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Billie Eilish ‘needs help’ 
as paranoia grows from 

past harassment: Report

Aurangzeb’s descendants 
are now rickshaw pullers, 

claims Yogi Adityanath

Ready to meet 
Trump over Ukraine 
negotiations: Putin

Dr Farooq, 
Omar 
express 
grief at Om 
Prakash 
Chautala’s 
passing

SRINAGAR, Dec 20 
(Agencies): National 
Conference supremo 
Farooq Abdullah on Friday 
expressed grief at the 
passing of former Haryana 
chief minister Om Prakash 
Chautala, recalling his 
immense contributions to 
public service and pivotal 
role in Indian politics.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah also expressed 
his grief at Chautala’s 
death, the National Con-
ference said in a post on 
X.

 “Recalling his immense 
contributions to public 
service and his pivotal 
role in Indian politics, they 
conveyed their heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved family, the Indian 
National Lok Dal, and his 
admirers. They prayed for 
peace to the departed soul 
and strength to the family 
during this difficult time,” 
the party said.

Chautala, who was 
former deputy prime min-
ister Devi Lal’s son, suf-
fered a cardiac arrest at 
his Gurugram home and 
was immediately rushed to 
a hospital where he died, 
an Indian National Lok Dal 
spokesperson told agency.

MLA Uri 
bereaved, 
uncle passes 
away

URI, Dec 20 (Agencies): 
Ghulam Rasool Khawaja, 
80, the maternal uncle of 
MLA Uri Dr Sajjad Shafi 
passed away early this 
morning.

He was laid to rest in his 
hometown Garkote village.

The deceased was the 
brother-in-law of former 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) and senior National 
Conference (NC) leader 
Mohammad Shafi Uri.

According to his family, 
Khawaja had been suf-
fering from chest-related 
issues and had recently 
undergone treatment.

He was also a well-
known social activist of Uri 
and served as former sar-
panch of Garkote village.

People from various 
walks of life visited Kha-
waja’s residence to offer 
their condolences.

 “This is a personal loss. 
He was one of my men-
tors,” Dr Sajjad Shafi said.

Cold wave 
continues in 
Kashmir, Srg 
records 
season’s 
coldest night

SRINAGAR, Dec 20 
(Agencies) : As pro-
longed dry spell contin-
ued in several parts of 
the valley, the Summer 
capital Srinagar has 
recorded the season’s 
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NEW DELHI, Dec 20 
(Agencies) : Amid the 
protest over Amit Shah’s 
remarks on Ambedkar, a 
scuffle broke out in the 

Parliament premises 
on Thursday, leaving 
two BJP MPs seriously 
injured.

The Parliament case 

enquiry of both the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
and Congress’ com-
plaints over Thursday’s 
row will be transferred 

to the Crime Branch, 
sources cited in a news 
agency ANI report said.

Amid the boiling rage 
over Home minister 
Amit Shah’s remarks on 
Dr BR Ambedkar in the 
Rajya Sabha earlier this 
week, a scuffle broke out 
in the Parliament prem-
ises, leaving two BJP 
MPs severely injured. 
Following the incident, 
the saffron party filed a 
police complaint against 
Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi, accusing him of 
assault, incitement and

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 
(Agencies): The Mi-17 
V5 helicopter crash 
killed Gen Rawat, his 
wife Madhulika, and 
several armed forces 

personnel en route to 
Coonoor, Tamil Nadu in 
2021.

New Delhi: The 
Mi-17V5 crash in which 
India’s first chief of 
defence staff (CDS) 
General Bipin Rawat 
was killed along with 13 
others three years ago 
took place because of 
human error, accord-
ing to data published in 
the latest report of the 
Parliamentary standing 
committee on defence.

Former 
Haryana CM 
Om Prakash 
Chautala 
passes away 
in Gurugram

NEW DELHI, Dec 
20 (Agencies) : Indian 
National Lok Dal (INLD) 
supremo and former 
Haryana chief minister 
Om Prakash Chautala 
passed away in Guru-
gram on Friday, Decem-
ber 20. He was 89.

Om Prakash Chautala 
was last seen publicly 
during the voting of the 
Haryana Assembly elec-
tion, which took place on 
October 5 this year. He 
was seen at a polling 
booth in Sirsa’s Chau-
tala village.

Om Prakash Chautala, 
son of former Deputy 
Prime Minister of India 
Chaudhary Devi Lal, 
served as the seventh 
chief minister of Hary-
ana.

Chautala was awarded 
a four-year jail term in a 
16 years old dispropor-
tionate assets case on 
27 May 2022 by a Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) Court and 
became the oldest pris-
oner of the Delhi’s 

JAIPUR, Dec 20 
(Agencies), A deadly 
collision involving a 
gas tanker and multiple 
vehicles turned a stretch 
of the Jaipur-Ajmer high-
way here into an inferno 
on Friday morning, kill-
ing seven people, injur-
ing more than 35 and 
engulfing over 30 vehi-
cles in flames as thick 
black smoke filled the 
sky.

Eyewitnesses reported 
spotting the flames from 
nearly a kilometre away 
as ambulances and fire 
brigade vehicles rushed 
towards the crash zone. 
A school van driver on 
his way to pick up stu-

dents recounted with 
horror the sight of a man 
engulfed in flames.

Rajasthan health 
department officials 
told agency that seven 
people died in the crash 

while more than 35 were 
injured.

Police said there are 
chances that some 
people could not get out 
of their vehicles and got 

SRINAGAR, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Authorities 
on Friday invited objec-
tions regarding the 
declaration of Ramban 
as manual scavenging 
free district. They said 
the objections shall be 
submitted in writing form 
to the Office of District 
Social Welfare Officer, 
Ramban within 15 days 

from the date of publica-
tion of notice.

An order issued by Dis-
trict Magistrate Ramban 
reads, “In pursuance of 
order dated 20.10.2023 
of the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court  in WP(C) 
324/2020 filed by Dr. 
Balram Singh and the 
Guidelines for Survey 
of Manual Scavengers 

issued by the Govern-
ment of India vide letter 
dated 1st Feb 2024, the 
survey of Manual Scav-
engers has been under-
taken and completed in 
District Ramban, and 
no Manual Scavengers 
have been found in the 
district”.

 “In accordance 

SOPORE, Dec 20 
(Agencies): District Drug 
Disposal Committee 
headed by SSP Sopore 
Smt. Divya D-IPS, SDPO 
Sopore Shri. Sarfaraz 
Bashir-JKPS (Member) 
and DySP DAR Sopore 
(Member) in compli-
ance to Hon’ble Special 
Court (NDPS) Baramulla 
Order destroyed Narcot-
ic Drugs & Psychotropic 
Substances

SRINAGAR, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Income 
Tax Sleuths raid the 
KCI Emporium Group 
of Kashmir, along with 
Dubai Property Bro-
kers, on Wednesday this 
week. Multiple Premis-
es were covered in the 
simultaneous search 
action in Srinagar, 
Mumbai and Delhi.

It was found that 
some individuals from 
Kashmir division have 
made hawala cash 
transactions to invest 

in a property in Dubai, 
UAE. During the action, 
Huge Investments made 
by Indians in Dubai 
based properties have 
been unearthed from 
Middlemen who were 
also raided. It has been 
gathered from sources 
that all across India, evi-
dences of investments 
in these Dubai based 
properties amounting 
to over Rs. 800 crores 
have been unearthed 
from the search action. 
It has also been found 

that Indians who made 
these investments are 
based across India, 
from Srinagar to Delhi to 
Hyderabad, and are now 
under the scanner of the 
IT Department.

As per sources, infor-
mation of property deals 
in Kashmir with transac-
tions worth more than 
Rs. 50 crores involving 
huge cash components 
was seized. Also, Cash 
Amount of more than 
Rs. 1 crore was also 
seized.

BJP, Congress’ cases over Parliament scuffle 
to be given to Crime Branch: Report

‘Human error’ caused 
2021 chopper crash that 
killed CDS Bipin Rawat: 
Parl panel report

7 dead, over 35 injured in fire 
after gas tanker collides with 
other vehicles on Jaipur highway

No manual scavenging found in 
J&K’s Ramban district: Officials

J&K: Sopore Police destroys seized 
drugs worth over Rs 1 crore

Income Tax Department Unearths Hawala 
Cash Network for Dubai Properties
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: RC Sub-

ramanyam, the Superinten-
dent of the Tirupati Balaji 
Temple in Jammu, along 
with Temple Inspector Sai 
Krishna, Amit Shukla, and 
Vivek Gupta, paid obei-
sance and participated in 
the special Abhishek Cer-
emony of Lord Venkatesh-
wara at the temple.

The ceremony, performed 
every Friday, is a sacred 
ritual attended by many 
devotees who come to 
seek blessings and pray for 
the welfare of the nation. 

Amit Shukla highlighted 
the spiritual significance of 
the Abhishek Ceremony 

and announced that a spe-
cial event will be held on 
Vaikunta Ekadashi on 10th 
January 2025.

 He explained that this 
occasion symbolizes the 
opening of the gates of Vai-
kunta, and devotees par-
ticipating in the ceremony 
are believed to attain divine 
blessings. He urged the 
people of Jammu to attend 
this special event, which 
will take place early in the 
morning. 

Vivek Gupta expressed 
his pride and joy in having 
the Tirupati Balaji Temple in 
Jammu, calling it a symbol 
of South Indian culture and 
spirituality. He noted that 
the temple would play a 

vital role in boosting spiri-
tual tourism and urged 
people to visit and experi-
ence the divine ambiance. 

RC Subramanyam 
appealed to the Transport 
Commissioner to initiate a 
bus service for the temple, 
ensuring easier access 
for devotees. He also pro-
posed starting a Bharat 
Darshan Bus Service to 
promote the temple among 
tourists and enhance 
awareness about its cul-
tural significance. 

The event was attended 
by other dignitaries, includ-
ing Ramesh Babu,   Ved 
Pandit Amit Shukla,  Neeraj 
Shukla, Archak Pandit,  
Ravi Teja Narsimbha, 
Parichark Pandit,  Surya 
Prakash, Anurag Patu 
Pandit,  Gautam Pandey, 
Chandan Prasad Distribu-
tor Pandit and Keshwa, 
Ramgopal Sharma.

The temple administration 
invited devotees to partici-
pate in the upcoming Vai-
kunta Ekadashi celebration 
and other spiritual events to 
seek the blessings of Lord 
Venkateshwara.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: In a 

heartfelt tribute to the 
supreme sacrifices of 
the four Sahibzadas 
of Guru Gobind Singh 
Ji and to celebrate the 
Prakash Purab of Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, 
the District Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee 
(DGPC) Jammu orga-
nized a program at Abhi-
nav Theatre, Jammu. 
The event drew a large, 
eager audience, ready 
to listen to distinguished 
speakers and witness 
the emotionally charged 
Natak “Zafarnama.”

The program was 
thoughtfully divided into 
two sessions. The morn-
ing session began with a 
warm welcome by  Har-
vinder Kour, Secretary 
of J&K Academy of Art 
Culture and Languages. 
This was followed by an 
introductory address by 
Balvinder Singh, Vice 
President DGPC, who 
not only introduced the 
speakers but also pas-
sionately voiced his con-
cerns about the neglect 
of the Punjabi language 
in various fields. He ear-
nestly urged the Com-

missioner Secretary of 
Culture, present as the 
Chief Guest, to take 
proactive steps in pro-
moting Punjabi through 
national seminars and 
Mushairas.

The keynote address 
by Dr. Harshinder Kour 
of Patiala, a celebrated 
Punjabi writer, was a 
poignant recounting of 
the martyrdom of the 
Sahibzadas.

Her powerful words 
deeply moved the audi-
ence, who repeatedly 
resonated with spirited 
cries of “Bole So Nihal.”

The Chief Guest, 
Suresh Kumar Gupta 
IFS, Commissioner 
Secretary Education 
with additional charge 
of Culture, illuminated 
the unparalleled sac-
rifices of Baba Fateh 

Singh, aged 6, and Baba 
Zorawar Singh, aged 9, 
who were martyred at 
Sirhind by being bricked 
alive.

He also addressed the 
issues raised by Balvin-
der Singh regarding the 
neglect of the Punjabi 
language, expressing 
his readiness to collabo-
rate with DGPC in orga-
nizing future programs 
and seminars.

He assured the audi-
ence that he had already 
been directed by the 
Hon’ble LG and Chief 
Minister to fill the vacant 
positions of Punjabi fac-
ulties in schools and col-
leges.

Following him, Dr. 
Harsimran Singh, a 
research scholar from 
the Punjabi Department, 
delivered an insightful 

presentation based on 
his meticulous research.

The Presidential 
address was given 
by Dr. Jaspal Singh, 
former Vice Chancellor 
of Punjabi University 
Patiala and ex-Indian 
High Commissioner to 
Mozambique and Swa-
ziland, whose words 
resonated deeply with 
all present.

The highlight of the 
event was the soul-
stirring Natak “Zafarna-
ma,” presented by the 
Punjabi Lok Manch of 
California, USA. Written 
and directed by Surinder 
Singh Dhanoa, the play 
vividly depicted the 
harrowing story of the 
martyrdom of the Chaar 
Sahibzadas of Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji and 
the brutal tyranny of the 

Mughal era. The perfor-
mance left a profound 
impact on the audience, 
bringing tears to many 
eyes.

The entire event was 
a fitting tribute to the 
unparalleled sacrifices of 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s 
beloved sons and a cel-
ebration of his enduring 
legacy. The stage was 
gracefully conducted by 
S. Surjeet Singh, Gen-
eral Secretary DGPC 
Jammu. Ranjeet Singh 
Tohra President DGPC 
Jammu, in his address, 
thanked Chief Guest 
Suresh Kumar Gupta, 
Harvinder Kour, Bhu-
pinder Singh Paras, and 
other staff and officers 
of J&K Academy of Art 
Culture and Languages 
for their cooperation.

He extended heartfelt 
congratulations to the 
team of Surinder Singh 
Dhanoa for presenting 
the Natak “Zafarnama” 
and expressed grati-
tude to the Sikh Sangat, 
who participated in large 
numbers, many stand-
ing as all seats were 
fully occupied. All DGPC 
members were present 
at the program.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

NCC Wing cadet Cap-
tain Samrat Sudan of 
SPMR College of Com-
merce, Jammu brought 
laurels to the college by 
successfully complet-
ing Overseas Deploy-
ment Camp-Autumn 
Term from September 
16 to 25, 2024 to Iran, 
Oman and Bahrain with 
First Training Squadron 
onboard ICGS VEERA. 
Cadet Captain Samrat 
Sudan was among the 
10 cadets who were 
selected for OSD from 
all over India.

It was exciting to expe-
rience Navy/Sea activi-
ties onboard like visit-
ing foreign countries, 
interacting with foreign 
military personnel, inter-
acting with both Indian 
and foreign officers, 
handling arms, etc.

The Camp started 
from Porbandar, Gujarat 
from 25 September and 
spanned over a period 
of one month. The camp 
allowed for an in-depth 
exploration of all three 
countries.

The camp was organ-
ised by the NCC in 
collaboration with the 
Indian Navy and the 
Indian Coast Guard. 
The camp provided 
an opportunity to learn 

through diverse environ-
ments and different mul-
ticultural settings.

 During the travel 
cadets also visited 
American Naval Base 
at Oman.

The overseas deploy-
ment camp in the NCC 
provides cadets invalu-
able experiences that 
help in their personal 
growth, development of 
professional skills, and 
broadens their way of 
looking the world. This 
further enhances their 
overall development as 
future leaders.

Principal SPMR Col-
lege, Dr. Rajinder Singh 
congratulated and 
appreciated the efforts 
of cadet Captain Samrat 
Sudan, ANO (Navy) 
Prof Joginder Kumar 
and ANO (Infantry) Dr. 
Madhu Bala.

He further encour-
aged other NCC cadets 
to come up with enthu-
siasm and to put your 
endeavours towards 
NCC.

He further said that 
discipline is the key 
concept of NCC and it 
is instilled at the initial 
stage of the life of the 
cadets. Moreover the 
students can distinguish 
themselves from other 
students which cater an 
edge to NCC cadets.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: The 

head priest of the New 
Plot Church, David Sidu, 
led a grand Christmas 
procession in Jammu, 
joined by thousands of 
members of the Chris-
tian community.

The procession fea-
tured vehicles adorned 
with festive decorations, 
including participants 
dressed as Santa Claus, 
angels, and representa-
tions of Mary, Joseph, 
and baby Jesus.

Sunil Dimple, Presi-
dent of Mission State-
hood Jammu Kashmir, 
was the chief guest and 
actively participated in 
the celebration.

The procession start-
ed from New Plot and 
passed through Janipur, 
High Court Road, and 
various parts of Jammu 
City, spreading joy and 
festive cheer.

On the occasion, 
Sunil Dimple prayed to 
Jesus Christ for peace, 
progress, happiness, 
and the restoration of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
statehood. He extend-
ed Christmas and New 
Year greetings to the 
Christian community 
and all participants. 
However, Dimple also 
expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the recent 
discussions regarding 
statehood restoration 
during his meeting with 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

David Sidu thanked 
Sunil Dimple for grac-
ing the event and invit-
ed everyone to a grand 
celebration on Decem-
ber 25. The procession 
received a warm wel-
come from people of all 
religions, symbolizing 
communal harmony and 
brotherhood in Jammu.

DGPC pays homage to Guru Gobind Singh Ji’s Sahibzadas RC Subramanyam participates in 
Abhishek Ceremony at Tirupati 
Balaji Temple

NCC cadet of Commerce 
College attends overseas 
development camp in Iran

Dimple joins Christmas 
procession
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By: Omkar Dattatray

It is most unfortunate 
,untenable , distressing as 
well as disturbing that the 

futile issue of Dr Ambedkar 
has rocked both the Lok Sabha 
and Raja Sabha .This unneces-
sary controversy has consumed 
enough precious time of the 
august parliamentarians and 
it should not have been raised 
.Instead the honorable MP’s 
should take people’s as well as 
developmental issues and dis-
cuss ,debate and legislate on the 
important issues concerning the 
people and abstain from rais-
ing frivolous ,futile and useless 
issues and so save the time of 
the parliamentarians which they 
can use for productive and pur-
poseful business .But alas! It is 
not so in our parliament today 
and thus the precious time of the 
parliament is frittered in useless 
controversies. Both the treasury 
benches particularly the BJP 
and the opposition party such 
as the grand old party Congress 
is busy in raking useless and 
frivolous issues only to gain 
limelight and photo captions 
and advertisements .This time 
BJP and Congress are leveling 
charges and counter-charges 
about the architect of the con-
stitution and the messiah of 
the dalits ,downtrodden ,lower 
castes and backwards .The fact 
is that as the founding father of 
the constitution and upholder 
of un-touchability  and great 
advocate of reservations has got 
the due respect of all most all 
parties including Congress and 
BJP,but still both these political 
parties accuse each other of dis-
honoring this great leader and it 
seems that the political parties 
are doing only dirty politics over 
Ambedkar ,constitution and one 
party trying to belittle the other 
and accusing the other for dis-
honoring the constitution and 
its archetict .Parliament winter 
session entered its penultimate 
day today on Thursday amid 
the row over Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s remarks on Dr 
BR Ambedkar ,for which the 
opposition has been demand-
ing Shah’s resignation. For two 
consecutive days the two houses 
were rocked by the Amdedkar 
row .The winter session is set to 
end on Friday ,20th December 

and some big business remains 
amid political slugfest over sev-
eral issues including Ambedkar 
row .Both inside as well as out-
side parliament ,the Ambedkar 
row raised its ugly head and this 
controversy rocked not only the 
august parliament ,but it was in 
full play outside parliament .The 
situation outside the parliament 
went out of control and the BJP 
and congress MP’s used barbs 
and insults upon one another 
and thus insulted the great par-
liament of yore Ambedkar who 
had full respect to the dignity 
and decorum of the parliamenta-
ry proceedings .There was high 
voltage drama outside parlia-
ment as BJP ,Congress accuse 
each other of jostling.BJP MP 
Pratap Sarangi was taken to hos-
pital after getting injured in the 
melee .The relationship between 
opposition and the treasury 
benches hit a new low on Thurs-
day December 19,2024 with both 
the sides accusing each other of 
resorting to violence .The scenes 
outside parliament were most 
unfortunate and uncivilized 
and the situation resembled 
a fish market and a wrestling 
match and it eroded the deco-
rum ,discipline and sanctity of 
the highest legislative gather-
ing .While the leader of oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi alleged that BJP MP’s 
were pushing him and stopping 
him and other opposition MP’s 
from entering the parliament 
,the BJP accused Mr Gandhi of 
assaulting two of their MP’s. 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister 
Kiren Rijju accused Mr Gandhi 
of assaulting and injuring two 
BJP MP’s Parapt Sarangi and 
Mukesh Rajput and enquired 
about their health after they 
sustained injuries in the parlia-
ment complex.  MP Nishikant 
Dubey  also accused Mr Gandhi 
of resorting to ‘’goondagradi’’ 
–hooliganism .Mr Rijju said that 
appropriate action will be taken 
.’’Parliament is not the place to 
show physical strength .It is not a 
wrestling  ring ,’’Mr Rijju added. 
Mr Sarangi was taken to hospital 
after getting injured in the melee 
when the protesting INDIA bloc 
and the BJP MP’s came face to 
face in front of Makar Dwar in 
parliament.NDA, INDIA bloc 
MP’s hold protest marches over 
Ambedkar issue .While Con-

gress leaders including Rahul  
and Priyanka marched from 
Ambedkar’s statue within Par-
liament complex to Parliament 
house,BJP –led NDA MP’s too 
carried out a march raising 
slogans and carrying placards 
demanding an apology from the 
Congress  for allegedly insult-
ing Ambedkar .Dressed in blue 
,a color associated with B.R 
.Ambedkar ,Opposition INDIA 
bloc members on Thursday took 
out a protest march in parliament 
premises demanding the resig-
nation of Home Minister Amit 
Shah for his remarks related to 
the architect of the constitution 
.Amit Shah said that his words 
were twisted and Congress is 
anti –Ambedkar ,anti-constitu-
tion ,anti reservation and anti-
Savarkar.BJP said Congress 
Prime minister Nehru conferred 
upon himself Bharat Ratna way 
back in 1955 and Indira Gandhi 
awarded herself Bharat Ratna 
in 1971.But the Congress gov-
ernment did not confer Bharat 
Ratna on Ambedkar as it is anti-
Ambedkar and anti-his ideology 
.It was only in 1990 when there 
was non-Congress government 
at the centre in which BJP was 
a partner Bharat Ratna was con-
ferred on Ambedkar posthu-
mously. It shows Congresses’ 
inherent hate and hatred for 
Ambedkar and his philosophy 
and then accusing BJP of insult-
ing and dishonoring Ambedkar 
and what he stood for .It seems it 
is a clear case of pot calling kettle 
black .Earlier as the remark over  
Ambedkar row escalates lead-
ing to adjournment inside the 
house ,Congress and BJP MP’s 
accused each other of heckling 
during protest .Few days later 
a scuffle broke out outside the 
parliament on Thursday further 
escalating the political row over 
Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
remarks on Dr B.R .Ambedkar.
While the LOP in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi alleged that 
BJPMP’s were pushing him and 
stopping him and other opposi-
tion MP’s from entering parlia-
ment ,BJP accused Mr Gandhi 
of assaulting two of their MP’s 
.Both houses were adjourned 
till 2pm ,within minutes after 
they assembled .After protests 
erupted in the Lok Sabha ,speak-
er Om Birla adjourned the house 
till 2pm.Meanwhile ,in the Rajya 

Sabha,the proceedings contin-
ued until the papers were laid 
on the table .Soon after ,Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankar said he 
would not allow the adjourn-
ment notices to be taken up 
.Amid constant sloganeering 
from the members ,he adjourned 
the proceedings till 2p.m.After 
the parliament resumed pro-
ceedings at 2 p.m ,both houses 
were quickly adjourned for the 
day amid continuing chaos .Both 
the houses were adjourned on 
Wednesday 18th December 
as opposition MP’s continued 
to raise slogans against Home 
Minister Amit Shah ‘s alleged 
derogatory remarks against 
B.R,Ambedkar .In the upper 
house ,TMC also moved a privi-
lege motion against the HM .No 
business was transacted in either 
of the houses .Rajya Sabha has 
been adjourned for the day on 
19th December.BJP leaders con-
demn Rahul Gandhi’s behavior 
,saying he engaged in violence.
DMK MP Triuchi Siva says this is 
one side’s version of events.BJP 
MP S.Phagnon Konyak says that 
Lok Sabha Lop Rahul Gandhi 
came close to her ,pushed her 
and shouted at her ,and that she 
felt uncomfortable .It is in the 
fitness of things to mention that 
HM Amit Shah has said in Par-
liament the other day that it has 
become fashion for Congress to 
repeat Ambedkar,Ambedkar.
Ambedkar,Ambedkar many 
times only for politicking and 
by doing so the Congress is 
insulting Ambedkar .Congress 
including its president Kharge 
demanded resignation from 
HM Amit Shah for the remarks 
against Ambedkar.JP Nadda 
the  of the house ,has said that 
the information about how the 
Congress has misused the con-
stitution has reached the public 
,that is why the Congressmen 
are incensed .They are behav-
ing in an undemocratic manner 
,he says. This house strongly 
condemns the actions of Rahul 
Gandhi .In brief the row over 
Ambedkar is very unfortunate 
and what has happened in and 
outside parliament is enough to 
surmise that the sanctity of the 
temple of democracy has been 
eroded by the actions of both the 
treasury benches and the oppo-
sition.

By: Vijay Garg 

Partnership with BMW 
Group in India, aiming 
to transform the educa-

tional landscape for 100,000 chil-
dren in four states with a focus on 
foundational learning and STEM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing and maths) skills from early 
years through adolescence. The 
partnership will provide access 
to quality STEM education to 
adolescent girls from Kasturba 
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas and 
Tribal Ashramshalas, belonging 
to the most marginalised groups 
in hard-to-reach rural areas in 
the states of Assam, Jharkhand, 
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

The partnership is part of a 
global long-term partnership to 
reach more than 10 million chil-
dren and young people each year 
through education and training, 
including learning in STEM sub-
jects in five countries including 
South Africa, Brazil, Mexico, and 
Thailand.

UNICEF today announced their 
partnership with BMW Group 
in India

In India, partnership will focus 

on nurturing foundational lit-
eracy and numeracy skills in 
rural primary schools to build 
a solid cognitive foundation for 
children. As they progress into 
adolescence, children will have 
access to innovative, engaging 
learning experiences through 
low-cost maker spaces to nurture 
curiosity, creativity, and imagi-
nation in young minds.

Together with the Government 
of India, and the four state gov-
ernments, the partnership aims 
to create an inclusive learn-
ing environment that supports 
national goals for gender equal-
ity and education.

“Current employment opportu-
nities come with greater demands 
for competencies in STEM. Girls 
particularly miss out on opportu-
nities to learn and practice STEM. 
Thus, UNICEF is proud to sup-
port building a strong foundation 
for critical thinking in the early 
years of learning. The BMW-
UNICEF partnership makes this 
possible by investing in making 
education more accessible and 
inclusive, especially for girls. 
The result is greater economic 
and social self-reliance leading to 

more opportunities,” said Cyn-
thia McCaffrey, UNICEF India 
Representative.

Mr. Vikram Pawah, President 
and CEO, BMW Group India 
said, “BMW Group sees itself as 
an integral part of the society and 
through impactful initiatives, 
we want to drive deep-rooted 
social change. BMW Group’s 
partnership with UNICEF har-
nesses the most powerful tool 
for empowerment - education. 
STEM knowledge is crucial for 
smart thinking and innovation 
in today’s competitive, intercon-
nected environment. Merging 
this educational initiative with 
gender equality and inclusion, 
especially for underprivileged 
girl child in India, enhances its 
effectiveness exponentially.”

The key-components of this col-
laboration include:

Recognizing that children who 
struggle with basic reading and 
numeracy are likely to face chal-
lenges in school, the programme 
focuses on foundational literacy 
and numeracy in primary grades. 
The initiative provides a strong 
cognitive base by facilitating 
these skills upon which STEM 

knowledge can be built.
UNICEF will develop a tailored 

curriculum to train teachers, 
enhancing their skills in STEM 
instruction. This training will 
also address gender stereotypes 
and focus on empowering girls 
through skills development and 
leadership programmes. By cre-
ating a dedicated cadre of STEM-
trained teachers, the BMW-UNI-
CEF partnership will help elevate 
the quality of STEM education in 
classrooms in the four states.

The establishment of low-
cost maker spaces within these 
schools will allow adolescent 
girls to explore design thinking, 
computational analysis, adaptive 
learning, and physical comput-
ing. 

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 
columnist street kour 
Chand MHR Malout 

Punjab)

A healthy democracy thrives on the robust 
interaction between the ruling party and 
the opposition. While the ruling party 

implements policies and governs the nation, 
the opposition plays a crucial role in holding it 
accountable, offering alternative viewpoints, and 
ensuring that democracy functions effectively. The 
presence of a strong and constructive opposition is 
not just desirable but essential for the health and 
sustainability of a democratic system.

One of the primary roles of the opposition is to 
hold the government accountable for its actions. 
In a democracy, the ruling party wields significant 
power, and without scrutiny, there is a risk of abuse 
or inefficiency. The opposition ensures that deci-
sions are debated and scrutinized in public forums 
such as parliaments and legislative assemblies. 
Through tools like questioning sessions, debates, 
and no-confidence motions, the opposition com-
pels the government to justify its policies and 
actions, promoting transparency and reducing the 
likelihood of corruption.

For instance, in India, the Question Hour in Parlia-
ment allows opposition members to pose critical 
questions to ministers, shedding light on issues 
that may otherwise remain obscured. Such mecha-
nisms ensure that governance remains a participa-
tory and accountable process.

A democracy is characterized by diversity, and 
the opposition serves as a voice for those who 
may not agree with the ruling party’s policies. It 
represents alternative ideologies, interests, and 
priorities, ensuring that minority perspectives 
are not overshadowed by the majority’s will. This 
inclusivity prevents the marginalization of any 
group and fosters a sense of belonging among all 
citizens.

The opposition’s ability to bring diverse issues to 
the forefront ensures that policies are inclusive and 
equitable. For example, issues such as environmen-
tal protection, minority rights, or labor laws often 
gain prominence due to the persistent efforts of 
opposition parties.

The opposition is not merely a critic but also 
a contributor to policymaking. By offering con-
structive criticism and alternative solutions, it 
enriches the democratic process. A well-function-
ing opposition engages in policy debates with a 
focus on improving governance rather than merely 
obstructing it. Constructive criticism ensures that 
policies are well-rounded and address the con-
cerns of a broader section of society.

For example, during economic crises or natural 
disasters, the opposition can propose measures 
that complement or improve government strate-
gies, demonstrating its commitment to the national 
interest. Such collaboration can lead to better out-
comes for citizens.

Democratic institutions such as the judiciary, 
election commissions, and media are vital for the 
functioning of democracy. The opposition plays 
a critical role in safeguarding these institutions 
from undue influence or erosion of autonomy. By 
raising concerns about any perceived encroach-
ments or biases, the opposition acts as a sentinel, 
ensuring that these institutions remain impartial 
and effective.

A notable example is the opposition’s role in 
ensuring free and fair elections. By scrutiniz-
ing electoral processes and raising alarms about 
potential irregularities, opposition parties help 
maintain the integrity of democratic practices.

The vibrancy of a democracy depends on active 
political participation from its citizens. The oppo-
sition’s role in mobilizing public opinion and 
organizing protests or campaigns encourages 
citizens to engage with political processes. This 
engagement fosters a more informed and active 
electorate, which is crucial for the sustenance of 
democracy.

Movements led by opposition parties often high-
light pressing issues that resonate with the public, 
leading to increased awareness and participa-
tion. For example, protests against unjust laws or 
demands for greater accountability often galvanize 
citizens to become more politically active.

One of the inherent risks in a democracy is the 
possibility of majoritarianism, where the ruling 
party’s dominance leads to the suppression of 
minority voices. The opposition acts as a counter-
balance to this tendency, ensuring that the govern-
ment’s actions are inclusive and considerate of all 
sections of society. By challenging policies that 
may disproportionately benefit certain groups, 
the opposition upholds the principles of justice 
and equality.

Despite its critical role, the opposition often faces 
challenges that hinder its effectiveness.

Opposition parties often lack the resources and 
access to information that the ruling party enjoys, 
making it harder to mount effective challenges.

In some cases, media outlets may favor the ruling 
party, reducing the opposition’s ability to commu-
nicate its message to the public.

A divided opposition can weaken its impact, as 
differing priorities and ideologies prevent a uni-
fied stance.

In some democracies, opposition leaders and 
activists face harassment, imprisonment, or other 
forms of suppression, undermining their ability to 
function effectively.

EDITORIAL

Quality STEM Education for Tribal and Rural Girls

Dr.Ambedkar Row most unfortunate

ROLE OF 
OPPOSITION
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

NSS unit “Veerangna” 
of Govt. College for 
Women, Bhagwati 
Nagar Jammu con-
cluded seven day long 
Winter Camp on a high 
note with an inspiring 
valedictory ceremony 
under the patronage of 
Dr. Meeru Abrol, Princi-
pal of the college.

 The week-long camp 
brought together over 
29 NSS volunteers to 
engage in community 
service, personal devel-
opment, and leadership 
activities.

The NSS Winter 
Camp, held from 14th 
December, 2024  to 
20th December, 2024, 
aimed to nurture social 
responsibility and lead-
ership among youth by 
immersing them in activ-
ities that benefit society.

The camp focused on 
areas such as environ-
mental conservation, 
health awareness, edu-
cation, and rural devel-
opment.

The valedictory cer-
emony commenced 

with lighting of ceremo-
nial lamp followed by 
welcome address by 
Dr. Meeru Abrol Princi-
pal of the college, who 
applauded the volun-
teers for their dedica-
tion and enthusiasm 
throughout the camp.

 The ceremony also 
featured with cultural 
performances by NSS 
volunteers.

Dr. Kamaldeep Singh, 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Pun-
jabi in his address said 
that,“The energy and 
commitment shown 
by these young volun-
teers are truly inspiring. 
Through their efforts, 
they have not only 
brought positive chang-
es to the communities 
they served but have 
also grown as respon-
sible citizens ready to 
take on challenges.”

Dr. Preeti Salathia, 
NSS Programme Officer 
presented the report on 
seven day long winter 
camp activities. Fol-
lowed by Volunteer 
Recognition by dis-
tributing special prizes 

among volunteers who 
participated in different 
events organized during 
the camp. 

Participating vol-
unteers shared their 
experiences, highlight-
ing how the camp had 
transformed their per-
spectives and instilled a 
sense of purpose.

 Jaspreet Kour, NSS 
Volunteer shared that 
this camp was a life-
changing experience. 
Working with the com-
munity has taught her 
empathy and the impor-
tance of teamwork.

Another participant, 
Mayuri NSS Volunteer, 
added that the workshop 
in Primary Health Centre 
has not only equipped 
us with practical skills 
but also strengthened 
our resolve to serve 
society selflessly.

The event concluded 
with a heartfelt vote of 
thanks by Dr. Preeti 
Salathia, NSS Pro-
gramme Officer who 
expressed gratitude to 
all volunteers for their 
invaluable support and 
participation in making 
the camp a resounding 
success. The ceremony 
concluded with National 
Anthem.

Also present on the 
occasion were Prof . 
Nisha Bhagat, Prof. Anju 
Bala,, Prof . Gaganjyoti, 
Dr. Mosmi Raina , Dr. 
Kamaldeep Singh, Prof. 
Poonam, Prof. Rasmeet 
Kour and others.

Top News Report

JAMMU,  Dec 20: 
The Department of 
Computer Science and 
Engineering at Central 
University of Jammu 
tu (CUJ)  successfully 
hosted a hybrid mode 
Web Development 
workshop under Google 
Developer Group (GDG) 
on Campus, Central 
University of Jammu.

This informative work-
shop, aimed at enhanc-
ing skills in modern web 
technologies, was held 
under the guidance of 
Prof. Dinesh Kumar, 
Head of the Department 
of Computer Science 
and Engineering,

Dr. Jasvinder Pal 
Singh, Assistant Profes-
sor and featured expert-
led sessions in hybrid 
mode.

The workshop was 
organized in collabo-
ration with O7 Ser-
vices, facilitated GDG 
on Campus CUJ, with 
contributions from key 
industry experts includ-
ing Damanpreet Kaur, 
Senior Full Stack Devel-
oper and Training Head, 
who led the session.

Gaurav Sharma, 
Chief Technology Offi-
cer at O7 Services, also 
shared valuable insights 
into the rapidly evolving 
world of web develop-
ment.

The event was further 
enriched by the collab-
oration of passionate 
individuals from GDG 
on Campus CUJ, includ-
ing Samarth Prashar, 
Saloni, Riya Kumari, 
Farida Sabrin, Ansh 
Sharma, Sachin, Harsh, 
and Nikhil, who assisted 
with event coordination, 
interactive sessions, 
and hands-on guidance 
for participants. Partici-
pants gained practical 
insights into both front-
end and back-end web 
development technolo-
gies.

Damanpreet Kaur pro-
vided in-depth training 
on full-stack develop-
ment, focusing on build-
ing dynamic, responsive 
websites using the latest 
frameworks and tech-
nologies. The interactive 
sessions allowed partici-
pants to directly engage 
with industry experts 
and gain hands-on 

experience in real-time 
web development tasks.

 The workshop also 
featured discussions on 
current web develop-
ment trends and tech-
nologies, helping par-
ticipants stay up-to-date 
with industry standards. 
Prof. Dinesh Kumar 
emphasizes that the 
department has been 
committed to bridge the 
gap between academia 
and industry.

 He also emphasizes 
that the students must 
take full advantage of 
such kind of workshops 
and gain practical 
learning from industry 
experts.

Prof. Sanjeev Jain, 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
university appreciated 
the efforts put in by the 
department and advised 
the department to orga-
nize more such kinds of 
workshops for the stu-
dents in future.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

Thapar Institute of 
Engineering & Technol-
ogy (TIET) announces 
the opening of admis-
sions for the MBA and 
PhD programs at its 
business school, LM 
Thapar School of Man-
agement (LMTSM), for 
the upcoming academic 
year.

 TIET is renowned for 
its academic excellence, 
research contributions, 
and strong industry link-
ages, offering a wide 
range of undergraduate, 
postgraduate, and doc-
toral programs across 
various disciplines.

As a part of TIET, LM 
Thapar School of Man-
agement is committed 
to academic excellence 
and innovative research. 
Its MBA and PhD pro-
grams are meticulously 
designed to equip stu-
dents with the knowl-
edge, skills, and oppor-
tunities needed to thrive 
in today’s competitive 
global environment.

 The school continues 
to uphold its legacy of 
nurturing future leaders 
who drive impact across 
industries and commu-
nities.

The MBA program 
welcomes graduates 
or postgraduates from 
any discipline who have 
achieved at least 50% 
aggregate marks or 

equivalent CGPA from 
a recognized university.

The PhD program is 
open to candidates with 
a postgraduate degree 
or equivalent qualifica-
tion, with a minimum 
CGPA of 6.00 on a 
10-point scale or 55% 
aggregate marks.

The admission pro-
cess involves a thor-
ough selection mecha-
nism, including evaluat-
ing academic qualifica-
tions, standardized test 
scores, interviews, and 
relevant work experi-
ence. Interested candi-
dates can apply through 
the official website, 
https://lmtsm.thapar.
edu.

Dr Gurbinder Singh, 
Director, Dera Bassi 
Campus (Punjab),  LM 
Thapar School of Man-
agement and TIET, 
said, “At LMTSM, we 
are committed to nurtur-
ing future leaders who 
can make a meaningful 
impact in their chosen 
fields. Our programs 
are designed to com-
bine academic rigor 
with practical insights, 
equipping students with 
the tools to navigate and 
lead in a rapidly evolv-
ing world. This year, we 
look forward to welcom-
ing a diverse group of 
talented individuals who 
are eager to challenge 
themselves and contrib-
ute to society.”

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

Paying tribute to Doyen 
of Punjabi Music Indus-
try Lal Chand Yamla, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Batwal Sabha members 
remembered the leg-
endary Punjabi Singer 
and his soulful rendi-
tions.

Born in a Chanjotra 
family of Batwal Com-
munity at Chakk no. 
384 in Lyallpur District 
of Pakistan and after 
the partition of India in 
1947, Lal Chand Yamla 
relocated to Ludhi-
ana. He was trained in 
vocal singing by Pandit 
Dyall Ji and Chaudhry 
Majid and his writing 

skills were honoured 
by Sundar Das Aasi. 
During his career, he 
released 11 albums 
many of which produced 
some of the best-loved 
songs of his genera-
tion. His most popular 
songs include ‘Das mein 
ki Pyar wichon khatya’. 
He recorded duet songs 
with Mohinderjit Kaur 
Sekhon who was a 
recording artist with All 
India Radio, Jalandhar.

He also popularized 
singing of Dulla Bhatti, 
Shahni Kaulan and 
Puran Bhagat. His first 
recording was with HMV 
in 1952 and till last he 
remained with HMV. He 
performed all over the 
world and many a times 
performed with the late 
great Alam Lohar. They 
were also good friends. 
He also popularized 
Tumbi, a traditional 
North Indian instrument. 
Much of his music has 
been sampled by Pan-
jabi MC.

He was awarded 
Gold Medal by the then 
Indian Prime Minister 
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru in 
1956 and a lifetime con-
tribution award in 1989 
by National Academy 
of Dance, Drama and 
Music, Delhi.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: As 

part of the BJP’s San-
gathan Parv Member-
ship Drive, a program 
was held at Ward No. 
30, Talab Tillo, Jammu, 
organized by Ayodhya 
Gupta, J&K BJP State 
Secretary.

During the event, 16 
active membership 
forms were officially 

submitted to the BJP 
Jammu & Kashmir Pres-
ident, Sat Sharma, in 
the presence of Jammu 
West MLA Arvind Gupta 
and Talab Tillo Mandal 
President Keshav 
Chopra.

Prominent attendees 
included Veena Gupta, 
Kusam Gupta, Puneet 
Mahajan, Dr. Rajinder 
Gupta, Manhoar Singh, 

Bupinder Gupta, Tersam 
Gupta, Tony Sharma, 
Sanjeev Sharma, Vikky 
Gupta, Sahil Gupta, 
Deepak Gupta, Man-
hoar Gupta, and Munish 
Gupta.

The program high-
lighted the BJP’s com-
mitment to expanding its 
membership base and 
strengthening engage-
ment with the communi-
ty in Jammu & Kashmir.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: Parth 

Slathia, Skating Coach 
and Alumunus, DPS 
Jammu (Batch 2016-
17), brought laurels to 
the Alma Mater and his 
parents by winning gold 
medal in 62nd National 
Roller Skating Champi-
onship 2024 organized 
by Roller Skating Fed-
eration of India held at 
Mysore, Coimbatore 
and Bangalore from 
5-15 December, 2024.

In the final match, the 
team Jammu won by 3-1 
defeating Punjab. Parth 
had participated in Inline 
Hockey Senior Men’s 
category.

It is also pertinent to 
mention that Parth had 
also represented the 
nation at 19th Asian 
Roller-Skating Champi-
onship-2023 held in Qin-
huangdao, China from 
October 18th to 29th, 
2023.

Parth Slathia’s acco-

lades in the field of 
Roller Skating are noth-
ing short of extraordi-
nary. He has consistent-
ly showcased his excep-
tional skills by securing 
the national level silver 
and bronze medals for 
the past four consecu-
tive years.

His outstanding 

achievements also 
include being a six-time 
State Champion and a 
five-time District Cham-
pion in Roller Skating.

Notably, during his 
school days, Parth 
had demonstrated his 
prowess in Inter-DPS 
and CBSE North Zone 
competitions, earning 
gold, silver, and bronze 
medals on more than 
five occasions, in addi-
tion to securing a bronze 
medal in the CBSE 
National Games.

The management of 
DPS Jammu under the 
leadership of President-
RCT, Ajatshatru Singh, 
Pro VC- Dr. Ritu Singh, 
Director- S.S Sodhi 
along with Principal-
DPS Jammu, Ruchi 
Chabra and staff con-
gratulated Parth Slathia 
for the achievement. 
They also extended 
their best wishes to him 
for all his future competi-
tions.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: The 

students of the Integrated 
Teacher Education Pro-
gramme (ITEP) at Govt. 
College of Education 
(GCoE), Canal Road, 
Jammu, organized a cap-
tivating Collage-Making 
Exhibition under Art Edu-
cation.

The exhibition embodied 
the ethos of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 by promoting Art-Inte-
grated Education, fostering 
creativity, and enhancing 
holistic development.

The event was inaugurat-
ed in the presence of the 
college’s Principal, Dr. Jyoti 
Parihar, who was highly 
impressed by the innova-
tion and artistry displayed 
by the students.

Under the expert guid-
ance of their Art Teacher, 
Malti Sharma, the stu-

dents showcased a variety 
of handmade collages, 
reflecting diverse themes 
such as social harmony, 
environmental sustainabili-
ty, cultural heritage, and the 
importance of education.

Each collage highlighted 
the students’ dedication, 
creativity, and understand-
ing of integrating art into 
education.

Speaking at the occasion, 
Dr. Jyoti Parihar lauded the 
efforts of the students for 
their brilliant display of cre-
ativity and teamwork.

She also appreciated the 
visionary mentorship pro-
vided by Malti Sharma and 
acknowledged the guid-
ance and support of Dr. 
Rakesh Bharti, the Coordi-
nator of ITEP, for facilitating 
such innovative learning 
experiences.

The exhibition witnessed 
active participation from 
the entire college commu-

nity, with faculty members 
and students from vari-
ous departments coming 
together to appreciate the 
remarkable efforts of the 
participants.

The event provided a 
platform for students to 
express their ideas visually, 
enhance their artistic skills, 
and develop a deeper 
understanding of the role 
of art in education.

The collage themes were 
thoughtfully chosen to res-
onate with contemporary 
issues and educational 
values.

The innovative use of 
colors, textures, and recy-
cled materials stood out, 
reflecting the students’ 
commitment to sustainabil-
ity and their creativity in rei-
magining everyday objects 
into meaningful art pieces.

The exhibition conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks 
extended by the ITEP 
Coordinator, Dr. Rakesh 
Bharti, who emphasized 
the importance of such 
activities in nurturing future 
educators who are well-
rounded, innovative, and 
sensitive to the diverse 
needs of students.

The event was a resound-
ing success, leaving every-
one inspired by the synergy 
of art and education.

Top News Repor
RAMBAN, Dec 20: The Parshasan 

Gaon Ki Aur campaign is progressing 
vigorously across Ramban district under 
the guidance of Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban, Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaudhary, as 
part of the ongoing Good Governance 
Week 2024.

On the second day of the campaign, a 
mega public grievance redressal camp 
was held in Gool, encompassing the par-
ticipation of residents from Block Gundi-

Dharam, Gool, and Sangaldan.
The event brought together officers and 

officials from various government depart-
ments to address the concerns and griev-
ances of the local community directly.

The program provided an open plat-
form for people to present their issues to 
officials, fostering transparency, account-
ability, and a spirit of collaboration.

A proactive approach was adopted 
during the event, with several grievanc-
es resolved on the spot, reflecting the 
administration’s dedication to responsive 

and efficient governance.
To facilitate the public, various depart-

ments set up stalls to register complaints 
and provide immediate solutions.

Key officers, including Tehsildar Gool S. 
Harjeet Singh, BDO Sangaldan Anamol, 
BDO Gool Sadam Hussein,   and other 
senior officials, actively participated in the 
campaign to ensure effective resolution 
of the issues raised by the community.

More than 50 grievances pertaining to 
different departments were resolved on 
the spot, while remaining issues were 

escalated to higher authorities for prompt 
redressal.

People said that the Parshasan Gaon 
Ki Aur initiative has emerged as a pivotal 
effort in bringing the administration closer 
to the people, ensuring on-spot resolution 
of their concerns.

This campaign stands as a testament 
to the district administration’s proactive 
approach in fostering good governance 
and enhancing the quality of life for resi-
dents across Ramban, they added.

Ayodhya Gupta organizes membership 
drive under Sangathan Parv

Parth Slathia of DPS 
Jammu wins gold medal in 
62nd Roller Skating C’ship

Students of ITEP showcase creativity 
through collage-making exhibition at 
GCoE

LM Thapar School of 
Management announces 
admissions for MBA, PhD 
Programs

JKBS remembers 
legendary Punjabi 
singer Lal Chand Yamla

Seven-day Winter Camp concludes 
at GCW Bhagwati Nagar

Workshop on “Web Development” 
organized by Computer Science and 
Engineering dept at CUJ

‘Parshasan Gaon Ki Aur’ campaign gains 
momentum across Ramban
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Actor Rakul Preet Singh and 
producer Jackky Bhagnani start-
ed 2024 with a high as they tied 
the knot in February. This year 
marked many firsts for them 
and the couple made the most 
of all the milestones. As the year 
draws to a close, they reflect on 
how they have impacted each 
other’s lives and turned it for the 
better.

Speaking about his wife, 
Jackky Bhagnani says, “The one 
thing which she has absolutely 
changed in my life and brought 
out in a good way is making me 
be on time and respect time. 
Being punctual is inbuilt in her 
because she’s from an army 
background. And that is some-
thing which she has brought 
about the change in me for good 
too.” He adds, “She also teach-
es me to see the good in people 
and how to compartmentalise 
between work and personal life.”

As for Rakul Preet Singh, she is 
in awe of her husband for being 
the source of happiness and fun 
in her life. “He can handle the 
toughest situation in the lightest 
way. When you know your part-
ner can make you laugh in any 
weak moment, it gives a sense 

of assurance. Not just that, he 
also gives me space to vent 
out. Sometimes it’s not about 
being overly expressive but just 
about asking about how you are 
doing and feeling, emotionally 
and mentally, and I am glad that 
I get that both from Jackky,” she 
says.

Marriage has changed their 

lives for the better, but how has 
it changed their date nights? “In 
your dating phase you put in a lot 
of efforts, but once you are mar-
ried, you’re like ‘aise hi milega’. 
It’s what you have signed up for, 
now you don’t have an option,” 
Rakul quips, adding, “Over 
time, the whole idea becomes 
to spend time together and not 

trying to impress with how you 
look. Of course, we dress well 
and not shabbily. But if it’s a 
home date, then it’s pajamas, 
and if it’s an outside dinner, then 
you obviously dress smart. More 
than the partner, you are scared 
of the paps catching you.”

Sharing his idea of dressing 
up for a date night, Jackky says, 
“It depends what the date night 
is. For a casual night, I prefer 
wearing a relaxed jeans with a 
t-shirt or a pull over, and pair it 
with a hat.”

Being a celebrity couple 
comes with a lot of scrutiny too, 
but Rakul is unperturbed by that. 
“It’s a part and parcel of what 
you do. As someone who’s in 
the media presence, you can’t 
pick and choose that this is what 
I like, but this I get affected with. 
You have to sort of come to a 
settlement with yourself as to 
how much is okay for you. I am 
very secure as a person and I 
don’t think that perfection comes 
from how you look at all times. 
There’s too much undue pres-
sure that we put on appearanc-
es. But I’m okay with not taking 
that pressure,” she ends.

Billie Eilish is report-
edly showing signs of 
paranoia, amidst ongo-
ing harassment from 
obsessive fans and the 
relentless spotlight that 
follows her every move. 
The 23-year-old hitmak-
er is said to be strug-
gling with the intense 
pressure that comes 
with fame, as insiders 
express concern for her 
well-being.

Billie Eilish increases 
her security detail

In 2021, Eilish took 
legal action against 
multiple stalkers, obtain-
ing a restraining order 
against a man who 
repeatedly showed up 
at her parents’ home 
and another who lurked 
outside her residence, 
even making disturbing 
gestures. According to 
the court documents, 
once, the man made a 
“throat-slitting gesture” 

at her, as reported by 
RadarOnline.

Additionally, the “What 
Was I Made For?” singer 
was granted another 
restraining order against 
53-year-old Shawn 
Christopher McIntyre, 
who had been bombard-
ing her with threatening 
messages on social 
media and targeting her 
friends and family.

Insider told the outlet, 
“That really shook her” 
and has since devel-
oped severe anxiet-
ies and is afraid of the 
dark. She also fears that 
“someone hiding under 
her bed and closet.”

The singer also bought 
two houses for her par-
ents in the same area 
in Los Angeles after 
the incidents. A source 
close to the singer told 
the outlet, “She stepped 
up her security detail 

and has taken to stay-
ing at her parents’ place 
because of fears that 
she’ll be spotted and 
harassed.”

Billie Eilish’s friends 
are worried about her

The insider shared, 
“She just doesn’t want 
to be alone and doesn’t 
want to interact with 
folks she doesn’t know. 
It’s gotten very worrying 
for her friends.” A source 
added, “It’s troubling. 
She needs help to get 
through this.”

The Paranoid singer 
has previously opened 
up about the mental 
health struggles that 
came with her rise to 
fame. While achieving 
worldwide success, she 
revealed that the intense 
pressures of being in the 
spotlight led her to expe-
rience depression and 
suicidal thoughts.

Rakul Preet Singh makes me see the good in 
people: Jackky Bhagnani

Billie Eilish ‘needs help’ as paranoia grows from 
past harassment: Report

Artistes must stand 
firm for their rights,” said 
actor Kuljinder Sidhu 
at the trailer release 
of his upcoming film 
Gurmukh—The Eyewit-
ness at a tricity mall. 
The movie, directed 
by eminent filmmaker 
Pali Bhupinder Singh, 
explores the relent-

less fight of a humble 
yet resolute man who 
becomes an unwilling 
witness to a heinous 
crime. Risking his life, 
he standing tall in the 
face of intimidation.

At the trailer launch, 
Kuljinder talked about 
Ranjit Bawa’s con-
cert getting cancelled 

at Himachal Pradesh 
amidst protests, “It is 
Ranjit Bawa’s right to 
perform in Himachal, 
and he should put up a 
fight.” Bawa has been 
facing the heat for hurt-
ing religious sentiments 
with his song Mera Ki 
Kasoor. “I went through 
all kinds of struggles 
in my first film Sadda 
Haq only. I was under 
pressure from many 
sides not to release the 
film, but I fought till the 
Supreme Court gave 
a nod for its release. 
Every artiste must fight 
for what’s their due,” he 
said.

Written by Aks Mehraj 
and Pali Bhupinder 
Singh, Gurmukh—The 
Eyewitness also stars 
Aakanksha Sareen, 
Gurleen Chopra, Sardar 
Sohi, Yaad Grewal and 
Malkeet Rauni. The film 
will release exclusively 
on the KableOne OTT 
platform on January 24, 
2025.

Singer and Actor Nick 
Jonas has found him-
self at the centre of a 
social media storm after 
reacting to a tweet by 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk. 
The playful exchange 
between the two public 
figures, which began 
with a meme from an old 
Jonas Brothers video, 
has left some fans with 
mixed reactions.

The interaction began 
when Musk retweeted 
a post from the Tesla 
Owners Silicon Valley 
account, claiming 
that Tesla’s stock had 
increased by 100 per 
cent since the 2024 US 
Presidential Election.

Musk followed up with 
a humorous comment, 
“My, how the tables 
have turned!” along with 

a GIF from a well-known 
Jonas Brothers video 
featuring Nick and Kevin 
Jonas rotating a brown 
coffee table. Noticing 
the post, Nick respond-
ed by retweeting Musk’s 
tweet, sharing a photo 
of the billionaire smiling 
and writing, “Take us to 
the year 3000.”

While the tweet 
appeared to be in good 

fun, it sparked mixed 
reactions from some of 
Jonas’ fans. One fan 
voiced their concern by 
commenting, “Is this a 
Trump post?!” and tag-
ging Jonas’ wife, actress 
Priyanka Chopra, 
asking her to ‘get your 
man’. Another person 
remarked, “Tweeting at 
Elon Musk is definitely 
a choice.”

YRF announced that 
Rani Mukerji’s highly 
anticipated Mardaani 3 
will release in theatres 
in 2026. The announce-
ment was made on the 
release anniversary 
of Mardaani 2, with a 
poster shared on social 
media. The film will go 
on floors in April 2025.

Alongside the poster, 
the makers wrote, “The 
wait is over! #Ran-
iMukerji is back as the 
fierce Shivani Shivaji 
Roy in #Mardaani3. In 
cinemas 2026 (sic).” 
The cop thriller, which 

stars Rani as the pro-
tagonist, has previously 
seen two successful 
installments.

Talking about the 
film, Rani, who will 
play Shivani Shivaji 
Roy, said, “I’m thrilled 
to announce that we 
are starting shooting 
Mardaani 3 in April 
2025! It is always spe-
cial to wear the police 
uniform and play a 
character that has only 
given me love. I’m proud 
to essay the character of 
this feisty cop again in 
Mardaani 3 as a tribute 

to all the unsung, brave, 
self-sacrificing cops who 
work tirelessly every 
single day to keep us 
safe.”

She continued, “When 
we set out to make 
Mardaani 3, we were 
hoping that we could 
find a script that would 
take the experience of 
watching a Mardaani 
franchise film higher. I 
am really excited about 
what we have at hand, 
and I’m only hoping that 
the audience too feels 
the same after watching 
Mardaani 3 in theatres.”

The actor added, 
“Mardaani is an 
extremely loved fran-
chise, and we have a 
certain responsibility to 
deliver to the expecta-
tions that people have. 
We will do our best to 
live up to this. Mardaani 
3 is dark, deadly and 
brutal. So, I’m intrigued 
to find out the response 
of the people towards 
our film. I hope they 
shower this film with the 
same amount of love 
that they have always 
given.”

‘Mardaani’ Part 1 
released in 2014. The 
film expanded with a 
sequel in 2019. Both 
of these films were 
massive hits at the box 
office.

Kuljinder Sidhu’s film Gurmukh—
The Eyewitness is about the fight of 
a common man against the system

Nick Jonas’ reply to Elon Musk’s 
tweet causes stir among fans

Rani Mukerji’s Mardaani 3 
to release in theatres in 2026

Kritika Kamra, who impressed the audience with 
Gyaarah Gyaarah, believes she has become more 

experimental with her roles
As 2024 comes to a close, 

actress Kritika Kamra is happy 
about the success of Gyaarah 
Gyaarah, reflective of dull peri-
ods in between and hopeful for 
2025. A spy drama, For Your 
Eyes Only, with Pratik Gandhi 
on Netflix and a lead role along-
side Vijay Verma in Amazon 
Prime’s Matka King, being 
directed by Nagraj Manjule, the 
coming year has a lot in store 
for Kritika.

But first up, let us know what 
she does on New Year Eve. “I 
like to take things slow since the 
last couple of years. For me it’s 
a time to reflect, as everywhere 
outside the rush is maddening. 
I like to spend some time with 
myself in some quiet corner 
or with a very small group of 
people whom I love and cher-
ish,” she shares. Kritika loves 
to travel in January, but only 
once the New Year crowd set-
tles down!

Back to work. Gyaarah Gyaa-
rah, produced by Guneet 
Monga Kapoor and Karan 
Johar, became one of the 
most-watched shows of 2024 
and connected her to a wider 
audience. “There was a prom-
ise of magic and it really turned 
out to be magical! I got to meet 
some amazing people while 
shooting that show and when 
it was released, the reactions 

surpassed our expectations. 
Whenever you work on some-
thing, you hope to strike a chord 
with the audiences, but Gyaa-
rah Gyaarah got me a lot more 
recognition and love from a dif-
ferent set of audience than my 
previous shows,” she says.

Kritika is happy that people 
who had seen her work on tele-
vision came back to rediscover 
her as a police officer in Gyaarah 
Gyaarah, which was a surprise 
for them. “A lot of people have 
come up to me and spoken 
about how they appreciated the 

versatility of my characters.”
Coming up
In the upcoming show For Your 

Eyes Only, Kritika play a pivotal 
part in a historic journey. “It’s a 
story that is about an important 
time in India and all the charac-
ters are a part of a very big plot. 
This is all I can share right now 
actually,” she laughs.

On the other hand, Matka 
King is the story of how betting 
became a mainstream phenom-
enon in Mumbai and other parts 
of the country. “I play a charac-
ter that is very different from 

everyone else that I’ve essayed 
on the screen before. For this 
role, I had to get into an entirely 
different look and also speak in 
a new dialect.”

Apart from challenging roles, 
Kritika is kicked about working 
with some of the best talents in 
the industry. Pratik Gandhi and 
Vijay Verma are the two actors 
she deeply respects. “I have 
always enjoyed their work on 
screen and now know that they 
are good co-actors as well,” she 
avers.

As for is equation with Pratik, 
she says, “After many years, I 
got a chance to reunite with him 
in For Your Eyes Only, which 
was a lovely surprise. To wit-
ness all the appreciation that 
he gets for his work and see his 
growth journey is really inspira-
tional as a fellow actor.”

Acting aside, Kritika is also 
hoping to expand her brand Cin-
nabar. “Chanderi is very close to 
my parents’ house and I’ve been 
going there since childhood. So 
the idea of this brand is to shine 
some light on the beautiful craft 
of Chanderi. So far it’s been 
more of a passion project and 
has got immense love, despite 
no marketing or any kind of 
push from our end. Next year, 
we have some big expansion 
plans.”
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NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Agencies): Sev-
eral Delhi schools received bomb-threat 
emails on Friday, making it the sixth such 
incident in the last 11 days, officials said. 
Security personnel conducted search opera-
tions at the schools, but nothing suspicious 
was found, an official said. “We received a 
call regarding the bomb threat at 5:02 am 
from DPS, Dwarka, in Sector 23,” the Delhi 
Fire Services (DFS) official said on Friday. 

Police, the fire department, bomb detection 
teams, and the dog squad participated in the 
search operation, but nothing was found so 
far, another official said. Around five schools 
in Dwarka, along with some in other districts, 
received similar emails, the official said. At 
some places, students were asked not to 
come to school, while others switched to 
online classes after receiving the threat, he 
added.

CHANDIGARH, Dec 
20 (Agencies): With 
the three north-Indian 
states of Punjab, Hary-
ana and Himachal 
Pradesh seeped in 
martial tradition, the 
region accounts for 
almost a quarter of the 
ex-servicemen popula-
tion across 34 states 
and union territories 
in the country, even 
though they form less 
than five per cent of 
the national land and 
human resource.

The total number of 
registered ex-service-
men in the country 
from all three services 
is 27,78,951, out of 
which the combined 
strength of ex-service-
men in these three 
states is 6,63,736, data 
shared by the Ministry 

of Defence with Parlia-
ment on Friday reveals.

This accounts for 24 
per cent of the nation’s 
veterans, whereas 
these form just 4.5 per 
cent of the country’s 
land area and 4.97 per 
cent of the national 
population. 

Defence exper ts 
believe that north India 
has among the largest 
peacetime concentra-
tion of serving and 
retired soldiers in the 
world.

At 3,59,523, Punjab, 
often referred to as the 
sword arm of the nation, 
has the second highest 
number of ex-service-
men. 

This year’s strength is 
a slight increase over 
last year’s number of 
3,27,212. While Punjab 

is ranked 16th among all 
states according to their 
share of the national 
population, it is the 
second highest contribu-
tor of troops to the Army.

Uttar Pradesh, also the 
country’s most popu-
lous state, has 4,21,145 
ex-servicemen. With 
2,09,523, Rajasthan 
occupies the third slot 
in the list, followed 
by Maharashtra with 
1,96,487.

Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh have an ex-
servicemen strength of 
1,75,637 and 1,28,576, 
respectively, placing 
them at the fifth and 
eighth place amongst 
other states. Bihar, 
Kerala and Uttarakhand 
are ahead of Himachal 
Pradesh.

As far as the Army is 

concerned, Punjab tops 
the list with 3,55,328 
ex-servicemen followed 
by Uttar Pradesh with 
3,49,880. 

Uttar Pradesh also has 
the highest number of 
ex-servicemen from the 
Navy and the Air Force.

The states of Punjab, 
Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh form a strong 
component of the Infan-
try. 

The Sikh Regiment 
and the Sikh Light 
Infantry draw troops 
exclusively from Punjab, 
while troops from Hary-
ana form up the Jat 
Regiment. 

The Dogra Regiment 
draws the bulk of its 
troops from Himachal 
Pradesh with some 
recruitment also done 
from adjoining areas of 

Jammu region. Most of 
the troops in the Punjab 
Regiment are from 
Punjab with a small 
component coming from 
neighbouring areas of 
Himachal Pradesh and 
Jammu.

Troops belonging to 
these states also form a 
large number of class-
specific squadrons and 
batteries in other combat 
arms like the Armoured 
Corps, the Regiment of 
Artillery and the Corps of 
Engineers.

The governments in 
these states also have 
initiated a large number 
of welfare schemes for 
ex-servicemen and their 
dependents besides 
introducing financial 
benefits for the families 
of those killed in action 
or on duty.

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Lok Sabha 
MP and Samajwadi 
Party MP Akhilesh 
Yadav on Friday hit out 
at the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) over Amit 
Shah’s remarks on BR 
Ambedkar in Parlia-
ment, claiming that the 
ruling party is trying to 
weaken the constitution 
and democracy.

Speaking to ANI, 
after the Lok Sabha 
adjourned sine die, 
the SP chief noted that 
Babasaheb’s Constitu-
tion shows the way to 
take the country for-
ward.

“Parliament session 
might be concluding 
today, but issues don’t 
conclude. The insult 
to Babasaheb Ambed-
kar and the attitude of 
the BJP towards him-

-opposition demands 
that he should admit 
his mistake and apolo-
gize... If we have to take 
the country forward, 
Babasaheb’s Constitu-
tion shows the way. BJP 
attempts to weaken 
the Constitution and 
democracy from time 
to time,” Yadav said.

He also slammed the 
FIR filed against Lok 
Sabha Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi and 
termed it a “false case.”

“We will have to 
understand the tactics 
of the BJP. They first 
do unconstitutional 
things and do injustice. 
When you stand with 
those who have faced 
injustice, they slap false 
cases. This is not hap-
pening for the first time. 
This is BJP’s strategy,” 
Yadav said.

SP MP Dimple Yadav 
also held BJP MPs 
responsible for the 
scuffle, injuring two 
ruling party’s parlia-
mentarians, that hap-
pened in the parliament 
premises yesterday.

“Only the BJP MPs 
are responsible for the 
standoff we saw yester-
day at Makar Dwar. We 
had never seen such a 
standoff,” she said.

Demanding an apol-
ogy from BJP MPs, 
he said, “We want the 
BJP MPs to apologize 
because they have 
insulted Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar, who is an 
idol for every citizen of 
the country...”

“BJP goes ahead with 
just one side. It never 
goes ahead with India’s 
Constitution, democ-
racy, and its people. I 

think the BJP should 
apologize for tomor-
row’s face-off because 
only the BJP govern-
ment and BJP MPs are 
responsible for it,” she 
said.

MP Jaya Bachchan 
also described the 
parliament scuffle as 
a man-made incident: 

“It was a man-made, 
created incident. They 
were stopping people 
from going up the 
steps. I am witness to 
it. They were stopping 
people...How can you 
be covering the steps? 
They were pushing and 
jostling,” the Samajwadi 
Party leader said.

SILIGURI, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday lauded the 
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) for 
its pivotal role in securing the 
country’s borders with friendly 
nations such as Nepal and 
Bhutan and its contribution to 
combating Naxalism in Bihar 
and Jharkhand.

Addressing the 61st Raising 
Day celebrations of the SSB 
in West Bengal’s Siliguri, Shah 
said, “The Sashastra Seema 
Bal has played a key role in 
securing our borders with 
friendly nations such as Nepal 
and Bhutan. Its alertness and 
presence have ensured a 
sense of security in the Sili-
guri Corridor and the Eastern 
region.”

Referring to the SSB’s 
efforts in tackling left-wing 

extremism, the Home Minister 
noted, “The SSB has played 
an important role in ending the 
menace of Naxalism in Bihar 
and Jharkhand. Their proac-
tive approach along with other 
security agencies and local 

police has significantly weak-
ened naxalism activities in 
Chhattisgarh.”

On the occasion, Shah urged 
the force to curb the activi-
ties of anti-national elements 
during border movements and 

ensure that they are handed 
over to law enforcement agen-
cies.

“The 61st Foundation Day of 
the SSB is a day to reaffirm our 
commitment to national secu-
rity. 

The soldiers of the SSB have 
done a wonderful job in pri-
oritising national interests and 
preventing illegal activities,” he 
said.

Shah also commended the 
SSB for its unique initiatives in 
fostering cultural integration.

“The SSB has done a com-
mendable job by connect-
ing the culture, language and 
heritage of border villages 
of India with the mainstream 
of the country. This initiative 
strengthens the bond between 
the nation and its border com-
munities,” he added.

Several Delhi schools receive bomb-threat mail, 
no suspicious items found

Forming just 4.5 per cent of country’s area, region 
accounts for quarter of ex-servicemen strength: MoD

BJP attempts to weaken constitution, democracy: 
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

SSB played key role in securing borders and 
combating Naxalism: Amit Shah

YENDAGANDI, Dec 
20 (Agencies): The 
dead body of a 45-year-
old unidentified man 
was delivered to a family 
here in West Godavari 
district in a box with a 
demand for over Rs 
one crore claiming it 
to be the compounded 
amount of a loan taken 
years ago, police said 
on Friday.

The box was delivered 
at the under construc-
tion house of the family 
on Thursday night.

District superinten-
dent of police Adnan 
Nayeem Asmi said the 
box was delivered to 
the family of four with a 
letter demanding them 
to pay up Rs 1.35 crore.

“Last night the body 
reached this place 
(under construction 
house),” Asmi told 
agency, adding police 
were probing the case to 
unearth further details.

According to police 
sources, the box was 
delivered to Sagi Tula-
si’s under construction 
home at Yendagandi vil-
lage in Undi mandal in 
an autorickshaw.

Incidentally, Tulasi’s 
husband went miss-
ing more than 10 years 
ago and never returned 
home, prompting her to 

live with her parents.
Asmi said Tulasi lived 

with her parents until her 
younger sister arrived 
and later she moved to a 
rented accommodation.

Later, Tulasi started 
constructing a house 
about one km away from 
her parents’ home and 
started receiving help 
from a philanthropist, 
who had sent her high 
quality tiles and paints 
in September.

According to the police, 
the unidentified philan-
thropist told Tulasi that 
as they both belonged 
to the same caste and 
that she was a ‘widow’, 
he was helping her.

Similarly, a message 
was sent to Tulasi on 
Thursday that she would 
receive some electrical 
goods such as motors 
and other articles and 
the box was delivered, 
with the body in it, police 
said.

Upon discovering the 

corpse, Tulasi’s family 
informed the police. 
Along with the body, 
they also found a letter 
which claimed that Tula-
si’s husband had taken 
a loan of Rs 3 lakh back 
in 2008, which has now 
compounded to Rs 1.35 
crore.

“’So, if you don’t want 
anything bad to happen, 
you should pay up”, 
police said quoting from 
the letter, adding the 
family does not have 
such financial muscle. A 
property dispute angle 
was also being sus-
pected.

“We are checking 
up on all the missing 
people in the last three 
to four days. After post 
mortem (of the body) 
we will get more clarity,” 
said the SP.

Meanwhile, Asmi 
noted that the younger 
son-in-law of the family 
has been missing since 
yesterday.

IMPHAL, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Security 
forces have recovered 
sophisticated weapons, 
including foreign-made 
arms, during search 
operations in parts 
of Imphal East and 
Kangpokpi districts in 
Manipur, police said on 
Friday.

A 7.62 mm Russian 
RPD machine gun and 
a 5.56 mm INSAS rifle 
were recovered from 
Nungbram and Lairok 
Vaiphei areas in Imphal 
East district, a state-
ment said.

Two more firearms, 
four hand grenades, 
two wireless radio sets 

and ammunition were 
also seized from there 
on Thursday, it said.

Three arms, a deto-
nator, an improvised 
explosive device (IED) 
and ammunition were 
recovered from Nepali 
Khutti area near Laima-
ton Thangbuh in Kang-
pokpi district.

Security forces have 

been conducting search 
operations across Mani-
pur after violence broke 
out in May last year.

More than 250 people 
have been killed and 
thousands rendered 
homeless in ethnic vio-
lence between Meiteis 
and Kuki-Zo groups in 
Manipur since May last 
year.

LUCKNOW, Dec 
20 (Agencies): Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on 
Friday courted contro-
versy with his remarks 
on Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb and his lin-
eage. Speaking at an 
event in Uttar Pradesh, 
the BJP leader claimed 
that descendants of the 
controversial Mughal 
ruler are now living 
near Kolkata, earning 
their livelihood as rick-
shaw pullers.

Highlighting what he 
described as the “divine 
justice of history”, Adity-
anath said, “Some told 
me that Aurangzeb’s 
descendants are living 
near Kolkata, earn-
ing their livelihood as 

rickshaw pullers. Had 
Aurangzeb not defied 
divinity and engaged in 
destructive acts against 
temples and religious 
sites, his progeny might 
not have faced such cir-
cumstances”.

Yogi Adityanath also 
expressed his dissatis-
faction over the atroci-
ties against Hindus in 
countries like Bangla-
desh, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, urging the 
community to preserve 
Sanatana values.

“Our sages envi-
sioned the concept of 
‘Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam’ (the world is 
one family) thousands 
of years ago. Sanatan 
Dharma is the only reli-
gion that has offered 

refuge to all sects and 
faiths during times of 
crisis. However, has the 
same treatment been 
extended to Hindus in 
return? What transpired 
in Bangladesh, and 
earlier in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, is a testi-
mony to the challenges 
faced by Hindus,” the 
Chief Minister said 
during a gathering at 
Asarfi Bhawan Peeth 
in Ayodhya.

Adityanath highlighted 
the historical destruc-
tion of Hindu temples, 
mentioning significant 
sites like Kashi Vishwa-
nath Dham, Ayodhya, 
Sambhal (associated 
with Kalki Avatar), and 
Bhojpur. “Hindu tem-
ples have been repeat-
edly targeted over cen-
turies,” he added.

Aurangzeb, who ruled 
India in the 17th century, 
has been a polarising 
figure in Indian history. 
While some view him as 
a capable administrator, 
others criticise his reli-
gious policies and the 
destruction of temples 
during his regime.

Parcel horror for Andhra 
woman as she finds dead body 
inside, shocking details emerge

Arms, ammunition recovered in 
Manipur’s Imphal East, Kangpokpi

Aurangzeb’s descendants 
are now rickshaw pullers, 
claims Yogi Adityanath

On the occasion, Shah urged the force to curb the activities of anti-national elements during 
border movements and ensure that they are handed over to law enforcement agencies.

BJP attempts to weaken the Constitution and democracy from time to time. 
Amit Shah should admit his mistake and apologize.
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SEOUL, Dec 20 (Agencies): 
Investigators probing sus-
pended South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol over his 
foiled martial law bid on Friday 
ordered him to appear before 
the country’s corruption 
watchdog on Christmas Day 
-- after he snubbed a previous 
summons this week.

Conservative leader Yoon 
was stripped of his duties by 
parliament last weekend fol-
lowing his short-lived Decem-
ber 3 martial law declaration, 
which plunged the country 
into its worst political turmoil 
in decades.

Yoon faces impeachment and 
criminal charges of insurrection 
that could see him jailed for life, 
or even face the death penal-
ty, over a drama that stunned 
democratic South Korea’s allies 
around the world.

He is being investigated by 
prosecutors as well as a joint 
team of police, defence minis-

try and anti-corruption investi-
gators.

“The Joint Investigation Head-
quarters has notified President 
Yoon Suk Yeol of a second sum-
mons request,” the latter said in 
a statement Friday.

The hearing at the Corruption 
Investigation Office (CIO) is 
scheduled for 10:00 am (0100 
GMT) on December 25. If Yoon 
shows up, he will become the 
first sitting South Korean presi-

dent to appear before an inves-
tigative agency.

Yoon failed to attend a hear-
ing he was summoned to on 
Wednesday and gave no reason 
for his absence.

Prosecutors earlier this week 
had ordered Yoon to appear 
for questioning or face possible 
arrest, but they have handed the 
case over to the CIO.

CIO chief Oh Dong-woon told 
parliament on Tuesday they 

were also “reviewing” whether 
to issue an arrest warrant.

Yoon has been suspended 
from his position, and the Con-
stitutional Court on Monday 
began proceedings to determine 
whether to uphold his impeach-
ment. It has around six months 
to rule on the matter.

The court has been requesting 
documents related to the martial 
law declaration, but they have 
now been returned undelivered 
three days in a row.

“The attempt to serve docu-
ments to the respondent, the 
president, failed. Meaning that 
they could not meet him,” said 
a spokesperson for the court.

“We are reviewing other 
options,” she added.

Former President Park Geun-
hye was impeached under simi-
lar circumstances to Yoon, but 
she was investigated after the 
constitutional court removed her 
from power.

Suspended South Korean President summoned by 
corruption watchdog on Christmas

MOSCOW, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin said that he was 
ready to compromise 
over Ukraine in possible 
talks with US President-
elect Donald Trump on 
ending the war and had 
no conditions for starting 
talks with the Ukrainian 
authorities.

Trump, a self-styled 
master of brokering 
agreements and author 
of the 1987 book “Trump: 
the Art of the Deal”, has 
vowed to swiftly end the 

conflict, but has not yet 
given any details on how 
he might achieve that.

Putin, fielding ques-
tions on state TV during 
his annual question and 
answer session with 
Russians, told a reporter 
for a US news channel 
that he was ready to 
meet Trump, whom he 
said he had not spoken 
to for years.

Asked what he might 
be able to offer Trump, 
Putin dismissed an 
assertion that Russia 
was in a weak position, 

saying that Russia had 
got much stronger since 
he ordered troops into 
Ukraine in 2022.

“Soon, those Ukraini-
ans who want to fight 
will run out, in my opin-
ion, soon there will be 
no one left who wants 
to fight.

We are ready, but the 
other side needs to be 
ready for both negotia-
tions and compromises.” 
Putin said that Russia 
had no conditions to 
start talks with Ukraine 
and was ready to 
negotiate with anyone, 
including President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
Zelenskyy, whose term 
has technically expired 
but who has delayed an 
election because of the 
war, would need to be 
re-elected for Moscow 
to consider him a legiti-
mate signatory to any 
deal to ensure it was 
legally watertight, said 
Putin.

Ready to meet Trump over 
Ukraine negotiations: Putin

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 20 (Agencies): Malaysia’s Gov-
ernment has agreed in principle to accept a second “no 
find, no fee” proposal from a US company to renew the 
hunt for flight MH370, which is believed to have crashed 
in the southern Indian Ocean more than 10 years ago, 
Transport Minister Anthony Loke said Friday.

  Loke said Cabinet ministers gave the nod at their meet-
ing last week for Texas-based marine robotics firm Ocean 
Infinity to continue the seabed search operation at a new 
15,000-square-kilometer site in the ocean.

“The proposed new search area, identified by Ocean 
Infinity, is based on the latest information and data analy-
ses conducted by experts and researchers. 

The company’s proposal is credible,” he said in a state-
ment.

The Boeing 777 plane vanished from radar shortly after 
taking off on March 8, 2014, carrying 239 people, mostly 
Chinese nationals, on a flight from Malaysia’s capital, 
Kuala Lumpur, to Beijing.

Satellite data showed the plane deviated from its flight 
path to head over the southern Indian Ocean, where it 
is believed to have crashed.

An expensive multinational search failed to turn up any 
clues, although debris washed ashore on the east African 
coast and Indian Ocean islands. A private search in 2018 
by Ocean Infinity also found nothing.

Loke said the government will not be required to pay 
Ocean Infinity unless the plane’s wreckage is discovered, 
under the same “no find, no fee” deal. He said his ministry 
hopes to finalize negotiations for terms and conditions of 
the agreement with Ocean Infinity in early 2025.

“This decision reflects the government’s commitment to 
continuing the search operation and providing closure for 
the families of MH370 passengers,” he added.

Ocean Infinity CEO Oliver Punkett earlier this year 
reportedly said the the company had improved its tech-
nology since 2018. 

He has said the firm is working with many experts to 
analyse data and narrow the search area to the most 
likely site.

DAMASCUS, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Top diplo-
mats from the Biden 
administration are in 
Damascus on Friday 
to meet new Syrian 
authorities led by Hayat 
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), 
a State Department 
spokesperson said, the 
first in-person and offi-
cial meeting between 
Washington and Syria’s 
de-facto new rulers.

The State Depart-
ment’s top Middle East 
diplomat Barbara Leaf, 
Presidential Envoy for 
Hostage Affairs Roger 
Carstens and newly 
appointed Senior Advi-
sor Daniel Rubinstein, 
who is now tasked with 
leading the Depart-
ment’s Syria engage-
ment, are the first US 
diplomats to travel to 
Damascus since Syria’s 
opposition militias over-
threw oppressive Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

The visit comes as 
Western governments 
are gradually open-
ing channels to HTS 

and its leader Ahmed 
al-Sharaa, and start 
debating whether or not 
to remove the terror-
ist designation on the 
group. The US delega-
tion’s travel follows con-
tacts with France and 
Britain in recent days.

In their meetings, the 
US officials will discuss 
with HTS representa-
tives a set of principles 
such as inclusivity and 
respect for the rights of 
minorities that Wash-
ington wants included 
in Syria’s political tran-
sition, the spokesperson 
said.

The delegation will 
also work to obtain new 
information about US 
journalist Austin Tice, 

who was taken captive 
during a reporting trip 
to Syria in August 2012, 
and other American 
citizens who went miss-
ing during the Assad 
regime.

“They will be engaging 
directly with the Syrian 
people, including mem-
bers of civil society, 
activists, members of 
different communities, 
and other Syrian voices 
about their vision for 
the future of their coun-
try and how the United 
States can help support 
them,” the department 
spokesperson said.

“They also plan to 
meet with representa-
tives of HTS to discuss 
transition principles 

endorsed by the United 
States and regional part-
ners in Aqaba, Jordan,” 
the spokesperson said.

The United States 
cut diplomatic ties with 
Syria and shut down its 
embassy in Damascus 
in 2012.

In a seismic moment 
for the Middle East, 
Syrian rebels seized 
control of Damascus on 
Dec. 8, forcing Assad to 
flee after more than 13 
years of civil war, ending 
his family’s decades-
long rule.

The lightning offensive 
raised questions over 
whether the rebels will 
be able to ensure an 
orderly transition.

Forces under the 
command of al-Sharaa 
- better known as Abu 
Mohammed al-Golani 
- replaced the Assad 
family rule with a three-
month transitional gov-
ernment that had been 
ruling a rebel enclave 
in Syria’s northwestern 
province of Idlib.

Washington in 2013 

designated al-Sharaa a 
terrorist, saying al-Qae-
da in Iraq had tasked 
him with overthrowing 
Assad’s rule and estab-
lishing Islamic sharia 
law in Syria. It said the 
Nusra Front, the pre-
decessor of HTS, car-
ried out suicide attacks 
that killed civilians and 
espoused a violent sec-
tarian vision.

US President Joe 
Biden and his top aides 
described the over-
throw of Assad as a his-
toric opportunity for the 
Syrian people who have 
for decades lived under 
his oppressive rule, but 
also warned the coun-
try faced a period of risk 
and uncertainty.

Washington remains 
concerned that extrem-
ist group ISIS could 
seize the moment to 
resurrect and also wants 
to avoid any clashes in 
the country’s northeast 
between Turkey-backed 
rebel factions and US-
allied Kurdish militia.

Malaysia agrees to resume 
‘no find, no fee’ hunt  for 
flight MH370, 10 years after 
plane disappeared

US diplomats arrive in Damascus to meet Syrian 
rulers days after Assad’s ouster

MOSCOW, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Russia on 
Friday sentenced a res-
ident of east Ukraine’s 
Lugansk region to 16 
years in prison for “high 
treason”, Moscow’s FSB 
security service said. 

Moscow regularly 
hands heavy sentences 
to people it accuses of 
spying for Ukraine and 
has also consistently 
imprisoned Ukrainians 
in Russia and occupied 
regions. 

The unnamed man 
was sentenced by a 
military court in Russia’s 
southern city of Rostov-
on-Don.  

Prosecutors said he 
had handed information 
on the Russian armed 
forces to Kyiv’s security 
services. 

The FSB, cited by 
Russian news agencies, 
said the man was found 
guilty of state treason, 
being an accomplice in 
terrorist acts as well as 
the illegal handling and 
transport of explosives. 

The court ordered he 
serve his sentence in 
a high-security penal 
colony. The TASS 
news agency published 
a video showing the 
man’s arrest, in which 
FSB officers stopped a 

car, dragged a man out 
and threw him to the 
ground, before hand-
cuffing him and taking 
him to the local head-
quarters of the secu-
rity force. The video 
showed a man with his 
face blurred -- filmed by 
the FSB -- saying he 
had been recruited by 
Ukraine’s SBU security 
service in 2016.  

Russia regularly 
releases confession 
videos filmed by the 
FSB after arrests. 

Moscow’s Ukraine 
offensive has dragged 
on for nearly three 
years.

ATHENS, Dec 20 (Agencies): A speed-
boat carrying migrants capsized Friday 
morning off the eastern Greek island 
of Rhodes, leaving eight dead and 18 
rescued, Greek authorities said.

  The coast guard said the incident 
occurred while the speedboat was car-
rying out “dangerous maneuvers” to 
try and evade a patrol vessel, causing 

migrants to fall into the sea.
A rescue effort is underway involving 

coast guard vessels and a helicopter 
as it was unclear whether other pas-
sengers were missing, authorities said.

Rhodes, one of several large Greek 
islands located near the coast of Turki-
ye, is on a busy illegal smuggling route 
in the eastern Mediterranean.

KYIV, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): A Russian mis-
sile strike killed one 
person and wounded 
nine others early on 
Friday morning, Ukrai-
nian officials said, an 
attack that U.S. Ambas-
sador Bridget A. Brink 
described as “brutal.”

“Early this morning 
Russia launched a 
ballistic missile attack 
against the capital, kill-
ing a civilian and result-
ing in debris and fires 
around the city,” Brink 

said in a statement on 
social media.

Brink added that the 
United States and its 
partners were “surging 
security assistance and 
energy support” to the 
country “in response to 
these brutal attacks.”

First responders were 
battling fires in the 
streets, and several 
high-rise buildings were 
damaged. Debris had 
fallen in at least four 
districts in the city, Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko 

said on the Telegram 
messaging app.

More than 600 build-
ings, including more 
than a dozen medical 
sites, were without heat 
after the strike dam-
aged a heating main in 
the city’s southwestern 
Holosiivskyi District, he 
said. Seventeen schools 
and 13 kindergartens 
also were without heat 
early Friday.

Russia last month 
launched several aerial 
assaults that targeted 
energy infrastructure 
throughout Ukraine.

“Ukraine needs more 
air defense systems,” 
Ukraine’s Defense Min-
istry said on Friday. 
“Russian terror must be 
stopped.”

Nine people had been 
injured, including four 
who were hospitalized, 
the mayor said, revising 
the number of injured 
from the previous seven.

DHAKA, Dec 20 (Agencies): Bangla-
desh is not going to become another 
Iran or Afghanistan, as far as the rights 
of women are concerned. Neverthe-
less, it’s women who are bearing the 
brunt of the recent political upheaval 
in the country.

The radical elements which have the 
support of the present interim govern-
ment seem to be on a mission to muffle 
the freedom that women have had until 
now.

“I have never covered my head or 
face with a scarf and never will. I am 
a woman and enjoy being one, why 
should anyone object to what I wear? 
Things have changed for the worse. 
A woman wearing western clothes is 
often subject to cat calls, threatened 
or looked down upon,’’ Naseem Rahat 
Bano*, a writer in Dhaka told agency.”

“We will not give in to the radicals who 
seem to be getting comfortable inside 
our once tolerant country,” added Bano. 
She is most comfortable wearing west-
ern dresses and enjoys having a glass 
of wine while socializing.

It is not just older women but even 
teenage girls who are now being ser-
monized and admonished.

“My teenage daughter is under peer 
pressure to cover up as she fears 
being bullied and trolled. When we are 

at home she is fine, but the world has 
changed outside though we are opti-
mistic that this would not be a perma-
nent feature,’’ said Bano.

There is a lot of concern and fear, 
which is also experienced by men who 
support women for the choices they 
make.

“I am ok with whatever the women 
in my family want to wear but get 
extremely worried when they are out 
of the house and fear their being bul-
lied, scoffed at and even attacked in 
public. Our country has gone offtrack. 
Our history is being denied, Pakistan 
has become a friend from being a 
foe and India is viewed as an enemy 
even though it has been a supporter all 
through,’’ said Rafik who works with a 
publishing house in Dhaka.

Interestingly, when there was a regime 
change, the narrative was against the 
former Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
Sheikh Hasina. Four months since then, 
the narrative appears to be changing 
yet again but in her favour.

Whether the situation on the ground 
changes or remains the same is yet to 
be seen, but until then women like Bano 
will continue resisting the radical forces 
to protect their rights which include the 
freedom to wear what they want.

Russia jails Ukraine resident for 16 
years over charges of ‘treason’

Greece says 8 dead, 18 rescued 
as  speedboat with migrants 
capsizes near island

1 dead in ‘brutal’ Russian 
missile attack on Kyiv, US 

ambassador says

Women’s rights under threat 
in Bangladesh amid growing 
radicalism, intolerance

Suspended South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol faces impeachment and criminal 
charges of insurrection that could see him jailed for life, or even face the death penalty.

“Ukraine needs more air defense systems,” 
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said.
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BJP, Congress’ cases 
over Parliament scuffle 

to be given to Crime 
Branch: Report

attempt to murder.
We have filed a complaint with Delhi 

Police against Rahul Gandhi for assault 
and incitement. We have mentioned in 
detail the incident that happened today 
outside Makar Dwar, where NDA MPs were 
protesting peacefully. We have given a 
complaint under Sections 109, 115, 117, 
125, 131 and 351. Section 109 is an 
attempt to murder, Section 117 is voluntary 
causing grievous hurt,” BJP MP Anurag 
Thakur told reporters.

‘Human error’ caused 
2021 chopper crash 
that killed CDS Bipin 

Rawat: Parl panel 
report

To be sure, the Indian Air Force revealed 
in January 2022 that the crash took place 
due to spatial disorientation of the pilot in 

bad weather, then its first official statement 
on the accident. The IAF probe ruled out 
negligence, mechanical failure, or sabo-
tage as possible causes of the accident. 
The panel’s report, tabled in Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday, listed out reasons for 34 air 
crashes during 2017-22. These included 
human error (aircrew), human error (ser-
vicing), technical defect, foreign object 
damage and bird hit. Some accidents are 
still under investigation.

Former Haryana CM 
Om Prakash Chautala 

passes away in 
Gurugram

Tihar jail aged 87. He was released in 
2020.

7 dead, over 35 injured 
in fire after gas tanker 

collides with other 
vehicles on Jaipur 

highway
burnt inside. The situation will become 

clear once all the vehicles are thoroughly 

checked, they said.
Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal 

Sharma and Health Minister Gajendra 
Singh Khimsar rushed to the SMS Hospital, 
where the injured were admitted. Sharma 
spoke to administration officials and doc-
tors and issued directions to ensure proper 
treatment was facilitated. He also visited 
the accident site and spoke to police offi-
cials.

n a post in Hindi on X, the chief minister 
said, “Deeply saddened to hear the news 
of casualties in the gas tanker fire inci-
dent on the Jaipur-Ajmer National High-
way. As soon as the information about the 
incident came, I went to the SMS Hospital 
and directed the doctors there to provide 
immediate necessary medical facilities and 
take proper care of the injured.”

Jaipur Police Commissioner Biju George 
Joseph and other officials of the depart-
ment were at the spot on the highway.

No manual scavenging 
found in J&K’s Ramban 

district: Officials
with this, objections, if any, regarding this 

declaration are hereby invited from the 
general public or claimants. Such objec-
tions must be submitted in writing to the 

Office of District Social Welfare Officer, 
Ramban, within 15 days from the date of 
publication of this notice”.

 “The objections may be submitted in 
person or sent via email to dswo.ramban@
gmail.com. After the stipulated period, if no 
objections are received, the district will be 
officially notified as Manual Scavenging 
Free,” it further reads.

J&K: Sopore Police 
destroys seized drugs 
worth over Rs 1 crore

worth over Rs. 1 crore. This consign-
ment of Narcotic/Psychotropic Drugs 
were seized in 21 different NDPS Cases 
registered in different Police Stations of 
Police District Sopore. The destruction was 
done through incineration at earmarked/
approved location at Lassipora Pulwama. 
During incineration, 123.728 Kgs of Poppy 
Straw/Powder, 2811 Bottles of Codeine 
Phosphate & 28316 Capsules of Spasmo-
proxyvon has been destroyed after follow-
ing all legal requirements as envisaged 
under Rules, 2022 & was done strictly in 
compliance to directions issued by the 
Hon’ble Special Court (NDPS) Baramulla.

Income Tax Department 

Unearths Hawala Cash 
Network for Dubai 

Properties
Further investigations under the Income 

Tax Act, 1961 and the Black Money Act, 
2015, are underway.

Cold wave continues in 
Kashmir, Srg records 

season’s coldest night
coldest night so far at minus 6.2 degree 

Celsius.
Several areas in valley records continue 

dip in mercury while both the capital of UT 
on Friday recorded coldest nights of the 
season.

The famous Ski resort Gulmarg, record-
ed a minimum temperature of minus 6.0 
degree Celsius.

Pahalgam, a famous tourist destination, 
recorded a low of minus 8.

2 degree Celsius while Shopian in South 
Kashmir recorded a low of minus 10.0 
degree Celsius. Also, Qazigund, a gate-
way of Kashmir, recorded a low of minus 
7.6 degree Celsius while Kupwara in north 
Kashmir recorded minus 6.5 degree Cel-
sius. Kokernag in South Kashmir recorded 
a low of minus 5.8 degree Celsius.

FROM PAGE 3

Top News Report
JAMMU  /LUDHIANA, Dec 20: A good turnout of 

investors, brokers and buyers were witnessed at a day 
long investment roadshow here today. The roadshow 
showcased Sushma Group’s diverse portfolio, includ-
ing projects across Ludhiana, Chandigarh tricity and 
Kasauli.

Prateek Mittal of Sushma Group said, “The road-
show has allowed us to connect with a wide network 
of investors and brokers of Ludhiana who recognize 
the potential of Punjab’s real estate sector. We are 
committed to delivering value-driven opportunities that 
align with their expectations.” 

Top News Report
JAMMU / YAMU-

NANAGAR, Dec 20: 
“Kidney failure is a criti-
cal condition, but kidney 
transplantation offers 
patients a chance at 
a new, healthier life. 
ABO- incompa t i b l e 
kidney transplants, a 
cutting-edge procedure 
for patients who do not 
have a blood-group-
compatible donor.”

Addressing a press 
conference here on 
Friday Dr. Neeraj 
Goyal associate direc-
tor kidney transplant 
at Alchemist Hospital 
Panchkula said , “ABO 
transplants are highly 
complex and require 
advanced treatments 
such as plasmapher-
esis to remove anti-
bodies and desensitize 
the patient’s immune 
system. Despite these 
challenges, our results 
have matched global 
standards. This capabil-
ity allows us to provide 
hope to patients who 
might otherwise have 
no options,”

“Paired exchange 
transplants require pre-
cise coordination and 
exceptional surgical 
expertise. These proce-
dures are a testament to 

human compassion and 
medical advancement. 
Successfully perform-
ing this transplant has 
been one of the most 
rewarding moments in 
my career,” Dr. Goyal 
said.

At Alchemist Hospital, 
our focus on innovation, 
precision, and compas-
sionate care ensures 
the best outcomes for 
our patients. With over 
350 successful kidney 
transplants, we are set-
ting benchmarks for 
excellence in this field,” 
he said.

Dr. Goyal also high-
lighted the critical need 
to promote organ dona-
tion in India. Despite a 
population of 140 crore, 
the country has only 0.8 
organ donors per mil-
lion, leaving thousands 
of patients in dire need.

“Organ donation is 
a life-saving act, and 
awareness is essential. 
Our team at Alchemist 
is committed to not only 
performing complex 
transplants but also 
educating the public on 
the importance of pledg-
ing to donate organs. 
Together, we can bridge 
the gap between the 
growing demand and 
the limited supply of 
organs,” he opined.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: Apollo 

Tyres, under Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity, inaugurated a new 
Healthcare Centre in 
Jammu. The primary aim 
of the Healthcare Centre 
would be awareness 
generation on HIV/AIDS, 
prevention of Sexually 
Transmitted Infections 
(STIs), awareness gen-
eration and testing for 
Vision Care, Tuberculosis 
and Non-Communicable 
Diseases (Diabetes and 
Hypertension).

Apollo Tyres Healthcare 
Centre is staffed with an 
MBBS Doctor, a Phar-
macist, an Optometrist, 
Outreach Workers and a 
Project Coordinator. The 
Healthcare Centre will 
provide essential services 
such as comprehensive 
prevention and aware-
ness programmes for 
HIV/AIDS, Vision Care 

and critical Tuberculosis 
education.

The services will also 
focus on the early detec-
tion of non-communicable 
diseases like diabetes 
and high blood pressure. 
Also, the general treat-
ment facilities will ensure 
that all community health 
needs are met effectively 
and compassionately.

The Healthcare Centre 
in Jammu is the 1 stone 
in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Narwal Trans-
port Nagar, where it is 
situated, is a bustling hub 
for the region’s business 
and trade, and supports 
vital industries such as 
textiles, handicrafts and 
handloom with over 3000 
trucks making a stop 
every day.

This Apollo Tyres 
Healthcare Centre will 
cater to over 10,000 
members of the trucking 
community.

A nominal registration 
fee of Rs 20/- per month 
will enable the Drivers, 
and the allied communi-
ty, to avail these services 
at any of the 33 Apollo 
Tyres Healthcare Centres 
across the country.

Apollo Tyres launched 
its healthcare programme 
for the trucking commu-
nity in the year 2000, and 
has since reached out to 
over 10 million people.

Through all the Health-
care Centres, the organ-
isation has reached out 
to over one million people 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, for aware-
ness generation amongst 
the trucking community. 
Apollo Tyres also facili-
tated COVID-19 testing 
of over 8000 people, 
and vaccination of over 
75,000 people from the 
trucking community, 
with the support of local 
administration.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

St. Mary’s Infant Con-
vent School (SMICS) 
ushered in a two-day 
Christmas extravaganza 
with a vibrant and heart-
warming inauguration 
ceremony on Friday.

The kickoff to the two-
day Christmas festivities 
transformed the pre-pri-
mary wing of the school 
into a winter wonder-
land as young children, 
dressed as angels, 
shepherds, and Santa 
Claus, brought the spirit 
of Christmas to life.

The event was hon-
ored by the presence 
of several esteemed 
guests, including Dr. 
Ruth K. Masehi, Head 
of Department of Eng-
lish at MAM College, 
Jammu, and Cluster 
University of Jammu; 
Rev. Robin Gill, Retired 
Finance Head of Indian 
Oil Corporation and 
distinguished social 

reformer; and Fr. Jaffat 
Masih, Assistant Priest 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Jammu and Director 
of Youth Commission 
of Diocese of Jammu-
Srinagar.

School Chairperson 
Anna Mary and Direc-
tor Anthony Ignatius 
welcomed the special 
guests, expressing grat-
itude for their presence 
and support. As a token 
of appreciation, they 
presented each guest 
with a potted plant, sym-
bolizing growth, pros-
perity, and the nurturing 
spirit of the school.

The program com-
menced with a welcome 
address by Principal 
Sheetal Anthony, which 
was followed by the aus-
picious lighting of the 
lamp by the esteemed 
dignitaries.

 Thereafter, the little 
stars of the pre-primary 
wing of SMICS stole the 
show with their delightful 
performances. From the 

angelic voices singing 
carols to the energetic 
dance performances 
and captivating skits, 
the children’s talent and 
enthusiasm filled the air 
with Christmas cheer.

The school admin-
istration honored dis-
tinguished guests Dr. 
Masehi, Gill, and Fr. 
Masih.

Overwhelmed by 
the young performers’ 
talent and enthusiasm, 
the guests showered 
them with praise. They 
also commended the 
school’s visionary lead-
ership, acknowledging 
SMICS as a beacon of 
educational excellence 
that is illuminating the 
future of the region.

The first day of the fes-
tivities concluded with a 
grand finale, featuring 
a beautifully adorned 
crib symbolizing the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 
The National Anthem 
marked the end of this 
joyous and spiritually 
uplifting event.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: Well-

known eminent senior 
contemporary Inter-
nationally acclaimed 
Sculptor Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma selected for 
“Leonardo Devenci Award 
- 2024 “ “Renowned Artist 
of the year  - 2024” by  
Kala Kunj Foundation” 
Rajasthan.

The Award will be pre-
sented to Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma on 25th Decem-
ber 2024 in a grand 
award ceremony to be 
held at Kala Sankul New 
Delhi.

The organizing com-
mittee of Kala Kunj 
Foundation and Director 
/ Founder Rajni Sharma 
conveyed selection mes-

sage to Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma and wishes more 
success and congratulat-
ed to receive this presti-
gious award.

 It is to mention here 
that Ganesh Kumar 
Sharma is recipient of 
so many State, Nation-
al and International 
awards and honors from 
so many art organiza-
tions. Ganesh Sharma’s 
art works displayed at 
International art exhibi-
tions and prestigious art 
galleries throughout the 
world.  Ganesh Sharma 
is working and promot-
ing the art and culture of 
Jammu and Kashmir UT 
from more than forty five 
years and have brought 
so many laurels.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

Bharti Airtel (“Airtel”), 
one of India’s leading 
telecommunications 
service providers, today 
announced that it has 
entered into a partner-
ship with Zee5, India’s 
leading OTT platform 
to offer exciting digital 
content to its WiFi cus-
tomers. All customers 
on plans starting at Rs. 
Rs.699 or higher will 
have Zee5 included as 
part of their Airtel WiFi 
plan at no additional 
cost.

Following this partner-
ship, Zee5’s exclusive 
content, that includes 
original shows, chart-
buster titles, OTT 
movies and series 
across multiple languag-
es will now be available 
on Airtel WiFi for view-
ers, giving them access 

to an exhaustive catalog 
of digital content. From 
popular titles like Sam 
Bahadur, RRR, Sirf 
Ek Bandaa Kaafi Hai, 
Manorathangal, Vikkata-
kavi, The Chronicles of 
Amaragiri, AindhamVed-
ham, Gyaarah Gyaarah 
amongst many others, 
Airtel WiFi customers 
can now enjoy a vast 
repository of 1.5 lakh+ 
hours of content.

Amit Tripathi, Chief 
Marketing Officer & 
EVP Customer Experi-
ence - Bharti Airtel said, 
“ Partnerships are at 
the core of Airtel’s DNA 
and we are delighted 
to partner with Zee5 in 
our endeavor to build a 
world-class digital con-
tent ecosystem. Zee5’s 
rich library adds a lot 
of depth to our content 
portfolio, enhancing the 
overall experience for 

our users. We remain 
committed to building 
our content portfolio 
with a single agenda of 
delighting our custom-
ers with the very best”.

Manish Kalra, Chief 
Business Officer, ZEE5 
stated, “ At ZEE5, it has 
been our endeavor to 
democratize access to 
high-quality entertain-
ment by making our 
diverse content library 
available to a larger 
audience. The col-
laboration with Airtel 
strengthens our commit-
ment to offering viewers 
a seamless entertain-
ment experience across 
genres, languages, and 
formats. With integration 
of ZEE5 for Airtel Broad-
band users, we aim to 
cater to a wide audience 
base, ensuring engag-
ing, personalized story-
telling for every user.”

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: 

Under the entrepreneur-
ship and skill develop-
ment program of the 
Union Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises, SKUAST-K 
organized five skill train-
ing programs in various 
parts of Jammu region. 
All the programmes 
were conducted with 
the overall supervision 
of Vice Chancellor, 
SKUAST-K, Prof Nazir 
Ahmad Ganai, and 
Nodal Officer (MSME)/
Director Research 
SKUAST-K, Prof Haroon 
Rashid Naik.

One program was 
conducted at Panchay-
at Dabbar, Block Bish-

nah in District Jammu, 
Panchayat Nagrota, 
Block Purmandal and 
Govt. Degree College, 
Ramgarh in District 
Samba whereas two 
program at Pachayat 
Gair and Govt Degree 
College Marheen in Dis-
trict-Kathua in collabora-
tion with Department of 
Agriculture and Family 
Welfare, GoJK.

Course Coordina-
tor of the trainings, Dr 
Sushil Kumar, Professor 
(Entomology) DPMO, 
SKUAST-K, educated 
the participants on the 
safe handling, applica-
tion, laws and regula-
tions, storage, and dis-
posal of pesticides to 
minimize risks to human 
health and the environ-

ment.
The main aim of these 

programmes was to 
create awareness 
among the rural youths 
and farmers regarding 
the safe use of pesti-
cides and generate the 
employment opportuni-
ties through exploring a 
wide range of job oppor-
tunities while contribut-
ing to safety, sustain-
ability, and environmen-
tal health.

SKUAST-K has been 
entrusted with skill 
development of youth 
and promotion of entre-
preneurial ecosystem 
in J&K and Ladakh UTs 
by the Union Ministry 
of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises, 
New Delhi.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 20: The Health Centre Com-

mittee of GCW Gandhi Nagar organised a 
free AYUSH generic medicine distribution 
camp for hostel inmates of the college. 
Generic medicines provide the same thera-
peutic benefits as brand-name medicines but 
at a lower cost, making them more acces-
sible to students.

They are approved by health authorities as 
being equivalent in dosage, safety, strength, 
and quality. This initiative helps ensure that 
all students have access to essential medi-
cations without financial strain.

The camp was organised for two days 
under the esteemed guidance of Principal of 
the College Dr S.P Saraswat who applauded 
the efforts of organizing  committee for the 
successful completion of the event.

The convener of the committee Dr Anu-
pama Pandotra coordinated the activity 
along with the committee members includ-
ing Dr Shaista Ajaz, Prof Raheela Mushtaq, 
Dr. Raj Kumar Santhal.

Dr Zenuka Gupta, Medical Officer AYUSH 
discussed the benefits of the generic 
medicines for the female wellness with the 
inmates  and distributed them along with 
Mohd Akram at wellness centre of the col-
lege.

The camp was organised for the hostel 
inmates and were accompanied by the 
hostel warden Anita Kotwal and supporting 
team Ms Vandana.

The students responded positively to the 
camp, expressing gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to access free medication. Many of 
them appreciated the informative sessions 
led by Dr. Zenuka Gupta, which increased 
their awareness of the benefits of generic 
medicines.

The initiative was well-received and seen 
as a crucial support for their health and well-
being.

 The camp was a great success and aimed 
to promote traditional healthcare practices 
and enhance awareness about AYUSH sys-
tems.

St. Mary’s Infant Convent School’s Pre-
Primary Wing spreads Christmas cheer

Airtel, Zee5 partner to 
bring exciting Zee5 content 
to Airtel WiFi customers

Investment roadshow 
held at Ludhiana

Transplant gives new lease 
of life to kidney failure 
patients: Dr Neeraj Goyal

Sculptor Ganesh Sharma 
to receive “Leonardo 
Devenci Award - 2024

Apollo Tyres inaugurates Healthcare 
Centre for trucking community

SKUAST-K organizes 5 skill 
trainings in Jammu region

GCW Gandhi Nagar organises 
Medical Distribution Camp
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Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 20: The Kashmir 
Traders and Manufacturers Federation 
(KTMF), President Mohammad Sadiq 
Baqal, has voiced serious concerns over 
the introduction of the Intelligent Traf-
fic Management System (ITMS) and the 
e-challan system by the traffic department 
in Srinagar district. While acknowledging 
the need for modern traffic management 
solutions, Mr. Baqal emphasized that the 
implementation of this system must be 
preceded by adequate infrastructure and 
stakeholder engagement. “We are not 
against the ITMS e-challan system,” said 
Baqal. “However, the fundamental issue 
lies in the lack of proper parking facilities 
in the busy areas of Srinagar city, particu-
larly in the century-old markets, bazaars, 
downtown, and civil lines areas. Without 
addressing these issues, the e-challan 
system only adds to the hardships faced 
by shopkeepers and customers alike.”

The KTMF President highlighted that 
the government has been repeatedly 
approached with representations to 
resolve the parking crisis in Srinagar city. 
Yet, no tangible steps have been taken 
to provide parking spaces, particularly 
in the old city of Shehr-I-Khaas and civil 
lines areas. “Shopkeepers are already 
grappling with financial difficulties and 
low sales,” he noted. “Now, the e-challan 
system is creating additional problems. 
Vehicles parked for just a few minutes 
to facilitate shopping are photographed 
and e-challans are issued online. This 
approach, implemented without consult-
ing stakeholders, is unfair to both shop-
keepers and customers.”

Baqal also pointed out the significant 

disparity between fines for traffic viola-
tions and the costs faced by local busi-
nesses. “For example, while shoppers 
may spend anywhere from 100 to 500 
rupees at local outlets, the fines issued 
by the traffic department range between 
1,000 to 2,000 rupees. This creates an 
imbalance, where small inconveniences 
for customers and shopkeepers lead to 
disproportionate penalties. It is not only 
unfair but also discourages customers 
from frequenting local markets.”

He called on the traffic department to 
grant relaxations in the e-challan system 
until proper parking facilities are made 
available. “People need time to under-
stand the new system. It is essential to 
provide them with the necessary infra-
structure to comply with the rules effec-
tively,” he added.

In addition to addressing traffic man-
agement concerns, Baqal urged the 
community to prioritize purchasing daily 
needs and other items from local shop-
keepers. “Our local businesses have 
suffered immensely over the decades 
due to various challenges. It is time we 
support them to ensure their survival and 
growth,” he said. “Shopkeepers provide 
employment and pay all taxes, playing 
a crucial role in the region’s economy. 
By supporting local businesses, we can 
create opportunities for the younger gen-
eration, reducing unemployment and 
steering youth away from harmful activi-
ties like drug abuse.” Baqal emphasized 
the need for unity and collaboration within 
the community. “We must introspect and 
work collectively for the welfare of our 
trade community, setting aside personal 
interests. Together, we can transform our 
region into a welfare state,” he concluded.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: GDC Marh 
in collaboration with SBI orga-
nized one day awareness pro-
gramme on Social Security 
Scheme for the college faculty, 
students and staff and shared 
its different technicalities asso-
ciated with the processing of 
the same under the guidance of 
the Principal Prof (Dr.) Rakesh 
Kumar Koul.

In the opening remarks prin-
cipal of the college appreci-
ated the initiative taken by the 
SBI personnel for organizing 
the camp for the welfare of 
the staff and the students and 
introducing them with various 
government schemes and loan 
facilities.

He also emphasized on the 

significance of financial Litera-
cy, financial freedom and need 
of becoming rich by increasing 
self employment among the 
youth of the nation.

The officials from SBI who 
were the resource person for 
the awareness programme 
were Mr. Ramesh Raina 
(Financial Literacy Counceller), 
Gourav Kumar (RDS),  Rakesh 

Sharma (CSP) and Ravi Bhagat 
(CSP, State Head,VEDAVAJ). 
Ramesh Raina threw light on 
various government schemes, 
loan facilities for self employ-
ment, ATAL Pension Scheme 
for the age group of 18 to 40 
years people and Online frauds.

He also acquainted audience 
about  all the ways to safeguard 
themselves from various types 

of cyber crimes.
One of the significant out-

come of the camp was that the 
students and faculty showed 
interest in opening online zero 
balance account with 2 lakh 
insurance and accounts were 
opened wherein ATM cards 
and passbook were also on 
spot  given to them in college 
conference room.

The whole programme was 
coordinated by Dr. Ashu 
Jolly,Dr. Sheetal Devi, Prof. 
Schin Bhagat and other mem-
bers of the cultural Committee.

Refreshment was given to all 
the participants and a cup of 
tea was served to the guests 
and the faculty. The formal vote 
of thanks was given by Prof. 
Sachin Bhagat (HOD Political 
Science). 

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 20: 
The employees of the 
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) (R&B), 
Kashmir, under the 
Chief Engineer North 
Kashmir, are facing 
severe hardships as 
they have been work-
ing without salaries for 
the past four months. 
This includes staff 
across 3 Superintend-
ing Engineer Offices, 
15 Divisions, and 31 
Sub-Divisions under the 
New Pension Scheme 
(NPS). 

The affected employ-
ees include Assistant 

Engineers, Junior Engi-
neers, AAOs, Drafts-
men, Junior Assistants, 
and MTS staff, who 
have been struggling to 
meet their financial obli-
gations due to the pro-
longed delay in salary 
disbursement. 

The government intro-
duced the New Pension 
Scheme (NPS) with 
promises of enhanced 
benefits and financial 
security for employees. 

However, each year, 
NPS employees face 
pro longed salar y 
delays, ranging from 3 
to 6 months, causing 
immense financial dis-
tress. 

The emp loyees 
request the government 
to prioritize timely salary 
disbursement under 
NPS to ensure they can 
fulfill their responsibili-
ties effectively. 

Despite their dedica-
tion to work, the lack of 
salaries for four months 
has made their situation 
untenable. 

It is an earnest appeal 
to the authorities to 
take immediate action 
to address this press-
ing issue and ensure a 
regular salary mecha-
nism for the hardwork-
ing staff under NPS of 
PWD (R&B) Kashmir.

Top News Report

BARAMULLA, Dec 
20: Deputy Commis-
sioner Baramulla, Minga 
Sherpa, handed over a 
cheque of Rs 2.47 lakh 
from the Red Cross 
Society to the Chief 
Medical Officer Baram-
ulla to provide nutrition-
al support to tuberculo-
sis (TB) patients under 
the Nikshay Poshan 
Yojana. The scheme 
aims to enhance the 
nutritional status of TB 
patients, aiding their 
recovery and overall 
well-being.

On the occasion, the 
DC also distributed 

nutritional baskets to 
two TB patients, sym-
bolizing the administra-
tion’s commitment to 
ensuring comprehen-
sive care for those bat-
tling the disease.

The event was held 
in the presence of the 
Chief Planning Offi-
cer Baramulla, District 
Tuberculosis Officer 
(DTO) Dr. Asif, and 
other officials.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that the District 
Administration Baram-
ulla has adopted 165 
TB patients, reinforc-
ing its proactive efforts 
to eradicate TB and 

achieve the national 
goal of a TB-Free India 
by 2025.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC Baramulla 
emphasized the need 
for collaborative efforts 
to combat TB and urged 
all stakeholders to 
actively contribute to the 
success of such initia-
tives. He reiterated the 
administration’s dedica-
tion to public health and 
welfare programs.

This initiative is a vital 
step towards strength-
ening the healthcare 
system in the district 
and ensuring better out-
comes for TB patients.

Parking First, E-Challans 
later: KTMF

GDC Marh organises SBI Social Security Scheme 
Awareness Camp

Employees of PWD (R&B) 
Deptt Kashmir urge Govt to 
address salary delays

DC Baramulla hands over Rs 2.47 
lakh cheque for nutritional 

support to TB patients

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: The J&K Joint Churches 
Fellowship on Friday organized a vibrant 
Christmas Rally in Jammu City. 

The procession commenced from Shahidi 
Chowk and traversed through key city loca-
tions, including Residency Road, Raghu-
nath Bazar, City Chowk, Shalamar Road, 

Parade, Library Chowk, Kachi Chawni, 
Panjtirthi, CPO Chowk, Jain Bazar, Link 
Road, Purani Mandi, Kanak Mandi, and 
finally culminated back at Shahidi Chowk.

The rally featured Santa Claus, beautifully 
decorated tableaus portraying angels and 
King Herod, and captivating performances 
by church choirs singing worship songs 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. These 
elements drew admiration from participants 

and onlookers alike. Market associations 
warmly welcomed the procession at vari-
ous points, offering refreshments to the 
participants.

The event was led by notable organizers, 
including Rev. Shoukat Peter (President, 
Joint Churches Fellowship), Rev. Hemant 
Digal (St. Paul’s Church), Fr. Arul (Catho-
lic Church), Rev. Musraf Bhatti, Rev. Rohil 
Mattoo, and several pastors and community 

leaders.
At the conclusion, the organizers extend-

ed heartfelt gratitude to the district admin-
istration, Jammu Police, and traffic authori-
ties for their support, as well as the JMC 
staff, shopkeepers, and general public for 
their cooperation and warm hospitality. 

Special thanks were conveyed to the 
media teams for their extensive coverage 
of the event.

Top News Report

SAMBA, Dec 20: Centre for 
Organic and Natural Farming 
(CONF), SKUAST-Jammu in 
collaboration with KVK, Samba 
organized one-day training 
cum awareness program on 
Organic and Natural Farming 
under the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Program (HADP) 
project on Alternate agriculture 
Systems for Sustainability on 
Friday. The program aimed to 
educate and empower local 
women farmer’s by imparting 
knowledge on best practices 

for enhancing crop quality and 
marketability.

The training was conducted 
under the leadership of Prof. 
(Dr.) B.N.Tripathi, Vice Chan-
cellor SKUAST-Jammu. The 
event was inaugurated by Prof. 
Sanjay Khajuria, Head KVK, 
Samba who welcomed Chief 
guest Prof. Parshant Bakshi 
Head CONF, SKUAST-J and 
Project Coordinator, Prof. Balbir 
Dhotra, P.I. of the HADP proj-
ect and more than 50 women 
farmers actively participated in 
the event.

In his inaugural address Prof. 

Khajuria discussed the various 
initiatives taken by this KVK for 
promotion of Natural farming in 
Samba area.

He stressed that organic farm-
ing not only strengthens the 
agricultural economy but also 
enhances the living standards 
of the rural populace.

He showcased the ongoing 
initiatives aimed at providing 
technical and advisory support 
to farmers, fostering sustain-
able agricultural practices in 
Samba.

In his presidential address, 
Prof. Bakshi emphasized the 
significance of the HADP proj-
ect and its role in promoting 
soil health of the region. He 
also highlighted the economic 
potential of expanding the cul-
tivation area under organic and 
natural farming. All the women 
farmers take pledge of using 
organic manures in their kitchen 
gardens.

Dr. Balbir Dhotra, Professor, 
CONF and P.I discussed the 
significance of this project and 
also taught the various meth-
ods of preparation of Jeevamrit, 

Bejamrit, Neem Astra, Panch-
gavya to the participants.

A practical demonstration 
was also conducted for Panch-
gavya preparation and its mode 
of application which was highly 
appreciated by the participants.

During the event, various 
small tools (sickle and khurpa) 
were also distributed among 
the women farmers. Their 
active participation enriched 
the event, providing practical 
insights into the ground reali-
ties faced by farmers.

A demonstration of sparying 
through Drone was also given 
to the participants in the fruit 
orchards with the aim to show 
them Drone didi Yojana.

The program was managed 
by Dr. Shalini Khajuria, Dr. Amit 
Mahajan and Dr. A.K.Sinha, sci-
entists of KVK, Samba.

The training concluded with a 
positive response from women 
farmers, who expressed their 
gratitude for the valuable infor-
mation shared and vowed 
to implement the knowledge 
gained in their farming prac-
tices.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Dec 20: The 
District Administration Kisht-
war, organized a mega event 
“Kishtwar Autumn Fest” and 
All India Level Kavi Sammelan/
Mushaira to create awareness 
of JKBOPEE and to publicize 
admissions, Prashan Gaon Ki 
Aur, Khelo India and Mission 
Yuva Initiative.

Sheetal Devi, World Cham-
pion in Para Archery and 
proud daughter of Kishtwar, 
was warmly welcomed by the 
Deputy Commissioner; Shagun 
Parihar MLA Kishtwar also 
graced the event.

Pertinent to mention that, 
Sheetal Devi is adopted as the 
Youth Icon of District Kishtwar 
to inspire and motivate talented 
youth.

Various departments also 
show cased their products, 
schemes and activities through 
stalls and attended public griev-
ance camps. Deputy Commis-
sioner Kishtwar, Rajesh Kumar 
Shavan inspected the stalls.

Notably, the camp witnessed 
participation of thousands of 
the students, parents, and the 
artists.

The dignitaries inaugurated 
the program by lighting the cer-
emonial lamp, followed by the 

singing of the National Anthem.
The Deputy Commissioner 

also highlighted the imple-
mentation of flagship Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes in 
the district and the initiatives 
undertaken for the welfare of 
the common people, youth, and 
students.

Meenu Mahajan, Chairman, 
JKBOPEE, along with Secre-
tary JKBOPEE Shabeer Ahmed 
Keen, also spoke on the occa-
sion.

Renowned singers like 
Chaman Lehri and Zahida 
Taranum captivated the audi-
ence with their scintillating per-
formances.

Local singers, including Vivan 
Goswami (5 years, child artist), 

Shafkat Rasool, Nidhi Aryan, 
Suraj Aryan, Falak Bilal, Burhan 
Sheikh, and Anuj Manhas, also 
entertained the audience with 
their exceptional talent.

A mesmerizing group dance 
performance by Kishtwar Act 
Production added to the fes-
tive atmosphere, while Tavishi 
Anand, an international gold 
medalist in dance, delivered an 
enthralling performance.

All participants were honoured 
with mementos as tokens of 
appreciation.

The event saw active partici-
pation from senior dignitaries, 
including SSP Kishtwar Javed 
Iqbal, ADC Kishtwar Pawan 
Kotwal, PO ICDS/CEO KDA 
Rishi Kumar Sharma, CPO 

Kishtwar Shahnawaz Bali, 
ACR Kishtwar Idrees Lone, 
ACD Kishtwar, SDM Marwah, 
SDM Chatroo, SDM Paddar, 
and other prominent officers 
and officials.

In another event, an All-India 
Level Kavi Sammelan/Mushaira 
was held at the GDC Auditorium 
Kishtwar, featuring renowned 
poets from across the country.

Prominent national-level poets 
Shakeel Azmi, Sampad Saral, 
and Varun Anand alongside 
famous poets from the Union 
Territory and Chenab Valley 
enthralled the audience with 
their literary compositions.

The public of Kishtwar was 
mesmerized by the presence 
of international figures of art 
and literature at the All-India 
Mushaira, promoting peace and 
brotherhood.

It is worthwhile to mention that 
the district administration of 
Kishtwar has launched a cam-
paign to aware youth for skill 
Development programs, Adult 
literacy, environment conserva-
tion and talent hunt to channel-
ize their potential and data of 1 
lakh. has been compiled in the 
district collectorate.

The administration is striving 
hard to reach to them and imple-
ment all schemes on ground.

J&K Joint Churches Fellowship hosts grand Christmas Rally

Training program on organic and natural farming 
conducted at KVK Samba

Autumn Fest and All-India Level Kavi Sammelan/
Mushaira held at Kishtwar

Expresses concerns over ITMS e-challan system without 
adequate infrastructure
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MUMBAI, Dec 20 
(Ag enc i e s) :  The 
Mumbai Cricket Asso-
ciation (MCA) has dis-
missed Prithvi Shaw’s 
dramatic outburst fol-
lowing his withdrawal 
from the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy squad, claiming 
that the volatile batter 
has repeatedly violated 
disciplinary guidelines 
and is “his own enemy”. 
The official revealed 
that Shaw’s fitness 
issues were so signifi-
cant during the Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy that 
the team was “forced to 
hide” him on the field.

“The ball would pass 
near him, and he would 
barely make an effort to 
reach it,” the official said, 
speaking anonymously 
to the news agency. 
“Even while batting, he 
struggled to reach the 
ball. His fitness, disci-
pline, and attitude are 
lacking, and we cannot 
have different rules for 
different players.”

The concerns extend-

ed beyond his on-field 
performance, as Shaw 
reportedly missed train-
ing sessions and fre-
quently returned to the 
team hotel at odd hours. 
These behaviors have 
led to mounting frustra-
tion among senior team 
members, who have 
begun voicing their dis-
pleasure.

Prithvi Shaw, excluded 
from the 16-member 
Vijay Hazare squad 
despite being part of 
Mumbai’s title-win-
ning Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy campaign, 
took to social media to 
express his disappoint-
ment. However, the 
MCA official dismissed 
the impact of such 
posts, emphasizing that 
the selectors’ decisions 
would not be influenced 
by public sentiment. 
“Social media posts will 
not sway the Mumbai 
selectors or the MCA. 
Shaw needs to focus on 
his game, not on gaining 
sympathy,” the official 

remarked.
Shaw’s teammate 

and Mumbai cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer also 
addressed the issue, 
offering blunt advice fol-
lowing Mumbai’s Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy vic-
tory. “He needs to get his 
work ethics right. If he 
does, the sky’s the limit 
for him,” Iyer said. “We 
can’t babysit anyone. 
At the end of the day, 
it’s his responsibility to 
figure things out for him-
self.”

Prithvi burst onto the 
cricket scene with a 
remarkable Test debut 
in 2018, scoring a cen-

tury against the West 
Indies at just 18 years 
old. However, his career 
trajectory has since fal-
tered. Shaw has played 
only four additional 
Tests, the last of which 
was in 2020. His ODI 
and T20I appearances 
have also been sparse, 
with no international 
white-ball games since 
2021.

Off-field controversies 
and inconsistent perfor-
mances have overshad-
owed Shaw’s talent. 
In October, he was 
dropped from Mumbai’s 
Ranji Trophy squad and 
assigned a fitness pro-

gram at the MCA Acad-
emy, which he allegedly 
failed to follow diligently.

Adding to the woes, 
Shaw went unsold at 
the IPL auction despite 
setting a modest base 
price of Rs 75 lakh. This 
marked another blow for 
the player once hailed 
Indian cricket’s next big 
star.

The cricketing com-
munity has expressed 
disappointment at Prith-
vi Shaw’s inability to 
capitalise on his poten-
tial. “No one is Shaw’s 
enemy. He is his own 
enemy,” the MCA official 
concluded, summarising 
the sentiment surround-
ing the player.

For Shaw, the path 
to redemption lies in 
introspection, improved 
fitness, and a renewed 
commitment to his craft. 
Only then can he hope 
to revive his career and 
fulfil the promise he 
once showed.

DUBAI, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): Expectedly, the 
International Cricket 
Council announced that 
India will play their 2025 
Champions Trophy 
matches at a neutral 
venue.

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) was given 
the hosting rights of the 
tournament in 2021 but 
its Indian counterpart, 
BCCI, refused to travel 
to the country citing 
security concerns. 
According to the ICC, 
a similar arrangement 
will be adopted for all 
the ICC tournaments till 
2027.

A source in the know 
of things told The New 
Indian Express that 
India are set to play 
their Champions Trophy 
matches in Dubai.

“We have been verbal-
ly intimated by the ICC. 
Even as we are awaiting 
an official confirmation 
in this regard, Dubai is 
set to host India match-
es including knockouts 
if the Men in Blue make 
it to that stage,” added 
the source.

The ICC finally ended 
the deadlock and con-
firmed through a state-
ment that the PCB pro-
posed the neutral venue 
concept.

“The ICC Board 

has today (Thursday) 
approved that match-
es between India and 
Pakistan played at ICC 
events during the cur-
rent rights cycle from 
2024 to 2027 (which 
are to be hosted in 
India or Pakistan) will 
be played at a neutral 
venue proposed by 
the tournament host. 
This will apply to the 
ICC Men’s Champions 
Trophy 2025 (Pakistan), 
ICC Women’s Cricket 
World Cup 2025 (India) 
and the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2026 (India 

and Sri Lanka),” the 
world governing body 
said in the statement.

The Champions 
Trophy is slated in 
February-March next 
year. The ICC said the 
match schedule will be 
announced soon.

“In addition, the PCB 
has been awarded host-
ing rights of the ICC 
Women’s T20 World 
Cup in 2028, where neu-
tral venue arrangements 
will also apply. Cricket 
Australia has also been 
awarded hosting rights 
for one of the senior 

ICC women’s events 
during the period 2029 
to 2031,” added the ICC.

The situation may get 
complicated if teams 
from India and Paki-
stan reach the knock-
out stages in all these 
events. If that happens, 
then fans from the neigh-
bouring countries would 
be devoid of watching 
their favourite players 
in action in their respec-
tive countries. It can also 
complicate issues for the 
players and support staff 
from both teams as they 
would be forced to travel 
to the chosen neutral 
venues for their matches 
more than once.

Notably, India has not 
travelled to Pakistan 
since the 2008 Mumbai 
terror attack. Pakistan 
had played a bilateral 
series in India in 2012 
but since then the two 
teams have not engaged 
in any bilateral series. 
They, however, played 
each in the ICC events 
with Pakistan touring 
India for the 2023 ODI 
World Cup.

The two boards even 
adopted a hybrid model 
for the 2023 Asia Cup 
which preceded the ODI 
World Cup. India played 
their matches including 
the final in Sri Lanka. 

This time, PCB chief 
Mohsin Naqvi, however, 
insisted on a formula on 
equal terms.

“At the moment, we are 
talking to settle it once 
for all. I promise, what-
ever will happen will 
happen on equal terms. 
Whatever it is, it would 
be for the long term not 
only for the Champions 
Trophy. Things will be 
decided for the upcom-
ing tournaments as 
well,” Naqvi had earlier 
this month.

Meanwhi le ,  the 
announcement on 
Thursday became the 
first major decision 
taken by the ICC after 
former BCCI secretary 
Jay Shah took over as 
the chair of the world 
body. Pakistan won 
the last edition defeat-
ing India in the final. It 
was played in the UK 
in 2017. The top-eight 
teams from the 2023 
ODI WC qualified for the 
Champions Trophy with 
Sri Lanka missing out 
as they finished ninth, 
only ahead of the Neth-
erlands. For the 2025 
Champions Trophy, 
eight teams will be divid-
ed into two groups with 
the top two sides from 
each group advancing to 
the semifinals.

Prithvi Shaw is his own enemy: Mumbai Cricket breaks 
silence on Vijay Hazare snub

Dubai may host India matches in 2025 
Champions Trophy

KINGSTOWN, Dec 20 (Agencies): 
Bangladesh capped off a strong come-
back on their Caribbean tour with a 
commanding 80-run win over West 
Indies in the third T20I at Arnos Vale, 
St. Vincent, on December 20. This vic-
tory secured a 3-0 series sweep, mark-
ing their first clean sweep in T20Is in 
nearly two years.

Batting first, Bangladesh set a for-
midable total of 189/7, their highest 
T20I score in the West Indies. Jaker 
Ali played a starring role, smashing 
an unbeaten 72 off just 41 balls. The 
bowlers then delivered a clinical perfor-
mance, bundling out the West Indies for 
109, their lowest-ever T20I total against 
Bangladesh.

Jaker Ali continued his stellar form, 
anchoring the innings with six sixes and 
three fours. The match saw a dramatic 
moment when Jaker appeared to be 
run out after a mix-up with Shamim 
Hossain. However, the third umpire 
adjudged Shamim out instead, allowing 
Jaker to resume his innings. He capi-

talised on the reprieve, smashing 20 
runs off the 18th over and three sixes in 
the final over bowled by Alzarri Joseph, 
leading Bangladesh to a strong finish.

Earlier, Parvez Hossain Emon pro-
vided a quick start, replacing the injured 
Soumya Sarkar. His 39 off 21 balls 
included two sixes and four boundar-
ies, helping Bangladesh score 54 runs 
in the powerplay. Despite losing wickets 
in the middle overs, Jaker’s brilliance 
ensured a competitive total.

Rishad Hossain’s Impactful Bowling
Bangladesh’s bowlers, led by Rishad 

Hossain, dominated the West Indies 
batting lineup. Taskin Ahmed set the 
tone by dismissing Brandon King early, 
while Mahedi Hasan continued his fine 
run by removing Nicholas Pooran for 
the third time in the series.

Rishad Hossain was the standout per-
former with 3/20, executing a sharp run-
out of Johnson Charles and dismissing 
Rovman Powell, Gudakesh Motie, and 
Alzarri Joseph. The hosts struggled 
to build partnerships, with Johnson 
Charles and Nicholas Pooran offering 
the only resistance.

This sweep marked a significant turn-
around for Bangladesh, coming after a 
3-0 loss in the ODI series. The emphatic 
performances from Jaker Ali and Rishad 
Hossain signal promising prospects for 
the team as they build momentum for 
future challenges.

CAPE TOWN, Dec 
20 (Agencies): South 
Africa captain Temba 
Bavuma has set his 
sights firmly on a his-
toric achievement as his 
team stands on the brink 
of making their first-ever 
ICC World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) Final, set 
to take place at Lord’s in 
June 2025. With South 
Africa currently leading 
the points table for the 
ongoing WTC cycle, 
Bavuma is determined 
to guide his side to the 
final, a prestigious mile-
stone for the team and 
the country’s cricketing 
history.

South Africa hold the 
top position in the WTC 
standings with 63.33%, 
placing them within 
touching distance of 
securing a spot in the 
much-anticipated final. 
Their next challenge 
comes in the form of a 
two-match Test series 
against Pakistan, with 
the first match sched-
uled for December 26 
at SuperSport Park in 
Centurion, followed by 
the New Year’s Test 
at Newlands in Cape 
Town, starting January 
3.

Reflecting on the sig-
nificance of this opportu-
nity, Bavuma expressed 

the team’s collective 
goal. “The World Test 
Championship, it’s a 
World Cup for the red-
ball players,” Bavuma 
said. “We’ve obviously 
set our sights on seeing 
ourselves in that final.” 
The upcoming series 
against Pakistan is 
crucial, as a win in one 
of the two Tests would 
guarantee their place in 
the final.

The competition for 
the top spots is fierce, 
with reigning champi-
ons Australia (58.89%) 
and two-time runners-
up India (55.88%) trail-
ing South Africa in the 
standings. After sweep-
ing Sri Lanka 2-0 in 
their most recent series, 
South Africa’s chances 
of reaching the final 
look strong. Bavuma 
was optimistic, saying, 
“We’ve given ourselves 
a very good opportunity 
to do so and we’re quite 

close to that. We’ve 
played some good crick-
et as a team. We’d want 
to continue that. That 
championship means 
a lot as well to cricket 
around the world.”

In addition to South 
Africa, other teams in 
contention for the final 
include Australia, India, 
and Sri Lanka, with Sri 
Lanka currently sitting in 
fifth place.

As the WTC cycle 
heads into its final 
stages, Bavuma reflects 
on the essence of Test 
cricket. “From a pure 
skill point of view, as 
players, we’ve always 
wanted to play Test 
cricket. You want to see 
yourself succeeding 
where things are tough, 
where you’re tested 
for long periods,” he 
said. “Test cricket is the 
purest form of the game, 
and there’s a reason 
why they say that.”

BRISBANE, Dec 20 
(Agencies): Australia 
fast bowler Josh Hazle-
wood is “frustrated” by 
the timing of his injury 
after he was ruled out 
of the remaining two 
Tests against India due 
to a right calf strain 
sustained during the 
drawn third match at 
the Gabba.

Hazlewood, who had 
also missed the second 
Test (pink-ball) in Ade-
laide -- which Austra-
lia won by 10 wickets 
-- due to a side strain, 
described the latest 
injury as “random”.

“Just frustrating really. 
Ticked every box head-
ing into the (third) Test, 
I could understand if it 
was my side again, but 
it was just a random calf 
strain,” he told agency.

“It’s just the timing 

again, they are only 
little 2-3 week injuries, 
it’s just the timing of it 
and missing big games 
is the frustrating thing.”

The 33-year-old 
Hazlewood was sent 
for scans after just one 
over of bowling on the 
fourth day after hurt-
ing his right calf in the 
warm-up before play. 
The injury only turned 
out to be a strain, but it’s 
expected to be serious 
enough to end his home 
Test summer early.

“Obviously, do a deep 
dive into it and see what 
we can come up with... 
feels pretty random,” he 
said.

“I’ve had a history 
of sides and calves, 
they’re probably the two 
things that have kept me 
out for the majority over 
the last four years.

“But yeah I sort of just 
keep adding another 
layer to the defence 
hopefully, get back into 
the gym, I’ve ticked a lot 
of boxes over the last 12 
months.”

Hazlewood said he 
does not want to rush 
back to action before 
regaining full fitness, 
which he is hoping to 
achieve by the two-
match Test tour of Sri 
Lanka in late January 
and February.

“That’s probably the 
goal, just take it as it 
comes over the next few 
weeks,” he said.

“No rush to get any-
thing in a hurry, it’s just 
getting everything right. 
Probably take a few 
extra days here and 
there. Ticking things off 
and getting everything 
right.”

Bangladesh secure 1st-ever 3-0 T20I sweep 
vs West Indies after Jaker Ali special

World Cup for red-ball players: 
South Africa’s Temba Bavuma 
sets sights on WTC final

Hazlewood ‘frustrated’ at 
missing remainder of India 
series due to ‘random’ injury

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): India’s cricketing icon 
Virat Kohli, who has often been 
a subject of debate on social 
media over spending a lot of 
time in the United Kingdom, 
is reportedly set to shift base 
soon. According to Kohli’s 
childhood coach Rajkumar 
Sharma, the Team India star is 
looking to shift to the UK soon, 
with his wife Anushka Sharma, 
and children. While the details 
on the topic aren’t available yet, 
Kohli has been spending a lot 
of time in London with his wife 
and children, especially since 
Anushka became pregnant 
with their second child, Akaay.

Virat and Anushka own a prop-
erty in London, where they’ve 
been spending a lot of time 
since Akaay’s birth. Most likely, 
the couple would permanently 
shift in the UK soon.

“Yes, Virat plans to move to 
London with his children and 
wife, Anushka Sharma. He is 
going to be leaving India and 
shifting very soon. However, 
right now, Kohli is spending 
most of his time with his family 
apart from cricket,” Sharma told 
Dainik Jagran.

Kohli, who is 36 years old at 

present, has already quit T20 
internationals. It isn’t yet known 
for how long the batting stalwart 
plans to play for the Indian team 
in Tests and ODIs. His form, of 
late, hasn’t been the most prom-
ising, prompting discussions 
among fans and experts over 
his future with the national team.

Earlier this year, Kohli had 

spoken of the retirement sub-
ject, suggesting once he calls it 
quits, people aren’t going to see 
him for a while.

“It’s quite simple,” Kohli had 
said in a chat with RCB. “I think 
as a sportsman, we do have an 
end-date to our careers. So I am 
just working backwards. I don’t 
want to finish my career think-
ing ‘oh, what if I have done this 
on that particular day’ because 
I can’t keep going on and on 
forever.

“So it’s just about not leaving 
any undone business behind 
and not have any regrets later, 
which I am sure I won’t.”

“Once I am done, I will be 
gone, you won’t see me for a 
while (smiles). So I want to give 
it everything I have till the time 
I play, and that’s the only thing 
that keeps me going,” he said.

Virat Kohli “leaving India”, set to move to UK with 
wife Anushka Sharma and kids

Virat Kohli’s childhood coach Rajkumar Sharma has claimed that the India stalwart is 
planning to move to the UK soon.
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