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Omar thanks
NC MLAs

for electing
him leader
of legislature

party

SRINAGAR, Oct
11 (Agencies): Omar
Abdullah thanked the
National Conference
(NC) legislators on
Thursday for electing
him their leader so that
he can stake claim to
form the government in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“You are aware of
the decision that was
taken. A meeting of
the NC legislature
party took place, the
legislature party has
decided its leader and
| am thankful from the
bottom of my heart to
the NC legislators that
they have reposed their
faith in me and given
me a chance to stake
claim for government
formation,” Abdullah
told reporters after he
was elected the leader
of the legislature party
here.

He said four of the
seven Independent
MLAs have extended
support to the NC,
taking the party’s
strength to 46.

Light
snowfall
over higher
reaches of
J&K on Oct
16, 17: MeT

SRINAGAR, Oct
11 (Agencies): The
Meteorological Centre
Srinagar Friday said
the few higher reaches
of J&K will likely to
receive light snowfall
during October 16-17.

It also predicted dry
weather till October 15.

From October 11-15
the weather conditions
will likely to remain dry,
the MeT official said.

He said from October
16-17 there will be gen-
erally cloudy with light
rain (light snow at few
higher reaches) with
thunder at scattered
places of Kashmir
and isolated places of
Jammu division.

From October 18-19
there is a possibility
of partly to generally
cloudy weather with
possibility of spell of
very light rain at iso-
lated places of Kashmir
division.

mTurnto page 9

NEW DELHI, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): As the National Conference
(NC) Vice President, Omar Abdul-
lah, promised to pass a resolu-
tion demanding the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s (J&K) state-
hood, BJP leader Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi on Friday said the Central
and state government together will
discuss matters, take suggestions
and implement whatever they think
will be best according to the Con-
stitution.

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said, “The
election held in J&K was for the
victory of democracy. People exer-
cised their right to vote with great
passion and enthusiasm. This is a
symbol of the fact that the people
of J&K believe in democracy with
values ??and decorum.”

Naqvi asserted that the new gov-
ernment of J&K has the constitu-

tional responsibility to work for the
welfare of the people.

“The new government of J&K has
a constitutional responsibility to
work hard for the security, respect,
and prosperity of the Union Ter-
ritory. Apart from this, whatever
proposals the Centre and the state
government will discuss together

will be implemented according to
the Constitution,” he added.

Naqvi hit out at the Congress for
raising questions on the Electronic
Voting Machines’ (EVM) function-
ing after a poor show in Haryana
Assembly polls and said, “I think
the Congress is not seeing its own
shortcomings. The Congress is
cleaning the mirror despite having
dust on its face. If there is dust on
their face, they should not wash
the mirror.

“The Congress is not trying to
understand the main problem and
is completely ignoring it. | think
they didn’t perform well in Hary-
ana because of their shortcomings.
However, they are now raising
questions about the EVMs after
facing defeat. First, they should
try to solve the problems they are

mTurn to page 9

Bakshi Stadium witnesses overwhelming
turnout for 2nd Legends League match

SRINAGAR, Oct 11

(Agencies): Bakshi
Stadium witnessed an
overwhelming turnout as
second day of the much-
anticipated Legends

League Cricket unfolded
in the heart of Srinagar,
with fans eager to see
Chris Gayle in action.
Cricket enthusiasts
from all corners of the

region flocked to the
venue to watch second
match of the Legends
League tournament.
The atmosphere
was electric, with fans
eagerly waiting to watch
cricketing legend Chris
Gayle. His anticipated
participation in today’s
match has created a
buzz, with supporters
expressing their excite-
ment for a chance to
witness the West Indian
powerhouse in action.
“Chris Gayle has been

=Turn to page 9

State Election Commission begins
process of Panchayat polls in J-K

SRINAGAR, Oct 11
(Agencies): The State
Election Commis-
sion (SEC) has initi-
ated process of holding
Panchayat elections in
the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir, with
directions passed to all
Deputy Commissioners
to provide the soft copies
of Final Panchayat Elec-
toral Roll 2024.

In a letter to Deputy
Commissioners of all
districts of Jammu &
Kashmir, the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC)
has directed them to

provide soft copy of
Final Panchayat Elec-
toral Roll.

“Kindly refer to the
subject cited above.
In this context, | am
directed to request you
to kindly provide the
soft copies of Final Pan-
chayat Electoral Roll
2024 (without photo) for
uploading on the web-
site of State Election
Commission,” an official
letter signed by Susheel
Kumar, Secretary State
Election Commission
reads.

The SEC has directed

all Deputy Commis-
sioners of J&K that soft
copies of Final Pan-
chayat Electoral Roll
2024 can be mailed to
the official email sec-
jammukashmir@jk.gov.
in.

Notably the elections
for J&K Legislative
Assembly were held
recently in three phases
on Sept 18, Sept 25 and
Oct 01, while as count-
ing of votes took place
on Oct 08. The elections
passed off peacefully
with 64 percent voter

mTurnto page 9

Ramban residents demand swift police
action to trace missing mother of 4

BANIHAL, Oct 11
(Agencies): The resi-
dents of Ramban staged
peaceful candle march
at various locations
of the district includ-
ing main market Halla,
Jatgalli, Shandri, Ghari

and Kumait villages
of Ramban district,
demanding justice for
Salesha Devi and her
four children.

The locals said Sale-
sha Devi (38), wife of
Jeevan Singh, resident

of Jatgalli Tehsil Rajgarh
in district Ramban has
been missing for over a
month, but the Ramban
police have yet to yield
any concrete results.
The community, united
in their quest for justice,
urged the police authori-
ties to take swift and
stringent action against
suspected culprits and
book them under rele-
vant sections of the law.
They sought prompt
justice for the victim and
her four innocent chil-
dren at home.
=Turn to page 9

LG Manoj Sinha Visits Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine

—
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JAMMU, Oct 11
(Agencies): Jammu

and Kashmir Lt Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on
Friday paid obeisance
at Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine atop Trikuta hills
in Reasi district.

During his visit, he
offered prayers for
peace, prosperity, happi-
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ness, and the well-being
of all.

“Paid obeisance at
revered Shri Mata Vaish-
no Devi Shrine on the
auspicious occasion of
Durga Puja and prayed
for J&K’s prosperity and
the well-being of all,”
Office of LG J&K post
on X.

J&K Admin Introduces New Recruitment
Rules for Police Gazetted Service

JAMMU, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
on Friday introduced
new recruitment guide-
lines for the Jammu and
Kashmir Police (Gazett-
ed) Service.

The rules, brought into
effect through a govern-
ment notification (SO
500), mark a significant

1.

shift in the recruitment
process for police offi-

cers.

According to the noti-
fication, recruitment will
be conducted through
direct appointments and
promotions.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Public Service Com-
mission (JKPSC) will
handle direct recruit-
ment, while promotions

=Turn to page 9
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20 killed in
attack on
miners in
Pakistan

KARACHI, Oct 11
(Agencies): At least
20 miners were killed
and eight others were
injured early Friday
when unidentified armed
men attacked their coal
mines in Pakistan’s res-
tive Balochistan prov-
ince.

The incident occurred
in the Dukki area of the
province, Dunya News
reported.

The attack is the latest
in a string of violence in
Pakistan. It comes less
ahead of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisa-
tion’s summit to be held
in the national capital.

According to District
Chairman Dukki Haji
Khair Ullah Nasir, the
attackers used hand
grenades and rocket
launchers in the attack.
He said that there are
ten coal mines located
in the area.

Nasir said that the
attackers also set
ablaze mining machin-
ery before fleeing the
scene.

At least 20 miners
were killed and eight

=Turnto page 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, October 11, 2024

-
sad and untimely demise of our beloved Smt| & _
Bimla Hangshoo W/o Tej Krishan Hangshoo| 1 Siessl 4

of Sangrampora Sopore on 03-10-2024. e

12-10-2024, 08:30 hrs at Muthi Ghat near‘L :

Dir. School Education &/p H Mo, 102 Ambika®" = £ LY
Vihar Gole Gujral Camp near PHC Talab SmtBimia Hangshoo
Girief Stricken :

'Fltj Krisham H::n.g:l-nne:u 1Hl.|g.l;nru;l:| = 4190830, ATHENE2ETS

{Bmiher & Bhabi)

Daughter & Son in law

Smt Kanchan & SunilJi Bmal- 99DE356219

Bister & Brother in law

Smt Shama Koul -FH9502 98723

Smt Sunhs & PJ Bhat - 8492004581

Smt Lovely & MK Pandkta- 10157873

With profound grief and somow we inform the |
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on
Tille Jamimu.

Smt Sunila & Sanjay Hangshoo -9419206730, 9149607885
Smt Bimla & S K Bhat (Lalad) - 8419220100

Girard Child : Mid haan

Wikth prodourd griefand eorow we infonm you about the
untimealy demiss of aur beloved Smi. Rama Dewvi Win
Sh, Omni Chard (Ex. Chairperson of B.D.C Brade reahh
Tenth Day wil b2 performed on 16-10-2024
(Wedresday) al our residence Rio Gwari Galla
Hhaderwah at 10,00 am,

G RIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Omi Chand - Husband

Smt. Al & Daya Krishan - Son & Daug hter-in-law
Smt. Anu & Mukesh - do -

Emt. Ugha & Primm Singh - Daughtar & Son-in-law
Smt. Vidya & Dijesi = g =

Smi. Guod| & Lakh Fhi = i -

Sml. Asha & Lale Inder Knshan -do -

Sml. Pammi & Rakesh Raime -do - Maol:- 7006093107

IG rand Children: Vimal, Lavya, Kashab, Dhristi

BARKHI

BARKHI of our revered Shri OM
PRAKASH THARMATT S/o Late Shr
Devi Chand Tharmatt of Udhampur will
be performed on 12/10/2024 on 10 AM

at our residence opposite Head post

office Shakti Nagar Udhampur

DEEPLY MISSED AND FONDLY

REMEMBERED BY

Daughters in law and Sons- Shri OM PRAKASH
Smi. Vikesh Sharma and Sh. 1. M. Tharmatt THARMATT

Smt. Neetu Sharma and Sh. 5. M. Tharmatt
Smi. Sulekha Sharma and Sh. K. M. Tharmatt
Daughters and Sons in law-

Smt. Satyanishtha W/o Late Sh. Vijay Dublia
GRIEF STRICKEN- THARMATT FAMILY
PHONE NO. - 9906044672

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform you about the sad demisa of bel oved
mother Mrs. Leela Gandotra (W/o Late Sh
RD Gandolra).
10th Day will be perfoermed on Thursday
10th Od, 2024 at our resldance 426 AJB,
Mear Post Office, Gandhi Magar at 11 AM.
Kriya will ba performed on 12th Oct, 2024
al our resldance at 12 Maon.

GRIEF STRICKEM:-
Daughters in-Law & Sons MRS. LEELA
Mrs Anjna & Mr Rajnder Kumar Gardolra and Family GANDOTRA

Mrs Rita & Late Col, Ravi Kumar Gandotrs and Famiy
Krs Kiran & Lale Mr Shyam Kumar Gargotra and Family
Sh Ramial Gardolra (Devar} ard Family

(Daughters & Sons-in-law)

smtSudha & Sh Radhe Sham Abrd and Family

Smil Reva & Sh WK Abed ard Family

Contact No: 3419116347, 341 91-04425

OBITUARY/10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & somow, wa regrat o
inform the sad demise of our beloved
fathar Sh. Saligram Mussa ([Retd.
Branch Manager, National Insurance
Company) Sfo Lt Sh, Hriday Nath Mussa
Rfo Marand, Mattan Ananinag Kashmir,
Presently at H.Mo. 220/B, Lane Mo-3,
Friends Sector, Subash Nagar, Jammu.
10TH DAY KRIYA will ba hald on 12th of
Octobar 2024 (Saturday) at 00 AM near|
Directorate of Scheool Education Muthi,
Jarmmi.
EF STRICKEN

mi. Kanta Davi - Sketer
smit. Usha Ji & Sh. Sanjay Mussa (LIC of Indla) - Daughter-in-law & San
amit, Sunita Santoshi & She Sunil Mussa Daughter-in-law & San
Emi. Nisha & Sh. Bimal Ji Khar - Daughter & Son.in-aw
Grand Children : Rahul, Meha, Rohit, Deegika, Surbhi,
Shubam ., Sheen, Duggu & Arshu.
Contact : 8419307072, TA8241E17T8, 065T208640
Samast Mussa's, Kichloo's, Tickoo's & Khar Parivar

Sh. Saligram Mussa

[Ratd. Branch Managor, Nastional
Insurance G|

CHOUBARSI

"FOUR YEARS HAS PASSED, BUT THE LESSONS
YOU TAUGHT US AND YOUR LEGACY OF KIND-
MNESS, GENEROSITY AND WISDOM CONTINUES
[ TO INSPIRE US EVERY DAY "
FOURTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF DUR
BELOVED FATHER SH. DHARAM PAUL GUPTA
WILL BE PERFORMED OM 12TH OF OCTOBER
2024 AT OUR RESIDENCE HOUSE MO, 349,
SEC.J, NANAK NAGAR, JAMMU,
GRIEF STRICKEN: -
SMT CHAMPA GUPTA (WIFE)
SOM AND DAUGHTER-TN-LAW
MR. DEEPAK GUPTA 8 MRS, SHIVANI GUPTA
DAUGHTERS & SONS-IN-LAW
MRS, PALVT & VIKAS GLFTA
MRS. SHIVANI & LOKESH GUPTA
GRAND CHILDREN:
AARAN, SHIVAAY, DISHA, DIYA, SHIVANSH, DIVA
PH: 9796046363, 9906299993

DEEPLY MISSED & REMEMBERED BY:-

SH. PURAN CHAND

SHRADHANJALI
(WOURNING FROM MALYUN SIDE)

With grodund gradand sonces, we informs halous desnes] daugh e andss |
Br EmL Asa Man (Bsby)Wio Bh Masu Farawal & D L% She Maktes
L Wt e Lavle St Mhand M o BaQaioen Sdragar, now &l Subiash
Pagar Exi 1 Jarem, kit o hay e nly doooe on Bh 0ot 2034

Mo wrriing Fromn M lyun side sil b obsersd gt ke meiaws, H o, 2348
A Blrek Reop Mager Enclece Jamsie mad 10eh Doy il ba perbrses o
1Th Gl ol Mulhi Ghal nesr Dirsclem e 0f hoo! Edicaloe.

G Bwic ket

. Faparean Man Wa LL Gh, PP Mar- Susly

Fu. BK. Mg & Sml Ratr bierd - Unche & direy

Samars & Brothe o

Bal. ‘jay & Or ALK Pessr - 1
1. forakha & Sh, Norgh [kar

Sl o Bia & B, Susil Koul Smt. Asha Misri (Baby)
=l Fonily

Brothiel & S swrd il Suricdir § Veana, Aargh L Resh, Rtedh & Meeru, Fileth & Frapma

P &l ther chidssn

Lt §h. Dharam Paul Gupia
(Fad. Chief Manager
JCC Bank)

O e Masnyaira
Coraci Mosc Bl 16207, B419100835, T 1&56WT, M MAEH

BARKHI

It has beenan year since we have lost the most pre-
Cious nealm of our [fe. That reaim which was colorful
suddenly beame black and white..

BARKHI of our beoved Late Sh. Ravi Singh
Jarmwal 5/o Late Sh, Chaman Singh Jamwal resident
of Birpur néar Data Banpat Dev )i Mandir will be per-
ormad at our residence on 12 October 2024
Saturday at 12:040 Moon omwards.

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY

Smt. Padma Jarewal (Mother)

Smt. Padja Jamwal j]

Mr. Dushyant Sing h Jamwal (Son)

Mr. Cev Argan Singh Jamwal (Son)

Sh. Bikrarn Singh Jamwal (Brother)

Sh. Sudhir Singh Jamwa | ( Brother)

Mr. Dhanish Singh (Brother)

Smt. Anju Charak and Sh.Prabhat Singh (Sister and B rother-in-bBw)

Contact No. 810779051, 969763580, 6006 13111, 77R0954356, B49 300685 1

10TH DAY KRIYA

With prafound grief and deep sormow, we regrel fo
inform the =ad demise of Dr. Dwarka Math Dhar
Durani (Frisal Kulgam).

10th Day will be performed on Saturday, 120
October 2024 al Aland Ghat, Pune at 3:00 AM.
Grief Stricken:

Mihini Dhar (Wife)

{Daughter & Son-in-law)

Kundan and Bharat Bushan Raina

{Son & Daughter-in-law)

LATE SH. RAVI SINGH
JAMWAL

Manoranjan & Sarla Ohar L
suman Char (Daughter) Dr. Dwarka Nath Dhar
(Grand Children) Durani

Midhi, Siddhi, Rounak, Amulya, Nishant & Shwata
Raama & Yuvaan (Great Grand Children)
PhoSsaa2ariid

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Tenth Day Friya of 0w beloved Sh. R Kumar Mattoo 5o Lk
Sh. Bad hlath Malibe Rfo Sebdan (Budgarn]. Presenty & Houss
Mo 22, Lare Mo 4 Skantpumm, Mot dammu (Mear Manu Shdio
Munkipal Park) wil be prdomed on 13h Cclober X024
{Samrday) & 230 ke &t Muthi Chal Jammu, nesr Ciree brme of
Echoal Bducalion,

ouer untime by 55 demes he Bt 8l of s completely &hocked,
ghatiered and fearboken e pey b almighy © orant &6 mal

peace o pour mobE soul
GRIEF STRICKEM:

Smi & Sh. DK, Ganjeo {Uincia)
St Bimb 3 Matoo {Bant)

et Rajnl Matoo [WHe) Sh. Raj Kumar Mattoo
Sent. & Sh. 5.K. Ghat (sstar)

Srnt & Gh. Swrinder Ma oo {10: revk i) i T
Smit & She Romesh Fa Hoo {Brvt B 5, Ga %
feshi {Daughter) Mo b FODE9 05695, 34699 58860,

Byush (Som) TRED-030 530, BR00 252475

CHOUBARSI

Four years have passed since yvou left us for
heawvanly abode. Your teachings, bessings and
lovely memories will contnue to inspine and
guida us. Your unforgetiable sweet mermoriaes,
smiling face and noble qualities will remain
with us throughiout our life. We deeply miss you
and fesl your presence around us, May god
grant your noble soul the starnal peace. -
CHOUBARSI of our beloved Father Labe.
Sh. Ravinder Puri {Wife Smt. Anita Puri)

will be performed at our residenca at ward
Mo-07, Gran Mode, Paddar NEAR S amadhi
Mandir, Reasl on 12-10-2024, Saturday.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:

SMT ANITA PURI- Wite

AND PURI FAMILY

Contact No 3419974002, 2622222210
_—------ P(£ - P[«-«----

" LATE. SH.
RAVINDER PURI

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Tenth Day Kriya of Shri Badr Math Bhat, S'o
Late Shri Jia Lal Bhat, original resident of
Wandhama, Ganderbal, Kashmir, at present H Na
2TAT2, Lane Mo. 2, Amar Colony, Talab Tillo,
Jarmmu shall be performed on Satwday, 12th, Oct,
2024 at 6.30am, Muthi Ghat (Near Direclorate of
School Education), Jammu,

GRIEF STRICKEN:

St Raj Dultari (Wik)

{Sistors & Brothars-in-law)

Simt. Sharts Ehat (Wi Lt Sh S Karth Bhat) (Rexd: JKP
Smt. Mohini (Babd) & Sh fzhok Ban Roed, Bducation Dept)
|Sistor s«n.kow & Brodhars)

Sh. Puehiar Nath Brat [Vijgyshear Karyalyy, Tabb Tille)
Smt. SannsivE Sh Bushan Lal Brat (Reid: 4G Ofioe)

Smt. Pumina & Sh Pan Math Bhat [Reid: JKPOD)

Smi. Rohini & Sh. Tel Kri hen Bhat (Reld: Almao s Authoriy)
| Daughters-indaw & Sons)

St Jullee & Sh. Ganpy Bhat (J&K Bank)

Smi. Sippy & Bh Amit Bhot (Ganiemesh india Pyt Lid,)
|Daughtons and Soms.dn-low)

Smi. Reeta & Sh, Ashwani Safaye (Ag Office & Agricutuml Depit. )
Smt. Suneeta & Sh, Rajesh Raima (ncome ax Dept.)

Kaul (Habba Hadall, Ma lloa [Manigam] & Raina (Thejwam), Pariwar
Mob: 9586623608, S536T 15770, AT6TOII661

10th DAY/ KRIYA [~ ]

With profound griel and sorrow we fegrel 1o
irform the sad demise of our beloved

Smi. Janak Gupta Wio Li. Sh. Kul Bhughan
Gupta (Ramnagar Wa e} Rf'o 267-A, Last Morh,
Gandhi Magar, Jammu- 180004

i0th Day wil be perfommed on  1ith
October 2024 (Frday) a1 11:00 AM at Ana
Samaj Mandir, Staalri Nagar.

KRIYA snal be parormad at our resldence onf
141h Ociobes, 2024 (Monda y) at 12:00 Noon,
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sons and Daughters-in-law
Fajesh Gupta amd Nigha Gupta

Shrl Badri Nath Bhat

" '-—_7'
Smit. Janak Gupta

Grand Chilkdren: Karan
ISparah’ Lakahmi/ shia
Contact MNo. 9143793923,

Sh, Kewa | Krishan Vald & Lt. Smt Tripta Waid
LL Sh. Subash Chander Vaid & Smil. Rani Dewi
Sistars & Jijaji

LL Smt Kamb Devi & Lt Sh Shiv Kumar Gupla
Smt Vieerna Gupla & Sh. Suresh Gupla

Ajay Gupla & Tina Gupta (Nephew & Daug hter-in-law)

483061 241144187,
WATTRTTT

Sarkar) on 4 October 2024.

Tenth Day will be performed on
Salurday, 12th October 2024, at
our residence Banhore village,
Kathua at 11 am. Kriya will be par-
formed an Sunday, 13th October ‘
S Sh. Bharat Prasad Sharma
Smt.Adarsh Bala (Wife) (Principal GHSS, Gandhi Nagar)

Suman Bala (Sister)

Sh.Romesh Chander Khajuria (Brother in law)

Smi. Swama and Pawan Upadhaya (Sister and Brother in law)
Abhinandan Sharma and lla Sharma (Son and Daughter in law)
Anurag Sharma and Arpita (Daughters)

Phone No. 9536018040, 9086877758, 9796466340

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Tenth Day Krya of our Reverad Karam Yogi
JFt. Chaman Lal Koul Padroo S0 Late Arjan
Math Padroo, orgnally a resident of Bohri
Kadal /| Karan Magar, Srinagar, Kashmir, =t
FPresent H.Mo. 204, Wazir Lane, behind
Devan's Wine Faclory, Bohrl, Talab Tillo,
Jammu, will be held at MUTHI GHAT Jammu,
hear the Drectorate of School Education on
Sunday, 13th October 2024,

The assambly will ba held at 2:00 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sons & Daughtars -in-law

Sanjay Koul & Dolly Koul

Sunil Koul & Jyati Koul

Mine Koul & Suman Houl

[Daug hilers and Sons-in-law:

2 rju & Rajinder Koul

Shibvani & Vikas Koul

Smirill & Abhishek Rana

Brothers & Sistems-in-hw

eerm j Houl

Santosh Koul & Santosh Kakpurl

Karam Yegi Pt. Chaman Lal
Koul Padmoo

Sisters & Brolhers-in-law
Sarla & Ashok Ganpo

Sanpy Kaloo

Grand Children:

Sanchit, Nripa, Sunjyol, Bulbul

TENTH DAY KRIYA
With pmiourd grief and sormow, we egret o inform the
sad demilse of our beloved Mothar Smt Jagat Ranl
Kaul { Sheelaji) W' L1 3h. Jagan Nath Kaul orgira
Iy Resident of Gund Jaffer Anantnag, Kashmir, left for
heavenly abods on 071 02024, .
Tenth Day Kriya wil be paformed on 161002024 o
(Wedresday) at Ganga Ghay Murad Magar and 5
Assambly at A-19, FM-1&2, Shalimar Gaden Ext 2,
Ghazabad, LIPat 1100 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughter's and Sons Im |aw

St Sarla Waliand Sh. B L Wali

Smt Pami Kandmo & Lt Sh Ramesh Crander Kandmo
St. Anita Bazaz Wio Lt. Sh Raja Ji Bamaz

Son and Daughter in law

Sh. Sunil Kaul (Bubao jfi ard Smé. Shanoo Kaul

Sh. Rakesh Kaul (Raju Ji) and Srt. Neera Kaul
Childrens: Rashy, Sathi Jimmy, Deapak, Komal, Gopl, Rishab, Anshu, Chetan, Kesar
Your memereswil akvays remaininour hears

Also remembared by Raina's, Kaul's, Pandita’s, Wali's; Kandroo's and Bazaz's
Contact: 9811772375, 8178304476, 9801128616, TTO0999622, 9419110582

Smt. Jagat Rani Kaul
(Sheelaji)

13TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sormow, we regret to infarm
ihe sad demise of our beloved falher Sh Rajinder
Singh Manhas (Retd BDO) Sio Late Sh Thakur
Phule| Singh Manhas Rio Sarcl Bagh, Braderwah, al

Presert Rio H No. 3185 Shart Magar, Disco Road,
Ol Janipur, Jammu on 30th Seplember 2024,

13TH DAY | KRIYA will be performed on 121h Ochober
2024 (Satueday) at our residence H No. 31385 Shant
hagar, Disco Road, Ob Janipur, Jammu at 12.00E
Noan.

Grief Stricken

Smt Bima Manhas (Wife)

Sons & Daughters-in Slaw

Mr Amit Singh Manhas and Mrs Rinki Kobwal

Mr Sumit Singh Manhasand Mrs Rajnish Rajput
Daughiber

Mrs Bhavna Singh

Grand Children :

Eashu, Meeshi, Parisha, Pranika and Miyati

Manhas

(Mobile No's:
BBO3651209,
8493981182)

[With presfound il & soimw, wa Nfeim (e unbimsly sad
[damia of aur balevad 5h Dr Kuld eap Raj Sharma S L1 Shr
Hai Ram crginal resident of Waerd No, 60, Mohalls Famch,
Paloum, A prasen macken of H Mo, 16(A), Sscler-3, Famgnah
Cabony, Main Stop Jenipur. Jemmu on 3 of Oclobar 2024
| Thusssclay |
TENTH DAY wil bs perkmed af our medence on 11h of
[Ccsabar 2024 (Friday) st 1100 AR [
HRIVA will b parfarmed 8t aur s elisrcs an 171h of Celabar)
2024 (Sotumay) ot 1:00 P
UTHALA wil ba parbmmed st our meidance o 121h ofM
[Octaber 20248 (Falurday] ot 400 PRL
GRIEF STRICKEN :

Li Smi Fatya Fharma (Wike)

Cawray Shamma & Kamakshi Shame Son & Dasghier in o)
Dmighter & Son in law |
Samrti Sharma & Ami Sharma

Brofer & Bhabii

Sh Ram Paul Shaima & Smé Sudes h Sharms

Sh Fam Sansp Sharrma & St Misha Shamo (Muipe]
Sh Suahil Shanma & Smi Sushma Sharmna (Merpur
Sister & Brother in lown

Smt Honts Oovid L15h Shoshl Pandi

Smt Sanimah Dewi & Lt Sh Jagdsh Chonder Kowhal
Bmther in laws & Sister inlow

Lt &5 Macan Lal& Lt St Korckon Do

Sh Bragat Bam & S Acha Bani

Lt &b Yogm) Shama & Smt Sudesh Kuman

" Sh Dr Kuldeep Raj
Sharma

Mob : 6006424551
9796855878

Sh Or Despek Sharma & S Pinkd Devl
Sh Satieh Sharma & Smt Mutsn Shama

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Returning Officer Chenani Constituency Book “Dogri Lok Gatha: Sarup te Vishleshan” will
exposed for massive fraud to help BJP help in understandlng Dogra hlstory Sham Lal

Top News Report
Declare Chenani Assembly election null and void: Harsh Dev

JAMMU, Oct 11: Nasib

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Oct 11:
Accusing the Returning
Officer Chenani Assembly
constituency of indulging
in fraudulent practices,
bias and prejudice in the
just concluded Assem-
bly elections and illegally
favouring BJP, Harsh Dev
Singh on Friday sought civil
and criminal action against
the delinquent officer with
exemplary punishment to
the latter which could act as
deterrent for other corrupt
and unscrupulous officers.
Singh pointed out that Bal-
want Singh Mankotia , the
BJP candidate from Che-
nani filed his nomination
form along with affidavit on
11th September, 2024 in
which several pages were
missing besides provision
of false information by him
in the remaining pages.

The affidavit starts from
Page No 7 in which Page
No 9 is missing and details
concealed. The self printed
affidavit was not in con-
sonance with the actual
affidavit prescribed for
the purpose. Besides the
details of rent and govt
dues in respect of power,
water, telephone, etc were
not given which is manda-
tory. Likewise two columns
on Page No 21 were kept
vacant which alone in itself
is a major defect under
section 33 RPA and consti-
tutes a substantial ground
for rejection of Nomination
form as clearly directed by
the ECI.

The matter was reported
to RO on 12th September
which was the last date for

filing nomination paper.

The RO was categorically
apprised about the lapses
and he also knew that the
nomination paper of the
BJP candidate is incom-
plete, pages were missing
and columns left blank but
he chose to side with the
defaulting candidate only
under pressure of ruling
party.

The rule book issued by
ECI says that the Nomi-
nation paper/ Affidavit of
the candidate should be
uploaded on website within
24 hours of filing the same
by the candidate and in any
case not later than 3 p.mon
the last date fixed for filing
the nomination.

The fraudulent practice
therefore is crystal clear
and deserves due action by
ECI, govt and police admin-
istration. These are not only
the Election offences but
criminal offences as well
committed by the BJP can-
didate. He was addressing
the press conference in
Udhampur today.

Singh further stated that
the said RO called Manko-
tia on 13th September,
2024 and asked him to file
another affidavit notwith-
standing the fact that the
process of filing the said
nominations had already
been closed on 12th Sep-
tember as per the order of

J&K Congress MLAs meet to
elect legislature party leader

SRINAGAR, Oct 11
(Agencies): The legis-
lature party meeting of
the newly elected Con-
gress MLAs began here
on Friday to elect their
leaderin the Jammu and
Kashmir assembly.

The meeting of the six
newly elected leaders
of the Congress party
began in the party head-
quarters at M A Road
here, a Congress leader
said.

He said the meeting
will elect the leader of
the Congress Legislature
Party (CLP).

The newly elected Con-
gress MLAs include par-
ty’s state president Tariq
Hameed Karra, gen-
eral secretary Ghulam

Ahmad Mir, Nizamuddin
Bhat, Peerzada Moham-

mad Sayeed, Irfan
Hafeez Lone and Iftikar
Ahmad.

While Ahmad was
elected from Jammu
region, the rest were
elected from the Kash-
mir valley.

After the meeting, the
Congress will hand over
the letters of support to
its alliance partner, the
National Conference
(NC).

the Election Commission
of India. The said Manko-
tia, as such, filled another
backdated affidavit on
13th September after rec-
tifying few of the defects.
The backdated nomination
form and affidavit bearing
the date of 11th September
but filed on 13th September
was therefore uploaded on
13th September and thus
candidate’s nomination
form got accepted.

This not only amounts to
a fraud of gargantuan pro-
portion but also an electoral
malpractice committed in
collusion with officials, and
as such the Assembly elec-
tion of Chenani is liable to
be rejected and stringent
action initiated against the
Returning Officer Gurdev
Kumar.

Pointing further towards
other defects in the nomi-
nation form/ Affidavit of
BJP candidate, the JKNPP
India leader said that 2nd
Affidavit filed by the said
Mankotia on 13th Septem-
ber is also defective and
that too could not have
been accepted under any
circumstances. Grounds
of rejection of Elections as
indicated by Panthers India
leader include-Two contra-
dictory affidavits have been
filed by BJP candidate.
One on 11th September
in which several pages
are missing and several
columns left blank. In the
second Affidavit filed after
the last date altogether
different information has
been provided with regard
to holding of govt. accom-
modation, payment of rent,
power, water usage charg-
es and telephone charges.
No NDCs from govt deptts
have been attached which
is a mandatory require-
ment.

In the first affidavit two
columns are vacant on
Page No 21. In the second
affidavit one column is
vacant on Page No 26.

1st affidavit filed by Mr.
Mankotia starts from Page
No 7 and second affidavit
starts with a page bearing
No 8.

On Page No 17 of 1st
affidavit Mankotia states
that he was not occupying
any govt accommodation
during 10 years prior to the
date of election notification.
In the 2nd affidavit upload-
ed on 13th September, he
states that he was occupant

across LoC: BSF officer

SRINAGAR, Oct 11
(Agencies): Around 150
militants are waiting at
launchpads across the
Line of Control (LoC) to
infiltrate into the Kashmir
valley as winter approach-
es, but security forces
would foil any such bid, a
senior BSF officer said on
Friday.

“Attempts of infiltration
continue to take place.
Based on the intelligence

of govt accommodation
during the aforesaid period
in two places in Jammu
as well as in Udhampur.
The incongruity in both the
affidavits has been clearly
discernible but the RO shut
his eyes only to favour the
blue eyed candidate. And
further no undertaking had
been given by the BJP can-
didate to consider the 2nd
affidavit which is a statutory
requirement.

‘No Dues Certificate’
from different deptts have
not been enclosed which
was a pre-requisite and a
mandatory requirement.

At one place, Mankotia
shows the loan due as
Rs.17,81,000 in his affidavit
while on the other page of
Affidavit he shows the loan
as Rs.19,70,000.

In part B, para 8B(iii) the
bifurcation of value of self
acquired assets and inherit-
ed assets as required in sub
clause (a) and sub clause
(b) have not been men-
tioned. And the columns
have been kept unfilled/
vacant. There was a tam-
pering with several EVMs
only to provide illegitimate
benefit to the ruling party/
BJP candidate.

The footage of the CCTV
cameras installed in the
complex of strong room
where the ballot units of
61-Chenani AC were kept
is not being provided to us
as repeatedly sought.

Singh said that in view of
multiple defects in Affidavit,
pages missing, columns
kept vacant, complete
information not provided
and formats of Nomina-
tion/ Affidavit having been
changed, EVMs tampered
with, colluding officers not
punished and the govt
machinery having been
misused in favour of BJP
candidate, the Assembly
Election of Chenani is void
ab initio and is liable to be
declared as null and void.
Further, the commission
of hundreds of irregular
practices, violation of MCC
by BJP and its candidate,
distribution of huge cash,
liquor, sarees, suits, bags
to voters, use of money and
muscle power, massive cor-
rupt practices and abuse of
govt machinery, the said
elections has got vitiated
and deserves to be struck
down with immediate effect,
said Singh.

He disclosed that several
complaints of corrupt and
irregular practices besides
frauds committed by BJP
candidate and his workers
were thrown into the dust-
bin with no action initiated
in any matter despite proofs
provided to the Returning
Officer.

Around 150 militants waiting at launchpads

security.

“Additionally, we are
utilising the Government
of India’s platform, iGOT,
which offers various types
of training that we provide
to our trainees,” he said.

Singh Manhas, a retired
officer from the 1988
batch of the Indian
Broadcasting Program
Service (IBPS), paid a
courtesy visit to former
Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir Government
and current MLA from
Jammu North Assembly,
Sham Lal Sharma, and
presented him with his
book titled “Dogri Lok
Gatha: Sarup te Vishle-
shan.”

On this occasion, Sham
Lal Sharma said that the
book “Dogri Lok Gatha:
Sarup te Vishleshan” will
help in understanding
Dogra history. The cre-
ation of literature in local
languages usually begins
as part of an oral tradi-

tion. Manhas ji deserves
congratulations for the
successful publication of
this book.

State Awardee Mahant
Rohit Shastri, a Jyo-
tishacharya, also spoke
on the occasion, stating
that Nasib Singh Manhas
and his family have made
invaluable contributions
to the promotion and
development of the Dogri

language in Jammu and
Kashmir. He urged the
younger generation to
follow in the footsteps of
Nasib Singh Manhas and
contribute to the preser-
vation of the cultural heri-
tage of the state and the
nation.

On this occasion,
renowned artist Shekhar
Sharma remarked that
there are many types

of Indian folk epics.

Broadly, they can be
classified based on their
theme and size. In terms
of size, these works are
found in both short and
long forms. The larger
epics sometimes have a
structure similar to that of
narrative poems.

Rakesh Singh and
others were also present
at the event.

AAP announces support for Omar Abdullah’s
NC in J&K, submits letter to LG

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 11:
Aam Admi Party (AAP)
on Friday said that it
will extend support
to Jammu and Kash-
mir National Confer-
ence (JKNC) after the
NC-Congress alliance
emerges victorious in
the recently concluded
assembly election in the
Union Territory.

The formal letter of
support has been sub-
mitted to the Lt Governor

JALS

by the party.
Jammu and Kashmir
has one MLA from AAP.

Party candidate Mehraj
Malik has won the Doda
assembly constituency

by 4538 votes against
BJP’s Gajay Singh
Rana.

In Jammu and Kash-
mir National Confer-
ence-Congress alliance
secured an absolute
majority in the Union
Territory by winning 49
seats, with the former
taking 42 and the latter
6 seats.

On Thursday, The
JKNC unanimously
elected Omar Abdullah
as the leader of its Leg-
islative Party.
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU ,

AND KASHMIR

HAKTI! IRRIGATION DIVISION UDHAMPUR

Fresh E-NIT NO. 15 OF 2024-25
Dated:- 09-10-2024

For and an behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of lammu and Kashmir, Short Term E-Tender (in
twen cover system) Cover-l containing COR/FOR  pregualification documents and Cover-ll  containing price
bid are invited from registered Contractors/firms for the works below:-

Mame of Work

=g zwm

. | Construction of Salaan |
Khul RD 0-241 mitr

| Aapp. Cost | EftMaomey Class  of | AAST.5 No Foaition of
{in bax) Contr. funds
21 16420F- CEE B Acconded Partially
BEL available

[ Time ot

Cost af
Completion tender
|in Rsl

&0 days S00/-

1. The bidding documents can be downloaded from the website Ilttp:fjlrtﬁnder::.gu‘u'.in from
10-10-2024 at 10.00 P.M to 15-10-2024 upto 4.00 P.M

2. The bids

shall  be

wploaded /subsmitted  in

electranic  Tarmat

an  the

wibsite

http:/jktenders. gow.in from 10-10-2024 =zt 10,00 P.M to 15-10-2024 upto 4.00 P.M
3. The Complete bidding process will be online.
4. The Technical bids & Fimancial bids uploaded on the website upto due date and same will be

opened on 16-10-2024 (01.30 P.M) in the office of the Executive Engineer Irrigation Divizion

Ldhampur in the presence of the bidders who wish o attend, IF the office happens to be closed

on account of holiday the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the

neat weorking day at the same time and wenue, or any other day convenient to opening authaority.
%, Bidding documents can be seen and downloaded from the websile hitp:/jklenders.gov.in,

Mo DU - 4501-4540

Dated- 09-10-2024

DIP/J-5333/24

Sdj-

Executive Engineer

Udhampur.

Irrigation Division

chmir 3

Divisicen Lid hamgur

inputs we receive from NOTICEINVITINGTENDER
Var'r?jlijns tagv?t?lctlf?& rme threat inputs, but with our lages along the LoC, For and on behalt of Lt Governor, of Jammu & Kashmir {UT) e-tenders are invited in two cover system, fram reputed and registered firms for the job mentioned
fg Oesta;is?h a dom?nztiox vyell-coordinated domina- some vulnerable patches Delow:-
plan along the border. tion plan, we prevented like Tangdhar and Keran 5.HO [rescription of work M.I.THa Estimated)’ Earmast Moneyy Cost of tender Time of Eligikility Tender

“We also keep in mind a_my attack, and the elec- sectors, but ] we have Approved Performance Securily documents camgletion Criteria al Receiving
the number of terrorists at tions were su_ccessfu_l. deployed mobile bunkers Cost Birkier Austhority
the launching pads, which “Now, with winter and women troopers as [in Lacs| |
helps us shape our strate- approaching, prepara- well because there were 0 E-NIT No. EamnestMongy | Rs. X0/ (Freed Amourt) m Registered/ | Executive
gy and domination plan to tions are in place. Bef_ore inputs that they might use General Repairs with MHDU/TS/ 36 of 0.58 2% of estimated tTr:ram:Lc;IEn Reputed Engineer
ensure we foil any plans,” winter sets in, tgrror_lsts some women as couri- epl t of = AMOUn, amaunting to .i.m"_?ur indicating 10 [ twenty | Mechanical | Mechanical
BSF Inspector General often attempt infiltration, ers, to stop the inflow of B e e e 2024-25 (Liacs) | Rs. 1160k only shall | oicher No & | days days) | firms having | & Hospital
(Kashmir Frontier) Ashok and we are dominating the narcotics. There has a defective parts of Truck | pt.:- 09/10/2024 Pbﬂ _S‘thm_'l'lﬁd_b}' all | i and aka indicating ths sulficient division
Yadav told reporters here. area accordingly,” he said, been huge impact and we No. JK14B-5273 Biie nac ﬂft'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ"lﬂ_ful E'ﬂlir“'*?" M1 name of work duly credited experiences | Udhampur

He said the security adding there are mpyts ha}ve‘ begn successful in . DDR-:?S;%F%'BG #HHWEHMD] oy fnrtlne_
forces would ensure any about possible infiltration bringing it down to a large 18/10/2024 Eﬁ:uu:?zrfig?;;'"ﬂ 3 similar :
infiltration attempt is attempts along the LoC. extent,” he added. Sacurity chalanirecegl on & S
thwarted. tilgs\lj\?gsta %%L:; tgi?u;?ilc?r; fo-{geesitsril\:/g Igceenrssue;g tLhaet Tender ID 3% of the contract ;E::rhg F.; - rinbeme

ili- may Jeposs ar
taﬁtsskv(\e/cejrgsvgitmany il having any impact in the soldiers are trained not 2024_PWDIK_258855_1 YRR Sl e fom in sha:::u: of -challan
g at terror . ) . submitted by the
; Valley, the IG BSF said only in traditional aspects lowast Biddar bafare through Accourd Ho

launchpads now, he said, . - AUZA0 2OGA00INE. 16K
“The number of terrorists while the securllty forces of border managem.ent the allofrment of waork Bark, Udhampar, of
at the launching pads usu- do no.t_have spguflc inputs guph as weapon handhryg, order in the shape of Exaculive Engimer
ally varies between 130 on militants trying to Fake firing, field craftand .ta.c'tlcs CDR/FORTDOR/BG. Mechanical Division
and 150, at times it may advantage of thg crises and endyrance activities, _ Udiamipii )
be slightly higher.” ‘we keep these interna- but also in the latest tech- Position of Funds:-{Available)

On the challenges tional devglopments in nglogy. ' Posifion of AATach. Sanction:<{Accorded)
after conducting peace- our analysns and fG)CtOF With the evolving nature The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, terms & conditions, Bill of Quantities can be seen /
ful assembly elections them ,,'nto our operational ,Of teChHOIOQyz we have downloaded from the J&K govt. website wawnw. jktenders.gov.in
in Jammu and Kashmir, plgns . ; bout n}tegrat%d various types;

: ; n a question abou of surveillance equipmen )
;?g:svczi:'girtgfeji%usztlz na_rcoterror_ism, Yadav into border management. No: MHDU/TS/ 1629 -sd-
with the Jammu and Kash- said narcotics comes in Given the growing issue {Er. Daljeat Singhj Dated:-
mir Police and the admin- from across the LoC and of drones, we are incor- 090/2024 DIP/J-5346/24 Exscutive Engineer
istration to ensure fair and isa go_od source for terror poratl_ng training on how to Mechanical & Hospital Division
peaceful polls. flrlancmg. _ effectively use new tech- Udhampur
There are some vil-

“There were numerous

nology for better border
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EDITORIAL

ANRF-INNOVATION
AND RESEARCH

he Anusandhan National Research
I Foundation (ANRF) has emerged as a
pivotal initiative aimed at transform-
ing India’s research landscape. Launched in
response to the increasing need for a robust
research ecosystem, the foundation seeks to
promote scientific inquiry, innovation, and
collaboration across various disciplines. Its
primary objective is to enhance the quality
of research in India, enabling the country to
compete on a global scale.

The vision of ANRF is to establish India as
a global leader in research and innovation,
fostering an environment where creativity and
knowledge flourish. The foundation aims to
supportresearch endeavors that address criti-
cal national challenges, drive economic growth,
and improve the quality of life for citizens. Its
mission revolves around creating a multidisci-
plinary research framework that encourages
collaboration among academic institutions,
industry, and government agencies.

Promoting Research Excellence: ANRF is
committed to funding high-quality research
projects that have the potential to generate
impactful results. By providing grants and
financial support, the foundation aims to
attract talented researchers and encourage
innovative ideas.

Recognizing the importance of state-of-the-
art facilities in research, ANRF focuses on
upgrading existing infrastructure and estab-
lishing new research centers. This investment
in physical resources is crucial for facilitating
advanced studies and experimentation.

The foundation promotes partnerships
between various stakeholders, including uni-
versities, research institutions, and industries.
By fostering collaboration, ANRF aims to create
a synergy that enhances the overall research
output and encourages knowledge sharing.

ANREF places significant emphasis on build-
ing research capacity within the country. This
includes organizing training programs, work-
shops, and seminars to equip researchers
with the latest skills and methodologies. The
foundation also seeks to attract and retain top
talent by offering competitive fellowships and
scholarships.

The foundation aligns its research agenda
with national priorities, addressing issues
such as health, agriculture, environmental
sustainability, and technology. By focusing on
these critical areas, ANRF aims to contribute
to India’s development and improve the well-
being of its citizens.

To achieve its objectives, ANRF has launched
several initiatives and programs that cater to
various aspects of research and innovation:

ANREF offers a range of grant programs for
researchers at different stages of their careers,
from early-stage researchers to established
scientists. These grants support projects that
show promise in addressing pressing societal
challenges.

The foundation provides fellowships to
attract promising researchers from both
national and international backgrounds. These
fellowships not only provide financial support
but also offer mentorship and networking
opportunities.

ANRF organizes workshops, conferences, and
symposiums to facilitate knowledge exchange
and collaboration among researchers. These
events serve as platforms for presenting
research findings, discussing challenges, and
exploring new ideas.

To bridge the gap between academia and
industry, ANRF actively seeks partnerships
with private sector organizations. These col-
laborations aim to commercialize research
outcomes, ensuring that innovative ideas
translate into practical solutions.

ANREF is dedicated to promoting science and
research among the general public. Through
outreach programs, the foundation aims to
raise awareness about the importance of
research and inspire the next generation of
scientists.

The Anusandhan National Research Founda-
tion stands at the forefront of India’s research
and innovation efforts. By providing financial
support, enhancing infrastructure, promoting
collaboration, and focusing on national priori-
ties, ANRF is poised to make significant contri-
butions to the country’s scientific landscape.
As India seeks to strengthen its position as
a global leader in research, the foundation’s
initiatives will play a crucial role in fostering a
culture of innovation and inquiry. Through sus-
tained efforts and strategic partnerships, ANRF
is not only advancing scientific knowledge but
also addressing the pressing challenges faced
by society, thereby paving the way for a bright-
er and more prosperous future for all.

Saffron surge in Jammu & Red surge in Kashmir

By: Omkar Dattatray

he just concluded J&K Assem-

I bly polls will be written in
golden letters in the annals of

the history of the elections in this part
of India. The UT elections of 2024 were
different from all other Assembly elec-
tions held so far in many ways. It was
the first poll after the assembly elections
of 2014 and also the first poll after the
abrogation of controversial Article 370
and downsizing and bifurcation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir
into two UT’s of Jammu &Kashmir and
Ladakh. This Assembly poll was held in
a terror free, peaceful environment and
in the backdrop of no stone pelting, calls
for the boycott of the elections were
totally absent and it was the most free
and fair election. The people of Jammu
and Kashmir participated in the 2024
Assembly elections overwhelmingly
and enthusiastically. There were long
queues of voters in front of the poll-
ing stations in all the three phases of
the crucial and historical polls. There
was witnessed unprecedented voter
turnout in all the three phases of the
polls. The voter turnout together in all
three phases of the Assembly polls was
63.45% .The voter turnout was 65.65 %
in third phase. In the first phase of polls
,there was a voter turnout of 61.38%
and in the second phase on 25 Septem-
ber the voter percentage was 57% and
all this shows that people of Jammu
and Kashmir voted in an unprecedent-
ed way .This shows the people’s trust
and faith in democracy .The election
results indicated that democracy has
once again triumphed and it is a matter
of pride and satisfaction for the ECI,
government ,political parties and public
atlarge. But the election results on Octo-
ber 1, 2024 showed that in this election,
there was intense and acute polarization
in both regions or divisions of the UT,
that is the people of Jammu by and large
voted in favor of BJP and as against this
the voters of Kashmir region voted en-
masse in favor of National Conference.

Thus there was sharp divide seen in
the voting in the two divisions. It can
be said that the people of Jammu voted
more or less in favor of the Saffron party
of BJP and the Kashmiris in the valley
voted in favor of JKNC unprecendently.
Thus it can be opined that there was
saffron surge in Jammu region baring
some places of Pirpanchal and in Kash-
mir region, there was red surge every-
where from cities to villages. In Kashmir
people voted in favor of Plough of the
National Conference.NC got 37 Assem-
bly seats from its stronghold of Kashmir
as Kashmiri Muslims voted in favor of
NC in huge numbers and this can be
described as the red revolution. There
was red ,red everywhere as its party
flag is red with a white plough. So the
people of Kashmir have voted in favor
of the mainstream and traditional party
NC .It has come to fore that NC poll
campaigners created some sort of sus-
picion and fear among the voters that
if BJP wins, there will be bulldozer Raj
in Kashmir and the people will have to
suffer. The peace, change, normalcy and
development narrative of BJP paled into
insignificance before the false narrative
created and sustained by the activists of
NC and the party which boasts that NC
is not a political party only but a move-
ment has been successful in extracting
major chunk of the votes of the Kashmir
region. The Jammu region by and large
rallied behind the nationalistic and
development politics and policies of the
BJP and voted in very large numbers in
favor of the saffron party .For the first
time in the electoral history of Jammu
and Kashmir, BJP got an emphatic win
in Jammu region as it crossed all its
previous records and won 29 assem-
bly seats all from Jammu region .So
there was saffron surge in Jammu divi-
sion as the lotus bloomed in Jammu
.Despite sincere efforts and campaign-
ing by BJP across Kashmir valley and
despite unprecedented development
,change and peace and largest tourist
footfall and spending of huge amounts
of money on development projects ,BJP
failed to open its score in valley as it

did not won a single seat from Kashmir
region. Thus there was sharp divide and
polarization in the two regions of the
UT, where Jammu voted by and large
in favor of BJP. But in Kashmir region
in contrast to Jammu, Kashmir region
voted en masse for JKNC and thus
there was red surge everywhere across
Kashmir. Communal voting is pro-
scribed and prohibited in India as per
the constitution. But the just concluded
assembly poll results showed that the
people of the two regions of Jammu and
Kashmir have voted on communal and
religious lines. The Muslim majority
belt of Kashmir has voted in favor of
NC ,while the Hindu majority belt of
Jammu region has baked BJP and voted
in its favor and gave the BJP record 29
assembly seats for the first time .So
there is no exaggeration in saying that
the two regions namely Jammu as well
as Kashmir voted on religious lines
,JJammu rallied behind BJP and Kash-
mir rallied behind NC. We claim that
democracy has triumphed in Jammu
and Kashmir as people have once again
shown trust and faith in democracy. It is
all right but the glaring and striking fact
is that there was sharp polarization in
the two regions of the UT and the voters
of Jammu and Kashmir both voted on
religious bases and it does not augur
well for out democracy, secularism and
pluralism and the country. Jammu and
Kashmir assembly elections reveal deep
political divides ,with NC dominating
Kashmir and BJP thriving in Jammu
,reflecting religious and regional
divide and preferences. An array of
jagged mountain ranges and a state-of
~the-art tunnel are not the only barri-
ers between the two regions that make
up India’s most restive region and its
newest Union Territory .As the results
of the assembly polls showed Jammu
and Kashmir are also separated by their
political preferences ,which tracked
closely with dominant faiths in these
regions. The 2024 polls threw up among
the most polarized results in J&K -with
both the NC and BJP posting their best -
ever results in the region .NC won 35 of

the 47 seats in Kashmir and emerged as
the single largest party in the valley The
BJP won 29 out of 43 seats in Jammu,
similarly emerging as the party in the
Hindu -majority region. The roots of
these differences are contested and
longstanding. The region of Jammu
subsumes within itself 10 districts ,out
of which only four are Hindu majority
while other six -these are more sparse-
ly populated ,to be sure -are Muslim
majority. Bitterness between the two
main regions is old but has mounted
over allegations of eroding Hindu
majority and an economic downturn
reflected in a lack of job opportunities
for young people. Allegations of favou-
ritism to Kashmir are a common trigger
for the grouse. All this was in play to
determine the stark difference in cam-
paign narratives this election season.
In Kashmir, the discourse revolved
around deeply ideological questions of
restoration of statehood and restoration
of Article 370 — two things promised by
both major parties in the valley, the NC
and PDP. The real issues concerning to
roads, health, school and the like played
second fiddle. In Jammu, which is far
more integrated with India, the ques-
tion of Article 370’s abrogation evoked
avery different response , there was no
question of its restoration even among
people who argued that it had not ben-
efitted them to the extent imagined.
Pakistan and cross -border terrorism
was a constant presence was ironically
absent in Kashmir in these polls because
the militants had shifted their focus
to several areas of Jammu region and
thus it was an issue in polls in Jammu
region. To conclude it boils down to the
fact that polarization and that too deep
was revealed by the election results and
there is saffron surge in Jammu and red
surge in Kashmir.

(The author is a
columnist,social and KP
activist)

Psychology Presents Diverse Career Opportunities Beyond Mental Health

By: Vijay GarG

hen someone

talks about

building a
career in psychology,
it is striking how often
the conversation cen-
tres around becoming
a mental health profes-
sional. In fact, eight out of
ten students express this
aspiration. When asked
what draws them to psy-
chology, their responses
often revolve around
a few central themes:
a desire to understand
themselves, a knack for
communication, and a
passion for helping those
struggling with mental
health issues.

These motivations
point to one overarching
topica€”mental health.
This focus is not only
valid but crucial, given
the World Health Organ-
isation’s identification of
a substantial shortage of
mental health profession-
als in our country.

It is important to recog-
nise that within the over-
arching theme of mental
health, psychology offers
numerous career path-
ways aimed at assisting
individuals and improv-
ing their overall well-
being in various domains.
For instance, clinical

psychology focusses
on assessing, diagnos-
ing, and treating mental
health disorders.

Counselling and thera-
py provide support and
guidance to individu-
als facing personal chal-
lenges, while experts in
organisational behaviour
work to enhance employ-
ee well-being and produc-
tivity in workplaces.

How psychology offers
opportunities beyond
counselling and therapy.

EXPANDING BEYOND
TRADITIONAL ROLES

While addressing the
shortage of mental health
professionals is impor-
tant, it is equally crucial
to recognise that psy-
chology offers a wealth
of diverse career paths
beyond traditional roles.
There are numerous
fields that apply the prin-
ciples of psychology to
address issues and chal-
lenges spanning different
industries.

For example, sports psy-
chology helps athletes
enhance performance,
cope with the pressures of
competition, and focuss-
es on improving mental
resilience and overall per-
formance of individuals
and teams. Forensic psy-
chology applies psycho-
logical principles to legal

issues, criminal inves-
tigations, and offender
rehabilitation.

CORE CAREER PATH-
WAYS IN MENTAL
HEALTH

Furthermore, psychol-
ogy interacts with other
branches of the sciences,
providing new avenues
to explore. For example,
neuropsychology studies
the relationship between
the brain and behaviour,
examining individuals
with brain injuries or
neurological conditions
in hospitals, research set-
tings, or private practice.

Human factors and
ergonomics examine
how people interact with
machines and technol-
ogy to improve usability,
safety, and efficiency in
industries such as aero-
space, automotive, and
consumer products.

There are other branches
of psychologythat not only
provide career opportuni-
ties but offer a chance to
profoundly impact peo-
ple’s lives directly and
contribute to one’s per-
sonal development. For
example, school psychol-
ogy focusses not only on
enhancing teaching and
learning experiences but
also on assessing student
needs and implementing
behavioural interventions

in educational settings.

From clinical psychology
and counselling to sports
psychology, forensic psy-
chology, and beyond, the
field provides chances
for meaningful impacts
across diverse industries.
Psychology remains piv-
otal in addressing com-
plex challenges and pro-
moting personal growth,
organisational effec-
tiveness, and scientific
advancement.

Encouraging students
to explore these varied
career paths can lead to
a more comprehensive
understanding of the field
and contribute to improv-
ing the overall well-being
of individuals and society
at large. As psychology
continues to evolve, its
flexible career pathways
offer fertile ground for
personal and profession-
al development, fostering
impactful contributions
in our constantly chang-
ing world.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist street kour
Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)
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Officials from NHPC Ltd & Project Vijayak/
Project Hlmanl( call nn LG Mishra

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 11: The Head
of Project, Chutak Power
Station, Jitendra Kumar
from NHPC Ltd, called
on the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ladakh, Brigadier
(Dr) BD Mishra (Retd),
at the Lieutenant Gover-
nor’s Secretariat. Advi-
sor to the LG, Dr Pawan
Kotwal, IAS; Commis-
sioner/Secretary to the
LG, Dr L Franklin, IAS and
Secretary, PWD, Michael
D’Souza, IAS, were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Jitendra briefed the
LG about various initia-
tives taken by NHPC
Ltd to benefit the people
of Chutak, including
providing water supply
and developing children
park/football ground for
the community, etc. He

also informed the LG that
NHPC Ltd can assist the
villagers in repairing the
damaged irrigation khuls.

The LG inquired about
the grievances of the resi-
dents of Chutak regard-
ing the land acquired
by NHPC Ltd for the
hydro project and the
steps taken to address

the issues of the village.

He asked Shri Jitendra
to explore the option of
developing Chutak as a
model village under their
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) initiatives.
He also asked Shri Jiten-
dra to meet the Advisor to
the LG to discuss other
initiatives that could be

taken in the nearby vil-
lages of the Chutak Power
Project.

Col Rishab Jain from
Project Vijayak and Col
Tarun Kalai from Project
Himank called on the
Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)
BD Mishra (Retd), at the
LG Secretariat. Advisor to

the LG, Dr Pawan Kotwal,
IAS; DGP Ladakh, Dr SD
Singh Jamwal, IPS; Com-
missioner/Secretary to
the HLG, Dr L Franklin,
IAS and Secretary, PWD,
Shri Michael D’Souza,
IAS, were present in the
meeting.

Col Rishab apprised the
LG about various infra-
structure projects in UT
Ladakh to be inaugurated
by the Hon’ble Raksha
Mantri, Shri Rajnath Singh
on October 12, 2024.

The LG discussed the
bridge at Shayok with Col
Rishab of Project Vijayak
and asked DGP Ladakh,
Dr SD Singh Jamwal,
IPS, to monitor the cross-
ing of overloaded vehicles
over the bridge to avoid
its snapping and conse-
quently casualty to the
public.

RBI Credit Policy announcement emphasised
centrality of domestic conditions in monetary

policy decision making: Barua

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: The
RBI changed its stance
to neutral while keeping
its policy rate changed
at 6.5%, said Abheek
Barua, Chief Econo-
mist, HDFC Bank while
commenting on the
RBI Credit Policy. “The
recent policy announce-
ment emphasised the
centrality of domestic
conditions in monetary
policy decision making.
Post the rate cuts by
several G7 central banks
in recent days, some
sections of the market
had anticipated that it
could trigger a response
and influence domestic
rate decisions as well.
However, the policy

announcement today
only made a peripheral
mention of the differential
global monetary policy
actions, focussing more
on domestic develop-
ments,” he added.
Abheek Barua further
said, “The RBI acknowl-
edged the durable dis-
inflationary trend under-
way although highlighting

lingering domestic and
global risks — signalling
future rate action would
be data dependent.
Given this, if conditions
evolve favourably over
the coming months, a
December rate cut is not
off the table.”

“The central bank also
signalled comfort on the
extent of transmission to
credit markets, implying
some satisfaction with
the impact and effec-
tiveness of monetary
policy. This aligns with
the central banks’ com-
fort with easing liquidity
conditions over the last
two months and sets the
stage for liquidity condi-
tions to remain in sur-
plus (on average) going
forward,” Barua added.

LG Mishra chairs meeting to discuss 15 MVA  JKBS grieves
220/66 KV GIS Sub-Station at KochikinKargil demise of pious lady

SPPND GDC Samba visits Jasrota
Wlldhfe Sanctuary

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 11: The
Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr) BD
Mishra (Retd) chaired a
meeting at the Lieutenant
Governor's Secretariat
to discuss the Design,
Supply, Manufacturing,
Erection, Testing and
Commissioning of 15
MVA, 220/66 KV, GIS
Sub-Station at Kochik
in Kargil. The project’s
objective is to provide
grid-connected 24x7 reli-
able power supply to 27
villages in the Taisuru
block of Kargil district.

Chief Engineer, PWD,
Tsewang Paljor, informed
the LG that Kochik is 80
km far from Kargil and
35 km near to 66/11
Sankoo sub-station. He
also informed that the
areas such as Namsuru,
Taisuru, Panikhar, Yuljuk,
Thulus Pursa, Kochik and
Parkachik are currently
being electrified through
he 80 km-long 11 KV
Panikhar feeder from the
Sankoo substation, with
low voltage level being
one of the major issues

due to the long distance.
He further informed that
the 35 km S/C 66 KV
line was proposed from
Sankoo Sub-station
to Kochik by POWER-
GRID under PMDP Rural
scheme and accordingly
a 66/11 KV Sub-station at
Kochik was proposed by
Ladakh Power Develop-
ment Department (LPDD)
and approved in SDP
2022. However, the 66
KV line by POWERGRID
was descoped due to the
closure of the scheme,
informed Shri Paljor.
Chief Engineer, PDD,
Paljor informed that the
66/11 KV Kochik Sub-
station was approved
under the State Sector
Plan, which is currently
under construction and
expected to be complet-
ed by the end of 2025. He
also informed about the
feasible option of Line In-
Line Out (LILO) arrange-
ment and 220/66 KV GIS
from the 220 KV Drass-
Padum line traversing
nearby Kochik Station of
1.5 km under which areas
from Rangdum would
be covered. He further

informed the LG about the
advantages of the project,
which is expected to cost
around Rs 45 crores.

Inquiring about the util-
ity of the project and its
benefit to the maximum
people residing in the
area, the LG stated that
high-tension lines should
not pass through the
inhabited villages and no
agricultural land should
be affected by the proj-
ect. He also stated that
options must be explored
to fund the project under
RDSS to provide reliable
power supply to the resi-
dents of Taisuru block in
Kargil district.

Advisor to the LG, Dr
Pawan Kotwal, IAS; DGP
Ladakh, Dr SD Singh
Jamwal, IPS; Commis-
sioner/Secretary, Dr Vas-
anthakumar N, IAS; Com-
missioner/Secretary to
the LG, Dr L Franklin, IAS;
Secretary, LPDD, Vikram
Singh Malik, IAS; Chief
Engineer, PDD, Tsewang
Paljor; Superintending
Engineer, PDD, Tundup
Spalzang and other offi-
cials from LPDD were
present in the meeting.

GDC Neeli Nallah Udhampur celebrates
International Girl Child Week 2024

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Oct 11:
To address the issue
of declining Girl Child
Sex ratio along with the
related issues of empow-
erment of girls, GDC
Neeli Nallah Udhampur
celebrated International
Girl Child Week 2024
from 2nd Oct. to 11th Oct.
2024 to further empower
the strength, resilience,
and potential of girls while
simultaneously promoting
their rights and opportuni-
ties.

The whole event was
celebrated under the
able guidance of Princi-
pal of the College Prof.
(Dr.) Seema Arora. The
program initiated with her
views on the importance
of girl's education, their
rights, and promoting
gender equality.

She commenced
the celebration and
expressed her views
about multiple initiatives
and campaigns imple-
mented by the govern-
ment for the betterment
of the girls. Plans such
as Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana, Post Office Term
Deposit Plans, Balika
Samriddhi Yojana etc. are
there to fulfil the dreams

of higher education and
a prosperous career of a
girl child.

Prof. Shaista Yas-
meen, Incharge of the
programme, highlighted
that girls should be treat-
ed equally and should get
all the opportunities in our
society for the welfare of
the Nation as a whole.
Multifarious activities
were carried on in the
college, like Oath taking
ceremony, awareness
through short film entitled
“Komal” on child sexual
abuse. An exhilarating
Skit was dramatized on
girl’s vision for the future,
Yoga exercises were
also performed to aware
the students for healthy
lifestyle.

A poster making com-
petition was also orga-
nized on the occasion of

International Girl Child
Day in which Madiha
Mir, Tanaya Buthyal, and
Anamika Sharma secured
1st, 2nd and 3rd position
respectively. Students
lauded slogans like “Don’t
kill Girl in Womb when
she might bring Country
to Gloom”, “Don't let their
lives End before it even
Begins”. The Principal,
staff and students attend-
ed the programme with
enthusiasm and ensured
that the students would
keep their words and
their commitment for the
survival, protection and
empowerment of the girls.

Prof. Shaista Yasmeen
was the Convenor of the
programme. Dr. Sunil
Tanoch and Prof. Rekha
Sharma were the mem-
bers of organising com-
mittee.
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Chanchla Devi

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Batwal Sabha at a con-
dolence meet held here
today, condoled the

sudden demise of pious
lady Chanchla Devi
resident of Kanji House,
Jammu.

Chanchla Devi had all
the qualities of head,
heart and soul, said
JKBS General Secre-
tary R.L.Kaith adding

that when the people
are pious and good even
nature mourns their
death.

In every step, Chanch-
la Devi supported and
encouraged her husband
Gian Chand Sandhu.
Whether day or night
she was always there for
him no matter what the
condition was, said JKBS
members.

May Almighty rest her
noble soul in peace
and give strength to her
bereaved family to bear
this immeasurable loss
boldly, prayed JKBS
members, who included
Messers Gian Chand
Sandhu, Daya Ram
Motan, Ujjagar Dass
Motan, Pagu Ram Lak-
hotra, Ram Lal Sandhu,
Om Parkash Kaith, Ram
Lal Kaith, Tara Chand
Bassa, Ashok Kumar
Bassa and Kewal Kris-
han Sandhu.

Late Ratan Tata should be
given Bharat Ratna; Chandel

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Hin-
duist BJP leader Raju
Chandel has called for
the late Ratan Tata to be
posthumously awarded
the Bharat Ratna on Jan-
uary 26. In a press con-
ference, he described
Tata as a key figure in
shaping modern India,
highlighting his dual
legacy as a prominent
industrialist and philan-
thropist.

“I have written to our
honorable Prime Minis-
ter, advocating for this
recognition,” Chandel
stated. “Ratan Tata is
not defined by any singu-
lar name; he is truly the
creator of modern India.
His contributions to the
nation are immeasur-
able, and his dedication
to upliftment has marked
him as a priceless gem of
our country.”

Chandel elaborated on
Tata’s remarkable jour-
ney, noting his begin-
nings in the salt industry
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and significant advance-

ments in defense
research. “He addressed
the needs of both the rich
and the poor, contribut-
ing across diverse fields
in ways that are unparal-
leled,” he added.
Emphasizing the need
for a collective recog-
nition of Tata’s legacy,
Chandel urged all poli-
ticians and citizens to
honor him. “It is our duty
to ensure that Ratan
Tata’s contributions are
celebrated without politi-
cization. His life was a
testament to service and
patriotism,” he conclud-
ed, asserting that Tata’s
impact will forever be
remembered in India.
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Top News Report

SAMBA, Oct 11: The
Department of Botany
and Geography of Shri
Pandit Prem Nath Dogra
GDC Samba under the
patronage of Prof. (Dr.)
Twinkle Suri embarked
on an insightful field
trip to Jasrota Wild Life
Sanctuary to commemo-
rate World Habitat Day,
2024.

The event aimed to pro-
vide students with prac-
tical knowledge about
wildlife conservation,
biodiversity, and habitat
preservation.

Guided by Rattan
Singh, an official from

.‘.u

the Wildlife Sanctuary
and faculty members,
the students explored
the sanctuary, diverse
flora and fauna; learn-
ing about the ecologi-
cal balance maintained
within natural habitats.
The trip highlighted the
significance of preserv-
ing these ecosystems
and the impact of human
activities on wildlife.
The faculty members
emphasized the impor-
tance of sustainable
practices in conserv-
ing naturalhabitats. A
student seminar on the
theme “Role of youth in
creating a better urban
future” was also held

during the visit.

The Principal of Gov-
ernment Degree College
Samba commended the
departments for their
efforts inpromoting envi-
ronmental awareness
through experiential
learning.

The tour concluded with
students and staff pledg-
ing their commitment to
protecting and conserv-
ing wildlife habitats for a
sustainablefuture. About
thirty students visited the
sanctuary accompanied
by Prof Mala Bhasin,
Prof Harjeet Kour Sodhi,
Prof. Kamlesh Bala,
Prof. Surbhi Dubey and
Rakesh Vohra.

GDC Budhal celebrates NSS Foundatlon

Day 2024 with ¢ enthusmsm

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Oct 11: The
NSS Unit of Government
Degree College Budhal
celebrated NSS Foun-
dation Day on October
10, 2024, with vibrant
enthusiasm. Originally
scheduled for Septem-
ber 24, the event was
postponed due to faculty
election duties. Over 200
students participated in a
program filled with cultur-
al and formal activities.

The celebration fea-
tured esteemed guests,
including Dr. M.K. Wagqar,
Retired Principal of
J&K Higher Education
Department, who served
as the Chief Guest. Dr.
Anwar Hussain Shah,
Principal of GDC Koter-
anka, was the Guest of
Honour, while Prof. Mohd
Igbal Raina, Head of the
Department of Physics
at GDC Rajouri, and Dr.
Mohd Sajar, Head of the
Department of Persian
at GDC Koteranka, also

Chairperson ATVK salutes Martyr Hilal
Bhat, condemns Paklstan s terror agenda

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 11:
Tasleema Akhter, the
Chairperson of the Asso-
ciation of Terror Victims
in Kashmir (ATVK) and a
prominent human rights
activist, has paid tribute
to Hilal Ahmad Bhat, a
courageous soldier from
Anantnag who sacrificed
his life in the service of his
nation.

In her statement, Akhter
honored Bhat’s bravery
and highlighted the ongo-
ing struggle for peace in
the Valley. “Pakistan’s

relentless sponsorship of
terrorism has claimed yet
another innocent Kashmi-
ri life,” she said, empha-
sizing the need for global
awareness regarding the

situation.

She described Pakistan’s
actions as a “relentless
killing machine,” targeting
peace-loving citizens and
perpetuating devastation
in the region. “It is high
time the world recognizes
Pakistan’s destructive
agenda and stands with
the victims of this sense-
less violence,” she urged.

Akhter reaffirmed her
commitment to advocating
for the rights and justice
of terror victims in Kash-
mir, calling for an end to
violence and a peaceful
future for the region.

attended. Sania Ajaz, a
senior NSS volunteer,
conducted the proceed-
ings.

The program com-
menced with a ceremo-
nial lamp lighting, sym-
bolizing knowledge and
service. NSS volunteers
performed Saraswati
Vandana, a Tawawat-e-
Quran recitation by Tofiq
Ahmed, and Gurbani by
Pooja Devi, reflecting
interfaith harmony. The
College Tarana and the
NSS song added to the
pride of the occasion.

Prof. Manzoor Ahmed
Dar, Principal of the col-
lege, welcomed the dig-
nitaries with bouquets.
NSS Programme Officer
Prof. Tahir Nadeem pre-
sented the annual NSS
report, summarizing
the unit’s activities and
achievements over the
past year.

The cultural segment
featured solo perfor-
mances by Tahir Igbal
and Shenaz Akhter,
and impactful speeches
on “lll Effects of Drug
Abuse” by Mohd Aaqif
and “Women Empow-
erment” by Sania Ajaz.
A captivating Pahari
group dance, solo dance
by Pooja Devi, and a
lively bhangra by Mehar
Naseer and Manpreet
Singh further engaged
the audience. The high-

light was a poignant skit
performed by NSS vol-
unteers, addressing the
serious issue of rape,
which left a significant
impact on attendees.
The segment concluded
with a poetry recita-
tion on “Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao” by Rozia
Kouser.

The distinguished
guests shared their
insights, with Chief
Guest Dr. M.K. Waqgar
emphasizing the role
of NSS in developing
socially responsible citi-
zens and urging volun-
teers to continue their
impactful work. Guest of
Honour Dr. Anwar Hus-
sain Shah noted NSS'’s
contribution to enhancing
the college’s reputation,
encouraging students to
take pride in their involve-
ment. Prof. Mohd Igbal
Raina and Prof. Mohd
Sajar also highlighted
the importance of social
service.

A felicitation ceremony
recognized outstand-
ing NSS volunteers and
staff, presenting them
with mementos for their
exceptional contribu-
tions. The event conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks
by Prof. Tahir Nadeem,
expressing gratitude
to everyone involved in
making the celebration a
success.
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As legendary actor Amitabh Bachchan turns 82 today, here’s a look at
10 of his iconic films

‘Jab mai chhota tha, tab super-
star kaun tha? Aur ab jab mai
buddha hone jaa raha hoon, tab
bhi superstar kaun hai?” tonight
in the iconic show Kaun Banega
Crorepati, you will see superstar
Aamir Khan utter these lines! And
you already know the answer. Of
course, it is Amitabh Bachchan,
the ageless, eternal megastar.

Today as he turns 82, the clichéd
expression ‘age is just number’ no
longer sounds trite, rather acquires
a new meaning and life. Each time
we think Big B has done it all, he
manages to surprise us with just
that new role, a new part, a new
nuance. The purists might argue
the Dadasaheb Phalke recipient
has given more memorable parts
in his second innings, a term he
thoroughly disagrees.

He feels today parts are more
commensurate with his age.
Indeed, lately we have seen him
in more unconventional roles.
But remember the angry man of
Zanjeer, the angst ridden Vijay
of Deewaar, Bhaskar of Anand,
eternal friend of Namak Haraam,
comical Anthony of Amar Akbar
Anthony, undercover agent of
Don and many, many more. He
has delighted cinephiles all these

International Girl Child Day| Neha Dhupia on
being a mother to daughter Mehr

Proud mother, actor Neha

Sayantani Ghosh says onscreen
characters affect an actor on an

years since he made his debut in
1969 with Saat Hindustani.

Picking up his 10 best films is
perhaps the toughest job on the
Earth for is there a film in which his
acting prowess has left you less
than impressed? More recently,
we watch Kalki with a growing
disbelief, awe and wonder. As
indestructible Ashwathama in the
dystopian sci-fi meets mythology
actioner, we are reminded only Big
B can be an action hero at 81. And
at 82, the Unchai actor can only
climb more mountains!

Anand (1971)

Counted quintessentially as a
Rajesh Khanna film, Amitabh
matched him frame-to-frame,
scene-to-scene. In this film that
finds mention in all possible lists to
watch before you die, if your heart
bleeds for the titular character,
Anand, you feel equally strongly
for Big B’s Bhaskar. His helpless-
ness at not being able to save his
dying friend is a truly poignant por-
trait of loss and grief.

Namak Haraam (1973)

Rumour has it that in this ode
to friendship, Amitabh’s charac-
ter was meant to die. But Rajesh
Khanna, a bigger star in those
days, insisted upon reversing

individual level

Sayantani Ghosh, who
is seen as Vindhya Devi
in Ravindra Gautam and
Raghuvir Shekhawat’s
Dahej Daasi, feels that
while an actor contrib-
utes to a character by
bringing them to life, the
character also helps an
actor on an individual
level.

She said, “We do take

the death angle. Nevertheless,
Amitabh’s character, Vicky, walked
away with all the sympathy for his
part as the son of a rich industrialist
intact. A searing performance and
yet another example of his blazing
intensity.

Sholay (1975)

The blockbuster will be remem-
bered for many reasons as it has
more than one fable-like stories
attached to it. But one reason cer-
tainly is Amitabh’s understated act
and tongue-in cheek one-liners. If
tumhara naam kya hai Basanti still
brings a smile, the chuckle-some
scene when he takes his friend

Dhupia reflects on her journey of
raising a daughter as she talks
to us on International Girl Child
Day. Neha and her husband,
actor Angad Bedi, are parents to
two children — daughter Mehr,
5, and son Guriq, 3. Speak-
ing about her experience, she
shares, “The emotion that pre-
vails when you raise a girl child
is unmatched. My daughter and
| think alike — we both think out-

Viru’s proposal to Basanti's mausi
is a cinematic treat!

Deewaar (1975)

Ah, that iconic Yash Chopra film,
the mirror to the angst of 1970s!
With his Vijay, the anti-establish-
ment, anti-hero, was born to Hindi
cinema. If Zanjeer launched him
as ‘angry young man,” Deewaar
ensured the title became synony-
mous with his name. That brooding
expression, the emotional-scape
of a son, the endearing noncha-
lance and action-inspired by Hong
Kong’s martial arts cinema, not a
thing felt out of place.

Chupke Chupke (1975)

Once again a Hrishikesh Mukher-
jee film in which Big B proved that
he didn’t necessarily had to lead
from the front to make a mark.
A laugh riot and testimony to his
impeccable comic timing, as this
English professor pretending to be
a botanist, it's not just Dharmendra
the lead hero, he too brings the
house down. Always a must-see
for fans of comedy genre.

Don (1978)

If both the film and his double role
hadn’t been so good, it would not
have spawned remake decades
later or tempted Shah Rukh Khan
to step into his khai ke paan bena-
rse wala dancing shoes. Only the
vintage Don ko pakadna mushkil
hee nahi namumkin hai, who can
deliver it better than the original
Don?

Black (2005)

Hailed as cinematic masterpiece
and path-breaking film of Sanjay
Leela Bhansali, the story of a blind,
deaf and mute girl, and her rela-
tionship with a teacher afflicted
with Alzheimer’s saw Bachchan in
a role of a lifetime. It also won him
a National Award.

Paa (2009)

Unrecognisable, as the 12-year-
old son of his real life son Abhishek
Bachchan, this is one performance

of his that will go down in cinematic
history as one of his very best, as
it also fetched Amitabh a National
Award. As a self-confessed fan
of Amitabh, director R Balki not
only taps into the actor’'s many
strengths, the Cheeni Kum direc-
tor is even believed to have cre-
ated Shamitabh as an ode to his
baritone voice!

Piku (2015)

Who can ever forget Bhashkor
Banerjee of this Shoojit Sircar
directorial? A delightful film it is
simply made all the more delec-
table with Bachchan’s portrayal of
a father, annoying and progressive
in equal measure. As this eccentric
man suffering from constipation,
in a part which could easily have
become a caricature, instead turns
into a sharp character study of a
parent. A National Award-winning
performance!

Naa sirf ek shabd nahi ... apne
aap mein ek poora vakya hai ...
In Pink when he utters those lines
with such dramatic flourish, you
could watch him and the film all
over again. Playing a retired lawyer
Deepak Sehgal, defending young
girls who have not followed the rule
book that girls in India are meant
to, it is once again a stellar act.

been a priority: “The first word |
taught her was bas. Bas, | don’t
want more food. Bas, | don’t
want to play anymore. Bas,
| don’t want my cheek pulled.
Even at her young age, she
understands and respects her
boundaries, and she knows how
to set them.”

Despite the progress in soci-
ety, Neha acknowledges there’s
still a long way to go: “While we
live in a world that is so accept-

ing and beautiful, it’s still demor-
alising to hear stories where the
girl child isn’t accepted. | want to
tell all parents out there — we
are the lucky ones. We are the
chosen ones.”

a hundredfold to ensure she
imbibes it.”

When it comes to the values
she is instilling in her daugh-
ter, Neha reveals that teach-
ing Mehr about boundaries has

girl, are incomparable. There’s
a unique mix of fear, strength,
vulnerability and raw emotion
that’s hard to describe.

At the same time, | feel | need
to multiply my own strength

side the box. | cherish her ques-
tions and acknowledge both her
intelligence and innocence.
The emotions that flow
between a mother and daughter,
especially when you're raising a

certain things from our
onscreen characters.
For example, in one of
my shows, the charac-
ter Neela really stood
out because she broke
the typical mindset
people have about step-
mothers.

Usually, people think
a stepmom is some-
one who could never
truly love her stepchil-
dren, but Neela shat-
tered that stereotype.
Her character was so

Jigra box office Day 1 prediction: Alia Bhatt’s
thriller set for Rs 5 crore opening

Alia Bhatt’'s big
Dussehra release

Johar’s Dharma Produc-
tions, Jigra is expected

garner positivity for its

/4 '
2 content, the first week-

well received and is still
loved by the audience
today. She showed that
you can genuinely love
someone else’s child
as your own.” Sayan-

*

tani also stressed that
it was important for
an actor to draw a line
between their real and
reel selves, “Some-

times, if you get too
deeply involved in your
character, it can really
mess with your mental
peace.”

Armaan Malik nominated for
MTV Europe Music Awards

the MTV Europe Music
Award for Best India Act
in 2020 for his debut
English single Control
and in 2022 for his Eng-
lish single You.

Singer-songwriter
Armaan Malik has
been nominated for
the upcoming edition
of the MTV Europe
Music Awards (EMA)
in the category of Best
India Act for his single
Always, which features
British singer-songwrit-
er, Calum Scott.

Armaan said, “I'm
beyond ecstatic to be
nominated once again
for the MTV EMA’s
Best India Act. Having
won this honour twice
before, this third nomi-

nation feels especially

meaningful. As an
Indian artiste, represent-
ing my country on such
a prestigious global
stage is both humbling
and surreal. There are
so many incredible art-
ists alongside me, and |
wish everyone the best
of luck! Now, it's over to
the fans and the MTV
EMA voters.”

This marks the third
time that Malik has
been nominated for this
award in the past four
years. Earlier, he won

Meanwhile, Always
showcases Armaan’s
versatility and ability to
seamlessly blend differ-
ent musical styles, fur-
ther solidifying his posi-
tion as a global music
sensation. Additionally,
the singer has also offi-
cially submitted the track
for Grammy consider-
ation in three categories
of Best Pop Duo/Group
Performance, Song of
the Year, and Record of

the Year.
Earlier this year,
Armaan released

his single Tera Main
Intezaar, which was
bankrolled by Bhushan
Kumar, with lyrics by
Kunaal Vermaa. The
song explores the pain
of longing for a lover’s
return, capturing the
emotions of separa-
tion and the desire for
reunion.

this year, Jigra, hit the
screens today, October
11. The film is directed
by Vasan Bala and
marks the big Bolly-
wood debut of actor
Vedang Rana. Despite
the makers spending
enough on marketing
the film and trying to
cash in on the presence
of a star like Alia, Jigra
is expected to take an
average opening at the
box office.

The film is a prison-
break action thriller, a
genre which doesn’t find
a mass audience pretty

instantly in India. Unless
backed by exceptional
word-of-mouth, which
will be determined
towards the end of the

day, a film like Jigra is
bound to have a single-
digit opening at the box
office.

Produced by Karan

to record around Rs
5 crore nett on its first
day domestically. This
is a decent business for
a film from this genre
releasing in the post-
pandemic time, but if it
receives positive word-
of-mouth, it can really
move beyond expecta-
tions. Not to mention that
it is also going to benefit
from the Dussehra fes-
tive weekend, which is
likely to increase its per-
formance at the ticket
window.

If everything goes well
and the film manages to

end collection could very
well be in the range of
Rs 20-25 crore nett.
However, the real test
will begin on Monday,
which will determine its
lifetime projection before
the giant Diwali releases
hit the screens.

Jigra is also facing
a box office clash with
Vicky Vidya Ka Woh
Vala Video, starring Raj-
kummar Rao and Trip-
tii Dimri. Both the films
have got a good three-
week-long window at the
box office to perform and
impress the audience.

Deepika Padukone opens up on being criticised

for her diction and accent

Deepika Padukone recently reflected on the
negativity she had to deal with in the initial
days of her Bollywood career and how she
handled it with positivity. The actor, in an
interview with Arianna Huffington, Founder
of the Huffington Post and Thrive Global,
recalled how she was criticised for her accent
and diction in Shah Rukh Khan’s Om Shanti
Om. While speaking to Arianna in the interac-

tion for The Live Laugh Love Foundation’s | =

YouTube channel, Deepika stated that there \
were a few bad reviews after the release of

her first film, which influenced her perspec-

tive towards work.

Deepika, while recalling the criticism post
Om Shanti Om, said, “The actress said that
one should sometimes take criticism or nega-
tivity also in a positive way. “When my debut
movie Om Shanti Om released, there were
quite a few bad reviews, but | specifically
remember this one bad review which pushed

me to work on myself. It spoke about my
accent, my diction, my talent and capabili-
ties. Negativity is sometimes a good thing,
it's what you make of it. The larger picture
is what do you do with that criticism, how do
i | you look at it positively.”
Deepika will be next seen in Rohit Shetty’s

Singham Again as Shakti Shetty aka ‘Lady
Singham.” The action-thriller starring Ajay
Devgn in titular role also features Kareena

Kapoor, Tiger Shroff, Ranveer Singh, Jackie
Shroff, Arjun Kapoor and Akshay Kumar in
pivotal roles. Singham Again is schedule to

The Intern.

release on November 1, 2024. Deepika will
begin shooting for the sequel to Nag Ashwin’s
Kalki 2898 AD in 2025. The dystopian action-
thriller will also feature Prabhas, Amitabh
Bachchan and Kamal Haasan. Deepika will
also be seen in R Balki’s adaptation of Robert
De Niro-Anne Hathaway’s Hollywood film



Top News of J&K

Jammu, Friday, October 11, 2024

NATIONAL

7

BILASPUR (HP), Oct
11 (Agencies): After
Haryana, the BJP
would also sweep the
upcoming assembly
elections in Maharash-
tra and Jharkhand, BJP
president J P Nadda
asserted on Friday.

Nadda, who paid obei-
sance at the Shri Naina
Devi temple here, said
the people were happy
with the performance
of the BJP government
at the Centre led by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

Talking to a group of
reporters, Nadda said
the BJP had achieved
a lot in Haryana and
Jammu and Kashmir
and credit for this goes
to the people and the
almighty.

The Union Heallth
Minister was here to
offer prayers after the
party’s victory in the
polls.

“The party would
also sweep upcoming
assembly elections
in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand,” he said.

Bucking anti-incum-
bency, the ruling BJP
pulled off a hat-trick

of wins in Haryana to
retain power and halt
Congress’ comeback
attempt in the assembly
elections.

The BJP also made
notable gains in Jammu
and Kashmir by winning
29 of the 90 seats. The
National Conference-
Congress combine is
set to form government
in the Union territory.

Nayab Saini likely to take oath
as Haryana Chief Minister on

October 15:

CHANDIGARH, Oct
11 (Agencies): BJP
leader Nayab Singh
Saini, who steered his
party to a record third
consecutive victory in
the Haryana Assembly
polls, is likely to take
oath as the Chief Min-
ister again on October
15, sources told agency.

A 10-member commit-
tee has been formed by
the state chief secretary
to oversee the oath-tak-
ing ceremony arrange-
ments. The commit-
tee will be headed by
the Panchkula District
Commissioner.

Prime Minister Nar-

Girls must have equal opportunities to lead, mere

Sources

endra Modi and other
top leaders, including
Chief Ministers of BJP-
ruled states, are likely
to attend the oath-taking
ceremony.

The BJP had indicat-
ed during the elections
that Nayab Singh Saini,
who replaced Manohar
Lal Khattar as the Chief
Minister in March, will
be its choice for the top
post if it wins. Nayab
Singh Saini is from the
Other Backward Class-
es (OBCs), a major vote
bank in the state.

Earlier this week,
Nayab Singh Saini and
other newly-elected

BJP MLAs of Haryana
met with the senior party
leadership in Delhi.
Nayab Singh Saini also
met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP
chief and Union Minis-
ters Amit Shah and JP
Nadda.

Bucking a decade of
anti-incumbency and
defying exit poll predic-
tions, the BJP scripted a
turnaround in Haryana
and ended up with its
best-ever haul of 48 of
90 Assembly seats. The
Congress, which was
eyeing a comeback, fin-
ished with 37 seats.

The JJP, which allied
with the BJP from 2019
till March 2024, was dec-
imated. The AAP failed
to open its account and
the INLD managed to
win just two seats. Three
independents, including
Savitri Jindal, also won
and have decided to
support the BJP.

RG Kar horror: Junior doctors’ fast unto death
enters 6th day, one of them cr1t1ca1

KOLKATA, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): Junior doctors agitating
over the rape and murder of
their colleague at the RG Kar
hospital continued their fast
unto death for the sixth day on
Friday, even as the condition
of one of the medics on hunger
strike, who was hospitalised,
remained “critical”, health offi-
cials said.

Aniket Mahato was admit-
ted to the state-run RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
on Thursday night after his
health condition deteriorated
due to continuous fasting since
Sunday.

A five-member medical board
was constituted to oversee the
treatment of Mahato, the health
officials said.

“He was brought to the hospi-
tal in an unconscious condition.
His condition is critical. He has
been provided with oxygen and
other necessary treatment for a
patient who has not consumed
water for the past few days. His
condition is quite unstable,” Dr
(Prof) Soma Mukhopadhyay,
CCU in charge of the hospital,
told agency.

“We hope that he will improve
in the next few days. We have
formed a five-member team,”
she said.

Meanwhile, the health condi-
tion of six others who are also
on fast started showing signs
of decline, said another junior
doctor Debasish Halder, who
is present at the protest site in
Esplanade area in central Kol-
kata.

“We have kept all the neces-
sary medical support like an ICU
ambulance and others ready
here so that we can manage
if anyone requires hospitalisa-
tion,” he said.

Halder said that their fast-
ing would continue until their
demands were fully addressed
by the state government.

The health condition of the two
other junior medics at the North
Bengal Medical College and
Hospital, who are also on fast

unto death, has deteriorated,

another health official said.
“We will not withdraw our

hunger strike whatever the

situation is... and those on
fast are unwilling to call it off.
Some others are likely to join
the fast-unto-death demonstra-
tion by today. But | tell you, the
state government will be solely
responsible for whatever hap-
pens to them,” Halder said.

Senior doctors concerned
about the health condition of
the junior medics have appealed
to them to withdraw the hunger
strike.

“These young doctors are our
future. How can the state gov-
ernment be so insensitive? They
must act fast before things go
out of hand,” Dr Hiralal Konar,

one of the joint convenors of the
Joint Platform of Doctors, West
Bengal, told agency.

The protesting doctors have
been demanding justice for the
deceased woman medic at the
RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital and immediate removal
of Health Secretary NS Nigam.

Their other demands include
the establishment of a central-
ised referral system for all hospi-
tals and medical colleges in the
state, the implementation of a
bed vacancy monitoring system,
and formation of task forces to
ensure essential provisions for
CCTV, on-call rooms, and wash-
rooms at their workplaces.

They are also demanding
increased police protection in
hospitals, recruitment of perma-
nent women police personnel,
and swift filling of vacant posi-
tions for doctors, nurses, and
other healthcare workers.

The junior doctors went on to
cease work following the rape-
murder of a fellow medic at RG
Kar Medical College and Hospi-
tal on August 9.

They ended their stir after 42
days on September 21 follow-
ing assurances from the state
government to look into their
demands.

Noel Tata, Ratan Tata’s half-brother, appointed
as chalrman of Tata Trusts

MUMBAI, Oct 11 (Agencies):
Noel Tata, the half-brother of
the late Ratan Tata, will be the
next chairman of Tata Trusts,
sources told agency on Friday.

He will become the 11th chair-
man of Dorabaji Tata Trust and
the sixth chairman of Ratan Tata
Trust. A formal announcement
on the appointment of Noel is
likely soon.

67-year-old Noel has been
chosen to lead the trusts, which
collectively own Tata Sons,

slogans cannot usher change: Kharge

NEW DELHI, Oct 11
(Agencies): Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Friday called
for ensuring that girls
have equal opportunities
to lead and are included
in decision-making pro-
cesses, asserting that
mere slogans cannot
usher in real change.

In a post on X on
International Day of the
Girl Child, Kharge said
gender equality and
justice are essential for
achieving social, politi-
cal, and economic prog-

ress.

“This year’s theme for
#DayOfTheGirl is ‘Girls’
vision for the future’
which conveys both the
need for urgent action
and persistent hope,
driven by the power of
girls’ voices and vision
for the future,” he said.

“We must ensure that
girls have equal oppor-
tunities to lead by plac-
ing them at the forefront
of change, amplifying
their voices, respond-
ing to their needs, and
including them in deci-

e

sion-making processes,”
the Congress president
said.

Mere slogans cannot
usher in real change,
he asserted.

during a board meeting in
Mumbai on Friday.

The meeting comes following
the demise of Ratan Tata (86)
on Wednesday due to age-
related health conditions. The
meeting was held to discuss the
succession plans, with the trust
deeds providing clear guidelines
for appointing the next chairper-
son to ensure a smooth leader-
ship transition.

Tata Trusts, the umbrella body
that manages 14 trusts and
owns 66 percent of Tata Sons,
plays a critical role in shaping
the direction of one of India’s
largest conglomerates.

Noel Tata, son of Naval H Tata
and Simone N Tata, currently
chairs several Tata companies,
including Trent, Tata Interna-
tional Ltd., and Voltas Ltd.

Having worked largely in the

shadow of his half-brother, the
late Ratan Tata, Noel is now
poised to lead Tata Trusts, which
includes Sir Ratan Tata Trust &
Allied Trusts and Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust & Allied Trusts, the
holding and promoter entity of
Tata Group companies.

He also serves as a trustee
on the boards of the Sir Ratan
Tata Trust and the Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust and has been associ-
ated with the group for over four
decades.

Since joining the group in the
early 2000s, Noel has played a
significant role in its expansion.
In recent years, he has taken on
more prominent roles, including
his induction into the board of
Sir Ratan Tata Trust in 2019 and
his appointments as vice chair-
man of Titan in 2018 and Tata
Steel in 2022.

Noel’s last executive role was
as Managing Director of Tata
International Ltd., where he
oversaw the company’s growth
from a turnover of $500 million
to over $3 billion between 2010
and 2021.

Prior to that, he led Trent Ltd.,
growing it from a single-store
operation in 1998 to more than
700 stores across multiple for-
mats.

A graduate of Sussex Univer-
sity, UK, Noel also completed
the International Executive Pro-
gramme (IEP) from INSEAD.

His three children—Leah,
Maya, and Neville—were
appointed trustees of several
trusts under the Sir Ratan Tata
and Sir Dorabji Tata Trusts ear-
lier this year, with each holding
leadership roles across Tata
companies.

Former Congress corporator shot
dead in Ujjain; wife detained

Haji Kalim Khan, alias

-

Kharge said it is vital to
listen to girls, to invest
in proven solutions that
will accelerate progress
towards a future in which
every girl can fulfil her

potential. On December
19, 2011, the United
Nations General Assem-
bly adopted a resolution
to declare October 11 as
the International Day of
the Girl Child, to recog-
nise girls’ rights and the
unique challenges girls
face around the world.

The International Day
of the Girl Child focuses
on the need to address
the challenges girls
face and promote their
empowerment and the
fulfilment of their human
rights.

UJJAIN, Oct 1M1
(Agencies): A former
Congress corporator
was shot dead at his
residence in Madhya

Pradesh’s Ujjain on
Friday morning fol-
lowing which police
detained his wife, an
official said.

Guddu, aged around
60, was shot in the head
at 5 am at his home at
Wazir Park Colony
within the jurisdiction of
Neelganga police sta-
tion area, he said.

The official said police
have detained his wife.

Initial investigations
suggest the killing was
the result of a land dis-
pute in the family, he
said.

An attempt on Khan'’s
life had also been made
a few days ago, he
added.

Pune hit-and-run: Senior excecutive
of private firm detained for killing
food delivery man

PUNE, Oct 11 (Agencies): A food
delivery man was killed after a high-
end car driven by a senior executive
of a private firm hit the two-wheeler he
was riding in Pune in the early hours of

Friday, police said.

Ayush Tayal (34), who was driving the
car, fled from the spot after the accident
near Tadigutta in the city’s Mundhwa

area.

Later, he was detained after police
tracked him down with the help of

CCTV footage, he said.

“The food delivery person has been
identified as Rauf Akbar Shaikh. The
car driven by Tayal crashed into Shai-
kh’s bike. The accused fled the scene
but was later detained after police used
footage of CCTV cameras to identify
the car and then track him down with its

details,” said Additional Commissioner
of Police Manoj Pail.

Tayal is a senior executive at a firm

in Ranjangaon MIDC and he has been
sent for a medical examination to
ascertain if he was intoxicated at the
time of the accident, the official said.
A case has been registered against
Tayal under the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita and Motor Vehicles Act, he added.

Month after Coast Guard chopper crash, body
of missing pilot recovered off Gujarat coast

AHMEDABAD, Oct
11 (Agencies): The
body of a missing Indian
Coast Guard pilot has
been recovered over a
month after a helicopter
belonging to the mari-
time security agency
crashed into the Arabian
Sea off Gujarat coast,
officials said on Friday.

Three crew members
went missing after the
ALH MK-III helicopter
fell into the Arabian Sea
off Porbandar on Sep-
tember 2.

While the bodies of
two crew members were
recovered subsequently,
a search continued to

trace Rakesh Kumar
Rana, the pilot in com-
mand of the mission.

Rana’s body was
recovered from the sea,
nearly 55 km southwest
of Porbandar, on Octo-
ber 10, the Coast Guard
said in a release.

“ICG (Coast Guard)
along with the Indian
Navy and other stake-
holders continued unre-
lenting search efforts
to locate Commandant
Rakesh Kumar Rana,
who was the Pilot in
Command of the mis-

sion. His mortal remains
will be cremated as per
service traditions and
honour.

A warm salute to the
three brave souls from
Rank and File of the
Indian Coast Guard who
laid down their lives in
the line of duty,” it said.

The Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH) of the
Coast Guard with four
crew members met with
the accident while trying
to evacuate an injured
man on board motor
tanker Hari Leela, nearly
30 nautical miles from
the Porbandar coast.

While one of the four

crew members on the
helicopter, diver Gautam
Kumar, was rescued
immediately, three went
missing. A day later,
the bodies of pilot Vipin
Babu and diver Karan
Singh were recovered.

But Rana remained
missing, prompting a
massive search opera-
tion.

As part of the search
by the Coast Guard
and Indian Navy, more
than 70 air sorties and
82 ship days involving
several vessels were
pressed into service,
added the release.
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Israeli strikes kill 22 in Beirut as Hezbollah leader
evades assassination

Kamala Harris calls for ‘de-escalation’ in Gaza and Lebanon

BEIRUT/JERUSALEM, Oct
11 (Agencies): Israeli strikes
killed 22 people and injured
more than 100 in central
Beirut on Thursday, Lebanese
authorities said, as a senior
Hezbollah official evaded an
Israeli assassination attempt
in the city, according to three
security sources.

In the country’s south, two
United Nations peacekeepers
were injured when an Israeli
tank fired at a watchtower at
the force’s main headquarters
in Ras al-Naqgoura, prompting
the U.N. to say its personnel
were facing increasing danger.

The conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah erupted one
year ago when the lranian-
backed group opened fire in
support of Palestinian militant
group Hamas at the start of
the Gaza war.

It has intensified dramatically
in recent weeks, with Israel
bombing Beirut’s southern
suburbs, the south and the
Bekaa Valley, and killing many
of Hezbollah’s top leaders.

Wafiq Safa, who heads Hez-
bollah’s liaison and coordina-
tion unit responsible for working
with Lebanese security agen-
cies, was targeted by Israel on
Thursday night but survived, the
security sources said.

The Israeli strikes hit a densely
packed residential neighbour-
hood of apartment buildings
and small shops in the heart of
Beirut.

Israel did not issue evacuation
warnings ahead of the strikes
and had not previously attacked
the area, which is removed from
Beirut’'s southern suburbs where
Hezbollah’s headquarters have
been repeatedly bombed by
Israel.

Lebanon’s Health Ministry
reported 22 people killed and
117 wounded. Among the dead

was a family of eight, including
three children, who had evacu-
ated from the south, according
to a security source.

Agency witnesses said at
least one strike hit near a gas
station and a thick column of
smoke was visible. A large fire
blazed in the background as
rescue workers searched the
rubble for survivors, according
to video broadcast by Hezbol-
lah’s al-Manar television.

There was no immediate com-
ment on the incident by Israel.

After Israel killed a series of
high-ranking Hezbollah officials
in recent weeks, including top
leader Hassan Nasrallah, Safa
was among the few surviving
senior figures as the group’s
upper echelons struggled to
reorganise.

The attempt to kill Safa, whose
role merges security and politi-
cal affairs, marked a widening
of Israel’'s targets among Hez-
bollah officials, which previously
focused on the group’s military
commanders and top leaders.

PEACEKEEPERS ‘IN JEOP-
ARDY’

The United Nations’ peace-
keeping force in Lebanon,
UNIFIL, said two of its person-
nel were injured when an Israeli
tank fired at a watchtower on
Thursday at its main headquar-
ters in Ras al-Naqgoura, hit-

ting the tower and causing the
peacekeepers to fall.

The two peacekeepers were
from Indonesia’s contingent
and were in good condition
after being treated for light inju-
ries, Indonesia Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi said in a state-
ment.

The safety of more than 10,400
U.N. peacekeepers in Lebanon
is “increasingly in jeopardy” and
operations have virtually halted
since late September, U.N.
peacekeeping chief Jean-Pierre
Lacroix told the Security Coun-
cil. That coincides with Israel’s
escalation of its conflict with
Lebanon.

UNIFIL called attacks on
peacekeepers “a grave viola-
tion of international humanitar-
ian law.”

The White House said the
U.S. was deeply concerned
by reports that Israeli forces
fired on U.N. positions and was
pressing Israel for details.

Israel’s military said in a state-
ment its troops operated in the
Nagoura area, “next to a UNIFIL
base.” “Accordingly, the IDF
instructed the U.N. forces in
the area to remain in protected
spaces, following which the
forces opened fire in the area,”
Israel’'s statement said, adding
it maintains routine communica-
tion with UNIFIL.

The peacekeepers are deter-
mined to remain at their posts
despite Israeli attacks and
orders by lIsrael’s military to
leave, the force’s spokesperson
Andrea Tenenti said.

In New York, Israel’s U.N.
Ambassador Danny Danon
said Israel recommends UNIFIL
relocate 5 km (3 miles) north “to
avoid danger as fighting intensi-
fies”.

Danon said attacking Hezbol-
lah was necessary so 70,000
displaced Israelis could return to
homes in northern Israel.

The Middle East remains on
high alert for further escalation
in the region, awaiting Israel’s
response to an Iranian missile
strike on October 1.

U.S. vice president and Dem-
ocratic presidential candidate
Kamala Harris said de-escala-
tion was needed.

“We have got to reach a cease-
fire,” Harris told reporters as
she departed Las Vegas, while
commenting on the situations
in Gaza and Lebanon. “We’ve
got to de-escalate.” A ceasefire
remains elusive in Gaza and
Lebanon.

Washington’s occasional con-
demnation of Israel over civilian
deaths has mostly been verbal
with no substantive change in
policy.

Israeli strikes have killed at
least 2,169 people in Lebanon
over the last year, the Leba-
nese government said in its
daily update. The majority have
been killed since September
27, when Israel expanded its
military campaign. The toll does
not distinguish between civilians
and combatants.

Hezbollah cross-border fire at
Israel has killed 53 people over
the same period, more than half
of them civilians, according to
Israeli authorities.

Russia launches 4th aerial
attack in a week against
Ukraine’s Odesa region

KYIV, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): A nighttime Rus-
sian missile strike on
Odesa killed at least
four people including a
16-year-old girl, regional
authorities said Friday,
in the latest in a series
of attacks this week on
the southern Ukrainian
region that are likely
intended to disrupt the
country’s grain exports.

Four Russian missile
and drone attacks on
the Odesa region this
week have killed 14
people and wounded
around 20, according to
local officials. The strikes
have hit merchant ships
and damaged port infra-
structure in the region,
which is a vital hub for
Ukraine’s agricultural
exports through the
Black Sea.

An attack on Odesa
late Wednesday killed
nine people and hit a
container ship sailing
under the Panamanian

flag — the third attack
on a merchant vessel in
four days, according to
regional Gov. Oleh Kiper.
The apparent Rus-
sian effort to frustrate
Ukraine’s exports, which
bring vital revenue for a
national economy bat-
tered by more than two
years of war, coincided
with a renewed push
by Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to
ensure continuing mili-
tary and financial sup-
port from his country’s
Western partners.
Ukraine’s stretched
and short-handed army
is currently under heavy
pressure in the coun-
try’s eastern Donetsk
region. Russian forces
recently pushed it out
of the Donetsk town
of Vuhledar and are
now in control of about
half of nearby Toretsk,
local administration
chief Vasyl Chynchyk
said Friday. To stop the

losses, Zelenskyy needs
to secure more help.

Russia last year tore
up an agreement that
allowed Ukraine — one
of the world’s biggest
suppliers of grain and
other food staples,
especially to developing
nations — to export pro-
duce safely through the
Black Sea.

Months later, and amid
successful Ukrainian
attacks on Russia’s Black
Sea fleet which forced its
navy to back away from
the coast, Ukraine estab-
lished a shipping corridor
that hugs the coast down
to Turkey and opens a
way to the Mediterra-
nean Sea.

A special insurance
program has provided
affordable coverage to
shippers who have car-
ried millions of tons of
cargo out of Ukraine, but
the latest attacks could
jeopardize that arrange-
ment.

Fire breaks out on an oil tanker
off Germany’s Baltic Sea coast,
all 7 crew members are rescued

BERLIN, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): A fire broke out
on an oil tanker off
Germany'’s Baltic Sea
coast on Friday and all
seven crew members
were rescued, German
authorities said.

The German Maritime
Search and Rescue
Service said it was
alerted to the fire on
the 73-meter (240-foot)

-long German-flagged
vessel, the Annika,
shortly after 9 a.m.
Friday. A rescue boat
picked up the crew
members about an hour
later.

The tanker was car-
rying about 640 metric
tons of oil, according
to Germany’s Central
Command for Maritime
Emergencies.

The tanker was north-
east of Kuehlungsborn,
a seaside resort west of
the port city of Rostock.
The rescue service said
black smoke was visible
from the coast.

Three ships were at
the scene fighting the
fire, and several more
firefighting teams were
en route to the tanker by
helicopter.

Russia’s Putin begins a visit to
Turkmenistan for forum with

Iran warns Gulf nations against helping Israel,
says ‘will respond accordingly’

regional leaders, including Iran

ASHGABAT, Oct 11
(Agencies): President
Vladimir Putin began
a visit to Turkmenistan
Friday, speaking at an
international forum with
Central Asian leaders
and the president of
Iran.

The Kremlin said Putin
will discuss the situa-
tion in the Middle East
with Iranian president
Masoud Pezeshkian on
the sidelines of the con-
ference in the Turkmen
capital, Ashgabat.

Moscow and Tehran
signed a $1.7 billion
deal for Iran to export
drones to Russia after
Putin invaded Ukraine in
2022, and the U.S. also
believes it has trans-
ferred short-range bal-
listic missiles.

The conference is
being attended by other
regional leaders includ-

ing Pakistani President
Asif Ali Zardari and
the heads of the other
Central Asian nations,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

In his opening remarks
at the forum, Putin
repeated again that he
wants to build “a new
world order” with Rus-
sia’s friends and part-
ners, according to video
shared by the Kremlin.

As well as meeting the
Iranian leader, Putin is

,

expected to hold talks
with the Turkmen presi-
dent, Serdar Berdy-
mukhamedov.

Berdymukhamedov,
43, was elected in
March 2022 to succeed
his father, Gurbanguly,
who had run the gas-
rich country since 2006.

Turkmenistan has
remained largely iso-
lated under autocratic
rulers since it became
independent following
the 1991 collapse of the
Soviet Union.

TEHRAN, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): Amid the escalat-
ing threat of the Middle
East conflict expanding
with Israel planning an
offensive against Iran,
Tehran warned Gulf
Arab nations against
allowing their airspace
or military bases to be
used in such an attack.
A senior Iranian official
stated that any assis-
tance to Israel would be
unacceptable and would
draw a response.

“Iran made it clear that
any action by a Persian
Gulf country against
Tehran, whether through
the use of airspace or
military bases, will be
regarded by Tehran
as an action taken by
the entire group, and
Tehran will respond
accordingly,” the senior
Iranian official told news
agency agency.

Iran’s warning came

amid reports that Tehran
had cautioned Gulf
nations, stating that
if ‘Israeli supporters’
intervene directly in the
conflict, their regional
interests would be tar-
geted. Gulf Arab nations
fear that Iran may strike
their oil facilities if they
align with Israel in the
ongoing conflict.

“The message empha-

pa S

sised the need for
regional unity against
Israel and the impor-
tance of securing sta-
bility. It also made clear
that any assistance to
Israel, such as allow-
ing the use of a regional
country’s airspace for
actions against Iran, is
unacceptable,” the Ira-
nian official stressed.
On October 1, Iran

launched a barrage of
around 200 rockets at
Israel, most of which
were intercepted and
destroyed by Israeli
defence systems. This
was in response to the
killing of the Hezbollah
chief Hassan Nasral-
lah and Israel’s military
actions in Lebanon
and Gaza. According
to reports, Israel is pre-
paring to retaliate, with
some suggesting that
oil facilities in Iran could
be targeted as part of a
broader offensive.

In light of the escalat-
ing threat, Gulf states
have urged the United
States to prevent Israel
from targeting lIran’s
oil facilities. Citing top
sources in Arab nations,
Reuters reported that
Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates,
and Qatar have also
refused to allow Israel

to use their airspace for
any attack on Iran and
have communicated this
stance to Washington.
Last week, the Gulf
Arab states, which met
in Doha, sought to reas-
sure Iran of their neutral-
ity and urged Tehran to
de-escalate. “The Gulf
states think it's unlikely
that Iran will strike their
oil facilities, but the
Iranians are dropping
hints they might from
unofficial sources. It's
a tool the Iranians have
against the US and the
global economy,” Ali Shi-
habi, a top Saudi com-
mentator said earlier.
Meanwhile, Israel
continued its assault on
Lebanon, intensifying
attacks against the Iran-
backed militant group
Hezbollah. In the latest
major strike, 22 people
were killed and dozens
injured in Lebanon.

Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Japanese organisation of atomic
bombing survivors Nihon Hidankyo

STOCKHOLM, Oct 11 (Agencies): The
Nobel Peace Prize was awarded Friday to
Nihon Hidankyo, a Japanese organisation of
survivors of the US atomic bombings of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, for its activism against

nuclear weapons.

Jorgen Watne Frydnes, chair of the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee, said the award
was made as the “taboo against the use of
nuclear weapons is under pressure.”

He said the Nobel committee “wishes to
honour all survivors who, despite physi-
cal suffering and painful memories, have
chosen to use their costly experience to
cultivate hope and engagement for peace.”

Hidankyo chairperson Tomoyuki Mimaki,

mittee.

up when he received the news.
“Is it really true? Unbelievable!” Mimaki
screamed.
Efforts to eradicate nuclear weapons have
been honoured in the past by the Nobel com-

The International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons won the peace prize in
2017, and in 1995 Joseph Rotblat and the
Pugwash Conferences on Science and
World Affairs won for “their efforts to dimin-
ish the part played by nuclear arms in inter-
national politics and, in the longer run, to
eliminate such arms.”

This year’s prize was awarded against a
backdrop of devastating conflicts raging

nuclear weapons,”

response to a question on whether the rheto-
ric from Russia surrounding nuclear weap-
ons in its invasion of Ukraine had influenced

“Itis very clear that threats of using nuclear
weapons are putting pressure on the impor-
tant international norm, the taboo of using

Nihon Hidankyo
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Watne Frydnes said in

threats of use is also damaging this norm.
To uphold an international strong taboo
against the use is crucial for all of human-
ity,” he added.

Alfred Nobel stated in his will that the peace
prize should be awarded for “the most or the
best work for fraternity between nations, for
the abolition or reduction of standing armies
and for the holding and promotion of peace
congresses.”

Last year’s prize went to jailed Iranian activ-
ist Narges Mohammadi for her advocacy of
women’s rights and democracy and against
the death penalty.

The Nobel committee said it was also a
recognition of “the hundreds of thousands

and oppression targeting women.”
In a year of conflict, there had been some
speculation before the announcement

that the Norwegian Nobel Committee that

decides on the winner would opt not to award
a prize at all this year.

The Nobel prizes carry a cash award of 11
million Swedish kronor ($1 million).

Unlike the other Nobel prizes that are

selected and announced in Stockholm,

founder Alfred Nobel decreed the peace
prize be decided and awarded in Oslo by the
five-member Norwegian Nobel Committee.

The Nobel season ends Monday with the

announcement of the winner of the eco-
nomics prize, formally known as the Bank

who was standing by at Hiroshima City Hall in the world, notably in the Middle East, this year’s decision. of people” who demonstrated against “Iran’s of Sweden Prize in Economic Sciences in
for the announcement, cheered and teared Ukraine and Sudan. “And therefore it is alarming to see how theocratic regime’s policies of discrimination Memory of Alfred Nobel.
. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|



Top News of J&K

Jammu, Friday, October 11, 2024

LOCAL / CONTD....

9

Sawhney thanks supporters, leaders

“will contlnue to work towards welfare of Jammu East”

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Former
J&K Minister and senior
Congress leader Yogesh
Sawhney held a meeting
with various Congress
and National Confer-
ence (NC) leaders at
Sidhra, Jammu East, to
express his gratitude for
their unwavering support
during the recent Jammu
& Kashmir Assembly
elections.

As the Congress-NC
alliance candidate for the
Jammu East constitu-
ency, Sawhney acknowl-
edged the significant
backing he received from
both party leaders and
the public throughout the
campaign.

In his address, Sawh-

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Every
year on October 10th, the
world comes together to
observe World Mental
Health Day, a critical
occasion dedicated to
raising awareness about
mental health issues.
Despite its paramount
importance, mental
health remains one of the
most neglected areas of
public health. It is crucial
to recognize that mental
health is more than just
the absence of mental
disorders; it constitutes a
state of well-being where
individuals can realize
their own abilities, cope
with normal life stresses,
work productively, and
contribute to their com-
munities.

In our fast-paced, tech-
nology-driven society,
the changing lifestyle
and relentless pace of
modern life have adverse-
ly affected mental health.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has exacerbated these
existing issues, leading
to unprecedented chal-
lenges for individuals
globally. As this pandemic
has thrust itself upon us,
the lack of preparedness
for its mental and social
implications is a signifi-
cant concern. Amid our
collective effort to combat
the virus, mental health
has all too often been
sidelined.

According to data from
the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), mental
illness now accounts for
approximately 30% of the
non-fatal disease burden
and 10% of the overall
disease burden world-
wide, which includes vari-
ous forms of mortality and
disability. Notably, 7.5%
of the Indian population
suffers from some form
of mental disorder, with
mental illnesses compris-
ing one-sixth of all health-
related disorders. Alarm-

ney recognized the elec-
tion outcomes, stating,
“Despite the results, we
respect the public’s deci-
sion. Democracy is about
the will of the people, and

ingly, India is responsible
for nearly 15% of the
global burden of mental,
neurological, and sub-
stance use disorders.

While the COVID-19
pandemic looms large as
the elephant in the room,
we must not overlook
the critical importance of
mental health. With lock-
downs and social distanc-
ing measures in place,
issues like depression
have come to the fore-
front. The younger gen-
eration, in particular, has
gravitated towards online
gaming and content con-
sumption as a means of
escape, further compli-
cating their mental health
landscape.

Depression is a sig-
nificant concern, distinct
from normal mood swings
or transient emotional
responses to life’s chal-
lenges. When persis-
tent and of moderate to
severe intensity, it can
impair an individual’s
ability to function in daily
life—resulting in poor
performance at work,
school, and within fami-
lies. Tragically, depres-
sion can lead to suicidal
thoughts and actions;
nearly 800,000 people
die by suicide each year,
making it the second
leading cause of death
among 15 to 29-year-
olds. In the Rajouri Dis-
trict of Jammu and Kash-
mir, depression has been

we hold that in the highest
regard.”

He emphasized that
his commitment to the
issues he has champi-
oned remains steadfast,

identified as a primary
cause of suicides, further
exacerbated by the ongo-
ing pandemic.

This common mental
disorder affects individu-
als of all ages, including
children and adolescents.
Symptoms often include
anxiety, disrupted sleep
patterns, appetite chang-
es, feelings of guilt or low
self-worth, and difficulty
concentrating. Under-
standing that depression
results from a complex
interplay of social, psy-
chological, and biologi-
cal factors is essential in
addressing this issue.

Fortunately, there are
effective prevention
programs that can help
reduce the incidence of
depression. Communi-
ty-based approaches,
particularly school initia-
tives aimed at promoting
positive thinking among
children and adolescents,
can make a significant dif-
ference. Given our cur-
rent circumstances, it is
imperative that parents
encourage their children
to engage in yoga and
physical exercise while
fostering a supportive
home environment. Such
interventions can not only
reduce parental depres-
sive symptoms but can
also enhance outcomes
for children facing behav-
ioral challenges. Addition-
ally, exercise programs
tailored for the elderly

N

regardless of the electoral
results.

Sawhney reiterated his
dedication to voicing the
concerns of the people in
alignment with the party’s

can play a crucial role in
alleviating the effects of
depression.

To tackle the stigma sur-
rounding mental health
issues, we must work col-

vision. “We will always
stand for the causes that
matter to the people of
Jammu East and beyond,”
he stated. He committed
to actively working to
ensure that the common
people’s concerns are
heard and prioritized.

He highlighted that unity,
development, and welfare
would continue to be cen-
tral to their efforts moving
forward. “The issues of
Jammu East will be at the
forefront of our agenda
in the coming months,”
Sawhney affirmed. He
expressed heartfelt
thanks to all leaders, party
members, and citizens for
their continued support
over the past month, rein-
forcing his commitment to
serving the community.

lectively and compassion-
ately. The path toward
overcoming this crisis
requires cooperation
among all stakeholders,
including families, health-
care providers, schools,
and communities. By pri-
oritizing mental health,
we can foster a healed,
peaceful, and progressive
society—where mental
well-being is viewed as
an integral component of
overall health.

Let us embrace this
World Mental Health Day
by acknowledging the
silent battles that many
face and reaffirming our
commitment to fostering a
community where mental
health is prioritized and
supported.

Col (Dr.) Arvind Jha
appointed as Chief Advisor

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Vansh
Sabre Sports Founda-
tion, J&K Secretary Kul-
deep Kumar Gupta told
that Col. (Dr.) Arvind Jha
has been appointed as
Chief Advisor of (VSSF)
Vansh Sabre Sports
Foundation.

Col. (Dr.) Arvind Jha
is a sports Psychologist
who has qualified Ph.D
in sports Psychology and
LLM (Sports Law) will
provide selfless service
and unconditional sup-
port to sports person,
teams of Jammu and
Kashmir with respect to
Psychological training
which is now an integral
part of sports training &
performance. He will also
render legal advises on
sports law.

The selfless services
of Col (Dr.) Arvind will
also help and guide to
sports person for fetch-
ing Medals at National/

p

[\

International event and
will help and guide to
sports person for getting
Sports Jobs.

The President Dr. Anil
Padha of the foundation
a great step taken by the
Foundation for the devel-
opment, Motivation and
result orientated growth
for the betterment of
sports persons who are
an asset of Jammu and
Kashmir UT in the field
of Sports to mark their
name on India’s Map
with Medals and hope
this would be new step
for motivation of Sports
Persons in J&K.

BJ P leader Sahil Gupta, SHO Bishnah
take blessmgs at Mata Ka Jagran

Top News Report

BISHNAH, Oct 11: In
celebration of the Holy
Navratras, a Mata ka
Jagran was organized in
the village of Chak-Wazi-
ru, Bishnah Constituency.
BJP Leader and Munici-
pal Committee Councilor
Sahil Gupta attended the
event alongside SHO
Bishnah Mustaj Chaud-
hary.

The Jagran, organized
by local committee mem-

bers, featured the presen-
tation of Mata’s Chunari
and picture to the chief
guests, Sahil Gupta and
SHO Mustaj Chaudhary,
as well as ASI Naresh
Digra, ASI Daljit Singh,
and PSO Posha Ram.

The event commenced
with heartfelt congratula-
tions and best wishes to
everyone present for the
auspicious occasion of
Navratras.

Key members of the
organizing committee,

\e
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including Madan Lal,
Vinod Kumar, and Gird-
hari Lal, along with Panch
Dharam Chand and Lam-
bardar Sudagar Mal,
also participated in the
program. Other commit-
tee members, including
Sunil, Sandeep, Nikhil,
Sorab, Akash, Sameer,
Aman, Sona, Arun, Janu,
Rajat, Punu, and Rocky,
were also in attendance,
contributing to the festive
atmosphere of the gath-
ering.

Principal Secretary APD reviews progress
on CSS, CAPEX NABARD HADP projects

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Princi-
pal Secretary Agriculture
Production Department
Shailendra Kumar held
a comprehensive review
meeting today and valu-
ated the physical and
financial progress of proj-
ects under the Centrally
Sponsored Schemes
(CSS), CAPEX budget,
NABARD and the Holistic
Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP).

Attendees included the
Mission Director HADP,
Director Agriculture
Jammu, Director Horti-
culture Jammu, Director
Command Area Devel-
opment Jammu, Director
Finance APD, Secretary
APD, Director Planning
APD, Managing Direc-
tor JKAGROS, Director
Research SKUAST-J,
Joint Directors of Agri-
culture and allied depart-
ments, Deputy Director
Planning, Scientists from
SKUAST-J, Chief Agricul-
ture Officers and Chief

Horticulture officers of all
districts of Jammu Divi-
sions.

During the meeting,
the officers presented
detailed updates on
implementation status,
challenges encountered
and strategies to expedite
pending activities under
these schemes. The Prin-
cipal Secretary empha-
sized the importance of
ensuring timely execution
and fund utilization under
all schemes, while also
addressing challenges
faced in project imple-
mentation.

Principal Secretary
reviewed the significant
advancements made
under HADP, which has
been instrumental in pro-
moting sustainable agri-
cultural practices and
improving farmers’ liveli-
hoods. Special attention
was given to ensuring
the expenditure under
HADP, CSS and CAPEX
projects align with the
overall goal of infrastruc-
ture development in the

sector. Discussions also
centered on CSS proj-
ects, focusing on key flag-
ship schemes like PDMC,
SMAM, RAD, RKVY,
PKVY, ATMA, NFSM and
others aimed at boosting
rural prosperity.

The Principal Secre-
tary directed all depart-
ments to work in close
coordination to meet the
set targets for the fiscal
year and ensure the ben-
efits reach the grassroots
level. He also stressed
the need for proper mon-
itoring mechanisms and
regular updates on the
progress of all projects.

The review included a
specific assessment of
the Baba Jitto Irrigation
Project, with a call for
increased focus on Rain-
fed Area Development.
The meeting concluded
with an actionable plan
aimed at accelerating
the completion of ongoing
projects, reinforcing the
commitment to enhance
the agricultural ecosys-
tem in the region.

I'ntl Day of Girl Child celebrated in District Ramban

The event, aimed at guiding college
girls toward diverse career opportuni-

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Oct 11: In a significant initia-
tive toward empowering young women,
the District Social Welfare Department,
in collaboration with the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) and Police,
organized a seminar and career coun-
seling session at Government Degree
College Ramban to mark International

Day of the Girl Child.

holders.

ties, included thought-provoking dis-
cussions, skits, and mentorship. In line
with the guidance of Deputy Commis-
sioner Ramban, Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaud-
hary, and under the supervision of Dis-
trict Social Welfare Officer (DSWO)
Rahul Gupta, the program witnessed
active participation from various stake-
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Centre, JaK Govt will
implement what will
he hest according to
Constitution: Naqvi On
Statehood

having within their party.”

“There were many Congress leaders
who were saying that they wanted to
be the Chief Minister of Haryana. They
were unaware of the people’s verdict and
started declaring themselves the winners
even before the results came in,” Naqvi
concluded.

20 Killed in attack on
miners in Pakistan

Police, paramilitary Frontier Corps (FC)
and rescue teams rushed to the spot after
the attack.

Police sources said that the death toll
may rise as some injured minors were in
critical condition.

SHO Dukki Hamanyan Khan said the
armed men first gathered the miners in
different groups and then sprayed bullets
on them.

Heavy contingents of police and FC
have cordoned off the area and launched
a search operation to arrest the culprits.

Pakistan has witnessed a worrying surge
in terrorist attacks in the ongoing year with
fatalities in the first three quarters surpass-
ing the numbers recorded in all of 2023.

As per the third Quarterly Report (Q3)
issued by the Centre for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS), the number of
fatalities rose to at least 1,534 in the first
three quarters of 2024 compared to 1,523
in 2023.

Balochistan, bordering Iran and Afghan-
istan, is home to a long-running violent
insurgency. Baloch insurgent groups have
previously carried out several attacks tar-
geting CPEC projects.

The banned Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA) accuses China and Islamabad of
exploitation of the resource-rich province,
a charge rejected by the authorities. It has
fought a long-running insurgency for a
separate homeland.

Earlier this week, two Chinese nation-
als were killed and 17 people injured in a
suicide attack by a Baloch insurgent group
that targeted a convoy of Chinese workers
near Pakistan’s busiest airport in Karachi.

Bakshi stadium
witnesses
overwhelming turnout
for 2nd Legends League
match

my idol since childhood. Watching him
live in Srinagar is a dream come true,”
said Bilal Ahmad, a local fan who traveled
from Baramulla with his friends to watch
the game.

“l am super excited to watch Chris Gayle
playing in front of me. It's an amazing feel-
ing, and | can’t wait to see him in action,”
said Zahid from Srinagar.

The cricket match has drawn not only
fans from Srinagar but from across the
Valley, with many viewing the tournament
as a milestone for Kashmir sports.

Faizan Qadir, a cricket enthusiast, said
that they never imagined such a high-pro-
file cricketing event would be held in the
Valley, and it is a proud moment for all.

Meanwhile, as the tournament continues,
the excitement among spectators grows,
especially with the possibility of watch-
ing cricket icons like Chris Gayle live. The
event has become more than just a series
of matches—it represents a celebration
of cricket in Kashmir, bringing the com-
munity together through their shared love
of the sport.

J&K Admin Introduces
New Recruitment Rules
for Police Gazetted
Service

will be overseen by the Departmental Pro-

motion Committee (DPC).

The new guidelines apply to several
cadres, including General, Telecommuni-
cation, Ministerial, Stenography, Photogra-
phy, Police Transport Workshop, and Arms/
Ammunition.

Two selection committees, led by senior
officials, including the Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police, have been
formed to supervise promotions and place-
ments within the department.

The fresh rules replace the Jammu and
Kashmir Police (Gazetted) Service Recruit-
ment Rules of 2002, aiming to create a
more structured and transparent recruit-
ment process for the police force.

With the notification now in force, the
reforms are expected to strengthen the
recruitment system across various cadres.

State Election
Commission hegins
process of Panchayat
polis in J-K

turnout.

The national and regional political par-
ties had fielded candidates in all 90 seats
besides record number of independents
were also in fray.

In the political battle, JKNC secured vic-
tory with 42 seats and crossed the majority

mark with alliance partner congress who
secured 6 seats. BJP secured 29 seats in
the state.

Ramban residents
demand swift police
action to trace missing
mother of 4

They said that the candle march in a
dozen villages of Ramban reflects the com-
munity’s collective concern and determina-
tion to ensure justice prevails.

When contacted SHO Ramban, Vijay
Kotwal said that a missing report has been
lodge at Police Station Ramban and inves-
tigation is in full swing. He said husband
(suspected) of Salesha Devi is being sum-
moned to Police Station Ramban on daily
basis and is questioned in the missing case
of his wife.

Kotwal said we are hopeful to solve the
mysterious missing of the lady very soon.

Light snowiall over
higher reaches of J&K
on Oct 16, 17: MeT

“Light snow over few higher reaches
with thunder/gusty winds at isolated
places during October 16-17,” the official
added.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: The
Psychological Counsel-
ling Cell in collaboration
with Literary Club and
Department of Physical
Education and Sports of
Govt. College of Educa-
tion, Jammu, organized a
series of impactful events
today to mark World
Mental Health Day. The
celebrations aimed to
raise awareness about
mental health and pro-
mote the importance of
maintaining mental well-
being in society.

The event was graced
by Dr. Jyoti Parihar, Prin-
cipal of Govt. College
of Education, Jammu,
as the Chief Guest. Dr.
Shahnawaz Choudhary
and RJ Juhie from Big
92.7 FM served as the
Guests of Honor for the
occasion. The program
commenced with the
traditional lighting of the
lamp, symbolizing knowl-
edge and enlightenment.

Dr. Ambica Kumari,
Convener of the Psy-

chological Cell and
Organizing Secretary for
the event, delivered the
welcome address. In her
speech, she emphasized
the crucial role of mental
health in today’s world
and encouraged soci-
ety to work collectively
to reduce the stigma
and effects surrounding
mental health issues. She
highlighted the need for
early intervention, edu-
cation, and open conver-
sations on this pressing
matter.

The event featured
three major activities: a
Poster-Making Competi-

tion, a Skit Competition,
and a Speech event,
all revolving around the
theme of mental health.
Students from B.Ed.
Semester 1 and the Inte-
grated Teacher Education
Program (ITEP) actively
participated, showcasing
their creativity and dedi-
cation.

In the Poster-Making
Competition, the winners
were Simran Gupta, 1st,
Varleen Kour, 2nd and
Muskan Chib, 3rd.

Additionally, consolation
prizes were awarded to
Meenakshi, Janvi Gupta,
and Dhanu Sharma for

their exceptional work.
The competition was
judged by Ms. Renu from
IMFA and RJ Juhie.

The Skit Competition
brought forward thought-
provoking performances
on mental health aware-
ness. B.Ed. Semester 1,
Section A, secured the
first prize, while ITEP stu-
dents were the runners-
up, and B.Ed. Semester
1, Section C, bagged the
third prize. The skit com-
petition was adjudged by
RJ Juhie and Dr. Shahn-
awaz Choudhary.

In their closing remarks,
both Guests of Honor
lauded the efforts of
the students and fac-
ulty in organizing such
a meaningful and cre-
ative event. They com-
mended the participants
for their enthusiasm and
the power of their perfor-
mances in highlighting
the significance of mental
health.

The event concluded
with a formal vote of
thanks by Ms. Kiran
Thapa, Faculty in the

Department of Education.
She extended gratitude
to all the participants,
faculty, and organizers,
acknowledging the hard
work of the Psycho-
logical Counselling Cell,
which includes members
Ms. Anuradha Choud-
hary, Dr. Shalini Rana,
Prof. Balwan Singh, Dr.
Suraj Prakash, Ms. Kiran
Thapa, Dr. Rakesh Bharti,
Prof. Ramandeep Kralia,
and Dr. Sonam Gandotra.

Other distinguished
faculty members who
attended the event were
Prof. Prof. Sunanda Rani,
Rajinder Kour, , Dr. Sha-
lika Gupta, Dr. Shalini
Sharma, Prof. Priyanka
Mahajan and Prof. Roopa
Kumari.

The World Mental
Health Day celebrations
at Govt. College of Edu-
cation, Jammu, served
as a powerful reminder of
the importance of mental
health and the collective
responsibility we share
in fostering a supportive
and understanding envi-
ronment.

Vivek Bali demands swift
action to address water
cr1s1s in Payer Pulwama

R

Top News Report

PULWAMA, Oct 11:
Prominent political leader
Vivek Bali has called for
urgent action to address
the severe water short-
age plaguing the Payer
Pulwama area in South
Kashmir. Residents have
been grappling with inter-
mittent water supply for
several days, disrupting
their daily routines and
causing significant hard-
ships.

In a statement
issued here, Vivek Bali
expressed deep concern
over the ongoing water
crisis in Payer Pulwama.
He emphasized that local
residents are struggling

to meet their basic needs
for drinking, sanitation,
and hygiene due to the
lack of access to clean
water.

Vivek Bali appealed to
the Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor to prioritize the
issue and take immediate
steps to restore regular
water supply to the affect-
ed areas. “The water
shortage in Payer Pulwa-
ma is a serious concern
that requires immediate
attention,” Bali stated.
“Access to clean water is
a fundamental right, and
it is our responsibility to
ensure that it is provided
to all residents.”

The administration is
urged to conduct a thor-
ough investigation into
the causes of the water
scarcity and implement
effective measures to
address the problem.
Long-term solutions, such
as improving water infra-
structure and promoting
conservation efforts, are
also essential to prevent
future crises.

Capacity Building Program
on Mission YUVA held at
Govt Polytechnic Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: One-day capacity-building program
on Mission YUVA (Yuva Udhyami Vikas Abhiyaan) was
organized by J&K Skill Development Department at Gov-
ernment Polytechnic Bikram Chowk Jammu.

The program aims at sensitizing all Nodal/Coordinating
officers of Labour and Employment, JKEDI, J&K Bank,
NABARD and Skill Development Department on the pur-
pose, components and monitoring of Mission YUVA in
the UT of J&K. The event was graced by Rajeev Ranjan,
Administrative Secretary to the Government of J&K, Skill
Development deptt, Labour and Employment, Revenue
Deptt and CEO Mission Youth, who delivered an insightful

address on Mission YUVA.

He emphasized on creating a conducive environment
where the youth can feel confident to take risks, innovate
and build businesses. His speech inspired the participants
by offering a comprehensive overview of the project and
emphasizing the importance of self-motivation among
government employees to foster the culture of entre-
preneurship. He highlighted that the success of the Mis-
sion YUVA relies on government employees, who play
a crucial role in executing the project and generating
widespread entrepreneurial impact.

Om Prakash Bhagat, Director, Skill Development
Department, while addressing the gathering, shed light
on the core concepts and various dimensions of Mission
YUVA. Approximately 100 participants from Labour and
Employment, JKEDI, J&K Bank, NABARD, along with
heads of departments and Lecturers from Government
Polytechnic Jammu, Government Women Polytechnic
Jammu, and Government Polytechnic Samba attended

the program.

The key resource persons of the event were Jaya
Bhasin, Dean at Central University Jammu; Shahid Mush-
taq, Assistant Professor at Central University Jammu;
Shalesh Sharma, AGM at NABARD; and Mohit Hans from
J&K Bank, who offered valuable insights into different
facets of the YUVA Mission. The key speakers elucidated
the various components of Mission YUVA — Eco-System
Creation, Institutional Business support Mechanism,
Enterprise Development, Creating Business Plans, DPR
and Credit Enabling for easy access to entrepreneurs.

The program was organized under the supervision
of Arun Bangotra, Principal Government Polytechnic
Jammu, and coordinated by Ajay Thapa, Lecturer-I
(Mechanical Engineering Department), and Mrs. Deepika
Sharma, Lecturer (Computer Science) and Mohd Fiyaz,
Under Secretary, Labour and Employment Department.

Devotees immerse Saakh on the-Maha Navmi at Tawi

River in Jammu on Friday.

NC-Congress will give strong and
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people-friendly govt in J&K: Goyal

Top News Report

JAMMU. Oct 11: Con-
gratulating National Con-
ference and Congress for
their landslide victory in
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly elections,
social worker Raj Kumar
Goyal has said that it is
hoped that both the par-
ties will give a strong
and people-friendly gov-
ernment to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that this time
there was a storm of
National Conference in
the assembly elections.
The party captured 42
seats due to its pro-peo-
ple policies. After this,
independent candidates
also supported the party.

Since the alliance
between National Con-
ference and Congress is
going on even before the
elections, it is expected
that the government of
both the parties will be
formed soon and the
aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
will be kept in mind.

He said that the people

of Jammu and Kashmir
are currently troubled due
to inflation, unemploy-
ment, paper leaks, high
electricity bills, smart
meters, property tax and
attitude of officials of gov-
ernment departments.

People are hoping that
after coming to power,
the National Conference
will take effective steps to
eliminate all these prob-
lems. In the past also the
National Conference gov-
ernment has been work-
ing for the people, now
again the people have a
lot of expectations from
them.

He hoped that every
promise made to the
people before the elec-
tions will be fulfilled.

Ratan Tata’s legacy as philanthropist is much
larger than as industrialist; Karar Hashmi

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: The
prominent Socio-Polit-
ical activist Agha Syed
Karar Hashmi expressed
his condolences on the
death of Ratan Tata,”an
extraordinary personal-
ity, a visionary industri-
alist and the great phi-
lanthropist of modern
India.”

In his press statement,

he said that Ratan Tata’s
legacy as a philanthro-
pist is much larger than
an industrialist as his
contribution to philan-
thropy and charity is
invaluable, fulfilled mil-
lions of dreams of his
compatriots and always
helped his country, espe-
cially during COVID-19.

He observed that
people would never
forget Ratan Tata as he

was a legend and would
continue to live on as
a legend. His ambition
was always to use his
earnings for the larger
interest of humanity.

He said that his death
has left a lasting mark
across the country had
especially on both busi-
ness and philanthropy.
My condolences to his
family, friends and the
Tata community.

SMVDU faculty delivers Expert Lecture at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 11: Dr.
Pabitra Kumar Jena,
Assistant Professor at
the School of Econom-
ics, Faculty of Manage-
ment, Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi University, Katra,
shared his expertise
as a resource person
during an Indian Coun-
cil of Social Sciences
Research (ICSSR)-spon-
sored “Two-Week Capac-
ity Building Programme
(CBP) for Assistant Pro-
fessors” during 30 Sep-
tember to 11th Oct, 2024.

This course is hosted
by the UGC-Malaviya
Mission Teacher Train-
ing Centre at the Centre
for Informal Sector and
Labour Studies (CISLS),
School of Social Scienc-

es, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (JNU), New Delhi.
This programme provided
a platform for Dr. Pabitra
Kumar Jena to deliver two
inclusive lectures on the
selection of appropriate
statistical tests for data
analysis and the interpre-
tation and understanding
of logit and probit models.
Dr. Jena explored vari-

ous Parametric and Non-
Parametric tests for data
analysis during his ses-
sions.

He also demonstrated
how Logit and Probit
models can measure
qualitative variables
as dependent vari-
able in multidisciplinary
research. Delegates
across India from various
universities have partici-
pated in the Two-Week
Capacity Building Pro-
gramme. Prof. (Dr.) Pra-
gati Kumar, Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor of SMVDU,
Professor Ashutosh
Vashishtha, Dean, Fac-
ulty of Management, Dr.
Roop Lal Sharma, Head,
School of Economics,
congratulated Dr. Pabitra
Kumar Jena and wished
him a bright future.

Dussehra celebration held at
Shiksha leetan School

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: Cel-
ebrating festivals is an
integral part of learning at
Shiksha Niketan. Being a
diverse country, through
such celebrations, stu-
dents not only learn the
significance behind this
festival, but they also
learn to embrace other
traditions and culture
just like they do with their
own.

Keeping upto this tra-
dition, the festival of
Dussehra was celebrated
by Primary Students on
Friday.

Dussehra is a major
Indian festival, it also
marks the end of
Navratri. Dussehra sig-

nifies the victory of Lord
Rama over the demon
Ravan, hence it symbol-
ises the activities related
to Dussehra and teacher
also shared some valu-
able information about
the festival.

The School’s Princi-
pal Rameshwar Mengi
extended his warm
wishes to the students
and teachers emphasiz-
ing the importance of
learning from the festi-
val’s values.

DPS Junior Kathua presents enthralling
‘Ramleela’ by Class 1 students

Top News Report

KATHUA, Oct 11: Delhi
Public School (DPS)
Junior, Kathua, on Friday
hosted a captivating
Ramleela performance,
showcasing the immense
talent and enthusiasm of
the young students from
Class 1.

This remarkable event
brought to life pivot-
al moments from the
revered epic Ramayana,
illustrating the triumph of
good over evil. Under the
meticulous guidance of
their dedicated teachers,
Shalu, Bhavna, Him Lata,
and Shweta, the students
delivered a memorable
performance that left the
audience awestruck.

The young actors
embraced their roles with
remarkable zeal, portray-
ing key figures from the
Ramayana, including Lord
Ram, Sita, Lakshman,
Hanuman, and Ravana.

Through their enthusi-
astic performances, they
recreated iconic scenes
such as Lord Ram’s exile
and his eventual vic-
tory over the demon king
Ravana.

Despite their tender
age, the students suc-
cessfully captured the
essence of these time-
less stories, engaging the
audience with a blend of
creativity and discipline.

The portrayal of these
characters reflected not

just theatrical skill but also
a deep understanding of
the values embodied by
the epic, such as truth,
justice, devotion, and the
importance of righteous-
ness. The performance of
the young students reso-
nated deeply with these
moral lessons, making
the event both entertain-
ing and spiritually enrich-
ing.

Behind this success-
ful performance was the
unwavering dedication
of the teachers, who
meticulously planned
and rehearsed for weeks
to ensure each student
could shine. Their careful
direction was evident in
every aspect of the pro-
duction, from the delivery
of lines to the vibrant cos-
tumes and well-coordinat-
ed choreography. Each
student was given the
opportunity to contribute
meaningfully to the per-
formance, ensuring that
the entire cast worked
together seamlessly to
create a powerful and
cohesive production.

Monika Singh, the
School Incharge, praised
the efforts of the stu-
dents and their teach-
ers, emphasizing the
significance of such cul-
tural performances in the
holistic development of
young minds. “The story
of Ramayana carries pro-
found lessons in morality
and ethics, and it is heart-

ening to see our young
students internalize
and reflect these values
through their performanc-
es. Their dedication is a
testament to the guidance
and encouragement pro-
vided by their teachers,”
she remarked.

The school’s manage-
ment and Principal also
expressed their apprecia-
tion, commending the stu-
dents for their talent and
perseverance. “We are
incredibly proud of how
our young students have
taken on the challenge
of presenting this epic
tale with such grace and
enthusiasm. Their perfor-
mance not only highlights
their creativity but also
reinforces the importance
of staying connected to
our cultural roots. This
Ramleela performance is
a reflection of teamwork,
creativity, and the values
we strive to instill in our
students,” they said.

The event concluded
with a rousing round of
applause and apprecia-
tion from the audience,
including parents and
teachers, who were
moved by the chil-
dren’s ability to bring the
ancient epic to life. The
performance not only
entertained but also left
an indelible mark on all
attendees, underscoring
the importance of cultural
education in the formative
years of young students.

Three-day training program for Central Public Information Officers concludes

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Oct 11:
three-day training program for
Central Public Information Offi-
cers (CPIOs) concluded today
with a valedictory ceremony at the
Sher-i-Kashmir Police Academy
(SKPA), Udhampur. The program,
which focused on enhancing
transparency and accountability
in governance, was organized at

The

SKPA Udhampur

A total of 22 officers including
SSPs, Sr. Prosecuting Officers,
& DySPs from the Jammu and
Kashmir Police participated in this
insightful training, which aimed to
equip CPIOs with the knowledge
and skills necessary for the effec-
tive implementation of the Right to
Information (RTI) Act, 2005. The
program addressed key challeng-
es and highlighted best practices

for handling RTI applications and

disclosures.

In his valediction address, Shri
Rajinder Kumar Gupta commend-
ed the participants for their dedi-
cation to promoting transparency
and empowering citizens through
the RTI framework. He empha-
sized the critical role of CPIOs in
ensuring access to information
and fostering public trust in gov-
ernment institutions.

Key highlights of the training pro-
gram included In-depth sessions
on the provisions of the RTI Act,
including recent amendments;
Workshops on drafting clear and
effective responses to RTI queries
while adhering to statutory dead-
lines; Case studies on managing
complex or sensitive information
requests; Discussions on legal
challenges and the evolving land-
scape of information rights

In his concluding remarks,
Rajinder Kumar Gupta praised
the proactive engagement of
the participants and encour-
aged them to continue their
efforts to promote openness and
accountability in governance.
He expressed the commitment
to fostering a transparent and
accountable governance system
through continuous capacity-
building initiatives.
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drd T20I: India eye series sweep, runs from openers
against Bangladesh

Despite its inconsequential nature, India will be eagerly pursuing the twin

goals of a series sweep and monitoring the progress of impressive second-line

HYDERABAD, Oct 11 (Agen-
cies): Despite its inconsequen-
tial nature, India will be eagerly
pursuing the twin goals of a
series sweep and monitoring
the progress of impressive
second-line players during
the third and final T20l against
Bangladesh in Hyderabad on
Saturday. India have already
bagged the series 2-0 after
wins at Gwalior and New
Delhi. This Indian bunch under
Gautam Gambhir has shown
an insatiable hunger for victory,
and doubters can glance back
at its result-oriented approach
during the rain-marred Kanpur
Test against the same opposi-
tion a few days ago.

Hence, they are unlikely to
show any laxity here too as a
3-0 sweep will sit nicely along
with the 2-0 margin in the pre-
ceding Test series.

Beyond the obvious, India will
also look to add new pieces to
their white ball jigsaw puzzle
ahead of some important
assignments such as the Cham-
pions Trophy.

So, in a season teeming with
showpiece events globally as
well as bilaterally, it's critical
for the team to have multiple
backup options.

In that context, it's clear that
Gambhir and his colleagues in
the backroom have set in motion
the process of finding able sup-
port cast to frontline players
keeping in mind the long-term

PAK vs ENG: Pakistan’s home humiliation

Cameron Green likely to miss

goals such as the ICC event
next year.

Be it pacer Mayank Yadav or
spinner Varun Chakravarthy,
Gambhir wants to take a closer
look at them and assess their
readiness for the sterner assays
ahead.

They haven’t been disappoint-
ing either in this series.

Mayank, who missed a lot of
action since IPL 2024 due to an
injury, bowled at over 150 clicks
while Chakravarthy returned
with a three-wicket haul in his
first outing in blue in three years
at Gwalior.

The team management will
also keep a close eye on the
journey of Nitish Kumar Reddy,
highly impressive in the Delhi
T20 while smashing a 34-ball
74 and returning with a couple
of wickets.

Opening woes

Among these slivers of posi-

tives, the outings of Sanju
Samson and Abhishek Sharma
stick out like a sore thumb.

Samson has given a chance
to open the innings in this series
and it's a godsend in T20s,
giving the batter a chance to
exploit the six power play overs.

But the Kerala man has two
modest outings to show so far
—a 19-ball 29, a missed chance
to make a fifty in a small chase
of 128, and a 7-ball 10.

Samson will have to come up
with something special here not
to slip away from the eyesight of
management, unless they want
to give a go to Jitesh Sharma,
the second wicketkeeper batter
in the squad.

Similarly, the backroom staff
would want a substantial outing
from Abhishek who too has pro-
duced lukewarm 15 and 16 in
the last two matches.

The failure of openers has put

Border-Gavaskar Trophy due to
back surgery: Report

SYDNEY, Oct 11
(Agencies): Australia’s

ladesh

a bit of strain on the middle-
order, as the hosts were 41 for
three inside the power play seg-
ment before the middle-order
bailed them out in the second
T20I.

Apart from that, the team think-
tank will decide whether to hand
a match to some other worthy
names on the bench like leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi and all-
rounder Harshit Rana.

As for Bangladesh, the visitors
will strive to taste that elusive
victory on this tour.

For that, they will need a con-
sistent effort, particularly from
seniors like captain Najmul
Hossain Shanto, Litton Das
and Mustafizur Rahman who all
have been disappointing till now.

India: Suryakumar Yadav
(C), Abhishek Sharma, Sanju
Samson (wk), Rinku Singh,
Hardik Pandya, Riyan Parag,
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Washing-
ton Sundar, Ravi Bishnoi, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jltesh Sharma
(wk), Arshdeep Singh, Harshit
Rana, Mayank Yadav, Tilak
Varma.

Bangladesh: Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto (Captain), Tanzid
Hasan Tamim, Parvez Hossain
Emon, Tawhid Hridoy, Mahmud
Ullah, Litton Kumer Das, Jaker
Ali Anik, Mehidy Hassan Miraz,
Shak Mahedi Hasan, Rishad
Hossain, Mustafizur Rahman,
Taskin Ahmed, Shoriful Islam,
Tanzim Hasan Sakib, Rakibul
Hasan.

India could miss skipper Rohit
Sharma for one Test in Australia

NEW DELHI, Oct 11
(Agencies): India could
miss the services of
skipper Rohit Sharma
during one of the first
two Test matches in
Australia due to per-
sonal reasons which
have communicated to
the BCCI.

The Indian team will
embark on tough five-
Test series in Australia
starting November 22
in Perth and there is
a possibility that Rohit
could give either the
first or the second game
in Adelaide (December
6-10) a miss.

“There isn’t any com-
plete clarity about the
situation. It is under-
stood that Rohit has
intimated to the BCCI
that there is a possibil-
ity that due to a press-
ing personal matter,
he might have to skip
one of the two Tests
at the beginning of the
series,” a BCCI source
told agency on condi-
tions of anonymity.

“In case, the personal
issue is sorted before
the start of the series, he
might play all five Tests.
We will get to know
more in coming days,”
he said.

The 37-year-old Rohit
played both the home
Tests against Bangla-
desh. India will next
host New Zealand for a
three-Test rubber start-
ing October 16.

In case Rohit misses a
Test match in Australia,
the in-form Abhimanyu
Easwaran is likely to
be his cover although
Shubman Gill and KL
Rahul are also players
with enough experience
in the opening slot.

Easwaran will also
be in Australia with the
India Ateam which he is
supposed to lead.

However, there is
no word who the vice-
captain of the Test team
will be as there was no
official deputy for Rohit
during the recent home
series against Bangla-

desh.

“I think we need to
understand that we have
got a lot of IPL captains
in this team. When you
talk about the likes of
Shubman Gill, Rishabh
Pant, hopefully a Yas-
hasvi (Jaiswal) going
forward.

“There are a lot of play-
ers who have led their
franchises,” Abhishek
Nayar told the media on
the eve of the second
Test against Bangla-
desh in Kanpur.

There are three can-
didates for the role --
Rohit’s white ball deputy
Gill, pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah, who
has led India in a Test
in England, and keeper-
batter Rishabh Pant.

“I wouldn’t look at
them as youngsters
anymore. Yes, they are
youngsters in terms of
age and the amount
of cricket they have
played. But, | think over-
all, mentally and in their
development as a crick-
eter, | think they have
the leadership qualities
that are required. You
don’t need to have a
vice-captain that should
be designated,” Nayar
had stated when asked
about the red-ball vice-
captaincy.

“| think overall, the
thought process of these
youngsters is of a senior
player. It's of someone
who has played a lot of
cricket.”

continues as England win in Multan

Pakistan home humiliation continued in Multan as England thrashed them by an innings

and 47 runs to win the first Test and take a lead in the series on October 11, Tuesday.

fast-bowling all-rounder
Cameron Green could
miss the all-important
Border-Gavaskar
Trophy against India,
starting from Novem-
ber 22 in Perth, due to
a back surgery. Green
was diagnosed with a
stress fracture in his
lower back which cut
short his participation
in Australia’s ODI series
against England. A
report in cricket.com.au
says the allrounder met
with Australian team
officials late on Thurs-
day night to discuss his
options and has been
presented with a choice
of surgery or rehab after
several days of consul-
tations and analysis.
“Green is expected to
decide within the coming
days whether to go in
for a similar medical
procedure on his spine
to the one that speed-
sters James Pattinson,
Jason Behrendorff and
Ben Dwarshuis have all
previously undergone.
“The operation, per-
formed by pioneering
Christchurch surgeons
Grahame Inglis and
Rowan Schouten and
which involves screws

NEW DELHI, Oct
11 (Agencies): India
captain Rohit Sharma
paid a visit to Sarfaraz
Khan’s brother Mush-
eer, who recently met a
car accident which ruled
him out of the ongo-
ing domestic season.
Notably, Musheer was
travelling to Lucknow
for the Irani Cup game
with his father Naushad
Khan from his home-
town Azamgarh. During
their journey, their car

and titanium wire to
bind vertebrae together,
would rule Green out for
months,” said the report.

Green, who debuted
in Test cricket in 2020,
was the player of the
match in the first Test
against New Zealand
at Wellington in March
after scoring a career-
best knock of 174 not
out. In 28 Tests, Green
has a batting average of
48.57, apart from pick-
ing 35 wickets.

If Green decides to go
for the surgery, consid-
ering he has a previous
history of back stress
fractures as a teenager,
Australia would need a
new number six batter
and rejig their batting
order for the highly-
anticipated series
against India, as well

hit a divider and over-
turned on the Pur-
vanchal Expressway
injuring both of them.
While Musheer’s father
suffered minor injuries,
the Mumbai batter frac-
tured his neck which has
ruled him out of action for
at least three months. To
check up on the young
star, India captain Rohit
Sharma paid a visit to
him and even posed for
a photograph with Mush-
eer and his father which

as for the tour for Sri
Lanka.

In his absence, Mitch-
ell Marsh may have
to shoulder bowling
workload, while Steve
Smith could be back to
batting at number four.
Marcus Harris, Cam-
eron Bancroft, Matthew
Renshaw, Nic Maddin-
son or teenaged batting
prodigy Sam Konstas
also come into the mix
for opening the batting
alongside Usman Kha-
waja.

Australia have another
three Sheffield Shield
matches and two ‘A’
team games against
India ‘A’ at Brisbane
and Mackay before the
first Border-Gavaskar
Trophy Test begins on
November 22 at Perth
Stadium.

was shared by Sarfaraz
on his Instagram handle.
Musheer also shared a
photograph with Rohit
on his Instagram handle.

Meanwhile, in Mush-
eer’s absence, Sarfaraz
notched up a magnifi-
cent double hundred
for Mumbai in Irani Cup
scoring unbeaten 222
(286). Following his
innings, he revealed
that he had promised
his family that he would
score a century for his

MULTAN, Oct 11 (Agencies):
England and Bazball com-
pounded the misery at home
on Pakistan as they won the
Multan Test by an innings and
47 runs. Looking to overhaul
England’s lead, the hosts could
only muster up 220 for 9 in the
second innings, with Abrar
Ahmed not able to bat on Day 5.

The Pakistan spinner was
hospitalised after high fever on
Day 4, which meant that the
visitors needed just 3 wickets
to win the match. Pakistan were
on 152 for 6 at the close of day
four, with Aamer Jamal and
Agha Salman at the crease. The
duo had an improbable task in
front of them on Friday as they
were looking for a way to save
the blushes of the hosts and
avoid an innings defeat. The
start was a bit shaky as Jamal
almost gave away his wicket to
Atkinson as the ball almost fell
into the hands of Carse.

After this, Salman and Jamal
would take the attack to the
England bowlers and piled on
39 runs and navigated through
the first hour of play up until
drinks. However, just after the
break, Jack Leach would strike
as Salman missed a straight
one from the England spinner
and it struck him in front of the
stumps.

Jamal went on the aggressive
mode and scored a brilliant fifty

and he was given a lifeline by
Ollie Pope as he dropped him.
But Leach continued his fine
form in the morning and pulled
off a blinder to dismiss Shaheen
Afridi. Leach would then get rid
of Naseem Shah to secure the
win and help the visitors take the
lead in the series.

Pakistan continue to remain
out of sorts at home

During the telecast of the
match, the broadcasters pulled
up a graphic that showed the
sorry state of Pakistan cricket at
the moment. Since 2022, Paki-
stan are only the team to not
have won a Test match at home,
losing 7 out of the 11 matches.

After the humiliating Bangla-
desh series loss, the England
one was where Pakistan play-

brother too.

ers had to really step up and
show that they can turn things
around. There were surely signs
of this in the first innings when
they piled on 556 runs, with cen-
turies from Abdullah Shafique,
captain Shan Masood and Agha
Salman.

However, the constant flop
shows from main stars Babar
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan
continued with the bat and the
Pakistan bowlers seemed to be
completely devoid of any ideas
or motivation. Root and Brook
would pummel them into sub-
mission on Day 3 and 4 and the
hosts were completely clueless
on how to respond.

Apart from Saud Shakeel, who
bowled just 2 overs and con-
ceded 14, every other Pakistan

(22 years and 80 days),
and Yashasvi Jaiswal

o ma il

bowler went above 100.

While the coaching system
may have changed, there
seems to be no new mantra that
is being brought in by Jason Gil-
lespie and Co. It is back to the
drawing board once again, but it
seems like this result will bring
in more scrutiny.

Harry Brook leads the Bazball
rampage yet again in Pakistan

When Bazball came to Paki-
stan in 2022, they caught the
imagination of the fans. During
ther 3-0 clean sweep, the one
name that stood out was Harry
Brook, who just seemed to love
the tracks in Pakistan. The
25-year-old had scored 468
runs in 5 innings at a stagger-
ing average of 93.6.

The England batter has now
scored more than half of that
tally with his 317 in Multan and
seems set to break all sorts of
records. Nasser Hussain called
him a mix of Kevin Pietersen
and Joe Root and the 25-year-
old lived up to the billing.

Brook is seen as the heir
apparent to Joe Root for Eng-
land and he seems to be the pio-
neer when it comes to the Baz-
ball mantra. Unless an almighty
drop in form happens, expect
Brook to continue his rampage
in Pakistan, which is something
the hosts wouldn’t want with the
second Test starting on October
15.

The big fist innings
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Sarfaraz registered
the highest score by a
Mumbai batter in Irani
Cup on Day 2 surpass-
ing the previous record
of 195 runs set by Ram-
nath Parkarin 1972. The
26-year-old also became
the fourth-youngest
player to score a double
century in the tourna-
ment after Gundappa
Viswanath (25 years and
255 days), Pravin Amre

(21 years and 63 days).

With his knock, he
also joined illustrious
group of players, includ-
ing Sachin Tendulkar,
Rahul Dravid, Shikhar
Dhawan, and Yashasvi
Jaiswal, who each have
two centuries in the Irani
Cup. Courtesy of his
innings, Mumbai posted
a massive score of 537
in the first innings.

score paid a decisive
role for Mumbai in the
match as they took a
121-run lead in the first
innings. Mumbai even
went on to win the Irani
cup by the virtue of the
first innings lead as
they won the tourna-
ment after a long gap
of 27 years. Sarfaraz
was adjudged Player of
the Match for his stellar
double hundred.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: In a
significant advancement
in medical procedures,
the Department of Radio-
diagnosis and Imaging at
All India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS),
Vijaypur, Jammu, has
successfully conducted its
First Image-Guided Non
Vascular Intervention.

This groundbreaking
procedure marks a mile-
stone in the hospital’s
commitment to enhancing
diagnostic accuracy and
patient care.

This is just the beginning
of quality patient care,
and under the noble lead-
ership and support of Prof
(Dr) Shakti Kumar Gupta,
Executive Director and
CEO of AIIMS, Jammu,
many advancements are
at their germination stage,
which in the near future
will evolve as a revolution
of the high level of quality
care at AlIMS, Vijaypur,
Jammu.

The procedure was car-
ried out on a 44-year-old
patient in the Depart-
ment of Radiodiagnosis

& Imaging.

The patient presented
with Left buccal and Sub-
mandibular swelling who
was referred from the
department of OMFS.
Patient underwent USG
guided core needle
Biopsy of suspicious Left
Level Ib cervical lymph
node in the Non-Vascular
Intervention Radiology lab
extracting tissue samples
with minimal discomfort to
the patient.

The ultrasound-guided
lymph node biopsy was
performed by a skilled
team of Radiologists

led by Dr. Ankit Prab-
hakar, Assistant Profes-
sor Radiodiagnosis with
faculty members includ-
ing Dr Gita Devi & Dr
Khanak Nandolia, Senior
Residents including Dr
Avinash, Dr Priyanka, Dr
Ajay and Nursing Officer
Ms Deepika.

This minimally invasive
technique allows for real-
time imaging of target
sites, enabling precise
targeting for biopsy. It is
particularly beneficial in
diagnosing various condi-
tions, including infections,
autoimmune diseases,

and cancers.

Glad to inform that Non
Vascular Intervention
Radiology Services are
now available at AIIMS
Jammu.

Ultrasound guidance
significantly reduces the
risk of complications and
enhances the accuracy
of the biopsy, which is
crucial for determining
the appropriate treatment
plan.

Patients undergoing
these minimally invasive
procedures can expect
a quicker recovery time
compared to traditional

biopsy methods, which
often require more inva-
sive approaches. The
real-time imaging provid-
ed by ultrasound allows
for immediate assess-
ment and reduces the
need for repeat proce-
dures.

This pioneering achieve-
ment not only positions
AlIMS Jammu as a leader
in advanced medical prac-
tices but also underscores
its dedication to providing
high-quality healthcare to
the region.

The department plans
to expand its use of Ultra-
sound, Fluoroscopic and
CT guided procedures
in Intervention Radiology
like Biopsy, FNAC, Pig-
tail drainages/aspirations,
Clip/markers placement,
PCN, PTBD etc, further
improving diagnostic &
therapeutic capabilities
and improving patient
outcomes.

As healthcare continues
to evolve, AIIMS Jammu
remains at the forefront,
ensuring that patients
receive the best possible
care through innovative
and effective techniques.

Navratra Prabhat Pheri concludes
with grand celebration in Katra

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 11: The
two-day-long Navratra
Festival Prabhat Pheri in
the holy town of Katra-
Vaishnodevi culminated
in a grand and spiritual
conclusion today, amidst
the chanting of bhajans
and the rhythmic beats of
drums at bus stand katra.

This vibrant procession
was jointly organized by
the Department of Tour-
ism, Jammu & Kashmir
Government, and Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board, in association with
the J&K Association of
Prabhat Pheri, along with

BMO Sankoo celebrates World |

Mental Health Day

"GOVT. HR. SEC. SCHOO'
BARSO0

Top News Report

KARGIL, Oct 11: In rec-
ognition of World Mental
Health Day, celebrated
globally on October 10th
each year to raise aware-
ness about mental health
issues, the Block Medi-
cal Officer of Commu-
nity Health Centre (CHC)
Sankoo, Kargil, in collabo-
ration with the Headmas-
ter of Government Girls’
High School GMpore,
organized a series of
impactful events under
the World Mental Health
Program.

This year’'s theme was
“It is time to prioritize
Mental Health in the
Workplace,” focusing on
the importance of mental
well-being in professional
environments.

Dr. Shabir Hussain,
Medical Officer at MCCC
GMpore, served as a key
resource person.

He emphasized the sig-
nificance of World Mental
Health Day, providing a
comprehensive overview
of various mental health
issues and their associ-

ated signs and symptoms.

Dr. Shabir Hussain
Medical Officer delivered
an insightful presentation
aimed at raising aware-
ness and understanding
of mental health concerns.

Those present at the
event included Dr. Shabir
Hussain, Nour Jahn (CHO
GM Pore) Headmaster,
other officials, and the girl
students of GMpore.

Meanwhile Block Medi-
cal Officer Community
Health Centre Sankoo,
in Collaboration with the
Principal of Government
Higher Secondary School
Barsoo, Celebrated World
Mental Health Day.

The program aimed to
educate and sensitize
students about the dan-
gers of substance abuse,
shedding light on its nega-
tive impacts on individu-
als and society, and pro-
moting healthier lifestyle
choices.

The event featured
Dr. Murtaza Ali, Medical
Officer at NTPHC Taiket
Barsoo, Abass Ali (Health
Educator), Zakiya Banoo
(Community Health Offi-

J&K UT Taekwondo
C’ship 2024 from Oct 14

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 11: The Taekwondo Association of Jammu
& Kashmir (TAJK), a member of India Taekwondo and
the J&K Olympic Association, announced the J&K UT
Taekwondo Championship 2024.

This event is set to take place on the 14th and 15th
of October 2024 at the JKSC Hall in Bhagwati Nagar,
Jammu. Running from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM on both days,
the championship will bring together talented athletes
from across the Union Territory to showcase their dedica-
tion and skill in the sport of Taekwondo.

On the 14th of October, the day will begin with the
official weighing of athletes, followed by the Sub-Junior
Matches. The following day, October 15th, will feature
the Junior and Senior Matches, culminating in a Closing
Ceremony that will honor the efforts and performances
of the participants. The event promises to be an exciting
platform for students and athletes to demonstrate their
abilities in this dynamic martial art.

For those interested in participating, the organizing
committee encouraged early registration. Athletes can
reach out to Qimti Lal Jain, General Secretary TAJK
(9622173274), Tarsem Sharma, Working President
(7006349343), or Ravi, Treasurer (9149826972) for fur-
ther details regarding registration and participation.

cer), the Principal-in-
charge, lecturers, and
students.

Dr. Murtaza Ali in his
presidential address to
the participants on under-
standing of common
mental health disorders,
their symptoms, causes,
and treatment options.

While Zakiya Banoo
delivered a session on
self-care, wellness, and
the importance of seeking
professional help.

Abass Ali, Health Edu-
cator at CHC Sankoo,
presented a detailed ses-
sion on emotional well-
being.

Additionally, the Prin-
cipal-in-charge of GHSS
Barsoo highlighted the
causes of mental health
problems.

Earlier, Mohammad
Ibrahim, a Sociology Lec-
turer at GHSS Barsoo,
delivered the welcome
speech and briefed
attendees on the objec-
tives of the program.

Mukhtar Hussain, anoth-
er lecturer, expressed
gratitude and presented
the vote of thanks to the
dignitaries present.

Delegation of Assistant Professors/ Ass1stant
Reglstrar calls on LG Mishra

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 11: A delega-
tion of Assistant Profes-
sors comprising Assistant
Professor, Dr. Stanzin
Shakya; Assistant Profes-
sor, Dr. Jigmat Deachen
and Assistant Regis-
trar Nawang Tundup,
who were deputed to
the Union Territory of
Ladakh in 2021, called on
the Lieutenant Governor
Brigadier, (Dr) BD Mishra
(Retd) at the Lieutenant
Governor’s Secretariat.

Advisor to the LG, Dr.
Pawan Kotwal, Commis-
sioner/Secretary to the
LG, Dr L Franklin, Sec-
retary, GAD, Michael D
Souza, Additional Sec-

retary, Higher Education
Kacho Imteaz, Deputy
Secretary, GAD, Sand-
eep Singh, Under Sec-
retary, Higher Education,
Rigzin Yangdol, were
present in the meeting.
The Assistant Profes-
sors and Assistant Regis-
trar, who opted to serve at
the University of Ladakh
due to their expertise
and background, initially
came to Ladakh on a two-
year deputation. Howev-
er, four years later, the
apportionment process
remains unresolved. This
uncertainty has created
significant challenges
for the faculty members
and their families, they
alleged. During the meet-

ing, the delegates high-
lighted the importance of
finalising the apportion-
ment.

In response, the LG
instructed the delega-
tion to submit their rel-
evant papers and docu-
ments to the Secretary
of Higher Education,
Jammu and Kashmir.
He further advised them
to meet with the Chief
Secretary of Jammu and
Kashmir to resolve the
matter concerning the
J&K Government. The
LG assured the delega-
tion that he would take up
the matter of expediting
their apportionment pro-
cess and other issues of
the case are complete.

support from various local
organizations.

The finale day was
marked by a colour-
ful procession, which
was flagged off by the
Chief Guest, Baldev Raj
Sharma, newly elected
MLA of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Constituency, along
with Guests of Honour
Alka Misra, Assistant
Director of Tourism Deptt.
and Sardari Lal Dubey,
social activist in presence
of special guests includ-
ing Shiv Kumar Sharma
former Joint Secretary of
the J&K Sports Council
and R.S. Manhas retired
headmaster were also
present to grace the occa-
sion.

The event commenced
with the traditional cutting
of the red ribbon and the
ceremonial breaking of a
green coconut, symboliz-
ing auspicious beginnings.

Participants from all
walks of life, including art-
ists from art and culture
academy J&K UT joined
the procession, accom-
panied by pilgrims from
Delhi and other states.
The lively crowd chanted
“Jaikaras” of Maa Vaish-
nodevi and danced to the
beats of drums as the
Prabhat Pheri made its
way through the streets of
Katra. A notable highlight
of the day was the “Jhanki
of Maa Sidhidatri” beauti-
fully portrayed by Nikita
and children of Amba
Kids Panthal, adding to
the spiritual fervour.

In his address, Chief
Guest Baldev Raj Sharma
expressed his heartfelt
wishes, asking for the
blessings of Maa Vaish-
nodevi for all on the aus-
picious occasion of ram-
navami. He praised the
J&K Association of Prab-
hat Pheri for their dedica-
tion and efforts in orga-
nizing such a vibrant and
spiritually uplifting event.
Ms Alka Misra empha-

sized that the prabhat
pheri during Navratras
is a profound expres-
sion of devotion towards
Maa Vaishnodevi, and
participating in it at Katra
is believed to bring her
divine blessings.

The Sr. Citizen Forum,
led by Rattan Chand,
participated in large num-
bers, adding to the festive
spirit. Enthusiastic associ-
ation members, adorned
in colorful Pagaris (tradi-
tional headgear), danced
with full energy through-
out the procession route,
symbolizing the joy and
devotion of the final day of
the Navratra celebrations.

A felicitation ceremony
followed where dignitar-
ies and various organiza-
tions were honored for
their contributions to the
success of the event. The
chief guest and guests of
honour were presented
with pagari, chunari, and
mementos as tokens of
appreciation by the asso-
ciation members. The dig-
nitaries later performed a
Kanya Poojan ceremony,
which was followed by
the distribution of halwa
(a traditional sweet) to the
pilgrims and participants.

Raj Kumar Padha, pres-
ident of the J&K Asso-
ciation of Prabhat Pheri,
expressed his gratitude to
all those who contributed
to the grand success of
the event. He particularly
thanked the J&K Tour-
ism Department, district
administration, health
and police departments,
fire and emergency ser-
vices, CRPF 6th Battal-
ion, municipal committee,
school students, and the
people of Katra for their
unwavering support.

The event concluded
on a high note, with the
spirit of devotion and unity
shining through, marking
a fitting end to this year’s
Navratra Festival Prabhat
Pheri.
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