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Dying to do a song 
and dance film, says 

Sayani Gupta

Nashik court summons Rahul 
Gandhi in defamation case 
over remarks on Savarkar

Sachin Tendulkar set to 
return for inaugural 

International Masters League

BRIEFLY
56.01 % polling 
recorded in all 
40 assembly 
constituencies 
till 3 PM

SRINAGAR, Oct  1 
(Agencies): With poll-
ing for 3nd and final 
Phase of General Elec-
tions to J&K Legislative 
Assembly receiving 
huge momentum, all 
polling stations of 40 
Assembly Constitu-
encies across seven 
districts of Jammu & 
Kashmir have recorded 
an impressive 56.01 
percent voter turnout 
till 3 pm communicated 
the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, J&K.

7 Children injured 
in explosion near 
garbage dump in 
Bihar’s Bhagalpur

BHAGALPUR, Oct  
1 (Agencies): Seven 
children were injured, 
three of them seri-
ously, in an explosion 
near a garbage dump 
in Bihar’s Bhagalpur 
district on Tuesday, a 
senior police officer 
said.

Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP), 
Bhagalpur, Anand 
Kumar said that the 
blast took place in 
Khilafat Nagar locality, 
under the jurisdiction 
of Habibpur police sta-
tion, of the town and 
the children appeared 
to have inadvertently 
fiddled with an explo-
sive substance.

“Seven children, three 
of them seriously, were 
injured in the incident. 
All of them have been 
admitted to the nearest 
government hospital,” 
he said.

“The incident took 
place around noon and 
forensic experts as 
well dog squad have 
reached the spot to 
defuse any such explo-
sives that may be lying 
at the garbage dump 
and also identify the 
nature of the explosion 
that took place. Inves-
tigators have collected 
crucial exhibits from the 
spot and will be sent for 
scientific examination,” 
said the SSP.

A Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) has 
been constituted to 
further investigate the 
matter, he said adding, 
“Officials are trying 
to find out the nature 
of explosive material 
found from the spot......
was it a country-made 
bomb, or some fire-
cracker...and whatev-
er...Evidence is being 
collected from the spot. 
Senior officials are 
there at the site,” the 
SSP said.

CHANDIGARH, Oct 1 
(Agencies): The Indian 
army has recovered four 
more bodies from the 
accident site in Himach-
al Pradesh. The acci-
dent took place 56-years 
ago after an Indian Air 
Force (IAF) plane with 
102 people on board 
crashed in the Rohtang 
Pass.

After taking off from 
Chandigarh on Febru-
ary 7, 1968, the AN-12 
aircraft went missing.

The aircraft crashed as 

it faced severe weath-
er near the Rohtang 
Pass and for decades, 
the wreckage and the 

remains of the victims 
were lost in the icy ter-
rain, India Today report-
ed.

Led by the Dogra 
Scouts in collaboration 
with the representatives 
of Tiranga Mountain 
Rescueis part of the 
Chandra Bhaga Moun-
tain Expedition under 
Indian army’s search 
and rescue mission.

The wreckage was first 
discovered by mountain-
eers from the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Institute of 
Mountaineering in 2003, 
followed by multiple 
expeditions over 

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): The situ-
ation along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in 
eastern Ladakh is stable 
but sensitive and not 
normal, Chief of Army 
Staff Gen Upendra 
Dwivedi said on Tuesday 
on the dragging military 
standoff between China 
and India in the region.

Though a “positive 
signalling” is coming out 
from the diplomatic talks 
between the two sides 
on resolution of the row, 
the execution of any 
plan depends on the 

military commanders on 
the ground, Gen Dwivedi 
said.

He was speaking at a 
curtain raiser event on 
the Chanakya Defence 
Dialogue.

India and China held 

two rounds of diplomatic 
talks in July and August 
with an aim to find early 
resolution of outstanding 
issues in their standoff 
on the LAC in eastern 
Ladakh.

“The positive signalling 
is coming from the diplo-
matic side, but what we 
need to understand (is 
that) the diplomatic side 
gives options and pos-
sibilities,” he said.

“But when it comes to 
the execution on ground, 
when it relates to ground 
per se; it is dependent

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): On Monday 
evening, police detained 
Ladakh climate activist 
Sonam Wangchuk and 
his comrades near Delhi 
border, barring their 
entry into the national 
capital.

Around 120 people 
from Ladakh including 
Wangchuk — who had 
marched to the national 
capital demanding Sixth 
Schedule status for 
the Union Territory — 

have been detained by 
the Delhi Police at the 
national capital’s border, 
news agency reported.

The government’s 

move to crush the dis-
sent invited severe criti-
cism from top politicians 
including, the leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha 

Rahul Gandhi, Commu-
nist Party of India (M) 
leader from Kashmir 
Yousuf Tarigami, and 
PDP chief Mehbooba 
Mufti.

Rahul Gandhi on Tues-
day termed the deten-
tion of these protesting 
people as “unaccept-
able”.

Gandhi said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
would have to listen to 
Ladakh’s voice.

JAMMU, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): State BJP Presi-
dent and candidate from 
Nowshera Assembly 
seat Ravinder Raina 
said that a large number 
of people are voting in 
the last phase of assem-
bly elections in Jammu 
and Kashmir and voting 
percentage has been 
unexpected.

Ravinder Raina said, 
“A large number of 
people are voting in the 
last phase of assembly 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
have participated whole-

heartedly in this festival 
of democracy. These 
elections have been 
conducted very well. 
Polling percentage has 
been unexpected. This 
shows J&K is touch-
ing new heights and 
giving its contribution in 
strengthening new India. 

I would like to congratu-
late the security foces 
and EC for conducting 
the polls successfully.”

Former Deputy CM 
of J&K and BJP leader 
Kavinder Gupta was 
confident of BJP coming 
to power

“Elections are taking 
place in Jammu and 
Kashmir after 10 years 
and there is enthusiasm 
among the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
Today, people have 
shown their gratitude 
towards democracy and 
have expressed their

JAMMU, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): Long denied the 
right to vote, members 
of the Valmiki commu-
nity exercised their fran-
chise for the first time in 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly elections on 
Tuesday and termed it 
as a “historic moment”.

The Valmikis were 
originally brought to J-K 
in 1957 from Punjab’s 

Gurdaspur district for 
sanitation work by the 
state government.

 “I am a first-time voter 
at the age of 45. In my 
lifetime. We are thrilled 
and filled with enthu-
siasm to participate in 
J-K’s assembly elec-
tions for the first time. It 
is like a big festival for 
us,” Gharu Bhati, who 
voted at a polling station 

in Jammu, said.
Bhati, who has led 

efforts for over 15 years 
to secure citizenship 
rights for his community 
said, “This is a festival 
for the entire Valmiki 
community. We have 
voters as old as 80 and 
as young as 18. Two 
generations before us 
were denied this right, 
but justice prevailed 
when Article 370 was 
abrogated, granting us 
citizenship of J-K.”

 “For decades, our 
community, brought 
here for sanitation work, 
was denied basic rights, 
including the right to vote 
and citizenship of J-K. It 
is a historic moment for 
the entire Valmiki com-
munity,” he said.

LEH (Ladakh), Oct 1 
(Agencies): The Kargil 
Democratic Alliance 
(KDA) and Apex Body, 
Leh have called for a 
bandh across Ladakh 
following the detention 
of renowned activist 
Sonam Wangchuk on 
Monday night.

Shops in Ladakh were 
observed closed as 
residents demanded 
Wangchuk’s release and 

advocate for the sixth 
schedule to safeguard 
the region’s rights.

Hajan Fathima Bano, 
an 87-year-old Apex 
activist, voiced her con-
cerns over the deten-
tion of activist Wang-
chuk along with the 
other people of Ladakh 
demanding for their 
rights.

 “We’ve heard they 
have been apprehend-

ed. They didn’t go to 
engage in conflict; they 
went to advocate for the 
sixth schedule on behalf 
of the people of Ladakh. 
We are willing to give 
our lives for them. They 
shouldn’t be held cap-
tive,” she stated.

The bandh aims to 
raise awareness about 
the ongoing struggle for 
Ladakhi autonomy and

Four more bodies recovered after IAF plane 
crashed in Himachal 56 years ago

Situation stable but not normal: Army 
Chief on Eastern Ladakh Standoff

Rahul Gandhi, Kashmiri politicians condemn detention 
of Sonam Wangchuk, other activists in Delhi

JK Polls: Valmiki Community votes 
for first time in Assembly Polls

Unexpected voter turnout, JK touching new 
heights”: State BJP President Ravinder Raina

KDA, Apex Body call for Ladakh Bandh following 
activist Sonam Wangchuk’s detention
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BHOG &  ANTIM ARDAAS
With profound grief and sorrow we 

wish to inform you the sad demise 
of our beloved Sdn. Ravinder Kaur 
Gandhi W/o  S. Swatanter Singh 
Gandhi on 29th September 2024 at 
Delhi.

Antim Ardaas will be held as per 
program at Gurudwara Sri Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, Chand Nagar ( Opp. 
Hotel Fortune Inn Riviera )

Aarambh Shri Akhand Paath 
Sahib on  Wednesday, 2nd October 
2024 at 10:30 a.m 

Bhog Shri Aakhand Patth Sahib 
on Friday,  4th October 2024 at 10:30 a.m

Kirtan from 10:30 a.m  -12.00 Noon,  followed by Guru Ji Ka 
Langar

GRIEF STRICKEN :
Vineet Raina (Vinny ) & Lalit Raina
(Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Jasleen Kaur & Randeep Singh Gandhi (Rinnu)
(Daughter-in-Law & Son)
Sisters-in-law & Brothers-in-Law :
Smt. Rajni & Shri Bharat Gandhi ( Ex-MLA )
Sdn. Sarabjeet &  S. Vijay Gandhi
Smt. Akshi &  S. Prakash Gandhi
Sdn. Manpreet &  S. Puran Singh Gandhi  (Retd. Chief Engineer) 
Sister & Brother-in-Law :
Smt. Vigyan Bharti Kaila & Advocate Dogra Harish Kaila 
         (Retd. AIR)
Bhabhis & Brothers :
Sdn. Rajinder Kaur &  Lt. S. Kulbir Singh 
Sdn. Parvinder Kaur &  S. Sujinder Singh 
Sdn. Manjeet Kaur &  S. Manvinder Singh  
Sisters & Brothers-in-law :
Lt. Pupinder Kaur & S. Pritam Singh
Sdn. Harjinder Kaur &  Lt. S. Jasjit Singh Sachdeva
Sdn. Jatinder Kaur &  S. Baldev Singh ( Advocate )
Sdn. Manjeet Kaur & Lt. S. Harjit Singh 
Grand Daughter :
Sanvi Raina
Contact no. 9419111239; 8825065356; 7889357105
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SRINAGAR, Oct 1 
(Agencies): Of the 415 
candidates contesting in 
Phase III of the ongoing 
J&K Assembly elections 
across 40 segments, 
16% (67) have declared 
criminal cases, while 
13% (52) have declared 
serious criminal charges 
in their self-sworn affida-
vits.

As in previous phases, 
the Indian National Con-
gress continues to lead in 
fielding candidates with 
criminal backgrounds, 
followed by the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), National Confer-
ence (NC) and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP).

According to an analy-
sis by the Association 
for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR), 5 candidates 
have declared cases of 
attempted murder (IPC 
Section 307). At the same 
time, 45 per cent of con-
testants have reported 
their educational qualifi-
cations as being between 
the 5th and 12th grades.

On the assets and lia-
bilities front, among all 
candidates in this phase, 
Sajad Gani Lone has the 
highest liabilities of Rs 

7 crore, while Devender 
Singh Rana has the high-
est assets, amounting to 
Rs 126 crore.

The details revealed 
that, among the major 
parties, 5 (21%) out of 
24 INC candidates, 4 
(12%) out of 33 PDP 
candidates, 2 (11%) out 
of 18 NC candidates, 1 
(5%) out of 21 BSP can-
didates, and 1 (3%) out of 
29 BJP candidates have 
declared criminal cases 
in their affidavits.

For candidates with 
serious criminal cases, 
Congress leads, closely 
followed by NC, PDP, and 
BJP. Among the major 
parties, 3 (13%) out of 
24 INC candidates, 4 
(12%) out of 33 PDP 

candidates, 2 (11%) out 
of 18 NC candidates, 1 
(5%) out of 21 BSP can-
didates, and 1 (3%) out of 
29 BJP candidates have 
declared serious criminal 
cases.

There are also 11 con-
stituencies (28%) out 
of 40 going to the polls 
that have been cat-
egorized as “Red Alert 
Constituencies”-where 3 
or more contesting can-
didates have declared 
criminal cases.

Regarding candidate 
wealth, 41% (169) are 
crorepatis, with NC field-
ing the highest number in 
this phase.

The ADR noted that 
the influence of money 
in elections is evident, 

as all major political par-
ties tend to give tickets to 
wealthy candidates.

Among the major par-
ties, 16 (89%) out of 18 
NC candidates, 19 (79%) 
out of 24 INC candidates, 
22 (76%) out of 29 BJP 
candidates, 12 (36%) out 
of 33 PDP candidates, 
and 7 (33%) out of 21 
BSP candidates have 
declared assets worth 
more than Rs 1 crore.

The average assets per 
candidate in Phase III of 
the Assembly polls stand 
at Rs 2.76 crore.

In terms of party-wise 
average assets, BJP can-
didates average Rs 10.57 
crore, NC candidates Rs 
7.36 crore, INC candi-
dates Rs 4.15 crore, PDP 
candidates Rs 3.61 crore, 
and BSP candidates Rs 
1.78 crore.

Three candidates 
have declared the high-
est assets-two from the 
Baramulla Assembly 
segment and one from 
Jammu.

In Kashmir, PDP’s 
Shabir Ahmed Mir, con-
testing from Gulmarg, 
has Rs 53 crore in assets, 
while Independent candi-
date Taj Mohiudin, con-

testing from Uri, has Rs 
51 crore. From Jammu, 
BJP’s Devender Singh 
Rana, contesting from 
Nagrota, has declared 
assets worth Rs 126 
crore.

Six candidates-four 
from Jammu and two 
from Kashmir-have 
declared zero assets, 
while three have declared 
low assets, each valued 
in the thousands.

An interesting data 
point is that 45% (187) 
of the candidates have 
declared their educa-
tional qualifications to be 
between the 5th and 12th 
grades, while 52% (214) 
have declared Graduate 
or higher qualifications. 
Additionally, 4 candidates 
are diploma holders and 
9 candidates are illiterate.

In terms of age, 133 
(32%) candidates are 
between 25 and 40 
years old, 198 (48%) are 
between 41 and 60, and 
84 (20%) are between 61 
and 80.

Regarding gender, only 
28 (7%) female candi-
dates are contesting in 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Assembly Election 2024 
Phase III.

67 candidates out of 415 in 3rd phase 
have criminal background

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Union 
Minister Dr. Jitendra 
Singh today accused 
Congress and National 
Conference of manipu-
lating Jammu & Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly to a 
6 year term by using the 
alibi of Article 370.

For the first time after 
nearly 50 years, said the 
Union Minister, the tenure 
of the Jammu & Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly  will 
be of five years instead of 

six years. “The previous 
rulers, under the pretext 
of Article 370, kept the 
tenure of the assembly 
at six years. When Indira 

Gandhi, the then Prime 
Minister, introduced an 
amendment during the 
emergency in 1975 and 
extended the term of the 
assemblies and parlia-
ment to six years. The 
NC, which was ruling in 
J-K with the support of 
the Congress, adopted 
the resolution without any 
second thought.

“However, when the 
Janata Party government 
revoked the amendment 
three years later, the 
NC-Congress govern-
ment used Article 370 
to continue the six year 
rule. This is how Article 
370 was being abused by 
the political dynasts for 
their own benefit. Article 
370 was no benefit to the 
people,” he said.

The Union Minister was 
talking to reporters after 
casting his vote in the 
third and final phase of 
assembly elections at Tri-
kuta Nagar polling station 
here this morning. The 
minister was accompa-
nied by his wife and son.

“I want to thank Prime 
Minister Modi, the BJP’s 
leadership”, said Dr Jiten-
dra Singh. The festival of 
democracy is being cel-
ebrated, happiness is 
palpable.

This is the first election 
, said Dr Jitendra Singh, 
when there was no call 
for strike from Pakistan, 
no 8-10 pc voting like it 
used to be either... The 
refugees who came from 
Pakistan were not very 
favourably disposed 

towards Congress, they 
held Congress responsi-
ble for partition, partition 
was one of the biggest 
miscarriages, they attrib-
uted it to personal ambi-
tion of Nehru and Jinnah. 
They were kept away from 
voting rights, but they 
gave two PMs, Manmo-
han Singh and IK Gujral, 
Article 370 was misused, 
the lotus will bloom here,”

He also accused previ-
ous regimes, especially 
of the National Confer-
ence and Congress, of 
misusing Article 370 by 
depriving West Pakistani 
refugees, Valmiki Samaj 
and Gorkha community 
of their “citizenship and 
voting rights”.

The senior BJP leader 
said people are coming 
out to vote in large num-
bers like any other part of 
the country. “You should 
appreciate that this is the 
first election happening in 
J-K in the past 35 years 
where there is no strike 
call from Pakistan, no 
boycott campaign run by 
separatists, no separat-
ist slogan…this is why I 
am terming this election 
as true mainstreaming of 
democracy,” said Dr Jiten-
dra Singh.

 “The credit goes to 
Modi for holding urban 
local bodies, panchay-
ats, including the first of 
its kind District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) elec-
tions, and implementing 
the 73, 74 amendment 
of Panchayati Raj Act to 
benefit the people of the 

double-engine govern-
ment,” he said.

Asked about the West 
Pakistani, Valmiki, and 
Gorkha community pop-
ulations getting voting 
rights after a long wait of 
seven decades, he said 
the injustice with these 
communities was also 
another example of the 
misuse of Article 370 and 
Article 35A by the previ-
ous governments. “Even 
if you go abroad, you 
are getting citizenship 
rights after 10 years, but 
the community that gave 
India two prime minis-
ters—Manmohan Singh 
and I K Gujaral—were 
deprived of citizenship 
and voting rights for set-
tling in J-K after partition,” 
he said.

 “Partition was miscar-
riage in recent history, 
and they always attributed 
it to the personal ambi-
tions of (Pandit Jawahar 
Lal) Nehru and (Muham-
mad Ali) Jinnah. They 
were denied citizenship 
and voting rights under 
the garb of article 370 
and 35A, even though we 
have two prime ministers 
from their community.

“This again reflected 
that this (Article 370) was 
misused and abused by 
those who were vocifer-
ous votaries of it, even 
as it never helped the 
common man—whether 
in Jammu or Srinagar. 
The people in Srinagar 
within their hear ts 
approved its abrogation 
as well,” he said.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Senior 
BJP leader and former 
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Kavinder Gupta on 
Tuesday commended 
the people of the Jammu 
region for their over-
whelming participation in 
the third and final phase 
of the Assembly polls. He 
expressed gratitude for 
the enthusiasm displayed 
by voters, noting that this 
unprecedented turnout is 
a testament to the flour-
ishing democracy under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership.

Reflecting on past elec-
tions,  Kavinder Gupta 
highlighted how previous-
ly, people were indiffer-
ent towards casting their 
votes. However, this time, 
the spirit of democracy 
prevailed, with people 
coming out in large num-
bers to exercise their 

right to vote. “The change 
we are witnessing today 
is due to the efforts of 
the Modi government, 
which has strengthened 
the democratic process 
and empowered citizens 
to take an active role in 
shaping their future,” he 
remarked.

During the day, Kavin-
der Gupta visited various 
polling booths across the 
Bahu constituency to per-
sonally take stock of the 
smooth voting process. 
He interacted with voters, 
ensuring that the polling 
was conducted without 
any hindrances, and 
expressed his apprecia-
tion for their participation.

The former Deputy 
Chief Minister thanked 

the people of Jammu 
region for their over-
whelming support and 
dedication to democra-
cy, emphasizing that this 
election marks a new era 
of political engagement 
in the Union Territory. He 
reiterated his confidence 
in the BJP’s commitment 
to the welfare of the 
people and the continued 
development of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

“The people have 
shown great faith in 
the democratic system, 
and the massive turn-
out reflects their trust in 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modi. Together, 
we will continue to build 
a brighter future for our 
state,” he added.

JAMMU. Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): BJP candidate from 
Nagrota Assembly seat, 
Devender Singh Rana, cast 
his vote at a polling booth in 
Jammu on Tuesday morn-
ing.

After casting his vote, 
the BJP candidate praised 
Prime Minister Modi’s lead-
ership for reposing faith in 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He said, “It is a festival 
of democracy and people 
are enthusiastic and people 
are participating in it with 
so much enthusiasm and 
passion. The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
faith in the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and want to include 
themselves in this journey 
of Viksit Bharat…For the 
first time in Jammu and 
Kashmir, a full majority 

government of BJP will be 
formed…”

The polling for the third 
and final phase of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
assembly elections started 
here at 7 am today, with 40 
constituencies going to the 
polls. Among the 40 con-
stituencies, 24 are in the 
Jammu division and the 
rest in the Kashmir Valley. 
Voting started at 7 AM and 
6 PM, with security mea-
sures in place to ensure a 
smooth and peaceful pro-
cess.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday 
also exuded confidence 
in winning the election and 
applauded the participation 
of women voters in large 
numbers in the festival of 
democracy.

In a post on X, PM Modi 
also called upon first-time 

voters to exercise their fran-
chise.

 “Today is the third and 
last round of voting in 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir assembly elections. I 
request all voters to come 
forward and cast their 
votes to make the festival 
of democracy a success. 
I am confident that apart 
from the young friends who 
are going to vote for the first 
time, women power will 
also participate in the voting 
in large numbers,” PM Modi 
wrote in a post on X.

Among the 40 constituen-
cies, 24 are in the Jammu 
division and the rest in the 
Kashmir Valley. At least 
415 candidates, including 
former deputy Chief Min-
isters Tara Chand of Con-
gress and Muzaffar Hus-
sain Beig, are contesting in 
the third phase.

Congress, NC manipulated J&K Assembly to 6 year term: Dr Jitendra Democracy flourishes under Modi regime as J&K 
witnesses unprecedented voter turnout: Kavinder

BJP to form full majority government 
in J&K: Devender Singh Rana

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Elec-
tions in J&K and Hary-
ana are at their peak. 
In this context, all politi-
cal parties are engaged 
in a political game of 
accusations and coun-
ter-accusations against 
each other. However, 
during a public meeting 
in J&K, Cong President 
Mallikarjun Kharge made 
a controversial statement 
about PM Modi, saying, 
“I will stay alive until 
PM Modi is ousted from 
power.” This remark has 
created quite a stir in the 
political corridors.

Union Home and 
Cooperation Minister, 
BJP veteran, and a key 
figure in Indian politics, 
Amit Shah, expressed 
his objection to Kharge’s 
statement on X, stat-
ing, “On September 29, 
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge used 
indecent language in his 
speech, leaving himself, 
his leaders, and his party 
behind.” Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
has embarrassed him-
self, his leaders, and 
his party by using com-
pletely inappropriate and 
disrespectful language 
in his speech. By bitterly 
displaying hatred, he 
unnecessarily dragged 
PM Modi into his person-
al health issues, stating 
that he will not rest until 

Modi is removed from 
power. “This shows how 
much hatred and fear 
Congress members have 
for PM Modi, as they con-
stantly think about him. 
As for Kharge ji’s health, 
Modi ji, I, and all of us 
pray that he lives a long 
and healthy life. May he 
live for many years to wit-
ness the construction of a 
developed India by 2047 
under PM’s leadership.”

This is not the first time 
Congress President 
Kharge has insulted PM 
Modi. Kharge has com-
pared PM Modi to a “poi-
sonous snake,” “chief of 
liars,” and even likened 
him to Ravana. Such 
statements indicate that 
the power-hungry Con-
gress members harbour 
only poison, hatred, and 
fear towards Modi. 

The desire for power 
has destroyed all morality 
within the coalition party. 
The Congress President 
has shown his frustra-
tion and fear through 
his statements about 
Modi. Kharge is the only 
leader of Congress on 
whom one should not get 
angry but should express 
sorrow and regret for him. 
Congressmen are acting 
like leeches by tortur-
ing a weak old man with 
their agenda. There is a 
saying that, ‘A worthless 
son makes his elderly 
father take care of him till 
his last breath.’

Amit Shah’s rebuttal to Cong Prez 
Kharge’s statement: Cong members 
have repeatedly disrespected PM
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International days and 
weeks are occasions to 
educate the public on 

issues of concern, to mobilize 
political will and resources 
to address global problems, 
and to celebrate and reinforce 
achievements of humanity. The 
existence of international days 
predates the establishment of 
the United Nations, but the UN 
has embraced them as a power-
ful advocacy tool. 34th ‘Inter-
national Day of Older Persons’ 
is being celebrated today the 
world over. This day is fun-
damentally a special day for 
Senior Citizens. Additionally, 
this day provides an opportu-
nity to acknowledge the contri-
butions, wisdom, dignity and 
needs, besides drawing atten-
tion of Authorities at helm of 
affairs to fortify their efforts 
to guarantee welfare of Senior 
Citizens.The adherence is a 
focus of ageing organisations 
and the United Nations Pro-
gram on Ageing. On 14 Decem-
ber 1990, the United Nations 
General Assembly designated 
October 1 as the International 
Day of Older Persons (Resolu-
tion 45/106), which was pre-
ceded by initiatives such as the 
‘Vienna International Plan of 
Action on Ageing”, and adopt-
ed by the 1982 World Assem-
bly on Ageing and endorsed 
later that year by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly. The day was 
observed for the first time on 
October 1, 1991. Later on, the 
United Nations Principles for 
Older Persons were adopted 
by the UN General Assem-
bly (Resolution 46/91) on 16 
December 1991, whereby Gov-
ernments were encouraged to 
incorporate them into their 
national programmes when-
ever possible. The Resolution 
comprises upon 18 principles, 
which are grouped under five 
themes: independence, par-
ticipation, care, self-fulfilment 
and dignity. However, in view 
of space constraints, only two 
principles, acknowledged 
under the theme ‘dignity’ are 
duplicated hereunder;
“Dignity:
• Older persons should be 

able to live in dignity and secu-
rity and be free of exploitation 
and physical or mental abuse.
• Older persons should be 

treated fairly regardless of age, 
gender, racial or ethnic back-
ground, disability or other 
status, and be valued indepen-
dently of their economic contri-
bution.”
Likewise, in line with the 

principles set forth by the 
United Nations, the Govern-
ment of India has also adopted 
‘National Policy for Senior Citi-
zens 2011’, which among other 
measures, inter-alia includes;
• That ten percent of hous-

ing schemes for urban and 
rural lower income segments 
will be earmarked for Senior 
Citizens. This will include the 
Indira Awas Yojana and other 
schemes of the Government. 
• That age friendly, barrier-

free access will be created in 
Buses and Bus Stations, Rail-
ways and Railway Stations, air-
ports and bus transportation 
within the Airports, Banks, 
Hospitals, Parks, Places of wor-

ship, shopping malls and other 
public places that Senior Citi-
zens and the disabled frequent.
• To develop housing com-

plexes for single older men and 
women and for those with need 
for specialized care in cities, 
towns and rural areas. 
• To promote age friendly 

facilities and standards of uni-
versal design by Bureau of 
Indian Standards. 

• That since a multi-purpose 
centre is a necessity for social 
interaction of Senior Citizens; 
Housing Colonies would 
reserve sites for establishing 
such centres. Segregation of 
senior citizens in housing colo-
nies would be discouraged and 
their integration into the com-
munity supported.
• That Senior Citizen will 

be given loans for purchase 
of houses as well as for major 
repairs, with easy repayment 
schedules.
       Population ageing is an 

irreversible global trend. In 
2021, 1 in 10 people worldwide 
were aged 65 or above. In 2050, 
this age group is projected to 
account for 1 in 6 people glob-
ally. Simultaneously, accord-
ing to Macro Trends, the life 
expectancy in India in 2024 
is projected to be 70.62 years, 
which is a 0.29% increase from 
2023. Population ageing is 
poised to become one of the 
most noteworthy social revo-
lutions of the twenty-first cen-
tury, having repercussions on 
nearly all sectors of society, 
including labour and financial 
markets, the demand for goods 
and services, such as housing, 
transportation and social pro-
tection, as well as family struc-
tures and intergenerational ties. 
Swift growth in the number of 
persons attaining older ages 
underlines the importance of 
fostering health, preventing, 
and treating illnesses through 
the entire passage of life. In 
societies with aging popula-
tions, it becomes very impera-
tive to attune with the increas-
ing number of elderly individ-
uals who have a diverse range 
of functional aptitudes. The 
ability to perform vital func-
tions and participate in every-
day happenings is dependent 
not merely upon an individ-
ual’s inherent capability but 
also the social and somatic 
environment in which they 
live. Compassionate settings, 
obviously, play a central part 
in supporting older beings to 
uphold their pursuit levels and 
individuality as they move for-
ward in age. Anyway, longer 
lives are one of humanity’s 
greatest achievements. None-
theless, no one just want to add 
years to his life; rather, every-
one also wants to enjoy good 
health and well-being in later 
life. As of now, elderly people 

having meagre resources, pre-
dominantly those belonging to 
rural areas are unquestionably 
quite vulnerable, with many 
of them experiencing poverty, 
prejudice, and health prob-
lems. They occasionally endure 
maltreatment as well, which is 
harmful to them. The foremost 
purpose of the day is to draw 
attention to how the world 
might better the lives of older 
people. The feelings expressed 
herein above are vindicated by 
an excerpt from a message of 
United Nations’ Secretary Gen-
eral for the year 2023, as under;
“Older persons are invalu-

able sources of knowledge and 
experience and have much to 
contribute towards peace, sus-
tainable development, and 
protecting our planet. 
We must ensure their active 

engagement, full participation, 
and essential contributions 
– including through social 
and workplace policies built 
around their specific needs.
We must promote lifelong 

learning, quality healthcare, 
and digital inclusion.
And we must foster intergen-

erational dialogue and unity.
Together, let us build more 

inclusive and age-friendly soci-
eties and a more resilient world 
for all.”
Indeed, the measures under-

lined in various programs and 
schemes mentioned in earlier 
paragraphs are aimed at wel-
fare of elderly segment of our 
society, but regretfully it needs 
a mention that on ground 
there has not been seen visible 
impact. Although, the Nation-
al Policy on Older Persons, 
1999, which is presently in 
force, envisages State support 
to ensure financial and food 
security, health care, shelter, 
protection and other needs of 
older persons to improve qual-
ity of their lives, but much is 
required to be done on ground, 
so as to ensure that the benefit 
reaches the targeted segment of 
population i.e., Senior Citizens 
in particular.
  loneliness is the biggest 

enemy of old people. Even the 
oldies living with their children 
also feel lonely if not attended 
to properly or ignored. The 
Government of the UT of 
Jammu and Kashmir has surely 
initiated certain steps towards 
establishing ‘Old Age Homes’. 
But taking into account various 
constrictions and reservations 
among Senior Citizens in the 
existing setup of society, people 
are reluctant to avail this facil-
ity. It has been observed that 
none of the Old Age Homes sit-
uate in Jammu and elsewhere 
is fully occupied. Need of the 
hour is to establish more and 
more ‘Day Care Centers’ and 
‘Pay and Stay Homes’. Initia-
tive and support from the UT 
Administration in this regard 
is not encouraging, and needs 
to be accelerated. At the same 
time, however, the Senior Citi-
zens are advised to find ways 
to engage themselves and learn 
to utilise their time in fruitful 
manner. They can take up read-
ing or writing, or help their 
working children by taking 
care of grandchildren. Senior 
Citizens living in colonies and 
apartments can form a club for 
enjoying get-togethers, singing 

bhajans/songs and religious 
discourses, birthdays and mar-
riage anniversary celebrations 
of the active members of the 
group and indoor games. These 
activities can be organized on 
daily, alternate days or weekly 
basis depending upon local 
situations. Here it would be in 
place to make a mention that 
‘The Association for Welfare 
of Senior Citizens Jammu’ is 
striving hard towards achiev-
ing the desired goals in con-
ducting weekly get-togethers 
on every Thursday; wherein 
a lot of entertaining activi-
ties including celebration of 
birthdays of members and/or 
spouses are organized, besides 
organising contributory lunch/
dinner (along with spouses) at 
some nearby locations, at least 
once in every month. Addi-
tionally, the Association is 
helping the needy Senior Citi-
zens in taking up their issues 
with appropriate authorities. 
Presently the Association is 
carrying on its activities in a 
private accommodation, which 
of late is being felt quite insuf-
ficient. Despite constant and 
determined efforts, there have 
been no fruitful results in get-
ting some appropriate accom-
modation, aiming to serve the 
Senior Citizen brethren in a 
better way. 
Anyhow, given the least 

amount of emphasis the 
authorities are putting in build-
ing infrastructure and facilities 
for old age care, as suggested 
herein above, it is anticipated 
that India, and in particular the 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir may 
face a state of crisis in coming 
future. Incidentally, however, 
it may be well placed to add 
here that the theme for the cur-
rent year (2024) International 
Day of Older Persons (IDOP) 
is; “Ageing with Dignity: The 
Importance of Strengthening 
Care and Support Systems for 
Older Persons Worldwide”. 
In closing the writeup, a few 

sayings concerning older seg-
ment of the society are narrated 
as follows;
i. “Count your age by 

friends, not years. Count your 
life by smiles, not tears.” – John 
Lennon.
ii. “Growing old is a thing of 

beauty when you have care-
givers who love and support 
you.” -- Unknown.

iii. “You know you are getting 
old when you have more can-
dles on your cake than friends 
at your party.”—Unknown.
iv. “The glory of the elderly is 

their insight, their knowledge, 
and their wisdom,” — Lailah 
Gifty Akita.
v. “Getting old is like climb-

ing a mountain; you get a little 
out of breath, but the view is 
much better!” -- Ingrid Berg-
man.

(Contributed by 
Virender Kumar Gupta 
-- retired JKAS officer, 
and President of the 

Association for Welfare 
of Senior 

Citizens-Regd.)

India, the world’s largest democracy, 
showcases a complex and vibrant 
political landscape. With a population 

exceeding 1.4 billion, the country has a par-
liamentary system that reflects its diverse 
cultural, linguistic, and religious tapestry. 
Established in 1950, the Constitution of 
India lays the foundation for democratic gov-
ernance, enshrining fundamental rights and 
outlining the structure of government. The 
roots of democracy in India can be traced 
back to the freedom struggle against British 
colonial rule. Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru envisioned a nation 
where power rested in the hands of the 
people. Upon gaining independence in 1947, 
India adopted a democratic framework, tran-
sitioning from colonial rule to a sovereign 
state. The Constituent Assembly, compris-
ing eminent leaders, meticulously crafted 
the Constitution, emphasizing justice, lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity. India operates 
under a parliamentary system, characterized 
by a bicameral legislature comprising the 
Lok Sabha (House of the People) and the 
Rajya Sabha (Council of States). Members 
of the Lok Sabha are directly elected, while 
the Rajya Sabha is composed of representa-
tives appointed by state legislatures and the 
President. The Prime Minister, elected by the 
majority party or coalition in the Lok Sabha, 
serves as the head of government, while the 
President acts as the ceremonial head of 
state. Elections in India are conducted by 
the Election Commission, an independent 
body responsible for ensuring free and fair 
polls. The country holds regular elections 
at multiple levels—central, state, and local. 
Voter turnout is a significant aspect of Indian 
democracy, often reflecting the electorate’s 
engagement and the challenges in mobiliz-
ing diverse populations. Recent elections 
have seen technological advancements, 
including electronic voting machines and 
online voter registration, aimed at increas-
ing transparency and accessibility. Despite 
its robust framework, Indian democracy 
faces several challenges. One significant 
issue is the influence of money and muscle 
power in politics, which can skew electoral 
outcomes. Political parties often rely on sub-
stantial funding, leading to questions about 
accountability and transparency. Moreover, 
communalism and regionalism can threat-
en social cohesion, with political narratives 
sometimes exploiting religious and ethnic 
divides. Corruption remains another press-
ing concern. Various initiatives, including the 
Right to Information Act, have been imple-
mented to combat this issue, but systemic 
corruption persists, eroding public trust in 
institutions. Additionally, the rise of populist 
politics has raised alarms about the erosion 
of democratic norms, where leaders may 
bypass constitutional mechanisms for expe-
diency. A vibrant civil society plays a crucial 
role in Indian democracy, with numerous 
non-governmental organizations advocating 
for social justice, human rights, and envi-
ronmental issues. The media, both print 
and digital, serves as a watchdog, holding 
the government accountable and fostering 
public discourse. However, media freedom 
faces challenges, with instances of censor-
ship and intimidation reported against 
journalists, particularly those critiquing 
the establishment. Indian democracy is a 
dynamic and evolving entity, embodying the 
aspirations and struggles of its people. While 
it celebrates remarkable achievements, such 
as conducting the largest elections globally 
and fostering a pluralistic society, it also 
grapples with significant challenges. The 
resilience of its institutions, the engagement 
of civil society, and the active participation of 
citizens are vital for addressing these issues 
and ensuring that democracy continues to 
thrive. As India progresses, the commitment 
to democratic values, inclusivity, and social 
justice will be paramount in navigating the 
complexities of governance. The ongoing 
dialogue between the state and its citizens 
remains essential for nurturing a democracy 
that not only exists but flourishes, reflecting 
the hopes and dreams of its diverse popu-
lace.

EDITORIAL The International Day of Older Persons  (2024)

Democracy 
in India
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Sunil 
Dimple, president of 
the Mission Statehood, 
expressed his relief fol-
lowing the completion 
of the third phase of 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Speaking to the 
media, he emphasized 
the significance of the 
high voter turnout, which 
he believes reflects the 
public’s rejection of the 
BJP’s decisions made on 
August 5, 2019.

Dimple recounted the 
challenges faced in orga-
nizing these elections, 
stating that it was a long 
struggle that involved 
mobilizing political parties 
and taking the fight to the 
Supreme Court, all in pur-
suit of restoring statehood 
for Jammu and Kashmir. 
He claimed that the BJP 

has been reluctant to hold 
elections, fearing defeat.

He attributed the elec-
tion’s success to the 
orders from the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court 
on December 11, 2023, 

and declared that the 
people had triumphed in 
their demand for assem-
bly elections and the res-
toration of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s status.

Addressing media 

inquiries, Dimple reiter-
ated his commitment to 
restoring the princely 
Dogra state and called 
for the return of Article 
370, the Permanent 
Resident Certificate 
(PRC), and adherence to 
the conditions set in the 
Instrument of Accession 
signed by Maharaja Hari 
Singh. He highlighted the 
need to address press-
ing issues such as unem-
ployment and poverty.

Dimple vowed to contin-
ue fighting for these arti-
cles “until his last breath” 
and denounced the BJP’s 
actions regarding the 
abrogation of Article 370 
and the reorganization of 
the region into a Union 
Territory. He called for 
the unification of Ladakh, 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir, and Gilgit-Baltistan 
with Jammu and Kash-

mir, insisting that the his-
torical terms of accession 
must be honored.

He warned the govern-
ment of impending agi-
tation if the traditional 
Darbar move was not 
resumed promptly, pledg-
ing that the Mission State-
hood would persist in its 
efforts for the next hun-
dred years.

Dimple also alleged that 
the BJP was preparing to 
form a coalition govern-
ment with the National 
Conference following 
the assembly elections, 
based on reports sug-
gesting a potential out-
come of 62 to 65 seats for 
NC-Congress and 16 for 
BJP. He suggested that 
this coalition could lead 
to an NC Chief Minister, 
further complicating the 
political landscape in the 
region.

Dimple voted for restoration of J&K State

Top News Report

BUNJWAH, Oct 1: A 
heart-wrenching tragedy 
struck in the Bunjwah area 
where the bride and her 
sister lost their precious 
life only a day after her 
marriage, and the groom, 
along with three others, 
was seriously injured and 
undergoing treatment at 
Associated Hospital Doda 
after First Aid treatment at 
Trauma Centre Thathri.

As the shocking news 
breakout, the whole Bun-
jwah and Udhayanpur 
areas including the whole 
Doda and Kishtwar district 
residents mourned over 
this incident and called it a 
drastic road accident that 
in a real sense killed pre-
cious lives due to the neg-
ligence of the Administra-
tion and representatives 
who only came forward 
at that time and rest of all 

do nothing in improving 
the road connectivity and 
installation of barricades 
and crash barrier.

It’s worthwhile to men-
tion that the High Court of 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh issued directions 
to install a crashed bar-
rier over Chenab Valley 
road which is a distant 
dream for the Bunjwah 
area wherein more than 
35000 people reside and 
every day more than 1000 
to 1500 moves and com-
mutes over this road by 
putting their precious lives 
in danger.

The Bunjwah road, 
which was earlier sanc-
tioned two decades ago, 
is yet not completed and 
maintained. As such, we 
are awaiting such killings. 
From 2009, the widening 
work of Bunjwah road was 
assigned to JKPCC, and 
then PMGSY, wherein 

the JKPCC withdrew 11 
Crores without any execu-
tion of the works for 13 km 
despite that huge amount 
in bills withdrawn, creating 
a great loss for the gov-
ernment exchequer. The 
PMGSY also failed to take 
up the work properly as 
per the norms laid down 
by the government for the 
execution and mainte-
nance of the road.

The installation of bar-
ricades and crash barri-
ers can lead to reducing 
such tragedies, but unfor-
tunately, no one is ready 
to take responsibility and 
fix accountability to avoid 
such tragedies in the 
future.

There is a need for the 
hour to initiate a judicial 
inquiry against the exe-
cuting agencies and con-
cerned authorities who 
are responsible for such 
incidents.

Dance of death over Bunjwah road, 
Administration in deep slumber

Top News Report

DARHAL, Oct 1: The 
Government Degree Col-
lege Darhal celebrated 
the birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, also 
known as Gandhi Jay-
anti, with a special sym-
posium organized by the 
college administration.

The event was chaired 
by the Principal, Profes-
sor Zamir Ahmed Mirza, 
while Dr. M. Saleem 
Wani, the coordinator 
of the Internal Quality 
Assurance Cell (IQAC) 
and the convenor of the 
Literary and Cultural 

committee, organized 
and coordinated the pro-
ceedings.

Around 10 students 
from various semesters 
participated in the sym-
posium and spoke on the 
relevance of Gandhiji’s 
teachings and philoso-
phies in the present era. 
Dr. Taseem Ahmed and 
Dr. Anzaar Ahmed also 
delivered speeches on 
the occasion and extend-
ed their full cooperation 
in making the event a 
success.

In their addresses, 
Principal Professor Z.A. 
Mirza and Dr. M. Saleem 

Wani enlightened the 
gathering with Gandhiji’s 
vision for a modern, pro-
gressive, and peaceful 
India. They emphasized 
the importance of uphold-
ing the values and prin-
ciples espoused by the 
Father of the Nation in 
the contemporary con-
text.

The event was a fitting 
tribute to the legacy of 
Mahatma Gandhi and 
showcased the college’s 
commitment to instilling 
the spirit of non-violence, 
harmony, and social jus-
tice among the student 
community.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Oct 1: 
The NCC Wing of Gov-
ernment Degree College 
Kishtwar successfully 
organized an interac-
tive session with the 
esteemed Commanding 
Officer, Colonel M. K. 
Sharma.

The event was held 
under the guidance 
of CTO Dr. Tabassum 
Saleem and ANO Prof. 
Prithvi Raj, with the 
strong support of the 
college Principal, Prof. 
Basharat Iqbal. The 
session saw enthusi-
astic participation from 
around 150 students, 
including NCC cadets.

The event commenced 
with a formal welcome 
address delivered by Dr. 
Tabassum Saleem, who 
highlighted the impor-
tance of leadership, dis-

cipline, and service to 
the nation, values deeply 
embedded in the NCC. 
Following the welcome, 
several cadets delivered 
speeches, showcas-
ing their pride in being 
part of the NCC and 
their dedication to the 
values the organization 
upholds.

Col M. K. Sharma, in 
his address, shared his 
experiences in the Indian 
Army, inspir ing the 
cadets and students with 
tales of courage, leader-
ship, and the importance 
of serving the nation.

After his speech, Colo-
nel Sharma engaged in 
an interactive session, 
answering queries from 
the students. His words 
of wisdom and practi-
cal insights left a lasting 
impact on the attendees, 
motivating them to strive 
for excellence in all their 

endeavors.
The faculty members 

present at the event 
included Dr. Yasar 
Ahmed and Dr. Sehrish 
Gazal, who also encour-
aged the cadets to take 
full advantage of such 
interactions.

The event concluded 
with a formal vote of 
thanks by Prof. Prithvi 
Raj, expressing gratitude 
to Colonel Sharma, the 
college administration, 
faculty members, and 
the students for making 
the session a success.

This interactive ses-
sion was yet another 
step by the NCC Wing 
of Govt. Degree College 
Kishtwar in fostering 
leadership and building 
a sense of responsibility 
among the youth, pre-
paring them to contribute 
positively to society and 
the nation.

GDC Darhal celebrates Gandhi Jayanti

NCC Wing of GDC Kishtwar organizes 
interactive session with Col MK Sharma

Voters standing in queue for casting their vote at various polling booths in Jammu on the third and final phase of 
Jammu & Kashmir Assembly elections.             Pic by Aman Sharma
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Pop icon Ariana Grande, who has given 
several hits and amazed her fans hits back 
at the critics of her Wicked voice, reported 
Variety. The Grammy winner stars in Wicked 
as Glinda and spent nearly two years filming 
the project.

“There is a part of the world that isn’t famil-
iar with what it takes to transform your voice, 
whether it’s singing or taking on a different 
dialect for a role or doing a character voice 
for something,” Grande said in response to 
the internet often trolling her airier Glinda 
speaking voice.

“When it’s a male actor that does it, it’s 
acclaimed,” she added. “There are definitely 
jokes that are made as well, but it’s always 
after being led with praise: ‘Oh, wow, he was 
so lost in the role.’ And that’s just a part of the 
job, really. Tale as old as time being a woman 
in this industry. You are treated differently, 
and you are under a microscope in a way 
that some people aren’t.”

Earlier, she responded on TikTok at the time 
to confront the mockery by writing, “I inten-
tionally change my vocal placement (high/

low) often depending on how much singing 
I’m doing,” she wrote. “I’ve always done this 
BYE.”

“It’s something that I’m just really proud 
of,” said Grande about her voice, adding, 

“Part of why I did want to engage [on TikTok] 
is because I am really proud of my hard 
work and of the fact that I did give 100% of 
myself, including my physicality, to this role. 
I am proud of that, so I wanted to protect it,” 
reported Variety.

‘The makers have announced the new 
release date of Wicked: Part Two, which is 
an upcoming musical fantasy film directed by 
Jon M Chu and written by Winnie Holzman 
and Dana Fox. Wicked: Part Two is set for 
release by Universal Pictures on November 
21, 2025, instead of November 26, 2025.

The sequel to Wicked is the second of a 
two-part film adaptation of the stage musi-
cal of the same name by Stephen Schwartz 
and Holzman, which in turn was based on 
the 1995 novel of the same name by Greg-
ory Maguire and characters from L. Frank 
Baum’s 1900 novel The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz. It features Cynthia Erivo and Ariana 
Grande, with Michelle Yeoh, Jeff Goldblum, 
Jonathan Bailey, Ethan Slater, Marissa Bode, 
Bowen Yang, Bronwyn James, Keala Settle, 
and Peter Dinklage in supporting roles.

Actress Angelina Jolie has 
officially withdrawn her lawsuit 
against the Department of Jus-
tice and the FBI concerning the 
2016 plane incident involving 
her ex-husband, Brad Pitt.

The news confirmed by E! 
News, marks the end of a con-
tentious legal chapter for the 
Oscar-winning star.

According to court documents 
obtained by E! News, the dis-
missal was finalised with preju-
dice, indicating that the case 
cannot be refiled. The agree-
ment stipulates that each party 
will bear its own legal fees and 
costs.

The lawsuit was initially filed 
in April 2022 under the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA), 
with Jolie identified in court as 
the anonymous “Jane Doe.” 
The filing sought the release of 
documents related to an alleged 
domestic violence incident that 
occurred aboard a private jet.

Jolie’s claim detailed that 
during the flight, Pitt “allegedly 
physically and verbally assault-
ed” her and their children, lead-
ing to “lasting physical and 
mental trauma.” The allegations 
mirror details from an FBI report 
that surfaced following the flight 

from Europe to Los Angeles on 
September 14, 2016.

According to E! News, it was 
earlier reported that during 
this flight, Pitt was accused of 
attacking Jolie and one of their 
six children, Maddox.

Despite the serious nature of 
the allegations, federal authori-

ties ultimately decided not to 
pursue any charges against Pitt, 
who has consistently denied the 
accusations.

In her FOIA lawsuit, Jolie 
argued that access to the FBI 
documents was crucial for her 
children to receive necessary 
medical care and trauma coun-

selling.
According to E! News, she 

also sought to have the case 
sealed; however, that request 
was denied by a judge.

Following the plane incident, 
Jolie filed for divorce on Sep-
tember 19, 2016, citing the day 
after the incident as their date of 
separation.

Though the couple was 
declared legally single in 2019, 
they have continued to engage 
in protracted legal disputes over 
their former joint ownership of 
Chateau Miraval, a vineyard and 
winery in France.

Most recently, Pitt’s legal 
team criticised Jolie for alleg-
edly engaging in a “sensation-
alist fishing expedition” after 
she requested communications 
from Pitt concerning the 2016 
incident.

In defence, Jolie’s attorney 
emphasised her desire for a 
resolution, stating, “While Ange-
lina again asks Mr. Pitt to end 
the fighting and finally put their 
family on a clear path toward 
healing, unless Mr. Pitt with-
draws his lawsuit, Angelina has 
no choice but to obtain the evi-
dence necessary to prove his 
allegations wrong.”

Ariana Grande feels backlash over her Wicked 
voice change was sexist

Angelina Jolie withdraws lawsuit over 2016 
Brad Pitt plane altercation

Legendary singer 
Asha Bhosle asked fans 
to be wary about a fake 

account impersonating 
her on the short-form 
video app TikTok.

The music icon, whose 
eight-decade career 
boasts of songs such as 
‘Piya Tu Ab Toh Aaja’, 
‘Dil Cheez Kya Hai’, 
‘Chhoti Si Kahani Se’, 
and ‘Le Gayi Le Gayi’, 
cautioned fans in a note 
shared on her official 
Instagram page.

‘Alert to all Asha Ji 
fans! Fake account 
spotted going live and 
playing games on tik 
tok. Let’s report and pro-
tect the legend’s name 
(sic)’ read the message 
on her Instagram story.

It also contained 
screenshots of the fake 
TikTok ID posing as the 
singer using her name 
and photo as profile pic-
ture.

The perception that 
actor Sayani Gupta only 
wants to do indie films 
isn’t true, says the actor 
who is keen to feature in 
a “song and dance” film.

Gupta has garnered 
wide acclaim for her 
work in f ilms like 
“Parched”, “Article 15”, 
“Jolly LLB 2”, “Pagglait” 
and shows such as 
“Inside Edge” and “Four 
More Shots Please!”.

“It is very interesting 
that there are a lot of 
bigger films that I say no 
to and my management 
is not happy about it 
because it brings more 
money. 

But I need to be 
inspired because I love 
what I do, and I’ll never 
not be truthful towards 
my craft. I’ve got a dif-
ferent approach and 
I do stuff that feels 
instinctively right for 
myself,” Gupta said on 
the green carpet of the 
IIFA Awards 2024.

“Also, it’s a perception 
thing but I’m dying to do 
a song and dance film. 
I want to do an out-an-
out commercial film. I’ve 
done a rom-com, and 

I’ve got a Punjabi film, 
which is a comedy. So, 
I want to do all kinds of 
films,” she said.

When asked about 
the Emmy nomination 
for the OTT series, 
“The Night Manager”, 
which is headlined by 
Anil Kapoor, Aditya 
Roy Kapur and Sobita 
Dhulipala, Gupta said 
it’s “incredibly amaz-
ing” that Indian shows 
are gaining recognition 

globally.
“Good luck (to the 

team of ‘The Night 
Manager’) and go win 
that and come. We also 
have had ‘Delhi Crime’ 
that won the Emmy 
Awards, which is incred-
ible. It’s amazing that so 
many shows from India 
that we are making…
but it’s a different kind 
of recognition which is 
amazing for all of us,” 
the actor said.

Asha Bhosle alerts fans 
about fake TikTok account

Dying to do a song and dance 
film, says Sayani Gupta

On International Coffee Day, television stars talk 
about their love for the brew

Coffee is more than 
just a beverage — it’s 
a ritual, a comfort, and 
a source of inspiration 
for many. In the bustling 
world of entertainment 
industry, where crea-
tivity and energy are 
paramount, television 
stars reveal their unique 
relationships with this 
beloved drink. From the 
comforting filter coffee 
of South India to the 
energising embrace of 
black coffee, they talk 
about their personal 
choices and whom they 
would like to share a cup 
with.

Motivating drink: Jaid-
eep Singh

Coffee is love but I’m 
not a caffeine addict, as 
I follow a strict diet plan. 
However, when I’m on 
the sets, I need my hot 
cup of coffee in the eve-
ning — it definitely moti-
vates me. If I’m out with 
friends in the evening, 
I enjoy my regular cold 
coffee. Whenever my 
friend Priyanka, from 
Mangalore, invites us for 
a South Indian breakfast 
or lunch at her place, the 
filter coffee she makes 
after meals is something 
to die for. I would have 
loved to have coffee 
with Satyajit Ray if he 
was alive today! I admire 

his work and how he 
thought far ahead of his 
times. More recently, 
I’ve been drawn to Sat-
inder Sartaj, the Punjabi 
singer and actor — I love 
how he writes his songs, 
with meaning, heart, and 
a depth that surpasses 
the usual stuff we come 
across today.

Full of vitality: Mishal 
Khan

I’m a coffee-lover, but 
my preference is simple 
— black coffee, and just 
one cup a day. There’s 
something about that 
pure, unadulterated fla-

vour that energises me, 
giving me the boost I 
need. Coffee, after all, is 
a great way to kickstart 
your day. Speaking of 
energy, it reminds me 
of Salman Khan. He’s 
a powerhouse, always 
full of vitality. I can’t help 
but wonder — what’s 
the secret that keeps 
him going? Perhaps, it’s 
something as simple as 
a strong cup of coffee.

Mood lifter: Rushad 
Rana

I am not a coffee 
addict, but I usually have 
coffee during shoots or 

in meetings. Whenever 
I go out, it’s usually for 
coffee. It depends on my 
mood whether I want to 
have a cold coffee, 
chocolate-based coffee 
or black coffee. I would 
love to have coffee with 
SRK, as I admire his 
career graph and work. 
He is an inspiring per-
sonality and such a well-
read person.

Creative dose: Deek-
shha Sonalkar

A steaming cup of 
coffee helps me unwind 
and focus. My go-to 
choice is strong, black 

coffee — the richer, the 
better! Black coffee is 
my staple, but I occa-
sionally indulge in fla-
voured lattes or cold 
brews. Coffee not only 
perks up my mood, but 
also fuels my creativity. 
It’s my trusted compan-
ion during long shoots. 
If I could share a cup 
with anyone, it would be 
the legendary actor Raj 
Kapoor. We’d discuss 
the evolution of Indian 
cinema, the intersection 
of art and culture, and 
the secrets behind his 
iconic storytelling.

Reduces stress: 
Shivangi Verma

I am a coffee-lover. 
I mostly prefer cold 
coffee over hot, as it 
refreshes me. I like to 
have coffee twice a day. 
In the morning, I have 
hot coffee and in the 
evening a cup of cold 
coffee. Yes, of course, I 
am a coffee addict, and 
feel it reduces stress. It 
refreshes my mind and 
soul. If I could have a 
cup of coffee with any 
actor, Shah Rukh Khan 
is the name that comes 
first to mind because he 
is one of my favourites. 
I guess the conversation 
would be about how he 
stays so fit and still looks 
so charming.

Actor-politician Govin-
da suffered bullet injury 
on his leg on Tuesday 
after his revolver acci-
dentally went off at his 
Mumbai residence, 
while he was about to 
leave for the airport, 
police said.

Govinda, 60, later 
issued a statement, 
informing his fans that 
doctors have removed 
the bullet and he was 
alright due to his fans’ 

affection and god’s 
blessings.

The actor, who was 
hospitalised after the 
accident, is out of 
danger and recuperating 
at his home, a Mumbai 
police official said.

Govinda’s manager 
Shashi Sinha said that 
as Govinda was about 
to leave his home at 
4.45 am for the airport 
to catch a 6 am flight to 
Kolkata for a show, the 

trigger of his licensed 
revolver was acciden-
tally pushed as he was 
keeping it in the cuPun-
jaboard.

The gun misfired and a 
bullet hit his leg, police 
said.

The injured actor was 
admitted to the nearby 
Criti Care Hospital for 
treatment. No one has 
lodged any complaint in 
this matter, police said, 
adding they have begun 
an investigation into the 
matter.

Govind Arun Ahuja, 
better known by his 
stage name Govinda, is 
a popular actor, come-
dian, dancer and singer 
who has appeared in 
more than 165 Hindi-
language films.

In March, a month 
before the Lok Sabha 
elections, Govinda 
joined the Eknath 
Shinde-led Shiv Sena.

This marked Govinda’s 
re-entry into the political 
landscape after nearly 
two decades. The actor 
won the 2004 poll battle 
from the Mumbai North 
Lok Sabha constituency 
on a Congress ticket 
before stepping away 
from politics in 2008.

Govinda suffers bullet 
injury at home after his gun 
goes off
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BENGALURU, Oct 1 
(Agencies): Karnataka 
Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on Tuesday 
questioned the Director-
ate of Enforcement (ED) 
slapping a Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) case against 
him, maintaining that 
the MUDA issue does 
not attract its provisions.

“I don’t know on what 
grounds it’s a money 
laundering case. Prob-
ably you too feel the 
same. According to me, 
it does not attract the 

money laundering case 
because compensa-
tory sites were given. 
So, how is it a money 
laundering case?” Sid-
daramaiah told report-
ers here.

On Monday, the ED 
registered an Enforce-
ment Case Information 
Report (ECIR), equiva-
lent to an FIR by police, 
against the Chief Min-
ister over the alleged 
irregularities in allot-
ment of 14 sites to his 
wife Parvathi B M by the 
MUDA (Mysuru Urban 

Development Authority).
The ED has invoked 

relevant Sections of the 
PMLA against the Chief 
Minister and others in 
the ECIR.

The Chief Minister also 
ruled out the possibility 
of his resignation over 
the MUDA case.

“I work with con-
science. So there is no 
need for me to resign,” 
he said.

Siddaramaiah’s wife on 
Monday wrote to MUDA 
conveying her decision 
to relinquish the own-

ership and possession 
of 14 plots stating that 
no site, home, asset 
and wealth is bigger for 
her than her husband’s 
respect, dignity, honour 
and peace of mind.

On BJP’s contention 
that the offer to surren-
der the sites by his wife 
amounts to accepting 
the wrongdoing in the 
case, the Chief Minister 
said: “How is it a crime or 

even a confession when 
someone decides to dis-
card something saying 
that they don’t want the 
controversy? The oppo-
sition party leaders are 
‘Vishwaguru’ in lies.”

“Will the case be 
closed after I resign? 
They are unnecessarily 
demanding my resigna-
tion. Why should I resign 
when I have not commit-
ted any wrong?” Sidda-
ramaiah said.

Earlier in the day, 
the state BJP chief B 
Y Vijayendra said Sid-

daramaiah seems to 
have forgotten what he 
had said in 2011, when 
allegations had sur-
faced against the then 
Chief Minister B S Yediy-
urappa. “ I would like to 
remind him”, he said as 
he played a video clip.

In the video, Siddara-
maiah can be heard tell-
ing the media that, “.... 
he (Yediyurappa) has 
surrendered sites illegal-
ly given to his children....
what does it mean? If 
no wrong was commit-
ted, why were the sites 

surrendered? as it was 
illegally done, sites were 
surrendered. He has 
accepted the wrong...” 
Responding to this, Sid-
daramaiah said his case 
was different from that of 
Yediyurappa.

“Yediyurappa’s case is 
related to the denotifica-
tion of land whereas in 
the MUDA case I am not 
involved. Are there my 
orders or even exchange 
of letters (with MUDA)? 
There is vast difference 
between that case (Yedi-
yurappa’s),” he said.

MUMBAI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): A court in 
Maharashtra’s Nashik 
district has summoned 
Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi in a defama-
tion case filed against 
him for his alleged 
objectionable remarks 
against Hindutva ideo-
logue Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkar.

Additional Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate, Nashik, 
Deepali Parimal Kadus-
kar, issued a process 
(summons/notice) to 
Gandhi on September 
27, noting that the “state-
ment made against a 
patriotic person pri-
ma-facie seems to be 
defamatory.”

Gandhi will have to 

appear either personally 
or through his legal rep-
resentative on the next 
date of the case, which 
is yet to be decided.

The complainant, 
who is the director of 
an NGO, claimed he 
watched a press con-
ference addressed by 
Gandhi in Hingoli and 
also a speech made by 
the Congress leader in 
November 2022.

He alleged that 
Gandhi, on the two 
occasions, by his words 
and visual representa-
tions knowingly harmed 
the reputation of Veer 
Savarkar and also tried 
to defame the latter’s 
image in the society.

“The speech of the 

accused along with 
press statements try 
to ruin the reputation 
of the complainant’s 
idol Swatantryaveer 
Savarkar and his con-
tribution to the society 
along with his noble 
work in the pre-indepen-
dence period,” he said.

According to the com-

plainant, Gandhi said 
“Savarkar is BJP and 
RSS jin” which was 
defamatory in nature.

Gandhi further made 
the allegations that “with 
a folding hand Savarkar 
prayed for release and 
later on promised to 
work for the British gov-
ernment”, the complain-

ant said.
The court, after con-

sidering all the submis-
sions made before it, 
said, “Considering the 
record, it appears that 
the statements made by 
the accused against a 
patriotic person prima-
facie seem to be defam-
atory.”

There are sufficient 
grounds to proceed in 
the case, the magistrate 
added.

The court then issued 
the process against 
Gandhi for offences 
under Indian Penal 
Code sections 499 
(defamation) and 504 
(intentional insult).

KOLKATA, Oct 1 (Agencies): 
Agitating junior doctors in West 
Bengal resumed their indefinite 
‘total cease-work’ on Tuesday 
to press for various demands, 
including ensuring their safety 
and security at all medical 
establishments.

The junior doctors had on 
September 21 rejoined their 
duties partially at government 
hospitals after a 42-day protest. 
They were on a ‘cease-work’ 
agitation to protest the rape and 
murder of an on-duty woman 
doctor at RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital on August 9.

“We do not see any positive 
approach from the state gov-
ernment to fulfil our demands 
for safety and security. Today 
is the 52nd day of the protest 
(since August 9) and we are still 
being attacked and there is no 
attempt to keep the other prom-
ises made during the meetings 
with Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee. In the given situation, 
we are left with no option other 
than opting for full cease work, 

starting today,” Aniket Mahato, 
one of the agitating junior doc-
tors, told agency.

“Unless we see clear action 
from the state government on 
these demands, this complete 
cease work will continue,” he 
added.

The junior medics have also 
called for a march from College 
Square to Dharmatala in cen-
tral Kolkata on Wednesday, and 
invited people from all walks of 
life to join them.

“We are calling for a march 

and assembly on October 2, 
on Mahalaya. It will be from 
College Square to Dharmatala 
where there will be an assembly. 
We urge people from all walks 
of the society to join us at the 
rally,” the junior doctors said in 
the statement.

The junior doctors said that 
justice for the deceased woman 
medic continued to be on top of 
their demand and it should be 
answered immediately without 
any further delay in the form of a 
protracted judicial process.

Among other demands, the 
medics called for immediate 
removal of the health secretary 
from his position and the health 
department to take responsibil-
ity for administrative incompe-
tence and corruption.

They also demanded the set-
ting up of a centralised referral 
system at all hospitals and med-
ical colleges in the state besides 
a digital bed vacancy monitoring 
system, constituting task forces 
to ensure necessary arrange-
ments for CCTV, on-call rooms, 
and bathrooms.

They stressed increasing 
police protection in hospitals, 
recruiting permanent female 
police personnel and immedi-
ately filling up all vacant posi-
tions for doctors, nurses, and 
healthcare workers in hospitals.

“Let our protest continue for 
justice for Abhaya, for a healthy, 
people-oriented, fear-free 
healthcare system, and above 
all, to eliminate the politics of 
fear from society,” the statement 
added.

MUDA ‘scam’: CM Siddaramaiah questions ED slapping money-laundering 
case against him

Nashik court summons Rahul Gandhi in defamation 
case over remarks on Savarkar

Bengal junior doctors resume ‘total cease-work’, 
to hold march on October 2

JIND, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): A brick was alleg-
edly thrown into the rear 
windshield of an SUV, a 
part of the cavalcade of 
Jannayak Janta Party 
leader Dushyant Chau-
tala, when was cam-
paigning in his constitu-
ency, Uchana Kalan, 
police said on Tuesday.

According to police, 

the vehicle was station-
ary as the cavalcade 
had taken a halt during a 
roadshow and there was 
no one inside it when 
the alleged incident took 
place Monday evening.

Former MP Ajay Singh 
Chautala-led JJP and 
Chandra Shekhar Azad-
led Azad Samaj Party 
(Kanshi Ram) are joint-

ly fighting the October 
5 Haryana polls. Both 
Dushyant and Azad 
were campaigning in 
Uchana.

Uchana Police Station 
SHO Pawan Kumar 
said there was a scratch 
mark on the vehicle 
and its rear windshield 
broken.

According to police, a 
74-year-old Uchana res-
ident and Dushyant had 
an argument on Monday 
during campaigning 
when the former asked 
him some questions.

Police have filed a 
case and are going to 
interrogate the senior 
citizen who has been 
named in the complaint, 
the SHO said.

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (Agencies): The 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad on Tuesday 
scotched reports about deterioration of 
the health of Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, 
chief of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teertha Kshetra and head of Ayodhya’s 
largest temple Mani Ram Chhavani.

After reports that Mahant Das was 
critical, VHP national spokesperson 
Vinod Bansal said it was unfortunate 
that social media was amplifying incor-
rect news about Mahant Nritya Gopal 
Das’s health.

“The health of Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Tirtha Kshetra Ayodhya’s 
president and Mani Ram Das Chavni 
Mahant Pujya Shri Nrit Gopal Das Ji 
Maharaj is improving. He has been 
staying at his residence Mani Ram Das 
Chavni Ayodhya for the last five days 
and is recovering. Today, on Tuesday, 
misleading news about his health is 
being spread through the propaganda 
machinery on social media and some 
other places, which is a matter of con-
cern and regret,” said Bansal.

VHP made an appeal to the devotees 
and disciples of Das to not pay heed to 

misleading propaganda.
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das has long 

been associated with the Ram Janmab-
hoomi movement and was made chief 
of the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas which 
VHP had founded in 1993 to construct 
the Ram Mandir.

In 2001 Das survived a bomb attack 
with minor injuries.

He was born in Mathura on June 11, 
1938.

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): India has been a “trusted 
partner” in Jamaica’s develop-
ment journey and it is ready to 
share expertise in a range of 
areas, including digital public 
infrastructure, biofuel, innova-
tion and health with the Carib-
bean nation, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on Tues-
day.

Modi made the remarks after 
holding wide-ranging talks 
with Jamaican Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness.

In his media statement, Modi 
said he and Holness also dis-
cussed regional and global 
issues and agreed that all ten-
sions and disputes should be 
resolved through talks and that 
both sides will continue to work 

towards ensuring global peace 
and security.

India and Jamaica are unani-
mous that reform of all global 
institutions, including the UN 
Security Council, is necessary, 
he said,

Modi said India has been a 
“trusted and committed” devel-
opment partner in Jamaica’s 
growth journey and it will 
remain so.

“We are ready to share our 
experience with Jamaica in 

areas of digital public infra-
structure, biofuel, innovation, 
health, education and agricul-
ture,” he said.

In the defence sphere, we 
will move forward on imparting 
training and capacity building 
of Jamaica’s armed forces, 
Modi said.

The prime minister also identi-
fied organised crime, drug traf-
ficking, terrorism as common 
challenges facing both nations.

India-Jamaica relations are 
based on shared history, dem-
ocratic values and strong peo-
ple-to-people ties, he added.

Holness arrived here on 
Monday. It is the first ever bilat-
eral visit of a prime minister of 
Jamaica to India.

Brick thrown at car in Dushyant 
Chautala’s convoy in Jind; case filed

Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas chief 
recovering at home: VHP amid 
critical health reports

India trusted partner in Jamaica’s development 
journey: PM Modi

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (Agencies): Vice 
Admiral Arti Sarin was on Tuesday 
appointed as the next Director General 
of the Armed Forces Medical Services 
(DGAFMS). She has become the first 
woman officer ever to take over as the 
head of the Tri-service Armed Forces 
Medical Services and is also the high-
est ranking woman officer ever to have 
served in the Indian Armed Forces.

The DGAFMS is directly responsible 
to the Ministry of Defence for overall 
medical policy matters related to the 
Armed Forces.

Commissioned in 1985, Vice Admiral 
Sarin graduated from the Armed Forces 

Medical College (AFMC), Pune. She 
has two postgraduate degrees in Radio-
diagnosis and Radiation Oncology and 
is trained in gamma knife surgery.

She has held numerous key posi-
tions throughout her career. She has 
served as the Director General of Medi-
cal Services for both the Indian Navy 
and the Indian Air Force. Vice Admiral 
Sarin has commanded two major units 
- INHS Asvini and AFMC, and has been 
the Command Medical Officer of the 
Southern Naval Command (SNC) and 
the Western Naval Command (WNC).

An advocate for promoting young 
women to join the Armed Forces, she 
was recently appointed as a member of 
the National Task Force by the Supreme 
Court to formulate safe working condi-
tions and protocols for medical profes-
sionals.

She was honoured with the Ati Vish-
isht Seva Medal (AVSM) by President 
Droupadi Murmu for her exceptional 
service in July 2024.

Vice Admiral Arti Sarin is first 
woman to head Armed Forces 
Medical Services

Modi made the remarks after holding wide-ranging talks with Jamaican 
Prime Minister Andrew Holness.
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DUBAI, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): A drone boat 
loaded with explosives 
crashed into a ship 
Tuesday in the Red Sea, 
the British military and 
private security officials 
said, the latest suspect-
ed attack by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels.

The drone attack and 
an earlier attempted 
attack Tuesday likely 
are the rebels’ first 
assaults on commercial 
shipping in weeks as 
the Israel-Hamas war 
threatens to become a 
regional conflict.

The attacks come as 
Israeli ground forces 
entered Lebanon after 
days of Israeli airstrikes 
that killed Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasral-
lah and other top offi-
cials, and earlier explo-
sions of sabotaged 
electronic devices used 
by the Shiite militia. 
The Houthis threat-
ened “escalating mili-
tary operations” target-
ing Israel on Monday 
after they apparently 
shot down a U.S. mili-
tary drone flying over 
Yemen.

The first attack took 
place about 110 kilome-
ters (70 miles) off the 

port city of Hodeida. A 
captain on a ship saw 
four “splashes” near 
his vessel, the British 
military’s United King-
dom Maritime Trade 
Operations center said 
in a warning. That likely 
would have been mis-
siles or drones launched 
at the vessel.

The UKMTO later 
reported a second 
attack north of the first. 
The private intelligence 
firm Ambrey similarly 
reported two separate 
attacks.

The UKMTO later said 
the first ship it reported 
on was later damaged 
by a drone that punc-

tured one of its ballast 
tanks in another attack. 
Those tanks control a 
ship’s buoyancy. Houthi 
strikes in the past have 
targeted ships at their 
waterline to disable the 
vessels.

Ambrey identif ied 
the drone as a drone 
boat, which have been 
increasingly used by the 
Houthis. The ship had 
been heading north to 
the Suez Canal with 
armed private security 
guards aboard, the firm 
said.

It was not immediately 
clear if all the attacks 
targeted the same 
vessel.

The Houthis did not 
immediately c laim 
responsibility for the 
attacks. However, they 
sometimes take hours 
or days to acknowledge 
their assaults.

Instead, Houthi mili-
tary spokesperson Brig. 
Gen. Yahya Saree said 
in a prerecorded video 
Tuesday that the rebels 
had launched drones 
targeting Israel — 
attacks unreported by 
Israel as it faces incom-
ing fire from Hezbol-
lah. The Houthis have 
exaggerated claims in 
the past.

The Red Sea has 
become a battlefield 
for shippers since the 
Houthis began their 
campaign targeting 
ships traveling through 
the waterway, which 
once saw $1 trillion 
a year of cargo pass 
through it.

Houthis have targeted 
more than 80 merchant 
vessels with missiles 
and drones since the 
war in Gaza started 
last October. They have 
seized one vessel and 
sunk two in the cam-
paign that has also killed 
four sailors. Other mis-
siles and drones have 

either been intercepted 
by a U.S.-led coalition 
in the Red Sea or failed 
to reach their targets, 
which have included 
Western military ves-
sels.

The rebels maintain 
that they target ships 
linked to Israel, the U.S. 
or the United Kingdom 
to force an end to Isra-
el’s campaign against 
Hamas in Gaza. How-
ever, many of the ships 
attacked have little or 
no connection to the 
conflict, including some 
bound for Iran.

The last attack on a 
merchant ship by the 
Houthis was on Sept. 2.

The Houthis claimed 
responsibility for an 
attack targeting Ameri-
can warships last week. 
The rebels fired more 
than a half dozen bal-
listic missiles and anti-
ship cruise missiles and 
two drones at three U.S. 
ships that were travel-
ing through the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait, but all 
were intercepted by the 
Navy destroyers, a U.S. 
official said on Friday. 
The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
to discuss details not yet 
publicly released.

TAIPEI, Oct 1 (Agencies): 
Taiwan closed schools and 
evacuated thousands of people 
in the south of the island Tues-
day ahead of the arrival of 
Super Typhoon Krathon as the 
president warned it was likely 
cause “catastrophic damage”.

Krathon, packing sustained 
winds of 198 kilometres per 
hour (123 miles per hour) - 
equivalent to a Category 3 hur-
ricane -- and gusts of up to 245 
kph was expected to make land-
fall Wednesday near the major 
port city of Kaohsiung.

Offices and schools were 
closed across southern and 
eastern Taiwan and the interior 
ministry said more than 7,700 
people had been evacuated 
from vulnerable areas as a pre-
caution.

President Lai Ching-te warned 
Krathon could “inevitably cause 
catastrophic damage”.

“The path of Krathon is rela-
tively rare, entering from the 

south and exiting from the east. 
Therefore we must be particu-
larly vigilant,” he said at a gov-
ernment briefing.

Nearly 40,000 troops were on 
standby for relief missions, the 
defence ministry said.

Dozens of international and 
domestic flights have been 
cancelled.

In southern Kaohsiung where 
the typhoon was forecast to 
make landfall, residents filled 
sandbags and erected barriers 
around their homes for flood 
protection and taped windows.

Coast guard officers patrol-
ling the nearby popular tourist 
beauty spot of Sizihwan Bay 
told people to stay away as 
powerful waves pounded the 
coast.

Retiree Ou Rui-yao, who was 
birdwatching in the area, said 
he had made preparations at 
home such as putting up flood 
barriers.

“We need to be very careful 

as this typhoon must be very 
strong,” said Ou, 82. “Since 
the tide is high, we have put up 
water barriers,” he said.

“For the whole of Taiwan, 
we can’t underestimate this 
typhoon.”

Storm pounds remote islands
The typhoon was around 230 

kilometres south-southwest of 
Kaohsiung at 11:00 am (0300 
GMT), the Central Weather 
Administration said.

The storm was approaching 
Taiwan after pounding a remote 
group of Philippine islands, 
where it cut power and commu-
nications and damaged “many” 
houses, according to the local 
mayor.

The Philippines’ National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council said 
Tuesday nearly 1,800 people 
had been evacuated, around 
half in the Batanes islands near 
southern Taiwan.

Taiwan’s coast guard said a 

Barbadian ship, “Blue Lagoon,” 
at sea off the southeast city of 
Taitung was taking on water and 
tilting over due to the storm, with 
its 19 crew waiting to be airlifted 
to safety when conditions per-
mitted.

Across Taiwan, 15 typhoon-
related minor injuries were 
reported as of Tuesday, authori-
ties said without providing 
details.

In Taitung, where the typhoon 
has brought heavy rains and 
waves of up to seven metres (23 
feet), a man was sent to hospital 
after his truck was hit by a huge 
falling rock as he was driving 
along a mountainous route, 
local media said.

Typhoons are common around 
the region at this time of year.

However, a recent study 
showed that they are increas-
ingly forming closer to coast-
lines, intensifying more rapidly 
and lasting longer over land due 
to climate change.

A drone boat loaded with explosives has struck a 
ship in the Red Sea in a suspected Houthi attack

Thousands evacuated as Super Typhoon Krathon 
approaches Taiwan

SEOUL, Oct 1 (Agencies): South 
Korea unveiled its most powerful ballis-
tic missile and other weapons targeting 
North Korea during a massive Armed 
Forces Day ceremony Tuesday, as the 
South’s president warned the North’s 
regime would collapse if it attempts to 
use nuclear weapons.

South Korea’s weapons displays and 
warning against North Korea came after 
its northern rival recently rose regional 
animosities by disclosing its uranium-
enrichment facility and tested missiles 
ahead of the U.S. presidential election 
in November.

“If North Korea attempts to use nucle-
ar weapons, it will face the resolute and 
overwhelming response of our military 
and the (South Korea)-U.S. alliance,” 
President Yoon Suk Yeol told thousands 
of troops gathered at a military airport 
near Seoul. “That day will be the end of 
the North Korean regime.”

“The North Korean regime must aban-
don the delusion that nuclear weapons 
will protect them,” Yoon said.

During the ceremony, the South 
Korean military displayed about 340 
military equipment and weapons sys-
tems. Among them was its most power-
ful Hyunmoo-5 ballistic missile, which 
observers say is capable of carrying 
about 8 tons of a conventional warhead 
that can penetrate deep into the earth 
and destroy underground bunkers in 
North Korea. It was the first time for 
South Korea to disclose that missile.

The U.S. flew a long-range B-1B 
bomber during the ceremony in an 
apparent demonstration of its security 
commitment to its Asian ally. South 

Korea also flew some of its most 
advanced fighter jets.

Since taking office in 2022, Yoon, a 
conservative, has put a stronger military 
alliance with the U.S. and an improved 
trilateral Seoul-Washington-Tokyo 
security cooperation at the center of 
his security polices to cope with North 
Korea’s advancing nuclear program. 
In recent years, North Korea has per-
formed a provocative of missile tests 
and threatened to use nuclear weapons 
preemptively in potential conflicts with 
South Korea and the United States.

Last month, concerns about North 
Korea’s bomb program further grew 
after it published photos of a secretive 
facility to enrich uranium for nuclear 
weapons. It was North Korea’s first 
unveiling of a uranium-enrichment facil-
ity since it showed one at the country’s 
main Yongbyon nuclear complex to vis-
iting American scholars in 2010.

South Korean officials say North 
Korea will likely try to further dial up ten-
sions with provocative weapons tests 
ahead of the U.S. election to increase 
its leverage in future diplomacy with 
a new U.S. government. Experts say 
North Korea likely thinks an expanded 
nuclear arsenal would help it win bigger 
U.S. concessions like extensive sanc-
tions relief.

Earlier Tuesday, North Korea’s vice 
defense minister, Kim Kang Il, slammed 
the U.S. for its temporary deployments 
of powerful military assets to South 
Korea and vowed strong responses. 
He cited the recent visit of a U.S. nucle-
ar-powered submarine and Tuesday’s 
B-1B flyover.

KYIV, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): An apparent Rus-
sian artillery strike hit a 
market in the southern 
Ukraine city of Kherson 
on Tuesday, killing at 
least seven people and 
wounding three others, 
authorities said.

The strike happened 
as shoppers made their 
way between stalls at 
the city center market, 
regional Gov. Oleksandr 
Prokudin said.

He published a video 
showing the blurred 
corpses of people in 
civilian clothes lying 
near a stall with toma-
toes and other vegeta-
bles.

Ukraine’s General 
Prosecutor’s Office said 
the strike was “most 

likely” carried out by 
Russian artillery and hit 
close to a public trans-
port stop.

The city has not 
recently been a hotspot 
in the war, now deep 
into its third year, as 
the fiercest battles 
have been taking place 
in Ukraine’s eastern 
Donetsk region where 
Russia’s army is push-
ing hard to take ground 
ahead of the winter.

Ukrainian forces have 
struck back with an 
incursion into Russia’s 
Kursk border region, but 
the government is wait-
ing to hear what further 
Western military and 
financial support it can 
count on.

The Kherson region 

was one of four, also 
including Donetsk, 
Luhansk, and Zapor-
izhzhia, that Moscow 
illegally annexed in 
September 2022 and is 
partly occupying. Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin wants Ukraine to 
withdraw completely 
from those regions. 
Ukraine refuses.

Kherson fell into Rus-
sian hands after Mos-
cow’s full-scale inva-
sion in February 2022. 
A Ukrainian counter-
offensive recaptured 
western areas of the 
Kherson region, includ-
ing the regional capital 
of the same name, nine 
months later.

South Korea unveils its most 
powerful missile, which could reach 
North Korea’s underground bunkers

A likely Russian artillery strike 
kills at least 7 at a Ukrainian 
market, officials say

BANGKOK, Oct 1 
(Agencies): A bus car-
rying young students 
with their teachers 
caught fire in subur-
ban Bangkok on Tues-
day with 25 of those 
on board feared dead, 
according to officials 
and rescuers.

The bus was carrying 
44 passengers from 
central Uthai Thani 
province to Bangkok 
for a school trip when 
the fire started around 
noon in Pathum Thani 
province, a northern 
suburb of the capital, 
Transpor t Minister 

Suriya Jungrungrueng-
kit told reporters at the 
scene.

Inter ior  Min is ter 
Anutin Charnvirakul 
said of f icials could 
not yet confirm the 
number of fatalities 
as they have not fin-
ished investigating the 
scene, but based on 
the number of survi-
vors, he said 25 people 
are feared dead.

Videos posted on 
social media showed 
the entire bus being 
engulfed in fire with 
huge plumes of black 
smoke pouring out as 

it was parked on the 
road.

The age and other 
details about the stu-
dents were not yet 
known.

A rescuer at the 
scene told Suriya that 
the fire likely started 
after one of the tires 
exploded and the vehi-
cle scraped against a 
road barrier.

Rescue group Hong-
sakul Khlong Luang 21 
posted on its Facebook 
page that they found at 
least 10 bodies on the 
bus.

School bus catches fire outside 
Bangkok and 25 on board are feared 

dead, government officials say

BEIRUT/JERUSALEM, 
Oct 1 (Agencies): In the 
early hours of Tuesday, 
massive Israeli strikes 
targeted the southern 
suburbs of Beirut fol-
lowing the initiation of 
“limited” and “localised” 
ground operations in 
the Lebanese capital, 
according to local media 
reports.

The Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) confirmed 
the commencement of 
the ground operation 
in a post on X, stating, 
“In accordance with the 
decision of the political 
echelon, a few hours 
ago, the IDF began 
limited, localised, and 
targeted ground raids 
based on precise intel-
ligence against Hezbol-
lah terrorist targets and 
infrastructure in southern 
Lebanon.”

The IDF elaborated that 
the operations focused 
on targets located in vil-
lages near the border, 

which pose an “immedi-
ate threat” to northern 
Israeli communities.

Prior to the raids, 
Israeli forces issued 
evacuation warnings 
to Lebanese residents 
in Haret Hreik, Mreijeh, 
and Laylaki, urging them 
to leave the areas imme-
diately.

Israeli stated that the 
operations are part 

of a well-coordinated 
strategy planned by 
the General Staff and 
Northern Command, 
which IDF soldiers have 
been training and pre-
paring for over the past 
few months. “The Israeli 
Air Force and IDF Artil-
lery are supporting the 
ground forces with pre-
cise strikes on military 
targets in the area,” the 

post added.
The Israeli security 

forces emphasised that 
these operations were 
approved in accordance 
with political directives 
and that Operation 
‘Northern Arrows’ would 
continue based on situ-
ational assessments in 
parallel with ongoing 
combat in Gaza and 
other theatres of conflict.

“The IDF is continuing 
to operate to achieve the 
goals of the war and is 
doing everything neces-
sary to defend the citi-
zens of Israel and return 
the citizens of northern 
Israel to their homes,” 
the post concluded.

Since September 23, 
Israel has intensified air-
strikes across Lebanon, 
culminating in a signifi-
cant strike on Friday in 
the southern suburbs 
of Beirut that reportedly 
killed Hezbollah leader 
Hassan Nasrallah and 
many of his associates.

This escalation has 
intensified ongoing 
clashes between Israel 
and Hezbollah, which 
began on October 8, 
2023, when Hezbol-
lah launched rockets 
at Israel in solidarity 
with Hamas in Gaza, 
prompting retaliatory 
Israeli artillery fire and 
airstrikes in southeast-
ern Lebanon.

Israeli launches ‘localised’ ground raids 
on Hezbollah targets in Lebanon

In the early hours of Tuesday, massive Israeli strikes targeted the southern suburbs of 
Beirut following the initiation of “limited” and “localised” ground operations in the 

Lebanese capital, according to local media reports.
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Four more bodies recovered 
after IAF plane crashed in 

Himachal 56 years ago
the years by the Indian army.
Given the treacherous conditions and 

unforgiving terrain, only five bodies were 
recovered from the spot till 2019.

Now, the Chandra Bhaga Mountain Expe-
dition has recovered four additional bodies, 
taking the total number to nine.

Out of the four recovered bodies, three 
have been identified.

While Malkhan Singh (Pioneer), was 
identified by a voucher found in his pocket, 
Sepoy Narayan Singh (Army Medical 
Corps) was identified by his paybook found 
on his person.

Similarly, Craftsman Thomas Charan from 
the Corps of Electronics and Mechanical 
Engineers (EME) was also identified with 
further confirmation through his paybook.

While the fourth victim is yet to be identi-
fied, the army found details of the person’s 
family and has informed them of the devel-
oped.

The search expedition is scheduled to 
continue till October 10, the Army said.

Situation stable but not 
normal: Army Chief on 

Eastern Ladakh Standoff
on the military commanders on both sides 

to take those decisions,” the Army Chief 
said, responding to a question.

“The situation is stable, but it is not normal 
and it’s sensitive. If that be the case what 
are we wanting ? We are wanting that the 
situation that was there pre April 2020 
should be restored,” he added.

The military standoff between the two 
sides began in early May of 2020. Full res-
olution of the border row has not yet been 
achieved though the two sides have dis-
engaged from a number of friction points.

“Till the time the situation is not restored, 
as far as we are concerned, the situation 
will remain sensitive, and we are fully oper-
ationally prepared to face any kind of a 
contingency,” the Army Chief said.

In the complete gamut, the trust has 
become the “biggest casualty”, he added.

Gen Dwivedi also briefly touched upon 
the Indian military’s overall approach 
towards China.

“As far as China is concerned, it has been 
intriguing our minds for quite some time. 
And I have been saying that with China, 
you have to compete, you have to coop-
erate, you have to coexist, you have to 
confront and contest,” he said.

Last month, National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi held talks in the Russian city of St 
Petersburg with a focus on finding an early 
resolution to the row.

In the talks held on the sidelines of a 
conclave of BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-
China-South Africa) nations, the two sides 
agreed to work with “urgency” and “redou-
ble” efforts to achieve complete disengage-
ment in remaining friction points in eastern 
Ladakh.

In the meeting, NSA Doval conveyed to 
Wang that peace and tranquility in border 

areas and respect for the LAC are essential 
for return of normalcy in bilateral ties.

The ties between the two countries nose-
dived significantly following the fierce clash 
in the Galwan Valley in June 2020 that 
marked the most serious military conflict 
between the two sides in decades.

India has been maintaining that its ties 
with China cannot be normal unless there 
is peace in the border areas.

The two sides have so far held 21 rounds 
of Corps Commander-level talks to resolve 
the standoff.

India has been pressing the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) to disengage from 
the Depsang and Demchok areas.The two 
sides held the last round of high-level mili-
tary talks in February.

JK Polls: Valmiki 
Community votes for first 

time in Assembly Polls
The Valmikis along with West Pakistan 

refugees and Gurkha communities com-
prise around 1.5 lakh people. They reside 
in various parts of Jammu, Samba, and 
Kathua districts, particularly in border 
areas.

Approximately 12,000 members of the 
community residing in Gandhi Nagar and 
Dogra Hall areas were previously deprived 
voting rights, education, job opportunities, 
and land ownership due to absence of a 
state subject certificate.

 “Two generations of our people have 
lived without these rights, but justice pre-
vailed with the abrogation of Article 370. 
We were once a dark spot on Jammu and 
Kashmir’s justice and constitutional frame-
work. Today, as part of the largest democ-
racy in the world, Valmiki Samaaj, West 
Pakistan refugees, and Gurkha communi-
ties have finally gained their constitutional 
rights after 75 years,” Bhati said.

With the revocation of Article 370, both 
West Pakistan refugees and Valmikis can 
now buy land, apply for jobs, and partici-
pate in elections in J-K. The Valmiki com-
munity can explore alternative livelihoods 
as well.

 “Today, we are voting. Tomorrow, we 
will represent our people. This marks the 
beginning of a new era in our lives. We will 
bring our issues to the assembly. Imagine, 
a member of our community, who once 
only saw scavenging as their fate, can now 
aspire to be an MLA or even a minister. 
That’s the magnitude of change we’re wit-
nessing,” Bhati said.

Standing in a long queue, 19-year-old 
Komal shared the same sentiment, saying, 
“I am fortunate to vote. My 74-year-old 
grandmother is also voting today. I’m happy 
that the era of injustice and discrimination 
has ended.”

Another community member, 22-year old 
Aikta Mathoo along with his 53-year-old 
father, a sanitation worker, cast his vote at 
the Gandhi Nagar polling station.

 “We both are voting for the first time. My 
father failed to vote in past elections. He 
could not get a better job here. Now I aspire 
to become a judge. The credit goes to the 
central government, who abrogated Article 
370 and made us citizens in J-K,” he said.

The primary demand of the Valmiki com-
munity is improvement in their living con-

ditions.
With their newfound voting rights, they 

are optimistic about advocating for better 
housing, education, and employment 
opportunities for the community.

Rahul Gandhi, Kashmiri 
oliticians condemn 
detention of Sonam 

Wangchuk, other activists 
in Delhi

 “The detention of Sonam Wangchuk 
ji and hundreds of Ladakhis peacefully 
marching for environmental and constitu-
tional rights is unacceptable,” Gandhi said 
in a post on X.

The former Congress chief also asked 
why elderly citizens were being detained at 
Delhi’s border for standing up for Ladakh’s 
future.

 “Modi ji, like with the farmers, this 
‘Chakravyuh’ will be broken, and so will 
your arrogance. You will have to listen to 
Ladakh’s voice,” Gandhi said.

In a post on Instagram shortly before 
being detained, Wangchuk shared visuals 
from the Delhi border, where their buses 
were stopped amid huge police presence.

The climate activist can be seen in the 
video interacting with police officials.

In his post, Wangchuk said several 
vehicles of the Delhi Police and its Hary-
ana counterpart were accompanying their 
buses. While they initially thought that they 
were being escorted as they approached 
the national capital, it was clear they were 
going to be detained.

 “As we are approaching Delhi, it appears 
we are not being escorted, we are being 
detained,” Wangchuk said.

He said around 1,000 police personnel 
had been deployed at the Delhi border and 
they were informed that heavy deployment 
of security forces was made at the Ladakh 
Bhawan in Delhi, and in areas where stu-
dents from the Union Territory resided.

 “It appears they don’t want to allow this 
padyatra to take place,” he said.

The padyatra was organised by the Leh 
Apex Body which, along with the Kargil 
Democratic Alliance, is spearheading 
an agitation over the past four years to 
demand statehood for Ladakh, its inclu-
sion in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, early recruitment process along with 
a public service commission for Ladakh, 
and separate Lok Sabha seats for Leh and 
Kargil districts.

The Delhi Police on Monday banned 
gatherings by five or more persons, car-
rying banners, placards, and arms, and 
protests in the central part and bordering 
areas for the next six days, citing law and 
order issues, including calls for protests by 
several organisations.

Reacting to this, former J&K chief minis-
ter and PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti  said, 
“Even the very fundamental right to protest 
has been snatched from us for raising our 
voice against the onslaught on our identity 
& resources. We stand in solidarity with 
the people of Ladakh,” Mufti wrote on her 
official X-handle.

CPI (MP) leader and assembly contes-
tant from south Kashmir’s Kulgam Tarigami 

said he condemns, “in no uncertain terms, 
the detention of prominent climate activist 
Sonam Wanhchuk and his supporters at 
Singhu border.

 “Scuttling the peaceful Delhi Chalo Pady-
atra of Wangchuk reflects the government’s 
utter disregard for democratic freedom,” 
Tarigami wrote on his official X-handle.

While the prominent activist and author, 
Prashant Bhushan termed the detention as 
“gross violation of Article-19 rights.”

 “Sonam Wagchuk, the inspiration of the 
movie 3 Idiots was on a peaceful climate 
march with a hundred others from Ladakh 
to Delhi. They have been detained at 
the Delhi border by police. They are not 
allowed to meet anyone,not even for a 
Vakalatnama! Gross violation of Art 19 
rights,” Bhushan wrote.

From Ladakh, the Member of Parliament, 
Haji Hanifa said that it was unfortunate that 
Wangchuk and his team were detained.

 “For the last three years, we have been 
raising our concerns in a very peaceful 
manner…several rounds of discussions 
were also held with the government…we 
hoped that the talks would continue after 
the formation of the new government but it 
did not happen…We set out on foot from 
Leh under the banner of Kargil Democratic 
Alliance (KDA) and Apex Body with the 
hope that we would present our views to 
the central government in the national capi-
tal and our concerns would be heard. But 
unfortunately, Sonam Wangchuk and his 
team were detained yesterday…We urge 
the government to provide us a place from 
where we can submit a memorandum to 
PM Modi or hold talks with the leadership 
to resolve this issue,” Hanifa told news 
agency.

Unexpected voter turnout, 
JK touching new heights”: 

State BJP President 
Ravinder Raina

faith in it, so I am sure that the govern-
ment that will be formed will be in favour of 
democracy and in favour of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party,” he said.

According to the latest data issued by 
Election Commission of India (ECI), 
Jammu and Kashmir recorded 11.60 per 
cent voting in the initial voter turnout trend 
till 9 am on Tuesday.

Of the seven districts, Udhampur district 
is leading in the voter turnout chart with 
14.23 per cent voting, followed by Samba 
at 13.31 per cent, Kathua at 13.09 per cent, 
Bandipore 11.64 per cent, Jammu at 11.46 
per cent, Kupwara at 11.27 per cent and 
Baramulla at 8.89 per cent till 9 am.

The polls began at 7 am on Tuesday 
and will conclude at 6 pm. Voting will take 
place in 24 constituencies in the Jammu 
division and 16 constituencies in Kashmir 
amid strong security to ensure smooth and 
peaceful polls.

The intensive campaign for the third and 
final phase of polling in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly elections concluded on 
Sunday evening. (ANI)

This election is notable as the first in a 
decade and the first since the revocation 
of Article 370 in August 2019.

The three-phase election involves a 

multi-party contest for the 90 seats across 
the former state. The National Confer-
ence (NC) and the Congress have formed 
an alliance for these elections, while the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are among 
the other major contenders.

The first phase of voting took place on 
September 18, and the second phase con-
cluded on September 25.

According to the Election Commission of 
India, the first and second phases of polling 
recorded voter turnouts of 61 per cent and 
57.31 per cent, respectively. The counting 
of the votes will be done on October 8.

KDA, Apex Body call for 
Ladakh Bandh following 

activist Sonam Wangchuk’s 
detention

the preservation of its unique cultural 
identity. Activists are urging the govern-
ment to listen to their demands and pri-
oritize the rights of the people of Ladakh.

Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk and 
his supporters were detained by Delhi 
Police at the Singhu border on Monday 
night. Section 163 of the BNS has been 
imposed at Delhi borders, said Delhi Police.

Wangchuk also took to X to inform about 
his detention.

 “I AM BEING DETAINED… along with 
150 padyatris at Delhi Border, by a police 
force of hundreds, some say 1,000. Many 
elderly men & women in their 80s and a 
few dozen Army veterans… Our fate is 
unknown. We were on a most peaceful 
march to Bapu’s Samadhi… in the larg-
est democracy in the world, the mother of 
democracy… Hai Ram!” the climate activist 
posted on X.

Wangchuk and other volunteers were 
embarking on a foot march from Leh to 
New Delhi to urge the Centre to resume 
dialogue with Ladakh’s leadership regard-
ing their demands.

One of their key demands is for Ladakh 
to be included in the Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution, granting law-making powers 
to the local population to protect their land 
and cultural identity.

The Sixth Schedule of the Indian Con-
stitution outlines the governance of tribal 
areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and 
Mizoram in northeast India. It creates 
autonomous councils with legislative, 
judicial, executive, and financial powers, 
allowing these regions to self-govern inde-
pendently.

7 Children injured in explosion 
near garbage dump in Bihar’s 
Bhagalpur

Talking to reporters, Pankaj Kumar, 
Station House Office of Habibpur police 
station said, “Injured children are giving 
two different versions...Some children 
told police that a bomb was planted 
there and it exploded when they were 
playing...other children told cops that 
a person came and threw a bomb-like 
object there, which exploded.” All injured 
children are out of danger, the SHO 
added.
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POONCH, Oct 1: As 
part of its ongoing com-
munity outreach and 
awareness programs, 
Indian Army organized a 
special Summer School 
for children of the Gujjar 
& Bakanval communities 
at Dhok Satharban. This 
initiative was aimed at 
connecting with the local 
populace who migrate 
to higher reaches during 
summers and promoting 
the importance of com-
pulsory education for their 
children. The Gujjars and 
Bakkanvals, have been 
the weaker sections of 
the society for a very long 
time.

Recognizing this fact, 
Indian Army battalion con-
ducted a Summer School 
for their children empha-
sizing on education as the 

backbone for community 
development.

The Summer School not 
only provided academic 
guidance to the children of 
these marginalized com-
munities but also served 
as platform to raise aware-
ness about the value of 
education in improving the 
overall socio-economic 
status of the Gujjar and 
Bakarwal populations.

Living in the remote and 

isolated areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir, many chil-
dren from these nomadic 
communities face signifi-
cant challenges in access-
ing basic educational 
resources.

Through this project the 
Indian Army took a proac-
tive step to bridge the edu-
cational gap by reaching 
out to underprivileged chil-
dren in some of the most 
inaccessible locations in 

the region. The Summer 
School was equipped 
with essential educational 
materials and conducted 
by the team of dedicated 
instructors.

The children, as well as 
the local community mem-
bers, expressed immense 
gratitude for the efforts of 
the Indian Army.

The initiative has been 
widely appreciated by 
locals, who recognized 
the positive impact of edu-
cation on their children’s 
future and the long-term 
benefits for the commu-
nity.

This initiative is part of 
the Indian Army’s broader 
mission to foster peace, 
stability, and development 
in the region by supporting 
educational opportunities 
for all, especially those in 
remote and underserved 
areas.

Army conducts summer school for children 
Gujjar & Bakarwals at Dhok Satharban Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Sam-
sung India’s largest con-
sumer electronics brand 
today announced the 
launch of Galaxy S24 FE, 
the latest addition to the 
Galaxy AI ecosystem that 
delivers premium mobile 
experiences to more 
users.

Galaxy S24 FE, pow-
ered by the AI-based 
ProVisual Engine and 
Galaxy AI’s Photo Assist 
features showcases an 
enhanced camera setup 
that empowers users to 
be more creative. It’s the 
perfect device for gaming 
on the go with a 6.7-inch[i] 
Dynamic AMOLED 2X 
display, a long-lasting 
4,700mAh battery, and 
a powerful Exynos 2400 
series chipset. The Galaxy 
S24 FE offers premium 
Galaxy AI tools and eco-
system connectivity to 
enhance communication, 

productivity and creativity 
— all housed in an iconic 
design and protected by 
robust Samsung Knox 
security.

Galaxy S24 FE’s pre-
mium camera setup fea-
tures a 50MP wide lens 
and 8MP telephoto lens 
with 3x optical zoom — 
both supported by optical 
image stabilization (OIS) 
— plus a 12MP ultra-wide 
lens and a 10MP selfie 
camera.

Making its debut in the FE 
series, ProVisual Engine 
features vastly improved 
technology that leverages 
advanced AI algorithms to 
deliver breathtaking detail 
and remarkably subtle 
textures:  Nightography 
with AI image signal pro-
cessing (ISP) to improve 
low light performance, 
enabling beautiful night 
portraits; Works with the 
wide camera’s 50MP 
Adaptive Pixel Sensor 
to enable optical-quality 

performance at zoom 
levels from 2x in addition 
to the optical 3x zoom. AI 
zoom also provides the 
enhanced image quality at 
distances between digital 
zoom lengths; Object-
Aware Engine to recog-
nize scenes and optimize 
colors in Super High 
Dynamic Range (HDR), 
ensuring vibrant and life-
like photos and videos.

When it is time to edit, 
Photo Assist features 
breathe life into ideas. 
Since its introduction 
with the Galaxy S24 
series devices, Galaxy AI 
has become invaluable 
for editing images and 
expressing creativity.

The powerful Exynos 
2400 series chipset 
enables an uncompro-
mised gaming experience 
compatible with cutting-
edge features such as 
Ray Tracing. In the world 
where every bit of speed 
and efficiency counts, the 
Galaxy S24 FE utilizes 
several key features to 
stay ahead of the compe-
tition.

The Galaxy S24 FE 
incorporates the same 
advanced AI experience 
as the Galaxy S24 series. 
Designed to enhance 
work, simplify communi-
cation, and increase con-
nectivity, Galaxy AI on the 
S24 FE offers tools that 
unlock new possibilities.

Every Galaxy AI-
enhanced experience 
becomes even more 

useful when the Galaxy 
S24 FE is connected to 
Samsung’s expansive 
mobile ecosystem. It 
seamlessly transfers files, 
quickly sets up extended 
displays, and effortlessly 
executes complex creative 
ideas through intuitive 
inputs. In this hyper-con-
nected Samsung Galaxy 
ecosystem, Galaxy S24 
FE enables experiences 
that increase productivity, 
creativity, and efficiency.

Building on the innova-
tive legacy of the S series, 
the Galaxy S24 FE is forti-
fied with strong security. 
Samsung Knox, Galaxy’s 
multi-layer security plat-
form that safeguards 
critical information and 
protects against vulner-
abilities with end-to-end 
secure hardware, real-
time threat detection and 
collaborative protection.

As a continuation of the 
S24 series tradition of 
sustainable design, the 
Galaxy S24 FE has been 
made to do more with less 
when it comes to the plan-
et’s resources. It features 
a wide variety of recycled 
materials, including recy-
cled plastics, aluminum, 
glass, and rare earth ele-
ments in both internal and 
external components. It 
also features seven gen-
erations of OS upgrades 
and seven years of secu-
rity updates, and comes 
in a packaging box made 
from 100% recycled paper 
material.

Samsung launches Galaxy S24 FE in India

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, Oct 1:  
The “Kalash Yatra” com-
menced with great enthu-
siasm and religious fervor 
in Kotranka, Bakori, mark-
ing the beginning of the 
Shrimad Bhagwat Katha.

Led by His Holiness 
Atal Pethadeshwar Rajg-
uru Acharya Mahaman-

daleshwar Shri Shri 1008 
Swami Vishwatamanand 
Saraswati Ji Maharaj, the 
procession started from 
Shiv Mandir in Jagnaloo 
and included numerous 
devotees from across 
Jammu and Kashmir.

As the yatra progressed, 
participants engaged in 
lively dances, accompa-
nied by drum beats, and 

chanted bhajans in praise 
of Lord Krishna.

The procession covered 
key locations, including 
Jagnaloo Bridge, the Bus 
Stand, and Main Bazar, 
eventually concluding at 
the Irrigation Ground near 
Shiv Mandir.

This site will host the 
Shrimad Bhagwat Tatva 
Gyan Yagya, which runs 

from September 26 to 
October 2.

At the inaugural func-
tion, Swami Vishwata-
manandji addressed the 
crowd, emphasizing the 
profound impact of Bhag-
wat Katha on individuals’ 
lives. He explained that 
listening to the Katha can 
significantly transform 
one’s way of life and lead 

to self-realization. He 
stressed that while God 
is omnipresent, He also 
exists in unique ways, 
encouraging devotees 
to recognize the divine in 
their everyday lives.

The event was vibrant 
with devotion, laugh-
ter, and tales of love 
and separation from the 
Almighty, encapsulat-

ing the essence of the 
Bhagwat Saptah through 
reading, interpretation, 
and singing of its verses. 
The temple committee 
welcomed Swamiji and 
the attendees with flower 
showers, and parshad 
was distributed to all 
devotees, enriching the 
spirit of community and 
devotion.

Shrimad Bhagwat Katha begins with “Kalash Yatra” at  Kotranka
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NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): The Annual 
Survey of Industries (ASI) 
for 2022-23, released 
by the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) 
Monday, showed that the 
total number of employ-
ees in manufacturing 
industries increased by 
7.5 per cent to 1.84 crore 
in 2022-23 from 1.72 
crore in 2021-22.

This is the highest rate 
of increase in employ-
ment in manufacturing 
industries in the last 12 
years.

The highest employment 
was recorded in factories 
producing food products, 
followed by textiles, basic 
metals, wearing apparel 
and motor vehicles, trail-
ers and semi-trailers, the 
latest ASI data showed.

According to the survey, 
the total number of facto-
ries increased from 2.49 
lakh in 2021-22 to 2.53 
lakh in 2022-23, which 
was the first year marking 
the full recovery phase 
after the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

In comparison, the 
number of workers 
employed in the informal 
sector in 2022-23 had 
dropped by 16.45 lakh 
or about 1.5 per cent to 
10.96 crore compared to 
11.13 crore in 2015-16, 
as per the Annual Survey 
of Unincorporated Enter-
prises (ASUSE) 2022-23 
released in July this year.

At a press briefing on 
the ASI data release, 
NITI Aayog CEO BVR 
Subrahmanyam said it 

suggests the impact of 
the Covid pandemic has 
been “wiped out”.

“What this data is show-
ing is that we have now 
overcome the Covid 
shock and the manufac-
turing sector is now on the 
upswing and that’s very 
clear. These figures are 
coming as a surprise to 
us also,” he said.

The ASI data is the 
principal source of indus-
trial statistics and data for 
organised manufactur-
ing. It relates to factories 
employing 10 or more 
workers using power 
and those employing 20 
or more workers without 
using power. The defini-
tion is slightly tweaked 
for states of Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan and Goa, 
wherein data is collected 
for factories employ-
ing 20 or more workers 
with power and factories 
having 40 or more work-
ers without power. The 
survey also covers regis-
tered bidi and cigar manu-
facturing establishments.

The Ministry said 
the main drivers of the 
manufacturing growth in 
2022-23 were industries 
related to basic metal, 
coke & refined petroleum 
products, food products, 
chemical and chemi-
cal products and motor 
vehicles.

“These industries, taken 
together, contributed 
about 58% of the total 
output of the sector and 
showed output growth of 
24.5% and GVA growth 
of 2.6% in comparison 
to 2021-22,” the Ministry 

said in a statement.
The estimated number 

of persons engaged in the 
manufacturing industries 
in 2022-23 is higher than 
the pre-pandemic level of 
2018-19 by over 22.14 
lakh, the Ministry said. 
The average emoluments 
also improved in 2022-23, 
with average emoluments 
per person rising by 6.3 
per cent in 2022-23 as 
against the previous year.

In terms of GVA, Maha-
rashtra ranked first in 
2022-23 followed by Guja-
rat, Tamil Nadu, Karna-
taka and Uttar Pradesh. 
These top five states 
together contributed more 
than 54 per cent of the 
total manufacturing GVA 
of the country in 2022-23. 
In terms of employment 
also, the top five states 
were Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh and Karnataka in 
ASI 2022-23, contributing 
about 55 per cent of total 
manufacturing employ-
ment in 2022-23.

Workers include all per-
sons employed directly or 
through any agency and 
includes both paid and 
unpaid workers engaged 
in any manufacturing pro-
cess or in cleaning any 
part of the machinery or 
the manufacturing prem-
ises. Employees include 
all workers and persons 
receiving wages and hold-
ing clerical or supervisory 
or managerial positions 
along with those engaged 
in purchase of raw materi-
als or fixed assets for the 
factory as well as watch 
and ward staff.

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): Indian trac-
tor major Tractors and 
Farm Equipment (TAFE) 
Monday filed a contempt 
petition against its long-
term partner AGCO Cor-
poration, the US-based 
agricultural equipment 
manufacturer, after the 
latter delivered immedi-
ate termination notices 
for its agreements with 
TAFE, including the 
brand licence for the 
popular Massey Fergu-
son tractors.

TAFE, India’s second-
largest tractor manu-
facturer led by Mallika 
Srinivasan, is the larg-
est shareholder in the 
$14.4-billion US com-
pany with a share of 
16.3 per cent. TAFE 
had acquired the stake 
in 2012, and became its 
single largest sharehold-
er and strategic long-
term investor. AGCO’s 
other top sharehold-
ers include institutional 
investors including Van-
guard and Blackrock. 
The top 10 sharehold-
ers have a cumulative 
stake of 52.8 per cent in 
AGCO.

In a statement, TAFE 
said the Commercial 
Court in Chennai had 
ruled in its favour with 
an interim status quo 
order with respect to 
the Massey Ferguson 
brand. Claiming it was 
impermissible for either 
party (TAFE or AGCO) 
to disturb the position as 
on April 29, 2024, it said, 
“TAFE has filed a petition 
against AGCO for dis-
obedience of the orders 
of the court in a contempt 
petition in Chennai.”

The Indian company 
has asserted its claims 
over the ownership of the 

Massey Ferguson brand 
in a case filed before the 
Madras High Court.

“Since its inception in 
1960, TAFE has pro-
duced, built and nur-
tured the Massey Fergu-
son brand…With a total 
annual production of over 
180,000 tractors, over 
100,000 Massey Fer-
guson are produced by 
TAFE in India with over 3 
Million satisfied custom-
ers in its fold. TAFE and 
Massey Ferguson are 
synonymous in India…
AGCO’s global brand 
website has historically 
for six decades made no 
mention of Massey Fer-
guson in the context of 
India, Nepal and Bhutan 
having ceded the entire 
territory to TAFE since 
the take-over of Massey 
Ferguson India in 1960,” 
TAFE said.

The TAFE statement 
came after AGCO deliv-
ered termination notices 
of its Massey Ferguson 
brand licence agree-
ment with TAFE, dis-
tributor agreement with 
TAFE for the markets of 
India, Nepal and Bhutan, 
and intellectual property 
licence agreement with 
TAFE for the markets of 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and Bhutan. 
In a press release, AGCO 
said Monday that it has 
“also commenced legal 
proceedings against 
TAFE in India related to 
the use of the Massey 
Ferguson brand follow-
ing the termination of 
these notices.”

TAFE and AGCO 
had locked horns over 
Massey Ferguson, with 
the former claiming 
ownership of the popu-
lar tractor brand in India. 
TAFE has also accused 

AGCO’s management 
of pushing back against 
the Indian company’s 
growing influence at the 
latter, sought changes in 
AGCO’s board and a split 
of the position of chair-
man and chief executive 
officer, which is currently 
held by Eric Hansotia.

On Monday, TAFE also 
wrote a public letter to 
AGCO’s shareholders, 
in which it accused the 
AGCO management of 
“ignoring” its sugges-
tions for improving the 
corporation’s business 
performance.

“As the Company 
(AGCO) has struggled in 
recent years to integrate 
acquisitions and expand 
into new markets, we 
have drawn on our expe-
rience to provide leader-
ship with pragmatic sug-
gestions. Unfortunately, 
AGCO has responded 
by ignoring these ideas, 
taking measures to dis-
enfranchise TAFE, and 
isolating our represen-
tative on the Board…,” 
TAFE said in its letter to 
AGCO shareholders.

TAFE alleged that 
AGCO’s current state 
was such that despite 
being a long-term, stra-
tegic investor with no 
history of public activ-
ism, the Indian company 
felt “compelled” to air its 
concerns publicly. Calling 
for “shareholder-driven 
boardroom change” at 
AGCO, TAFE told the 
shareholders: “AGCO’s 
issues have also led us 
to begin assessing the 
ways in which a strategic 
transformation can be 
implemented, with new 
and independent direc-
tors who possess the 
expertise required to lead 
a lasting turnaround…”

“Manufacturing industries’ job 
growth at 12-year high in FY23”

TAFE files for contempt against 
AGCO after US co terminates 
Massey Ferguson licence deal

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): The first time 
I saw the Pixel Fold and 
held it in my hands—
almost a year ago in New 
York—I was impressed 
though not fully con-
vinced. Earlier this year, I 
used the Pixel Fold again, 
this time at a Google store 
in Mountain View. While I 
spent more time with the 
device and liked what I 
saw, it still left many ques-
tions unanswered. Over 
the past year, I’ve tried 
and experienced fold-
ables of all shapes and 
sizes, including concept 
and prototype devices, 

and my impressions of 
the Pixel Fold too have 
continued to evolve every 
time I used it.

Now, Google is back 
with the Pixel 9 Pro Fold 
(they aren’t calling it the 
Pixel Fold 2), another 
attempt to break into 
the foldable market with 
a much more mature 
product. I would say the 
second-generation Pixel 
Fold is still a work in prog-
ress, despite an improved 
design and a heavy dose 
of AI features. It shows 
the direction Google and 
others want to take with 
foldable smartphones, 

but they aren’t there yet—
at least, not for now.

I have used the Pixel 
9 Pro Fold for over two 
weeks, and here’s what 
impressed me about the 
foldable phone and what 
didn’t.

Google Pixel 9 Pro 
Fold price in India (as 
reviewed): Rs 1,72,999

Thinner and comfort-
able to use

By now, I have used 
foldable smartphones 
countless times, and each 
time, I get a strange feel-
ing that makes me switch 
back to “normal” phones. 
I never felt that I could 

use them as my primary 
device because they 
can be uncomfortable 
to handle. However, the 
Pixel 9 Pro Fold felt differ-
ent. I think its shape and 
size made it a little more 
comfortable to use—and 
that one change made 
a significant difference 
in how I view foldable 
phones.

I would say the Pixel 9 
Pro Fold sits between the 
Samsung Galaxy Z Fold 
6 and the OnePlus Open, 
among the two most pop-
ular foldables. In fact, the 
original Pixel Fold was 
short and wide like an 

actual passport. The new 
model, however, matches 
the size of the Pixel 9 Pro 
XL, making it closer to a 
regular smartphone that 
you and I are familiar with 
and accustomed to. How-
ever, that doesn’t mean 
the Pixel 9 Pro Fold feels 
like a “normal” phone—it 
clearly isn’t. After all, this 
is a foldable phone, and 
that’s a fundamental dif-
ference between the Pixel 
9 Pro XL and the Pixel 9 
Pro Fold. The two phones 
aren’t going to be the 
same, and you will defi-
nitely feel it once you start 
using the Pixel Fold.

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): The Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) on 
Monday asked gold loan 
financiers to review poli-
cies, processes and prac-
tices while offering such 
loans. The central bank’s 
direction came after it 
found major deficien-
cies in loans offered by 
supervised entities (SEs) 
against pledge of gold 
ornaments and jewellery.

“All SEs are advised to 
comprehensively review 
their policies, processes 
and practices on gold 
loans to identify gaps 
and initiate appropriate 
remedial measures in a 
time bound manner,” RBI 
said in a notification.

Some irregularities 
included shortcomings 
in use of third parties for 
sourcing and appraisal of 
loans; valuation of gold 
without the presence of 
the customer; inadequate 
due diligence and lack of 
end use monitoring of 
gold loans; and lack of 
transparency during auc-
tion of gold ornaments 
and jewellery on default 
by the customer. The RBI 
in its review also found 
weaknesses in monitor-
ing of LTV (loan-to-value 
ratio) and incorrect appli-
cation of risk-weights.

The RBI said that in gold 
loans granted through 
partnership with Fintech 
entities/ business cor-
respondents (BC), prac-
tices such as valuation of 
gold being carried out in 
the absence of custom-

er, credit appraisal and 
valuation done by the 
BC itself, delayed and 
insecure mode of trans-
portation of gold to the 
branch and KYC (Know 
Your Customer) compli-
ance being done through 
Fintechs.

The RBI found that in 
some of the gold loan 
players, the share of 
gold loans disbursed in 
cash to total gold loans 
disbursed was high and 
the statutory limit speci-
fied under the Income 
Tax Act, 1961 on cash 
mode of disbursal was 
not adhered to in many 
cases.

“Many loan accounts 
were closed within a 
short time from sanction, 
i.e. within a few days rais-
ing doubts over the eco-
nomic rationale for such 
action,” the RBI said.

The RBI said that the 
gold loan portfolio should 
be closely monitored, 
especially in the light of 
significant growth in the 
portfolio in certain SEs. 
It should also be ensured 
that adequate controls 
are in place over out-
sourced activities and 
third-party service pro-
viders, it said.

The RBI also asked 
gold loan financiers to 
inform it about the action 
taken by them to remove 
the shortcomings within 
three months. It was 
warned of supervisory 
action in case of non-
compliance of the regu-
latory guidelines.

Google Pixel 9 Pro Fold review: A bold canvas for foldables but one step at a time

RBI finds irregular practices in 
grant of gold loans; asks lenders 
to review policies

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 
(Agencies): India’s avia-
tion regulator Directorate 
General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) announced 
Tuesday that the merger 
of Tata Group’s low cost 
airlines AIX Connect (for-
merly AirAsia India) and 
Air India Express has 
been successfully com-
pleted.

The merger of the two 
budget carriers is seen 
as part of the larger con-
solidation of airlines in 
the Tata stable as part of 
Air India’s transformation 
plan.

All aircraft of AIX Con-
nect — which started as a 
joint venture between the 
Tata group and Malay-
sia’s AirAsia Berhad— 
have been transferred 
to the air operator cer-
tificate (AOC) of Air India 
Express. With this, the 
no-frills airline has flown 
into the sunset after oper-
ating for over a decade.

“The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) has granted 
the requisite regulatory 
approval for the merger 
of AIX Connect (AIXC)…
into Air India Express…
Effective October 1, 
2024, all aircraft of AIXC 
have been transferred 
seamlessly onto the 
Air Operator Certificate 
(AOC) of AIX (Air India 
Express), ensuring that 
airline operations of the 
combined entity con-
tinue without disruption 
to ensure a safe and 

smooth passenger expe-
rience,” the DGCA said 
on Tuesday.

The regulator sees the 
merger, which was com-
pleted in less than a year 
and without any disrup-
tion in operations of the 
two carriers and aircraft 
groundings, as having 
set a new benchmark 
and template for airline 
mergers in India particu-
larly the upcoming Air 
India-Vistara merger. The 
DGCA will closely moni-
tor post-merger opera-
tions of Air India Express 
to ensure compliance 
with all regulatory condi-
tions.

“Our rigorous review 
ensures that this merger 
serves the public inter-
est by fostering safe air 
operations while enhanc-
ing the overall travel 
experience for consum-
ers. The insights gained 
from this experience will 
prove valuable for the 
upcoming merger of Air 
India and Vistara, which 
is currently in progress,” 
said DGCA Director Gen-
eral Vikram Dev Dutt.

The group’s full-service 
carriers (FSC) Vistara 
and Air India are set to 

merge on November 12. 
Following both the merg-
ers, the Tata group will 
have two airlines—a 
low-cost carrier (LCC) 
Air India Express and an 
FSC Air India. Air India 
Express is a fully-owned 
arm of Air India and both 
airlines were acquired 
by the Tata group from 
the government in early 
2022.

AirAsia Berhad, which 
was initially a partner 
in AIX Connect, had 
exited the airline in 2022 
after selling its stake 
in phases to the Tata 
group. The AirAsia India 
brand was retired in 
2023, with AIX Connect 
operating flights in sync 
with Air India Express to 
serve the combined net-
work of the two airlines. 
The enlarged Air India 
Express has a fleet of 88 
narrow-body aircraft and 
is likely to cross the 100-
plane mark by the end of 
the year. The enlarged 
Air India Express offers 
flights on 171 routes—
domestic and short-haul 
international.

“About a year ago, we 
started the integration 
of AIX Connect and Air 

India Express, bring-
ing the two organisa-
tions together behind a 
common brand. Along-
side, we worked on the 
complex integration exer-
cise culminating today 
in the operational and 
legal merger of the two 
organisations. The close 
collaboration amongst 
DGCA, BCAS (Bureau of 
Civil Aviation Security), 
and MoCA (Ministry of 
Civil Aviation), AIX (Air 
India Express) and group 
leadership teams and 
many other colleagues 
were instrumental in the 
success of this exer-
cise,” Air India Express’s 
Managing Director Aloke 
Singh said.

“The merger of AIX 
Connect and Air India 
Express was a complex 
endeavour involving 
the integration of air-
craft, pilots, cabin crew, 
engineers, operational 
control systems, aircraft 
maintenance, certifica-
tion procedures, and a 
wide range of contracts, 
vendors, and backend 
systems. Considering 
the safety challenges that 
arise during the merger of 
two running airline sys-

tems, DGCA’s role has 
been pivotal in ensuring 
that all regulatory and 
safety requirements have 
been meticulously com-
plied with and effectively 
implemented,” the DGCA 
said in its statement.

According to the regu-
lator, such a transition 
would typically require 
grounding the fleet 
during the transfer of 
aircraft from one AOC to 
another. Given that this 
process could inconve-
nience passengers and 
impose financial strain 
on airlines, the DGCA 
worked with all stake-
holders to ensure regu-
latory compliance for the 
merger without disrupting 
the operations of either 
airline.

“In order to achieve 
the dual objectives of 
maintaining the highest 
safety standards while 
simultaneously ensur-
ing a smooth transition 
without grounding of 
aircraft, DGCA con-
stituted a dedicated 
project team which 
coordinated the neces-
sary actions to secure 
regulatory approvals in 
a time-bound manner. 
The approval process 
for this merger involved 
reviewing organisational 
structures and approv-
als, ensuring a seam-
less transfer of aircraft 
and personnel, and safe-
guarding the safety of 
ongoing operations,” the 
aviation regulator added.

Air India Express-AIX Connect merger complete; to serve as 
benchmark for upcoming Air India-Vistara merger: DGCA

MUMBAI, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): From October 1, life 
insurance policyholders 
will get a higher refund 
if they discontinue their 
policies, despite opposi-
tion from some insurance 
companies.

Insurance regula-
tor IRDAI recently 
announced new regula-
tions regarding surrender 
values, to be implement-
ed from Tuesday. As a 
result, insurance com-
panies will have to offer 
a higher surrender value 
for all endowment poli-
cies, providing greater 
comfort and exit options 
to customers.

However, the higher 
surrender value is likely 
to result in a spike in pre-
mium by insurers. Some 
insurers had taken up the 
hike in surrender value to 
IRDAI asking the regula-
tor to review the decision. 
Insurance funds are sup-
posed to be long-terms 
funds lasting for 20 to 
25 years. If the insurer 
shells out higher surren-
der value, it could impact 
its margins and profitabil-
ity, according to an insur-
ance source.

According to IRDAI, 
“surrender value” means 
an amount, if any, that 
becomes payable in case 
of surrender in accor-
dance with the terms and 
conditions of the policy.” 
All existing policies will 
have to comply with the 
norms by September 30 
and new policies will have 
to offer new surrender 

value from October 1.
“Every policy offered by 

life insurer under a non-
linked platform which 
has acquired a surrender 
value shall not lapse by 
reason of non-payment 
of further premiums,” the 
regulator said in a cir-
cular. It should be kept 
in force to the extent of 
paid-up sum assured, 
calculated by means of 
a formula as approved 
by the Authority and the 
reversionary bonuses or 
the guaranteed additions, 
if any, that have already 
been attached to the 
policy, IRDAI said.

Conjeevaram Barad-
hwaj, Executive Vice 
President (Legal & Com-
pliance), Future Generali 
India Life Insurance Com-
pany, said, “surrender 
value is the amount which 
the policyholder gets if he 
stops paying premiums, 
after paying premium for 
a minimum period.”

However, interest is 
payable on policy loans 
and interest rate is 
around 9 per cent to 10 
per cent p.a. compound-
ing yearly. Customers 
can repay the policy loan 
whenever they would like 
to. “However, if the loan is 
not repaid and if the out-
standing loan and loan 
interest equals the sur-
render value, the policy 
is foreclosed by adjusting 
the outstanding amount 
against the surrender 
value,” he said.

Rating firm CareEdge 
said the product and 

commission structure 
could likely witness sig-
nificant changes, leading 
to volatile premium move-
ment in the second half of 
the current fiscal. Howev-
er, as these changes are 
anticipated to be favour-
able for customers, the 
growth is likely to rise 
over the medium term, it 
said.

The firm anticipates that 
the life insurance industry 
will sustain a growth rate 
of approximately 11-13 
per cent over the next 
three to five years. There 
is likely to be increased 
emphasis on the agency 
channel, driven by banks’ 
focus on deposit gath-
ering and companies’ 
efforts to reduce reli-
ance on bancassurance. 
“Meanwhile, any poten-
tial adverse macroeco-
nomic conditions could 
impact growth. Despite 
these challenges, the 
medium-term outlook 
remains positive overall,” 
CareEdge said.

In a circular issued last 
year, IRDAI had asked life 
insurers to stop accepting 
loan repayments against 
insurance policies made 
via credit cards as many 
customers paid insurance 
premium using the credit 
card and later defaulted 
on repayment.

New business premium 
of life insurers was Rs 
377,960 crore during the 
fiscal ended March 2024, 
according to data avail-
able from Life Insurance 
Council.

Policyholders to get higher 
surrender value from today
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KANPUR, Oct 1 (Agencies): Yashasvi 
Jaiswal scored another half-century as 
India defeated Bangladesh by seven wick-
ets in the weather-hit second Test to make 

a clean sweep of the two-Test series here 
on Tuesday.

India, after dismissing Bangladesh for 
146 runs in the second innings, thanks to 
three-wicket hauls by Ravichandran Ashwin, 
Ravindra Jadeja and Jasprit Bumrah, 
achieved the victory target of 95 runs in 17.2 
overs, with Jaiswal and Kohli scoring 51 and 
unbeaten 29 runs, respectively.

Earlier, Ashwin (3/50), Jadeja (3/34) and 
Bumrah (3/17) broke the back of Bangladesh 
batting, allowing them an addition of just 120 
runs to their overnight total of 26/2.

Overnight batter Shadman Islam was the 
highest scorer for Bangladesh in the second 

innings, scoring 50 runs.
The lunch session was extended by nearly 

an hour to complete Bangladesh’s innings.
Bangladesh were bundled out for 233 

in their first innings before India scored a 
quick-fire 285/9 and declared their innings on 
Monday in a match in which two days were 
completely lost due to a wet outfield.

Brief scores: Bangladesh 233 all out and 
146 all out in 47 overs (Shadman Islam 50; 
Ravichandran Ashwin 3/50, Ravindra Jadeja 
3/34, Jasprit Bumrah 3/17) vs India 285/9 
declared in 34.4 overs and 98 for 3 in 17.2 
overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 51, Virat Kohli 29 
not out).

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): For the Indian men’s 
team, the month of June was 
like a fairytale. Virat Kohli and 
Rohit Sharma could not have 
expected for a more fitting fare-
well in T20Is as the Men in Blue 
bagged the T20 World Cup title 
after a long gap of 17 years. The 
stage is set again, this time for 
the other Indian team and their 
mainstay, Jemimah Rodrigues, 
has manifested similar heights 
in the Women’s T20 World Cup.

Rohit’s men had got a rousing 
reception in Mumbai with fans 
swarming the Marine Drive and 
roaring their lungs out for their 
heroes. The atmosphere was 
surreal, to say the least, as the 
cricketers waved at the massive 
crowd with joy in their hearts. 
Also, last year, Shafali Verma 
led the U19 team to glory in the 
T20 World Cup in South Africa, 
but the senior team is yet to get 
its hand on an ICC trophy.

Inspired by the girls and the 
men, 24-year-old Jemimah has 
dreamt of taking India past the 
finish line if and when India 
qualify for Finals Day on Octo-
ber 20 at the Dubai International 
Cricket Stadium. Jemimah, who 
has seen Indian women’s crick-
et go through several ups and 
downs since she was a teen-
ager, feels winning the trophy 
would be something special for 
India Women.

“100 percent. It’s nice to keep 
dreaming about that, and we 
do dream about sitting on that 
bus at Marine Lines. I have 
played a lot of cricket there 
and getting crowds there. But 
more than anything, we want 
to lift the World Cup for India,” 
Jemimah told India Today on 
the sidelines of a promotional 
event for apparel brand QUA in 
New Delhi.

“The U19 girls have done it, 
but it will be the first one for the 
women’s team. I think it would 
be a crazy feeling just to do that. 
Yes, we have taken a lot of inspi-
ration from the men’s team and 
it was special watching them do 
what they did, and hopefully we 
can do that too,” she said.

‘Focusing on strengths’
Playing in three editions of the 

mega event, Jemimah has seen 
India qualify for the semi-final 
every time. But India failed to 
go all the way even once. While 
they lost to England in the semis 
in 2018, Australia beat them in 
the final in 2020, followed by the 
semis in 2023. Harmanpreet 
Kaur’s women failed both times, 
as Meg Lanning and Co. had the 
last laugh.

This time around, Australia 
don’t have Lanning, who pulled 
the curtains down on her inter-
national career last year after 
captaining the national side 
to five ICC titles. But instead 
of scratching their heads over 
external factors, Jemimah said 
that India are focusing on build-
ing on their own strengths. For 
the youngster, no team in the 
World Cup should be under-
mined.

“Firstly, we are not going to 
think too much of the opponents 
we are going to play. We are 
going to stick to our strengths, 
work on our preparations and 
follow our process well which 
will help us get the desired 
results. Whichever team, be it 
Australia, England, Sri Lanka, 
or Bangladesh, should not be 
taken lightly,” Jemimah said.

“Every team comes prepared 
and wants to win the World Cup. 
So does India, and we are not 
thinking about our opponents, 
rather focusing on our strengths. 
Once we stick to that, everything 
else will be taken care of,” she 
added.

In the T20 World Cups, Jemi-
mah has scored 339 runs from 

15 matches at an average of 
26.08, striking at 111.88. Having 
notched only two fifties, she got 
her top score of 59 against New 
Zealand back in 2018 at the 
Providence Stadium in Guyana.

The special knock
Before taking the stage in the 

World Cup, Jemimah honed her 
skills for the Trinbago Knight 
Riders in the Women’s Carib-
bean Premier League (WCPL). 
On tough batting wickets, she 
managed only 105 runs at a 
strike-rate of 108.24. But her 
knock of an unbeaten 59 against 
the Barbados Royals in a must-
win clash guided TKR through 
to the finals.

Batting at No.3, Jemimah’s 
knock helped the Knight Riders 
chase down 131 in 19.4 overs. 
With five runs needed off the 
last four balls, the right-hander 
hit Hayley Matthews for a four 
and then took a single to secure 
victory for her team. Quite natu-
rally, Jemimah’s confidence has 
grown since her heroic effort at 
the Brian Lara Stadium.

“Every knock was very impor-
tant; it teaches you a lot more 
and obviously that knock. It 
wasn’t a semi-final, but actually 
a semi-final for us. That knock 
really gave me a lot of confi-
dence and boost. There’s noth-
ing like taking your team through 
and finishing a match and win-
ning it, helping them reach the 
finals out of nowhere. So, that 
knock was very special,” Jemi-
mah said.

Role clarity and confidence
The Women’s T20 World Cup 

was earlier set to take place in 
Bangladesh, where Jemimah 

and the Indians have played 
quite a bit of cricket. But the tour-
nament was shifted out of the 
country after political tensions 
gripped the nation. Instead, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
where the 2021 men’s edition 
took place, will host the upcom-
ing championship.

In 2020 itself, the Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium hosted the 
Women’s T20 challenge. Jemi-
mah doesn’t have happy memo-
ries of playing in the UAE after 
she scored only 21 runs from 
three games, averaging a disas-
trous seven for the Supernovas.

Apart from that, she and the 
other Indian female cricketers 
do not have a whole lot of expe-
rience of playing in the UAE. 
However, Jemimah said that 
playing in the CPL has given her 
belief that she could adapt to the 
conditions in the gulf country.

“The conditions in the UAE will 
be very different to what they 
were in the CPL. The pitches in 
the CPL were challenging, but 
adapting well to the conditions 
gave me a lot of confidence. I 
know how to play on different 
surfaces and that will be some-
thing I will be taking into the 
World Cup. I’m very clear about 
my role in the Indian team, and 
I’m sticking to that,” Jemimah 
mentioned.

Jemimah and India will begin 
their campaign in the Women’s 
T20 World Cup when they face 
Sophie Devine’s New Zealand 
on October 4 in Dubai.

Jemimah Rodrigues and her 
association with QUA

Jemimah recently signed a 
deal with QUA for their “Modern 
Heroine” campaign before the 
T20 World Cup. The campaign 
celebrates powerful, ambitious, 
and resilient women who have 
refined the concept of strength, 
both in sports and life. The 
modern heroine is someone 
who defies expectations, breaks 
barriers, and inspires the next 
generation. The shoot captures 
the Indian cricketer in a way that 
highlights her personality and 
determined outlook.

India defeat Bangladesh by 7 wickets, make clean sweep of 
two-Test series

Inspired by India men’s victory parade, Jemimah 
‘dreaming’ before T20 World Cup

LUCKNOW, Oct 1 (Agencies): Prithvi 
Shaw’s poor run in first-class cricket 
continued as the Mumbai opener failed 
to trouble the scorers much on Day 1 
of the Irani Cup match against Rest of 
India in Lucknow. On Tuesday, Prithvi 
Shaw managed just four runs from 
seven deliveries before he got out to 
pacer Mukesh Kumar.

Prithvi Shaw was undone by a deliv-
ery that pitched outside the off-stump 
and straightened. The Mumbai opener 
was unable to control his urge as he 
threw his bat at the delivery and found 
a thick outside edge. The ball flew to 
the right of Devdutt Padikkal, who was 
standing in the second slip. Padikkal 
flaunted his reflexes, diving to the right 
to hold on to it and complete a stunning 
catch. Devdutt was thrilled as the on-air 
commentators were awestruck by the 
fielding effort in the slip cordon.

Mumbai, the Ranji Trophy champions, 
were rattled in the first session of the 
Irani Cup match at the Shri Atal Vihari 

Vajpayee Stadium as Mukesh Kumar 
ran riot with the new ball. Dropped from 
the Test team, it seemed as if Mukesh 
was making a statement, picking three 
wickets.

Mumbai suffered a double blow in the 
third over as wicketkeeper-batter Hardik 
Tamore was caught behind for 0. In the 
12th over, Mumbai lost their third wicket 
as opener Ayush Mhatre’s vigil ended. 
He was dismissed by Mukesh for 19 
from 35 balls.

Mumbai recovered from the early set-
backs as captain Ajinkya Rahane and 
senior batter Shreyas Iyer toughed it out 
in the middle, stitching a fifty-plus stand 
for the fourth wicket.

Prithvi Shaw’s form has seen a slump 
in the recent past. In his County Cricket 
stint in August-September, Prithvi was 
in fine form in List A cricket. However, 
he managed just 71 runs in six innings 
for Northamptonshire in the County 
Championship.

His recent red-ball form is in stark 
contrast to his numbers from Ranji 
Trophy 2023-24 season. Prithvi was in 
good form, hitting 451 runs, including 
a hundred and a fifty, in six matches in 
Mumbai’s victorious run. Shaw is not in 
the reckoning for Team India selection 
in red-ball cricket.

Shaw last played for India in Decem-
ber 2020. The Mumbai batter has 
played five Tests, scoring 339 runs, 
including a hundred for India.

NEW DELHI, Oct 
1 (Agencies): Indian 
Olympic Association 
(IOA) president PT 
Usha has slammed the 
executive committee 
members for failing to 
agree to felicitate the 
Paris Olympics medal-
lists.

In a statement, Usha 
said she was sad that 
the EC has not made an 
attempt to even discuss 
the subject. “No Indian 
athlete before this won 
two medals in a single 
edition of the Olym-
pics, and I take pride I 
was able to help Manu 
(Bhaker) in this journey. 
It is a matter of pride 
for me we had medals 
from Neeraj Chopra, 
Sarabjot Singh, Swapnil 
Kushale and the men’s 
hockey team as well but 
the EC does not want to 
celebrate their success, 
which makes me very 
sad,” Usha said.

“These ath letes 
have made the nation 
proud, and it is the 
responsibility of the 
IOA to celebrate their 
achievements with the 
respect they deserve. 
It is deeply concerning 

that, even after return-
ing home in mid-August, 
the EC has failed to dis-
cuss or take any steps 
towards organizing a 
formal felicitation cer-
emony,” she added.

The IOA announced 
to hand Rs 1 crore to 
gold medallists, Rs 75 
lakh to silver medal win-
ners and Rs 50 lakh to 
bronze medal winners 
besides cash prizes 
ranging from Rs 15 lakh 
to Rs 25 lakh to their 
coaches.

Usha revealed that the 
rift within the IOA stalled 
a preparatory grant of 
Rs 2 lakh and Rs 1 lakh 
to the Paris athletes and 
coaches, respectively. 
“I strongly believe that 
this grant would have 
given our athletes and 

their coaches the sup-
port they needed in the 
crucial period leading up 
to the Olympic Games. 
The refusal to disburse 
these funds reflects a 
lack of understanding 
of the needs of athletes 
and shows a complete 
disregard for their prep-
aration and well-being,” 
she said.

“As someone who has 
represented India on the 
world stage, I under-
stand the importance 
of recognising the hard 
work, sacrifices, and vic-
tories of our athletes. It 
is disheartening to see 
that others in positions of 
power, especially those 
who have also worn the 
national colours, are fail-
ing to uphold this duty,” 
she added.

KANPUR, Oct 1 
(Agencies): Reiterating 
a long-held position, 
BCCI vice president 
Rajeev Shukla said a 
decision on whether 
the national cricket 
team will travel to Paki-
stan for next year’s ICC 
Champions Trophy will 
depend on government 
approval.

Pakistan are sched-
uled to host the presti-
gious ODI tournament 
from February 19 to 
March 9.

“No decision has been 
taken (yet). But our 
policy is that for interna-
tional tours, we always 
seek the permission 
of the government. It’s 
up to the government 
to decide whether our 
team should go to any 
country or our team 
should not go to any 
country,” Shukla told 

reporters here.
“In this case (also), 

whatever the govern-
ment will decide, we 
will abide by that,” he 
added.

Shukla was talking to 
the media on the side-
lines of the ongoing 
second Test between 
India and Bangladesh 
here. India and Pakistan 
only play each other in 
ICC events. India have 
not travelled to Paki-
stan for bilateral cricket 
since 2008 following the 
Mumbai terror attacks in 
which over 150 people 
were killed.

Pakistan were in India 
for the ODI World Cup 
last year after a gap of 
seven years. It is being 
speculated that India will 
not travel to Pakistan for 
the Champions Trophy.

The BCCI may request 
the ICC to pull the tour-
nament out of Pakistan 

and organise it either in 
Sri Lanka or Dubai.

The latest edition 
of the Asia Cup was 
played as per a hybrid 
model allowing India to 
play all their matches in 
Sri Lanka. As a result, 
the island nation hosted 
nine games while Paki-
stan hosted the remain-
ing four matches.

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) is averse 
to the idea of taking the 
tournament out of their 
country.

Recently, Pakistan all-
rounder Hasal Ali had 
also said that if India do 
not travel to Pakistan, 
the tournament should 
go ahead without their 
Asian neighbours.

The ICC, on its part, 
has maintained that 
it would not force a 
member board to go 
against government 
policy.

Irani Cup: Prithvi Shaw fails after 
Devdutt Padikkal’s sensational 
catch at slips

IOA prez Usha slams EC members 
for ignoring Olympics medallists

Champions Trophy: Govt will 
decide on India’s travel to 
Pakistan, says BCCI

NEW DELHI, Oct 1 (Agen-
cies): Cricket fans across 
the world are in for a treat as 
some of the sport’s biggest 
names are set to return to the 
field for the inaugural edition 
of the International Masters 
League (IML) this year. This 
much-anticipated six-nation 
T20 tournament is a joint ven-
ture led by two of the greatest 
cricketing icons — Mr. Sunil 
Gavaskar and Mr. Sachin Ten-
dulkar — in collaboration with 
India’s top sports management 
company, PMG Sports, and the 
global sports marketing firm, 
SPORTFIVE.

The International Masters 
League will feature cricketing 
legends from six major cricket-
playing nations: India, Australia, 
South Africa, West Indies, Eng-
land, and Sri Lanka. This annual 
T20 event promises to recreate 
old rivalries and provide fans 
with a chance to witness their 
favorite players in action once 
more. Sachin Tendulkar, who 
will serve as the marquee player 

and league ambassador, is set 
to bring his famous flair back on 
the pitch, much to the excite-
ment of his countless fans. Sunil 
Gavaskar, on the other hand, 
has been appointed as the 
League Commissioner.

The matches are scheduled to 
take place in Mumbai, Lucknow, 
and Raipur, and will be a grand 
spectacle of cricketing talent. 
PMG Sports and SPORTFIVE 
will manage various commercial 
and operational aspects, includ-

ing sourcing franchise partner-
ships, broadcast production, 
and on-ground execution.

Sachin Tendulkar, speaking 
about the league, stated: “Crick-
et continues to grow rapidly not 
just in India, but around the 
world. T20 cricket has brought 
in new fans and added to the 
excitement. This tournament is 
an opportunity for fans to relive 
classic battles. Sportspersons 
never retire at heart, and we 
look forward to bringing the 

same passion and competitive 
spirit to the IML.”

Sunil Gavaskar echoed these 
sentiments, saying: “The rise of 
T20 cricket gives us a chance 
to revive the magic of the sport 
and let fans see their heroes 
perform once more. The IML is 
more than just a tournament; 
it’s a celebration of the game’s 
legacy and a chance for fans 
to reconnect with their favorite 
players.”

SPORTFIVE’s Seamus 
O’Brien, President APAC, 
emphasized the importance 
of the league: “The IML is a 
strategic step in strengthening 
SPORTFIVE’s presence in Asia, 
and partnering with such iconic 
players in the Indian market is a 
significant milestone.”

With its unique format and 
the involvement of cricket’s 
greatest stars, the International 
Masters League is set to be a 
one-of-a-kind spectacle that will 
create lasting memories for fans 
around the world.

Sachin Tendulkar set to return for inaugural 
International Masters League
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit chief Manish 
Sahni has appealed to 
the voters to use their 
discretion and come out 
in large numbers to cast 
record votes, and teach a 
lesson to those who keep 
hollow chanting Jammu-
Jammu, Dogra-Dogra 
and the Chief Minister’s 
slogan.

Along with this, ques-
tions have been raised 
on the hooliganism of 
BJP leaders during the 
elections and the blatant 
flouting of the code of 
conduct and the Election 
Commission remaining a 
mute spectator.

In a press conference 
held today at the party’s 
state central office, state 
chief Manish Sahni said 
that the BJP, which has 
sidelined the Dogra cul-
tural identity, has start-
ed singing the song of 
Jammu, Dogras and the 
Chief Minister after clear 
indication of losing the 
elections. He said that 
despite the full support 
of the Jammu division in 

the 2014 assembly elec-
tions, 2014, 2019, 2024 
Lok Sabha elections, 
Jammu and Dogras were 

ignored.
Jammu Doordarshan is 

on the verge of closure 
under the rule of those 

who make hollow claims 
of protecting Dogra cul-
ture.

What got terrorism, 

crime, mining & liquor 
mafia, drugs, Rohingya.

There is no glimpse of 
Dogra identity, Dogra 
cuisine anywhere in the 
entire country including 
Haat-INI and Kashmir 
House in Delhi, Where 
even the Dogra tea is not 
served. Jammu’s trade 
was affected by stopping 
Darbar Move.

BJP, which had taken 
Jammu and Dogra as a 
guarantee, has started 
remembering Jammu-
Dogra today as soon as 
it sees its defeat. Sahni 
also accused BJP lead-
ers and workers of hoo-
liganism, open dance of 
money power and flouting 
the code of conduct and 
the Election Commis-
sion of remaining a silent 
spectator. He said that 
posters and banners of 
our candidates are being 
torn, no action has been 
taken despite complaints. 
Not only this, election 
slips with “Vote for BJP” 
and promotional mate-
rial are being distributed 
even after stopping the 
campaign & the Election 
Commission is watching 
as a silent spectator.

BJP should stop lying, deceiving in name 
of Dogra & Jammu: Shiv Sena

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 1: The 
National Service Scheme 
(NSS) volunteers of 
SMVDU University orga-
nized a comprehensive 
awareness programme 
titled “Ek Ped Maa ke 
Naam” at Government 
Middle School (GMS), 
Dheerti, Zone Reasi.

NSS unit donated 200 
plant saplings to the stu-
dents of the school. Each 
student was given 2 sap-
lings to be planted at their 

home. The event aimed 
to educate students 
about the importance 
of trees and their role 
in keeping environment 
safe and healthy.

Furthermore, the vol-
unteers conducted a 
session on personal 
hygiene, emphasizing the 
importance of maintain-
ing cleanliness for overall 
health and well-being.

The programme con-
cluded with NSS volun-
teers distributing saplings 
to the students, encour-

aging them to plant trees 
and nurture a greener 
environment. Plant sap-
lings were also provided 
to the staff members of 
the school.

NSS Programme coor-
dinator Dr. Rajiv Kumar 
was also present during 
the event and briefed the 
gathering about the cam-
paign. School incharge 
Ram Gopal thanked the 
university for donating 
the saplings and con-
ducting an awareness 
session.

NSS SMVDU donates 200 plant 
saplings to GMS Dheerti

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: In a significant moment 
for Jammu and Kashmir, Rahul Sahai, 
Chairman of PHD Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PHDCCI) Jammu, exer-
cised his right to vote today along with his 
family. After a long-awaited election, this 
act serves as a powerful reminder of the 
importance of democratic participation.

Rahul Sahai, accompanied by his wife 
Rupika Sahai , emphasised the need for 
every eligible citizen to cast their vote, 
stating, “Voting is both a privilege and 
a responsibility. The future of our region 
depends on the choices we make today.”

Sahai said, “I urge everyone to partici-
pate in this election and contribute to the 
development and progress of Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

The Sahai family’s presence at the poll-
ing booth reinforces the message of civic 

duty, as the region steps into a new era 
of democratic engagement.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Oct 1: Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit has 
demanded a ban on the 
sale of meat and serv-
ing of non-veg in restau-
rants during the auspi-
cious Navratras of Maa 
Bhagwati starting on 3rd 
October.

In a press conference 

held today at the party’s 
state central office, party 
chief J&K, Manish Sahni 
has appealed to meat 
sellers and restaurant 
owners to keep their 
shops closed and not 
serve non-veg during 
the auspicious Navra-
tras keeping in mind the 
religious sentiments of 
Hindus.

Along with this, Sahni 

has demanded the 
Municipal Commission-
ers and District Officer 
to issue instructions on 
this matter keeping in 
mind the religious sen-
timents of Hindus. On 
this occasion president 
Mehila Wing Meenakshi 
Chhibber, Gen Secretary 
Vikas Bakshi, President 
Kanghar wing Raj Singh 
were present.

Rahul Sahai casts vote with family, urges 
citizens to participate in elections

Shiv Sena demands to ban sale 
of non-veg during Navratras

Top News Report

KATRA, Oct 1: National Service 
Scheme (NSS) unit volunteers 
of SMVDU Katra organized an 
awareness session on women 
hygiene for girl students of Govt. 
Sr. Sec. School, Panthal.

The event was organized in 
collaboration with an NGO ‘Live 
for others-Being Helpful Foun-
dation’.

It is pertinent to mention that 
the sanitary napkins were pro-
vided by the NGO.  NSS volun-
teers Suhani Sharma and Kritika 
briefed girls students about men-
strual hygiene Do’s and don’ts 
during that period. NSS student 
coordinator Sadhvi Sharma dis-

cussed various points related to 
change in their routine lifestyle 
for personal development. Volun-
teer Mridul Salaria sang a beauti-
ful song during the event related 
to the topic.

Afterwards, sanitary napkins 
were donated to the school girls. 
Each girl was given two pads and 
a total of 200 sanitary napkins 
were donated by the NSS vol-
unteers.

The event was coordinated by 
student NSS coordinator, Sadhvi 
Sharma. NSS Programme coor-
dinator, Dr. Rajiv Kumar also 
attended the session. Principal, 
Smt. Renuka Sharma appreci-
ated the efforts of NSS SMVDU 
unit for organizing the event.

NSS SMVDU donates sanitary napkins to 100 girls students of Panthal School


