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J&K UT gets its first elected GM as

Omar pays
tributes to
National
Conference
founder
Sheikh
Abdullah

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): Chief Min-
ister-designate Omar
Abdullah on Wednesday
paid tributes at the mau-
soleum of National Con-
ference founder Sheikh
Muhammad Abdullah
ahead of his swearing
in ceremony.

Dressed in a Pathani
suit and coat, the
54-year-old Abdullah
offered floral tributes
at the graveyard of the
party founder.

“Omar Abdullah offered
prayers at his grandfa-
ther Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah’s mausoleum
in Hazratbal, ahead of
his swearing ceremony
as the first Chief Minis-
ter of Jammu and Kash-
mir Union Territory,” the
National Conference
said.

The chief minister and
his ministers will be
administered the oath
of office and secrecy by
J-K Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha at 11:30
am.

SRS
congratulates
new J&K Govt,
urges for
restoration

of J&K State-
hood, Darbar
Move practice
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: Shri
Ram Sena (SRS),
under the leadership of
its J&K President Rajiv
Mahajan, has extended
heartfelt congratula-
tions to the newly
formed Union Territory
government in Jammu
and Kashmir following
the electoral victory of
the National Confer-
ence and Congress
alliance in the recent
assembly elections.

In his congratulatory
message, Mahajan
expressed optimism
about the future gov-
ernance of the region,
while also raising cru-
cial issues that have
been of significant con-
cern to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Rajiv Mahajan empha-
sized the importance of
restoring J&K’s

mTurnto page 9

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah was sworn in
as the chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir
on Wednesday, the first
elected government in
the Union territory since
2019 when Article 370
was abrogated.

Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha administered
the oath of office and
secrecy to Abdullah,
who takes over as chief
minister for a second
term and is the third
generation of the Abdul-
lah family to occupy the

office — after hIS grand—
father Sheikh Abdul-
lah and father Farooq
Abdullah.

Five ministers —

Sakina Masood (Itoo),
Javed Dar, Javed Rana,
Surinder Choudhary,
and Satish Sharma —
also took the oath of

office.

While Itoo and Dar are
from the Kashmir valley,
Rana, Choudhary and
Sharma are from the

Statehood for J&K a prlorlty Kharge

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge Wednesday said
that they will ensure the
restoration of statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir
soon.

Addressing reporters in
Srinagar after the swear-
ing-in ceremony, Kharge
said, “We are happy that
our alliance partner has

become the Chief Minis-

ter, and democracy has

been established here
after a long time. We will

“Congress not joining ministry in J&K govt
as statehood promise from BJP remains

unfulfilled”, says J KPCC Chief

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): Jammu
and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress Committee
(JKPCC) Chief Tariq
Hameed Karra said on
Wednesday that the
Congress party is not
joining any Ministry in
newly formed J&K gov-
ernment “at the moment”
as despite repeated
promises made by Prime
Minister for statehood, it
has not been restored.

In a statement, the
JKPCC Chief said, “Con-
gress Party is not joining
the Ministry in Jammu
and Kashmir govern-
ment at the moment.

Congress has strongly
demanded from the
Centre to restore State-
hood to J-K, besides
the Prime Minister has
time and again in public
meetings promised the
same. But the Statehood
has not been restored to
J&K.”

“We are unhappy
therefore we are not
joining the Ministry at
the moment. Congress

mTurn to page 9

After Omar’s Swearing-In, Mehbooba Mufti
congratulates JK for electing a stable Government

SRINAGAR, Oct 16 (Agencies): Fol-
lowing Omar Abdullah’s oath-taking
ceremony, PDP Chief Mehbooba Mufti
congratulated the people of Jammu and
Kashmir for electing a stable govern-
ment. She expressed hope that the new
administration would address the griev-
ances of the people of JK caused by the
revocation of Article 370 in 2019.

“People in Jammu and Kashmir have
been deeply hurt by the August 2019
decision, which they still do not accept,”
Mufti said. She urged the government to

address pressing issues such as drug
addiction, unemployment, and the elec-
tricity crisis.

When asked about the reduced
powers of the Chief Minister in the Union
Territory, Mehbooba Mulfti said that the
people have given a mandate to the
National Conference with the hope that
their suffering will be alleviated. She
added that the wrongs of 2019 should
be condemned on the floor of the house
to send a strong message to the world.

“PM Modi removed Article 370 after consulting
Farooq, Omar Abdullah”: claims Er Rashid

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): President
of Awami lttehad Party
and MP, Sheikh Abdul
Rashid alias Engineer
Rashid on Wednesday
alleged that Farooq
Abdullah and Omar

Abdullah colluded with
Prime Minister Modi on
the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Rashid asserted that
PM Modi consulted with
the Abdullahs before

making the move. He
also alleged that the
BJP helped the National
Conference (NC) regain
power in the valley.
Engineer Rashid said,
“Omar Abdullah speaks

mTurn to page 9

ensure that statehood is
restored.”

Kharge also congratu-
lated Omar Abdullah on
his appointment as Chief
Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Five other ministers
were also sworn in
alongside the J&K Chief
Minister.
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Jammu region.

The Congress said it
will not join the coun-
cil of ministers for the
moment.

JKPCC chief Tariq
Hameed Karra said the
Congress will not join
council of ministers in
J-K for the moment as
it is unhappy that state-
hood has not been
restored.

INDIA bloc leaders
attended the eventin full
strength. Among those
who had gathered at the
Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Convention
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Huge responsibility on
my shoulders: J&K Dy CM
Surinder Chowdhary

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): Deputy
Chief Minister of J&K
UT Surinder Chowd-
hary Wednesday said
that a huge responsibil-
ity has been put on his
shoulders and that it was
challenging to fill the ten
years of vacuum in just

five years.

While talking to report-
ers after taking the oath
as Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of J&K, Chowdhary
who defeated BJP J&K
chief Ravinder Raina
from Nowshera con-
stituency, said: “I have
been allotted the Deputy
CM'’s portfolio which is
a big responsibility on
my shoulders. | will try
to fulfil my responsibility
to the best of my capa-
bilities. It is very difficult
to fill the vacuum of the
past 10 years. | have full
faith in the leadership of
CM Omar Abdullah and

hope to serve the people
mTurnto page 9

Crown of Thorns: Farooq Abdullah
after Son Omar takes oath as CM

SRINAGAR, Oct 16
(Agencies): Itis a crown
of thorns and may Allah
help him fulfil the hopes
of people, National
Conference president
Farooq Abdullah said on
Wednesday after his son
Omar Abdullah took oath
as the first chief minister
of the union territory of

Jammu and Kashmlr
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his grandfather, Zahir
Abdullah, Omar Abdul-
lah’s son, said the new
government’s first prior-
ity is restoration of state-
hood.

“The state is full of
challenges and | hope
this government will do
what it had promised in
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, October 16, 2024

MOURNING/TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound gref we megret to inform you thal our
mother Mrs Indu Dasi (Wio Late Or G5 Da i) left for her
heavenly abode on 14th Oct 2024,

Mourning will b= observed al 228, Saviin Towers VIP
Road Zirakpur 140503

Tenth Day Kriya wil be peformed at Haridwar on 22nd
Oelober 2024,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh.HL Dasi & fmily

Sl Sunile Dassi Wis LI Ravinder Dasal & family
Daughters and Son In law :

leeha Dasl Wi'o Rohit Koul

Manvika Dasi Wio Rohil Malle

Grand kids: Lehar, Vishouth and Vanya

Contact Number: T7 10926686, T7 38060099

Mrs Ind u Dasi

2953462217, SA7I402217

Lower Roop Magar, Jammu left for her heaven-
Iy abode an 13th Oct. 2024,
We are grateful for har love and spiruial insplra-

B,
1.:_ .
lion given te Us and olhers, n s )

10th Day Kriya will be performed on Tuesday Karamyogni Smt
Z2nd Oct. 2024 at 9 am at Muthi Ghat, Jammu Sheela Rani Zutshi
[near Direciorate of School Education).

Grief Stricken

Son & Dauwgbter-in-law

Sh Sanjay Kumar Zutshi & Smit Suneata Pandita

Daughters & Sons-in-Llaw

Smit Anjana Zutshi & Sh Roop Krishen Razdan

sSmt Manjiu Zutshi & Sh Suneal Raina

All family members: Zutshi's, Kak's, Pandita's

& Grand Children

Contact: 97061661, 412181702, 29100TET31

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demize of Smt. Bimla
Gadru W/o Sh, Pyare Krishan Gadn, a
resident of C-505, Saransh Apartments,
Patparganj, Delhi - 92 on 9th October
2024,

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on
18th Oclober 2024 (Fnday) at Murad
Magar Ghat (Near Delhi) at 9.30 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Pyare Krishan Gadru - Husband
5h. Rahul and Sheetal Gadru - Son & Daughterdn-law

Sh. Chinku - Son

Samast Bamzai, Kaul, Jalali, Chaku, Raina, Ganju, Punjabi,
Koul, Bakshi Parivar

Contact: 9899205389, 9310640289, 006581821716

ANTIM ARDAS

With profcund gref and semow, we nreget o
ilorm  you aboul ihe sad demiss ol
Sdn. Harbans Hour Wio Lale 5. Inder Singh Rio
Kamzar Ward Mo. 09, Poonch | who left for heav-
enly abode on 124 L2024,

PROGRAMME

Arambh Shel Akhand Path Sahibon 17-10-24 51
our reskdancs al §:30 a.m,

Bhog Shr Akhand Path Sahib on 158-10-24 a1
o reskdencs al 5:30 am

Kirtan and Antim Ardas from 10 a.m. o 1230
p.m. fallowed by Guru ka Langar af  Gurudwara
Bethak Mahani Mohar Singh Ji Mear Distt. SDM. HARBANS KOUR
Hosplial, Paaneh.

BRIEF STRICKEN -

Capt. 5. Amarjeet Simgh (Son) (LI5A)

Smt. Bimla Gadru

Gram Sons & Daughier

Mirvair Singh Bali

Upneet Singh

Mitname Singh Bali [ Australia )
Rupneal Kour

Dhanivesr Singh

Tania, Isha, & Ansh

Contact - GD06T25825. GO0S9ISREI

Sdn, Jaghir Kour (Daughter)
Sdn. Ranject Kaur (Daughte r}

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorow, we mform you
i tha sad damise of our Balovad Smt. Sneh
Lata Sharma Wa Lt. Sha Shiv Kumar Shamia,
10TH DAY will be performed on 13102024
(Surndksy ) at curresdencs, 333, Shasin Moy
at 11.00 AM.

KRIYA wil be performed on 1411072024
(Monday) at our residence, at 12 Noon
RASAM PAGRI & UTHALA will be perfomad
on 16/10¥2024 (Friday) st Shree Ram Mandir, Ll /

Mear Mirankari Bhawan, Shasii Nagar af 5PM.j §
GRIEF STRICKEN

P e nf Goutam & Mees Sheima (Son & O uphier in Liw)
DCiva Gawam Wio Late Cal Vikas Gautam (Daughter in )
Sunichi & i‘lﬂﬁ"l[:ﬂ? [[h.ug-hhr aned Sonin bw)

Smi. Sa s b Dutey' (S 2 in Law)

&mi, Shama & 5h V. D, Shamme (Sister in bw & Brother in Law)
Sanjay & Mands ol Sharma (Nephew & Daughber in L
Sanpev & Seema Sharma (Hephew & Daughler in law)

Yireei & RiluGouam (Nephew & Deughter in lew)

Sahe] Medbe, Tarnya, Wahes, Suban, kevin e nd Childmnn)
find M| Kemi & Dogra Family

Mib il : B49995 (00, 34 BOE04ES, 0460 001402

SMT. SNEH LATA
SHARMA

| 5h. Mulesh Trikha (PHE Deptt) (Son)]

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sormow we inform
that Smt. Asha Misri Wio Sh Manu
Karawal originally resident of Kalusa
Bandipur, presently at H.no 23-A, Lane
No-2, Block - A, Roop Nagar Enclave|
Jammu breathed her 1

last on 8th II
October 2024,

TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be performed
jon 17th October 2024 (Thursday) at
Muthi Ghat near Directorate School
Education Jammu at 8:30 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Samast Bhats, Karawals, Mallas,
Misris, Jaiswals & Munshis.

Phone : 3419132818, 9412132819, 8728886333, 9906037768

CHOUBARSI

IM LOVING MEMORY OF
Rama Kumari
1iith February 1360 - 313t Ociober 2020
Four years have passed wilhout you but your

Presencs is desply rooled nour Mind, Hesd & Soul
Choubarsi of cur beloved Latke Rama Kumarn Wio
EhriKaka Fam Khaura HiNa 71 Phass 2nd Housirg
Calary will ba performed on Thursday at Shiv Mandir S5
Housing Colony Udhampur on Oclobar 17, 2024 st 2
2N omwad s
DEEFLY LOVED & REMEMBERED BY:-
blanic Hlnju'::l - Ban
Hoshl - Daughier-in-law
Maraw Khajuda - Sen
Mayan Upmaryu - Grand Son
10095636, TOOSEE1 S, THEasE5H4

10TH DAY/11TH DAY/UTHALA

With profound grief and somow, we regret lo inform you
gbout fhe sad demise of our beloved Father Sh,
Swadesh Trikha (Retired from Information Deptd)| -
Expird an GADZ024),

10th Day sha | be parformed on 1 510/2024 at Rani Park
(Tafinan) 10 00 amdo 11.00 am.

Tith Day Kriya sha ll be performed al our residence 245
Jullakhe Mohall, Jain Bazar at 12.00 Moon onf
16102024

Ukthala Cerernony wil be held on 183102024 at Ha
Mandir, Retan between 300 o 4.00 pm,

GRIEF STRICKEM

Smi Kirn Shema [Wife)

X ; -.-.‘H e :'1-;-:
Smt. Asha Misri

RANMA KUMARI
1€tk Febsuary 1060 -
st Oictobar 2020

Late S5h. Swadesh Trikha
(DOB 2009 1948-Exp on GHDRZOM)

Sh Rakesh Trkha & Smit Monika Sharma Son & Daughterin-law)
Sh. Vikas Trikha (Son)

Sh. Nilesh Trikha & Smi. Arkils Sharma (Son & Daug hterin-kw)
Grand Childrens : Pryanshi, Bhavya & Samarh

Cortact Mo.: 3413656819, BO0S3E020, M0B6237641, TODEI 16953

10TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
would like to inform you all about the sad
demise of our beloved Smt Lajwanti
Sharma W/o Late Sh. Nanak Chand
Shama R/o Muthi, Jammu.

The Tenth Day will be performed on 17-
10-2024 (Thursday) at 11.00 AM at our
residence.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons

Ved Parkash, Sushil Sharma, Rampal Sharma, Radha Krishan
Grand Son: Deepak Sharma, Pallav Sharma, Pankaj Sharma,
Aman Sharma, Archit Sharma

Mobile: 9596735000, 9149523096

SMT. LAJWANTI
SHARMA

JEouland povide ue (e courdgs o ear ihE o mablo b

[ OBITUARY

Wiih prodo und gned and eomow wo inferm tha ead damiieo of
aur belbved Shirl Mot Lal Koul | Bamchoont voo)] s Sand
al Shrk Chooni Bhan, oigingdly msds il of Bagh J ogils nkar
Raimnawari presanty at Bangaluny, who kafl for his heavenly
abode yastarday (ke 1400 Ooiobar at Bangaburw

Ve alee p=y Almgnty 10 beslow eermal peaca o 1he noba

Om Sharti Om.
R K Bhan
Sk e Magsr Jamnms

706452414, B419 15530
Wimals Bhan

A0 FI44
ERIEF STRICKEN
BHAMS

HOUL'S [BAME HOON THOO'S |
FO01IGTA00

= 15185222000

DHAR"S

P H Bhan

At Colosy Talab Tila
J AL

TR TEXXA3

CEE R ERE L]

Shri Moti Lal Kol

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and somow, we regred to
inform the sad demise of our Karam Yogi
Father Sh. Prem Nath Bhat S& Shuemboo
Math orignally resident of Village Gugloosa
Tehsil Trehgam, Kupwara AL present TRT Mo
17, Block-G Purkhoo Camp Domana Jammu
wino left us for heavenly abode on 13th Oct
2024. May Lord Grant peace to his divine soul.
10th Day Kriya will be performaed at Muthi Ghat
on 22nd of O 2024 (Tusesday at 8.30 Ak
Assembly will be hald al Community Hall
Purkhoo Camp.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt & Sh. Akshay Rumar Bhat -Son & Daughter in Law
Smit & Sh. Anku FPandita -Son in Law & Daughier

Smt & Sh Amit Hangloo -Son in Law & Daughter

S5H. PREM MATH BHAT

MOBILE NO: 82803494620, 8TATEATE566

10TH DAY KRIYA

The saul of our family passed away peaceful-
Iy o merge with etemity on Bth of Ocio ber,
2024 onginaly resident of 15, Baghi Sunder
Bala Chatlabal Srinagar presently at H No 23
Sec-2, Pamposh Colony, Janipur, Jammu

Sh. PK. Sadhu & Smt Chandra Kania Sachu
Sh. Krishen Sachu & Smt Nirmala Sadhu
Smi Basanti Raina - Sister

Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sh. Rajinder Houl & Smt Monika Koul

Sh. Ravinder Koul & Smit. Vasundhara Koul
Sh. Riju Moza & Smt Amnta Moza - Daughter & Son-in-law

Grand Children: Shivi, Sharen, Shray, Chiki. Manvi, Ridchiman, Jiya,
Rudransh, Sanshray, Dunga

And the entire Sadhu, Moza, Bazaz Families

M's Chemist Cormer

Chemists & Diagnostics

Laxmi Nagar Sarwal

GL. KAUL (SADHU)

TEBOGOSD42, BODG201549

With profound grief & somow, we
inform the sad demise of Smt.
Chandrakanta Katoch W/o Late Sh.§
Lehar Singh Katoch, R/o -Trikuta
Enclave, Lower Muthi, Akalpur Road,
Jammu. (Native of village Hambal,
Dist Doda) who left for heavenly
abode on 07-10-2024 at 6.30 P.M. ]
TENTH DAY will he performed on G
16-10-2024 Wednesday at 10.30 AM
at our residencea.

KRIYA will be performed on
19-10-2024 Saturday at 10.00 AM at
our residence.

GRIEF STRICKEM:-

Baughler's and Son-in Law:- Indif Katoch, Vibha Saini & Anjana Katoch, Anessh V'

Sister and Brothers: - Vaishno Kakech, Ramcha ndar Manhes, Sabsh Chander Manhas
(Grand chikdmn:- Roni, Hansiddh, Siys, Prachi Asrav and Parthiv,

MANHAS FAMILY AND KATOCH FAMILY.
MNITIN KATOCH 9441164644, 9971377909, 9360600481

RASAM PAGRIUTHALA| sl |

With profound grief and sorrow, we regreat|
o inform tha sad demise of our baloved
Sh. Arvind Maini S/o Lt. Shri Ram Maini
Rio Hari Mohalla Surankote Distt Poonch,
who left for heaverly abode on 2-10-2024,
Rasam PagrilUthala will be paformad on
18-10-2024 (Friday) at Krishan Mandir neas
Bus Stand Surankcte from 3 PM to 4 PM.
Deeply Missed & Remembered by:

Smt. Asha Maini- Wile

Brother & Bhabhi

Smt. Shashl Bala &Ashok Maini

Son & Daughte rdndaw

Smt. Sunaina & Vikas Maini {Vicky)

Son & Daughterdndaw

Smt. Anu & Vishal Maini (Rockey)

Smit. Sonam & Sachin Maini - Son & Daughter-sn-law

& Malhotra Family, Chadha Family, Oberol Family, Behel Family,
Anand Family & Gupta Family.

Grand Children : Vani, Siya, Ridhi, Kaniya, Shravani, Bhuvik, Pragyan,
IFH NO: 9140880882, TO0B4TBO38, 9858624123

i 3
SMT. CHANDRAKANTA
KATOCH

Sh. Arvind Maini

OBITUARY /TENTH DAY KRIYA|

With deep sorow and regret, we inform
you abolit the sad demise of our beloved
Smit. Nancy Ji Trisal (Kaushalya), Wro
Sh. Roshan Lal Trisal at 5 143, Lane 23,
Jagti Colany. Nagrota, Jammu.
Mourning is being cobserved at the
Community Hall, behind Lane 7 and Lana
8, Jaghi Colory, Magrota, Jammi. |
The 10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed
on Sunday, 20th October 2024, at 9 AM al
Muthi Ghat, near the Directorate of School

Smit. Naney Ji Trisal

Zh. Roaehan La| Trieal {Husbamnd) (Kaushalya)

Daughter & Son-in-law

Mrs. Sweety & M. Sanjay Har

Mre. Ritw & Mr. Sumeat Slathia

Son & Daughter-in-law

Me. Aghleh & Mre. Karuna Trissl

Mr. Rajsh & Mrs. Marnrita Trisal

Sampat Trisal Wali, Koul, Harjura, Peor, Misri, Saraf, Kuchroo, Kar and Slathia Parivars.
CONTACT NUMBERS:

TEBOET TEI6, 9810555939, B8 99T 10822, 9810225030, 9858110000

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA/ UTHALA

With prefound grief and somow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Smt. Ritu
Devi W/o Sh. Harsh Kumar who |ait for
heavenly abode on 8-10-24.

10TH DAY will be pefformed on 17-10- E-9
2024 (Thursday) at Hanuman Mandir] .
(Digiana Puli) at 11 AM.
KRIYA will be held om 19-10-2024
(Saturday) al our residence at Ranl Talab
Digiana Jammu. .
UTHALA will be on 18-10-2024 Saturdayl."

L 1
B i
at Hanuman Mandr at 4 PM. SMT. RITU DEVI
GRIEF STRICKEN

Sk Utarn Lal Gupts & Smi. Babli Devi - Jeth & Jethani

Sh. Sarpeavan Gupta & Smt. Anita Devi «beth & Jethani

Zh. Marindar Kumar & Smt. Shalu Gupla -Devar & Devarani

Sk Kamlesh Kumari & 3h. Surinder Kumar - Sisier & Brothe sin-law

Sh. Bodh Raj & Late Smt Darshna Devi <€hacha & Chachi

Sh. Dewan Chand & Smt Raksha Devi Chacha & Chachi

Mrs. Muskan Matajn & Mr. Mikhil Gandotra -Daughter & Son-in-law

Me. Mowil Ma hajan - Son

Jiare- Grand Child

MOB: 7RE06E6356, 9419230952

CHOUBARSI

[Choubarsi of our teloved Late Smi. Neha Rani Datta
Wio Late Sh. Sanjeev Datta (Pinoe) Drabta Wale who had
axpired on 311902020, will be pefomed an 1710/2024.
Amambh of Shri Ramayan Akhand Path wil be on
1BM0GA0Z4 at 8 .00 am ard Bhog of the Path will be an
1T V024 at BOD am on Thusday Afler Bhog the
Choubarsiwil be pafomed at our esdencs Ho.No, 482,
Shanti Pum m, Lower Raop Nagar (Muthi) Jamemu,
(GRIEF STRICKEN

Warun & Tarun Datta - Sons
Miss Sorali Data - Daughter
Brother in-laws & Sisterin-lyws

Bk Guishan Kurer Data & Smil. Sudesh Datta
Bk Kewal Datta & Smt. Rekha Datta

Late Smt. Neha Rani
Datta (Rani)

Sh. Maresh Chander (Faj) & Smt Shakunta Devi
Sistar-inclaws & Brother-in-laws

Smit. Shakuntla Devi & Sh Mohinder Kumar Bal
Smt. Shama Rani & Sh Kudeep Bakshi

Smit. Pawana Bakshi Mob. Nos.: 94191848037, 0143421758

SHADMOS AND MASWAR

{(NOBLE SOUL NEVER DIES)

'With profound grief and sorrow, we would llke|
to inform that rituals for Shadmos and
Maswar of our beloved Late Smi Phoola
Karwani (Saba Ji) Wfo Shiban Krishen
Pandita will ba performed on 16th Oct and”
17th Oct 2024 respeciively al her residence
Sharika Vihar House/Door Mo, 40138 Sec-2
Lower Roop Nagar Jammu,

DEEFLY REMEMBERED BY

Smit Somawall (Bangashi) Mother in law

Sn S K Pandita (Husband)

(Daughter and Son-4n-daw)

Priyanka and Navneat Agnihotri
(Siter-in-law and Bratherdndaw)

Mimmala and Avtar Knshen Koul

Ashima Agnihatri - Grand Daughter

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

Late Smt Phoola
Karwani
{Saba Ji)

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”




Top News of J&K

Jammu, Wednesday, October 16, 2024

LOCAL/ ADVT

Uphold peace initiatives set by Modi
Govt in J&K: Kavinder to Omar Govt

NC should not implement agenda of releasing stone

pelters, as promised during el

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16:
Senior BJP leader and
former Deputy Chief
Minister, Kavinder Gupta
expressed hope that the
new government led by
Omar Abdullah will con-
tinue to uphold the peace
initiatives established by
the Modi government in
the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement issued
today, the BJP stalwart
emphasized “Omar
Abdullah has taken oath
as the first Chief Minis-
ter of the Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory,
and we hope that his
administration will not
implement the agenda of
releasing stone pelters,
as was promised during
the election campaign.”
He further added that the
government must coop-
erate with the Centre
to ensure the region
remains peaceful and
secure, continuing the
trajectory set by the Modi
government.

The senior BJP leader
underscored the need
for balanced develop-
ment across all regions
and communities. He
noted that previous
governments led by the
National Conference
and Congress had a
history of discriminat-
ing against Jammu and
Ladakh, favoring certain
areas over others. “The
Modi government has
demonstrated a model of
inclusive development,
ensuring that no section
of society or region is left
behind. We hope that the

new NC-Congress coali-
tion will adopt a simi-
lar approach and work
towards the holistic prog-
ress of Jammu, Kashmir,
and Ladakh,” he said.

Kavinder reiterated
that the priority should
be on development,
peace, and security. He
urged the newly formed
government to focus on
enhancing infrastructure,
boosting tourism, and
creating job opportunities
for the youth in Jammu
and Kashmir. He said that
any attempt to appease
disruptive elements could

ction campaigns

undo the progress made
in recent years, and it is
crucial for the administra-
tion to act responsibly.

The former deputy Chief
Minister hoped that the
new government would
live up to the expectations
of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. “The onus
is now on the new gov-
ernment to ensure that
their actions align with
the aspirations of the
people. We look forward
to a government that puts
the welfare of the citizens
first, without bias or par-
tiality,” he added.

Shiv Sena state, district units dissolved,

executive committee formed

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: Shiv
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit today orga-
nized an introspection
meeting regarding the
results of the assembly
elections, in which it was
unanimously decided to
dissolve the state and
district units and form
an executive commit-
tee. Along with this, best
wishes were given to
the Omar government
formed in the state and
a demand was made
to give equal rights to
Jammu.

In a meeting held under
the chairmanship of state
chief Manish Sahni in
the party state central

office, the state and
district units have been
dissolved with imme-
diate effect as per the
instructed of the party
high command. Along
with this, an 11-member
executive committee has
been formed.

On the recommenda-
tions of this committee,

the state and district
units will soon be reorga-
nized and candidates for
the upcoming local body
and panchayat elections
will be selected. Sahni,
while wishing the Omar
government in the state,
demanded to increase
mutual brotherhood in
both Jammu and Kash-

mir divisions and to give
equal rights to Jammu.
Meenakshi Chhibber,
Baby Kaul, Vikas Bakshi,
Sanjeev Kohli, Balwant
Singh, Jai Bharat, Rajesh

Jandial, Dr. Bharat
Gupta, Raj Singh, Malik
Bashir, Geeta Lakhotra
have been included in
the executive committee.

Discussion held between CEC Tashi Gyalson and
aditional Archery Society of India

Delegation from Tr

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 16: Chair-
man/CEC Adv. Tashi
Gyalson, LAHDC Leh
was called upon by a
delegation from the Tradi-
tional Archery Society of
India led by former CEC,
Patron Rigzin Spalbar,
with President Tsering
Angchuk and other exec-
utive members.

The delegation had
returned from the World
Nomad Games held in
Astana, Kazakhstan,
where they represent-
ed India in traditional
archery competitions.
During the meeting, they
shared their experiences
and insights from the
event, emphasizing the
need to preserve and

promote the rich tradition
of archery in India and in
Ladakh.

Key discussions includ-
ed the need to take pro-
active measures to pre-
vent the decline of this
cultural heritage. The del-
egation highlighted the
importance of develop-

ing proper archery infra-
structure, including the
establishment of a dedi-
cated archery stadium at
the UT level. This facility
would not only accom-
modate local events but
also enable the hosting of
national and international
competitions.

LG Manoj Sinha extends
greetings to NSG personnel
on NSG Raising Day

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 16:
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir,
Manoj Sinha, extended
his heartfelt greetings
to all National Security
Guard (NSG) personnel
and their families on the
occasion of NSG Rais-
ing Day.

In his message, he
saluted the bravery and
dedication of the elite
force, known as the
“Black Cats,” and com-
mended their unwaver-

ing commitment to safe-
guarding the nation.

“| salute our brave NSG
black cats for their com-
mitment, dedication &
selfless service to the
nation. Their determi-
nation, courage and
supreme sacrifice to
safeguard the country
from all threats are com-
mendable,” Sinha stated
as per news agency
KINS. The NSG, formed
to combat terrorism and
handle high-risk security
tasks, continues to be a
pillar of national security.

Top News Report

Leh, Oct 16: Chair-
man/CEC Adv. Tashi
Gyalson, LAHDC Leh
was called upon by a
delegation from Rang-
dum. During the meet-
ing, the delegation
expressed their sincere
gratitude for the recent
formation of the Zans-

The delegation also
held a discussion that,
much like Kazakhstan,
Ladakh also has the
potential to become a hub
for traditional archers,
linking sports, culture,
tourism, and tradition.
They urged the council
to support the develop-
ment of these initiatives,
which could significantly
contribute to the region’s
cultural identity and eco-
nomic growth.

CEC assured the dele-
gation of its support and
willingness to enhance
the archery infrastructure
in Ladakh. The council
will assist in taking nec-
essary steps to promote
this traditional sport,
ensuring its vibrant future
in the region.

kar district, highlighting
its significance for local
governance and devel-
opment.

In addition to this,
various other important
issues of the community
were also discussed.
CEC Tashi Gyalson
assured assistance in
addressing the issues
raised by the delegation.
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Son rises on the political Horizon of J&K

EDITORIAL

New Government in
Jammu & Kashmir

he Omar Abdullah-led government

I in Jammu and Kashmir Union Ter-

ritory is marking a significant chap-

ter in the region’s political history. As the

youngest Chief Minister in the history of J&K

atthe age of 38, Omar Abdullah’s tenure was

characterized by a mix of challenges and

achievements in governance, social issues,
and political dynamics.

Omar Abdullah is a member of the National
Conference (NC), a party with deep roots
in J&K’s political landscape, historically
known for advocating for the interests of
the region’s populace.

The government was formed with high
hopes for improving governance, address-
ing issues of unemployment, and fostering
a climate of peace and reconciliation.

During his earlier tenure and CM, Omar
Abdullah launched several initiatives aimed
at improving governance and develop-
ment. One of the hallmark projects was the
‘Jammu & Kashmir Urban Sector Develop-
ment Investment Program’, which aimed
to enhance urban infrastructure in major
cities. He emphasized the need for develop-
ment in rural areas, advocating for better
connectivity and facilities to improve the
quality of life.

Omar’s government also made significant
strides in the field of education. The ‘Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan’ was actively implement-
ed to promote universal education. Special
focus was given to improving the enroll-
ment rates of girls in schools, with various
schemes aimed at reducing dropout rates.

The recent establishment of a new govern-
ment in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) Union
Territory marks a significant milestone in
the region’s political landscape. Following a
period of direct central rule, the formation
of this government reflects the aspirations
of the people for democratic representation
and effective governance.

The new government, formed after the
2024 elections, brings together a coalition of
local parties, aiming to address the unique
challenges faced by the region.

The elections were held in a politically
charged atmosphere, with various parties
promising development, stability, and a
focus on the needs of the local population.

The results indicated a shift towards
regional parties, reflecting the public’s
desire for leadership that understands the
socio-political complexities of J&K.

One of the primary mandates of the new
government is to prioritize development
and infrastructure. Leaders have committed
to revamping essential services such as edu-
cation, healthcare, and public infrastructure.
The government plans to implement various
schemes aimed at improving connectivity,
particularly in rural areas, to ensure that
development reaches every corner of the
Union Territory.

The new government will redress the
importance of employment generation, par-
ticularly for the youth.

Given J&K’s history of unrest, the new gov-
ernment faces the critical challenge of main-
taining peace and security while addressing
the genuine grievances of the people.

Social cohesion remains a vital concern in
J&K. By promoting initiatives that celebrate
the region’s diverse cultural heritage, the
government must aims to strengthen social
bonds and reduce polarization.

The new government in J&K faces a com-
plex array of challenges, from political and
social unrest to economic instability. How-
ever, there are high expectations from the
local populace for effective governance and
accountability. The administration’s success
will depend on its ability to navigate these
challenges while maintaining transparency
and engaging with the public.

As the government embarks on this jour-
ney, the hope is that it will pave the way for
a brighter future for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, fostering an environment of
peace, stability, and development. The com-
mitment to addressing the unique needs
of the region will be crucial in shaping its
legacy in the years to come.

By: Omkar Dattatray

Mind I am not writing about the

Sun of the cosmos and Sky with

which you are conversant I am
saying about the son Omar Abdullah
who is the scion of Abdullah family
who has risen to power in the JK UT
as the first chief minister.

The clouds of political uncertain-
ty have ended with the successful
conduct of the Assembly polls after
a long pause/gap of 10 long years
.The outcome of the crucial polls has
gone in favor of NC-Congress alliance
with Omar Abdulla all set to become
the first chief minister of the Union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir.The
scion of Abdullah dynasty Omar will
become chief minister of J&K after the
scrapping of controversial Article 370.
But the chief minister Abdullah has to
tread a tightrope between delivering
on the assurances,commitments and
promises he made in the poll mani-
festo and not crossing the red line or
Laxman Rekha set by the centre.It was
the fateful day of counting October
8,when crackers lit up the skies above
the residence of Abdullah’s that is
40-Gupkar Road Srinagar .The tradi-
tional and mainstream party National
Conference -NC led by its president
Farooq Abdullah and his son Omar
Abdulla who is the vice-president of
NC have won a historical & decisive
mandate surprising one and all even
the NC activists and its opponents.
The NC won a record 42 seats out of
51 seats it contested in the 90 member
assembly of Jammu and Kashmir.The
state is set for Omar who is 54 years
old scion of the Abdullah clan ,to
assume power in J&K ,thus ending
political uncertainty and vacuum in
the Himalayan region that is Jammu
and Kashmir.The post -victory
responses indicate the celebrations
are mixed with a sense of forebod-
ing and because for a reason.Now the

decks have cleared after the revoca-
tion of the presidential rule in J&K
and now Omar can be sworn in any
time.But the swearing in ceremony
will be different from 2009 as this time
he will take reins in the backdrop of
different political and geographical
conditions as J&K is not same as in
past,it is a UT and its borders are
also changed as it does not include
Ladakh anymore as it is a separate
UT carved from Jammu and Kashmir.
Thus the erstwhile state was down-
graded and bifurcated into two UT’s
of Jammu &Kashmir and Ladakh in
August 2019 by the Modi govern-
ment.Besides,the article 370 and 35
A of the constitution giving special
status and position to the state were
abrogated on 5 August 2019.Thus
Omar Abdullah will be a chief minis-
ter of different Jammu and Kashmir
politically ,constitutionally and insti-
tutionally.Omar has to tread his path
of governance cautiously and careful-
ly because any mistake can cost him
dearly.He has to balance his delivery
on promises made by him and his NC
with the overall commitments of the
GOLIn fact Omar will have to tread
a tightrope ,between addressing the
hopes and expectations of the gull-
ible people of Jammu and Kashmir
and not crossing the red lines that
is the Laxman Rekha drawn by the
centre.Omar in the changed scenario
cannot afford to annoy and displease
the Delhi darbar.One one side the
new chief minister has to keep Delhi
pleased and on the other side he has
to keep his coalition partners in good
mood.Thus his governance this time
will not be easy but will be most chal-
lenging and cumbersome task.Any
mis -step can cost Omar dearly and
he will have to repent later.Omer has
more or less to govern and function
in a tailor made situation.Therefore it
is good and politically wise for Omar
not to take cudgels with the centre

government and take LG of the UT
in confidence before embarking on
governance and taking major politi-
cal decisions.Omar has to maintain
good and cordial relations and laison
with the LG as well as with the centre
government to be seated in the cov-
eted chair of chief minister.He cannot
take the risk of taking confrontation
with the centre government and he
should try to sail the governance ship
of Jammu and Kashmir to safe shore
and destination.Omar cannot afford
to be at daggers drawn with the
centre government and he should not
tread path like chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal of Delhi who always took
cudgels with the LG of the UT Delhi
and the Modi government &this has
badly affected governance there and
the sufferers were the people of Delhi.
Now Kejriwal is counseling Omar
and is asking him to take the advice
from him to government JK like a
half state. Without going into offers
of Kejriwal Omar after taking chair
of chief minister should not pursue
controversial issues like Article 370
and 35 A and press for their restora-
tion as the stand of centre government
and Omar Abdullah is different.So
far as the issue of restoration of state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir is con-
cerned ,he should not take any step
in haste rest he will have to repent.
GOl is committed to the restoration of
full statehood to Jammu and Kashmir
and the centre will restore statehood
at the appropriate time and the UT
government of NC-Congress alliance
and its captain should give time to
the centre government to restore and
it should not be in hurry to press for
the restoration of statehood.Because
statehood to J&K will be restored defi-
nitely by the Modi government and
NC-Congress alliance government
should stop taking political mileage
out of this issue concerning the people
of the UT.Omar should begin his new

Why are Indian students choosing YouTube

By: Vijay GarG

few years ago, most

students would use

ooks as their primary

source of information. But now,

it seems that the default source of

knowledge is YouTube. So, what

could have changed in the last
few years?

Let me begin with an anecdote.
Vijay GarG recently asked a ques-
tion related to the working of a
particular equipment being used
by the student to carry out an
experiment in the laboratory. The
student, very confidently, gave a
detailed answer that was com-
pletely incorrect in that it defied
basic principles of physics. Vijay
GarG was a bit perplexed since
an answer like this is unlikely to
be based simply on the student’s
understanding but had to be from
some book. So, I asked him which
book had this explanation. After
some hesitation, he sheepishly
said it was from a YouTube video.

later discovered this was not an
isolated case — most students
were now relying on YouTube
instead of books for learning.
Since there is no reason to believe
that the sample of students in a
large university like Delhi Uni-
versity, catering to students from
all over the country, is somehow
unique, one can argue that this
trend is found among students in
other places, too.

Interestingly, this is a fairly
recent phenomenon. A few years
ago, most students would use
books as their primary source of
information. But now, it seems
that the default source of knowl-
edge is YouTube. So, what could

have changed in the last few
years? I don’t think we can know
the answer for certain but there
are some plausible hypotheses
that we could consider in trying
to understand this change. The
Covid-19 pandemic forced most
education to move online. This
was disastrous for various rea-
sons as far as learning was con-
cerned. Access to a device for
attending online classes and the
internet bandwidth required
were initial problems. Also, to
be effective, online pedagogical
methods need to be substantial-
ly different from chalk-and-talk
teaching, and we teachers were
simply not prepared for it.

Ultimately, most students did
manage to get access to a smart-
phone simply because online
instruction went on for almost
two years. The fall in the cost of
data because of a new entrant
in the mobile phone space also
played a role — since video needs
high bandwidth, affordable data
facilitated this transition.

This is only part of the story.
What we still need to understand
is why the students have not gone
back to books now that online
instruction has been replaced
by regular teaching. The high
price of books is certainly not
the reason, since most students
stopped buying hard copies of
books a while ago. For the tena-
cious surfer, any book is available
for free-of-cost download on the
Internet. However, consulting
the soft copies on their phones or
laptops is also not very prevalent
among students.

One reason is the change in
attitudes among large sections

of the current generation of
students. This Instagram gen-
eration spends a large fraction of
their time viewing reels on their
phones. Their attention span is,
by default, limited to a few min-
utes. Reading, at best, is limited
to posts of a few lines.

Given this preference for visual
media, one can ask why students
are not taking excellent online
courses but instead opting for
YouTube videos put out by
amateurs. After all, several uni-
versities in the West have put
their courses online, and these
are of excellent quality and free
to download. In addition, the
National Programme on Technol-
ogy Enhanced Learning (NPTEL)
offers some outstanding courses
free of cost.

The problem is twofold. First,
the lectures offered by univer-
sities and those on NPTEL are
usually intimidating for many
students. This is simply because
these lectures assume a basic
understanding and prior knowl-
edge of the subject, which most
students feel they lack. The cours-
es are also rigorous and demand-
ing of their time and attention,
which they are reluctant to put in.

There is also the issue of lan-
guage. This is true not just for
students who haven’t had their
education in English, but also
for those who might have been
taught in English because com-
prehension of spoken English is
challenging for many students.
These students find it hard to
fully understand even an offline
lecture delivered in English.
However, in that case, the teach-
er can typically explain using the

innings on a positive and happy note
and desist from raising controversial
issue just after assuming power as it
may cost him dearly.Soon after get-
ting the hint that NC-Congress alli-
ance will win the strong mandate in
the assembly elections to form the
government,NC leaders expressed
their view that their coalition govern-
ment should have congenial relations
with the centre government.But the
fact remains that the ride to power
and the road is bumpy as the two
sides have altogether different and
divergent stand on the controversial
issue of article 370.The restoration
of Article 370 was one of the main
planks of the NC'’s poll promises and
Omar has said that the first thing for
his coalition government would be
passing of the resolution in favor of
the restoration of article 370.However
the BJP government of the centre is
most unlikely to restore Artcicle 370
as it is their stand and ideology to
abrogate controversial Article 370 and
Modi government will not restore it
come what may.Thus it is better for
the Omar government to put it on
hold and not to press for it as it has
the potential of straining and souring
the relations between Omar and the
centre which will not be in the inter-
est of the public of J&K.So new gov-
ernment of Omar should concentrate
on delivering on the mundane issues
concerning roads,schools,health
,hygiene,price rise,employment and
the like so that people will heave a
sigh of relief. Therefore Omar should
try sincerely to provide the civic
necessities to the people and not
begin his innings on a negative note.

(The author is a
columnist,social and KP
activist)

over textbooks

vernacular so that at least the
essential concept gets through.
This is not an option with online
lectures.

On YouTube, you can find
videos, which, if not in the ver-
nacular, are typically delivered
bilingually and in a non-intimi-
dating manner. The students feel
comfortable with the format of
short videos, which they think
gives them the essence of the
topic. Given the popularity of
such videos, the search algorithm
throws them up as top results in
any search, which makes them
more popular, thus increasing
their algorithmic ranking even
further.

I tried to explain to the student
taking the viva why he should use
books rather than unverified con-
tent on YouTube and he listened
patiently. But, from his manner,
it was clear that I was wasting my
time. What this paucity of sus-
tained attention, capacity to con-
centrate, and low reading skills
holds for our future, only time
will tell. Perhaps the Twitter/
Insta generation may not need
these as tools like ChatGPT might
be enough.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist street kour
Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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Inter-Division UT Level Gricket U/17 Boys
tournament commences

Top News Report

KATHUA, Oct 16: The
Inter-Division UT Level
Cricket U/17 Boys tour-
nament commenced
today at Sports Stadium
Kathua, running from
October 16 to October
18, 2024. Organized by
the Department of Youth
Services and Sports
under the direction of
Rajinder Singh Tara,
Director General of Youth
Services and Sports, J&K
UT, the event showcases
young talent as part of the
annual sports calendar.

Today’s chief guest,
Mangat Ram Sharma,

RK Uppal receives Swami Vivekananda
Adarsh Ratna Award-2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Wellness Foundation
Trust has awarded Dr.
Uppal, Principal of GGS
College of Manage-
ment and Technology,
the Swami Vivekananda
Adarsh Ratna Award
-2024.

As an academician and
researcher, Dr. Uppal
was highly regarded by
the director and founder
of this organization.

Dr. Uppal’s outstanding
contributions to education
are a source of inspiration
for all of us.

Dr. Rajinder Kumar
Uppal, a distinguished
Emeritus Professor and
acclaimed academician,
currently serves as Prin-

Namish Gupta of DPS Jammu excels
in inter-division UT level handball

Chief Education Officer
of Kathua, alongside
the Guest of Honour,
the principal of Gouvt
Girls Higher Secondary

!

cipal at GGS College of
Management and Tech-
nology, Gidderbaha.

A Research Professor
at the Indian Institute of
Finance, he holds the
prestigious position of
MTC Global Chair Pro-
fessor of Banking and
Finance. Born in a modest
setting near Bhatinda Dis-
trict, Punjab, Dr. Uppal’s

competition 2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16:
Namish Gupta (VII-F), a
student of Delhi Public
School Jammu brought
laurels to the school and
his parents by clinching
Runners-up position in
Inter-Division U.T Level
Handball Competition
2024 organized by the
Directorate of Youth Ser-
vices & Sports, J&K. The
competition was held at
Mini Stadium, Udhampur
from 4-5 October, 2024.

Namish participated in

Short-Term Training Program on Mathematlcal
Methods inaugurated at SMVDU

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 16: A
weeklong Short-Term
training program (STTP)
on Mathematical Meth-
ods inaugurated at Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity (SMVDU).

The program is being
organized by UGC-
Malviya Mission Teach-
er Training Centre,
SMVDU. During the
inaugural function Prof.
Pragati Kumar, Vice
Chancellor, SMVDU
highlighted the signifi-
cance of Mathematics in
various fields of Science
and Engineering.

Prof. Pragati Kumar
also talked about some
of emerging methods in
Mathematical Sciences
such as fuzzy method-
ologies, chaos, fractals,
etc., which have imme-
diate real-time applica-
tions.

The chief guest further
motivated the partici-
pants to take the advan-
tage of this STTP in their
teaching and research.

Prof. Suparn Kumar
Sharma, Director,
MMTTC, SMVDU
addressed the partici-
pants about various pro-
grams and departments
at the University, various
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U-14 age category and
have also been qualified
for the National Level
Handball Competition
to be held later. He had

programs being conduct-
ed by MMTTC-SMVDU
and essential require-
ments for getting the
certification of the STTP.

Prof. Sharma has
also motivated the par-
ticipants for sincere and
active participation for
effective and mutual
learning. Dr. Surender
Singh, Faculty member,
School of Mathematics
and Coordinator of the
STTP briefed the partici-
pants about the program.

Dr. Sandeep Bhougal,
Assistant Professor,
School of Mathematics
proposed the vote of
thanks. Director, MMTTC
appreciated the efforts of
the organizing Team of
the STTP and conveyed
his thanks to the admin-
istration for their support
to organize this STTP.

A total of 106 Faculty
Members from 25 States
and UTs across India
have been shortlisted out
of 350 applicants.

The program is aimed
to focus on interdisciplin-
ary and multidisciplinary
aspects of Mathematical
Methods in line with NEP
2020. Resource persons
from IITs, NITs, reputed
Central and State Uni-
versities have been invit-
ed to conduct sessions in

School Kathua, high-
lighted the significance
of sportsmanship in their
addresses. They encour-
aged players to embody

journey from humble
beginnings to scholarly
heights underscores his
unwavering passion for
knowledge and learning.
He embarked on his aca-
demic career at D.A.V.
College, Malout in 1987
as a part-time lecturer,
ascending to his current
eminent role through
dedication and scholarly
prowess.

A prolific writer and
mentor, he has authored
numerous scholarly works
and serves as a frequent
reviewer, discussant, and
session chair for profes-
sional organizations. His
visionary leadership and
scholarly endeavors con-
tinue to inspire and shape
the academic landscape
in Finance.

also received participa-
tion certificate.

The esteemed man-
agement of DPS Jammu,
Hon’ble President-RCT,
Ajatshatru Singh, Pro
VC- Dr. Ritu Singh,
Director- S.S Sodhi
along with Principal-DPS
Jammu, Ruchi Chabra
and staff congratulated
Namish and his parents
for brilliant performance
in the event.

They also extended
their best wishes to him
for all his future endeav-
ours.

this training program of
faculty members.

At the completion of
STTP, the participants
are expected to update
their knowledge and
skills for teaching and
research.

the true spirit of the game.

DYSSO Kathua, Sunil
Singh Sambyal, extend-
ed a warm welcome to
the chief guests and

participants. The open-
ing match saw Division
Jammu win the toss and
choose to bat first, scor-
ing 84 runs before being
bowled out in 17.1 overs.
The second inning was
ongoing as updates were
being reported.

The tournament is being
conducted under the care-
ful supervision of DYSSO
Kathua, along with other
key officials including
ZPEO Barnoti Pardeep
Singh, Activity Incharge
Dharminder Singh Shally,
and Parveen Singh
Lakhanpuria, along with
the dedicated field staff of
District Kathua.

Trikuta Nagar Traders
- Association felicitates
Dr. Narinder Singh

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Trikuta Nagar Trad-
ers Association, led by
its President and BJP
Leader Abhinav Anand,
felicitated Dr. Narinder
Singh, MLA of RS
Pura Jammu South
and National Secre-
tary of BJP, in a special
event held at RS Pura,
Jammu.

Top News Report

The association
extended their best
wishes to Dr. Singh for
his future endeavors,
recognizing his contri-
butions and leadership.

Prominent individu-
als present at the
event included Harveer
Madaan and Rishiv Kolo
Choudhary, who joined
in expressing their sup-
port and good wishes
for Dr. Narinder Singh.

JKBS congrats CM Omar Abdullah,
Dy CM Surinder Choudhary, others on
taking oath of ofﬁce

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Batwal Sabha members
who joined their General
Secretary R L.Kaith at
Surya Vihar here today,
wholeheartedly congrat-
ulated Omar Abdullah
and Surinder Choud-
hary on taking oath as
the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory Govern-
ment, respectively.

Members also con-
gratulated Javed Rana,
Sakina Itoo, Javed
Ahmed Dar and Satish

Sharma, who took oath
as Ministers in the Gov-
ernment.

Members wished all
to take the Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory
to a new height of prog-
ress and development
under their dynamic and

decisive leadership.

Members included
Subedar Baldev Chand
Sandhu (Retd), Havildar
Des Raj Kaith (Retd),
Darshan Kumar Bassa,
Tilak Raj Bassa, Jag-
dish Raj Kaith and many
others.

JKAKA forms Sub-Committees for

promotion of Kabaddi

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Jammu & Kashmir
Amateur Kabaddi Asso-
ciation (J&KAKA) has
announced the formation
of various sub-commit-
tees aimed at promoting
Kabaddi throughout the
region.

Under the leadership of
General Secretary Kul-
deep Kumar Gupta and
President Anil Gupta,
this initiative seeks to
foster a sense of commu-
nity within the Kabaddi
family and encourage the
growth of local talent, par-
ticularly in rural areas.

Recognizing the enthu-
siasm for Swadeshi Khel-
Khel Kabaddi, the asso-
ciation aims to inspire
local leaders—including
MLAs, District Develop-
ment Council members,

and Sarpanches—to sup-
port and sponsor Kabaddi
teams in their respective
areas, both for boys and
girls.

The newly formed com-
mittees comprise experi-
enced members who will
oversee different aspects
of the sport. The Tech-
nical Committee will be
chaired by Ajay Gupta,
with Mir Alam serving
as the convener. The
Referees Board will be
headed by Anil Gupta,
with Sanjeet Kumar as
the convener. Other key
committees include the
Disciplinary Committee,
chaired by Bhopinder
Singh Tirthi, and the Con-
stitution Committee, led
by Anil Padha.

Additionally, the asso-
ciation has established
an Anti-Doping Commit-
tee chaired by Sandeep

Singh and a Women’s
Commission headed by
Radha Bakshi. Various
other committees have
also been formed to focus
on specific areas such as
Beach Style and Circle
Style Kabaddi, as well as
rules, program develop-
ment, and ethics. Each
committee features a
chairman and a convener,
ensuring experienced
oversight.

This initiative is set
to enhance the infra-
structure and visibility of
Kabaddi in Jammu and
Kashmir, with a strong
focus on nurturing
young talent and engag-
ing the community. The
J&KAKA's efforts reflect a
commitment to promoting
Kabaddi as a vital sport
in the region, fostering
a spirit of teamwork and
competition among youth.

- NMOPS extends
congratulations to
new J&K Govt

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16:
National Movement For
Old Pension Scheme
(NMOPS) extended
congratulations to Omar
Abdullah, Chief Minister,
and Surinder Choud-
hary, Deputy Chief Min-
ister along with Council
of Ministers on forming
the new government in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Mohammad Ashraf
Sheikh UT President,
Hilal Ahmed Baba
Chairman, Vishal
Manhas Sr Vice Presi-
dent, Syed Muneer Hus-
sain Vice President,
Dheeraj Choudhary
Vice President, Mohan
Singh General Secre-
tary, Raman Sharma-
Treasurer, Dr Karamjeet
Singh Chief Coordina-
tor, Tarun Gupta Provin-
cial President in a joint

statement expressed
their optimism that the
newly formed govern-
ment will address the
long-standing demand
of NPS employees to
restore the old pension
scheme in the Union Ter-
ritory of J&K.

“We have high expec-
tations that the new
government will resolve
our pending and genu-
ine demand” they stated.
“We look forward to
working closely with the
government to ensure
the welfare of employees
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“We do hope that the
expectations and hope
of nps employees will b
the priority of new govt to
ensure the old age secu-
rity of nps employees
who are waiting since
long for the restoration
of old pension scheme,”
they added.

Omar likely to hold first cabinet
meeting tomorrow

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 16:
Omar Abdullah, who was
sworn in as the first Chief
Minister of the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir today, is set
to convene his govern-
ment’s first cabinet meet-
ing tomorrow.

The resolution call-
ing for the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s
statehood is likely to be
passed unanimously
during the session.

The resolution will rein-
force the government’s
commitment to press
the central government
for the reinstatement of
full statehood, a demand
that has gained momen-
tum across political lines
since the revocation of
Article 370 in 2019.

Omar Abdullah, the
leader of the National
Conference (NC), took

Chandel addresses challenges faced
by Valmiki Communlty

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: During
the Valmiki Prakat Utsav,
Raju Chandel, National
President of the Rash-
triya Valmiki Sena and a
prominent Hindu leader,
expressed deep concern
over the treatment of the
Valmiki community within
the broader framework
of Sanatan Dharma. He
emphasized that Lord
Valmiki’s monumental
contribution in compos-
ing the Ramayana pre-
dates the birth of Lord
Shri Ram, highlighting
that without Valmiki, the
understanding of Sanatan
Dharma and the signifi-
cance of Lord Ram might
have been lost.

Chandel criticized the
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Akhada Parishad of San-

atan Dharma for not rec-
ognizing the Akhada for
the descendants of Lord
Valmiki, despite acknowl-
edging all 13 Akhadas,
including that of Hijras.
He questioned why the
Valmiki community, which
has historically faced dis-
crimination, has not been
afforded the same recog-
nition.

Reflecting on the ongo-

ing marginalization since
the Treta Yuga, Chandel
noted that even 75 years
post-independence, the
Akhada Parishad has yet
to acknowledge the Valmi-
ki community. He called
for the establishment of
a dedicated Akhada for
the Valmiki community
and the appointment of
a Mahamandaleshwar,
arguing that this recog-
nition is vital to uphold
the values of Sanatan
Dharma, given that Lord
Valmiki is the author of its
epic Ramayana.
Chandel emphasized
the longstanding com-
mitment of the Valmiki
Kshatriya community to
protect Sanatan Dharma,
recalling their historical
role in defending Hindu

society against invasions.
He pointed out that, even
today, the legacy of their
valor continues to instill
fear in those who oppose
them.

As the celebration of
Lord Valmiki’s legacy con-
tinues, Chandel lamented
that while the current
Bharatiya Janata Party
government claims to
prioritize Dalit and back-
ward communities, the
Akhada Parishad, seen
as the supreme council
of Sanatan Dharma, has
not addressed the needs
of the Valmiki society. His
statements call for great-
er acknowledgment and
support for the Valmiki
community within the
religious and social fabric
of India.

his oath as Chief Min-
ister on Tuesday in a
ceremony presided over
by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha.

Apart from the anticipat-
ed statehood resolution,
the cabinet will also focus
on pressing administra-
tive issues and lay out the
new government’s plans.

The newly-formed gov-
ernment is set to review
major administrative
concerns. Streamlining
governance, addressing
public grievances, and
ensuring transparency in
bureaucratic processes
will be top priorities.

The meeting will review
ongoing development
projects.

The government is
expected to prioritize

improving infrastructure,
healthcare, education,
and employment oppor-
tunities.

The cabinet meeting
marks Omar Abdullah’s
return to leadership after
years of political uncer-
tainty in the Jammu and
Kashmir.

On the day before the
crucial cabinet meeting,
Omar Abdullah is also
scheduled to meet with
secretaries and key offi-
cers in the Civil Secre-
tariat to discuss admin-
istrative and governance
matters. These meetings
are aimed at setting the
tone for his government’s
functioning, ensuring
efficient collaboration
between the executive
and the bureaucracy.
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Yadav were in challlll!lal'll (1) amlmon for MT\' Roadies
A

Every new season of
MTV Roadies is a rites
de passage for Chandi-
garh. The garh of one of
the most popular real-
ity shows of the coun-
try, Roadies, now in its
20th season, stepped
into Chandigarh, bring-
ing along Rannvijay
Singha, Prince Narula,
Neha Dhupia and Elvish
Yadav. The new season
is going to be a fun,
eclectic mix. The show
host Rannvijay was
dressed in a black kurta
pyjama and twinned
with the glamorous
Neha Dhupia. Prince
rocked in a white shirt
and beige jacket, and,
Elvish, though remained
aloof in the cacoph-
ony that surrounded
the stars, managed to
catch the eye in yellow
jacket and yellow shoes
combo!

The four, in tricity for
MTV Roadies Double
Cross auditions, sure
knew how to make the
most of the given situ-
ation. As the scheduled
press conference at
Panchkula was resched-
uled to Dhaba-7, Chan-
digarh at the very
last minute, the team
Roadies and their staff
spread around — Ran-
nvijay took the cubicle
to give quick interviews,
Prince and his team
perched on a truck and
gave bytes, Neha took
one corner and Elvish
another. Between make-
up touches and harsh
lights, they echoed the
same sentiment — the
show must go on.

In its 20th season, the

show saw the return of
Rannvijay and Neha
after four years. The
two, who have associat-
ed with the show for the
longest time, brought a
fresh perspective this
time around. “The audi-
tions are now a well-
oiled machinery. There
are no right or wrong
answers, but how a
contestant expresses
himself or herself is what
we look for,” opened up
Rannvijay, the winner of
Season 1. Reality shows
are often accused of
being scripted! Rannvi-
jay put such rumours to
rest, “What you see on
the show — aggressive
behaviour or exaggerat-
ed reactions is the result
of contestants being put
under pressure. Had
they been such good
actors, they wouldn’t be
working with us.”

Neha is back after the
birth of her second child.
“Over the years, | have
grown and that is going
to reflect in my game,”
said the much-loved
gang leader.

Prince adores Ran-
nvijay. “I find inspiration
in him,” he shared. All
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three of them looked
fitter and fabulous. Ran-
nvijay revealed, “I have
two children, so does
Neha. Prince is going
to be a father soon. My
idea is to defeat my chil-
dren in all games. Prince
and Neha are equally
passionate about fit-
ness.”

The talk veered from
physical health to
mental, and trio talked
about the positive use
of the social media
platforms. “Anybody
making, editing, putting
content on social media
does a lot of work and
we must respect that,”
said Rannvijay. Prince
chimed in, “I recently
saw a video with a
woman in ghoonghat,
and people had posted
vile comments on it. You
don’t know in what cir-
cumstance, with what
resources has one shot
and uploaded; if you
don’t like something,
move ahead please.”
Neha added, “Social
media offers a huge plat-
form to showcase one’s
skills, use it to bring a
positive change in one’s
life.”

Rashmika Mandanna to promote

cyber safety

Rashmika Man-
danna, who fell victim
to a deepfake video
earlier this year, has
been appointed as the
National Ambassador
for the promotion of
cyber safety.

The actress has been
appointed by the Indian
Cybercrime Coordina-
tion Centre of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.
She said as someone
who has experienced
this, she was dedicated
to raising awareness
about these issues.
Rashmika said in a
statement, “Cybercrime
is a dangerous and per-
vasive threat that affects
individuals, businesses
and communities world-
wide. As someone who
has experienced this, |
am dedicated to raising
awareness about these
issues and promoting
the message of cyber
safety to drive positive
change. Itis crucial that
we come together to
combat these threats

and protect our digital
spaces.”

Rashmika will spear-
head nationwide cyber
awareness campaigns
aimed at educating the
public on various cyber-
crime threats, including
online fraud, deepfake
videos, cyber bullying,
and malicious content.

The actress’ deepfake
video started a conver-
sation on the inappro-
priate use of technolo-
gy, prompting numerous
celebrities to voice their
concerns.

In a journey spanning
over eight years, Rash-
mika gainedrecognition
with Pushpa: The Rise.

As they talked about
Roadies and every-
thing else under the
sun, Elvish in a corner
sat and maintained his
composure while Ran-
nvijay played the protec-
tive mentor, “Elvish with
his huge army brings a
different game. He has
his way of approaching
life and the tasks, and
| am sure he will add to
the fun.”

The second season of
Bigg Boss OTT winner
and YouTuber Elvish
Yadav is going to be
the fourth gang leader
and competing against
Prince, Neha and Rhea
Chakraborty. “I haven’t
done any preparation. |
will observe the process
at the personal inter-
views.”

Calling himself an
artiste, Elvish is all set to
make the most of every
opportunity that came
his way. “I am open to
chances and adventure.
| respect people who
think before they act.
That’s wise. But I am not
one-step forward, two-
steps backwards kind
of person. | go with my
instinct.” As much love

that has come his way,
so have brickbats. “My
mantra is to go snooze
when its negative time
on my watch, wake up
and eat when it's posi-
tive.”

Looking for honesty in
his team, Elvish along
with others would be
auditioning in Hyder-
abad and Pune next.
‘Stay true to your char-
acter’... is one tip that
veteran Rannvijay doles
out to the Roadies aspi-
rants...

Elvish engages with
fans at PU

Elvish was in Panjab
University, Chandigarh,
on Monday to interact
with his fans at the Stu-
dent Centre. Known for
his entertaining You-
Tube content and colos-
sal fan-base, Elvish cap-
tivated the crowd, urging
students to join his gang
for the upcoming MTV
Roadies Double Cross
auditions. Elvish was
greeted with high energy
as Rotaractors from the
Rotaract Club SD Col-
lege and Rotaract Club
Chandigarh Himalayan
performed a flash mob,
adding to the excite-
ment. Elvish, who hails
from Wazirabad, Guru-
gram, first gained popu-
larity through his humor-
ous videos and later
soared to new heights
after winning Bigg Boss
OTT 2. In addition to
his digital fame, he has
appeared in popular
music videos like Hum
Toh Deewane, Bolero,
and Rao Sahab Rollin.

‘I am reminded of the fragility of
my body:’ Zeenat Aman mulls over
human relatlonshlps after fall on set

Yesteryear diva
Zeenat Aman on Tues-
day morning said that
she is contemplating
human relationships
and also revealed that
she had a fall on set,
which had left her with
purple bruises.

Zeenat took to Insta-
gram, where she shared
a monochrome picture
of herself dressed in an
off shoulder outfit and
glasses.

Alongside the image,
she wrote: “I am con-
templating human rela-
tionships this morning.

When one is young the
years ahead stretch out
in an endlessly forking
road of possibilities. Old
age seems a distant,
near mythical destina-
tion.”

“Then one morning
you wake up groggy
with creaking joints,
and you realise you'’re
here. That it was never a
long journey, youth just
made you perceive it to
be so. That on a planet
that is 4.5 billion years
old you have snatched a
fleeting moment of con-
sciousness. Now you’re

old and there’s no going
back.”

The actress talked
about a life well-lived.

“And what is there
to show for a life well-
lived? Surely it cannot
be the frivolous pursuit
of clothes or electronics
or money or what have
you. Yes, these can
occupy and enable our
lives to an extent, but
what a tragedy if they
were to define them.”

“The only measure of
meaning | can find is in
the weight of the rela-
tionships we nurture.
To have evoked love,
beauty, camaraderie,
gratitude, compassion,
tenderness. And in turn
to have these invoked in
oneself.”

She then urged to
build bridges and grant
forgiveness wherever it
is needed.

“Life is short. Take it
from an old lady. Build
your bridges, offer your
apologies, speak your
gratitude, express your
love, grant forgiveness
where it's due...”

The actress said that
she fell on a set and got
bruises on her skin.

“| fell while on set on
Sunday evening, and
there are purple bruises
blooming on my skin. |
am reminded of the fra-
gility of my body, and
thus this meditation.
Have a beautiful Tues-
day, everyone. And |
welcome you to share
your story of proffering
or accepting a deep
apology in the com-
ments. It is an under-
rated act.”

The 13th edition of the three-day Khushwant Singh
Literature Festlval takes off in Kasauli on October 18

Thirteen is not often
a number cherished. At
times, it is! As the 13th
edition of the three-day
Khushwant Singh Litera-
ture Festival (KSLF) pre-
pares to roll from Octo-
ber 18, it's time once
again for the Kasauli
Hills to imbibe words
of wisdom, reverberate
each thought and imbue
in the spirit of wise
voices from across the
country.

Amid the serene and
tranquil environs, a
bevy of litterateurs, cul-
tural doyens, thought
leaders and men of dis-
tinction, including Wil-
liam Dalrymple, Imtiaz
Ali, L Subramaniuam,
Amitabh Kant, Anindya
Roy, Devdutt Pattanaik
and Manish Tiwari, are
set to exchange views,
spawn ideas.

As the Chandigarh
Press Club on Tuesday,
during the announce-
ment of the festival, the
director of KSLF, Rahul

Singh, son of renowned

author Khushwant
Singh, jogged down
memory lane as he
shared, “I have fond
memories of the Press
Club. | once served as
the president here in
the years gone by and
am happy to announce
this year’s festival at
this place. It is a grand
celebration of recent
books, a tribute to our
music and much more.
The festival has gone on
for 13 long years, even

Edition

KHUSHWANTSingh
" XASAUL

online during the pan-
demic, and that itself is
testimony enough to our
efforts.”

The theme of this
year’s festival, Resil-
ience and Renewal, is
intended to resonate
deeply with the times
we live in. “The last few
years, as we all know,
have been a tribute to
the enduring human
spirit, its ability to adapt,
overcome and flourish
among challenges. We
are here to celebrate the

same,” he said.
Literature, like life,
is an evolving journey.
“Whether it is through
poetry, storytelling or
debate, resilience finds
its way into our narrative,
offering inspiration that
we all need. The KSLF
is a beacon of optimism.
In the theme, there is an
element of abiding hope,
as we take up a host of
issues, including our
defence forces, ecology,
girl child education and
secularism,” he added.
However, Singh rued
the fact that represen-
tatives from across the
border, Pakistan, are
no longer a part of the
proceedings, “There
are some issues that
prevail, but we need to
build bridges between
nations. Across the
globe, there is instabil-
ity. Dialogue and discus-
sion is the way ahead.
In inclusivity lies the
key to a future filled

with hope. Hatred is
not good, communities
need to stick together;
divisiveness and polari-
sation will never help.”
Promising that Hindi and
Punjabi languages will
be an integral part of the
Festival in the times to
come, he said, “Diverse
languages of India need
to be talked about, cher-
ished. We will focus on it
in the future.”

Not forgetting to thank
the Vianaar Group,
which is into construc-
tion of eco-friendly
homes, and will be an
integral part of the Fes-
tival this time around,
he shared, “The Via-
naar Group, through its
representative Sheetal
Chadha, has come out
in big support and that is
so heartening. Their phi-
losophy is in tune with
the green festival we are
hosting this time.” Time
for some more wise
words!

Bhumika Chawla recalls being replaced by Kareena Kapoor in ‘Jab We Met’

Bhumika Chawla,
best known for her role
as Nirjara in Salman
Khan’s blockbuster film
‘Tere Naam,’ once spoke
about being replaced
in the films ‘Jab We
Met’ and ‘Munna Bhai
MBBS'.

In an interview with
RJ Siddharth Kannan,
the actress shared
that the only time she
felt disappointed was
when Kareena Kapoor
replaced her in Imtiaz
Ali’'s movie ‘Jab We Met.’

Bhumika also revealed

that she was replaced
by Gracy Singh in the
Sanjay Dutt-led project
‘Munna Bhai MBBS'’
Bhumika said, “The
only time | felt bad was
when | signed Jab We
Met and it didn’t happen.
| was the first one, Bobby
(Deol) and me, when it
was called Train. Then,
it was Shahid (Kapoor)
and me, and then Shahid
and Ayesha (Takia), and
then Shahid and Karee-
na (Kapoor). That's how
things happened but it's
okay. | only felt bad once

and then never again
because | just moved
on. | don’t think much
about it.”

She added, “I had
signed up for Munna
Bhai MBBS but it didn’t
happen. Kannathil
Muthamittal with Mani
(Ratnam) sir didn’t
happen.”

She also shared details
of her conversation with
Rajkumar Hirani, where
he reassured her that
her replacement wasn’t
due to any mistakes on
her part.

‘Only felt bad once and then never again because I just moved on,” the actress said

He explained that
decisions like these are
common in the enter-
tainment industry and
often happen for vari-
ous reasons beyond the
actor’s control.

Bhumika is known for
her work across multiple
film industries, including
Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, and
Malayalam cinema.

She gained wide-
spread recognition for
her performance in ‘Tere
Naam,’” which remains
one of her most iconic
performances.

In 2008, Bhumika
made her Punjabi film
debut, starring opposite
Gurdas Maan in ‘Yaari-
yan.” Shortly after, she
ventured into Malay-
alam cinema, making
her debut alongside
Mohanlal in the film
‘Bhramaram.’ She made
a comeback with the
2023 film ‘Kisi Ka Bhai
Kisi Ki Jaan,” where she
played a supporting role.
This film reunited her
with Salman Khan after
their iconic collaboration
in ‘Tere Naam.’
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NEW DELHI, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday renewed
his membership as the first
active member of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

“‘Adding momentum to our
endeavour of making a Viksit
Bharat! As a @BJP4India
Karyakarta, proud to become
the first Sakriya Sadasya and
launch the Sakriya Sadasyata
Abhiyan today in the presence
of our national President,
Shri @JPNadda Ji. This is a
movement which will further
strengthen our Party at the
grassroots and ensure effec-
tive contribution of our Party
Karyakartas for national prog-
ress. In order to be an Active
Member, a Karyakarta has to
register 50 members either at
a single booth or in a Vidhan
Sabha seat. Such Karyakartas
will be eligible to contest elec-
tions for a Mandal Committee
and above. At the same time,
they will get many opportuni-

ties to work for the party in
the times to come,” PM Modi
posted on X.

On September 2, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi launched the
BJP’s 2024 membership drive
‘Sanghatan Parva, Sadasyata
Abhiyan 2024’ by renewing his
membership and urging party
workers to make special efforts
to connect with the youth.

PM Modi said that the mem-
bership drive and the organi-

zational structure that will be
established during this period
will coincide with the implemen-
tation of 33 per cent reservation
in legislative assemblies and
Parliament. He said the BJP is
the only political party that is fol-
lowing the democratic process
properly. He also said the BJP
is also expanding its work and
strives to improve to live up to
the expectations of the people.

On the first day, 47 Lakh mem-

bers were registered. In the 1st
phase, from 2 September - 25
September, 6 crore members
were registered exhibiting the
reach of the Party & people’s
faith in the Party and the lead-
ership.

According to party sources, In
the first phase, Uttar Pradesh
& Madhya Pradesh registered
more than 1 crore members
and Gujarat & Assam enrolled
85 Lakh and 50 Lakh members
respectively. Smaller states
like Himachal Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Arunachal Pradesh &
Tripura have been maintaining
good speed in enrolling mem-
bers source.

Parliamentary Constituencies,
Assembly Constituencies, Zilas,
and Mandals that are lagging
will be prioritized in the second
phase of ‘Sadasyata Abhiyan,’
scheduled from October 1-15.
The focus will be on ensur-
ing ‘Sadasyata enrollment’ in
every Shakti Kendra and Booth
through detailed outreach.

Akasa Air, IndiGo flights get bomb threats, 12th such incident

o
in 3 days

BENGALURU/NEW DELHI,
Oct 16 (Agencies): Two flights
- one from Akasa Air and IndiGo
- received bomb threats, which
later turned out to be hoax calls
on Wednesday. This is the 12th
such incident in the past three
days.

Earlier, a Delhi-bound IndiGo
flight from Mumbai was diverted
to Ahmedabad after it received
a hoax bomb threat via social
media. The flight carrying nearly
200 passengers and crew had
taken off from Mumbai on Tues-
day night. The threat was con-
firmed as a hoax on Wednes-
day.

Today, a Bengaluru-bound
Akasa Air was forced to return
to Delhi after it received a bomb
threat. Flight QP 1335, carrying
184 passengers, took off from
Delhi and an emergency was

RG Kar stir:

fast-unto-death enters 12th day

declared at 1:15 pm.

The plane then made an
emergency landing at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
the national capital. Later, the
threat too turned out to be a
hoax. In a statement, Akasa Air
said the flight was taken to an
isolation bay after landing and
passengers were deplaned
safely, provided refreshments
and given regular updates.

“Akasa Air flight QP 1335,
flying from Delhi to Bengaluru
on October 16, 2024, and car-
rying 174 passengers, three
infants and seven crew mem-
bers on board, received a secu-
rity alert. The Akasa Air Emer-
gency Response teams moni-
tored the situation to ensure
all support was provided to the
operating teams and information
was transparently disseminated

Junior doctors

to relevant stakeholders,” an
Akasa Air spokesperson said.

“The Captain followed all
required emergency proce-
dures, diverted the flight back to
Delhi and landed safely at Indira
Gandhi International Airport at
1:48 pm,” it added.

“According to the prescribed
safety and security procedures,
the aircraft was taken to an
isolation bay upon landing. All
passengers were deplaned at
1:57 pm, in coordination with the
local authorities who undertook
the necessary safety and secu-
rity checks,” the company said.

“The Akasa Air teams are on
the ground and prepared to
assist all passengers to ensure
their safety and comfort, includ-
ing providing refreshments and
regular updates through the pro-
cess,” the spokesperson further

said.

On Tuesday, a Delhi-Chicago
Air India flight, Jaipur-Bengaluru
Air India Express, Dammam-
Lucknow IndiGo flight, Darbhan-
ga-Mumbai SpiceJet flight, Sili-
guri-Bengaluru Akasa Air flight,
Alliance Air Amritsar-Dehradun-
Delhi flight and Air India Express
flight from Madurai to Singapore
were the seven flights that got
bomb threats.

On Monday, two IndiGo flights
and an Air India flight got similar
hoax bomb threats. These were
Mumbai-New York Air India
flight, Muscat-bound IndiGo
flight and another IndiGo flight
heading to Jeddah.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) has been work-
ing with cybersecurity agencies
and police to trace the culprits
behind the threats.

Could’ve died if insulin

was not given to me in jail:
Arvind Kejriwal jabs BJP
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NEW DELHI, Oct
16 (Agencies): AAP
national convenor and
former Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday accused
the BJP of stalling work
in Delhi in the past 10
years and that a con-
spiracy was hatched
against him to kill him
by denying insulin to
him while he was in jail.

“My sugar level is high
and | have to take four
insulin injections daily.
They (BJP) put me in
jail. My kidneys would
have been damaged
and | could have died
due to lack of insulin.
Despite their conspira-
cies, | was able to come
out of jail with your
blessings,” he said at
the party’s public out-
reach programme.

A controversy broke
out in April when Kejri-
wal, a diabetic patient,
who was in jail in the
liquor policy case, had
alleged that he was
being denied insulin.
The AAP took forward
Kejriwal’s charge,
saying he was being
pushed towards a “slow
death”. However, the
Tihar Jail authorities
denied AAP’s claims
and said he was given
insulin from time to time.

During the rally today,
Kejriwal, who resigned
last month after coming
out of jail after six
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months, alleged the BJP
had sent him to prison
to stop the development
work that his govern-
ment had undertaken in
the past 10 years.

“In the past 10 years,
they tried to halt many
projects (in Delhi)
through the Lt Gover-
nor. But, | did not let any
of your work stop. | am
educated, and | have
previously been an offi-
cer. So, | know how to
run the government and
how official work should
be carried out,” he said.

Kejriwal asserted that
the people in BJP-ruled
states were questioning
why development work
was not being done like
how it happened in Delhi
under his tenure.

“Why do they want to
stop the work in Delhi? |
have done such work in
Delhi which has never
been done in the country
till date. They have gov-
ernments in 22 states.
They are not able to
replicate the work done
in Delhi. The people
there have now started
asking them why work
is not being done. They
do not have any answer
to this,” he said.

“After our victory in
Punjab, they started
thinking that if the work
in Delhi is not stopped
soon, their shops will
be closed throughout
the country and AAP

will come to power,” he
added.

Kejriwal said he had
not done any corrup-
tion and asserted he
was sent to jail as he
was doing work for the
people in Delhi.

“Everyone knows that |
have not done any cor-
ruption. Kejriwal cannot
do corruption. Then why
did they arrest me? This
is because they wanted
to stop the work that |
have been doing for you
in Delhi and the facilities
that | am providing you
with,” he claimed.

Accusing the BJP of
stopping development
work when he was
in jail, Kejriwal said
the AAP government
resumed work on repair-
ing broken roads, clean-
ing drains and ensuring
uninterrupted water
supply after he was out
on bail.

“Now, they have made
a plan to come to power
and stop all the work in
Delhi. Now, the matter is
in your hands. If you vote
for them and make them
win, they will stop the
free electricity scheme,
power cuts will make a
return and government
schools and hospitals
will be neglected before
our government came to
power,” the Chief Minis-
ter said.

Meanwhile, Kejriwal
wrote a letter to the
Delhi voters explain-
ing the reasons why he
resigned. AAP workers
will distribute the letter
to households across 70
constituencies till Octo-
ber 29.

Delhi, ruled by AAP
since 2015, is likely to
hold Assembly polls
early next year.

Centre hands over security of nine ‘high-risk’

KOLKATA, Oct 16
(Agencies): Agitating
junior doctors continued
their fast-unto-death
for the 12th consecu-
tive day on Wednesday
demanding justice for
the deceased woman
colleague of Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital
and workplace security.

Sourav Dutta of North
Bengal Medical Col-
lege and Hospital,
fasting since October
5 was hospitalised on
Tuesday evening and
is being treated at the
CCU of the hospital in
Jalpaiguri while Span-
dan Chowdhury and
Rumelika Kumar joined
the hunger strike on
Tuesday.

Claiming that Tues-
day’s ‘Droher Carnival’
was “successful” in
bringing more people,
from all walks of life,
together to match their
voice to demand for jus-
tice besides safety and
security for them, junior
medics on Wednesday
opined to increase the
heat of their ongoing
protest.

“Yesterday the world
saw how people are
keen on getting justice.
We are happy to see
that so many people
especially common man
are with us for this noble
cause this is giving us
the zeal to keep on with
our fight. We will make it
stronger from now on to
make the administration
realise that we are not
out of energy,” Debash-
ish Halder, one of the
agitating doctors told
agency.

The health conditions
of the other medics,
who are on fast-unto-
death, were also dete-
riorating, he said.

“We are Kkeeping
things ready to address
the situation if anyone
falls more sick. We are
ready to give life for our
colleagues,” he added.

The protesting doctors
have been demanding
justice for the deceased
woman medic at the Kar
Medical College and
Hospital, and immediate
removal of state Health
secretary NS Nigam.

Their other demands

include the establish-
ment of a centralised
referral system for all
hospitals and medical
colleges in the state,
the implementation of a
bed vacancy monitoring
system, and formation
of task forces to ensure
essential provisions for
CCTYV, on-call rooms,
and washrooms at their
workplaces.

They are also demand-
ing increased police
protection in hospitals,
recruitment of perma-
nent women police per-
sonnel, and swift filling
of vacant positions for
doctors, nurses, and
other healthcare work-
ers.

The junior doctors
went on a ‘cease-work’
following the rape-mur-
der of a fellow medic
at Kar Medical College
and Hospital on August
9.

They ended their stir
after 42 days on Sep-
tember 21 following
assurances from the
state government to
look into their demands.

VIPs to CRPF, removes commandos

NEW DELHI, Oct 16
(Agencies): The Union
government has ordered
the complete withdrawal
of the counter-terrorist
commando force NSG
from VIP security duties
and handing over its
nine “high-risk” VIPs to
the CRPF by the next
month, official sources
said Wednesday.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has also
sanctioned a fresh bat-
talion of specially trained
personnel, recently with-
drawn from Parliament
security duties, to be
attached to the CRPF
VIP security wing.

Sources said the pro-
tection of nine ‘Z plus’
category VIPs being
guarded by the ‘black
cat” commandos of
the National Security
Guard (NSG) -- Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, his
predecessor and BSP
supremo Mayawati,
Union defence minister
Rajnath Singh, veteran
BJP leader and former
deputy prime minister L

K Advani, Union ship-
ping minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal, BJP leader
and ex Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Raman
Singh, former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief
Minister and Demo-
cratic Progressive Azad
Party (DPAP) president
Ghulam Nabi Azad,
National Conference
(NC) president Farooq
Abdullah and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu-
- will now be guarded
by the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF).

The transfer of duties
between the two forces
under the MHA is
expected to be com-
pleted within a month,
they said.

The CRPF, which has
six VIP security battal-
ions, has been asked to
absorb a seventh bat-
talion for this purpose.
The fresh battalion is the
one that used to guard
the Parliament till a few
months back. After a
security breach that
took place last year, the

Parliament security was
handed over to the CISF
from the CRPF, a senior
officer told agency.

As part of the taking
over the new task, a
team of Andhra Pradesh
Police was in Delhi
recently for the change
of its chief minister’s
security from the NSG to
the CRPF, the sources
said.

Two among these
nine VIPs will also have
the advanced security
liaison (ASL) protocol
being undertaken by
the CRPF-- Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
and UP Chief Minister
Adityanath, as per the
sources.

ASL involves an
advance reconnais-
sance of the location
to be visited by the VIP.
The CRPF undertakes
such a protocol for five
of its VIPs including
Home Minister Amit
Shah, former Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh
and three Gandhi family
Congress leaders.

The plan to relieve

NSG from VIP security
tasks has been in the
making since 2012,
when NSG command-
ers foresaw an event
where simultaneous
terror attacks could be
witnessed at one time
on multiple centres in
the country and the
commandos would have
to be rushed in different
directions.

Agency had reported
in January 2020, that
after the removal of the
SPG (special protection
group) from the Gandhi
family-- Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra-- a
committee of the MHA
had decided to withdraw
NSG from VIP security
tasks.

The Union government
has decided to “restruc-
ture” the NSG and use
its manpower to raise
and station ‘strike teams’
of commandos in some
high-risk areas like near
the Ram temple in Ayod-
hya and around some
critical assets located in

the southern part of the
country.

Withdrawal of the NSG
from VIP security, once
done by November, will
happen after over two
decades since the ‘black
cat’ commandos were
drafted in this duty, a
task not originally chart-
ed for it when the force
was conceptualised and
raised in 1984.

The NSG is celebrating
its 40th raising day on
Wednesday.

The Union government
“is of the view” that the
NSG should concentrate
on its original charter of
handling specific tasks
of counter-terrorist and
counter-hijack opera-
tions and that the task
of securing high-risk
VIPs was proving to be
a “burden” on its limited
and specialist capabili-
ties.

Around 450 ‘black cat’
commandos are expect-
ed to be freed once
NSG is withdrawn from
VIP security duties, the
sources had said.

Man ends life days after assault for ‘stalking’

girl; abetment case registered

THANE, Oct 16 (Agencies): The RS
Government Railway Police in w i
Maharashtra’s Thane district have
registered a case against one indi-
vidual and unspecified others for
abetting the suicide of a man, an
official said on Wednesday.

One Roshan Patel of Palghar
district was run over by a goods
train going towards JNPT in Thane
district on September 24, following

Five workers die due to asphyxiation while
cleaning tank at agrotech firm in Gujarat

BHUJ, Oct 16 (Agencies): Five intendent of Police Sagar Bagmar
workers, all in their 30s, died due said.
to asphyxiation while cleaning a “When a worker entered a tank
sludge tank at an agrotech com- to remove sludge, he fell uncon-
pany in Gujarat’s Kutch district scious.
in the early hours of Wednesday, Two other workers rushed inside
police said. the tank to rescue him, but they
The incident occurred around 1 also fainted. Two more followed
am when the workers were clean- suit, and all five died,” Bagmar
ing the effluent treatment plant of said.
the company, Kutch (East) Super- A case of accidental death has

been registered at Kandla police
station and a probe is underway,
he said.

A Kandla police station official
said that the accident occurred at
‘Emami Agrotech’, a firm engaged
in the production of edible oil and
biodiesel. Police have identified
the victims as Sidharth Tiwari,
Ajmat Khan, Ashish Gupta, Ashish
Kumar, and Sanjay Thakur.

said that days before his death,
Patel was thrashed in his locality
by some people who accused him
of stalking a girl. Since then, he
had been depressed, the official
said.

Police have booked one Shiva
of Chinchoti in Palghar district
and some other unidentified per-
sons for pushing Patel to take the
extreme step, he added.

“\ S “\§
which police launched a probe,
he said.

GRP senior inspector Kiran Undre
of Dombivili railway police station
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Jaishankar emphasised that trust is crucial for cooperation, stating that SCO

member nations can greatly benefit if the grouping advances collectively, based on
mutual respect and sovereign equality.

ISLAMABAD, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): In a thinly veiled mes-
sage to Pakistan, External
Affairs Minister (EAM) S Jais-
hankar on Wednesday stated
that cooperation in areas like
trade, energy, and connec-
tivity is unlikely to flourish if
activities across borders are
characterized by terrorism,
extremism, and separatism.

Leading the Indian delega-
tion at the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO)
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment (CHG) summit in Islam-
abad, which was chaired
by Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Jaishankar
emphasized the importance of
trust in fostering cooperation
among SCO member nations.

He asserted, “trust is key
for cooperation, and the SCO
member nations can benefit
immensely if the grouping
moves ahead collectively.”

Jaishankar underlined that
cooperation must be based on
mutual respect and sovereign
equality, recognizing the terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty
of nations. He highlighted the
essence of the SCO charter,
which aims to strengthen mutual
trust, friendship, and good
neighborliness.

“If trust is lacking or coopera-
tion inadequate, if friendship has
fallen short and good neighbor-
liness is missing somewhere,
there are surely reasons to intro-
spect and causes to address,”
he stated.

He added, “equally, it is only
when we reaffirm our com-
mitment most sincerely to the

Charter that we can fully realise
the benefits of cooperation and
integration that it envisages.”
Jaishankar warned against
unilateral agendas, stating, “It
cannot progress if we cherry-
pick global practices, especially
of trade and transit,” in remarks
seen as an indirect reference to
China’s assertive behaviour on
key issues. He also reiterated
that cooperation must be built
on genuine partnerships.
Addressing the need for UNSC
reform, Jaishankar emphasised
that “comprehensive reform of
the UN Security Council, both
in the permanent and non-per-
manent categories, is essential.”
He reminded the gathering of
the agreement reached in July
2024 in Astana, recognizing that
the credibility and effectiveness
of the UN depend on repre-
senting developing countries
through comprehensive reform.
“Similarly, in the “Pact for the
Future” which was adopted at
the recent UN General Assem-
bly, our leaders have agreed

- pal - e e st
to reform the Security Council,
to make it more representa-
tive, inclusive, transparent, effi-
cient, effective, democratic and
accountable. The SCO must be
in the lead of advocating such
change, not hold back on a
matter of such importance,” the
EAM said, reinforcing the need
for a more inclusive Security
Council.

Jaishankar also referred to
various global challenges, stat-
ing, “We meet at a difficult time
in world affairs. Two major con-
flicts are underway, each with its
own global repercussions. The
Covid pandemic has left many
in the developing world deeply
devastated.”

He also raised concerns over
the global debt crisis, assert-
ing, “Debt is a serious concern,
even as the world falls behind
in achieving SDG targets.” He
pointed out that while technol-
ogy holds great promise, it also
presents a host of challenges
that require attention.

During his speech Jaishankar

asserted that “it is axiomatic that
development and growth require
peace and stability,” stressing
that activities across borders
characterized by terrorism and
extremism are detrimental to
trade, energy flows, and con-
nectivity.

Highlighting India’s global
initiatives, Jaishankar stated:
“From an Indian perspective,
our own global initiatives and
national endeavours are also
strongly relevant for the SCO.
The International Solar Alliance
promotes renewable energy,
the Coalition for Disaster Resil-
ient Infrastructure prepares us
for climate events, and Mission
LiFE advocates a sustainable
lifestyle. The Global Biofuel
Alliance recognizes the task of
energy transition. The Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance protects
our bio-diversity. At home, we
have demonstrated the value of
digital public infrastructure, just
as we have shown the impact of
women-led development”

Notanly, the SCO group-
ing comprises of China, India,
Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Belarus, with
16 more countries affiliated as
observers or dialogue partners.

The group claims to represent
40% of the world’s population
and about 30% of its GDP, but
its members have diverse politi-
cal systems and even open dis-
agreements with one another.

Pakistan, which is hosting the
current summit, became a full
member of the SCO at its 2017
summit in Kazakhstan.

Imran Khan’s former wife Jemima Goldsmith expresses

concern over his health in jail

ISLAMABAD, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): Jemima Goldsmith, ex-
wife of jailed former Pakistan
prime minister Imran Khan,
on Wednesday called for his
release, lifting a ban on his meet-
ings with family and claimed that
these were attempts “to silence
them and all political opposition
in Pakistan”.

Her allegations and the appeal
came as a long post on X at a
time when Pakistan is hosting
the Council of Heads of Govern-
ment summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation on
Wednesday.

Khan, 72, the founder of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
been incarcerated in Rawalpin-
di’'s Adiala Jail for over a year
with multiple cases against him
and conviction in some of them.

The government of Punjab
province — where the jail is — on
October 7 banned Khan from
meeting his family members,
lawyers and party leaders till
October 18, citing “security con-
cerns”.

Jemima Goldsmith also
alleged that for the past few
years, she has been “bullied &
harassed into silence by PML-N
goons, including rape threats &

countless conspiracy theories”.

PML-N, the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz, is Khan’s arch
rival party and is leading the
ruling coalition in Pakistan.
Khan and his party leaders
have been alleging that PML-N
is taking every step possible to
end PTI’s existence.

An English journalist, she was
married to Khan from 1995 till
2004 and they have two sons.

In her post on X, after term-
ing the developments in last few
weeks as “serious and concern-
ing” regarding cricketer-turned-
politician’s treatment in prison,
Jemima Goldsmith said the Pak-
istan authorities had stopped all
visits to him by his family and his
lawyers, and also postponed all
court hearings.

“In addition to cutting off in-
person visits, and in defiance of
a court order, his weekly calls to
his sons, Sulaiman and Kasim
Khan, who are British and who
live in London, were stopped on
September 10,” she wrote in the
post on X.

She also alleged that the
authorities have “now turned off
the lights and electricity in his
cell” and he is no longer allowed
to leave his cell at any time; also

that the jail cook has been sent
on leave and claimed that Khan
is now completely isolated, “in
solitary confinement, literally in
the dark, with no contact with
the outside world.” “These
actions come in the context of
ongoing targeting of Imran’s
family, as well as his party (PTI)
members and supporters in an
attempt to silence them and all
political opposition in Pakistan,”
she further alleged.

She also mentioned Imran’s
nephew, Hassan Niazi, a civil-
ian, has been detained in mili-
tary custody since August 2023
and more recently, his sisters,
Uzma and Aleema Khan, were
arrested as they made their way
peacefully to a demonstration.

“As a matter of urgency, we are
calling for Imran Khan'’s release,
and for the release of his sisters
and nephew as well as for his
sons’ contact with their father to
be re-established, so that they
may have assurance first-hand
that he is well and not being mis-
treated,” she said.

In another post on X soon
after, she said, “I usually don’t
comment on Pakistani politics.
| disagree with IK (Khan) on
many political issues. But this

is not about politics - it's about
my children’s father, his human
rights & international law.”

She then alleged that for the
past few years, she has been
“bullied & harassed into silence
by PML-N goons, including rape
threats & countless conspiracy
theories.” Khan’s former wife
also claimed that social media
is banned in Pakistan and how
civilians have been abducted
and anyone with a platform, who
was speaking out, “is now in jail
and silenced”.

Two days ago, PTl leader Bar-
rister Saif, who is the information
adviser of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa’s chief minister from Khan’s
party, too had raised concerns
over prohibition saying it had led
to growing anxiety among his
party workers and supporters.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz urges SCO
members to strengthen framework
for regional challenges

AP

ISLAMABAD, Oct 16
(Agencies): Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
urged Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation
(SCO) member states
to strengthen the organ-
isation’s framework to
address multiple region-
al challenges and foster
closer cooperation.

Sharif made these
remarks while address-
ing the opening session
of the 23rd meeting of
the Council of the Heads
of Government (CHG) of
the SCO member states.

“From the esteemed
platform of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisa-
tion, a beacon of multilat-
eralism, | believe we not
only have the potential
but also the will to create
a future that is more
prosperous and secure
for our people a future
that is inclusive and
reflective of the shared
aspirations of all member
states,” he said.

Prime Minister Sheh-
baz highlighted, “We are
at a historic moment of
transition where sweep-
ing transformations are
reshaping the global
social, political, eco-
nomic, and security land-
scape.”

He reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s “commitment to
regional peace, stability,
enhanced connectivity,
and sustainable socio-
economic development.”

He also emphasized
that the SCO “embodies
the collective voice and
wishes of over 40 per-
cent of the global popu-
lation, anchored in the
Shanghai spirit.”

“Your presence here
today underscores our
shared commitment to
fulfilling the aspirations of
our people by ensuring
collective security and
enhancing mutually ben-
eficial cooperation for the
sustainable development
and prosperity of the
SCO region,” he stated.

He called the summit a
testament to the strength
of ties and collabora-
tion among the SCO’s
diverse nations.

“Together, we have the
potential to drive socio-
economic progress,
enhance regional peace
and stability, and improve
the quality of life for our
citizens,” the premier
said.

Prime Minister Sheh-
baz urged the leaders to
use the SCO meeting to
“exchange ideas, share

best practices, and forge
concrete action plans
that will benefit our econ-
omies and societies.”

He expressed hope for
“wonderful outcomes”
from the in-depth delib-
erations.

“Our collaboration and
joint efforts to expand
academic and tourism
linkages, alleviate pover-
ty, and empower women
and youth across the
SCO region reflect our
commitment to promot-
ing prosperity through
unity,” he noted.

He recounted the suc-
cesses achieved during
Pakistan’s chairmanship
and urged for further
tangible actions through
cooperation in trade and
the economy.

He said Afghanistan
provides opportunities
for trade and transit.

“A stable Afghanistan is
essential for fully realiz-
ing these opportunities,”
he added, calling on the
international community
to provide humanitarian
support to the country
while urging the interim
Afghan government to
ensure its territory is
not used for terrorism
against its neighbors.

Shehbaz also stressed
the importance of region-
al connectivity, noting
that Pakistan supports
the SCO’s connectivity
initiative.

He mentioned the Belt
and Road Initiative, the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, and the
North-South Initiative
as critical for enhanc-
ing connectivity in the
region.

He urged against view-
ing connectivity projects
through “narrow political
lenses” and instead with
a focus on increasing
regional prosperity.

Shehbaz also highlight-
ed the issue of poverty,
stating that collective
efforts are needed to
eradicate it.

“Poverty is not just a
social issue but a moral
imperative,” he said,
urging closer coop-
eration within the SCO
region to address it.

He warned that it is high
time to tackle the threat
of climate change, which
is affecting the region.

“Climate change is
an existential crisis that
transcends borders,
and its impacts are felt
universally,” he said,
adding that Pakistan is
on the front lines of cli-
mate-related disasters,

citing the 2022 floods
that affected millions of
people and caused $30
billion in losses.

He urged SCO mem-
bers to prioritize climate
change and take steps
to mitigate its effects.

Prime Minister She-
hbaz avoided direct or
indirect references to
bilateral issues, espe-
cially those involving
India.

Earlier, the summit’'s
agenda was unani-
mously adopted by the
participants.

Belarusian Premier
Roman Golovchenko,
Chinese Premier Li
Qiang, Indian External
Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar, Iran’s Minister
for Trade, Industry, and
Mines Seyyed Moham-
mad Atabak, Kazakh
PM Olzhas Bektenov,
Kyrgyz head of the cabi-
net of ministers Akylbek
Japarov, Mongolian PM
Oyun-Erdene Luvsan-
namsrai, Russian Pre-
mier Mikhail Mishustin,
Tajik Prime Minister
Qohir Rasulzoda, Turk-
men Deputy Chairman
Rashid Meredov, and
Uzbek Premier Abdulla
Aripov are participating
in the summit.

Representatives from
international organisa-
tions, including the Con-
ference on Interaction
and Confidence Build-
ing Measures in Asia,
the Commonwealth of
Independent States,
and the European Eco-
nomic Community, are
also attending the event.

Iran’s First Vice Presi-
dent could not travel to
Pakistan due to regional
issues, and the country
was represented by
Iran’s Minister for Trade,
Industry, and Mines,
Seyyed Mohammad
Atabak.

Security was on high
alert, with over 10,000
police personnel
deployed to maintain
peace, supported by
paramilitary Rangers
and regular army troops.
Alocal holiday has been
declared in Islamabad
and neighboring Rawal-
pindi, and Section 144
has been imposed in
the twin cities to prevent
protests and gatherings.

The SCO comprises
China, India, Russia,
Pakistan, Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajiki-
stan, Uzbekistan, and
Belarus, with 16 more
countries affiliated as
observers or “dialogue
partners.”

The group claims to
represent 40 percent of
the world’s population
and about 30 percent
of its GDP. However, its
members have diverse
political systems and
open disagreements
with one another.

‘Age of Electricity’ coming as fossil fuels set to peak: IEA

PARIS, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): More than half of
the world’s electricity will
be generated by low-
emission sources before
2030 but the deployment
of clean energy is “far
from uniform” across the
globe, the International
Energy Agency said
Wednesday.

Demand for oil, gas
and coal is still projected
to peak by the end of the
decade, possibly creat-
ing a surplus of fossil
fuels, the IEA said in its
annual World Energy
Outlook.

“In energy history,
we’ve witnessed the Age
of Coal and the Age of
Qil,” said |IEA Executive

Director Fatih Birol.

“We're now moving
at speed into the Age
of Electricity, which will
define the global energy
system going forward
and increasingly be
based on clean sources
of electricity,” he said.

The report said clean
energy “is entering the
energy system at an
unprecedented rate”
with 560 gigawatts (GW)
of renewables capacity
added in 2023.

Almost $2 trillion in
investments are flowing
into clean energy proj-
ects each year, nearly
double the amount spent
on fossil fuel supplies,
according to the Paris-

based agency.
“Together with nuclear
power, which is the sub-
ject of renewed interest
in many countries, low-
emissions sources are
set to generate more
than half of the world’s
electricity before 2030,”
it said.
‘Growing momentum’
But the IEA noted that
the deployment of clean
energy “is far from uni-
form across technolo-
gies and countries”.
The growing thirst for
electricity is driven by
industry, electric vehi-
cles, air conditioning
and data centres linked
to the surge of artificial

intelligence.

Despite the “growing
momentum behind clean
energy transitions”, the
IEA said the world was
“still a long way from a
trajectory aligned” with
its goal of becoming
carbon neutral by 2050.

The net-zero emis-
sions target is crucial to
meet the Paris Agree-
ment goal of limiting
global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius from
pre-industrial levels.

The IEA report comes
a month before Azer-
baijan hosts the UN'’s
annual climate confer-
ence, COP29, in Baku,
from November 11 to

November 22.

At COP28 in Dubai last
year, nations pledged to
triple renewable energy
capacity by 2030. They
also vowed to transition
away from fossil fuels.

The IEA said renew-
able power generation
capacity is set to rise
from 4,250 GW today
to nearly 10,000 GW in
2030 as costs for most
clean technologies are
falling.

While it falls short
of the COP28 tripling
target, it is “more than
enough” to cover the
growth in global elec-
tricity demand and “push
coal-fired generation

into decline”.

China accounted for
60 percent of the new
renewable capacity
added in the world last
year.

By the early 2030s, the
country’s solar power
generation will exceed
the total electricity
demand of the United
States today, the report
found.

In many developing
countries, however,
“policy uncertainty and
a high cost of capital
are holding back clean
energy projects”.

‘Insatiable’ demand

Global carbon diox-
ide emissions are set

to peak “imminently”
but today’s policies still
leave the world on a
path towards having a
rise of 2.4C in average
temperatures by 2100,
the IEA warned.

“2024 showed that
electricity demand is
insatiable,” said Dave
Jones, global insights
programme director at
Ember, an energy think
tank.

“That means global
coal generation would
fall less quickly than pre-
viously expected. This
means the world is not
yet transitioning away
from fossil fuels and
reducing CO2 emissions

in the energy sector,” he
added.

Despite a record
deployment of clean
energy, two-thirds of
the increase in global
energy demand was met
by fossil fuels last year,
the IEA said.

Energy-related CO2
emissions hit another
record high last year.

“Renewable growth
is creating an energy
abundance, but this
will only translate into a
substantive fall in CO2
emissions if there is
simultaneously a strong
focus on using energy
as wastelessly as pos-
sible,” Jones said.
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Vi Showcases Power of Innovation, Technology
& Connectivity at India Mobhile Congress 2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: On the
opening day of the India
Mobile Congress (IMC)
2024, leading telecom
operator Vi is unveiling
how it is using advanced
technologies like 5G and
|oT to reshape industries
and enhance everyday
experiences.

This year's IMC theme
‘The Future is Now’
resonates deeply with
Vi’'s emphasis to deliver
immediate, technology-
driven solutions that are
solving today’s challeng-
es and designed to make
an immediate impact.
Vi’s show themed ‘Future

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16:
School of Hospitality
and Tourism Manage-
ment (SHTM), University
of Jammu launched the
first edition of its annual
newsletter — Travanama.
Prof. Umesh Rai, Hon’ble
Vice Chancellor, Univer-
sity of Jammu released
the newsletter at a spe-
cial ceremony held in his
office.

Prof Umesh Rai lauded
the efforts put in by the
faculty and students of
the SHTM in creating
a comprehensive and
informative newsletter
that highlights the sig-
nificant achievements,
novel initiatives, and vari-
ous academic activities
conducted by the depart-

is Live’ highlights how it
is transforming the way
people and businesses
live, work, and connect
with advanced technolo-
gies.

Small and medium
enterprises play a vital
role in India’s economic
growth, however, many
of them lack access to
digital tools for accel-
erating their business
growth. The company is
demonstrating Vi Busi-
ness’s ‘Ready for Next’
programme, launched
in 2022, that bridges
this gap by offering free
Digital Advisory Service
and has partnered with
1.6 lac MSMEs across

ment. He further encour-
aged the team to explore
various entrepreneurial
and industry oriented
initiatives which benefit
the students as tourism
sector has immense
national and regional
opportunities.

Prof Alka Sharma,
Dean, Faculty of Busi-
ness Studies shared
that SHTM through its
student centric activities
and practices has been
able to make signifi-
cant impact. She further
emphasized that with
the introduction of travel
and tourism courses
at the Under Graduate
Level, which has already
been approved by the
Academic Council and
Syndicate of University,
students will be able to

GRP Jammu solves theft
case within hours

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Government Railway

07/2024 at P/S GRP
Kathua, and an investi-
gation is currently under-
way.

16 sectors since its
inception. It is showcas-
ing its Digital Maturity
Index from the ‘Ready
For Next’ MSME Growth
Insights Study (Volume
2.0 2024) that helps
MSMEs understand their
business’s digital readi-
ness as well as provides
sectoral insights.

Vi is also showcasing
its remote healthcare
technology solution —
‘Clinic in a Bag’, that
allows doctors to assess
and evaluate patients in
real-time regardless of
location, addressing the
shortage of specialist
manpower and equip-
ment in remote areas,

leverage the opportuni-
ties in the sector.

Prof. Anil Gupta,
Director, SHTM, while
expressing gratitude
to the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor and Univer-
sity administration said
that SHTM is committed
to strengthen industry
— academia linkages,
upgrade curriculum as
per industry expectations
and also focus on experi-
ential learning in the spirit
of NEP-2020.

The event was attended
by Prof Shyam Narayan
Lal, Prof Garima Gupta,
Dr. Neeraj Sharma, Dr
Suvidha Khanna. In
addition, faculty mem-
bers including Dr. Nikita
Dogra, Dr. Priyanka
Sharma, Dr. Honeyka
Mahajan, Tapas Tandon,
Taniya Sharma and staff
including Charu Mago-
tra, Pawan Sharma and
Sachin Thapa were also
present.

making healthcare more
accessible and afford-
able. With live feeds
from a health camp at
a village in Krishna Dis-
trict in Andhra Pradesh,
Vi is demonstrating that
with real-time diagnostic
reports transmitted over
Vi’'s high-speed net-
work to doctors sitting
in any part of the world,
informed consultations
can be carried out over
video call. The solution
is capable of performing
over 30 Point of Care
medical tests—including
vitals, cardiac and pul-
monary function, blood
tests, and screenings,
offering a cost-effective

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: In the
ongoing inter Collegiate
Basket Ball (M&W) Tour-
nament 2024-25 in the
Directorate of Sports and
Physical Education, Uni-
versity Ground. University
of Jammu, Two semi-final
matches & one third place
match was played in the
men section where as
on third place match was
played in women section.

Men Semi-Finals: GDC
Kunjwani beats BDC
Udhampur by 11 points;
PG Deptt beat GDC
Kathua by 10 points.
(Semi-Final 02) while
BDC Udhampur beat
GDC Kathua by 02 points.
(Third Place)

Women: MIET beat
GDC Khilotran by 17
points.

TABLE-TENNIS: In
the ongoing Inter Colle-
giate Table-Tennis (Men
& Women) Tournament
2024-25 Quarter-Final
matches played at Table-
Tennis Hall, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu.

Dr. Daud Igbal Baba,
Director, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu met with all the
participants and encour-
ages them to play with
true spirit.

alternative, with tests
delivered for under Rs
250 to the millions living
in Rural India for whom
accessibility to a primary
healthcare centre may be
a challenge.

Akshaya Moondra,
CEO, Vi, said, “At Vi,
we’re committed to har-
nessing the power of
advanced connectivity to
transform industries and
improve lives. Our solu-
tions being showcased at
the IMC are designed to
make a real-world impact
and reflect our commit-
ment to bring the future to
life right now by creating
a more connected, effi-
cient world for all.”

MEN Quarter Finals:
GCET Jammu beat GDC
Poonch by 3-2; GDC
Udhampur beat MIET
Jammu by 3-0; GMC
Doda beat G.D.C Kathua
By 3-1; ASCOMS Jammu
beat P.G Deptt. by 3-1.

No matches were
played in Women Sec-
tion.

Matches were officiated
by Ravish Vaid and Sahil
Malgotra.

KABBADI (Men): In the
ongoing Inter Collegiate
Kabaddi (M) Tournament
2024-25 played at Gym-
nasium Hall, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu.

Dr. Daud Igbal Baba,
Director, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu met with all the
participants and encour-
ages them to play with

Kulgam boy falls to death

Time to restore full statehood to
- J&K on prlorlty bas1S° Vivek Bali

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: Prom-
inent political leader
Vivek Bali has called for
the immediate restora-
tion of full statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

Bali emphasized that
restoring statehood is
essential for the region’s
development, peace,
and political stability.

He reiterated the long-
standing demand of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir to regain their
political rights, identity,
and administrative con-
trol.

“‘Jammu and Kash-
mir has faced enough
challenges in the past

true spirit.

Among other present
on the occasion were
Dr. Mandeep Singh, Dr.
Vimal Kishore, Dr. Vikesh
Sharma, Ajaz Malik,
Mukesh Sharma, Rakesh
Minia, Sonu Mehra, Zakir
Hussian, Balbir Chib,
Jai Bharat, Vikas Karlo-
pia, Raj Kumar Bakshi,
P.D Singh, Ravish Vaid,
Gagan Kumar, Harinder-
pal Singh, Rishiv Sharma,
Inderjeet Singh, Manjeet
Kotwal, Richa Mandla,
Vandna Sharma.

Results: PG Deptt.
beat GDC Basohli by 20
points; MIET beat G.D.C
Akhnoor by 12 points;
GDC Kathua beat GDC
Vijaypur by 25 points;
GDC Samba beat GDC
R.S Pura by 19 points;
GDC Bhaderwah beat
GDC Reasi by 18 points;
GCET Jammu beat GDC
Hiranagar by 25 points;

few years, and now is
the time to prioritize
the restoration of full
statehood. The people
deserve their dignity, a
functional democracy,
and the ability to par-
ticipate fully in decision-
making processes,” said
Bali.

He urged the central

GDC Ghagwal beat
PG Deptt by 05 points;
GDC Kathua beat MIET
Jammu by 06 points;
GDC Bhaderwah beat
GDC Samba by 08 points;
GCET Jammu beat GNC
Jammu by 17 points.

Matches were offici-
ated by Dheeraj Sharma,
Keshav Singh, Harpreet
Singh, Amandeep Singh
and Gagan Kumar.

VOLLEYBALL: In the
ongoing Inter Collegiate
Volleyball (M) Tourna-
ment 2024-25 played at
Volley Ball Court, Direc-
torate of Sports and Phys-
ical Education, University
of Jammu.

Dr. Daud Igbal Baba,
Director, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu met with all the
participants and encour-
ages them to play with
true spirit.

ACB arrests AEE of R&B Deptt for

demanding bribe of Rs 25,000
Top News Report

government to consider
the aspirations of the
people and take immedi-
ate steps to ensure that
statehood is restored,
enabling the local lead-
ership to address the
region’s issues more
effectively.

Bali also emphasized
that the restoration of
statehood will foster
peace and confidence
among the people, bring-
ing a renewed sense of
hope and progress to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“We need this to
happen on a priority
basis for the future of
our youth and the over-
all development of the
region,” he further said.

Among other present
on the occasion were
Dr. Mandeep Singh,
Dr. Vimal Kishore, Jai
Bharat, Vikas Karlopia,
Raj Kumar Bakshi, P.D
Singh, Ravish Vaid,
Gagan Kumar, Richa
Mandla, Vandna Sharma.

MEN: GDC Kunjwani
beat MIET Jammu by
2-0 (25-06, 25-20); GDC
Surankote beat MBS col-
lege by 2-0 with set score
(25-20, 25-16); GDC Khi-
lotron beat GDC Basoli by
2-0 with set score (25-10,
25-12); GDC Doda beat
GMC Kathua by 2-0 with
set score (25-12, 25-21);
GDC Bhaderwah beat
GDC Mendhar by 2-0 (25-
11, 25-12); PG Dept beat
GDC Gool by 2-0 (25-
15, 25-13); BSC Nurs-
ing College beat KC Law
College by 2-0 sets (25-
22, 25-21); GDC Now-
shera beat UIET Kathua
Campus by 2-0 (25-21,
25-14); GDC Khour beat
GDC Samba by 2-0 (25-
11, 25-19); GDC Udham-
pur beat GDC Jindrah
2-0 (25-07, 25-09); GDC
Ramban beat GDC Vijay-
pur by 2-0 (25-19, 25-17).

There were no matches
played in Women Section
today. Matches were offi-
ciated by Amit Sharma,
Shubham Sharma, Manu
Singh Pawar and Vikas
Karlopia & Mulkh Raj.

Notice

I, Kaushal Kumar Gupta

while pruning tree

He identified the deceased as Idrees
Ahmad Wani son of Abdul Rashid Wani
of Razloo Kund. “Soon after the incident,
the boy was immediately rushed to Qazi-

Police (GRP) Jammu
swiftly resolved a theft
case, recovering four
stolen mobile phones
valued at Rs 5 lakh within
hours of the incident.

The prompt action
taken by the GRP under-
scores their commitment
to maintaining safety and
security in railway areas.
Further updates will be

owner of plot no. 120

SRINAGAR, Oct 16: The Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on Industrial Area Phase

Wednesday arrested an Assistant Executive Engineer (AEE) from
the Roads and Buildings (R&B) Department, Sopore division, for
demanding a bribe of Rs 25,000. An official told that the ACB laid
a trap and caught the AEE of the R&B Department’s Sopore divi-
sion red-handed while demanding the bribe from a contractor of Rs

. . . ; 25000. In recent years, the ACB has registered several cases and
A case has been reg- provided as the investi- gund hOSpItaI, where doctors declared arrested numerous government officials for bribery. The public has

istered under FIR No. gation progresses. him brought dead on arrival’, he said. appreciated the ACB’s efforts in tackling corruption cases.
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I, Gangyal Jammu has
applied for change of
activity. Objection if any
may be intimated to The
General Manager, DIC,
Jammu.

KULGAM, Oct 16: A 19-year-old man
died after he fell from a tree in Razloo vil-
lage of south Kashmir’s Kulgam district
on Wednesday, an Official said.

JaKUT getsiits first elected CM
as Omar Ahdullah takes oath

Centre (SKICC) were Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and Mallikarjun Kharge, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Left leaders Prakash Karat and D
Raja, DMK’s Kanimozhi and NCP’s Supri-
ya Sule. PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti also
attended the event.

Omar Abdullah’s family, including his
father Farooq Abdullah, mother Molly
Abdullah, his two sisters, and two sons
were present on the occasion.

Abdullah was earlier unanimously elected
leader of the NC Legislature Party. His first
term as chief minister was from 2009 to
2014 when Jammu and Kashmir was a
full-fledged state.

The National Conference won 42 out of
the 90 seats in the recent elections while
alliance partner Congress bagged six.
Together, the two pre-poll allies hold a
majority in the 95-member assembly — five
members are to be nominated by the LG.

In 2019, the erstwhile state was bifur-
cated into the union territories of Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.

Huge responsibility on my
shoulders: J&K Dy CM Surinder
Chowdhary

of Jammu region even though the task is
full of challenges”

Speaking to reporters, NC minister Sakina
Itoo said she will leave no stone unturned
to serve the people of J&K. “People have

reposed trust in us and we have to serve
them,” she said. Asked what would be the
first step of the new Cabinet, she said let
the Cabinet meeting take place, things will
be clear.

Crown of Thorns: Farooq
Abdullah after Son Omar
takes oath as CM

the election manifesto... It is a crown of
thorns and may (almighty) Allah succeed
him (Omar) and he fulfils the people’s hope.
This is my message,” Farooq Abdullah told
reporters after the oath-taking ceremony at
the Sher-i-Kashmir International Conven-
tion Centre (SKICC).

“After statehood, our true struggle (for
restoration of) Article 370 will start. Article
370 will always be our priority,” Zahir Abdul-
lah added.

Omar Abdullah heads the first elected
government in Jammu and Kashmir since
the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, when
the erstwhile state was bifurcated into the
union territories of Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh.

Statehood for J&K a priority:
Kharge

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha admin-
istered the oath to Abdullah and his council
of ministers, with prominent political figures
in attendance, including Rahul Gandhi,
Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha,
and Congress General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.

All National Conference leaders were

present to show their support for Abdullah
as he took on his new responsibility.

The recent J&K Assembly elections were
held in three phases on September 18,
25, and October 1, resulting in the NC and
Congress securing a combined total of 48
seats, while the BJP won 29 and the PDP
claimed three. Additionally, AAP’s Mehraj
Malik achieved a historic win, marking the
party’s first electoral success in Jammu
and Kashmir.

“Congress not joining ministry
In J&K govt as statehood

promise from BIP remains
unfulfilled”, says JKPCC Chief

Party shall continue to fight for restoration
of Statehood,” JKPCC Chief Tarig Hameed
Karra said.

“PM Modi removed Article 370
after consulting Faroon, Omar
Abduliah™ claims Er Rashid

of statehood, Article 370 and 35A... Omar
Abdullah is running away from 370. When
PM Modi abrogated Article 370, he met
Farooq Abdullah 3 days before that...
After the meeting, Farooq Abdullah said
that nothing was going to be abrogated
but it was abrogated and Farooq and Omar
Abdullah were kept in a guest house. It
seems as if Farooq and Omar Abdullah
were on board.

“PM Modi removed Article 370 after con-
sulting with them. All of it was a match-fix-

ing. There is no doubt that the BJP helped
NC in coming to power,” Rashid added.

On August 2019, the Central government,
led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, abro-
gated Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir.

In 2005, Engineer Rashid was arrested by
the Special Operations Group (SOG) in Sri-
nagar for allegedly supporting militants and
was held for three months and 17 days. He
faced charges of anti-national activities and
was incarcerated in Cargo, Humhama, and
Raj Bagh prisons. However, the Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate of Srinagar later dropped
all charges against him on humanitarian
grounds.

In August 2019, Rashid was again arrest-
ed under the Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA). During his incarceration,
he filed his nomination for the 2024 parlia-
mentary elections from jail and won by a
margin of 204,000 votes, defeating former
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah.

SRS congratulates new JaK
Govt, urges for restoration of
JaK Statehood, Darhar Move
practice

statehood, a long-standing demand
since the region’s reorganization and
downgrading to Union Territory status
in 2019. He underscored that statehood
is vital for ensuring political dignity and
greater autonomy for the region, allow-
ing the people to have a stronger voice
in their governance.

“The reorganization of Jammu and
Kashmir had led to widespread calls

for the reinstatement of statehood, with
political and civil society groups from
across the spectrum advocating for it,”
Rajiv Mahajan said.

He believed that restoring statehood
would be a critical step toward address-
ing these concerns and restoring the
democratic fabric of the region.

In addition to advocating for state-
hood, Mahajan also called for the rein-
statement of the traditional Darbar Move
practice.

“The Darbar Move, which was a bian-
nual shifting of the administrative capital
between Srinagar and Jammu, had
been a hallmark of governance in the
region for over a century until its aboli-
tion in 2021,” he said.

Mahajan argued that the restoration of
this practice is essential for maintaining
regional balance, ensuring equitable
attention to the needs and concerns of
both the Jammu and Kashmir regions.
He stressed that the Darbar Move had
served as a symbol of unity, facilitating
better administration and fostering a
sense of inclusivity across the diverse
regions of J&K.

Shri Ram Sena president urged the
new government to prioritize these
issues in their agenda, reaffirming the
party’s commitment to advocating for
the rights and aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Mahajan concluded his statement by
expressing hope that the new govern-
ment would work toward addressing
these longstanding demands, ensuring
that the region progresses with a focus
on justice, equity, and balanced devel-
opment for all its citizens




10

BUSINESS / LOCAL

Top News of J&K

Jammu, Wednesday, October 16, 2024

Hyundai crosses 29 per cent bids on day
2 of India IPO; eyes EV crown in US

NEW DELHI, Oct 16
(Agencies): In the same
year that Hyundai Motor
Group overtook Ford to
reach the second posi-
tion in the US EV market,
which is led by Twitter-
owner Elon Musk’s Tesla,
the Korean automaker’s
India unit crossed 25 per
cent in bids by 2:15pm
IST on the second day
of its IPO. Total sub-
scriptions hit more than
2.53 crore equity shares
out of 9.97 crore shares
on offer— the country’s
largest-ever initial public
offering of Rs 27,780
crore. This includes
retail investors, Non-
Institutional Investors
(NlIs), Qualified Insti-
tutional Buyers (QIBs),
and employee reserved
portion. Of the 4.95
crore shares available
to retail individual inves-
tors (Rlls), 35 per cent

:‘“ ‘_L\-‘

received bids.

Hyundai is expected to
launch four new models
in the mass-market EV
sector in India, starting
with Creta EV scheduled
for January 2025. Other
models include Inster
EV to rival Tata’s Punch
EV, and speculations for

Grand i10 Nios EV and
Venue EV. As of now,
Hyundai sells its high-
end EV IONIQ 5 in India.

In the US, Hyundai,
Kia, and Genesis—
which together form the
Hyundai Motor Group—
accounted for more
than 10 per cent of the

EV market, with market
leader Tesla slipping 50
per cent market share for
the first time.

India’s EV market is
touted to grow to a whop-
ping Rs 318,000 crore by
2030 due to increasing
affordability, launch of
mass-market EVs, rising

infrastructure, spiking
fuel prices, and govern-
ment support, accord-
ing to a report by Grant
Thornton Bharat and the
Automotive Component
Manufacturers Asso-
ciation. In September
2024, the Indian govern-
ment issued new charg-
ing guidelines for EV
charging stations and
infrastructure, in a bid to
attract more EV adop-
tions.

The India unit is a
wholly owned unit of the
global automaker Hyun-
dai Motor Company
(HMC), headquartered in
Seoul, Korea. As of date,
Hyundai India boasts a
Credit Rating of CRISIL
AAA for Packing Credie
and CRISIL A1+ for
Short Term Debt as per
official information from
the automaker’s India
website.

Diwali Picks 2024: What to buy on Muhurat Trading

MUMBAI, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): Domestic equity
markets have delivered
impressive gains to inves-
tors since Diwali 2023.
The benchmark BSE
Sensex has surged 25%
since November 12, 2023,
while the BSE Midcap
and BSE Smallcap indi-
ces have jumped 49%
and 47%, respectively,
during the same period.
Market experts attribute
this strong performance
to solid domestic inflows
that have buoyed market
sentiments. For Diwali
2024, JM Financial has
released its top 10 stock
picks for Samvat 2081,
offering investors a guide
to capitalising on the fes-
tive season and market
momentum. This year’s
special one-hour Diwali
Muhurat trading session
will take place on Friday,
November 1, from 6:15
PM to 7:15 PM. Let’s
explore the stocks that
could brighten your port-
folio this Diwali.

RILs stock price has
underperformed broader
markets with just 5%
returns in CY24YTD
versus 15% return for
Nifty 50. JM Financial
believes that this under-
performance could
reverse supported by
faster-than-anticipated
telecom tariff hikes by
telcos, recovery in retail
business and positive
announcements on new
energy business. Earn-
ings growth momentum to
remain strong across seg-
ments and the brokerage
expects 15% PAT CAGR
over FY24-27E.

Power Grid Corpora-
tion of India (Target
price: Rs 383)

JM Financial believes
that valuation of Power
Grid is reasonable at
3.1x FY26E P/BV stock
offers healthy dividend
yield of around 4%, low
earnings risk given regu-
lated returns, and most
importantly, it sees sharp
recovery in transmission
capex cycle. JM Financial

expects the company to
maintain a ROE of 18%
during FY24-26E.

Bajaj Finance (Target
price: Rs 8,552)

Bajaj Finance stock has
over last 2 months wit-
nessed a decent recovery
0of 20%. One of the impor-
tant triggers behind this
was IPO of its housing
finance division recently.
However, despite such a
run up, there is still steam
left in the stock. AUM
growth of Bajaj Finance
over the last 2-3 years
has remained healthy
at over 25% YoY levels.
In Q1FY25, slight mod-
eration was witnessed
owing to the company
shifting focus from unse-
cured loans to secured
loans after RBI instruc-
tions for the entire sector
with respect to unse-
cured loans. With festive
season ahead, Q3FY25is
seasonally a good quar-
ter in terms of AUM. On
an annual basis too, JM
Financial believes the
company would maintain
its healthy growth strat-
egy ahead, owing to its
diversified asset book.

ICICI Lombard Gen-
eral Insurance (Target
price: Rs 2,450)

The company has a
strong presence in health
& motor segment owing
to a strong product suite,
growing retail agency and
digital capabilities, deep
distribution and conser-

vative underwriting and a
large balance sheet, rein-
surance and agility. These
capabilities have made
the company a leader in
this large and fast growing
segment. A smooth man-
agement transition after
a CEO at the helm for 14
years indicates depth in
leadership, visible also
in consistent growth and
15% plus returns, even
as it toggles segments
in response to customer
demand and competition.

Jindal Steel & Power
(Target price: Rs 1,150)

Jindal Steel and Power
(JSPL) is one of India’s
leading steel manufactur-
ers with current capacity
of 9.6mtpta. The company
is undergoing capex to
expand its crude steel
production capacity by
65% to 15.9mtpa. JSPL's
strategic expansion
would augment its crude
steel capacity by 65% to
15.9m tonnes and enrich
its product mix. Also, the
company is strengthening
raw-material integration
and increasing the share
of VAPs which should aid
margins. Considering its
strong focus on margin
expansion, JM Financial
expects it to achieve Rs
15,000 EBITDA/tonne
by FY26. With a 0.9x net
debt/EBITDA, it has one
of the strongest balance
sheets among domestic
peers.

National Aluminium

Company (Target price:
Rs 264)
NALCO’s Q2FY25

EBITDA is expected to
increase by around 3
times YoY to Rs 1,200
crore supported by rise
in alumina/aluminium
price, lower cost and
benefit of captive coal
mining. FY27E EBITDA
estimate of Rs 6,000
crore and 7.5 times EV/
EBITDA + FY26E Net
cash of Rs 3,500 crore
gives us equity value of
Rs 48,500 crore (Rs 264/
share). At CMP of Rs 227,
the stock trades at attrac-
tive valuation of 6.8 times
on FY26E EBITDA and
offers healthy dividend
yield of 3%.

Gravita India (Target
price: Rs 3,068)

Gravita India is a lead-
ing player in India’s recy-
cling industry and cur-
rently operates in three
verticals i.e. lead, alu-
minum, plastics and has
concrete plans to diver-
sify into other verticals
(steel, paper and lithium-
ion batteries). The com-
pany is one of the largest
lead recyclers in India
and derives 82% of its
EBITDA from lead recy-
cling vertical while alumi-
num, plastic and turnkey
projects contributed 5%,
4% and 9% of its FY24
EBITDA (Rs 343 crore).

Macrotech Developers
(Target price: Rs 1,480)

Lodha is expected to

generate robust operat-
ing cash flows (OCF), as
collections catch up to
the growth in pre-sales
(in the last 3 years). The
company will generate
OCF of Rs 7,000-8,000
crore on average for the
next 3 years. JM Finan-
cial estimates that Lodha
should have surplus cash
available for deleveraging
even after accounting for
a consummate increase
in business development
investments (growth
investments).

Olectra Greentech
(Target price: Rs 2,200)

Olectra is one of the
largest manufacturers of
electric buses in India. It
has establishing green-
field state-of-the-art plant
in Hyderabad with capac-
ity of 5,000 units per year
and scalable to 10,000
units per year. Company
has commenced partially
operations for manufac-
turing electric buses and
other EV products in the
new plant. Over the next
2 financial years, ramp
up will be visible. Olec-
tra delivered 156 units
of e-buses in Q1FY25,
management guides for
volumes to double in
Q2FY25, and further over
1,000 buses in H2FY25
equating to 1,800-2,000
buses volumes for FY25
which is an annual
growth of nearly 300%.
For FY26E management
is targeting growth of 2
times over FY25E levels,
hence volumes for Olec-
tra should grow 8 times
from FY24 levels in 2
years’ time.

Ashoka Buildcon
(Target price: Rs 290)

The company is expect-
ed to clock a PAT CAGR
of 33% over FY2024-
2026E with a robust ROE
of 10% in FY26E. The
stock trades at 15.3x
FY26E standalone EPS.
JM Financial values com-
pany’s EPC business at
12x September-FY26E
core EPS, HAM portfolio
at 1.6x P/B and other ABL
assets at 0.5x P/B

Mukesh Ambani vs Elon Musk: Starlink CEO
Comes Out On Top In Satcom Spectrum Battle

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 (Agencies):
New Delhi: In a major setback
for India’s richest man Mukesh
Ambani, the Telecom Ministry has
decided to pursue the administra-
tive route for allocation of satellite
communication spectrum, which
is in line with the global trend.
Ambani had requested the Indian
government to go for an auction,
which the Starlink CEO Elon Musk

had questioned.

Notably, Musk is eyeing an entry
into the Indian telecom sector
with Starlink. Earlier, Musk had

recommended by

objected to Reliance Industries India.”

Chairman’s lobbying for an auc-
tion route for spectrum allocation.

Starlink and other global initia-
tives like Amazon’s Project Kuiper

with international standards. Musk
emphasised that the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU),
a UN agency of which India is
a member, designates satellite
spectrum as shared, arguing that
it should not be subject to auction.

Musk, who has been a critic of
auction demand, took a veiled dig
at Ambani as he wrote to an X
user, “l will call and ask if it would
not be too much trouble to allow
Starlink to compete to provide
internet services to the people of

Ambani’s Argument

Ambani, who has been pushing
for an auction route for spectrum
allocation, feels that it would pro-

also written a letter to the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) asking for a reassessment
of its consultation paper that sup-
ports administrative allocation.
The company urged the govern-
ment to reconsider, asserting that
an auction is essential to ensure
fair competition.

“We have requested (the) TRAI
to amend the consultation paper”
to ensure a level playing field,
Reliance Jio said in a statement
to Reuters on Sunday, adding
that “it is imperative upon TRAI to
also consult on the methodology
of assignment” of spectrum.

Airtel’s Sunil Mittal also backed
Ambani’s stance on the issue.

Why India Did Not Choose Auc-

Scindia announced that India will
adopt the global trend of adminis-
trative spectrum allocation. “Sat-
ellite spectrum across the world
is allocated administratively. So,
India is not doing anything differ-
ent from the rest of the world,” he
said.

Scindia assured that while the

allocation would be administra-
tive, the cost would be determined
by TRAI to ensure fairness. “The
regulatory authority of telecom
has been empowered by the
constitution to decide what that
administrative pricing is going to
be,” he added.

The satellite broadband market
in India is projected to grow rap-
idly, with estimates indicating it

advocate for the administrative
allocation of spectrum, aligning

vide a level playing field for tele-
com operators. Reliance Jio had

tion Route
Telecom Minister Jyotiraditya

could reach USD 1.9 billion by
2030.

From Rs 260 to Rs 16,000: Is this Mukul
~ Agrawal, Vijay Kedia-backed multibagger
headed towards Rs 20,000?

NEW DELHI, Oct 16
(Agencies): Shares of
Neuland Laboratories Ltd
continued their upward
move during the trading
session Wednesday and
a domestic brokerage firm
B&K Securities continued
to remain positive on the
stock and see another
25 per cent upside in the
multibagger stock.

The pharma player,
which is also backed by
Dalal Street Veterans like
Vijay Kedia and Mukul
Agrawal, has been a
consistent performer for
the investors and has
zoomed about 62 times
from its covid lows around
Rs 260 to Rs 16,202 on
Wednesday, with its total
market capitalisation
nearing Rs 21,000 crore
mark.

Brokerage firm B&K
Securities said that
approval from USFDA for
COBENFY (Xanomeline
and Trospium Chloride/
KarXT) for Schizophre-
nia is a major positive for
the company, which could
experience substantial
growth in the CMS seg-
ment as the product

scales up in the US and
globally. It also expects
the CMS segment to
maintain healthy growth
ahead.

Overall, sales have
grown by 29 per cent
CAGR over FY22-24,
while PAT has risen 117
per cent CAGR over the
same period. The stellar
performance has largely
been led by ramp-up of
the CMS division that
has grown by 65 per cent
CAGR over FY22-24,
said B&K Securities in
note.

“The change in sales
mix towards the CMS
segment from 30 per cent
in FY22 to 49 per cent in
FY24, has led to superior
profitability with EBITDA
margins of 29.7 per cent
in FY24. The inflection
point for Neuland’s CMS
segment has played out
after FY23 when we saw
a sustainable ramp-up of
top 5 molecules,” it added
with a ‘buy’ rating and a
target price of Rs 20,000
on the stock.

Recently, some media
reports suggested that
Neuland Labs clocked

exports totaling $27 mil-
lion for September 2024,
an increase of 13 times
month-over-month from
August’s $2 million. This
news sparked a rally in
the stock which pushed
it about 40 per cen in the
last one week.

However, the company,
in an exchange filing
stated that the export
data does not necessar-
ily reflect the financials
of the company for any
quarter. The actual ship-
ment of the product hap-
pens as per the require-
ment of the customer.
Among other analysts,
global brokerage firm
Goldman Sachs gave it a
‘buy’ rating but its target
has already been met.

Neuland Laboratories is
yet to file its sharehold-
ing pattern for September
2024 quarter. As of June
quarter, Mukul Mahavir
Agrawal owned 4,00,000
equity shares or 3.12 per
cent stake in the com-
pany, while Vijay Kedia’
Kedia Securities owned
1,40,000 equity shares or
1.09 per cent stake in the
company.

New Al-based human capital management venture may come
soon by IPO-bound OfBusiness co-founder Nitin Jain: Report

NEW DELHI, Oct 16
(Agencies): Nitin Jain,
the co-founder and chief
business officer (CBO)
of OfBusiness may now
launch an artificial intel-
ligence (Al) startup for
Human Capital Manage-
ment (HCM) solutions,
Moneycontrol reported,
citing unnamed sources.
HT couldn’t independent-
ly verify the information.

Jain also held discus-
sions with with venture
capital firms like Z47 (for-
merly, Matrix Partners
India) for raising capital,
according to the report,

which added that some of
the senior leadership of
OfBusiness will also put
seed money into the new
venture.

However, the report also
quoted Jain as saying that
he is very much part of
OfBusiness, and will just
be an investor in the ven-
ture started by a friend.

What does OfBusiness
do?

Of Business, founded
in 2016 by husband-wife
duo Asish Mohapatra and
Ruchi Kalra, along with
Vasant Sridhar, Bhuvan
Gupta, and Jain, is a busi-

ness-to-business (B2B)
platform for companies
to purchase raw materi-
als like metals, chemicals,
building components and
agriculture commodities
through a network of sup-
pliers.

The SoftBank-backed
startup valued at $5 billion
in its last funding round in
2021, currently competes
with Tiger Global-backed
InfraMarket, Accel-funded
Zetwerk, and Peak XV-
backed Moglix, and is
aiming for a $1 billion IPO
in 8-12 months, according
to the report.

Army Conducts Motivational Tour for
Youth to Kargil & Drass

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 16:
Vajr Division of the Indian
Army organised a Capa-
bility Building Tour to
Kargil to inspire and edu-
cate the youth about the
nation’s history and heri-
tage and sacrifices given
by Army to safeguard
it. A total of 35 students
accompanied by three
teachers from Higher
Secondary Schools of
Trehgam & Drugmulla
block of Kupwara district
embarked on a motiva-
tional tour. The students
were officially flagged
off by Maj Gen K Mohan
Nair, YSM, SM, GOC, 28
Infantry Division at Udaan
School, Drugmulla on 16
October 2024. This pro-
gram was organised to
commemorate the Rajat
Jayanti of Kargil Vijay
Diwas wherein soldiers
laid their life to safeguard
Jammu & Kashmir from
Western Adversary. This
three day/ ni tour was
aimed at visit to the Kargil

War Memorial, Drass
where the students were
briefed about the opera-
tions undertaken by the
Indian Army during the
1999 Kargil War to push
out the Pakistani infiltra-
tors.

Day one of the tour was
completely focussed on
visit to Kargil town & one
forward locality to pro-
vide insights into opera-
tions undertaken during
Operation VIJAY.

The students also vis-
ited Heritage village at
Hunderman to provide
glimpses of rich culture.
On the second day the
students paid tribute at
the central feature of
the Kargil War Memo-
rial at Drass -a wall of
pink sandstone bearing
a brass plaque engraved
with the names of sol-
diers who gave their lives
during Operation VIJAY.

They also visited the
Captain Manoj Pandey
Gallery, which honours
soldiers posthumously
awarded the Param Vir

Chakra for their exem-
plary bravery during the
conflict and the Kargil
museum. The students
were also taken to the
Tibetan market at Drass
for shopping & cultural
insights.

The visit left an indelible
impression on the young
minds, instilling in them
a sense of Patriotism
and administration for
the Armed Forces. The
tour included a short halt
at Sonamarg to provide
the glimpses of natural
beauty of the place.

The tour aimed at
enriching the students’
knowledge about the
pivotal role of community
members in guarding the
country’s borders in the
unforgiving terrain of the
region.

The Indian Army’s ini-
tiative to organise such
motivational tour reflects
its commitment to nur-
turing youth, fostering
national integration and
contributing the nation
building.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor celebrates festive season
with limited edition of Urban Cruiser Taisor

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: Adding
to the festive fervour,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today announced
the Limited Edition of
its highly popular model
- Urban Cruiser Taisor.
This special edition,
designed with a focus
on enhancing style, and
premium-ness, comes
with a well curated
Toyota Genuine Acces-
sories (TGA) package
to elevate delight and
excitement to customers.

Commenting on the
introduction of the festive
edition, Sabari Manohar
— Vice President, Sales-
Service-Used Car Busi-
ness, Toyota Kirloskar
Motor, said, “At Toyota,
our efforts have always
been centered on being
a part of our custom-
ers’ special occasions
and celebrations which
reflect our dedication to
crafting delightful, cus-
tomer-centric experienc-
es. Following the recent
introduction of the Urban
Cruiser Hyryder Festive

Edition, we are excited to
offer the Urban Cruiser
Taisor Festive Edition,
designed to bring some-
thing fresh and exciting
to this festive season.
We are confident that
our customers will find
great value in this new
addition.”Available
across all Turbo vari-
ants, the Limited Edition
comes with a compre-
hensive TGA package
of Rs 20,160 enhancing
both the exterior and
interior of the versatile
UC Taisor.
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On This Day in 2013: Virat Kohli scored fastest

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): On This Day in 2013,
Virat Kohli delivered one of the
most electrifying performances
of his ODI career by scoring the
fastest century by an Indian.
He reached the landmark in
just 52 balls against Australia
in the second ODI of the seven-
match series, played at Jaipur.
Kohli’s explosive knock helped
India chase down a massive
target of 360 runs with ease,
recording a nine-wicket win
with 39 balls to spare. Kohli
broke Virender Sehwag’s
record of a 60-ball century
from 2009 against New Zea-
land. Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli made
a mockery of the target, if a
mockery can indeed be made
of a target of 360. India got
there with nine wickets and 39
deliveries to spare.

Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit

Cricket Australia announce Abu Dhabi T10 League: Dinesh Karthik, Jos

.

Sharma and Virat Kohli made
a mockery of the target, if a
mockery can indeed be made
of a target of 360. India got there
with nine wickets and 39 deliver-
ies to spare. Australia batted first
and posted a daunting score of
359/5. Their innings was pow-
ered by blazing fifties from the
top five batters of the team with
captain George Bailey being the

hundred in ODIs hy an Indian

top-scorer with an unbeaten 92.
Rohit-Dhawan’s partnership
In response, Rohit Sharma

and Shikhar Dhawan laid a

solid foundation with a 176-run

partnership for the first wicket.

Dhawan played an attack-

ing knock, scoring 95 off 86

balls before falling to James

Faulkner, just five runs short of

a well-deserved hundred.

Kohli’ record-breaking hundred

Rohit Sharma, on the other
hand, remained unbeaten with a
masterful 141 off 123 balls. His
knock featured both patience
and aggression, providing the
perfect anchor for the chase.
However, it was Kohli’s innings
that stole the show. He came
in with India already in control
and took the game completely
away from Australia with a flurry
of boundaries. Kohli smashed
7 sixes and 8 fours during his
breathtaking century, ensuring
that the required run rate was
never a problem.

India chased down 360/1—the
highest successful run chase
in ODI history at the time, with
just one wicket lost. Kohli’s per-
formance, coupled with Rohit's
brilliance, showcased India’s
batting firepower and gave them
a memorable win in the series.

Women’s T20 WC Semi-final: Australia
start overwhelming favourites against

South Africa

DUBAI, Oct 16 (Agencies): Australia
will start as overwhelming favourites
in their quest for an unprecedented
eighth final appearance when they
take on South Africa in the semi-final
of the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup
here on Thursday.

Australia have now made it to the
semi-finals of the global T20 tourna-
ment in all its nine editions held so far
since 2009 in England.

The six-time champions take on the
Proteas women in a last-four clash
in what seems to be a repeat of the
summit showdown during the 2023
edition in South Africa, which the
Southern Stars won by 19 runs.

Going by pure statistic, South Africa
are no match for Australia who have
won nine out of the 10 WT20I games,
with the former’s only win coming in
January this year.

The head-to-head record at Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup is even more
intimidating as Australia have won all
the seven encounters.

The best part about the current Aus-
tralian team is the core which has

remained intact for years now with
only Meg Lanning retiring from inter-
national cricket.

All the 10 others, who played in the
2023 final are here with the likes of
Alyssa Healy, Beth Mooney, Ellyse
Perry, Megan Schutt, Ashleigh Gardner
being the pillars of the team.

On a slow Dubai track, the depth in
batting has been Australia’s biggest
strength, with Phoebe Litchfield and
Annabel Sutherland capable of mus-
cling the balls to the fence.

For South Africa, one of their biggest
assets has been slow left-arm ortho-
dox Nonkululeko Mlaba, who has so far
taken 10 wickets in four group league
games.

Skipper Laura Wolvaardt, her opening
partner Taznim Brits and the seasoned
Marizanne Kapp are all match-winners
in their own rights but they have always
come up short against Healy and com-
pany.

Hopefully, the Proteas women would
be eighth time lucky against familiar
foes in their bid to win the maiden global
T20 trophy.

Ashes 2025-26 dates, Gabba

Theekshana, Nicholas

to host Day-Night Test

SYDNEY, Oct 16 (Agencies): Crick-
et Australia (CA) has announced the
dates for the 2025-26 Ashes series,
revealing some significant changes
to the traditional schedule. The series
will begin with the first Test at Perth’s
Optus Stadium from November 21-25,
followed by a day-night Test at Bris-
bane’s Gabba from December 4-8,
marking the second Test of the series.

Adelaide will host the third Test from
December 17-21, but unlike previous
years, this will be a day game instead
of the usual day-night format.

The Boxing Day Test will take place at
the MCG from December 26-30, while
the fifth and final Test will be held at the
SCG from January 4-8.

One of the key changes to the Ashes
schedule is the shift in the traditional
venues.

Brisbane, which has been the host
of the Ashes opener since 1982-83,
will instead host the second Test under
lights. This will mark the first time in
over four decades that Brisbane does
not open the Ashes series.

Adelaide, which has been home to the
day-night Ashes Test in previous series,
will now hold the pre-Christmas Test as
a day game under a new agreement
between CA and the South Australian

government, positioning the Test as a
marquee holiday event due to its strong
tourism appeal.

Upcoming Test to be last at Gabba?

The future of the Gabba is under some
uncertainty, with redevelopment plans
in place for the stadium ahead of the
2032 Olympics. The upcoming Ashes
Test could potentially be the last at
the iconic venue, as no Test match is
scheduled there for the 2026-27 season
or beyond, with the stadium expected to
be unavailable by 2030. The Gabba has
hosted three day-night Tests previously,
including the West Indies’ memorable
victory in January 2024, but concerns
remain about the suitability of the pink
ball at the Gabba, as bowlers have
noted issues with the ball becoming
soft during matches, slowing the pace
of play.

Ashes 2025-26 schedule.

Perth Test (West Test): Perth Stadium
| Nov 21-25.

Brisbane Test (Day/Night Test): Gabba
| Dec 4-8.

Adelaide Test (Christmas Test): Ade-
laide Oval | Dec 17-21.

Melbourne Test (Boxing Day Test):
MCG | Dec 26-30.

Sydney Test (New Year’s Test): SCG
| Jan 4-8.

Buttler lead star-studded lineup

ABU DHABI, Oct 16 :

(Agencies): The 2024
edition of the Abu Dhabi
T10 is set to be bigger
and better than ever,
with international crick-
et stars such as Dinesh
Karthik, Jos Buttler,
Jonny Bairstow, Marcus
Stoinis, Lockie Fergu-
son, and Rashid Khan
joining a stellar lineup
of global talent. This
season will feature two
new franchises, Bolts
Ajman and UP Nawabs,
expanding the tourna-
ment to 10 teams—the
largest in its history.

Defending champions
New York Strikers will
return to defend their
title, alongside Deccan
Gladiators, Northern
Warriors, Morrisville
Samp Army, Delhi
Bulls, Bangla Tigers,
Team Abu Dhabi, and
the newly rebranded
Chennai Brave Jaguars
(formerly The Chennai
Braves).

All teams have com-
pleted their player
retentions and signings

in preparation for the
crucial Players Draft,
which will take place
on October 17 at 6 pm
UAE time. With over 400
players from across the
globe registered for the
draft, teams will com-
pete to finalize their
lineups ahead of the
tournament.

The excitement is
heightened by a new
three-year broadcast
deal with Disney Star,
providing extensive
coverage in English
and regional languages
across India. Running
from November 21 to
December 2, the tour-
nament will culminate

Bengaluru crowd erupts with Virat Kohli chants
at Chinnaswamy Stadium

BENGALURU, Oct
16 (Agencies): Day 1
of the 1st Test between
India and New Zealand
might not have wit-
nessed any action yet,
with rain playing spoil-
sport. Nonetheless, the
fans remained upbeat,
cheering through a rainy
day at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium in Ben-
galuru on October 16,
Wednesday. Despite an
Orange Alert declared in
the city and the Karna-
taka government order-
ing work from home due
to inclement weather,
this couldn’t stop the
fans from turning up in
huge numbers despite

the incessant rain. Sup-
porters queued outside
the stadium amid per-
sistent showers before
finally gaining entry.

The toss was delayed,
but the fans continued
to fill the stadium, show-
casing their enthusiasm
for the game and its
players.

As the Indian team
shifted their base to an
indoor training session,
Virat Kohli made an
appearance, sending
the crowd into a frenzy.

The RCB star walked
across the stadium to
the indoor training area,
greeted by thunder-
ous cheers. Emerging
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star Yashasvi Jaiswal
accompanied Kohli,
eager to get into the
groove before the
match. Jaiswal has fre-
quently been seen prac-
tising alongside Kohli in
the nets, eager to learn
from the seasoned cam-
paigner.

Bengaluru’s love for

e R P

Kohli

Kohli’s arrival was
met with chants of his
name, creating the
perfect homecoming
for the crowd favourite.
The unbreakable bond
between the Bengaluru
fans, RCB, and Kohli
was on full display. Kohli
has always acknowl-

edged the love and sup-
port showered on him by
the fans.

Now, the Bengaluru
crowd eagerly awaits his
performance in whites
for India as they take on
New Zealand.

Although rain and driz-
zle persisted throughout
the day, fans remained
unfazed, waiting patient-
ly to support the Indian
team and their favorite
stars. Their dedication
highlighted the strong
connection between the
players and the sup-
porters, who braved the
weather in the hope of
witnessing some action
on the field.

Jasprit Bumrah has always been in our leadership
group: Rohit Sharma

BENGALURU, Oct 16 (Agen-
cies): India skipper Rohit
Sharma has vindicated Jasprit
Bumrah’s promotion as the
vice-captain for the three-Test
series against New Zealand,
terming the lead pacer as an
integral part of the leadership
group.

Bumrah’s elevation to vice-
captaincy for the Test series
came as a bit of surprise as
India did not have a deputy
to Rohit in the recent series
against Bangladesh. The deci-

sion has been viewed as a pre-
cursor to Bumrah stepping in as
India’s skipper during the tour to
Australia. Rohit is set to miss at
least one Test Down Under due
to personal reasons.

“Bumrah has played a lot of
cricket. I've played a lot of crick-
et with him. He understands
the game pretty well. He’s got
a good head on his shoulders.
When you talk to him, he under-
stands the game,” Rohit said.

“Tactically, | can’t say much
because he has not captained

much. He was captain in one
Test match and a couple of
T20s, | guess,” he added.

Bumrah had led India in the
rescheduled Test against Eng-
land in 2022 and marshalled the
side in the T20I series against
Ireland last year. “He under-
stands what is required. When
you are in a situation where you
need a leader to step up, | think
Bumrah will be one of them. So,
over the past, he’s always been
in our leadership group,” said
Rohit.

The 37-year-old said his pre-
mier pacer has seamlessly
moved to the role of a mentor
to the young pacers in the team.
“Whether it is speaking to the
bowlers who have just come into
the squad, whether it is discuss-
ing about how to move forward
as a team, he’s always been
part of that leadership group.
So, it's probably the right thing
to just have him around and
speak to the bowlers and inter-
nally discuss how to take the
team forward,” he said.

on UAE’s 53rd National
Day with the final at the
iconic Zayed Cricket
Stadium, which will host
the event until 2028.

TEAMS RETENTIONS
AND SIGNINGS:

New York Strikers

New Signings: Mathee-
sha Pathirana, Donovan
Ferreira.

Retentions: Kieron Pol-
lard, Mohammad Amir,
Sunil Narine, Akeal
Hossain, Muhammad
Waseem, Muhammad
Jawadulla.

Deccan Gladiators

New Signings: Jos
Buttler, Anrich Nortje,
Marcus Stoinis.

Retentions: Maheesh

Pooran, Andre Russell,
Tom Koher-Cadmore,
Zahoor Khan.

Delhi Bulls

New Signings: Wanin-
du Hasaranga, Tim
David, Romario Shep-
herd, Matthew Wade.

Retentions: Rovman
Powell, Muhammad
Rohid, Naveen-ul-Haq,
Fazlahaq Farooqi,
James Vince.

Team Abu Dhabi

New Signings: Jonny
Bairstow, Lockie Fergu-
son, Shimron Hetmyer,
AM Ghazanfar.

Retentions: Phil Salt,
Noor Ahmad, and Kyle
Mayers.

Northern Warriors

New Signings: Trent
Boult, Finn Allen, John-
son Charles, Sherfane
Rutherford, Saqgib Mah-
mood.

Retentions: Colin
Munro, Azmatullah
Omarzai, Ankur Sang-
wan.

Morrisville Samp Army

New Signings: David

Willey, Imad Wasim.

Retentions: Faf du
Plessis, Qais Ahmad,
Andries Gous.

Bangla Tigers

New Signings: Shakib
Al Hasan, Rashid Khan,
Liam Livingstone,
Iftikhar Ahmed, Dinesh
Karthik.

Retentions: Haz-
ratullah Zazai, Dasun
Shanaka, Joshua Little.

Chennai Brave Jag-
uars

New Signings: Chris
Lynn, Nuwan Thushara,
Thisara Perera, Dan
Lawrence, Rassie van
der Dussen.

Retentions: Aayan
Khan, George Munsey,
Bhanuka Rajapaksa.

UP Nawabs

New Signings: Rah-
manullah Gurbaz, Dawid
Malan, Tymal Mills, Adil
Rashid, Andre Fletcher.

Bolts Ajman

New Signings: James
Neesham, Mujheeb Ur
Rahman, Lungi Ngidi,
Gulbadin Naib, Haider
Ali.

Harmanpreet Kaur to lose
India captaincy after Women’s
T20 World Cup 2024 debacle?

Report makes big clai

NEW DELHI, Oct
16 (Agencies): India
failed to qualify for the
Women’s T20 World
Cup 2024 and skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur
has been facing a lot of
criticism for the team’s
disappointing perfor-
mance. India lost their
matches against New
Zealand and Australia
to crash out of the com-
petition and questions
remain over whether
Harmanpreet will retain
her captaincy following
the dismal run. Accord-
ing to a report by Indian
Express, the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India (BCCl) is all set to
take a call on whether
the team needs a new
captain.

The report claimed
that the BCCI will meet
head coach Amol
Muzumdar and the
selection committee to
discuss the future plan
and whether Harman-
preet will continue as
the captain of the side
or not.

“The BCCI will cer-
tainly discuss whether
to have a new captain
on board going ahead.
The Indian board has
provided everything
which the team wanted
and we feel it’s high
time a new face leads
the team going ahead.
Harmanpreet will con-
tinue to be an important
member of the team but
the BCCI feels it's time
for transition,” a source

m

in the Indian board told
the Indian Express.

Earlier, former Indian
women’s cricket team
captain Mithali Raj had
her say on whether
Harmanpreet should
continue as the skip-
per after the team’s bad
show in the T20 World
Cup 2024.

“It's up to BCCl and the
selectors to take a call
but If they are looking
to change this would be
the ideal time because
if you delay more then
we have another World
Cup on the horizon (two
years ) . If you are not
doing now, then don’t
do it later. Then it is
too close to the World
Cup. Smriti is there of
course and can be a
choice to consider for
the selectors (has been
vice-captain for long)
but | personally think
someone like Jemimah,
she’s 24, she’s young,
she will serve you longer
in the T20’s and she’s
someone who | feel
on the field gets that
energy. She speaks to
everybody. | was very
impressed by her in
this tournament,” the
former India skipper told
agency in an interview.
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BIP reaﬁirms cnmmitment to JaK, nledges o

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
new government, formed
by the National Confer-
ence (NC) in alliance
with Congress and inde-
pendent candidates, took
oath in Srinagar.

BJP securing the high-
est vote share of 26% in
the recently concluded
assembly elections of
Jammu & Kashmir, will
now assume its role
in opposition with full
responsibility.

Advocate Ishant Gupta,
BJP State IT Head for
Jammu & Kashmir,
emphasized that BJP’s
resounding success in
Jammu demonstrates
the unwavering trust and
support of the people
of the region. With zero
seats won by Congress
in the Jammu region, it is
clear that the people here
have rejected the politics
of division and aligned
themselves with BJP’s
vision for peace, stability,

and development. BJP’s
continued dedication to
the people. “We are here
to represent the voice of
Jammu and Kashmir with
full commitment. BJP will
continue to work for the
welfare of the people,
ensuring that their aspi-
rations are brought to the
forefrontin the Assembly,”
he said.

Gupta said he hopes
that the NC-Congress
Coalition Government will
ensure the development
of all regions and sections
of society “as demonstrat-

ed by the Modi Govern-

ment unlike the previous
NC Congress dispensa-
tions when Jammu and
Ladakh used to discrimi-
nated”. He further added
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is grateful to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir for their unwav-
ering support. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to
the people of Jammu
for delivering 29 seats
to BJP, reaffirming their
trust in our leadership.
We are also encouraged
by the increasing support

in Kashmir, where BJP’s
vote share has seen sig-
nificant growth, demon-
strating the expanding
reach of our message
across both regions.
Gupta said that as
the opposition, BJP will
remain vigilant in rep-
resenting the people’s
aspirations, holding the
government accountable,
and advocating for poli-
cies that promote secu-
rity, growth, and opportu-
nities for all. The party’s
presence in the Assembly
will ensure that the needs

and concerns of every
region are addressed.

He further added that
BJP remains committed
to working equally for the
peace, development and
prosperity of the entire
Jammu and Kashmir. Our
guiding principle of Nation
First, Party Second, Self
Last will continue to shape
our work as we strive to
fulfill the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
“Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas.”
We will ensure inclusive
development and foster
trust among all communi-
ties, ensuring that every
citizen of Jammu and
Kashmir benefits from
our efforts.

BJP’s journey in Jammu
and Kashmir is guided by
the trust placed in us by
the people, and we are
determined to work tire-
lessly to ensure a pros-
perous future for all and
prepare to champion peo-
ple’s interests in opposi-
tion.

Nussu Badragund residents aghast over dilapidated

condition of link road seeks admin 1ntervent10n

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Oct 16 :
The Residents of Nussu
Badragund area in South
Kashmir’s Anantnag dis-
trict have expressed
strong resentment
against the authorities
over dilapidated road
conditions in their local-
ity.

The residents said that
a link road connecting
in their locality with the
main road are dotted
with potholes, giving a
tough time for commut-
ers. adding that our roads
have turned muddy.
We are confined to our
homes during bad weath-
er as all roads are getting
waterlogged due to lack
of drainage system and
people are to facing dif-
ficulties in walking.

[3

They also claimed that
the road had not been
repaired, and no macad-
imization has been done
since decades, the locals
blamed that the authori-
ties weren’t concerned
for the inconvenience
caused to the commuters
due dilapidated condition
of roads.

They further claimed
that while all roads in
district Anantnag were
macadamized, the brief
stretch of link roads in

these have been forgot-
ten altogether by the
concerned department
and despite bringing the
issue into the notice of
concerned authorities
several times.

Meanwhile, residents
of the area appealed
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Anantnag and other
concerned department to
macadamise the road on
priority basis so that resi-
dents may have a sigh of
relief.

‘New Govt won’t discriminate on region or religion’

We will press for restoration of

statehood, Darbar Move: Sakina Itoo |

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 16:
Senior National Confer-
ence (NC) leader Sakina
Iltoo, who took oath as
a minister in the newly
formed Omar Abdul-
lah-led government on
Wednesday said that the
new government won'’t
discriminate on the basis
of region or religion.

She also assured the
public that the party is
committed to fulfilling the
people’s aspirations, par-
ticularly by pressing for
the restoration of Jammu
and Kashmir’s statehood.

Speaking shortly after
the swearing-in ceremo-
ny, Itoo said the mandate
given to the National Con-
ference and the respon-
sibility it bears to meet
the expectations of the
people.

“The people of Jammu
and Kashmir have given
us a huge mandate,
and we will ensure that
their hopes are met with
action. Our top priority
will be the restoration of
full statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir. We won'’t
discriminate based on
religion. Both regions
Kashmir and Jammu will
get equal representation.
From Kashmir we have
a CM and Deputy CM is

from Jammu,” Itoo said.

In addition to state-
hood, she highlighted the
National Conference’s
commitment to restor-
ing the traditional Darbar
Move, the bi-annual shift-
ing of the capital between
Srinagar and Jammu.

“The Darbar Move has
been an integral part of
Jammu and Kashmir's
administration, ensuring
balanced attention to both
Jammu and Srinagar. We
will work towards reviv-
ing this tradition to bridge
the gap between the two
regions,” she added.

Sakina Itoo, a senior
NC leader from South
Kashmir, is one of the
key figures in the Omar
Abdullah-led government,
which took office follow-
ing the historic assembly
elections.

On the recent electoral
victory, Itoo said that the
massive mandate given
to the National Confer-
ence reflects the people’s
desire for stability, devel-
opment, and the protec-
tion of Jammu and Kash-
mir's unique identity.

“This mandate shows
that people trust us to
lead them through these
challenging times. We
are aware of the respon-
sibilities that come with it,
and we are determined to

deliver on every front, be it
development, education,
healthcare,” Itoo said.

Govt Women Polytechnic
signs MOU with Classic
Enterprises Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: In a
significant step towards
empowering women in
technology and vocation-
al skills, the Government
Polytechnic for Women
Jammu has officially
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
with Classic Enterprises,
Jammu a leading manu-
facturer of home appli-
ances. The agreement
was formalized in a cer-
emony held at the Clas-
sic Enterprise’s Gangyal,
Jammu in presence of
Er. Kamal Kumar TPO
and Er. Naresh Gupta
H.O.D E&C/Electrical
Engineering of this Insti-
tution..

This partnership aims
to provide students with
valuable exposure to the
home appliances indus-
try, facilitating intern-
ships, hands-on training,
and workshops. Through
this collaboration, stu-
dents will gain practical
knowledge and skills that
align with industry stan-
dards, enhancing their
employability in a com-
petitive job market.

Speaking at the event,
Er. Suket Gupta, Princi-
pal of Govt. Polytech-
nic for Women Jammu,

expressed enthusiasm
for the collaboration.
“This MoU marks a piv-
otal moment for our stu-
dents, allowing them to
bridge the gap between
academic knowledge
and practical application
in the industry. We are
excited about the oppor-
tunities this partnership
will create.”

Sh. Sudhir Gupta, Man-
aging Director of Classic
Enterprises, emphasized
the importance of invest-
ing in the next generation
of women professionals.
“We believe in fostering
talent and empowering
women in the workforce.
This collaboration will
help us nurture skilled
individuals who can
contribute meaningfully
to our industry.”

The MOU outlines vari-
ous initiatives, including
workshops on emerging
technologies in home
appliances, guest lec-
tures by industry experts,
and potential job place-
ments for graduates.

As part of this part-
nership, both organiza-
tions are committed to
promoting skill develop-
ment and creating a sup-
portive environment for
women aspiring to excel
in technical fields.

GHSS RS Pura boys launch OLABS

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: In
an extraordinary stride
toward revolutionizing
educational practices
and fostering high-
quality learning, GHSS
RS Pura Boys proudly
inaugurated the OLABS
study technique today.

This cutting-edge vir-
tual lab initiative was
launched in the Zoology
Lab by Divya Mahajan,
Lecturer in Zoology,
under the guidance of
the Principal, Neelam
Gupta.

OLABS, or Online
Labs, is an innovative
platform providing inter-
active simulations for
science and mathemat-
ics experiments tailored
for school students.

The program allows
learners to perform
virtual experiments,
enhancing their practical
understanding of sub-
jects without needing a
physical laboratory.

“OLABS offers a
unique opportunity for
students to explore sci-
entific experiments in a
simulated environment,
making practical learn-
ing accessible, even for
institutions with limited
lab resources or during

remote Iearnlng said
Principal Neelam Gupta,
emphasizing the pro-
gram’s potential to trans-
form science education.

Further explaining the
benefits of this remark-
able platform, Divya
Mahajan remarked,
“OLABS empowers stu-
dents with virtual labo-
ratory experiences that
align seamlessly with
their academic cur-
ricula. Through these
interactive simulations,
students can engage in
experiments in physics,
chemistry, and biology,
which not only reinforce
theoretical concepts but
also provide a safe, self-
paced environment to
deepen their scientific
understanding.”

The launch witnessed
an enthusiastic response
from students, whose
eagerness was palpa-

ble. One of the students
shared, “I'm thrilled to
learn through OLabs! It
makes practical lessons
incredibly engaging and
easier to understand.
Performing experiments
on the computer allows
me to see results instant-
ly, making me feel like a
real scientist. This is an
amazing way to learn,
and I'm grateful for this
experience.”

GHSS RS Pura boys
continues to set bench-
marks in modern edu-
cational techniques,
integrating technology
to create an enriched
learning environment for
its students. By adopting
OLABS, the school reaf-
firms its commitment to
staying at the forefront of
educational innovation,
ensuring that its students
gain a dynamic, future-
ready education.

GGM Science College organises workshop
on Communication and Life Skills

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 16: The
Guidance, Counselling
and Facilitation Commit-
tee at GGM Science Col-
lege, under the National
Education Policy (NEP-
2020), organized a one-
day workshop on Com-
munication and Life Skills
aimed at preparing stu-
dents to effectively tackle
life’s diverse challenges.

The event was targeted
to build resilience and
adaptability and was
held under the esteemed
guidance of Prof. (Dr.)
Romesh Kumar Gupta,
Principal of GGM Sci-
ence College.

The workshop featured
a keynote lecture by Dr.
Jyoti Sharma, Associate
Professor at the Depart-
ment of Commerce,
University of Jammu.
Dr. Sharma shared valu-
able insights into the
importance of effective
communication skills

for managing real-life
situations and enhanc-
ing overall well-being.
Her talk emphasized
the critical role of tech-
nological advancements
in efficiently managing
life’'s demands, enabling
participants to develop
a balanced, adaptable
approach.

In his address, Dr.
Gupta emphasized the
significance of such
workshops in promot-
ing holistic personal
development, equipping
students with essential
skills for success across
various life domains. He
commended the dedica-
tion of both students and
faculty in organizing ini-
tiatives focused on per-
sonality grooming, cru-
cial for navigating todays
dynamic world.

The workshop wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from students, led
by Sumeet Kumar and
Mohd. Ayoub Jaan. Stu-

dents gained a compre-
hensive understanding
of skills essential for aca-
demic and professional
success. Dr. Vandana
Khajuria, Convener of the
Guidance, Counselling,
and Facilitation Commit-
tee, encouraged students
to continuously engage
in such opportunities for
ongoing personal and
professional growth.

Earlier, the program
commenced with a wel-
come address by student
representative Chakshu
Sharma and was coordi-
nated by faculty members
Prof. Sunita Kumari, Prof.
Varun Arya, and Dr. Ritika
Singh. Among others the
event was attended by
Dr. Sunil Dutt, Dr. Suram
Singh, and Dr. Sumiksha
Thakur. The workshop
concluded with a formal
vote of thanks, marking
the end of a highly enrich-
ing day focused on life
skills and personal devel-
opment.
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