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PM Modi pays tribute to bravehearts

[ ]

oo on Kargil Vijay Diwas in Drass ‘¢ Xarst! War Marty:
deputed to attend 1 J made the supreme sac-

rifice in the service of
WOI'kShOp on the motherland during
] 1 India’s victory in ‘Opera-
lmplementatlon tion Vijay’,” Sinha posted
of RTI Act on X.

JAMMU, July 26
(Agencies): The Gen-
eral Administration
Department (GAD) of
Jammu and Kashmir
Government has deput-
ed 15 officers from
different departments
to attend a one day
workshop on imple-
mentation of RTI Act in
the UT, at J&K Institute
of Management, Public
Administration and
Rural Development in
Srinagar.

Father Dies
on Marriage
Day of His
Two
Daughters in
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Jul 26
(Agencies): In a heart-
wrenching turn of
events, Nissar Ahmad
Mir, a 50-year-old busi-
nessman from Haril vil-
lage in the Mawer block
of Handwara, passed
away on the very day
his two daughters were
to be married. The trag-
edy has cast a shadow
over the celebrations,
turning a day of joy into
one of profound grief.

Nissar Ahmad, son
of Mohammad Mag-
bool Mir, had been
eagerly preparing for
the weddings of his two
daughters, which were
scheduled for Saturday
and Sunday. However,
fate had other plans.
According to local news
gatherer KNT, Nissar
Ahmad passed away
in the early morning
hours of Friday, around
4 am, leaving the family
and the entire village in
shock.

The sudden demise
led to the immediate
cancellation of the
wedding ceremonies.
Elders from both fami-
lies were consulted,
and it was unanimously
decided to postpone
the celebrations in light
of the tragic circum-
stances. The family is
now grappling with the
profound loss of their
patriarch, whose pres-
ence was central to the
upcoming matrimonial
ceremonies.

Nissar Ahmad Mir
was a well-known busi-
nessman in the area
and is survived by his
four daughters. The
community mourns with
the family, recognizing
the immense void left
by his untimely depar-
ture. The importance of
marriage in the fabric
of family life makes this
loss even more poi-
gnant, as the joyous

mTurn to page 9

KARGIL (Ladakh), July
26: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday
paid tribute to brave-
hearts who made the
supreme sacrifice in the
line of duty in the 1999
Kargil War. The Prime
Minister laid a wreath at
the Kargil War Memoria
in Drass, Ladakh, on
the occasion of the 25th
Kargil Vijay Diwas.

Chief of Defence Staff
Gen Anil Chauhan and

all ranks of the armed
forces also joined
in remembering the
supreme sacrifice made
by the soldiers during
the Kargil war.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh offered
his tributes to the valiant
bravehearts of the Kargil
War at the National War
Memorial in the national
capital Delhi.

Earlier, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said

Sharad Puri arrested

JAMMU, July 26
(Agencies): Continu-
ing investigations into
Avtar Singh murder
case at Greater Kai-
lash, the Jammu police
has arrested a contrac-
tor Sharad Puri, resident
of Trikuta Nagar for his
alleged involvement in
conspiracy that led to
murder.

On May 2, seven
accused including the
notorious land grabber
Ravinder Kumar alias

Gola Shah were arrest-
ed for their involvement
in murder of a 39-year-
old man, over land dis-
pute.

that Kargil Vijay Diwas is
a symbol of the unwav-
ering resolve and valour
of the brave soldiers of
the army.

“Kargil Vijay Diwas is a
symbol of the unwaver-
ing resolve of the valor
of the brave soldiers of
the army. In the Kargil
war, the brave soldiers
displayed the ultimate
valor in the inaccessible
hills of the Himalayas
and forced the enemy

Avtar Singh murder case: Contractor

FIR (39/24) under
section 307/323
/447/147/1PC was reg-
istered against Parsho-
tam Singh, son of Gian
Singh, resident of village
Kartholi Tehsil Bari Brah-
mana, Samba, Ravin-
der Kumar alias Gola
Shah, his son Rakshat,
Sheikh Mehmood, son
of Sheikh Ghulam Mus-
tafa and others.

Taking action over the

killing of a 39-year-old
mTurntopage 9

army to kneel down, and
made the country proud
by hoisting the tricolour
again in Kargil,” Shah
posted on X.

“Today on ‘Kargil Vijay
Diwas’ | salute the brave
soldiers who protected
the motherland with their
courage in this war. The
nation will never forget
your sacrifice, dedica-
tion and sacrifice,” he
added.

mTurn to page 9

SIA attaches property of absconding
Narco-Terrorist in Poon

. T
JAMMU, July 26
(Agencies): In a sig-
nificant crackdown
on narco-terrorism,

: " ”\ v
SRINAGAR, July 26
(Agencies): Jammu

and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
on Friday paid tributes to
the martyrs of the 1999

Kargil war.

“On the 25th anni-
versary of Kargil Vijay
Diwas, | pay my humble
tributes to brave armed
forces personnel, who

On July 26, 1999, the
Indian Army announced
the successful culmina-
tion of “Operation Vijay”,
declaring victory after a
nearly three-month-long
battle on the icy heights
of Kargil in Ladakh.

The day is observed
as ‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’
to commemorate India’s

=Turn to page 9
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Opposition party leaders to

meet in Jammu on August 7

SRINAGAR, July 26
(Agencies): The leaders
of the Opposition parties
are scheduled to meet

the State

Investiga-
tive Agency (SIA) has
attached the property of
Mohd Liyaqgat, a promi-

on August 07 at Hotel
Raddison in Narwal area
of Jammu to discuss
several issues.

Senior CPI (M) leader
MY Tarigami said that
the meeting will discuss
the issue of amend-
ments to Transaction
of Business of the Gov-
ernment of Jammu and
Kashmir Rules 2019

mTurntopage 9

ch

nent narco-terrorist cur-
rently evading arrest.
The attached property,
spanning 01 kanal and
9 Marlas, is situated in
Khari Karmara, Poonch
district.

This action follows FIR
No. 69/2023 filed at P/S
Poonch / SIA Jammu,
under Section 83 of
the Criminal Procedure
Code (CRPC). The
attachment order was

issued by the
mTurnto page 9

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

Jal Shakti Dept
suspends two
employees,
issues
show-cause
notice to AEE, JE
over Baramulla
water crisis

BARAMULLA, July
26 (Agencies): Fol-
lowing massive outcry
over the drinking water
crisis, the Jal Shakti
Department has sus-
pended two employees
and issued showcause
notices to Assistant
Executive Engineer and
JE of Jal Shakti depart-
ment Baramulla for their
“failure in supplying and
regulating water supply
in area falling under their
jurisdiction.”

The Jal Shakti Depart-
ment has taken disci-
plinary action against its
employees following a
massive outcry over the
ongoing drinking water
crisis in the Baramulla
district.

The Assistant Execu-
tive Engineer (AEE)
of PHE Sub Division
Baramulla, Imtiyaz
Ahmad Syed, and
Junior Engineer (JE)
Er Mudasir Nayeem
Rather of PHE Sub
Division Pattan, have
been served showcause
notices.

The notices cite their
inability to address the
severe water scarcity
despite repeated warn-
ings and directives.

“The public has been
facing significant hard-
ship due to the inad-
equate water supply,
leading to protests and
blockades on the nation-
al highway on two occa-
sions,”

“You are hereby
directed to explain your
position within two days
as to why action under
the J&K Govt. employ-
ee (Conduct Rules) of
1971 shall not be taken
against you,” reads
the order issued vide
number PHE/Bla/Estt-
2394-2400, dated July
25, 2024.

In another order issued
by the Executive Engi-
neer of the Jal Shakti
Department (PHE) Divi-
sion Baramulla, two

mTurntopage 9



OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, July 26, 2024

TENTH DAY |

BHOG SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB
AND ANTIM ARDAS

To pray for the departed soul and to seek
strangth for accapting the will of Akal Purakh
Shri Akhand Path Sahib = being held for
5. Amandesp Singh (Rishu) S/o 5 MNirmal
Singh Rio 110 Roulki, Bakshi Nagar Jammu
Programme: Arambh Shri Akhand Path
Sahib at our residents 25-7-2024 Thursday
at 9.00 AM

Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahik on Saturday
the 27th of July 2024,

Shabad Kirtan and Antim Ardas will be performed at Gurudwara

Bakshi Magar from 10.30 AM to 12.00 Moon.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Father & Mother
Balbir Kaur & Mirmal Singh - Retd (IDAS)

Chacha & Chachi

Simmi Kour & Jaswanl Singh (Retd. Manager J& K Bank)

Phone MNo. 9103728077, 0419108515

AMANDEEP
SINGH (RISHU)

TENTH DAY/UTHALA

With profound grief and sormow we mgrat to inform
the =ad demise of our beloved Sh., Thoru Ram|
Sharmma RJ/o Chohata Chowk, Main Bazar Samba,
whao left for heavenly abode on 13-00-2024,

10th Day will be performed on Sunday, 21-07-
2024 at Paci Mandi Hall Chouhata Samba from
l0am o 12 Moon.

|uthala shal be performed at Facd Mandi Hall on
Saturday, 27-07-2024 at 4 pm,

|Grief Stricken:

Sanbosh Kurmari [Wiffe)

|(Son & Daughber-in-law)

4

Jlaneshwar Sharma & Rashi

Sumnil Kumar & Prem Lata

Reeta Sharma Wjo Ram Pal Sharma
Cawvinder Kumar & Meenu Sharma

Fawan Kumar & Anumdha Sharma

Cmikar Fadha & Ghanchla Fedha

Subhash Sharma & Mahni Sharma
Anuradha Sharma W'o Shiv Kurmar Shamma

Sh. Thoru Ram
Sharma

Mob: TRES491277

HARAM SHANT / UTHALA
Charamshant of ow beloved Smit. Eaull:al
Poonchi [Retd. A M.T. School) will be performed

n 28th July 2024 (Sunday) at residence F-187

Bakshi Magar, Jammu. Sai] Pooja st 11.30 am fol-
lowed by Bhram Bho|.
Uthala will be held &l Smwiti Bhavan (Lower Ha'll:ll
Shree Geela Mandir, Bakshi Nagar, Jammu on
288 July (Sunday) from 5.00 o 6.00 pm,
GRIEF STRICKEM

Pt Surash Poonchi (Husband)

Mr. Dinesh Poonchi & Manju - Beta & Bahu

L ate Anubhav Poonchi - Son

2mLl Pushpa Wio Late Romesh Poondhi {(Jetha mi)
Sh. Yugal Kishore & Relkha - Devar & Devran|
SmL Rajni & Sh. Ashok Kumar (Retd. Lact) - Sister

Smt Asha & Sh. Rajiv Amla - Bhabi & Brother
Smt Savi & Sh. Sanjeey Amla - Bhabi & Brother
Grand Children : Prema & Divya

Tel. Mo.: 8713955555, 9320 546005, 9T968R87E8

Smt. Savita Poonchi

Smt Meenaxi & Sh. Kuldeep Kumar (B0QSE) - Skster & Jija

(Retd. AM.T. School)

& Jija

KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound gnef and somow, we regret fo
nform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Chanchal Gupta Wi Sh. Kameshwar|
Gupla Rio Randa Bhadarwah who left for
heavenly adobe on 16-07-2024.

Kriya wil be performed at our Residence Rainda f
Bhadarwah on 27-07-2024 (Saturday) from 1:00
PM onwards.

Uthala will be perormed at owr Resikdence Rainda

Bhaderwa h on 27-07-2024 at 5:00 PM
GRIEF STRICKEN

Mr. Kameshwar Gupta (Husband)
Son's and Daughter's in law:

Mr. Tushar Mahajan and Shivani Gupta.
Mr. Sahakash Mahajan and Luxmi Gupta,
Grand Daughters and Grand Sons:

5N ""'4411
Smt. Chanchal
Gupta

Nitya Pushta, Gatl Nishta, Pratiyarg Mahajan, Tashit Mahajan.
Mobile: 9419932934, 9596935000
G Medical Hall Bhadarwalh.

CG Diagnostics Lab Bhadarwah.

A A A

|With profound grief and sorow, we inform the sad
and unimely damisa of our belowved Sh. Bri Krishan
|Raina Sfo Lata Shri Sarwanand Raina orignal resk
dant of Chandapora Habba Kadal Srinagar Kashmir
at presant Village Ghat, Distt Doda J&K who left for
|heaverly abode on 18-07-2024.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performad at thair rasi-
dence, on 28-07-2024 (Morning) Vilage Ghat,
Bus Stand Near Jamla Masjid Distt Doda J&K.

GRIEF STRICKEN
=mt Indira Raina (Wife)

Meenu Raina (Daughter)
Smt Santosh Raina (B habhi)

E All Nears & Dears
[Mobile No: 9906299241, 8825014437

Vijay Raina & Shallu Raina (Son & Daughter-in-law)
Chandrika Arora & Rahul Arora (Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Smt Dura Ji Bhan W/o Late Sh Hira Lal Bhan (Sister)

Brij Knshan Raina

Wi prelamned g | Sormom e el el 0 i el hesad dereeecl ol
o 5. K hmir Sngh JI 58 Lak 5. Kaam Singh R Lane o 3,
nl Tadaty Diglana who coragha e b jourmey of o & fef us Tor eavan.

{ adi o 184 ity DE,

RO FA MWE § Feside nce

mirbh Bhei Ako il Palh S hibeor Thursdey 250 July 2004 o8 5 A4

hag Shil Ak Pabh Salison Samday 370 Ly 004 & 3300

Uriidesi B bal

HTIM ARDAS uil o Feid ol Guudeam Srgh Sabha, Kan Tdab

piana, Jerarru an Sofddey 27 h July 2038 fom 10200 A o 1 ROOH,
GREF

. Hertamrm St - Wite
i & (D o rdre e
1. Rerjest Ko & 5. Gurmuikh Engh

Woc m Elkeciro nios, 3 wnu B ok Magas Jarmmid

Flon HawajesiKar § 5 e Srgh

Wom firmie Furniluie, Bisbrah Foad Sullrpud

. Hudweni Har & & e Singh |Deug hierS Sorin:Law]

G3-E7000, D413 19010, SEATI- 15340

UTHALA

Wik polound ored and sormow we egrel B o e s
damise of Sh. Anmaol Retten Bethi 52 L1 Sh. Gour Sharkesr
B=ihi pn 24 Jube D024

Lthwala will e pararmed af Shiv Dungs Mancie FEeasham Ghare
Colany, Jormmuatd -5 pon on ZT1h July 2024 (5t u ooy |
GRIEF STRMKEN !

Bt Fuman Sethi- Wife

Brens ond Doughters =i md o

kir. Sdharh Sathiand Mm. Mkt Sharme

bir. 5 hsbyhes m Se il and M. Sogandh Kakosr

Histers ond Brothers-in-dmer

Emt Mo Tendonarnd Sh. Vinod Tandon

Emt. Bhanl Sethi and Sh. Ay Sardotra (e

Brother in-low & Sister-imn-low

Eh. Rorma Kant Bhaomin & Sme. Dimple Baosin

Eigtar- - lovws & Hrothor-in-lows

Emt. Moch v Modhotra Wee Li. St funupen Medfoia

Eml Sunits Boba omd Sh. Ramosh Batm

Emt AamAbel Wis Lt Sho G hander Mohan Abod

Emt Som| Chadbe and Sh. Sonjsey Choadbka

Emt Amjana Apcro and Sh. Asivwar Sroro

Oir. Band hanm Bhamin

=il Uponons Chamk (Ao ) "o L Sh Vijay Chorak

Grand Childrn Hiornk Sei

SHADMOS/MASWAR

Six manths havwe passed sinte you left for your etes-
| journey, Physically wou ame not with us, but we allj
| your presence in every moment of ife, your lov-
ng rmemorkes ame still fresh inour bearts., Your noble,
mest and graceful life will alvays be remem bered .
& pray o God for etemal peace o the nobiz soul,
dmos & Maswar of mother Labte Raj -
umard Koul, W/o Ramesh Wali Rfo 263-4 Patolif
angztrian Jammu will b= performed on 28th & 29th
f Juby 2024 at Jammu Yaod Bhavean Hardwar,
EEPLY REMEMBERED & MISSED BY:-

. Rarmesh Wall (Husband )

allavi & anmol 'Wali (Daughter in lw & Son)

t & Sh. A.K. Kothe (Bhabi & Brother-in-law)
L& Sh. ALE. Fotha (Bhabi & Brothar-in-law)
b Sh. Sanjesy Kou (Sister B Brother-in-law)

t Wiy Peshin [(Sister)

L& Sh Dr. f=hwani koul (Sister & Brother-in-law)

L& Sh. Sanjay Thissu (Sister & B rother-in-Baw)

ast Wallis, Kothas, Peshin's, Koul's, Thassu's amd Munshi Familles.
alb: = FOO6549539, 9149496310 and 96222376511

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & immensa sorrow, we
infam the sad & untimely demisa of Sh. Vidya
Dhar Bhan S/c Lt Sh. Vish Math erstwhile res-
ident of Marand Mattan Kashmir presently at]
House Mo, 4, Lane No. 1, Adarsh Nagar (Mear
JE&EK Bank) Paloura Jammu whao | eft for heaven-
Iy abode on 19th of July, 2024,

Tenth Day Kriya will be perfformed at Muthi
Ghat {Near Directorate of School Education,|
Muthi) on 28772024 (Sunday) with subsaguent|
Moum Gathering at 8:30 AM at the sama
wErua.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Sumitra Bhan - Wife

Sons & Daughte rs-in-law

Smi. Suman & Sh, Vimal Bhan

Smi. Swrita & Sh. Vinod Kr. Bhan

Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smt, Veana & Sh. Rajinder Fandita

Smi. Kiran & Sh, Ashutosh Sher

Grand Children : Ayush, Ashish, Aryan, Himanshi, Anshu, Arushi
Mob.: 3910465014, TEES390934, TOOGE4D 142, TODESSTAE1S

10TH DAY KRIYA 7

WWith F!I'ﬂi'l:l_.lnl:! ﬂﬁﬁ‘l’ and sorow, 'wa infaorm the E.Ed
demise of our beloved Sh Jagar Nath Pandita S/o
Late Sh Hari Ram Pandila eriginally from \Village
Sofi Hamam Sopore Kashmir A'p Lane Moo 25
Block Mo, 160 Flal Mo, 15 Jag Migrant Camp
Magrota Jammu who left for heavenly abode on 27-
O7F-2024 (Monday )

Tenth Day Hriva will be performed on 31-07-24
Wednesday al Muthi Ghal near Directorsle of

School Education at 6.30 A,

el Sarcken

ShC L Pandis & Smil Jyoli Pand ks -Son & Deig Marin-low
Sl Hitan Pandils & Smi Babll Pandis -

Sl Sanwmh & Sh Bl J) Pandd- Daugitsr & Son-in-law
Gt Means Rains & Bh Soish R - -do-

Sl veeda Bhat & Sh Sishi K Broe- o

Grand Children - Alahay, Shaly, Ry, Skt Led, Dia, K hna Parl Jia, Priva
WMol 480201512 OTOTIAZZ SR

=. Kashmir Singh Ji

SH. ANMOL
RATTAN SETHI

Late Raj Kumari Koul

Sh. Vidya Dhar Bhan

Sh Jagar Math Pandita

KRIYA | RASAM PAGRI

With profound g rief and somow, we inform the ssd

demizs of our belbved Sh, Govird Ram Sharma

(Sfo. Late Sh, Daya Ram Sharma ) of Marh Drabi,

Handoli Magrola {al present H No. 48, Kudma

Hanshi Ramn, Jain Bazar, Jammu) who laft for

teavenily abode on Wednesday, 171h July 2024

KRINA will be perfomed al our residence H. No.

@6, Kucha Kanshi Ram, Jain Bazar, Jammu on

Saturday, Z7th Juky, 2024 at 12:00 noon

RASAM PAGRI wil be pariamed at owr residence

H. Mo &, Kucha Kanshi Ram, Jain Bazar, Jammu

on Saturday, 27th Juy, 2024 at 43:00 pm

GRIEF STRICKEN :

SmL Veerta Devi (Wife)

Sons & Daughier in Law :

Mrs. Karuna Sharma & Mr. Maresh Humar

MK Harun Sharma (Som)

Daughters & Sons In Law :

Wrs. Sunect Sharma & Mr. Rajesh Bhasin

Mrz. Senia Sharma & Mr, Sachin Sharma

Bhabhi & Bhalya :

Smt. Soma Devi & Lale Sh. Buta Ram

Smi Geata Devi & Late Sh Dittu Ram

Smt Puehpa Devi & Sh Bodh Raj Sharma

Smt Guddi Devi & 3h, Kaku Ram

Smt Geeta Devi & Sh. Prabhu Dayal
SANMOTRA FAMILY

5h. Govind Ram Sharma

9459220231, 9858543415,
FERIICH03, TO0EI21201

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh Jagar Math
Pandita S/c Late Sh Harl Ram Pandita criginally
from village Sofi Hamam Sopore Kashmir AP
Lane Mo. 25 Block Mo. 180 Flat Mo. 15 Jag
Migrant Camp Nagrota Jammu wha left for heav-
anly abode on 22.7.24 (Menday).

TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be performed on
3. 7.24 (Wednasday) at Muthi Ghat near$hJagar Nath Pandiia
Diractorate of School Educafion at 8.30 AM

Mouming will be performed at Community Hall

Lane No. 24 Backside.

(GRIEF STRIC KEN :

Lt Sh Afrar Math Parditn & LISt Shesls Pard its -Brether & Bhabhi

Sh Pamy Lal Pandita & L1, Smt Mouni Pandia -Brother & Bhabhi

Smi Kamlawati Karth 8 Lt Smé Duljigri Sistars

ShCL Pandila & SmtJyoll Pandits- Son & Daughte r-in-law

Sh Kan Pandita & Smi Babl Pandia - -do-

Smi Sanlosh & Sh Bilu Ji Pandil- Daughter & Son in law

Smi Mzera Raina & Sh Satish Raina- -do-

St Vieerm Bhat & Sh Sushil Kr Bhat -do-

GRAND CHILDREM: Akshay Shelu, Ribu, Shibu Urel, Diya, Krshra Pari, Jiva, Priva
Moh Nos 469281512, STSTI62E56

TENTH DAY

Wilth a heavy hearl, we negrel o ndorm the sad
pemies of our baloved and everoving fathar Sh
Bushan Lal Jinsi Sio Late Raghu kath Jinsi Rio
Malik Angan Faieh Kadal Simgar Kashmir presenty
residing al - Flat B 408 2th Floor Tower B Apex Our
Homes Sociely Sec 37C Gurugram Hanam 122001
on 23-07-2024.

Tenth Day wil be performed al Gamga Ghal, Garh
Mukteshwar Bridge Hagur UP at .30 am onwands
on 1st August, 2024,

Deepy missed and remembened by

Smt Sark Jirsl (Wire)

Smi Shee b Jins Wio Late Sh Piyam Lal Jinsi

Daug hter-in-imws and Sons

Smt Sheell Rana and MNeera) Jinsi

Smt Shivale Bhet and Dhwara) Jinsi

Smt Purmmy sl and Late Mali Lal Jins

Smt Surita Jinsiand Sunil Jins

Smt Aa| Dhulsr Koul Wo Lt G K Koul (Sister)

Dawg hters and Son-n-law

Smt Suria Jingland Rahu Dass

Smt Sarajini Koul and Karmeal Krishan

Grand Childrén : Shean, Vansh, Sakshi

7053990005 9318002014

.‘5\;
Sh Bushan Lal Jinsi

emiza of cur beloved Smt. Anlta Pandita (Bitia) Dio
Late Sh. Lambedhar Nath Sharma native of Vill Hawl .
Fulwama, Kashmiron 22-07-2024.
Wourning frm Malyun Side wil be held at Sac. &2,
Magjid Mohala, Laxmipuram, Chinare, Banlalab,
Jarmmu - 181123 upte Sunday (26-07-2024),
(G rief Stricken
Bhabhl -
St Kundan Srarma Wio LL Sh. Hira La| Sharma

3h. Kamal J| Sharma & Smé, Pushpa Ji Smit. Anita Pandita
Mephews & Mieces (Bitta)
Alok Riaves & Kiran Revea

Aghish Bhal & Purnima Shama Bhat
Rahul Sharma & Shikha Zutshi

Vikag Sharma & Privanka Gupta Mb: 6005338053, 0419203808, TOOG0G 1484

DHARAM SHANT / UTHALA
Dharamshant of our beloved Smt. Savita
Poonchi (Retd. A.M.T. School) will be pedformed
on 28th July 2024 (Sunday) at residence F-187
Bakshi Nagar, Jammu. Saij Pooja at 11.30 am fol-
lowed by Bhram Bha).

Uthala will be held at Smriti Bhavan (Lower Hal)
Shree Geeta Mandir, Bakshi Nagar, Jammu on
28th July (Sunday) from 5.00 to 6.00 pm

GRIEF STRICKEN

Pt Suesh Poonchi (Husband)

Wr. Dinesh Poonchi & Masju - Beta & Babu

Lale Anubhav Poorchi - Son

Smt Pushpa Wio Late Romesh Poonchi {Jethani)

Sh. Yogal Kehom & Rebha - Devar & Devranl

Smt. Savita Poonchi|
{Retd. A.M.T. School)

Sml. Rajni & Sh. Ashok Kemar (Reld. Lecl) - Sister & Jja
Emt Meen=ih Sh Hulbeep Kumar (BOEE) - Sister & Jija
Smt Asha B Sh. Rajv Amis - Bhabl & Brother

Smit Savi& Sh. Saney Ambs - Bhabl & Brother

Snit Satya & Sh Satpal Shamma-Nanad & Maredol

Smi Madhu Bali (Pitu) Nowshes- -do-

Grand Children : Prma & Diya

Tel. Mo.: BT13850558, 0020546005, GTOGELATER

— TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform that our beloved Smt. Ushal
Gupta left for her heavenly abode on
14/07/2024 . Her sirength will confinue to
guide us and we will cherish her fond
memories forever.

The TENTH DAY will be pedormed en
23/07/2024 at 11 AM at Tangri Palace,|
Kathua followed by Uthala at 1 PM,
RASAM PAGRI will be performed on
27-07-2024 (Saturday) at 2 PM at our
residence,

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Prof. LK Gupta (Husband)

Ms. Pooja Mahajan (Daughter)

Mr. Arvind Mahajan (Son) & Ms. Annu Mahajan (Daughier In Law)
Ms. Simran, Arihaan & Aarya (Grand Children)

Spring Dales Family, Al Near & Dear Ones

Mobile Numbers- 9622215222, 9419150947, 8527845353, 941924T028]

.

SMT. USHA GUPTA
05th- July 1953 to béth July 2004
SPRING DALES SCHOOL,

KATHUA (PRINCIFAL)

TENTH DAY / KRIYA / UTHALA

With prodound grief a nd sarmow, we regret io infom that
aur bedowed Smit. Uktama Devi (Wi L. Sho Shiv Ram
Proschdi) of Purmanda | passsd away peacefully an 15th
of July 224 at her & sdence.

The Tanth Day shall be pedormed on 24th of July, 2024
Wednesday af 11.00 am =t our residence, Pumandal,
The Kriya shall be periomed on Thursday 23ih of Julyj
2024, al our resdance.

Lithata shall be performed on Saluday 27ih of July
2024, al our resdance at 4.00 pm Al
GRIEF STRIC KEN + # L

(D ughter-in-kaw & Sons) -
Smi. Asha Sharma & 5h Yash Pal Sharma St. Uttama Devi
2mil. Suman Sharra & Sh Viay Kumar Shema

SmL Manisha Shanme & Sh, Ved Prakash Sharma

=mit. Anita Sharma & Sh Rakesh Sharma

=mi. Vaishno Sharma & She Naresh Sharma (Daughter & Sonin-law)

2mil. Sude sh Sharma & Sh. Darshan Shama {Daughter & Son-in-kw)

Proach Family.

Mob.: 6005039362, TO0E2S1Z20, TOOGRSSZ0T, 979664 1168

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and somow, we inform

the sad demise of cur beloved Smt. Anita

Pandita R/o H.No. 242, Sectord, Vinayak

Magar, Muthi, Jammu on 22-07-2024.
ENTH DAY will be performed at Muthl Ghat

et 10:00 AM on 31-07-2024 (Wednesday),

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Ravi Kumar Pandita - Husband

Sh. Rohan Pandita -San

Daughter and Son-in-law

Smit. Archana and Nitin Chowdhary

SMT. ANITA PANDITA

CONTACT NO: 6005764650, 7889912715

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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JKEEGA seeks filling up of vacant positions
across all levels, regularization

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Electrical Engineering
Graduates Association
(JKEEGA) led by its Gen-
eral Secretary Sachin
Tickoo, flanked by
Executive Council mem-
bers Gulshan Bhagat,
Rajeshwar Jamwal, (
Vice President’s), Vishal
Singh Chib, Ankush
Sharma, Ankush Gupta,(
Provincial Secretar-
ies), Rohit Gupta, Vijay
Sharma, Rajeev Gupta,
Vipul Sharma (Organiz-
ing Secretaries), Ravi
Karloopia, Sumit Sharma
Jlliyas Haroon, (Secre-

“DCIATION | 'Jém), s

taries), on Friday held a
press conference here at
Press Club Jammu.

While speaking to the
media, Sachin Tickoo
informed that Power
Engineers of J&K state
have been working tire-
lessly for achieving the
targets set by Govern-
ment in respect of rev-
enue realization and
also ensuring speedy
implementation of the
centrally sponsored
schemes like RDSS and
works under the CAPEX
resulting that year on
Year revenue realized
increased by 17% in
2023-24 and power reli-
ability increased consid-
erably.

While the Government
also has subsidized tariff
for consumers as per the
tariff petition filed before
the commission and
reported in sections of
media also.

However the engineers
have been awaiting since
last so many years that
their Human Resource
Issues will be resolved
especially the regu-
larization and assured
career progression/
time bound promotion in
the Gazetted cadre. It is
pertinent to mention that
the current lot of all the
Engineers including the
Executive Director/Chief
Engineer is Assistant
Engineer on substan-
tive basis and none of
the Working engineers
is above the grade of
Assistant Engineer,

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: Mark-
ing 15 glorious years of
its flagship scholarship
examination ANTHE,
Aakash Educational Ser-
vices Limited (AESL), the
national leader in test pre-
paratory services, proud-
ly announces the launch
of the latest edition of the
highly anticipated Aakash
National Talent Hunt
Exam (ANTHE) 2024.

The popular and most-
sought after exam offers
students from Class VII-
XIl the chance to earn
up to 100% scholar-
ships along with signifi-
cant cash awards, help-
ing them achieve their
dreams of a successful
career in medicine or
engineering.

This year, an excit-
ing addition includes a
5-day all-expenses-paid
trip to the Kennedy Space
Center in Florida, USA,
for five outstanding stu-
dents.

The John F. Kennedy
Space Centre, located
in Florida, is one of the
National Aeronautics
and Space Administra-
tion's (NASA) ten field
centres in the United
States. ANTHE scholar-
ship recipients will ben-
efit from Aakash's exten-
sive coaching programs,
which prepare students
for exams such as NEET,
JEE, State CETs and
scholarships like NTSE
and Olympiads.

Deepak Mehrotra, CEO
and MD of Aakash Edu-
cational Services Lim-

therefore all the impedi-
ments and hurdles need
to be cleared in order to
regularize the services
of the serving/retired
engineers and adhere to
the State Administrative
Council Decision Dated-
22.10.2019 which had
stipulated that the pro-
cess of regularization
be completed before
November 2019.

Further scores of posts
at all levels from Junior
Engineer to Execu-
tive Director Level are
lying vacant. Further
since last more than
six months no engineer
in PDD has been pro-
moted at any level. As
far as vacancy position
is concerned, there are

following vacancies
ED-04, CE-10, SE-13,
XEN-64,, AEE-104.

JKEEGA appeals that
the establishment com-
mittee meeting may be
convened urgently to
fill the vacant positions
of Chief Engineer which
have accrued since
March 2023 and only 5
chief Engineers are man-
aging the work load and
responsibilities of not
only 15 Chief Engineers
but also EDs/MDs.

Further the Assistant
Engineers, who had been
promoted in Jan 2024,
are yet to be posted
against the higher posts
and continue to await
their postings.

The corporations of
JPDCL/KPDCL/JKPTL.
JKPCL have referred

ited (AESL), remarked,
“ANTHE has played a
crucial role in bridging the
gap between the aspi-
rations and abilities of
countless students. Cele-
brating these 15 years of
ANTHE, we have worked
to make our courses
accessible to deserv-
ing students across the
nation, regardless of their
location. ANTHE enables
students to prepare for
NEET and lIT-JEE exams
at their own pace, wher-
ever they are. We antici-
pate strong participation
in ANTHE 2024 and are
dedicated to guiding stu-
dents towards a bright
future.”

Celebrating its 15th suc-
cessful year, ANTHE has
a distinguished record of
nurturing top achievers.
Over the years, many of
its students have excelled
in prestigious examina-
tions, including top ranks
in NEET UG and JEE
Advanced.

Some notable achievers
who enrolled in Aakash
through ANTHE and
secured top ranks are:
Rishi Shekhar Shukla
(JEE Advanced 2024 AIR

around 292 posts of
Junior Engineers to
the Service Selection
Board vide their letter
nos: 729-30 Dated:
15/07/2024 and 763-64
dated; 16/7/2024. It is
enjoined upon the Ser-
vice Selection Board
to expedite the recruit-
ment of the Junior Engi-
neers—Elect. In order to
provide not only employ-
ment opportunity to the
youth but also their
services are urgently
required to undertake the
mamonth 5600 Crores
works earmarked under
RDSS and other CSS.
JKEEGA also appealed
to Additional Chief Sec-
retary Sh. Shaleen Kabra
and other members of
the Sub —Committee
formed by Government
for the Assured career
Progression scheme to
recommend the Gov-
ernment for issuance of
SRO of Engineers for
ACP which had been
approved by the then
State Cabinet in 2018
vide Cabinet Decision
no: 109/6/12018 Dated:
11/05/2018 and well
documented in the State
Budget in year 2018. It
is unfortunate that the
assured career pro-
gression was extended
to the Police and JKAS
services on the basis of
the same cabinet deci-
sion, but the same was
withheld till date in favour
of the Engineers of the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, whereas

25); Krishna Sai Shishir
(JEE Advanced 2024 AIR
67); Abhishek Jain (JEE
Advanced 2024 AIR 78)
among others. In NEET
2023, our top scorers
were Kaustav Bauri (AIR
03); Dhruv Advani (AIR
05); Surya Siddharth N
(AIR 06); Aditya Neeraje
(AIR 27) and Aakash
Gupta (AIR 28). ANTHE
2024 will take place from
October 19-27, 2024, in
both online and offline
modes across 26 states
and union territories in
India.

In addition to scholar-
ships of up to 100%, top
scorers will also receive
cash awards. ANTHE
offline exams will be
conducted on October
20 and 27, 2024 start-
ing 10:30 AM to 11:30
AM at all 315+ centers of
Aakash Institute across
the country while online
exams can be taken
from October 19 to 27,
2024 anytime during the
exam window. Students
can choose a one-hour
slot convenient to them.
ANTHE will be a one-
hour test carrying a total
of 90 marks and compris-

same is in place in other
neighboring states and
also in CPWD.

Further JKEEGA
seeks reinstatement of
the engineers who had
been suspended six
months back on account
of lesser billing and col-
lection efficiency. The
members recalled the
discussion held in the
chamber of worthy Chief
Secretary in the pres-
ence of Principal Secre-
tary PDD on 15.03.2024,
regarding reviewing the
suspension on merits
in expeditious manner.
However till date despite
lapse of considerable
time, none of them has
been reinstated caus-
ing deep mental agony
to them.

JKEEGA also sought
that since budget dis-
cussion is underway in
Parliament, the corpo-
rations of PDD should
be re-bundled as this
experiment of creating
water-tight cannons of
different unbundled cor-
porations in PDD has
not produced any useful
change for the consum-
ers nor the 21000 strong
workforce of employ-
ees. The employees
on deputation to these
unbundled corporations
have been suffering on
account of shortfalls in
Grant in Aid for sala-
ries/ and other allow-
ances like leave salary,
and children allowance,
thereby deteriorating
their service conditions

AESL celebrates 15 'glorious' years of ANTHE

Announces launch ofAN THE 2024, offers up to 100% scholarships for students

ing 40 multiple-choice
questions based on the
grade and stream aspira-
tions of students.

For Class VII-IX stu-
dents, the questions
will cover subjects such
as Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Mathematics
and Mental Ability. For
Class X students aspir-
ing for medical education,
the questions will cover
Physics, Chemistry, Biol-
ogy and Mental Abil-
ity, while for engineering
aspirants of the same
class, the questions will
cover Physics, Chem-
istry, Mathematics and
Mental Ability. Similarly,
for Class XI-XII students
who aim for NEET, ques-
tions will cover Physics,
Chemistry, Botany and
Zoology, while for engi-
neering aspirants they
will cover Physics, Chem-
istry and Mathematics.

The last date for submit-
ting the enrolment form
for ANTHE 2024 is three
days before the com-
mencement of the online
exam and seven days
before the offline exam.

The exam fee is INR
200 for both offline and
online mode. Students
can also avail a flat 50%
discount on the registra-
tion fee if they register
before 15th August 2024.

Results for ANTHE
2024 will be declared
on November 08, 2024,
for Class X students,
November 13, 2024,
for Class VII to IX, and
November 16, 2024, for
Class Xl| and XIll stu-
dents.

which in itself is a viola-
tion of Sec 133 Electricity
Act 2003 . The salaries
and employee expenses
should be delinked from
Grantin Aid mechanism.

The members appealed
to Manoj Sinha, Lt.
Governor J&K, Chief
Secretary J&K, Prin-
cipal Secretary, PDD
to resolve the burning
issues of the Engineer-
ing fraternity of Power
Development Depart-
ment and engineers in
general at an earliest so
that a renewed zeal is
infused among the fra-
ternity which is reeling
under stress due to non
redressal.

Rich Harvest School
Honors Kargll Heroes

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: In a
heartfelt morning assem-
bly, the students, teach-
ers, and management of
Rich Harvest School paid
tribute to the brave souls
of Kargil on Kargil Vijay
Diwas.

The solemn ceremony
began with a prayer led by
Preeti Rajput Ma'am, who
offered a moving remem-
brance of the nation's
martyrs.

Kanika from Class 8th
recited a poignant poem,
followed by a song by
Parambhav of Class 6th.
The students then sang
the patriotic anthem
"Vande Mataram," fill-
ing the atmosphere with

national pride.

Vice Principal Dr. Anita
Sharma inspired the stu-
dents with her own com-
position, "Ae Desh Ke
Veero Jago," invoking
deep patriotic fervor. Prin-
cipal madam, Anita Bhatia
ji delivered an emotional
speech, narrating the sac-
rifices of soldiers' mothers
and wives, and sharing
the heroic story of Captain
Vikram Batra, which left
everyone deeply moved.

UNION TERRITOH

WF JAMMIU & K&SHMIE

OFFICE THE EXECUTIVE EMGIMEER PWD (RAB) DIVISION UVDHAMPUR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e=MNIT MNo. 41 of 2024-25 Dated 24.07.2024

She emphasized the daily
remembrance and inspi-
ration we should draw
from these martyrs.

Students penned heart-
felt letters to the mothers
of the martyrs, bringing
tears to many eyes. The
assembly concluded with
two minutes of silence
in honor of the fallen
heroes, followed by the
national anthem, leaving
a profound impact on all
attendees.

For and on behalf of the Licnlenanl Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kazshmir e-tenders
are invited on percentage basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with Union Temitory of
J&K., CPWLY, Railways, MES and other State/Central Governments [or the following work:-

A Mame of Work Advertised Cost of Earmest Time Class of Head of
M. st dhicmmeni Mloney Allow el Conmirae- Accoumnt
(Rs. in (in Rs) for tor
lacs) completion
1. 2 EX . X . 7. f
1. Remowvistion  of (4 WNo, of 14,62 [ 2% ol O [ays “HACT s
Fesidentiol COunrters at Associabed |du:'11|z-rd Budget
Hoapital, GMC, Udhbampuor Par-H cosl Cind™
{ Ll ovveer weorhes )

Position of AAA:-
Position of T.5:-
Position of Funds:-

Avccorded
Accorded
Available

The Bidding documents Consisting of gualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings,
bill of guantities (B.0.0), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen'downloaded
tivoun the departmental website https/Viktenders.sov.in as per below schedule

Drate of Issuc of Tender Motice

24-07-2024

From 24-07-2024 fo 30-07-2024, 180 Hrs

|
2 Perod of downloading of budding documents
3

Ikate, Time and place of pre-bid meeting.

206-0T7-2024 gt 120dk Hrs in the Office of Executive
Engincer PWT (R&R) Division, Ddhampur.

B submission Slarl Drale

23=07-2024 Iromm W) Firs

| A

| D Submiszion End Dile

Drate & timwe of opening of Technical Bids (Online)

| 3-07-2024 wp o 1B Firs
11-0T7-2024 on o afier

1200 Hrs in the Office of
Executive Engineer PWD (R&B) Division, Udhampur.

==l

Drate & time of opening of Finamewn] Hids (Ondine)

To be notified atter technicel bid cvlustion 15 completed,

1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender decument in shope of e-challin throwgh Tressary

indicating Treasury YVoucher Mo, & daie, name of work duly eredifing io 3059 {Revenue

favoring

Exccutive Em ﬂlll.‘t]’ I"|-"+ I {R&B) Division, Udhampur sploading a copy of trﬂsug chullan aru:l

b

{The daie of Tr

Srn.lth.-llTllauh between dute of start uf brid submission and bid submission end dutr] dluly

pledged to Exccutive Engimeer PWIF (R&B) Division, Udhampur as mentioned in the bid documents.

The earmest monev of the unsuccessful bidder shall be released only afier submission of Treasury

Challun.

M- 4RTH-T5
Dated:- 24-07-2024

DIP/J-3370/24

Executive Engineer
PWId (R&R) Division

Ui pair

MDD/ Tech /e-NIT/2024-25/31 DATED:

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of The Executive Engineer Machinery Division Jammu
. == e-moi: mdixen@gmailcom 000 0o

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
E-NIT No.MDWf Tech fe-NIT / 2024-25 /30 DATED: -23/07 /2024 DUEON:12/08/2024.

-23/07/2024 DUEON:1Z/08/2024

MDJ/ Tech/e-NIT/2024-25/32 DATED: -23/07/2024 DUEON:12/08 /2024,
MDJ/Tech [e-NIT/2024-25/33 DATED: -23/07/2024 DUEON:12/08/2024.
Onbehalfofthe Ligutenant Governor, Government of Jammu &Kashmir Bids are invited by Executive
Engineer Machinery Division Jammu by e- Tendering mode from reputed firms for undertaking the
work as per SEDY BOGQ.

SMao. e-MIT Nao. Description of waorlk Costof Time of Tender
tender Completion opening
[Rs.]) authority
1. MD]/Tech/fe- | General repairs with replacement of | 200,00 07 days Executive
NIT/202Z4- defective parts of Truck No JKO2AR Engineer
25,30 9317 Machinery
INivision
| Jammu
2. MD]/Tech/fe- | General repairs with replacement of 200.00 07 days Executive
NIT /202 4- defective parts of Truck Mo JIK02AR Enginesr
25731 9a1& Machinery
Division
| Jammu
3. MD],/Tech/fe- | General repairs with replacement of | 200.00 07 davs Executive
NIT /2024 defective parts of Crane No JK02CC Engineer
25,32 7991 ACE Machinery
ivision
Jammu
4, MD]/Tech/e- | Creation of Pulti-Functional | 100000 90 days Executive
NIT /202 4- Common  Facilitation Centre and Engineer
25,33 Cold Room along with other allied Machinery
items  uwnder HADP  at  Village Division
Amowal, Tehsil Vijaypur, District |ammu
Sarmba.

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information.eligibility criteria,

quantities can be seen / downloaded from &K Govt. website www. jktenders.gov.in.
Allother information regarding the e-MNIT can be had from the office of the undersigned on any working day
during the working hours before due date.

DIP/J-3360/24

-Sd-
(Er.5unilGandatral
Executive Engineer
Machinery Division

specifications,terms &conditions, hill af
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EDITORIAL

THE KARGIL
VICTORY

he Kargil War, fought between May
Tand July 1999, stands as a monumental
chapter in India’s military history. The
conflict, which occurred in the high-altitude ter-
rain of the Kargil district in Jammu and Kashmir,
was a defining moment that tested the valor and
strategic acumen of the Indian Armed Forces.
It was a stark reminder of the complexity and
stakes of Indo-Pakistani relations, and the victory
achieved there is celebrated every year as Kargil
Vijay Diwas on July 26.

The Kargil conflict emerged from a period of
heightened tensions between India and Paki-
stan, exacerbated by the ongoing dispute over
Kashmir. In the winter of 1998-1999, Pakistan’s
military, particularly the Northern Light Infan-
try, infiltrated Indian territory across the Line
of Control (LoC) in the Kargil sector. The Paki-
stani forces occupied strategic positions on the
heights overlooking the Srinagar-Leh highway, a
critical supply route for Indian troops stationed
in Ladakh.

The incursion was initially unnoticed due to
the harsh winter weather and the high-altitude
terrain, which masked the presence of Pakistani
troops. By the time the Indian Army detected the
intrusion, several peaks were already under Paki-
stani control, posing a significant threat to India’s
strategic and tactical positions in the region.

The Kargil War was characterized by intense
fighting, involving high-altitude warfare that
tested the endurance and skill of both sides. The
Pakistani strategy relied on occupying high-alti-
tude positions to force India into a protracted
and costly conflict, aiming to internationalize
the Kashmir issue and possibly force India into
concessions.

The Indian response was swift and resolute. The
Indian Army, with its superior training and equip-
ment, launched Operation Vijay to regain control
of the territory. The operation was conducted in
the face of formidable challenges, including the
rugged terrain, extreme weather conditions, and
the well-entrenched positions of the Pakistani
forces.

Indian forces faced a grueling battle, climbing
steep slopes and fighting in harsh conditions at
altitudes exceeding 15,000 feet. The Indian strat-
egy involved a combination of infantry assaults
and artillery support, aimed at dislodging the
enemy from its positions. Key battles were fought
on peaks such as Tiger Hill, Drass, and Batalik,
which became symbols of the conflict’s intensity.

The conflict saw the emergence of several
heroes whose bravery and leadership became
legends. Captain Vikram Batra, for instance, was
posthumously awarded the Param Vir Chakra,
India’s highest military honor, for his role in cap-
turing Point 4875, a crucial peak in the Drass
sector. His courage and sacrifice epitomized the
spirit of the Indian Army during the war.

Another notable figure was Major General Ved
Prakash Malik, who was the Chief of Army Staff
during the conflict. His strategic vision and lead-
ership were instrumental in the successful execu-
tion of Operation Vijay. The operation saw the
deployment of thousands of troops and extensive
air support, including the use of the Indian Air
Force to provide logistical and combat support.

The Kargil War concluded with a decisive Indian
victory on July 26, 1999, marking the end of Oper-
ation Vijay. Indian forces regained control of the
territory occupied by Pakistani troops, and the
conflict reaffirmed India’s territorial integrity.
The victory was achieved at the cost of significant
casualties, with over 500 Indian soldiers laying
down their lives in the conflict.

The war had far-reaching implications. It high-
lighted the need for robust intelligence and sur-
veillance capabilities to detect and respond to
incursions. It also underscored the importance
of maintaining a high level of preparedness in the
face of evolving threats. The conflict led to a reas-
sessment of India’s defense strategies and poli-
cies, including increased focus on high-altitude
warfare capabilities and infrastructure develop-
ment in border areas.

Kargil Vijay Diwas is commemorated annually
to honor the bravery and sacrifice of the soldiers
who fought in the conflict. The day serves as a
reminder of the challenges faced by the Indian
Armed Forces and their unwavering commitment
to safeguarding the nation’s sovereignty.

The Kargil War remains a significant event in
India’s military history, symbolizing the courage
and resilience of the Indian Army. It is a testa-
ment to the dedication of soldiers who, despite
facing extreme adversity, succeeded in defending
the nation’s territorial integrity. The conflict also
strengthened India’s resolve to address secu-
rity challenges and reinforced its commitment
to maintaining peace and stability in the region.

Kashmir watcher & President KPC
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scape of Jammu and

Kashmir, amidst ongoing
militancy,terrorist attacks in
ten districts of Jammu and
Kashmir and economic chal-
lenges, a cautious and stra-
tegic approach is very much
imperative. So the call to
delay elections and withhold
restoration of statehood to
the Union Territory demands

In the turbulent land-

thoughtful consideration,
echoing concerns rooted in
decades of unrest and unre-
solved issues.

The ongoing military
engagements and cross-bor-
der tensions necessitate a
steadfast approach. Until the
menace of militancy is effec-
tively curbed and stability
restored across the region,
the proposition to defer elec-
tions serves as a pragmatic
safeguard against potential
disruptions and external
provocations. This stance
advocates for a secure envi-
ronment where civilian safety
and national integrity remain
non-negotiable priorities.

The cautionary plea to Prime
Minister Modi, s Govern-
ment at the centre reflects a
collective sentiment among
nationalist forces and stake-

holders in Jammu and Kash-
mir, emphasizing the need
for judicious governance over
impulsive decisions. History
serves as a stark reminder
of the repercussions of hasty
policies, epitomized by the
regrettable missteps of the
past, including the ill-fated
Article 370 imposed by them
congress lead by late Nehru
Ji..

Hence , the current circum-
stances in Jammu and Kash-
mir demand a cautious and
well-calibrated approach. The
decision to delay elections and
withhold statehood restora-
tion must be anchored in the
principles of security, justice,
and sustainable development.
It is a call not for stagnation
but for strategic consolida-
tion, ensuring that the aspi-
rations of all communities,

including the marginalized
Kashmiri Pandit population,
are addressed comprehen-
sively. By prioritizing stabil-
ity and peace, India can pave
the way for a brighter, more
harmonious future for Jammu
and Kashmir —one built on
resilience, equity, and endur-
ing peace.

This approach not only
respects the complexities of
the region but also sets a prec-
edent for responsible gover-
nance and nation-building,
aligned with the aspirations
of its diverse populace.

(Kundan Kashmiri)
Kashmir watcher &
President Kashmiri
Pandit Conference (KPC)
kundankashmiri@gmail.

com
Mobile No.8802167955

Adopt multi-pronged strategy to counter cross-border terrorism
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By: Lt Gen Harwant
Singh (Retd)

(Former Deputy Chief of
the Army Staff)

AKISTAN has been
Ppursuing its policy of
bleeding India with a
thousand cuts with unabat-
ed persistence for the past
four decades. Somehow,
India has neither been able
to tackle this problem nor
find a viable counter. Of late,
terrorist activity has shifted
from the Kashmir valley to
south of the Pir Panjal range
to areas of Poonch and
Rajouri as well as Kathua in
the Jammu region. During
this year itself, there have
been at least six major
attacks, including the kill-
ing of nine pilgrims in Reasi
last month.

This shift is not due to any
enhanced anti-terror mea-
sures taken in the Valley,
but perhaps due to an
unprecedented flow of tour-
ists, which leads to financial
gains for almost all sections
of society, from porters to
shikara owners and hote-
liers. Any terror attack in
the Valley would impact the
inflow of tourists, which in
turn will result in financial
losses to the local people
and their consequent slant
towards terrorists.

In addition to cross-border
terror attacks, Pakistan has
been pumping drugs into
India, more recently using
drones and other means. To

counter this, India needs to
deploy anti-drone systems,
besides working out a more
effective system to check the
smuggling of drugs both by
sea and land routes.

The Line of Control (LoC)
and the International Border
are fenced, yet terror-
ists continue to sneak into
Indian territory and inflict
casualties on Indian troops,
police and other personnel.
To infiltrate into Indian ter-
ritory, terrorists normally
use nullahs and streams,
which are not fenced, and
sometimes make tunnels
under the fence to send
terrorists. Terror attacks
on military establishments
close to the border resulted
in the setting up of exten-
sive fencing and the raising
of boundary walls around
unit lines, thereby induc-
ing in some manner a siege
mindset among the troops.
Terrorists who sneak into
Indian territory are gener-
ally dealt with effectively,
though often only after they
succeed in inflicting casu-
alties on military personnel
and causing other damage.

Even the existing distress-
ful state of political and
economic conditions in
Pakistan has not resulted in
any pullback of this policy
of “a thousand cuts’. Paki-
stan’s policy of promoting
terrorism has eventually led
to terror attacks on it from
across its western border.

A well-evaluated policy
is required to dissuade
Pakistan from indulging in
this game of pushing ter-
rorists into India. This can
be achieved by attempting
some of the following mea-
sures.

One, deploy adequate
forces and ensure effective
surveillance to neutral-
ise terrorists just as they
attempt to cross into Indian
territory. This may involve

shifting a certain number
of troops from depth areas
and redeploying them along
the border. There is also a
need to enhance intelligence
inputs. All areas up to 200-
300 metres with under-
growth on the home side of
the fence should be regu-
larly checked for any tunnel
opening.

Second, take punitive
action against Pakistan for
every terror attack. Such a
policy was adopted when
we carried out the surgical
strikes in 2016 and the Bala-
kot airstrikes in 2019. Ear-
lier, the military mobilisa-
tion consequent to the 2001
attack on Parliament ended
in a fiasco. These actions
did not produce the desired
results. Further, there is the
possibility that these actions
could lead to escalation,
such as border skirmishes
and even a major conflict. In
this regard, China factor will
have to be borne in mind.

Third, build friendly rela-
tions with Pakistan so that
it gives up its policy on
cross-border terror attacks.
Good neighbourly rela-
tions can result in open
trade and cooperation in a
range of areas. India could
even, when required, extend
financial help. It is the con-
tinued adverse relations
with India that lend justifi-
cation to the Pakistan army
to exist in its present state.
Otherwise, there is no ratio-
nale for Pakistan having a
military of the size it has
and the consequent unaf-
fordable burden it imposes
on the country’s economy.
India wants a friendly,
cooperative and prosperous
Pakistan. Friendly relations
with India would work to
a great extent in Pakistan’s
favour. However, the China
factor has come into play; it
will work to Pakistan’s dis-
advantage and eventually

drive it into a debt trap.

If none of the above options
work, India must portray
Pakistan as a terrorist state
at world forums. Terror
activities and treaties cannot
coexist, so India needs to
put Pakistan on notice that,
in the event of continued
terror attacks, it would abro-
gate the Indus Water Treaty
(IWT) and inform the World
Bank.

In any case, this treaty,
signed by the Indian Prime
Minister at Karachi in 1960,
is irrational and unfair to
India. It gives Pakistan over
80 per cent of the waters of
six rivers (Indus, Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, Sutlej and
Beas), with only around 19
per cent to India. Based on
the ‘river basin” principle,
India should have got 35 per
cent of the waters of these
rivers and Pakistan 65 per
cent.

If Indiais left with no option
other than to terminate the
IWT, as a first step, it should
reconvert Salal dam into a
storage dam and initiate
work to construct a number
of dams on these rivers to
generate electricity and
divert their water to irrigate
vast barren lands in various
valleys in the Ladakh and
Jammu regions. In addition,
we should divert the waters
of the Chenab river (Chan-
drabhaga, as known in Him-
achal Pradesh) to the Beas
river in the Kullu valley and
further downstream into the
Ravi river. If Pakistan con-
tinues with cross-border
terror attacks even after all
this, India can exercise the
option to flood that coun-
try during the rainy season
by opening the sluice gates
of these dams and shut-
ting them during the dry
season to reduce the supply
of water, which will impact
Pakistan’s agriculture.
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MENDHAR, July 26:
Department of Botany
and NSS Unit of SCS
GDC Mendhar, in col-
laboration with the Forest
Department (Territorial
Forest Ranges Mendhar)
launched the "Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam" plantation
drive within the tranquil
grounds of the College
campus.

Principal, Dr. Moham-
med Azam discussed the
variou roles of plantation
derive in the community
development and sus-
tainability of the environ-
ment.

Meanwhile he also
commended the efforts
of our faculty members
Dr. Bashir Ahmed, Head
of the Department of
Physics and Dr. Mah-
roof Khan, Head of the

Department of Botany,
for their ongoing commit-
ment to enhancing and
beautifying the college
campus through orga-
nized plantation drives.

Prof. Innam Ul Haq,
NSS Programme Officer,
also played a pivotal role
in coordinating the event
and also underscored the
efforts of NSS volunteers
in contributing to the
greening of the College
campus.

Dr. Mahroof Khan
emphasized the signifi-
cance of "Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam," highlighting its
role in preserving biologi-
cal diversity and promot-
ing the sustainable use of
natural resources.

Various endangered
plant species such as
Bauhinia variegata
(Kachnar), Salix baby-
lonica (Weeping Willow),

Juniperus recurva (Hima-
layan Juniper or Droop-
ing Juniper), and Malus
pumila (Apple) were
planted during the event.

The event was graced
by distinguished faculty
members including Dr.
Jameel Ahmed Ahmed,
Head of the Department

Satsang held at Chohala in
memory of Santosh Kumari

Top News Report

R S PURA, July 26: A
Satsang was organised
at Village Chohala here
today in memory of San-
tosh Kumari, who left for
her heavenly abode a few
days ago. A large number
of people hailing from
different corners partici-
pated therein.

Addressing the sangat,
Patabhu Sarna Nand
Swami from Dina Nagar
Punjab said, One who
has taken birth is bound

J&K Teachers Forum calls on Principal Secretary SED J&K Alok Kumar

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 26:
In a significant move
towards addressing the
pressing issues within
the education sector, a
high level delegation from
the J&K Teachers Forum
(JKTF), led by Chairman
JK Teachers Forum and
National Vice President
of AISTF, Mohammad
Ameen Khan, held a
detailed discussion with
the Principal Secretary
of the School Education
Department (SED) J&K,
Shri Alok Kumar (IRS).
The meeting focused on
various critical issues
facing the teaching com-
munity and the overall
educational landscape
in J&K.

Principal Secretary
Alok Kumar commended
Chairman M. Ameen
Khan for his persistent

to die; and after death,
he is sure to take birth
again. One can, however,
be freed from this painful
continuation of repeated
births through sincere
spiritual practices. Those
who are perfected on
the path of gyan yoga,
karma yoga and bhakti
yoga, escape from the
cycle of birth and death.
In such a state of being,
the ego created by igno-
rance, attachment and
arrogance dissolves
and the embodied soul

advocacy of genuine and
relevant issues through a
well-defined manner. He
congratulated Khan on
securing the affiliation of
AISTF, arenowned coun-
try wide organization,
which marks a significant
milestone for JKTF.

On this occasion,
M.Ameen Khan praised
SED J&K under the lead-
ership of Alok Kumar for
making extraordinary
decisions to improve the
quality of education and
streamline various com-
ponents.

The meeting discussed
the issues like confirma-
tion of left out lecturers,
ZEOs, Principals and
CEOs, transfer policy of
G2 and G3 . Uniform dis-
tribution of teaching staff
in all schools.

The delegation, which
included General Secre-
tary Shabeer Ahmad Bhat

realises his identity with
the Supreme Self. Igno-
rance affects the indi-
vidual soul and not the
Super soul. Hence, in
the state of perfection, a
feeling of separateness
vanishes. One is freed
from the cycle of birth
and death. On the other
hand, those who are not
perfect in yoga, they are
born again and again, the
Guru added.

Among others who par-
ticipated in the satsang
were Baba Swarnjit
Singh of Tapsthan Gurud-
wara Manji Sahib, Him-
achal Pradesh, Master
Azaib Singh Motan,
R.L.Kaith, Ex Sarpanch
Tr Ravi Kaith, Sarpanch
Ashok Kumar Kaith,
Comrade Karnail Dass
Kaith, Janak Raj Lak-
hotra, Rattan Lal Motan,
Ramesh Chand Chanjo-
tra, Rakesh Kumar Lak-
hotra and Dhyan Chand
Lakhotra.

, President Women's
Wing Mymoona Khan,
Provincial President
Hameedullah Trumbo,
and the Chief Spokes-
person JKTF Mir Bashir
Ahmad, also highlighted
several key concerns to
Shri Alok Kumar (IRS).
These included the pro-
motion of ministerial staff,
teachers, masters, head-
masters, and lecturers,
and the urgent need to fill
vacant DDO posts across
J&K.

M. Ameen Khan
expressed sincere grati-
tude to the Principal
Secretary for the "One
Time Exemption" benefit
scheme for teachers and
called for the timely set-
tlement of this issue. He
also requested exemp-
tions for senior female
teachers and teachers
with lifelong diseases
and underlying medical

of Sociology; Prof. Mohd
Qasim Mir, Head of the
Department of Geogra-
phy and Officers/Staff
members of the Forest
Department Mohd
Nayeem Naik(Range
Offier). Mahfooz Ahmed,
Mumtaiz Ahmed, Mohd
Yaseen, Waqar Younis

Mir, Mohd Naiz, Imtiaz
Ahmed Qureshi, Vishesh
Kumar, and Mohd Hus-
sain, who praised the
organizers for their com-
mendable efforts.

The plantation drive
saw enthusiastic partici-
pation from NSS volun-
teers, students, and local
community members,
including Ashiqg Ali, Mohd
Farooq, Mohd Fareed,
Mahfooz Ahmed, and
Fakhar Ali.

Karar Hussain Shah
expressed gratitude to
all participants for their
valuable contributions
towards the success of
the event. This collabora-
tive endeavor exemplifies
our commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship
and community engage-
ment, aiming to create a
greener and more sus-
tainable future.

Joint camps by Labour,
FCS&CA Deptt for issuance
of ration cards to e-Shram
registrants across Ramban

Top News Report

RAMBAN, July 26: On
the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Ramban,
and Labour Commis-
sioner J&K, Department
of Labour and FCS&CA
conducted joint camps
at various places in
district Ramban to
make e-Shram workers
aware about their rights
and identifying those
e-Shram workers who
do not have ration cards.

Today the camps were
held at Panchayat Cha-
reel, Panchayat Nowgam
of Block Banihal, BDO
office Gandhri, and in
Block Ukhral.

Officials of the Labour
Department along with
concerned TSOs and
storekeepers of the
Food Department have

conditions from postings
in Zone 5, advocating
for more transparency in
the process. Additionally,
M.Ameen Khan highlight-
ed the vacant JD North
post,South and central,
which has caused finan-
cial losses for teachers
waiting for conversation
from G3 to G2
Commending the Direc-
tors of School Education
Jammu and Kashmir,
Khan noted their serious
efforts to clear promotion
cases of teachers. He
emphasized the need to
fill the maximum number
of master posts in one go,
M. Ameen Khan lauded
the educational improve-
ments across J&K,
attributing the highest
ever pass percentages
in 10th, 11th, and 12th
class board exams to
the dedicated efforts of
the J&K administration,

attended camps and 31
e-Shram registrants have
been identified in these
camps who already have
ration cards.

Initially there were 1816
numbers of e-Shram
registrants in district
Ramban who had been
found without ration
cards as per data on
e-Shram portal.

The ALC requested
all those e-Shram regis-
trants to visit the office of
concerned TSO, or AD,
FCS&CA or ALC office
Ramban or may call at
the given contact number
in the district website,
with regard to the issu-
ance of ration card. The
list of these 1816 has
also been shared on the
official website of the
District Administration
Ramban.

led by Hon'ble LG J&K
Shri Manoj Sinha, Advi-
sor to Hon'ble LG Shri
R.R. Bhatnagar, Chief
Secretary J&K Shri Atal
Dulloo (IAS), and Princi-
pal Secretary SED J&K
Shri Alok Kumar (IAS).
He also praised the hard-
working teachers for their
contributions to achieving
educational excellence
The Principal Secretary
appreciated M. Ameen
Khan's leadership and
assured prompt action on
the issues raised. He con-
gratulated Mr. Khan and
his team on their affilia-
tion with AISTF, a reputed
trade body known glob-
ally, and expressed his
desire to visit Khan's
native district. The dele-
gation presented a mem-
orandum to the Principal
Secretary, expressing
hope for due consider-
ation of their demands.

Student of Army School Srinagar selected
in Junior National Football Championship

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 26: A
talented young footballer
and student of APS Sri-
nagar Beig Fardeen has
showcased his skills and
selected in Sub Junior
National Football Cham-
pionship 2023-24 which
was held at Anantpuram
Andhra Pardesh and hs
participation was a tes-
tament to his dedication
and hard work in the field
of sports.

Now again on the Direc-
tions of All India Football
Federation, Jammu and
Kashmir Sports Council
,and Jammu and Kash-
mir Football Association
Junior National Football
Championship Trials
2024-25 again held for
talented Football Players
at Polo Ground Synthet-
ic Football Turf in which
more than two thou-

sands Football players
of Jammu and Kashmir
have participated.

22 Talented Players
of Jammu and Kashmir
have been selected by
the Selection Commit-
tee in the Junior National
Football Championship
will be held in Assam.

Once again the student

of Army School Beig Far-
deen Shamim is again
selected by the Commit-
tee after showed a great
performance in National
Trials and is presently
doing more trainings in
the National Football
Camp.

This is really great
moment for the Army
Public School Srinagar
and congratulations to
Principal APS , In charge
and Chairperson APS ,
15 Corps and Officials of
31 SUB Area.

This achievement not
only brought fame to Beig
Fardeen but also honor to
his School namely Army
Public School BB cantt
Srinagar., Jammu and
Kashmir Sports Council
and Jammu and Kash-
mir Football Association
headed by Wasim Aslam,
along with the entire
Jammu and Kashmir.

Gujjar Basti Halen Devser lacks basic
amenities, res1dents aghast

Top News Report

KULGAM, July 26: The
residents of Gujjar Basti
Halan lammer area in
south Kashmir's kulgam
district on Friday have
expressed resentment
against the authorities for
failing to provide them with
the basic facilities.

The aggrieved residents
told that the road leading
towards the upper reaches
of Halen Guijjar Basti is in
a dilapidated condition,
due to which they suffer
on daily basis. They said,
“Whenever it rains, the
road turns muddy, there-
by giving tough time to
pedestrians, particularly
the school-going children.”

The Residents assem-
bled near the Halen Guijjar
Basti today and alleged
that “besides the dilapida-
tion of the road, lammer to
Halen Guijjar Basti area
in kulgam usually witness
Health, power and water
crisis, which is the matter

of grave concern.”

They said that residents
visited pillar to post to
seek the redressal of their
demands particularly the
repairs to the main road,
‘but nothing was done.’

“We have been demand-
ing the renovation of the
main road, which has
turned pathetic and is
posing threat to residents
. Authorities turned a blind
eye towards our pleas
and left us on the mercy of
God,” locals said.

Locals said that area
has no water facility in the
area, due to which locals

are forced to drink con-
taminated water.

“There is no proper elec-
tricity facility in the area
due to which they are suf-
fering especially in bone
summer nights,” they said.

Instead of that IAY Sheds
and SBM Schemes were
not alloted to any benefi-
ciary of Gujjar Basti.

Locals have appealed to
DC Kulgam Ather Aamir
Khan and LG adminstra-
tion dont treat we people
like step Mother look our
genuine demands and
redress on immediate
time.

Aryans celebrates Kargil Vijay

Diwas in Chandigarh

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26:
Kargil Vijay Diwas was
celebrated by Aryans
Group of Colleges, Raj-
pura near Chandigarh
at sector 16-17, Chan-
digarh underpass. Amir
Husain Lone, Captain
Para Cricket Team JK
& Brand Ambassador
Aryans was the special
guest. Dr. Anshu Kataria,
Chairman, Aryans Group
was also present.The cel-
ebration was organised
by Aryans Nursing stu-
dents.

Amir said that such
events motivate young-
sters to work for the prog-
ress of the nation. This
day is a tribute to the

bravery and sacrifices of
our Indian soldiers who
fought with unwavering
courage to protect our
nation, Amir added.

Dr. Anshu Kataria
called upon students to
think beyond going to
foreign countries to work.
He said rather the young

minds should contribute
in the progress of India
by working here.

It is to be mentioned
that Kargil Vijay Diwas,
observed on July 26 each
year, honours the brav-
ery and sacrifice of Indian
soldiers in the Kargil War
of 1999.

Keshav Chopra orgamses health check up camp at Jammu Haat

Village Sanasar emerges as Adarsh Gram
in District Ramban; A Success Story

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: On the
occasion of 25th Anniver-
sary of Kargil Vijay Diwas,
Chairman Samvedna
Society Keshav Chopra
on Friday organized 85th
Free Health Screening
camp at Jammu Haat. The
camp was inaugurated
by General Manager DIC
Jammu Virender Manyal.

A medical team of
experts including Dr
Arvind Sharma Physician
from Medanta Hospital
Gurgaon and Dr Adhunik
Gupta Physiotherapist
examined the employees
and the locals visiting the
office of DIC Jammu for
their routine work, PFT
(Pulmonary Function
Test), ECG, Blood Sugar,

-

Blood Pressure and other
tests were also done.
The motive of the camp
was to provide the best
health care services to
the employees who are
always busy in perform-
ing their duties. Samved-
na organised this health
camp at their doorstep.
More than 94 people

SAMVEDNA SOCIETY FRESEN 1>

were examined by Phy-
sician and 48 by Physio-
therapist.

Virender Manyal said
"Health is Wealth" and
only with good mental
and physical health we
can deliver the best and
serve the nation in the
best way.

He also highlighted the

"v‘ o

importance of routine
health check-ups and
praised the Samvedna
Society’s initiative to pro-
vide quality healthcare
services to the employees
at their doorstep.

Keshav Chopra said that
the objective for organiz-
ing such free health
camps are to serve the

somety and mankind. This
camp is dedicated to the
martyrs of Kargil who laid
down their lives in the line
of duty. Keshav Chopra
assured that he along with
his team will continue con-
duct free medical camps
in the future also so that
maximum people can take
advantage of it.

Kuldeep Dubey, Manoj
Gandotra, Tarun Gupta,
Saksham Mahajan,
Rupinder Kour, Sunaina
Sharma,Govind Sharma,
Ruhi Khajuria,Ankur Kalo-
tra, Sandeep Singh (Asst
Marketing Manager), Anju
, Vikas Kumar,Muneet
Kour, Manshu skolia,
Ishrat, Priyanka, Akash,
Manoj, Abhishek Gupta
and others were also
present.

Top News Report

RAMBAN, July 26: The
village of Sanasar in Dis-
trict Ramban has been
officially declared an
Adarsh Gram, following
the successful completion
of a transformative Rs. 20
lakh project under the
Pradhan Mantri Adarsh
Gram Yojana (PMAGY).

This remarkable
achievement underscores
a significant milestone in
rural development, show-
casing the power of col-
laborative efforts and stra-
tegic investments.

The comprehensive
project, which included
the construction of lane
drains, the installation of
water tanks, the erection
of a prefabricated passen-

ger shed, and the instal-
lation of a water cooler,
has significantly improved
the village's infrastructure
and amenities. These
enhancements have not
only elevated the quality
of life for locals of Sana-
sar but also set a bench-
mark for other villages in
the region.

"This achievement is
the result of collabora-
tive efforts of the local
community, government
departments, and all
other stakeholders, under
the visionary leadership
of Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, Baseer-Ul-Haq
Chaudhary" said the Dis-
trict Social Welfare Offi-
cer. "The transformation
of Sanasar into an Adarsh
Gram demonstrates our

unwavering commitment
to improving rural infra-
structure and ensuring
the well-being of our resi-
dents. We will continue
to work towards similar
developmental goals in
other parts of the district."

The declaration of Sana-
sar as an Adarsh Gram,
based on the Adarsh
Gram survey, highlights
the village's significant
progress and sets an
inspiring example for
future initiatives. The focus
now shifts to maintaining
these advancements and
exploring further oppor-
tunities for community
development. The suc-
cess story of Sanasar is
not just an endpoint but a
new beginning for continu-
ous growth and progress.




ENTERTAINMENT

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, July 26, 2024

As we celebrate the
25th anniversary of the
Kargil War, we explore
the stories that defined
the bravery of our sol-
diers. With this curated
listen-and-watch list,
enrich your understand-
ing of one of India’s
most significant military
victories.

Shershaah

Platform: Prime Video

This biographical war
film is inspired from the
life of Captain Vikram
Batra. He was posthu-
mously awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, high-
est Indian military deco-
ration, for his courage
and sacrifice during the
Kargil War. Batra was
loved and admired by
his fellow soldiers and
was given the code-
name ‘Shershaah’. The
movie Shershaah cap-
tures his contribution to
the Kargil War. The roles
are played by the much-
loved Sidharth Malhotra
and Kiara Advani.

Lakshya

Platform: Netflix

A fictional story set

in the backdrop of the

Tribute to real heroes

Explore these moving audiobooks, podcasts and films on the 25th

anniversary of the Kargil War

Kargil War, director
Farhan Akhtar brings
to you this cult classic.
We see a young aimless
man, Hrithik Roshan,
transform into a brave
soldier who goes on to
lead the Army during
the war. The realistic
portrayal makes you feel
like you are in the war
zone while you secretly
root for Hrithik Roshan,
as he courageously
fights opponents and
reunites with his love
interest.

Kargil: From Surprise
to Victory

Platform: Audible

It is the story of the
Kargil War from the
man-in-charge, General
V P Malik, who was the

da &
Chief of the Indian Army
at that time. He led the
planning, coordination
and execution of the
operation. In this audio-
book, the author shares
his first-hand experience
at Kargil, along with
afterthoughts on impor-
tant lessons for India’s
defence preparedness.
This book is a testimony
to the unparalleled hero-
ism displayed by our
troops.

The Kargil Girl

Platform: Audible

Written by the Kargil
girl herself, Flt Lt Gunjan
Saxena shares with us
her nerv- wracking story
from the war. She was
29-year-old when called
in to help in the war
zone. This call came ata

Taha Shah turns showstopper for
Abu Jani and Sandeep Khosla at
India Couture Week, which also

Y. P
R B

and Mard.

To make their show more appealing,

featured actress

i':

e

Abu Jani and Sandeep Khosla, the
veterans of the Indian fashion industry,
returned to India Couture Week with a
grand opening show. The runway at
the Taj Palace Hotel in Delhi was lit up
with models walking the ramp in exqui-
site ensembles from the celebrated
designer duo’s younger brands, Asal

i”

muses.

Wamiqa Gabbi

sha and actress Wamiqa Gabbi as their

Wamiga opened the show in an ivory
trail lehenga from the Botanical Bloom
line, featuring resham embroidery with
ivory silk threads highlighted with pearls
and crystals. She closed the show as
a regal bride in a red lehenga from the

Bridal Gota collection, handcrafted with

they added a beautiful touch of music tals.

and dance to it. Akshay and IP curat-
ed the song for the show, which was
enough to enthral the audience. In fact,
they both appeared on the runway and
sang live, evoking a loud cheer from

the audience.

There was one more surprise in store
for Delhiites. The designers brought
Bollywood glam to their show by making
Heeramandi- fame Taha Shah Badus-

gota, zardozi and encrusted with crys-

With this show, Wamiqa marked her
debut on the runway. Taha also equally
added chaar chand to the show. Taha
greeting the audience with adaab ges-
ture was one of the beautiful highlights

of his runway walk. He looked hand-

some in an olive silk tissue-long kurta
sparkling with crystal-encrusted flying
birds. It was paired with brocade flared
pants that were relaxed, yet regal.

time when female pilots
were yet to be employed
in such conflicts. From
airdropping vital sup-
plies to Indian troops
in the Dras and Batalik
regions to evacuating
casualties in the midst
of the ongoing battle
to informing seniors of
enemy positions, she
fearlessly discharged
her duties. In the book,
she elaborates several
incidents from the war,
including one of narrow-
ly escaping a Pakistani
rocket missile during
one of her sorties. Tune
into her autobiography
to know how Gunjan
Saxena rightfully earned
the sobriquet The Kargil
Girl.

Gunjan Saxena: The

Kargil Girl

Platform: Netflix

There’s also a film on
The Kargil Girl Gunjan
Saxena. Janhvi Kapoor
was roped-in for the
screen adaptation of
Saxena’s autobiog-
raphy. It depicts the
struggles she faced to
ultimately becoming
the only woman pilot
from the Indian defence
forces to enter the Kargil
War. Directed by Sharan
Sharma, the film also
stars Pankaj Tripathi
and Angad Bedi.

LOC Kargil

Platform: Prime Video

This is the first Hindi
film to be made on the
Kargil War back in 2003.
Famous for making
war films like Border
and Paltan, director JP
Dutta made this one with
a huge ensemble cast,
including Ajay Devgn,
Saif Ali Khan, Abhishek
Bachchan, Suniel
Shetty and Sanjay Dutt.
Through these actors,
the film paid tributes to
the brave martyrs of the
Kargil War.

In attacking Salman Khan, you will
‘script history’, Lawrence Bishnoi’s

manner that it scares
film actor Salman Khan
-- this was the blunt,
one-line message given
by jailed gangster Law-
rence Bishnoi’s younger
brother Anmol to one of
the gunmen involved
in the shooting outside
the actor’'s Mumbai
home, police said in a
chargesheet filed in the
case.

The Mumbai police’s
crime branch, probing
the firing case, earlier
this month filed a 1,735-
page chargesheet
before the special
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) court.

The conspiracy of
firing at the actor’s
house was hatched
with the intention of
establishing a strong-

brother told shooter

hold and supremacy in
the country’s financial
capital with the aim of
getting pecuniary and
other advantages for the
Bishnoi gang, according
to the chargesheet.

The chargesheet
included various inves-
tigation papers incorpo-
rated in three volumes.
One such document
is the transcript of an
audio chat between
Anmol Bishnoi and
arrested shooter Vicky-
kumar Gupta.

In one of the conver-
sations, Anmol is heard
telling Gupta to carry
out the firing thought-
fully and everywhere,
even if it takes more
than a minute and
should be done in such
a manner that it scares
‘Bhai’ (Salman), the
chargesheet said.

Further, he asks Gupta
if he smokes. When the
latter replies in the affir-
mative, Anmol Bishnoi
tells him to smoke while
firing so that he comes
across as a fearless
individual in CCTV
cameras installed in
the area, according to
the voluminous police
document.

“You will create history
by doing this job and
your name will be there
in all newspapers and
other media,” it said,
citing their conversation.

Two motorbike-borne
individuals, Gupta and
Sagar Pal, had fired
multiple shots outside
Khan’s home in Galaxy
Apartments in Bandra
on the morning of April
14.

The two, along with
three others -- Sonuku-
mar Bishnoi, Moham-
mad Rafig Choudhary
and Harpal Singh -- are
currently in judicial cus-
tody in connection with
the case.

Lawrence Bishnoi,
Anmol and one Rawta-
ran Bishnoi have
been shown as the
wanted accused in the
chargesheet.

Chitrangda Singh: I have been classic when it
comes to silhouettes

Grace, elegance and
class—these words
define the aura and
fashion persona of
actor Chitrangda Singh
quite appropriately. Ask
her how she sees it and
she says, “Fashion has
been slightly instinctive
for me. Having an army
background, | used to
see my mum and all
these beautiful ladies
around, being very femi-
nine, proper and classic.
Those are the things
that stick in your head,
and they form your own
style. That’'s why | have
been very classic when
it comes to my silhou-
ettes and what | like.”

The actor admits that
she is “more informed”
now, and “instinctively,
| go for something clas-
sic and slightly under-
stated elegant”. “I like
being feminine but not
too sexual or trying too
many fads,” she says,
adding that her mother
is her biggest fashion
critic.

The way Singh car-
ries a saree is a sight to
behold, but the 47-year-

old credits it all to the
piece of clothing. She
insists, “Everyone looks
sexy in a saree. You put
it on anyone, and it just
suddenly transforms
you into a very femi-
nine, sexual, delicate

Janhvi Kapoor on claims of paying money for
social media praise: ‘Itna budget nahi hay’

Janhvi Kapoor, who
made her acting debut
in 2018 with Dhadak,
is busy with the promo-
tions of her upcoming
film Ulajh. In a new inter-
view with agency, the
actor was told people
have been saying good
things about her, and
she joked she was
‘paying them to say it’.
When asked how she
has evolved as an actor,
Janhvi said she cannot
comment on her own
performances, and it is
for people to judge.

“Paise khilwa ke bulwa
rahi hu’

She said, “Main khud
ke baare me kaise
baith kar bolu, ‘Main na
badi confident ho gayi
hu, bade acche acche
performances de rahi
hu’? Main khud nahi
keh sakti na (But how

can | sit and say about
myself, ‘I have become
very confident; | am
giving very good per-
formances’'? | can’t say
it myself).” When told
that people are saying
good things about her,
she added ‘Paise khilwa
ke bulwa rahi hu (I am
paying them to say it).”

‘Yeh toh iska PR hoga’

Addressing the social
media speculation
around her PR, Janhvi
added, “Koi bhi main
jab dekhti hu na social
media par galti se koi
bhi tareef kar leta hai
na toh yeh bolte rehte
hain ki “Yeh toh iska PR
hoga, yeh toh iska..’
Main bolti hu ‘Nahi
itna budget nahi hai ki
main logon se tareef
karwaun’ (Whenever |
see someone praising
me even by mistake on

social media, they keep
saying, ‘This must be
her PR’). I say ‘no I don’t
have enough budget to
pay people to compli-
ment me’).”

Upcoming film

Janhvi Kapoor, who
was last seen in Mr
& Mrs Mahi with Raj-
kummar Rao, is joined
by Gulshan Devaiah,
Roshan Mathew, Rajesh
Tailang, and Adil Hus-
sain in Ulajh.

The film tells the tale
of Suhana Bhatia, who
tries to navigate her per-
sonal and professional
life.

Ulajh is set to release
in theaters on August 2,
2024.

Janhvi also has the
Telugu film Devara Part
1 with Jr NTR and Saif
Ali Khan as one of her
upcoming projects.
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being. For my first film
(Hazaaron Khwaishein
Aisi; 2003), | was in a
saree, so that one thing
kind of distinctly defined
me as an actor at that
time as | had minimal
make up and accesso-

Avinash Tiwary, Triptii

ries. Before me, there
were Smita (Patil, actor)
ji and Shabana (Azmi,
actor) ji. | am not the first
one, but sarees with me
have been special.”
While for many actors,
their characters can
influence their fashion
sense, but for Singh,
it was the other way
round. “In Inkaar (2013),
my character was a very
strong woman, who is
also feminine and not
trying to be a man. The
dresses that | wore were
very fitted, understated,
not covered yet still very
structured. That's some-
thing that | wanted to
do, that was my fashion
sense,” she reveals.
Talk about her films
and Singh admits that
her filmography has a
lesser number of films to
her credit than what she
would have liked. Ask
her the reason behind
it and she says, “It's the
lack of good offers. | am
here to work but | don’t
want to work for the sake
of it. Obviously, every-
one needs money, but
you don’t want to com-

promise on your creative
choices and how you
see yourself and your
potential.” However,
Singh adds that with the
voices around, it did get
difficult at times to stick
her ground. “Sometimes
word goes around that
‘arre, ye to difficult hai’,
and you get all kinds
of labels like ‘arrogant’
and ‘stubborn’ very
easily, just because you
don’t want to adhere to
the norms. But | found
these labels very weird
because | love cinema,”
she says.

The actor thanks her
audience for keeping
her always relevant.
“No matter however
much you work, there
will only be those four
or five films that people
will remember you for.
Today, everything has
become about num-
bers, but eventually, the
audience will remember
what they have connect-
ed with and thankfully, |
have done a few such
roles that the audience
has connected with,”
she says.

Dimri-starrer ‘Laila Majnu’ to
re-release in theatres in Kashmir

Actor Avinash Tiwary
said that his debut film
“Laila Majnu” is set to
re-release next month
in theatres in Kashmir
on popular demand.

Also starring Triptii

Dimri in the lead, the
2018 romance drama is
written and presented
by Imtiaz Ali and direct-
ed by his brother Sajid
Ali. It is produced by
Ali’'s former wife Preety

and Ekta Kapoor.

“Laila Majnu”, a mod-
ern-day adaptation of
the classic folklore,
received a lukewarm
response at the box
office but over the years
it garnered a cult status.

“Laila Majnu’ will be
released in theatres
in Srinagar on 2nd
August,” Tiwary said in
a statement.

Tiwary and Dimri, who
were also seen in the
2020 Netflix film, “Bulb-
bul”, have come a long
way in their careers.

Tiwary is known for his
performances in films
like “The Girl on the
Train” and “Madgaon
Express”, while Dimri,
who is basking in the
success of her recent-
ly released film, “Bad
Newz”, is regarded for
her work in “Qala” and
“Animal”.
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Kargil Vijay Diwas Occasion
To Pay Tributes To Valour 0f
Armed Forces: President

Kargil Vijay Diwas is observed on July 26 every

year to mark India’s victory over Pakistan

NEW DELHI, Jul 26
(Agencies): President
Droupadi Murmu on
Friday said the Kargil
Vijay Diwas is an occa-
sion to pay tributes
to the courage and
extraordinary valour
of the country’s armed
forces.

Kargil Vijay Diwas
is observed on July
26 every year to mark
India’s victory over Pak-
istan in the 1999 war.

The Indian Army had
launched a fierce coun-
ter-assault to push back
Pakistani forces that
had stealthily occupied
important heights in
Ladakh.

“Kargil Vijay Diwas is

in the 1999 war.

an occasion for a grate-
ful nation to pay trib-
ute to the courage and
extraordinary valour
of our armed forces,”
Murmu said in a post in
Hindi on X.

“| pay tribute to each
soldier who made the
supreme sacrifice while

protecting Mother India
on the peaks of Kargil
in 1999 and bow in rev-
erence to their sacred
memory. | am sure that
all countrymen will draw
inspiration from their
sacrifice and valour. Jai
Hind Jai Bharat!” she
said.

All 14 crew members rescued
from tugboat that went adrift
off Alibag coast in Maharashtra

MUMBAI, Jul 26
(Agencies): All 14 crew
members of a tugboat
that had drifted in the
Arabian Sea off the
Alibag coast in Maha-
rashtra’s Raigad district
have been rescued, a
police official said on
Friday.

The rescue opera-
tion of the crew from
the small carrier oper-
ated by JSW Group was
launched with the help
of the Coast Guard, he

said.

A chopper of the Coast
Guard was engaged in
the operation, which
started around 9 am,
and all 14 crew mem-
bers of the tugboat
were safely evacuated,
said Somnath Gharge,
Raigad Superintendent
of Police.

The Coast Guard
chopper picked up the
crew from the tugboat
and safely dropped
them at Alibag beach,

he said, adding that
all its 14 members are
safe.

“A small carrier vessel
operated by JSW got
caught in the stormy
weather between Jai-
garh and Salav as it
drifted due to strong
winds and low visibility,”
JSW Group had said in
a statement on Thurs-
day.

Police had said that the
tugboat went adrift after
its engine stopped func-
tioning near the Kolaba
fort off the Alibag coast
on Thursday.

Raigad police, Coast
Guard and revenue offi-
cials were on alert to
launch a rescue opera-
tion for the stranded
boat, but were facing
difficulties due to heavy
rain, high tide and
strong winds, Gharge
said.

Supreme Court refuses to vacate stay on UP government’s

order to eateries to display names of owners

NEW DELHI, Jul 26 (Agen-
cies): The Supreme Court on
Friday refused to vacate its
ex-parte interim stay on the
Uttar Pradesh government’s
directive to eateries on the
Kanwar Yatra route to display
the names of their owners.

Noting that it could not read
the Uttar Pradesh government’s
affidavit filed on Thursday night
and the governments of Utta-
rakhand and Madhya Pradesh
had sought time to file their
responses, a Bench of Justice
Hrishikesh Roy and Justice SVN
Bhatt extended the stay order
till August 5, the next date of
hearing.

The Bench, however, clarified
that there was no bar under its
July 22 order on eateries vol-
untarily displaying owner or
employee names during Kanwar
Yatra. “We have said what
needed to be said in our July
22 order. Can’t force anyone to
disclose names,” it said.

On behalf of the Uttar Pradesh
government, senior counsel
Mukul Rohatgi defended its
directive requiring eateries
along the Kanwar Yatra route
to display the names of their
owners, saying the idea was
to bring in transparency, avoid
“potential confusion” and ensure
a peaceful yatra.

Rohatgi urged the Bench
to take up the matter on next
Monday or Tuesday, saying “I
(UP government) am suffering
an ex-parte order” and the issue
would become infructuous if it
was delayed.

He sought to emphasise that
the state government was
simply enforcing a law enact-

ed by Parliament that required

«

shop owners to display their
names and that the petitioners
didn’t inform the court about the
existence of such a law.

“Then let it be enforced all
over...not only in certain states.
File a counter (affidavit) showing
it has been enforced all over,”
the Bench said.

However, the Bench posted
the matter for hearing on August
5 to enable the governments
of Uttarakhand and Madhya
Pradesh to file their replies. It
also refused to entertain inter-
vention applications filed on
behalf of the devotees/Kanwar
Yatris.

“It may be noted that the idea
behind the directives is transpar-
ency and informed choice of the
consumers/kanwarias regard-
ing the food they eat during the
period of the Yatra, keeping in
mind their religious sentiments
so that they don’t, even acciden-
tally, fall foul of their beliefs,” the
Uttar Pradesh government said
in an affidavit filed in response
to PILs challenging its directive.

On behalf of petitioners, the
Association for Protection of

Civil Rights, TMC MP Mahua
Moitra, Prof Apoorvanand Jha
and others, challenging the
validity of the directive, senior
counsel AM Singhvi opposed
Rohatgi’s submissions.

“The temporary nature of the
directives ensures that they do
not inflict any permanent dis-
crimination or hardship on the
food sellers, simultaneously
ensuring maintaining the senti-
ments of Kanwariyas and their
religious beliefs and practices”.
“So they say there is discrimi-
nation, but it is not permanent,”
Singhvi told the Bench.

“We deem it appropriate to
pass an interim order prohibiting
the enforcement of the above
directives. In other words, the
food sellers, hawkers etc may
be required to display the kind
of food they are serving to Kan-
wariyas but they must not be
forced to disclose the names of
owners and staff employed,” the
Bench had said on July 22, stay-
ing the UP government’s order.

The petitioners alleged that the
UP government'’s directive went
against secularism and was

“Impugned directives encour-
age discrimination on grounds
of caste and religion and cannot
be seen to serve any ‘legitimate
purpose’. These directives
promote discrimination solely
based on religious and caste
identity, as they do not require
the display of food items being
served or a statement that no
non-vegetarian or non-satvik
food is being served, but only
the display of religious or caste
identity explicit in one’s name.
This directly breaches Article 15
of the Constitution,” one of the
petitions submitted.

Maintaining that the decision
was in the interest of law and
order, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment had on July 19 made
it mandatory for food and bev-
erage shops along the Kanwar
Yatra routes to display the
names/identity of the operators/
owners of such establishments.

However, opposition political
parties and Muslim organisa-
tions criticised the decision,
terming it discriminatory against
Muslims.

In Madhya Pradesh, a simi-
lar circular has been issued by
the BJP-ruled Ujjain Municipal
Corporation which has directed
the shop owners in the city to
display their names and mobile
numbers outside their establish-
ments. Any violation of this order
will attract a fine of Rs 2,000 for
the first offence and Rs 5,000
if the order is defied for the
second time, the Ujjain Munici-
pal Corporation reportedly said.

On Friday, the Bench asked
Ujjain Municipal Corporation to
spell out its stand.

aimed at exclusion by identity.

Lucky escape for 40 students after school bus

NAGPUR, Jul 26
(Agencies): Timely
intervention by a loco
pilot and locals saved
the lives of 40 students
after the school bus they
were travelling on got
stuck on railway tracks
at a level crossing in
Nagpur, an official said
on Friday.

The incident occurred
at Khaperkheda around
4 pm on Thursday when
the school bus driver
did not stop even after
seeing the red signal at
the level crossing, the

gets stuck at level

police official said.

When the bus was on
the tracks, both gates of
the level crossing closed
as a train was to pass
through the area, he
said.

Supreme Court issues notices to Centre, secretaries of
Kerala, West Bengal governors on denial of assent to bills

NEW DELHI, Jul
26 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Friday issued notices
to the Centre and the
secretaries to the gover-
nors of Kerala and West
Bengal on petitions filed
by the two state govern-
ments against denial of
assent to bills and refer-
ring those for the con-
sideration of the Presi-
dent.

A three-judge Bench
led by Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud
asked the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs and the
secretaries to the two
governors to respond to
the petitions after senior
advocate KK Venugopal
submitted on behalf of
the Kerala Government
that there was a need
for the top court to lay
down guidelines as to
when a Governors can
return a Bill or refer it to
the President.

Senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Sing-
hvi, representing the
West Bengal Govern-
ment, said every time
the matter was listed in
the Supreme Court, the
governor referred bills to
the President.

“Let replies be filed
in three weeks and let

a joint note be submit-
ted by the States,” said
the Bench — which also
included Justice JB
Paridwala and Justice
Manoj Misra.
Venugopal said, “This
a confusion in the minds
of various Governors
in the country as to
what their powers are
in regard to assenting
to bills. In the pres-
ent case, out of eight
bills, two of them had
been kept pending for
23 months. One for 15
months. Another for 13
months. And others for
10 months. Now, it is a
very sad state of affairs.
The Constitution itself is
being rendered otiose.”
He said the state was
challenging the very ref-
erence of the bills to the
President. While giving
her assent to three
bills, President Drou-
padi Murmmu chose to
withhold assent to four
bills—University Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2021,
the Kerala Co-operative
Societies (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, the University
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2022, and the University
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2022. The Kerala Gov-
ernment has also chal-
lenged the President

withholding assent for

four of the seven bills
referred by the Kerala
Governor.

Faced with recurring
instances of gover-
nors “sitting” over bills
passed by state assem-
blies for years, the
Supreme Court had on
November 29, 2023 said
it will consider laying
down guidelines as to
when the governors can
refer bills to the Presi-
dent of India for assent.

Disapproving of Kerala
Governor Arif Moham-
med Khan “sitting”
for two years on bills
passed by the state
legislative assembly, a
Bench led by CJI Chan-
drachud had agreed
to the Kerala Govern-
ment’s request to clarify
the legal position as to
when governors can
refer bills to the Presi-
dent.

Maintaining that the

Governor is intended
to be a constitutional
statesman guiding the
state government on
matters of constitutional
concern, the Supreme
Court had in November
2023 ruled that he can’t
veto a Bill enacted by
the legislative assembly.

“The Governor, as an
unelected Head of the
State, is entrusted with
certain constitutional
powers. However, this
power cannot be used
to thwart the normal
course of law-making
by the State Legisla-
tures,” a Bench led by
CJl Chandrachud had
said in its November 10,
2023 verdict on Punjab
Government’s petition
against Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit sitting
over Bills passed by the
state assembly. The
verdict was made public
on November 23, 2023.

Interpreting Article 200

of the Constitution, the
Bench said, “The Gov-
ernor has three options
available when a Bill
which has been passed
by the State Legislature
is presented for assent.
The Governor “shall
declare” (i) either that
he assents to the Bill;
or (ii) that he withholds
assents therefrom; or
(iii) that he reserves the
Bill for the consideration
of the President.”

However, it said, “The
concluding phrase “shall
not withhold assent
therefrom” is a clear
indicator that the exer-
cise of the power under
the first proviso is relat-
able to the withholding
of the assent by the
Governor to the Bill in
the first instance. That
is why in the concluding
part, the first proviso
indicates that upon the
passing of the Bill by the
legislature either with or
without amendments,
the Governor shall not
withhold assent.

“The role which is
ascribed by the first
proviso to the Governor
is recommendatory in
nature and it does not
bind the state legisla-
ture,” the top court had
clarified.

crossing in

Within moments, panic
and chaos prevailed at
the road-rail intersec-
tion. Locals soon spilled
onto the tracks in their
efforts to signal the train
driver to stop.

Nagpur

A railway official said
a passenger train was
going from Chhindwara
in Madhya Pradesh to
ltwari in Nagpur at the
time. Seeing the school
bus in the middle of the
level crossing, the gate-
keeper alerted the offi-
cials through a walkie-
talkie.

Sensing something
was not right since many
people had gathered
on the tracks, the loco
pilot applied the brakes
and brought the train to
a halt before the level

crossing, he said.
Within ten minutes, the
official said, the track
was cleared and the
bus safely crossed to
the other side, he said.
Khaparkheda police
station in-charge Dhan-
aji Zalak said the school
bus driver was at fault
as he drove the vehicle
despite seeing the red
signal and knowing the
automatic gates would
be closing. “On his part,
the driver had moved
the bus parallel to the
railway tracks,” he said.

Cancer cases rising, prices of
essential medicines kept in

>

NEW DELHI, Jul 26
(Agencies): The govern-
ment makes all efforts to
ensure affordable and
accessible treatment
is available for cancer
patients amid a rise in
cases in India, Health
Minister JP Nadda said
today.

Replying to supple-
mentary questions
during Question Hour
in the Lok Sabha, Mr
Nadda said the govern-
ment made all efforts to
ensure that affordable
and accessible treat-
ment was available to
the patients.

“The number of cancer
cases is going up, it is
increasing by almost 2.5
per cent every year,” Mr
Nadda said.

In men, cases of
oral and lung cancer

check: Health minist

are on the up while
more women are get-
ting breast cancer, he
added.

More than 15.5 lakh
cancer cases are being
registered every year,
Mr Nadda said.

“There is a list of 131
essential cancer medi-
cines, which are in
Schedule 1, (that) are
monitored and (their)
pricing is decided by
the government. These
are the commonly used
medicines,” Mr Nadda
said.

He said patients cumu-
latively saved around
294 crore due to this
price control.

“There are 28 combi-
nations, which are not
in this list but the NPPA
(National Pharmaceuti-
cal Pricing Authority)

er

and the government
have controlled their
pricing as well,” he said.

“We have tried to make
cancer drugs afford-
able,” he added.

Responding to another
question on healthcare
infrastructure, Mr Nadda
said the government
was apprised of the
matter and expansion of
medical colleges were
happening so that there
could be more doctors.

“There should be a
balance in quality and
quantity of medical edu-
cation. We are trying to
go as fast as we can but,
at the same time, (we)
do not want to com-
promise on the quality
of medical doctors,” he
said.

Mr Nadda informed the
House that the number
of medical colleges
had gone up from 387
in 2014 to 731 at pres-
ent while the number of
MBBS seats rose from
51,348 seats to 1,12,112
(1.12 lakh) during the
same period.

The number of post-
graduate seats for medi-
cal students has gone
up from 31,185 in 2014
to 72,627 at present, he
added.



8

INTERNATIONAL

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, July 26, 2024

Climate Change Intensifies Rainfall Patterns,
Typhoons, Warn Scientists

Taiwan, the Philippines and then China were lashed by the year’s most powerful

typhoon this week, with schools, businesses and financial markets shut

SINGAPORE, Jul 26 (Agen-
cies): Climate change is driv-
ing changes in rainfall patterns
across the world, scientists
said on Friday, which could
also be intensifying typhoons
and other tropical storms.

Taiwan, the Philippines and
then China were lashed by the
year’s most powerful typhoon
this week, with schools, busi-
nesses and financial markets
shut as wind speeds surged up
to 227 kph (141 mph). On Chi-
na’s eastern coast, hundreds
of thousands of people were
evacuated ahead of landfall on
Thursday.

Stronger tropical storms are
part of a wider phenomenon
of weather extremes driven by
higher temperatures, scientists
say.

Researchers led by Zhang
Wenxia at the China Academy
of Sciences studied historical
meteorological data and found
about 75% of the world’s land
area had seen a rise in “precipi-
tation variability” or wider swings
between wet and dry weather.

Warming temperatures have
enhanced the ability of the
atmosphere to hold moisture,
which is causing wider fluctua-
tions in rainfall, the researchers

France’s high-speed railway hit

said in a paper published by the
Science journal.

“(Variability) has increased in
most places, including Australia,
which means rainier rain peri-
ods and drier dry periods,” said
Steven Sherwood, a scientist at
the Climate Change Research
Centre at the University of New
South Wales, who was not
involved in the study.

“This is going to increase
as global warming continues,
enhancing the chances of
droughts and/or floods.”

FEWER, BUT MORE
INTENSE, STORMS

Scientists believe that climate
change is also reshaping the
behaviour of tropical storms,

———

including typhoons, making
them less frequent but more
powerful.

“I believe higher water vapour
in the atmosphere is the ultimate
cause of all of these tendencies
toward more extreme hydrolog-
ic phenomena,” Sherwood told
agency.

Typhoon Gaemi, which first
made landfall in Taiwan on
Wednesday, was the strongest
to hit the island in eight years.

While it is difficult to attribute
individual weather events to
climate change, models pre-
dict that global warming makes
typhoons stronger, said Sachie
Kanada, a researcher at Japan’s
Nagoya University.

“In general, warmer sea sur-
face temperature is a favourable
condition for tropical cyclone
development,” she said.

In its “blue paper” on cli-
mate change published this
month, China said the number
of typhoons in the Northwest
Pacific and South China Sea
had declined significantly since
the 1990s, but they were getting
stronger.

Taiwan also said in its climate
change report published in May
that climate change was likely
to reduce the overall number
of typhoons in the region while
making each one more intense.

The decrease in the number of
typhoons is due to the uneven
pattern of ocean warming, with
temperatures rising faster in the
western Pacific than the east,
said Feng Xiangbo, a tropical
cyclone research scientist at the
University of Reading.

Water vapour capacity in the
lower atmosphere is expected
to rise by 7% for each 1 degree
Celsius increase in tempera-
tures, with tropical cyclone rain-
fall in the United States surging
by as much as 40% for each
single degree rise, he said.

Sri lanka’s first presidential
vote since unrest to be held on

september 21

COLOMBO, Jul 26 (Agencies): Sri
Lanka’s first presidential elections
since an unprecedented economic
crisis spurred widespread unrest will
be held in September, the election
commission said Friday.

The election will be the first test of
the public mood since the height of the
2022 downturn, which caused months
of food, fuel and medicine shortages
across the island nation.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe,
75, who took office after street pro-
tests forced his predecessor to flee
the country, has strongly hinted he
plans to run. He will face at least two
rivals campaigning against austerity
measures his government imposed to
satisfy an International Monetary Fund
bailout package.

The five-week campaign announced
by the commission will conclude with
a September 21 vote in a country still
struggling with a fragile economic
recovery and endemic discontent over
cost of living issues.

Economic issues are expected to
dominate the campaign as the country
emerges from its worst-ever recession
in 2022, when the GDP shrank by a
record 7.8 percent.

Inflation has since returned to normal
levels from its peak of 70 percent at the
height of the crisis.

Wickremesinghe has also success-
fully negotiated a restructure of Sri
Lanka’s $46 billion foreign debt with
bilateral lenders including China, follow-
ing a 2022 government default.

But his policies to balance the govern-
ment’s books by hiking taxes and with-
drawing generous utility subsidies have

been deeply unpopular with the public.

While the months-long food, fuel and
medicine shortages seen at the peak of
the economic crisis are now a distant
memory, many Sri Lankans say Wick-
remesinghe’s austerity measures have
left them struggling to make ends meet.

Opposition parties have vowed to
renegotiate terms of the $2.9 billion IMF
bailout Wickremesinghe negotiated last
year.

The president’'s main challenger so
far is Sajith Premadasa, 57, a one-time
party ally and current opposition leader.

Premadasa has vowed to continue
with economic reforms and the IMF
programme but pledged to cushion the
public by reducing the tax increases
Wickremesinghe imposed to shore up
state revenue. A leftist party is also
fielding its leader, 55-year-old former
agriculture minister Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake, who is campaigning against
plans to privatise state companies

Wickremesinghe took office following
the government default in 2022, after a
huge crowd stormed predecessor Gota-
baya Rajapaksa’s compound.

Rajapaksa, who was accused of steer-
ing Sri Lanka into the crisis through
economic mismanagement, temporarily
fled abroad and issued his resignation
from Singapore.

Local elections were due to be held
last year but postponed indefinitely
after the government insisted it had no
money to conduct a nationwide vote.

More than 17 million Sri Lankans over
the age of 18 are eligible to cast a ballot.

The election commission has allocat-
ed $33 million (10 billion rupees) for this
year’s presidential poll.

Blinken to celebrate Biden legacy, reassure allies

by ‘sabotage’ hours before
Olympics; multiple Paris-London
Eurostar trains cancelled

PARIS, Jul 26 (Agencies): France’s
high-speed rail network was hit by
arson attacks that disrupted travel for
hundreds of thousands of passengers
on Friday, just hours before the opening
ceremony of the Paris Olympics.

The operator of Eurostar has
announced the cancellation of multiple
Paris-London trains due to an act of
sabotage on the French rail lines.

French officials described the attacks
as “criminal actions” and said they were
investigating whether they were linked
to the Olympic Games.

The disruptions as the world’s eye
was turning to Paris were expected
to affect a quarter of a million people
alone on Friday and endure through the
weekend, and possibly longer, officials
said.

Transport Minister Patrice Vergrie-
te described people fleeing from the
scene of fires and the discovery of
incendiary devices at the site.

“Everything indicates that these are
criminal fires,” he said, reported Asso-
ciated Press.

A source close to the investigation
told news agency the attacks were
coordinated acts of “sabotage”.

“This is a massive attack on a large
scale to paralyse the TGV network,”
SNCF told agency, adding that many
routes would be cancelled.

“SNCF was the victim of several
simultaneous malicious acts overnight,”
the national train operator said, adding
that the attacks affected its Atlantic,
northern and eastern lines.

“‘Arson attacks were started to
damage our facilities,” it said, adding
that traffic on the affected lines was
“heavily disrupted” and the situation
would last through the weekend as
repairs are conducted.

SNCF chief executive Jean-Pierre
Farandou said 800,000 passengers

were affected.

Transport Minister Patrice Vergriete
called the attacks an “outrageous crimi-
nal act” that would have “very serious
consequences” for rail traffic through-
out the weekend.

He said connections towards north-
ern, eastern and northwestern France
would be halved.

Sports Minister Amélie Oudéa-Cas-
tera said authorities were working to
“evaluate the impact on travelers, ath-
letes, and ensure the transport of all
delegations to the competition sites”
for the Olympics. Speaking on BFM
television, she added, “Playing against
the Games is playing against France,
against your own camp, against your
country.” She did not identify who was
behind the vandalism, Associated
Press reported.

SNCEF said trains were being diverted
to different tracks “but we will have to
cancel a large number of them”.

The southeastern line was not affect-
ed as “a malicious act was foiled”.

SNCF urged passengers to postpone
their trips and stay away from train sta-
tions.

As reported by agency, many pas-
sengers at the Gare du Nord, one of
Europe’s busiest train stations, were
looking for answers and solutions on
Friday morning. All eyes were on the
central message boards as most ser-
vices to northern France, Belgium and
the United Kingdom were delayed.

“It's a hell of a way to start the Olym-
pics,” said Sarah Moseley, 42, as she
learned that her train to London was
an hour late.

“They should have more information
for tourists, especially if it's a malicious
attack,” said Corey Grainger, a 37-year-
old Australian sales manager on his
way to London, as he rested on his two
suitcases in the middle of the station.

in Asia after president drops out of 2024 race

VIENTIANE, Jul 26
(Agencies): U.S. Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken will make the
case for the Biden
administration’s expand-
ed commitment to Asia
and the Indo-Pacific
region more broadly as
he visits Laos, Vietnam,
Japan, the Philippines,
Singapore and Mongo-
lia this week and next.
The trip comes as the
2024 U.S. presiden-
tial election campaign
heats up after a series
of bombshell develop-
ments upended the
race.

Blinken, who has
already modified his
travel schedule twice
since the trip was
announced just hours
after President Joe
Biden made his decision
not to seek re-election,
arrives in Vientiane,
Laos, on Saturday for
the annual ASEAN
Regional Forum. The
security conference
gathers the foreign
ministers of Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations and regional
powers like China, Aus-
tralia, Japan, Russia,
South Korea and India.

All participants repre-
sent either critical U.S.
allies and partners or
Washington’s two larg-
est rivals — Moscow
and Beijing, which have
grown closer over the
past two years, prompt-
ing deep concerns
about their combined
global influence. Just
this week, U.S. and
Canadian jets inter-

cepted Chinese and
Russian bombers flying
jointly near Alaska. The
U.S. has repeatedly
accused China of help-
ing to rebuild Russia’s
military industrial base
that allows it to wage its
war in Ukraine.

Blinken is expected
to meet with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi in Vientiane but has
no plans to see Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, who is also
attending the ASEAN
conference, according
to the State Depart-
ment.

Despite, or perhaps
due to, its major policy
differences with the
U.S. over Taiwan, Tibet,
Hong Kong, the South
China Sea, trade and
human rights, China is
emerging as a potential
challengertothe U.S. in
international diplomatic
dominance.

Beijing has recently
mediated a fragile rap-
prochement between r
ival Palestinian factions,
negotiated a tentative
deal with the Philip-
pines to end escalat-
ing confrontations over
their competing mari-

Search for people missing after Ethiopia
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time claims in the South
China Sea, agreed to
work with India on with-
drawing tens of thou-
sands of troops along
their disputed Himala-
yan border, and hosted
Ukraine’s foreign min-
ister.

Despite assertions
from U.S. officials that
Biden’s decision to with-
draw will have no impact
on the administration’s
foreign policies for his
last six months in office,
questions abound about
his priorities before he
leaves the White House
and the path his succes-
sor may take.

Although there was
no discussion of Blink-
en cancelling his travel
plans after Biden’s
announcement, his time
and meetings in Laos
have been cut nearly
in half since the origi-
nal trip announcement,
and two brief stops in
Vietnam and Mongolia
have been added.

While the presump-
tive Democratic nomi-
nee, Vice President
Kamala Harris, might be
expected to hew closely
to Biden’s approach,
Republican challenger

Donald Trump could
bring major change,
particularly regarding
security commitments
to America’s Asian
allies, notably Japan,
South Korea and the
Philippines.

“Foreign leaders and
adversaries now are not
only facing new uncer-
tainty about the out-
come of the election that
seemed Trump’s for the
taking, but uncertainty
as well about how the
policies of a victorious
Democratic candidate
would differ from Biden,”
said Danny Russel, a
former assistant sec-
retary of state for East
Asia and the Pacific in
the Obama administra-
tion who is currently vice
president of the Asia
Society Policy Institute
in New York.

“For China in particu-
lar, this argues for a
cautious wait-and-see
posture,” he said.

Blinken will use the
trip to reassure partners
that “Americais all in on
the Indo-Pacific,” said
Dan Kritenbrink, the top
U.S. diplomat for Asia.
“The United States has
been an Indo-Pacific
power for more than a
century and will remain
so going forward.”

“We’re going to contin-
ue to do everything pos-
sible to demonstrate that
commitment in coming
months,” Kritenbrink
told reporters earlier
this week. He discount-
ed concerns about the
presidential campaign
but added: “We do try to

reassure allies and part-
ners that there are cer-
tain fundamentals about
America’s engagement
that are not going to
change, that have been
consistent.”

Among those con-
stants for the past six
decades have been
large U.S. troop deploy-
ments in Japan and
South Korea and a
mutual defense treaty
with the Philippines.
During his first term in
office, Trump cast doubt
on the usefulness of
U.S. alliances around
the world and suggested
that the American mili-
tary presence in Japan
and South Korea be
reduced or eliminated.

As part of his Asia tour,
Blinken will be joined
by Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin in Tokyo
and Manila, where
they will meet with their
Japanese and Filipino
counterparts to shore
up their defense coop-
eration “in the face
of really growing and
unprecedented threats
in the region,” according
to Kritenbrink.

And, in the view of ana-
lysts like Russel, Biden
may direct his team to
step up engagement.
“Leaders who may have
effectively counted him
out are now dealing
with an undistracted Joe
Biden, focused on aug-
menting his substantial
legacy and unencum-
bered by the heavy
burden of campaigning,”
Russel said.

Hamas Leader Dies In Israeli Custody

mudslides continues as death toll rises to 257

ADDIS ABABA, Jul 26 (Agen-
cies): Search teams were still
digging at the site of deadly
mudslides in southern Ethiopia
on Friday, as the death toll rose
to 257, according to the U.N.
humanitarian office.

Heavy rain triggered deadly
slides on Sunday and Monday
in a remote part of the coun-
try. The U.N. humanitarian
office, known as OCHA, said
in an update Thursday that the
death toll could rise to as many

as 500, citing local officials.

“More than 15,000 affected
people need to be evacuated”
from the area, it said.

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed is expected to visit the
remote area on Friday. Mud-
slides there have been triggered
by heavy rainfall in recent days.
Abiy said earlier in the week
that he was “deeply saddened
by this terrible loss.”

Photos from the scene show
residents standing over the

shrouded bodies of mudslide
victims who are being pulled,
one by one, from the muddy
earth. Diggers have been using
hand shovels to pick through
the mud.

Many people were buried
in the Gofa Zone of Kencho
Shacha Gozdi district on
Monday, as rescue workers
searched the steep terrain for
survivors from mudslides the
previous day.

Landslides are common

during Ethiopia’s rainy reason,
which started in July and is
expected to last until mid-Sep-
tember.

Deadly mudslides often
occur in the wider East African
region, from Uganda’s moun-
tainous east to central Kenya’s
highlands. In April, at least 45
people were killed in Kenya’s
Rift Valley region when flash
floods and a landslide swept
through houses and cut off a
major road.

In West Bank

JERUSALEM, Jul 26 (Agencies): A
Hamas leader in the West Bank died in
Israeli custody, Palestinian authorities
and the militant group said Friday.

Mustafa Muhammad Abu Ara, 63,
died after being moved from a prison
in southern Israel to a hospital, accord-
ing to a joint statement by the Palestin-
ian Authority’s prisoners affairs body
and the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club
watchdog. “We mourn the passing of
the leader and prisoner Sheikh Mus-
tafa Muhammad Abu Ara and hold the
occupation responsible for his assas-
sination through deliberate medical
neglect,” Hamas said in a statement.

Abu Ara was arrested in October while
suffering severe health problems, the
Palestinian body and the watchdog
said.

During his detainment he was subject-
ed to torture and starvation, they added.

Israel’s military did not immediately
respond to a request for comment.

Palestinian authorities accused Israel
this month of waging an abusive “war of
revenge” against Palestinian detainees
since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.

At the time, the Israeli military said it
“rejects outright allegations concerning
systematic abuse of detainees”, adding
that it acts within international law.
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ABVYP Jammu University stages protest
agalnst controller oi Examination

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26:
Akhil Bharatiya Vidy-
arthi Parishad (ABVP)
Jammu University Unit
organised a protest
against the Control-
ler of Examinations,
Jammu University.

The protest was held
on behalf of the B.Sc
Paramedical students
from various colleges
affiliated to University
of Jammu, including
GMC Jammu, Doda,
Rajouri, and Kathua.
The students of the
2020-21 batch have
been facing significant
issues related to their
academic progression,
particularly concerning
the delay in the decla-
ration of their results

and the conduction of
their third-year exami-
nations.

The B.Sc Paramedi-
cal degree is designed
to be completed within
three years and six
months, which includes
an internship period.
However, despite three
years and three months
having passed, there
has been an unac-
ceptable delay in both
the announcement of

results and the sched-
uling of the third-year
exams. This has caused
widespread distress
and uncertainty among
students as this delay
would severely impact
the academic and pro-
fessional future of the
students.

The protesting stu-
dents and ABVP repre-
sentatives demanded
the immediate decla-
ration of all pending

results. Furthermore,
they called for prompt
scheduling and conduc-
tion of the third-year
examinations to ensure
that the students' edu-
cational timelines are
not further disrupted.

State Secretary of
ABVP Akshi Billowria,
stated, "The students
of the 2020-21 batch
have been patient for
far too long. The delay
in declaring results is
like playing with their
careers. The adminis-
tration must understand
this situation and take
immediate corrective
measures".

Jammu University
President Sahil Choud-
hary said, "ABVP
stands with the stu-
dents and will continue

to fight for their rights.
The authorities must
ensure timely resolution
of these issues to pre-
vent further academic
losses. The students
have already suffered
enough, and it is high
time their concerns are
addressed effectively.”

He said that the result
should be released as
soon as possible.

The protest witnessed
participation in large
number of students
and ABVP members, all
united in their demand
for a swift resolution to
the ongoing academic
crisis. The ABVP has
vowed to escalate their
agitation if the univer-
sity administration fails
to take prompt action.

Fourth edition of ethical and educational exchange
programme held at Thiksey Monastery

Top News Report

LEH, July 26: The fourth
edition of a weeklong
Ethical and Educational
Exchange programme
concluded at the Shesrap
Skyadtsal Ling, Library &
Learning Centre, Thiksey
Monastery, Leh.

The weeklong event,
held from July 18-23,
was organised in col-
laboration with Thiksey
Gonpa School, Shachu-
kul Gonpa School and
Disket Gonpa School.

The programme aimed
to foster ethical values
and educational devel-
opment among stu-
dents through a variety
of enriching activities.
Participants engaged
in debates, meditation,

Literature studies, Read-
ing Skills enhancement,
Games, Pilgrimage and
teaching workshops.
The closing ceremony
was graced by Dy chair-
man, Tsering Angchuk as
chief guest and nominat-
ed Councillor, Ven. Kon-
chok Tsephel, as guest

of honour.

Alongside, representa-
tive heads from the three
participating Gonpa
schools, including head
abbot/Chakzot, Hemis
Gonpa as well as stu-
dents, and other con-
cerned members were
also present.

Kaith, others welcome Baba Swarnjit Singh of
Tapsthan Gurudwara Manji Sahib at Chohala

Top News Report Raj, Rakesh Kumar,

Yogi calls on Relief
Commissioner Migrants,

GDC Budhal celebrates Kargil
Vijay Diwas 2024

vidual because due to

R.S.PURA, July 26:
With Baba Swarnijit Singh
of Tapsthan Gurudwara
Manji Sahib, Himachal
Pradesh (Gaddi Baba
Wadwagh Singh Ji
Maharaj) reached his
native village Chohala
today.

Baba Ji was accorded
a grand reception by
R.L.Kaith, Vicky Kaith,
Ramesh Chand, Janak

Dhian Chand and others,
who were overwhelmed
to have a look at their
Master whom they love
so dearly. Baba Ji met
with each and every
devotee who had come
to welcome him.

During the visit, Baba
Ji participated in a sat-
sang, While addressing,
he said, Today there is a
need to bring a modern
change in every indi-

lack of change the soci-
ety is heading towards
downfall. He said that
we definitely get associ-
ated with some Guru but
are unable to understand
his basic principle, there-
fore first we will have to
understand the basic
principle of the Guru and
this is the only path that
will take us to the door of
the Supreme Father, the
Almighty.

Plantation drive held at Central

Library of SKUAST-J

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: Under the patronage
of the Vice-Chancellor of SKUAST-Jam-
mu Prof. B.N. Tripathi, a plantation drive
was held to develop greenzone around
the Central Library, Main Campus,
SKUAST-Jammu, Chatha.

Director, Planning & Monitoring, Dr.
Sanjay Kher, Dean, Student Welfare,
Dr. Sudhakar Dwivedi, Medical Officer,
Dr. Anil Gupta, University Librarian, Dr.
R.K Samnotra, drivers of the University
namely Javed Ahmed, Rakesh Kumar,

Jugal Kishore, Barkat Ali, Usman Ali,
Amit Kumar, Prem Kumar , Manjit Singh,

Narinder Paul, Mohd Arfan Waza, Mohd
Imran, Mohd. Salem, teaching/nonteach-
ing staff and large number of students
took part in the plantation drive.

Prof. R.K. Samnotra, University Librar-

ian also gave a message of plantation to

in future.

youth by adopting a tree.

The event was organised to enhance
the concept of Van-Mahotsav and make
people aware of the environment and
the importance of green cover around

Heritagean Puneesh Puri shines at
7th National Ranking Skating C'hip

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26:
Puneesh Puri, a stand-
out student from Heritage
School, has once again
showcased his excep-
tional talent in roller skat-
ing by clinching two gold
medals and one bronze at
the 7th National Ranking
Skating Championship
held in Raipur, Chhattis-
garh.

Competing in the under-
14 category, Puneesh
secured gold in both the
1500m Road Race and

the 1000m Rink Race,
while also earning a
bronze in the 500+D Rink
Race.

This prestigious cham-
pionship, organized by
the Chhattisgarh Roller
Skating Association
under the aegis of the
Roller Skating Federation
of India, took place from
June 6 t0 9, 2024.

The event saw par-
ticipation from over 1200
skaters from all across
India, making Puneesh’s
achievements all the
more remarkable.

Puneesh Puri’s out-
standing performance
adds to his already
impressive tally of wins,
further establishing him
as a rising star in the
world of roller skating. His
dedication, hard work,
and perseverance con-
tinue to bring pride to his
school and community.

The Heritage School
fraternity extends its
heartfelt congratulations
to Puneesh on his stu-
pendous success and
wishes him good luck for
his future endeavours.

. discusses migrant problems

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26:
M.K.Yogi, Senior KP
Leader on Friday called
on Relief and Reha-
bilitation commissioner
Migrants J&K in his
office chamber to dis-
cuss and deliberate upon
the important problems
of migrants being faced
by them in exile on day
to day basis and sought
their early resolution
without any delay.

In a press statement
issued today, M.K.Yogi
said that he called on
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner Migrants
J&K today in his office
chamber and discussed
with him the pertinent
issues of migrants like
bifurcation cases, domi-
cile issues, addition and
deletions issues, func-
tioning of those defunct
tube wells in Jagti who
are non functional for
want of immediate repair-
ment for better provisions

of pure drinking water to
the migrants of Jagti,
internal repairment of
all quarters in Camps
and daily sanitation and
cleanliness in all camps,
repairment of defunct
street lights in Jagti and
other camps, renewal of
weaker section certifi-
cate issues, correction
issues, efficiency and
effective promptness in
official working system
in RC office and issues
of PM package employ-
ees and impressed upon
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner Migrants
J&K to ensure that these
genuine problems raised
during the meeting are
addressed on priority
basis so that migrants
feel a sigh of relief.

Relief and Rehabili-
tation Commissioner
Dr.Arvind Karwani gave
a patient hearing to
the problems listed by
leader in the meeting and
assured early addressal
of all issues.

Top News Report

BUDHAL, July 26: To
commemorate the victory
of the Indian Armed Forces
over Pakistan in the Kargil
War of 1999, the NSS and
NCC units of GDC Budhal
collaboratively organized a
screening of the 2004 Bol-
lywood movie "Lakshya".

Prior to the screening,
Prof. Tahir Nadeem, the
NSS Programme Officer,
and Prof. Qumar Rabani,
the NCC CTO, addressed
the participants, enlight-
ening them about the pur-
pose of celebrating this
significant day.

They emphasized the
importance of remember-
ing the valor and sacrifices
of the Indian Armed Forces

during the Kargil War.
The screening of "Lak-
shya", a film depicting the
transformation of an aim-
less and carefree youth
into a dedicated soldier,
had a very deep impact
on all the viewers' minds,
filling them with a feeling of
pride and patriotism. Stu-
dents and staff responded
enthusiastically to the
movie by actively par-
ticipating in the interactive
session held thereafter.
Other prominent faculty
members who attended
the screening were Prof.
Atal Bharati (HOD Phys-
ics), Prof. Qumar Rabani
Chowdhary (HOD History),
Dr. Altaf Hussain (HOD
Chemistry), Prof. Tahir
Mahmood (HOD Eng-

lish), Mohd Yousaf, Irfan
Ahmed, Waijid Hussain,
Gafoor Ahmed, Shabir
Ahmed and Mushtaq
Ahmed.

The event ended with a
vote of thanks presented
by Prof. Tahir Nadeem,
who expressed gratitude
to all those who made this
event a success.

Appreciating the efforts
of the organizing commit-
tee, the Principal of the col-
lege, Prof. M.A. Dar, stated
that such events foster a
sense of patriotism among
students, which is very
important for their holistic
development. He praised
the NSS and NCC units for
their dedication in fostering
national pride among the
students.

SMVDU organizes Magazine Release and Farewell
Ceremony of Student Secretary of Hindi Cell

Top News Report

KATRA, July 26: Hindi
Cell, Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi University (SMVDU)
organized the release of
its official Hindi maga-
zine, Gyandhara and
newsletter, Bhashai and
bid farewell to student
secretary, Milind Shukla.

The magazine and
newsletter are the regu-
lar feature of the publi-
cation of Hindi Cell at
SMVDU which include
motivational and infor-
mative reading material.

In the same program,
the farewell ceremony

of the student secretary
was also organized in the
presence of Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Pragati
Kumar, Dean, Faculty of

Humanities and Social
Sciences, Dr. AK Das
and Head, Department
of Languages and Liter-
ature and Nodal Officer

Hindi Cell, Dr. Anurag
Kumar.

Milind Shukla has been
a student of mechani-
cal engineering from

the year 2020 to 2024.
He has played the role
of Student Secretary
of Hindi Cell, General
Secretary of Board for
Student Publication and
Coordinator in many
clubs and societies. With
his strong leadership, he
empowered many societ-
ies and clubs.

Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Pragati Kumar con-
gratulated and praised
the Hindi Cell for the
publication and appreci-
ated the effective work
done by Milind Shukla
and wished him a bright
future.

FROM PAGE 1

" PM Modi pays tribute to
hravehearts on Kargil
Vijay Diwas in Drass

On the 25th Kargil Vijay Diwas today, fam-
ilies of the soldiers remember the bravery
and dedication of their loved ones who laid
their lives during the war between India and
Pakistan at icy heights in 1999.

Kargil Vijay Diwas, observed annually on
July 26, commemorates the success of
Operation Vijay in 1999.

During this conflict, Indian forces suc-
cessfully reclaimed strategic positions in
the Kargil sector of Jammu and Kashmir
that had been infiltrated by Pakistani sol-
diers and terrorists.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister will carry
out the first blast of the Shinkun La Tunnel
Project virtually.

An official release said that Shinkun La
Tunnel Project consists of a 4.1 km long
Twin-Tube tunnel which will be constructed
at an altitude of around 15,800 feet on the
Nimu — Padum — Darcha Road to provide
all-weather connectivity to Leh.

Once completed, it will be the highest
tunnel in the world. Shinkun La tunnel will
not only ensure swift and efficient move-

ment of the country’s armed forces and
equipment but also foster economic and
social development in Ladakh.

LG Manoj Sinha Pays trib-

victory over Pakistan in the war.

Avtar Singh murder case:

Contractor Sharad Puri
arrested

man in Greater Kailash, who was attacked
in the presence of police over a land dis-
pute on, SSP Jammu, Dr Vinod Kumar, had
ordered the suspension of incharge Police
Post (IC/PP) Greater Kailash PSI Puneet
Sharma. A Special Investigations Team
under the supervision of SDPO South was
constituted.

Pertinently, Avtar Singh, son of Balbir
Singh of Kaluchak was attacked by a
group of goons when he objected to forc-
ible possession of a plot he had allegedly
purchased long back.

In the attack, Avtar Singh had suffered
severe head injuries and he was taken

to Government Medical College hospital
Jammu, where he succumbed to his inju-
ries.

Gangyal police had registered FIR (39/24)
under section 307/323/447/147/1PC.

Deceased Avtar Singh, father of 8-month
old child was scheduled to return to New
Zealand to join his family on May 12. He
had come to Jammu to take along his par-
ents.

Avtar Singh was working with McDon-
ald at New Zealand. A day before, he had
joined his father Balbir Singh to save their
plot measuring 1 kanal 3 marla land from
land grabbers, when he was attacked on
head.

In his last statement, Avtar Singh had
termed land grabbers and police respon-
sible for attack on him.

Avtar had also posted two videos on his
facebook page before dying. “Corruption
has deep routed into the system and so
we have lost young blood and alone bread
earner in the family, said Avtar’s cousin.

Sources informed that those who were
arrested include Ravinder Kumar alias
Gola Shah, Kuldeep Charak, Pursho-
tam Singh, Suraj Singh, Vikas Singh and
Former SSP Sheikh Mehmood.

ers to meet in Jammu on
August7

among others.

He said that all the leaders of the Opposi-
tion parties have been requested to attend
this meeting.

SIA attaches property of
ahsconding Narco-
Terroristin Poonch

Principal Sessions Judge of Poonch.

The operation was conducted by the
SIA with the oversight of Tehsildar Haveli,
Azhar Majid. In a statement to the media,
Maijid noted, “The entire process was exe-
cuted under the directions of the honour-
able court.”

The seizure of Liyaqat’'s property is a
crucial move in the ongoing battle against
narco-terrorism in the region. Authorities
are intensifying their search for Liyagat
and continue to investigate the networks
facilitating these illegal activities.

employees, issues
show-cause notice to
REE, JE over Baramulia
water crisis

employees have been suspended for
misconduct.

The suspended employees are identified
as Assistant Lineman Muhammad Shafi
Gojar of PHE Sub Division Watergam, cur-
rently posted at the Water Supply Scheme
Rohama, and Helper Mohd Yaqoob Khan
Mangral of PHE Sub Division Baramul-
la, currently posted at the Water Supply
Scheme Delina. The order concerning
Muhammad Shafi states, “A fine of Rs
50,000 (Rupees Fifty Thousand) shall be
imposed, subject to the condition that a
committee constituted shall vet the charges
labeled against the employee.”

Father Dies on Marriage
Day of His Two
Daughters in Kashmir

union of two families has been over-
shadowed by grief.
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Top News Report

BASHOLI, July 26:
BJP J&K General Sec-
retary and Former MLC
Vibodh Gupta on Friday
paid homage to the Kargil
war martyr Shaheed
Hav. Rajinder Singh in
Nagrota, Basholi to mark
the 25th anniversary of
India's victory over Paki-
stan in the 1999 war.

He also paid tributes
to other officers and sol-
diers of the armed forces
who made the supreme
sacrifice in service of the
nation in the Kargil War.

Speaking at the Shrad-
hanjali Samaroh, Vibodh
said," | salute those brave
sons, who sacrificed
everything for the protec-
tion of the motherland. |
salute those brave sons
who put the nation first
and did not hesitate to
sacrifice their lives for it."

Vibodh remarked, "The
valor and sacrifice of our

Development, public welfare not in priority

of administration in Samba: Manjit

list

w

Top News Report

SAMBA, July 26: Con-
tinuing the public outreach
program, the Apni Party
Provincial President,
Jammu, and Former
Minister, Manijit Singh
on Friday has accused
the administration of not
giving adequate priority
to the development, and
implementation of public
welfare scheme in Samba
District that has affected
the normal life of the
people.

As per a press release,
a meeting was organized
here at village Meen Char-
kan in Bari Brahmana of
Samba District to discuss
various issues confronted
by the people.

During the meeting, the
participants raised the
issue of the adverse con-
dition of roads with huge
potholes, damaged lanes,
and drains.

On hearing them, the
former Minister expressed
surprise as to how admin-

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: To
celebrate ‘KARGIL
VIJAY DIWAS 2024’ &
Bhartiya Lok Sangeet
Kala Sansthan, in coor-
dination with Ministry
of Social Justice and
Empowerment , Gov-
ernment of India, Social
Welfare Deptt. J&K Govt.
and Sangam Tru Art Pro-
duction, presented 345th
Friday Series Dogri
Musical Play “UNCHA
RAHE TRIANGA” at
Durga Bhawan , Janipur
Jammu today. The Musi-
cal play was written, pro-
duced and directed by
Dr.M.L.Dogra , former
Regional Director , Song
and Drama Division
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting , Gov-
ernment of India. The
Program was inaugu-
rated by the Chief Guest
Dr.Anju Kumari Dogra,
Govt. Health Depart-
ment Jammu .Among
the Guest of Honor pres-
ent were Dr.Tara Singh
Charak, Former Deputy
Director , Health Depart-
ment J&K Government.
Among the Guest of
Honors, Sh.V.K.Magotra,
former Regional Director,
Directorate of Field Pub-
licity, Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting,
Government of India,

In PolJK, Baloch
B

soldiers in the Kargil War
have been etched into the
heart of our nation. Their
unwavering dedication
to protecting our bor-
ders ensures that India
remains a sovereign and
secure nation continues
to inspire each of us."
Vibodh warned Paki-
stan of again repeating
mistakes of 1965, 1971
and 1999 and said "Paki-

N

istration and its respective
departments fail to check
the developmental work
on the ground that require
immediate response for
the welfare of the people.

“Public funds are pro-
vided by the Govt to
upgrade the living stan-
dard by ensuring develop-
mental works. However,
the situation in various
villages and wards of
Samba District is differ-
ent,” he added.

He stated that the situ-
ation is alarming for the
people who have lost
their faith in the Govt
and its administration
that has created a wedge
and failed to work for the
public welfare.

“In these last several
years, the trust between
the people, and the admin-
istration has reduced and
hence, the people also
avoid going to the respec-
tive administrative offices
in their tehsils because of
non-responsive attitude
of the officials, and arro-

Romesh Chander, Advi-
sor, Shavshat Art Gal-
lery & Mr. Mukesh Singh
Senior Media Person.
The Chief Guest said this
programme was orga-
nized to highlights the
Kargil Vijay Diwas is cel-
ebrated annually on 26th
of July to mark India's
victory over Pakistan in
the Kargil War of 1999
and honour the bravery
of soldiers who sacri-
ficed their lives. Blsks all
artistes paying tributes to
the martyrs of Kargil war
on the occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas. The lyrics
of the songs sung were
“Uncha Rahe Trianga”,
“Mera Bharat Desh hai
Sathiyo Sab desho se
Payara”, Sarfroshi ki
tamana ab humare dil
mai hai”, “Nashe kola
Bacho ,special skits
& dances prepared on
the occasion. The art-
ists of BLSks presented

stan should not commit
the mistake of repeating
1965, 1971 and 1999. If
they repeat it, then no
power in the world will be
able to protect Pakistan
from disintegrating fur-
ther.He strongly assert-
ed that Human rights
violations are committed
against people of PoJK,
Balochs and Pashtune
and it's not acceptable."

gance that is responsible
for mistrust,” he stated.

He said that the people
want to bring change
in the governance and
hence, they are desper-
ately waiting for elections
in Jammu and Kashmir
for its legislative assem-
bly.

Citing anger among the
people as a reason for dis-
connection and mistrust,
he said that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir have
also sought restoration of
statehood.

He said that the hopes
of the people were again
compromised by grant-
ing more powers to the Lt
Governor of J&K than an
elected Govt. Thus, these
additional powers to the
LG J&K would make the
elected Govts weaker in
taking decisions in favour
of the people, and it is
believed that the bureau-
cracy would continue to
dominate the elected
Govt.

He however asked the
people to extend their
support to the Apni Party
in the proposed Assembly
Elections in J&K to bring
positive change in favour
of the general masses,
uneducated people, and
fulfill the equitable devel-
opmental aspiration of
the people across the
regions.

theme based songs writ-
ten by Dr.M.L.Dogra &
the music was the com-
posed by Mr.Raju Bajgal,
Music Instructor, Blsks.
The program was also
recorded & uploaded
online on Social Media
for benefit of the peoples.

Earlier wel-
come address of
Sh.M.L.Dogra, Chair-
man, BLSKS said that
the whole country is
celebrates this day, we
honour the bravery and
sacrifice of Indian sol-
diers who fought tireless-
ly to reclaim the Kargil
Heights from Pakistani
infiltrators. Kargil Vijay
Diwas celebrates the
unwavering resolve of
our armed forces in pro-
tecting India's sovereign-
ty and territorial integ-
rity.Kargil Vijay Diwas,
observed annually on
July 26, commemorates
the success of Opera-

BJP

District President Dar-
shan Singh expressed
profound gratitude to the
heroes of the Kargil War.
He highlighted the sac-
rifices made by the sol-
diers who laid down their
lives in the 1999 Kargil
War emphasizing that
their bravery and commit-
ment to the nation serve
as an enduring inspira-
tion for all Indians. He
stressed that while the
country honors the mem-
ories of the martyred sol-
diers, it must also remain
vigilant and prepared to
defend against any future
threats.

Chairperson DDC
Kathua, Col. Maan Singh
also paid homage to
the Kargil war heroes,
acknowledging their ulti-
mate sacrifice in defend-
ing the nation. He spoke
passionately about the
significance of their brav-
ery and the inspiration it

provides to current and
future generations. "The
soldiers who fought in the
Kargil War exemplify the
highest ideals of cour-
age and patriotism. Their
sacrifices are a powerful
reminder of the debt we
owe to those who safe-
guard our freedoms,"
Singh said. BJP's Prab-
hari Pahari Zila Jangbir
Singh commemorated
the Kargil war martyrs by
highlighting their extraor-
dinary bravery and dedi-
cation. He noted that the
soldiers' sacrifices during
the 1999 war very crucial
in defending the nation’s
territorial integrity.

"The courage and self-
lessness demonstrated
by our soldiers during
the Kargil War are exem-
plary. They fought under
harsh conditions to pro-
tect our motherland, and
we owe them an eternal
debt of gratitude," Singh
stated.

NCC Units of GDC Paloura
celebrate 25th Kargil Vijay Diwas

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: NCC
units of GDC Paloura,
namely, 2 J&AK NCC Boys
Bn and 2 J&K NCC Girls
Bn celebrated 25th Kargil
Vijay Diwas.

The programme starts
with the lightening of
lamp followed by floral
tribute to the brave
hearts who sacrificed
their lives for the country
during the Kargil war of
1999.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Dr. Kulvinder Kouir,
Principal of the college
remembered the martyrs
and adviced the cadets

to inculcate the sense of
National Pride and Unity.
A documentary on Kargil
War was screened for
the cadets in the college.

The cadets also visited
the Samarak of Kargil
Shaheed Ravi Kumar at
Jhiri Mishriwala and pay
homage to the Martyrs.
The cadets also inter-
acted with the father of
Shaheed Ravi Kumar.

The whole programme
was Organized by ANO
Prof. (Lt.) Kusha Sharma
and ANO Prof. (Lt.) Arun
Sharma under the able
guidance of Prof. Dr.
Kulvinder Kour, Principal
GDC Paloura .

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: The Kashmiri Pandit Sabha (KPS)
Jammu held a meeting under the chairmanship of it's
president K. K. Khosa to pay tributes to the brave hearts
of the Indo Pak war of 1999 on the occasion of Kargil Vijay
Diwas. While remembering the Supreme sacrifices made
in defending the nation the meeting resolved that the nation
will always remember the sacrifices made in the line of
duty and that the debt could never be repaid. On the silver
jubilee anniversary of our victory the members exhorted the
youth of the nation to emulate the brave hearts by making
all efforts to safeguard the nation and protect it from the
nefarious and evil designs of enemies both within and out
of India. The members also appealed the Narendra Modi
Ji led GOl to take strong measures to crush the terrorists
who have been killing both armed forces and even citizens
in their recent activities to destabilize the situation in the
UT once again. The members present included Sarvashri
Ashwani Koul, Deepak Dhar, S. L. Bagati, G. J. Kampassi,
Rajinder Tiku, Bharat Bushan Gosani.

tion Vijay in 1999. In
the battle, Indian forces
successfully reclaimed
strategic positions in the
Kargil sector of Jammu
and Kashmir that Paki-
stani soldiers and ter-
rorists had infiltrated.
Dr.Dogra repeated the
words of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
Pakistan has not learnt
any lessons from history
and has faced defeat
whenever it carried out
any misadventure. He
noted that Pakistan was
trying to remain relevant
through terror and proxy
war, but it has faced
defeat whenever it has
carried out any misad-
venture. “Today, | am
speaking from a place
where masters of terror
can hear my voice direct-
ly. I want to tell patrons
of terrorism that their
nefarious designs will
never succeed.
Sh.M.C.Kotwal , Secty,
BLSKS said this day
holds tremendous sig-
nificance in Indian his-
tory and commemorates
the victory of our armed
forces over Pakistan in
the 1999 Kargil War, is
an occasion for a grate-
ful nation to pay tribute
to the indomitable cour-
age and extraordinary
valour of our armed
forces. | pay tribute to

“Uncha Rahe Trianga”

BLSKS presents 445th musical play

each soldier who made
the supreme sacrifice
while protecting Mother
India on the peaks of
Kargil in the year 1999
and bow in reverence
to their sacred memory.
and also informed to the
media the Bhartiya Lok
Sangeet Kala Sansthan
presented every year
more than 200 Musi-
cal Plays cum aware-
ness Cultural Shows to
promote the culture of
India and awareness
programs on Prevention
of Aids ,Water Sanita-
tion , National Integra-
tion ,Rural Development,
Drug Abuse, Cleanliness
and Save the girl Child .
The singers ,musician
,actors and students
of music and computer
institute who performed
in the musical play were
Usha Raina , K K Joshi,
Raju Bajgal , Rajni
Gupta, Bindia Okheda,
Chahat Chadha, Rahul
Kumar, Rajeev Salotra,
Zulekha Farid, Sudesh
Devi Manhas, San-
jeev Kumar, Renu Bala,
Rajeev Salotra and
many others presented
the enthralled perfor-
mance at last of the pro-
grame Master Deepak
Kumar presented vote
of thanks for successful
conduction of the pro-
gram.

DPS Jammu organizes Inter-House
Yoga and Chess Competition

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: Delhi
Public School (DPS)
Jammu organized an
exciting inter-house yoga
and chess competition
on Friday, showcasing
the talents of its students
in these two mind-body
disciplines.

The yoga competition
saw participants from
various houses from
classes Il to Xl dem-
onstrating their flexibil-
ity, balance, and focus
through a variety of
asanas and poses.

Yamuna House
emerged as the overall
winner of the Yoga com-
petition, while Chenab
House excelled in the
Chess competition with
the champions:

Yoga Boys (Ill - V):
Aadhya Gupta (IV-B) (1st
Position) - Tawi House;
Mustabha Sajad (IV-G)
(2nd Position) - Jhelum
House; Anmol Sharma
(V-F) (3rd Position) -
Jhelum House.

Yoga Girls (lll - V):
Bhavya Sharma (IV-F)
(1st Position) - Yamuna
House; Nishita Meeniya
(IV-G) (2nd Position) -
Ganga House; Aavya
Manhas (V-G) (3rd Posi-
tion) - Ganga House
and Dhriti Langeh (IV-F)

(3rd Position) - Yamuna
House.

Yoga Boys (VI-VIII):
Atharav Sharma (VII-A)
(1st Position) - Yamuna
House; Prajwal Gupta
(VII-A) (2nd Position) -
Ganga House; Divyesh
Sharma (VI-A) (3rd Posi-
tion) - Chenab House

Yoga Girls (VI-VIII):
Kasak Manhas (VII-I) (1st
Position) - Tawi House;
Shivanshi Gupta (VI-E)
(2nd Position) - Yamuna
House; Somya Sharma
(VII-C) (2nd Position)
- Ganga House; Aarna
Kohli (VII-B) (3rd Posi-
tion) - Ganga House;
Urwah Sajad (VI-G) (3rd
Position) - Chenab House

Chess Boys (Class
[1-V): Ansh Bakshi (IV-A)
(1st Position) - Chenab
House; Pratyaksh Kumar
(IV-d) (2nd Position) -
Ganga House; Bhanu-
veer Singh Bhatia (V-E)
(3rd Position) - Yamuna
House

Chess Girls (Class II-V):
Alankrita Sharma (IV-K)
(1st Position) - Yamuna
House; Anwesha Thaki-
yal (V-B) (2nd Position)
- Chenab House; Aiza
Akhter (IV-H) (3rd Posi-
tion) - Chenab House.

Chess Boys (Class
VI-VIII): Jhigneshwar
Razdan (VII-A) (1st
Position) - Tawi House;

Krivam Sharma (VII-C)

(2nd Position) - Chenab
House; Anshyan Gupta
(VIII-C) (3rd Position) -
Tawi House.

Chess Girls (Class
VI-VIII): Kanisha Sawh-
ney (VI-J) (1st Position)
- Chenab House; Prapti
Verma (VII-B) (2nd Posi-
tion) - Yamuna House;
Aryahi Verma (VI-1) (3rd
Position) - Ganga House.

Chess Boys (Class
IX-XI1): Abhiveer Sharma
(IX-C) (1st Position) - Tawi
House; Vansh Bakshi
(IX-C) (2nd Position)
- Tawi House; Mitarth
Gupta (XII-G) (3rd Posi-
tion) - Jhelum House

Chess Girls (Class
IX-XII): Sriyanika Gupta
(X-H) (1st Position) -
Jhelum House; Kavya
Verma (IX-C) (2nd Posi-
tion) - Chenab House;
Aavishi Aggarwal (XII-F)
(3rd Position) - Yamuna
House

The management of
DPS Jammu, including
President-RCT Ajatsha-
tru Singh, Pro VC Kun-
warani Dr. Ritu Singh,
and Director S.S. Sodhi,
congratulated the Princi-
pal and staff for the suc-
cessful conduct of the
event and extended their
best wishes to students
and staff for their future
endeavors.

GDC Ramgarh organizes awareness
program on ‘Ill effects of Drug Use’

Top News Report

RAMGARH, July 26: In
a significant step toward
addressing the growing
concern of drug abuse,
Govt Degree College
Ramgarh, in collabora-
tion with the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Samba, organized an
impactful awareness
program on the ill effects
of drug use. The whole
event was organized
under the able guidance
and supervision of Prof.
(Dr.) Geetanjali Andotra,
Principal of the College.

The initiative aimed to
educate students about
the severe consequenc-
es of drug abuse and
to promote preventive
measures. The event

commenced with a wel-
coming address by Rahul
Sharma, Panel Advo-
cate, DLSA Samba. He
highlighted the severe
health risks linked to drug
use, including addiction,
mental health issues, and
physical deterioration.

He also discussed the
legal penalties for drug-
related offenses and the
importance of adherence
to the law to prevent such
outcomes.

Emphasizing the role
of education and aware-
ness in preventing drug
abuse, Sharma encour-
aged students to actively
participate in drug preven-
tion initiatives.

The program was hon-
ored by the presence of
Ajay, Civil Judge Junior

Division, Samba, as the
chief guest.

Ajay delivered a com-
pelling keynote address,
shedding light on the mul-
tifaceted impacts of drug
use. He discussed the
legal ramifications, includ-
ing the potential for crimi-
nal charges and long-term
legal consequences.

He emphasized the
importance of under-
standing the serious
health risks associated
with drug abuse and high-
lighted the role of the legal
system in both prevention
and intervention.

The event was attended
by all the faculty members
and students. Finally, the
event was concluded
with the vote of thanks by
Rahul Sharma.

GDC R S Pura offers Shardhanjali to
fallen hero Rfn Tersem Lal

- L= FNI

Top News Report

R S PURA, July 26:
In continuation to the
week long celebration of
Kargil Vijay Diwas 2024,
the NCC cadets of Govt.
Degree College R.S. Pura
organised another series
of events under the guid-
ance of Principal, Prof.
(Dr.) Preetpal Kour and
coordinated under ANO
Boys Dr. Rakesh Choud-
hary and Girls Dr. Roopali
Slathia of the college.

The NCC Cadets of
the college paid homage
to the “fallen hero” Rfn
Tersem Lal at his Smarag
situated at village Gandli

of R.S. Pura.

The NCC Cadets con-
ducted Cleanliness Drive
at place of Smarag and
offered florat tributes to
the Rfn Tersem Lal who
was killed in action during
the Kargil war 1999.
Thereafter the awareness
was raised about his con-
tribution in the war and
towards the Nation.

The NCC Cadets, after
coming back to the col-
lege established “Wall of
Courage” in the college
for the remeberance of
Kargil war Heros. In this
event 50 cadets (both
Boys & Girls) participated
along with faulty mem-

.

bers.

The entire college
lighted the candles in the
honour of all the fallen
heros of the Kargil War.

The Principal of the
college, Prof. (Dr.) Pre-
etpal Kour motivated the
cadets to join arm forces
and e contribute towards
the Nation.

The other faculty mem-
bers who were present
Dr. Savtanter Kour, Dr.
Kiran Pathania, Prof.
Jugal Kishore, Prof.
Neelam Kumar, Prof.
Meeshu Pandita, Dr.
Sunil Kumar Mangoch ,
Dr. Rajinder Singh, Dr.
Rakesh Kalotra.



Top News of J&K

Jammu, Friday, July 26, 2024

SPORTS

11

| enjoy leadership, learnt a lot of things from different
captains: Suryakumar Yadav ahead of Sri Lanka series

Suryakumar’s first assignment will be the three-match T20 series against hosts Sri Lanka

PALLEKELE (SRI LANKA),
Jul 26 (Agencies): Newly-
appointed Indian T20 captain
Suryakumar Yadav says he
has enjoyed being a leader on
the field despite not donning
the captain’s hat, adding that
he learnt the tricks of the trade
from different skippers over the
years.

Suryakumar was appointed
India’s T20 captain last week
ahead of Hardik Pandya after
Rohit Sharma’s retirement from
the format.

Suryakumar’s first assignment
will be the three-match T20
series against hosts Sri Lanka
starting here on Saturday.

“I have always enjoyed being a
leader on the field even though
| was not the captain. | have
always learnt a lot of things from
different captains. It's a good
feeling and a great responsibil-
ity,” the swashbuckling middle-
order batter told BCCI.TV.

Indian cricket is set to embark
on a new era under Suryakumar
and new head coach Gautam
Gambhir.

Both Suryakumar and Gamb-

starting in Pallekele on Saturday

hir share a strong bond since
Kolkata Knight Riders days as
they played together in 2014 for
the franchise.

And Suryakumar, known for
his aggressive batting and inno-
vative shots, described his rela-
tionship with Gambhir as both
special and strong.

“This relationship is special

because in 2014 | played under
him in KKR. It was special
because from there only | got
opportunities. The relationship
is still strong.

“He (Gambhir) knows how |
work, what is my mindset when
| come to practice sessions. |
also know how he tries to work
as a coach. It's all about the

lovely relationship we have and
very excited to see how it goes
forward,” the Mumbai batter
said.

By his own admission,
Suryakumar wants to remain
humble and grounded while
leading the side on the field
as he looks at cricket just as a
sport, not life.

“l think most important thing
what | have learned from this
sport is how humble you are
after achieving or even after
not doing well. | have learned
when you do something on the
ground you have to leave it on
the ground,” he said.

“This is not your life; this is just
a part of your life. So you can’t
be when you are doing well
you stay on the top and when
you are not doing well you are
underground.

“That’s one thing which you
shouldn’t do ever as a sports-
man, that’s one thing which |
have learned and that’s what
helps me create balance in my
life. If you are a good person,
everything happens good.”

~ Dhiraj shines as archers

secure quarters berths

R

PARIS, Jul 26 (Agen-
cies): Led by the in-form
Dhiraj Bommadevara
and Ankita Bhakat,
India’s campaign at the
Paris Olympics began
on a positive note as
the country’s archers
secured a direct entry
into the quarterfinals
of both the men’s and
women’s team events
after finishing third and
fourth, respectively, in
the ranking round here.

Debutants Dhiraj and
Ankita produced a

spectacular show in the
qualifications to help
India finish in the top-
four, giving them favour-
able draws. The top-
four in the team stand-
ings directly advance to
the quarterfinals, while
the 5th to 12th play the
Round of 16 fixtures.

The Indian men’s team
is seeded third, which
means they will not fea-
ture in the same pool as
the South Koreans in
the next round.

The duo of Ankita and

Dhiraj will be seeded
fifth in the mixed team
Round of 16.

World Cup bronze
medallist Dhiraj, who
defeated Tokyo Olym-
pics silver winner Mauro
Nespoli in Antalya, lived
up to the expectations
by finishing fourth in the
individual round. Dhiraj
scored 681 points.
Appearing in his fourth
Olympics, Tarundeep
Rai ended 14th with
674 points while Pravin
Jadhav finished 39th
with 658 points.

Earlier in the day,
Ankita left behind sea-
soned campaigners
like Deepika Kumari
to emerge as the best-
placed Indian at 11th
in the women’s individ-
ual qualifications. The
26-year-old shot 666
and was followed by
Bhajan Kaur (22nd with
559 points) and Deepika
(23rd with 658 points).

South Korea’s Lim
Sihyeon smashed a
world record score of
694 to top the standings.

BCCI to meet with IPL
teams to meet on July 31

The meeting that has been on the cards for a few months
now will finally happen at the end of this month.

NEW DELHI, Jul 26
(Agencies): With the
mega auction cycle
coming up, the Board
of Control for Cricket
in India have invited
the ten Indian Premier
League teams for a
meeting to discuss the
way forward for the auc-
tion and the league on
July 31 in Mumbai.

Since its inception,
the IPL has seen a
mega auction every
three years with teams
getting to retain and
Right to Match (RTM)
players they want. This
meeting, set to happen
in the new BCCI office,
is to discuss how many
retentions should be
there and the RTM
cards each team can
get going forward.

The meeting that has

been on the cards for
a few months now will
finally happen at the
end of this month. And
as is often the case,
different teams have
expressed a differ-
ent number of player
options depending on
their team composition.
There is also the topic
of how frequently the
mega auction should
be held.

According to multiple
reports, some teams

want as many as 5-8
retentions.

In 2018, the eight
teams got to keep a
maximum of five players
(3 retention or 3 RTMs)
in the auction while in
2022, they could retain
four without any RTMs.

Whether to keep the
RTMs or increase the
retention, it all will be
discussed in detail at
the meeting and the
decision will be taken
accordingly.

Very clear about his intent, communication: Gill on
first impressions of Gautam Gambhir as head coach

PALLEKELE, Jul 26
(Agencies): India’s
newly appointed vice-
captain, Shubman Gill,
opened up on his first
impression of Gautam
Gambhir as a head
coach, saying that the
former Indian opener
is very clear about his
intent, communication
and player roles with
the team.

India’s tour of Sri Lanka
begins with a T20I on
Saturday and consists
of three T20ls and three
ODls each. Gill will be
the deputy to Suryaku-
mar Yadav and Rohit
Sharma in the short
format and 50-overs,
respectively. This is
Gambhir’s first assign-
ment as head coach
after being appointed
to the position earlier in
July after Rahul Dravid
vacated the post follow-
ing ICC T20 World Cup
win in West Indies.

Speaking ahead of the

m—

/ ‘: ; ,“"V lz
first T201 in Pallekele in
the pre-match presser,
Gill said, “We have had
just two net sessions
together, and this is the
first time | am working
with him. But whatever
he has told me during
these two sessions, his
intent and communica-
tion have been very
clear--he knows what he
wants from which player,
and what he thinks will
work for each player.”
Gill also opened up on
his equation with the
newly-appointed T20I
captain Suryakumar
Yadav, saying that they
are “alike”.

“We think alike. | have

Women-dominated wrestling team ‘Dangal
ready’ at the Paris Olympics 2024

PARIS, Jul 26 (Agen-
cies): Indian wrestling
has been making head-
lines for a year-and-a-
half. But, it has mostly
been for the matters
outside the mat, not on
it.

The Indian wrestlers
had launched protests
against the former WFI
chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, accusing
him of sexual harass-
ment. From sleeping in
tents and footpaths to
getting dragged on the
streets of the National
Capital by Delhi Police.
The result of the pro-
tests was witnessed
in the tally of wrestlers
who could make it to the
Paris Olympics 2024.

After every four years,
when the Olympics
approach, one category
on which everyone pins
their hopes for glory is
wrestling.

After all, India has won
seven medals in the
wrestling category so far
at the Olympic Games,
with two silvers and five
bronze. The wrestlers
have also had a streak
of bringing a medal
home since the last four
Olympic Games.

The Indian wrestlers
won the battle that was
done off the mat, with the
ouster of Brij Bhushan
and a case being filed.

Now it is time for the
6-member wrestling
team to focus on the
fight that will be done
on the mat at one of the
biggest stages.

Contrary to the pre-
vious editions of the
Olympic Games, which
witnessed the men
wrestlers dominating the
charts with 6 medals, in
comparison to Sakshi
Malik being the sole
female wrestler to win
a medal at Summer
Games.

The Paris 2024 Olym-
pics will witness five
women athletes and
just one male athlete
taking part in the free-
style event.

India’s wrestling con-
tingent

Aman Sehrawat,
(men’s 57kg), Vinesh
Phogat (women’s 50kg),
Antim Panghal (wom-
en’s 53kg), Anshu Malik
(women’s 57kg), Nisha
(women’s 68kg), and
Reetika Hooda (wom-
en’s 76kg).

Notably, only Aman

(fourth) and Antim (sixth)
have been seeded from
the Indian contingent.

Phogat seeks redemp-
tion

Since last year, Vinesh
Phogat has fought the
battle for not just her
career, but her life as
well. She was one of
the leading protesters
against the former WFI
chief and turned out
to be the only compet-
ing wrestler among the
three leaders at the
Paris Olympics 2024.
Her knee surgery had
forced her to miss the
Asia Games and made
an impeccable come-
back after that.

However, she had to
cut down her weight to
50kg to secure an Olym-
pic berth. She managed
to do it all despite bat-
tling with mental health
issues and administra-
tive chaos during the
Tokyo Olympics 2020.
She was injured on the
mat during the Rio Olym-
pics 2016 and dealt with
an unsupportive system
during the Tokkyo Olym-
pics. Can Vinesh finally
bring home glory this
time?

Phogat doesn’t have

an Olympic medal yet,
but she has already
done so much for Indian
wrestling, on and off the
mat. Since Phogat is
not seeded in the Paris
Games, she could be in
for a tough ride..

Debutant wrestlers
look to make maiden
podium appearance

Antim Panghal is com-
peting in the women’s
53kg category.

The youngster was
the first Indian wres-
tler to win an Olympic
quota and a result of
that led to Vinesh drop-
ping down to the 50kg
category. This will be
the first time that wres-
tling will have seedings
and Panghal is currently
the 4th seeded player.
Her seeding gave her a
good advantage as she
avoided big names in
the early rounds.

If she lives up to her
reputation and ability,
Panghal should make
it to the final where she
will be up against Akari
Fujinami, who will be
a force to be reckoned
with.

The Japanese wrestler
hasn'’t lost a bout since
2017.

Wrestler Reetika
Hooda, another debu-
tant in the Olympics,
became the first Indian
to qualify for the Olym-
pics in the heavyweight
(76kg) category.

A women-dominated
wrestling contingent

The 2022 Under-23
World Champion, Aman,
is the only male wrestler
in the Indian contingent.
The Tokyo 2020 Olympic
medallists, Ravi Dahiya
and Bajrang Punia lost
the national Olympic
trials in their respective
categories. Aman Seh-
rawat, the 2023 Asian
champion and the 2022
Under-23 world cham-
pion, could face Japan’s
Rei Higuchi or Armenia’s

Arsen Harutyunyan
before the medal rounds
begin.

Rei Higuchi is a Rio
2016 silver medallist
and the 2022 world
champion. He beat
Aman at the Hungarian
Ranking Series in June.
Arsen Harutyunyan
won bronze at the 2023
World Championships.

The Paris 2024 Olym-
pic wrestling competition
will get underway from
August 5.

\

played under Surya
bhai’s captaincy in the
South Africa tour,” he
said.

“Our communication
and understanding are
alike. You can see this
in the upcoming games,”
he added.

India’s tour of Sri
Lanka will kick- off with a
three-match T20I series,
followed by a three-
match ODI series.The
Pallekele International
Stadium will be hosting
the T20I leg of the series
while the R Premadasa
is getting to host the
50-over matches.

The three ODlIs will
be held on August 2,

“

August 4, and August 7.
Both teams will be
taking to the field with
new head coaches.
While legendary all-
rounder Sanath Jayas-
uriya has been named
as the interim head
coach for Lankan Lions,
this will also be the first
assignment for former
Indian opener Gautam
Gambhir as the head
coach, succeeding the
T20 World Cup-winning
coach Rahul Dravid.
India’s last tour of Sri
Lanka for a bilateral
white-ball series came
back in July 2021, with
Dravid coaching the Shi-
khar Dhawan-led side.

India won the ODI series
2-1, while Sri Lanka
secured the T20I series
by the same margin.

T20l Squad for Sri
Lanka series: Suryaku-
mar Yadav (c), Shub-
man Gill (vc), Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Rinku Singh,
Riyan Parag, Rishabh
Pant (wk), Sanju
Samson (wk), Hardik
Pandya, Shivam Dube,
Axar Patel, Washing-
ton Sundar, Ravi Bish-
noi, Arshdeep Singh,
Khaleel Ahmed, Moham-
med Siraj.

ODI Squad for Sri
Lanka series: Rohit
Sharma (c), Shubman
Gill (vc), Virat Kohli, KL
Rahul (WK), Rishabh
Pant (wk), Shreyas lyer,
Shivam Dube, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohd. Siraj,
Washington Sundar,
Arshdeep Singh, Riyan
Parag, Axar Patel,
Khaleel Ahmed, Harshit
Rana.

“Above my pay grade”: Jasprit
Bumrah’s blunt take on not being
considered for captaincy

NEW DELHI, Jul 26 (Agencies): Team
India is ready to face Sri Lanka in a
white-ball series, which will kick-start
from Saturday with a three T20I match-
es. After the retirement of skipper Rohit
Sharma from the shortest format, there
was a lot of chatter regarding a perfect
replacement for the captaincy.

As it appeared, all-rounder Hardik
Pandya was looking like an obvious
choice but the newly-appointed head
coach Gautam Gambhir and chief
selector Ajit Agarkar named batter
Suryakumar Yadav as the captain for
the T20Is against Sri Lanka.

After the announcement, some dis-
cussions are going on about star pacer
Jasprit Bumrah not being considered
for the position of the captain. Bumrah,
who played a vital role in India’s victory
at the T20 World Cup 2024, opened
up about the situation and gave a fiery

response.

“I cannot go to the team and tell, now
you have to make me captain. It is
above my pay grade. | feel the bowlers
are the smart people, as we have to get
the batters out. We are always fighting
the odds as the ground are shorter, the
bats are better. | don’t remember any
article or technology coming to swing
the ball a lot more. People enjoy the ball
being thrown around and enjoy sixes

being hit,” Bumrah said.

“Because bowlers are doing the hard
job. They are not hiding behind a bat.
They are not hiding behind a flat wicket.
When you lose a game, bowlers are

blamed. It is a hard job. | take a lot of
pride doing that job. You have to face
a lot of challenges. Because of these
challengers, bowlers find new ways to
succeed. Fighting the odds make you
a lot braver, leadership needs you to
be brace.

We have seen Pat Cummins doing
really well. | have seen Wasim Akram
captaining. Kapil Dev and Imran Khan
have won a World Cup. Bowlers are the
smart ones. Sometimes, physically it is
stressful, that's why leadership goes to
batters. In my opinion, bowlers are the

smart ones,” he added.

As per the popular belief bowlers are
usually not seen as the team captains.
However, Bumrah gave the example of
Australia skipper Pat Cummins, who led
his team to ODI World Cup and World
Test Championship titles.

“Perception changes with results. |

came from a perception that this bowl-

ing action will not work, but now people
try to copy it. You don’t try to say things;
you let your results talk. Pat Cummins
is a big example. | got a lot of positive
results. He won the World Cup and
WTC. | do not think it is a burden. When
you play cricket, you want responsibil-
ity,” said Bumrah.

“You do not want to hide behind and
be the backbencher. You have to be of

the mindset that if you give me the ball,

| will make the difference. | am of the
opinion that there is no better thought
than having responsibility. Injuries can
happen to anyone,” he added.
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Sham, Ashok, Vikram, Brijesh flag off de-addictionrally GDC Udhampur commemorates

war heroes on Kargll Vljay Dlwas

Education can only eradlcate evils of addlctwn. Sham Lal

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: As part
of the Sanskrit month, the
Shri Kailakh Jyotish avim
Vedic Trust organized
an awareness rally for
de-addiction on Friday
from SD Memorial High
Secondary School, Kar-
wanda, Bhalwal, Jammu
to Government High Sec-
ondary School, Bhalwal.

The rally aimed to
spread the message of
staying away from addic-
tion. In observance of
Kargil Vijay Diwas, plants
were also planted and
distributed.

The Chief Guest at the
event was former min-
ister Sham Lal Sharma,
the Guest of Honour was
Director of School Edu-
cation Jammu Ashok
Jammu, guest Vikram
Sharma from the Jammu
and Kashmir High Court
Bar Association, and
Special Guest SP Rural
Jammu Brijesh Sharma.
Other distinguished
guests included Regional
Director of Social Forest-
ry Ravindra Singh Goria,
among others.

On this occasion, Sham
Lal Sharma stated that
only education can eradi-
cate the evils of addiction.

If one must be addicted,
let it be to education, as it
is a powerful path to prog-
ress. He also highlighted
the invaluable contribu-
tion of Mahant Rohit
Shastri in promoting and
developing the Sanskrit
language in India. Efforts
should be made to pro-
mote Sanskrit, the foun-
dation of all languages.
Ashok Sharma praised
the Trust's initiative to
raise awareness about
the harmful effects of
drug use through the de-
addiction rally. He further
emphasized that efforts
should be made to teach
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children Sanskrit at home,
and only then can we
advise others to use this
language.

Vikram Sharma stated
that addiction is the
mother of crime. It is
essential for children to
receive moral education.
By adhering to our values
and moral education, we
can surely stay away
from addiction. Addiction
harms not only the indi-
vidual but also their family
and society.

Brijesh Sharma men-
tioned how addiction
damages our physical,
mental, economic, and

family life. Efforts should
be made to help those
trapped in addiction
through strong willpower.
He expressed hope that
Mahant Rohit Shastri's
efforts to promote San-
skrit would inspire others,
and Sanskrit would once
again become a prevalent
language in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Mahant Rohit Shastri
mentioned that Sanskrit
Day is celebrated every
year on the full moon day
of Shravan, and this year
it will be celebrated on
19th August.

The Trust has decided to

celebrate Sanskrit month
this year as well, start-
ing with the distribution
of five thousand plants
on 23rd July. Throughout
the month, grand events
will be held to promote the
divine language, Sanskrit.
The Sanskrit month will
conclude on 19th August,
the full moon day of Shra-
van.

At this event, students
from SD Memorial High
Secondary School, Kar-
wanda, Bhalwal, Jammu,
and Government High
Secondary School, Bhal-
wal, along with former
Sarpanch Rajdev Singh,
BDC Kuldip Kumar,Sho
Garota Arjun,Rakesh
Gandotra, Dilbahadur
Singh Jamwal, Vijay
Gupta,Uttam Chand
Sharma, Nigam Gupta,
Pramod Sharma, Sunil
Sharma, Prof. Sharad
Sharma, Naresh Raina,
Vijay Seth, Ajay Sharma,
Narottam Sharma,
Pawan Khajuria, Happy
Singh, Sunil Sharma,
Rahul Salathia, former
Sarpanch Pratap Singh,
Bhushan Jamwal, Bobby
Singh, Pandit Devdutt
Shastri, Rajiv Sharma,
Saurav Singh, and other
Trust members were
present.

Sadhotra assails BJP’s Double Engine

Sarkar’s massive Power Crisis in J ammu

h

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26:
Castigating the BJP’s
Double Engine Sarkar
for depriving the people
of even the minimum
basic necessities, espe-
cially during the ongo-
ing humid and scorching
monsoon across Jammu
region, Former Minister
and National Conference
Additional General Secre-
tary Ajay Kumar Sadhotra
on Friday expressed seri-
ous concern of erratic
power supply and drink-
ing water scarcity.

In a statement, he said
the unscheduled and fre-
quent power cuts have
become a norm that
results in breakdown in
water, little water supply
remains available in the
Jammu City occasionally
and at times after days
together.

He described the laxity
of the so-called Double
Engine Sarkar in meet-
ing the requirements
of the people as highly
deplorable and inhuman,
saying the concerned
departments cannot shirk
their responsibilities so
casually. Amidst the
unbearable humidity and
frequent downpours, the
government's inability to

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 26: Sunil
Dimple, president of the
Mission Statehood, paid
tribute to Captain Vikram
Batra and the 530 mar-
tyrs of the Kargil War with
a candlelight vigil.

He held anti-Pakistan
protests, emphasizing his
stance against Pakistan
and its policies.

Dimple called for the
integration of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (POK),
Gilgit-Baltistan, and parts
of Pakistan into India,
suggesting this as a fit-
ting tribute to the Kargil
war heroes.

He urged Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to
initiate military action to
achieve this goal, includ-
ing the hosting of the
Indian national flag in
Lahore.

“Se—"
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manage the power supply
is causing immense hard-
ship to the people, espe-
cially as the unscheduled
power cuts have become
a daily ordeal, disrupting
lives, businesses, and
essential services, he
added.

Sadhotra referred
to the vulnerability of
the people, including
the elderly and those
with health conditions
aggravated by the heat
and humidity. He also
referred to the statement
of a senior official, asking
the Power Development
Department to ensure
hundred percent elec-
tricity in smart metered
areas and better the
supply in other places
and called it most insen-
sitive diktat, amounting to

discrimination with sec-
tions of the society. How
can a government think
in such terms, he asked
and said such administra-
tive tantrums were unac-
ceptable, as the people
of all categories, smart
metered or otherwise,
are equally suffering due
to callousness of the gov-
ernment.

On the one hand, there
is acute shortage and fre-
quent unscheduled cuts
of power and on the other
hand, people are being
given huge electricity bills
under the garb of smart
meters. In view of scorch-
ing heat and humidity,
proper electricity supply
is ensured as scarcity of
power also affects the
drinking water and Irri-
gation water. He alleged
that anti-poor policies of
the Double Engine Sarkar
have created hell for the
poor people.

Sadhotra urged the
government to realise
its responsibilities and
take immediate steps to
resolve the power crisis.
It is the government's
duty to provide power
and caution the con-
cerned departments not
to test the patience and
resilience of the suffering
masses.

He expressed concerns
about rising militancy
in Jammu and Kash-
mir, particularly in the
Jammu region. Dimple
described the situation as
worse than in 1990 and
highlighted the closure
of army schools due to
security threats.

Dimple criticized the
intelligence failures that
have allegedly allowed

mllltants and Paklstani
forces to infiltrate and
operate within the region.

He demanded the gov-
ernment to conduct sur-
gical strikes and military
operations to eliminate
militant threats and ISI
modules.

An all-parties meeting is
scheduled for August 5th
in Jammu to address the
increasing militancy and

KCCI & GJEPC to forge
~ partnership to boost
- Kashmir's Jewellery Industry

ke S8

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 26: As
a follow up of the recent
initiative by The Kashmir
Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (KCCI) &
The Gems & Jewellery
Export Promotion Council
(GJEPC) to Forge Part-
nership to Boost Kash-
mir's Jewellery Industry.

The KCCl and GJEPC
moved ahead to nurture
the growth of Kash-
mir's jewellery sector. In
this context a meeting
organised by the GJEPC
Regional Office in Delhi
brought together industry
leaders, including Mr. Anil
Sankhwal, GJEPC COA
Member and Director of
IIGJ-RLC and IIGJ-D and
The KCCI President Javid
Ahmed Tenga to explore
collaboration opportuni-
ties.

The partnership aims
to enhance jewellery

the alleged shortcomings
of the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) policies.

Dimple warned against
ISI and militant groups,
asserting that Jammu
and Kashmir will remain
an integral part of India.

He appealed to the
Director General of J&K
Police and security forces
to intensify operations
against militants.

exports from Kashmir by
providing comprehensive
support, including train-
ing, market access, and
industry exposure. As a
result of the collabora-
tion, the KCCIl commit-
ted to participate in the
upcoming India Interna-
tional Jewellery Show-
Premiere 2024 and also
expressed interest in
organising outreach pro-
grams in Srinagar. Addi-
tionally, a group of aspir-
ing jewellery designers
from Kashmir will undergo
training at Indian Insti-
tute of Gens & Jewellery
Delhi.

This strategic alliance
marks a significant step
towards empowering
the jewellery industry
in Kashmir and unlock-
ing its potential in global
markets.

Sanjeev Bhatia, Assis-
tant Director Northern
Region, presented an
overview of the GJEPC
activities, its membership
strength, and details of
the Council's three 11JS
shows. The President
KCCI thanked GJEPC for
their keen interest in the
development of Jewel-
lery industry of Kashmir.
The consultative meeting
was also attended by the
KCCI Treasurer Zubair
Mahajan.

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, July
26: NCC Cadets, 2 J&K
Girls Battalion and 2
J&K Boys Battalion, of
GDC Udhampur com-
memorated the supreme
sacrifices made by our
Kargil War heroes. In a
series of events, includ-
ing a guest lecture on the
theme “Kargil Ke Veeron
Ko Salaam” by Hony Capt
Koshal Kumar Sharma,
screening of a documen-
tary on the Kargil War,
Plantation Drive, and
floral tribute to the war
heroes at Dhruva Shrad-
hangali Park, Udhampur.

The whole programme
was organised under
the able guidance of
the worthy principal of
the college, Dr. Sanjay
Kumar Verma. On 25th
July 2024, the lecture
was delivered by retired
Hony Capt Koshal Kumar
Sharma.

The event began with
a formal welcome of the
guest, Hony Capt Koshal
Kumar Sharma, by the
worthy principal of the
college.

During his welcome
address, the principal

paid his heartfelt thanks

to the speaker, and
appreciated the ANO
Prof Vijay Kumar, and
NCC Cadets of the col-
lege. While reflecting on
the Kargil War and its
aftermath repercussions,
the principal brought into
light the courage, patrio-
tism and sacrifices of our
soldiers.

During his lecture, Capt.
Sharma shared his heart
wrenching lived experi-
ences of the Kargil War.
He said that it was very
challenging to counter the
enemies hiding at the top
of steep rocks coupled
with harsh weather condi-
tions. Sometimes, stones
shooting downward would
take the shape of sharp
weapons and wounded
many Indian soldiers.
Despite all the difficul-
ties and adversities, our
soldiers, including Capt.
Vikram Batra, Grenadier
Yogendra Yadav and
many other Bravehearts
led to an unprecedented
victory over Pakistan.
He advised the NCC
cadets to join the Indian
armed forces and serve
the nation with utmost
honesty and sincerity.

Among faculty, Prof Babu
Lal Thakur, Prof Suresh
Dogra and Prof Ashok
Sharma were also pres-
ent on the occasion. A
formal vote of thanks was
presented by Prof Vijay
Kumar. In another event,
followed by the guest lec-
ture, a documentary on
Kargil war was screened
wherein more than 70
NCC cadets and college
staff were present. It was
followed by a plantation
drive during which more
than 50 saplings were
planted by the dignitar-
ies, faculties and NCC
cadets.

On 26th July 2024,
NCC cadets, 2 J&K Girls
Bn and 2 J&K Boys Bn,
accompanied by ANO
Prof Vijay Kumar, paid
floral tribute to the Kargil
war heroes at Dhruva
Shardhanjali Park,
Udhampur. The whole
programme was organ-
ised under the instruc-
tions of the Commanding
Officer of 2J&K Boys Bn,
Col Rajesh Jasrotia and
Col Munish Jasrotia, the
Commanding Officer of
2J&K Girls Bn and the
supervision of Prof Vijay
Kumar.

GODOWN FOR RENT

Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575

Bari

PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS

® 24/7 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

CHESS LEARNING CENTRE

Contact Us:

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess CIasses Today'
Three Classes
a Week

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic
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