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LG Sinha
grieves over
sad demise
of Syed
Mushtaq
Bukhari

SRINAGAR, Oct 2
(Agencies): The Lieu-
tenant Governor J&K
Manoj Sinha Wednes-
day expressed grief
over the sad demise
of a prominent Pahari
leader Syed Mushtaq
Bukhari.

He expressed his
deep condolences to
the bereaved family,
and said the deceased
will be remembered for
his commitment to the
welfare of people.

The Office of LG
J&K in a post on X
(formerly twitter) said:
“Deeply pained to learn
of the demise of Shri
Syed Mushtag Ahmed
Bukhari, a prominent
Pahadi leader. He will
be remembered for
his commitment to the
welfare of people and
upliftment of weaker
sections of society”.

“My condolences to
his family,” the post on
X said.

CJM Leh gets
Addl charge
of Principal
Magistrate

JJB Leh

JAMMU, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): The Department
of Law and Justice,
Union Territory of
Ladakh has assigned
additional charge of
the post of Principal
Magistrate Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB)
Leh to Chief Judicial
Magistrate (CJM) Leh,
in addition to his own
duties.

One person
killed, 2
seriously
wounded after
car runs over
pedestrians in
south
Kashmir’s
Verinag

SRINAGAR, Oct 2
(Agencies): One person
was killed while as two
others were injured
on Wednesday after a
vehicle hit them at the
main road in Bongund
area of Verinag in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag,
reports said.

Quoting officials, news
agency GNS reported
that a vehicle hit three
pedestrians at main
road in Bongund.

They said one person
died on the spot while
the other two were seri-
ously wounded and
have been shifted to
district hospital Anant-
nag.

The officials identified
the deceased as

mTurnto page 9

JRK Assembly polis: New history scripted; people have
understood futility of gun, power of vote: LG Sinha

SRINAGAR, Oct 2
(Agencies): Expressing
gratitude to the people of
J&K, especially Kashmir
for coming out in record
numbers to exercise the
franchise in the just con-
cluded Assembly polls
held after a decade,
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha Wednes-
day said people of Kash-
mir have understood the
power of vote and futility
of gun.

Speaking to a gather-
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ing at Raj Bhawan on
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, the birth anni-

versary of Mahatma
Gandhi (father of
nation), the LG, said

that historic voter turn-
out was witnessed in the
Assembly polls as they
were held peacefully
across the UT.

“The candidates of
political parties were
engaged in political ral-
lies and road shows till
midnight. Great enthu-
siasm was seen among
candidates as well as
voters,” the LG said.

He said that 1.40 Crore
people showed their
mTurnto page 9

Sonam Wangchuk detained again after
release, indefinite fast continues

NEW DELHI, Oct 2
(Agencies): Climate
activist Sonam Wang-
chuk and 150 other
protestors from Ladakh
who are under detention
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on Wednesday contin-
ued their indefinite fast,
saying they find their
rights “trampled upon”
on Gandhi Jayanti, a day
that symbolizes peace

and democracy.

Wangchuk was leading
‘Delhi Chalo Padyatra’,
which began from Leh a
month ago. They were
detained on Monday
night.

In a statement issued
on Wednesday morning,
Jigmat Paljor, Coordina-
tor Apex Body, said their
detention, which is con-
tinuing for over 24 hours,
is illegal.

“We, the ‘padyatris’,
find ourselves in an
alarming situation. We
have been detained

2 pilots among 3 killed as helicopter
crashes, bursts into flames in Pune

PUNE, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): Two pilots and
an engineer were
killed after a helicopter
crashed and caught fire
in Maharashtra’s Pune
district on Wednesday
morning, police said.

The helicopter belong-
ing to the Delhi-based
Heritage Aviation, a pri-
vate firm, took off from
the Oxford County Golf
Course helipad here and
was heading to Juhu in
Mumbai when it crashed
at 7.40 am, they said.
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The incident took place
near a hilly terrain in
Bavdhan area, which is
close to the gold course,
according to police
“Three persons have

died in the helicopter
crash. Our teams along
with fire department
vehicles have reached
the spot,” Pimpri

=Turn to page 9

BJP’s Surankote candidate Bukhari
dies of heart attack in Poonch

JAMMU, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): Former minister
and BJP candidate from
Surankote, Mushtaq
Ahmad Shah Bukhari,
died on Wednesday
after collapsing at his
residence in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict, party leaders said.

He was 75 and is sur-

vived by his wife, two

daughters and a son.
Bukhari was unwell for
some time and suffered
a heart attack at 7 am,
leading to his death, a
BJP leader said.
Bukhari, a two-time
former MLA from
Surankote, joined the
BJP in February this

mTurn to page 9

Four days after going missing, 22-year-old’s

body found in Srinagar stream

SRINAGAR, Oct 2
b(Agencies): A body
of a 22-year-old youth
who went missing on
September 28, was
recovered last night
from a stream at Pahloo
Brane in Nishat area of
Srinagar, reports said
Wednesday.

Quoting an official,

news agency NVI
reported that the youth
had been missing since
September 28, 2024,
while his family filed a
missing person report
at Nishat Police Station
on October 1, 2024.
The body was discov-
ered last night by locals
who then informed the

police.

The official said that the
body was later shifted to
a hospital in Srinagar for
legal formalities and fur-
ther investigation.

The deceased has
been identified as
Roman Nazir, a 22-year-
old resident of Danpora

=Turnto page 9

for over 24 hours. This
detention is illegal, as
the 24-hour period has
elapsed, and we must
be produced before a
magistrate,” Paljor said.
“Some groups have
been released after just
under 24 hours, only to
be returned to the police
station. Last night, the
police attempted to forc-
ibly relocate us to an
unknown location, but
we stood our ground in
resistance,” he added.
“Our phones have
mTurntopage 9

Gandhi Global Family J&K commemorating 155th birth anniversary of Father of
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi in a function at historic Dewan-e-Aam, Mubarak Mandi
Heritage Complex, Jammu on Wednesday.

(Pic by Aman Sharma)

Poll body revises voter turnout
to over 69% in Third Phase of
J&K Assembly Election

JAMMU, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): Over 69 per cent
voter turnout has been
recorded in the third
phase of assembly
election in Jammu and
Kashmir, the poll body
said on Wednesday.

In a statement, the
approximate voter turn-
out of 69.65% has been
recorded in 40 constitu-
encies in the third phase.

“The same shall con-
tinue to be updated by
the field level officers

)

as the remaining poll-
ing parties keep return-
ing and updated figures
will be available AC and
district wise live at Voter
T urnout App,” the state-

GepShelp

s HEETALRALHT

Monday - Sunday

-+ 10AM-10PM -

Other facilitles:

AL Aooims &t reatanable prices | Hi-speed imennat Taciloy
Frees pickup arnd drop serveos |

iln & b o o o i a

ment reads.
According to figures,
Bandipora recored

67.68 percent turnout,
Baramulla recorded
61.03 percent, Jammu
71.40 percent, Kathua
73.34 percent, Kupwara
66.79 percent, Samba
75.88 and Udhampur
recorded 76.09 percent
turnout.

The poll body said that
this is an approximate
trend, as data from some
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, October 02, 2024

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY KRIYA

Falth proeo d gnat ond sorTe, AT gt o
imfcrm the =2ac demse of gur bogwec Sh
Aovtmr Kroahan Raima Sfa Laae Sh Radoes
Hrshar Rarae R0 Lasa Sh Radna Heshans
Hara =o BT Sccior 08 Chorcigarh
1500035, crarelly o Finglish, Tral, Ke=wnr
o 2S5 Sapleerbes F074

TENTH DAY KRIYA il ba peafamwres o 4010
Omabar 2024 [Fricay) &t Cagar Shae Sanes
= IIC AM rozr roundobou: of Soc 24 and
e 28 Serchkoks

et Shrcams -

ST Incu Az-a WiPe
Lir st ~aher w-ad A s~ Som B Deogier -er-lwa

Dauqimer and Fonr-n-H2w

et B e o [labanale Mool

FA-e-a<zN and “brar Frirs

M rgewr ges w2 s CF e Flacw { Brotrur & S ater-im-laear ]

Hmer mglew K- ebgyny By el L < rew [Brostwer A Sheteer-ln-bras]
Cr W K Kod e covu [Brotlssr—r-lerw B Seatme]

ALL MEAMEI AND OEAMT

CONTACT DETALS 95516587318, 941 5204982 JE5ZTTISEE2

Sh oty Workshoe Raing

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Wih pofound graf ard deap sormow, we gt o inform tha
urtimely and agc demiss of owr bebwed son Sh. Vinod
Kumar Ralma Sfo Sh, Fshiar Math s RO Akingamps
{Fonmm), Kashmir at presant Roop M gar, Frclie-8, Lane ko,
1/, H,No, 30,
TENTH DAY wil ks pariormed om (3,10.203 |Thursday) at
Muthi Gha E near Dl eciombs of Sc ool Rleotion af Q00 a.m
GRIEF STRICKEN !

Simit. Prana Raina & She FAL Raina | Mothar & Fathar )

St Sunla Faima (Wikae)

Sk Shash Falee & Sh Saksh Ralsy (Brother & Blabhl)
Smt. REnke Koo | Wan LE Sonll Kol l:im

St Mancy Faina {Aumky)

St & Sh 5.0, Raing (Uncke & BuRty )

ML RS K. Faina (UnCle & Runty)
Sk & Sh. Sanjay Ralna (Uacke & Aunly)
sartha k Falna (S0n) Satzam Rama (Som)
Supriya, 5 heeti, Tirs bie (Daug bber)
SAMAST RAINA PARIVAR, RAINA ART PRINTERS

MOBILE : +91-9419240910, 9419141499

SH. VINOD KUMAR RAINA
(SAMEER JI)

With profound grief and sorrow we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
father Sh. M.L.Sharma (Raina) origi-
nal resident of Kharyar Habba Kadal
Srinagar (Kashmir) and presently res-
ident of Swaran colony Trilokpur Road &S
Gole Gujral Jammu expired l:ln
26/09/2024 after brief iliness and cre-|3
malion has taken place on 270972024
at Shanti Ghat Gole Gujral Mear 505 [
school Jammu. TENTH DAY KRIYA

and assembly will be performed al Eh. Tﬁiﬁ:?ma
Muthi Ghat on 05/10/2024 at 8.30 am .

MOURNING FROM INLAWS will also be held at the above

address.
GRIEF STRICKEN
ALL NEARS AND DEARS.
7006900425.

10TH DAY KRIYA

Wilh profo und grief and somow, wa infarm the
gad damisa of Smit. Sheela Devi R Al pres-
ent H.Wa. F 680, Mear Jain Temple, Talab Tilla,
Jammu, who left for heavenly abode on 2 &h
September, 2024,

TENTH D&Y KRIYA on 5th Oclober, 2004
(Saturday) 200 AM at Muthi Ghat, Mear
Directorate of School Education, J ammiu

IN GRIEF:-

Sh. 0. N. Jolshi (Husband) 814 8520538
Daughters-in-laws & Sons
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OBITUARY/TENTH DAY KRIYA

With proleund griel & sormow, we inform the sad
demize of our beloved mother Karamyogi Sml.
Rattsni Chaku (Ranl) orgirally resident of
Karmn Magar, Srimagar, presanty residing al
House Mo, 1448, Geeater Jammu, Furpsani
Bypa=se, Jammuon 27th Sept. 2024

Tenth Day Kriya wil be performed at Muthi
Ghat on 08th Oct. 2024 Sunday at 500 Akl
GRIEF STRICKEM

Daug hters-in-law & Sons

Mre. Paripalini Chaku & Lt Sh. Ashok Chaku
Mrs. Maemakshi & Hanwal Chahlu

Mre, Jyotl £ Sunll Chaku

Daughters & Sons-in-lew

Mra. Resta & Sunll Kawl

Mre. Asha & Rakesh Tichoo

Grand Children: Vasundra, Makika, Mrnal, Ayuesh, Adibmom, Anmal, Anwj &
Arnav

And Samast Parbear of
Chaku's, Kaul's, Tickoo's, Bamzai's, Taing s, Alma’s, Koul's, Has hia'a amd
Bhan's

Mobil: Mumbers : 8437045445, 201 82T64E6T

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, it IS informed
that 10TH DAY of our beloved father
Late Sh. Nitya Nand Khajuria will be per-
formed on 04-10-2024 a 11:00 AM and
KRIYA will be performed on 05-10-2024 in
Village Kanachak at their residence.

GRIEF STRICKEM

Sons & Daughters-in-law

MNaresh Khajuria & Anita

Shiv Khajuria & Shrishtha

Daughters and Sons-in-law

Sunita and Subash Sharma

Sneh Lata and Raghunandan

Contact : 9419318143, 9796868098

Smit. Rattani Chaku
[(Rani)

Late Sh. Nitya Nand
Khajuria

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we
regret to inform the sad demise of our
beloved Father Sh. Rumal Singh on
20th Sept 2024 Rfio H. No 11 Sarnwal
Colony Jammu (&),

TENTH DAY wil ba parformed on 20-00-
2024 (Sunday) at our residence (11.00 AM) L
KRIYA wil ba paformed on 02-10-2024
[(Wednesday) at our residencea (12.00 Noon)
UTHALA will be pedormed on 04-10-2024
i{Friday] at Har Mandir, Rehari Colomy
Jarmmiu (4.00 PM to 5.00 PM).

G RIEF STRIGKEN

Smit Sharti Dewi- Wiife

Sons & Doughter inlaw

Smi Surila & Sh Rajinder Singh, Asstt Adm Officer [MES)

Emit Meerakshi& Sh Swinder Singh, Defence Fre Services (15 FAD)

Caughters & Son in Law

Lete Smi Poorem Singh & Sh Pawan Kurer (Informalion Depit)

St Geeta Devifh ShoAnsush Mehea, ALOD [Defence Estabe Oifice)

Grand Children: Harshita, Bhamav. Kanshka, Devansh, Arama, Amant, Bravea & Divyam
MOBILE NO: 8419218048, TOOSESTT 10

SH. RUMAL SINGH
EX ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICER (MES)
15-05-1941- 20-09-2024

10TH DAY KRIYA

With Profound Grief and Somow, We Would Liks 1o
Infioren youw all that Smt. Shanti Devi Wio Laie Sh
Amir Chand Manhas Rio Village Malhota (Fanshyee)
Tehsil Bhella, District Doda. A/P House Mo. G684
Shanti Nagar, Toph Sherkhania Jammu expired on
25-09-2024 at 8:20 pm.

10th Day will pe performed on (MM OV2024 at House
Mo, G-58/A S hanti Magar, Toph Sherkhanda Jammu,
GRIEF STRICKEN &Y :

Sons & Daughte rs-in-law

Late Sh. Janak Singh & 3mi. Shakuntl Dew
Zh. Harmam Singh & Smi. Shalunth Dewi
Sh. Joginder Singh & Smi. Mirgla Dew

Lavte S Pritam Sing b {So-n)

Dawghters and Son-in-laws

=mt. Anara Devi & Late Sh. Hamash Lal
Srd. Bechi Devi & Sh. Armamath Chouban
Snt. Raja Devi & Lale Sh Jagdish Raj

4 =¥
Smit. Shanti Dewi

Grandsons and Granddaughters
Sh. Swnil Singh hanfas

+h. Swmbeel Singh Wanhas

Sh. Sandeap Singh Kanhss

Sh. Passissp S ingh Manhs

Wir. &nil Singh Marhse

Wir. Anit Singh Mamhes

Sanchya Manhos

d R Deswi
Smi. Maushabhya Devi & Sh Bir Singh Pocia Dewi
Ermt. Sudesha Dwewi & Sh Chaman Singh Arti Manhas

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAAS

With profound grief and sorrow wej
wish to inform you the sad demise|
of our beloved Sdn. Ravinder Kaur
Gandhi W/o S. Swatanter Singh
Gandhi on 29th September 2024 at
Delhi.

Antim Ardaas will be held as per
program at Gurudwara Sri Gury|
Nanak Dev Ji, Chand Nagar ( Opp.
Hotel Fortune Inn Riviera )

Aarambh Shri Akhand Paath
Sahib on Wednesday, 2nd Octobe
2024 at 10:30 a.m

Bhog Shri Aakhand Patth Sahib
on Friday, 4th October 2024 at 10:30 a.m

Kirtan from 10:30 a.m -12.00 Noon, followed by Guru Ji Ka
Langar

GRIEF STRICKEN :

Vineet Raina (Vinny ) & Lalit Raina

(Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Jasleen Kaur & Randeep Singh Gandhi (Rinnu)

(Daughter-in-Law & Son)

Sisters-in-law & Brothers-in-Law :

Smt. Rajni & Shri Bharat Gandhi ( Ex-MLA )

Sdn. Sarabjeet & S. Vijay Gandhi

Smt. Akshi & S. Prakash Gandhi

Sdn. Manpreet & S. Puran Singh Gandhi (Retd. Chief Engineer)

Sister & Brother-in-Law :

Smt. Vigyan Bharti Kaila & Advocate Dogra Harish Kaila

(Retd. AIR)

Bhabhis & Brothers :

Sdn. Rajinder Kaur & Lt. S. Kulbir Singh

Sdn. Parvinder Kaur & S. Sujinder Singh

Sdn. Manjeet Kaur & S. Manvinder Singh

Sisters & Brothers-in-law :

Lt. Pupinder Kaur & S. Pritam Singh

Sdn. Harjinder Kaur & Lt. S. Jasjit Singh Sachdeva
Sdn. Jatinder Kaur & S. Baldev Singh ( Advocate )
Sdn. Manjeet Kaur & Lt. S. Harjit Singh

Grand Daughter :

Sanvi Raina

Contact no. 9419111239; 8825065356; 7889357105

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS

WITH PROFOUMD GRIEF AND SORROWY, WE[™ e
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELCWVED | v
SARDARNI AMRIT KOUR (GUDDI ) OM 24-8- 7
2024.TO PAY OUR OBEISANCE TO THER ~
DEFARTED SOUL, ARAMBH SRI AKHAND _:E——-' h‘
PAATH SAHIB On 01.10.2024 AT & 30 AM &

EHOG SERI AKHAND PAATH SAHIE ON

O3HA0/2024 AT 10.00 AN SHALL TAKE PLACE MW 3
OUR RESIDENMCE Thic MEW PLOT JAMMU M,
MEAR JK STATE MOTOR GARAGE JAMMU. !T
ANTIM ARDAAS WILL BE PERFORMED AT
GURUDWARA SHR] KALGIDHAR Sahb REHARI
ON D3102024 FROM 1,00 AWM TO 1230 PM
FOLLOWED BY GURL KA LANGER.

GRIEF STRICHEN:-

COL Ajeb Singh - Husband

SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

Col Ajt Singh & Manmeet Kour

S Jazwinder Singh & Arvinder Kour

Kubwinder Singh and Gagandeep Kour

Charanjit Singh and Gurmeet Kour

Brother and Sister In law

S Surindar Singh and Jagjpet Kour

Contact : 3492057470 , 419530721, 9419883230, 0410137871, 04109270207

SARDARNI AMRIT KOUR
{(GUDDI

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound gref & sorow, we infarm the sad
demiza of our belbved Smt. Taro Davi JI Wo!
Late Sh. Kripa Ram Sharma Rlo HNo 104,
Patall Magoiian Jammu whao left for heavenly
abode on 13-8-2024,

Tenth Day wil be perormed on Saturday 21-8
2024 at Bua Dati Temple Patoli Magotrian)
Jammu.

Kriya will be periormed on Sunday 2-8-2024 al
our regldence after 12 Moon oma nds.

Uthala wil be performed an Friday 4-10-2024 at
Bua Datti Tample Patoli Magotrian from 4:30 PM
- 500 PAL

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daug hters & Sons-in-bw

Smit Sheela Devi & Late 3h. Dev Raj Staima
Smt Krishna Devl & Sh Ganpatl Sangra

Daug hiers-in-aw & Sons

Smit. Ballmsh Kumari & Sh. 551 Pal Sharma Formar Sacmtany Red Coes, Jammii Region)
Smt Anita Kurnari & Eh, Ravinder Sharma (Retd. DM SFC)

Dr. Suksham Sharma & Dr: Rajv Saini- Grand Daughter & Son-in-law

Er. Manik Magoira - Grand Son

Er. Adizh Magatra & Dr. Sunaina Sharma (JKAS) - Grand Son & Dawghter-in-law
Great Grand Childen - Advaid, Medbaansh

Contact Mos.: 9419108501, 9622246282

Smt. Taro Devi Ji

OBITUARY

With profound grief, we inform sad
demise of our beloved Smt Raj] Dulari
Tikoo, W/o Shri Shuban Ji Tikoo on
Saturday, 28th September 2024 at
Gurgaon.

(Original resident of 9,
Rainawari Srinagar, Kashmir)
Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at
Murad Nagar. on Monday Tth October,
2024,

GRIEF STRICKEN :

TIKU'S, TURKI'S AND KOUL'S
RESIDENCE,

MS-10, FLAT NO. 504, KENDRIYA VIHAR, SECTOR -586,
GURUGRAM, HARYAMNA

FIN CODE : 122011

Ph. S810T457 60

Bagdagi,

Smt Raj Dulari Tikoo

Raj & A K. Jolshi - 8419195152
Babli & Anil Jotshi - 8419143636
Sanju & Sundl Jotshi - 9706043202
Incks & Rakesh Jokshi - SB114T3885
Shanu & Amit Jotshi

Rohani & Anen Jotshi

Daughters & Sons-indaws

Sunila & Sanjay Rewoo - BR065T1T16
Esha & Ankit Raina - 701107B471

Grand Children: Aman, Anshiks, Parth, Rishul. Arush, &rd, Arka, Angh
Bamast Dhanwati Parivar of Bijbahara

SMT. SHEELA DEVI

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY/KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we
[regret to inform the untimely and sad
demise of our adored Sh. Bri
Krishan Bhan Sio Late Sh. Tara
Chand Bhan on 25th Sept 2024, orig-
inally from Rainawari, Kashmir
|presently at 253/A, Last Morh, Sarwal
Colony, Jammu.

TENTH DAY KRIYA and Assembly
will be performed on 3rd Oct 2024

s

SH. BRL KRISHAN

{Thursday) at 9.00 AM at Muthi Ghat.
BHAN

|GRIEF STRICGKEN

Smi Kanta Bhan - Wife

=sons and Daughter-in-Law
Naveen Bhan & Sushma Bhan
[Mahesh Bhan & Sheetal Bhan
Grand Children: Hitaishi, Kaniya, Vanya, Viransh & Anaya
Samast Koul & Bhat Parivar

CONTACT DETAILS: 9906000298, 96220063 83, 9419222042

10TH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to
inform you all the sad demise of our beloved
father Sh Baj] Singh Sfoc Late Th Balwan
Singh original resident of Reshi Magar Shopian
&t present H No. 587 Subash Magar near QOld
Post office Rehari Colomy Jammu.

Tenth Day will be performed on 3rd Cctober
Thursday st 11 AM at Temple near Petrol Pump

Subash Magar Jammil.

Grief Stricken :

Smit Saro Devi - Wife

Sons & Daughter in laws

Jagdish Singh & Kavita Jamwal (Pinky)
Jogindar Singh & Rita Jamwal (Shashi)
Grand Sons

Virender Vikram Singh & Manik Singh
Contact : 9596666667, TEE2934427

TENTH DAY

With profound griel and somow, we regrel o inform e =
sad demise of cour beloved Sh, Raman Kumar Gupta
Sio L1 Lala Thonu Mal Ba hajan (Mule Chach VWa ks ) Rio
247, Mear Last Marh Saral Cobmy dammo wiheo el for
heavenk abde on 21 Sept 2024,

Tenth Day will & parforrmed on 30h Sept 2024
[(Monday) from 10.30 am o 11.30 am a1 Mahagn Hall
Shalimar Rosd Jarmmu.

Foriya will b= parformed an 3rd Oct 2024 (Thursday)al
cur residence at 120 Clock,

Deeply Missad & Reme mbered BHy:

| 2imil. Mesnakshi Gupta - Wike .
Zparsh & Waishall Gupla - Son & Daughbe r-indaw Sh. Reman Kumar Gugpta
Kezhak - Dawghter

Sh. Roop Lal Cupta & Smt. Krishre Guipe - Falher-in-law & Mother-in-koaw
Suresh & Dharmm Fal Mehta - Sister & Brotbe r-in-law

Surman & Deepti ba lsjan - Sisler & Brother-in-law

Surnan & Subhash Chander - Bhabhi & Brother

Smi. Rekba Wo Late Dharmam Pal - B habdi

Smi. Meelm & ARy Vaid (Sggy) - Bhabhi & Brother

Mis Thoru Mal & Bros
Mi/s Gopal Kriehan & Co.
Mi's Vaid Bros

Mis Om Pakash & Co.
Lakhdaita Bazar k& mrmu

Sh Baj Singh

Contact Mo: 94191-5483 3,
9419800600,
24191-81573

TENTH DAY

Wih profiound sormow & grief we regret to inform the
un:imzly gad demige of our bebved St Kambs
Jamwal Wio Late Capt. Sarishat Singh Jamwalon 18
Sep. 2024

The 10TH DAY wil be on 27 Sep 2024 at 11am.
13TH DAY - 30 Sep 2024

RASAM PAGRI ison 4ih Oct 2024 a1 12 pm

At our resbence H. Mo - 16084, Kun] Vihar Lans,
Marak Magar.

Bemaved: il
Mra & Mr Sutaner Singh

Irs & Mr Sumer Singh

Ir Sikander Singh

Mrs & Mr Bighan Singh

AllGrand & Great-grand Children

0419786436, 9018150582

\

Smt Kamla Jamwal

OBITUARY/ TENTH DAY KRIYA

With deap sormw and prodound griaf, we ammounca ey
sad demse of Smi Mohan Rani (Aaji), belowed
wife of Lades Sh Mahan Lal Handoo and Do LL Sh
Bham Lal Rezdan, originally frem Sala. Arantnag,
wiha kfl for her heavenly abode on 2 8th Se plember,
2024 at Dehi, A pillar of strergth and kindness, she
was chershed by all who knew her for ber wanmih,
ard dedicalion o her Bamly,

Her b= i desply lBE by her oved ones, inciuding
Fer ehildrarn, g rce bild e, greal grsed chi Bran and
reftives The family will hold praye @ in hee o norf s
ard equasts frignds and we bwizhans ba keap her in)
thesir tho Lghie: snd pragse i during this: o iFic ul time:
10TH DAY HRIMA will be hald at Gaun Shankar,
Mandir. Palam Vihar, Gugaaon on Tih Ocio ber, 7034
at G630 aLu_;Um endﬁse:mhl;‘_:ll mzuw our ;::i-
derce, Iden Heghis Seclor 12, Tha, o
ot v Smt. Mohan Rani (Aajl)

Surd Krighen ard Lalls Handeo- Son and Daughtor in law

Pradiman ki hen and Dusd Handoo- Soa and Daughtan in e

Mesrakshi Hardoo Wio L1 Subash Hardoo- Daughtor in rw

Renu ard P.L Bl - Daughtor snd Son in bw

Grand C hikdron

Abimanu, Sumeet, Meemakshi, Ann j, Vishal Sakshi Sechin, Shauya, Shat, Suman &

Suaty

Arunina, Arshia, Myra. Great Grandehildran

and the entire HANDOO, BHAT, RAZDAMN, RAINA families,
ralatives, frionds and wall- wishars
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JMC observes Gandhi Jayanti at ‘Muskan’

Election Commission deliberately
ignoring violation of MCC violation

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: In obser-
vance of Gandhi Jayanti,
the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) orga-
nized a special func-
tion on Wednesday at
‘Muskan’ Home for Men-
tally Challenged Children,
Chhani Rama. The event
was graced by Divisional
Commissioner Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar, along
with other dignitaries,
who paid floral tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Divisional Com-
missioner emphasized
the importance of follow-
ing the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi. He urged citizens
to contribute towards
keeping the city clean and
neat, calling on everyone
to work hand-in-hand
with relevant agencies
including JMC to maintain
cleanliness.

He also stressed the
need to avoid the use of
polythene to protect the

environment and encour-
aged the use of dedicated
vehicles for garbage col-
lection.

While interacting with the
children at the home, the
Divisional Commissioner
highlighted the potential
of specially-abled children
and assured to provide
them platforms to excel at
local, national, and inter-
national levels, particu-
larly in Paralympic events.

Welcoming the par-
ticipants, Commissioner
JMC, Dr Devansh Yadav

teams of JMC today
organized comprehensive
sanitation drives at vari-
ous locations in different
wards of JMC. This initia-
tive was aimed at honor-
ing Mahatma Gandhi’s
legacy of cleanliness and
public health.

The sanitation drive
involved a series of activi-
ties designed to enhance
the overall hygiene and
aesthetic appeal of the
wards he said and added
that it would be regular
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feature to give the city an
aesthetic look.

In addition to paying trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi,
the Divisional Commis-
sioner and dignitaries also
paid homage to former
Prime Minister Lal Baha-
dur Shastri. As part of the
occasion, saplings were
planted in the premises
of the home to promote
environmental conscious-
ness.

The event featured skits
presented by the inmates
and students from various

educational institutions,
showcasing the life, phi-
losophy, and principles of
Mahatma Gandhi. These
performances were met
with great applause from
the audience.
Prominent attend-
ees included Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Jammu, (Secretary,
Home for Mentally chal-
lenged Children) Ansuya
Jamwal; Joint Commis-
sioner (R&E), Rakesh
Gupta; Joint Commis-
sioner (H&S), Abdul
Star; Joint Commissioner
(Works), Firdous Ahmad
Qazi; Deputy Commis-
sioner (North), JMC,
Sanjay Badyal; Deputy
Commissioner (South),
JMC, Lal Chand; Chief
Accounts Officer, Sand-
eep Manhas; Health Offi-
cer, Dr. Vinod Sharma,
and other senior officers
from District Administra-
tion and JMC. The dig-
nitaries also distributed
certificates among the
participants of the event.

PCC paid tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, Shastri

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: JKPCC
held an impressive func-
tions here today at
PCC HQ Shahidi Chowk
Jammu in which rich trib-
utes were paid to Father of
Nation Mahatma Gandhi.

Floral tributes were also
paid to Former Prime min-
ister Lal Bhadur Shastrion
his birth anniversary today.

The function was presid-
ed over by Raman Bhalla,
Vice President PCC and
attended by Ravinder
Sharma, Sr. Vice President
& Chief Spokesperson
PCC, Ved Mahajan, Vice
President PCC Incharge
HQ, Gurmukh Singh, Th.
Manmohan Singh (DCC
President Jammu Urban),
Shashi Sharma, Amrit
Bali, Narinder Sharma,
Praveen Sarwar Khan,
Vijay Sharma (Seva
Dal), Bhavishya Sudan,
Manjit Singh Jatt, Neeraj
Guptta, Thakur Hoshiyar
Singh, Sahil Sharma,
Michael Wazir, Ricky
Dalotra, Rakesh Sharma,
Manjeet Singh Bedi, Dara
Singh, Zahoor Tantery and
others.

Addressing the gather-
ing Raman Bhalla said that
the philosophy of Mahat-
ma Gandhi is relevant

b\ -
for all times to come and
even more relevant today
when an atmosphere of
conflicts and violence
prevails in different parts
of the world. He said that
Mahatma Gandhi led the
nation to freedom through
non-violence against the
mighty British rulers. He
said that India is known
allover world by the phi-
losphy of Non-Violence
and tolerance, since India
as a pluralistic society has
proved itself to be the most
successful democracy in
the world.

He said that Mahatma
Gandhi was torch bearer
of peace, religious harmo-
ny, Non-Violence and truth
in the world and his birth
day has been declared as
international Non-Violence

- CEEr
day by the united nations.

He said that there is con-
flicts of ideology between
those who followed the
ideology and philosophy
of Mahatma Gandhi and
those who were opposed
to his philosophy and
assassinated him. Today
is the time that those who
truly believe in his ideology
must follow and strength-
en his ideology for the
unity and integrity of the
country.

He also remembered
the contributions of Lal
Bhadur Shastri and paid
rich tributes to him for
his outstanding role in
the freedom struggle and
later in different capacities
especially as Prime Min-
ister. He said that Shastri
Ji was symbol of honesty,
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integrity, and dedications
towards the nation.
Ravinder Sharma while
paying floral tributes
paid floral tributes to the
Mahatma Gandhi said that
the stalwarts of freedom
struggle under Mahat-
ma’s Leadership suffered
a lot of hardships and
made several sacrifices to
achieve freedom. It was
based on the philosophy
of Mahatma Gandhi that
the idea of India was trans-
lated into action as a free
country based on equality
and justice to all, irrespec-
tive of caste, creed, color
or religions and the coun-
try has withstood the chal-
lenges all these years as
a vibrant democracy both
from within and outside .
He referred to the contri-

bution of Lal Bhadur Shas-
tri, who gave the slogan of
Jai Jawan and Jai Kisan
and led the nation to vic-
tory in 1965 war .

He said that Gandhi phi-
losophy is the only way
out to sort outand resolve
the conflicts and end vio-
lence in the world and on
June 15, 2007, the United
Nations General Assem-
bly declared the birthday
of Mahatma Gandhi, Octo-
ber 2nd, as International
Day of Non-Violence, the
entire World had learned
lesson from the philosophy
and ideology of Mahatma
Gandhi for mutual Co-
Existence of people of dif-
ferent faiths and interests,
he added.

Th. Manmohan Singh-
DCC President Jammu
Urban, who co-ordinated
the holding of functions,
paid rich tributes to the
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal
Bhadur Shastri and said
that entire world draws
lesson from the life and
philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi and Shastri.

He said that it is the time
to further strengthen the
philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi in order to create
a harmonious atmosphere
of living in the country and
the world.

Gau Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat Yatra: Shankaracharya
Avimukteshwaranand to arrive in J

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: As
part of the ongoing Gau
Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat

L
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ammu on Oct 22

where Ram Lalla, a Gau
rakshak and GauBhakt,
resides. The Yatra will
travel across the east,
west, south, and north of

by JU authorities: Ex JURSEA Prez

vy
SR

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: Dr.
Vikas Sharma, former
president of the Jammu
University Research
Scholars Executive
Association (JURSEA),
launched strong accusa-
tions against the Election
Commission of India and
the authorities at Jammu
University (JU).

The protest was led by
Dr. Vikas Sharma, former
president of the Jammu
University Research
Scholars Executive Asso-
ciation (JURSEA), who
claimed that JU was fast-
tracking key administra-
tive appointments in vio-
lation of the Model Code
of Conduct (MCC), which
is currently in effect due
to the on-going Assem-
bly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir whereas
the Election Commission
was deliberately turning
a blind eye towards this
violation.

The protesting students
and scholars raised slo-
gans against the JU and
Election Commission for
being hand in glove with
each other to benefit
sympathisers of a par-
ticular political party.

Dr. Sharma vocally criti-
cized both JU and the
Election Commission,
alleging they were collud-
ing to benefit individuals
affiliated with a particular

Scholars and students hold protest

political party. “Despite
the MCC being in place,
JU is rushing to fill long-
vacant positions such as
Registrar, Controller of
Examinations, Director
of Internal Quality Assur-
ance (DIQA), and Direc-
tor of IT, with interviews
scheduled for October
4-5" Dr. Sharma stated.

The core of the con-
troversy revolves
around what Dr. Sharma
described as the illegiti-
macy of some candidates
shortlisted for these posi-
tions. “There are candi-
dates with questionable
qualifications, including
those with fraudulent
PhD degrees, as high-
lighted in the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General
(CAG) report. This pro-
cess seems engineered
to favor individuals tied
to a political faction,” he
alleged.

Further intensifying his
remarks, Dr. Vikas point-
ed out that while the J&K
Government has halted
contractual appointments
of lecturers due to the
MCC, JU is proceeding to
fill permanent administra-
tive posts that have been
vacant for over 15 to 20
years. “JU’s justification
that the post notifications
were issued prior to the
election announcement is
a blatant lie. Just recent-
ly, JU issued a selection
list for contractual teach-

demonstration, raises demands

ers,” he asserted.

Dr. Sharma demanded
the Election Commission
immediately intervene
and halt the recruitment
process, calling for the
cancellation of the inter-
view notifications. He
warned of escalating
protests if the issue is not
addressed.

Additionally, Dr. Sharma
highlighted a violation of
university norms, stating
that certain candidates
are directly involved in
the recruitment process,
which he emphasized
is against the estab-
lished rules. “Those who
are candidates for the
top posts are directly
involved in the recruit-
ment process which is a
mockery of the system
but the Vice Chancellor is
a mute spectator as if he
is willingly a party to this
wrong-doing,” he stated.

He also highlighted an
instance from the past
wherein a person with-
out having any academic
credentials was directly
appointed as Professor
just because he had high
level connections.

In his closing remarks,
Dr. Sharma urged the
public and authorities to
take a stand against this
alleged breach of demo-
cratic principles, vowing
that protests would
continue until justice is
served.

Nat Manch, Bharat Petroleum host

drawing comp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: On the
eve of Gandhi Jayanti
and Lal Bahadur Shastri
Jayanti, Nat Manch, in
collaboration with Bharat
Petroleum, successfully
organized a Drawing
Competition and Aware-
ness Drive in Jammu as
part of the Swachta Hi
Sewa campaign. This ini-
tiative aimed to promote
cleanliness and environ-
mental awareness within
the community, encour-
aging collective action for
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Shavya Sharma from St.
Peter School. Their art-
works highlighted inno-
vative ideas on cleanli-

etition for cleanlines

gratitude to all par-
ticipants, schools, and
volunteers for making
this initiative a success.

Yatra, Jagadguru Shan- o | India, culminating in the a cleaner environment. ness and sustainability Together, they aim to
karacharya Avimuktesh- national capital on Octo- The event attracted inspiring others to take foster a cleaner and
waranand Ji Maharaj of ber 26. Pujya Gopal Mani distinguished guests, part in environmental greener Jammu, rein-
Jyotirmath is set to arrive Ji will accompany Shan- including Tarun Sharma, protection. forcing the importénce of
in Jammu, J&K on 22nd t karacharya Ji through- Actor and Director, who Nat Manch and Bharat environmental steward-
October 2024. v out the journey. During also serves as the Presi- Petroleum extend their ship in the community.
Co-convener ofthe G > G the Vatra, Jagadguru - dentofNatManch, along

Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat N Ga Shankaracharya Ji will with Mahatma Tilak ji and

Yatra, Gobhakt Vikas
Patni, along with Akhilesh
Brahmachari and state
convener Deepu Raina,
addressed a press con-
ference on Wednesday,
highlighting the signifi-

the Cow). From March devotees nationwide, attended, underscoring I'H'-rﬂrffﬂ'-'-'-"‘"-rﬂ'ﬂ'rﬁ‘ﬂl"gfl oot ard et money coly through only

cance of this movement. is being carried out to alive across the country. 14 to March 28, 2024 unite them for a common the im ; Py moces mwmi biw on [RERS portal lis et banking, dabi cand, cedit

. ) , ) portance of com e s ; ;
They informed that, from elevate the cow to the This sacred movement he led a barefoot march cause - restoring the munity involvement in el e gl ey
12 PM to 3 PM on 22nd status of ‘Rashtra Mata’ is blessed by the Jag- from Govardhan to Delhi. dignity and honor of the environmental initiatives. Torder Tiom Yormdeine Becion | Edng Sveimn
October, Shankaracha- by moving cow protection adguru Shankaracha- Under his guidance, the sacred cow, and confer- The competition saw Tpen Viciks Eingic B3 Evsiom
rya Ji will preside over from the state list to the ryas of the four peethas, Gau Pratishtha Andolan ring upon her the status enthusiastic participa- Do ol Uploading Turders | Bid Staming Dute | Bl Closing DuteTime
the installation of the central list in the Consti- who organized a Gau continues to thrive across of ‘Rashtra Mata’; and tion from schools across 705 07102024 Z1.10.2024
Gau Dhwaj and deliver tution, and to make India Sansad to demand the India. the motto is “Gau Mata, Jammu, showcasing the b Datae of Tendar
an address z_at the Gau free of cow slaughter. status of_ Rashtra Mgta As part of this move- Rashtra Mata — Rashtra creativity and commit- ﬁ Wise, P-ay Worts For Fack mamianance in the secien o 556/
Mahasabha in Jammu. Since India’s inde- and the implementation ment, the Gau Dhwaj Mata, Bharat Mata.” ment of young artists. m“"_h PNmaME N ard Clasning veguiibon on raee snd ey winng
Following the event, he pendence, continuous of legislation against cow Sthapana Bharat Yatra Following this Yatra, Winners were recog- B iy T ki o Jurisadiction ol A0 EN-JRC
will continue the Yatra efforts have been made slaughter. In this event, began on 22nd Sep- a nationwide Gau nized for their exception- JRe |Addverieed belem e “'“ﬂr“mflﬁmﬂlﬂffmm
towards Leh, Ladakh. the Rama Gau Pratishtha [T B Daps | 12 P

Sanatan Dharma holds
the cow in high regard,
with its significance men-
tioned across religious
texts like the Vedas, Upa-
nishads, and Puranas. It
is not merely an animal
but a mother—this is the
sacred belief and faith

of the Sanatan Dharmi
Hindus. With this deep
devotion, a nationwide
Gau Pratishtha Andolan

to protect and honor the
sacred cow. One notable
movement was the 1966
GauRaksha Andolan, led
by Dharma Samrat Yat-
ichakrachudamani Pujya
Karpatri Ji Maharaj, in
which thousands of cow
devotees sacrificed their

sion, Param GauBhakt

Pujya Gopal Mani Ji has
led the Gau Pratishtha
Andolan, and has kept it

Samhita Bill has been
passed along with a
42-point Dharmadesh.
To ignite the momen-
tum of this movement,
Jagadguru Shankara-
charya Avimukteshwa-
ranand Ji Maharaj of

N

flame of cow ghee and
declared this year as the
Gau Samvatsar (Year of

tember which will visit
all Indian states and
union territories, with a
sacred Gau Dhwaj being
installed at each state
capital.

In each state capital,
a grand Gau Pratishtha
Sammelan will be held,

honor distinguished cow
devotees from across the
country.

The goal of this Gau
Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat
Yatra is to awaken cow

Pratishtha Mahasam-
melan will be held on the
occasion of Gopashtami
in Delhi, on November 7,
8, and 9, which will deci-
sively appeal to the Gov-
ernment of India to end
the curse of cow slaugh-
ter and honor the cow as

Shri Rabindra Kumar,
Project Leader at BPCL.
Site engineers Shri
Prince Gupta, Shri Shub-
ham Agarwal, and Miss
Princy Manwani also

al contributions: 1st Prize
went to Medhansh Verma
from KC Public School,
2nd Prize was awarded
to Purnajay Sharma
from KV School, and
3rd Prizes were shared
between Aatulya Keshav
from Dewan Devi Higher
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EDITORIAL JK Polls- should not be”’'much ado about nothing”

in the mid way and gave birth to credence to the fact that in these will feel a bit relieved .So the onus

WELCOMING
NAVRATRAS

avratras, a sacred nine-night fes-
Ntival dedicated to the worship
of Goddess Durga, is one of the
most vibrant and significant celebrations
in Hindu culture. This festival, observed
twice a year—during the spring (Chaitra)
and autumn (Ashwin)—is a time for spiri-
tual rejuvenation, reflection, and commu-
nity bonding. As we welcome Navratras,
let’s explore the rich traditions, customs,
and the spiritual essence that this festival
embodies.

The word “Navratra” translates to “nine
nights,” during which devotees celebrate
the triumph of good over evil through the
worship of the divine feminine energy
represented by Goddess Durga. Each of
the nine nights is dedicated to different
forms of the goddess, including Shailpu-
tri, Brahmacharini, Chandraghanta, Kush-
manda, Skandamata, Katyayani, Kalratri,
Mahagauri, and Siddhidatri. Each form
embodies unique qualities and virtues,
symbolizing strength, wisdom, and com-
passion.

The festival is not just a time for devo-
tion but also for introspection and self-
improvement. Many devotees observe
fasting, refrain from consuming non-veg-
etarian food, and engage in prayers and
rituals aimed at purifying the mind and
soul. It serves as an opportunity to cleanse
one’s thoughts and actions, allowing for a
deeper connection with the divine.

Navratras are celebrated with great
enthusiasm across India, with each region
showecasing its unique traditions. In the
north, particularly in states like Jammu and
Uttar Pradesh, people set up colorful pan-
dals, organize ‘garba’ and ‘dandiya’ nights,
and participate in vibrant processions. The
rhythmic beats of traditional music fill the
air as devotees dance in unison, celebrating
the divine presence of the goddess.

As the festival approaches, homes are
adorned with beautiful decorations, and
idols of the goddess are placed in homes
and community spaces. Devotees engage
in daily prayers, offering flowers, fruits,
and sweets to the goddess. The ritual of
‘Kanya Poojan’ is especially significant,
where young girls, symbolizing the god-
dess, are worshipped and treated with love
and respect.

Fasting is a common practice during
Navratras, with many devotees choosing
to consume only fruits, nuts, and specific
grains. This practice not only serves as a
form of penance but also helps in detoxify-
ing the body and promoting spiritual focus.

The chanting of mantras and singing of
devotional songs, known as ‘bhajans, fills
the atmosphere with a divine aura. The
‘Aarti’ performed in the evening serves as a
moment of collective devotion, allowing the
community to come together in reverence.

As we welcome Navratras, it’s also a time
for personal renewal and transformation.
The festival encourages individuals to set
aside negativity, embrace positivity, and
cultivate virtues such as patience, kind-
ness, and resilience. This aligns with the
message of Goddess Durga, who represents
the strength to overcome challenges and
adversities.

Moreover, Navratras also emphasize the
importance of community and togeth-
erness. Whether it’s through communal
prayers, dancing, or sharing meals, the fes-
tival fosters a sense of belonging and unity.
It is a reminder that spiritual journeys are
often best traveled together, with shared
experiences enriching the path of devotion.

In essence, Navratras is a celebration
that transcends mere rituals; it is a holistic
experience encompassing spirituality, cul-
ture, and community. As we enter this aus-
picious period, let us embrace the teachings
of Goddess Durga, celebrating her strength
and nurturing qualities within ourselves.
May this Navratras bring peace, prosperity,
and joy to all, as we unite in devotion and
celebration, welcoming the divine feminine
into our lives.

By: O.N.KOUL

he adage “much ado about
Tnothing” seems to perhaps
fit the assembly election sce-

nario of 2024.No doubt the people
of the troubled J&K are very enthu-
siastic about the elections which are
taking place after a long pause of
10 years and also being the first
election after the centers overrid-
ing and significant decision of the
abrogation of article 370,article 35
A coupled with the reorganiza-
tion of the erstwhile state of J&K
and its bifurcation into two UT’s of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh in
August 2019.The people of the UT
are taking active part in the assem-
bly elections as is evident from the
overwhelming and significant voter
turnout in the very first phase of
polls held on 18 September in which
there was aggregate voter turnout
of 61% and this record voter turnout
has even surpassed the voter turn-
out of the Lok Sabha polls which
were concluded not much before
.So far so good and encouraging
but the way political parties and
politicians have taken this crucial
and historical election ,forces one to
opine that there are enough indica-
tions that at the end of the political
churning of elections ,there is no
possibility of a majority govern-
ment of a single party and if every-
thing goes well at the end of the day
there may be a fractured and hung
verdict at the most and this will give
rise to some coalition government
which experiment has failed at least
two times in the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir as after 2014
assembly elections ,the coalition
government of PDP-BJP did fall

governors rule which continued in
one or other form for the long ten
years and robbed the people of JK of
a democratic and popular govern-
ment .Similarly before this coalition
experiment ,the coalition arrange-
ment entered between the NC and
congress also did not last for the
full term of 6 years and the coali-
tion government fell midway .Thus
it is the history of coalition that in
J and K coalition experiment and
arrangement has not been a viable
and stable option .There are enough
indications that after the assembly
elections at the most there will be
the chances of a coalition govern-
ment which will not be stable and
strong and in all probability will fall
in the mid way .Besides ,it will not
be a responsive and people friendly
government and will hardly come
up to the expectations of the people
who stand robbed of the special
status and statehood .The way there
is mushroom growth of the regional
political parties and the way a large
number of independent candidates
are in the fray for all the three phases
of polls it is enough to surmise that
there are big chances of the division
and subdivision of votes ,with the
result both NC’s ,PDP’s as well as
the national party Congress’s votes
will be divided besides the Apni
party of Altaf Bukhari, Peoples
conference of Sajad Lone and the
Engineer Rashid’s Awami Itthad
Party and the new political devel-
opment of Jamat-i-Islami jumping
in the poll fray but both of these
parties are not recognized by the
election commission of India and
thus are fielding their candidates as
independents in big number gives

polls ,the votes will get divided
,with the result no single party
will be in a position to get majority
and form a government on its own
.Thus coalition government is the
foregone conclusion and hundred
percent possibility .Realizing this
,NC and Congress has entered into
a pre-poll alliance and other parties
are also in favor of doing post poll
alliance if the situation demands.
.People of Jammu and Kashmir
should vote consciously ,carefully
and decisively so that at the end of
the voting a stable coalition gov-
ernment is formed which will care
for the people and work sincerely
for addressing the problems con-
fronting the people .But in any case
even if there is a coalition govern-
ment ,it is definitely better than a
governors rule or LG dispensation
.The people should vote cautiously
,carefully and consciously so that
there will be no chances of again
putting the J&K on LG rule which
will be a dangerous situation and
the sagacious and matured voters
should ward against this unfortu-
nate and sad possibility as this will
be akin to robbing the people of
their democratic rights .Thus a great
responsibility lies on the shoulders
of the voters of Jammu and Kash-
mir and they should not allow the
division and subdivision of votes
rather the sagacious voters should
vote decisively so that at the end
of the electoral exercise there will
be a viable ,stable and responsive
coalition arrangement which will
balm the wounds and hurt psychic
of the alienated and isolated people
of the UT and will also address the
issues of the people so that they

of great responsibility rests on the
beleaguered and gullible people of
Jammu and Kashmir and as such
they should vote in such a manner
as to not result in the unwanted
dispersal and division of votes and
at the end of the election exercise
,a stable coalition government will
be formed which will care for the
people and work in their interest
.The sagacious and mature voters
should show their maturity and
sagaciously vote so that the Jammu
and Kashmir will not again fall in
the trap and ditch of governors
rule or LG dispensation. .There are
forces at work which are working
to see that the UT again is under
the LG dispensation and centre rule
which will be against the wishes
and aspirations of the people .The
political parties, politicians and
the voters at large should guard
against this possibility happening
and thus save the gullible people of
J &K again falling in the ditch of LG
administration .The political scenar-
io as it is obtaining and emerging in
Jammu and Kashmir and the indica-
tions coming from the political see
saw is enough to surmise that the
current Jammu and Kashmir polls
point to the old adage” much ado
about nothing” and this possibility
should not be allowed to happen
and spoil the whole elections which
people of J&K are enthusiastically
participating.

(The author is a
columnist, social and
KP activist)

Celebrate Festivals, but also follow these festive mantras to keep your body healthy

By: Vijay Garg

uring this period, people

D are neither able to con-
trol their eating habits

nor are they able to keep in
mind which thing is good for
their body and which is not.
During this period, fried food,
sweets and alcohol are con-
sumed extensively. When
there is such a variety of deli-
cious things to eat around, it
becomes a little difficult to take
care of health and digestion.
Some people consider their
stomach as a dustbin and
keep putting something or
the other in it throughout the
day. In suchAcidity, flatulence,
headache and sometimes
even heart attack can occur.
This heart attack is also called
festive heart syndrome, which
occurs due to excessive eating
and heat. Problem of over-
eating during festive season
Ravikant Chaturvedi, a doctor
of internal medicine in Ranchi,
says that the months of Octo-
ber, November and December
are festival months. The big-
gest problem during this time
is overeating, which causes
flatulence, acidity, food poison-
ing and related problems. Apart
from this, consuming excessive
amounts of alcoholThis also
leads to the problem of acidity
and gastritis. Consuming too
much alcohol increases the
sugar level, blood pressure or
cholesterol level in the blood
rapidly. This is especially seen
more in those people who are
already suffering from diabetes
and hypertension. Excessive
use of flour and sugar during
festivals There is a lot of use of
flour and sugar during festivals,

which is quite harmful for our
body. There is silver work on the
sweets, which is actually made
of aluminium. This is not good
for healthls. Apart from this, to
make sweets beautiful, artifi-
cial colors and chemical pre-
servatives are added to them,
which can damage the kidneys
and liver. Nowadays, there is a
trend of giving dry fruits or nuts
to friends or relatives instead of
sweets, which is a good option.
Food items are made in poison-
ous oil, there is a risk of heart
attack During festivals, sweets
or snacks made in shops are
repeatedly fried in burnt oil.
Oil gets converted into poison-
ous chemicals due to repeated
burning. Using cooking oil more
than three timesWhen ingested
it becomes carcinogenic. A car-
cinogen is an agent that causes
cancer. Apart from cancer,
blockage in heart veins, kidney
and liver diseases can occur.
Burnt oil increases low density
lipoprotein i.e. bad cholesterol
in the body. It increases heart
attack and heart stroke. Eating
burnt oil can cause throat irri-
tation and acidity. There is a
risk of obesity and diabetes.
Women who eat too much
sweets suffer from depression
National Institutes of HealthIn
a study, the effect of sugar was
seen on 69 thousand women.
Researchers found that women
who consumed more sugar
had a higher risk of depres-
sion. Whereas women who
took less sugar did not fall prey
to depression. These meth-
ods will maintain your health
during the festival Overeating:
How to control it Drink plenty
of water every now and then
throughout the day. Maintain

moisture in the body. If you
go somewhere to eat, first sit
down and eat at one place
only. Set a time to eat. putting
something in the mouth every
once in a whileDon’t stay. Do
not open food packets received
as gifts during festivals and sit
together. Eat only a little. Take
only any three food items in
your plate. Finally, have some
freshly prepared sweet or des-
sert. Alcohol: stay away or drink
fruit juice Any kind of alcohol
can cause harm. It is better to
stay away from it. If you want
to have a drink, have it only
after eating food. Be sure to
drink a glass of water between
two drinks. Instead of alco-
hol, have fruit juice or coconut
water. If your health is unstable
then do this the next dayWork
Adopt normal routine. Neither
eat fast nor less nor exercise
too much. Start the day with
a glass of water. If you have a
headache, eat banana. If you
have acidity or flatulence, you
can also eat Gulkand. Stay
away from market sweets,
take fiber in your diet Accord-
ing to doctors, during the fes-
tive season we get to eat only
puri-kachori, pakodas, snacks,
samosas etc. Stay away from
them once you eat them. Make
sure to use curd in your food.
Wherever you go, minimize
the amount of carbohydrates
in food.Take it. Apart from this,
take special care of the follow-
ing things- 1. Eat more fiber
and protein rich things. Eat
plenty of salad. 2. Most sweets
are made from milk, cream and
sugar. Instead, you can eat
sweets made from jaggery. 3.
Avoid market sweets. 4. Do not
leave regular exercise even

during festivals. 5. Keep drink-
ing plenty of water throughout
the day. Drink at least 8 glasses
of water. 6. Drink fresh home-
made juice, lemonade, salty
lassi, buttermilk, cucumber or
fruit juice or coconut water. 7.
Adequate sleep of 8 hoursS-
hould take. With this, the health
lost during festivals can be
regained. During the festival
season, some measures can
be adopted at home to improve
the condition of the body and
detoxify it. Detox your body like
this 1- Drink lemon in lukewarm
water as soon as you wake up
in the morning or soak mint in
water at night. Drink this water
throughout the day. 2-Take
fresh homemade juice, lem-
onade, salty lassi, buttermilk,
cucumber or fruit juice through-
out the day. 3-Do not eat any
solid food. Use only liquid. You
can take khichdi or porridge,
butNeither pulses nor pulses
are to be eaten. 4-Eat salad
of vegetables and fruits. If you
do not like raw vegetables or
fruits, then make juice, soup or
smoothie and drink it. 5-Do not
take dairy products like milk,
cheese. Take ginger and tur-
meric water. Eat fruits at regular
intervals. 6-Drink detox water.
To make this, keep chopped
mint, cucumber and lemon
in water overnight. Drink this
water little by little the next day.

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
Columnist Street Kaur

Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)




Top News of J&K

Jammu, Wednesday, October 02, 2024

LOCAL

5

AY“SH orgamses field VISII for students to IIISIIIIIIB ~ Kusht Mukti Abhiyan Rath launched
at Doda on Gandhl Jayanti

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, Oct 2:
to explore the High Alti-
tude Medicinal Plants,
a field visit was organ-
ised by the Department
of AYUSH Bhadarwah
for the Students of the
department of Botany
GDC Bhaderwah to the
Institute Of High Altitude
Medicinal Plants (IHAMP)
here at Thanthera in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of AYUSH Doda.

In this connection, a
press release said that
the objective of the field
visit was to provide the
students of Botany with
the hands-on experience
while enhancing knowl-
edge for medicinal plants.

“‘About 30 students
accompanied by
Dr.Ravinder Singh Rana
HoD Dept.of Botany, Dr.
Swarn Singh and Prof.
Yunis Rashid along with

Mission Statehood pays tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi

@) N ST ATPHQQB

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: On
October 2nd, Mission
Statehood paid rich floral
tributes to the Father of
the Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, on the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti. The
event also featured a
protest advocating for the
restoration of the Dogra
state and the immediate
resumption of the Darbar
move.

Sunil Dimple, President
of Mission Statehood, led
the tribute to Gandhi and
also honored Lal Baha-
dur Shastri. Speaking to
a large and diverse gath-
ering, which included
prominent scholars and
members of the Dogra
community, Dimple
pledged to resist what he
termed the “wrong com-
munal policies” of the
BJP, aiming to unify the
country against divisive
forces.

Dimple highlighted the
contributions of freedom
struggle heroes such as
Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose,
Bhagat Singh, and others,
asserting that their sacri-
fices forged the beautiful
nation of India. He criti-
cized political parties that
he alleged were dividing

Jodhamal students excel in J&K UT
Swimming Competition

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Inter-District UT Level
Swimming Competition,
organized under the aegis
of the Youth Services and
Sports Department, was
held recently at Jodha-
mal Public School. This
prestigious event saw
participation from various
schools across Jammu
and Kashmir, showcasing
the exceptional talents of
young swimmers in the
region.

The outstanding per-
formances by Jodhamal
Public School students
resulted in an impressive
medal tally of 32 medals
in various events and cat-
egories. The announce-
ment of the dates and
venue for the subsequent
level will be made soon by
the Youth Services and
Sports Department.

In the Under-19 Catego-
ry, Kartikeya Choudhary
bagged a Gold Medal
in 100-metre Butterfly
Stroke and a Silver Medal
in 50-metre Butterfly
Stroke, Priyum Jain won a
Gold Medal in 200-metre
Breast Stroke, two Silver
Medals, one each in
50-metre and 100-metre
Breast Stroke, Aditya
Pratap Singh won a Silver
Medal in 200-metre Free
Style and a Bronze Medal
in 100-metre Free Style,
Priyal Kapoor won a Gold

orther staff from Govt.
Degree College Bhad-
erwah visited the site
of IHAMP Garden at
Thanthera Bhaderwah,”
release said.

It added that the visit
was co-ordinated by
Dr.Iftkar Ahmed Malik-
Nodal Officer IHAMP
Bhaderwah who repre-
sented AYUSH. Dr Malik
informed the visitors with
a detail regarding the
functioning of the insti-
tute and the plants grow-
ing there.

Dr. Manjeet Singh- DNO
AHWCs Jammu Divi-

JEK S

the country along com-
munal lines, specifically
targeting the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for
its stance on Jammu and
Kashmir.

He described the BJP as
an “anti-J&K Dogra state
political party,” rejecting
its decisions made on
August 5 regarding the
abrogation of Articles 370
and 35A, and the transi-
tion of Jammu and Kash-
mir into a Union Territory.
Dimple argued that true
tributes to Gandhi would
involve the unification of
Ladakh, Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (POK), and
Gilgit-Baltistan, as well as
honoring the conditions
of accession laid out by
Maharaja Hari Singh.

Praising Maharaja Hari
Singh for introducing the
Darbar move, Dimple

Medal in 100-metre Free
Style, Tanisha Jaggi won
two Gold Medals, one
each in 50-metre and
100-metre Breast Stroke,
Avnee Aethmea won a
Gold Medal in 100-metre
Back Stroke and a Silver
Medal in 50-metre Back
Stroke whereas Adaliya
Narang won a Silver
Medal in 200-metre Free
Style and a Bronze Medal
in 100-metre Free Style.

In the Under-17 Cat-
egory, Vihan Goel won
two Gold Medals, one
each in 200-metre and
400-metre Free Style,
Mohd Ibriham won two
Silver Medals, one each
in 200-metre Free Style
and 100-metre Breast
Stroke, Prabhdeep Singh
bagged a Silver Medal
in 50-metre Free Style
and Divya Gupta got a
Gold Medal in 100-metre
Back Stroke and a Silver
Medal in 50-metre Breast
Stroke.

In the Under-14 Cat-
egory, Vivaan Yadav
won a Gold Medal in
100-metre Breast Stroke
and a Silver Medal in 100-
metre Butterfly Stroke.
Pragnay Sharma won a
Silver Medal in 400-metre
Free Style, Ayaansh
Gupta won a Bronze
Medal in 200-metre Free
Style, Riyan Choudhary
bagged a Silver Medal
in 50-metre Butterfly
Stroke, Riaan Mahajan

sion dlscussed the ben-
efits of medicinal plants
and scope in healthcare
and pharmacology. The
experts described the
utility of the institute,
garden and cultivation
procedures, release fur-
ther said.

“Students were
acquainted with the
garden showcasing dif-
ferent medicinal plant
species and were taken to
the sites where polygreen
house, dried seed culti-
vation and storage Unit
are located. Also Interac-
tive sessions were held

noted that it fostered
communal harmony and
trade among the regions
of Ladakh, Kashmir, and
Jammu, lamenting that
the current government
has disrupted this unity.

Dimple affirmed that the
mission for statehood and
the fight for rights, includ-
ing the reinstatement of
Articles 370 and 35A, will
continue vigorously. He
projected that the National
Conference would secure
40 MLA seats while the
BJP would win around 16
seats, according to recent
voting reports.

Other leaders present at
the event included Man-
jiet Anand, Sachin Soi,
Arjun, Anmol, Rupesh
Bhat, Divanshu, Rakesh
Singh, and Virjesh
Jamwal, among many
others.

won two Gold Medals,
one each in 50-metre
and 100-metre Back
Stroke, Advait Sharma
won a Bronze Medal in
50-metre Breast Stroke,
Hitanshi Yadav won a
Gold Medal in 50-metre
Back Stroke, Shranya
Sharma bagged a Silver
Medal in 200-metre Free
Style and Ananhita won a
Silver Medal in 50-metre
Breast Stroke.

Thus the total Medal
tally of Jodhamal stu-
dents stands at: 13 Gold
Medals, 15 Silver Medals
and 04 Bronze Medals.

The Trustee and Prin-
cipal of Jodhamal Public
School congratulated the
students and their coach-
es Pooja Bassan, Malkeet
Kour, Rajan Bakshi and
Romesh Chander for their
remarkable achievements
and dedication.

Their hard work and per-
severance have brought
pride to the school and
set a benchmark for
future competitions. The
school administration
expressed its gratitude to
the Youth Services and
Sports Department for
organizing this event and
providing a platform for
students to excel in swim-
ming. The event not only
highlighted the competi-
tive spirit among the par-
ticipants but also fostered
a sense of sportsmanship
and camaraderie.

by the experts on plant
identification, cultivation
techniques and usage,”
release informed.

It said that the Students
were provided detailed
knowledge regarding
cultivation, conservation
and preservation besides
post harvest techniques
of high Altitude medicinal
plants.

Later, Students also vis-
ited Seed Germ Plasma
Centre where different
kinds of seeds of High
altitude medicinal plants
have been stored under
controlled conditions.

Specific medicinal prop-
erties of the plants which
cater to the overall health-
care of humans and other
animals and importance
of natural way of medica-
tion were highlighted.

While expressing
gratitude to the Depart-
ment of AYUSH Bhadar-
wah, students and staff
on this occasion said,
“We are thankful to the
department of AYUSH
for organising such an
informative field trip that
has immensely added to
our knowledge through
practical on hand experi-
ence. We thank Director
AYUSH Dr Mohan Singh,
District AYUSH officer
Doda Dr Ajay Kumar
Tickoo and Principal
Degree College Bhadar-
wah as well as the coor-
dinating team for provid-
ing us this opportunity to
explore fascinating world
of Medicinal Plants”.

Rich Harvest celebrates
Gandhi Jayanti cum
Swachhata Diwas

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: Rich
Harvest School (RHS)
celebrated Gandhi Jay-
anti cum Swachhata
Diwas with Enthusiasm
and gaiety.

In a special assembly
rich tributes were paid to
the Mahatma via poetry
recitation and speeches.
The students participat-
ed in numerous activities
reaffirming the School’s
commitment to cleanli-
ness, community service
and the values espoused
by Mahatma Gandhi.

The staff and students
took a pledge to keep
their localities clean and
healthy.

To mark the occasion,
RHS Cadets descended

upon the Sarore Nehar
Park to clean it by collect-
ing trash and beautifying
it for the benefit of local
inhabitants.

The Head of the Insti-
tute Anita Bhatia urged
students to imbibe the
father of the Nation’s
teachings of peace and
non violence for the
progress and growth of
our great Nation.

8th Edition of Prabhat Pheri
scheduled for Oct 10-11in Katra

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 2: The
Jammu & Kashmir Asso-
ciation of Prabhat Pheri,
in collaboration with the
Department of Tourism,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, and the
District Administration, is
excited to announce the
8th edition of the annual
Prabhat Pheri, set to take
place on October 10 and
11, 2024.

Traditionally, Prabhat
Pheri processions are
held from the 2nd Navra-
tra until the festival’'s con-
clusion in Katra during
the auspicious Navratra
period. However, due to
the enforcement of the
Model Code of Conduct
ahead of upcoming elec-
tions, this year’s Navratra
celebrations have been
shortened. To main-

tain the festive spirit,
the Prabhat Pheri will
be celebrated on these
adjusted dates.

The procession will
follow a route starting
from the Bus Stand in
Katra, proceeding to Ban
Ganga Road, Chintamani
Mandir, CRPF Gate,
Main Bazaar, and return-
ing to the Bus Stand.

Since its inception in
2017, the Prabhat Pheri
has evolved into a cher-
ished tradition in Katra,
symbolizing devotion
and community spirit,
and attracting hundreds
of devotees and tourists.

All residents, pilgrims,
and visitors are warmly
invited to join this special
procession and celebrate
the divine festival of
Navratras with enthusi-
asm, despite the revised
schedule.

Rajan demands ban on
sale of non-veg during
Navratra Festival

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: Rajan
Gupta, the President of
Sarv Shakti Sena, Jammu
& Kashmir, has appealed
for a ban on the sale of
non-vegetarian products
during the sacred Navra-
tra festival. In his state-
ment, he emphasized the
importance of this Hindu
festival, which is celebrat-
ed with great reverence
across the region.

Rajan has requested the
Municipal Commissioner
and District Officers to
take immediate action in
implementing this ban to
honor the religious senti-
ments of the Hindu com-
munity during the festival

%

period. He expressed that
such a step would not
only respect the cultural
values of Hindus but also
maintain the sanctity of
the Navratras.

He further urged the
local authorities to
ensure that the environ-
ment during the festival
remains spiritually pure
and free from activities
that may hurt religious
feelings.

e AND TAL

Top News Report

DODA, Oct 2: To mark
the Gandhi Jayanti, the
Birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi, the Depart-
ment of Health under the
banner of District Leprosy
Society Doda conducted
the Kusht Mukti Abhiyan,
besides taking a pledge
on Cleanliness & Leprosy
at CMO Office Doda.

The programme was
held under the able
guidance of Chief Medi-
cal Officer Doda Dr Om
Kumar.

The purpose of the
event was to raise aware-
ness about cause, trans-
mission, sign and symp-
toms, treatment, preven-
tion of leprosy and social
stigma associated with
the disease among the
community.

On the occasion, the

- ey

Para Medlcal SuperV|-
sor Sh Surinder Singh
administered a pledge
to all the staff to main-
tain cleanliness in and
around their surround-
ings besides generated
awareness about the
Leprosy disease.
Medical Officer Lep-
rosy Unit Doda Dr Javed
Ahmed Parray, Mohd
Shafi Attu, staff of CMO,
Dy CMO and a large
number of students fom
ANMT Doda were pres-
ent on the occasion.
The speakers on this
occasion sensitized the
participants about the
symptoms, causes and
treatment of leprosy
and stressed upon the
staff to work with dedi-
cation in conducting the
survey with the hope that
an effective campaign
will help in detection of

hidden leprosy cases in
remote areas in the Dis-
trict.

They said that leprosy
is not contagious, has a
long incubation period
and its patients should
not be loathed or hated.
They stressed on its early
treatment as it is curable.

Later on, Dr Javed
Parray along with others
flagged off the Kusht
Mukt Abhiyan Rath as
a part of IEC, which
will aware the general
masses about the early
sign and symptoms of
leprosy.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment also enjoined upon
all the field staff to spread
mass awareness about
this disease in the com-
munity and to clear all the
misconception about the
leprosy disease from the
people.

Vishal Khatri Sabha hosts Bhandara

at Utterveni for Amavasya

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The Vishal Khatri Sabha
organized a Bhandara at Utterveni to
commemorate Amavasya, led by Presi-
dent Devender Seth. The event saw a
large turnout, highlighting the commu-
nity’s commitment to traditional rituals.

Amavasya is considered an auspicious
day for performing Shraddha rituals to
honor ancestors and conduct Kalasarpa
Dosha puja. Following the prayers and
rituals, Seth offered his prayers for peace
in Jammu and Kashmir, emphasizing that
such events foster unity and strengthen

community bonds.

Seth urged attendees to remain con-
nected to their cultural roots and actively
observe these rituals to preserve heri-
tage. He noted the historical richness of
Jammu, mentioning its temples, palaces,
and water bodies that, if developed, could
attract visitors nationwide.

He stressed the importance of unity,
harmony, and peace among the people
of Jammu and Kashmir, encouraging a
collective effort to isolate divisive forces
that threaten communal harmony. Seth
called for a spirit of selflessness and righ-

teousness, fundamental to all religions,

asserting that only through unity can

society counteract hate and promote a
pluralistic ethos.

He particularly urged the youth to play
a proactive role in this endeavor, warning
that religious polarization poses a signifi-
cant threat to the region’s stability.

Gandhian Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studles celebrates Gandh1 J ayantl_

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Gandhian Centre for
Peace and Conflict Stud-
ies at GGM Science Col-
lege, Jammu, marked the
155th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi with a
series of events aimed at
commemorating his life,
principles, and enduring
legacy.

The entire program
was organized under
the patronage of the
esteemed principal, Dr.
Romesh Kumar Gupta,
and the convenor of the
centre, Dr. Seema Gan-
dotra.

The day began with a
solemn prayer meeting to
honor the Father of the
Nation, reminding partici-
pants of Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s lifelong commitment
to truth, non-violence,
and selfless service to
humanity. The prayer ser-
vice was followed by the

screening of a movie on
Mahatma Gandhi’s life,
providing students with a
deeper understanding of
his role in India’s freedom
struggle and the power of
non-violent resistance.

A large number of stu-
dents participated enthu-
siastically, pledging to
resolve conflicts peace-
fully and promote harmo-
ny in their daily lives. The
event aimed to inspire
the younger generation
to adopt Gandhian prin-
ciples in fostering a com-
passionate and peaceful
society.

In his address, Dr.
Romesh Kumar Gupta,
Principal of GGM Sci-
ence College, empha-
sized the relevance of
Gandhian philosophy in
today’s world, underscor-
ing the need for a revival
of these values to create
a more peaceful and
harmonious society. He
called upon students to

take up the responsibility
of extending selfless ser-
vice to their communities
and nation, highlighting
the importance of char-
acter building, morals,
and virtues in personal
and societal growth.

Dr. Seema Gandotra,
Convenor of the Gandhi-
an Centre, spoke on the
inspiring life of Mahatma
Gandhi, encouraging
future initiatives to raise
awareness of the impor-
tance of Gandhian values
in contemporary times.
She also emphasized
the need for more such
events to engage youth
in discussions about
peace and non-violence.
Earlier, the event began
with a welcome address
by Dr. Shalini Sharma,
and was coordinated by
Prof. Mehnaz Bano. The
formal vote of thanks was
presented by Prof. Sunita
Kumari, bringing the suc-
cessful event to a close.
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This Gandhi Jayanti, celebrate the great man and
the values |IE chammoned Wllll these films...

Gandhi Jayanti, a day to mark
the enduring values that the
Mahatma championed — truth,
non-violence, and the profound
power of simplicity. The man on
our currency is as ubiquitous on
the screen. Some biographical,
others fictional — filmmakers
love for Gandhi continues to
grow.

Here’s a list of films and sto-
ries that celebrate the man who
taught how ‘In a gentle way, you
can shake the world'.

Gandhi

After being unjustly thrown out
of afirst-class train compartment
despite holding a valid ticket,
Gandhi is spurred into action,
sparking his lifelong commit-
ment to justice. The 1982 Ben
Kingsley-starrer masterpiece,
directed by Richard Attenbor-
ough, engagingly captures his
early victories setting up the
stage for his iconic role as a
leader who would change the
course of history.

The Making of the Mahatma

Directed by Shyam Benegal,
The Making of Mahatma, which
was released in 1996, offers a
look at the transformative years
of Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi’s life in South Africa. It
captures the complex and turbu-
lent journey of a young Gandhi
that shaped his philosophy of
non-violence. It's a powerful
portrayal of how a single man’s
resolve and courage ignited a
revolution.

Gandhi, My Father

Govinda to be shifted from ICU to ward, wife

Women like us must stand up for

His triumph changed the world forever.

COLUMBIA PICTURES in
GOLDCREST FiLALS NAY

=
INTERNATIONAL FILM INVESTORS

ot

s
Present
RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH'’S FILM “GANDHI”
Starring BEN KINGSLEY as The Mahatma
$=CANDICE BERGEN EDWARD FOX JOHN GlELGUD
STUART CRAIG JOHN BL BLOOM TF.RENCE ACLEGG RANID DUBE _RAvI SHANI(AR GEORGE FENTON
BILLY WILLIAMS.BSC. RONNIETAYLOR BSC. MICHAEL STANLEY-EVANS JOHN BRILEY
Probuco sed Daccid by
RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH

Ry
The 2007 Indian biographi-
cal drama film by Feroz Abbas
Khan gives an intimate look
into the complex and strained
relationship between Mahatma

TREVOR HOWARD JOHN MILIS MARTIN SHEEN

Gandhi and his son Harilal. Far
from the typical portrayal of the
revered leader, this film dives
into the personal struggles and
conflicting ideologies that tore a

father and son apart.

Lage Raho Munna Bhai

The 2006 Rajkumar Hirani
directorial, this Sanjay Dutt -
Arshad Warsi satirical comedy
revived an interest in Gandhism
under a new label - Gandhigiri.
Relatable and hip, here Gandhi
in a gangster’s imagination led
to a blockbuster.

Gandhi Godse — Ek Yudh

The 2023 Rajkumar Santoshi-
directorial fictionalises Gandhi
being saved despite Godse’s
bullet. How the two serving time
together in prison engage in
multiple debates and arguments
and get to understand each
other is the core of this Deepak
Antani-Chinmay Mandlekar film.

Maine Gandhi Ko Nahin Mara

Another fictional drama fol-
lows a retired professor Uttam
Chaudhary’s (played by
Anupam Kher), who believes he
killed Gandhi accidentally while
playing with a toy gun that had
real bullets. The film won laurels
for Kher and Urmila Matondkar,
who played Prof Chaudhary’s
daughter

Upcoming show

Hansal Mehta is helming a
three-season web series on
Gandhi with actor Pratik Gandhi
playing the titular role.

Book mark

If movies not style, you can
tap into audio books - Gandhi’s
Story, Mahatma Gandhi: The
Father of the Nation and Hind
Swaraj are some of the titles
available on Audible.

Guru Randhawa on
Shahkot backlash

Singer and actor Guru
Randhawa, who is gear-
ing up for the release

of his upcoming movie
Shahkot, has addressed
the controversy sur-

rounding protestors
burning the film’s post-
ers due to concerns that
it supports Pakistan.
He expressed that the
public’s perceptions are
largely based on their
initial reactions to the
trailer, emphasising the
importance of under-
standing the film’s true
narrative before jumping
to conclusions.

Recently, the Shiv
Sena Punjab had organ-
ised a protest against
the release of the film
Shahkot. During the
demonstration, the
protesters had burned
posters of the film, and
chanted slogans against
Pakistan.

Reacting to the same,
Guru, who was present
in Delhifor the promo-
tions of the film, said,
“Jab tak aap mujhse
mile nahi ho as an
artiste aap kuch bhi
perception bana sakte
ho. Jo log iska virodh
kar rahe hain unko lag
raha hai ki ye film ek
alag direction me ja rahi
hai.” (Unless you meet
me as an artiste you can
create any perception
about me. Those who
are opposing it feel that
this film is going in a dif-
ferent direction.)

the vulnerable and the exploited,
says Tisca Chopra

Seventeen years on
and Tisca Chopra still
loves to bring Taare
Zameen Par into her
conversation. Not just
because the Aamir
Khan-directorial was
India’s official entry to
the Academy Awards
that year and got her
the top awards and a
score of nominations
for her portrayal of Maya
Awasthy, but for the les-
sons the movie imparted
and the message it con-
veyed. The film, overall,
made a deep impact on
her as a person.

Tisca revived the
memory of the beautiful
film during her interac-
tion with the students
of Chitkara University
recently. Among other
topics like work-life bal-
ance, parenting, integra-
tion of theatre in educa-
tion and mental health,
she spoke about how
being part of the heart-
warming story of a dys-
lexic child moved her,
and made her sensitive
to other people’s needs
and desires.

This trait has been
ingrained in her per-
sona. She is not just
sensitive towards
others’ needs, but vocal
too when the situation
demands. She recently
condemned the Kolka-
ta rape case in strong
words. “As the mother
of a young girl, how
do | feel when another
woman is raped? An
‘independent’, educat-
ed working woman at
her place of work, after
working a 36-hour shift.
A doctor,” she wrote in
her post. Earlier, she had
spoken on the exploita-
tion of women in the film
industry. Her outbursts
brought her admiration
and ire from her frater-
nity in equal measure.
During an informal chit-
chat, she tells us about
her activism, both online
and on ground. “To be
silent when such a hei-
nous crime is committed
against a woman, will
be no less than a crime.
Women like us, who are
educated and have a
voice, must stand up for
the vulnerable and the

exploited. Most of the
times we remain silent
thinking our solitary
voice will get drowned in
the cacophony of trolls,
but speak we must!
Even if a few listen to
what we have to say and
amplify that voice, that’s
enough. A small step
toward the right direc-
tion is what | am aiming
for,” she says.

Does she harbour any
political ambition? “No,
not at all,” she clears
her stand. “Let’s say, as
a mother of a growing
girl, I am trying to bring
a change in society so
that my daughter feels
safe.”

At the mention of her
daughter’s name, Tara,
the conversation veers
to the territory of moth-
erhood. And that brings
us to her Insta reels on
cooking. “I'm not very
fond of cooking. My tryst
with pots and pans start-
ed during the lockdown
as there was no other
alternative. Now, | cook
for my daughter. | love to
try out new dishes and
surprise her. That's my
way of showing my love,
| guess,” she says.

While her love for pots
and pans is a now-off-
now-on affair, her love
for storytelling is only
getting intense by the
day. Her cinematic

journey has certainly
crossed a milestone as
she just turned direc-
tor for a movie, Saali
Mohabbat. “The story is
the heart of film-making
and | have always loved
telling or backing a good
story,” she says, refer-
ring to her earlier ven-
ture, a short film titled
Chutney, which she
wrote and produced.

How does it feel to
wear the director’s hat
for a film, a thriller no
less! “I love thrillers...
Pataal Lok, Kohhra, you
name it. When | locked
down on the script, |
thought ‘mazze karte
hain’. Having Manish
Malhotra on board as
the producer added to
the fun factor.”

Has she taken inspira-
tion from her favourite
thrillers, or the latest web
show Murder Mubarak,
in which she played a
prominent role?

“I am not going to say
anything about the film.
It's for the audience to
find out whether they
see glimpses of other
thrillers in it when they
watch Saali Mohabbat.
In fact, | would like them
to tell me whether they
see the story through a
male gaze or a female
gaze...” she leaves it at
that, to keep the sus-
pense building.

Sunita Ahuja shares his health update

Actor Govinda’s wife Sunita
Ahuja on Wednesday morn-
ing visited Criticare Hospital
to check on her husband, who
sustained a bullet injury on the
leg from his revolver.

Sunita Ahuja shared Govin-
da’s health update, saying he is
“better” and will be discharged
in two days.

“He is better. We will admit him
to the normal ward today. He
is much better than yesterday.
He will be discharged the day
after tomorrow. With everyone’s
blessings, he has recovered...
He has a great fan following, so
people are praying for him...|
would like to tell the fans to not
panic, he is fine,” she said.

The incident took place around
4:45 am on Tuesday when Gov-

inda’s licenced revolver acci-
dentally discharged while he
was putting it back in the cuPun-
jaboard, according to Mumbai
Police. He was preparing to
leave for Kolkata at the time.
Govinda’s manager, Shashi

Sinha, told agency over the
phone, “Govinda was getting
ready to leave for Kolkata and
was putting his licenced revolver
back in the cuPunjaboard when
it slipped from his hand, and the
gun went off, hitting him in the

leg.

The doctor has removed
the bullet, and his condition is
stable. He is still in the hospi-
tal.” Hours after the incident,
Govinda, in an audio message,
thanked the doctor who treated
him and his well-wishers.

“Hello, this is Govinda. With
the blessings of my fans, my
parents and God, | am doing
better now. | was hit by a bullet,
which has now been removed. |
thank the doctor here, Dr Agar-
wal ji. | thank all of you for your
prayers,” Govinda said in Hindi
in the audio message.

Soon after learning about the
incident, director David Dhawan
and veteran actor Shatrughan
Sinha came to the hospital to
inquire about Govinda’s health.

Coldplay hints at retirement amid black
marketing of concert tickets in India

Coldplay announces retire-
ment amid black marketing of
concert tickets in India; cites
‘Less is More’ philosophy

The highly-anticipated Cold-
play concert in Mumbai in Janu-
ary 2025 has been marred by
concerns about black marketing
ticketing scams, as millions of
fans struggle for tickets.

The band has three shows at
the DY Patil Stadium in Navi
Mumbai on January 18, 19
and 21 next year as part of its
“Music of the Spheres World
Tour 2025”.

Chris Martin, lead singer of
Coldplay said the British band
plans to release 12 “proper
albums” out of which it has
already put out 10, including the
upcoming “Moon Music”.

The five-member group, also
comprising guitarist Jonny

e .

Buckland, bassist Guy Berry-
man, drummer and percussion-
ist Will Champion, and manager
Phil Harvey, is currently on its
“Music of the Spheres World
Tour”.

In an interview with Apple
Music’s Zane Lowe, Martin said
it's important to set a “limit” to
what Coldplay needs to do as
a group.

“We are only going to do 12
proper albums, and that's real...
because less is more. And for
some of our critics, even less
would be even more. It's really
important that we have that limit.

“There’s only 12 and a half
Beatles albums. There’s about
the same Bob Marley, so all of
our heroes. And also having
that limit means that the quality
control is so high right now, and
for a song to make it, it's almost

impossible, which is great,” the
47-year-old said.

His comments hark back to a
2021 interview Martin gave to
BBC Radio 2 in which he said
that Coldplay will stop record-
ing new music in 2025, adding
the band will only tour then and
maybe “do some collaborative
things”.

Coldplay, known for songs
such as “Yellow”, “The Scien-
tist”, “Clocks”, “Fix You”, “Para-
dise”, “A Sky Full Of Stars” and
“Magic”, was formed in London
back in 1997.

In the new interview, Martin
said the members are trying to
improve day-by-day instead of
“coasting” at this stage of the
band’s career.

“That will always continue in
some way, but there’s some-
thing about the Coldplay thing.
| don’t know where the songs
come from. | don’t know where
the ideas come from, but that’s
just been coming to me for about
four or five years now.

“Like, “You have to finish like
this,” and | trust that just like
| trust the songs. So if we do
something together after that
creatively beyond touring, then
it'll be something different, or
it'll be a side thing, or it'll be a
compilation of things we hadn’t
finished,” he added.

Another reason why the singer
wants to retire from making

albums is because he wants to
give “the others some of their life
for themselves”.

“l don’t want to be, when we’re
60, be like, ‘Will, we need you.
Come on! We can do better than
this!”

According to Martin, the quin-
tet is having more fun now “than
ever’.

“Because of getting older,
because of Covid, because of
everything going on in the world,
because of how lucky we know
we are, because of the places
we get to go, because of the
optimism that it gives us to see
all different kinds of people
gathering together, because of
songs that arrive from nowhere,
because we go at a slower pace.
All these things mean that we
love it,” he said.

Coldplay’s “Music of the
Spheres World Tour” -- which
began in 2022 in San Jose,
Costa Rica -- will also come to
India to perform three shows in
Mumbai in January. The tour
will conclude on September 8,
2025, with a show in London.

The Mumbai police have
recorded the statement of the
chief operating officer of online
ticket aggregator BookMyShow
in connection with a complaint
alleging black marketing of
tickets for shows of British rock
band Coldplay, an official said.
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President Murmu Pays
Trillute To Gamlhi, Shastri On

NEW DELHI, Oct
2 (Agencies): Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
on Wednesday paid
tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi and India’s
second prime minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri on
their birth anniversary.

“On behalf of all citi-
zens, | pay my humble
tribute to the Father of
the Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi on his 155th
birth anniversary,” she
said in a post on X.

The president, in
another post, said
Shastri presented high-
est ideals of simplicity,
honesty and patriotism

throughout his life.

“On the birth anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Shri Lal Baha-
dur Shastri, | pay my
humble tribute to him,”
she said.

“Shastri ji presented
the highest ideals of
simplicity, honesty and

x -
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patriotism through-
out his life. Under his
strong leadership, India
achieved economic,
strategic and other
successes. Let us take
inspiration from his life
and pledge to build a
strong India,” Murmu
said in the post in Hindi.

Centre committed to tribal development, projects
worth rs 83,700 crore to boost growth: PM Modi

HAZARIBAG, Oct 2 (Agencies): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday
unveiled development projects worth over
Rs 83,700 crore in Jharkhand, reaffirming
his government’s commitment to the state’s
progress.

He emphasised the importance of tribal
development, stating that Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s vision for this demographic is “our
asset.”

Modi launched the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan, which will be imple-
mented at a cost of Rs 79,150 crore, aimed
at ensuring comprehensive and holistic
development for tribal communities across
the country.

“Mahatma Gandhi’s vision for tribal devel-
opment is our asset, he (Mahatma Gandhi)
believed that India can develop only when
tribal communities will develop. BJP gov-
ernment accords top priority to tribal devel-
opment and Rs 80,000 crore will be spent
on Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan to develop 65,000 tribal villages,”
he said.

Rays of development are now reaching
remote tribal villages, he said.

The Prime Minister expressed his grati-

tude for being part of Jharkhand’s develop-
ment journey.

According to a statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office, the Dharti Aaba Janjati-
ya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan will benefit over
5 crore tribals in 549 districts across 30
states and Union Territories. The scheme
aims to address critical gaps in social infra-
structure, health, education, and livelihood
through 25 interventions carried out by 17
central ministries and departments.

Modi also inaugurated and laid the foun-
dation stones for multiple projects under the
PM Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan
(PM-JANMAN), valued at over Rs 1,360

crore.

These include the construction of more
than 1,380 km of roads, 120 anganwadi
centres , 250 multi-purpose centres, and
10 school hostels.

Additionally, the Prime Minister announced
the electrification of over 75,800 house-
holds belonging to Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTG) in around 3,000 vil-
lages.

Other initiatives include the operation-
alisation of 275 mobile medical units, 500
anganwadi centres, establishment of 250
Van Dhan Vikas Kendras, and the provision
of piped water (Nal se Jal) to more than
5,550 PVTG villages.

“l had come to Jamshedpur from where |
had launched several schemes. Beneficia-
ries got pucca homes,” he said.

This is Modi’s second visit to Jharkhand
in about a fortnight where elections to the
81-member assembly are due with the
tenure of the present Vidhan Sabha set to
expire on January 5.

Notable attendees at the event included
Union Ministers Jual Oram, Annapurna
Devi, and Sanjay Seth besides Jharkhand
Governor Santosh Kumar Gangwar.

Centre seeks report over ‘Kashmir azadi’ slogans
at RG Kar protest rally Sources

KOLKATA, Oct 2
(Agencies): The Centre
has sought a report
from the West Bengal
government regarding
the alleged chanting of
‘Kashmir Mange Azadi’
(Kashmir wants free-
dom) slogans at a rally
organised to protest
the rape and murder of
a trainee doctor at RG
Kar Medical Centre and
Hospital, sources told
agency on Wednesday.

As many as 15-20
participants of the rally,
who allegedly raised the
controversial slogans,
have also been identi-
fied by the Intelligence
Bureau (IB), sources in
the Union Home Minis-

try added.

A major controversy
broke out after a video
went viral on social
media in which some
unidentified people were
heard raising “Kashmir

Mange Azadi” slogans.

After the video went
viral, the Kolkata Police
filed a case under Sec-
tions 152 (related to
actions that threaten
the sovereignty, unity,

IAF helicopter makes emergency
landing in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur

Senior Superintendent of Police Rakesh Kumar says the

helicopter was coming from adjoining Darbhanga after
air-dropping relief material

MUZAFFARPUR, Oct
2 (Agencies): An Indian
Air Force helicopter
made an emergency
landing in Muzaffar-
pur district of Bihar
on Wednesday after it
developed a snag, offi-
cials said.

Senior Superintendent
of Police Rakesh Kumar
said the helicopter was
coming from adjoining
Darbhanga after air-
dropping relief material.

“The helicopter made
an emergency landing
in a water-logged area
in Aurai block. All the
occupants were |AF
personnel and they

were pulled out by
locals by the time offi-
cials reached the spot,”
said the SSP.

District Magistrate
Subrat Kumar Sen
said, “All four occu-

pants appear safe and
unharmed. However,
as a precaution, they
are being taken to a
local hospital for check-
up and treatment, if
required.”

4 of family found dead inside Nagpur
house, suicide note recovered

NAGPUR, Oct 2
(Agencies): A couple
and their two sons were
found dead at their
home in Maharash-
tra’s Nagpur district on
Wednesday morning,
with police suspecting it
to be a case of suicide.

A purported suicide
note found in the house
pointed to the family
being under stress due
to the arrest of one of
the sons in a fraud case,

a Nagpur rural police
official said.

Some neighbours
noticed unusual silence
at the family’s residence
at Mowad village and
alerted police.

When the police broke
open the house door,
the four family mem-
bers were found hang-
ing from ceiling hooks,
the official said.

The deceased have
been identified as

retired teacher Vijay
Madhukar Pachori (68),
his wife Mala (55) and
their sons Ganesh (38)
and Deepak (36), the
police official said.

A purported suicide
note recovered from
the premises indicated
the family was under
immense stress due to
Ganesh’s arrest earlier
this year in a fraud case
registered at Pandhurna
police station in Madhya
Pradesh, he said.

The note had the
signatures of the four
family members, the
official said.

The Narkhed police
have registered a case
of accidental death and
are conducting further
investigation into the
matter, he added.

or integrity of India)
and 285 (related to the
safety of people in public
places such as public
roads) of the Bharatiya
Nyay Sanhita (BNS).
The rally was organ-

ised in the Jadavpur
area of Kolkata seeking
justice for the trainee
doctor who was raped
and murdered on August
9. The incident sparked
a wave of protests by
healthcare professionals
across India, demand-
ing guidelines for their
safety at workplaces.

According to sources,
the organisers of the
rally are also likely to
be summoned by the
Kolkata Police, sources
informed agency.

The ruling Trinamool
Congress in West
Bengal condemned the
purported video, saying
that Kashmir was an
internal part of India.

PM Modi pays tribute to Mahatma

Gandhi, Lal Bahadur Shastri on
birth anniversary

NEW DELHI, Oct 2
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday (October
2, 2024) paid tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi, the
most iconic figure of
India’s freedom move-
ment, on his birth anni-
versary.

In a post on X, Modi
said the revered Bapu’s
life and ideals based
on truth, harmony and
equality would always
be an inspiration for the
country’s people.

Mahatma Gandhi,
hailed as the father of
the nation, steadfastly

followed the principles of
truth and non-violence,
inspiring generations of
politicians and activists
around the world.

PM Modi also paid
tribute to India’s second
Prime Minister, Lal
Bahadur Shastri, who
was also born on this
day.

“He dedicated his life
to the country’s soldiers,
farmers and pride,” PM
Modi said of Shastri,
who raised the slogan
“Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan”
and whose simplicity
and honesty earned him
wide respect.

Andhra Pradesh deputy CM Pawan Kalyan

renounces 11-day penance at Tirumala

TIRUPATI, Oct 2
(Agencies): Andhra
Pradesh deputy chief
minister Pawan Kalyan
on Wednesday visited
the Tirumala temple
here and renounced
his 11-day penance
(Prayaschitta Deekhsa),
which he undertook to
atone for the alleged
sins of the previous
YSRCP government at
the hill shrine.

The deputy chief min-
ister was accompa-
nied by his daughters
Aadhya Konidela and
Palina Anjani Konidela.

“Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan who
undertook an 11-day
penance for the pro-
tection of Sanatana
Dharma (Hinduism) vis-

ited Sri Venkateswara
Swamy on Wednesday
and renounced his pen-
ance,” said an official
press release.

During his visit, the
deputy chief minister
carried ‘Varahi Decla-
ration’ book with him to
the deity, the contents of
which he will reveal in a

India calls for
restraint as tensions
escalate in West Asia

NEW DELHI, Oct 2
(Agencies): In its first
reaction to fresh escala-
tion of tensions in West
Asia, India on Wednes-
day called for restraint
by all sides and said the
conflict must not take a
wider regional dimen-
sion.

India’s comments
came a day after Iran
fired around 200 mis-
siles into lIsrael in
response to lIsrael’s
killing of Hezbollah chief
Hassan NAmritsarallah
and other commanders
of the militant outfit.

New Delhi said it is
deeply concerned over
the escalating security

situation in West Asia
and called for address-
ing all issues through
“dialogue and diplo-
macy”.

“We are deeply con-
cerned at the escalation
of the security situation
in West Asia and reiter-
ate our call for restraint
by all concerned and
protection of civilians,”
the Ministry of External
Affairs said.

“It is important that
the conflict doesn’t take
a wider regional dimen-
sion and we urge that
all issues be addressed
through dialogue and
diplomacy,” it said in a
statement.

meeting in Tirupati on
Thursday.

“Deputy Chief Minister
and Janasena presi-
dent Pawan Kalyan had
Tirumala Srivari (deity)
darshanam (visit) today.
Pawan Kalyan took
Varahi Declaration book
along with him,” said a
Janasena press release.

Currently, Kalyan is
on a three-day visit to
the temple. Following
his visit to the deity, the
Janasena founder had
lunch at MatrAmritsari
Tarigonda Vengama-
mba Nitya Annadana
(blessed food) centre.

Before visiting the
temple, Kalyan’s young-
est daughter, Palina
Anjani Konidela, gave a
declaration at Tirumala
temple that she has faith
in Lord Venkateswara.

Palina Anjani Konidela
is reportedly a non-Hin-
du and Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) -
the official custodian
of Sri Venkateswara
temple in Tirupati - rules
mandate that non-Hin-
dus have to declare their

faith in the deity before
making a visit to the
temple.

“Palina Anjani Konide-
la gave the declaration
for Srivari (deity) visit in
Tirumala. She signed
the documents provided
by TTD staff. As Palina
Anjani is a minor, her
father Pawan Kalyan
also endorsed the docu-
ments,” said a Janasena
press release.

The declaration
assumes significance
as BJP leaders and sev-
eral Hindu outfits had
demanded that YSRCP
chief YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, a Christian, has
to issue a similar decla-
ration before his recent
cancelled visit to the
temple.

Schoolboy dies after being hit by
excavator in Kolkata s Bansdroni

KOLKATA Oct 2
(Agencies): A class 9
student was killed as
an excavator allegedly
hit him in south Kolka-
ta’s Bansdroni area on
Wednesday morning,
police said.

The boy was on the
way to his tuition class-
es when the accident

happened near Dinesh
Nagar auto stand, they
said.

He was taken to the
Bangur Hospital in Tolly-
gunge by locals and
doctors there declared
him dead.

Following the acci-
dent, locals protested,
alleging that the acci-

dent happened because
of the deplorable condi-
tion of the road, which
had not been repaired
for long.

They also alleged that
police arrived late at the
spot after the accident.

Some people also
vandalised the excava-
tor that was involved in
the accident.

Kolkata Municipal
Corporation’s ward 113
councillor Anita Kar
Majumder said road
repair work was going
on in the area following
underground drainage
work.

The boy was hit by the
rear arm of the excava-
tor, she said.
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Iran fires nearly 200 missiles at Israel, world condemns

WASHINGTON, Oct 2
(Agencies): The Iranian mis-
sile attack on Israel appears
to have been defeated and
ineffective, US President Joe
Biden said, hours after Tehran
fired nearly 200 missiles at
Israel.

The lIsraeli military report-
edly said there were no news
of injuries from the attack.

Speaking to reporters at the
White House, Biden said, “At
my direction, the United States
military actively supported the
defence of Israel. We are still
assessing the impact but,
based on what we know, the
attack appears to have been
defeated and ineffective and
this is a testament to Israeli
military capability... (Itis) also
a testament to intensive plan-
ning (between) the United
States and Israel to anticipate
and defend against a brazen
attack.” “Make no mistake,
the United States is fully sup-
portive of Israel. And | just
spent the morning and part of
the afternoon in the situation
room, meeting with my whole
national security team... The
national security team, as |
said, is in constant contact
with Israeli officials and coun-
terparts...,” he added.

Biden directed the US military
to aid Israel's defence against
Iranian attacks and shoot down
missiles targeting the country,
the White House said.

While most of the missiles
were destroyed before reach-
ing their target, some did impact
and cause minimal damage, the
Pentagon press secretary Major
General Patrick S Ryder said.

Two Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers -- the USS Cole and
USS Bulkeley -- deployed in the
eastern Mediterranean fired a
dozen interceptors at the incom-
ing Iranian ballistic missiles as

X

added.

Condemning the attack, Vice-
President Kamala Harris said, “I
condemn this attack unequivo-
cally. | am clear-eyed -- Iran is
a destabilising, dangerous force
in the Middle East and today’s
attack on lIsrael only further
demonstrates that fact.” Iran is
not only a threat to Israel but
also to American personnel in
the region, American interests,
and innocent civilians across the
region who suffer at the hands
of Iran based and backed terror-
ist proxies, she added.

“We will never hesitate to take
whatever action is necessary to
defend US forces and interests
against Iran and Iran-backed
terrorists. And we will continue
to work with our allies and part-
ners to disrupt Iran’s aggres-
sive behaviour and hold them
accountable,” Harris said.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken noted that this was
Iran’s second direct attack on
Israel in five months.

“This is totally unacceptable
and the entire world should con-
demn it,” he said.

“Initial reports suggest that
Israel, with the active support
of the United States and other

partners, effectively defeated
this attack. We have demon-
strated, once again, our com-
mitment to Israel’s defence. We
will remain in very close touch
with Israel and other partners in
the region in the hours and days
ahead,” Blinken said.

National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan told reporters that the
US military coordinated closely
with the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) to help defend lIsrael
against the attack.

“Based on what we know at
this point, this attack appears to
have been defeated and ineffec-
tive. This was first and foremost
the result of the professionalism
of the IDF but in no small part
because of the skilled work of
the US military and meticulous
joint planning in anticipation of
the attack,” he said.

“We are also aware of reports
of a terrorist attack in Jaffa that
took the lives of a number of
Israeli civilians and wounded
several others today. Our con-
dolences go out to the families
of the victims and to the family
of the Palestinian civilian in Jeri-
cho...,” he added.

Sullivan further said the US
would consult with the Israelis
on the next steps in terms of the

response.

Before and during the attack,
US Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin spoke with his Israeli
counterpart Yoav Gallant, said
Ryder.

“He reaffirmed the United
States’ ironclad commitment to
the defence of Israel and under-
scored that the US remains well-
postured throughout the Middle
East region to protect US forces
and defend lIsrael in the face
of threats from Iran and Iran-
backed terrorist organisations,”
he said.

Former president Donald
Trump, on the other hand,
blamed the Biden administra-
tion for the attack.

“The world is on fire and spiral-
ling out of control. We have no
leadership, no one running the
country. We have a non-existent
president in Joe Biden, and a
completely absent Vice-Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, who is too
busy fundraising in San Francis-
co... Nooneisincharge and itis
not even clear who is more con-
fused: Biden or Kamala. Neither
has any idea what is even going
on,” he said in a statement.

“When | was president, Iran
was in total check. They were
starved for cash, fully con-
tained, and desperate to make
a deal. Kamala flooded them
with American cash and, ever
since, they have been exporting
terror all over... Under ‘President
Trump,” we had no war in the
Middle East, no war in Europe,
and Harmony in Asia, no infla-
tion, no Afghanistan catastro-
phe. Instead, we had peace.
Now, war or the threat of war is
raging everywhere and the two
incompetents running this coun-
try are leading us to the brink
of World War Ill. You would not
trust Joe or Kamala to run a lem-
onade stand, let alone lead the
free world,” Trump said.

2 explosions rock the area around
the Israeli Embassy in Copenhagen

COPENHAGEN, Oct
2 (Agencies): Police in
the Danish capital said
two predawn explosions
took place Wednesday in
the vicinity of the Israeli
Embassy in Copen-
hagen, prompting the
nearby Jewish school to
close for the day.

Police said no one
had been injured and
they were investigating
whether there was a
link between the blasts
at around 3:20 a.m. and
the Israeli diplomatic mis-
sion, which is close to
several other embassies.

They declined to say
whether anyone had
been arrested.

Heavily armed officers,
search dogs and forensic
teams were inspecting
the area which had been
cordoned off.

Copenhagen’s Jewish
school, Carolineskolen,
which is just down the
street from the embas-

sy, was already due to
remain closed on Thurs-
day and Friday for the
Jewish New Year holi-
days, Michael Rachlin, a
spokesperson for Den-
mark’s Jewish commu-
nity told agency.

There will also be extra
security around the main
synagogue in down-
town Copenhagen, the
Jewish community said
in a statement. Com-
munity chairman Henrik
Goldstein wrote that he
“would like to encourage
people to be aware when
moving in public spaces.”

“And be critical of what
you hear on social media
and rumors,” he wrote,
adding that “there is no
reason to refrain from
participating in Jewish
life.”

Police refused to give
details about the intensity
of the reported blasts or
the damage they may
have caused.

Denmark’s Justice Min-
ister Peter Hummelgaard
told broadcaster TV2 that
the incident was “inher-
ently serious,” adding it
was too early to say any-
thing about a motive.

On Tuesday night, the
area around the Israeli
Embassy in Stockholm
was also closed off
after a loud bang was
reported. Police later
announced that findings
from the scene indicated
that the embassy was hit
by bullets. No one has
been arrested, they said.

Swedish broadcaster
TV4 said that a weapon
and an empty shell
casing had been found
at or near the embassy.
Sweden’s domestic
security agency told the
news agency that it was
not conducting a prelimi-
nary investigation linked
to Tuesday’s incident in
Stockholm and referred
to the ordinary police.

France’s Macron slams Iran’s attacks on
Israel, urges Hezbollah to stop violence
&

PARIS, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): French President
Emmanuel Macron said
he strongly condemns
Iran’s new attacks on
Israel, adding that, in a
sign of its commitment
to Israel’s security it has
mobilised its military

resources in the Middle
East on Wednesday.
Macron reiterated
France’s demand that
Hezbollah cease its ter-
rorist actions against
Israel and its popula-
tion, the French Presi-
dency said in a state-

ment.

Macron also wished
for Lebanon’s sover-
eignty and territorial
integrity to be reinstated
in strict compliance with
United Nations Security
Council resolutions, the
presidency statement
added.

Iran said early on
Wednesday that its mis-
sile attack on Israel was
finished barring further
provocation, while Israel
and the US promised to
retaliate against Teh-
ran’s escalation as fears
of a wider war intensi-
fied.

UK leader Starmer

is on a 1-day visit to EU
headquarters hoping to
heal ties battered by Brexit

A

BRUSSELS, Oct 2
(Agencies): British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer traveled to
Brussels on Wednes-
day on a mission to try
to improve ties with the
European Union, which
disintegrated as the
country left the world’s
biggest trading bloc four
years ago.

Starmer wanted to
focus his talks on secu-
rity, migration and trade.
He was due to hold talks
with the leaders of the
bloc’s main institutions:
European Commission
President Ursula von
der Leyen, EU Coun-
cil President Charles
Michel and European
Parliament President
Roberta Metsola.

“The U.K. is undeni-
ably stronger when it
works in lockstep with
its closest internation-
al partners. This has
never been more impor-
tant — with war, con-
flict and insecurity all
knocking on Europe’s
door,” Starmer said in a
statement released by
his office ahead of the
one-day trip.

Starmer said that he is
“determined to put the
Brexit years behind us
and establish a more
pragmatic and mature

relationship with the
European Union.”

Better cooperation,
he said, “will deliver
the benefits the Brit-
ish people deserve —
securing our borders,
keeping us safe and
boosting economic
growth.”

The EU, for its part,
wants to build bridges
between young people
on either side of the
English Channel by
introducing a scheme
that would allow young
EU and U.K. citizens to
study, work and live for
short periods in the U.K.
and the EU respective-
ly. Supporters of Brexit
oppose it.

Since his center-left
Labour Party’s resound-
ing election win on July
4, Starmer has sought
a larger role for Britain
on the global stage after
years of soured rela-
tions with Europe over
Brexit.

He has vowed to
reduce some of the
post-Brexit barriers for
people and goods that
have undermined ties
between Britain and
the bloc. Starmer insists
though that he won'’t
reverse Brexit, or rejoin
the EU’s single market
and customs union.

Pope Francis’ big Catholic reform project has opened with widespread calls for women to take up
more positions of responsibility in the church topping the agenda

ROME, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): Pope Francis
opened the second
phase of his big Cath-
olic reform project
Wednesday, with wide-
spread calls for women
to take up more posi-
tions of responsibility in
the church topping the
agenda but ordained
ministry still ruled out.

Francis presided over
an opening Mass in St.
Peter’'s Square with the
368 bishops and lay-
people who will meet
behind closed doors for
the next three weeks to
discuss the future of the
church and how to make
it more responsive to
the needs of Catholics
today.

Several of the most
contentious issues are
officially off the table,
after they encountered
resistance and objec-
tions during the first
session of the synod, or
meeting, last year. They
include ministering to
LGBTQ+ Catholics
and allowing women to
serve as deacons.

Francis has entrusted
these topics to 10 study
groups that are working
in parallel to the synod,
raising questions about
what exactly will come
out of the gathering
when it concludes Oct.
26 with a final set of
proposals for Francis to
consider.

Francis launched the
reform process in 2021
to put in practice his
goal of creating a church
that is more inclusive,
humble and welcoming,
where ordinary Catho-
lics have a greater say
in decision making than

the all-male priestly
hierarchy.

The process, and the
two-year canvassing of
rank-and-file Catholics
that informed it, sparked
both hopes and fears
that real change was
afoot.

In his marching orders
Wednesday, Francis
urged delegates to
leave aside their long-
held and self-interested
positions and truly listen
to one another to “give
life to something new.”

“Otherwise, we willend
up locking ourselves
into dialogues among
the deaf, where partici-
pants seek to advance
their own causes or
agendas without listen-
ing to others and, above
all, without listening to
the voice of the Lord,” he
said in his homily.

The first phase of the
synod process ended
last year by concluding it
was “urgent” to guaran-
tee fuller participation by
women in church gov-
ernance positions, and
calling for theological
and pastoral research to
continue about allowing
women to be deacons.

Deacons perform
many of the same func-
tions as priests, such as
presiding over baptisms,
weddings and funerals,
but they cannot cel-
ebrate Mass.

Advocates say allow-
ing women to be dea-
cons would help offset
the Catholic priest
shortage and address
longstanding complaints
that women have a sec-
ond-class status in the
church: barred from the
priesthood yet respon-

—

sible for the lion’s share
of the work educating
the young, caring for
the sick and passing the
faith onto next genera-
tions.

Opponents say ordain-
ing women to the dea-
conate would signal the
start of a slippery slope
toward ordaining women
to the priesthood.
The Catholic Church
reserves the priesthood
for men, saying Christ
chose only men as his
12 apostles.

Francis has repeat-
edly reaffirmed the all-
male priesthood and as
recently as this week-
end sharply criticized
“obtuse” agitators press-
ing for a female diacon-
ate. After a contentious
visit to Belgium where
he was challenged by
female students, Fran-
cis said such calls were
an attempt to “make
women masculine.”

His arguments have
outraged proponents
of women'’s ordination,
who have organized a
series of events outside
the synod this month
in Rome to press their
case.

“It's so insulting to
keep on saying that the
only valid role that will

get the approval of this
pope is to be nurturing,
is to be a mother, while
you can be nurturing
and mothering and be
a priest,” said Miriam
Duignan, a trustee at
the Wijngaards Institute
for Catholic Research.
“He is putting a spiri-
tual stamp of approval
on sexism,” she said
at a prayer event this
week co-organized by
the Women’s Ordina-
tion Conference. “Itis so
irresponsible and dan-
gerous for him to con-
stantly criticize, belittle,
dismiss and demonize
women who are just
saying ‘Stop lying. Stop
hiding and stop trying to
relegate us to second-
class citizenship.”
While ordained min-
istry for women is out
of the question, a host
of other proposals are
being discussed, includ-
ing calls for women to
have greater positions
of responsibility in semi-
naries and sit as judges
on canonical courts that
decide everything from
marriage annulments to
priest discipline cases.
There are 368 mem-
bers of the synod,
including 272 bishops
and 96 non-bishops. In

all, 85 women are par-
ticipating, including 54
with the right to vote.

In addition to dele-
gates who were select-
ed by their respective
bishops conferences,
Francis named a few
members himself to
participate, including
two bishops from main-
land China, many of his
closest cardinal advis-
ers and the exiled Nica-
raguan Bishop Rolando
Jose Alvarez.

Also on the list of
pontifically nominated
members is the retired
prefect of the Vatican’s
doctrine office, Cardi-
nal Gerhard Mueller,
who has been critical of
the synod process and
Francis’ pontificate as a
whole.

In an essay this week
on German Catholic
site kath.net, Mueller
took particular aim at
the penitential liturgy
that Francis celebrated
Tuesday during which
he begged forgiveness
for a host of sins as a
way to atone for the
church’s transgressions
before the start of the
meeting.

Mueller blasted what
he called “newly invent-
ed sins” -—including sins
against the synod itself
and the sin “of using
doctrine as stones to
be hurled,” a reference
to how conservatives
have criticized Fran-
cis’ reform efforts as
undermining traditional
church doctrine.

Mueller said such a
laundry list of invented
sins “reads like a check-
list of woke and gender
ideology, somewhat

laboriously disguised
as Christianity.”

Non-bishop members
named by the pope
include the Rev. James
Martin, an American
Jesuit who runs an
LGBTQ+ outreach
ministry. Martin has a
sympathetic ear in both
Francis, who approved
same-sex blessings
unilaterally after the
first session of the
synod ended, and the
Rev. Timothy Radcliffe,
who is one of the “spiri-
tual assistants” for the
synod.

In an essay this week
in the Vatican news-
paper L'Osservatore
Romano, Radcliffe
argued strongly for even
doubters in the church
to recognize the good in
LGBTQ+ Catholics and
their relationships, and
why the church ought to
welcome them.

“The acceptance of
gay people is seen
in some parts of the
church as evidence of
Western decadence,”
he wrote. “But the
church must fight for
the lives and dignity of
gay people, still liable to
capital punishmentin 10
countries and criminal
prosecution in 70. They
have the right to live,” he
said.

At the same time,
those opposed to a pas-
toral approach to gays
have gifts the Western
church should appreci-
ate, including a deep
sense of the divine life in
all of creation, he said.

“The Body of Christ
needs all our gifts,” he
concluded.
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SGWF ohseruves Gandhi Jayanti across Union Territory

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Synergetic Green War-
riors Foundation (SGWF)
commemorated Gandhi
Jayanti, paying tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi, Lal
Bahadur Shastri, and
Lala Hans Raj Mahajan
(Sher-E-Duggar) across
the Union Territory with a
series of Swachhta Abhi-
yans.

This initiative saw wide-
spread participation, with
numerous volunteers join-
ing from different regions
to spread the message
of cleanliness and social
responsibility.

Dr. Sonia Verma, Direc-
tor/CEO of SGWF, led
the Swachhta Abhiyan at
Jia Pota Ghat, Akhnoor,
where she was joined
by morning walkers and
renowned citizens of
Akhnoor, including Raju
Bajighar and his team.
The event focused on
maintaining cleanliness
along the riverbanks and
enhancing environmental
awareness among the
local community.

Makhani Devi, Gen-
eral Secretary of SGWF,
conducted the Swachhta
Abhiyan at Chowki Chora,
where she mobilized

women volunteers from
nearby localities to par-
ticipate in the cleanliness
drive. Her efforts ensured
that the campaign
reached every corner of
the area, reinforcing the
importance of maintaining
a clean environment.

Reeta Verma, National
President of SGWEF,
spearheaded the
Swachhta Abhiyan at
Mera Mandrian and its
surrounding areas with
the involvement of numer-
ous volunteers. Her lead-
ership played a vital role
in spreading the mes-
sage of cleanliness and
honoring the legacy of
Mahatma Gandhi and Lal
Bahadur Shastri.

Dogar Nath and his
team observed the Abhi-
yan at Rajouri, while
other SGWF volunteers
conducted similar drives
at different locations,
ensuring the message of
cleanliness and commu-
nity responsibility reached
all corners of the Union
Territory.

Dr. Sonia Verma high-
lighted the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi on his
155th birth anniversary,
emphasizing his princi-
ples of truth, non-violence,
and cleanliness. She also

reflected on the legacy of
former Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri, honor-
ing his famous slogan “Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan,” which
continues to inspire mil-
lions across the nation.
Dr. Sonia Verma, Director/
CEO of SGWF, empha-
sized Mahatma Gandhi’s
core values of truth, non-
violence, and cleanliness.
She discussed how Gan-
dhi’'s concept of ‘Swaraj’
was not only about politi-
calindependence but also
about self-discipline, self-
reliance, and maintaining
personal and commu-
nity hygiene. Dr. Verma
encouraged participants
to adopt Gandhi’s vision
of ‘Sarvodaya,’ the uplift-
ment of all, by contribut-
ing to societal well-being
through acts of cleanli-
ness and environmental
conservation.

Reeta Verma paid tribute
to Lala Hans Raj Maha-
jan, popularly known as
“Sher-E-Duggar,” on his
birth anniversary. She
spoke about his contribu-
tions to Jammu and Kash-
mir, emphasizing his role
in promoting social uplift-
ment and education in
the region. Reeta Verma,
National President of
SGWEF, reflected on the

teachings of Lal Bahadur
Shastri, who stood for
simplicity, integrity, and
patriotism.

She highlighted Shas-
tri’s famous slogan “Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan,” which
underscores the impor-
tance of farmers and sol-
diers in building a strong
nation. Reeta Verma
called on everyone to
support sustainable agri-
cultural practices and
protect our environment,
much like Shastri advo-
cated for the welfare of
farmers and the need for
self-sufficiency. Remem-
bering Lala Hans Raj
Mahajan, Reeta Verma
spoke about his relent-
less efforts in promoting
social justice, education,
and upliftment of the mar-
ginalized communities in
Jammu and Kashmir. She
emphasized that Maha-
jan’s life was a testament
to dedication, selfless-
ness, and unwavering
commitment to societal
betterment. SGWF draws
inspiration from his teach-
ings, working tirelessly to
ensure environmental
preservation and com-
munity service.

Makhani Devi, who is
also a school teacher,
conducted a debate com-

petition at Chowki Chora,
where students from vari-
ous classes participated,
remembering the teach-
ings of Mahatma Gandhi.
This activity aimed to
instill Gandhian values
among the younger gen-
eration, encouraging
them to become respon-
sible citizens.

Sandeep Sharma, Trea-
surer of SGWF, along with
Nitish Abrol, Rahul Dogra,
Ashok Kumar, Ravi
Kumar, Rahul Sharma,
Parkreet Mehta, Kanav
Sharma, and Raghuvir
Abrol, led the Swachhta
Abhiyan at Shri Hari
Mandir Namandhar
Akhnoor, further reinforc-
ing SGWF’s commitment
to environmental cleanli-
ness and sustainability.

The Synergetic Green
Warriors Founda-
tion’s collective effort to
observe Gandhi Jayanti
through the Swachhta
Abhiyan stands as a tes-
tament to their dedication
to promoting cleanliness,
environmental sustain-
ability, and the teachings
of great leaders. The
foundation continues to
work towards creating
a cleaner, greener, and
more socially conscious
society.

 Gandhi Global Family J&K

~ celebrates 155th birth

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: Gandhi
Global Family J&K on
Wednesday organized a
function to commemorate
the 155th birth anniver-
sary of Father of Nation
at historic Dewan-e-Aam,
Mubarak Mandi Heritage
Complex, Jammu.

| D Soni, who was the
presiding officer on the
occasion, paid floral trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi
along with other dignitar-
ies.

While speaking on
the occasion, I. D. Soni
impressed upon the
students to imbibe the
‘Gandhian values’ in their
day to day lives to lead a
peaceful life.

He also highlighted the
philosophy of non-vio-
lence of Mahatma Gandhi
and its importance in
present times. He further
stressed upon promotion
of national integration and
equitable development of
all sections of the society.

The cleanliness of self
and surroundings is of
paramount value which
was exercised by Mahat-
ma Gandhi, he added.

Dr. S P Varma, Presi-
dent, Gandhi Global
Family J&K in his appeal
from Srinagar to Prime
Minister of India via Lt.
Governor of UT of Jammu
& Kashmir Manoj Sinha to
intervene in West Asia to
cease war in the Middle
East and to strengthen
global brotherhood &
peace worldwide.

With simplicity, non-vio-
lence, truthfulness, self-
reliance and compassion
at the core, Gandhian
principles offer valuable
insights into address-
ing contemporary global
challenges, he added.

The day is also being
observed as Interna-
tional Non-Violence Day
wherein students of vari-
ous schools & colleges
threw light on Mahatma
Gandhi’s contribution
towards bringing peace

and non-violence in the
World. Besides, the stu-
dents also celebrated
the birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister of
India Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri. People from all walks
of life including students
from various schools
& colleges, teachers,
senior citizens & dignitar-
ies paid rich floral tributes
to Father of Nation on his
155th Birth Anniversary.

The proceedings of the
day were conducted by
Sumi Seth, Vice President,
GGF Women Jammu,
assisted by Puneet Kour,
GGF Women Jammu
member.

The event was organ-
ised under the overall
supervision of the organ-
ising committee which
includes | D Soni, Chair-
man, Dinesh Gupta, Co-
Chairman, Robin Gill,
Mumtaz Ahmed Din Kabir,
Rajinder Singh, Dr. Per-
vinder Kaur, Manish Joshi,
Rajinder Singh, Dr. Alka
Sharma and Amit Varma.

DLSA Ramban celebrates Gandhi Bukhari pays glowing

Bukhari expresses grief over passing
of Syed Mushtaq Bukhari

Jayanti, conducts cleanliness drives

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Oct 2: To
pay tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi Ji on his 155th
birth anniversary and as
a part of National Cam-
paign launched by Gov-
ernment of India under
the banner “Swachhata
hi Sewa - 2024”, District
Legal Services Authority,
Ramban organized dif-
ferent activities including
Cleanliness drives in col-
laboration with Municipal
Council Ramban.

Awareness Program
on the topic “ Safayi
Apnao Bimari Bhagao’ “
and an awareness Rally
was also organized at
District Court Complex,
Ramban.

The activities were
conducted as per the
directions of the J&K
Legal Services Authority
(JKLSA) and under the
effective leadership of
Chairman District Legal
Services Authority (Prin-
cipal District & Sessions
Judge), Ramban Deepak
Sethi.

The “Swachhata Hi
Sewa” program wit-
nessed enthusiastic
participation of Judi-
cial Officers from Dis-

trict Court Complex,
Ramban, dedicated staff
members of District Judi-
ciary Ramban and DLSA
Ramban, members of
the Legal Aid Defense
Counsel (LADC), Panel
Lawyers, devoted Para
Legal Volunteers (PLVs)
and diligent officials from
the Municipal Commit-
tee, Ramban.

The Chairman DLSA,
Ramban in his spe-
cial address, highlight-
ed the importance of
Gandhi Jayanti and the
significance & history
behind Swachhta Divas/
Swachhta Hi Sewa Cam-
paign 2024.

He also delivered an
inspiring address on the
importance of sustain-
ability and the adoption
of eco-friendly alterna-
tives to save the mother
nature.

Secretary, DLSA
Ramban Anjana Rajput
presented the welcome
address while vote of
thanks was presented
by , Additional Spe-
cial Mobile Magistrate,
Ramban Shilpa Dogra.

The objective of orga-
nizing these programs
was to spread awareness
through community par-

ticipation and also to give
impetus to implementa-
tion of Swachhta Hi Sewa
Campaign 2024, to dis-
seminate the importance
of Sampoorna Swachh
Ramban and to reinforce
the concept of Sanitation
as everyone’s duty.

The event commenced
with an inspiring cleanli-
ness drive within the Dis-
trict Court Complex, set-
ting the tone for a cleaner
and greener environ-
ment. Participants in
a collective effort to
clean and beautify their
surroundings took up
brooms to sweep away
the debris of neglect,
breathing new life into
the surroundings.

Later, an awareness
rally was also organized
by DLSA Ramban in col-
laboration with Ramban
Public School which was
flagged off from District
Court Complex in the
presence of Judicial
Officers, Prosecuting
Officers, Panel Advo-
cates, Faculty Members
and students of Ramban
Public School in which
cleanliness drive was
taken out in and around
the streets of Court
Market, Ramban.

tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 2: On
the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, Apni Party Pres-
ident Syed Mohammad
Altaf Bukhari paid glow-
ing tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi, the father of the
nation.

In his message, Apni
Party President Said,
“This special day not only
marks the birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi
but also celebrates his
enduring philosophy of
peace and non-violence,
which continues to reso-
nate with people across

the nation.”

He further said, “The
Father of the Nation
taught us how to peace-
fully resist injustice and
oppression, and how to
stand up for justice and
the fundamental rights
of the people, without
resorting to violence.
His teachings and prin-
ciples will forever serve
as a beacon of light for
our nation, guiding us
toward a life of peace
and harmony. Let’s
strive to uphold these
values in our everyday
lives. Happy Gandhi Jay-
anti!”

Sharan of Rich
Harvest outshines in
International Arena

Top News Report

Jammu, Oct 2 Sharan
Arayan, alumnus of Rich
Harvest School made the
school and India proud
by winning a gold medal
in Kickboxing in the
SBKF 10th International
Games 2024.

He outsmarted many
athletes from India,
Malaysia, Singapore,

Sri Lanka and Thailand
during the prestigious
event held in Singapore
and Malaysia in the last
week of September.

His incredible journey
speaks volumes about
his hard work, humil-
ity, dedication and devo-
tion to the game. RHS
Family saluted Sharan’s
achievements and

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 2:
Apni Party President
Syed Mohammad Altaf
Bukhari on Wednes-
day expressed grief and
sorrow over the death of
Syed Mushtaq Bukhari, a
prominent political leader
from the Pir Panjal region,
who passed away this
morning at his residence
in Pamrote, Poonch, after
battling a prolonged ill-
ness.

In his condolence mes-
sage, Bukhari said, “The
passing of Syed Mushtaq
Bukhari Sahib has cre-
ated a void in the political
landscape of J&K, espe-
cially in the Pir Panjal
region. His immense con-
tributions to society, par-
ticularly for the upliftment
and welfare of the Pahari
community, will always be
remembered. Throughout
his long political career,
he served twice as a leg-
islator from Surankote,

tirelessly working for the
betterment of the people
he represented.”

He added, ‘It is
deeply saddening that
he passed away just a
week before the election
results, in which he was
the BJP candidate from
Surankote, Poonch. May
the Almighty grant his soul
eternal peace, and may
Allah give his bereaved
family the strength to bear
the pain of this irreparable
loss.”

Swachhata Hi Seva campaign held

at Civil Secretariat Leh

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 2: As part of
the Swachhata Hi Seva
2024 (SHS) campaign,
a massive cleanliness
drive was held at the
Civil Secretariat, Leh.
This was the culmination
of the weeklong cleanli-
ness activity undertaken
by the officials serving
in the Civil Secretariat,
who undertook weeding
out old records, obsolete
items etc, to make their
own workspaces clean.

To make the cleanliness
drive within the area of the
LAHDC campus and the
campaign a vibrant one,
Administrative Secretary,
General Administration
Department, Michael

D’Souza, chaired a pre-
paratory meeting with
concerned officials and
divided them into several
teams, aimed at carrying
out a successful drive of
Swachhata Hi Seva.

Officers and officials
from the various Depart-
ments of the Civil Secre-
tariat cleaned the entire
premises of Civil Secre-
tariat, Hill Council Secre-
tariat, and Culture Acad-
emy, Leh.

The drive witnessed full
participation of the offi-
cers and officials of Civil
Secretariat Leh. During
the drive, the concerned
officers and officials col-
lected all sorts of non-bio-
degradable waste strewn
all around like plastics,

metals, etc.

The event was focused
to raise awareness
among the general public
and the officials about
the significance of clean-
liness and responsibility
everyone shares toward
maintaining a clean envi-
ronment.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here Swachhata Hi
Seva is an initiative of the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
aims to generate great-
er public participation,
reinforce the concept of
“sanitation as everyone’s
business”.

Principal Secretary,
Sanjeev Khirwar and
Administrative Secretary,
Michael D’Souza joined in
the cleanliness campaign.

unwavering spirit.
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JaK Assembly polls:
New history scripted;
people have
understood futility of
gun, power of vote: LG
Sinha

great interest in strengthening the democ-
racy in J&K by coming out to vote in record
numbers. “The youth deserve all the credit
as they voted in huge numbers. In this elec-
tion, people showed that they no longer
believe in guns and stones and rather
they want to use vote as a tool to get their
demands fulfilled,” the LG said.

Urging the youth to follow the footsteps
of Gandhiji, the LG said that would be the
best tribute to the father of the nation. “Now
it's the duty of the youth to keep this peace
intact and contribute towards pushing J&K
to achieve new heights,” the LG said.

He said some people continue to mis-
guide youth and it's the duty of the new
generation to defeat such people and their
designs. “They are the people who can’t
digest peace and want to keep the pot boil-
ing,” the LG said adding that “Its for the
youth to defeat such forces as they aren’t
able to digest peace in J&K.”

Sonam Wangchuk
detained again after
_release, indefinite fast

continues

been confiscated at the Bawana Police
Station, leaving us cut off from the outside
world,” Paljor said in the statement.

Delhi Police, however, said that the ‘pady-
atris’ were released last night and detained
again.

Wangchuk and other detained Ladakhis
were allowed to go on Tuesday night but
they were adamant to march towards the
central part of Delhi, therefore, they were
detained again, a senior police officer told
agencies.

The ‘padyatris’, who started from Leh on
September 1, marched all the way, except
upon entering poll bound Haryana where
they boarded buses. They were detained
at Delhi’s Singhu border on Monday night
and taken to different police stations, where
they started an indefinite fast.

“Also all the ‘padyatris’ are on ‘anshan’
since 36 hours. Today, October 2nd, the
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, we
had intended to visit Gandhi Samadhi to
pay our respects. Instead, we find our
rights trampled upon on a day that sym-
bolizes peace and democracy,” Paljor said.

“This situation raises serious concerns
about the state of our democracy. We call
upon everyone to stand in solidarity with us
during this critical time,” he added.

The march was organised by the Leh
Apex Body (LAB), which along with the
Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), has
been spearheading an agitation for the
past four years to demand statehood for
Ladakh, seek its inclusion under the Sixth

Schedule of the Constitution, early recruit-
ment process along with a public service
commission for Ladakh and separate Lok
Sabha seats for Leh and Kargil districts.

Wangchuk has been kept at the Bawana
police station along with few others while
others have been kept at Narela Industrial
Area, Alipur and Kanjhawala police sta-
tions, he added.

Poll hody revises voter
turnout to over 69%
in Third Phase of J&K

Assemhly Election

polling stations takes time and this trend
does not include postal ballot. “Final actual
account of votes recorded for each PS is
shared in Form 17 C with Polling agents at
close of polls,” it said.

2 pilots among 3 killed
as helicopter crashes,
hursts into flames in
Pune

Chinchwad Commissioner of Police
Vinaykumar Choubey said.

Deputy Commissioner of Police Vishal
Gaikwad said the helicopter, belonging to
Heritage Aviation, took off from the helipad
of Oxford County Golf Course and crashed
near Bavdhan in the hilly terrain, killing
two pilots and an engineer onboard the
chopper. An official from the Directorate

General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) also said
the incident took place at 7.40 am and con-
firmed that the Agusta 109 helicopter which
crashed belonged to the Heritage Aviation.

After the crash, the chopper caught fire,
police said.

Fire tenders and water tankers were
rushed to the spot, according to fire offi-
cials.

“The deceased have been identified
as Girish Kumar, Pritam Singh Bhardwaj
and Paramjeet Singh,” Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation’s fire officer Anil
Dimle said.

The helicopter took off from the helipad of
the Oxford County Gold Course at around
7.30 am, Pimpri Chinchwad’s Joint Com-
missioner of Police Shashikant Maha-
varkar said.

Primary information suggested that fog
in the area led to the accident of the heli-
copter.

“A detailed investigation will ascertain the
exact cause of the crash,” he said.

BIP’s Surankote
candidate Bukhari
dies of heart attack in
Poonch

year after the Centre granted Scheduled
Tribe status to his Pahari community.

He was fielded from Surankote, which
went to polls along with 25 other segments
in the second phase on September 25.

Bukhari had quit the National Conference
in February 2022 after four decades long

association following an argument with
party president Farooq Abdullah over the
Scheduled Tribe status.

Jammu and Kashmir BJP president
Ravinder Raina and the leaders of other
political parties condoled Bukhari’s death.

“Bukhari was a mass leader and his death
left a void which is very hard to fill,” Raina
said.

Four days after going
missing, 22-year-old’s
hody found in Srinagar

stream

Brein, Nishat, said the official.
Police have initiated an inquiry to deter-
mine the cause of death, he said.

One person killed, 2
seriously wounded after
car runs over pedestrians
in south Kashmir's
Verinag

Ghulam Nabi Mir 67, son of Gani Mir.

While the injured were identified as
Haseena 62, wife of Ghulam Nabi and
Mushtaqg Ahmad Mir 46, all residents of
Chingund Dooru.

Meanwhile police have registered a case
in this regard, and the investigation has
been taken up.
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LG Mishra attends concluding ceremony
of 15-day long Swachhata Hi Seva 2024

Top News Report

LEH, Oct 2: The Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ladakh,
Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra
(Retd) attended the con-
cluding ceremony of the
15-day long Swachhata
Hi Seva 2024 under the
theme ‘Swabhav Swach-
hata, Sanskaar Swach-
hata’ at the Lieutenant
Governor’s Secretariat.

The LG inaugurated the
WASH (water, sanitation,
and hygiene) facilities
for safaikaramchari of
Municipal Committee Leh
(MC Leh) established at
Solid Waste Management
(SWM) Plant in Leh and
felicitated Ghulam Hadi
and Deachen Yangzes,
who are Safai Mitras, with
cheques of Rs 20,000
each. He also paid floral
tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri on the occasion.

Stating that the entire
nation is celebrating

the Jayanti of Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur
Shastri today who were
visionary and worked for
the welfare of the nation
and the people of India,
the LG emphasised
remembering our ances-
tors as we are indebted
to them for showing us
the righteous path. He
highlighted the path of
non-violence and truth
shown to us by Mahatma
Gandhi and his contribu-
tions such as Salt Satya-
graha or Dandi March to
liberate the nation from
British colonial rule. He
stated that cleanliness
or Swachhata should be
a habit and emphasised
teaching young children
about the importance of
keeping one’s surround-
ings and oneself clean.
Stating that today’s
Swachhata Hi Seva cam-
paign is a landmark for
cleanliness in India, the
LG appreciated the Prime

Minister, Narendra Modi,
for coming up with such
visionary initiatives for the
nation’s development. He
appealed to everyone to
come together along with
their kids to assist Safai
Karamchari in keeping
our surroundings neat
and clean. He also asked
the staff of the Lieutenant
Governor’s Secretariat to
reuse plastics and tetra
packs to avoid pollution.
The LG also remem-
bered Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri, who was Prime Min-
ister of India from 1964
to 1966, on his Jayanti.
He stated that despite
Lal Bahadur’s short stint
as the Prime Minister
of India, he would be
remembered for his lead-
ership and slogan of Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan during
the 1965 War in which
India defeated the Paki-
stani army.
Remembering Mahatma
Gandi and Lal Bahadur

JKRSA hosts Kathua District

Skatlng Champlonshlp

Top News Report

KATHUA, Oct 2: The
Jammu and Kashmir Roll-
ers Skating Association
(JKRSA) presented the
Kathua District Skating
Championship at Delhi
Public School Rajbagh
Kathua.

This event brought
together skaters from vari-
ous age groups, showcas-
ing their exceptional talent
and passion for the sport.

The championship was
a vibrant display of skill
and sportsmanship, with
enthusiastic participa-
tion from young athletes
eager to demonstrate
their prowess on skates.

The event not only cel-
ebrated the sport of roller
skating but also fostered
a spirit of healthy com-
petition and camaraderie
among the participants.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Rollers Skating Asso-
ciation President G.S
Khurmi extended his
heartfelt congratulations
to all the winners and par-
ticipants.

The championship was
a testament to the grow-
ing enthusiasm for roller
skating in Kathua and a
crucial step in nurturing
the next generation of
skating champions.

The recent roller skating

competition showcased
the exceptional talent of
young athletes across
various age categories,
with participants compet-
ing fiercely for top honors.

In the 5-7 years age
group, Abhiyan Sangral
claimed the gold medal in
the boys’ category, while
Kamakshi Saini secured
the gold in the girls’ cat-
egory. Their impressive
performances set a posi-
tive tone for the event.

In the 7-9 years age
group, the loose bear-
ing category saw Avyan
taking home the gold,
with Divashish earning a
silver medal and Aarav
Sedra securing bronze
in the boys’ division. In
the girls’ division, Divy-
anshi triumphed with a
gold medal. Meanwhile,
in the quad category for
the same age group, Rab-
noor won gold, followed
by Priyanshu with silver
and Davik with bronze
for the boys. Amayra
Gupta shone in the girls’
category, winning gold,
while Rizal Jamwal and
Rishita Dogra took silver
and bronze, respectively.

As the competition
progressed to the 9-11
years age group, Dhairya
achieved gold in the
boys’ quad category,
with Udhav and Reey-

ansh taking silver and
bronze. For the girls,
Suhani won gold and
Vanika followed with
silver. In the inline cat-
egory for this age group,
Gunvansh excelled with
a gold medal, Bhavan-
veer earned silver, and
Jaskeertat took home
bronze, while Divanshi
won gold in the girls’ cat-
egory.

In the 11-14 years age
group, Munish topped
the boys’ quad category,
earning gold, with Daksh
and Alex winning silver
and bronze, respectively.
Avyasu dominated the
girls’ quad category, win-
ning gold, while Yajeash-
war and Raghav claimed
silver and bronze. In the
inline division, Samarth
led the boys with a gold
medal, followed by Tarun
in silver and Maheshwar
in bronze.

Finally, in the 14-17
years age group, Sushant
achieved gold in the
boys’ quad category, with
Chirag and Ahemdeep
taking silver and bronze.
In the girls’ quad category,
Parik won gold, Rigved
secured silver, and Kaniya
claimed bronze. Addition-
ally, Ashmita and Tanish
both showcased outstand-
ing performances to win
gold medals.

Holy Chhari Yatra of Shri Mata Valshnodew

departs for Darshan on F1rst Navratrl

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The 42nd
Holy Chhari Yatra of Shri
Mata Vaishnodevi com-
menced today from the
renowned Shri Raghu-
nath Ji Temple in Jammu,
taking the form of a vibrant
Shoba Yatra. The journey
was flagged off by Bal
Saint Shri Sahil Ji Maha-
raj, who raised the saffron
flag, marking the start of
this auspicious event. The
Chhari Puja is scheduled to
take place at the Holy Shri
Mata Vaishnodevi Darbar
on October 3, coinciding
with the first day of Navratri.

Following a ceremonial
worship at the historic Shri
Raghunath Ji Temple, the
Holy Chhari and Akhand
Jyoti embarked on their
journey amidst a festive
atmosphere. The proces-
sion, filled with devotion,
swayed to the rhythmic
beats of drums and the
chants of “Maa’s Jai,” tra-
versed through Raghunath
Bazaar, Purani Mandi, and

Rajtilak Road, making its
way to the Kol Kandoli
Temple in Nagrota. After
paying homage to Maa
Bhagwati there, the Yatra
continued towards the reli-
gious city of Katra.

Upon reaching Katra,
the Yatra was warmly wel-
comed by the Shiv Sena
Katra unit. State party chief
Manish Sahni expressed
that on October 3, devo-
tees would have the privi-
lege of performing the
Chhari Poojan and expe-
riencing the holy Darshan
of Maa Vaishno Devi. He
emphasized his prayers
for the prosperity, prog-
ress, peace, and mutual

brotherhood of the nation
and Jammu and Kashmir.

Sahni also voiced his
strong discontent regard-
ing the lack of support from
the administration during
the Chhari Yatra, while
extending appreciation to
the Dharmarth Trust for
their cooperation in facili-
tating the event.

The occasion saw Bal
Sant Sahil Maharaj as
the chief guest, with party
national organizer Ashok
Tiwari and Dharmarth
Trust secretary Ashok
Sharma attending as spe-
cial guests, further adding
to the significance of this
holy journey.

Shastri on their Jayanti,
the Advisor to the LG, Dr
Pawan Kotwal, informed
about the conclusion of
the 14-day Swachhata
Hi Seva 2024 campaign
which commenced on
September 17, 2024. He
termed Safai Karamchari
of Municipal Committees
of Leh and Kargil as ‘our
strength’ for their contri-
bution towards keeping
the surroundings neat
and clean.

He also informed about
the conduct of health
check-ups of Safai
Karamchari along with
providing the best pro-
tective gear/equipment to
them on their duties.

Principal Secretary,
Housing and Urban
Development, Sanjeev
Khirwarinformed the LG
that the Swachhata Hi
Seva 2024 programme
started with the Swachha-
ta pledge in the Leh Main
Market on September 17.

He also informed about
Mega Cleanliness Drives
conducted by the Munici-
pal Committees and Rural
Development Department
across Ladakh.

He further informed
about various events con-
ducted during the 15-day
Swachhata Hi Seva-2024
programme, including
food stalls, sports events,
plantation drives, work-
shops for stakeholders
and the Army, Waste to
Art exhibition and clean-
ing of water bodies, etc.

First Lady, Neelam
Mishra; Advisor to the LG,
Dr Pawan Kotwal; Princi-
pal Secretary, Sanjeev
Khirwar; Director, Urban
Local Bodies, Moses
Kunzang; Executive Offi-
cer, MC Leh, Stanzin
Rabgais; officials; Safai
Karamchari from MC
Leh; staff of Lt Governor’'s
Secretariat and Raj Niwas
were present during the
event.

BJP OBC Morcha pays tribute
to Mahatma Gandhl, Shastri

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: On the
birth anniversaries of
Mahatma Gandhi and
Lal Bahadur Shastri, the
BJP OBC Morcha, led
by Braham Jyot Satti
(Incharge, BJP OBC
Morcha JK-UT), gath-
ered to pay floral tributes
at Ward No. 29, Shakti
Nagar, Jammu.

The event saw the
participation of several
BJP leaders, including
Perveen Badyal (District
Vice President, OBC
Morcha), senior BJP
leader Darshna Choud-
hary, Bharat Bushan
(Kaka), and social activ-
ist Sachin Choudhary.
The program was orga-
nized by Perveen Badyal,
who emphasized the sig-
nificance of remember-
ing the contributions of
these iconic leaders.

Braham Jyot Satti
remarked that on this
holy occasion, the OBC

Jammu Airport launches special
campaign 4.0 for cleanliness

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: Airport
on Wednesday launched
“Swachhta Abhiyaan
Special Campaign 4.0,”
a month-long cleanliness
drive as part of its com-
mitment to creating a
clean and hygienic envi-
ronment.

The campaign, running
from October 2 to Octo-
ber 31, 2024, aims to
enhance the cleanliness
standards at the airport,
contributing towards the
nationwide mission for
cleanliness and hygiene.

The inaugural event
of the campaign was
led by Airport Director,
S.K. Garg, B.M.Kaul
GM(Engg)-Project and
CASO CISF, Daniel
Dhanraj, who actively
participated in the clean-
liness drive along with
other staff members.

The event commenced
at 10:30 AM with airport
staff and stakeholders

coming together to clean
the premises, creating an
inspiring atmosphere of
community participation
and responsibility.

The Swachhta Abhi-
yaan is part of the larger
“Special Campaign 4.0”
initiative to address
cleanliness in public
areas and enhance
public services. Jammu
Airport aims to set an
example by maintain-
ing a safe, healthy, and
clean environment for all
its passengers, visitors,
and staff.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from various teams and
departments, highlight-
ing the airport’s collab-
orative effort to support
the Government of India’s
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
As part of this campaign,
Jammu Airport will contin-
ue its efforts to enhance
the cleanliness and effi-
ciency of its services for
the rest of the month.

Morcha pays tribute
to these noble souls,
acknowledging their
profound impact on the
nation. He highlighted
Gandhi’s principles
of ‘Satya’ (truth) and
‘Ahimsa’ (non-violence),
asserting that while
these ideologies are
commendable, the cur-
rent geopolitical climate
necessitates a more
robust response to
threats posed by terror-
ists and separatists.
Satti noted that Gandhi
and Shastri are rare per-

sonalities whose lega-
cies will endure in the
hearts of the people. He
affirmed that the BJP is
the only political party
that truly recognizes and
honors the contributions
of such heroes who ded-
icated their lives to the
motherland.

The event served as a
reminder of the values
championed by Gandhi
and Shastri, reinforcing
the commitment of the
BJP OBC Morcha to
uphold these principles
in contemporary society.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan organized at
Army Public School Akhnoor

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Oct 2:
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
(Clean India Mission)
is a nationwide cleanli-
ness campaign initiated
by the Govt of India.
The campaign aims to
eliminate open defeca-
tion and improve solid
waste management
across India. The mis-
sion focuses on creating
a cleaner environment,
improving sanitation
practices and promoting
hygiene through public
awareness and partici-
pation. Focus Areas of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Elimination of Open Def-
ecation, Construction of
toilets specifically in rural
areas to eliminate open
defecation, Solid Waste
Management, Promot-
ing waste segregation,
recycling, and proper dis-
posal methods. Spread-
ing Awareness among

people about hygiene,
sanitation and the impor-
tance of cleanliness.
Clean Public Spaces.
Cleaning streets, roads

and infrastructure to
enhance urban and rural
environments. This cam-
paign involves the active
participation of citizens,
organizations, and local
governments making it
a people-driven move-
ment for a cleaner and
healthier India. In order to
motivate the students at
budding stage, a clean-

ing drive was conducted

by students of Army
Public School, Akhnoor
at Ambaran Village under
the theme of “Swabhav
Swachhta Sanskaar
Swachhta”. Total Str of
40 students including 20
NCC cadets participated
in the drive. Students
participated with zeal &
enthusiasm and cleaned
the public spaces and
carried out solid waste
management under the
able guidance of teach-
ers.

BLSKS celebrates Birth Anniversaries

Top News Report

of Mahatma Gandhl‘, Shastrl
5

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Bhartiya Lok Sangeet
Kala Sansthan (BLSKS)
commemorated the
155th birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi and
the 120th birth anniversa-
ry of Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri with a special event
held at its rehearsal hall
in Durga Bhawan, Jani-
pur. The celebration took
place in collaboration
with Sangam Tru Art Pro-
duction during its 462nd
Wednesday Series Musi-
cal Play titled “Swachha-
ta Hi Seva.”

The event was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Anju Dogra
from the Health Depart-
ment of J&K Govern-
ment. Among the dis-
tinguished guests were
Mukesh Singh, a media
person from Jammu, and
Sh. Romesh Chander,
Advisor to Shashvat Art
Gallery, who served as
the Guest of Honor. The
program commenced
with heartfelt rendi-
tions of songs, including
“Vaishnav Jan To Tene
Kahiye,” “Bolo Jai Jai Kar
Gandhi Ji Ki,” and “Aao
Aao Sab Jawano — Jai
Jawan Jai Kisan,” among
others. These pieces
were beautifully written,
produced, and directed
by Dr. M.L. Dogra, with
musical assistance from
Master Raju Bajgal.

In her speech, Dr. Dogra
highlighted the impor-
tance of the “Swachh
Bharat Diwas,” which
coincides with Gandhi
Jayanti. She echoed
the sentiments of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

stating, “On behalf of all

countrymen, salutations
to Pujya Bapu on his birth
anniversary. His life and
ideals based on truth,
harmony, and equal-
ity will always remain an
inspiration for the coun-
trymen.” The entire event
was recorded and shared
on social media platforms
to extend its reach to the
wider community.

Dr. M.L. Dogra, Chair-
man of BLSKS, delivered
the welcome address,
emphasizing the endur-
ing relevance of Gandhi-
an principles in today’s
society. He stressed the
necessity of acting on
Gandhi’s teachings for
the survival and prog-
ress of humanity, urging
the audience to contrib-
ute to making India a
“Proud Nation.” He also
acknowledged the sig-
nificance of Lal Bahadur
Shastri’s contributions to
the country, particularly
his leadership during
challenging times like
the 1965 Indo-Pak War
and his iconic slogan, “Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan.”

M.C. Kotwal, Secretary

of BLSKS, spoke about
honoring the legacies of
both leaders, underlin-
ing Gandhi’s message of
non-violence and truth.
He noted that Gandhi
Jayanti and Shastri Jay-
anti are national holi-
days celebrated across
India, marked by special
prayers and tributes.
Various events, including
competitions in schools
and colleges, are held to
remember the contribu-
tions of these great lead-
ers.

The cultural program
featured performances
by talented singers,
musicians, and actors
from the Music and Com-
puter Institute, including
K.K. Joshi, Rajni Gupta,
Bindia Okheda, Chahat
Chadha, Rahul Kumar,
and Sudesh Manhas,
who captivated the audi-
ence with their acts.
Deepak Kumar conclud-
ed the event with a vote
of thanks, acknowledg-
ing the successful con-
duction of the program
and the collective effort
that made the celebration
meaningful.

NSS SMVDU organizes
cleanliness drive at Nau
Devi Temple Katra

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 2: National
Service Scheme (NSS)
unit of SMVDU Katra
organized cleanliness
drive at Nau Devi temple
Katra under the campaign
“Swachhta Hi Seva”.

The campaign is cur-
rently being promoted
throughout the country
between 17th September
to 2nd October, 2024.

NSS SMVDU Katra vol-
unteers had organized
various events during the
said campaign since 17th
September, 2024.

Volunteers this time
cleaned the surrounding
areas of the Nau Devi

temple in Katra. Volun-
teers enthusiastically
worked for two hours and
collected around 70 Kg
of single use plastic from
the temple surroundings.

Volunteers also orga-
nized awareness ses-
sion for the nearby shop-
keepers to keep the area
clean and safe. NSS stu-
dent coordinators Sadhvi
Sharma and Abhishek
Sharma led the whole
drive. NSS programme
coordinator, Dr. Rajiv
Kumar was also present
during the drive. Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Pragati
Kumar appreciated the
efforts of NSS volunteers
for organizing the event.

Army organises Awareness
Lecture on Save Water at Bihota
\ - S

Top News Report

DODA, Oct 2: Awareness Lecture on Save Water To
promote awareness on save water in the region a Aware-
ness Lec on Save Water’ organised at Bihota.

Speaking on the occasion Manoj Kumar, Head Master,
Government Middle School, Bihota said that water is
essential for life, and yet it is a resource that we often

take for granted.

He said saving water is not just an individual effort it
requires collective action. He urged to each to commit at
least one action to save water in your daily lives.

Together, we can make a significant difference A total
of 43 x locals from Bihota and nearby areas attended the
said lecture. All locals thanked to organised the aware-
ness lecture on save water and also requested to orga-
nise such awareness lectures in future also.
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NEW DELHI, Oct 2 (Agen-
cies): The Green Park Stadi-
um in Kanpur has hosted two
starkly different Test matches
in recent times -- one in 2021
and the other in 2024. Both
posed challenges for India,
but the outcomes were worlds
apart.

In November 2021, under
Rahul Dravid’s newly minted
tenure as head coach, India
came tantalisingly close to
victory against New Zealand
but were forced to settle for a
hard-fought draw. The match
saw New Zealand’s last-wicket
pair bat out close to 10 overs to
deny India a win. In contrast, in
October 2024, led by Gautam
Gambhir in his first home Test
series as head coach, India
pulled off a remarkable victory
against Bangladesh in a rain-
curtailed Test, becoming the
first Indian side to win a Test
match in which two full days of
play were washed out.

Dravid’s first Test as coach
of the Indian cricket team in
Kanpur was a closely contested
affair. India, after scoring 345
in their first innings, bowled out
New Zealand for 296, secur-
ing a 49-run lead. The team,
however, found themselves
in a tricky position at 51 for 5
in their second innings. It was
Shreyas lyer (65), Wriddhiman
Saha (61), and Axar Patel (28)
who managed to steady the
ship, taking India to 234 for 7
before declaring late on Day 4.
Critics questioned the timing of
the declaration, as it left New
Zealand with enough time to
save the match.

On Day 5, despite India’s best
efforts, the Black Caps man-
aged to bat through the day, with
their last pair holding on for a
memorable draw. Many pointed
to the lack of urgency in India’s
batting and the late declara-
tion as reasons for the missed
opportunity.

THE MIRACLE IN KANPUR
IN 2024

Fast forward to October 2024,
the Test match against Bangla-
desh was meandering towards
a damp draw. After wet weather
wiped out nearly three days of
play, India found themselves in
a race against time to secure
a victory over Bangladesh. The
visiting team resumed their first
innings only on Day 4—at 107
for 3—and were bowled out

Babar Azam resigns as Pakistan

for 233, giving India a narrow
window to force a result.

What followed was a display of
breathtaking aggression. India
scored 285 runs in just 34.4
overs in a little over a session
on Day 4—at an astonishing
8.22 runs per over, the fastest
team innings (minimum 100
runs) in Test history. With cap-
tain Rohit Sharma showing the
way, the team smashed records
for the fastest 50, 100, 150, 200,
and 250 in Test cricket. India
declared with a 52-run lead and
proceeded to bowl Bangladesh
out for a second time on Day 5.

Coach Gambhir and captain
Rohit Sharma were both elated
when Rishabh Pant struck the
winning runs, securing victory
with a session to spare. India
needed just six sessions to
defeat a hapless Bangladesh
side, which struggled to respond
to India’s aggressive onslaught.
The dominant start to India’s
home Test season has given
wings to the dreams of fans,
who witnessed the highs and
lows of the senior national team
during Rahul Dravid’s tenure as
head coach.

NOT DRAWING CONCLU-
SIONS

By no means does the stark
difference between the two
Kanpur Tests reflect negatively
on Dravid’s legacy as the head
coach in Tests.

Gambhir and Dravid stand at
opposite ends of the spectrum
when it comes to body lan-
guage. Gambhir wore his heart
on his sleeve, while Dravid
approached the game with
monk-like composure. Both men
poured their hearts into serving
the team’s interests.

As a coach, Dravid rarely dis-
played his emotions. He was
guarded during press interac-
tions, never revealing more than
what was already apparent.
Even when selection debates or

b

controversies arose, Dravid, in
his characteristic style, kept his
cards close to his chest, leaving
plenty of room for speculation.
In contrast, Gautam Gambhir
has been more candid in his
responses during his first few
media conferences.

“The best style is the winning
style,” Gambhir stated before his
first assignment as Test coach,
and he has certainly walked the
talk over the past two weeks.

KANPUR 2021 ONE-OFF
FOR COACH DRAVID?

During Dravid’s tenure, India
played 24 Tests, winning 14 of
them, with seven losses, includ-
ing two at home. The team drew
only three times during this
period and reached the final of
the World Test Championship in
2023, where they ultimately lost
to Australia in the summit clash.

Was the Kanpur Test of 2021
merely a one-off for Rahul
Dravid? It certainly appears
that way.

In 2022, during a rain-affected
Test match in Port of Spain,
India adopted an aggressive
batting strategy in the second
innings, aiming for a favourable
outcome. They scored 181 runs
in just 24 overs, achieving an
impressive rate of over seven
runs per over. However, India
was unable to secure a win as
rain completely washed out the
final day’s play.

Dravid’s first overseas tour as
coach was disappointing, with
South Africa sweeping the Test
series 2-0, marking the end
of India’s glorious overseas
run. However, India redeemed
themselves in the 2023-24 tour,
returning home with a hard-
fought 1-1 draw.

The Border-Gavaskar Trophy
victory in 2023 was crucial, as
India fended off a formidable
challenge from Australia, win-
ning the series 3-0. Under the
guidance of Rohit and Dravid,

India was clinical in their per-
formance.

Earlier this year, India played
fearless cricket during a highly
anticipated five-match Test
series against England. The
pressure was palpable, espe-
cially with the absence of their
star player, Virat Kohli, as Eng-
land arrived in the subcontinent
brimming with confidence. The
cricketing world was eager to
see if the much-talked-about
“Bazball” strategy could end
India’s impressive home run.
However, it did not. Dravid and
Rohit's measured approach
effectively deflated the hype and
exposed the flaws in England’s
all-out aggressive strategy.

WHEN DRAVID LED INDIA'S
WHITE-BALL REVOLUTION

Despite the ups and downs,
Rahul Dravid concluded his
coaching tenure on a high note,
playing a pivotal role in India’s
T20 World Cup triumph in June
in the USA and the West Indies.

Dravid’s role in India’s white-
ball redemption is undeniable.
Among his most significant
achievements were instilling
role clarity for players and help-
ing the team overcome the fear
of failure.

Following the disappointment
of the 2022 T20 World Cup,
Dravid and Rohit emphasised
these principles, allowing their
players greater freedom. This
strategy yielded positive results,
as India nearly captured the
home World Cup, dominating
the tournament until the final
against Australia. The team did
not stray from their course after
the heartbreak of November
19; their persistence paid off
as India ended an 11-year-long
wait for an ICC trophy under the
management duo of Dravid and
Rohit.

Dravid’s steady hand guided
India through a challenging
phase in world cricket, and his
influence will undoubtedly con-
tinue to shape the team in the
years to come.

The combination of Gambhir
and Rohit holds promise for a
brighter future. The captain-
coach duo will face their tough-
est challenge in Australia later
this year. If India can continue
displaying the intent they dem-
onstrated in Kanpur, a hat-trick
of Test series wins Down Under
could very well become a reality
in January.

be out for...

Big injury setback for Mohammed
Shami, report says pacer likely to

NEW DELHI, Oct 2 (Agencies):
Indian cricket fans are eagerly waiting
to see the highly-anticipated come-
back of pacer Mohammed Shami, who
has been out of action due to a knee
injury. After giving a memorable per-
formance in the ODI World Cup 2023,
Shami underwent a surgery for his
injury and has been recovering from
it since then. It was expected that the
star pacer will returning to the national
duty for the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
against Australia in November this
year but a recent development has
left all the fans worried.

As per a report by agency, Shami has
now suffered a swollen knee, which
will apparently take another six to eight
weeks to heal.

This means that his participation in the
five-match Test series against Australia
will now be uncertain.

“Shami had resumed bowling, and he
was looking on track to make a come-
back to competitive cricket soon. But
this knee injury has flared up recently.
BCCI's medical team is assessing the
injury, but it may require quite a bit of
time,” TOI quoted a BCCI source.

“It's a jolt for the NCA medical team.
They have been working on him for over
a year. They have one of the best work-
load management systems in place.
The medical team is trying its best to
put him back in the park soon.”

Earlier in September, Shami had
revealed that he is putting his best
efforts to return to the field for Team
India at the earliest.

“Koshish jaldi hi kar raha hoon kyun
ke main janta hoon kaafi time ho gaya
hai team se bahar rehte hue (I am
working hard to make a comeback
soon because | know | have been out
of action for quite some time). However,
| want to ensure there is no discomfort
when | return. I've to work on my fitness,
so that there is no discomfort,” Shami
had said.

“The stronger | return, the better it is
for me. | don’t want to rush and risk
getting injured again, be it against Ban-
gladesh, New Zealand or the Australia
series. I've already started bowling,
but | won’t take any chances until | am
100% fit,” he added.

Irani Cup: Sarfaraz Khan hits hundred
after returning from India squad

LUCKNOW, Oct 2 (Agencies): Sar-
faraz Khan has marked his return to
the Mumbai squad in fine fashion in the
Irani Cup as he scored his 15th first-
class hundred on October 2, Wednes-
day against the Rest Of India side.
Sarfaraz would reach his landmark in
150 balls to put Mumbai in a strong
position heading into lunch on Day 2
of the match at the Ekana stadium in
Lucknow.

The Mumbai batter was one of the
members in India’s squad for the
2-match Test series against Bangla-
desh recently and was released from
the side ahead of the start of play in
the Irani Cup. Sarfaraz didn’t take part
in any of the matches against Bangla-
desh as KL Rahul was ahead of him in
the pecking order. Sarfaraz had come
in on Day 1 with Mumbai at 4 for 139.
He would then join hands with Ajinkya
Rahane and the duo would steady
things for the defending Ranji Trophy
champions.

Rahane and Sarfaraz added 98 runs
by the end of Day 1 to ensure Mumbai
finished at 237 for 4. The duo would
add 43 more runs on Day 2 before
Rahane would agonisingly miss out

on a deserved hundred as he was dis-
missed by Yash Dayal for 97 runs.

Sarfaraz was then joined by Shams
Mulani at the crease, but the latter
wouldn’t last long as he was cleaned
up by Mukesh Kumar. This meant that
Sarfaraz had to now take charge of
things and started to score runs freely.
He was joined by Tanush Kotian and the
duo scored 58 runs to guide Mumbai to
338 for 6 by lunchtime in Lucknow.

Sarfaraz would hit his 100 in the 92nd
over after he survived a close call in
the previous one. The Mumbai batter
would head into lunch unbeaten on 103
off 155 balls, with 14 boundaries to his
name.

Tim Southee quits New Zealand captaincy ahead

captain from limited-overs cricket

KARACHI, Oct 2 (Agencies): Babar
Azam has tendered his resignation for
the second time as Pakistan’s cap-
tain with Mohammad Rizwan likely to
replace him in limited-overs formats
later this month.

Babar released a statement on
X around midnight on Wednesday
announcing he had informed the Paki-
stan Cricket Board and team manage-
ment about his desire to quit sometime
last month.

While Babar did not state when he
had informed the board and team man-
agement about his decision to quit, the
29-year-old said he wanted to focus
on his batting while shedding off the
workload as a skipper.

“I'm sharing some news with you
today. | have decided to resign as
captain of the Pakistan men’s cricket
team, effective as of my natification to
the PCB and Team Management last
month,” Babar wrote.

“It's been an honour to lead this team,
but it's time for me to step down and
focus on my playing role,” he added.

Babar had quit Pakistan captaincy
after their dismal show in the ODI World
Cup in India 2023 but was reinstated
as the skipper in white-ball formats in
March this year.

However, his second stint had no
change in fortunes for the team and
Babar as the leader, as Pakistan per-
formed abysmally in the T20 World Cup
in the Americas in June, losing to the
US and India and failing to make it to
Super Eight stage.

Babar said captaincy had been a
“rewarding experience” but also added
a “significant workload” for him.

“Captaincy has been a rewarding

experience, but it's added a significant
workload. | want to prioritise my perfor-
mance, enjoy my batting, and spend
quality time with my family, which brings
me joy,” he said.

“By stepping down, | will gain clarity
moving forward and focus more energy
on my game and personal growth.”

“I’'m grateful for your unwavering sup-
port and belief in me. Your enthusiasm
has meant the world to me. I'm proud
of what we’ve achieved together and
excited to continue contributing to the
team as a player,” he added.

Babar was first made the T20 captain
in 2019, before taking charge of the Test
and ODI teams in 2020.

Babar’s resignation adds more to Pak-
istan’s woes as they are set to embark
on three away assignments after host-
ing England for a Test series starting
on October 7.

Pakistan will tour Australia for three
ODlIs and three T20Is in November
followed by a tour to Zimbabwe for as
many matches later in the month.

Pakistan will then head to South Africa
for three T20ls, three ODIs and two
Tests in December after which the team
will return home for a series against the
West Indies and New Zealand. Pakistan
are also slated to host the Champions
Trophy early next year.

of India tour, Latham to take over

AUCKLAND, Oct
2 (Agencies): Tim
Southee has stepped
down from New Zea-
land captaincy ahead
of the three-Test series
against India and Tom
Latham has been
appointed in the veteran
pacer’s place.

Southee captained
New Zealand in 14 Tests
in which the Kiwis won
six, lost six and drew
two.

“I've always tried to put
the team first throughout
my career and | believe
this decision is the
best for the team,” said
Southee in a New Zea-
land Cricket statement.

“| believe the way |
can best serve the team
moving forward is focus-
ing on my performances
on the field and getting

back to my best, to con-
tinue taking wickets and
helping New Zealand
win Test matches.”

The 35-year-old right-
arm pacer has so far
played 102 Tests along-
side 161 ODlIs and 126
T20Is. With 382 wickets,
he is the second-high-
est wicket-taker for the
Kiwis after legendary

Richard Hadlee (431).

“l will, as I've always
done, continue to sup-
port my teammates,
especially the exciting
young bowlers making
their way on the interna-
tional stage.

“I wish Tom all the
best in the role and he
knows I'll be there to
support him on his jour-

ney, as he has done for
me over the years,” said
Southee.

New Zealand head
coach Gary Stead said
Southee took the deci-
sion in the best interests
of the team.

“Tim’s a fantastic
player and a very good
leader who is held in
high regard by the play-
ers and support staff.”

“He’s been a great
servant of New Zealand
Cricket over nearly 17
years playing on the
international stage, and
I'd like to acknowledge
his humility in stepping
down from the role as
Test captain.

“It's not easy giving up
something you love, but
Tim is a true team-man
and he’s made the deci-
sion with the team’s best

interests at heart. He's
one of our greatest ever
players and we still very
much see him playing
a part in our Test side
moving forward.”

Southee took over as
New Zealand captain
after Kane Williamson
stepped down from the
role in December 2022.

Currently on tour of the
subcontinent, New Zea-
land have played a two-
Test series in Sri Lanka
while their one-off Test
against Afghanistan in
Noida was washed out.

New Zealand will take
on India in a three-Test
series with the first
match in Bengaluru
from October 16-20,
second in Pune from
October 24-28 and third
in Mumbai from Novem-
ber 1-5.

Inaugural Kho Kho World Cup in India to be
held next year

NEW DELHI, Oct 2
(Agencies): The first
edition of the Kho Kho
World Cup will be held
in India next year and
will feature 16 men’s
and women’s teams
from 24 countries
and six continents.
Kho Kho Federation
of India (KKFI) made

the announcement on
Wednesday. “Kho Kho
has its roots in India
and this World Cup
will highlight the rich
cultural heritage and
competitive spirit of the
sport. Today, the sport
that started in the mud
and has gone to the mat
now has a global pres-

ence with 54 countries
playing the sport across
the world,” KKFI said.
“Our ultimate goal is
to see Kho Kho rec-
ognised as an Olym-
pic sport by 2032 and
this World Cup is the
first step towards that
dream,” said KKFI pres-
ident Sudhanshu Mittal.
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JAMMU, Oct 2: GGM
Science College, under
the supervision and guid-
ance of Principal Prof.
(Dr.) Romesh Kumar
Gupta, organized a
solemn and heartfelt trib-
ute to Mahatma Gandhi,
Lal Bahadur Shastri, and
Lala Hans Raj Mahajan
(Sher-e-Duggar) on their
birth anniversaries.

The event was orga-
nized by the NSS volun-
teers under the supervi-
sion of NSS Program Offi-
cer Dr. Rahul Kait, in col-
laboration with Dr. Ashaq
Hussain, Co-Convener of
the Cultural, Seminars,
and Debate Committee
of the College.

The occasion featured a
range of activities includ-
ing speeches, skits on
communal harmony,
and a painting compe-
tition, highlighting the
achievements and con-
tributions of these three
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iconic leaders. Students
actively participated in the
events, paying homage to
the values of peace, sim-
plicity, and social reform
championed by these his-
torical figures.

Dr. Seema Gando-
tra convener Gandhian
Centre for Peace and
Conflict studies of the
College along with other
members Dr. Shalni
Sharma, Prof. Sunita
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Kumari and Prof. Mehnaz
Banoo also participated
in another function held
at GCW Parade Ground
Jammu on eve of Gandhi
Jyanti which was marked
by a special address by
LG of J&K Manoj Sinha
via online mode.

Prof. (Dr.) Romesh
Gupta while address-
ing the students in the
College emphasized the
significance of Mahatma

Gandhi’s teachings in
uniting society against
divisive forces and fos-
tering national integration.
He also reflected on
Lal Bahadur Shastri’s
invaluable contributions
to the nation, particularly
his dedication to hon-
esty, simplicity, and the
Gandhian philosophy,
and his famous slogan,
“Jai Jawan Jai Kisan.”
Dr. Gupta also paid

tribute to Lala Hans Raj
Mahajan, affectionately
known as Sher-e-Duggar,
calling him a prominent
leader in Jammu’s his-
tory. He praised Maha-
jan’s lifelong dedication
to social reform, his fight
against social evils such
as dowry, child marriage,
and untouchability, and
his advocacy for widow
remarriage and social
justice. Mahajan’s efforts
to promote Khadi and
his role in the Swadeshi
movement were also
highlighted, along with his
significant contributions to
education and infrastruc-
ture in Jammu, including
his role in the establish-
ment of GGM Science
College and the construc-
tion of the Chenab River
Bridge at Akhnoor.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks,
leaving participants
inspired by the legacies
of these three remarkable
leaders.

18th annual Cultural Extravaganza
“RaJnl organlsed by Aryans

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Oct 2:
Aryans Group of Colleg-
es, on Wednesday orga-
nized its 18th Cultural
Extravaganza “Rajni” at
Aryans Group of Col-
leges, Rajpura, Near
Chandigarh. Thousands
of students of B.Tech, B.
Pharma, Physiotherapy,
Paramedical MBA, LL.B,
BA-LL.B, BBA, BCA,
B.Com, GNM, ANM,
B.Sc(Agri), BA, B.Ed,
MA(Edu), Diploma etc
students participated in
various cultural activities.

The function started
with Sarswati Vandana
as welcome by Pankaj
Upadhyay & group. Stu-
dents showcased their
talent though lively and

Nations Development Association celebrates
Mahatma Gandhl S 155th Birth Anmversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Nations Development
Association (NDA), affili-
ated with Nehru Yuva
Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS), paid floral trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi.
Sushil Singh Charak,
Founder, Nations Devel-

exuberant performances
of various folk dances
like rajasthani & Bhojpuri
dance by Aman & group,
Folk Dance by Charan-
jeet, Giddha by Khush-
preet & group.

The solo dance perfor-
mance, folk orchestra and
folk songs were equally
engaging.

Zaheer from Jammu &
group performed Dogri
dance & exhibited the
culture of Jammu & Kash-
mir. Modeling of North
East made the audience
to clap repeatedly. Nati
by Sachin & Group while
Bihari dance by Amit and
group made audience to
get mesmerized.

Bhangra by Jasgam
& Group enthralled the
audience with hit Pun-

opment Association
(NDA), the tribute along-
side Er. Ashu Kumar,
students, and NDA mem-
bers.

This event commemo-
rates Gandhi Jayanti,
celebrating Gandhi’s
pioneering nonviolence
philosophy. The United
Nations recognizes this

jabi music and dance.
Comedy skit by Ishan &
group, Anand & group
refreshed the mind and
mood of the audience
and made then laugh.
Modeling by all students
sashayed the ramp with
different cultural attires.

Dr. Anshu Kataria
speaking on the occasion
said that Aryans Group
has students from all
over India who are study-
ing in various courses.
The students presented
their respective cultures
through their dances in
the function. He added
that besides studies,
extra co-curricular activi-
ties are equally important.
They help in the overall
development of the stu-
dents.

day as International
Day of Non-Violence.
NDA’s gesture aligns
with NYKS’s mission to
empower rural youth.

Sushil Singh Charak
praised Padma Shri S. P.
Varma, renowned social
worker and peace activ-
ist, for promoting Gandhi-
an values.

Kaith Biradari hails twin
sisters Kanan and Anwesha for
achieving excellence in dance

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 2: The
Kaith Biradari has hailed
the twin Kaith sisters:
Kanan Kaith and Anwe-
sha Kaith of Dehli Public
School Udhampur on
achieving excellence
in dance competition

organised at Greater Kai-
lash and being awarded
the ‘India ke Rockstar
Season 1 First Prize’ by

Feel the Beat.

Kaith Biradari members
said, We are extremely
with their amazing dance
performance and fer-
vently hope to see them
reach the sky height.

They also congratu-
lated the Delhi Public
School Udhampur and

their parents: Kumari
Anmol and Shammi
Kumar for this fabulous
achievement.

Bhagwat Mahapuran Katha
concludes with religious fervour

Top News Report

KOTRANKA, Oct 2:
The week-long “Shrimad
Bhagwat Tatva Gyan
Yagya” (Bhagwat Katha)
culminated today at the
Irrigation Ground near
Shiv Mandir, Kotranka,
with great zeal and reli-
gious fervor. Devotees
from surrounding areas
gathered to immerse
themselves in the divine
stories of Lord Krishna
and gain insights into his
teachings.

The event began on
September 27 and was
held under the guid-
ance of His Holiness
Atal Pithadishwar Rajg-
uru Acharya Mahaman-
dleshwar Shri Shri 1008
Swami Vishwatmanand
Saraswati Ji Maharaj.
Swamiji emphasized the
transformative power of
listening to the Bhagwat
Katha, suggesting that
it can significantly alter
one’s life.

During his discourse,
Swamiji remarked, “God
is in all, but he is also the
most different; he is with
us every moment.” He
stressed the importance
of truthfulness and the
impact of one’s expres-

sions on reality. Through-
out the Katha, he elabo-
rated on various episodes
from Lord Krishna’s life,
utilizing characters such
as Vaman, Sudama, and
Kansa to illustrate his
teachings.

The Katha included
vivid descriptions of
significant incidents,
such as King Parikshit’s
curse, the arrival of Guru
Sukhdeviji, the origin of
Brahmaji, and the playful
pastimes of Lord Krishna.
Swamiji recounted how
Krishna granted visions
to mother Yashoda and
Vasudevji, and narrated
the tales of his victories
over Putana and Kansa.

Other highlights includ-
ed the pride of the Gopis,
Krishna’s inner medita-
tion, the Maharaaslila,
and the message deliv-
ered by Krishna to the
Gopis. On the concluding
day, a grand langar was
organized, where numer-
ous devotees partook in
prashad and offered their
respects to Swamiji.

The event not only cel-
ebrated the teachings
of Lord Krishna but also
strengthened the bonds
of community and devo-
tion among attendees.

MSSC Trust celebrates Birth Anniversaries
of Lala Hans Raj Mahajan, Gandhl, Shastrl

]
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JAMMU, Oct 2: Neeraj
Dewan, President of the
Mahajan Sewa Sangh
Charitable (MSSC) Trust,
along with key members
including R.K. Gupta,
General Secretary;
Advocate Anil Gupta,
Cashier cum Secretary;
Apurav Gupta, Youth
President; Monika Gupta,
President of the Wom-
en’s Wing; and Krishna
Gupta, commemorated
the birth anniversaries
of esteemed leaders
Lala Hans Raj Mahajan,
Mahatma Gandhi, and
Lal Bahadur Shastri at
the Trust’'s Jammu office
on Wednesday.

The event celebrated
Lala Hans Raj Mahajan
ji, @ prominent reformer
of the Mahajan commu-
nity and the visionary
behind the establishment
of the Central Sabha of
Mahajans. The attend-
ees reflected on his con-
tributions, which have
significantly uplifted the
community and fostered
unity.

Neeraj Dewan empha-
sized the importance of
these leaders in shaping

India’s values and aspi-
rations. “Today, we not
only honor the birth anni-
versaries of these great
leaders but also reaffirm
our commitment to their
ideals of service, unity,
and integrity,” he stated.
“Their legacies continue
to inspire us to contribute
positively to society.”
The gathering also
paid tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi, the Father of the
Nation, and Lal Bahadur
Shastri, former Prime
Minister of India. The
contributions of these
leaders to India’s inde-
pendence and their dedi-
cation to the nation were

celebrated with heartfelt
speeches and remem-
brances.

As a gesture of good-
will, the Trust distributed
sweets among attend-
ees, fostering a sense
of community and joy.
The event served as a
reminder of the enduring
values of compassion,
service, and leader-
ship that these figures
embodied.

The Mahajan Sewa
Sangh Charitable Trust
remains dedicated to
promoting social welfare
and honoring the rich
heritage of the Mahajan
community.

GHS Dekri Edu Zone Inderwal
celebrates Gandhi Jayanti

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Oct 2:
Government High School
(GHS) Dekri Edu Zone
Inderwal celebrated
Gandhi Jayanti with
great pomp and show.
The event, held to honor
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, fea-
tured a series of activities
aimed at remembering
his teachings and contri-
butions to India’s freedom
struggle.

The day began with a
debate competition on
Gandhi’'s non-violence
movement, where stu-
dents passionately
expressed their views on
how non-violence shaped
India’s fight for indepen-

dence.

A quiz competition
focused on the life jour-
ney of Mahatma Gandhi

followed, testing the
participants’ knowledge
of his philosophies and
milestones. Additionally,
a painting competition
showcased students’
artistic interpretations of
Gandhi’s contributions to
the Indian freedom move-
ment.

In line with Gandhi’s
vision of a clean and self-
reliant nation, a cleanli-
ness drive was conducted.
Students and staff par-
ticipated enthusiastically,
promoting the ideals of
Swachh Bharat. The event
concluded with a pledge
on the Nasha Mukt Abhi-

yan, reflecting the school’'s
commitment to a drug-free
society.

The winners of the vari-
ous competitions were
felicitated by the school
staff, while all participants
received certificates of
appreciation for their
efforts.

Headmaster Joginder Lal
delivered the valedictory
speech, highlighting Gan-
dhi’s lifelong dedication to
truth, peace, and non-vio-
lence. He urged students
to carry forward his legacy
by embracing these prin-
ciples in their lives.

The event was a fit-
ting tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi, leaving students
inspired to follow in his
footsteps.

KUSHT MUITI AEHITAAN CEREMONY O 2MD OCTORER 1028
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NOWSHERA, Oct 2:
On the direction of Dr.
Rakesh Magotra, Direc-
tor of Health Services
Jammu, and Manohar
Rana, Chief Medical Offi-
cer of Rajouri, the Kusht
Mukti Abhiyan was orga-
nized on 2nd October
2024. The event was led
by Dr. Igbal Malik, Block
Medical Officer of Now-
shera, with the partici-
pation of ASHA workers
to ensure the message
reached the grassroots
level.

The purpose of this

EARLY DIRGHOSIS & COMPLETE TREATMENT WITH TNIT IS SURE CURE FoR @E'/fg |

LEPRISY & REVENTS FAON DISABLLY,
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event was to raise aware-
ness within the commu-
nity about leprosy, its
causes, transmission,
signs and symptoms,
treatment, prevention,
and the social stigma
surrounding the disease.
The Kusht Mukti Abhiyan
was also observed at
other health institutions
in the Nowshera block.

Various activities
were conducted during
the event, including a
pledge-taking ceremony,
awareness campaigns
in health institutions,
Anganwadi centers, and
among the community.

Cleanliness drives were
also held in health institu-
tions, with an emphasis
on early detection and
treatment, which is pro-
vided free of cost at all
health facilities.

The event concluded
with a commitment from
the health officials and
ASHA workers to contin-
ue their efforts towards
eradicating leprosy by
ensuring early detection
and treatment. The Kusht
Mukti Abhiyan is a crucial
step towards achieving
the goal of a leprosy-free
India and providing qual-
ity healthcare to all.
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