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BRIEFLY
Police begin 
probe after 
three bodies 
found in Dal 
Lake

SRINAGAR, July 28 
(Agencies): Three bodies 
that were retrieved from 
Dal Lake near Foreshore 
Road in Srinagar yester-
day have been identified 
as Ramban residents 
even as police said 
further investigation is 
going on.

A top police official 
said that the deceased 
include a woman and her 
minor kids and they were 
residents of Ramban’s 
Gool area.

He said that the pri-
mary investigation sug-
gests that this could 
be the case of suicide 
by drowning, but final 
conclusion will be made 
once probe is completed. 
“A special team of doc-
tors, including forensic 
experts, are on job to 
ascertain details and 
further investigation is 
underway,” he said.

The official said that as 
a professional force Sri-
nagar police will conduct 
foolproof inquiry into the 
matter, while forensic 
experts are already on 
job.

Notably, body of a 
woman and her two 
minor kids was retrieved 
from Dal Lake yesterday 
evening, following which 
police initiated further 
proceedings.

Drowned 
in river 
Jhelum, 
Teenage 
boy’s body 
retrieved

SRINAGAR, July 28  
(Agencies):  Body of 
the 19 – year old boy 
drowned in Herinara 
Sumbhal in north Kash-
mir’s Bandipora district 
was retrived today after-
noon.

Husaib Hilal son of Hilal 
Ahmad Shah a resident 
of Main Bazar Sumbhal 
drowned yesterday in a 
river Jhelum . The locals 
raised an alaram follow-
ing which police, 13 rr 
Army, SDRF and locals 
started a rescue opera-
tion at the site, however 
no trace of the drowned 
boy was found till late 
evening.

A team of SDRF 
launched a rescue 
operation this morning, 
leading to the retreival of 
the body.

The body is being 
handed over to the family 
for last rites after conduct 
of medico- legal formali-
ties.

Two injured 
after 
attacked 
by Bear 
in Ladhoo 
Pampore

SRINAGAR, July 28 
(Agencies): Two persons 
were injured after 

NEW DELHI, July 28 
(Agencies): In a signifi-
cant reshuffle, the Presi-
dent of India Droupadi 
Murmu has announced 
the appointment of sev-
eral Governors.

The appointments 
which were made are 
Haribhau Kisanrao 
Bagde (Governor of 
Rajasthan), Jishnu 
Dev Varma (Gover-
nor of Telangana), Om 
Prakash Mathur (Gover-
nor of Sikkim),  Santosh 
Kumar Gangwar (Gov-
ernor of Jharkhand), 
Ramen Deka (Governor 
of Chhattisgarh), C H 
Vijayashankar (Gover-
nor of Meghalaya), C.P. 

Radhakrishnan, cur-
rently the Governor of 
Jharkhand with addition-
al charge of Telangana, 
has been appointed as 
the Governor of Maha-
rashtra, Gulab Chand 
Kataria, currently the 

Governor of Assam, 
has been appointed as 
the Governor of Punjab 
and Administrator of the 
Union Territory of Chan-
digarh.

Similarly Lakshman 
Prasad Acharya, cur-

rently the Governor 
of Sikkim, has been 
appointed as the Gov-
ernor of Assam and 
will also hold additional 
charge as the Governor 
of Manipur. Addition-
ally, the President has 
appointed K. Kailashna-
than as the Lieutenant 
Governor of Puducherry.

The President of India 
has accepted Banwarilal 
Purohit’s resignation as 
Governor of Punjab 
and Administrator of 
the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh. These 
appointments will take 
effect from the dates 
the appointees assume 
charge of their respec-
tive offices.

President Droupadi Murmu appoints 
New Governors in 9 States

BENGALURU, July 28 
(Agencies): Chief Jus-
tice of India D Y Chand-
rachud on Sunday said 
the trial Judges prefer 
playing safe by not 
granting bail on impor-
tant issues of crime 
when it is looked at with 
a degree of suspicion.

The Chief Justice 
underlined the need 
for a ‘sense of robust 
common sense’ to look 
at the nitty-gritty of each 
case.

“People who should 
be getting bail in the 
trial courts and not get-
ting it there, as a result 
of which, they have to 

invariably move the 
high courts. People 
who should be getting 
bail in the high courts 
will not necessarily get 
it, as a result of which, 
they have to move to 
the Supreme Court. 
This delay compounds 

the problem of those 
who are facing arbitrary 
arrests,” Justice Chand-
rachud said.

He was replying to a 
question at the end of a 
keynote address during 
the ‘11th Annual Con-
ference of the Berkeley 
Centre on Comparative 
Equality and Anti-Dis-
crimination’. The ques-
tion was on the arbitrary 
arrests.

The questioner said we 
seem to live in a society 
where one acts first and 
seeks forgiveness later. 
This has become par-
ticularly true for 

At 24.6°C, 
Sgr records 
season’s 
hottest 
night, 3rd 
highest 
minimum 
temperature 
in 132 years

SRINAGAR, July 28 
(Agencies): Srinagar, 
the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
recorded the hottest 
night of thr season at 
24.6 degree Celsius.

The temperature, how-
ever, was 5.8 degree 
Celsius above normal 
and was the third high-
est temperature in the 
last 132 years, informed 
an Independent Weath-
er Forecaster, Faizan 
Arif Keng to the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO).

The 2nd all-time high-
est minimum tempera-
ture was recorded on 26 
July 2021 at 24.8 degree 
Celius while the all-time 
highest temperature was 

NEW DELHI, July 28 
(Agencies): One more 
body was recovered 
from the flooded base-
ment of a coaching insti-
tute in Delhi’s Rajendra 
Nagar, taking the total 
tally of deaths to three.

The rescue teams 
recovered a third body 
from the basement. The 
search operation is still 
underway at the spot.

A group of students 
also staged a protest 
against the MCD at the 
spot after the recovery 
of bodies.

DCP Central, M Har-
shavardhan, urged all 
the students not to carry 
protests as it would 
hamper the rescue ser-
vices.

 “The bodies have 
been sent to the hospital 

for further legal action. 
Rescue operations are 
still underway. The water 
is being pumped out. 
There is still about seven 
feet of water in the base-
ment. I request the stu-
dent community to not 
come here and hamper 
the rescue services. 
We share their pain but 
coming here to the spot 
is not the solution. It will 
hamper the rescue ser-
vices,” he said.

Delhi Police said that 
due to very poor visibility 
and a flooded basement, 
divers and National 
Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) are still 
searching the spot.

Reacting to the inci-
dent, Fire Officer Atul 
Garg said, “A total of five 

Three students die after coaching 
institute basement flooded in 
Delhi’s Rajendra NagarCHANDIGARH, July 28 

(Agencies): The Punjab 
Police on Sunday said it 
has busted an interna-
tional drug network with 
the arrest of two persons 
and also recovered over 
Rs 1 crore cash from 
them.

The accused were 
working for two drug 
smugglers based 
abroad, said Direc-
tor General of Police 
Gaurav Yadav.

“In an intelligence-
based operation, @Pun-
jabPoliceInd busts inter-
national drug network, 
seizes over Rs 1 crore 
drug money and appre-
hends 2 operatives of 
foreign-based top drug 
smugglers Gurjant Singh 
Bholu & Kinderbir Singh 
@ Sunny Dyal,” Yadav 
said in a post on X.

The State Special 
Operation Cell, Amritsar 
has registered a case 
against the foreign-han-
dlers and two operatives 
for running an organised 

crime syndicate, he said.
“Recovery: Rs 1.07 crore 

drug money, 1 money 
counting machine, 1 car, 
and 2 mobile phones,” the 
DCP said.

Punjab Police busts International Drug 
Network, arrests two with Rs 1 Crore Cash

JAMMU, July 28 
(Agencies): Security 
forces have launched 
joint search operations 
in the border and moun-
tainous areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Poonch 
and Reasi districts after 
receiving information 
about suspicious move-
ments, officials said on 
Sunday.

The forces are on high 

alert and have urged 
residents to report any 
suspicious activities in 
their localities.

The officials said a 
massive joint search 
operation was initiated 
early Sunday in several 
areas along the Line of 
Control (LoC) near the 
Salotri-Mangnar forward 
area of Poonch district.

Joint search Op 
launched following 
suspicious movements in 
Poonch, Reasi
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Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: The 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) today cel-
ebrated its Silver Jubilee 
Foundation Day at the 
party headquarters in 
Jammu today. The event 
was attended by party 
leaders and workers 
from across the Jammu 
region.The function was 
presided over by Vice 
President Abdul Hamid 
Choudhary  and General 
Secretary Amrik Singh 
Reen.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Abdul Hamid 
Choudhary said the 
PDP had broken the 
monopoly of single party 
in the state by giving an 
alternative, which was 
the essence of real 
democracy. “Late Mufti 
Mohammad Sayeed 
has given people an 
alternative in the shape 
of the PDP, which has 
initiated a new political 
discourse.”He said the 
PDP had not deviated 
from its stand during the 

last 25 years. He said 
whether they formed 
coalition with the Con-
gress or the BJP, the 
stand of the party had 
remained the same and 
the PDP had never com-
promised on its resolve 
and policies under any 
circumstances. The 
PDP had pressed for 
dialogue to resolve the 
Kashmir issue and the 
party adopted the same 
tune in New Delhi, 
Jammu and Srinagar, 
he said.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Par ty General 
Secretary Amrik Singh 
Reen recalled three 
years of the Mufti gov-
ernment from 2002 to 
2005 and two years of 
government with BJP 
and said development 
had got impetus under 
the leadership of Meh-
booba Mufti who had 
also created a regional 
balance in the state.He 
asked PDP workers to 
stay united and work 
for peace and progress 

of the state.He empha-
sized the unwavering 
commitment of PDP 
towards the develop-
ment of Jammu region, 
asserting that the region 
has always been a top 
priority for the party. He 
accused the Bharatiya 
Janata Party  BJP of 
making hollow prom-
ises to lure the people 
for electoral gains. He 
questioned their credibil-
ity by asking why these 
parties failed to initiate 
significant development 

in the region during their 
tenure in power corri-
dors.

The gathering also 
witnessed speeches 
from various party lead-
ers, including Narinder 
Sharma who reached 
par ty headquar ters 
along with hundreds 
of his suppor ters. 
During his address , he 
addressed local issues 
and challenges faced by 
the people and stressed 
the importance of grass-
roots efforts in strength-
ening the party. India 
can become a Vishwag-
uru’ (global leader) of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s dreams as it has 
power, democracy and 
secularism but the road 
to achieving that goes 
through Jammu and 
Kashmir, Sharma said. 
He said that the party 
in unison again pledges 
to follow the agenda 
for which foundation of 
the PDP was laid in the 
year 1999 by the party 
founder Mufti Mohd. 
Sayeed. He added that 
the entire PDP leader-
ship will once again tell 
it to the world that it will 
follow the path and the 
footsteps of its beloved 
leader and take the 
state to the new scales 
of peace, prosperity and 
development.

PDP celebrates Silver Jubilee Foundation 
Day with great enthusiasm and fervor

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 28: 
The Department of Food, 
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA) 
through an official com-
munique has requested 
the e-Shram registrants 
who are left out in PDS 
to come forward and 
contact their respective 
Tehsil Supply Offices or 
Offices of the Assistant 
Directors for issuance of 
ration cards/ inclusion.

This is in line with the 
orders of the Supreme 
Court of India, to provide 
inclusion / ration cards 
to e-Shram registrants 
who are presently with-
out ration cards, but are 
eligible to take foodgrains 
under PDS.

The Depar tment 
towards its commitment 
to provide ration cards/ 
inclusion under PDS, as 
per the eligibility, to all 
left-out e-Shram portal 
registrants of J&K has 
also carried out special 
drives including camps 
organized on 2nd, 3rd 
February and 23rd, 24th 
of June 2024 across all 
the districts of Jammu & 
Kashmir in the respective 
Tehsil Supply Offices and 
in the offices of Assistant 
Directors.

The Department has 

also been approaching 
such registrants in whose 
case e-Shram registra-
tion could not establish 
inclusion in the PDS 
database, after matching 
of respective data. In its 
effort, till now the Depart-
ment has reached out to 
20656 such registrants in 
Kashmir Division. Out of 
these 18136 were found 
already enrolled in the 
ration cards and 2555 
registrants were found not 
having ration cards. Out 
of the 2555 registrants, 
1876 have been includ-
ed in the existing ration 
cards of their families and 
154 have been provided 
new ration cards, besides 
for remaining registrants 
either there was a mis-
match in Aadhaar details 
or they have failed to 
produce requisite docu-
ments.

In case of Jammu 
Division, till now 47297 
such registrants have 
been reached out by 
the Department. Out of 
these 39213 were found 
already enrolled in the 
ration cards and 8084 
registrants did not have 
ration cards. Out of the 
8084 registrants, 6671 
have been included in 
the existing ration cards 
of their families and 665 
have been provided new 

ration cards, besides for 
remaining registrants 
either there was a mis-
match in Aadhaar details 
or they have failed to 
produce requisite docu-
ments.

As per the official com-
munique the Department 
has also been approach-
ing these registrants, in 
whose cases a mismatch 
has come to fore, on their 
given phone numbers, 
however in many cases 
the contact numbers 
were either found to be 
unavailable or not in use 
or belonging to different 
persons.

The Department has 
now again requested 
all such e-shram regis-
trants, who do not have 
a ration card or have not 
been included in their 
entitled household ration 
card, to reach out to the 
nearest Tehsil Supply 
Office or the Office of 
Assistant Director along 
with the requisite docu-
ments including Aadhaar 
card, Domicile Certifi-
cate, Income Proof and 
e-Shram card for being 
considered for issuance 
of ration card or for inclu-
sion in their family ration 
card, as per eligibility.

Additionally the Depart-
ment has also asked all 
those PDS beneficiaries 

and e-Shram registrants 
who are also PDS ben-
eficiaries and who have 
not yet completed their 
eKYC with the Depart-
ment of Food, Civil Sup-
plies & Consumer Affairs, 
to complete this eKYC 
process at an earliest, to 
avoid any inconvenience 
they may face in future 
and to overcome any 
mismatch in their data 
details in PDS database. 
This EKYC process is 
required to be completed 
urgently as per orders of 
the Supreme Court.

As per the Department, 
around 83 per cent of 
the beneficiaries under 
NFSA and 65 per cent in 
Non Priority Households 
group have completed 
their eKYC so far. The 
remaining beneficiaries 
have been asked to com-
plete their eKYC at their 
nearest FPS or Govern-
ment sale centre urgently 
to avoid any inconve-
nience in future.

Further, it has also been 
informed that the PDS 
beneficiaries who are 
presently out of Jammu 
& Kashmir can also com-
plete their eKYC from 
anywhere in the coun-
try at the nearest FPSs 
as that feature has also 
now been enabled in the 
system.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: 
Surendera Verma’s 
intense dramatic cre-
ation enlivened Natrang’s 
Sunday Theatre when the 
play ‘Marnoprant’ under 
the direction of Balwant 
Thakur was presented 
at its Studio Theatre. 
For the audience it was 
something very new as 
two versatile actors dem-
onstrated the process of 
entering into character 
from the level of reading 
to ultimate stage action. 
Experience is something 
which matters and in the 
instant presentation, the 
experience of 50 years 
of stage acting of both 
the actors was visible in 
every moment of perfor-
mance. 

A strong comment on 
the man-woman rela-
tions, the play “Marno-
prant” revolves around 
a triangular love story. 
The playwright unfolds 
the whole episode after 
the death of a young lady 
whose husband and the 
lover meet for the first 
time. Their encounter 
reveals the minute intrica-
cies of man-woman rela-

tions and frustrations of 
extra marital affairs. Both 
embarrass each other by 
revealing the intimate 
moments they shared 
with the young lady.  The 
dramatic action becomes 
even more interesting 
when it is shown that the 
husband comes to know 
about the relationship 
after the death of his wife. 
He was not aware of the 

fact that she had almost 
abandoned him for her 
new lover. Ironically 
there is no occasion for 
the frustrated husband 
to even enquire the rea-
sons from his unfaithful 
wife. The playwright has 
exposed inner conflicts 
through a highly experi-
mental and intellectual 
thematic design. Suren-
dra Verma’s hold over 

handling of such complex 
themes and the construc-
tion of the unique dra-
matic structure is highly 
praiseworthy. Each word 
is interwoven in such a 
manner that the whole 
text becomes a poetry.

Arvind Anand who 
played the role of ‘Lover’ 
is the ultimate name of 
Acting in Jammu, has a 
long innings of almost 
five decades of acting 
experience, today estab-
lished the fact that expe-
rience matters. His hold 
over the character, throw 
of words and the magi-
cal power of transporting 
his audience along to his 
emotional journey was 
magnificent. He is the 
undisputed king of acting 
of Jammu theatre. Neeraj 
Kant who played as 
‘Husband’ equally recip-
rocated to his co-actor. 
He also holds a long list 
of accomplishments. His 
versatility was visible 
all through his perfor-
mance. Both the actors 
gave engrossing perfor-
mances.

The lights and the 
sound of the play were 
efficiently executed by 
Mohd. Yaseen.

All PDS left out e-Shram registrants asked to contact respective AD, 
Tehsil Supply Offices for ration cards/ inclusion : Dept of FCS&CA

Natrang Studio Theatre presents ‘Marnoprant’ 

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: J&K 
LG Manoj Sinha con-
gratulated Ace India 
shooter Manu secure 
a bronze medal in the 
final of the Women’s Air 
Pistol event in the ongo-
ing Paris Olympics 2024 
on Sunday.

In a post on X, LG 
Sinha said that “Many 
congratulations to shoot-

er @realmanubhaker for 
winning bronze medal for 
India in 10m Air Pistol 
event at #ParisOlym-
pics2024.

“What an amazing 
per formance! Proud 
moment for the whole 
nation,” he said.

Manu became the first 
Indian women to win a 
medal in shooting at 
Olympics.

Bhaker brought India’s 

first medal in the ongoing 
mega event as she won 
a bronze medal with a 
score of 221.7.

It was a redemption arc 
for Manu after her pistol 
malfunctioned in Tokyo 
Olympics. She scripted 
history by becoming the 
first Indian woman in 20 
years to reach an shoot-
ing final in an individual 
event of Olympics since 
Suma Shiruri n 2004.

LG Manoj Sinha congratulates ace 
Indian shooter Manu for securing 
bronze medal at Paris Olympics 2024
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By: Vijay Garg 

Today’s world is of 
technology. Mea-
sures like comput-

ers, internet, artificial intel-
ligence have made our work 
easier in many ways. During 
the Covid pandemic, the 
world had seen that due to 
these facilities there was no 
major disruption in its move-
ment. But this is one aspect 
of dependence on technol-
ogy, the other aspect is what 
was presented before 19. On 
July 2024, 5 lakh computers 
worldwide crashed due to a 
faulty technical update run-
ning on Microsoft Windows. 
ItsThe question is why this 
happened and whether the 
world can avoid such techno-
logical accidents. What hap-
pened after all that a minor 
update became a problem for 
the operation of computers. 
This data has been released by 
the Microsoft company itself 
that the problem that arose 
on July 19 caused a problem 
called ‘Blue Death of Screen’ 
(BDOS) on at least 85 lakh 
computers. The entire screen 
of computers is suddenly 
working due to this.The let-
ters turned sky blue and an 
error message started appear-
ing on them. Although such 
messages of errors remain 
local due to various activi-
ties on computers, but this 
time the problem was world-
wide. That’s why. This hap-
pened because CrowdStrike, 
another company to protect 
Microsoft computers from 
cyber attacks, had released an 
automatic ‘software update’ 
for all Microsoft comput-
ers, which kept on coming 
and leaving some flaws. As 
this software update begins, 
Microsoft WindowsThe com-
puters running on it stopped 
operating. Since this Comput-
ers are equipped with auto-
matic shutdown mechanisms 

when an internal (such as a 
hardware or motherboard 
problem) or external prob-
lem (such as a virus attack or 
cyber attack) occurs, so they 
may stop working as soon as 
a faulty software update is 
introduced. . In particular, 
the blue screens of millions of 
computers connected to the 
‘Clyde Network’ made it clear 
that their system had crashed. 
This software update, called 
CrowdStrike Falcon, is actu-
ally a cyber security tool, 
whichIt is designed to pro-
tect computers from vari-
ous cyber attacks. But there 
was a technical flaw in it. 
Therefore, the operation of 
computers equipped with 
Microsoft Windows stopped 
suddenly. There is a need to 
consider that in the present 
world, when there is talk of 
handing over all the work 
to internet based technolo-
gies and devices, what will 
happen to the world if there 
is an immediate ‘shutdown’. 
The artificial intelligence 
which is being touted as the 
cure for all diseases is not a 
blessing from the sky but it 
is also based on the Internet 
andThere is a system based 
on the network of comput-
ers, which is called Tuki Vhee 
Ki Ran’ Bhi’ Dha Dhawana 
Vadhna Method. There is also 
a possibility that some faulty 
system operating within it 
might do such a thing and the 
world would remain cheated. 
Today, the way hospitals are 
being run all over the world 
through the network of com-
puters connected to the Inter-
net, traffic control is being 
done, stock markets, reser-
vation systems and even the 
security systems of countries 
are based on them - in such a 
situation, if there is any tech-
nical flaw, all the arrange-
ments are being made. Can 
destroy in a single moment. 
It is noteworthy thatThere is 

no dearth of factors causing 
such technical flaws. This 
can happen due to cutting 
of the ‘cable’ laying under 
the sea providing internet 
services. This situation can 
occur in case of server fail-
ure due to power failure. This 
is a recent example of a soft-
ware glitch, but this can also 
happen due to a computer 
virus attack or a cyber attack 
by an enemy country. It is 
possible that the situation 
may worsen due to the sat-
ellites through which inter-
net or cloud internet services 
are being provided, getting 
hit by a solar storm. to say-
There are anti-viruses avail-
able to protect computers 
from viruses, there are many 
measures to prevent cyber 
attacks, but what about other 
technological disasters when 
a simple activity like a soft-
ware update can create such 
a big crisis. Go. The latest dig-
ital tsunami occurred when 
a company implemented a 
legitimate and possibly tried 
and tested technique like a 
software update. But imagine 
what happens when a hostile 
country, hacker or terrorist 
group deliberately unleashes 
a technological disaster on 
the world. What will be the 
result if I join forces? This is 
aIt is a strange irony that the 
Texas (America) based cyber 
security company Crowd-
Strike is responsible for pro-
tecting millions of computers 
running the ‘Aapre Operat-
ing System’ called Microsoft 
Windows from cyber attacks 
and keeping them run-
ning smoothly. A software 
update recently caused such 
a huge digital disaster. This 
company is considered an 
expert in cyber security. It is 
claimed that corporate net-
works and cloud networks 
of large companies, airlines, 
emergency services andThis 
company plays an important 

role in protecting connecting 
devices etc. from computer 
viruses, malware and hack-
ing. Especially companies 
using cloud network services 
take the services of Crowd-
Strike to keep their servers 
safe from cyber attacks and 
hacking. This company is 
said to play an important 
role in investigating cyber 
attacks around the world. But 
the latest incident has raised 
questions on the credibility 
of CrowdStrike company as 
well as Microsoft. Similarly, 
in 2010, antivirus manufac-
turing company McAfee was 
unaware of a mistake.Win-
dows XP PCs were discon-
tinued worldwide in 2015. 
There was a similar stir at 
that time also. It is not that 
this is the only incident of 
internet dependent cyber net-
work being disrupted. Small 
technical accidents happen 
frequently. Sometimes the 
server of ‘Meta’, the com-
pany that operates What-
sApp, Instagram, Facebook 
etc. gets stalled, and some-
times Google’s performance 
slows down. Cyber attacks 
and hacking have shocked 
the world. It is true that many 
tasks have become conve-
nient with the Internet and 
computers, butAs our depen-
dence on selected technology 
companies is increasing, we 
will have to be prepared for 
such technological disasters. 
How can a technological 
storm destroy a world which 
has turned into an island 
with the help of technological 
arrangements? The time has 
now come to remember this 
lesson and make arrange-
ments to avoid it.

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout 
Punjab)

By: Vinod 
Chandrashekhar  Dixit

Recently inDungar-
pur (Rajasthan), on 
the occasion of the 

101stbirth anniversary of 
famous singer Mukesh, a pro-
gram of ‘KabhiKabhi Mere 
Dil Mein’ was organized in 
the Darpan Auditorium at 
Shilpgram. Lovers Club and 
West Zone Cultural Center. In 
this, former Chief Secretary of 
Kerala IAS Dr.Vishwas Mehta 
enthralled the audience by 
presenting the songs sung 
by Mukesh with live orches-
tra.Dr. Mehta also shared 
unheard memories related to 
Mukesh and his songs.
Dr.Vishwas Mehta has got 

a similar voice and is known 
as a modern day Mukesh. 
Though Mehta is not trained, 
he loves to sing and use to 
perform during his school 
and college days. 
In the auditorium packed 

with Mukesh’s fans, Dr. 

Mehta won the hearts of the 
audience by singing KabhiK-
abhi Mere Dil...Koi Jab Tum-
haraHriday Tod De...along 
with many evergreen and sad 
songs of Mukesh.
Dungarpuris truly a gem city 

that adds a feather to the cap 
of Rajasthan tourism. Music 
lovers of Dungarpur were 
on a treat, with unforgetta-
ble masterpieces of the 50s, 
60s and 70s, including one 
of Mukesh’s last songs ‘Kab-
hieKabhie Mere Dil Mein’ 
from 1976 film KabhieKabhie.
Here, I would like to point 

out that Mukesh a legendary 
singer acquired the sobri-
quet of ‘tragedy king’ in the 
film industry for his nasal 
voice that conveyed agony, 
sorrow and pathos like no 
other. What’s more, nearly 
five decades since his pass-
ing, emerging singers con-
tinue to breathe life into his 
music. Nearly five decades 
after his death, Mukeshchan-
dMathur aka Mukesh’s songs 
are a slow burn for Indian 

movie junkies. A self-taught 
man, Mukesh who was a 
non-matriculate, went to a 
Pashtu school and only wrote 
in Urdu. He could not read 
Hindi; all his song books were 
in Urdu. “But over a period of 
time, he managed to learn and 
speak English impeccably.” 
He had the voice that could 
paint a thousand shades of 
melancholy. One could feel 
the tenderness and joy in his 
voice ; his singing style was 
unparalleled.
Secretary of Music Lovers 

Club TinuMandawat and 
President Dr. Reena Rathore 
told that the outline of this 
musical program organized in 
collaboration with West Zone 
Cultural Center was prepared 
by the patron of Music Lovers 
Club and former Chief Sec-
retary of Kerala Dr.Vishwas 
Mehta and he presented the 
songs sung by Mukesh along 
with his fellow artists. A 
large number of music lovers 
including the club’s chief 
advisor Dr.Prem Bhandari, 

Chinmay Dixit were present.
One of Mukesh’s last songs 

was ‘Kabhiekabhie mere dil-
meinkhayalaatahai’ (‘Kab-
hieKabhie,’ 1976) which 
fetched him a Filmfare award, 
posthumously. Dr. Mehta 
brought to life Mukesh’s time-
less melodies, offering the 
audience a harmonious blend 
of nostalgia, intense emo-
tions.  All of Mukesh’s songs 
are his favourite because he 
loves his voice and Mukesh’s 
voice stirs something inside 
him. It’s not so easy to emu-
lateMukesh’s voice without 
passion and feelings. 

Vinod Chandrashekhar  
Dixit

dixitpatrakar@yahoo.
in

B-15 Jyoti-Kalash 
Society,

Jodhpur Tekra
Satellite

Ahmedabad – 380 015

Natural calamities in India 
pose significant challeng-
es due to the country’s 

diverse geographical and climatic 
conditions. India experiences a wide 
range of natural disasters, includ-
ing earthquakes, floods, cyclones, 
droughts, landslides, and forest 
fires, each with varying impacts on 
human lives, infrastructure, and 
the environment. Earthquakes are 
a common natural disaster in India, 
primarily due to its location on mul-
tiple tectonic plates. The Himalayan 
region, particularly the northern 
states of Jammu and Kashmir, Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and 
parts of northeastern India, are most 
prone to earthquakes. The devastat-
ing earthquakes in Bhuj (Gujarat) in 
2001 and Latur (Maharashtra) in 
1993 highlighted the country’s vul-
nerability, causing significant loss 
of life and infrastructure damage. 
Floods are another recurring nat-
ural calamity in India, affecting 
millions of people annually. Mon-
soon rains, rivers overflowing their 
banks, and cyclonic storms in coast-
al areas contribute to severe flood-
ing. States like Assam, Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Kerala are particularly 
prone to floods, impacting agricul-
ture, infrastructure, and causing 
displacement of communities. The 
2013 Uttarakhand floods and the 
2018 Kerala floods were among the 
most devastating in recent history, 
resulting in extensive loss of life 
and property. Cyclones are frequent 
along India’s eastern and western 
coastlines during the pre-monsoon 
and post-monsoon seasons. The 
Bay of Bengal witnesses cyclones 
such as Phailin (2013) and Amphan 
(2020), while the Arabian Sea expe-
riences cyclones like Cyclone Tauk-
tae (2021). These cyclones bring 
strong winds, heavy rainfall, storm 
surges, and widespread damage to 
coastal areas, necessitating evacu-
ation efforts and relief operations.  
Droughts are another significant 
natural calamity in India, affect-
ing agricultural productivity, water 
availability, and livelihoods, espe-
cially in arid and semi-arid regions. 
States like Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, and Karnataka often 
face prolonged dry spells leading 
to water scarcity, crop failure, and 
distress migration. Droughts exac-
erbate poverty and food insecurity, 
requiring drought relief measures 
and long-term water management 
strategies. Landslides occur fre-
quently in hilly and mountainous 
regions, triggered by heavy rainfall, 
deforestation, and seismic activity. 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, 
and parts of the Western Ghats are 

EDITORIAL

101st birth anniversary of Soulful Mukesh

Growing Fears of Technological Disaster

NATURAL 
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Top News Report

ARNIA, July 28: Shiv 
Sena Hindustan activists 
led by J&K President Pt 
Rajesh Kesri today held 
strong  protest against 
government over short-
age of staff at Govt Hos-
pital in Arnia town and 
in order to show their 
resentment, activists 
torched effigy of Govt and 
raised slogans against 
govt. Speaking on the 
occasion, Kesri accused 
Govt for increasing the 
difficulties and miseries 
of border villages of  Bish-
nah constituency.  He 
said the people of Arnia 
and other border villages 
of  Bishnah are facing 
lot of hardships and dif-
ficulties as development 
in the area is stand still 
and people are devoid 
of regular electricity and 
drinking water and badly 
damaged roads.

Kesri said that the Arnia 
Hospital lacks emer-
gency Medical facilities. 
He demanded that Govt  
should  made a full fledge 
well equipped hospital in  
boarder town of Arnia 
as many times Pakistan 
unprovoked firing takes 

many precious lives of 
the people this border 
belt.He accused Govt of 
its failure on all fronts in 
giving stable and effec-
tive governance.  He 
criticized BJP for a steep 
price rise of essential 
commodities of daily 
use. The lower middle 
class and poor families 
are feeling crushed with 
the brunt of price rise. He 
alleged that BJP is prov-
ing anti- poor and anti- 
farmer party of India and 
asked people to teach 
them a strong lesson 
at the time of elections. 
From lack of fuel in ambu-
lances to unavailability of 
experts to provide criti-
cal care, health facilities 
remain poor.

Kesri claimed that two 
ambulances are staying 
idle due to no drivers and 
demanded that before 
arranging other facilities 
,Govt should immedi-
ately arrange two driv-
ers for ambulances so 
that critical patients can 
be taken to Govt Medi-
cal College and hospital 
timely. He also requested 
the Member of Parlia-
ment to bring into notice 
of Lt Governor and tell 

him about the pitiful con-
dition of the hospital and 
how if any accident hap-
pens, it will be difficult to 
save patients due to lack 
of ambulance driver here. 
People take patients to 
GMC on Scooters and 
Motorcycles, which is a 
black spot for the govern-
ment. The government 
should take care of the 
hospitals in the border 
areas because these 
are small hospitals, but 
still primary help is pro-
vided from there  and 
later when they have to 
be taken to the Medical 
College, an ambulance 
is required, for that we 
want the government to 
provide a driver there 
as soon as possible so 
that people can get some 
relief.Kesri assured the 
people of Arnia area 
that he will fight for their 
rights and demands.  
Prominent among those 
present included Balveer 
Kumar, Balwant Fauji, 
Suresh Kumar, Rajkumar 
Baba, Sanjeev Sharma, 
Rajesh Kumar, Dheeraj 
Kumar, Darshana Devi, 
Neeru Devi, Rajni Devi, 
Poli Devi, Geeta Devi, 
Vijay Devi. 

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: The 
Sadguru of Sahib Ban-
dagi Shri Madhuparam-
hans Ji Maharaj, while 
delighting the congrega-
tion with the nectar of his 
discourses at Mishriwala 
Jammu today, said that 
both sin and virtue are 
fetters. One of iron and 
one of gold. Both kinds 
of fetters bind. The soul 
has no connection with 
the karma even remotely. 
Who is getting the karma 
done? Sahib is saying 
that the power itself gets 
the karma done and itself 
gives the punishment in 
the form of pain. All the 
karmas are done by the 
mind. First of all, the 
resolution arises. Sup-
pose, the mind says that 
it wants to visit Mumbai. 
First this wave arises. 
Everyone is flowing in the 
waves of the mind and no 
one is able to understand 
these waves.

The soul is beyond both 
good and bad karmas.

First the resolution 

arises that it wants to visit 
Mumbai. If the soul is out 
of the resolution option, 
then it means that the 
resolution is being gen-
erated by someone else. 
The mind is deciding 
whether there is money 
to travel or not. The soul 
is just giving energy. If 
the soul does not give 
energy, then the plan of 
travelling is over. Sahib 
is saying that if the mind 
goes, let it go, but hold 
on to the body. Do not 
go from the body. Then 
the mind will not be able 
to do anything. Energy 
belongs to the soul. Sahib 
called the soul a swan. O 
swan, give up the hope of 
action. That is why Sahib 
did not establish Karma 

Yoga. He did not estab-
lish Gyan Yoga either. 
Sahib spoke of Surati 
Yoga. The five physical 
body does not belong 
to the soul. It belongs 
to the five physical ele-
ments. Sahib said that 
O swan, this cage is not 
yours. Tamas and Rajas 
feelings arise in it. This 
is done by the mind. This 
is not the soul. When 
Tamas feelings arise, a 
man commits sinful acts. 
When Rajas feelings 
arise, a man tries to get 
bodily pleasures. The 
mind makes us do all this. 
The soul has no connec-
tion with action and nei-
ther can the soul commit 
sinful acts. Being a part 
of God, the soul is pure. 
It cannot commit sinful 
acts. You can think that 
then some evil force is 
making us commit these 
sinful acts. There is a lot 
of trouble inside. Demons 
in the form of lust, anger, 
greed, attachment and 
ego are sitting and taking 
us towards sin and then 
pain is given to the soul.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 28: 
A significant welcome 
meeting was recently 
held in Srinagar under the 
esteemed supervision of 
State Chairman MSME 
PCi J&K, Shri Jahangir 
Ahmad. 

The event was marked 
by the presence of key 
members of the core 
committee, including Shri 
Fayaz Ahmad Bhat  work-
ing Chairman Msme PCI 
), Shri Ashiq Hussain Dev 
Ji (Treasurer and Vice 
Chairman Organization), 
Shri Syed Basit (Circle 
Director Anantnag), Shri 
Suhail Khanday (District 
Director Anantnag), and 
other essential members. 
The meeting was an 
opportunity to announce 
the appointment of sev-
eral distinguished indi-

viduals to pivotal roles. 
Shri Mohammad Iqbal 
Batt has been appointed 
as State Vice Chairman. 
A retired District Officer 
from KVIB, Shri Iqbal Ji 
brings a wealth of experi-
ence that will be instru-
mental in advancing the 
interests of the State 
team. 

Addit ionally, Aqib 
Ahmad Bagwan, a nota-
ble figure from Chinab 
Valley, has been appoint-
ed as Circle Director for 
the Chinab Valley region. 
Tanveer Ahmed Indrabi 
has been named Senior 
District Director for Doda, 
while Dilawer Hussain will 
serve as Deputy Director 
for Doda. 

These appointments 
are a testament to the 
ongoing commitment to 
enhancing the efficiency 
and effectiveness of 

financial and employ-
ment initiatives across 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
The supreme vision of 
National Chairman Msme 
PCI Shri Vijay Kumar Ji 
and National Deputy Vice 
Chairman Shri Ashiq 
Beigh Ji remains focused 
on facilitating hassle-free 
access to finances and 
employment projects for 
the unemployed youth 
of the region.The meet-
ing underscored the col-
lective dedication of the 
newly appointed officials 
and core committee 
members to drive for-
ward the organization's 
mission and vision. With 
their combined expertise 
and leadership, the team 
is poised to make signifi-
cant strides in addressing 
the needs and aspirations 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
youth.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Saras-
wati Kala Sangam Musi-
cal night was organized 
in the memory of late 
famous singer Moham-
mad Rafi* *In which chief 
guest BJP leader Chan-
drapal Chandel Hindu-
vadi* *BJP senior leader 

Guruji Raju Chandel lit 
the lamp and started the 
program*

The program was 
organized by Shri Manoj 
Bhalla Shri Kapil Guruji.

On this occasion, 
well-known artist singer 
Bhumika Malik Jyoti Jas 
Shahid Apoorv Sharma 
along with other well-

known singer artists 
rocked the event.

On this occasion, BJP 
senior leader Guruji Raju 
Chandel while talking 
to journalists said that a 
film artist does not have 
any caste or community, 
he is a free bird A person 
who always entertains the 
people and creates good 
thoughts and spreads 
good ideas among the 
people. Late Moham-
mad Rafi was also such 
a great personality who 
depicted every aspect of 
society through his songs 
and always presented an 
example of a lively person. 
His songs are still sung on 
every occasion and cele-
bration. Such persons are 
born only once in a while 
and the coming genera-
tions will always remember 
them through their songs.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Pro-
fessor Dr. R.K. Uppal has 
been appointed principal 
of Guru Gobind Singh 
College of Manage-
ment and Technology 
(GGSCoM&T), Gidder-
baha. A prolific writer, 
a Man of Letters, an 
eminent academician, 
a research stalwart, 
and the most ingenious 
guide, Dr. Rajinder 
Kumar Uppal has 
received accolades not 
only from the academic 
world but also from the 
genre of research. Dr. 

Uppal is also the MTC 
Global Chair Professor 
of Banking and Finance 
and Research Profes-
sor at the Indian Insti-
tute of Finance.  He is 
also a visiting professor 
at several national and 
international institutions/
universities. He is also 
a professor of practice 
in finance at Narayana 
Engineering College, 
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh.  
Dr. Uppal has 87 books 
on his credit and has 
completed seven post-
doctoral major research 
projects at UGC and 
ICSSR, New Delhi. As 

well as publishing an 
Encyclopedia on the 
Indian Banking Industry, 
he has also authored 35 
national and international 
patents. In addition to 
being a member of many 
professional research 
bodies, he serves on the 
advisory board of numer-
ous research journals. It 
was under the guidance 
of General Secretary S. 
Gurcharan Singh that he 
joined the GGS Group 
of Institutions as a prin-
cipal. He expressed his 
gratitude to the Badal 
family for appointing him 
principal.

Patient suffer due to lack of 
facilities at Govt hospital 
in Arnia town: Kesri

Madhuparamhans delivers 
religious sermons 

New appointments and welcoming 
ceremony held in Srinagar under 
leadership of State Chairman MSME PCI

Musical night concludes Mohammad 
Rafi was a great singer artist : Chandel

Dr. Uppal appointed as Principal 
of  GGSCoM&T

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Pro-
vincial Joint Secretary, 
JKNC Ankush Abrol today 
reiterated the resolve of 
NC leadership to provide 
ample job opportunities 
to unemployed youth and 
curtail the inflation, as and 
when the party forms Gov-
ernment in J&K.

While interacting with 
youth, Ankush Abrol 
assured the youth that NC 
will not leave any stone 
unturned for the cause 
of unemployed youth.” 
NC has always worked 
for youth and its past rule 
in J&K is a testimony to 
that.”

Flaying the anti-public 
as well as anti-youth poli-
cies adopted by the BJP 
party, Abrol said that all 
the promises made by the 
BJP party have fallen flat 
with educated pushed into 
deep unemployment crisis 
due to policy paralysis of 
BJP Govt.

“The administration is 
imposing tax after tax on 
the people but has failed 
to mitigate their suffer-
ings which include rock-
eting prices of essential 
commodities”, he added. 
He said that the National 
Conference will oppose all 
the anti-people policies of 
the government and will 
fight tooth and nail to bring 
justice.

He alleged that the 
smart city project with 
crores of rupees is a big 
scandal as all is based on 
paper work, but on ground 
nothing much visible has 
been done vis-a-vis huge 

allocation of funds.
Abrol further said that 

the present government 
has increased the elec-
tricity bills since the last 
5 years but there is no 
regular power supply. 
Despite the humid and 
hot weather, the present 
LG administration is not 
worried to minimise the 
problems of the public. 
He added that scarcity of 
electricity leads to drinking 
water scarcity with regu-
lar interruption of water 
supply, he bemoaned.

In his address, Dr Vikas 
Sharma Coordinator 
Jammu District (Urban) 

and Zonal Secretary high-
lighted the plight of unem-
ployed youth and sought 
employment packages 
for them. He also called 
for financial assistance/
stipend to unemployed 
youth till they get a job or 
establish their business.

Dr Vikas also said that 
before 5th August 2019 
Jammu used to be called 
as City of temples when 
people were getting all 
basic facilities like drink-
ing water, power and 
clean roads. But, sadly, 
after August 5th 2019 
Jammu city was painted 
as Smart City with people 
now facing tremendous 
problems with regard to 
drinking water supply, 
electricity as even roads 
connecting streets are in 
broken conditions. Instead 
different taxes are being 
imposed upon the public 
on the pretext of provid-
ing amenities, but there is 
none to listen for redressal 
of public grievances. 

Therefore, the public is 
appealed to apply the 
sagacity of mind before 
using their vote in the 
coming assembly elec-
tions.

While sharing the 
achievements and good 
work done by National 
Conference during its 
governance, Dr. Vikas 
Sharma disclosed that 
during NC Government 
when Omar Abdullah 
was Chief Minister, he 
provided Degree College 
in each tehsil of erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir as even buildings and 
faculty were also made 
available to start function-
ing of colleges. But this 
government did nothing 
to improve the structural 
facilities in the colleges, 
he added.

Those who spoke on the 
occasion include, Arunpal 
Singh NCSU Provincial 
Working President, Mass-
rat Malik, Vinod Kumar, 
Abishek Uppal and others.

Don’t make people scape-goats for sake of 
development: Abrol to LG admin

‘Youth holds potential to bring change in system’: Dr Vikas

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Two 
Days Sensitization Pro-
gramme on “The relevant 
provisions of BNSS on 
arrest, remand and bail 
with special reference to 
the Role of Trial Judges 
in ensuring just, fair and 
speedy trial (as guaran-
teed under article 21 of 
the constitution)” was 
organized by J&K Judi-
cial Academy for Judicial 
Officers (Sr./Jr. Division) 
across the Jammu Divi-
sion along with Trainee 
Civil Judge (Jr. Division) 
through physical as well 
as virtual mode which 
concluded today at J&K 
Judicial Academy, Jani-
pur, Jammu.

The brain storming 
deliberations of day one 
had already set the tone 
and tenor of the second 
day orientation. On the 
second day, the ses-
sion was conducted by 
Y.P. Bourney, Director, 
J&K Judicial Academy, 
who discussed that way 
back in the year 1994, in 
Joginder Kumar versus 
State of U.P. emphasised 
that arrest shouldn’t be 
made simply because 
police have the power to 
do so.

He added that in the 
constitutional scheme, 
paramountcy is given 

to the liberty and power 
to arrest must be exer-
cised only as a necessity. 
Therefore, any person 
facing accusation of being 
in conflict with law is first to 
invoke the bail jurisdiction 
of court. He emphasised 
the judicial approach in 
the light of precedents 
and guidelines including 
the various judgments of  
Supreme Court titled Sid-
dharth vs. State of UP; 
Satender Kumar Antil vs. 
CBI, etc.

All the sessions were 
interactive during which 
all the participants active-
ly participated and shared 
their experiences, and 
also discussed various 
aspects of the subject 
topics. They also raised a 
number of queries which 
were answered satisfacto-
rily by the worthy resource 
person.

The programme was 
concluded by Yash Paul 
Bourney, Director, J&K 
Judicial Academy with 
thanking one and all for 
making the programme a 
great success.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Jammu 
and Kashmir Bahujan 
Samaj Party (BSP) general 
secretary and media head 
Rajesh Gupta on Sunday 
took strong exception of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that he is not able to 
settle internal issues of the 
country and challenging 
Pakistan from the border.

Gupta maintained that 
there are plenty of social 
evils which are ruined the 
country. For the last ten 
years of his administration 
there is no difference in 
corruption, crime rate, nep-
otism and PM don’t see 
the ground realities even 
film industry has become 
so cheaper and females 
are facing so much sexual 
abuse but these things 

knowingly ignored.
Who is responsible for 

the sudden spurt of terror 
attacks particularly in 
Jammu region. BJP gov-
ernment says that violence 
has reduced since 2019, 
when it revoked a consti-
tutional provision that gave 
the region special autono-
my. But there seems to be 
a sharp uptick in violence 
in recent months, particu-
larly in Jammu, stoking 
fears of militancy returning 
to that region.

The attacks occurred in 
Rajouri, Poonch, Doda, 
Kathua, Udhampur, Reasi 
and other areas of the 
Jammu division. Like the 
Kashmir valley, Jammu 
too is near the Line of Con-
trol, the de facto border 
with Pakistan.

Focus on people, not 
capitalists,” the BSP 
leader said , hoping that 
the Prime Minister “real-
izes 140 crore Indians 
are greater than (>>>)”. 
“Whatever that needs to be 
done to uphold truth, jus-
tice and peoples’ rights will 
be done, earlier too and 
always in the future.” “And 
most importantly, we hope 
BJP focuses on saving 
lives, not saving face this 
third term,” Gupta said.

Two day sensitization programme 
for Judicial Officers concluded at 
J&K Judicial Academy

PM Modi never notices 
ground realities of 
country: Rajesh Gupta
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On familiar turf

Rachel Leviss opens up about ADHD diagnosis: ‘I always just 
thought i was stupid’

Bad Newz actor Triptii Dimri admits planning 
to start auditioning for Western projects: ‘Even 
if I get a small part…’

“Kabhi narm kabhi garm… 
that is the job of an actor.” So 
believes versatile and gifted 
actor Pavan Malhotra, who in 
his long innings has essayed 
a variety of roles. Stepping 
once again into the shoes of 
a badman in his current series 
Pill wherein he plays a greedy 
pharma king, he says, “Nega-
tive character is no less or more 
challenging than any other part.”

If devil is in the details, the 
details are in the script and in 
the hands of a director like Raj 
Kumar Gupta, who has given 
us powerful films like No One 
Killed Jessica, the path to the 
character is lit up anyway. Of 
course, it’s up to the actor to 
see and navigate accordingly. 
While acting, for the National 
Award winning actor is a think-
ing job, Pavan also believes in 
the dictum ‘bhole man se kar lo’. 
Hence, the process has to be 
both spontaneous and organic. 
And those who think, oh once 
again a turbaned Sikh charac-
ter, he is mighty amused, “as if 
all Sikhs are the same.”

On OTT he has essayed the 
part of turbaned Sikh in three 
out of the five shows, such as 
the much-acclaimed Tabbar. 
But, he also points out how 
each one, including his Sikh 
portrayals in movies like Jab We 
Met and Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, 

are diametrically different. This 
Delhi-bred Punjabi loves to play 
a Sikh, which helps him recon-
nect with his roots and the land 
of his ancestors and the Gurus 
who taught Punjabis to be brave 
among many other things.

While Pill streaming on Jio 
Cinemas deals with a signifi-
cant issue of unethical drug 
trials and unscrupulous meth-
ods employed by the pharma 
industry, he can’t say whether 

he consciously picks up sub-
jects of social relevance. He 
avers, “What you are part of is 
very important, but as an actor 
I would like to do all kinds of 
genres.”

For him a masala movie 
Mubarakan is as important 
as thought-provoking Salim 
Langde Pe Mat Ro. For some-
one who has essayed many 
Muslim characters too, includ-
ing in 72 Hoorain which ran 

into controversy, he does not 
think he needs to apologise on 
count of the community’s rep-
resentation in films. “Many like 
Tiger Memon in Black Friday 
are based on real stories and 
nowhere are we denigrating 
Islam or Muslims.”

Though he may proclaim, 
‘mein bahut dara hua actor 
hoon’ and processes every new 
part, as if he were acting for the 
first time, insecurity is certainly 
not his hallmark. He not only 
recommends good movies like 
Laapataa Ladies effusively, but 
even actors and feels his co-
actor in Pill, Riteish Deshmukh, 
like all good actors has been 
underutilised.

As for his personal trajectory, 
he has had the good fortune of 
working with the very best — 
Saeed Akhtar Mirza, Goutam 
Ghose, Rakeysh Omprakash 
Mehra, Imtiaz Ali, clearly there 
isn’t much on his wishlist as he 
has played the 360 degree arc. 
All, the Nukkad actor wants is 
— the show must go on… Soon 
to be seen in TVF’s legal drama 
Court Kacheri, he believes in 
looking at the big picture. And 
always tells other aspiring 
actors, “Chitrahar mein mat 
atke raho… don’t be hemmed in 
by mera kya scene hai… Look 
at the film in entirety, for if the 
film works, you will.”

Rachel Leviss recent-
ly shared her story of 
being diagnosed with 
undiagnosed ADHD 
during childhood on her 
podcast, Rachel Goes 
Rogue. She explained 
that the change in status 
after receiving a diagno-
sis was profound for her.

Leviss, 29 years old, 
reflected on her school 
years and pointed out 
that they were very diffi-
cult. She said, “I always 
just thought I was stupid 
because I couldn’t pass 
my multiplication tables 
test, and I couldn’t read 
as well as the other kids 
in class,” the Vander-
pump Rules alum said. 
“I just thought I wasn’t 
intelligent.”

It was not until college 
that Leviss was formally 

diagnosed with inatten-
tive ADHD, a common 
form of ADHD marked 
by problems with atten-
tion and concentration, 
the ability to complete 
tasks, and organization.

When Rachel Leviss 
found out that she had 
ADHD, she noted that 
getting a diagnosis felt 
like she had been living 
with a disability that was 
invisible to her her entire 
life. She found out that 
a diagnosis allowed her 
take charge of her situ-
ation, get appropriate 
support, and improve 
her life.

“I realized that I had 
been living with an invis-
ible disability my whole 
life,” she said. “Once I 
was diagnosed, I was 
able to take control of 

my life a little bit more 
and to get the accommo-
dations that I needed to 
succeed in school. That 
truly was life-changing 
for me.”

During her podcast epi-
sode titled Rachel Goes 
Rogue, Leviss intro-
duced listeners to the 
process of masking with 
the help of Paige Layle, 
an autistic and ADHD 
activist. Most people 
wear masks when inter-
acting in public, and this 
could reduce the chance 
of an AS person being 
as he or she is.

“When you mask, 
you’re unable to be 
authentically yourself,” 
Leviss said. “You just 
process things a dif-
ferent way, and you’ve 
worked your whole life 

taking in data from other 
people and figuring out 
what the social norms 
are and, you know, shift-
ing things inside of your-
self to present a certain 
way so that you could 
survive socially,” Layle, 
author of But Everyone 
Feels This Way: How an 
Autism Diagnosis Saved 
My Life, explained about 
masking.

Leviss described how 
masking affects one’s 
ability to be genuine, 
while Layle, author of 
But Everyone Feels 
This Way: Sharing their 
experience of masking, 
How an Autism Diagno-
sis Saved My Life, went 
deeper into explaining 
that masking is about 
constantly fitting into 

society and changing 
oneself to survive in it.

Rachel Leviss opens 
up about masking

Leviss explained that 
masking, although it is 
helpful to protect one-
self and others, also 
erases people’s true 
selves. She explained 
that masking puts you 
in front of a persona 
that you think people 
wish to meet, which, in 
essence, hinders them 
from addressing one 
another.

“When you do that, it 
does keep you safe, but 
it also takes away your 
authenticity,” she said. 
“You become lost and, 
like, you’re presenting 
yourself in the way that 
you think other people 

need to perceive you.”
Leviss was aware of 

the fact that she was 
unable to be herself 
and pretended to be 
someone she was not 
for quite some time just 
to stay alive. For this 
reason, she lost touch 
with many of her friends 
because she was pre-
tending to be someone 
she was not.

“And, like, to be safe, I 
needed to not be myself, 
whoever that person 
was. I’ll just be what 
it looks like everyone 
wants me to be. Then 
how could I not be safe? 
But then I had so many 
connections that weren’t 
real at all,” she contin-
ued. “Because I wasn’t 
real.”

Triptii Dimri is currently 
enjoying the success of 
her recently released 
film Bad Newz, in which 
she stars alongside 
Vicky Kaushal and 
Ammy Virk. 

The actress has 
received critical acclaim 
for her role in the 
romantic comedy, and 
the movie has been a 
commercial hit at the 
box office. 

Recently, Dimri spoke 
about her aspirations 
in Hollywood and her 
desire to work on inter-
national projects.

Triptii Dimri expresses 
a desire to work in Hol-
lywood movies 

According to reports, 
actress Triptii Dimri 
is currently searching 
for an agent to repre-
sent her in Western 
film industries. She is 
open to taking on even 
small roles if they could 
advance her career.

In a recent interview 
with Variety, Dimri 

revealed her “plans to 
begin auditioning for 
Western projects” and 
expressed her enthusi-
asm for the way actors 
work in those markets. 
“Even if I get a small 
part somewhere, I think 
it will be really helpful 
because I love the way 
actors work there,” she 
said.

Triptii Dimri on the 
work front 

On the professional 
front, Dimri has a busy 
schedule with several 
projects lined up. 

She is set to make a 
splash on the big screen 
with Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3, 
the third installment of 
the popular horror-com-
edy franchise. In this 
film, she stars alongside 
Kartik Aaryan, Vidya 
Balan, and Madhuri 
Dixit.

Agency initially report-
ed in April 2023 that a 
sequel to the 2018 film 
Dhadak, which featured 
Janhvi Kapoor and 

Ishaan Khatter, was in 
development with Sid-
dhant Chaturvedi and 
Triptii as the leads. 

The sequel, produced 
by Dharma Productions 
and directed by Shazia 
Iqbal, has been offi-
cially announced and is 
scheduled for release on 
November 22, 2024.

Her second film of the 
year is Vicky Vidya Ka 
Woh Wala Video, fea-
turing her opposite Raj-
kummar Rao. A fun video 
from the set, shared by 
both Triptii and Raj-
kummar, garnered a 
positive response from 
viewers. Directed by 
Raaj Shaandilyaa, this 
comedy-drama is set to 
be released on October 
11, 2024.

Furthermore, a follow-
up titled Animal Park is 
also in the works. Fea-
turing Ranbir Kapoor 
and Triptii Dimri, among 
others, this film is antici-
pated to start production 
in 2026.

Taapsee Pannu can’t tamp down 
on her excitement as she is all set 
to enthral fans with upcoming proj-
ects Phir Aayi Hasseen Dillruba and 
Khel Khel Mein. Recently, the makers 
unveiled the trailer of the former film 
while a new song, Hauli Hauli, released 
from the latter. 

‘Both films are so diverse’
“It’s been an overwhelming start to 

both my films with such warm reception 
to Phir Aayi Hasseen Dilruba’s trailer 
and the first song drop of Khel Khel 
Mein. Both films are so diverse not just 
in their genre but also how my character 
is. It’s just coincidental that they both 
are releasing soon after my birthday, so 
I’m hoping this shall be that big party of 
entertainment from my side to my audi-
ence for the month of August. And I’m 
praying to receive the gift of love from 
them,” she said.

Phir Aayi Hasseen Dilruba trailer

The trailer shows Rani (Taapsee) and 
Rishu’s (Vikrant Massey) attempts to 
move on from their tumultuous past, 
however, they face new challenges in 
their lives. With new characters like 
Abhimanyu (Sunny Kaushal), there is 
more new twist in the life of Rani and 
Rishu.

Officer Mritunjay, also known as Montu 
Chacha and played by Jimmy Shergill, 
heightens the tension. He’s a new ace 
officer with a personal vengeance, out 
to uncover Rani and Rishu’s web of 
deceit. With the cops back on their trail, 
the pair resorts to their old, twisted tac-
tics of staying together, wondering who 
they can trust in a world where danger 
lurks around every turn.

Directed by Jayprad Desai, written and 
co-produced by Kanika Dhillon and pro-
duced by Aanand L Rai’s Colour Yellow 
Productions and Bhushan Kumar’s 
T-Series Films. The trailer has already 
intrigued audiences. The Netflix film will 
release on August 9.

Hauli Hauli song
The hook step of the song Hauli Hauli 

from Khel Khel Mein seems to be taking 
over the nation. The film is directed by 
Mudassar Aziz and will be released on 
Independence Day.

Produced by Bhushan Kumar, Krishan 
Kumar, Vipul D Shah, Ashwin Varde, 
Rajesh Bahl, Shashikant Sinha and 
Ajay Rai, the film “aims to redefine the 
comedy-drama genre, offering a roll-
ercoaster ride of emotions that tran-
scends the ordinary. Save the date for 
this cinematic delight, poised to leave 
audiences in splits and craving for 
more,” as per the statement.

Jagdeep Sidhu is the creative genius 
behind the much-celebrated Punjabi 
franchise Qismat. If Bollywood has 
Imtiaz Ali-AR Rahman-Irshad Kamil 
combo then Pollywood has a golden 
trio — B Praak, Jaani and Jagdeep 
Sidhu.

Jagdeep announces, “Soon, you will 
see us working on a Bollywood project. 
This time, I feel fortunate to have these 
two people by my side.”

Before making it big in Pollywood, 
Sidhu tried his luck in Bollywood. 
Sharing one such anecdote, he says, 
“I wrote Qismat for Bollywood in Hindi 
and narrated it to Varun Dhawan. But 
things din’t work out. Later, his film, Sui 
Dhaaga clashed with Qismat at the box 
office. Qismat did better than the former 
in Punjab and Delhi. Varun called to 
inquire if Qismat was the same film that 
he refused. But I consider myeself for-
tunate as the genre was unexplored in 
Punjab. Getting Jaani onboard was also 
one crucial step in my film’s success.”

Jagdeep’s principle is ‘to be honest 
with the story’. “When it comes to story-
telling, I always strive to be honest. I’m 
never afraid to narrate my stories to at 
least 25-30 people first. For me, their 
expressions, feelings and reactions act 
as the judging factor,” he says.

After lending dialogues and screen-
play for Saand Ki Aankh and Srikanth, 
respectively, Sidhu now gears up for his 

solo screenplay debut with sequel Son 
of Sardar 2.

Challenge accepted
Sidhu debuted as a talk show host with 

The Jagdeep Sidhu Show. The show is 
not about creating controversies but to 
provide a platform to artistes to share 
their experiences with the audience.

On the challenges involved, he says, 
“Being a shy person myself, I find it 
quite difficult to ask questions. Also, I 
have to tread carefully, making sure I 
respect the boundaries of my guests. I 
wouldn’t ask something that might hurt 
their feelings.”

Taapsee Pannu on her films 
releasing in her birthday 
month: ‘A big party’

After the success of Jatt and Juliet 
3, filmmaker Jagdeep Sidhu is all 
set for a Bollywood project

Jab We Met, Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, Tabbar and now Pill — as Pavan Malhotra 
dons the turban once again for his latest web series, the actor says he loves playing 

a Sikh as it helps him reconnect with his roots
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Tamil Nadu to open Mettur Dam for Kuruvai 
cultivation after Cauvery review meet

Did Manipur CM meet PM Modi separately also 
to discuss situation in his state, asks Congress

“Failure Of Basic Maintenance”: Delhi Lt Governor 
On Coaching Centre Deaths

CHENNAI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin 
held a review meeting 
on Sunday with authori-
ties on Cauvery water 
management and decid-
ed to open the Mettur 
Dam for Kuruvai crop 
irrigation.

The release of water 
from the Mettur Dam, 
which was supposed 
to happen at the begin-

ning of July, had to be 
postponed as water 
from Karnataka was 
not released. Tamil 
Nadu raised objec-
tions after Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah decided not to 
release the amount of 
water recommended 
by the Cauvery Water 
Management Authority 
(CWMA), citing a lack of 
rainfall.

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment held an all-party 
meeting and decided to 
approach the Supreme 
Court if necessary.

However, following 
heavy rainfall in the 
Cauvery water catch-
ment areas, the water 
level in the Mettur Dam 
rose to 109.20 ft with 
77.30 TMC of water. The 
Mettur Dam is receiv-

ing 1.48 lakh cusecs of 
excess water from four 
Karnataka dams, and 
as per weather predic-
tions, rain is expected 
to continue in the areas, 
ensuring water availabil-
ity for three more days.

MK Stalin held a review 
meeting with authorities 
and decided to open the 
Mettur Dam by 3 pm on 
July 28, initially releas-
ing 12,000 cusecs of 
water. He also held a 
video conference with 
the concerned district 
collectors, instructing 
them to manage the 
water release and facili-
tate the ‘Aadi Perukku’ 
festival.

The water released 
from the Mettur Dam 
will be used for Kuruvai 
(long-term) paddy culti-
vation in 13 districts.

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): The Con-
gress on Sunday said 
the people of Manipur 
are asking whether 
Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh, who attended 
two meetings chaired 
by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi here the 
day before, also met 
him one-on-one to dis-
cuss the situation in the 
violence-hit state and 
invite him there.

Congress general 
secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam 
Ramesh said the Mani-
pur chief minister 
attends the NITI Aayog 
meeting in New Delhi on 

Saturday presided over 
by “the self-anointed 
non-biological PM”.

“Then the Manipur CM 
attends a meeting of 
BJP CMs and Deputy 
CMs presided over by 
the same deity,” he said.

“The simple question 
that the people of Mani-
pur are asking is this: 
Did Shri N. Biren Singh 
meet with Shri Narendra 
Modi separately one-on-
one and discuss the sit-
uation in Manipur, which 
started burning on the 
night of May 3rd 2023?” 
he said.

Did Biren Singh invite 
Modi to visit Manipur, 
either before or after his 

trip to Ukraine, Ramesh 
asked.

Manipur plunged into 
violence between the 
Meitei and Kuki com-

munities in May, 2023. 
Since then some 200 
people have been killed 
and thousands dis-
placed.

Biren Singh, who was 
here to attend a con-
ference of CMs from 
BJP-ruled states on 
Saturday, said he reaf-
firmed his unwavering 
commitment to serve the 
nation by strengthening 
the party and upholding 
its core values and ide-
ology.

Singh had also attend-
ed the ninth NITI Aayog 
Governing Council 
meeting during the day, 
and said it deliberated 
on various strategies 
aimed at expediting the 
nation’s progress and 
addressing the obsta-
cles faced by different 
regions.

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): Delhi Lt 
Governor VK Saxena 
on Sunday directed the 
divisional commissioner 
to submit a report on 
the incident at a coach-
ing centre in Rajinder 
Nagar where three 
civil service aspirants 
were killed due to rain-
induced flooding in the 
basement.

He said the incident 
points to “criminal 
neglect” and lack of 
“basic maintenance” by 
concerned agencies.

Mr Saxena said he is 
deeply anguished by 
the incident of death of 
the civil services aspi-

rants. “That this should 
happen in the Capital 
of India is most unfor-
tunate & unacceptable,” 
he said in a post on X.

“Reportedly 7 other 
citizens have died due 
to electrocution in the 
past few days. My deep-

est condolences to the 
families of those who 
have lost their lives. You 
are in my thoughts and 
prayers,” he said.

Mr Saxena said he has 
been keeping a close 
watch over the situation 
and has monitored the 

rescue operations by 
Delhi Police and the fire 
department personally.

“These incidents 
clearly points towards 
criminal neglect & fail-
ure of basic mainte-
nance & administration 
by concerned agencies 
& departments,” he said 
in another post.

“Drainage in the city 
and related infrastruc-
ture, as also required 
efforts and endeavours 
to address these have 
apparently collapsed, Mr 
Saxena said.

He added that the inci-
dent is indicative of the 
“larger malaise of mis-
governance that Delhi 

has been subjected to 
during the last decade 
or so”.

The role of coaching 
institutions and land-
lords in not ensuring 
basic safety of students, 
who pay hefty fees and 
rents, away from their 
homes needs to be 
looked into, the LG said.

“What has been hap-
pening is unpardonable 
and such issues can no 
more be glossed over. 
I have asked the Divi-
sional Commissioner to 
submit a report, cover-
ing every aspect of the 
tragic incident by Tues-
day,” he added.

MUMBAI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): Shiv Sena 
UBT leader Sanjay Raut 
on Sunday said the 
“insult” of West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee at the NITI 
Aayog meeting held in 
New Delhi a day ear-
lier was not good for 
democracy.

States have several 
issues which need to be 
addressed and muting 
the microphone of a 
chief minister doesn’t 
suit democratic norms, 
Raut told reporters.

Banerjee on Saturday 
walked out of a NITI 
Aayog meeting chaired 
by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, claim-
ing she was unfairly 

stopped midway through 
her speech, a charge 
denied by the govern-
ment asserting that her 
speaking time was over.

Banerjee, the only 
opposition leader to 

attend the meeting, 
alleged her microphone 
was switched off after 
five minutes of her 
speech while other chief 
ministers, including from 
Andhra Pradesh, Goa, 

Assam and Chhattis-
garh, were allowed to 
speak for a longer dura-
tion.

“The money which is 
distributed by the Centre 
belongs to the people 
of India. It is collected 
as various taxes. What 
did Maharashtra get.. 
Our chief minister came 
back empty handed,” 
Raut said in a swipe at 
the ruling alliance under 
Eknath Shinde.

Asked about NCP (SP) 
leader Sharad Pawar’s 
externment comment 
about Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, Raut 
claimed cases were 
dropped after the Naren-
dra Modi-led NDA came 
to power.

JAMSHEDPUR, Jul 
28 (Agencies): Two per-
sons including a woman 
were killed in elephant 
attack in Jharkhand’s 
East Singhbhum dis-
trict, a forest official said 
on Sunday.

A septuagenarian man 
was crushed to death by 
a pachyderm when he 
went out to relieve in a 
forest

Chauthia village in the 
early hours of Sunday, 
the official said.

The elephant attacked 
the old man suddenly 
and dragged him to a 
distance before killing 
him.

In another incident, 
an elderly woman was 

killed under the debris 
of a wall that collapsed 
in an attack by a wild 
elephant in Dighi village 
late on Saturday night.

The woman identi-
fied as Baso Hansdah, 
a widow, was sleep-
ing when the elephant 
attacked her house and 
broke the wall, which fell 
on her.

Divisional Forest Offi-
cer (Dhalbhum) Saba 
Alam Ansari confirmed 
both incidents.

He said details of the 
incident were being 
awaited.

On being informed of 
the incidents, a forest 
department team rushed 

to the spot to investigate 
it.

Meanwhile, in protest 
against the incidents 
of elephant attack, 
enraged villagers put 
up a road blockade on 
Sunday morning on 
Chakulia-Matiyana main 
road demanding ade-
quate compensation.

Forest department offi-
cials and police rushed 
to the spot and assured 
to look into their demand 
as per the provisions of 
the forest department, 
SDPO (Ghatsila) Ajit 
Kumar Kujjur said.

He said both bodies 
have been sent for post-
mortem examination.

T H I R U V A N A N -
THAPURAM, Jul 28 
(Agencies): A woman 
was injured and admit-
ted to the government 
hospital here after she 
was fired at allegedly 
by a masked female 
attacker. The injured 
was identified as Shiny, 
aged 39, of Vanchiyoor 
in the state capital city.

According to Bhas-
karan Nair, father-in-
law of the victim, a 
woman, who was wear-
ing a hood and had her 
face covered, arrived at 
their residence here on 
Sunday morning and 
enquired about Shiny.

The woman informed 
Nair that there was a 

courier for Shiny and 
that it could be handed 
over only to her after 
getting her signature.

Shiny came out and 
when she was about to 
receive the courier, the 
woman fired at her and 
in a reflex she put out 
her right hand and was 
injured in the palm. The 
masked woman immedi-
ately fled from the spot.

Thiruvananthapuram 

City Police Commis-
sioner Sparjan Kumar, 
who reached the spot, 
told media persons that 
the firing was done with 
an air gun. 

He said that the police 
have commenced a 
detailed investigation.

Shiny is working as a 
Public Relations Officer 
with a government body. 
Her husband is working 
in the Maldives.

Mamta Banerjee’s ‘insult’ at NITI 
Aayog doesn’t suit democratic norms, 
claims Sanjay Raut

Two killed in separate elephant 
attacks in Jharkhand

Kerala woman shot at by 
masked female attacker

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday said that 
Khadi Gramodyog’s business 
has crossed Rs 1.5 lakh crore 
for the first time and asserted 
that the rising sales of Khadi 
and handloom were creating 
new job opportunities in large 
numbers.

In his Mann Ki Baat monthly 
radio broadcast, Modi said 
many people who would not 
be using Khadi products earlier 
now wear them with great pride.

“The Khadi Gramodyog’s busi-
ness has crossed Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore for the first time. Do you 
know how much sales of Khadi 
have gone up ‘400 per cent’. 
The rising sales of Khadi and 
handloom are creating new job 
opportunities in large numbers,” 

he said.
Mostly women are associated 

with this industry so they are 
benefitting the most, he added.

“You must be having different 
types of clothes and till now 
if you have not bought khadi 
clothes then start buying them,” 
Modi said.

With the start of the Paris 
Olympics, the prime minister 
said the games give our athletes 
a chance to hoist the national 
flag at the international level. 
He urged people to encourage 
them and ‘Cheer for Bharat’.

During the broadcast, he also 
interacted with Indian students 

who performed very well in 
the recently held Mathematics 
olympiad.

“A few days ago, an Olympics 
took place in the world of math-
ematics also: the International 
Mathematics Olympiad. 

Indian students have per-
formed very well in this Olym-
piad. Our team won four gold 
medals and one silver medal,” 
Modi said.

The prime minister also hailed 
the inclusion of the ‘ Moidams’ 
in Assam in the UNESCO 
world heritage list and said it 
is a matter of immense joy for 
every Indian.

He also recalled unveiling the 
tallest statue of the great Ahom 
warrior Lachit Borphukan, a 
symbol of indomitable courage 
and bravery.

Khadi, handloom sales rising, creating job opportunities 
in large numbers: PM Modi in ‘Mann Ki Baat’

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 (Agencies): 
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday condoled 
the death of three IAS aspirants due 
to waterlogging in the basement of a 
building here, and said common people 
are paying the price for unsafe con-
struction, poor town planning and irre-
sponsibility of institutions at every level.

The three civil services aspirants died 
after the basement of the building hous-
ing a coaching centre in central Delhi’s 
Old Rajinder Nagar area was flooded 
following heavy rain, officials said.

In a post in Hindi on X, Gandhi said, 

“The death of students preparing for 
competitive exams due to waterlogging 
in the basement of a building in Delhi is 
very unfortunate. A few days ago, a stu-
dent died due to electric shock during 
the rains.” 

He expressed heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved families.

“This collapse of infrastructure is a 
combined failure of the system. The 
common citizen is paying the price of 
unsafe construction, poor town plan-
ning and irresponsibility of institutions at 
every level by losing his life,” the former 
Congress chief said.

A safe and comfortable life is the right 
of every citizen and the responsibility of 
governments, Gandhi asserted.

The Delhi Police on Sunday arrested 
the owner and coordinator of the coach-
ing centre where three students died 
due to flooding following heavy rains, 
officials said. 

Police have booked them under 
charges of culpable homicide among 
others, they said.

People paying price for unsafe 
construction: Rahul Gandhi on 
coaching centre incidentModi also interacts with Indian students who performed well in the 

recently held Mathematics olympiad
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WASHINGTON, Jul 28 
(Agencies): Kamala Harris, the 
presumptive presidential nomi-
nee of the Democratic party, 
has called herself the underdog 
in the race to the White House 
but expressed confidence that 
she would win in November 
due to her people-powered 
campaign. 

In her first fundraiser since 
becoming her party’s candi-
date for president, Harris told 
supporters that this year’s elec-
tion was a choice between two 
visions for the country — one 
looking toward the future and 
one that wants to undo the 
country’s progress.

“We are the underdogs in this 
race. Level set, ok. We are the 
underdogs in this race, but 
this is a people-powered cam-
paign,” Vice President Harris 
said, addressing a group of 800 
fundraisers in Pittsfield, Mas-
sachusetts.

“This is a people-powered 
campaign and we have 
momentum,” Harris, 59 said.

During the fundraiser on Sat-
urday, she raised USD 1.4 mil-
lion as against the original goal 
of USD 400,000. 

Amidst loud applause from 
the audience, she said that 
her campaign has “earned the 
support of enough delegates to 
secure the Democratic nomina-

tion.” 
“What kind of country do we 

want to live in? Do we want to 
live in a country of freedom, 
compassion and rule of law or 
do we want to live in a coun-
try of chaos, fear and hate?” 
she asked as she continued 
to attack her Republican rival 
Donald Trump, 78. She hoped 
that former president Trump 
would agree to do a debate 

with her. 
“You may have seen he just 

pulled out of our debate. I hope 
he reconsiders because we 
have a lot to talk about,” Harris, 
who has Indian roots, said. In 
her speech, she described her 
background as a prosecutor. 

“In those roles, I took on per-
petrators of all kinds. Predators 
who abused women, fraudsters 
who ripped off consumers, 
cheaters who broke the rules 
for their own gain. So hear 
me when I say, I know Donald 
Trump’s type,” she said.  

She alleged that Trump was 
spreading lies against her. 
“You may have noticed; Donald 
Trump has been resorting to 
some wild lies about my record. 
And some of what he and his 
running mate are saying, well, 
it’s just plain weird. I mean 
that’s the box you put that in,” 
she said.

Kamala Harris calls herself an underdog, touts her 
campaign as ‘people powered’

JERUSALEM, Jul 
28 (Agencies): Israel’s 
foreign ministry on 
Sunday said that Hez-
bollah had “crossed all 
red lines” with a rocket 
strike blamed on the 
Lebanese armed group 
that killed 12 young-
sters on the annexed 
Golan Heights.

“Saturday’s massacre 
constitutes the crossing 
of all red lines by Hez-
bollah. This is not an 
army fighting another 
army, rather it is a 
terrorist organisation 
deliberately shooting at 
civilians,” the ministry 

said in a statement.
Iran-backed Hezbol-

lah, which on Satur-
day claimed multiple 
attacks on Israeli mili-
tary positions follow-
ing a deadly raid on 
southern Lebanon, has 
denied responsibility 
for the strike that hit the 
Golan Heights town of 
Majdal Shams.

The foreign ministry 
said “an Iranian rocket” 
caused the deaths of 
“our boys and girls”.

“Hezbollah is the only 
terror organisation 
which has those (rock-
ets) in its arsenal”, it 

said.
“Israel will exercise 

its right and duty to act 
in self-defence and will 
respond to the massa-
cre.”

The military said the 
rocket attack killed 12 
people aged between 
10 and 20 years when 
they were hit on a 
football field in Majdal 
Shams, a Druze town 
where many residents 
have not accepted 
Israeli nationality since 
the Golan Heights was 
seized from Syria in 
1967.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who 
was returning early 
from a visit to the 
United States, vowed 
that “Israel will not let 
this murderous attack 
go unanswered”.

He was due to head 
a security commit-
tee meeting later on 
Sunday, his office said.

Israel says Hezbollah ‘crossed all 
red lines’ after Golan rocket fire

Harris alleges that Trump was spreading lies against her

Venezuelan election could lead to seismic shift in politics or 
give President Maduro six more years

Bangladesh students vow to resume protests 
unless leaders freed

CARACAS, Jul 28 (Agencies): 
The people of Venezuela are 
voting Sunday in a presidential 
election whose outcome will either 
lead to a seismic shift in politics or 
extend by six more years the poli-
cies that caused the world’s worst 
peacetime economic collapse.

Whether it is President Nicolás 
Maduro who is chosen, or his 
main opponent, retired diplomat 
Edmundo González, the election 
will have ripple effects throughout 
the Americas. Government oppo-
nents and supporters alike have 
signaled their interest in joining the 
exodus of 7.7 million Venezuelans 
who have already left their homes 
for opportunities abroad should 
Maduro win another term.

Polls open at 6 a.m. local time. 
The number of eligible voters is 
estimated to be around 17 million.

Authorities set Sunday’s elec-
tion to coincide with what would 
have been the 70th birthday of 
former President Hugo Chávez, 
the revered leftist firebrand who 
died of cancer in 2013, leaving his 
Bolivarian revolution in the hands 
of Maduro. But Maduro and his 
United Socialist Party of Venezu-
ela are more unpopular than ever 
among many voters who blame 
his policies for crushing wages, 
spurring hunger, crippling the oil 

industry and separating families 
due to migration.

Maduro, 61, is facing off against 
an opposition that has managed to 
line up behind a single candidate 
after years of intraparty divisions 
and election boycotts that torpe-
doed their ambitions to topple the 
ruling party.

González is representing a coali-
tion of opposition parties after 
being selected in April as a last-
minute stand-in for opposition pow-
erhouse Maria Corina Machado, 
who was blocked by the Maduro-
controlled Supreme Tribunal of 
Justice from running for any office 
for 15 years.

Machado, a former lawmaker, 
swept the opposition’s October 
primary with over 90% of the vote. 
After she was blocked from joining 
the presidential race, she chose a 
college professor as her substitute 
on the ballot, but the National Elec-
toral Council also barred her from 
registering. That’s when González, 
a political newcomer, was chosen.

Sunday’s ballot also features 
eight other candidates challenging 
Maduro, but only González threat-
ens Maduro’s rule.

Venezuela sits atop the world’s 
largest proven oil reserves, and 
once boasted Latin America’s most 
advanced economy. But it entered 

into a free fall after Maduro took the 
helm. Plummeting oil prices, wide-
spread shortages and hyperinfla-
tion that soared past 130,000% led 
first to social unrest and then mass 
emigration.

Sanctions from U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
seeking to force Maduro from 
power after his 2018 reelection — 
which the U.S. and dozens of other 
countries condemned as illegiti-
mate — only deepened the crisis.

In recent days, Maduro has criss-
crossed Venezuela, inaugurating 
hospital wards and highways and 
visiting rural areas where he had 
not set foot in years. His pitch to 
voters is one of economic security, 

which he underscores with stories 
of entrepreneurship and referenc-
es to a stable currency exchange 
and lower inflation rates.

The capital, Caracas, saw an 
increase in commercial activity 
after the pandemic, bolstering an 
economy the International Mon-
etary Fund forecasts will grow 
4% this year — one of the fastest 
in Latin America — after having 
shrunk 71% from 2012 to 2020.

“They tried to subjugate our 
people,” Maduro said of the United 
States during his closing rally 
Thursday in Caracas, “but today 
we are standing tall and ready for 
victory on the 28th of July.”

But most Venezuelans have not 

seen any improvement in their 
quality of life. Many earn under 
$200 a month, which means fami-
lies struggle to afford essential 
items. Some work second and third 
jobs. A basket of basic staples — 
sufficient to feed of family of four 
for a month — costs an estimated 
$385.

The opposition has tried to seize 
on the huge inequities arising from 
the crisis, during which Venezu-
elans abandoned their country’s 
currency, the bolivar, for the U.S. 
dollar.

González and Machado focused 
much of their campaigning on Ven-
ezuela’s vast hinterland, where the 
economic activity seen in Caracas 
in recent years didn’t materialize. 
They promised a government that 
would create sufficient jobs to 
attract Venezuelans living abroad 
to return home and reunite with 
their families.

An April poll by Caracas-based 
Delphos said about a quarter of 
Venezuelans were thinking about 
emigrating if Maduro wins Sunday. 
The poll had a margin of error of 
plus or minus 2 percentage points.

Most Venezuelans who migrated 
over the past 11 years settled in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 
In recent years, many began set-
ting their sights on the U.S.

Both campaigns have distin-
guished themselves not only for 
the political movements they rep-
resent but also on how they have 
addressed voters’ hopes and fears.

Maduro’s campaign rallies fea-
tured lively electronic merengue 
dancing as well as speeches 
attacking his opponents. But after 
he caught heat from leftist allies 
such as Brazilian President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva for a comment 
about a “bloodbath” should he lose, 
Maduro recoiled. His son told the 
Spanish newspaper El Pais that 
the ruling party would peacefully 
hand over the presidency if it loses 
— a rare admission of vulnerabil-
ity out of step with Maduro cam-
paign’s triumphalist tone.

In contrast, the rallies of 
González and Machado prompted 
people to cry and chant “ Freedom! 
Freedom! ” as the duo passed by. 
People handed the devout Catho-
lics rosaries, walked along high-
ways and went through military 
checkpoints to reach their events. 
Others video-called their relatives 
who have migrated to let them 
catch a glimpse of the candidates.

During a rally in mid-May, 
González, 74, asked supporters 
to imagine “a country in which our 
airports and borders would be filled 
with our children returning home.”

DHA K A, Jul 28 
(Agencies): A Bangla-
deshi student group 
has vowed to resume 
protests that sparked 
a lethal police crack-
down and nationwide 
unrest unless several 
of their leaders are 
released from custody 
on Sunday.

Last week’s violence 
killed at least 205 
people, according to an 
agency count of police 
and hospital data, in one 
of the biggest upheavals 
of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s 15-year tenure.

Army patrols and 
a nationwide curfew 
remain in place more 
than a week after they 
were imposed, and 
a police dragnet has 
scooped up thousands 
of protesters including 
at least half a dozen stu-
dent leaders.

Members of Students 
Against Discrimina-
tion, whose campaign 
against civil service 
hiring rules precipitated 
the unrest, said they 
would end their week-
long protest morato-

rium.
The group’s chief 

Nahid Islam and others 
“should be freed and 
the cases against them 
must be withdrawn”, 
Abdul Hannan Masud 
told reporters in an 
online briefing late Sat-
urday.

Masud, who did not 
disclose his location 
because he was in 
hiding from authorities, 
also demanded “vis-
ible actions” be taken 
against government 
ministers and police 
officers responsible for 
the deaths of protesters.

“Otherwise, Students 

Against Discrimination 
will be forced to launch 
tough protests” from 
Monday, he said.

Islam and two other 
senior members of the 
protest group were 
on Friday forcibly dis-
charged from hospital 
in the capital Dhaka and 
taken away by a group 
of plainclothes detec-
tives.

Earlier in the week 
Islam told agency he 
was being treated at 
the hospital for injuries 
police inflicted on him 
during an earlier round 
of detention and said he 
was in fear for his life.

Home minister Asa-
duzzaman Khan told 
reporters Friday that the 
trio were taken into cus-
tody for their own safety 
but did not confirm if 
they had been formally 
arrested.

Police told agency on 
Sunday that detectives 
had taken two others 
into custody, while a 
Students Against Dis-
crimination activist told 
agency that a third had 
been taken on Sunday 
morning.

At least 9,000 people 
have been arrested 
nationwide since the 
unrest began according 

to Prothom Alo, Ban-
gladesh’s largest daily 
newspaper.

- Jobs crisis -
Protests began this 

month over the rein-
troduction of a quota 
scheme reserving more 
than half of all govern-
ment jobs for certain 
candidates.

With around 18 million 
young Bangladeshis 
out of work, accord-
ing to government fig-
ures, the move deeply 
upset graduates facing 
an acute employment 
crisis.

Critics say the quota 
is used to stack public 
jobs with loyalists to the 
ruling Awami League.

The Supreme Court 
cut the number of 
reserved jobs last week 
but fell short of protest-
ers’ demands to scrap 
the quotas entirely.

Prime Minister Hasina 
has ruled Bangladesh 
since 2009 and won 
her fourth consecutive 
election in January after 
a vote without genuine 
opposition.

BEIJING, Jul 28 
(Agencies): Eleven 
people were killed after 
a mudslide hit a house in 
southeastern China on 
Sunday as heavy rains 
from a tropical storm 
drenched the region, 
state media said.

Elsewhere in China, 
a delivery person on a 
scooter was killed Sat-
urday after being hit by 
a falling tree in Shang-
hai, apparently because 
of strong winds related 
to the storm, according 
to The Paper, a digital 
news outlet.

The deaths were the 
first in China that appear 
linked to Typhoon 
Gaemi, which weak-
ened to a tropical storm 
after making landfall on 
Thursday. Before reach-
ing China, the typhoon 
intensified monsoon 
rains in the Philippines, 
leaving at least 34 dead, 
and swept across the 
island of Taiwan, where 
the death toll has risen 
to 10, authorities said 
late Saturday.

The mudslide struck 
the house about 8 a.m. 

in Yuelin village, which 
falls under the jurisdic-
tion of Hengyang city in 
Hunan province, state 
broadcaster CCTV said 
in a series of online 
reports.

An earlier report 
said that 18 people 
were trapped by the 
mudslide, and that six 
injured people had been 
rescued. It wasn’t clear 
in the latest report if one 
other person remained 
missing. The reports 
didn’t say who was stay-
ing in the house, which 
was was rented for tem-
porary stays.

There was no informa-
tion on whether the inju-
ries were serious.

The reports said the 

mudslide was triggered 
by water rushing down 
the mountains from 
heavy rains. They didn’t 
mention Gaemi but the 
China Meteorological 
Administration said that 
rain tied to the tropical 
storm hit southeastern 
parts of Hunan province 
on Saturday.

In Shanghai, a photo 
posted by The Paper 
showed a delivery 
scooter on its side 
mostly covered by leafy 
branches near the still-
standing barren trunk 
of a tree. It said storm-
related winds were the 
suspected cause, and 
that the investigation 
was continuing.

11 killed by mudslide in China 
as heavy rains from tropical 
storm Gaemi drench region
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Joint search Op launched 
following suspicious 

movements in Poonch, 
Reasi

They added that there was intelligence 
about the suspected movements along the 
LoC, following which thorough searches 
involving a substantial number of Army, 
CRPF, and Special Operations Group 
(SoG) personnel were launched covering 
various areas.

The operation is still underway, they said 
in the afternoon.

Similarly, in Reasi district, police and 
security forces launched a cordon and 
search operation in the Dadoya area of 
Poni after a woman reported seeing two 
suspicious individuals on the outskirts of 
the village, officials said.

Dozens of search operations have been 
conducted in the past fortnight following 
reports of suspicious movements across 
various districts of the Jammu region.

These operations have been deemed 
necessary in wake of 15 terror incidents in 
the Jammu region in past 50 days, result-
ing in the loss of lives of 10 security person-
nel, including two officers, as well as nine 
pilgrims and injuries to 58 others.

Judges should use a 
sense of robust common 

sense in bail petitions: 
CJI D Y Chandrachud

public authorities acting in a politically 
motivated manner by detaining activists, 
academics, journalists and even politicians, 
including the chief ministers of opposition 
parties, he said.

According to him, all of these actions are 
taken with deep trust in the face of justice 
coming very slowly.

In reply, Justice Chandrachud said the 
Supreme Court has been constantly trying 
to convey that part of the reason for it is that 
there is an inherent distrust in the institu-
tions within the country.

“I think it’s important that we learn to trust 
people who may be in a hierarchical legal 
system, like much below, which are the 
trial courts. We have to encourage trial 
courts to be more receptive to the need for 
accommodating concerns of people who 
are seeking liberty,” the CJI said.

“Unfortunately, the problem today is this, 
that we look at any grant of relief by trial 
judges with a degree of suspicion. That 
means that the trial judges increasingly 
are playing it safe, not granting bail on 

important issues of serious crimes,” he 
explained.

According to the CJI, judges have to look 
at the nitty gritties and see the fine prints 
of each case.

“You (judges) have to have a sense of 
robust common sense. Now, unless we, 
therefore, separate the grains from the 
chaff in criminal jurisprudence, it’s very 
unlikely that we will have just solutions and 
to allow for decision makers to separate 
the grain from the chaff, it’s important that 
we also place a great deal of trust,” Justice 
Chandrachud noted.

“I think that’s my concern that you can’t 
render courts as in the hierarchy as you go 
up dysfunctional, just by the number of very 
small cases that are placed before us”.

According to him, most of the cases 
should not have come to the Supreme 
Court at all.

“The reason why we are prioritising bail 
is to send this message across the nation 
that those at the most incipient levels of 
the decision-making process have to do 
their duties without this feeling that. I’ve 
been disgusted that my career will be on 
the line,” the CJI underlined.

Three students die after 
coaching institute 

basement flooded in 

Delhi’s Rajendra Nagar
fire vehicles reached the spot after we 

received the information at around 7.15 
pm. We pumped the water out and recov-
ered the dead bodies of two girls. Around 
three children were feared to be trapped. 
Two have been recovered. We will recover 
the third one also as soon as the water 
resides. Our operation will conclude in 
some time. There were 30 students in the 
basement, three were trapped while others 
escaped.”

Slamming the AAP government, Delhi 
BJP Chief Virendra Sachdeva said that the 
corruption in Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
should be inquired.

 “There should be an inquiry into the cor-
ruption of Arvind Kejriwal, Atishi and their 
government. Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion’s corruption should be inquired. There 
should be an inquiry as to why the drainage 
was not cleaned. Will they order an inquiry 
into this?” he said.

At 24.6°C, Sgr records 
season’s hottest night, 

3rd highest 
minimum temperature 

in 132 years

recorded at 25.2 degree Celsius on 21 
July 1988, he said.

Pertinently, the parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir are expected to witness a significant 
decline in the temperature as there is a 
possibility of rains in the Union Territory 
from torrmow.

Today’s night temperature in Srinagar 
was comparable to the daytime tempera-
tures usually experienced in mid-May, he 
said.

Two injured after 
attacked by Bear in1 

Ladhoo Pampore
they were attacked by a bear in Ladhoo 
area of Pampore in south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district on Sunday.

An official told the news agency Kashmir 
Scroll that a bear attacked two persons in 
Nagbal Ladhoo Khrew Pampore resulting 
in injuries to them.

They have been identified as Mohammad 
Aslam son of Sona Khan resident of Ladoo 
and Talib Hussain Khan son of Mohammad 
Iqbal resident of Ladoo.

Both the injured have been shifted to SDH 
Pampore for treatment, he said.

He added that the Wildlife Department 
has been called and locals have requested 
the department to capture the wild animal 
at an earliest.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: 
Social activist Dr. Preeti 
Bhagat organized a 
free medical camp at 
magowali village of of 
Suchetgarh assembly 
constituency. During the 
camp, Dr. Preeti Bhagat 
and her team conducted 
free checkups of more 
than 100 patients and 
distributed medicines to 
them. People who came 
to the camp for checkup 
said that usually social 
organizations organize 
medical camps only 

once or twice a year, but 
the passion of Dr. Preeti 
Bhagat takes out time 
from her busy schedule 
and organizes camps in 
some village every week. 
The villagers said that by 
getting checkups done in 
such camps, they remain 
aware of their health. 
Otherwise they do not 
have the facilities to get 
their health checkup 
done. Dr. Preeti Bhagat 
said that the passion for 
social service has been 
in her mind since the 
beginning. She wants 
to do something for 

the society. This was 
the purpose of joining 
the medical profession 
and now she is serving 
people through this pro-
fession. 

Such camps will be 
continued in future also. 
Dr. Preeti Bhagat also 
gave many tips to the 
people who came to 
the camp for checkup 
to stay healthy without 
medicines. SHe said that 
if you follow a good rou-
tine and maintain proper 
eating habits, you can 
stay safe from diseases 
to a great extent.

Dr preeti bhagat organised free medical 
camp, distributed medicines

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: All 
Jammu Based Reserved 
category Employees 
Association Kashmir 
(AJBRCEAK ) has once 
again demanded early 
notification of Compre-
hensive Transfer Policy, 
speaking in a an emer-
gency meeting of asso-
ciation convened by 
Chairman AJBRCEAK Sh 
Vipen Kumar in Anantnag 
said that this is the right 
time to notify much await-
ed comprehensive trans-
fer policy for Employees 
appointed on inter-district 
basis in Kashmir Division 
. Chairman AJBRCEAK 
retriated that LG Admin-
istration has promised to 
frame a Comprehensive 
Transfer policy for all 
Jammu based reserved 
category employees and 
committee for the pur-
pose also constituted in 
2022 ,Now we hope govt. 
will come up with notifica-
tion soon" .

While highlighting the 
concerns of Jammu 
Based Employees Sh 

Vipen Kumar urged divi-
sional administration 
Kashmir to pass neces-
sary instructions  regard-
ing genuine issues of 
employees more par-
ticularly issues like leave 
settlement order of all the 
remaining Departments, 
Examption in  Biometric 
Attendance system and 
govt  accommodation for 
Inter District employees 
posted in Kashmir. 

We Anticipate more pos-
itive steps in coming days,  
our demand as stated are 
associated with our emo-
tions and stakeholders 
should respect sentiments 
of large section of popu-
lation of Jammu division" 
Chairman AJBRCEAK Sh 
Vipen Kumar stated.

In his remarks about the 
issues faced  by Jammu 
Based employees Sh 
Vipen Kumar asserted 
that administration has 
already taken up every 
genuine issue positively 
but we are anticipat-
ing more, all remain-
ing departments whose 
leave settlement order 
are yet to be issued is a 

big concern for us, adjust-
ment of Jammu Based 
Employees  posted in 
remote areas of valley in 
safe zones on security 
grounds is also one more 
thing that needs to settled 
down."

In his brief note Chair-
man AJBRCEAK added 
that we are quite optimis-
tic about the promises of 
LG sahb,  and hopefully a 
long pending demand of 
transfer policy is going to 
be notified shortly." While 
requesting authorities to 
address justified issues of 
employees He said that 
employees have always 
received good response 
and we hope govt will 
continue the same 
approach for welfare of 
Employees  . 

Those present in the 
meeting include Kuldeep 
Kumar Vice Chairman 
AJBRCEAK,  Yashpal 
Bhagat General Secre-
tary, Mohan Lal Advisor,  
Bharat Bhushan Joint 
Secretary,  Jarnail Singh, 
Surjee Kumar Execu-
tive Members and many 
others.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Direc-
torate of Quality Assur-
ance, SMVDU organized 
a Training Program enti-
tled, “Stress and Time 
Management” for all the 
Officers & Staff Members 
of Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi University. Resource 
Person of the train-
ing session Mr. Ankush 
Gupta, Assistant Director 
(Human Resource), Ear-
nest and Young (E&Y), 
India, emphasized on dif-
ferent sources of stress 
at the workplaces and 
advised various remedial 
processes to overcome 
excessive stress levels. 
Mr. Gupta explained with 
the help of various case 
studies, illustrations dif-
ferent aspects of stress 
and consequential dis-
advantages. He empha-
sized that the modern 
stress management 
practices are essential 

to be adopted as the job 
requirements are dynami-
cally changing in the pres-
ent technology driven 
workplaces. The session 
was very lively participat-
ed by the different offi-
cers and  staff members 
of the young University. 
The resource person with 
the help of various dem-
onstrations highlights 
the intricacies of internal 
and external stress and 
a mechanism has been 
presented to work on 
these issues. Earlier the 
inaugural part of the train-
ing program Prof. Supran 
Kumar Sharma, Director, 
DQA accentuated the sig-
nificance of such kinds of 
training programs which 
are in the form of on-job 
trainings. Shri Ajay Kumar 
Sharma, JKAS, Registrar, 
SMVDU & Shri Neeraj 
Gupta, JKAS Finance 
Officer, SMVDU also 
attended the session. 
Prof. Pragati Kumar, Vice 

Chancellor, Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Univer-
sity has conveyed warm 
wishes on this occasion. 
Directorate of Quality 
Assurance, SMVDU is 
regularly focusing to con-
duct different training pro-
gram on relevant areas 
including Noting & Draft-
ing; Administrative Rules; 
Communication Skills and 
Personality Development; 
Upgradation of Computer 
Skills; Leadership Skills; 
Purchase Management, 
Capacity Enhancement 
Program etc. It has been 
well established that to 
improve the productivity 
and quality of the present 
era educational Institute 
of National & Interna-
tional repute, regular 
knowledge upgradation 
is the key, working on the 
same lines; a complete 
calendar for the academic 
year has been prepared 
by Directorate of Quality 
Assurance SMVDU. 

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28. Union 
Home and Cooperation 
Minister and senior BJP 
leader Amit Shah chaired 
the 7th high-level meeting 
of the Narco Coordination 
Center (NCORD). Shah 
launched the National 
Narcotics Helpline Portal 
'MANAS.' which will be a 
toll-free number 1933, a 
web portal, a mobile app, 
and the Umang app so 
that citizens of the coun-
try can anonymously con-
nect with NCB round the 
clock to share information 
on drug trafficking or seek 
advice on issues related 
to drug. abuse, de-addic-
tion, and rehabilitation.

Shah dedicated to build-
ing a drug-free India, 
made it clear that only the 
combined efforts of the 
government, agencies, 
and 130 crore citizens of 
the country can achieve 
victory in the fight against 
drugs. It was also empha-
sized that unless every 
citizen under the age of 
35 fights this battle and 
every citizen over the age 
of 35 resolves to guide, it 
will be difficult to win the 
fight against drugs.

The Congress Govt, 
which ruled the country 
for decades after indepen-
dence, did not take any 
steps in the fight against 
drugs. Rather, during the 
Congress regime, the 

illegal drug trade contin-
ued to flourish, and as 
a result, the entire drug 
trade became linked with 
narco-terror. Today, the 
money coming from drug 
earnings has become the 
most serious threat to the 
country's security. How-
ever, in 2019, as soon 
as Modi ji became Prime 
Minister for the second 
consecutive time, he 
handed over the com-
mand to eliminate the 
drug trade from the root 
to the Chanakya of Indian 
politics, Amit Shah. With 
this, a new dawn began.

Under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the skillful 
guidance of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
has made unprecedented 
efforts to fight this battle 
over the past five years 
based on the three pillars 
of structural reforms, insti-
tutional reforms, and infor-
mational reforms, with a 

'Whole of Government' 
Approach. If the data is 
studied, it becomes clear 
that while 1,52,000 kilo-
grams of drugs worth 
₹5,933 crore were seized 
from 2004 to 2014, in the 
ten years from 2014 to 
2024, more than 5,43,000 
kilograms of drugs worth 
over ₹22,000 crore. have 
been seized.

Under Shah's policies 
in the Modi government, 
agencies are now work-
ing vigorously not on the 
'Need to Know' principle 
but on the 'Duty to Share' 
principle. If the builder of 
New India, Amit Shah, has 
resolved, then building a 
drug-free India is certain 
in the coming years.

Boundless Shah has of 
Narco Coordination Com-
mittee 7th of   Top Level 
meeting of Chairmanship 
And National Narcot-
ics Helpline of ' Manas ' 
beginning

 Central home And Co-
operatives Minister And 

Indian public Party Of 
senior Leader Boundless 
Shah has Narco Coordi-
nation Centre i.e Narco 
Coordination Committee 
7th of   Top Level meeting 
of Chairmanship of. This 
opportunities But Shah 
has National Narcotics 
Helpline Portal ' Manas ( 
Narcotic Substance Pro-
hibition Intelligence centre 
) ' beginning of.   Psyche 
Of under One toll free   
No. 1933, a Web Portal , 
a Mobile App And enthu-
siasm App will be So that 
Country Of Citizen , drug 
addict Drugs of smuggling 
But Information shared to 
Or intoxicating Drugs Of 
abuse , addiction Free-
dom And Rehabilitation 
As Issues From Con-
nected Advice take Of For 
Anonymous Form From 
around the clock hours 
NCB ( Narcotics Control 
Bureau ) from join Can.

Intoxication Free India 
Of Construction In Con-
verge Boundless Shah 
has clear Did That Gov-
ernment , Agencies And 
Country of 130 crores 
public together only intox-
ication Of Against battle 
In Victory achieved Tax 
can Is. This talk But Too 
Emphasis Gave Went 
That When till Country 
of 35 years From Less 
Age Of every citizen This 
battle To Fighting and 
35 years From More age 
gonna every citizen Guid-

ance Of Resolution No 
does Then till intoxication 
Of Against battle To win 
difficult Is.

independence Of after 
Decades till Country But 
Rule to wala Congress of 
Government has Drugs 
Of Against battle In Any 
step No raised. Rather 
saw go So Congress of 
Government In Drugs Of 
Illegal Business Continu-
ous flourishing   Stayed 
And Result it Happened 
That Drugs Of Complete 
Business Narco terror 
Of with join Went. Today 
Drugs of Earnings From 
to come gonna Money 
Country of Security Of 
For To all Serious hazard 
become Went Is. But , in 
the year 2019 Continu-
ous Second Times Prime 
Minister becoming only 
Modi Yes has Drugs Of 
Business To Root From 
End to Of For his Com-
mand Indian Politics Of 
Chanakya Boundless 
Shah To hand over Gave. 
Its with hey , one New 
Morning Of Beginning 
Happened.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Of Leadership 
And Central home Min-
ister Boundless Shah Of 
skilled Guidance In last 
five Year In home Ministry 
has throughout Govern-
ment Approach Of with 
structural Reforms , Insti-
tutional And Informational 
Reforms Of Three Pillars

AJBRCEAK urge administration to 
address genuine grievances

A Training Session on Stress & Time 
Management organized at SMVDU

Amit Shah chaired 7th high-level NCORD meeting, 
launched national narcotics helpline 'MANAS'

Top News Report

RAJOURI, July 28: 
Army organised Vol-
leyball Competition at 
Budhal, Rajouri Dis-
trict.  A total of three 
teams from different vil-
lages fought in the tight 
grip championship. The 
Indian Army, recognizing 
the importance of sports 
in building camarade-
rie and physical fitness, 
provided all necessary 
logistical support, includ-
ing the setup of courts, 
equipment, and coach-
ing sessions. The tour-
nament was not merely 
a sporting event but also 
a celebration of local 

culture and unity. Spec-
tators from nearby vil-
lages gathered in large 
numbers, cheering for 
their teams and enjoying 
the festive atmosphere. 
The Army's involvement 
was appreciated by the 
locals, who expressed 
gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to showcase their 
talent and engage in 
healthy competition. 
Apart from giving a plat-
form to the local players 
to showcase their talents, 
the event left an indelible 
mark on the community, 
reinforcing the Indian 
Army's role as a pillar of 
support and goodwill in 
the region.

Volleyball Competition 
at Budhal, Rajouri
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Mcap of 6 of top-10 valued 
firms jumps Rs 1.85 lakh 
crore; LIC, Infosys 
biggest winners

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): The com-
bined market valua-
tion of six of the top 10 
valued firms jumped Rs 
1,85,186.51 crore last 
week, with Life Insur-
ance Corporation of 
India (LIC) and Infosys 
emerging as the biggest 
gainers.

Last week, the BSE 
benchmark climbed 
728.07 points or 0.90 
per cent.

The valuation of LIC 
surged Rs 44,907.49 
crore to Rs 7,46,602.73 

crore. Infosys added Rs 
35,665.92 crore to its 
market valuation at Rs 
7,80,062.35 crore.

ITC’s valuation soared 
by Rs 35,363.32 crore 
to Rs 6,28,042.62 crore.

The market capitali-
sation (mcap) of Tata 
Consultancy Servic-
es (TCS) jumped Rs 
30,826.1 crore to Rs 
15,87,598.71 crore and 
that of Bharti Airtel 
climbed Rs 30,282.99 
crore to Rs 8,62,211.38 
crore.

HDFC Bank’s valua-

tion rallied Rs 8,140.69 
crore to Rs 12,30,842.03 
crore.

However, the mcap 
of Reliance Indus-
tries tumbled by Rs 
62,008.68 crore to Rs 
20,41,821.06 crore. 
The valuation of ICICI 
Bank declined by Rs 
28,511.07 crore to Rs 
8,50,020.53 crore.

State Bank of India’s 
mcap declined by Rs 
23,427.1 crore to Rs 
7,70,149.39 crore.

Hindustan Unilever’s 
valuation went down by 
Rs 3,500.89 crore to Rs 
6,37,150.41 crore.

Reliance Industries 
remains the most valued 
firm followed by TCS, 
HDFC Bank, Bharti 
Airtel, ICICI Bank, Info-
sys, State Bank of India, 
LIC, Hindustan Unilever 
and ITC.

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 (Agen-
cies): After social media out-
rage over a Budget proposal 
making it mandatory to get tax 
clearance certificates for going 
abroad, the government on 
Sunday clarified that the pro-
posed amendment is not for 
all, and only those accused of 
financial irregularities or having 
substantial tax arrears need 
such clearance.

The finance ministry, in the 
Finance Bill, 2024, has pro-
posed to add the reference of 
the Black Money Act, 2015, to 
the list of Acts, under which any 
person should clear his liabili-
ties to obtain the tax clearance 
certificate.

“The proposed amendment 
does not require all the resi-
dents to obtain the tax clearance 
certificate,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

As per section 230 of the 
Income-tax Act, 1961, every 
person is not required to obtain 
a tax clearance certificate. Only 
in the case of certain persons, in 
respect of whom circumstances 
exist, which make it necessary 
to obtain a tax clearance cer-
tificate will be required to obtain 
such a certificate.

The ministry said that the 

Income Tax department through 
a 2004 notification has specified 
that the tax clearance certificate 
may be required to be obtained 
by persons domiciled in India 
only in certain circumstances.

These include - where the 
person is involved in serious 
financial irregularities and his 
presence is necessary in the 
investigation of cases under the 

Income-tax Act or the Wealth-
tax Act and it is likely that a tax 
demand will be raised against 
him, or where the person has 
direct tax arrears exceeding Rs 
10 lakh outstanding against him, 
which have not been stayed by 
any authority.

The I-T department said that a 
person can be asked to obtain 
a tax clearance certificate only 
after recording the reasons 
for the same and after taking 
approval from the Principal 
Chief Commissioner of Income-
tax or Chief Commissioner of 
Income-tax.

Such a certificate is required 
to be issued by the income-
tax authority, stating that such 
person has no liabilities under 
the Income-tax Act, or the 
Wealth-tax Act, 1957, or the 
Gift-tax Act, 1958, or the Expen-
diture-tax Act, 1987, it added.

After outrage, government clarifies: Tax clearance 
certificate only for people with tax dues, 

high-value defaulters
Finance ministry, in the Finance Bill, 2024, has proposed to add reference of Black Money Act, 

2015, under which any person should clear his liabilities to obtain tax clearance certificate

Should you stretch before exercise? After? Never? 
Here’s what to know

UK’s National Health Service uses toothpaste 
for mouth cancer warnings

WASHINGTON, Jul 
28 (Agencies): For many 
people of a certain age, 
high school gym class 
began with reaching for 
their toes. Then, over 
the years, we were told 
it was better to stretch 
after exercise.

It turns out, both those 
things can be true, but 
the differing advice has 
created some confu-
sion.

Stretching can help 
make you more flexible, 
improve range of motion 
in your joints — and feel 
good. David Behm, 
who researches human 
kinetics at Memorial Uni-
versity of Newfoundland 
in St. John’s, Canada, 
offers this advice on 
when to stretch and how 
to do it safely:                

Warm up first
It’s almost always good 

to stretch, but it’s better 
if you warm up first, said 
Behm, author of “The 
Science and Physiology 
of Flexibility and Stretch-
ing”. He recommends 
a light aerobic activity 
such as jogging, walk-

ing or cycling for five or 
10 minutes.

Follow that with some 
static stretching, the tra-
ditional way of reaching 
and holding a position 
(think back to that gym 
class). You can then do 
activity-specific dynamic 
stretching, in which you 
warm up the muscles 
with repetitive move-
ments like leg lifts.

Behm says one minute 
is “the magic number” 
for how long to do static 
stretching per muscle 
group without fatigue.

Expand your definition 
of ‘stretching’

Should you always 
stretch before exercis-
ing? If it’s traditional 
stretching, not neces-
sarily. The better ques-
tion, Behm says, is, 
“Should people increase 
their range of motion? 
Should people have 
better flexibility? And 
that is yes, because it 
helps prevent injuries. 
It helps with health. But 
you don’t have to stretch 
to achieve that.”    

Resistance training, 

for instance, can be an 
effective form of stretch-
ing, he said. Doing a 
chest press increases 
range of motion in 
your deltoids and pecs, 
whether with barbells, 
dumbbells or machines, 
so there is no need to 
stretch beforehand. Just 
make sure to start with a 
small amount of weight 
to warm up and then add 
more to train. “You prob-
ably don’t have to do 
extra stretching unless 
you’re a gymnast, a 
figure skater, or even a 
golfer who needs a great 
range of motion through 
that swing,” Behm said.

Nor do you need to 
stretch first if you’re 
going for a leisurely run. 
Simply start with a slow 
jog to warm up and then 

increase the pace.
Don’t do it if it hurts
After exercise, “light 

stretching is OK, as long 
as you don’t reach a 
point where you’re feel-
ing pain”, Behm said. 
Since your muscles will 
be warm by that point, 
overdoing it makes you 
more likely to injure 
yourself.

Foam rollers can help 
with muscle recovery 
and have been shown 
to increases range 
of motion as well as 
stretching.

Do some static stretch-
ing before sports               

 If you’re playing a 
sport, Behm said, static 
stretching beforehand 
helps reduce muscle 
and tendon injury.

 “If you’re going to do 

an explosive movement, 
change of direction, agil-
ity, sprint, any of these 
explosive activities that 
involve your muscles 
and tendons,” he said, 
“you’re going to be 
stronger if you do static 
stretching”.

People can especially 
get in trouble when they 
go back to a sport they 
used to play, whether 
it’s tennis, surfing or any 
sort of team activity.

Also, stretch both sides 
equally. Lacking flexibil-
ity on one side also can 
lead to injury.

Sounds simple. Why 
all the confusion? 

Different studies over 
the years have either 
encouraged or discour-
aged stretching before 
exercise. Behm says 
that partly because 
some studies didn’t 
reflect real-life condi-
tions, or were designed 
with elite athletes in 
mind, not regular people.

 “If you’re Usain Bolt, 
it makes a difference,” 
said Behm. Not so much 
for the rest of us.

LONDON, Jul 28 (Agencies): 
Britain’s National Health Ser-
vice (NHS) announced a new 
supermarket partnership that 
will see toothpaste and mouth-
wash bottles caution users 
about the symptoms of mouth 
cancer to encourage early 
detection.

Starting in July, Asda’s brand-
ed oral hygiene products in over 
500 stores across the country 
will feature NHS advice on the 
symptoms to watch out for.

Millions of these toothpaste 
tubes and mouthwash bottles 
will encourage people to contact 
their general practitioner (GP) or 
dentist if they notice any poten-
tial signs of concern.

“Early detection is key in the 
fight against mouth cancers to 
save and improve lives,” said 
Mahesh Kumar, the Indian-
origin president of the Mouth 
Cancer Foundation and an Oral 
Maxillofacial Surgeon.

“Any cancer caught early usu-
ally incurs a less invasive treat-
ment plan.

It is incredibly important to 
raise awareness of the signs 
and symptoms among the gen-
eral public. The NHS advice on 
oral hygiene products will go 
a long way to highlighting the 
importance of looking after our 
oral health and acting sooner 
when something out of the ordi-

nary is discovered,” he said.
England’s state-funded health 

service said its partnership with 
Asda aims to raise awareness 
of symptoms that could indicate 
cancer such as an ulcer that 
lasts for three weeks or more.

Symptoms of mouth cancer 
also include a white or red 
patch in the mouth that does 
not heal within three weeks, a 
lump or swelling in the mouth, 
jaw, or neck that lasts for more 
than three weeks, and difficulty 
swallowing, chewing, or moving 
the jaw or tongue. Numbness 
in the tongue or other areas of 
the mouth, a sensation of some-
thing being stuck in the throat, 
a chronic sore throat or hoarse-
ness that persists for more than 
six weeks, and unexplained 

loosening of teeth can also be 
possible signs of cancer.

“By placing health messag-
ing on products like toothpaste 
tubes and mouthwash bottles 
that people use every day, we’re 
encouraging people to be vigi-
lant about potential symptoms 
of mouth cancer and to get 
checked early,” said Professor 
Peter Johnson, National Clini-
cal Director for Cancer at NHS 
England.

While symptoms are common 
and can also be caused by 
other conditions, getting them 
checked as soon as possible 
is vital. Figures from the Mouth 
Cancer Foundation show that 
it is the eighth most common 
type of cancer in the UK, with 
over 11,700 new cases diag-

nosed annually. The disease 
is twice as common in men as 
in women, and nearly eight in 
10 cases (78 per cent) occur in 
individuals over the age of 55.

“Asda sells over 2 million of 
these everyday items each year, 
so making this small change to 
our packaging means we can 
make a big difference in encour-
aging shoppers to be more 
aware and to highlight what 
they should do if they find any 
new or unexplained changes,” 
said Asda Vice President Sam 
Dickson.

The new NHS partnership 
was launched to mark World 
Head and Neck Cancer Day on 
July 27 and includes a drive to 
encourage young people to get 
the HPV vaccine, which can 
help reduce the risk of cancers 
caused by HPV including mouth 
cancer. The vaccine is offered 
on the NHS to all children aged 
12 to 13 and is also available for 
free on the NHS for all girls and 
women under 25 and boys born 
after September 2006.

According to NHS England, 
the incidence of head and neck 
cancers has surged by over 60 
per cent in the country in recent 
decades, with developed coun-
tries experiencing the largest 
increase in oropharynx cancer 
– which has one of the poorest 
five-year survival rates.

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 (Agencies): An 
HIV-preventive drug showed 100 per 
cent efficacy and “no safety concerns” 
in women, according to a study pub-
lished in The New England Journal of 
Medicine.

Lenacapavir, injectable twice a year, 
is developed by the US-based biophar-
maceutical company Gilead Sciences, 
Inc. as a pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP) drug. These drugs prevent the 
spread of infection in people not yet 
exposed to the disease-causing agent.

The study, a phase-3 trial involving 
teenage girls and young women in 
South Africa and Uganda, showed that 
lenacapavir “demonstrated zero (HIV) 
infections” and “100 per cent efficacy,” 
Gilead Sciences, Inc. said in a state-
ment.

HIV, or human immunodeficiency 
virus, spreads from the body fluids 
of an infected person. Untreated, the 
infection can progress to AIDS or 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
over years.

In the PURPOSE 1 trial, 5,338 partici-
pants, who were HIV-negative, to begin 
with, were divided into three groups - 
2,134 receiving lenacapavir injections 
26 weeks apart; 2,136 receiving the 
daily oral tablet Descovy (F/TAF); and 
1,068 receiving the daily oral tablet Tru-
vada (F/TDF).

Researchers, including those from the 
Desmond Tutu HIV Centre, University 
of Cape Town, South Africa, observed 
a total of 55 infections - zero in the 
Lenacapavir group, 39 in the Desovy 
group and 16 in the Truvada group.

“No participants receiving twice-year-
ly lenacapavir acquired HIV infection,” 
the study authors wrote.

The most common adverse effects 
were injection-site reactions experi-
enced by close to 70 per cent of the 
participants in the Lenacapavir group. 
However, there were “no serious injec-
tion-site reactions,” according to the 
statement.

“These stellar results show that 
twice-yearly lenacapavir for PrEP, if 
approved, could offer a highly effec-
tive, tolerable and discreet choice that 
could potentially improve PrEP uptake 
and persistence, helping us to reduce 
HIV in cisgender women globally,” first 
author Linda-Gail Bekker, Director of 
the Desmond Tutu HIV Center at the 
University of Cape Town, South Africa, 
said in the statement.

Results of PURPOSE 2 trial, involv-
ing cisgender men, transgender men, 
transgender women and gender non-
binary individuals in countries, includ-
ing Latin American ones, South Africa 
and Thailand, are expected in late 2024 
or early 2025, the statement said.

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): A team of 
scientists has revealed 
that a child is almost 
twice as likely to devel-
op type 1 diabetes if the 
father has the condition 
than the mother.

The study, the largest 
of its kind and published 
in the journal Diabetolo-
gia, suggests that expo-
sure to type 1 diabetes 
in the womb confers 
long-term protection 
against the condition 
in children with affect-
ed mothers relative 
to those with affected 
fathers.

Understanding what 
is responsible for this 
relative protection could 
lead to opportunities to 
develop new treatments 
to prevent type 1 diabe-
tes, said researchers.

“Individuals with a 
family history of type 1 
diabetes are 8-15 times 
more likely to develop 
the autoimmune condi-
tion – however, studies 
have shown the risk is 
higher if the affected rel-
ative is the father rather 

than the mother. We 
wanted to understand 
this more,” said lead 
researcher Dr Lowri 
Allen from Cardiff Uni-
versity in the UK.

Previous studies have 
suggested that mater-
nal type 1 diabetes is 
associated with relative 
protection against type 
1 diabetes in offspring 
during early life.

The new study involved 
11,475 individuals who 
were diagnosed when 
they were between 0 
and 88 years old.

The results show they 
were almost twice as 
likely (1.8 times more 
likely) to have a father 
with type 1 diabetes as 
a mother with the condi-
tion.

“Taken together, our 
findings suggest the 
relative protection 
associated with having 
a mother versus father 
with type 1 diabetes is 
a long-term effect that 
extends into adult life,” 
said Allen.

However, the timing of 
the parent’s diagnosis 

was important.
An individual was only 

more likely to have a 
father, rather than a 
mother, with type 1 dia-
betes, if the parent was 
diagnosed before the 
individual was born.

In other words, having 
a mother with type 1 
diabetes only appears 
to provide a child with 
protection against the 
condition (relative to 
having a father with type 
1 diabetes) if the mother 
has the condition during 
pregnancy, the findings 
showed.

Further research is 
needed to determine 
what it is about expo-
sure to type 1 diabetes 
in the womb that is most 
important.

“Is it exposure to high 
blood glucose levels, 
insulin treatment, anti-
bodies associated 
with type 1 diabetes, a 
combination of these, 
or exposure to another 
aspect of type 1 diabe-
tes?” asked research-
ers.

Twice-a-year anti-HIV 
injection shows 100 per 
cent efficacy, reveals study

Children at high type 1 
diabetes risk if fathers have 
the condition: Study
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Boxer Preeti Pawar beats 
Vietnam’s Vo Thi Kim Anh 
to enter pre-quarterfinals

PARIS, Jul 28 (Agen-
cies): Indian boxer 
Preeti Pawar picked up 
an unanimous decision 
win against Vietnam’s 
Vo Thi Kim Anh to enter 
the women’s 54kg cat-
egory pre-quarterfinals 
at the Paris Olympics.

The Asian Games 
bronze medallist, com-
peting in her maiden 
O lympic  Games, 
opened the proceed-

ings for India in the 
boxing arena as she 
won her first round by a 
5-0 margin on Saturday 
night.

The 20-year-old from 
Haryana, who had 
been hospitalised for a 
few days ahead of the 
Games due to illness, 
was unimpressive in the 
first round as her Viet-
namese opponent dic-
tated the proceedings.

But the Indian made 
amends in the next two 
rounds, attacking and 
landing clear blows on 
her opponent.

“Happy that we start-
ed on a winning note! 
Despite falling ill before 
the Games, Preeti not 
only recovered but 
fought brilliantly and 
showed exceptional 
courage,” Boxing Feder-
ation of India President 
Ajay Singh said.

Preeti will face second 
seed and world champi-
onships silver-medallist 
Marcela Yeni Arias of 
Colombia in the round 
of 16 clash on Tuesday.

On Sunday, two-time 
world champion Nikhat 
Zareen will open her 
campaign against Ger-
many’s Maxi Karina Klo-
etzer in the 50 kg round 
of 32.

PALLEKELE, Jul 28 (Agen-
cies): India T20I captain 
Suryakumar Yadav etched his 
name in the record books by 
matching stalwart batter Virat 
Kohli’s record of most Player of 
the Match awards in the short-
est format of cricket.

Gautam Gambhir and 
Suryakumar’s era in T20I crick-
et began on a winning note as 
India clinched a 43-run win in 
the series opener.

The weight of the captaincy 
wasn’t enough for Suryakumar 
to change his dynamic style of 
play.

With his usual swagger and 
out-of-the-box shot selection, 
the Indian skipper played a cap-
tain’s knock and garnered 58 
runs off 26 balls at a whopping 
strike rate of 223.08.

After India went one up in the 
series, the 33-year-old batter 
was adjudged Player of the 
Match for the 16th time in T20I 
format in 69 matches.

He equalled Kohli’s haul, who 
also bagged 16 POTM awards 

in 125 matches in his illustrious 
career. Suryakumar will look to 
go past him in the upcoming two 
games against Sri Lanka.

Zimbabwe’s seasoned all-
rounder and T20I captain 
Sikandar Raza is in the third 
spot with 15 POTM awards to 
his name in 91 matches in the 
format.

Kohli announced his retire-

ment from the format after play-
ing a match-winning knock for 
the Rohit Sharma-led side in 
the final of the T20 World Cup in 
Barbados against South Africa.

He racked up 76 off 59 deliver-
ies, which played a crucial role 
in propelling India’s score to a 
competitive total of 176/7.

India went on to end their 
13-year-long ICC World Cup 

trophy drought by lifting the T20 
title for the second time since 
the beginning of the tournament. 
For his valiant knock against the 
fierce Proteas bowling set-up, 
Kohli was crowned the POTM 
in his final T20I game.

Kohli, along with Rohit 
Sharma and Ravindra Jadeja, 
announced their decision to 
retire from the shortest format 
of cricket.

In the absence of the stalwart 
trio, youngsters starred for India 
by putting up a 213/7 against Sri 
Lanka. However, while defend-
ing their total, India got off to 
a jittery start with Pathum Nis-
sanka and Kusal Mendis going 
berserk in the powerplay.

After Arshdeep Singh man-
aged to get the breakthrough, 
Sri Lanka batters started to 
lose the plot and tumbled like a 
house of cards.

After taking a 1-0 lead in 
the series, India will play the 
second T20I against the hosts 
on Sunday.

Suryakumar Yadav equals Virat Kohli’s elusive 
T20I record

After India went one up in the series against Sri Lanka, Suryakumar was 
adjudged Player of the Match for the 16th time in T20I format

‘Impact Player’ Setback For Rohit Sharma, 
Virat Kohli Despite Making Stance Clear

Manu Bhaker only bright light on a gloomy 
day for India shooters

NEW DELHI, Jul 28 
(Agencies): The meet-
ing between the BCCI 
and all ten Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) fran-
chise owners is all set 
to take place on July 
31, ahead of the mega 
auction for next season. 
During the meeting, the 
board and the franchis-
es will discuss about 
number of retentions 
teams can make and the 
Right to Match (RTM) 
options in hand ahead 
of IPL 2025 mega auc-
tion. The future of the 
‘Impact Player’ rule will 
also be up for debate 
after garnering criticism 
from all corners. Star 
players likes Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma had 
voiced there opinions 
on the matter, express-
ing their disappoint-
ments.

For the unversed, the 
‘Impact Player’ rule 
allows teams to essen-
tially play with 12 play-
ers, meaning that they 
can add an extra batter 
or bowler at any point of 
the match.

Rohit had suggested 
that he is not a big fan 
of the Impact Player 
rule, while Kohli had 
also thrown his weight 
behind the India captain.

“Eventually, cricket is 
played by 11 players, 

not 12 players. I am 
not a big fan of ‘Impact 
Player’, you are taking 
out so much from the 
game just because of a 
little bit of entertainment, 
for people around. I can 
give you so many exam-
ples, guys like Washing-
ton Sundar, and Shivam 
Dube are not getting to 
bowl. For us, it is not a 
good thing you know. I 
don’t know what you can 
do about it but I am not 
a fan of it, frankly speak-

ing,” Rohit had said.
“I agree with Rohit. 

Entertainment is one 
aspect of the game but 
there is no balance,” 
said Kohli.

Despite calls for the 
rule to be removed, a 
report in Sportstar has 
claimed that the ‘Impact 
Player’ rule is likely to 
keep its place for the 
upcoming IPL season.

“Several stakeholders 
- including the franchis-
es and the broadcast-
ers - believe that the 
new rule has only made 
the tournament more 
intense and at the same 
time, more competitive,” 
the report claimed.

India and Delhi Capi-
tals (DC) all-rounder 
Axar Patel had also 
blamed the rule for limit-
ing his batting during the 
last two seasons.

PARIS, Jul 28 (Agencies): 
Shooters lose by fine margins. 
Technique and mental condi-
tioning are the other weapons 
in the armoury that usually 
separate them from the rest. In 
a competition like the Olympics, 
there is a third invisible force, 
just like quantum, called luck. 
More so in shooting.

The bullet can spray by tenth 
of a millimetre off the centre but 
would be enough to slip out of 
race. For some reason, this luck 
has been eluding Indian shoot-
ers at the Olympics. The day 
started with despair when the 
mixed team failed to qualify for 
the final and continued when 
the men faltered in the 10m air 
pistol individual round.

Manu Bhaker saved the day. 
The immaculate form she is 
in raises hope for India in the 
10m air pistol final on Sunday. 
Bhaker confessed that she has 
started to enjoy shooting and 
it was reflected in her scores. 
She had the maximum 10s. One 
hand tucked in the pocket, she 
was firing with confidence.

Bhaker, who shot 580 to 
finish third in the qualifications, 
was the only bright spot on a 
gloomy day. While conversing 
with The New Indian Express 
after the trials in Bhopal, she 
had said that she had found joy 
in shooting. “Whether I win or 
lose, I don’t take pressure any-
more,” she said and her coming 
together with Jaspal Rana was 
the pivotal point in her Bhaker 

2.0 transformation.
The Austerlitz area, where the 

parade for the opening ceremo-
ny began, was unusually quiet 
in the wee hours of Saturday. 
Apart from diversion of traffic, 
there was no trace of the event 
that ended just a few hours ago. 
The only common thread was 
the rain that poured even in the 
dawn. Two hundred and fifty 
kilometres away is Chateau-
roux, the venue of the shooting 
competition.

The beautiful countryside is 
untouched by the euphoria of 
the spectacular Ceremony. 
It is not until one reaches the 
shooting range, another half-
an-hour drive from the Gare de 
Chateauroux, there is any indi-
cation that the Games are on. 
India’s quest for a double-figure 
medal haul began at the shoot-
ing ranges on Saturday. There 
was anticipation as soon as a 
record number of 21 shooters 
qualified for the Olympics. The 

sport itself was looking for that 
moment of inspiration to end 
medal drought at the Olympics.

There was hope and a good 
start was what India was look-
ing forward to. The 10m air 
rifle mixed teams on whom 
hope rested showed promise 
and even had a faint chance 
to qualify when they were fifth 
but slipped to sixth in the final 
standing. Arjun Babuta and 
Ramita Jindal and Sandeep 
Singh and Elavenil Valarivan 
were touted among India’s 
medal hopes but by the time 
the qualification round ended, 
there was a sense of despair in 
the India camp. The best pair 
Babuta and Pramita finished 
sixth after reaching fifth before 
the penultimate series.

Pressure of the Olympics 
is different. Babuta, Ramita, 
Elavenil and Sandeep too learnt 
it. So did men’s 10m air pistol 
shooters Sarabjot Singh and 
Arjun Singh Cheema. Sarab-

jot slipped out of the qualifica-
tion bracket for missing out on 
a point in the inner 10. China’s 
Huang Yuting and Sheng Lihao, 
the reigning world champions 
finished on top with a score of 
632.2 while South Korea’s Keum 
Jihyeon and Hajun Park tallied 
631.4. Kazakhstan’s Alexandra 
Le and Islam Satpayev (630.8) 
finished ahead of Germany’s 
Anna Janssen and Maximilian 
Ulbrich (629.7).

We tried our best but were 
unfortunate to not qualify,” said 
Babuta. Others echoed him.

With the individual rounds just 
about a day later, the shooters 
are trying to keep the setback 
behind and move on. Failing in 
the first competition of course 
doesn’t give the necessary 
boost to excel and Babuta 
knows about this. He was quick 
to respond. “We have trained 
for all scenarios,” he said. “We 
know what needs to be done 
and will have a round of dis-
cussion with my coach and 
will start concentrating on my 
next target.” Ramita, who was 
listening to him intently, added 
that they know what needs to 
be done.

Qualifying in the individual 
round begins on Sunday. But 
all eyes will be on the big final 
– 10m air pistol where Manu will 
be standing against some of the 
precision specialists. In fact, 
India can very well be among 
the medals on Sunday.

PARIS, Jul 28 (Agen-
cies): India’s goalkeep-
er PR Sreejesh has 
claimed that the match 
against New Zealand 
was a ‘wake-up call’ for 
the team as they won 
the match 3-2 on Satur-
day, July 27. The Indian 
team was made to work 
hard to get the win as 
they found themselves 
trailing in the first quar-
ter. India would bounce 
back in the second and 
third quarters through 
goals from Mandeep 
Singh and Vivek Sagar 
Prasad before drama 
unfolded in the final 
quarter.

The Blacksticks would 
level things up as Simon 
Child would score from a 
PC in the 53rd minute. 
However, captain Har-
manpreet Singh would 
step up to convert a 

penalty stroke in the 
final moments of the 
game to get the win. 
Sreejesh was at his bril-
liant best as the veteran 
goalkeeper would make 
some vital saves in the 
third quarter. Speaking 
to PTI, the 36-year-old 
said that the team did 
make mistakes in the 
game against New Zea-
land.

Sreejesh was relieved 
that the three points 
were in the bag and 
admitted that there was 
tension in the game till 
the very end.

“The first match in 
the Olympics is never 
easy. New Zealand is 
not an easy team, We 
made some mistakes, 
but there were a few 
good things as well. 
It’s a good wake up call 
for the team,” Sreejesh 

said.
“We got three points 

and that’s what is impor-
tant. We gave them 
opportunities and they 
converted. The last few 
minutes were not easy 
but in hockey it’s always 
like that, from first whis-
tle to the last there is 
tension.”

Didn’t do enough with 
the ball

India coach Craig 
Fulton was critical of the 
team’s performance and 
said that it was a tight 
game but was happy to 
get the win in the end.

“You can see Aus-
tralia, Argentina was 
1-0. It’s tight. It’s really, 
really tight. So this was 
a really, really important 
step for us. It wasn’t the 
perfect performance, but 
we had a plan. We stuck 
to it,” said Fulton.

Fulton also wasn’t 
happy that the team 
didn’t attack a lot with 
the ball and weren’t 
good in terms of pos-
session.

“There are a few plans 
that we have. But we 
have different plans for 
different teams. And the 
best form of defence at 
times is attack. And we 
didn’t really do enough 
with the ball.

“On the ball, we 
weren’t that good today 
in terms of keeping pos-
session. But New Zea-
land are a competitive 
team, so they did well. 
They intercepted a lot 
of ball. So little areas, 
where we need to work. 
We did well,” he said.

India will next take on 
Argentina on July 29 in 
their second game of the 
campaign.

PALLEKELE, Jul 28 
(Agencies): India all-
rounder Riyan Parag 
emerged as an unlikely 
chief destructor with the 
ball as the national team 
took on Sri Lanka in the 
first T20I on Saturday. 
Pathum Nissanka and 
Kusal Mendis gave the 
Lankans a fine start, 
scoring 84 runs for the 
first wicket before their 
chase started to fall 
apart. Riyan Parag, in 
just 1.2 overs, bagged 
the important wickets 
of Kmindu Mendis, 
Maheesh Theekshana 
and Dilshan Madushan-
ka as India bowled out 
the hosts for just 170 
runs, winning the match 
by 43 runs. After the 
game, Parag revealed 
how head coach 
Gautam Gambhir pre-
pared him for different 
situations in the match.

In a video shared 
by the BCCI, Parag 
featured with skipper 
Suryakumar Yadav and 
all-rounder Axar Patel. 
It was in the video that 
Parag revealed the chat 
he had with Gambhir 
about his bowling, espe-
cially in certain zones of 
the game.

“I love bowling. I bowl 
as much as I can behind 
the scenes. At the nets, 

there was a lot of com-
munication regarding 
where to bowl and how 
to bowl. There were 
preparations for such 
situations with Gautam 
sir. If I get bowling in the 
16th and the 17th over 
and the wicket is spin-
ning, then where I have 
to bowl. The boys made 
it easier for me, I just 
had to bowl stump to 
stump, and the ball was 
turning as well,” Parag 
said in the video.

Suryakumar also 
hailed Riyan’s efforts 
with the ball, saying that 
the Rajasthan Royals 
star has an X-factor.

“This could be a Riyan 
Parag special only as I 
have seen him bowling 
earlier as well during the 
IPL, at the nets. During 
the press conference as 
well, I said that Riyan 
Parag has an ‘X’ factor,” 
Suryakumar said in the 
video.

“If batters continue 
to bat like that and the 
bowlers will continue 
helping like that on the 
ground, then my job will 
get easier. What the 
situation was, I set the 
tempo of the game with 
my batting. We have so 
much depth in batting, 
they have so much skill 
that if our skill doesn’t 
work then the others will 
take care of things.”

Suryakumar also 
lauded the batting unit, 
keeping his fingers 
crossed about such per-
formances to continue.

“Not a captain, I want 
to be a leader. It is good 
to see so much support 
in this country as well. 
Sri Lanka is just two-
and-a-half hours away 
only, feels like we are 
playing in India only. I 
hope we keep getting 
the support like this, 
and the rest we will take 
care,” he added.

Olympics 2024: India’s PR Sreejesh says New 
Zealand thriller ‘wake-up call’ for team

Riyan Parag Reveals Gautam 
Gambhir Factor Behind 3 
Wickets In 1st T20I

Preeti will face second seed and world championships 
silver-medallist Marcela Yeni Arias of Colombia in the 

round of 16 clash on Tuesday
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Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish avim 
Vedic sansthan Trust 
organized a free medical 
camp at the Baba Jitto 
Devasthan Jhiri Temple 
in the Marh constitu-
ency in honor of Sanskrit 
Month. Free check-ups, 
appropriate advice, and 
free medicines were 
provided, benef iting 
356 patients. Addition-
ally, 500 Ayurvedic plants 
were distributed.

The event's chief guest 
was BJP firebrand leader 
and spokesperson, 
former MLA R.S. Patha-
nia, along with the special 
guest SP Rural Jammu 
Brajesh Sharma. The 
temple's Mahant Jagdish 

Mehta and other dignitar-
ies were also present.

R.S. Pathania stated 
that the Trust's head, 
Mahant Rohit Shastri, 
and other members are 
promoting the divine lan-
guage Sanskrit as well 
as culture. He mentioned 
that organizing such 
medical camps leads 
to the mental and intel-
lectual development of 
society and raises health 
awareness. He empha-
sized that good health is 
a right for everyone, and 
spreading awareness is 
essential for this.

SP Rural Brijesh 
Sharma  remarked that 
the Trust is performing 
humanitarian work by 
organizing free medical 
camps in every village 

for those who are unable 
to seek treatment in hos-
pitals. Additionally, the 
Trust is working to spread 
the divine language San-
skrit to the masses, for 
which the young San-
skrit enthusiast Mahant 
Rohit Shastri deserves 
congratulations. He con-
cluded by saying that the 
police work under chal-
lenging circumstances 
and remain mentally and 
physically busy. This 
camp will prove beneficial 
for them, and the Trust 
should continue this ini-
tiative in the future.

On this occasion, Dr. 
Sanjay Sharma, Dr. 
Vinod Khajuria, Dr. 
Vikas, Mannu Mehta, the 
entire Hexamed team, 
Dr. Vikas, Dr. Ritika, Dr. 
Anurag, Dr. Riyaz, Bhu-
vanesh Mehta, Yogesh 
Mehta, Rajdev Singh, 
Dil Bahadur Singh, SHO 
Kana Chak Sham Lal, 
Forest Range Officer 
Pawan, Rahul Salathia, 
Uttam Chand Sharma, 
Ajay Sharma, Naresh 
Raina, Master Vijay 
Kumar Sharma, Sunil 
Singh Raipuria, and other 
dignitaries were present.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 28: Live 
For Others - Being Help-
ful Foundation, in collab-
oration with the Patnitop 
Development Author-
ity and Talla Jewellers, 
successfully organized 
a cleanliness drive at 
Patnitop - Nathatop sup-
ported by NSS Volun-
teers of Govt. College Of 
Education, M.A.M Col-
lege, GCW Parade. Over 
50 enthusiastic volun-
teers participated in this 
initiative, aimed at rais-
ing awareness among 
tourists and locals about 
proper waste manage-
ment and the importance 
of maintaining clean and 
green surroundings. 

  The drive was flagged 
off by Mr. Muzammil 
Hassan, Assistant Direc-
tor J&K Tourism, in the 
presence of Mr. Aman 
Talla, Managing Direc-
tor of Talla Jewellers, 
and Ms. Kashish Gupta, 
CEO of Talla Jewellers. 
In addition to the cleanup 
activities, the organizers 
installed dustbins outside 
various shops and set 
up hoardings to spread 
awareness about waste 
management. These 
steps are expected to 
encourage responsible 
behavior and contribute 
to a cleaner, more beauti-
ful Patnitop & Nathatop. 

  Speaking about the ini-
tiative, Mr. Vivek Parihar, 
Director & CEO of LFO-

BHF, said, “Our aim is to 
instill a sense of respon-
sibility towards the envi-
ronment in every individ-
ual. This drive is just the 
beginning of many more 
such initiatives.” 

  Mr. Samar, Environ-
ment Domain Incharge 
(LFO-BHF), added, 
“Maintaining cleanliness 
is not just about aesthet-
ics; it's crucial for the 
health of our ecosystem. 
We are grateful for the 
support from our vol-
unteers and partners in 
making this event a suc-
cess.” 

  The drive resulted in 
the collection of 1478 kg 
of waste, significantly 
improving the cleanliness 
of the area. 

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, July 
28: In response to the 
request from the leaders 
of Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) Bhadarwah 
unit, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) 
Bhadarwah Sudarshan 
Kumar today visited 
Upper Dhalain Village of 
Additional District Bha-
darwah. During the visit, 
ADC was accompanied 
by senior functionaries 
of PDP Bhadarwah Unit 
and locals.

A release in this regard 
stated that the visit was 
aimed to address long-
standing issues concern-
ing infrastructure and 
amenities crucial for the 
village's development. 
On this occasion, ADC 
was briefed by local lead-
ers about the pressing 
concerns of the villagers 
including the need for a 
proper road, improved 
electric supply and a 
durable bridal path, 
release said.

During his comprehen-
sive inspection, ADC 
meticulously assessed 
the existing condi-
tions and infrastructure 
deficiencies in Upper 
Dhalain village. He inter-
acted with residents to 
gain first hand insights 
into their daily challenges 
and listened attentively 
to their grievances. The 
vil lagers expressed  
gratitude for the ADC's 
prompt response and 

proactive approach 
towards resolving their 
issues.

In his assurance to 
the inhabitants of the 
village, ADC  asked the 
concerned for immedi-
ate action to address 
all highlighted concerns 
effectively. He empha-
sized the administration's 
commitment to improve 
the quality of life in 
rural areas and affirmed 
that the construction 
of a pucca bridal path, 
enhancement of elec-
tric supply, replacement 
of rotten wooden elec-
tric poles, proper water 
supply to the habitation 
and exploration of a 
viable road link for Upper 
Dhalain Village will be 
the top priorities of the 
administration.

"The visit of ADC not 
only underscored the 
administration's respon-
siveness to local needs 
but also reaffirmed its 
dedication to inclusive 

development across 
Bhadarwah," Zonal 
President PDP Bhadar-
wah and constituency 
incharge Zaffar Hus-
sain Wani observed. 
He further added that 
as discussions continue 
between the administra-
tion and local represen-
tatives, the prospects for 
tangible improvements in 
infrastructure and living 
conditions appear prom-
ising for the residents of 
Upper Dhalain village.

Prominent among those 
who were present on the 
occasion included Altaf 
Hussain Khan(Vice Zonal 
President), Moham-
mad Salim Butt(Block 
President), Nazir Ahmed 
Shah(Sr Worker), Paras 
Ram(SC President), 
Bipin Kumar(President 
SC Youth), Amar 
Chand(Worker), Umar 
Tak(Ch ie f  O rgan -
iser), Tariq Hussain 
Khan(Block Vice Presi-
dent) and others.

Free Medical Camp at Baba Jitto Ji Temple 
in Jhiri Benefited 356 Patients

“Patnitop - Nathatop cleanliness drive: 
A shining example of Community Spirit”

ADC Bhadarwah Assesses Development 
Needs in Upper Dhalain Village
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JAMMU, July 28: Shiv 
Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit organized 
a Jan Chaupal in Ward 
No. 28 of Bakshi Nagar 
area of   Jammu today, lis-
tened to the problems of 
the people and assured 
every possible effort to 
solve them. On this occa-
sion, about two dozen 
people, influenced by 
the party's policies and 
ideas, joined the party.

Party state chief Manish 
Sahni,  announced 
the  Jammu city unit, 
appointed Rohan Malwal 
as president, Munish 
Anand as vice-president, 
Deepak Sharma as sec-
retary, Vishal Kumar as 
general secretary.Most 
of the peoples present on 
this occasion expressed  
deep  concern and anger 

over the power-water 
cuts, rising electricity 
bills and increasing crim-
inal incidents in Jammu. 
Party state chief Manish 
Sahni, who was present 
on this occasion, said 
that despite being rich in 

immense water resourc-
es and hydropower proj-
ects, the people of Jam-
mu-Kashmir have to face 
power-water cuts. Every 
time the electricity meter 
is changed, a promise 
of 24-hour power supply 

is made, but the power 
cuts continue as a tra-
dition and the same is 
the situation with water 
supply.  Sahni said that 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir are entitled to 
free electricity and water 

and Shiv Sena (UBT) will 
give them this right. On 
this occasion 'Vachan 
Nama/Sankalp Patra' 
based on people's aspi-
rations was distributed 
and an appeal was made 
to support with Shiv Sena 
(UBT) in the upcoming 
elections. Along with 
this  all the people pres-
ent expressed deep grief 
over the tragic accident 
that took place at an 
academy in Rajindra 
Nagar, Delhi, in which 
three students died, and 
expressed condolences 
to their families. On this 
occasion, President 
Women's Wing Meen-
akshi Chhibber, General 
Secretary Vikas Bakshi, 
Vice President Sanjeev 
Kohli, President Labour 
Wing Raj Singh, Shami, 
Manu Verma were pres-
ent.

Shiv Sena organised Jan-Chaupal, 
dozens joined the party
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JAMMU, July 28: The President of University Jammu 
Youth Forum (JYF), Rishu Sharma held a press confer-
ence and condemned the Director of Colleges Develop-
ment Council (CDC) of Jammu University Prof Rajeev 
Rattan alleging that the Director is misusing department 
local funds under the nose of the Vice Chancellor of 
Jammu University.

He said that VC in connivance with Director CDC and 
Local Fund Committee is transferring departmental local 
funds to other departments for misuse trashing rules with 
impunity. Just a few months ago, the department gave 
Rs. 10 lakhs from funds to Bhadarwah Campus for the 
establishment of Labs.

He also said that purchasing new 7 vehicles from local 
funds for distributing vehicles to different departments.

Rishu Sharma asked the University authority to tell 
whether any scholarship has been given to any student 
till date when the administration charges the admission 
fees from Students. Instead of spending for the facility of 
students, University authority is misusing the student’s 
funds for their own benefits ignoring the students.

He further said that despite the Department of Col-
leges Development Council having three vehicles at its 
disposal, the Director purchased a new vehicle for himself 
costing around Rs 18 lakh. 

He demanded that LG should get the last 5 years audit 
done to know the factual position as to how much money 
came into the Private/government colleges by way of 
transferring funds from other departments and where 
spent.

The University President has appealed to the Financial 
Advisor to JKUT and VC JU to get all this investigated 
and those misusing money should be punished.

Among those who were present in the press-confer-
ence included, Sachine Gupta, Deepak Kumar, Sunil 
Sharma,and Anil Sharma. 

Dir of Colleges Development 
Council JU  misuses 
departmental local funds
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DODA, July 28: In a 
nail-biting finish, ALFA 
ALLIGATORS emerged 
victorious against [Oppo-
nent] in a thrilling match 
at SPORTS STADIUM 
DODA on 28-07-2024.

CITY WARRIORS won 
the toss and elected to 
bowl first. ALFA ALLIGA-
TORS batting first post-
ing a competitive total of 
110. The top scorer was 
Saransh  with 14 runs in 
16 bowls.  While bowling 
Rajeshwari took 3 wickets 
and Mohd Khalid took 2 
wickets and Arbaz, Sabir, 
Gazi shared 1 wicket each.

In response, CITY 
WARRIORS put up a 
strong fight, but ultimately 
fell short by 5 runs.

The pick of the bowlers 
for ALFA ALLIGATORS 
was Gagan, Nishant and 
Anuj Manhas who took 2 
wickets each.

"This was a great team 
effort and we're thrilled 
with the win," said Rijul 
Thakur, captain of ALFA 
ALLIGATORS. "We're 
looking forward to our 
next match and continu-
ing our winning streak."

The match was offici-
ated by Pramod Thakur 
and Sarthak Rakwal.

Alfa Alligators wins thriller 
against City Warriors


