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SRINAGAR, Aug 25
(Agencies): A bride-
groom was injured in
a knife attack amid the
wedding celebrations
at Rakhama area of
south Kashmir's Shop-
ian district on Saturday
evening, reports said.

Quoting official sourc-
es, news agency GNS
reported that unknown
persons came on
bike and phoned the
bridegroom, Mubashir
Ahmad Naikoo, amid
the function of the
night.

Later the official said,
the unknown persons
attacked Naikoo, leav-
ing him wounded, and
then fled.

Naikoo was shifted
to SDH Kulgam from
where he was referred
to SMHS hospital for
advanced treatment,
the official said.

Meanwhile, police
said that a case has
been registered and
a manhunt has been
launched to nab the
attackers.

BSF seeks
additional
manpower
for

drone-
affected
Punjab
Border

JALANDHAR/NEW
DELHI, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): The BSF has
sought the deploy-
ment of an additional
battalion to check the
onslaught of cross-
border drones carrying
drugs and ammunition
and curb infiltration
along the Punjab front
of the India-Pakistan
border.

The force currently
has about 20 battalions
to guard the more than
500-kilometre-long
front, out of which 18
are “actively deployed”
at the border while the
rest are mobilised in
view of the require-
ments at the Attari
integrated check post
in Amritsar and the
Kartarpur corridor at
Dera Baba Nanak in
Gurdaspur district.

The drone menace
that started around
2019-20 along this
front is dominant in
the border districts
of Amritsar and Tarn
Taran. One more
Border Security Force
(BSF) battalion has
been sought to better

secure the Punjab
mTurn to page 9

repeat a few old stal-
warts in the three-phase
Assembly elections to
the 90-member Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly
scheduled to be held on
September 18, Septem-
ber 25 and October 1.
“The names of the
candidates are almost

N

final and submitted to
the high command for
final stamp and the party
this time will be banking
more upon new faces,”
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party sources said.

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
already issued a notifi-
cation for the first phase

date for filing nomina-
tions, with scrutiny on
August 28; the last date
for the withdrawal of
candidature is August
30 and the voting will be
held on September 18.
“The BJP in Jammu

and Kashmir is a party of
=Turn to page 9

“Welcome step”: Omar Abdullah on

reports Jel to contest

SRINAGAR, Aug 25
(Agencies): Reacting
to reports of Jama’at-
e-Islami to contest the
upcoming assembly
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, National Con-
ference vice president
Omar Abdullah said that
the beauty of democracy
is that anyone can con-
test polls.

Speaking to reporters

in Ganderbal, Omar,
as per news agency—

e

Kashmir News Observer
(KNO) he came across

K pol

Is

news reports that Jel
was trying to get its
ban lifted, so they could
contest the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.
“But, unfortunately the
government did not lift
the ban even after elec-
tions were announced
in J&K. Now there are
news reports Jel is field-

ing its candidates
mTurnto page 9

However, the main
shooters are still at large
and a manhunt is on to
nab them, officials said
on Sunday.

Among those arrested
include Sukhchain’s
father-in-law Sarvan
Singh of Tanda, Hoshi-
arpur. Sarvan is father
of his first wife.

Others those arrested
were identified as Jagjit
Singh and Chamkaur
Singh, both residents
of Thath village in Tarn
Taran; Digambar Atri,
the hotel owner, and
Abhilash Bhaskar of
Katra Ahluwalia, hotel
manager.

Police Commission-

gave them room without
taking their ID proofs.
Jagjit and Chamkaur
were known to the
shooters and they shel-
tered them in the Tarn
Taran area after they
shot Sukhchain Singh.
Dhillon said both the
suspects were identi-
fied and a manhunt was
launched to nab them.
One of the suspects
had 10 criminal cases,
including murder bid,
theft, loot and NDPS
cases. One suspect
came out of Kapurthala
jail on bail in Febru-
ary this year while his
accomplice, who
mTurnto page 9

11-member gang of interstate criminals arrested

for killing Jamm

SRINAGAR, Aug
25 (Agencies): An
11-member gang of
interstate criminals,
mostly from Haryana,
were arrested for killing
a cab driver whose body
was recovered from
here, a senior police
officer said on Saturday.

The body of Mangal
Singh, a resident of
Jammu, was recovered

u cabbi

e: SSP Jammu

NP

from Bajalta forest on
Friday, five days after
he was reported miss-
ing while returning from
Katra in Reasi district to
drop passengers at a
railway station.

“Police have success-
fully resolved the case
of the abduction and
murder of the cab driver
by apprehend

mTurnto page 9

2 killed, one injured as
oil tanker plunges into
deep gorge in Kupwara

SRINAGAR, Aug 25
(Agencies): At least two
people were killed and
another seriously injured
when an oil tanker met
with an accident in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kupwara district.

Police said the ill-fated
tanker was on its way to
Kupwara when it skid-
ded off the road after the
driver lost control over
it and rolled down to a
deep gorge at Machil
late Saturday night.

The driver and the
conductor of the vehicle
died on the spot, police

said. They have been
identified as Jasbir
Singh Thakur, a resident
of Balshama Sunderba-
ni Rajouri, and Ankush
Choudhary of Nowshara
in Jammu division.

The seriously injured,
identified as Anu
Sharma of Sunderbani
district, Rajouri, have
been admitted to a
nearby hospital for treat-
ment.

Police have registered
an FIR at Police Station
Kupwara and started an
investigation to ascer-
tain the cause of the
accident.

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

BANDIPORA, Aug 25
(Agencies): The former
Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) from
north Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora, Usman Majid on
Sunday said that he will
be fighting as an inde-
pendent candidate and
“will bargain with the like-
minded party in power
for the best interests of
Bandipora people in the
upcoming Assembly Elec-
tions.”

Majid parted ways with
Congress in 2019 to join
Altaf Bukhari’s Apni Party
as its vice president.

However, in early
August, Majid resigned
from the Bukhari-led
party, terming it neces-
sary to “achieve his objec-
tives.”

Majid said he is in talks
with regional parties, but
he won'’t be a part of any
pre-poll alliance.

He told Greater Kash-
mir that he will fight as an
independent candidate.
This, he said, has also
been supported by the
people of his area.

“Politics is a dynamic
thing, you don’t know
who will form alliance
with who, so | am staying
away from it,” he said at
a youth convention held
in his office today.

However, he said, that
if he is elected, he will
decide about the alliance
after consulting his work-
ers.

While acknowledging
the power of youth, Maijid
said that the youth over-
turned the mainstream
parties in recently held
Lok Sabha elections.

He was referring to
north Kashmir seat where
imprisoned leader Er.
Rashid won a landslide
victory, defeating JKNC
vice president Omar
Abdullah.

Give
mandate to
Mohinder
Bhardwaj
for Vijaypur
seat:
Congress
workers
urge
leadership in
Insaaf rally

JAMMU, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): Several Congress
workers on Sunday urged
party leadership to give
mandate to Mohinder
Bhardwaj in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in
Vijaypur assembly seg-
ment.

The workers during
Insaaf rally said the
constituents of Vijaypur
assembly segment need
a competent, intelligent,
widely acceptable-across

the communities
mTurnto page 9
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Sunday, August 25, 2024

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform about
the sad and untime ly de mise of our beloved Sh. Shadi Lal
Pandita (Bhaisahab) S/o Late Sh Sarvanand Pandita
originally resident of Tangwar Payeen Baramulla who
tragically lost his life in a road accident and left for heav-
enly abode on 22-08-2024 at Jammu. =k
Mourning: Block mo 30 Flat no 5 Lane 7, Jagti Colony| o
Nagrota.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed at Muthi Ghat near
DSEK office Jammu on31-08-2024 at 9:00 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Lalita Pandita - Wife

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sh Sumit Pandita and Smt Neelu Pandita

Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt Sonika Pandita and Sh Dilee p Bhat

Brother & Sister-in-law

Sh Mithan Ji Pandita and Smt Kiran Pandita

Sh Rakesh Pandita and Smt Mee nakshi Pa ndita
Sister & Brother-in-law

Smt Phoola Pandita Wio Late Sh Chooni Lal Pandita
Smt Arcey Pardita and Sh Sanjoo Bhat

Grand Children and all Near and Dear ones
Contact No. : 9797425322, 7051489505, 9596644690

TENTH DAY / KRIYA

with profound grief and sorrow, We regret to
inform the 5ad demise of our belovec
mother Smt.Rani Ganjoo [(Nana Tath), W,/O
Lt.Sh.Omkar Math Ganjoo. R/o Shiv Nagar,
Jammu. who left for heavenly abade on 18th
Aug. 2024 (Sunday) at Noida (Uttarpradesh).
Tenth Day,/Kriya will be performed an 27th
Aug. 2024 (Tuesday) at Ghatganga, Brij
Ghat, District Hapur, Uttar Pradesh.

Grief Stricken:-

Lt. Sh.Omkar Nath Ganjoo (Husband)

Sons & Daughter in law

Mrs. & Mr. Pummy & Suresh Ganjoo

Mrs. & Mr. Madhu & Lt.5h. Rajinder Ganjoo
Mrs. & Mr. Archana & Mahesh Ganjoo
Daughter & Son in law

Mrs. & Mr. Sunita & Sunil Bhan.

Grandsons & Granddaughter - Mohit Ganjoo,

Mamita & Harish Ganjog, Anushka Bhan & Anmol Ganjoo.

SHADMOS/ MASVAAR

Six months have passed, words are not
enough to say how much we miss you.
Everyday, we remember you in our prayers, in
our thoughts. Your memory can never be for-
gotten.

“| talk to you all the time, | hope you hear me
Papa.”
Shadmos & Masvaar of our beloved
Karamyogi Lt. Sh. Sheban Krishan Bhat
(Pandit Ji) will be performed on 27th & 28th Karamyogi
August at Flat T4-102, Ace Auram-Ill, Ravet, | . Sh. Sheban Krishan
Pune. Bhat (Pandit Ji)
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY:-

Mohini Bhat - Wife

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sushant Bhat & Deeksha Pandita

Ajay & Sheetu Bhat - Son-indaw & Daughter

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad
demise of our beloved mother Smt. Veena Raina,
Wio Late Sh. Durga MNath Raina, Phase 1, Housing
Cobny, Udhampur (J&K) who kft for heavenly abode
on 18082024, Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on
Tuesday (27-08- 2024) at Devika ghat at 9:00 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

(Son and Daughter-in-law)

Sh.Vicky Raina and Smt. Shallu Raina

(Daughters and Sons-in-law)

Smt. Neena Koul and Sh. Vinod Koul

Smt. Priva Huku and Sh: Ishan Huku

Smt. Pushpa Raina (Sister-in-Law)

(Nephews and Daughters-in-law)

ShAjay Raina and Smt. Sunita Raina

Sh: Sanjay Raina and Smt. Poonam Raina

Contact Mumbers: 7006377342, 7889904015, 9858120757, 9858604233,
7006194209, 7006194210

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound sorrow & grief we regret to inform the
untimely sad demise of our belbved Chander Kala
(Babli) (Retd. ZEO) wife of Shri C.K Sharma Retd.
DCF Rlo AP 29 - Housing Colony Phase 2nd
Udhampur. The 10th Day will be performed on
Tuesday the 27th of August 2024 at 10 AM at Shiv
Mandir Housing Colony, Udhampur and 11th Day
Kriya will be held on Wed nesday 28th August 2024 at
our residence, Housing Colony, Udhampur.
GRIEF STRICKEN:- :
C.K Shamma -Husband (Red. Dy Corservator of Foresks)
Akhil Sharma - Son (Akhil Tour & Tawals)

Er. Nikhil & Sheetal Sharmma (Son & Daughter in Law)

Dr. Rahul Razdan & Dr. Aditi (Son-in-Law & Daughter)
Mastar Reyarsh

All Sharma & Khajuria Family Members

(M)94 19175579, 6005 751862, 9906009831

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With proiound griefand o mow, we Inform the sad demies
[ our belbved father Sh. Kumalr Singh (5o Lake

Sh. Shadi Lal Pandita
(Bhaisahab)

Smt. Rani Ganjoo

LAY

SMT. VEENA RAINA

CHANDER KALA (BABLI)
(RETD. ZEQ)

August, 2024 at 11 AM ot our esidence.
|Kriva will bz performed on (Tussday) 27th of August,
20124 at 12 Moon al our resdencs .

|G RIEF STRICKEN: -

Sent Srmrt| Davvl (Wife)

Smit Lrmils Devl [Daughter]

Sert. Poopm & Sn Rameshwar Singh (Son & Daughter-in-Law)
[Seré L Rani & Sh Yudhnir Singh [Daughter & Sorvin-Law)
Grré Rty Rani& Sh Ve dnder Singh (Daughter & Son-in-Law)
1Grand Children: Eudraks b Engj‘l,ﬁdl:ﬁ Pralap E'ngh, Deviyani|
Simgh, ¥anzhika Singh, Pransy Dev Singh
Mok: TOOEIS 1721, #1915 2851, 9415104075

SH. KUMAIR SINGH

T AN L

# TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHA
kel With profound grief and sorrow we inform
lha sad demise of our beloved father Dr.
?5 Krishan Kant Sharma (S/o late Sh.Param

#Chand Sharma) Rio Udhampur presently
Faresiding at H.No. 8, Lare no.1, Sec 1-B,
bd Laxmipuram near May Fair International

School Bantabb.
k4 Tenth day will be performed on 26th August

i Monday 11:00 am at our residence,
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Kriya will be performed on 27th August
X Tuesday 12:00 noon at our residence,

k3 Uthala/Rasam Pagdi will be performed on
P8 28th August Wednesday 11:00am to 12:30
i pm at Bawa Kailakh Dev Temple Bantalab
[SJammu (opposite Radha Swami Satsang
byl Bantalab)

G RIEF STRICKEN

p% Smt. Anita Sharma (Wife)

L]

i Son & Daughter-in-law

sl

Fd Amit Sharma and Dr. Shaveta Sharma
35 Dr. Sumit Sharma and Dr. Pooja Padha
i1 Brother & Bhabhi
% Dr. Yogi Raj Sharma & Smt. Lalita Sharma
Adv. Bharat Bhushan & Smt. Surekha Sharma
44 Sister & Brother -in-law
5 Smt. Vidya Sharma
L4 Smt. Prabha Sharma & Adv. Kedar Nath
i Smt. Asha Sharma & Sh. Vijay Kumar
£ Mothe r-in-law
k4 Smt. Kamla Devi wio Late Sh Bharat Bhushan Khajuria
 Brother-in-law & Sister-in-law
(={Sh. Rampaul Sharma & Amita Sharma
kSh. Rakesh Sharma & Rajani Sharma yyonbioniy
5 Sh. Rajinder Sharma & Jyoti Sharma

T A R I R AT A S S R THE T
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With profound grief and sorrow we hereby las
inform premature departure of our beloved Sh.
Surinder Kumar Bhat (Retd. Accounts
Officer) originally from Rohmoh, Pulwama onf
23rd August 2024 at his residence H No 43,8
Lane 2/3, Roop Nagar , Jammu.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on 1st
September 2024 at Muthi Ghat near Director

School Education office at 8:30 A.M.

Deeply Remembered By

Smt. Sarla (Ganjoo) Bhat Wife

Smt. Shiny Bhat & Sh. Rahul Tikoo Daughter and Son in Law
Smt. Monka Bhat & Sh. Vikas Pandita Daughter and Son in Law

Smt. Kundan Bhat W/o Late Dr M.K Bhat Sisterin Law

Smt. Vijgy Pandita & Sh. Avtar Krehan Pandita Sister and Brother in Law
Sh. 5. LBhat & Smt. Pushpa Bhat Brother and Sister in Law

Smt. Dulari Wio Late Sh. Janki Nath Ganjoo of Wanpoh Mother in Law

Smt. Kimn Jad & Sh. Hira Lal Jad Sister in Law and Brotherin Law

Smt. Lsha Kaul Wi Late Sh Satish Kaul Sister in Law

Smt. Suntla Talashi& Sh. Hars Raj Talashi Sister in Law & Brother in Law
Smt. Raka Razdhan & Sh. Yogindar Razdhan Sister in Law & Brother in Law
Maluin side mourning will be at the same residence.

Contact: Sarla Bhat-788 9629 499,

Shiny Bhat-899 9778 154

Dr KRISHAN KANT
SHARMA
Retd. Surgeon Specialist

R T T T e

GRIEF STRICKEN
Sharma Family
Contact No :

Sh. Surinder Kumar Bhat
(Retd. Accounts Officer)

With peodo urd grel & somoe we gl Lo info e a boul e
aad demisa of our belcwed Sk Autar Krishon Kaul &
Lata Samesr Crand Kaul argiraly residant of Achabal
Braartreg o 1908024 a1 O hraduns LRk .
IMouming | Sio Adidya Kawl- Lane Mo 2, phase 1, R
Garfwal Cobmy, Baewals, Dehmadun. Lamd Mark Maki
Puliva
Toenlh Duay Kriya will b parformsd al Handwar (Kashmiri
Uhaemans hads | on daled 5800724 a1 1000 Al
IN GRIEF

Chardekant Kaul (Jip) « Wites

Hatirg Kaul [Sani) - Bhabil

Aditya Feul& Arkoe (5on & Daughior-de-law)
Achala & Vikas Bhan | Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Amrta & Raman B rat {Doughter & Sondn-Law)
{Sistor & Brother in Law)

Sueran Ji B ubna) & Raj Nath Pandits

Mih: T24A110274, S0 9894600

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profaund gral and sormow we inform the sad
demisa of our Mother Smt Chunni Davi We
Lale Sh. Basker Math Peer on 20th Aug onginal-
ly from Vicharnagh Srinagar, Afp residing at H. No
M7 Sector 9, Guragram.

The TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on
20th Aug 2024 al Shree Gaurl Shankar Mandir T-
Block, Phase |, Sedor 1089 Mew Palam Wihar
Gumugram at 8. 30 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Shahjpa & Satuh Wall Daughter & Son in Lew

SH AUTAR KRISHAN
EALL

Al Pearf Misha Pesr- Son & Daughier in L s

rund Clillded SMT CHUNNI DEVI
MNpa d Abhshek

Ananta & Rohit BORILE N

Ehasn Pag ETIEST1T (ANIL PEER)

Ay & Vasudha «Gresl Grand Children BEISITEAI0 SHAHIEE]

And Samast Poor P ok aar BOGGIRT 205 (MISHA PEER)

OBITUARY / 10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and somow, we inform you
aboul the sad demisa of our badoved Mother Smt
Chuni Kak Wio Late Shr K L Kak, at 1248, Secior
15, Panchkula on Wednesday August 21, 2024,
The 10th Day Kriya will be performadon 30th Aug
2024 at Gager Nad near Shani Mandir backside
Golf Club al 7.00 am,

IN GRIEF

{Son and Daughter in Law)

SK. Kak and Rita Kak

Bipin Kak and Pomila Kak
(Daughter and Son in Law)

Veena Kachroo and Bushan Kachmoo
Phone Numbers: 09419121690, 09419198290, 09878955974

-
Smt Chuni Kak

10TH DAY KRIYA

Wit profound gried and sorrow, wa infom the sad
demise of our beloved Sh. Autar Krishan Koul
Slo Late Sh. Janki Nath Koul onginally resident of
ankipora, Srinagar at present B-401, Apex Graen
Valley, Seclor-8, Viaishali, Ghazisbad UP. He left
or heavenly abode on Monday (19-Aug-2024)
Cremation was held on 20th Aug, 2024 at Hindon
Ghat, Ghaziabad,

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on Wednesday,
8t Aug, 2024 at Murad Nagar Ghat, Ghaziabad
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smib Mohini Koul - Wife

Sunil Kumar Koul & Bindra Kouwl - Son & Daug hter-in-law
Sunita & Ay Thussu - Daughter & Son-n-law

Manof Kumar Koul & Phoola Koul - Brother & Bhabhi

Ashok Kumar Koul & Sarg) Koul - Brother & B habhi

Smil Lsha Bhat & Bansi Lal Bhat - Sister & Brother-in-law

Smb Rani Wo Late Sh. Hira Lal Raina - Sister & Brother-in-law
Smt Dular & Raj Math Bhat - Sister-in-law & Co-Brother

Wfinod Raina & Ranjana Raing (In-laws )

bokehin, Yash & Radsta - Grand Children

Koul's, Thussu's & Dhar's

Tel 9811109835, 9654363822

Sh. Autar Krishan Koul

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS —

With profound grief and somow. we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Mother Sardarni Pritam
Kour Wio Lt 5. Inder Singh Rio 108-110, Roulki
Bakshi Nagar, Jammu on 21/8/2024.

Bhog & Antim Ardas shall be held as per the fol-
lowing programma,

Arambh Sri Akhand Path 24 August (Saturday) at
9.00 am,

Bhog Sri Akhand Path 26 August (Monday) &l cur
residence. r
Antim Ardas at Gurudwara Bakshi Magar on Sardarni Pritam Kour
26/82024 from 10.30 am to 12.00 Noon blbwed

by Guru Ka Langar.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughter-in-law & Son

Balbir Kour & Nirmal Singh (Retd (IDAS))

Simmi Kour & Jaswant Singh (Retd. Bank Manager, J&K Bank)

Daughter & Son-in-law

Agya Kour & LL Amar Singh

Ranjeet Kour W/o Lt Gurbachan Singh

Mobile : 9419108515, 9013 (M 6227

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we
inform that Sh. H. N Raina S/o Lt Sh.
\Vedh Lal Raina earstwhile resident of]
Jawahar Nagar, Srinagar at present at
327 Colonel's Calony, Bohri left for his

heavenly abode on 17-08-2024.
10TH DAY KRIYA shall be performed at|
Muthi Ghat at 8.30 AM on 26-08-2024
Monday.

GRIEF STRICKEN
DAUGHTERS & SON IN LAW
[Smt Promila & Sh. Sunil Keul
Smt Kusum & Sh. M.K Pandita
[Smt Sushma & Sh. P.N Koul
[Smt Jyoti & Sh. Sunil Sultan
Smt Monika & Sh. Sunil Gadroo

Sons & Daughters in Law
[Sh. Sanjay Raina & Smt Anuja

SH. H. N RAINA

Sh. Vijay Raina & Smt Soni

Sh. Ajay Raina & Smt Bharti

Grand Children: Pankhil, Manisha &
Manik, Sanchit, Ayushi & lkshek Aarushi,
Parth, Kartik, Swastik, Aadiya & Aamaya

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & pain, we inform all con-
cerned that our beloved, Shree Kewal
Krishan Ganhar 5/o Late Krishan loo
Ganhar & Late Rani ji Ganhar, Originally from
Motiyar Rainawari (Sgr) presently at Indra
Magar (Sgr.) left for his heavenly abode on
20.08.2024 (A/N).

The 10TH DAY KRIYA shall be performed

on 29th of August &t Shurayar temple Ghat| J ;

at 9:30 am. Shree Kewal Krishan
DEEPLY MOURNED BY: Ganhar

Mrs. Lisha Garhar (Wife)

Rajneesh Ganhar & Mrs. Pooja Ganhar (Son & Daughter-in-law)
C.M.Dhar (Brother -in-law)

Mre.Pinky & Dr. Deepak Sharma (Sister 8 Brother-in-law)

Mrs. Nirmala and T.K Dhar, Suman and Or. Ramesh Dhar

Mrs. Urmila and Hemant Kaul

Rahul Dhar Mrs. Misha

Friends & reltives. Contact Number: 7889731676 and 7006287447

TENTH DAY KRIYA |

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad

demise of our beloved Sh. H. K. Koul S5/o Lt. Sh.
Narayan Koul, origimal resident of 279, Narsinghf

IGarh, Srinagar & resident of H. No. 681 Janipur
Housing Colony, Jammu. Currently residing at 138-D;
Pkt A-2 , Mayur Vihar Phase-3, Delhi-96.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on 30-08-2024
(Friday) 06:30 AM at Murad Nagar (Chota Haridwar), (/8

Ghaziabad. .
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Smt. Girja Koul (Wife)

Smt. Mohini Koul (Bhabi) W/o Lt. Prof. P. N. Koul
Smt. Dulari Malik (Sister) W/o Sh. B. N. Malik

In-Laws:

Smt. Krishna & Sh. C. L. Saraf

Smt. Veenaji & Lt. Sh. R. L. Raina

Smt. & Sh. J. L. Raina

Smt. & Sh. Manohar Raina

Sons and Daughters-in-law :

Lt. Sh. Sanjay Koul & Smt. Sujata Koul

Sh. A. K. Koul & Smt. Seema Koul (8076069030)
Daughter & Son-in-law :

Smt. Leena Bhat and Sh. Susheel Bhat (8178056287)

Grand children: Mayur, Twinkle, Chaitanya, Nitya, Sanchita & Ronak
Great-Grandson: Little Mayur

TENTH DAY KRIYA

W th profound grief & so mow we inform the sad demise of o ur
eicved mother Smt. Pushpe Ji {Rups) Wo Lae Sh
Makkan Lal Bhat e Wadipom Handwarm Dt Kupes s
Aip Bamai Opp. Juicas Facory {Bankiab Road) b br her
hsave niy sbode on 20t Auguat 2024

[The TENTH DAY willbo held onAugust 20,2024 Thumaay]

Sh. H. K. Koul

jlﬁ'u'

a1 ki Tl Gl pemai office of Diieciodate of School Edusatian
ks ey s vt 8530 s,

MOURMING b boing obeanved ot Bomai Opp. Jukbe Facwong
{ Bixntay bk Road | Aarmmu.

(GRIEF STRICKEN ;-

e Mo Bha Wio Lais Moban Lal Shet - Sister in L s

o
b

3t Cusa Bhat Yo Late Mot Lol Ehat - Sister in Law

Sk Lal Ji Ehat - Brother in Low

5 Rodoria & Sh Rajirders Bhot [Bodghter in Low & Son)
St Sanjars & Sarjey Bhat [Deughder in Lew & Son)
(Daughter & Sen in Law)

St Mecdu Pandta (Bhat) & Sh Sanjay Pandio

M ol sy Sido

St Riacihe Dt Wo Lk Resche K han [BEHA BI)

[Zrrt £ Zh Javam har Lol Fardis (Bhabi L Brether)

Smt & Sh Menohar Lal Pandis (Bhabl & Brather)

St Mancy Pandits Wio Lol Tej Krishan Pandia  {Bhakbi)
[Srre Ratni Fairn Wo Lade Jagar Nisth Raina (Sister)

S Duss i Wis ShWisy Houl (Sisler & Brothar b Laal
[Grand Childron

Tavish, Unvee, Voo, Samil, Bhavik & Khushol

(Contact Mo: 9536811507, STOTET 50T 1, 541 02BME2D

Smt. Pushpa Ji (Rupa)

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA/UTHALA

With profourd grief and sorrow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Dr P R Sharma (Chest
Physician).

Tenth Day will be performed on 26 Aug 2024
Monday at 10:00 AM at our residence 333/F, %

Colony, Jammu o
Uthala will be performed on 28 Aug 2024
Wednesday at 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm at Ram Mandir, i
Sector-D, Sainik Colony, Jammu

GRIEF STRICKEN

Parveen Sharma (Wife)

Sons & Daug hter-in-laws

Dr. Ashwani Sharma & Dr. Neelu Sharma

Er. Neeraj Sharma & Adv. Neetu Sharma
Brothers & Bhabhis

Sh. Rattan Lal Sharma & Mrs. Satya Devi

Sh. Janak Raj Sharma & Mrs. Chanchal Sharma
Sh.Tula Ram Shama & Smt. Asha Devi
Brother-indaw & Sister

Sh. Keshav Sharma & Smt. Sunita Sharma
Grand Children: Aarshi, Harshul, Ande sha, Sidharth
Mob.: 9419193001; 9797455159

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not

DR P R SHARMA
(CHEST PHYSICIAN)

endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: Shiv
Sena (UBT) Jammu
and Kashmir unit has
demanded immediate
repeal of Hindu Endow-
ments Act 1951, spend-
ing the donation amount
on the welfare of Hindus
and giving first right to
Hindus for admission in
colleges and universities
run by Hindu temples.

In a press conference
held in Jammu today,
state head Manish Sahni
said that it is ironic that in
a country with 80% Hindu
population, the govern-

CUJ ISRO Centre celebrates

ment has malntalned its
complete control over
about four lakh Hindu
temples and donations
whereas on the contrary,
Muslim, Christian and
other religious places

B P

have been given com-
plete exemption.

Sahni said that in the
Constitution of the coun-
try received in 1950,
under Article 26, it was
clearly stated that the

National Space Day 2024
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: First
National Space Day 2024
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm and innova-
tion at the Department
of Electronics and Com-
munication Engineer-
ing (ECE), under the
esteemed patronage of
the Hon’ble Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. Sanjeev
Jain, at the ISRO Centre
of Central University of
Jammu.

Prof. Rakesh Jha, Head
of the Department of
Electronics and Commu-
nication, presided over
the event, while Dr. Pri-
yank Sharma, Assistant
Professor coordinated
the event. The day began
with a formal opening
ceremony where Dr.
Sunil Yadav, Associate
Professor in the Depart-
ment of ECE, highlighted
the significance of space
science and technology
in modern society. His
address set the tone for
a day filled with insightful
discussions and interac-

Two books of Jagdeep Dubey released

tive sessions.

A key highlight of the
event was an expert talk
by Scientist Alok Kumar

Singhal on "Satellite
Communication and lIts
Applications," which
delved into the critical
role of satellite technol-
ogy in various aspects of
communication.

Dr. Sanjeev Yadav,
Assistant Professor, ECE
delivered an expert talk
on "5G Communication
and the Effect of Radia-
tion on Human Beings,"
providing valuable
insights into the advance-
ments and implications of
5G technology.

The celebrations includ-
ed a Poster Competition
for students, encourag-
ing them to creatively
express their under-
standing of space-related
themes.

A quiz competition was
also conducted, testing
the participants' knowl-
edge of space science,
astronomy, and space
missions. The competi-
tive spirit and enthusiasm

among the participants
were palpable, with win-
ners receiving certifi-
cates and space-themed
prizes as tokens of rec-
ognition.

The first three prize win-
ning team were Sourav
Kumar (Team no. 15) ,
Baibhav Kumar and Bal
Krishan Mandal (Team
No. 10), M. Jarhad
Farooq and Keyur Bhar-
gav (Team No. 05) and
Nandani and Megha Jha
(Team No. 02)

The event witnessed
the participation of 15
teams, each showcasing
remarkable knowledge
and creativity.

The day concluded with
a formal vote of thanks
from Dr. Priyank Sharma,
who expressed his grati-
tude to the distinguished
guest speakers, partici-
pants, and volunteers.

He acknowledged their
efforts in making Nation-
al Space Day 2024 a
resounding success and
thanked those who con-
tributed prizes for the
event.

by Dogri Sanstha Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: Dogri
Sanstha Jammu released
two books of Jagdeep
Dubey; one stage play
‘Rukhi Kanak Ni Khayan’
and another collection of
radio plays ‘Das Radio
Natak’.

The release func-
tion was held today in
the auditorium of Dogri
Sanstha at Karan Nagar
Jammu in which the
Former Additional Sec-
retary of JKAACL Dr.
Arminder Singh ‘Amn’
was the chief guest
and veteran Dogri poet
Prakash Premi was the
guest of honour.

Prof. Lalit Magotra Pre-
sided over the function, in
which writers, radio and
stage artists and scholars
were present in a large
number.

The released books
are 9th and 10th books
of Jagdeep Dubey who
has established himself
as a prolific Dogri writer
of high-quality books cov-
ering genres like poetry,
short stories and plays
etc.

Dr. Arminder Singh
‘Amn’, while speaking
about the works of Dubey,
appreciated author’s
mastery both on the
genre of plays as well as
the short stories. He said
that what distinguishes
Dubey from others is his

unique style of writing
and presentation both in
the field of plays as well
as in short fiction. One
cannot discern any trace
of any influence of any of
the senior or established
writers on the writing of
Dubey.

Dubey's flight of imagi-
nation is awesome and
leaves the reader fully
absorbed in his make-
believe world. Amrinder
Singh 'Amn' also appre-
ciated dubey's usage of
chaste Dogri vocabulary
and the idiomatic lan-
guage.

Prakash Premi who has
a long and close asso-
ciation with the author
traced the evolution of
Dubey from his early days
to his growth into a writer
of substance.

He said that though
Dubey has been writ-
ing for a very long time,
having written more than
one hundred radio plays,
fifteen television plays

and more than thlrty
stage plays, seriously
started putting his works
in book form since 2017
only.

It goes to the credit
of Dubey that during
this short period he has
published more than 10
books.

Two critically apprecia-
tive papers were present-
ed in the function by Shiv
Mohan and Ashutosh
Parashar on ‘Das Radio
Natak’ and ‘Rukhi Kanak
Ni Khayan’ respectively.

Both the papers reflect-
ed the in depth study of
the works by the learned
paper readers and gave
fairly good ideas on the
content of the books.

Prof. Lalit Magotra in
his presidential address
complemented Dubey for
his unique and significant
contribution to Dogri lit-
erature. He said that to
enjoy and appreciate
the writing of Dubey, one
should shed all biases

———

government will not have
to interfere in any reli-
gious place.

This article got us rid of
the laws and regulations
of the British and Hindus
got their temples back
but in 1951, a law was
made under the Hindu
Charity Act and the state
governments were given
the full right to control the
temples.

Sahni said that there
are about 9 lakh Hindu
temples in the whole
country and about four
lakh temples are under
government control.

It is not clear where the

Katra Chamber appreciates Jammu

money goes that Hindus
offer to God in the temple
according to their faith.
Sahni has appealed to
all Hindu organizations,
saint society to come
forward and join this
campaign of Shiv Sena
(UBT) for the protection
and upliftment of temples
and take effective steps
with immediate effect in
unity to repeal the 1951
Act which is a blow to the
faith of Hindus.

On this occasion Gen-
eral Secretary Vikas
Bakshi, Vice President
Sanjeev Kohli were pres-
ent.

. police for its exemplary efforts

Top News Report

KATRA, Aug 25:
The Chamber of Tour-
ism, Trade, and Indus-
try, Katra, would like
to extend its heartfelt
appreciation and com-
mendation to the Jammu
Police for their swift and
effective resolution of
the tragic abduction and
murder case of Mangal
Singh, a cab driver from
Jammu. This heinous
crime has shaken our
community, and we stand
united in our gratitude
towards the dedicated
police force that worked
tirelessly to bring the per-
petrators to justice.

Raj Kumar Padha
president Katra Cham-
ber complimented that
the successful appre-
hension of the gang of
interstate criminals from
Ratia Fatehabad, Hary-
ana, was a testament to
the unwavering commit-
ment and professional-
ism of the Jammu Police.

He appreciated the
operation of Jammu
Police which was meticu-
lously conducted under
the close supervision
of Inspector Parvez
Sajad, SHO Nagrota,
and Inspector Nishant
Gupta, SHO Jhajjar Kotli,
with strategic oversight
provided by SP Rural
Jammu, Brijesh Sharma.

Their efforts, along
with the overall guid-
ance of Joginder Singh
SSP Jammu, SP Rural

and preconceived notions
before reading his works.

He weaves the wrap
and weft of his writings in
an unusual manner which
results in the creation of
universes of their own.
He said it is fascinating
experience to go through
his writings.

Prof. Magotra said that
the other interesting
aspects of Dubey's writ-
ing is the language used
in his works, which is typi-
cally the Dogri spoken in
the Udhampur region and
reflects the richness and
variety available in Dogri.

The program was con-
ducted by the literary sec-
retary of Dogri Sanstha
Sushil Begana, in his imi-
table style, who is himself
a prominent Dogri writer.
The vote of thanks was
presented by Prof Shashi
Pathania, Vice-President,
Dogri Sanstha Jammu
and the program was
co-ordinated by Pawan
Verma.

Jammu, and SDPO
Nagrota, ensured that
this complex case was
cracked within an impres-
sive four-day timeframe.

This achievement not
only highlights the effi-
ciency and coordination
of our law enforcement
agencies but also reas-
sures the public of their
safety and the effec-
tiveness of our justice
system.

The Chamber of
Tourism, Trade, and
Industry, Katra, recog-
nized the importance
of such prompt action
in maintaining the trust
and confidence of the
people, especially those
who work in sectors that
rely heavily on the secu-
rity and well-being of our
community, such as tour-
ism and trade.

“We would like to
convey our deepest
condolences to the
family and loved ones
of Mangal Singh during
this difficult time. The
swift justice served by
the Jammu Police brings
a measure of solace to
those affected by this
tragedy,” They said.

Once again, we extend
our sincere thanks to
the entire Jammu Police
team for their remarkable
service and dedication to
justice. We remain com-
mitted to supporting our
law enforcement agen-
cies in their ongoing
efforts to keep our com-
munity safe.

Massive bike rally for war against drugs

~ Zorawar urges Govt to deal
drug smugglers with iron hand

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25:
Demanding death penalty
for those who are proved
guilty for smuggling and
selling Narcotics among
youth thereby spoil-
ing careers and lives of
younger generation, vol-
unteers of Team Jammu
headed by its Chairman,
Zorawar Singh Jamwal
today urged Jammu and
Kashmir LG Administra-
tion to fulfil its commit-
ment of dealing drug
peddlers with iron hands.

An initiative undertook
by Team Jammu, in the
shape of bike rally against
drug abuse, received
over-whelming response
from Jammuities as
people cutting across
party ideology, caste,
creed, colour and religion
came forward to render
their support to make
Jammu free from drugs.

To wage a war against
drug abuse rightly called
as "Narco-Terrorism", the
Team Jammu today orga-
nized anti-drug bike rally,
which turned to a historic
in a sense that members
of the civil society, social
organisations and asso-
ciations of all markets of
Jammu city and its out-
skirts came forward not
only to felicitate organiz-
ers but they themselves
became part of the rally.
In one of the historical
anti-drugs motorcycle

rally in Jammu city,
Team Jammu, a group of
youth from various walks
of life today has given a
strong signal against the
menace of drugs in the
region.

Thousands of Team
Jammu volunteers riding
on bikes including mem-
bers of Bull Riders Motor-
cycle, Survivor Hill Riders
and Himalayan Bulls
Adventure Clubs today
morning thronged at Toph
Sherkhania Bridge on
Akhnoor Road and raised
slogans like “Nashe Ki,
Khatam Karo Bimaari,
Hamara Jammu, Hamaari
Zimedaari”, “Jammu Ko
Bachaana Hai, Nashe Ko
Bhagaana Hai” “Bharat
Mata Ki Jai” “Vande Mata-
ram”, “Jai Jammu, Jio
Jammu”. The bike riders
moved in the shape of
mega bike rally headed
by Chairman Team
Jammu, Zorawar Singh
Jamwal. The rally passed
through A G office, Shakti
Nagar, Rajpura Mangotri-
an, Rehari, Sarwal, Mian
Deedo Chowk, Shakun-
tala Crossing, K C Cross-
ing, Bus Stand, Jewel
Chowk, GGM Science
College and SPMR Com-
merce Road, Talab Tillo,
Gole Pully, Gole Gujral
Crossing, Patta Chungi,
Akhnoor Road and finally
concluded near Toph
Sherkhania Bridge.

At several places, Chair-
man Team Jammu chief

E-AUCTION NOTICE

Zorawar Singh Jamwal
addressing the rally cau-
tioned the people to get
united to wage a war
against drug mafia that is
moving youth dead end of
their precious lives.

"It was a beginning
and an eye-opener for
state administration and
police that they have to
be more strict against the
drug menace in Jammu
Region, otherwise the
time has come when
people of Jammu volun-
tarily under the umbrella
of Team Jammu will
come in the open against
those who are selling the
poisonous drugs," said
Zorawar Singh Jamwal.

Urging the youth to stay
away from drug abuse
and play important role in
nation building, Zorawar
Singh Jamwal further
demanded that JK UT
administration must raise
more infra-structure like
open and indoor stadiums
and promote sports activi-
ties in every district of
J&K so that they remain
physically fit.

Besides, the police
department shall set an
example exposing black
sheep in its department
involved with drug lords
and evolve a mecha-
nism to plug in all routes
of narco smuggling to
thwart all attempts of
Drug Mafia, which is hell
bent to ruin the lives of
younger generation.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Northern Railway, Firozpur for and on behalf of President of India invites E-Auction
from eligible and registered bidders for the following works over Firozpur Division.

Catalogue| Auction Start
No. date/time

Name of work

EAFZR-

06.09.24 at | Allotment of contract for Commercial Advertisement rights through static media in circulating area

14650/F1 & 22552/F1.

OH24-9 12:30 Hrs | (Both sides) at Amritsar Railway Station

EAFZR- 06.09.24 at | Allotment of contract for operation and maintenance of Normal Pay & Use Toilet blocks at Railway
PnU24-3 13:00 Hrs | Station Batala and Gole Bagh Side entry at Amritsar Railway Station

EAFZR- 10.09.24 at | Allotment of contract for leasing of parcel space in Train No /SLR compartment: 22424/F1,
SLR24-49 | 11:00 Hrs | 14674/F1, 12460/F1, 15212/F1, 14604/F1, 12498/F1, 15532/F1, 14618/F1, 15212/R1, 19326/F1,

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website www.ireps.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Government of Jammu&Kashmir
Office of the Superintending Engineer

Mechanical & Hospital Circle, Jammu

e-mail:semedj02@gmail.com website: www.mechjmu.co.in
Ph. 0191-2452999

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

MHCJ/Tech/e-Nit/2024-25/08

Dated: 23.08.2024
Due on : 06.09.2024

On behalf of the President of India, e-tenders in two cover system on turnkey basis are invited from OEM
/Authorized dealers/ Registered/ Reputed firms having sufficient relevant experience of similar nature work
having Average Annual Turnover of not less than300% of the estimated cost during the last three years ending
march 2024 for the work mentioned below:

at Govt. SMGS Hospital
Jammu for 2900 LPM (1200
LPM*2+500 LPM*1) w.e.f
02.06.2024 to 01.06.2025.

Engineer,
Mechanical &
Hospital Circle,
Pammu

S. | Description of work Project | Est | AAA/ Earnest Cost of tender | Time of | Eligibility
No Authority t TS Money document completio Criterion of
Deposit n .
Bidder
1 Comprehensive Annual "2,'},;“;?' 22.08 [ACCORDED Rs BS-t|31000h-00 ; 365 OEM/Authorized
i 9 44500.00 i in the shape of i
Mamtepance ) and |aceociated LACE e Shape g; Challan days /Reglstered' &
Operation service for one | Hospital CDR/FDR  valid | or Demand Draft Reputed firms
year of Oxygen Generation | Jammu lfor 12 months | through J&K Govt. having
plant (M/s Unissi) installed pledged to the | Treasury sufficient
Superintending | indicating

Treasury Voucher
No. & date and
also indicating the
name of work duly
credited to 0059~
PWD (Revenue)
and uploading a
copy of treasury
challan / receipt
on e-tendering
portal.

OR
The bidder may
deposit tender fee
in the shape of e-
Challan through
Account no.
00770102000000
62 in the name
of
Superintending
Engineer,
Mechanical &
Hospital Circle,
Jammu .
Name of Bank:
J&K Bank
Jammu
Branch
Code:GANDHI
IFSC code:
JAKAOGANDHI
MICR CODE:
180051008

experience  as
per  Annexure
“C”Similarnat
ure of work

DIP/J-4729/24

Sd/-
(Er. K.K Khanna)

Superintending Engineer
Mechanical & Hospital Circle
Jammu
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EDITORIAL

DIVERSE
CULTURE

r I Nalking about India in con-
text, India is a country with a
diverse culture, a fact that is

prominently reflected in its people,
culture and weather. From the eternal
snow of the Himalayas to the fields in
the far reaches of the south, from the
deserts of the west to the moist deltas
of the east, from the dry heat to the
coolness of the plateau in the foothills
of the hills, Indian lifestyles clearly
reflect the magnificence of its geog-
raphy. The dress, plan and habits of
an Indian vary according to the place
of its origin.

Indian culture is as varied as its vast
geographical location. People here
speak different languages, wear dif-
ferent clothes, follow different reli-
gions, eat different food but their
nature is same. Whether it is a happy
occasion or a sad moment, people
participate wholeheartedly, experi-
encing joy or pain together.

A festival or an event is not a com-
mittee for a household or a family.
The whole community or neighbor-
hood joins in rejoicing on one occa-
sion, similarly an Indian wedding is
a gathering event, in which not only
the bride and groom but also the two
families come together. Be it their cul-
ture or religion. Similarly, in sorrow,
neighbors and friends play an impor-
tant role in reducing that pain.

Regarding Indian culture, Pt. Madan
Mohan Malviya says that “The vast-
ness and importance of Indian civili-
zation and culture lies in the sacred
feeling of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’,
that is, to establish an identity rela-
tionship with the whole human being.

India’s history and culture is dynam-
ic and goes back to the beginning of
human civilization. It begins with the
mystical culture of the Indus Valley
and goes to the farming community
in the southern regions of India. In
the history of India, there has been
a continuous integration of people
from many cultures located around
India.

Available evidence suggests that
the use of iron, copper and other
metals was prevalent in the Indian
sub-continent even at a very early
time, indicating the progress made by
this part of the world. 4th millennium
B.C. By the end of 1500 AD, India had
emerged as a region of highly devel-
oped civilization.

Indian culture is one of the oldest
cultures of the world. It is believed
that Indian culture is as old as the cul-
tures of Greece, Rome, Egypt, Sumer
and China. India is one of the oldest
civilizations in the world with mul-
ticolored diversity and rich cultural
heritage. Along with this, it has also
been molding itself to the changing
times.

Itis necessary to consider this point
that the traditions and practices of
the Harappan civilization are still
seen in Indian culture, such as the
worship of Mother Goddess, the wor-
ship of Pashupatinath, the tradition of
Yang-Aasan, etc. Apart from this, the
‘nature-human relationship’ has been
emphasized in Indian culture. Our
culture runs on the unbreakable and
companionable relationship between
human, nature and environment.

J&K witnessed landmark elections in 2002

By: LT GEN RETD
VINAYAK PATANKAR

HE Election Commis-
Tsion of India’s (ECI)
announcement on hold-
ing the three-phase Assembly
elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir brought back memories of
the landmark polls held in Sep-
tember-October 2002. While the
forthcoming elections would be
the first in the Union Territory,
the one in 2002 was also signifi-
cant for several reasons.

While there has been a rise
in terror attacks in the Jammu
region in the recent past, it
was the Kashmir valley that
had witnessed an escalation of
terror activities in 2002. It was
the first time that the Jammu
and Kashmir Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) participated
in the Assembly polls. There
was a call for boycotting the
elections, given by the Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat. This was also the
first poll in J&K in which EVMs
(electronic voting machines)
were used.

Even before the announce-
ment of the dates of the four-
phase elections was made, it
was widely known that they
were in the offing. While the
PDP had pulled out all stops
to reach out to the electorate,
the J&K National Conference
appeared to be relying on its
solid organisational structure
down to the grassroots level
in its traditional strongholds.
While the political parties had
already begun their prepara-
tions, the official machinery had
also started gearing up for the
important event. It included,
besides the Central and state
governments, various security
forces and intelligence services.

The dynamic security situation
was being closely watched and
discussed regularly at the Uni-
fied Command Headquarters.
It was apparent that the secu-
rity situation was widely dif-
ferent in urban and rural areas.
The terrorists, wanting to make
their presence felt, were more
active in towns and cities,
which had a large concentra-
tion of population, rather than
in sparsely populated villages
and hamlets. The urban pop-
ulation, which enjoyed better
civic amenities, had more
time to participate in politi-
cal activities. In those areas, it
was relatively easier for ter-
rorists to enlist overground
workers and quasi-political
organisations like the Hur-
riyat. In mofussil areas, daily
life was hard in the absence
of basic facilities like medical
treatment, supply of water and
electricity which left little time
for politics, except at the local
level. The urban population
was thus more polarised along
existing political lines, whereas
rural folk looked forward to the
polls as an opportunity to have
their say to improve their lives.
In the rural areas, the enthu-
siasm to vote in the elections
was palpable, especially among
the youth and first-time voters.
Interestingly, the rural popula-
tion showed greater inclination
to participate at the hustings,
even defying threats and intim-
idation from terrorists and at
times tearing posters warning
voters of dire consequences.
The first phase of the elections
was to be held on September 16,
2002. James Michael Lyngdoh,
then Chief Election Commis-
sioner, visited Srinagar a few
times in the weeks prior to that

to hold detailed discussions
with the state administration
and oversee polling arrange-
ments. He was unequivocal
in emphasising that he would
accept no mismanagement at
booths and would order repoll-
ing as many times as needed to
ensure free and fair polling.

After the official announce-
ment of the election schedule,
the elected state government
went into suspended anima-
tion and the Governor, Girish
Saxena, took charge. About a
week prior to the first round
of polling, he held a meeting
to take stock of the situation
and satisfy himself that all was
in readiness for the big event.
Apart from officials directly
involved in the conduct of poll-
ing, the meeting was attended
by local heads of various securi-
ty forces, intelligence agencies,
senior bureaucrats of the state
government and a few others.
At the end of the meeting, the
Governor wanted to know
what in our estimate would be
the percentage of polling (voter
turnout). As he went around
the room, the estimates varied
from 10 to 20 per cent. The
Army’s estimate of ‘nothing
less than 40 per cent’ seemed
too optimistic to all present,
including the Governor.

By the evening of September
16, reports of polling started
pouring in. As expected, the
percentage was low in urban
areas, but that from the coun-
tryside were above 40 per cent;
in fact, in remote areas along
the border regions and the Line
of Control, where the number
of voters was small, it was as
high as 80 per cent! The overall
turnout that day was almost 48
per cent.

Pakistan’s proxies had already
increased their activities to
somehow force the cancella-
tion of the elections or at least
impede the process. It had also
stepped up its propaganda
broadcasts onradio and TV. An
amusing incident occurred on
September 16. That evening, in
around-up of news from ‘India-
occupied Kashmir’, a Pakistani
TV channel showed fake foot-
age of “‘unwilling voters” being
‘pulled out from their houses
to cast their votes” by Indian
security forces, besides other
‘atrocities” being committed
by them. The red-faced chan-
nel had to withdraw the story
in a hurry as it became known
that there was no polling in that
constituency that day, having
been countermanded following
the death of a candidate due to
cardiac arrest!

All four phases of the elections
were conducted smoothly. At
the planning stage, the ECI
felt that it had a tough assign-
ment ahead; various agencies
involved in holding the elec-
tions also considered it to be
a challenging task. However,
the skeptics and naysayers
were proved wrong in the end.
While the ECI, along with the
state and Central governments
deserved to be applauded for
the successful conduct of the
election, the real winners were
the people of J&K.

In the end, the elections
reflected the true will of the
people. People elected those in
whom they placed their trust to
make a fresh start with a new
dispensation. It was a victory
of the ballot over the bullet, a
paradigm shift in the political
landscape of J&K.

Layered & complex world of translation

By: SUPRIYA KAUR
DHALIWAL

arlier this month, I
Efound myself in Colom-
bo, Sri Lanka, a place
where languages seem to
hang in the air like humidity,
pressing down on the city
in a palpable, almost tactile,
way. I had come as a Punjabi
translator for the inaugural
SALT (South Asian Literature
in Translation, a multi-year
project at the University of
Chicago) Summer School, an
opportunity that promised to
be remarkable.

As I stepped into my role as
a translator of Punjabi into
English, surrounded by other
translators — each of us teth-
ered to our own languages
like lifelines — I couldn’t
help but feel that the air there
was thick with the echoes of
Sinhala, Tamil, Bengali, Urdu
and Hindi, a cacophony of
tongues that felt at once for-
eign and familiar. Even Eng-
lish seemed out of place here,
as though it, too, was trying
to assert itself in a landscape
that resisted any kind of easy
categorisation.

I felt this resistance in me
as I moved through my days
there, listening, observing,
translating, and yet never
quite arriving at a full under-
standing of where I was, or
who I was within it.

In Punjabi, the language of
my home and my translation,
I've often felt a sense of alien-
ation. This feeling likely stems
from the underlying tension
I've always been exposed to

— that Punjabi is the other
language, not just another
language. So, returning to
Punjabi after I've established
alternate careers in alternate
languages isn’t merely wish-
ful thinking.

In one of my favourite pod-
casts, Indy and Dr, the host,
Indy, speaks with a represen-
tative from Naujawani, an
online media platform. Indy
poses a question: “If Punjabi
is the seventh largest lan-
guage in the world and still
growing, why is there such
a fixation among my genera-
tion, or the generation above
us, on the idea that Punjabi is
dying?” Naujawani responds
reasonably, “I'd guess there
are a number of reasons.
Probably, the most prominent
is that we are a very negative
community because of all
we’ve faced over the last 50
to 75 years, including numer-
ous defeats. All these negative
experiences lead us down a
road where we start to believe
we're constantly under attack,
that we're besieged, and so
we resort to tropes like the
Punjabi language is dying.”

However, many millennials
and Gen Z individuals aren’t
anywhere close to believing
that the Punjabi language is
dying. We have our ways
of staying connected to it —
through music, literature,
films, and translation.

In a translation workshop,
translation felt less like a
mechanical process and more
like meditation. We found
ourselves deeply immersed
in our texts, feeling the weight
of each word, the flow of each

line, and the silences between
them. I realised that my role
was not just to translate the
words, but to convey the
essence of them — to allow
the audience to feel what the
writer felt, even if the words
themselves were different.
This was not a task I could
accomplish alone; it required
me to draw upon my own
experiences, my own under-
standing of both languages,
and the shared history of our
cultures — all this accompa-
nied by the companionship of
other translators.

While I was a part of the
multilingual prose workshop,
working on translating some
Punjabi short stories into
English, there were separate
strands of workshops for
Bangla, Hindi/Urdu, Tamil
and multilingual poetry. In
the workshops that solely
focused on translating from a
single language, the authors
whose works were being
translated were present in
the seminar room. We heard
many anecdotes, but the most
fascinating reflections came
from the Hindi/Urdu trans-
lators, who were translating
a two-page short story by
Asghar Wajahat, which we
had the opportunity to hear
him read at the inaugural
event.

Our co-translators from the
Hindi workshop told us that
since their group was work-
ing on translating the same
story, sometimes their days
were so rigorous that by the
end of it, they had only been
able to translate three to four
sentences. This made me re-

evaluate translation not just
as a task to be completed,
but as a way of being in the
world, of engaging with the
complexities and contradic-
tions inherent in any act of
comprehension in any given
language.

I thought of Kate Briggs’
words in ‘“This Little Art’, “If
a translation is like a table,
then it has known and is open
to different kinds of making
(for example, both its ini-
tial assemblage and its later
repeated setting).”

By the end of the Summer
School, I realised that Colom-
bo had become a kind of met-
aphor for the act of translation
itself — messy, layered, com-
plex, resistant to easy under-
standing. I left with a sense of
incompletion, of something
unfinished, unsaid. And per-
haps, that is the true purpose
of translation, not to erase dif-
ferences or to smooth over the
rough edges, but to dwell in
the space between, to inhabit
the tension, the discomfort,
the uncertainty. In translat-
ing, we are not merely bridg-
ing gaps; we are acknowledg-
ing them, respecting them,
and allowing them to exist.

Colombo, in all its chaotic,
incomprehensible beauty,
taught me this. And for that,
I am grateful.

(The writer is the
author of “The Yak
Dilemma’)
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Quality QCFI Delhi Chapter - 17th Chapter
Convention on Quality organized at SMVDU

Top News Report

KATRA, Aug 25: This
convention was inau-
gurated by Prof. Balbir
Singh, Dean Academic
Affairs of SMVDU as the
Chief Guest.

In his inaugural address,
he emphasized on quality
improvement of life using
eight dimensions of qual-
ity given by Professor
David A Garvin.

He congratulated
QCFI — Delhi Chapter
for spreading the need
of Quality Concepts in all
the sectors across India.

Dr. Purohit shared his
views on various quality
concepts. A K Verma,
Hon. Secretary during
his welcome address
said that our chapter is
committed to reaching
all kinds of organizations
in the manufacturing and
service sector.

At SMVDU this is the
3rd convention where
participants are going to
share success stories.

G Venkataramanan,

Top News Report

DODA, Aug 25: The
Low Paid Government
Employees Federa-
tion (LPEF), Doda Unit,
expressed deep sorrow
over the sad demise of
Abdul Samad Banday, a
retired Medical Assistant
from the Department of
Health and Medical.

Banday, who served in
various places throughout
Doda, was known for his
dedication, intelligence,
and helpful nature. He
was a respected figure
in his department and
was fondly referred to as
"Dr. Samad Sahib" by
the people of his village,
Barath, for his contribu-
tions to the community
and his role in promoting
Hindu-Muslim brother-
hood.

A condolence meeting
was held under the chair-
manship of the District

Chairman QCFI Delhi
Chapter is especially
concerned about shar-
ing the best practices,
like structured problem
solving and TQM, with
the students from the
interior parts of the coun-
try so that we achieve
much greater heights of
operational excellence.
And this will help the Skill
India mission to not only
achieve but surpass the
fulfilment of goals.
During last few years
QCFIl organized all
conventions on TQM,
Kaizen, Quality Circles

President, Niaz Ahmad
Rahi.

Senior leaders of the
LPEF, including Ghulam
Hassan Pampori, praised
Banday for his exceptional
service and intelligence.

Shakeel Ahmad Dev
mentioned that Banday
was his mentor, and Er.
Nazir Ahmad Sheikh
highlighted the great loss
to society, acknowledg-
ing Banday as a pillar of
communal harmony and
a dedicated worker in his
department.

and 58 etc in Engineer-
ing Colleges and Univer-
sity. In this convention
250 participants of 53
teams from more than
32 organizations such as
Rashtriya Chemicals and
Fertilizers, Bharat Elec-
tronics, RG Industries,
Spark Minda, Vardhman
Industries, Hero Moto-
Corp, NTPC, Ralson,
JCB, Tata Power, Roop
Polymers, Gabriel India,
Lumax Auto, Mondelez,
etc. presented their suc-
cess stories.
Valedictory Session
was chaired by Prof.

The members of the
federation prayed for the
departed soul, asking God
to grant him the highest
place in Jannah and to
give strength to his family
members to bear the loss.

The condolence meet-
ing was attended by vari-
ous dignitaries, including
Ghulam Hassan Bagwan,
Faizan Tramboo (Presi-
dent NHM), Mohd Igbal
Balwan, Amjad Shokeen,
Ikhlag Ahmed Lone, Molvi
Abdul Hameed, Manzoor
Ahmad But (President YSC
Club Doda), Abid Pampori,
Riaz Ahmad Mintoo, Dr.
Mubashir Mintoo, Mohd
Saleem Wani, Kanla
Singh, Santosh Kumar,
Puran Chand, Mohd Rafiq
Malik (spokesperson of
Contractor Association
Doda), Mohd Shafi But,
Nayeem Ahanger Kisht-
wari, Ghulam Rasool PDD,
and many more employees
and retired personnel.

Vivek Bali visits Kangahall
Achabal Constltuency

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, Aug 25:
JD(U) State General
Secretary Vivek Bali on
Sunday visited areas of
Kanganhall Achabal in
Anantnag.

The area he visited
Kanganhall where he
met with various public
delegations and listened
to their pressing pleas.

Interacting with the
people, Bali assured
them JDU leadership is
concerned about their
grievances and will take
all measure necessary
for the welfare of general
public.

"People have now
reposed their faith in
Janata Dal (United) and
with every passing day
scores of people are join-
ing the party fold which
is an ample proof that
our Party is here to stay
and serve the people,"

he said.

Side by side awared
people about the right
to vote and urged them
to caste vote in favour
of honest and dedicated
candidates contesting
elections for Panchayti
Polls.

This is beauty of
democracy where people
are at liberty to choose in
between right and wrong
and Panchayti Raj Insti-
tutions are an important
pillar to contribute for the
all round development

and for the strengthening
and building of a strong
Nation.

The meeting was

attended by Qazi
Faheem State organis-
er, Dilawar Singh Senior
Leader, Bashir Ahmed
shah Senior Leader,
Sunita Raina other lead-
ers.

The local inhabitants
of the area thanked JDU
leader Vivek Bali for
taking immense pain to
visit the area and listen
to the public pleas.

Botany Department, GDC Budhal

organizes plantation drive

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Aug 25: The Department
of Botany, Government Degree College
(GDC) Budhal organized a one-day plan-
tation drive within the college campus.

The event aimed to promote environ-
mental sustainability and enhance the
campus's green cover. More than 80
saplings were planted during the drive.

The day commenced with the digging
of pits across the campus. Faculty mem-
bers, along with students, actively par-
ticipated in this initial stage, showcasing
a strong commitment to environmental
conservation. Once the pits were ready,
the saplings were carefully planted by the

participants.

The selection of saplings was made

carefully keeping in view the climatic
conditions and ecological benefits.

The plantation drive concluded with a
brief ceremony where the Principal of
the College reflected on the importance
of such initiatives in combating climate
change and promoting a greener future.

He also appreciated the efforts of all
involved and emphasized the need for
continuous care of the newly planted sap-
lings to ensure their growth and survival.

He emphasized that such initiatives
not only provide significant ecological
benefits but also enhance the aesthetic
appeal of the area.

Supran Sharma, Direc-
tor DQA, SMVDU.

During his address he
emphasized on the need
of Building Quality Cul-
ture to face the present
global challenges. Mr.
Aniruddha Kaushik Chief
Judge congratulated all
the teams and manage-
ment of participating
organisations for provid-
ing their employees a
stage to share their suc-
cess stories.

He also shared oppor-
tunities for improvements
in their next projects
based on Pre evaluation

and case study presenta-
tions. Case study presen-
tations were evaluated
by Dr Irfan UlHaq, Dr.
Sanjay Sharma, Dr Varun
Dutta faculty SMVDU
along with Jury team
from organizations Arun
Kumar-Mankind Pharma,
Sanjay Kapar-JCB,
Poonam Paul-Vardhman.
Dr S B Purohit.

Students from vari-
ous schools of SMVDU
played an active role
in the smooth conduct
of the convention. The
teams were duly felici-
tated. Credit of success
in organizing and coor-
dination goes to B. K.
Bhatia, Placement Officer
SMVDU and Ashwani,
Ankita and Santosh of
QCFIl Delhi Chapter.
Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice
Chancellor, SMVDU con-
veyed thanks to QCFI for
organizing chapter con-
vention at SMVDU and
stressed on effective use
of quality circles in solv-
ing day to day problems
in the organizations.

J&K EJAC constitutes

_ Tehsil committee for Gool |

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Aug 25: The
Employees Joint Action
Committee (EJAC) Tehsil
Unit Gool held a meeting
under the leadership of
Tehsil President EJAC
Gool, Jalil Ahmed Sheikh,
during which a new Tehsil
body was constituted for
Gool.

Wajahat Hussain Nike
(Department of Forest)
appointed as Tehsil
Senior Vice President,
Trsool Singh (Depart-
ment of Physical Edu-
cation) as General Sec-
retary, Mohd Amin Nike
(Department of School
Education) as Vice Presi-
dent, Shabir Ahmed Bhat
(Department of Educa-
tion) as Coordinator,
Zakir Hussain (Depart-
ment of Agriculture) as

Organizer, Mohd Sharif
(Department of Animal
Husbandry) as Publicity
Secretary.

Meanwhile, the Dis-
trict President of EJAC
Ramban, Ch. Ashraf Hus-
sain, congratulated all the
newly nominated office
bearers of EJAC Gool.

He expressed his con-
fidence that the newly
appointed leaders will
work diligently for the
welfare of employees.

Illicit liquor recovered
accused arrested

Top News Report

REASI, Aug 25: The
Reasi Police have made
significant progress in
their ongoing efforts
against drug abuse and
illicit liquor smuggling. In
a recent operation, the
police team from Police
Post Talwara apprehend-
ed an individual, identified
as Anchal Singh, son of
Budhi Singh, resident of
Migrant Colony Talwara
in Reasi district. During
routine checking and frisk-
ing, the police recovered a
substantial amount of illicit
liquor from his posses-
sion, including 47 quarters
of JK Desi whiskey (180
ml each) and 8 quarters
of JK Desi whiskey (250
ml each).

A case has been reg-
istered under FIR No.
145/2024 U/S 48(A) of
the Excise Act at Police
Station Reasi, and an
investigation has been
launched to trace both
the forward and backward
linkages involved in the
smuggling operation.

The Reasi District Police
have reaffirmed their com-
mitment to eradicating the
menace of drug abuse
and illicit liquor smuggling
from the area. They have
called on citizens to sup-
port their anti-drug efforts
by providing information
about illegal activities
through the district police
anti-drug helpline number
9070907017, assuring
confidentiality for those
who come forward.

Non-CUET application

form reopened at GCW

Kathua

Top News Report

KATHUA, Aug 25: The
Government Women's
Degree College, Kathua,
informs all students that
the Higher Education
Department (HED) has
instructed the reopening
of non-CUET application
forms for admission to
the first semester (NEP)
for the academic session
2024-25.

The application forms
will be available from
August 25, 2024, to
September 4, 2024. All
interested and remaining
students are encouraged
to fill out the non-CUET

application forms within
this period.

Students are advised
to complete their appli-
cations promptly to avoid
any inconvenience.

Candidates need to
log on to [https://jkad-
mission.samarth.ac.in/
index.php/site/login]
(https://jkadmission.
samarth.ac.in/index.php/
site/login).

A step-by-step guide
for filling out the non-
CUET application formis
available in PDF format
on the Samarth portal,
accessible via the fol-
lowing link: Non-CUET
Application Form Guide.

Understanding boundless nature
of soul: Madhuparamhans

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25:
Sadguru Shri Madhu-
paramhans Ji Maharaj
of Sahib Bandagi on
Sunday delivered an
enlightening discourse
at Mishriwala, where he
delved into the profound
nature of the soul.

He emphasized that
the soul is distinct from
Pran (life force) and is
not merely bound by
the physical aspects of
existence. While Pran is
essential for the func-
tioning of the body, the
soul transcends it.

Shri Madhuparam-
hans Ji Maharaj
explained that although
the soul cannot be cap-
tured or bound, it has, in
a metaphorical sense,
bound itself through
attachment and illusion.

He likened this to a
dog living in a glass
house, which, upon
seeing its own reflec-
tion, mistakenly
believes there are many
dogs and becomes con-
fused. Similarly, people

are deceived by the
illusions of the material
world, much like how
mirrors in shops create
the illusion of vastness.

The soul, he said, has
trapped itself in this
cycle of illusion, much
like the dog that eventu-
ally perishes barking at
its reflections.

He also addressed
the widespread issue
of addiction, noting
that despite being fully
aware of the dangers,
individuals continue
to indulge in harmful
habits.

This, he explained, is
due to the overpowering

influence of the mind's
evil tendencies, which
compel individuals to
act against their better
judgment. Even when
people acknowledge
the impermanence of
the world, they remain
entangled in attach-
ments and material
desires.

Maharaj Ji further
highlighted the incred-
ible subtlety of the
soul, comparing it to
a tiny droplet of water
that can be divided infi-
nitely.

Despite its subtlety,
the same soul has the
capacity to animate
both the colossal body
of an elephant and the
minuscule body of an
ant. This demonstrates
the soul's wondrous and
unfathomable nature.

Through his dis-
course, Shri Madhu-
paramhans Ji Maharaj
encouraged the con-
gregation to reflect on
the true nature of the
soul and to rise above
the illusions and attach-
ments that bind it.

LPEF holds condolence meetlng

- Sanjay Aggarwal receives Vyapar

~ Rattan Award by FTII

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25:
Sanjay Aggarwal, Man-
aging Director, Jammu
Motors (P) Ltd received
Vyapar Rattan Award by
Federation of Trade and
Industry of India (FTII)
during the FTII Global
Conference 2024 held at
the Constitution Club of
India, New Delhi.

FTIl Global Conference
is a prestigious gather-
ing of trade and industry
leaders from India and
abroad which promises
an enriching experience
for all attendees, foster-
ing new business oppor-
tunities and strengthen-
ing existing networks.

Vyapar Rattan Award
was given to the most
deserving businessmen
from India and abroad.
This accolade recognizes
exceptional contributions
to the field of trade and
industry.

Naresh Bansal, Member
Parliament, Rajya Sabha
was the Chief Guest of
the Conference.

Harsh Malhotra, MoS
Ministry of Road, Trans-
port and Highways and
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, Govt Of India,

Sunil Singhi Chairman,
National Trader's Welfare
Board, Ministry of Com-
merce & Industry, Gov-
ernment of India and Dr
Romesh Khajuria, Chair-
man, Ministry of Textile,
Govt of India were the
Guest of Honor.

Radhey Shyam
Sharma, Patron FTII, Dr
Sanjay Bansal, National
President FTII, and Raj
Kr Khandelwal, National
General Secretary FTII
were also present at the
occasion.

Sanjay Aggarwal is the
Founder and Manag-
ing Director of Jammu
Motors (P) Ltd. The com-
pany currently has fran-
chise of Maruti Suzuki
India Ltd. With 26 years
of experience in all
aspects of automobile
business, Aggarwal has
a proven track record of
aggressive growth in all
divisions of the company.
Aggarwal is a well known
face across all the sec-
tions of the society and
always believes in social
causes for the benefit of
the society.

Aggarwal is currently
also the Chairperson of
Federation of Automo-
bile Dealers Associa-

tions Jammu and always
takes up initiatives to
solve the issues related
to the automobile sector
in J & K by taking it up
with concerned govern-
ment authorities. He has
served as Co Chair of
PHD Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry Jammu
Chapter.

He is also associated
with Confederation of
Indian Industry (ClIlI),
Jammu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(JCCI) and Jammu Auto-
mobiles Dealers Associa-
tion (JADA) as its Execu-
tive Member.

The Federation of
Trade and Industry of
India (FTII) is a national
organization that serves
as the voice of India’s
Trade and industry. FTII
is dedicated to promoting
and protecting the inter-
est of India’s commercial
activities where trade and
Industry comes into the
picture.

Their mission is to
create a business envi-
ronment that is conducive
to growth and prosper-
ity and to ensure India's
businesses and indus-
tries remain competitive
in the global marketplace.

Brahmin Sabha Kathua to honour
meritorious students on Sept 5

Top News Report

KATHUA, Aug 25: A
meeting was held on
Sunday at the Brahmin
Sabha in Kathua to dis-
cuss the upcoming felici-
tation ceremony sched-
uled for September 5.

The event will honor
meritorious students from
the Brahmin community
for their outstanding aca-
demic performance. This
annual ceremony aims
to encourage and recog-
nize the achievements of
these talented students.

Dr. Dushyant Ubbat, the
president of the Sabha,
highlighted that the pri-
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mary goal is to motivate

young achievers and
acknowledge their suc-
cess in the field of edu-
cation.

Vice President Colonel
Ved Prakash Sharma
emphasized that such
events promote aware-
ness and inspiration
towards education within
the community.

The Sabha's General
Secretary, Sat Pal Man-
sotra, shared that stu-
dents from across the
district who have shown
remarkable academic
excellence have been
invited to the event.
Chief Organizer Surinder

Mehta added that honor-
ing students serves as a
significant motivator and
helps elevate the educa-
tional standards within
the society.

Youth President Manuj
Kesar urged all members
of the Brahmin commu-
nity to actively participate
in the program and sup-
port the students. The
meeting was attended
by several key members,
including Ajay Sharma,
Rakesh Sharma Babli,
Deepak Parashar, Bal
Krishan Sharma, Master
Amarnath Sharma,
Suresh Sharma, and
Subhash Sharma.
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Music is the source of the most creative moments
in one’s life: Amitabh Bachchan

He

Megastar Amitabh Bachchan
shared that he had a day of
surprises, duty, discipline and
music, which he says is the
source of the most creative

moments in one’s life.

Amitabh took to his blog and
wrote, ... A day of surprises and
duty and discipline and music.
Music is and shall ever be the
source of the most creative

moments in one’s life.’

He added, ‘They elevate, they
swim past the glories and hor-
rors of life, they bring the soli-
tude to the mind and the body ..
they travel rapidly to the end of

the World, and back ..’

‘Music sets your mind to
the realm of imagination and
dreams of that special moment
when fulfillment of those dreams
so passionately craved for,
come into your own , or rather
their own to serve or banish our

thoughts ..’

‘But your resistance shall
ever be that one motivation

which shall survive all else and
redeem any misgivings .. if ever

ree in Bachelor of Science in 1962

there were any .. | do not ..’
The actor is currently seen

hosting the quiz based reality
show, where he had revealed
how much he scored in BSc.
He said that he only scored 42
percent.

‘BSc. kar liya hum bhi bina
jaane ki kya hota Bsc. Science
main ache number aaye toh
hum apply kardiye. (I did BSc.
without knowing what it was.
| scored well in Science and
hence applied for it.)’

‘10 saal main humne seekha
tha science main scope hai
woh 45 minutes main khatam
kardiya. (I had always heard that
there is scope in science. In just
45 it changed everything)’

‘Paheli baar jab gaye toh fail
hogaye... Firse jaakar diya
jawaab toh badhi mushkil se
42 percent aaya humara. Bach
gaye. (First time | failed... Then
when | attempted with great diffi-
culty | scored 42 per cent.),” said
Amitabh, who graduated with a
degree in Bachelor of Science
in 1962.

When Salman Khan visualised not
himself but these superstars in big

ticket films

Salman Khan is one
of the biggest and most
bankable Bollywood
superstars today but
there was a time when
the actor’s confidence
was a bit shaky.

It was around the
making of his debut as
a lead in ‘Maine Pyaar
Kiya’ when Salman was
under-confident about
headlining a big ticket
film. The actor always
pictured his friends
Jackie Shroff or Anil
Kapoor in the roles that
were narrated to him.

Jackie and Anil were
the biggest of the stars
in the 1980s having
worked together on
several films like ‘Ram
Lakhan’, ‘Karma’,
‘Parinda’ and others
so, it was natural for
Salman to picture them
as the headliners for
event films.

In an old interview,
Salman recalled a

moment from the
shoot of the famous
song ‘Kabootar Ja Ja’
which brought tears
to his eyes. He said,
“I was about 18 years
old. There was a truly
memorable moment
during the shoot for the
song ‘Kabootar Ja Ja Ja’
when | suddenly knew
that this was the role for
me”.

‘Maine Pyaar Kiya’,
which established
Salman as a star, re-
released in theatres on
August 23, and is sure
to bring a plethora of
nostalgia to relish.

For the casting of the
lead, Vindu Dara Singh,
Deepak Tijori and
Faraaz Khan auditioned
for the role of Prem.
While Faraaz Khan, son
of actor Yusuf Khan who
played the villainous
Zabisco in ‘Amar Akbar
Anthony’, was almost
finalised for the role, but

he was replaced at the
last minute due to health
issues. The role even-
tually went to Salman
Khan, and earned him
commercial success.

“During several nar-
rations, I'd imagine
Jackie Shroff or Anil
Kapoor in those roles,
but | could never actu-
ally see myself doing
big films. That moment
was the first time | really
felt, ‘Yes, | can do this’.
| had tears in my eyes,”
the actor added.

The film, which was
released on December
29, 1989, saved the pro-
duction house Rajshri
Productions, which was
on the verge of closing
down.

Meanwhile, Salman
will be next seen in
‘Sikandar’. The film,
produced by Sajid Nadi-
adwala, and directed by
AR Murugadoss is set
to release on Eid 2025.

Ruhani Sharma reacts to people
judging her leaked intimate
scenes from Agra

Actor Ruhani Sharma
penned a heartfelt note
on social media days
after her upcoming
Hindi film Agra leaked
online. The actor writes
that she feels judged,
given how the internet
reacted to her intimate
scenes from the film,
which premiered at the
Cannes Film Festival
Directors’ Fortnight in
2023.

‘How quick some are
to judge’

Intimate scenes from
Agra have been doing
rounds on X (formerly
Twitter), with many judg-
ing the actor for agree-
ing to do such scenes.
Many also objectified
and trolled her with
ill intent. Ruhani now
shared a note on Insta-
gram claiming that she
had been ‘holding back’
but chose to address it
now as it's been ‘weigh-
ing heavy’ on her.

She wrote, “It's heart-
breaking to see our
months of hard work,
dedication, and passion
being disregarded in
this way. Creating an art
film is an intense jour-
ney filled with countless
challenges, sleepless
nights and unwavering
commitment.” Ruhani
added, “What’s even
disheartening is how
quick some are to judge
without understanding
the blood, sweat, and
tears that go into bring-
ing such a project to
life.”

She went on to call
Agra a ‘labour of love’
writing how the film pre-
miered at Cannes and
has been acclaimed
internationally. “I stand
by my choices, and I'm

incredibly proud of this
film, and the entire team
that made it happen. For
those who may not fully
grasp or appreciate this
style of filmmaking, |
ask for your respect. Art
isn’t always meant to be
easy or comfortable - it's
meant to challenge, to
evoke emotion, to make
us think.”

She ended the note
with asking people to
‘uplift and celebrate
cinema’ instead of
‘tearing down’ artists.
Numerous fans and
celebrities left sup-
portive comments
under her post. Actor
Lavanya Tripathi wrote,
“You go girl.” Singer

/!

Chinmayi Sripada left
heart emojis, while Chi
La Sow director Rahul
Ravindran wrote, “Never
been more proud of you
Roo.”

Upcoming work

Agra will be Ruhani’'s
debut theatrical Hindi
film. She previously
starred in the 2019 Zee5
web series Poison and
the JioCinema web film
Blackout in Hindi this
year. The actor, who
has mostly worked in
Telugu will soon star in
a Tamil film titled Mask.
In Telugu, she was
last seen in Saindhav,
Operation Valentine and
Sriranga Neethulu this
year.

Bengali female actor levels ‘misbehaviour’ charge against
eminent Malayalam filmmaker Ranjith

A Bengali actor has
levelled accusation of
misbehaviour against
eminent Malayalam film
director and chairman
of the state-run Kerala
Chalachitra Academy,
Ranjith, spelling fresh
trouble for the Pinarayi
Vijayan government
which is facing opposi-
tion heat on its alleged
inaction over the Jus-
tice Hema Committee
report.

The report had
revealed instances of
harassment and exploi-
tation of women in the
Malayalam cinema
industry, prompting
calls for action against
the guilty.

The filmmaker has
reportedly rejected
Mitra’s charge and said
he was the “real victim”
in the case.

Key LDF constituent
CPIl was among those
seeking a probe into the
allegation of Bengali
actor Sreelekha Mitra,
who has recalled a
years-old incident in the
backdrop of the ripples
being created by the
Justice Hema Commit-
tee findings.

“The person concerned
(Ranijith) is a big name in
Malayalam film industry
and a national award
winning director. | went
to his residence to dis-
cuss an upcoming film
project and | did not like
his behaviour. He made
certain advances subtly
and | felt uncomfortable
while we were discuss-
ing the script,” Mitra told
agency in Kolkata.

He did this without her
consent and she made
her disapproval very
clear. “I immediately
communicated my deci-

sion not to be part of the
project any more, left the
place and came back to
Kolkata the next day,”
she added.

“I don’t know if he has
treated other female
actors in the film indus-
try in the same way. It
is upto them to open up
or not if they had faced
similar situation. May be
his power and influence
played a role for others
to not to speak out,” she
added.

Mitra said she did not
have any such expe-
rience in the Bengali
cinema industry, but
that there could be simi-
lar situations for other
female actors as well
with regard to someone.
Such women should
muster the courage and
speak out without any
fear.

“The incident in Kerala
was years back...butitis
heartening that women
are speaking out with
greater vigour and con-
viction against any form
of misconduct now,
taking out rallies, and |
am looking forward to
the day when number of
any instance of gender
abuse, misconduct will
go down and women
will not have such har-

rowing tales any more,”

Mitra added.
In Kerala, many
demanded Ranjith

stepped down as the
Chairman of the film
academy. Several
people including well-
known filmmaker Dr
Biju came out against
Ranjith.

While opposition Con-
gress said it expects
Ranijith would step down
as film academy chair-
man, BJP said he has no
moral right to continue.

CPI national leader
Annie Raja urged the
government to carry out
a probe based on Mitra’s
allegations and wanted
to keep Ranjith away
from the position during
investigation.

Kerala Cultural Affairs
Minister Saji Cheriyan
assured the govern-
ment would not protect
anyone who had com-
mitted a wrong.

If the allegations
against Ranjith were
proved, action would
surely be taken against
him, he said in a Face-
book post.

He told the media
earlier Ranjith is one of
country’s eminent film-
makers and that he had
already responded to

the actor’s allegation.

“The allegation raised
by the actress and the
reply given by Ranijith
are in front of us. If she
has a complaint, let her
come here and lodge a
complaint. Then we will
take action in accor-
dance with the law,” he
said.

No case can be regis-
tered based on just alle-
gations and such cases
won'’t stand, Cheriyan
added.

He underlined the
government’s support
for women who face
harassment at their
workplaces and said
stringent action would
be taken against wrong-
doers.

Health Minister Veena
George said all facilities
and support would be
provided to the actress
to lodge a complaint
against the director.

“If she wishes to go
ahead with the com-
plaint, the government
will provide all facilities
for the same. The gov-
ernment’s stand is clear
in this. The CM has
already made it clear
that the government
won'’t protect wrongdo-
ers,” she said.

Higher Education
Minister R Bindhu said
action would be taken
after understanding the
facts in the issue and
said she expects the
government would do it,
as a woman has come
up with such a com-
plaint.

Sharing similar views,
Women’s Commission
chairperson P Sath-
idevi said she came to
know about the allega-
tions about the actress

through the media and if
itis proved correct, Ran-
jith should step down as
academy chairman.

Opposition leader V
D Satheesan also said
Ranjith is an acclaimed
director who has con-
tributed several good
movies in the Malay-
alam film industry.

“As a friend and as a
brother, | request him to
step down as film acad-
emy chairman. | think he
will step back from his
current responsibility,”
the Congress leader told
reporters.

BJP state chief K
Surendran attacked
Cheriyan and Ranjith
and said both of them
should quit.

“Ranijith has no moral
right to continue in the
position. A victim herself
has come up with the
complaint. She raised
the allegation openly....
before the public soci-
ety,” he told a press
conference in Thiruva-
nanthapuram.

He accused Cheriyan
of challenging the legal
system in the country by
defending Ranijith.

Annie Raja said the
actress has raised the
allegation and named
the accused person
also.

“So, the government
should carry out a
probe into it and action
should be taken based
on that. When such a
probe is being carried
out, he should be kept
away from the position
of Academy chairman,”
she said. The legal
system permits him to
return to the same posi-
tion if the allegations are
proved wrong.

Varun Dhawan joins Sunny Deol in ‘Border 2’: Dharti maa jab bulati hai...

In an Instagram post, Sunny Deol officially welcomed Varun Dhawan onboard ‘Border 2. The filin is scheduled

The team of ‘Border
2’ made an official
announcement about
Varun Dhawan join-
ing the film’s cast. The
sequel to the 1997 hit
film is fronted by Sunny
Deol. The announce-
ment was made by
Sunny on social media
as he posted a clip fea-
turing Varun’s voice in
the background.

“Dushman ki har
goli se Jai Hind bol
kar takrata hoon, jab

dharti maa bulati hai,
sab chhod kar aata
hoon,” he says in the
video. The post further
revealed that the film is
scheduled for release
during the Republic
Day weekend, January
23, 2026. Speculations
were rife for a while
about Varun joining the
film, produced by JP
Dutta and Nidhi Dutta.
This is going to be the
first war-drama of the
actor’s career.

for release during Republic Day, 2026.

Earlier, various reports
suggested that Ayush-
mann Khurrana had
agreed to play a soldier
in the film.

However, he backed
out later, citing creative
issues. A report in Mid-
Day quoted a source
saying he was “unsure”
about his position in the
film. “Ayushmann was in
talks to play a soldier in
the sequel.

While both Ayushmann
and the makers were

keen on collaborating,
the actor felt unsure
of his positioning in an
ensemble led by Sunny
Deol, a towering star
in his own right,” the
source said.

The same report men-
tioned that the makers
are also keen on getting
Diljit Dosanjh onboard.
The popular actor-sing-
er has now become an
international sensation,
and even though there’s
no confirmation on his

presence in the film yet,
he was approached for
a role in the film. “Noth-
ing is confirmed yet. But,
Diljit was approached
by the makers. It will
be a treat to see Diljit
and Sunny together
on screen, given their
strong audience base in
north India,” the report
added.

‘Border 2’ will be direct-
ed by Anurag Singh, who
has previously helmed
‘Kesari’, ‘Punjab 1984,

‘Jatt & Juliet’ and ‘Dil
Bole Hadippa!’, among
others. The film was
announced on June 13,
2024, marking 27 years
of ‘Border’. It has been
declared “India’s biggest
war film” by the makers.

Meanwhile, Varun
was recently seen in a
cameo in ‘Stree 2.

The actor has got
‘Bhediya 2’, ‘Baby John’
and an untitled film
directed by his father,
David Dhawan.
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Those who commit crimes against women won't he
spared: PM amid Kolkata horror

PM Modi addressed the nationwide outrage over rising crimes against women, and assured that

the government was strengthening laws to ensure perpetrators do not go unpunished.

JALGAON, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): In a strong message amid
rising concerns over crimes
against women, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sunday
assured that those commit-
ting such offences “will not be
spared.”

Speaking at the Lakhpati Didi
event in Maharashtra’s Jal-
gaon, PM Modi addressed the
recent nationwide outrage over
cases like the Kolkata doctor’s
rape and murder, the Badlapur
school sex abuse case, and the
Assam gangrape.

“We are strengthening and
making stricter laws for crimi-
nals who commit sins against
women,” the Prime Minister
said.

PM Modi highlighted the gov-
ernment’s efforts to enhance
legal frameworks and enforce-
ment mechanisms, including the
introduction of amendments to
existing laws and the creation
of new systems to make justice
more accessible to victims.

“Earlier, there were complaints
that FIRs were not filed. We
brought the BNS [Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita] and made a lot
of amendments,” he said. “If a
woman does not want to go to
the police station, she can file
an e-FIR. Nobody can change
or tamper with an e-FIR.”

On the issue of crimes against
women after marriage, PM Modi
noted that his government has
introduced specific amend-

ments to the BNS to address
such concerns. He assured that
the central government stands
firmly with state governments in
tackling crimes against women.

“Today, | challenge you - keep
the seven decades of previous
governments on one side and
put 10 years of the Modi gov-
ernment on the other scale...
The amount of work that the
Modi government has done for
the sisters and daughters of the

country, no government has
done after Independence,” he
said.

The Prime Minister was in Jal-
gaon to interact with ‘Lakhpati
Didis,” women members of self-
help groups who have achieved
an annual income of Rs 1 lakh.
During the event, PM Modi felici-
tated 11 lakh new Lakhpati Didis
and disbursed bank loans total-
ling Rs 5,000 crore, benefiting
25.8 lakh members of 2.35 lakh
self-help groups (SHGs).

Since the inception of the
Lakhpati Didi scheme, one crore
women have joined the initia-
tive, with the government set-
ting an ambitious target to make
3 crore women Lakhpati Didis,
news agency reported.

Lauding the Eknath Shinde
dispensation’s focus on empow-
ering women and fostering
economic growth, PM Modi
remarked, “Mahayuti govern-
ment means a government for
development.”

“U in UPS stands for...”: Mallikarjun Kharge

jabs centre on pension move

NEW DELHI, Aug 25
(Agencies): Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
today took a swipe at
the Narendra Modi
government over what
he called was a “gov-
ernment of U-turns”,
a day after the Centre
announced its approval
of the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS).

The UPS provides
an assured pension,
minimum pension, and
assured family pension.

Mr Kharge said the ‘U’
in UPS stands for “Modi
government’s U-turns.”

“Post June 4, the
power of the people has
prevailed over the arro-
gance of power of the
Prime Minister. Rollback
in the budget regarding
long-term capital gain/

indexation, sending
Wagf Bill to joint par-
liamentary committee,
rollback of broadcast
bill, rollback of lateral
entry,” Mr Kharge said
in a post on X.

“We will keep ensuring
accountability and pro-
tect 140 crore Indians
from this despotic gov-
ernment,” the Congress
chief said.

In response, BJP
spokesperson Tuhin
Sinha told agency that
wherever the Congress
rules, such as Telanga-
na and Karnataka, they
always end up making
a mess of the finances.

“Every morning, they
(Congress) come and
spread lies. They have
nothing to do. The New
UPS has been in the

works for over a year.
Finance Secretary TV
Somanathan conduct-
ed over 100 meetings
before it was finalised.
Unlike the Congress,
who thinks in extreme-
ly hasty manner, and
messes up finances
where they are in power,
in Telangana and Karna-
taka, the central govern-
ment takes care before
taking key decisions,”
Mr Sinha told agency.

Fulfilling long-pending
demands of government
employees ahead of
the assembly elections
in Haryana and Jammu
and Kashmir, the cabi-
net meeting, chaired by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, approved the
UPS.

The new pension
scheme also guarantees
an assured minimum
pension of ¥ 10,000 per
month on superannua-
tion after a minimum of
10 years of service.

This option scheme will
benefit 23 lakh central
government employees,
and the number would
rise to 90 lakh if state
governments want to
join the scheme.

Under the Old Pension
Scheme (OPS), retired
government employees
received 50 per cent of
their last drawn salary
as monthly pensions.

The amount keeps
increasing with the hike
in the dearness allow-
ance rates. OPS is not
fiscally sustainable as it
is not contributory, and
the burden on the exche-
quer keeps mounting.

Illicit drug trade not only a
challenge for India but also a
global issue: Amit Shah

RAIPUR, Aug 25

(Agencies): Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said
the illegal narcotics
trade is not only a chal-
lenge for India but also
a global issue, stress-
ing that the country can
fight the menace if it
pursues with determina-
tion and strategy.

Addressing a meet-
ing at a hotel in Nava
Raipur on the scenario
of narcotics substances
in Chhattisgarh, Shah
emphasised the need
to adopt four formulas
of ‘drug detection, net-
work destruction, culprit
detention and addict
rehabilitation’ in achiev-
ing success.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has pledged
to make the country
drug-free in 2047 when
the 100th year of the

country’s independence
will be celebrated and
gradually the resolution
has become the reso-
lution of the 130 crore
population.

“I believe that the res-
olution of a drug-free
India is very important
in making a prosperous,
safe and glorious India,”
Shah said.

The illicit drug trade
is not only a challenge
for India but also a
global issue, he said,
pitching for the need to
raise awareness of this
menace.

“If we pursue with
determination and
strategy, we can win
this fight,” he said, cau-
tioning, “several coun-
tries have lost their fight
against it”.

Besides aiming at
destroying youth, the
money generated

through the illicit narcot-
ics trade is also used for
anti-national activities,
he said.

“It is also our national
responsibility to make
the country drug-free
with a zero-tolerance
policy,” he said.

Shah also expressed
concerns over the use
of narcotic substances
in Chhattisgarh. He said
that the percentage of
sedative use in Chhat-
tisgarh is 1.45 which is
more than the national
average.

Chhattisgarh shares
a border with seven
states including Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh
from where drug smug-
gling is done.

Chhattisgarh has
reported 4.98 per cent
use of ganja which is
more than the national
average of 2.83 per cent
and itis a matter of con-
cern, he added.

Shah, who is on a
three-day visit to the
state, virtually inaugu-
rated the zonal office of
the Narcotics Control
Bureau in Nava Raipur
at the beginning of the
meeting.

4 Arrested for gang raping teen
in maharashtra, main accused
yet to be held

MUMBAI, Aug 25
(Agencies): Four
people were arrested on
Sunday over the alleged
gang rape of a 15-year-
old girl in Maharashtra’s
Dharashiv. The main
accused in the case is
still at large, an official
said.

According to the offi-
cial, the incident took
place on Saturday after-
noon when the teenager
was going to a grocery

shop. Prime accused
Vijay Ghadge (25), who
knows the girl, invited
her to his house.

Four other men were
present at Ghadge’s
house. Citing the FIR,
the official said Ghadge
first raped the teenager
following which two
others sexually assault-
ed her.

The teen informed her
family members about
the gang rape after

reaching home. They
then filed a police com-
plaint.

Police have arrested
four persons, all farmers
from the same locality,
while Ghadge is on the
run.

A case has been
registered under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS) and Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act,
the official added.

Man, 35, arrested for killing wife,
child in Arunachal Pradesh

ITANAGAR, Aug
25 (Agencies): A man
allegedly killed his wife
and child in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Longding dis-
trict, a police officer said
on Sunday.

Police arrested
35-year-old Gangngam
Gangsa, a resident of
Khanu village of the
district for allegedly
killing his wife Ngam-
jun Gangsa and their
child Phagang Gangsa
on Saturday, Long-
ding, Superintendent
of Police (SP) Dekio
Gumja said.

According to the SP,
one Mangu Pansa filed
an FIR at Longding
police station alleging
that Gangngam Gangsa

had shared a picture of
his wife and their child
in a WhatsApp group,
claiming responsibility
for their murder.

Upon receiving the
information, a police
team accompanied by
the complainant and
executive magistrate
Bini Shiva, arrived at
the scene and found the
bodies of the woman
and the infant, the SP
said, adding that the
accused was immedi-
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ately arrested and taken
into custody.

A local ‘dao’ and
spade were seized
from the crime scene,
he said, adding that a
post-mortem examina-
tion was conducted and
the bodies were handed
over to relatives.

A case has been regis-
tered and an investiga-
tion is going on to find
out the reason behind
the gruesome murder,
the SP added.

Fiscal bungling: CBI searches premises of
former RG Kar hospltal pr1nc1pal 14 others

NEW DELHI/KOLKA-
TA, Aug 25 (Agencies):
CBI officials on Sunday
conducted searches on
the premises of former
principal of RG Kar
Medical College and
Hospital Sandip Ghosh,
ex-MSVP Sanjay Vash-
isth and 13 others in and
around Kolkata in con-
nection with their probe
into alleged financial
irregularities at the insti-
tute, officials said.

The anti-corruption
unit of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) also searched the
residences and offices
of those engaged in
supplying materials for
the management and
care of patients.

At least seven officers
of the Central probe
agency have been
questioning Ghosh at
his Beliaghata residence
since 8 am, while others
were grilling Vashisth,
the former medical
superintendent and vice-
principal of the hospital,
and another professor
of the forensic-medi-
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cine department of the
medical establishment,
among others, they said.

Accompanied by a
huge team of Central
forces, the CBI team
reached Ghosh’s resi-
dence around 6 am but
was made to wait for
nearly one-and-a-half
hours before he opened
the doors, the officials

said.

The other officers of
the Central agency
went to the residence of
a supplier in Howrah, he
added.

“Vashisth is being
questioned on how
much he knew about
the financial irregulari-
ties that happened in
the hospital when he
was the MSVP,” he said.

Another team of CBI
officers also conducted
searches at the ex-prin-
cipal’s office in the hos-
pital and also went to the
canteen in the academic
building.

They asked present
principal Manas Kumar
Bandyopadhyay to
reach the hospital in the

morning and accom-
pany them during their
searches in the medical
establishment.

A postgraduate train-
ee woman doctor was
allegedly raped and
murdered in the semi-
nar hall of the hospital
on August 9, following
which a Kolkata Police
civic volunteer was
arrested.

The gruesome crime
resulted in nationwide
protests by doctors and
citizens.

On the direction of the
Calcutta High Court, the
CBI registered cases
into the killing as well as
alleged financial irregu-
larities.

All 5 arrested for gang-raping minor in public
bus in Dehradun

UTTARAKHAND,
Aug 25 (Agencies):
Amid the ongoing
investigation into the
gang rape of a minor at
Inter-State Bus Terminal
(ISBT) in Uttarakhand’s
Dehradun, police on
Sunday claimed to have
arrested all five accused
in connection with the
case.

Dehradun Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP), Ajay Singh, said

that a case has been
filed at Patel Nagar
Police Station under the
POCSO Act. The police
are currently working to
gather evidence against
the accused.

SSP Singh also urged
both electronic and print
media, as well as online
platforms, to avoid pub-
lishing unofficial infor-
mation regarding the
case.

“Only the official press

releases issued by the
police regarding this
incident should be con-
sidered authorized and
published. Apart from
this, if anyone broad-
casts or publishes any
news related to the
incident without any
official information/con-
firmation, then the entire
responsibility will be on
the concerned party,” he
said.

SSP Ajay Singh also

mentioned that Section
23 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act 2012
(POCSO) Act, it is writ-
ten under the procedure
for media: No person,
from any type of media
or studio or photogra-
phy-related facilities,
without having any com-
plete or authenticated
information, shall make
any such report or com-
ment on any child that

may harm his reputation
or violate his privacy.

The Dehradun SSP
added that if any news is
published or broadcast
without any authenticat-
ed information regard-
ing the incident, then,
as per Section 23 of the
POCSO Act, if the crime
is found to have been
committed, then legal
action can be taken
against the concerned
person.

Man, 42, arrested for raping
12-year old g1r1 in Maharashtra

PALGHAR, Aug 25 (Agencies): Police
on Sunday arrested a 42-year-old man
for allegedly raping a 12-year-old girl
in his neighbourhood in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, an official said.

said.

Accused Rama Ganpat Bhoir, a resi-
dent of Tarapur, allegedly committed
the crime on Saturday afternoon, he

Bhoir entered the girl's home when
she was alone and raped her. He fled
from the spot after she raised an alarm.

After being informed by her about the
sexual assault, the girl's parents filed a
police complaint, the official said.

Police have registered a case against
Bhoir under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) section 64 (rape) and the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, the official said.
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Middie East crisis: 100 Israeli jets strike Lehanon
as Hezhollah fires hundreds of Katyusha rockets

The attacks come as Egypt hosts new round of talks aimed at ending Israel-Hamas War

JERUSALEM, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): Israel launched a wave of
airstrikes across southern Leb-
anon early on Sunday in what
it said was a pre-emptive strike
on Hezbollah, as the militant
group said it had launched hun-
dreds of rockets and drones to
avenge the killing of one of its
top commanders last month.

The heavy exchange of fire
threatened to trigger an all-
out war that could draw in the
United States, Iran and mili-
tant groups across the region.
It could also torpedo efforts
to forge a cease-fire in Gaza,
where Israel has been at war
with the Palestinian group
Hamas, an ally of Hezbollah,
for over 10 months.

By mid-morning, it appeared
that the exchange had ended,
with both sides having confined
their attacks to military targets.
But the situation remained
tense, and the full extent of
casualties and damage was not
immediately known.

The Israeli military said Hez-
bollah was planning to launch
a heavy barrage of rockets and
missiles toward Israel. Soon
after, Hezbollah announced
it had launched an attack on
Israeli military positions as an
initial response to the killing of
Fouad Shukur, one of its found-
ers, in an Israeli airstrike in
Beirut last month.

The attacks came as Egypt
hosts a new round of talks aimed
at ending the Israel-Hamas War.
Hezbollah has said it will halt the
fighting if there is a cease-fire in
Gaza. Iran supports both groups
as well as militants in Syria, Iraq
and Yemen who might join any
larger conflict.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, speaking at
the start of a Cabinet meeting,
said the military had eliminat-
ed “thousands of rockets that
were aimed at northern Israel”
and urged citizens to adhere to
directives from the Home Front
Command.

“We are determined to do
everything to defend our coun-
try, to return the residents of the
north securely to their homes
and to continue upholding a

simple rule: Whoever harms us
— we will harm them,” he said.

Air raid sirens were reported
throughout northern Israel, and
Israel’'s Ben-Gurion internation-
al airport closed and diverted
flights for approximately an hour
due to the threat of attack. Isra-
el's Home Front Command has
raised the alert level in northern
Israel and encouraged people to
stay near bomb shelters.

Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, an
Israeli military spokesman, said
Hezbollah had intended to hit
targets in northern and central
Israel. He said initial assess-
ments found “very little damage”
in Israel, but that the military
remained on high alert. He said
around 100 Israeli aircraft took
part in Sunday’s strikes.

Lebanon’s Health Ministry
reported that two people were
wounded in the Israeli strikes in
southern Lebanon. One of them,
a 17-year-old Syrian, was hos-
pitalised, civil defence officials
said. Separately, a fighter for the
Amal group, which is allied with
Hezbollah, was killed in a strike
on a car, Amal said.

Hezbollah said its attack
involved more than 320 Katy-
usha rockets aimed at mul-
tiple sites in Israel and a “large
number” of drones. It said the
operation was targeting “a
qualitative Israeli military target
that will be announced later” as
well as “enemy sites and bar-
racks and Iron Dome (missile
defence) platforms.”

Hezbollah later announced
the end of what it said was the
first stage of retaliatory strikes,
which it said would allow it to

launch more attacks deeper into
Israel. But a later statement said
“military operations for today
have been completed.”

The group said all the explod-
ing drones it launched hit their
targets, without saying how
many. It listed 11 bases, bar-
racks, and military positions
that it said it targeted in northern
Israel and the Israeli-annexed
Golan Heights. It also dismissed
Israel’s claim that its pre-emp-
tive strikes had succeeded in
warding off a stronger Hezbol-
lah attack.

Randa Slim, a senior fellow
at the Washington, DC-based
Middle East Institute, said
Sunday morning’s exchange
was “still within the rules of
engagement and unlikely at this
point to lead to an all-out war.”

In the US, a spokesman for
the National Security Council,
Sean Savett, said President Joe
Biden was “closely monitoring
events in Israel and Lebanon.”

“At his direction, senior US
officials have been communi-
cating continuously with their
Israeli counterparts,” Savett
added. “We will keep supporting
Israel’s right to defend itself, and
we will keep working for regional
stability.”

The Pentagon said Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin spoke
with his Israeli counterpart, Yoav
Gallant, about Israel’s defens-
es against Hezbollah. Austin
“reaffirmed the United States’
ironclad commitment to Israel’s
defense against any attacks by
Iran and its regional partners
and proxies,” a statement said.

In recent weeks, diplomats

from the US and European
countries have made a flurry
of visits to Israel and Lebanon
in an attempt to tamp down the
escalation that they fear could
spiral into a regional war.

Last week, Israel's defence
minister said he was moving
more troops toward the Leba-
nese border in anticipation of
possible fighting with Hezbollah.

Hezbollah began attacking
Israel almost immediately after
the start of the war in Gaza,
which was triggered by Hamas’
October 7 attack into Israel.
Israel and Hezbollah have been
exchanging fire almost daily,
displacing tens of thousands
of people on both sides of the
border. Until Sunday, both sides
had been careful to avoid all-
out war.

Hezbollah, which fought Israel
to a stalemate in the summer
of 2006, is believed to be far
more powerful than it was during
that conflict. The United States
and Israel estimate it has some
150,000 rockets and is capable
of hitting anywhere inside Israel.
The group has also also devel-
oped drones capable of evad-
ing Israel’s defences as well as
precision-guided munitions.

Israel has one of the world’s
best militaries and an extensive
multi-tiered missile defence
system, and it is backed by a
US-led coalition that helped it
shoot down hundreds of mis-
siles and drones fired from Iran
earlier this year. The US military
has been building up its forces
across the region in recent
weeks.

Israel has vowed a crushing
response in the case of all-out
war, one that would likely demol-
ish critical civilian infrastructure,
especially in south Beirut and
southern Lebanon, where Hez-
bollah’s main strongholds are
located. A war would likely dis-
place hundreds of thousands of
people on both sides.

Hezbollah is a close ally of Iran,
which has also threatened to
retaliate for the killing of a senior
Hamas leader, Ismail Haniyeh,
in an explosion in Tehran last
month that was widely blamed
on lIsrael, which has not said
whether it was involved.

29 people killed as bus falls into ditch
in Pakistan’s Punjab province: Report

LAHORE, Aug 2
(Agencies): At least
29 people were killed
after a passenger bus
fell into a ditch in Paki-
stan’s Punjab province
on Sunday, according

to a media report.

The bus was travel-
ling with 30 passengers
from Haveli Kahuta to
Rawalpindi, Geo News
reported quoting sourc-
es said.

The accident took
place near Pana
Bridge.

According to the
sources, the cause of
the accident - which
occurred in a moun-
tainous area - is not yet
known, the report said.

The local residents
are retrieving the
bodies from the bus,
while the police and
the rescue teams are
on their way to the site
of the incident.

Kahuta is a tehsil in
the Rawalpindi district
and is one hour away
from the city.

Thirteen dead after migrant
boat sinks off Yemen:

UN agency

Eleven men and two women were among those confirmed dead,
as search operations continue to locate the missing, including the
Yemeni captain and his assistant, the IOM said.

DUBAI, Aug 25
(Agencies): At least 13
people have died when
a migrant boat sank off
Yemen, also leaving 14
missing, a UN agency
said Sunday, in the
latest disaster on the
perilous migration route.

“Thirteen people have
tragically lost their lives
and 14 others remain
missing after a migrant
boat capsized off the
coast of Yemen’s Taez
governorate on Tues-
day,” the International
Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM) said.

The vessel had depart-
ed from Djibouti carrying
25 Ethiopian migrants
and two Yemeni nation-
als, according to the UN
agency.

Eleven men and two
women were among
those confirmed dead,
as search operations
continue to locate the
missing, including the
Yemeni captain and his

assistant, the IOM said.

It noted that the
cause of the shipwreck
remains unclear.

“This latest tragedy is
a stark reminder of the
perils faced by migrants
on this route,” said Matt
Huber, the acting chief
of IOM’s mission in
Yemen.

Tens of thousands of
migrants set off yearly
from the Horn of Africa,
seeking to escape con-
flict, natural disasters
or poor economic pros-
pects and sailing across
the Red Sea in a bid to
reach the oil-rich Gulf.

The IOM recorded
over 97,200 migrant
arrivals in Yemen in

2023, surpassing the
previous year’'s num-
bers.

The latest shipwreck
follows similar incidents
off Yemen in June and
July that left dozens
dead.

Migrants who do reach
Yemen often encounter
further threats to their
safety, as the Arabian
Peninsula’s poorest
country has been mired
in civil war for nearly a
decade.

Many are trying to
reach Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf Arab coun-
tries where they can
find employment as
labourers or domestic
workers.

Cop among 4
injured in crash,
knife attack in
Sydney, suspect
arrested

SYDNEY, Aug 25 (Agencies): Four people, includ-
ing a police officer, were injured in a car crash and
subsequent stabbing incident in Sydney, Australia on
Sunday, reported ABC News.

Police said in a statement that “a crash and sus-
pected stabbing” occurred at a highway intersection
in the suburb of Engadine around 9 a.m. No one was
killed in the attack, police said.

Officers arrived at the scene and found a man who
appeared to have been stabbed allegedly running
from the scene.

Police used a Taser to subdue and arrest the man.
A male police officer suffered a wound to his left wrist
during the arrest.

Sky News Australia said that the 55-year-old suspect
stabbed others and himself before he was taken into
custody.

A 40-year-old woman, who police believe was a pas-
senger in one of the vehicles involved in the crash,
had multiple stab wounds. Another person received
emergency treatment at the scene after suffering a
heart attack.

Sydney has seen a spate of knife attacks this year,
prompting the New South Wales state government to
toughen its knife laws.

According to news agency, the state parliament
passed laws in June giving police electronic metal-
detecting scanners to check people without a war-
rant at shopping centres, sporting venues and public
transport stations.

In April, six people were killed and 12 injured in a
knife attack at a mall in Sydney’s Bondi area.

Flash flood on
Indonesia’s
eastern Ternate
Island leaves

11 dead

TERNATE ISLAND,
Aug 25 (Agencies): A
flash flood following
torrential rains on Indo-
nesia’s eastern Ternate
Island left 11 people
dead on Sunday.

Search and rescue
teams working with
local residents recov-
ered 10 bodies in Rua
village in North Maluku
province. The team
was working to retrieve
one more body, accord-
ing to Bram Madya
Temara, an official from
the island’s search and
rescue agency.

The flash flood swept
away residential areas
and cut off the main
road and access to
Rua. Dozens of houses
and buildings were
buried in mud.

Heavy rains cause
frequent landslides and
flash floods in Indone-
sia, where millions of
people live in moun-
tainous areas or near
floodplains.

Kamala Harris faces uphill battle to win back
muslim votes in swing state

DEARBORN, Aug 25 (Agencies): In key
US swing state Michigan, Democratic voters
of Arab and Middle Eastern heritage say
Kamala Harris is going to have to win them
back after they were alienated by President
Joe Biden’s handling of Israel’s military
offensive in Gaza.

The town of Dearborn, home to 110,000
people and a cultural hub for Arab Ameri-
cans, could play a decisive role in deciding
the fate of the battleground state in Novem-
ber’s presidential election.

Members of the community interviewed by
agency said they were willing to hear what
the vice president had to say and weigh their
options -- a marked change from the outright
hostility towards Biden.

“We are in a listening mode right now,” said
Osama Siblani, publisher of The Arab Ameri-
can News.

Accepting the Democratic presidential nom-
ination at the party’s convention on Thurs-
day, Harris pledged to get a Gaza ceasefire
“done” and ensure Palestinians realize their
right to “dignity, security, freedom and self-
determination.”

But there was outrage among pro-Palestin-
ian delegates that their request for a speaker
spot at the convention was rejected. The
group Muslim Women for Harris-Walz said
the decision sent a “terrible message” and
announced it was disbanding and withdraw-
ing its support from the campaign.

Harris, who has vowed “not to be silent”
about the suffering of Palestinians, recently
met with members of the national “Uncom-
mitted” movement that led the charge against
Biden during the Democratic primary pro-
cess.

Although she made no firm promises, lead-
ers said she impressed them with a show of
empathy.

At the forefront of concerns are Israel’s 10
months of military operations in Gaza, which
have devastated the Palestinian enclave
since the war began in response to Hamas’s
attack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

Growing influence

Michigan, home to the “big three” automak-
ers -- Ford, General Motors and Chrysler
-- has long been an essential stop for White
House aspirants.

Economic downturns in the 1970s led many
to leave the so-called “Rust Belt” state, just
as unrest in the Middle East brought new
waves of Lebanese, Iraqi, Yemeni, and Pal-
estinian immigrants.

“We’re a global city, where nearly 55 per
cent of our residents are of Arab background,”
said Dearborn Mayor Abdullah Hammoud in
arecent interview. “For many of us, when you
talk about what’s happening in Gaza, these
are our family and our friends.”

Famous as the birthplace of Henry Ford,
Dearborn appears at first glance just like any
small US city, with its wide thoroughfares and
strip malls.

But it is also home to the Islamic Center of
America -- the largest mosque in the country
-- and countless Middle Eastern supermar-
kets, eateries, and coffee shops.

When Siblani first started his newspaper
in the mid-1980s, he remembers the then-
mayor campaigned on a platform to address
the “Arab problem.”

But as the community’s numbers grew, and
the children of blue-collar factory workers

took up positions as lawyers, doctors, and
businesspeople, so too did their political influ-
ence.

‘Lesser of two evils’

Historically socially conservative, Arab and
Muslim Americans heavily favoured George
W. Bush in the 2000 election.

Years of the US “War on Terror” -- which
saw wars in the Middle East and Afghanistan,
and Muslim American communities put under
stricter law enforcement scrutiny -- swung
them firmly to the Democratic camp.

In 2018, southeast Michiganders elected
Rashida Tlaib, the first Palestinian-American
in Congress -- a milestone for the community.

Three Arab-American mayors have also
recently been elected in suburbs known for
historic racism towards non-whites.

Angered by former president Donald
Trump’s travel ban on Muslim countries,
support for Israeli settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank, and more, Dearborn voters
overwhelmingly backed Biden in 2020, help-
ing secure Michigan for the Democrats by a
slim margin.

Residents here are tired, however, of being
asked to vote for the “lesser of two evils”
and instead want candidates who will deliver
on demands, such as a permanent cease-
fire and an end to the supply of weapons
to Israel.

“I think VP Harris has a window of opportu-
nity,” said Faye Nemer, a community activist
and CEO of the MENA American Chamber of
Commerce. “She can either continue Presi-
dent Biden’s legacy or set her own agenda.”

Arab Americans in Dearborn have been
impressed by Harris’s pick of Tim Walz as her
running mate. Walz has taken a conciliatory
approach to opponents of the war, unlike
Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro, who
took a hard line against college protesters.

But demands are hardening.

“We don’t want crumbs anymore,” declared
Soujoud Hamade, a business lawyer and
long-time Democrat, who vowed to vote for
Green Party candidate Jill Stein if Harris did
not deliver on the campaign trail.




Top News of J&K

Jammu, Sunday, August 25, 2024

LOCAL / CONTD....

9

BIP to emerge victorious in Bahu assemhlv
seat with majority: Madan Kaushik

Rekha ensure deczswe victory for BJP in assembly polls

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: In a
bid to intensify the BJP
party's efforts in Jammu
and Kashmir, senior BJP
leaders held a meeting
with party cadres today,
guiding them to enhance
ground-level activities.

Madan Kaushik Former
Cabinet Minister, MLA
Haridwar, and Former
State President of Uttara-
khand, received a warm
welcome from BJP local
leadership during his
arrival at the Bahu Con-
stituency office.

The occasion was
marked by great enthusi-
asm and fervor, as party
workers gathered to listen
to Kaushik address on the
upcoming assembly polls
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Former Cabinet Minis-
ter, MLA Haridwar, and
Former State President
of Uttarakhand Madan
Kaushik, chaired an
important meeting with

Chairman GDCT Jammu inaugurates Blood Donation Camp

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: A
Blood Donation Camp
was organized by Wel-
fare Department Dawat-
e-Islami India (Garib
Nawaz Relief Founda-
tion) in Collaboration with
Gurjar Desh Charitable
Trust (Regd.) a Non-
Governmental & pre-
mier Organisation work-
ing for the downtrodden
communities of Jammu
& Kashmir for the last
Three decades, at Sahir
Ludhianvi Cultural Hall of
Gurjar Desh Charitable
Trust, Gujjar Colony,
Jammu on Sunday.

The Blood Donation
Camp was inaugurated
by Jenab Arshad Ali
Choudhary Chairman of

vk

BJP workers in the Bahu
Constituency.

The meeting was coor-
dinated and organized
by BJP District President
Jammu South Rekha
Mahajan. The meeting
saw the presence of Vice
President J&K Aseem
Gupta, Prabhari Jammu
South Ayodhya Gupta,
Prabhari Bahu Con-
stituency Jaidev Rajwal,
former MLC Charan-
jit Singh Khalsa, State
Executive Member Uttra-
khand Neeraj Panthri,
Election Convenor Bahu

the Trust as Chief Guest.

The Doctors/Techni-
cians from various fac-
ulties participated in the
camp and provided free
medical consultation and
collected Blood from the
people from various walks
of life who came in large
number from different
areas in the camp.

The Donors, Coordina-
tors, Deptt. of IHBT, Blood
Centre, GMC, Jammu,
Staff, Trustees and Com-
munity members were
welcomed by Arshad
Choudhary, Chairman of
the Trust.

The Chief Guest in
his inaugural address
lauded the role of Welfare
Department Garib Nawaz
Relief Foundation Dawat-
e-Islami India and its

Rikki Gupta, District Gen-
eral Secretary Pushpinder
Charak.

The meeting was attend-
ed by a large number of
party workers, who gath-
ered to discuss strategies
for the assembly elections
in J&K.

Kaushik emphasized
the need to strengthen
the party's presence at
the grassroots level and
directed the cadres to
increase their outreach
and engagement with the
general public.

He emphasized the

organizers Maulana Noor
Mohammad Qadri & Qari
Ghulam-ud-Din Attari in
encouraging the “young
generation for donating
their blood towards the
sacred cause.

The Chief Guest appre-
ciated the arrangements
of Blood Donation Camp
and thanked all doctors,
technicians and other
staff members for making
Blood Donation camp a
great success.

During the camp, Er.
M. Sadiq Azad General
Secretary, Bashir Ahmed
Noon Financial Advisor,
Advocate Anwar Chow-
dhary Trustee, Advocate
Aslam Khan Trustee also
spoke on the occasion
and highlighted the impor-
tance of organizing such

vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the
people of J&K, highlight-
ing the government's
commitment to develop-
ment, peace, and pros-
perity in the region. He
urged party workers to
spread the message of
good governance and
work tirelessly to ensure
a decisive victory for the
BJP in the assembly
polls.

Rekha Mahajan
expressed confidence
that the party's efforts
would yield positive
results in the upcoming
elections. "We are com-
mitted to bringing real
change and progress to
J&K. "Our cadres are the
backbone of our party,
and we are confident that
they will deliver."

She stated that people
of J&K are looking for
a change, and it's our
responsibility to ensure
that we deliver on their
aspirations.

Camps.

The GDCT Manage-
ment felicitated the
donors, volunteers and
also presented certifi-
cates of appreciation to
the donors.

The Doctor/Techni-
cians from Department
of IHBT, Blood Centre,
GMC, Bakshi Nagar,
Jammu who provided free
consultation & services
to the donors included
Dr. Taseer Mehraj, Gird-
hari Lal, Rakesh Dogra,
Deepak Ranyal, Anmol
Rattan, All Technicians,
Susheel Driver of Blood
Mobile Van and many
others.

At the end, all the partic-
ipants of the Blood Dona-
tion Camp were served
with juice and fruits.

Aseem Gupta asserted
that the BJP is committed
to bringing about a new
era of development and
progress in J&K. We are
confident that our party
will emerge victorious in
the upcoming polls with
a thumping majority.

Charanjit Singh Khalsa
highlights PM Modi's
vision for J&K is a beacon
of hope, and we must
work together to make it
a reality.

The meeting was seen
as a significant step
towards bolstering the
party's presence in J&K
and ensuring a strong
showing in the upcom-
ing elections.

The event saw a sig-
nificant turnout of party
workers, who were ener-
gized and motivated by
senior leadership.

The gathering was a
testament to the growing
momentum of the BJP in
J&K, as the party gears
up for the assembly polls.

JKNPP (Bhim) holds meeting
on Assembly Elections

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: The
J&K National Panthers
Party (Bhim) convened
an important meeting
today under the lead-
ership of its Presi-
dent, Vilakshan Singh,
to strategize for the
ongoing assembly
elections. The session
was pivotal in finaliz-
ing the party's candi-
dates and reinforcing
its commitment to the
electorate of Jammu
and Kashmir.

During the meeting,
Singh emphasized the
party's dedication to
the underprivileged

and marginalized com-
munities, highlighting
the JKNPP (Bhim)'s
ongoing efforts to uplift
the poor and down-
trodden. “Our party
remains steadfast in
our mission to protect
the Dogra identity and
to enhance the quality
of life for every resident
of Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Singh stated. He
reassured party mem-
bers and supporters
of the JKNPP (Bhim)'s
relentless efforts to
champion the causes
that matter most to the
people of the region.
Rajeev Jolly Khosla,
President of the Delhi
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State Unit of JKNPP
(Bhim), also spoke at
the meeting, praising
the significant contri-
butions of Prof. Bhim
Singh to social wel-
fare. Khosla stressed
the impact of Singh's
legacy on the party's
current policies and
goals, underscoring
the enduring influence
of his leadership.

The meeting con-
cluded with a renewed
commitment from
the JKNPP (Bhim) to
actively engage in the
electoral process and
work tirelessly for the
betterment of the J&K
populace.

BRO organises medlcal & dental camp at Chumathang High School

TR ATMENT CAMY

Top News Report

LEH, Aug 25: In align-
ment with Government's
Vibrant Village Pro-
gramme for comprehen-
sive development of vil-
lages along the northern
borders, 111 RCC of
753 BRTF under Project
HIMANK organised a
medical & dental camp,
on 24 Aug 2024, at Chu-
mathang High School for
children & parents living in
remote areas with limited
access to medical, dental
and healthcare facilities.

A dedicated Medical
Team comprising of Medi-
cal and Dental Specialist
conducted thorough med-
ical examinations of the
students and their parents

as part of general Health
Checkup to identify any
illnesses and ailments.
Essential medicines were
also distributed to chil-
dren and parents.

The Camp saw an
encouraging turnout, with
a total of 100 individuals
including 70 students,
along with parents and

staff members were
benefited from the medi-
cal service provided by
BRO. With an aim to
ensure ongoing health
monitoring, the students
were issued with health
record cards
Understanding the
crucial role of commu-
nity awareness in overall

health, the medical and
dental team also conduct-
ed health lectures and live
demonstrations.

These sessions focused
particularly on children's
health care and hygiene.
The lectures included
vital topics such as proper
handwashing techniques,
correct methods of tooth
brushing and other
essential hygiene prac-
tices.

The camp served not
only as a means to check
the heath of the students
but also provided an
immediate medical aid,
empowering the commu-
nity with basic healthcare
knowledge and tools to
improve their long-term
health and wellbeing.
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" BIP to hank more upon
new faces in 3-phase
JaK Assembly Polls

bigwigs but barring few, the high com-
mand will be fielding more new faces in 90
constituencies to realise their ‘ab ki baar,
50 paar’ slogan,” they said.

The J&K BJP Chief Ravinder Raina had
recently said that the party will contest
Assembly elections on its own on 70 to
80 seats in Jammu and Kashmir but in the
Kashmir valley, deliberations are on with
some independent candidates and those
who will be capable of winning the seats
will be supported by the BJP.

“The BJP at present is the first choice for
several political leaders desiring to contest
elections and many have joined the party’s
fold including from the regional parties,”
party sources said adding that the BJP is
on the one hand relying on the new faces
to gain maximum seats but at the same
time, the ‘old pals’ in the party, are also
eyeing a ticket for devoting decades into
the saffron brigade.

“The names of new entrants are under
consideration but ignoring news faces and
the old loyalists, who selflessly contributed
to the party’s rise in Jammu and Kashmir,
will not be a favourable decision at this
juncture,” they expressed.

Moreover, the announcement of candi-
dates on caste and community basis in the
wake of reserved and open category seats
will also not be less than a litmus test for
the national party.

The last assembly elections in J&K were
held in 2014 after which BJP and PDP
formed a coalition government in the erst-
while state of J&K, which fell in June 2018,
when BJP withdrew support from the gov-
ernment.

NRI shooting case:
Police arrest 3 people,
including father-in-law

of victim

had a couple of NDPS cases against him,
was released from the same jail in Septem-
ber last year.

Earlier, the police had booked three USA-
based NRIs, including Sukhwinder Singh,
brother-in-law; Kuljinder Kaur, sister-in-law;
and her husband Jasvir Singh; besides

mother-in-law Nishan Kaur.

Sukhchain Singh was in his house at
Daburji when two armed assailants shot
at him in front of his family members. Their
pistols malfunctioned and they fled the
scene. Sukhchain was rushed to hospital
after he suffered two bullet injuries. He is
out of danger now, said the officials.

“Welcome step”’: Omar
Ahduliah on reports Jel
to contest J&K polls

as independents, which is a welcome
step. We wanted them to contest polls on
their own symbol, however, the ban on the
organisation has not been lifted,” he said.

He also said that now that they have
decided to contest polls as independents,
let them come forward with their our mani-
festo and promises. “It is up to the people
whom they will choose. We welcome them
if they have decided to contest elections,”
Omar added.

Replying to query that there are reports
about fissures in the NC-Congress alli-
ance, he stated that it's up to the party to
decided things.

He also said that it is welcome develop-
ment that home minister Amit Shah has
read the manifesto of the National Confer-
ence and he mentioned about the same.

“l thank Amit Shah for mentioning our
manifesto. After his comments | once again
went through our manifesto and ensured if
we haven't missed anything. A person like
home minister of the country reading one
parties manifesto is big achievement for
us,” he said.

11-memher gang of
interstate criminals
arrested for killing
Jammu cabhie: SSP
Jammu

ing a gang of interstate criminals from
Ratia Fatehbad area of Haryana,” Jammu
Senior Superintendent of Police Joginder
Singh told reporters here.

He said a missing report was filed on
August 19 by Singh’s brother after he failed
to return home from Katra.

On August 21, the case was escalated
with the filing of an FIR under relevant sec-
tions of law when it was suspected that

the cab driver had been abducted along
with his vehicle, based on CCTV footage,
he said.

The SSP said the police teams collected
and analysed CCTV footage from various
locations, along with call data records and
hotel records in Katra.

After getting an actionable lead, a police
team travelled to Sirsa, Haryana, where
raids were conducted at multiple locations
with the assistance of the local police and
counter-intelligence unit, leading to the
arrest of 11 accused — 10 residents of
Haryana and one from Punjab.

The stolen vehicle belonging to the cab
driver was also recovered, the officer said.

He identified the arrested accused as
Gurpreet Singh alias Gopi, Sukhvinder
Singh alias Preet, Gursavak Singh, Gur-
deep Singh alias Bana, Lucky Singh, Sahil
alias Tara Singh, Arjun alias Katiya, Lucky
Singh, Gopal Kumar alias Gopi and Gurjeet
Singh — all residents of Nagal Tehsil Ratia
of Fatehabad district of Haryana — and
Kuldeep Singh alias Kala of Khusla Sar-
dulgargh in Punjab.

The gang conspired in Katra to abduct the
cab driver and, with criminal intent, brutally
murdered him near Bajalta, where they
later disposed off his body, the officer said,
adding that the body was recovered and
handed over to his family.

Give mandate to
Mohinder Bhardwaj for
Vijaypur seat: Congress
workers urge
leadership in Insaaf
rally

and influential candidate who can properly
highlight problems of the area. Tradition-
ally the constituency has been a Congress
stronghold which has been further strength-
ened by PCC general secretary and veteran
advocate Mohinder Bhardwaj through his
hard-work, understanding of the issues, grit
and determination.

“In a unanimous resolution passed in the
‘Insaaf’ rally by the Congress workers, lead-
ers and prominent persons of the society
belonging to all three blocks of the constitu-
ency, while demanding party mandate for
Bhardwaj, they assured the party leadership
that they will ensure his victory. The Vijaypur
constituency known for its religious, cultural

and peaceful social ethos will play an impor-
tant role with Bhardwaj as their representa-
tive in formation of the next government and
overall development of the area,” the workers
held.

Thanking the people for their overwhelming
affection in his favour and reposing full faith
in him, Bhardwaj said that Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi has infused a new life
in the party organsiation and strengthened
their resolve to defeat the communal forces,
through his inspiring leadership and relent-
lessly working to highlight people’s problems
and social injustice across the country. “His
recent visit to Jammu and Kashmir accom-
panied by Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge has been a morale booster for the
party leaders and workers who are buoyed
up to ensure victory of the party candidates,”
he added.

Lauding the effort of Rahul Gandhi to
streamline and strengthen the secular and
democratic forces under the aegis of INDIA
combine with the active cooperation of Nation-
al Conference president Dr Farooq Abdullah,
he said this is a move in the right direction to
defeat, communal, divisive and anti-people
forces which are represented by the BJP.
“The saffron party is solely responsible for the
current mess in which Jammu and Kashmir
has been pushed by the anti-people policies
of the Narendra Modi government and the
Lt Governor Manoj Sinha’s administration.
Secular forces under Congress umbrella only
have the where-withal to defeat BJP’s nefari-
ous designs of further dividing Jammu and
Kashmir in all ways.”

Bhardwaj while stating that he has been
active in this area for many decades now
and is well-versed with the problems, he said
Rahul Gandhi has provided a visionary lead-
ership at the national levels and this is what
we need at the Union Territory and constitu-
ency levels. “| assure you of my unflinching
support in resolving problems of the area and
usher Vijaypur constituency in a new era of
over-all development,” he added.

He rued that despite being home to holy
Hindu shrines and immense tourism potential
the twin-engine governments of the BJP have
totally neglected the constituency. Those
who have represented the constituency in
the recent past in assembly and in the cabi-
net, are answerable to the people. “You must
demand an explanation from such people
particularly BJP leaders when they come to
ask for votes,” he asked.

border, a senior officer told PTI.

The request is under “active consider-
ation” of the Union home ministry, he said.

Atul Fulzele, inspector general for the
BSF’s Punjab Frontier, had recently said
that all the drugs from across the Pakistan
border was coming into Punjab through
the air route via drones against the earlier
land route.

According to official data, more than 120
drones have been recovered by security
agencies at the front this year so far, as
compared to 107 such seizures made
during the entirety of 2023.

The force, according to officials in Punjab
and Delhi, also wants to add more troops
to effectively guard the riverine areas
along the Punjab front.

As many as 48 culverts are being con-
structed over the Ravi and the Sutlej rivers
along the Punjab border, out of which work
on 25 is complete.

The culverts are provided with sewage
gates and locks and these are being
checked regularly by BSF patrols, another
officer said.

An additional battalion will bring about
an operational strength of around 800-
900 personnel to better guard this front,
he said.

The BSF also needs more personnel in
its intelligence (G branch) setup — cur-
rently operating in a 50-kilometre area
from the border.

The deployment of G branch teams
along this front has led to the recovery of a
number of drones and its droppings (drugs
and arms), apart from having “enhanced”
liaison with local police and central anti-
narcotics agencies to check drug syndi-
cates, the second officer said.

A BSF commander said, “We are getting
good response from locals in the border
areas who inform us about drone drop-
pings and drug traffickers. Cash rewards
have been given to such informers in about
50 cases till now.” The BSF in Punjab has
shared contacts of about 75 drug smug-
glers and suspects with the Punjab Police
based on these inputs, he said.

The force is also raising a mounted unit
of horse-riding women troops to patrol the
front like the male personnel, officials said.

The BSF recently bolstered its strength
along the Punjab-Jammu border by
deploying more troops in Gurdaspur that
abuts Jammu. This was done to check
the infiltration of terrorists from the India-
Pakistan border to Jammu via Punjab.
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Top News Report

NEW DELHI/IJAMMU,
Aug 25 : Union Minis-
ter Dr. Jitendra Singh
chaired a pivotal bilat-
eral meeting on India-US
Civil Nuclear Commerce,
highlighting the deepen-
ing cooperation between
the two nations in critical
areas of science, technol-
ogy, and clean energy at
Prithvi Bhavan here.

Dr. Jitendra Singh
announced that an Indian
astronaut from the Gag-
anyaan Mission is set
to join the International
Space Station, marking
a significant milestone in
Indo-US Space collabo-
ration. He emphasized
the importance of this
partnership in securing
global supply chains,
especially in sectors like
semiconductors, phar-
maceuticals, and clean
energy technologies,
which are increasingly
vital in today’s intercon-
nected world.

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
for Science and Tech-
nology, Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
for Earth Sciences, MoS
PMO, Department of
Atomic Energy, Depart-
ment of Space, Person-
nel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh underscored
the Green Hydrogen Mis-
sion as a cornerstone of
India's strategy to decar-
bonize heavy industry,
transportation, and power
generation. He highlight-
ed that this mission is cru-
cial for driving innovation
in clean technologies and
achieving global climate
goals. Through robust
policy frameworks and
international collabora-
tions, India is poised to
lead the transition to a
sustainable and resilient
energy future.

Dr. Jitendra Singh also
revealed that the Indian
government is explor-
ing international part-

nerships, investing in
research and develop-
ment, and considering
regulatory frameworks to
support the deployment
of Small Modular Reac-
tors (SMRs). He stated
that SMRs would play a
significant role in India’s
clean energy transition,
contributing to energy
self-reliance and meet-
ing climate commitments.

Drawing parallels
between India’s "Anu-
sandhan" National
Research Foundation
(NRF) and the United
States' National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF),
Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted the critical roles
both organisations play
in advancing scientific
research and innovation.
He recalled Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s "Pan-
chamrit" climate action
plan, reaffirming India’s
commitment to increasing
non-fossil energy capac-
ity to 500 GW, reducing
carbon emissions by 1

billion tons and finally
achieving net-zero emis-
sions by 2070.

Dr. A. K. Sood, Princi-
pal Scientific Advisor to
the Government of India,
echoed the significance
of the Indo-US partner-
ship, stating that it is not
just about exchanging
knowledge but about co-
creating solutions that
will shape the future. He
emphasized the collabo-
ration's potential to pave
new paths for sustainable
development and eco-
nomic prosperity.

Dr. Ravi Chandran,
Secretary of Earth Sci-
ences, highlighted the
partnership’s progress
in ocean energy and
Carbon Capture, Utilisa-
tion, and Storage (CCUS)
technologies, while Dr.
Rajesh Gokhale, Secre-
tary of the Department
of Biotechnology, under-
scored India's focus on
biomass to energy con-
version and the success-
ful implementation of first

and second-generation
biofuels.

Prof. Abhay Karan-
dikar shared insights
into India’s progress in
emerging technologies,
including data analytics,
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
and machine learning,
emphasising the strate-
gic importance of innova-
tion in these fields. Dr. N
Kalaiselvi, Director Gen-
eral of CSIR, discussed
India’s advancements in
Lithium-lon Battery devel-
opment and indigenous
battery manufacturing,
stressing the importance
of creating sustainable
and circular energy stor-
age solutions.

The meeting concluded
with both nations reaf-
firming their commitment
to strengthening their
cooperation in emerging
technologies, with mutual
interests in enhancing
economic growth, nation-
al security, and global
leadership in technologi-
cal advancements.

IIT Jammu launches Competency Development
Programme to strengthen India's cybersecurity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: The
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (lIT) Jammu today
inaugurated its Compe-
tency Development Pro-
gramme (CDP), a crucial
initiative aimed at bolster-
ing India's cybersecurity
capabilities. Funded by the
National Telecommunica-
tions Institute for Policy
Research, Innovation, and
Training (NTIPRIT) under
the Department of Tele-
communications (DoT),

‘Bhardwaj as Cong nomlnee from Vijaypur’

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, Aug 25:
"The constituents of
Vijaypur assembly seg-
ment need a competent,
intelligent, widely accept-
able-across the commu-
nities and influential can-
didate who can properly
highlight problems of the
area. Traditionally the
constituency has been
a Congress stronghold
which has been further
strengthened by PCC
general secretary and
veteran Advocate Mohin-
der Bhardwaj through his
hard-work, understand-
ing of the issues, grit and
determination.

We demand that keep-
ing in view these facts
and social and political
standing of Bhardwaj,
the Congress should
give him the party man-
date without any further
delay. He will not only win
the seat but can prove
a game changer in this
entire belt."

In a unanimous resolu-
tion passed in the 'Insaaf'
rally by the Congress
workers, leaders and
prominent persons of the
society belonging to all
three blocks of the con-
stituency, while demand-
ing party mandate for
Bhardwaj, they assured
the party leadership that
they will ensure his vic-
tory.

The Vijaypur con-
stituency known for its
religious, cultural and
peaceful social ethos will
play an important role
with Bhardwaj as their
representative in forma-
tion of the next govern-
ment and overall devel-
opment of the area.

the programme will pro-
vide specialized training to
DoT officers and industry
stakeholders.

The inaugural ceremony
was graced by prominent
figures from the govern-
ment, industry, and aca-
demia. Dr. Gaurav Varsh-
ney, Faculty of Computer
Science and Engineering
and Project Coordinator
of the CDP, emphasized
the programme's impor-
tance in building a robust
cybersecurity framework.
He highlighted the need

Thanking the people
for their overwhelming
affection in his favour
and reposing full faith
in him, Bhardwaj said
that Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi has
infused a new life in
the party organsiation
and strengthened their
resolve to defeat the com-
munal forces, through his
inspiring leadership and
relentlessly working to
highlight people's prob-
lems and social injustice
across the country.

"His recent visit to
Jammu and Kashmir
accompanied by Con-
gress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge has been a
morale booster for the
party leaders and work-
ers who are buoyed up
to ensure victory of the
party candidates," he
added.

Lauding the effort of
Gandhi to streamline
and strengthen the
secular and democratic
forces under the aegis of
I.N.D.I.LA combine with
the active cooperation
of National Conference
president Dr Farooq
Abdullah, he said this
is a move in the right
direction to to defeat,
communal, divisive and
anti-people forces which
are represented by the
BJP. "The saffron party
is solely responsible for
the current mess in which
Jammu and Kashmir has
been pushed by the anti-
people policies of the
Government of India
and LG administration.
Secular forces under
Congress umbrella only
have the where-withal to
defeat BJP's nefarious
designs of further divid-

for collaboration between
academia and industry to
address the evolving digi-
tal landscape.
Representatives from
various partner organiza-
tions, including the Data
Security Council of India,
GMR Aero Academy,
GRAMAX Cybersec,
Quick Heal Technologies,
CompTIA, and EC Coun-
cil, shared their insights
and perspectives on the
significance of cyber-
security and the role of
industry-academia part-

ing Jammu and Kashmir
in all ways."

Bhardwaj while stating
that he has been active
in this area for many
decades now and is well-
versed with the prob-
lems, he said Mr Gandhi
has provided visionary
leadership at the nation-
al level and this is what
we need in Jammu and
Kashmir. "l assure you of
my unflinching supportin
resolving problems of the
area and usher Vijaypur
constituency in a new era
of over-all development,”
he added.

He ruled that despite
being home to holy Hindu
shrines and immense
tourism potential the
twin-engine governments
of the BJP have totally
neglected the constitu-
ency. Those who have
represented the con-
stituency in the recent
past in assembly and in
the cabinet, are answer-
able to the people. "You
must demand an expla-
nation from such people
particularly BJP leaders
when they come to ask
for votes," he asked the
people.

Among others who
addressed the rally
included Rashpal Choud-
hary, Former Block Presi-
dent Vijaypur, Sarpanch
Bashir Ahmed, Former
Block President Vijaypur,
Rashpal Sharma, Block
President Bari Brahma-
na, Surinder Sharma,
Rakesh Kumar, Advo-
cate, Munish Choud-
hary, Advocate, Jagdeep
Singh, Dr. Rajesh, Block
President Purmandal,
Sarpanch Mohan Singh,
Harbans Singh, Jeet Raj,
Dr Romesh, Raman Cha-
lotra, Advocate, Rakesh
Chalotra, Amarnath
Sharma and others.

They announced their
unconditional support
to Bhardwaj if Congress
fields him as the party
candidate. "We will
wholeheartedly support
him in all respects and
make victorious," was
their common refrain.

nerships.
Shri Deb Kumar
Chakrabarti, Director

General of NTIPRIT, and
Shri Atul Sinha, Deputy
Director General of ICT at
NTIPRIT, highlighted the
government's strategic
initiatives to strengthen
the nation's telecommuni-
cations and cybersecurity
sectors.

The event also fea-
tured the inauguration
of the state-of-the-art
Cyber Defense Lab at IIT
Jammu, which will serve

Voter Awareness Camp organised

as a hub for research and
training in cybersecurity.

The Competency Devel-
opment Programme
marks a significant step
forward in India's efforts
to protect its digital infra-
structure and ensure
national security. With
the support of the govern-
ment, industry, and aca-
demia, the programme
is poised to equip DoT
officers with the skills and
knowledge necessary to
address the challenges of
the digital age.

at GHSS Bagga under SVEEP

Top News Report

MAHORE, Aug 25:
Considering the upcom-
ing Assembly Elections
in the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir, an
Awareness Camp was
conducted at Higher Sec-
ondary School Bagga.

The camp was orga-
nized by Prof. Ajaz
Ahmad, Nodal Officer for
SVEEP for the 56-Gula-
bgarh Constituency (ST),
in collaboration with the
Electoral Literacy Club
of Government Degree
College Sarh Bagga
Mahore.

A significant number of
college and school stu-
dents participated in the
event, which aimed to
educate the youth about
their electoral rights and
responsibilities. The ses-
sion focused on several
key aspects of the elec-
toral process.

Prof. Ajaz Ahmad and
the Nodal Officer of the
Electoral Literacy Club of
the College, addressed
the students, empha-
sizing the importance
of voter registration,
especially for those who
may have been left out
during the initial registra-
tion process. They high-
lighted the critical role
that every vote plays in
a democratic society
and encouraged the stu-
dents to ensure that they,
and their eligible family
members, are registered
to vote.

The camp also intro-
duced students to vari-
ous online tools and
applications designed to
assist voters. An applica-
tion that allows citizens
to report any violations
of the Model Code of
Conduct during elections
directly to the Election
Commission.

An app that provides
a comprehensive range
of services for voters,
including the ability to
check voter details, apply
for new voter registration,

and get information on
polling stations.

The students were
educated on the impor-
tance of ethical voting,
which involves making
informed choices based
on the merits of the can-
didates rather than suc-
cumbing to undue influ-
ence or incentives.

The camp was a suc-
cessful initiative to
engage the youth in the
democratic process and
ensure that they are
well-informed about their
rights and responsibili-
ties as voters. The event
concluded with a call to
action for all students to
actively participate in the
upcoming elections and
to encourage others in
their communities to do
the same.

Dimple demands justice for gang-rape

victim doctor in Kolkata

SoTTe S

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: Sunil
Dimple, President of Mis-
sion Statehood, led a
strong protest march and
rally in Jammu today,
demanding justice for the
gang-rape victim doctor in
Kolkata. The rally began
at Amphalla Dental Col-
lege and proceeded
along Janipur High Court
Road, passing through
New Plot, Sarwal, and
various parts of Jammu
city.

During his address,
Sunil Dimple strongly
condemned the heinous
crime and criticized the
government for its lack of
stringent laws to deal with
rape criminals.
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He demanded the estab-
lishment of fast-track
courts for rape cases and
called for the death pen-
alty by hanging for those
convicted of such crimes.

Dimple expressed con-
cern over the increasing
number of gang rape
cases, stating that crimi-
nals are no longer afraid
of the law.

He also appealed to
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha to ensure
tight, foolproof security
for doctors in Jammu and
Kashmir's hospitals and
medical colleges.

Dimple emphasized the
need for harsher punish-
ments for rapists, includ-
ing those responsible for
the Kolkata incident, to

R

deter such crimes in the
future.

Additionally, he raised
concerns about the wide-
spread sexual abuse
of minors and females
across the country, high-
lighting that women and
young girls are not safe
in government and private
workplaces.

Dimple called for the
implementation of more
stringent laws and punish-
ments to protect women
and ensure their safety.

Other leaders who
participated in the rally
included Nitin Sain, Ashok
Sharma, Swarn Singh,
Kala Singh, Vijay Virdi,
Arun Verma, Vikas, Balu
Kumar, Lohri Shah, and
many others.

Public of Bhalessa protest against
denial of Soti-Kakoti Road

Top News Report

DODA, Aug 25: The
long-standing struggle of
the residents of four pan-
chayats including areas
of Kakoti, Upper Kakoti,
Dhera, and neighboring
areas hold a massive
public protest under the
leadership of well-known
social worker Abdul
Kareem Malik. The pro-
testors, angered by the
continued denial of road
construction on the Soti-
Kakoti route via Dhera,
expressed their deep
discontent.

The road project, which
was initially approved in
2006 under the Prime
Minister's Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY), has
faced delays due to
hurdles and political
interference. Despite 18
years of repeated pleas
and applications DPRs
to the concerned author-
ities, the No-Objection
Certificate (NOC)for the
road has not yet been
issued, leaving the resi-
dents without a road link.
It is noteworthy that the
survey for this road was
conducted in 1982, yet
four decades later, the
people remain without
connectivity.

Leading the protest,
Abdul Kareem Malik
voiced the collective

demand of the people:
"We have been wait-
ing for decades for this
road, which is our lifeline.
The local politicians and
authorities have failed
us repeatedly. Despite
assurances, we are still
denied our basic right
to connectivity. As a
result, we have decided
to boycott the upcom-
ing elections in protest.
We refuse to be used as
mere tools during elec-
tion campaigns without
any real action on the
ground."

The protestors have
accused the local politi-
cians of influencing the
decision to halt the road
project, leaving the pan-
chayats neglected and
deprived of essential
infrastructure. With the
Soti-Kakoti road being a
lifeline for many, its com-
pletion is essential for
connecting these remote
villages to the rest of the
areas, ensuring access
to healthcare, education,
and economic opportuni-
ties.

Sajad Ahmed, anoth-
er prominent voice at
the protest, stated "We
have had enough. We
have been continuously
promised development,
but nothing has materi-
alized. The authorities
need to understand that

our patience has limits,
and we will not remain
silent anymore."

Other protestors raised
these sentiments, criti-
cizing the politicians for
using the road project
as a political tool during
election campaigns but
failing to deliver on their
promises.

The protestors have
vowed to continue their
agitation until the road
project is completed and
have urged the govern-
ment to act swiftly. They
also called on the District
Administration and the
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) to expedite
the necessary approvals
and begin construction
without further delay.

The boycott of the
forthcoming elections
is seen as a power-
ful statement from the
people, highlighting their
disillusionment with the
political system and its
inability to address their
basic needs. The pro-
testors are demanding
an immediate response
from the authorities and
warning that failure to act
will result in an escalation
of their agitation for col-
lective grievances, their
decision to boycott the
elections, and the urgent
demand for road connec-
tivity.

Congress tie-up with NC exposes its real face: Dr Parneesh

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: Dr
Parneesh Mahajan,
Convenor Department
of Training, BJP, J&K,
slammed the Congress
over its alliance with the
National Conference for
the Assembly polls and
said the move exposes
“the real face” of the party.

In a statement issued
here today, the senior
BJP leader said that the
Congress, which has
been out of power for a

decade, has once again
shown its intention to play
with the unity and security
of the country in its greed
for power.

“By allying with the
Abdullah family’s Nation-
al Conference, the Con-
gress party has revealed
its intentions. The people
of the country want to
know how the Congress
is supporting the prom-
ises made in the National
Conference’s manifesto,”
he said.

Restoration of Article

370 and Jammu and
Kashmir’'s statehood as
well as implementation of
the autonomy resolution
passed by the erstwhile
assembly in 2000 are
among the National Con-
ference’s 12 guarantees
announced in its manifes-
to for the upcoming polls

Dr Parneesh asked
whether the Congress
supported the promise
of a Separate Flag in
Jammu and Kashmir and
if it wanted to push the
UT back into “the era of

unrest by bringing back
Article 370 and Article
35A”".

“The real face of the
Congress, which supports
the divisive thinking and
policies of the National
Conference of giving
autonomy to Jammu and
Kashmir, has now been
revealed to the people.
There is no doubt that
the Congress has formed
an alliance with the NC
with the sole intention of
gaining power,” he further
said.

FTII holds global conference at Constitution Club of India

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, Aug 25: The FTII
Global Conference, held on Sunday
at the Constitution Club on Rafi
Marg in New Delhi, was a momen-
tous occasion that brought together
esteemed dignitaries from over 40
countries. FTIl National President
Dr. Sanjay Bansal welcomed all the
invited guests to the conference.
Ministers, Ambassadors, Chairmen,
Consul Generals, and other promi-
nent personalities from around the

globe attended the event.

Union Minister Harsh Malhotra and
Shri Sunil Singhi praised Dr. Sanjay
Bansal for bringing the whole busi-
ness community National and Inter-
national together on a single platform
which was FTII Global conference.

Dr. Sanjay Bansal is also a national
Board Member NTWB, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry Govern-

ment of India.

The conference focused on pro-
moting exports from India and
enhancing bilateral trade, with the

Federation launching its ambitious
Bharat Business Connect program.
This initiative aims to connect Indian
businesses with global markets, fos-
tering economic growth and coop-
eration.

A highlight of the conference was
the presentation of the prestigious
Vyapar Ratna award to eminent indi-
viduals who have made significant

contributions in their respective fields

of business. These visionaries have
inspired countless others through
their achievements and leadership.
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Rohit Sharma trains hard with Abhishek Nayar

NEW DELHI, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): India captain Rohit
Sharma was spotted engaging
in an intense training session
with assistant coach Abhishek
Nayar ahead of upcoming
packed Test season. Notably,
India are all set to play two-
match Test series against Ban-
gladesh from September 19.

The Rohit Sharma-led side
will further play three Tests
against New Zealand at home
in October followed by a five-
match Test series against Aus-
tralia beginning in November.
Ahead of the season, India
captain is preparing himself
through rigorous training ses-
sions.

A video of the India captain
training with Abhishek Nayar
has been going viral on social
media. In the video, Rohit can
be seen training in a park under
the supervision of Nayar.

The India skipper is the sec-

ahead of packed Test season

ond-highest run-scorer from
his team in the ongoing World
Test Championship (WTC) cycle
2023-25. The opening batter
has amassed 700 runs from
nine matches at an average of
46.66 with three hundreds and
as many fifties.

India are currently on the top
of the WTC points table with six
wins from nine matches along
with a draw and have a points

percentage of 68.51%. Austra-
lia are ranked second with eight
wins from 12 matches and one
draw having points percentage
of 62.50%.

India to take on Australia in
five-match Test series

The two teams are once again
favourites to reach the final
having met in the summit clash
of the last cycle as well. Austra-
lia beat India by 209 runs in the

final held at the Oval to become
the first nation to have all the
major ICC trophies in their cabi-
net.

However, ahead of the final,
the two teams will clash in
the highly anticipated Border
Gavaskar Trophy set to begin
from November 22. India have
retained the trophy since 2017
having won the last four series
over the current World Test
Champions.

They also beat them in Aus-
tralia in back-to-back series
held in 2018-19 and 2020-21
further adding the spice for the
upcoming edition. It will be the
first time that the two teams will
be contesting in a five-match
series since 1991-92. Hence,
fans are eagerly waiting for it to
get underway as captain Rohit
Sharma aims to help India reach
their third consecutive WTC
final.

PAK vs BAN: Babar Azam narrowly
escapes consecutive ducks in

Rawalplndl Test

RAWALPINDI, Aug 25 (Agenmes)
Pakistan batter Babar Azam narrowly
survived the worst fate for a batter in
the Test first match against Bangla-
desh in Rawalpindi. After scoring 0 in
the first innings, Babar almost got out
for another duck in the second innings
off pacer Shoriful Islam on Sunday,
August 25. The senior batter had
edged Shoriful's delivery back to the
keeper, but Litton Das was not able to
hold on to the ball behind the stumps.

Babar, who has been in woeful form
since the 2023 ODI World Cup just
about escaped falling for consecutive
ducks in a Test match, also known as
a ‘pair’. Incidentally, Babar had gotten
out to Shoriful in the first innings of the
match as well, after he edged a ball

down to the leg side. Wicketkeeper
Litton Das had grabbed the catch with
a sensational diving effort to the leg
side but he was not able to repeat
the same in the second innings of the
match.

Babar Azam has faced intense criti-
cism since Pakistan’s group-stage exit
from the T20 World Cup 2024. Pakistan
had lost group-stage matches against
USA and India, which led to their early
exit from the tournament. Babar was
expected to do well in the docile pitches
of Pakistan in the home season but that
did not turn out to be the case in the first
innings of the Rawalpindi Test.

At the time of writing, Pakistan were
67/4 after losing Saim Ayub, Shan
Masood, Babar Azam and Saud Sha-
keel in the second innings of the match.
Babar got out to youngster Nahid Rana
on Sunday, after dragging a ball into
his stumps. Babar got out after scoring
22 runs.

Pakistan still trail Bangladesh by 50
runs and will need to show some resil-
ience to save the match on the final day
of the Test.

Manu Bhaker meets

Suryakumar Yadav: ‘Learning

Angelo Mathews calls out England’s ‘unfair’
ball change on Day 3 of 1st Test

techniques of a new sport’

NEW DELHI, Aug
25 (Agencies): Paris
Olympics double med-
allist Manu Bhaker
posted a special photo
alongside India’s T20I
captain Suryakumar
Yadav. Bhaker, who
is currently enjoying a
3-month break after her
double bronze medal
win in Paris wrote in her
post that she was trying
to learn techniques of a
new sport from the India
captain.

Bhaker made his-
tory at the Paris 2024
Olympics, securing two
bronze medals in the
women’s 10m air pistol
and mixed 10m air pistol
events. She became the
first ever Indian athlete
since independence
to win two medals in
a single edition of the
games. The remarkable
achievement marked a
significant redemption
for Bhaker, who had
faced disappointment at
the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pics where she failed
to reach the finals in all
three of her events.

“Learning techniques
of a new sport with the
Mr. 360 of India,” Manu
Bhaker posted on her
social media accounts
on Sunday, 25 August.

Bhaker’s success in
Paris was nothing short
of phenomenal. She

won her first bronze
medal in the women’s
10m air pistol event
and then followed it up
with another bronze
in the mixed 10m air
pistol event alongside
Sarabjot Singh. This
double medal win has
catapulted her to the
top of India’s sporting
pantheon, making her
the first Indian woman
to win two medals in a
single Olympics edition.

The 22-year-old shoot-
er’s journey to this suc-
cess has been marked
by perseverance and
determination. After
her setback in Tokyo,
Bhaker worked tireless-
ly to improve her skills,
and her efforts have
paid off in spectacu-

lar fashion. Her coach,
Jaspal Rana, has been
instrumental in her
growth, and their part-
nership has been crucial
in Bhaker’s develop-
ment as a world-class
shooter.

Bhaker’s achieve-
ment has not only
brought pride to India
but has also inspired
her fellow athletes.
Satwik Rankireddy cred-
ited Bhaker’s win with
boosting the morale of
the entire Indian contin-
gent. As Bhaker looks
ahead to her next event,
the 25m pistol, she has
the opportunity to make
history once again by
becoming the first Indian
shooter to win three
Olympic medals.

MANCHESTER,
Aug 25 (Agencies): Sri
Lanka batter Angelo
Mathews called out the
‘unfair’ ball change by
the England team on
Day 3 of the first Test at
Emirates Old Trafford,
Manchester. Notably,
England won the match
by five wickets on Day 4
after they chased down
205 in the fourth innings.

A particular moment on
Day 3 turned out to be
game changing for the
hosts as their request for
a ball change after the
41st over of Sri Lanka’s
second innings was
accepted by on-field
umpires Chris Gaffaney
and Paul Reiffel. The
game was at a crucial
juncture with Sri Lanka

on 146/4 having a lead
of 24 runs with Mathews
(59*) and Kamindu
Mendis (33*) at the
crease with an unbeaten
stand of 51 runs.

However, the ball
change worked won-
ders for England as they
managed to end the fifth
wicket partnership on 78
getting Mathews caught
at gully for 65. Com-

menting on the change,
Mathews said that Eng-
land seemed to be run-
ning out of plans but the
ball change changed the
entire momentum.

“It looked like they
were running out of
plans but unfortunately
the ball was changed.
We were told they didn’t
have old enough balls to
replace. It changed the

entire momentum of the
game. You work so hard
to get rid of that shine,
and we did that. Once
the ball was changed,
it was a whole different
game,” Mathews told
Sky Sports ahead of
play on Day 4.

Further speaking
ahead, he called the
move unfair for batters
of both teams and men-
tioned that they were
comfortably playing
them before the change.

Ball Change contro-
versy of Ashes 2023

“It was unfortunate,
to be honest. Yester-
day we were sitting
pretty until the ball was
changed. | think it could
be unfair for batters on
both teams, because

the batters want to get
rid of the hard, shiny
ball, and once we got to
the 48-over mark, | think
we were quite comfort-
ably playing them,” he
added.

England managed
to take just two wick-
ets before the close of
play on Day 3 but their
bowlers got massive
help with the changed
ball which was dancing
to their tunes. Mean-
while, earlier during the
Ashes 2023 a similar
ball change controversy
came to light on the final
day of the fifth Test at the
Oval as England man-
aged to run through the
Australian batting lineup
after the ball change.

Paris medallists Swapnil Kusale, Manu to miss World Cup Final

NEW DELHI, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): Two of the three shooters
who combined for three medals
at the recent Paris Olympics will
miss the season-ending ISSF
World Cup Final, to be held here
in October.

Pistol shooter Manu Bhaker —
who won bronze in the women’s
10m air pistol and then com-
bined with Sarabjot Singh to
bag another bronze in the mixed
team event — and 10m air rifle
bronze medal winner Swapnil
Kusale have pulled out of the
competition.

The World Cup Final, which
is the last competition on the
calendar for international shoot-
ers, is scheduled to be held
here from October 13 to 18.
However, many of the shooters
— including Manu, Swapnil and
even Arjun Babuta, who finished
fourth in the men’s 10m air rifle
event in Paris — have chosen
to take some time away from
the sport. They have informed
the National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI) of their decision.
Sarabjot and a few others, how-
ever, have yet to send their writ-

ten consent about taking part in
the event.

Manu, as her coach Jaspal
Rana revealed, decided to take
a break to rest and recover after
the Olympics. “We had already
decided that she will take rest
after the Olympics. The World
Cup Final was not our priority
as she needs to give her body
and mind some rest,” Rana told
agency.

“She has had no break in the
last six-seven years. She is not
a machine. Now the time is right.
She has been dry-training and

working on her fitness, but will
take more time to start training
seriously,” he added.

Swapnil, too, has taken a
break and will start training
seriously a month before the
National Championships, to be
held in November.

“Swapnil has also pulled out,”
his coach Deepali Deshpande
said. “Currently, because of
numerous felicitation func-
tions, he is not able to do his
daily physical exercises. But he
should be back in all earnest
before the Nationals.”

24 seconds: Luis Suarez scores fastest goal in
Inter Miami’s history

UTT 2024: PBG Bengaluru Smashers
face Puneri Paltan Table Tennis in

Former Barcelona star Luis Suarez scored the fastest goal in Inter Miami FC’s history on Sunday,

August 25. Suarez took just 24 seconds to open the scoresheet against Cincinnati FC.

FLORIDA, Aug 25 (Agen-
cies): Legendary Uruguayan
forward Luis Suarez scored
the fastest goal in the history of
Inter Miami on Sunday, August
25. Playing against Cincinnati
FC in Major League Soccer
(MLS), Suarez scored Miami’s
opener in the 24th second of the
match. After getting a cross into
the centre of the box, Suarez
chested the ball down and took
a first-time shot to fire the ball
past Cincinnati’s goalkeeper.

Suarez, now 37, was once
an integral part of the MSN
trio at FC Barcelona alongside
Lionel Messi and Neymar. In the
absence of Messi at Cincinnati
Suarez came crunch collecting
a brace on Sunday’s match. The
goals fired Inter Miami into the
MLS playoffs.

Miami (17-4-5, 56 points)
opened an eight-point lead on
Cincinnati (15-8-3, 48 points) in
the East and avenged a 6-1 loss
on July 6 at Cincinnati, where it

played without six starters and
had a seventh starter red-card-
ed in the second half.

Suarez was one of the missing
six that night. So was fellow star
Lionel Messi, who sat out this
one as well with a right ankle
injury suffered last month during
the Copa America championship
match. But Messi’'s presence
wasn’t needed in the rematch.

With legendary former NFL
quarterback Tom Brady looking

on, Suarez put Miami ahead to
stay only 30 seconds into the fix-
ture. Marcelo Weigandt crossed
from right to left and Suarez
settled the ball in the middle of
the box, then beat goalie Roman
Celentano with a clinical finish
inside the right post.

After scoring the fastest goal
in franchise history, Suarez
made it 2-0 in the sixth minute.
Sent in on a pretty through ball
by Matias Rojas, Suarez sailed

down the right side and made
no mistake in scoring his team-
leading 14th goal of the year.

That was pretty much it for the
Herons’ attack as they settled
into a defensive shell after
Tomas Aviles picked up his
second yellow card in the 42nd
minute from referee Armando
Villarreal. But Miami was able to
hold off Cincinnati while a man
down.

Not even the insertion of MLS
assists leader Lucho Acosta for
the second half made a differ-
ence for Cincinnati. Worse yet,
Acosta picked up a yellow card,
meaning he’s automatically sus-
pended for the team’s Aug. 31
home match against CF Mon-
treal due to yellow card accu-
mulation.

Chasing the game nearly the
entire night, Cincinnati enjoyed
a 17-4 advantage in shots. But
Miami goalie Drake Callender
helped lock the result down with
four second-half saves.

clash of Giant-Slayers

CHENNAI, Aug 25 (Agencies):
Both PBG Bengaluru Smashers and
Puneri Paltan Table Tennis will look
to continue their winning ways when
they meet in Ultimate Table Tennis
2024 at the Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium on Monday. The teams won
their first ties against Chennai Lions
and Ahmedabad SG Pipers, courtesy
of giant-killing efforts by Jeet Chandra
and Ayhika Mukherjee. The franchise-
based league is promoted by Niraj Bajaj
and Vita Dani under the auspices of the
Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI).

All the thrilling ties are being aired on
Sports18 Khel on TV and streaming live
on JioCinema in India and Facebook
Live outside India. Tickets are avail-
able online through BookMyShow and
offline at the Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium box office near Gate no. 1.

Jeet and PBG Bengaluru Smashers
laid down a strong statement in their
opening tie against hosts Chennai
Lions, winning by a margin of 11-4. En
route to the thumping win, Jeet defeat-
ed India’s top-ranked male paddler,
Achanta Sharath Kamal, 3-0, adding
to his team’s comprehensive victory.

Captain Alvaro Robles, USA ace Lily
Zhang, and experienced Indian pad-
dler Anthony Amalraj - who only partici-
pated in the mixed doubles - also stood

out for their displays for PBG Bengaluru
Smashers, who will be aiming to build
on the strong showing in their opening
tie when they face Puneri Paltan Table
Tennis.

“It's a great feeling, especially beating
him (Sharath) in Chennai,” Jeet said.
“We’re looking forward; we're just get-
ting started. We're preparing for the
upcoming matches.”

While they would later relinquish that
milestone to the team from Benga-
luru, Puneri Paltan Table Tennis had
earlier claimed the season’s biggest
win in their 10-5 victory against debu-
tants Ahmedabad SG Pipers. Giant-
killing, again, was the theme of the tie,
especially as Ayhika beat the league’s
highest-ranked player, Bernadette
Szocs, 3-0. Seventeen-year-old Ankur
Bhattacharjee, too, had impressed in
his sweeping win over French paddler
Lilian Bardet. “| was excited to play with
her (Szocs); | was really happy because
I have always loved playing against
higher-ranked players,” said Ayhika. “I
prepared myself. | wasn’t thinking about
winning or losing; | was only thinking
about playing my best game. And yeah,
it turned out well!”

Another big win for either side could
help them bring closer to the first target:
crossing into the playoffs.
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KATRA, Aug 25: The
NSS team at Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi (SMVD)
University has started
a week-long campus
plantation drive, aiming
to plant 2,500 saplings of
various species across
the university campus.

This initiative, support-
ed by the Project led by
Mr. Deeraj, Director of
NGO Grow-Trees.com
in association with the
Wildlife Conservation
Fund, Jammu & Kash-
mir and Eco-Watch,
highlights the broader
community effort in sup-
porting environmental
conservation efforts.
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This collaboration
highlights the broader
community effort in sup-
porting environmental
conservation efforts.
The event started with
the welcome address by
NSS Programme Coor-
dinator, Dr. Rajiv Kumar,
who provided an over-
view of the plantation

]

drive's objectives.

Dr. Kumar highlighted
the significance of this
endeavour in fostering
ecological balance and
community involvement.

The event was graced
by Prof. R.K. Mishra,
Dean of Student Wel-
fare, Prof. Balbir Singh,
Dean, Academic Affairs,

Neeraj Gupta (JKAS),
Finance Officer, Dr.
Varun Dutta, NCC
Coordinator, and Dr.
Kamaldeep, Asst. Prof.
SMVDU along with other
faculty & staff members
of SMVDU. Their pres-
ence reinforced the col-
lective commitment of
the university's leader-

ship to this environmen-
tal cause.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that Ar. Aditya Kumar
Singh, faculty member at
SMVD University, along
with his student team,
volunteered to serve as
an advisor in designing
the campus plantation
policy. As the week pro-
gresses, students, fac-
ulty, and staff will work
together to plant and
nurture these saplings,
contributing to a greener
and more sustainable
campus environment.

The event was coordi-
nated by Sadhvisharma
and. Abhishek sharma,
NSS student coordina-
tors.

Malik greets people on
~ Krishna Janmashtami

Anil Sawhney is President

Rotary Club Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: Rtn
Anil Sawhney has taken
over as President of the
Rotary Club Jammu for
the year 2024-25. Rtn
Deepak Baboo has taken
over as Secretary of the
Club, besides other office
bearers of the club have
also taken over for the
year 2024-25.

The outgoing President
Rtn Sat Pal, while brief-
ing about the last year
achievement for the year
2023-24, said that more
than 10000 Sanitary
Napkins were distributed
in the rural as well as
urban schools and col-
leges for girls students.

The seminars on men-
strual hygiene were also
held during the period.

In his presiden-

AIIMS Jammu launches Endoscopic Procedure
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tial address Rtn Anil
Sawhney thanked the
club members and the
Rotarians present in the
functions for giving him
opportunity to serve the
humanity.

He pledged that the
projects in hands will be
further boosted in his
tenure.

He also pledged and
assured Rtn Sat Paul
Verma the immediate

)"

Past President that he
will complete the pending
projects during his period
of President ship.

He further said that
the two pending global
grants amounting to
Rs.70 lakhs will also be
completed during his
period. One out of two
grants is almost com-
pleted and will be closed
soon. The other grant of
establishment of Rotary
Eye Hospital at Raya will
also be completed during
his tenure.

Rtn Deepak Baboo
Secretary of the club also
spoke on the occasion.

Various Rotarians i.e.,
Rtn Prem Shankar, Rtn
Sunil Sawhney and Rtn
Gourav Vaid, Rtn Rtn
Dr. Navneet Gupta , Rtn
Harbans Singh were also
present on the occasion.

Unit in Surgical Gastroenterology Deptt

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25: The
All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (AIIMS)
Jammu announced the
initiation of a state-of-
the-art Endoscopic Pro-
cedure Unit within the
Department of Surgical
Gastroenterology. This
significant advancement
marks a new chapter
in our commitment to
providing world-class
healthcare services to
the region.

On 24th August 2024,
two patients underwent
endoscopic procedures,
which were performed
by Dr Sahil Sandal and
his team. The team
was staffed by Harshita
Sharma, Senior Nursing
Officer, Madhusudan,
Endoscopic technician,
and Nursing Officers of
the department.

One patient had dys-
pepsia and underwent
an Upper Gl Endoscopy,
while the second patient
had bleeding and mucus
discharge per rectum
who underwent a colo-
noscopy.

The Endoscopic Pro-
cedure Unit is equipped

with the latest technolo-
gy, allowing for minimally
invasive procedures that
enhance patient care and
outcomes.

These advanced proce-
dures will enable our Sur-
gical Gastroenterologists
to diagnose and treat a
wide range of gastroin-
testinal conditions with
greater precision and
efficiency.

Dr. Sahil Sandal, Officer
in Charge/ Assistant Pro-
fessor of the Department
of Surgical Gastroenter-
ology at AIIMS Jammu,
stated, "The initiation of
the Endoscopic Proce-
dure Unit is a milestone
for our department. It will
not only improve the qual-
ity of care we provide but
also expand the range
of services available to
our patients. Our team is
trained to use the latest
endoscopic techniques,
which are less painful,
faster recovery, and more
cost-effective."

He added, "The success
of this initiative would
not have been possible
without the unwavering
support of the Director
of AIIMS Vijaypur, Prof.
Shakti Gupta. His leader-

ship and dedication have
been instrumental in driv-
ing the hospital’s mission
to achieve excellence in
healthcare.

The new unit will offer
various diagnostic endo-
scopic services, includ-
ing diagnostic Upper Gl
Endoscopy, Sigmoidos-
copy, and Colonoscopy
in OPD on an appoint-
ment basis. Moreover,
advanced procedures
such as endoscopic ret-
rograde cholangiopan-
creatography (ERCP)
and therapeutic endo-
scopic procedures will
be introduced in the near
future. These procedures
are crucial for the early
detection and treatment
of gastrointestinal can-
cers, pancreatitis, and
bile duct disorders.

AlIMS Jammu has
always been at the fore-
front of adopting new
technologies to improve
patient care. The estab-
lishment of this unit is
part of our broader vision
to transform healthcare
delivery in Jammu and
the surrounding regions.
By providing these
advanced services local-
ly, AIIMS Jammu contin-
ues to reduce the need
for patients to travel long
distances for specialized
care.

Prof (Dr) Shakti Kumar
Gupta, ED & CEO of
AIIMS Jammu, empha-
sized, "This initiative is a
testament to our team’s
hard work and the col-
laborative spirit at AIIMS
Jammu to bring the best
healthcare practices to
the people of Jammu and
adjacent region. We are
committed to enhancing
our facilities and servic-
es to meet the growing
needs of our commu-
nity."

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25:
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
(MRM) J&K, Ladakh UT's
legal advisor and Chair-
man The Social Welfare
Organisation Of India
(TSWOOI) Adv. Malikza-
da Mohd Shahzad has
extended warm greetings
to the people on the aus-
picious occasion of Jan-
mashtami. This festival
is to celebrate the birth
of Lord "Krishna" as a
symbol of joy, spirituality
and unity.

"The aim of Muslim
Rashtriya Manch"(MRM)
is to promote communal
harmony and inclusivity
in Jammu and Kashmir,
fostering an environ-
ment where people of all
faiths can come together
to celebrate their diverse
cultures and traditions,"
Malik observed.
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"Itis the occasion when
Minority and Majority
collectively join in cel-
ebrating the festivities of
Janmashtami," he further
said.

Further, in his message
to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, he prayed
for peace and prosperity
of every citizen living in
the nook and the corner
of the state, emphasizing
the importance of unity in
diversity.

AJBRCEAK leadership mourns
death of Ankush of Education

Deptt Baramulla

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 25: All
Jammu Based Reserved
category Employees
Association Kashmir
(AJBRCEAK) deeply sad-
dened by the tragic acci-
dent and untimely demise
of Ankush Chowdhary
MTS posted in District
Baramulla.

His sudden passing has
left the entire employees
community in a state of
profound grief and loss.

In a heartfelt statement,
Chairman AJBRCEAK
Vipen Kumar expressed
deep sorrow on behalf of
all AIBRCEAK leadership
and extended condolenc-
es to the grieving family.
"Our thoughts and prayers
are with the bereaved
families. We pray that God
may bless eternal peace
to the departed soul and
give strength to their loved
ones to bear this irrepa-
rable loss," Vipen Kumar
stated.

He further remarked,
that The entire leadership
of AJBRCEAK is devas-
tated to hear about this
tragic incident, which has
claimed the lives of two
persons including Ankush
Chowdbhry.

His contributions to the
education sector and ser-
vice to society will never
be forgotten. We express
our deepest condolences
and stand firmly with the
families in this hour of
grief. As an organization,
we pledge our unwavering
support to them in these
challenging times," Chair-
man AJBRCEAK added.

The President
AJBRCEAK Anil Radhey
in his statement, along
with the broader employ-
ees' community, shares
in the sorrow and pain
of the affected families,
recognizing the immense

loss they have endured.
The organization reaffirms
its commitment to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with
the grieving families and
offer any assistance they
may require during this
painful period.

Indeed its very pain-
ful incident our thoughts
and emotions are with
the family members of
deceased employee we
assure that association
shall continue to extend
every possible support in
all manners , AJBRCEAK
in being only representa-
tive organization of Jammu
Based Reserved category
Employees working in
Kashmir urged adminis-
tration to provide all pos-
sible support to family of
Deceased employee.

Natrang presents Hindi play
‘Coffee House Wali Ladki

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 25:
Natrang presented a
scintillating performance
of a Hindi play ‘Coffee
House Wali Ladki’ in its
Sunday Theatre Series at
Natrang Studio Theatre.

The play has been writ-
ten by Dr. Satya Parkash
Sangar and directed by
Neeraj Kant.

Itis pertinent to mention
here that every Sunday,
Natrang features highly
relevant plays of different
genres, and languages
for its audience for their
cultural, social and liter-
ary orientation. Promi-
nent amongst those who
graced the occasion
included Angel Kotwal,
Sanjeev Luthra, Rajeev
Luthra and Vinod Padha.

In the play ‘Coffee

House Wali Ladki’, a
lad is shown as a flirta-
tious person who makes
friendship with girls,
spends money on them
and makes false prom-
ises. As he belonged to
a very rich and influential
family he did not face any
problem till time a girl,
knowing his real inten-
tions, decides to teach
him a lesson. She meets
him at a ‘Coffee House’
and sets a trap to make
him confess his habitual
mistakes. She very clev-
erly invites him to meet
her in her hostel, where
the principal, warden and
security were already
informed about his visit.
When he arrives and
flamboyantly declares
the reason for his visit,
he was exposed before
everyone and was threat-

ened to be publically
humiliated, moreover his
family and the principal
of his college were also
informed about this.
Caught and scared, he
expressed repentance
for his lies and deceits
and pledges to be truthful
and respectful towards
girls in future.

Those who acted in
the play included Brijesh
Avtar Sharma, Kanan-
preet Kaur, Kushal Bhat,
Aadesh Dhar, Vrinda
Gujral, Lalita Sharma and
Palshin Dutta.

The lights of the play
were designed and exe-
cuted by Neeraj Kant and
the music was rendered
by Vishal Sharma. The
show was coordinated
by Mohd. Yaseen and the
presentations were done
by Mihir Guijral.

GODOWN FOR RENT

Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575

Bari

PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS

® 24/7 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

CHESS LEARNING CENTRE

Contact Us:

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess Classes Today'
Three Classes
a Week

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic

Mﬁrﬂl‘mummuﬂm
Afternoon: 3 pm to 4 pm
E&unlng?pmn&pvn
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