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Kritika Kamra reveals she 
once rejected a film with a 
‘big actor’: I don’t regret it

Batenge toh katenge: Yogi 
Adityanath calls for unity, 
cites Bangladesh chaos

Aman Sehrawat sets sights 
on winning gold in 2028 

Olympics after Paris bronze

BRIEFLY
Two South 
Kashmir DDC 
members exit 
PDP

SRINAGAR, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) faced a setback 
in Shopian on Monday 
as two District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) 
members resigned from 
the party and extended 
their support to former 
MLA Aijaz Ahmad Mir.

The DDC Chairperson 
Shopian Bilquees Bano 
and DDC Member Har-
main Ab Rashid Lone 
submitted their resigna-
tions, citing the party’s 
failure to do justice to 
Aijaz Ahmad Mir, who 
had been working tire-
lessly for the party.

Bano said that she 
will support Mir, who is 
contesting the elections 
as an independent 
candidate from the 
Wachi (now Zainapora) 
constituency. Lone also 
expressed his support 
for Mir, stating that the 
party’s inability to rec-
ognize Mir’s contribu-
tions led to his decision.

This development 
comes after Mir 
resigned from the 
PDP last week and 
is expected to file his 
nomination papers on 
Tuesday. Another DDC 
member from Shopian, 
Raja Waheed, had also 
quit the PDP to contest 
the election on an All 
India People’s United 
Democratic Party (AIP) 
ticket.

Four persons 
detained in 
Kathua for 
roaming 
near Army 
Camp

JAMMU, Aug 26 
(Agencies): Four per-
sons were detained for 
questioning after they 
were found roaming 
near an Army camp in 
the Kathua district of  
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Monday, officials said.

All the four detained 
persons were unarmed 
and were seen moving 
suspiciously near the 
Army camp at Billawar, 
the officials said.

They said secu-
rity forces immediately 
intercepted them and 
they were taken into 
preventive custody for 
questioning.

Man dies after 
vehicle rolls 
down in north 
Kashmir’s 
Bandipora

BANDIPORA, Aug 26 
(Agencies): A 30-year-
old man died after a 
vehicle he was travel-
ling in rolled down a 
hill along the mountain-
ous region of Panar in 
north Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora.

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The chief 
secretaries of 18 states 
and UTs are scheduled 
to appear personally 
on Tuesday before the 
Supreme Court which 
has summoned them 
for non-implementation 
of the Second National 
Judicial Pay Commis-
sion’s (SNJPC) recom-
mendations on payment 
of pension arrears and 
retirement benefits to 
judicial officers.

The top-most bureau-
crats of Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, 
Delhi, Assam, Naga-
land, Meghalaya, Him-
achal Pradesh,  Jammu 
and Kashmir, Ladakh, 
Jharkhand, Kerala, 
Bihar, Goa, Haryana 

and Odisha have to 
be present before the 
apex court in person on 
August 27.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice D Y Chan-
dachud and Justices JB 
Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra has listed the plea 
of the All India Judges 
Association and 22 other 
similar petitions for hear-
ing at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, according to 
the apex court website.

 “I can see there is no 
substantive compliance. 
They will have to per-
sonally appear before 
us or we will issue non-
bailable warrants (NBW) 
against them,” the CJI 
observed on August 22.

The direction came 
when senior lawyer 
K Parmeswar, who is 
assisting the court as 
amicus curiae (a friend 
of court), had told the 
bench that despite 

several orders and the 
extension of time, as 
many as 18 states and 
Union territories (UTs) 
have not complied with 
the SNJPC recommen-
dations fully.

The All India Judges 
Association (AIJA) is 
seeking implementa-
tion of welfare and other 
measures for former 
judges and judicial offi-
cers.

The bench said the top 
bureaucrats will have to 
appear personally to 
explain the delay and 
rejected the request of 
various states that the 
chief secretaries be 
permitted to appear vir-
tually.

On July 11, the bench 
had summoned the chief 
secretaries of 23 states 

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 
(Agencies): Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Monday announced the 
creation of five new dis-
tricts in the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh.

In a post on ‘X’, Shah 
said in pursuit of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision to build a 
developed and prosper-
ous Ladakh, the Union 
Home Ministry has 
decided to create the 
five new districts.

“The new districts, 
namely Zanskar, Drass, 
Sham, Nubra and 

Changthang, will take 
the benefits meant for 
the people to their door-
steps by bolstering gov-
ernance in every nook 
and cranny,” he said.

The home minister 
said the Modi govern-
ment is committed 
to creating abundant 
opportunities for the 
people of Ladakh.

Ladakh was made a 
UT after the erstwhile 
state of  Jammu and 
Kashmir was bifurcated 
into two UTs on August 
5, 2019. The other UT 
is Jammu and Kashmir.

On that day five years 
ago, the Article 370, 
which gave special 
status to the erstwhile 
state, was also abro-
gated.

Being a UT, Ladakh 
comes under the direct 
administrative control of 
the union home ministry.

JAMMU, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) 
announced its first list 
of seven candidates for 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly elections on 
Sunday.

The party has field-
ed Fayaz Ahmed Sofi 
from Pulwama, Mud-
dasir Hassan from Raj-
pora, and Sheikh Fida 
Hussain from Devsar. 

Mohsin Shafkat Mir has 
been selected for Dooru, 
Mehraj Din Malik for 
Doda, Yasir Shafi Matto 
for Doda West, and 
Musassir Azmat Mir for 
Banihal.

This will be the first 
time AAP contests the 
assembly polls in the 
state, scheduled to be 
held in three phases on 
September 18, 25, and 
October 1.

Meanwhile, Ghulam 
Nabi Azad’s Democratic 
Progressive Azad Party 
(DPAP) also announced 
its first list of 13 candi-
dates.

 “Announcing our 
1st list of candidates 
for the assembly elec-
tions. Our best wishes 
to them as they prepare 
to serve and represent 
our people!” read a post 
from DPAP.

The Congress has 
allied with Farooq Abdul-
lah’s National Confer-
ence for the assembly 
polls.

The pre-poll alliance 
was announced soon 
after Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi and party

J&K 
Assembly 
Polls | Sikh 
outfit to 
contest three 
seats

SRINAGAR, Aug 
26 (Agencies): A Sikh 
organisation on Monday 
announced that it would 
contest assembly polls 
from three seats in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The All Parties Sikh 
Coordination Commit-
tee (APSCC) said in a 
statement that it has 
decided to field S Push-
vinder Singh from Tral in 
Pulwama district.

However, the can-
didates from Central 
Shalteng in Srinagar 
and Baramulla will be 
announced later on, it 
said.

APSCC chairman Jag-
mohan Singh Raina said 
the committee is bank-
ing on the support of 
majority community for 
the success of its can-
didates.

He appealed to the 
members of the major-
ity community to come 
forward and support the 
members of the Sikh 
community.

Raina said support 
from members of majori-
ty community will ensure 
victory of community 
members.

He said it will send a 
positive message from 
Kashmir and it will 
change the narrative 
that Kashmiris pursue 
separatism and are anti-
national.

Polls to the 90-member 
J-K assembly will be 
held in three phases 
on September 18, Sep-
tember 25 and October 
1, while results will be 
announced on October 
4.

Differences 
over Seat-
Sharing: 
Congress, NC 
leaders to 
hold 
deliberations

SRINAGAR, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The Con-
gress leadership is set 
to hold deliberations with 
the National Conference 
(NC) on Monday (August 
26, 2024) to iron out dif-
ferences over seat-shar-
ing for the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly polls.

 “The Congress Gen-
eral Secretary organisa-
tion, K. C. Venugopal, 
will hold talks with NC 
president Farooq Abdul-
lah and vice president 
Omar Abdullah at their 
residences in Srinagar,” 
leaders of both parties 
said.

They said the meet-
ing was necessitated 
after “some differences” 
cropped up in seat-shar-
ing arrangement during 
the talks between the 
local leadership of the 
parties.

JAMMU, Aug 26 
(Agencies): After with-
drawing its earlier list, 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Monday 
announced revised list 
of candidates who have 
been nominated to con-
test upcoming Assembly 
elections in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

As per the updated 
list 15 candidates have 
been nominated by the 
party leadership who 
will contest Assembly 
elections from Jammu 
& Kashmir.

The fresh list includes 
Er. Syed Showkat 
Gayoor Andrabi to 
contest elections from 
32-Pampore; Arshid 

Bhat 32-Rajpora; Javed 
Ahmad Qadri 37-Shop-
ian; Mohammad Rafiq 
Wani 43-Anantnag 
West; Advocate Syed 
Wazahat 44-Anantnag; 
Sofi Yousuf 45-Sriguf-
wara-Bijbehara; Veer 
Saraf 46-Shangus-
Anantnag East; Tariq 
Keen 48-Inderwal; 
Sushri Shagun Pari-
har 49-Kishtwar; Sunil 
Sharma 5—Padder-
Nagseni; Daleep Singh 
Parihar 51-Bhard-
erwah; Gajay Singh 
Rana 52-Doda; Shakti 
Raj Parihar 53-Doda 
West; Rakesh Thakur 
54-Ramban; and Salim 
Bhat 55-Banihal.

Non-Compliance with SNJPC proposals: Chief 
Secretaries of 18 States, UTs to appear in SC

MHA creates 5 new districts 
in Ladakh: Amit Shah

BJP issues revised first list of 15 candidates 
for J&K Assembly Elections

AAP announces first list of candidates for 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections
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Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, 
Aug 26: “The new Bio-
economy policy rolled out 
by the  Modi Govt is set 
to place India as a global 
leader in the years to 
come", said Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh 
while briefing the media 
about the recent Union 
Cabinet decision on the 
ambitious BioE3 (Bio-
technology for Economy, 
Employment, and Envi-
ronment) Policy, herald-
ing a transformative shift 
in India's manufacturing 
sector.

As India emerges as a 
Global Biotech Power-
house, said Dr Jitendra 
Singh, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will be 
hailed across the world 
as the champion of new 
Biotech Boom, that prom-
ises to boost the econo-
my, innovation, jobs, and 
environmental commit-
ments.

The Science and Tech-
nology Minister, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh hailed 
PM Narendra Modi’s 
visionary leadership for 
spearheading a forward-

looking policy that aims 
to pivot from traditional 
consumptive practices to 
high-performance, regen-
erative biomanufacturing, 
marking a significant step 
towards a cleaner, green-
er, and more prosperous 
Bharat.

Speaking on the surge 
in Bioeconomy, Union 
Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for 
Science and Technol-
ogy, Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
for Earth Sciences, 
MoS PMO, Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy, 
Department of Space, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions, 
Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
“India's bioeconomy has 
experienced remarkable 
growth, skyrocketing 
from $10 billion in 2014 
to over $130 billion in 
2024, with projections 
to reach $300 billion by 
2030. This surge reflects 
India's robust economic 
growth. The recent policy 
will reignite growth spir-
its and position India as 
a potential leader in the 
4th industrial revolution, 
he said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
“The BioE3 Policy is set 
to accelerate this growth 
trajectory, making sub-
stantial contributions 
to the 'Make in India' 
initiative by fostering 
the development of bio-
based products with mini-
mal carbon footprints.”

According to Dr. Jitendra 
Singh the BioE3 Policy 
is designed to address 
critical global challenges 
such as climate change 
and depleting non-
renewable resources by: 
1) Facilitating the shift 
from chemical-based 
industries to sustainable 
bio-based models 2) Pro-
moting a circular bioecon-
omy 3) Achieving net-
zero carbon emissions 
through innovative waste 
utilization from biomass, 
landfills, and greenhouse 
gases and 4) Encourag-
ing the development of 
bio-based products and 
expanding job creation.

Highlighting the key fea-
tures, Dr. Jitendra said 
the policy encourages 
entrepreneurship across 
diverse sectors, includ-
ing bio-based chemicals, 
smart proteins, precision 

biotherapeutics, climate-
resilient agriculture, and 
carbon capture.

It establishes cutting-
edge biomanufacturing 
facilities, biofoundry clus-
ters, and Bio-AI hubs, he 
added .

The Minister said,  
renewed focus is on ethi-
cal biosafety consider-
ations and global regu-
latory harmonization by 
aligning with international 
standards.

Understanding the 
Importance of Biomanu-
facturing hubs Dr. Singh 
highlighted that it will 
serve as centralised 
facilities crucial for the 
production, development, 
and commercialization of 
bio-based products. He 
said “These hubs will 
bridge the gap between 
laboratory-scale and 
commercial-scale manu-
facturing, fostering col-
laboration among start-
Ups, SMEs, and estab-
lished manufacturers.”

Dr. Singh categorically 
mentioned that these will 
play a vital role in large-
scale manufacturing of 
products like mRNA-
based vaccines and 

proteins. He expressed 
confidence that Bio-AI 
hubs will drive innovation 
by integrating AI to anal-
yse large-scale biological 
data, paving the way for 
new gene therapies and 
food processing solu-
tions.

Giving special emphasis 
on employment genera-
tion potential of the policy, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said “It 
is expected to generate 
substantial employment 
opportunities, particularly 
in tier-II and tier-III cities, 
where biomanufacturing 
hubs will be set up. These 
hubs will leverage local 
biomass sources, there-
by enhancing economic 
development in these 
regions.”

Towards the conclusion 
of the interview Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh reiterated that 
by investing in the coun-
try’s economy, environ-
ment, and employment, 
the BioE3 Policy sup-
ports India's vision of a 
'Viksit Bharat' (Developed 
India), setting a bench-
mark for how effective 
science policies can drive 
national development and 
sustainability.

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, 
Aug 26 (Agencies): The 
BJP on Monday named 
16 candidates for the first 
phase of elections to the 
90-member Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly to be 
held on September 18.

The party had earlier 
released its first list of 44 
candidates but put out a 
revised one a few hours 
later, withdrawing names 
for the second and third 
phases, amid disgruntle-
ment among a section of 
party cadre over a few 
names in the original list.

While Jammu and 
Kashmir BJP president 
Ravinder Raina down-
played the resentment 
over the initial list, a 
group of party work-
ers held a protest at its 
headquarters in Jammu 
and claimed “parachute 
candidates” were picked 
over hardworking work-
ers.

The list of 16 candi-
dates for the first phase 
includes three former 
MLAs and a woman can-
didate, Shagun Parihar, 
whose father Ajeet Pari-
har and uncle Anil Pari-
har were gunned down 
by terrorists in Kishtwar 
district in November 
2018. The Parihar broth-

ers were affiliated with 
the BJP.

The initial list covered 
36 segments in the 
Jammu region and eight 
in the Kashmir Valley. It 
included nearly a dozen 
prominent leaders, 
including several former 
ministers who have 
joined the party in the 
last five years.

Ten former MLAs, 
including ex-deputy 
chief minister Nirmal 
Singh and ex-Jammu 
and Kashmir BJP chief 
Sat Paul Sharma, have 

been dropped.
Sharing the revised list 

of candidates, the BJP 
said the names for the 
second and third phases 
should be considered 
withdrawn.

In the Jammu region’s 
Chenab Valley, the BJP 
has fielded former min-
isters Sunil Sharma 
(Padder-Nagseni con-
stituency) and Shakti 
Raj Parihar (Doda-West), 
former MLA Daleep 
Singh Parihar (Bhader-
wah), Shagun Parihar 
(Kishtwar), Tariq Keen 

(Inderwal), Gajay Singh 
Rana (Doda), Rakesh 
Thakur (Ramban) and 
Salim Bhat (Banihal).

The BJP’s Neelam 
Kumar Langeh had won 
the Ramban constitu-
ency in the 2014 elec-
tions but was dropped 
this time.

In the Kashmir Valley, 
the BJP has fielded its 
vice president Sofi Yousu 
(Srigufwara-Bijbehara), 
Syed Showkat Gayoor 
Andrabi (Pampore), 
Arshid Bhat (Rajpora), 
Javed Ahmad Qadri 

(Shopian), Mohd Rafiq 
Wani (Anantnag West), 
Syed Wazahat (Anant-
nag), Veer Saraf (Shan-
gus-Anantnag East) and 
Choudhary Roshan Hus-
sain Gujjar (Kokernag-
ST).

Some angry BJP 
workers from different 
assembly constituencies 
staged a protest at the 
party headquarters over 
the leadership “ignoring” 
hardworking workers and 
giving the mandate to 
“parachute candidates”.

“I have been associ-
ated with the party for 
the last 18 years and 
have worked day and 
night to strengthen it but 
the mandate was given 
to a person who joined 
the party only a few days 
back,” said BJP Sched-
uled Caste Morcha presi-
dent Jagdish Bhagat.

Welcoming the with-
drawal of the initial list, 
he said, “We hope that 
party leaders would 
be given the mandate 
instead of those who 
have done nothing for 
the party.”

“If they ignore us, there 
will be serious conse-
quences. We will not 
allow any wrongdoing 
and will protest against 
this injustice within the 
party,” Bhagat said.

New Bioeconomy policy to place India as 
global leader: Dr Jitendra

J&K Assembly Polls | BJP releases first list of 44 
candidates, trims it to 16 amid internal rumblings
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RAMBAN, Aug 26: The 
District Administration 
Ramban, under the lead-
ership of District Election 
Officer (DEO) Baseer-Ul-
Haq Choudhary, contin-
ues its efforts to enhance 
voter awareness ahead 
of the General Legisla-
tive Assembly Election 
2024 by organizing a 
series of activities in 
Assembly Constituen-
cies AC-54 Ramban and 
AC-55 Banihal.

These efforts are part 
of the ongoing System-
atic Voters’ Education 
and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP) campaign, 
which aims to educate 
voters about the impor-
tance of casting their 
votes. The District Nodal 
Officer for SVEEP, CEO 
Ramban Vikram Singh, 
emphasized the critical 
role of voter participation, 
particularly urging youth 
and women to exercise 
their right to vote.

A major SVEEP aware-

ness program was held 
today at the Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School (GHSS) Mahoo, 
a remote area in the 
55-Banihal constituency. 
The event was organized 
by the District SVEEP 
team, including Assis-
tant Nodal Officer Man-
jeet Singh, Abdul Hamid, 
Suraj Parkash, and tech-
nical team member Raj 
Singh.

Similar awareness 
programme was also 
organized at Govern-
ment Higher Second-
ary School, Khari under 
SVEEP to sensitize the 
people about the impor-
tance of their votes.   

Local residents, promi-
nent citizens, female 
voters, and students par-
ticipated in the event. The 
focus on the Mahoo area, 
known for its historically 
low voter turnout, makes 
today’s engagement a 
significant step towards 
increasing voter partici-
pation in the upcoming 
elections.

Intensified SVEEP Awareness 
Drive Held at Mahoo

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: Shri 
Lakshmi Narayan Mandir 
Management Trust 
Gandhi Nagar orga-
nized a  grand celebra-
tions of “Shree Krishan 
Janamashtami” starting 
with Ganesh and Nav 
Greh Pooja followed by 
a colourful Rath Yatra 
carrying the idols of Lord 
Krishna in a well deco-
rated  ‘Rath’ which start-
ed from Shree Lakshmi 
Narayan Mandir Gandhi 
Nagar accompanied by 
besides, large number 
of devotees, especially 
the students and staff 
of various educational 
institutions including the 
Dogra Higher Secondary 
School Shastri Nagar and 
Shastri Shiksha Kendra 
School Gandhi Nagar 
Jammu, members and 
special invitees of the 
Trust led by Gulchain 
Singh Charak (Former 
Minister) and President of 
the Trust passing through 
various temples including 
Shree Mahadev Mandir 
Gandhi Nagar, Dhudha 
Dhari Mandir, Shri Durga 
Mandir and then Gole 
Market Gandhi Nagar etc. 

Enroute various organiza-
tions had arranged water, 
cold drinks and other 
items as parshad for the 
yatris. Then the yatra 
culminated at the main 
complex Shree Lakshmi 
Narayan Mandir.

Proper arrangements 
had been made to 
regulate the devotees 
in such a manner that 
there is minimum scope 
of crowding at particular 
time for organising differ-
ent programmes.In con-
nection with celebration, 
the temple complex was 
given a fresh look, and 
profusely decorated by 
Mrs. Uma Katal accom-
pained by Sh. Krishan 
Gupta and others. The 
temple was decorated 
tastefully befitting the 
pious occassion. There-
after the trust arranged 
a ‘Bhajan Sandya’ pro-
gramme from 5.00 PM 
to 7.00P.M. by ‘Bharti-
yaSangeet Sansthan’ for 
devotees visiting Mandir. 
Main attraction of the 
function was beauti-
ful ‘selfie point’near the 
stage in main hall where 
large number of people 
along with their wards 
were seen taking selfies. 

After that almost hundred 
childrens wearing the 
dresses of Radha and 
Krishna were honoured 
by the trust by present-
ing them medals.

Then at  12:00 Midnight 
Maha-Arti was organized.

S.C Rekhi Secretary 
of the Trust speaking on 
the occasion thanked K.B 
Magotra D.C (Retd) con-
venor,. Uma Katal, other 
members of the function 
committee and all staff 
members with whose 
efforts such a wonderful 
event could be organized.

In the end, after Maha-
Artiparshad was distrib-
uted among devotees  
present at the time of Lord 
Krishna’s birth.

Prominent among others 
who participated included 
S.C.Rekhi (Secretary), 
V.K.Abrol, Romesh 
Thakur, KB Magotra, 
P.C.Gupta, Kapil Slathia, 
Indu Bhushan Sharma, 
Ashok Khajuria, Sumesh 
Damral, Ved Verma, 
Prem Sharma, Prashant 
Sharma, Sandeep Singh, 
Tarun Gupta, Brij Raj 
Singh, JagjeetSingh,  
Kulbir Singh Chib,  Pankul 
Vaid and other prominent 
persons.

Top News Report

POONCH, Aug 26: With 
the aim of providing basic 
medical facilities to the 
people and their cattle 
residing in remote areas 
of village Marhot, Indian 
Army organized a free 
Medical Camp at village 
Marhot.

The Medical Camp was 
organized to help the 
local populace in lead-
ing a normal and healthy 
life, which is otherwise 
challenging considering 
the terrain and harsh 
weather conditions. Free 
health checkup & medi-
cines were provided to 
the patients by Military 
doctor. Requisite consul-
tation, vaccination and 
medicines were provided 
by Medical Staff for the 
people to help the invi-
tees avail medical treat-
ment benefits.

Requisite consultation, 
vaccination and medi-
cines were provided to 
the people from Marhot, 
who availed medi-
cal treatment benefits. 
During this event, food 
items were also distrib-
uted amongst children 
and locals.

Additionally, a lecture 
on immunization, family 
planning & health care of 
children was also orga-
nized during this medical 
camp to spread aware-

ness amongst the people 
in remote regions regard-
ing preventive measures 
of common diseases, 
hygiene & sanitation and 
their symptoms alongwith 
pro-active measures to 
stem the tide and also 
emphasize on impor-
tance of good eating 
habits, balanced diet plan 
and maintaining personal 
hygiene and sanitation to 
increase happiness quo-
tient amongst the gath-
ering.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: 
Dozens of youths today 
joined Apni Party in Vijay-
pur in Samba District 
expressing their faith in 
the leadership of Syed 
Mohammed Altaf Bukhari 
sahab, President, Apni 
Party.

The joining program 
cum meeting was orga-
nized under the leader-
ship of Party’s Provincial 
President, Jammu, and 
Former Minister, S. Manjit 
Singh.

The Former Minis-
ter welcomed the new 
entrants into the party 
folds and hoped that their 
joining would strengthen 
the party at the grass root 
level.

Addressing them on 
the occasion, S. Manjit 
Singh said that the edu-
cated youth are con-
cerned about the growing 
unemployment among 
them that has shown an 
unprecedented rise.

“The Central Govt as 
well as J&K’s Govt have 
failed to generate employ-
ment opportunities that 
has disheartened the 
youth. The youth have 
less options in Govt as 
well as private sector. 
In the private sector, the 
companies and industrial 
sector prefer engaging 
them on contract basis 

without wage protection in 
Jammu and Kashmir,” he 
said, reminding about the 
minimum wage act that 
should be implemented 
in Jammu and Kashmir to 
ensure wage protection to 
the people serving in the 
private sector.

He said that the youth 
want job security and 
wage fixation as per the 
expertise in different 
fields.

 “The Govt has not 
protected the rights of 
the working class due 
to which the youth shift 
from one job to another 
due to unsatisfactory 
wages that cannot meet 
the challenges due to 
expenses. Hence, the 
industrial sector and other 
unorganized sectors shall 
be held accountable for 
their negligence for not 
providing job security, 
wage fixation, and bear-
ing medical expenses 
of the employees,” he 
added.

He said that if the Apni 
Party forms the Govt, it 
would come out with a 
comprehensive plan to 
protect the rights of the 
workers in private sector 
and provide protection to 
the jobs of the local edu-
cated youth in both skilled 
and unskilled sectors.

He said that the Govt 
aide shall be provided to 
the private sectors, who 

provide all the benefits to 
their workers.

 “We are in favour of 
the implementation of the 
minimum wage act, res-
toration of Old Pension 
Scheme, and release of 
wages of the daily wagers 
in Jammu and Kashmir,” 
he said, extending sup-
port to the working class 
which struggles in their 
day to day life.

He said that the Apni 
Party is committed to 
upgrade the living stan-
dard of the working class 
and provide them Govt 
benefits.

Meanwhile, he also 
said that the Apni Party, 
if it comes to power, will 
advertise all the vacant 
posts for recruitment in 
different Govt depart-
ments.

Similarly, the decision 
about the regularization 
of the over 61000 daily 
wagers would also be 
taken with the enhance-
ment of their wage, and 
release of their pending 
wages.

 “We want that the 
employees, daily wagers, 
Govt officials, and work-
ers of organized/unorga-
nized sectors in private 
industries shall get all the 
benefits from the Govt 
so that the Jammu and 
Kashmir can grow equal-
ly without disparity with 
anyone,” he added.

Lakshmi Narayan Mandir Management 
Trust organizes Rath Yatra on Janamashtmi

Army conducts medical camp at Marhot

Manjit Singh says youth pin 
hopes with Apni Party, its 
leadership for bright future

Top News Report

KULGAM, Aug 26:  
With the announcement 
of Assembly Elections 
2024, Kulgam district 
is gearing up for first 
phase of  Elections with 
3.28 lakh electorates set 
to exercise their right to 
franchise on 18th Sep-
tember 2024.

The district comprises 
three Assembly con-
stituencies, namely 
D.H.Pora, Kulgam and 
Devsar with 3,28,740  
registered voters, 
including 1,64,829 male, 
1,63,898 female and 13 
Transgender voters.

A comprehensive net-
work of 372 polling sta-
tions has been estab-
lished by the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) for free, fair and 
transparent elections.

39-Kulgam Assembly 
Constituency emerged 
as the largest constitu-

ency within the district, 
with a total of 1,17,322 
voters, including 58,477 
male and 58845 female 
voters. 134 polling sta-
tions have been des-
ignated to facilitate 
smooth and inclusive 
voting experience for all 
registered voters.

In 40-Devsar, there are 
a total 1,12,381 voters, 
including 56,199 male, 
56,175 female and 7 
transgender voters. 127 
polling stations have 
been established in 
Devsar AC.

L i k e w i s e ,  i n 
38-D.H.Pora, a total of 
99,037 voters are set 
to exercise their right 
to franchise, which 
includes 50,153 male, 
48,878 female and 6 
transgender voters.

The ECI has set up 
111 polling stations in 
this constituency to 
ensure comprehensive 

and inclusive electoral 
participation.

Kulgam District is fully 
prepared to manage the 
voting process with pre-
cision and accessibility.

Dedicated 24/7 con-
trol rooms are properly 
functioning, equipped 
with voter helplines and 
tasked with monitoring 
Flying Squad Teams 
and Static Surveillance 
Teams. These control 
rooms also manage 
violations of Model 
Code of Conduct (MCC) 
reported through C-Vigil 
platform.

A dedicated permis-
sions cell has also been 
established to issue 
permissions related to 
campaigning and rallies.

Notably, Kulgam 
Administration is com-
mitted to ensure trans-
parent, fair, and efficient 
electoral process for all 
its residents.

Kulgam district readies for 
Assembly elections
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By: Abhijit 
Bhattacharyya

Has the “globalisation” of 
warfare now come full 
circle? From the Europe-

centric world wars of the twentieth 
century, the post-Cold War period 
is witnessing a shift towards West-
backed proxy wars away from the 
West. How else can one explain the 
cacophonic war cry of five impe-
rialists today? It is clear now that 
the clout of both the United States 
and the European Union is on the 
wane due to their wanton divisive 
policies. Russia feels increasingly 
insecure and thus waging wars for 
self-protection and both China and 
Israel are intent on revenge mis-
sions to “reverse the forces of his-
tory”. Their religious breakup too 
reveals the reality: Europe, the US 
and Russia are essentially Christian, 
Israel is Jewish and Communist 
China, while avowedly atheist, has 
made the making of money almost 
a state religion. Interestingly, there 
is no Islamic imperial state today, 
despite all the “notoriety” after the 
9/11 attacks on America and the 
US “war on terror” against Muslim 
nations that followed. Perhaps that 
makes today’s seemingly unend-
ing violence fraught with more 
mayhem in future. Also Read - 
Anita Anand | Can a ‘bottom-up’ 
approach help in tackling crimes 
targeting women? Advertisement 
In the past, the imperialism of both 
Europe and America have been 
over land and the seas, while Rus-
sian imperialism was always land-
based, spanning from the Bering 
Sea to the shoreline of Baltic Sea. 
China too has always been a land-
based expansionist power, primar-
ily targeting Siberia, Central and 
Southeast Asia. The surprise fifth 
neo-imperialist today is tiny Israel, 
which sees its brutal aggression in 
Gaza and other occupied territories 
as a “fight for survival/existence”. 

Also Read - Shreya Sen-Handley 
| The King’s plumbing and other 
toilet tales Let us remember that 
wars between Christians and Chris-
tians go back more than a thousand 
years. Moreover, as there was no 
Islam till the seventh century, there 
was no Christian-Islamic or Jewish-
Islamic conflict in that era. It was 
essentially a series of bitter, hate-
filled conflicts between the Chris-
tianity of Rome and the Judaism of 
Jerusalem. At most times, the Jews 
faced ignominy and wars insti-
gated by no less than the Roman 
Catholic Church at the Vatican 
and Christian emperors of Europe 
endorsed by the Papacy, known as 
the “Holy Roman Empire”. Con-
sequently, the Jews suffered colos-
sal loss of their right to life, liberty 
and property without any role of 
Islam. Also Read - Manish Tewari 
| Is the Armenia-Azerbaijan con-
flict civilisational? Christians and 
Jews thus remained sworn foes till 
Islam arrived in 622 AD. The inher-
ent anti-Semitism never ceased and 
followers of Judaism seldom had 
little respite though both Jews and 
Christians shared the Old Testa-
ment (but only Jews were adept in 
reading original Hebrew text). This 
made non-Hebrew speaking Euro-
pean rulers wary, resulting in incon-
sistent protection of the minority 
Jews by Christian emperors. Also 
Read - Shobhaa De | Watch out for 
grasshoppers, in Bollywood and in 
politics The Jews were protected as 
long as they accepted second-class 
status. When the First Crusade was 
begun by Christians against Mus-
lims in November 1095, French 
preachers openly accused Jews as 
“usurers and Christ killers” and 
urged everyone to simultaneously 
“eradicate Jews as they marched to 
recover the Holy Land” from Mus-
lims. The crusading army “wreaked 
havoc” while marching to “Holy 
Land” of the Levant, joined by 
German Knights to plunder Jews 

in Germany, asking them to either 
convert or die. The Jews preferred 
the latter. In 13th century, Pope 
Innocent III imposed “permanent 
servitude” on Jews, arguing that the 
“Jews inherited the guilt of Christ’s 
death”. This continued through the 
Middle Ages and ultimately led to 
the gas chambers of Hitler’s Third 
Reich. So, it was not just “Islam 
versus Christianity” conflict; there 
is a gory history of hundreds of 
years of Christians, Jews and Mus-
lims all deeply embroiled in blood-
shed, from Jerusalem to Germany, 
Cartagena to Cairo, Paris to Pales-
tine. In this light, the war between 
Christian Moscow versus Christian 
Kyiv, instigated and abetted by the 
Christian EU and Christian US, 
takes on a new meaning. One also 
sees the lunatic criminality of the 
Sunni Muslim Hamas’ attacks of 
October 7, 2023 against the Jewish 
State of Israel, which triggered the 
escalating bloodshed going out of 
control, coming as a lifetime oppor-
tunity for the US “military indus-
trial complex” to make billions in 
profits from a war zone 10,000 km 
away. As Jews and Muslims are 
dying in the Levant, the Christians 
of Russia and their Ukrainian blood 
brothers are slaughtering each 
other in the Balkan-Black Sea axis. 
Amid this, distant China emerged 
as a hard-nosed mercantile impe-
rialist trumping over the West’s 
profiteering merchants, ministers, 
military and bankers. The Chinese 
are biding their time and hiding 
their intentions, but it can’t remain 
a secret. As the West openly plays 
a double game and instigates both 
Israel and Ukraine, the Chinese act 
clandestinely, helping distant bel-
ligerents, and creating rifts through 
diplomatic manoeuvring in combat 
zones. It lures the Italian PM and 
South Africa’s President to reverse 
policy decisions in tune with Chi-
na’s goals. Today, the West faces 
a conflict between the interests 

of its corporations and countries. 
Private companies want Chinese 
material, markets and money, but 
nation states want to retain their 
political sovereignty and economic 
independence. The EU and the US 
face the same issues. Europe’s impe-
rialism lies in the past as “super-
cop” America’s policing power 
declines, mainly owing to lack of 
resources; yet both want to cling 
to straws. Imperial Russia lost its 
way and broke into pieces in 1991, 
and today it fights with back to the 
wall to hold on to what was once 
its own soil. Neo-imperialist Israel, 
which was born with heavy bag-
gage of devastation and destitu-
tion inflicted by the Christian West, 
now inflicts the same destruction on 
Muslims without trying to find any 
solution. Where does all this lead? 
As the EU, US, Russia and Israel 
are at war, directly or indirectly, the 
Chinese are on the move, trying to 
take over ports across the world, 
seizing control of economy in sev-
eral land-locked nations in Asia and 
Africa, capturing island after island 
in the Pacific Ocean and other water 
bodies and using special strategy 
regarding India. New Delhi lost 
land, Indian traders are divided, 
its immediate neighbourhood is 
on fire, and its Army and Navy are 
under increasing pressure. Its citi-
zens (at least in Arunachal Pradesh) 
are sometimes subject to kidnap-
ping across the LAC, even as the 
Chinese PM sheds crocodile tears 
for victims of the Wayanad tragedy. 
Beijing uses all possible means to 
take investments and funds away 
from India and destroy whatever 
medium, small and micro enter-
prises are left. “Globalisation”, once 
envisioned as a twenty-first century 
panacea to avoid destructive war 
by businesses operating across 
continents, is now in shambles. It’s 
replaced by the proxy war of the 
West and China’s muscle-flexing 
cash-conquest drive.

By: Shreya Sen-Handley

The bus trip from Notting-
ham to London had taken 
many long hours more 

than I’d expected and I desper-
ately needed the bathroom as 
soon as we got to the British 
royal residence. Vaguely waved 
towards a corridor, I dived in 
through the first door I suspect-
ed led to a toilet, to find myself 
in a time warp. It was spare yet 
classically elegant, from the 
pristine black and white tiles 
on the floor to the twirly silver 
taps, chain flush, mahogany 
toilet seat and corner pedes-
tal. But it was what was on the 
corner pedestal that stopped me 
in my tracks! A man’s head, not 
a real one, luckily, or on a spike, 
beloved of kings of yore, but a 
stone bust of a bearded man 
gazing intently at me. I wasn’t 
sure I could ascend the ‘throne’ 
under such intense scrutiny so 
I draped my dupatta over his 
face before I got on with it, spar-
ing him his blushes as well. As 
I was washing my hands with 
nicely scented-soap, there was 
a sharp rap on the door and a 
British colleague breathed with 
some urgency, “You’re in The 
King’s loo!” Also Read - Abhijit 
Bhattacharyya | Some historical 
lessons on old & new imperi-
alist wars Advertisement You 
might be asking yourself why I 
was in King Charles’ residence 
in the first place? Last month, 
my schoolgirl daughter and I 
were invited by Queen Camilla 
to meet her, in recognition of 
our work in encouraging liter-
acy in Britain. My third book 
Handle With Care was also 

selected from Britain-wide 
nominations and presented to 
The Queen at the National Lit-
eracy Trust’s celebration. The 
next day, my name and that of 
my book was all over the Brit-
ish newspapers. All of which 
was very gratifying, but as a 
teller of quirky tales that reveal 
something about the human 
psyche, my stumbling into The 
King’s loo was the trip’s high-
light! Also Read - Anita Anand 
| Can a ‘bottom-up’ approach 
help in tackling crimes target-
ing women? Did the washroom 
reveal something unexpected 
about The King? Polished and 
elegant as I imagine he must be, 
it probably said more about his 
staff’s fastidiousness than the 
royals themselves. Could the 
bearded grandee’s bust have 
been a personal touch? Like the 
bust of Karl Marx displayed 
on the telephone table by my 
freedom-fighting granddad, 
his only contribution to their 
home’s décor? The beady-eyed 
royal bust I encountered wasn’t, 
of course, of Karl Marx (despite 
Charles’ liberal instincts, how 
funny would that be? And 
what fits of apoplexy would it 
cause the conservative chunks 
of the British public, out rioting 
against immigrants and their 
own police earlier this month?). 
Ultimately, the soul I glimpsed, 
in my surreal foray into the 
royal bathroom, was not The 
King’s, but stuck-in-the-past 
Britain’s! Also Read - Manish 
Tewari | Is the Armenia-Azer-
baijan conflict civilisational? To 
be fair to the loo, and even the 
royal residence in question, it 
was understated in compari-

son to the ostentatious man-
sions and over-the-top lifestyles 
of today’s super-rich. Think 
Donald Trump’s bling-bathed 
estates, and closer to home, the 
Ambani’s wildly outsized nup-
tials. The latter’s many excesses 
have been detailed by a gush-
ing press and censorious crit-
ics too, so, I won’t repeat them, 
but what does it say about the 
21st century Indian? Also Read 
- Shobhaa De | Watch out for 
grasshoppers, in Bollywood and 
in politics There was an innate 
sophistication about our thou-
sands-of-years-old culture that 
seems to have worn away in the 
pursuit of wealth. Who doesn’t 
want a good life, but there’s so 
much more to it than the accu-
mulation of money. Have we 
lost sight of this truth we once 
held close? Worse still is the cor-
rosive aggression we appear to 
have embraced, modelling our-
selves on the Ugly American. 
It’s wonderful that we’re more 
assertive in the new millenni-
um, because a little oomph is 
undoubtedly needed to over-
come the many challenges we 
face, but are we overdoing the 
decibels? Who are we deafen-
ing but ourselves? I can dismiss 
sniping from the western press 
for the sour grapes it is, but a 
great many dyed-in-the-cotton 
Indians themselves are critical 
of this emerging everyone-for-
themselves zeitgeist. Charac-
terised as a shucking off of the 
colonial yoke, it’s sometimes 
an excuse for a grasping inci-
vility. You could argue we’re 
mirroring our mistreatment by 
the world, giving as g…rude as 
we get, but when they ‘go low’, 

shouldn’t we ‘go high’? Or, 
indeed, this, from a homegrown 
hero (still a hero to many, for-
tunately) – be the change you 
want to see. We need only look 
back at our past to see that we 
don’t have to stoop to their level 
to succeed. But I digress – we 
were inspecting bathrooms and 
concomitant personalities! My 
gatecrashing of The King’s loo 
made me wonder how yours 
and mine would be perceived. 
What would guests at our dinner 
parties deduce about us from 
our washrooms? Remember 
that party game where you’re 
asked to pick dinner guests 
from anyone in the world, alive 
or dead? What would, I asked 
myself, Jane Austen, Frida 
Kahlo, Barack Obama and Saty-
ajit Ray make of my little down-
stairs loo? Would Ray approve 
of the large Art Deco Kolkata 
poster adorning its wall? Would 
Obama find the diminutive sink 
too small for his manly hands 
(Trump’s grubby paws would 
fit right in, but who’s inviting 
him)? Would my choice of a viv-
idly orange hand towel gladden 
Frida’s heart? And that giant vat 
of antiseptic handwash, would 
Austen recognise our kindred 
spirits through that? Perhaps. 
What I think it does say about 
me, is that I’m an arty, astrin-
gent, petite Indian, as so many 
of us are; passionate about my 
birth country no matter how far. 
Now please play along wher-
ever you are, scrutinizing your 
own homes, particularly bath-
rooms, that part of you you least 
like to expose, for clues to your 
innermost souls!

Moral education has long been a cor-
nerstone of educational philosophy, 
aiming to shape individuals into ethi-

cally aware and socially responsible members of 
society. In recent years, there has been a growing 
recognition of the importance of moral educa-
tion in fostering not only academic success but 
also the development of character and ethical 
decision-making skills. This overview explores 
various moral education initiatives that have 
been implemented globally, focusing on their 
objectives, methodologies, and impacts.

Equip students with the ability to recognize 
and evaluate ethical issues and dilemmas in vari-
ous contexts. Instill core values such as honesty, 
integrity, empathy, respect, and responsibility. 
Encourage students to engage in community ser-
vice and contribute positively to society. Develop 
students’ abilities to think critically about moral 
and ethical questions and make informed deci-
sions.

Many educational systems integrate moral edu-
cation into the regular curriculum, embedding 
moral discussions within subjects like literature, 
social studies, and history. This approach allows 
students to explore ethical issues in a context that 
is relevant to their academic learning.

Some schools offer specific programs or courses 
dedicated to moral education. These programs 
often include structured lessons on ethical theo-
ries, case studies, and moral reasoning exercises. 
They may also use role-playing and simulations 
to help students practice decision-making in vari-
ous scenarios.

Character education programs focus on teach-
ing core values and virtues through various activ-
ities and programs. These initiatives often involve 
character development workshops, mentoring, 
and service-learning projects that encourage 
students to apply moral principles in real-life 
situations.

Integrating community service with academic 
learning, service learning projects help students 
develop a sense of social responsibility and ethi-
cal commitment. By engaging in activities that 
benefit the community, students gain practical 
experience in applying moral values and under-
standing their impact.

This approach involves weaving ethical consid-
erations into all subjects, encouraging students 
to think about the moral implications of what 
they are learning. For example, discussions about 
ethical issues might be included in science, eco-
nomics, or art classes.

Effective moral education requires well-trained 
educators who can model ethical behavior and 
facilitate discussions about moral issues. Teacher 
training programs often include components on 
ethics, pedagogy, and strategies for addressing 
moral dilemmas in the classroom.

Many initiatives involve parents and community 
members in the moral education process. Work-
shops, seminars, and community service projects 
that involve families help reinforce the values 
being taught in schools and create a supportive 
environment for ethical development.

Research suggests that students who partici-
pate in moral education programs often exhibit 
improved behavior and academic performance. 
By understanding the consequences of their 
actions and developing a sense of responsibility, 
students are more likely to make positive choices 
both in and out of the classroom.

Moral education helps students develop better 
interpersonal skills, such as empathy, communi-
cation, and cooperation. These skills are crucial 
for building healthy relationships and function-
ing effectively in diverse social settings.

Students who receive moral education are often 
more engaged in their communities and partici-
pate in civic activities. They develop a stronger 
sense of social responsibility and are more likely 
to contribute positively to society.

Moral education initiatives help students devel-
op a clearer sense of their own values and ethical 
beliefs. This self-awareness supports personal 
growth and helps students navigate complex 
moral and ethical issues throughout their lives.

Schools that implement effective moral educa-
tion programs often experience a more positive 
and supportive school climate. By promoting 
values such as respect and kindness, these initia-
tives contribute to a healthier and more inclusive 
learning environment.

Moral education initiatives play a crucial role 
in shaping the ethical and social development 
of students. By integrating moral education into 
the curriculum, offering dedicated programs, and 
involving the broader community, educational 
institutions can foster a generation of individu-
als who are not only academically proficient but 
also ethically aware and socially responsible. The 
impact of these initiatives extends beyond the 
classroom, influencing students’ behavior, social 
skills, and civic engagement, ultimately contrib-
uting to a more just and compassionate society.

EDITORIAL

The King’s plumbing and other toilet tales

Some historical lessons on old & new imperialist wars

MORAL 
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: The 
Nations Development 
Assoc iat ion (NDA) 
announced a significant 
restructuring within its 
team, aimed at enhanc-
ing its mission and stra-
tegic objectives.

On July 15, 2024, the 
previous team of the 
NDA was officially dis-
solved. Following this 
transition, the NDA is 
excited to unveil its new 
structure, effective July 
23, 2024. Swarn Singh 
has been appointed as 
the new Chairman, bring-
ing a wealth of experi-
ence and a fresh vision 
to the organization.

Sushil Singh Charak, 
Founder of the Nations 
Development Associa-

tion (NDA) in 2013 and 
instrumental in its affili-
ation with Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangathan 
(NYKS) under the Min-

istry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Government of 
India, will now serve as 
the General Secretary. 
His continued involve-
ment is expected to 
provide valuable con-
tinuity and insight into 
the NDA’s ongoing ini-

tiatives.
Sushil Singh Charak 

stated, “Swarn Singh is 
my elder brother, and I 
am happy to see him 
as the new Chairman 
of NDA. He has been a 
significant social activ-
ist since 2002 and has 
made a remarkable 
impact, including help-
ing over 150 girls get 
married. I am inspired 
by his dedication and 
am pleased to offer him 
this new assignment. His 
efforts will greatly benefit 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.”

The new team is com-
mitted to advancing 
the NDA’s mission and 
ensuring effective gover-
nance as the organiza-
tion embarks on its next 
chapter.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit today 
released its second list 
for the declared assem-
bly elections of Jammu-
Kashmir and announced 
its candidates from 
Jammu North, Doda 
and Nowshera (Rajouri) 
assembly seats.

While announced the 
second list  by state 
chief Manish Sahni in 
the party's state cen-
tral office here today , 
Anchal Sharma has been 
declared the candidate 
from Nowshera (Rajouri) 
, Tilak Shaan , Doda and 
Rajesh Zandyal from 
Jammu North assembly 

constituency.
Sahni said that can-

didates are being 
announced only after 
getting the green signal 
from the high command.

He said that our reso-
lution is to make Jammu 
and Kashmir the crown 
of the country once 
again and to restore 
the rights of the local 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. Our every 
candidate will contest 
the elections with the 
oath of 25 promises 
including full statehood 
status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, special rights 
to Jammu and Kashmir 
under Article 371, free 
electricity and water, 
unemployment allow-

ance, official status to 
Punjabi language. On 
this occasion

Tilak Shan, candi-
date from Doda(West), 
Jammu, today left Shiv 
Sena (Shinde Group) and 
returned to Shiv Sena 
(UBT) along with dozens 
of his supporters.

On Women's Equal-
ity Day today, Sahni 
promised to implement 
women empowerment 
at the grassroots level in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He also wished the 
people on Shri Krishna 
Janmashtami. Gen Sec-
retary Vikas Bakshi, Vice 
President Sanjeev Kohli, 
Balwant Singh, President 
Kamghar wing Raj Singh 
were present.

Top News Report

KATRA, Aug 26: The 
School of Business at 
SMVD University held 
an induction program to 
welcome its new MBA 
students.

Prof. Jyoti Sharma, 
Head of the School of 
Business, greeted the stu-
dents and highlighted the 
importance of developing 
both managerial skills 
and being responsible 
citizens.

Prof. Ashutosh Vash-
isht, Dean of the Faculty 
of Management, encour-
aged the students to 

uphold traditional values 
and contribute to society.

Prof. Suparn Sharma 
commended the stu-
dents on embarking on 
their professional MBA 
journey, emphasizing the 
importance of managing 
themselves, and making 
a positive impact on the 
development of Indian 
business economy.

The program included 
a special session with 
Sanjesh Sharma, a corpo-
rate expert from IBM with 
over 10 years of experi-
ence.

He shared his knowl-
edge about the impor-

tance of competence, 
networking, and the need 
to improve both hard and 
soft skills to succeed 
in the corporate world. 
Afterward, the new stu-
dents had the chance to 
interact with faculty and 
senior students, learning 
about academics, extra-
curricular activities, and 
how to become successful 
managers. The day also 
featured games and ice-
breaking activities.

The event was organized 
by Dr. Shazia Bukhari and 
Dr. Divya Singh Jamwal, 
faculty members of the 
School of Business.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: in 
a significant develop-
ment the famous trade 
union leader Chairman 
JK Teachers Forum and 
National vice president 
All India Teachers Fed-
eration M Amin Khan 
was honoured and gar-
landed by the sitting MP 
Bhaskarrao Bhagare 
in the national execu-
tive meeting of All India 
teachers Federation held 
at Nasihk Maharashtra.

Khan has put his high-
est efforts for buniting 
the teachers of differ-
ent corders under the 
umbrella of JK Teach-
ers Forum in Jammu & 
kashmir and affiliated the 
Teachers Forum with the 
biggest trade union of 
the country AISTF which 
stands affiliated with 
international Education.

As per reports khan as 

national vice president 
of AISTF has given sig-
nificant and productive 
support to the federation 
and valuable inputs to 
make the AISTF country 
wide a unique voice. In 
the executive meeting at 
Nasihk so many issues 
were deliberated by the 
leaders who are repre-
senting different unions 
through out the country, 
Mr Khan  deliberated 
about the structure  of 
JK Teachers Forum, he 
expressed the role of 
leadership of Teachers 
Forum in J& K and about 
the issues faced by the 
community,he congratu-
lated the General Secre-
tary of AISTF Mr Sadan-
and who represented the 
country as trade union  
on behalf of AISTF leader 
in Argentina where the 
trade union leaders from 
different countries of the 
world participated.the 

Unified pension scheme 
was put in to discussion 
and it was unanimously 
decided that Govern-
ment should implement 
the old pension scheme 
in toto.the leadership of 
AISTF will meet to vari-
ous stakeholders on this 
behalf and will also pro-
vide feed back and sug-
gestions for the improve-
ment of education system 
in the country. 

The recently elected 
lok Sabha member shri 
Bhaskarro Bhagare 
attend the meeting as 
guest of honour. Being 
farmer teacher the 
Member par l iament 
assured the meeting that 
he will advocate for legiti-
mate issues of Teachers 
and for welfare of stu-
dents. the meeting was 
presided by Katti Nar-
simha Reddy (ex MLC) 
working president  of 
AISTF.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: 
Skyview by Empyrean, 
a 22-acre premium 
mountain harbour that 
seamless ly b lends 
premium hospitality, 
adventure, nature, and 
luxury in the Sanget-
Patnitop region, suc-
cessfully concluded the 
second edition of the 
Sama-Vaya art retreat 
that hosted eight artists 
and craftspeople from 
across India.

Prominent ar tlovers 
and collectors from 
around the country and 
abroad, as well as over 
80 art students fromIn-
stitute of Music and Fine 
Arts, JammuUniversity, 
also attended the exhi-
bition that displayed 
the individual and col-
laborative artworks of 
the eight par ticipat-
ing artists — Lado Bai 
(Bhil art), Kritika Joshi 
(Phad painting), Saroj 
Shyam (Gond painting), 
Rachita Dutta, Rachna 
Badrakia, Neha Lavin-
gia, Suman Gupta, and 
Sohan Singh Billawaria.

Ace and renowned 
movie and theatre per-
sonalities such as Rajit 
Kapur, Shernaz Patel, 
Anahita Uberoi and 
Sohrab Ardeshir graced 
the art event with their 
presence.

These ar tists spent 
four days in residence 
at Skyview by Empy-
rean to collaborate, 
exchange ideas, and 
produce masterpieces 
inspired by their sur-
roundings. The artists 
worked individually as 
well as in pairs to create 
their impressions of 
Jammu, the environ-
ment, and Skyview by 
Empyrean. All their art-
works were displayed 
at an exhibition held at 
Skyview by Empyrean 
on August 25, 2024.

 “We at Skyview 
by Empyrean are so 
proud to have hosted 
the second edit ion 
of Sama-Vaya that 
allowed us to see the 
dif ferent shades of 
Jammu through the 
eyes of this very tal-
ented and observant 
group of artists. They 
enriched the exhibi-
tion by bringing their 
diverse and interest-
ing perspectives from 
both urban as well 
as indigenous back-
grounds. Both Anupa 
and Anu have elevated 
the standard of the art 
retreat this year with 
their exper t ise and 
keen eye for detail. We 
look forward to continu-
ing our support for such 
enriching cultural initia-
tives going forward,” 

said Owais Altaf Syed, 
Director of Skyview by 
Empyrean.

 “As we wrap up the 
second edi t ion of 
Sama-Vaya, I’m left in 
awe at the beauty we’ve 
been surrounded by at 
Skyview by Empyrean 
and the stunning inspi-
rations that these eight 
artists have splashed 
across their canvas-
es! To see these tal-
ents from across India 
work so well individu-
ally with their unique 
interpretations of their 
env i ronment  wh i le 
also collaborating so 
beautifully with their 
partners, merging their 
two worlds, skills, and 
forms of expression, all 
for the love of art has 
been truly rewarding for 
me as a curator! Jammu 
and its cultural land-
scape, as seen through 
the eyes of these art-
ists, will remain forever 
etched in my memory,” 
said Anupa Mehta, Art 
Curator for Sama-Vaya.

The property is locat-
ed at one of the most 
scenic spots of the San-
get-Patnitop region that 
offers unfiltered views 
of the majestic Pir 
Panjal range and only 
is an hour’s drive from 
the famous Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Temple at 
Katra.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: The 
J&K Sports Speed Ball 
Association recently 
organized a See Off 
Function at Jammu San-
skriti School, Jammu, to 
honor the athletes repre-
senting the region in the 
upcoming 14th National 
Speedball Championship 
2024. This prestigious 
event is scheduled to 
take place at the Gov-
ernment Indoor Sports 
Stadium in New Delhi 
from August 28th to 30th, 
2024. The function was 
a grand affair, where the 
players were warmly sent 
off with best wishes and 
blessings from the asso-
ciation and the school 
community.

The event featured 
Rohini Aima, Principal 
cum Vice-chairperson of 
Jammu Sanskriti School, 
as the chief guest. She 
was joined by Mrs. Pooja 
Malhotra, the Founder 
Patron of the J&K Sports 
Speed Ball Association 
(JKSBA), who served as 
the guest of honor. Both 
dignitaries addressed the 
participants, expressing 
their pride in the team’s 
consistent performance 
in previous champion-
ships. Ms. Aima high-
lighted the players' dedi-

cation and hard work, 
noting their strong place-
ments in past competi-
tions. She conveyed her 
confidence that the team 
would continue to excel 
on the national stage 
and bring laurels to the 
region. In her speech, 
she also appreciated 
the tireless efforts of the 
coaches who have been 
instrumental in shaping 
the players' skills and 
preparing them for this 

important event.
The team selection for 

the championship was 
meticulously carried out 
under the guidance of 
Mr. Sunny Nanda, Gen-
eral Secretary of JKSSB 
and Chief Coordinator of 
SPAA India. He, along 
with HOD Sports Yogesh 
Singh and Aastha Nanda, 
was present at the func-
tion, providing further 
encouragement to the 
players. The coaching 

team, comprising Renu 
Devi (Jammu), Sahil 
Janua (Kathua), Anju 
Devi (Samba), Amir 
Koshal (Jammu), Sahil 
Kaith (Akhnoor), and Kai-
lash (RS Pura), received 
special recognition for 
their contributions to the 
team’s development.

The players selected for 
the championship come 
from various schools 
across Jammu and Kash-
mir, showcasing a diverse 

pool of talent. The team 
includes Akshobya (JSS), 
Samaksh (JSS), Goutam 
(MFS), Shravan (CPS), 
Nirvaan (AFS), Sayam 
(JSS), Arman (SIS), 
Toshan (SIS), Aryan 
(AFS), Tejveer (JSS), 
Ranveer (JSS), Kapsi 
(DHSS), Rehaan (JSS), 
Keshav (RMPS), Aryana 
Choudhary (DPS), Man-
vendra Sinh (JSSK), 
Lavya Mahajan (JSSK), 
Dhariti (DPS.K), Pra-
gati (DPS.K), Adityam 
(DPS.K), Aahil (DPS.K), 
Agrim (DPS.K), Hari Om 
(RHS), Shivam (RHS), 
Aryan (RHS), Somdev 
(Club), Anurag (Club), 
Bhivesh (JSS.K), Abhi-
manyu (JSS.K), Gaga-
ndeep (DAV.K), Akam 
(JSS.K), Tanshiq (APS 
Kathua), Maiyank (Club), 
and Divyansh (DPS.K).

This event not only 
highlighted the enthu-
siasm and support for 
the athletes but also 
underscored the strong 
community spirit and 
the importance of sports 
in fostering unity and 
pride among the youth. 
As the players head to 
New Delhi, they carry 
with them the hopes and 
well-wishes of their entire 
region, aiming to make 
their mark on the national 
stage.

Nations Development Association 
announces team, new structure

Shiv Sena (UBT) second list released, candidates 
announced from Doda, Nowshera, Jammu North

Induction Program held for new MBA 
students at SMVDU’s School of Business

Chairman JKTF Amin Khan honoured 
by MP Bhaskarro Bhagare

Jammu bids adieu to Sama-Vaya artists; 
art retreat concludes with exhibition

J&K Speedball team flagged off for 
National Championship

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: A 
Satsang was organised 
at Village Manyal here 
on Monday in memory 
of Ramesh Lakhotra.

A large number of dev-
otees hailing from differ-
ent corners participated 
therein actively.

Addressing the devo-
tees, the religious 
teacher said, A Satsang 
has the actual presence 
of God. If we partici-
pate sincerely and with 
yearning for God in a 
Satsang, we can defi-
nitely experience the 
presence of God ele-
ment. Even if one gets a 
Satsang, one's internal 
spiritual emotion is also 
important for getting the 
desired benefits from the 
Satsang.

Among those who lis-
tened satsang included 
Subedar Krishan Lal 
(Retd), Naib Subedar 
Subash Nandan (Retd), 
Havildar Madan Lal, 
R.L.Kaith, Ram Lal, 
Manohar Kashyap, Avi-
nash Lakhotra, Nihal 
Lakhotra, Rashpal 
Chand, Puran Chand, 
Jeet Lal and Vijay 
Kumar.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: Kul-
deep Kumar Rao, a 
member of the State 
Organization Build-
ing Committee and the 
Manifesto Drafting Com-
mittee for AAP J&K-UT, 
issued a press statement 
advocating for the "Delhi 
Model" of governance as 
the solution to the chal-
lenges faced by Jammu 
and Kashmir.

He urged voters to 
cast their votes based 
on the past performance 
records of candidates, 
regardless of their caste, 
creed, color, or political 
affiliation.

Rao emphasized that 
those leaders who pro-
mote pseudo-secularism 
and communalism pose 
a significant danger to 
society and should be 
held accountable in the 
upcoming 2024 Assem-
bly elections.

He called for an end 
to the 67 years of what 
he described as "uncon-
trolled corruption, price 
rise, unemployment, and 
mis-governance."

Rao argued that merely 
alternating between tra-
ditional parties like those 
in Himachal Pradesh and 
Maharashtra does not 
address the root prob-
lems. Instead, he sug-

gested that completely 
replacing corrupt par-
ties with a new, clean, 
honest, and sincere 
alternative is the need of 
the hour.

He positioned AAP as 
the only viable alterna-
tive to the existing politi-
cal parties, including the 
BJP, Congress, and NC, 
citing AAP's success in 
Delhi and Punjab, par-

ticularly in the education 
and health sectors.

He believed that AAP's 
policies can help heal 
the communal divide by 
focusing on inclusive 
development, particu-
larly through significant 
budget allocations for 
education and health, 
which account for 40% 
of Delhi's budget.

This approach, he 
asserted, could trans-
form the ground situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Satsang held at Manyal in 
memory of Ramesh Lakhotra

Delhi Model of governance is 
only alternative to all evils of 
J&K-UT: AAP



                  
                                                            6 ENTERTAINMENT Top News of J&K

Jammu, Monday, August 26, 2024

A state with an envi-
able presence in the 
Indian Army, a country 
which falls way short 
of recognising the ser-
vices of its defence per-
sonnel and a friend’s 
story of valour and 
sacrifice. Amid a sea of 
these mixed sentiments 
was born Haryanvi film 
‘Fouja’. As things stand 
today, the makers have 
every reason to feel 
proud of the film as not 
one, not two, but three 
National Film Awards 
have come its way. 
Pramod Kumar Punha-
na, the director who has 
won the Best Debut Film 
National Award, calls it 
a “validation of our hard 
work and persistence”.

Since the genesis of 
the film lay in a per-
sonal story — a dear 
friend’s martyrdom in 
the Kargil war — he 
agrees that close prox-
imity to the subject can 
often be overwhelm-
ing and can lead to an 
overtly emotional state-
ment. Thus, to gain an 
objective distance, he 
sought the help of writer 
Pravesh Rajput. Net 
result: ‘Fouja’ not only 
salutes Haryana’s long-
cherished martial tradi-
tion, but also motivates 
youth to join the armed 
forces. The obsession of 
Fouja, the protagonist, 
with joining the Army 
and his inability to do so 
due to a physical afflic-
tion has undertones of 
Pramod’s own life story.

For a debutant director, 
making a film can only 
come with its own set 

of challenges. Pramod 
recalls how during the 
writing stage itself, he 
had envisioned no one 
else but actor Pavan 
Malhotra in the titular 
role. However, cast-
ing him was a different 
ballgame. Though the 
veteran actor, who has 
won the National Award 
for Supporting Actor 
for the film, his second 
after ‘Fakir’ (1998), says 
“the film is close to my 
heart, for my respect for 
the Indian Army borders 
on reverence”, he did 
not sign on the dotted 
line instantly. Pramod’s 
emotional blackmail 
managed to prevail over 
Pavan’s initial reluc-
tance. “Either you are 
Fouja or no one else; 
otherwise, I am going 
to tear my script right-
away,” he had told the 
actor.

Today,  P ramod 
swears by not just the 
actor that Pavan is, but 
also the human being. 
“Despite his stature, he 
was eager for retakes, 
helped his co-actors will-
ingly and was forever 
ready to listen. It was 
a learning not just for 

fresh actors like Karthik 
Dammu, who plays his 
son in the film, but for 
me as well.” Pavan may 
not be as effusive, but 
lauds the sensibility of 
the director that comes 
from Pramod’s theatre 
background and work 
with noted theatre per-
sonality Barry John. 
“The film may not have 
been mounted on a 
lavish scale, but it cap-
tures the soul of its sub-
ject with heartfelt inten-
sity,” Pavan adds.

Apart from the emo-
tive connect, Pramod is 
only too aware of how 
attention to detail is par-
amount in a film like this. 
While shooting the Army 
portions, he had Brig AL 
Sandal (retd) on board 
to oversee that they 
don’t err on the count of 
authenticity. All praise 
for the defence forces, 
Pramod laments, “Those 
who spew venom in 
the name of freedom 
of speech don’t realise 
what could happen if our 
forces are not as disci-
plined and ready to die 
for our nation with all 
their might and zeal.”

He asserts that in 

Haryana, the land of 
‘Mahabharata’, “there 
is no dearth of stories”. 
Movies like ‘Dangal’, 
‘Sultan’ and ‘Tanu Weds 
Manu 2’ have shown 
how subjects rooted in 
this land can work magic 
at the box-office as well. 
Alas, a Haryanvi film 
goes begging for audi-
ences. Even after win-
ning National Awards, 
Pramod wonders aloud 
whether making ‘Fouja’ 
in Haryanvi was a saga-
cious decision. Interest-
ingly, among the three 
Awards, one is for deb-
utant lyricist Naushad 
Sadar Khan’s inspira-
tional song ‘Salaami’.

Though Pramod’s next 
is a crime thriller in Hindi, 
the idea of a Haryanvi 
film is brewing too. Both 
are message-driven and 
based on true stories. 
“Real incidents,” feels 
Pramod, “make the film 
relatable and when you 
watch ‘Fouja’, you will 
feel the characters truly 
come alive.” Pavan rues, 
“Martyrs often become 
just figures in news-
paper reports and we 
don’t realise the ultimate 
sacrifice they and their 

families make. That’s 
why the film is a must 
watch.” To ensure that it 
reaches audiences, the 
makers are eying OTT 
platforms, and a special 
show in Chandigarh is 
on the anvil.

Honours can certainly 
bring attention to cinema 
from the state, so far in 
the limelight only for its 
sporting feats, but real 
change can only be 
ushered in with tangible 
government support. 
Pramod observes, “As 
of now, Haryanvi cinema 
is a mere toddler and 
needs handholding and 
media patronage.” He 
was lucky enough to 
find a producer in friend 
Ajit Dalmia, but even 
for small-budget films, 
the going is never easy. 
Indeed, when the going 
gets tough, the tough 
get going. Who knows 
this better than hardy 
Haryanvis whose ‘do 
or die’ spirit has been 
captured by Pramod in 
‘Fouja’.

If purpose makes 
a martyr, meaningful 
cinema too can’t be rud-
derless. ‘Fauladi se lava 
se, teri har baat nirali se, 
chod ke duniyadaari, 
seene mein desh ki 
baati baali se…’ (We’re 
steely, we’re fiery, every-
thing about us is unique; 
leaving worldly affairs 
behind, our hearts burn 
with patriotism) — the 
award-winning lyrics of 
Naushad Sadar Khan 
sum up the sentiments 
of the entire team of 
‘Fouja’.

An award-winning paean to the Army, 
from Haryana

After expressing her 
desire to portray poet 
and novelist Amrita 
Pritam in a film, actress 
Rasika Dugal said she 
would also want to 
enact late star Meena 
Kumari on screen.

“I have always wanted 
to play Amrita Pritam. 
To be Amrita Pritam in 
a biopic about her. 

But if it was an actress, 
then I think it would be 
Meena Kumari,” said the 
actress, who was hon-
oured with the Diver-
sity Champion award at 
the 15th edition of the 
Indian Film Festival of 
Melbourne.

About getting feted 
with the award, she 
said, “As actors we 
make some very difficult 
choices in our careers, 
and one is always 
second-guessing one’s 
choices because of a 
lack of precedence or 
a standard because 
every actor’s journey 
is so unique that there 
are no set landmarks or 
benchmarks to hit, so 
you are always wonder-
ing if you have made the 
correct choice or not. 
And I guess an award 
like a Diversity Champi-
on suggests to me that 
they are honouring the 
choices I have made in 
my career so far. That 
kind of validation is very 
encouraging.”

So, what is more 
important for her — 
box-office numbers or 
winning awards? “Nei-
ther because these are 
things that are not in my 

control. 
I can only sort of worry 

about work, which I 
have some sort of con-
trol over,” she said. 
The actress said that 
she of course values 

something that is being 
viewed a lot because 
that gives her more 
‘choices, opens up more 
opportunities and helps 
me support a project I 
really want to do’.

Heart’s wish

In true festive spirits
Krishna Janmashtami is one 

of the most important festivals 
in the Hindu calendar. We find 
out how artistes from film and 
television industries would be 
celebrating the festival today. 
Some also share their childhood 
memories about the sacred day.

Big jhanki decorations
In my childhood, we used to 

enjoy jhankis (tableau). About 
10-15 of us would decorate 
jhankis by collecting money 
from the neighbourhood. I used 
to fast as well. I would be on 
fruits throughout the day, and 
at midnight we would open the 
fast. People would worship 
and offer money to God, which 
we, as kids, would then divide 
among ourselves. With time the 
tradition of making jhankis has 
diminished. This time, I have 
been invited to the ISKCON 
temple in Delhi as a chief guest 
as I am also a trustee there. I am 
so looking forward to it. Today, 
the significance of festivals is 
getting lost. — Rohit Choudhary.

Krishna stories
Bal Gopal... The beautiful face, 

the innocent eyes, and a mouth-
ful of stolen butter... The image 
is simply enchanting. It’s one of 
my most cherished memories. 
Growing up, we had neighbours 
from Uttar Pradesh, and the 
Panditji who visited their house 
would tell us childhood stories 
of Sri Krishna. I loved the fes-
tive atmosphere, the positivity, 
and the lights. I usually visit the 
ISKCON Temple and the Radha 
Krishna Temple on Veera Desai 
Road to revive the beautiful 
times. — Gulfam Khan Hussain.

Past & present
The day is considered spiritu-

ally significant as Lord Krishna’s 
birth is celebrated to honour his 
divine mission of eradicating 
evil and establishing dharma. 
As a child, and even today, we 
observe a fast until midnight, the 

time Krishna was born accord-
ing to Hindu scriptures. We used 
to make a palna (cradle) for 
Nandlal (a loving name for baby 
Krishna) and prepare sweets or 
kheer for him. The next day, we 
celebrate Dahi Handi, a joyous 
occasion marking Krishna’s 
birth, by forming human pyra-
mids or tall human towers to 
break the handi, symbolising 
the pot of butter. As a child, I 
remember that the day before 
Janmashtami, boys would dress 
up as Krishna, and girls would 
dress up as Radha and go to 
school. My 9-year-old niece 
does the same today. — Rinku 
Ghosh.

Prasad & pakka khana
The best celebration I have 

witnessed as a child remains so 
fresh in my mind, and I wish to 
recreate it all on Janmashtami. 
My family hails from Mathura, 
and it’s all about Krishna, our 
beloved Laddoo Gopal. We 
would stitch new clothes for 
him, decorate his jhoola (swing), 
and prepare all the delicacies 
with prasad of panjiri, as we 
say, pakka khana: poori, sabzi, 
raita, and kheer... sigh. At mid-
night, we would all sit together 

and perform pooja to celebrate 
the birth of our Laddoo Gopal, 
followed by a night filled with 
bhajans. This year, I will be 
with my family, so I will feel the 
same warmth and camarade-
rie, asking for his blessings as 
always. — Hansa Singh.

Dahi Handi’s huge fun
As a child, Janmashtami was 

a day of excitement and joy. I 
loved helping my family deco-
rate the puja room with flowers, 
rangolis, and little idols of Lord 
Krishna. Dressing up as Radha 
or Krishna, and participating in 
the Dahi Handi event, where 
we formed human pyramids to 
break a pot filled with curd, were 
highlights of the day. As I have 
grown older, Janmashtami has 
become more intimate, often 
celebrated with close family or 
on my own. — Sherleen Dutt.

Connect to cultural roots
As a child, Janmashtami was 

a day filled with joy and antici-
pation. I remember waking up 
early to help decorate the house 
with flowers, small idols of Lord 
Krishna, and tiny footprints sym-
bolising Krishna’s walk into our 
home. The highlight was partici-
pating in the midnight celebra-

tions, where we sang bhajans, 
performed aarti, and broke the 
Dahi Handi, which was always a 
fun and spirited event. Festivals 
today offer a chance to pause, 
reflect, and connect with our cul-
tural roots. — Aadesh Chaud-
hary.

Dressing up as Radha
One of my most cherished 

childhood memories is the 
Janmashtami celebration. My 
mother would dress me as 
Radha for my school’s celebra-
tion in Indore. My father would 
take me to the famous Birla 
Temple. We would stay awake 
until midnight for the aarti 
and enjoy special sweets like 
makhan mishri, lauki ki barfi and 
makhana kheer. — Shubhangi 
Atre.

Faith gets a tech makeover
I am from Rishikesh, where 

every festival is celebrated on 
a grand scale. I was born in a 
temple, and my grandfather was 
the head priest. Our temple had 
special displays, and during my 
childhood, I often played the 
role of Lord Krishna, while my 
siblings took on various other 
roles. We have very fond memo-
ries of those times. I believe that 
these days, many festivals are 
celebrated on Instagram, but I 
feel relieved that our devotion 
and faith haven’t diminished. — 
Manmohan Tiwari.

Sharing Krishna’s birthday
Being born on Janmashtami 

makes the day even more spe-
cial for me. My birthday and the 
celebration of Lord Krishna’s 
birth makes it a grand affair. 
Janmashtami was always a day 
filled with excitement and joy. 
We would set up a small cradle 
for baby Krishna . Even though 
our lives have become busier, I 
believe these festivals are still 
incredibly special. — Shivangi 
Verma.

Actor Kritika Kamra, 
who was recently seen 
in the web series Gyara-
ah Gyaraah, is making 
waves in the digital 
space with her lineup 
of projects including the 
upcoming show Matka 
King. However, since 
her debut in feature 
films with Mitron in 2018, 
Kamra has appeared 
in only one other film, 
Bheed (2023). When 

asked about her selec-
tive approach to film 
roles, she explains that 
she is particular about 
her choices and prefers 
theatrical releases that 
offer substantial and 
meaningful parts.

The actor goes on to 
share with us how she 
once rejected a film with 
a ‘big actor’, which later 
became a blockbuster.

Kamra reveals, “Yes, it 

has happened a couple 
of times and one time 
the film went on to 
become a big hit. I don’t 
know what it did for the 
actress who played the 
part I was in talks for.”

“I don’t regret it all,” 
she shares candidly.

She elaborates, “It was 
a few years back and it 
was something opposite 
a mainstream actor and 
I thought that the part 
didn’t have much to do 
in it. I could have been 
thought of it as a bad 
decision but I don’t look 
at it that way. I wouldn’t 
have been proud of it.”

Kamra’s career trajec-
tory highlights a strong 
preference for digital 
projects, evidenced 
by her roles in Tandav 
(2021), Hush Hush 
(2022), and Bambai 
Meri Jaan (2023). She 
feels that these plat-
forms have offered her 
significant opportunities. 
She notes, “It’s not like 
films are not a way for 
me or I have shut and 
skipped that. I have not 
skipped that at all but 
look around, the way 
it has been in the past 
couple of years, we don’t 
have those mid-budget 
films. We now only have 
big spectacle films that 
are doing well and those 
films never open up to 
casting. They are not 
stuff that I can audition 
for. So they have to 
either come directly to 
me or I have to sit and 
wait around, which is not 
very realistic.”

Kritika Kamra reveals she once 
rejected a film with a ‘big actor’: 
I don’t regret itFrom observing a fast to visiting temples to reliving the fun celebrations of 

childhood, artistes reminisce their Janmashtami stories

Debutant director Pramod Kumar Punhana’s film ‘Fouja’ has bagged three 
National Awards

Rasika Dugal wants to play Meena 
Kumari on screen
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AGRA, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath empha-
sised the importance 
of national unity while 
speaking a Janmashta-
mi event in Agra. Chief 
Minister Adityanath 
said that the strength of 
the nation lay in stay-
ing together. Making a 
reference to the Ban-
gladesh crisis, Aditya-
nath said, “batenge 

toh katenge (if we are 
divided, we will be cut).”

Aditayanath was 
unveiling a statue of 
Rashtraveer Durgadas 
Rathore in Agra on 
Monday on the occa-
sion of Janmashtami 
when he made these 
comments.

Calling for unity, Chief 
Minister said, “Broth-
ers and sisters, nothing 
can be done without 
unity; nothing can be 

achieved. The nation 
will be strong only if 
we stay united and vir-
tuous. If we divide, we 
will be cut off. You see 
what’s happening in 
Bangladesh, don’t you? 
Those mistakes should 
not be repeated here. 
If we divide, we will be 
cut off.”

On Yogi’s “Batega toh 
Katega” remark, Sama-
jwadi Party chief and 
Lok Sabha MP Akhilesh 
Yadav stated, “Yogi’s 
recent statement on 
Bangladesh indicates 
his aspirations for the 
Prime Minister’s posi-
tion. This isn’t the first 
time he’s hinted at it. I 
trust that the officials in 
Delhi will make it clear 
that he shouldn’t inter-
fere in their matters.”

BENGALURU, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): While the integration 
of AI into financial services 
brings significant opportuni-
ties for customers, banks and 
regulators, the cutting-edge 
technology also poses its own 
set of challenges such as data 
privacy concerns that arise 
from handling vast volumes of 
personal information and the 
potential of misuse to spread 
misinformation, RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das said here on 
Monday.

Speaking at the Global Con-
ference on ‘Digital Public Infra-
structure and Emerging Tech-
nologies’, Das said, “Today, 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is 
making forays in the financial 
sector in the form of services 
like chatbots, internal data pro-
cessing for intelligent alerts, 
fraud risk management, credit 
modelling and other process-
es. Integrating this cutting-
edge technology into a robust 
and responsible DPI (digital 
public infrastructure) presents 
an opportunity to amplify the 
capabilities and efficiency of 
DPI even further.”

He pointed out that the 
Report of India’s G20 Task 
Force on DPI states that the 
seamless fusion of DPI with 
AI would propel us into a new 
world of ‘Digital Public Intel-
ligence’. Integration of AI into 
financial services brings sig-
nificant opportunities for all 
stakeholders. For customers, 
AI enables hyper-personalised 
products and faster, more rel-
evant services. Financial insti-

tutions like lenders benefit from 
advanced tools for risk and 
fraud management, stream-
lined operations, and reduced 
compliance costs. Regulators 
gain enhanced oversight and 
real-time monitoring capa-
bilities, which would improve 
regulatory enforcement and 
market stability, the RBI Gov-
ernor said.

However, such advancements 
come with serious challenges, 
he said, adding that data privacy 
concerns arise from handling 
vast volumes of personal infor-
mation. Ethical AI governance 
is essential to ensure fairness 
and prevention of bias. Finan-
cial institutions must ensure that 
AI models are explainable, i.e., 
the ability to explain why certain 
results are produced. AI tech-
nology can also be misused to 
spread misinformation, poten-
tially causing severe damage 
and disruption to DPIs as well 
as other digital systems. They 

can also damage the reputation 
and operations of financial insti-
tutions, Das said.

He observed that international 
bodies such as the Organisa-
tion for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) have 
recognised this problem and 
outlined core principles govern-
ing AI, which include inclusive 
growth, respect for the rule of 
law and human rights, transpar-
ency and explainability, robust-
ness and safety, and account-
ability. In December 2023, the 
Hiroshima AI Process Compre-
hensive Policy Framework was 
established which includes a set 
of guiding principles and a code 
of conduct, marking a significant 
step towards a coordinated 
global approach for responsible 
development of AI, he added.

Das also highlighted that India 
is the lead chair of the Global 
Partnership on AI (GPAI) for 
2024. This multi-stakeholder 
initiative, with 29 countries, 

aims to bridge the gap between 
AI theory and practice by sup-
porting cutting-edge research 
and advancing applied activi-
ties. India’s Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) has been taking 
important initiatives in this area, 
such as setting up AI Research 
Analytics and Knowledge Dis-
semination Platform, which will 
focus on developing indigenous 
AI-enabled products and solu-
tions to tackle India-specific 
challenges and complex real-
life problems. These initiatives 
underscore India’s commitment 
to not only capitalise on the 
potentialities of AI technology 
but also ensure robust gover-
nance, Das added.

“It is important to be proactive 
to leverage the capabilities of 
new technologies, but at the 
same time it is essential to be 
abundantly mindful of the asso-
ciated risks and challenges,” 
The RBI Governor said.

He emphasised that the 
authenticity of data being used 
in the AI models, the possibility 
of biases and concerns about 
data privacy need to be carefully 
examined.

Going beyond understanding 
the risks posed by AI, financial 
institutions should clearly out-
line the liabilities and ensure 
a calibrated and responsible 
adoption. The Central banks 
and governments, on their part, 
should foster the development 
of trustworthy AI, keeping data 
privacy, explainability, account-
ability and transparency at its 
core, the RBI Governor added.

Batenge toh katenge: Yogi Adityanath 
calls for unity, cites Bangladesh chaos

Ai can boost digital public infra but poses 
Challenges: RBI Chief

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das also highlighted that India is the lead chair of the 
Global Partnership on AI (GPAI) for 2024.

NANDED, Aug 26 (Agencies): Congress 
MP from Maharashtra’s Nanded constituen-
cy, Vasant Chavan, passed away on Monday 
at a private hospital in Hyderabad after a 
prolonged illness, party sources said.

Chavan (69) breathed his last at the hos-
pital around 4 am, the sources said. He had 
been undergoing treatment for renal issues 
since the last week.

Notably, Chavan became a member of Lok 
Sabha for the first time in his political career 
in 2024 by defeating BJP strongman and 
MP Pratap Patil Chikhlikar from the Nanded 
constituency in Marathwada region.

The Congress veteran won the electoral 
contest despite his ill health and big deser-
tions, including that of former CM Ashok 
Chavan, who joined BJP ahead of the polls.

Vasant Chavan’s victory stood out as he 
overcame personal health issues and organ-
isational challenges following Ashok Cha-
van’s defection, which was believed to have 
weakened Congress in Nanded.

Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi, Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and AICC general secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi-Vadra expressed condolences.

“The news of the demise of senior Con-

gress leader, Nanded Lok Sabha MP Shri 
Vasantrao Chavan ji is extremely sad. While 
paying my heartfelt tribute to him, I express 
my deep condolences to the bereaved family. 
A popular grassroots leader, Shri Chavan 
supported and expanded the ideology of 
Congress throughout his life. His demise is 
an irreparable loss for the Congress family,” 
Rahul Gandhi tweeted.

“My heartfelt condolences on the passing 
away of Shri Vasantrao Chavan, Member 
of Parliament from Nanded, Maharashtra. 
A senior leader, who started his politics 
from the grassroots as a Gram Panchayat 
member and served the people in various 
elected positions, he protected the Congress 
ideology in his region till his last breath. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family, 
friends and followers,” Kharge tweeted on X.

Gandhi-Vadra also expressed profound 

grief.
“The news of the demise of Shri Vasant 

Chavan ji, MP from Nanded, Maharashtra 
and senior Congress leader is extremely sad. 
May God grant peace to the departed soul. 
My deepest condolences,” the Congress 
leader stated.

The grand old party termed Chavan’s death 
an irreparable loss for the Congress family.

“The news of the demise of senior Con-
gress leader and Nanded Lok Sabha MP Shri 
Vasantrao Chavan ji is extremely painful. Shri 
Chavan dedicated his entire life to supporting 
and propagating the ideology of Congress,” 
the Congress@INCIndia posted on X.

Born in Naigaon in Nanded district, Vasant 
Chavan started his political journey as a 
gram panchayat member before becoming 
a zilla parishad member in 1990 and 2002.

He was elected to the Maharashtra Legis-
lative Council in 2002 and later to the state 
legislative assembly from Naigaon assembly 
seat. He was an MLA from 2009 to 2014.

Chavan also served as the chairman of 
Nanded District Central Cooperative Bank 
from 2021 to 2023.

His last rites will be performed in Naigaon at 
11 am on Tuesday, the sources said.

AGARTALA, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): At least 12 houses and 
a few vehicles were set on fire 
by unidentified persons after 
an idol was found defaced at 
a temple in Ranirbazar area 
in West Tripura, police said on 
Monday.

Prohibitory orders under Sec-
tion 163 of BNSS were imposed 
in Jirania subdivision under 
which Ranirbazar falls.

Heavy security deployment 
has also been made in the area 
to defuse tension.

“Around 12 dwelling houses 
were set on fire at Ranirbazar 
by miscreants late on Sunday 
after an idol of Goddess Kali 
was found disfigured in Kai-
turbari. A few motorcycles and 
pick-up vans were also gutted 
in the blaze,” Assistant Inspec-
tor General (Law and Order) 
Ananta Das told agency.

No human casualties were 
reported in the incident. Eyewit-
nesses said that the residents 
fled their dwellings upon seeing 

the raging mob.
Das said heavy deployment of 

security forces have been made 
to defuse tension and Director 
General of Police, Intelligence, 
Anurag Dhankar and West Tri-
pura Superintendent of Police 
Kiran Kumar have visited the 
area.

“Police will register a suo moto 
case once the assessment of 
loss of properties is completed. 
The situation is under control,” 
he said.

Following apprehension of 
breach of peace, prohibitory 
orders under Section 163 of 
BNSS have been imposed in 
Jirania subdivision of West Tri-
pura district from August 26 to 
28, District Magistrate Vishal 
Kumar said in an order.

Under the prohibitory orders, 
assembly of five or more people 
will be prohibited due to violent 
activities in the subdivision, it 
added.

Tipra Motha supremo Pradyot 

Kishore Manikya Debbarma on 
Monday expressed concern 
over the incident and appealed 
to everyone to maintain law and 
order.

“Last night incident in Ranirba-
zar Kaiturbari area is a worrying 
sign with reports of communal 
clashes. I appeal to those who 
are responsible for maintaining 
law and order to follow the rule 
of law,” he wrote on Facebook.

“When our state is reeling 
under a natural disaster and 
so much of stress is there, 
some elements are only play-
ing religious politics. Miscreants 
regardless of their faith must be 
dealt with firmly -- law has to be 
neutral to all. I ask for Tripura 
to unite in these tough times 
and not fight with each other,” 
he added.

At least 26 persons have died 
and 1.17 lakh people have been 
rendered homeless in Tripura 
due to devastating floods since 
August 19.

Congress MP Vasant Chavan passes away; irreparable 
loss, says party

12 houses set on fire in Tripura after idol 
defaced at temple

KOLKATA, Aug 26 (Agencies): The 
CBI on Monday started a second 
round of polygraph tests on former 
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital 
(RGKMCH) principal Sandip Ghosh 
and five others as part of their investi-
gation into the rape-murder of a woman 
doctor at the institution.

According to an officer, over the last 
10 days, Ghosh provided inconsistent 
answers during questioning, prompt-
ing officers to conduct another round 
of polygraph tests. The CBI initially 
conducted the lie-detection tests on 
Ghosh and five others on Saturday, fol-
lowed by a test on the arrested accused 
Sanjay Roy at the Presidency Correc-
tional Home on Sunday.

Additionally, Ghosh and former medi-
cal superintendent and vice-principal 
Sanjay Vashisth are also being investi-
gated for alleged financial irregularities 
within the institute. The case centres 
on the rape-murder of a postgraduate 
trainee woman doctor in the seminar 
hall of the hospital on August 9. A civic 
volunteer was arrested in connection 
with the crime the next day. The grue-
some crime resulted in nationwide pro-
tests by doctors and citizens.

On Sunday, the CBI searched Ghosh’s 
and Vashisth’s homes, with Ghosh 
presenting files and documents at the 
central agency’s office in Salt Lake on 
Monday morning.

Vashisth appeared at Nizam Palace, 
where a forensic medicine department 
professor was also questioned.

The agency also searched 13 other 
locations in Kolkata, including resi-
dences and offices of people involved 
in patient care and management sup-
plies connected to the hospital.

“After yesterday’s search operations, 
we have several questions for them,” 
the officer told agency.

This action follows a complaint by 
Akhtar Ali, former deputy superinten-
dent of RGKMCH, alleging that Ghosh 
and his associates issued issued ten-
ders for the construction of food stalls, 
cafes, canteens, and urinals without the 
permission of the health department 
and the college council. Initial probe 
revealed that three traders got these 
“illegal” tenders, the officer said.

The CBI started the investigations into 
both the murder and the alleged finan-
cial irregularities on the direction of the 
Calcutta High Court.

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The BJP 
on Monday expressed 
disagreement with its 
MP Kangana Ranaut’s 
controversial remarks 
on the farmers’ protest 
and said she has been 
directed not to make 
such remarks.

This came af ter 
Ranaut stoked a con-
troversy by suggesting 
that the farmers’ pro-
tests could have led to 
a Bangladesh-like situa-
tion in the country if the 
top leadership was not 
strong enough.

In a video shared 
by the Mandi MP on 
X, she alleged that 
“bodies were hanging 
and rapes were taking 
place” during the farm-
ers’ protest against the 
now-repealed three 
farm laws.

“The statement made 
by BJP MP Kangana 
Ranaut in the context of 
the farmers’ movement 
is not the opinion of the 
party. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party expresses 
its disagreement with 
the statement made by 
Kangana Ranaut,” the 
BJP said in a statement.

On behalf of the BJP, 
Ranaut is neither per-
mitted nor authorised to 
make statements on the 
party’s policy issues, it 

said.
“On behalf of the 

Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Kangana Ranaut has 
been directed not to 
make any such state-
ments in future,” the 
statement said.

“The Bharatiya Janata 
Party is committed to 
following the principles 
of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas 
and Sabka Prayas’ 
and social harmony,” it 
added.

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 (Agencies): 
Five people sleeping on the footpath 
in the national capital were run over 
by a canter truck in the early hours of 
Monday, August 26, resulting in the 
death of three of them.

The accident occurred in Delhi’s 
Shastri Park area at around 4:30 am 
when a canter truck coming from 
Seelampur and heading towards Iron 
Bridge, climbed onto the central verge 
and ran over five people sleeping on 
a footpath. Three of the five people 
involved in the incident died while two 
were seriously injured. The driver of 
the canter truck immediately fled the 
scene, leaving the vehicle behind.

A PCR call was made around 4:56 

am to inform the authorities about the 
accident.

The three men who died are yet to be 
identified while the injured -- Mustaq, 
35, and Kamlesh, 36, -- were moved to 
the JPC Hospital to receive treatment. 
Authorities are working to track down 
the driver of the truck and identify the 
deceased.

CBI conducts second round of polygraph 
tests on former RG Kar principal, others

Kangana Ranaut not authorised 
to make statements on party’s 
policy, says BJP

3 killed as truck rams people sleeping 
on footpath in Delhi
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KYIV, Aug 26 (Agen-
c ies): Russia on 
Monday launched a 
deadly large-scale 
attack across Ukraine, 
sending drones and 
cruise and ballistic mis-
siles toward at least 15 
regions, Ukrainian offi-
cials said.

“What is happening 
now in Kyiv is unbe-
lievable horror. Pray 
for us,” Kira Rudick, a 
member of Ukrainian 
Parliament, said on 
social media. She later 
added, “What hap-
pened today? Night-
mare.”

Some residents in 
Kyiv, the capital, took 
shelter in the city’s 
subways as Russia 
launched its “massive” 
attack across the coun-
try, Olga Stefanishyna, 
deputy prime minister, 
said on social media. 
She included local news 
video that appeared to 
show throngs of people 
standing along a train 
platform.

Kyiv was among the 
15 areas throughout 
Ukraine that had been 
struck in the attack, 
which began early and 
continued for at least 
five hours, officials said.

“Attack UAVs are 
attacking Kyiv from 
various directions right 
now,” the Kyiv City Mili-
tary Administration said, 
referring to uncrewed 
aerial vehicles, or 
drones.

The administration 
added, “Air defense 
soldiers have already 

destroyed a total of 
about one-and-a-half 
dozen enemy drones 
that were headed for the 
capital. The air alert in 
Kyiv has been going on 
for more than 6 hours.”

The strikes followed 
Ukraine’s Indepen-
dence Day celebrations 
on Saturday. Russia had 
on Saturday struck sev-
eral pieces of Ukrainian 
infrastructure, knocking 
out power for many. The 
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv 
was helping restore 
power on Sunday after 
Russia’s “barbaric 
attacks,” according to 
the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s official Russian 
social media accounts.

Russia in its Monday 
attack also targeted 
energy infrastructure in 
an attempt to “terrorize 
all of Ukraine” and to 
“deprive Ukrainians of 
electricity,” the Verkhov-
na Rada of Ukraine, the 
country’s parliament, 
said. Engineers were 
working midmorning to 
restore power to many, 
the parliament said.

“The desire to destroy 
our energy will cost the 
Russians dearly -- their 
infrastructure,” Andrii 
Yermak, an adviser to 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, said in Ukrai-
nian on messaging app 
Telegram on Monday.

The Russian Defense 
Ministry said on Monday 
it had carried out a “mas-
sive strike with long-
range precision weap-
ons,” including some 
that were launched from 

the sea. Russian drones 
were sent to strike “criti-
cal energy infrastructure 
facilities that supported 
the operation of the mil-
itary-industrial complex 
of Ukraine,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

“All designated targets 
were hit,” the ministry 
said.

At least one person 
was killed Monday in the 
Dnipropetrovsk region, 
the Ukrainian Emer-
gency Service said in a 
statement.

A strike there destroyed 
two houses and dam-
aged four others, the 
service said. A fire was 
burning as emergency 
officials arrived, the ser-
vice said.

“A man born in 1955 
died as a result of the 
attack,” the service said. 
“Another man who was 
under the rubble was 
also rescued. He was 
found by rescuers and 
handed over to medics.”

Dozens of others were 
wounded in the strikes, 
which were among 
the largest such aerial 
attacks since war began 
in 2022, Zelenskyy said.

“And like most previ-
ous Russia strikes, this 
one is just as dastardly, 
targeting critical civilian 
infrastructure,” he said 
in Ukrainian, adding 
later that Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin “can 
only do what the world 
allows him to do.”

A residential apart-
ment building was also 
struck in Lutsk at about 
8:30 a.m., the service 
said.

At least three people 
were injured in the 
Mykolaiv region, Vitaly 
Kim, head of the region-
al military administra-
tion, said on the mes-
saging app Telegram.

“Everything is under 
control,” Kim said. 
“Charge your devices 
just in case.”

Russia launches ‘nightmare’ 
deadly drone and missile strikes 
across Ukraine, Kyiv says

TAIPEI, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): Taiwan has cancelled 
a planned Taipei concert 
by a Chinese rapper after 
he used the insulting term 
“Taipei, China” in promo-
tional materials.

Wang Yitai’s scheduled 
Sept. 14 concert has been 
scrapped and the performer 
from the southwestern city 

of Chengdu banned from the 
island, the Taiwanese gov-
ernment’s Mainland Affairs 
Council announced late 
Sunday.

The term is insulting 
because it describes Taipei, 
the island’s capital, as a 
Chinese city under Beijing’s 
rule, echoing the govern-
ment’s position on eventually 

annexing Taiwan by force if 
necessary and denigrating 
the island’s lively democ-
racy.

Not widely known outside 
China, Wang is signed to 
a rap label in Chengdu, a 
city with a lively arts scene 
that has become famous 
for eclectic performers and 
venues. 

Its also home to the rap 
group CD Rev, which won 
international notoriety for 
hard-line nationalist tracks 
including ones that compare 
Taiwan to the semi-autono-
mous Chinese city Hong 
Kong and made obscene 
and misogynist references 
to former President Tsai Ing-
wen.

China regularly bans Tai-
wanese artists, many of 
whom are popular in the 
mainland, for any sign of 
support for the ruling Demo-
cratic Progressive Party that 
favors the island’s de-facto 
independence from China.

While Taiwan regularly 
welcomes Chinese artists 
and its government consid-

ers musical interactions in 
a positive light, the Main-
land Affairs Council said 
that “cross-strait exchanges 
should be conducted based 
on the principles of reciproc-
ity and mutual respect, and 
any publications or promo-
tions that belittle Taiwan’s 
status will not be tolerated.”

While Taiwan’s official 

name is the Republic of 
China, after the government 
that fled to the island in 1950 
amid civil war, it is widely 
known simply as Taiwan, 
and competes at the Olym-
pics as “Chinese Taipei” in 
deference to Beijing, whose 
pressure has reduced the 
island’s number of formal 
diplomatic allies to just 12.

DUBAI, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): A Greek-flagged 
tanker repeatedly 
attacked by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels in the Red 
Sea remains ablaze but 
hasn’t sprung a major oil 
leak in the waterway, a 
European Union naval 
command said Monday.

The attack on the 
Sounion marks the most 
serious assault in weeks 
by the rebels, who con-
tinue to target shipping 
through the Red Sea 
corridor over the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza 
Strip. The attacks have 
disrupted the $1 trillion 
in trade that typically 
passes through the 
region, as well as halting 
some aid shipments to 
conflict-ravaged Sudan 
and Yemen.

Images published 
by the EU’s Operation 
Aspides, whose mis-
sion is to protect ship-
ping in the area, showed 
smoke rising from mul-
tiple points along the 
Sounion’s deck and its 
bridge Sunday.

Fires could be seen 
burning in at least nine 
different locations on 
the deck of the vessel, 
which had been loaded 
with 150,000 tons of 
Iraqi crude oil — roughly 
1 million barrels. Some 
flames appeared near 
hatches of the tanker’s 
oil tanks.

“So far there are no 
obvious signs of an oil 
spill,” the EU mission 
said.

The Sounion “is both 
a navigational and an 
imminent environmen-
tal hazard. This situation 
underlines that these 
kinds of attacks pose not 
only a threat against the 
freedom of navigation 
but also to the lives of 
seafarers, the environ-
ment, and subsequently 
the life of all citizens 
living in that region.”

The U.S. State Depart-
ment similarly warned 
about the ecological 
danger to the Red Sea, 
home to coral reefs and 
other natural habitats 
and wildlife.

Footage showing 
explosions on board the 
Sounion released earlier 
by the Houthis and later 
analyzed by agency 
suggested that the 
rebels again boarded an 
abandoned vessel and 
rigged it with explosives 
in an attempt to sink it.

“While the crew has 
been evacuated, the 
Houthis appear deter-
mined to sink the ship 
and its cargo into the 
sea,” State Department 
spokesperson Matthew 
Miller said in a state-
ment Saturday.

“Through these 
attacks, the Houthis 
have made clear they 
are willing to destroy 
the fishing industry and 
regional ecosystems 

that Yemenis and other 
communities in the 
region rely on for their 
livelihoods, just as they 
have undermined the 
delivery of vital humani-
tarian aid to the region 
through their reckless 
attacks.”

For their part, the 
Houthis’ al-Masirah sat-
ellite news channel high-
lighted the EU’s photo-
graphs and described 
the Sounion as being 
targeted for “punish-
ment to the company 
that owns the ship for 
violating the decision to 
ban access to the ports” 
of Israel.

The Sounion came 
under repeated attack 
last week by the Houthis. 
A French destroyer 

operating as part of 
Operation Aspides later 
rescued the Sounion’s 
crew of 25 Filipinos and 
Russians, as well as 
four private security per-
sonnel, and took them to 
nearby Djibouti.

The Houthis have tar-
geted more than 80 ves-
sels with missiles and 
drones since the war in 
Gaza started in Octo-
ber. They seized one 
vessel and sank two in 
the campaign that also 
killed four sailors. 

Other missiles and 
drones have either been 
intercepted by a U.S.-
led coalition in the Red 
Sea or failed to reach 
their targets.

The rebels maintain 
that they target ships 
linked to Israel, the U.S. 
or the U.K. to force an 
end to Israel’s campaign 
against Hamas in Gaza. 
However, many of the 
ships attacked have little 
or no connection to the 
conflict, including some 
bound for Iran.

PINGTING, Aug 26 
(Agencies): Taiwan 
drilled Monday with 
anti-amphibious land-
ing missiles as part 
of strategy to remain 
mobile and deadly in 
an attempt to deter 
an attack from China, 
which claims the dem-
ocratically ruled island 
as its own territory to 
be brought under its 
control by force if nec-
essary.

Troops fired tube-
launched, optically 
tracked, wire-guided 
missiles known as TOW 
2A missiles mounted 
on M1167 Humvees 
at floating targets off 
a beach in Pingtung 
County during the two 
days of exercises. 

The area on Taiwan’s 
southern tip faces both 
toward the Taiwan Strait 
and China, and toward 
the Pacific Ocean.

The missiles are 
among the most effec-
tive and popular anti-
tank weapons in the 
world and a key com-
ponent in what some 
experts say is Taiwan’s 
best strategy to resist a 
potential Chinese inva-
sion. China has ramped 
up its military threat in 
recent years based on 
its vast edge in num-
bers of warplanes, 
ships and missiles.

Taiwan bought 1,700 
units of the newer TOW 
2B system from the 
U.S., the last of which 
are due to be deliv-

ered by the end of the 
year. The two days of 
testing will also gauge 
the more sophisticated 
TOW 2B’s interopera-
bility with the TOW 2A 
and its ability to acquire 
targets at night, the 
Defense Ministry said.

Advocates of such 
weaponry argue that 
these more mobile sys-
tems stand the best 
chance in an asym-
metric battle against a 
much larger Chinese 
force. China has the 
world’s largest stand-
ing military, but most of 
Taiwan is composed of 
steep mountains, mud 
flats and heavily built-
up urban areas poorly 
suited to such a con-
ventional force. Others 

have argued Taiwan 
needs more warplanes 
and surface ships.

China sends war-
planes and warships 
near Taiwan on a near-
daily basis in an attempt 
to intimidate its citi-
zens and degrade the 
island’s defenses. In 
response, Taiwan has 
extended the period of 
national military service 

to one year, building its 
own submarines and 
importing sophisticated 
new equipment from 
the U.S.

The vast majority of 
Taiwanese favor the 
current status of de-
facto independence for 
their island, which sep-
arated from mainland 
China amid civil war in 
1949.

Taiwan bans concert by Chinese rapper over insulting ‘Taipei, 
China’ materials

Greek-flagged tanker on fire after Houthi attack in Red 
Sea; no signs of oil spill

Taiwan drills with anti-amphibious landing missiles to 
deter China

REYKJAVIK, Aug 26 
(Agencies): One person 
has died and two others 
were still missing a day 
after an ice cave col-
lapsed in southeast Ice-
land while a tour group 
was visiting the area, 
police said Monday.

A group of 25 people 
of “several nationalities” 
were on an organised 
tour of the glacier Bre-
idamerkurjokull together 
with a guide, when the 
cave collapsed, police 
said in a statement.

Police said that four 
people got stuck under 
the ice and two of them 
had been found.

On Sunday, Sudur-
land police said the two 
people recovered were 
seriously injured, but 
added in a later state-
ment early Monday that 
one of them had been 

“pronounced dead at the 
scene.”

The other person was 
transported to a hospital 
by helicopter and was in 
a “stable” condition.

Rescue services 
began a search opera-
tion for the two missing 
Sunday and were con-
tinuing the search on 
Monday.

“A large number of res-
cuers and responders 
have taken part in the 

operation,” police said, 
adding that the condi-
tions were “difficult.”

Authorities decided 
to temporarily suspend 
the search on Sunday 
evening once it became 
too dark and it was no 
longer considered safe.

The glacier where the 
accident happened is 
near the glacial lagoon 
Jokulsarlon, one of 
Iceland’s more popular 
tourist destinations.

1 Dead, 2 Missing After Ice 
Cave Collapses In Iceland

KARACHI, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): Unidentified gunmen 
in a targeted attack shot and 
killed at least 23 people from 
Pakistan’s Punjab province on 
Monday in the restive Balo-
chistan province after offload-
ing them from buses and 
checking their identities.

The incident happened in 
Balochistan’s Musakhel dis-
trict.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police Ayub Khoso said that 
militants of an outlawed group 
put up blocks on the highway 
in the Rarashim area of the 
Musakhel district and offloaded 
23 passengers. He, however, 
did not identify the outfit.

“The passengers were told to 
get down from buses and shot 
dead after being identified from 
their national ID cards,” Khoso 
said.

“Most of those killed belonged 
to southern Punjab and some 
are from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
suggesting they were killed 
because of their ethnic back-
ground,” he added.

Khoso said the armed men 
had also set some 12 vehicles 
on fire on the highway before 
fleeing into the nearby moun-
tainous terrain.

Police reached the spot and 
shifted the bodies to the hos-

pital.
Balochistan Chief Minister Sar-

faraz Bugti strongly condemned 
the incident of terrorism.

He expressed heartfelt sym-
pathy and condolences to the 
families of those who died in the 
cowardly act of terrorists.

The terrorists and their facilita-
tors will not be able to escape an 
exemplary end, he said, adding 
that the Balochistan government 
will pursue the terrorists.

The Musakhel attack comes 
months nearly four months after 
a similar attack targeting people 
from Punjab. In April, nine pas-
sengers were offloaded from a 
bus near Noshki and shot dead 
after gunmen checked their ID 
cards.

In October last year, uniden-
tified gunmen fatally shot six 
labourers hailing from Punjab 
in Turbat in Balochistan’s Kech 
district. According to the police, 
the killings were targeted. All 
victims belonged to different 
areas of southern Punjab, sug-
gesting they had been chosen 
for their ethnic background.

A similar incident occurred 
in 2015 when gunmen killed 
20 construction workers and 
injured three others in a pre-
dawn attack on a labourers’ 
camp near Turbat.

Gunmen kill 23 bus passengers in Pakistan’s 
restive Balochistan

Incident happened in Balochistan’s Musakhel district 
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Non-Compliance with SNJPC 
proposals: Chief Secretaries of 
18 States, UTs to appear in SC

for non-compliance with the SNJPC rec-
ommendations on August 23.

The amicus later informed the court that 
five more states have complied with the 
directions in the meantime.

As the three-judge bench headed by the 
CJI was not available on August 23, the 
officials will now have to appear on August 
27.

While expressing strong displeasure over 
non-compliance, the bench had said, “We 
know how to extract compliance now. If 
we just say that the chief secretary will be 
present if the affidavit is not filed then it will 
not be filed.

“We are not sending them to jail but let 
them be here and then an affidavit will be 
submitted. Let they be personally present 
now,” the bench had said.

Though seven opportunities have been 
granted to the states, it appears that full 
compliance has not been given effect to 
and several states are in default, it had 
said.

The bench had made it clear that it will 
not grant any more extension to the states.

On January 10, the top court had said in 
its verdict that there was a need to main-
tain uniformity in the service conditions of 
judicial officers across the country.

It had ordered constitution of a two-judge 
committee in each high court for oversee-
ing the implementation of SNJPC recom-
mendations on pay, pension and other 
retirement benefits for judicial officers.

The top court had said it was a matter 
of grave concern that though officers in 
other services have availed of a revision of 
their conditions of service as far back as on 
January 1, 2016, similar issues pertaining 
to judicial officers are still awaiting a final 
decision eight years thereafter.

It said many judges have retired from 
service and the family pensioners of those 
who have passed away are awaiting reso-
lution as well.

The SNJPC recommendations cover pay 
structure, pension and family pension, and 
allowances. The commission has also dealt 
with the issue of establishing a permanent 
mechanism to determine subjects of ser-
vice conditions of the district judiciary.

Differences over Seat-Sharing: 
Congress, NC leaders to hold 
deliberations

The leaders said both the parties have 
agreed over the seat sharing formula to a 
large extent.

“The Central leaders of Congress will 
meet our leaderships to talk about alli-
ance. Some clarification is needed on 
some issues, and this will be done today,” 
NC provincial president of Kashmir, Nasir 
Aslam Wani told reporters outside the resi-
dence of the Abdullahs.

He expressed hope that by the afternoon, 
“everything will be clear”.

“Two parties have to contest the elec-
tion together, there are many issues.We 
have to keep in mind the party cadre on 
the ground, we also have to consider the 
strength of the parties in specific seats,” 
he added.

Mr. Wani, however, said the seat-sharing 
issues will not have any impact on the alli-
ance.

“Had we known the elections will be con-
ducted, we would have sorted these things 
beforehand,” the NC leader said.

Polls to the 90-member J-K assembly will 
be held in three phases on September 18, 
September 25 and October 1, while results 
will be announced on October 4.

BJP issues revised first list of 
15 candidates for J&K Assembly 
Elections

Earlier BJP has announced the list of 
44 candidates for Assembly elections in 
Jammu and Kashmir, but later on the party 
informed that list has been cancelled due to 
“typographical errors”, and added the new 
list will be released shortly.

AAP announces first list of 
candidates for Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly elections

chief Mallikarjun Kharge met NC chief 
Farooq Abdullah. After the meeting, Farooq 
Abdullah stated that the Congress-NC 
alliance would contest all 90 seats in the 
assembly polls.

The formal announcement of the tie-up 
was made by NC patron Farooq Abdullah in 
Srinagar. “United we stand,” JKNC posted 

on X. The announcement was made after 
Farooq Abdullah and his son, Omar, met 
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi.

The Election Commission has issued a 
notification for the first phase of assembly 
seats, covering 24 constituencies. This will 
be the first assembly poll in Jammu and 
Kashmir since the abrogation of Article 
370.

Man dies after vehicle rolls 
down in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora

Officials said that an accident took 
place at Panar village, Bandipora where 
a vehicle bearing registration no. JK15B 
8256 rolled down the road.

The vehicle was boarded by Showkat 
Ahmad Khan (30), son of Fayaz Ahmad 
Khan, resident of Turkpora, and Umiya 
Shahnaz (21), daughter of Shahnaz 
Ahmad Mir, resident of Quilmuqam.

They were both shifted to the District 
Hospital Bandipora, where doctors 
declared Showkat Ahmad (the driver of 
the car) as dead.

The hospital’s Medical Superintendent, 
Dr MS Koka told Greater Kashmir that 
the man has died while the girl has had a 
panic attack but is stable with no injuries.
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Top News Report

BISHNAH, Aug 26: 
Shree Radha Krishna 
Mandir in Chorli, Bish-
nah, successfully hosted 
the village’s second grand 
Janmashtami Rally, an 
event that was both spiri-
tually enriching and highly 
anticipated by the local 
community. The rally, 
which began in Village 
Chorli, journeyed through 
key areas including Bish-
nah, Bana Chak, and 
Chumbian Jatta, before 
returning to the Shree 
Radha Krishna Mandir.

A large gathering of 
devotees participated 
in the event, with active 

involvement from vari-
ous cultural and reli-
gious groups. The rally 
was graced by several 
prominent personalities, 
including religious lead-

ers, local dignitaries, and 
community influencers. 
The event's success 
was largely due to the 
dedicated efforts of key 
organizers such as Arjun 

Singh Charak, Raghu-
vir Singh Charak, and 
Ankush Charak, who 
managed the logistics 
and the night’s devotional 
programs.

This Janmashtami Rally 
was more than just a cel-
ebration of Lord Krishna’s 
birth; it was a testament 
to the unity and spiritual 
devotion of the commu-
nity. The event featured 
devotional singing and 
scripture recitations, cre-
ating a spiritually uplifting 
atmosphere for all attend-
ees.

Among those present 
at the occasion were Shri 
Janak Shastri, Rakesh 
Pandit, Anil Pandit, 
Raspal Singh, Kamal 
Chib, Vicky Singh, Roke 
Kumar, Sushil Singh 
Charak, Yashpal Kumar, 
Krishna Mehra, and many 
others.

Shree Radha Krishna Mandir Chorli taken 
out Janmashtami precession

Top News Report

TANGMARG, Aug 26:  
In a spirited display of 
sportsmanship and team-
work, Hanfia Model High 
School Chandilora Tang-
marg recently hosted a 
highly anticipated volley-
ball tournament, which 
highlighted the school's 
commitment to holistic 
student development.

The event was graced 
by several esteemed 
guests, including G N 
Var, President of the Pri-
vate Schools Association 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
(PSAJK); Alhaj Syed 
Ghulam Mohammad 
Shah, Patron of Gousia 
Educational Trust Baram-
ulla; and Zaffar Iqbal, 
Zonal Educational Officer 
Tangmarg. The presence 
of prominent educational 
and community leaders 
added significance to the 
occasion.

The tournament fea-
tured robust participation, 
with four girls' teams and 
six boys' teams compet-

ing for top honors. The 
girls' final saw Hanfia 
Model High School 
Chandilora triumph over 
Govt. Girls High School 
Chandilora, while in the 
boys' final, the Gousia 11 
team emerged victorious 
against Hanfia 11.

At the conclusion of the 
event, the winners were 
felicitated by the chief 
guests amid cheers and 
applause.

G N Var praised the 
school for its dedication 
to promoting both edu-
cation and sports. He 
emphasized that sports 
are a critical component 
of education, helping 
to build character and 
resilience in youth. Var 
also stressed the impor-
tance of moral educa-
tion and sports activities 
in addressing the chal-
lenges faced by stu-
dents today, such as the 
excessive use of mobile 
devices.

He noted that sports 
offer significant physical 
and psychological bene-

fits and can help combat 
issues like mobile addic-
tion, drug use, and other 
societal problems.

Altaf Ahmad Dar, Coun-
cilor of Gousia Educa-
tional Trust Baramulla, 
lauded the young ath-
letes for their energy and 
talent, acknowledging the 
crucial role of such events 
in nurturing future lead-
ers. Principal Moham-
mad Altaf Wani of Hanfia 
Model High School Chan-
dilora expressed pride 
in the students' perfor-
mances and emphasized 
that the tournament was 
about fostering unity, 
discipline, and a love for 
sports.

The success of this tour-
nament has set a bench-
mark for future sports 
events in the region, 
underscoring the impor-
tance of integrating sports 
into the overall develop-
ment of students. The 
school community looks 
forward to maintaining 
this tradition of excellence 
in the coming years. Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: 
Soham Kamotra an ex 
player of Vivek chess 
Academy created his-
tory in J&K Chess. He 
become India's latest 
International Master. He 
also becomes the first 
and the only International 
master from the state of 
Jammu & Kashmir at Abu 
Dhabi. Vivek Bharti, his 
first coach trained him 
for 5-6 years. After this 
he take coaching from 
other coaches outside 
the state.

Soham Kamot ra 

became 125th Interna-
tional Master of India and 
first ever of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Vivek chess Academy 

Honoured him with Cash 
Prize of Rs. 11000- at 
Hotel Nek below Gumat 
with All J&K Chess Asso-
ciation Members.

Top News Report

NAGROTA,  Aug 
26: The NCC Training 
Academy in Nagrota 
witnessed an electri-
fying atmosphere as 
Hony Capt Mohd Sadiq, 
a distinguished Shaurya 
Chakra recipient from 

7 JAK RIF, delivered a 
motivational lecture to 
500 NCC Cadets.

In an inspiring and 
heartfelt speech, Capt 
Mohd Sadiq shared 
his experiences and 
insights gained from his 
exemplary service to the 
nation. His words reso-

nated deeply with the 
young cadets, igniting a 
renewed sense of patrio-
tism and dedication.

Cadets were capti-
vated by Capt Mohd 
Sadiq's stories of valour 
and sacrifice, leaving 
them truly thrilled and 
motivated.

Moral Education, sports activities are 
key pillars of student success: G N Var

Soham of Vivek Chess Academy 
create history in J&K Chess

Motivational lecture held at 
Training Academy Nagrota

Top News Report

POONCH, Aug 26: The 
Indian Army, on the occa-
sion of Women's Equality 
Day, which is celebrated 
annually on August 26, 
conducted an celebration 
event based on the theme 
'Gender equality today for 
sustainable tomorrow', 
to promote the agenda 
of women equality and 
women empowerment, at 
Khanetar.

In the view of the event 
a lecture was conducted 
for students to promote 

gender equality, women 
empowerment and to 
raise awareness about the 

importance of women's 
participation in all aspects 
of society including Armed 
forces. It is also a time to 
acknowledge the contribu-
tions of women throughout 
history and in contempo-
rary society.

During the lecture impe-
tus was also given to 
women entry in Armed 
Forces and CAPF via vari-
ous schemes. Girl students 
were motivated to enroll for 
competing in the entrance 

exams for the same.
The girls students have 

appreciated the efforts of 
the Indian Army to educate 
them on these relevant 
schemes and conveyed 
their gratitude for the same.

They added that these 
lectures are their source 
of learning things of which 
they are mostly ignorant. 
Same will help them in 
long term in improving 
their vision and standard 
of living.

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Aug 26: 
Indian Army distributed 
Blankets to Gujjar & 
Bakarwals at Budhal vil-
lage.

The novel initiative 
taken by Indian Army 
for Gujjar-Bakarwal will 
not only alleviate their 
hardship in severe cold 
weather but also repre-
sent a step towards their 
welfare. Sarpanchs, 

Panchs & prominent 
locals have thanked and 
expressed their profound 
gratitude towards the 
Indian Army for Provision 
of Blankets to Below pov-
erty line people.

This initiative of Indian 
Army will go a long way 
in overall development 
of the society and fur-
ther cementing the exist-
ing strong bond between 
Indian Army and the 
Awam.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Aug 26: 
On the auspicious occa-
sion Krishna Janmashta-
mi, Jammu and Kashmir 
National Confrance  
Senior Leader, Spokes-
person of Chenab Valley 
Zone Ajeet Bhagat has 
extended his heartfelt 
greetings to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

In his message, the 
National Conference 
leader said that as we 
celebrate the birth of 
Lord Krishna, may God 
bless us all with his 
teachings of karma, 
righteousness, cour-
age and compassion to 
uphold justice, protect 

the innocent and bring 
peace. And inspire to 
fight against the enemies 
of brotherhood.

Let us work together 
to build a society that 
embodies the values of 
Lord Krishna's teachings, 
bringing happiness, har-
mony and prosperity to 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
this auspicious occasion.

Army celebrates Women's Equality Day at Khanetar

Army distributes blankets to 
Gujjar & Bakarwals at Budhal

Ajeet Bhagat congratulates 
people on Janmashtami

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP) 
General Secretary and 
proposed Candidate 
for Jammu East Con-
stituency Rajesh Gupta 
today accused the BJP 
of misrule over the past 
one decade, asserting 
that the BJP has not only 
failed to fulfil its promises 
but has also exacerbated 
the difficulties faced by 
the common People.

While addressing party 
workers at Bajalata in 
Jammu East Constituen-
cy here today. The BSP 
leader said he is feeling 
very happy by getting an 
overwhelming response 

in Jammu East Constitu-
ency. People of the area 
have already made up 
their mind in favour of 
BSP.

Assembly election is 
very crucial that people 
should elect those who 
will ensure that their voice 
is heard. “People of J&K 
want a credible voice to 
represent their aspirations 
and BSP is the only cred-
ible voice of all the regions 
of J&K,” he added.

“The people of J&K 
remember the BJP for 
unleashing countless 
miseries on the UT and 
its people. People still 
recount the numerous 
instances of BJP and its 
leaders committed from 

time to time.
Rajesh Gupta said that 

the people were wait-
ing eagerly for assembly 
elections now that time 
has come to teach a 
lesson to the BJP for fail-
ing to fulfil the promises 
made before coming to 
power at the Centre and 
in J&K.

Gupta said this The 
treacherous role played 
by the BJP and its lead-
ership is an open secret,” 
he said, adding, now 
the responsibility rests 
on people to choose 
between forces inimical 
to UT’s integrity.

In the end, it is the 
people whose resolve will 
prevail,” he said.

BSP getting overwhelming response 
in Jammu East: Rajesh Gupta
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JAMMU, Aug 26: A 
team of Mountaineering 
Association of J&K which 
recently scaled UT Kangri 
(6070m) in Ladakh was  
felicitated in an impres-
sive function organised 
jointly by  Mountaineer-
ing Association of J&K 
and Tawi Trekkers J&K  
at Press Club of Jammu. 
Four mountaineers Sumit 
Khajuria (leader), Shashi 
Kant Sharma, Sourav 
Deep Singh and Mal-
likarjun Singh were hon-
oured with a memento, 
a  sacred chunni  and a 
fruit plant by the Chief 
Guest on the occasion 
Anil Goswami, a former 
Home Secretary of J&K; 
Presiding Guest Ashwani 
Sharma, a former MLA 
and Guests of Honour 
Rahul Sharma, patron 
Tawi Trekkers J&K and 
Parveen Sharma, Chair-

man, The Citizen’s Co-
operative Bank, Jammu.

Aryan Oriental Con-
vent Higher Secondary 
School, Udhampur, St 
Xavier Senior Secondary 
School, Jammu, Govt. 
College for Women, 
Parade, Jammu and 
The Shri Ram Universal 
School, Jakh which over-
whelmingly participated 
in the Dharamshalla 
Himalayan Trekking Pro-
gramme were also hon-
oured on the occasion. 
Besides, Vivek Chau-
han, Principal of Oriental 
Academy Sr. Secondary 
School, Jammu; Sushil 
Singh. Shashi Kant, 
Shilpa Charak, Binder 
Pal Singh, Navneet 
Gupta, Seema Khary-
al, Sanjeev Sharma, 
Anu Sharma, Aakash 

Sharma, Ajay Thappa 
and  Eshani Singhwere 
also honoured for pro-
moting 1-day treks.

While addressing the 
distinguished gathering 
both Anil Goswami and 
Ashwani Sharma appre-
ciated the passion, skill 
and stamina of the climb-
ers to summit the 6070m 
high peak. They lauded 
the role being played by 
Mountaineering Asso-
ciation of J&K  and Tawi 
Trekkers J&K for the 
promotion of adventure 
activities  in J&K and 
congratulated the organ-
isations for producing 
Everest climbers and 
international sport climb-
ers. Both of them  appre-
ciated the dedication and 
vibrancy of the young 
organisers to take the 

game of Mountaineering 
and Sport Climbing to the 
greater heights.They also 
thanked the J&K Sports 
Council for the sponsor-
ship of the expedition

  Earlier, in her wel-
come address senior 
Vice President of Tawi 
Trekkers Arti Sharma 
highlighted the achieve-
ments of Jammu Moun-
taineers eleven of whom 
have scaled the Everest 
and one of them Col 
Ranvir Singh Jamwal has 
the distinction of scal-
ing Mount Everest three 
times and also highest 
peaks of all the conti-
nents.

She disclosed that one 
of the members of Tawi 
Trekkers J&K who is pre-
paring for Everest  expe-
dition is going to partici-

pate in an expedition to 
Ama Dablam peak, a for-
midable peak at a height 
of 6812 m in the Everest 
region, in October this 
year.

To initiate more and 
more children into adven-
ture activities Tawi Trek-
kers J&K is also going 
to organise 1-day treks 
for about 2000 students   
besides Dharamshalla 
Heritage Trekking Pro-
gramme from the first 
week of October, she 
added.

While Verinder Slathia, 
a former Special Sec-
retary and Prof.C K 
Khajuria,Principal, Govt. 
Degree College, Pur-
mandal  were the spe-
cial guests on the occa-
sion the other prominent  
persons present on the 

occasion included Sr. 
Vice President of Moun-
taineering Association 
of J&K  Ram Khaju-
ria; Rakesh Goswami, 
President District Moun-
taineering Association, 
Jammu  and senior 
members  of the Asso-
ciation and Tawi Trek-
kers Sushil Chakharia, 
Prerna Charak, Ananjan 
Raghav Khajuria, Suk-
sham Verma, Ulfat Khan, 
Vikas Singh and Vaibhav 
Sharma.

 The function was 
sweetly anchored by 
Shawetica Khajuria, Gen-
eral Secretary of Moun-
taineering Association of 
J&K. She also expressed 
her gratitude to the J&K 
Sports Council for the 
sponsorship of the moun-
taineering expedition and 
hoped that J&K Sports 
Council would sponsor 
a major mountaineering 
expedition next year. 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: A 
grand function to mark the 
celebration of Shri Krish-
na Janamashtami, birth 
of Lord Krishna was held 
at International Society 
for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) Temple, 
Dream City, Muthi.

Thousands of devotees 
from every nook and 
corner of the Winter Capi-
tal, thronged the temple 
and took the blessings of 
Radha Krishna.

They worshipped to 
celebrate the festival and 
offered special ‘Bhog' on 
the occasion, waiting in 

queues outside the tem-
ples to have darshan of 
Lord Krishna.

The temple was beauti-

fully decorated with flow-
ers and lights besides 
special book stalls were 
also installed highlight-

ing the teachings of Lord 
Krishna.

Amid blowing of conch 
shells and chanting of 

Vedic hymns, worship-
pers offered prayers 
since early morning in 
temples which wore a 
festive look.

Devotees observed 
day-long fasts as special 
delicacies for the occa-
sion remained an attrac-
tion.

Earlier the programme 
started with Mangal Aarti, 
followed by day long 
Akhand-Kirtan.

In the evening Gaur 
Aarti was performed with 
kirtan and devotees were 
seen dancing on the bha-
jans of Lord Krishna.

Children dressed as 
‘Krishna' and ‘Gopikas' 

and floats depicting vari-
ous incarnations of the 
Lord were the highlights 
of the celebration.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Temple Manager 
highlighted the teachings 
of Lord Krishna according 
to Srimad Bhagwat Gita. 
After that Maha Abhishek 
of Lord Krishna was per-
formed with religious 
fervor and the devotees 
were seen dancing while 
going into the state of 
trance. At last Falahar 
Prashadam was served 
to the devotees where the 
devotees of Lord Krishna 
also showed their partici-
pation with enthusiasm.

MAJK team scaling UT Kangri felicitated

Janamashtami celebration held at ISKCON Temple
Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: The Janmashtami festival, marking 
the birth of Lord Krishna, was celebrated in Vaishno Devi 
Mandir, Puran Nagar, Bhagwati Nagar here on Thursday. 
Devotees are visiting temples to offer prayers to Lord 
Krishna. Mandir was tastefully decorated.

Mahant Lucky Baba, priest of Vaishno Devi Mandir, 
extended greetings and best wishes to all the devotees 
on the auspicious occasion of Janmashtami.

He said that Bhagwan Krishna’s life and teachings 
included the message of well being and virtue.

“Janmashtami is of great spiritual significance for the 
devout,” he said adding that it reaffirms our faith in the 
victory of Dharma (righteousness) over Adharma (evil).

He expressed hope that this festival of devotion and 
gaiety will bring happiness, prosperity and good fortune 
in everyone's life.

Earlier devotees in a large number visited the Mandir to 
pay obeisance to Bhagwan Krishna. They recited Bhajan 
and Kirtan during the Janmashtami celebration.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): A mother and her 
two children are feared 
to be washed away by a 
cloudburst that struck the 
Rajgarh tehsil of J&K’s 
Ramban, reports said 
Monday.

The cloudburst also 
washed away a school 
building, Govt Middle 
School Gadgram in 
Kumait (Kumate) area of 
Rajgarh even as it took 
away with it a water mill 
in the area.

The flashflood trig-
gered by the cloudburst 
has also washed away 
four vehicles in Rajgarh 
area of Ramban district, 
reports said.

However, reports said 

that the cloudburst has 
had no impact on the 
traffic along the Sri-
nagar-Jammu National 
Highway.

Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban in an official 
communique said that 
the rescue teams are 
on the spot even as the 
district administration is 
mobilising all available 
resources.

 “Cloudburst occurred 
in Panchayats Kumate, 
Dhraman and Halla. 
Rescue teams are on 
the spot and District 
Adminstration Ramban 
is mobilising all avail-
able resources. We urge 
everyone to rely only on 
official information. Stay 
safe!,” it said on its offi-
cial X-handle.

Janmashtami celebrated in Vaishno 
Devi Mandir Bhagwati Nagar

Mother-children trio feared washed away 
in Ramban cloudburst; rescue ops on

Devotees thronged ISKCON and other temples across Jammu to celebrate the auspicious occasion of Shri Krishna Janmashtami with great fervour and devotion 
on Monday.                                     Pic by AMAN SHARMA
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SYDNEY, Aug 26 
(Agencies): Australia 
announced squad for 
the women’s T20 World 
Cup 2024 on Monday, 
August 26. Alyssa Healy 
is all set to lead the team 
into her first ICC event 
as a skipper as Aus-
tralia aim for a historic 
fourth consecutive title 
win in the UAE. On the 
other hand, all rounder 
Tahlia McGrath has 
been named as the vice 
captain.

There are a total of 
three changes in the 
Australian squad from 
their victorious cam-
paign in the previous 
edition in South Africa 
with Tayla Vlaeminck, 
Phoebe Li tchf ie ld 
and Sophie Molineux 
coming into the side.

25-year-old seamer 
Vlaeminck has played 
17 T20Is so far, picking 
as many wickets at an 
average of 19.17 and an 
economy of 5.92. She 
will bolster the seam 

attack along with Megan 
Schutt, Kim Garth, 
Darcie Brown and Ellyse 
Perry. Left-arm spinner 
Molineux forms a strong 
four-pronged spin attack 
along with Ash Gardner, 
Alana King and Georgia 
Wareham.

21-year-old Phoebe 
Litchfield has been phe-
nomenal with the bat 
in her short career so 
far having scored 191 
runs from 13 match-
es at an average of 
31.83 and a strike rate 

of 161.86. Australian 
selector Shawn Fleger 
expressed confidence 
in the captain Healy and 
vice captain McGrath to 
lead the country on the 
biggest stage.

“It’s the first time Alyssa 
Healy will have the reins 
at a World Cup and 
we’ve already seen what 
her and Tahlia McGrath 
bring from a leadership 
perspective, so it’s excit-
ing for them to have this 
opportunity to lead their 
country on the biggest 

stage,” Fleger said.
Jess Jonassen is again 

unlucky to miss out: 
Fleger

He further sympa-
thized with left-arm spin-
ner Jess Jonassen has 
been in terrific form in 
recent times in Women’s 
Premier League and 
The Hundred.

“Jess Jonassen is 
again unlucky to miss 
out, but we’ve been 
impressed with the way 
she’s bounced back, 
and we’ll continue to 

monitor her form ahead 
of the home summer,” 
he added.

Meanwhile, Australia 
are in Group A along 
with India, New Zealand, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
They will start their cam-
paign against Sri Lanka 
on October 4. The tour-
nament has recently 
been shifted from Ban-
gladesh to UAE due 
to the ongoing political 
turmoil in the country. 
Australia are the most 
successful team in the 
Women’s T20 World 
Cup having six titles to 
their name.

Australia’s T20 World 
Cup squad: Alyssa Healy 
(c), Tahlia McGrath (vc), 
Darcie Brown, Ashleigh 
Gardner, Kim Garth, 
Grace Harris, Alana 
King, Phoebe Litchfield, 
Sophie Molineux, Beth 
Mooney, Ellyse Perry, 
Megan Schutt, Annabel 
Sutherland, Georgia 
Wareham, Tayla Vlae-
minck.

KARACHI, Aug 26 
(Agencies): The Paki-
stan men’s cricket team 
suffered arguably its 
worst defeat ever in the 
history of Test cricket, 
going down by 10 wick-
ets against Bangladesh 
in their own home. The 
embarrassing loss put 
Shan Masood and his 
team under the spot-
light, with questions 
being raised by both 
fans and former cricket-
ers. Ramiz Raja, one of 
the finest batters to play 
for Pakistan, painted a 
unique ‘India Angle’ 
behind the team’s defeat 
against the Bangla 
Tigers, saying it all 
started when the Indi-
ans bashed Pakistani 
bowlers in the Asia Cup.

“Firstly, there was a 
mistake in team selec-
tion. You were without 
a spinner. Secondly, 
the reputation based 
on which we rely on our 

fast bowlers is finished. 
This debacle, a sort 
of a confidence crisis, 
started during the Asia 
Cup when India bashed 
our pacers on seam-
ing conditions and then 
the secret was out to 
the world that the only 
way to counter this line-
up was to attack. Their 
speeds have decreased, 
and so have their skill 
set.

“The Bangladesh fast 
bowlers seemed more 
penetrative while our 
bowlers were involved in 
more drama around their 
wickets. Since Pakistan 
did not have an out-and-
out fast bowler on that 
track, even Bangladesh, 
with that line-up stood 
tall against our pacers 
with speeds around 125 
to 135kmph,” Ramiz 
said in a video on his 

YouTube channel.
Ramiz didn’t just lam-

bast Pakistan’s bowling 
attack but also criticised 
skipper Shan Masood 
for ‘not reading the con-
ditions well’, resulting 
in a loss to a ‘team like 
Bangladesh’.

“Shan Masood is cur-
rently on a losing streak. 
I felt, in Australian condi-
tions, things are tougher 
and it was impossible for 
Pakistan team to win a 
series there. But you 
are now losing in home 
conditions, against a 
team like Bangladesh, 
because you did not 
read the conditions well.

“Neither did the batters 
apply themselves and 
the bowlers were hor-
rendous. Masood needs 
to improve his batting 
and needs to show that 
you have some knowl-
edge of the game. He is 
an experienced skipper, 
having led in PSL and 

County matches. I don’t 
know on what basis he 
picked four pacers for 
the Rawalpindi track 
during the month of 
August,” he asserted.

Whi le devaluing 
Masood’s leadership 
skills, Ramiz urged the 
Pakistan star to step up 
and improve his batting, 
or else, he could be out 
of the team soon.

“He needs to work on 
his batting. It’s not like 
he is a great captain 
and so if he keeps get-
ting out ducks, he would 
still have his place in 
the side. Losing makes 
a huge dent in the team 
and the morale of the 
side. You cannot lose the 
series. Pakistan cricket 
is already under a lot of 
pressure. A series loss 
would mean tension in 
the dressing room, there 
will be a lot of criticism 
and questions raised,” 
he said.

Australia announce squad for women’s T20 
World Cup 2024, Jess Jonassen misses out

Behind Pakistan’s loss to Bangladesh, Ramiz 
Raja’s stunning ‘India factor’

MISSOURI, Aug 26 
(Agencies): Indian 
Grandmaster R Prag-
gnanandhaa navigated 
his match against the 
reigning world cham-
pion Ding Liren with 
remarkable ease, hold-
ing him to a draw in the 
sixth round of the Sin-
quefield Cup, the final 
leg of the Grand Chess 
Tour. World champi-
onship challenger D 
Gukesh also played 
out another enterpris-
ing draw with France’s 
Max ime Vachier-
Lagrave while Russia’s 
Ian Nepomniachtchi 
suffered a shocking 
loss, going down to 
Fabiano Caruana of 
United States in just 25 
moves. The sixth round 
saw no other surprises 
as the games between 
Anish Giri of Holland 
and Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov of Uzbekistan 
and Alireza Firouzja 
of France versus local 
star Welsey So ended 
draws.

With just three rounds 
remaining, Caruana 
seems determined to 
give Firouzja a run for 
his money even though 
the former still leads the 
fray on 4 points.

Caruana and Wesley 
So are on 3.5 points 
each.

Praggnanandhaa, 
Gukesh, Vachier-
Lagrave and Liren 
share the fourth spot on 
three points each with 
Nepomniachtchi and 
Abdusattorov following 
them a half point behind.

Anish Giri stands last 
on two points in the USD 
3,50,000 prize money 
tournament.

Gukesh has been 
trying hard in almost 
every game but so far 
the lady luck has not 
smiled on him.

Playing white against 
Vachier-Lagrave, he 
went for the King pawn 
opening and faced the 
tried and tested Najdorf 
Sicilian.

Gukesh came up with 

a double-edged idea in 
the middle game that 
fetched him a pawn in 
return for a king side 
attack for Vachier-
Lagrave.

For sometime it looked 
like the Frenchman had 
a powerful attack but 
Gukesh always found 
the best manoeuvres.

In the end, the Indian 
had an extra pawn but 
black had counterplay 
compensating for the 
same. The game was 
drawn vide stalemate 
after 72 moves.

Praggnanandhaa did 
not have to sweat much 
against Liren, who has 
been pretty solid in the 
tournament and is not 
taking much risk ahead 
of the World Champi-
onship match against 
Gukesh in November.

The Kings Indian 
defense by Pragga-
nandhaa as black did 
not see any serious mis-
take from either side and 
the game was drawn 
without much ado.

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 (Agencies): 
India wrestler Aman Sehrawat has 
set his sights on winning a gold medal 
at the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028 
after clinching a bronze at Paris Olym-
pics 2024. Notably, Sehrawat won the 
bronze in the men’s freestyle 57kg 
wrestling after beating Puerto Rico’s 
Darian Cruz.

As a result, the 21-year-old became 
the youngest Olympic medallist from 
the country. Recently, the Haryana-
born athlete was recently felicitated in 
Jhajjar for his heroics at the Games 
along with wrestler Vinesh Phogat. 
Speaking to the media, Sehrawat 
thanked the people for the warm wel-
come and said that he’s eyeing gold in 
the next edition of the Games sched-
uled to be played in Los Angeles in 
2028.

“We are feeling very good as we 
are getting a warm welcome from the 
people here...I am preparing for gold in 
2028,” Sehrawat said while speaking 
to agency.

Sehrawat was seen in phenomenal 
form in Paris as he started his campaign 
by beating North Macedonia’s Vladimir 
Egorov by technical superiority (10-0) 

in the pre-quarterfinals. He further ham-
mered Albania’s Zelimkhan Abakarov 
registering another technical superiority 
win by 12-0.

The youngster’s quest for a gold 
medal ended after suffering a heart-
breaking loss in the semi final against 
Japan’s Rei Higuchi by 0-10 who even-
tually went on to win the gold medal.

However, the India wrestler made a 
gallant comeback to beat Puerto Rico’s 
Darian Cruz by 13-5 in the bronze 
medal match. As a result, he won the 
eighth wrestling medal for India in the 
Olympics making it their second most 
successful sport at the quadrennial 
event after Hockey.

Sinquefield Cup: R Praggnanandhaa 
holds Ding Liren, D Gukesh draws 
with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave

Aman Sehrawat sets sights on 
winning gold in 2028 Olympics 
after Paris bronze

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 (Agen-
cies): India dasher Suryakumar 
Yadav will turn up for Mumbai 
in their Buchi Babu contest 
against TNCA XI, beginning in 
Coimbatore on Tuesday, with 
an aim to get his Test career 
back on track. Shreyas Iyer, 
also part of Mumbai’s squad, 
too will be looking to make a 
statement in the pre-season 
event, having last played a Test 
in February. The star-studded 
Mumbai side will be captained 
by Sarfaraz Khan, who too 
will be jostling find space in a 
full strength Test squad when 
the home season begins next 
month despite a promising 
beginning against England 
earlier this year.

The likes of Virat Kohli, K L 
Rahul and Rishabh Pant, who 
were not available for different 
reasons over course of the five 
games against England, are 
expected to be available for the 
two Test series against Bangla-
desh beginning September 19 
in Chennai.

The centre of attention in the 
round three of the Buchi Babu 
match undoubtedly will be 
Suryakumar, who recently led 
India to victory in his first series 
as T20 skipper. Not in the team’s 

ODI plans for the moment, the 
33-year-old remains determined 
to play in all three formats. His 
sole Test appearance came 
against Australia in February 
2023.

Since then, he has continued 
to flourish in white-ball cricket 
before taking up the T20 Inter-
national captaincy duties for 
the Men in Blue. Effectively, 
the Buchi Babu outing will be 
a mere warm-up for Suryaku-
mar and others in the mix, given 
they all will be part of the Duleep 
Trophy beginning September 5.

Suryakumar’s last competi-
tive outing in First-Class cricket 
came during the Duleep Trophy 
last year.

Playing for West Zone, 

Suryakumar managed only 71 
runs in four innings at an aver-
age of just 17.75, with a top 
score of 52, while his side, led 
by Priyank Panchal, lost the final 
to South Zone by 75 runs.

Besides Surya, Sarfaraz and 
Shreyas will also be among 
the attractions in the Mumbai 
squad.

Sarfaraz, who made his Test 
debut earlier this year against 
England, has been promising 
with the bat, managing 200 runs 
in five innings at an average of 
50.00, including three half-cen-
turies.

As for Iyer, he is yet to leave a 
mark in the longest format after 
14 Tests, while since January 
2023, he has only managed 187 

runs in 12 innings at an average 
of only 17.00, with a top score 
of only 35.

Therefore, while there is no 
headache for Sarfaraz head-
ing into this Buchi Babu meet, 
the upcoming domestic season 
holds more significance for 
Iyer,who will will be leading 
Team D in the Duleep Trophy.

Mumbai’s opponents TNCA XI 
will be led by R Sai Kishore, who 
was the leading wicket-taker in 
Ranji Trophy last season.

TNCA XI: R Sai Kishore (c), 
Pradosh Ranjan Paul (vc), Mokit 
RS Hariharan, G Ajitesh, Indra-
jith Baba, Boopathi Vaishna 
Kumar, S Lokeshwar (wk), SR 
Athish (wk), R Sonu Yadav, 
P Vidyuth, S Lakshya Jain, 
S Ajith Ram, G Govinth, CV 
Achyuth, H Trilok Nag and V 
Yudheeswaran.

Mumbai: Sarfaraz Khan (c), 
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas 
Iyer, Akhil Herwadkar, Divyansh 
Saxena, Musheer Khan, Vedant 
Murkar, Siddhanth Addhatrao, 
Suryansh Shedge, Shams 
Mulani, Tanush Kotian, Himan-
shu Singh, Atharva Ankolekar, 
Roystan Dias, Mohit Avasthi, 
Sylvester Dsouza and Junaid 
Khan.

Focus On Suryakumar Kumar, Shreyas Iyer And 
Sarfaraz Khan In Buchi Babu Meet

NEW DELHI, Aug 26 (Agencies): 
Former India batting coach Sanjay 
Bangar feels Virat Kohli could’ve 
continued leading the Test team for a 
longer period. Kohli stepped down as 
the Test captain of Team India in Janu-
ary 2022 following the side’s defeat to 
South Africa in the third and final Test, 
with the series ending 2-1 in favour of 
the Proteas. During his sever-year-
long tenure as captain of the Test 
side, Kohli took the Indian team to new 
heights, including first-ever Test series 
win on Australia soil in 2018-19. It was 
due to his aggressive brand of cricket 
that made India the dominant force in 
the longest format of the game.

Bangar, who closely followed Kohli’s 
progress as captain and player, feels 
that the star batter could’ve continued 
to lead the team, but agreed that the 

captaincy pressure took a toll on his 
individual performances.

“Captaincy of the Indian team is a 
24/7 job. Lot of on and off the field 
things happen like selection, non-
selection and team performance. So, 
it does take a toll (on individual perfor-
mances). Him giving up captaincy at 
that time means he is now playing with 
lesser responsibilities. Even though 
I personally feel he could have con-
tinued a bit longer as Test captain,” 
Bangar said on The Rao Podcast.

Bangar also recalled the time when 
Kohli was not scoring double centu-
ries in Test, and confessed his fail-
ure to do so. Bangar also added that 
after making some slight tweaks to 
his name, Kohli managed to score five 
double tons in a season.

“It is humanly impossible to sustain 
at the level at which he was playing 
between 2014 and 2019. The dip had 
to come. When you play with that sort 
of passion he was scoring daddy hun-
dreds. But he told me that he wasn’t 
scoring a double hundred. After a 
while he realised that there is a pro-
cess to which he can make double 
hundreds and once he tasted that he 
made four or five in one season,” he 
added.

For the unversed, Kohli is India’s 
most successful Test captain, winning 
40 of his 68 Tests.

In the overall list of Test captains, he 
is only behind legends Graeme Smith 
(53), Ricky Ponting (48), and Steve 
Waugh (41), respectively.

“Could’ve Continued Longer”: 
Ex India Star On Virat Kohli 
Quitting Test Captaincy

India dasher Suryakumar Yadav will turn up for Mumbai in their Buchi Babu contest 
against TNCA XI, beginning in Coimbatore on Tuesday
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 26: Advo-
cate Purnima Sharma, 
Spokesperson of BJP 
J&K and former Deputy 
Mayor of Jammu, lashed 
out at the Congress party 
over its decision to form 
a pre-poll alliance with 
the National Conference 
(NC) for the upcoming 
Assembly elections in 
the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
She accused the Con-
gress of aligning with 
forces that, according to 
her, promote "terrorism" 
and "separatism."

In a strongly worded 
statement, Purnima 
expressed her concerns 
over the implications 
of this alliance for the 
region’s stability and 
national security. "The 
Congress Party has 
been exposed before 
the country. By aligning 
with the National Con-
ference, they are openly 

supporting terrorism and 
separatism, which have 
long been detrimental to 
the peace and unity of 
Jammu and Kashmir," 
she stated.

The senior BJP leader 
further criticized Con-
gress for placing its own 
political interests above 
national priorities. "For 
the Congress party and 
its allies, the country 
comes later; the party 
comes first. They have 
consistently opposed 
reservation policies that 
aim to uplift the marginal-
ized sections of society, 
and now, by partnering 
with NC, they are show-

ing their true colors," she 
added.

Purnima reaffirmed 
BJP’s commitment to 
safeguarding the integ-
rity of Jammu and Kash-
mir and ensuring that the 
region remains on the 
path of development and 
prosperity. She empha-
sized that the people of 
J&K deserve leadership 
that prioritizes peace, 
development, and unity 
over political opportun-
ism.

"BJP will continue to 
stand against those 
who seek to disrupt 
the harmony of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Our focus 
will remain on building 
a secure, progressive, 
and inclusive society," 
she said, asserting that 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections are expected to 
be a crucial test for both 
national and regional par-
ties as they vie for control 
in the politically sensitive 
region.

Purnima slams Congress for pre-poll 
tie-up with NC for Assembly Elections

Top News Report

LEH, Aug 26: The 
Union Cabinet, under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, has approved a 
landmark decision in 
the form of the Unified 
Pension Scheme (UPS) 
for central government 
employees. This pro-
gressive initiative is set 
to significantly enhance 
the pension benefits for 
23 lakh central govern-
ment employees and 
potentially extend to 
around 90 lakh benefi-
ciaries if state govern-
ments opt in.

The Chairman/CEC 
Adv. Tashi Gyalson, 
LAHDC, Leh extended 
heartfelt gratitude to 
Union Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for their dedica-
tion and decisive action 
in bringing this crucial 
initiative to fruition.

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw highlighted 
the key features of the 
new scheme, which will 
be effective from April 1, 
2025.

The scheme assures 
a pension of 50% of the 
average basic pay drawn 
over the last 12 months 
prior to superannua-
tion for employees with 
a minimum of 25 years 
of service. For service 
between 10-25 years, 
the pension is propor-
tionate.

Besides, the UPS 
provides a guaranteed 
family pension equiva-
lent to 60% of pension 
of the employee imme-
diately before his/her 
demise.

The UPS also assures 
minimum pension of Rs 
10,000 per month on 
superannuation, pro-
vided the employee has 
completed at least 10 
years of service.

The scheme also 
includes inflation index-
ation and a lump-sum 
payment upon superan-
nuation, reinforcing the 
government’s commit-
ment to employee wel-
fare.

The Cabinet's deci-
sion marks a significant 
step forward in improv-
ing the financial stabil-
ity and quality of life for 
government employees 
and their families. The 
government extends its 
gratitude to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
all Cabinet members 
for their dedication and 
support in realizing this 
crucial initiative.

This scheme highlights 
the government's ongo-
ing efforts to modernise 
and enhance the ben-
efits for its workforce, 
ensuring a more secure 
and dignified retirement 
for its employees.

Govt announces Unified 
Pension Scheme: A historic move 
for Govt. employee welfare

Top News Report

RS PURA, Aug 26: 
General Secretary of J&K 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee and DDC Suchet-
garh, Taranjit Singh 
Tony, launched a scath-
ing attack on the BJP, 
accusing the party of 
deceiving the public with 
a barrage of lies ahead of 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Addressing a series 
of meetings in RS Pura 
South Constituency, 
Tony urged the people 
to remain vigilant against 
the false promises that he 
said the BJP would make 
to secure votes.

Tony highlighted the 
failures of the BJP-led 
government, pointing 
specifically to the tragic 
loss of over 800 farmers’ 
lives during the farmers' 
protests. He claimed that 
the central government 

was directly responsible 
for these deaths, along 
with thousands of unac-
counted farmer suicides 
due to economic hard-
ships and policy failures.

"The BJP government 
has pushed the farm-
ers of this country into 
despair. Not only have 
800 farmers lost their 
lives in protests, but thou-
sands more have been 
forced into taking their 

own lives due to the eco-
nomic burden imposed 
by this government. The 
so-called 'pro-farmer' 
policies of the BJP 
have been nothing but a 
façade," Tony asserted.

The senior Congress 
leader further criticized 
the BJP for its divisive 
politics, claiming that 
the party is focused on 
sowing discord rather 
than addressing the 

real issues faced by the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. “The people 
of J&K have endured 
enough under the mis-
governance of the BJP. 
It is time for a change, 
and Congress is ready 
to restore peace, dignity, 
and development to this 
region,” he added.

Appealing to the people 
to support the Congress 
Party in the forthcoming 

Assembly elections, Tony 
emphasized that Con-
gress stands for the wel-
fare of all sections of soci-
ety, particularly farmers, 
youth, and marginalized 
communities. He assured 
the public that Congress 
is committed to rebuild-
ing Jammu and Kashmir 
and providing its people 
with the governance they 
deserve.

Tony urged the people 
to reject the BJP's false-
hoods and place their 
trust in the Congress 
Party, which, he said, has 
a proven track record of 
working for the people’s 
welfare and develop-
ment.

The meeting witnessed 
an enthusiastic participa-
tion of local leaders and 
youth, including Mohinder 
Choudhary, Bittu Choud-
hary, Bal Krishan Bhagat, 
Ashok Bhagat, S. Mohin-
der Singh, and Yughvir 
Singh.

Assembly Polls: Tony cautions people, 
says BJP will come with a flood of lies
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LEH, Aug 26: The 
Ladakh Aero Festival 
and Pre-Paragliding 
Accuracy World Cup offi-
cially began, marking a 
significant milestone in 
the region's adventure 
tourism landscape. The 
world’s highest para-
gliding accuracy com-
petition, held at 14,400 
feet, is taking place from 
August 25-28.

The Ladakh Aero Fes-
tival aims to position the 
region as a global hub 
for aero sports enthusi-
asts. Ladakh's status as 
the world's highest eco-
friendly paragliding site 
was highlighted, with the 
region offering a range 
of adventure activities 
including paragliding, 
rafting, bungee jump-
ing, zip-lining, mountain 
biking, trekking, and 
wildlife tours.

The festival was offi-
cially flagged off by CEC 
Tashi Gyalson.

The five-day event, 
which commenced with 
registration yesterday, 
promises to be a ground-
breaking celebration of 
aero sports and adven-
ture. The competition 
features 45 pilots across 
three categories: Over-
all Men, Overall Women, 
and Overall Team. Win-
ners in each category 
will receive gold, silver, 
and bronze medals, 
along with cash prizes. 
The team category 
includes ten competing 
teams.

CEC Tashi Gyalson, in 
his address, emphasized 
the historic nature of this 
event despite its initial 
scale. He highlighted 
the potential for Ladakh 
to become a premier 
destination for adven-
ture tourism and hinted 
at future expansions, 
including local paraglid-
ing accuracy competi-
tions. CEC Gyalson also 
highlighted the need for 
increased investment in 

adventure activities to 
promote rural tourism.

Chief Judge Raju Rai 
from Sikkim acknowl-
edged the efforts of the 
UT administration and 
Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC) in making 
the event possible and 
extended his sincere 
gratitude. He expressed 
confidence in the expo-
nential growth of para-
gliding and announced 
that all participants will 
receive FAI awards.

The event also saw the 
launch of official festival 
T-shirts, symbolizing the 
spirit and energy of the 
festival.

The event's inaugu-
ration was graced by 
Mahavir Chakra Col. 
Sonam Wangchuk, 
former CEC Gyal Wang-
yal; Councillor Sakti 
Tsering Rigzin ;SDM 
Sonam Dorjey, AD Tour-
ism Fesal Iqbal Tantray 
and personnel from the 
Indian Air Force.

Ladakh aero festival, pre paragliding 
accuracy World Cup kick off with enthusiasm
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JAMMU, Aug 26: Sunil 
Dimple, President of Mis-
sion Statehood Jammu 
Kashmir, participated in 
the grand Janmashtami 
Jhanki procession to cel-
ebrate the birth of Lord 
Krishna.

The procession began 
at the New Plot Radha 
Krishna Temple and 
made its way through 
various neighborhoods, 
including Prem Nagar, 
Jawahar Nagar, Tali 
Morh, Subash Nagar, and 
Sarwal, before returning 
to New Plot.

The event was a vibrant 
display of devotion, com-
munity spirit, and cultural 
unity.

The centerpiece of 
the procession was the 
Krishna Rath, which was 
elaborately decorated 
with flowers, lights, and 
traditional motifs. The 
Rath carried children 
dressed as Lord Krishna 
and Radha Maa, adding 
a divine and festive atmo-
sphere to the celebration.

Throughout the pro-
cession, the air was filled 
with the sounds of bha-
jans and kirtans, creating 
an uplifting and joyous 
environment. Devotees 

danced with enthusiasm 
and devotion, celebrat-
ing the occasion with a 
deep sense of spiritual-
ity and community. The 
event was a testament 
to the unity and har-
mony among the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
transcending religious 
and regional boundaries.

At the culmination of the 
procession, Mahant Ram 
Kumar Das Ji, a respect-
ed spir itual leader, 
bestowed his blessings 
upon the gathered devo-
tees.

He wished them hap-
piness, prosperity, and 
progress in their lives, 
encouraging them to 
continue living in peace 
and harmony. His words 

resonated with the crowd, 
reinforcing the impor-
tance of love and unity in 
the community.

Speaking to the media, 
Sunil Dimple expressed 
his pride in the commu-
nal harmony and broth-
erhood that exists in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He highlighted how 
the people of the region 
come together to cel-
ebrate festivals from all 
religions, demonstrating 
the beauty of their shared 
culture and values.

Dimple also took the 
opportunity to pray for the 
restoration of statehood 
for Jammu and Kashmir, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of unity and coop-
eration in achieving this 

goal.
Dimple reiterated his 

commitment to the cause 
of Mission Statehood and 
the welfare of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

He called for the early 
and immediate resto-
ration of statehood, 
expressing hope that the 
region would continue to 
progress and thrive in an 
atmosphere of peace and 
cooperation.

The event was attended 
by several prominent fig-
ures, including Ramesh 
Chander Kohli, Prem 
Sharma, Subash Gupta, 
Purshotam Abrol, H.R. 
Gupta, Ashok Sharma, 
and many others, who all 
contributed to the suc-
cess of the celebration.

Dimple participates in Janmashtami 
Jhanki procession


