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INDIA bloc MPs stage protest over Adaniissue

Army
soldier killed
in accidental
fire in

Kishtwar

JAMMU, Dec 3
(Agencies): An Army
soldier was killed in an
accidental discharge of
fire in the Chatroo area
of Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Official sources said
that an army personnel
died after his service
rifle went off accidental-
ly, resulting in grievous
injuries.

He was immediately
evacuated to the hospi-
tal for treatment where
doctors declared him
brought dead.

The deceased has
been identified as Sat
Ganam Singh son of
Balkar Singh resident
of New Dewan Grah
Chakrohi, Suchitgarh
Jammu.

Meanwhile, police
have registered a
case in this regard and
investigation has been
taken up.

CRPF man
dies by
suicide in
Shopian

SRINAGAR, Dec 3
(Agencies): A CRPF
man posted in South
Kashmir’s Shopian dis-
trict allegedly commit-
ted suicide by shooting
himself with his service
rifle on Tuesday.

An official said a
CRPF personnel shot
himself dead with his
own service rifle at
Horticulture farm Zai-
napora.

He has been identified
as Param Veer of 178
Battalion.

He added that further
investigation has been
taken up to enquire
the matter and rea-
sons behind taking this
extreme step.

Former VDG
member
found dead
in
Udhampur
Forests

JAMMU, Dec 3 (Agen-
cies): Body of a former
Village Defense Guard
member was found in
mysterious conditions
in forests of Chapper
area of Udhampur dis-
trict on Tuesday.

Officials said that a
deadbody of an disen-
gaged VDG was found
in mysterious condi-
tions along with the
rifle (303) in Chapper
forests.

He has been identified
as Ashok Kumar (45)
son of Romal Chand
resident of Chapper
Udhampur.

Soon a team of police
rushed to the spot and
took the body in their
possession for medico-
legal formalities.

A case has been reg-
istered in this regard

=Turn to page 9

NEW DELHI, Dec 3 (Agen-
cies): Lok Sabha LoP Rahul
Gandhi, Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, AAP MP Sanjay
Singh and other leaders of
INDIA bloc on Tuesday staged
protest in the premises of the
Parliament over the issue of the
Adani indictment.

Protesting leaders held ban-
ners and raised several slogans,
demanding a Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee (JPC) investiga-
tion into Adani indictment.

In a post on Facebook LoP in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi posted
pictures of the protest saying,
“Protesting at Makar Dwar, Par-
liament complex, today, asking
the real question: Who will beni-
fit from the billions of Adani,

J&K handicapped association protest
in Srinagar, observe World Disability

Modi ji? The Prime Minister’s
silence speaks volumes.”
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor said that this protest by
INDIA bloc leaders marks the
end of the protest that opposi-
tion held in the last 6 days in

Day as ‘Black Day’

SRINAGAR, Dec 3 |
(Agencies): Jammu and *
Kashmir Handicapped
Association observed
World Disability Day as
a “black day” by staging
a peaceful protest at the
Press Enclave in Sri-
nagar on Tuesday.

Holding banners and
raising slogans, the pro-

SUFI’ERING’S

Parliament. He added that from
now onwards the opposition will
cooperate in the proceedings of
the Parliament.

“It's a whole set of issues to do
with the Modi Govt’s policies...
To be very honest, it is a sort of

clear signal to the ruling party
that many of their policies have
found very strong opposition
throughout the country. While
we are going to cooperate in the
House from this morning, none-
theless there was one, sort of
salvo to be fired as a form of pro-
test before going out to debate
and participate in the Parliamen-
tary processes. Essentially, we
are marking the end of the pro-
test for the last 6 days in Parlia-
ment,” Tharoor said.

CPI MP P Sandosh Kumar
said that the opposition is here
to raise ‘pro-people issues’ and
it will continue to do so with
the new models of protest. He
stressed that the op‘posnmn will
make

Terrorist killed in ongoing
encounter in Dachigam

mTurn to page 9
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forests in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Dec 3
(Agencies): A terrorist
was gunned down in an
encounter with security
forces in the Dachhigam
forest area of Srinagar
on Tuesday, according
to the Army.

Officials in Srinagar
said that acting on spe-
cific intelligence inputs,

the security forces
launched a cordon-and-
search operation in the
upper reaches of Dachh-
igam which turned into a
gunfight when terrorists
opened fire on a search
party.

The security personnel
retaliated and a terrorist

=Turn to page 9

testers called for imme-
diate government action
to improve the welfare of
the disabled community.

Protesters told news
agency—Kashmir News

Observer (KNO) that
their demands include
launching a special
recruitment drive for
qualified disabled indi-
viduals and revising the

Jammu Kashmir High
Court questions ‘Pick and
Choose’ policy in arms
licence scam prosecution
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SRINAGAR Dec 3
(Agencies): The High
Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh
has raised concerns
about the alleged delay
in granting prosecu-
tion sanctions against
bureaucrats implicated
inthe arms licence scam,
questioning whether the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) is adopting a
selective approach, Bar
and Bench reported.
The scam involves the
illegal issuance of arms
licences on a large scale
by district magistrates,
including IAS officers,
between 2012 and 2016.

A Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Tashi
Rabstan and Justice MA
Chowdhary expressed

dissatisfaction with the
pending prosecution
sanctions, emphasis-
ing that influential indi-
viduals, referred to as
“big fishes,” continue
to evade accountabil-
ity despite serious
allegations. The Court
noted that this delay
undermines justice and
termed it a “matter of

grave concern.”
Highlighting the
case of Kumar Rajeev
Ranjan, IAS, who was
the District Magistrate
of Kupwara, the Court
pointed out that despite
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) filing
a case against him in
2008 under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act, no
mTurnto page 9

reservation system in
government jobs from
horizontal to vertical.
“We demand an
increase in the monthly
mTurnto page 9

Two female terror associates detained
under PSA in Udhampur° Police

JAMMU, Dec 3 (Agen-

cies): Police have
detained two female
overground workers
(terror associates) under
the Public Safety Act in
Udhampur district of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Police said that two

female terror associ-
ates have been detained
under the Public Safety
Act (PSA).

The duo was identified
as Maryama Begum,
resident of Loudhara,
Basantgarh, and Arshad
Begum, resident of Rai

Chak, Basantgarh,
who were assessed to
be posing a significant
threat to the safety and
security of the state.
They were found to
be involved in provid-
ing logistics support
to terrorist groups and
working as guides and
facilitators for terror-
ist organisations. Their
continuous actions
posed a serious risk to
public safety and tran-
quillity, said police.
They added that to pre-
vent further criminal
mTurnto page 9

Kashmir higherreaches, Sonamarg
received fresh snowfall

SRINAGAR, Dec 3
(Agencies): The higher
reaches of Kashmir
valley including the
picturesque Sonamarg
experienced a fresh
snowfall while some
plains were lashed by
rains overnight, officials
said.

The famous tourist des-
tination of Sonamarg in
Central Kashmir’s Gan-
derbal district received
a fresh light snowfall on
Tuesday much to the
delight of the tourists
staying there.

The Sonamarg-Kargil
road has been temporar-

ily closed for vehicular
traffic due to slippery
conditions and snowfall
on the Zojila pass con-
necting Ladakh with the
Kashmir valley.

Reports of light snow-
fall were also received
from the Gurez valley
and other higher reaches

of the Bandipora district,
Machil in Kupwara and
other higher reaches of
north Kashmir overnight,
Kashmir Weather, an
independent forecaster
Faizan Arif told agency.

“There is a possibility
of light snowfall in a few
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, December 03, 2024

ANTIM ARDAAS

WITH PROFCUMD JGRIEF AND SORROW. WE
REGRET TO INFORM YO THE 3AD DEMISE
OF QUR BELOVED DAUGHTER TAKSHREEM
KAUR OO CHATURVEER SINGH AND SpaT
RAMBIR KAUR OF GLRUDWARA COLOMNY
HMT SRINAGAR AT PRESENT 234 MARBLE
EMNCLAVE TRIKUTA HNAGAR EMTEMNSIOM,
BEHIND ALLEMN CARRIER INSTITUTE, JANNLE,
WHO LEFT On HEAVEMLY ABQODE OM
2EM1 24,

TEMTH DAY AMD ANTIM ARDAAS WILL BE
PERFORMED AS PER PROGRAM GIVEN BELOW
ARAMBH SHR1 AKHAND PATH SAHIB ON 2224
MOKNDAY 9:30 AM AT OUR RESIDENCE

BHOG SHREI AKHAND PATH SAHIB ON 41224 WEDMHESDAY 9:30 AM AT DUR
RESIDEMCE. KIRTAM AND ANTIM ARDAAS 40 AM TO 123530 PM ON 4M2/24
WEDRNESDAY AT CURLDWARS BALA PREITAR TREKUTA MAGAR Li kL

GRIEF STRECKEM:-

S BUMER SIHNGH RAINA AND SDHI BALBIR KAUR (GRANDPARENTS)

HARVIMNDER SINGH AMD DALBI HAUR (CHACHU AND CHACHLI

JATINDER SIMGH AND ROMINDER KALUR (FUFAD AND BLAJ

HARMEEK SINGH AND RAMNEET KOUR WUAMA AMND MAMLIT)

RAWINDER SINGH AND SUKHJEET KOUR (MAMA AND MAMIIN

TEl BAHADLUR SINGHAND SURINDER KOUR (MASAD AMD MASLI

TAKSHREEN H:AL.IFI

Wik Pmlourel Griel and somee wa Inlbmn (ha sad dames o
St Anita Rmhare wie ol Eh. Sxlak Rathom whe bR w Br i
heavanly abode on Z2 Mowv Z0dd.

Krive wil ke peribrmed on |Wedneaday) 4tk Dec. 2024 [12:00)
Moed o Cif Rescanca Mo D1 Llams ho, 4 Shiy WVilsr das
ey Jaim mii

Rassm Pagr wil b parbmad on (Wedrasday) 40 Dec. 3024 =
MO0 P o 500 P et Ton Mo S ncer daongmr Colo my Jsmn.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

5h, Sakin Rathors (Hushband)

Juth ard Jatharl
&, vashno Dess Rahore and Lae 5mi Rama Rathoms

Emi Sarda Fathom Wio la%e Sh, Om Padceh Rahos

Bh. Saipal Rahore and it Smi Uika Rahow

Eh. Hutbhwshan Rafone znd St ‘endane Rahome (Devar and Devaal)
brs. Shtsdi and Y. Mavdsap Rathors (Son and Dasghierin-Law)

SMT. ANITA RATHO RE

(Edior in chied awar Ghos Magazne and Hewsmaper | AND ALL RATHORE FAMLY,
Er. Sandaep Haho |bod (Banj MOB: e ISRE, 0 TEoR E14E
Priga Pt {Diawg e W moi GmME0

Yahadw ard Mrangana {Gmnd Childmn)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we inform
the sad and untimely demise of Mrs Sunita
Raina W/o Mr Rakesh Raina ariginally resi-
dent of Karan Nagar, Srinagar, Presently
residing at Nagpur, on 28th Nov, 2024,
TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be perfarmed in
Nagpur at N2 Vasantika Appartment, Raj
Nagar Chhaoni , Near Durga Mandir, Nagpur
on 07th Dec 2024.

GRIEF STRICKEN

SAMAST RAINA PARIVAR

+91 98382 06444, 9765568808

TENTH DAY KRIYA -_'* iy

with profound grief and sormow we regret to i nfarm the | 4

sad demise of cur beloved mother Smit Roopawati I-"J,.ﬂ- L
(Oma Jig ) Wio Late Sh Janki Nath Koul. £
Ovigire| resident of Chandapura Habba kadal Sgrf g
Presgntly at H.Mo 107-108 Adarsh Vikar Sainikp™
Colony Jammu Near Jodhama| Public School. ;
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed an 4th Dec
Wi e ary.,
GRIEF STRICKEM
&mt Mancy and £k FL Koul {DIL and San)

Smi Mrmalaand 3h PL Koul (DL and S )

Smi i@y and Sh W K Raina (Daughier and SiL)
Grand Sons and DLS

Grand Daughter and Sl

Grand Chiidren"s

CIONTACT HUMBER - 941307958

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Smt Sharda
SharmaW/o Late Sh. Kewal Krishan Shama
|Fio H. No 84, Mohalla Afghana, Facca Danga
Jammu on 30-11-2024,

UTHALA will be performed on 4th Dec 2024
(Weonesday) at Jain Hall Ranl Park Motife:
Eazar from 2 Pm to 4 Pm :
GRIEF STRICKEHN

Jyeti Sharma & Sanjy Sharma Brother in Law & Slsterin Law
Sonesn Sharma b Satih Sherma -Deughter & Son in Law
Stivani Sharmme & Vital Gupts -Daughter & Son in Law
Sudesh Devl & ManakChand Sharma -Brother & Slster in Law
Sradunila Pur & Viay Puri -Beother & Sister in Law

COMTACT HO: 9905254861, T0DSE56005 3796212142, Taoad0ai12

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sormow we inform Lhe sad
demize of our beloved mather Smil. Krighna Handoo]
Wio L Shei Vighwanath Handoao, ofginal meaideni o
M, Dime Colory, Sriragar presently resding at
ajafgarh, Mew Deihi

ith Day Kriya stall ke place on 41k Dece mber 20024
&t Murad ragar Ghai (Chotls Hard war) Uitiar Prade sh
gt 8:30 AM and we Wil assemble at our reskdance 22,
Shanti Vihar, Deanpur, Majafgar at 12:30 PM.
GRIEF STRICKEK:-

San & Daug hter-in-law

Jal Krishan Ha ndoo & Anjall Handoo

Daughters & Song-in-aw

Ramesh Bachioo & Sushma Bachloo

Vinod Kanme & Girja Kanna

All G randehildren

Handoo & Ganjoo Parivar
S1NM0TETT, T 1N0TE1T, a3 11107817

Smt Roopawati
{Oma Jigri)

SMT SHARDA
SHARMA

SMT. KRISHNA
HANDOD

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PFPROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW
WE INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR
EELOWED SMT. BITI PYARI DHAR
(TATHI) RESIDENT OF 31 B,
MANSAROVAR APARTMENTS. SECTOR
61, NOCIDA OM 27TH NOVEMBER 2024
10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED
COM 6TH DECEMBER 2024 AT MURAD-
MAGAR GHAT MEAR MODIMAGAR AT
B:00 AM

GRIEF STRICKEMN:-

T K DHAR -HUSBAND

(SON & DAUGHTER IN LAW)

AMNIL DHAR AND ARCHANA DHAR
(GRAND DAUGHTER & SON IN LAW)
AKANKSHA DHAR AND VIKAS SARMIAL
AAMCHAL DHAR (GRAND DAUGHTER)
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY

SAMAST DHAR, BHAT PARIVAR

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS

ith prodound gred asd sonmow, W BgeRi D inflem he s
o ms ol sur besved 5 Herbana Singh Sa Lt Shri ks nd R
R 145 Modal Town Gongyal, whe bl w b o nly abods
o 25.11-2054.

Arpmbh Bhires Akhand Path Bahib Jl on Monday 2-12-2004
a0 AMSoUr B cence, Breog 5 hres Akhard Pach Sail e
o -1 -0 Wednasday & D30 A M e sur ma canss,

Kirtam ard Anlim Arlas 81 Cunidwara 3ingh Saihs Mol
Tiomam Mo 10,30 AM 1B 12200 PW fodoeed Dy Cum Ba Langar,
GRIEF ETRICKEM :

Sim Surindar Kour (Wie)

SAngad Deap Singh (San]

Daughbers & 5ons In lew

Sim Aunestd Kioer & 5 Hard ép Singh

Him Suni Bal & S Tajrdar Sngn

Brothers and Steters In law

& Horbfajan Sngh & Sden Tajinder tour

Latm 5 Matan Singh & SSrn Gurmmessl Ko

San and Deughter in Bw

SAmandesp Singh & 5dm Manindsr Kow

Sktirand Brothor in bw

Lala Shii K C Sharma & Sl O urdevi

TO0GE 11T 14, 742256

10TH DAY/OBITUARY

W ith prfound gvied and womow, e infonm the sad oo mie of ou
beloved tater Sh, Piarmy Lal Pandita S/o Li. Koilmb Ram
Pandiim cnginally maidient of Mowoma (Hardwam)] Saskmic AP
Biook B0-lama Ro.F, Fld MoiT. Joge Townehp Mogeoka,
Jammu, sxpimdon 25 Moy 2024,

100 h Day Kriya will s paifc immed = Mihs Ohal Hear Dec s
al Schon| Educaticn. Jammu on 45h Dec. 2024 & D AN

GRIEF STRICK BN

Sl Sha bl - Wika

Emt. Roopawetl ¥Wio LL Prvisl Moth - Bebi
M. & Wc 5@ Lal Pamnd s « Brother & Bhabhi
Sons & Dawghters-in-law

Mu. & Mr. Rajider K Pandia

M. & M. Stadi Lal Pandia

Db e -l st

M. Fanju Pand s Wo L Veal Jse Pandia

Cfa Bhat Wia Raj Mumar Bhat - Daughter & San-in-law
Mr Fajnl Pandils Whis L1 Sarsotl b= Deughter
Grand Childran

PhoNo: 841086000, SESB1LITTZ

10TH DAY/KRIYA | = s

With profound grief and sorrow we regret o
inform the sad demise of owr beloved Bishan
Eimgh Sfo Late 5Sh. Hakam  Singh.
TENTH DAY will be performed on 2-12-2024
(Monday) at 12:00 PM at our residence H.No. 47,
Mew Plat, Jamimi.

KRIVA will b held on 5-12-2024 { Thursday) at
our residence H.Mo. 475, Mew Plot, Jammi.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Veena - Wile

Fiya- Daughter

Wivek Singh -Son

Brothers & Bhabi

Jyoti & Pardeep Singh

Reena B Ashok Singh

Mob: 7EE94981 99, 9419204055

OBITUARY

With p-r-:-inur-:l griafamnd scrmoe, we mg el to inform

SMT. BITI PYARI
DHAR (TATHI)

S Harbans Singh

SH. FIARAY LAL
PANDITA

BISHAMN SINGH

Smt Somawatl Zuishi & Late Sh. Prem Math]
Zutshi originally resdent of NaiBasli Anantrag!
Ishwar Maga r Udhaywalla, Jammu AP Bengaluny
on 28th MNow, 2024 (Friday).

The Maurning will be held a1 A-1002 God rej Aqus,
Haea halll, Bangaluru.

The Tenth Day Kriya wil be held on Bth Dec, 2024
[Sunday) at Yediyun Vadika Herdm Jayanagar
Bangaluru al 1 Pk,
GRIEF STRICHKEN

Bimita Bhat § Gasta Zukshi
Dia uig Fter & So neine-law
Heetl Zuishl Bakshl & Ashish Bakshi
Saon & Dsevig bber-in-law

Rohbin 2uishi & Kritlka Razdan' Zutshi
Satera: Shesls Ji Saral, Sanlash Bhal
Brothers & Bhakis

C.L Zuishi & Kundan Zutshi

Shiban Ji Zutshi & Jesta Likshi
|I<.n=ahn1 ri Lal Zutshi & Seema Zutshi

-Wife

MOTI LAl FUTSHI (PNE)

Smast Zutshl Pardwar of Anantnag
Bhat Pariwar of Sagam

Kouwl Pariwar of Vessu & Pampone
Bakshi& Razdan Parwar of Ang.
Mohbile: BITTOSH002, 9C82 110219

MK Futshi & Bra Fuishi
S5 K. Zuishl & Sanjana Zutshi
Grand Children:

Preashil, Mevan, Riddhi=h

BARKHI

Barkhi of our beloved mother Smt. Chaitan
Sharma Wio Late Sh. Narayan Swaroop Brahmi
Sl Sec - 4, HHo - 105, Vikas Magar, Sarwal,
Jammu will be parformed at our residenca on 4th
of December 2024 (Wednesday) - 10,00 am.
Deeply Remembeared By:

Sons & Daughte rs-in-law

Suman Bala & Harish Kumar

Mizha & Yashwant Brahmi

Waishno & Rakesh Brahmi

Pumima & Atul Brahimi

Daughiars & Son-in-law

Anju Wio LU Sh. Ashok Chander Gupta
Updash & Ade. Devinder Sharma

SMT. CHAITAN
SHARMA

Grand Children Ph: 9906111511,
Mrs Swall & Mr. Sushil Sharma 7889922049,
Abhinav, Vanshika, Vansh, Kartik, Hitesh, 9469030834,

7880875550

Kamya, Sanket

. UTHALA

With profound griefand sormow, we regrel bo inform you
of the sad demise of owr beloved Sh, Vied Parkash
Gupta S'o Late Sh. Inder Prakash Gupte (Mirpuri)on '
01-12-2024. e
UTHALA and Rasam Pagri will be perormed at 2: CID -
o 300 PM on Wednesday, 4th of December 2024 at
Raghunath Mandir, Nowshera.

Griel Siricken

Smt Shub Cupta (Wil )

Daughters-in-law and Sons

Smt Asha and Sh Vighal Gupla

Smt Rimpy and Arpan Gupla

Smt Ranshiand Assem Mahajan

{ Bhabhl and Brother)

Smt Sushma and Sh Kulbir Gupla
Daughisrs and Sons in Law

Smt Rizkha Kharna and Sh. Salwr Khanna
Smt Suiekha and Sh Vikod h Gupta (Ex-KLC)
Smt Ekla Gupta and Sh. Raman Kan! Gupia
Grand Children

Anganand Avn

Prarav and Pragail

Shautya and Kayaan

| DREed i SR DS RIE SH TSR

— OBITUARY -

With profound grief and sorrow, we f 5
regret to inform the sad demise of our q‘ -
beloved Mummy, Shrimati Uma
Pandita W/o Late Sh Prithvi Nath
Pandita of Batapora Sopore JA&K, who
left for heavenly abode on Monday,
November 25, 2024 at Gwalior. L
The Tenth Day Kriya will be held on b
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 at9 am.
Venue: Utila Canal Near Utila Police
Station Behat Road, Gwalior.

GRIEF STRICHEM

Sh Geopl Haik Fandita [Mr-in—l.-vn 008104 97741

Sh Pran Nath Pandits ard Smi. Ratnd Pandis | Son & Doalghiter -in-lsw)

09410105543, +91 70424 85077

Shealn Pardits BhatWis Late Sh Bhuskan Lal Bhat (Daughvier j «01 94103 16442

Chandra Kanta & Prof (DvjAshok K Kantoo [Deughter and Son-n-daw) 84 106 88743

B4 120 07 M0

Weona Pandiin Houl & Shodi Lal Houl [Daughter & Son-in-low) 064151 13231, 0894151 S0008
Sushea Shamma & Mo Rl n Shadma [Dadghter and Sen-in-ew) +0 108717 78509, 93558 13805

Winay Mohan Pardts & Hamha Pandits {(Nephew and his Wifs )
09 4235 BA015 +01 04260 09442

KRIYA/UTHALA
With profeund griel and sormw, we mgmt
il hal ouf belbved Eh. Sal Pal Sharmma
{Ret. Tateidar) Sk Lak Sh Baj Nath Stams & S
Late Sime. Vidys Doyl Rib Pot No. 255, Rehan Rl
Colory, Jameri loft Sor his hoavanly atodo an24th i .fr |
al Mav., 2024, i
Kriya will ba performead on 3rd Dac, (Tuesday) @i
12 O Clock fnoar) at our residence,
Uthala wil b hakd on <410 Dec. (Wadnesday] ai 4
Hari Mardir, Ratari Colory from 3 pmyio 4. pere
Grief Stricken

St Tepe Sharma- Wite 419182004)
Brothars & Sister-in-Laws

Peof. MK Sharma & Sml Sunila Shama

Sh, AP Sharma (Retd. Lect ) & Smil, Kamini Sharma B410186628)

Late Smt Chandar Kanfa & Late Sh Romash Humar Shama- Sisler & Brother-in-Law
St Mealam Sharma & Sh. Visod Kumar Shama- Sisier & Brothed-in-Law

Mr. Suvrat Sharma & M. Sonia Shame- Son & Daughter-in-Law

Mr. Anbush Sharma & Mrs. Anupama PO 18722223)- Son & Daughter-in-Law

M. Sunch| Shama & Sh.Ajy Shama- Daughter & Soa-in-Law

Mrs. Shisha Sharma & Sh. Sandeep Shamma - Daughier & Sondn-Law

Sh. Ved Parkash Gupta

Smt Uma Pandita

Sh. Sat Pal Sharma Row_ Tehsidar)

Grand Children: Anika & Anadi

ANTIM ARDAAS

IWITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, 'WE REGRET T0 WO RM)
YOUOFTHE 220 DEUEE OF 8 BALBIR SINGH 30 FaDAR KOUR)
A0 LATE & KUIWANT SMNGH XaLA OF GURL MANAK BHAWAN)
(DEWAN BAGH) BARAMULLA WHD LEFT FIR HIS HEAVENLY S
[ASODE ON 28 MOV 2024
ANTIM ARDAAS WILL BE PERFORUED AS FER THE FROGRAN
GIVEN BELOW AT OUR RESIDENCE - FLAT NO. 313, PRETTY [#Y|
APART WENTE, CHOWADH| ROAD PRIOR TO MOOR CASTLE. SEC-
TOR DSAINIK COLONY JAkis

[ARAMBH SHR| AKHAND PATH SAHIB DN 41204 WEDNESDAY)
330 AM AT OLUR RESIDENGE.

BHOG SHAI AKHAND PATH SAHIB ON 51224 FRIDAY 530 AM AT
OURRESDENCE

KIRTAN ANDANTIMARDAAS FROM 10 AMTO 1230 PR ON €A 224

FRIDEY AT GURLIDWARA SIKGH SABHA SANK COLONY JAMMU 5. BALBIR SINGH

GRIEF STRICKEN

SN PAIAM KDUR

WA/DEEP SINSH KALA AND NAVOEER KO UR {SON & DAUGHTER N LAW)

141 SHREEX HOLR [MALGHTER)

MOERIEET KOLR (SISTER

RH.EET KOLIR & MAMIEET SINGH (SISTER & BROTHER IN LAW)

NEPHEWS ! IET PAL SINGH, INEET PAL SINGH AWARIEET SINGH, KANWAL JEET SINGH, ABHYY JEET
ShGH

WOB.: TBESSISTY, +91T 00244785

10th DAY/UTHALA

Viith profound grief and sorow we regrat

to inform the sad demise of our beloved

mother Smt. Sudesh Tull Wio Shri Ved y
Parkash Tull on 22 November 2024,

10TH DAY will be perfarmed at our resi- gt
dence House Mo 10 , Sector 2, lower
Roop MagarJammu on Sunday 1
December, 2024 at11 AM

Uthala will be performed on Wednesday &
4 December 2024 at Aap Shambhu Smt Sudesh Tuli
Mandir, Roop Magar, Jammu from 3 to 4

PM

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons and Daughters-in-law

Rajeev Tuli and Neetu Tuli

Dr. Sanjeev Tuli and Bindu Tuli

Grand Daughter and Grand Son

Pranjal, Ananditz, Rudraksh and Anish

Contact No 9818109788, 9818366883

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profaund grief and somow we megret & inform the
wad demise of our beloved mother Smt Roopawati
(Dma Jigri) Wia Late Sh Jerki Nath Kaul

Original msident of Chamdapura Habda Kadal Sgr
Prsently al Mo 10108 Adarch Winar Sank Cobmy
Lmmu hMea Jodhamal Pubic School who attained
friakala on 265t of Now 2024

TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be perfonmed on 4122024
[Wed resday] at Akhroor G hal

ASSEMBLY shell be hed at Muthi Ghet at 10:30 AM
GRIEF STRICKEN ol
Emt Mancy and Sh AL Kaul (DIL and Son)
Erril Nirmala ard Sk PL Kaul (DIL and Son)

.

e o b Daregn)y  CeCGSAMAT
Grand Sons and DILS

Grand Daughterand SIL

Grand Children's

CONTACT NUMBER : 9419079580, 7006535550

With profeund gried and sorrow, we regret o
Jinferm the sad demise of our belgvad Father Shri
Sardar Chand (Retd Bank Manager JK Bank)
Sio Shri Jeevan Ram Rio H.No. 35, Sedor-A,
Tirath Magar, Talab Tilo, Jammu

Tenth Day Kriya will be perlormed on 4th Dec
2024 Wednesday at Guru Ravi Dass Mandi, New
Piot, Pacea Talab, Jammu, Near Tawi Gas.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smit. Sarla Devl (Wike)

Dr. Shuvam Dayal (Son)

Dr. Sumil Kaisi (Son-in-law)

Sakhashi (Daughter)

Mra & Mr. Yash Paul [Brother)

Mre. & Mr. Jeel Raj (Brather)

Phone No.: 9419103778

Shri Sardar Chand

{Retd Bard Mmager J¥ Bank )

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: A del-
egation of the Federa-
tion of Industries Jammu
(FOW), led by its Chair-
man, Lalit Mahajan,
along with S.C. Dutta,
Ajit Bawa, and Raman
Jolly, Co-Chairman,
recently met with Omar
Abdullah, Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory (JKUT),
in Jammu.

The purpose of the
meeting was to high-
light the pressing chal-

‘ I

lenges faced by existing
working industrial units
in J&K and to submit a
detailed representation
outlining their concerns.
During the discussion,
Lalit Mahajan brought
to the Chief Minister’s
attention the plight of
local industries, which
are struggling due to the
dilution of fiscal incen-
tives following the abro-
gation of Article 370.
He emphasized that
this has caused signifi-
cant discontent among
industrial units, which

r!lﬂ

employ thousands of
locals. He highlighted
that the micro, small,
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) in J&K, with an
investment of approxi-
mately Rs 30,000 crores
before March 31, 2021,
are now facing severe
competition from new
industries established
under the New Cen-
tral Industrial Package
(NCSS 2021). While the
new industries receive
generous allocations of
about Rs 3,266 crores
annually, the existing

T
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units are left with only
Rs 450 crores in SGST
refunds and a meager
Rs 20-25 crores annu-
ally as turnover incen-
tives.

Mahajan urged the
Chief Minister to provide
adequate fiscal support
to existing industrial
units, comparable to
the incentives under
the Central Package.
Key demands included
increasing budgetary
allocations for turnover
incentives as per Gov-
ernment Order No. 127-

Ind. of 2021, providing
GST-linked incentives
for existing units and
those under substantial
expansion post-April
1, 2021, and allocating
funds for the reimburse-
ment of working capital
interest subvention.

He also called for
marketing support in
the form of price and
purchase preferences,
conversion of lease-
hold rights to free-
hold rights, removal of
items like edible oil and
roasted groundnuts
from the negative list,
and upgrading exist-
ing industrial estates
through increased fund-
ing to J&KSIDCO and
SICOP.

Omar Abdullah lis-
tened attentively to the
concerns and assured
the delegation that
his government would
extend full support to
revitalize the existing
industrial units in the
state. He committed to
addressing their issues
to ensure their survival
and continued contribu-
tion to the local econo-
my.

ABRSM delegation calls on LG Sinha

Top News
Report

DODA, Dec 3: In an
effort to resolve the
burning issues of the
teaching community of
J&K, a delegation of
Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh,
J&K led by State Presi-
dent Rattan Sharma met
Lieutenant Governor of
J&K, Manoj Sinha at Raj
Bhavan Jammu.

The delegation sub-
mitted a memorandum
of demands to him
requesting therein to
address the long pend-
ing demands of the
teaching community
including timely con-
duction of DPCs of all
cadres, adjustment of
recently promoted Mas-
ters, implementation

of recent decision of
Central Administrative
Tribunal pronounced
on November 20, 2024
regarding the consid-
eration of RRETs at
par with General Line
Teachers in the light
of Government Order
No 396 Edu of 2000,
absorption of Grade-
Il Teachers on vacant
posts as desired in
Government Order No
20 Edu of 2019 and
inclusion of various sub-
jects in the curriculum at
higher secondary level.
The delegates further
appealed for continua-
tion of Annual Transfer
Drive for all the cadres
of School Education
Department and imme-
diate regularisation of
incharge teachers etc.
Lieutenant Governor

Manoj Sinha gave a
patient hearing to the
delegation and assured
of all possible help in
resolving these issues
and appreciated the
team of ABRSM for
apprising him of the
ground situation .

The ABRSM delega-
tion is hopeful of some
positive developments
with regard to the
demands highlighted in
the memorandum.

The other senior
members of ABRSM
who were part of the
delegation include
Gulshan Raina State
General Secretary,
Sanjay Sharma State
Vice President, Gur-
deep State Secretary,
Rakesh State Execu-
tive Member and Neeraj
Sharma State Additional
General Secretary.

GCoE Jammu welcomes VC CLUJ
Prof. K.S. Chandrasekar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Gov-
ernment College of
Education (GCOE),
Canal Road, Jammu,
accorded a heartfelt
welcome to the newly
appointed Vice Chancel-
lor of Cluster University
of Jammu, Prof. K.S.
Chandrasekar. The Vice
Chancellor was received
with a traditional Dogri
welcome organized by
the staff and students of
the college, symbolizing
the rich cultural heritage
of the region. The Vice
Chancellor was accom-
panied by Registrar
Ankur Mahajan, Dean
Academic Affairs Prof.
Naveen Anand, and
Dean Teacher Educa-
tion Prof. Zubair Kallis.

An exhibition, in collab-
oration with the college’s
MOU institutes, was
organized to showcase
GCOE’s commitment to
growth, opportunities,
and excellence. During
the event, the Princi-
pal of the college Dr.
Jyoti Parihar, welcomed
the Vice Chancellor
with a comprehensive
address, highlighting

the institution’s achieve-
ments and future plans.

Dr. Rakesh Bharti,
Coordinator of the ITEP
program, delivered a
detailed presentation
outlining the college’s
functioning, achieve-
ments, and ongoing ini-
tiatives. The event was
meticulously coordinat-
ed by Dr. Shalini Rana,
Assistant Professor of
English, who served
as the stage secretary,
while the formal vote of
thanks was presented
by Mr. Balwan Singh,
Assistant Professor of
Hindi.

As part of his visit,
the Vice Chancellor
interacted with faculty
members and toured

”_" B "_ % : "

various departments,
gaining insights into the
college’s activities. To
commemorate his visit,
Prof. Chandrasekar
planted a tree in the col-
lege campus, symboliz-
ing growth and sustain-
ability.

The event also fea-
tured the release of the
college newsletter and
two books authored
by Dr. Sushma Bala,
marking a moment of
academic pride for the
institution. As tokens of
respect, the Vice Chan-
cellor was presented
with a shawl and a
painting crafted by Har-
simran, a B.Ed. student,
while Registrar Ankur
Mahajan received a

Dogri dupatta presented
by Prof. Sunanda Rani
and Dr. Rajinder Kour.

In his address, Prof.
Chandrasekar appreci-
ated the efforts of the
college staff and empha-
sized the need to focus
on key areas requiring
attention and develop-
ment. He assured the
college of his commit-
ment to supporting its
growth on both national
and international plat-
forms.

The event reflected
GCOE’s dedication to
academic excellence
and its mission to foster
an environment of learn-
ing, innovation, and cul-
tural pride.

GGM Science College observes International
Day of Persons with Disability

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Equal
Opportunity Cell of the
GGM Science College
observed International
Day of Persons with
Disabilities by organis-
ing an Intra- College
Essay Writing Compe-
tition and Slogan Writ-
ing Competition in the

Department of Electron-
ics.

The competition was
organised under the
aegis of the worthy
Principal Prof. Romesh
Kumar Gupta and under
the guidance of the Con-
vener EOC Dr. Jatinder
Kour to sensitise the
students regarding the
unique capabilities of

the specially- abled per-
sons, who by dint of their
hard work and persever-
ance have achieved
great heights in their
respective fields.

This positivity was
duly reflected through
the essays and slogans
written by the students
from various streams.
Worthy principal Dr

Romesh Kumar Gupta
congratulated the par-
ticipants for their enthu-
siasm, creativity and
conceptual clarity.

Dr. Shalini Sharma
and Professor Akanksha
Parihar were the judges
in the competition, they
too lauded the par-
ticipants for expressing
their ideas so eloquently
in the essays and the
slogans. First prize in
the Essay Writing Com-
petition was clinched by
Neha Chowdhary, Sem
I, second position by
Manmeet Kour of Sem
V, third by Shivranjini
Sem | and in the Slogan
Writing Competition, first
position was secured by
Shivranjini , second by
Ayush Mansotra and
third by Satyam Gupta
of Sem | each . The pro-
gram was coordinated
by Dr. Balvinder, Dr.
Kiran, Prof. Mona Sethi,
Prof. Mehnaz, and Prof
Sheetu Raina.

Malik calls for collective action and

inclusion on IDPD

disabilities. However, he emphasized
that these measures alone are not

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: On the occasion
of “International Day of People with
Disabilities”, Adv. Malikzada Mohd
Shahzad, Chairman of “The Social Wel-
fare Organisation of India”(TSWOOI)
an NGO, highlighted the increasing
rate of disabilities worldwide and the
urgent need for collective action.

In a press statement, Malik acknowl-
edged the efforts made globally, such
as pulse polio immunization and vac-
cinations for young children to prevent

enough.

“Have our duties ended there? Have
we fulfilled all the responsibilities
expected of us as members of the soci-
ety?” he questioned, urging individuals
to take proactive steps to support and
empower people with disabilities.

Malik called for a collective pledge to
eliminate the stigma surrounding dis-
abilities and replace it with encourage-
ment and inclusivity. “Disability is not a

crime. It is wrong to despise this cre-
ation of Almighty Allah. Let us promise

to stand by these individuals, help them

ENIT NO. 59 OF 2024-25 DATED 29-11-2024

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
QFFIGE OF THE EXEGUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI PHE MECHANICGAL DIVISIUN UDHAMPUR
MOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-NIT JEPHEM'UDHR! 59 OF 202425 DATED29-11-2024

and eliminate the idea of disability from
their minds,” Malik observed.

He reiterated TSWOOI's commit-
ment to its mission of supporting the
differently-abled vowing to continue
the NGO'’s work until lasting change is
achieved. “Our manifesto has always
been about creating an inclusive and
supportive society. This promise will
guide us to the end,” Malik added.

Exculive Engineer Jal Shakli PHE Mechanical Division, Lkdhampur, on bekall of te Lt Governor of Jemmu and Kashmir
UT, inviles lenders by e-lendering made from registered firms who have sufficient experience in te relevant field of electro
miechanicall alecinca! wones.

[T

iender fee

NN

=~ n

site conditons.

Dated:-29-11-2024

Sl Harne of the wark CHy Name of Diviion Cosl of Tender Earrest Money Bid validity
Diocurnent § Tendar {in As)
Fea
[in B
1 2 3 4 5 L T
1 Repair to 10000 GPH x 250 | 01 job Jal Shakti FHE Rs. 200,00 (Non- (Rs. 14200000 2% (in a0 days
meler head HC punp sel al Mech. Division refundalile in shape case of non-
pumping station RakhBadal, Udharnpaur of treagury challan i | regleterad finms j0r
tavour of the s, FI0.000 1% tin
Ewxacutive Enginesr casa of firms
Jal Bhakli PHE Mech. | registersd with DIC
Driigion Udharmpu 351 MSME)
2. | Repair to 10000 GPH x 250 | Of job Jal Bhakti FHE Rs. 200.00 (Kon (Rs. 1340000) 2% (in 90 days
meter hasd HC pump at Mech. Unasion refundaile In enepe C&5e of non-
pumping station Jb sage-1" Udhampar of treasury challan in | registared firmsOr
[CHd) favour of the {Rs, 870,000 1% (in
Execulive Enginger case of finms
Jal Shakil PHE Mech. | reglstered with DIC
Diniisinn Lidhampur 5517 MEME)
3. |FRepar to 63 KVA voliage | 01 job Jal Shakti FHE Rs. 200.00 (Non- (Rs. 11100000 2% (i 40 daya
stabilzer installed at pumping Mech, Division refundable in shape case of non-
station Gamai stage-1" Udharmpar of treagury challan in | registered finms)0r
Favear of the {Rs. 555.000 1% {in
Emacutive Enginesr case of firme
Jal Shakti PHE Mech. | reqistared with DIC /
Digian Udharmpur 5317 MSME)

The complete Elﬂl:lll'g procags will e onlime |]|E "'|k.1-|‘.‘-"|lﬂE""'3 PN N
The technical bid will be opanad on line on 10-12-2024 at 11. 00 AM or any other subsaquant date in the offica of the
Exmmcutiva Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Machanical Division Uidhampur
The Financial bids of {he bidders shall b opened anling in the office of the Execulive Enginesr Jal Shakli PHE Mechanical
Divizion Udhampur after evaluation of bechnicsl bids, The date shall be communcated separstely.
Bids must ba accompanied by bid secunty and cos{ of Tandar Documant 35 spacified in column 5 & & of tha table (and for
DICISSIMSME registened Tinms s per Indusirial Policy of JEK govt ) payable at Udhampur phedged in favour of Exscutive
Enginesar, PHE Mechanical Division, Udharmpur,
& Bid security will have 1o be in farm of COR ! FOR { BG of any achedwed bank and shall have 1o be valid for ane year ar
miere after last date of recespt of Bid The cost of downloaded tendaer documants shall be in form of Treaswery Challan / e-
Challan in favour of Exacutive Engineer PHE Mechanical Division, Udhampur payable at Uidham pur
8. Firms who will Tulfill the Tollowing paramelens are elijble to participate.
i Average Annual financiel turnover during tha Iest 3 wears, anding 31 March of the previews financial year, should
b at laast 3% of the estmated cost.
i Experience of having succesafully compleded similar works during kast 07 years ending lasl day of month previous
fo the one inwhich applications are imited should be either af 1he tallowing:-
g  Thres similar completed wonks costing not lBes than the amount squsl to 400 of the estimated cost
b Twa similr completed works cosfing not less than the amount equal fo 6004 of the estimate cost
g One simibr complsled work cosfing nod kess than the amount equal b BO%, of the eslimaed cosi
Iif) Drefinition of “simiar work® should be clearly defined.
10, The bid shall reman cpan for accaptance for a penod of B0 days from the date of opening bids. If any bidder [ tenderar
withdraws his bid ! lender bedone the said peiod of makes any modifications in the terms and condiions of the bid, the
earnest maney of the fim shall stand fodeidad.
11. The tanderers are sdvsed to visit the sie of work before uploading their tenders 50 as o acquaint themseshes with exact

12, Qthar details can ba sean in the bidding documents from the wabsie hitpdiktandars gov in
w0, JSPHEMUDHR 2024-25/

DIP/J-T603/24

8id documents can be seen al and downloeded from the webaile hilpikiendare.gov in from 28-11-2024 [15:00 Hrs.)
Tha Bids shall ba deposiied on the website ipikiendars gov m from29-11-2024 (15:30 Hrs.) to 09-12-2024 (15:00 Hrs).
After npaning tender only succassful bidder shall be asked for submiting the hard copies of documents with COR and

Sd-
Exacutive Enginaar

Jal Shakti PHE Mech. Division

Udhampr
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Supreme Court upheld Secularism & Socialism
EDITORIAL P b

Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar on various grounds ,including

ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY

he environment, a cradle for all living
Tbeings, is under unprecedented threat
due to human activities. Sustainability,
the principle of meeting our present needs with-
out compromising the ability of future genera-
tions to meet theirs, has become a cornerstone of
modern environmental discourse. As the planet
faces challenges ranging from climate change to
biodiversity loss, achieving a balance between
development and environmental protection is
imperative for a secure future.

Human activities, particularly industrialization,
deforestation, and overexploitation of natural
resources, have significantly altered ecosystems.
Global temperatures are rising due to the green-
house effect, leading to erratic weather patterns,
melting polar ice caps, and rising sea levels. The
degradation of air, water, and soil quality has
adversely impacted human health and liveli-
hoods, especially in vulnerable communities.

Biodiversity loss is another grave concern.
According to the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), nearly one million species are
at risk of extinction due to habitat destruction,
pollution, and climate change. The decline in
biodiversity not only threatens ecological bal-
ance but also jeopardizes food security, as many
agricultural systems depend on diverse plant
and animal species.

Sustainability offers a holistic approach to
address environmental challenges. It empha-
sizes reducing resource consumption, minimiz-
ing waste, and transitioning to renewable energy
sources. The United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, with its 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs), provides a
comprehensive framework to achieve economic
growth while protecting the planet.

Transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable
energy sources like solar, wind, and hydroelec-
tric power is essential to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Investments in clean energy technolo-
gies not only mitigate environmental damage
but also create jobs and drive economic growth.

A circular economy promotes reusing, recy-
cling, and reducing waste, ensuring that products
and materials are kept in use for as long as pos-
sible. This model reduces pressure on natural
resources and minimizes environmental pol-
lution.

Practices like organic farming, agroforestry,
and precision agriculture can help maintain
soil health, conserve water, and reduce chemi-
cal usage. These methods ensure food security
while preserving ecosystems.

Cities, as hubs of population and economic
activity, have a significant environmental foot-
print. Sustainable urban planning, green infra-
structure, and efficient public transportation
systems can reduce energy consumption and
pollution.

Technological advancements play a pivotal
role in promoting sustainability. Innovations in
renewable energy, such as efficient solar panels
and energy storage systems, have made clean
energy more accessible and affordable. Smart
farming technologies, including IoT and Al,
enable precision agriculture, reducing resource
wastage.

Digital tools also empower communities by
raising awareness about sustainable practices
and enabling monitoring of environmental
changes. For instance, satellite imagery helps
track deforestation, while apps promote waste
segregation and recycling efforts.

Despite the progress, significant obstacles
hinder the journey toward sustainability. Eco-
nomic disparities make it difficult for developing
nations to adopt green technologies. Political
inertia and lack of stringent environmental regu-
lations further slow down progress. Additionally,
changing public attitudes and consumption pat-
terns remains a challenge, as consumerism and
wasteful practices continue to dominate.

Sustainability is not solely the responsibility
of governments and corporations; individuals
and communities also play a crucial role. Simple
actions, such as conserving water, reducing sin-
gle-use plastics, and adopting energy-efficient
appliances, can collectively make a substantial
impact. Promoting environmental education fos-
ters awareness and encourages proactive partici-
pation in sustainability initiatives.

Local communities are often at the forefront
of conservation efforts. Indigenous knowledge
and practices, which are inherently sustainable,
offer valuable insights into ecosystem manage-
ment. Collaborative efforts between local popu-
lations, governments, and organizations can lead
to effective and inclusive solutions.

Environmental issues transcend national
boundaries, necessitating global cooperation.
Agreements like the Paris Accord aim to unite
countries in combating climate change. Similarly,
international organizations and forums facilitate
knowledge sharing, resource mobilization, and
coordinated actions.

By: Omkar Dattatray

upreme Court gave an
Simportant judgment of far-
reaching significance when

it disposed the public interest liti-
gation asking for striking down
the word secular and socialist
from the preamble of the Indian
constitution and the highest Court
declined to strike down the impor-
tant term secular from the consti-
tution .It was in 1976 that in the
rule of Congress Prime minister
Indira Gandhi,the parliament had
enacted 42rd amendment to the
constitution of India and incorpo-
rated and added the words, secu-
lar ,socialist & integrity to the pre-
amble of the constitution thereby
making Indian officially ,formally
Jegally and constitutionally a
secular country .However many
political parties ,thinkers and even
some big number of the public did
not like the addition of term secu-
lar to the preamble of the Indian
constitution .Their argument and
contention was and is that India is
already a country which is scrip-
turally ordained as the nation
where Sava Dharm Sambav is the
cardinal principle and doctrine
of its cultural philosophy and it
practices inter -faith harmony
and mutual brotherhood and so
there was and is no need to add
the term secular to the preamble
of the constitution .To tap it all
the right wing party BJP which
espouses Hindutva ,RSS,VHP and
its sister organizations were and
are not in favor of term secular
to have been added and intro-
duced in the constitution .This
word secular in the constitution
and political lexicon of India is
in fact a genuine eyesore to the
Hindutva and right wing politi-
cal party .But the hard fact and
reality is that India being a secular
country has got guarantee about
secularism by the constitution .A
Division Bench of the Supreme
Court led by the chief Justice of
India dismissed pleas challenging
the inclusion of words ‘socialistic’
and ‘secular” in the preamble of
the constitution .Thus in a crucial
verdict ,the Supreme Court of

the inclusion of the words “social-
istic” and “secular” in the preamble
of the constitution through the
42nd Constitutional Amendment
in 1976.A Bench comprising CJ of
India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar observed that the
flaws in the petitioners arguments
were manifest .Questioning the
motives of the petitioners ,the
Court remarked.” The fact that the
write petitions were filed in 2020
[forty four years after the words
“socialistic’ & “secular’” became
integral to the preamble ,makes the
prayers particularly questionable
.This stems from the fact that these
terms have achieved widespread
acceptance ,with their meanings
understood by “we the people of
India” without any semblance of
doubt ."The court emphasized that
the 42rd Amendment had already
undergone judicial scrutiny .For
instance ,in 1980,the Constitution
Bench in Minevera Mills vs Union
of India upheld these insertions
,declaring them vital to the consti-
tutions philosophy. In Keshvana-
nda Bharati v.state of Kerala and
S.R.Bommi vs Union of India court
observed that secularism is a basic
feature of the constitution .In fact
Supreme Court on November 25
while dismissing the challenge to
the insertion of the terms ‘Secular’
and ‘Socialistic” in the Preamble
,observed that the constitution’s
Preamble in its original form also
reflected secular ethos even before
the passing of the 42nd Amend-
ment in 1976 which inserted these
words .The important judgment
was passed on a bench of petitions
challenging the inclusion of the
words “socialistic’ and “secular’
into the Preamble of the consti-
tution in 1976 with retrospective
effect .The Supreme Court in an
order ,upheld the inclusion of
‘socialistic’ and ‘secular “in the
Preamble of the constitution .The
word ‘secular” denotes a Republic
that upholds equal respect for all
religions ."socialistic’ represents a
Republic dedicated to eliminating
all forms of exploitation ~-whether
social ,political ,or economic ,”a
Bench of CJ of India Sanjiv Kumar

interpreted .While considering
the writ petitions challenging
the insertion of “socialistic’ and
‘secular “in the Preamble to the
constitution by the constitution
forty second amendment Act in
1976,the division Bench on of
Sanjiv Khanna CJ ,and Sanjay
Kumar Justice ,dismissed the
petitions stating that there was
no legitimate cause or justifica-
tion for challenging this consti-
tutional Amendment after nearly
44 years .The court further said
that words ‘Socialistic” and “secu-
lar” have achieved widespread
acceptance .Furthermore ,the
additions to the Preamble have
not restricted or impeded legisla-
tions or policies pursued by the
elected governments ,provided
such actions did not infringe upon
fundamental and constitutional
rights or the basic structure of the
constitution .The challenge to the
insertion of “socialistic’ and “secu-
lar’ to the Preamble was made on
several grounds .It was contended
that retrospectivity of the inser-
tion in 1976 ,resulted in falsity as
the constitution was adopted on
26-11-1949,the word ‘secular’ was
deliberately eschewed by the con-
stituent assembly ,and the word
‘socialist’ fetters and restricts
the economic policy choice vest-
ing in the elected government
,which represents the will of the
people .It was further submit-
ted that the 42rd amendment is
unconstitutional as it was passed
during the Emergency in 2-11-
1976 ,after the normal tenure of
the Lok Sabha that had ended on
18-3-1976 ,therefore ,there was
no will of the people to sanction
the amendments .At the very
outset ,the court clarified that the
instant petitions did not require
detailed adjudication as the flaws
and weaknesses in the arguments
are obvious and manifest .It said
article 368 of the constitution per-
mits amendment of the constitu-
tion ,the power to amend unques-
tionably rests with the parliament
and this amending power extends
to the Preamble . Amendments to
the constitution can be challenged

violation of the basic structure of
the constitution .The important
order was based on a batch of peti-
tions filed in 2020 challenging the
validity of the inclusion of “social-
ist” and ‘secular” in the Preamble
through the 42rd Constitution
Amendment in 1976 .The peti-
tioners ,who included BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy argued that
the insertions made with the ret-
rospective effect ,that is from date
of the adoption of the Constitution
by the constituent Assembly on
November 26,1949 amounted to a
fraud on the constitution .Besides
,/they argued ,the word “secular’
was deliberately eschewed by the
Constituent Assembly and the
word ‘socialist’ frittered the eco-
nomic policy choice of the elected
government ,which represents
the will of the people .The court
further explained that the consti-
tution was a “living document
/’and open to changes according
to the needs of the time .The court
said the Preamble’s original tenets
of equality of status and opportu-
nity fraternity, dignity and liberty
reflect the secular ethos of the con-
stitution .The court clarified that
‘socialism’” in the Indian context
meant the commitment to func-
tion as a welfare state .Thus we
can say that the top court upheld
the secularism and socialism as
enshrined in the constitution of
India .The subject of inclusion of
the terms “secular’ and ‘socialist’
has been settled and there is no
confusion about it. Still if the par-
liamentarians find it necessary to
deleted the words ,'secular’ and
‘socialist’ for that the parliament
has to once again make a consti-
tutional amendment to the effect
of erasing these two words from
the Preamble of the constitution
.But it is easier said than done
.However there is no bar to make
amendments to the constitution as
per the demands of the time.

(The author is a
columnist, social and
KP activist)

How are Indian schools addressing digital literacy and mental health challenges?

By: Vijay GarG

is witnessing a transfor-

mative shift, blending tra-
ditional values with modern
innovations. Policies like NEP
and RTE have redefined learn-
ing, emphasising inclusivity,
skill-building, and emotional
well-being.

The Indian education land-
scape has undergone pro-
found changes, driven by
progressive policies and a
growing emphasis on holis-
tic learning. From democra-
tising access to quality edu-
cation through the Right to
Education (RTE) Act to imple-
menting the transformative
National Education Policy
(NEP), the sector has made
significant strides in inclu-
sivity and innovation. Today,
education not only caters to
academic excellence but also
fosters partnerships between
parents and schools, creating
a robust support system for
students.

Adapting to these changes,
schools have embraced a
forward-thinking approach
while preserving core values.

The essence of a strong edu-
cation system lies in nur-
turing curiosity and critical
thinking, equipping students
with the tools to navigate an

India’s education system

unpredictable future. Recog-
nising this, schools are focus-
ing on imparting skills for a
world shaped by emerging
technologies.

Early exposure to fields like
artificial intelligence, data sci-
ence, and digital innovations
prepares students for chal-
lenges that await them 10-15
years down the line.

India’s education system is
evolving, blending tradition
with modern innovations.
India Today spoke with Pra-
neet Mungali, Trustee, San-
skriti Group of Schools, Pune,
to explore these changes.

INNOVATION TEACH-
ING FOR AN ENGAGED
FUTURE

Modern education demands
more than rote learning; it
requires engagement, rel-
evance, and emotional con-
nection. Schools have risen to
this challenge by incorporat-
ing Social Emotional Learn-
ing (SEL) into their teaching
methodologies. SEL blends
seamlessly into subjects like
history, science, and mathe-
matics, making lessons more
relatable and impactful.

For instance, students might
role-play historical figures to
explore their motivations or
engage in peer interviews to
discuss contemporary issues.
Group projects encourage

collaboration, as students
learn to allocate roles and
work towards shared goals,
fostering both teamwork and
empathy.

VALUES AT THE HEART
OF EDUCATION

“In an era dominated by
rapid technological and soci-
etal changes, schools are
emphasising the importance
of values. Striking a balance
between personal fulfillment
and material success, the cur-
riculum is designed to nur-
ture emotionally resilient
individuals. Central to this
framework is the concept of
Vivek he ability to discern
right from wrong,” said Pra-
neet Mungali, Trustee, San-
skriti Group of Schools, Pune.

This timeless skill is woven
into daily learning, guiding
students towards becoming
morally upright and emotion-
ally balanced adults.

ADDRESSING CONTEM-
PORARY CHALLENGES

As the education landscape
evolves, schools are actively
addressing pressing chal-
lenges such as digital litera-
cy, curriculum adaptability,
and mental health. Frequent
workshops by experts on
cyber safety ensure students
are equipped to navigate the
digital world responsibly.
In-house Al coaches provide

hands-on experiences, help-
ing children embrace technol-
ogy early on.

“Mental health, a corner-
stone of student well-being, is
prioritised through structured
SEL programmes. These pro-
grammes equip students with
the tools to manage emotions,
build meaningful relation-
ships, and express empathy.
By fostering emotional intelli-
gence, schools lay the founda-
tion for happy, well-adjusted
individuals who can thrive
in any environment,” said he
further added.

As India continues to rede-
fine education, the focus
remains on creating a genera-
tion of learners who are curi-
ous, compassionate, and com-
petent. By integrating inno-
vation with tradition, schools
are shaping a future where
students not only succeed
academically but also contrib-
ute meaningfully to society.
The transformation of educa-
tion is not just about adapting
to change but leading it with
vision and purpose.

(Vijay GarG Retired
principal Educational
Columnist Street kour

Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Red
Ribbon Club of the
Govt. SPMR College
of Commerce, Jammu
observed World AIDS
Day, 2024 by organising
Rangoli Making Compe-
tition on the theme “Take
the Right Path”.

The event was organ-
ised under the patron-
age of Dr. Rajinder
Singh, Principal of the
college.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Rajinder Singh
opined that the theme of
this year is a reminder
that every action, big or
small, can make a dif-
ference in combating the
HIV epidemic.

He emphasized on the
critical role that each of
us has to play in shap-
ing a future where AIDS

is no longer a global

crisis. Prof. Pawan
Kumar Gupta, the
Head of the Commerce
Department, created
awareness among the
students about the criti-
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cal preventive measures
necessary for combating
AIDS.

He highlighted the
significance of coming
together and urged
everyone to rally behind
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their communities in the
battle against this dis-
ease.

The Rangoli Making
Competition was
adjudged by Prof.
Pawan Kumar, Prof.

Ashu Manhas and Dr.
Deepshikha Sharma.
Anshu Kapoor of B.com
Sem 1st bagged first
prize in the competi-
tion whereas Bhavdeep
Kour of B.com sem 1st
and Niharika Mehra
B.com sem 3rd secured
second and third posi-
tion respectively.

Prominent among
those present were
Dr. Mohd Azam, Prof.
Ashraf Nawaz, Dr.
Rekha Gupta, Dr.
Chetna Gupta, Prof.
Sanjeev Verma, Prof.
Esha Abrol and Dr.
Neeru Anand.

The entire event was
organised and managed
by Red Ribbon Commit-
tee members- Dr. Jag-
meet Kaur (Convener),
Dr. Deepak Pathania,
Dr. Fayza, Dr. Madhu
Bala, Prof. Binny, Dr.
Roomi Rani and Ravi.

Amid cold students forced to study in
open sky as Kulgam school still without
building for decades

Will take up matter with higher ups for construction of

school building:

Top News
Report

KULGAM, Dec 3: A
government primary
school in the Bebrada
area of Yaripora belt, in
south Kashmir’s Kulgam
district, remains neglect-
ed and unnoticed by
both local and higher
administration. Despite
decades passing, the
school is still operating
in a open sky.

“I have been study-
ing in open for several
years. | hope we get a
roof soon”, a student
told Top News JK.

“Without a toilet in
the school, teachers
and students have to
beg neighbours to allow

them to use their wash-
rooms,” he said.

“| feel sad to know that
the authorities have not
constructed a proper
school building for these
young minds till date, in
this digital era, the stu-
dents of this school are
striving for basic neces-
sities”, a local resident
said.

Locals urged the

CEO Kulgam

concerned authorities
to look into the issue
so that students could
heave a sigh of relief.

In response, the Chief
Education Officer (CEO)
of Kulgam, Igbal Hus-
sain told that he would
take up the matter with
higher ups for construc-
tion of the school build-
ing in the area.

President DDF advocates for regularization,
salary hike for NHM employees in J&K

Top News
Report

DODA, Dec 3: In a
strong appeal to the
government, Ishtiaq
Ahmed Deyv, President
of the Doda Devel-
opment Front and a
prominent social activ-
ist, has demanded the
immediate implementa-
tion of a regularization
policy and a salary hike
for National Health Mis-
sion (NHM) employees
in Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement issued
to media, Dev empha-
sized that NHM employ-
ees have been render-
ing critical healthcare
services for the past
20 years, often under
challenging conditions.
He highlighted that
despite their unwaver-
ing dedication, these
employees continue to
face job insecurity and
inadequate remunera-
tion, which undermines

o B

their morale and finan-
cial stability.

“The NHM workforce
has been the backbone
of healthcare delivery,
especially in rural and
underserved areas. It
is disheartening that
despite two decades of
service, they are denied
the dignity of regular
employment and fair
pay,” Mr. Dev stated.

He urged the authori-
ties including Chief
Minister J&K Omar
Abdullah, Lt Governor
J&K Manoj Sinha and
Health Minister J&K
Sakina Masood Itoo to
recognize the invaluable
contribution of NHM

employees by introduc-
ing a comprehensive
regularization policy
that ensures job secu-
rity and career growth.
Additionally, he called
for an urgent salary revi-
sion to align their pay
scales with inflation and
their critical role in the
healthcare system.

Dev further expressed
solidarity with the NHM
Employees group, laud-
ing their resilience and
unity in advocating for
their rights. He reiter-
ated his commitment
to supporting their
cause and called upon
all stakeholders to join
hands in ensuring jus-
tice for these frontline
healthcare workers.

“The government must
prioritize this issue as
a matter of urgency.
Healthcare is a funda-
mental right, and the
welfare of those who
deliver it cannot be over-
looked,” Dev concluded.

World AIDS Day celebrated atGDC Kishtwar

Top News
Report

KISHTWAR, Dec 3:
The Red Ribbon Club,
in collaboration with the
Departments of Botany
and Zoology at Gov-
ernment Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Kishtwar,
organized a series of
events to mark World
AIDS Day 2024. The
celebration was held
under the patronage of
Principal, Prof. Basharat
Igbal, and convened by
Prof. Waseem Rashid
from the Department of

Zoology. The program
witnessed enthusiastic
participation from both
students and faculty
members, promoting
awareness about HIV/
AIDS and its global
impact.

The event commenced
with a formal welcome
address by Dr. Shazia
Tabassum, who also
conducted the proceed-
ings throughout the day.

Students and faculty
engaged in various
activities, including sem-
inars, poster-making,
and rangoli competi-

tions, all aimed at rais-
ing awareness about
AIDS and the HIV virus.

The seminar, a key
highlight of the event,
featured an insightful
presentation by Prof.
Asma Javaid from the
Department of Botany.

She provided a com-
prehensive overview
of AIDS, its causes,
preventive measures,
and the importance
of destigmatizing the
disease. The seminar
competition adjudged
Amit Thakur, first, Mohd.
Aslan, second and
Sadiq Sajjad, third.

The competition was
judged by a distin-
guished panel consist-
ing of Prof. Sonika Sen
(Department of Sociol-
ogy), Prof. Prithvi Raj
(Department of Com-
merce), and Dr. Pard-
eep (Department of
Zoololhgy).

One set of contract
employees cannot be
replaced with another set
of employees engaged in
same terms: CAT

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: The
CAT Bench, Jammu,
comprising Rajinder
Singh Dogra (J) and
Ram Mohan Johri
(A), while disposing
of Original Application
restrained the Skill &
Development Depart-
ment, J&K Government
from replacing/substi-
tuting the Applicant by
another set of contrac-
tual appointee’ or by
transferring regularly
recruited Vocational
Instructor in the Trade
of “Stenographer &
Secretarial Assistant
(English)” in ITI, R. S.
Pura, from one institu-
tion to another till post
held by the Applicant on
‘contractual basis’ in the
academic arrangement
is filled up by the com-
petent authority i. e J&K
State Services Selec-
tion Board on regular/
substantive basis.

The Applicant — Pri-
yanka Gupta, on sat-
isfying the eligibility &
qualification, as per the
advertisement Notifica-
tion dated July 14, 2022,
issued by the Superin-
tendent Industrial Train-
ing Institute, Kathua,
and after undergoing
the process of selec-
tion, was placed in the
Select List on the basis
of the uniform screening
test and consequentially
came to be appointed
as Vocational Instruc-
tor in the Trade of “Ste-
nographer & Secretarial
Assistant (English)” in
ITl, Kathua, for academ-
ic session 2022-2023
and again Vide Noti-
fication dated August
17, 2023, issued by the
Superintendent ITI, R.
S. Pura, was appointed
as Vocational Instruc-
tor in ITI, R. S. Pura,
against a clear and

available vacancy, on
the approval of the Skill
Development Depart-
ment, J&K.

The Applicant when
sought to be replaced
/ substituted by anoth-
er set of contractual
appointees or by trans-
ferring regularly recruit-
ed Vocational Instructor
in ITI, R. S. Pura, from
one institution to anoth-
er and being deprived
of right to continuance
till regular selection on
the post held by her,
through Dinesh Singh
Chauhan, Advocate
took resort to judicial
process of law, seeking
restraint to invite the
applications from the
candidates for filling up
of post on contractual
basis in the academic
arrangement after dis-
engaging the services
of the applicant, already
working on a similar
arrangement with the
respondents.

Dewakar Sharma,
DAG on behalf of UT &
other respondents sub-
mitted that the applicant
is neither adhoc nor
contractual employee
of the respondents’
department.

Since the engagement
of the applicant is lim-
ited to delivering a spe-
cific number of lectures
during the current aca-
demic year as guest fac-
ulty for a specific hono-
rarium, therefore, is not
entitled to the benefit of
continuity until regular
appointments is made
by the Government.

The CAT Bench
observed that “It is a
settled principle of law
that an ad hoc employ-
ee cannot be replaced
by another ad hoc
employee and he can
be replaced only by
another candidate who
is regularly appointed
by following a regular
procedure prescribed.”

GDC Darhal organises awareness
programme on World AIDS Day

|65 som. DEGREE COUEGE
BARHAL

Top News Report

DARHAL, Dec 3:
The Red Ribbon Club
and NSS Unit of Govt.
Degree College (GDC)
Darhal organized an
awareness program on
‘World AIDS Day’.

It was a crucial effort
to educate students and
faculty about the ongo-
ing challenges posed
by HIV/AIDS, underlin-
ing the importance of
awareness and advo-
cacy.

Dr. Taseem Ahmed’s
lecture on the global and
national HIV/AIDS land-
scape provided valuable

insights.
He emphasized the
alarming statistics

regarding infections and
the need for continued
efforts in prevention and
treatment.

By highlighting the
actions taken by inter-
national organizations
and the Government

of India, he illustrated a
multi-faceted approach
to combatting the dis-
ease, incorporating
education, healthcare
access, and policy
advocacy.

Dr. Mohd Akhlaqg’s
focus on the vulnerabil-
ity of women and girls to
HIV/AIDS was particu-
larly important. It sheds
light on the gender
disparities that exist
in healthcare access,
education, and social
stigma.

His talk underscored
the need for targeted
initiatives that empower
women and ensure they
receive the necessary
support and resources
to protect themselves.

World AIDS Day serves
as an annual reminder
that while progress has
been made, there is still
much work to do in the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

The theme “Take the
rights path: My health,

my right” resonates
deeply, reinforcing the
belief that every indi-
vidual has the right to
health education, pre-
ventative measures,
and treatment options.

Events like this aware-
ness program not only
inform but also mobilize
communities to engage
in preventative practic-
es, reduce stigma, and
support those affected.

By fostering dialogue
and understanding, edu-
cational institutions play
a vital role in creating a
society that is informed
and compassionate.

Through continuous
awareness efforts, we
can work towards a
future where HIV/AIDS
is no longer a significant
public health challenge,
ensuring that everyone,
regardless of gender or
background, can live
healthy and fulfilling
lives.

A large number of stu-
dents and staff members
participated in the Pro-
gram. Prominent among
others were Prof. Anzar
Ahmed, Dr. Shahid Nabi
Dar, Dr Mohd Shakeel
Kataria, Prof. Igbal
Ahmed, Prof. Sumina
Begum Prof. Rahul
Sangra, Dr. Mohd Sagir,
Dr.Atta ul Rehman and
Dr Muzamil.

Students of HPS shine at 21st State
Matsogl -Do Champlonshlp

Top News Report

SAMBA, Dec 3: In a
remarkable feat, stu-
dents of Humanity Public
School, Bassi Kalan,
Bari Brahmana have
showcased outstanding
skills and determination
at the 21st State

Matsogi-Do Cham-
pionship 2024-25 held
at Indoor Sports Com-
plex, Bhagwati Nagar
recently.

72 students of HPS
participated in the com-
petition out of which
38 students brought
medals at different cat-
egories i.e; under 9, 11,
13, 15 and 17 category,
Under-9 and 11 cat-
egory, 4 boys (Akhilesh
Charak, Naksh Malviya,
Rudra Pratap, Naksh
Kumar), Under-13 cat-
egory (Sameer Dogra),
Under-15 and 17 cat-
egory, 6 boys (Pranav
Rajput, Krish, Ranvijay,
Uday Dev Singh, Sayam
Charak and Daksh

Singh) and 1 girl (Aakriti
Charak) Under-13 won
gold medal. Under-9
and 11 category, 2 boys
and 4 girls (Lakshya
Charak, Vidhant, Gur-
preet Bhagat, Ananya,
Ridhi Jamwal, Sunakshi
Charak), Under-13 cat-
egory, 2 boys (Uplaksh
Charak and Jaskaran
Singh) and Under-15
and 17 category, 2 boys
and 1 girl (Paras, Vansh
and Samriti) won silver
medal whereas Under-
9 and 11 category, 5
boys and 1 girl (Rishab
Mehta, Harsh Angurana,
Naman Charak, Arav
Kashyap, Ansh Sharma
and Sanvika),Under-13
category,2 boys and 4
girls (lkjot Singh, Kartik
Mehra, Niharika Devi,
Elina Biswas, Manvika
Sadotra and Samriti
Bhagat) and Under-15
and 17, 2 boys and 1 girl
(Soham Sharma, Muz-
zamil and Chunmun)
won bronze medal. Stu-

dents of Humanity Public
School won 12 gold, 11
silver and 15 bronze
medals and brought
laurels to their school.
Humanity Public School
stole the show by stand-
ing at the 1st position in
the competition. All stu-
dents were trained and
guided under the Sports
Incharge, Mahan Singh
and Coach, Bhanu
Pratap Singh.

Principal of the school,
Gaurav Charak and
Vice-Principal, Anku
expressed immense
pride in the hard work
and achievement of the
students under the guid-
ance of Sports Incharge,
Mahan Singh.

They also honoured
the winners in the school
assembly and congratu-
lated all the students
and staff members of
the school for the out-
standing performance
and victory of the stu-
dents.

Army pays tribute to soldier
dies of heart attack while on
duty in Raj asthan

Top News Report

QAZIGUND, Dec 3:
The Indian Army on
Tuesday paid tributes
to the soldier who died
of heart attack while on
duty in Rajasthan on
Sunday.

An army official told
Top News jk that Vepin-
der singh son of Suba
Singh of Palpora of

Mirbazar who was on
duty suffered a massive
heart attack in Rajas-
than leads to death of
the soldier.

He said body was air-
lifted on Monday from
Rajasthan to Badami
bagh headquarters in
Srinagar, adding body
of slain soldier arrived
in his native village Pal-
pora on today morning
where he was laid to
rest. Soldiers, family
members and relatives
of the deceased partici-
pated in his last rites.

“In this hour of grief,
the Army stands in soli-
darity with the bereaved
family and remains com-
mitted to their dignity
and well being,” he said.

GDCW Kathua launches Smart I-Cards
for students of BA/BSc Semester 1

Top News Report

KATHUA, Dec 3:
In a significant step
toward digital transfor-
mation, the Library of
Govt. Degree College
for Women (GDCW)
Kathua, under the lead-
ership of Principal Dr.
Savi Behl, has intro-
duced smart |-Cards
for students of BA/BSc
Semester 1.

This initiative aligns
with the college’s com-
mitment to modernizing
education and enhanc-
ing the academic expe-
rience of its students
through the integration
of advanced technology.

The newly launched

smart |-Cards enable
students to access
the library’s extensive
resources, including
physical collections,
e-books, research jour-
nals, and multimedia
materials.

These cards also
streamline the borrow-
ing process, ensuring
convenience and effi-
ciency in utilizing aca-
demic resources.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Dr. Savi
Behl underscored the
importance of this initia-
tive in fostering innova-
tion and learning.

She reaffirmed the
college’s dedication to

equipping students with
modern tools that sup-
port both their academic
pursuits and overall per-
sonal development.

Dr. Inderjeet Kour,
Dr. Babita Mahajan,
Dr. Rachna, and Chief
Librarian Sorab Dutta
were also present at
the launch event, lend-
ing their support to this
progressive move.

The launch of smart
I-Cards is part of the
institution’s vision to
create a tech-savvy
academic environment
that aligns with global
trends in digital educa-
tion, ensuring students
are well-prepared for
future challenges.
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Actor Jai Randhhawa, the angry jatt from Je Jatt
Vigarh Gya, |s upheat ahout his new film Badnam

When you think of a star like
Jai Randhhawa, it’s hard to
imagine all the layers that make
up his remarkable journey. He’s
made his mark in acting, martial
arts, reality TV, and even the
world of YouTube.

From his early school days
when he first felt the spark of
cinema, to his current ambitions
of making a Hollywood film with
an all-Punjabi cast, Jai’s story is
as diverse as his talents—and
yet, it all flows from one central
theme — passion.

“I think it all started when | was
in school,” Jai reflects, speaking
of the moment when his love for
cinema first took root. “I would
see movie posters and dream of
being a part of that world.”

From those childhood dreams,
he dove headfirst into martial
arts because he saw himself
as an action hero. Soon, he
realised that just knowing stunts
wasn’t enough, and got into
hosting chat shows.

What followed was a series of
unexpected turns that led him
to TV screens and movie sets,
including reality shows, You-
Tube hits, and finally, films like
Shooter and Medal.

Speaking of his latest project,
Je Jatt Vigad Gaya, Jai shares
it holds a special place in his
heart. “Manish sir produced it,
and Janardhan sir wrote it,” says
Jai. “Working with such talented
individuals was an incredible
experience.”

For Jai, every movie is special,

and he compares his journey
with it to driving a car for the first
time. “When you start, you're
afraid it might crash,” he says.
“But as you get better, you focus
on moving faster, smoother, and
without fear.”

To be associated with such
projects is a conscious effort.
And if you are also wondering

why he hasn’t done more films,
the actor says, “I always aim to
do something that hasn’t been
done before. Something unique
takes time. If you want to create
something fresh, sometimes
you have to hold back.”

He believes in creating content
that resonates not just with Pun-
jabi audiences, but on a pan-

India level. “Comedy doesn’t
always translate well across
different languages, but drama
and action do. That’s the direc-
tion | want to take.”

Despite his achievements, Jai
remains grounded and hungry
for more. “Success isn’'t reach-
ing one point, it's ongoing and
never-ending,” he says, and
his eyes light up when he talks
about his goals for the future.

“The Punjabi industry is just
beginning to take off, and I'm
excited for what the next 1-2
years will bring. There’s so much
more | want to accomplish.”

His ambitions extend far
beyond the boundaries of
regional cinema. “l want to make
Hollywood film,” he reveals.
“And not just any film—one
where the entire cast is Punjabi.
That's my dream.”

And he wants his story to
inspire others—especially those
from humble beginnings. “l want
people to see my journey and
think, ‘If he can do it, | can do it
too,” he says.

Jai’s not slowing down. His
next film Badnam is already in
the works, with plans for a 2025
release. The shooting is taking
place in the vibrant locales of
Jaipur and Dehradun.

As he signs off, Jai says it's
not just about acting—it's about
making a connection. “l don’t
want people to see me as dis-
tant or unapproachable. | want
them to see me as their own,” he
says with a warm smile.

t’s done: Anil Kapoor wraps

up Subedaar shootlng

Actor Anil Kapoor, who
was recently seen in the
theatrical movie Sauvi,
has wrapped up the
schedule of his upcom-
ing streaming movie
Subedaar, in which he
essays the titular role.

The actor took to social
media on Monday,
and shared a series of
BTS pictures from the
set. He also penned a
heartfelt note in the cap-
tion, as he wrote, “From

dreams to reality, from
vision to creation, Sube-
daar takes shape with
dedication and heart!
Schedule wrapped, but
the magic is just begin-
ning. Grateful for the
team, the passion, and
the journey.”

The story of Subedaar
revolves around Arjun
Maurya (played by
Anil Kapoor), who is a
former soldier adjusting
to life as a civilian. As

he faces personal and
societal challenges, he
must mend his strained
relationship with his
daughter, Shyama
(played by Radhikka
Madan), while battling
his inner struggles.

The film is directed
by Suresh Triveni, and
is produced by Vikram
Malhotra, Anil Kapoor
and Triveni. The film
will premiere on Prime
Video.

This year has been
monumental for Kapoor.
Following the success of
Fighter, he was named
in the TIME100 Al list for
his advocacy against Al
misuse. His acclaimed
series, The Night Man-
ager, earned a nomi-
nation for Best Drama
Series at the 2024 Inter-
national Emmy Awards,
and he also won an lIFA
Award for his role in
Animal.

The actor has a slew
of releases in the pipe-
line, including War 2, in
which he will be seen
sharing the screen with
Bollywood superstar
Hrithik Roshan and the
Telugu superstar NTR Jr
of RRR fame.

He also has Alpha in
his kitty, which again is
a part of the YRF spy-
universe like War 2.

Preity Mukhundhan talks about how life has
changed from Aasa Kooda to Morni

Dua Lipa performs mash-up of
‘Levitating’ and ‘Wo Ladki Jo’

featuring SRK at Mumbai concert

- ﬂr

Pop star Dua Lipa
surprised the audience
at her Mumbai concert
by performing a mash-
up of her chartbuster
‘Levitating’ and ‘Wo
Ladki Jo’, a song from
the 1999 Bollywood film
‘Baadshah’ fronted by
Shah Rukh Khan.

Dua, also known for
tracks like ‘lllusion’,
‘Dance The Night’,
‘Houdini’ and ‘One Kiss),
took the stage as part
of the second edition
of the Zomato Feeding
India Concert.

According to videos
circulating on social
media, the singer can
be seen grooving to
the fusion of the two
songs, which went viral
on social media a few
years ago owing to their
similar beat pattern.

Shah Rukh’s daugh-
ter, actor Suhana Khan
also shared a reel of the
singer’s performance on
her Instagram story with
a series of emojis.

While ‘Wo Ladki Jo’,
sung by Abhijeet, is
composed by Anu Malik
and penned by Sameer

for Abbas-Mustan’s hit
film ‘Baadshah’, the
song ‘Levitating’ is part
of Dua’s 2020 album
‘Future Nostalgia’.

This was her second
performance in India
after a 2019 concert at
the OnePlus Music Fes-

-,

tival in Navi Mumbai. At
the time, the 29-year-old
also met Shah Rukh.
has visited India on
her personal trips, the
last one being around
December 2023 when
she explored the streets
of Rajasthan and Delhi.

If you've been on the
internet in 2024, it's
hard to believe you
haven’t grooved to the
Tamil song Aasa Kooda
in some form or anoth-
er. The song released
in June this year had
everyone Googling who
was the pretty girl in
the music video by Sai
Abhyankkar and Sai
Smriti.

Preity Mukhundhan,
the girl in the video,
chats to agency about
her latest song, Morni
with Badshah, foraying
into films and more.

‘Dance was always a
part of my identity’

Preity shares that
dancing was an integral
part of her life growing
up, even before she
wanted to be an actor or
model. “I'm from Trichy,
and dance has always
been a huge part of
my identity,” explains
the debutant, adding,
“I was always drawn to
performing arts while
growing up. So it’s sur-
real that | get to live this
dream now.”

Aasa Kooda might
have brought her into

the spotllght but Prelty
was featured in the
2022 song Muttu Mu2
by Teejay Arunasalam

Kate Winslet recalls dealing with fat-shamers

as a ‘young actress’

Kate Winslet is open-
ing up on her struggles
with body shaming and
unrealistic beauty stan-
dards in Hollywood. In
a recent 60 Minutes
interview, the Titanic
star revealed she was
“ridiculed” for her weight
when she was just start-
ing out in the industry.
The 49-year-old also
shared that she faced
severe criticism from
a drama teacher years
ago.

During her sit-down on
agency, a visibly emo-
tional Winslet shared
that an interviewer once
said that it looked as if
she was “melted and
poured” into a red carpet
gown. “It was absolutely
appalling,” the Blackbird

actress recalled, adding,
“What kind of a person
must they be to do
something like that to a
young actress who’s just
trying to figure it out?”
When asked if she
ever got “face-to-face”
with her critics, Winslet

said, “I let them have
it.” “I said, ‘I hope this
haunts you.’” It was a

great moment. It was a
great moment because
it wasn’t just for me. It
was for all those people
who were subjected
to that level of harass-
ment. It was horrific.
It was really bad,” the
Wonder Wheel actress
recounted.

Winslet further
addressed the incident
when a former teacher

told her, “Now, listen,
Kate. I'm telling you,
darling, if you’re going
to look like this, you'll
have to settle for the fat

girl parts.” “| was never

even fat,” she exclaimed
while laughing. The
Ammonite actress went
on to share that she
channelled the criticism
into a “quiet determina-

tion.”

“It made me think, ‘Ill
just show you — just
quietly,” Winslet said
of using the harsh criti-
cism she received to
transform herself. The
Hollywood veteran went
on to slam the unrealis-
tic beauty standards in
the industry.

“People say, ‘Oh, you
were so brave for this
role. You didn’t wear
any makeup.’ You know,
“You had wrinkles.” Do
we say to the men, ‘Oh,
you were so brave for
this role. You grew a
beard?’ No. We don’t,”
she said, adding that
she no longer cares
about anybody’s opin-
ions because it is too
“exhausting.”
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before that. “Aasa
Kooda blowing up like it
did was such a surprise!
| didn’t anticipate the

response while shoot-
ing for the song. It has
been overwhelming and
incredible since then,”
she says.

‘'ve grown as a person
in many ways’

The song’s popularity
opened up many doors
for her. Preity recently
danced for Badshah’s
most recent Hindi song,
Morni. “Teaming up with
Badshah for Morni was
exciting because of how
legendary he is; the vibe
was fresh and fun. The
response has been fan-
tastic since the song
was released, and | feel
like people really con-
nected to it. And that’s
the best part of it all for
me.”

She has since also
debuted in the Telugu
film industry with Om
Bheem Bush, in Tamil
with Star, and will soon
also debut in Malay-
alam with Maine Pyar
Kiya. “2024 has been
incredible for me. I've
also grown as a person
in so many ways. Get-
ting to work with highly
passionate artists early

in my career has been
enriching. | feel truly
grateful,” she claims.

‘Shooting for Kannap-
pa was unforgettable’

Preity is just getting
started and is hungry
for growth. She says,
“For 2025, | want to
grow both my craft and
me as a person. | want
to work with more cre-
ative minds and chal-
lenge myself in new
roles. | have some cool
projects lined up that are
yet to be announced. |
can’t wait to share more
soon.”

But before that, Preity
will soon be seen in
Vishnu Manchu’s dream
project, Kannappa,
where stars like Akshay
Kumar, Mohanlal, and
Prabhas play cameos.
She also trained in horse
riding and sword fight-
ing for the film. “I cannot
reveal more, but shoot-
ing for Kannappa was
an unforgettable experi-
ence for me,” she says,
adding, “Being a part of
such an epic story, the
larger-than-life scale of
it was humbling.”

Bollywood singer Shabbir
Kumar regaled Tricity
audience with his golden hits

the celebrity guest on this occasion.

Vibrations organised a musical eve-
ning to pay tributes to legendary singes
Mohd Rafi, Kishore Kumar, Mukesh
and Lata Mageshkar. Titled The Leg-
ends, the musical programme is an
annual event.

Bollywood singer Shabbir Kumar was

The audience were not only treated to
hit film songs from the 80s and 90s, but
also got a chance to listen to Shabbir
Kumar singing his iconic songs. The
hall was reverberated with thunder-
ous applause as Kumar belted out his
favourite song Zihale Masti Mukund
Ranjish from the 1985 Bollywood movie
Ghulami. Yet another rendition Zindagi
Har Kadam Ek Nai Jung Hai from 1985
movie Meri Jung got a standing ova-
tion. Tumse Milkar Na Jane Kyun, Sari
Duniya Ka Bojh Hum Uthate Hai, Medi-
nay Wale Se Mera Salaam Kahna and
more followed.

Apart from the Tricity, amateur sing-
ers from Punjab, Haryana, and Him-
achal Pradesh regaled the audience
at Tagore Theatre. Among them was

Geeta Bhardwaj of Indian Idol fame also

enthralled the audience.



Top News of J&K

Jammu, Tuesday, December 03, 2024

NATIONAL

7

CHANDIGARH, Dec
(Agencies): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
witnessed a live demonstration
simulating a crime scene inves-
tigation under the new criminal

laws here.

Modi arrived in Chandigarh
earlier in the day to dedicate
to the nation the successful
implementation of the three

new laws.

The three criminal laws —
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam — came into effect
on July 1, replacing the British-
era Indian Penal Code, Code
of Criminal Procedure and the
Indian Evidence Act, respec-

tively.

A live demonstration of the

3

process of collecting evidence
and recording statements was
given by the Chandigarh Police
at an exhibition hall set up at
the Punjab Engineering Col-
lege here.

The programme showcased

Kaur.

the practical application of the
new laws.

Modi was also briefed by
Chandigarh Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Kanwardeep

The prime minister was

accompanied by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, Punjab
Governor and Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand
Kataria, UT Chandigarh advis-
er Rajeev Verma and Chandi-
garh Director General of Police
Surendra Singh Yadav.

The new criminal laws aim
to make India’s legal system
more transparent, efficient and
adaptable to the needs of con-
temporary society, an official
statement said on Monday.

These landmark reforms
mark a historic overhaul of
India’s criminal justice system,

bringing in new frameworks to

tackle modern-day challenges
such as cybercrime and organ-
ised crime and ensuring justice

for victims of various offences,

according to the statement.

“Those Who Want To Dig Everywhere...”: Akhilesh
Yadav’s Sambhal Warning

NEW DELHI, Dec 3
(Agencies): The inci-
dent in Uttar Pradesh’s
Sambhal was a “well-
planned conspiracy
aimed at hurting com-
munal harmony”, Sama-
jwadi Party leader Akh-
ilesh Yadav said in the
Lok Sabha Tuesday,
amid continuing pro-
tests by the opposition
over violence linked to a
court-ordered survey of
a Mughal-era mosque.

Mr Yadav declared a
survey of the mosque
could hurt India’s ‘Gan-
ga-Jamuni tehzeeb'.

“Those who want to
dig everywhere will,
one day, lose the broth-
erhood of the country,”
he said, directing his ire
(without taking names)
at the Bharatiya Janata
Party in power at the
centre and in UP, where
Hindu petitioners want
mosques demolished on
grounds they were built
over temples.

Mr Yadav’s angry
remarks followed a brief
walkout by opposition
MPs, including the Con-
gress’ Rahul Gandhi.
Once they returned, the
ex-UP Chief Minister
stood up to address the
House.

“This is a very serious
matter... five people lost
their lives,” he began
before Speaker Om

Birla interrupted, trigger-
ing more protests and
chaos; some Samajwadi
MPs rushed the Well and
A Raja of Tamil Nadu’s
ruling Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam was seen
calling on colleagues to
join the protest.

A phalanx of opposition
lawmakers stood up to
back Mr Yadav, includ-
ing those from Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena
faction and Sharad
Pawar’s Nationalist
Congress Party group.

Once a measure of
order was restored,
Akhilesh Yadav began
his fiery speech.

“This government does
not believe in the Con-
stitution,” he thundered,
pointing to the postpone-
ment of nine bypolls
earlier this month from
November 13 to the
20th, a day after an ini-
tial survey.

A civil court in Samb-
hal passed an ex-parte
order on November 19
after a plea by Hindu
petitioners that the
mosque was built by
Mughal emperor Babul
in 1526 after demolish-
ing a temple.

“Bypolls were sup-
posed to be held on
November 13 but it was
postponed to Novem-
ber 20. (Then) a peti-
tion was filed against

the Shahi Jama Masijid
and a survey order was
passed even before lis-
tening to the other side.
On November 19 the
survey was conduct-
ed...” Akhilesh Yadav
told Parliament.

“And, on November 24,
another survey was con-
ducted. People gathered
to know the reason but
a Circle Officer abused
them and a lathi charge
was done. After this,
police opened fire with
government-issued and
private weapons,” Mr
Yadav alleged, accord-
ing to news agency ANI.

“Dozens were injured
and five innocent people
were Killed... A murder
case should be filed
against the police and
administration, and they
should be suspended so
people can get justice.”

Akhilesh Yadav last
week also ripped into
the Sambhal adminis-
tration after a delega-
tion from his party was
stopped from visiting the
area.

“If the administration
can be this strict today,
what was it doing on the
day of violence? As long
as this government is in
power, there will be no
justice.”

The SP has announced
compensation of 5 lakh
to the family of each

5 MBBS students killed
after car collides with bus

ALAPPUZHA, Dec 3 (Agencies): In
a tragic accident, five first-year MBBS
students at Kerala’s Alappuzha Medi-
cal College hospital died, after the car
they were travelling in hit a state-owned
Kerala State Road Transportation Cor-
poration (KSRTC) passenger bus, near
here Monday night, police said today.

The deceased victims
Mohammed, Muhasin, Ibrahim, Deva-

nand and Shreedeep.

The incident occurred after 9 p.m.
when the Tavera car, which according
to eyewitnesses, was travelling at high
speed skidded and hit the KSRTC bus
which was travelling from Guruvayur to

Kayamkulam.

The eyewitness said the car was cut
open and threw the medical students

out.

Three medical students died on the
spot, while two succumbed on the way
to the Alappuzha Medical College hos-

pital.

Two other medical students are now
admitted in the same hospital and the
condition of one of them is reportedly

critical.

Reports indicate that 10 students were

travelling in the car.

The Alappuzha Municipal Vice-Chair-
man PSM Hussain, according to the
locals, said the car was overtaking a
vehicle and then when it applied the
brake it skidded and hit the bus coming
from the opposite direction.

The medical students were reported

include

to be on their way to Kochi.

“We are waiting for the CCTV visuals
as the accident took place at a place
where CCTV is placed,” said Hussain.

The bus driver reported that the car
was at a high speed and despite his

best efforts to avoid the head-on colli-

aged.

sion, it was not possible.
Tavera car has been completely dam-

Vehicular traffic on the road was
thrown out of gear following the acci-
dent. The cause behind the accident is

yet to be ascertained, police said.

The Police and the Motor Vehicles
Department have commenced a probe
into the accident.

Earlier on December 1, a collision

between an ambulance and a govern-

ment bus in Kerala’s Pathanamthitta

district resulted in injury to eight com-
muters. The bus, belonging to Kerala
State Road Transportation Corporation
(KSRTC), was plying from Thiruvana-
nthapuram to Pathanamthitta when

it collided with the ambulance on the

Punalur-Muvattupuzha State Highway.
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person who died, and
demanded the UP gov-
ernment give an addi-
tional sum of 25 lakh to
each family.

The Sambhal violence
has triggered a massive
political row, with oppo-
sition MPs also red-flag-
ging a similar situation
brewing over the Ajmer
Sharif Dargah in Rajas-
than.

Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi and his sister
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
the newly elected Way-
anad rep, both slammed
the state government.

The issue has also
reached the Supreme
Court, which on Friday
halted survey action and
directed the mosque’s
management commit-
tee to approach the Alla-
habad High Court.

“Peace and harmony
must be ensured. We

will keep this pending.
We do not want anything
to happen. We have to
be absolutely neutral...”
a bench led by the new
Chief Justice of India,
Sanjiv Khanna, said.

Meanwhile, the UP
government has named
a three-member panel
to investigate the riots,
in connection with which
police have filed charg-
es against Ziaur Barq,
the Samajwadi Party’s
Sambhal MP.

The government panel,
sources have said, will
examine four ques-
tions - a) was the vio-
lence spontaneous or
the result of a criminal
conspiracy? b) what
arrangements were
made by the police? c)
what led to the violence,
and d) what can be done
to prevent such an inci-
dent being repeated?

ED issues fresh summons
to Raj Kundra in money
laundering case

MUMBAI, Dec
3 (Agencies): The
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) issued fresh
summons to business-
man Raj Kundra, the
husband of actor Shilpa
Shetty, after he failed to
appear before the cen-
tral agency for ques-
tioning in his involve-
ment in a money laun-
dering case, officials
said here on Tuesday.

According to details,
ED had summoned
him on Monday, but he
sought time from the
agency for remaining
present before inves-
tigators. However, the
agency declined his
request and slapped
him with a second
summons asking him to
appear on Wednesday.

Besides him, the
agency has also sum-
moned actress Gehna

ENFORCEMENT
DIRECTORATE

Vashisht in the same
case, asking her to join
the investigation on
December 9.

ED wants to ques-
tion Kundra in a money
laundering case linked
to the alleged illegal
distribution of porno-
graphic movies.

The ED had last week
raided Kundra’s resi-
dence at Juhu in con-
nection with the case
against him.

In May 2022, the cen-
tral agency registered a
money laundering case
against him in connec-
tion with the pornogra-
phy case.

Kundra had been
arrested by the Mumbai
police in this connec-
tion. The ED is probing
the financial transac-
tions pertaining to the
case.

The Mumbai police
have already filed a
chargesheet against
Kundra and three other
accused linked to the
case.

In 2021, Kundra spent
two months in Mum-
bai’'s Arthur Road jail
and was granted bail
in September that year.

India for fair, mutually acceptable
framework on border issue with
Chlna. Jalshankar

NEW DELHI, Dec
3 (Agencies): India
remains committed to
engaging with China
to arrive at a fair and
mutually acceptable
framework for bound-
ary settlement, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Tuesday, noting that
India-China relations
cannot be normal in
the absence of a clearly
articulated approach.

Making a statement
in the Lok Sabha, the
minister said India-
China ties have been
abnormal since 2020
when peace and tran-

quillity in border areas

were disturbed due to
Chinese actions.

“The amassing of
troops by China in east-
ern Ladakh in April-
May 2020 resulted in
face-offs at a number
of points. After the
Galwan Valley clashes,
we were addressing a
situation that not only
saw fatalities but events
that needed heavy
weaponry deployment,”
he said.

The recent devel-
opments that reflect
continuous diplomatic
engagements have
set India-China ties in

the direction of “some
improvement”, he said.

“We remain commit-
ted to engaging with
China to arrive at a fair
and mutually acceptable
framework for boundary
settlement... The gov-
ernment has maintained
that India-China rela-
tions cannot be normal
in the absence of peace
and tranquillity in the
border areas, the com-
bination of a firm and
principal stance on this
situation and the border
areas, as well a clearly
articulated approach to
the totality of our ties,”
Jaishankar said.

“We have been very
clear that the restoration
of peace and tranquillity
will be the basis for the
rest of the relationship
to move forward,” he
added.

Jaishankar credited
the Indian forces, saying
that despite logisti-
cal challenges and the
Covid pandemic, they
countered the Chinese
troops rapidly.

AAP MP says Rs 2,500 per acre
may be given to farmers to stop
stubble burning

NEW DELHI, Dec 3
(Agencies): AAP MP
Raghav Chadha on
Tuesday said farmers
should be supported by
giving them Rs 2,500
per acre to bring down
the incidents of stubble
burning.

Raising the issue
during zero hour in the
Rajya Sabha, Chadha
said farmers were com-
pelled to burn stubble so
that the yield of the next
crop was not affected.

After paddy was har-
vested, the farmers get
only 10to 12 days time to
prepare the field for the
next crop, Chadha said
and added that farmers
were left with no choice
but to burn the stubble
since deployment of
machines for cleaning
the field entailed Rs
2,000 to Rs 3,000 per
acre as expenditure.

The AAP MP said if Rs
2,500 per acre was pro-
vided to farmers to bear

the expenditure incurred
for machines, the inci-
dents of stubble burn-
ing would come down
to zero in Punjab.

He said out of Rs
2,500, Rs 2,000 could
be given by the Central
Government while the
remaining Rs 500 would
be the responsibility of
the state government.

The AAP MP said the
long time solution of the
problem could be crop
diversification with the
farmers switching to cul-
tivation of cotton, corn
and oilseed instead of
paddy.

While paddy is not
consumed much by the
people in Punjab, the
farmers starred growing
the crop to feed the vast
number of paddy eating
Indians living in other
states, Chadha said.

He added that despite
problems, incidents
of stubble burning in
Punjab has come down
by over 70 per cent. On
the other hand, stubble
burning has gone up
in states like Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, etc, he
claimed.

Home Minister Amit Shah
should resign if he can’t handle
Delhi’s law and order: Kejriwal

NEW DELHI, Dec
3 (Agencies): AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriw-
al stepped up his attack
on the BJP and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, calling for his
resignation if he could
not handle the “chaotic”
law-and-order situation
in the national capital.

There is chaos all over
and people are afraid
of stepping out of their
homes due to the rising
crimes, he alleged after
meeting the kin of a
youth who was stabbed
to death outside his
house in a Pitampura

slum cluster.

“Two youths were
attacked by seven
to eight local boys in
this area. Manish was
stabbed multiple times
and | was told that he
died because he could
not be taken to hospital
in time. The other victim,
Himanshu, was saved.
Police have not record-
ed his statement as a
witness,” Kejriwal said.

“If Amit Shah is unable
to handle law and order
in Delhi and his concern
is only making political
tours across the country
then he should resign,”

the former Delhi chief
minister said.

He alleged that the
police were threaten-
ing the victims and not
taking action against the
accused.

No immediate reaction
was available from the
Delhi Police which is
controlled by the Union
Home Ministry.

Kejriwal said that AAP
will unite the people
and “force” the BJP-led
Centre to ensure peo-
ple’s safety in the city.

Alleging that drug
abuse, chain snatch-
ing and other such
crimes were rampant in
Delhi, the AAP supremo
claimed he was get-
ting numerous phone
calls, requesting him to
visit their areas which
he would do and raise
people’s issues.

The BJP has hit back
at Kejriwal, accusing
him of creating a law-
and-order scare to divert
people’s attention from
corruption and failures
of AAP ruling Delhi for
the past decade.
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If hostages are not released: Trump’s
ultimatum to Hamas

‘Those responsible will be hit harder than anybody has been hit in the long and storied

history of the United States of America,” Trump said in a social media post

WASHINGTON, Dec 3
(Agencies): US President-
elect Donald Trump has
issued an ultimatum to terror-
ist group Hamas that the hos-
tages taken by it be released
from Gaza before his inaugu-
ration in January, or there will
be “hell to pay” in the Middle
East for those responsible.

Writing on Truth Social,
and without naming any mili-
tant group, Trump said in his
post: “If the hostages are not
released prior to January 20,
2025, the date that | proudly
assume Office as President of
the United States, there will
be ALL HELL TO PAY in the
Middle East, and for those in
charge who perpetrated these
atrocities against Human-
ity. Those responsible will be
hit harder than anybody has
been hitin the long and storied
History of the United States
of America. RELEASE THE
HOSTAGES NOW!”

About 250 hostages were
captured in the Hamas-led
attack on Israel on October
7, 2023, and about 100 of

them remain in Gaza, with
about a third believed to be
dead, according to the Israeli
authorities.

The Biden administration has
been working since last year
with Israel and international
mediators, including Qatar and
Egypt, on a cease-fire deal that
would include the release of the
hostages.

It was not clear what tactic
Trump might take that has not
already been taken already by
Israel, which has killed many
of Hamas’s leaders and thou-
sands of its fighters while level-

ing much of Gaza.

Trump said in his post, “It's
all talk and no action” when it
comes to the hostages, and
his statement suggesting that
he could use the power of his
office to punish those who took
the captives is the first sign of
how aggressively Trump might
handle Middle East policy when
he resumes office.

There was one brief pause in
the fighting, more than a year
ago, that led to the release of
about 105 hostages. And efforts
to broker a cease-fire deal
appeared to stall last month

after mediators met in Egypt.

Some hostages have also
been rescued in Israeli military
operations. But there have been
protests and widespread frus-
tration in Israel over the lack of
a deal to secure their freedom,
with critics of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
saying that he has failed to
prioritise their release over his
political survival.

This is not the first time that
Trump has addressed the con-
flict in Gaza and the fate of the
remaining hostages.

He has told Netanyahu that
he wants the war in the enclave
to end before he returns to the
White House. And at the Repub-
lican National Convention in
July, he said that he wanted the
hostages returned and that cap-
tors “will be paying a very big
price”.

His latest warning came after
Hamas released a propaganda
video showing the American-
Israeli hostage Edan Alexan-
der, 20, pleading with Trump to
secure his release.

~ Musk record $56 bln pay deal

rejected for second time

LONDON, Dec 3
(Agencies): Tesla CEO
Elon Musk’s record-
breaking $56 bin (47bn)
pay award will not be
reinstated, a judge has
ruled.

The decision in the Del-
aware court comes after
months of legal wran-
gling and despite it being
approved by sharehold-
ers and directors in the
summer, a BBC report
said on Tuesday.

Judge Kathaleen
McCormick upheld her
previous decision from
January, in which she

argued that board mem-
bers were too heavily
influenced by Mr Musk.

Reacting to the ruling,
Mr Musk wrote on X:
“Shareholders should
control company votes,
not judges.”

Tesla vowed to appeal
the ruling, saying the
decision was “wrong”.

“This ruling, if not
overturned, means that
judges and plaintiffs’
lawyers run Delaware
companies rather than
their rightful owners ? the
shareholders,” the com-
pany said in a post on X.

Judge McCormick said
the pay package would
have been the largest
ever for the boss of a
listed company.

Tesla failed to prove
the pay package, which
dates back to 2018, was
fair, she said.

A shareholder vote on
the payment passed by
75% in June, but the
judge did not agree the
pay should be so large
despite what she called
Tesla’s lawyers’ “cre-
ative” arguments.

“Even if a stockholder
vote could have a ratify-
ing effect, it could not do
so here,” she wrote in her
opinion.

The judge also ruled
the Tesla shareholder
who brought the case
against Tesla and Mr
Musk should receive
$345m in fees but not the
$5.6bn in Tesla shares
they asked for.

Mr Elson said he
expects Tesla might try to
reconstitute a similar pay
package in Texas where
the company moved its
legal base earlier this
year after the pay ruling.

No relief for arrested Hindu leader
Chinmoy Das in Bangladesh

DHAKA, Dec 3 B
(Agencies): Hindu
leader Chinmoy Krish-
na Das failed to get
any relief on Tuesday
as his bail hearing in a
Bangladesh court was
postponed for a month
due to the unavailability
of any lawyer to repre-
sent him, according to
a media report.

After an initial hearing
on the bail petition on
Tuesday, the judge set
January 2 for another
hearing, Chattogram
Metropolitan Police
ADC (Prosecution)
Mofizur Rahman was
quoted as saying by
bdnews24.com.

Das will have to wait
a month to see if he will
receive bail in a sedi-
tion case against him,
it said.

His bail plea was set to
be heard by the court of
Chattogram Metropoli-
tan Sessions Judge Md
Saiful Islam on Tuesday,
but no lawyer appeared
on Chinmoy’s behalf at
the hearing, the report
added.

There was heavy
security in the Chat-
togram court area for
the bail hearing. Large
deployments of security
officials from different
forces took up positions

—

nearby.

Das was not brought
to court for the hearing.
A leader from the Chat-
togram Bar Association
and other lawyers were
seen holding a protest
march on the court
premises.

Das, a spokesperson
for the Bangladesh
Sammilita Sanatani
Jagran Jote, was arrest-
ed from Dhaka’s Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport on November 25
for alleged sedition.

He was denied bail
and sent to jail by a
Chattogram court on
November 26, trigger-
ing protests by his sup-
porters.

A lawyer was killed
during violence in Ban-
gladesh’s southeastern
port city of Chattogram
over his arrest.

After Das was denied
bail, his lawyers imme-

diately filed a revision
petition, seeking anoth-
er hearing.

However, no hearing
took place that day.

The relations between
India and Bangladesh
came under strain after
the interim government
headed by Muhammad
Yunus came to power
following the ouster of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in August.

India has been
expressing concerns
over attacks on minori-
ties, especially Hindus,
in that country.

There has been a rise
in violent attacks against
Hindus in Bangladesh.
Hindu minority groups
have been frequently
reporting atrocities
against their community
members in different
parts of Bangladesh,
even after Yunus took
charge.

~ Canada to unveil new Arctic foreign policy in
~ coming days: FM

OTTAWA, Dec 3
(Agencies): Canada
has been working on
its Arctic foreign policy
and plans to unveil it in
the coming days, the
country’s foreign minis-
ter, Melanie Joly, said.

In June, Joly said that
Canada was working on
updating its Arctic for-
eign policy to take into
account the global geo-
political situation, par-
ticularly the accession
of Sweden and Finland
to NATO.

“We've been working
on Arctic foreign policy
and that we’re going
to present our Arctic

foreign policy in the

coming days,” Joly told

a press conference.
The top diplomat

noted the importance of
Canada’s collaboration
with the United States
and the Nordic nations
on the Arctic, adding
that the countries have
to change their “threat
assessment of what’s
going on” in the region.

Canada is now build-
ing eight new icebreak-
ers, with the country’s
authorities planning to
increase the production
of icebreakers in the
US, the minister also
said.

In November, US
National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan
announced that the US,
Canada and Finland
had signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
to strengthen coopera-
tion in the production
of Arctic and polar
icebreakers. In July,
the three countries
announced a new part-
nership titled the Ice-
breaker Collaboration
Effort (ICE) Pact.

Pak reports three new polio cases, raising tally
to 59: EOC

KARACHI, Dec 3
(Agencies): Pakistan
has confirmed three
new cases of the wild
poliovirus, bringing the
nationwide total of polio
cases to 59 this year,
according to the Nation-
al Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (EOC).

The EOC issues
updated nationwide
tally of polio cases on
Monday a week after
a case was reported
in Dera Ismail Khan'’s
Drazanda tehsil where a
27-month-old child was

diagnosed with poliovi-
rus.

The newly reported
cases were detected
in Dera Ismail Khan in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Karachi’'s Keamari dis-
trict, and Kashmore,
according to the EOC.

With the latest case
coming to the fore, Dera
Ismail Khan has so far
reported a total of eight
polio cases this year,
Geo news reported.

Balochistan leads with
26 cases in 2024, fol-
lowed by Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa with 16, Sindh
with 15, and one each in
Punjab and Islamabad.

The highly contagious
viral disease predomi-
nantly affects children
under five, particularly

those with weak immu-
nity or inadequate vac-
cination, local media
reported.

Pakistan continues it
fight as the prevention
from this crippling dis-

ease remains a chal-
lenge for the govern-
ment, particularly in
areas with security con-
cerns and widespread
vaccine hesitancy.

Authorities are work-
ing on a war footing to
address these chal-
lenges and eradicate
the virus.

The health depart-
ment officials empha-
sised that many children
remain vulnerable due
to misinformation about
vaccines.

Death sentence for real estate tycoon Truong My Lan upheld in Vietnam’s
largest fraud case

HANOI, Dec 3 (Agen-
cies): The death sen-
tence for real estate
tycoon Truong My Lan
was upheld Tuesday in
Vietnam’s largest fraud
case, the scale of which
had raised concerns
about the country’s
economy.

She had been convict-
ed in April of embezzle-
ment and bribery over
the fraud amounting
to $12.5 billion, nearly
3% of Vietnam’s 2022
GDP. As chairperson of
the Van Thinh Phat real
estate firm, Lan illegally
controlled Saigon Joint
Stock Commercial Bank
between 2012 and 2022
and allowed 2,500 loans
that cost the bank $27
billion in losses.

The court in Ho Chi

Minh rejected her appeal
against the conviction
while adding that her
death sentence could be
commuted to life if she
reimburses three-fourth
of the losses, working
out to around $11 billion,
state media reported.

Her lawyers argued
that she had repaid the
money but the court dis-
agreed since there were
legal issues with some
of the seized properties
and prosecuting agen-
cies couldn’t assess
their value, VN Express
reported.

Lan’s lawyers also
noted several mitigat-
ing circumstances —
she had admitted guilt,
showed remorse and
had paid back part of
the amount.

“| feel pained due to
the waste of national
resources,” she said
last week, state media
reported.

But the court said her
violations had negative-
ly impacted banking,
caused public disorder
and eroded people’s
trust, VN Express said.

Under Vietnamese
law, death sentences
aren’t immediately car-
ried out and there is
an extended legal pro-
cess, said Nguyen Khac
Giang, a visiting fellow
in the Vietham Studies
Program at Singapore’s
ISEAS—-Yusof Ishak
Institute. He added that
Lan would seek another
review of the case or a
presidential pardon to
reduce her sentence.

“Moreover, if she
repays at least three-
quarters of the misap-
propriated funds, the
court may consider
commuting her sen-
tence to life imprison-
ment,” he said.

Her arrest was among
the most high-profile
in an anti-corruption
drive in Vietnam that
intensified after 2022.

The Blazing Furnace
campaign touched the
highest echelons of
Vietnamese politics. But
the scale of her fraud
shocked the nation with
analysts raising ques-
tions about whether
other banks or busi-
nesses had similarly
erred.

This dampened Viet-
nam’s economic out-

look and made foreign
investors jittery ata time
when Vietnam has been
trying to position itself
as a home for business-
es pivoting their supply
chains away from China.

Lan, 67, and her family
had set up the Van
Thing Phat company in
1992 after Vietnam shed
its state-run economy in
favor of a more market-
oriented approach open
to foreigners. The com-
pany grew into one of
Vietnam’s richest real
estate firms, with luxury
residential buildings,
offices, hotels and shop-
ping centers.

This made her a key
player in the country’s
financial industry. She
orchestrated the 2011
merger of the belea-

guered SCB bank with
two other lenders in
coordination with Viet-
nam’s central bank. The
court said that she used
this to tap SCB for cash
and, according to gov-
ernment documents,
owned more than
90% of the bank while
approving thousands of
loans to “ghost compa-
nies.”

These loans, accord-
ing to state media, found
their way to her and she
bribed officials to cover
her tracks.

The scale of the crime
meant the case was split
into two trials, and Lan
was sentenced to anoth-
er life sentence in Octo-
ber. At that trial, she
was accused of raising
$1.2 billion from nearly

36,000 investors by
issuing bonds illegally
through four companies,
state media reported.

She was also found
guilty of siphoning off
$18 billion obtained
through fraud and for
using companies con-
trolled by her to illegally
transfer more than $4.5
billion in and out of Viet-
nam between 2012 and
2022.

Vietnam has handed
down more than 2,000
death sentences in
the past decade and
executed more than
400 prisoners. It is a
possible sentence for
14 different crimes but
is typically applied for
cases of murder and
drug trafficking.
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Investiture Geremony held at PSPS GCW Gandhi Nagar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: A
remarkable moment of
pride and inspiration
unfolded at PSPS Govt.
College for Women,
Gandhinagar, as the
Student Welfare Com-
mittee of the College
hosted the prestigious
Investiture Ceremony
to honor and empower
the newly elected stu-
dent council . The event
marked a new chapter
in student leadership,
celebrated in the pres-
ence of Dr. S.P.Sarswat,
Principal of the College,
senior faculty, parents,
and students.

The ceremony com-
menced with the aus-
picious lighting of the
ceremonial lamp, sym-
bolizing the dispelling
of darkness and the
beginning of enlighten-
ment. The soulful strains
of Saraswati Vandana
followed, invoking the
blessings of the god-
dess of wisdom and
knowledge, and setting
the tone for a meaning-
ful and uplifting event.

The program pro-

ceeded with inspiring
addresses by the Head
Girl, the Vice-President,
and the President, who
shared their visions and
aspirations for the stu-
dent body, emphasiz-
ing unity, discipline, and
collaborative growth.
The speeches by Jee-
vika Misri and Ashpreet
Kour resonated deeply
with the audience, ignit-
ing a shared enthusiasm
for the journey ahead.
In a moment of honor
and pride, the presen-
tation of sashes and
badges to the newly
appointed class repre-
sentatives (CRs) and
volunteers from semes-

ters 1st , 3rd and 5th
took the center stage.

These symbols of
responsibility were con-
ferred by the esteemed
Principal, accompanied
by the Deans, mem-
bers of students welfare
committee and proud
parents, who beamed
with joy and pride as
their children stepped
into their new roles.
The college’s student
council members were
also adorned with their
respective sashes and
badges, a testament
to their dedication and
leadership.

The symbolic torch of
leadership was passed

on to the new President
Sanjeevani Bhardwaj
by the outgoing presi-
dent Arshpreet Kourin a
gesture that highlighted
the seamless continuity
of responsibility, values,
and aspirations.

The newly elected
council members, took
the oath of office, pledg-
ing to uphold the prin-
ciples of integrity, inclu-
sivity, and service to the
college and its students.

The event also fea-
tured an empowering
address by Principal,
who emphasized the
importance of student
leadership in shaping
a vibrant academic and

cultural environment.

He urged the newly
invested council to lead
with empathy, account-
ability, and a forward-
thinking mindset, inspir-
ing them to be torch-
bearers of change and
progress.

The proceedings of
the ceremony was con-
ducted by Prof. Suman
Bala and concluded with
a heartfelt vote of thanks
extended by Dr. Rabia
Javed acknowledging
the contributions of all
stakeholders—faculty,
parents, and students—
who made the day a
grand success. The
event left an indelible
mark on everyone pres-
ent, celebrating not just
individual achievements
but also the collective
spirit of the college com-
munity headed by Dr.
Anjali Bhat, Dean Arts
; Dr. Meenakshi Ban-
dral, Dean Sciences;
Dr. Asha Bharti , Dean
Commerce. It served
as a vivid reminder that
with great power comes
great responsibility, and
the future lies in capa-
ble, determined hands.

JKHC Chairman Mushtaq Chaya reopen Hattrick
Restaurant in Rajbagh after decade

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 3:
Chowdhary Group Re-
launched Hattrick Res-
taurant, a renowned
name in Kashmir’s food
industry, celebrated its
grand re-launch today
at prime location on the
main road in Rajbagh,
Srinagar. The event
was inaugurated by the
esteemed Chairman
of the J&K Hoteliers
Club, Mushtag Chaya,
who cut the ribbon in
the presence of sev-
eral dignitaries, includ-
ing Musadiq Shah,
Dr. G.N Var, Naseem
Chaya, Aagib Chaya,
Waseem Chaya, Sheikh
Feroz, Prof. C.L Vishan,
Shiekh Ashiqg, Yamin
Chowdhary, Shahid
Kamli, Yousuf Manzar,
Peer Imtiyaz Ul Hassan,
Saba Sheikh, Khur-
sheed Zargar, Ashraf
Zargar, Aamir Chowd-
hary, Shahid Chowd-
hary, Ishfag Chowdhary,
Mr. Malhotra and other

notable guests.

To mark the re-launch,
Hattrick Restaurant is
offering a special 50%
discount on all servic-
es, including Chinese,
Mughlai, Continental,
Indian, and Kashmiri
Wazwan, until 12th
December 2024 For
bookings and inqui-
ries, please contact:
9419000097.

Established in 2002
under the visionary
leadership of Chairman
Showkat Chowdhary
And Managing Direc-
tor Babar Chowdhary,
Hattrick Restaurant has
become synonymous
with quality, service, and
an exceptional culinary
journey. A unit of the
Chowdhary Group, it
has expanded its reach
across the Kashmir
Valley, offering multiple
branches to serve a
loyal and growing cus-
tomer base.

Known for its diverse
menu, Hattrick Res-
taurant offers a blend

of Chinese, Mughlai,
Continental, Indian,
and authentic Kashmiri
dishes, including the
traditional full Wazwan.
Additionally, the restau-
rant features a state-of-
the-art banquet hall, per-
fect for hosting events
like weddings, birthday
parties, and corporate
gatherings, all at afford-
able rates.

Speaking at the event,
J&K Hoteliers Club
Chairman Mushtaq
Ahmad Chaya com-
mended the Chowdhary
Group, stating, “Hattrick
Restaurant has set a
benchmark for culinary
excellence in Jammu &
Kashmir. Its commitment
to quality and innovation
is commendable. | con-
gratulate the Chowdhary
Group of Chairman Mr.
Showkat Chowdhary
on this remarkable re-
launch and wish them
continued success.”

Chowdhary Group
Chairman Showkat
Chowdhary expressed

his gratitude and shared
his vision, stating, “Since
its inception in 2002,
Hattrick Restaurant has
been dedicated to pro-
viding our customers
with the best quality food
and exceptional service.
This re-launch signifies
our renewed commit-
ment to excellence,
and we aim to further
enhance our offerings
for our customers.”
Hattrick Food Man-
aging Director Babar
Chowdhary empha-
sized, “We always main-
tain high standards for
our food quality. Our top
priority is to deliver the
best to our customers.
This re-launch reflects
the trust and love we
have received from
the community. We are
thrilled to announce that
we will occasionally offer
the banquet hall free of
cost for certain time of
period as a gesture of
gratitude.” He further
encouraged customers,
saying, “Come and take

advantage of our facili-
ties and the ongoing
50% discount till 12th
December 2024.”

Many guests and
customers shared their
appreciation for the re-
launch. One said, “Hat-
trick Restaurant has
always been a favorite
among food lovers in the
valley. With its upgraded
ambiance and services,
it's set to reach new
heights.”

Director Shawaan
Chowdhary concluded
by reiterating the res-
taurant’s mission: “Our
motto is to provide the
best quality, healthy
food, and unmatched
service to our custom-
ers. With this re-launch,
we reaffirm our commit-
ment to elevating the
dining experience in the
region.”

Hattrick Restaurant’s
re-launch is not just a
celebration of its past
but a promise of an
enriched future for food
lovers in Kashmir.

Kalpana Kala Kendra proposes
comprehensive measures to promote
dignity for differently abled individuals

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: On the
33rd International Day
of Persons with Dis-
abilities, Kalpana Kala
Kendra, a prominent
institute of music and
dance founded in 1977,
proposed a comprehen-
sive set of measures to
promote dignity, equal-
ity, and inclusivity for dif-
ferently abled individu-
als across India. These
proposals were crafted
to address the unique
challenges faced by
the community and to
ensure their full partici-
pation in society.

One of the key sug-
gestions is the manda-
tory use of white canes
for visually impaired
individuals to enhance
public awareness and
safety. The organization
also proposed revisions
in policies for govern-
ment employees, such
as restricting workplace
postings to a 10-kilo-
meter radius from their
homes and increasing
medical allowances
and pensions to 70%
after the age of 60. To
make government ben-
efits more accessible, it
recommended simplify-
ing the UDID (Unique
Disability ID) registra-
tion process, mandating
UDID cards for railway
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and airline bookings,
and organizing regular
camps to assist appli-
cants.

Accessibility was a
major focus of the pro-
posal. Kalpana Kala
Kendra urged the gov-
ernment to conduct
accessibility audits of
government buildings,
impose penalties for
non-compliance, and
ensure facilities like
ramps and wheelchair-
accessible washrooms
at public places such
as bus stands, railway
stations, and highways.
Additionally, it called
for the digitization of
government services to
be fully inclusive, with
accessible websites and
the installation of talking
ATMs across national-
ized banks.

Education and com-
munication were also
highlighted as crucial
areas for intervention.
The proposal called for
inclusive education sys-
tems integrating Braille,
sign language, and
occupational therapy, as
well as the broadcasting
of educational programs
for visually impaired
students on All India
Radio. The organization
emphasized the need
for mandatory sign lan-
guage training for key
professionals, including

police officers, lawyers,
doctors, and educators,
to improve interactions
with differently abled
individuals.

Further recommenda-
tions included adopt-
ing a “One Nation-One
Pension” policy to
streamline and ensure
timely pension dis-
bursements, along with
nominating differently
abled persons to vari-
ous governance bodies
such as Panchayats,
District Development
Boards, and Parlia-
ment. To encourage
sports development, the
organization advocated
for better facilities and
coaching for differently
abled athletes to com-
pete in international
Para Sports events.

To institutionalize
these efforts, Kalpana
Kala Kendra proposed
forming a Disability
Commission with broad
representation from var-
ious disability groups to
ensure effective advo-
cacy. The installation
of tactile tiles on public
pathways was also rec-
ommended to enable
safer and more indepen-
dent mobility for visually
impaired individuals.

Kalpana Kala Kendra
has submitted these
proposals to the Presi-
dent of India, urging
swift action to ensure
empowerment and
equal opportunities for
differently abled indi-
viduals.

Organizer Virender
Langoo expressed hope
that these measures
would help to build a
more inclusive society
and align with the global
commitment to “Dignity
and Empowerment for
All”

TLSC observes International Day
of Persons with Disabilities

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Dec 3: Chairman Tehsil
Legal Services Committee (TLSC) Che-
nani, Ravinder Singh (Munsiff JMIC
Chenani)organized an Awareness pro-
gramme, on the International Day of Per-
sons with Disabilities at Community health

Centre, Chenani.

The Theme of the day was, “Amplifying
the leadership of persons with disabilities
for an inclusive and sustainable future”.
The Resource person of the Programme
was Adv. Balwan Singh Panel Lawyer.

Speaking on the occasion Ad Balwan
Singh highlighted the rights of persons
with disabilities in the development of

the society and enjoying living condi-

tions equal to those of other citizens and

fied life.

share in the improved conditions resulting
from socio economic development. He
appraised people about their legal rights.
He also stressed for the need for welfare
and rehabilitation of physically challenged
people so that they can also lead a digni-

Beside others Block Medical officer
Chenani Dr, Sayeed Ishrat Bukhari and
other doctors attended the programme,
The aim of the programme was aware the
people about their Health. PLV’s of TLSC
assisted resource person on the occasion.
The programme was attended by the staff

and large number of students.
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 INDIA bloc MPs stage
protest over Adani
issue on Parliament
premises

all efforts to ensure functioning of House.

He said, “...INDIA alliance will continue
its protest, raising certain very important
issues. The Adani related scam, Manipur,
Sambhal — to name a few...It is not our
wish to get it (the House) adjourned, we
have already given 267 notices. But we
will make all efforts to see that the House
functions. So, for us it is clear. We are here
to raise pro-people issues and we will con-
tinue with the same with the new models
of protest...”

Parliament proceedings have been
stalled since the beginning of the Winter
Session amid protests by opposition par-
ties over the Adani issue and violence in
Manipur and Sambhal.

On Monday, the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha were adjourned till noon and then
for the rest of the day. The winter session
of Parliament began on November 25 and
will continue till December 20.

prosecution sanction has been granted to
date. The Bench observed that such delays
cast doubt on the fairness of the process
and hinted at a “pick and choose” policy in

granting sanctions.

The scam reportedly saw the illegal issu-
ance of approximately 1.53 lakh arms
licences in ten districts of Jammu and 1.21
lakh licences in twelve districts of Kashmir.
These licences were allegedly issued using
forged documents to ineligible persons as
part of a conspiracy involving district mag-
istrates, gun dealers, and middlemen in
exchange for bribes.

The plea before the Court highlighted
specific instances where no charge sheets
had been filed despite the registration of
FIRs. In a status report submitted on Octo-
ber 15, the CBI stated that investigations
were being conducted district-wise and the
role of each licensing authority was being
examined. However, the Court criticised
the lack of progress, particularly in cases
where investigations had been completed
but prosecution sanctions remained pend-
ing.

Granting a final one-month extension
to the MHA and the Jammu and Kashmir
government to take necessary action, the
Court warned of coercive measures if no
progress was made by the next hearing
on December 30. Advocates SS Ahmed
and Supriya Chouhan represented the peti-
tioner, while Deputy Solicitor General of
India Vishal Gupta and Senior Additional
Advocate General SS Nanda appeared for
the Centre and the Jammu and Kashmir
government, respectively.

JaK handicapped
association protest
in Srinagar, ohserve

World Disability Day as
‘Black Day’

pension for persons with disabilities from
Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000, provision of low-
interest subsidised loans, and implementa-
tion of 4% reservation in MGNREGA works,
assemblies, municipalities, and education-
al institutions,” said a protester.

“We also demand vertical reservation for
persons with disabilities rather than hori-
zontal in all government/semi-government
jobs and low-interest loans for persons with
disabilities, which should be covered under
subsidies,” said another protester, adding
that they demand MGNREGA and all simi-
lar types of work should be made available
for the disabled.

The protesters stressed the urgency of
implementing these measures as per the
provisions of the Disability Act, 2016, and
existing government orders. They urged
the administration to prioritise their issues
to ensure an inclusive society for all.

Terrorist Killed in
ongoing encounterin
Dachigam
forests in Srinagar

was neutralised in the exchange of fire,
the Army said.

In a post on X, the Army’s Northern Com-
mand said, “Lt Gen M V Suchindra Kumair,
Army Commander, Northern Command,
compliments Chinar Warriors and Jammu
and Kashmir Police for their excellent syn-
ergy, swift action, and precise execution
in Operation Dachhigam, neutralizing one
terrorist.”

Police officials in Srinagar said the
exchange of fire was going on.

Dachhigam, a national park on the out-
skirts of Srinagar, covers an area of about

141 square kilometres.

Two female terror
associates detained
under PSA in Udhampur:
Police

activities detrimental to the security of the
state and keeping in view their activities,
both were ordered to be detained under
PSA.

higher reaches of Kashmir valley during
the next 24 hours”, he said and added
“Thereafter, mostly dry weather is expected
until December 7”.

“A couple of weak Western Disturbances
(WD) may affect Jammu and Kashmir
between December 7 and December 13
can cause light snowfall over the upper
reaches and rain on some plains of the
valley”, he added.

The Night temperature has improved and
was recorded during the intervening night
of Monday and Tuesday above normal at
all the weather stations of the Kashmir
valley. However, the chilly cold continued
following the fresh snowfall over the higher
reaches of the Kashmir valley.

The night temperature at Srinagar fur-
ther improved and settled at 1.8°C against
the minus 0.8°C recorded the previous
night. This was 3.0°C above normal for
the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir
during this period of the season.

The ski resort of Gulmarg in north Kash-

mir's Baramulla district emerged as the
coldest place despite a slight improvement
in the minimum temperature, settling at
minus 2.4°C against the minus 2.9°C on
Monday. This was still 0.7°C above normal
for the valley of meadows during this period
of the season. Gulmarg also received
1.2mm of rainfall during the past 24 hours.

However, the day temperature recorded
on Monday was 0,2°C below normal of
12°C in Srinagar and 2.4°C below normal
of 4.2°C at the ski resort of Gulmarg in
north Kashmir.

Qazigund had a low of 0.5°C on Tuesday
against the minus 1.4°C a day ago and this
was 1.7°C above normal for the gateway
of Kashmir in south Kashmir.

The minimum temperature at Pahalgam
also improved and recorded at minus
1.8°C against the minus 2.3°C recorded
on Monday. This was 1.5°C above normal
for the famous tourist destination in south
Kashmir.

The night temperature at the picnic spot
of Kokernag in south Kashmir dropped
and recorded at minus 0.2°C against the
0.2°C recorded the previous day and it was
0.4°C above normal for the place during
this period of the season.

The frontier Kashmir district of Kupwara
had a low of 1.8°C on Tuesday against the
minus 0.6°C on Monday and this was 3.5°C
above normal for the border area during
this period of the season. Kupwara also
received 1.6mm of rainfall during the past
24 hours, the MeT office said.

and investigation has been taken up.
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Mahant Rohit discusses promoting
sanskrit with Swami Shri Gyananand
Ji Maharaj

with the skills needed to
achieve economic inde-
pendence and integra-
tion into the workforce.

The Education
Department contributed
by organizing debates,
quizzes, and creative
competitions in schools
and colleges across the

significance. He expressed profound
gratitude to the Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, for
his unwavering support in encouraging
the spread of the language. Mahant
Shastri acknowledged the pivotal role
of the Lieutenant Governor in fostering
Sanskrit’s growth in the Union Territory
and thanked him for his enthusiastic
backing.

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Dec 3:
Under the overall guid-
ance of Deputy Com-
missioner Ramban,
Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaud-
hary, the Social Wel-
fare Department, in
collaboration with vari-
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ous stakeholders, cele-
brated the International
Day for Persons with
Disabilities with great
fervor. The event aimed
to promote inclusiv-
ity, empower specially-
abled individuals, and
recognize their contri-
butions to society.

The event, organized
under the supervision
of District Social Wel-
fare Officer Ramban,
Rahul Gupta brought
together multiple
departments and insti-
tutions, including the
Health and Family Wel-
fare Department, Edu-
cation Department,

Polytechnic College
Ramban, and NGOs.
The day was marked
by a series of activities
and initiatives designed
to support and uplift the
specially-abled commu-
nity.

The celebrations com-
menced with a facilita-
tion ceremony, where
specially-abled indi-
viduals were honored
for their resilience and
achievements. The pro-
gram emphasized the
need to foster a more
inclusive society by

addressing the chal-
lenges faced by per-
sons with disabilities
and providing them with
opportunities for growth
and self-reliance.
Chief Medical Officer
Ramban Dr. Kamal Ji
Jadu, along with Medi-
cal Superintendent
of District Hospital
Ramban Dr. Virender
Trisal, played a pivotal
role in the day’s activi-
ties. A special health
check-up camp was
organized for special-
ly-abled individuals,

where medical experts
provided consulta-
tions and personalized
health advice. The ini-
tiative ensured access
to essential healthcare
services for partici-
pants.

Principal of Polytech-
nic College Ramban,
Vivek Mahajan, led
a skill development
seminar focusing on
creating opportunities
for specially-abled per-
sons in technical fields.
The seminar aimed to
empower participants

district. These activities
raised awareness about
the rights and potential
of persons with disabili-
ties, promoting inclusiv-
ity among students.

A special session by
a medical expert pro-
vided valuable insights
into the health and
well-being of specially-
abled individuals. Addi-
tionally, a short movie
showcasing inspiring
stories of resilience
and success among
differently-abled indi-
viduals was screened,
leaving a lasting impact
on attendees.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Mahant Rohit Shastri,
President of the Shri Kailakh Jyotish
Avim Vedic Sansthan Trust and State
Awardee, engaged in a meaningful
discussion with Geeta Manishi Maha-
mandaleshwar Swami Shri Gyanan-
and Ji Maharaj in Jammu. The dialogue
focused on advancing initiatives to pro-
mote Sanskrit, the Devvani (divine lan-
guage), in Jammu and Kashmir.

Mahant Rohit Shastri outlined the
activities undertaken by the trust
to preserve and promote Sanskrit,
emphasizing its cultural and spiritual

Swami Shri Gyananand Maharaj
praised Mahant Rohit Shastri’s tireless
dedication to Sanskrit and highlighted
the importance of youth involvement
in its promotion. He remarked that if

young Indians embrace Sanskrit with

the same passion as Mahant Shastri,
the country would undoubtedly rees-
tablish its position as a global leader
in knowledge and culture.

Dr. Vivek Arya and Sunil Sharma,
members of the trust, were also pres-
ent during this meeting. Their presence
underscored the collective commitment
of the Shri Kailakh Jyotish Avim Vedic
Sansthan Trust towards the preserva-
tion and dissemination of Sanskrit’s rich
heritage. The event marked another
step forward in the mission to revitalize
this ancient language in modern India.

GDC Ramgarh hosts poster making EVM unveils locally storage solutions Made in

India Ram & SSD’s

-
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RAMGARH, Dec 3:
Red Ribbon Club of
Govt. Degree College
Ramgarh organized a
poster making competi-
tion to mark the World
AIDS Day on this year’s
theme “Take the Rights
Path: My Health, My
Right” under guidance
and co-ordination of
Prof. (Dr.) Geetanjali
Andotra, Principal of the
college. She highlighted
the importance of cel-
ebrating World AIDS

competition to mark World AIDS Day

day while addressing
the students.

At the outset, Prof.
Sandeep Kumari, Nodal
Officer, Red Ribbon
Club, GDC Ramgarh,
said that this day pro-
vides an opportunity to
unite in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. She educat-
ed the students about
the relevance of this day
and the theme for 2024.

Students of the Col-
lege participated in the
competition with great
zeal and enthusiasm.

Radhika Choudhary of
sem. | stood first prize,

5

Sonika of sem. | bagged
the second prize and
Radhana Kumari of
sem- | clinched the third
prize. Two Consolation
prizes were also given
to Malika Choudhary
and Sonakshi. The
event was adjudged
by Ashok Kumar, Dr.
Shivali Panjgotra and
Dr. Neeraj.

All the faculty mem-
bers of the college
including Dr. Aditi Kha-
juria, Priya Sharma,
Anjali, Susheel Bhagat
and Priya were also
present.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Hundia Info
Solutions Pvt. Ltd, a Mumbai-
based leading vendor of com-
puting and mobility products
and the brand owners of EVM,
one of the leaders in IT Storage
Solutions, proudly announces
the launch of India’s first Made-
in-India storage products,
including SSDs, RAM, and
other cutting-edge solutions.
This launch marks a historic
milestone as EVM becomes the
first Indian brand to introduce
locally developed and manu-
factured, Made in India storage
solutions.

Owned by Hundia Info Solu-
tions Pvt. Ltd., EVM has solidi-
fied its position as the No. 1
Indian brand in the IT storage
solutions space, achieving the
remarkable milestone of over
25 crore products. With this
launch, EVM takes a giant leap
toward strengthening India’s
technological self-reliance

while empowering local inno-
vation. For locally made storage
solutions, EVM to initial start
with range of SATA and NVMe
SSDs, along with DDR4 and
DDR5 RAM modules, designed
to cater to the needs of both
everyday consumers and indus-
try professionals & adding more
products going forward.

“This is more than a prod-
uct launch; it’s a declaration of
India’s capability in the global
tech arena. EVM plans to build
on this momentum by expand-
ing our product portfolio in the

near future, introducing addi-
tional locally manufactured
storage solutions.” said Kunal
Hundia, Managing Director of
EVM India . “EVM has always
been about empowering Indian
consumers. These Made-in-
India storage solutions are a
validation to what Indian innova-
tion can achieve. As an Indian
brand, we are proud to intro-
duce high-quality storage solu-
tions tailored to Indian needs
with similar quality as of other
international brands.”

Beyond innovation, EVM
remains steadfast in its commit-
ment to giving back to society.
For every product sold, EVM
donates 10 to children’s cancer
initiatives. “Our business isn’t
just about selling products; it's
about making a difference,”
added Vishal Hundia , CEO
EVM India . “Through our ‘Buy
One Give Ten’ initiative, we are
honored to contribute to the
fight against childhood cancer
while building a stronger, self-
reliant India.”

EVM'’s Made-in-India products
are designed to deliver excep-
tional durability, reliability, and
performance, meeting interna-
tional standards at competitive
prices. These solutions come
with industry-leading warran-
ties ranging from 5 to 10 years,
ensuring long-term peace of
mind for customers.

EVM has consistently led the
charge in the Indian IT stor-
age market. Recognized as the
No. 1 Indian storage solutions
brand, EVM offers unmatched
customer support through its
extensive after-sales service
network, which includes over
500 service centers across the
country. The brand’s free pick-
up and drop-off service ensures
a seamless customer experi-
ence, reinforcing its promise of
reliability and convenience.

With the launch of its Made-
in-India storage solutions, EVM
not only raises the bar for local
manufacturing but also invites
consumers to join its journey of
innovation and empowerment.

Green Model HSS Doda

SPPND GDC Samba organizes 6-day Computer Course
for non-teaching staff

The Internal Quality
Assurance Cell (IQAC)
of SPPND Govern-
ment Degree College,
Samba, has taken an
initiative to enhance the
digital skills of its non-
teaching staff by orga-
nizing a 6-day Com-
puter Training Course,
started on 02nd Decem-
ber, 2024. The course,
divided into two groups
for comprehensive cov-
erage, is being conduct-
ed by the Department of

mally inaugurated on
Tuesday by the Princi-
pal of the college, Prof.
Dr. Twinkle Suri, in a
brief ceremony held on
campus.

In her address, the
Principal emphasized
the importance of digi-
tal literacy in ensuring
seamless administra-
tive operations and
enhancing workplace
productivity. She also
appreciated the efforts
of the IQAC team in

organizing the program
to empower the non-
teaching staff with rele-
vant technological skills.

The training sessions
will cover a wide range
of topics, including basic
computer operations,

office applications,
email handling, and digi-
tal documentation. Each
group will undergo train-
ing for six days, ensur-
ing that every partici-
pant receives hands-on
experience and person-

ment to holistic devel-
opment, not just for its
students but also for its
staff. By bridging the
digital divide, the course
will enable the staff to
contribute more effec-
tively to the institution’s
functioning.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participa-
tion from the staff, who
expressed gratitude
for the opportunity to
upgrade their skills in a
supportive environment.

lebra Kind n
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of the college. This initiative reflects
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Red Ribbon Club of GDC Nowshera observes
World AIDS Day

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, Dec
3: Red Ribbon Club of
GDC Nowshera join
the global community
in commemorating the
millions of lives lost to
one of the fatal disease
i.e. AIDS and reaffirm-
ing our commitment to
ending the HIV/AIDS
epidemic by 2030.

The theme of this
year’s World AIDS Day
is “Take the rights Path:
My health, my right”
emphasizing the impor-
tance of protecting the

human rights in the
fights against HIV/AIDS.
In this connection series
of activities were orga-
nized which included
Poster making, Rangoli
making competition and
walkathon.

The whole event was
organized in collabora-
tion with J&K AIDS Con-
trol Society (JKACS),
Health and medical
education department.
In Poster making and
Rangoli making Compe-
tition, about 30 students
of Sem 1st participated
expressing their creativ-

ity and drawing skills by
making posters and ran-
golis based on the given
theme and spreading
awareness about Myths
and misconceptions
about HIV AIDS. Dr.
Shamim Ahmed Azad,
Principal of the college
also shared his views on
the theme and appreci-
ated the efforts of stu-
dents and Red Ribbon
Club for organizing such
an event to aware the
masses. About 100 stu-
dents along with faculty
members participated
in Walkathon from col-

lege campus to the main
road. All the participants

o X
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were given certificates
at the end of the event.

Top News Report

DODA, Dec 3: The
campus of Toddler
Town, Kindergarten,
a unit of Green Model
Higher Secondary
School, Doda was alive
with excitement and a
sense of achievement
on Tuesday as the
school celebrated its
Kindergarten Gradua-
tion Day.

It was a day marked
with joy, pride and the
vibrant spirit of our
young achievers, who
stood ready to embark
on a new journey on
their academic lives.

The programme
included inauguration

of 41 Interactive Flat
Panels in collaboration
with Tata Class Edge.
These smart boards will
transform the traditional
learning experience by
providing more engag-
ing and interactive les-
sons.

From vivid visuals to
interactive activities,
students will now be
able to immerse them-
selves in the subjects
they are studying in
ways that were previ-
ously unimaginable.

Teachers and students
of the school who have
shown stellar perfor-
mance in the board
examinations of class-
es 10th, 11th and 12th

were also felicitated
with bonus cheques and
mementos respectively.

There was a welcome
speech by the Principal
O.P. Chandail followed
by an appreciation
speech by the Chief
Guest ADDC, Doda
Pran Singh. Principal
(Administration) Nis-
hant Singh Chandail
and Principal (Academ-
ics) Aditi Kath took the
reign of the entire pro-
gramme by acting as
the emcee .

ADDC, Pran Singh
was felicitated by a gar-
land of flowers and a
memento by the princi-
pal of the school.
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Gautam Gambhir returns to Australia, joins Team
India ahead of Adelaide Test

India head coach Gautam Gambhir landed in Australia on Tuesday morning, 3 December.

Gambhir had left Team India after the Perth Test to attend a family emergency.

ADELAIDE, Dec 3 (Agen-
cies): India head coach
Gautam Gambhir returned
to Australia on 3 December,
Tuesday. Gambhir was spot-
ted arriving in Adelaide to join
the Indian team ahead of their
second Test match in the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy. Gambhir
had left for India after the con-
clusion of the Perth Test match
due to a family emergency.

Gambhir missed the two-day
warm-up game against the
Prime Minister’'s XI at Manuka
Oval in Canberra, which was
reduced to a 46-overs-a-
side contest due to inclement
weather. He had left the tour-
ing party on November 26,
the scheduled final day of the
first Test in Perth. A rampag-
ing India won the opening Test
by 295 runs and with plenty of

He knows me well: Djoker on hiring Murray as coach

BUENOS AIRES, Dec 3 (Agencies):
Hiring Andy Murray as his coach came
naturally for Novak Djokovic. On a trip to
Argentina to play in a farewell match for Juan
Martin del Potro, the Serbian explained why
he chose his former rival after being without
a coach for six months.

Murray and Djokovic announced last week
they plan to work together for the Australian
Open in January.

“Since | was very young, | have played
against him... and there are not many people
who have won multiple Grand Slam titles,”
said Djokovic in Spanish in a press confer-
ence before the match against Del Potro.

Djokovic is a 24-time Grand Slam champion

time left in the match.

The second Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, a pink-ball
day-nighter, will start on Friday.
Finalising the playing Xl will be
Gambhir’s top priority after he
links up with the Indian squad
that has been strengthened

ﬂE "
further by the arrival of captain
Rohit Sharma after he missed
the opening game of the five-
match series due to the birth of
his second child.

In Gambhir’s absence, his

three trusted

who has spent more weeks at No. 1 than any
other player in tennis history. Murray won
three major trophies and two Olympic singles
gold medals and finished 2016 atop the ATP
rankings. He ended his playing career after
the Paris Olympics in August.

Both men are 37 and were born a week
apart in May 1987. They started facing each
other as juniors and wound up meeting 36
times as professionals, with Djokovic holding
a 25-11 advantage.

“He knows my game and everything that |
have been through very well,” added Djokov-
ic, currently No. 7 in the ATP rankings.

“He knows the things that are wrong with
my game, all of my mistakes.”

lieutenants
Abhishek Nayar, Ryan ten

Doeschate and Morne Morkel
oversaw the team’s training and
preparations for the tour match,
which India won by six wickets.
Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
had led India in the Perth Test in
Rohit’s absence.

Now with Rohit’s arrival and
Shubman Gill also in reckon-
ing with a fine half-century in
the warm-up game against the
PM’s XI, Gambhir will have his
task cut out as he gets down to
select the playing XI. Gill had
also missed the Perth Test after
fracturing his right thumb during
a training session.

The Indian team arrived in
Adelaide from Canberra on
Monday afternoon and will have
three practice sessions — out of
which two will be under lights on
Tuesday and Thursday.

Djokovic has been without a full-time coach

since splitting in March from Goran lvan-

isevic.

- Don’t come to India if you don’t

want to: Harbhajan Singh’s

stern message to Pak

NEW DELHI, Dec
3 (Agencies): Former
off-spinner Harbhajan
Singh sent out a strong
message to Pakistan
cricket, saying that
it won’t matter much
if they don’t come to
India. Currently, the
BCCI and the PCB are
at loggerheads over
hosting the upcoming
Champions Trophy.

While India said that
they would not be going
to Pakistan, PCB chief
Mohsin Naqvi has been
reluctant to adopt a
hybrid model.

Reportedly, the PCB
has put forward condi-
tions that Pakistan would
want hybrid models
for all ICC events until
2031. Harbhajan said
that until the political

situation improves in
Pakistan, India would
not be in a position to
travel to their neighbour-
ing country.

“Don’t come to India
if you don’t want to, we
don’t have any issues.
If Pakistan don’t come
to India, it won’'t matter
much. You may ask cur-
rent cricketers and they
will have the same opin-
ion. Had the situation in
Pakistan been different,
things could have been
different,” Harbhajan
told Sports Today in an
interview.

Harbhajan also
recalled the times when
he toured Pakistan for
bilateral affairs. “They
were brilliant hosts when
| went there. They did
not charge us money for

food whenever we went
to the market, and some
also gifted us shawls,”
Harbhajan said.

‘Let the Champions
Trophy happen’

Harbhajan also admit-
ted that fans in Pakistan
are being hard done by
since they are not being
able to watch quality
cricketers like Virat Kohli
and others.

“| feel bad for the view-
ers there that they don't
get to see champion
players like Virat Kohli
and others around the
world. But they are
not at fault. Until and
unless the situation
improves there, things
won’t change,” Harbha-
jan said.

Harbhajan also asked
Pakistan cricket to leave
aside their stubborn
approach and let the
Champions Trophy take
place.

“Let the tournament
happen, you can’t just
halt it. You can’t hold on
to your stubbornness.
There are many coun-
tries who would love
to host, be it Malaysia,
Sri Lanka or any other
nation. India won’t tour
Pakistan until the situ-
ation improves there,”
Harbhajan added.

With less than three
months left for the tour-
nament to begin, the
schedule for the Cham-
pions Trophy is yet to be
announced.

Urvil Patel follows up fastest T20
hundred with 36-ball century in SMAT

INDORE, Dec 3 (Agencies): Urvil
Patel continues to impress with his
swashbuckling batting in the ongo-
ing Sayed Mushtaq Ali. The Gujarat
batter scored a 36-ball hundred in the
match against Uttarakhand in Indore
on December 3, Tuesday. This land-
mark moment comes days after Urvil
scripted history by becoming the fast-
est Indian batter to score T20 hundred.
Urvil remained unbeaten at 115 from 41
balls and helped Gujarat beat Uttara-
khand by 8 wickets. With the score of
115, Urvil broke his own record of high-
est individual score by a Gujarat batter
in T20s, which was previously 113 runs.

Uttarakhand set a challenging total
of 186 runs and Gujarat were off to a
flier start with Urvil and Aarya Desai
going all guns blazing. Desai departed
for 13 ball 23 and most of the damage
was done by Urvil, who partnered with
Abhishek Desai and captain Axar Patel.
The Guijarat captain scored 18-ball 28
and finished the game for the team
alongside centurion Urvil. Within a
week, Urvil has hit two of the four-fast-
est T20 hundreds by an Indian.

Urvil was the star of the show, who
has been showcasing remarkable con-
sistency in the tournament. The explo-
sive opener went unsold at the IPL 2025
mega auction

Urvil Patel makes history

Urvil Patel made headlines by scoring
the fastest T20 century by an Indian,
smashing a 28-ball hundred against
Tripura in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy

on November 27 in Indore. He broke
Rishabh Pant’s 32-ball record set in
2018. Urvil remained unbeaten on 113
off just 35 balls, hitting seven fours and
12 sixes, helping Gujarat chase 156
with 58 balls left. His knock is also the
second-fastest T20 hundred globally,
just behind Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan’s
27-ball feat earlier this year.

Hailing from Mehsana, Baroda, Urvil
made his debut for Baroda back in 2018
in a T20 against Mumbai in Rajkot. In
the same year, he forayed into List A
cricket as well. But it took him six more
years to play first-class cricket when he
made his debut in the previous edition
of the Ranji Trophy.

Gujarat Titans picked Urvil for a price
of INR 20 lakh for the 2023 season, but
he did not get to play a single match.
After being released by GT, Urvil did
not find a team for the upcoming edi-
tion. In 44 T20 matches, he has scored
988 runs at an average of 23.52 and a
strike-rate of 164.11 with a hundred and
four fifties to his name.

Carey backs Australia’s ‘world-class’ batters to
counter Bumrah threat

ADELAIDE, Dec 3
(Agencies): Alex Carey
on Tuesday maintained
Australia are a “united
group”, confident that
their “world-class” bat-
ters will come up with
better plans to coun-
ter India’s pace threat
Jasprit Bumrah in the
upcoming pink-ball Test
here.

With their backs
against the wall, India
came out all guns
blazing in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy series
opener at Perth to win
by a massive 295 runs
with Bumrah (5/30 and
3/42) ripping apart Aus-
tralia’s batting in each
innings.

The heavy margin of
defeat left Australia
looking for answers as
their batters flopped col-
lectively, leaving their
famed bowling attack
with a lot to do.

“He’s obviously a fan-
tastic bowler; (he) has
been for a number of
years. Our batters are
world class as well and
always find ways to

come up with solutions,”
Carey told the media.

“We’ve had a look at
him now. Hopefully we
can combat that first,
second spell. Get him
bowling a little bit deeper
in the innings with an
older ball.”

“We saw Travis (Head)
sort of counterpunch
a bit (in the second
innings). | trust our bat-
ters, we'll find a way not
only (against) Bumrah.
They played a couple of
other debutantes who
bowled well as well,”
Carey said.

After Australia were
set an improbable 534

to win, Josh Hazlewood
had invited the media
to ask their batters how
they planned to go about
in the second innings,
sparking rumours of a
rift between the batting
and bowling groups.

Carey, however,
declined there was any
tensions in the dressing
room.

“If you ask the batters,
we all want to perform
better and (as) cricket-
ers, you go out there to
score a hundred and if
you don’t do that, | think
you're at times disap-
pointed,” Carey said.

“But we're a very

united group. We all do
get the opportunity to
bat and we’re all keen to
continue to put those big
runs on the board and |
trust the guys to do that,”
he added.

Carey said Australia’s
resounding loss at Perth
sparked a “big reaction
externally” but main-
tained that the team will
stick to its processes.

“It's quite a big reaction
externally for one Test
loss. Internally, we don’t
feel that. We didn’t play
the way we would have
liked to have played.”

“We know (that) over
four or five Test match-
es, (if) we keep rocking
up and playing our style
of cricket we will have
the success. We've had
that success to, | guess,
call upon the method
does work.”

“We’re calm internally,
we’re excited to get back
out and play a better
style of cricket and
we’ve got that opportu-
nity come Friday.”

Carey did not want to
draw much attention to

the last contest here in
which India were shot
out for their lowest-ever
Test total of 36.

“There are obviously
amazing days in cricket-
ing history but we don’t
expect to go out there
and do that again. We
have a process and a
plan that we try to exe-
cute and whatever hap-
pens, happens. | was
not here for that Test
match.”

Australia have never
lost a pink ball Test in
Adelaide, in fact they
have only lost once in
day and night fixture.

“We are excited. We
take a lot of confidence
for our record in pink-
ball cricket — it doesn’t
mean we will have the
success but (with) our
methods, our style of
play and the experience
we have in this group
we’ll bounce back from
Perth,” he added.

The two teams will
take on each other in
the second Test, start-
ing here from Friday.

Time for FIFA to think shifting World Cup to spring/autumn, says scientist Konefal

WROCLAW, Dec 3 (Agencies): When
the 2022 FIFA World Cup was shifted to
November-December because of the mer-
ciless heat of the desert, there was a lot
of hue and cry. Stadiums in Qatar had air-
conditioning systems installed and match-
es, despite the heat, went on. Argentina
were crowned champions, and it is time to
shift our attention towards North America
— US, Canada and Mexico — where the
next World Cup is set to be held in 2026.

With just over two-and-a-half years
remaining, climate scientists and physi-
cal education experts from Poland have
come out with a paper that laid emphasis
on heat stress on footballers during the hot
season. The paper published in Scientific
Reports revealed the perils of playing in
such adverse conditions.

Marek Konefat, one of the co-authors of
the paper and is a research and teach-
ing professor at the University of Physical
Education in Wroctaw, said that perhaps it
is time for the international football asso-

ciation (FIFA) to think about shifting the
calendar to Spring/Autumn. And if air-con-
ditioned stadiums were built in Qatar, that
could well be necessary in the future. “Per-
haps, taking into account the global tem-
perature increase, the World Cup should
be permanently moved to spring/autumn,”
he said in an email response to this daily.
“Either way, it should be accepted that effi-
cient air-conditioning of sports facilities will
be necessary in the future.”

The professor also said that it is time to
rethink the sporting calendar because of
the changing weather pattern. “The climate
is warming, 2024 was the warmest year
in recorded history, therefore the Football
World Cups will be played in conditions
of increasingly stronger heat stress. It is
worth rethinking the calendar of sporting
events now.”

Konefal also explained that they were
trying to give coaches, organisers and
football federations information on heat
load risk. “We scientists are trying to give

coaches, organizers of sports events and
football federations reliable information on
the heat load risk for athletes performing
high effort during the game,” he said. “In
our study we demonstrated diurnal varia-
tion of heat stress levels in particular loca-
tions to support coaching staffs and sport
events organizers in planning training and

match times appropriately to avoid playing
at times with the highest risk of extreme
heat stress.”

Konefal said that it would be advisable for
players to stay at one location to acclima-
tise or get used to the conditions. “It would
be also advisable if the players did not
drastically change the location and type of
climate they stay in during the champion-
ships, but rather played matches in similar
thermal stress conditions — that would
give athletes a chance to partially adapt
to them,” he said.

“Our results can provide suggestions on
which 2026 World Cup locations there is an
urgent need to use efficient air condition-
ing solutions for sports facilities to reduce
heat stress,” he added.The research paper
touched upon the wet bulb globe tempera-
ture (WGBT) index, which the research-
ers found a bit misleading. They modelled
their studies around the Universal Thermal
Climate index (UTCI).”Despite FIFA rec-
ommends the use of the WBGT index to

determine the safety standards during a
soccer match, it is considered an imperfect
measure of heat load on athletes, as it is
prone to underestimating the heat stress
level,” he explained.

“WBGT does not incorporate the most
important factors specific to sports, i.e.
specific metabolic heat production, specif-
ic clothing used by athletes and the effects
of body movement on relative air velocity.
Previous studies report that WBGT does
not adequately reflect the additional ther-
mal load that people experience when
sweat evaporation is limited (e.g. by high
air humidity or poor airflow). What is more,
if we don’t have in situ instrumental mea-
surements of WBGT and have to math-
ematically model this index, the indirect
estimates will give us the results with high
uncertainty, thus not very reliable.”

Football is not the only sport to have been
affected by global warming and climate
change. As things stand change of cal-
endar seems to be the only way forward.
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Top News Report

ARNIA, Dec 3: US
Doctor Sewa Mortan
and many others on
Tuesday visited the
memorial of Late Shri
Phuman Ram at Village
Trewa and paid floral
tributes to him.

After paying tribute,
his son Dr Sewa Mortan
said, “My father had a
unique ability to boost
confidence and inspire
others to improve. His
openness to learning
from others was com-
mendable. His guidance

had been invaluable in
my professional growth.

While R.L.Kaith in his
tribute said, Phuman
Ram was strong, coura-
geous and always kept
a smile on his face. He
was not afraid to share
his ideas and thoughts,
regardless of what
others think. He would
speak his heart and his
mind, and respect him-
self enough to stand up
for himself, the causes
he believed in, and the
welfare of others. He
would follow his intuition
and wouldn’t overthink

everything. He played
an important role in
changing many social
evils and had been a
shining beacon of hope.
He assisted and sup-
ported the financially
weak and helped them
in getting educated.

Besides, he worked on
various crucial econom-
ic issues raised by the
agricultural labourers
and women facing injus-
tice in the area. Salute to
him for his tremendous
efforts, Kaith said.
Others who spoke in

praise of Phuman Ram
included RTI India News
Editor-in-Chief Sansar
Singh Motan, Senior
Journalist Tejinder Pal
Singh, TV Artist Rahul
Motan, Musician Vicky
Kaith, Photo journal-
ist Nishan Singh,
Sukhwinder Kaur, Dr
Goldy Mortan, Subedar
Retired Baldev Chand
Sandhu, Sub Inspec-
tor Retired Darshan
Kumar Bassa, Havildar
Retired Des Raj Kaith,
Sat Pal Sargotra, Veer-
pan Motan, Jagdish Raj
Kaith, Gourav Nandan
and Mukesh Nandan.

Un-identified female body found

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: On
December 2, 2024, at
approximately 12:45
AM, an unidentified
female tragically lost
her life after falling from
a running train, the
Ambedkar Nagar Spe-
cial (Train No. 09321).

The incident occurred
at track kilometer pole
No. 31/24, within the
jurisdiction of Police Sta-
tion GRP Manwal.

The woman, estimated
to be 25-26 years old,
died on the spot. Her
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body has been moved
to the mortuary of GMC
Jammu for postmortem
and identification.

The deceased is
described as approxi-
mately 5’4" tall, with a
wheatish complexion.
At the time of the inci-
dent, she was wear-
ing a green saree and

sandals. Authorities are
seeking assistance in
identifying the woman
or obtaining information
about her residential
details.

If you have any
information that may
assist in identifying the
deceased, please con-
tact GRP Jammu at
0191-2474946 or Mobile
No. 6005784806. Alter-
natively, you can reach
out via the PCR GRP
Jammu Helpline at
1512. Your assistance is
vital in bringing closure
to this matter.

GHRT India appoints
Dr. Hafiz Usman as
International Honorary

Member

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: GHRT
India is pleased to
announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. Hafiz Usman
Ahmed Qasmi Al Azhari,
a renowned research
scholar from Kerala, as
an International Honor-

ary Member.

Dr. Usman ahmad,
who is currently pur-
suing his research in
Islamic studies , has
made significant con-
tributions to his field
and has demonstrated
a strong commitment to
academic excellence.

“We are honored
to have Dr. Usman
ahmad join us as an
International Honorary
Member,” said Dr H R
Rehman, GHRT News.
“His expertise and expe-
rience will be invaluable
to our organization.”

Rajan demands to Deport
Rohingyas from Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: Rajan
Gupta, President of
Sarv Shakti Sena,
Jammu & Kashmir,
has strongly appealed
to the administration to
take immediate action
to deport approximate-
ly 20,000 Rohingyas
currently residing in
Jammu. He expressed
grave concern over the
increasing number of
crimes, such as thefts
and snatching incidents,
allegedly linked to this
population.

Rajan highlighted that
some individuals among
the Rohingyas have
reportedly acquired
Aadhaar cards through
illegal means, raising
questions about lapses

in verification process-
es. He urged the admin-
istration to investigate
these claims thorough-
ly and take corrective
measures.

He further appealed
to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (LG) of Jammu &
Kashmir to prioritize the
relocation of these indi-
viduals outside Jammu,
emphasizing the need
to restore the safety
and security of the local
community.

The Sarv Shakti Sena
pledged to continue
its efforts to bring this
pressing issue to the
forefront and ensure
that appropriate actions
are taken to safeguard
the region’s law and
order.

‘The — SARA’ conducts awareness program
on Menstrual Hyglene at GHS Majua
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JAMMU, Dec 3: ‘The
- SARA, a registered
non-governmental orga-
nization under ‘Health
is Wealth’ initiative
through ‘Safe Periods
365’ initiative conducted
awareness program on
menstrual health and
hygiene at Shaheed
Naib-Subedar Parsho-
tam Kumar Govt. High
School Majua Uttami in
Bishnah zone of Jammu
district.

During the program
field volunteer at ‘The
— SARA’ Ms. Anita
Solanki, a certified Yoga
teacher and evaluator,
mental health wellness
instructor from the Min-

istry of Ayush conducted
a special curative yoga
session to help girl stu-
dents in relieving physi-
cal and physiological
symptoms of PMS and
period pain.
Subsequently field vol-
unteer at ‘The — SARA
and In-Charge ‘Safe
Periods 365’ initiative
Minakshi Sharma con-
ducted awareness ses-
sion with the girl stu-
dents and their mothers
and sensitized them
about the importance
of menstrual health and
hygiene in their life. The
session included an
open dialogue allow-
ing girl students and
their mothers not just

to share their woes but
also raise questions to
express their concerns.
The platform aided in
sharing period problems
and talking about them
without being reluctant
about it.

At the end of the
program, Team ‘The—
SARA distributed sani-
tary pads among twenty
five girl students of the
menstruating age in
the presence of in-
charge headmaster of
the school Sh. Yaseen
Ahmed and teachers
of the school. Yaseen
Ahmed thanked mem-
bers of ‘The — SARA for
their efforts to support
the girl students.

It is pertinent to men-
tion to tackle ‘period pov-
erty’ and spread aware-
ness about menstrual
health and hygiene
among the school girls
across UT’s of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh
‘The — SARA'is carrying
out ‘Safe Periods 365’
initiative.

NSF celebrates 135th birth anniversary
of Khudiram Bose

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3:
National Secular Forum
(NSF), University Unit
organized a program in
University Campus, and
on the Birth anniversary
of Khudiram Bose who
laid his life for the coun-
try.

Amid slogans “Khudi-
ram Bose Amar Raha
“inqulaab Zindabad”
‘Bharat Mata ki jai”, they
paid tributes to Khudi-
ram Bose and garland-
ed the portrait of the son
of soil.

Ankush Abrol Pro-
vincial Joint Secretary
JKNC was the Chief
Guest and Dr. Vikas
Sharma Coordinator
Jammu District and
Zonal Secretary, JKNC
presided over the func-
tion. Dr Sukhdev Singh
State President NSF
and Papinder Singh
State Working President
NSF was the guest of
honour.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ankush Abrol said

that many freedom fight-
ers laid down their life
for the sake of the inde-
pendence of this coun-
try. One of the young-
est people to walk to
the gallows fighting for
India’s independence
was Khudiram Bose.
On December 3,
1889, Khudiram was
born in West Bengal’s
Midnapore district to
Trailokyanath Bose
and Lakshmipriya Devi.
Khudiram was the only
brother to three sisters.
Both his parents passed
away when he was a
child. Khudiram was
brought up by his eldest
sister, Aparupa Roy.
Addressing this occa-
sion, Dr. Vikas Sharma
appreciated the efforts
of NSF members to
come forward and orga-
nize these functions. He
also said that the right
tribute to Khudiram Bose
would be to launch the
struggle for restoration
of full status of Jammu
and Kashmir State. On
this occasion, he said

that we all should take
oath not to sit silent and
continue our endeav-
our to regain Jammu
and Kashmir State. Dr
Sharma urged the youth
to come together on a
single platform to push
for this demand.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vikshay Vashist
state Secretary NSF
said that J&K suffered
immensely due to mis-
adventures of Centre
Govt.

Gourav Partap Singh
University Unit Presi-
dent delivered the wel-
come address; Pankaj
Sharma Senior Vice-
President was delivering
the vote of thanks.

Among those who were
present on the occa-
sion included, Roshan
Sharma, Abhishek
Uppal, Ankush, Vikas
Sharma, Saleem Malik,
Innam Nasser, Ash-
wani Sharma, Farhan
Khan, Ajay Singh, Arun
Sharma Aditya Sharma,
Ashaf Ahmed, and
others.

Party delegation from
Trehgam calls on Bukhari

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Dec 3: A
delegation comprising
Apni Party leaders from
Trehgam on Tuesday
met the party Presi-
dent, Syed Mohammad
Altaf Bukhari, at the
party headquarters in
Srinagar.

According to a press
release issued here, the
delegation was led by
Dr. Noor-ud-din Shah,
the party In-charge for
the Trehgam constitu-
ency.

The members of the
delegation apprised the
party president of vari-
ous public issues and
grievances.

They stated that local
residents, whose land
has been acquired for
the construction of the
bypass, are furious as
they are being offered
inadequate compensa-
tion for their land.

They said, “For the
construction of the
bypass road from
Hayan to Gugloosa,

the gadministration has
fixed the compensa-
tion at Rs 5.5 lakh per
kanal, whereas for the
same road, compensa-
tion to the landowners
in Kupwara has been
sanctioned at the rate
of Rs 18 lakh per kanal.”

“People, who stand to
lose their land due to
this project, have been
demanding a revision
of the compensation
amount before the dis-
bursement, and before
the work begins on the
ground,” the delegation
members said.

As per the press
release, Syed Moham-
mad Altaf Bukhari gave
a patient hearing to the
visiting delegation and
assured them that he
would bring their con-
cerns to the notice of
the concerned officials
for prompt redressal.

On this occasion, Dr.
Noor-ud-din Shah also
briefed the party presi-
dent on certain party
matters.

RRCof GDCR S PURA commemorates World AIDS Day 2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 3: The
Red Ribbon Club of
GDC R. S. Pura today
on Tuesday conducted
a Poster-making under
the able guidance of
Prof. (Dr.) Prretpal Kour,
Principal of the College,
to commemorate the
World AIDS Day under
the theme ‘Take the

rights paths’. This year
World AIDS Day is more
than a celebration of the
achievement of commu-
nities; it is a call to action
to enable and support
communities in their
leadership roles. The
students enthusiastical-
ly showcased their full
potential and creativity
in making posters per-
taining to the theme.
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Thereafter a human

chain was also formed

by the students to mark
the event. Speaking on
the occasion, Principal
of the college Prof. (Dr.)
Preetpal Kour empha-
sized the active role of
the college volunteers
in spreading the aware-
ness regarding the anti-
AIDS campaign. The
Convenor RRC, Prof.
Geetika Goswami pre-
sided over the event.

The members of the
Red Ribbon Club, Prof.
Jai Mala Thakur, Dr.
Sunil Kumar Mangoch,
Prof. Rajinder Singh,
Avneet Kour, Dr. Hidayat
and Hilal actively coor-
dinated the event. To
encourage participating
students, certificates
and refreshment were
also distributed amongst
them.
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