staying focused, you can face 
the CBSE /ICSE/STATE Board 
Exam 2025 with confidence.

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 
columnist street kour 
Chand MHR Malout 

Punjab)

By: Sunil Mahala 

In this era of digital revolution, the 
screen time of children is continu-
ously increasing, which is having 

a negative impact on both the health 
and future of children. It would not be 
wrong to say that in today’s changing 
times, mobile, internet, social network-
ing sites have become an integral part 
of every person’s daily routine. In fact, 
today with affordable data plans and 
increasing internet facilities, a large 
number of youth in the country are con-
stantly turning towards digital media. 
Social media platforms like Instagram, 
WhatsApp and Facebook have become 
virtual public spaces, and through this 
the youth exchange their thoughts and 
experiences. Today social, direct com-
munication has reduced a lot. These 
platforms of the virtual world provide 
connectivity to everyone, on the other 
hand they also contribute to increas-
ing screen time. Today, due to social 
media, the screen time of our youth has 
increased a lot. This is affecting not only 
their health but also the career of the 
youth. It would not be wrong to say 
that due to increasing screen time, on 
one hand the mind of children is get-
ting distracted from studies, on the 
other hand, children are also becoming 
victims of stress and depression today.  
Excessive use and application of social 
networking sites is also continuously 
reducing our relationships and social 
interactions.

The growing addiction to screen time 
is leading to lack of sleep and depres-
sion. Today, the screen time of children 
is increasing not only in India but all 
over the world. This is reducing the con-
centration of children and increasing 
their irritability, but now many coun-
tries of the world, including India, are 
taking many initiatives to ban children 
from using social networking sites. In 
this sequence, it is worth mentioning 
that Australia has banned the use of 
social media by children below 16 years 
of age. For this, the Australian Senate 

has recently passed a bill. In the US state 
of Florida also, children below 14 years 
of age cannot use social media. Not only 
this, today there is strictness on the use 
of social media by children in France, 
Germany, Belgium, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Britain, Ireland, Canada, 
Nigeria, Brazil, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
South Korea and New Zealand, Euro-
pean Union and many other countries. 
In Sweden, there is a complete ban on 
mobile use for children below two years 
of age. The screen time for children from 
2 to 5 years and 6 to 12 years is fixed.  
However, it is a very good initiative that 
recently, realizing the addiction of chil-
dren in India to continuous screen time 
for hours, the innovation of ‘Mobile 
Vrat’ has been started.It is worth men-
tioning that mobile fast or digital fasting 
sets the limit of smartphone usage for 
people in a day or a week. In digital fast-
ing (mobile fast), people use technology 
only according to the prescribed time. 
In fact, this fasting usually includes 
phones, tablets or laptops.

However, it would not be wrong to 
say that today not only children but 
everyone watches unnecessary con-
tent on mobile for hours. For example, 
numerous content including political, 
religious, educational knowledge and 
news, entertainment are being watched 
and listened to on Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube, Twitter, Whatsapp. For the 
information of the readers, let me tell 
you that recently in Mumbai, the reli-
gious leaders of the Bohra community, 
while giving a message to the people 
of the community, have said that chil-
dren below the age of 15 years should 
be kept away from mobile. Its effect is 
being seen in many parts of the country 
and news of this effect is continuously 
coming from the media. Similar effect 
was also seen recently in the Bohra com-
munity of Rajasthan.  It is worth noting 
that in some villages of Kota, Dungar-
pur, Udaipur of Rajasthan, parents 
take away mobile phones from their 
children after 7 pm. Not only this, the 
parents themselves are also trying to 
stay away from mobile phones (reduce 

screen time) for two hours in the eve-
ning. A similar experiment done in 
Saundla village of Ahilyanagar district 
of Maharashtra has become a topic of 
discussion in the media these days.
Here, children observe ‘mobile fast’ 
from 7 to 9 pm every day. By the way, 
for the information of the readers, let me 
tell you that mobile fast has also been 
given the name of e-upwas or digital 
fasting. Not only this, digital fasting is 
also known as digital detox, dopamine 
fasting, unplugging from technology 
and digital sabbath etc. Jain society has 
already started mobile fast or digital 
fasting during Prayurshna a long time 
ago.

It would not be wrong to say that 
today mobile fast/mobile fast is the 
need of the hour. Today we have created 
a small world around smartphones, lap-
tops, computers, internet and this habit 
of ours is not right at all, because it is 
giving rise to many problems including 
health and social problems. In today’s 
fast-paced life, mobile fasting is very 
important, because stress and depres-
sion surround man from all sides. Man 
does not have time for himself today, 
man is lost in this world of matter and 
has become materialistic.  It would not 
be wrong to say that by including digi-
tal fasting in our routine, we can give 
social strength to our relationships. We 
are able to do any productive work, 
our health also remains good. Mobile 
fasting gives us time for better works. 
Mobile fasting will keep both our body 
and mind healthy and good.

In our Sanatan tradition and culture, 
fasting is considered an important 
part of the lifestyle, so why should we 
not adopt mobile detox in our lives 
today? However, if we talk about fig-
ures, Deloitte’s 2022 Global TMT study 
states that India will have 100 crore 
smartphone users by 2026, which is a 
very large number in itself. It can be 
guessed how many people in India will 
be using smartphones today. According 
to a report, India is among the coun-
tries with the highest data usage in the 
world today. People in India spend 

more time on smartphones on average 
than in other countries. According to 
the report, the trend of watching videos 
on smartphones has increased signifi-
cantly in India and it will increase up to 
four times by 2025. Data traffic in India 
increased by 31 percent in 2021 and 
the average mobile data consumption 
has reached 17 GB per user per month.  
Not only this, a study conducted by 
Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Rohtak on the use of social media by 
youth has revealed that the average 
screen time of a man is 6 hours 45 min-
utes, while the average screen time of a 
woman is 7 hours 5 minutes. The study 
also revealed that about 60.66 percent 
of youth use social media platforms, 
which is most commonly used in the 
evening. Entertainment related content 
has the highest viewership of more than 
50 percent. In the end, I would say that 
increasing screen time reduces our 
physical activity, which increases the 
risk of weight gain and obesity, which 
is considered to be a major factor in 
many serious chronic diseases such as 
heart disease, diabetes, etc. Exposure 
to mobile or other screens at an early 
age can affect the mental and physical 
development of children, problems of 
concentration, stress, depression can 
occur. Therefore, we should ensure 
digital fasting while working towards 
protecting the health of children and 
their future. 

(Sunil Kumar Mahala, 
freelance writer, colum-

nist and young litterateur, 
Uttarakhand.

Mobile 
9828108858/9460557355), 
<mahalasunil@yahoo.

com>

EDITORIAL Digital Fasting is the need of the hour

Mistakes to Avoid while Preparing for CBSE/ICSE/State board Exam 2025

Nationalism, a political ideology that 
emphasizes the interests, culture, 
and identity of a particular nation, 

has seen a resurgence in recent years. 
Once a driving force behind the indepen-
dence movements in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, nationalism today manifests in 
various forms, ranging from cultural pride 
and unity to aggressive isolationism and 
xenophobia. This resurgence has signifi-
cant implications for global peace, coop-
eration, and diplomacy.
Nationalism first gained prominence in 

the 19th century during the formation of 
modern nation-states in Europe. It was a 
response to imperialism and the desire for 
self-determination, with movements like 
those in Italy and Germany seeking to unify 
fragmented regions under a single national 
identity. In the 20th century, nationalism 
played a pivotal role in the formation of 
countries and the collapse of empires, par-
ticularly after World War I and World War 
II. However, the aftermath of these wars 
also saw the rise of international organiza-
tions like the United Nations, designed to 
foster global cooperation, peace, and the 
reduction of nationalism’s most destructive 
tendencies, particularly in the form of war.
Today, the rise of nationalism is being 

driven by a variety of factors, including eco-
nomic insecurity, cultural shifts, and dis-
satisfaction with globalization. The modern 
version of nationalism often emphasizes 
the interests of the nation over international 
cooperation, and sometimes even at the 
expense of human rights and democratic 
values. This growing sentiment is both a 
reaction to and a consequence of global-
ization, which has brought about new chal-
lenges and inequalities.
One of the major catalysts for the resur-

gence of nationalism is the economic 
disruption caused by globalization. While 
globalization has led to economic growth 
in many parts of the world, it has also cre-
ated significant disparities, particularly in 
advanced economies. The outsourcing of 
jobs, deindustrialization, and the rise of 
income inequality have left many working-
class citizens feeling disenfranchised and 
disconnected from the globalized econo-
my. In response, nationalist leaders capi-
talize on these frustrations by promising to 
bring jobs back to the domestic economy, 
protect national industries, and challenge 
international trade deals that they view as 
detrimental to the nation’s interests.
Nationalism is also fueled by fears of cul-

tural erosion due to immigration and the 
perceived loss of national identity. As more 
people migrate across borders in search of 
better economic opportunities or to escape 
conflict, nationalism has often been mobi-
lized to preserve the traditional cultural 
and religious values of the native popula-
tion. In countries like the United States, 
the UK, and parts of Europe, immigration 
has become a flashpoint for nationalist 
movements. These movements argue 
that unchecked immigration undermines 
national cohesion, fosters cultural dilution, 
and threatens social stability.
Populist leaders have emerged as the 

faces of the new wave of nationalism, 
using rhetoric that capitalizes on public 
discontent with the political establish-
ment. Figures like Donald Trump in the 
United States, Viktor Orbán in Hungary, 
and Narendra Modi in India have promoted 
nationalism as a tool to consolidate politi-
cal power. These leaders often portray 
themselves as champions of the common 
people, fighting against a global elite that 
they claim has neglected the needs of ordi-
nary citizens. Their appeal lies in their abil-
ity to tap into national pride while promising 
to protect citizens from external threats, 
including immigration, trade imbalances, 
and foreign influence.
Nationalism’s resurgence is also linked to 

a growing skepticism towards international 
organizations like the European Union, the 
United Nations, and even multilateral trade 
agreements. Critics argue that these orga-
nizations often prioritize global cooperation 
over national interests, leaving countries 
vulnerable to decisions made by distant 
bureaucrats. Brexit, the UK’s decision to 
leave the European Union, is a prominent 
example of how nationalist sentiment can 
lead to the rejection of international coop-
eration in favor of sovereignty and self-
determination.

RISE OF 
NATIONALISM
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Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Dec 28: 

The Srinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (SMC) 
has intensified its snow 
clearance operations 
across the city following 
recent snowfall.

Efforts are being made 
to ensure that essential 
routes and internal road 
links remain accessible.

Commissioner Owais 
Ahmed said, “Since yes-
terday, our main teams 
have been deployed, 
and both our person-
nel and machinery 
are working tirelessly 
to clear the snow on 
Srinagar roads. Prior-
ity roads have already 
been cleared, and we 
are actively working to 
clear all roads in Sri-
nagar.”

He said that to handle 
the heavy snow, the 
SMC has deployed 
approximately 40 snow 
clearance machines.

“Special focus has 
been placed on criti-
cal routes, particularly 
those leading to hospi-
tals and other essen-
tial areas. Additionally, 
internal road links are 
being cleared manu-
ally by the corporation’s 
teams to ensure smooth 
access for residents”.

He said that the 
administration remains 
committed to minimizing 
disruptions caused by 
the weather. The Com-
missioner assured that 
all resources are being 
utilized to restore nor-
malcy in Srinagar at the 
earliest.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: 

Jammu and Kash-
mir’s popular tourist 
destinations Patnitop, 
Nathatop, and Sana-
sar experienced their 
first snowfall of the 
season today.

The snowfall began 
early in the morning, 
creating a magical 
ambiance.
Munish Gupta, a 

hotelier in Patnitop, 
expressed his delight, 
saying, “The snowfall 
has brought a fes-
tive vibe to the area. 
It’s the first snow of 
the season, and the 
atmosphere feels 
truly magical.”
Anjali Kapoor, a 

tourist from Delhi, 
shared her excite-
ment: “We had been 
eagerly waiting to 
experience snowfall, 

and it’s been abso-
lutely worth it. The 
views from Nathatop 
are breathtaking, and 
the snow has made it 
even more special.”
Local businesses 

are optimistic about 
the season. Another 
hotelier commented, 
“With the arrival of 
snowfall, we antici-
pate a significant 
increase in tourist 
footfall. We are hope-
ful that the upcoming 
New Year celebra-
tions will be grand 
and draw even more 
visitors to this beauti-
ful destination.”
The snowfall is 

expected to pro-
vide a much-needed 
boost to tourism in the 
areas, with many trav-
elers planning trips to 
enjoy the snow-clad 
hills.

Top News Report
KULGAM, Dec 28: 

Following heavy snow-
fall, extensive snow 
clearance operations 
are underway across 
Kulgam district with 
all available resources 
deployed to ensure con-
nectivity and essential 
services.

Assistant Executive 
Engineer (AEE) of the 
Mechanical Engineer-
ing Department (MED), 
Khurshid Abdullah, said 
that the snow clearance 
machinery has been sig-
nificantly augmented.

“A total of 25 snow 
clearance machines are 
currently in operation, 
covering 585 kilometers 
of 162 roads in the dis-
trict,” he said.

“Our operations pri-
oritize 74 major roads 
(Priority-1) spanning 

430.57 kilometers and 
88 other link roads (Pri-
ority-2) covering 154.66 
kilometers. So far, we 
have cleared 43% of 
the roads. Out of 74 Pri-
ority-1 roads, 40 have 
been cleared, covering 
223.89 kilometers. For 
the Priority-2 roads, 
30 have been cleared, 
spanning 35.57 kilome-
ters. Efforts are ongo-
ing to clear the remain-
ing snow as quickly as 
possible,” Abdullah said, 
adding that he is per-
sonally monitoring the 
situation on the ground.

On the electricity front, 
Executive Engineer 
(Exen) of the KPDCL 
Kulgam, Abdul Hameed 
Akhoon, told KINS that 
all 33kV lines and 72 
feeders of 11kV in the 
district are currently 
down.

“Restoration of 33kV 

lines is a prerequisite 
for recharging the 11kV 
lines. However, the 
essential power line for 
Kulgam hospital is 75% 
operational, and our 
teams are working dili-
gently to restore power 
at the earliest,” Akhoon 
assured.

In addition, a district 
administration official 
confirmed that food sup-
plies for upper reaches 
have been stocked for 
four months in advance.

To address medi-
cal emergencies, 4x4 
ambulances have also 
been strategically posi-
tioned in these areas.

Authorities have reas-
sured residents that all 
necessary efforts are 
being made to address 
the challenges posed 
by the snowfall and to 
restore normalcy in the 
district.

Top News Report
BARAMULLA, Dec 28:  

In response to the snow-
fall, the District Adminis-
tration of Baramulla has 
made significant prog-
ress in restoring essen-
tial services, including 
road connectivity, power 
supply, and drinking 
water.

Restoration efforts are 
being carried out across 
the district to ensure a 
swift return to normalcy 
for residents.

Efforts were on to 
restore all major roads, 
including the Srinagar-
Uri National Highway, 
Gulmarg, Tangmarg, 
and other key routes for 
vehicular movement.

“Salt was applied early 
in the morning to clear 
icy patches, ensuring 

smoother and safer 
travel.

Efforts are ongoing to 
clear link roads in rural 
and urban areas, with 
plans to have them fully 
cleared by this evening,” 
one of the officials of the 
district administration, 
said.

He said that the res-
toration of the power 
supply is progress-
ing well, with 80% of 
the 11kV feeders now 
fully restored. Restora-
tion teams are work-
ing around the clock to 
achieve 100% restora-
tion of power supply in 
the affected areas.

Drinking water supply 
has been partially dis-
rupted in several areas 
due to freezing condi-
tions. Restoration teams 

are actively addressing 
these issues, and full 
restoration is expected 
soon to ensure access 
to clean drinking water.

The health sector 
remains fully operation-
al, with necessary mea-
sures in place to ensure 
that essential medical 
services continue with-
out interruption. Emer-
gency teams are on 
standby to address any 
immediate healthcare 
needs.

The District Adminis-
tration is committed to 
resolving any remaining 
issues swiftly and ensur-
ing the safety and well-
being of all residents. 
Cooperation from the 
public is encouraged 
to aid in the restoration 
efforts.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Dec 28: 

A fire broke out today 
in Firdous Abad Bata-
mallo area of Srinagar, 
damaging a residential 
house partially.

Fire and Emergency 
Services (F&ES) per-
sonnel swiftly respond-
ed to the blaze and 
were on the job to 
contain it.

The fire caused par-

tial damage to the 
affected house, though 
no injuries have been 
reported so far.

The F&ES team 
worked tirelessly to 
bring the fire under 
control and prevent 
it from spreading to 
nearby structures.

Authorities have initi-
ated an investigation to 
determine the cause of 
the fire. 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: 

Dogri Sanstha Jammu 
released Inderjeet Kes-
ar’s Dogri novel ‘Dohri‘ 
in a simple but impres-
sive function organized 
at Writers’ Club, K.L. 
Saigal Hall, Jammu.

On this occasion, 
Prof. R.D.Sharma, 
former Vice Chancellor,  
Jammu University was 
chief guest, Retired Maj 
Gen. S.K. Sharma was 
special guest whereas 
Prof. Lalit Magotra, 
President Dogri Sanstha 
Jammu presided over 
the function.

Prof. R.D Sharma, 
the Chief Guest while 
addressing the august 
gathering said that 
Dogri Sanstha has 
been doing commend-
able effort in promoting 
mother tongue Dogri 
and regional cultural 
heritage since its forma-
tion in 1944.

He said that it’s the 
duty of all individuals to 
contribute to this noble 
cause as Dogri is facing 

a threat like many other 
mother tongues all over 
the world. We have to 
realize that our mother 
tongue and cultural tra-
ditions are in fact our 
existence and we have 
to preserve it at all costs.

He congratulated vet-
eran dogri writer Inder-
jeet Kesar in enriching 
the language and litera-
ture with colossal contri-
butions and welcomed 
his another creative lit-
erary work in the form 
of a novel.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Retired Maj. Gen. 
S K. Sharma said that 
Dogri is a sweet lan-
guage and we should 
try our level best to pre-
serve and promote it.

It needs devotees like 
Inderjeet Kesar who believe in working for a 
cause, which is in fact 
a common cause for 
all of us. He hoped that 
others would also follow 
him and enrich mother 
tongue with quality lit-
erature. 

Prof. Lalit Magotra 
while extending grati-

tude to the author Inder-
jeet Kesar said that he 
has been a writer, work-
ing with a mission to 
contribute more and 
more which is an inspi-
ration for others also.

Although, at present he 
is more inclined to writ-
ing novels, he has also 
given beautiful poetry, 
travelogues, essays, 
children’s literature thus 
enriching literature writ-
ten in mother tongue. 
On this occasion, the 
author Inderjeet Kesar 
also shared his literary 
journey with the audi-
ence.

A detailed paper on 
the novel was presented 
by Ashok Khajuria, the 
program was conduct-
ed by Promila Manhas 
and Rajeshwar Singh’ 
Raju’ , General Sec-
retary, Dogri Sanstha 
Jammu presented vote 
of thanks. The function 
was attended in large 
numbers by litterateurs, 
literature lovers and 
family members of the 
author.

Top News Report
VIJAYPUR, Dec 28: 

The Police Technical 
Training Institute (PTTI) 
Vijaypur in collabora-
tion with Mahindra Astro 
India Automobiles Bari 
Brahmana Jammu orga-
nizes one-day workshop 
on “Operation & Mainte-
nance of departmental 
Vehicles”.

Police personnel from 
various units/wings of 
district Jammu, Samba, 
Kathua, Doda, Kishtwar, 
Srinagar, Awantipora, 
Pulwama and Baramul-
la of J&K Police actively 
participated in the train-
ing program.

The workshop was 
aimed at familiarizing 
the police personnel 
with the operational 
& maintenance of the 
vehicles. The day long 
workshop was held in 
two sessions viz., Indoor 
lecture and practical 
demonstration.

The workshop was 
inaugurated by Dushy-
ant Sharma-SSP, Prin-
cipal PTTI Vijaypur, who 
addressed the partici-
pants, highlighting the 
significance of the train-
ing session.

He emphasized upon 

the proper maintenance 
of the vehicles in order 
to have an effective uti-
lization of the vehicles 
as well as to avoid any 
sudden breakdown 
while driving.

On the occasion, the 
invited guests Engi-
neer/Technician Pawan 
Kumar and Asgar Ali 
from Mahindra Astro 
India Automobiles 
Jammu shared their 
expertise, impart essen-
tial knowledge to the 
police personnel with 
regards to the impor-
tance of operation & 
maintenance of vehicles 
and explained in detail 
the types of mainte-
nance of vehicles, gen-
eral safety precautions 
& procedures, function-
ing of equipments & 
tools etc. during their 
lectures in the first ses-
sion of the workshop.

Accordingly during 
the second session, the 
practical demonstration 
on the maintenance of 
vehicles was presented 
by the invitees in order 
to get the participants 
understandable practi-
cally with the mainte-
nance procedures of the 
vehicles.

Concluding the work-
shop, Principal PTTI 
Vijaypur thanked both 
the engineers for spar-
ing their valuable time 
for imparting lecture/
demonstration to the 
police personnel and 
also expected that the 
participants will definite-
ly have gain knowledge 
and shall follow these 
procedures to keep 
their vehicles main-
tained properly in order 
to avoid any undue fault 
while driving.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: The protest led 

by Movement Kalki, demanding 
the declaration of Mother Cow as 
the ‘National Mother’, stricter cow 
protection laws, the construction 
of cowsheds, and the formation of 
a Sanatan Board, has entered its 
69th day. Despite facing adverse 
weather conditions, including last 
night’s heavy rainfall, the pro-
testers have shown unwavering 
resolve to continue their fight until 
their demands are met.

The torrential rain created sig-
nificant hardships at the protest 
site located at Amphalla Chowk, 
soaking essential items such as 
blankets, mattresses, and other 
belongings. Despite these chal-
lenges, the protesters remained 
determined and continued their 

activities, including the Aarti of 
Mother Cow in the rain. By morn-
ing, they had rallied together to dry 
the soaked materials and contin-
ued with their demonstration.

Sunita Kundal, a board member 
of Movement Kalki, emphasized 
the resilience of the protesters, 
stating, “Rain, cold, or any other 
challenge cannot break our spirit. 
We will not end our protest until 
Mother Cow is declared as the 
National Mother.”

Monika Sharma, another member 
of the movement, expressed frus-
tration with the government’s inac-
tion, questioning why the signifi-
cance of Mother Cow is not being 
recognized officially. “Is Mother 
Cow only the responsibility of 
Movement Kalki members? Why 
doesn’t the government recognize her significance? We urge the gov-

ernment to provide adequate facili-
ties for the protesters so that this 
movement can continue without 

obstacles,” she remarked.
Karnail Chand, a senior board 

member, issued a stern warning 
to the government, stating, “If any 
protester falls ill or faces any dif-
ficulty at the protest site, the gov-
ernment will be held accountable. 
Despite the challenges, our mem-
bers stood strong throughout the 
rain, and we will not retreat from 
our mission.”

Other key members at the protest 
site included Karnail Chand, Sapna 
Kohli, Pawan Narang, Pritam 
Sharma, Advocate Sumeshwar 
Kohli, Monika Sharma, Rakesh 
Sharma, and Mela Ram. They 
worked tirelessly to dry and 
arrange the soaked belongings, 
maintaining the protest’s spirit.

Movement Kalki has appealed to 
the public to support their cause, 
urging them to stand with the 
movement to achieve the goal 
of declaring Mother Cow as the 
National Mother.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: Students of Delhi Public 

School Jammu participated in prestigious 
Vidyarthi Vigyan Manthan 2024 -25 State 
Level Exam (VVM) organized by Vijnana 
Bharati (VIBHA) on 15th Dec. 2024 held at 
CSIR-IIIM, Jammu. Out of total 131 students 
who appeared from various schools across 
J&K for this prestigious exam, 31 students 
were from DPS Jammu who bagged top 9 
positions out of total 18 selections in State 
Level Exam i.e 50% of total selections were 
from DPS Jammu.

It is noteworthy that VVM Exam is a nation-
al level digital based Science Talent Search 
Examination meant for educating and popu-
larizing Science among school students.

Syed Hansa (VI-H) 2nd position, Paras 
Gupta (VII-B)-1st position, Mohd. Umair 
Malik (VII-F)-2nd position, Chirag Luthra 
(VIII-C)-1st position, Mhotsav Gandotra 
(VIII-J) 2nd position, Taransh Mahajan (IX-

D)- 2nd position, Tarini Gupta (X-J)-2nd posi-
tion, Danish Talwar (XI-A) 1st position and 
Manaswin Mahajan (XI-A)-3rd position.

Further, Syed Hansa Paras Gupta, Mohd. 
Umair Malik, Chirag Luthra,  Mhotsav Gan-
dotra,  Taransh Mahajan , Tarini Gupta & 
Danish Talwar will now represent J&K at a 
National level exam to be held in May-2025.

All the winners were given cash prizes, 
Certificates of Merit and Mementoes where-
as all the participants were given Certificates 
of participation and Mementos.

The esteemed Management DPS Jammu, 
President-RCT, Ajatshatru Singh, Pro VC-
Kuwarani Dr. Ritu Singh, Director- S.S Sodhi 
along with Principal-DPS Jammu, Ruchi 
Chabra and staff congratulated the winners, 
participants and their parents.

They also applauded their teachers in-
charge, Navneet Kaur and Dr. Paramjeet 
Singh, VVM Coordinators. They also extend-
ed their best wishes to them for the upcom-
ing National Level Exam.

Dogri Sanstha Jammu releases Inderjeet 
Kesar’s Dogri novel ‘Dohri’

PTTI Vijaypur organizes workshop on “operational 
& maintenance of departmental vehicles”

Movement Kalki’s protest continues for 69th Day

SMC steps up snow clearance 
operations in Srinagar to 
ensure smooth connectivity

First snowfall of season brings 
joy to tourists in Patnitop, 
Nathatop & Sanasar

Snow clearance in full swing in 
Kulgam: 43% of roads cleared, efforts 
on to restore electricity

Essential services restoration in full swing 
amid heavy snowfall in Bla District

DPS Jammu bags top positions in 
VVM State level exam

Fire breaks out in Firdous 
Abad Batamallo
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Emerging as a fresh 
face in the Punjabi film 
industry, Deep Sehgal 
has captured hearts with 
her charm and talent. 
Her debut movie, Je Jatt 
Vigad Gaya, has gener-
ated a buzz, and Deep’s 
excitement is palpable. 
And she is as thrilled 
about her story—from 
a simple, middle-class 
background to the big 
screen.

Dream role
Talking about her 

breakthrough role in Je 
Jatt Vigad Gaya, she 
says, “I’ve done movies 
before in side roles, but 
I was looking for a proj-
ect where I could play a 
lead role. When Manish 
sir, the director, narrated 
the story and offered me 
the part, I was excited 
and asked him when 
we could start. I loved 
it, and, as you know, the 
first lead role is always 
special.”

Persistence pays
Coming from a middle-

class family, Deep faced 
countless obstacles, but 
it was her persistence 
that kept her going. 
“Talking about this 
makes me very emotion-
al. With everyone talking 
about the movie now, it 
brings back memories. 
I recently shared a reel 
on Instagram show-
ing my journey and 
was so overwhelmed. 
When you dream about 
something and it finally 
happens, it’s incredible. 
Coming from a middle-
class family, without a 
godfather in the industry 
or any support, it’s been 
a tough journey. Stand-
ing here today, surviv-
ing, and progressing 
on pure hard work and 
self-belief, it feels like if 
you keep going, eventu-
ally, even God helps you 
along.”

After her initial expe-
riences in side roles, 
she knew she wanted 
more—roles where she 
could truly showcase 
her talent. “In 2019, I 
decided I wanted some-
thing big—I wanted to 

show the world I can act. 
In smaller roles, you’re 
limited in what you can 
express. I wanted to 
work on my skills, so I 
moved to Mumbai, start-
ed doing workshops, 
and enrolled in Anupam 
Kher’s Academy. I knew 
that once I enhanced my 
skills, I would gain the 
confidence to get the 
role I dreamed of. And 
when I got Je Jatt Vigad 
Gaya, I gave my cent 
percent to it.”

Challenges, choices 
and reality

When asked about her 
decision to move away 
from catalog shoots 
and music videos, Deep 
reflects on the struggle 
of balancing survival 
with her long-term goals.

“When you’re just 
starting, there’s a lot of 
pressure. I had to look 
for ways to survive, but 
I didn’t want to do any-

thing that lacked value. 
You know how Punjab 
makes a lot of music 
videos—there are so 
many people involved, 
but I felt it wasn’t taken 
seriously. So, I didn’t 
get into it. Instead, I did 
a lot of catalog shoots. 
I’d have 14-hour shifts, 
sometimes changing 80 
outfits in a single day. 
I always kept in mind 
that once I did a movie, 
I wouldn’t go back to 
catalog shoots.”

Her choice to focus on 
films instead of music 
videos was driven by 
her desire to be taken 
seriously in the industry. 
“I’d heard that people 
who do music videos 
aren’t taken seriously 
in the industry. Yes, you 
can earn a lot through 
music videos but I didn’t 
want to risk it. I used 
to travel to Mumbai, 
Surat, even Indore, for 

catalog shoots—some-
times traveling all day 
and then coming back. 
It motivated me to focus 
on movies. I remem-
ber the last day I did 
a catalog shoot, I was 
running fever. When I 
came back, I told myself 
I wouldn’t do it anymore 
and shortly after, I got 
this movie.”

Outsider’s struggle
As an outsider in the 

industry, Deep has wit-
nessed the struggles 
of newcomers first-
hand. She believes that 
everyone aiming for 
something extraordinary 
must face challenges, 
regardless of the field. “I 
think anyone wanting to 
do something different 
from your regular nine 
to five jobs should be 
ready to face struggles. 
Nothing comes without 
effort and in my expe-
rience, it’s essential to 
go through challenges. 
But I’ve always felt that 
if I had done something 
else, like a business, I 
would still have had to 
struggle. Hard work is 
crucial, and I deeply 
respect Diljit Dosanjh. 
He’s been in this indus-
try for 20 years, putting 
in extreme hard work, 
and it’s truly inspiring.”

The journey is never 
easy, but Deep’s belief in 
destiny shines through. 
“If I question why it took 
eight years to get here, 
there could be countless 
reasons. Maybe I wasn’t 
ready before, or, maybe, 
it was destiny.”

A journey of destiny 
and dedication

Her parents’ initial 
apprehension about her 
career choice is another 
chapter of her journey. 
“It was tough at first. 
Coming from a simple 
family, it was hard for 
them to understand. But 
slowly, they began to 
support me. Parents just 
want their kids to be safe 
and happy, and I think all 
parents are understand-
ing if you know how to 
explain your dreams to 
them.”

In 2024, several Bol-
lywood actors made a 
mark on both the big 
screen and streaming 
platforms with their cap-
tivating performances. 
Whether playing lead 
roles or others, they 
proved their mettle 
across diverse roles. 
From heartwarming 
tales to hard-hitting 
dramas, these seven 
actors truly owned the 
screen in 2024.

Period drama: Richa 
Chadha, Heeramandi

Richa Chadha left 
audiences spellbound 
with her powerful per-
formance as Lajjo in 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
magnum opus Heera-
mandi. Playing a piv-
otal role in this lavish 
period drama, Richa 
brought depth, grace 
and intensity to her char-
acter. Her commanding 
screen presence and 
emotionally charged 
scenes made her one 
of the most talked-about 
actors of 2024. Her per-
formance on OTT drew 
comparisons to some 
of the finest portrayals 
in Indian period dramas.

Comic timing: Abhishek 
Banerjee, Stree 2

Abhishek Banerjee 
once again proved why 
he’s one of Bollywood’s 
most versatile actors 
with his standout per-

formance in Stree 2. 
Known for his impec-
cable comic timing, 
Banerjee added more 
layers to his character, 
Jana, blending humour 
with an undercurrent of 
fear and mystery. His 
ability to hold the audi-
ence’s attention makes 
him a true star in both 
theatrical releases and 
OTT content.

Flying high: Akshay 
Oberoi, Fighter

With Fighter, Akshay 
Oberoi showcased his 
acting prowess like 
never before. Playing 
a complex and layered 
character of a fighter 
pilot opposite Bollywood 
superstars, Oberoi man-
aged to shine with his 
nuanced portrayal. His 
intense screen pres-

ence and the emotional 
depth he brought to his 
role earned him wide-
spread acclaim. While 
Fighter was a big-screen 
spectacle, Oberoi also 
maintained his OTT 
presence with memo-
rable roles, proving his 
ability to adapt to differ-
ent formats.

Cop story: Ravi Kishan, 
Laapataa Ladies

Ravi Kishan, known 
for his charismatic and 
larger-than-life persona, 
delivered a standout 
performance as a cop 
in Laapataa Ladies. 
His role in this feminist 
comedy-drama was 
humorous and thought-
provoking. Kishan’s 
impeccable dialogue 
delivery and natural 
charm elevated the 

film’s comic elements, 
making him a show-
stealer once again. His 
ability to switch between 
serious and comic roles 
with ease has made him 
a consistent performer 
in both cinema and OTT.

Being versatile: Pratik 
Gandhi, Madgaon 
Express

Pratik Gandhi contin-
ued his streak of pow-
erful performances in 
Madgaon Express, 
where he played a piv-
otal role. Known for his 
ability to portray morally 
complex characters, 
Gandhi once again cap-
tivated viewers with his 
performance. His role 
was central to the film’s 
gripping storyline, and 
his presence on OTT 
platforms this year has 

only solidified his status 
as a versatile actor who 
can shine on any plat-
form.

Witty character: Vir 
Das, Call Me Bae

Stand-up comedian-
actor Vir Das made 
waves on OTT with his 
role in Call Me Bae. 
Playing a flamboy-
ant and witty charac-
ter, his comic flair was 
on full display but he 
also brought emotional 
depth to his role, sur-
prising viewers. His 
ability to blend humour 
with poignant moments 
made him a standout 
performer. His transition 
from stand-up comedy 
to narrative storytelling 
on OTT continues to win 
him new fans and critical 
acclaim alike.

Screen presence: Til-
lotama Shome, Tribuvan 
Mishra CA Topper

Tillotama Shome deliv-
ered a gripping and 
emotionally charged 
performance in the Hindi 
web series Tribhuvan 
Mishra CA Topper. She 
was praised for her por-
trayal of the complex 
character, Bindi. Her 
powerful screen pres-
ence drew audiences 
into her world, making 
her one of the most cap-
tivating performers of 
2024 on OTT platforms.

Actress Deep Sehgal has impressed 
with the film Je Jatt Vigarh Gya

Alvida 2024: Meet the stars who created a 
lasting impact

Hardik Thakkar, who is current-
ly seen in Versatile Motion Pic-
tures’ Swipe Crime on Amazon 
MX Player, is excited about how 
the show has captured the atten-
tion of viewers. He shared, “The 
name immediately intrigued me. 
Swiping, which is associated with 
dating apps like Tinder, and the 
crime element, were obvious from 
the start. It sparked my curiosity 
about what’s going to happen 
next.”

The show delves into the world 
of dating apps and social media, 
themes Hardik believes are highly 
relevant today. “Most young 
people are on dating apps, trust-
ing strangers without knowing the 
risks involved. While these plat-
forms can connect people with 
genuine intentions, there are 
always predators. The show helps 
viewers understand these risks 
and become more aware. I think 
that will go a long way in prevent-
ing crime.”

In the fast-paced world of social 
media, Hardik stressed that 
there’s more at stake than just 
online presence. “As an actor, your 

craft is what truly matters. Social 
media can help you get work, but 

the ability to deliver and uphold 
your ethics is crucial,” he said.

This new year, get 
ready for the ultimate 
culinary showdown on 
Sony Entertainment 
Television. The highly 
anticipated show Mas-
terchef India promises 
to be more exciting 
than ever, returning as 
Celebrity Masterchef—
Ab Unn Sabki Seeti 
Bajegi.

The ultimate foodie 
and entertainer, Farah 
Khan has been roped in 
as the host of Celebrity 
MasterChef - Ab Unn 
Sabki Seeti Bajegi on 
Sony Entertainment 
Television. Known for 
her straightforward 
feedback, Farah Khan 
will be the toughest 
critic in the kitchen. She 
doesn’t mince words, 
even when it comes 
to celebrities! With her 
sharp comments and 
witty one-liners, she will 
keep the contestants on 
their toes, making them 
accountable for every 

dish they create.
Shared Farah, “I’ve 

always been an avid 
foodie. I enjoy experi-
menting with recipes, 
exploring new cuisines 
and adding my own 
twist. I’ve channelled my 
love for food by starting 
my own digital cooking 
channel. When I was 
approached to host 
Celebrity MasterChef, I 
jumped at the opportu-
nity. Not only do I adore 
the format, but I’ve also 
had the pleasure of 
being friends with our 
fabulous Chef Judges 
— the talented Ranveer 
Brar and Vikas Khanna. 
I was part of the Mas-
terChef family when 
it first came to India, 
and I’m well acquainted 
with most of the incred-
ible celebrities that we 
have this season, so it’s 
going to be a wild ride! 
As host, I’m excited to 
bring the heat to the 
MasterChef kitchen.”

Sony SAB’s show 
Tenali Rama has 
returned with an excit-
ing new story. The show 
also marks the return 
of the clever and witty 
Raj Guru Tathacharya, 
played by the talented 
and seasoned actor 
Pankaj Berry. The 
much-loved and iconic 
character is known for 
his shrewdness and 
cunning nature, and is 
seen engaging in his 
trademark battle of wit 
with Tenali (played by 

Krishna Bharadwaj).
P a n k a j  s a i d , 

“Tathacharya is full of 
wit, mischief and charm, 
making him both a chal-

lenge and a joy to por-
tray. Bringing his quirks 
and humour to life has 
been a rewarding expe-
rience.”

In a recent discussion, 
Manoj Bajpayee, who 
was recently seen on 
the ZEE5 film Despatch, 
engaged with crime 
reporters and spoke 

openly about the chal-
lenges they face. “The 
greed, the fear, the basic 
needs, the family—how 
much conflict a journal-
ist of this nature goes 

through. A journalist is a 
human being and goes 
through a lot of personal 
conflict. In any field, a 
person deals with greed 
and fear, but the level 
of conflict a journalist 
faces on a day-to-day 
basis is significant. This 
is something we should 
discuss and bring to the 
table.”

He added, “While 
playing the role of a 
crime journalist in the 
film, I realised that 
doing the job is one 
thing but knowing the 
risk of losing one’s life 
is another. I salute all 
the reporters.”

Actor Hardik Thakkar talks about 
his show Swipe Crime...

Farah Khan to host Celebrity MasterChef

Pankaj Berry reprises his 
role in the show Tenali Rama

Manoj Bajpayee praises 
crime reporters
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JAIPUR, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Hapless 
mother of 3-year-old 
Chetna, who fell in a 
borewell on Monday 
afternoon in Kotputli, 
Rajasthan, is pleading 
with the administration 
to bring her daughter out 
to safety.

Dhole Devi, Chet-
na’s mother, was seen 
making tearful appeals 
to the authorities on Sat-
urday. “For God’s sake, 
take my daughter out,” 
she pleaded in despair. 
The ordeal has left her 
emotionally shattered as 
rescue efforts continue 
around the clock.

Chetna’s uncle, Shub-
hram, said on Saturday 
that the officials are 
unresponsive. “If you 
ask too many questions, 
they say, ‘The Collector 
ma’am will inform you; 
she’s currently resting’,” 

he said.
So far, the District Col-

lector has not visited the 
family, he complained.

Chetna’s mother is in 
deep distress, crying 
uncontrollably, desper-
ately requesting the girl 
to be brought out, he 
added.

The child is trapped at 
a depth of 150 feet, and 

her family, along with 
the entire community, is 
anxiously awaiting her 
rescue.

In Kotputli, a relent-
less rescue operation 
has entered its sixth 
day to save three-year-
old Chetna who fell 
into a 700-foot-deep 
borewell on Decem-
ber 23. Rescue teams 

have made progress, 
completing the welding 
of the casing pipe by 
Saturday morning. The 
next phase involves dig-
ging an 8-foot horizontal 
tunnel at a 90-degree 
angle, which officials 
hope will allow them to 
bring out Chetna soon.

The welding of the 
casing pipe has been 

finalised, enabling the 
team to focus on creat-
ing the horizontal tunnel. 
Fans, lights, oxygen, 
and cutter machines 
have been sent down 
the borewell to facilitate 
the operation. For safety 
reasons, the administra-
tion has restricted media 
access to the site.

The delay in imple-
menting alternative 
rescue plans has 
sparked cr i t ic ism 
among people as they 
argue that the simul-
taneous execution of 
Plan B alongside Plan 
A could have expedited 
the process, potentially 
avoiding the prolonged 
rescue timeline.

Despite these chal-
lenges, rescue teams 
remain committed to 
bringing Chetna back 
safely, with hopes for a 
positive outcome.

BH U BA N ESWA R /
B H A W A N I PAT N A , 
Dec 28 (Agencies): In 
a tragic incident, two 
persons were killed 
after a coal-laden truck 
rammed into the rear 
part of a stationery 
heavy vehicle near Pas-
tikudi village on National 
Highway-16 within Bha-
wanipatna Sadar police 
limits in the wee hours of 

Saturday.
Police said the statio-

nery truck was parked 
on the roadside and 
after the collision both 
the heavy vehicles 
caught fire. 

The driver and helper 
of the truck transport-
ing coal succumbed on 
the spot. The stationery 
truck was carrying rice 
and its driver had ille-

gally parked the vehicle 
on the highway.

The two trucks burst 
into flames after the 
crash, said the police. 
Odisha Fire and Emer-
gency Service person-
nel rushed to the spot 
to douse the blaze and 
recovered the bodies of 
the two deceased per-
sons.

Police said the identi-

ties of the deceased are 
yet to be established. 
The driver of the illegally 
parked truck managed 
to flee and police have 
launched a manhunt to 
nab him, said sources. 
Bhawanipatna Sadar 
police have registered 
a case in this connec-
tion and further probe is 
underway.

The accident comes 

at a time when Trans-
port department has 
launched a five-month 
special drive since Octo-
ber to check violations 
like illegal parking, over 
speeding and drunk 
driving, which are the 
major reasons behind 
road mishaps and fatali-
ties arising out of them, 
especially during win-
ters.

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 (Agen-
cies): The Supreme Court on 
Saturday gave the Punjab 
government time till December 
31 to persuade farmer leader 
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, who has 
been fasting for over a month, 
to shift to hospital.

In an unprecedented hearing, 
a vacation bench of Justices 
Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan 
pulled up the Punjab govern-
ment for allowing the situation 
to escalate and not complying 
with its earlier directions to 
provide medical assistance to 
Dallewal.

Expressing helplessness, the 
Punjab government said it is 
facing huge resistance from 
protesting farmers who have 
encircled Dallewal and are pre-
venting him from being taken 
to hospital.

Punjab Advocate General 
Gurminder Singh told the 
bench that a team of experts 
visited the protest site and tried 
to persuade Dallewal to shift to 

hospital and take medical help.
“He (Dallewal) has refused 

any kind of medical aid, includ-
ing (IV) drips, saying that it will 
undermine the cause of move-
ment,” he said.

This infuriated the bench 
which blamed the Punjab gov-
ernment for not doing enough 
to contain the situation and said 
the farmer leaders who are not 
allowing Dallewal to be taken to 
the hospital are involved in the 
criminal offence of abetment 

to suicide.
The top court allowed the 

Punjab government to seek any 
kind of logistics support from 
the Centre if the situation war-
rants, and hoped that the state 
government will comply with its 
direction of shifting Dallewal to 
hospital.

The bench said Dallewal is 
under some kind of “peer pres-
sure” and those farmer lead-
ers who are not allowing him to 
be shifted to a hospital do not 

seem to be his well-wishers.
“Are they interested in his life 

or something else? We don’t 
want to say much and only 
hope that the Punjab govern-
ment will comply with our direc-
tions,” the bench said.

On Friday, the top court 
expressed concern over the 
condition of Dallewal and 
directed the Punjab govern-
ment to ensure he is given 
medical assistance.

It had issued a notice to 
the Punjab Government on a 
contempt petition against its 
chief secretary and the direc-
tor general of police (DGP) for 
non-compliance of an order 
directing that medical aid be 
provided to Dallewal.

Dallewal has been on an 
indefinite fast at the Khanauri 
border since November 26 to 
press the Centre to accept 
farmers’ demands, including 
a legal guarantee of minimum 
support price for crops.

Rajasthan girl, 3, in borewell for 6th day, 
mother pleads for rescue

Truck driver, helper killed after rear-end collision 
with stationery heavy vehicle

SC gives Punjab govt time till Dec 31 to shift fasting 
farmer leader Dallewal to hospital

AURAIYA, Dec 28 
(Agencies): A girl’s 
grandfather, father 
and uncle have been 
arrested here for alleg-
edly raping the minor 
over a period of several 
months, leading to her 
pregnancy, police said 
on Saturday.

Additional Super-
intendent of Police 
Alok Misha said the 
girl, accompanied by 
a woman relative, had 
approached the local 
Bidhuna police station 
with the complaint on 
Friday following which 
an FIR was lodged 

and investigation was 
launched.

“She said her grand-
father, father and uncle 
had been sexually 
exploiting her for the last 
several months. 

The girl was taken for 
medical examination 
and prime facie it has 
come to light that she is 

two-month pregnant,” 
Mishra said.

“The accused have 
been arrested and 
were produced in a 
local court which has 
remanded them in judi-
cial custody,” he added.

The officer said the 
FIR was lodged under 
sections 64 (f) (rape 

by a relative, guardian 
or person in a position 
of trust or authority, 65 
(1) (rape of girl below 
16 years of age), 232 
(threatening any person 
to give false evidence), 
among others of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita.

Charges have also 
been invoked under the 
stringent Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 
Mishra said.

He said further inves-
tigations and legal pro-
ceedings in the case are 
underway.

JAIPUR, Dec 28 (Agencies): 
Former Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot on Saturday 
accused the NDA government of 
creating an “unnecessary con-
troversy” over the cremation and 
memorial of former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh.

Gehlot claimed that it was under 
public pressure that the BJP gov-
ernment announced plans to build 
a memorial for Singh in the future.

Singh, the architect of India’s 
economic reforms, died at the All 
India Institute of Medical Scienc-
es on Thursday night. He was 92.

“The National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) government has cre-

ated an unnecessary controversy 
over the cremation and memorial 
of a great personality like Dr Man-
mohan Singh,” Gehlot said on X.

The former Rajasthan chief min-
ister further stated that the people 
of the country have expressed 
their displeasure over this step of 
the government, and then, under 
the pressure of public sentiment, 
the BJP government announced 
to build a memorial in the future.

“The Government of India is 
conducting the cremation of a 
respected personality at Nigam 
Bodh Ghat instead of any special 
place. In 2010, after the death of 
former Vice President Bhairon 

Singh Shekhawat, without any 
demand from the BJP, the Con-
gress government spoke to his 
family and immediately allotted a 
special place for his last rites in 
Jaipur, and a memorial was built 
there,” Gehlot said.

After the death of Bal Thackeray 
in Maharashtra in 2012, the Con-
gress government allotted a spe-
cial place in Mumbai’s Shivaji Park 
for his last rites, he noted.

The former CM said that while 
Congress has always given 
respectful farewells to leaders of 
all parties, such behaviour by the 
BJP toward Manmohan Singh is 
“unfortunate”.

CHANDIGARH, Dec 
28 (Agencies): Punjab 
Police has arrested two 
persons for allegedly 
carrying out a grenade 
attack on the Islamabad 
police station in Amrit-
sar recently, officials 
said on Saturday.

  The attack was car-
ried out in the early 
hours of December 
17, though no one was 
injured in the incident.

Punjab Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) 
Gaurav Yadav on Sat-
urday said the special 
operation cell in Amrit-
sar busted a narco-ter-
ror module being oper-
ated by controllers from 
abroad.

“Gurjeet Singh from 
Dande in Amritsar 
and Baljit Singh from 
Chhapa in Tarn Taran 
have been arrested. 
The arrested persons 
carried out a grenade 
attack on Islamabad 
Police Station on 
December 17, 2024,” 
the DGP said in a post 
on X.

So far, 1.4 kg of heroin, 
one hand grenade and 
two pistols have been 
recovered, he said.

“Further investiga-
tions are on to uncover 
the entire network,” the 
DGP added.

After an explosion-
like noise was heard at 
the Islamabad police 
station on December 
17, Punjab Police had 
dubbed it as an “attack” 
with the DGP ordering 
strict action against the 
perpetrators.

The explosion-like 
noise was heard in the 
early hours of the day, 
causing panic in the 

area. Some locals put 
the time at around 3.15 
am.

The DGP visited Amrit-
sar the same day where 
he held a meeting with 
police officers to review 
the law and order situ-
ation and directed the 
officers concerned to 
ensure professional 
policing and take strict 
action against the per-
petrators.

A few grenade attacks 
on police stations have 
been reported from the 
state in recent times, 
though no one was 
injured in those inci-
dents.

NEW DELHI, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Former 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Sat-
urday attacked the BJP 
and the Congress after 
the Lieutenant Gover-
nor ordered a probe 
into the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s (AAP) pro-
posed welfare schemes 
based on a complaint 
by Congress’s Sand-
eep Dikshit. Address-
ing a press conference, 
Kejriwal accused the 
two parties of attempt-
ing to stop the AAP’s 
schemes for women 
and the elderly ahead 
of the Delhi elections.

“BJP lacked the cour-
age to act directly and 
instead got Congress 
leader Sandeep Dikshit 
to file the complaint. 
Congress and BJP are 
working together to stop 
AAP,” said Kejriwal. This 
is the first time that Kejri-
wal has targeted both 
the Congress and BJP.

“I had said that after 
winning the election, 
we will give Rs 2,100 
to women and free 
treatment to the elderly 
above 60 years of age. 
Both these schemes 
were so beneficial for 

the public that lakhs of 
people have registered 
for them already. This 
made the BJP nervous,” 
said AAP National Con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal in 
the press conference on 
Saturday.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor raised the following 
issues:

AAP’s announcement 
of providing Rs 2,100 to 
eligible women voters.

Allegations of intel-
ligence officers from 
Punjab operating at the 
residences of Congress 
candidates in Delhi.

Claims of cash being 
transferred from Punjab 
to Delhi ahead of the 
elections.

The AAP chief 
responded to these 
allegations and accused 
the BJP of attempting to 
sabotage AAP’s welfare 
schemes. “The BJP is 
contesting this elec-
tion just to stop every-
thing. If they win, they 
will discontinue all your 
schemes. If you vote 
for BJP, you will have 
to leave Delhi,” Kejriwal 
said.

Dismissing the allega-
tions, Kejriwal assert-
ed that the welfare 

schemes, such as the 
Mahila Samman Card 
and Sanjeevani Yojna, 
are electoral promises, 
not implemented pro-
grams. “What is there 
to investigate? These 
are promises we’ve 
made for after we win 
the elections,” he said, 
urging Delhi residents to 
continue registering for 
these initiatives.

Kejriwal further alleged 
that BJP leaders sent 
“goons” to disrupt AAP’s 
registration camps and 
involved the Delhi Police 
to halt the registration 
process.

“BJP doesn’t want the 
welfare of women and 
the elderly. They are 
anti-women and don’t 
want them to progress,” 
he claimed, adding that 
the BJP would make 
Delhi unlivable if they 
came to power.

In the press confer-
ence, he said that he is 
ready to go to jail again 
for the “people of Delhi.”

Kejriwal said, “If they 
send me to jail, I’ll go 
again, but I’ll keep fight-
ing for you.” He encour-
aged residents to “trust 
their Kejriwal” and con-
tinue registering for 
AAP’s proposed welfare 
schemes.

The allegations and 
counter-al legat ions 
come amid heightened 
political tension in Delhi 
as parties ramp up their 
campaigns ahead of the 
Delhi Assembly elec-
tions, scheduled to be 
held before February 
2024.

UP: Grandfather, father, uncle arrested for rape 
after minor girl found two months pregnant

NDA govt created ‘unnecessary controversy’ 
over Manmohan Singh’s cremation, 
memorial: Ashok Gehlot

Two held for recent grenade attack 
on police station in Amritsar

Working to stop AAP: Arvind 
Kejriwal attacks BJP and 
Congress after probe order

Punjab government said it is facing huge resistance from protesting farmers who have 
encircled Dallewal and are preventing him from being taken to hospital.

Dhole Devi, Chetna’s mother, was seen making tearful appeals to the authorities on Saturday.
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WASHINGTON, Dec 28 
(Agencies): US President Joe 
Biden on Saturday paid heart-
felt tributes to former Prime 
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, 
describing him as a “true 
statesman,” “kind and humble 
person,” and “dedicated public 
servant.”

Dr Singh, who served as 
India’s 14th Prime Minister 
and was widely regarded as 
one of the nation’s most distin-
guished economists, passed 
away on Thursday night at the 
All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences in New Delhi. He 
was 92.

Acknowledged as the ‘Archi-
tect of India’s economic 
reforms,’ Dr Singh led the 
Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance government as 
Prime Minister for two con-
secutive terms from 2004 to 
2014, leaving a lasting legacy 
on India’s economic and dip-
lomatic landscape.

In an official statement issued 
by the White House, President 
Biden said, “Jill and I join the 
people of India in grieving the 
loss of former Indian Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh.”

He emphasised that “the 
unprecedented level of coopera-
tion between the United States 
and India today would not have 
been possible without the Prime 
Minister’s strategic vision and 
political courage.”

President Biden credited Dr 
Singh for key milestones in 
Indo-US relations, including the 
landmark US-India Civil Nuclear 
Agreement and the establish-
ment of the Quad between Indo-
Pacific partners.

He added that Dr Singh chart-
ed pathbreaking progress that 
will continue to strengthen our 

nations and the world for gen-
erations to come.

“He was a true statesman. A 
dedicated public servant. And 
above all, he was a kind and 
humble person,” Biden stated.

Recalling his personal inter-
actions with Dr Singh, Biden 
mentioned their meetings during 
his tenure as Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee in 2008 and as Vice Pres-
ident during Dr Singh’s official 
visit to the US in 2009.

“He also graciously hosted me 
in New Delhi in 2013,” Biden 
said, noting their shared belief 

in the US-India relationship as 
one of the most consequential 
in the world.

Expressing his condolences, 
he added, “During this difficult 
time, we recommit to this vision 
to which Prime Minister Singh 
dedicated his life. Jill and I 
send our deepest condolences 
to former First Lady Gursharan 
Kaur, their three children, and all 
the people of India.”

Earlier on Friday, US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken had 
also expressed his sorrow, call-
ing Dr Singh “one of the great-
est champions of the US-India 
strategic partnership.”

Blinken highlighted Dr Singh’s 
pivotal role in advancing the US-
India Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
Agreement and his contribu-
tion to India’s rapid economic 
growth.

“The United States offers our 
sincere condolences to the 
people of India for the passing of 
former Prime Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh,” Blinken stated, 
adding, “We mourn Dr Singh’s 
passing and will always remem-
ber his dedication to bringing the 
United States and India closer 
together.”

‘True statesman, kind, dedicated public servant’: 
Biden pays tribute to Manmohan Singh

CAMACARI, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Dozens of 
Chinese workers found 
by authorities in poor 
condition at a construc-
tion site in Brazil for elec-
tric vehicle automaker 
BYD have been taken 
and placed in hotels in 
the country’s tropical 
northeast region.

Local prosecutors 
alleged that the laborers 
are victims of human traf-
ficking who were living in 
“slavery-like conditions” 
under contractor Jinji-
ang Group, but offered 
no evidence to back up 
their claims.

It’s unclear if the Chi-
nese workers were in 
Brazil without proper 
papers and working per-
mits. 

The Bahia state Labor 
Prosecutor’s Office 
could not comment when 
reached by agency, 
saying an investigation 

was underway.
The prosecutor’s office 

revealed on Monday 
the discovery of the 163 
workers and their circum-
stances, and urged the 
company to place them 
at local hotels in Cama-
cari, a city of 300,000 
residents located about 
1,600 kilometers (997 
miles) north of Rio de 
Janeiro.

A video from the pros-
ecutor’s office showed 
dorms belonging to the 
construction site, with 
beds without mattresses 
and rudimentary cooking 
facilities.

The Chinese automak-
er BYD, which stands for 
Build Your Dreams, is 
one of the world’s larg-
est producers of electric 
cars. Earlier this week, 
it said it would “immedi-
ately terminate the con-
tract” with the contractor 
and was “studying other 

appropriate measures.”
BYD did not reply to a 

request from agency for 
comment and it was not 
immediately clear if Bra-
zilian prosecutors had 
raised charges in the 
case.

But in a statement, BYD 
said it objected to reports 
about poor conditions at 
the site in Brazil, where 
it is building a factory, 
saying the allegations 
were a smearing cam-
paign aimed at China 
and Chinese brands.

The facilities where the 
Chinese workers were 
found is expected to start 
production next year.

The Local residents in 
Camacari said many of 
the Chinese workers had 
come and already left the 
town. Their whereabouts 
were not clear and it was 
also unknown who was 
handling them at this 
point.

Chinese workers found in 
‘slavery-like conditions’ in 
Brazil taken to hotels as 
probe gets underway

KYIV, Dec 28 (Agencies): Five 
months after their shock offen-
sive into Russia, Ukrainian troops 
are bloodied and demoralized by 
the rising risk of defeat in Kursk, 
a region some want to hold at all 
costs, while others question the 
value of having ventured in at all.

Battles are so intense that some 
Ukrainian commanders can’t 
evacuate the dead. Communica-
tion lags, poorly timed tactics have 
cost lives, and troops have little 
way to counterattack, according 
to seven front-line soldiers and 
commanders who spoke to The 
Associated Press on the condition 
of anonymity to discuss sensitive 
operations.

Since being caught unaware 
by the lightning Ukrainian incur-
sion, Russia has amassed more 
than 50,000 troops in the region, 
including some from its ally North 
Korea. Precise numbers are hard 
to obtain, but Moscow’s counter-
attack has killed and wounded 
thousands, and the overstretched 
Ukrainians have lost more than 
40% of the 984 square kilometers 
(380 square miles) of Kursk they 
seized in August.

Russia’s full-scale invasion three 
years ago left it holding a fifth of 
Ukraine, and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has hinted 

that controlling Kursk could help 
force Moscow to negotiate an end 
to the war. However, five Ukrainian 
and Western officials in Kyiv, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity to 
discuss sensitive military matters, 
fear that gambling on Kursk will 
weaken the entire 1,000-kilometer 
(621-mile) front line, and Ukraine is 
losing precious ground in the east.

“We have, as they say, hit a 
hornet’s nest. We have stirred up 
another hot spot,” said Stepan 
Lutsiv, a major in the 95th Airborne 
Assault Brigade.

The Border Raid that Became an 
Occupation

Army chief Oleksandr Syrskyi 
has said that Ukraine launched 
the operation because officials 
believed Russia was about to 
launch a new attack on northeast 
Ukraine.

The operation began on August 
5 with an order to leave Ukraine’s 
Sumy region for what they thought 
would be a nine-day raid to stun 
the enemy. It turned into an occu-
pation that Ukrainians welcomed 
as their smaller country gained 
leverage and embarrassed Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Gathering his men, one compa-
ny commander told them: “We’re 
making history; the whole world will 
know about us because this hasn’t 

been done since World War II.”
Privately, he was less certain.
“It seemed crazy,” he said. “I 

didn’t understand why.”
Shocked by the success, largely 

because the Russians were caught 
by surprise, the Ukrainians were 
ordered to advance beyond the 
original mission to the town of 
Korenevo, 25 kilometers (16 miles) 
into Russia. That was one of the 
first places where Russian troops 
counterattacked.

By early November, the Russians 
began regaining territory rapidly. 
Once in awe of what they had 
accomplished, the troops’ opinions 

are shifting as they come to terms 
with losses. The company com-
mander said half of his troops are 
dead or wounded.

Some front-line commanders 
said conditions are tough, morale 
is low, and troops are questioning 
command decisions even the very 
purpose of occupying Kursk.

Another commander said 
that some orders his men have 
received don’t reflect reality due 
to communication delays. Delays 
occur especially when territory is 
lost to Russian troops, he said.

“They don’t understand where 
our side is, where the enemy is, 

what’s under our control, and what 
isn’t,” he said. “They don’t under-
stand the operational situation, so 
we act at our own discretion.”

One platoon commander said 
higher-ups have repeatedly turned 
down his requests to change his 
unit’s defensive position because 
he knows his men can’t hold the 
line.

“Those who stand until the end 
are ending up MIA,” he said. He 
also knows of at least 20 Ukrai-
nian soldiers whose bodies have 
been abandoned over the last four 
months because the battles were 
too intense to evacuate them with-
out more casualties.

No Option to Retreat as Russia 
Doubles Down

Ukrainian soldiers said they were 
unprepared for the aggressive 
Russian response in Kursk and 
cannot counterattack or pull back.

“There’s no other option. We’ll 
fight here because if we just pull 
back to our borders, they won’t 
stop; they’ll keep advancing,” said 
one drone unit commander.

The agency requested comment 
from Ukraine’s General Staff but 
did not receive a response before 
publication.

American longer-range weapons 
have slowed the Russian advance, 

and North Korean soldiers who 
joined the fighting last month are 
easy targets for drones and artil-
lery because they lack combat 
discipline and often move in large 
groups in the open, Ukrainian 
troops said.

Zelenskyy said 3,000 North 
Korean soldiers had been killed 
or wounded. But they appear to 
be learning from their mistakes, 
soldiers added, by becoming more 
adept at camouflaging near forest-
ed lines.

One clash took place last week 
near the Vorontsovo tract, a forest-
ed area between the settlements of 
Kremenne and Vorontsovo.

Until last week, the area was 
under Ukraine’s control. This week, 
part of it has been lost to Russian 
forces, and Ukrainian troops fear 
they will reach a crucial logistics 
route.

Eyeing frontline losses in the 
eastern region known as the 
Donbas where Russia is closing 
in on a crucial supply hub some 
soldiers are more vocal about 
whether Kursk has been worth it.

“All the military can think about 
now is that Donbas has simply 
been sold,” the platoon command-
er said. “At what price?”

SEOUL, Dec 28 (Agen-
cies): South Korea’s sus-
pended president Yoon 
Suk Yeol authorised 
the military to fire their 
weapons if needed to 
enter parliament during 
his failed bid to impose 
martial law, according 
to a prosecutors’ report 
seen by agency on Sat-
urday.

The 10-page summa-
ry from former defence 
minister Kim Yong-
hyun’s prosecution 
indictment report, which 
was provided to the 
media, also says Yoon 
vowed on December 3 
to declare martial law 
three times if necessary.

Yoon, who was 
stripped of his duties 
by the National Assem-
bly this month, is under 
investigation for his 
short-lived attempt to 
scrap civilian rule, which 
plunged the country into 
political turmoil and led 
to his impeachment.

Yoon’s lawyer Yoon 
Kab-keun dismissed 
the prosecutors’ report, 
telling agency it was “a 

one-sided account that 
neither corresponds to 
objective circumstances 
nor common sense”.

As lawmakers rushed 
to parliament on Decem-
ber 3 to vote down 
Yoon’s martial law dec-
laration, heavily armed 
troops entered the 
building, scaling fences, 
smashing windows and 
landing by helicopter.

According to the prose-
cution indictment report, 
Yoon told the chief of 
the capital defence 
command, Lee Jin-
woo, that military forces 
could shoot if necessary 
to enter the National 

Assembly.
“Have you still not got 

in? What are you doing? 
Break down the door 
and drag them out, even 
if it means shooting,” 
Yoon told Lee, accord-
ing to the report.

Yoon also allegedly 
told the head of the 
Defense Counterintelli-
gence Command, Gen-
eral Kwak Jong-keun, to 
“quickly get inside” the 
National Assembly since 
the quorum for the mar-
tial law declaration to be 
lifted had not been met.

“So quickly get inside 
the National Assembly 
and bring out the people 

inside the chamber, and 
break down the doors 
with an axe if necessary 
and drag everyone out,” 
the report quotes Yoon 
as saying at the time.

After lawmakers 
rushed inside parlia-
ment and voted 190-0 
to nullify Yoon’s decla-
ration in the early hours 
of December 4, the 
report says Yoon told 
Lee, “Even if it’s lifted, I 
can declare martial law 
a second or third time, 
so just keep going.” 

The report also includ-
ed screenshots of senior 
defence officials’ mes-
sages from the day of 
the martial law declara-
tion.

It said there was evi-
dence that Yoon had 
been discussing declar-
ing martial law with 
senior military officials 
as early as March. 

The declaration fol-
lowed a budget tussle 
between Yoon’s party 
and the opposition.

Days later, Yoon said in 
a speech that he apolo-
gised for the “anxiety 
and inconvenience” 

and promised that there 
would not be a second 
declaration of martial 
law. 

Ex-defence minister 
Kim was arrested this 
month over his role in 
the failed martial law bid.

Opposition Democratic 
Party lawmaker Kang 
Sun-woo said in a state-
ment on Saturday that 
“the prosecution has laid 
bare the undeniable ugly 
truth about Yoon Suk 
Yeol, the treasonous 
ringleader”, adding that 
he must be “arrested 
immediately”. 

South Korea’s Consti-
tutional Court held its 
first preliminary hearing 
on the validity of Yoon’s 
impeachment on Friday, 
with the suspended 
president’s legal team 
attending.

The court will also 
decide the fate of 
Yoon’s replacement, 
Han Duck-soo, who was 
impeached Friday over 
his refusal to complete 
Yoon’s impeachment 
process and bring him 
to justice.

Ukrainian troops struggle to hold kursk as russian counteroffensive intensifies

South Korea’s Yoon authorised ‘shooting’ during 
martial law bid: Prosecutors

WASHINGTON, Dec 
28 (Agencies): US 
President-elect Donald 
Trump is poised to make 
history as the first elect-
ed politician to receive 
two state visits from 
the British royal family. 
According to a report by 
The Telegraph, Downing 
Street and the Foreign 
Office are preparing to 
extend an invitation to 
Trump for another state 
visit once he returns 
to the White House in 
January.

The move is seen as 
an attempt to strength-
en ties between the UK 
and the US, with British 
diplomats hopeful that 
Trump’s admiration for 
the Royal Family will 
play a significant role in 
fostering a closer rela-
tionship between the two 
nations. A senior White-
hall source revealed 
to the Telegraph that 
Trump’s affection for 
the royals is well-known, 
citing the fact that he 
had a personal photo 
album made of his previ-

ous state visit to the UK 
in 2019.

During that visit, 
Trump was treated to 
a lavish three-day state 
visit, which included 
dining with the late 
Queen Elizabeth II and 
a commemoration of 
the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day in Portsmouth. 
The visit was seen as 
a significant moment 
in Trump’s presidency, 
with the Queen herself 
telling Trump, “I hope 
you come to this coun-
try again soon.” Trump 
responded by praising 
the Queen, calling her 
a “Great, great woman.”

Trump’s relationship 
with the Royal Family 
appears to be warming 
up, with a recent meet-
ing between Trump 
and Prince William at 
the historic reopening 
of Notre Dame Cathe-
dral in Paris. The two 
shared a warm hand-
shake, and later spent 
40 minutes in private at 
the UK Ambassador’s 
Residence in Paris, dis-

cussing various global 
issues and the UK-US 
relationship.

Trump even praised 
Prince William, saying 
he’s “doing a fantastic 
job.” The President-elect 
also shared fond memo-
ries of the late Queen. 
The meeting was seen 
as a significant moment 
in Trump’s relationship 
with the Royal Family, 
with many hoping that it 
will mark the beginning 
of a closer relationship 
between the US and the 
UK.

The potential state 
visit is expected to take 
place in 2026, although 
no official date has 
been confirmed. If it 
goes ahead, Trump will 
become the first elect-
ed politician to receive 
two state visits from the 
British royal family. The 
visit will likely be seen 
as a significant moment 
in Trump’s presidency, 
and will likely be closely 
watched by diplomats 
and politicians on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Donald Trump to make history 
with two state visits hosted by 
Britain’s royal family

Recalls their shared belief in US-India relationship as one of most consequential in world
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Former PM Manmohan 
Singh cremated with 

full State Honours
age-related medical complications. He 

was 92.
Considered the architect of India’s eco-

nomic reforms, Singh served as the prime 
minister for 10 years between 2004 and 
2014.

A seven-day national mourning is being 
observed throughout the country as a mark 
of respect to the former prime minister 
during which the national flag will be flown 
at half-mast across the nation, the Union 
Home Ministry has announced.

Stranded tourists find 
shelter in Mosque amid 
heavy snowfall in Kash-

mir
tourists spending the night inside the 

mosque has since gone viral.
The tourists expressed their gratitude to 

the locals for their help. “We were stuck in 
the snow, and you came to our rescue. We 
are extremely thankful to all of you,” one of 
them said.

Another tourist added, “Everyone should 
visit Kashmir to experience its hospitality. 
Everyone here is kind and it is safe to visit. 
Please come to this paradise on earth.”

Hurriyat Conference chairman Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq praised the gesture and said 
it was heartening to see Kashmiris open 
their mosques and homes to stranded tour-
ists amidst heavy snowfall.

“This gesture of warmth and humanity 
reflects our longstanding tradition of hospi-
tality and helping others in times of need,” 
he said on X.

Elsewhere, heavy snowfall also left many 
tourists stranded along the Srinagar-Jam-
mu highway and at tourist destinations like 
Doodhpathri.

However, not all the stranded tourists 
were complaining. “The car ignition isn’t 
working due to the cold, and we have to 
push it. But it’s fine; we’re enjoying it,” said 
a tourist from Haryana as he waited for 
clearance at Qazigund to head home.

Police and civil administration have 
begun reaching out to stranded tourists, 
providing hot drinks and other necessities 
to keep them warm.

CM Omar Abdullah 
chairs meeting to 

review snow clearance, 
restoration of power 

& water supply across 
J&K

removal and prevent freezing road condi-
tion as temperatures drop.

He called for a proactive approach, urging 
officials to deploy adequate manpower and 
machinery on the ground.

District administrations were instructed 
to provide two-hourly updates to the CM’s 
office and the Chief Secretary’s office to 
keep the government apprised of the situ-
ation.

The Chief Engineer of Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) informed the CM that 90% 
of the water supply across the valley has 
been restored, with efforts underway to 
address the remaining 10%. The Division-
al Commissioner of Jammu reported that 
power and water supply in Jammu districts 
remain unaffected, while the Chief Secre-
tary confirmed steady progress in restoring 
electricity feeders and assured that district 
hospitals are functioning smoothly.

The Chief Minister stressed the impor-
tance of ensuring 100% attendance of doc-
tors and paramedical staff at all district and 
sub-district hospitals to effectively manage 
emergencies.

Special instructions were issued to the 
Deputy Commissioner Budgam to coor-
dinate with airport authorities to assist 
stranded tourists and to provide transpor-
tation, if required.

The Divisional Commissioner Kashmir 
assured that sufficient stocks of essential 
commodities, including food and other civil 
supplies, are available in all districts.

Commending officials for their efforts, 
the Chief Minister urged them to remain 
vigilant, proactive, and responsive to the 
needs of the people during this challeng-

ing period.
He emphasized the importance of seam-

less coordination and uninterrupted ser-
vices to mitigate the impact of the snowfall 
on the public.

Shutdown in Katra over 
ropeway enters 4th day, 

JCCI extends support
every day to pray at the Mata Vaishno 

Devi cave shrine.
“We extended the strike last night. It will 

continue for the next 72 hours until the 
government shelves the ropeway project,” 
the Samiti spokesperson said.

Five men are sitting on a hunger strike 
demanding the release of 18 members of 
the Samiti, detained during a protest march 
against the ropeway project.

Deputy Chief Minister Surinder Choud-
hary in Jammu termed the decision to con-
struct the ropeway a “wrong decision” and 
urged the Lieutenant Governor to engage 
with the protesters to resolve the issue.

“If the people of Katra do not want a rope-
way, which will take away the livelihood of 
40,000 people, the Shrine Board and LG 
Sahib should listen to them and address 
their concerns,” he said.

JCCI President Arun Gupta, who led a 
team to meet the protesters in Katra today, 
said development projects that harm the 
local population should not be pursued.

“It is time to hold talks with the people 

protesting in Katra and resolve the issue 
amicably,” Gupta said.

The 18 detained included two Samiti lead-
ers — Bhupinder Singh and Sohan Chand.

The face-off began last month when 
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board 
announced a plan to build a ropeway to 
facilitate access to the temple for senior 
citizens, children, and others who find it 
challenging to climb the 13-km-long track 
to the cave shrine.

The proposed Rs 250-crore ropeway 
project will connect Tarakote Marg to Sanji 
Chhat, leading to the cave shrine in Reasi 
district.

Since the bandh, the Shrine Board has 
made special arrangements for the board-
ing and lodging of pilgrims arriving in the 
town.

Special langars set up by the Shrine 
Board at Katra Railway Station, Bangan-
ga, and Tarakote are offering tea and milk 
to pilgrims, ensuring the yatra continues 
smoothly on both tracks.

70 percent roads 
cleared in Ganderbal 

district: Executive 
Engineer R&B

monitoring is in place to ensure efficient 
operations, with an eye on potential 
icing and freezing. “If required, salt will 
be spread, as it was done last night,” he 
added.

FROM PAGE 3

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: 

The Department of 
Linguistics & Lit-
erature, School of 
Humanities & Liberal 
Arts, Cluster Univer-
sity of Jammu con-
cluded a week-long 
celebration to com-
memorate the Dogri 
Manyata Diwas on 
the 19th, 20th, 22nd, 
24th, 26th, and 27th 
of December, 2024 
under the patronship 
of Vice Chancellor 
of Cluster University 
of Jammu, Prof. K. 
S. Chandrasekhar, 
to commemorate 
the introduction of 
Dogri Language in 
the Eighth Schedule 
of the Constitution of 
India.
The various activi-

ties were organized 
in collaboration with 
the Department of 
MIL MAM College, the 
Department of Dogri 
Jammu University, the 
Department of Eng-
lish, SHLA, and the 
School of Social Sci-
ences.
A Dogri Cultural 

Exhibition was held on 
the 26th of December 
on the premises of 
SHLA with the School 
of Social Science and 

the Department of 
Hindi MAM College.

The students of Lin-
guistics, School of 
Social Sciences and 
MAM College partici-
pated and showcased 
the Cuisines, Wed-
ding items, traditional 
Dogri attire, Orna-
ments, Handicrafts, 
Utensils, and Cultural 
artifacts.
The chief guest of 

the event was Emi-
nent environmen-
talist and Voice of 
Dogras Om Prakash 
Vidyarathi, who intro-
duced the students to 
neologisms and newly 
created words of sci-
ence in Dogri Lan-
guage while reciting 
poetry and appreciat-
ing the different facets 
of Dogri culture in the 
exhibition.

 On 27th December, 
one day seminar on 
Career Prospects in 
Linguistics and Lan-
guage in the Cor-
porate sector was 
organized with two 
resource persons 
Seema Bhat Senior 
Linguist at OLA 
Krutrim AI depart-
ment, and Vibhuti 
Tyagi, CEO, SUV 
Translation. The 
speakers highlighted 
the Career prospects 

in the languages 
and services, threw 
role on opportunities 
available in Dogri and 
other languages in 
the various fields in 
the corporate sector, 
and demonstrated 
how one can be an 
entrepreneur in the 
Language services 
market. 

The week-long cele-
bration concluded with 
the Prize distribution 
ceremony which was 
presided by the patron 
of the whole event VC 
of CLUJ Prof K. S. 
Chandrasekhar, Con-
troller of Examination, 
and Dean SHLA also 
graced the occasion.
While addressing 

the students, Prof. 
K.S. Chandrasekhar 
urged the students 
to adopt and promote 
the Dogra culture and 
Dogri Language so 
that its customs and 
traditions can be pre-
served.

The first prize of the 
Essay Writing Com-
petition was won by 
Bhawani Manhas, 
GCW Gandhinagar, 
the Second prize was 
scored by Himanshi 
Sharma, Department 
of Linguistics and Lit-
erature, CLUJ, and 
the third prize went to 

Ritika Sharma, GDC 
Akhnoor.

The first prize in the 
Sentence Compre-
hension Competition 
was won by Chakshu 
Sharma, GGM Sci-
ence College, the 
Second prize was 
won by Janvi Sharma, 
Department of Lin-
guistics and Litera-
ture, CLUJ, and the 
third prize scored by 
Sheetal, Department 
of Linguistics and Lit-
erature, CLUJ.
Rit ika Sharma, 

GDC Akhnoor, won 
the first prize in the 
poetry recitation com-
petition. Himanshi 
Sharma, Department 
of Linguistics and Lit-
erature, CLUJ, scored 
the second prize, and 
Sumeet Kumar, GGM 
Science College, won 
the third prize.

The program ended 
with the Head of 
the Department of 
Linguistics and Lit-
erature, Dr. Reena 
Salaria, voting thanks 
to the guests, juries 
and Participants. 
The whole program 
was coordinated by 
Dr. Neha Garg, Shi-
wali Sharma, and 
Saqib Ishfaq faculty 
of Department of Lin-
guistics and Litera-
ture.

Top News Report
JAMMU /NEW DELHI, 

Dec 28:  Union Minister 
of State (Independent 
Charge) for Science 
and Technology, Min-
ister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Earth 
Sciences, MoS, PMO, 
Department of Atomic 
Energy, Department 
of Space, Personnel, 
Public Grievances and 
Pensions, Dr Jitendra 
Singh informed here 
today that  (Indian 
Space Research Organ-
isation) ISRO’s year-end 
mission scheduled for 
30th December is going 
to be a historic one as 
it will seek the rare feat 
of docking or merging 
or joining together two 
satellites in Space. The 
project has been named 
“Space Docking Experi-
ment” (SpaDeX), he 
said.

The whole nation 
looks forward with bated 
breath as ISRO is set 
to achieve a significant 
milestone in Space tech-
nology, said the Minis-
ter in the Department of 
Space.

In an exclusive media 
interview, Dr Jitendra 
Singh elaborated that 
the upcoming SpaDeX 
mission aims to dock 
two satellites in Space, a 
challenge only mastered 
by a few countries. This 
ambitious project will 
take place on Decem-

ber 30, 2024, under the 
Space Docking Experi-
ment (SpaDeX) and the 
indigenous technology 
used for this mission 
is called the “Bharatiya 
Docking System”.

“SpaDEX” will mark 
a milestone, showcas-
ing India’s expertise in 
spacecraft docking tech-
nology.

This mission, said 
Dr Jitendra Singh, will 
mark India’s entry into 
the exclusive league of 
nations capable of mas-
tering space docking. A 
unique approach, the 
PSLV rocket, will launch 
two satellites equipped 
with the ‘Bhartiya Dock-
ing System’ to demon-
strate this complex feat, 
he added.

The success of this 
mission is vital for India’s 
future space ambitions, 
said the Minister. Dock-
ing technology is key 
for long-term missions 
like “Chandrayaan-4” 
and the planned Indian 
space station. It is also 
crucial for the eventual 
manned “Gaganyaan” 
mission.

In the near vacuum 
of Space, the handout 
said, ISRO will attempt 
to dock two satellites 
orbiting at speeds of 
28,800 km/h. This is 
a challenging task, as 
both satellites must be 
carefully manoeuvred 
to reduce their relative 
velocities to a mere 

0.036 km/h. The two 
satellites, designated 
‘Chaser’ and ‘Target’, 
will merge to form a 
single unit in Space.

ISRO’s achievement 
will place India among 
the world’s space lead-
ers, marking a step 
towards greater space 
exploration and inno-
vation. SpaDeX is a 
significant milestone 
that paves the way for 
more complex space 
missions in the coming 
years. ISRO’s SpaDEX 
mission is set to launch 
on Dec 30, 2024, will 
demonstrate India’s 
Spacecraft Docking 
technology, marking a 
crucial step in space 
exploration and satellite 
servicing capabilities.

India is preparing for a 
key step in space explo-
ration. ISRO will launch 
the Space Docking 
Experiment (SpaDEX) 
on December 30, 2024. 
The mission will use 
PSLV-C60, lifting off 
at 21:58 IST from Sri-
harikota. SpaDEX marks 
a milestone, showcas-
ing India’s expertise in 
spacecraft docking tech-
nology.

SpaDEX will deploy 
two identical satellites, 
SDX01 and SDX02. 
Each satellite weighs 
around 220 kilograms 
and will orbit 470 km 
above Earth. Key 
objectives include Per-
forming precision ren-

dezvous and docking 
manoeuvres,   Validating 
power transfer between 
docked spacecraft and      
Operating payloads 
post-undocking, with a 
two-year lifespan.

This mission is essen-
tial for future endeav-
ours, including satellite 
servicing and building 
India’s space station, 
Bharatiya Antriksh Sta-
tion.

SpaDEX will also use 
PSLV’s fourth stage, 
POEM-4, for experi-
ments. The stage will 
carry 24 payloads from 
academic institutions 
and startups. These 
experiments will utilise 
the microgravity envi-
ronment in orbit.

SpaDEX will dem-
onstrate docking and 
undocking capabilities 
between satellites. This 
includes transferring 
power and operating 
scientific payloads. The 
mission will simulate a 
sequence of manoeu-
vres, starting with a far 
rendezvous phase at 
20 km and ending with 
docking at 3 metres.

This capability is vital 
for India’s lunar and 
interplanetary mis-
sions. Docking tech-
nology enables multi-
launch missions and 
supports future human 
spaceflight. Only the 
US, Russia, and China 
have mastered such 
advancements so far.

ISRO’s year-end mission to seek two satellites’ 
merger in Space: Dr Jitendra

Week-long celebration of Dogri Manyata Diwas 
concluded at Linguistics Dept CLUJ

Top News Report
R S PURA, Dec 28: 

Department of Pun-
jabi under the aegis of 
1QAC commemorated 
the unparalleled sac-
rifice of the four brave 
sons of Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji, known as the 
Chaar Sahibzaade, on 
the occasion of Bal Veer 
Diwas.

This day serves as a 
reminder of their cour-
age, resilience, and 
unwavering commit-
ment to their faith and 
principles in the face of 
tyranny and oppression.

Dr. Narinder Singh 
Raina, MLA Jammu 
South was the Chief 
guest on the occasion. 
He highlighted the mar-
tyrdom of the Chaar 
Sahibzaade and empha-
sized that it remains one 
of the most poignant 
chapters in Sikh his-
tory. Their bravery and 
sacrifice at such tender 

ages continue to inspire 
generations worldwide.

He further emphasized 
on the need to organize 
educational programs, 
seminars, and commu-
nity service initiatives to 
ensure that their sacri-
fice is remembered and 
their values are passed 
on to future generations.

In this connection a 
series of activities like 
Quiz competition, Poetry 
Recitation Competition, 
Screening of movie 
“Chaar Sahibzaade”  
and Guest lecture were 

organized. Students 
from different colleges 
participated in the quiz 
competition.

Jagveer Singh from 
GDC Marh, Gurtaaz 
Kour from SPMR Col-
lege of Commerce and 
Manmeet Kour from 
GGM Science College, 
Jammu stood 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd respectively.

The quiz competition 
was coordinated by 
Prof. Rajinder Singh, 
HOD Punjabi. Dr. Akriti 
Parihar and Prof.Vijeeta 
Anand were instrumen-

tal in conducting the 
quiz.

There was huge par-
ticipation of students in 
poetry recitation com-
petition. Gursimar Kour, 
Chan Deep Kour from 
GDC RS Pura clinched 
1st an 2nd position 
and Mohd. Ayub from 
GGM Science College 
stood 3rd. Dr. Snober 
from GDC Ramgarh, 
Dr. Rajinder Kour from 
Govt. College of Educa-
tion, Jammu were the 
jury members.

Dr. Jatinder Kour from 
GGM Science College 
was the observer for the 
entire programme. Dr. 
Shivani Manchanda, Dr. 
Savleen Kour  played a 
significant role in man-
aging the competition

Dr. Arvinder Singh 
Aman, Retd Special 
Secretary, JK Academy 
of Arts, Culture and Lan-
guages, the Resource 
Person of the Seminar 
called upon individu-

als and communities to 
reflect upon the sacrific-
es made by the Chaar 
Sahibzaade and draw 
inspiration from their 
indomitable spirit.

He further reiterated 
that their story is not just 
a part of Sikh history but 
a universal symbol of 
courage, sacrifice, and 
commitment to justice.

Prof. (Dr.) Preetpal 
Kour, Principal of the 
College in her speech 
called upon the students 
to unite in honoring the 
memory of the Chaar 
Sahibzaade and strive 
to uphold the values 
they stood for.

Prof Harpreet Kour 
anchored the pro-
gramme which was 
attended by the entire 
faculty of the College. 
The formal vote of 
thanks was presented 
by Prof Rajinder Singh, 
Organizing Secretary of 
the programme.

GDC RS Pura commemorates martyrdom of Char Sahibzaade

Top News Report
KULGAM, Dec 28: 

In a display of prompt 
action and commit-
ment to public service, 
Police Station Devsar 
responded to distress 
calls during the recent 
heavy snowfall in the 
region.

Earlier today, a dis-
tress call was received 
reporting that two 
female patients, Tahera 
Banoo (wife of Mohd 
Ayoub Shah) and 
Rubeena (daughter of 
Mohd Ramzan), both 

residents of Banimulla, 
were stranded in the 
snowbound area of 
Chamgund. The patients 
urgently required trans-
portation to their homes 
in Banimulla for essen-
tial medical treatment.

Despite strenuous 
efforts to clear the road 
from Chamgund to Ban-
imulla, the relentless 
snowfall and treach-
erous conditions ren-
dered the path impass-
able. Acting swiftly, the 
officers at Police Sta-
tion Devsar, led by the 
undersigned, coordinat-

ed with local authorities 
and utilized a JCB to 
clear the road.

Braving the adverse 
weather, the police 
party, along with the 
JCB, successfully trans-
ported both patients to 
their residential address 
in Banimulla.

This timely intervention 
highlights the unwaver-
ing dedication of Police 
Station Devsar in serv-
ing the community, even 
in the face of challeng-
ing weather conditions.

Police Station Devsar 
urged the public to 
remain cautious and 
follow safety measures 
during severe weather 
conditions. In case of 
emergencies, the public 
is encouraged to con-
tact local authorities for 
immediate assistance. 
Locals thanked to SSP 
Kulgam and SHO Rishi 
Kumar.

Police Station Devsar provides timely 
assistance amid snowfall, slippery roads



  									         			   	
					                                                 10 LOCAL Top News of J&K

Jammu, Saturday, December 28, 2024

Top News Report

KATRA, Dec 28: A 
week’s long virtual 
faculty development 
programme has been 
concluded at SMVDU 
sponsored by ATAL 
AICTE on ‘Green 
Hydrogen Generation 
and Opportunities in 
India’. The programme 
was registered by 215 
participants across 21 
states in India.

The valedictory cer-
emony was started with 
the welcome address by 
Prof (Dr.) Eswaramoor-
thy Muthusamy, coordi-
nator of the programme.

The valedictory cer-
emony was graced by 
Prof. R. Velraj, Former 
Vice Chancellor, Anna 
University, Chennai.

Prof. Velraj empha-
sized on solar hydrogen 
as future fuel and  big 
competition to electric 
vehicles (EV).

Prof. Mamdud Hos-

sain from Rober t 
Gordon University, U.K. 
were the guest of honor 
during the event. Prof. 
Hossain emphasized 
the green hydrogen 
has global market to 
meet the sustainable 
development goals 
on climate action and 
clean energy, also he 
expressed his interest 
for the collaborative 
research work in this 
domain.

Prof. R.K. Mishra, 
Dean Students Wel-
fare and Prof. Balbir 
Singh, Dean Academic 
Affairs were also pres-
ent during the ceremony 
and congratulated the 
organizing team for suc-
cessfully organizing the 
week long programme.

The Faculty develop-
ment programme was 
coordinated by Prof. 
(Dr.) Eswaramoorthy 
Muthusamy and co-
coordinated by Dr.Rajiv 
Kumar,  Assistant 

Professor, School of 
Mechanical Engineer-
ing, SMVDU.

There were 11 speak-
ers from India and one 
international experts 
from UK in the pro-
gramme. There were 
a total of 13 technical 
sessions by different 
experts during the pro-
gramme.

All the speakers had 
praised the initiative 
and congratulated the 
participants for the suc-
cessful completion of 
the programme. The 
speakers also high-
lighted the importance 
of such courses in 
capacity building of the 
country’s energy sector.

Parasu Pravallika 
anchored the valedic-
tory ceremony. The 
valedictory ceremony 
ended with the vote of 
thanks from Dr. Rajiv 
Kumar Co-coordinator 
of the programme.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 28: A 
solemn meeting of the 
Sikh Progressive Front 
(SPF) was held under 
the Presidentship of 
Balvinder Singh, during 
which heartfelt trib-
utes were paid to the 
former Prime Minister 
of India, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh, on his demise. 
Dr. Singh, a world-
renowned economist 
and statesman, was 
remembered for his 
unparalleled contribu-
tions to India’s growth 
and development.

The members lauded 
Dr. Singh’s instrumental 
role in shaping India’s 
economic landscape 
through the landmark 
economic liberalization 
reforms of the early 
1990s. As Finance Min-
ister, he laid the foun-
dation for India’s inte-
gration into the global 

economy. His tenure as 
Prime Minister, span-
ning ten years, was 
marked by his courage, 
exemplary statesman-
ship, and exceptional 
administrative acumen.

Speaking on the 
occasion, the mem-
bers remarked that Dr. 
Singh was a man of pro-
found wisdom and few 
words, but his actions 
spoke volumes. They 
highlighted his historic 
achievement in secur-
ing the Indo-US Nucle-
ar Deal, which under-
scored his commitment 
to strengthening India’s 
energy security and 
global standing.

Dr. Singh’s honesty, 
integrity, and unwaver-
ing dedication to the 
nation’s welfare made 
him a beacon of inspi-
ration. His efforts in fos-
tering international rela-
tions, ensuring social 
justice, and implement-

ing visionary economic 
reforms have left an 
indelible mark on the 
nation.

Prominent  SPF 
members present at 
the meeting included 
Manjit Singh (General 
Secretary), Rajinder 
Singh Sudan (Joint 
Secretary), Surinder 
Singh Wazir (Vice 
President), Tejinder 
Singh (Member, DGPC 
Jammu), T.P Singh, 
Iqbal Singh, Janak 
Singh, Harmohinder 
Singh (President, Dis-
placed Kashmiri Sikhs 
Conference), Satinder 
Pal Singh, and Paramjit 
Singh.

The Sikh Progressive 
Front expressed deep 
sorrow over the loss of 
such a towering figure, 
emphasizing that Dr. 
Manmohan Singh’s 
legacy will continue to 
inspire generations to 
come.

Top News Report

SAMBA, Dec 28: Sant 
Nirankari Mission orga-
nized the Zonal Mahila 
Samagam at Samba, a 
spiritual congregation 
aimed at celebrating 
the vital role of women 
in fostering love, unity, 
and spiritual awaken-
ing. This remarkable 
congregation brought 
together women from 
across the region, 
showcasing their dedi-
cation to the mission’s 
core values of human-
ity, selfless service, and 
spiritual enlightenment.

The Zonal Mahila 
Samagam was Presided 
over by Behan Nirmal 
Manchanda Ji Gyan 
Pracharak and Sanyo-
jak Gurugram Haryana. 
Speaking at the Sama-

gam, she said that the 
overwhelming partici-
pation at this Mahila 
Samagam is a testa-
ment to the strength 
and resolve of women 
to lead by example, 
fostering spiritual and 
social well-being for all 
with unique example of 
women empowerment. 
Today women through 
their inspirational dis-
courses, devotional 
songs, and poems pro-
moting peace, harmony 
and love.

It is all with the grace 
of Satguru that we live a 
blissful life after attain-
ing the Divine Knowl-
edge. While being spiri-
tually enlightened, one 
must remain connected 
with the Unchangeable 
Almighty God Nirankar 
to lead a unshakeable 

life.
It is important to 

remain in society of 
Noble and Pious Saints. 
Satguru manifests our 
lives with all good vir-
tues and teaches us 
way of living free from 
ego and hatred.

She further elabo-
rated that in order to 
live a peaceful life, one 
should remain devoted 
in the holly feet of Lord 
Masted Satguru who 
bestows us with firm 
faith in God Nirankar 
and sense of Brother-
hood and to practise all 
such human trait living a 
peaceful life with fellow 
beings.

Ajit Singh Zonal 
Incharge Jammu wel-
come all and said that 
the Samagam drew a 
record-breaking par-
ticipation of over 5000 
women devotees from 
various cities and 
towns, making it one 
of the largest women’s 
spiritual gatherings in 
the region.  KC Bhagat 
Sanyojak Samba pre-
sented vote of thanks.

Week long AICTE ATAL FDP on 
Green Hydrogen concluded at 
SMVDU Katra

SPF pays tribute 
Dr. Manmohan Singh

For blissful life attain divine knowledge 
from Satguru: Behan Niramal

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 28: Yuva Rajput 
Sabha (YRS) on Saturday held 
a press conference at the Press 
Club Jammu to express strong 
support for the people of Katra 
who are protesting against the 
proposed installation of a rope-
way from Katra to Mata Vaishno 
Devi Bhawan. The Sabha con-
demned the administration for 
arresting individuals who were 
peacefully protesting for their 
genuine demands.

Addressing the media, Raghu-
bir Singh, Chairman of YRS, 
criticized the actions of the 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine 
Board (SMVDSB) and the 
administration.

He stated, “The people of 
Katra, who have been peace-
fully fighting for their rights, 
were unjustly detained. These 
individuals are innocent and are 
only advocating for their liveli-
hoods and religious sentiments. 
The Shrine Board, instead of 
honoring those who donated 
large portions of their land for 
the sacred shrine, is harassing 
them.”

Singh issued a stern ultimatum 
to the government, demand-
ing the release of all detained 

protesters within one day. He 
warned, “If our demand is not 
met, YRS will march to Katra 
in full support of the protesting 
residents.”

Vikram Singh Vicky, President 
of YRS, echoed similar senti-
ments and criticized the Shrine 
Board for its repeated experi-
ments under the guise of devel-
opment.

“Since the Shrine Board’s 
establishment in 1986, it has 
prioritized commercial ventures 
over the welfare of pilgrims and 
locals. Helicopter and battery 
car services, initially introduced 
for the benefit of the elderly and 
physically challenged, are now 
largely being utilized by affluent 
individuals while those in real 
need are left struggling,” Vicky 
remarked.

He extended YRS’s full sup-

port to the Mata Vaishno Devi Ji 
Sangharsh Samiti, a committee 
recently formed to spearhead 
the agitation, and urged the LG 
administration to release the 
18 detained individuals imme-
diately. “If our demands are 
not addressed within 24 hours, 
YRS will mobilize the people of 
Jammu and march to Katra in 
solidarity with the protesters,” 
he added.

Former YRS President, Rajan 
Singh Happy, highlighted the 
neglect faced by the youth of 
Katra, who have been fasting for 
three days without any support 
from local leaders or elected 
representatives. He appealed 
to political and social leaders 
of Jammu to rise in support of 
the Dogra community and the 
Katra residents.

Rajan Singh also emphasized 

the spiritual and economic 
implications of the proposed 
ropeway project.

“The holy pilgrimage tradi-
tionally involves darshan at Kol 
Kandoli Nagrota, Deva Mai, 
Ban Ganga, Charan Paduka, 
Adhkuwari, Mata Vaishno Devi 
Bhawan, and Bhairon Bhawan. 
The ropeway bypasses these 
sacred sites, undermining the 
sanctity and beliefs of Hindus. 
Furthermore, the livelihood of 
thousands of families depen-
dent on the pilgrimage is at 
stake. Instead of bringing pros-
perity, the project threatens 
to displace local workers who 
have long served the shrine,” 
he said.

The YRS concluded the press 
conference with a resolute 
stand, vowing to support the 
people of Katra in their rightful 
struggle and demanding imme-
diate action from the adminis-
tration.

Other prominent present on 
the occasion include Rajinder 
Singh (Chief Patron, YRS), 
Pushvinder Singh, Mohinder 
Singh, Mesha Singh, Ranjeet 
Singh, Balbir Singh Kaku , 
Rajesh Singh Billu (Core Com-
mittee Members) and team 
member of the state body.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 28: The 
Kashmiri Displaced 
People (KDP) Wing of 
the Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party 
(DPAP), through its 
leadership including 
President Sanjay Dhar, 
Chairman Piaray Lal 
Pandita, General Sec-
retary Raj Kumar Ticku, 
and others, has raised a 
crucial demand for the 
allocation of a separate 
annual budget specifi-
cally for the Kashmiri 
Displaced People.

This demand is direct-
ed to both the Central 
Government and the 
Union Territory (UT) of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a joint statement, 
the leaders highlighted 
the enduring hardships 
faced by the Kashmiri 
Hindu community, which 
has been living in exile 
for over 35 years since 
the genocidal displace-
ment from their home-

land in the Kashmir 
Valley.

They expressed 
concern over the fact 
that the community 
has remained entirely 
dependent on 100% 
funds allocated by the 
Central Government, 
primarily through the 
Security and Relief 
Measures Head.

These funds have 
been provided on a 
piecemeal basis, cov-
ering various expenses 
such as salaries for the 
Prime Minister’s Pack-
age employees, con-
struction and renovation 
of buildings, and other 
essential needs, includ-
ing medical, education-
al, and food support.

The leaders empha-
sized that prior to their 
displacement in 1989, 
Kashmiri Hindus were 
an integral part of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
state’s society, enjoying 
full rights as citizens, 
including equal access 

to the state’s budget.
However, since the 

displacement, the com-
munity has been denied 
these rights by both the 
Government of India 
and the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Despite their ongo-
ing contribution to the 
Indian nation, the com-
munity has been cut off 
from the state’s budget-
ary support and contin-
ues to rely solely on the 
Central Government’s 
funding.

The statement also 
raised concerns regard-
ing the funds transferred 
by the Central Govern-
ment in 1996, 1997, and 
1998 for the ex-gratia 
payments to the owners 
of gutted houses in the 
Kashmir Valley.

While the funds were 
released to the State 
Government for pay-
ment, only a fraction of 
the assessed value was 
paid to the displaced 
people.

The whereabouts of 
the remaining funds, 
amounting to crores of 
rupees, remain unclear, 
and the leaders have 
called for an investiga-
tion through the Comp-
troller General of India.

They are demand-
ing a special audit of 
the funds allocated for 
the security and relief 
measures from 1990 to 
2024, to ensure trans-
parency and account-
ability.

The KDP Wing of 
DPAP further urged the 
Central Government, 
particularly the Honor-
able Finance Minister, to 
allocate a fixed annual 
budget specifically for 
the displaced Kashmiri 
Hindu community.

They have requested 
that 5% of the total 
annual budget be ear-
marked under the “Dis-
placed People Security 
and Relief Measures” 
head. Additionally, they 
seek that the UT Gov-

ernment of Jammu and 
Kashmir also allocate a 
reasonable percentage 
from its own budget to 
address the needs of 
the displaced commu-
nity and the Kashmiri 
Pandits still residing in 
the valley.

The leaders expressed 
their deep concern over 
the prolonged exile and 
the perceived neglect of 
the displaced Kashmiri 
Hindus, who feel mar-
ginalized in their own 
homeland. 

With the commu-
nity now having lived 
in exile for 35 years, 
they have called on the 
Central Government to 
take immediate action 
to ensure their rightful 
place as citizens of India 
and to provide justice for 
their ongoing suffering. 
The leaders placed their 
hope for a just resolu-
tion in the hands of the 
Central Government 
and the Almighty.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 28: The 33rd 
National Homeland Day Con-
vention, hosted by Panun Kash-
mir at the historic Kangra Fort 
in Barnai, Jammu, was a pow-
erful reaffirmation of the Kash-
miri Hindu community’s commit-
ment to justice, recognition, and 
their dream of a secure home-
land. The event, themed “Kash-
miri Hindus Caught Between 
Jehad and Denial of Genocide,” 
brought together political lead-
ers, intellectuals, human rights 
activists, and artists to collec-
tively voice the community’s 
struggles and aspirations.

The convention, marking 33 
years since the Margdarshan 
Resolution, was a poignant 
reflection on the pain and resil-
ience of the Kashmiri Hindu 
community. The event began 
with a Ganesh Stuti and lamp 
lighting ceremony, followed by 
speeches and cultural perfor-
mances that highlighted both 
the past suffering and the com-
munity’s ongoing fight for jus-

tice.
Dr. Ajay Chrungoo, Chairman 

of Panun Kashmir, condemned 
the ongoing denial of the geno-
cide faced by Kashmiri Hindus, 
reiterating the importance of 
the Margdarshan Resolution, 
which calls for the creation of 
a separate Union Territory for 
the rehabilitation of Kashmiri 
Hindus. Former DGP Dr. SP 
Vaid emphasized the persis-
tent threat of jihadist violence 
targeting Hindus in Jammu and 
Kashmir, urging the government 
to take decisive action against 

terror groups. Colonel R.S.N. 
Singh highlighted the broad-
er challenges facing Hindus 
across India and the need for 
a unified national strategy to 
combat extremism.

Nitin Dhar, a young leader, 
passionately spoke about the 
plight of displaced Kashmiri 
Hindus, calling on the youth to 
take up the cause. Kulshi Pandi-
ta, a prominent women’s leader, 
addressed the emotional and 
psychological toll of exile, while 
Dr. Abhinav Pandya stressed 
the need to dismantle global 

terror-financing networks fuel-
ing the violence.

Advocate Sanjay Raina spoke 
about the legal aspects of the 
community’s struggle, empha-
sizing the fundamental right of 
Kashmiri Hindus to return to 
their homeland. The event also 
featured soulful performances 
by Rajesh Khar and Party, 
which transported the audience 
to a time before the exodus.

Two key resolutions were 
adopted: one condemning the 
denial of the genocide and 
demanding a separate Union 
Territory for the rehabilitation 
of Kashmiri Hindus, and anoth-
er urging the government to 
enhance relief measures, secu-
rity, and employment opportuni-
ties for displaced Hindus.

The convention concluded 
with a heartfelt vote of thanks 
by Tito Ganju, reaffirming the 
collective resolve to continue 
the fight for justice and a secure 
homeland. The event left the 
community more united and 
determined in their mission for 
justice and recognition.

YRS stands in solidarity with Katra residents, 
condemns arrests of peaceful protesters

KDP Wing of DPAP demands separate annual 
budgetary plan for Kashmiri displaced people

Panun Kashmir reaffirms resolve for Justice, 
Homeland at 33rd National Convention

Serves 24-hr ultimatum to release detained persons
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CHENNAI, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Ever since 
Saina Nehwal’s medal 
at the London Olympics 
in 2012, badminton has 
seen a massive trans-
formation. The most 
popular recreational 
sport turned into a pro-
fessional one as well. 
And it was visible every-
where. Take Chennai, 
for example.  Suddenly 
every locality has a 
badminton academy 
with photos of Saina, 
PV Sindhu, Lakshya 
Sen and the double 
exponents, Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty, embossed on 
the walls; symbolising 
the rise of the game not 
just in the country but 
worldwide. Be it Olym-
pics, World Champi-
onships or Thomas 
and Uber Cup, Indian 
shuttlers were making 
their presence felt with 
medal-winning perfor-
mances.

Yet, as this year’s 
Olympics approached, 
everything seemed 
to have dried up and 
touched its nadir at 
the Paris Olympics. 
For the first time since 
2012, the country failed 
to capture an Olym-
pic medal. At the BWF 
World Tour, none of the 
Indian singles players 
had managed to pocket 
a title until the recent 
Syed Modi Internation-
al tournament. Barring 
Lakshya in a couple of 
events, it was largely 
an ordinary journey for 
most shuttlers in the 
singles department.

The heroics of Anmol 
Kharb and Ashmita 
Chaliha during India’s 
historic victory at the 
Badminton Asia Team 
Championships at the 
start of the year was 
perhaps the biggest 
highlight.

Paris debacle
Among the losses in 

Paris, Lakshya’s was 

the hardest to digest. 
He came agonisingly 
close. One game up and 
leading in the second 
against Malaysia’s Lee 
Zii Jia, Lakshya fizzled 
out. Having returned 
with the gong in the 
previous three editions 
of the Games, this was 
a big blow for the coun-
try. Lakshya, despite 
blowing hot and cold 
in the build-up to Paris, 
showed why he’s the 
best hope for the coun-
try going forward.

The toughest setback 
was perhaps the early 
exit of Satwiksairaj 
and Chirag, the men’s 
doubles specialists who 
seemed to be following 
the textbook going into 
the Games. And they 
were playing at the 
Porte de La Chapelle 
Arena, a familiar venue 
where they had previ-
ously won twice (French 
Open) before. Ear-
lier this year, they had 
reclaimed the World No 
1 ranking and there was 
genuine buzz surround-
ing them. It would have 
been hard to bet against 
them. All that dissipated 
following their exit at the 
quarterfinal stage.

Sindhu’s struggles
Sindhu is synonymous 

to the sport and has 
been a huge influence 
to many in the country. 
It’s senseless to ques-
tion her commitment, 
something that has 
fetched her countless 
medals over the years. 
However, there have 
been question marks 
in regards to her future. 
After her return from 
injury, she has toiled 
at the highest level. In 
the past, Sindhu would 
generally find a different 
gear in marquee events. 
Her decline is a genuine 
concern going forward. 
That is something that 
the Badminton Associa-
tion of India (BAI), the 
governing body of the 

sport, has taken cogni-
sance of and have been 
scratching their heads 
to find someone who 
can follow Sindhu and 
Saina’s footsteps.

“When Sindhu is 
injured, we want other 
players to step up. 
That’s our goal and we 
have been putting in 
programmes in place 
to help youngsters. We 
are hopeful that we can 
have multiple entries in 
each category,”  Sanjay 
Mishra, BAI secretary 
general, had told this 
daily earlier.

With that in mind, 
the BAI, in association 
with BWF (world body), 
brought in more inter-
national tournaments 
in the country so that 
the youngsters can get 
much-needed expo-
sure. They have also 
focussed on coaching 
programmes in order to 
boost the talent pool. But 
that could be a process 
that takes patience.

As was evident in 
the recent Syed Modi 
International tourna-
ment, there’s a clear 
gap between Sindhu, 
Lakshya and rest of the 
aspiring shuttlers who 
have been looking to 
establish their names at 
the highest level in the 
last few years or so. A 
coach from the Prakash 
Padukone Badminton 
Academy felt that there’s 
no decline in talent but 
the youngsters need 
to step up. As of BWF 
rankings (12/24/2024), 
Lakshya, at No 12, is the 
only Indian in the men’s 
singles top-25. Sindhu, 
at No 15, is the only 
Indian in the women’s 
equivalent.

“A couple of years 
back, it seemed like 
we were progressing 
very well. But off late, it 
doesn’t seem like that. 
We’re definitely strug-
gling. We need to get 
better, start performing 

better,” the coach noted.
“I don’t think there’s 

any other country that 
has this much talent. 
If you look at the boys’ 
category, there are 
players like Sathish 
Kumar, Kiran George, 
Ayush Shetty, Rithvik 
Sanjeevi...on their day 
they can beat anybody. 
I won’t say the top-10 or 
top-15 but against the 
top-30. They have the 
potential to beat them. 
The girls, a couple of 
them have done well 
recently, but the others 
need to step up,” the 
coach added.

System reboot
In a diverse country 

like India, the system 
still struggles to cater 
to shuttlers, who could 
have the potential but 
don’t have the means 
to grow as a profes-
sional. Take the case of 
Tamilnadu Badminton 
Association. With a lack 
of private sponsors, the 
federation barely man-
ages to conduct the 
state competitions with 
the support of BAI. “As a 
TN federation, we don’t 
work with any sponsors 
as it is very difficult to 
find one,” VE Arunacha-
lam, TNBA secretary 
and EC member of BAI, 
said.

“There is no money at 
the grassroots. When 
you become world 
champion or become 
World No 1, that’s when 
you get crores and 
crores in your account. 
But to come to that 
level, there should be 
a system where young 
players are funded. 
With prize money of Rs 
20,000, 30,000, how 
can a player survive?,” 
he stated.

That is the reality that 
needs to be addressed. 
Come 2025, Indian shut-
tlers, especially young-
sters, will be hoping for 
better days.

Olympic heartbreak, no net gain for badminton

MELBOURNE, Dec 
28 (Agencies): The leg-
endary Sunil Gavaskar 
on Saturday lashed out 
at Rishabh Pant for his 
“stupid” shot, saying 
the wicketkeeper-bat-
ter had let the team 
down by throwing his 
wicket away when India 
needed him the most.

With India desperately 
looking for a partner-
ship on the third day of 
the fourth Test against 
Australia at the MCG, 
Pant went across and 
attempted to scoop 
Scott Boland to fine leg, 
only to get a big leading 
edge for Nathan Lyon to 
complete a simple catch 

at deep third man.
Pant tried to play a 

similar shot in the previ-
ous ball too but failed to 
connect and was hit in 
the naval area.

The batter seemed to 
be in pain as he lay on 
the ground.

“Stupid, stupid, stupid. 
You have got two field-
ers there and you still 
go for that (shot). You 
missed the previous 
shot and look where 
you have been caught. 
You have been caught 
at deep third man. That 
is throwing your wicket,” 
a furious Gavaskar said 
while commentating.

“Not in the situation 

that India was, you have 
to understand the situa-
tion as well. You cannot 
say that that’s your 
natural game. I’m sorry, 
that is not your natural 
game. That is a stupid 
shot. That is letting your 
team down badly,” the 

batting great said on air.
“He should not be 

going in the dress-
ing room. He should 
be going in the other 
dressing room.” Former 
India coach Ravi Shastri 
termed it a “very risky 
shot”.

MELBOURNE, Dec 
28 (Agencies): The 
Melbourne Cricket Club 
(MCC) President Fred 
Oldfield on Saturday 
reflected on legendary 
cricketer Sachin Ten-
dulkar being honoured 
with Honorary Cricket 
Membership of MCC. 
Oldfield confirmed that 
Tendulkar accepted the 
membership. He added 
that they couldn’t be 
more pleased that the 
former cricketer is a part 
of the honoured group. 
Earlier on Friday, MCC 
honoured Indian leg-
endary batter Sachin 
Tendulkar with Honor-
ary Cricket Membership 
in regard to his contribu-
tions to the sport during 
his playing days. Speak-
ing to ANI, Oldfield said 
that MCC awards hon-
orary life memberships 
to cricketers who have 
made outstanding con-
tributions to cricket.

“The Melbourne Crick-
et Club, on occasions, 

awards honorary life 
memberships to cricket-
ers who have made out-
standing contributions to 
cricket not only for the 
country but for the world. 
Recently, we invited 
Sachin Tendulkar to join 
that cohort and he has 
accepted it. We couldn’t 
be more pleased that he 
is part of that honoured 
group,” Oldfield told 
agency.

The Melbourne Cricket 
Club was established 
on November 15, 1983, 
by Frederick Powlett, 
Robert Russell, George 
B. Smyth and broth-

ers Alfred and Charles 
Mundy, as per the offi-
cial MCC website.

Speaking of Ten-
dulkar, the ‘Master 
Blaster’ is celebrated 
for his unparalleled skill 
and mastery in cricket, 
entertaining fans world-
wide from 1989 to 2013. 
The Maharashtra-born 
player made his Test 
debut on November 15, 
1989, at the age of 16, 
and played his first ODI 
on December 18 of the 
same year.

With 34,357 runs 
in 664 international 
appearances at an aver-

age of 48.52, Tendulkar 
remains the highest run-
scorer in international 
cricket. He has 100 
centuries and 164 half-
centuries to his name, 
records unmatched 
in the sport’s history. 
Tendulkar was the first 
cricketer to achieve a 
double century in ODIs 
and played a record 200 
Test matches.

In ODIs, he amassed 
18,426 runs at an aver-
age of 44.83, including 
49 centuries and 96 
half-centuries. In Tests, 
he scored 15,921 runs 
at an average of 53.78, 
with 51 centuries and 
68 fifties. Tendulkar 
was also a part of India’s 
ICC Cricket World Cup-
winning team in 2011, 
achieving his lifelong 
dream after his World 
Cup debut in 1992.

From 2008 to 2013, 
Tendulkar represented 
the Mumbai Indians in 
the IPL, winning the 
tournament in 2013.

VADODARA, Dec 28 
(Agencies): Senior off-
spinner Deepti Sharma 
did the star turn with 
career-best figures of 
6/31 before doing her 
bit with the bat as India 
completed a 3-0 white-
wash of the West Indies 
with a five-wicket victo-
ry in the final Women’s 
ODI here.

Having bowled out 
West Indies for 162 
after Deepti’s superla-
tive performance and 
pacer Renuka Singh’s 
(4/29) excellent show 
with the new ball, India 
recovered after a top-
order wobble to reach 
the target of 163 in 28.2 
overs.

India were in a spot 
of bother at 73/4 but 
Deepti (39 not out in 48 
balls) used all her expe-
rience to see the team 
through with plenty of 
overs remaining.

Swashbuckling wick-
etkeeper-batter Richa 
Ghosh was unbeaten 
on an 11-ball 23 when 
the winning runs were 
scored.

Skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur, who eased nerves 
with two boundaries 
after last match centu-
rion Harleen Deol’s (1) 
dismissal left India at 

23/2, blazed away to a 
22-ball 32 before getting 
bowled by Afy Fletcher.

During her breezy 
knock, Kaur smashed 
seven boundaries and 
looked good for a big 
one before getting dis-
missed.

Smriti Mandhana (4) 
departed early as Ash-
mini Munisar completed 
a strange one-handed 
catch after appearing 
to have misjudged what 
should actually have 
been a straightforward 
catch off the bowling of 
Aaliyah Alleyne.

Enjoying a good run 
of form in recent times, 
vice-captain Mandhana 
did not get to the pitch of 
the ball on the day and 
paid the price.

One-down batter Deol 
followed suit, nicking 
for a Deandra Dottin 
delivery way outside 
off-stump and got a faint 
edge that was taken by 
wicketkeeper Shemaine 
Campbelle.

Middle-order batter 
Jemimah Rodrigues 
chipped in with 29 off 
45 balls.

Earlier, Renuka tor-
mented West Indies 
with a fiery opening spell 
before Deepti got into 
the act to bowl out the 

visitors cheaply. Thakur 
and Deepti were relent-
less with the ball, taking 
all 10 wickets between 
them.

Thakur’s accurate line 
and length dismantled 
the top order, while 
Deepti deceived the 
West Indies batters with 
flight and guile, record-
ing her third ODI five-
wicket haul and second 
six-wicket performance.

West Indies fought 
back with a 97-run part-
nership between Chi-
nelle Henry (61) and 
Shemaine Campbelle 
(46), helping them to 
cross 160. Without this 
stand, the visitors might 
have been bowled out 
for less than 100. Both 
batted really well and 
were aggressive against 
the spinners.

Apart from Henry and 
Campbelle, only Aaliyah 
Alleyne (21) reached a 
double digit score as 
West Indies’ batting 
woes continued.

Opting to bat first, 
West Indies’ innings 
struggled from the onset 
as Thakur dismissed 
both openers -- Qian in 
the very first ball -- and 
Hayley Matthews, who 
scored a century in the 
last match, for ducks.

She then claimed the 
wicket of the danger-
ous Deandra Dottin (5). 
From there, the show 
belonged to Deepti 
as she took control by 
spinning a web. West 
Indies lost wickets at 
regular intervals, ending 
their innings in the 39th 
over and denting their 
chances of securing a 
consolation win.

It was a stupid shot, Pant let team 
down: Gavaskar

MCC President Fred Oldfield reflects on awarding 
Sachin Tendulkar with Honorary Cricket Membership

Deepti stars as India whitewash 
West Indies 3-0

MELBOURNE, Dec 28 (Agen-
cies): Nitish Reddy, an unknown 
entity in red ball cricket before 
the start of Border-Gavaskar 
series, virtually bailed India out 
with his dogged maiden Test 
century in Melbourne on Sat-
urday, severely denting Aus-
tralia’s hopes of winning the 
Boxing Day contest. Reddy’s 
unbeaten 105 took India to 358 
for nine, still 116 runs short of 
Australia’s first innings score 
of 474 as rain brought an early 
end to the third day’s play. With 
the flat MCG deck not offering 
much to the bowlers, saving 
the Test match shouldn’t be 
a big deal for India. Reddy, 
easily India’s ‘find of the series’, 
played a pivotal role in visitors’ 
fightback.

Reddy’s combative spirit and 
the invaluable 127-run stand he 
shared with Washington Sundar 
(50 off 162 balls) proved to be 
the turning point for the hosts.

Reddy’s innings was termed 
as one of greatest Test knocks 
by the legendary Sunil Gavas-
kar given the situation as India 
were in a precarious position 
after Rishabh Pant’s dismissal 
courtesy a rash shot had left 
India tottering at 191 for six.

The young Andhra batter could 
have been stranded on 99 when 
Jasprit Bumrah got dismissed, 
leaving Reddy with last-man in 
Mohammed Siraj, who walked 
in to another round of boos 
and faced three deliveries from 
home skipper Pat Cummins.

Both Reddy and his father 
Muthyala’s expressions 
changed with each ball but 
Siraj survived to allow Reddy 
savour the moment he must 

have dreamt a thousand times.
A picture-perfect straight 

drive off Scott Boland was the 
moment of the series for India 
as Reddy balanced his helmet 
with the bat and took a knee, 
expressing his gratitude towards 
the Indian dug-out which gave 
him a standing ovation.

A decade back, when his father 
Muthyala left a secured job to 
open a micro-finance (lending) 
business and incurred losses, 
the Reddy family was advised 
not to give wings to young Red-
dy’s cricketing dreams but they 
were unrelenting.

Sitting in the stands near the 
boundary, Reddy’s father broke 
down when his son achieved the 
milestone.

As Indian fans clicked selfies 
with him it must have reminded 
of the day when his son received 
the best U-16 cricketer award 
from the BCCI in 2017, and 
an impressionable Reddy was 
seen clicking selfie with his idol 
Virat Kohli and his wife Anushka 
Sharma while leaving the hotel 
premises.

Reddy’s batting was based 
on stable core, playing the ball 
late and only going for the drive 
when the ball was pitched up. 
He wasn’t defending unneces-
sarily and 10 fours and a six was 
a testimony to that.

If the morning was more about 
Rishabh Pant’s inexplicable 
shot selection, the afternoon 
session belonged to Reddy, 
whose attacking game put the 
pressure right back on Australia.

There were plenty of boundar-
ies and a six off Nathan Lyon but 
none more gorgeous than the 
off-drive off Cummins.

Reddy has been by far India’s 
most consistent batter in the 
series and the maiden Test 
century couldn’t have come at 
a more opportune time and that 
too at an iconic venue.

Washington, at the other end, 
grew in confidence and trusted 
his defence apart from punish-
ing the loose deliveries. It did 
help that the drop-in surface at 
the MCG has got better for bat-
ting as the match progressed.

The second new ball did very 

little for Australian bowlers and 
the Indian duo ran very well 
between the wickets. With 
Mitchell Starc’s back acting up 
a little, the two batters looked to 
reduce the deficit further.

In the morning it was all about 
Pant’s shot selection that hurt 
India.

The third day’s MCG track is 
perhaps the best to bat on with 
green grass making way for a 
brownish tinge and an old Kook-
aburra hardly doing anything.

Had Pant stuck around, there 
was no way he wouldn’t have 
scored big.

Pant did start well and got a 
few boundaries but then the 
urge to play the falling lap pull 
over long-leg brought about his 
dismissal.

When he tried it for the first 
time off Scott Boland, who came 
round the wicket, Pant was hit 
in the naval area and seemed 
to be in pain.

He got up but didn’t realise that 
Cummins had placed one fielder 
at deep fine-leg and one at deep 
third man for both the conven-
tional and reverse lap shot.

Without learning his lessons or 
caring about success percent-
age, Pant tried a similar shot but 
the extra bounce meant that the 
top edge flew to third man for a 
regulation catch.

“If there was a word called 
‘worstest’, then this was one 
such shot,” former India skip-
per Sunil Gavaskar said on air.

But Reddy showed steely 
resolve as he started with a 
punchy off-drive off Lyon and 
also jumped down the track to 
loft him over for a straight six 
during a splendid recovery act.

4th Test, Day 3: Gutsy Nitish Reddy’s maiden 
ton keeps India afloat vs Australia

Nitish Reddy, an unknown entity in red ball cricket before the start of Border-Gavaskar series, virtually 
bailed India out with his dogged maiden Test century in Melbourne on Saturday
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Top News Report
KATRA, Dec 28: 

The SMVDU Skill Hub 
Centre inaugurated 
its Two-Month Train-
ing Program on Basic 
Soft Skills for Unem-
ployed Youth. The pro-
gram aims to empower 
unemployed youth 
with essential skills to 
enhance their employ-
ability and contribute to 
their personal and pro-
fessional growth.

This training program, 
a part of SMVDU’s Uni-
versity Social Respon-
sibility (USR) initiative, 
is open to unemployed 
youth with a minimum 
qualification of 10th 
pass. Participants will 
receive a certificate 
upon completion, along 
with job placement sup-
port.

Such programs show-
case SMVDU’s dedi-
cation to creating a 
positive societal impact 
through skill develop-

ment and education.
The inauguration cer-

emony was graced by 
Ajay Kumar Sharma, 
Registrar, and Prof. 
Balbir Singh, Dean 
of Academic Affairs, 
SMVDU, and Dr. 
Yatheshth Anand, HOD, 
School of Mechanical 
Engg. Katra.

They emphasized the 
significance of such ini-
tiatives in fostering skill 
development and uplift-
ment of the local com-
munity.

The Vice-Chancellor 
of SMVDU, Prof. Pra-
gati Kumar lauded the 
initiativ as a testament 
to the university’s com-
mitment to empowering 
youth and fostering soci-
etal progress through 
skill development and 

education.
He expressed confi-

dence that the program 
would significantly 
enhance the partici-
pants’ employability and 
overall personal growth.

The program is being 
coordinated by Dr. 
Sanjay Sharma, Associ-
ate Professor and Coor-
dinator, SMVDU Skill 
Hub Centre, who high-
lighted the program’s 
objectives and the uni-
versity’s commitment to 
community service.

The ceremony con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks delivered by Er. 
Deepak Byotra, Super-
intendent, Central Work-
shop.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Dec 28: 

The Division of Agricul-
ture Statistics & Eco-
nomics at the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Wadura 
SKUAST-Kashmir orga-
nized a one-day Nation-
al Conference cum 
Awareness Programme 
on “Mathematics in Daily 
Life” to honour the 137th 
birth anniversary of the 
legendary mathemati-
cian Srinivasa Ramanu-
jan.

The event began with a 
welcome address by the 
Dr. Fehim J. Wani, who 
highlighted the endur-
ing contributions of 
Ramanujan to the field 
of mathematics and its 
practical relevance in 
everyday life.

Prof. Raihana Habib 
Kanth, Dean Faculty of 
Agriculture, delivered 
special remarks, under-
scoring the importance 

of nurturing mathemati-
cal thinking among stu-
dents and researchers 
for solving real-world 
challenges.

Prof. Bilal Ahmad Bhat, 
Head of Division & Orga-
nizer of the event, intro-
duced the programme, 
providing an overview 
of its objectives and 
the significance of 
mathematics in diverse 
aspects of life.

The conference 
featured an array of 

insightful lectures: Prof. 
W.M.Shah, Former 
Dean & Head Depart-
ment of Math, CUK, 
Kashmir presented a 
thought-provoking ses-
sion on “Mathematics in 
Kashmir,” exploring the 
region’s rich mathemati-
cal heritage. Professor 
Rahul Gupta, Registrar, 
University of Jammu dis-
cussed the “Relationship 
between Mathematics 
and Statistics” and their 
interplay in data-driven 

decision-making.
Prof. Parmil Kumar, 

Head Department of 
Statistics, University 
of Jammu elaborated 
on “Mathematics in the 
Modern World,” show-
casing its applications 
in technology, science, 
and innovation. Prof. 
D.S.Hooda, Former 
Pro VC, Kurekshetra 
University delivered an 
inspiring lecture on the 
“Importance of Math-
ematics” and its trans-

formative potential in 
society.

The event also fea-
tured words of wisdom 
from the Javid Ahmad 
Najar, Chief Planning 
Officer Baramulla, who 
encouraged participants 
to adopt mathematics as 
a critical tool for inno-
vation and intellectual 
growth.

The conference con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks by Prof. Sajad 
Saraf who expressed 
gratitude to all speak-
ers, participants, and 
organizers for their con-
tributions to making the 
event a success.

The programme 
served as a tribute to 
Srinivasa Ramanujan’s 
unparalleled legacy and 
a platform to inspire a 
deeper understanding 
and appreciation for the 
role of mathematics in 
everyday life.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: The 

Jammu and Kashmir 
Students Association 
on Saturday expressed 
deep sorrow over the 
demise of former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, who passed 
away at the age of 92. 
The association hailed 
Dr. Singh’s exceptional 
contributions to student-
centric policies, particu-
larly for the youth of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
describing him as a 
visionary leader whose 
impact will resonate for 
generations.

Association said that 
Dr. Manmohan Singh 
played a historic and 
transformative role in 
conceptualizing and 
implementing the Prime 
Minister ’s Special 
Scholarship Scheme 
(PMSSS) for students 
from Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh.

Introduced in 2011 
during his tenure as 
Prime Minister, the 
scheme aimed to pro-
vide opportunities for 
5,000 meritorious stu-
dents annually to pursue 
higher education in pre-
mier private and govern-
ment institutions across 
India.

Khuehami said, “Dr. 
Singh envisioned this 
scholarship not merely 
as financial aid but as 
a pathway to empow-
er the youth of J&K 
through education. It 
was a transformative 
step aimed at fostering 
economic self-reliance 

and intellectual develop-
ment.

The PMSSS has 
since become a lifeline 
for thousands of stu-
dents from economi-
cally disadvantaged 
backgrounds. By cover-
ing tuition fees, board-
ing, lodging, and other 
essential expenses, the 
scholarship has enabled 
students to study 
diverse fields, including 
engineering, medicine, 
humanities, and social 
sciences. Over 50,000 
students have benefit-
ted from this initiative 
to date, bridging geo-
graphical, social, and 
economic gaps.

 “Dr. Singh’s vision 
ensured that students 
from the marginalized 
and conflict-affected 
regions of J&K could 
access quality educa-
tion and realize their 
full potential. His efforts 
continue to shape a 
generation of empow-
ered youth contribut-
ing meaningfully to the 
nation,” Khuehami said.

He further emphasized 
that the scholarship has 
been instrumental in 
promoting mobility and 
interaction between stu-
dents of J&K and their 
peers across the coun-
try, fostering mutual 
understanding and unity.

Khuehami  a l so 
recalled another sig-
nificant initiative by Dr. 
Singh – the Himayat 
Scheme, also known 
as the Skill Empower-
ment and Employment 
Scheme for Jammu and 

Kashmir (SEE-J&K). 
Launched to train and 
employ over one lakh 
youth from poor fami-
lies, the scheme has 
been a game-changer in 
enhancing the employ-
ability of the region’s 
youth. Dr. Singh allocat-
ed over ₹300 crores for 
this programme, under-
scoring his commitment 
to the upliftment of the 
region’s underprivi-
leged.

The Association said 
that, “Dr. Manmohan 
Singh was an epitome 
of grace, intellect, and 
calm leadership. He 
symbolized dignity in 
public life and served 
as a beacon of hope for 
generations. His integ-
rity, humility, and quiet 
strength inspired mil-
lions and set a bench-
mark for leadership 
rooted in values and 
purpose,” it said.

The associat ion 
described Dr. Singh as 
a statesman par excel-
lence, a visionary econ-
omist who transformed 
India’s economy, and a 
compassionate leader 
who always prioritized 
the welfare of the mar-
ginalized.

Expressing condolenc-
es to Dr. Singh’s family 
and admirers, the asso-
ciation stated, “Dr. Man-
mohan Singh’s legacy 
will continue to inspire 
us all. His contributions 
to education, empower-
ment, and nation-build-
ing are immeasurable, 
and his absence will be 
deeply felt.”

Faculty of Agriculture SKUAST-K hosts National 
Conference on “Mathematics in Daily Life”

Two-month basic soft skills training 
inaugurated at SMVDU

J&K Students Association 
remembers Dr. Manmohan 
Singh for his efforts Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 28:  The Jammu and Kashmir Public Service Commission (JKPSC) has announced the postponement of the written test for the 
position of Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, which was initially scheduled for December 29, 2024.

According to an official notice released today, the exam will now be held on January 12, 2025.
The notice, issued by Dr. MajadJhangir, Deputy Controller of Examinations at JKPSC, stated that all eligible candidates who had registered for 

the exam should note the updated date.
Candidates are advised to prepare accordingly and stay updated on further communications from the commission.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 28: A Teacher’s Train-

ing of the Teachers of the Govt. 
Schools of Jammu & Samba was held 
on Saturday at Tawi Conference Hall, 
Udheywala, Jammu.

National Development Founda-
tion Jammu organised the training in 
collaboration with the Directorate of 
Samagra Shiksha J&K, the Director-
ate of School Education Jammu, and 
UNICEF India.

Sunny Kumar, Programme Man-
ager NDF and Nisha Pandita, Addl. 
Programme Officer NDF sensitised 
the teachers on the Early Warning 
System, which is a mechanism for 
understanding the students who are 
at risk of dropping out. Around 50 par-
ticipants, both teachers and NDF staff, 
participated.

Rajiv Kumar Khajuria, President 
National Development Foundation and 
Member Selection Committee under 
Juvenile Justice Rules, interacted with 
the teachers and called upon them to 
involve School Management Commit-
tees, Parents and students to ensure 
no student drop out.

He appealed to the teachers to 
implement the low-cost and no-cost 
strategies explained to them in today’s 
training to understand the early signs 
of the students who are at risk of drop-
ping out and strategies on how to pre-
vent them from dropping out.

He said that the New Education 
Policy focuses on the universalisation 
of education for all children by improv-
ing the quality of education and ensur-
ing an Inclusive and Equitable Educa-
tion System.

JK PSC postpones veterinary assistant 
Surgeon written test

Teachers Training on EWS held


