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_BRIEFLY _

Heavy rain
likely on
September 2,
3 in Kashmir

parts: MeT

SRINAGAR, Aug 31
(Agencies): The Meteo-
rological Centre, Sri-
nagar on Saturday said
there is a possibility
of heavy rain between
September 2 and 3 in
remote areas, while
it said moderate rain
should be expected at
many places.

In addition to rain,
the MeT said that flash
floods, landslides, and
shooting stones should
too be expected over
few vulnerable places.

The weather depart-
ment also said that
there might be snowfall
over the higher reaches
of Kashmir, advising
trekkers and tourists to
plan accordingly.

However, it said, that
nothing significant is
expected after Sept 4
till 12 Sept, with only
brief spell of light rain at
few places on 6th and
7th September.

SDREF starts
search
operation
after boy
drowns

in river in
Rajouri

RAJOURI, Aug 31
(Agencies): The State
Disaster Response
Force has started a
search operation after
a young boy drowned
in the overflowing
river at Manjakote in
the Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Saturday.

The search operation
is currently underway,
said the officials. There
has been heavy rainfall
in the region.

The officials said that
the search operation
had started at 5:30 am
today.

“We have been here,
conducting our search
operation since 5:30 in
the morning. We have
not found the body
yet,” the SDRF Team
Incharge Mohd Nasser
Kamlak said.

Delhi
Trekker
Dies Amid
Extreme
Weather in
Kashmir’s
Gangbal
Region

SRINAGAR, Aug 31
(Agencies): A 44-year-
old trekker from Delhi,
identified as Rohit
Sayal, died while trek-
king in the Gangbal
region of Central Kash-
mir’s Ganderbal district
on Friday.

As per media reports,
Sayal was part of a
15-member trekking
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Two more leaders quit BJP over selection of candidates
for J&K Assembly Polis

JAMMU, Aug 31
(Agencies): Two more
BJP leaders, including
a district president, sub-
mitted their resignations
from the primary mem-
bership of the party on
Saturday, citing their
resentment against the
choice of candidates in
their constituencies for
the Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a related devel-
opment, hundreds of
BJP workers took out a

mTurnto page 9

rally in the Khour block
of the Chhamb Assem-
bly constituency in the

outskirts of Jammu
against fielding former
MLA Rajeev Sharma

Farooq Abdullah congratulates Jama’at
for fielding candidates in J&K elections

SRINAGAR, Aug 31
(Agencies): National
Conference (NC) presi-
dent Dr Farooq Abdullah
Saturday congratulated
banned Jama’at-e-Isl-
ami for fielding candi-
dates in the upcoming
assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“I congratulate Jama’at
for stepping out and
taking part in assembly
elections. It is a good
step,” Dr Farooq as per

Greater Kashmir told
reporters after paying
obeisance at Kashmir’s
revered saint’s shrine
Sheikh Hamza Makh-
doom Sahib (RA) in Sri-
nagar.

On being asked about
PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti’'s recent remarks
in which she alleged NC
for poll rigging and forc-
ing Jama’at and other
political parties to stay
away from elections in
1987, Dr Farooq replied
that she should focus on
safeguarding the coun-
try rather than engaging
in blame game.

“May Allah keep

mTurnto page 9

from there.

The BJP is facing
resentment over its
ticket distribution in the
Union Territory imme-
diately after it started
releasing the list of can-
didates for the Assembly
elections on August 26,
with party leaders and
workers protesting in
several districts of the
Jammu region.

In a damage con-
trol exercise, the party
mobilised several top

mTurnto page 9

Rahul Gandhi will address 2 poll
rallies in J&K on Sep 4: Cong
Leader Ghulam Ahmad Mir

ANANTNAG, Aug 31
(Agencies): Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi
will address two elec-
tion rallies in Jammu
and Kashmir on Sep-
tember 4 to campaign
for the candidates of the
NC-Congress alliance, a
senior Congress leader
said on Saturday.

AICC general secre-
tary Ghulam Ahmad
Mir said that it was the
desire of the candidates

o

of the alliance and the
people of J&K in gen-
eral to have Gandhi
campaign in the Union

Two killed, nine injured in separate

road accidents in Jammu

JAMMU, Aug 31 (Agen-
cies): Two persons were
killed and nine injured in
separate road accidents
in  Jammu and Doda
districts of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday,
police said.

A student, Surbhi
Kumari (18), was killed
and eight other pas-
sengers, including six
girls, were injured when
a minibus turned turtle
after colliding with a car

at the Kunjwani bypass
here. The students were
headed to school, they
said.

Both the vehicles suf-
fered extensive damage.
The injured were taken
to the hospital and the
condition of two of them
was stated to be serious,
according to the officials.

In the second incident,
a car plunged into a
gorge near Malhori vil-

lage in Doda district,
killing Mumtaza Begum
(36) and leaving her
husband Mohsin Ahmad
critically injured, police
said.

The two were headed
home to Kishtwar from
Jammu at the time of
the incident. Ahmad was
referred to the Govern-
ment Medical College
Hospital Jammu for
treatment, they said.

Omar Abdullah’s Divorce Plea:
Supreme Court Instructs Mediation,
Hearing on November 4

NEW DELHI, Aug
31 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Friday asked National
Conference leader
Omar Abdullah and his
estranged wife Payal
Abdullah to appear for
mediation for exploring
the possibility of a settle-
ment.

A bench of Justice

Sudhanshu Dhulia
and Justice Ahsanud-
din Amanullah said it
would hear the matter
on November 4, after a
report from the Supreme
Court Mediation Centre
is submitted.

The top court had ear-
lier sought a response
from Payal Abdullah
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Give strong fight to rivals in J&K elections:
Ashok Koul to party candidates

SRINAGAR, Aug 31
(Agencies): Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Gen-
eral Secretary (Organi-
zation) Ashok Koul on
Saturday emphasized
upon party candidates
and leaders to give
tough fight to rivals in
the upcoming assembly
elections of Jammu and
Kashmir.

among candidates
and party leaders, and
directed them to focus
on strengthening the
party at the grassroots
level.

The BJP leader
expressed these
remarks while chairing
an election review meet-
ing with BJP candidates
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territory.

“Rahulji will visit J&K
on September 4 and will
address election cam-
paign rallies in Kashmir
as well as Jammu for the
alliance candidates,” he
added.

Mir, who is contesting
the assembly elections
from Dooru in the south
Kashmir district here,
said Gandhi will address
an election rally at the

Dooru stadium.
mTurnto page 9

ECI Appoints
Expenditure
Observers for
Srinagar’s 8
Assembly
Constituencies

SRINAGAR, Aug 31
(Agencies): In view of
the General Elections to
the Legislative Assem-
bly in JK, the Election
Commission of India
has appointed Capt
Pradeep Shoury Arya
and Subodh Singh as
Expenditure Observers
for all eight Assembly
Constituencies in Sri-
nagar District.

According to a notice
issued here, Capt
Pradeep Shoury Arya
has been appointed as
the Expenditure Observ-
er for the 19-Hazratbal,
20-Khanyar, 21-Hab-
bakadal, and 22-Lal
Chowk constituencies.

Similarly, Subodh
Singh has been
appointed as the
Expenditure Observer
for the 23-Chanapora,
24-Zadibal, 25-Eidgah,
and 26-Central Shalteng
constituencies.

To ensure the free,
fair, transparent, and
smooth conduct of elec-
tions, the District Elec-
tion Officer Srinagar,
Dr Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din
Bhat, has notified that
all stakeholders can
contact the Expen-
diture Observers,
Capt. Pradeep Shoury
Arya (8899744409)
and Subodh Singh
(9906883393), on their
respective numbers for
any information, issues,
or grievances regarding
expenditure queries or
complaints related to
the elections.

Additionally, stake-
holders can also file
grievances on the
C-vigil App.
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"KRIYA/UTHALA

Our beloved Major Purakh Singh Jamwal
Sfo Late Major Mahatam Singh Rfo 1 B/C,
Gandhi Nagar Jammu left for his heavenly
abode on 20/08/2024.

KRIYA shall be performed on Sunday
01/09/2024 at 12.00 P.M. at our residence
1 B/C Gandhi Nagar, Jammu.

UTHALA shall be held on Monday
02/09/2024 at 4.00 P.M. at Laxmi Narayan

Temple, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu.
GRIEF-STRICKEN :

Mrs. Pushap Lata Jamwal (Wife)

Daughter-in-law and Son

Mrs. Anuradha & Mr Pushpinder Singh Jamwal (Rlys)
Mrs. Vijay Laxmi W/o. Late Mr. Milkha Singh Jarmwal IFS Retd. (Bhabhi)
Mrs. Satya & Maj. Gen. S.P.8. Kanwar {Sister and Brother-in-law)

Lt. Gen. Anup Singh Jarmwal {Brother)

Mrs. Mala & Lt. Gen. Kuldeep Singh Jarmwal (Bhabhi & Brother)

Mrs. Kamal & Maj. Gen. Rajinder Singh Jamwal {Bhabhi & Brother)
Mrs. Jyoti & Er. Shivéev Singh Kotwal (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Dr. Anita & Dr. Tribhusvan Singh Didwal (D aughter & Son-in-law)

Dr. Neena & Dr. Sanjy Dogra (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Abhay Singh Jamwal (Grandson)

Pooryl Jamwal (Granddaughter)

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With peleund gfe| and ssmeal Wk egel o Nk peu tha bed
I af asr | Sl Gauri Shanke Bangwal ha (GALAK

WALE) sas of law 5h Amanl Ram, esident of Houwmes Mo 247,
Mast Carh, Jommu o 08 Alagiet 2024,

TEMTH DAY will ks pariammed on Tresmoday, 3010 August 2074 al
130 A @t Mahaan Hatl Shalamar Foad, famenu,

KRIYA will = peifomesd on Suelay, Bl Sapembs i, al 1200 Moo

Al s EREanca

UTHALA will ba e formed on Moncay. 2nd Jeple sk, From 400
P gs 5200 PM &l Deg e Bralaman Sabha, Parads s mimu

GRIEF STRICHEM:

Serit. Bl Dievyi (Wife)

Daughers-in-daw and Sons:

Smt. Mogsina Gupis & =Eh. BEnj 2eohan S ups JE Fed.)

Sl A G upta & Bh. Salsh Fuma r Guplo (ERLJEK Banik Magol)
S Anw G opis & ShoAoun Kuma - Gupm

Seri. Reona & Sh Mabhach Kumar (AEA, Agriculuss DepL)
Dmughter & Son-in-lim:

Brrd. Ueka Gupin & 5h Parveen Kumar Jo nohes|

Grand Daisghis -nlaw & Son:

M. Priya & Mrc Soumbh Jandyal

Girend Daughbems & Sore-in=ow:

Min. Deapall & Mr. Soumb Pacha el

s Suneda £ Me Rohi b haja

Grand Chikdren: Scroli Abksbek Sank BEanika, Semadh Gesha. Mabin, Rakaan
Grw At G el (O lelren

Pearpiikt, Pansh, Arabia, Shivaay

W's ‘Yalshno Food Point

Banke y Bihart Market, Old Hosphasl Rosd Ja mmu

Conbmet Mo B8 81330770 911 B0e T 90T 12 T4 81813 2074

Major Purakh Singh
Jamwal

MOBILE: 9419106521

Sh. Gawri Shankar
Bangwathia
G ALAK WALE]

OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Saturday, August 31, 2024

REST IN PEACE

WITH FROFOUNKD GRIEF AND 30RFROW WE REGRET
TO IMFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED
SMT PRABASH SHARMA (RETD. LEC) WIFE OF LATE 2H
SHIV DASS KHAJLRIA RO PABA GALL LITTLE SCHOLARS |
LVIODERN ACADEMY

DAY OF PASSING: 24802024
TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED OM MOKMDAY 2024 AT
WAHAJAN HALL HEAR STTLA MAMDUIR AT 11 Al
KRR ON TUESDAY 38524 AT DEVIKA GHATAT 11 AM
UTHALA WILL BE PERFORMED O WEDMESDSy 479724 AT
4 TO 6 PMAT MAHAJAMN HALL
N GRIEF
BONS & DAUGHTE RSN-Law
Bl RV BANT BHD ST SHASH PRABHA
EHRAIN KHASURIAAND SMT LRML KHAIURK
DAUGHTERS & SOMSIN-LAW
ST SHASH KIRAM AMD LATE SH ED SADOTRA
ST NEELAM WAID & 3H DK WwAID
ST MARLIAND SH PARMODH ARYA
GRAND 50N & GRAND DAUGHTE R-M-Law
WR NP AMD MRS MANSHA
GRAND DAUGHTER & GRAND SOMN-N-Law
MRS SLURMALIMNGAND MR ARSHLIMAN
WRS PRIVEREA 8D MRB RAHUL
LIRS PALAK AND MR MOHT

L1 MG GREAT GRAND S0N:
SARANG EHAJLRA

9419160573, 9410002777
ALLIED AGENCIES

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW,
WE INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF QUR
BELOVED ATISH BHADWAL S/O SHRI
SIKANDER SINGH BHADWAL R/O 13-F
KARAN NAGAR JAMMU.

TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED ON
31-8-2024 (SATURDAY) AT VED MANDIR
AMBPHALLA JAMMU AT 11 AM. : .
KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED AT OUR ATISH BHADWAL
RESIDENCE 13-F KARAN NAGAR JAMMU

ON 03-09-2024 (TUESDAY).

GRIEF STRICKEN:

ALL BHADWAL FAMILY MEMBERS

10th Day/Kriya/Uthala

Weith & heayy hean we pham e loss of our o Falher
Me Maindar RBingh Jamwal, S Lawe FPokbieer GosasEiPan
Singh Jasmaal and Saha Davi whe BE fhe woerld on 21l Auguei,
03, He w1 poarce of gl oy o many, leading wieh e
fnrce spitand o bancer head.

The Tenth Day mims wil be jEdermed on Fiddaey, 3Mh Asgusi
2024 o 11 &am cmeacds a1 oir madenca 983 A0 Gasan Bal
arndhl Magor, Jemmu

The Fitiesls of Kryas wil b pEdoamed on Mondsy, Znd
Sepember P24 Fom 12 Bm enwands ot our medence 63 AD
arvcii Mo goer, Jovm mi

The Udhala Ceremony will also ba periomned on Merday, 2nd
Sepember X 24 between 4 - 5 pm ot Panch Mondir, Geean Be

Mr. Narinder Singh Jamwal

Mim . Mohinl Jorrreal - Witae

Moz Ehefal lamwal - Baughior

M. Eapra arg M. Adiye Gouav Singh Jamwal = Son and Dauginter in Lo
Birothars ond Seobers

Lata Me Yoshwadban 5 ingh Jarmwal

Lata M Bhupindar Singh Jamaa

M. Ramjinda r Singh Jamesl

M. Sheashd Kasooh

Ms. Sujhlo Rana
For furthor infommation, Plosss Contact. OFSTTI IS, G0 22005

OBITUARY & TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sormow, we armounce the sad
gemise of our beloved Shi Suresh Koul S/o Lats
Shri Madusudan Kow Rio Dewan Bagh Barmmulia
Kashmir, a1 pressni Uninaw Heig hte, F-405 Ra | Magar
Exipnsicn

The Tanth Day Kdya wil be parformed &t “Ghad
Ganga” Mumdabad on 2nd Sepl. 2024

GRIEF STRICKEM :

Smi Veana ¥oul Wife

Ta| Krishmn Bhat- Brodher in T

Smi Toaha M Bhat- Bhsbd

§5h J L Bhat- Brother in |aw

SmiVeana Ji Bhat-Bhaki

Smi Anbn J| Bhat - Bhabl

Sintwrn

Smi Dulan Koul Wig Sh K L Koul

SmiBimis Ji Rara Wo Sh MK Rair

Comdolences from |

Shri Suresh Koul

MOB - 94159115018
M99 3850

OBITUARY

With profound grief and sorrow we hereby
inform premature departure of our beloved Sh.
Surinder Kumar Bhat (Retd. Accounts
Officer) originally from Rohmoh, Pulwama on
23rd August 2024 at his residence H No 43,
Lane 2/3, Roop Nagar , Jammu.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on 1st
September 2024 at Muthi Ghat near Director

School Education office at 8:30 A.M.

Deeply Remembered By

Smt. Sarla {Ganjoo) Bhat Wife

Smit. Shiny Bhat & Sh. Rahul Tikoo Daughter and Son in Law
Smt. Monkca Bhat & Sh. Vikas Pandita Daughter and Son in Law

Smt. Kundan Bhat W/o Late Dr. M.K Bhat Sisterin Law

Smt. Vijgy Pandita & Sh. Avtar Krishan Pandita Sister and Brother in Law
Sh, 5. LBhat & Smt. Pushpa Bhat Brother and Sister in Law

Smt. Dulari W/o Late Sh. Janki Nath Ganjoo of Wanpoh Mother in Law

Smt. Kimn Jad & Sh. Hia Lal Jad Sister in Law and Brother in Law

Smt. Leha Kaul Wi Latae Sh Sateh Kaul Sister in Law

Smt. Sunia Talashi & Sh. Hans Raj Talashi Sister in Law & Brother in Law
Smt. Raka Razdhan & Sh. Yoginder Razdhan Sister in Law & Brother in Law
Maluin side mourning will be at the same residence.

Contact: Sarla Bhat-788 9629 499,

Sh. Surinder Kumar Bhat
(Retd. Accounts Officer)

Shiny Bhat-899 9778 154

FHATS, RAINA'S, HOUL'E, PATWARI'S PANDITAS

TENTH DAY KRIYA o
With pmibund grief and somow, we infom you the sad ard
untimely damea of dur baioved Sh. RAMESH KUMAR BHAT _":' Ir:;ur e

Sie Lt Sh. Mohan La | Bhat, wiho keft us Br heavenly abode on
ith August, HIM, onginally msident of Hanjse@  Fatan
KASHMIR AJp Lane Mo, 11, Commanity Hall Near Block Ha, -
63, Jagatl Colosy Nagmda Jammu.

Tanth Day Kriya il be paformeed 3t Muthd Ghat {Near
Cireclombe of School Eckcation], MUTHE Jamenu, on 2od
Sepembern U4, Assmbly [mourning] will B2 held at Muth
Ghat at 9 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sl P Doy (Mother)

Ll. Pinky Bnat (W i)

Sanl. Toska Bhal (Maant)

Ll Sharda B Sk, Sateh Bral (Aunt & Linche)

St Sunls B Sh Vieod Kol (SEber & Brothier in a)
Mrs. MEha & M Al kool (Daughter & Son in Bw)
Mrs: Rizha B Me Anupan Houl {Daughter & 5on in Bw)
Bhat's, Moul's, Pandita’s, Zutshi™s

Pihone Ho's 97973 D8EFS, 9149827 I8, FO0e 507 Ml

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With Profound grief and sorrow,we regret to|
inform the untimely and sad demise of our|
beloved father Sh Pran Nath Tickoo|
(Budshah) S/o Late Ganesh Dass Tickoo|
(Budshah) on 29/8/2024 originally from
Narparistan Banna mohalla srinagar present-
ly at Kendriya Vihar Sec 56 Gurgaonj

Haryana. J
E]

Sh. RAMESH KUMAR
BHAT

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at
Chota Haridwar on 6th sept 2024. =
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Sarla Tickoo - (Budshahj)- Wife

Sons

Sudhir Tickoo (Budshah)

Rishi Tickoo (Budshah)

Shashi Tickoo (Budshah)

Nabud Badam Shuhul (Grand Children)

Dida we luv u lot... 9910777059 (M) 9818401135 (M)

Sh Pran Nath Tickoo

TENTH DAY

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Wit probund grief and somow, we Inform you he sad and untimely demisa
of our bloved Sh. RAMESH KUMAR BHAT (S/a LtSh. Mohan Lal Bhat),
who laftus for heaverly sbode an 24th August, 2024, originally recidant of
Hanjiwera Patian KAS HWIR Al Lane Nao. 11, Community Hdl, Near Block
Ma. - 63, Jagatl Cdlary Nagrota Jammu.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be parformad at Muti Ghat (Naar Directerate of
School BEducafion), MUTHI Jammu, on 2nd September, 2024,
ASSEMBLY (MOURNING ) will be hald at Muthi Ghat at @ AM.

G RIEF STRICKEN.

Smt Sharda & Sh.Satish Bhat (Aunt & Uncle)

Sh. Avatsr Krishan Ball (Brother in law, Ho LL Nirmala Bhat Ball)
Smt. Sunite & Sh. Vinod Kou (Sister & Brother in law)

Mrs. Nicha & Mr. Anll Koul (Daughter & Soninlaw)

irs. Neha & Mr. Arupam Keul (Daug hier& Son in law)

BHAT'S, KOUL'S, PANDITA'S, ZUTSHI'S

PHONE NO'S 9707 328829, 9149827 278, 700650 7701

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad & untimely demisa of cur baloved Sh. Chuni
Lal Ji Makroo Sfo LL Sh. Tota Ram Makmoo Ryo
Chhanapora, Srinagar, Kashmir Afp TRT D-12,
Purkhoo Camp, Jammu. He left for his heavenly
abode on 25th of August, 2024 at Pune.
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performad at Dehu
Gaon Ghat, Dehugaon, Pune, Mahamshtra on
02nd of September, 2024 at 08:30 am.

GRIEF STRICKEM:

Rajesh Makioo (Son)

firti Makroo (Daughbter-im-law)

Raju Raina (Son-in-law)

Anita Raju Raina (Daughter)

Sh. Prithwi Math Makroo [Brother)

Grand Children: Aryan, Pradyumna, Mshka
Mob Mo: 7TB7S 366444 [ 96071 55976

BHAT

SH. CHUNI LAL 31
MAKROD

With profound gref and sormw we are saddened o infrm
vou al about e sad demse of our beEowed [aiher
Shri Pushkar Math Kobru 50 Late MM Koo Rjo R
amdir Habba Kadal Srnagar (KME) AP HNz 42 - & Lane
Mz 1 Sharica Wagar Gole Taab Tillo , Jamenu

TENTH DAY will be performed on Frday 05th September;
HiZ4 ak B30 am at Muthi Ghat Jammu

GRIEF STRICKEM.

S Lsbhn Kokri (Wike )

Smit Maya Kotru [ Bhabhil)

(Sonand Dawghber in law)

Rajes h Kotru and Fatni Kotru

Rakesh Kakru (San)

Sahil BEotre arg Arehu Kotrd (Son and Do wg htar in law)

Shubam and Jyamhu {Grand Child ren).

Mobile- 29050 F0368, GOOE1E3305, FRHR002471.

MOURNING FROM MALLUN SIDE will aks be held at the same place.

5hri Pushkar Math Kotru

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

ith profound grief & sorow, we inform the sad
emise of our beloved Sdn. Sujan Kaur Wio S. Lt.
Makhan Singh Ji (Transporter) Rfo 68 Karan Nagar,
ammu on 27-8-24.

Bhog & Antim Ardas shal be held as per the following
ogramme;

rambh Sri Akhand Path Sahib on 30th Aug. 24
Friday) at 9.00AM.

ntim Ardas at Gurudwara Kalgidhar Rehari on
1-09-2024 from 11.00AM to 12.30 PM.

Followed by Guru Ka Langar. SARDARNI SUJAN
Grief Stricken KAURJI
Sons & Daughters-in-law Nephews

dn. & S. Narinder Singh Raina S. Amarjeet Singh

dn. & S. Ddjeet Singh Raina Dr. Dara Singh
Daughter & Son-in-law 8. Gurjeet Singh

dn. & S. Delair Singh Grand Children
Brother-in-law & Sister-in-law 8. Jaitesh Singh

Scn, & S. Gurdiyal Singh

"BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS |

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret tof
inform the sad demise of S. LAL SINGH S/o|
LATE S. AVTAR SINGH JI Rlo H.No. 5486, Lanef
No. 1, New Plot, Jammu.

Following Scheduled programme:-- ‘
ARAMBH SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB at our|
residence on Saturday (31.08.2024) at 9:00f

Sdn. & S. Jaskaran Singh

am.

BHOG SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB atourres-
idence on (02.09.2024) at 9:00 a.m. s
KIRTAN & ANTIM ARDAS at Gurudwara Sahib i

Kalgidhar Rehari, Jammu on (02.09.2024)  S. LAL SINGH
Monday from 10:15 to 11:45 am folowed by (Retd. Office Supdt. 1 FOD)
GURU KA LANGAR

GRIEF STRICKEN :

Sdn. Harbans Kour (Wife)

Sdn. Basant Kour & Engr. S. Piara Singh (Sister & Brother in law)

S. Ajit Pal Singh & Sdn. Pardeep Kour (Son & Daughter in law)

S. Safinder Pal Singh & Sdn. Tanjeet Kour (Son & Daughter in law)
GRAND CHILDREN: Alvin, Nidambh, Harshpreet, Arshpreet, Livpreet.
Mob.: 9796495261, 9469112530

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With Profound grief and sorrow,we regret to
inform the sad demis= of our beloved Mothear
SMT VEEMA KOUL ([ THATHI) W/e LATE
SH. SHIBAN LAL KOUL ORIGINALLY OF
ZAINA KADAL ( SRINAGAR- KASHMIR) &
Of BUTA NAGAR ENCLAVE PALOURA
JAMMU and presertly at # C-1010 JHANVI
ENCLAVE BANGALORE KARMNATAKA-
on  26TH AUGUST -2024(

SMT VEENA KOUL
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be periormad on 4TH SEP- (THATHI)
TEMBER _2024( 04.08.2024) al SRIRANGAPAT-
GRIEF STRICKEN

EHASHON KOUL & 95MT REETAKOUL(BROTHER-IN- LAW & SISTER IN LAW)
SH SACHIN & SMT SUMAN KOUL {SON-IN -LAW & DAUGHTER)

SHSUNL KOUL & SMT SONI KOUL { SON & DAUGHTER = IN- LaW)

SH SUNNY HOUL & SMT MEGHA SINGAL { SON & DAUGHTER- IN - LAW)
SAMAST KOUL PARNMAR

ALL Mear & Dear ones

regret o convey that our beloved
Smt. Asha Bhat (W/'a Bhushan Lal
Bhat), ariginally from Gund Gushi,
Kupwara; Alp F-144, Sector - 2,
Durga Magar, Talab Tilo, Jammu
attained Mirvara on 26th Augu
2024,

10th Day Kriya
an 4th September 2024 9:00 am at
Muthi Ghat near Direclorale of
School Education Jammu.
Grief Stricken

Sh Bushan Lal Bhat- Husband
Son's and Daughter-n-Law's
Sandeep and Anita Bhat
Surinder and Reena Bhat
Susheal and Asmi Bhat
Grandchildren: Bhavik, Vandita & Myra

Contact No.: 9622307652, 7351003510, T389T22504, T3ETO 54731

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Shri Vachaspati Khajuria.
TENTH DAY will be performed on 01 Sep 2024, Sunday at
1000 AM.

KRIYA will be peformed on 02 Sep 2024, Monday at
12:30 PM.

Address: Khajuria Niwas, Chandan Vihar, Phase- 2, Muthi,
Family

Smt Kamla Khajuria -Wife

Son & Daug hter-in-Law

Lt Col Vikram Khajuria & Mrs Shivali Khajuria
Daughter & Son-in-Law

Smt Rarjana Sharma & Shri Pankaj Sharma

will be paformead |l

Smt. Asha Bhat

Shri Vachaspati Khajuria
Brother & Sister-in-Law

Shri Prem Khajuria & Smt Sheela Khajuria

Shri Purshotam Khajuria & Smt Vieena Khajuria

Sister & Brother-in-Law

Smt Vimla & Lt Shri Bodh Raj Bargotra

Smt Champa & Lt Shri Mohan Lal Bargotra

Smt Santosh & Shri Ravi Dutt Sharma.

Grand Children: Shashvat Khajuria, Plyush Sharma, Ishita Sharma

10TH DAY KRIYA

We are desply saddened to inform you the
passing of our baloved Sh Mohan Krishan
Bhan 3fo Late Sh Bagwan Dass Bhan origk
nally resident of Bana Mohalla Srinagar at
present H Mo, 22 Lane Mo, 3 3ec B1
Laxmipuram Chinore Jammu attained
Moksha on 23 82024,

Tenth Day Krya will be performed on
01.08.2024 (Sunday) at Muthi Ghat near

Director School Education Jammu at 8:340
P Sh Mohan Krishan

GRIEF 5 TRICKEN: Ehan
Fami Bran - Wi

Sons & Daughtardnd aws

Saich Bran & Msha Ehan

‘Sanjy 2han & Rekhs Bhan

Sunewl Brons Ksnehan Bheon

Behweanl Bhen & Faju Bhen

Anll Bhan & KapiBhan

Grard D aighiers & Sondne-law

Chawi Bhsn & Rahul Fushl

Akanksbe Bran ko Ra bl Mdhs

Grardl Son & Ddaightars

Al iys Brsmn, Bhuvnesh Bhan, Ay ueh man, fama, Myra, Gogad
Graai Grand Dasghter Sheenks Tukh|

Mobil: Mo. 9796426186

10TH DAY/13TH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to
inform you the untimely demise of our
beloved Sh. Rajinder Singh Rakwal S/O
Sh. Bhagat Singh R/o Gurha Brahmanal|,
Patoli on 24.08.2024.
Tenth Day will be performed on Monday
02.09.2024 at 11:00 AM and 13th Day
will be performed on Thursday
05.09.2024 at our residence Gurha
Brahmana Patoli.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Seema Rakwal -Wife

Sh. Vishal Singh Rakwal & Pallavi Jamwal (Son & Daughter in law)

Sh. Sandeep Singh Jamwal (TSQ) & Dr. Shalini Rajput (Daughter & Son-in-law)
All Brothers & Bhabhis

Grand Children

Samarth, Ridhaan & Aviraj

Phone No. 6006045776, 9419165588, 9419136532

M/S Shiva Brick Kiln

M/S Bawa Dev Traders Gurha Patoli Brahmana

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

Sh. Rajinder Singh
Rakwal

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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‘BIP-led government fails to redress
issues of 0BCs in J&K’

TV IV O] mﬂﬁ—mﬁ”ﬂ!u'}lﬁwf

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: Kewal
Fotra, President of All J&K
Sain Samaj, along with
other leaders from vari-
ous OBC organizations,
expressed deep dissat-
isfaction and highlighted
a series of grievances
against the BJP-led gov-
ernment concerning the
treatment of Other Back-
ward Classes (OBCs) in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The conference focused
on the alleged failure of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government
to fulfill promises made
to the OBC community in
J&K, particularly regard-
ing the implementation of
reservations and recogni-
tion of OBC rights.

Kewal Fotra recalled that
during the 2014 Jammu
& Kashmir Assembly
elections, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had com-
mitted to implementing a
27% reservation for OBCs
in government services
and educational institu-
tions in J&K. This promise
was made at prominent
events held in Maulana
Azad Stadium in Jammu
and Hiranagar. However,
despite the passage of
time, this commitment
remains unfulfilled.

“The OBC community in
J&K has long demanded
the implementation of
reservations as per Arti-
cle 15(4), 16(4), 15(5),
and 16(5) of the Indian
Constitution. These pro-
visions are backed by the
Supreme Court's judg-
ment dated November
16, 1992, which upheld
the Mandal Commission
Report recommend-
ing 27% reservations

Yuva Jatt Sabha calls for urgent political

for OBCs across India.

Despite this, the BJP gov-
ernment has continued to
enforce the Reservation
Act of 2004 and state
Reservation Rules under
SRO-294 of 2005, which
were framed under Article
370 by previous govern-
ments, and do not reflect
the central reservation
policy” he said.

Despite the abrogation
of Article 370 on August
5, 2019, which led to the
reorganization of J&K into
a Union Territory on Octo-
ber 31, 2019, he said, the
Modi government con-
tinued to apply the old
reservation policies that
were in place before the
abrogation.

These policies do not
align with the central res-
ervation policy that guar-
antees 27% reservation
for OBCs.

Fotra criticized this
as a clear indication of
the Modi government's
discriminatory attitude
towards the OBC com-
munity in J&K.

The BJP government's
reluctance to conduct a
caste census with a sep-
arate column for OBCs,
similar to that for Sched-
uled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes, was highlight-
ed as a significant issue.
The OBC community

considers this census cru-
cial for accurately reflect-
ing their population and
ensuring proper represen-
tation in various sectors.

Mohan Lal Pawar,
General Secretary of All
J&K OBC-Mahasabha,
pointed out that the Modi
government repealed the
State Backward Classes
Commission Act of 1997
and established a new
"Socially & Educationally
Backward Classes Com-
mission" under Article
340. This commission,
headed by Justice (Retd)
G.D. Sharma, included no
OBC members and was
criticized for including 13
communities in the OBC
list that were not identi-
fied by the Mandal Com-
mission or recognized as
socially and educationally
backward by the Supreme
Court. These communi-
ties include upper-caste
groups like Acharya
Brahmins, Sunar, Jat,
and others, which dilutes
the true essence of OBC
reservation.

Since India’s inde-
pendence in 1947, the
OBC community in J&K
has had no representa-
tion in the State Assem-
bly (State Law Making
Body). Fotra and other
leaders demanded politi-
cal reservation for OBCs

representation for Jatt Commumty

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: In
a significant move to
address the ongoing
concerns regarding the
assembly election ticket
distribution, Amandeep
Singh Boparai, President
of the Yuva Jatt Sabha,
convened an urgent con-
ference today to shed
light on the injustices
faced by the Jatt com-
munity in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The conference high-
lighted the alarming trend
of political parties, partic-
ularly the BJP, neglect-
ing the Jatt community,
which numbers in the
lakhs within Jammu Prov-
ince. Boparai expressed
deep concern over
the reservation of Jatt-
dominant seats such as
Suchetgarh, Marh, and
Ramgarh, while simulta-
neously noting the com-
plete lack of representa-
tion for the Jatt commu-
nity in open seats.

"In the last Assembly,
we had 2 MLAs and 2
MLCs from the Jatt com-
munity, but we fear that
there will be no repre-
sentation for us in the
upcoming Assembly,"
stated Boparai. "Despite
our significant population

and contributions to the

region, we find ourselves
sidelined in the political
arena. It is dishearten-
ing to witness our com-
munity being overlooked
during this critical election
period."

While emphasizing that
the Yuva Jatt Sabha is
a non-political organiza-
tion, Boparai asserted
that they will take action
whenever representation
for the Jatt community is
denied. "We urge all polit-
ical parties to recognize
the importance of inclu-
sivity and representation.
Our community deserves
a voice, and we will stand
by candidates who genu-
inely represent our inter-
ests," he added.

Boparai specifically
urged the Congress party
to ensure proper repre-
sentation for the Jatt
community by granting a
ticket to a Jatt candidate
for the Jammu South

seat. The BJP should
consider giving the Bahu
seat to a Jatt candidate,
as it remains unde-
clared. This move could
strengthen their sup-
port base and address
community representa-
tion effectively. "We will
ensure victory in Jatt-
dominant seats if our
community is properly
represented. However, if
we are ignored, we will
have no choice but to
boycott both the BJP and
Congress and support
independent candidates
instead," he emphasized.
In light of this situa-
tion, the Yuva Jatt Sabha
has declared its com-
mitment to advocate for
justice and equality in
the political landscape.
The Sabha calls upon all
stakeholders to recon-
sider their strategies and
ensure fair representation
for the Jatt community in
Jammu and Kashmir.

in the Jammu & Kashmir
Legislative Assembly,
Urban Local Bodies, and
Panchayati Raj System.
This would ensure that
the voices of OBCs are
heard in the political pro-
cess and their concerns
are addressed more
effectively.

The OBC leaders called
for the implementation of
27% reservation for OBCs
along with 10% EWS
(Economically Weaker
Section) reservation,
totaling 37%, in govern-
ment services and edu-
cational institutions. They
argued that OBCs repre-
sent 68% of the total pop-
ulation of J&K, yet they
are only provided with 8%
reservation in government
services, which is grossly
inadequate.

The OBC leaders
also criticized the cur-
rent vertical reservation
system, which allocates
10% reservation to resi-
dents of backward areas
(RBA) and 4% to ALC +
IB (Area Line of Control
+ International Border).
They argued that these
reservations are uncon-
stitutional and primar-
ily benefit upper castes,
taking away opportunities
meant for OBCs as per
the Mandal Commission
recommendations.

The recent amend-
ment to SRO-294 of
2005, which changed the
nomenclature from OSC
(Other Socially Castes)
to OBC (Other Back-
ward Classes), has led to
chaos and confusion, with
numerous files pending
before revenue authori-
ties. This has resulted
in significant delays and
hardships for OBCs trying

to obtain their rightful cer-
tificates.

The appointment of non-
OBC individuals to the
Backward Classes Inclu-
sion & Exclusion Commis-
sion and the OBC-Ded-
icated Commission was
also criticized. The OBC
leaders argued that these
commissions lack proper
representation from the
OBC community, which
undermines their legiti-
macy and the fairness of
their decisions.

The OBC leaders called
for the abolition of the
creamy layer criteria,
which currently restricts
certain OBCs from avail-
ing reservations. They
argued that this criterion
should be removed, simi-
lar to how it does not apply
to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

The leaders demanded
the immediate inclusion
of certain OBC communi-
ties, such as Haniji, Gow
Guijri, Ahanger, and Jul-
laha, whose applications
are pending before the
Socially & Education-
ally Backward Classes
Commission. They also
requested that Yogi and
Bowria castes be entered
into the central list of
OBCs, as they are already
recognized in the J&K
OBC list under SRO-408
dated June 18, 2019.

They urged the govern-
ment to remove the word
"Rural" from the central
list of OBCs, as it has
already been deleted from
the J&K government’s
SRO-124 of 2000. This
designation currently pre-
vents many OBCs resid-
ing in urban areas from
obtaining their rightful
OBC certificates.

Transgender, LGBTQIA+ community

of J&K holds rally demanding
political reservation

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31:
The Transgender and
LGBTQIA+ community of
Jammu & Kashmir, under
the leadership of Ravee-
na Mahant, Incharge of
the J&K Unit of the Trans-
gender Community, held
a rally from Bikram Chowk
to Hari Singh Park.

The rally was organised
to voice the community's
strong demand for politi-
cal reservation and repre-
sentation in the electoral
process, a necessity that
has long been denied
by political parties in the
region.

The rally highlighted the
urgent need for political
reservations for transgen-
der individuals in legisla-
tive bodies. Without such
reservations, the com-
munity remains under-
represented and unable
to influence decisions that
directly impact their lives.

Participants demanded
that political parties pro-

“Modi brought new dawn in J&K”

vide equal opportuni-
ties for transgender and
LGBTQIA+ candidates
to contest elections. The
ongoing exclusion of our
community from the elec-
toral arena is a clear viola-
tion of our constitutional
rights and democratic
principles.

The demands raised
during the rally are
grounded in key judg-
ments by the Indian judi-
ciary, which have recog-
nised the rights of trans-
gender individuals. The
Supreme Court of India,
in its landmark ruling in
National Legal Services
Authority v. Union of India
(2014), acknowledged
transgender persons as
the 'Third Gender' and
directed the government
to treat them as socially
and educationally back-
ward classes. This ruling
makes transgender indi-
viduals eligible for res-
ervations in education
and employment, and by
extension, should apply

to political representation
as well.

Further supporting this
cause, the Madras High
Court in Nangai v. The
Superintendent of Police
(2014), emphasised the
necessity of including
transgender individuals
in all aspects of society,
including political life.

These judgments pro-
vide a strong legal basis
for the demands for politi-
cal reservation and rep-
resentation raised by the
community during the
rally.

The rally was a powerful
demonstration of the com-
munity's resolve to fight
for their rights and ensure
that their voices are heard
in the political arena.

The Transgender and
LGBTQIA+ community
of J&K will continue to
advocate for these crucial
changes and call on the
government and political
parties to address this
issue with the urgency it
deserves.

 BJPleads movement to empower, defend people s rights: Kishan Reddy

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: In
a fiery address today,
Union Minister for Coal
and Mines, G. Kishan
Reddy, and BJP’s In-
Charge of the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly
Elections, called ongoing
assembly elections in J&K
as "a movement for the
people" as the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) contin-
ues its efforts to redefine
the future of Jammu and
Kashmir. Speaking to an
energized crowd in sup-
port of party candidate
from Jammu West Arvind
Gupta, Reddy reaffirmed
that J&K remains the
heartbeat of India, and the
party’s vision for its people
reflects the legacy of
Shyama Prasad Mukher-
jee, who established the
party with the aim to pro-
tect J&K from dynastic rule
and divisive politics.

Reddy reminded the
gathering of the BJP’s
historic opposition to
Article 370, dating back to
the founding of the party.
He paid homage to the
sacrifices made by lead-
ers like Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, who gave
their lives for the cause of
"Ek Nishan, Ek Vidhan, Ek
Pradhan" (One Flag, One
Constitution, One Head).

JSS Jammu ranked-1in UT of J&K for
Excellence by Education Today

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: Jammu
Sanskriti School, Jammu,
is proud to announce
its distinction as the No.
1 school in Jammu &
Kashmir and Jammu for
Academic Reputation,
as recognized by Educa-
tion today. This presti-
gious accolade highlights
the school’s exceptional
commitment to academic
excellence and education-
al innovation.

Education Today’s recent
survey, which included

over 1,120 schools across
North India, identified
only 298 institutions for
awards based on rigorous
criteria including jury rank-
ings, parent votes, and
detailed survey analysis.
Jammu Sanskriti School’'s
top rankings reflect its
outstanding educational
standards and dedication
to student success.
Education Today was
established in 2013, and
stands as one of the top
education magazines in
India, offering unparal-
leled insights and informa-

tive articles for students,
teachers, and parents
nationwide

The North India's School
Merit Awards ceremony
took place on August 30,
2024, at The Crowne Plaza
in Gurugram. The event
was covered by the Edu-
cation News Network and
featured in the September
issue of Education Today
magazine. The recogni-
tion is a testament to the
school's continual efforts
to provide an exemplary
learning environment.
The award was received

by Rohini Aima -Principal
Cum Vice-Chairperson of
the school and Sunakshi
Anand - Director opera-
tions of the school.

Rohini Aima, Principal
Cum Vice-Chairperson of
Jammu Sanskriti School,
expressed her pride in the
school’s achievements
and conveyed her grati-
tude to the Management,
the Faculty and the par-
ents for carving the niche.
She further added “We
are honored and thrilled
to receive this recognition.
This achievement is a tes-

-

He noted that the 2019
abrogation of Article 370
marked a turning point in
the BJP’s long struggle
to fully integrate Jammu
and Kashmir into India, a
cause the party kept alive
in their manifestos for over
70 years.

The Union Minister
emphasized that this elec-
tion is the first after the his-
toric abrogation of Article
370, signaling a new era
for the people of J&K.
"This is not just an elec-
tion," he said, "it's a move-
ment for the restoration of
dignity for women, West
Pakistani refugees, SCs,
STs, and Valmiki Samaj,
alongside all the people
of Jammu and Kashmir."
He extended gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for
their unwavering resolve
in implementing this his-
toric decision.

Recalling Dr. Murli Mano-

Academic

tament to the hard work
and dedication of our stu-
dents, staff, and the entire
school community. Our
commitment to academic
excellence and holistic
development remains
unwavering, and we will
continue to strive for excel-
lence in all aspects of edu-
cation.”

This accolade under-
scores Jammu Sanskriti
School’s dedication to
nurturing academic excel-
lence and its role as a
leader in education in the
region.

(W ¥

har Joshi's historic journey
to unfurl the tricolor in Sri-
nagar’s Lal Chowk, Reddy
highlighted the symbolic
importance of today’s
youth proudly carrying the
Indian flag in rallies across
Dal Lake. "The youth of
Kashmir have shown their
love for India and its unity,"
he said, contrasting this
positive shift with the resis-
tance of opposition par-
ties like Congress and the
National Conference (NC),
who Reddy claimed "are
not liking the big change in
Kashmir post-Article 370
abrogation."

Reddy remarked that
the world’s eyes are on
J&K now, as India dem-
onstrates how peace,
development, and democ-
racy are taking root in the
region. He urged voters
not to see this election as
a mere political contest but
as a crucial step in secur-
ing the rights and futures
of all people in J&K. "This
election is a movement
aimed at ensuring that no
party like NC, Congress,
or PDP ever snatches
back the rights of the
common people in J&K,"
he asserted.

Taking a strong stand
against the NC’s recent
announcements, Reddy
warned of dangerous
designs to revert to dual
flags and return power to
militants. He pointed out
that the NC’s promises to
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restore trade across the
Line of Control and their
potential dialogue with
militants and Pakistan
could unravel the progress
made since Article 370's
abrogation. "It is up to the
people to see through this
dangerous plan," Reddy
urged, highlighting that
Congress is supporting the
NC'’s regressive policies.
Under BJP’s leadership,
Reddy said, militancy in
J&Kis on its last legs, and
the region is entering an
era of peace and pros-
perity. "The tables have
turned," he claimed, "and
Wwe now see peace, pros-
perity, and development
across the region thanks
to Prime Minister Modi and
Amit Shah’s leadership."
He also praised Modi for
isolating Pakistan glob-
ally, stating that the rogue
nation no longer has sup-
port from the international
community due to its role
in sponsoring terrorism.
Reddy credited Modi’s
policies for turning Paki-
stan into a failed state,
isolated from the world
stage due to its continued
support of terror. "While
Pakistan struggles, India’s
vision for J&K is moving
forward with peace and
progress," Reddy noted.
He criticized Congress for
supporting NC’s regres-
sive agenda, which, if
allowed to prevail, would
return J&K to a dark era of

militancy and bloodshed.

The Minister pointed out
the ongoing development
in the region, citing the
establishment of key insti-
tutions like 1ITs, AlIMS,
and IIMs in J&K. Reddy
criticized the Congress for
opposing these advance-
ments and aligning with
the NC’s outdated vision.
He referenced Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’'s
statement of having a
"blood relation" with the
Abdullah family, implying
that this closeness under-
mines the region's prog-
ress.

Speaking on occasion
party candidate Arvind
Gupta in his remarks
urged the people of
Jammu and Kashmir to
vote for the BJP, which
he described as the only
party capable of ending
the bloodshed and restor-
ing lasting peace to the
region. "These elections
are an opportunity to end
dynastic rule, restore
democratic institutions,
and bring lasting peace
to the region," he stated.
He called on voters to put
aside divisions of caste,
creed, and religion and
unite for a future that pri-
oritizes development and
stability.

Earlier, G. Kishan Reddy
ended his address by call-
ing for an end to the politi-
cal dominance of families
like the Abdullahs and
Muftis. "The people of J&K
deserve a government that
will strengthen Panchayati
Raj institutions and local
bodies like Municipal
Committees and Corpo-
rations," he concluded,
asking the people to vote
for change and prosper-
ity over the dynastic poli-
tics that have defined the
region for decades.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

Sr.DEE/G/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders (www.iresp.gov.in) against below titled Tenders
Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only.

No

Tender Name of Work

App Cost

Earnest
(inRs.) Money (in Rs.)

Completion| Opening | Websit
Period of tender | Particulars

251-Elect/ |[Electrical work in c/w Upgradation/
T-35- |Improvement of Jandiala, Butari, Patti &|97,04,769.92/-| 1,94,100.00/-
2024-25 |Bhagtanwalagoods shed under SSE/P/ASR.

20.09.2024 | www.ireps.
06 Months | after 15:00 | gov.in
Hrs.

No. 251-Elect/T.Notice No.28-Elect/2024-25 Dated: 29.08.2024
Serving Customers With A Smile

2708/2024
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1 OP-ED
EDITORIAL The India-Pakistan wind’s changing

that is a few km inside of the India- The deep freeze was turned on. It's clear that the wind is shift-

SAVING NATURAL
RESOURCES

ammu and Kashmir, with its stunning land-

scapes, lush valleys, and diverse ecosys-

tems, is endowed with a wealth of natural
re#ources. However, rapid urbanization, popula-
tion growth, and climate change pose significant
threats to these invaluable assets. Protecting
and conserving Jammu and Kashmir’s natural
resources is not just a necessity but an urgent
priority for ensuring the region’s environmental
sustainability and overall well-being.

Jammu and Kashmir is blessed with abundant
freshwater resources, including rivers, lakes, and
glaciers. Major rivers like the Jhelum, Chenab, and
Ravi are crucial for drinking water, agriculture,
and hydroelectric power. However, the region
faces challenges such as water pollution, over-
extraction, and glacier melting due to climate
change.

Implement Sustainable Water Management:
Promote efficient irrigation practices, such as
drip irrigation, and adopt rainwater harvesting
techniques to reduce dependency on freshwa-
ter sources. Protect Water Bodies: Prevent pol-
lution by regulating industrial waste disposal
and encouraging community-led initiatives for
the cleaning and maintenance of rivers and
lakes. Monitor Glaciers and Snowfall: Establish
research programs to track glacier health and
snowfall patterns, which are crucial for managing
water availability in the future.

The forests of Jammu and Kashmir are home
to a diverse range of flora and fauna, including
endangered species such as the Hangul deer and
the Kashmir stag. These forests play a critical role
in maintaining ecological balance, preventing soil
erosion, and contributing to the region’s climate
regulation.

Promote Afforestation and Reforestation:
Encourage tree planting campaigns and the
restoration of degraded forest areas to enhance
biodiversity and combat deforestation. Protect
Wildlife Habitats: Establish and enforce wildlife
protection laws to prevent poaching and habitat
destruction. Support conservation programs and
wildlife corridors to ensure the survival of endan-
gered species. Sustainable Forestry Practices:
Adopt eco-friendly logging practices and manage
forest resources in a way that meets current
needs without compromising future generations.

The fertile soil of Jammu and Kashmir sup-
ports agriculture, which is a major livelihood
for many residents. However, soil erosion, land
degradation, and improper agricultural practices
threaten soil health and productivity.

Promote Soil Conservation Techniques: Imple-
ment practices such as terracing, contour plow-
ing, and agroforestry to reduce soil erosion and
improve soil fertility. Encourage Organic Farm-
ing: Reduce the use of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides by promoting organic farming meth-
ods that enhance soil health and reduce envi-
ronmental impact. Implement Land Use Plan-
ning: Develop and enforce land use policies that
prevent over-cultivation and ensure sustainable
land management practices.

Jammu and Kashmir’s potential for renewable
energy is significant, particularly in hydroelectric,
solar, and wind energy. However, over-reliance on
non-renewable sources and inefficient energy
use are concerns that need addressing.

Invest in Renewable Energy Projects: Expand
investments in hydroelectric, solar, and wind
energy projects to reduce reliance on fossil fuels
and decrease environmental impact. Promote
Energy Efficiency: Encourage energy-efficient
appliances and practices in homes, industries,
and public buildings to reduce overall energy
consumption. Support Research and Develop-
ment: Invest in research for new technologies
and innovations in energy conservation and
renewable energy sources.

The success of natural resource conservation
efforts largely depends on public awareness and
community involvement. Educating residents
about the importance of natural resource conser-
vation and involving them in local environmental
initiatives can drive positive change.

Organize workshops, seminars, and educational
programs to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of conserving natural resources. Engage
local communities in conservation projects, such
as tree planting drives, waste management pro-
grams, and water conservation initiatives. Advo-
cate for the development and enforcement of
robust environmental policies and regulations to
protect natural resources. Preserving Jammu and
Kashmir’s natural resources is essential for main-
taining the region’s ecological balance, ensuring
the well-being of its residents, and safeguarding
its unique biodiversity. By adopting sustainable
practices, protecting ecosystems, and fostering
community engagement, we can ensure that
these precious resources are conserved for future
generations. The collective efforts of individuals,
communities, and policymakers are crucial in this
endeavor, as each action taken today will contrib-
ute to a more sustainable and resilient future for
Jammu and Kashmir.

By: JYOTI MALHOTRA

AS the time come for

Prime Minister Modi to

drop his inhibitions and
say, “Yes, ] Will”, to Pakistan?

For the uninitiated, much has
happened in the last 48 hours. In
Punjab, as the Aam Aadmi Party
consolidates itself in the face of
a shrinking Shiromani Akali Dal
— whose MLAs, significantly, are
not joining their former partners,
the BJP — Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, whose family
hails from Amritsar, has written
to Modi, inviting him to attend a
meeting of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) in Islam-
abad in October.

An honest and face-to-face con-
versation with your enemy is real
catharsis.

The Ministry of External Affairs
has confirmed that it has received
such an invite, but not what it
intends to do about it. It is also true
that the Pakistani establishment
may have put out this news in the
hope that it builds some public
pressure inside India — bleeding-
heart liberals, who for their liveli-
hood depend on reaching out and
touching someone, as well as the
candle-lighting brigade at Attari-
Wagah can always be depended
upon to push the envelope in
favour of talks.

Equally true is the boring pre-
dictability of the naysayers. Modi
cannot, must not, should not go to
Islamabad because Pakistan is the
enemy and cannot be trusted. In
case you belong to this ilk, then,
you should quickly pack your bags
and take the next bus to Gurdas-
pur, so that you have a chance to
reaffirm your animosity.

Here, where the drones fall within
spitting distance of the Zero Line,

Pakistan border, you know that the
purest-grade white heroin load
— in local parlance, chitta — that
the hexacopters carry, has been
packed and placed on the orders
of the Pakistani establishment.
There are many ways to carry out
a ‘proxy war’, of course.

Another way is to infiltrate
trained terrorists into the Jammu
region. Military analysts believe
that the ambushes of Indian sol-
diers and paramilitary in recent
months — as many as 18 soldiers
have been killed so far this summer
— is a well-considered strategy by
the Pakistani state to shift the focus
away from the Kashmir valley.

So, what should PM Modi do?
Should he go to Pakistan or not?

Remember that 10 long years ago,
Modi had invited Nawaz Sharif,
then Prime Minister of Pakistan,
to his swearing-in ceremony in
Delhi and Sharif had turned up —
against the advice of his own pow-
erful military establishment. When
Sharif returned home from Delhi,
it was said that he and his job were
in trouble, because he had chosen
to shake the hand of the man who
was the Chief Minister of Guja-
rat when the 2002 riots had taken
place, in which more than a thou-
sand Muslims had been killed. The
way Sharif explained it — Modi
was the PM of South Asia’s most
powerful country, Pakistan was
India’s neighbour and both had
been through the rough-and-tum-
ble of history — it was his duty to
offer the hand of peace.

The peace pipe didn’t last long.
On January 2, 2016, Pakistani ter-
rorists attacked the Pathankot air-
base. Soon, Modi had announced
that he was breaking off all con-
versation with Pakistan until cross-
border terrorism came to an end.

But the truth is that eight years
on, cross-border terrorism has not
come to an end. The Jammu terror
incidents from this summer indi-
cate that someone continues to
orchestrate the whole show from
behind the scenes. “Uski tooti mere
haath main hai” (I hold the lever
in my hands) — that is how in the
summer of 1999, at the height of the
Kargil War, a senior Pakistan Gen-
eral described Pakistan’s control
of cross-border terrorism to then
army chief Gen Pervez Musharraf.
The conversations were recorded
by Indian intelligence, transcribed
and shown to then Pakistan For-
eign Minister Sartaj Aziz when he
stopped over in Delhi en route to
Beijing.

Aziz had been trying to defend
the indefensible, that is, the Paki-
stani invasion at Kargil, when he
was confronted with the tapes. He
had nothing more to say after that.

Modi has been confronted with
the same dilemma since 2016. He
fully understands that the nature of
the Pakistani state hasn’t changed
and what’s more, is unlikely to
change in the near future. If he
had any doubts, the carefully
instigated overthrow of Sheikh
Hasina in Bangladesh next door —
no doubt, she is fully responsible
for allowing the situation to reach
this crescendo — should give him
a clearer picture of India’s danger-
ous neighbourhood.

So, should he continue with
upping the ante — “surgical strikes’
in 2016, followed by missile strikes
in Balakote in 2019 — even though
it’s clear that Pakistan will find
new ways to hurt India every day?
Or should he take a leaf out of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s book and try to
make peace with the nation that
the latter went to war with?

ing in the India-Pakistan corner
again. Modi remains a strong
third-term Prime Minister, but
he has had to go the extra mile to
woo both Russia and the US over
Ukraine. It's not clear whether the
Big Powers want Modi to renew
contact with Pakistan again, which
is what explains the timing of
the Islamabad invite. Even if the
invite is for a pro-China organisa-
tion, which is what the SCO is,
perhaps the Americans are testing
the waters. They certainly don’t
want Pakistan to be fully drawn
into China’s sway.

And then there’s Kashmir. More
than one India-Pakistan-US Track
Two conversation has come away
with the revelation that Pakistan
may be willing to tone down its
very harsh criticism of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and return to
a conversation if India conducts
elections in Jammu & Kashmir.
Guess what’s happening there in
September.

The fact remains that Modi
should make the decision to go or
not to go to Islamabad on his own
merit — and how it will play at
home. (For one, it is bound to bur-
nish his credentials with the influ-
ential candle-lighting constituency
at Attari-Wagah.) Second, Modi
knows that secure leaders and
nations are not afraid to speak to
anyone, especially their enemies.
Third, key state elections are
around the corner. If Haryana and
Maharashtra are lost to the Oppo-
sition, the sense of the BJP and PM
Modi being further pushed into a
political corner will increase.

Apart from the fact that an honest
and face-to-face conversation with
your enemy is real catharsis, imag-
ine the boost to his popularity if
Modi goes to Pakistan.

Social media overuse taking its toll on consumers

By: KP SINGH

during an orientation pro-

gramme for new entrants
at a law college in Punjab that
students remain occupied on
social media (SM) for an aver-
age of over seven hours a day,
leaving them with little time for
sports and other community
engagements or personal activi-
ties. It is estimated that 65 per
cent of the teenagers are hooked
on social networking service
(SNS) and 72 per cent of them
have direct access to the Internet.
The number of SM accounts and
Internet users has crossed the 100
crore-mark in India. According
to Pew Research Centre statis-
tics, 77 per cent of employees
admit to using social network-
ing sites while at work.

No one can deny that SM
provides people who desire to
expand their social networks,
promote their businesses or
overcome loneliness with an
incredible platform. It fosters a
feeling of belongingness among
those who need company but
cannot physically interact with
their family members, friends
and relatives. SNS also makes for
a good pastime and a source of
entertainment for all, especially
senior citizens. However, over-
indulgence in SM has a harmful
impact on the physical, mental
and overall wellbeing of its users.

According to a University of
Buffalo study, excessive use of
SNS by college students has det-
rimental effects on their physical
health. They have higher levels
of C-reactive protein (CRP), a
sign of chronic inflammation
connected to major diseases like

IT was shocking to learn

diabetes, malignancies and car-
diovascular problems. The new
generation addicted to SM is at
a high risk of suffering from the
‘blue light effect’, which is pro-
duced by the light emanating
from electronic devices while in
use. It adversely affects the pro-
duction of the melatonin hor-
mone, which controls the sleep-
wake cycle or circadian rhythms,
resulting in sleeplessness and a
weak immunity.

A National Institutes of Health
study (2018) at the New York-
Presbyterian medical centre
reported that children spend-
ing more than two hours a day
on screen-time activities scored
low on language and thinking
tests. Some children exposed to
the screen daily for more than
seven hours experienced thin-
ning of the brain’s cortex, the
area related to critical thinking
and reasoning.

In 2015, psychologist Marion
Underwood and sociologist
Robert Faris analysed about 1.5
lakh social media posts from
more than 200 students aged 13
years and found that they had
created drastically different
online personas for themselves.
They felt the freedom to do or
say whatever they wanted to
without any inhibition or fear of
consequences Or repercussions.
Media theorist Douglas Rushkoff
calls this phenomenon “digiphre-
nia’, which is “the experience of
trying to exist in more than one
incarnation of yourself at the
same time.”

Studies have established that
frequent stimulations received
from SM sites shorten the atten-
tion span of the users, triggering
far-reaching consequences. Such

individuals may find it difficult
to express themselves clearly,
make mistakes as a result of a
diminished attention to detail,
and perform badly in a variety
of settings, such as social situa-
tions, at their workplace and at
educational institutions.

Comparison is ingrained in
human nature. The fake videos,
manipulated information,
impractical solutions and mis-
chievous prescriptions published
on SM are so mesmerising that
ill-informed and innocent users
start comparing their ‘real life’
with others’ ‘reel life’, leading to
self-doubt and making them feel
frustrated and depressed.

It is sickening that the rat race
to get maximum likes on digi-
tal platforms and the quest for
creating the best videos and
stories have made many gull-
ible individuals share each and
every moment of their private
life and that of others, allowing
an intrusion into their privacy.
It is leading to different kinds of
behavioural abrasions, relation-
ship discord and social conflicts.
Such people do not understand
that SM platforms are best meant
for impacting people and not for
impressing others.

The bombardment of crypted
and unverified information on
social networking sites is clut-
tering the users” minds. It has
snatched away from them the
joy of being and living in the
moment. Moreover, biased SM
algorithms passively make the
users consume unsuitable con-
tent that might lead to moral
desensitisation.

An overindulgence in SM leads
to psychological disorders; a
new class of such victims has

already emerged. They can be
seen checking their cell phones
involuntarily — 79 times a day,
according to a study — com-
pelled by the desire to seek
screen stimulation. Excessive
time spent on networking sites
has the potential of dragging
such individuals into solitude
and loneliness. In the absence
of regular face-to-face interac-
tions, humans lose the ability to
recognise and respond to facial
cues, voice tone and inflection,
body language and the warmth
of emotions.

The ethical consequences of
addiction to SM are far more
serious and extend from cyber-
bullying to privacy violations.
Notably, 30 per cent of students
in middle and high school are
either victims or culprits of
cyberbullying; 18 per cent of
them are girls. Unfortunately, 15
per cent of the victims of cyber-
bullying attempt suicide out of
depression.

Anonymity on SM often
encourages users to post inap-
propriate material and indulge
in cybercrimes. Although the
Telecommunications Act, 2023,
prescribes duties of the SM users
and measures to protect consum-
ers from unauthorised intrusion
into their privacy and empowers
enforcement agencies to inter-
cept objectionable communica-
tion, it is not proving a deterrent
in the absence of rules and a lack
of awareness among the masses.

Humankind now stands at a
critical juncture regarding social
media overuse. It must intro-
spect: “Are we using SM or has
it started consuming us?” SM
should be used with due respon-
sibility.
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Top News Report

KATHUA, Aug 31:
Kathua Women's Degree
College recently orga-
nized an informative
lecture to raise aware-
ness about India’s newly
enacted criminal laws.

This event was coor-
dinated by the Depart-
ments of Education,
Geography, Sociology,
Home Science, and His-
tory, in collaboration with
Vikshit Bharat and the
SVEEP Committee.

The lecture concen-
trated on the Bhartiya
Nyaya Sanhita, Bhartiya
Nagrik Surksha Sanhita,
and Bhartiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023.

Dr. Syed Naser, a
renowned expert, deliv-
ered a thorough presen-

Top News Report

DODA, Aug 31: In a
heartfelt ceremony held
in Bhaderwah area of
Doda district, the health
department bid fare-
well to Hafiza Begum, a
dedicated and respected
staff member, who retired
after more than 38 years
of exemplary service.

Hafiza Begum, the
mother of Abrar Batt,
a journalist with The
Chenab Times, has
been a cornerstone of
the department, contrib-
uting significantly to the
community’s health and
well-being over her long
and distinguished career.

The retirement cer-

emony, organized by
the health department,
was a fitting tribute to
her years of hard work
and commitment. Block
Medical Officer, along
with other staff members,
expressed their gratitude
and admiration for Hafiza
Begum’s dedication. The
event was marked by
warm speeches, shared
memories, and a sense
of appreciation for her
invaluable contributions.

Abrar Batt, in atten-
dance at the event,
expressed his deep pride
in his mother’s achieve-
ments and thanked the
department for their sup-
port and the beautiful
send-off. "My mother’s

Jeelaniassumes charge
as SSP Kupwara |

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31:
Ghulam Jeelani, a senior
officer of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police Ser-
vice (JKPS), officially
assumed charge as the
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Kupwara.

A formal handover cer-
emony was held at the
District Police Headquar-
ters, Kupwara, where the
outgoing SSP, Shobhit
Saksena, IPS, passed
on the responsibilities to
Jeelani.

The ceremony marked
a smooth transition of
leadership within the
district police.

Shobhit Saksena, who
has served with distinc-

tion, expressed his grati-
tude to the police per-
sonnel and local admin-
istration for their support
during his tenure.

Ghulam Jeelani, in his
remarks, acknowledged
the work done by his pre-
decessor and pledged to
continue efforts to main-
tain law and order while
ensuring the safety and
security of the citizens of
Kupwara.

The event was attend-
ed by senior police offi-
cers, district officials,
and other dignitaries
who conveyed their best
wishes to the new SSP
and commended the
outgoing officer for his
service.

GDC Sunderbani organizes Poster
Making Competition to raise voter
awareness program f

Top News Report

SUNDERBANI, Aug 31:
GDC Sunderbani orga-
nized a Poster Making
Competition to raise
Voter Awareness Pro-
gram. The competition
was organized by the
Electoral Literacy Club
under the SVEEP (Sys-
tematic Voters Education
and Electoral Participa-
tion).

The programme held in
the College campus to
built a participative dem-
ocratic character among
students and encourage
them to cast the vote and
make an informed deci-
sion during the election.

Dalip Kumar (JKAS)
CDPO Sunderbani and
Suresh Kumar (Supervi-
sor) ICDS Project Sun-

derbani were jury mem-
bers on the occasion.

They judged this
SVEEP event and
declared as Jyoti Potoch
semester 3rd on 1st
position, Retish Sharma
semester 3rd got 2nd
position and Amisha
Sharma semester 3rd
and Shakti Devi semes-
ter 5th shared 3rd posi-
tion.

Principal of the col-
lege Dr. Ashu Vashist
appreciated the efforts
of Electoral Literacy club
members Dr. Kuldeep
Raj Sharma, Prof Davin-
der Kumar, Dr. Manjeet
Singh, Dr. Umesh Paudel
and Prof. Jyoti Sharma.

She congratulated the
students for their partici-
pation and securing their
positions.

H

unwavering dedication
to her work has always
been an inspiration to
me. | am deeply grateful
to BMO Sir and the entire
health department for
honoring her with such
a wonderful ceremony,”
he said.

Hafiza Begum leaves
behind a legacy of ser-
vice and care that will be
remembered by her col-
leagues and the count-
less individuals she
helped throughout her
career. As she steps into
retirement, her contribu-
tions to the health depart-
ment will continue to be
felt, and her example will
inspire those who follow
in her footsteps.

GDC Khour organizes symposium on

tation, explaining the key
aspects and implications
of each law.

His discussion pro-
vided attendees with a
comprehensive under-
standing of how these
legislative measures will
influence India’s legal
framework.

Dr. Savi Behal, Prin-
cipal of Kathua Wom-
en's Degree College,
addressed the audi-
ence, highlighting the
importance of staying
informed about legal
changes.

She praised the ini-
tiative as a vital part of
the college’s mission
to equip students with
knowledge that will help
them navigate and con-
tribute to the evolving
legal environment.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks
by Dr. Rachna. She
expressed her gratitude
to Dr. Naser for his valu-
able insights and to all
participants for their
active involvement. Dr.
Rachna acknowledged
the efforts of the orga-
nizing committees and
emphasized the signifi-
cance of such educa-
tional events in fostering
a well-informed student
body.

This lecture was a part
of the college's ongo-
ing commitment to pro-
viding students with a
robust understanding of
crucial legal and societal
issues, preparing them
to engage effectively
with the legal changes
affecting their world.

GOC White Knight Corps,

GOC CIF Delta conduct securlty

review in Doda-Kishtwar

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31:
To review security mea-
sures in the strategically
important Doda-Kisht-
war region, the Gen-
eral Officer Command-
ing (GOC) of the White
Knight Corps, along with
the GOC of Counter
Insurgency Force (CIF)
Delta, carried out a thor-
ough assessment of the
operational readiness in
the Suigarh and Patnazi
sectors.

The GOC White Knight
Corps personally inspect-
ed the deployment of
troops and their pre-
paredness in these key
areas.

He expressed satisfac-
tion with the profession-
alism and determination
shown by the soldiers
despite ongoing chal-
lenges.

The GOC praised the
troops for their dedication
and their ability to main-
tain a high level of readi-
ness, which is vital for
the region's stability and

security, as reported by
the White Knight Corps.

The review also cov-
ered the security arrange-
ments for the ongoing
KaplasKund Yatra, a sig-
nificant annual pilgrimage
in the region.

Given the large number
of pilgrims and the area's
sensitivity, the GOC
stressed the importance
of staying highly vigilant.
Security forces have
been directed to ensure
all necessary measures
are in place to prevent
any potential threats.

To boost security
efforts, aerial platforms
are being used for over-
watch and real-time sur-
veillance. These aerial
assets play a crucial role
in detecting and promptly
addressing any suspi-
cious activity, providing
an extra layer of security.

The GOC's visit is part
of a broader strategy
to ensure the security
framework in the region
remains strong and ready
to respond to any poten-
tial threats.

SVEEP to boost voting awareness

Top News Report

KHOUR, Aug 31:
GDC Khour organized
an enlightening sympo-
sium under the System-
atic Voters Education
and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP) initiative,
aimed at enhancing
voting awareness among
students.

The event, held under
the esteemed patron-
age of Prof. (Dr.) T.K.
Sharma, Principal of the
college, featured a range
of engaging activities
designed to underscore
the significance of voting
in a democratic society.

The symposium includ-
ed speeches, slogan
writing, and a pledge-
taking ceremony, all
focused on highlight-
ing the importance of
exercising one’s voting
rights.

Active participation
came from NCC cadets,
NSS volunteers, and stu-
dents from the Political
Science and Physical

Education departments,
demonstrating a strong
collective commitment
to promoting democratic
engagement.

Notable speakers
Sonia Sharma, Neha
Devi, and Rakhi Manhas,
all from the third semes-
ter, delivered speeches
on the value of voting as
both a fundamental right
and a civic duty.

They emphasized the
power of every single
vote in fostering positive
change within the coun-
try. Additionally, Taniya
Sharma and Mannu
Devi, also from the third
semester, captivated
the audience with their
poems on the crucial role
of voting.

Students showcased
their creativity and enthu-
siasm through slogan
writing, with impact-
ful messages such as
“Shape Your future,
Vote Now” and “Every
Vote Matters,” aimed at
spreading awareness
about the significance of

voting.

In his keynote address,
Principal Prof. (Dr.) T.K.
Sharma highlighted the
dual nature of voting
as both a privilege and
a responsibility. He
stressed that voting is
not only a way to express
individual opinions but
also a powerful tool for
shaping the collective
future of society.

The symposium con-
cluded with a pledge-
taking ceremony, where
students committed to
advancing voting aware-
ness and encouraging
their peers to exercise
their voting rights.

The event was orga-
nized under the aegis of
Internal Quality Assur-
ance Cell (IQAC) of
the college. Prof. Reeta
Menia, Dr. Rashmi
Sharma, Prof. Shivani
Sharma, Prof. Himan-
shu Khaijuria, Prof. Sunil
Kumar, and Prof. Pooja
Kumari also graced the
occasion with their pres-
ence

Yoga Session organised at
GDC Marheen

Top News Report

MARHEEN, Aug
31: Yoga session was
orgainzed by NSS unit of
GDC, Marheen on Satur-
day under the patronage
of Prof (Dr.) Anupama
Gupta, esteemed Princi-
pal of Govt. Degree Col-
lege Marheen.

She encouraged and
supported the volunteers
by saying that Yoga is
beneficial for our health
and day to day routine
work which will reduce the
tension, stress and work
pressure.

On this occasion, Neha

Chib, Lubita and Kanika,

NSS volunteers displayed
demo regarding various
Yog Asanas and gave tips
for improving the health
standard of society and
the students as well.

The event was man-
aged by Dr. Arun Dev

Singh, NSS Programme
officer Dr Shallu Rani
Prof Manu Saini .The
faculty members were
present on the occasion
Prof Sandeep Chaudhary
, Dr. Balbinder Singh, Dr.
Munisha Devi, of the col-
lege.

GDC Pouni hosts poster making event

Top News Report

POUNI, Aug 31: In
a significant move to
empower the youth and
highlight the pivotal role
of women in fortifying
Indian democracy, the
Electoral Literacy Club of
Government Degree Col-
lege, Pouni, in collabora-
tion with District Nodal
Officer SVEEP, Reasi,
successfully hosted a
poster making event and
Signature Campaign and
Symposium events.

The topic of symposium
centered on the theme,
"The Role of Youth, Espe-
cially Women, in Strength-
ening Indian Democracy."

Dr. Prem Singh, Conve-
ner of Electoral Literacy
Club administered the
event under the able guid-
ance of Dr. Udhay Bhanu,
Principal GDC Pouni.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from students, faculty,

and distinguished guests,
making it a landmark
occasion in the college’s
history. Prof. Bishan Das,
Prof. Beant Singh, Dr. U
S Liza, Prof. Mohit Anand
and Tanpreet Singh coor-
dinated the event.

Dr. Prem Singh, HOD
Political Science, gave
a welcome speech. The
symposium commenced
with the singing of Nation-
al Anthem and Pledge-
taking ceremony under
SVEEP. Arun, a student
of semester 5th, hosted
the event. The event was
graced by the presence
of Sachin Sharma, Nodal
Officer SVEEP. Principal,
Dr. Udhay Bhanu, wel-
comed the guest and pre-
sented him the bouquet as
a gesture of honor.

In the keynote address,
Sachin emphasized the
importance of youth
engagement in demo-
cratic processes and
the unique contributions

women can make in lead-
ership roles.

Students shared their
perspectives on democ-
racy and gender equality.
Their passionate speech-
es and creative presen-
tations underscored the
potential of young lead-
ers to shape the future of
Indian democracy.

The symposium event
concluded with Vote of
thanks by Dr. U S Liza,
HOD English.

The Signature Cam-
paign and symposium on
“The Role of Youth, Espe-
cially Women, in Strength-
ening Indian Democracy”
was a resounding suc-
cess, fostering a deeper
understanding of demo-
cratic engagement and
the critical role of women
in leadership. The Gov-
ernment Degree College,
Pouni, remains dedicated
to promoting civic educa-
tion and empowering the
next generation of leaders.

Hundreds form human chain in Baramulla to promote
voter awareness ahead of Assembly Elections

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31: In
a lively show of democrat-
ic spirit, hundreds of new
voters gathered in Baram-
ulla town to form a human
chain as part of a Sys-
tematic Voters' Education
and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) program.

The event, held in the
center of the town, aimed

to emphasize the impor-
tance of every vote in the
upcoming 2024 Assembly
Elections.

Most of the participants
were first-time voters who
came together to high-
light the need for active
participation in elections.
The human chain, which
stretched across the
main streets of Baram-
ulla, served as a powerful

symbol of unity and civic
duty.

The SVEEP program
also included the distri-
bution of voter education
materials to encourage
informed and enthusiastic
voting. The initiative was
well-received by the local
community, with many
expressing their com-
mitment to voting in the
upcoming elections.

Koul conducts election strategy meeting

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31:
Ashok Koul, BJP’s Gen-
eral Secretary (Organi-
zation) for Jammu and
Kashmir, held a crucial
election strategy meeting
in Anantnag with party
candidates including
Rafig Wani, Sofi Yousuf,
Javid Qadari, Veer Saraf,
Arshad Bhat, Showkat

Gayoor, Advocate Waja-
hat, Choudhary Roshan,
and Ashok Bhat (Hab-
bakadal candidate).

Koul addressed the can-
didates, senior leaders,
and District Presidents
such as Dr. Darakshan
Andrabi, Altaf Thakur,
Charanjeet Singh Khalsa,
Mudasir Wani, and
others, emphasizing the
need for unity to ensure a

strong performance in the
upcoming 2024 assembly
elections. He urged the
party’s leadership and
workers to concentrate on
strengthening the party’s
grassroots network.
Expressing confidence
in the party’s prospects,
Koul asserted that the
BJP is on track to form
the next government in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Kho-Kho selection trials from Sept 3

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: The
J&K Kho-Kho Asso-
ciation is organizing
selection trials for the
upcoming 34th Sub
Junior National Kho-
Kho Championship,
scheduled to take place

in Jharkhand.

The selection trials will
be held from September
3 to 4, 2024, starting
at 3 PM at Greenplay
Field 1, Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu. Aspiring play-
ers are encouraged
to participate in these
trials to showcase their

skills and earn a spot on
the team representing
Jammu and Kashmir at
the national level.

For more information,
interested individuals can
contact on 9419141007,
9149509617,
9906204257, or email
jkkhokho@gmail.com

KCPS students excel at Stemletics event hosted by Scindia Kanya Vidyalaya Gwalior

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: Five
students of KC Public
School (KCPS), namely,
Aryan Mahajan, Mrigaan-
ka Bhat, Medhavi Arora,
Lavanya Koushal and
Divyansh Sharmatook
part in the ‘Stemletics’
event hosted by Scindia
Kanya Vidyalaya Gwalior
on August 28 and 29,
2024.

The term ‘Stemletics’
refers to an innovative
programme that com-
bines sports and STEM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathemat-
ics) education to engage
students in hands-on
learning experiences.

The programme aims at
equipping the next gen-
eration of leaders with
essential tools to suc-
ceed in today's world and

encourages students to
pursue careers in STEM
fields.

The event commenced
with an impressive open-
ing ceremony with the
DRDO Director presid-
ing over it. Thereafter,
participating teams from
several reputed schools
from India took part in a
number of activities such
as Castle Run Robot
Workshop, Technovate

Competition, Castle Run
Robot Competition and
Obstacle Avoiding Robot
Competition.

The team from KCPS
escorted by Mohit Uppal
of IT department put up a
marvellous performance
during the event and won
the third position in the
Obstacle Avoiding Robot
competition.

In this event, robots
built by students utilized

sensors and advanced
algorithms to expertly
manoeuvre through a
complex maze, avoid-
ing collisions and finding
the optimal path. Aryan
and Divyansh of KCPS
handled this event with
remarkable dexterity.
This accomplishment
showcased KCPS team's
exceptional skills, innova-
tive thinking, dedication to
the field of robotics and

excellent team spirit.

KCPS Chairman Raju
Chowdhary and Principal
AK Mishra complimented
the school Science Club
‘KC Science Crusaders’
and its mentors Kapil
Kashyap and Surbhi
Mahajan for taking up the
initiative of training the
school team for this futur-
istic scientific contest in
which they emerged vic-
torious.
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Javed Akhtar says society is not clear whois a
contemporary woman

Javed Akhtar and Zoya Akhtar
recently spoke about about
cinema and storytelling. In
an interview with agency, the
veteran lyricist-screenwriter
reflected on the portrayal of
female characters and contem-
porary society’s understanding
of women.

Javed Akhtar on contemporary
women in cinema

Javed, while speaking of
contemporary morality in sto-
rytelling, said, “When society
is clear about contemporary
morality and aspirations, great
writing can emerge. The writer
is a part of society, breathing the
same air. This is how great roles
come about. Meena Kumari in
Saheb, Biwi Aur Ghulam, Nargis
in Mother India, and Waheeda
Rehman in Guide exemplify
this. However, when morality is
unclear, issues arise.”

He also said, “Look at these
two girls - Sridevi and Madhuri
Dixit. They were not less tal-
ented than any so-called hero-
ine of the past. But did they get
one big role? Not because any-
body was their enemy. But at

that point, society was not clear
about the contemporary woman.
‘Main chup rahungi’ is out, but
who is in? Nobody knows. Till
today, we are roaming in the
dark trying to find the modern
woman. Zoya had told me, ‘You

will not praise me on the stage.
| find it embarrassing when you
say good things about me.” But
Zoya, the fact is the only con-
temporary woman | have seen
is in your films.”

Javed Akhtar in Angry Young
Men

Javed recently featured in a
documentary series titled Angry
Young Men. The show depicts
the cinematic journey of his
partnership with Salim Khan.
Directed by Namrata Rao, the
documentary highlights how
the Salim-Javed partnership
resulted in 22 blockbusters out
of their collaboration in 24 films.
The veteran screenwriters also
discuss their split in the series.
The show features Zoya and
Farhan Akhtar, Salman Khan,
Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya Bach-
chan, Shabana Azmi, and many
other celebrities.

Celesti Bairagey sees constructive
criticism as a gift

Celesti Bairagey, who
has been part of the
show Rajjo as well as

Amazon Mini TV series
Amber Girls School,
says it is very impor-

tant to manage criticism
well. “I see constructive
criticism as a gift. It's
a chance to refine my
skills and gain new per-
spectives. | take feed-
back seriously, reflect on
it, and use it to enhance
my future performances.
Growth happens outside
of our comfort zone, and
feedback helps me push
those boundaries,” she
says.

Ask her how she con-
tributes to a positive and
collaborative work envi-
ronment on the sets, and
she says, “On the sets,
| believe in the power
of teamwork. | always
bring a positive attitude,
respect everyone’s con-
tribution, and stay open
to ideas. A collaborative
environment makes the
magic happen.”

Ishaan Khatter is ecstatic as
he gets featured first time on
billboard in Los Angeles

Actor Ishaan Khatter
is over-the-moon as he
got featured in a bill-
board for the first time
in Sunset Boulevard in
Los Angeles.

Ishaan took to Insta-
gram, where he shared
a video, which seems
to be by his co-star Eve
Hewson. The billboard
had the poster of his
upcoming series ‘The
Perfect Couple’ featur-
ing him and his co-stars.

He wrote, ‘My first bill-
board in Sunset Blvd Ft
only the most appropri-
ate commentary by @
evehewson. Sept 5th.
The Perfect Couple.
Netflix. Let’'s go.’

The actor later shared
a glimpse of his pass-
port and ticket, and
wrote, ‘May the excite-
ment begin.’

He did not mention the
details about his travel-
ling.

Talking about ‘The
Perfect Couple’, it is a
mystery drama star-

ring Nicole Kidman,
Liev Schreiber, Dakota
Fanning, Hewson and
Ishaan. It is an adapta-
tion of the 2018 novel of
the same name by Elin
Hilderbrand.

The show tells the
story of Hewson’s char-
acter Amelia, who is
about to marry into the
wealthy Nantucket Win-
bury family, to the dis-
approval of their matri-
arch novelist played

by Kidman. But when
a body is found on the
beach and secrets are
revealed, everyone
becomes a suspect.

Apart from ‘The Per-
fect Couple’, Ishaan will
be seen in ‘The Royals’
alongside names such
as Bhumi Pednekar,
Zeenat Aman, Sakshi
Tanwar, Nora Fatehi,
Chunky Panday, Dino
Morea and Milind
Soman.

Call it nostalgia or a strategic move, blockbusters such as Gadar: Ek Prem Katha
and Maine Pyar Kiya have been re-released in theatres to draw in crowds. Is the

ke a look

In the ever-evolving
world of cinema, where
trends shift as quickly as
the latest blockbuster,
one phenomenon has
recently emerged with
compelling force — the
re-release of prequels
when sequels hit the
screens! Here’s a look
at the trend.

Retracing the past

In 2023, as the buzz
around Gadar 2 peaked,
cinemas across India
rolled out a timely re-
release of its prequel,
Gadar: Ek Prem Katha.
Originally premiered in
2001, this epic film had
become a huge hit. The
re-release was not just
a nostalgic gesture,
but more of a strategic
move. By bringing back
Gadar just before the
release of its sequel,
the filmmakers cleverly
tapped into the growing
excitement and anticipa-

tion surrounding Gadar
2.

Covid effect

The Covid-19 pan-
demic left theatres in
the dark and there was
a significant decrease in
new releases. Cinemas
reopened in India after
a seven-month-long
break. With barely any
new films being made
and the pandemic still
raging, studios and dis-
tributors found an inno-
vative way to address
the void — which was
‘re-releasing classic
films’. So, iconic films

Jacqueliene Fernandez opens up about
‘being in spotlight for reasons unrelated to
work’: What has helped me the most is...

Actor Jacqueliene
Fernandez has spoken
about how she handles
being in the “spotlight
for reasons unrelat-
ed to your work” and
which aren’t “positive in
nature”. Speaking with
agency, Jacqueliene
also talked about her
‘language barrier’ in
Bollywood and added
that she is “still manag-
ing” it.

Jacqueliene of going
through ups and downs

Jacqueliene said,
“Positives and nega-
tives are always going
to be there...But what
has helped me the most
is giving up this con-
stant desire and need
to be loved and realis-
ing that this is truly the
last illusion we all have
and that we all face.
This is what has kept
me free, humble, and
calm. | believe in God,
| always have. It's an
extremely strong force
in my life. And because
of that, | never really
fear anything. | medi-
tate often. Now I'm able
to distinguish between
right and wrong people,
and | keep my family
and good people close.
| hold on to my ability

to be empathetic as my
superpower, and not a
weakness.”

Last month, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) summoned Jac-
queliene to appear for
questioning in the 200
crore money laundering
case involving alleged
conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar. She was
earlier questioned sev-
eral times by the ED offi-
cials in the case for her
links with Chandrashek-
har, who is accused of
extorting substantial
sums from various indi-
viduals and allegedly
using the funds to sus-
tain a luxurious lifestyle.
The ED seeks to probe
her connection to Chan-
drashekhar and her
potential involvement in
the laundering activities.

Jacqueliene on her
language barrier

On her language bar-
rier, the actor said, “Hon-
estly, I'm still managing
the language barrier. |
train and work hard on
it—speaking and per-
forming in a language
that is not my mother
tongue and battling a
perception that | am
weak in the language. |
love to see myself get-

ting better in that field
and approaching it more
positively...| remember
my initial years as well. It
was a nightmare for me
because | was badgered
by the critics pretty
harshly. It was only after
my third film, which was
Murder 2 (2011), that |
was able to gain some
positive judgments and
constructive criticism,
which then led to House-
full 2 (2012) and Race 2
(2013).”

Jacqueliene’s upcom-
ing film

Jacqueliene will be
next seen in Welcome
to the Jungle. The film,
which is directed by
Ahmed Khan, will be out
in theatres on December
20, 2024.

The film also stars
Akshay Kumar, Disha
Patani, Raveena
Tandon, Lara Dutta,
Arshad Warsi, Shreyas
Talpade, Suniel Shetty,
Johnny Lever, Kiku
Sharda, Krushna
Abhishek, Rahul Dev,
Daler Mehndi and Mika
Singh. The film is the
third installment of the
hit franchise Welcome.
The second instalment,
titted Welcome Back
released in 2015.

from the past like Rock-
star and Hum Aapke
Hain Koun returned to
the big screen.

Tapping blockbuster
material

A notable example is
Sajid Ali’'s Laila Majnu.
The 2018 classic love
story found its way back
to theatres six years
after its debut. Written
by Sajid Ali and Imtiaz
Ali, this modern adapta-
tion of the classic Per-
sian love story stands
out as a refreshing
tribute to the timeless
theme of eternal love.

Triptii Dimri and Avi-
nash Tiwary shine as
Laila and Majnu. The
film crossed the box-
office collection of its
original release within
just a few days of its
re-release. The film’s
popularity saw an unex-
pected boost due to a
viral incident involving
actor Avinash Tiwary.
While visiting a café in
Kashmir, a region where
the film was extensively
shot, Tiwary was rec-
ognised by locals not
by his real name but by
his character’s name —

Qaes Bhatt. The videos
capturing this incident
quickly spread across
social media platforms.
The buzz created by
these viral clips reignited
interest in the film.

Hit formula

Recently, the films
Laila Majnu and Maine
Pyar Kiya are running in
theatres across Chandi-
garh. Similarly, as many
went to watch Tamasha
in theatres pondered
why Imtiaz Ali’s directori-
al was a flop when it first
ran in theatres. Speak-
ing of Tamasha, anoth-
er of Ranbir Kapoor’s
powerful performance
in Rockstar was appre-
ciated by audiences as
the film re-premiered
in theatres recently.
Those who missed out
on Gangs of Wasseypur
can now watch the film
in theatres from August
30 till September 5.

Kangana on Emergency: I'm
determined to even go to
court to protect my film

st v

Actress-filmmaker
Kangana Ranaut says
the censor board has
not given the certificate
to her for the upcoming
movie Emergency and
hopes that it comes on
time, otherwise she is
determined to fight for it
and go to court. About
the film getting released

on September 6, Kan-
gana said, “Hopefully, it
will. My film got cleared-
by the censor board.
And the day we were
about to get the certifi-
cate, a lot of people did
a lot of drama.”

“There are a lot of
issues with the censor
board as well. So |

hope it gets released.
Because suddenly, as
they say, the carpet
is pulled from belwo
someone’s feet. | was
very confident that | got
the certification. But
now they are not giving
me my certificate,” she
added. Kangana is
determined to give a
tough fight to protect
her film. “And it’s get-
ting too late. | hope the
film comes on time.
Otherwise, | am deter-
mined to fight for it. | am
determined to even go
to court to protect my
film. To save my right as
an individual. You can’t
change history and
scare us by threats,”
she said.

“We have to show
the history. An almost
70-year-old woman was
shot 30-35 times in her
house... Someone must
have killed her. Now you
don’t want to show it...
Because, apparently,
you think you can hurt
someone. But you have
to show the history. So
how did she die?... If
they are going to sup-
press the voice of an
artiste and my creative
liberty... Some people
have wielded their guns
and we are not afraid of
guns,” she said.
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“Hindu, Muslim MLASs sat
together”: Himanta Sarma
on Namaz break decision

’ Prayers, every Friday that was intro-
duced by Saadulah’s Muslim League
government in colonial Assam.

Assam Speaker Biswajit Daimary said
that the decision was taken as it had
become difficult to hold discussions on
Fridays due to a lack of time.

Former Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar
and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader
Tejashwi Yadav hit out at CM Sarma
and alleged that the Assam Chief Minis-
ter wants “cheap popularity” and further
said that the BJP wants to “bother Mus-
lims in some way or the other.”

Samajwadi Party leader ST Hassan
said, “Himanta Biswa Sarma spreads
poison in the society. His government
is against Muslims.”

According to the previous rule, the sit-
ting of the Assembly on Friday used
to be adjourned at 11 am to facilitate
Muslim members to go for namaaz, but,
as per the new rule, the Assembly will
conduct its proceedings without any
adjournment for religious purposes.

As per the amended rule, the Assam
assembly will commence its proceed-
ings at 9.30 am every day, including Fri-
days. The order stated that the amend-
ment was done to scrap the colonial
practice which aimed at dividing the
society on a religious basis.

Amid the outrage over the Kolkata rape-murder, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Saturday said that the country needs faster verdicts in cases of crimes against
women to ensure their safety.

the “sensitive issue”.

The central government,
responding to Banerjee’s letter,
also stated that existing laws are
strong enough to deal with such
crimes and urged the state to
act in letter and spirit.

“If the state government fol-
lows the central legislation
in letter and spirit, it will cer-
tainly have a lasting impact on
strengthening the criminal jus-
tice system, bringing the perpe-
trators of such crimes to face
the consequences commensu-
rate with the offence and also
in ensuring justice to the victims
or survivors,” Union Minister for
Women and Child Develop-
ment, Annapurna Devi, said.

PM Modi, at the Supreme
Court event, also stressed that
several steps have been initi-
ated in the past 10 years to
eliminate delays in delivering
justice and to improve judicial
infrastructure.

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said that the

-
country needs faster verdicts in B '
cases of crimes against women ;1‘ /

to ensure their safety. He noted

that atrocities against women

and the safety of children are ~
matters of grave concern for .
society. The PM’s comments

came amid the outrage over

the rape-murder of a woman \|
doctor at a government hospi- \

tal in Kolkata. g N 1
Y- B

“There are several laws in the
country that address the issue on the 75 years of the Supreme
of women’s safety. In 2019, Court, he said, “Today, atrocities
the fast-track courts law was against women, the safety of
passed, under which witness children... are serious concerns
deposition centres were creat- of society. Many strict laws have
ed. District monitoring commit- been made in the country for the
tees play an important role. We safety of women, but we need to
make it more active”.

must ensure these committees
are further strengthened and “The faster the decisions are
taken in cases related to atroci-

that faster verdicts are deliv-
ered in cases involving women’s ties against women, the greater
assurance of safety half the

safety,” PM Modi said.
Addressing an event in Delhi population will get,” he empha-

RANCHI, Aug 31 (Agencies): After
facing criticism over the state assem-
bly’s decision to scrap the practice
of 2-hour adjournment for Jumma
prayers in Assam, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said on Sat-
urday that Hindu and Muslim MLAs
together sat and unanimously took the
decision that they will work during this
period also.

CM Himanta said, “The Hindus and
Muslims of our assembly sat in the
Malas Rule Committee and unani-
mously resolved that the two-hour
break is not right. We should work
during this period as well. This prac-
tice started in 1937 and has been dis-
continued from yesterday.”

“This is a unanimous decision. This is
not just my decision alone,” he added.

The state assembly ended the practice
of a two-hour adjournment for Jumma

B
-
sised.

The Prime Minister made
these remarks a day after West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee wrote to him, reiterat-
ing her request for stringent cen-
tral legislation and exemplary
punishment for heinous crimes
like rape and murder. The Trin-
amool Congress supremo also
said that she had written to the
Prime Minister earlier but had
received no reply from him on

Drunk civic volunteer rams

 “Discussion on Maharashtra Assembly poll
divider at RG Kar protest site,

arrested after sit-in

NAGPUR, Aug 31

seat-sharing done”: Ajit Pawar

August 26.

coalition, comprising

KOLKATA, Aug 31
(Agencies): A civic vol-
unteer with the Kolkata
Police has been arrest-
ed for hitting a divider
at Sinthi near RG Kar
Medical College and
Hospital where students
were protesting against
the rape and murder of
a trainee doctor. The
protesters claimed the
civic volunteer, Gangas-
agar Ghosh, was drunk,
and his bike had a Kol-
kata Police sticker.

The incident hap-
pened at 3.45 am on
Saturday when a group
of students of Rabin-
dra Bharathi University
were protesting against
the doctor’s rape and
murder. The civic vol-
unteer appeared at the
protest spot on his bike
and hit a road divider.

The student protesters

immediately intercepted
Ghosh and handed him
to an on-duty traffic offi-
cer, Tarakeshwar Purie.
However, the protesters
alleged that the traf-
fic sergeant helped the
civic volunteer escape
from the spot as a huge
crowd gathered.

The students’ group
then staged a sit-in
and protested against
the police, demand-
ing immediate action
against the civic volun-
teer and the traffic cop.

Later, Kolkata Police
arrested the accused
civic volunteer based
on a complaint filed by
the students. A depart-
mental inquiry has been
launched against the
traffic sergeant while the
civic volunteer has been
removed from service.

Civic volunteers are
hired by Kolkata Police
to help manage traffic
and assist police during
festivals and awareness
campaigns.

The development
comes as the protests
over the RG Kar rape-
murder case refuse to
die down. The 31-year-
old doctor was found
dead in the seminar hall
of the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on
August 9.

A civic volunteer of the
Kolkata Police, Sanjoy
Roy, was arrested a day
later. He was arrested
after the police found a
Bluetooth device near
the crime spot. CCTV
footage also showed
him on the third floor of
the hospital where the
seminar hall is situated.

(Agencies): National
Congress Party (NCP)
chief Ajit Pawar on Sat-
urday informed that the
first round of discus-
sions on seat sharing
between Mahayuti alli-
ance has been com-
pleted ahead of the
Maharashtra Assembly
elections.

Ajit Pawar also said
that the alliance will sit
together again for the
second time to decide
on 288 seats.

“We had our first round
of discussions on seat
sharing. We will sit
again for the second
time and decide who
gets which seat, out of
the 288 seats, We will
discuss and decide on
that.” Ajit Pawar said.

“Elective merit will be
the criteria for seat shar-
ing,” he added.

Ajit Pawar refused

Vinesh Phogat joins farmers’ stir at
Shambhu border: Your daughter is

with you

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (Agen-
cies): Wrestler Vinesh Phogat
showed her unwavering sup-
port for the farmers’ protest as
she joined them at the Shambhu
border, saying, “Your daughter is
with you”. Farmers at the Shamb-
hu border marked the 200th day
of their ongoing protest on Satur-
day with a large gathering. Phogat
joined them in a show of solidarity.

Farmers have been stationed at
the Shambhu border since Febru-
ary 13, after authorities prevented
their march to Delhi.

The protesters are demanding a
legal guarantee for the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for all crops,
among other key issues.

Phogat, a prominent sports per-
sonality and supporter of the farm-
ers’ movement, was honoured with
garlands by the farmers.

In her speech at the Shambhu
border, Vinesh Phogat expressed
admiration for the farmers,
acknowledging that they have
been sitting there for a long time,
fighting for their rights, but their
energy and determination have not
diminished.

She shared her pride in being
born into a farmer’s family and
assured the protesters that she
stands with them as their daughter.

‘I am lucky that | was born in a
farmer’s family. | want to tell you
that your daughter is with you.
We have to stand for our rights
because nobody else will come

Fl/S & ) Je
for us. | pray to God that your
demands are met and don’t return
back without taking your rights,”
said Phogat.

In her address at the Shambhu
border, Vinesh urged the govern-
ment to fulfil their demands. She
voiced her disappointment that the
farmers have not been heard for
such a long time, emphasising that
their determination has inspired
others to continue fighting for their
rights.

“Farmers are sitting here for 200
days for their rights. | appeal to the
government to fulfil their demands.
It is very sad that they have not
been listened since 200 days.
We got a lot of strength by seeing
them,” she said.

She reiterated that her primary
focus is on supporting the farmers
in their fight for justice.

Farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher stated that the protest
is being conducted peacefully but
with great intensity. He mentioned
that the Centre is testing their

resolve, and their demands have
not yet been met.

“We will present our demands to
the government once again, and
new announcements will also be
made,” Pandher told agency. He
emphasised that completing 200
days of protest is a significant mile-
stone.

The farmers have called for strict
action against Bollywood actress
and Member of Parliament (MP)
Kangana Ranaut. They have
urged the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to take a firm stand against
Ranaut, whose remarks have pre-
viously sparked controversy and
opposition among the farming
community.

The farmers have also hinted
at revealing their strategy for the
upcoming Haryana polls. They
plan to announce their next steps
in the coming days, emphasising
their intention to play an active
role in the political landscape of
the state.

i |
to comment over Shiv
Sena leader Tanaji
Sawant’s controversial
statement over NCP
leaders.

“If someone has said
something, | don’t want
to comment on it. | have
decided at the begin-
ning of the Jan Samman
Yatra that | will not com-
ment on anyone. If
someone criticizes me,
it does not matter to me.
| believe in working.” Ajit
Pawar said.

Maharashtra Health
Minister Tanaji Sawant
had expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the alli-

ance.

“Even if we sit next to
each other in the cabi-
net, | feel like vomit-
ing after coming out,”
Sawant was quoted as
saying.

Earlier, Ajit Pawar vis-
ited the site in Malvan
where the statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj collapsed on

Pawar stated, “Every-
one is saddened by what
has happened. Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj
is our deity, and we are
all proud of his legacy.
The Chief Minister has
held meetings regarding
this incident. Efforts are
being made to rebuild
the memorial. Action
will be taken against
those responsible. No
matter where they flee,
they will be found. There
is no point in debating
whether it was the Navy
or the PWD.”

Maharashtra legisla-
tive assembly elections
will be held in 288 con-
stituencies. The Election
Commission of India
has yet to announce the
dates for the election.

The upcoming Maha-
rashtra election will
see a contest between
the Maha Vikas Aghadi

the UBT Shiv Sena,
NCP (Sharad Pawar
faction), and Congress,
and the Maha Yuti Alli-
ance, which includes the
BJP, Shiv Sena (Eknath
Shinde faction), and
NCP (Ajit Pawar fac-
tion).

The recent Lok Sabha
Election has given a
boost to the Maha Vikas
Aghadi alliance, with
the Shiv Sena (UBT)
winning nine seats, the
Congress 13, and the
NCP-SP winning eight,
bringing the total tally of
the alliance to 30.

On the other hand,
the Mahayuti alliance
suffered a major blow
with BJP winning only
nine seats, Shiv Sena
winning seven and NCP
folded with one seat,
bringing the total tally of
alliance to 17.

Pilot drops damaged helicopter mid-air
to avoid accident

DEHRADUN, Aug 31
(Agencies): In a heart-
stopping manoeuvre, a
pilot flying an Airforce
Mi-17 helicopter was
forced to drop a dam-
aged helicopter being
transported for repairs
after the Mi-17 experi-
enced sudden imbal-
ance mid-air. The dra-
matic incident occurred
when the pilot, realizing
the danger, released
the crippled helicopter,
which crashed to the
ground.

Fortunately, no casu-
alties or damage to
property were report-

ed, thanks to the swift
action by the pilot.

The disabled helicop-
ter belonged to Crystal
Aviation Company.

“We were transporting
the damaged helicopter
to Gauchar when the
Mi-17 suddenly became
imbalanced,” said a
source.

“The pilot, sensing
danger, quickly scanned
for an empty space and
dropped the helicopter
into the valley,” he said.

According to govern-
ment sources, the heli-
copter being carried
for repair had made an

emergency landing on
May 24, 2024, due to
technical issues. Fol-
lowing this, the aircraft
was being transported
to Gauchar airstrip for
repairs, suspended
from an Indian Air Force
Mi-17 helicopter.

Rahul Choubey, Dis-
trict Tourism Officer,
told this newspaper,
“On May 24, a technical
glitch in a Crystal Avia-
tion company helicop-
ter prompted the pilot
to make an emergency
landing short of the
Kedarnath helipad, and
fortunately all passen-

gers on board landed
safely.”

According to sources
at the District Disaster
Management Office,
“There were no passen-
gers or cargo on board
the crippled helicopter
when it crashed.”

A rescue team rushed
to the scene immedi-
ately after receiving the
news and is currently
assessing the situation.

“We urge everyone
not to spread rumours
about any casualties in
the helicopter crash,”
said a spokesperson for
the rescue team.

Former JMM MLA Lobin Hembrom joins BJP

RANCHI, Aug 31 (Agencies): In
yet another shocker for the ruling
JMM ahead of the Assembly polls,
expelled former JMM MLA from
Borio, Lobin Hembrom, joined
the BJP at the state BJP office in
Ranchi on Saturday.

Notably, the Speaker tribunal of
the Jharkhand Assembly had can-
celled his membership in a defec-
tion case.

During the occasion, Assam CM
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Kolhan
Tiger and BJP leader Champai
Soren, BJP leader Sita Soren,
State President Babulal Marandi
and Leader of Opposition Amar

Kumar Bauri were also present.
Hembrom contested Lok Sabha

elections from Rajmahal Lok

Sabha seat as an independent

candidate breaking the party
line, due to which, the JMM also
expelled him from the party for six
years.

Lobin is counted as a strong
tribal leader in the Santhal Par-
gana region of the state.

Notably, Lobin had been vocal
against his party while being in
the JMM for quite some time. He
had raised the issues related to
illegal mining and transportation in
the district, after which ED started
investigating the matter.

Earlier on Friday, JMM’s senior
leader Champai Soren joined the
BJP.
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1US troops hurt in raid with Iraqi forces targeting
Isiamic State group militants that killed 15

US military’s Central Command alleged the militants were armed with ‘numerous

weapons, grenades, and explosive suicide belts’ during the attack

DUBAI, Aug 31 (Agencies):
The United States military
and Iraq launched a joint raid
targeting suspected Islamic
State group militants in the
country’s western desert that
killed at least 15 people and
saw seven American troops
hurt in the operation, officials
said Saturday.

For years after dislodging
the militants from their self-
declared caliphate across Iraq
and Syria, US forces have con-
tinued fighting the Islamic State
group, though the casualties
from Friday’s raid were higher
than others in the time since.

The US military’s Central
Command alleged the mili-
tants were armed with “numer-
ous weapons, grenades, and
explosive suicide’ belts” during
the attack on Thursday, which
Iragi forces said happened in
the country’s Anbar Desert.

“This operation targeted ISIS
leaders to disrupt and degrade
ISIS’ ability to plan, organize,
and conduct attacks against
Iraqgi civilians, as well as US
citizens, allies, and partners
throughout the region and

Pakistan’s ISI complicit with terrorists,

beyond,” Central Command
said, using an acronym for the
militant group.

“Iraqgi Security Forces continue
to further exploit the locations
raided.” It added: “There is no
indication of civilian casualties.”

An Iragi military statement said
“airstrikes targeted the hideouts,
followed by an airborne opera-
tion.”

“Among the dead were key
ISIS leaders,” lIraq’'s mili-
tary said, without identifying
them. “All hideouts, weapons,
and logistical support were
destroyed, explosive belts were
safely detonated and impor-

tant documents, identification
papers and communication
devices were seized.”

A US defence official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity to
discuss details of the operation
yet to be made public, told The
Associated Press that five Amer-
ican troops were wounded in the
raid, while two others suffered
injuries from falls in the opera-
tion. One who suffered a fall was
transported out of the Mideast,
while one of the wounded was
evacuated for further treatment,
the official said.

“All personnel are in stable
condition,” the official said.

It wasn’'t immediately clear
why it took two days for the US
to acknowledge it took part in
the raid. Iragq did not say the
US took part in the operation
when initially announcing it as
politicians debate the future of
having American troops in the
country.

At its peak, the Islamic State
group ruled an area half the size
of the United Kingdom where it
attempted to enforce its extreme
interpretation of Islam, which
included attacks on religious
minority groups and harsh pun-
ishment of Muslims deemed to
be apostates.

A coalition of more than 80
countries, led by the United
States, was formed to fight the
group, which lost its hold on the
territory it controlled in Iraq and
2017 and in Syria in 2019.

However, the militants have
continued to operate in the
Anbar Desert in Iraq and Syria,
while claiming attacks car-
ried out by others elsewhere
in the world. The IS branch in
Afghanistan is known to carry
out intensely bloody assaults.

Pakistan deploys ‘web monitoring
system’, blocks thousands of

websites and apps

KARACHI, Aug 31 (Agencies): The
Pakistan National Assembly was
informed that the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) has imple-
mented a Web Monitoring System
(WMS) designed to manage internet
content by blocking applications and
websites that do not comply with legal
requirements, agency reported.

This development was revealed in a
written response to Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians (PPP) MNA
Shahida Rehman’s inquiry about the
state of internet services in Pakistan.

Over the past few weeks, users
across the country have reported sig-
nificant declines in internet speed, with
many experiencing difficulties in send-
ing or downloading media files and
voice notes through WhatsApp, par-
ticularly when using mobile data. Even
broadband connections have been
affected by slow browsing speeds.

The business community and inter-
net service providers (ISPs) have
raised concerns, alleging that the gov-
ernment’s efforts to monitor internet
traffic, including the deployment of a
“firewall,” are responsible for the digi-
tal slowdown. They claim that these
measures have resulted in economic
losses due to decreased efficiency in
digital services. Despite these allega-
tions, the country’s Minister for Informa-
tion Technology, Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja, has dismissed claims that the
government is deliberately “throttling”
the internet, agency reported.

She confirmed that the govern-

ment is upgrading its “web manage-
ment system” to address cybersecu-
rity threats but denied any intentional
reduction in internet speeds.

The PTA also addressed these con-
cerns, attributing the recent internet
slowdown to a faulty submarine cable
rather than the implementation of a fire-
wall. However, in the latest revelation to
the National Assembly, it was confirmed
that the WMS has been deployed for
content management purposes.

According to the written response, the
PTA has so far blocked 2,369 URLs
and 183 mobile applications that were
found to be exposing personal data
or identity information. The statement
also acknowledged that despite geo-
blocking measures at the gateway level,
unlawful content remains accessible
through the use of virtual private net-
works (VPNs). The PTA highlighted the
challenges of enforcing the Prevention
of Electronic Crimes Act, particularly in
controlling VPN misuse.

In response to complaints, the PTA
has blocked a total of 469 mobile appli-
cations, reinforcing its commitment to
internet content management within
Pakistan, agency reported.

As the government continues to
expand its digital oversight, the impact
on internet speed and accessibility
remains a contentious issue. While the
authorities emphasize the need for
cybersecurity, the business community
and users are concerned about the
broader implications for digital freedom
and economic activity.

says former US NSA McMaster

WASHINGTON, Aug 31 (Agencies):
There is an “undeniable complicity” of
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) with terrorist groups, former US
National Security Advisor Lt Gen (retd)
H R McMaster has said, revealing that
during his tenure under then President
Donald Trump, the White House faced
resistance from the state department
and Pentagon over providing security
aid to Islamabad.

Despite directions from Trump to stop
all aid to Pakistan till it stops giving safe
havens to terrorists, McMaster in his
latest book ‘At War with Ourselves: My
Tour of Duty in the Trump White House’
says that the then Defence Secretary
Jim Mattis was planning to deliver a
military aid package to Islamabad that
included over USD 150 million worth of
armoured vehicles.

However, the aid was stopped after
his intervention, McMaster writes in the
book that hit the bookstores this week.

It was difficult to get State and
Defence even to comply with Trump’s
directives to stop certain activities.

“l discovered that contrary to the
South Asia strategy, which called for
the suspension of all aid to Pakistan
with a few exceptions, when Mattis vis-
ited Islamabad in the coming weeks,
the Pentagon was going to deliver
a military aid package that included
more than USD 150 million worth of
armoured vehicles”, he writes.

McMaster says soon after he came
to know about it, he called for a meet-
ing with Mattis, the deputy director of
the Central Intelligence Agency, Gina
Haspel, and other senior officials.

| started by noting that the president
(Trump) had been very clear on mul-
tiple occasions to suspend aid to the
Pakistanis until they halted support for
terrorist organisations that were Kill-
ing Afghans, Americans, and coalition
members in Afghanistan...

We had all heard Trump say, ‘I do not
want any money going to Pakistan’,he
says.

Mattis, the former NSA writes, noted

.""l!l'
.'.' ."

the possibility that Pakistan might retal-
iate in certain ways, but others, includ-
ing Ambassador David Hale, who had
joined by video from Islamabad, did not
share those concerns.

Mattis reluctantly halted that shipment
of assistance, but other aid would con-
tinue, prompting Trump to tweet on
New Year’s Day, “The United States
has foolishly given Pakistan more than
33 billion dollars in aid over the last 15
years and they have given us nothing
but lies & deceit thinking of our leaders
as fools.They give safe haven to the
terrorists we hunt in Afghanistan with
little help. No more!”, he writes.

Pakistan was not changing its behav-
iour, and almost as an insult, the gov-
ernment released Hafiz Saeed, the
mastermind behind the 2008 Mumbai
terrorist attacks, on the eve of Mattis’s
visit.

Moreover, a recent event in Pakistan
involving hostages had exposed the
undeniable complicity of Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence with the ter-
rorists, McMaster writes.

He notes that news reports that time
criticised the president’s tweet as capri-
cious and devoid of a coherent policy.

But halting assistance was a critical
part of the South Asia strategy that
Trump had approved at Camp David in
August, he says.

“Alunch that the president hosted with
the vice president, Tillerson, Mattis,
Kelly, and me on December 14 helped
me understand why it was difficult to
implement Trump’s guidance on Paki-
stan or to foster cooperation on con-
tingency plans for North Korea,” says
McMaster.

6 people hurt in a knife attack on a
bus in Germany, No political or
religious motive seen

BERLIN, Aug 31 (Agencies): Police
arrested a 32-year-old woman after six
people were hurt in a knife attack on a
bus headed to a festival in western Ger-
many. Authorities said Saturday that
there was no evidence of a political or
religious motive.

Three of those attacked are in life-
threatening condition, police said on
Friday evening.

The knife attack took place in Siegen,
east of Cologne. The bus was on its
way to a local festival in the town and at
least another 40 people were on board
when the attack took place at about
7:40 p.m.

Police and prosecutors said the six
people wounded were aged between
16 and 30 and all were from the region.
By Saturday morning, three of them

had left the hospital after outpatient
treatment.

Local authorities planned to go ahead
with the festival.

The stabbing in Siegen happened a
week after a knife attack in Solingen, a
city in the same state of North Rhine-
Westphalia, in which a suspected
Islamic extremist from Syria who had
avoided being deported is accused
of killing three people and wounding
another eight.

The Solingen attack prompted the
governing coalition to draw up plans to
tighten knife laws and make deporta-
tions easier.

Police said the woman arrested in
Siegen was a German citizen with no
immigrant roots.

Brazil blocks Musk’s X after company refuses to
name local representative amid feud with judge

SAO PAULO, Aug
31 (Agencies): Brazil
started blocking Elon
Musk’s social media
platform X early Satur-
day, making it largely
inaccessible on both the
web and through mobile
apps after the billionaire
refused to name a legal
representative to the
country.

The move escalates
a monthslong feud
between Musk and
a Brazilian Supreme
Court justice over
free speech, far-right
accounts and misinfor-
mation. Justice Alexan-
dre de Moraes ordered
the suspension.

To block X, Brazil’s
telecommunications
regulator, Anatel, told
internet service provid-
ers to suspend users’
access to the social
media platform. As of
Saturday after midnight
local time, major opera-
tors had begun doing

so.
De Moraes had
warned Musk on

Wednesday night that
X could be blocked in
Brazil if he failed to
comply with his order
to name a representa-
tive, and established a
24-hour deadline. The
company hasn’t had a
representative in the
country since earlier this
month.

“Elon Musk showed his
total disrespect for Bra-
zilian sovereignty and,
in particular, for the judi-
ciary, setting himself up
as a true supranational
entity and immune to
the laws of each coun-
try,” de Moraes wrote in
his decision on Friday.

The justice said the
platform will stay sus-
pended until it complies
with his orders, and also
set a daily fine of 50,000
reais ($8,900) for people
or companies using
VPNs to access it.

In a later ruling, he
backtracked on his ini-
tial decision to establish
a 5-day deadline for
internet service provid-
ers themselves — and
not just the telecommu-
nications regulator — to
block access to X, as
well as his directive for
app stores to remove
virtual private networks,
or VPNs.

Brazil is one of the
biggest markets for X,

which has struggled with
the loss of advertisers
since Musk purchased
the former Twitter in
2022. Market research
group Emarketer says
some 40 million Brazil-
ians, roughly one-fifth of
the population, access X
at least once per month.

“This is a sad day
for X users around the
world, especially those
in Brazil, who are being
denied access to our
platform. | wish it did not
have to come to this —
it breaks my heart,” X’s
CEO Linda Yaccarino
said Friday night, adding
that Brazil is failing to
uphold its constitution’s
pledge to forbid censor-
ship.

X had posted on its
official Global Govern-
ment Affairs page late
Thursday that it expect-
ed X to be shut down
by de Moraes, “simply
because we would not
comply with his illegal
orders to censor his
political opponents.”

“When we attempted
to defend ourselves in
court, Judge de Moraes
threatened our Brazil-
ian legal representa-
tive with imprisonment.
Even after she resigned,
he froze all of her bank
accounts,” the company
wrote.

X has clashed with de
Moraes over its reluc-
tance to comply with
orders to block users.

Accounts that the
platform previously has
shut down on Brazilian
orders include lawmak-
ers affiliated with former
President Jair Bolso-
naro’s right-wing party
and activists accused of
undermining Brazilian
democracy. X’s lawyers
in April sent a document
to the Supreme Court in
April, saying that since
2019 it had suspended
or blocked 226 users.

In his decision Friday,
de Moraes’ cited Musk’s
statements as evidence
that X’s conduct “clearly
intends to continue to
encourage posts with
extremism, hate speech
and anti-democratic
discourse, and to try
to withdraw them from
jurisdictional control.”

In April, de Moraes
included Musk as a
target in an ongoing
investigation over the
dissemination of fake

news and opened a sep-
arate investigation into
the executive for alleged
obstruction.

Musk, a self-pro-
claimed “free speech
absolutist,” has repeat-
edly claimed the justice’s
actions amount to cen-
sorship, and his argu-
ment has been echoed
by Brazil’s political right.
He has often insulted de
Moraes on his platform,
characterizing him as a
dictator and tyrant.

De Moraes’ defenders
have said his actions
aimed at X have been
lawful, supported by
most of the court’s full
bench and have served
to protect democracy
at a time it is imperiled.
He wrote Friday that his
ruling is based on Brazil-
ian law requiring internet
services companies to
have representation in
the country so they can
be notified when there
are relevant court deci-
sions and take requisite
action — specifying the
takedown of illicit con-
tent posted by users,
and an anticipated churn
of misinformation during
October municipal elec-
tions.

The looming shutdown
is not unprecedented in
Brazil.

Lone Brazilian judges
shut down Meta’s What-
sApp, the nation’s most
widely used messaging
app, several times in
2015 and 2016 due to
the company’s refusal
to comply with police
requests for user data.
In 2022, de Moraes
threatened the messag-
ing app Telegram with a
nationwide shutdown,
arguing it had repeat-
edly ignored Brazilian
authorities’ requests to
block profiles and pro-
vide information. He
ordered Telegram to

appoint a local repre-
sentative; the company
ultimately complied and
stayed online.

X and its former incar-
nation, Twitter, have
been banned in sev-
eral countries — mostly
authoritarian regimes
such as Russia, China,
Iran, Myanmar, North
Korea, Venezuela and
Turkmenistan. Other
countries, such as Paki-
stan, Turkey and Egypt,
have also temporar-
ily suspended X before,
usually to quell dissent
and unrest. Twitter was
banned in Egypt after the
Arab Spring uprisings,
which some dubbed the
“Twitter revolution,” but it
has since been restored.

A search Friday on X
showed hundreds of
Brazilian users inquiring
about VPNs that could
potentially enable them
to continue using the
platform by making it
appear they were log-
ging on from outside
the country. It was not
immediately clear how
Brazilian authorities
would police this prac-
tice and impose fines
cited by de Moraes.

“This is an unusual
measure, but its main
objective is to ensure
that the court order to
suspend the platform’s
operation is, in fact,
effective,” Filipe Medon,
a specialist in digital law
and professor at the law
school of Getulio Vargas
Foundation, a university
in Rio de Janeiro, told
agency.

Mariana de Souza
Alves Lima, known by
her handle MariMoon,
showed her 1.4 million
followers on X where
she intends to go, post-
ing a screenshot of rival
social network BlueSky.

On Thursday evening,
Starlink, Musk’s satel-

lite internet service pro-
vider, said on X that de
Moraes this week froze
its finances, preventing
it from doing any trans-
actions in the country
where it has more than
250,000 customers.

“This order is based
on an unfounded deter-
mination that Starlink
should be responsible
for the fines levied—
unconstitutionally—
against X. It was issued
in secret and without
affording Starlink any of
the due process of law
guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of Brazil. We
intend to address the
matter legally,” Starlink
said in its statement.
The law firm represent-
ing Starlink told the
AP that the company
appealed, but wouldn’t
make further comment.

Musk replied to people
sharing the reports of the
freeze, adding insults
directed at de Moraes.
“This guy @Alexandre
is an outright criminal
of the worst kind, mas-
querading as a judge,”
he wrote.

Musk later posted on
X that SpaceX, which
runs Starlink, will pro-
vide free internet ser-
vice in Brazil “until the
matter is resolved” since
“we cannot receive pay-
ment, but don’'t want to
cut anyone off.”

In his decision, de
Moraes said he ordered
the freezing of Star-
link’s assets, as X didn’t
have enough money in
its accounts to cover
mounting fines, and rea-
soning that the two com-
panies are part of the
same economic group.

While ordering X’s sus-
pension followed warn-
ings and fines and so
was appropriate, taking
action against Starlink
seems “highly question-
able,” said Luca Belli,
coordinator of the Getu-
lio Vargas Foundation’s
Technology and Society
Center.

“Yes, of course, they
have the same owner,
Elon Musk, but it is dis-
cretionary to consider
Starlink as part of the
same economic group
as Twitter (X). They
have no connection,
they have no integra-
tion,” Belli said.
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spread respect. Kichloo

access to remote areas,

and supporting farmers

- Poonch District clinches overall
 AAG Girls Inter-District Divisional

KISHTWAR Aug
31: National Confer-
ence Senior Leader
and Spokesperson of
Chenab Valley Zone,
Ajeet Bhagat, empha-
sized the significant
role of Sajjad Kichloo,
Former Home Minister,
in Kishtwar District. Rec-
ognized as a prominent
political leader with a
broad appeal, Kichloo's
influence extends across
Kishtwar, Doda, and
Ramban Districts. His
dedication to addressing
issues such as devel-
opment, infrastructure,
and communal harmony
has earned him wide-

Farooq Abdullah's Unity & Diversity - Voters must exercise caution and wisdom in

remark falls flat when he talks about

is lauded as a symbol of
secularism and commu-
nal harmony in Kishtwar,
having worked tirelessly
to promote peace and
understanding among
different communities,
ensuring peaceful coex-
istence in the region.
Ajeet Bhagat highlight-
ed Kichloo's leadership
during times of commu-
nal tension, noting his
pivotal role in preventing
conflicts and fostering
mutual respect. Kichloo’s
political career is marked
by advocacy for inclusive
development, ensuring
that progress benefits
all sections of society,
regardless of religious

Pakistan & ISI: Tarun Chugh

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: In a
notable political devel-
opment, Tarun Chugh,
National General Sec-
retary and Incharge for
J&K and Ladakh, has
criticized Farooq Abdul-
lah's recent comments
on unity and diversity,
especially in light of dis-
cussions involving Paki-
stan. Chugh condemned
the sudden shift in the
National Conference's
rhetoric as mere political
theatre.

Chugh stated, "We call
on the JKNC’s Abdullah-
led government to go
beyond empty rhetoric
and take tangible steps
toward building a unified
and integrated nation.
Mere grandstanding and
empty promises will not
achieve this; we need
real results and sincere
efforts.”

He further commented
on the irony of the situa-

tion, pointing out that the
National Conference,
which dazzled the public
with promises to restore
Article 370 in their elec-
tion manifesto, now
claims that this could
take over 100 years.
Chugh remarked that it
was "ironic" for them to
seek to be seen as cham-
pions of unity. He added
that before they lecture
others on coming togeth-
er, they should stop
misleading the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
with false promises and
focus on providing genu-
ine solutions.

or ethnic backgrounds.
His commitment to these
values has solidified his
status as a respected
figure in both Kishtwar
and the broader context
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Kichloo's contributions
to Kishtwar's develop-
ment are significant,
particularly in improving
road connectivity, which
has facilitated better

boosting local trade and
tourism. Bhagat empha-
sized Kichloo’s role in
advocating for hydro-
electric projects like the
Rattle and Pakal Dul
Power Plants, which are
expected to generate
employment and contrib-
ute to the region's energy
security.

Additionally, Kichloo
has worked on upgrad-
ing healthcare facili-
ties, establishing new
schools, and enhancing
educational infrastruc-
ture, thereby improv-
ing the quality of life in
Kishtwar. His efforts
in promoting Kishtwar
as a tourist destination

through improved irri-
gation and agricultural
practices are also note-
worthy.

Ajeet Bhagat concluded
by stating that Kichloo
is not just a leader but
a symbol of Kishtwar’s
identity and progress.
His deep connection
with the region and
unwavering dedication
to its development have
made him synonymous
with Kishtwar. Bhagat
urged voters to support
Sajjad Ahmed Kichloo,
who is poised to win
with a significant margin,
reflecting the profound
trust and respect he has
earned from the people

choosing their representatives: Tarigami

Top News Report

KULGAM, Aug 31:
CPI(M) leader Moham-
med Yousuf Tarigami
on Saturday said that
the elections are being
held under extraordi-
nary circumstances. He
urged the people to be
extremely careful and
wise in choosing their
representatives, given
the challenging situation.

Tarigami was address-
ing a rally at Checkpora
in Kulgam and said that
every political party has
its own agenda, but
CPIM’s relationship with
the public is of utmost
importance.

He said that the cur-
rent situation has made
this election a significant
responsibility for all.

“It is not just a respon-
sibility for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, but
also an opportunity to
address critical issues,”
he said.

He said that it's crucial
that we eliminate corrup-
tion, reduce electricity

fees, tackle unemploy-
ment, and address the
rising prices that are
burdening our citizens.
We are all affected by
these issues, and we see
fear and sadness across
the board—whether it's
among journalists, writers,
activists, or even those
unjustly incarcerated.

“The reason for this
widespread anxiety is
that people feel deprived
of the rights promised
to them. Fear is being
created, and our funda-
mental rights are being
eroded. This is why the
upcoming assembly
elections are being held
under extraordinary cir-
cumstances. Our people
must be extremely care-
ful and wise in choosing
their representatives,”
Tarigami said.

He said that the people
of Jammu, Kashmir, and
Ladakh are suffering
in multiple ways—be
it through employment
issues, livelihood chal-
lenges, rising prices, or
the erosion of political

DGP J&K sanctions retirement gift of Rs. 78

lakh in favour of 78 police personnel

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31: As
a token of appreciation
for their services to the
Department, the Director
General of Police, J&K,
R.R. Swain has sanctioned
retirement gift of rupees
seventy-eight lakh in
favour of 78 Police person-
nel of J&K Police who are
retiring from services after

attaining superannuation
or voluntary retirement.
Retirement gift of rupees
one lakh each has been
sanctioned vide PHQ
J&K order No. 2304 of
2024 in favour of one
gazetted officer, fifty-nine
non-gazetted officers, fif-
teen lower subordinates
& three followers. These
personnel belong to differ-
ent units and wings of the

department. The amount
has been sanctioned out
of the Contributory Police
Welfare Fund.

The gift is sanctioned
to police personnel at the
time of his/her retirement
and serves as a token of
appreciation for his/her
services rendered to the
department.

During the current year
till date police headquarter

has sanctioned Rs 11.97
crore as retirement gift in
favour of 1197 police per-
sonnel who have retired
from the services on
superannuation.

As a welfare measure
Police Headquarters has
taken many initiatives to
ensure increased help and
assistance for the welfare
of its personnel and their
families.

and civil rights. Every-
where you look, there is
a lack of effective gover-
nance, and this has led to
widespread discontent.

“The solution lies in the
unity of secular parties.
We must come together,
narrow our differences,
and confront the policies
implemented since 2014,
which have adversely
affected the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,” he
added.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: The
42nd Jammu District
Kho Kho Championship
2024 for boys and girls,
organized by the Jammu
Kashmir Kho Kho Asso-
ciation and sponsored by
the J&K Sports Council,
was inaugurated by Chief
Guest SSP Kartik Shro-
triya, at the Green Play
Field, Gandhi Nagar,
here on Saturday.

SSP Shrotriya praised
the association and
encouraged players to
embrace Kho Kho, high-
lighting it as a quintes-
sential Indian game.

He mentioned that
sports like KhoKho,
Kabaddi, and Chess are
being considered for
inclusion in the Olym-
pics by 2036 as part of
the 10C's efforts.

More than 200 play-
ers from Jammu District
participated in the tour-
nament, which has gar-
nered significant atten-
tion and support from the
local sports community.

Top News Report

POONCH, Aug 31: The
Inter-District Divisional
Level Taekwondo com-
petition for AAG Girls
concluded successfully
at Youth Hostel Nagrota,
organized by the Depart-
ment of Youth Services
and Sports, District
Jammu. The event saw
the participation of 175
girls from seven districts
of Jammu division.

District Poonch
emerged as the overall
champion of the compe-
tition, securing an impres-
sive haul of 11 Gold
Medals, 5 Silver Medals,
and 4 Bronze Medals

. These victories have
qualified the Gold medal-
ists to represent Jammu
division in the upcoming
Inter-Division UT Level
Taekwondo Champion-

The event saw notable
figures including Guest
of Honour Ranjit Chib,
Former SSP; Neeti Kour,
General Secretary of the
Master Games Associa-
tion; and Special Guest
Mahesh Abrol, all of
whom applauded the
efforts of the players and
association members in
advancing the game of
Kho Kho.

The semifinals and
finals are scheduled
for September 1, 2024.
Jammu Sanskriti School
to face APS - B and

- sai b i U v ) "I'.--"..'.. Ldgnb o -
ships, scheduled to be
held in September.

Upon returning to
Poonch, the victorious
girls were warmly wel-
comed by the District
Youth Services and
Sports Officer, Mool Raj
Uttam.

He extended his heart-
felt congratulations to all
the medal winners and
commended Rajinder
Singh, the Physical
Education Teacher and
Taekwondo Coach from
the Department of Youth
Services and Sports,
for his excellent training
that led to Poonch's out-
standing performance
at the divisional level.
Sh. Mool Raj Uttam also
praised Sarwan Kumar
(PET) and Prabhjot Kour
(REK), who escorted the
team, and wished all the
girls the best of luck for

Parivartan Club to meet
Oriental Academy in
girls’ semifinals whereas
in boys’ semifinals, One-
ness Club shall meet
NIS Club and SAI Club
to face Parivartan Club.

The event was sup-
ported by prominent fig-
ures such as SBS Tirthi
(Founder JKKKA), Presi-
dent Dr. Baljinder Kour,
Manmeet Singh (Chair-
man RCE), Ajay Gupta
(Coach JK Sports Coun-
cil), and Anil Sharma
(Manager JK Sports
Council). Coaches and

Level Taekwondo Trophy

the upcoming UT-level
championship.

Gold Medalists:
Tahzeem Akhter, Ruk-
sana Akhter, Sana
Chouhan, Navya Thakur,
Afsana Akther, Noreen
Akhter, Farzana Kouser,
Sukriti Sharma, Simran
Sideeq, Aekta Kapoor,
Tajesveen Kour.

Silver Medalists:
Himanshi Raina, Aalisha
Sarfraz, Asma Tabas-
sum, Igra Javid, Maleeha
Fatima.

Bronze Medalists:
Ruksana Kouser, Asma
Rafiq, Ritika Sharma,
Igra Taraf.

The commendable per-
formance of these young
athletes has not only
brought pride to District
Poonch but has also set
a strong foundation for
their future success in
the sport of Taekwondo.

42nd Jammu District Kho Kho Champ

officials like Dheeraj
Sharma, Amrinderpal
Singh, Pankaj Malhotra,
Tarmeet Shenu, Vikram
Sharma, and others
ensured smooth conduct
of the matches.

The refereeing was
handled by Ravinder
Singh Bali (Convenor),
along with Madhur
Choudhary, Yogesh
Kumar, Sahil Dev Singh,
Sahil Angral, Sidharth
Singh, Meenakshi
Thakur, Deepak Kumar,
David Sandhu, and Ajeet
Pal Singh.

FROM PAGE 1

- Two more leaders quit
BIP over selection of
candidates for JaK
Assembhly Polls

leaders, including Union ministers, to
reach out to disgruntled leaders to defuse
the situation. Two of its rebel leaders have
already filed their nominations as indepen-
dent candidates from Ramban and Padder-
Nagseni Assembly constituencies, which
are among 24 constituencies going to polls
in the first phase of the three-phased elec-
tions on September 18.

“With a heavy heart, | am submitting my
resignation from the primary membership
of the party for which | have worked for
42 long years. | was compelled by the cir-
cumstances after the party gave ticket to
a person who had come from the National
Conference (NC) and vociferously opposed
our ideology for decades,” party’'s Samba
district president Kashmir Singh said.

The BJP has fielded former minister Surjit
Singh Slathia, who joined the party in Octo-
ber 2021 after quitting the NC, from the
Samba constituency which was opened in
the general category after being reserved
for the Scheduled Castes for 28 years.

“We strengthened the BJP in Samba and
made numerous sacrifices to carry forward
the ideology of Jana Sangh founder Syama
Prasad Mukherjee and the BJP. We held
demonstrations and organised strikes for
the revocation of Article 370 and the ticket
was given to the one who was always
against our ideology and the revocation of
Article 370. This is not justice with ordinary

workers,” Singh alleged.

However, Singh said he will take back his
resignation if the party leadership decides
to change the candidate and give ticket to
any senior member of the party, otherwise
he said, “I am going to take forward this
struggle and file my nomination papers as
an independent candidate against him.”

He said it was a difficult decision for him
to leave the party which he had nourished
with “my blood and sweat”.

In his resignation letter to Jammu and
Kashmir BJP chief Ravinder Raina, he said
he asked for “one reason for denying me
the ticket, but no one was able to give a
reply.”

“The party valued me as a leader only
when work was needed, but when it came
to distributing tickets, they brought in
someone from outside. If the ticket had
been given to any party worker, | would
not have taken this step, but bringing an
outsider has left me with no other option,”
he said, alleging that the BJP has become
a place where favouritism overshadows
dedication.

Another BJP youth leader Kanav Sharma
also resigned from the party to protest
against ticket to a “corrupt leader”.

Kanav Sharma, Jammu district president
of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha, said
he is a third generation member of his
family associated with the organisation and
its ideology but the decision of the party to
give ticket to Yudhvir Sethi from Jammu
East is not acceptable to his conscience.

“Sethi is well known for his corrupt prac-
tices when his wife Priya Sethi was educa-
tion minister... | hereby tender my resigna-
tion along with my team members and my
team is dissolved with immediate effect,”

Sharma said in his resignation letter posted
on social media.

The BJP faced strong resentment from
party workers from Jammu North, Jammu
East, Paddar, Ramban, Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi, Chhamb and Akhnoor constituencies
over ticket distribution.

Rahul Gandhi will
address 2 poll rallies
inJaKonSep 4:Cong

Leader Ghulam Ahmad
Mir

He said Gandhi would address another
rally likely in the Sangaldan area of Jammu.

“We are happy that he (Gandhi) accepted
our invitation. This programme is for the
first phase only. He might visit J&K again
for the other phases,” Mir said.

The AICC general secretary said the Con-
gress has lined up over 40 star campaign-
ers, including party president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

Farooq Abduliah
congratulates Jama'at
for fielding candidates
in J&K elections

her her (Mehbooba) in good health. Noth-
ing can be achieved by raising fingers,
rather she should focus on safeguarding
the country,” Dr Farooq said.

He said India is an abode of multiple reli-
gions and languages. “From Tamil Nadu

to Kashmir, and this diversity must be pro-
tected,” he said.

He added that good relations between
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, and Christians are
essential for the country. “If we keep this
principle intact in Kashmir, it will enlighten
the entire country,” he said.

Omar Abdullah’s
Divorce Plea: Supreme
Court Instructs
Mediation, Hearing on
November 4

on her husband’s plea seeking divorce.

The Delhi High Court had on December
12, 2023 dismissed Omar Abdullah’s plea
seeking divorce, saying there was no merit
in his appeal.

The high court had upheld the 2016 family
court order refusing to grant a decree of
divorce to Abdullah, a former chief min-
ister of the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Give strong fight to
rivals in J&K elections:
Ashok Koul to party
candidates

Rafig Wani, Sofi Yousuf, Javid Qadri, Veer
Saraf, Arshad Bhat, Showkat Gayoor, Adv
Wajahat, Choudhary Roshan and Ashok
Bhat in south Kashmir’s Anantnag.

During the meeting, Koul addressed the
candidates and senior leaders, and District

Presidents including Dr. Darakshan Andra-
bi, Altaf Thakur, Charanjeet Singh Khalsa,
Mudasir Wani and others; and emphasized
the importance of unity among candidates
and party leaders to ensure a strong fight
in the upcoming 2024 assembly elections.

He urged the party leaders and workers
to focus on strengthening the party at the
grassroots level.

Expressing confidence during the review
meeting, Koul stated that the BJP is
poised to form the government in Jammu
and Kashmir. In the meeting, the party
appointed Altaf Thakur as Convenor of the
Assembly Election Management Commit-
tee 2024 for south Kashmir. Dr Darakshan
Andrabi has been assigned the responsi-
bility of overseeing the election campaign
and planning, while as Charanjeet Singh
Khalsa will monitor the election campaign
and other management tasks.

Delhi Trekker Dies
Amid Extreme Weather
in Kashmir's Ganghal
Region

A police official told Greater Kashmir
that they have recovered the body of the
trekker, whom he identified as Rohit Syal,
a resident of Delhi.

He said that the trekker had complained
of discomfort earlier and due to the
adverse weather his health deteriorated
and died. The official said that the trekker
was brought to trauma hospital Kangan
for medical- legal formalities.

The police official said that further
investigations have been initiated.
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Alliance candidate Surinder Choudhary
files nomination from Nowshera

Nowshera people will give befitting reply to BJP’s anti-people &
dwlswe pohczes. Rattan Lal Gupta

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, Aug 31:
Surinder Choudhary,
while addressing mas-
sive rally accompanied
him for filing nomination
paper said that his strug-
gle for getting district for
Nowshera shall continue
and until and unless the
goal of getting district for
Nowshera is achieved. He
said passionately about
the neglecting Nowshera
under the BJP regime.
"The people of Now-
shera, particularly in the
border areas, have faced
total neglect. The BJP
has failed to deliver on
infrastructure, with roads
in a deplorable state, and
the overall development
of the region stagnat-
ing. Moreover, the rise in
terror activities has kept
people in a constant state

NC trying to obliterate 'Aastha Kendra' of
Hindus by renaming iconic landmarks: BJP
“Whose masters are you pleasing,” BJP asks Farooq

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: The
Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) BJP on Saturday
launched a scathing
attack on the Nation-
al Congress (NC) for
orchestrating an ill-
conceived design to
rename the Hindu iconic
landmarks- 'Shankara-
charya Hill' as 'Takht-e-
Suleman' and the 'Hari
Parbat' as 'Koh-e-Miran'-
in a mischievous attempt
to Islamize the region.

National General
Secretary of the BJP
Mahila Morcha, Deepti
Rawat Bhardwaj while
addressing news per-
sons in Jammu today
said the attempt by the
NC is a brazen move to
Islamize the province
by obliterating the long
standing Hindu traditions
of Kashmir. She accused
the Congress of collud-
ing with the NC to temper
with what she referred to
as the ‘Aastha Kendra’
(Centers of faith) of the
Hindus.

“The manifesto of the
NC talks about renam-
ing our symbols of faith.
The Abdullah family and
Rahul Gandhi need to
explain their intentions
behind the move to the
people of the state.
What the NC is doing
is betrayal of Kashmir's
rich cultural diversity and
an attempt to impose a
monolithic identity on the
region,” Bhatnagar said,
while maintaining that
the BJP vows to oppose
this move tooth and nail.

Former J&K minister
Priya Sethi, flanked by
Sanjita Dogra, the Pres-

GDC Ramban holds awareness program

of fear, further highlight-
ing the failures of the BJP
in maintaining peace and
security," he said. The
Alliance candidate urged
the people of Nowshera
to seize this opportunity
to vote for a party com-
mitted to equitable devel-
opment and the welfare of
the region.

Provincial President
of Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference
(JKNC), Advocate Rattan
Lal Gupta today launched

ident of Mahila Morcha
BJP J&K, asked NC chief
and former CM Farooq
Abdullah if the move
to rename the revered
Hindu faith sites was to
‘please his masters else-
where’.

“This is a dangerous
strategy to divide people.
BJP will not let this
Islamikaran take place,”
Priya Sethi said, adding
that the timing of move
by the NC also raises
concerns given that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during his visit to
the valley a few months
ago had paid obeisance
at the Shankaracharya
Hill.

Hari Parbat is a his-
toric fort with Hindu
significance, while Adi
Shankaracharya, one of
the most revered Hindu
sages, visited this site
centuries ago, leaving an
indelible mark on Kash-
mir's cultural landscape

Inferring that the NC
was hitting at the roots
of ‘Kashmiriyat’ and the
Indian traditions, Deepti
Rawat Bhardwaj said
this isn’t the firstinstance

under SVEEP campaign

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Aug 31: The
SVEEP Committee of
Government Degree Col-
lege Ramban, in collabo-
ration with the SVEEP
Cell of District Ramban,
held an awareness pro-
gram under the overall
guidance of Prof. Archana
Kaul, Principal of the col-
lege.

In her address Prof.
Kaul stressed upon
the students about the
understanding of elec-
toral processes and the
importance of active par-
ticipation in strengthening
democracy. The whole
program was coordinat-
ed by Prof. Ram Parkash,
Convener SVEEP Com-
mittee of the college.

Several notable speak-
ers, including Prof.
Mukhtar Ahmed Mir
(Nodal Officer Electoral
Literacy Club, district
Ramban), Kewal Krishan
(Nodal Officer SVEEP,
district Ramban), Manjeet
Singh (Assistant Nodal
Officer SVEEP, district
Ramban), Abdul Hamid
(Master Trainer) and
Surya Prakash (Master
Trainer), addressed the
students on the critical
role of voter education in
a democracy.

They highlighted the
importance of being
informed and active
participants in the elec-
toral process, particularly
among the youth, who
represent the future of the
nation's democracy.

a scatting attack on the
BJP, accusing the party
of neglecting the develop-
ment needs of the people
of Nowshera. He empha-
sized that the upcoming
Assembly elections would
provide an opportunity
for the people to give a
resounding reply to the
BJP’s anti-people and
divisive policies. He said,
emphasizing that the time
has come for the people
of Nowshera to unite and
to give a befitting reply to

when cold-blooded
attempts were made to
Islamize the region by
targeting Hindus and
their belief system.

“This is not an isolated
incident but a continu-
ation of their histori-
cal complicity in wiping
out the Hindu heritage
of Kashmir. Over three
decades ago, Kashmiri
Pandits were driven out
of Kashmir. It led to an
exodus of the commu-
nity. They remain refu-
gees in their homeland,”
she said while adding
that the people of J&K
can see through the ill-
designs of both the NC
and the Congress and
would strengthen the
BJP which banks its
credentials on develop-
ment, employment and
peace in the region. “In
the 1990s, when Paki-
stan-sponsored terror-
ism forced nearly five
lakh Kashmiri Hindus to
flee their homes, the NC
was a mute spectator,
effectively partnering in
the ethnic cleansing of
Hindus from Kashmir,”
she said.

The speakers intro-
duced the students to a
range of mobile applica-
tions developed by the
Election Commission of
India (ECI).

These apps are
designed to stream-
line voter registration,
ensuring that all eligible
voters can easily enroll
in the electoral roll. The
applications also provide
comprehensive informa-
tion about the candidates
contesting the elections,
allowing voters to make
informed decisions.
Additionally, the apps are
intended to enhance the
overall voting experience
by offering guidance on
polling station locations,
voting procedures, and
other essential details.

the BJP for his anti people
policies and misgoverance
in the upcoming elections.

Rattan Lal Gupta
stressed that the BJP’s
failure to address the
genuine concerns of the
people has eroded trustin
the party. Highlighting the
NC’s progressive mani-
festo, he emphasized key
promises aimed at uplift-
ing the common man.
"Our manifesto focuses
on free 200 units of elec-
tricity to all households, a
monthly allowance of Rs
5,000 for elderly female
of each households of
EWS , Provide One Lac
Jobs to J&K Youths, Pro-
vide free drinking water to
every household, enhance
medical allowance of Pen-
sioners from Rs 300 to Rs
1000, daily wagers will be
permanent, Provide free
education for boys and

Hockey J&K delegation to attend
14th Hockey India Congress 2024

in Lucknow

girls upto gradation, free
education in University to
girls students, MSP shall
be given to farmers, One
Cooking gas cylinder per
month shall be given to
each household of EWS
free of cost and massive
facilities and incenitives
shall be given to the indus-
tries .

The senior NC leader
urged the people of Now-
shera to come forward,
vote and support INDIA
Alliance candidate Surind-
er Choudhary in upcoming
polls with an aim to bring
change in the governance.
He further praised Surind-
er Choudhary as a leader
who is deeply connected
to the people and their
aspirations, expressing
confidence in his ability
to bring the much-needed
change to the constitu-
ency.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: A delegation from Hockey J&K, con-
sisting of Gurdeep Singh Sangral (President), Manbir
Kour (Vice President), and Supinder Deep Singh Bakshi
(General Secretary), embarked on a significant journey
to Lucknow to participate in the prestigious 14th Hockey

India Congress 2024.

This important event will focus on key discussions
related to the development of hockey in India, including
the Hockey India League, grassroots hockey initiatives,
coaching advancements, and technical official develop-
ment programs. The congress serves as a vital platform
for exchanging ideas, fostering collaboration, and plan-
ning strategic steps to promote and enhance hockey

across the nation.

A noteworthy highlight of this delegation is Manbir
Kour's participation, as she becomes the first female
representative from Baramulla district, Kashmir, to attend
the Hockey India Congress. This marks a historic mile-
stone in the advancement of women's empowerment
and leadership in sports administration within the region.

The presence of the Hockey J&K delegation at this
event underscores their commitment to contributing to
the growth of hockey in India and staying updated with
the latest trends and initiatives in the sport. Their involve-
ment reflects the organization's dedication to advancing
hockey at both the regional and national levels.

GDC Kishtwar hosts symposium
on ‘Importance of Adult Franchise
for Strengthening Democracy’

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Aug 31:
The Electoral Liter-
ary Club /SVEEP and
Women Development
Cell/[NCC Women Wing
GDC Kishtwar in col-
laboration with the Nodal
Officer SVEEP AC-49
Kishtwar, organized a
one-day symposium on
the importance of adult
franchise for strengthen-
ing democracy. The pro-
gramme was held under
the abled guidance of
Prof. Basharat Igbal, Prin-
cipal GDC Kishtwar, and
under the supervision of
Dr. Yasar Ahmed, Nodal
Officer SVEEP, and
Dr. Tabassum Saleem,
Convenor WDC/ NCC
Women Wing, aimed to
raise awareness about
the crucial role of voting
in a democratic society.

The event began with
a warm welcome by Dr.
Tabassum Saleem, who
extended greetings to all
the dignitaries present.

The event saw active
participation of 150 stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers, who gathered to
deliberate on the signifi-
cance of adult franchise
in a democracy.

The panel of judges
for the event included
Dr. Tabassum Saleem,
Professor Sheikh Mohd
Usman, and Professor
Ashfaqg Ahmed Wani.

Masood Hussain Qazi,

Nodal Officer SVEEP
AC 49 Kishtwar graced
the occasion as the chief
guest, alongside other
esteemed dignitaries,
including Prof. Umar
Din Rather, Prof. Ajeet
Kumar,Prof. Waseem
Ahmed, Prof. Om Raj,
Shahnawaz Hussain,
Daljeet Singh, and Ama-
rieet Parihar.

In his keynote address,
Qazi emphasized that
voting is the cornerstone
of a healthy democracy,
highlighting the need for
informed and respon-
sible voting, particularly
among young adults, who
are the future leaders of
the nation.

The symposium fea-
tured ten participants
who presented their
views and ideas on how
the adult franchise can
enhance democratic pro-
cesses and institutions.
The competition segment
of the symposium show-
cased the depth of under-
standing and enthusiasm
among the participants.

Sonika Devi won first

prize for her insightful
presentation, followed
by Salma Liquat, who
secured the second prize,
and Mehak Sharma, who
was awarded the third
prize. The winners were
felicitated with trophies,
and their contributions
were highly praised by
both the judges and the
audience.

A pledge ceremony on
voting was also held at
end of the event, rein-
forcing the commitment
to active participation in
the democratic process.

The seminar conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks
delivered by Professor
Sheikh Mohd Usman,
who acknowledged the
collaborative efforts of
the organising commit-
tee and the members of
office of the Nodal Offi-
cer SVEEP AC-49 Kisht-
war. The event success-
fully sparked a dialogue
on the essential role of
every citizen in shaping
the democratic fabric of
the nation through active
electoral participation.

Free Eye camp organized

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: The
World Women Awakening
Organisation (WWAO)
and MIER College of
Education (Autonomous)
in collaboration with
Sharp Sight Eye Hospi-
tal, Jammu, organized a
free eye awareness camp
and sensitization lecture
for the villagers. The eye
awareness camp was
held on Saturday at Pur-
khoo (Kote), an adopted
village of the College.

The event aimed to
raise awareness about
eye health and provide
essential eye care ser-
vices to the local com-
munity.

The eye camp was
facilitated by a team
of professionals from
Sharp Sight Eye Hos-
pital, Jammu including

Dr. Vipul (Optometrist),
Diksha (Assistant to
Optometrist), Minali
(Assistant Center Man-
ager), Deepak (Assistant
Manager Marketing), and
Rahul (Executive Market-
ing).

All the executive mem-
bers of WWAO including
National Vice President
Sneh Bali, President
Jammu Chapter Dr. Renu
Gupta, Vice President
Veenu Khanna and other
august members were
present. Suman Devi
Incharge Extension Unit,
MIER College of Educa-
tion (Autonomous) along
with students of the unit
actively facilitated the
camp.

Dr. Renu Gupta, Presi-
dent of the World Women
Awakening Organisation
(WWAOQ), extended a
warm welcome to the

Sharp Sight team, Sar-
panch, Panches, Stu-
dents, and Villagers.

Minali, Assistant Center
Manager, Sharp Sight
Eye Hospital educated
the villagers about the
importance of eye health,
preventive measures, the
significance of regular
eye check-ups, impor-
tance of a healthy diet for
maintaining good vision,
and the need for timely
medical consultation in
case of eye problems.

Rajani Devi the Sur-
panch of the village was
cooperative, accommo-
dating and instrumental in
gathering the village folks
for the said event and
inaugurated the camp.

A vote of thanks was
presented by Suman
Devi, In-charge Exten-
sion Unit, MIER College
of Education.

NC-Congress alliance is a gimmick to regaln powel" Abhljeet Jasrotia

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 31: Jammu
and Kashmir BJP Spokes-
person Abhijeet Jasrotia
today launched a scathing
attack on National Confer-
ence (NC) Vice President
and former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah for his
remarks questioning the
credentials of BJP leader
Tarun Chug.

Jasrotia reminded Omar
that it was the BJP—the
same party he now criticiz-
es—that had once trained
him as a Union Minister,
emphasizing the seniority
and credibility of the BJP
in national politics.

Jasrotia challenged
Omar Abdullah to explain
to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir who truly
looted the state and
pushed it toward chaos
and anarchy. “You owe
the people an explanation,
Omar,” he said.

“Tell them how the NC
looted the state and drove
it into darkness where 1.5
lakh people were killed
in violence and Omar
Abdullah was holidaying
in London”. He criticised
Omar Abdullah for betray-
ing people of Jammu
and Kashmir when they
needed them the most
and now trying to be a
holy cow.

The BJP spokesperson

highlighted the series of
dynastic alliances that
have defined the his-
tory of NC and Congress,
dating back to the Sheikh
Abdullah-Jawahar Lal
Nehru alliance, the Indi-
ra-Sheikh Accord, the
Faroog Abdullah-Rajiv
Gandhi Accord, and the
current Rahul Gandhi-
Omar Abdullah alliance.
Jasrotia accused these
political accords of spoil-
ing Jammu and Kashmir,
pushing the region into
instability and conflict.
Referring to Omar
Abdullah’s recent com-
ments about being in
alliance with Congress
"under compulsion," Jas-
rotia stated that these
alliances are nothing
new. "These accords are
merely dynastic pacts
that have done irrepara-
ble damage to J&K," he
said. He said BJP won'’t
allow NC and Congress
to exploit sentiments of
people. BJP he added has
broken the back bone of
militancy and promises

to safe return of Kashmiri
pandits to Valley.

In a direct challenge to
the NC leadership, Jas-
rotia asked Omar Abdul-
lah to explain the deaths
of over 1.5 lakh people
during the tumultuous
years under NC's rule.
He further questioned the
NC’s push for "greater
autonomy" and "pre-1953
status," demanding clari-
fication on these issues
and their consequences
for the state. These
demand he said already
stands rejected by all pre-
vious governments at the
Centre and even by the
people of erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Jasrotia also slammed
the NC for denying rights
to marginalized commu-
nities like the Gujjars and
Bakerwals while reversing
progress made under the
BJP’s leadership. "The
rights of women, West
Pakistani refugees, and
the Valmiki community
have been restored by the
BJP. Yet, Congress and

NC are determined to take
these rights away once
again," Jasrotia charged.

Jasrotia accused Omar
Abdullah and Rahul
Gandhi of actively oppos-
ing the peace and prog-
ress currently unfolding
in J&K. He pointed to the
increasing influx of tour-
ists as a positive indicator
of stability in the region,
which he claimed the NC
and Congress are unwill-
ing to accept. "Rahul
Gandhi and Omar Abdul-
lah seem to prefer seeing
more graves over the ben-
efits of peace and devel-
opment in J&K," Jasrotia
remarked. He alleged that
healing tough that these
parties including PDP had
been raising slogans of
healing touch which was
more for militants than
people.

He further alleged that
the latest NC-Congress
accord, like the previ-
ous ones, is a mere gim-
mick aimed at regaining
power rather than serving
the people of J&K. "Both

Congress and NC have
lost ground," he said,
"and their so-called 'fresh
accord' is nothing but an
attempt to block the prog-
ress and peace brought
by the BJP."

Jasrotia warned that
the Congress-NC alli-
ance intends to roll back
the peace initiatives
implemented under BJP
leadership, including
plans to reinstate visa
requirements for travel
to J&K, something BJP
will vehemently oppose.
"They want to make it so
that people need visas to
visit Jammu and Kashmir.
We will never allow that to
happen," he stated firmly.

The press briefing was
attended by several key
figures in the BJP includ-
ing, BJP Media Incharge
Dr. Pardeep Mahotra, Lt.
Gen. Rakesh Sharma
(Retd.), Y.V. Sharma, and
Ritika Trehan, who sup-
ported Jasrotia’s asser-
tions and underscored
the BJP’s commitment to
ensuring peace, develop-
ment, and stability in the
region. The BJP continues
to push for a credible gov-
ernment in Jammu and
Kashmir that strengthens
democracy and protects
the rights of its people,
while challenging the
dynastic politics of the
past.
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Rahul Dravid's son Samit earns India U19 call-up
for Australia series

NEW DELHI, Aug 31 (Agen-
cies): The Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
announced squad for the
upcoming multi-format series
between India Under 19 and
Australia Under 19 on Satur-
day, August 31. Samit Dravid,
son of the legendary India
cricketer and former India head
coach Rahul Dravid, also found
a place in both red-ball and

white-ball teams.

Notably, 18-year-old Samit
was recently seen playing in
the Maharaja T20 Trophy for
Mysuru Warriors. However, the
right-handed batter didn’'t have
a memorable time in the league
scoring just 82 runs from seven
innings at an average of 11.71
and a strike rate of 113.88.

His highest score of the tour-
nament came against Gulbarga
Mystics where he scored 33 (24)
with the help of four fours and

a six. Meanwhile, apart from
him, Uttar Pradesh’s Mohamed
Amaan will be seen leading the
One-Day squad in the upcoming
series while Soham Patwardhan
will be seen leading the team in
the four-day matches.

Notably, India U-19 will take on
Australia U-19 in three 50-over

Big blow to India as senior
batter suffers hand injury
ahead of Bangladesh test

NEW DELHI, Aug 31
(Agencies): Team India
is all set to face Bangla-
desh in the upcoming
two-match Test series,
kick-starting from Sep-
tember 19 in Chen-
nai. The T20 World
Cup 2024 champions
will be back in action
after a hiatus of more
than a month as their
last appearance came
against Sri Lanka in a
white-ball series. Earli-
er this year, India faced
England in five Tests,
so this will also mark
their return to the lon-
gest format after a gap
of six months. However,
ahead of the highly-
anticipated Test series,
India faced a big blow
as batter Suryakumar
Yadav suffered a hand
injury.

The explosive T20I
batter, who has played
just one Test in his
career so far, was
eyeing a possible return
to the longest format for
India. He was playing in
the ongoing Buchi Babu
tournament for Mumbai
and was also named in
the upcoming Duleep

“Like maids working at homes”

Trophy, which will begln
from September 5.

However, things did
not go as planned for
Surya as he ended up
injuring his hand during
a Buchi Babu tourna-
ment match against
Tamil Nadu . Accord-
ing to a report by ESPN
Cricinfo, Surya suffered
the injury while fielding
against Tamil Nadu in
Coimbatore.

It was further stated
that currently there is no
clarity about Surya’s par-
ticipation in the Duleep
Trophy. Moreover, it also
unclear whether he will
be featuring in the Tests
against Bangladesh.

Earlier, Surya had
expressed his desire of
cementing his place in
the Indian Test team. He
made his Test debut in
February 2023 against
Australia.

“There are a lot of
people who have
worked really hard to
earn their place and
even | want to earn that
spot again. | made my
debut for India in Tests.
After that, | got injured
as well. There were a
lot of people who got an
opportunity and have
done well too. They
deserve that opportunity
right now,” Suryakumar
said as quoted by ICC.

games on September 21, 23
and 26 in Puducherry followed
by two four-day matches in
Chennai beginning from Sep-
tember 30.

India U-19 Squad for one-day
series: Rudra Patel (VC) (GCA),
Sahil Parakh (MAHCA), Kar-
tikeya KP (KSCA), Mohd Amaan

(C) (UPCA), Kiran Chormale
(MAHCA), Abhigyan Kundu
(WK) (MCA), Harvansh Singh
Pangalia (WK) (SCA), Samit
Dravid (KSCA), Yudhaijit Guha
(CAB), Samarth N (KSCA),
Nikhil Kumar (UTCA), Chetan
Sharma (RCA), Hardik Raj
(KSCA), Rohit Rajawat (MPCA),
Mohd Enaan (KCA)

India U-19 Squad for four-
day series: Vaibhav Suryavan-
shi (Bihar CA), Nitya Pandya
(BCA), Vihan Malhotra (VC)
(PCA), Soham Patwardhan (C)
(MPCA), Kartikeya K P (KSCA),
Samit Dravid (KSCA), Abhigyan
Kundu (WK) (MCA), Harvansh
Singh Pangalia (WK) (SCA),
Chetan Sharma (RCA), Sam-

arth N (KSCA), Aditya Rawat

(CAU), Nikhil Kumar (UTCA),
Anmoljeet Singh (PCA), Aditya
Singh (UPCA), Mohd Enaan
(KCA).

US Open: Bopanna into men’s
and mixed doubles pre-quarters,
Bhambri advances

NEW YORK, Aug
31 (Agencies): India’s
Rohan Bopanna made
progress in both men’s
and mixed doubles
event of the US Open
on Saturday, August 31.
The 44-year-old com-
peting alongside Indo-
nesia’s Aldila Sutjiadi
beat Demi Schuurs and
Tim P%atz in a tight first
round match by 7-6 (7),
7-6 (5).

Both pairs put on an

excellent exh|b|t|on of
tennis fighting tooth
and nail for the victory
forcing both games into
a tie-breaker. However,
it was Bopanna and
Sutjiadi who prevailed
over the German-Dutch
duo to progress to the
pre-quarters where
they will face the pair
of John Peers and
Katefina Siniakova.
Bopanna also had a
field day even in the

men’s doubles event as
he, along with Matthew
Ebden, edged past the
pair of Roberto Carbal-
Iés Baena and Federico
Coria comfortably in the
second-round match.
The second-seeded duo
beat the Spanish-Argen-
tinean duo by 6-2, 6-4 to
seal their spot in the pre-
quarters. They will be up
against the Argentinean
pair of Maximo Gonza-
lez and Andrés Molteni
in the next game.

Meanwhile, another
Indian, Yuki Bhambiri,
also progressed ahead
at Flushing Meadows
with a second round vic-
tory along with Albano
Olivetti. The duo beat
Austin Krajicek and
Jean-Julien Rojer by
4-6, 6-3, 7-5 to progress
to the third round.

Defending champion Novak Djokovic shocked

at US Open

Popyrin, who beat Djokovic, will try to reach his first Grand Slam quarterfinal by
getting past No. 20 Frances Tiafoe

NEW YORK, Aug 31
(Agencies): Defend-
ing champion Novak
Djokovic was shocked
at the US Open one
night after Carlos
Alcaraz was, bowing out
in the third round with a
6-4, 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 loss
to 28th-seeded Alexei
Popyrin of Australia on
Friday night.

The No. 2-seeded
Djokovic was trying to
become the first player
in tennis history with
25 Grand Slam singles
titles. Instead, after
knee surgery in June,
he finishes a year with-
out claiming at least one
major championship for
the first time since 2017.
Before that, it hadn’t
happened since 2010.

Also of note: 2024
now becomes the first
season since 2002 in
which none of the Big
Three of men’s tennis —
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal
and Roger Federer —
earned a Slam trophy.

The third-round exit
equals Djokovic’s worst
showing at Flushing

Pakistan star’s tirade against cricket
board over ‘favoritism, false promlses

ISLAMABAD, Aug
31 (Agencies): Ahmed
Shahzad, Pakistan
cricket team, has been
very critical of the coun-
try’s board of late. His
tirades started with
Pakistan’s falling form
in international cricket.
Pakistan cricket hit a
new low recently as it
suffered the first ever
loss to Bangladesh
in Tests. Since then,
former Pakistan crick-
eters have been quite
critical. Shahzad is
also among them. After
the first Test loss, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) brought some
changes in its domestic
structure.

The PCB has named
Wagar Younis, Shoaib
Malik, Misbah-ul-Haq,
Sarfaraz Ahmed, and
Saqglain Mushtaq as
mentors for the teams
during the Champi-
ons One-Day Cup.
It appointed the five
former stalwarts of Paki-
stan in preparation for
the 2025 Champions
Trophy.

Shahzad, who has

pulled out of the Cham-
pions Cup, blasted the
PCB.

“The condition of Paki-
stan cricket team is such
that PCB needs some
names that can stand
in front to protect them
so that they come in the
line of fire. We have had
such discussions before
also. The lower the
level of Pakistan cricket
teams falls, the higher
the money paid to these
people. Even though
they have coaching
staff, but no disrespect,
just like there are maids
working at homes and
the women of the house
point out the dirty areas
after a while, the work
of the PCB looks the
same,” he said.

“Your work is the
same.”

Damage Control Strat-
egy of PCB!

Earlier, in another X
post, Shahzad had writ-
ten that he is pulling out
of the domestic compe-
tition due to ‘favoritism,
false promises, and
injustice.’

“With a heavy heart,

I've decided not to play
in the Domestic Cricket
Champions Cup.

The PCB’s favorit-
ism, false promises,
and injustice towards
domestic players are
unacceptable. In a
time when Pakistan is
struggling with inflation,
poverty, and massive
electricity bills, the PCB
is wasting 5 million Rs
on mentors for doing
nothing and rewarding
failed players in the cur-

rent team who brought
Pakistan cricket to an
All-time Low,” he posted
on X.

“It's even more disre-
spectful that the PCB
claims they don’t have
‘instruments for sur-
gery’ which is a huge
disrespect for domestic
players. As a Pakistani
and true cricket lover, |
cannot support a system
that has no value for
merit. | refuse to be a
part of this failed setup.”

Meadows; the only
other occasions he was
beaten that early at the
US Open came in 2005
and 2006.

Djokovic, who is 37,
has reached the final
in Ashe 10 times, leav-
ing with the title in 2011,
2015, 2018 and 2023.

On Friday, though, he
double-faulted 14 times
and looked physically
sluggish and emotional-
ly flat, perhaps residual
fatigue after collecting
his first Olympic gold
medal for Serbia by
beating Alcaraz in the
final at the Paris Games
earlier in August.

The No. 3-seeded
Alcaraz entered the US
Open as the tournament
favorite having won the
French Open and Wim-
bledon, and acknowil-
edged his energy was
lower than he realized
after getting eliminated
in New York by 74th-
ranked Botic van de
Zandschulp 6-1, 7-5, 6-4
on Thursday night.

Djokovic then replaced
Alcaraz as the money-
line pick to take the
men’s title, according to
BetMGM Sportsbook,
but that status didn’t last
long at all.

For the 25-year-old

Popyrin, this represent-
ed a real breakthrough:
He had been 0-3 against
Djokovic and 0-6 in
third-round matches at
majors.

But the strong-serving
Popyrin is playing as well
as ever, coming off the
biggest title of his career
less than three weeks
ago at a hard-court
tournament in Montreal,
where he picked up five
wins against opponents
ranked in the top 20.

Everything was work-
ing against Djokovic,
who was not up to his
usual high standards.

Popyrin was terrific
at the net, going 10 for
10 on serve-and-volley
approaches and 25 for
36 overall on points
when he pushed for-
ward. Djokovic, in con-
trast, only won the point
on 19 of his 40 trips to
the net, in part because
Popyrin kept flipping
passing shots by him.

Popyrin took big cuts
with his powerful fore-
hand, accumulating 22
of his 50 total winners

with that shot.

And he broke Djokovic
five times, including for a
lead of 3-2 in the fourth.
That game felt titanic,
lasting more than 10
minutes and including
four break chances for
Popyrin, who converted
the last with an inside-
out forehand to close
a 22-stroke exchange,
then rocked back on his
heels, clenched both
fists and let out a roar.
He took Djokovic’s next
service game, too, to
make it 5-2.

The first time Popyrin
served for the match,
he faltered, allowing
Djokovic to break. The
second time, Popyrin
finished the deal, hold-
ing at love when Djokov-
ic sent a forehand long.

Now Popyrin will try
to reach his first Grand
Slam quarterfinal by get-
ting past No. 20 Frances
Tiafoe, who advanced
Friday with a 4-6, 7-5,
6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-3 win over
No. 13 Ben Shelton in
a matchup between two
Americans.

After historic midnight win, Aryna
Sabalenka thanks crowd for staylng late

NEW YORK, Aug 31
(Agencies): World No.
2 Aryna Sabalenka
reached the round of
16 at the US Open 2024
as she beat No. 31 Ekat-
erina Alexandrova. The
match started at 12:08
am (US time) and will go
down in history as one
of the latest matches to
have ever begun at the
US Open. It finished
close to 2:00 am (US
time) and saw Sabalen-
ka getting the better of
Alexandrova 2-6, 6-1,
6-2. Sabalenka thanked
the crowd at the Arthur
Ashe Stadium for stay-
ing till late and was actu-
ally left stunned when
she got to know her
round 3 match would
begin at midnight.

“That was an interest-
ing decision in between
matches to have this 1
hour and 20 minute gap.
| was like ‘no way.. I'm
gonna start at midnight.’
And that’s actually what
happened. That was
tricky. We stayed with
the team and tried to
relax. Right before the
match we did our warm
up and we hoped for the
best,” Sabalenka told
the broadcasters after

the match.

The previous latest
recorded start at the
US Open came in 1987,
when Gabriela Sabatini
and Beverly Bowes took
to the court at midnight
and wrapped up in 90
minutes.

However, an early
finish was not on the
cards this time as
Sabalenka lost the first
set to the Russian in 33
minutes. Alexandrova
won 76 percent of her
first serve points and
tallied 10 winners to just
seven unforced errors.

Sabalenka reaches
round 4

“I don’t know what |
did, | was just trying to
stay low, put as many
balls as | can back on
that side. She played
incredible tennis in the
first set. It was really
tough to change it,”
Sabalenka said.

In the 2nd set,
Sabalenka made a
comeback to break
Alexandrova’s serve
for the first time. With
her powerful ground
strokes, she rallied to
win the second set in
dominant fashion 6-1.
The 26-year-old won 80
percent of her first-serve
points and only recorded

three unforced errors. In
a great display of power,
Sabalenka was lead-
ing 5-0 in the third set.
However, her set was
broken afterwards but
a backhand winner by
Sabalenka ensured her
victory.

“I'm really happy | was
able to turn around this
match and get this really
difficult win.”

Why a late start to the
US Open clash?

The clash between
Alexandrova and
Sabalenka was sched-
uled as the second night
match on Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

The day session match
between Frances Tiafoe
and Ben Shelton lasted
over four hours, and had
pushed into the evening.
This delayed the start
of the night session by
more than an hour.

The first match of the
night between Alexei
Popyrin and Novak
Djokovic lasted over
three hours, with Popyrin
pulling off a major upset
in a 4-set win. The
delays meant Alexan-
drova and Sabalenka
did not take the court
until near midnight.
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Ladakh all set to hold 11th Edition of
Ladakh Marathon

Top News Report

LEH, Aug 31: The Advi-
sor to the Lieutenant
Governor, UT Ladakh,
Dr Pawan Kotwal, con-
vened a preparatory
meeting regarding the
conduct of the 11th edi-
tion of the Ladakh Mara-
thon at the Civil Secre-
tariat, Leh.

At the outset, Secre-
tary to Youth Services
& Sports, UT Ladakh,
Vikram Singh Malik pro-
vided detailed insights
about the Marathon,
challenges and bottle-
necks which impede the
event.

The event will feature

six different categories
with the participation of
6281 runners represent-
ing 28 countries, mark-
ing it the largest interna-
tional event organised
in Ladakh. The cat-
egories include the Silk
Route Ultra, (122 km),
Khardongla Challenge
(72km), Full Marathon
(42km), Half Marathon
(21 km), 11.2km Run,
and Run for Fun (5km).

During the meeting, a
comprehensive power-
point presentation was
given by the organiser
of the event, Chewang
Motup, highlighting the
importance of collabora-
tive endeavours.

He informed the Advi-
sor about the need of
basic amenities, like
availability of water,
medical assistance, and
a smooth traffic move-
ment plan to be stream-
lined for the success of
this event. The 11th edi-
tion of Ladakh Marathon,
will take place from 5th
to 8th September.

Advisor Dr Kotwal
directed all the con-
cerned departments
and stakeholders to work
hand in hand to make
the event a successful
one. He stressed that
to deal with any kind of
emergency during the
event, Physiotherapists,

helpline numbers of
police, health officials,
and other concerned
officials must be readily
available to handle any
unforeseen situation.
Chewang Motup also
stressed that the event
should be promoted
well on social media,
and directed to ensure
awareness among the
public about routes and
traffic movements to
avoid inconvenience to
the public. He stated
that advisories should
be issued well in time in
these regards. Adding
that traffic closures
along Marathon route,
to Coordinate with IAF

for helicopters in case
emergency to rescue
and evacuate.

The meeting was
attended by the Admin-
istrative Secretary,
Youth Services and
Sports, UT Ladakh;
Administrative Secre-
tary, General Adminis-
tration Department, UT
Ladakh; Administrative
Secretary, IT Transport,
UT Ladakh; SS Leh;
Principal Secretary, UT
Ladakh; SSP traffic UT
Leh; ITBP Security offi-
cials DIG, and other con-
cerned officials, Direc-
tor Rural Development
Department joined the
meeting virtually.

GCPFI opposes reservation policy

Top News Report

JAMMU Aug 31: A
meeting of the core
group of the General
Category People’s Front
of India (GCPFI) was held
on Saturday under the
leadership of Raj Kumar
Banathia, the Chairman
of the Front.

During the meeting,
Prof. Yash Paul Sanson,
the President of the
Front, strongly criticized
the government's con-
tinued support for caste-
based reservations,
accusing them of promot-
ing caste divisions rather
than working to eliminate
them.

He expressed the grow-
ing frustration among the

general category popu-
lation, which includes
Hindus, Sikhs, Mus-
lims, and others, over
the ongoing reservation
system.

Prof. Sanson empha-
sized that the mood of the
masses is turning against
both the Congress and
BJP, as these parties
have failed to protect the
rights of the general cat-
egory.

He stated that voters
from the general cat-
egory are increasingly
unwilling to support par-
ties that back reserva-
tions, quotas, special
privileges, and conces-
sions, which they believe
have led to their margin-
alization.

Prof. Sanson called
for the complete aboli-
tion of reservations and
urged the government to
implement the Supreme
Court's rulings on the
matter.

He criticized the
caste-based reserva-
tion system, arguing that
it has become a spe-
cial qualification used
for political gain at the
expense of the general
category.

Som Nath Sharma,
General Secretary of
GCPFI, passionately
appealed to the govern-
ment to end the reserva-
tion system and address
the discrimination faced
by the general category.

He accused the gov-

ernment of denying the
basic rights of the general
category through biased
policies and called for the
removal of these injus-
tices.

The meeting also saw
the unanimous passing
of a resolution protesting
the government's refusal
to recognize the general
category's political rights,
particularly the "Right to
be elected."

The Front urged voters
in reserved constituen-
cies to press the NOTA
button or boycott the
elections altogether.

V.K. Sharma, Vice
President of the Front,
highlighted recent
Supreme Court verdicts
on reservations, includ-

ing the exclusion of the
creamy layer and quotas
within the SCs/STs res-
ervation.

He supported the views
of Jitan Ram Manjhi and
Kirori Lal Meena, who
have endorsed these
court rulings.

Other prominent
members of the Front,
including V.K. Sharma,
Bhushan Pargal, Deepak
Kumar Khajuria, Ravi
Sawhney, Jagdish Dogra,
Dr. Bansi Lal, Kewal Kris-
han Sharma, Surinder
Kumar, and Gopal Dass
Verma, echoed simi-
lar sentiments, calling
for an end to what they
described as the cancer-
ous effect of reservations
on Indian society.

NSS SMVDU organizes food
preparation event at Govt School

Top News Report

KATRA, Aug 31: NSS
unit of SMVDU Katra

and to have bonding with
school students.

NSS volunteers
reached school with all

organized a food prepa-
ration event at Govt Pri-
mary School Sirah vil-
lage.

The event was orga-
nized to engage volun-
teers to work in a team

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31:
The Private Schools
Association of Jammu
and Kashmir (PSAJK)
deeply mourns the sad
demise of Mohammad
Masood Bhat, the young-
er brother of Mohammad
Sulieman Bhat, former
Trade Union Leader and
Vice President of the
Jammu & Kashmir Civil
Society Forum (JKCSF).

Masood Bhat passed
away after a briefillness,
leaving behind a legacy
of kindness and integrity.

A delegation from
PSAJK, led by Presi-
dent G.N Var, accompa-
nied by other esteemed

the raw materials and
other equipment required
for food preparation. Vol-
unteers worked in differ-
ent groups to prepare
various food items. Vol-
unteers prepared food

members, visited the
bereaved family at their
residence in North Kash-
mir’s Rajpora-Rajwar,
Handwara,. The del-
egation conveyed their
profound sympathies
and offered support to
Mohammad Sulieman
Bhat and his family
during this difficult time.
The association offered
heartfelt prayers (Dua-e-
Maghfirat) for the depart-
ed soul, beseeching
Almighty Allah to grant
Mohammad Masood
Bhat the highest place
in Jannat-ul-Firdous and
envelop him in His infinite
mercy and forgiveness.
"May Allah forgive his
sins, expand his grave,

items such as mixed
vegetables, poori, boondi
raita and halwa in the
school premises.

Afterwards, volunteers
served the food to the
school students and
teachers.

School students were
very happy after having
the special meal of the
day. NSS volunteers
regularly organize differ-
ent events in all nearby
Govt. Schools.

NSS volunteer Sadhvi
Sharma coordinated the
whole event with other
volunteers. NSS coor-
dinator, Dr. Rajiv Kumar
and staff member Avd-
hesh Gupta were also
present during the event.

School incharge
Monika thanked the NSS
SMVDU team for orga-
nizing the event in the
school.

Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Pragati Kumar appreciat-
ed the efforts of NSS vol-
unteers and emphasized
on organizing more such
events in other schools
also.

PSAJK expresses condolences to JKCSF Vice Pres1dent

and grant him eternal
peace in the gardens
beneath which rivers
flow. May Allah also
provide strength and
patience to the bereaved
family to bear this
immense loss," prayed
PSAJK President G.N
Var.

PSAJK stands in com-
plete solidarity with the
Bhat family during this
difficult time of grief and
pledges its unwavering
support. The associa-
tion recognizes the sig-
nificant contributions of
Mohammad Sulieman
Bhat to society and
extends its full sympathy
and condolences to him
and his loved ones.

People of Patnazi, Mori embrace
BJP under leadership of Haji :

Tariq Hussain Keen

Top News Report

BONJWAH, Aug 31:
In a significant devel-
opment ahead of the
upcoming assembly
elections, the people of
Patnazi and Mori Pan-
chayats have shown
overwhelming support
for the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) under the
leadership of Haji Tariq
Hussain Keen, the BJP
candidate for the Inder-
wal Constituency.

Haji Tarig Hussain
Keen, who has been
actively campaigning in
the region, received a
warm and enthusiastic
welcome from the resi-
dents during his recent
door-to-door campaign.
The residents expressed
their confidence in his
leadership and vision for
the constituency, mark-
ing a pivotal moment for
the BJP as it continues to
strengthen its presence
in the region.

The embrace of the
BJP by the people of
Patnazi and Mori Pan-
chayats is seen as a
major boost for the party,
signaling a shift in politi-
cal dynamics within the
Inderwal Constituency.
Local leaders and party
workers were present
during the campaign,
reinforcing the message

of development, inclusiv-
ity, and good governance
that Haji Tariq Keen has
been advocating.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Haji Tariq Hus-
sain Keen thanked the
people for their support
and assured them of his
commitment to address-
ing their concerns and
working tirelessly for
the betterment of the
region. He highlighted
the party's development
agenda and the positive
changes it aims to bring
to the constituency.
This development is
expected to have a sub-
stantial impact on the
electoral landscape of
Inderwal, as the BJP
gears up for a strong
performance in the forth-
coming elections.

Sainik Samaj Party announces

assembly candidates

Top News Report

JAMMU Aug 31: The
Sainik Samaj Party,
JKUT, organized a
media interaction to
introduce their candi-
dates for the upcom-
ing assembly elections
from Jammu East,
Jammu West, and
Jammu North.

Col SS Pathania
introduced Sanjiv
Luthra as the candidate
for Jammu East, Sumit
Sharma for Jammu
West, and Er. Dalbir
Chib for Jammu North.

During the interac-
tion, Pathania empha-
sized the urgent need
for a change in the
current political land-
scape.

He stated that a sig-
nificant shift is only
achievable if patri-
otic and nationalist
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individuals—who are
educated, competent,
visionary, and have
zero tolerance for cor-
ruption—step forward
with a commitment to
serving the nation and
humanity.

Pathania also men-
tioned that the party's
manifesto has already
been released and
that a door-to-door
campaign by the can-

didates will commence
shortly.

He urged politically
inclined citizens to par-
ticipate in the assem-
bly elections under the
mandate of the Sainik
Samaj Party.

The candidates,
in turn, shared their
vision and strategies
for contesting the elec-
tions in their respective
constituencies.

Special train service announced for devotees
traveling to Haridwar on “Somavati Amavas”

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 31:
In a heartening develop-
ment for devotees from
the Udhampur, Jammu,
and Kathua sectors,
a special train service
has been announced to
facilitate their journey to
Haridwar on the occasion
of “Somavati Amavas.”

The announcement was

made by Union Minister
Dr. Jitendra Singh, who
has been instrumental
in securing this special
service for the devotees.

The special train will
significantly ease the
pilgrimage for thousands
of people who tradition-
ally undertake this holy
journey during "Somavati
Amavas."

This move has been

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575

widely appreciated by
the local communities,
especially those who
were facing difficulties in
traveling due to the lim-
ited availability of regular
train services.

The special train is
expected to ensure a
more comfortable and
convenient pilgrimage
experience for all devo-
tees.

GODOWN FOR RENT
Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

Bari

PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS

® 24/7 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

CHESS LEARNING CENTRE

Contact Us:

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess classes Today'
Three Classes
a Week

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic
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