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Amid her battle with breast 
cancer, Hina Khan makes a 
comeback with Grihalaxmi

Naqvi warns against 
‘pseudo-secular syndicate’ 

subverting ‘sanatan sanskar’

South Korea’s opposition 
controlled National Assembly 

votes to impeach acting leader

LG Sinha 
expresses 
grief over 
demise of 
Former PM 
Manmohan 
Singh

JAMMU, Dec 27 
(Agencies):  Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Thursday expressed 
grief over the demise 
of former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, 
saying that he made 
extremely significant 
contributions to India’s 
growth.

Singh died at the All 
India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Delhi, 
on Thursday night. He 
was 92.

“My heartfelt condo-
lences to the family 
members and admirers. 
May God give them the 
strength and courage 
to bear this irreparable 
loss. Om Shanti,” Sinha 
said on X.

“As Prime Minister, 
he took bold steps 
for nation building. In 
his passing away, the 
nation has lost a tow-
ering politician and a 
distinguished luminary,” 
he added.

Three 
residential 
houses, ICDS 
centre gutted 
in fire 
incident in 
Kupwara

SRINAGAR, Dec 
27 (Agencies): Three 
residential houses, an 
Integrated Child Devel-
opment Service (ICDS) 
centre and two cow-
sheds were gutted in a 
fire incident in  Jammu 
Kashmir’s Kupwara 
district, officials said.

A fire-fighter Irfan 
Ahmad Dar was injured 
during the operation 
who was promptly shift-
ed to a nearby health 
facility for treatment, 
the Fire and Emergen-
cy officials said.

They said the fire 
broke out during the 
intervening night of 
Thursday and Friday 
in a residential house 
at Village Marsari in 
Chokibal area and 
engulfed other nearby 
houses causing 
damage to three two 
storied residential 
houses, an ICDS centre 
and two cowsheds.

As soon as the fire 
occurred several fire 
tenders were rushed 
from the nearby fire 
stations of Kralpora, 
Tangdhar and Kuwara 
to douse the leaping 
flames.

Eyewitness said the 
Army and locals res-
cued the civilians from 
the area and extended 
every possible help to 
the civil administration 
to control the fire.

The cause of the fire 
is stated to be due to 
the electricity short cir-
cuit, they said.

NEW DELHI, Dec 27 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday described his 
predecessor Manmohan Singh’s 
death as a big loss to the nation, 
asserting that his commitment 
to the people and the country’s 
development would always be 
respected.

In a video message, Modi 
recalled Singh’s life journey after 
his family’s migration to India, 
leaving behind everything fol-
lowing Partition, as he noted 
that his numerous achievements 
since then were no mean feat.

His life will always serve as 
a lesson for the future genera-
tions on how someone can rise 

above deprivation and struggles 
to attain the heights of success, 
he said.

Modi said Singh, who passed 

away at 92 on Thursday, would 
always be remembered as a 
decent human being, scholar, 
economist and a leader dedi-

cated to reforms.
Noting that he served in vari-

ous capacities in the govern-
ment, the prime minister said 
Singh was Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) governor during 
challenging times and put the 
country on a new economic path 
as finance minister in the gov-
ernment headed by PV Nara-
simha Rao.

Modi said, “As prime minister, 
his contribution to the country’s 
development and progress will 
always be remembered.”

He was also effusive in prais-
ing Singh’s personal virtues, 
noting that his life was a reflec-
tion of

NEW DELHI, Dec 
27 (Agencies):  Vice-
President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar’s proposed 
visit to Jammu on Friday 
has been rescheduled 
due to the State mourn-
ing announced by the 

central government fol-
lowing the passing of 
former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh.

  Dhankhar was sched-
uled to address the con-
vocation of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University.

His office said the 
programme had been 
“rescheduled”.

The Union Govern-
ment has declared a 
seven-day mourning in 
honour of former prime 
minister Singh, who 
passed away here at 
the age of 92 late on 
Thursday.

JAMMU, Dec 27 
(Agencies): Creating yet 
another record, the yatra 
to Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine Board has 
crossed 93 lakh mark 
this year, said an official.

Nestled in Trikuta Hills 
of Katra town in Reasi 
district of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, over 93 lakh 
yatris have paid obei-
sance at the Shrine 
this year, Anshul Garg, 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board, posted 
on X.

He further posted 
that special langars set 
up by Shrine Board at 

Katra Railway Station, 
Banganga and Tarakote 
offering Tea and Milk to 
the pilgrims, as Yatra 
continues smoothly 
through both the tracks.

JAMMU, Dec 27 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir govern-
ment has declared a 
seven-day state mourn-
ing from December 
26, 2024, to January 
1, 2025, to honor the 
former Prime Minister 
of India, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, who passed 

away on December 26.
During this period, the 

National Flag will be 
flown at half-mast at all 
official locations, and no 
official entertainment 
events will take place. 
The General Adminis-
tration Department has 
issued directives to 
ensure compliance with 

these measures.
The decision, com-

municated by Com-
missioner/Secretary 
Sanjeev Verma, reflects 
the state’s respect for 
the late leader. Citizens 
have been requested to 
observe the guidelines 
during the mourning 
period.

SRINAGAR, Dec 27 
(Agencies):  National 
Conference (NC) presi-
dent Farooq Abdullah on 
Friday expressed grief 
over former prime min-
ister Manmohan Singh’s 
demise, saying his big-
gest legacy was that he 
tried to keep India united 
and spread love across 
the nation.

  “Singh was an excel-
lent economist. His big-
gest achievement was 
that he tried to keep India 
united. He opened the 
economy. Today, when 
we talk of a trillion-dollar 
economy, it is because 
of Singh,” Abdullah, who 
was Singh’s cabinet col-
league, told reporters 
here.

Singh wanted friendly 
relations with our neigh-
bours and “God willing, 

that time will come”, said 
Abdullah, who was the 
Minister for Renewable 
Energy in the second 
United Prgressive Alli-
ance (UPA) government

He noted that the 
economy was opened 
during the rule of Rajiv 
Gandhi and Narasimha 
Rao and said that today 
we can happily see that 
our economy is pro-
gressing.

“I was a minister in his 

cabinet, and for the first 
time in India, someone 
recognised renewable 
energy. On behalf of my 
family and my party, I 
pay my tributes to Singh 
and hope that we, and 
others, complete the 
work he left unfinished 
and take this country for-
ward while maintaining 
brotherhood,” he said.

Remembering Singh’s 
efforts for peace and 
prosperity in  Jammu 

REASI/JAMMU, Dec 
27: The shutdown in 
Katra against the pro-
posed Vaishno Devi 
ropeway project entered 
its third day on Friday, 
with more people sit-
ting on the hunger to 
demand the release of 
those detained during 
earlier demonstrations.

The Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Sangharsh Samiti 
called for a 72-hour 
shutdown,  which 
began on Wednesday. 
It announced that all 
activities in  Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Katra would 
remain suspended 
during the bandh.

Women and chil-

dren have now joined 
the six protesters who 
began a hunger strike 
on Wednesday night, 
demanding the release 
of 18 Samiti members 
detained during a pro-
test march against the 
project earlier that day.

Last month, the Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine Board decided 
to move forward with a 
Rs 250-crore passen-
ger ropeway project 
between Tarakote Marg 
to Sanji Chhat along the 
12-kilometre track to the 
shrine after shelving the 
project in the past due to 
similar protests.

Manmohan Singh’s life will serve as lesson 
to coming generations: PM Modi

V-P Dhankhar’s Jammu tour 
rescheduled due to State Mourning 
for Former PM Manmohan Singh

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Yatra crosses 93 
lakh mark this year: Official

Manmohan Singh’s Death: J&K Govt 
Announces 7-Day Mourning

Manmohan Singh’s biggest legacy was his 
effort to keep India Untied: Farooq Abdullah

Shutdown in Katra against ropeway project enters 
third day, more people join hunger strike
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: Chief 

Secretary, Atal Dulloo on 
Friday chaired a meet-
ing to discuss the suit-
ability of different ways 
and means to establish 
the Water Theme Park 
along River Tawi here at 
Sidhra, Jammu.

Those who attended 
this meeting includes 
Commissioner Secre-
tary, H&UDD; Commis-
sioner Secretary, Tour-
ism; VC, JDA and other 
concerned officers.

In the beginning the 
Chief Secretary took 
note of the status of land 
identified by the Depart-
ment around Sidhra Golf 
Course on the banks of 
River Tawi. He enjoined 
upon the Housing 
Department to ascertain 
that the land is free from 

all encumbrances espe-
cially seeking NoC from 
the Forest Department.

He advised the Jammu 
Development Authority 
(JDA) to use this prized 
land as their equity in the 
project so that it would 
be a source of regular 
income for the author-
ity. He asked them to 
invite EoI for creating a 

thematic Water Amuse-
ment Park at this site in 
a PPP mode as per the 
formulated plan.

Dulloo also under-
scored the need of 
taking this matter to 
the respective Board of 
Directors (BoD) of JDA 
for the same is empow-
ered to take decisions 
about further course of 

action.
He observed that this 

park would be a new 
addition to the tourist 
attractions in Jammu 
along with Tawi Lake 
Front, Zoological Park 
and other amenities cre-
ated here. He made out 
that such amusements 
together with creation 
of better infrastructure 

is going to increase 
the tourist footfall here 
besides making Jammu 
a tourist destination in its 
own right.

The Commissioner 
Secretary, H&UDD, 
Mandeep Kaur while pre-
senting details apprised 
the meeting that a chunk 
of land measuring 92 
Kanal and 3 Marlas at 
village Dwara (Sidhra 

area, adjacent to Golf 
Course) along the river 
Tawi has been identified 
by JDA for development 
of this Water Park.

She added that the 
proposed site is approxi-
mately 04 Kms from the 
National Highway and is 
suitable for this project. 
The “Land Use” status 
as per Master Plan 2032 
is ‘Recreation Use’ and 

cost of the land is esti-
mated at Rs.129.36 
Crores, the meeting was 
informed.

It was further given 
out that in response to 
the EOI floated earlier, 
an offer was received 
which is under consid-
eration for appointment 
of transaction advisor for 
framing RFP.

About the proposed 

footfall, it was revealed 
that as per preliminary 
estimates the Park is 
going to attract around 
20 lakh visitors annually 
taking the percentage 
of pilgrims coming for 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Shrine or Amarnathji 
Yatra including the locals 
and those coming to visit 
other tourist places.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: Con-

gress on Friday paid rich 
tributes to former Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan 
Singh in a condolence 
meeting held at Congress 
HQ, Jammu.

The meeting paid floral 
tributes to the former 
Prime Minister Dr. Man-
mohan Singh and remem-
bered him for his honesty 
and excellent economic 
policies. It was a tribute to            
Dr Singh’s approach to the 
problems facing our coun-
try that he remained com-
mitted as  Prime Minister 

to India’s religious, cul-
tural, linguistic and regional 
diversity and regarded  the 
federal structure as the 
core and defining feature 
of our constitution and our 
national polity.

While paying floral trib-
utes Tara Chand, former 
Dy. CM and Working Presi-
dent JKPCC, said that  Dr.  
Manmohan Singh had intro-
duced several schemes 
and programmes that 
ensured the directive prin-
ciples of State policy were 
implemented. He intro-
duced programmes and 
schemes like MNREGA, 
Right to Information, Right 
to Education, Right to 

Food, Forest Rights Act, 
and the Urban Renewal 
Mission, among others. 
‘He created a high growth 
potential economy on one 
hand, and built a safety net 
for the vulnerable on the 
other hand’.

Former Minister and 
Working President PCC 
Raman Bhalla said that Dr. 
Manmohan Singh was a 
great statesman, par excel-
lence, great economist 
and veteran politician who 
believed in  the pluralistic 
strength of this nation.

He practiced and 
preached unity in diversity 
during his life and even 

taught those who had a 
different philosophy in life. 

He was a great asset to the 
nation and he was liked by 
one and all from different 
sections and ideologies.

Two minute silence was 
observed on the occasion 
to pray for peace to the 
departed soul and to give 
strength to his family, rela-
tives and admirers to bear 
the loss.

Senior leaders who 
attended the condolence 
meeting included  Th. 
Balwan Singh, Yogesh 
Sawhney, Ved Mahajan, 
Rajnish Sharma (Mian), 
Dr. Manohar Lal Sharma, 
Th. Manmohan Singh-
DCC President Jammu, 
Narinder Sharma, Suresh 
Dogra, Dr. R.K. Khajuria, 
AP Singh Lucky, Neeraj 
Gupta, Gurdarshan Singh, 
Sanjeev Panda, Sahil 
Sharma,  Michael Wazir, 
Bhavishiya Sudan,  Ricky 
Dalotra,  Vijay Shastri, 
Farooq Ahmed Sheikh, 
Th. Hoshiyar Singh,  Nasir 
Masih, Sandeep Dogra, 
Keval Krishan Jogi, H.S. 
Bagi, Rakesh Sharma, 
Annirudh Sawhney, Latish 
Sharma, Narinder (Happy) 
and others.

JDA mandated to create Water Park at Sidhra

CS for early completion of paperwork to execute project on ground

Congress pays tributes to Dr. Manmohan Singh
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By: Vijay Garg 

The unexpected joy of 
forging meaningful 
friendships in middle 

age defies the common belief 
that the best opportunities for 
connection are behind us
Your hat is fantastic. It 

makes you look more Bavar-
ian than any of us,  the con-
cierge quipped as I entered 
the venue for the coffee-
and-cake event at a resort in 
southern Germany. Although 
he was stretching the truth 
— I have neither blonde hair 
nor blue eyes — I accepted 
the compliment with a coy 
smile. “Danke schön,” I said, 
tipping my woolen hat. Just 
then, another guest remarked, 
“That’s a pretty pin on your 
hat,” pointing to the deli-
cate hand-crafted Edelweiss 
flower. A cherished gift from 
my friends, Wolfgang and 
Amelie, the pin symbolised 
a friendship that began just a 
year ago, in this very Bavar-
ian town of Schliersee.
The Wolfgangs — a hand-

some, warm-hearted couple 
— are a testament to the 
unexpected joy of friend-

ships made in middle age. 
Our bond didn’t begin with 
shared childhoods or decades 
of history but with a simple 
“hello” and an open heart. 
The modest origins of our 
connection and the way it 
blossomed over the past year 
defy the notion that meaning-
ful friendships are reserved 
for youth. Our paths crossed 
serendipitously during an 
evening walk.
A casual exchange of pleas-

antries evolved into deeper 
conversations about life, 
culture, and shared inter-
ests. What began as polite 
conversation in an Alpine 
countryside ended with an 
exchange of coordinates and 
it continued with texting in 
the months after. It is widely 
held that the friends we make 
in our formative years are the 
ones who stay, while those 
forged later in life are fleet-
ing, superficial, or driven by 
necessity. This belief may 
hold some truth; adulthood 
brings with it obligations, 
scepticism, and wariness.
We become cautious in 

extending ourselves. The 
innocence of youthful cama-
raderie gives way to guarded 

interactions, and we convince 
ourselves that the window 
for profound friendship has 
closed. Yet, the Wolfgangs 
remind me that this window 
is not sealed shut — it merely 
takes a little more effort to 
open.
Friendships formed in 

middle age are special not 
despite our life experiences, 
but because of them. We 
bring to these connections a 
deeper sense of self-aware-
ness, empathy, and apprecia-
tion.
There’s no rush to impress or 

to conform. The pressures of 
youthful identity-building are 
gone. In their place, we find 
sincerity, authenticity, and the 
willingness to value people 
for who they truly are.  They 
remind us of the universality 
of human warmth and curi-
osity. Meeting someone from 
another country — someone 
whose life, traditions, and 
language are different — can 
feel like discovering an entire-
ly new world.
And when such encounters 

lead to genuine friendship, 
they break down the invis-
ible walls that geography and 
culture often build around us. 

There is also a profound joy 
in the intentionality of these 
connections. In our younger 
years, friendships are often 
born of proximity — class-
mates, neighbours, or college 
roommates. As adults, friend-
ships require deliberate effort. 
This intentionality infuses 
middle-aged friendships with 
a depth and resilience that 
can be even more rewarding 
than the bonds of our youth. 
I think back to the pin on my 
hat — that delicate Edelweiss 
— and I see it as a metaphor 
for these kinds of friendships. 
The Edelweiss, a rare Alpine 
flower, thrives in challenging 
conditions.
It symbolises courage, devo-

tion, and the willingness to 
climb new heights. Like the 
flower, friendships made in 
middle age might take more 
effort to cultivate, but they are 
hardy, resilient, and precious. 
A year after that first meeting, 
I found myself once again in 
Schliersee last month, sharing 
coffee and cake with the Wolf-
gangs, laughing over our lan-
guage blunders and cultural 
quirks. It is never too late to 
make friends.

By:- Omkar Dattatray
 It is apt to start this write up 

with the dogri quote,’’ Methe 
de Dogri ni boli Ta Khand 

methe Log Dogre’’’ meaning 
Dogra language is so sweet and 
sweeter than that are the Dogras.  
India is a mosaic and repository 
of hundreds of languages and 
dialects and it is a country of rich 
cultural legacy, traditions ,customs 
and rituals .Every language is holy 
and essential to communicate and 
express ideas. Different languages 
are preserved, protected and are 
the means of transmitting ideas 
and education, besides being the 
vehicles of interaction and com-
munication. Dogri is one fine 
language which is mostly talked, 
written ,understood and com-
municated in the Jammu region 
of the Jammu and Kashmir .It is 
the pleasant and most sweet lan-
guage used and understood by the 
Dogras and other People residing 
in Jammu region .It is pertinent to 
mention that dogri language had 
been enlisted in the eight sched-
ule of the constitution of India on 
August 18, 2003 through the 92rd 
Amendment Act  and on 22rd 
December Dogri was officially 
added and recognized as a sched-
uled language .The 8th schedule 
of our constitution names 22 lan-
guages which are indeed some of 
the major languages of India to 
mark this multilingualism .But 
the constitutional recognition to 
dogri language had been possible 
only after the strenuous struggle 
of Dogras for the last over 70 years 
.Dogri Maanta Diwas or Dogri 
Manta Diwas is observed since 22 
December 2003 every year to com-
memorate the inclusion of Dogri 
language in the Eight Schedule of 
the constitution of India .Various 
function at the government level 
and private level have been orga-
nized on 22rd December to com-
memorate the inclusion of Dogri 
language in the constitution of 
the country .LG,Manoj Sinha has 
extended his heartiest greetings 
to the people of J&K ,Dogri speak-
ing focks of the UT in particular 
.The LG observed that a language 
is a cultural identity ,heritage ,and 

promotion of any language needs 
our collective efforts .The growth 
and development of the culture 
of any linguistic group is directly 
related with the promotion and 
preservation of its language and 
cultural legacy and language is 
the distinctive identity and indi-
viduality of any community and 
so efforts should be made to pro-
mote ,preserve and develop lan-
guages and Dogri language is no 
exception .On this solemn occa-
sion of Dogri Manita Diwas ,we 
should not only take pride in dogri 
language but resolve to promote 
,preserve and transmit it to our 
future generations .Let us make 
it a habit to talk in our mother 
tongue dogri and encourage chil-
dren who are our future leaders to 
talk in dogri language .LG has said 
the development of any region 
shall also be measured with the 
development of local culture ,lit-
erature ,and language .To achieve 
the desired results on the ground 
,the government is making deter-
mined efforts for the promotion of 
Dogri and other local languages of 
J&K .He further stressed that not 
only government ,but every stake-
holder must come together for 
the promotion and preservation 
of Dogri language  and heritage 
and must pay attention to use of 
local languages for the protection 
of the cultural identity .Pertinently 
,Dogri has already been included 
in the official languages of the 
UTB of Jammu and Kashmir.Dogri 
Language is being taught as a elec-
tive subject at plus two level .On 
Dogri Maanta Diwas,a special pro-
gram was organized at Shiv Sena 
office wherein Shiv Sainiks raised 
placards with slogans ‘’No Hello 
,No Namaste –only Jai Duggar 
.’’While addressing the gathering 
,Shiv Sena ,J&K President Manish 
Sahni stressed the need to com-
municate in mother tongue .On 
the occasion of ,20th Dogri Maanta 
Diwas ,various organizations 
held special programmes to com-
memorate the day.In a function 
in this regard Nami Dogri Sans-
than –NDS former deputy chief 
Minister Kavinder Gupta was the 
chief guest while senior journalist 
Nishikant Khajuria presided over 

the event .Nidhi Dogra Sharma 
,Patron Dogri Samaj Trust Mumbai 
,and daughter of the late Girdari 
Lal Dogra ,was the guest of honor 
and Parveen Sharma ,Chairman 
of the Citizens Co-operative Bank 
Ltd. Jammu was the special guest 
.Prof Anuparma Sharma ,Patron 
NDS ,Capt Lalit Sharma Convener 
NDS ,and Advocate Dogra Harish 
Kaila ,president NDS ,shared the 
dais .On this occasion ,four senior 
journalists ,namely Surinder Sagar 
,Ritesh Gupta ,Rajinder Kitchloo 
and Jangh Singh Verman were 
felicitated for their outstanding 
services in the field of journalism 
in general and for propagating the 
cause of Dogri language and cul-
ture in particular .In his address 
,Kavinder Gupta stressed the need 
to encourage all ,particularly chil-
dren to start speaking Dogri in 
their homes .Nishikant Khajuria 
said that new generation has start-
ed associating with Dogri and our 
rich heritage .Moreover functions 
on this day were organized by 
educational institutes ,degree col-
lages ,Jammu university ,MVDU 
and other institutes where light 
was thrown on the importance of 
Dogri Maanta Diwas and the need 
to communicate in Dogri language 
and to preserve and promote dogri 
and Dogra culture .The biggest 
function to commemorate Dogri 
Maanta Diwas was held at Abhi-
nav Theatre which was attended 
by Dr Jatindra Singh MOS ,PMO 
,Sciene, Space techonology ,Per-
sonnel and Pensions etc. and 
a galaxy of thinkers and Dogri 
intellectuals and lovers of Dogri 
language and all stressed the need 
and importance of promotion 
,preservation and transmitting 
dogri to the young generation .On 
this occasion Dr Singh said ,draw-
ing strength from the rich Dogra 
legacy .He called upon the youth 
of the dogra community to come 
out of the old mindset of sarkari 
Naukri and take the advantage 
of the startup system envisioned 
by Prime Minister Modi and be 
part and parcel of a bright future 
and career .The MoS further said 
it is time now to make a mark 
in global world of which India 
has already become an essential 

part after 2014 when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi took over 
.Addressing a programme orga-
nized to observe ‘’Dogra Diwas’’ 
commemorating the inclusion of 
Dogri language in the Indian con-
stitution and the ‘’International 
Dogra Legacy Excellence Awards 
2024 Dr Jitendra Singh said there 
was a rich Dogra legacy from  
the earlier  times which has even 
after partition ,produced some 
internationally acclaimed  icons 
like the famous Space Scientist 
and Founder ISRO Prof Satish 
Dhawan and renowned singer of 
the Indian Sub-Continent Malika 
Pokhraj or musicians like Shiv 
Kumar Sharma and Ustad Allah 
Rakha ,though this may not be a 
very widely known fact in some 
sections .He added while celebrat-
ing the legacy gives us inspiration 
and confidence ,nevertheless to 
keep the legacy alive for poster-
ity and prosperity .It is equally 
important to carry it forward to 
next generation and destination 
in today’s context ,would imply 
Dogra contribution in making of 
Viksit Bharat of 2047.He observed 
that in the last 10 years during 
the Modi rule ,there has been the 
resurgence of Dogra pride and it is 
mainly attributable to some of the 
long awaited decisions taken by 
this government including declar-
ing of holiday on the birthday of 
Maharaja Hari Singh Ji ,observ-
ing the Accession Day of J&K and 
inclusion of dogri as an official lan-
guage. Exhorting Dogra commu-
nity especially youth to be part of 
mainstream growth story of India 
.He said there is no dearth of talent 
or potential in Dogra youth but 
what is required is to change of 
mindset and liberation from the 
obsession for ’’Sarkari Naukri.’’ 
Let me conclude this article with 
a dogri song Bhala Sipahiya Dor-
gariya. Jai Hind,Jai Dugger and Jai 
Dogri.

(The author is a 
columnist, social and KP 

activist)

Dr. Manmohan Singh, the 14th Prime 
Minister of India from 2004 to 2014, 
remains one of the most respected 

and significant figures in India’s political and 
economic history. Known for his calm demean-
or, intellectual acumen, and economic fore-
sight, Dr. Singh played a pivotal role in shaping 
India’s modern economy and positioning the 
nation on the global stage. He is remembered 
not just for his tenure as Prime Minister, but 
for his earlier contributions as Finance Min-
ister, where he was the architect of the 1991 
economic reforms that transformed India’s 
economy.

Born on September 26, 1932, in the small 
village of Gah, in what is now Pakistan, Singh 
was educated at prestigious institutions both 
in India and abroad. He earned a Doctorate 
in Economics from the University of Oxford 
and later studied at Cambridge University. His 
academic background laid a strong founda-
tion for his work in public service, where he 
would become one of India’s most revered 
economists.

Dr. Singh’s most significant contribution 
came in the early 1990s when he took on the 
role of Finance Minister under Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. At a time when India 
was facing a severe economic crisis, with high 
inflation, a balance of payments crisis, and 
dwindling foreign reserves, Dr. Singh’s reforms 
were nothing short of revolutionary. The liber-
alization of the Indian economy in 1991, which 
Dr. Singh spearheaded, is often seen as the 
turning point that reshaped India’s economic 
landscape.

The reforms included deregulating industries, 
reducing import tariffs, privatizing state-owned 
enterprises, and encouraging foreign direct 
investment (FDI). These policies opened up 
the Indian market to global competition and 
integrated India into the global economy. Dr. 
Singh’s role was critical in persuading political 
leaders to embrace these difficult, yet neces-
sary, reforms.

His policy shift laid the groundwork for sus-
tained economic growth, ushering in an era of 
rapid industrialization, growth in the services 
sector, and increased foreign investment. 
Under his leadership, India’s GDP grew con-
sistently at rates above 6%, and the country’s 
middle class began to expand, which fueled 
both domestic consumption and investment.

Dr. Singh’s term as Prime Minister was 
marked by significant achievements, as well as 
challenges. His leadership during this period 
was characterized by stability, pragmatism, 
and a focus on economic growth, but also 
by challenges, particularly related to coalition 
politics and corruption scandals.

His tenure saw India’s economy grow at an 
average rate of 8-9% annually, lifting millions 
out of poverty and making India one of the 
world’s fastest-growing economies. The Indian 
economy achieved remarkable growth in sec-
tors like information technology, telecommu-
nications, and pharmaceuticals. The reforms 
he had laid the foundation for in the 1990s 
continued to yield fruit during his tenure.

Additionally, Dr. Singh’s government focused 
on expanding social welfare programs, nota-
bly Rural Employment Guarantee Schemes 
(MGNREGA), which aimed to provide job 
security for rural families, and initiatives like 
the National Rural Health Mission (NRHM). 
His government’s approach combined eco-
nomic liberalization with a social safety net, 
balancing growth with the welfare of the most 
vulnerable in society.

One of the most notable achievements during 
Dr. Singh’s tenure as Prime Minister was India’s 
nuclear deal with the United States, signed in 
2008. This agreement marked a significant 
shift in India’s global positioning, as it gained 
access to nuclear technology while simultane-
ously reaffirming its status as a major player 
on the world stage. The deal was hailed as a 
diplomatic triumph for India and a testament 
to Dr. Singh’s diplomatic skills.

Dr. Manmohan Singh’s legacy is one of a 
visionary economist who played an instrumen-
tal role in shaping India’s modern economy. 
His contributions as Finance Minister in 1991, 
as well as his tenure as Prime Minister, trans-
formed India into a key global economic player. 
His efforts in liberalizing the economy, while 
ensuring that the benefits of growth reached 
the common man, cemented his position as 
one of India’s greatest leaders.

Dr. Singh was a man of integrity, deeply 
committed to public service, and dedicated 
to improving the lives of ordinary Indians. His 
humility, dedication to work, and unwavering 
commitment to India’s progress have earned 
him a lasting place in the hearts of many Indi-
ans.

In remembering Dr. Manmohan Singh, we 
acknowledge not just his economic achieve-
ments, but also his values of humility, service, 
and nation-building, which continue to inspire 
future generations of leaders and policymak-
ers in India.

EDITORIAL Dogri Maanta Diwas

Across cultures and ages: The beauty of unexpected friendships

Dr. Manmohan Singh: 
Architect of Economic 

Transformation
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Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Dec 27: 

BJP Mahila District Pres-
ident Kishtwar, Anjali 
Singh Chauhan, along 
with District Spokes-
person Seema Bhagat 
and the Mahila Morcha 
team, inaugurated the 
newly opened Amritsari 
Naan Kulcha Stall near 
Boy’s Higher Second-
ary School, Kishtwar. 
The stall, which has 
been started by Vineet 
Thakur, is a new addi-
tion to Kishtwar’s local 
food scene and aims 
to provide quality food 

while creating employ-
ment opportunities for 
local youth.

The event was attend-
ed by several prominent 
women leaders from 
the BJP, who came to 
show their support and 
celebrate this entrepre-
neurial initiative. Vineet 
Thakur was appreci-
ated by the team for 
his efforts, and he was 
congratulated for this 
significant venture.

While interacting with 
the media, Anjali Singh 
Chauhan expressed her 
admiration for the youth 
like Vineet Thakur, call-

ing them role models for 
others.

She highlighted that 
these young entrepre-
neurs not only start their 
own businesses but also 
create job opportunities 
for others, thus contrib-
uting to the community’s 
economic growth.

She urged other youth 
to take inspiration from 
such initiatives, avoid 
the negative influence 
of drugs and smok-
ing, and focus on self-
employment to build 
both wealth and respect 
in society.

Anjali Singh Chauhan 
also emphasized the 
importance of youth-
driven initiatives in 
strengthening the local 
economy and creating 
a positive impact on 
society.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: Bali 

Bhagat, senior BJP leader 
and former Minister, has 
strongly condemned 
Congress for deliberately 
displaying a distorted 
map during its centenary 
celebrations of the 1924 
Belagavi session in Kar-
nataka. The map shown 
at the event outrageously 
depicted Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) as 
part of Pakistan, a move 
that has sparked wide-

spread outrage across 
the nation. He called this 
display a serious insult to 
India’s sovereignty and an 
act of treason, undermin-
ing the country’s territorial 
integrity.

In a statement issued 
here today, Bali Bhagat 
pointed out that Con-
gress has a long history of 
such actions, particularly 
under the leadership of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, which 
led to India losing sig-
nificant territory to China. 

The exclusion of PoK 
from India’s map further 
reflects the party’s disre-
gard for the nation’s ter-
ritorial unity. He reminded 
the public that Parliament 
has unanimously passed 
a resolution recognizing 
PoJK as an integral part 
of India, and such actions 
by Congress only serve 
to weaken the nation’s 
stance on its sovereignty.

The senior BJP leader 
also accused Congress 
leaders of visiting Paki-

stan and seeking support 
from its leaders, a move 
he described as a national 
crime. He emphasized 
that these actions reflect-
ed the same divisive 
mindset that led to the 
painful partition of India 
in 1947. He demanded 
strict action against those 
responsible for display-
ing the erroneous map 
and called for Congress 
to clarify its position on 
India’s territorial sover-
eignty.

In his appeal to the 
public, Bali Bhagat urged 
the people of India to 
remain vigilant against 
any attempts to under-
mine the country’s unity 
and integrity. He reaf-
firmed the BJP’s unwav-
ering commitment to pro-
tecting India’s sovereignty 
and ensuring that the 
country’s territorial integ-
rity remains intact. The 
BJP, he said, will continue 
to safeguard the nation 
from forces that seek to 
divide and weaken it.

Top News Report
JAMMU /NEW DELHI, 

Dec 27: Uday Bhanu 
Chib, National President 
of the Indian Youth Con-
gress (IYC), today paid 
his heartfelt tributes to 
the former Prime Minis-
ter of India, Dr. Manmo-
han Singh, at his resi-
dence.

During his visit, Uday 
Chib recalled the 
immense contributions 
of Dr. Manmohan Singh 

to the Congress party 
and the nation.

He highlighted Dr. 
Singh’s legacy as a 
visionary leader, his 
significant role in steer-
ing India’s economic 
reforms, and his unwav-
ering commitment to 
national progress and 
unity.

Chib expressed his 
deep respect for the 
former Prime Minis-
ter, acknowledging his 

integrity, wisdom, and 
dedication to public ser-
vice.

“Dr. Manmohan Singh 
was not just a leader 
but a true statesman 
whose work continues 
to inspire us,” he added.

The IYC President 
further extended con-
dolences to Dr. Singh’s 
family, recognizing his 
pivotal role in shaping 
India’s growth trajectory 
over the years.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: 

Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Jammu 
under the leadership of 
Prof. B.S. Sahay, Direc-
tor, IIM Jammu, and Yes 
Bank have entered into 
a strategic partnership 
with the signing of a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on 27th 
Dec 2024 at The Centre 
for Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Skill Devel-
opment (CEISD), Jagti 
Campus.

This collaboration 
aims to foster a vibrant 
ecosystem for innova-
tion and entrepreneur-
ship, emphasizing areas 
such as agribusiness, 
IT/ITeS, sustainability, 
and urban technology.

The MoU was signed in 
the presence of key rep-
resentatives from both 
organizations, includ-
ing Dr. Muqbil Burhan, 
Chairperson, Centre 
for Entrepreneurship & 
Innovation, Cmdr. Kes-
avan Baskkaran, Chief 
Administrative Officer, 
IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek 
Sharma, Chief Innova-
tion Officer, IIM Jammu 
(Jammu Campus), Er. 
Ankush 

Varma, Chief Innova-
tion Officer, IIM Jammu, 
(Srinagar Campus) Shri 
Rajat Sood, Regional 
Segment Head, Gov-
ernment Banking, YES 
BANK, Jagdeep Jaggi, 
AVP, Govt. Banking, 
Yes Bank, Sumer Pach-
nanda, Senior Manager, 
Government Banking, 
YES BANK. The MoU 
sets the stage for com-
prehensive collabora-
tion between the two 
institutions.

The agreement focus-
es on promoting entre-
preneurial activities, 
knowledge exchange, 
and curated banking 
solutions for startups 
incubated at IIM Jammu.

This partnership 
between IIM Jammu 
and YES BANK aims 
to drive innovation and 
foster a sustainable 
entrepreneurial eco-
system in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The MoU focuses on 
key areas of collabora-
tion, including knowl-
edge advisory support 
for preparing feasibil-
ity and detailed project 
reports to establish or 
upgrade incubation cen-
ters and laboratories, 
with the goal of secur

ing government fund-
ing and support.

YES BANK will also 
provide mentorship 
and advisory support 
to startups incubated at 
IIM Jammu, conducting 
workshops and sessions 
tailored to various entre-
preneurial domains.

Additionally, the part-
nership emphasizes 
ecosystem connect and 
outreach by assisting 
in validating potential 
use cases and market 
linkages for innovative 
ideas and technologies.

It also includes the 
organization of knowl-
edge sessions on mutu-
ally agreed topics to 
strengthen the innova-
tion ecosystem.

The MoU further out-
lines curated bank-
ing and digital product 
offerings, enabling YES 
BANK to evaluate and 
support startups with 
transaction and digi-
tal banking products, 
enhancing their finan-
cial capabilities and 
promoting growth. This 
partnership signifies a 
joint effort to drive inno-
vation and create a sus-
tainable entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: Live 

For Others – Being 
Helpful Foundation 
(LFO-BHF), in collabo-
ration with Talla Jewel-
lers, successfully orga-
nized a Blood Dona-
tion Camp at SMGS 
Hospital, Jammu. The 
camp aimed to support 
thalassemia-affected 
children, emphasizing 
the importance of saving 
lives through blood 
donations.

The event witnessed 
the enthusiastic partici-
pation of 40 volunteers, 
with 16 units of blood 

collected. This contri-
bution will make a sig-
nificant difference in the 
lives of children battling 
thalassemia.

On speaking with 
Kashish Gupta, CEO 
of Talla Jewellers, she 
said, “We are honored 
to collaborate with LFO-
BHF for such a noble 
cause. Every drop of 
blood donated today will 
help give hope and life 
to a child in need.”

Vivek Parihar, Direc-
tor & CEO of LFO-BHF, 
stated, “This camp is a 
testament to the power 
of community action. 

We are grateful to all 
the donors and volun-
teers who came forward 
to support this life-sav-
ing initiative and appre-
ciated Sahil Kumar the 
activity incharge for 
successful completion 
of the camp”

Following the blood 
donation camp, LFO-
BHF and Talla Jewel-
lers also organized a 
Christmas Celebra-
tion at SMGS Hospital, 
Jammu.

The event brought joy 
to thalassemia-affected 
children through the 
distribution of toys and 
eatables, along with fun 
activities that created 
memorable moments 
for these brave young 
warriors.

The members present 
at the blood donation 
camp included Abhi-
nandan Sharma, Navya, 
Shubam, Karan, Rad-
hika, Manvi, Dhruv, and 
many more.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: AAP 

Leader & Social Activist 
Gurmeet Singh Baaghi 
has strongly urged the 
Union Government 
to restore Statehood 
to Jammu and Kash-
mir, emphasizing that 
this move would help 
resume democratic 
activities and ensure 
that Jammu and Kash-
mir gets its fair share in 
all aspects.

In a statement, Baaghi 
reminded the govern-
ment of the promise 
made in the Parliament 
to restore statehood to 
J&K, highlighting the 
dissatisfaction of the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir with the BJP.

According to Baaghi, 
this dissatisfaction is 
one of the main rea-
sons why the people of 
J&K are demanding the 
restoration of statehood.

Baaghi expressed 
concerns over the con-
tradiction in the govern-
ment’s stance. While 
the central government 
has committed to restor-
ing statehood to J&K, it 
has failed to take any 
concrete steps toward 
fulfilling this promise

. This, Baaghi argued, 
shows that the Gov-

ernment of India is not 
sincere about address-
ing the concerns of the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Baaghi also criticized 
the government’s failure 
to deliver on its promise 
of employment for the 
youth.

Despite the gov-
ernment’s frequent 
announcements and 
big statements about 
providing jobs, Baaghi 
claimed that nothing 
tangible has been seen 
on the ground, accusing 
the BJP of making false 
promises and “jumlas” 
that have failed to bring 
about any real change.

The situation, accord-
ing to Baaghi, has led 
to the alienation and 
disempowerment of the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He pointed 
out that the policies of 
the government have 
severely hampered the 
normal life of residents, 
leaving them struggling 
to get their grievances 
addressed.

Baaghi stressed the 
urgent need to restore 
statehood to win back 
the trust of the people 
and ensure that their 
rights and interests are 
respected once again.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: The 

Batwal community has 
expressed deep shock 
over the sad, sudden 
and untimely demise 
of Pehalwan Darshan 
Lal, who belonged to 
Sargotra clan of Batwal 
community and hailed 
from Sarora Village of 
Marh Block.

R.L.Kaith said, Dar-
shan Lal was a pehl-
wani wrestler and 
strongman. Besides, 
he was most kind and 
considerate person. 
He would always think 

about others’ welfare 
and promote justice 
and fairness because 
he viewed everyone as 
a deserving and worthy 
human being.

Others who spoke on 
Darshan Lal were his 
elder brother Lieuten-
ant Raj Kapur (Retd), 
younger brother Suraj 
Parkash and his very 
close relative Banty Lal.

Community members 
extended their heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved family and 
prayed to Almighty to 
grant eternal peace to 
the departed soul.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: One-

day Divisional level 
capacity-building work-
shop for Field Level 
Officers (FLOs) HADP, 
of the Jammu Division 
was held today at Baba 
Jitto, Kissan Kendra, 
Talab Tillo, Jammu.

The workshop focused 
on enhancing the skills 
of the officers in audiovi-
sual fieldwork documen-
tation of achievements 
and the KS Documenta-
tion and Output Tracking 
App. This initiative aims 
to streamline documen-
tation and tracking of 
agricultural progress 
and successes under 
Holistic Agriculture 
Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) in the 
region.

The programme was 
presided over by the 
Director Agriculture 

Jammu, Arvinder Singh 
Reen, who emphasized 
the importance of effi-
cient documentation 
and real-time tracking 
of agricultural activities 
to ensure transparen-
cy, accountability, and 
effective policy imple-
mentation.

In his address, the 
Director Agriculture 
Jammu, Arvinder Singh 
Reen, highlighted the 

role of technology in 
modernizing agricul-
tural practices and the 
need for officers to be 
well-versed in the latest 
tools for documenting 
achievements and out-
puts.

He noted that the KS 
Documentation and 
Output Tracking App 
will empower officers to 
effectively capture and 
showcase the progress 

of various agricultural 
schemes and initiatives 
in the Jammu Division.

Joint Director Agricul-
ture Extension, Satish 
Sharma, also addressed 
the gathering, underlin-
ing the significance of 
capacity building for the 
officers.

He encouraged the 
participants to make the 
most of the training and 
adopt innovative prac

tices in the field to 
bring about transforma-
tive changes in the agri-
cultural sector.

Sandeep Dogra, SMS/
KS Documentation 
Member gave a detailed 
presentation on the KS 
Documentation and 
Output Tracking App, 
explaining its features, 
functionalities, and how 
it can enhance docu-
mentation efficiency and 
accuracy. He highlighted 
how the app supports 
tracking of agricultural 
activities, ensuring that 
progress is documented 
and monitored in real-
time.

Nipun Sharma and Adi-
kansh Sharma, Techni-
cal Experts, also gave 
an in-depth presentation 
and conducted a hands-
on workshop on audio-
visual documentation, 
providing participants 

with practical skills for 
capturing field-based 
achievements through 
video and audio media.

The programme was 
attended by Dr. Ashwani 
Sharma, Deputy Direc-
tor Central, Dr. Aman 
Jyoti Sharma, Agricul-
ture Chemist, Alok Pan-
dotra, Deputy Director 
Trainings, Jograj Singh, 
Agriculture Economist 
and Dharmesh Vaid, 
SMS-RL.

As a culmination of 
the workshop, certifi-
cates were presented 
to the participants by 
the Director Agriculture 
Jammu, recognizing 
their participation and 
successful completion 
of the training session. 
Rajeev katoch, Pro-
gramme Officer con-
ducted the proceedings 
of the programme.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: 

National Mazdoor Con-
ference (NMC) Presi-
dent Subash Shastri 
mourned the demise 
of former PM Dr Man-
mohan Singh and said 
“Nation lost a great 
economist in the world, 
As a Finance Minister 
and Prime Minister, 
he made India stand 
on the world platform 

in terms of economy. 
His economic policies 
were pro employees 
and constitution of 7th 
pay commission was 
the example of that. 
His contributions to the 
nation will be remem-
bered for long. His life 
is  an example for future 
generations regarding 
how can we rise above 
struggles and achieve 
greater heights”

Bali Bhagat slams Congress for deliberately 
excluding PoJK from India’s map

Baaghi urges Union 
Govt to restore 
Statehood to J&K

IIM Jammu, Yes Bank forge 
partnership to Boost Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship in J&K

Batwal community expresses 
shock over wrestler Darshan 
Lal’s demise

NMC President mourns 
demise of former PM Dr 
Manmohan Singh

BJP Mahila District President Kishtwar 
inaugurates Amritsari Naan Kulcha Stall

Uday Bhanu Chib pays tributes to former 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh

LFO-BHF & Talla Jewellers organizes 
Blood Donation Camp at SMGS Hospital

Divisional level capacity building workshop for FLOs on KS Documentation held
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Salman Khan is 
busy celebrating his 
59th birthday today on 
December 27. In order 
to mark the occasion, 
his loyal bodyguard of 
several years – Shera – 
shared a picture with the 
actor to wish him.

Shera’s picture with 
Salman

Shera took to his 
Instagram handle on 
Thursday late night and 
shared a picture with 
Salman from the actor’s 
midnight celebration. 
Salman looked dapper 
in a black T-shirt and 
a brown jacket. Shera 
stood next to him, with 
his arm on Salman’s 
shoulder. Shera cap-
tioned the post, “Mere 
MAALIK ka birthday 

hai (It’s my boss’ birth-
day) (celebration emoji) 
love MAALIK (red heart 
emoji).” He also added 
the hashtags – Happy 
birthday, birthday, 
blessed, Shera, and 
maalik.

The midnight birthday 
celebration of Salman 
Khan was attended by 
his close friends and 
family members. His 
brothers – actors Arbaaz 
Khan and Sohail Khan 
– were seen arriving in 
their respective cars. 
Arbaaz was accompa-
nied by his wife, makeup 
artiste Sshura Khan. 
The two celebrated their 
first wedding anniversa-
ry recently.

Music composer Sajid 
Khan of Sajid-Wajid 

fame took to his Insta-
gram handle to share 
an inside glimpse of 
Salman’s birthday cel-
ebration. In the video, 
Salman can be seen 
cutting his birthday cake 
along with his niece 
Ayat, the daughter of his 
sister Arpita Khan and 
actor Ayush Sharma.

Salman’s Sikandar 
teaser launch postponed

On the work front, 
Salman will be next 
seen in AR Murugadoss’ 
action thriller Sikandar. 
Produced by Sajid Nadi-
adwala and also starring 
Rashmika Mandanna, 
Sikandar is slated to 
release in cinemas next 
Eid. 

The makers were 
scheduled to drop the 
film’s teaser on the 

occasion of Salman’s 
birthday, but decided to 
postpone it by a day in 
the light of the death of 
former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh.

“In light of the pass-
ing of our esteemed 
former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh Ji, 
we regret to announce 
that the release of the 
Sikandar teaser has 
been postponed to 28th 
December 11:07 AM. 
Our thoughts are with 
the nation during this 
time of mourning. Thank 
you for understanding. - 
#TeamSikandar,” posted 
the official X handle of 
the production house, 
Nadiadwala Grandson 
Entertainment.

Several Bollywood 
celebrit ies shared 
heartfelt condolences 
for former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, 
who died at the age of 
92 on Thursday. AIIMS 
New Delhi announced 
that he breathed his last 
on Thursday night, suc-
cumbing to age-related 
ailments.

Bollywood pays tribute
Taking to X, actor-

comedian Kapil Sharma 
shared a throwback 
picture from one of his 
meetings with Manmo-
han Singh. “India has 
lost one of its finest 
leaders today. Dr. Man-
mohan Singh, the archi-
tect of India’s economic 
reforms and a symbol 
of integrity and humility, 
leaves behind a legacy 
of progress and hope. 
His wisdom, dedication, 
and vision transformed 
our nation. Rest in 
peace, Dr. Singh. Your 
contributions will never 
be forgotten,” he wrote 
in the caption.

Tamil actor-director 
Kamal Haasan also 
shared a picture of 
Manmohan Singh on 
his X handle and wrote, 
“India has lost one of its 
most eminent statesmen 
and scholars. The pass-
ing of Dr. Manmohan 

Singh marks the end of 
an era in Indian polity. 
A man of quiet dignity, 
he reshaped the nation 
through his visionary 
economic and social 
policies. Few have 
influenced the nation’s 
trajectory with such 
far-reaching impact. 
His policies, both as 
Finance Minister and 
Prime Minister, empow-
ered millions, strength-
ening the fabric of Indian 
democracy and uplifting 
the most vulnerable. His 
governance was marked 
by a deep commitment 
to inclusivity and social 
justice, ensuring that 
India’s progress reached 
every corner of society. 
His legacy will endure 
in the annals of Indian 
history, forever remem-
bered as a leader who 
quietly but profoundly 
changed the course of 

the nation. My sincer-
est condolences to his 
family and to the nation 
on the loss of one of its 
finest sons.”

Madhuri Dixit also 
shared a picture of 
Manmohan Singh on her 
Instagram Stories along 
with a note stating, “Dr. 
Manmohan Singh’s 
journey and service to 
the nation reflect true 
wisdom and grace. His 
leadership reminds us 
that quiet determination 
can move mountains. A 
remarkable leader and 
an even more remark-
able human being. My 
deepest condolences to 
his family and countless 
loved ones. Om Shanti.”

Actor Sunny Deol, too, 
paid his heartfelt condo-
lences over the death of 
Manmohan Singh. In 
an Instagram Story, he 
remembered Manmo-

han Singh with a picture 
of the former prime min-
ister and acknowledg-
ing him as a “visionary 
leader.”

“I’m deeply saddened 
by the passing of Dr. 
Manmohan Singh, a 
visionary leader who 
played a pivotal role 
in shaping India’s eco-
nomic liberalization. 
His wisdom, integ-
rity& contributions to 
the nation’s growth 
will always be remem-
bered. My heartfelt con-
dolences. #RIPDr Man-
mohanSingh,” Sunny 
wrote.

Actor-singer Diljit 
Dosanjh shared a pic-
ture of Manmohan Singh 
on his Instagram Stories 
as well, along with the 
caption, “Oh Waheguru 
(folded hands emoji).”

Swara Bhasker also 
shared a picture on X 

of Manmohan Singh 
presenting an honour to 
Swara, who is dressed 
in a white saree. “The 
demise of #Manmo-
hanSingh ji who (look-
ing back) presided over 
India’s actual ‘Acchey 
Din’ feels like the end of 
an era when India was 
actually (more) demo-
cratic , when Indians 
were free(er) of fear & 
intolerance and when 
Indian public discourse 
had more decency. 
Farewell Dr. Singh. You 
gave India more than 
you got credit for. (blue 
heart and folded hands 
emojis).”

More about Manmo-
han Singh

Singh retired from 
Rajya Sabha earlier this 
year after serving for 33 
years in the house. Man-
mohan Singh, born in 
Punjab in 1932, served 
two terms as Prime Min-
ister of India – from 2004 
to 2014.

He took the oath of 
office for the first time 
in 2004, after Con-
gress’ win in 2004 Lok 
Sabha election against 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee-
led NDA. He served his 
second term from 2009 
to 2014. He was then 
succeeded by PM Nar-
endra Modi in 2014.

Salman Khan’s bodyguard Shera excited to celebrate 59th 
birthday of his ‘maalik’

Manmohan Singh dies: Kapil Sharma, Kamal Haasan, 
Madhuri Dixit, Diljit Dosanjh pay heartfelt tributes

Popular TV actress 
Hina Khan, who is cur-

rently fighting breast 
cancer, is making a 

powerful return to the 
screen with Grihalaxmi. 
Despite her ongoing 
battle with cancer, the 
actress has decided to 
keep moving forward. 
The upcoming gripping 
drama, centered on 
power and survival, also 
stars Chunky Pandey, 
Rahul Dev and Diby-
endu Bhattacharya. 
The makers of the show 
have unveiled its teaser.
Grihalaxmi tells a com-
pelling story of resil-
ience and will stream 
on Epic On. On June 28, 
Hina Khan confirmed 
that she had been diag-
nosed with stage three 
breast cancer.

Celebrating India’s 
rich and diverse musi-
cal heritage with a 
series of regionally 
inspired releases, Tips 
Music Limited and 
Legacy Collective have 
joined forces to launch 
a ground-breaking 
cross-cultural project 
titled Legacy Collective 
Roots.

The project features 
four carefully selected 
folk songs from Punjab, 
West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra, each highlight-
ing the unique musical 
heritage of the region. 
These traditional tracks 
have been reimagined 
with a modern sound, 
blending the soul of 
folk music with contem-
porary appeal, which 
resonates with modern 
audiences.

The series kicked off 
with the high energy 
Punjabi folk song Jutti 
Kasuri, featuring the 
charismatic Gippy 
Grewal and the talent-
ed Dhanashree Verma, 
and was released on 
December 19. The 
track is composed 
by the dynamic duo 
Akshay and IP Singh, 

with vocals by Gippy 
Grewal and Rashmeet 
Kaur. Director Sneha 
Shetty Kohli has care-
fully crafted a song that 
merges traditional Pun-
jabi musical elements 
with modern pop sensi-
bilities.

Gippy, who is both 
starring in and singing 
the track, shared, “Jutti 
Kasuri is more than just 
a song— it’s a celebra-
tion of Punjabi energy 
and spirit. We’ve cre-
ated something that will 
make people dance, 

smile and feel the true 
essence of Punjab. This 
track is a perfect fusion 
of traditional vibes and 
modern music that I’m 
sure will connect with 
audiences across gen-
erations.” Music com-
posers Akshay and IP 
added, “Our goal was 
to seamlessly blend 
traditional Punjabi lin-
guistic nuances with a 
modern musical narra-
tive, ensuring that the 
track’s playful spirit con-
nects with a wide range 
of listeners.”

Punjabi superstar Diljit 
Dosanjh knows how 
to balance work and 
fun. The actor-singer, 
who has been winning 
hearts owing to his Dil-
Luminati Tour, went on 
trekking.

Recently, he took 
to his Instagram and 
shared pictures and 
videos from his trekking. 
In the pictures and the 
videos, the actor-singer 
can be seen having a 
gala time.

He wrote in the cap-
tion, “Let’s Go”.

Earlier, Diljit addressed 
the “conspiracy” that has 
been alleged against 
him over the spelling 
of the Indian state of 

Punjab. The actor-sing-
er took to his X, formerly 
Twitter, and spoke about 
the same. He penned a 
long note in which he 
also spoke about how 
English is a very tricky 
language, and can par-
ticularly cause trouble 
to those whose first lan-
guage is not English.

He wrote, “Punjabi. If 
I mistakenly didn’t put 
up India’s flag after writ-
ing ‘Panjab’ in a tweet 
then it becomes a con-
spiracy. In a tweet from 
Bengaluru, I forgot to 
mention the Indian flag 
after writing ‘Panjab’, it 
became a conspiracy”.

He further mentioned, 
“If you write ‘Panjab’ 

instead of ‘Punjab’, it 
will remain ‘Punjab’. 
Panj Aab - 5 Rivers. 
Bravo, those who create 
conspiracy around the 
usage in a language of 
the Englishmen. You 
know what, I will write 
‘Panjab’. How many 
times do we prove that 
we LOVE INDIA. Bring 
something new, or is 
creating conspiracy is 
what you get paid for? 
#Vehley”.

Prior to that, the actor-
singer declared that 
he won’t organise live 
shows in India until the 
concert infrastructure in 
the country is sorted so 
that it makes it worth-
while for the attendees 
as well. Several clips of 
the actor-singer have 
gone viral on social 
media in which he could 
be seen talking about 
the need to improve the 
infrastructure for live 
shows in India.

Meanwhile, Diljit is 
set to conclude the 
India leg of Dil-Lumi-
nati tour in Ludhiana 
on December 31. The 
singer announced the 
new show on Monday 
through his Facebook 
account.

Amid her battle with breast cancer, 
Hina Khan makes a comeback 
with Grihalaxmi

Folk notes combine with 
contemporary music in Gippy 
Grewal’s song Jutti Kasuri

Diljit Dosanjh goes trekking, 
balances work with fun in 
nature’s lap

Meet the celebs who aced their fashion game 
on the global stage

A dreamy saree with 
intricate flowers, a vin-
tage watch for chock-
er…2024 saw some 
enthralling fashion state-
ments. Right from sea-
soned fashionistas like 
Jennifer Lopez to social 
media influencer Nancy 
Tayagi, the red carpet 
looks around the world 
were an eclectic mix of 
sheer and volume, silver 
and gold to classic black 
and white, with a dash 
of powder pink! Here’s 
are some of the iconic 
looks from year coming 
to close.

Alia shines at Met Gala
The biggest fashion 

night of 2024, Met Gala, 
was aced by our very 
own Alia Bhatt, who 
trumped the Garden 
of Time theme. Her 
pastel green saree by 
Indian couturier Sab-
yasachi was stunningly 
layered with intricate 
floral details, beaded 
elements and a 23-foot 
train! Adorned with a 
maang tikka, she won 
the world with her win-
some smile.

Priyanka, Nick rock
Trust Priyanka Chopra 

to always bring her 
best fashion game 

forward. Amongst the 
many memorable looks 
through the year, it 
was her recent appear-
ance at the Red Sea 
Film Festival with her 
husband Nick Jonas in 
tow. Her Oscar De La 
Renta strapless hour-
glass silver gown, with 
an intricately folded 
rose, wowed the fash-
ion police. The gown 
accentuated Priyanka’s 
stunning figure, while 
Nick looked dapper in a 
tuxedo.

Lopez brings pink to 
the party

Jennifer Lopez has 

been a delight on the 
red carpet for so long 
and she continued her 
streak in 2024 as well. 
Her Golden Globe 
Awards’ look was 
refreshing in her favou-
ritre colour — pink. The 
Nicole+Felicia custom-
made gown, with corset-
ed bodice and a long 
train, was adorned with 
giant roses, and acces-
sorised with large pink 
morganites on the ears 
and hand from Bouch-
eron jewels.

Jessica’s silver dream
At the Vanity Fair 

Oscar party, Jessica 

Alba pulled a silver 
dream in a Tamara 
Ralph metallic sequin 
gown with off-the-shoul-
der sleeves. The rosette 
buds along the plunging 
neckline and silhouette 
were the mainstay of her 
voluptuous look, acces-
sorised with a cham-
pagne-coloured clutch.

Nancy creates history
India had its shining 

moment on the world 
stage when fashion 
influencer Nancy Tyagi 
showed up at Cannes 
Film Festival in a pink 
ruffled floor-length 
dress. She created the 

voluminous gown from 
scratch, using 1,000 
metres of fabric in 30 
days. Nancy created 
history of sorts where a 
self-styled social media 
influencer rubbed shoul-
ders with the who’s who 
of the fashion world in 
her 20-kg dreamy gown.

Swift weaves midnight 
magic

Taylor Swift won 
2024’s biggest music 
night, the Grammys, in 
a show-stopping black-
and-white strapless 
Schiaparelli gown with 
a thigh-high slit. Black 
opera gloves, accesso-
ried with custommade 
Lorraine Schwartz vin-
tage watch turned into 
a choker, Swift carried 
300 carats of Lorraine 
Schwartz diamonds in 
six chains on her neck-
lace, each an ode to 
music.

Paris shimmers
Paris Hilton’s bejew-

eled look at the Vanity 
Fair Oscars Party was 
something to die for. 
Looking ravishing in 
Sabina Bilenko sheer 
gown, with stunning 
gloves and shimmery 
trail, her choker stunned 
too.
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PRAYAGRAJ, Dec 27 
(Agencies): BJP leader 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
here on Friday warned 
against a “syndicate” 
subverting the “sanatan 
sanskar and culture.”

He said there is a 
“pseudo-secular syn-
dicate” that is always 
trying to take a “politi-
cal ride on a communal 
riot.”

The former Union min-
ister made the remarks 
while addressing a 
press conference during 
his three-day visit to 
Prayagraj.

Naqvi said, “Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi has demolished 
the deceit of commu-
nal polarisation with 
the commitment to 
all-embracing empow-
erment. Modi has 
strengthened the pride 

and prestige of Bharat 
even amid the turmoil 
across the world.”

He added, “Those who 
were trying to tarnish 
Bharat’s image have 
been defeated. Every 

citizen of Bharat feels 
proud that the entire 
world is looking at Modi 
Ji as a ‘trouble-shooter’ 
during the global crisis.”

On the detractors of 
Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
and his ways of dealing 
with criminals, Naqvi 
said the UP government 
is committed to security 
and harmony by crack-
ing down on rioters and 
anarchists.

These “Samanti Sul-
tans,” who cry over 
action against muscle-
men and rioters, are 
unable to digest this 
fact, he added.

NEW DELHI, Dec 27 (Agencies): A 
26-year-old man who set himself on fire 
near the Parliament on Dec 25 died during 
treatment at RML hospital here on Friday, 
officials said.

On Wednesday, Jitendra from Uttar 
Pradesh’s Baghpat tried to immolate him-
self near the new Parliament building after 
pouring a petrol-like substance on his body.

The fire was extinguished with the help of 

security personnel deployed near the parlia-
ment.

He was then taken to RML hospital and 
admitted to the burn wards.

According to initial investigations, the man 
took the extreme step due to a dispute with 
some people back home in Baghpat.

His family has been facing two cases of 
assault with another family in their village due 
to which he was upset, police said.

According to the hospital authorities, he suf-
fered 95 per cent of burn injuries and expired 
at 2.23 am on Friday.

The cause of death was burn shock due 
to inhalational burns, resulting from 95 per 
cent of second-degree deep dermal burns, 
the authorities stated.

A police officer said that Jitendra’s body 
had been handed over to his family after the 
post-mortem.

NEW DELHI, Dec 
27 (Agencies): The 
Supreme Court on 
Friday expressed con-
cern over the life and 
safety of farmer leader 
Jagjit Singh Dallewal, 
who is on an indefi-
nite hunger strike, and 
directed the Punjab gov-
ernment to take all mea-
sures to ensure that he 
was given medical aid.

A vacation bench of 
Justice Surya Kant and 

Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia issued a notice to 
the Punjab government 
on a contempt petition 
against its chief secre-
tary for non-compliance 
with a top court order 
regarding medical aid 
to Dallewal.

“If there is a law and 
order situation, you have 
to deal with it with iron 
hands. 

Somebody’s life is at 
stake. You need to take 

it seriously. Medical aid 
has to be given and the 
impression is that you 
are not following it,” the 
bench said.

The apex court direct-
ed the state government 
to file a compliance 
report by Saturday when 
it would again hear the 
matter.

Dallewal has been 
on an indefinite fast at 
the Khanauri border 
point since November 

26 to press the Centre 
to accept the farmers’ 
demands, including a 

legal guarantee of mini-
mum support price for 
crops.

NEW DELHI, Dec 27 (Agen-
cies): President Droupadi 
Murmu on Friday paid her last 
respects to former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh at his 
residence in Delhi. During her 
visit, she offered condolences 
to his family members.

In her condolence mes-
sage, President Murmu said, 
“Former Prime Minister Dr 
Manmohan Singh Ji was one 
of those rare politicians who 
also straddled the worlds of 
academia and administration 
with equal ease. In his vari-
ous roles in public offices, he 
made critical contributions to 
reforming Indian economy. He 
will always be remembered for 
his service to the nation, his 
unblemished political life and 
his utmost humility. His passing 
is a great loss to all of us. I pay 
my respectful homage to one 
of the greatest sons of Bharat 
and convey my heartfelt con-
dolences to his family, friends 
and admirers.”

Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankar and his wife, the 
second lady of India, Sudesh 
Dhankar on Friday paid their 
final respects to the former 
Prime Minister. Congress 
chief Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Lok Sabha Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) Rahul Gandhi also 
paid their final respects to the 
former PM who died on Thurs-
day night in AIIMS, Delhi.

In his condolence mes-
sage the Vice President said, 
“Deeply pained to learn about 
the passing of Dr. Manmohan 
Singh Ji, former Prime Minister 
and a distinguished economist 
who transformed India’s eco-
nomic landscape. A Padma 
Vibhushan awardee and 
architect of India’s economic 
liberalisation in 1991, he boldly 
steered our nation through a 
critical transition, opening new 
pathways for growth and pros-
perity. As the Vice-President 
of India, I had the privilege to 
engage in meaningful, insight-
ful interactions with Dr. Singh 
at his residence. His profound 
understanding of economy, 
gentle demeanor and unwav-
ering commitment to India’s 
progress will forever be etched 
in my memory.”

Singh, renowned for introduc-

ing the 1991 economic liberali-
sation reforms as the Finance 
Minister of India, will be cre-
mated near Rajghat, at the 
location where the last rites of 
Prime Ministers are performed.

Several politicians and per-
sonalities from all walks of life 
have been expressing their 
sorrow over the demise of 
former PM Manmohan Singh. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday night said that 
condoled the demise of former 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh saying that India mourns 
the loss of one of its most dis-
tinguished leaders.

Manmohan Singh passed 
away at AIIMS, Delhi, on 
Thursday evening at the age of 
92 due to age-related medical 
conditions. He had a sudden 
loss of consciousness at home 
after which he was rushed to 

the AIIMS Delhi.
Manmohan Singh was born 

on September 26, 1932. Apart 
from being an economist, 
Manmohan Singh served as 
Reserve Bank of India gover-
nor from 1982-1985. He was 
the 13th PM of India with his 
tenure from 2004-2014 and 
was the longest-serving PM 
after Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi.

Serving as the finance min-
ister of India in PV Narasimha 
Rao’s government, Singh has 
been given credit for economic 
liberalisation in the country in 
1991. The reforms made the 
Indian economy more acces-
sible to foreign investors, which 
increased FDI and reduced 
government control. It greatly 
contributed to the country’s 
economic growth.

Manmohan Singh’s gov-
ernment also introduced the 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (NREGA), 
which later came to be known 
as MGNREGA.

The Right to Information Act 
(RTI) was passed in 2005 
under the Manmohan Singh 
government, which made the 
transparency of information 
between the government and 
the public better.

He retired from the Rajya 
Sabha earlier this year after 
serving for 33 years.

Naqvi warns against ‘pseudo-secular 
syndicate’ subverting ‘sanatan sanskar’

Man who set himself on fire near Parliament, dies 
during treatment

Supreme Court slams Punjab govt for ignoring 
its medical aid order for farmer leader Dallewal

President Droupadi Murmu pays last respects to 
former PM Manmohan Singh

BIJNOR, Dec 27 
(Agencies): Three 
members of a family 
were killed in a road 
accident at Bijnor on 
Thursday after a van 
rammed the motorcycle 

they were travelling on, 
police said on Friday.

The deceased were 
identified as Ravindra 
(35), his wife Sheetal 
(30) and their daughter 
Ayushi. They were trav-

elling on a motorcycle 
from Kiratpur to Bijnor 
going to get medicine 
for Ayushi who was 
unwell, police said.

“The van’s tire burst 
near the village of Budh-

pur Nain Singh, caus-
ing the vehicle to lose 
control and collide with 
the bike,” Station House 
Officer (SHO) of Kirat-
pur, Rakesh Kumar, 
said.

SURAT, Dec 27 (Agencies): A 34-year-old man 
stabbed his wife and son to death, attacked his par-
ents and tried to end his own life using a knife over 
a domestic issue in Surat city of Gujarat on Friday, 
police said.

As per the preliminary probe, the man - Smit Jivani - 
was disturbed after the family of his uncle, who passed 
away recently, cut off ties with his family and asked 
him never to visit their house, Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Vipul Patel said.

Jivani stabbed his wife Hiral (30), son Chahat (4), 
mother Vilasben and father Labhubhai at their resi-
dence in Sarthana area of Surat city on Friday morn-
ing, said Patel.

“After attacking his family members with a knife, 
Jivani tried to end his own life by slitting his neck. While 
Hiral and Chahat died in the attack, Jivani and his par-
ents were injured and the three of them are undergoing 
treatment at a hospital here,” he said.

“We have found that Jivani was mentally disturbed 
after the family of his deceased uncle snapped ties and 
asked him and his family not to visit their house,” the 
DySP said, adding that a thorough probe will be con-
ducted to know the exact reason behind the incident.

BATHINDA, Dec 27 
(Agencies): At least 
two people died, and 
several others were 
injured after a bus fell 
into a drain in Punjab’s 
Bathinda on Friday.

The accident hap-
pened on Kot Shamir 
Road in Bathinda, 
when the bus fell into 
the drain while crossing 
a bridge.

Rescue personnel are 

present at the spot and 
are carrying out rescue 
operations.

Recently, four people 
died and over 24 were 
injured after a bus fell 
into a gorge near Uttara-
khand’s Bhimtal town on 
Wednesday (December 
25). The bus, headed to 
Haldwani from Almora, 
lost control and fell into 
a 1,500-ft deep gorge 
near Bhimtal.

NEW DELHI, Dec 27 
(Agencies): Condo-
lence messages from 
economists mourning 
the death of former 
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh poured in on 
Friday, with IMF Deputy 
Director Gita Gopinath 
stating that the econom-
ic reforms he ushered 
in as finance minister 
in 1991 had inspired 
countless young econo-
mists like her.

“ Dr.  Manmohan 
Singh’s 1991 budget 
unshackled India’s 
economy, significantly 
enhancing the eco-
nomic prospects for 
hundreds of millions of 
Indians. His visionary 
reforms inspired count-
less young economists 
like me. Rest in peace, 
Dr. Manmohan Singh,” 
Gita Gopinath said on 
X.

Sanjeev Sanyal, 
member of the Eco-
nomic Advisory Coun-
cil to the Prime Minister 
(EAC-PM), said that his 
generation of Indians 
was the creation of the 
economic reforms intro-
duced by Finance Min-
ister Manmohan Singh 
and Prime Minister Rao 

in 1991.
“As I have said before, 

the two most significant 
years of the twentieth 
century for India were 
1947 and 1991 -- one 
brought political free-
dom and the other 
economic freedom. 
Manmohan Singh will 
always be remembered 
for announcing the 
Great Liberalisation...” 
Sanyal said.

Condolence mes-
sages also came in 
from industrialists for 
the former Prime Minis-
ter and former finance 
minister who had played 
a key role in opening up 
the Indian economy and 
breaking away from the 
erstwhile licence-permit 
raj that had shackled 
industry.

JSW Group chairman 
and MD, Sajjan Jindal, 

said; “Saddened by the 
passing of Dr. Manmo-
han Singh ji, former 
Prime Minister of India 
and the visionary leader 
behind India’s economic 
liberalisation. A states-
man of humility and 
wisdom-India owes him 
a debt of gratitude.”

The US-India Busi-
ness Council expressed 
deep condolences fol-
lowing the passing of Dr 
Singh, highlighting his 
significant contributions 
to strengthening the 
relationship between the 
United States and India.

USIBC praised Dr 
Singh for his pivotal 
role in in the 2008 
Civil Nuclear Agree-
ment between the two 
countries and economic 
reforms that shaped 
modern bilateral ties.

KOLKATA, Dec 27 
(Agencies): Former 
President Ram Nath 
Kovind on Friday paid 
glowing tributes to 
former prime minis-
ter Manmohan Singh, 
saying that he took 
over the reins as Union 
finance minister at a 
time when the country 
faced a crisis on the 
economic front.

Describing the death 
of Dr Singh as his per-
sonal loss, Mr Kovind 
said at a programme in 

the city that Dr Singh 
embodied humility and 
humbleness.

“Never heard an 
offensive, unparliamen-
tary word from him,” Mr 
Kovind said.

Dr Singh gave a new 
direction in the econo-
my to the country and 
steered the country at 
a critical juncture, Mr 
Kovind said, adding 
that “Manmohan Singh 
will be remembered as 
‘adhunik nirmata sud-
harak’ (modern reform-

er who built up the 
economy).” Dr Singh 
took over the helms at 
a crucial time for Indian 
economy and steered 
the nation on the eco-
nomic front, Mr Kovind 
said.

Stating that for him 
it was a personal loss 
no less than losing a 
near and dear ones, 
Mr Kovind said he has 
many memories to 
cherish about Dr Singh.

Mr Kovind described 
Dr Singh “as a conflu-
ence of spirituality and 
science,” who embodied 
the values and ethos of 
Bharat.

Dr Singh, the archi-
tect of India’s economic 
reforms, died in Delhi on 
Thursday night at the 
age of 92. He was the 
prime minister during 
2004-14.

Three of family killed in road accident in 
UP’s Bijnor

Surat man kills wife 
and son, attacks 
parents before bid 
to end his life  

2 dead, many 
injured after bus 
falls off bridge 
into drain in 
Punjab’s Bathinda

Manmohan Singh’s Reforms 
Inspired Countless Young 
Economists: Gita Gopinath

Manmohan Singh gave new 
direction to country’s economy: 
Ram Nath Kovind
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LONDON, Dec 27 (Agen-
cies): India’s “reluctant prime 
minister” and the “architect 
of economic reforms” is how 
sections of the UK media have 
been honouring the legacy 
of Dr Manmohan Singh, the 
former prime minister who 
passed away aged 92 in New 
Delhi on Thursday.

British High Commissioner to 
India Lindy Cameron took to 
social media to pay tribute to “a 
great Prime Minister, Finance 
Minister and global statesman 
who advanced India’s inter-
ests through bold economic 
reforms and played a key role 
in putting India in its rightful 
place on the world stage and 
stabilising the global economy 
after the financial crisis”.

“The UK will always be proud 
of his invaluable partnership 
with three UK Prime Minis-
ters, and proud of him as an 
alumnus of two of our great 
universities. My thoughts and 
wishes are with his family and 
the people of India,” she said.

Singh’s tenure overlapped with 
Labour prime ministers Tony 
Blair and Gordon Brown and 
Conservative David Cameron, 
who later wrote in his memoir 
that he “got on well” with this 
“saintly man” who was robust on 
the threats India faced.

“On a later visit he told me that 
another terrorist attack like that 
in Mumbai in July 2011, and 

India would have to take military 
action against Pakistan,” notes 
the former UK PM in ‘For the 
Record’, published in 2019.

Manoj Ladwa, founder and 
chairman of UK-based policy 
and events platform India Global 
Forum, described the former PM 
as a “towering statesman and 
visionary economist”.

“His transformative reforms 
in the 1990s not only shaped 
India’s future but also helped 
spark my own commitment to 
fostering stronger UK-India 
ties. As an alumnus of Oxford 
and Cambridge, he symbol-
ised the deep cultural and aca-
demic connections between our 
nations. His legacy will inspire 
generations,” he said.

The Guardian newspaper 
referenced Singh’s “trademark 
sky-blue turbans and home-
spun white kurta pyjamas” in its 

obituary.
“Singh, called India’s ‘reluctant 

prime minister’ due to his shy-
ness and preference for being 
behind the scenes, was consid-
ered an unlikely choice to lead 
the world’s biggest democracy. 
But when Congress leader 
Sonia Gandhi led her party to 
a surprise victory in 2004, she 
turned to Singh to be prime min-
ister,” the newspaper notes.

“He served a rare full two 
terms as prime minister in 
India’s tumultuous politics and is 
credited with spurring the rapid 
economic growth that lifted tens 
of millions of Indians from pov-
erty,” it adds.

The BBC, in its obituary, hailed 
Singh as one of India’s longest-
serving prime ministers who was 
considered the “architect of key 
liberalising economic reforms, 
as premier from 2004-2014 and 

before that as finance minister”.
“In his maiden speech as 

finance minister he famously 
quoted Victor Hugo, saying that 
‘no power on Earth can stop an 
idea whose time has come’.

That served as a launchpad 
for an ambitious and unprec-
edented economic reform pro-
gramme: he cut taxes, devalued 
the rupee, privatised state-run 
companies and encouraged 
foreign investment. The econ-
omy revived, industry picked 
up, inflation was checked and 
growth rates remained consis-
tently high in the 1990s,” reads 
the report.

In January 2023, Singh 
was honoured with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the 
National Indian Students and 
Alumni Union in the UK during 
their annual India-UK Achievers 
Honours in London.

“The India-UK relationship 
is indeed especially defined 
by our educational partner-
ship. The founding fathers of 
our nation, including Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr 
BR Ambedkar and Sardar Patel, 
studied in the UK and went on 
to become great leaders, leav-
ing a legacy which continues to 
inspire India and the world. Over 
the years, countless Indian stu-
dents have had the opportunity 
to study in the UK,” Singh said 
in his acceptance message at 
the time.

UK honours legacy of India’s ‘reluctant prime 
minister’ Manmohan Singh SEOUL, Dec 27 (Agen-

cies): South Korea’s spy 
agency said Friday it 
had confirmed that a 
North Korean soldier 
sent to back Russia’s 
war against Ukraine had 
been captured by Ukrai-
nian forces.

Pyongyang has 
deployed thousands of 
troops to reinforce Rus-
sia’s military, including in 
the Kursk border region 
where Ukraine mounted 
a shock border incursion 
in August.

“Through real-time 
information sharing with 
an allied country’s intel-
ligence agency, it has 
been confirmed that one 
injured North Korean sol-
dier has been captured,” 
South Korea’s National 
Intelligence Service said 
in a statement.

The soldier was cap-
tured by the Ukrainian 
army, a South Korean 
intelligence source told 
agency, adding that the 
location where he was 
seized was not known.

Friday’s confirmation 
came days after Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said that nearly 
3,000 North Korean sol-
diers had been “killed or 
wounded” so far as they 
joined Russian troops in 
combat.

South Korea’s intelli-
gence service had pre-
viously put the number 
of killed or wounded 

North Koreans at 1,000, 
saying the high casualty 
rate could be down to 
an unfamiliar battlefield 
environment and their 
lack of capability to coun-
ter drone attacks.

Pyongyang’s soldiers 
were also being “utilised 
as expendable frontline 
assault units”, lawmaker 
Lee Seong-kweun said, 
speaking last week 
after a briefing by South 
Korea’s spy agency.

Dangerous expansion
North Korea and 

Russia have strength-
ened their military ties 
since Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022.

A landmark defence 
pact between Pyong-
yang and Moscow 
signed in June came 
into force this month, 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin hailing 
it as a “breakthrough 
document”.

North Korean state 
media said Friday that 
Putin sent a New Year’s 
message to North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, saying “the bilateral 
ties between our two 
countries have been 
elevated after our talks 
in June in Pyongyang”.

Ukraine’s allies have 
called Pyongyang’s 
growing involvement in 
Russia’s war in Ukraine 
a “dangerous expan-

sion” of the conflict.
Seoul ’s  mi l i tary 

believes that North 
Korea was seeking to 
modernise its conven-
tional warfare capa-
bilities through combat 
experience gained in the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

NATO chief Mark 
Rutte had also said that 
Moscow was providing 
support to Pyongyang’s 
missile and nuclear pro-
grammes in exchange 
for the troops.

South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
said Monday that 
Pyongyang is report-
edly “preparing for the 
rotation or additional 
deployment of soldiers” 
and supplying “240mm 
rocket launchers and 
170mm self-propelled 
artillery” to the Russian 
army.

Pyongyang’s involve-
ment in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine had 
prompted warnings from 
Seoul.

South Korea’s Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol, cur-
rently suspended, said 
in November that Seoul 
was “not ruling out the 
possibility of providing 
weapons” to Ukraine, 
which would mark a 
major shift to a long-
standing policy barring 
the sale of weapons to 
countries in active con-
flict.

North Korean soldier captured 
in Russia-Ukraine war: Seoul

LAHORE, Dec 27 
(Agencies): Mumbai 
attacks alleged mas-
termind Hafiz Saeed’s 
brother- in- law and 
banned Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) deputy chief 
Hafiz Abdul Rahman 
Makki died of heart 
attack here on Friday.

According to the JuD, 
Prof Abdul Rahman 
Makki had been ill for 
the past few days and 
was undergoing treat-

ment following high dia-
betes at a private hospi-
tal in Lahore.

“Makki suffered a car-
diac arrest early this 
morning. 

He breathed his last 
in the hospital,” a JuD 
official said.

Abdul Rahman Makki, 
who is the brother-in-
law of JuD chief Hafiz 
Saeed, was handed 
down six months’ impris-
onment in terror financ-

ing in 2020 by an anti-
terrorism court.

Makki, deputy chief of 
JuD, had been keeping 

a low profile after being 
sentenced in terror 
financing.

The Pakistan Muta-
hida Muslim League in 
a statement said that 
Makki was an advocate 
of Pakistan ideology.

In 2023, Makki was 
designated as a global 
terrorist by the United 
Nations, subjecting him 
to an assets freeze, 
travel ban and arms 
embargo.

WASHINGTON, Dec 
27 (Agencies): People 
around the world suf-
fered an average of 41 
extra days of dangerous 
heat this year because 
of human-caused cli-
mate change, according 
to a group of scientists 
who also said that cli-
mate change worsened 
much of the world’s 
damaging weather 
throughout 2024.

The analysis from 
World Weather Attribu-
tion and Climate Cen-
tral researchers comes 
at the end of a year that 
shattered climate record 
after climate record as 
heat across the globe 
made 2024 likely to be 
its hottest ever mea-
sured and a slew of 
other fatal weather 
events spared few.

“The finding is dev-
astating but utterly 
unsurprising: Climate 
change did play a role, 
and often a major role 
in most of the events 
we studied, making 
heat, droughts, tropi-
cal cyclones and heavy 
rainfall more likely and 
more intense across the 
world, destroying lives 
and livelihoods of mil-
lions and often uncount-
ed numbers of people,” 
Friederike Otto, the 

lead of World Weather 
Attribution and an Impe-
rial College climate 
scientist, said during a 
media briefing on the 
scientists’ findings. “As 
long as the world keeps 
burning fossil fuels, this 
will only get worse.”

Millions of people 
endured stifling heat 
this year. Northern 
California and Death 
Valley baked. Sizzling 
daytime temperatures 
scorched Mexico and 
Central America. Heat 
endangered already 
vulnerable children in 
West Africa. Skyrock-
eting southern Euro-
pean temperatures 
forced Greece to close 
the Acropolis. In South 
and Southeast Asian 
countries, heat forced 
school closures. Earth 
experienced some of 
the hottest days ever 
measured and its hot-
test-yet summer, with 
a 13-month heat streak 
that just barely broke.

To do its heat analysis, 
the team of volunteer 
international scientists 
compared daily tem-
peratures around the 
globe in 2024 to the 
temperatures that would 
have been expected in 
a world without climate 
change. 

The results are not 
yet peer-reviewed, but 
researchers use peer-
reviewed methods.

Some areas saw 150 
days or more of extreme 
heat due to climate 
change.

“The poorest, least 
developed countries on 
the planet are the places 
that are experiencing 
even higher numbers,” 
said Kristina Dahl, vice 
president of climate sci-
ence at Climate Central.

What’s worse, heat-
related deaths are often 
underreported.

“People don’t have to 
die in heat waves. But if 
we can’t communicate 
convincingly, but actu-
ally a lot of people are 
dying,’ it’s much harder 
to raise this awareness,” 
Otto said. “Heat waves 
are by far the deadliest 
extreme event, and they 
are the extreme events 
where climate change is 
a real game changer.”

This year was a warn-
ing that the planet is get-
ting dangerously close 
to the Paris Agree-
ment’s 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit) warming 
limit compared to the 
pre-industrial average, 
according to the scien-
tists. Earth is expected 

to soon edge past that 
threshold, although it’s 
not considered to have 
been breached until that 
warming is sustained 
over decades.

The researchers 
closely examined 29 
extreme weather events 
this year that killed at 
least 3,700 people and 
displaced millions, and 
found that 26 of them 
had clear links to climate 
change.

The El Niño weather 
pattern, which natu-
rally warms the Pacific 
Ocean and changes 
weather around the 
world, made some of 
this weather more likely 
earlier in the year. But 
the researchers said 
most of their stud-
ies found that climate 
change played a bigger 
role than that phenom-
enon in fueling 2024’s 
events. Warm ocean 
waters and warmer air 
fueled more destructive 
storms, according to the 
researchers, while tem-
peratures led to many 
record-breaking down-
pours.

Jennifer Francis, a 
climate scientist at 
the Woodwell Climate 
Research Center in 
Cape Cod who wasn’t 
involved in the research, 

said the science and 
findings were sound.

“Extreme weather will 
continue to become 
more frequent, intense, 
destructive, costly, and 
deadly, until we can 
lower the concentration 
of heat-trapping gases 
in the atmosphere,” she 
said.

Significantly more cli-
mate extremes could be 
expected without action, 
the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme 
said in the fall, as more 
planet-warming carbon 
dioxide has been sent 
into the air this year by 
burning fossil fuels than 
last year.

But the deaths and 
damages from extreme 
weather events aren’t 
inevitable, said Julie 
Arrighi, director of pro-
grammes at the Red 
Cross Red Crescent Cli-
mate Centre and part of 
the research.

“Countries can reduce 
those impacts by prepar-
ing for climate change 
and adapting for climate 
change, and while the 
challenges faced by 
individual countries or 
systems or places vary 
around the world, we do 
see that every country 
has a role to play,” she 
said.

Pakistan-based LeT’s deputy leader Hafiz 
Abdul Rehman Makki dies

Climate change added 41 days of  dangerous 
heat around world in 2024

SEOUL, Dec 27 (Agen-
cies): South Korea’s 
opposition-controlled 
National Assembly has 
voted to impeach the 

country’s acting leader, 
Han Duck-soo.

T h e  a s s e m b l y 
approved the impeach-
ment motion in a 192-0 

vote on Friday. Govern-
ing party lawmakers 
boycotted the vote.

Han, the No. 2 offi-
cial in South Korea, 
has been the caretak-
er leader after Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol 
was impeached by 
the assembly over his 
short-lived imposition of 
martial law earlier this 
month.

Han’s impeachment 
further deepens South 
Korea’s political crisis 
and damages its inter-
national image.

TOKYO, Dec 27 (Agen-
cies): A Japanese death-
row inmate, dubbed the 
“Black Widow” after she 
used cyanide to kill her 
elderly lovers, has died 
in a detention centre at 
age 78, officials said on 
Friday.

Chisako Kakehi was 
sentenced to death 
for the murder of three 
men, including her hus-
band, and the attempted 
murder of another man 
about a decade ago 
in a case that gripped 
Japan.

“Her death was con-
firmed at a hospital on 
Thursday” after she was 
found lying in her cell at 
the Osaka detention 
centre, a justice ministry 
official told AFP.

The cause of death 
has yet to be deter-
mined, he said. Japa-
nese media said it could 
be from an undisclosed 
illness.

Kakehi’s death sen-
tence was upheld in 
2021, with Supreme 
Court judge Yuko 
Miyazaki saying she 
had “used cyanide on 
the men after making 
them trust her as a life 

partner”. 
“It’s a calculated, 

cruel crime based on a 
strong intent of murder,” 
Miyazaki said. 

Kakehi reportedly 
amassed one billion yen 
($9 million at the time) 
in insurance payouts 
and inheritance over 10 
years but subsequently 
lost most of the money 
through unsuccessful 
financial trading.

She had relationships 
primarily with elderly or 
ill men and met some 
through dating agen-
cies, where she report-
edly stipulated that 
prospective partners 
should be wealthy and 
childless.

The poison was found 
in the body of at least 
two of the men she was 
involved with and police 
reportedly found traces 
of cyanide in the rubbish 
at her Kyoto home.

Her partners’ deaths 
were not investigated 
immediately because 
police initially deter-
mined they died from 
illnesses, with no autop-
sies being performed on 
most. 

Her arrest only came 
after police discovered 
her most recent hus-
band, 75-year-old Isao 
Kakehi, died from cya-
nide poisoning. Police 
then began looking into 
the earlier cases and 
found a pattern.

South Korea’s opposition-controlled 
National Assembly votes to impeach 
acting leader

Japan’s ‘Black Widow’ death row 
inmate, Chisako Kakehi, dies

In January 2023, Singh was honoured with Lifetime Achievement Award by 
National Indian Students and Alumni Union in the UK

Chisako Kakehi was sentenced to death for the murder of 
three men, including her husband, and the attempted 

murder of another man.

Makki had been keeping low profile after being sentenced in terror financing
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Manmohan Singh’s life 
will serve as lesson to 
coming generations: 

PM Modi
his honesty and simplicity.
Modi said despite being educated at the 

world’s prestigious institutes and occupying 
leading positions, the former prime minis-
ter and Congress leader never forgot the 
values of his normal background.

His humility, sobriety and intellect defined 
his life as a distinguished parliamentarian, 
Modi said, praising Singh’s commitment 
to discharging his duty as MP by coming 
to Parliament in a wheelchair when he 
became frail in the last few years.

Singh rose above partisan politics to 
remain accessible to everyone, Modi said 
and recalled that he would often have dis-
cussions with him on numerous national 
and international issues when the Con-
gress leader was prime minister during 
2004-14 and he was the Gujarat chief 
minister.

When he became prime minister in 2014, 
Modi said he would speak to him, noting 
that they had spoken on Singh’s birthday.

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Yatra crosses 93 lakh 

mark this year: Official
The CEO earlier had said that of over 

95 lakh devotees had visited the Shrine in 
2023 and for the third consecutive year, the 
number of devotees (arriving at the Shrine) 
has crossed 90 lakh.

Manmohan Singh’s 
biggest legacy was 

his effort to keep India 
Untied: Farooq Abdullah
and Kashmir, the NC chief said his gov-

ernment took the biggest step of trying to 
bring back Kashmiri Pandits and address 
their difficulties in Jammu.

“Over 3,000 Kashmiri Pandits returned 
here, and their children were provided jobs. 
Colonies like Jagati were established for 
them so they could live comfortably until 
they return to their homes,” he added.

Abdullah said not many like Singh are 
born and while they do a lot of work, they 
also face criticism.

“I pray to God to give strength to his family 
— his wife and children — to bear this pain. 
They should not forget that the sacrifices 
Singh made for this country will never go 
to waste,” the former Union minister said.

He added that both the present govern-
ment and future governments should learn 
from Singh’s example.

To a question on whether the Congress 
party would find it difficult to fill his void, 
Abdullah said finding such a leader would 
be very difficult, not just for the Congress 
party, but for the whole country.

“There are not many like him. There was 
no other Gandhi, no other Nehru or Sher-
e-Kashmir (Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah),” 
he said.

Shutdown in Katra 
against ropeway 

project enters third 
day, more people join 

hunger strike
The project will facilitate access to the 

temple for senior citizens, children and 
others who find it difficult to climb the track 
to the cave shrine, it had said.

The Samiti, which represents shopkeep-
ers, pony operators and palanquin owners, 
argues that the ropeway would destroy 
the livelihoods of local business owners 
and has demanded that the project be 
scrapped.

With black flags displayed across the 
town, shops, restaurants, and other busi-
ness establishments remained closed for 
the third day, and vehicular movement was 
at a standstill, following the Samiti’s call 
for protest.

The bandh has disrupted normal life in 

one of India’s busiest pilgrimage hubs, 
which is visited daily by thousands of devo-
tees seeking blessings at the cave shrine.

“The bandh is part of our 72-hour-long 
shutdown against the ropeway project. It 
is going on peacefully. The committee will 
decide on the next course of action soon,” 
said a spokesperson for the Samiti.

Criticising the administration for its lack 
of engagement, the spokesperson said, 
“The administration is indifferent to the 
plight of people, including women and 
children, holding peaceful protests. Our 
simple demand is to shelve the project, 
as it threatens the livelihood of Katra resi-
dents, most of whom rely on the pilgrimage 
economy.” He further claimed that instead 
of initiating dialogue, the administration 
resorted to force, including the detention 
of Samiti leaders during a peaceful protest. 
“They are creating an unnecessary crisis 
with their approach,” he stated.

Shiva, a participant in the hunger strike, 
had to be hospitalised after his condition 
deteriorated.

“Our hunger strike will continue until the 
detained individuals are released. If some-
one falls ill, another person will replace 
them,” said another participant in the 
hunger strike.

Eighteen protesters, including Samiti 
leaders Bhupinder Singh and Sohan 
Chand, were detained by police during 
Wednesday’s march and taken away from 
the protest site.

The proposed Rs 250-crore ropeway 

project will connect Tarakote Marg to Sanji 
Chhat, leading to the cave shrine in Reasi 
district.

In Jammu, the Shiv Sena Dogra Front 
(DFSS) extended its support to the pil-
grims, who are facing hardships due to 
the bandh, and urged that the issue be 
resolved amicably.

“We stand with the pilgrims and support 
better facilities. If needed, create two rope-
ways instead of one. Provide more ameni-
ties for accommodating pilgrims during the 
yatra,” said DFSS President Ashok Gupta.

Gupta added that the pilgrimage had sig-
nificantly boosted Katra’s economy, and 
the bandh was causing inconvenience to 
devotees. “Yatra, business, ponywalas are 
all dependent on pilgrims. They should not 
be put to inconvenience,” he said.

“For the past three days, pilgrims have 
faced immense difficulties. If the authorities 
fail to address this, we will use our vehicles 
to ferry pilgrims to the temple and provide 
them with food,” he said.

However, many pilgrims expressed dis-
satisfaction over the closure of eateries 
and the unavailability of local transport, 
which caused significant inconvenience 
during their journey to the cave shrine.

To lessen the impact of the bandh, the 
Shrine Board has arranged boarding and 
lodging for pilgrims arriving in the town.

Special langars at the Katra railway sta-
tion, Banganga and Tarakote are providing 
tea and milk to ensure the yatra continues 
smoothly on both tracks.
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: A 

meeting of prominent 
Kashmiri Pandit (KP) 
community social activ-
ists, both from camps 
and non-camp areas, 
was convened today at 
Muthi Camp, Jammu, 
under the leadership of 
senior KP leader M.K. 
Yogi. The meeting saw 
active participation from 
a large number of com-
munity activists who 
came together to dis-
cuss pressing issues 
faced by the community 
in exile.

The focal point of the 
meeting was the grow-
ing discontent over the 
mandatory filing of the 
NAFSA form, which 
has caused widespread 
distress within the com-
munity. In a statement 
issued by Shri M.K. 
Yogi, he highlighted the 
unnecessary burden 
placed on the already 
displaced and unsettled 
community. “The Relief 
Commissioner already 
possesses comprehen-
sive data on migrants 
and relief holders. Forc-
ing the community to 
file this form only adds 
to their discomfort and 
reflects a lack of sensi-
tivity towards their cur-
rent plight,” Yogi said.

He urged the Jammu 
and Kashmir Govern-
ment to immediately 
exempt the community 
from filing the NAFSA 
form until their perma-
nent rehabilitation in 
their native places in 
the Kashmir Valley is 
achieved. Other promi-
nent speakers, includ-
ing Bharat Kachroo, 
Ravinder Koul, Ashok 
Kumar Dhar, Sunil Pan-
dita, Kuleep Kashmiri, 
Rakesh Kumar Suri, 
and Mohal Lal Raina, 
echoed similar senti-
ments. They appealed 
to the Union Territory 
(UT) administration 
and the Relief Commis-
sioner to show empathy 
and provide relief by 
discontinuing the form-

filing requirement. The 
speakers emphasized 
that the temporary 
ration cards currently in 
use are sufficient until 
the community is per-
manently settled with 
dignity and honor.

Senior activist Vinod 
Pandita also addressed 
the gathering, highlight-
ing several unresolved 
issues plaguing the 
Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity. He called for 
the creation and adver-
tisement of 10,000 new 
posts for educated KP 
youth, enhancement 
of monthly relief assis-
tance from Rs 13,000 
to Rs 25,000 per month, 
and immediate compen-
sation for damaged and 
gutted properties. Pan-
dita also stressed the 
need for compensation 
for overaged educated 
youth, effective imple-
mentation of the defunct 
Migrant Property Act, 
and the urgent passage 
of the Temples and 
Shrines Bill to protect 
the cultural heritage of 
the community.

Additionally, Pandita 
demanded the provi-
sion of at least one 
government job per 
family to address the 
rising unemployment 
among displaced and 
educated KP youth. He 
urged the administration 
to act promptly and pro-
vide tangible solutions 
to these long-standing 
problems.

The meeting conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks 
by Vinod Pandita, who 
appreciated the partici-
pants for their unwaver-
ing commitment to the 
community’s cause. 
The leaders resolved to 
continue advocating for 
their rights and to work 
collectively for the bet-
terment of the Kashmiri 
Pandit community.

This gathering under-
scored the urgent need 
for the government to 
address the grievances 
of the displaced com-
munity and take con-
crete steps to ensure 
their rehabilitation and 
welfare.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: In a 

moment of immense pride 
for Jammu & Kashmir, 
two extraordinary young 
achievers, Risheek Kumar 
Sharma from Samba and 
Ayaan Sajad from Anant-
nag, have brought laurels 
to the Union Territory by 
winning the prestigious 
Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya 
Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) for 
their remarkable contribu-
tions in the fields of sci-
ence, technology, and art 
and culture.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) executive member 
Raman Suri congratulat-
ed the young awardees, 
describing their achieve-
ments as a beacon of 
inspiration for youth across 
Jammu & Kashmir.

He remarked, “These chil-
dren have proven that with 
dedication, innovation, and 
perseverance, the youth of 
J&K can achieve remark-
able feats and contribute 
significantly to the nation’s 
progress. Their accom-
plishments are a source of 
immense pride for us all.”

The BJP leader empha-
sized that the achieve-
ments of Risheek and 
Ayaan underscore the 
talent and potential of 
J&K’s youth.

“These young achievers 
symbolize the transforma-
tive journey of Jammu & 
Kashmir after the abroga-
tion of Article 370. Their 
success stories are a testa-
ment to the thriving oppor-
tunities and vibrant spirit in 

the region,” Suri said.
Raman Suri lauded 

Risheek for breaking ste-
reotypes and adopting an 
entrepreneurial mindset.

He stated, “It is hearten-
ing to see a young mind 
from Jammu choosing 
innovation over conven-
tional paths like govern-
ment jobs. Risheek’s 
accomplishments in cyber 
security showcase the 
boundless potential of 
J&K’s youth.”

He also appreciated 
12-year-old Ayaan Sajad, 
a Sufi singer par excel-
lence from Anantnag 
saying that his soulful ren-
ditions, including the viral 
hit ‘Be Dard Dadi Chane,’ 
have captivated audiences 
nationwide, helping recon-
nect younger generations 
with their cultural roots.

He also encouraged the 
children of Jammu & Kash-
mir to follow the footsteps 
of Risheek and Ayaan.

“Every child possesses 
the ability to shine. Dedi-
cation, hard work, and 
innovation can turn dreams 
into reality. Let these young 
achievers be a source of 
inspiration for the youth to 
strive for excellence and 
contribute meaningfully to 
society,” he added.

He said that Risheek 
Kumar Sharma’s work 
in science and technol-
ogy and as the founder of 
‘Hackers Pathshala,’ J&K’s 
first cyber security com-
pany has empowered over 
5,000 children and trained 
100 police personnel at 
the Sher-e-Kashmir Police 

Academy which is a great 
achievement. His innova-
tive app, ‘Prarthana,’ which 
received accolades from 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, exemplifies his com-
mitment to leveraging tech-
nology for societal good.

Raman Suri praised 
Ayaan’s talent, saying, 
“Ayaan’s dedication to pre-
serving Kashmiri music and 
culture is truly commend-
able. He has become a 
cultural ambassador for 
Jammu & Kashmir, inspir-
ing countless young indi-
viduals to explore and cel-
ebrate their heritage.”

The Pradhan Mantri 
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 
PMRBP he added is India’s 
highest civilian honor 
for children, awarded for 
exceptional achievements 
in diverse fields. This year, 
17 children from across the 
country were recognized, 
with each recipient receiv-
ing a medal, certificate, and 
citation.

The BJP government’s 
commitment to nurtur-
ing young talent remains 
unwavering. Raman Suri 
assured that the party 
would continue to support 
initiatives that empower 
the youth of J&K to achieve 
their full potential.

As Jammu & Kash-
mir proudly blinks on the 
national map with these 
exceptional young achiev-
ers, their stories remind us 
all of the incredible poten-
tial within our children to 
transform challenges into 
opportunities and dreams 
into achievements.

Top News Report
KATRA, Dec 27: Shri 

Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity (SMVDU) deeply 
mourned the passing 
away of former Prime 
Minister of India, Dr. 
Manmohan Singh.

Dr. Singh’s remarkable 
contributions to India’s 

economic and political 
landscape, along with 
his unparalleled vision 
for inclusive growth, will 
always be remembered.

As a mark of respect to 
the departed leader, the 
10th Convocation of the 
University, scheduled 
for today 27.12.2024, 

has been postponed.
The  Un ive rs i t y 

expressed its heart-
felt condolences to Dr. 
Singh’s family, friends, 
and the entire nation 
during this moment of 
profound loss. The new 
date for the 10th Convo-
cation will be announced 
in due course.

Top News Report
BARAMULLA, Dec 27: Security forces 

launched a joint search operation early 
this morning in the Heewan village area 
of Baramulla district.

The operation involves the 46th Rash-
triya Rifles (RR), Special Operations 
Group (SOG) Baramulla, and the 53rd 
Battalion of the CRPF.

All entry and exit points in the area 

have been sealed off as part of the 
operation.

Officials said the search is aimed at 
addressing any potential threats in the 
area.

“Additional security personnel have 
been deployed to ensure the area is 
completely secured. Further updates 
will be provided as the operation con-
tinues,”.

Top News Report
UDHAMPUR, Dec 27: 

Under the leadership of 
Vishal Singh, Execu-
tive Member of Dogra 
Kranti Dal NGO, volun-
teers staged a massive 
protest against the CEO 
of Municipal Council 
Udhampur also burnt 
effigy.

Addressing the pro-
testors, Vishal Singh 
strongly criticized the 
actions of the CEO, stat-
ing that poor street ven-
dors are being harassed 

and their carts are being 
seized, depriving them 
of their livelihood. He 
condemned this injus-
tice, urging the CEO to 
stop targeting the under-
privileged who earn their 
daily bread through hard 

work.
 “Not only are their 

fruit and vegetable carts 
being confiscated, but 
the seized goods are not 
being returned to them,” 
Vishal Singh revealed, 
highlighting the plight of 

the affected vendors.
He further pointed out 

the deteriorating condi-
tion of the city, empha-
sizing that street lights 
are non-functional, gar-
bage is piling up, and 
the overall sanitation 
of Udhampur is being 
neglected. Despite 
these pressing issues, 
the Municipal Council 
continues to focus on 
actions that harm the 
weaker sections of soci-
ety, rather than address-
ing the real problems 

plaguing the city.
 “The administration 

must prioritize resolv-
ing civic issues instead 
of snatching away the 
means of survival from 
the poor,” said Vishal 
Singh.

The Dogra Kranti Dal 
has demanded the 
immediate transfer of 
the CEO and warned 
that if corrective mea-
sures are not taken 
promptly, larger and 
more aggressive pro-
tests will be organized.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: A meeting of the 

All J&K Electric Department Lineman 
and Workers Union, Jammu, was held 
under the chairmanship of Aishaq Hus-
sain, the President of the union. The 
meeting was attended by all the office 
bearers and workers of the union.

During the meeting, Aishaq Hussain 
addressed the gathering and expressed 
his sincere gratitude to the Managing 
Director of Jammu Power Development 
Corporation (JPDC), Jammu for fulfilling 
a long-pending demand of the union by 
providing Tool Kits to the linemen work-
ing in the J&K UT.

He also appreciated the provision of 
Ex-gratia relief to linemen who sus-
tained injuries or lost their lives while 
carrying out their duties. This gesture, 
according to Hussain, was a significant 
step toward recognizing the sacrifices 

made by the workers.
In his address, Aishaq Hussain 

expressed optimism about the newly 
elected government headed by Sh. 
Omar Abdullah. On behalf of the union, 
he extended his best wishes to the new 
government and hoped that it would ful-
fill the union’s long-standing demands.

Specifically, he hoped that the gov-
ernment would approve a 3% Dear-
ness Allowance (DA) for the linemen of 
JPDCL Ltd. and take steps to regularize 
daily-rated workers who have complet-
ed more than 7 years of service in the 
department.

Other notable attendees of the meet-
ing included Anil Singh Salathia, Vijay 
Gupta, Kartar Nath, and several other 
union members. The meeting conclud-
ed with a collective hope for positive 
changes under the new government’s 
leadership.

Top News 
Report 

JAMMU, Dec 27: 
President Jammu & 
Kashmir Pradesh Con-
gress Committee Tariq 
Hameed Karra has 
expressed deep shock 
over the sad demise of 
Former Prime Minister 
Dr Manmohan Singh 
and said that country 
has lost a great son,it’s 
greatest economist, a 
great statesman,  most 
humble and gentleman 
Prime Minister.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Karra said that 

Dr Singh has made 
immense contributions 
to the country in differ-
ent capacities especially 
in the field of economy,  
as the Finance Minister 
in a most difficult period 
and twice as Prime Min-
ister. He brought great 
honour to the nation as 
a great economist and 
as a Prime Minister for 
ten years. He will always 
be remembered as a 
great, humble, honest 
and capable Prime Min-
ister of the country.

During UPA 1& 2 under 
his prime ministership 
,J&K received huge 

financial package and 
economic boost and 
all round infrastructure 
development in every 
sphere besides major 
political initiative for 
peace and normalcy.

Meanwhile JKPCC 
Chief Spokesperson 
Ravinder Sharma has 
conveyed heartfelt con-
dolence to the family 
on behalf of entire rank 
and file of the party & 
prayers  for peace to the 
departed soul.

The party has can-
celled all sorts of func-
tions of the party during 
the period of mourning.

Top News Report
NAGROTA, Dec 27: 

All India Sainik School 
Entrance Examination 
(AISSEE) 2025 will be 
conducted on 19th Jan-
uary 2025 by National 
Testing Agency (NTA). 
Candidates can apply 
online on Registration 
link for AISSEE-2025 

https://aissee2025.nta-
online.in

Process for admis-
sion into Sainik Schools 
has been made online 
for Academic Year 
2025-26 through a 
dedicated portal has 
also been made avail-
able for AISSEE-2025 
https://exams.nta.ac.in/

AISSEE/.
Guidelines are upload-

ed on AISSEE portal and 
are available at Informa-
tion Bulletin for AISSEE-
2025 https://exams.nta.
ac.in/AISSEE/images/
aissee-2025-ib.pdf.

For latest updates 
please visit AISSEE 
portal https://exams.nta.
ac.in/AISSEE/.

Karra expresses grief over demise of Dr Manmohan Singh

Admission in Sainik School Nagrota to be done online

All J&K Electric Department Lineman and Workers Union holds meeting

SMVDU postpones 10th Convocation due to demise 
of Former PM Dr. Manmohan

Security forces launch search operation in Heewan Baramulla

KP community leaders raise concerns 
over NAFSA Form,  Demand immediate 
redressal of long-standing issues

Dogra Kranti Dal stages protest against CEO MC Udhampur

J&K’s icons shining on national map with 
PMR Bal Puraskar: Raman Suri

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: Senior BJP leader 

and former Deputy Chief Minister, 
Kavinder Gupta expressed deep sorrow 
and grief over the passing of former 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

In his statement, Kavinder Gupta said, 
“Dr. Manmohan Singh was a visionary 
leader, known for his integrity, intellect, 
and dedication to the nation. His lead-
ership during one of the most critical 
phases of India’s economic transforma-
tion has left an indelible mark on the 
nation’s progress. As the country’s lon-
gest-serving finance minister, he played 

a pivotal role in shaping the economic 
policies that propelled India onto the 
global stage.”

Kavinder said, “Dr. Singh’s tenure 
as Prime Minister was marked by his 
commitment to democracy, secularism, 
and inclusivity. His humility and states-
manship made him a respected figure, 
both in India and across the world. His 
contributions to the growth and devel-
opment of the nation will always be 
remembered.”

The former deputy Chief Minister 
extended heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family and prayed for the 
departed soul.

Kavinder expresses grief over passing of 
former PM Dr. Manmohan Singh
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 27: Con-
doling the demise of 
former Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh 
the All Parties Sikh 
Coordination Commit-
tee (APSCC) Chairman 
Jagmohan Singh Raina 
said that Dr. Singh was 
always concerned about 
the peace in Jammu & 
Kashmir.

He said that the former 
Prime Minister will 
always be remembered 
for his liberal economic 
policies that took India 
out of the morass in the 
early 1990s.

In his condolence 
message, Raina said 

that Dr. Singh always 
believed in a dialogue 
and advocated for the 
same while dealing 
with the Kashmir issue. 
He said that Dr. Singh 
always tried his best to 
bring in all stakeholders 
under a single roof so 
that the Kashmir prob-
lem is resolved.

“It was during the time 
of Dr. Singh that sepa-
ratists were invited for 
a dialogue in order to 
solve the Kashmir issue. 

He also initiated dia-
logue with Pakistan and 
wanted to have cordial 
relations with our imme-
diate neighbour,” said 
the APSCC Chairman.

Raina said in the 

present day context the 
visionary leadership of 
the former Prime Minis-
ter will be missed by all 
especially by the peace 
loving people of Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

He said Dr. Singh laid 
the foundation for eco-
nomic vibrancy in India 
and it was only after this 
that India has become 
an economic super 
power.

The APSCC Chairman 
extended his condo-
lences to the bereaved 
family. 

He prayed for peace 
to the departed soul 
and forbearance to the 
bereaved family.

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Dec 
27: Light snowfall has 
begun in South Kash-
mir, covering areas 
like Kulgam, Qazigund, 
Kokernag, Achabal, 
Anantnag, Shopian, and 
the Jawahar Tunnel.

While light snow is 
falling now, the weather 
department expects 
more snow in higher 
altitudes and intermit-
tent snow in the plains.

The authorities have 
advised residents to 
stay cautious as roads 
may become slippery, 
particularly in hilly and 
rural areas. Efforts are 
underway to ensure 
road safety and manage 
any snow-related dis-

ruptions.
The Jammu and Kash-

mir Meteorological 
Department has already 
issued a weather fore-
cast for the coming 
days, predicting varied 
conditions across the 
region.

27-28th Dec: Gener-
ally cloudy weather 
is expected, with light 
rain over the plains of 
Jammu and light snow-
fall over the Chenab 
Valley and Pir Panjal 
Range. Light snowfall 
is also anticipated in 
the middle and higher 
reaches, particularly 
in South and Central 
Kashmir, starting this 
evening and continuing 
through the night.

29-31st Dec: The 

weather is expected to 
remain generally dry, 
with cloudy skies on 
the 31st.

1-2nd Jan: Expect 
generally cloudy weath-
er with light snow in iso-
lated areas.3-5th Jan: 
The weather will remain 
generally cloudy, with 
light snow at scattered 
places. A cold wave is 
expected at isolated 
locations during 30th 
and 31st December.

Due to fresh snowfall, 
sub-freezing tempera-
tures, and icy conditions 
over important passes 
and higher reaches, 
tourists, travelers, and 
transporters are strong-
ly advised to follow offi-
cial traffic and weather 
advisories.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 27: Light 
rain has been recorded 
in Jammu plains since 
this afternoon, leading 
to cold weather across 
the city.

The rain, which started 
in the afternoon, contin-
ued as this report was 
filed.

In addition to the 
rain, several areas in 
the Jammu region wit-
nessed snowfall, adding 
a wintry touch to the 
higher altitudes.

Snowfall was report-
ed in parts of Doda, 

Ramban, and Kishtwar 
districts, where temper-
atures dropped further.

Meanwhile, South 
Kashmir also experi-
enced snowfall in vari-
ous regions, including 
Bijbehara, Shopian, 
Kulgam, and parts of 
Pulwama district. 

These areas are now 
covered in a fresh white 
blanket, much to the 
delight of locals and 
tourists alike.

The weather depart-
ment had earlier pre-
dicted snowfall in higher 
altitudes and favorable 
conditions for snow in 

parts of South Kashmir, 
which has now come 
true.

The authorities have 
urged people to remain 
cautious, especially 
while traveling, as slip-
pery roads and reduced 
visibility may pose chal-
lenges in snow-affected 
areas.

The ongoing rain and 
snow have brought a 
much-anticipated winter 
feel to the Jammu and 
Kashmir, with residents 
welcoming the weather 
despite the accompany-
ing cold wave.

Top News Report

KULGAM, Dec 27: The 
residents of waripora 
village of kund area in 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam 
district on Friday staged 
a protest against the Jal 
Shakti (PHE) Depart-
ment Quazigund over 
the issue of non-avail-
ability of drinking water 
in the area.

Scores of the resi-
dents assembled on 
Road and raised Slo-
gans against Jal Shakti 
department Quazigund 
failing to provide drink-
ing over in their area.

Protestors blocked 
Kund Quazigund road 
alleged that matter has 
been brought to the 
notice of the concerned 

Department but no 
improvement has been 
witnessed so far which 
forced us to hit streets.

The residents told Top 
News JK correspondent 
Gh Nabi Khanday that 
we are demanding clean 
drinking water for their 
survival as the area is 
facing acute shortage of 
drinking water facilities 
from last one month.

The  p ro tes te r s 
appealed to higher 
authorities to look 
into the matter and to 

redress the problem 
at the earliest so that 
people can feel some 
sort of relief.

Later Station House 
Officer (SHO) Kund 
along with Supervisor 
Jal Shakti Department 
reached the spot and 
assured protesters to 
bring their grievance 
to higher authorities for 
redressal of the griev-
ance. 

After his assurance 
protesters dispersed off 
peacefully.

APSCC condoles demise of 
former PM Dr. Manmohan Singh

Snowfall starts in south 
Kashmir districts

Rain hits Jammu plains, 
snowfall in higher areas

Residents of Waripora 
village protest against Jal 
Shakti Department Quazigund

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 27: The Central 
University of Jammu (CUJ), 
renowned for its remarkable 
campus placements, celebrat-
ed another milestone as over 50 
students from the Class of 2025 
secured placements with lead-
ing multinational companies.

Prominent recruiters this year 
included Planet Spark, Script 
Space, Bestseller, HDFC Life, 
Ease My Trip, Travel Land, 
Truvia Global, Homeyhuts, Avi-
soft, Synthimed Labs, Flipkart, 
TCS, and Godrej. Students from 
diverse academic backgrounds 
such as MBA-HR, Mathemat-
ics, Economics, Botany, B.Voc., 
Zoology, and Environmental 
Science participated in the 

placement drive, showcasing 
the university’s multidisciplinary 
talent. The placement season 
recorded the highest package 
at Rs 6.6 LPA, with an average 
package of Rs 3.63 LPA. These 
impressive figures reflect the 
quality education and profes-

sional grooming provided by 
CUJ under the leadership of 
Vice Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev 
Jain.

Organized by the Training & 
Placement Office, the place-
ment drive aimed to equip 
students with opportunities in 

sectors like insurance, banking, 
sales, tourism, research, and 
human resources. Recruiters 
assessed students on various 
hiring parameters, providing 
them with not just job offers 
but valuable industry insights 
as well.

Speaking about the success of 
the drive, the Training & Place-
ment Cell commended the stu-
dents’ dedication and empha-
sized the importance of lever-
aging campus placements for a 
promising start to their careers. 
This achievement underscores 
CUJ’s commitment to bridging 
the gap between academia 
and industry, ensuring its stu-
dents are well-prepared for the 
challenges of the professional 
world.

Top News Report

MAHANPUR, Dec 
27: Psychological cum 
Career Counseling Cell 
and NSS Unit of GDC 
Mahanpur organised an 
Awareness Programme 
on “J&K Startup Policy 
2024-2027” on Friday. 
The programme was 
organised in collabora-
tion with Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Insti-
tute (JKEDI).

The Awareness Pro-
gramme was organ-
ised by Dr. Jogbinder 
Singh Soodan (Physi-
cal Director/PTI), Con-
venor of Psychological 
cum Career Counseling 
Cell under the supervi-
sion of Principal of the 
College, Prof. (Dr.) San-

geeta Sudan.
The programme was 

initiated by Dr. Sapna 
Devi, HOD Hindi. It 
commenced with the 
lamp lighting ceremo-
ny by the dignitaries. 
Dr. Jogbinder Singh 
Soodan gave the Wel-
come Address and wel-
comed the Guests of the 
programme.

The Chief Guest of 
the Programme was 
Prof. (Dr.) Sangeeta 
Sudan, Principal of the 
College and Mr. Dheer-
aj Handoo was the 
Resource Person of the 
Programme.

Dheeraj Handoo, an 
official of Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Insti-

tute (JKEDI), delivered 
the Power Point Pre-
sentation. In his Pre-
sentation, he presented 
in detail about the J&K 
Startup Policy 2024-
2027.

Moreover, he also 
highlighted how the 
policy aims to establish 
a dynamic startup eco-
system by fostering the 

creation of 2,000 new 
startups in J&K by 2027.

The Resource Person, 
Dheeraj Handoo, and 
his colleague, Raghu-
veer Singh were pre-
sented with mementos, 
as a token of apprecia-
tion by Convener and 
senior faculty members 
of the College.

The formal vote of 
thanks was presented 
by Dr. Rupalee Jasrotia, 
NSS PO. Moreover the 
faculty members pres-
ent in the awareness 
programme were Dr. 
Mohinder Nath Sharma, 
Prof. Nisha, Dr. Nisha, 
Dr. Babli, Dr. Anju Bala, 
Dr. Yograj, Prof. Divya 
and Prof. Samiksha.

Over 40 students 
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 27: Well 
known Eminent Senior 
contemporary inter-
nationally acclaimed 
Sculptor Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma Conferred 
prestigious “Leonardo 
Da Vinci” Renowned 
Artist of the year award 
- 2024” by Kala Kunj 
Foundation, Bihari, Raj-
asthan. 

A very nice impres-
sive award ceremony 
event was organized by 
“Kala Kunj Foundation” 
at Kala Sankul, Sans-
kar Bharti New Delhi on 

25th of December 2024.
Eminent Internation-

ally acclaimed Sculptor 
Artist Naresh Kumawat 
graced the event as 
Honored Chief Guest, 
Guest of Honour Meetu 
Pareek (Business Head 
of Rani Arts), Suman 
Singh, President of Ek 
Anokhi Pehal (NGO), 
Shree Laxman Kumar, 
International Artist, 
Vijay Pal, President 
of Color Canvas. The 
great national electron-
ics media also attended 
the event show.

G ane sh  Kumar 
Sharma the only Sculp-
tor Artist from Jammu 

and Kashmir UT, select-
ed for this prestigious 
great honor/award.  The 
other Honored Eminent 
artists from different 
states of the country 

also attended the func-
tion.

President of Kala 
Kunj Foundation, Rajni 
Sharma thanked all 
the guests for joining 

the Felicitation Cer-
emony, congratulated 
distinguished Artists 
and extended the warm 
wishes for the new year- 
2025.

It is mentioned here 
that Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma is working and 
promoting the art and 
culture from more than 
forty five years.  Par-
ticipating regularly in 
major international art 
exhibitions and group 
shows.  He has received 
so many great honors 
and awards at State, 
National and Interna-
tional levels.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 27: 
The Indian Art Centre, 
renowned as the pro-
moter of the esteemed 
Basholi Art, organized 
a vibrant art exhibition 
today at Rainbow Public 
School, Gandhi Nagar, 
Jammu.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from 15 schools 
across the region, 
showcasing the cre-
ative prowess of young 
artists. 

Nitish Mahajan, Co-
incharge of BJP’s Social 
Media Department, 
J&K, graced the occa-
sion as the Chief Guest. 
The event also saw the 
presence of notable 
guests of honor, includ-

ing Ved Verma and Prof. 
Sharad Sharma, both 
prominent social activ-
ists and Principal of 
Rainbow Public School, 
Krishan Kishore Khaju-
ria. 

M.K. Wadhera, Chair-
man of the Indian Art 
Centre, spearheaded 
the initiative, emphasiz-

ing the significance of 
fostering artistic talent 
among the youth. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Nitish Mahajan 
applauded the remark-
able talent displayed 
by the students and 
personally felicitated 
them with trophies to 
recognize their artistic 

achievements.
He expressed his 

admiration for the bud-
ding artists and high-
lighted the immense 
talent that exists in 
Jammu & Kashmir, 
urging for more plat-
forms to nurture and 
showcase their poten-
tial.

The senior BJP leader 
also commended the 
relentless efforts of M.K 
Wadhera and the Indian 
Art Centre in promoting 
Basholi Art and encour-
aging young talent. “Art 
is not just a medium of 
expression but a reflec-
tion of our culture and 
heritage. Initiatives like 
these ensure that our 
rich traditions are pre-
served while inspiring 
the youth to pursue their 
creative passions,” he 

remarked.
The exhibition under-

scored the importance 
of blending art and edu-
cation, leaving an indel-
ible mark on the par-
ticipants and attendees 
alike.

Rainbow Pub l ic 
School’s Principal, Kris-
han Kishore Khajuria, 
expressed his gratitude 
to the Indian Art Centre 
for choosing their school 
as the venue for such 
a meaningful event, 
emphasizing the role of 
art in holistic education. 

The programme con-
cluded with a renewed 
commitment to pro-
moting Basholi Art and 
creating opportunities 
for the youth of J&K to 
excel on platforms that 
celebrate their talent 
and creativity.

CUJ Class of 2025 secures 50+ Job Offers in 
Top Companies

GDC Mahanpur organizes Awareness Programme 
on J&K Startup Policy 2024-2027

Sculptor Ganesh Sharma conferred “Leonardo Da 
Vinci” Renowned Artist of the year award -2024

Nitish Mahajan inaugurates Art Exhibition on 
Basholi Art at Rainbow Public School
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MELBOURNE, Dec 
27 (Agencies): Rohit 
Sharma seems to have 
nothing left in the tank.

“Tough times for him,” 
the legendary Sunil 
Gavaskar said while on 
air with broadcasters 
‘7Cricket’.

“There will be a second 
innings and two more in 
Sydney. Questions will 
be asked if he doesn’t 
score in those three 
innings,” Gavaskar said 
on air as he saw it.

After yet another 
cheap dismissal off a 
Pat Cummins’ short ball, 
questions are mounting 
on when the 38-year-old 
Indian captain will final-
ly call time on his Test 
career.

But will Rohit allow 
all these questions to 
fester? The national 
selection committee 
chairman Ajit Agarkar 
is in Melbourne and it 
won’t surprise anyone 
if it comes out that the 
two former teammates 
have had some discus-
sions on the future as 
India copes with a tough 
transition.

Only 155 runs in eight 
Tests at an average of 
11.07 in 14 innings is 
very poor by all stan-
dards and not scoring 
runs after tinkering a 
set opening combina-

tion hasn’t done him any 
good.

The common belief is 
that if India do not qual-
ify for the World Test 
Championship, then 
Sydney will be the final 
destination of his crick-
eting journey in whites.

Will the skipper be 
more pragmatic and, for 
the sake of the team, 
drop himself from the 
playing eleven for the 
Sydney Test? If so, he 
will allow an in-form KL 
Rahul to continue with 
a rampaging Yashasvi 
Jaiswal.

Current national head 
coach Gautam Gambhir, 
during his playing time in 
the IPL, once dropped 
himself from after a 
horrendous first phase, 
knowing that his days 
as a T20 opener were 
behind him.

There is a growing feel-
ing that Indian cricket 

consider using a similar 
tactic for senior players.

I f  Ravichandran 
Ashwin could be 
nudged into retirement 
and clearly told that he 
is not even among the 
top two spinners in over-
seas conditions, then 
shouldn’t the Indian 
skipper be told that he 
is perhaps no longer an 
automatic choice in the 
Test top six?

However, there is an 
ODI Champions Trophy 
to be played in another 
seven weeks and the 
skipper is still a force 
to reckon with in that 
format.

Although current form 
is a huge factor and it 
does affect confidence, 
he might just come good 
in the ODIs if the Test 
responsibility is off his 
shoulders.

Rohit was never com-
fortable with the idea of 

batting in the middle-
order and he realised 
after three innings that 
it has not worked. As 
a result, Shubman Gill 
was dropped from the 
playing eleven to allow 
Rohit to go back to his 
familiar opening posi-
tion.

But just like his pull 
shots aren’t coming off 
anymore, the strategic 
moves are failing too.

The biggest difference 
between Rohit and Virat 
Kohli, despite both going 
through a lean patch, is 
how they are looking at 
the crease.

Kohli is still a picture 
of intent and gives the 
feeling that there could 
be a big knock around 
the corner and in fact, 
a hundred did come in 
the Perth Test’s second 
innings.

On second day at the 
MCG, he looked solid, 
trying to leave as many 
deliveries in the chan-
nel but not forgetting to 
punish the half-volleys.

But Rohit has been a 
walking wicket, a trifle 
lost and looking com-
pletely out of place.

No one could have put 
it as concisely as former 
Australian skipper Ricky 
Ponting, whose techni-
cal analysis has always 
been spot on.

“That’s just a lazy, not 
switched on, not up for 
the moment type of 
shot,” Ponting said while 
analysing his dismissal 
on air for 7Cricket.

“He’s been known as 
one of the best hook-
ers and pullers of the 
ball since he’s made his 
debut but that’s just not 
there. It’s nothing.

“It’s not committed, 
not really looking to be 
aggressive, he’s just 
looking to tap it on the 
head,” added possibly 
the best horizontal bat 
shot-maker, of his gen-
eration.

In captaincy and bat-
ting, it is about making 
good decisions and the 
Indian skipper is not 
being able to do that at 
this point.

“It (ball) might have 
held in the wicket yes. 
It might have seemed 
away from him a frac-
tion. But if you’re going 
to survive against this 
Australian attack, you’ve 
got to be switched on.

“You’ve got to be 
making good decisions. 
If you’re not, they’ll 
knock you over every 
time,” Ponting said.

As things stand, the 
skipper needs to make a 
quick decision. His team 
is possibly waiting for it.

Will Rohit drop himself before Sydney Test or 
await big call till end of series?

MANCHESTER, Dec 
27 (Agencies): Man-
chester United man-
ager Ruben Amorim 
admitted his team 
must shift to “survival 
mode” after a 2-0 loss 
to Wolverhampton Wan-
derers compounded 
their Premier League 
woes. United suffered 
their fourth loss in five 
matches to languish in 
14th place, just eight 
points clear of the rel-
egation zone.

The Portuguese man-
ager, who replaced Erik 
ten Hag six weeks ago, 
pointed to limited time 
to train with his play-
ers as a key reason for 
the team’s struggles. 
Amorim has become 
the first United boss 
since Walter Crickmer 
in 1932 to lose five of his 
first 10 games across all 
competitions.

“I manage, but I didn’t 
train [the players],” 
Amorim said. “They 
need time to adapt to 
the new style of play. 
Without results, it’s 
even harder for them to 
believe in the process. 
Right now, we just have 
to survive and win time 
to work on the team. It’s 
a long journey.”

Wolves took the 
lead through Matheus 
Cunha’s 58th-minute 

corner, which curled 
over United goalkeeper 
André Onana and into 
the net-a strikingly simi-
lar mistake to one made 
during United’s Carabao 
Cup exit against Totten-
ham.

Wolves manager V tor 
Pereira, who has now 
overseen back-to-back 
wins since succeeding 
Gary O’Neil, credited 
tactical planning for the 
goal. “We analysed their 
weaknesses,” Pereira 
said. “Cunha is a special 
player who made the dif-
ference.”

United’s task was 
made even harder 
when captain Bruno 
Fernandes received a 
second yellow card two 
minutes after halftime. 
Despite their numerical 
disadvantage, Amorim 
noted moments of 
promise but admitted 
the team lacked poten-
cy even before the red 
card.

“With 10 men, we were 
near the goal, which is 
a positive, but we lost,” 
he said.

Marcus Rashford was 
left out for a fourth con-
secutive match, with 
Amorim reiterating that 
the forward is not in 
his plans. The England 
international has report-
edly sought a “new chal-
lenge,” and Amorim’s 
post-match comments 
suggest little chance of 
reconciliation.

“It’s always the same 
reason,” Amorim said. “If 
he’s not here, you can 
make your mind up.”

When asked about 
qualifying for European 
competitions, Amorim 
dismissed such aspira-
tions, stressing the need 
to focus on rebuilding. 
“We have to work on a 
lot of things-on and off 
the pitch. Let’s focus on 
each game and make 
use of every training 
session,” he said.

MELBOURNE, Dec 27 (Agencies): Virat 
Kohli was not extended any special treat-
ment, asserted Indian great Sunil Gavas-
kar but some former Australian players 
felt the batting superstar got away lightly 
for his physical altercation with debutant 
Sam Konstas in the ongoing Boxing Day 
Test here.

Kohli was fined 20 per cent of his match 
fee and handed a demerit point for a brief 
face off with Konstas on Thursday during 
which the two players bumped shoulders 
and exchanged words. The run-in was initi-
ated by Kohli but the 19-year-old Konstas 
insisted that their physical contact was 
accidental. The showdown remained a 
talking point even on Friday with Gavaskar 
slamming the Australian media for going 
after Kohli and demanding harsher punish-
ment for him.

“You can’t hang a man for picking some-
one’s pocket,” Gavaskar remarked, dis-
missing claims that Kohli was let off lightly.

“That’s a slap on the wrist. All these play-
ers are highly paid professionals. Any fines 
will have to be a deterrent. Yes, you could 
say that the degree of punishment maybe 
light because of what we see and experi-
ence but that’s the maximum punishment 
decided by the ICC,” he pointed out on Star 
Sports after the first session.

“So, it’s not that he’s been done any 
favour. If the final punishment would have 
been say 10 percent you could have said 
then there’s a favour done,” he added.

Criticising the Australian media, Gavaskar 
said, “The Australian media acts like their 
12th or 13th player, targeting anyone they 
perceive as a threat to their team.

“They are asking that Kohli should be 

hanged for a minor offence and he’s got 
away because he is Kohli but that’s not 
it.”           However, former Australia skipper 
Ricky Ponting argued that the punishment 
was insufficient. “Personally, I don’t think it 
was harsh enough. There have been prec-
edents; things have happened in the past, 
and it generally has been 15-25 per cent 
fine, but let’s have a look at the enormity of 
the incident,” Ponting said on Channel 7.

“It was the most watched day of cricket 
throughout the whole year all around the 
world. Imagine if that now happens in a 
grade game. What’s gonna happen? I 
think people are gonna think that’s almost 
acceptable now,” he added.

The view was shared by Mark Waugh 
while dong commentary for ‘Fox Sports’.

“You can’t change direction and shoulder 
charge. It is just not on. Virat Kohli will look 

back on that and say, ‘I’ve done the wrong 
thing’. I think the penalty is extremely 
lenient,” he insisted.

He warned that such incidents have the 
potential of flaring if not dealt with strictly.

“If you put this situation where there might 
be a volatile crowd for example, and play-
ers are more volatile on the field it could 
end up in a place you don’t want to see 
on a cricket field. “I think he is lucky not to 
get away with a suspension and if he has 
got a fine it should have been at least a 
75 per cent fine. It has to be a deterrent. 
20 per cent is nothing. There is no doubt 
Sam Konstas rattled the Indians,” he said, 
referring to Rs 3 lakh fine that Kohli would 
be paying from his Rs 15 lakh match fee.

Former Australia coach Justin Langer, 
however, criticised the Australian media 
for being “brutal”.

“The media, whether in Australia or else-
where, can be brutal. They target high-
profile individuals, and this is no different. 
I’ve experienced it firsthand, it’s not about 
India or Kohli specifically; it’s just how the 
media operates now,” he said.

Gavaskar, meanwhile, cited three similar 
incidents in the past one year to highlight 
consistency in penalties.

“Last December, Ireland’s Josh Little was 
fined 5 per cent of his match fee for physi-
cal contact with a batter in a game refereed 
by Andy Pycroft, the same referee in this 
match.

“Jasprit Bumrah was reprimanded for 
physical contact with England’s Ollie Pope, 
and Nepal’s Arjun Kumar faced penalties 
for a repeat offense. Kohli has received the 
maximum punishment (under the rules),” 
he recalled.

NEW YORK, Dec 27 (Agencies): 
Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi will have to 
tackle obstacles to retain his chances 
of becoming the first Indian to enter 
the 2026 Candidates’ tournament when 
he opens his campaign at the World 
Rapid and Blitz chess tournament here. 
Erigaisi, who currently trails Fabiano 
Caruana of the United States in the list 
of players slated to qualify from 2024, 
will have a tall order to win the World 
Rapid chess championship that gets 
underway.

It may be noted here that the last time 
an Indian won the crown here was in 
2019 when Koneru Humpy triumphed 
and in 2017 Viswanathan Anand had 
defied all odds to win the title.

World’s top-rated Magnus Carlsen will 
be back to defend his title in the faster 
version of the game as the top seed in 
both rapid and blitz.

For Erigaisi to eclipse Carlsen as well 
as Caruana and Hikaru Nakamura of 
the United States is easier said than 
done.

MELBOURNE, Dec 
27 (Agencies): The 
Indian cricket team 
sported black arm-
bands on the second 
day of the fourth Test 
against Australia to 

honour former prime 
minister Manmohan 
Singh, who died in New 
Delhi.

Singh, a two-time 
former prime minister 
from 2004 to 2014, died 

at the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences on 
Thursday after losing 
consciousness at his 
home owing to age-
related ailments. He 
was 92.

“The Indian team is 
wearing black arm-
bands as a mark of 
respect in the memory 
of former PM Dr Man-
mohan Singh, who 
passed away,” the BCCI 
said in a statement.

Manchester United just have to 
survive: Ruben Amorim on Boxing 
Day loss vs Wolves

Kohli not let off lightly, says Gavaskar; Ponting disagrees

World Championships Rapid and 
Blitz: Erigaisi looks to qualify 
for Candidates

Indian cricket team wears 
black armbands in memory 
of Manmohan Singh  MELBOURNE, Dec 27 

(Agencies): A familiar collapse 
unfolded after Yashasvi Jaisw-
al’s inexplicable run-out as 
India stared down the barrel at 
164/5 against a menacing Aus-
tralia on day two of the fourth 
Test here on Friday.

Jaiswal, who was quite fluent 
during his 118-ball stay that 
yielded 82 runs, was way short 
of his crease after a mix-up with 
Virat Kohli (36) while attempt-
ing a quick single, handing 
Australia the breakthrough that 
could prove decisive.

India are still 310 runs behind 
Australia’s first innings score of 
474 and would need another 
111 runs to avoid a follow-on 
that should never have been a 
consideration on a placid bat-
ting track.

It was 153 for 2 at one stage 
and in four overs, another three 
wickets fell with Gautam Gamb-
hir’s plan of sending a night 
watchman in Akash Deep turn-
ing out to be one of the many 
poor calls that the head coach 
has taken in this game.

In a space of barely five min-
utes, cricket showed its fickle 
nature as Jaiswal pushed 
towards mid-on and called for 
a quick single with an assured 
Kohli (36) at the other end. 
Kohli took a step and half before 
retreating.

Pat Cummins swooped the 
ball and threw at the striker’s 
end with a frustrated Jaiswal 
seen telling his idol “my call”.

This moment will be one for 
posterity as Kohli looked down 

and perhaps felt that he could 
have at least said a loud “No” 
to allow Jaiswal to sprint back.

The run-out broke his concen-
tration and for the first time after 
85 balls, he poked a delivery 
bowled in the corridor of uncer-
tainty and it was the end.

Scott Boland repeated the dis-
missal that has been a norm for 
quite a while now. Akash Deep 
didn’t have the technique to sur-
vive and the day ended in Aus-
tralia’s favour just like it started.

The Jaiswal-Kohli pair had 
added 102 runs and looked 
comfortable just like they did in 
the Perth second innings. The 
ball hardly did anything after 
Rohit Sharma (3) played a poor 
shot and KL Rahul got a ripper 
from Pat Cummins.

Jaiswal was in regal form, as 
he cut, pulled, drove and lofted 
the Australian bowlers stamping 
his authority as the next mega-
star of Indian batting.

Kohli, at the other end, 
endured boos for Thursday’s 
run-in with debutant Sam Kon-
stas and battled his demons

This was after Steve Smith’s 
34th Test hundred ensured a 
very good total for hosts.

Starting the day at 311 for 6, 
Smith added 112 and 44 runs 
with Cummins (49) and Mitchell 
Starc (15) respectively, leaving 
the visitors searching for back-
up plans.

Jasprit Bumrah (4/99 in 28.4 
oves) was once again brilliant 
despite the first spell thrashing 
from Konstas but Mohammed 
Siraj’s ordinary showing (0/122 
in 23 overs) was the primary 
reason for batters not being 
under any pressure.

Smith, who was unbeaten 
overnight on 68 off 111 balls, 
took another 56 deliveries in the 
second morning to complete a 
Test ton which placed him on 
even keel with the legendary 

Sunil Gavaskar (34).
The century came with a push 

drive through the vacant cover 
region and celebrations were 
pretty muted with a just vigor-
ous head nod for his teammates 
in the dug-out.

Smith, who had a torrid run till 
the second Test of this series, 
played both days in contrasting 
styles. On Thursday, he was 
ready to be patient and waited 
for deliveries at the expense of 
looking ugly.

On Friday, the same batter 
was walking down the track to 
force the bowlers to alter their 
length. He was ready to pull 
and hook, getting two sixes off 
Bumrah and Siraj respectively.

Despite a significant drop in 
temperature and some nip in the 
air, Indians failed to make use of 
the semi-new Kookaburra, with 
lines going all awry and length 
being short enough to be pun-
ished. Cummins was allowed 
to settle down and hit seven 
boundaries.

The Indian ploy of playing two 
spinners backfired with Ravin-
dra Jadeja (3/78 in 22 overs) 
and Washington Sundar (1/49 
in 15 overs) never looking pen-
etrative.

For a change, Siraj didn’t try 
and sledge an in-form batter, 
something that he did in Ade-
laide with some disastrous 
results.

But that didn’t soften the Aus-
tralian supporters, who con-
stantly booed him and Kohli as 
and when the ball went to them.

India collapse after Jaiswal’s terrible run-out
Despite his fluent spell Jaiswal was run out with India ending day two at 164/5
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Top News Report
KATRA, Dec 27: Dr. 

Ram Sewak Sharma, 
a distinguished bureau-
crat and former Chair-
man of the Unique 
Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI), 
presented his seminal 
book The Making of 
Aadhaar: World’s Larg-
est Identity Platform to 
Prof. Pragati Kumar, 
Vice-Chancellor of Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity (SMVDU), during 
his visit to the university 
campus.

The book chronicles 
the journey of building 
Aadhaar, a monumen-
tal initiative that has 
become the world’s larg-
est biometric identifica-
tion system, impacting 
over 1.3 billion Indians.

Dr. Sharma shares 
insights into the techno-
logical, administrative, 
and policy challenges 

that were overcome 
to implement this trans-
formative project, which 
has revolutionized 
identity verification and 
enabled digital inclusion 
across India.

Prof. Pragati Kumar, 
while receiving the book, 
expressed deep admi-
ration for Dr. Sharma’s 
visionary leadership and 
the remarkable success 
of Aadhaar. “Aadhaar is 
not just a technological 
achievement but also a 
testament to the innova-
tive spirit of India.

This book will serve 
as an inspiration and a 
valuable resource for 
academicians, policy-
makers, and technolo-
gists alike,” Prof. Kumar 
said.

The event was fol-
lowed by a deep 
engagement in a lively 
discussion about the 
future of digital identity 
and its role in nation-

building.
Dr. Sharma empha-

sized the importance of 
technology-driven gov-
ernance and the need 
for continuous innova-
tion to ensure inclusive 
growth.

Dr. Sharma’s visit to 
SMVDU is part of his 
ongoing efforts to share 
knowledge and inspire 
the next generation of 
leaders in technology 
and public policy. 

The Making of Aad-
haar has been widely 
acclaimed for its in-
depth analysis and 
candid portrayal of one 
of the most ambitious 
projects in India’s his-
tory.

The university library 
will soon include copies 
of the book to encourage 
students and research-
ers to delve into the intri-
cate processes behind 
creating scalable and 
impactful solutions for 
societal challenges.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: The 

Sikh Sangat of Block 
Bhalwal, Marh, and the 
surrounding rural areas 
of Jammu, along with 
adjoining regions, is 
preparing to celebrate 
the 358th birthday of 
the 10th Sikh Guru, Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 
This significant occasion 
will be commemorated 
with a “Vishal Nagar 
Kirtan” (grand proces-
sion) on 29th Decem-
ber 2024 (Sunday). The 
entire Sangat is invited 
to participate and seek 
the blessings of Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib Ji during 
this auspicious event.

The Nagar Kirtan will 
commence at 10:30 AM 
from Gurdwara Singh 

Sabha Batehra (Bhal-
wal) and will conclude 
at Gurdwara Dashmesh 
Darbar Dyaran (Bhal-
wal), Jammu, around 
2:30 PM.

Throughout the pro-
cession, Shabad Gur-
bani will be sung by 
Ragis and religious 
preachers, offering a 
sacred atmosphere for 

all participants. This 
event is an opportunity 
for the Sangat of Jammu 
District to come together 
in devotion and unity, 
while celebrating the life 
and teachings of Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji.

In addition to the pro-
cession, every year, the 
Sangat pays obeisance 
on this pious occasion, 

singing hymns and 
expressing their rever-
ence to the Guru. This 
year, the Sangat is 
warmly invited to join in 
this religious celebra-
tion, which promotes 
unity in diversity and 
strengthens the bonds 
of the community.

The pre-conference 
for this event was 

attended by several 
dignitaries and mem-
bers of the Nagar Kirtan 
Committee, including 
Mohinder Singh (Ead 
Spe Member), Kulwant 
Singh, Mohinder Singh 
(Tremy Porter), Gurpar-
shad Singh, Tajinder 
Singh, and President 
Sukhyal Singh Retal, the 
AEE Nagar Kirtan Com-
mittee. Their presence 
reflects the importance 
of this event in fostering 
community engagement 
and devotion.

On this auspicious day, 
the Sangat is encour-
aged to join in the Nagar 
Kirtan to experience the 
spiritual atmosphere, 
receive Guru Ji’s bless-
ings, and contribute to 
the unity and collective 
faith of the community.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: 

Destroying the mytho-
logical form of the world 
famous Shri Mata Vaish-
nodevi Yatra under the 
guise of ropeway and 
encouraging devotees 
to undertake an incom-
plete journey is a big 
mockery of religious 
faith, which should not 
be tolerated by Hindus 
at all, stated by Manish 
Sahni, President, Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit.

Shiviks Sain who were 
going to join the protest 
against the ropeway 
project in the Holy city 
of Katra were forcibly 
stopped by the police 
near the Numai police 
post about 2km before 

Katra and forcefully 
sent back to Jammu.

Sahni said that the 
voice of Hindus cannot 
be suppressed by using 
the police force. The 
Shrine Board will have 
to give up its stubborn 
attitude of ruining the 
nature of the pilgrim-
age in the name of the 
ropeway. Manish Sahni 
said in his address that 
they have no objection 
to development and 
facilities, but if under 
the guise of these, the 
Holy form of the pilgrim-
age is tampered and an 
attempt will be made to 
distance the devotees 
from the real form of the 
pilgrimage, it will not be 
tolerated at all.

Sahni said that the 
ropeway facility will 

spoil the nature of Shri 
Mata Vaishnodevi Yatra. 
The devotees who take 
advantage of this facility 
will not be able to get the 
privilege of visiting the 
Holy Banganga, Charan 
Paduka, Ardhkumwari 
etc.

Along with this, the 
business of the shop-
keepers on the tradition-
al route along with those 
who have been provid-
ing services with mare, 
pitthu, palanquin etc. for 
decades will be affected 
by this project. Sahni 
said that the ropeway 
project is being set up 
on Tarakot road, about 
two kilometers away 
from the main market 
and traditional route of 
Katra. Sahni also raised 
questions on the silence

 

maintained by the 
leaders of the BJP, who 
claim to be the well-
wishers of Hindus, on 
saving the form of Shri 
Mata Vaishnodevi Yatra.

He said that temples 
are being searched 
from other religious 
places but here, under 
the guise of a ropeway, 
a bulldozer is being run 
on the form of the Yatra 
of our own religion. 

Sahni has appealed 
to all Hindu organiza-
tions, saint community 
and every Hindu who 
worships Shri Mata 
Vaishnodevi to raise 
their voice to save the 
pilgrimage. Among 
others present were 
Vikas Bakshi, Balwant 
Singh, Rajesh Jandial, 
Bharat Mahajan, Rohan 
Malwal, Surinder Kumar, 
Arun Kumar.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 27: An 

urgent meeting of the 
Dogra Sadar Sabha J&K 
was convened today 
under the chairmanship 
of its President, Th. 
Gulchain Singh Charak, 
former Minister of J&K.

During the meeting, 
the Sabha paid rich 
tributes to the departed 
noble soul, Lt. Dr. Man-
mohan Singh Ji, former 
Prime Minister of India, 
whose passing away 
has deeply saddened 
the nation and especial-
ly the Dogras of Jammu.

Lt. Dr. Singh was 
instrumental in giving 
impetus to the struggle 
of the Sabha in getting 
Dogri Language includ-
ed in the 8th Schedule 
of the Indian Constitu-
tion and moreover he 
participated in the cel-

ebrations conducted by 
Dogra Sadar Sabha at 
Jammu after Dogri Lan-
guage was included in 
the constitution of India. 

In recognition of Dr. 
Singh’s exemplary con-
tributions to the country 
and as a mark of respect 
to his enduring legacy, 
it was unanimously 
decided to postpone the 
120th General Council 
Meeting of the Sabha, 
which was scheduled to 
be held tomorrow, 28th 
December 2024.

Now the meeting will 
be rescheduled at a later 
date, and the new date 
will be communicated to 
all members and stake-
holders in due course. 

The Sabha extends its 
deepest condolences to 
the family of Lt. Dr. Man-
mohan Singh and to the 
people of India, 

as we mourn the loss 

of one of the nation’s 
most respected lead-
ers. His vision, leader-
ship, and dedication to 
the service of the nation 
will always remain an 
inspiration for all.

Prominent among 
those present to pay 
their Homage were

Col. Karan Singh, 
G.A Khwaja, Brig. M.S 
Jamwal, Adv. Ghambhir 
Dev Singh, Amanat Ali 
Shah, Narinder Singh 
Jamwal, Dr. Nasib 
Singh Manhas, Ravi 
Singh Slathia, Vidya 
Sagar Sharma and Kapil 
Slathia.

For further updates 
and information on the 
rescheduled meeting, 
members are requested 
to stay in touch with the 
Sabha’s official commu-
nication channels. 

Dr. Ram Sewak presents his 
book to VC SMVDU

Sikh Sangat of Block Bhalwal to take out  Vishal 
Nagar Kirtan on Dec 29

Ropeway project destroyed nature of pilgrimage, an 
attack on faith of religious sentiments: Shiv Sena

Police forcefully stopped Shiv Sainiks from entering Katra

Dogra Sadar Sabha pays homage 
to Dr. Manmohan Singh


