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_BRIEFLY _

Drug
peddler held
with
contraband
in Srinagar:
Police

SRINAGAR, Dec 7
(Agencies): Srinagar
Police has arrested
a drug peddler and
recovered contraband
substance from his pos-
session.

According to police
spokesperson, a police
party of Police Sta-
tion Nowhatta during
a routine naka check-
ing at Malkha Chowk,
Nowhatta intercepted a
suspicious person. He
has been identified as
Sajad Sheikh, son of
Baktawar Sheikh, resi-
dent of Sheikh Colony,
Hawal.

During search,
approximately 3.370
kilograms of charas
powder-like substance
and 20 grams of charas
was recovered from his
possession and he has
been arrested.

Accordingly, a case
vide FIR No. 55/2024
under relevant sections
of law has been regis-
tered in Police Station
Nowhatta and further
investigation initiated,
he said.

Police urged the
common masses that
if you witness drug
peddling or any other
crime anywhere near
you, feel free to contact
nearest police estab-
lishment or dial 112.
They also requested
people to cooperate
with police in curbing
the menace of drugs
from the society.

Temperatures
settle below
freezing point
across Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Dec 7:
After recording the cold-
est night of the season,
the night temperature
improved in Kashmir
on Saturday, although it
still remained below the
freezing point.

The meteorological
centre in Srinagar said
the Shopian in south
Kashmir was the coldest
place in the Valley, with
the mercury plummeting
to minus 4.5 degrees
Celsius.

The tourist resort of
Pahalgam in south
Kashmir recorded a
minimum of -4.3 degree
Celsius.

MeT said that summer
capital Srinagar wit-
nessed the minimum
temperature of -2
degree Celsius, against
minus 4.1 degrees the
previous night. Inciden-
tally, on Friday Srinagar
had recorded the cold-
est night of the season
so far.

Kashmir’s ski resort
of Gulmarg in north
Kashmir recorded a
minimum night

mTurn to page 9

Rajiv
JAMMU, Dec 7 : The
Armed Forces Flag Day
was observed today
in UT of J&K. To mark
the occasion, Armed
Forces flag was pinned

on the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha
in Raj Bhavan. The
Lieutenant Governor
expressed his gratitude
and appreciation by con-
tributing to the “Armed
Forces Flag Day Fund”

to honour the bravery
and supreme sacrifice
of valiant soldiers, sail-
ors and airmen. He said
our Armed Forces have
always remained in the
forefront, ever ready to
serve the Nation with

Cow smuggling threatens public
order, observes J&K High Court

SRINAGAR, Dec
7 (Agencies): While
upholding the preven-
tive petition of a man
accused of cattle smug-
gling, the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court
has observed that cow
smuggling hurts reli-
gious sentiments of one
community and also
threatens public order.

Justice Moksha Khaju-
ria Kazmi observed that
the alleged activities
(cattle smuggling) of the
detenue — one Shakeel
Mohd — not only poses
alaw and order problem
but would be a threat
to the maintenance of
public order in the area,
reported Bar and Bench.

“Bovine animals
include cows and calves
and their illegal smug-
gling is always viewed
by one community
only for the purpose of
slaughter and, there-

fore, there is a feeling
amongst the people
belonging to such com-
munity, that the activity
hurts their religious sen-
timents,” the court said.

It, therefore, opined
that the detenue’s pre-
ventive detention was
justified.

“The activities of the
detenue, against whom
number of FIRs stand
registered for illegal
smuggling of bovine ani-
mals, have the potential
to disturb even tempo of

current life of the com-
munity and not only
poses law and order
problem but would also
be a threat to the main-
tenance of public order
in the area,” the Court
said.

Shakeel was detained
under the Jammu and
Kashmir Public Safety
Act in March, 2024.
His mother later filed a
petition on his behalf to
challenge his preven-
tive detention on various

grounds.
=Turnto page 9

commitment, dedica-
tion and ready to render
valuable service during
natural calamities.

“In Jammu Kashmir,
the Army has been
playing a crucial role in
combating terrorism and
providing a secure envi-
ronment for people, par-
ticularly those who live
along the borders and in
the remote and far-flung
areas of the Union Ter-
ritory.

With the immense con-
tribution of our armed
forces, we have entered
a historic fast-track
path of socio-economic

growth and working with
mTurnto page 9

One killed, another
injured in road
acc1dent 1n_ Rea31

i :',\\ = .
JAMMU, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): One person was
killed and another
injured when a vehicle
they were travelling in
met with an accident in
Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Satur-
day.

Official sources said
that an Eeco vehicle
(JK20B 2493), on way
from Tharal towards
Shikari, skidded off the
road and rolled about
200-feet off the road/

embankment in Mahore
mTurntopage 9

Army pays tribute to rifleman Jaswinder
Singh who sacrificed his life in line of duty

SRINAGAR, Dec 7
(Agencies): The Indian
Army paid tribute and
offered their condo-
lences to braveheart
Rifleman Jaswinder
Singh who laid down his
life in the line of duty in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Taking to its official
handle, the Indian Army
posted on X, “Gen-

eral Upendra Dwivedi
COAS and All Ranks of
the Indian Army salute
the supreme sacrifice

of braveheart Rifleman
Jaswinder Singh, who
laid down his life in the
line of duty in Jammu
and Kashmir.”

“Indian Army offers its
deepest condolences
and stands firm with the
bereaved family in this
hour of grief,” read the
post.

=Turn to page 9

Union
Cabinet
approves 13
new
Kendriya
Vidyalayas
for J&K

SRINAGAR, Dec 7
(Agencies): The Centre
has approved establish-
ment of 13 new Kend-
riya Vidyalayas (KVs)
in Jammu and Kashmir
to improve access to
education in the region,
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh said today.

“The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs,
chaired by PM Modi, has
approved opening of 85
new Kendriya Vidya-
layas (KVs) under civil/
defence sector across
the country and expan-
sion of one existing KV,”
read an official handout.

The new KVs will be
set up in Gool, Ramban,
Bani and Ramkote in
Kathua district, Reasi
and Kakriyal Katra,
Mughal Maidan (Kisht-
war), Gulpur (Poonch),
Vijaypur (Samba), and
Panchari (Udhampuir).

In the Kashmir valley,
the KVs will be estab-
lished in Drugmulla
(Kupwara), Ratnipora,

mTurnto page 9

Groom from Dubai duped after ‘Instagram
bride’ goes missing on wedding day

PUNJAB, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): In a bizarre case,
a groom from Dubai was
left stranded after arriv-

ing with a baraat of 150
guests to marry his “Ins-
tagram bride,” who went
missing on the wedding

day.

Deepak, a 24-year-old
labourer from Dubai,
had met Manpreet Kaur
on Instagram three
years ago. The couple
had been in a ‘relation-
ship’ since and had even
fixed their wedding over
the phone.

December 6 was set as
the wedding day for the
couple, but things went
south when Deepak,
along with his large

mTurnto page 9

Markhor spotted by locals in Baramulla

SRINAGAR, Dec 7
(Agencies): The Mark-
hor, a wild goat with spi-
ral-shaped horns, was
seen in a rare appear-
ance in Noorkha village
of Boniyar in Baramulla
district of North Kashmir
on Saturday morning,
officials said.

An official said that
locals spotted the
animal near a waterfall

in Noorkha, and soon
alerted the authorities,
following which a team
of police and wildlife offi-

cials visited the spot.

He said that this rare
species has been spot-
ted in the area for the
first time. “It may have
crossed over from the
other side of the border,”
he speculated.

The official said that
efforts are on to catch
the animal to ensure its
safety. Locals have been

mTurntopage 9
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OBITUARY/10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound sormow and grief, wa inform you
about the sad demise of cur unde Shri Trilok
Nath Aga af ocwr residence H.MNo. 21 & 22,
Kailash Vihar Phase-1st Gole Gujral Camp
Road, Talab Tilla Bahn, Jammu on 4-12-2024.
10th Day Kriya on 13-12-2024 will be per
formed at Muthi Ghat near Diractor School
Education at 10 Abk.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smi. Mancy Aga - Wife

Brother & Sister-in-law

Zh. Jagar Math Aga & Smt. Pushpa Aga

Sh. Jawahar Lal Aga & Smi. Shyama Aga
Sister & Brother-in-law

Smi. Phoola Bhat & Lt, Sh. Rattan Lal Bhat
Son & Daughterdn-daw

Sh. Ajlay Aga & Smil. Archana Aga

Grand Children: Aavishi & Pavit

SHREI TRILOKI NATH
AGA

OBITUARY AND 10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief ard sormow we Infonm the
spd demize of our reversd and beloved
father Sh. Rattan Lal Tickoo fordly called
Daddy Ji, Bada-Dacdy, Baji, Jja-Sambh
(g i by Gurg uri Moba s Aliks da |/ Broadwa y
Shivpora Srimagar, presanily at Wi r Mumta iy
on 30Mh Movember, 2024 at 315 PM. The
Cremation was parformed on 0212, 2024 at
10 am at Cremation Gound Wiar Mumba i
1dth Day Kriya will be performed at
Bhayander Ghat Moembal on Monday,
0912 2024 at 0800 am.

Gricf Sirichen

Tickoo's, Pandia®s, Kauls, Bnats, Kashkari's,
Matioo's, Dhars, Babu's, Hazdan's, Muj_iu':
Brothers and Bhabhis

Smi. Mima ke and Sh. Bushan Lal Tiku

Smi. Sheel and Sh. MK Tiku

Sonm and Davghier in laws

Sh. Sanjpyand Smt Lirmila Tickoo

Sh. Kuldesp and Smi Sunite Tichoo

Sh, Virender Kaul {Son in law]

Smt Jyotiand Sh. Sunil Kaul (Daughter and Son in law)
Arkil, Diya, Rahul, Rizhi Ishan, Riga, Bhagesh, Rushil

Mob. No. 8981044 BE86, S8020393TT, 9818193778

Sh. Rattan Lal
Tickoo

OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Saturday, December 07, 2024

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform you the sad demise of our beloved S,
Paramjeet Singh [Goldy) 5/0 Late Gurbachan
Singh Rfo Ward No 1 Main Bazar Sunder Bani
Aarambh Shrl Akhand Path Sahib i on
06-12-2024 at 9:00 AM at their residenca.
Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahib is on 08-12-2024
at 0930 AM at thair residencs.

Antim Ardas will be perfformed at Gurdwara
Singh Sahib Sunder Bani on 08-12-2024 from 5. Pammjeet Singh
10:30 AM 10 12:30 P [ Goldy)
GRIEF STRICHKEN:

Marmeast Kour Mittu -Wife

Harshict Singh -Son

Gurjot Kow -Daughier

Inderjaat Singh (Sonu) & Gurmest Kour (Brothaer and Sister-in-law)
Jatincer Kour & Kawaljest Singh (Sister and Brot har-in-law)

M/'S Goldy Orraments Sunde rbani

Sonu Gold Smith

Manjot Jewellers

Maswar and Vaharvar on 7th and Bth
December 2024 respectively.

It has been One Year since you left
us physically for the heavenly abode
leaving behind cheerful memories.
We will always feel presence around
us and miss you. Your noble sowl will _ :
rest in peace and pray to Almighty for Harm;.mgl =Y
your Moksha in Vaikunth. Hamila Tikku

Maswar and Vaharvar of Karamyogi Late Smt. Kamla
Tikku W/fo Late. Omkar MNath Tikku. Shalla kadal 2nd
Bridge Srinagar, Kashmir at present 28 'A' Extension
2nd, Gandhinagar Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Tikku's , Koul's , Gigoo

Mobile No- 9205829814, 9419242684, TO06383285

UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we
infarm

beloved Miss Khushi Anand, who
passed away to his heavenly abode
on 26 November 2024 .

Uthala will be held on 08/12/2024,
Sunday.

Timing 3:00-4:00 pm at Hari Mandir
F.ehari Colony Jammu.
GRIEF-STRICKEN:

Sh. Daljeet Kumar Anand -Father
(Law Dept. MACT Court Jammu)
Mrs. Asha Rani Anand -Mother
Manke & Dadke

9086274052, 7006381393

ENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound griefa rd somow, we inform the Sad damisa
of our beioved Smi. Bimla Baksh| (Bullo] Wi Lt. Sh.
Maroher Lal Ris HWo. 118, Bacior Mo, Lama Mo 10,
Marak Nagar, Jammu, expined on 26-11-2004,

TENTH DuaY will be parfomed on 07122024 [Satuday}
atou bome at 11 48

HRIYA will b parformed on BG8-12-2024 |Surday) 8t our
MeBddnca.

UTHALA will bo pa ormad on 11-12-2024 (Wed resday) ad
Ram Mandit, Sacior-8 Marmk Nagar, Jammu fam 4 P -
SPh.

GRIEF STRICKEN

ol ’

Miss Khushi
Amand

¥

Mob. 9413625383, T006307 060

TENTH DAY KRIYA
(REMINDER

With profound grief ard == mow, ae e ke mad
demite al our baloved Kooy osgd moifer Smi. Kamila
Wall W L1, Sh. Sham Lal Dass ongimna ly Fro Bormai
Sopone. &P Flal Mo 5 Bock 134 Lare 22 Jadili who
izt for heswenly aboos on 2501152024,

The MOURMING & held at community Hall rear fem-
ple Lare No 23 | Jagli Hegod Jammu

10TH DAY KRMNA wil b peerfommsed on 8th Decembsr
2024, Surday 1000 am at Akhroor Ghat, Jammd 1
The assomnl will B Feld ot Community Hall esre

= mple Lane Mo 23 | at 12 moon. Jagli Magrots Hl
GRIEF STRICKEN 1y
Som and Daughter-indaws 1

Lreer S et LT
=L :

Sh, Shuben Lal & Smt Laile Pardia
Lt Chuni Lal & Smt Resta Pandita

Sh Ramesh Mumar & Snl. Lo oeslly Dawi
Sh Satich Kumsr & Smil. Sirmple

St Ashe Saproc & Sh R Saproo (Dasghtor & S0 m-kn-kw)

S, fucharm & Rohin Koul {Grand Dasghtor & Son 4m-kw)

Sh Arun Pandita & Smt Cheina Pandits (Grand son & Daoghter-in-low)
Matermal Grand Son B Duug s 4m-1aw s

Zh Rakesh Sapmo & Smt Archara Sapoo

Sh Ishan Saproo & Smi Mesmu Sapnoo

Grand Childran: Moblel, Monica, Shuebamy, Shivalka, Sheen, Sawan
Grasl Grand Childeon: Aang, Meesha, Ko Rearan

CONTACT: TOS18TE2T, B2 31236, 93T Z644 258

Smi. Kamia Wati

TENTH DAY / KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow,wea regret tofl
inform the sad demise of owr beloved SH.p
SURAJ PRAKASH BADYAL S/0 LATE SH.
RAM RATTAM BADYAL on 28th Movamba
2024,

TENTH DAY will be performed on 8th Dec,§
2024 (Sunday) at our residence ANAMND RAT-
THAKAR, PURKHOO at 11:00 AM.
KRIYA will be perfformed on @th Deg, 2024
(Monday) at our residence ANAND
RATTMNAKAR, PURKHOOD at 1:00 PM
GRIEF STRICKEM:

BADYAL PARIVAR PURKHOO
(9T9E063535, 0541640266, 9419184412, 046021204 3)

SURAJ PRAKASH
BADYAL

OBITUARY

With profound griefl & somow, wea regrat ta infoerm
lhat our belowed brother Sh. Kanya Lal Koul Sio
Lade Sh. Dina MNath Fouwul orgnaly resident of
Khah Bazar, Anannag, has et for his heavenly |
ahnde on Sth December, 2024 &t his Jammu res-|
Idence H. Mo, 125, Wazir Bagh, Surya Vihar
Anand Magar, Bohr, Jammw, ’
Moumning as per his wishes will be cbserved =
for 4 days only & d4th day dntual will be per-|©
formad on O08th Decamber, 2024 (Sunday) at|’
his residence.

GRIEF STRICKEMN:

Sh. Hari Krishan Moul (Brothar)

Sh. Chaman Lal Kouwl (Brother)

Sh. Hira Lal Koul & Smi. Rajni Koul (Brother &
Sister-in-law)

Smi. Vijay Bhat (Sister)

S, Mancy Koul (Sister)

S, Basantl & Sh Ashok Koul (Sister & Brother-im law)

Sh. Ashu Koul & Smit. Meenakshi Koul (Son & Dawvghter-in -law)
Samast Houl Pariwvaar

Contact MNo. - 23418137115, 98 1089 7453

Sons & Daing e s - law

Sh. Ashak vad § Sint. Wunsbs aid
Sh. Rl Balahi & Smi. Vears Aakaki
Daaghlor & 5or-n-

ah, Al Meha & SmiL Rests Mahia
Granvdl Childran: bamis Vakd, Palak Babs hl, A ks bay Vi, Rag hav Vaid
Confact No: BIET150317, BODS1TEI1S

SMT. BIMLA BAKSHI
(BULLOD)

OBITUARY

With profound griefand sommoe we g et o nform
the sad demize of Mot Lal Zutshi {PNE) Si Late |
Smt Somawat! Juishi & Late Sh. Prem Math
Zulshi originally restdent of NeiBasli Anantrmg/
Ishwar Magar Lidhaywalla, Jammu AP Bengaluru
o 280 Mow, 2024 (Friday].

The Mourning will be heid a1 A-1002 God rej Aqua,
Hosa halll, Banga luru.

The Tenth Day Kriva wil b= bheld on Bth Dec, 2024
[Sunday] at Yediyuu Vadika Merdm Jayanagar
Bangaluru al 1 P,

GRIEF STRICHKEMN

Bimita Bhat [ Gasta Zutshi - W iie

TENTH D D KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform you
of the slidden and sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Abhimanyu Gupta, son of Late 3h, Wazir
Chand Gupta, resident of H.No.71, JMC Main
Road, Talab Tille, Jammu, wha kaft for his haav-
enly abode on 2Tth November 2024.

*TENTH DAY" will be held on Thursday, Sth™ocem, ™ g
December 2024, at 11:00 AM at Geeta Mandir, s ot |
Bakshi Magar, near Karan Hotel. p— e 4
*KRIYA* : Will ba paformed on Sunday, 8ih

Decamber 2024, at 2ur rasidence. 2 SRy S
*GRIEF-STRICKEN" :

Sl Swam Kanta Gupta (Wife)
C.F. Gupta (Brother)

“Sens and Daughters -in-law:* Contact:
Virendra Gupta & Sheetal Gupta TO0E234106, 94 19188045,
Narinder Gupla & Mesnakshi Gupla 9419125787

Yoginder Gupta & Nidhi Gupta
*Grandchildren® :
Rishiket, Udhav, Prema, Kanan, Soumi| & Krishna

KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and somow, wa regret o}
inform the sad demise of Sh. Jatinder Saini]
Sio Late Smt. Satya Devi & Late Sh. R.P.)
Saini Rio 4713, Greater Kallash, Jammu, |
Kriya will be performed on 8th off ~
December, 2024 Sunday at 11.30.AM at ourf
residence.
Uthala will be peformed at Shiv Mandir
Sec-3, Trikuta Nagar from 3 PM to 4 PM anj
11th of December, 2024 (Wednesday).
GRIEF STRICKEN . !
Smi. Poornima Saini - Wife . I
Daughterdindaw & Son SH. JATINDER SAINI
Smit. Ritu & Punest Saini

Ms. Vanshika Saini - Daughter

Sister & BrotherHn4aw

Smit. Mitra & Ashok Saini

Smit. Mirmal & Devinder Saini - Bhabhl & Brother

Sisters-in-law & Brothars-in-law
Smi. Arti & Rajneesh Kohb

Smt. Shaveta & Vikram Kaohli
Baby Amayraa - Grand Daughter

Mob.No: 9796250204
DE54361700

With pofound grief and sormow, we regeet to
infiarm the sad demise of 5. Awvtar Singh (Kaka)
Sfo Lt. 5 Gurbaksh Slngh Rfo I~.IE|||IJhEIII
Baramulla presentty residing al 3404 Channi
Hirnmgt, Jammu who [eft for his heavenly abod g
on 28th Now, 2024,

ANTIM ARDAS will be perdormed as per given
progeanm -

AMARAMBH SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB: 06th
December (Friday) 9 AM at our residence
BHOG SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB: 0&th
December (Sunday) 9 AM al our residence
KIRTAN AND ANTIM ARDAS: 0Bth December
{Sunday) 10 AM - 1230 PM al Gurudwara
Chanmni Himmat, Jammu

GRIEF STRICH EN:

Sdn. Marindespal Kour - Wi

Sons & Davghter-in-Law

Supindar Kour & Teypal Singh (Mob: 9419112194)
Parvinder Kour & Dr. Rabinder Singh (Robin) (Mob: 8460122222)
Daughter & Son-in-Law:
Sumeet Kour & Amarjest Singh

S. Avtar Singh (Kaka)

Duwpa Mapar Banblab Jammiu
10th Day Kriya wil be performed on 13-12-2024 ai Akhnoor
Ghal ard Assomily will bo held at Muihi Gral ear Direcier
Educaton Ofice a1 10.30 AM.
Mourning from n-bws soe wil ba reld ot seme place e,
Curga Magar Bantlak Jammu

GRIEF STRICHEN

Smil Doom Ji Whe

K LPandits & Seman JI Brother & Babhd

Ashok Kumar Pandia & Madhu J| -Nephow & Niecs

Winod Kurmard Shanani Ji Mephew & Hiece

Susmsh Pandie & NE hi Ji -Nephew & Nisce

Fanu & Vipen Pandla -Dasghter & Son-in- s

Hancy & L1 Jatisdar Dhar -Daughter & Son-ndewr

Winod Kumar Pandia & Ruby Pandia -Son & Desghser. in-dew
[Rabesh Pandita & L ha Pandita -San & Dasghter-inaw
Knskan J1 Bhal & Vipy Bhal <Bretherdndaw & Sistor-in-low
Kanka Dol Wes LE Kas hi Nalh Bo b -Sister-ln-law

Lima Shon Wi L1 Rachs Krizhan Raing Sister-dn-law

Tos ha Houl Wo L Mahm) Krkhan Koul -Sisber-in-low

Aojtar Krehan Blat & Phoo b Ji -Brother-in-law & Sister-indaw
Azha Khuda Wio LL AshokJi Khuda -Sister-in-law

o
Shri Mot Lal Pand ita

Foshiar Math @hai & Nima@ Bhat -Brother-in-daw & Sixter-in- e
Grand Children: Adal, Hamanshu, VEkesh, Kanak, Anan, Samakash and Hya
M. 3419717126, 97ST4EB4T 3

TENTH DAY KRIYA p

With profound grief, it is to inform the
demise of Mr Vinod Raina S/o Late Smt.
Maohini & Late Shri B L Raina Rfo 15/11

TENTH DAY KRIYA shall be performed on
11/12/2024 at Choti Ganga Nehar, Muradis
Magar Ghat at Sam. Assembly will be held

(Brother & Sister in law
Chand Raina & Purmima

Rita Rajindar Kaul (Sister)
Sunita Kaw & BL Kaw (Sister & Brother in law )
Mobile No-9419195904,9768672678,9055013893

Daug hter & Sone-in-law

Prestl Zulshl Bakshl & Ashish Bakshi
Saon & D ughber-in-law

Robin Zulshi & Kritika Razdan' Zutshi
Shaters: Shesla Ji Sarmal, Sanosh Bhal
Brothers & Bhabis

C.L Zutshi & Kundan Zutshi

MOTI LAL FUTSHI (PNEB)

Smast Zutshil Parwar of Anantnag
Bhat Parbwar of Sagam

Shiban Ji Futshi & Jest Zutshi

Hashmiri Lal Zutshi & Seema Zutshi

M K. Fukehi & Bra Fulshi

5 K. Zuishl & Sanjana Zutshi

Girand Chikdren: Preachil, Nevan, Riddhish

Koul Pariwar of Vessu & Pampor
Bakshi& Rapdan Parwar of fAomg.
Mohile: BITTOSS002, SGE2 110219

[With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
e sad demisa of our beloved Sh. Rashan
Lal Raina Rio Mattan, Anantnag, AP Flat
Mo 08,Block no 147.Jane Mo 23, Jagat
clony, Magrota Jamimi.
MOLURMNING will be chsarved at communi-
hall lane Mo 18/20 Back side.
[10TH DAY KRIYA wil be parformed on
11.12.24 at Muthi Ghal at B.30am.
GRIEF STRICKEMN
mt Asha ji (Wife)

Phoola ji (Babhi) Sh. Roshan Lal Raina
(Younger Brother & Babhi)
mt & Shri Roop Krishna Raina
Sh. Shrawan Kumar Raina & Smt. Karun Raina (Son & Daughter in Law)
mit & Shri Raxesh Mussa (Daughter & Son in Law)
mt & Shri Sandeep Tickoo (Daughter & Son in Law)
mit & Shri Dalip Pandita (Daughter & Son in Law)
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
Raina's, Pandita’s, Bhat's
Contact number TFB0952378, 9797617215, 2419146199

OBITUARY/M0TH DAY KRIYA Ads

10TH DAY

With profound grief and sorow, we regrel ol
imform the sad demise of our mother Smt Maya
Davivie Late (Sh) Rartan Lal Kabwal Fle Lid rama |5
Baderwa i who kel us fof her eavefly abods

on Z&th hovember 2024, =13
TENTH DAY will be parommed on T Dec, 2024 |4
I:SHILI'EI.IY:I at our restdenoe, Ldmmnm, Bhadeowvahb

al S0 AubA,

KRIWA wil be perfoemed an 1M1th Dec 2024
{Wed nesday ] at owr esdence at 01:00 P,

GRIEF STRICKEM

Sons & Daughbe rs-in-law

Sh Surman Kobtwal & Smi. Kammlesh Kotwal

Sh Sudhir Kolwal & Sme. Utama FKotwal

Sh Sushes| Kotwal & Smit Sapna Kobasl

Daug hters & Sons-in-law

Smt Sudha Kobwval & Sh, Vipin Kobwa

Sml. Anu Radha & Sh. Ranash Hotwal

SmL Marnu Rani & Bikam Sihgh Manhas

Brothers & Sister-in-law

Sl Dayawanti Kobwal Wi Late [(Sh Kishod Lal Holeslh

Sh Hartar Singh Kabsal

All Nephews and Mieces, All G mamnd sons and G mnddawughiers
Grand Daug hter and Gramndson-in-law

LBEC

SMT MAYA DEVI

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow, we informs
the sad demise of our beloved mother)
Smt Omashori Dass Vo i
Maheshwar Math Dass originally from}

presently residing at H.Mo. 111, Lane 4/C,
Anand MNagar Bohri, Jammu-1800032
{behind Baldev Hardware).

Tenth Day will be performed on 10-12-
2024 at Akhnoor Ghat and Assembly at
our residence at 12.00 Moaon,

Grief Stricken

Smit Vijay & 5h Ranan Lal Dass -Son & Daughter-in-law

Smit Mirmala & Sh Kuldoop Kr Dazs -Son & Daughter-dn-law
Smt Pamy & Sh Sunit Kr, Dass -Son & Daughter-indaw

Smit Dulan & Sh Omkar Nath Pandita -Daughter & Son-in-law
Sh Rajinder Pandita -Son-indaw

& Samast Dass & Pandita Parivaar

SEmt Omashori
Dass

With profound grief ard soffow, we regret lo inform Lhe
sad demise of our revered Father Sh. Plaray Lal Kouwl
[Bobu Ji) Sio Late Shamboo Nath Moul erstahile res-
dent of Batagund Handwara at present Flat Mo, 102
Shivganga Apartment second Vipan Garden New Dehi
on 2nd ember, 2024,
The Tenth Day Kriya wil be held on 118 December,
Wednasday at Gauri Shanker Mangir New Palm Vihar,
Block T Sactor 109, Guegaon 21800 am,
Assembly will be hald at Vipan Gamen residence af
1200 Moon
G RIEF STRIC KEN
Sh B.N, Koul - Brather
Smi. Asha Kou Wio Late Sh. D.E. Koul - Sister-Indaw
T.K. Koul & Gudi Kowl - Son & Daughiterin-law
KK Koul & Shanks Koul - Son & Daughter-in-law
G Koul and Asha Koul - Bon & Daughterin-law
S.K. Koul and Sunita Houl - Son & Daug hter-in-law
R.K Hou and Veera Koul = Sen & Davghler in law

K. Koul ard Sushma Koul - Son & Daug e r-in-law

Sh. Piaray Lal Koul
(Bobu Ji)

=

Sarla Rawal & T.K. Rawal - Daughter & Son-in-law
Sh C.L. Raina - Brother- ntaw
Dr.d.L. Raina -

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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BJP pays floral tributes to Ch. Piara
Singh in Shradhanjali Sabha

National Training Centre ‘Nissan Academy’ launched

maintenance techniques. This initiative will provide Nissan’s
dealership teams with practical, high-quality training, aimed
at enhancing customer service excellence across Nissan’s
pan-India network.

Over 1,000 technicians can be trained in a year at this acad-
emy, a key part of Nissan’s commitment to strengthening and
expanding its dealership network and ensuring the highest
standard of service across India.

Frank Torres, Divisional Vice President-AMIEO Region Busi-
ness Transformation & President-Nissan India Operations,
said, “The opening of the Nissan Academy - National Training
Centre in Chennai marks a significant step in our commitment
to delivering innovation and excellence in customer service
to the Indian customers. By investing in the development of
our dealership teams, we aim to ensure that our customers
receive unmatched service quality and experience. This train-
ing facility will support our ongoing efforts to drive excellence
in customer experience and satisfaction.”

Top News Report

JAMMU, CHANDIGARH, Dec 7: Nissan Motor India (NMIPL)
has announced the launch of its first state-of-the-art National
Training Centre — Nissan Academy, located at the Alliance JV
plant in Chennai. The academy will enhance the skills and
capabilities of Nissan’s dealership and service staff network
across India, reinforcing Nissan’s commitment to delivering
an exceptional customer experience. Inaugurated by Frank
Torres, DVP AMIEO & President, Nissan India Operations,
the 10,500-square-feet training facility is designed to provide
top-tier educational and training experiences across sales,
technical maintenance, and body shop services for all Nissan
Motor India dealership teams.

The Nissan Academy features an advanced mechanical
workshop for hands-on training in vehicle repair, diagnostics,
and aggregate overhauling. Additionally, it boasts a state-of-
the-art body shop equipped with upgraded equipment and
resources, offering training in a wide range of repair and

ENMIT NO. 14-]]|M OF Z02Z4-Z5DATED 0Z2-12-Z00Z4

JAMMU, Dec 7: The
Jammu and Kashmir
BJP organized a heart-
felt Shradhanjali Sabha
at the party headquar-
ters in Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu, to honor the
memory of Ch. Piara
Singh, former MLA and
veteran BJP leader.
The event, attended by
the family members of
Ch. Piara Singh and
hundreds of party lead-
ers, saw a packed hall
reflecting the deep
respect and admiration
for the late leader.

Sat Sharma, J&K
BJP President, hailed
Ch. Piara Singh was a

Top News Report

exemplary life balanced

familial, social, and
political responsibilities.
He emphasized Singh'’s
dedication to promoting
deserving individuals
for the betterment of the
party and society.
Ashok Koul, General
Secretary (Organiza-
tion), highlighted Ch.
Piara Singh’s unwaver-
ing commitment to social
activism and public wel-
fare throughout his life.
He noted that Singh’s
legacy of selfless ser-
vice continues to inspire.
Ch. Vikram Randhawa,
Singh’s son, recounted
his father’s struggles
after losing his own
father early in life and

LT e Y e

how he emerged as a
leader opposing anti-
Jammu politics. He
praised his father’s lead-
ership in associations
like the Jat Sabha and
Motor Transport bodies.

Jugal Kishore Sharma,
MP, shared instances of
Ch. Piara Singh’s con-
cern for society, even
during his final days.

Er. Ghulam Ali Khata-
na, MP (Rajya Sabha),
lauded Singh’s clear
vision for public welfare,
while Ravinder Raina,
former J&K BJP Presi-
dent, admired his bold
yet endearing nature.

Former Deputy Chief
Minister Kavinder Gupta
reflected on Singh’s

urging leaders to emu-
late his working style.

Other speakers,
including Sham Lal
Sharma, Surjit Singh
Salath, Chander
Prakash Ganga, Sunil
Sethi, Baldev Billa-
waria, Suresh Jamwal,
and Dr. Devinder Kumar
Manyal, praised Ch.
Piara Singh for his bold
initiatives, dedication to
the welfare of the poor,
and leadership within
the Jat community.

The event concluded
with tributes celebrating
Ch. Piara Singh’s legacy
as a true leader and a
champion of the under-
privileged.
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Director Horticulture flags off farmer exposure
visit-cum-training programme in Jammu

e
Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: Director Horticul-
ture Jammu Chaman Lal Sharma
flagged off a within-state Exposure
visit-cum-Training programme,
featuring the participation of 150
farmers, including a significant
number of female participants. The
event commenced from the office
of the Chief Horticulture Officer,
Jammu, in the presence of Joint
Director Horticulture Jammu Vikas
Anand, Chief Horticulture Officer
Jammu Rakesh Kotwal, Dean
Horticulture SKUAST Jammu Dr
Vikas Tandon, DLSMS Pomology
Jammu Sandeep Gupta, DMPP
Jammu Abdul Hamid and Horti-
culture Development Officer Amit
Saraf.

Addressing the farmers before

tration, smuggling will enc

their departure, the Director Hor-
ticulture underscored the pivotal
goals of the programme. “This ini-
tiative aims to familiarize farmers
with the latest technologies and
practices adopted by the horticul-
ture department to enhance fruit
production quality. Furthermore,
it seeks to educate unemployed
youth and trainees on opportuni-
ties in establishing small-scale
fruit processing units to produce
value-added products,” the Direc-
tor stated. The programme also
emphasizes the promotion of hi-
tech polyhouses for cultivating
off-season fruits, vegetables, and
flowers — a strategy designed
to secure better market returns
for farmers, significantly increas-
ing their incomes while generat-

ing employment for others in the
region.

Chief Horticulture Officer Rakesh
Kotwal highlighted the value of
exposure visits in equipping farm-
ers and unemployed youth with
innovative horticultural practices
and entrepreneurial strategies. “By
adopting advanced technologies
and establishing small-scale pro-
cessing units, participants can not
only boost their income but also
create employment opportunities
within their communities,” Kotwal
remarked.

A special focus of the programme
is the empowerment of women
farmers. Female participants were
encouraged to explore entrepre-
neurial ventures in horticulture,
contributing to their economic
independence and strengthening
the role of women in the agricul-
tural sector.

Over the course of the visit, par-
ticipants will tour various Demon-
stration Sites, Hi-tech fruit plant
nurseries, processing units and
engage with horticultural experts
to gain hands-on experience.
These interactions are designed to
enhance capacity building among
farmers and trainees, enabling
them to adopt advanced practices
in fruit cultivation, processing, and
marketing.

Border fencing of 50 Rajouri villages on LoC a
great initiative by Army: Raman Suri
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2. Thewholebiddingprocessshallbecompletedonlineontenderportal www. j
ktenders.gowv.in. The intending bidders can
downloadthebiddocumentfrom the tender portal and can submit their
bids by uploading thaem on thetenderportal.

3. The walid bids received shall be opened online in the office of the
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (FHE) Mechanical Drivision
UdhampurBids must be accompanied cost of TenderDocument and
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7:
“Indian Army’s initiative
to fence over 50 border
villages located on the
Line of Control (LoC)
in Rajouri will not only
end infiltration but also
rule out any possibility
of smuggling of arms,
ammunition, drugs, and
other contraband.

This fencing work,
started at the behest of
the Ministry of Defence,
will also end the woes
of border villagers who
used to find it hard to
live because of infiltra-
tors seeking forced shel-
tering in their homes,
which now will not be
possible.”

This was stated by
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) J&K Executive
Member Raman Suri,
who said that prior to
the year 2003, Pakistan
used to resort to indis-
criminate firing to stop
fencing work but now

that the Indian Army and
the Ministry of Defence
have resolved to go
ahead with the work
firmly, guns have fallen
silent and the border
people are happy to see
their villages getting per-
manent protection.

This fencing will also
increase the accessibil-
ity of local administra-
tion, and people too will
be able to move in their
villages safely without
fear of militants hiding
in their homes.

Raman Suri said that
this fencing is also going
to increase border tour-
ism as the administra-
tion and the Army are
mooting out plans to
open these villages for
tourists, who can even
stay in the homes of vil-
lagers and experience
a new life. Now that the
work in more than fifty
percent of the villages
is almost complete, it is
likely that border people

will get tourists visiting
them soon. Earlier, Army
used to help villagers
and provided them with
amenities but after fenc-
ing, now administration
will ensure that all ame-
nities are provided in the
villages.

This, Raman Suri
said, will also lessen the
burden on the Army and
increase the involve-
ment of local administra-
tion, which is a healthy
sign of normalcy and
able administration.

The BJP leader said
that earlier, people used
to move with passes
and relatives of the vil-
lagers also used to face
hardships, but now they
won’t need any pass
and will be able to move
freely. Their relatives, he
added, will also be able
to visit villages comfort-
ably as the entire area
will be under surveil-
lance and fencing will
not enable any infiltra-

tor to come and stay in
border villages.

This is what all previ-
ous governments and
the Centre couldn’t do
which, Raman Suri said,
the BJP government did
in record time and pro-
vided people with great
relief.

Raman Suri lauded the
decision of the Ministry
of Defence and said that
only the BJP govern-
ment led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi can
take such tough deci-
sions in the large inter-
est of general public and
to safeguard our nation
from infiltrators, smug-
glers and anti-national
elements, which now
will not be able to infil-
trate or do mischievous
activities on borders.

All such small yet
important decisions,
he added, are going to
bring complete peace
and prosperity in Jammu
and Kashmir in days to
come.
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Armed F Flag D

resettlement and welfare of ex-ser- to fight on our boarders to safeguard

CLIMATE
CHANGE

limate change refers to significant

changes in global or regional climate

patterns, especially those that occur
over an extended period of time. In modern dis-
cussions, it most often refers to the rise in global
temperatures, mainly caused by human activi-
ties. This increase is largely due to the release of
greenhouse gases (GHGs) into the atmosphere,
such as carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4),
and nitrous oxide (N20), which trap heat and
cause the Earth’s average temperature to rise.
This phenomenon, often referred to as global
warming, is a key aspect of climate change.

The scientific consensus on climate change
is well-established. Multiple studies, including
reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC), demonstrate that human
activities, particularly the burning of fossil fuels
like coal, oil, and natural gas, have significantly
accelerated the warming of the planet. Defores-
tation, industrial agriculture, and other human-
driven changes to land use further contribute
to the problem by reducing the Earth’s ability
to absorb carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases. The evidence of climate change is visible
across the globe, from melting ice caps and rising
sea levels to more frequent and severe weather
events, such as droughts, hurricanes, and heat-
wavesclimate change are vast and multifaceted.
One of the most significant impacts is the altera-
tion of weather patterns. As temperatures rise,
some regions are experiencing more intense
heatwaves, while others are seeing more fre-
quent and severe storms. In some areas, there is
an increase in rainfall, leading to flooding, while
other regions are becoming drier, resulting in
severe droughts and the loss of water resourc-
es. These weather extremes affect agriculture,
wildlife, and human populations, with vulnerable
groups facing the worst consequences .

Another critilimate change is the rising sea
levels caused by the melting of glaciers and
ice sheets. As ice melts, the volume of water in
the oceans increases, which threatens coastal
regions with flooding and erosion. This process
is particularly concerning for low-lying islands
and densely populated coastal cities around the
world. Additionally, warmer oceans contribute
to the intensification of tropical storms, making
them more destructive when they make landfall .

The impacts of climate change alto biodiversity
and ecosystems. Many species are being pushed
beyond their tolerance limits due to changing
temperatures and habitat destruction. Coral
reefs, for example, are experiencing widespread
bleaching due to warmer ocean temperatures.
This not only threatens marine life but also dis-
rupts the livelihoods of millions of people who
depend on healthy oceans for food and income.
In terrestrial ecosystems, forests and grasslands
are experiencing shifts in vegetation and wildlife
patterns, often leading to declines in biodiversity
and ecosystem services .

Furthermore, climate change poses signifimic
and social challenges. Disruptions to agriculture,
fisheries, and forestry, along with the increased
frequency of extreme weather events, result in
economic losses. Many communities, especially
those in developing countries, lack the resources
to adapt to these changes, exacerbating poverty
and inequality. Climate-induced displacement is
also a growing concern, with millions of people
becoming environmental refugees as they flee
from areas affected by drought, flooding, or sea-
level rise .

The global response to climate change has been
varcreasingly urgent. In 2015, the Paris Agree-
ment marked a pivotal moment in international
climate policy. Under this accord, nearly every
country in the world committed to limiting global
warming to well below 2°C, with efforts to keep
itbelow 1.5°C compared to pre-industrial levels.
To achieve this goal, countries pledged to reduce
their greenhouse gas emissions, transition to
renewable energy, and adapt to the impacts of
climate change . While the Paris Agreement has
spurred action, it is clear thbitious and urgent
efforts are needed to meet these targets and
prevent the most catastrophic effects of climate
change.

The transition to renewable energy, such as
solar, wind, and hydroelectric power, is a key
strategy for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Additionally, energy efficiency, carbon capture
technologies, and sustainable agriculture prac-
tices are essential to curbing emissions. Govern-
ments, businesses, and individuals all have roles
to play in addressing climate change. Policies
that promote sustainable development, clean
energy, and environmental conservation, along-
side efforts to reduce consumption and waste,
can make a significant difference .

In conclusion, climate change is one of the most
pressing challengeay. Its impacts are wide-reach-
ing, affecting everything from weather patterns
to food security, ecosystems, and global econo-
mies. The good news is that solutions are avail-
able, and the momentum for action is growing. By
reducing emissions, adopting sustainable prac-
tices, and working together on a global scale, we
can mitigate the worst effects of climate change
and protect the planet for future generations.
However, urgent action is needed to ensure a
livable world for all.

By: Omkar Dattatray

rmed Forces Flag Day is
Acelebrated every year on
December 7 and the day has

a special importance for not only the
defense /armed forces but for the
countrymen as well .The day is cel-
ebrated with great fervor and enthu-
siasm .The Armed Forces Flag Day or
the Flag Day of India is a day dedicat-
ed to honoring the soldiers and vet-
erans of India’s armed forces .It has
been observed annually in India on
December 7 since 1949.Immediately
after India achieved independence
,a need arose for the government to
manage the welfare of its defense
forces personnel .On August 28,1949
a committee set up under the defense
minister decided to observe a Flag
Day annually on December 7. The idea
behind observing a Flag Day was to
distribute small flags to general popu-
lation and in return collect donations
.Flag Day gains more significance as
it considers that it is the responsibility
of the civilian population of India to
take care of the families and depen-
dents of the armed forces personnel
who fight for the country .The Flag
of the Indian Armed Forces is simi-
lar to that of the United Kingdom’s
Ministry of Defense ,first utilized in
1956,and is a common color scheme
in British-aligned territories ,used
by fellow Commonwealth nations
including Cyprus ,Kenya and Nigeria
.The Flag Day serves to promote three
basic causes which are as follows
-1-Rehabilitation of battle causali-
ties 2— Welfare of serving personnel
and their families and 3 — Resettle-
ment and welfare of ex-servicemen
and their families .On this important
occasion funds are collected from the
people through distribution of flags
and the money so collected is used for
the welfare of army and their families
It is the time for Indian’s to express
its gratitude and appreciation to the
current and veteran military person-

who died in service to the country .On
the Flag Day all three branches of the
Indian forces ,the Indian Army ,the
Indian Air Force and the Indian Navy
,arrange a variety of shows ,carnivals
,dramas and other entertainment
programmes to showcase to general
public the efforts of their personnel to
ensure national security. Throughout
the country small flags and car flags
inred ,deep blue and light blue colors
representing the three services are dis-
tributed in return for donations .The
original Flag Day Fund was set up in
1949,by the Defense Minister’s Com-
mittee .In 1993,the Defense Minister
of India consolidated related welfare
funds into single Armed Forces Flag
Day fund .Those funds include—
Amalgamated Special Fund for War
Bereaved ,War Disabled and other
ex-servicemen /serving personnel.2
Flag Day Fund 3-St Dunstan’s -India
and Kendriya Sainik Board Fund.
4-Indian Gorkha EX -Servicemen’s
Welfare Fund .The fund collection
is managed by the local arms of the
Kendriya Sainik Board -KSB ,which
is part of the Ministry of Defense .The
collection is organized both by official
and non-official means through vol-
untary organizations .Though welfare
of the ex-servicemen and their depen-
dents is the responsibility of the union
government ,and the governments of
states and UT’s ,majority of the prob-
lems have to be resolved only by the
states and UT’s .Like the Kendriya
Sainik Board at the centre ,the Rajya
/Zila Sainik Boards are responsible
for policy formulation and imple-
mentation of resettlement and welfare
schemes for ex-servicemen ,widows
and their dependents residing in their
respective states/UT’s /Districts .To
assist the central government in this
regard ,there are 32 Rajya Sainik
Boards and 392 Zila Sainik Boards in
the country .The Secretary KSB advis-
es the Department of Sainik welfare
in the states/UT’s on the policies for

vicemen ,widows and seeks reports
from the Director, Department Sainik
Welfare /Secretary RSB and Zila
Sainik welfare officer/Secretary ZSB
,on implementation of policies and
success in resettling ex-servicemen
,widows ,disabled personnel invali-
dated out from the Service and their
departments .Advise is also rendered
on the welfare schemes required for
the clientele ,which are financed from
funds allotted by the governments of
states/UT’s and the Amalgamated
Special funds .The Fund is operated
by a Managing Committee presided
over by the Defense Minister at the
centre and by the executive heads of
the governments in states and UT’s
.When the Armed Forces Flag Day
programme was introduced ,the fund
collection was managed in such a way
that the Central KSB headquarters
is given only a very small share of
the Flag Day Fund collections made
by each state .The allotted funds for
KSB is only half a paisa per individ-
ual in the state .The primary objec-
tive of Armed Forces Flag Day is to
honor the sacrifices and dedication
of the Indian Armed Forces Person-
nel .The objective is also to generate
funds for the welfare of families of
martyrs ex-servicemen ,and disabled
soldiers .Objective also includes to
foster a sense of responsibility among
citizens to support their defenders
.Armed Forces Flag Day is all about
paying tribute to the members of the
armed forces ,including the Army
,Navy, and Air Force ,who selflessly
dedicated their lives to safeguarding
the country’s freedom and peace and
so protect its borders .A horizontal
tricolor of red ,navy blue and sky
blue represent the army ,navy and
air forces of India .As already point-
ed above since 1949,7th December is
observed as the Armed Forces Flag
Day throughout the country to honor
the martyrs and the men in uniform
who valiantly fought and continue

the country’s honor .Soldiers are one
of the greatest assets of any country
.They are the guardians of the nation
and protect its citizens at all costs .To
fulfill their duties ,soldiers have sacri-
ficed a lot of things in their lives .The
country is forever indebted to these
gallant heroes who lay down their
lives in the service towards the moth-
erland .Itis our duty to not only show
our admiration for the martyrs and
the living heroes who were wounded
while doing their duties but also their
families who have been a crucial part
of this sacrifice .Apart from govern-
ment measures at the Centre and state
level ,it is the collective duty of every
citizen of our country to make his/
her unstinted and voluntary contri-
bution towards providing care, sup-
port, rehabilitation and financial aid
.Flag Day brings to the forefront our
commitment of looking after our war
disabled soldiers ,Veer Naris and the
families of Martyrs who have sacri-
ficed their lives for the country .The
citizens should contribute generously
for the welfare of the soldiers ,their
families ,widows, Veer Naris and
disabled soldiers as well as for their
resettlement and rehabilitation .Let us
join hands to celebrate the auspicious
occasion with dedication so that wel-
fare of the soldiers ,their families and
widows is ensured .All of us should
contribute for making the Armed
Forces Flag Day a success as we are
indebted towards the armed forces
and should try to repay the debt by
contributing towards Armed Forces
Flag Day .Jai Hind,Jai Jawan.

(The author is a
columnist, social and
KP activist)

Of gaps in history; and a remarkable absence of graffiti in India’s big cities

By: Farrukh Dhondy

n my recent sojourn
Oof several Indian
cities -- Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Goa, Delhi and
the city of eternal selfies,
Agra, I noted, a couple of
categorical absences -- pause
and cause for thought.

The first notable absence in
all these cities is that of graffiti
on vacant spaces. None. Yes,
there were commissioned
pictures on the city walls,
some possibly attempting to
give pictorial expression to
the supposed soul of the city,
others historically or simply
decoratively striking. Try
London, Berlin or any West-
ern city where every inch
of available space, even the
sides of bridges which one
would imagine were impos-
sible to access, plastered with
names, abuse, crude slogans,
undecipherable (to me and
other non-members of some
fraternity) codes and mes-
sages. They are all assertive
in one sense or the other. It
was Norman Mailer who
tirst wrote a paean to graf-
fiti in the magazine Esquire,
calling it a tide of urban art.
Mailer calls himself the Aes-
thetic Investigator (A-I) and
his second paragraph reads
thus: “A-I is talking to CAY
161. That is the famous CAY
from 161 Street, there at the
beginning with TAKI 183 and
JUNIOR 161, as famous in the
world of wall and subway
graffiti as Giotto may have

been when his name first cir-
culated through the circuits
of those workshops which
led through Masaccio to
Piera Della Francesca to Bot-
ticelli, Michelangelo, Leon-
ardo and Raphael. Whew! In
such company CAY loses all
name although he will not
necessarily see it that way...”
“Whew!” indeed. I recall that
I read Mailer’s ramblings in
1974 but at the time didn’t
consider sending that para-
graph and, in the same vein,
the rest of the article to the
satirical British fortnight-
ly Private Eye which runs
a column called “Pseuds’
Corner” and solicits preten-
tious quotes from readers
who may have come across
and noted them. At the time,
in my short and happy inno-
cence. | regarded Mailer as
one of my literary heroes and
publicly labelling it “pseud-
ery” would have been the
deepest sacrilege. But... one
grows up?

It is of course said that CAY
and perhaps all the others
who put their imprimatur
on walls, on gravestones, on
railway carriages parked in
the sidings of railroad terri-
tory, on the sides of elevated
highways and the girders of
rail and road bridges, do so
to mark out gang territory.
It’s the sort of thing dogs
do on lampposts to claim
them. I must admit, gentle
reader, that I have always
been intrigued as to how and

when graffiti of this sort -- or
any non-commissioned sort
-- is done. It’s obvious that
it's done at night when the
streets and railway sidings
and bridges are quiet and
deserted. But how and even
why do the grafitos (is that
the proper word? Though
I have heard them (called
“taggers”) brave heights
and detection to do it? Yes,
they mark their territory
and some of them declare
their affections and most
of them do it in an interna-
tionally uniform black font.
How did this almost manda-
tory graffiti font spread from
one continent to the other?
Despite Mailer’s pretentious-
ness, very little graffiti now
appeals as art, though some
of the black lettering does
give way, in appreciable
instances, to illustrative art.
In the case of the secretive
Banksy, one can even see
its distinctiveness and emo-
tional appeal -- a girl flies a
balloon as a symbol of hope
or aspiration perhaps? So,
why then is there no amateur
graffiti in Indian cities? There
certainly are nasty gangs
of youth and of the not-so-
young but they don’t seem
compelled to mark out their
territory. Perhaps the profits
from selling Ganja, or even
doctored cocaine, which
has been smuggled into the
country in condoms shoved
up the smugglers” backside,
hasn’t caused the sort of ter-

ritorial gang-murder that one
sees in London, Manchester
or New York. Or perhaps the
Indian youth regard going
out at night and expending
the effort on painting graf-
fiti to assert that they were
there as unpaid hard work?
The professional, commis-
sioned artist graffitos don’t
do any writing. Even the
notices that I used to see in
my youth no longer exist. I
recall the most prominent
in Pune and Chennai (then
Poona and Madras) were
signs saying COMMIT NO
NUISANCE, which didn’t
mean don’t play drums on
this spot or paint “Harish
loves Ramaswamy” on these
walls, but it clearly meant
“do not urinate” here. The
other absence I noted and
take seriously concerns two
of the museums that I visited.
In the Mumbai Chhatrapati
Shivaji Museum’s miniature
paintings gallery, there were
perhaps just one or two of the
dominant miniature style of
the Mughal period, originals
of which dominated the gal-
leries in the past and repro-
ductions of which could be
seen in all history books.
A gap in history is a gap
in national identity? Some
erasures, such as renaming
The Mall, as the Raj named
it, as Mahatma Gandhi Road
appear to be just. But pre-
tending that the Brits or the
Mughals were never there
doesn’t.
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On Armed Forces Flag Day, nation
salutes, strengthens support for
armed Iorces veterans

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: As
the nation marks Armed
Forces Flag Day today,
it is @ moment to reflect
on the unparalleled
service and sacrifices
of the Indian Armed
Forces. This day not
only celebrates the
valour and dedication of
those in uniform but also
acknowledges the con-
tributions of veterans
whose legacy continues
to inspire generations.

Veterans form the
backbone of the Indian
Army’s rich tradition,
their values of disci-
pline and patriotism
serving as a guiding
light for society. Even
after their active service,
they remain integral to
nation-building, con-
tributing as community
leaders, mentors, and
role models. Recognis-
ing their enduring impor-
tance, the Indian Army,
in partnership with the
Government of India,

has been implement-
ing a series of welfare
initiatives to support
and empower veter-
ans, Veernaris (widows
of soldiers), and their
families.

The Indian Army has
intensified its efforts
to address the needs
of veterans and their
families, ensuring their
welfare and dignity are
upheld.

From July 2022 to
March 2024, the Direc-
torate of Indian Army
Veterans (DIAV) organ-
ised outreach activities
in 210 locations across
the country. These
initiatives resolved
pension-related and
documentation issues
for many veterans
and widows, ensur-
ing access to benefits.
Additionally, guides on
welfare schemes were
distributed to Veernaris
and Next of Kin (NoKs),
enhancing awareness
about available support.

Modern tools such as
the SAMBANDH chat-
bot, launched in January
2024, have revolution-
ized grievance redressal
for veterans. This What-
sApp-based platform
has resolved over 1,789
issues in just 10 months.
Similarly, Veerangana &
Veterans Sewa Kendra
(VSK+), operational
since November 2022,
has facilitated over
389,000 calls, address-
ing queries and resolv-
ing service tickets effi-
ciently.

Between April 2022
and March 2024, the
Indian Army disbursed
Rs 121.06 Crores in
welfare grants across
various categories.
This included Rs 80.57
Crores in ex-gratia pay-
ments to the families of
battle casualties and
Rs 32.35 Crores in edu-
cation grants for over
20,000 children of vet-
erans and Veernaris.

Post-COVID, the
Indian Army has redou-
bled its efforts under
the Nari Sashaktikaran
initiative. From Septem-
ber 2023 to March 2024,
over 3,277 women—
including 23 widows—
were trained across 21
job roles, fostering eco-
nomic independence.
This initiative continues
to expand, with nearly
3,000 women currently
enrolled in skill develop-
ment courses.

Launched in August
2024, Project NAMAN
has established
SPARSH-enabled facil-
itation centers for pen-
sioners, with plans to
expand from 14 centers
today to 100 by 2026.
These centers provide
critical support to veter-
ans and their families,
significantly increasing
accessibility to services
such as life certificate
submissions and pen-
sion disbursements.

Fyaz expresses heartfelt
gratitude to authorities
for sanctioning KV at
Gool, Ramban

Top News Report

GOOL, Dec 7: Sheikh
Fyaz, a prominent youth
leader, today expressed
his heartfelt gratitude
to the authorities for
sanctioning a Kendriya
Vidyalaya at Gool and
Ramban.

This significant devel-
opment is a testament
to the government’s
commitment to provid-
ing quality education to
the students of Gool and
Ramban. The Kendriya
Vidyalaya will cater to
the educational needs

of children from various
backgrounds, including
those from transferable
Central Government
employees, Defence
and Paramilitary per-
sonnel.

Fyaz thanked the
authorities for recogniz-
ing the importance of
education in the region
and for taking concrete
steps to improve the
educational infrastruc-
ture. He expressed his
optimism that the Ken-
driya Vidyalaya will pro-
vide students with better
opportunities and help
them excel academi-
cally.

Once again, Fyaz
expressed his sincere
gratitude to the Govern-
ment for this significant
development.

Anantnag police intensifies crackdown
on drug trafficking, properties worth
Rs. 4.3 crores attached

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Dec 7: In
a significant operation
against drug trafficking
and narcotics-related
crimes, Anantnag Police
have attached five resi-
dential houses and
three vehicles, collec-
tively valued at Rs.4.3
crores, under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. Among
the properties seized
were houses belonging
to individuals linked to
multiple NDPS cases,
including Reyaz Ahmad
Dar, Mohammad Yousuf
Reshi, Subzar Ahmad

Mir, Mohammad Shafi
Dar, and Abdul Hamid
Chopan.

Vehicles, including a
Santro, WagonR, and
Toyota Corolla, owned
by individuals connect-
ed to narcotics-related
activities, were also
attached. This proac-
tive measure aims to
dismantle drug traf-
ficking networks and

disrupt their financial
operations. By targeting
assets, the police seek
to deter future illegal
activities and empha-
size their commitment
to creating a drug-free
society. Anantnag Police
have called upon the
public to support their
efforts in eradicating this
menace and ensuring a
safer community.

NSWA demands KVs for Bhalessa to
fulfill long-standing public aspiration

Public misled with empty promises on KVs for 15 years

Top News Report

DODA, Dec 7: The
National Students
Welfare Association
(NSWA), a registered
NGO, has renewed its
demand for the estab-
lishment of two Kend-
riya Vidyalayas (KVs)
in the remote region of
Bhalessa, specifically
at Chilli Pingal and Bha-
lessa town. This appeal
reflects a persistent
public demand that has
been unaddressed for
over 15 years, despite
repeated assurances
from political leaders.

Sadaket Malik, Chair-
man of NSWA, criticized
the exclusion of Bhales-
sa from the recent allo-
cation of 85 new Kendri-

ya Vidyalayas under the
Civil/Defence sectors by
the central government.
He said, “Despite years
of demands, no action
has been taken, leaving
the public disillusioned
by empty promises. It is
imperative for the state
education department
and the Ministry of Edu-
cation to prioritize this
genuine need.”

Malik underscored the
severe lack of quality
educational infrastruc-
ture in Bhalessa, which
creates significant chal-
lenges for students in
this underserved region.
The establishment of
Kendriya Vidyalayas
would not only ensure
access to high-standard

education but also foster
development and open
opportunities for stu-
dents, enabling them to
compete on a national
level.

The NSWA called for
immediate action from
the concerned authori-
ties to approve and ini-
tiate the establishment
of Kendriya Vidyalayas
in Bhalessa without fur-
ther delay. “The public
deserves action, not
hollow assurances,”
Malik added.

This plea serves as a
reminder of the urgency
to address the long-
standing educational
needs of Bhalessa’s
youth and to end the
cycle of unfulfilled prom-
ises.

GDC Doda organises

awareness programme
on Mission YUVA

Top News Report

DODA, Dec 7: A
one-day Awareness
Program on Mission
YUVA- Yuva Udyami
Vikas Abhiyan was
organized today by the
Department of Labour
and Employment,
Jammu and Kashmir in
collaboration with GDC
Doda at Government
Degree College (GDC)
Doda. The program was
organised under the
supervision of Principal
GDC Doda, Dr Javid
Igbal Zargar who also
welcomed the resource
person at the occasion.

In his inaugural
address Dr. Javid Igbal
highlighted the impor-
tance of ecosystem
required for entrepre-
neurship and start-up
culture for young aspir-
ing youth.

The program was
aimed at sensitizing all
participants on purpose,
components, implemen-
tation roadmap and
monitoring of Mission
YUVA.

Pawan Kumar Pari-
har, JKAS, Special
Secretary, Labour and
Employment Depart-
ment and son of the
soil, led the aware pro-
gram with a focus on
mission YUVA. He dis-
cussed about the pres-

ent employment sce-
nario and landscape of
entrepreneurship in the
UT of J&K, program
targets, government
structure, overarching
strategy, key interven-
tions, implementation
roadmap, responsi-
bilities of Departments/
Stakeholders for effec-
tive implementation of
the mission YUVA.

He also conducted
an interactive Q&A
session answering
students’ questions on
various aspects of mis-
sion YUVA. The aware-
ness program offered
insightful session from a
notable resource person
who shared his exper-
tise with participating
students at the college.
Convener Debates and
Seminar Committee
Prof. Naz Zargar, Con-
vener Career Counsel-
ling Committee Dr. Mir
Mohammad Masood,
Prof. Davinder Singh,
Prof. Anoj Kumar, Prof.
Majid Gani and other
faculty members of
the college were also
in attendance. The
awareness program
was moderated by Prof.
Naz Zargar and at the
conclusion the vote of
thanks were presented
by Prof. Anoj Kumar
Department of English
of the college.

GDC Budhal organises

cleanhness__ drive

i"op News Report

BUDHAL, Dec 7: The
NSS and NCC Units
of Government Degree
College Budhal collab-
oratively organized an
extensive cleanliness
drive across the campus
on December 6, 2024,
under the supervision
of Prof. Tahir Nadeem,
the NSS Programme
Officer and Prof. Qumar
Rabani Chowdhary, the
NCC CTO, and under
the overall guidance
of the Principal of the
College, Prof. Manzoor
Ahmed Dar. The drive,
which aimed to promote
a cleaner campus envi-

ronment and encourage
the values of selfless
service among the par-
ticipants, saw an enthu-
siastic participation with
over 90 NSS volunteers
and NCC cadets taking
part.

Participants were
divided into teams and
assigned specific areas
of the campus, includ-
ing the Administrative
Block, Academic Blocks,
Science Block and the
Library. They engaged
in various activities such
as sweeping, remov-
ing litter and clearing
weeds, contributing to
a noticeable improve-
ment in the cleanliness

and appearance of the
college campus.

Prominent staff mem-
bers who took active
part in this drive were
Dr. Atal Bharti, HoD
Physics; Dr. Altaf Hus-
sain, HoD Chemistry;
Dr. Mohd Idris, PTI and
Dr. Nisar Ahmed Bhat,
Lecturer in Botany.

Commending the NSS
Volunteers and NCC
Cadets for their efforts,
the College Principal
emphasized that such
initiatives help instill a
sense of responsibility in
students towards main-
taining a clean environ-
ment.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks
by Prof. Tahir Nadeem,
who expressed his
appreciation to the NSS
volunteers and NCC
cadets for their hard
work and dedication. He
also acknowledged the
college administration’s
support in making the
drive a success.

GDC RS Pura organizes one day workshop
on aari work hand embroidery

Top News Report

RS PURA, Dec 7:
Women Develop-
ment Cell of Govern-
ment Degree College
R.S Pura organized
a one day workshop
programme on handi-
craft under the worthy
patronage of Princi-
pal Prof. (Dr.) Preetpal
Kour and supervision of
Dr. Neena Gupta Rohm-
etra, Convener Women
Development Cell and
Head, Department of
English. The experts for
the workshop were Ritu

Gupta and Arun Kumar
from Dogre Well Wisher
Foundation, registered
with the directorate of
Handicraft J&K and Min-
istry of Textiles Govt. of
India. The session start-
ed with a welcome note
given by Dr. Savleen
Kour, Assistant Profes-
sor Veterinary Tech-
nology. More than 30
students participated in
this workshop with great
zeal and enthusiasm.
The workshop provid-
ed a platform to the par-
ticipants to gain hands-
on experience like Aari

work hand embr0|dery
In her address, the Prin-
cipal, laying emphasis
on the significance of the
workshop, said that such
types of workshops can
help preserve tradition-
al techniques and pass
them down to younger
generations, ensuring

that these crafts should

not disappear over time.

Handicraft workshops
can open up opportuni-
ties for entrepreneur-
ship. Participants can
sell their creative works,
thereby contributing to
the local economy or
even starting their own

business. These work-
shops also create a
sense of community by
bringing together people
with similar interests,
fostering collaboration,
and enabling cultural
exchange.

Senior faculty member
Prof. Shifali Abrol, Asso-
ciate Professor in Zool-
ogy also graced the
occasion. The workshop
concluded with the vote
of thanks by Dr. Kiran
Pathania, Assistant
Professor Department
of English.

GDC RS Pura organizes fund raising
activity on Flag Day

Top News Report

RS PURA, Dec 7: In
collaboration with the
Sainik Welfare Depart-
ment, Government
Degree College, R.S.
Pura celebrates Flag
Day 2024 under the
guidance of the Prin-
cipal of the college,
Prof. Dr. Preetpal Kour
and supervision of Lt.
Rakesh Choudhary,
ANO Boys and Dr.
Rupali Slathia, ANO
Girls. On this occasion
of Flag Day 2024, the
NCC cadets of the col-
lege rendered services
for the welfare of the Ex-
Service men, Veer Naris
and their wards by par-
ticipating in the Flag Day
Fund collection Drive
on Dec 7, 2024 within
and outside the college
campus.

Armed Forces Flag
Day, observed annually
on 7th December, is a
significant occasion in
India dedicated to hon-
oring the valor and sac-

rifices of the nation’s mil-
itary personnel. This day
serves as a tribute to the
soldiers, veterans, and
their families who have
devoted themselves to
safeguarding the coun-
try’s sovereignty.

NCC cadets of GDC
RS Pura participated
in the fundraising ini-
tiatives aimed at sup-
porting the welfare of
armed forces personnel
and their families. The
funds are collected in
the college and in the
adjoining areas of Miran
Sahib and Arnia that are
utilized for the rehabilita-
tion of battle casualties,
welfare of serving per-
sonnel and their fami-

lies, and resettlement
of ex-servicemen.

The Principal and the
staff along with cadets
extended their grati-
tude towards the armed
forces through mes-
sages and participation
in events. Principal Prof
(Dr.) Preetpal Kour said,
“Armed Forces Flag
Day not only honors the
bravery and commit-
ment of the military but
also reinforces the bond
between civilians and
the armed forces, fos-
tering a sense of unity
and national pride.” She
motivated the cadets of
the college to partici-
pate in such activities in
future.

JKTF hails efforts of DSEK,
requests DSEJ to speed up

promotion process

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 7: Director School
Educational Kashmir released one more
promotion list of 372 eligible teachers as
masters, the list is released for final obser-
vation if any, the eligible aspirants from
jammu division are pressing hard for their
promotion, in a statement issued by chair-
man Teachers Forum and national vice
president of AISTF Mohd Amin khan that
Forum is highly thankful to Director School
Education Kashmir Dr Tasaduq Hus-
sain, personal officer Eng. Hilal Ahmad,
for releasing the promotion list in a time

bound manner. JKTF requested DSEK

to redress the other legitimate issues of

teachers.

teachers. Meanwhile Chairman Teachers
Forum M Amin Khan, UT president JKTF
M Ashraf Shiekh, provincial president
Jammu Sanjeet Sharma requested Direc-
tor School Education Jammu to speed up
the promotion list of eligible teachers as
masters and to adress the genuine issues
of teachers of Jammu division.

Khan said that JKTF the unique voice
and guardian of Teaching community will
always high light the legitimate issues of
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Manoj Bajpayee on chasing dreams and

~ Allu Arjun breaks silence over

How does a farmer’s son from
a Bihar village reach the pin-
nacle of his dreams in starry
Mumbai where a million hopes
are dashed and met every day?
Manoj Bajpayee has the answer
- just be “intelligently stubborn”.

The actor has successful-
ly owned both commercial
and arthouse cinema as well
as the big screen along with
small roles as diverse as Bhiku
Mhatre in ‘Satya’ and Srikant
Tiwari in ‘The Family Man’. He
says that he soon understood
that circumstances can break
those not committed to their
dreams.

“You have to be intelligently
stubborn and audacious. | say
stubborn because otherwise
circumstances and situations
challenge you at every moment
and make you doubt yourself,”
Bajpayee told agency in an
interview.

“There is a saying, ‘you take
four steps back before you
take a leap’. | have not been
too much in love with myself. |
understood the circumstances.”,
Bajpayee said.

After the breakout role in
the 1998 underworld drama
‘Satya’, directed by Ram Gopal
Varma and still remembered for
Bajpayee’s portrayal of gangster
Bhiku Mhatre, the offers came
rolling in. All in the same mould,
Bajpayee wanted none of it.

“I was very stubborn about not
getting typecast... The industry
didn’t know what to offer me and
thought if he is refusing, then
offer a lot of money... but | knew
| would not be a villain because
if I do it then will not let me come
out of it ever,” the 55-year-old
said.

“I knew this even at that age,”
he added citing the legendary
actors Pran and Ajeet who found
it near impossible to come out of
the villain bracket.

Bajpayee, who will next be
seen in the role of investigative
journalist Joy Bag in director
Kanu Behl's ‘Despatch’, slated
for release on December 13,
said he understands that people
have different destinies and
destinations.

Growing up with show busi-
ness dreams as one of six sib-
lings, Bajpayee said his farmer
father didn’t have the resourc-
es to support his ambitions.
Bajpayee travelled to Delhi
when he was just 17, pursued a
college education as his mother
wanted, did theatre and then
landed up in Mumbai.

He debuted with a small role
in Govind Nihalani’s ‘Drohkaal’
in 1994 and was first noticed in
Shekhar Kapur’s ‘Bandit Queen’
the same year. The big break
was “Satya” where everyone
noticed him.

It propelled him into the big
league, launching a three-
decade career that is still strong.
Along the way have been films
such as ‘Shool’, ‘Zubeida’,
‘Rajneeti’, ‘Gangs of Wassey-
pur’, ‘Aligarh’ and ‘Sonchiriya’.
He did an easy segue into the
small screen with ‘Gulmohar’,
‘Sirf Ek Banda Kaafi Hai’ and

the web show ‘The Family Man’.

Bajpayee said that success
of ‘Satya’ changed not just his
trajectory and the way cinema
was viewed but also the lives of
many young people back home.
The journey from a small village
to the silver screen gave others
the courage to explore vistas
beyond home, achieve success
and not just in the movies.

The only other major success-
ful actor from Bihar in the film
industry till that point was Sha-
trughan Sinha.

“I was told that not just my vil-
lage, district but many young
people from the state left their
homes after ‘Satya’. Not all of
them wanted to be actors, some
for sure. Many of them left their
homes because they felt that if
this man is on the screen now,
then why can’'t we do what we
want to in our life?”

“With Shatru ji, everyone knew
he came from an affluent family
and was from Patna. He just
needed to take a train to Delhi.
We would first need to ride a
tractor, then a bus and then a
train to reach Delhi. It would
take two and a half days just to
reach Patna.”

The casting for Bhiku Mhatre,

Shahana Goswami, who plays the

wife of Manoj Bajpayee in Despatch,

says acting with Bajpayee, and

whose dialogue “Mumbai ka
king kaun” is now part of cinema
history. Bajpayee had gone to
audition for Ram Gopal Varma'’s
1997 Sanjay Dutt-starrer ‘Daud’.
This was after ‘Bandit Queen’,
which had given him recognition
but not a real break.

“When the film released every
other actor got busy in the
industry, only | didn’t have any
work.”, says the actor.

“When Ramu got to know that
| played Mann Singh’s character
in ‘Bandit Queen’ four-five years
ago, he told me, ‘I have been
trying to find out about you for
four-five years but nobody had
any idea about you so | couldn’t
get any number’. Now that |
have found you, don’t do this
(‘Daud’) role. | am making my
next and you will be the main
lead in that'.”

Bajpayee insisted he had to
be in the film. “l was like, ‘Sir,
give me this role and when that
happens you can cast me in that
later’. | am getting Rs 35,000 for
this. This chance is very impor-
tant for me at this time’.” RGV
stayed true to his promise.

‘Satya’ ended a tough jour-
ney though Bajpayee doesn’t
quite call it a struggle. “The real
struggle is that of a rickshaw-
walla who will not have money
if he doesn’t pull his rickshaw
one day. It is not his dream...
We were chasing our dreams.”
From Bihar to almost a decade
in Delhi theatre scene and
then Mumbai, Bajpayee has
belonged to different places at
different times. But home will
always be Belwa, his ancestral
village.

“It is ironical that when | was
there, | wanted to get out of the
place. Now that god has given
you a life and that you have
made it, then you feel like going
back.”, said Bajpayee.

‘Pushpa 2’ screening stampede

Actor Allu Arjun
announced a sum of Rs
25 lakh to the family of
a woman who died due
to asphyxiation at a the-
atre screening ‘Pushpa
2’ premiere show in
Hyderabad.

In a video posted on
X, the 42-year-old actor
said he wants to assure
the grieving family that
they are not alone in this
painful situation and he
will meet the family per-
sonally.

A 35-year woman died
and her son was hospi-
talised on Wednesday
due to asphyxiation,
as crowds jostled at a
film theatre here during
the premiere show of
actor Allu Arjun’s latest
movie.

The incident took place
when a large number of
fans thronged the Sand-
hya theatre to have a
glimpse of the star.

“Whatever we do, this
loss can never be cov-
ered. From our side, we
want to say that we are
emotionally there for
you. Whatever help you
need, we are there for
you, and on my behalf, |
would like to donate an
amount of 25 lakhs just
as a goodwill gesture

to secure their future
and especially children.
I'll be there for them if
they need any kind of
support, | will try to be
there,” he said in the
video, expressing con-
dolences.

A case has been regis-
tered against Allu Arjun,
his security team and
the theatre manage-
ment under sections 105
and 118(1) of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
at the Chikkadpally
police station based on
the complaint by the
deceased’s family.

He further said that he
would bear the medical
expenses of the boy,
who is currently under-
going treatment at a pri-
vate hospital.

Arjun said he came to
know of the “tragic inci-
dent” only the follow-
ing day and the whole
movie team was upset.

“Deeply heartbroken
by the tragic incident
at Sandhya theatre. My
heartfelt condolences
go out to the griev-
ing family during this
unimaginably difficult
time. | want to assure
them they are not alone
in this pain and will
meet the family person-

ally. While respecting
their need for space to
grieve, | stand commit-
ted to extending every
possible assistance
to help them navigate
through this challeng-
ing journey,” he said in
a post.

He advised the public
to be careful when they
go to a cinema hall and
return home safely after
watching the movies.

Meanwhile, the eight-
year-old boy remains in
a critical condition, doc-
tors at the hospital treat-
ing him said.

“(The) Child has per-
sistent fever spikes
necessitating higher
antibiotics. Child has
been started on NG
(nasogastric tube) feeds
which he is tolerating
well with adequate urine
output showing some
glimpse of hope. Howev-
er, the condition remains
critical, and the patient
is under intensive care
and close monitoring as
the medical team works
to stabilise him further,”
the hospital said in a
statement.

Currently he is on
mechanical ventilator
requiring minimal set-
tings and minimal iono-
tropic support, neuro-
logically (GCS E3VTM4)
improving with no clini-
cal seizures, it added.

Akshansh Yadav,
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (central zone)
told agency that the
police are collecting
more evidence regard-
ing the incident.

A proposed press con-
ference by the ‘Pushpa
2’ team today was can-
celled, without citing any
reason.

- Honey Singh’s documentary to drop
- on December 20

director Kanu Behl was rewarding

Shahana Goswami
is a woman with many
interests. Acting is her
true calling, and so are
writing and directing,
something that she has
dreamt of doing since
her childhood, which
she believes will happen
in due time... If Covid
had people finding it dif-
ficult to pass time, Sha-
hana wanted extra four
hours to do all that she
wished to do!

We catch her during
Despatch promotions
and get to know more
about her love for
cinema, and travel.

But before we get
there, it's Despatch,
the film that's due to
release on December 13
on ZEES. Working with
director Kanu Behl was
on her to-do list, and
to act opposite Manoj
Bajpayee was icing on
the cake. Yet, it was a
small part and that made
Shahana hesitant. “I
don’t have a problem
with small parts, but
when you have Kanu
and Manoj on board,
one gets greedy and
wants more,” says the
Rock On!! actress.

On the hindsight, she
is glad that she took up
the opportunity. “I con-
sider Despatch an appe-
tiser,” she laughs. Play-
ing Shweta Bag, wife of
Manoj Bajpayee, came
with emotional heft. The
couple is in the dying
stage of their marriage
and gives it one last try
to sale it. While real Sha-
hana is pretty different
from the character she
plays here, she relates

to the sinking feeling that
comes with a doomed
relationship. “We all
have been through that
feeling of hopelessness,
and despair that comes
with it. That bit was relat-
able.” However, it was
her character Meen-
akshi Chatterji in The
Suitable Boy that stands
out for her. “As an actor
you take on many char-
acters but playing Meen-
akshi Chatteriji, so very
different from the real
me, was a revelation.”
Though women direc-
tors in the industry can
be counted on the fin-
gertips, Shahana has
interestingly worked

with more women direc-
tors than men. The list
includes Deepa Mehta,
Reema Kagti, Mira Nair,
Shimit Amin, Nandita
Das, Alankrita Shrivas-
tava, Bornila Chatterjee,
Tanuja Chandra and Anu
Menon among others. “I
know it's an anomaly,
but | take pride in work-
ing with many women
South-Asian directors.
Lately, there has been
a push in this direction,”
says Shahana, who
believes one is likely to
see many women taking
up prominent roles in the
film industry in coming
times.

Among many things

that she loves, attend-
ing film festivals is one
of them. “As a cinema
lover, | love to watch
films that seldom see
theatrical release. As
an actor too, | bond with
people, who enthusiasti-
cally come to film festi-
vals to appreciate a cer-
tain director’s or actor’s
work.” Shahana, who
attended Dharamshala
International Film Fes-
tival and International
Film Festival of India
recently, says indepen-
dent filmmaking is a
courageous job and film
festivals are the place to
celebrate that. Most fes-
tivals have a distribution
network that can help
films see a release as
well. “| have done about
35 films and about half
of them had a festival
round or not released
at least in India though
they were released
overseas. Not just the
actor but the cine buff
in me loves these fes-
tivals!”

She loves to travel to
meet people and explore
paces. “l travel so much
that being in Mumbai is
like a vacation for me,”
she says.

Having started when
films were shot on reels,
just before the advent of
the digital era, Shahana
believes that OTT has
been the real game-
changer. “Now that
there is an audience for
all sorts of stories, one
can experiment with
the story telling, which
is wonderful,” she signs
off.

YO YO

H?IEY SINH
e B

ONLY ON

The documentary
based on Indian rapper
Yo Yo Honey Singh,
Yo Yo Honey Singh:
Famous has set its
streaming date. It is
set to drop on OTT on
December 20.

Itis directed by Mozez
Singh of Human fame
and offers an exclu-
sive look into the life of
the hip-hop artiste and
rapper. Revealing the

real Honey, aka Hird-
esh Singh, the man
behind the headlines, it
chronicles his rapid rise
to fame, from the chal-
lenges he faced to his
comeback.

The documentary
has been produced by
Guneet Monga Kapoor
and Achin Jain under
the banner of Sikhya
Entertainment. Guneet
Monga Kapoor and

Achin Jain, said in a joint
statement, “With Yo Yo
Honey Singh: Famous,
we delve into his story
in its rawest form—from
his meteoric rise to his
struggles and ultimate
comeback as Hirdesh
Singh. It was fascinat-
ing to discover how little
we knew about the real
person behind the stage
name.”

They further men-
tioned. “After the suc-
cess of The Elephant
Whisperers, we’re proud
to present a documen-
tary that captures the
resilience, reinvention,
and unfiltered truth of
this true desi kalakar—
a journey we believe
fans and critics alike will
find deeply fascinating.
We're thrilled to collabo-
rate with Director Mozez
Singh and Netflix again
to bring this extraordi-
nary story to audiences
worldwide.”

For director Mozez
Singh, capturing Honey
Singh’s journey has
been an incredible expe-
rience, as he said, “He
is a fascinating man,

who has already lived
so many lifetimes in
this one life. | feel hon-
oured and privileged
to be bringing a docu-
mentary alongside the
Oscar-winning Sikhya
and to have been given
full access to Honey
Singh’s world. I'm so
thankful that he trusted
me with his life story. We
have covered everything
in this film- love, pain,
family, success, failure,
loss, mental health, and
the fight to come back”.

“But most of all we
have spoken about
the price of fame. This
documentary highlights
his evolution, his lasting
impact on popular cul-
ture, and a lot of stories
that no one has ever
heard before. We're
thrilled for you to meet
the legend, the man who
is responsible for creat-
ing a revolution in the
Indian rap and hip-hop
scene, a man entirely
unique in his making”,
he added.

The documentary
is set to premiere on
December 20 on Netflix.

Each part of an Indian wedding tells a story,

says designer Anjali Phougat

Ace designer Anjali Phougat,
who is known in the fashion cir-
cuit for her clothes and jewellery
designs, says that Indian wed-
dings are known for their outfits.
She adds that each and every
piece has so much significance
attached.

“Indian weddings are truly one-
of-a-kind, celebrated for their
rich colours, intricate designs,
and elaborate ceremonies. What
makes an Indian wedding so
unique is its deep-rooted cultural
significance and the artistry that

goes into every element.

Each outfit, from the bride’s
lehenga to the groom’s sherwani,
is crafted to tell a story—often
blending tradition with personal
style.

The combination of luxurious
fabrics, hand-embroidery, and
ornate jewellery makes the entire
experience unforgettable, immers-
ing guests in a celebration of love
and heritage,” she says. Talking
about the current trends, she
adds, “ Sustainable fashion is also
becoming popular.”
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President Murmu lays
foundation for three new
railway |IIIBS in Odisha

BANGRIPOSI, Dec 7
(Agencies): President
Droupadi Murmu on
Saturday laid the foun-
dation for three new
railway lines in Odisha.

Bangriposi-Goruma-
hisani, Buramara-
Chakulia and Badam-
pahar-Keonjhargarh
are the railway lines
for which the founda-
tion stones were laid
by Murmu in the pres-
ence of Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Union Tribal Affairs
Minister Jual Oram,
among others.

The Railways said the
new lines will create
more job opportuni-

Rajnath to begin 3-day visit to Russia on Dec 8

\|

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
will embark on a three-
day trip to Russia on
Sunday to witness the
commissioning of a
stealth warship into the
Indian Navy and hold
talks with his Russian
counterpart, Andrey
Belousov, on the expan-
sion of bilateral cooper-
ation in co-production of
military hardware.

The Russian-man-
ufactured multi-role
stealth guided missile
frigate INS Tushil will
be commissioned on
Monday in the coastal
city of Kaliningrad. The
warship, billed as one
of the most technologi-
cally advanced frigates
globally, is expected to
significantly bolster the

ties and ensure socio-
economic development
of the areas, boosting
connectivity in tribal-
dominated Keonjhar
and Mayurbhanj dis-
tricts.

The new lines will
facilitate the transpor-
tation of raw materials

Indian Navy’s opera-
tional capability in the
Indian Ocean, a region
that has witnessed
increasing Chinese
forays.

Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi will accompany
Singh to the commis-
sioning ceremony.

Defence Minister
Singh would pay an
official visit to the Rus-
sian Federation from
December 8-10, an offi-
cial readout said on Sat-
urday.lt said Singh and
Belousov would co-chair
the 21st meeting of the
India-Russia Inter-Gov-
ernmental Commission
on Military and Military
Technical Cooperation
(IRIGC-M&MTC) in
Moscow on December
10.

from mineral rich areas.

The President also
virtually laid the foun-
dation for three other
projects in Rairangpur
— Tribal Research and
Development Centre,
Dandbose Airport and
a sub-divisional hospi-
tal.

The Defence Minister’s
visit to Russia comes
five months after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
travelled to Moscow and
held summit talks with
Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin. In the talks,
both sides decided to
further bolster two-way
defence ties.

Singh and Belousov
would review the entire
range of multi-faceted

Man kills mother for objecting to
marriage, makes it look like robbery

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): A 22-year-
old man in Delhi was
arrested for allegedly
killing his mother after
she refused to let him
marry the woman of
his choice and threat-
ened to disinherit him,
police said on Saturday.
The man, identified as
Sawan, initially made
the crime look like a
robbery.

He called the Delhi
police control room
on Friday night, telling
them that his mother
had been killed and that
her earrings had been
stolen.

However, upon inves-
tigation, the police did
not find any signs of rob-
bery. Other valuables
were also found intact in
the house, officials said.

Further investigations
revealed that Sawan,

the younger son of the
victim, Sulochna, had
killed her.

Sawan'’s elder brother,
Kapil (27), was sched-
uled to get married soon.
Sawan told his mother
that he also wanted to
get married to a woman
he had known FOR a
long time, the accused
told the police. Howev-
er, his mother scolded
him and refused to let
him marry the woman.
She also warned that if

he ever brought up the
topic again, she would
cut him out of any share
in the property, officials
said.

Upset, Sawan alleged-
ly made a plan to kill her.

After committing the
crime, he removed his
mother’s earrings to
make it look like a rob-
bery. Sawan, who drove
a car for transporting
goods, used to give
all his earnings to his
mother, the police said.

Govt committed to providing school education

to every section of soc1ety

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said his
government has taken
another big decision to
make school education
as accessible as pos-
sible with the Cabinet
approving the opening
of 85 new Kendriya
Vidyalayas.

He asserted that
while the step will ben-
efit a large number of
students, many new
employment opportuni-
ties will also be created.

“Our government has
taken another big deci-
sion to make school
education as acces-
sible as possible.
Under this, 85 new
Kendriya Vidyalayas
will be opened across
the country. While this
step will benefit a large
number of students,

relations between the
two countries in the field
of defence, including
military-to-military and
industrial cooperation,
the defence ministry
said in the readout.
“They will also
exchange views on con-
temporary regional and
global issues of mutual
interest,” it said.
People familiar with
Singh’s visit said India-

many new employment
opportunities will also
be created,” Modi said
in a post in Hindi on X.

The prime minister
said the government
is committed to provid-
ing school education
to every section of the
society in accordance
with the National Edu-
cation Policy.

“As part of that,
our government has

Russia cooperation in
co-production of mili-
tary hardware will figure
prominently in the
talks between the two
defence ministers.

“As part of the visit,
the Defence Minister
will also commission
the Indian Navy’s latest
multi-role stealth guided
missile frigate ‘INS
Tushil’ at Yantra Ship-
yard, Kaliningrad on
December 9,” the min-
istry said. Singh would
also pay tributes at ‘The
Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier’ in Moscow to
honour the Soviet sol-
diers killed during the
Second World War, it
said.

He is also scheduled
to interact with the mem-
bers of the Indian com-
munity in Moscow.

approved 28 new Navo-
daya Vidyalayas across
the country. This will
expand residential and
quality school education
to a larger extent,” Modi
said in another post in
Hindi.

The prime minister also
said his government is
determined to improve
connectivity across the
country.

“In this direction,

PM Modi

our government has
approved the Rithala-
Kundli corridor under
the fourth phase of Delhi
Metro in the National
Capital Region. This
will make commut-
ing between Delhi and
Haryana easier,” Modi
said.

The Union Cabinet
approved on Friday the
opening of 85 new KVs
and 28 new NVs. It also
gave its nod to expand-
ing one KV.

The opening of these
new KVs will provide
an opportunity for over
82,000 students to
receive affordable and
high-quality education
across the country.

The total estimated
requirement of funds
for the establishment of
the 85 new KVs and the
expansion of one exist-
ing KVs is Rs 5,872.08

crore spread over a
period of eight years
from 2025-26.

As of date, there are
1,256 functional Kendri-
ya Vidyalayas, including
three abroad -- Moscow,
Kathmandu and Tehran
-- and 13.56 lakh stu-
dents are studying in
these schools, an official
statement said.

The Union Cabinet
also approved on Friday
the 26.463-km Rithala-
Kundli corridor of the
Delhi Metro’s Phase-IV
project that will further
enhance connectivity
between the national
capital and neighbour-
ing Haryana.

The entire stretch will
comprise 21 stations, all
of them elevated. The
decisions were taken
at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Modi.

Murder case suspect shot
at, arrested in UP’s Deoria

A manhunt was launched for the shooter at
Singh’s mother’s complaint and five people were
arrested in the course of the investigation.

DEORIA/GORAKHPUR, Dec 7
(Agencies): Amurder case suspect was
shot in the leg and nabbed Saturday
morning in the Surauli area of Deoria

district, police said.

Deepak Mishra was admitted to
Maharshi Devraha Baba Medical Col-
lege for treatment for a gunshot wound.

On November 7, Nihal Singh (alias

Shubham Singh), a resident of Musaf
Colony in Deoria, was shot dead near
Jaddhu Parsia village.

A manhunt was launched for the
shooter at Singh’s mother’s complaint
and five people were arrested in the
course of the investigation.

On Saturday, police, acting on a tip-
off, intercepted Mishra near Vishunpur
Morh in Surauli and opened fire when
they were met with resistance.

An illegal firearm was recovered from
Mishra’s possession, police said.

Additional Superintendent of Police

Sunil Kumar Singh said Mishra was the

final suspect in the case.

“The accused is receiving medical
treatment, and legal proceedings are
underway,” he added.

CISF sets up quality control unit to ensure
world-class aviation securlty at Indian Airports

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): The Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) has taken a sig-
nificant step towards
enhancing aviation
security by establishing
an Internal Quality Con-
trol Unit (IQCU) for the
Aviation Security Group
(ASG) deployed at 68
airports across India, an
official said on Saturday.

The IQCU will play a
crucial role in establish-
ing world-class security
procedures and tech-
nology. This initiative is
in compliance with the
National Civil Aviation
Security Quality Con-
trol Programme-2024
(NCASQCP) issued by
the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security (BCAS)
and the Aircraft (Secu-
rity) Rules-2023.

As per the CISF, the

IQCU shall be part of
the Aviation Security
Control Center (ASCC)
which was inaugurated
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on July 22,
2023.

“The ASCC, with its
advanced components
like Incident Manage-
ment Centre, Aviation
Research and Data
Centre, Centralized

Communication Con-
trol Centre will work in
tandem with the IQCU to
meet the current security
challenges and enhance
the overall security pos-
ture of Indian airports.
This system will also
cover the airports under
Regional Connectivity
Scheme (UDAAN),” said
the CISF in a statement.

The 1QCU will be

led by a senior CISF
officer and a team of
certified Aviation Secu-
rity (AVSEC) instructors,
national auditors and
experienced personnel
who will be instrumen-
tal in ensuring unifor-
mity in security proce-
dures across all airports
through standardized
training and evaluation
methods.

Other key functions
include recommend-
ing the adoption of new
technologies based on
field trials and interna-
tional best practices,
conducting internal
inspections and audits
based on International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAQ) and Bureau
of Civil Aviation (BCAS)
guidelines to evaluate
security operations and

implement corrective
measures.

Monitoring, reviewing
and updating security
protocols to meet estab-
lished standards, ensur-
ing compliance, technol-
ogy effectiveness and
operational efficiency;
collecting and analyzing
feedback from ASGs
as per International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAQO), BCAS and
NCASQCP standards
to identify gaps and
improve performance
are among other key
areas of work.

The CISF further said it
is committed to enhanc-
ing the effectiveness
of security operations,
mitigating risks and
maintaining a robust and
resilient aviation security
system.

Man stabbed to death by neighbours
after fight over not ﬂushlng toilet

NEW DELHI, Dec 7 (Agencies):
An 18-year-old scrap worker suc-
cumbed to multiple stab wounds
after neighbours in Delhi’s Govind-
puri came to blows over a common
toilet not being flushed.

The fight broke out between
the two siblings and a family that
lives on the first floor of a building
situated in the South Delhi area.
Sudheer, his 22-year-old brother
Prem and his friend Sagar got
into a fight with Bhikam Singh, his
wife Meena, and their three sons
Sanjay, 20, Rahul, 18, and a minor
boy.

Early on Saturday, Sudheer was
rushed to the hospital with stab
wounds on his chest, head and
face, but died during treatment.
Meanwhile, Prem was undergo-
ing treatment, while Sagar was
discharged.

Sagar Malik, a neighbour, told
agency Videos that the victims
were beaten up with rods and
knives. “Bhikam’s family called
the police and told them that their
mother was attacked,” Malik said.

A case of murder has been reg-
istered and Bhikam and his family
have been apprehended for inves-

R\

tigation, they said.

Sudheer, a native of Uttar
Pradesh’s Mainpuri, paid 3,000
per month in rent for the house
which he shared with his broth-
er, an e-rickshaw driver. Bhikam
Singh works at a building materials
shop and had shifted to the build-
ing around 45 days ago.

m.

Mahadev App Betting Case: Probe Agency Attaches
Assets Worth 388 Crore

NEW DELHI, Dec 7 (Agencies):
The Enforcement Directorate on
Saturday said it has attached fresh
assets worth about 388 crore in
its ongoing money laundering
investigation into the Mahadev
online betting case in which vari-
ous high-ranking politicians and
bureaucrats from Chhattisgarh are
alleged to have been involved.

These include movable assets
-- investment made by Mauritius-
based company Tano Investment
Opportunities Fund related to
Dubai-based “hawala operator”
Hari Shankar Tibrewal through
FPI and FDI -- and properties
in Chhattisgarh, Mumbai and
Madhya Pradesh in the name of

promoters of multiple betting apps
and websites, panel operators and
associates of the promoters, the
federal agency said in a state-
ment. A provisional order was
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
on December 5 to attach these
assets with a total value of 387.99
crore, the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) said.

Mr Tibrewal is being investigated
by the agency in this case.

The ED has issued multiple such
orders during this investigation and
with the latest order, assets worth
2,295.61 crore have been either
frozen, attached or seized so far.

Eleven people have been arrest-

ed in this case and the ED has filed
four chargesheets.

The agency has alleged in
the past that its probe into the
Mahadev Online Betting (MOB)
gaming and betting app has shown
the involvement of various high-
ranking politicians and bureaucrats
from Chhattisgarh. The app’s two
main promoters, Sourabh Chan-
drakar and Ravi Uppal, hail from
the state. According to the ED,
the MOB app is an umbrella syn-
dicate arranging online platforms
for enabling illegal betting websites
to enrol new users, create user
IDs and launder money through
a layered web of benami bank
accounts.
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Yoon Suk Yeol says martial law declaration born of desperation; People Power Party

leader Han Dong-hoon calls him a danger to the country

SEOUL, Dec 7 (Agencies):
South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol on Saturday apolo-
gised for his attempt to impose
martial law this week but did
not resign, defying intense
pressure to step down even
from some in his ruling party
and only hours ahead of a
planned impeachment vote.

Yoon said he would not seek
to avoid legal and political
responsibility for his decision
to declare martial law for the
first time in South Korea since
1980. He said the decision
was born of desperation.

The speech was the embat-
tled leader’s first public
appearance since he rescind-
ed the martial law order early
on Wednesday, just six hours
after it was declared and after
parliament defied military and
police cordons to vote against
the decree.

“l am very sorry and would
like to sincerely apologise to
the people who were shocked,”
Yoon said in a televised address
to the nation, during which he
bowed.

“Ileave it up to my party to take
steps to stabilise the political
situation in the future, including
the issue of my term in office,”

he said.

Han Dong-hoon, leader of
Yoon’s People Power Party
(PPP), said after the address
that the president was no longer
in a position to carry out public
duty and his resignation was
now unavoidable.

On Friday, Han said Yoon
was a danger to the country
and needed to be removed
from power, increasing the
pressure on Yoon to quit even
though PPP members later reaf-
firmed a formal opposition to his
impeachment.

Han was scheduled to meet
Prime Minister Han Duck-soo
on Saturday, local Yonhap News

reported. Under the constitution
if Yoon resigns or is impeached
then the prime minister, who was
appointed by Yoon, becomes
South Korea'’s interim president.

Lawmakers will vote on the
main opposition Democratic
Party’s motion to impeach Yoon
later on Saturday.

Yoon shocked the nation late
on Tuesday when he gave the
military sweeping emergency
powers in order to root out what
he called “anti-state forces” and
overcome obstructionist political
opponents.

Some PPP members urged
Yoon to resign before the vote,
saying they did not want a

repeat of the 2016 impeach-
ment of then-President Park
Geun-hye, who left office fol-
lowing months of candlelit pro-
tests over an influence-peddling
scandal. Her downfall triggered
the implosion of the party and a
victory by liberals in presidential
and general elections.

In scenes reminiscent of those
protests, thousands of demon-
strators holding candles assem-
bled outside parliament on
Friday night demanding Yoon’s
impeachment. More demonstra-
tions are expected on Saturday
ahead of the vote.

Prosecutors, the police and the
Corruption Investigation Office
for High-ranking Officials have
all launched probes into Yoon
and senior officials involved in
the martial law decree, seeking
to pursue charges of insurrec-
tion and abuse of power, among
others.

The officials face potential
charges of insurrection, abuse
of authority and obstructing
other people from exercising
their rights. If convicted, the
crime of leading an insurrection
is punishable by death or life
imprisonment, with or without
prison labour.

Polls open in general election in Ghana overshadowed
by the worst economic crisis in a generation

ACCRA, Dec 7
(Agencies): Polls

ing inflation and a lack
of jobs.

party, while the ruling
NPP tags itself as lean-

ised to build on the out-
going administration’s

debt last year as it faced
a worsening economic

opened in presidential
and legislative elections
in Ghana Saturday,
poised to be a litmus
test for democracy in
a region shaken by
extremist violence and
coups.

Some 18.7 million
people are registered
to vote in the West Afri-
can country hit by one
of the worst economic
crises in a generation.
However, the two main
candidates offer little
hope for change for the
nation.

Ghana used to be a
poster child for democ-
racy in the region. At a
time when coups threat-
ened democracy in
West Africa, Ghana has
emerged as a beacon
of democratic stability
with a history of peace-
ful elections. It had also
been an economic pow-
erhouse, priding itself
on its economic devel-
opment.

But in recent years,
it has struggled with
a profound economic
crisis, including surg-

According to an opin-
ion poll released earlier
this year by Afrobarom-
eter, a research group,
82% of Ghanaians feel
their country is headed
in the wrong direction

Although 12 candi-
dates are running to
become Ghana’s next
president, Saturday’s
election — like previous
ones since the return
of multiparty politics in
1992 — has emerged as
a two-horse race.

Vice President Maha-
mudu Bawumia is the
candidate of the ruling
New Patriotic Party,
or NPP, which has
struggled to resolve
the economic crisis. He
faces off against former
President John Dramani
Mahama, the leader of
the main opposition
party National Demo-
cratic Congress, or
NDC. He was voted out
in 2016 after failing to
deliver on promises for
the economy.

The NDC prides itself
as a social democratic

ing to the right. But in
fact, analysts and voters
said, the programs of
their presidential candi-
dates do not differ in a
significant way.

Two hundred seventy-
six members of parlia-
ment will also be elected
Saturday. The ruling
NPP party and the main
opposition NDC each
have 137 members in
the 275-member leg-
islature, with one inde-
pendent member who
has been voting mostly
along with the ruling
party. One more con-
stituency will be allowed
to vote in this election,
bringing the number of
deputies to 276.

In their final campaign
rallies Thursday, both
candidates made a
last push to pitch their
political parties as the
answer to Ghana’s eco-
nomic woes.

Bawumia, 61, an
Oxford-educated econ-
omist and former deputy
governor of the coun-
try’s central bank, prom-

efforts and stabilize the
economy.

Mahama, 65, on the
other hand, restated
his promise to “reset”
the country on various
fronts. “We need to
reset our democracy,
governance, economy,
finances, agriculture,
infrastructure, environ-
ment, health sector, and
all that we hold dear as
a people,” the former
president said.

Across the the capital
of Accra, the mood for
the election has been
upbeat in posters and
billboards with bikers
displaying stunts, politi-
cal rallies on the streets,
election jingles and
songs blasting from
public speakers.

But the concern for
many is also palpable
for the key thing at
stake: The country’s
ailing economy, which
has been challenged on
various fronts in recent
years.

The country defaulted
on most of its foreign

crisis that spiked the
price of fuel, food and
other essential items.
The inflation rate had
hit 54% by the end of
last year and though
it's been coming down
since then, not many
Ghanaians can still tell
the difference when
they go to the market.
The chronic challenge
of illegal gold mining —
known locally as galam-
sey — has also been a
major issue in the cam-
paign and a source of
concern for voters, trig-
gering protests and criti-
cism against the outgo-
ing government.
Ghana is Africa’s top
gold producer and the
world’s sixth largest, but
the commodity has been
increasingly mined ille-
gally as people become
more desperate to find
jobs in an economy that
has been crumbling.
The mining has polluted
rivers and other parts of
the environment despite
government actions to
clamp down on the

Syrian rebels seize another key
city, close in on Homs in threat

AMMAN/BEIRUT,
Dec 7 (Agencies): Syrian
rebels said they seized
control of the southern
city of Daraa on Satur-
day, the birthplace of a
2011 uprising against
President Bashar al-
Assad and the fourth
city his forces have lost
in a week.

Rebel sources said the
military agreed to make
an orderly withdrawal
from Daraa under a deal
giving army officials safe
passage to the capital
Damascus, about 100
km (60 miles) north.

Social media videos
showed rebels on
motorcycles and others
mingling with residents
on the streets. People
fired shots into the air at
the city’s main square in
celebration, according to
the videos.

There was no immedi-
ate comment from the
military or Assad’s gov-
ernment, and Reuters
could not independently
verify the rebels’ claim.

With the fall of Daraa,
Assad’s forces have
surrendered four impor-
tant centres to the insur-
gents in a week.

Daraa, which had a
population of more than
100,000 before the civil
war began 13 years ago,
holds symbolic impor-
tance as the cradle of
the uprising. It is the
capital of a province of
about 1 million people,
bordering Jordan.

Daraa’s seizure fol-
lowed the rebels’ claim
late on Friday that they
had advanced to the
edge of the central city
of Homs, a key cross-
roads between the
capital and the Mediter-
ranean coast.

Capturing Homs would
cut off Damascus from
the coastal stronghold of
Assad’s minority Alawite
sect, and from a naval
base and air base of his
Russian allies there.

“Our forces have liber-
ated the last village on
the outskirts of the city
of Homs and are now on
its walls,” the Syrian fac-
tion leading the sweep-
ing assault said on the
Telegram messaging

app.

to Assad’s rule

A coalition of rebel
factions that include the
Islamist group Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
made a last call on
forces loyal to Assad’s
government in Homs to
defect.

Ahead of the rebel
advance, thousands
of people fled Homs
towards the coastal
regions of Latakia and
Tartus, strongholds of
the government, resi-
dents and witnesses
said.

Assad regime under
threat

A US-backed alliance
led by Syrian Kurdish
fighters captured Deir
el-Zor, the govern-
ment’s main foothold in
the vast eastern desert,
on Friday, three Syrian
sources told Reuters.

The rebels seized
Aleppo and Hama in the
northwest and centre
earlier in the lightning
offensive that began on
November 27.

In another ominous
sign for Assad in the
east, the Syrian Kurd-
ish force said Islamic
State - a jihadist group
that imposed martial
law under its harsh rule
before its defeat by a
US-led coalition in 2017
- had taken control of
some areas in eastern
Syria.

Aron Lund, a fellow
at think-tank Cen-
tury Foundation, said
Assad’s government
was “fighting for their
lives at this point”.

It was possible the
government could hold
Homs, “but given the
speed at which things
have moved so far, |
wouldn’t count on it”, he
said on Friday.

Syrian state TV report-
ed Russian-Syrian air-
strikes targeting rebel
headquarters in the
countryside of Hama,
Idlib and Aleppo killed
at least 200 insurgents
on Friday, citing the
Russian Coordination
Centre in Syria.

A Syrian army source
said Iran-backed Hez-
bollah forces were posi-
tioned to bolster govern-
ment defences in and
near Homs.

Syrian state media
reported dozens of
rebels were killed in
the Homs countryside
on Friday in an opera-
tion by Syrian and Rus-
sian air forces, artillery,
missiles and armoured
vehicles.

Capturing Homs would
solidify a chain of pow-
erful positions under
the Islamic insurgents’
control from Aleppo on
the Turkish border in
the north to Daraa on
the Jordanian border to
the south.

Gaining Homs would
also increase the rebels’
chances of isolating the
seat of Assad’s regime
in Damascus with the
ability to block the route
northwest from the capi-
tal to the sea.

Rebels reenergised

As the rebels pressed
their offensive, Russia
and Jordan on Friday
urged their nationals to
leave Syria.

After years locked
behind frozen front
lines, rebel forces have
burst out of their north-
western Idlib bastion
to achieve the swiftest
battlefield advance by
either side since a street
uprising against Assad
mushroomed into civil
war 13 years ago.

Syria’s conflict killed
more than 305,000
people between 2011
and 2021, the United
Nations Human Rights
Office said in 2022.

Assad regained control
of most of Syria after key
allies - Russia, Iran and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah -
came to his rescue. But
all have recently been
weakened and diverted
by other crises, giving
Sunni Muslim militants
a window to fight back.

Tehran, which has
been focused on ten-
sions with arch-foe
Israel since the Gaza
war began last year,
began to evacuate its
military officials and
personnel from Syria on
Friday, a sign of Iran’s
inability to keep Assad
in power, the New York
Times reported, citing
regional officials and
three Iranian officials.

The head of the main
rebel faction HTS, Abu
Mohammed Al-Golani,
vowed in a separate
interview with the New
York Times published
on Friday that the insur-
gents could end Assad’s
rule.

“This operation broke
the enemy,” he said
of the rebels’ lightning
offensive.

US President Biden considers preemptive pardons for officials, allies before
Trump takes office

WASHINGTON, Dec 7 (Agencies): US
President Joe Biden is weighing whether
to issue sweeping pardons for officials and
allies who the White House fears could
be unjustly targeted by President-elect
Donald Trump’s administration, a preemp-
tive move that would be a novel and risky
use of the president’s extraordinary con-
stitutional power.

The deliberations so far are largely at
the level of White House lawyers. But
Biden himself has discussed the topic
with some senior aides, according to two
people familiar with the matter who spoke
on condition of anonymity Thursday to dis-
cuss the sensitive subject. No decisions
have been made, the people said, and it
is possible Biden opts to do nothing at all.

Pardons are historically afforded to those
accused of specific crimes — and usually
those who have already been convicted of
an offense — but Biden’s team is consider-
ing issuing them for those who have not
even been investigated, let alone charged.
They fear that Trump and his allies, who
have boasted of enemies lists and exacting
“retribution,” could launch investigations
that would be reputationally and financially

costly for their targets even if they don’t
result in prosecutions.

While the president’s pardon power is
absolute, Biden’s use in this fashion would
mark a significant expansion of how they
are deployed, and some Biden aides fear
it could lay the groundwork for an even
more drastic usage by Trump. They also
worry that issuing pardons would feed into
claims by Trump and his allies that the indi-
viduals committed acts that necessitated
immunity.

Recipients could include infectious-dis-
ease specialist Dr. Anthony Fauci, who
was instrumental in combating the coro-
navirus pandemic and who has become a
pariah to conservatives angry about mask
mandates and vaccines. Others include
witnesses in Trump’s criminal or civil trials
and Biden administration officials who
have drawn the ire of the incoming presi-
dent and his allies.

Some fearful former officials have
reached out to the Biden White House pre-
emptively seeking some sort of protection
from the future Trump administration, one
of the people said.

It follows Biden’s decision to pardon his

son Hunter — not just for his convictions
on federal gun and tax violations, but for
any potential federal offense committed
over an 11-year period, as the president
feared that Trump allies would seek to
prosecute his son for other offenses. That
could serve as a model for other pardons
Biden might issue to those who could find
themselves in legal jeopardy under Trump.
Biden is not the first to consider such
pardons — Trump aides considered them
for him and his supporters involved in his
failed efforts to overturn the 2020 presi-
dential election that culminated in a vio-
lent riot at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. But
he could be the first to issue them since
Trump’s pardons never materialized before
he left office nearly four years ago.
Gerald Ford granted a “full, free, and
absolute pardon” in 1974 to his predeces-
sor, Richard Nixon, over the Watergate
scandal. He believed a potential trial would
“cause prolonged and divisive debate over
the propriety of exposing to further pun-
ishment and degradation a man who has
already paid the unprecedented penalty of
relinquishing the highest elective office of
the United States,” as written in the pardon

proclamation.

Politico was first to report that Biden was
studying the use of preemptive pardons.

On the campaign trail, Trump made no
secret of his desire to seek revenge on
those who prosecuted him or crossed him.

Trump has talked about “enemies from
within” and circulated social media posts
that call for the jailing of Biden, Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, former Vice President
Mike Pence and Sens. Mitch McConnell
and Chuck Schumer. He also zeroed in
on former Rep. Liz Cheney, a conservative
Republican who campaigned for Harris
and helped investigate Jan. 6, and he pro-
moted a social media post that suggested
he wanted military tribunals for supposed
treason.

Kash Patel, whom Trump has announced
as his nominee to be director of the FBI,
has listed dozens of former government
officials he wanted to “come after.”

Richard Painter, a Trump critic who
served as the top White House ethics
lawyer under President George W. Bush,
said he was reluctantly in support of having
Biden issue sweeping pardons to people
who could be targeted by Trump’s adminis-

tration. He said he hoped that would “clean
the slate” for the incoming president and
encourage him to focus on governing, not
on punishing his political allies.

“It's not an ideal situation at all,” Painter
said. “We have a whole lot of bad options
confronting us at this point.”

While the Supreme Court this year ruled
that the president enjoys broad immunity
from prosecution for what could be consid-
ered official acts, his aides and allies enjoy
no such shield.

Some fear that Trump could use the
promise of a blanket pardon to encour-
age his allies to take actions they might
otherwise resist for fear of running afoul
of the law.

“There could be blatant illegal conduct
over the next four years, and he can go out
and pardon his people before he leaves
office,” Painter said. “But if he’s going to do
that, he’s going to do that anyway regard-
less of what Biden does.”

More conventional pardons from Biden,
such as those for sentencing disparities
for people convicted of federal crimes, are
expected before the end of the year, the
White House said.
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Yudhvir Sethi initiates development works

Top News Report
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Modi, during his visit on

National Flag hoisted on 108 Feet High Mast at Laungewala Yudh Sthal

JAMMU, Dec 7: The
National Flag was
unfurled on a monumen-
tal 108 feet High Mast at
Laungewala Yudh Sthal
on 7th December as a
tribute to the exceptional
bravery and valour of
Indian soldiers during
the 1971 Indo-Pak War.
The installation of the
flag was made possible
through the joint efforts
of the Indian Army and
the Flag Foundation of
India.

The event was graced
by War veterans Naik
Jagdev Singh and Hav
Mukhtiyar Singh from
23 PUNJAB who par-
ticipated in this epic
battle 53 years ago.
They were also joined
by eight other 1971 war
veterans from Jaisalmer
district. Amongst those
present at the function
were members from the
Indian Air Force, Border

Security Force, civil
administration, promi-
nent personalities and
the local community.
The event was marked
by a cultural program
that included patriotic
songs performed by
school students. These
performances added
vibrancy to the occa-
sion and served to

LAUNGEWAL A YUDH STHg:

honour the courage of
our Bravehearts.

The Battle of Launge-
wala, fought in Decem-
ber 1971 stands as
a testament to the
valour and sacrifice
of our Armed Forces.
The sacred ground of
Laungewala reminds
us of the fierce battle
fought here from 5th to

7th December 1971,
where the courage of a
few triumphed over the
might of many. A War
Memorial at the actual
battle site of Laungewa-
la has become a promi-
nent tourist destination,
attracting lakhs of visi-
tors to pay tribute to our
soldiers. Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra

14th November 2020
had emphasized the
importance of preserv-
ing this legacy while fos-
tering its development
as a site of National
Pride. Since then, under
the concerted efforts
of the Indian Army,
Laungewala Yudh Sthal
has witnessed extensive
transformation. As part
of this transformation,
a 108 feet High Mast
National Flag has now
been erected which
further solidifies this
landmark as a place of
remembrance and pride.
The initiative has been
widely appreciated, and
the installation of the
flag will inspire all who
visit Laungewala on
the Nation’s rich legacy
of heroism and patrio-
tism. The towering flag
will stand as a powerful
reminder of the indomi-
table spirit of the Indian
Army and its commit-
ment to the nation.

at Swami Vivekananda Hospital

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: In a
significant step towards
enhancing infrastruc-
ture and providing better
amenities, Yudhvir Sethi,
MLA East Constituency,
inaugurated various
development works with
an estimated costs of
Rs 60.5 lakhs at Swami
Vivekananda Hospital
today. The event wit-
nessed the presence
of Executive Engineer
JMC Division 2, Nawaz
Ahmed Banday, AEE
Ravi Kumar, JE Mukesh
Gupta, hospital authori-
ties, party workers, and
prominent members of
society, reflecting a col-
lective commitment to
progress.

The development
works included the
construction of lanes
and drains, along with
the tiling of pathways
within the hospital prem-

ises. These projects
aim to ensure improved
hygiene and ease of
access for patients and
visitors.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Yudhvir Sethi
emphasized the impor-
tance of collaborative
efforts in achieving com-
munity welfare. “It is our
collective responsibility
to support institutions
like Swami Vivekanan-
da Hospital, which play
a crucial role in serving
society,” he said.

During his address,
Yudhvir Sethi highlighted
the inspirational legacy
of Swami Vivekananda,
underlining his teach-
ings on selfless service
and nation-building. He
urged citizens to draw
inspiration from Vive-
kananda’s philosophy
and work collectively for
the betterment of society.

Yudhvir Sethi also
lauded the visionary

leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
stating that the Central
Government has laid
a strong foundation for
holistic development
through its people-cen-
tric policies. “The lead-
ership of PM Modi has
transformed the develop-
mental landscape of our
nation, bringing prosper-
ity and progress to every
corner,” he added.

The senior BJP leader
and MLA took the oppor-
tunity to interact with the
hospital authorities and
staff, discussing their
challenges and require-
ments. He assured them
of his unwavering sup-
port in ensuring that
the hospital functions
smoothly and continues
to provide quality health-
care services. “We will
extend all possible assis-
tance to strengthen this
institution, as it is integral
to the well-being of our
community,” he added.

Army organizes comprehensive lecture
on Holistic Security at Surankote

Top News Report

POONCH, Dec 7: In a significant ini-
tiative to enhance community aware-
ness and preparedness, the Indian Army
organized a comprehensive lecture on
holistic security at Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Surankote,

Poonch.

The session covered critical aspects,
including physical safety, emotional and
mental well-being, digital and cyber
security, and financial security, empha-
sizing the importance of being proac-
tive in safeguarding oneself in modern

environments.

The event was attended by a diverse
audience, including students, teachers,
and local residents. Indian Army repre-
sentatives and subject matter experts
led the discussions, offering valuable
insights and practical tips on managing

security challenges.

The lecture began with a session on
physical security, where participants
were guided on self-defence techniques,
situational awareness, and strategies to
ensure personal safety in public spaces.
Focusing on emotional and mental well-
being, the speakers highlighted the

importance of mental resilience, stress

management, and building support sys-

tems to cope with life’s challenges.

The audience was encouraged to
prioritize mental health as a vital com-
ponent of overall security. In the digital
and cyber security segment, partici-
pants were educated about the grow-
ing threats of cybercrime, phishing, and
online fraud.

The Indian Army cyber experts demon-
strated effective ways to safeguard per-
sonal information, identify scams, and
secure devices against potential threats.

The session on financial security cov-

ered essential topics such as manag-
ing personal finances, recognizing
fraudulent schemes, and conducting
safe digital transactions. Tips on finan-
cial planning and preventing economic
exploitation were shared to empower
the attendees.

This initiative reflects the Indian Army’s
commitment not only to national defence
but also to fostering a secure and
informed society. Such efforts strengthen
the bond between the Indian Army and
the local population, promoting a culture
of vigilance and preparedness.

Army organizes
Medical Patrol for Gujjar
& Bakarwals at Makhidhar

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Dec 7:
The Indian Army
organized a medical
patrol at Makhidhar
village in the Rajouri
district, providing
essential healthcare
services to under-
served communities,
including Guijjars and
Bakarwals.

The initiative saw
a significant turn-
out, with villagers
from Makhidhar and
nearby areas benefit-
ing from consultations
and free medicines.
Locals received
health check-ups
and guidance on pre-
ventive measures to

promote overall well-
being.

This effort highlights
the Indian Army’s
dedication to sup-
porting remote com-
munities and ensur-
ing access to basic
healthcare facilities.

The initiative was
highly appreciated
by the beneficiaries,
who expressed grati-
tude for the Indian
Army’s outreach and
care. Such programs
strengthen the bond
between Indian Army
and Awam, showcas-
ing the Indian Army’s
commitment to foster-
ing trust and improv-
ing the quality of life
for all.

Army organizes awareness lecture on World Aids Day at Bafliaz

Top News Report

POONCH, Dec 7: Keeping in
view the Indian Army’s core objec-
tive of maintaining cordial relations
with local citizens, the Indian Army
organized an awareness lecture to
commemorate “World AIDS Day”
with school children and locals at

Bafliaz in the Poonch.

The aim of the lecture was to
strengthen the fight against HIV
and AIDS and to spread awareness
among the younger generation as
well as the local populace about

AIDS, a life-threatening disease.
This lecture helped in raising
awareness about this chronic ill-
ness and promoted knowledge on
best practices to prevent and over-
come AIDS among people of all age
groups in Bafliaz and nearby areas.
A total of 97 locals (77 students
and 20 village dignitaries) attended
the lecture. During the lecture, a
representative of the Indian Army
delivered a comprehensive talk
on AIDS, explaining how it affects
the human body by attacking the
immune system, thereby making it

harder for the body to fight off infec-
tions and diseases.

He also shared statistics about
how many people have been affect-
ed by AIDS and how millions have
died of AIDS-related illnesses.

Highlighting its severity as a life-
threatening disease, he briefed the
youth and locals on adopting pre-
ventive measures to combat the
spread of AIDS. He assured the
gathering that, by religiously follow-
ing these preventive measures, it is
possible to stop the spread of AIDS
in society and ultimately eradicate it.

This gesture and effort by the

Indian Army were highly appreci-
ated by the locals. This endeavor
by the Indian Army to reach out to
the population residing in remote
areas, where the civil administration
has limited accessibility, will go a
long way in fostering and strength-
ening trust between Indian Army and
Awam.

The event also served as a plat-
form to reinforce the bond between
the Indian Army and the people of
this region, showcasing the Indian
Army’s commitment to serving the
nation.

Jammu Division flags off 100-day TB
Elimination Campaign

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: In a
major move towards
eliminating tuberculo-
sis in India, the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, in conjunction
with key stakeholders,
launched 100 Day TB
Elimination Campaign.

In this regard, Jammu
Division flagged off the
100-day TB Elimina-
tion Campaign from
Block Marh Jammu by
MLA Marh Surinder
Bhagat under the overall
Administration of Worthy
Administrative Secre-
tary Health and Medi-
cal Education Dr. Syed
Abid Rasheed Shah
and guidance of Worthy
DHS Jammu Dr. Rakesh
Magotra along with CMO
Jammu Dr. Harbaksh
Singh with the key offi-
cials from the adminis-
tration SDM Marh Athar
Amin, and official from
Health Department, Dr
Harjeet Rai State Nodal
Officer NHM, STO
Jammu Dr. Jyoti Jolly,
CMO Samba Dr. Vidhi
Bhatial, DTO Jammu Dr.
Amita Turki, BMO Marh
Dr. Jyoti Bhau, , ZEO
Marh Kasturi Lal and
official from Panchayati
Raj Department com-
menced this intensified
campaign on Saturday
from block Marh of dis-
trict Jammu.

Similar campaign was
launched from District
Kathua under the super-

vision of DC Kathua
Dr. Rakesh Minhas by
ADDC Kathua along
with CMO Kathua, DTO
Kathua, DIO Kathua.

The project, which
will be implemented in
347 districts across 33
states and union territo-
ries, aims to increase TB
case detection, reduce
diagnostic delays, and
improve treatment out-
comes, particularly
among high-risk groups.
Jammu is one of these
347 districts in Jammu
division.

The campaign high-
lights the government’s
commitment to reach-
ing the end-TB goal by
addressing the difficul-
ties of tuberculosis (TB)
notification and mortality
in the division through
the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare’s
National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP).

The 100-day campaign
aims to improve pro-
gramme performance
in key output measures
such as TB incidence,
diagnostic coverage,
and mortality rates.

It also corresponds
with previous policy
advancements by the
Ministry, such as greater
financial aid for tuber-
culosis patients under
the Ni-kshay Poshan
Yojana and the addi-
tion of household con-
tacts under the Pradhan
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan.

The campaign’s pri-
mary focus areas are
increased access to
modern diagnostics,
focused screening of
vulnerable populations,
specialized care for
high-risk patients, and
greater nutritional sup-
port. The project will
make use of the large
network of Ayushman
Aarogya Mandirs across
the country, which have
extended TB care to the
last mile.

The State TB Cell of
Jammu Division and the
Chief Medical Officer of
Jammu jointly expressed
their commitment to
implement this intense
campaign in the districts
and identify TB cases
from the high risk groups
(>60 years, Malnour-
ished, Diabetes, HIV,
Smokers, Alcoholic, Past
TB cases and Household
Contacts) as majority of
TB cases are being con-
tributed by these groups
along with CMO.

At the end of the
Launch the Block Medi-
cal Officer of CHC Marh
and the Chief Medi-
cal Officer of Jammu
expressed sincere grati-
tude to all dignitaries
and public for attending
the event. They said
that with our dedication
and “Jan-bhagidari” the
district would be able in
lowering the TB burden
and enhancing public
health outcomes across
the country.
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LG pays homage to
Armed Forces’
Bravehearts, urges
neople to donate
liberally to Armed
Forces Flag Day fund

dedication to ensure that the fruit of devel-
opment reach every corner of the Union
Territory,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor appealed to the
people of the UT of J&K, particularly the
privileged sections of society, to donate lib-
erally to the Armed Forces Flag Day Fund,
as a token of remembrance and expression
of gratitude.

“I convey my best wishes to all serving
and retired Armed Forces personnel and
their families on the occasion of Armed
Forces Flag Day,” the Lieutenant Governor
further added.

Brig. Gurmeet Singh Shan (Retd.),
Director, Sainik Welfare Department, J&K
briefed the Lieutenant Governor on vari-
ous schemes and initiatives for the welfare
of Veterans, Veer Naris, dependents and
serving Armed Forces personnel.

Col BS Sambyal (Retd.); Col SS Assla
(Retd.); Col MS Bhau (Retd.); Wg Cdr
Tirath Singh (Retd.); Subhash Chan-
der; Suresh Kumar and veterans includ-
ing Bawa Singh; Ashwani Kumar; Ashok
Kumar; Janak Singh and Sh Rajinder
Kumar were present.

area of the district.

One person, Noor Jamal (36) son of Noor
Hussain of Shikari died on the spot while
another person namely Abdul Rashid son
of Ghulam Qasim sustained serious inju-
ries and was shifted to CHC Mahore by
locals and police who rushed to the spot
soon after the accident near Sharki at
about 0910 hours.

A police official confirmed the death of
the individual as well as injuries to another
person in the accident and said that a case
has been registered and further investiga-
tions taken up.

Union Cahinet approves
13 new Kendriya
Vidyalayas for JaK

and Galander Chandhara (Pulwama).
The opening of these new Kendriya Vidy-
alayas will provide an opportunity for over
82,000 students to receive affordable and
high-quality education across the country.
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh
expressed gratitude to the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for approving new KVs.
“Thanks PM Sh @narendramodi ji for
giving special consideration to Jammu and
Kashmir. Union Cabinet approves 13 new
KendriyaVidyalayas for different locations
across J&K, out of which over 50% fall in
Udhampur Lok Sabha constituency,” he
said, in a post on X.

threatens public order,
observes J&K High
Court

The plea claimed that Shakeel was
detained without any application of mind
and by flouting procedural safeguards such
as informing him of his right to make a rep-
resentation against his detention and read-
ing out the detention order in a language
known to him.

The issue of the preventive detention
order was a sheer abuse of the process of
law, his lawyer argued.

The government countered that Sha-
keel was a hardcore and habitual criminal
who has been involved in various criminal
offences, including stabbing, rioting and
bovine smuggling.

To decide on whether Shakeel’s pre-
ventive detention was justified, the Court
relied on the Supreme Court’s ruling in R
Kalavathi v. State of Tamil Nadu (2006), in
which it was held that the relevant factor
is not the nature of the detenue’s acts, but
their potential to disturb community life or
public order.

The Court found that Shakeel’s alleged
activities had potential to disturb public
order and, therefore, upheld his preven-
tive detention.

The Court also found no merit in the peti-
tion’s allegation the procedural safeguards
were flouted in detaining him. The Court
found that the detention order was read
out to Shakeel in Hindi/ Dogri, which he
understood, and that only he was to blame
for not filing any representation challenging
his detention on time.

Therefore, the High Court dismissed the
petition challenging his detention.

Army pays tribute to
rifleman Jaswinder
Singh who sacrificed
his life in line of duty

In another post, the Army’s Chinar Corps
expressed deep regret over the untimely
and unfortunate demise of Rifleman Singh
while on operational duty

“Chinar Corps regrets the unfortunate and
untimely demise of Rfn Jaswinder Singh
while on operational duty. In this hour of
grief, the Indian Army stands in solidarity
with the bereaved family and is committed
to their support,” read the post.

Groom from Dubai
duped after Instagram
bride’ goes missing on

wedding day

wedding party, arrived in Moga, for the
wedding.

The wedding venue, “Rose Garden
Palace,” didn’t exist, Deepak found after
reaching Moga.

Initially, Manpreet promised to send rel-
atives to guide the baraat, but as hours
passed, no one showed up. By 5 pm, the
groom’s frustration grew as Manpreet’s
phone was turned off, forcing the groom
and his family to file a police complaint.

Deepak, as per The Indian Express, told
the police that Manpreet had introduced

herself as a lawyer from Ferozepur.

He further told the police that he had
transferred Rs 50,000 to her after she said
she needed it for wedding expenses.

advised to avoid coming close to the
operation site

The markhor, a rare and endangered spe-
cies, is native to the mountainous regions
of Central and South Asia, including Paki-
stan, Afghanistan, India, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, and Uzbekistan.

Temperatures settle
helow freezing point
across Kashmir

temperature of -2.6 degree Celsius while
in Kupwara, mercury dropped to -3.6
degree Celsius.

Kashmir’s independent weather observer
said that Zojila, which connects Kashmir
with Ladakh, recorded the night tempera-
ture of minus 19 degrees Celsius.

The MeT update said in the Jammu
region, Banihal was the only station to
record below the freezing point night tem-
perature.

The Jammu city recorded 8.1 degrees,
Katra 7.4, Batote 3.1, Banihal minus 0.4,
and Bhaderwah 0.6 as the minimum tem-
perature.

The MeT has predicted isolated to light
rain or snow on Sunday in Jammu and
Kashmir. Later the weather is likely to
remain dry till December 12.
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CHANDIGARH, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): Detailing the outcome of
the Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das announced
measures such as slashing the
cash reserve ratio (CRR), rais-
ing the limit of collateral free
agriculture loan and introduc-
ing Al solutions to identify mule
bank accounts.

To ease potential liquidity
stress, Das said it had been
decided to reduce the CRR of
all banks to 4 per cent from 4.5
per cent. CRR is the minimum
amount commercial banks
have to hold as a reserve with
the central bank. According to
experts, the lowering of CRR
is an encouraging move as
it would help inject significant
liquidity into the banking system,
enhance banks’ lending capac-
ity and improve credit accessi-

bility for |nd|V|duaIs

The RBI has also decided to
increase the limit for collateral-
free agriculture loans from Rs
1.6 lakh to Rs 2 lakh per bor-
rower.

This will further enhance
credit availability for small and
marginal farmers. The limit for

‘Fi

collateral-free agriculture loans
was last revised in 2019.

To prevent and mitigate digital
frauds, MuleHunter.Al, an inno-
vative Al/ML-based model, has
been developed by the Reserve
Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH),
Bengaluru. This will help banks
deal with the issue of mule bank

accounts, and reduce digital
frauds.

The RBI has also decided to
permit Small Finance Banks to
extend pre-sanctioned credit
lines through UPI. Credit line
on UPI was initially launched
in September 2023, and was
made available through Sched-
uled Commercial Banks (SCBs).
This will further deepen financial
inclusion and enhance formal
credit, particularly for ‘new to
credit’ customers.

Furthermore, as part of RBI's
consultative approach in fram-
ing regulations, a ‘Connect
2 Regulate’ programme will
be launched under the ongo-
ing RBI@90 commemorative
event+.

A dedicated section of the RBI
website will be made available
for stakeholders to share ideas
and inputs on specific topics.

~ Sufficient urea stock in Punjab
 to meet demand for current
rabi sowing season: NFL

NEW DELHI, Dec
7 (Agencies): State-
owned fertiliser firm NFL
on Saturday said there
is sufficient stock of urea
in Punjab to meet the
demand of the current
rabi sowing season and
advised farmers not to
hoard nutrients.

In a statement, the
NFL said, “There are
sufficient stocks avail-
able in Punjab for the
Rabi season.”

Out of the total require-
ment of urea in Punjab
for the Rabi season,
regular supplies are
being arranged in the
state by fertiliser com-
panies.

“Accordingly, suf-

ficient quantity has
already been supplied
to Punjab from 1st
October onwards on
a pro-rata basis of the
total requirement. This
quantity is higher by
more than a lakh tonne
against the pro-rata
requirement of urea,”
NFL said.

The company said the
fertiliser companies are
supplying 60 per cent of
urea in Punjab through
Markfed and 40 per cent
through private dealers.

The company advised
“farmers not to hoard
stocks based on the
rumours as there is a
sufficient quantity of
urea in the country for a

sustained supply in Rabi
season”, NFL added.

The company is one
of the leading fertiliser
manufacturers in the
country.

Urea production has
increased from 225 lakh
tonne per annum during
2014-15 to a record
314.07 lakh tonne
during 2023-24.

Urea is provided to the
farmers at a statutorily
notified Maximum Retail
Price (MRP).

The difference
between the urea MRP
and the production cost
is being paid to manu-
facturers.

Abag (45 kg) of urea is
sold at around Rs 250.

AI/ ML, cyber security skills
in demand for top job roles

BENGALURU, Dec

7 (Agencies): With the
increasing adoption
of Al across organisa-
tional functions, Al/ML
and analytics continue
to dominate as the most
in-demand job family.
Cybersecurity has over-
taken Cloud to become
the second-most
sought-after domain.

Indeed and Nasscom
launched the fourth
edition of their Future
of Work report — Bal-
ancing Priorities in an
Al-driven World, and
the report said the top
five in-demand job roles
include Data Scientist/
Analyst, Al/ML Expert,
Cybersecurity Special-
ist, Cloud Architect/
Engineer, and DevOps
Engineer.

As organisations
become increasingly
data-driven, Al, Ana-
lytics, and Cloud have

emerged as the ‘holy
trinity’ driving this trans-
formation, the report
said.

Both the current and
future workforce regard
Al/GenAl proficiency,
creativity, communica-
tion, and leadership
skills as critical to suc-
cess.

“A large portion of the
workforce now actively
leverages GenAl for

diverse applications,
including coding, pro-
gramming, content
creation, and beyond.
The future workforce is
particularly using GenAl
for Learning & Develop-
ment, enhancing gener-
al knowledge, improving
communication skills,
seeking mentorship and
advice, and exploring
Al's vast capabilities,”
the report said.

Maruti Suzuki, Mahindra to hike vehicle prices
from January

NEW DELHI, Dec
7 (Agencies): Maruti
Suzuki India and
Mahindra & Mahin-
dra announced plans
to hike vehicle prices
from January in order
to offset the impact of
rising input costs and
operational expenses.

Maruti Suzuki, the
country’s largest car-
maker, will hike prices of
its model range by up to
4 per cent from January.
Mahindra & Mahindra is
increasing prices of its
SUV models and com-
mercial vehicles by up
to 3 per cent.

Maruti Suzuki India in
a regulatory filing said
that in light of rising
input costs and opera-
tional expenses, the
company has planned to
increase the prices of its
cars from January 2025.

The price increase
is expected to be up

to 4 per cent and will
vary depending on the
model, it added.

“While the company
continuously strives to
optimise costs and mini-
mise the impact on its
customers, some por-
tion of the increased
cost may need to
be passed on to the
market,” it stated.

Maruti Suzuki sells a
range of models, rang-
ing from Alto hatchback
to Invicto multi-utility
vehicles, in the domes-
tic market.

Eating dark, but not milk, chocolate may cut
diabetes risk: Study

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): Eating five
servings of dark choco-
late, and not the milk
one, a week may help
reduce the risk of type 2
diabetes, according to a
long-term US study.

Published in the BMJ,
the researchers also
found that increased
consumption of milk, but
not dark, chocolate was
associated with long-
term weight gain.

Chocolate contains
high levels of flavanols
(a natural compound
found in fruits and veg-
etables) which have
been shown to promote
heart health and reduce
the risk of diabetes.

But the link between
chocolate consumption
and the risk of type 2

diabetes remains con-
troversial due to incon-
sistent results.

In addition, most pre-
vious studies have not
looked at whether eating
dark and milk chocolate
— which have different
cocoa, milk and sugar
content — might have
different impacts on the
risk of type 2 diabetes.

To explore this further,
researchers combined
data from three long-
term US observational
studies of female nurses
and male healthcare
professionals with no
history of diabetes, heart
disease or cancer when
they were recruited.

They analysed asso-
ciations between type 2
diabetes and total choc-
olate consumption for

1,92,208 participants,
and chocolate subtype
(dark and milk) con-
sumption for 1,11,654
participants over an
average monitoring
period of 25 years.

In the analyses for
total chocolate, 18,862
people developed type
2 diabetes.

After adjusting for
personal, lifestyle, and

dietary risk factors,
the authors found that
people who ate at least
five servings a week
of any type of choco-
late showed a signifi-
cant 10 percent lower
rate of type 2 diabetes
compared to those who
rarely or never ate choc-
olate.

In analyses by choco-
late subtypes, 4,771

people developed type
2 diabetes.

After adjusting for
the same risk fac-
tors, people who ate at
least five servings of
dark chocolate a week
showed a significant
21 per cent lower risk
of type 2 diabetes, but
no significant associa-
tions were found for milk
chocolate intake.

The researchers also
found a 3 per cent
reduced risk of type 2
diabetes for each addi-
tional weekly serving of
dark chocolate.

“Clinical trials needed
to confirm findings and
help identify reasons
for dark chocolate’s
protective effect,” said
researchers.

Neurons that suppress food intake found, may
lead to new obesity treatments

NEW YORK, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): A team of researchers
have discovered a previously
unknown population of neurons
in the hypothalamus that regu-
late food intake and could be a
promising new target for obesity
drugs, according to a study.

In the study published in
Nature journal, researchers
from the Laboratory of Medical
Genetics at Rockefeller Univer-
sity in New York, the Institute for
Genome Science (IGS) at the
University of Maryland School
of Medicine (UMSOM) in Balti-
more, as well as New York and

Stanford Universities, discov-
ered a new population of neu-
rons that is responsive to the
hormone leptin.

Leptin responsive neurons are
important in obesity since leptin
is sent to the brain from the
body’s fat stores to suppress
hunger. “We’ve long known
that the hypothalamus—Iocat-
ed deep in the brain—plays a
role in hunger, hormone levels,
stress responses, and body
temperature,” said Brian Herb,
a scientist at IGS and a research
associate at UMSOM.

Through several experi-

ments with mice, the research-
ers found that this previously
unknown neuronal population
that express both receptors for
leptin and the BNC2 gene not
only helps suppress hunger, but
also responds to food-related
sensory cues, such as food pal-
atability and nutritional status.

For example, the research-
ers used CRISPR-Cas 9 gene
technology to knock out the
leptin receptor in these BNC2
neurons.

Those mice ate more and
gained more weight than con-
trol mice.

In addition, researchers added
fluorescence to the BNC2 neu-
rons and noticed when they fed
mice after fasting, the BCN2
neurons activated, whereas pre-
viously known neuronal popula-
tions in the hypothalamus did
not react.

“These findings add a critical
new component to our under-
standing of how neurons impact
appetite and obesity,” Dr Herb
said. “This could be a future
target for obesity treatment,
such as by activating these neu-
rons to reduce weight or sup-
press hunger.”

Mahindra & Mahindra
said it will hike prices of
its SUVs and commer-
cial vehicles by up to 3
per cent from January
next year.

The adjustment is in
response to the rising
costs due to inflation
and increased com-
modity prices, Mahindra
& Mahindra (M&M) said
in a statement.

The automaker has
made efforts to absorb
as much of these addi-
tional costs as possible
however, a portion of

this increase will need
to be passed on to cus-
tomers, it added.

The extent of the price
increase across differ-
ent SUVs and commer-
cial vehicles will be up
to 3 per cent, the auto
major stated.

Similarly, JSW MG
Motor India said it will
also increase prices of
its entire model range
by up to 3 per cent from
next month.

The price increase is
a result of continuously
rising input costs and
other external factors,
the automaker said in a
statement.

“Our dedication to
quality, innovation and
sustainability remains
a priority and drives us
to improve our offerings
continuously. In doing
so, minor price adjust-
ments are inevitable to
offset the rising input

costs,” JSSW MG Motor
India Chief Commercial
Officer Satinder Singh
Bajwa said.

While the company
tries to minimise impact
on customers, a margin-
al price increase shields
it from inflationary chal-
lenges, he added.

On December 5,
Hyundai Motor India
announced to increase
prices of its vehicles
across the model range
by up to Rs 25,000 from
January 1, 2025.

The price increase
has been necessitated
owing to an increase
in input costs, adverse
exchange rate and
increase in logistics
costs, it has stated.

Various luxury auto-
makers Mercedes-Benz,
BMW and Audi have
also announced to hike
vehicle prices from next
month.

1 in 5 babies born via C-section
in India, more in pvt facility
than public: Study

NEW DELHI, Dec 7
(Agencies): Over one-
fifth of deliveries in
India are performed
via caesarean section,
with a higher propor-
tion of these surgeries
taking place in private
facilities compared to
public ones, according
to a study published in
The Lancet Regional
Health-Southeast Asia
journal.

A caesarean delivery
is performed by surgi-
cally cutting through
a pregnant woman’s
abdomen and uterus.

Researchers, includ-
ing those from The
George Institute for
Global Health in New
Delhi, analysed live
birth data of over 7.2
lakh women aged 15-49
years across 28 states
and eight union territo-
ries, collected during
the fifth round of the
National Family Health
Survey (2019-2021).

“India’s caesarean
delivery rate of 21.5 per
cent suggests adequate
national access but may

mask significant dispari-
ties,” the authors wrote.

Caesarean, or C-sec-
tion, delivery rates
across states were
found to substantially
vary, “ranging from 5.2
per cent in Nagaland to
60.7 per cent in Telan-
gana”.

Facilities performing
caesarean deliveries
were higher among pri-
vate health care units,
compared to public cen-
tres across all wealth
groups, the authors
found.

However, within pri-
vate facilities too, wealth
disparities were found to
exist, with fewer C-sec-
tion deliveries among
the least wealthy and
more among the wealth-
ier sections.

“The study concluded
that both high-income
and low-income individ-
uals in India are more
likely to receive caesar-
ean deliveries in private
rather than public facili-
ties,” the authors noted.

Caesarean delivery
rates were at least

twice as high among
the wealthiest groups
compared to the poorest
in nearly 70 per cent of
states, the study found.

Arunachal Pradesh
had a relatively low
C-section delivery rate
of 14.5 per cent and
showed low inequality,
while southern states
like Tamil Nadu and
Telangana exhibited
high rates C-section
delivery with lower
inequality.

The variation could be
attributed to factors such
as improved access to
healthcare, higher litera-
cy rates, and a stronger
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), the authors sug-
gested.

Cultural and social fac-
tors may also play a role
in the higher number of
caesarean deliveries,
including fear of normal
childbirth, a desire to
deliver on an auspicious
day, and preferences for
painless deliveries or
smaller families.

Bihar, where much of
the population belongs
to lower wealth groups,
there was a higher
preference for vaginal
deliveries due to their
affordability and shorter
recovery times, even
when medical profes-
sionals recommended
a C-section.
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2nd Test: Australia ahead after fifties hy
Head and Labuschagne

Looking to fight their way back into the game, India got an early breakthrough through

ADELAIDE, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): Marnus Labuschagne
finally regained form with a
composed half-century before
being overshadowed by Travis
Head'’s flamboyance as Austra-
lia negotiated the Indian pacers
to reach 191 for four at tea on
day two of the second Test
here on Saturday.

Head picked the gaps with
ease on way to an unbeaten
53 off 67 balls to keep Australia
ahead in the contest after India
grabbed three wickets in the
first session. The hosts were
ahead by 11 runs, having gone
past India’s first innings total
of 180.

Labuschagne (64), whose
place in the team was debated
prior to this game owing to his
prolonged lean run with the bat,
registered his 26th half-century
and then launched himself into
a flurry of boundaries in what
were worrying signs for India.

But promising all-rounder
Nitish Reddy cut short Labus-
chagne’s innings as the batter
tried to guide him through gully
only for Yashasvi Jaiswal to hold

who else but Jasprit Bumrah

e a2l

on to the catch.

Looking to fight their way back
into the game after Australia’s
dominance on the opening day,
India got an early breakthrough
through who else but Jasprit
Bumrah after four overs into
play.

Playing in only his second
Test after a forgettable debut in
Perth, Nathan McSweeney had
no answer to one of many excel-
lent deliveries from Bumrah,
which straightened a fraction

after landing on the perfect
length and all the batter could do
was get a little nick while trying
to defend after getting stuck on
the crease.

McSweeney walked back after
a hard-fought 39, a far better
effort following his twin failures
in the series opener, but Steve
Smith’s poor run of form con-
tinued as the former captain
got out in the most unfortunate
fashion after a brief stay at the
crease.

Smith looked to flick a Bumrah
delivery tickling down the leg
side but only ended up edging it
to the keeper Rishabh Pant who
completed a neat catch diving
to his left.

As Ravi Shastri said on air,
India got Smith in this fashion in
the last tour as well, by attacking
his middle and leg stump.

Unlike the first day, when they
were guilty of bowling outside
the off-stump way too often,
the Indian pacers targeted the
stumps in the initial phase of
second day’s play and they
were also rewarded for it in the
form of those early wickets.

Smith’s dismissal, for two off
11 balls, brought into the middle
Travis Head and Bumrah wel-
comed him with one that
straightened off the deck and
whizzed past the outside edge.

Head, however, moved on
quickly from the close shave
and got off the mark with a
cracking boundary off the Indian
pace spearhead, finding the
gap between mid-off and extra
cover.

Shammi Silva takes over
ACC presidency role
from Jay Shah

DUBAI, Dec 7 (Agencies): Sri Lan-
ka’s Shammi Silva has taken over
as the president of the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC), succeeding India’s
Jay Shah, who recently became the
chairman of the International Cricket
Council (ICC).

Shah had vacated the position after
three terms as ACC President. Silva
previously functioned as the chairman
of the organisation’s Finance & Mar-
keting Committee.

“It is a great honour to lead the
Asian Cricket Council. Cricket is the
heartbeat of Asia, and | look forward
to working closely with all member
nations to elevate the game, provide
opportunities for emerging talent, and
strengthen the bonds that unite us
through this beautiful sport,” said Silva

On behalf of the ACC, Silva also
extended heartfelt gratitude to Shah
for his exemplary leadership and sig-
nificant contributions during his tenure.

“Under Mr Shah’s stewardship, the
ACC achieved remarkable milestones,
including the successfully achieving
highest value for its commercial rights
of ACC Asia Cup tournaments for 2024—
31, the introduction of a new pathway
events structure, and the continued
development and growth of cricket
across its member nations,” the ACC
said.

Silva’s tenure begins at a pivotal time,
with the ACC focusing on the upcom-
ing Asia Cup and striving to strengthen
Asia’s position as a powerhouse in
global cricket.

“Maybe he didn’t have talent in...”:
Rahul Dravid’s old assessment of

Vinod Kambli resurfaces

NEW DELHI, Dec
7 (Agencies): After a
video of Vinod Kam-
bli's recent public
appearance came to
the fore, an old clip of
Rahul Dravid sharing
his views on the defi-
nition of ‘talent’, while
mentioning Vinod Kam-
bli’'s name, has resur-
faced on social media.
Kambli, a childhood
friend of the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar, was
one of the most-talked
about cricketers when
he arrived at the scene,
but he failed to main-
tain the stature. Despite
playing 104 ODIs and
17 Tests for India after
making his debut in
1991, Kambli's inter-
national career could
not last even a decade.
In the viral resurfaced
clip, Dravid, who played
509 matches for India
besides also coaching
the senior team later,
gave the example of
how Vinod Kambli had
an incredible ‘ball-strik-
ing ability’ but probably
“didn’t have the talent
in the other areas to
understand what it took
to be an international
cricketer.”

“I think we judge talent
wrong. What do we see
as talent? And I've made
the same mistake. We
judge talent by people’s
ability to strike a cricket

India storm into U-19 Asia Cup ﬁnal

SHARJAH, Dec 7
(Agencies): Vaibhav
Suryavanshi was the
star of the show again
with a second succes-
sive half-century as
India stormed into the
U-19 Asia Cup final
with a comprehensive
seven-wicket victory
over Sri Lanka here.
The 13-year-old, who
became the young-
est cricketer ever to be
bought at an IPL auction
last month, smashed
five sixes and six fours
for his 36-ball 67 as
India chased down a
target of 174 with as
many as 170 balls to
spare.

India will face Ban-
gladesh in the final on
Sunday.

Bangladesh defeat-
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ball. The sweetness or
the timing of a cricket
ball. That’s the only thing
we see as talent. Things
like determination, cour-
age, discipline, and
temperament are also
talents. When we judg-
ing talent, | think we've
got to look at the whole
package,” he said in the
video. “It's a hard thing
to explain but some
people just have the gift
of timing and ball-strik-
ing. Sourav Ganguly
just had that ability to
time a cover drive. He
just had it. You could
see. Sachin has it. And
Viru. You wouldn’t say
that about someone like
Gautam (Gambhir) as
much as you would do
for some of these other
guys. Not that Gautam
is less successful. So
that's what we see as
talent. We don’t actually
look at the other side of
talent. We say, a talent-
ed player didn’t make it.
We always look at this
side but maybe he didn’t

ed Pakistan by seven
wickets, completing a
modest chase of 117
in 22.1 overs in the first
semifinal in Dubai.

Opting to bat, SriLanka
could only manage 173
in 46.2 overs despite
a valiant effort from
Lakvin Abeysinghe (69
off 110) and Sharujan
Shanmuganathan (42
off 78).

Their innings struggled
to gain momentum as
Indian bowlers were in
full control with Chetan
Sharma (3/34), Kiran
Chormale (2/32), and
Ayush Mhatre (2/37)
wreaking havoc in the
middle overs.

India’s chase was built
on a solid foundation laid
by Ayush Mhatre (34 off
28) as he put on a stand

A A )

have the other talents,”
Dravid added.

“l hate to use... but
Vinod’s probably been
one of the nicest guys
that I've met. Vinod had
an incredible ball-strik-
ing ability. | remember
a game in Rajkot, Vinod
got 150 against (Java-
gal) Srinath and Anil
(Kumble). It was incred-
ible. First ball Anil came
onto bowl, he hit him
straight into the stone
wall. In Rajkot, there
used to be a stone wall.
He hit it bang straight
onto it. | mean, we were
all shocked, wow it was
amazing. How do you
do that? But maybe he
didn’t have the talent
in the other areas to
understand what it took
to be an international
cricketer, to deal with
the stress and the pres-
sure. | can only guess
but maybe Sachin had
that much more. That's
why Sachin is where he
is today,” Dravid further
said.

of 91 with Suryavanshi
for the opening wicket.

The young left-hander
from Bihar troubled the
Sri Lankan bowlers from
the beginning as he
started with consecutive
sixes and a boundary
off Dulnith Sigera, who
ended up giving away
31 runs in his opening
over.

Mhatre too played his
strokes at the other end
as the duo raced to 87
for no loss in eight overs
before Vihas Thewmika
gave Sri Lanka their first
breakthrough by remov-
ing the batter.

But Suryavanshi
showed remarkable
maturity as he kept the
run-rate ticking despite
losing his opening part-
ner, forging another cru-

Milestones galore as England leads New Zealand
by 533 runs in the 2nd test after two days

WELLINGTON, Dec 7 (Agen-
cies): England led New Zealand
by 533 runs with five second-
innings wickets in hand Satur-
day after another day of extraor-
dinary incidents and mile-
stones, including a hat-trick on
the second day of the second
test at the Basin Reserve.

At stumps, England was 378-5
in its second innings with Joe
Root 73 not out and captain Ben
Stokes unbeaten on 35.

Root was among the history-
makers Saturday, reaching
his 100th score of 50 or more
in tests. When he reached his
65th half century, which goes
along with his 35 centuries, he
became the fourth player after
Sachin Tendulkar, Jacques
Kallis and Ricky Ponting to
achieve that feat.

When Stokes declares, pos-
sibly overnight, New Zealand
will have to achieve the high-
est successful fourth-innings
run chase in test history to win
the match and level the three-
match series. England won
the first test by eight wickets in
Christchurch.

The record successful fourth
innings total currently sits at
418, achieved by the West
Indies against Australia at St.
John’s in the Caribbean 21
years ago.

Under any normal circum-
stances, Stokes probably would
have been happy to declare by
now, confident in his bowlers’
ability to defend such a mam-
moth lead.

But the match has progressed

so fast and so far with 783 runs
being scored and 25 wickets
falling on the first two days, that
three full days are still available
to New Zealand reach its win-
ning target. Most other winning
fourth-innings totals in tests
have had some element of a
time constraint.

The pitch at the Basin Reserve
which has been bathed in sun-
shine on the first two days also
is becoming more docile.

Stokes came to the crease 30
minutes before stumps Saturday
and immediately hit a four and a
six in the first over he faced from
Matt Henry, then another six in
what seemed a tacit announce-
ment of an impending declara-
tion. By declaring overnight,
Stokes will allow the England
bowlers to rest and start fresh
on the third day.

The England second innings
also saw two batters fall in the
90s, Jacob Bethell on 96, just
short of his maiden test century,
and Ben Duckett on 92. Harry
Brook made 55 to go with his

123 in the first innings and his
171 in the first innings of the
first test.

All of those innings would
which on any normal day of
cricket have notable on their
own. But they came one after
the other and in quick succes-
sion so that Gus Atkinson’s his-
toric achievement of the morn-
ing session seemed somehow
distant.

Atkinson became the 15th
English bowler and the first
since Moeen Ali in 2017 to take
a test hat-trick.

The Surrey pacer claimed the
last three wickets of New Zea-
land’s first innings, dismissing
Nathan Smith, Matt Henry and
Tim Southee with consecutive
deliveries as England bowled
out New Zealand for 125 to take
a 155-run first-innings lead.

“It feels good,” Atkinson said.
“I've never really thought about
getting a hat-trick until | was at
the end of my run and | was on
a hat-trick. (It) ends the year
nicely.”

Atkinson bowled Smith (14)
with the third ball of the 35th
over of the innings. Smith dan-
gled his bat at a delivery wide of
off stump, tried too late to leave
the ball but managed only to
deflect it onto his stumps.

That brought out Henry, a
competent batter with an aver-
age of almost 20 in tests, who
received a ball which bounced
sharply from just short of a
length and reached chest high.
Henry tried to fend the ball away
but it skewed from the splice to
Duckett in the gully.

That left Southee to face
the hat-trick ball. The veteran
seamer in his last test series
averages 15.6 and has hit 95
sixes in an illustrious career.

Southee clearly was expecting
another short ball, the field was
set for it. But the delivery from
Atkinson was full and straight,
struck the batter on the front pad
and clearly was going on to hit
middle stump.

Atkinson is a statistical marvel
who, in just his 10th test, has
taken 12 wickets in an innings
(12-106 against the West Indies
at Lord’s in July ) and scored a
century (118 against Sri Lanka
at Lord’s in August ). He now
adds a hat-trick to that already
impressive resume.

Atkinson was not privy to
Stokes’ thoughts about a dec-
laration.

“I'm not really sure what the
plans are to be honest,” he said.
“We’'ll see tomorrow, assess
what the conditions are and see
from there.”

Suthra appointed as FIVB

communications commission member
CHANDIGARH,

India as we make sig-

cial association with C
Andre Siddharth (22).

Skipper Mohamed
Amaan (25 not out) and
KP Karthikeya (11 not
out) then completed the
chase.

Brief scores: Sri

Lanka: 173 in 46.2

overs (Abeysinghe 69,
Shanmuganathan 42;
Sharma 3/34, Chormale
2/32, Mhatre 2/37);
India: 175/3 in 21.4
overs (Suryavanshi 67,
Mhatre 34, Amaan 25%).

Dec 7 (Agencies):
The international vol-
leyball federation
(FIVB) has appointed
Dr Varun Suthra as a
member of its commu-
nications commission.
This appointment was
approved by the FIVB
Board during its first
meeting for the 2024-
2028 Olympics cycle,
following the 39th FIVB
World Congress. The
FIVB commissions pro-
vide guidance in critical
areas such as coaching,
legal frameworks, medi-
cal science and com-
munication strategies.
Responding to his
appointment, Suthra
said, “It is an honour
to serve on the FIVB

communications com-
mission. Volleyball is
not just a sport, it is a
global movement that
connects people. Con-
tributing to the growth
of this movement is a
matter of pride for me.
This is not just a per-
sonal achievement but
a moment of pride for

nificant strides on the
global stage.”

Suthra, who is the
Director of Interna-
tional Relations at
Bhubaneswar’s KIIT
University, acknowl-
edged the guidance of
Achyuta Samanta, the
former president of the
Volleyball Federation
of India. “This achieve-
ment would not have
been possible with-
out the inspiration and
encouragement of Dr
Achyuta Samanta. His
vision and unwavering
support have shaped
my journey and enabled
me to contribute mean-
ingfully to the global vol-
leyball movement. | am
deeply grateful for his
trust and mentorship.”
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JAMMU, Dec 7: Shri
Kailakh Jyotish Avim
Vedic Sansthan Trust
honored renowned
industrialist Akhil Gupta
on Saturday for his
exceptional and selfless
contributions to social
service.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, Trust President
and state awardee
Mahant Rohit Shastri
lauded Gupta’s unwav-
ering commitment to
society. He emphasized
the profound value of
selfless service, remark-
ing, “True service lies in
supporting and uplifting
others. Recognizing
and encouraging those
engaged in noble work
inspires progress and
sets a precedent for
others to follow. The
rewards of selfless ser-
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vice inevitably manifest
in life.”

Akhil Gupta expressed
his heartfelt gratitude to
the Trust and Mahant
Rohit Shastri for the
recognition. He praised
the Trust's commend-
able efforts in promoting
Sanskrit and preserving
cultural heritage under
Shastri’s leadership.
Gupta noted, “Shri

Kailakh Jyotish Avim
Vedic Sansthan Trust
is making remarkable
strides in promoting
the divine language,
Sanskrit. The dedica-
tion and hard work of
all its members are truly
praiseworthy.”

The event witnessed
the presence of several
notable citizens, includ-
ing Pramod Sharma,

Sunil Sharma, Master
Vijay Kumar Sharma,
Uttam Chand Sharma,
Lakhwinder Singh,
Rajan Sharma, Lucky
Sharma, Ravinder Singh
Patyal, and Arun Gupta,
who expressed their
appreciation for Gupta’s
altruistic contributions
and the Trust’'s ongoing
efforts in cultural and
social upliftment.

Protective works on Chenab River begin a

MLA Mohan Lal inaugurates project
worth Rs.1.26 Crore

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Dec 7: MLA Mohan
Lal inaugurated a Rs.1.26 crore
project for crate revetment and
embankment works in the Chan-
jwa village of Devipur Panchayat.
The initiative aims to safeguard
the agricultural lands of local resi-
dents from the rising water levels
of the Chenab River. For the past
decade, the residents of the region
have been demanding protective
measures along the riverbanks.

MLA Mohan Lal emphasized
the government’s commitment
to ensuring safety and develop-
ment along the Chenab River. He
announced that a massive Rs. 55
crore plan has been launched to
implement protective works along
both banks of the river, stretching
from Akhnoor to Hamirpur. Out of
this, Rs.42 crore will be dedicated
specifically to projects within the
Akhnoor constituency. This proj-
ect is expected to benefit nearly
25,000 residents, providing a long-

term solution to protect their land.

Expressing his vision for Akhnoor,
MLA Mohan Lal stated, “l am deter-
mined to transform Akhnoor into a
model constituency. Development
works are being carried out across
all departments, and this riverbank
protection is a crucial step for the
large population residing along the
Chenab.” He also directed contrac-
tors to ensure the highest stan-

dards of quality in the execution
of these works.

Prominent attendees at the event
included Raijiv Gupta (Executive
Engineer, Flood Control Depart-
ment), Bhushan Baral (DDC),
former Sarpanch Ganesh Das,
former Sarpanch Verarinder
Bhagat, Manga Ram Sharma,
Gullu Ram and other notable resi-

dents from nearby villages.

JKBS Members tribute Vir Chakra Mohan Lal

Lakhotra on h1s 54th Martyrdom Day

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: Mem-
bers of Jammu and
Kashmir Batwal Sabha
tributed their Indo-Pak
War Hero Lance Naik
Mohan Lal (Vir Chakra)
on his 54th martyrdom
day.

JKBS’ General Sec-
retary R.L Kaith said,
“On the intervening
night of December 7,
1971 when he was
manning the Medium

—

Machine Gun (MMG),
the enemy attacked
with heavy artillery fire.
Undeterred, he kept

on firing at the enemy
, halting its advance
thereby enabling own
troops to reorganise

for a counter attack as
a result of which the
enemy was forced to
retreat. Eventually, his
dead body was found
at his MMG post but in
front of the bunker there
were bodies of as many
as nineteen enemies
including a company
commander thereof. For
this brave act, he was
posthumously conferred
with Vir Chakra by the
then President of India.”

All present on the occa-
sion said, “We are very

proud of his bravery and
urge the Government to
name a building, road or
institution after him even
though belatedly.”

Prominent among
those who tributed
were Subedar Paras
Ram Lakhotra (Retd),
Havildar Darshan Lal
Lakhotra (Retd), Havil-
dar Ghari Lal Lakhotra
(Retd), Havildar Jai
Kumar Kaith (Retd), Poli
Devi, Randeep Kumar
Chanjotra and Yuvraj
Lakhotra.

GGM Science

College observes AIDS
Awareness Week with
human chain activity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: In
observance of AIDS
Awareness Week, Govt.
Gandhi Memorial Sci-
ence College, Jammu,
organized a Human
Chain Activity under
the slogan “Let us join
hands to make a differ-
ence. Let us show the
world that we care.” The
event, spearheaded by
the Red Ribbon Club
in collaboration with
the NSS unit, was held
under the patronage of
Principal Dr. Romesh
Kumar Gupta and guid-
ance of Dr. P.S. Thakur.

The activity highlighted
the institute’s solidarity
with the J&K AIDS Con-
trol Society in promoting
awareness about HIV/
AIDS among students,
faculty, and the local
community. It aimed to
dispel myths, reduce
stigma, and encourage
voluntary testing and
counseling.

Principal Dr. Romesh
Kumar Gupta empha-
sized the responsibility
of students as future
leaders to actively pre-
vent the spread of HIV/

AIDS. He noted, *“HIV/
AIDS is not just a medi-
cal issue; it carries a
social stigma affecting
individuals, families,
communities, and soci-
ety atlarge. Itis impera-
tive to foster a compas-
sionate and informed
society that supports
those living with HIV/
AIDS.”

The event’'s success
was attributed to the
visionary approach
of Dr. Gupta and the
efforts of the organiz-
ing team. Enthusiastic
student participation
was coordinated by fac-
ulty members, including
Prof. Sunita Kumari,
Assistant Dean DSW
CLUJ, Dr. Neha Sharma
and Dr. Rahul Kait, NSS
Programme Officers,
Dr. Bekam Paul Singh,
Associate Professor
in Botany and Dr. Arti
Sharma, HOD EVS.

The program con-
cluded with a pledge,
“Let us work together to
create a world that will
not tolerate stigma and
discrimination against
people living with HIV/
AIDS.”

Open loot in under guise of toll
plaza.: Shiv Sena

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: Shiv Sena (UBT) Jammu
and Kashmir unit chief Manish Sahni has
termed the toll collection going on incomplete
and under-construction roads of Jammu as
open loot by the National Highway Authority.

In a press conference held at the party’s
state central office, state chief Manish Sahni
has strongly criticized the toll plaza on the
incomplete ring road yesterday and demand-
ed to roll it back with immediate effect.

Sahni said that Jammu and Kashmir is the
only union territory where there is a plethora

of toll plazas, toll collection is being done on

five toll plazas in Jammu and work is going

on on the 6th in Akhnoor. Two toll plazas are
in Kashmir. Sahni said that no opportunity is
being missed to loot the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Sahni has demanded from the BJP MPs
of Jammu and Kashmir to raise their voice
against this loot and put a stop to it.

On this occasion working President Jai
Bharat, Senior Vice President Balwant
Singh, Secretary Geeta Lakhotra, Dimple,
Nitin were present.
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Dimple leads protest against attacks
on minorities in Bangladesh, Pakistan
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 7: Sunil
Dimple, President of
Mission Statehood
Jammu Kashmir, led a
massive protest rally
today at Janipur High
Court Road against
atrocities on minori-
ties in Bangladesh and
Pakistan. The protest
also raised demands
for the liberation of Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir
(POK), Gilgit-Baltistan,
and the deportation of
Rohingyas from Jammu
and Kashmir.

The rally saw effigies
of Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh burnt as dem-
onstrators condemned
attacks on temples,
killings of Hindus, and

atrocities against minori-
ties in these countries.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Dimple highlighted
the plight of Hindus in
Bangladesh, alleging
brutal killings, public
hangings, and destruc-
tion of temples and busi-
nesses by local authori-
ties and extremists. He
specifically demanded
the immediate release
of Hindu saint Chin-
may Krisha, reportedly
arrested by Bangladeshi
forces.

Dimple also voiced
concerns over the
security threat posed
by Rohingyas in Jammu
and Kashmir. He alleged
their involvement in ille-
gal activities such as
human trafficking, drug

smuggling, and espio-
nage for Pakistan. He
urged the Union Home
Ministry and J&K admin-
istration to ensure their
deportation.

Calling on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
Dimple emphasized the
urgent need to liberate
POK and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, asserting that the
people in these regions
are yearning to join
India. He accused the
Pakistani Army and ISl
of human rights viola-
tions, including forced
conversions, rapes, and
the killing of minorities.

Dimple warned Paki-
stan and Bangladesh
that India would not
tolerate any harm to
Hindus or Sikhs. He
reaffirmed India’'s com-
mitment to safeguarding
its citizens and promot-
ing peace in the region.

Prominent leaders,
including Vinay Agarw-
al, Suresh Jamwal, B.B.
Bhat, Narender Sharma,
Sameer Gupta, Ashok
Kumar, and Vishal
Kapoor, joined the pro-
test, expressing solidar-
ity with the cause.
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