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Rahul Gandhi to Kick 0ff Congress’s JK Poll

Rusted
Mortar shell
destroyed in
controlled
explosion in
Samba

SAMBA/JAMMU,

Sep 3 (Agencies): The
Border Security Force
on Tuesday destroyed
a rusted mortar shell
found in a border vil-
lage in Samba district
of Jammu and Kashmir,
officials said.

BSF troops noticed
the mortar shell in an
open field during patrol-
ling at Chachwal village
in the Ghagwal sector
around 8 am, they said.

The mortar shell was
safely destroyed in a
controlled explosion
around 8.45 am, the
officials added.

Mother-son
duo from
Punjab
injured in
Srinagar
gas cylinder
blast

SRINAGAR, Sep 3
(Agencies): A man and
his mother were injured
in a gas cylinder blast
in Elahi Bagh area of
Srinagar on Tuesday
morning, officials said.

An official said that
the blast occurred
this morning, leaving
two Punjab residents
injured.

He said that soon
after the incident the
duo was shifted a
nearby hospital for
treatment with condi-
tion of the man stated
to be critical.

They have identified
as Sarwa Dev and her
son Rakesh Kumar
from Punjab. Police
have taken cognisance
of the matter.

MeT Predicts
Weather
Improvement
in JK, Rain on
September 6-7

SRINAGAR, Sep 3
(Agencies): Weather-
man on Tuesday pre-
dicted improvement
in weather in next few
days even as it forecast
a spell of light to mod-
erate rain at scattered
places on September
6-7 in Jammu and
Kashmir.

There has been con-
siderable rainfall at
few places in Jammu
and Kashmir during
last 24 hours till 0830
a.m. today with Kathua
recording 66.6mm,
Udhampur 65.0mm,
Bhaderwah 44.2mm,
Bahihal 36.6mm,
Jammu 36.6mm,
KKatra 32.2mm,
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SRINAGAR, Sep 3
(Agencies): Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
will address two public
rallies in Ramban and
Anantnag districts on
Wednesday, kickstart-
ing the Congress’ cam-
paign for the Jammu and
Kashmir assembly polls
being held after a gap of
10 years.

At the conclusion of
the 134-day-long Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
addressed a news con-
ference in Srinagar on
January 29, 2023. KL
Image: Bilal Bahadur

These rallies are part

of the campaign for the
party’s candidates con-
testing in the first phase
of the elections on Sep-
tember 18.

Besides Rahul Gandhi,
Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge, Sonia
Gandhi and Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra are
among the 40 star cam-
paigners of the party
in the upcoming three-
phased Assembly polls.

Polling to elect 90
members of the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly
will be held on Septem-

Kharge, Rahul hold meeting with
AICC Secretaries, Joint Secys to

strengthen organisation

NEW DELHI, Sep 3
(Agencies): Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge and former party
chief Rahul Gandhi held
a meeting with AICC
secretaries and joint
secretaries here on
Tuesday during which
ways to strengthen the
party organisation were
discussed.

Kharge and Gandhi
met the leaders at the

AICC headquarters and
sought their feedback on
strengthening the organ-
isation and expanding
the party’s support base,
sources said.

The meeting comes
days after a major
organisational rejig
under which the party
appointed several new
secretaries and joint
secretaries while shuf-
fling the states of some

office bearers.

In a post on X, Kharge
said the Congress
will reach out to every
Indian.

“We chaired a meeting
of the newly appoint-
ed AICC Secretaries
and Joint Secretaries.
We are determined to
strengthen our organisa-
tion, involve each voice
and keep speaking truth
to power,” the Congress
president said.

Kharge has appointed
All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) secretar-
ies and joint secretaries
for various states and
union territories.

These office bearers
are associated with the
party’s general secretar-
ies and in-charges in the
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GCampaign with Twin Rallies

ber 18, 25, and October
1.

“Rahul ji will kickstart
the party’s campaign
from tomorrow. He will
address two public ral-
lies in Ramban and
Anantnag districts in
support of Congress
candidates on Wednes-
day,” Jammu and Kash-
mir Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC)
chief Tarig Hamid Karra
told PTI.

The Congress and
the National Confer-
ence have entered into
a pre-poll alliance for
the assembly elections
in Jammu and Kashmir,
being held for the first

11 lives
lost in
August
militancy-
related
incidents
in Jammu
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Sep 3

(Agencies): The month
of August saw a signifi-
cant increase in militan-
cy-related incidents in
Jammu and Kashmir,
resulting in casualties
on both sides.

The joint forces faced a
challenging month, with
encounters breaking out
in various parts of the
erstwhile state.

The data reveals that
a total of 4 security per-
sonnel, including an

Army Captain, and a
e Turn to page 9

time since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 of the
Constitution in August
2019.

Karra said Rahul
Gandhi will arrive in
Jammu from Delhi
on Wednesday and
then fly to the Gool area
of Ramban district to
address a rally in the
afternoon.

He will campaign for
former Jammu and
Kashmir unit chief of the
party Vikar Rasool Wani,
who is contesting from
the Banihal assembly
constituency. Polling for
the seat will be held in

the first phase on
mTurnto page 9

JS Johar appointed Nodal
Officer for 2024 General
Elections grievances

P
== j
R ‘
Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
Home department of J-K
government on Tues-
day appointed Jatinder
Singh Johar, as Nodal
Officer, for coordinating
and furnishing of reports
in respect of grievances
received from Election
Commission during the

J-K polls: Cong leader
threatens to contest as Independent
against Omar Abdullah

SRINAGAR, Sep 3
(Agencies): In an unex-
pected turn of events,
the Congress district
president of J&K's Gan-
derbal district on Tues-
day threatened to fight
as an Independent can-
didate against National
Conference (NC) vice
president Omar Abdul-
lah if denied candidature
by the party.

Omar Abdullah is fight-
ing the Assembly elec-
tions from the Ganderbal
Assembly constituency
while Gujjar leader, Mian
Meher Ali is fighting the
election as the NC can-
didate from the Kangan
(ST) constituency of the
district.

Both Kangan and Gan-
derbal are two Assembly
constituencies in central
Kashmir’'s Ganderbal

district.

As per the pre-poll alli-
ance, the NC will fight
from 52 seats and Con-
gress from 31 seats in
the J&amp;K Assembly
elections.

On Tuesday, Congress
district president (Gan-
derbal), Sahil Farooq
threatened to stand as
an independent can-
didate against Omar
Abdullah if the Con-
gress doesn’t give him
the party mandate.

“If we can fight a
friendly contest on five
seats, why not in Gan-
derbal as well? | am
willing to contest the
upcoming Assembly
elections under the par-
ty’s banner if a friendly
contest between the
Congress and NC is
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upcoming Assembly
elections.

In an order, the govt
said, “Based on the con-
sultation with PHQ in the
Coordination meeting
held in Home Depart-
ment on 02.09.2024,
sanction is hereby
accorded to the appoint-
ment of Jatinder Singh
Johar, IPS, AIG (Crime
& Complaints) PHQ,
J&K as Nodal Officer,
for coordinating and
furnishing of reports in
respect of grievances
received from Election
Commission of India,
during the General
Elections to Legislative
Assembly in the UT of
J&K, 2024.”

Govt orders
transfers,
postings

in Finance
Department

JAMMU / SRINAGAR,
Sep 3: The government
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday ordered
transfers and postings
of 27 officers in the
Finance Department
with immediate effect.

In the interest of
administration, the
following transfers /
postings / additional
charge assignments,
of the Members of J&K
Accounts Service, are
hereby ordered with
immediate effect, read
an official order.

Mohd Yousuf Najar,
AO, Verinag Tourism
Development Authority
with additional charge of
Kokemag

Toursim Development
Authority shall await
orders of adjustment in
the Directorate General
of Accounts and Trea-
suries J&K.

Javed Igbal Hakim,
AO, Deputy Commis-
sioner Office Kulgam
with additional charge
of Aharbal

Tourism Development
Authority and Municipal
Council Kulgam is trans-
ferred and posted as
AO, District Fund Office
Pulwama against avail-
able vacancy.

Mushtag Ahmad
Mugul, AO, Pahalgam
Tourism Development
Authority with additional
charge of

KPDCL Bijbehara is
transfered and posted
as AO, Sr. Superinten-
dent of Police Awanti-
pora.

Omer Javaid, AO,
Deputy Commissioner
Office, Shopian with
additional charge of
Municipal

Council Shopian is
transferred and posted
as AO, Pahalgam
Tourism Development
Authority vice Mushtaq
Ahmad Mugul.

Mohammad Maq-
bool Kumar AO, Senior
Superintendent of
Police, Pulwama with
additional charge of
Municipal Council Pul-
wama is transferred

=Turn to page 9
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10TH DAY & 11TH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved mother
Smt Gayatri Devi Wile of Lt. Sh Hari Ram

and District U'dhampur.

10TH DAY will be performed on 04-09-
2024 (Wednesday) and KRIYA will be per-
formed on 05-08-2024 (Thursday) at 8:30
AM to 12 Noon & Village Chak Rakwalan
Tensil and District Ughampur.

at our residence VPO Chak Rakwalan, Tehsil

i

FROM
MAGOTRA FAMILY CHAK
PH: BE03580648, 9419158084

10TH DAY KRIYA

We ave deeply saddensd to Inform You that cur
beforvad Sh. Ashok Kumar Kouwl S Mianjan
Math HKeul, Originaly residant of Battapora,
Shaplan, al pesanl 552, Shanbipumsam, Lewer
Roop Magar, Jarmmu atlaired bMoksha on 27-08-
P4

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on 5002024
(Thursday) at hMuthi Ghat (Mear Direciorate o
Sohool BEducation). Jammiu at 8ANK.

GRIEF STRIEC KEMN

SmL Sarojini Houl - Wie

Son & Diaug hter-in-law

SMT GAYATRI DEVI

Aduil Kaul & Megba Koul

Emther & Bhabhi

Rajinder Koul & Bimla Koul - 941914 8372
Pinki Koul - Bhabhi

Shivani Houl & |shaan Houl - Dawg hier & Son-in-law
Arpil Koul & Sakshi Koul - Son & Daag biber-in-law
Eska Koul = Daughiter

Ranpet Thakur - B522087640

Yuwvaan Kaul & Eva Hau - Grand Children

IN GRIEF: Pandita's, Wanchoo's, Laborl’s

Subash Koul & Vesna Koul - Brother & Bhabhil - GRSYEEE18

SH. ASHDK KUMAR
HOUL

OBITUARY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORRCW, WE REGRET TO
INFCRM THE SAD DEMISE OF CUR BELCY BD UISHA MOUL
(BHAN DO LT. SH. DINA NATH BHAN OF BAGH JOGI|
LANKAR RAINAWARI SRINAGAR (KASHMIR] AND BRESENT-
LY AT C-10%0, JHANVI ENGLAVE, BANGALORE KARNATAKA-
SB0TE O 26TH AUGLIST, 024 (26,08 2024
GRIEF STRICKEN

ST, PHOOLA KDUL (KENUE) {SISTER)
ST, MANA KD UL{SISTER)

ST, KUNA FAINA [SISTER|

(BROTHER & SISTERN-LAW)

SH. BARLOO & SMT BABLEE BHAN
(BROTHER-IN-LAWS & SISTERS)

SH. RAMESH & SMT SARLA MUNSHI

SH. KULDEEP & SUNITA KOUL

ALL NEAR & DEAR OMES

HOB.: $S3516441, 4560674008 S0TUINSE 41430090, S UBEOBETE, SH1 1S 78

USHA KOUL (BHAN)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Dr
Bansi Lal Pandit resident of BL- 22
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi who left for his
heavenly abode on 29th August

2024. TENTH DAY KRIYA will be
performed on 6th September 2024
at Nigambodh Ghat (Kashmiri Ghat)
New Delhi at 9:00 AM.

Pandit Parivar

9311656918, 9968604386

Dr Bansi Lal
Pandit

FIFTH DAY

With profound gref and sormow, we
inform the sad demize of our beloved
Jija 3i Sh. Vinod Verma (Raju) S/o Lt Sh
Thakur Dass Verma Rfa Ward Mo. 5,
Chenani Udhampur on 31-08-2024.
FIFTH DAY will be performed on
04" September, 2024 (Wednesday) at
11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon at Mahajan
Hall, 1st Floor, Shalamar, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN:
Brother-In-Law & Sister-ln-Law

Sh. Joginder Puri & Smt. Renu Puri
Contoct No_: $4191-32676, FOOES-T2676

TENTH DAY KRIYA

inferm the untimely and sad demise of our

(Budshah) on 29/8/2024 originally from
Marparistan Banna moballa srinagar presant-
Iy at
Haryana.

TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be peformed at
Chota Haridwar on Gth sept 2024,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smi Serla Tickoo - [Budshah)- Wile

Soms

Sudhir Tickoo {Budshah)

Rishi Tickoo (Budshah)

Shashi Tickoo (Budshah)

Mabud Badam Shuhul (Grand Children)
Dida we |luv u lot. ..

sh. Vinod Verma (Raju)

With Profound grief and somowwe regret to : i

peloved father Sh Pran Math Tickoo
[Budshah) Sio Late Ganesh Dass Tickoof

Kendriya Yihar Sec 58 Gurgacn}

9910777059 (M) 9818401135 (M)

Sh Pran Math Tickoo

REST IN PEACE

WTH FROFOUND GRIEF AMD 30RFOW WE REGRET
TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF CUR BELOWEDR
SMT PRAKASH SHARMA (RETD. LEC) WIFE OF LATE 2H|
SHIV DASS KHAILRIA RO PABA GALL LITTLE SCHOLARS
MODERN ACADEMY

DAY OF PASSING: 2482024
TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED CON MOMDAY 2824 AT
MBHEJAN HALL NEAR STTLA MANDIR AT 11 A
KRMA O TUESDAY 38024 AT DEVIKA GHATAT 11 AM
UTHALA WiLL FE PERFORMED ON WEDMESDAY 4524 AT
4TOS PMAT MAHAIAN HALL
N GRIEF

SONS & DAUGHTE RS- N-LaW

S RV EANT AND ST SHASH PRABHA

SH RAJIN EHASURIAAND SMT URRIL EHAJURIA
DAUGHTERS & SOMNEN-LAW

ST SHASH KIRAM AMD LATE SH ED SADOTRA
0T REELAM VAID & 3H DK vAID

ST MA ML AND SH PARMODH ARYA

GRAND 508N & GRAND DAUGHTE R-N-Lay

W MOPLI ARD MRS MANSHA

GRAND DAVGHTER & GRAND SOM-IN-Layy
MRS SUMALIMNIAND MR AMSHLIMAN

LIRS PRIVENKS AMD MR FAHLIL

MRS PALAK ARD BIR MOHT

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With paviound griaf & sormsy, we Nl the sad damse of our
belowed Sh. MotiLd Mabioo b LU Mard Lal Katao adgina
Ro Matpom Srnager ot pesem 4847 B, Bbck-, Yigin
Caacisn, Dwaikes Morh Meal Fabkad Baba Ashmim Mew Delhi
an ITth Aug 34,

Tho WTH DAY KRIYA ohall ake plooe on Sth Sapl. 2024 ot
5 i G Shanka i Mandii, péw Palam W hai. Bleck-T, Secioi-
108, Gungramat F00 AM,

KRNA ASEEMBLY wil e perbeimed on Sth Sapl 2024 al ou
e bdanee @i 1100 AN,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Brothars & Sisler-in law

5h. C.L. Matioo & Smt. Sanosha Matloo

Sh. B.L. Matoo & St Nancy Mathoo

Gistars & Brothons-indaw

Sh. PN EKaul& Smi Dular Kaul

Sh. C L Bhat & Smit Rajri Bhat

Sh. M K Murehi & Smt Jyoti Murehi

Sh. 0 N Bhal & Smil. Phoola Bhal

M= Muni Bhat

LOVIMNG GREAT GRAND S0N:
SARANG KHAJLRLA

9419160573, 9419992777
ALLIED AGENCIES

Sh. Moti Lal Mattoo

Mab. No.: 8383995727,
aririszsd

With profound grief & sorfow, we regre! to
inform the untimely and sad demise of our
beloved father Shri Rakesh Kumar Dube
Slo Joginder Raj & Manarma Dubeay on 28-
08-2024 in our residence. 1/128 Indra Vihar
Patali, Jammi.

Tenth Day - 5/9/2024 at 11:00 AM.
|Kriya - 6/972024 at 12:00 Noon.
GRIEF STRICKEN

[Mitu Sharma - Wife

Abhishak Dubey - Son

|Ehanu Dubey - Son

Ambika Dubey - Daughter
9622346123 (M)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Wih prodourd grief & sofow we fegiet b imfoim the sniime kyand
sl demise of cur bekved Father Shei Bhushan Lal Shah S
Labe Dina Math Shah orig rally resident of Chhakebal 5 hisagar &
a present Kais hambi Ghaziabad on d1st Aegusi

Tenth Day Kriva wil be held on Bt Seplember 2004 ot
Wumdnagar Chaziabad Ghat ot (8lam

Assembly 2d msiderce B-G7 51 3d floor opposite Annapuma
Sociely Kaishamti (3hazebad at 1.3,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Babd Shak [Wikk)

Jai Kot Khab (Sister)

Son’s & Daughterin law's

Bnbaeh & Bheam Mallico Shah

fnkurd heba Maamg Shah

Daughter & Son in law

Payal & Amit Sun

Mpbale: 9 099 1087 38, BE5I0521 &7, 99100 X0252, DETIHSTTH

10TH DAY & 11TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sormow, we inform the sad
demice ol our beloved mothar Smit Gayatri
Dewl Wife of Lt. Sh Hari Ram af our esdence VPO
Chak Rakwalan, Tehsil and Dietrict Uahampuk

10TH DAY will be pedformed on 04-09-2034
Wed nesday) and KRIYA wil be performed on 05-

Shri Rakesh Kumar
Dubey

Shri Bhushan Lal
Shah

09-2024 (Thursdey) at 8:30 AM to 12 Moon at Vilage

Chak Rakwalan Tehsil ard District Ud ba mpur. X _ .
FROM | Ty |

Son & Daughter-in-lw ? iy
sh. Mast Ram Magotm & Smt. Chanchla Devi | —

Sh. Suraj Prakash Magotra B SmE Sushma Devi
Daughter & Son-in-bw

Smt. Swarma Devi & Sh, Kaka Ram Sharma
MAGOTRA FAMILY CHAK PH: BBO3580648, 9419158084

TENTH DAY

With peofourd gref and sorrve we are saddened o inform
vaou all sbout Ue sad demse of our beowed [ather
Shrl Pushkar Nath Kobtru 5/ Late MM Koo R RN
emdir Ha bba Kadal Stnagar (KMRE) A/F HNe 42 - & Lane
io 1 Sharica Nagar Gole Talab Tl , Jamenu

TENTH DAY will be performed on Friday 05th September;
HiZ4 ak 830 am at Muthi Ghat Jammu

GRIEF STRICKEN.

Sk L Kobris {Wike )

Smit Maya Kotru [ Bhabhil)

(Sonand Dawghber in law)

Rajesh Kotru and Fatni Kotmu

Rakesh Kakru [San)

Sahil Kotrw ard Arehu Kotru (Son and Do wghtar in s )

Shubam ard Jy@amu (Grand Chikd ren ).

HMobile- 99050 1368, GOOE1E3305, FREA002471.

MOURNING FROM MALUN SIDE will aks be held at the same place.

SMT GAYATRI DEVI

5hn Pushkar Math Kotru

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griefand sorow, we niorm the sad
demise of our beloved molher, Smt. Usha Rani
Win Late Sh. Jankl Nath Pandita, originally from
Malyar (Ganpatyar), Srinagar al presenl {084,
GH-587, Paschirm Vikar, New Ddhiul:ﬁugu &l 26,
2024 In Delhi

TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be held on dih
September 2024 al Bam at Ghat Samaypur Badli
Bridge (rear Temple), Bawena Rosd, Sector <16
Revhini, Delhi

ASSEMBELY of relatives and friend 2 will be held at
10:30am at 160, Magin Lake Apariments,
Paschirm Viar Phll, Peeragarhi, New Delhi,
SHE LEAVES BEHIND GRIEF STRCKEN FAMILY;
Sons and Dawg hter-in-Laws

Ashoney & Rajrl Pandib

Sunlel & Late Smt. Sunlia Pandita

Daug hter and Son-in Law

Deizy & Tej Shawl (Sydrey, Australia)

Grand children (with spouse)

Richie & Kimi, Shiveen & Nikta, Vikram, Oshin & Arjun, Sameet

Great Grand child: Nora

May sha reat in peace and forever keep amiling from above. Om Shantl Om
Mobile: BOTE1 62362

MASWAAR & VEHERWAR

One year has passed away since you
left us in deep grief & sorrow for youry
eternal journey to heavenly abode. We §
feel your presence everywhere and
avery moment because you gave us so, B
much to remember. You wil always
remain in our heart because in there
you are still alive.

MASWAR & VEHERWAR of our |ate Smt Rattna
beloved Smt Rattna Warikoo Dvo Late Warikoo
Smt Kamla & Mohan Lal Bhan of Bana

Mohalla Srinagar and W/io R J Warikoo Rfo Indira Nagar
Udhampur will be perfiormed on 4th & 5th Sept 2024 at our
present residence House No. 2, Lane 4 Sect 1 Durga Nagar,
Jammu.

Deeply Remembered by :

SAMAST WARIKOO, BHAN, RAINA, KASHKARI
AND TIKOO PARIVAR

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With Profound grief and sorrow,we regrat to
Inform the sad demis=s of our beloved Mother
SMT VEENA KOUL [ THATHI) W/e LATE
SH. SHIBAN LAL KOUL ORIGINALLY COF| &
ZAINA, KADAL ([ SRINAGAR- KASHMIR) &8
Of BUTA MNAGAR ENCLAVE PALOURA
JAMMU and presently at # C-1010 JHANVI
ENCLAVE BANGALORE KARNATAKA-
on 26TH AUGUST -2024(

SMT. USHA RANI

SMT VEENA KOUL
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be pariormad on 4TH SEP- (THATHI)
TEMBER _Z024( 04.092024) a1 SRIRANGAPAT-

WAM WY SORE

GRIEF STRICKEN

SHASHON KOUL & 8SMT.REETAKOUL(BROTHER-IN- LAW & SISTER IN LAW)
SH SACHIN & SMT SLBAN KOUL {SON-IN -LAW & DAUGHTER)

SHSUNL KOUL & SMT SON| KOUL (| SON & DAUGHTER - IN- LAW)

SH SUNKY KOUL 8 SMT MEGHA SINGAL { SON & DAUGHTER= IN - LAW)
SAMAST KOLUL PARNAR

ALL MNear & Dear ones

regret o convey that our beloved
Smt. Asha Bhat (W/o Bhushan Lal
Bhat), ariginally from Gund Gushi,
Kupwara; Alp  F-144, Sector - 2,
Durga MNagar, Talab Tiko, Jammu;
attained Mirvana on 26th Augu
2024,

10th Day Kriva wil ba performead
an 4th September 2024 9:04 am at
Muthi Ghat near Directorale off) |
Schoal Education Jammu.
Grief Stricken

Sh Bushan Lal Bhat- Husband
Son's and Daughter-n-Law's
Sandeep and Anita Bhat
Surinder and Reena Bhat
Susheal and Asmi Bhat
Grandchildren: BEhavik, Vandita & Myra

Contact No.: 622307652, 7351003510, 7389722504, 73870 54731

KRIY. ASAM PAGRI HALA

With pmfound grief and scormow, we regret o inform the e
=ad demise of our beloved Mr Kulbir Singh Slathia Sio 5
Late Th. Scbha Singh Slathia (Mandi Grota, Guwah
Slathia) al present 22- Kacchi ChawniJammu who kel ior
his heavenly abode on 22nd of Aug 2024,

Kriya wil be peroaned on Tussday 3rd of September
2024 atour resdence 22 Kacohi Chawni Jarmmu at 11:30
AL

Ragam Pagrd shall be pedormed on 4ih of Seplember
2024 at Mahajan Hall Shalamar Road Jammu at 12:30
P k.

Uthals shall be perormed on $1h of September 2024 al

Smt. Asha Bhat

Mahajan Hall Shalsmar Road Jammu frorm 4:00 - 5:00

B M Mr Kulbir Singh
GRIEF STRICKEN : Slathia

Mim Mo han Sisthis- Wite

[Retired Senior Teacher) P No. 5148402043

Daughter-in-lews and Sons

Wi Vil Skathis snd W Hsmaat Singh Siahia

i Moanskshi Sathis ond MrRohs Segh Siethe (&K Bank)

Brother and Sister in lew

(X1 hi

M

. No. 98580312
Mm Anumdha Sambysl (Wike of Low Cobnel Mehan Singh Sambyal) . -?ﬁzg“?.sgs b
Grand Childran: Sumair Liday Dhaoaciay and An ka

OWE VEAR HiS PASSEDS NCIE VO LILIEFT FOR ETERMAL JOLFNEY.
YOUR FRES BNCE WLL REMAM ALWAYS IN CURLIFE
THE MASWARWAHARWAR OF OUR BELOVED
SH. SUBASH CHANDER GAMJOO S0 LATE JIA LAL
GANJOO WILL BE PERFORMED AT OUR RESIDEMNCE|
AT HNOG4 SECTOR-6 LOWER ROOPNAGAR MUTH
CAMP JAMMU ON 4TH SEPTEMBER 2024 & STH

SEPTEMEER 2024,

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:

ST, SURYA SATHE (WIFE)

SON & DALIGHTER-IN-LAW

IR SUNILGANJIOD & MRS PRIFAHKA GANJDO

SON & DALGHTER-IN-LAW

WE, SUMIT GANIOD & MRS DWYAGANDO
BROTHERS & SISTER N LAW

LATE SH. FAJLASH GANIOD & SKT. DA GANJOD

SH ASHOK GANJOD B LATE ARUNA GANJIOD

SH ARG GANID & LATE NEELAM GANJOOD

SH. HR SHARMS & SMT. LALITA SHARMA

SETEAS & BROTHER INLAW

SMT. LALITA SHARMA & LATE. S8 RAVESH LAL SHARMA
SMT. VEENA BHARDWAJ & DR, SAT FaL BHARDWAL
SMT. MONICA KARAIA LATE SH. SATISH wapal

GRAMD CHILDRENS: MATANK GANJO0, TAMANNA GANIO

10TH DAY/13TH DAY

With profound grief & somow, we regret to
inform you the untimely demise of our
beloved Sh. Rajinder Singh Rakwal S/0
Sh. Bhagat Singh R'o Gurha Brahmana
Patoli on 24.08.2024,

Tenth Day will be performed on Monday
02.09.2024 at 11:00 AM and 13th Day
will be performed on Thursday
05.09.2024 at our residence Gurha
Brahmana Palok.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Seema Ralkwa | -Wife

Sh. Vishal Singh Rakwal & PallaviJa mwal (Son & Daughter in kw)

Sh. Bandeep Sirgh Jamwal (TS0 ) & Dr. Shalini Rajput (Dasghter & Son-in-aw)
All Brothers & Bhabhis

Grand Children

Sarmorh, Ridhaan & Avimj

Phone Mo, G006045T 76, 9419165568, 8419136532

M5 Shiva Brick Kiln

M/S Bawa Dev Traders Gurha Paloli Brahmana

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

5H. SUBASH CHANDER
GANIOO

FOOEE32436,
9419186401

Sh. Rajinder Singh
Fakwal

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Guichain Singh Charak Urges immediate
action to save Gole Ghar building from decay

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Gul-
chain Singh Charak,
President of Dogra Sadar
Sabha, Jammu and Kash-
mir, and a former Minis-
ter, has voiced grave
concerns over the dete-
riorating condition of the
prestigious Gole Ghar
building located at the
Mubarak Mandi complex.
The historic structure, a
symbol of Dogra heritage,
has suffered significant
damage due to the recent
heavy rains, which have
exacerbated its already
perilous state.

During a recent visit
to the site, Charak con-
ducted an on-the-ground
assessment of the build-
ing’s condition. His
inspection revealed that
the Gole Ghar, once a
proud emblem of the
region’s rich cultural
legacy, is now in a state of
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severe disrepair. Charak
highlighted that the Gole
Ghar was historically sig-
nificant, having been a
site where the National
Flag was hoisted, visible
from as far as Sialkot,
now in Pakistan. The
structure’s current decay
threatens to erase this
vital part of Jammu’s
heritage, according to
Charak.

In addition to the con-
cerns about the Gole

Ghar, Charak drew
attention to the perilous
condition of the slopes of
Mubarak Mandi, particu-
larly those visible from
the backside near Cir-
cular Road. He warned
that ongoing landslides,
triggered by heavy rains,
pose a significant risk of
further damage to the
structures in the complex
if prompt action is not
taken.

Charak expressed frus-

tration over the lack of
progress in the restora-
tion efforts of the Gole
Ghar. He recounted his
own efforts during his
tenure as a Cabinet Min-
ister, including the instal-
lation of temporary crates
and the recommendation
to construct temporary
pillars to support the
structure. Despite these
measures, he lamented
that no substantial prog-
ress has been made due
to what he described as
a casual approach by the
authorities responsible for
heritage preservation.

With palpable resent-
ment, Charak called on
the government to take
immediate and effective
measures to safeguard
this crucial heritage site.
He warned that if urgent
steps are not undertaken,
the entire building com-
plex could face imminent
collapse.

Furthermore, Charak
addressed a separate
but related issue con-
cerning the preservation
of important artifacts and
confidential documents.
Reports have indicated
that these materials,
currently housed in the
Archives of Jammu at the
Mubarak Mandi Complex,
are slated to be trans-
ferred to the Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh. Charak
argued that these docu-
ments, preserved since
the era of the Dogra
rulers, should remain in
Jammu to retain their his-
torical context. He pro-
posed that while original
files should be retained
in Jammu, photocopies
could be sent to Ladakh
for record-keeping pur-
poses. Charak empha-
sized that shifting these
fragile files poses a sig-
nificant risk to their pres-
ervation.

All political parties neglect Rajput TNWS hails Commissioner
community in J&K: AIREM

Decides to field community leaders as independent
candidates in Assembly election

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: In a
press conference held at
the Press Club Jammu,
Yashpal Manhas, Chair-
man of the All India
Rajput Ekta Manch
(AIREM), expressed deep
concerns over the contin-
ued neglect of the Rajput
community by all political
parties in the Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory.

He highlighted that for
the past 50 years, Rajput
leaders have worked dili-
gently in all constituen-
cies for various political
parties, contributing to
their growth and success.

However, despite their
significant efforts, these
leaders have been sys-
tematically overlooked
when it comes to granting
party mandates in assem-
bly elections.

Manhas pointed out that
the Rajput community has
consistently been denied
a fair share of representa-
tion, with political parties
choosing to give man-
dates to outsiders instead
of deserving Rajput can-
didates within the con-
stituency.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
Kashmiri Pandit Con-
ference (KPC) and its
allied organizations have
unequivocally rejected
and condemned the
recent demands put forth
by the All India Kashmiri
Samaj (AIKS), Global
Kashmiri Pandit Dias-
pora (GKPD), and Vichar
Manch, as highlighted in
their press communiqué
dated September 2, 2024.

These demands, which
seek clarity and a so-
called “road map” from
the mainstream politi-
cal parties of Kashmir
regarding the return and
rehabilitation of the dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandit
community, are deemed
misguided and highly
objectionable by the KPC.

Kundan Kashmiri, Presi-
dent KPC denounced the
approach of AIKS, GKPD,
and Vichar Manch for
seeking assurances from
the very political entities
responsible for the com-
munity’s devastation.

This exclusion has cre-
ated a growing sense of
dissatisfaction and frus-
tration within the commu-
nity, leading to calls for a
more assertive stance in
future elections, he said.

In a bold move, Manhas
announced that if this
trend of marginalization
continues, the Rajput
community will take mat-
ters into their own hands
by fielding their leaders as
independent candidates
in the upcoming assembly
elections.

He emphasized that the
community is no longer
willing to be sidelined
and will actively seek to
ensure that their voices
are heard and their inter-
ests are represented in
the legislative process.

Manhas also stressed
that the Rajput commu-
nity has been an inte-
gral part of Jammu and
Kashmir’s history and
culture, contributing sig-
nificantly to its social,
economic, and political
fabric. Despite this, they
have been consistently
overlooked in key political
decisions, particularly in
the allocation of assembly

These are the same
forces that either stood by
or remained silent during
the horrors of the forced
exodus of Kashmiri Pan-
dits.

To now request these
entities to determine the
future of the displaced
community is considered
an insult to the collec-
tive memory of Kashmiri
Pandits, who have suf-
fered immense trauma
and loss since the onset
of the turmail in the Kash-
mir Valley.

The KPC, along with
like-minded organiza-
tions, remains steadfast
in its commitment to a just
and rightful solution for
the displaced community.

Kundan asserted that
the only acceptable road
map for the rehabilita-
tion of Kashmiri Pandits
involves resettlement at a
single consolidated loca-
tion within the Kashmir
Valley, preferably near
the borders of Jammu.

This demand is seen
as essential not merely
for convenience but for

mandates.

This exclusion, he
argued, is not only unfair
but also detrimental to the
democratic process, as it
deprives a significant sec-
tion of the population of
proper representation.

He appealed Rajput
Biradaris to field their own
leaders as independent
candidates in the upcom-
ing assembly elections to
secure the representation
they deserve.

The Chairman’s
remarks were met with
strong support from
those in attendance,
who echoed his senti-
ments and vowed to rally
behind Rajput candi-
dates in future elections.
The community leaders
present at the press con-
ference expressed their
determination to break
the cycle of neglect and
ensure that the Rajput
community is given its
due recognition in the
political landscape of
Jammu and Kashmir.

In conclusion, the All
India Rajput Ekta Manch
has sent a clear mes-
sage to political parties in
Jammu and Kashmir: the
Rajput community will
no longer tolerate being
ignored or marginalized.

The press conference
was attended by several
prominent figures from
the Rajput community,
including Surinder Singh
Pawar, Varinder Singh,
Tersam Singh, Pawan
Singh, Balvinder Singh,
Vijay Singh Bhau, Nikhil
Manhas, and others.

the survival, dignity, and
safety of a community
that has been uprooted
from its homeland. KPC
rejects any notion of
returning to previously
scattered locations in
the Valley, citing ongo-
ing insecurity and painful
memories of persecution.
Furthermore, the KPC
President vehemently
opposed the demand
for the establishment of
a Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission as sug-
gested by AIKS, GKPD,
and Vichar Manch. Such
a proposal is viewed as
an attempt to dilute the
gravity of the communi-
ty’s plight and to equate
victims with perpetrators,
thereby distorting the nar-
rative of their suffering.
Instead, KPC and its
allies call for the immedi-
ate passage of a “Geno-
cide Bill” in Parliament.
This bill would formally
recognize and address
the ethnic cleansing and
forced exodus of the
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity. It must be accompa-

JMC for starts fogging

drive in Trikuta Nagar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Dr.
Devansh Yadav Com-
missioner JMC Jammu
along with Dr. D. J Raina
& Health officer JMC Dr.
Vinod Sharma accompa-
nied by their anti Malaria
team visited Trikuta
Nagar Welfare Society
(TNWS) main market, T.
N. Colony Jammu to start
the anti dengue fogging
drive & Awareness pro-
gram in Jammu city.

Rajinder P. Kakkar
President TNWS wel-
comed the JMC Com-
missioner and his team to
choose colony to start the
fogging drive and Aware-
ness program.

The Commissioner
JMC has issued clear cut
directions to health wing
of JMC to put in place
the sufficient number of
men & machinery so that
every nook and corners of
the Trikuta Nagar colony
and Jammu city can be
covered in respect of fog-
ging to avoid the chance
of dengue cases should
be prevented in Jammu.

The commissioner JMC

nied by a robust judicial
probe into the numerous
atrocities inflicted upon
the community, includ-
ing deaths, destruction,
looting, and arson that
occurred during the tur-
moil starting in 1989-
90. The truth of the
ethnic cleansing must
be brought to light, and
justice must be served to
those who orchestrated
and enabled the perse-
cution.

Additionally, the KPC
President demanded
that a rehabilitation bill
for Kashmiri Pandits be
brought to Parliament
and passed at the earli-
est, as per the wishes of
the community.

The Kashmiri Pandit
community, through
the KPC and its allied
organizations, stands
united and resolute in its
demand for a dignified
and secure resettlement
in a consolidated loca-
tion within the Kashmir
Valley. The struggle will
continue until this goal is
achieved.
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appreciated the efforts of
Trikuta Nagar society
team, health wing of JMC
and anti maleria team of
Jammu to launch of such
fogging drives for the
safety & security for resi-
dents of Trikuta Nagar
colony & Jammu city .

Team TNWS Jammu
assured the commis-
sioner JMC Jammu for
full  Cooperation and
support to JMC in eradi-
cating the mence of
dengue and other ser-
vices provided by JMC
in near future and thanks
the visiting officials on
behalf of Trikuta Nagar
residents to starting
such drive in our colony
Er. Ashok Kumar Arora,
Advocate Harshvard-
han Gupta, Vijay Gupta,
Sandeep Sharma and
Amarjeet Singh also par-
ticipate in the Awareness
program for distribution
the Pamphlet of dengue
precautions in the main
market shopkeeper and
resident’'s of Trikuta
Nagar Colony Jammu.
Secretary, TNWS
Jammu.

Aditi Sharma resigns from BJP, Aligns

with Dr. Farooq Abdullah in Srinagar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sept 3: In
a significant politi-
cal development, Aditi
Sharma, a well-known
and influential figure in
Jammu & Kashmir poli-
tics, has resigned from
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and offi-
cially joined the National
Conference (NC). The
formal announcement
took place today in Sri-
nagar, in the esteemed
presence of the party
president, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah.

Aditi Sharma’s deci-
sion to join the National
Conference marks a
major shift in the political
landscape of the region.
Known for her strong
grassroots connections
and popularity among
the people of Jammu
& Kashmir, her move is
expected to strengthen
the NC’s position signifi-
cantly.

While addressing the
gathering, Dr. Farooq
Abdullah welcomed Aditi
Sharma into the party,
expressing confidence
that her inclusion will

bring renewed energy
and focus to the NC'’s
efforts in the state. He
also highlighted the criti-
cal role that seasoned
and dedicated leaders
like Aditi Sharma will play
in shaping the future of
Jammu & Kashmir.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Aditi Sharma
shared her reason for
Leaving the BJP, citing
a desire to work more
closely with a party that
truly understands and
represents the aspira-
tions of the people of

Jammu & Kashmir. She
expressed her commit-
ment to Furthering the
vision and values of the
National Conference and
contributing positively to
the region’s Develop-
ment.

This move is expected
to create ripples across
the political spectrum in
Jammu & Kashmir, as
Aditi Sharma’s departure
from the BJP comes at a
crucial time, with upcom-
ing elections and signifi-
cant political challenges
on the horizon.

BJP’s pin pointed attack on NC
In 2014, Omar offered unconditional support,

agreed for full term BJP CM: Rana

Top News Report

JAMMU Sep 3: In a pin
pointed attack on former
Chief Minister of J&K,
Omar Abdullah, the BJP
on Tuesday said that in
2014 Omar met senior
most leaders of the
BJP and RSS at Delhi
and offered unconditional
support to BJP for gov-
ernment formation in J&K
and also agreed for a full
term BJP Chief Minister.

This sharp attack on
Omar Abdullah came
from none other but a
former senior National
Conference (NC) leader,
Devendra Rana, during
a press conference at
Jammu today.

R P Singh, BJP Nation-
al Spokesperson, Arun
Gupta, J&K BJP Spokes-
person & BJP War Room
Incharge and Dr Pardeep
Mahotra, J&K BJP Media
Incharge were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

Rana said that today
Omar is saying that all
political parties of Kash-
mir are part of BJP and
are close to it whereas
the “reality is completely
opposite”.

Rana said, “Now, you
(Omar) are saying that
Ram Madhav is close
to PDP but the truth
is that you repeatedly
approached top BJP and
RSS leaders for forming
government in J&K”.

Rana further reminded

KPC condemns, rejects certain demands by AIKS, GKPD, Vichar Manch

KCPS students shine at

district level netball ¢’ship

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Netball
team of KCPS shone at
the district level Netball
Championship orga-
nized by Netball Asso-
ciation of J&K at sports
complex, Bhagwati
Nagar, recently.

The boys’ team bagged
12 gold medals and 8
bronze medals whereas
the girls’ team bagged
10 silver medals.Kceans
displayed remarkable
agility, strategic game-
play, and extraordinary
talent on the court, earn-
ing praise and admira-
tion from spectators
and competitors alike.
The boys’ team was
adjudged ‘The Emerg-
ing Team of the Tourna-
ment’.

Principal Amarendra
Kumar Mishra expressed

immense pride in the
students’ achievement
and stated thatthey have
once again proven them-
selves to be true cham-
pions on and off the field.
He further added that
their hard work, passion
for the sport, commit-
ment to excellence and
support from the coach-
Shrishta have resulted
in this well-deserved
victory. It is a testament
to school’s commitment
to holistic approach to
the development of its
students.

Chairman Raju Chow-
dhary, Vice Chaiman
Arjun Chowdhary, MD
Arti Chowdhary, Princi-
pal Amarendra Kumar
Mishra and Vice Prin-
cipal Sanjay Pandey
congratulated the team
for their excellent perfor-
mance in the event.

Omar that he was the
union minister in Vajpay-
ee government but today
he is saying that NC has
nothing to do with BJP.
Rana said, “In 2014,
when NC had 15 MLAs,
Omar went to Delhi and
met senior most lead-
ers of the BJP and also
knocked the doors of

RSS leaders includ-
ing Home Minister Amit
Shah and the then J&K
Incharge, Ram Madhav
and offered uncondi-
tional support to the BJP
for forming government
in J&K”.

Omar also agreed for
a full term Chief Minister
of the BJP in J&K, Rana
said.

“I also accompanied
Omar that time and he
(Omar) offered on the
table unconditional sup-
port to the BJP for form-
ing government in J&K
and also even extended
unconditional support for
a full term Chief Minister
of the BJP in J&K,” Rana
said.

Rana said that the BJP,
however, rejected the
proposal of Omar Abdul-
lah. Rana further said
that after this rejection by
the BJP, Omar repeatedly
kept on approaching the
BJP top leadership and
also knocked the doors
of RSS for government
formation in J&K.

“NC wanted to be in
power in J&K at any cost,”
Rana said, while adding
that after the death of

former Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohd Sayeed,
Omar Abdullah again
started approaching top
BJP and RSS leader at
Delhi offering uncondi-
tional support to the BJP
for government formation
in J&K and also agreeing
for a full term BJP Chief

Minister.

“Farooq Abdullah was
at Katra at that time and
told Omar Abdullah to
meet BJP and RSS lead-
ers at Delhi and offer
unconditional support to
BJP for forming govern-
ment in J&K,” Rana said,
adding, “The BJP reject-
ed NC'’s offer at that time
also”

Rana said that today
Omar is saying that all
political parties of Kash-
mir are part of BJP except
NC. “NC is just trying to
build narrative by saying
that NC has nothing to
do with BJP,” Rana said
adding, “rather than fool-
ing people NC should
draw future roadmap for
the betterment of people.

He also accused NC
saying that it talks about
releasing jailed stone
pelters which shows that
NC wants unrest in J&K.
“Have they forgotten
2009 and 2010?"” Rana
questioned.

He also said that BJP
will never allow NC to
play with sentiments of
Hindus as it has men-
tioned in its manifesto to
rename Shankaracharya
as Takht-e-Suleman.
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4 OP-ED
EDITORIAL The kabaddi politics of census and caste

gress and its partners in the created a privileged few, leav- complicates the caste equations

By: Shikha Mukerjee
Reviving Trust in
Public Institutions

n recent years, there has been a

I noticeable erosion of trust in public

institutions globally, including in
India. The pillars of democracy—judi-
ciary, executive, and legislative bodies—
have come under intense scrutiny. Scan-
dals, inefficiency, perceived biases, and
a disconnect from the common citizen'’s
needs have all contributed to a grow-
ing skepticism among the populace. The
challenge before us is not only to restore
faith in these institutions but also to
strengthen them for the future.

Several factors have contributed to this
crisis of confidence. Corruption scandals
have rocked the foundations of public
trust, with high-profile cases involving
politicians, bureaucrats, and even mem-
bers of the judiciary. The slow pace of
justice, often seen in the form of long-
pending cases and delayed reforms, has
only exacerbated public frustration.

A loss of trust in public institutions
has far-reaching consequences. When
citizens feel disconnected from or disil-
lusioned by their leaders and the mecha-
nisms of governance, it breeds apathy
and cynicism. Voter turnout declines,
and civic engagement diminishes, weak-
ening the very foundation of democracy.

Moreover, when public institutions
are perceived as ineffective or corrupt,
it creates a fertile ground for populist
leaders who promise quick fixes and
often bypass institutional checks and
balances. This can lead to authoritar-
ian tendencies, threatening democratic
norms and values.

Public institutions must operate with
greater transparency. This includes clear
communication of decisions, timely dis-
closure of information, and a robust
system for holding officials account-
able for their actions. The introduction
of technology in governance—such
as e-governance platforms—can help
streamline processes and reduce cor-
ruption.

The judiciary needs to be empowered
and reformed to handle cases more effi-
ciently. Fast-track courts for corruption
cases, a reduction in the backlog of pend-
ing cases, and ensuring the indepen-
dence of the judiciary are critical steps
in restoring faith in this institution.

The media must recommit to impartial
and fact-based reporting. This involves
resisting the lure of sensationalism and
the pressures of political affiliations.
Media literacy programs can also help
citizens discern credible news from pro-
paganda, reducing the influence of mis-
information.

Encouraging greater public participa-
tion in the democratic process is essen-
tial. Citizens need to feel that their voices
are heard and that they have a role in
shaping policies. This can be achieved
through regular public consultations,
citizen assemblies, and initiatives that
promote active civic education.

Political parties should prioritize inter-
nal democracy and transparency. Cam-
paign finance reforms are also necessary
to reduce the influence of money in poli-
tics and to ensure that elected officials
are accountable to the people, not spe-
cial interest groups.

Rebuilding trust in public institutions
is not an overnight task. It requires sus-
tained effort from all sectors of soci-
ety—government, media, civil society,
and citizens alike. However, it is a crucial
endeavor, for without trust, democracy
cannot thrive. As we move forward, let
us commit to strengthening the integ-
rity, transparency, and responsiveness
of our institutions, ensuring they serve
the people effectively and justly.

he election of more rep-
Tresentatives from com-
munities that have been
historically discriminated against
by the upper caste elite does not
necessarily change the prospects
of all individuals from the Sche-
duled Castes, Scheduled Tribes
or Other Backward Classes. A
regular audit of how all the rest
are doing from time to time is
necessary for equity, equality
and justice. This is the nuts and
bolts of the pressure on the Nar-
endra Modi government to get
the long-postponed census of
India’s population done with an
add-on census of castes, because
the nation needs to know who is
better off and who has remained
worse off, despite reservations
and the quota system for admis-
sion into educational institutions
and government jobs. Also Read -
Aakar Patel | Why Modi bhakts,
‘influencers’ of the Right, are so
angry as world changed Adver-
tisement Having campaigned in
2014 that he was a representa-
tive of OBCs and was therefore
looked down upon by the upper
caste- led Congress, Mr Modi
should want to know how the
rest of his brethren have fared
during his 10 years and three
months in power. It is a matter
of conjecture that as a result all
OBC:s are therefore doing better
in the race to catch up with the
upper castes. It is equally per-
tinent to point out that not all
Yadavs or Mauryas or Marathas
or members of the Soren com-
munity are as powerful, well
connected and privileged as
some families within these castes
and tribal groups. Also Read -
Kishwar Desai | Amid smoker
fury, PM faces pub ‘ban’; Mag-
gie’s portrait retires from No. 10
The Modi government has not
announced a date for the start
of the national census. Nor has
it committed to the caste census
demanded not just by the Con-

Opposition INDIA bloc, but
by coalition partners of the BJP
— Nitish Kumar of the Janata
Dal (United), Chirag Paswan of
the Lok Janashakti Party and
N. Chandrababu Nai-du of the
Telugu Desam Party. The longer
Mr Modi puts off announcing the
start of the census-caste census,
his resistance will become more
indefensible, politically prob-
lematic and frankly absurd. Also
Read - Sanjaya Baru | Time to
restore balance in India-China
relations That is not to argue
that the Congress with Rahul
Gandhi leading the charge on the
demand for raising the ceiling for
reservation or quotas for SCs, STs
and OBCs is entirely coherent
either. He is not. He, on behalf
of the Congress, and several BJP
partners, have demanded the
inclusion of Muslim Dalit and
OBC sub-castes in the proposed
revision. On the details, Rahul
Gandhi has been uninspiringly
vague. Also Read - Shashi War-
rier | Of politics, lies and citizen-
ly expectations Getting Mr Modi
to backtrack and admit to a mis-
take on lateral entry to mid-level
and top-level jobs in the Central
government’s bureaucracy that
did not specify how many of the
45 jobs on offer were reserved
under the quota system was a
big political gain. Instead of pick-
ing up momentum by unveiling
plans for how more opportuni-
ties would be created to level the
very tilted playing field, Rahul
Gandhi ad-libbed: “We will con-
duct a caste census and the 50 per
cent cap on reservations, which I
don’t accept, will be removed...
First, we should have the data
before us regarding the participa-
tion of different castes in various
institutions... Talks of reserva-
tion are always held but they
never get a chance.” He seemed
not to understand that he too
was only talking and by doing
so losing the chance to amplify
how to change a system that has

ing behind the underprivileged
many. It does not take meticu-
lous research to understand this
part of the Indian reality. For
India’s political leadership, the
toughest question is how to begin
altering embedded caste inequal-
ity. The judiciary’s prescription
of identifying the most under-
privileged from within the cat-
egorisation of underprivileged
through the listing of SCs, STs
and OBCs has been rejected by
Dalit organisations, accusing the
remedy of artificially creating a
creamy layer, when the issue is
historic discrimination and rid-
ding India of this malaise. Nei-
ther the Congress, its INDIA
bloc partners individually or
collectively nor the partners of
the National Democratic Al-
liance and the BJP have answers.
Each side is poised to take the
plunge but afraid to do so, like
two teams of kabaddi players
unwilling to start the game. The
reluctance is understandable
for many reasons, including
the short term one of the politi-
cal cost of failing to satisfy the
overwhelming majority of Indian
voters, both the socially under-
privileged and the upper castes.
The BJP’s response to Rahul Gan-
dhi’s meaningless observation
on a caste census was to rake up
his caste identity and accuse the
Congress of working to divide
the country. The latest salvo by
Tokhan Sahu, Union minister
from Chhattisgarh, about the
Congress and Rahul Gandhi is
revealing: “Now they are con-
spiring to divide the country in
the name of caste census. Those
who raise the de-mand... should
tell which caste they belong to.”
And then there is bad luck. The
toppling of the newly-built Shiv-
aji statue in Rajkot on the eve of
the politically crucial Maha-rash-
tra elections is a misfortune and
blunder rolled into one. With a
high-pitched ongoing agitation
for Maratha reservations that

which the Mahayuti alliance
needs to get right, the broken
idol of its icon is a reminder of
how the BJP toppled the MVA
government. To assuage wound-
ed Maratha sentiments, already
divided between the loyalists of
Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar and
Uddhav Thackeray, Mr Modi
rushed in to publicly apologise,
describe Shivaji as a deity, wor-
shipped by all. Policy-making
and foolproof implementation to
dismantle the entrenched upper
caste with access to status, power
and networks of privilege that
are exclusive to them by levelling
the field for Dalits, SCs, STs and
OBCs in general, and the worst-
off sub-castes in particular, is
very different from winning elec-
tions by micro-management of
sub-caste support within the res-
ervation via quota system. The
census, as Rahul Gandhi should
have pointed out, is urgent for the
other category of historically dis-
criminated: wo-men. For women
and the other gender, the injury
cuts across caste differences.
Without the national census, the
half-hearted pledge to reserve 33
per cent of seats in state legisla-
tures and the Lok Sabha cannot
even get started. Rahul Gandhi
is concerned that not one Miss
India has ever been selected from
among SCs, STs and OBCs. He
should have checked to see how
many women have made it to the
very male-dominated state and
Central bureaucracy, the police
and other public sector institu-
tions, including the top echelons
of the education system. Dis-
mantling discrimination through
reservation as affirmative action
requ-ires addressing issues of
caste and gender. Leaving out
one and focusing on the other is
actively strengthening patriarchy
and its capacity to make women
almost invisible. This is an injus-
tice that urgently needs political
advocates.

Why Modi bhakts, ‘influencers’ of the Right, are so angry as world changed

By: Aakar Patel

ike many of you I have
Lavoided social media con-
tent produced by those
referred to as “right wing influ-
encers”, more colloquially called
“bhakts”, but referred to in this
column as RWIs. There was no
occasion to do so in the period
after 2014, because we already
had the government beating its
own drum. Why listen to the
melodies of those participating
in the chorus? But after the BJP
lost its majority on June 4, 2024,
I felt I should examine how the
Prime Minister’s most dedicat-
ed ambassadors were respond-
ing. So, much of the past week
has been spent in watching this
content and what follows is a
collection of reflections on it.
Also Read - Shikha Mukerjee |
The kabaddi politics of census
and caste Advertisement First,
it is important to note that the
major figures among them are
not large in number, many are
anonymous and the most popu-
lar among them often struggle
to get a fraction of the views that
people like Ravish Kumar and
Dhruv Rathee get. The reasons
for this appear to me to be two
things. One, that at the core they
repeat the government’s claims
(on things like its performance
and delivery), and so their base
audience is limited. Why should
one listen to sycophancy second-
hand when the primary source
is available? The other is that
they seem to be always angry or
sulking, and that does not make
for particularly watchable con-

tent. Also Read - Kishwar Desai
| Amid smoker fury, PM faces
pub ‘ban’; Maggie’s portrait
retires from No. 10 The second
thing, and this is unfortunate,
is that the RWIs remain even
in the first week of September
quite shattered with the results
of June 4. Supporters of another
party, any other party, would be
delighted to have retained office
and kept all the ministers. But
the RWIs require the master to
have total domination of the sort
that 240 seats cannot give him
or, by extension, them. They are
baffled at the result and unable
to contextualise it because all the
“New India” stuff and the rest of
it has vanished overnight. Also
Read - Sanjaya Baru | Time to
restore balance in India-China
relations The third thing is that
the RWIs are convinced that it
was conspiracies by the Oppo-
sition’s social media teams that
led to the loss of the BJP’s major-
ity. In particular, the two things
that were spread as fake news
were that the BJP would end res-
ervations and change the Con-
stitution. Indeed, it is extraor-
dinary the extent to which they
seem to think that narrative and
the media affect voting pat-
terns. Their belief is that if this
“fake news” had received a firm
response from the BJP, it would
have won 300-plus seats again,
if not more. Also Read - Shashi
Warrier | Of politics, lies and
citizenly expectations It should
be noted that these creators are
themselves anti-reservation.
This is because they are urban
upper caste people protecting

their class interests. It does not
appear that they are conscious
of the fact that they, Narendra
Modi’s bhakts, speaking angri-
ly against reservations, would
likely to affect voters. Their
sentiment is also targeted at an
individual named Amit Malvi-
ya, who apparently runs the
BJP’s social media, but I could
not understand why they were
angry at him. The fourth thing is
that they have a dislike of turn-
coats that the BJP has taken into
the party, in states like Maha-
rashtra and elsewhere. Here
one must agree with them that
it has harmed the BJP, but their
sentiment is driven as much by
a rejection of corruption as by
a desire for ideological purity.
This is linked to another aspect,
which is their hatred of any talk
of inclusion and secularism by
the BJP. The party president, ].P.
Nadda, spoke during the cam-
paign of the BJP not needing the
RSS, of the BJP not being syn-
onymous with saffron and fol-
lowing “sabka saath”. This has
not gone down well. The fifth
thing is that the RWIs appear to
feel personally humiliated at all
the U-turns the Narendra Modi
government has taken since the
Lok Sabha results. They have
not registered the fact that the
decade of top-down ideological
government has concluded and
anew form of working will need
to be found by the Prime Min-
ister. On matters like the Wagqf
Bill and on lateral entry, they are
particularly agitated. The sixth
thing is that Mr Modi’s image
remains intact with them. Per-

haps they see this setback as
a passing phase, but it is hard
after having gone over hours
and hours of their content to find
any criticism of the Prime Min-
ister or his manner of function-
ing. Actual issues, like employ-
ment or inflation, do not seem
to them to be important. They
have only praise for his ability
to govern. Corporate capture of
politics and the media and nepo-
tism inside the BJP also do not
seem to register with the RWIs.
Perhaps that is one reason for
their bafflement: that the elec-
tion result was voter rejection of
Mr Modi, his performance over
the decade and his guarantees
for the future does not appear
to have crossed their mind. The
seventh and final thing is that
they are quite rabid. And this is
not only because of their views
but also their words. The lan-
guage they use for the minori-
ties, for marginalised commu-
nities and so on is nasty. Their
worldview is dark and does
not accommodate any middle
ground, compromise or mod-
eration. I have come away from
the experience with disappoint-
ment at how shallow the RWI
environment is. Intellectually, it
is stunted and does not offer to
the viewer or listener (or reader)
anything particularly useful. It
does not and will not be able to
offer support to the Prime Minis-
ter as he navigates a new path of
inclusion. Indeed, the RWIs will
likely add to his troubles as he
tries to do something fresh while
his devotees ache for an era that
has passed.
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JAMMU, Sep 3: Advo-
cate Uma Kapahi, a
young and dynamic
lawyer from Jammu,
is rapidly becoming a
prominent figure in the
field of law, driven by her
unwavering commitment
to women’s empower-
ment and social justice.

At just 25, she has
already made remark-
able strides, blending
her legal expertise with
a deep sense of purpose
to uplift marginalized
communities and ensure
access to justice for all.

Born and raised in
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu,
Uma’s journey began at
Presentation Convent
School, where she laid
the foundation for her
future career in law.

She pursued a BALLB
from KC Law College
under Jammu Univer-
sity, marking the begin-
ning of her professional
journey. However, it
was her personal life
that took a significant
turn with her marriage,

KDP Wing of DPAP appeals for voting in favour

a change she believes
was destined.

While her father was
always a source of
encouragement, urging
her to study hard and
aim high, it was her hus-
band’s unwavering sup-
port that truly empow-
ered her to follow her

i| ==,

passion.

This support gave her
the confidence to make
a meaningful impact, not
justin the courtroom but
in society atlarge. Uma’s
work extends far beyond
her legal practice.

She has long been
associated with a politi-

of DPAP candidates in assembly elections

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: In a
joint statement issued
by KDP Wing of DPAP
through it's President
Sanjay Dhar, Chairman
Piaray Lal Pandita, Gen-
eral Secretary Raj Kumar
Ticku, Youth President,
Naveen Gosani and
Vinkle Kitroo Unit Presi-
dent Trt Nagrota have
appealed the Kashmiri
Displaced People, P.M
Package Employees
and Kashmiri Hindus still
living in Kashmir to exer-
cise their votes in favour
of the DPAP nominated
candidates in Assembly
Elections commencing
on September 18, 2024
(Phase First) for Rajpora
-Gh.Nabi Wani (Neeloo-
ra), Devser-Mohd Amin
Bhat, Dooru-Advocate
Mohd Salim Paray,
Anantnag (west)-Bilal
Ahmed Deva, Anantnag-
Mir Altaf Hussain all
having Election Symbol
“Bucket”.

The leaders have as well
appealed to the Valley
voters of these Constitu-
encies to cast their votes
in favour DPAP Candi-

DPS Jammu students win medals in 5th

dates for overall devel-
opment as was adopted
by the Ex-Chief Minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad during
his good Chief Minster-
ship with a short span of
tennure and to overcome
the poverty, providing of
employment and empow-
erment of women folk.

The Leaders have
expressed that main
focus of this Party for dis-
placed Kashmiri People
in the manifesto is for
resettlement, Rehabilita-
tion back in Valley with a
compensatory and digni-
fied return, as all these
Nominated Candidates
have been repeatedly
floating a demand to vote
in their favour for fight-
ing to rehabilitate back
the Displaced people in
Valley with a dignified
return.

The Leaders have fur-
ther expressed that no
candidate of any other
party has appealed to
Vote in their favour nei-
ther have committed any
clause of resettlement
in their manifesto, which
clarifies that without Shri
Ghulam Nabi Azad Sha-
hibs Party,is having sym-

pathetic consideration
with the Displaced Kash-
miri Community.

The Leaders have
reminded the installa-
tion of Camp Colonies,
Employment Package,
proposed by only Shri
Azad Shahib and the visit
of DPAP Chairman Shri
Gh.Nabi Azad in Jagti
twice after formation of
the Party and the visit of
only our Party Candidate
in all Camps during Par-
liamentary elections.

The Leaders have
appealed the Displaced
Community Voters to pine
faith in the candidature
of DPAP with a hope of
ray to fight in the Coming
Assembly for working out
of a concrete policy of
resettlement and Reha-
bilitation.

The Leaders have
expressed that Kashmiri
Displaced People Wing
is having full faith in the
DPAP Leadership to get
our Community 34 year
genocidal suffering miti-
gated and the KDP Wing
is working on ground for
the betterment of Dis-
placed Kashmiri Com-
munity.

J&K UT Yogasan Sports Champlonshlp
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Stu-
dents of Delhi Public
School (dps) Jammu
brought laurels to the
school and their parents
by winning gold, silver
and bronze medals in
different age group cat-
egories in 5th J&K UT
Yogasan Sports Cham-
pionship organized by
Yoga Association of J&K
held at Brahma Kumaris
Meditation Centre,
Jammu on September

1, 2024. They had also
received merit cum par-
ticipation certificates.

Divyesh Sharma (VI-A)
won Gold medal in U-14
age category; Aadhya
Gupta (IV-B) won Silver
medal in U/8-10 age cat-
egory; Nishita Meeniya
(IV-G) won Silver medal
in U/8-10 age category;
and Anishka Gupta
(IV-E) bagged Bronze
medal in U/8-10 age cat-
egory.

All the students were
trained under the expert
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guidance of Veena Chib,
School Yoga Teacher.
The management DPS
Jammu, President-RCT,
Ajatshatru Singh, Pro
VC- Dr. Ritu Singh, Direc-
tor- S.S. Sodhi along with
Principal-DPS Jammu,
Ruchi Chabra and staff
congratulated all the win-
ners, their parents and
coach, Veena Chib for
their achievement. Fur-
ther, they also extended
their best wishes to
them for all their future
endeavours.

cal party, using her
platform to advocate
for women’s rights and
social justice. Her dedi-
cation to free legal ser-
vices, particularly for
women and economi-
cally weak sections, has
made her a trusted voice
for those who often feel
unheard.

As an empaneled
lawyer with the District
Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), she conducts
seminars and workshops
across various institu-
tions, spreading legal
education and raising
awareness about rights
and duties, especially
for marginalized commu-
nities. Her commitment
to service is driven by a
personal understanding
of the struggles women
face.

Uma provides pro bono
services because she
has witnessed firsthand
the pain and injustice
experienced by women,
who often feel unjusti-
fied, and struggle to
contest their cases due
to economic constraints.

jjad Ahmad Kichloo and Pooja :
Thakur receives enthus1ast1c

Her mission is to
restore faith in the jus-
tice system and ensure
that everyone, regard-
less of their background,
has the opportunity to be
heard.

Advocate Uma Kap-
ahi’s inspiring journey
is a powerful reminder
that true empower-
ment lies in using one’s
skills and knowledge to
uplift others. Her story,
marked by persever-
ance, dedication, and
an unyielding sense of
purpose, continues to
inspire those around her.

As she forges ahead,
Uma Kapabhi is not just
making her mark in the
legal field—she is paving
the way for a more just
and equitable society,
one case at a time.
--- This press release
highlights Uma Kapa-
hi’'s remarkable journey
and her contributions
to women’s empower-
ment and social justice.
It aims to inspire and
showcase her as a role
model for young women
everywhere.

welcome; Ved Raj

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Sep 3:
Sajjad Ahmad Kichloo
Former Home Minis-
ter and Pooja Thakur
DDC Chairperson
the National Confer-
ence candidate from the
Kishtwar Constituency
and Nagseni Paddar
Constituency Candidate
a warm and enthusiastic
welcome from the resi-
dents of Paddar today.

The J&K National Con-
ference JKNC Youth
President Nagseni
Paddar Constituency
Ved Raj Khajuria said the
Paddar villagers turned
out in large numbers,
expressing their over-
whelming support and
faith in the National Con-
ference (NC).

During his visit, Sajjad

Kichloo and Pooja
Thakur engaged with
the local community, lis-
tening to their concerns
and assuring them of his
commitment to address-
ing their issues. The pos-
itive reception and strong
backing from the people
of Paddar Constituency
underscore the grow-
ing momentum behind
Sajjad Kichloo and Pooja
Thakur candidacy as the
election campaign inten-
sifies.

Sunil Sharma is responsible
for rising unemployment in
Kishtwar: Kamlesh

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Sep 3:
Former Sarpanch Halga
Panchayat Pochhal and
J&K National Conference
Women’s Wing General
Secretary Kishtwar Kam-
lesh Kumari said the BJP
Candidate Constituency
Paddar Sunil Sharma
is being blamed for the
worsening unemploy-
ment situation in Kisht-
war District.

He ignored the common
working unemployed
and gave jobs to some
select BJP workers in
Hydro Electric Power
Project companies. In
these Power Projects,
the Power Projects man-
agement gave jobs to
the same persons who
were recommended by

BJP facing inevitable defeat in

Sunil Sharma. 27,000
youth were supposed to
get jobs in these Power
Projects, but only 3,000
got jobs. Elsewhere,
Sunil Sharma installed

machinery through
his supporters, due to
which unemployment in
Kishtwar has increased
to such an extent that
every youth has become
a victim of despair and
hopelessness.

Kishtwar: Ajeet Bhagat

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Sep 3: Jammu and Kashmir National Con-
france Senior leader, Spokesperson of Chenab Valley
Zone Ajeet Bhagat said cease your cynical exploitation
of religious sentiments for political gain.

“We categorically reject your divisive tactics. Our unity is
our strength, not something to be fractured by your com-
munal agenda. a relentless focus on what truly matters,
development, peace, and genuine progress,” he said.

The National Confrence leader said united with the
resounding message Hindu, Muslim, Sikh lttehad Zind-

abad!”

Bhagat said victory must be earned through merit, not
through insidious propaganda. He said recent parlia-
mentary election results confirm that the nation firmly
opposes divisive politics and is committed to unity and

advancement.

GGM Science College organises Lecture
on Environmental Conservation

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
Nature Club, NSS Units
and SVEEP of GGM Sci-
ence College recently
organised a lecture on
“Redefining Living: The
journey towards a Sus-
tainable Lifestyle” to
enhance awareness
and understanding of
environmental challeng-
es among students and
faculty.

The event was held
under the guidance
of Prof. (Dr.) Romesh
Kumar Gupta, Principal,
GGM Science college.
He highlighted the criti-
cal importance of envi-
ronmental conservation
and emphasised the role
educational institutions
play in shaping future
leaders who are con-
scious of their environ-
mental impact.

He commended the
efforts of the Nature
Club, NSS Units and
SVEEP cell for their

initiative and encour-
aged students and staff
to integrate sustainable
practices into their daily
lives to contribute to a
healthier planet.

The lecture was deliv-
ered by Prof. Preeti
Dogra, Head, Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Sciences at GDC
Jindrah. She provided
valuable insights into the
significance of environ-
mental conservation and
practical steps individu-
als can take to protect
natural resources.

The session saw enthu-
siastic participation from
students, who engaged
actively in discussions,
gaining a deeper under-
standing of sustainable
practices and conserva-
tion efforts.

The event began with a
welcome address by Dr.
Sumiksha Thakur, Con-
venor, Nature Club.

The organisation and
coordination of the event
was led by members of

the Nature Club, includ-
ing Dr. Arti Sharma, Dr.
Preeti Verma, Dr. Anil,
Dr. Arti Heer and Prof.
Kiran Bala along with
NSS Programme Offi-
cers Dr. Rahul Kait, Dr.
Neha Sharma and Dr.
Chaman all, Conve-
nor SVEEP cell. Their
collaborative efforts
ensured the smooth exe-
cution of the event and
highlighted the college’s
commitment to environ-
mental stewardship.

The formal vote of
thanks was presented
by Dr. Arti Sharma, who
expressed appreciation
to the speaker, par-
ticipants, and all those
involved in making the
event a success.

This initiative is part
of GGM Science Col-
lege’s ongoing efforts to
encourage sustainable
practices and engage
students in meaningful
activities that contribute
to environmental conser-
vation.

Malik anguishes with alarming

rise in drug menace

Urges authorities to take urgent steps to curb menace

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3:
Expressing anguish
over the alarming rise
in Drug menace and its
trafficking in Jammu and
Kashmir, Adv. Malikzada
Mohammad Shahzad
Legal advisor Muslim
Rashtriya Manch(MRM)
J&K and Ladakh UTs and
President “Social Welfare
Organization Of India”
has observed that

the picturesque valleys
of Jammu & Kashmir long
known for their natural
beauty, are now grap-
pling with the persistent
problem of drug abuse
and trafficking.

“This growing menace is
not only eroding the social
fabric of the region but
also threatening the well-
being of its youth. The
situation has reached a
critical point, demanding
immediate and coordi-
nated action from all seg-
ments of society,” Malik
Said. He added that the
Urgency of the Situation
can be gauged with the
escalation in drug-related
activities which has been
swift and severe.

Quoting recent reports,
he said that a significant
increase in the availabil-
ity and use of narcotics
across various districts is
worrisome to every one.

“The easy access to
drugs coupled with the
growing influence of drug

cartels, is devastating
communities, particularly
targeting vulnerable pop-
ulations like the youth,” he
asserted adding further,
“This surge in drug abuse
is not just a health issue; it
is a societal crisis. It leads
to an increase in crime,
domestic violence and
other social problems”.
He however, cautioned
that the future of an entire
generation is at stake
and if left unchecked,
the repercussions could
be catastrophic for the
region”.

He emphasised on the
Role of Society and Com-
munity Leaders in this
challenging scenario. “the
role of society, especially
colony heads and com-
munity leaders becomes
crucial. It is imperative
that these leaders main-
tain close and continuous
communication with the
police and other con-
cerned authorities. By
doing so, they can help
identify and monitor sus-

picious activities in their
neighbourhood, making
it harder for drug suppli-
ers to operate,” he sug-
gested.

He opined that Com-
munity leaders must also
engage in awareness
campaigns to educate
people about the dangers
of drug abuse. “By foster-
ing a strong community
spirit and a sense of col-
lective responsibility, they
can encourage residents
to report any drug-related
activities to the authorities
without fear of reprisal,”
he added.

He further observed
that the police and law
enforcement agencies
are on the frontlines of
this battle against the
drug menace. However,
they cannot fight this war
alone. They need the
active support and coop-
eration of the public to
effectively combat drug
trafficking and bring sup-
pliers to justice.

“Regular meetings
between community lead-
ers and the police can
help in sharing valuable
information coordinating
actions and strategizing
the best ways to tackle
the problem. Such col-
laborations can also lead
to the establishment of
more robust surveillance
systems, ensuring that
every corner of the com-
munity is under watchful
eyes,” he argued.

Aryan community delegation
calls on CEC, LAHDC

Top News Report

LEH, Sep 3: The Chair-
man/CEC, LAHDC Leh,
Tashi Gyalson was
called on by the delega-
tion of Aryan community
of Darchiks, Garkhone,
Dha-Bema and Hanu
comprising of their Nam-
bardar; President Aryan
Buddhist Association;
Aryan Youth Founda-
tion, Garkhone; Temple
Association Darchiks
and BJP contested can-
didate from Silmo con-
stituency.

The delegation submit-
ted the memorandum
requesting for the unifi-
cation of Aryan villages

in the newly created
Sham district and also
the detailed discussion
was taken on various
other important matters
in which Chairman CEC
Gyalson enquired some
key issues from the vil-
lagers.

In addition to that, the
delegation also request-
ed H’'CEC Gyalson for
the establishment of
the subdivision status to
Aryan valley and the cre-
ation of councillor posts
to Aryan valley among
others.




ENTERTAINMENT

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, September 03, 2024

Punjabi actor Babbu Maan, who is returning to the silver screen with the film Sucha

Soorma, says social media should not lead youngsters away from their culture and roots

The wait is over — Punjabi
singer-actor Babbu Maan is
making comeback after four
years! We do not know if the
movie, Sucha Soorma, will do
wonders for Punjabi cinema,
like Shah Rukh Khan's come-
back film Pathaan did for Bol-
lywood, but the fans are excited
to see him back.

As Babbu appeared for the
trailer-release event at Bestech
Square Mall, Mohali, on Monday,
he was his regular witty self in
the same hairstyle that we have
known him for since Mittran Di
Chatri and Pehla Peg. Alongside
Babbu was the director, Amitoj
Mann, and other cast members.
“This period film is about love,
heroism, friendship, traditional
sports and action,” revealed
Amitoj, who had also directed
Babbu’s Punjabi debut film
Hawayein in 2003. Little wonder
then, Babbu said, “Before read-
ing the script, | said yes to the
film because of our friendship,
which goes back long years.”

Babbu, who was happy to see
how stars like Guru Randhawa
were making a mark globally,
said during the time off from
films he was busy watching
kabaddi and cheering the team.
“Hun mein vapis raid paun aaya

hai. (Now | am back to ‘raid’),”
he quipped.

As the trailer was played not
once but twice, Amitoj revealed,
“We are doing a period film.
More than the script, the making
of the sets and depicting the
timeline was crucial for its suc-
cess. In that period, everything
was loud, from dialogues to
action sequences, so we have
kept it that way.”

Based on the life of folk legend
Sucha Singh and what led him
to become a dacoit, in Sucha
Soorma, Babbu would be seen
in the titular role. Regarding
social media, he said, “l don’t

relate to social media when it
comes to promoting yourself
or your work. Yes, there are
benefits of the Internet, phone
and these social media plat-
forms, but anything is a curse
when forced down your thought.
These corporates and multi-
national companies think ten
years ahead of us. Every nurs-
ery kid is eating with a phone
in hand. It's ruining our culture
and leaving us misinformed.”
The actor even quipped that if
every star on social media was
charged Rs 10,000 for going
live, there wouldn’t be anyone
left to go live! “Similarly, if an

app is launched to find genu-
ine likes or clicks on your music
video, everyone will know how
many have been faking 10 lakh
as 10 crores views! It's a sham,”
he said.

Through movies that espe-
cially tell stories about Malwa
region of Punjab, Babbu said he
was trying to educate the people
of Punjab about the rich folklore,
history and real-life heroes.
“Sucha Soorma is one such
step in the direction. If the film
works, we will bring more proj-
ects that help propagate Pun-
jabi culture and language. In the
fast pace world when metaverse
is making cities, it's important
to bring stories of our heroes
through cinema. Because syl-
labus books in schools are busy
making us learn about John
Keats in third standard! Who
will talk about Bawa Balwant?”
he questioned.

Saga Studios and Seven
Colors are together presenting
this film, which also stars Same-
ksha Oswal, Suvinder Vicky,
Sarabjit Cheema, Mahabir Bhul-
lar, Gurinder Makna, Gurpreet
Toti, Gurpreet Ratol and Jagjeet
Bajwa. It will release on Sep-
tember 20.

Firing outside Punjabi singer AP
Dhillon’s Canada house, Lawrence
Bishnoi gang claims responsibility

s
l'/

Gunshots were report-
edly fired outside Punja-
bi singer and rapper AP
Dhillon’s house on Vic-
toria Island in Canada’s
Vancouver.

Meanwhile, the Indian
intelligence agencies
are trying to probe
whether it has any con-
nection with the firing
incident which had taken
place outside Bollywood
actor Salman Khan’s

residence, in Mumbai,
in April this year.

Agencies are looking
at the possible connec-
tion between the two
incidents, after Law-
rence Bishnoi's gang
took the responsibility of
the firing instance which
took place outside Dhil-
lon’s house in Victoria,
Canada.

According to media
reports emanating from

Canada, a video, which
cannot be indepen-
dently verified, shows
a man outside Dhillon’s
house and firing several
rounds of shots during
late night hours.

Intelligence sources
said that Salman Khan
had appeared in a
music video with Dhil-
lon and with Bishnoi’s
gang claiming responsi-
bility of Sunday’s firing
incident outside the
Punjabi singer’s house
in Canada, they are
probing the connection
between the Canada
incident with the firing
incident outside Khan’s
house earlier this year.

In April, two motorcy-
cle-borne persons had
opened fire outside
Khan'’s residence at the
Galaxy Apartment in
Mumbai’'s Bandra area
and fled the spot.

The Mumbai police
had declared jailed
gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi and his younger
brother Anmol Bishnoi
as “wanted accused”
in connection with the
incident.

Boman Irani’s directorial debut
The Mehta Boys to premiere at the
Chicago South Asian Film Festival

The Mehta Boys,
which marks the direc-
torial debut of actor
Boman Irani, is slated
for a world premiere at
the 15th Chicago South
Asian Film Festival on
September 20.

Irani, known for films
such as the Munna Bhai
franchise, 3 Ildiots, and
Khosla Ka Ghosla, also
serves as the writer and
producer of the Prime
Video Original film. He
has written the projectin
collaboration with writer
Alexander Dinelaris Jr,
best known for the 2014
Oscar-winning film Bird-
man.

“The Mehta Boys,
starring Irani and Avi-
nash Tiwary, is based
on a father and son at
odds with each other,
who find themselves
compelled to spend 48
hours together. The film
follows their tumultu-
ous journey and offers
a nuanced exploration
of the complexities often
inherent in a father-son
relationship,” read the
official synopsis.

The screening at the
Chicago gala will be
followed by a conversa-
tion featuring Irani along

with Dinelaris Jr, actors
Tiwary and Shreya
Chaudhry, as well as
producer Danesh Irani
and executive producer
Ankita Batra.

Irani and Dinelaris Jr
will also conduct a mas-
terclass on the writing
process of The Mehta
Boys on September
21. An Irani Movietone

LLP and Chalkboard
Entertainment LLP pro-
duction, the film also
stars Puja Sarup. It is
produced by Vikesh
Bhutani and Shujaat
Saudagar.

The Chicago South
Asian Film Festival is
set to commence on
September 19 and con-
clude on September 22.

H

SPICMACAY founder Kiran Seth, in Chandigarh, urged youngsters to focus
on ancient Indian arts

Making a moving
call for youth to focus
and cultivate patience,
Kiran Seth, founder of
the Society for the Pro-
motion of Indian Classi-
cal Music And Culture
Amongst Youth (SPIC-
MACAY), captivated his
audience once again
as he came calling to
Chandigarh on Monday.
“Our ultimate aim is
not to promote classi-
cal music, but to help
people become betterin
their respective fields,”
said Seth, who is on a
three-day visit to the
City Beautiful.

The Padma Shri recipi-
ent has been teaching
at [IT Delhi for over four
decades. SPICMACAY
is his passion project,
which during the last 47
years is working towards
promoting Indian clas-
sical music, dance, folk
forms, yoga, meditation,
traditional handloom,
handicrafts and more
amongst youth.

“With a phone in our
hands, we are finding
it even more difficult to
control our mind, which
flits from one thing to
another. An exposure

to classical arts has
proven to help improve
one’s concentration,”
said Seth. He elabo-
rated with examples,
“Mathematical genius
Albert Einstein played
the violin, our very
own Missile Man Abdul
Kalam the veena, while
number theorist Manjul
Bhargava the tabla. It
has long been estab-
lished that classical
music helps build con-
centration.” Another
thing he wanted the
youth to have is dhairya.
“| have been teaching
for four decades. Now

Kamya Panjabi says there is no sexual abuse
in television industry

Kamya Panjabi recent-
ly shared her opinion on
women’s safety in the
entertainment industry.
The actor claimed, while
sharing her experience,
that there is no sexual
abuse in television
industry.

In an interview with
agency, she stated that
the TV industry is cur-
rently the ‘safest’ place
for women.

Kamya Panjabi says
TV industry is very clean

Kamya, while reflect-
ing on the work culture
in Hindi television, said,
“Television has been
very clean. | don’t know
what used to happen
in the past but now it is
very clean. There is no
such filth here. People
aren’t forced or black-
mailed here. There is no

casting couch. If you fit
a role, you have talent,
you will be selected for
the show. | feel televi-
sion is the safest place
in the entertainment
industry. Sexual abuse
does not happen here.
Whatever happens,
because there is mutual
consent. Nobody is tell-
ing anyone to sleep with
them in the promise of
arole.”

She also pointed out,
“Some actors are wom-
anisers but if you stop
it, if you make it very
clear, such things do
not happen. Nobody is
being forced to do this.
Aisa nahi hai ke aapko
haath lagaya jaaega aur
aap uncomfortable feel
karoge (Nobody is going
to make you feel uncom-
fortable by touching you
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without your consent).
If you tell them, ‘Hello,
| don’t like it’, you will
not be touched. We

have seen actors who
get crazy for girls but
nobody forces nobody.
| know of some people

who say that such
things have happened
to them. But again, if a
girl does not want, it will
not happen. It does not
happen in the television
industry. | don’t know
about films or OTT but it
does not happen in TV.”

Kamya Panjabi’s
acting career

Kamya made her
acting debut with Sssh-
hhh...Koi Hai. She later
worked in daily soaps
like Kehta Hai Dil, Piya
Ka Ghar, Astitva...Ek
Prem Kahani, Woh
Rehne Waali Mehlon
Ki and Banoo Main Teri
Dulhann. The actor also
participated in the celeb-
rity reality show Bigg
Boss 7.

Kamya is currently
seen in the TV show
Ishq Jabariya.

students are surely
brighter, but lack focus.
Classical arts can help
them build concentra-
tion and patience. In
music lies true bliss.” His
six-month solo cycling
yatra from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari has left
him in awe of our coun-
try all over again. “We
are blessed to be living
in a country that’s so
rich in natural resources
and culture, but we are
slowly degrading every-
thing.”

SPICMACAY has been
doing exceptional work
and getting a rous-

ing response from the
students all over the
country. From Punjab,
they have picked up
Bhangra and Malwai
Giddha. Legendary
folk singer and sarangi
maestro from Punjab,
the late Sharif Idu, too
had been a part of SPIC-
MACAY programme.
His organisation has
long been involved in
addressing issues of
female foeticide and
drug prevention. “We
have the artistes pre-
pare their presenta-
tions around these
themes and launched
successful signature
campaigns,” said Sumit
Taneja, who has been
a volunteer for over 15
years. Seth ensured that
the volunteers present
with him — Dr Shakun-
tala Lavasa, Dr Kamal
Gogna, Amulya Shukla,
Sumit Taneja and Nalin
Taneja — shared their
experience too. “
SPICMACAY has a
series of events planned
in Himachal Pradesh in
the coming year and
over a hundred schools
in Chandigarh keep their
annual date with the

artistes. While, along
with thousands of vol-
unteers, Seth is making
a monumental effort for
a long 47 years, he is
yet to reach the masses.
Seth explains, “Classi-
cal arts have their effect
slowly. But, today, due
to Instagram, Facebook
and other social media
platforms, which provide
immediate gratification,
people don’t have the
patience to wait. He,
however, added, “Not
everyone has to be a
musician, but even lis-
tening to music can help
immensely.”

Seth would spend the
next two days in the city,
meeting heads of edu-
cation institutions and
volunteers. He signed
off with the resounding
words, “Saraswati —
the Goddess of knowl-
edge — has now been
replaced by Lakshmi
— Goddess of wealth.
People think money
would make them happy,
but that's not the case.
Only gyan (wisdom)
can bring true happi-
ness. And, our ancient
arts and heritage are a
key to it.”

‘IC 814: The Kandahar Hijack’
controversy: I&B Ministry summons
content head of Netflix

As the web series “IC 814: The Kan-
dahar Hijack” — detailing the 1999
hijack of an Indian Airlines plane —
streamed on Netflix, the use of “pseudo
names” of the Pakistan-based hijack-
ers in the depiction has led to the Min-
istry of Information and Broadcasting
summoning the content head of Netflix.

The incident has not only turned into
a political controversy, but has also led
to questions around the need to have a
regulatory body like the Central Board
of Film Certification that okays film for
release in theatres. So far, content on
OTT platforms like Netflix is not okayed
by a body but is under self-regulation
of the content creator. However, it has
a grievance addressing mechanism.

The controversy arose after several
users on X alleged that the real names
of the hijackers should have been used
in the conversation depicted aboard the
plane. Actually, the names under ques-
tion match with a press release issued
by the Home Ministry on January 6,
2000. It names the hijackers as Ibrahim
Athar from Bahawalpur, Shahid Akhtar

Sayed, Sunny Ahmed Qazi and Mistri
Zahoor Ibrahim, all from Karachi, and
Shakir from Sukkur city. The MHA had
said: “To the passengers of the hijacked
place, these five hijackers came to be
known Chief, Doctor, Burger, Bhola and
Shankar, respectively.”

Sources said the pseudo names were
then released officially as any passen-
ger or crew of the hijacked plane who
could testify would do that only on the
basis of pseudo names.

The real names of the hijackers were
not known to the 154 on board the ill-
fated flight. BJP IT Cell chief Amit Malvi-
ya said the hijackers acquired aliases
to hide their Muslim identities. “Film-
maker Anubhav Sinha legitimised their
criminal intent by furthering their non-
Muslim names. Decades later, people
will think Hindus hijacked 1C-814,”
Malviya posted on X. Mukesh Chhabra,
the casting director of the series said
the terrorists used “nicknames or fake
names” to address one another. “They
used to call each other by those fake
names,” Chhabra said.
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Time ripe for India-Singapore bilateral relations to
rise: S Jaishankar

S Jaishankar said India and Singapore’s bilateral ties “have been extremely

NEW DELHI, Sep 3 (Agen-
cies): Ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s arrival on
an official visit to Singapore,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Tuesday said
the time is ripe for the two
countries to take their bilateral
relationship to the next level.

“Given the transformation
underway in India and the
changes in the world, they
need to become more contem-
porary. In many ways, that is
why Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has chosen to visit Singa-
pore so early in his third term,”
The Straits Times quoted Mr
Jaishankar as saying in an
interview.

He said that India and Singa-
pore’s bilateral ties “have been
extremely strong in the last two
decades”.

Just like Singapore had an
opportunity in 1992 and then
again in 2006, it should seize
the moment and fully utilise the
new landscape, the minister
said.

“Sometimes, to be honest,
| feel that impressions at your
end are somewhat dated,” Mr
Jaishankar pointed out.

“In India, we are using the
achievements of the last decade
as the springboard to accelerate
national growth and modernisa-
tion,” the minister said.

Beyond the bilateral ties,
there is also the issue of closer
collaboration in a volatile and
uncertain world. “In this regard,
we must recognise that ours is
a partnership based on a high
degree of trust and understand-
ing,” the minister said.

“These characteristics enable
us to share assessments and
explore our convergences,” he
added.

The prime minister has always
had a special sentiment for
Singapore and that leadership
connect will matter more than
ever before, underscored Mr

9 Naxalites killed in encounter with
security personnel in Chhattisgarh

DANTEWADA, Sep 3
(Agencies): Nine Nax-

to the District Reserve
Guard

strong in the last two decades”.

= f, 3 Q{
Jaishankar who has served as
India’s High Commissioner to
Singapore and has a very good
understanding of the city-state.

Responding to a question as
to where India would like to
take the bilateral relationship,
the minister said: “We have
come a long way since then.
As | pointed out, the time is ripe
to move to the next level of our
ties, reflecting current realities
in both countries, as well as the
state of the world.” Where Sin-
gapore’s approach to India is
concerned, it could start with the
appreciation of the last decade
of growth, recovery from Covid
and the country’s rapid digi-
talisation, while also taking into
account the advances in infra-
structure, the focus on manu-
facturing and the availability of
talent, the minister said.

These issues were also dis-
cussed at the India-Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable last week
-- a preparatory to PM Modi’s
visit to the city-state.

“l would particularly single out
those technologies promising
for the future such as semicon-
ductors, green technologies and
electric mobility. We also need
to collaboratively think about
the future of connectivity and
energy flows,” Mr Jaishankar
stressed.

The minister also drew on the

(DRG) and

Besides, a huge cache
of weapons was also

Covid experience to flag India’s
relevance to food and health
security, saying: “As regards the
global scenario, we have built
on the ‘Act East’ policy to now
have a full-fledged Indo-Pacific
commitment.” Mr Jaishankar
said there is a new equilibrium
in the making and India will cer-
tainly play its part. “This is very
much in the interest of Singa-
pore and ASEAN.” “In an era
where we will witness deficits in
regard to global commons, our
relationship can make a bigger
difference,” he said.

The minister also commented
on a perception that India’s
principal focus in its extended
neighbourhood is now the Gulf,
not ASEAN. “l would not take an
‘either-or’ approach. Certainly,
in the last decade, India’s ties
with Gulf nations have really
taken off.” “Earlier govern-
ments used to view them more
narrowly from the perspective
of trade, energy and diaspora.
In contrast, the Modi govern-
ment’s policies have extended
to investments, technology,
security and connectivity,” he
pointed out.

“We definitely feel that the con-
tributions of our community are
more strongly recognised (in the
Gulf). Both the economic and
demographic complementari-
ties are today coming into much

greater play.

“But because of this, | would
not draw any conclusions in
regard to Asean. In fact, our
ties have deepened as well in
this very period.” Mr Jaishankar
underscored the fact that India
-- the most populous country
and currently the fifth-largest
economy -- will necessarily have
multi-directional engagements.
“The world is not a zero-sum
game for us.” The minister also
elaborated on Singapore being
once the springboard of India’s
‘Look East’ policy.

“Obviously, Singapore, which
was at the core of our ‘Look
East’ policy, has an equally cen-
tral role in the ‘Act East’ policy
as well. If you look at the new
domains that reflect this evolu-
tion, Singapore’s partnership in
security, connectivity, technol-
ogy and sustainability is evi-
dent.” The ‘Act East’ policy is
certainly very active for a variety
of reasons, he stressed, adding
that Southeast Asia itself has
much-untapped potential and
its demographics and growth
prospects make it a long-term
partner.

“Imagine for example what a
change the Trilateral Highway
(plan to connect India with
Myanmar and Thailand) can
make when completed,” he
pointed out.

“It is also a relationship which
is indispensable for India’s Indo-
Pacific engagement. | would
confidently predict a bright
future.

PM Modi will travel to Singa-
pore on Wednesday.

He said he looked forward to
meeting President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, Prime Min-
ister Lawrence Wong, Senior
Minister Lee Hsien Loong and
Emeritus Senior Minister Goh
Chok Tong in Singapore.

Modi will also meet leaders
of Singapore’s business com-
munity.

others.

ing a woman, and injuries to 12

Mamata Banerjee cites Unnao,
Hathras, in statement on

Kolkata rape

KOLKATA, Sep 3 (Agencies): Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee -
whose government is under fire over
the rape and murder of a doctor at
Kolkata’s RG Kar Hospital - launched
a fierce defence of the state’s police
force Tuesday, pointing to equally hor-
rific instances of assault on women in
other states.

She referred to the rape of a 20-year-
old Dalit woman in Uttar Pradesh’s
Hathras in 2020 and the rape and bar-
baric slaughter of a college student in
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas district in
2013, as well as the rape of a child last
week at a government-run hospital in
Rajasthan’s Jaipur.

“In the Kamduni case (the North 24
Parganas rape) we demanded capital
punishment... but the matter is pend-
ing in the Supreme Court (where an
appeal has been filed after the Calcut-
ta High Court acquitted one accused
and commuted the death sentence of
two others). No one talks about what
happened in Unnao (and) the victim of
Hathras did not get justice...” she said.

There are “abnormally high crime
rates against women in states like UP
and Gujarat... and there is no justice
there but in Bengal women will get
justice in courts,” she thundered in the
Assembly, as she also demanded the
resignation of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah,
as well as chief ministers of all states
“unable to implement effective legisla-
tions to safeguard women”.

The mention of Mr Modi and Mr Shah
triggered loud protests from BJP law-
makers, to which Ms Banerjee asked,
“What if | raise slogans against PM and
Home Minister as you raise against
me..."

Ms Banerjee’s sharp comments came
as her Trinamool tabled a new law,
which will make rape a crime commen-
surate with murder for which punish-
ment will be death or life in jail. She
said the “historic” new law - called the
Aparajita law - will ensure fast-tracked
investigations and stricter punishments.

While drones had previously

The name of the new law has been
seen by many as an homage to the
young woman who was raped and mur-
dered in North 24 Parganas; according
to reports her name was Aparajita.

The Aparajita law will “plug loopholes”
in laws passed by the centre, the Chief
Minister said, taking a swipe at its
much-vaunted set of three new criminal
laws. Rape is a curse against human-
ity (and) social reforms are required to
stop such crimes...” she said, urging
Governor CV Ananda Bose, who has
also taken pot shots at the Trinamool
on the RG Kar Hospital case, to sign
the bill without delay.

And, in a pointed remark at the BJP -
which has been relentless in targeting
her but has offered support, of a sort,
on this legislation - she called on the
opposition to also urge the Governor.

“We want justice from the CBI... CBI
should hang the criminal,” Ms Banerjee
said.

The bill was passed shortly after the
Chief Minister’s speech, but not before
the BJP’s Suvendu Adhikari, her former
aide and now the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, criticised it as being tabled in
haste.

He said the BJP would support the bill,
but also demand accountability from Ms
Banerjee.

“We will support... but why did you
bring this in haste? We could have sent
it to a committee (for further study). We
want punishment for the culprits. We
will not seek division... but the state
government will have to ensure the bill
is made effective at the earliest,” Mr
Adhikari said.

The CBIl is investigating this case pur-
suant to a direction from the Calcutta
High Court, which ruffled political feath-
ers by overruling the Chief Minister and
summoning the central agency.

This was a day after Ms Banerjee
gave Kolkata Police a week’s time.

Since then Ms Banerjee has been
demanding results from the CBI, which
made its first arrest late last night; Dr
Sandip Ghosh, the former Principal of
the RG Kar Hospital, was arrested after
two weeks of questioning. Dr Ghosh,
though, was arrested over allegations
of financial irregularities.

The CBI also arrested three others,
including a security guard. But the
only arrest, so far, connected to the
rape and murder has been by Kolkata
Police, who arrested a civilian volun-
teer, Sanjoy Roy.

Drone attacks on civilians an “act of terrorism”:
Manipur Chief Minister

IMPHAL, Sep 3 (Agencies):

Army and central forces were

alites were killed in an
encounter with secu-
rity personnel in Bastar
region of Chhattisgarh
on Tuesday, a senior
police official said.

The gunfight broke out
around 10.30 am in the
forest along the border
of Dantewada and Bija-
pur districts when a joint
team of security forces
was out on an anti-Nax-
al operation, Inspec-
tor General of Police,
Bastar Range Sundarraj
P told agency.

Personnel belonging

the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF)
were involved in the
operation, which was
launched based on
inputs about the pres-
ence of Naxalites
belonging to its west
Bastar division unit, he
said.

The intermittent
exchange of fire lasted
for a long duration, fol-
lowing which the bodies
of nine Naxalites clad
in ‘uniform’ were recov-
ered from the spot, he
said.

seized from the encoun-
ter site, he said.

Security personnel
were reported to be safe
and the search opera-
tion was still underway
in the area, he added.

Bastar region com-
prises seven districts,
including Dantewada
and Bijapur.

With this incident, 154
Naxalites have been
gunned down by the
security forces in dif-
ferent encounters in
Chhattisgarh so far this
year, the police said.

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh on Tuesday condemned
the drone bomb attacks on civil-
ians as acts of terrorism and
vowed a firm response.
Taking to X, Mr Singh
expressed his outrage, stat-
ing, “Dropping bombs on civil-
ian populations and security
forces using drones is an act of
terrorism, and | condemn such
cowardly acts in the strongest
terms.” Singh’'s comments fol-
lowed two separate drone bomb
attacks in Koutruk and Senjam
Chirang in Imphal West dis-
trict, which resulted in the
deaths of two persons, includ-

“The Manipur state govern-
ment takes such unprovoked
assaults with the utmost seri-
ousness and will respond deci-
sively to combat these forms of
terrorism targeting the indig-
enous population,” Mr Singh
said.

He emphasized, “We
denounce all forms of violence,
and the people of Manipur shall
unite against hate, division, and
separatism.” The use of drones
in these bomb attacks marks
the first instance of “hi-tech
weapons” being employed in
the state.

been used by warring groups for
surveillance and tracking mili-
tants, this represents a signifi-
cant escalation, an official told
agency.

On the attack at Koutruk, the
official said “police responded
promptly.” “There was mobili-
sation of armed miscreants in
many places which had seen
intense conflict in the past.
When the attack started in
Koutruk, immediately IGP, DIG
and SP and other police forces
rushed to the area to counter the
situation. Retaliatory firing and
combing operations along with

conducted,” a police statement
said.

It said police head quarters
also gave instruction to all senior
formations and all district SPs to
remain vigilant, alert all forces
in their respective districts and
conduct joint operations by
coordinating with central forces.

The Manipur government has
ordered the state police to con-
duct combing operations and
sanitisation in areas border-
ing Imphal West district where
two persons were killed and 12
others injured in an attack by
suspected militants.

Eight devotees killed, 10 injured
in Haryana road accident

Tharoor slams govt over ‘reluctance’ to appoint oppn
leaders to key parliamentary committees

NEW DELHI, Sep
3 (Agencies): Senior
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor on Tuesday hit
out at the government
over its “reluctance”
to give the opposi-
tion chairpersonship of
important parliamentary
committees, and said it
only reflects its growing
insecurity, rather than
any accumulation of
wisdom or confidence
after 10 years.

The remarks by the
four-time Thiruvanan-
thapuram MP came over
a media report which
said the department-
related Parliamentary
Standing Committees
have not been consti-
tuted because of dis-
agreements between
the government and
Opposition, on control
of these panels.

In a post on X, Thar-

oor said it is disappoint-
ing that the government
appears to have no idea
of the purpose of Parlia-
mentary committees,
which are to provide an
additional layer of scruti-
ny and accountability for
the government without
the political grandstand-
ing often associated
with publicly-televised
sessions of Parliament
itself.

“To attempt to deny
opposition parties any
say in matters of nation-
al importance and sen-
sitivity, is to defeat the
very logic of having such
committees at all,” the
former Union minister
said.

“It is striking that in
2014, when they first
came to power, the then
BJP government, in
keeping with the exist-
ing practice, gave the

Congress the chair-
manship of both the
External Affairs Com-
mittee (myself) and the
Finance Committee
(Veerappa Moily), even
though we only had 44
MPs “ he said.

“Today, we have
101 MPs and they are
reluctant to give us any
important committee?”
he added.

This suggests a deplor-
ably changed mentality
on their part and only
reflects their growing
insecurity, rather than

any accumulation of
wisdom or confidence
after 10 years in govern-
ment, Tharoor said.
Incidentally, in the
entire history of Parlia-
mentary committees,
External Affairs was
always headed by an
opposition MP until, for
the first time in 2019, a
BJP MP was asked to
take it over, he said.
“What signal does
this send to the outside
world, where we have
always presented a
united face on foreign

policy?” Tharoor said.

Last month, the
Lok Sabha Secre-
tariat issued a bulletin
announcing the consti-
tution of parliamentary
committees.

The Public Accounts
Committee, Committee
on Public Undertakings,
Committee on Esti-
mates, Committee on
Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, Joint Commit-
tee on Office of Profit
and Committee on Wel-
fare of Other Backward
Classes have been con-
stituted without an elec-
tion this time.

The Lok Sabha speak-
er is yet to constitute
the department-related
standing committees
which keep an eye on
the functioning of vari-
ous Union ministries and
departments.

CHANDIGARH, Sep
3 (Agencies): Eight
people were killed and
10 others injured after
a truck hit a stationary
vehicle carrying devo-
tees in Haryana’s Jind
district, police said on
Tuesday.

The accident occurred
past midnight in Bid-
harana village on the
Hisar-Chandigarh
national highway when
the devotees were trav-
elling from Kurukshetra
district to a temple at
Gogamedi in Rajasthan.

The truck, bearing a
Rajasthan registration
number, was loaded
with wooden logs when
it hit the stationary vehi-
cle.

SHO of Sadar Nar-
wana police station
Kuldeep said, “The
truck rammed into the
light commercial vehicle

-

devotees was headed
to Gogamedi.

At the time of the inci-
dent, the devotees had
taken a brief halt and
their vehicle was sta-
tionary.”

“Eight people, includ-
ing two women and a
15-year-old boy, have
died in the incident while
10 are injured,” he told
agency.

The police officer said
the injured were taken to
hospitals at Narwana in

‘Al = LT

Jind and later referred to
Agroha in Hisar.

The injured are out of
danger, he added.

A case has been regis-
tered and the truck has
been impounded, police
said.

Arelative of an injured
person, who reached
Narwana Civil Hospital
after the accident, said
the truck hit the vehicle
from behind.

Many among the dead
and injured were rela-
tives, he said.
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129 Kkilled in Congo jailbreak attempt, most of
them in stampede

Makala, Congo’s largest penitentiary with a capacity for 1,500 people, holds over 12,000

KINSHASA, Sep 3 (Agen-
cies): An attempted jailbreak
in Congo’s main prison in the
capital left at least 129 people
dead, most of them in a stam-
pede, authorities said on Tues-
day.

A provisional assessment
showed that 24 inmates were
shot dead by “warning” gun-
shots as they tried to escape
from the overcrowded Makala
Central Prison in Kinshasa
early Monday, Congolese Inte-
rior Minister Jacquemin Shaba-
ni said on the social platform X.

“There are also 59 injured
people taken into care by the
government, as well as some
cases of women raped,” he
said, adding that order has
been restored at the prison,
part of which was burned in
the attack.

Makala, Congo’s largest
penitentiary with a capacity
for 1,500 people, holds over
12,000 inmates, most of whom
are awaiting trial, Amnesty Inter-

inmates, most of whom are awaiting trial

national said in its latest country
report. The facility has recorded
previous jailbreaks, including in
2017 when an attack by a reli-
gious sect freed dozens.

Gunfire inside the prison start-
ed around midnight on Sunday
into Monday morning, residents
said. A senior government offi-
cial earlier said only two deaths
were confirmed during the inci-
dent, a figure disputed by rights
activists.
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Videos that appeared to be
from the prison showed bodies
lying on the ground, many of
them with visible injuries. Anoth-
er video showed inmates carry-
ing people who appeared to be
dead into a vehicle.

There were no signs of forced
entry into the prison, which is
located in the city centre, 5 kilo-
meters (3 miles) from the presi-
dential palace.

The attempted escape was

plotted from inside the prison
by inmates in one of the wings,
Mbemba Kabuya, the deputy
justice minister, told the local
Top Congo FM radio.

In the hours that followed the
attack, the road to the prison
was cordoned off while authori-
ties convened a panel to inves-
tigate the incident.

Makala — among other prisons
in Congo — is so overcrowded
that people often die from star-
vation, activists say. Scores of
inmates have been released
this year as part of efforts to de-
congest the prisons.

Justice Minister Constant
Mutamba called the attack a
“premeditated act of sabotage”,
adding that those who “instigat-
ed these acts of sabotage ... will
receive a stern response”.

He also announced a ban on
the transfer of inmates from the
prison and said authorities will
build a new prison, among other
efforts to reduce overcrowding.

Tropical storm Yagi sets off
floods, landslides in Philippines,
leaves 14 dead

MANILA, Sep 3 (Agencies): A fierce
storm was blowing out of the northern
Philippines Tuesday after leaving at
least 14 people dead in landslides,
floods and swollen rivers, disaster-
response officials said.

Tropical Storm Yagi swept past
Paoay town in llocos Norte province
into the South China Sea with sus-
tained winds of up to 75 kilometers (47
miles) per hour and gusts of up to 125
kph (78 mph), according to the weath-
er bureau. It was forecast to strengthen
into a typhoon as it barrels northwest-
ward over the sea toward southern
China. Storm warnings remained in
most northern Philippine provinces,
where residents were warned of the
lingering danger of landslides in rain-
soaked mountain villages and floodings
in the farming lowlands of Luzon, the
country’s most populous region.

Locally called Enteng, Yagi enhanced
seasonal monsoon rains and unleashed
downpours across Luzon, including in
the densely populated capital region,
metropolitan Manila, where classes and
government work remained suspend-
ed Tuesday. At least 14 people died in
landslides, floods and swollen rivers in
northern and central provinces, includ-
ing in Antipolo, a popular Roman Catho-
lic pilgrimage city and tourism destina-
tion west of Manila where at least three

residents, including a pregnant woman,
died in a hillside landslide that buried
shanties and four others drowned in
creeks and rivers, Antipolo’s disaster-
mitigation officer Enrilito Bernardo Jr.
told agency by telephone.

Four other villagers remained missing
after their house was swept away in the
deluge, Bernardo said.

Thousands of travelers were stranded
on Monday after sea travel was tem-
porarily halted in several ports and 34
domestic flights were suspended due to
the stormy weather.

A training ship, M/V Kamilla — which
was anchored in Manila Bay off the
Navotas port in the capital — was hit
by another vessel that veered out of
control due to rough waves. Kamilla’s
bridge was damaged and it later caught
fire, prompting its 18 cadets and crew-
members to abandon the ship, the Phil-
ippine coast guard said.

A passing tugboat rescued 17 of those
who abandoned the ship and one swam
to safety, the coast guard said.

About 20 typhoons and storms batter
the Philippines each year. The archipel-
ago lies in the so-called “Pacific Ring of
Fire,” a region along most of the Pacific
Ocean rim where many volcanic erup-
tions and earthquakes occur, making
the Southeast Asian nation one of the
world’s most disaster-prone.

Bus crashes into students and
parents in eastern China, killing 11

and injuring 13, police say

BEIJING, Sep 3
(Agencies): A bus
crashed into a group of
students and their par-
ents at a school in east-
ern China early Tues-
day, killing 11 people
and injuring 13, police
said.

The students and par-
ents were at the gate
of a middle school in
Tai'an city in the eastern
province of Shandong
just before 7:30 a.m.,
the Dongping county
police department said
in a posting on social
media.

Six parents and five
students were killed, it
said. One of the injured
was in serious condition
while the others were
listed as stable, the
department said.

The driver was in
police custody and the
incident was under
investigation, it said.

The bus was spe-
cially customized for
transporting students,
it said. It did not say
who was responsible

o

for operating the bus.
Many schools contract
out such services to
private companies or
individuals.

School safety, includ-
ing overloaded school
buses and poorly
designed buildings, has
long been a problem in
China.

In 2017, a dozen
people, including 11 kin-
dergarten pupils, were
killed when a school
bus crashed and burst
into flames in a tunnel
in the eastern Chinese
city of Weihai, also in
Shandong province.
The driver, six Chinese
children and five South
Korean children were
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killed. It remains unclear
whether the crash was
deliberate or the result
of unsafe driving.

China has cracked
down heavily on trans-
portation dangers,
adding training and
vehicle inspections.

China also has suf-
fered numerous cases
in recent years of
attacks on school chil-
dren, often using knives
or homemade explo-
sives.

The suspects were
generally found to be
bearing grudges and
seeking revenge over
personal matters or
against society more
generally.

Russian President Putin visits Mongolia, defying
international warrant for arrest

ULAANBAATAR (MON-
GOLIA), Sep 3 (Agen-
cies): Russian President
Vladimir Putin was visit-
ing Mongolia on Tues-
day with no sign that the
host country would bow
to calls to arrest him on
an international warrant
for alleged war crimes
stemming from the inva-
sion of Ukraine.

The trip is Putin’s first
to a member coun-
try of the International
Criminal Court since it
issued a warrant for his
arrest about 18 months
ago. Ahead of his visit,
Ukraine called on Mon-
golia to hand Putin
over to the court in The
Hague, and the Euro-
pean Union expressed
concern that Mongolia
might not execute the
warrant.

A spokesperson for
Putin said last week
that the Kremlin wasn’t
worried.

His visit puts Mon-
golia in a tough spot.
Members of the interna-
tional court are bound
to detain suspects if an

arrest warrant has been
issued, but Mongolia
is a landlocked coun-
try highly dependent
on Russia for fuel and
some of its electricity.
The court doesn’t have
a mechanism to enforce
its warrants.

The Russian leader
was welcomed in a
ceremony in the capital
city’s main square by an
honour guard dressed in
vivid red and blue uni-
forms styled on those
of the personal guard of
13th century ruler Geng-
his Khan, the founder of
the Mongol Empire.

He and Mongolian
President Ukhnaa

Khurelsukh walked up
the red-carpeted steps
of the Government
Palace and bowed
before a statue of Geng-
his Khan before entering
the government building
for their meetings.

The International Crim-
inal Court has accused
Putin of being respon-
sible for the abductions
of children from Ukraine,
where the fighting has
raged for 2'% years.

On Monday, the Euro-
pean Union expressed
concern that the Inter-
national Criminal Court
warrant might not be
executed and said it has
shared its concern with

Mongolian authorities.

“Mongolia, like all other
countries, has the right
to develop its interna-
tional ties according
to its own interests,”
European Commission
spokeswoman Nabila
Massrali said.

But she added, “Mon-
golia is a state party to
the Rome Statute of the
ICC since 2002, with the
legal obligations that it
entails.”

More than 50 Russians
outside the country have
signed an open letter
urging the government
of Mongolia to “imme-
diately detain Vladimir
Putin upon his arrival”.

The signers include
Vladimir Kara-Murza,
who was freed from a
Russian prison in August
in the biggest East-West
prisoner swap since the
Cold War.

Putin, on his first visit
to Mongolia in five years,
will join a ceremony to
mark the 85th anniver-
sary of a Soviet and
Mongolian battle victory
over a Japanese army

that had taken control of
Manchuria in northeast-
ern China.

Thousands of soldiers
died in months of fight-
ing in 1939 over the bor-
der’s location between
Manchuria and Mongo-
lia.

Putin has made a
series of overseas trips
in recent months to try
to counter the inter-
national isolation he
faces over the invasion
of Ukraine. He visited
China in May, made a
trip to North Korea and
Vietnam in June and
went to Kazhakstan in
July for a meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation.

Last year, he joined a
meeting in Johannes-
burg by video link after
the South African gov-
ernment lobbied against
him showing up for the
BRICS summit, a group
that includes China and
other emerging econo-
mies. South Africa is an
International Criminal
Court member.

Pope Francis reaches Muslim-majority Indonesia to
start Asia-Pacific tour

The Pope disembarked in Jakarta in a wheelchair to an honour guard, greetings by Indonesian officials, including the religious affairs

JAKARTA, Sep 3
(Agencies): Pope Fran-
cis arrived in Muslim-
majority Indonesia on
Tuesday to kick off a
four-nation tour of the
Asia-Pacific that will
be the longest and far-
thest of the 87-year-old’s
papacy.

The head of the
world’s 1.3 billion Cath-
olics touched down in
Jakarta for a three-day
visit devoted to inter-reli-
gious ties, and will then
travel to Papua New
Guinea, East Timor and
Singapore.

The 12-day tour will
test the pontiff’s increas-
ingly fragile health, but
he is often energised by
being among his flock
and he emerged from
the 13-hour flight smil-
ing and waving.

“I thank you for coming
on this journey, thank
you for the company. |
think it is the longest one

(flight) | have done,” he
told reporters aboard his
chartered plane after
landing, according to an
agency journalist.

He disembarked in
Jakarta in a wheelchair
to an honour guard,
greetings by Indonesian
officials, including the
religious affairs minister,
and a traditional bouquet
from two children.

The pontiff was then
picked up from the
red carpet by a civilian
Toyota car, choosing a
modest vehicle over one
of the luxury typically
used by world leaders.
He smiled and waved as
he left for the Vatican’s
diplomatic mission in
Jakarta.

The pope was due
to have a relaxing day
in Jakarta on Tuesday
following the long flight
from Rome, then meet
President Joko Widodo
on Wednesday in the

minister, and a traditional bouquet from two children.

first major set piece of
his visit to the world’s
most populous Muslim-
majority country.

Catholics currently rep-
resent fewer than three
per cent of the popula-
tion of Indonesia -- about
eight million people,
compared with the 87
per cent, or 242 million,
who are Muslim.

But they are one of six
officially recognised reli-
gions or denominations
in the secular nation,
including Protestant-
ism, Buddhism, Hindu-
ism and Confucianism.

On Thursday, Francis
will meet representa-
tives of all six at Istiglal
Mosque, the largest in
Southeast Asia and a
symbol of religious co-
existence.

Itis linked via a “tunnel
of friendship” to the
cathedral across the
road, where Christians
in recent days have
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been taking selfies with
a life-sized cutout of the
pope.

He will then host a
mass and deliver a
sermon at Indonesia’s
80,000-seater national
football stadium.

Joint declaration

Despite Indonesia’s
official recognition of
different faiths, there are
concerns about growing
discrimination, including
against Christians, with

[d A
local Catholics hoping
the pope will speak out.

But Michel Chambon,
a theologian and anthro-
pologist at the National
University of Singapore,
said the pope would
press a wider message
he had already delivered
in other Muslim-majority
countries, from Iraq to
Bahrain, Turkey and
Morocco.

The visit “is not really
aimed at Catholics in

Indonesia” but is intend-
ed to highlight the global
importance of Islamic-
Christian dialogue, he
told agency.

That message was
already being felt by
some in Jakarta.

“When there’s an
event like this, we enjoy
it because when it's
our religious events,
they (Catholics) also
show tolerance to us,”
said Ranggi Prathita, a
34-year-old Muslim who
has been selling cus-
tomised Pope t-shirts.

“We all respect each
other.”

The country’s religious
affairs ministry has also
hailed the visit as a
symbol of Indonesia’s
religious diversity.

At the Istiglal Mosque,
Pope Francis will sign
a joint declaration with
its grand imam that will
focus on “dehumanisa-
tion”, notably the spread

of violence and conflict,
as well as environmental
degradation, according
to the Indonesian bish-
ops’ Conference.

Francis has repeatedly
urged the world to do
more to combat climate
change and mitigate its
effects -- including rising
sea levels, which threat-
en Jakarta.

Indonesia has experi-
enced terrorist attacks
over recent decades,
including bombings on
the resort island of Bali
by Islamist militants in
2002 that left 202 people
dead.

Security has been
stepped up for the
pope’s visit, with roads
around key sites where
he is scheduled to
visit being re-routed or
closed.

Fragile health

His trip to Indonesia is
the third ever by a pope
and the first since John

Paul Il in 1989.

Originally planned for
2020 but postponed due
to the Covid pandemic,
the visit takes place just
three months before his
88th birthday.

The Argentine now
routinely uses a wheel-
chair to move around,
underwent hernia sur-
gery last year and has
been plagued by respi-
ratory issues.

He has not travelled
abroad since visiting
Marseille in France in
September last year,
having cancelled a
planned address at
United Nations cli-
mate talks in Dubai two
months later.

He will be travelling
to Indonesia with his
personal doctor and
two nurses, but Vati-
can spokesman Matteo
Bruni said this is normal,
saying no extra precau-
tions were in place.
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DPS Jammu solemnizes Investiture
Geremony

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Delhi
Public School (DPS)
Jammu solemnized its
26th Investiture Ceremo-
ny with full zeal, zest and
enthusiasm. The theme
for the Investiture Cere-
mony 2024-25 was ‘Sank-
alp se Siddhi ki aur-Lead
to Inspire.” The Guests of
Honour for the event were
the prestigious alumni of
DPS Jammu- Archit Puri
(Batch 2006-07), Nandan
Gupta (Batch 2017-18),
Aman Talla (Batch 2007-
08), Sahaj Sabharwal
(Batch2019-20).

Also present on the
occasion were, Parents of
the student cabinet, Prin-
cipal, staff and students
of the school.

The ceremony com-
menced with the welcom-
ing of the dignitaries and
the parents, followed by
a mellifluous group song
‘Insaan ho Insaaniyat ke
kaam hi karna’ by the
school choir.

The adorning and
swearing in of the mem-
bers of the student coun-
cil of DPS Jammu was a
solemn ceremony, con-
ferring authority to the
prefectorial board com-
prising of 108 young

leaders, who were
elected after scrutinous
interviewing and selec-
tion. The ceremony was
a representation of the
reliance and confidence
that the school consigns
in the newly invested
office bearers.

The badges and sashes
were adorned on the
young shoulders by the
school management,
the chief guests, Princi-

pal and other dignitaries

present on the occasion.

The Dipsites also
enthralled the audience
with a mesmerizing
poetry of footsteps, which
was a blend of Bharat-
natyam and Kathak.

Enhancing the elegance
of the occasion, the DIP-
SITES graced the stage
with a mesmerizing
jugalbandi of Rajasthani
folk music, accompanied
by the table rhythms of
Gunnat Singh (VII) and
the melodious harmoni-
um tunes of Uday Krish-
na (VIII) which not only
added an extra layer of
artistic splendour to the
event but also resonated
with the essence of our
cultural heritage.

It was a proud moment
for all the parents of the
newly elected cabinet
members to witness their
children being invested
with great responsibilities
while embarking on a new
journey as leaders.

Principal-DPS Jammu,
Ruchi Chabra, in her
address, delineated the
school’s vision and phi-
losophy and lauded the
pivotal role of all three
founding pillars of the
school management—

Ajatshatru Singh-Presi-
dent RCT, Pro-Vice Chair-
person, Dr. Ritu Singh,
and Founder Director,
S.S. Sodhi in bringing
the school to the heights
it has achieved over the
past quarter century. She
also appreciated the con-
tributions of the teaching
and non-teaching staff,
members of the core
school administration, as
well as all past Principals
and Administrators for
their vital roles in laying
the strong foundation of
the school.

She further acknowl-
edged the unwavering
support of the parents
in the school’s progress.
Further, she administered
the oath to the newly
inducted Student Cabinet
2024-25, wherein the stu-
dents pledged to uphold
the school’'s motto, ‘Ser-
vice Before Self,” with loy-
alty, honesty, and dedi-
cation. The magnificent
spectacle of the young
leaders on stage, donning
their mantle of account-
ability and taking the oath
of responsibility, was truly
graceful and enthralling.

The speeches by the
Head Boys-Prasann
Sharma & Momin Adnan

2024-2025
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and the Head Girls-Mayra
Nargotra & Samiksha Rai
reaffirmed the diligence
and dedication with which
the new student council
would function and moti-
vated the newly elected
members to take up their
task with zeal and enthu-
siasm.

A march past of the
newly elected Student
Council, holding the
house flags in their hands
was carried out in perfect
synchronization with the
beat of the School Band
and the School Anthem.

The fluttering of the five
house flags: Chenab,
Ganga, Jhelum, Tawi &
Yamuna lent a jubilant
ambience for the vibrant
students.

The formal Vote of
Thanks was presented
by Ms. Meenu Gupta,
Headmistress, wherein,
she expressed gratitude
to all attendees, faculty
members, parents and
students for their pres-
ence and support.

The whole programme
was compered by Diva
Anand (XlI-H) & Ayn
Bhola (XI-A) along with
Tanzeel. The ceremony
ended with the National
Anthem followed by the
group photograph.

President-RCT,
Ajatshatru Singh, Pro-
Vice Chairperson, Dr.
Ritu Singh, and Director,
S.S Sodhi extended their
best wishes to the newly
elected members of the
Student Cabinet, their
parents and blessed the
children on the path of
their duties successfully.

MP Gulam Ali Commends Sheetal
Devi’s Achievements

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU,
Sep 3: Senior BJP leader
and Member of Parlia-
ment (Rajya Sabha), Er.
Gulam Ali Khatana, has
extended his heartfelt
congratulations to para-
athletes Sheetal Devi and
Rakesh Kumar for their
outstanding performance
at the ongoing Paris Para-
lympics. The duo clinched
the Bronze medal in the
Mixed Team Compound
Open Archery event,
bringing immense pride
to the nation.

“At just 17 years old,
Sheetal Devi, hailing from
the Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir, has
already carved a name
for herself in the world of
para-archery. Her accom-
plishments on the global
stage have been nothing
short of extraordinary”,
the MP Er. Gulam Ali
Khatana said in his state-
ment, and added, “In the
2022 Asian Para Games,
Sheetal showcased her
exceptional talent by
winning two gold medals
and one silver medal, a
feat that earned her the
prestigious Arjuna Award.

Rural India skill enhancement program launched

CHANDIGARH, Sep 3
(Agencies): Rural India
Skill Enhancement (RISE)
program was launched in
Haryana by Syngenta on
Tuesday. The program
will provide 1 lakh youth
to prepare them for agri-
culture related livelihood
opportunities.

Speaking during the
occasion, company
global CEO Jeff Rowe
said, “We are intensely
focused on improving
water use efficiency,
increasing productiv-
ity of degraded land and
increasing carbon stor-

age in soil,”

Rowe also participated
in drone spraying dem-
onstrations and comple-
mented Haryana’s farm-
ers, especially women
drone pilots, for embrac-
ing new technologies with
such ease and passion.

According to Susheel
Kumar, Country Head
and Managing Director
Syngenta India ,"Syn-
gentais at the forefront of
driving digital applications
in agriculture, and among
others, its Cropwise digi-
tal platform is an all-in-
one farming solution. We

are intensely focussed
on improving water use
efficiency, increasing pro-
ductivity of degraded land
and increasing carbon
storage in soil.”

Rowe also highlighted
that as the world’s most
local agricultural technol-
ogy partner, Syngenta
strives to transform agri-
culture through tailor-
made solutions that sup-
port and enable farmers
across the world to adopt
regenerative agricultural
practices, for the benefit
of farmers, society and
our planet.

Today, with this latest vic-
tory at the Paris Paralym-
pics, she has once again
demonstrated her unwav-
ering dedication and skill.”

Khatana praised the
athletes for their exem-
plary team spirit, which
played a crucial role in
securing the Bronze
medal for India. “Con-
gratulations to Sheetal
Devi and Rakesh Kumar
on winning the Bronze in
Mixed Team Compound
Open Archery. Sheetal,
the daughter of our soil,
has brought laurels not
only for Jammu and
Kashmir but also for the
entire country. She has
demonstrated remarkable
dexterity and determina-
tion, qualities that have
made her an inspiration
to countless young ath-
letes,” said Khatana.

He further added, “India
is delighted by this feat.
Sheetal’s journey is a
testament to the resil-
ience and potential of our
youth, particularly those
from Jammu and Kash-
mir. Her success serves
as a beacon of hope for
aspiring athletes across
the region and the coun-
try. The nation stands
united in celebrating this
incredible achievement.”

Er. Gulam Ali Khatana,
known for his commit-
ment to the welfare and
development of Jammu
and Kashmir, has always
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been a strong advocate
for promoting sports and
supporting athletes from
the region. He believes
that sports have the
power to unite commu-
nities, foster a spirit of
excellence, and empower
individuals to overcome
challenges. “Sheetal
Devi’s victory is a shining
example of what can be
achieved when determi-
nation meets opportunity.
It is a proud moment for
Jammu and Kashmir, and
| hope her success will
inspire many more young
talents from the region to
pursue their dreams in
sports,” he remarked.

The BJP leader also
acknowledged the efforts
of coaches, support staff,
and the families of the
athletes, whose encour-
agement and guidance
have been instrumental
in their success. He reit-
erated his commitment
to working towards cre-
ating more opportunities
and facilities for budding
athletes in Jammu and
Kashmir, ensuring they
have the resources and
support needed to excel
at the highest levels.

As the nation continues
to celebrate the achieve-
ments of its para-athletes,
Er. Gulam Ali Khatana'’s
words of praise and
encouragement reflect
the immense pride and
joy felt by every Indian.
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Rahul Gandhi to Kick Off
y

Congress’s JK Poll Cam-

naign with Twin Rallies

Kharge, Rahul hold
meeting with AICC Sec-
retaries, Joint Secys to
strengthen organisa-

tion

September 18.

Gandhi will then fly to the Dooru area of
Anantnag district, where he will address
another rally in support of Congress Gen-
eral Secretary and former minister Ghulam
Ahmed Mir, who is contesting the Dooru
assembly segment.

The Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha will return to Delhi in the evening
from Srinagar, he said.

Karra exuded confidence that Gandhi’s
campaign will give a new impetus to the
party’s public outreach during the elections
and improve its poll prospects.

Ghulam Ahmed Mir, Vikar Rasool Wani,
and former Jammu and Kashmir Congress
chief Peerzada Mohammad Syed are con-
testing in the first phase of the elections.

According to the seat-sharing pact
reached by the National Conference (NC)
and Congress, the former will contest 51
seats and the latter 32 seats. The two par-
ties will have friendly contests on five seats
and they left one seat each for the CPI(M)
and the Panthers Party.respective states.

Pranav Jha and Gaurav Pandhi, who are
Coordinators in the office of the Congress
president, were made AICC secretaries.

While Vineet Punia, who is an AICC sec-
retary in the party’s communication depart-
ment, was given the same responsibility,
Ruchira Chaturvedi was appointed secre-
tary in the department along with him.

Two former MLAs of Rajasthan, Danish
Abrar and Divya Maderna, were also
appointed secretaries for Delhi and Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh respectively.

Former president of All India Mahila Con-
gress Netta D’Souza, former NSUI presi-
dent Neeraj Kundan and Naveen Sharma
would work as AICC secretaries along with
Venugopal.

Manoj Tyagi and Sushant Mishra were
appointed joint secretaries in the admin-
istration.

A party leader said those working in the
organisation and who have been loyal to
the party had been rewarded in the rejig.

The meeting comes ahead of assembly
polls in Haryana and Jammu and Kash-

mir and then followed by Maharashtra and
Jharkhand later this year.

11 lives lost in August

militancy-related inci-

dents in Jammu Kash-
mir

CRPF Inspector, lost their lives in the line
of duty. Additionally, a civilian was killed,
and another sustained injuries. Besides,
4 soldiers and a Village Defense Guard
member also suffered injuries in militancy-
related incidents.

On the other hand, the joint forces neu-
tralized at least 5 militants, including an
unidentified militant killed in a shootout in
Sopore. Among these 5 militants, 3 were
infiltrators. The joint forces also foiled sev-
eral infiltration bids along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Tanghdar and Machil Sectors
of North Kashmir.

Encounters broke out at various loca-
tions, including Kokarnag, Udhampur,
Doda, Kupwara, and Rajouri. BSF person-
nel also killed an alleged intruder in the
Samba region.

The month saw a total of 9 encounters,
with multiple locations witnessing the
exchange of fire between militants and
joint forces.

In brief, the month of August in Jammu
and Kashmir witnessed 11 human casual-
ties which included an intruder, 3 soldiers,
a civilian, 2 militants, a CRPF officer, and
3 infiltrators.

J-K nolis: Gong leader
threatens to contest as
Independent against 0mar
Abdullah

permitted in the Ganderbal constituency
similar to the arrangements in other con-
stituencies,” Sahil Farooq said.

He, however, added that if his party does
not allow such a contest, he will consider
running as an independent candidate,
though he will remain a loyal Congress
worker.

He has expressed dismay over what he
calls ‘continuous neglect’ of local leaders
in Ganderbal.

“l am loyal to the party, but the people of
Ganderbal are facing hardships,” he said.

Farooq alleged that Ganderbal has
always been kept out of the decision-
making process with outsiders often being
imposed on the constituency.

“Why is Ganderbal always forced to
accept outsiders? Our local leaders have
never been given a fair chance. If the Con-
gress leadership does not make a decision

by this evening, T will proceed to contest
independently, but my commitment to the
Congress party will remain unchanged. |
am doing this for my downtrodden people.”

He wanted the Congress leadership to
give him a chance to represent Ganderbal
in a friendly contest.

If he finally chooses to stand as an inde-
pendent candidate against Omar Abdullah,
that decision could affect the dynamics of
the electoral alliance between the NC and
the Congress.

Govt orders transfers,
postings in Finance
Department

and posted as AO, Deputy Commission-
er, Office Shopian vice Omer Javaid. He
shall also hold the charge of AO, Municipal
Council Shopian.

Tarig Ahmad Shah, AO, Deputy Com-
missioner Office Srinagar is transferred
and posted as AO, Sr. Superintendent of
Police Budgam vice Abdul Lateef Malik. He
shall also hold the charge of AO, Munici-
pal Council Budgam in addition to his own
duties till further orders .

Mohammad Igbal Mir AO Doodpathri
Tourism Authority is transferred and
posted as AO, Development to AO, KPDCL
Bijbehara.

Shamim Ajaz, AO, Senior Superintendent
of Police, Sopore with additional charge of
Municipal

Council Sopore shall await orders of
adjustment in the Directorate General of
Accounts

and Treasuries J&K.

Mushtag Ahmad Mir, AO, Sr. Superinten-
dent of Police, Ganderbal with additional
charge of Municipal

Council Ganderbal is transferred and
posted as AO, Deputy Commissioner
Office Anantnag vice Mir Hilal Ahmed. He
shall also hold the charge of Verinag Tour-
ism Development Authority and Kokenag
Tourism Development Authority in addition
to his own duties till further orders.

Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Rather AO, Deputy
Commissioner Office Dandiporn with addi-
tional charge of

SSP Office Bandipora is transferred and
posted as AO, Sr. Superintendent of Police.
Gandcrbal vice Mushtaqg Ahmad Mir. He
shall also hold the charge of AO, Municipal
Council Ganderbal in addition to his own
duties till further orders.

Abdul Rashid Shah, Accounts Officer
Municipal Council Bandipora shall hold the
charge of J\O Sr.

Superintendent of Police Bandipora in
addition to his own duties till further orders.

Bashir Ahmed Sheikh. AO, Deputy Com-
missioner Office. Ganderbal is trans-
ferred and posted as AO Treasury Officer
Sumbal.

Zahoor Ahmad Khan, AO, DFO Srinagar
with additional charge AO Joint Director

Funds Organization Kashmir is transferred
and posted as AO. Deputy Commissioner
Office Ganderbal vice Bashir Ahmad

Sheikh. He shall also hold the charge of
Manasbal Tourism Development Author-
ity and Sonamarg Tourism Development
Authority in addition to his own duties till
further orders.

Mohd Yasin Soft, AO Wular Manasbal
Tourism Development Authority with Addi-
tional charge Treasury Sumbal shall await
orders of adjustment in the Directorate
General of Accounts and Treasury J&K.

Zahoor Ahmad War, AO, (Prob).
Sonamarg, Tourism Development Author-
ity is transferred and posted as AO (Prob.).
Sr. Superintendent of Police Sopore vice
Shamim Ajaz. He shall also hold the charge
of AO. Municipal Council Sopore. in addi-
tion to his own duties till further orders.

UrsilaTabasum, AO (Prob.), J&K Cable
Car Corporation LTD shall hold the charge
of AO,

Gulmarg Tourism Development Author-
ity in addition to her own duties till further
orders.

Nazir Ahmad Sofi, I/C AO (Treasury
Officer), Treasury Beerwah is transferred
and posted as1/C AO. Div. Commissioner
Kashmir vice Showkat Imran.

Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir, 1/C AO Deputy Com-
missioner office, Pulwama shall hold the
charge of AO

Municipal Council Pulwama and AO. Sr.
Superintendent of Police Pulwama in addi-
tion to his own

duties till further orders.

Mr. Hilal Ahmed, 1/C AO. Deputy Com-
missioner Office. Anantnag is transferred
and posted I/C AO, Deputy Commissioner
Office Kulgam vice Javed Igbal Hakim. He
shall also hold the charge of AO, Aharbal
Tourism Development authority in addition
to his own duties till further orders.

Mushtaqg Ahmad Dar I/C AO Senior
Superintendent of Police Kulgam shall hold
the charge of AO,

Municipal Council Kulgam in addition to
his own duties till further orders.

Abdul Lateef Malik, I/C Accounts Officer,
SSP Budgam with additional charge of
Municipal Council

Budgam is transferred and posted as
I/C AO, Dy. Director Audit and Inspections
Kashmir against available vacancy.

Mohd Igbal Rather I/C Accounts Officer
Yousmarg Tourism Development Author-
ity. is transferred and posted as I/C AO,
Deputy Commissioner Office Srinagar vice
Tarig Ahmad Shah.

Nazir Ahmed Zargar, I/C AO State Taxes
Srinagar. is transferred and posted as
I/C AO, Yousmarg Tourism Development
Authority vice Mohd Igbal Rather. He shall
also hold the charge of Doodpathri Tourism
Development Authority in addition to his
own duties till further orders.

Javaid Ahmad Wani, I/C Accounts Officer
Municipal Council Baramulla with addition-
al charge of

SSP Office Baramulla is transferred and

posted as I/C AO, Deputy Commissioner
Office Kupwara. He shall also hold the
charge of AO, Municipal Council Kupwara
and Lolab—Bangus Tourism Dev. Author-
ity, in addition to his own duties till further
orders.

Abdul Rashid Malik, I/C AO, Municipal
Council Kupwara with additional Charge
of Deputy

Commissioner Office Kupwara is trans-
ferred and posted as I/C AO, Sr. Superin-
tendent of Police, Baramulla. He shall also
hold the charge of AO, Municipal Council
Baramulla in addition to his own duties till
further orders.

Mohd Akbar Dar I/C AO, Gulmarg Devel-
opment Authority is transferred and posted
as I/C AO, Deputy Commissioner Office
Bandipora vice Gh. Mohi-udDin Rather.

The Officers shall be deemed to have
been relieved with immediate effect.

No leave of any kind due shall be granted
till the election process is not over, except
in extreme exigencies which shall be decid-
ed by the concerned Leave Sanctioning
Authority where the officer is transferred
or posted, the order added.

MeT Predicts Weather
Improvement in JK, Rain on
Septemher 6-7

Kokernag 24.6mm, Qazigund 21.9mm,
Batote 17.8mm, Pahalgam 16.5mm, Gul-
marg 9.0mm, Kupwara 4.5mm and Sri-
nagar 2.9mm, a meteorological depart-
mentofficial said.

Regarding the forecast for next 24 hours,
he said, generally cloudy weather with
light to moderate rain/thundershower was
expected at many places till late afternoon
today and “gradual improvement there-
after”.

As regards Wednesday and Thursday, he
said, generally dry weather was expected
along with brief showers at isolated places.

“A spell of light to moderate rain at scat-
tered places is expected on September
6-7,” he said, adding, “Generally dry
weather with brief showers at isolated
places was likely between 8-15 Septem-
ber.”

The MeT office also issued advisory
about intense showers at few places and
said that the same may lead to “flash
floods/landslides/mudslides/shooting
stones over few vulnerable places.”

There is possibility of hailstorm with gusty
winds at isolated places, he said,

“Trekkers, tourists and local travellers
are advised to plan accordingly.”

Regarding minimum temperature, he
said, 17.8°C, Qazigund 15.6°C, Pahal-
gam 13.7°C, Kupwara 16.1°C, Kokernag
14.7°C, Gulmarg 9.4°C, Jammu 22.0°C,
Banihal 16.6°C, Batote 16.5°C, Bhader-
wah 15.6°C and Kathua 25.0°C.




10

LOCAL

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, September 03, 2024

NG always remain on forefront in ensuring

equitable develnnment of J&K: Bimia Luthra

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Sep 3:
Bimla Luthra, former
MLA and State Vice
President of the Women
Wing, Jammu and Kash-
mir National Confer-
ence (JKNC), chaired a
women’s convention at
Village Badali, District
Udhampur.

The event was orga-
nized as part of the party’s
preparations for the ensu-
ing Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.

A large number of
women from various parts
of the district attended the
convention, demonstrat-
ing their support for the
National Conference.

In her address, Bimla
Luthra threw light on the
key achievements of the

National Conference

during its regimes in the
erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir.

She emphasized that
the National Conference
has always worked tire-
lessly for the welfare of
the people, with a particu-
lar focus on the upliftment
of women.

“The National Confer-

ence has been at the fore-
front of ensuring equitable
development in Jammu
and Kashmir. Itis the only
party that can address the
unique needs and aspi-
rations of our people,”
Luthra remarked.

“Our manifesto reflects
our deep commitment to
the women of Jammu and
Kashmir. We are pledging

Rs 5,000 for the elderly
female of each house-
hold of EWS , Provide
1 lakh jobs for the J&K
Youths, 200 free elec-
tricity units for domestic
consumption, free travel
for women in state trans-
port, and One LPG cyl-
inders per month to each
households of EWS,” she
added.

Sunil Verma District
President Udhampur
Urban highlighted various
initiatives launched during
the National Conference’s
tenure, benefiting women
and the wider population.

He expressed con-
fidence that only the
National Conference can
lead Jammu and Kashmir
towards a prosperous and
peaceful future. He also
outlined key promises

made in the party’s mani-
festo for the upcoming
polls, which include sig-
nificant provisions for the
empowerment of women.

Joginder Kour, District
Vice President Jammu
Urban Women wing
JKNC urged the people
to support and vote for
National Conference can-
didates in the upcoming
Assembly elections, with
an aim to bring positive
change and ensure that
the party’s pro-people
policies are implemented.

Among those wjo were
present, Gurmeet Singh,
Amarnath, Capt Rattan
Singh, Manmohan Verma,
Ch Abdul Rashid, Capt
Nand Lal Verma, Ashok
Sharma, Akash Verma,
Mohni Devi, Razia Akhtar
and Savitri Devi.

Apni Party holds election rallies at

Top News Report

MARH, Sep 3: Apni
Party has intensified its
election campaign in
Marh Constituency in
favour of the candidate,
Bodh Raj Bhagat, also
Party’s J&K President
SC Wing.

As per a press release,
the Party leaders held
a series of meetings
at Suhanjana in Marh

Marh Assembly Constltuency

assembly constituency
in support of the Party
candidate, Bodh Raj
Bhagat.

One of such meetings
was organized by the
Provincial Vice President
of the Women Wing,
Neelam Gupta in support
of the Party candidate.

The meeting was also
attended by Provincial
Vice President, Ex-MLA
Faqir Nath, Provincial

Vice President of the
Women Wing, Neelam
Gupta, Senior District
President Jammu District
Urban, Vaibhav Mattoo,
Dalbir Singh, and others.

The leaders sought
vote and support of the
people in favour of Bodh
Raj Bhagat, explaining
the welfare schemes that
would be implemented if
the Party forms the Govt
in Jammu and Kashmir.

SVEEP Awareness program Veteran KP leader H.N. Jattu passes away

Career Guidance Workshop

organized in CSU

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: A one
day workshop on “Career
Guidance and Life Vision-
ing” was organized under
the joint aegis of Central
Sanskrit University, Shri
Ranbir Campus, Kot-
Bhalwal, Jammu and DHI
Academy, Bengaluru.

On this occasion, the
keynote speaker, Kavya
Ananth, founder of DHI
Academy, gave detailed
information to the stu-
dents about various
areas of career, self-
confidence, goal setting,
guidance, identifying
one’s own shortcomings
and removing them.

She said that goals
are not big or small, if
a person has self-con-
fidence then even the
biggest goals can be
achieved. If there is lack
of self-confidence, then
even small goals cannot
be achieved.

During the interaction
with the speakers, stu-
dents also asked a lot of
questions and got their

answers. Besides, she
also cleared the doubts
and removed the appre-
hensions of the students
regarding the selection of
other subjects along with
Sanskrit subject for the
preparation of Civil Ser-
vices. Special speaker of
the day, Vinay R. high-
lighted about the obsta-
cles and opportunities
related to career guid-
ance in the student life.

He said that before
selecting any course, the
candidate should know
about the job opportuni-
ties, companies offering
the job, salary, required
skills and how long the
career opportunity can
be maintained.

Campus Director Prof.
Shreedhar Mishra said
that organising such kind
of workshops for career
guidance and counseling
is commendable.

Such an event will make
it easier for the children
as well as parents who
are less aware to choose
their career. This will be
very beneficial for them in

shaping their future.

The workshop was
inaugurated by lightening
the lamp by the guests.
The invocation was done
by Dr. Anayamani Tripathi
of the Veda Department.

Welcoming the guests,
Prof. Satish Kumar
Kapoor said that the
career related knowl-
edge given to the stu-
dent makes the stu-
dents’ future bright and
strengthens the students’
academic level and think-
ing. He said that it is the
main duty of the univer-
sity to provide educa-
tion related to the career
advancement, future
education and employ-
ment trends to the stu-
dents at the appropriate
time.

Technical supportin the
program was given by
Dr. Ashish Kumar, Akhil
Sharma, Tirupati Bala,
and Manoj Abrol. On this
occasion, Dr. Rishiraj, Dr.
Pramod Kumar Shukla,
Dr. Ratan Kumar, Dr. Raj-
kumar, Der. Gopal Verma,
Dr. Yogendra Kumar
Dixit, Dr. Pradeep Dixit,
Dr. Pradeep Mishra, Dr.
Kamal Kishor, Dr. Shweta
Sood, Dr. Sarvesh Tripa-
thi along with other teach-
ers and students of the
campus were present in
large numbers.

Dr. Madan Kumar Jha
thanked the guests. The
program was efficiently
conducted by Dr. Bipin
Bihari Dubey.

held at Khanyar to boost
voter participation
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Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Sep 3:
An awareness program
aimed at promoting elec-
toral participation was
held today at the Gov-
ernment Girls Higher
Secondary School Khan-
yar, under the System-
atic Voters’ Education
and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP) initiative.
The event, designed to
enhance voter awareness
and encourage maximum
turnout in the upcoming
assembly elections, was
attended by students,
local citizens, and other
stakeholders.

The program was super-
vised by Aijaz Ahmad
Shah, Returning Officer
for the 20-Khanyar con-
stituency, Syed Shahid
Hussain Shirazi, Assis-
tant Returning Officer
for the 20-Khanyar con-
stituency, and Waheeda

Sheikh, Principal of the
school and the SVEEP
Nodal Officer.

A rally, led by Syed
Shahid Hussain Shirazi,
Waheeda Sheikh, and
Naib Tehsildar Khanyar
Shah Asif Mohammad,
was held from the school
premises to the main
chowk in Khanyar. The
event focused on engag-
ing the youth and first-
time voters, highlighting
their crucial role in the
democratic process.

During the program,
officials provided detailed
information about the
election process and
emphasized the impor-
tance of exercising the
right to vote. They urged
all eligible voters to par-
ticipate actively in the
forthcoming elections,
reinforcing the signifi-
cance of each vote in
shaping the future of the
region.

JU to celebrate Foundation Day w1th major milestones, new initiatives: VC

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
University of Jammu is
set to mark its Foundation
Day with a celebration of
significant achievements
and the introduction of
new initiatives that high-
light its dedication to aca-
demic excellence, cultural
preservation, and innova-
tive education.

Vice Chancellor Prof
Umesh Rai shared the
University’s impressive
accomplishments, noting
its rise in the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF-2024),
where it secured the 50th
position in the University
Category and 23rd among
State Public Universi-
ties. He also highlighted
the Business School’s
success, ranking 18th
in The Week’s Govern-
ment B-School category,
solidifying its reputation
as a leading management
institution.

In a bid to protect and
promote the rich cultural
heritage of the Jammu
region, Prof Rai intro-
duced “Jammuriyat,” a
thematic series designed
to preserve, celebrate
and disseminate local tra-
ditions. This initiative not
only aims to safeguard
Jammu’s culture but also
to strengthen the Univer-
sity’s connection with the
community.

Prof Rai also spoke
about “Goonj-2024,” an
initiative aimed at encour-
aging the holistic develop-
ment of students through

a combination of cultural,
sports, and academic
activities. He emphasized
the impact of the newly
implemented Samarth
ERP system, poised to
enhance efficiency and
transparency across the
University’s administra-
tive processes.
Highlighting the Univer-
sity’s collaborative efforts,
Prof Rai informed about
the partnerships with key
organizations such as the
Office of the Chief Elector-
al Officer, J&K, the FICCI
Ladies Organization J&K
and Ladakh Chapter, and
the Airports Authority of
India. These collabora-
tions aim to advance elec-
toral awareness, empow-
er women, and provide
students with unique
internship opportunities.
Additionally, new agree-
ments with BSE Institute
Limited and Growbyte IT
Providers Pvt. Ltd. will
further develop skills in
finance and technology.
On the infrastructure
front, Prof. Rai noted the
completion of several
major projects, including
the Innovation Tower, a
new facility for the Depart-
ment of Journalism &
Mass Media, and the
Madan Mohan Malaviya
Teachers’ Training Centre.

The University has also
embraced sustainability,
implementing eco-friendly
initiatives like the digitiza-
tion of campus flora, the
introduction of e-vehicles,
and the creation of verti-
cal gardens from recycled
materials. He also shared
the upcoming project of a
lecturer hall complex to be
constructed in the Univer-
sity.

In the academic arena,
the University has
launched the “GYANAN-
JALI Journal,” a pio-
neering publication for
language scholars. Addi-
tionally, the Dhanwantri
Library now features a QR
Code System to enhance
resource accessibility for
both students and faculty.

In a significant academic
development, Prof Rai
announced the upcoming
introduction of a range of
undergraduate programs
under the “Design Your
Degree” initiative. This
program, aligned with the
NEP 2020, offers students
the flexibility to tailor their
academic journey accord-
ing to their interests and
career goals.

To commemorate the
Foundation Day, the Uni-
versity will also launch
its monthly newslet-
ter “Jammu University

Times”, an initiative of
the Medla Cell of the Uni-
versity, which will provide
updates on the Univer-
sity’s activities, achieve-
ments, and events, serv-
ing as a key resource for
the University community.

Others who spoke
during the event includ-
ed Prof. Neelu Rohmetra,
Dean Research Studies
who spoke of the path
breaking research initia-
tives, including Research
Policy and Research
Manual, among others.
Prof. Anju Bhasin, Dean
Academic Affairs shared
the increased integra-
tion of technology in the
academics of the Uni-
versity through LMS,
Prof. Parkash C. Anthal,
Dean Student Welfare

acquainted the media
about the evolved format
of the flagship programme
of Display Your Talent
taking it to zonal level
for more participation by
remote colleges Prof.
Rahul Gupta, Registrar
spoke about the various
initiatives and achieve-
ments by the University
marking its presence in
the National Academia.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks from
Prof. Garima Gupta, Head,
Department of Journalism
and Media Studies. Among
others present included
with Prof. Dushyant Rai,
Dr. Suvidha Khanna and
Dr. Pradeep Bali.The
event was well conducted
by Mansi Mantoo Media
Officer JU.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
Kashmiri Pandit (KP)
community mourns the
loss of one of its most
esteemed and firebrand
leaders, H.N. Jattu, Presi-
dent of the All India Kash-
miri Pandit Conference
(AIKPC), who passed
away in the early hours
today at his residence in
Faridabad.

Jattu, known for his
unwavering dedication
and fiery advocacy for
the rights of the Kashmiri
Pandit community, leaves
behind a legacy of resil-
ience, activism and com-
passion.

Jattu’s contributions to
the Kashmiri Pandit com-
munity can never be for-
gotten.

A formidable leader,he
played a key role in sever-
al significant movements,
including the historic
Parmeshwari Agitation,

which was instrumental
in advancing the cause of
displaced Kashmiri Pan-
dits.

His relentless efforts
also facilitated the estab-
lishment of businesses in
and around New Delhi,
providing livelihood oppor-
tunities to countless mem-
bers of the community.

In response to Jattu’'s
passing, an emergency
meeting of the AIKPC’s
executive members was
convened, presided over
by the Working President,
Kuldeep Kashmiri.

During the meeting, Kul-
deep Kashmiri expressed
profound grief over the
loss, stating, this is a mon-
umental loss for the com-
munity. Jattu’s absence
will leave a void that can
never be filled.

The meeting was attend-
ed by key figures of the
organization, including
General Secretary M.K.
Raina, Comrade Mohan

Lal Raina, Youth Wing
President Ravinder Koul,
M.L. Misri, Shiban Koul,
Ramesh Raina, Ashok
Bhat, Bansi Lal Bhat &
Bharat Kachroo.

The attendees paid trib-
ute to Jattu’s legacy, high-
lighting his pivotal role in
the community’s struggles
and his tireless work to
secure a better future for
displaced Kashmiri Pan-
dits.

The meeting concluded
with a Shanti prayer for
the departed soul and the
extension of heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved
family.

H.N. Jattu’s passing
marks the end of an era,
but his legacy will contin-
ue to inspire generations
to come. The commu-
nity stands united in this
moment of grief, honoring
the life and contributions
of a leader who dedicated
his life to the service of
others.

BJP OBC Morcha launches Nukkad

meetings in Jammu East

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: The
BJP OBC Morcha has
commenced a series of
Nukkad (street corner)
meetings in Jammu East,
starting with an initial
meeting in Ward No. 17.

The program, held at
New Plot, was spear-
headed by Rakesh
Pandey, Mandal Presi-
dent OBC, and saw sig-
nificant participation from
BJP leaders and activists.

The meeting was graced
by Chaman Kapoor,
Mayor of Manali, Himach-
al Pradesh, and Braham
Jyot Satti, Incharge BJP
OBC Morcha for Jammu
and Kashmir UT. Key fig-
ures including Ashok Sal-
gotra (Dist President OBC
Morcha), Perveen Badyal
(Vice President OBC),
Ajay Mehra (Mandal Vice
President OBC), Subash
Prajapati (Senior BJP
Leader), Madan Gopal
Toni (Senior BJP Leader),
Robin Kumar (Mandal
President SC Morcha),
and several prominent
women leaders also
attended.

During the event, lead-

ers interacted with local
residents and empha-
sized the BJP’s commit-
ment to public welfare
and its proactive stance
on local issues. They
assured attendees that
the BJP is dedicated to
advocating for Jammu’s
interests and serving its
people.

Chaman Kapoor high-
lighted various central
government schemes
aimed at OBCs, such
as the Sukanya Yojana,
Ujjwala Yojana, and
MSME loan schemes,
particularly beneficial for
women. He underscored
how BJP’s policies have
transformed Jammu and
Kashmir, making it a more
accessible and attractive
destination for visitors

since 2014.

Braham Jyot Satti
spoke about the BJP
OBC Morcha'’s dedication
to serving all segments of
society and its ongoing
social initiatives across
Jammu and Kashmir.
He recalled the party’s
role as a frontline war-
rior during the COVID-
19 pandemic, providing
essential services while
other parties remained
inactive.

Satti also urged the
public to take advantage
of the numerous govern-
ment schemes available
to assist those in need,
reinforcing the BJP’s
commitment to serving
the community and pro-
moting the nation’s inter-
ests.

Rekha Mahajan urges BJP cadre to launch intensive door to door campaign

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
prominent leader Rekha
Mahajan, today called
upon party workers to
mobilize youth support for
the BJP in the assembly
polls in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The meeting saw the
presence of National Vice
President Mahila Morcha
Pooja Kapil Mishra, Prab-
hari Jammu South Ayod-
hya Gupta, BJP leader
Brijeshwar Singh Rana,
Ex District President
Munish Khajuria, District
Vice President Vikram

Sharma, District General
Secretary Akash Chopra.
The meeting was orga-
nized by Mandal Presi-
dent Bikram Sandhu in
Jammu South.

Rekha Mahajan empha-
sized the importance of
strengthening the party’s
grassroots presence and
engaging with voters
to ensure a resound-
ing victory of BJP. She
encouraged BJP cadre
to Increase door-to-
door outreach and voter
engagement, organize
public rallies, meetings,
and public events to
showcase party achieve-

ments. She asserted to
BJP workers to utilize
social media platforms
to spread the party’s
message and vision and
also activate booth-level
committees to ensure
maximum voter turnout
in assembly polls.
Rekha Mahajan
expressed confidence
in the party’s prospects,
citing its commitment to
development, good gov-
ernance, and the welfare
of the people of J&K.
She urged party work-
ers to work tirelessly to
ensure a historic win for
the BJP in the upcoming

elections. She expressed
unwavering confidence
in the party’s prospects
for the upcoming Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly
elections. She asserted
that the BJP will form the
government in J&K with a
resounding victory, riding
on the wave of unprec-
edented development,
good governance, and
people-centric policies.
Rekha Mahajan cited
the party’s commitment
to empowering the youth
and marginalized commu-
nities, Fostering inclusive
growth and development
of all segments of society

and ensuring transpar-
ency and accountability
in governance including
strengthening national
security and integrity
under the banner of PM
Modi leadership.

BJP leader Rekha
Mahajan attributed the
party’s impending victo-
ry to its dedicated cadre,
visionary leadership,
and the trust reposed by
the people of J&K. She
urged party workers to
work tirelessly to ensure
a historic win for the BJP
and also chalk out the
strategy in the presence
of senior leadership.
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Difference Between Gaptains Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma And MS Dhoni2 R Ashwin Hits Buliseye

Indian cricket team off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin opened up about the major

differences in captaincy styles of MS Dhoni, Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli.

NEW DELHI, Sep 3 (Agen-
cies): Indian cricket team off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
opened up about the major dif-
ferences in captaincy styles of
MS Dhoni, Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli. Ashwin has played
under all of their captaincy and
was part of the team’s signifi-
cant achievements in the past
decade. There have been
many comparisons between
the three India captains in the
recent past but Ashwin pointed
out a major area where Rohitis
quite different from both Virat
and Dhoni. He said that Rohit
is much more tactical than the
other two.

“2-3 things are nice about
Rohit’s captaincy. He always
keep the environment of the
team light. He makes an effort
to keep it light. And he stays
very balanced and tactically he
is strong. Both Dhoni and Virat
were also tactically strong but

Rohit works more on the tac-
tics,” said Ashwin in an interview
with Vimal Kumar.

Ashwin also revealed that
ahead of any major match or
series, Rohit sits with the Indian
cricket team analytics team and
charts out a proper strategy
involving specific plans for cer-
tain cricketers.

“If there is any big match or
series coming up, Rohit sits with

the analytics team and coach
and prepares for it, like what's
the weakness of a particular
batsman, what’s the plan of a
bowler. That’s his strength but
he always keeps the environ-
ment of the team light and backs
the players. If he selects a player
in the Xl, he backs them 100%. |
have played most of my career
with these three captains,” he
added.

Earlier, Lucknow Super Giants
(LSG) fielding coach Jonty
Rhodes addressed the specu-
lation building around India
captain Rohit Sharma joining
the franchise for the next Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025
season.

As the mega auction for the
IPL 2025 season inches closer,
uncertainty over Rohit’s future
continues to loom around him.
In recent times speculations
over Rohit potentially moving
away from Mumbai Indians con-
tinue to grow rapidly.

“| mean, there’s the balance of
teams, who'’s in the side. | love
watching Rohit Sharma bat, but
I’'m not saying he must come
in and replace, and then sud-
denly we change our setup. So
whatever, as | said, whatever
happens, who is ever there? I'l
be doing my best to support,” he
told agency.

Jos Butler in doubt for England vs
Australia T2o0Is after calf-injury

LONDON, Sep 3 (Agencies): Eng-
land’s T20I series against Australia
may be without their skipper, Jos But-
tler, as he faces a setback in his recov-
ery from a calf injury. Buttler has been
sidelined since England’s semi-final
defeat to India at June’s T20 World
Cup. The injury, initially sustained in
July while preparing for the Hundred,
ruled him out of the tournament and
has continued to hinder his return to
competitive cricket.

Lancashire Lightning coach Dale
Benkenstein revealed to BBC that But-
tler re-aggravated his calf injury during
rehab, which has ruled him out of the
side’s upcoming T20 Blast quarter-

final clash against Sussex Sharks on
September 4. Buttler had been eager
to make his comeback in time for this
crucial fixture, but the latest setback has
dashed those hopes.

“We’ve had some bad news on his
recovery...He had an injury he was
recovering from, and he’s sort of
tweaked it again. He’s not only just out
of our T20s, but | think he’s even strug-
gling to make the international ones.
He was very keen to play for us,” Ben-
kenstein said.

Despite this, England remains opti-
mistic about Buttler’s availability for the
upcoming T20I series against Australia,
which begins on September 11. The
team is not overly concerned about his
fitness and is hopeful that he will recov-
er in time to lead the side throughout
Australia’s eight-match white-ball tour.

In Buttler’s potential absence, Eng-
land’s white-ball side might see the likes
of Sam Curran or Phil Salt step up as
the main contenders to lead the side.
Buttler’'s absence would be a significant
blow to England, as his leadership and
explosive batting at the top of the order
are crucial for the team’s success. As
the countdown to the series continues,
all eyes will be on Buttler’s recovery
progress, with England fans and man-
agement alike hoping for positive news
in the days ahead.

Rohan Bopanna-Aldila
Sutjiadi pair enters US
Open mixed doubles semis

NEW YORK, Sep
3 (Agencies): Vet-
eran Indian tennis star
Rohan Bopanna and
his Indonesian partner
Aldila Sutjiadi entered
the semifinals of the US
Open mixed doubles
with a hard-fought win
over Australian Matthew
Ebden and Barbora
Krejcikova of the Czech
Republic in New York.

The eighth seeded
Indian-Indonesian pair
registered a 7-6(4) 2-6
10-7 win over fourth
seeds Ebden and Kre-
jcikova in the quarter-
final that lasted one
hour and 33 minutes on
Monday night.

Bopanna and Sutjiadi
had earlier defeated
Australian duo of John
Pears and Katerina

Siniakova of the Czech
Republic 0-6 7-6(5)
10-7 in a second-round
match.

Bopanna and Sutjiadi
will play American pair
of Donald Young and
Taylor Townsend in the
semifinals.

The 44-year-old

Bopanna had already

crashed out of the men’s
doubles competition
after he and his partner
Ebden, seeded second,
lost 1-6 5-7 to the 16th
seed Argentine combi-
nation of Maximo Gon-
zalez and Andres Mol-
teni in the third round.

H

“You will shame yourself if you don’t score 10000
runs”: Harbhajan Singh recalls Virat Kohli chat

NEW DELHI, Sep

3 (Agencies): One of

the finest batters of his
generation, Virat Kohli

wasn’t always the sort of

batter he is at present.
Born in Delhi, Virat had
a sort of flamboyance to

his game when he first

started playing but has
gradually emerged as

a more mature player

who knows how to pace
his game, depending
upon the situation he is
batting in. Those who
played with him during
the early days, see the
sort of difference Kohli
has brought about in his
game. One such crick-
eter is Harbhajan Singh
who was an established
name in the Indian team
when Virat played his
first few games.

“I remember this one

incident. Viru [Virender

Sehwag] had gotten

injured | supposed.
[Ajantha] Mendis was
getting everyone out.
He comes in; young guy,
free energy. He batted
and scored a fifty. He
asked me ‘Paaiji, how
did | play? | said, ‘Very
well’. He then said
‘Paaiji, | shouldn’t have
gotten out, should have
smacked him more’.

US Open: Sinner bests Tommy Paul to seal
quarterfinal, Beatriz scripts

NEW YORK, Sep
3 (Agencies): Jannik
Sinner secured his
place in the US Open
quarterfinals by defeat-
ing USA’s Tommy Paul
in a thrilling Round of 16
clash, winning 7-6, 7-6,
6-1. This victory makes
Sinner the only player
this season to reach the
quarterfinals or better
in all four Grand Slams,
showcasing his remark-
able consistency.

The match between
Sinner and Paul was
a high-intensity battle
that kept the Arthur
Ashe Stadium crowd on

the edge of their seats.
Both players demon-
strated exceptional skill,
trading powerful shots
and showcasing impres-
sive court movement.
The first two sets were
tightly contested, with
neither player willing to
give an inch. Both sets
required tie-breakers to
determine the winner,
reflecting what was an
evenly matched contest
to say the least.

It wasn’t until the third
set that Sinner, the World
No. 1, truly asserted
his dominance. Tommy
Paul, who had fought

valiantly in the first two
sets, seemed to lose
his composure, allow-
ing Sinner to capitalize
and close out the match
with a decisive 6-1 vic-
tory. This win sets up
an exciting quarterfinal
clash between Sinner

history

and World No. 5 Daniil
Medvedev on Septem-
ber 4, promising another
thrilling encounter.

Beatriz secures Brazil-
ian history

On the same day, Bea-
triz Haddad Maia made
history by becoming the

first Brazilian woman
to reach the US Open
quarterfinals. She
defeated Denmark’s
Caroline Wozniacki at
the Louis Armstrong
Stadium in a hard-fought
match, winning 6-2, 3-6,
6-3. Both players dis-
played incredible power
and determination, but it
was Haddad Maia who
emerged victorious,
maintaining her compo-
sure in crucial moments.

Haddad Maia will now
face Karolina Muchova
in the quarterfinals, as
she continues her his-
toric run at the US Open.

“That’s not the case always”: Indian umpire’s blunt take

on Dhoni review system

NEW DELHI, Sep
3 (Agencies): One of
the sharpest brains
in Indian cricket, MS
Dhoni is a man known
for his tactical brilliance,
game awareness, and
astute strategies. When
it comes to the Decision
Review System (DRS),
Dhoni barely gets his
decisions wrong. His
accuracy over DRS calls
from behind the stumps
saw the technology
being renamed on his
name as ‘Dhoni Review

System’. But, Indian
umpire Anil Chaud-
hary has claimed that
though Dhoni is close
to accuracy, him getting
the DRS calls right isn’t
always the case.
“That’s not the case
always (Dhoni being
right), sometimes it's
the other way around,
but he’s close to accu-
racy. He has a lot of
ideas about the game,”
umpire Chaudhary told
Shubhankar Mishra
during a chat on the lat-

ter’s YouTube channel.

Chaudhary also held
high praise for young
Indian wicket-keeper
Rishabh Pant for the
way he has improved
as a keeper over the last
few years.

“Rishabh Pant has also
improved a lot from ear-
lier days. It's all about
experience - you look
at the replays and then
reassess your calls,” he
added.

“Wicketkeeper has got
the best spot to keep an

eye, they're stilland can
follow the ball’s trajecto-
ry. In fact, best umpires
sometimes base their
decisions on the move-
ment of wicketkeepers
because they follow the
ball,” he said.

Coming back to Dhoni,
Chaudhary said that the
former India captain
could go on to become
a good umpire if he is
ready to spend seven
hours inside the cricket
stadium.

“He’s (Dhoni) close

to accuracy. Lot of the
times he stops others
from appealing. He can
become a good umpire
provided he’s ready to
be inside the ground for
seven hours,” he said.
While the decision to
become an umpire is
purely theoretical, at
present, it isn’t even
known if Dhoni would be
seen wearing the Chen-
nai Super Kings jersey
again as a player in the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 season.

Loved the attitude,”
Harbhajan said about
Kohli during a chat on
Taruwar Kohli’s podcast.

While Kohli has gone
on to break some of
the biggest records in
the game, his journey
hasn’t been all smooth.
Harbhajan revealed that
even Kohli had doubts
about his career after

a few unsuccessful
outings, and had to be
given course correction
by the Turbonator.

“If I tell you something
about his Test cricket,
at the very begin-
ning. We were in West
Indies. On that tour,
Fidel Edwards (former
West Indies quick) had
troubled him a lot, get-
ting him out either LBW
or against the short ball.
He was getting out time
and again, so obviously
was very disappointed.
He had self-doubt, and
questioned ‘If | am good
enough?’ | told him “You
will shame yourself if you
don’t score 10000 runs.
You have the capability
of scoring 10000 runs in
Test cricket. And if you
don'’t, it'll be because
of your own fault’. After
that, what Kohli has

done is a once-in-a-
lifetime exception,” said
Bhaijji.

“I have seen him
change. His diet, his
mindset - ‘That | don’t
want to be just an ordi-
nary player. | want to be
someone who people
will know for a long time’.
The stubbornness | saw
in myself, Kohli has a lot
more of it. | want to be
that guy winning games
and scoring hundreds
for India. He was scoring
hundreds back-to-back
in Australia. It was the
first time India chasing
400 runs... and they are
going after it. We may
lose but we'll fight. That
attitude of keep going,
that's what makes you
a player. Kohli has left
an everlasting impact
on Indian cricket,” he
added.

‘Sixer King’ Priyansh Arya
calls Virat Kohli his favourite,

wishes to play fo

Bl s == A

NEW DELHI, Sep
3 (Agencies): Delhi’s
rising star Priyansh
Arya recently grabbed
the spotlight for his blitz
at the Delhi Premier
League as he smashed
six sixes in an over.
Arya, who dons jersey
No.18, called Virat Kohli
his favourite player and
his idol. The star India
batter has always man-
aged to wow the young
generation of cricketers,
who aspire to contribute
towards Indian cricket
like him. Arya was no
different as he opened
up about his admiration
towards Kohli’s aggres-
sive style and his aim
to emulate the same.
He also expressed his
desire to play for RCB
in IPL.

“Virat Kohli is my
favourite, want to play
for RCB. My favourite

team is RCB, admire
Virat Kohli a lot, | like
his aggression. | also
like to play aggressive
cricket. He is my idol,”
Priyansh told agency.
The 23-year-old wanted
to contribute towards
helping RCB lift their 1st
ever IPL title as the cov-
eted trophy remained
elusive of the franchise
for more than 17 years.

Priyansh hit six sixes
in an over

Arya took the DPL by
storm with his breathtak-
ing hitting and is current-
ly the top run-scorer with
602 runs across nine
innings. He became the
latest entrant in a rare
6 sixes in an over club
while playing for South
Delhi Superstarz against
North Delhi Strikers.
The left-handed batter
took on left-arm spinner
Manan Bharadwaj in the

r RCB
"

12th over with a barrage
of sixes. He went on to
score his 2nd century of
the tournament as he
piled up 120 runs from
50 balls.

“I had this thing in mind
that if a left-arm spinner
comes on to bowl, | will
attack him. After the
fourth six, | started to
believe that | can hit six
sixes and will go for that.
Ayush backed me and
told me to go for the kill,”
he revealed.

The record-breaking
stand

The captain of Delhi
Superstarz Ayush
Badoni was his part-
ner in crime as he
scored 165 off 55 balls
and shared a record-
breaking stand of 286
runs with Arya. Their
stand helped the team
rack up 308 runs on the
board and in reply, North
Delhi could only score
196 runs.

“Badoni’s quite relaxed
and doesn’t talk much,
just tells us to express
ourselves. The team’s
environment is calm,
coaches talk about the
positives rather than
negatives. The mindset
is to win the trophy,” he
added.
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IIT Delhi Faculty Ilelivers Key Lecture on Bioprocess

Top News Report

KATRA, Sep 3: The
School Biotechnology,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
University organized a
Guest Lecture under the
DBT-PGT Program on the
topic “Modelling Simula-
tion and Optimization of
Bioprocesses” delivered
by Visiting Faculty, Prof
Ashok Kumar Srivastava,
from Department of Bio-
chemical Engineering and
Biotechnology, IIT Delhi.
Prof. Srivastava spoke
about the importance of
simulation and optimiza-
tion of Bioprocesses and
its relevance in the field
of Biotechnology and
further elaborated on the
design of bioprocesses
for efficient metabolite
production using micro-
bial cultures, plant cells
and animal cells. Prof.
Srivastava, is a Ph.D.
from McGill University,
Montreal; and has been
a faculty member in Bio-
chemical Engineering &
Food Technology Depart-
ment HB Technological
Institute, Kanpur for 10

Nag Panchami to be celebrated in J &K
on Sunday: Rohit Shastrl

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Nag
Panchami, a significant
festival dedicated to
the Serpent God (Nag
Devta), will be celebrated
in Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday, September
8, 2024. This follows the
guidelines from Mahant
Rohit Shastri, Jyo-
tishacharya and Presi-
dent of the Shri Kailakh
Vedic Sansthan Trust.

Nag Panchami is
observed on the Pan-
chami Tithi (fifth day) of
the lunar month. This
year, the festival coin-
cides with the Rishi Pan-
chami during the Shukla
Paksha (waxing phase of
the moon) of the Bhadra-
pada month. According
to Shastri, Rishi Pan-
chami begins at 5:38 PM
on Saturday, September
7, and concludes at 7:59
PM on Sunday, Septem-
ber 8. Since the Tithi
overlaps with sunrise on
September 8, the festival
will be observed on this
date.

In contrast to region-
al variations, such as
Rajasthan and Bengal
where Nag Panchami is
celebrated on the Pan-
chami of Krishna Paksha
(waning phase) in Shra-
van month, and North
India where it is observed
in Shukla Paksha of
Shravan, Jammu and
Kashmir adheres to the

0~ N

years and subsequently
worked at Department of
Biochemical Engineer-
ing & Biotechnology,
IIT Delhi for almost 30
years. He is an eminent
scholar and recipient of
several awards & schol-
arships; National Over-
seas Scholarship award
of MHRD, New Delhi
for Ph.D. studies (1985-
1990), UNESCO fellow-
ship award (6 months)
Delft University, The
Netherlands, “Biotechnol-
ogy Overseas Associate
ship” Germany & New
Zealand to name a few.
During his talk, he high-
lighted the significance of
process parameter opti-
mization, such as tem-
perature, pH, dissolved
oxygen, and agitation,
in enhancing microbial

il

tradition of celebrating it

on the specified date of
the Bhadrapada month.
Shastri emphasized that
worshiping Nag Devta on
this day or any Panchami
is beneficial and aligns
with the sacred customs
of the region.

Nag Panchami holds
deep spiritual significance
as it reinforces respect
for all living beings, par-
ticularly serpents, which
play a crucial role in
maintaining ecological
balance. Snakes have
been revered in Sanatan
Dharma for centuries,
and the festival teaches
the importance of protect-
ing rather than harming
these creatures.

For those unable to visit
a temple, worshiping Nag
Devta at home is encour-
aged. Devotees can use
an idol of Nag Devta or
make one from pure clay
for the puja. Offerings
such as coconut, milk,
dakshina (donations),
sweet roti (bread), flow-
ers, and garlands can

growth and product for-
mation. He deliberated on
how process optimization
is important to streamline
operations and maximize
resource utilization in
project management to
improve overall output,
waste reduction, and
minimization of errors. He
elucidated how simulation
can be used for designing
and modelling of indige-
nous bioreactors for maxi-
mizing yields. The audi-
ence actively participated
with their view points and
doubts which were appre-
ciated by the speaker
for their relevance and
enthusiasm. He also
appreciated the efforts of
the Department, which is
going in the right direc-
tion towards achieving
excellence with the kind

be made at the serpent’s
burrow or a symbolic
representation of it. The
mantra “Om Kurukullaye
Hum Phat Swaha” is
chanted to mitigate the
effects of snake venom
and protect against snake
bites.

Additionally, on Pan-
chami, it is advised
not to dig the ground.
This tradition is based
on astrological beliefs,
particularly concerning
Rahu-Ketu (nodes of the
moon). Special puja to
Nag Devta on this day
can be particularly ben-
eficial for those with unfa-
vorable Rahu-Ketu posi-
tions in their horoscope.
For individuals fearful of
snakes, seeking progeny,
having accidentally killed
a snake, or frequently
dreaming of snakes,
worshiping Nag Devta
is considered especially
auspicious.

The festival involves
drawing the image of Nag
Devta on the wall, often
in the entrance or kitchen
area, and performing the
puja with sacred items.
A square box is drawn
using charcoal and ghee,
with small snake figures
inside. Some families
also create a serpent
image with sandalwood
paste on the door. Post
puja, Brahmins are typi-
cally fed, and donations
are made to those in
need.

of achievements it has
attained in its short span
in terms of research publi-
cations and presentations
made by the student and
scholars during his visit to
the various labs. Dr. Raju
Shankarayan, Assistant
Professor, School of Bio-
technology, formally intro-
duced the guest speaker
who had been his mentor
and Professor at DBEB,
IIT Delhi during his Ph.D.
programme at IIT Delhi.
All the DYD, Under-
graduate, Postgraduate
students, Ph.D. Scholars
and Faculty Members
of Biotechnology, were
greatly benefited from the
lecture and the display of
Virtual Labs he has creat-
ed at IIT Delhi. The event
concluded with the vote of
thanks given by Dr. Sha-

rada Potukuchi, Associ-
ate Professor, School
of Biotechnology which
was made possible by
the financial assistance
granted under DBT PG
Teaching Program (Proj-
ect RP-132) coordinated
by her. She also thanked
Dr Ratna Chandra, Head,
Biotechnology; Dr. Sunil
Kumar Wanchoo, Dean,
Faculty of Sciences who
facilitated administratively
for conduct of the Lecture.
Honourable Vice Chan-
cellor of the University,
Prof. Pragati Kumar con-
gratulated the organizing
team and emphasized
upon conduct of such lec-
tures by eminent experts
in future also for the ben-
efit of the students. The
School of SoBT regularly
organizes expert lectures
and workshops in leading
research and technology
areas to ensure that the
students of B.Tech, B.Sc.,
M.Sc. and Ph.D. pro-
grams are kept abreast
of the latest research in
the field of Biotechnology
under various externally
funded schemes.

HDFC Bank and JLR India
- Sign MoU for Auto Financing

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: HDFC
Bank, India’s leading
private sector bank and
JLR India have signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for auto
financing. The Bank will
now be JLR’s preferred
vehicle financier. This will
bring a host of benefits for
consumers such as spe-
cial financing schemes,
exclusive offers/ events,
and priority services /
engagements.

By leveraging the
combined strengths of
both brands, the aim is
to provide customers
with seamless financing
options and a modern
luxury car buying expe-
rience. The MoU which
encompasses offerings
for the entire range of
JLR models, was signed
by Rajan Amba — Man-
aging Director JLR
India and Arvind Vohra
— Group Head, Retail
Assets HDFC Bank.
Present on the occasion
were other senior execu-
tives from HDFC Bank
including Akhilesh Kumar
Roy — Business Head,
Auto Loans & Inventory
Finance HDFC Bank.

The services will be
available across all JLR
exclusive showrooms
and dealerships.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Arvind Vohra,
Group Head — Retail

Assets, HDFC Bank said,
“We are excited about
this partnership with an
iconic and aspirational
automotive brand like
JLR. The Bank will lever-
age its robust execu-
tion capabilities to offer
a seamless customer
experience.”

Rajan Amba, Managing
Director, JLR India said,
“Our dealer partners are
integral to our business,
and we are pleased to be
able to develop solutions
to help them in ease of
doing business.”

“Together, we aim to
further grow the market
and offer our portfolio to
an increasing set of cli-
ents. To that effect, we
are excited to partner
with HDFC Bank for this
financing program, which
will further strengthen the
access of our dealer part-
ners to increased work-
ing capital. By integrating
HDFC Bank’s expertise
and extensive reach, we
aim to offer our clients a
tailored range of financial
choices that cater to their
individual needs.”

Akhilesh Kumar Roy,
Business Head, Auto
Loans & Inventory
Finance HDFC Bank,
said, “The coming togeth-
er of the two organisa-
tions will elevate the car
buying experience. Cus-
tomers will now enjoy
a host of tangible and
intangible benefits.”

Consultative Discussion on State Policy on Older
Persons of Ladakh held

Top News Report

LEH, Sep 3: A Consulta-
tive Discussion on State
Policy on Older Persons
of Ladakh with the theme,
‘Working Towards an Age
Friendly Ladakh’ was
held today at HelpAge
India, Shey where Chair-
man/CEC, LAHDC, Leh,
Tashi Gyalson presided
as the chief guest.

The consultative dis-
cussion began with an
inaugural address by the
Guest of Honour Com-
missioner Secretary,
Social and Tribal Wel-
fare, UT Ladakh, Padma
Angmo.

The panel discussion
witnessed viewpoints

from concerned stake-
holders, experts and
community representa-
tives. These included
Director, Social and
Tribal Welfare, UT
Ladakh, Tashi Dolma;
Councillor, Thiksey, Stan-
zin Chosfail and Former
Chief Secretary, J&K,
Chewang Phuntsog. The

panel highlighted the
need for a state policy
for the older persons of
Ladakh and included
discussion points like
reimagining eldercare,
working towards and
age friendly Ladakh, what
kind of facilities elderly in
Ladakh need.

The draft formulation

discussion included filed
level experiences and
suggestions by com-
munity representatives
and data and research
insights on elderly issues
by HOD, Department of
Social Work, Ladakh
University, Dr Jigmat
Deachen. Additionally,
Director MIMC, Leh,
Venerable Bhikkhu Sang-
hasena and President,
PAGIR, Tsewang Dorjey
presented their inputs on
catalytic role of local civil
societies in eldercare.
Chief guest, CEC Tashi
Gyalson in his address
highlighted the impor-
tance and need for a
policy for the elderly of
Ladakh and thanked the

panelists for their valu-
able inputs in drafting
a much-needed state
policy for the elderly.
Further, he assured the
full support of LAHDC,
Leh and underscored
the upcoming schemes
by the Council towards
providing for the elderly.
Additionally, he sug-
gested that all the stake-
holders can work in a
collaborative manner to
provide for the elderly so
that there is maximum
efficiency which will help
in providing the best facil-
ities to the elderly.

Later the respected
panelists were felicitated
by the CEO, HelpAge
India, Rohit Prasad.

BJP Promises Universal
Employment in J&K if Formed

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Hin-
duist BJP leader Guruiji
Raju Chandel, while
talking to journalists in
Jammu today, said that
why do Congress, PDP,
NC remain silent on the
massacre and continu-
ous killing of Kashmiri
Pandits and their return
home and why do they sit
silently, today the public
will have to answer and
the public needs to take
account from them.
These parties are con-
stantly advocating ter-
rorism and terrorists
and talking about giving
compensation to terror-
ists, giving martyr status
to terrorists, today the
Hindu Sanatan people
of Jammu Kashmir want
an answer from these
leaders whether they are
with the Kashmiri Pandits
and the people of Jammu
Kashmir or with Pakistan.
They will have to give this
answer in these assembly
elections. For the last 75
years, PDP, NC and Con-
gress have been in power
in Jammu Kashmir. The
government has been
in power and they have
looted the people and the
state with both hands.
Today all the unemployed
children who are on the
streets are the gift of
the Maha Thugbandhan
parties. The Bharatiya

Janata Party has always
given employment to the
unemployed. The Maha
Thugbandhan parties
and their leaders have
snatched jobs from the
youth here. Even today,
corruption cases against
the leaders of the Maha
Thugbandhan parties
are going on in the CBI
and the ED. They have
spread corruption to such
an extent that they have
recruited fake people by
taking bribes in the name
of jobs. They have done
land scams in the name
of Roshni Act. They have
sold government forest
land. There are many
other examples. If we
make a list of them, the
entire newspaper will be
filled today. The time has
come to show these cor-
rupt people the way out
and to bring the BJP to
power. Only then will the
problems of the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir be
solved and they will get
jobs. Today it is the gift

of the Modi government
that has built so many
terminals, AlIIMS hospi-
tals in Kashmir, AIIMS
hospital in Jammu too.
This is a great achieve-
ment for Jammu and
Kashmir. Till date, these
Maha Thugbandhan
leaders have not done
anything for the welfare
of Jammu and Kashmir.
There was no progress
inside and during the
time of Modi government,
Jammu Kashmir has
received such a big gift
and is going to get more
in future. In the coming
times, foreign companies
are coming to Jammu
Kashmir, in which chil-
dren from Jammu Kash-
mir used to go abroad
for jobs, now due to
Modi government, many
foreign companies are
bringing their companies
to Jammu Kashmir and
the children here will get
jobs in Jammu Kashmir.*

*Shri Chandel said that
now our youth do not
need to go abroad for
jobs, they will get jobs in
Jammu Kashmir itself, for
this it is necessary that
the people should vote in
large numbers to give a
chance to the Bharatiya
Janata Party to bring a
strong government in
Jammu Kashmir and
bring the BJP govern-
ment to power.*

Skoda Auto India launches
all-new Slavia Monte Carlo

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Skoda
Auto India has launched
the all-new Slavia Monte
Carlo edition in India.
Taking the sport theme
further, the company also
introduced an all-new
Sportline range within
the Kushaq and Slavia
line up and announced
a path-breaking offer for
these cars upping the
value and choice quotient
for Indian customers.

Commenting on the
new introductions, Mr.
Petr Janeba, Brand
Director, Skoda Auto
Indiasaid, “The Monte
Carlo badge has a strong
connect with customers,
reflecting the spirit of
sport and victory. | am
happy to share that we
launch the Slavia Monte

Top News Report

JAMMU, Sep 3: Gov-
ernment Polytechnic for
Women, Jammu orga-
nized Certificate Distri-
bution Program for the
Vishawkarmas who have
successfully completed
their training in various
Trades/Job Roles.

Er. Suket Gupta, Princi-
pal, Govt. Polytechnic for
Women, Jammu distrib-
uted the certificates and
congratulated them and

Carlo today. This is part
our strategy to grow the
Skoda brand in India,
which is one of the larg-
est markets for us outside
Europe. This special car
will have a strong appeal
with customers looking
for unique, subtle and
sporty aesthetics, pro-
jecting a discrete sense
of style. It is homage to
our 112 years in Rallye
Monte Carlo, 129 years
of rich heritage, and 24
years in India. We have
also introduced two new
trims — SlaviaSportline
and KushaqSportline --
reflecting our intent to
keep the range evolving
and contemporary, offer-
ing greater choice and
value to customers. The
Sportline is perfect for
customers who seek the
sporty aesthetics of the

also wished them best
for their future endeav-
ours.

The Program was fol-
lowed by an insightful
lecture focusing on finan-
cial literacy and loan
facilities for Vishawkar-
ma Certificate holders.

The session aimed
to delve into essential
financial management
skills and the availability
of loan options tailored
for certificate holders
seeking to enhance their

Monte Carlo at a more
accessible price point.
Together with the new
Monte Carlo and Sport-
line offerings, we look
forward to substantially
growing the Skoda family
in India.”

The anniversary offer

As the launch of this
all-new range marks the
112th anniversary since
the company’s debut
at Rallye Monte Carlo,
Skoda Auto India have
lined up benefits for cus-
tomers buying the sport-
inspired Monte Carlo
and Sportline range of
the Kushaq and Slavia.
The first 5,000 customers
booking any of these four
cars will receive benefits
of 1130,000. The offer is
operational immediately
and will be valid until
September 6, 2024.

Government Women Polytechnic organizes

Certlﬁcate Distribution Program
| PGLYTECHHIC FOR WGHEH JAHHU

business ventures or fur-
ther their education.

The lecture, delivered
by Ramesh Raina, LDM
SBI, provided practical
advice and resources to
empower attendees with
the knowledge neces-
sary for effective finan-
cial planning and secur-
ing loans.

The program was suc-
cessfully conducted
and Coordinated by
Kamal Kumar, SPOC
Vishawkarma Scheme.
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