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isanay  India, Malaysiaink key pact on recruitment elevate

Former JaK
Minister Abdul
Hau Khan
Rejoins PDP
After Two Years

SRINAGAR, Aug 20
(Agencies): Former
Jammu and Kashmir
minister Abdul Haq
Khan returned to the
PDP on Tuesday, two
years after he resigned
from the party.

Khan served as min-
ister for rural develop-
ment, panchayati raj,
and law and justice in
the PDP-BJP coalition.

He had distanced him-
self from the PDP after
the state government
fell in 2018.

Khan rejoined the
PDP in the presence of
party chief Mehbooba
Mufti, who visited his
residence due to his ill
health, a party leader
said.

Khan was elected to
the erstwhile legislative
assembly of Jammu
and Kashmir from Kup-
wara district’s Lolab
constituency twice in
2008 and 2014.

2 girls sexually
assaulted in
Thane school,
big protests, CM
steps in

THANE, Aug 20
(Agencies): Two girls,
aged 3, were allegedly
sexually assaulted by
a cleaning staffer in
a girls’ toilet in Maha-
rashtra’s Thane dis-
trict. Massive outrage
was seen on Tuesday
at the Badlapur station
in Thane as protestors
held a rail roko protest
against the alleged
assault of 2 kindergar-
ten students.

The co-ed school
were the girls studied
was also vandalised
by protestors. A police
case was filed, and the
cleaning staffer was
arrested.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
has assured to fast-
track the case, adding
that a special probe
team to investigate the
case has already been
formed

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis ordered
the formation of an SIT
(Special Investigation
Team) led by top police
officer Arti Singh will
probe the incident.

The assault occurred
on August 12-13, when
the girls had gone to
use the toilet.

The incident came
to light after both girls
refused to go to school
because they were
scared after what had
happened to them.
When the parents
asked them the reason
behind their behaviour,
they told them of the
sexual assault that took
place at the school.

mTurnto page 9

ties to comprehensiue strategic Ilal‘lIIﬂI'ShIIl

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): Indla and
Malaysia on Tuesday
elevated their ties to
a comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership after
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and his
Malaysian counterpart
Anwar Ibrahim held
extensive talks focusing
on expanding coopera-
tion in several sectors,
including trade, invest-
ment and defence.

A pact on promoting
recruitment of Indian
workers in Malaysia and
protection of their inter-

ests was one of the at
least eight agreements
inked between the two
sides.

The pact on recruit-
ment of Indian workers

assumes significance as
illegal immigration and
human trafficking from
India to Malaysia are
among major concerns of
the two governments.

Ibrahim began his
three-day visit to India on
Monday night in his first
trip to the country as the
prime minister.

“Today, we have decid-
ed that our partnership
will be elevated to a Com-
prehensive Strategic Part-
nership,” Modi said in his
media statement.

The prime minister
said the agreement on
employment of workers
will promote the recruit-
ment of Indians as well
as the protection of their
interests.

=Turntopage9 :

Tarigami writes to CEC for allowing
advts to print medla during MCC

JAMMU, Aug 20
(Agencies): CPI(M)
leader Mohamad Yousuf
Tarigami has submit-
ted a letter to the Chief
Election Commissioner
of India, Rajiv Kumar
Ranjan regarding chal-
lenges faced by the print
media fraternity due to
implemen-tation of the
Model code of Conduct
(MCC) in Jammu and
Kashmir. “With the MCC
in place, advertisements
related to develop-ment
have been suspend-
ed from the date of
announcement of polls,
until the completion of

elections. While the
adherence to the MCC
is crucial, it is important
to consid-er the severe
impact this decision has
on the already struggling
print media industry in
the region,” lie explained
in the letter.

Tarigami pointed out

that the print media fra-
ternity had also endured
significant financial
loss-es for the period
of MCC imposed during
recent Parliamentary
elec-tions, and they are
now facing similar cir-
cumstances. “Given the
importance of a vibrant
and functional media
in a democracy, and
in view of the financial
challenges faced by the
print media fraternity, it
would be highly appre-
ciated if an exception to
permit advertisements
distribu-tion is made at
=Turn to page 9

ECI issues notification f0r§

first phase of J&K polls

SRINAGAR, Aug 20
(Agencies): The Election
Commission of India on
Tuesday issued notifi-
cation for 24 assembly
seats of Jammu & Kash-
mir where voting will take
place on September 18.

The ECI issued the
election notification after
the Lieutenant Governor,
in a separate notifica-
tion, called upon each

of these 24 constituen-
cies to elect members of
Jammu & Kashmir Legis-
lative Assembly in accor-
dance with the provisions
of the Representation of
Peoples Act, 1951, news
agency KNO reported
The poll-body issued noti-
fication for Pampore,Tral,
Pulwama, Rajpora, Zaina-
pora, Shopian,D.H. Pora,

=Turn o page9

Amarnath Yatra ends w1th 12 yr footfall hlgh of §.1 lakh devotees

SRINAGAR, Aug 20
(Agencies): The annual
Amarnath pilgrimage
concluded on Monday
with over 5 lakh pilgrims
paying obeisance at the
shrine in Himalayas.

The yatra ended as
“Chari Mubarak”, the
silver mace believed
to be of Lord Shiva,
reached the cave shrine
where prayers were held
on the occasion of Shra-
van Purnima, coincid-

ing with the festival of
Raksha Bandhan.

The Chari Mubarak,
carried by mahant swami

Deependra Giri, had
started its journey from
Dashnami Akhara

mTurn to page 9

~ Security grid to be bolstered
~ in Jammu hospitals

JAMMU, Aug 19 (Agen-
cies): Security grid in
Government Medical
College and Hospital
(GMCH) Jammu and Shri
Maharaja Gulab Singh
(SMGS) Hospital Jammu
besides other associated
hospitals would be bol-
stered.

Decision was taken in a
meeting of senior faculty,

convened by Principal
and Dean, Jammu GMC,
Dr Ashutosh Gupta to
review the security sce-
nario within the hospital
premises.

During the meeting, as
per the officials, it was
unanimously decided that
20 armed police person-
nel would be deployed

mTurntopage 9

BSF Man Makes History
As First CAPF Officer
To Complete Ironman
Triathlon

NEW DELHI, Aug 20:
A 35-year-old BSF offi-
cer has become the first
CAPF officer to success-
fully complete the Iron-
man challenge, one of the
toughest triathlon events
across the globe.

Assistant Commandant
Harish Kajla joined the

=Turn to page 9 ; '

Kolkata rape-murder case: SC orders formation
of national task force for safety of doctors

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): The Supreme
Courton Tuesday ordered
the formation of a nation-
al task force to suggest
measures for the security
of medical profession-
als across the country,
observing that the safety
of doctors is the “highest
national concern”.

A bench headed by CJI

D.Y. Chandrachud, which
has taken suo moto cog-
nisance of the rape and
murder of a junior doctor
at the state-run R.G. Kar

Medical College and Hos-
pital in Kolkata earlier
this month, termed the
incident “horrific” which
raises “systemic issue of
safety of doctors across
the country”.

“We are deeply con-
cerned with the fact that
there is an absence of
safe conditions of work

uTurnto page9 |

Power Of Constitution Can Defeat ‘Dictatorial Regime’s
Arrogance’ Cong On Lateral Entry U-Turn

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): The Con-
gress on Tuesday claimed
that the Centre’s move to
withdraw the advertise-
ment for lateral entry in
bureaucracy was due to
the campaign by party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi and INDIA
bloc parties, and said this
shows that only the power

of the Constitution can
defeat the “arrogance of
a dictatorial regime”.

Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi asserted that
the Congress will protect
the Constitution and the
reservation system at all
costs and foil “conspira-
cies” of the BJP.

The remarks came after

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

Union Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh
wrote to Union Public
Service Commission
(UPSC) chairman Preeti
Sudan and asked her to
cancel the advertisement
so that marginalised com-
munities get their rightful
representation in govern-
ment services.

mTurnto page 9

India’s military
leadership convene
tochart the future
of the country’s
military

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): The Indian
Army’s top brass gathered
in New Delhi on Monday
for a crucial discussion
chaired by General Upen-
dra Dwivedi, the Chief of
the Army Staff (COAS).
This marks the first high-
level meeting under Gen-
eral Dwivedi’s leadership
since he assumed the
role of COAS on June 30,
2024. The meeting, which
will continue through
August 20, is being attend-
ed by the General Officer
Commanding-in-Chiefs of
the Indian Army’s seven
commands.

The primary focus
of the discussion on
Monday was on charting
the course for the Indian
Army’s future and align-
ing with the government’s
vision to make India a
developed country, a sig-
nificant global player and
one of the most desirable
countries to live in by
2047.

mTurn to page 9



OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, August 20, 2024

2 UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, it s

to inform our beloved Sh. Suraj

Parkash Gupta Ji S/o Late Sh.
d Isher Dass Gupta Ji, resident of
House MNo. 119- A Sarveshwar
Bhawan, Canal rcad, Jammu left
for his heavenly abode on August
18, 2024,
The Uthala will take place on
Wednesday, August 21, 2024 at
Panch Mandir, Sector No. 2,
Channi Himmat, Jammu from 4:00
pm - 5:00 pm.

Sh. Sura] Parkash Gupta Ji
(1840 - 2024)

GRIEF STRICKEN
Sml Radha Rani Gupla (Wite)
Son and Daaghter in Law
Sh. Roht Gupsa and 5mt, Pooja Gupta,
Daughter and Son in Law
Gh, Shatmaryu Shamma (IRS) and Smit. Mevnidhi
Daughtor in Law and Naphos
Smt. Shardha and Sh. Avinash Gupla
ami, Naalam ang 5h, Madhugedsn Gupta
Smi. dnw ard Sh. Balram Gupta
Smit, Meern and Sh Ashu Gupta
Smé. Prabha and Sh. Satish Gupta
Sm. Poonam and Sh, Vipan Chandar Gupia
A, Shivani and 5h, Anl Sharma

Samast Lehra Parivar
- Gran dehildren: Yadunandan, e, Vibhunandan, Gaurang, Raghay
Sarveshwar Group of Companias )
Lakshmi Bread Factory
) Raghay Agencies

Ph. Mo, 9415333000, 9006381931, DE9EEE4902

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound griefand sormow, we inform the =d
dermise of our beloved mother Smt Shantb Wik
of Sh lagar Math Bhat at our residence Vinayak
Magar Muthi Sac 2 Opposte Pompash General
Store Ward Mo.66 originally from Madimarg,
Kulgam.

10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed onf
21-08-2024 (Thursday) at & &M at Muthi Ghat.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Jagar Nath Brat -Husba nd

Sonamd Daughter-in-bBw

Sh Bushan Lal Pandit & Smt Pamposh Pandit
Grand 5ons & Grandda ug hters

Ratik, Mitn, A, Simran & Suman Raina
Daughber & Son- In-law

Smi Sanbosh Kumar & Sh ashok Kurmar Raing
Ph : 9797974068 9797408314

SMT SHANTI

10TH DAY/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
you the sad demise of our beloved Late
Smt. Geeta Devi W/o Sh. Rajkumar Rio
638 Ashok Magar Satwari, Jammu who left
us for heavanly abode on 12th August 2024
Antim Ardas on 21st August (Wednesday)
at Gurudwara Sri Baba Fateh Singh Ji Gole E-’r
Market Gandhi Nagar, Mear K.\, School L ate Brat. Gaata Davi
Jammu from 11.30am - 1.00 pm.

Followed by Guru Ka Langar.

Grief Stricken

Raj Kumar - Husband - 941912 3081

Chaman Lal & Bimla Rani - Brother-in-law & Bhabhi - 8306573108
Girdhari Lal & Jyoti Devi - Brother-in-law & Bhabhi

Mohit Loach - Son - 8622277400

TENTH DAY / KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret
to inform the sad demise of Sh., Pawan
Kumar Gupta Slo Kasturi Lal Vaid Rio
Barian.

Tenth Day will be performed on 21/8/2024
(Wednesday) from 10.00 am to 12.00
Noon at our residence.

Kriya will be performed on 24/8/2024

GRIEF STRICKEN
All Nears & Dears
Mob.: 9419123449

~

e

(Salurday) at 12.00 Noon at our residence. Sh. Pawan Kumar

Gupta

TENTH DAY

ih regret amd profound gief we |rform about the
d and umtimely demiss af our beloved Shril
akesh Bhardi |Driver-S8RTC) Sio Late Shii Dev Raj
agal (Finanes Deplt, JK) Ris Arrda an 12 Awqusl,
2=

igust, 24 Wednesday
HNUE: Mimnkari Bhawan {Mear JBK BANK)
TSAMNG: al 12 koon

vek Bhani and Smt Anu -(Brother & Bhab hi) Sl Lkl Miwert]

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the =ad demize of our beloved
Smt. Shantli Wife of Sh Jagar Nath
residence of Vinayak MNagar Muthi
Sec 2 Opposite Pomposh General
Store  Ward Mo.68 originally from
NMadimarg Kulgam on 12-08-2024.
TENTH DAY KRIYVA will be parformed

an 21-08-2024 (Wednesday) at 8AM
at Muthi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Daughter & Son- in-law

Grand Sons & Granddaughters
Ratik, Nitin, Arli, Simran & Suman Raina
Ph. 9797408314, 9797974068

amt Santosh Kuman & Sh Ashok Kumar Raina

SMT. SHANTI

RVAER

A year bas pasged in the blink of an eye since you
ware smatched away from us so abruplly by the
cruel grasp of fate on D1-00-2023, You were a
woman of remarkable courage. sef-sacrifice,
re silience gamersity and unsvavenng wil power
Though you lefl us for loo soon yel your spirit lives
. In the hearie and minda of the loving family, you
=L behind .
The Maswar and Veharvaer of our Late Smi.
Resta Bhat Wio Sh JLBhat OFF HiNo. 08
3.3 Lane, Seclor -1, Durga Nagar, Jamma will be
performed on 20-08-2024 and 21-D824 respec-
live:by in Greaber Noda

(Deughters and Son-in-law)

S, Fesnu Houl & Sh Dilip Koul
Smt. Sanu Faima &Sh. Sanpy Raime
Sl Meenu Bhat & Sh. Pawan Blat
(Deeply missed by Grand Child ren
Rk, Ayueh, Riya, Pari & Shivi

Ph. No. TRES72A306 & 9958670107

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

‘With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Sh.Ramesh Kumar Jandial, 5/0 Lt 5h.
Banarasi Dass Jandial, RfO 803/A, Last Morh,
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu on 9th August, 2024,
Tenth Day will be performed on Sunday
August 18, 2024 from 11 am to 12 Noon at
our residence BOAfA, Last Morh, Gandhi
MNagar, Jammu.

Kriva will be perfermed on Wednesday,
August 21, at 12 noon at our residence
B809/A, Last Morh, Gandhi Nagar, lammu,
FAMILY IN GRIEF:

Smit. Veena Jandial (Wife)

Son and Daughter-in-law

Mrs Mympheia & Mr\ivek Jandial
Daughter and Son-in-law

Mrs Bhawana & Mr. Deepak Koul
Brother and Bhabhi

Mrrs Arty & Mr. Surash landial

5H. RAMESH KUMAR JANDIAL

Sister and Erother-in-law

Mrs Kamlesh & Mr.Satish Gupta
Grandchildren: Kivanshi, Aarawv
Mob.: 6005110758, 9411114433

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Piaray Lal
Pandita Sfo Sh. Krishen Ji Pandita on
15th August 2024 originally from village
Arigam, Budgam, cumently residing at
H.No. 46, Ward No. 60 Buta Magar,
Paloura, Jammu.

The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed

FIFTH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW WE b FORM
THE SAD DEMISE OF QUR RELCAVED DR.KRISHAN
KANT SHARMA (5/0 LATE 5H FARAM CHAND SHARNA
§ HD SKAT ANITA SHAR M RO UDHAMPUR

5TH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED ONW 2137 AUGUST
WEDNMESDAY AT LAXMI MARAYAN TEMPLE GANDHI
NAGAR JARMEIL F RO 102230 AM T 1150 AM

INGRIEF

2mil. Kamla Davi [ Mothaor-kn-law)

Yo Late Sh Bharat Bhushan Khjuns

* 1

TENTH DAY KRMA wil b= performed an 24ih
Auguset, 2024 (SATURDAY ) at Muthi Ghat, Jammu
al B30 & M.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sl Haushlya Bhat - BHABHI

SOMS & DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW

Lenin Kumar Bhat & Asha Bhat (9906130745)
Achok Kumar Bhat & Bika Kumari (341318 3528)
‘ijmy Gagarinz Bhatl & Puply Bhat (9650029018)]
Shiban Krishan Bhal & Vijpy Kumari (93697518207)
Swrinder Krizhan Bhat & Reanu Bhat (3419131577 )
Sweety Bhat & veerJi Brat

GRAMND CHILDREN

Ashish Bhat & Shivani Howl Bhat (990E6369296)
Fahul Bral & Shivani Jhinval Bhat (DEETEZ20941)
Doe pahikha BEhat

Wika s Bhal & Pria Darshari Blan

Armit Koul & Ani Erat Houl

Mayur Bhat & Priyanka Ehat

Earansh, Agastya, Vedaant, Divita, Devaansh & Vikaans

Shri Makhan Lal Bhat
(Nagam)

hacha & Chachi (Drver-SRTC) Emi Amita Shanma apd Sh, Rampaul Sharmma
= Ra| Bhagat & Smi Kalkeh Smit fajani Shanme and Sh. Raleeh Sha ma D KRISHAN KANT 5HARMA
' Biitged & 51l Farneah Smt Jyoli Share and Sh. Rajnder Shama (o Surgeos)
ilak Raj & Smt Vimal Dr Rama Sharma and Amit
jindzr Kumar & Smt Swdesh Or Kamakehi and Or Kural Sharma
hinder Singh & Smt. Shiksta Brart (Jija & Sster) Or Neha Sharma and Dr Nitin Sharma
419108170, B5SOEE241573, 9410422622 Arsshu, Cew ard Gopu
BOBZ 9404 50,04 10160238 8410905438
e e Ul e e s by
about the sad demise of ow be bved Shri Makban beloved Sh., Awtar Hrishan Kouwl S0 Law. Sh. Gash Lal
Lal Bhat of Magam, Tebsll Chaduna, Disit. Budgam, Kol e Botagund Handwara Kos hmic peeseniy ot Fld: 20,
AP Fouse Mo. 1, Hells Kids Lane, Buts Magar, T h‘ L =l ?ﬁ;ﬁ;—ﬂm Mo -23, Jdagti Townehip Magois Ramanw on
Behind Radio Sharda. He passed away on 15th . T A ettt s A S ﬁ
August, 2023 (Thuraday 1" .\_\. nuﬂrl‘.";lnucl:ar"_-?cl'n: b:ll..-ci.:tn-nl.‘il.l:lrﬂ'-:-rrp !arnm:.I :

FRIEF 5TR G KEM:

Sret. Pammy Eaul [WNiSs)

St & She At Koul (Doughter in law & Sond

Sh Sahil Raira Ho Late Syel, Drimpy Boul (Som im o)
Sret. Sheor Howl Wio Lok, ShH. H . Houl iSistor in low)
Sret & Sh P, M Eoul Bisder in lee & Beotbar - .
et & Fh. Rakesh Koo [Beughter in low & Son)

Sret & Sh Ravi ji (Deughter & Son o e )

Zret. & Th. Swnl §j Pondia [Deughiber 8 Son i L]
S #An il Kol [Seor]

St & Fh Sed besl) Bekroo (Daughter & Son in law)
S & Sh Des kil Sage (Datg bler & Som in law)
Sret, & Sh AK, Reins (Sister & Brother in e |

Sred & Sh Rajpsh Ji Canjeo (Sieter & Brollsr in e
Sret A Sh Kundsn Lal Eaul [(Eiabar in lvw B Brod heae)
St & Sh Raj Math ol (Sisber in L & B rathsrn)
Erst. & Th Ashok Foul [Bister in les 8 Brofhesr)

Srei. & Sh Wined Koul ([Siser in low & Brollser)

Miza Punil Ko [Grans Do b er)

hagpote, Jammu
Contect Humbera: 9005208191, BOD53607 1. 9140 538440
Sh GL Pandas - 70047 3665

SH. ANTAR KRISHAN

MOLURNING FROM MALUN SIDE wil b= olseafved at Communily Hall, Lam 24, lagh Towsshp

&

wi
r he f
e
P —

KOUL

TENTH DAY KRIYA

‘Wih protund gial and acomw we inbrm Fe sl cemiss of our baloned
Emt. Sheals Saraf Wi Bh Mss Lal Soral B M Ratl Bapninog Resp
Nasgr, o of Seaser| Dwaries, Mam Dal an 124 Augisl, D24

BOTH DAY will b ol Baimiecd a2 1) Bt 2004 80 8 X0 afh &l 5 e G
Sepnber Mandd Fust T Blod Phose-1, Secke 108 Mow Palom 'Hhar
Guregrom mnd ceoembily wil be beld of Sargodhs Aporimenis Flat Mo, 729
S ior=7, ok 13 Duisrka, Mow el & 8 am

GRIEFSTRICHEMN

WakiLal Saraf (Husba sl

Faru & %oy Foul | Roi) | Doug Her and Sooe i neLaw) ST 1T 50080

Pt Parad i Bary | { Shetar-in-Low) 5006 0T355r

Waira &N Faid (Vesad Sieter i Law a nd Brodhee inLaw) D8 101 90IES
Hergl d Eaul [ Beother indlaw) S353606 145

Ko i BL Jod S mterinelaw & BrolferinLes) 41018003

B st Eool Sshar i n-Law] 0500 T8 N2

Usrrila 5K wwal Ji S B S b - in-Low el Broiihe o @ L) 9706223003
Haha & Diaa pek S| Do ughtes i Lam e 5o %5 T708400

Shawwin & Fstan Rama jlaghecard Soreie Laa) 0758174674

B Wl & Shacl LAl Kol Ran) S005 50304

Bt Kaul, Rudcar Matsl Ha]), Ekakath Samland Veda Baro |G rasdsh i dmey 501 TEGE0M
Samast Saraf, Houl {Rais) and Thaploo Pariwar of Arantnosg

smit. E;haa{a Sarafl

TENTH DAY

with profound gref and sormow, it s regretfully
informed that owr beloved Sh. Lakesh Bharti
(Driwer-SRTC) Sfo late Sh Dev Raj Bhagat (K-
Finance Dep).

Expired on 12,08 24. HE Tenth Day shall be haid on
210824 at Nimnkard Bhawan (Mear M&H-Bank),
Arnia.

Satsaing :1 200 Noon.

Griel Strichken

Smt. Fammy Kumar (Wifa)

Smt. Aasha Rani [Mether)

Sh. Sushant Bhagat (Son)

Mohinder Singh amd Shiksha Brarti (Jijas and DEi)
Shiivek Bharti & annu (Brother and Bhabhi)
Shokaghunath Singh & Gesta (Fufa amd Bua)
Chac ha ~-Chachi:

Sh. Des Baj Bhaga b & Kailash

Sh. Mahesh Bhagat & Ramesh

S5h.Tilak Raj Bhagat & Bimla

5h. Rajinder Kumar & Fajni

D4104 2622

Sh. Lakesh Bharti

on 24-08-2024 at 8 am at Muthi Ghat near Piaray Lal Pandita
Director Education Deptt.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Santosh Pandita - Wife

Kamal Fandita & Nisha Pandita - Son & Daughterdndaw
Rakesh Pandita & Sakshi Pandita - Son & Daughterindaw

A K. Pandita & Guddi Pandita - Brother & Bhabhi

M.K. Pandita & Anita Pandita - Brother & Bhabhi

[Ancop Dhar & Supriya Dhar - Brother-in-law & Sistern-law
Miam & Vivaan - Grand Children

land the entire Dhar & Bhat Family

Mob. Mo: 7506797811, 9419298171, 9419726268, 6006334273

Ll \/
DA

With profound grief and sorrow, we

inform the sad demise of our beloved|:

Smt Sharda Devi W/o Late Dr. R D

Bhasin Rfo Bawa Talab.

TENTH DAY will be performed on

21/08/2024 (Wednesday) at our resi-

dence Bawa Talab. Satsung from 12

MNoan to 1 pm followed by lunch.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Son & Daughter in law

Dr Ajay Bhasin & Dr Rekha Bhasin

Late Mr. Vijay Bhasin & Mrs. Punita Bhasin

Dr Sanjay Bhasin & Mrs. Ekta Bhasin

Dr Vikram Bhasin & Dr Deepak Mala Bhasin

Grand Children : Anamika, Anirudh, Aradhana, Anupama

Sadhana, Upasana, Anurag
Mobile No: 9419105003, 8494015518, 5419175003

TENTH DAY/KRIYAJUTHAL

Wilh prefolind grl:l& sorow, we inform abou the sad
demige of our belwed Sh Ram Samn S LLShAnant
Ram Fio Vilage Kole.

10th Day- Sunday, 18 Aug, 2024 at Vilbge Hobe at
130 am,

Kriya - Morday, 19 Aug 2024 at vilage Kote af 12:30
P,

Wthala on Saturday, 3¢ Aug 2024 at Village Kaote at
200 PM

Grief Btrickan:
Sapicah Kumarl (Wit}
Satya Davi {Taya) |
Fifesh Kumar {San] - arl
Laita Dot | Donuaghdar-indnwg 5h Ram Saran
Prianka Sharma (Daughiar)

Fditya Dt & harma (Grand Son)

Duauightar & Ban in biw

Pois & Paasn Kumar

faha Rani & Jagdiuh & harma

o nu Kumaon & Somit Shama

Coualn | Do Kuma i, Shbh Famn, Hewal Ratian, Amil Tekayl
BHD TAKAYIA FaMILY

TENTH DAY

With pmfa und gael ard sormw we infom (ke s d derse o
o bebved Gihe rSh Mokan Lal Bogis (Retd Sup®. ERgr,
PWID) Sio Late Sh. Garib Dass Rio House No 22-P, Seciord,
Oppedale Lerge Caf. Chann Himmal whi 120 Tor Fes heaven
Yy abode on 13082024,

Tonth Day shall be pedormed an 22.08.2024 ot Parch
Mardi, Seckor 2, Channi Himered, rear Police Sation Chanre.
| Batsang: 12:00 Hoon o 1.00 pm

Langar: 1:00 pm b 300 pm

REMEMBERED BY

JEons and Daughters in Law

Deerak Bogi (Rarge Oficer) & D Ashia

Sunil Bogia (AEE) and Priya

Daughtar and Son in Law

Dr. Rerw Hars and Sujest Hars (AEE)

& Bogla family

9419217213, 9418254506

Contact !
ITATSEROT, B4 1200006,
DERI2TAEL, STITI02D00,

ToME0TO83

Sh. Mohan Lal Bagia
{Ratd Supdt. Engr, PWD)]

MOURNING FROM IN LAWS SIDE

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform
the sad and untimely demise of our|
brother-in-law namely Sh. Praduman
Krishen Tickoo Ho Smi Urmilla
Tickoo (Baby)D/o Late Sh. Shyam 'y
Sunder Lal of Kilam Kulgam on 16th of .
August 2024 (Friday).

Mourning from In Laws Side is being
observed at HNo. 15 Lane No. 1 ASJS
Avenue, Airpart Road Amritsar (Punjab).
GRIEF STRICKEN

Bhat Parivar of Kilam Kulgam

Phone No.: 979660514, 9796062342, 7889570325

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

Sh. Praduman Krishen
Tickoo

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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GS takes stock of SGGIII‘iW, other arrangements Tiranga Rally taken out by Muslim

Rashtriya Manch at Jammu

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 20:
Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo on Tuesday held
a meeting of top Civil
Administration and Police
Department to take stock
of the security arrange-
ments made for smooth
conduct of assembly
elections here in the UT.

Besides the DG Police
and Principal Secretary,
Home the meeting was
also attended by Spl
DGP; Spl DG Crime;
ADGPs; Divisional
Commissioner, Kash-
mir/lJammu; Secretary,
Transport; IGP Jammu/
Kashmir; Transport Com-
missioner; DIGs; Deputy
Commissioners; SSP-
sand other concerned
officers.

Outstation officers par-
ticipated in the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

The Chief Secretary
took this occasion to

impress upon the con-
cerned to make robust
arrangements for addi-
tional companies of
CAPFs required in each
district.

He asked for identifi-
cation of feasible loca-
tions for camping these
security forces which
are amenable in terms

of basic amenities like
water, power, toilets and
others.

Dulloo also sensitized
the administration to
look into the security and
accommodation of con-
testing candidates. He
advised for making ade-
quate arrangements for
such protected persons

y

/

along with other require-
ments for their campaign-
ing and electioneering.
He implored upon the
Transport Department
to make prior roadmap
in collaboration with the
respective districts for
making available the reqg-
uisite number of buses,
LMVs and HMVs for fer-

candidates for Assembly Elections
I

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: Vilak-
shan Singh, President of
the Jammu and Kashmir
National Panthers Party
(Bhim), has announced
the party’s first list of
candidates who will
contest the upcoming
assembly elections. This
announcement highlights
the party's commitment
to representing diverse
constituencies and
addressing key regional
issues with dedicated
leadership. In the first list
party has declared the
names of 17 candidates
from Kashmir Province.

The candidates who
shall contest assembly
elections on the man-
date of JKNPP (Bhim)
are Syed Mohammad
Qurashi for Karnah,
Munir Ahmed Khan for
Kupwara, Peerzada
Mudasir Rashid Shah
for Lolab, Abdul Ahad
Najar for Pattan, Gh.
Nabi Khatana for Kangan
(ST), Farooqg Ahmed Dar

for Ganderbal, Mehraju
Din Daggu for Khan-
yar, Hakim Arif Ali for
Zadibal, Ali Mohammed
Dar for Beerwah, Abdul
Rashid Para for Chrar-
i-Sharief, Mohd Aqib
for Pampore, Gh. Nabi
Shiekh for Tral, Mushtaq
Ahmed Khan for Zaina-
pora, Hakikat Singh for
Shopian, Mohd Amin
Naik for Kulgam, Mohd
Rafig Wani for Anant-
nag West, Ab. Hamidul-
lah Najar for Anantnag
Assembly Constituency.

While briefing the
media, Vilakshan
demanded that adequate
security should be pro-
vided to the leaders of the
party. He said that the list
of the leaders of JKNPP
(Bhim) has already been
submitted to the Director
General of Police. Singh
said that UT administra-
tion is subjecting JKNPP
(Bhim) leaders to step
motherly treatment. He
said during the parlia-
mentary elections also
no security was provided

to the leaders of JKNPP

(Bhim) with an inten-
tion to deprive them of
their right to effectively
participate in electoral
process. He said that
JKNPP (Bhim) is being
discriminated with as the
party has always stood
up for the deprived class.

During the press brief-
ing, Vilakshan empha-
sized the party’s long-
standing commitment to
social justice and region-
al integrity. “The Jammu
and Kashmir National

NC sole guarantor for welfare of masses: Bimla Luthra

Support NC to ensure better future in J&K, says Vijay Lochan

Top News Report

SAMBA, Aug 20: J&K
National Conference is
sole guarantor for welfare
of the masses especially
for the women folk, and if
people will pave way for
this party to enter power
corridors in J&K, their
problems will vanish for-
ever like a dream.

This was stated by
Bimla Luthra, State Vice
President Women Wing
and former MLA Jammu
while addressing a Con-
vention of Party’s Women
Wing at Lower Kotli in
Bari Brahmana.

The meeting was orga-
nized under the chairman-
ship of Sodagar Gupta,
District President Samba
JKNC Samba. The
meeting was arranged
by Rajni Devi District
President Women Wing,
JKNC Samba with the
main support and dedi-
cation of Block President
Shushma Devi. In the
meeting, Vijay Lochan,
Chairman JKNC SC Cell
Jammu was the Guest
of Honour, Mohinder
Singh, Sr. leader Samba;
Rakesh Singh Raka Vice
President Central Zone
Block presidents Swarn
Singh Charak (Block
Bari Brahmna), Prem
Singh (Block Parmandal),
Joginder Kumar (Block
Vijaypur) and Bua Dutta
(Block Samba); Sat Paul
Block (Ramgarh); Ajay
Sharma (Vice President

Samba); Bharata Bushan
(Secretary Central Zone
Jammu); Nar Singh
(President Labour Cell
Jammu); Puran Chand
Ex President MC (Bari
Brahmana); Jaswant
Singh (District Secre-
tary Samba); Rahul Attri
(Youth leader); Rajesh-
war Singh (Youth leader)
and Raju Padgotra were
also presented.

Earlier, Rajni Devi
apprised the senior NC
functionaries about piti-
able condition and the
problems related to
widow pension, inflation,
kitchen budget and above
all sky-rocketing unem-
ployment in J&K.

Bimla Luthra, who was
the Chief Guest of the
convention, said that
there is no doubt that
the National Conference
is the sole guarantor of
people’s interests and
for adding persistency,
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NC cadre has to main-
tain close contact with
the people for knowing
their problems and find-
ing ways to resolve them
on priority. She asserted
that the women's wing
has always watered the
values of the National
Conference and is like a
strong pillar which always
stood by the party leader-
ship to make it a force to
reckon with in J&K.
Bimla Lutha said that
National Conference has
always stood for women
rights and will continue
to do the same as it is
indigenous to the party’s
norms and ethos. She
castigated BJP leader-
ship over its failure to
contain inflation in the
country. “Household bud-
gets are dwindling under
directionless policies of
helmsmen but there is no
one to rectify the err”, she
said, adding that women

A

are the worst sufferers
of unprecedented rise in
prices of essential com-
modities as every day
they have to think of doing
new compromises to sus-
tain life, reflecting the fail-
ure of government. She
said that under NC Gov-
ernment, there was 50
percent seats reserved
for girl students in J&K
but under the incumbents
there is only rhetoric and
nothing else.

Vijay Lochan, Chair-
man JKNC SC Cell, in his
address, voiced concern
over the plight of margin-
alized sections in Jammu
and Kashmir, stating that
they are facing step-
motherly treatment under
the current dispensation.
He stressed that only
the National Conference
can guarantee equitable
development and justice
for all, regardless of their
background.

rying polling staff, secu-
rity forces and other poll
materials.

He enjoined upon the
respective Divisional
Commissioners to per-
sonally monitor these
activities along with spec-
ifying places, carrying
out necessary repairs,
if any before the actual
dates of polling there. He
directed for submitting
the daily reports about
the progress made on this
account.

Moreover the Chief Sec-
retary took appraisal from
the concerned Divisional
Commissioners, Deputy
Commissioners and
Transport Department
about their prepared-
ness and plans to meet
the requirements. He
asked them to observe
utmost coordination with
each other so that this
democratic exercise com-
pletes in a very congenial
manner with large partici-
pation of public.

Panthers Party (Bhim) announces first list of

Panthers Party (Bhim),
under the legacy of Prof.
Bhim Singh, has always
been dedicated to the
upliftment of the poor and
downtrodden. Prof. Bhim
Singh devoted his entire
life to serving humanity,
championing the pres-
ervation of our pristine
Dogra identity against
attempts by certain
Kashmir-based parties
and Congress to under-
mine it,” said Singh.

He continued, “Prof.
Bhim Singh fought tire-
lessly for every citizen,
regardless of caste, reli-
gion, or region, and never
discriminated between
Dogras and Kashmiris.
As we move forward,
JKNPP (Bhim) is com-
mitted to carrying forward
his legacy, ensuring jus-
tice and equitable devel-
opment for all. | appeal
to voters to support our
candidates, as we are
the only party commit-
ted to deliver justice and
development right to their
doorsteps.”

Lochan emphasized the
importance of unity and
collective action in sup-
porting the leadership
of Dr. Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah, as
they have consistently
worked for the welfare of
the people. He urged the
public to come together
and strengthen the hands
of the Abdullahs in the
forthcoming Assembly
elections, reiterating the
National Conference’s
unwavering commitment
to peace, prosperity, and
inclusive growth in the
region. By voting for the
National Conference, he
added, the people would
ensure a better future,
where every section of
society receives its fair
share of development
and opportunities.

Sodagar Gupta and
Rakesh Singh Raka said
that National Confer-
ence is a secular party
and that is the reason
behind its popularity in all
the nooks and corners of
the union territory unlike
BJP, which has meager
presence in some pock-
ets in only Jammu region
with its leaders always
fearing defeat in polls in
those areas as well. They
asked the party cadre to
continue with the good
work by remaining in
touch with the people and
also focus on problems of
women folk in their areas
to address them on pri-
ority.

Top News Report

Jammu, Aug 20: J&K
"Muslim  Rashtriya
Manch" took out Tiranga
Rally at Jammu on Tues-
day.

Tiranga Rally led by All
India Convenor "Muslim
Rashtriya Manch"(MRM)
Abu Bakar Naqvi was
taken out in Gandhi
Nagar Jammu.

The rally which was
organised in connection
with 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
programme was formally
flagged off by all India
Convenor MRM Abu Bakr
Naqvi. Besides others,
the rally was attended by
Gulshan Kumar(Organiser
J&K, Ladakh), Mir
Nazir Ahmed(Convenor
J&K, Ladakh UT's),
Adv. Malikzada Mohd
Shahzad(Legal advisor
J&K, Ladakh UT's),

Slogans like Meri Mati
Mera Desh, Madray
Watan Hindustan Zind-

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: The
Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Jammu,
under the aegis of its
Hindi Rajbhasha Samiti,
hosted a special guest
lecture by Dr. Manmo-
han Vaidya, All India
Executive Committee
Member of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), on the profound
topic "Indian Concept of
India’ on Tuesday, Man-
dapam, Auditorium. Prof.
B.S. Sahay, Director, I1IM
Jammu also graced the
occasion. Present on
the occasion was Shri
Rupesh Kumar Mehta,
PrantPracharak,J& K,
RSS.

Dr. Manmohan Vaidya,
a distinguished scholar
and an influential figure
in India's socio-cultural
landscape, delivered a
thought-provoking lec-
ture that delved into the
Indian concept of nation-
hood and the rich cultural
heritage that shapes the
country's identity. He
emphasized the critical
need for India to define
its national identity, stat-
ing that unless the people
decide who they are,
they cannot determine
the direction they need
to take. He described
Bharat as unique in its
spiritual essence, which
transcends cultural
boundaries and forms
the core of its identity. He
highlighted that India has
a culture that celebrates
diversity, and this diver-
sity must be seen as a
strength in defining the
nation’s path forward.
Without a unified under-
standing of this identity,

abad, Aek Hind Jai Hind,
Aadhi Roti Khayenge,
Bachon Ko Padayeingay,
Taleem Zandgi Kay Liye,
Zindagi Watan Kay Liye,
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
Zindabad were raised on
the occasion.

The rally passed
through different roads
and concluded at Augaf
Market Jammu.

Expressing his views on
this occasion, Abu Bakr
Naqvi said the purpose of
"Tiranga Rally" is to unite
all the people together
by religion and nation. "
It was aimed at infusing
the spirit of patriotism in
the hearts of the citizens
and join in the walk for
peace and prosperity of
the country," Naqvi said.

The ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
is a campaign under the
aegis of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav' to encour-
age people to bring the
Tiranga. “bringing the
Tricolor(flag) collectively

he suggested, the nation
struggles to find its direc-
tion. His insights under-
scored the importance of
self-awareness in India's
journey of rebuilding and
progress, drawing par-
allels with other nations
like Japan and Israel
that have successfully
defined their identities
and paths forward. His
lecture urged the audi-
ence to reflect on India's
unique spiritual and cul-
tural strengths and to
contribute to the nation's
development with a clear
sense of purpose and
direction.

In his address, Prof.
B.S. Sahay, Director,
IIM Jammu, welcomed
Dr. Manmohan Vaidya
and emphasized the
significance of such dis-
cussions in an academic
setting. He remarked,
"Unless we decide who
we are as a people, we
cannot determine the
direction we need to
take. Bharat is a land with
diverse perspectives, yet
we lack a unified under-
standing of our identity,
which has led to a lack of
clear direction. The true
essence of Bharat lies
in its spiritual founda-
tion and cultural ethos."
He also reflected on the
remarkable growth of
IIM Jammu, which has
expanded from 47 stu-
dents to over 1,000 in a
short span of time, along
with an array of pro-
grams. He emphasized
the importance of engag-
ing with opportunities like
Dr. Vaidya's lecture to
gain deeper insights into
India's core thought pro-
cess. He urged everyone
to prioritize the nation

as a nation in the 78th
year of independence
thus becomes symbolic
of not only an act of
personal connection to
the Tiranga but also an
embodiment of our com-
mitment to nation building
Naqvi added.

In addition, a plantation
drive was organized by
the MRM crew at Muthi,
near the DSE office in
Jammu.

Prominent among
those who were pres-
ent on the occasion
included, Ali Mohd
Chechi (Co-Convenor
J&K), Mohd Aslam Malik
(Co-Convenor Intellec-
tual Wing), Shahid Kalas
(Co-Convenor Jammu
province), Fayaz Ahmed
Wani(Secretary Jammu
Province), Rayees Ahmed
Sheikh(Secretary Jammu
Province), Mohd Ashraf
Choudhary(Convenor
Youth distt Jammu) and
others.

Lecture by Dr. Manmohan
Vaidya held at IIM Jammu

above all and to seek
guidance on how they
can better contribute to
India's progress.

The program com-
menced with the lighting
of the lamp, followed by a
welcome address by Dr.
Anuja Akhouri, Co-Chair-
person, Hindi Rajbhasha
Samiti, IIM Jammu. The
event concluded with
a Q&A session, where
participants engaged in
an insightful dialogue
with the esteemed
speaker. The event
was coordinated by the
Hindi Rajbhasha Samiti,
IIM Jammu. Present on
the occasion were Dr.
Ashish Kumar, Chairper-
son, Student Affairs, [IM
Jammu, Dr. Nitin Upad-
hyay, Chairperson, IT,
IIM Jammu,Dr. Rashmi
Ranjan Parida, Chair-
person, Admissions, [IM
Jammu,Dr. Sarbjit Singh,
Chairperson, Internation-
al Relations, and Cmdr.
Kesavan Baskkaran,
CAO, IIM Jammu.

The event conclud-
ed with the National
Anthem, leaving the
attendees inspired and
more connected to the
roots of Indian civiliza-
tion.The event served
as a testament to the
shared values and
heritage that unite the
attendees, significantly
enhancing their sense of
belonging and commit-
ment. It highlighted the
integral role of India’s
rich cultural legacy in
shaping the nation’s
future, reinforcing the
importance of preserv-
ing and celebrating
these traditions as the
foundation for continued
progress and unity.
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EDITORIAL

Assembly
Elections

he Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elec-

Ttions represent a pivotal moment in the

region’s political landscape. As one of

the most strategically important and politically

sensitive areas in India, these elections not only

determine the local governance but also reflect
broader national issues and sentiments.

The political history of Jammu and Kashmir has
been marked by its unique status within India.
Initially granted special autonomy under Article
370 of the Indian Constitution, the region saw
significant changes in its political structure after
August 5, 2019, when the Indian government
abrogated Article 370, effectively revoking the
state’s special status and reconstituting it as a
Union Territory. This move was followed by a
reorganization that split Jammu and Kashmir
into two Union Territories: Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh.

The Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections are
held to elect representatives to the Legislative
Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir, which func-
tions as the legislative body of the Union Terri-
tory. The elections are crucial for several reasons.

The region had been under President’s Rule
since 2018, following the dissolution of the
Assembly. These elections are seen as a step
toward restoring democratic governance and
giving a voice to the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The major political parties in Jammu and Kash-
mir include the Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference (NC), the Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and the Indian National Con-
gress (INC). Local parties and independent can-
didates also play a significant role. The political
landscape is further complicated by the unique
regional dynamics between Jammu, Kashmir
Valley, and Ladakh.

The elections are influenced by various factors,
including regional aspirations, national securi-
ty concerns, and the socio-economic develop-
ment agenda. The BJP’s focus on integration and
development contrasts with the NC’s and PDP’s
emphasis on restoring autonomy and addressing
historical grievances. Additionally, the emergence
of new regional players and independent candi-
dates adds complexity to the electoral scene.

Economic development, infrastructure, and
governance are major campaign issues. There is
a strong focus on improving basic services, creat-
ing employment opportunities, and enhancing
infrastructure in the region.

The security situation remains a critical con-
cern. The region has faced challenges related to
insurgency, militancy, and cross-border terror-
ism. Political parties often highlight their strate-
gies for maintaining law and order and ensuring
the safety of the citizens.

The abrogation of Article 370 has been a con-
tentious issue. While the BJP supports the move
as a step toward national integration, regional
parties advocate for greater autonomy and are
critical of the changes.

Issues related to human rights, political free-
dom, and the impact of prolonged security mea-
sures are also prominent. Parties and candidates
address these concerns, aiming to balance secu-
rity with individual freedoms.

The election process involves several stages.
The Election Commission announces the election
schedule, and parties launch their campaigns,
highlighting their platforms and candidates.

The elections are conducted in phases to accom-
modate the region’s diverse geography and secu-
rity requirements. Voter turnout is a significant
factor, with efforts made to ensure that all eligible
voters participate.

After the voting phase, the counting of votes
takes place, and results are declared. The for-
mation of the government follows based on the
majority obtained by the parties or coalitions.

The outcome of the Jammu and Kashmir Assem-
bly elections will have far-reaching implications.

The results will influence the political stabil-
ity of the region. A stable government is crucial
for addressing development needs and main-
taining law and order. The elections will also
reflect the region’s stance on national integration
and autonomy. The response of the electorate
will provide insights into their aspirations and
expectations from the central government. The
elected representatives will be responsible for
implementing policies and programs aimed at
improving the socio-economic conditions of the
region. Effective governance is key to addressing
the needs and concerns of the people.

The Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections
are a significant event in the region’s political
calendar. They represent a crucial opportunity
for the people to voice their opinions and shape
their future. As the election unfolds, the focus will
be on ensuring a fair, transparent, and peaceful
process that reflects the democratic aspirations
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

After PM'’s talk of a secular civil code, can govt publish a draft?

By: Aakar Patel

Delhi’s Red Fort, Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi said
that his government would work
towards changing India’s personal
laws. He said: “After 75 years of a
communal civil code, it is crucial
to move towards a secular civil
code. Once this shift takes place, it
will eliminate religious discrimina-
tion and will bridge the gap felt by
ordinary citizens.” The personal
laws govern marriage, divorce and
inheritance. The BJP has had a curi-
ous relationship with this subject
from the founding of the republic.
Dr B.R. Ambedkar had proposed
modest changes to the Hindu per-
sonal law, especially on the ques-
tion of inheritance for women. He
identified the two dominant forms
of traditional inheritance law and
modified one of them to make
inheritance fairer for women. This
was not acceptable to the RSS’
political formation. Also Read -
Shikha Mukerjee | As public trust
wanes, Didi faces her biggest chal-
lenge Advertisement In its 1951
manifesto, the Jan Sangh opposed
the Hindu Code Bill, saying that
social reform should not come from
above but from society. In 1957, it
said that such changes were not
acceptable unless rooted in ancient
culture. “Riotous individualism”
would ensue as a result, it claimed.
In its manifesto of 1958, the party
wrote: “Joint family and indissol-
uble marriage have been the basis

In his August 15 address from

of Hindu society. Laws that alter
this basis will ultimately lead to
the disintegration of society. The
Jan Sangh will therefore repeal
the Hindu Marriage and Hindu
Succession Acts.” Over time, as
nuclear families became common
and divorce became acceptable
in society, the party dropped this
position without explaining why.
Also Read - Kishwar Desai | Graf-
fiti art cheers post-riots London;
Edinburgh is back, but with ‘warn-
ings’ In its 1967 manifesto, it called
for a uniform civil code. From
here on, this appeared in all the
party’s manifestos and it prom-
ised its voters it would enforce it
if it came to power. The BJP had
an absolute majority in 2014 and
2019, and in both the elections it
had promised a uniform civil code
in its manifesto but it did not legis-
late it or produce a draft. Now that
the party has been reduced to 240
seats in the Lok Sabha, the promise
has been made again, but who is
to fulfil it? Where is the draft law
made by Mr Modi and his minis-
ters? It does not exist, of course. In
the many years that this country
has seen a BJP government there
has been no draft, only speeches.
Also Read - Sanjaya Baru | Ban-
gladesh’s Yunus can ‘re-earn’ his
Peace Prize The reason that no
draft exists is that it is not an easy
problem to solve. For the BJP and
its votaries, “uniform civil code”
or “secular civil code” is a place-
holder for the abolition of polyga-
my. But to get rid of it, the BJP will

have to target more than just Mus-
lims. The aspects relating to Hindu
undivided family are not the only
ones that will have to be resolved.
Most are familiar with Article 370,
which the BJP long targeted and
then gutted in 2019, but fewer are
likely to know about the very next
article, 371, which says that “no
Act of Parliament in respect of
religious or social practices of the
Nagas (and) Naga customary law
and procedure... shall apply to the
State of Nagaland unless the Legis-
lative Assembly of Nagaland by a
resolution so decides”. Also Read
- Anita Katyal | Phogat vs Saina
in Haryana polls? Sonia, Jaya seen
mending fences What happens
to a Secular Civil Code that may
go against Naga customs? We do
not know. The BJP doesn’t either.
In March 2018, the Nagaland Bar
Association submitted a memoran-
dum to Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio
saying that several Central laws
pertaining to personal laws in the
state are “badly contradictory and
opposed to the Naga social cus-
toms and practices. Apart from
the provisions of Article 371A of
the Constitution of India, legisla-
tive power in matters of personal
law is vested with the state legis-
lature”. The laws mentioned were
the Indian Succession Act, 1925;
Special Marriage Act, 1954; Indian
Divorce Act, 1869; Births, Deaths
and Marriages Registration Act,
1886; Guardians and Wards Act,
1890; and Family Courts Act, 1984.
The Bar Association said these laws

“are required to be substituted by
our own State Acts”. Similar provi-
sions in Article 371 safeguard cus-
tomary law for Mizos (371G). Two
things need to be considered now.
First, there is no point in opposing
or even commenting on the Prime
Minister’s call for a uniform or
secular civil code till he produces
a draft. He must be encouraged to
show it, even if he is not pressed
to explain why he didn’t write and
pass the law in the 10 years when
he had a majority. The Opposition
and communities threatened by
the speech should consider hold-
ing back their response till they see
what, if anything, he actually pro-
duces other than talk. The second
thing to consider is why he is rais-
ing it at all given that his party is
now in a minority. Why, similarly,
was the Wagf Bill introduced when
it was obvious that a BJP at 240
seats could not get it passed and
its allies were not interested in fur-
thering its Hindutva agenda? Why
was a Broadcast Bill aimed at throt-
tling such people as Ravish Kumar
and Dhruv Rathee written when
again it was clear that it would
run into trouble? Both these pro-
posed laws have run into the real-
ity of India after June 4, 2024. The
speech on secular civil code shows
no understanding of the meaning
of the election and the fading of the
Prime Minister’s halo. It shows no
acceptance of the real new India,
and so the government continues
writing cheques that its parliamen-
tary minority cannot cash.

As public trust wanes, Didi faces her biggest challenge

By: Shikha Mukerjee

laying to the gallery will
Pnot serve West Bengal’s
feisty Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. Public trust
in her is waning and she doesn’t
know how to stop this erosion.
The postponement of the foot-
ball Derby as a mark of support
to the ongoing protests and
demand for justice that includes
the vow to “Reclaim the Night”
is one sign of that distrust. The
refusal of a sprinkling of Durga
Puja committees of the Rs 85,000
grant by the Mamata Banerjee
government is another. These
are signs of the of the spread of
discontent and disappointment
in Didi’s response to the horrific
gangrape and barbaric murder
of a 31-year-old trainee doctor
at the government-run R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital
and public solidarity with the
tens of thousands of women who
spontaneously mobilised across
300 locations in West Bengal on
August 14-15 night. Also Read
- Aakar Patel | After PM’s talk
of a secular civil code, can govt
publish a draft? Advertisement
Football obsession is the stuff of
epic tales of multi-generation-
al loyalty to either the Mohun
Bagan Athletic Club or its rival,
East Bengal Football Club, in
West Bengal. So is Durga Puja
and the clubs and committees
that organise the celebrations.
When the football clubs decide
to take a stand on a civil-political
issue, it is an event even bigger
than the Derby. Mamata Baner-
jee, who knows this, should
have thought over her govern-
ment’s decisions on tackling the
crisis that she has mismanaged
big time. Also Read - Kishwar
Desai | Graffiti art cheers post-
riots London; Edinburgh is back,
but with ‘warnings’ Instead of
sitting across the table with the
very seriously disturbed young
doctors of R.G. Kar Medical Col-

lege and Hospital other medi-
cal colleges across the state to
understand their protest and
their fears, by not announcing
a major overhaul of the medical
college administration structure
and a shakeup of the bureaucra-
cy, the police and the political
leadership, Mamata Banerjee
has opted for policy changes that
excluded women by discour-
aging them from night shifts.
In doing so she confirmed the
Opposition’s point that Kolkata
and indeed West Bengal was not
safe for working women. Also
Read - Sanjaya Baru | Bangla-
desh’s Yunus can ‘re-earn” his
Peace Prize By her mindless
response to the R.G. Kar Medical
College incident, she belied the
National Crime Records Bureau
data which ranked Kolkata as
the safest of cities for women,
where the incidence of reported
crimes was comparatively the
lowest. In doing so, she revealed
her preferred fallback position, a
ghastly patriarchal remedy for
a problem that challenged the
prevailing toxic masculinity of
perceiving women as prey. Also
Read - Anita Katyal | Phogat vs
Saina in Haryana polls? Sonia,
Jaya seen mending fences The
decisions and her inaction, pos-
sibly born of a lack of confi-
dence in her ability to take on
the extremely sensitive and cer-
tainly volatile task of persuading
the protesting doctors to return
to work, and restore normalcy
in healthcare services, will cost
her dearly. For over a week,
emergency and outdoor patient
services have been disrupted not
only in R.G. Kar Hospital, one
of the busiest in the state, but in
most of the government hospi-
tals in West Bengal. The public,
meaning patients and their fami-
lies, have not voiced their dis-
content over the enforced depri-
vation of services. That tolerance
could end any time and then it
would be up to Mamata Baner-

jee to clean up the mess. Know-
ing all this, her choice of joining
battle with the Opposition, going
on a rally with her women war-
riors as a mark of her support to
the women’s organic mobilisa-
tion demanding justice and the
necessary conditions for them to
Reclaim the Night have been for-
mulaic, in other words predict-
able. What Mamata Banerjee has
not figured out yet is that time
is against her for two reasons.
First, ever since she became
chief minister in 2011, the clock
has been ticking; a generation
has grown up on the promise
and in the expectation of “Pori-
borton”. “Abhaya” too, as the
victim has been named by the
public, grew up in the belief that
Mamata Banerjee would deliver
“Poriborton”, because the doctor
trainee and her colleagues all
belong to that generation. The
prolonged protest and disrup-
tion in healthcare services by the
young doctors is part of a deeper
malaise; anti-incumbency that
invariably catches up with all
ruling parties and governments
that have remained in office for
more than one five-year term. It
does not mean that any one of
the three Opposition parties in
West Bengal, be it the Bharatiya
Janata Party, the Congress or
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and its Left allies, are
a better alternative. It does not
mean that any of them could, as
of now, singly or jointly, defeat
the Trinamul Congress. It does
mean, however, that Mamata
Banerjee is possibly past her
peak. The out in the open rum-
blings within the Trinamul Con-
gress, from Abhishek Banerjee,
who probably reads the pulse
of the younger, more educat-
ed and ambitious generation
better to the very senior leader
of the party in the Rajya Sabha,
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy, are indi-
cations that Didi has misman-
aged the problem. There is no

denying that party governance
under Mamata Banerjee’s aegis
has spread its tentacles within
the bureaucracy, the police and
the state administration. The
Chief Minister, herself a captive
of this parallel system, had railed
against her party’s high-profile
and petty leaders who wielded
power, managed illegalities,
including usurping govern-
ment land, running land mafias
and construction syndicates,
encroachments of urban spaces,
at a meeting on June 24. The
hawker eviction drive that fol-
lowed was deliberately botched,
forcing her to backtrack on her
deadline of cleaned-up streets
and vacated spaces. The Opposi-
tion’s call for her ouster is rhetor-
ical; so is her response. The real
challenge to Mamata Banerjee
is the spontaneous mobilisation
by women, her most dependable
vote bank since 2008, when she
began her ascent to power. The
other mobilisation, some of it
politically organised or inspired,
some of it not, of the younger
generation is what should worry
her most. The convergence of
women, football fanatics and
youth voters in support of the
same cause can destabilise her.
The bell, as it were, has begun
to toll for Mamata Banerjee. All
that separates her from serious
trouble and certain victory is
a bare two per cent of the vote
share. The Trinamul Congress
vote share went up by two per
cent to 45.77 per cent, and the
BJP’s vote share declined by
two per cent to 38.73 per cent
in the just-concluded Lok Sabha
elections. She may be correct in
calculating that public attention
will fade once the perpetrators
of the heinous crime are charged
and the legal process begins its
slow crawl of pronouncing judg-
ment. If, however, her actions
are perceived as a breach of
trust, breaking a promise of
“Poriborton” she had made,
it could prove to be politically
expensive.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: In a
heartwarming and deeply
patriotic gesture, the staff
of DPS Schools in Katra,
Nagbani, and Jammu,
under the visionary
guidance of Ritu Singh,
paid a special visit to the
Military Hospital Satwari
to celebrate the auspi-
cious festival of Raksha
Bandhan with the brave
soldiers receiving treat-
ment there.

This unique initia-
tive was driven by Ritu
Singh’s unwavering
commitment to fostering
a sense of national pride
and gratitude towards
the armed forces. Rec-
ognizing the invaluable
sacrifices made by our
soldiers, she envisioned
a celebration that not
only honors the tradi-
tion of Raksha Bandhan
but also brings comfort
and joy to the heroes
who stand guard for the
nation.

During the event, the
staff members under the

guidance of Ritu Singh
tied Rakhis to over 300
patients, symbolizing
the sacred bond of pro-
tection and brotherhood.
The ceremony was made
even more poignant with
the application of Tilak on
the soldiers’ foreheads,
followed by the distribu-
tion of sweets, spread-
ing cheer and goodwill.
The atmosphere was
imbued with spirituality
and serenity as a Pandit
Ji performed the live

chanting of the Maham-
rityunjaya Japa, invoking
blessings for the soldiers'
health and well-being.
Ritu Singh connected
with the program virtually
and extended her heart-
felt Raksha Bandhan
wishes to the sick army
personnel. She offered
prayers for their speedy
recovery, reiterating her
respect and admiration
for their courage and
resilience. Her virtual
presence was a source

of immense encourage-
ment and strength for all
those present, reflecting
her deep-seated values
of compassion and ser-
vice.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ritu Singh empha-
sized the importance of
standing by our soldiers
not only on the battlefield
but also in their moments
of need. "Raksha Band-
han is a celebration of
the bond of protection
and love. Our soldiers

protect our nation with
unwavering dedica-
tion, and it is our duty
to protect them with our
prayers and support. |
am deeply moved by the
dedication of the DPS
staff who have made this
day memorable for our
brave soldiers," she said.

This initiative is a tes-
tament to Ritu Singh’s
leadership, which con-
tinually inspires the DPS
community to embrace
and uphold the values of
respect, gratitude, and
patriotism.

Her vision of engag-
ing the school commu-
nity in meaningful acts of
service has once again
brought light and hope
to those who serve our
nation selflessly.

The Raksha Bandhan
celebrations at the Mili-
tary Hospital Satwari will
be remembered as a
beautiful confluence of
tradition, spirituality, and
patriotism, all brought
together under the inspir-
ing leadership of Kunwra-
ni Ritu Singh.

BSP only credible voice of all
regions of J&K: Rajesh Gupta

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20:
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) general secretary
and media head Rajesh
Gupta today accused the
BJP of misrule over the
past one decade, assert-
ing that the BJP has not
only failed to fulfil its
promises but has also
exacerbated the difficul-
ties faced by the common
People.

While addressing to
media, here on Tuesday,
the BSP leader said that
people’s miseries have
increased manifold in
the last 10 years under
BJP rule, emphasizing
the government’s Inabil-
ity to deliver on its com-
mitments.

Rajesh Gupta said that
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the people were waiting
eagerly for assembly
elections now that time
has come to teach a
lesson to the BJP for fail-
ing to fulfil the promises
made before coming to
power at the Centre and
in J&K.

Gupta said this Assem-
bly election is very crucial
that people should elect
those who will ensure
that their voice is heard.

“People of J&K want a
credible voice to repre-
sent their aspirations and
BSP is the only credible
voice of all the regions of
J&K,” he added.

“The people of J&K
remember BJP for
unleashing countless
miseries on the UT and
its people. People still
recount the numerous
instances of BJP and its
leaders committed from
time to time.

The treacherous role
played by the BJP and
its leadership is an open
secret,” he said, adding,
now the responsibility
rests on people to choose
between forces inimical
to UT’s integrity.

In the end, it is the
people whose resolve will
prevail,” he said.

DSRS, JU organises lecture on ‘The Cost of Free- |
dom: Remembering the Horrors of Partition’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: The
Department of Strate-
gic and Regional Stud-
ies (DSRS), Univer-
sity of Jammu (JU) has
organised a lecture on
‘The Cost of Freedom:
Remembering the Hor-
rors of Partition’ by Dr.
Shreeya Bakshi, Assis-
tant Professor, Dept.
of Social Work, Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh and Dr. Ajay
Sharma, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Centre for Kash-
mir Studies, Central
University of Himachal
Pradesh.

The program started
with lighting of lamp
and Mantra Ucharan by
MA Semester | student
Sonali Punia.

Dr. Mohd. Monir Alam,
formally welcomed the
speakers and highlight-
ed the journey and future
projections of the depart-
ment in organising such
events of strategic and
regional importance.

Dr. Shreeya Bakshi
has done an extensive
research on ‘displaced
people residing in J&K'.

She elaborated on the
impact of displacements

on ‘West Pakistan Refu-
gees and Pakistan Occu-
pied Jammu Kashmir
Refugees.” Dr. Shreeya
highlighted how partition
has led to the loss of cul-
ture, heritage, language
and economics of dis-
placed communities.

Dr. Ajay Sharma high-
lighted that “the parti-
tion of India is a story of
unprecedented human
displacement and forced
migration. It is a story
in which millions were
uprooted from their
original homelands and
sought new settings and
in new environments that
were alien and resistive.”

He argued that more
than being a story of a
violent divide based on
faith and religion, it is also
a story of how a way of
life and ages of co-exis-
tence came to a sudden
and dramatic end.

In his Presidential
address, Prof. Virender
Koundal, Director DSRS,
emphasized that we must
take lessons from the
past so that the future of
Bharat can be secured.

He stressed on writing
history research based on
authentic facts which can
enlighten our future gen-

eration to make Bharat
as a ‘Vishav Guru’ imple-
menting the ideology of
‘Vasudhev Kutumbhkam’.
The vote of thanks was
presented by Dr. Mohd.
Monir Alam, Sr. Assis-
tant Professor, DSRS.
The proceedings of the
program were conducted
by MA Semester | student
Vanshika Parihar. This
program was attended
by the department fac-
ulty Dr. Ganesh Malhotra
and Dr. Ranjan Sharma,
faculty from other depart-
ments of the university,
Research Scholars and
Postgraduate students.

Wushu, Fencing, Handball

selection trials held

Top News Report

JAMMU. Aug 20: The
Department of Youth
Services and Sports
District Jammu organ-
ised Inter School Dis-
trict Level Selection
Trial competitions in
the sports discipline of
WushuU-19 Yrs boys &
girls and Fencing under
AAG Yrs boys & girls
at MA Stadium Jammu
and Inter Zonal District
Level Selection Trials in
the discipline of Handball
U-19 Yrs. boys and girls
at Dogra Ground Jammu.

The competitions are
being organised under
the patronage of Direc-
tor Youth Services and

Sports JK UT Rajinder
Singh Tara under the
guidance of Joint Direc-
tor Youth Services and
Sports Jammu Ved
Parkash and the overall
supervision of DYSSO
Jammu Sunil Kumar
Sharma along with in
charge DYSSO Smt.
HarvinderKour.

The officials, conve-
nors and other technical
officials were deployed
for the smooth conduct
of this competitions.

The competitions are
being conducted by
experts including Yash
Paul Sharma, Vishal
Malhotra, Anil Shan and
other technical officials
of the department.

~ Anti Crime Bureau sanitizes

~ Govt Schools in Panchayat

. Sarore

Top News Report

BISHNAH, Aug 20:
NGO, Anti Crime Bureau
on Tuesday under the
supervision of its Chair-
man Sham Lal Gupta,
sanitized Govt Girl High
Secondary School and
Govt .Middle School
Sarore.

Team Members started
sanitation and fogging
drive at Government
Schools in Panchayat

Sarore, Block Bishnah.

On behalf of the vol-
unteers of organization
rooms, corridors of the
school were sanitized.
The drive was carried
out to rescue children
from various infections,
the school administration
thanked the Steps of the
organization.

Principal and teach-

ers of both the schools
appreciated steps of
NGO and its chairman
for considering and com-
pleting their demand at
urgent.

Both the Sarpanches of
Panchayat Sarore Upper
and Lower Gopal and
Vipin appreciated works
of NGO Anti Crime.

State President of NGO
Sahil Gupta was also
present during this drive
and briefed that NGO

Anti Crime Bureau will
continue to Sanitize the
Govt Schools in coming
time and NGO is Work-
ing without any govt aid
in the society.
Volunteers Manmohan
Singh, Sajan Kumar,
Rohit Kumar, Vansh
Mehra, Rakesh Sharma
and others were Present
in the Sanitation Drive.

 Three-day Sankri Devta Mela
~ to commence on August 30

Top News Report

PANCHARI, Aug 20:
The three-day historic
Sankri Devta Mela will
commence on the August
30-31 & September 1,
2024 at village Meer in
Block Panchari of the
Udhampur district.

Parbhat Singh Katoch
President, Sankari Devta
Development Committee
reported that the Sankri
Devta Temple is located
about 33 km from Udham-
pur in village Meer, en
route to Pancheri block.
The temple, which is
believed to be more than
500 years old has idols of
deities which are known
to be of Shiva and Shakti.

The famous Sankri
Devta Mela is organises
in August- September
everyyear during which
a huge number of people
participate and take the
blessings of Baba Sankri.

During the Mela, the
atmosphere remained

filled with enthusiasm,
festivity, and exuberance
with people singing local
folk songs and chanting
bhajans. On the first day
of the Mela, a dangal is
being organized in which
wrestlers from within and
outside the UT take part.

Besides, the youth ser-
vices and sports depart-
ment will organize vari-
ous rural sports activities
throughout the mela. The
folk artists of Panchari and
other adjoining regions
will present folk songs and
folk dances showcasing
the rich cultural heritage
of the Jammu region. On
a concluding day, the
Vaans such as Dudan-
aVaan, Trishul, Gungraal,
Gurj, and other Vaans are
taken to the holy shrine,
and ceremonial Pooja/
Jaatar is performed, in
which the various Deities
are invoked, their glory is
sung and their blessings
sought. Prasad is also
distributed to the devotees

on this occasion.

The Udhampur district
administration has made
elaborate arrangements
for the event. Deputy
Commissioner Udham-
pur has emphasized the
importance of seamless
collaboration among all
district officers to pro-
vide all basic facilities
to the people and urged
the local mela commit-
tee members to actively
participate in ensuring
the event's grand suc-
cess, recognizing the
significance of public
involvement in bolster-
ing tourism and the local
economy.

The district police have
been asked to deploy
an adequate number
of personnel during the
event to guarantee secu-
rity. Additionally, various
departmental stalls will
be set up to raise aware-
ness about government
welfare schemes during
the event.

JKTF holds introductory meeting with
Chief Education Officer Kishtwar

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Aug 20:
The J&K Teachers Forum
(JKTF) held an introduc-
tory and meeting with the
Chief Education Officer
Kishtwar Javed Ahmed
Kichloo. The delegation,
led by Provincial Presi-
dent Jammu Sanjeet
Sharma extended wel-
come to Chief Educa-
tional officer Kishtwar as
they assumed their new
roles.

In his remarks, Mir San-
jeet Sharma expressed
the forum’s commitment
to offering full support to
the district administra-
tion in delivering the best
possible services to the
public.

He emphasized that the
J&K Teachers Forum,
under the leadership of
Chairman and National
Vice President of the All
India Secondary Teach-
ers Federation (AISTF),
Mr. Mohammad Ameen
Khan, and UT Presi-
dent Mohammed Ashraf
Sheikh acts as a crucial

bridge between the gov-
ernment and its employ-
ees.

The delegation included
District President Teach-
ers Forum Kishtwar Imti-
yaz ul haq, Senior leaders
Ranjeet Kumar, Naresh
Kumar, Gh.Nabi, as well
as zonal presidents.

The team brought
to light several press-
ing issues faced by the
teaching community
and broader educational
sector in the region.

During the dialogue,
key concerns such as the
urgent need for improved
infrastructure, timely dis-
bursement of salaries,
Shortage of staff in rural
areas, and effective
policy implementation
to enhance education
quality were discussed
in detail.

Sanjeet Sharma under-
scored the critical role of
teachers in shaping the
future and emphasized
the need for a collabora-
tive approach between
the administration and
Teachers and other

employees.

Chief Education Officer
Kishtwar Javid Ahmed
Kichloo expressed sat-
isfaction over the asso-
ciation’s proactive role in
safeguarding the rights
and welfare of teachers.

He assured the delega-
tion that the issues raised
would be taken seriously
and addressed com-
prehensively. He high-
lighted the importance
of ongoing cooperation
between the education
department and teach-
ers’ forums in achieving
positive outcomes.

The meeting was
marked by mutual respect
and a shared vision for
enhancing the education
system in the district.
JKTF remain steadfast
in their dedication to col-
laborating with the district
administration to ensure
the needs of employees,
especially teachers, are
met. The forum contin-
ues to prioritize initiatives
aimed at improving the
overall quality of educa-
tion in Kishtwar.

IRCS distributes sanitary napkins in GHSS Domana

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: The
Indian Red Cross Soci-
ety (IRCS), J&K has
undertaken a significant
initiative to promote
menstrual hygiene and
health among young girls
by distributing Sanitary
Napkins in various girl’s
schools.

Likewise, on Tuesday.
IRCS, J&K has distrib-

uted sanitary napkins at
Govt. Higher Secondary
School, Domana, Jammu
ensuring that students
have access to essential
menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts. This initiative is part
of the IRCS's ongoing
efforts to enhance health
and hygiene standards in
remote and underserved
regions.

Besides the distribution
of Women hygiene mate-

rial, the team Red Cross
Dr. Manpreet Kour, Medi-
cal Officer and Vironica
Marwah, Field Officer,
J&K also organized
educational sessions to
raise awareness about
menstrual hygiene man-
agement.

These sessions cov-
ered topics such as the
importance of using
sanitary napkins, proper
disposal methods, and

breaking the stigma asso-
ciated with menstruation.

Mahinder Sharma, Prin-
cipal stated, “The distri-
bution of sanitary napkins
by the IRCS, J&K has
been immensely benefi-
cial for our students. The
educational sessions
have helped in dispel-
ling myths and fears sur-
rounding menstruation,
making our girls more
confident and informed."

Hockley trials from Aug 21

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: Jammu & Kashmir Sports Council is
going to conduct open selection trials for raising J&K UT
contingent Junior (Men) Hockey team prior to participat-
ing in 14th Hockey India Junior Men National Champion-
ship at Jalandhar from September 7 to 17, 2024.

The three days selection process shall take place at
KK Hakku Stadium Jammu from 4:00 PM onwards from

August 21 to 23, 2024.

Players born on or after January 1, 2005 who are reg-
istered with Hockey India are eligible for selection trials.

Players should bring Adhaar card, school bona-fide
Certificate, passport during the trials.

For any enquiries players can contact Dalvinder Singh
hockey coach (9419236450), Jagijit Singh hockey coach

(7006636082).
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At a recent conclave held in Delhi, actress-activist Dia Mirza highlighted the need to

check plastic pollution and adopt sustainable measures to secure the Earth’s future

Not many can live by what they
preach! But that’s not true for
Bollywood’s climate activist, UN
Environment Goodwill Ambas-
sador and United Nations
Secretary-General Advocate
for Sustainable Development
—Dia Mirza!

At the recently held youth con-
clave in New Delhi by Yuvaa, a
youth community engagement
organisation driven by Gen Z,
Mirza was part of a panel dis-
cussion, ‘Greenwash, Gaslight
and Gatekeep’, along with four
other climate activists. Dressed
in a vibrant pink bandhni by Injiri,
Mirza’s sustainable fashion
choices never fail to impress!
The 600-seat auditorium at
Bharat Mandpam, New Delhi,
went gaga when she gave well-
informed answers to all.

As Mirza discarded the popu-
lar belief that ‘climate change
won’t affect us’, she vouched
for the elimination of single-
use plastic. She said, “Climate
change, biodiversity loss and
plastic pollution are the three
major threats. These are endan-
gering life, health and peace.
Plastic has reached even the
purest of places like the placen-
ta in a mother’s womb or micro-
fibres in deep ocean waters. If
you believe that climate change
will be partial in affecting human
species, you are mistaken. My
mother has chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and
my child is asthmatic.

So, the notion that those in
privileged positions aren'’t affect-
ed is wrong.”

Mirza’s campaign to combat
plastic pollution started in her

own backyard. She has been
carrying a stainless steel
bottle ever since she swore to
never use single-use plastic in
any form. If she has stopped
10,000 plastic bottles from being
dumped in the ecosystem, she
sure has made a difference!
She urged that even if half of
the eight billion people in the
world right now make a con-
scious decision of living respon-
sibly, a chain reaction towards a
greener and healthier Earth can
begin. “Change occurs when we
make individual choices. So,
refuse single-use plastics. We
need to go back to the basics,
to our roots, because our ances-
tors knew how to respect the
planet. We belong to the land
where food was served in leaf
plates and water in clay pots.”
Highlighting how big brands
used terminologies like sustain-
able designs and green events
to ‘green-wash’ their capital-
ist desires, Dia explained, “In
light of recent findings, carbon

iy y
credits have become the latest
scam. For instance, the dilu-
tion of Forest Act of India is not
right. You cannot fix or create
what nature has already lost.
When a 200-year old tree is
chopped and you plant 40 trees
to substitute it, you are a fool
to believe that the damage has
been repaired.” Mirza also drew
attention towards the amount of
waste generated at big celebra-
tions like wedding, sports events
and mass trips to the hills. The
actress commended the Him-
achal High Court’s decision that
all tourists entering the state
must carry a large garbage bag.

She added, “For decades, the
lobbies driven by consumerist
approach have painted envi-
ronmental action as obstruc-
tionism. It doesn’t suit agendas
of those who are destroying
Mother Nature. There has to
be responsibility and account-
ability because many are paying
the price of deforestation in the
name of development, and

Every blockbuster does not need
sequel: Kabir Khan

After chatter about
Kabir Khan dropping
hints about the Salman

tunnelling of Himalayas. It's a
wake-up call if we need fans
in hilly areas of Himalayas and
air-conditioners in cities like
London.”

Taking a dig at the organisers
of the recent Paris Olympics,
Mirza said, “The Olympics com-
mittee claimed that they would
make it a zero-plastic event,
but the ground reality was com-
pletely different. Many people
saw the bright red reusable
plastic cups being used in the
name of sustainability, but if you
used plastic bottles to pour into
those cups the whole purpose
gets defeated.”

We have overshot Earth’s
resources...

Dia Mirza, as UN Environ-
ment Goodwill Ambassador and
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Advocate for Sustainable
Development, also attended
the Youth Sabha 2047: Shap-
ing India’s Future event to mark
International Youth Day recently.
She said, “Everything we use
in our daily lives comes from
the Earth and has to go back
to the Earth in a form that is
healthy for all. A few days ago,
we highlighted to the world that
we had overshot the resources
the Earth provides annually
for all of us — it's called Earth
Overshoot Day. This happened
in August... we have four more
months in this year left and we
have already surpassed our
consumption of what the Earth
provides! That means we are
stealing from our own children
and grandchildren what they will
require to live, to be healthy, to
be happy.”

Halle Berry says she broke
10 bones while filming
action sequences
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Hollywood star Halle
Berry recently opened

up about the serious
injuries she has sus-

tained over the years
shooting multiple action
sequences. The actor
said that she had at
least broken ten bones.

Speaking to Netflix
during a recent inter-
view, Berry said, “Arm
broken, broke ribs
twice — two ribs one
time, three ribs another
time — broke tailbone,
broke two toes and [my
middle] finger.” Her co-
star Mark Wahlberg was
shocked upon hearing
the details. The two will
soon be seen in the
actioner, The Union.

Meanwhile, Mark
Wahlberg said that his
ego had been more hurt
on a movie set, adding,
“Torn meniscus, sepa-
rated shoulder, ego
bruised quite a few
times — banged up,”
he added lightly.

Berry also opened
up about the time she
had to hold her breath
underwater for the 2012
release, Dark Tide, and
said, “l played a free
diver. | had to hold my
breath for almost two
and a half minutes. And
that felt like eternity. It
felt like death was immi-
nent.”

On the work front,
Halle Berry will next
be seen in The Union,
where she will share
screen space with Mark
Wahlberg.

When life threw a curveball at Srikanth Bolla, the visually impaired entrepreneur and

real-life inspiration behind the movie Srikanth, he smashed it out of the park

Khan-starrer ‘Bajrangi
Bhaijaan’ sequel start-
ed doing the rounds,
the filmmaker said that
every blockbuster does
not need a sequel.

He strongly believes a
sequel should only be
made if a worthy story
is found and is worth
taking it forward.

Asked if he feels that
every blockbuster needs
a sequel, Kabir said,
“Not at all. | am the
first person to say that
every blockbuster does
not need a sequel. That
is why, | have not made
sequels in my life.”

The filmmaker said
that he has been told
several times to make
sequels of his popular
films.

“Everytime | have had
a successful film; people
have said ‘sequel bana
lo’. They told me after
‘New York’, ‘Tiger’, and
‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’, but |
have never made it. So,
| am the first one to say

that just because a film
is successful, a sequel
shouldn’t be made.

“A sequel should only
be made if you truly find
a story worthy of taking
that film forward,” Kabir
said.

He added never men-
tioning about “working
on the ‘Bajrangi Bhai-
jaan’ sequel”.

“All'l have said is, yes,
maybe.. Sometimes, a
good script comes up
that is worthy of becom-
ing a ‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’
sequel. Then | would
love to do it. But not only
because it is one of the
most successful films in
the industry; therefore,

e

it needs a sequel. No,”
he shared.

‘Bajrangi Bhaijaan’,
which was released in
2015, is currently the
seventh highest-gross-
ing Indian film and fourth
highest-grossing Hindi
film.

The film, which
also stars debutante
Harshaali Malhotra,

Kareena Kapoor Khan
and Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui, tells the story of
Lord Hanuman, who
embarks on a journey
to take a mute six-year-
old Pakistani Muslim girl
separated in India from
her mother, back to her
hometown.

Until Rajkumar Rao-starrer
biopic Srikanth hit the OTT
platform earlier this year, little
was known about the resilient
and rebellious Srikanth Bolla.
The visually impaired Bolla is
an entrepreneur-industrialist,
who founded Bollant Indus-
tries, which manufactures sus-
tainable packaging products
from waste. He was also the
first visually impaired interna-
tional student at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, USA,
where he pursued a manage-
ment course.

While the brilliant Rajkummar
Rao impressed many with his
refreshingly honest portrayal of
Srikanth Bolla in the film, the
real subject of the film is more
spirited and defiant. “Nothing
is impossible until it is done.
| was a born hero, not made
into one. | believed in myself
and my abilities, and that has
worked out quite well for me,”
said Bolla, who was in Amritsar
to address young entrepreneurs
at the Young Entrepreneur of
the Year challenge hosted by
Invictus International School.
After the film’s release, he feels
happy when people recognise

him often. “It feels good to be
acknowledged and when people
tell me that they feel inspired by
my story. | believe that loneli-
ness is real poverty and my fight
is against this loneliness that
people with disabilities are sub-
jected to. That is true inclusivity.”

A life nothing short of set-
backs and comebacks, Sri-
kanth degree of self-awareness
and knack of presenting harsh
truths with a dose of humour is
intriguing, as also inspiring. His
nonchalance in talking about
each aspect of his life is equally
impressive. “| had a dream to

become a doctor, but | couldn’t
due to my visual impairment.
So, then | manifested that |
could marry one. And that |
did,” he shared, as he talked
about how he courted his wife
Veera Swathi, a doctor, for years
before marrying. “I had thought
that it was a robot or Al that
was trying to connect with me
online. It took me two years to
realise that it indeed was a girl,”
he said.

Embracing one’s vulnerabili-
ties is never easy, but Bolla
does that with a confidence
that defines him. “I became

Filmmaker Karan Johar
made a long note, acknowl-
edging and appreciating the
success of ‘Stree 2’. The
horror-comedy was released
on August 15 and is currently
doing fabulous business at
the box office. KJo highlight-
ed the same, and called the
film’s success a testament
to the fact that a good “story
and a deep rooted con-
nect with audience will pay
rich dividends at the ticket
window”.

In the caption of his Ins-
tagram post, the director
tagged Maddock Films, the
writer of the film, Niren Bhatt,

director Amar Kaushik, Jio
Studios, and all the cast
members, to congratulate
them for the humongous
success. He mentioned that
the achievements of ‘Stree
2’ are historic, adding that he
feels “deeply inspired” by the
“belief, talent and strategy”
of the team backing the film.

A part of his long post on
social media read, “The
JUGGERNAUT MEGA
BLOCKBUSTER SUCCESS
of STREEZ2 is not just a cel-
ebration for @maddockfilms
but must be viewed as cel-
ebration of Hindi cinema
and Indian mainstream

cinemad€e in the past few
years Hindi cinema has been

box office challengesé€a

- }{/J-I '.{ ;;* 2

the post pandemic audi-
ence has been evolving and

many times difficult to assess
&€= but the mega success
of STREE 2 has not only
validated the strength of a
solid storytelling and rooted
content but also affirmed
that humongous conviction,
bravado and focus on con-
cept, story and a deep rooted
connect with an audience
will pay rich dividends at the
ticket window (sic)!”

‘Stree 2’ emerged as the
biggest Bollywood hit of the
year within five days of its
release. The film has col-
lected over Rs 200 crore in
five days at the box office,

quite self-aware at a young age,
realising that | may be visually
impaired but | had a vision.
When someone told me that you
cannot do this thing, my immedi-
ate response to it was — | will
do it. In a way, hardship has
become an addiction for me, it's
in my DNA now. So, | feel that
all it takes in life to succeed is a
‘no’,” said Bolla.

Born in a farming family in
Andhra Pradesh’s Seetharama-
puram village, Bolla has sight
impairment but never really let
it come in his way. Whether it
was a long walk to school every
day or taking the state govern-
ment to court over the access to
study science for children with
disabilities, he has remained
resilient and stubborn, to break
the mould and create his own
path. Setting up Bollant Indus-
tries, Bolla is working towards
empowering the marginalised
through financial independence
and turning waste into wealth.
A strong believer in karma, he
is all game for disruption. “Inno-
vators are disruptors and they
should be given a chance to
find their purpose and a life of
dignity,” he believes.

and is not looking at slowing
down anytime soon. Itis also
the highest-grossing film of
Shraddha and Rajkummar’s
career.

The film tells the story of a
town’s fight against a legend-
ary ghost named ‘Sar Kata’,
who attacks and kidnaps
women. ‘Stree 2’ is a part of
Maddock’s supernatural uni-
verse, which includes titles
like ‘Munjya’ and ‘Bhediya’.
The film also features stun-
ning cameos by Akshay
Kumar and Varun Dhawan,
paving the way for the future
of the supernature universe.
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‘Hynocrisy’: Ashwini Vaishnaw faces flak for U-turn
after lateral entry roliback

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s belief in social

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (Agen-
cies): Days after defending
the UPSC’s advertisement
for lateral entry into bureau-
cracy, Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday did a
U-turn following its rollback,
saying the move was against
social justice. The volte-face
by Vaishnaw, who had said the
reform would improve gover-
nance, saw several users on
social media calling him out for

his “hypocrisy”.

“The difference between
reel and real life,” Congress’s
Jairam Ramesh tweeted. Con-
gress national spokesperson
Shama Mohamed also took a
swipe, “Both the implementa-
tion and withdrawal are being
hailed as masterstrokes under

this government.”

Last week, amid mounting
opposition criticism over the
UPSC’s ad for lateral entry
without reservations, Vaishnaw
defended the move and assert-

concept.

ed that it was the UPA govern-
ment that had developed the

“INC hypocrisy is evident on
lateral entry matter. It was the
UPA government which devel-
oped the concept of lateral entry.
The second Admin Reforms
Commission (ARC) was estab-
lished in 2005 under the UPA
government. Veerappa Moily
chaired it,” Vaishnaw had said.

Vaishnaw also said Manmo-

han Singh entered the govern-
ment through lateral entry in

justice was behind the lateral entry ad being rolled back.

justice, and lateral entry should
be aligned with principles of res-
ervation.

“His (PM Modi) programmes
have advanced the welfare of
the weakest sections of our
society. It shows PM Modi’'s
commitment to social justice,”
he tweeted.

Later, speaking to reporters,
Vaishnaw sought to turn the
tables on the Congress, which
claimed that the move to with-
draw the ad was due to the cam-

paign by party chief Mallikarjun

1971 as the economic adviser

Delhi High Court refers Swamy’s plea
against Rahul Gandhi’s citizenship to

PIL bench

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): The Delhi
High Court on Tuesday
referred BJP leader Dr.
Subramanian Swamy’s
plea regarding Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s citizenship to the
bench handling public
interest litigation cases
led by Acting Chief Jus-
tice Manmohan. The
decision comes after
Swamy sought judicial
intervention to push for
action on his complaint
against Gandhi.

Justice Sanjeev
Narula observed that
Swamy had not demon-
strated any enforceable
legal right to invoke the
court’s writ jurisdiction
under Article 226 of the
Constitution. He sug-
gested that the case
could be considered
under PIL jurisdiction.

The controversy dates
back to August 2019,
when Swamy penned
a letter to the Centre,
accusing Gandhi of
violating constitutional
provisions by alleg-
edly declaring himself
a British citizen in docu-
ments submitted to the
British Government. He
claimed that Gandhi,
an Indian national, may
have violated Article 9 of
the Indian Constitution
and the Indian Citizen-
ship Act of 1955, which
strictly prohibits Indian

citizens from holding
dual citizenship.

“Gandhi’s nationality
was listed as British in
a UK-based company’s
annual returns for 2005
and 2006”

According to Swamy,
Gandhi’s involvement
with a UK-based com-
pany, Backops Limited,
which was registered
in 2003, is at the heart
of the issue. Swamy
alleged that in the com-
pany’s annual returns
for 2005 and 2006,
Gandhi’s nationality was
listed as British, raising
serious questions about
his Indian citizenship.
“If he declared him-
self a British citizen, it
could mean forfeiture of
his Indian citizenship,”
Swamy alleged.

In April 2019, the Cen-
tral Government sent a
notice to Gandhi titled
“Complaint regard-
ing citizenship,” seek-
ing clarification on the
matter. Despite this,

Swamy contends that
there has been no signif-
icant progress or resolu-
tion to his complaint. He
has repeatedly request-
ed updates from the
government but claims
that his inquiries have
been met with silence.

Swamy’s petition, filed
through Advocate Satya
Sabharwal, requests
that the Centre be
directed to make a deci-
sion on his complaint
without further delay
and to issue a final order
on the matter.

The Supreme Court
dismissed a plea to
bar Rahul Gandhi from
contesting the 2019
General Elections over
the same citizenship
issue in May 2019. The
court also questioned
the basis of the alle-
gations, with a judge
reportedly remarking,
“Just because a docu-
ment mentions him as
British, does it automati-
cally make him a British
citizen?”

and went on to become the
Prime Minister.

However, as the UPSC rolled
back the ad following a letter
from Union Minister of State
for Personnel Jitendra Singh,
Vaishnaw sang a different tune.

The Union Minister said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
always firmly believed in social

Kharge and Rahul Gandhi.
“A decision has been taken to
implement principles of reser-

vation in the very transparent

method of lateral entry in UPSC.
During the UPA government,
principles of reservation were
not taken into consideration...
Did Congress keep the princi-
ple in mind at that time? They
should answer that,” Vaishnaw
said.

7 dead, 6 injured as auto-rickshaw
rams into stationary truck in
MP’s Chhatarpur

CHHATARPUR (MP),
Aug 20 (Agencies):
Seven persons, includ-
ing a one-year-old child,
were killed and six
others injured after an
auto-rickshaw rammed
into a stationary truck
from behind in Chhatar-
pur district of Madhya
Pradesh early on Tues-
day, officials said.

The accident took

place under the Civil
Line police station limits
when the rickshaw was
going towards Bagesh-
war on Khajuraho-Jhan-
si highway around 5 am,
a police official said.
“Thirteen persons were
travelling in the auto-
rickshaw and seven of
them were killed while
six others injured after
the vehicle collided with

a truck on Jhansi-Kha-
juraho Road,” Superin-
tendent of Police (SP)
Agam Jain said.

The victims were going
from Mahoba (in Uttar
Pradesh) to Bageshwar
Dham in Chhatarpur, he
said.

Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate (SDM) Akhil
Rathore said that as
per the initial informa-
tion, the CNG-run auto-
rickshaw rammed into
the stationary truck from
behind.

Three seriously injured
persons are being
referred to Jhansi for
further treatment, he
said.

The deceased were
identified as autorick-
shaw driver Prem Nara-
yan (46), one year-old
Asma, Janardan Yadav
(45), Manu Shrivastava
(25), Govind Shrivas-
tava (35) and Nanni
Bua (42) and Lalu (age
not known), the officials
said.

Bengal in state of flux, people lost faith in present
government: Governor CV Ananda Bose

KOLKATA, Aug 20
(Agencies): Terming
the alleged rape and
murder of a woman
doctor in a Kolkata
hospital as the “most
shameful moment” for
society, Governor C V
Ananda Bose claimed
that West Bengal is in
a “state of flux” and the
people have “lost faith
in the present govern-
ment”.

Referring to a recent
rally organised by Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee to demand justice for
the deceased trainee
doctor, Bose questioned
her stance and alleged
that her statements
were merely rhetorical.

In an interview with
agency, Bose said,
“Bengal is in a state of
flux. Students have lost
faith in the government,
youths are scared and
women are in a state of
despair. There is a feel-
ing that the government,
which is supposed to
protect the citizens, is
not doing its role.”

“The postgraduate
trainee doctor was alleg-
edly raped and mur-
dered while on duty at
the RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital here
on August 9.

The healthcare servic-
es were severely affect-
ed at state-run hospitals
across West Bengal as
the ceasework agitation

by junior doctors to pro-
test against the incident
entered the 12th day on
Tuesday.

They sought justice
for the victim and legis-
lation for better security
at workplaces.

Bose also said, “Stu-
dents have lost faith in
the police. There is also
a growing feeling of dis-
enchantment among
the youth, particularly
women doctors and
paramedics. As far as
citizens are concerned,
they are all aggrieved
that the government
does not act when action
is called for.”

He also alleged that
Kolkata Police is “crimi-
nalised and politicised”,
and expressed concern
over a “perceived dis-
connect between the
government’s actions
and the needs of its citi-
zens”.

“There is a lack of clar-
ity about the chief minis-
ter’s position. There was
arally in which the health
minister complained to
the home minister about

the lack of security on
campuses. The home
minister complained to
the CM that action was
not taken. People are
not fooled, knowing that
the health minister is
also the home minister
and the CM. This situa-
tion resembles Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde -- every-
one knows who is who.
It's absurd that Bengal’s
chief minister parades
around claiming that she
seeks justice,” Bose told
agency.

The term - Jekyll
and Hyde - is used to
describe someone who
has two sides to their
personality, one good
and one evil, or who is
sometimes good and
pleasant and sometimes
bad or rude.

The governor criticised
the government’s han-
dling of the situation,
likening it to the histori-
cal reference of “Nero
fiddled while Rome
burned”, suggesting that
the government is “fail-
ing” to protect its people.

He described the

Governor should not ‘pick and choose’: Siddaramaiah
on prosecution sanction

BENGALURU, Aug 20
(Agencies): Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday said
Governor Thaawarch-
and Gehlot should func-
tion like a representative
of the President of India
and not the central gov-
ernment.

He said the Governor
should not ‘pick and
choose’ and be selec-
tive in the matter of
granting sanction for
prosecution.

“Governor is a con-
stitutional post and we
respect it. What we say
is that he should work as
a representative of the
President of India and
not the Central govern-
ment,” Siddaramaiah
said.

Mr Gehlot on August
16 granted sanction
permitting investiga-
tion against Siddara-
maiah under 17A of
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act and pros-
ecution under Section
218 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita, 2023, in connection
with the Mysuru Urban
Development Authority
site allotment ‘scam.

The Chief Minister
recalled that the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta had
sought Governor’s
approval to prosecute
Union Minister for Steel
and Heavy Industries
H D Kumaraswamy on
November 23, 2023 in
connection with Sri Sai
Venkateshwara Miner-

als case but till now no
permission has been
granted.

The state ombuds-
man on Monday again
submitted a proposal to
the Governor seeking
his permission to file a
charge-sheet against Mr
Kumaraswamy, who had
allegedly granted mining
lease to the private firm
when he was the Chief
Minister in 2007 in viola-

tion of law.
Siddaramaiah also
pointed out that the
Governor did not give
permission to the Loka-
yukta to prosecute
former BJP Ministers
Shashikala Jolle, Muru-
gesh Nirani and G
Janardhana Reddy.
“On the other hand, T J
Abraham lodged a (pri-
vate) complaint against
me with the Governor on

July 26 at 11 am and 10
hours later | was served
a show-cause notice.
Isn’t it discrimination?
That’s the reason that
the Governor was told
not to use ‘pick and
choose’ and should not
do it selectively,” Sidda-
ramaiah said.

In his writ petition chal-
lenging the Governor’s
order in the High Court
on Monday, the Chief
Minister submitted that
it was issued without
due application of mind,
in violation of statutory
mandates, and con-
trary to constitutional
principles, including the
advice of the Council of
Ministers, which is bind-
ing under Article 163 of
the Constitution of India.

Siddaramaiah, who
has vehemently denied
any wrongdoing, said
the Governor’s decision
is legally unsustainable,
procedurally flawed, and
motivated by extraneous
considerations.

On the petition filed
by him, the High Court
passed interim orders
directing the trial court
to defer proceedings
on complaints against
him and further instruct-
ing that no precipitative
action be taken pursu-
ant to the sanction till
August 29.

The BJP has demand-
ed the Chief Minister’s
resignation to pave way
for a transparent and
unbiased investigation.

situation as “a national
shame”, stating, “This
is a most shameful
moment for Bengal soci-
ety, the most disturbing
moment for humanity.”

Bose also raised the
issue of compensation
offered by the chief min-
ister to the deceased
doctor’s family, which
was set at Rs 10 lakh.

He described this ges-
ture as “very inappropri-
ate” and said it “lacks
sense and sensibility”.

The governor also criti-
cised it as a “reduction
of a valuable life to a
monetary value”.

“This is really inhu-
man to put up a price
for the valuable life of a
young doctor. The CM
should know that money
cannot buy silence,” he
asserted.

In her public address
on August 14, Banerjee
had said, “The victim
has departed. But | had
asked her parents if they
wanted to do some-
thing in their daughter’s
name, and | would have
provided the financial
support.Yes, we are
ready to give Rs 10 lakh
to the family.”

Regarding the vandal-
ism at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on
the night of August 14,
Bose questioned wheth-
er it was intended to dis-
tract from the murder of
the doctor, and charac-

terised the situation as
“mobocracy thwarting
democracy”.

Asked if he was con-
sidering recommend-
ing President’s rule in
West Bengal due to the
“deteriorating” situation,
Bose indicated that he
would be writing to the
President and the union
home minister about the
matter.

“What | will do as the
governor will be circum-
spect. | will not make
it come into the public
domain about what |
intend to do,” he said.

The governor also
expressed his intention
to visit the parents of
the deceased doctor, but
only after they are emo-
tionally prepared for the
meeting.

“I will meet them at
a time when they are
mentally set for that. |
respect the sentiments
of the parents who lost
their dear daughter. |
will give them sufficient
time,” he added.

Notably, the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has taken over
the investigation into the
alleged rape and murder
of the doctor from Kol-
kata Police, following
the order of the Calcutta
High Court last week.

A civic volunteer was
arrested for his alleged
involvement in the
crime.

Student found dead in ‘suspicious’
condition in Kota coaching hostel,
parents refuse probe

KOTA, Aug 20 (Agencies): An 18-year-old coaching
student was found dead allegedly in a suspicious condi-
tion in the bathroom of his hostel room here, police said

on Tuesday.

A police team reached the hostel room upon informa-
tion from the hostel’s caretaker and collected evidence
but did not proceed with registration of an FIR on the
request of the teenagers’ parents, they said.

The parents also refused to conduct a post-mortem,
following which the body was handed over to them for

last rites, they added.

The deceased was identified as Kushagra Rastogi, a
resident of Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, who was staying
with his mother in the hostel in the Jawahar Nagar area,
where his body was found on Monday, police said.

In April this year, Rastogi was enrolled at coaching insti-
tute in Kota for admission to an engineering course and
began living in the hostel, they said.

On Monday morning, the teenager as usual went to
the bathroom to freshen up after he woke up, DSP of the
area, Rajesh Taylor, said citing the deceased’s mother.
When the boy did not come out even after 15-20 minutes,
the woman knocked on the bathroom door and found
it unbolted with her son lying unconscious on the floor

inside, Taylor added.

Rastogi was rushed to a hospital, where doctors admin-
istered him CPR but on noticing no sign of revival, they
declared him dead, Circle Inspector at Jawahar Nagar
police station, Harinarayan Sharma, said.

The deceased’s parents refused a post-mortem, so the
body was handed over to them without lodging any case

in the matter, Sharma said.
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Israell military says it has recovered the hodies of
6 hostages |

=

JERUSALEM, Aug 20 (Agen-
cies): The Israeli military said
Tuesday that it recovered the
bodies of six hostages taken
in Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack that
started the war in Gaza, as
U.S. and Arab mediators tried
to advance an agreement to
halt the fighting and release
scores of other militant-held
captives.

The military said its forces
recovered the bodies in an
overnight operation in south-
ern Gaza, without saying when
or how the six died. A forum
for hostage families said they
were kidnapped alive. Hamas
says some captives have been
killed and wounded in Israeli
airstrikes.

The recovery is a blow
to Hamas, which hopes to
exchange hostages for Pales-
tinian prisoners, an Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza and a last-
ing cease-fire. But it was also
likely to increase pressure on
Israel’s government to reach a
deal to release dozens of hos-
tages who are still believed to
be alive.

The military said it had iden-
tified the remains of Haim
Perry, 80; Yoram Metzger, 80;
Avraham Munder, 79; Alexan-
der Dancyg, 76; Nadav Pop-
plewell, 51; and Yagev Buch-

Rocket engine explodes during
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shtav, 35. Metzger, Munder,
Popplewell and Buchshtav
had family members who were
also abducted but freed during
a November cease-fire.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu praised the recov-
ery effort and said “our hearts
ache for the terrible loss.”

“The State of Israel will con-
tinue to make every effort to
return all of our hostages —
both alive and dead,” he said
in a statement.

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant also praised the opera-
tion, which he said had been
carried out inside Hamas’ vast
tunnel network. There were
no immediate reports of any
casualties among Israelis or
Palestinians in the recovery

test at Scottish spaceport

LONDON, Aug 20
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operation.

Hamas is still believed to be
holding around 110 hostages
captured in the Oct. 7 attack.
Israeli authorities estimate
around a third of them are
dead.

Blinken, who is on his ninth
visit to the region since the
start of the war, said Monday
that Netanyahu has accepted
a proposal to bridge gaps in
the cease-fire talks, which
have dragged on for months,
and called on Hamas to do the
same.

Hamas has accused the
United States of embracing
Israeli demands and trying to
impose them on the militant
group.

Hamas-led militants burst

l
v

through Israel’s defenses on
Oct. 7 and rampaged across
the south, killing some 1,200
people, mostly civilians, and
taking around 250 people hos-
tage. Over 100 hostages were
released in exchange for Pal-
estinians imprisoned in Israel
during a weeklong cease-fire
last year.

Israel’s retaliatory offensive
has killed over 40,000 Pales-
tinians, according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry, which does not
say how many were militants.
Air and ground operations have
caused widespread destruction
and forced the vast majority of
Gaza’s 2.3 million residents to
flee their homes, often multiple
times. Aid groups fear the out-
break of diseases like polio.

The mediators have been
trying to finalize a proposal
for a three-phase process in
which Hamas would release
all the hostages in return for
the release of more Palestinian
prisoners, an Israeli withdrawal
from the territory and a lasting
truce.

But there still appear to
be wide gaps between the
two sides, including Israel’s
demand for lasting control over
two strategic corridors in Gaza,
which Hamas has rejected.

Taiwan conducts live-fire
missile drills as China ramps
up military threats

JIUPENG, Aug 20
(Agencies): Taiwan’s
military launched sur-
face-to-air missiles in
live-fire drills conducted
Tuesday in response to
growing military pres-
sure from China.

The exercises took
place at the Jiupeng
Military Base in a
remote area in south-
ern Taiwan. Among the
missiles launched were
Taiwan’s domestically
made Sky Bow Il anti-
ballistic missiles along
with the U.S.-made
Patriot PAC Il and sur-
face-to-air Standard
missiles.

China claims the dem-
ocratically ruled island
of Taiwan as its own
territory, to be brought

under its control by
force if necessary and
ramped up its military
threat in recent years.

Beijing in particular
dislikes Taiwan’s new
President Lai Ching-te,
who took office earlier
this year and whom
Beijing has called a
separatist.

Taipei has boosted its
deterrence capabilities
in response. Missiles,
both domestically built
and U.S.-made, are key
to its defense strategy.

Defense Ministry
spokesperson Sun Li-
fang said all the mis-
siles launched Tuesday
hit their targets.

“This shows our train-
ing is very strict and
solid,” he said.

Beijing did not imme-
diately react to Taiwan’s
drill. China sends mili-
tary jets and vessels
near Taiwan frequently
in what critics call an
intimidation tactic.

Taiwan’s Defense
Ministry said early
Tuesday it spotted five
Chinese military jets
and 11 ships close
to its shores over the
previous 24 hours.
One aircraft crossed
the median line of the
Taiwan Strait, an unof-
ficial demarcation zone
between the two sides.

While its military is
dwarfed by China’s,
Taiwan has bought
high-tech weaponry
from the United States,
revitalized its domes-
tic arms industry and
extended the length of
mandatory military ser-
vice from four months
to one year.

The U.S. is bound by
its own laws to provide
Taiwan with the means
to defend itself and
considers all threats to
the island as a matter of
great concern.

Japan’s governing party to choose its head who
will also be the new prime minister on Sept. 27

(Agencies): A rocket
engine exploded in
flames during a test at
the SaxaVord Space-
port in Scotland, which
last year became Brit-
ain’s first licensed verti-
cal rocket launch site.

BBC footage showed
a large explosion late
on Monday at the site
in the Shetland Islands
off the northern coast of
Scotland.

It spewed great plumes
of fire and smoke into
the air.

The site had been
evacuated prior to the
test and no one was
injured, SaxaVord and
its German partner,
Rocket Factory Augs-
burg (RFA), said in sep-
arate statements.

“This was a test, and
test campaigns are
designed to identify
issues prior to the next
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stage,” a spokesman for
SaxaVord said. “We will
work with RFA to under-
stand and learn from
the causes and support
them as they move for-
ward to the next phase
of their preparations.”

RFA said it was trying
to gather information to
resolve what happened
following an “anomaly”
during the test, one of
a number of trials in the
run-up to a launch.

The launch pad had
been “saved and is
secured”, it added.
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SaxaVord, which
hopes to become the
first British site to under-
take a vertical satel-
lite launch into space,
received a key safety
license from regulators
in April, paving the way
for a launch later this
year.

The space market is
forecast to be worth
over a trillion-dollars
by 2030 as companies
around the world plan
to deploy thousands of
internet-beaming satel-
lites.

TOKYO, Aug 20 (Agencies):
Japan’s ruling party said Tues-
day it will hold a vote on Sept.
27 to choose its new leader after
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s
surprise announcement that he
will be stepping down.

The internal election must be
held by the end of September,
which marks the end of Kishi-
da’s three-year term and will
only include the party’s parlia-
mentarians and its 1.1 million
dues-paying members. The
winner will be the head of the
Liberal Democratic Party and
the country’s prime minister as
the party and its smaller coali-
tion partner control Japan’s
two-chamber parliament.

Last week, Kishida — who
took office in October 2021 —
said he was bowing out of the
race to pave the way for a new
leader to form a united LDP to
make a fresh start to regain
public trust, badly hurt by the
party’s extensive corruption
scandal, causing his support
ratings to dip below 20%.

Within days of the prime min-
ister’s declaration, local media
has speculated nearly a dozen
possible candidates, with some
already announcing their inter-
estin leading a party desperate
for public support.

A younger lawmaker, former
Economic Security Minister
Takayuki Kobayashi, 49, was
the first to announce his can-
didacy Monday. Others whose
names have been floated
around as possible candidates
include former Environment
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, 43,

three of the party’s female vet-
erans, Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa, Economic Security
Minister Sanae Takaichi and
former Gender Equality Minis-
ter Seiko Noda, as well as past
runner-ups, Digital Minister Taro
Kono as well as former Defense
Minister Shigeru Ishiba who is
an all-time favorite among the
general public.

Each candidate needs support
from 20 party lawmakers to run
which usually requires time to
drum up.

The LDP election committee

chief Ichiro Aisawa said Tues-
day that his party takes seri-
ously the loss of public trust
due to the scandals and that
it has set a 15-day campaign
period, instead of the usual 12
days, beginning Sept. 12 so
voters have more time to study
the candidates’ visions and poli-
cies. He also called on potential
candidates to make their cam-
paign as frugal as possible,
“taking into consideration the
public criticisms over money
and politics.”

Voters will cast their ballots
in a system that divides power
between the party’s elected
lawmakers and its membership
at large, with each group getting
50% of the vote

The scandal that engulfed the
LDP centered on unreported
political funds raised through
tickets sold for party events.
It involved more than 80 LDP
lawmakers, mostly belonging to
a major party faction previous-
ly led by assassinated former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

Antony Blinken heads to Egypt after Israel to
push for gaza ceasefire

ISRAEL, Aug 20 (Agencies): Top US dip-
lomat Antony Blinken was due to travel to
Egypt on Tuesday for talks on a Gaza cease-
fire after saying Israel had accepted a US
“bridging proposal” for a deal and urging
Hamas to do the same.

Blinken, on his ninth visit to the Middle East
since the Palestinian operative group’s Octo-
ber 7 attack triggered the war with Israel,
was scheduled to fly from Tel Aviv to El
Alamein, the Mediterranean city famous for
a World War Il battle in 1942, to speak to
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi at
his summer palace.

Afterwards, he will head to a meeting with
Qatar’s emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, in Doha, the scene of ceasefire talks
last week.

Both Egypt and Qatar are working along-
side the United States to broker a truce in the
10-month Gaza conflict.

Washington put forward the latest proposal
last week after the talks in Doha.

Blinken said Monday he had “a very con-
structive meeting” with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who “confirmed to me
that Israel accepts the bridging proposal”.

Ahead of those talks, Hamas called on the
mediators to implement the framework set
out by US President Joe Biden in late May,
rather than hold more negotiations.

The movement said on Sunday that the cur-
rent US proposal “responds to Netanyahu’s
conditions” and leaves him “fully responsible
for thwarting the efforts of the mediators”.

Earlier on Monday, the US secretary of
state had said: “This is a decisive moment
-- probably the best, maybe the last, oppor-

tunity to get the hostages home, to get a
ceasefire and to put everyone on a better
path to enduring peace and security”.

Months of on-off negotiations with US,
Qatari and Egyptian mediators have failed
to produce an agreement.

Israel and Hamas have blamed each other
for delays in reaching an accord that diplo-
mats say would help avert a wider conflagra-
tion in the Middle East that could draw in Iran
and Hezbollah in Lebanon.

“There is, | think, a real sense of urgency
here, across the region, on the need to get
this over the finish line and to do it as soon
as possible,” Blinken said.

The Biden administration is under domes-
tic pressure over Gaza, with pro-Palestinian
protests taking place outside the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago on Monday.

Biden said in his farewell speech to the

convention that the protesters “have a point”,
adding that “a lot of innocent people are
being killed, on both sides”.

Permanent ceasefire

Israel and Hamas have traded blame for
delays in reaching a truce deal.

Hamas insisted on “a permanent ceasefire
and a comprehensive (Israeli) withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip”, saying Netanyahu
wanted to keep Israeli forces at several stra-
tegic locations within the territory.

Western ally Jordan, hostage supporters
who protested in Tel Aviv during Blinken’s
visit, and Hamas itself have called for pres-
sure on Netanyahu in order for an agreement
to be reached.

Far-right members crucial to the prime min-
ister’s governing coalition oppose any truce.

The October 7 attack on southern Israel
resulted in the deaths of 1,198 people, mostly
civilians, according to an AFP tally of Israeli
official figures.

Israel’s retaliatory offensive in Gaza has
killed at least 40,139 people, according to
the territory’s health ministry, which does not
give details of civilian and operative deaths.

Out of 251 hostages seized during Hamas’s
attack, 111 are still held in Gaza, including 39
the military says are dead.

The Biden framework would freeze fighting
for an initial six weeks while Israeli hostages
are exchanged for Palestinian prisoners
in Israeli jails and humanitarian aid enters
Gaza.

Netanyahu said on Monday that negotiators
were aiming to “release a maximum number
of living hostages” in the first phase of any
ceasefire.

A massive fire rages for a third day at a
Russian oil depot targeted in a Ukrainian

drone attack

KYI1V, Aug 20 (Agencies): Russian
authorities struggled Tuesday to put
out a massive fire in the southern
Rostov region for a third consecu-
tive day after an oil depot was hit by
Ukrainian drones as Ukrainian forces
push into Russia’s Kursk region. The
fire at the depot in the town of Prolet-
arsk burned across an area of 10,000
square meters, according to Russian
state news agencies. There are 500
firefighters involved in the operation,
and 41 of them already have been
hospitalized with injuries, according to
the Russian state-owned news agency
TASS, citing local officials.

Ukraine’s Army General Staff claimed
responsibility Sunday for attacking the
oil depot, which was used to supply
the needs of Russia’s army, calling it
a measure “to undermine the military
and economic potential of the Russian
Federation.”

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said the daring Kursk incursion
has allowed his army to capture a signif-
icant number of prisoners who could be
used in exchange for captured Ukraini-
ans, expanding on Kyiv’s objectives for
the mission launched two weeks ago.
He earlier said that Ukraine sought to
create a buffer zone that might prevent
further attacks by Moscow across the
border, especially with long-range artil-
lery, missiles and glide bombs. “Over-
all, this (Kursk) operation became our
largest investment in the process of
freeing Ukrainian men and women from
Russian captivity,” Zelenskyy told diplo-
mats Monday, according to a statement
published on Telegram late in the day.

“We have already captured the largest
number of Russian prisoners in one
operation.”

Zelenskyy said the Ukrainian army
has captured 1,250 square kilometers
(480 square miles) and 92 settlements
of Russia’s Kursk region.

Ukraine’s incursion into Kursk, the
largest attack on Russia since World
War Il, has exposed Russian vul-
nerabilities. “Our defensive actions
across the border, as well as (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin’s inability to
defend his territory, are telling,” Zelen-
skyy said. “Our proactive defense is
the most effective counter to Russian
terror, causing significant difficulties for
the aggressor.” But as he hailed suc-
cesses in Kursk, his troops face a bleak
situation in the Donbas region, where
Russia is bearing down on the city of
Pokrovsk and forcing Ukrainian forces
to pull back and Ukrainian civilians to
flee their homes. Russia’s relentless six-
month slog across Ukraine’s Donetsk
region following the capture of Avdiivka
has cost Ukraine heavily in troops and
armor. Ukrainian defenders have no
choice but to pull back from positions
blown to pieces by Russian artillery,
missiles and bombs. Pokrovsk is one of
Ukraine’s main defensive strongholds
and a key logistics hub in the Donetsk
region. Its capture would compromise
Ukraine’s defensive abilities and supply
routes and would bring Russia closer
to its stated aim of capturing the entire
Donetsk region. Russia wants control
of all parts of Donetsk and neighboring
Luhansk, which together make up the
Donbas industrial region.
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SGWF launches ‘Adopt a Tree’ Gampaign

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20:
The Synergetic Green
Warriors Foundation
(SGWF) launched
the "Adopt a Tree"
campaign on Raksha
Bandhan, inspired by
the visionary guidance
of Sham Lal Sharma,
former Minister J&K
and Chief Patron of
SGWEF.

This innovative cam-
paign, which seeks to
engage communities
in environmental con-
servation, began with
a symbolic ceremony
where trees were
adorned with Rakhis,
reflecting the protec-
tive spirit of Raksha
Bandhan.

The "Adopt a Tree"
campaign encourages
individuals, families,

and communities to
take an active role in
preserving the environ-
ment by adopting and
nurturing a tree.

Each participant in
the campaign is asked
to select a tree, which
they will be responsible
for watering, caring for,
and protecting as it
grows.

This initiative not only
promotes environmen-
tal stewardship but also
fosters a deep personal
connection to nature.

The campaign was
launched with a Rakhi-
tying ceremony led
by Dogar Nath, Office
Secretary of SGWEF,
and supported by vol-
unteers Daksh, Shri
Kant, Vinayak, Madan
Sharma, Garima
Sharma, Pinki Devi,

Anju Bala, and Shashi
Devi.

The act of tying Rakhis
to trees symbolizes the
pledge to protect and
nurture the environ-
ment, much like the
bond of protection cel-
ebrated during Raksha
Bandhan.

In his public address,
Er Rohit Sharma,
General Secretary of
SGWF, passionately
urged the public to
participate in the cam-
paign, stating, "The
'Adopt a Tree' initiative
is more than just a call
to action—it's a move-
ment that embodies our
collective responsibility
towards the environ-
ment.

Each tree we adopt is
a step towards a green-
er, healthier planet. |

encourage everyone,
from schoolchildren
to elders, to take part
in this noble cause.
Together, we can make
a significant difference.”
Dr. Sonia Verma,
Director of SGWEF,
emphasized the long-
term vision of the cam-
paign, stating, "Our
goal is to create a cul-
ture of environmental
responsibility where
every individual feels
personally connected
to the well-being of our
planet. 'Adopt a Tree' is
not just about planting
trees; it's about nurtur-
ing them to maturity and
ensuring they thrive for
generations to come."
Reeta Verma, Nation-
al President of SGWF,
added, "This campaign
is a call to action for

everyone to contrib-
ute to the fight against
climate change. By
adopting a tree, you're
making a tangible com-
mitment to improving
our environment and
leaving a legacy of
green spaces for future
generations."

With the ambitious
target of adopting
25,000 trees, SGWF
aims to significantly
impact the region's
green cover. The Foun-
dation plans to involve
schools, community
groups, and local gov-
ernments in the cam-
paign to ensure wide-
spread participation
and success.

Under the leadership
of Sham Lal Sharma,
the "Adopt a Tree" cam-
paign is positioned as a

cornerstone of SGWF's
broader mission to pro-
mote environmental
awareness and sustain-
able living. The cam-
paign is designed to be
inclusive, with options
for individuals and
groups to participate
at various levels, from
planting and caring
for trees to organiz-
ing community events
around tree adoption.
If anyone is interested
in joining the "Adopt a
Tree" campaign, they
can contact us at gre-
enwarriorsoniaverma@
gmail.com or malhotra-
reeta121@gmail.com.
Participants will receive
guidance on how to
care for their adopted
trees, along with regu-
lar updates on the cam-
paign's progress.

Wushu trials from August 23

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: The
Wushu Association of
J&K will be conducting
selection ftrials for the
UT J&K Senior Wushu
team on the 23rd and
24th of August 2024
at the Sher-i-Kashmir
Indoor Sports Complex
(SKISC) in Srinagar.

These trials are
intended to shortlist
athletes for the 33rd
Senior Wushu Cham-
pionship, which will
take place in Dehra-
dun, Uttarakhand, from
21st to 26th September
2024.

A selection com-
mittee, chaired by
Dronacharya Awardee
Kuldeep Handoo, along
with other members,
including international
player Rajinder Singh,
Magsood Rather, Nisar

Ahmed Mir, Kamal
Kishore, Ajaz Hassan,
Ramees Ahmed, Irfan
Ahmed, Yash Pal and
Observer JKSC, has
been formed to oversee
the trials.

All participants are
required to bring their
proof of date of birth,
a medical fitness cer-
tificate, and four pass-
port-size photographs,
as without these docu-
ments, they will not be
allowed to participate.

Following the selec-
tion trials, a 21-day
coaching camp will
be organized for the
selected athletes in
Srinagar from 30th
August to 19th Sep-
tember 2024, in line
with Jammu & Kashmir
Sports Council (JKSC)
norms. The team will
depart for Dehradun on
20th September 2024.
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India, Malaysia ink key pact

on recruitment, elevate ties

to comprehensive strategic
partnership

Highlighting the importance of India-Malay-
sia economic engagement, Modi said bilateral
trade is being done in Rupees and Malaysian
currency Ringgit.

“We believe that there is still a lot of potential
in economic cooperation. Bilateral trade and
investment should be expanded,” he said.

“We should increase mutual cooperation in
new technological areas, such as semicon-
ductor, Fintech, defence industry, artificial
intelligence and quantum. We have empha-
sised on accelerating the review of the Com-
prehensive Economic Cooperation Agree-
ment between India and Malaysia,” he said.

The prime minister said work will also be
done to connect India’s digital payment
system UPI with Malaysia’s PayNet.

“We are also unanimous in the fight against
terrorism and extremism,” he said.

Modi also described Malaysia as an “impor-
tant partner” of India in the ASEAN (Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations) and Indo-
Pacific region.

“India gives priority to ASEAN centrality.
We agree that the review of the FTA (free
trade agreement) between India and ASEAN
should be completed in a timely manner,”
he said.

In an apparent reference to the situation
in South China Sea that has been witness-
ing growing Chinese military muscle-flexing,
Modi said, “We are committed to freedom
of navigation and over flight in accordance
with international laws. And, we support the
peaceful resolution of all disputes.” The two
sides also deliberated upon new possibilities
of cooperation in the defence sector as well.

Both sides also decided to establish a digital
council for cooperation in digital technology,
and to form a start-up alliance.

In his remarks, Ibrahim said all issues, sen-
sitive or likewise, were discussed in reflection
of the true meaning of friendship between the
two countries.

“Therefore, we have a lot of commonalities
which extend beyond trade and investment,”
he added.

In the Modi-lbrahim talks, it was decided
to set up an Ayurveda chair in Malaysia’s
University Tunku Abdul Rahman.

Security grid to be holstered i
Jammu hospitals

round the clock and their postings would
be done by the administration in consulta-
tion with the Medical Superintendent, SMGS
Jammu.

As per the Medical Superintendent, GMCH
Jammu, there was a requirement of at least
35 armed police personnel, comprising well
equipped 15 women police personnel laced
with communication tools 24 x7 for the iden-
tified sensitive areas like Emergency Wing,
GMCH Jammu, Mortuary GMCH Jammu,
Indoor Wards along with staircase, GMCH
Jammu and OPDs GMCH Jammu.

“The GMCH Jammu shall activate the
Emergency Code System to immediately
send the message to the police post inside
the hospital premises for a swift action in
case of any emergent like situation,” it was
decided in the meeting.

It was also impressed upon during the
meeting that the security personnel would
be deputed as per the roaster for a hospi-
tal round to maintain public discipline in all
the departments of the hospitals besides
monitoring and new CCTVs would also be
installed in the hospital premises and every
floor would be manned by at least one secu-
rity personnel from the private hospital secu-
rity.

Tarigami writes to CEC
for allowing advts to
print media during MCC

the earliest,” said Tarigami in his letter to
the CEC. adding that this would not only

provide print media with much-needed
relief but also ensure their sustainability,
enabling them to continue playing its vital
Se in society especially during the elec-
tioneering process.

Amarnath Yatra ends with 12-yr
footfall high of 3.11akh devotees

temple in Srinagar on August 14 and the
final journey towards the shrine had started
on August 16 from Pahalgam.

The footfall for the yatra this year is the
highest in the past 12 years. “Some 5.1 lakh
pilgrims performed the darshan in the cave
this year,” an official said.

The 52-day Hindu pilgrimage had started
on June 29 amid high security, with people
from across the country and outside coming
to pay their obeisance at the cave shrine
housing a naturally forming ice stalagmite
shiva lingam.The cave shrine is situated at
a height of 3,880m in the Himalayan moun-
tains of south Kashmir. Lakhs of pilgrims
pass through snow-capped glaciers and
ice-cold waters during summer months to
complete the yatra.

The pilgrims usually trek 36 km to the
mountainous paths from the Pahalgam
base camp in south Kashmir while from
central Kashmir’s Baltal side, the route is
shorter but steeper with yatris having to
trek just 14 km.

The administration as well as security
agencies have been regularly taking review
meetings and meeting yatris for ensuring
proper arrangements.

Yatris would travel in the form of convoys
from Jammu to Kashmir with fool-proof
security, besides arrangements for road-
opening parties, area-domination parties,
security at camping sites and installation of
CCTVs at strategic locations.

The number of pilgrims visiting the shrine
have been on an increasing trend from the
past three years with 4.45 lakh pilgrims
visiting in 2023 and 3.65 lakh in 2022. While
2021 and 2020 were pandemic years, pil-
grim footfall during 2019 was 3.42 lakh
when the yatra was abruptly cut short by
government ahead of the revocation of
article 370 on August 5, 2019. The highest
ever number of pilgrims to visit the shrine
was in 2011 and 2012 at 6.35 lakh and 6.22
lakh, respectively.

ECI issues notification for first
phase of J&K nolls

Kulgam, Devsar,Dooru, Kokernag (ST),
Anantnag West, Anantnag, Srigufwara—
Bijbehara,Shangus —Anantnag East, Pahal-
gam, Inderwal, Kishtwar, Padder — Nagseni,
Bhadarwah, Doda, Doda West, Ramban and
Banihal seats.

As per the notification, the candidates can
file nomination papers for these seats till
August 27 while scrutiny of nominations will
be taken up on August 28.

The poll body has fixed August 30 as the
last date for withdrawal of candidature.

Kolkata rape-murder case: SC
orders formation of national
task force for safety of doctors

for young doctors across the country, par-
ticularly, public hospitals,” CJI Chandrachud-
led Bench said.

It added, “We earnestly appeal to all the
doctors that we are here to ensure that their
safety and protection is the matter of highest
national concern. We feel this is not now a
matter of a particular offence but something
which affects the institution of healthcare
pan India.”

The Bench, also comprising Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, asked the CBI
(Central Bureau of Investigation) to file
a status report detailing the status of the
investigation within two days as well as the
state government to file a status report in
relation to the incident of vandalisation inside
the hospital premises. It pulled up the West
Bengal government over the publication of
the name, photographs and video clips of
the deceased victim.

“It is extremely concerning. We are first

to recognize the right to free speech, but
there are well-settled parameters,” it said.
In response, senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the West Bengal government,
said, “We have filed 50 FIRs. Before the
police arrived, photos were taken and circu-
lated. We did not allow anything to happen.”

Questioning the role of then principal Dr
Sandip Ghosh, who is now facing mara-
thon questioning for 13 to 14 hours each
day by CBI since last Friday, the top court
asked, “What was the principal doing? Why
an attempt to pass off the incident as a sui-
cide? Not registering an FIR till late in the
evening?”

“On the next day, a mob assembles at the
hospital and critical facilities are damaged,
what are the police doing? What are they (the
police) doing? Allowing vandals to enter the
hospital?” the bench asked further.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, the second
highest law officer of the Centre, said that a
mob of 7,000 people armed with lathis and
other weapons in the middle of the night
cannot be gathered without “the knowledge,
if not consent, of the police force”, adding that
the situation of vandalism was a complete
failure of law and order in the state of West
Bengal. The Supreme Court said that the
state’s police power should not be unleashed
on peaceful protesters from the medical com-
munity and civil societies.

“People, whether they are doctors or civil
societies or lawyers, who are protesting,
so long as there is no act of destruction, let
there not be the power of the state unleashed
on peaceful protests. It is a time of national
catharsis,” CJI Chandrachud remarked. The
3-judge bench of the top court was hearing
the suo moto case titled “Alleged rape and
murder incident of a trainee doctor in R.G.
Kar Medical College and Hospital, Kolkata,
and related issues”.

Several letter petitions were addressed to
CJI Chandrachud, urging the apex court to
take suo moto cognisance of the incident and
issue directions for an immediate and impar-
tial investigation. One of the letter petitions
filed by Monica Singh, a doctor by profession,
pleaded with the Supreme Court to exercise
judicial oversight in the RG Kar matter to
ensure that the investigation is conducted
thoroughly and impartially.

It also prayed for guidelines to enhance
security measures at medical colleges and
hospitals across the country to prevent such
incidents from occurring in the future, and
for framing comprehensive guidelines for
the protection of medical professionals and
institutions.

BSF Man Makes History As First
CAPF Officer To Complete Ironman
Triathion

country’s largest border-guarding force in
2012. He is currently on deputation post-
ing to the counter-terrorist commando force
National Security Guard (NSG).

“Shri Harish Kajla, AC brings in laurels
to the Nation and the Force by success-
fully completing Iron Man Challenge, held in
Copenhagen, Denmark, becoming the first
officer from CAPFs to successfully complete
the challenge,” the Border Security Force
said on its official X handle on Monday.

The officer, as per the BSF, was “able to
complete the event and achieve this historic
featin a time of 12:42:25.” The Ironman chal-
lenge comprises three events which include
3.8 kilometres of swimming, 180 kilometres
of cycling and 42.2 kilometres of full mara-
thon. For the latest event, under the male
35-39 years of age category, the cut-off
timing was 15:45:00, as per the BSF.

The force, primarily tasked to guard Indian
fronts with Pakistan and Bangladesh, also
posted pictures of Kajla holding the national
flag as well as the flags of the BSF and NSG
at the finish line in the Danish capital.

The BSF is part of the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) under the Ministry of Home
Affairs which also includes the CRPF, ITBP,
SSB and CISF.

Power 0f Constitution Can
Defeat Dictatorial Regime’s

Arrogance’: Cong On Lateral
Entry U-Turn

Reacting to the development, Kharge said,
“Long live the Constitution! The Congress
party’s fight for social justice for our Dalits,
tribals, backward and weaker sections has
foiled the BJP’s plans to snatch away res-
ervation.”

“Modi government’s letter on lateral entry
shows that only the power of the Constitu-
tion can defeat the arrogance of a dictatorial
regime,” the Congress chief said in a post in
Hindi on X.

He said it was due to the campaign run
by Rahul Gandhi, the Congress and INDIA
bloc parties, that the government has taken
a step back.

“But as long as the BJP-RSS are in power,
it will keep adopting new tactics to snatch
away reservation. We all have to be careful,”
Kharge said.

“Whether it is the long term capital gain/
Indexation attack on the middle class in the
budget, or referring the Wagqf Bill to JPC, or
putting the Broadcast Bill on the back-burner
— the power of the people and the opposition
is saving the country from the Modi govern-
ment,” he said.

In a post in Hindi on X, Gandhi said, “We
will protect the Constitution and the reser-
vation system at all costs. We will foil the
BJP’s conspiracies like that of ‘lateral entry’
at any cost.”

“l am saying it again — by removing the 50%
reservation cap, we will ensure social justice
on the basis of caste census,” the former
Congress chief said.

Congress general secretary in-charge com-
munications Jairam Ramesh tagged Singh’s
letter and said on X, “A letter from a Union
Minister working under a non-biological PM
to a Constitutional authority without a date.
What pathetic governance this is.”

“Even so, this is clearly the impact of the
criticism of the Leaders of the Opposition in
both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha and
others,” he said in another post.

Congress’ media and publicity department
head Pawan Khera said his party welcomes
the government’s directive to withdraw the
lateral entry advertisement under pressure
from the opposition and NDA allies.

“We also want to advise the prime minister
that time has come to listen to Mann ki Baat
of the country. The country communicates
its ‘Mann Ki Baat’ through the opposition and
through your allies...Listen to us. It should
become your habit, you are in a coalition
government, and should take decisions by
taking allies into confidence so that you don’t
have to take it back,” Khera said in a video
statement.

Reacting to the development, Congress MP
and whip in the Lok Sabha Manickam Tagore
said, “2024 has given us two outcomes: a
weak Prime Minister and a strong People’s
Leader of the Opposition. In the end, it’'s a
victory for our Constitution.”

The UPSC had on August 17 issued a noti-
fication for recruiting 45 joint secretaries,
directors and deputy secretaries through lat-
eral entry — referred to as appointment of
specialists (including those from the private
sector) in government departments.

The decision had ignited criticism from
opposition parties, which claimed it under-
mined the reservation rights of OBCs, SCs
and STs.

The Government’s move also comes after
BJP ally and Union Minister Chirag Paswan
voiced concern over making any appoint-
ments in Government posts without providing
reservation. The political row over lateral
entry escalated, with Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi alleging it was an “attack” on the
Dalits, OBCs and adivasis.

Upping the ante over the lateral entry issue,
the Congress on Monday had accused the
BJP of “snatching reservation” and handing
out posts meant for SCs, STs, OBCs, and
EWS to people of the RSS.

Congress president Kharge had claimed
that while his party-led Government had
brought in lateral entry to appoint select spe-
cialists and experts in some sector-specific
posts as per their utility, the Modi Govern-
ment has made provision for it to “snatch
the rights” of Dalits, tribals and backward

classes.

Rahul Gandhi had alleged that the Govern-
ment’s move of recruiting public servants
through lateral entry was an “attack” on
Dalits, OBCs and adivasis. He had accused
the BJP of seeking to snatch reservations
from ‘bahujans’.

2 girls sexually assaulted in
Thane school, big protests, CM
stepsin

The court sent the accused, Akshay
Shinde, to three days of police remand.

The parents of the girls filed a complaint
on Friday night, following which the police
arrested the accused.

During the probe, the school administration
told the police that on the day of the incident,
CCTV cameras was not working.

Speaking with news agency ANI, Maha-
rashtra Education Minister Deepak Kesarkar
said, “We will see to it that the existing safety
measures are further strengthened. We are
issuing a circular today that CCTVs must be
operational in each school. We will appoint
a committee based on the Vishaka commit-
tee in schools as well. We will fast-track this
case and give the strictest punishment to
the accused. The school principal, the class
teacher and 2 assistants have been sus-
pended. The school also has been served
a notice. A woman senior Pl who delayed
registering a case should be suspended.”

Its been six hours since the agitators have
blocked the local trains at the site.

As a part of the protest, shops and other
establishments in the Badalpur region
remained closed on Tuesday. The school
where the alleged sexual assault occurred
was also coerced to shut down. Local politi-
cal leaders, along with supporters, also
turned up for the demonstration.

The police arrested the protestors for stone
pelting outside the school where the incident
took place.

Meanwhile, the school administration has
suspended the principal, the class teacher
and the staff responsible for transporting
the children.

India’s military leadership
convene to chart the future of
the country’s military

The forum provided an opportunity for
the top military leadership to brainstorm on
strategic issues and set the direction for the
Indian Army’s transformation over the next
two decades. Ongoing initiatives by the Indian
Army and its contribution towards achieving
the objective of Viksit Bharat@2047 were also
discussed. The attendees engaged in interac-
tive discussions to define the Army’s role in
the national vision and articulated the Indian
Army’s Vision@2047 as: “To transform into a
modern, agile, adaptive, technology-enabled,
and self-reliant future-ready force, capable
of deterring and winning wars in a multi-
domain environment across the spectrum of
operations, to protect our national interests in
synergy with the other Services.” The senior
leadership outlined several broad goals to be
pursued in the next decade, including: reor-
ganisation of Army and Command Headquar-
ters, and the realignment of Command, Corps
and Area HQ boundaries. Other discussion
agendas included improving infrastructure
and improving cross-domain capabilities
to include land, air, cyber and space. The
COAS exhorted all stakeholders to promote
Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) in the indigeni-
sation of equipment, platforms, and weapons.
He urged them to support the Indian defence
industry in not only developing world-class
equipment but in becoming a leading defence
exporter. Practices to improve collabora-
tion between armed forces and the need to
establish common military stations were also
mentioned. Enhancing joint operations and
integration between the Army, Navy and Air
Force to face the future challenges of warfare
was deliberated. The attendees also explored
new initiatives to improve the quality of life for
military personnel across all ranks. Additional
initiatives to improve contributions to the coun-
try’s health and education sectors, sports, and
military education were also on the agenda.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: Sunil
Dimple, President of Mis-
sion Statehood, led a
forceful anti-Pakistan pro-
test and demonstration
following the tragic martyr-
dom of a CRPF inspector
during a patrol operation
in the Chilli village of Dudu
Basatgarh, Udhampur.

The protest was marked
by strong sentiments of
grief, anger, and a collec-
tive call for decisive action
against militant activities in
the region.

Addressing the gathered
protestors, Sunil Dimple
expressed deep shock
and sorrow over the loss
of the brave CRPF inspec-
tor, emphasizing the gravity
of the situation.

He condemned the mili-
tants responsible for the
attack, labeling the inci-
dent as a stark reminder of
the ongoing threats faced
by the security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Dimple declared that
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, along with
his organization, Mission
Statehood, would never

- 1

compromise on matters
concerning national secu-
rity.

He vowed that there
would be no tolerance for
militancy, anti-national
activities, attacks on secu-
rity forces, or the targeted
killings that have plagued
the region.

Dimple warned Pakistan
sponsored terrorist groups
that Jammu and Kashmir
was, is, and will forever
remain an integral part
of India. Any attempts to
destabilize the region or
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challenge its sovereignty
would be met with fierce
resistance from the Indian
state and its people.
Further solidifying his
stance, Dimple extended
his full support and that
of Mission Statehood to
the Indian Army and the
Jammu Kashmir Police.
He emphasized that the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir stand united with
the armed forces in their
mission to safeguard the
region. He stated that
the ultimate goal should

BANGLAL

be to bring the people of
Pakistan-Occupied Kash-
mir (POK) into the fold
of Jammu and Kashmir,
reuniting the territory with
India.

Dimple also raised
alarms about the presence
of ISI sleeper cells within
Jammu and Kashmir,
describing them as a sig-
nificant threat that needs
to be eradicated. He called
on the Indian Army to initi-
ate "Operation All Out," a
comprehensive military
campaign aimed at flush-

ing out militants from the
region.

In a direct appeal to
the Indian Army Chief,
Dimple urged the initiation
of surgical strikes against
Pakistan, advocating
for a full-scale military
response to the provoca-
tions and infiltrations by
Pakistani-backed militants.
He demanded that the
Army take decisive action
to liberate POK, Gilgit,
and Baltistan, incorporat-
ing them into the state of
Jammu and Kashmir, India.

Dimple concluded his
address by stressing the
need for a befitting reply
to Pakistan. He called for
a war that would decisively
eliminate ISI operatives
and Afghan militants who
have infiltrated Jammu and
Kashmir, thereby securing
the region's peace and
stability.

The protest was sup-
ported by several other
prominent leaders, includ-
ing Swarn Lal, Vijay Virdi,
S Kala Singh, Arun Verma,
Mohan Lal, Kewal Kumar,
Mohinder, Daleep, Vikas,
Deepak, Balu Kumar, Lohri
Shaha, and many others.

Celebration Of Raksha Bandhan at
Poonch, Rajouri & Reasi

Top News Report

POONCH, RAJOURI
& REASI: Aug 20 The
customs, rituals and fes-
tivals play a major role in

establishing connect with
the AWAM. The popula-
tion in remote villages
along line of control lives
in perfect harmony and
actively participate in
functions and festivals
of each other. The Indian
Army has also become a

part of many such festi-
vals. Toward this Indian
Army celebrated the
festival of Raksha Band-
han in remote areas of

district. As mark of soli-
darity with Army men,
women from all these
three districts came all
the way and tied Rakhis
to Jawans. This initia-
tive was taken by them
despite of known threat
of terror related incidents

Poonch, Rajouri & Reasi

by enemy. Women & girls
prayed for the safety of
their brother soldiers who
are safeguarding their vil-
lages and nation. During
informal interaction with
Army persons, the girls
expressed their desire
to tie Rakhis every year
on this auspicious day.
In return, the soldiers
pledged to protect and
safeguard the residents
from any harm.

The event was attend-
ed by girl students and
women from nearby vil-
lages, elected civil rep-
resentatives and locals.
The local people from
nearby hamlets were
also invited to witness
this event. The bonhomie
between Indian Army and
AWAM will be strength-
ened further with this
event.

Lecture On Importance of

Top News Report

REASI, Aug 20: To
inculcate the significance
of education, Army organ-
ised an awareness lecture
on importance of educa-
tion at Sarsot Middle
School, Batsiyala, Reasi
district. The aim of the
lecture was to increase
awareness amongst the
children regarding the
importance of education,
it's empowering effect in
the overall development
of society. The event was

China may exit global markets in key
sectors, says Dr Arvind Panagariya

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): Dr Arvind
Panagariya, Chairman
of the 16th Finance
Commission of India,
stated that India has the
opportunity to boost its
growth as China faces
challenges and may exit
the global marketplace
in several sectors.

He shared these
thoughts during a ses-
sion titled “Escaping the
Middle Income Trap”,
where he spoke agency.

Dr Panagariya also
believes India has the
potential to achieve a
$50 trillion economy by
2047.

Reflecting on the
nation’s economic prog-
ress over the past two
decades, Panagariya
said, “India has been
growing at 10% annually
in current dollars. If we
maintain this trajectory,
we could reach around
$31-32 trillion by 2046-
47, but | believe we can
aim higher.”

China’s decline and
India’s growth opportu-
nity

Dr Panagariya high-
lighted the ongoing shift
among multinational
companies seeking
alternatives to China as
a manufacturing hub.

He believes that this
trend places India in a
favourable position to
increase its economic
growth.

“What is going on glob-
ally in terms of lots of

multinationals seeking
an alternative location
than China, | think puts
us in a great position
to push up this growth
rate of 10% per annum
in current dollars, not in
real dollars,” Panagariya
said.

He projected that with
this growth rate, India
could achieve a GDP
close to 50 ftrillion dol-
lars by 2047.

India’s per
income by 2047

When asked about
the potential per capita
income Indians could
expect by 2047, given
a projected population
of 1.65 billion, Dr Pan-
agariya estimated it to
be between 30,000 and
35,000 dollars.

He said that the key
to reaching this figure
would be sustaining a
growth rate of 10%, with
an additional 2% growth
achievable through vari-
ous factors, including
a young population,
favourable geopolitics,
and China’s potential
exit from several global
markets.
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Role of ‘Aatma Nirb-
harta’ and trade policy

Addressing a question
about the compatibility of
India’s Aatma Nirbharta
(self-reliance) policy in
manufacturing with a
low or zero-duty trade
policy, Dr Panagariya
clarified that reducing
customs duties is just
one part of the equation.

He highlighted the
importance of domes-
tic reforms, particularly
in helping small enter-
prises grow.

“Our firms, our enter-
prises tend to be small,
and they don’t grow,”
he noted, pointing to
historical and structural
factors that have kept
many firms in India from
expanding.

He highlighted the
need for reforms, par-
ticularly in labour laws,
to support the growth of
labour-intensive indus-
tries. Dr Panagariya
explained that although
industries like textiles
have become more
capital-intensive over
time, there are still sec-
tors, such as process-

ing and assembly, that
remain labour-intensive
and could benefit from
such reforms.

He also mentioned the
need to further liberalise
trade policies, suggest-
ing that India’s trade-to-
GDP ratio could rise to
nearly 50% if tariffs are
reduced and Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with
like-minded countries
are pursued.

Labour laws and their
impact on growth

Dr Panagariya under-
scored the significance
of labour law reforms
in unlocking the poten-
tial of labour-intensive
industries. He men-
tioned that the new
labour codes enacted by
the government in 2019
and 2020 could remove
significant obstacles to
the expansion of firms
in these sectors.

“There’s a great deal
of awareness, and also
a lot of hope now that
these labour laws will be
implemented,” he said.

He expressed opti-
mism about the govern-
ment’s efforts, despite
acknowledging the
skepticism surrounding
the pace of implemen-
tation.

“I'm certainly optimis-
tic that we’ll see some
action,” Dr Panagariya
added, noting that as
an economist, optimism
is essential for remain-
ing engaged in policy-
making.
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attended by 38 students
and civilians. The enthu-
siasm displayed by the
students indicated that
such awareness lecture
have a long lasting impact
on local's, towards impor-
tance of education. Such
events being organised
on a regular basis are the
testimony of the relentless
efforts made by Indian
Army to inculcate the local
populace into the main-
stream of this society by
channelizing their energy
and thought process.

Education at Batsiyala, Reasi

~ ST-I candidates eligible to contest

reserved ST seats in J&K Assembly

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: In light
of the upcoming Assem-
bly Elections in Jammu
and Kashmir, the All J&K
Gujjar-Bakerwal Organ-
isations Coordination
Committee (AJKGBOCC)
convened a significant
press conference at the
Press Club in Jammu.

The conference aimed
to address the ramifica-
tions of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
Act, 2019, the recom-
mendations made by the
Delimitation Commission
in 2022, and the protec-
tion of political reserva-
tions granted to twelve
Scheduled Tribe (ST)
groups recognized as J&K
STs in 1989/1991.

It was emphasized that
only the ST groups clas-
sified as ST-I are eligible
to contest the reserved ST
seats in the Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly elec-
tions.

During the conference,
it was reiterated that
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Reorganisation Act,
2019, was passed by
the Indian Parliament in
August 2019, leading to
the bifurcation of the state
into the Union Territories
of Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh, thereby
extending national laws
to Jammu and Kashmir.

A Delimitation Com-
mission was constituted
in March 2020 under the
Act, chaired by retired
Justice Ranjana Prakash
Desai. The Commission's
final report, effective from
May 20, 2022, reserved
nine seats for the 12 ST

elections: AJKGBOCC

communities recognized
in 1989 and 1991, and
added six additional seats
to the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly, bringing
the total to 90 seats.

Mohd Anwar Chowd-
hary, Advocate and Con-
vener of the Organisation,
clarified that the Commis-
sion based its report on
the ST population as per
the 2011 census conduct-
ed by the Registrar Gen-
eral of India in Jammu and
Kashmir. The nine constit-
uencies reserved for ST
communities—Surankote,
Mendhar, Budhal, Thana-
mandi, Rajouri, Gulab-
garh, Kangan, Kokarnag,
and Gurez—were select-
ed based on this census.

In 2024, four addition-
al groups—the Pahari
Ethnic Group, Paddri
Tribe, Gadda Brahmans,
and Koli—were granted
separate Scheduled Tribe
Status in Jammu & Kash-
mir. These groups were
classified under ST-II
with a separate 10% res-
ervation, as enforced by
the Jammu and Kash-
mir Government. It was
emphasized that indi-
viduals under ST-Il are
not eligible to contest the
reserved Assembly seats
allocated to ST-I, and vice
versa.

Speakers at the press
conference stressed that
the nine constituencies
reserved for ST-I groups
should remain exclusively
for them to ensure their
rightful representation,
as the reservations were
based on the 2011 census
and the Delimitation of
Assembly Constituencies
in Jammu & Kashmir.

P i L%
Anwar Chowdhary refer-
enced statements from
the Prime Minister and
Home Minister, assert-
ing that there would be
no dilution of the existing
reservation for Sched-
uled Tribes in Jammu
and Kashmir, particularly
the rights of Gujjar-Bak-
erwals.

The press confer-
ence also revealed that
the Organisation had
requested a meeting with
the Full Election Commis-
sion to present the views
of Guijjars-Bakerwals of
Jammu & Kashmir, but
the Commission's visit
seemed superficial, lack-
ing engagement with the
real representatives of
the people. The speakers
disclosed that they had
sent representations to
the Chief Election Com-
missioner, the Home Min-
ister of India, the Ministers
of Scheduled Caste &
Scheduled Tribes of India,
the Lieutenant Governor
of Jammu & Kashmir, and
the Registrar General of
Census Govt. of India.

Prominent Guijjar lead-
ers Bashir Ahmed Noon,
Shouket Javed, and
Shokat Gujjar appealed to
the Government to ensure
that no nomination papers
from ST-Il candidates are
accepted for the reserved
ST-I Assembly seats, as
per the reservations grant-
ed in 1989 and 1991.

Other notable speakers
at the conference included
Adv. Aslam Khan, Adv.
Zafar Igbal Choudhary,
Adv. Mohammad Azam
Choudhary, Adv. Jameel
Choudhary, and Adv. Per-
vaiz Choudhary.

Sensex, Nifty end higher as financials
gain; Bajaj Finserv up above 3%
The S&P BSE Sensex added 378.18 points to close at 80,802.86, while

the NSE Nifty50 gained 126.20 points to end at 24,698.85.

NEW DELHI, Aug 20
(Agencies): Benchmark
stock market indices
closed higher on Tues-
day, driven by a rally in
financial and IT stocks.

The S&P BSE Sensex
added 378.18 points
to close at 80,802.86,
while the NSE Nifty50
gained 126.20 points to
end at 24,698.85.

“The domestic market
started the session with
a strong surge, buoyed
by positive global sen-
timent amidst Israel-
Hamas ceasefire talks
and diminishing US
recession fears due to
recent favourable data.
Concurrently, easing
geopolitical risks and
weak China demand
have led to a decline in
crude prices, benefiting
the domestic economy.
Meanwhile, inflationary
pressure in Japan and
the appreciating Yen
cautioned the rally. This
week’s Japan inflation
data and FOMC min-
utes will provide insights
into future interest rate
trajectories and market
trends,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research,
Geajit Financial Servic-
es.

Today’s Nifty trading
saw a mix of notable
gains and losses across
various stocks. Leading
the gainers was SBI

Life with a substantial
increase of 5.49%, fol-
lowed closely by HDFC
Life, which rose by
3.48%. Bajaj Finserv
also performed strong-
ly, climbing 3.41%.
Indusind Bank and Shri-
ram Finance rounded
out the top gainers with
increases of 2.55% and
2.39% respectively.

On the downside,
Bharti Airtel experienced
the largest decline,
dropping 1.41%. ONGC
followed closely behind
with a fall of 1.40%.
Apollo Hospitals saw
its stock decrease by
1.11%, while Adani
Enterprises slipped
1.02%. Cipla completed
the list of top losers with
a decline of 0.80%.

“The markets con-
tinued their upward
momentum, gaining
nearly half a percent.
Nifty opened with a
gap-up and edged

higher during the early
session, remaining
range-bound until the
close. Most sectors
contributed to the gains,
with banking, financial,
and IT sectors leading
the charge. The broader
indices mirrored this per-
formance, each adding
almost half a percent,”
said Ajit Mishra — SVP,
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

Today’s market wit-
nessed positive move-
ments in the broader
indices, alongside a
notable drop in volatility.

The Nifty Midcap100
index showed strong
performance, rising
by 0.84%. The Nifty
Smallcap100 index also
made gains, albeit more
modest, increasing by
0.47%.

India VIX, often
referred to as the fear
gauge of the market,
saw a significant

decrease of 3.45%.

Today’s trading ses-
sion saw a broadly
positive trend across
most Nifty sectoral indi-
ces, with only two sec-
tors experiencing minor
losses.

The top performer
was Nifty Financial Ser-
vices 25/50, surging by
1.73%, closely followed
by Nifty PSU Bank,
which gained 1.68%.
Nifty Financial Servic-
es also showed strong
growth, rising 1.11%.
The banking sector
overall performed well,
with Nifty Private Bank
up 1.02% and Nifty Bank
increasing by 0.86%.

Other sectors post-
ing gains included
Nifty IT, up 0.81%;
Nifty Pharma and Nifty
Auto, both rising 0.61%;
Nifty Healthcare Index,
advancing 0.53%; and
Nifty Metal, climbing
0.47%. Nifty Midsmall
Healthcare rose 0.50%,
while Nifty Realty saw
a modest increase of
0.20%. Nifty Oil & Gas
edged up by 0.15%,
and Nifty Consumer
Durables gained 0.11%.

On the downside, only
two sectors saw losses.
Nifty Media declined
by 0.27%, while Nifty
FMCG experienced a
slight dip of 0.14%.
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Yuvraj Singh's 17 years record smashed; Samoa’'s
Darius Visser hits 39 runs in 1 over

Visser, who scored 132 off 62 balls, was on 46 when Vanuatu’s Nalin Nipiko stepped

up to bowl the 15th over, in which the Samoa batter cleared the ropes on six
occasions and faced three no balls

APIA (SAMOA), Aug 20
(Agencies): Darius Visser hit
39 runs in a single over to set
a men’s Twenty20 Internation-
al record and help Samoa to
a 10-run victory over Vanuatu
in a 2026 World Cup regional
qualifier on Tuesday.

Visser, who scored 132 off 62
balls, was on 46 when Vanu-
atu’s Nalin Nipiko stepped up
to bowl the 15th over, in which
the Samoa batter cleared the
ropes on six occasions and
faced three no balls.

Nipiko bowled a dot ball for the
fifth delivery of the over but fol-
lowed it up with two no balls,
with 28-year-old Visser hitting

and five fours.

Visser finished with 14 sixes

The previous record for the
most runs in a T20l over was

the second of them for a six.

36, with India’s Yuvraj Singh,

Biopic on cricketer Yuvraj Singh
announced: ‘I hope this film inspires’

MUMBAI, Aug 20
(Agencies): An upcom-
ing biographical movie
will chronicle the inspir-
ing journey of former
Indian cricketer Yuvraj
Singh, the makers
announced Tuesday.

The yet-to-be-titled
biopic will be pro-
duced by Bhushan
Kumar’s T-Series and
co-produced by Rauvi
Bhagchandka, known
for “Sachin: A Bil-
lion Dreams” and the
upcoming Aamir Khan-
starrer “Sitaare Zameen
Par”.

The film is touted as
a “grand celebration of
Singh’s unparalleled
journey and contribu-
tions to cricket, captur-
ing the essence of his
career, unforgettable
six sixes in the 2007
T20 World Cup, his
courageous off-field
battles and his subse-
quent return to cricket in
2012”, a press release
said.

Singh, who began his
career at the age of 13,
said he is hoping his life
story will inspire people
to overcome challenges.

“I'm deeply honoured
that my story will be
showcased to millions
of my fans across the
globe by Bhushan

and Ravi. Cricket has
been my greatest love
and source of strength
through all the highs
and lows. | hope this film
inspires others to over-
come their own chal-
lenges and pursue their
dreams with unwaver-
ing passion,” the former
India all-rounder said.
Kumar, known for
backing blockbuster
films such as “Drishy-
am 27, “Animal”, “Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2", “Kabir
Singh” and “Tanhaiji: The
Unsung Warrior”, said
he is excited to bring out
the inspiring journey of
Singh on the big screen.

“Yuvraj Singh’s life is
a compelling narrative
of resilience, triumph,
and passion. His jour-
ney from a promising
cricketer to a cricketing
hero, and then to a hero
in real life, is truly inspir-
ing.

“I'm thrilled to bring a
story that needs to be
told and heard through
the big screen and to
celebrate his extraordi-
nary achievements,” he
said.

The makers are yet
to announce the key
details about the film,
including the director
and cast

West Indies’ Kieron Pollard and
Nepal all-rounder Dipendra
Singh Airee all having struck six
sixes in an over.

Broad for six sixes in an over in
a 2007 T20 World Cup match,
Pollard meted out the same
treatment to Sri Lanka’s Akila
Dananjaya in 2021, with Airee
becoming the third batsman to
achieve the feat in April.

The record in one-day interna-
tionals is 36, scored by South
Africa’s Herschelle Gibbs and
U.S. batsman Jaskaran Mal-
hotra.

Visser, who also took the
wicket of Vanuatu batter Ronald
Tari, powered Samoa to a total
of 174, which they were able
to defend to claim their second
victory in the East Asia-Pacific

Feels wrong to play in

Bangla

o

SYDNEY, Aug 20
(Agencies): Australia
skipper Alyssa Healy
has said it might not be
right to go ahead with
the women’s T20 World
Cup in Bangladesh in
October as it would put
a lot of pressure on the
country which is still

d

esh: Healy
,_ .

large-scale violence
and protests that left
hundreds dead.

The women’s T20
World Cup is scheduled
in Bangladesh on Octo-
ber 3-19 with 10 teams,
including defending
champions Australia,
competing in the event.

fathom playing there
at the moment, as a
human being, | feel like
it might be the wrong
thing to do,” Healy said.

“(That would be) taking
resources away from a
country that is really
struggling. They're
needing everyone they
can possibly getin there
helping people that are
dying.”

Healy, however, said
that the final call rests
with the International
Cricket Council, which
is expected to make a
decision this week.

“There’s obviously
bigger factors at play
than putting a cricket
tournament on in Ban-
gladesh at the moment
... but I'll leave it to the
ICC to work out,” she

Yuvraj hit England’s Stuart

qualifying tournament.

recovering from the

“I'd find it hard to said.

Aim is to win gold with new world record at
Paralympics: Javelin thrower Sumit Antil

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (Agencies): Tokyo
Paralympics gold medalist Indian javelin
thrower Sumit Antil wants to improve upon
his world record in his bid to defend his title
in the Men’s F64 category at the Paris Para-
lympics Games.

Sumit, along with Bhagyashree Jadhav
(shot put, F34 category) will be the Indian
flag bearer at the opening ceremony of the
Paralympics Games to be held from August
28 to September 8, 2024.

He had set a world record thrice in the
Tokyo Paralympics and won the gold medal
with the best throw of 68.55 metres.

He bettered it with a new world record
throw of 70.83 meters at the 2023 Para
World Championships and further improved
it at the Hangzhou Para Asian Games (2023)
to win the gold with an effort of 73.29 metres.

The F64 category deals with problems in
the lower limb/s - athlete competing with
prostheses affected by limb deficiency and
leg length difference.

“My long-term goal is to achieve a distance
of 80 meters but in the Paris Paralympics, |
will try to win the gold medal with an effort
of 75 meters,” the 26-year-old told agency in
an exclusive interview.

The athlete, who lost one of his limbs in a
road accident in 2015, won the gold medal
at the Para World Championship in May this
year with an effort of 69.50 metres.

Sumit said, “My throws during practice
have been quite consistent. | have worked
hard on increasing strength without chang-
ing my technique. | will try to improve my
previous record.”

When asked about the pressure of being
the defending champion and being the
Indian flag bearer, he said, “There is no pres-
sure right now but things will be known after

reaching Paris. Once you reach the Games
village or at the competition venue, things
become a little different. | will try to do my
best without taking pressure. | want to enjoy
this moment. For the first time, such a large
and strong contingent from India is going to
the Paralympics and | feel proud to be the
flag bearer,” he added.

The Indian contingent comprises 84 ath-
letes across 12 disciplines for the Paralym-
pics.

This Padma Shri awardee said, “Being a
flag bearer in an event like Paralympics is
a different kind of emotion. This is the first
time | will be a part of the opening ceremony
of the Paralympics. At the time of the Tokyo
Paralympics, there were a lot of restrictions
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. | reached

late there according to the schedule of my
competition.”

Sumit said that after the Tokyo Paralympics,
he focused more on practising instead of
participating in different competitions.

He said, “I| have participated in very limited
competitions. | have spent more time in prac-
tice. Competitions keep going on but | aim to
get a medal for India in the Paralympics and
my entire focus has been on this for the last
three years,” he said.

“I| prefer to practice in India only rather than
abroad. | went to Finland in 2018 but | did
not feel much improvement there. | practice
at SAl (Sports Authority of India) Sonipat
Centre, which is equipped with a track for
Javelin throw and world-class facilities,” he
added.

When Sumit was asked whether he too
was a little disappointed with Neeraj Cho-
pra’s silver medal in the Olympics, he said,
“Neeraj bhai performed very well. It would be
wrong to say that we were heartbroken by his
effort. Alot depends on the day at this level of
competition. It wasn’t our day. It was Arshad
Nadeem’s (Gold medal winner) day in Paris.

“It is difficult to deliver your season’s best
performance under pressure on a stage like
the Olympics. | think once he crosses the
90m mark, we will have a lot of gold medals.”

Sumit said that he has been a part of the
Target Olympics Podium Scheme (TOPS)
since 2019 and he is getting all kinds of help
from it.

“I have been a part of the TOPS scheme
since 2019 and since that time | have been
getting prosthetic legs from abroad. Along
with my prosthetics, TOPS provides every-
thing I need for my game,” he concluded.

Australia batsman
Steve Smith says he has

no plans to retire

MELBOURNE, Aug 20 (Agencies): Veteran Austra-
lia batsman Steve Smith says he has no plans to wind
down his cricket career having signed a long-term
deal to play in the Big Bash League (BBL) with the

Sydney Sixers.

The 35-year-old inked a three-year contract with the
Sixers and could squeeze in four BBL games during
the home summer between the final test against India

and the tour of Sri Lanka.

Smith was overlooked for Australia’s Twenty20 World
Cup squad for the tournament in the United States and
the Caribbean but remains committed to playing all
formats. “l don’t have any plans; I'm just enjoying play-
ing at the moment. I'm pretty relaxed and I’'m looking
forward to this summer,” he told reporters on Tuesday.
“I think I'll get a few (BBL) games in this year and then
we’ll see where we go from there. Every chance | get,
| jump atit.” Following David Warner’s retirement from
Tests after the Pakistan series during the last home
summer, Smith opened the batting for Australia in
series against West Indies and New Zealand.

He made 171 runs in eight innings at an average of
28.25, well below his career average of 56.97.

Smith said he had no idea whether he would open
in the five-Test series against India, which starts on
November 22 at Perth Stadium, though he suggested
his team mates wanted him back at number four where
he has played much of his test career.

“The conversations I've had so far are that we’ll go
to England and the boys will have the T20s, and then
I’'m there for the one-dayers and we’ll make a decision

after that,” he said.

“Those conversations are happening in the back-
ground. | saw some comments that Usman (Khawaja)
made and | think he said he likes me down at number
four, and | think Marnus (Labuschagne) is of a similar
thought pattern. “I'm happy wherever and I'll bat any-
where for the team. For me it’s just a position.”

India’s D Gukesh plays out
draw against reigning world
champion Ding Liren in first
round of Sinquefield Cup

ST LOUIS, Aug 20 (Agencies): India’s
chess star D Gukesh played out a draw
against the reigning world champion
Ding Liren in the first round of the Sin-
quefield Cup in St Louis. In what turned
out to be a preview of their upcoming
battle in the World Chess Champi-
onship, Gukesh and Ding squared
off against each other in a classical
round. This was their first encounter
since Gukesh won the 2024 Candi-
dates Tournament. In the world rank-
ings, Gukesh is currently at number
six, while Ding is 15th, his lowest world
ranking.

In an encounter that saw a couple
of nervy moments, Gukesh, who had
black pieces, managed to escape a
tricky situation. The Indian survived a
scare after he pushed his pawn to the

d4 square, but Ding failed to punish
him. Ding played bishop d3, which
allowed Gukesh to escape from a pecu-
liar position.

The next moves by both players saw
plenty of pieces leave the board and
end the affair in a draw.

Challenger Gukesh and Ding will face
each other again in the FIDE World
Championship Match 2024, which will
be held between November 20 and
December 15 this year in Singapore.

FIDE had received three competi-
tive applications for hosting the World
Championship Match - from New Delhi
(India), Chennai (India), and Singapore.

“After reviewing the bids and inspect-
ing all potential host cities for their
venues, amenities, event programs,
and opportunities, the International
Chess Federation has selected Singa-
pore as the host of the World Champi-
onship Match,” FIDE said in an official
statement last month.

“We are delighted that for the first time
in the history of FIDE, a match for the
World Championship will take place in
Singapore. Not only is Singapore one of
the most iconic global tourist and busi-
ness hubs, but it is also a thriving chess
centre with great ambitions and talent,”
FIDE President Arkady Dvorkovich said
in an official statement.

“Na seats the, na bathrooms”:
PCB chief’s explosive take on
Pakistan stadiums
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ISLAMABAD, Aug 20 (Agencies):
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi acknowledged
the massive gap between interna-
tional standards and the stadiums in
Pakistan. Naqvi admitted that it is the
responsibility of PCB to improve the
facilities in the lead-up to the Champi-
ons Trophy 2025. He recently visited
the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore to check
the infrastructure and he pointed out
the challenges that the Board can face
if they decide to renovate the entire sta-
dium. “There was a world of difference
between our stadiums and those in the
rest of the world. In no way were they
international stadiums; koi bhi stadiums
internationally qualify kaar hi nhi shkta
tha — na seats the, na bathrooms aur

view asa tha ki aap 500 metre door
se dekh rahe hai (none of them could
qualify as international by any stan-
dard — there weren’t enough seats or
bathrooms, and the view made it seem
like you were watching from 500 meters
away),” Naqvi stated.

The PCB chief also said that they are
hopeful that the Gaddafi Stadium will
be hosting marquee matches next year
during the Champions Trophy. A plan
to build a hotel nearby has also been
sanctioned in order to make the travel
easy for the teams. However, it is not
confirmed that work will be completed
on time.

“The Frontier Works Organisation
(FWO) team is working day and night.
We will make our stadiums one of the
best in the world. Providing basic facili-
ties in stadiums is our first priority,” he
added.

PCB had allocated approximately
PKR 17 billion for renovating cricket sta-
diums at their three main centers ahead
of the Champions Trophy, according to
the news agency agency.

While there have been no talks about
removing the tournament from Paki-
stan, doubts remain over whether India
will be travelling for the competition.
India and Pakistan have not played
a single bilateral series in almost a
decade but Pakistan did travel to India
for the 2023 ODI World Cup.
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ECI issues notification for 1st phase of elections Annlversary celebrated

General Elections to Legislative Assembly-2024

Last date of filing Aug 27, polling on Sept. 18

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 20:
Election Commission of
India (ECI), on Tuesday
issued election notifica-
tion for the 1st phase of
the General Elections to
the Legislative Assem-
bly of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

24 Assembly con-
stituencies (ACs) in

the districts of Anant-
nag, Pulwama, Shop-
ian, Kulgam, Doda,
Ramban and Kishtwar
shall go to polls in the
first phase while polling
for the rest shall be held
in the second and third
phases.

In Kashmir Division
16 Assembly Con-
stituencies comprising
32- Pampore; 33- Tral;

34- Pulwama; 35- Raj-
pora; 36- Zainapora; 37-
Shopian; 38- D.H. Pora;
39- Kulgam; 40- Devsar;
41- Dooru; 42- Koker-
nag (ST); 43-Anantnag
West; 44-Anantnag; 45-
Srigufwara — Bijbehara;
46- Shangus - Anantnag
East; 47- Pahalgam and
in Jammu Division 08
Assembly Constituen-
cies comprising 48-

Inderwal; 49- Kishtwar;
50- Padder — Nagseni;
51-Bhadarwah; 52-
Doda; 53-Doda West;
54- Ramban and 55-
Banihal are scheduled
to go to polls in the first
phase of the electoral
process.

As per the Notification,
the last date for filing
nominations is August
27, 2024. Scrutiny of the

nomination papers shall
take place on August 28,
2024 and last date of
withdrawal of candida-
ture is August 30, 2024.
The polling day for
these Assembly con-
stituencies is scheduled
for September 18, 2024,
and the Polling will be
conducted from 07:00
AM to 06:00 PM, the
notification reads.

NILM NGO orgamzes drug abuse awareness and prevention programme

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20:
National Incredible Lit-
eracy Mission (NILM)
J&K in collaboration with

the Dlrectorate of school
education Jammu orga-
nized drug abuse aware-
ness and prevention pro-
gramme at Government
Middle School Domana
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Jammu. Hundreds of the

students participated in
the programme.

The event aimed to
educate students about
the dangers of drug

'fa.’ﬂ'_r"
abuse, prevention strat-
egies, and appropriate
responses in case of
encountering drug-relat-
ed situations Kavita Bali
Guest Lecturer informed

the gathering about the
side effects of drugs and
she told gathering about
the circumstances how
students get involved in
the drugs . She also told
the way of avoiding these
circumstances.

She added that drugs
are the most danger-
ous things which can
destroy the whole family
of addicted person.

Rajni Bala Headmis-
tress, Govt. Middle
School Domana Jammu
along with school staff
including Pawan Kumar
,Shashi Kumar and
Shardha Manhas remain
present during the pro-
gramme . The staff mem-
bers of NILM NGO includ-
ing R S Thakur, Pooja
Sahu ,Sheetal Devi also
remain present during the
occasion.

Dr. Ritu Singh launches 'Bonds of Love' Initiative
for community empowerment on Raksha Bandhan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: As
part of her commitment
to community building,
empowerment, and skill
development, Kunwrani
Dr. Ritu Singh launched
the "Bonds of Love" ini-
tiative, designed to foster
inclusion and a spirit of
learning among future
generations on the occa-
sion of Raksha Bandhan.

This meaningful initia-
tive was inaugurated
through a heartwarming
program at both Old Age
Home, Amphalla and
Muskaan Home, Jammu
where the students and
faculty of DPS Jammu,
under their Prayas Out-
reach Program, engaged
in a series of impactful
activities.

At the Old Age Home,
the day was enriched by a
series of touching perfor-
mances. The school staff
delighted the residents
with a soulful flute recital
and melodic songs, while
the students showcased
their talents through
dance and singing per-
formances.

The elderly residents,
touched by the gesture,
joined in the celebra-
tion, singing along with
the children and faculty,
which created an atmo-
sphere of warmth and
connection. The children
further honored the elder-
ly by applying Tilak, tying
Rakhis on their wrists,
and sharing sweets,

deepening the bonds of
love and respect.

Under the visionary
guidance of Kunwrani Dr.
Ritu Singh, the celebra-
tion at Muskaan Home
took on a creative and
heartfelt dimension. A
workshop, focused on
the art of Rakhi making,
was conducted for the
special children, instilling
in them a deep sense of
inclusion, love, and com-
munity service.

With the support of the

Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders leave for Mumbai to
finalize Assmbly Electlon candldates

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: Shiv
Sena (UBT) Jammu and
Kashmir unit leaders
departed for Mumbai
today with a list of poten-
tial candidates for the
upcoming assembly elec-
tions. The list was final-
ized during a core com-
mittee meeting held at
the party's central office
under the leadership of
Manish Sahni, the state
chief of Shiv Sena (UBT).

Manish Sahni, along
with other state unit lead-
ers, is set to present the
finalized list to the party's
high command in Mumbai
for approval. Speaking to
the media, Sahni empha-
sized the party's com-
mitment to restoring the

school's art faculty, the
children eagerly crafted
their own Rakhis, show-
casing their creativity and
enthusiasm. As the cel-
ebration unfolded, these
handmade Rakhis were
tied by the students and
faculty on the children’s
wrists, accompanied by
the traditional application
of Tilak and the sharing
of sweets. The event
was further enlivened by
a poetic dance perfor-
mance by the students,
which brought smiles and
joy to everyone present.

Dr. Ritu Singh joined the
event virtually, where she
highlighted the impor-
tance of these values,
urging the younger gen-
eration to carry forward
the spirit of love, inclu-
sion, and community
service in their lives.

Her words left a lasting
impact, reinforcing the
significance of the "Bonds
of Love" initiative in nur-
turing a compassionate
and connected society.

Restored security to
political leaders in
Kishtwar Dlstrlct AJeet

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Aug 20:
Jammu and National
Conference Senior
Leader and Spokesper-
son Ajeet Bhagat has
called for the immediate
restoration of security to
political leaders in Kisht-
war District, where secu-
rity had recently been
withdrawn.

Bhagat emphasized the
sensitivity of the district,
noting that Kishtwar has
a history of attacks on
political leaders, result-
ing in numerous fatali-
ties.

He wurged security
agencies to learn from
past incidents and take
prompt action to reinstate
security for all affected
leaders.

Bhagat expressed con-
cern over the current sit-
uation in Kishtwar, where
the continuous presence
of militants has created

rights of the local people
of Jammu and Kashmir,
a directive given by party
chief Honorable Uddhav
Bala Saheb Thackeray.
The finalized list of can-
didates, once approved
by the high command,
will be announced pub-
licly. Shiv Sena (UBT)
candidates are expected
to contest the elections
with a focus on protecting

Jammu and Kashmir's
identity, preserving cul-
tural heritage, restoring
local privileges and rights
under Section 371, pro-
viding free electricity and
water, and introducing
unemployment allowanc-
es for educated youth.
Among those present at
the core committee meet-
ing were General Secre-
tary Vikas Bakshi, Vice

chaos in the market and
instilled fear among the
population and political
figures alike.

He warned that if the
security of these leaders
is not restored promptly,
he would take the matter
to the Supreme Court.

Bhagat also stressed
that security agencies
would be held directly
responsible if any untow-
ard incidents occur in the
district due to this lapse
in protection.

President Sanjeev Kohli,
Gl Singh, President of the
Kashmir Division Malik
Basit, Balwant Singh,
Rakesh Gupta, and Raj
Singh, President of the
Kamghar Wing.
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~ Maharaja Shri Ranbir Singh's Birth

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 20: San-
skrit Week is being orga-
nized at Central Sanskrit
University, Shri Ranbir
Campus, Kot Bhalwal,
Jammu. During this
week, the birth anniver-
sary of Maharaja Shri
Ranbir Singh was cel-
ebrated with great pomp
by the campus.

Former senior teachers
of the campus, Sharat
Chander Sharma and
Dr. Ramdas Sharma
were also honoured as
learned scholars in this
program.

On the occasion, the
guest of honor, Sharat
Chander Sharma said
that being the Maharaja,
Ranbir Singh took many
steps for the develop-
ment of Jammu and

Kashmir and worked
hard to provide justice
to the people. He had
established new dimen-
sions of development in
the state by eradicating
the evils prevalent in the
society. He eliminated
evils like casteism and
also banned the practice
of Sati.

Dr. Ramdas Sharma
said that the Maharaja
served the people of
the state with full devo-
tion. His contribution
can never be forgotten.
He appreciated organiz-
ing such an event by the
campus.

In his Presidential
address, Campus Direc-
tor Prof. Shreedhar
Mishra said that Maha-
raja Ranbir Singh was
a very knowledgeable
person. He was proficient

in Sanskrit, Persian and
Pashto languages. He
has made an incompa-
rable contribution for the
preservation of Sanskrit.

The program was start-
ed with Vedic invocation.
Dr. Ratan Kumar Pandey
of Astrology Department
welcomed the guests. Dr.
Anup Pandey proposed
the vote of thanks to the
guests.

On the occasion, San-
skrit Week coordina-
tor Prof. Satish Kumar
Kapoor, Dr. Rishiraj,
Dr. Gopal Verma, Dr.
Rajkumar Mishra, Dr.
Tejnath Paudel, Dr. Neetu
Sharma, Dr. Shweta
Sood, Dr. Anay Mani
Tripathi, Dr. Pawan Singh,
Dr. Ravikant Tiwari were
present. The programme
was conducted efficiently
by Dr. Sarvesh Tripathi.

GODOWN FOR RENT

Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575
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PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS  ® 247 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

Contact Us:

Three Classes @
a Week

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess Classes Today!
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Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic
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