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BRIEFLY

Blake Lively breaks silence 
after facing backlash for It 

Ends With Us publicity

Freedom is our biggest 
protective shield: Rahul 

Gandhi on Independence Day

Morne Morkel appointed India’s 
new bowling coach, to take 

charge from Bangladesh series

Army pays 
solemn 
tribute to 
Captain 
Deepak 
Singh 
who was 
martyred 
in Doda 
encounter

JAMMU, Aug 15 
(Agencies): A wreath-
laying ceremony was 
held in Jammu on 
August 15 to pay trib-
ute to Captain Deepak 
Singh of the Indian 
Army, who was killed in 
an encounter with ter-
rorists in Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednes-
day.

In a solemn wreath-
laying ceremony, Lt 
Gen Navin Sachdeva, 

Top News 
Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The 
New Rehari Resident 
Welfare Society cele-
brated the 78th Indepen-
dence Day with great 
enthusiasm on August 

15, 2024. The event was 
marked by the hoisting 
of the National Flag by 
the Chief Patron, Sh. 
Ramesh Gupta, at Rana 
Rajinder Singh Park in 
New Rehari, Jammu.

The celebration was 
attended by various

New Rehari Resident 
Welfare Society 
celebrates 78th 
Independence Day 2024

Independence Day | Will never allow neighbouring Country’s 
‘Terror Designs’ to succeed in J&K: LG Sinha

SRINAGAR, Aug 15 
(Agencies): Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
Thursday said that the 
UT administration and 
the security forces will 
never allow the neigh-
bouring country to revive 
terrorism in J&K and the 
people of Jammu must 
help forces to wipe 
out terrorism from the 
region.

Addressing the 78th 
Independence Day gath-
ering at Bakshi Stadium 
in Srinagar, the LG, said 
that efforts are being 
made by the neighbour-
ing country to revive 
terrorism in J&K. “We 
will never allow neigh-
bouring country’s terror 
designs to succeed in 
J&K. The Jammu people 
have never supported 
terrorism and I urge the 
people of Jammu to stay 
united with the security 
forces to wipe out ter-
rorism from the region,” 
the LG said, adding 

that security forces are 
committed to dismantle 
terrorism and terror net-
works from J&K soil. 
Pertinently, Jammu 
region has of late seen 
a spate of terror attacks 
inflicting heavy casual-
ties on security forces. 
On Wednesday, an army 
captain and a foreign 
terrorist was killed in 

an encounter at Assar, 
Doda, where a counter 
terror operation is still 
on.

The LG hailed J&K 
police for bagging scores 
of gallantry medals stat-
ing that police is work-
ing on multiple fronts in 
a professional manner. 
He said that the J & K 
administration left no 

stone unturned in the 
past five years to make 
UT touch new heights in 
development. “The left-
over sections who were 
deprived of their rights 
for the past 70 years 
were given due recog-
nition. Today, SC, ST, 
OBC, Valmikis, PoJK-
WPRs are living a dig-
nified life with full voting 

rights,” he said.
The LG said that post 

G-20 meeting in Sri-
nagar in May 2023, 
tourism influx showed 
a significant increase in 
the UT. “Last year, 2.11 
Crore tourists visited 
J&K. This year, till June 
30, over 1 Crore tourists 
visited J&K. I am hopeful 
by the year’s end, there 
will be record tourist 
arrivals,” he said.

The LG said that for 
the first time Amarnath 
cave shrine and Gurez 
were connected with 
the power grid. He said 
that by the year end, 
J&K Industrial policy will 
be renewed. “We have 
requested the GoI to 
make the new Industrial 
policy more Industry 
friendly and more fea-
tures will be added to 
the new policy,” he said.

The LG said that in 
2019, J&K Bank was in 
losses and with hectic 
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SRINAGAR, Aug 15 
(Agencies):  Amid heavy 
rains lashing Kashmir 
since morning, J&K 
Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha on Thurs-
day inaugurated the Bal-
idan Stambh (Sacrificial 
Pillar) at Pratap Park in 
Srinagar.

The Balidan Stambh 
has been constructed 
at a staggering Rs 4.8 

crores, news agency 
KNO reported.

LG Sinha was accom-
panied by other senior 
officials. They also paid 
tributes to martyrs in 
whose honour the Bali-
dam Stambh has been 
built.

After the inauguration, 
he left for the main Inde-
pendence Day function 
at Bakshi Stadium.

LG Sinha inaugurates Balidan Stambh 
amid heavy rains in Srinagar

BANDIPORA, Aug 
15 (Agencies): Heavy 
rains in north Kashmir’s 
Bandipora on Thursday 
triggered flash floods, 
with water inundating 
several areas, primarily 
in the upper reaches of 
the district.

Reports reaching 
Greater Kashmir sug-
gested that heavy rains 
due to cloudbursts cre-

ated a significant flow of 
water at Arin Dardpora’s 
Kundri Nallah.

 “The stream was 
dangerously overflow-
ing, however, there has 
been no loss of life or 
property as yet,” said 
Bahar Jan, a local.

Flash floods were also 
reported from Pazalpo-
ra, Sheikhpal, Barzulla, 
Panzigam, and other 

habitations.
Although no loss of 

life has been reported, 
damage to property is 
being estimated, with 
locals suggesting that 
crop loss is “going to be 
massive,” as the water 
has begun flowing into 
paddy fields.

 “The worst has hap-
pened; the water is 
overflowing the banks 
and has entered the 
villages. More villages 
downhill, like Barzulla 
and Panzigam, are in 
danger,” Yasir Rafique 
from Barzulla village 
said, as the Rish Kul 
rivulet was breached in 
the morning.

Yasir said the flash 
floods have created 
extensive damage to 
crop while also wreak-
ing havoc in the village 
as road, and water pipes 
have been washed 
away besides damag-
ing vehicles parked on 
the roadside. He said 
no team from adminis-

tration had reached to 
the village so far.

He said the adminis-
tration should deploy 
disaster management 
teams to prevent the 
situation from worsen-
ing, as the embank-
ment is on the verge of 
collapse, “endangering 
all the habitation.”

At various places, 
water was seen entering 
villages and inundating 
roads and lawns.

Meanwhile, the flash 
floods also triggered a 
landslide near Chandaji 
near Gurez-Bandipora 
road, prompting the 
administration to close 
the road as a precau-
tionary measure.

ADC Bandipora con-
firmed to Greater Kash-
mir that there was a 
“flood-like situation” in 
some areas following 
the heavy rains in the 
morning.

He said the situation 
is being monitored, and 
teams are assessing the 
damage.

Heavy rains cause flash floods in north 
Kashmir’s Bandipora; crops damaged

SRINAGAR, Aug 15 
(Agencies): Senior 
Indian Police Service 
(IPS) officer Nalin Prab-
hat will be the new Direc-
tor General of Police 
(DGP)  Jammu & Kash-
mir upon the retirement 
of incumbent DGP RR 
Swain on 30.09.2024.

“Consequent upon 
joining the AGMUT 
Cadre on inter-cadre 
deputation from Andhra 
Pradesh, Sh. Nalin 

Prabhat, IPS (AP:1992) 
is hereby posted to 
Jammu & Kashmir as 
Special Director Gen-

eral (SDG), Jammu & 
Kashmir Police with 
immediate effect and till 
30.09.2024,” an order 
issued by Ministry of 
Home Affairs stated.

“Further, upon retire-
ment of Sh. R. R. Swain, 
IPS (AGMUT:1991) on 
30.09.2024, Sh.Nalin 
Prabhat, IPS (AP:1992) 
is appointed as DGP, 
Jammu & Kashmir w.e.f. 
01.10.2024 and till fur-
ther orders,” the order 
added.

IPS Nalin Prabhat to be new J&K DGP

SRINAGAR, Aug 
15 (Agencies):  The 
50-day-long Amarnath 
Yatra 2024 is approach-
ing its conclusion as the 
sages carry the Chhari 
Mubarak to the holy 
cave.

The Chhari Mubarak, 
representing Lord Shiva, 
has begun its journey 
from Srinagar to the 
sacred Amarnath cave, 
signalling the start of the 
yatra’s final phase.

This year’s 50-day 
yatra, which began on 
June 29, has seen a 
footfall of 5.1 lakh pil-
grims so far and is set to 
conclude on August 19.

The Chhari Mubarak 
Yatra, led by Head 
Priest Deependra Giri, 
started from the Akhara 
Mandir in Lal Chowk, 
Srinagar.

Giri said, “The holy 
silver mace is set to 
follow a traditional route. 
The procession will stay 
overnight at Pahalgam, 
where a special Puja will 
be performed. Thereaf-
ter, Chhari Mubarak will 
stay for another night 
halt at Chandanwari 
on August 16, Shesh-
nag on August 17, and 
Panchtarni on August 
18.”

On August 19, on 
the occasion of Shra-
van-Punima, Chhari 
Mubarak will be taken to 
the holy shrine of Amar-
nath Ji to reach it before 
sunrise, and puja shall 
begin with the rising 
sun, he added.

The yatra, which has 
witnessed a steady 
decline in pilgrim num-
bers over the years, 

saw over 6 lakh visitors 
in 2012, compared to 3 
lakh in 2022, and 4.4 
lakh last year. Despite 
the declining numbers, 
this year’s yatra saw a 
promising turnout of 5.1 
lakh pilgrims.

The Chhari Mubarak 
procession, which plays 
a pivotal role in the 
Amarnath pilgrimage, 
includes special pujas 
at Pampore, Bijbeha-
ra, Anantnag, Mattan, 
Aishmuqam, and Pahal-
gam. The pilgrimage will 
conclude on Shravan-
Purnima, with the Chhari 
Mubarak reaching the 
holy shrine before sun-
rise on August 19.

Deependra Gi r i 
expressed gratitude 
towards the health 
department and other 
authorities for their 
efforts in enhancing 
facilities for the pilgrims 
each year.

The Head Priest said 
he would pray for peace, 
prosperity, and devel-
opment in Jammu and 
Kashmir during the cul-
mination of the yatra. 
The conclusion of the 
yatra will formally end 
the 50-day spiritual jour-
ney of the Amarnath Ji 
Yatra for this year

Amarnath Yatra enters final stage as 
Chhari Mubarak heads to holy Cave

J&K Police 
establishes 
19-counter 
terror units 
amid spate 
of terror 
attacks in 
Jammu

SRINAGAR, Aug 15 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir police has 
established 19 special-
ized counter-terror units 
across the eight districts 
of the Jammu province.

The move, as per the 
officials, comes amid 
mounting terror attacks 
being witnessed in the 
otherwise calm region of 
Jammu.

 “Each of these units will 
be headed by a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(DySP) and will be sta-
tioned permanently in the 
designated districts,” they 
said, adding that “These 
units will be responsible 
for conducting counter-
terrorism operations while 
simultaneously handling 
routine law and order 
matters,” quoting offi-
cials, news agency KDC 
reported.

The districts identified 
for these specialized units 
are Udhampur, Kathua, 
Reasi, Doda, Kishtwar, 
Ramban, Rajouri, and 
Poonch. Specific police 
stations and posts within 
these districts have been 
assigned to each unit for 
effective coverage.

The focus of these units 
will particularly be on the 
Pir Panjal region and the 
Chenab Valley. These hin-
terland regions have seen 
a rise in terror incidents in 
recent months, said the 
officials.

These units of police, 
the officials said would 
be coordinating with 
other security agencies to 
achieve the task.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Police is confident that 
these units, equipped with 
the latest resources and 
training, will significantly 
reduce the militant activi-
ties in these regions, the 
officials said.
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By: Nilesh Kunwar

	I missed being a member of 
the exclusive club that author 
Salman Rushdie popularised as 

‘Midnight Children’ in his novel 
with the same name by a decade 
but this had its own advantages. 
For example, with India having 
adopted the metric monetary 
system in 1955, one didn’t have to 
undergo the agony of memorising 
the complicated values of three 
pies making one pice, four pice 
making one Anna, and 16 Annas 
being equal to a Rupee.

While many in our age group 
fondly reminisce about what they 
jubilantly refer to as the ‘good old 
days’, I recall that life wasn’t as 
good as what some  our age make 
it out to be. Though I can’t speak 
about what adults felt those days 
but at home and even outside, one 
often heard snatches of conversa-
tion between elders that certainly 
did not give an impression that 
those days were exceptionally 
good ones. I distinctly recall the 
shortage of essential commodities 
being a common topic of discus-
sion and marveling at advertise-
ments of electronic gadgets like 
transistors  in foreign magazines 
like Life and Woman & Home- old 

copies of which sometimes came 
our way!

	In those days every household 
had what was commonly referred 
to as a ration card that allowed 
you to buy rations from govern-
ment run shops at subsidised 
rates, but since the amount of 
ration one could buy depended 
upon the number of family mem-
bers, inflating the number of chil-
dren and adding grandparents 
was commonplace. 

	Then there were permits- let-
ters issued by the local authori-
ties allowing those constructing 
houses to buy cement and other 
such commodities at what was 
referred to as government rates. 
Needless to say, getting a permit 
or padding the number of family 
members in ration cards was only 
possible through use of influ-
ence or the ubiquitous baksheesh 
[bribe]. 

	The local administration did 
release an additional quota of 
sugar during festivals and mar-
riages in the family which could 
be drawn by showing your ration 
card but the quantity [despite 
fudging the numbers of family 
members] was largely insufficient. 
However, one could buy any 
amount of sugar from the black-
market. In fact, black marketing 
was a lucrative and thriving busi-
ness where you could for a price 
pick up anything ranging from car 
tyres to cars itself! 

	In the summer months, power 
outages were frequent but didn’t 
cause us much discomfort because 
the common Indian household 
then had neither a fridge nor any 
coolers. But what upset us kids 
most was the ban on sale of milk-
sourced sweetmeats by the district 
magistrate due to acute shortage 

of milk.
	When the 1962 Sino-Indian con-

flict broke out, I was only six years 
old. Yet I vividly remember the 
frantic government appeals on 
radio and advertisements in news 
reels that preceded movie screen-
ing requesting people to donate 
gold jewellery, money and even 
woollens to help arm and clothe 
our soldiers fighting the Chinese. 
So much for the good old days!   

	Things started improving sig-
nificantly during the seventies 
and life became much easier and 
more comfortable. This inference 
is duly reflected in the World 
Bank’s data which shows India’s 
per capita income has risen from 
a modest $ 82 in 1960, jumped to a 
whopping $ 2,388 in 2022. This is 
indeed a remarkable achievement 
when viewed in isolation, but for 
accurately determining the pre-
cise degree of progress made over 
the years, a comparative analysis 
is essential.  

	As China’s per capita income in 
1960 was $ 89 as against India’s 
$82, comparison between the two 
countries is fair.  In 2022, however, 
while China’s per capita income 
swelled to $ 12, 720, India’s per 
capita income was only $2,388. So, 
while India has definitely done 
well over the years, it would not 
be inappropriate to say that we 
could have certainly done much 
better.

	Hence, the centre’s decision to 
declare ‘Vikasit Bharat’ [Devel-
oping India] as the central theme 
of India’s 78th Independence 
Day celebrations is most appro-
priate as it gives a clarion call 
for the government’s vision of 
transforming India into a devel-
oped entity by the centenary of 
Independence in 2017. Thanks to 

well conceived and dynamically 
executed infrastructural develop-
ment projects, adopting a ‘bottom-
up’ approach and public partici-
pation to improve quality of life 
of the people through imagina-
tive schemes as well as reducing 
foreign dependency by facilitat-
ing indigenisation through the 
‘Make in India’ initiative, much 
lost ground has been covered.

	Though the results achieved 
thus far are remarkable, there’s 
no room for complacency or nega-
tivity, as in this competitive world 
there’s no place for laggards. 
Simultaneously, since India’s con-
tinuing progress is bound to upset 
certain countries and entities 
whose captive market is under 
threat from India’s ‘Make in India’ 
programme, spreading negativ-
ity and creating a hostile work-
ing environment would only help 
inimical forces to exploit public 
emotions and impede progress.

	India has all it takes to become a 
world leader provided we remain 
united and play our respective 
roles as its citizens in a responsible 
manner.

 
 (Nilesh Kunwar is a 
retired Indian Army 

Officer who has served 
in Jammu & Kashmir, 
Assam, Nagaland and 
Manipur. He is a keen 
‘Kashmir-Watcher,’ 

and after retirement is 
pursuing his favourite 
hobby of writing for 
newspapers, journals 

and think tanks).

By: Dr. Anurag Pathak

India is a land of great free-
dom fighters who have con-
tributed to making India a 

free nation. The greatest role in 
the freedom of India was played 
by our great heroes majorly Bhagat 
Singh, Mahatma Gandhi, Subhash 
Chandra Bose, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Lal Bahadur Shashtri, and 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak to make this 
beautiful country a union of states. 
Besides these other Freedom Fight-
ers and thousands of Indian patriots 
were also involved in freeing India 
from British Control. Read the com-
plete article to know more about 
our Freedom Fighters of India, their 
contributions,

India got its independence on the 
15th day of August of 1947, this day 
is the result of the freedom struggle 
fought by our great heroes and the 
78th Independence Day in India 
is going to be celebrated on 15th 
August 2024 across the country.  
A series of struggles,  movements, 
battles, and uprisings took place to 
make India independent through 
the contribution of great freedom 
fighters. There is no parameter to 
identify the best Freedom Fighters 
in India because every Freedom 
Fighter in India has played a major 
role in giving freedom to the coun-
try and sacrificing their life. Here, 
we are sharing the list of freedom 
fighters of India and their massive 
contribution to the country’s strug-
gle for Independence for India after 
a lot of effort.

In today’s fast-moving world 
and tough competitive day-to-day 
life, the youth hardly find time for 
remembrance of our rich heritage 
and past. This becomes most crucial 
whilst the nation celebrates Azadi 

ka Amrit Mahotsav (commemora-
tion of 75 years of Indian Indepen-
dence). The fight against colonial 
rule in India constitutes a unique 
narrative, one which is not marred 
by violence. Rather a narrative that 
is full of variegated stories of valor, 
bravery, Satyagraha, dedication, 
and sacrifice across the length and 
breadth of the subcontinent. These 
stories compose the rich Indian cul-
tural heritage and traditions. Thus, 
the unsung heroes need not neces-
sarily define the lesser-known free-
dom fighters. They may, at times, be 
the leaders whose ideals delineate 
the Indian value system.

The Section on Unsung Heroes is 
an attempt to recall and remember 
forgotten heroes of our freedom 
struggle, many of whom might be 
renowned yet unknown to the new 
generation. The aim of recreating 
and bringing forth stories, which 
lay as faded memories of the past, 
shall serve as a medium of inspi-
ration and encouragement for the 
coming generations. India 2.0 is not 
just about fuelling the spirit of India 
in any one particular paradigm of 
growth. It encompasses all spheres 
of life, most of all by enriching our 
hearts and souls. The spirit of India 
is incomplete whilst we take our 
unsung heroes along this journey 
of growth and development. Their 
ethos and principles ought to be 
recalled and respected.

Gaining independence from 
the British wasn’t an easy feat to 
achieve for India. Many freedom 
fighters have sacrificed their lives 
and endured immense hardships 
in the struggle for independence.

Despite facing numerous challeng-
es and obstacles, India gained lib-
erty from the British Raj on August 
15, 1947, marking a significant 
milestone in its history. Although 

India saw a catastrophic partition 
that led to the creation of Pakistan, 
India still emerged as a sovereign 
nation with a rich cultural heritage 
and diverse population.

The economy of India has transi-
tioned from a mixed planned econo-
my to a mixed middleincome devel-
oping social market economy and 
has become the largest South Asian 
economy with a notable public 
sector in strategic industries. It is 
the world’s fifth-largest economy by 
nominal GDP and the third-largest 
by purchasing power parity (PPP). 
According to the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), on a per capita 
income basis, India ranked 139th by 
GDP (nominal) and 127th by GDP 
(PPP). From independence in 1947 
until 1991, successive governments 
followed the Soviet model and 
promoted protectionist economic 
policies, with extensive Sovietiza-
tion, state intervention, bureaucrat 
driven enterprises and economic 
regulation. This is characterised as 
dirigism, in the form of the Licence 
Raj. The end of the Cold War and an 
acute balance of payments crisis in 
1991 led to the adoption of a broad 
economic liberalisation in India 
and indicative planning.Since the 
start of the 21st century, annual 
average GDP growth has been 6% 
to 7%.The economy of the Indian 
subcontinent was the largest in the 
world for most of recorded history 
up until the onset of colonialism in 
early 19th century.India accounts 
for 7.2% of the global economy in 
2022 in PPP terms, and around 3.4% 
in nominal terms in 2022.

India does, however, face some 
challenges. It has significant infor-
mal domestic economies. The 
COVID-19 pandemic reversed 
both economic growth and poverty 
reduction and credit access weak-

nesses contributed to lower private 
consumption and heightened infla-
tion and affected new social and 
infrastructure equity efforts. Eco-
nomic growth slowed down in 2017 
due to the shocks of “demonetisa-
tion” in 2016 and the introduction 
of the Goods and Services Tax in 
2017. Nearly 70% of India’s GDP 
is driven by domestic consump-
tion.The country is the world’s 
sixth-largest consumer market. 
Apart from private consumption, 
India’s GDP is also fueled by gov-
ernment spending, investments, 
and exports. In 2022, India was the 
world’s 6th-largest importer and 
the 9th-largest exporter.India has 
been a member of the World Trade 
Organization since 1 January 1995.
[27] It ranks 63rd on the Ease of 
doing business index and 40th on 
the Global Competitiveness Index. 
Due to extreme rupee/dollar rate 
fluctuations India’s nominal GDP 
fluctuates significantly. With 476 
million workers, the Indian labour 
force is the world’s second-largest. 
India has one of the world’s highest 
number of billionaires and extreme 
income inequality.Despite consid-
erable efforts for widening the tax 
base, the number of taxpayers in 
the country remains low. However, 
the number of income tax returns 
filed have been increasing year on 
year reaching a record 6.77 crores of 
Income Tax Returns (ITRs) filed till 
31July 2023 which was a 16.1% Year-
on-Year increase.India is predicted 
to be the third largest economy by 
market exchange rates in 2027.

Dr. Anurag Pathak
Lucknow 

Ek Ped Shaheedon Ke Naam is a 
heartfelt initiative and concept 
that symbolizes the eternal grati-

tude and respect we owe to the brave 
soldiers who sacrificed their lives for our 
nation. This act of planting a tree serves as 
a living memorial, a poignant reminder of 
their valor, and a commitment to preserv-
ing their legacy for generations to come. 
As we explore this initiative, let us delve 
deeper into the profound significance and 
potential impact of dedicating a tree to our 
martyrs.

Trees are a powerful symbol of life, 
growth, and continuity. By dedicating a 
tree to the martyrs, we not only honor 
their sacrifice but also contribute to the 
well-being of our planet. This act of plant-
ing is more than just a gesture; it’s a pledge 
to keep their memory alive and thriving, 
just as trees continue to grow and flourish. 
Each tree stands tall, a silent yet potent 
testament to the bravery and dedication 
of those who laid down their lives for their 
country.

In a world that often moves too fast, it’s 
easy to forget the sacrifices made by those 
who fought for our freedom. The initiative 
of “Ek Ped Shaheedon Ke Naam” serves as 
a constant reminder of the debt we owe 
to our martyrs. Each tree becomes a living 
memorial, a place where families, friends, 
and fellow citizens can come to reflect 
and pay their respects. It fosters a sense 
of community and shared responsibility, 
reminding us that the freedom we enjoy 
today was hard-won and must be cher-
ished and protected.

Beyond its symbolic significance, plant-
ing trees has a tangible impact on the envi-
ronment. Trees are vital for maintaining 
ecological balance, improving air quality, 
and providing habitats for countless spe-
cies. By planting a tree for every martyr, 
we not only honor their memory but also 
contribute to the fight against climate 
change and environmental degradation. 
This initiative aligns with broader efforts 
to promote sustainability and environ-
mental stewardship, reinforcing the idea 
that we are all custodians of the Earth.

The “Ek Ped Shaheedon Ke Naam” ini-
tiative is a powerful tool for educating 
and engaging the younger generation. 
By involving schools, colleges, and youth 
organizations in tree-planting activities, 
we can instill a sense of patriotism and 
environmental responsibility in the lead-
ers of tomorrow. This hands-on experi-
ence allows young people to connect with 
history and nature in a meaningful way, 
fostering a deep appreciation for the sacri-
fices made by our martyrs and the impor-
tance of preserving our natural world.

As more and more trees are planted in 
honor of our martyrs, we create a green 
legacy that benefits both present and 
future generations. These trees not only 
beautify our landscapes but also provide 
a haven for wildlife, a source of oxygen, 
and a shield against environmental chal-
lenges. The collective impact of these 
trees can transform our cities and towns, 
making them more livable and resilient. 
This legacy of greenery stands as a testa-
ment to the enduring spirit of our martyrs 
and our commitment to building a better, 
greener world.

“Ek Ped Shaheedon Ke Naam” is more 
than just an initiative; it’s a movement that 
embodies the values of sacrifice, remem-
brance, and sustainability. By planting a 
tree for every martyr, we create a living 
monument that honors their memory and 
contributes to the health of our planet. 
This simple yet profound act serves as a 
reminder of the cost of our freedom and 
the responsibility we share in preserv-
ing it. Let us embrace this initiative with 
open hearts and hands, ensuring that the 
legacy of our martyrs lives on through the 
vibrant, growing trees that stand as sym-
bols of hope, resilience, and gratitude.

EDITORIAL

India :The journey started from 15 August 1947 to now....

REFLECTIONS OF AN AMATEUR ON INDIA @ 78

Ek Ped Shaheedon 
Ke Naam
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Shik-
sha Niketan School, 
Jeevan Nagar Jammu 
celebrated the 78th Inde-
pendence Day of India 
with great zeal and exhila-
ration.

The celebration com-
menced with the flag-
hoisting ceremony where 
the unfurling of the Nation-
al Flag was followed by 
the National Anthem and 
the release of a myriad 
of tricolour balloons into 
the sky. Students of High 
wing (Classes 8th, 9th 
and 10th) all geared up 
with patriotic fervour.

The spirit of patriotism 
as the students of Shik-
sha Niketan School rec-
reated the through  vari-
ous cultural items where 
glimpses of the glory and 
freedom struggle of India 
were presented through a 
plethora of performances 
including  patriotic dances, 
poetic recitations, Parade, 
role plays and songs. 
This rekindled the spirit 
of nationalism in every 
heart. The chief Guest 
Govardhan Singh Jamwal 
( Retired Major General), 
hoisted the national flag 
and paid homage to all 
the great leaders and 
souls who laid down their 
lives for the freedom of 
the nation.  Shiksha  Nik-
etians   seemed to be 
swayed away in the mixed 
emotions of joy, hope and 
pride. Everyone seemed 
to be swaying in the mixed 
emotions of joy, hope and 

pride.Most memorable 
moments were marked 
by golden words of advice 
and motivation by worthy 
Principal, Rameshwaer  
Mengi.   He appreciated 
the efforts of the students 
and teachers.  

Director, Pusph Vatika, 
Mr. Risheek Mengi Ji was 
also present on the occa-
sion he commended the 
combined efforts of the 
students and teachers for 

presenting the wonderful 
show and emphasized the 
need of maintaining peace 
and communal harmony 
in the nation.Director of 
RM Public school  Mr. 
Rakshan Mengi Ji  also 
addressed the gathering 
by reiterating the way our 
brave freedom fighters 
sacrificed their lives, hap-
piness and families – just 
so we could enjoy the 
taste of liberty. 

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, 
Aug 15: On the occasion 
of the 78th Independence 
Day, Dr. Rashmi Singh, 
Principal Resident Com-
missioner, New Delhi, 
hoisted the National Flag 
at Jammu and Kash-
mir House, 5-Prithvi Raj 
Road.

A contingent of J&K 
Armed Police presented 
the guard of honor, and a 
vibrant cultural program 
was showcased. The 
event reaffirmed the spirit 
of harmony, honored the 
bravery and sacrifice of 
freedom fighters, and 
commitment to fulfilling 
their vision.

The function was attend-
ed by officers and offi-
cials. Dr. Rashmi Singh 
interacted with them and 
presented special gifts 
and appreciation certifi-
cates to all participants.

Later, Dr. Rashmi Singh 
inaugurated the Ayush 
Wellness Centre at 
5-Prithvi Raj Road, New 
Delhi.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 15: 

The Directorate of Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) marked the 

78th Independence Day 
with a ceremony held at 
the Media Complex Sri-
nagar today.

The event was a poi-
gnant celebration of unity, 
diversity, and national 
pride, embodied by the 
hoisting of the National 
Flag.

Director Information, 
Jatin Kishore, led the 
ceremony by hoisting 
the National Flag, sym-
bolizing the country’s rich 
history and the enduring 
spirit of its people.

Senior officers and offi-
cials of DIPR joined the 
flag hoisting ceremony, 
reflecting a collective 
commitment to uphold-
ing the values and aspi-
rations that the National 
Flag represents.

At Media Complex 
Jammu, flag hoisting 
ceremony was led by 
Joint Director Informa-
tion Headquarters, Vivek 
Puri. Senior officers and 
other staff were also 
present during the flag 
hoisting ceremony.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 15: 
The High Court of Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh 
celebrated the 78th Inde-
pendence Day today 
here. The main function 
of the Independence 
Day was held in the High 
Court Wing, Srinagar 
wherein Justice Tashi 
Rabstan, Chief Justice 
(A) hoisted the National 
Flag and congratulated 
the participants.

The event was attended 
by Judges available in 
Srinagar wing of the High 
Court Justice Atul Sreed-
haran, Justice Sanjeev 
Kumar, Justice Vinod 
Chatterji Koul, Justice 
Puneet Gupta, Justice 
Javed Iqbal Wani, Justice 
Mohd. Akram Chowdhary 
and Justice Moksha Kha-
juria Kazmi.

Advocate General of the 
UT of Jammu & Kashmir 
as well the Senior Advo-
cates were present on 
the occasion. The Reg-
istrar General, judicial 
officers and the officials 
of the Registry of main 
wing and Srinagar wing 
also participated in the 
event.  Principal District 
and Sessions Judge, Sri-
nagar also participated in 

the event along with the 
judicial officers from his 
District.

The contingent of 
Armed Forces played 
patriotic songs/tunes 

after the unfurling of the 
National Flag. Justice 
Tashi Rabstan also dis-
tributed sweets among 
the members of the 
Armed Forces.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The 
78th Independence Day 
was celebrated with 
great joy and gaiety in 

the Jammu Wing of the 
High Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh.

The celebration com-
menced with hoisting of 
National Flag by Justice 

Sindhu Sharma followed 
by salute ceremony which 
was conducted by the con-
tingent of CRPF person-
nel. Thereafter, the Police 
band of the District Police, 
Jammu played various 
tunes of patriotic songs 
which captivated and 
enthralled the audience.

Justice Rajnesh Oswal, 
Justice Sanjay Dhar, Jus-
tice Rahul Bharti,  Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal, Jus-
tice Rajesh Sekhri and  
Justice Mohd. Yousuf 
Wani graced the occasion 
by their presence.

Sanjay Parihar Principal, 
District and Sessions Judge, 
Jammu, Bala Jyoti Special 
Judge Anti-Corruption/CBI 
Cases, Y.P.Bourney Direc-
tor, Judicial Academy, 
Sandeep Kour Registrar 
Judicial, Jammu Wing, 
Prem Sagar Secretary, 
High Court Legal Service 
Committee,  Rajni Sharma 
Joint Registrar Judicial/
Protocol, Jammu Wing,  
Vikram Sharma President, 
J&K High Court Bar Asso-
ciation, Jammu, Additional 
Advocate Generals, Senior 
Advocates, members of the 
Bar Association and other 
officers and officials of the 
registry also participated in 
the celebration.

Shiksha Niketan School celebrates 78th I-Day

Dr Rashmi hoists National Flag 
at JK House New Delhi

DIPR celebrates 78th I-Day at Media Complex 
Srinagar; Jatin Kishore hoists tricolour

Chief Justice hoists National 
Flag at High Court Srinagar

Justice Sindhu Sharma hoists 
Tricolour at Jammu wing of HC

Top News Report

RAMGARH, Aug 15:  
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Ramgarh 
celebrated 77 years of 
India’s Independence 
under the aegis of “Inde-
pendence Day Celebra-
tion and Swachhta Pak-
hwada”.

Principal of College, 
Prof. (Dr.) Geetan-
jali Andotra hoisted the 
National Flag on this fes-
tive occasion followed by 
The National Anthem.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Prof. (Dr.) Geetanjali 
Andotra paid rich tribute 

to the national heroes 
and the freedom fighters 
as well as thousands of 
people who sacrificed 
their lives to gain the inde-
pendence on this historic 
day, August 15th, 1947.  
She emphasized on the 
special significance of 
the day and the purpose 
for celebrating Indepen-
dence Day Celebration. 
She expressed her hope 
on younger generation to 
become true soldiers of 
the country by inculcating 
good qualities in them and 
by contributing diligently 
in science, technology, 
environment protection, 

art, literature, peace and 
sustainable development.

She also highlighted 
and appreciated the 
National Action Plan for 
Drug Demand Reduction 
Scheme of the Ministry 
and explained how Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
has helped in reducing 
the abuse of drugs.

The event was attended 
by faculty members includ-
ing Dr. Aditi Khajuria, Dr. 
Snobar, Prof. Sandeep 
Kumari, Ashok Kumar, 
Prof. Brahm Dutt, and Dr. 
Shivali Panjgotra, non-
teaching and locals were 
present on the occasion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: India's Independence 
Day, observed annually on August 15th, 
marks the day in 1947 when the coun-
try gained freedom from British rule. It 
is a momentous occasion that serves 
as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices 
made by countless freedom fighters for 
the country's independence.

To honour the sacrifices of those who 
fought for India's independence, this glo-
rious day has been celebrated at GDC 
Sidhra with great fervor and enthusiasm.

The programme commenced with wel-
come address by Deepak Kumar, PTI in 
which he apprised all the staff members 
and students of the college about the 
importance of our national festivals.

Principal of the College, Dr. G.S. 
Rakwal accompanied by the staff and 
NSS volunteers hoisted the National 
Flag followed by the National Anthem. 

Sequel to this e-pledge on Nasha Mukt 
Bharat was also observed by teaching 
and non-teaching staff along with stu-
dents.

Dr. G.S. Rakwal, Principal GDC Sidhra 
addressed the gathering and extended 
his warm greetings on the occasion. He 
sensitized the students about the signifi-
cance of this day and motivated them to 
work towards a brighter and more inclu-
sive future. He also encouraged them 
to become better citizens and perform 
their duties honestly in the interest of 
the nation.

The entire programme was organized 
under the able guidance of Dr. G.S. 
Rakwal, Principal of the college with the 
active support and coordination Dr. Pur-
vaiya Hans, NSS Programme Officer and 
her team, Prof. Deepa Kak, Convenor 
Anti Drugs and Rehabilitation Cell with 
her team and other staff members of the 
college.

Top News Report

UKHRAL, Aug 15: GDC 
Ukhral Celebrated India’s 
78th year of Indepen-
dence with great zeal, 
zest and fervour.

The celebration com-
menced with unfurling 
of tri-colour at 09:05AM 
by Coordinator NSS Prof 
Iftikhar Hussain Lone. It 
was accompanied by 
the singing of National 
Anthem and ‘Salami’ 
Parade.

A beautiful after-cere-
mony programme was 
enacted in the confer-
ence-room of the col-
lege in which the invited 
guests, staff, students 
and general mases par-
ticipated.

At the outset, the Prin-
cipal of the College, Prof 
Archana Kaul saluted 
the sacrifices ushered 
by thousands of people 
during the Indepen-
dence Movement. She 
called for withstand-
ing and strengthening 
of “Azadi” achieved 
after hundreds of years 
of struggle. A varied 
number of items like 
patriotic songs, speech-
es, dances and plays 
were enacted and per-
formed by the students 
of the college.

Some main teachings 
that were brought home 
were the main historic 
happenings and land-
marks of the freedom 
movement, importance 
of physical and mental 
strengths to keep our 
beloved nation prosper 
by leaps and bounds.

In the cultural part of the 
programme some Pogli 
songs, skills, folk songs, 
historical importance of 
the area were brought 
forth before the audi-
ence. A huge number of 
masses had also gath-
ered on the occasion 
to get enchanted by the 
programme.

The vote of thanks 
was presented by Prof 
Dilbag Verma in which 
he thanked the col-
lege authorities namely 
Prof Iftikhar Hussain, R 
K Thakur and Farooq 
Ahmad Katoch. He also 
expressed gratefulness 
to guests, students and 
masses for making the 
programme extremely 
successful. The students 
who participated in differ-
ent programmes organ-
ised formerly were also 
felicitated.

The proceedings were 
done by Prof Iftikhar Hus-
sain- Convener Seminar 
and Debates.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The 
Department of Botany 
and Zoology, School of 
Sciences at Cluster Uni-
versity of Jammu, cel-
ebrated Independence 
Day with great enthu-
siasm. The event was 
marked by the hoisting 
of the national flag under 
the esteemed patron-
age of Prof. Suganda 
Mahajan, Coordinator 
of the Department, and 
Prof. Menakshi from the 
Department of Zoology. 
The occasion was graced 
by the presence of distin-
guished faculty members, 
including Dr. Harpreet 
Bhatia, Dr. Isha Sharma, 
Dr. Mohd Saleem, Dr. 
Pankaj Kumar, and Dr. 
Anjali, who all actively 
participated in the cele-
bration. The flag-hoisting 
ceremony was a symbol 
of unity and pride, reflect-
ing the spirit of indepen-
dence and dedication 

within the academic com-
munity. The event not 
only honored the nation’s 
heritage but also rein-
forced the commitment of 
the Department of Botany 
and Zoology towards fos-
tering a sense of patrio-
tism and academic excel-
lence among students 
and faculty alike.

The ceremony con-
cluded with inspiring 
speeches from the faculty 
members, emphasizing 
the importance of inde-
pendence, education, 
and scientific progress 
in building a stronger 
nation. The event was a 
reminder of the collec-
tive responsibility of edu-
cators and students to 
contribute to the nation’s 
growth and prosperity. 
The celebration was a 
testament to the vibrant 
academic culture at Clus-
ter University of Jammu, 
where national pride and 
academic pursuits go 
hand in hand.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 15: 
Amid heavy downpour, 
the Secretary Legislative 
Assembly, Manoj Kumar 
Pandit, today hoisted the 
National Flag on the 78th 
Independence Day here 
in the lawns of the Assem-
bly Complex in presence 
of officers and officials of 
the Assembly.

While addressing the 
gathering, Secretary 
remarked that besides 
celebrating our Indepen-
dence it is also time to 
remember the sacrifices 
of our freedom fighters, 
who fought tirelessly for 
safeguarding our rights 
and liberties. He made 
out that it is also time to 
honour the visionaries 
who shaped the destiny of 
our nation and the unsung 
heroes who continue to 
contribute to its progress.

He reminisced that over 
the years, India has made 
tremendous strides in the 
fields of science, technol-
ogy, arts and culture and 
has been a shining exam-
ple of democracy, diver-
sity and resilience being 
the largest democratic 
country in the world. He 
however voiced that this 
journey is far from over 
as we still face challeng-
es that require collective 
efforts and determination.

Pandita in his address 
beckoned for making 
pledge to work together 
towards a brighter future, 
where every citizen has 
access to quality educa-
tion, quality health care 
and equal opportunities. 
He called for striving 
towards building a strong 
nation where every voice 
is heard, every dream is 
nurtured and every aspi-
ration is fulfilled.

GDC Ramgarh celebrates Independence Day

GDC Sidhra celebrates Independence Day 2024

GDC Ukhral celebrates 
Independence Day

Cluster University of Jammu 
celebrates Independence Day 
with enthusiasm

Secretary Legislative Assembly 
hoists Tricolour
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A big salute
Have you ever won-

dered what it would have 
been like to be present 
in the era of Indian free-
dom struggle — under-
standing the emotions, 
unity in people’s hearts, 
constant fire in the belly 
to liberate the country 
from the shackles of 
Britishers? Although we 
weren’t there back in the 
day, thanks to the world 
of cinema we can under-
stand and empathise 
with our country and 
countrymen. This Inde-
pendence Day, let’s go 
back in time and binge-
watch movies that cel-
ebrate India’s indepen-
dence.

Days of struggle
During the Indepen-

dence struggle, every 
nook and corner of the 
country echoed the 
tunes of freedom. One 
such movie that would 
give you an actual 
representation of the 
Indian revolt of 1857 is 
Mangal Pandey: The 
Rising (2005). This 
Aamir Khan-starrer is 
based on real histori-
cal events and depicts 
the grievances of Indian 
sepoys during the British 
Raj, and is available on 

YouTube. The Legend 
of Bhagat Singh (2002), 
directed by Rajkumar 
Santoshi is another 
film that gives you an 
insight into the mindset 
of young revolutionaries, 
such as Bhagat Singh, 
who didn’t hesitate for 
a moment to walk down 
the gallows at a young 
age of 23.

Notable biopics
There are many more 

whose contributions 
went unnoticed, among 
them being 22-year-
old Usha Mehta. In the 
biopic Ae Watan Mere 
Watan, actress Sara Ali 
Khan plays Usha who 
spearheaded the initia-
tive to start an under-
ground radio station. At 
that time Indians had no 

means of communica-
tion or free press. When 
any movement or mutiny 
against the British failed 
because Indians were 
working in silos, Usha’s 
indomitable spirit pow-
ered through and the 
radio station became an 
integral part of the fight 
against the British Raj.

Sardar Udham (2021), 
starring Vicky Kaushal, 
on Amazon Prime, is 
another biopic on young 
Punjabi revolutionary 
Udham Singh. 

He had planned the 
assassination of Pun-
jab’s Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Michael Francis 
O’Dwyer, who was 
responsible for the Jal-
lianwala Bagh massa-
cre. The movie takes 

you through the journey 
of Udham Singh who 
survived the massacre 
and escaped to London. 
A National award-win-
ning film, the film was 
directed by Shoojit 
Sircar.

Another film based 
on the life of Param Vir 
Chakra awardee Cap-
tain Vikram Batra, Sher-
shaah (2021), available 
on Amazon Prime, fea-
tures Sidharth Malhotra 
in the titular role. Sher-
shaah was Batra’s code-
name during 1999 Kargil 
War.

The film Major (2022), 
on Netflix, is also an 
inspiring biopic based 
on the life of Major 
Sandeep Unnikrish-
nan, who was martyred 

during the November 
2008 Mumbai terrorist 
attacks.

Changing India
Rang De Basanti, 

although released in 
2006, depicts the mod-
ern-day dynamics in 
the country. It’s a story 
of six young students 
who are preparing to 
act in a friend’s docu-
mentary (which is about 
Indian freedom fighters) 
and how it creates cir-
cumstances that result 
in their revisiting the 
long-forgotten story of 
freedom. It juxtapoxes 
freedom fighters from 
the colonial rule with 
young revolutionaries of 
the day.

Another take on 
modern India, Swades 
(2004), starring Shah 
Rukh Khan, explores 
the story of an NRI 
who works in NASA 
and visits India to meet 
his amma. During his 
stay, he realises how 
his country’s develop-
ment required his pres-
ence, as opposed to his 
employment in a foreign 
country. This subject is 
still as relevant as it was 
in 2004, considering the 
increasing brain drain.

After capturing the hearts 
of audiences with Stree 
back in 2018, the beloved 
cast and crew are back with 
a highly anticipated sequel. 

On the eve of the film’s 
release, Shraddha Kapoor, 
Rajkummar Rao, Abhishek 
Banerjee and Aparshakti 
Khurana, along with director 
Amar Kaushik and producer 
Dinesh Vijan, gathered in 
Delhi for a press conference 
that was nothing short of a 
laugh riot.

Hosted at the Impe-
rial Hotel, the event quickly 
transformed from a formal 
press briefing to a lively 
reunion, as the stars pulled 
each other’s leg, shared 
jokes and reflected upon 
their journey. The chemistry 
between the cast was evi-
dent as they bantered back 
and forth, with Rajkummar 
Rao kicking off the fun by 
saying, “Stree ne hamesha 

hume sirf diya hai. Stree 
was one huge jump in the 
careers of all of us, and I 
think Stree 2 will again give 
it a big boost.” His words 
set the tone for the rest of 
the event, which was a mix 
of heartfelt reflections and 
playful jabs.

Aparshakti, never one to 
miss an opportunity for a 
good quip, chimed in about 
the sequel, saying, “Stree 
1 made a paradigm shift in 
the way we make films in our 
country. 

And now, we’re coming up 
with its second part — it’s 
bigger, it’s better, funnier 
and scarier, all together.” 
The excitement was palpable 
as he spoke, hinting at the 
high stakes and even higher 
expectations surrounding the 
sequel.

But it wasn’t all just about 
the movie; it was also about 
the bond that has formed 

between the cast over the 
years. Shraddha shared 
how returning to the sets felt 

like slipping into a familiar 
old routine. “The world is the 
same. Before going to the 

sets, I felt like arre paanch 
saal guzar gaye, but the 
moment I got into the zone 

it felt that it hadn’t been too 
long and the movie just felt 
like a continuation of the first 
part,” she said. 

Her genuine excitement to 
be back with the crew was 
clear, as she gushed, “I feel 
so excited to be part of such 
an incredible cast. It’s been 
one of the best movies, 
groups, and the best gang 
that I could ever be a part of.”

And, of course, what’s a 
Stree event without a bit 
of bromance? Rajkummar, 
Abhishek, and Aparshakti 
took centerstage, with Raj-
kummar emphasising that 
the friendship between their 
characters is the backbone 
of the film. “Stree ki back-
bone uski friendship hai. 
Bittu, Jaana and Vicky’s 
friendship is a very important 
part of this film. What’s more 
incredible about the bunch 
is that we are not insecure, 
jealous, and there is noth-

ing negative in the love that 
we share for each other. We 
genuinely love each other in 
life,” he said.

The trio’s camaraderie 
extended off-screen as well, 
with Aparshakti adding, 
“There’s no competitiveness 
in us.” 

The director, Amar, couldn’t 
resist jumping in, sharing that 
the actors often volunteered 
to give each other the best 
lines, showcasing their genu-
ine affection and respect for 
one another.

The conference wrapped 
up on a high note, with the 
cast and crew teasing the 
audience just enough to 
leave them on the edge of 
their seats. As the event 
wore on, it became clear that 
Stree 2 isn’t just a sequel; it’s 
a celebration of everything 
that made the original a hit — 
humour, horror and a whole 
lot of heart!

Triptii Dimri’s excitement for 
Independence Day, stems not 
just from the nostalgia it evokes, 
but also from the promise of a 
better tomorrow. In an exclusive 
shoot with HT City, the actor 
shares that the day is “attached 
to the feeling of fulfilment”.

As India celebrates its 78th 
Independence Day today, Trip-
tii says independence is “to live 
your life the way you want”. “I 
am glad people can express 
themselves through social 
media and other mediums, that 
they are voicing their opinions; 
that’s where independence lies 
for me. You can say what you 
want and live the life you want 
without thinking about what 
others would say about your 
decisions,” explains the actor 
who was recently seen in Bad 
Newz.

Triptii, who has been labelled 
India’s ‘national crush’, notes 
that India’s young guns are “so 
well-informed and educated”. 
“Young people today are very 
opinionated and have some-
thing to say about everything. 
This is important, as the young-

sters of today are the leaders 
of tomorrow. I am glad they are 
taking their voice seriously and 
don’t shy away from speaking up 
when needed. They believe that 
what they say holds meaning, is 
important and brings change — 
and it does,” she adds.

What’s the one thing she hopes 
people can find freedom from? 
“Fear of judgement,” replies the 
30-year-old. “It is also very per-
sonal to me, as I am fearful of 
people judging me. It holds true 
for a lot of people, yet having 

said that, I want to add, if you 
follow your heart and do things 
the way you want to, then you 
don’t have to be scared of any-
thing,” she elaborates, adding, 
“I have to think twice before I 
post anything on social media, 
as I don’t know how people will 
perceive it. That’s why I want 
freedom from judgement. Every-
one has the right to present 
their opinions, but sometimes 
when you post something and 
it is taken in the wrong way, it 
breaks your heart. You can’t 

explain everything to everyone.”
The Laila Majnu (2018) and 

Animal (2023) actor talks about 
how she celebrates Indepen-
dence Day, Triptii says, “When 
at home, I watch the festivities, 
flag hoisting and patriotic perfor-
mances on TV. We also wait for 
the Prime Minister’s speech at 
Red Fort,” she tells us, adding 
that she has “wonderful memo-
ries” of celebrating I-Day while 
growing up. “I still feel the same 
excitement [about I-Day] I had 
as a kid. Every year, our school 
would have many cultural events 
where everyone participated, 
won prizes and went home with 
goodies. Back home, my dad 
was the head of our [residential] 
society in the Air India colony, 
Vasant Vihar, Delhi. He used to 
organise functions with themes 
and games for every age group. 
Now that we have moved out, 
we [fondly] remember those cel-
ebrations that made us feel like 
a part of the community; they 
bring a smile to my face. That is 
something I miss even today,” 
Triptii concludes.

Stree is back

Independence Day 2024: Triptii Dimri wants 
“freedom from judgement” this I-Day

Sumeet Raghavan, 
who brings the cher-
ished character of 
Rajesh Wagle to life in 
Sony SAB’s Wagle Ki 
Duniya — Nayi Peedhi 
Naye Kissey, has been 
a favourite both with his 
fans as well as fellow 
actors and crew on the 
sets. 

Recently, it was 
revealed that Sumeet 
not only shines in his 
role but also delights 
his co-stars and crew 
members with his culi-
nary skills.

Sumeet shared, “You 
can always find a kitch-
en set up on my make-
up table. I genuinely 
enjoy cooking for my 
friends and colleagues; 
it’s a way to share some 
warmth and fun. Most of 
the time, my cooking is 
a hit, though I’ll admit 
there have been a few 
rare misses! Pariva, 
Chinmayee, Bharati 
Maushi, Harshad and 
others often put in their 

requests. From French 
toast and omelettes to 

burgers, I whip up what-
ever the mood calls for.”

Blake Lively has 
responded to backlash 
amid the press tour for 
her new film, It Ends 
With Us. The 36-year-
old recently came 
under fire for not focus-
ing on the domestic 
violence theme of the 
film, which is based on 
Collen Hoover’s name-
sake novel. The Age 
of Adaline star took to 
her Instagram story to 
share a clip of her inter-
view with BBC News, in 
which she discusses the 
nature of the character 
she portrays in the film.

The Gossip Girl star 
has been in the spotlight 
lately for her striking 
appearances at press 

events. Lively, who is 
known for her humour-
ous approach, came 
under fire after com-
pilations of her recent 
interviews went viral on 
social media. She has 
largely been accused of 
avoiding speaking about 
more sensitive aspects 
of the film by adopting a 
light-hearted tone.

In the wake of the 
recent backlash, Lively 
shared the BBC clip, 
where she talks about 
her role as Lily Bloom. 
“She is not just a survi-
vor, and she’s not just a 
victim, and while those 
are huge things to be, 
they are not her iden-
tity,” the Green Lantern 

actress said during the 
interview.

Lively went on to add 
that Lily “is not defined 
by something someone 
else did to her or an 
event that happened to 
her, even if it’s multiple 
events.” “She defines 
herself, and I think that’s 
deeply empowering. … 
No one else can define 
you. No experience can 
define you. You define 
you,” she continued.

Lively’s elegant floral-
themed dresses have 
also been a subject of 
controversy, with neti-
zens claiming the glam-
ourous ensembles fall 
into the Barbie trend 
that took social media 
by storm last year. In 
addition to the video 
clip, Lively also wrote 
a lengthy statement 
expressing gratitude to 
those who came out in 
support of the film.

“We have been in cel-
ebration of this film and 
of getting a message 
so important out there 
to the masses,” Lively 
wrote, adding, “Thank 
you all for embracing @
itendswithusmovie with 
the same pain, love and 
joy we had sharing it 
with you all.”

Meet Sumeet Raghavan, 
the chef

Blake Lively breaks silence 
after facing backlash for It Ends 
With Us publicityThe world of cinema has captured the sacrifices of freedom fighters through the years. 

Here’s a look at some films that inspire to binge-watch this Independence Day

Laughs, bromance and excitement marked the interaction with the cast of Stree 2 in the national capital



7Top News of J&K
Jammu, Thursday, August 15, 2024 NATIONAL

IMPHAL, Aug 15 
(Agencies): The tall-
est flag in Northeast 
India was hoisted at 
the INA headquarters 
complex at Moirang in 
Manipur’s Bishnupur 
district on the occasion 
of the country’s 78th 
Independence Day on 
Thursday.

Indian National Army 
(INA) soldiers in 1944 
had hoisted its flag for 
the first time in Moirang 
on Indian soil.

“Today, we proudly 
witness the unfurl-
ing of the tricolour at 
the historic INA head-
quarters in Moirang, 
Bishnupur district. The 
flag flies high atop the 
165 ft tall flagpole, the 
tallest in North-East 
India, symbolising our 
nation’s pride and glory. 
The INA headquar-
ters, established by 
Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose, holds great 
historical importance. 
On April 14, 1944, the 
Indian National Army 
(INA) first hoisted the 
tricolour here, marking 
a pivotal moment in our 
struggle for indepen-
dence,” Manipur Chief 
Minister N Biren Singh 
said on X.

“As we celebrate Har 
Ghar Tiranga, let us 

remember and honour 
the sacrifices made by 
our freedom fighters and 
the enduring legacy of 
India’s Freedom Strug-
gle,” Singh said.

Earlier, Singh said 
“I thought of unfurling 
the tallest flag in East-
ern India and engaged 
a few persons to do 
it. A new architectural 
design which covers 
the old building of the 
INA headquarters was 
built. I wanted to sur-
prise Prime Minister 
and Union Home Min-
ister. We heard that the 
old Azad Hind Forces 
headquarters still had 
bullet holes and a place 
of hiding. We reached 
out to the owner of the 
house and told him that 
the government will 
properly compensate 
the owners by giving 
them land.”

Convenor of INA 
Memorial Y Modhu 
Singh applauded the 
initiative taken by the 
Biren Singh government 
to restore the INA’s old 
headquarters.

“We want to convey 
our congratulations and 
appreciation to CM Biren 
Singh for showing keen 
interest and building a 
new structure above 
the old headquarters of 

INA without altering the 
old buildings. This will 
attract pilgrims from all 
across the country.”

The house previously 
belonged to social activ-
ist Hemam Nilamani 
Singh and witnessed 
iconic moments in 
India’s freedom struggle 
with Azad Hind Forces 
launching an all-out 
attack on British forces 
and declaring indepen-
dence long before the 
country achieved its 
independence in 1947.

Grandson of Nila-
mani Singh, Hemam 
Nandkumar Singh 
said “My grandfather 
joined the INA move-
ment in 1944 and his 
residence became the 
INA headquarters after 
Moirang was liberated 
on 14th April 1944. The 
residence was handed 
to Colonel Shaukhat 
Malik. After the retreat 
of INA, he went to Ran-
goon (in Myanmar) and 
dedicated to the cause 
of India’s freedom strug-
gle for a year under the 
leadership of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
in Rangoon.”

A few metres from the 
INA headquarters is 
the INA museum which 
houses letters, weapons 
and other war memo-
rabilias. The complex 
has a life-sized bronze 
statue of Bose which 
was a gift from West 
Bengal.

Speaking on the most 
valuable items in the 
museum, Curator L 
Sadhna Devi said “We 
have handwritten letters 
of Netaji and the origi-
nal ones are displayed 
here... “.

Tallest Tricolour in northeast 
hoisted at army headquarters 
in Manipur

NEW DELHI, Aug 15 
(Agencies): Directorate 
of Enforcement (ED) has 
provisionally attached 
immovable properties 
of Gautam Thapar’s 
Avantha Group. Valued 
at 678.48 crore, the 
properties are in the 
form of land located in 
Haryana, Maharashtra 
and Uttarakhand.

On August 19, 2019, 
CG Power and Indus-
trial Solutions Ltd had 
disclosed under Regu-
lation 30 of the SEBI 
(Listing Obligations and 
Disclosure Require-
ments) Regulations, 
2015 to Bombay Stock 
Exchange and National 
Stock Exchange regard-

ing findings which had 
potential implications on 
the financial position of 
the company.

The disclosure made 
by CG Power and 
Industrial Solutions Ltd 
revealed that assets 
and liabilities of the 
company have been 
understated consider-
ably; that advances 
to related parties and 
unrelated parties have 
also been understated; 
additionally, certain 
assets’ company have 
been provided as collat-
eral, the company was 
made a co-borrower 
and/or guarantor for 
enabling financing of 
loans which were imme-

diately routed out of the 
company without due 
authorisation.

The notice of the dis-
closure was taken by the 
lender banks of the com-
pany and on the basis 
of a complaint made by 
State Bank of India, CBI, 
New Delhi registered an 
FIR dated 22.06.2021 
under the various sec-
tions of IPC and Preven-
tion of Corruption Act 
against CG Power and 
Industrial Solution Ltd: 
Gautam Thapar, along 
with K. N. Neelkanth, 
Madhav Acharya, B. 
Hariharan, Omakar 
Goswami and unknown 
public servant(s) and 
private person(s) in per-

petuating a bank fraud 
on consortium of banks 
to the tune of 2,435 
crore. On the basis 
of the above FIR, ED 
initiated the investiga-
tion under PMLA, and 
during the course of the 
investigation, earlier two 
Provisional Attachment 
Orders were issued 
wherein the properties 
of 14.43 crore were 
attached.

One Key Managerial 
Personnel of the com-
pany, namely Madhav 
Acharya, was also 
arrested in January 
2024, and a prosecu-
tion complaint has been 
filed against him and 
other persons found to 

have been involved in 
the offence of money 
laundering.

Further investiga-
tion conducted by ED 
revealed that 1307.06 
crore have been divert-
ed to Avantha Group 
companies by avail-
ing loans and out of its 
funds. Most of the funds 
have been paid without 
the due authorisation of 
the board and the funds 
ultimately paid to Avan-
tha Group companies 
remained still outstand-
ing on Avantha Group. 
Therefore, the proper-
ties of companies of 
Avantha Group worth 
678.48 Crore have been 
attached.

GUWAHATI, Aug 15 
(Agencies): Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma expressed 
concerns on Thursday 
about the state’s future, 
stating that the declin-
ing population balance 
between Hindus and 
Muslims poses a signifi-
cant challenge. During 
his Independence Day 
speech, Sarma high-
lighted that the indig-
enous people of Assam 
are increasingly becom-
ing a minority in 12-13 
districts due to demo-
graphic changes.

Sarma pointed out 
that the Hindu popula-
tion, which once con-
stituted 60-65% of the 
state, has now dropped 
to around 57%, while 
the Muslim population 
has risen to 41% as of 
2021. He urged all com-

munities to adhere to 
family planning norms 
and cautioned against 
polygamy, emphasising 
the need to restore the 
population balance.

The Chief Minister also 
discussed the govern-
ment’s efforts to protect 
indigenous land and 
interests. He announced 
that the government has 
reclaimed 167 square 

kilometers of forest land 
from encroachers, attrib-
uting the encroachment 
primarily to one com-
munity.

He further stated that 
a strong law would be 
introduced to prevent 
the sale of land by 
indigenous communi-
ties, such as tribals and 
Adivasis, to others in 
the undivided Goalpara 

district.
To safeguard the land 

rights of communities 
like Koch-Rajbongshi, 
Bodo, and Rabha, the 
Revenue Department 
plans to introduce new 
legislation in the upcom-
ing Assembly session. 
Sarma also mentioned 
the creation of micro 
tribal belts outside exist-
ing tribal areas to ensure 
land protection.

Starting October 2, the 
Assam government will 
launch the third edition 
of Mission Basundhara, 
aimed at granting land 
rights to indigenous 
people in the hills of 
Guwahati. Sarma also 
announced plans to 
return tea garden land 
to workers, with a policy 
to be unveiled soon.

In addition to land 

reforms, the Chief Min-
ister revealed plans to 
introduce a state domi-
cile policy to ensure that 
only locals can secure 
government jobs. He 
also expressed his com-
mitment to resuming the 
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) update pro-
cess, which was halted 
due to the suspension 
of 9.22 crore biometric 
records.

Sarma emphasised the 
government’s progress 
in reducing child mar-
riage, noting that 5,413 
cases had been filed 
by May 31 this year, 
with many resulting in 
convictions. He vowed 
to eradicate child mar-
riage in Assam by 2026, 
emphasising education 
as a critical tool in this 
fight.

BANDA, Aug 15 
(Agencies): A 16-year-
old student in Uttar 
Pradesh died by suicide 
after allegedly being 
scolded by his parents 
for playing video games 
for too long, police 
said. Anand Kishore, a 
class 10 student, spent 
excessive time playing 
the Free Fire game, 
neglecting his studies. 
Angered by this, his 
mother allegedly scold-
ed him and asked him 
to stop playing video 

games.
In a fit of rage, Anand, 

who was the only son, 
hanged himself at his 
home. His body was 
found hanging when his 
mother went to check on 
him after a while.

However, a family 
member claimed that 
Anand was trying to 
scare his mother by 
putting a noose around 
his neck, but it acciden-
tally tightened. Accord-
ing to Lalit, construction 
work was ongoing in the 

house, and the boy had 
not attended classes for 
several days.

“He used to play Free 
Fire. His mother often 
asked him to study, 
which led him to try 
scaring her by putting a 
noose around his neck. 
But the noose tightened, 
and he died,” Lalit said.

The deceased boy’s 
father works a private 
job in Gujarat. 

The family member 
also alleged that Anand 
has a sister but, being 

the only son, he was 
spoiled. Lalit further 
claimed that the boy 
was used to getting his 
way with tantrums and 
threats.

A police officer also 
stated that Kishore 
died by suicide after his 
mother asked him to go 
to school. Further inves-
tigation is underway.

Probe Agency Attaches Avantha Group’s Properties 
Worth 678 Crore

Assam’s future at risk as Hindu-Muslim population 
balance shifts: Himanta Sarma

UP woman scolds son, 16, over video game addiction, he 
dies by suicide

NEW DELHI, Aug 
15 (Agencies): Leader 

of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi 

on Thursday greeted 
people on 78th Inde-
pendence Day and said 
“freedom is our biggest 
protective shield”.

Wishing people on 
Independence Day, 
Gandhi said, “For us, 
freedom is not just a 
word “it is our biggest 
protective shield, rooted 
in constitutional and 
democratic values.”

It is the power of 
expression, the ability to 
speak the truth and the 
hope to fulfil dreams, the 
former Congress chief 
said in a post on X

VADODARA, Aug 15 
(Agencies): Two coach-
es of Ahmedabad-
Mumbai Double Decker 
Express detached from 
the moving train on 
Thursday morning near 
Gothangam Yard of 
Gujarat’s Vadodara.

The incident happened 
when the train’s coupler 
began to malfunction, 
causing coaches 07 
and 08 to detach from 
the moving train. Due to 
the train’s slow speed at 
the time, no passengers 
were injured.

The sudden halt of the 
train caused fear and 
concern among the pas-
sengers. 

However, the train 
crew and railway staff 

responded promptly and 
managed to bring the 
situation under control.

Railway officials are 
at the scene and have 
initiated the necessary 
investigation. 

Preliminary reports 
suggest that the incident 

was caused by a tech-
nical fault in the train’s 
coupler.

Following the incident, 
the railway staff is work-
ing to attach an alterna-
tive coupler to ensure 
the train can continue 
its journey.

NEW DELHI, Aug 15 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi Thursday underscored 
the need to widely publicise 
punishments given for atroci-
ties against women so that 
there is a fear of consequence, 
his comments coming in the 
backdrop of the horrific rape 
and murder of a trainee doctor 
in Kolkata.

Addressing the nation from 
the ramparts of the Red Fort 
on the 78th Independence Day, 
Modi expressed profound con-
cern over incidents of rape and 
violence against women.

“Crimes against women should 
be probed swiftly, and stringent 
punishment given to those who 
commit such demonic acts,” 
Modi said, stressing the need 
for societal introspection and 
creating fear of consequences 
among perpetrators.

“Today, from the Red Fort, 
I want to express my pain. As 
a society, we will have to think 
seriously about the atroci-
ties against our mothers, sis-

ters, and daughters. There is 
anger among common people 
because of this. I can feel that 
rage,” he said.

He also said such disturbing 
incidents continue to occur.

The fear of punishment must 
be struck among the perpe-
trators, he said. “Those who 
commit such sins should know 
that they will be hanged.”

Addressing the issue of 
advancements in women’s 
rights, Modi discussed the 
extension of paid maternity 
leave from 12 weeks to 26 

weeks.
“The extension of paid mater-

nity leave is not just about 
respect for women but also 
about making thoughtful deci-
sions to ensure that the child 
in a mother’s care becomes an 
exemplary citizen,” he said.

He underscored that this 
change reflects a compassion-
ate and constitutional approach 
to supporting working mothers 
and their children.

He celebrated the inclusion 
of approximately 10 crore new 
women in self-help groups, 

highlighting their growing role 
in family decision-making and 
broader social change.

“We are proud to see that 
women are becoming economi-
cally self-reliant. When women 
become self-reliant, they partici-
pate in family decision-making 
processes, which will ensure 
significant social transforma-
tion,” he said.

Modi drew a parallel between 
the global success of Indian 
CEOs and the achievements 
of these women. “While our 
CEOs gain global recognition, 
one crore women are becoming 
Lakhpati Didis”.

Modi said the government has 
allocated between Rs 10 and 20 
lakh to these groups with a total 
of Rs 9 lakh crore provided in 
support so far.

The Prime Minister highlight-
ed the government’s efforts in 
promoting a “women-led devel-
opment model” across various 
sectors, including innovation, 
employment, and entrepreneur-
ship.

Freedom is our biggest 
protective shield: Rahul 
Gandhi on Independence Day

Coaches detach from 
moving train near Gujarat’s 
Vadodara, no casualties

I-Day: Punishment given for crimes against women 
should be publicised, says PM Modi         

Expresses concern over incidents of rape and violence against women
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National Flag hoisting by LG’s Advisor, R R Bhatnagar, impressive march past by security forces and J&K Police and cultural activities by students mark the cel-
ebration of 78th Independence Day celebration at M A Stadium in Jammu.											              Pic by AMAN SHARMA



9Top News of J&K
Jammu, Thursday, August 15, 2024 LOCAL / CONTD....

Independence Day | 
Will never allow 

neighbouring Country’s 
‘Terror Designs’ to 
succeed in J&K: LG 

Sinha
efforts, today, the institution is a profit 

earning institution of the UT. “This institu-
tion is no more confined to few people but 
it’s a peoples’ bank now,” he said.

New Rehari Resident 
Welfare Society 
celebrates 78th 

Independence Day 
2024

distinguished members of the society, 
including Sdr. Surinder Singh (President), 
Mr. Anil Malhotra (Sr. Vice President), Mr. 
Rajiv Mahajan (General Secretary), Mr. 
Vikram Samyal (Vice President), Mr. Lalit 
Dogra (Vice President), Sh. S.K. Gupta 
(Vice President), and members Rishi and 
Rajesh Gupta, among others. The event 
was a tribute to the nation’s spirit and was 
conducted with patriotism and pride.

Army pays solemn 

tribute to Captain 
Deepak Singh who 

was martyred in Doda 
encounter

GOC White Knight Corps laid a wreath 
to pay homage to Capt Deepak Singh who 
made the supreme sacrifice in the highest 
traditions of the Indian Army.

Divisional Commissioner Jammu Ramesh 

Kumar and Additional Director General of 
Police (ADGP) Anand Jain, present on the 
occasion, also paid their respects and trib-
ute to the killed soldier.

Capt Deepak Singh was killed in action 
during an encounter with terrorists in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda district on 
Wednesday. On Thursday, General Upen-
dra Dwivedi, Chief of Army Staff and 
all ranks of the Indian Army saluted the 
supreme sacrifice of Capt Deepak Singh, 
who laid down his life in the line of duty in 
J&K and expressed deepest condolences 
to the bereaved family.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Gov-
ernment Degree Col-
lege R. S. Pura today 
celebrated the 78th 
Independence Day with 
great patriotic fervour, 
zeal and enthusiasm. 
The program was start-
ed with hoisting of the 
National Flag by Prin-
cipal GDC R. S. Pura, 
Prof. (Dr.) Preetpal Kour, 
in presence of faculty 
members and students 
followed by National 
Anthem and Drill per-
formed by NCC cadets 
of the college under the 
supervision and guid-
ance of Dr. Rakesh 
Choudhary, ANO Boys 
and Dr. Roopali Sal-
athia, ANO Girls. In the 
second half cultural pro-
gram was performed by 

NSS volunteers under 
the guidance of NSS 
coordinator and cultural 
committee. The cultural 
program included patri-
otic songs, dances and 
speeches which were 
anchored by Gusimar 
Kour, student of Semes-
ter Vth. The program 
concluded with National 

Anthem.
While speaking on the 

occasion, Principal of 
the college congratu-
lated the staff members 
and students to mark 
the 78th year of Inde-
pendence.

She said that the 
sacrifices of the free-
dom f ighters should 

be remembered by all 
and we all should work 
towards progress and 
development of this 
country.

She urged students 
to realize, understand 
and cherish this free-
dom and work towards 
a progressive nation. Dr. 
Chanchal Angral, NSS 

PO explained the ethos 
and themes of the Inde-
pendence Day.

The formal vote of 
thanks was extended 
by Dr. Chanchal Angral, 
Coordinator NSS, where 
she also highlighted 
the series of programs 
conducted by the col-
lege under Celebra-
tion of Independence 
Day' 2024 such as, 
Poster making, Planta-
tion Drives, Cleanliness 
Drives, Rallies, quiz and 
rangoli making competi-
tions etc.

The program was 
attended by all teach-
ing and non-teaching 
staff of the college was 
concluded with National 
Anthem. Refreshment 
was served to students, 
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff.

GDC R S Pura celebrates 78th Independence 
Day with patriotic fervor

Top News Report

JAMMU Aug 15: GGM 
Science College cel-
ebrated the 78th Inde-
pendence Day under 
the guidance of Principal 
Prof. (Dr.) Romesh Kumar 
Gupta.

The ce lebrat ions 
reflected the college's 
deep respect for the 
nation's freedom fighters 
and commitment to the 
ideals of freedom and 
unity.

The event commenced 
with the hoisting of the 
National Flag by Princi-
pal Prof. (Dr.) Romesh 
Kumar Gupta, followed 

by a stirring rendition of 
the national anthem by 
students, filling the air 
with a sense of pride and 
unity.

In his address, he 
emphasized the signifi-
cance of independence 
and the role of students in 
shaping the future of the 
nation. He also acknowl-
edged the ongoing con-
tributions of the faculty, 
particularly the National 
Service Scheme (NSS) 
and National Cadet 
Corps (NCC) units, in 
instilling values of patrio-
tism and service among 
the students.

He further recognized 

the fourth anniversa-
ry of the Nasha Mukt 
Abhiyaan, urging col-
lective efforts to create 
a drug-free India and 
empower youth to lead 
healthier, more produc-
tive lives. He also called 
upon the staff, students, 
and everyone present 
to actively engage at 
the grassroots level and 
contribute toward realis-
ing the vision of “Viksit 
Bharat @2047.”

The NCC and NSS units 
of the college were  led 
by NCC Officers (ANOs) 
Lt. Dr. Devinder Kumar 
Sharma and Dr. Shafia 
Saleem and NSS Pro-

gramme Officers (POs) 
Dr. Rahul Kait and Dr. 
Neha Sharma under the 
theme of ‘Swachhata 
Pakhwada’ and Indepen-
dence Day celebrations.

In addition to the NSS 
and NCC teams, other 
faculty members, non-
teaching staff, and stu-
dents participated in the 
celebrations, highlighting 
the collective spirit of the 
college community.

Their presence under-
scored the importance of 
unity and collaboration 
in celebrating national 
events and promoting 
the values that Indepen-
dence Day represents.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Aug 15:  
Dulhasti Power Station 
celebrated India’s 78th 
Independence Day with 
great patriotic fervor 
and enthusiasm on 15th 
August 2024.

The celebration began 
with the unfurling of 
National Flag by Suresh 
Kumar, Group General 
Manager (Incharge) 
and singing of National 
Anthem at Administrative 
building of Dulhasti Power 
Station, Kishtwar.

He then inspected the 
Guard of Honour pre-
sented by Central Indus-
trial Security Force.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Suresh Kumar, 
Group General Manager 
(In-Charge), Dulhasti 
Power Station extended 
his best wishes to all.

In his address, he paid 
tribute to the freedom 

fighters and the brave 
martyred soldiers and 
also expressed his grati-
tude.

He informed everyone 
about the excellent work 
done by Dulhasti Power 
Station and NHPC in 
the field of generation of 
power.

He also informed the 
gathering about the 

development works being 
done by Dulhasti Power 
Station in the local areas 
under CSR-SD scheme.

Suresh Kumar appealed 
to everyone to contribute 
with utmost sincerity and 
hard work in the progress 
of the country.

Melodious patriotic pro-
grams were presented by 
the employees of Dulhasti 

Power Station, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Kishtwar stu-
dents in the function. 
Apart from this, prizes 
were also distributed to 
all the participants for 
presenting the cultural 
programs.

On this occasion, K 
V Siva Kumar, General 
Manager (Electrical), 
Mukesh Kumar, Gen-
eral Manager (Mech.), 
Praveen Kumar Jain, 
General Manager (Civil), 
Shivanshu Rastogi, 
Deputy General Manager 
(Finance), Pankaj Kumar 
Gupta, Deputy General 
Manager (Civil), Sanjay 
Kumar Gupta, Group 
Senior Manager (Elect.), 
Ajay Kumar Singh, Man-
ager (HR),Commandant, 
Officers and Jawans of 
CISF, Principal, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya and Senior 
Officers and employees 
of Dulhasti Power Station 
were present.

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Aug 
15: GDC Neeli Nallah 
Udhampur organized 
78th National Indepen-
dence Day with great 
zeal and enthusiasm.

The event started with 
hoisting of National Flag 
by the Principal of the col-
lege, Prof. (Dr.) Seema 
Arora followed by singing 
of the National Anthem 
by the staff as well as the 
students of the college.

The event was joined 
by audience from local 
community also. Cultur-
al Activities were also a 
part of the event in which 
the students showcased 
their talents through 
dance, music and drama 
performances that high-
lighted the rich cultural 
heritage of the nation.

The event also included 
singing of patriotic song 
by the students, leaving a 
sense of unity and pride 
in the hearts of all the 
participants.

On the occasion, the 
Principal of the college 
expressed her pride in 
college’s vibrant and 
united efforts. She said 
that “this momentous 
occasion marks the 
bravery and sacrifices 
of our freedom fighters 
who fought tirelessly for 
our nation’s sovereignty. 
We celebrate not only 
our freedom but also the 
responsibility we hold 
towards our nation. Let’s 
celebrate with pride, 
honouring the sacri-
fices of our ancestors 
and unite as a nation to 
create a better tomor-
row.” She congratulated 

the staff as well as the 
students of the college 
for organizing such an 
event as it showcased a 
vibrant display of Unity, 
culture and reverence 
of Nation’s history. The 
staff of the college also 
delivered speeches; on 
the importance of patrio-
tism, social responsibility 
and the role of the youth 
in shaping the future of 
the nation The event 
concluded with felicita-
tion ceremony with the 
awarding of appreciation 
certificates to the winning 
participants who excelled 
in various inter college 
competitions as well as 
the establishment staff 
who work round the clock 
behind the scene. Later 
all the participants were 
served with light refresh-
ments.

GGM Science College celebrates 78th 
Independence Day with enthusiasm

Dulhasti Power Station celebrates 78th Independence Day

GDC Neeli Nallah Udhampur celebrates 
78th National Independence Day

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The 
78th Independence Day 
was celebrated on 15th 
of Aug 2024 in the Prem-
ises of Govt. Higher Sec-
ondary School Paloura, 
Jammu with great enthu-
siasm, pump and show. 
The school was beautiful-
ly decorated with tricolor 
lights, balloons and flags.

The event commenced 
with Smt. Shikha Mal-
hotra Principal of the 
institution hoisting the 
national flag followed 
by singing of national 

anthem by the attend-
ees. Principal Govt. 
Higher Secondary School 
Paloura in her speech 
inspired the young minds 
to contribute positively to 
the growth and progress 
of the nation. Immediate-
ly after national anthem 
march past salute, cul-
tural items including the 
colorful patriotic songs 
were presented by the 
students as well as staff 
members of the institu-
tion. Sweets and juices 
have been distributed 
among the students and 
staff.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Aug 15: 
Director, Sher-i-Kashmir 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (SKIMS), Soura 
Dr. Ashraf Ganie hoisted 
National Flag on Friday 
on the country's 78th 
Independence Day at 

SKIMS premises.
Flag hoisting was fol-

lowed by an impressive 
parade in which SKIMS 
Security participated. 
All the Heads of Depart-
ments, Sectional Heads 
and all employees of the 
SKIMS graced the occa-
sion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Sulabh 
International Social Ser-
vice Organisation Jammu 
& Kashmir celebrated the 
78th Independence Day 
in the Headquarter Office 
at Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

The National Flag was 
hoisted by Ritesh Kumar 
who has been awarded 
the best social worker for 
his valuable contribution 
to the organization.

The main dignitaries 
of the programme was 
Sanjay Kumar Thakur 
Hony. Controller Sulabh 
International Social Ser-
vice Organization Jammu 

& Kashmir.
In his speech he gave 

best wishes to all the 
members to be present at 
the function. He also said 
that all the social work-
ers of J&K Branch should 
work together without any 
hesitation with their best 
effort & focus their time 
on their own duties for 
best performance.

On this occasion Saroj 
Kumar Jha Hony. Deputy 
Controller Sulabh Inter-
national Social Service 
Organization Jammu & 
Kashmir, all Officials Staff 
members and Volunteers  
of  Sulabh International 
were present there.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Govt. 
Sri Ranbir Model Hr. 
Sec. School Jammu cel-
ebrated the 78th Inde-
pendence Day on 15th 

August 2024 with great 
patriotic fervour and zeal.

Dr. Satya Bhushan 
Raina (Vice Principal) 
hoisted the National Flag 
in the presence of staff 
members and students.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: 78th 
Independence Day cel-
ebration marked in Apna 
Vihar Colony Kunjwani 
Jammu by hoisting Indian 
Flag by Satbir Singh I/C 
police stn Gangyal.

Function began by 
honoring officer by Rtd 
DC Vijay Sharma who is 
President of Society and 
Dr Vijay Sharma flanked 
by Suraj Chopra, B.S 
Samyal, P.S Bali, Rtd SE 
DPS Bali & S.C Khajuria 

who addressed the par-
ticipants.

Later plants were plant-
ed by officers and children 
participating in function.

Swèets were distrib-
uted with cold drinks.
Later sports activities 
were carried by Children 
who participated in great 
enthusiasm.

Senior citizens partici-
pated in Musical Chair 
and enjoyed moments 
ladies were next to par-
ticipate in Independence 
day celebration

Top News Report

MAHANPUR, Aug 15: 
Department of Physical 
Education and NSS Unit 
of GDC Mahanpur cel-
ebrated 78th Indepen-
dence Day in the College 
Campus.

The programme was 
organized to commemo-
rate 78th Independence 
Day on August 15. The 
nation achieved Indepen-
dence from colonial rule 
on August 15, 1947, after 
a long-standing struggle 
spanning nearly two cen-
turies of British rule.

The Celebration was 
organized by Dr. Jog-
binder Singh Soodan, 
Physical Director and Dr. 
Rupalee Jasrotia, NSS 

PO under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Sangeeta 
Sudan, Principal of the 
College.

The Principal of the Col-
lege hoisted the National 
Flag in the presence of 
the faculty members and 
students of the College. 
Everyone not only sang 
the National Anthem with 
enthusiasm and patriotic 
spirit but also paid floral 
tributes to the freedom 
fighter, Subash Chander 
Bose.

The faculty members 
present in the celebration 
were Dr. Mohinder  Nath 
Sharma, Dr. Sudesh, 
Nisha and Dr. Sapna. 
Sweets were distributed 
to all at the end of the 
occasion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: To commemorate 78th years of Inde-
pendence under the aegis of Viksit Bharat, GDC Paloura, 
Mishriwala celebrated Independence Day with Flag hoist-
ing by worthy Principal of the college, Dr. Kulvinder Kour, 
followed by National Anthem and distribution of sweets. 
Dr. Sanjay Kotwal, Staff Secretary also spoke on the 
occasion and emphasised on the role of youth in making 
our Nation strong and united. After that students of the 
college presented various colourful cultural programmes. 
They mesmerised the audience with their patriotic zeal by 
presenting songs and dance performances. Many of the 
students also spoke about the sacrifices of our soliders 
and saluted our martyrs.

Principal, Dr. Kulvinder Kour, addressed the gathering 
by remembering the contribution and sacrifices of our 
freedom fighters and their families and stressed upon 
to keep the legacy of our ancestors alive by making our 
contribution towards the nation building. She encouraged 
the students to develop a feeling of patriotism and love 
for their country. In the end, refreshment were distributed 
among the staff members and students of the college.

The whole event was organised by Cultural Committee, 
Independence Celebration Committee, NSS and NCC Pro-
gramme Officers under the guidance of Dr. Kulvinder Kour.

GHSS Paloura celebrates 
78th Independence Day

Director SKIMS Soura 
hoists National Flag

Sulabh International Social 
Service celebrates 78th I-Day

Govt. Sri Ranbir Model Hr. 
Sec. School celebrates 78th 
Independence Day

78th Independence Day 
celebrated in Apna Vihar Colony

GDC Mahanpur celebrates 
78th Independence Day

GDC Paloura celebrates 
Independence Day
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: 
Swachhta Pakhwada 
that commenced on 1st 
August 2024 was cel-
ebrated in the Director-
ate of Health Services 
Jammu and in health 
institutions and offices 
under the Directorate till 
15th August 2024. The 
campaign was observed 
under the guidance of 
Director Health Servic-
es Jammu, Dr. Rakesh 
Magotra.

The Swachhta Pakh-
wada drive aims to instill 
a sense of responsibility 
and commitment towards 
ensuring cleanliness and 
hygienic environment 
in workplaces and sur-
rounding areas. This ini-
tiative was part of a larger 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
as the most fundamental 
transformative campaign 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister.

Various activities were 

conducted throughout 
the campaign that start-
ed with administration of 
Swachhta pledge by all 
health employees, that 
focused on individuals 
dedication towards clean-
liness, devoting hundred 
hours per year for clean-
liness and propagating 
the message of Swachh 
Bharat Mission.  The 
other activities under-
taken included Planta-
tion Drive, Under the 
banner of “EK PED SHA-
HEEDON KE NAAM”, 
Cleanliness drive, Sani-
tation awareness, Rallies, 
Health check up of Sani-
tary workers, quiz com-
petitions, Poster making.

At the Directorate of 
Health Services Jammu, 
an impressive Quiz 
competition related to 
Swachhta Pakhwada was 
conducted wherein staff 
from Government Hos-
pital Gandhinagar, Gov-
ernment Hospital Sarwal, 
SDH Jagti, Rajiv Gandhi 

Hospital Gangyal and 
Directorate participated. 
The Quiz competition 
was designed to incul-
cate among the masses 
an awareness and under-
standing of Sanitation.

 Informative aware-
ness lectures on topics 
related to Swachhta Pak-
hwada were delivered by 
Director Health Services 
Jammu, Dy. Director Den-
tistry, Assistant Director 
HEB, Assistant Director 
Schemes of the Director-
ate.

Similar activities were 
also conducted at all 
CMO Offices/District HQ 
and subordinate health 
institutions.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: IQAC 
and NSS Unit of Govt. 
College for Women, 
Bhagwati Nagar, com-
memorated the 78th 
Independence Day with 
patriotic fervour and 
excitement.

The 78th Independence 
Day of India was cel-
ebrated today with great 
enthusiasm and patriotic 
fervor by all the teaching 
faculty members, stu-
dents, NSS volunteers 
and non-teaching staff 
of the College. To honor 
the occasion, the college 
campus was attractively 
decked with national 
flags, tri-color balloons 

and special illumination.
The auspicious pro-

gramme commenced 
with a flag-waving cer-
emony as a respect to 
our home land. The Prin-
cipal of the college, Dr. 
Meeru Abrol, hoisted the 
National Flag, which was 
followed by soul stirring 
renditions of the National 
Anthem.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal of the col-
lege, Dr. Meeru Abrol, 
encouraged the stu-
dents and staff to take 
pride in being Indian 
and apprised them of 
the value of freedom 
and sacrifices made by 
our Freedom Fighters in 
achieving the same.

This was followed by a 
captivating array of activ-
ities and performances, 
showing the rich tap-
estry of India’s culture. 
From traditional dance 
forms to melodious musi-
cal performances and 
inspiring speeches and 
poems, the stage came 
alive with the essence of 
our diverse heritage. Stu-
dents showcased their 
talent reflecting the har-
monious co-existence of 
various cultures.

The programme ended 
with the distribution of 
sweets among the par-
ticipating students, NSS 
Volunteers and Teaching 
& Non- Teaching faculty 
of the college.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Divi-
sional Commissioner 
Jammu Ramesh Kumar, 
hoisted the Tricolour in 
the premises of Division-
al Commissioner Office 
Jammu.

All the officials and staff 
members participated in 
the celebrations of the 
78th Independence Day.

School students were 
special invitees for the 
Independence Day cel-
ebrations. They led a 
soulful rendition of the 
national anthem and 
were felicitated by the 
Divisional Commissioner.

Additional Commission-
er, Assistant Commis-
sioner, Deputy Director 
planning and other senior 
officials were present.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The 
Batwal communi t y 
marked the 78th Inde-
pendence Day with alac-
rity at a function held in 
Gandhi Nagar today.

In h is address, 
R.L.Kaith said, today, as 
we gather here to com-
memorate the Indian 
Independence Day, our 
hearts swell with pride 
and gratitude for the 
countless brave souls 
who fought relentlessly 
to liberate our beloved 
motherland from the 
clutches of British colo-
nial rule. The end of for-
eign rule and the start of 
a new era in Indian his-
tory are both marked by 
this day.

While Subedar Baldev 
Chand Sandhu (Retd) 
said, On this historic 
day, let us pay tribute 
to the brave souls who 
sacrificed their lives and 
fought valiantly for the 
freedom that we cherish 

today. I extend a warm 
welcome to all who have 
gathered here to cel-
ebrate this glorious fes-
tival. As we celebrate 78 
years of an independent 
and incredible India, I 
extend my heartiest con-
gratulations to everyone 
present here.

Also speaking, the Sub 
Inspector retired Dar-
shan Kumar Bassa said, 
let us never forget how 
difficult and costly it was 
to achieve our indepen-
dence. As proud Indians, 
it is our responsibility to 
uphold the democratic, 
secular, and socially just 
ideals that our forefa-

thers envisioned. Let's 
promise to be law-abid-
ing, caring, and environ-
mentally conscientious 
citizens who help our 
amazing country flourish 
and prosper.

Prominent among 
others who participated 
in the celebration includ-
ed BJP Office Secretary 
Hans Raj Loria, Subedar 
Baldev Chand Sandhu 
(Retd), Subedar Darshan 
Lal (Retd), Sub Inspector 
retired Darshan Kumar 
Bassa, Naik Ramesh 
Chand Chanjotra ( Retd), 
Tilak Raj Bassa, Jagdish 
Raj Kaith, Hakikat Anmol 
and Naresh Kumar Kaith.

Top News Report

BUDHAL, Aug 15: Independence Day 
was celebrated with immense enthusi-
asm and patriotic fervor at GDC Budhal, 
reflecting the true spirit of unity and 
national pride. The event commenced 
with the flag hoisting  at 08:50 AM by the 
esteemed College Principal, Prof. M.A. 
Dar, who served as the chief guest for the 

occasion. As the flag soared high against 
the sky, the crowd united in singing the 
national anthem, instilling in everyone a 
profound sense of pride.

Following the flag hoisting, Prof. Dar 
delivered an inspiring address, paying trib-
ute to the valiant freedom fighters whose 
dedication and sacrifices secured the 
nation's independence. He highlighted the 
importance of remembering and honoring 
their legacy, urging the students to imbibe 
their values and contribute positively to the 
nation's progress.

This was followed by a vibrant cultural 
program that captivated the audience with 
a variety of performances. The program 
included powerful speeches that reflected 
on the journey of India's independence. 
Skits were performed by students, depict-
ing key moments from the freedom strug-
gle, which left the audience deeply moved. 
Patriotic songs filled the air with a sense 
of unity and pride, showcasing the diverse 
talents of the students.

Commending the efforts and dedication 
of the NSS and NCC Units of the College in 
organizing this event, the College principal 
Prof. M.A. Dar said that the event not only 
celebrated the spirit of independence but 
also showcased the talent and dedication 
of the students, contributing to the patriotic 
fervor of the occasion. The celebration was 
not just a remembrance of the past but also 
a call to action for the future, encouraging 
everyone to contribute to the nation's con-
tinued growth and prosperity.

Swachhta Pakhwada celebrated in Directorate of 
Health Services Jammu from Aug 1 to Aug 15

Govt College for Women Bhagwati Nagar 
commemorates 78th Independence Day

78th I-Day: Div Com Jammu hoists 
Tricolour at Div Com Office 

Batwal community celebrates 78th 
Independence Day with alacrity

GDC Budhal celebrates Independence 
Day with patriotic fervor

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Rajiv Gandhi Institute 
of Pharmacy celebrated India's 78th Inde-
pendence Day with great enthusiasm and 
patriotic fervor. The event was marked by a 
series of activities and programs centered 
around this year’s theme, "Viksit Bharat," 
symbolizing the vision of a developed and 
progressive India. The celebrations began 
with the hoisting of the National Flag by 
Dr. Heena Jamwal (Director) along with Dr. 
Gourav Nanda (Principal) & Dr. Shalumol 
Jose (Senior Faculty, RGIP).

The event was successfully anchored by 
Seema Mattoo (Coordinator) and witnessed 
the participation of faculty members, stu-
dents, and staff, who gathered to pay trib-
ute to the nation and its freedom fighters. 
The national anthem echoed across the 
campus, instilling a sense of pride and unity 
among all present.

In her address, Dr. Heena Jamwal empha-
sized the significance of the theme "Viksit 
Bharat" and the role of educational institu-
tions like the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Phar-

macy in shaping the future of the nation. 
She encouraged students to work towards 
the development of the country through 
innovation, research, and commitment to 
excellence in their respective fields. The 
program also featured cultural performanc-
es by students, including patriotic songs, 
dances, and a skit highlighting India's jour-
ney towards becoming a developed nation.

The Principal of the Institute, Dr. Gourav 
Nanda spoke about the importance of 
nurturing young minds to contribute to the 
nation’s progress. He reiterated the insti-
tute's dedication to providing quality edu-
cation and research opportunities, aligning 
with the vision of a "Viksit Bharat”

The event concluded with a vote of thanks, 
and the distribution of sweets among the 
attendees. The celebration of Independence 
Day at the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Pharmacy 
not only honored the sacrifices of the past but 
also looked forward to a brighter, developed, 
and prosperous India.The programme was 
successfully organized under the supervision 
of Mansi Chadha, Dinesh along with other 
members who were present at the ceremony.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: The Department of Agri-
culture Jammu marked the 78th Indepen-
dence Day with profound zeal and patriotic 
fervor at Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo, Jammu 
today. The event witnessed an inspiring cel-
ebration as Arvinder Singh Reen, Director 
of Agriculture Production & Farmers Wel-
fare, Jammu, hoisted the National Flag.

This year’s Independence Day celebra-
tion was marked by the theme "Viksit 
Bharat," underscoring the government's 
vision to transform India into a developed 
nation by 2047. Additionally, the "Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign" was prominently fea-
tured to encourage citizens to bring the 
Tiranga into their homes and hoist it, fos-
tering a sense of patriotism and increasing 
awareness about the Indian National Flag.

The event was attended by a large gath-
ering of officers and employees from the 
Agriculture Department, who came together 
to honor the significance of the day. In his 
address, Director A.S. Reen emphasized 
the importance of consolidating the gains 

of freedom through sincere and dedicated 
efforts. He expressed pride in the depart-
ment’s accomplishments and highlighted 
how hard work and teamwork have signifi-
cantly enhanced field-level agricultural activ-
ities, which are vital to the Indian economy.

Director Reen listed several achieve-
ments of the department, including the 
focus on doubling farmers' income through 
various initiatives such as FPOs Forma-
tion, PMFME, Organic Farming, Soil Health 
Cards, Kisan Credit Cards, PM Fasal Bima 
Yojna, Farm Mechanization, and market-
led diversified farming. He also noted the 
benefits of the Holistic Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme (HADP), which has been 
instrumental in increasing farmers' income, 
enhancing agricultural productivity, and gen-
erating employment for youth in the sector.

Director agriculture also facilitated the 
officers and officials for their exemplary 
work on the occasion. The program was 
attended by Satish Sharma, Joint Director 
Agriculture (Extension), along with other 
sectoral heads and staff from the Director-
ate of Agriculture Jammu.

Top News Report

KATHUA, Aug 15: GDC 
(Boys) Kathua celebrated 
78th Independence Day 
with zeal and enthusiasm.

On this occasion, the 
flag was hosted by the 
principal of the college 
Prof. Seema Mir.

The flag hoisting cer-
emony followed by march 
past by NCC Cadets and 
various cultural perfor-
mances by the students 
to display their talent and 
love for the nation.

 Principal Prof. Seema 
Mir extended her Indepen-
dence Day greetings to all.

In her address shedis-
seminate the message 
of unity and strength and 
also spoke about the 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan. She motivated the 
students to refrain them-
selves from the menace 
of drugs. She praised all 
the sections specifically 
teaching, non-teaching, 
NSS, NCC, students of 
the college who stood 
united and celebrated the 

day with great enthusi-
asm.

The proceedings of the 
program were carried out 
byDr. Yash Paul Sharma 
(Staff Secretary) of the 
College, Vishal Gupta and 
Kanika Sharma students 
of semester 5th. 

On the occasion the mer-
itorious students in aca-
demics, outstanding NCC 
and NSS Volunteers and 
students who excelled in 
Sports and various faculty 
members were felicitated 
with medals, certificates, 
mementos and shields.

The programme was 
attended by a large 
number of students, NCC 
and NSS  Volunteers, fac-
ulty members including 
teaching, non-teaching 
and others.

The refreshment was 
also distributed among 
the students. Dr. Yash 
Paul sharma (Staff Sec-
retary) preseted the vote 
of thanks on the occas-
sionThe program then 
concluded with National 
Anthem.

78th year of I-Day celebrated by Rajiv Gandhi Institute of PharmacyDepartment of Agriculture Jammu celebrates 78th I-Day

78th Independence Day 
celebrated at GDC Boys Kathua

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Aug 15: The 78th 
Independence Day was celebrated 
with great enthusiasm and patriotic 
fervor at the District Police Lines 
(DPL) Ramban. The event was 
graced by the presence of District 
Development Council Chairperson, 
Dr. Shamshad Shan, who hoisted 
the national tricolor and took the 
salute from the March Past.        

The ceremony began with the 
hoisting of the national flag, fol-
lowed by the singing of the nation-
al anthem. Dr. Shamshad Shan 
inspected the parade and took 
the salute of the contingents from 
Jammu and Kashmir Police, IRP, 
FPF, Home Guards, and School 
Children.

Deputy Commissioner, Baseer-
Ul-Haq Chaudhary, SSP, Anuj 
Kumar, ADDC Roshan Lal, ADC 
Varunjeet Singh Charak, DPO 
ICDS Jahangir Hashmi, senior 
officers of Civil and Police admin-
istration, and prominent citizens 
attended the function.

Vice-Chairperson DDC, Ramban, 
Rabia Beigh was the Guest of 
Honour and the DDC Councillors 
were key guests on the occasion.

In her address, Dr. Shamshad 

Shan paid tribute to the freedom 
fighters and martyrs who sacrificed 
their lives for India's independence. 
She emphasized the importance 
of unity, integrity, patriotism, and 
encouraged the youth to contribute 
to the nation's progress.

In her address, the Chairperson 
appreciated the efforts of District 
Administration and general public 
in making Swachhta Pakhwada, Ek 
Ped Maa Ke Naam, Ek Ped Sha-
heedon Ke Naam and Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign a lively and high 
spirited movements bring behavioral 
changes among public in keeping 
the surroundings clean, green, 
hygienic and instilling values of patri-
otism, unity, peace and prosperity.

The DDC Chairperson gave a 
brief account of the mega develop-
mental projects completed in the 
district during the previous year and 
sanctioned projects for the current 
year. The Chairperson also listed 
the achievements made by the dif-
ferent departments under different 
schemes.

She said that last financial year 
allocation under the District Plan 
was 61.07 crores out of which 
59 crores were utilised and 2426 
works were completed and dedi-
cated to the  public. This year the 

approved outlay under the District 
Plan is 70 crores. In RDD under 
MGNREGA during current financial 
year till yesterday 3.28 lakhs of Man 
days were generated at more than 
4000 ongoing works, and 23845 
houses have been constructed till 
now in the district under PMAY-G 
and AWAAS plus, giving homeless 
destitute people a permanent home 
and a dignified life. Under the PWD 
(R&B) sector, Rural Infrastructure 
Development Funds, 49 mega proj-
ects have been taken up with 236 
crores allocation. Work is under-
way in 93 JJM schemes to ensure 
regular safe drinking water to every 
household in the district.

Taking forward the vision of 
Hon'ble Prime Minister in doubling 
the farmer's income, under Holis-
tic Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP) 3253 applications 
have been approved for providing 
Agricultural tools, machinery, and 
new opportunities for establishing 
their Agricultural Entrepreneurship 
units. Social Welfare is giving pen-
sion assistance to around 19803 
destitute people, and has assisted 
1150 poor girls under the State 
Marriage Assistance Scheme. 
Chairperson also counted unprec-
edented development in the district 

under PMGSY, Education, ICDS, 
Skill Development, PM- Vishwa-
karma, Mission Youth, PMEGP, 
RDSS, Animal Husbandry, Rev-
enue record digitization and its Geo 
referencing, Roof Top Solar Power 
Programme, PM Kussam, Health 
and other sectors.

She further said that the fight 
against drugs is a fight for our 
future. "I'm concerned that the 
number of individuals seeking 
treatment for drug de-addiction 
in Ramban has increased from 
22 last year to 122 this year. We 
need to intensify our efforts under 
the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan 
to create a drug-free society and 
support those struggling with addic-
tion." -  the DDC Chairperson

DC Ramban Baseer-Ul-Haq 
Chaudhary while wishing the 
Ramban Public on 78th Indepen-
dence Day, from DPL Ground has 
urged to remember the sacrifices of 
our freedom fighters and martyrs. 
He said we have come a long way 
since 1947, but our journey towards 
a more prosperous, developed and 
just society continues. He strives 
for unity, integrity, and patriotism. 
DC advocated to work together to 
build a brighter future for ourselves, 
our children, and our nation.

Ramban celebrates Independence Day with 
Enthusiasm and Patriotic Fervor Top News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: Advo-
cate Ishant Gupta, State 
IT Head of BJP J&K, and 
Neena Gupta, former 
Corporator, celebrated 
the eve of Indepen-
dence Day by hoisting 
the national flag at Shri 
Ram Chowk (Old Khooda 
Chowk) in Ward No. 50, 
Channi Himmat, Jammu.

The ceremony com-
menced with the patriotic 
slogans "Bharat Mata Ki 
Jai" and "Vande Mata-
ram" and concluded with 
the singing of the national 
anthem and the distribu-
tion of sweets, filling the 
atmosphere with a sense 
of pride and patriotism.

In his address, Advocate 
Ishant Gupta emphasized 
the significance of Inde-
pendence Day and urged 
everyone to uphold the 
values of unity, integrity, 
and patriotism. He also 
highlighted the efforts of 
the BJP in contributing to 

the nation’s growth and 
development, particularly 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Neena Gupta, in her 
remarks, expressed her 
gratitude to the attendees 
and stressed the impor-
tance of remembering 
the struggles that led 
to India’s freedom. She 
encouraged the younger 
generation to take inspi-
ration from the nation's 
history and contribute to 
building a stronger and 
more prosperous India.

The event was graced 

by notable personali-
ties including Poonam 
Gupta, Kamlesh Magotra, 
Rajinder Kumar Gupta, 
Anil Gupta, Yudhveer 
Singh Samyal, Rahul 
Gupta, Susheela Gupta, 
Ashok Gupta, Bharti 
Gupta, Sunita Gupta, 
Varun Gupta, Khushboo 
Gupta, Shweta Padha, 
Amit Sharma, Vishal 
Gupta, Abhishek Gupta, 
Riddhish Gupta, and 
many others, who joined 
in the celebration with 
great enthusiasm.

Ishant, Neena hoist National 
Flag on Independence Day
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NEW DELHI, Aug 15 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that India dreams 
of hosting the Olympics in 
2036 and added that prepara-
tions are already underway, 
during his Independence Day 
speech on Thursday. PM Modi 
congratulated all the athletes 
who represented India at the 
Paris Olympics 2024 and also 
extended his best wishes to 
those travelling for the upcom-
ing Paralympics. During the 
speech, PM Modi said that India 
has already proven that it has 
the infrastructure to host a big 
event like the G20 Summit and 
the next dream for the nation is 
to host the Olympics in 2036.

“Today, we also have with us 
the youth who made the Indian 
flag fly high in Olympics. On 
behalf of 140 crore country-
men, I congratulate all our ath-
letes and players...In the next 
few days, a huge contingent 
of India will leave for Paris to 
participate in the Paralympics. 
I extend best wishes to all our 

Paralympians...India organis-
ing the G20 Summit on a large 
scale has proven that India has 
the capability to organise large-
scale events...It is the dream of 
India to host 2036 Olympics, 
we are making preparations 
for that...,” PM Modi said while 
addressing the nation from Red 
Fort.

Earlier in the month, Union 
Minister for Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Mansukh Mandaviya, 
confirmed the development in 
a written reply in Lok Sabha, 
according to a press release by 

the Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports.

The allotment of hosting rights 
for the Summer Games is done 
by the IOC through a detailed 
host selection process. The 
IOC has a dedicated body, the 
Future Host Commission (FHC), 
which deals with this subject.

India will look to continue 
the momentum of winning 19 
medals at the Tokyo Paralym-
pics and a historic 111-medal 
haul at the Para Asian Games.

India has fielded its largest-
ever contingent of 84 athletes 

for the Paris Paralympics start-
ing from August 28. The 84 ath-
letes will compete in 12 sports, 
including archery, athletics, bad-
minton, canoeing, cycling, blind 
judo, powerlifting, rowing, shoot-
ing, swimming, table tennis, and 
taekwondo.

Earlier, PM Modi was warmly 
welcomed by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and other digni-
taries at the ramparts of Red 
Fort. The Prime Minister was 
pictured dressed in a white kurta 
and blue attire and a traditional 
multicolour safa.

This year ’s celebration 
marks the 11th time PM Modi 
addressed the nation from the 
Red Fort on Independence Day, 
making him the third Prime Min-
ister after Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Indira Gandhi to achieve this 
milestone. The theme for this 
year’s Independence Day is 
‘Viksit Bharat @ 2047,’ aiming to 
drive the Government’s efforts 
to transform India into a devel-
oped nation by 2047.

“India’s dream to host Olympics 2036, we are 
preparing”: PM Narendra Modi

NEW DELHI, Aug 
15 (Agencies): Jasprit 
Bumrah is expected to 
make a comeback for 
the three-Test series 
against New Zealand 
starting on October 16 
after a well-deserved 
break following India’s 
T20 World Cup victory, 
but the pace spearhead 
could continue to be on 
rest for the two Tests 
against Bangladesh in 
September.

It is understood that 
the Indian team man-
agement and selectors 
are looking to bring in 
more variations into the 

pace attack and hence 
a left-arm seam and 
swing bowler could be 
added to the bouquet of 
pacers who are vying 
for a Test cap.

In terms of exposure 
and experience, the 
selectors have two 
choices in Arshdeep 
Singh, who is a regular 
in the T20 format, and 
the injury prone and 
slightly erratic Khaleel 
Ahmed, who is rated 
very highly in some 
circles.

“In case of Bumrah, 
he knows his body the 
best and it will be up to 

him if he wants to play 
in the Tests against 
Bangladesh. The team 
management and selec-
tors are very clear that 
India needs a 120 per 
cent fit Jasprit Bumrah 
for all five Tests against 
Australia Down Under. 
Before that, there is 
New Zealand in India, 
where he will probably 
play and get ready for 
the sterner tests,” a 
BCCI source said.

In case of Arshdeep, 
his initiation into red 
ball cricket was in fact 
in Rahul Dravid’s plans 
as well and accordingly 
he was sent to Kent 
last year to play some 
County games.

Khaleel is a much 
improved bowler but has 
a tendency to be erratic. 
The other choice for a 
left-arm seamer is Yash 
Dayal, but he is behind 
Khaleel and Arshdeep in 
this race.

Ind-Ban Tests: Arshdeep, 
Khaleel to fight for India spot as 
Bumrah likely to be rested

NEW DELHI, Aug 
15 (Agencies): Former 
South Africa pace great 
Morne Morkel has been 
roped in as the Indian 
cricket team’s new bowl-
ing coach, BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah said on 
Wednesday, completing 
the appointment of new 
head coach Gautam 
Gambhir’s preferred 
support staff.

It is understood that 
the 39-year-old, who 
replaces Paras Mham-
brey, will take over as 
the bowling coach from 
the Bangladesh series 
that starts with the 
opening Test in Chen-
nai from September 19. 
He has been appointed 
till the end of the 2027 
ODI World Cup in South 
Africa.

“Yes, Morne Morkel 
has been appointed 
bowling coach of the 
senior India men’s 
team,” said Shah.

The other members of 
Gambhir’s support staff 
are assistant coach 
Abhishek Nayar, and 
fielding coach Ryan Ten 
Doeschate.

Morkel was also 
Gambhir’s preferred 
choice, having worked 

with him at Lucknow 
Super Giants during the 
Indian’s two IPL sea-
sons as mentor of the 
franchise.

Morkel has played 86 
Tests, 117 ODIs and 44 
T20Is for South Africa 
with a total of 544 inter-
national wickets.

He will be reporting 
in Bengaluru’s National 
Cricket Academy at the 
start of next month and 
is expected to watch the 
Duleep Trophy games. 
Once there, he will also 
touch base with VVS 
Laxman and head of 
bowling in NCA, Troy 
Cooley.

According to sources, 
Morkel was directly 
appointed on Gambhir’s 
recommendation ahead 
of other options like Lak-
shmipathy Balaji and R 
Vinay Kumar.

“The Cricket Advisory 
Committee’s (CAC) 
mandate was to inter-
view the candidates for 
the head coach. When 
it came to choice of sup-
port staff, it was impera-
tive that Gambhir’s 
choice prevailed. He has 
worked with Morne and 
thinks of him highly as a 
bowling coach,” a BCCI 

source said.
“Also with the big 

series against Austra-
lia coming up Down 
Under from last week of 
November, there isn’t a 
better choice than the 
South African, who has 
himself enjoyed fair bit 
of success over there. 
Also there will be the 
five-Test tour of England 
next year with a poten-
tial sixth match if India 
reach WTC final.”

It is understood that 
Balaji and Vinay’s 
names weren’t consid-

ered once it was clear 
that Morkel would carry 
forward the good work 
done by Mhambrey.

One half of the famous 
fast bowling duo that 
featured Dale Steyn, 
Morkel is a cricketing 
heavyweight and has 
also played quite a lot in 
India to have a fair idea 
about the conditions.

Also, his stint in the IPL 
has allowed him to have 
a ringside view of India’s 
next crop of fast bowl-
ers including the most 
exciting of them all — 

Mayank Yadav, Avesh 
Khan and Yash Thakur 
to name a few.

A lot of observers 
believe that Morkel 
worked quite a lot with 
Mayank during the past 
two seasons of IPL even 
though he remained 
injured for the better 
part.

Morkel’s biggest chal-
lenge will be to handle 
the transition phase 
as Mohammed Shami 
enters the business end 
of his illustrious career 
and Jasprit Bumrah 
needs more potent sup-
port apart from Moham-
med Siraj, especially in 
red-ball cricket.

Morkel had last year 
worked with the Paki-
stan team till the end of 
the ODI World Cup and 
quit before his contract 
expired.

India have never had 
any spin bowling coach 
as such although former 
director Ravi Shastri 
was a distinguished 
left-arm spinner in his 
playing days. Sairaj 
Bahutule, who is a part 
of Laxman’s team at 
NCA, has travelled on 
and off with the senior 
team.

NEW DELHI, Aug 15 
(Agencies): India cel-
ebrates its 78th Inde-
pendence Day and the 
entire nation is instilled 
with a sense of patrio-
tism. India’s sporting fra-
ternity also celebrated 
Independence Day and 
extended their wishes 
to their countrymen and 
their fans. From Rohit 
Sharma, Neeraj Chopra 
to Gautam Gambhir, the 
athletes took the oppor-

tunity to share their love 
and pride in represent-
ing their country. Indian 
captain Rohit Sharma 
shared a special video 
where he held the tric-
olour flag during the 
Indian team’s victory 
parade near Marine 
Drive after the T20 
World Cup triumph.

India’s golden boy 
and star athlete Neeraj 
Chopra shared a picture 
holding the national flag 

from his recent silver 
medal win at the Paris 
Olympics 2024. Hardik 
Pandya also posted 
a picture holding the 
country’s flag high in 
Barbados during the 
historic T20 World Cup 
2024 win. For Indian 
athletes, representing 
their country at global 
sporting events is not 
just an achievement, but 
a profound honour. 

The opportunity to 

wear the national 
colours on the world 
stage symbolises years 
of hard work, dedica-
tion, and sacrifice. It is 
a dream nurtured from 
childhood, fuelled by the 
desire to bring pride to 
the nation and inspire 
millions.

In India, where sports 
have become a source 
of national pride, the 
weight of expectations 
is immense. Athletes 

understand that they are 
not just competing for 
themselves but for the 
hopes and aspirations 
of over a billion people. 
This responsibility drives 
them to push their limits, 
overcome challenges, 
and give their best per-
formance.

Moreover, represent-
ing India at global events 
offers athletes a chance 
to put the country on the 
world map in various 
sports. Success in these 
arenas helps boost the 
nation’s reputation and 
encourages the next 
generation of athletes. 
For Indian athletes, the 
honour of representing 
their country is a badge 
of pride, one that signi-
fies their commitment to 
excellence and their role 
as ambassadors of the 
nation’s sporting spirit.

Morne Morkel appointed India’s new bowling coach, 
to take charge from Bangladesh series

From Rohit to Neeraj: India’s sporting fraternity 
celebrates 78th Independence Day

NEW DELHI, Aug 15 
(Agencies): In a candid 
interview with agency, 
Indian shooter Manu 
Bhaker spoke on her 
achievements at the 
recent ly-concluded 
Paris Olympics 2024, 
where she won two 
bronze medals. Manu, 
who is the first Indian 
woman to win a medal in 
shooting at the Summer 
games, became the 
first Indian athlete to 
win multiple medals in 
the same edition of the 
Olympics. This was 
Manu’s second appear-
ance at the Olympics 
after her outing in Tokyo 
three years back when 
she suffered a heart-
break due to a pistol 
malfunction.

Manu revealed that 
she had a different 
regime for Paris 2024, 
and expressed her hap-
piness that things went 
in her favour this time.

“I’ve already had a long 
career, eight years to 
be precise. I was there 
at the Tokyo Olympics 
as well. But this time, 
for Paris Olympics, we 
trained in a way that we 
were hoping for medals. 
We planned in a way 
that things turn out 
good and this worked 
in our favour this time. 
For me, sometimes it is 
hard to manage every-
thing,” Manu said during 
an exclusive chat with 
agency.

Manu also suggested 
that her achievements 

would motivate other to 
take up shooting as a 
career, especially girls.

“Any achievement 
is enough to give us 
motivation but that 
doesn’t mean its the 
end. In India, we have 
huge scope to improve 
and work forward. I 
think India has a huge 
amount of talent. I think 
it will take some time 
but we will have great 
talents in the future. My 
medal also inspires me 
and other youngsters, 
especially girls. I think 
the parents would be 
much more flexible with 
the girls, and the people 
would accept shooting 
more after this celebra-
tion,” she added.

The 22-year-old won 
a bronze each in the 
women’s 10m air pistol 
and 10m air pistol mixed 
team event -- where she 
had paired with Sarabjot 
Singh.

She also came close to 
winning a third bronze in 
25m pistol before finish-
ing a creditable fourth in 
Paris. No Indian athlete 
has won more than two 
individual medals at the 
Olympics.

SYDNEY, Aug 15 (Agencies): Star 
Australia batter Steve Smith isn’t too 
concerned about opening against India 
in the Border Gavaskar Trophy 2024-
25. Notably, Smith began opening 
the innings in the series against West 
Indies after David Warner’s retirement. 
The 35-year-old didn’t have a memo-
rable beginning at the top of the order 
registering scores of 12, 11* and 6 in 
his first three innings.

However, he finally shut his crit-
ics in the second Test against West 
Indies scoring a phenomenal 91* (146) 
with the help of nine fours and a six. 
Although the knock couldn’t help Aus-
tralia get over the line, Smith managed 
to prove that he can bat anywhere in 
his favourite format.

As Australia prepare themselves for 
the all-important upcoming five-match 
series against India, Smith was asked 
whether he’s keen to open the innings 
against the Asian giants. The batting 
maestro said that he isn’t too fussed 
about it and will bat wherever the team 
asks him to.

“You’ll have to ask the men in charge 
but I’m not fussed either way. Some 
challenging conditions with the new 
ball, in particular. So I would have liked 
to score a few more runs. That’s the 
game sometimes but I played pretty 
well in the second innings at the Gabba 
where we couldn’t get over the line, 
unfortunately. It’s just a position to me 

so it doesn’t really faze me too much,” 
Smith was quoted as saying by Code 
Sports.

Smith has a stellar record in Test 
cricket having 9685 runs to his name at 
an average of 56.97 with 32 hundreds. 
The batting stalwart also enjoys batting 
against India having scored 2042 runs 
against them at an average of 65.87 
with nine hundreds and five fifties.

Further speaking ahead, Smith talked 
about his absence from the T20 World 
Cup squad saying with he was dis-
appointed to have not made it to the 
squad.

“I don’t know about international T20 
stuff. You’ll have to ask the selectors 
there. I was disappointed not to be in 
the World Cup but that’s the way things 
go. They wanted all the big hitters. I’d 
love to be part of the IPL again, for 
sure. I’ll be putting my name in the hat 
so just have to keep scoring runs. You 
never know, we’ll see what happens,” 
he added.

“Parents would be more 
flexible”: Manu Bhaker on 
historic Olympic medals

Steve Smith ‘not fussed’ about opening 
against India in Border Gavaskar Trophy

India’s sporting fraternity celebrated the 78th Independence Day by extending their wishes and 
greetings to the fans. Rohit Sharma, Neeraj Chopra and the country’s many 

sporting stars shared special posts on social media.

He has been appointed till the end of the 2027 ODI World Cup in South Africa
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JAMMU, Aug 15 (Agencies): 
Inspector General (IG) Border 
Security Force (BSF) Jammu fron-
tier DK Boora assured the country-
men that the borders are safe as 
he greeted them on the occasion 
of the 78th Independence Day.

Speaking on the security 
arrangements along the interna-
tional border, IG Boora said, “We 
have manned all borders and we 
will ensure that the nation contin-
ues to celebrate all our Indepen-
dence Days with equal zeal. BSF 
will stand guard and ensure no 
infiltration takes place.”

 “On behalf of the BSF, I would 
like to assure all the countrymen 
that our borders are safe. I wish 
the countrymen a happy 78th Inde-
pendence Day,” he said.

IG Boora added, “I hope our 
National flag will keep flying high. 
We will not leave our posts at the 

border no matter what”.
In recent months, Jammu has 

seen an increase in terror attacks, 
including an assault on an army 
convoy in Kathua and skirmishes 
in Doda and Udhampur.

Meanwhile, a wreath-laying cer-
emony was held in Jammu on 
August 15 to pay tribute to Captain 
Deepak Singh of the Indian Army, 
who was killed in an encounter 

with terrorists in Jammu and Kash-
mir on Wednesday.

Lt Gen Navin Sachdeva, GOC 
White Knight Corps laid a wreath 
to pay homage to Capt Deepak 
Singh who made the supreme sac-
rifice in the highest traditions of the 
Indian Army.

Divisional Commissioner Jammu 
Ramesh Kumar and Additional 
Director General of Police (ADGP) 
Anand Jain, present on the occa-
sion, also paid their respects and 
tribute to the soldier.

Capt Deepak Singh was killed 
in action during an encounter with 
terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Doda district on Wednesday.

On Thursday, General Upendra 
Dwivedi, Chief of Army Staff and 
all ranks of the Indian Army salut-
ed the supreme sacrifice of Capt 
Deepak Singh, who laid down his 
life in the line of duty in J&K and 
expressed deepest condolences 
to the bereaved family.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Aug 15: 

Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (CCI), 
Jammu today celebrat-
ed the 78th Indepen-
dence Day with great 
fervour here today.

An impressive pro-
gramme was organized 
at the Chamber House 
which commenced with 
the hoisting of National 
Flag by Sh. Arun Gupta, 
President Chamber of 
Commerce and Indus-
try Jammu in presence 
of other office bearers 
and senior members of 
the CCI after which the 
whole premises rever-
berated with the sing-
ing of National Anthem 
amid salutations to the 
National Tricolour.

In his address, Arun 
Gupta threw light on 

the martyrdom of free-
dom fighters who laid 
down their lives for the 

cause of the nation and 
its people as a result 
of which the people 

of the World’s largest 
Democracy are enjoy-
ing full freedom and self 
esteem having earned 
honour and dignity at the 
global level.

Gupta said that Inde-
pendence Day is the 
most auspicious day for 
the whole nation and its 
people and being the 
most vibrant democracy 
of the world, it deserves 
to be celebrated like a 
festival with full enthu-
siasm and gaiety amid 
participation of people 
from diverse cultures as 
‘Unity in Diversity’ is the 
hallmark of the Indian 
democracy.

The Chamber Presi-
dent assured that CCI 
members will leave no 
stone unturned in taking 
J&K on the glorious path 
of development and 
prosperity.

SRINAGAR, Aug 15 
(Agencies) : The Demo-
cratic Progressive Azad 
Party (DPAP) marked 
the 78th anniversary of 
India’s Independence 
with a grand celebration 
at its headquarters in 
Sonwar, Srinagar.

The event was attend-
ed by party members 
and workers in large 
numbers, demonstrat-
ing their commitment to 
the nation and its ideals.

The Provincial Secre-
tary of DPAP, Mr. Ashiq 
Khanday, had the honor 
of hoisting the national 
tricolor.

In his brief but impact-
ful address, Mr. Khan-
day emphasized the 

significance of Indepen-
dence Day and called 
upon the party members 
to actively work towards 
fostering brotherhood 
and unity.

He highlighted the 
importance of staying 
united for the prosperity 

and well-being of fellow 
citizens. Mr. Khanday 
reiterated DPAP’s dedi-
cation to the national 
cause, including the 
principles of secularism 
and mutual brotherhood.

Other prominent party 
members in attendance 

included Zonal Presi-
dent Mr. Peer Bilal, 
Central Zone Secre-
tary Mr. Haleem Khan, 
and Media Coordinator 
Mr. Obair Mushtaq. On 
behalf of DPAP Chair-
man Mr. Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, sweets were 
distributed among the 
attendees by the Secre-
tary to the Chairman, Mr. 
Bashir Arif, as a gesture 
of goodwill and celebra-
tion.

The event was a testa-
ment to DPAP’s unwav-
ering commitment to the 
nation and its ideals, 
as the party continues 
to play a pivotal role in 
promoting unity and har-
mony across the region.

“Borders are safe”: IG BSF Jammu greets 
countrymen on 78th Independence Day

CCI celebrates 78th Independence 
Day with patriotic fervor

DPAP Celebrates 78th Independence Day 
with Impressive Gathering in SrinagarTop News Report

JAMMU, Aug 15: 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Jammu & Kashmir cel-
ebrated 78th Indepen-
dence Day by hoisting 
the National Flag amidst 
Nationalist sloganeer-
ing and distribution 
of sweets, across the 
length and breadth of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

At BJP headquarters, 
Trikuta Nagar, Ravinder 
Raina, President, J&K 
BJP, Ashok Koul, Gen-
eral Secretary (organi-
zation), and Kavinder 
Gupta, former Dy CM 
hoisted the national flag. 
Aseem Gupta, Neelam 
Langeh, Tilak Raj Gupta, 
Dr. Pardeep Mahotra, 
Rekha Mahajan, Gen-
eral Rakesh Sharma, 
Prof  Kulbhushan 
Mohtra, Arun Prabhat 
Jamwal, Ranjodh Singh 
Nalwa, Prem Gupta, Dil 
Bahadur Jamwal, Er TK 
Sharma, Nitish Mahajan 
and others were present 
on the occasion.

At Pt. Prem Nath Dogra 
Bhawan, Kachi Chawni 
BJP office, former Min-
ister Sat Sharma CA, 

former MP Shamsher 
Singh, Arvind Gupta, 
Veenu Khanna, Parmod 
Kapahi, Ayodhya Gupta, 
Sanjita Dogra, Sanjay 
Baru, Adv Rajesh Gupta 
and others hoisted the 
national flag.

At City Chowk, MP 
(Lok Sabha), Jugal 
Kishore Sharma, BJP 
NEM Priya Sethi, Vice-
President Yudhvir Sethi, 
Purnima Sharma, Sunil 
Prajapati, Hari Om 
Sharma and others 

hoisted the national flag.
Congratulating his 

fellow citizens on the 
78th Independence Day, 
Ravinder Raina stressed 
that we can breathe in 
free air because of the 
sacrifices of the heroes. 
He remembered the 
supreme sacrifices of 
Bhagat Singh, Sukh-
dev, Rajguru, Mangal 
Pandey, Tantya Tope, 
Chander Shekhar Azad, 
Ashfaq Ulla Khan, and 
other freedom fighters.

 “Today, I along with the 
whole nation bow in the 
feet of these great per-
sonalities”, he said and 
also expressed gratitude 
to the jawans of military, 
paramilitary, police, civil 
defense, home guards, 
and others who dedicate 
themselves to protect us 
and our nation.

BJP celebrates 78th Independence 
Day with fervour in J&K

Top News Report
VIJAYPUR, Aug 15:  

“78th     Independence 
Day” was celebrated at 
Police Technical Train-
ing Institute (PTTI) 
Vijaypur with great 
enthusiasm and patri-
otic fervour.  On the 
occasion, Principal 
PTTI Vijaypur presided 
over the function and 
hoisted the National 
Flag in presence of 
prominent citizens, 
Retd. Police person-
nel, staff and trainees 
of the Institute. During 
function, the contin-
gents of staff/Trainees 
of PTTI Vijaypur, held 
March Past.  

Principal in his 
address highlighted 
the importance of 
Independence Day and 
remembered the free-
dom fighters who scari-

fied their lives for the 
freedom of the Coun-
try and Police Martyrs 
who laid their precious 
lives for protecting and 
safeguarding the sov-
ereignty of the Nation. 
He congratulated to 
all staff/ trainees and 
their families on this 
auspicious occasion of 
Independence Day and 
urged upon all police 
personnel to work with 
honesty and dedication 
and contribute posi-
tively to our nation’s 
growth.  

Amongst others, Shri 
Zia-Ul-Haq (Dy.SP Out-
door), Shri Asif Iqbal 
(Sr.PO), Inspr. Surrind-
er Singh (CDI), Inspr. 
Javeed Ahmad (RI), 
Inspr. Ram Lal (CLI), 
SI Sulinder Singh (SM-
Outdoor), SI Shakeel 
Singh (LO) were pres-
ent on the occasion.

PTTI Vijaypur celebrates Independence Day


