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Two smugglers held with 108 kg

Over 4,600 pilgrims leave Jammu

Two minor
brothers drown
todeathin
Bonjwah

JAMMU, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): Two minor broth-
ers lost their lives when
they were bathing and
they drowned in a
stream in the Bonjwah
area of Kishtwar.

An official told that
two boys namely Nasir
Hussain (16) and yasir
Hussain (13) both sons
of Mohd Shafi Zargar
resident of Gundoo
Tehsil Chilli Pingil Disat
Doda drowned to death
in Kishtwar.

He said that soon after
the incident police party
rushed on the spot with
the local people and
searched for the boys
in the stream and after
around four hours the
dead bodies of the
boys found and after
completing the legal
formalities dead body
of both the boys have
been handed over to
their legal heirs.

Meanwhile police
have taken cognizance
and started an investi-
gation.

lllegal felling
of green gold
continue in
Forest Dhandal

DODA, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): Green trees worth
millions of rupees have
been illegally chopped
off in compartment no.
07 & 08 in the forest
block of Dhandal Saraj
range forest division
Doda.

There is an illegal
large-scale felling of
trees Pine trees in Doda
Division. The concerned
forest employees spe-
cially guard are respon-
sible for the decrepit
condition of the forest
and should be punished
by the administration for
not only damaging envi-
ronment, but also caus-
ing huge damage to the
state exchequer.

Going by the pace of
cutting, the green gold is
dwindling in this reserve
forest area and more
and more illegal forest
cutting are coming up
without any check.

When contacted DFO
Doda he didn’t pick the
phone call, but replied
in WhatsApp chat that
this will be verified and
strict action will be taken
against culprits and
delinquent officials.

NOIDA, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): The Gautam
Buddh Nagar Police
Commissionerate has
issued a stern warning
to parents regarding the
operation of two-wheel-
ers and four-wheelers
by individuals under 18

years of age.
=Turnto page 9

LEH, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): Two smugglers
have been arrested in
the Nyoma sector of the
Leh district of Ladakh on
the charges of smuggling
several kilograms of gold
from China.

A statementissued said
that two smugglers with
horses were caught by
21BN ITBP, in general
area Zursar, near PP 54,
with 109 kilogram gold.

The individuals as per
the statement have been
identified as Tsering
Chamba (age 69 approx)

goldin

and Tenzin Targy (40),

la

g

dakh: ITBP
]
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both residents of Koyul,

Nyoma.

Giving details, the
statement said that on
9th July, 2024 at around
01:30/02:00 PM 21st Bat-
talion, ITBP launched a
Long Range Patrolling
(LRP) in the border areas
in Southern Sub Sector
in Eastern Ladakh of (in
general area Chismule,
Narbula top, Zakle and
Zakla) to check infiltration
as well smuggling as this
is summer and activities
are heightened around
this season also some

uTurnto page 9 :

base camp to join Amarnath Yatra

JAMMU, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): Amid heavy rains,
more than 4,600 pilgrims
left Jammu city in the
early hours of Wednes-
day for the twin base
camps in Kashmir to join
the annual Amarnath
Yatra, officials said.

This was the 13th batch
of pilgrims that left the
Bhagwati Nagar base
camp here for Baltal and
Pahalgam base camps in
Kashmir.

The batch of 4,627 pil-
grims left in 185 vehicles
around 3 am amid chants
of “Bum Bum Bholey”.

AT

They were escorted by
a CRPF contingent amid
area dominations by the
Army, the officials said.
While 2,773 pilgrims left

e o
in 95 vehicles through the
48-km traditional Pahal-
gam route, 1,854 devo-
tees left in 90 vehicles

mTurntopage 9

‘State’ in PSA order includes
UT of Jammu Kashmir; HC

SRINAGAR, Jul 10
(Agencies): The High
Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh
recently clarified that
the term “State” under
the Jammu and Kashmir
Public Safety Act, 1978
(PSA) includes the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir

The Court, therefore,

dismissed an argument
that a person could no
longer be put in preven-
tive detention under the
PSA by citing acts preju-
dicial to the security of
the “State” of Jammu and
Kashmir because Jammu
and Kashmir has been
“Union Territory” since
2019.

mTurn to page 9

Army Commander asks troops tobe
prepared for future challenges

~E T

LEH/JAMMU, Jul
10 (Agencies): North-
ern Army Commander
Lieutenant General M
V Suchindra Kumar on
Wednesday visited for-
ward areas along the
Line of Control in Ladakh
and asked troops to be
prepared for future chal-
lenges.

The Army commander
also visited the Kargil

War Memorial in Drass,
and paid homage to
those who laid down

their lives during Opera-
tion Vijay.

“Lt Gen M V Suchindra
Kumar, Army command-
er northern command
accompanied by GOC
Fire and Fury corps vis-
ited units deployed along
the Line of Control and
reviewed operational
preparedness of Forever
in Operations division,”
the Northern Command
wrote on

X.
mTurnto page9 :

Action will be taken against schools
demanding admission fee: DSEK

SRINAGAR, Jul 10
(Agencies): The Direc-
tor of School Education
Wednesday said that
appropriate action will
be taken on complaints
against schools demand-
ing admission fees.

Director School Educa-
tion Kashmir, Tasaduq
Hussain as per news
agency Kashmir Scroll

said the Fee Fixation and
Regulation Committee
(FFRC) in Jammu and
Kashmir has issued direc-
tives to private schools to
stop charging admission
fee during the enrollment
process.

This action follows
numerous complaints
from parents about

mTurn to page 9

Tractor driver
dies in Tangmarg
road accident

SRINAGAR, Jul 10
(Agencies): A tragic inci-
dent occurred in Nader-
gund village of Tangmarg,
North Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district, where a trac-
tor driver lost his life after
his vehicle overturned.

According to reports,
Manzoor Ahmed Mir, a
resident of Nadergund,

wTurnto page 9 '

Search Operation resumes in Doda

to track hiding terrorists

JAMMU, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): Search operation
was resumed on Wednes-
day in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Doda district where
firing exchanges have
taken place between the
security forces and the
terrorists.

Officials said that the
search operation that
was suspended due to
darkness and heavy rain

in the Goli-Gadi forests of
the Doda district on Tues-
day was resumed with the
first light on Wednesday.

Firing exchanges took
place for over two hours
between the terrorists
and the security forces
in that area on Tuesday
after which the terrorists
escaped into the thickly
forested Goli-Gadi area.

The officials said that
the search operation has
been resumed and the
security forces are now

uTurnto page 9 ;

J&K Police arrest key suspect for money
laundering & stealing official secrets

JAMMU, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): J&K Police have
arrested a key suspect
involved in a multi-crore
money laundering opera-
tion and stealing secret
official documents having
serious security implica-
tions.

Police sources said that
the suspect identified as
Tarun Bahl has been

arrested from his Channi
Himmat residence in
Jammu city and booked
under the Official Secrets
Act and Section 353/49 of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

“He is currently being
held on a four-day police
remand as investigations
continue. During interro-
gation, Bahl provided vital
information that led to the

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

Q@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

discovery of an extensive
money laundering net-
work,” said sources.
“His disclosures led
to evidence linking Bahl
to 125 bank accounts
through which he laun-
dered Rs 128 crore to
cleanse illicit funds and
reintroduce them into the
financial system. The

mTurnto page 9

Muslim women can
seek maintenance
from hushand
under Sec 125 CrPC:
Supreme Court

SRINAGAR, Jul 10
(Agencies): The Supreme
Court has ruled that
Muslim women are
allowed to seek main-
tenance from their hus-
bands under section 125
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), which
is applicable to all mar-
ried women irrespective
of religion.

Reported by Live Law,
the apex court ordered
that a Muslim woman is
entitled to seek mainte-
nance from spouse under
‘religion neutral’ Section
125 of CrPC.

A bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Augus-
tine George Masih, which
pronounced a separate
but concurrent verdict,
said section 125 of the
erstwhile CrPC which
deals with wife’s legal
right to maintenance,
covers Muslim women.

“We are hereby dis-
missing the criminal

mTurnto page 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, July 10, 2024

TENTH DAY, KRIYA AND UTHALA

‘With profound grief and somow, we inform the sad
cemiseof our beloved Mother Smit. SUDERSHAN
SHARMA Wio Labe SH RIKHI KESH SHARKMA
{Ex. Depuly Registrar Liniverity of Jammu ). Rilo ol
House no S3-4 Shastri Magar Jammu, Ward no 22
Behimnd J&K Bank Shasin Magar.

TEMNTH DAY will be parformead an 10-07-2024
{Wednesday) at 1030 AM al our residence.
HRIYA will be performed on 14-07-2024
{Thursday) at 12:30 Pl &l our residence.
UTHALA will e parformed on 12-D7-2024 on
Fricday from 500 PM - 600 PM at RAM
MANDHR SHASTRI MNAGAR near Gids High
Sacondary School Shastn Magar

GRIEF STRICKEN,

| Sen and Daughter in bw =

Rapsh Shamrma (Principal Bdueastiaon Depl.) ard Smi. dopobi Sasan |Educst on Degt |

Hai & arma {D.ACD Ramban Agriculiure Depl.) and St Meena Sharme (Education Dept )
Rakaa h &harma |Sanlor Pharmasist Health Deptjand Smi Mealam S hera

| Daughter and Sonin aw -

Emi. Fajni Sharma and Rapsh Sharma

Grand Sons - A kil Shammas, Pkhl Sharma, A ninodh Sharmas, Ssshiv Sharma.

Gramd Daughters Aas hma Sharma, Diwas e Shama, Rimb im S ame.

| Shob- S41F2ETTA0, S 19110310, 700631 5844

Smi. SUDERSHAN SHAR MA

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorow, we megret o
inform the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Ajan
MNath Ralna originally resident of S.K. Colony
Anantnag Afp H.No. 1234 Lane Mo, 2 Roop
Magar Enclave Jammu on 0&-07- 2024,

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at Muthi
Ghat near Directorate of School Education
Jammu on 15-07-2024 (Monday) at 8.30 am.
GRIEF STRICKEN |
Smit., Shanta Koul- Wife L
Smt, Viay Hangloo- Sister

2. Niohan ol xain (Matiaril- Brottier Sh. Arjan Nath Raina
Smt. Sheala 31 & Sh. Makhan Lal Dasi- Slster-in-Law & Brother-in-Law
Smt. Usha Kien & 5h. Sundri Lal Koul- Sister-in-Law & Brother-in-Law
Sh. Manaoj Krishan Raina- Son

Smt. Anjali Kakmo B Sh. Sunil Ji Kakroo- Daug hter B Son-in-Law

Smt. Gesta Raina & Sh. Deep Ji Raina- Daughter & Son-in-Law
Sushant Kakroo, Yashika Raina, Dhami Raina- Grand Children

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY

Witn profound grief and sorrow, we regrat
to inform the sad demise of ow belowed
fainer Sh. Omkar Math Turki S'o Late Sh
Sharkar Nath Turki oniginally resident of
Rainawari! 473, Karan MNagar, Srinagar
and presertly residing at 74, Hezuri Bagh,
Talab Tillo, Jammu on 2nd July, 2024,
Tenth Day Kriya shall be performed an
Thursday 11th July, 2024 (B.30 AM) at
Mulhi Ghat.

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Shara Turki - Wife

Sons & Daughters<dmndaw

Surindar & Saroj Turki

Daleep & Sangeaia Turki

Sanjay & Rajni Turki

Grand Daughter & Grand Son-in-law
Sakshi & Sauav Jamwal (Gaurika)
Sanchit, Saahil, Saksham, Saarthak & Saanvi - Grand Childrern
Cortact Nos: 8005167807, G00STET40T, 9469571203

SH. OMKAR NATH
TURKI

9555027347, 9797580200, 9797555400

BHOG & ANTIM ARDAS

With profourd grief & sorrow, we inform you hal
Sdn. Maresh Hour (Rozy) beloved wife of S4.
Parambir Singh Rio Maohalle Kehrinar, Poonch
met an unlimely demise N a car acocdent on|
3-07-2024. Her family isdeva sialed by the =ud-
den loss.

ANTIM ARDAS will be performed as per Uhe
g iwen sched e,

ARAMEH SHRI AKHAND PATH SAHIB-
1072024, 9 AM (AR cur residence, Mohalia
Kohrinar, Poonch )

BHOG SHREI AKHAND PATH SAHE -

12M 2024, 9 AM

KIRTAMN AND ANTIM ARDASE- 12072024,
10-12:30 pm

(At Peepal vala Gurdwara, kohalla Kharinar Poonch) followed by Gum ka Langar.
GRIEF STRICKEN-

Farambir Singh (Masier |- Husband

Gurtejvir Singh (Son} and Gurasis Kour [Dauwg hter)

Sd n. Gurbachan Kowr [ Wio LL 5. Harmam Sing b {Mother in law)

Sdn. Jagdish Kour (W Lt . 8. Balva nt Singh {Mother)

Confact: SE221361TT, 88935TARY2

Sdn. Naresh Kour [Rozy)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

T IS WITH PROFOUND GRIEF WE INFORM
HE PASSING AWAY OF OUR BELOWED
THER, SMT. LAKSHMI SHORI (SHANTA JI},
1O LATE SH. MarmHAM LAL, ORIGIMALLY
ROM MOTIVAR, RAINAWARI, SRINAGAR
HE PEACEFULLY LEFT FOR HEAVEMNLY
EQODE SURROUNMDED BY HER LOVIMG
AMILY. i
R 10TH DY KRIYA PUJA WILL BE PERFORMED
T 700 AM ON 11 JULY 2024 AT GHAT SAMAYPLUR, . L
Ll BRIDGE (MEW TEMPLE), BAWANA ROAD, SMT. LAKSHMI SHORI
ECTOR 18, ROHIMI, NEW DELHL FOLLOWING (SHANTA J1)

A PUJA, A PRAYER MEETING WILL BE HELD
J 1100 AMAT LPT - 331, PET COLONY, SARCUIINI
BGAR, NEW DELHI,

RIEF STRICKEN:

NS & DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW

H. BRILJ BEHARI & SMT. NEMI RAINA

H. PRADEEP RAINA & 5MT. GIRJA RAINA

R RAl] FAIMA & SMT. A FRUNA RATNA

DAUGHTER
ST, SUNITA KHARCO

& SAMAST PARIVAR
MOE: 851 749490, S 8540
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WITHHEARTFELT GRAT ITIDE

liv. B F Bhags | Hesband)

S0 & Daughter-in-1aws

Die Wrrwneder Bfagart & O Sperea Loachal

Mre Sarisder Bhaget & Dr. Sepna Bhagat

Hr: Ksmial Singh

Lrasd (hildres

Ehbeser Viren Bhage® & Hayah Bhagat

VMRS SDOWRSHAN BMAGAT
(BRAR 1954 - Fia6 2er)

AN Redoliver & Frivands
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Sh A.K Zutshi [Khver] [ Dady Ji} |

TENTH DAY

With pradound greel’ wnd  sorroe we raget
18 indormn the sad defries of cur beimesd
fathar K. Malsindesr Pal Singh (R,
Headmksier) S50 Late Sh Mandes Singh i
Rin Rajbagh (LIS} Taheil snd Dt Kathua
who it for haavenly abcdes on deted

L
Friday DS-07-2024 i
AFAMBM BHRD ANMHARND PATH on Cated
10-07-2024 [Wisdersaadery |
BHOG on deled 12-07-20248 (Friday) af
J

TOTH DAY KRIYA & ANTIM ARDAS wil be 5. Mehindar Pal Sinmgh
(hald on deled 12-07-2024 at aboed 1000 (REid. Headorastan
A e 1200 PR sl Surudwsna Sngh Seicha

Fra bagh

GRIEF STRICKEN

| 5dr. Srnmrat Koo Wite (Fetd Temchas

Dir. Hamprast Sngh - San

Dv Ravnaet Singh - Som

l!iuu:l.l-n. Sasan, lafer Farmilky

|l=n-rrhr_l Ho- BRLEI39064, BU1FITTIR

MASWAR/VAHARWAR

IN THE LOVING MEMORY OF MY
BELOVED FATHER

Lt. SH. SHUBAN KRISHEMN PANDIT
Ona Year have passed since you left us for your jour-
rery b0 hearvenly abodae, though you mrs nat with ue, yel
|yaur loving mamories are still fresh in cur nears
You lived a Moble, Honast and Greaceful Life and will
abvays ba remembered for Youwr Love, Care and]’
|Kingness for all. That's bacause you had & HEART OF
GOLO, You wers strong to the very and, Friyaically
you ane not with us, but we miss you and fesl your
Presancs in svery momesnt of our life. We pray to Gog
o grart starmal peacs o your Maoble Soul.

MASWAR and VAHARVAR of our beloved Karamyogi
\r:-nm Lt Sh. Shuban Mrishen Pandit Sio L1 5,
Radha Krishen Pandit Orginally Ria Badiyar Bala,
| Srinagar will ba performed on 11th & 12th Juby 2024 a
o Residenca H. Mo, 101, Sac- B, Tirsth Mager, Talab
THoo., Jammriu

DEEPLY REMEMBERED & MISSED BY:

Smit. Vijay Pandil (W)

Frasti Pandit & sshwani Rains (Daughisr & Son-in-daw)
Fahul Pandit & Ankita Sharma (Son & Dawghbar-in-kaw)
Masiar Ahasn Pandil {Grand Son)

GRIEF STRICKEMN |
PANDITA'S & BRADOO'S
FH NO: BEE8S39568, STIE0TI0GT, 381 AREEI0E, TONEAE 2048

TENTH DAY KRIYA | y

With profousd gried & samos, e roem the
(mped @rtd unbimedy demies o owr balkoens
Keaamyopl Sk, Jewebar Lal af Inder
JI'-"ul'.v.-lu-'ﬁ.m at presan] FHikdo I0E Vinayek

Lt SH. SHUBAN
KRISHEN PANDIT

EilGY B

Hagar Sec 1al naar Govl, RS Authi an O7F-
0F-2024 (Sunday) at & PR,

18th Day Firiys will be hekd on 18072034
(Tussday] &l Muthi Ghst near Direciommbs of
School Educaton Jermmu at 8:30 AR
AREF STECHEM

Smt Aahn A (Bhsbhi) 7008138836

Bmabhi & Brodher

B Raind J & Sh. Wof el Bhat
(BO0GEESES D)

SmL & §h Shiuban Lel Ji {Mephes) 415021832
Daugheer & Som -l

Sl Loremly d & SR Sanju Bt - BTETEY EIGS

8 AsFrevani Hurar - Meaphes - RA9778108

Smt Meenaksri b & Sh. Wicky Bhat - Daugiier-in-levw & Son
FTHGER ] L

rand Childran: Sheeyn, Sriah {_:l-u-.-lnlr

Sh, Jawahar Lal

[10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow we inform the Sad &
untimely demise of our beloved mother, Karmayogni
Smt. Parmeshwari Tickoo (Smt. Sheela Ji) Wife of
Late Sh. Prem Nath Tickoo, Originally resident of|
Shiekhpora, Anantnag, presently at H No 0557 Ward
No 21, Balaknagar, Dandysl, Near Chief Education
Office, Udhampur. The revered soul left for heavenly
abode on 07-07-2024, at Udhampur. The Tenth Day
Kriya will be held on 16-07-2024 Tuesday, at Devika
Ghat, Udhampur, at 08:00AM.

DEEPLY MISSED & REMEMBERED BY:-

{Sons & Daughters-in-law)

Sh. Vijay Tickoe & Smi. Neeshu Tickoo

Sh. Bansi Lal Tickoo & Smt. Bimla Tickoo

(Daughter & Son-in-law)

Smt. Usha Marhatta & Sh. P. N. Marhatta
(Sons-in-Law & Daughters)

Sh. Bushan Lal Raina Hio Late Smit. Bita Raina

Sh. M.k Koul & Smt. Lalita Koul

Sh. B.K.Raina & Smt. Veena Raina

Sh. ML Pandita & Smt. Nancy Pandita

(Grand Daughter & Grand Son-in-Law)

Smt. Neena Marhatta Koul & Sandeap Koul

(Grand Sons & Grand Daughters-in-Law)

Sh. Rakesh Marhatta & Nisha Marhatta

Sh. Kanwal Raina & Smt. Anjali Raina

Grand Children:Yeshasvi, Ananya, Akash, Anchal, Avishi, Atharva, Aryaman & Avyaansh
Contact No. 9419961424, 6006732765, TEB801185, 9545512591

Karmayogni
Smt. Parmeshwari Tickoo
(Smt. Sheela Ji)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform
the sad and untimely demise of our beloved
Koshik Kumar Dhar S/o Bittu Ji Dhar in a
tragic road accident on 2nd July 2024.
Tenth Day Kriya shall be held on 11th July
2024 at 10:30 am at our residence Lane No.
27, Block 173, Flat No. 19
Township Jagti, Nagrota.

Grief Stricken :

Sh Bittu Ji Dhar (Father)

Smt Neelu Dhar (Mother)

& all brothers, sisters, friends and well wishers
Ph No. 6005856975, 7051249759

Migrants|

Koshik Kumar Dhar

[ TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad and
untimely demise of our beloved son Mano] Kumar
Bhat S/o Brij Lal Bhat Hera Mohalla Anantnag (Kmr) at
|present H No. -J/2-220 Sec-2 Durga Magar Bantalab,
who left for heavenly abode on 03-07-2024

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at Muthi Ghat (Nr
Directorate of School Education) on 12th of July 2024
(Friday) at B:30 AM, il ‘
GRIEF STRICKEN : &% 27 i
Sh Brij Lal Bhat & Smt Bimla Ji (Father & Mother) Mano] Kumar Bhat
Daughter & Son In law

Smt Meenu & Sanjay Bhat

Son & Daughter-in-law

Smt Renu & Rakesh Bhat

Mob. 7006210048/7008626175

| TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we regret to
inform you that Smt. Krishna Dhar (Thathi) Wio
|Sh.Bansi Lal Raina originally resident of Kathsu,
|Pahalgam, Kashmir and A/P H.No.3, Lane No
1,Sector-5, Last Morh, Bagwati Nagar, Jammu
left for her heavenly abode on 4th July 2024
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at Muthi
|Ghat near Directorate of School Education| ¢
(Jammu on 13th July 2024 (Saturday) at *8.30 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN:

Sh.Bans| Lal Raina (Husband)-880837 2444

Smt. Ashoti & Ura] Raina (Daughter-in-law & Son)-8906048899
Smt. Archina & Ajay Razdan (Daughter & Son-in-law) 9797734509
Smt Priyanka & Veera] Raina (Daughter & Son-in-aw) 8622233365

/Ahaan, Agun, Aayushi, Adiva, Aariana, Arin (Grand Children)
(Samast Nagbal Kathsu Parivaar)

Smt Krishna Dhar (Thathi)

Tenth Day/Kriya

We are heartbroken by your departureyou
playad your role beautifully now its time to rest
in your mew heavenly abodae.
OM SHANTI

Smt. Sushma Gupta Wio Sh, Satpal Gupta
10th Day will ba hald on July 9, 2024, 11 AM.|
Geata Mandir behind Karan Hotel, Bakshi|
Magar Jammu, h
Kriya will be held on July 12, 2024, 12230 PM, [
House MNo. 26, Milco Lane, Talab Tillo Jammu.  Smi. Sushma Gupta
GRIEF STRICKEN
Ov. Rahil Gupta & Dr. Procheta Chakravani (SON & DAUG HTER IN LAW)
Or. Ankts Gupts & Dr. Abhishek Dhawes n{ DAUG HTER & SON IN LAW)
Dewvars & Devranis
Mr. FRadha Krishan Gupta & Mrs Sushme Gupta
MrBishan Dutt Gupta & Mra Sunita Gupls
MrSubash Chander Gupka & Mis.Shalinl Gupta
(BHAGWATI MEDICINE TRADERS JAMMLU)
MArGrid hari Lal Gupta & Mrs Brawana Supla
GRANDCHILDREMN:
Athare [ hawan
419157087 BEGD4ITES0 S419107878

R
OBITUARY/TENTH DAY KRIYA
With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved
father Sh. Ashok Kumar Bhat, orginally
resident of Siwar (Lolab), Kashmir
Presently at Lane-2 Extn, Saraswatl Vihar,
Bohri, Jammu who left for his heavenly

aboda on 04-07-2024,

May his soul rest in peace.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on Saturday
13-07-2024 at Muthi Ghal near Director School "
Education Jammu at 8 00 AN
GRIEF STRIC KEN

Smi. Karnta Bhat -Wife SH.ASHOK KUMAR BHAT
Smt Sunita & Amit Kumar Bhat- Son & Daughter-in-law

Smit. Prestu & Sandeep Koul -Daughter & Son<ndaw

St Sudesh & M.L. Pandit - Brother & Bhabi

Smt Veena Ji Pashion Wlo Lt. B.L. Pashion - Sister & Brother-in-law
Smt. Bimla Bhat & Sh. GL. Bhat ~do-

Smt Anju Dhar & Sh. Sunil Dhar -de-

Sanvi, Elina & Demira

Mob: 9149986988/ TO06362109

10TH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE
REGRET TO INFORM THE 54D DEMISE OF
OUR BELOVED SMT AMJALI MISRI WO
ROOP KRISHEN MISRI ORIGINALLY RESI-
DENT OF ZAINDAR MOHALLA, HABBA
KADAL, SRINAGAR AP 728 VINAYAK MAGAR,
SECTOR 3, MUTHI, JAMMU ON 7-7-2024.
10TH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED AT
[MUTHI GHAT NEAR DIRECTORATE OF
SCHOQOL EDUCATION JAMMU ON 18-7-2024 SMT ANJAL| MISRI
AT 8.30 AM,

GRIEF STRICKEN

MISRI PARIVAR, SAPROO PARIVAR, KOUL PARIVAR

PH. NO. 9419164938, 7006808340

BARKHI

ONE YEAR HAS PASSED SINCE YOU LEFT
Us FOR HEAVENLY ABODE BUT YOuUu
LOVING ANMD SWEET MEMORIES ARE
STILL CHERISHED BY US AND ARE STILL
AS FREEH AS EVER. YOU WILL STAY IM
OUR HEARTS AND THOUGHTS.
BARKHI OF OUR BELOVED LT SMT SATYA
DEWVI SHARMA WD LT SHRI K C SHARMA,
WILL BE PERFORMED ON 11TH OF JULY AT
1200 PM AT OUR RESIDENCE, 1689 SHASTRI
NAGAR NEAR RAM MANDIR.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
DAUGHTER & SON-IN-LAW
ROOPALI KHAJURIA & COL ANIRUDH KHAJURIA
AND FAMILY MEMBERS

LT SMT SATYA DEVI
SHARMA

10TH DAY KRIYA|

With profound grief and somow, we regrat
to inform the sad demise of our beloved
Father Sh. Dwarika Nath Thusoo origi-
nally resident of Karihama Kupwara
Kashmir Ajp 12013 Jagti Township
Nagrota Jammu on 06-07-2024 .

10TH DAY KRIYA will be pedormed at
Muthi Ghat Near Directorate of School
Education Jammu on 15th of July 2024
at 8.30 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sons & Daughiers in Law

Sh. Pran Math Thusoo & St Meenakshi Thusse
Sh. Bane i Thusoo & Smi Anda Thusco

Grand Children

Mr Mohti T husons

Miss Fejisvi Thusoo

Daughber & Son in Law

Smit Surje Bhat & Sh Rattan 12l Bhet
Brothers & Sisters in law

U Sh Dmikarrath Thisoo & Smil Pyad Ji

Sh. Rattan Lal Thusso & Smi Ralini Thusoo

SH. DWARIKA NATH
THUSOO

Sisters & Brother in Laws

smi Gaunj & Late Sh, Sham Lal Pandia
Smit Mancy Bhat & L1 Sh. Jawahar Lal Brat
St Dhua Ji Dhar & Sh Brij Math Dber
CONTACT MO : 9622304576, ME0II604
Email Id: prthusoo! 3640 gmalloam

With profound grief & sorrow, we [0S
regret to inform the sad demise "‘
our father Sh. Ramesh Kumar
Tickoo S'o Lt. Manohar Lal Tickoo 1
originally resident of Mattan at pres- ; ;
ent HMNo. 20 Lane No. 1 Vinayak
Vihar, Paloura Jammu.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be per-
formed at Muthi Ghat on 11th of July
2024 (Thursday) at 8:00 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sanjay Tickoo & Pooja Tickoo
Daughter & Son-in-law

Jyoti Pandit & Ravi ji Pandit

Binny Bhat & Vikas Bhat

Sh. Ramesh Kumar
Tickoo

M.Nos.: 9419987777, 8B09217489, 8469540493
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BMS opposes termination of employees CITU organizes protest
hy J&K Cooperative IIousmg Corporation

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: The
Bhartiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) vehemently criti-
cized the management
of the Jammu & Kash-
mir Cooperative Hous-
ing Corporation Ltd
(J&K CHC) for what they
described as dictatorial
practices and severe mis-
management.

Harbans Choudhary,
a senior leader of BMS
responsible for the Pri-
vate/Public sector, led
the conference and spe-
cifically targeted Bharat
Bushan, the Managing
Director (MD) of the cor-
poration.

Choudhary accused the
MD of illegally terminat-
ing the services of low-
paid employees who were
affiliated with the Jammu
Province Cooperative
Housing Corporation
Employees Union.

These terminations
allegedly occurred
because the employees

refused to participate
in what they perceived
as wrongful activities
orchestrated by the man-
agement. According to
the terminated employ-
ees, the corporation
had purportedly created
numerous housing soci-
eties on paper without
developing correspond-
ing infrastructure such as
demarcated plots, bound-
ary walls, road connectiv-

ity, and essential utilities
like water and electricity.

The terminated employ-
ees claimed that whenev-
er plot holders visited the
sites to inspect their prop-
erties, they found unde-
veloped land without any
promised facilities. This
dissatisfaction reportedly
led to confrontations with
field staff, prompting the
MD to retaliate by termi-
nating those who failed

to pacify the disgruntled
customers.

Moreover, Choudhary
alleged that despite
reaching retirement age
four years ago, the MD
continued in his role by
manipulating board mem-
bers. The BMS further
criticized the Registrar
Cooperative for allegedly
ignoring written appeals
and personal meetings
regarding worker griev-

ances.

In light of these allega-
tions, BMS called upon
the Lieutenant Governor
of Jammu & Kashmir and
the Union Home Minis-
ter, Amit Shah, to initi-
ate a CBl inquiry into the
irregularities at J&K CHC.

They highlighted ongo-
ing investigations by the
state Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) into alleged
financial improprieties
and bad loans.

The press conference
also addresses by other
BMS leaders including
Ashok Choudhary, San-
gathan Mantri, Subash
Chander, Ramesh Mal-
hotra, Chuni Lal Kuldeep
Raj, and Karnail Chhand.

BMS concluded by
demanding the reinstate-
ment of terminated work-
ers and warned of future
protests if their demands
were not met, holding the
Housing Corporation's
management and MD
accountable for any fur-
ther consequences.

Congress committed to addressing people's
local issues: Bhalla / Sawhney

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Work-
ing President JKPCC
Raman Bhalla accompa-
nied by former Minister
J&K Yogesh Sawhney,
ex-MLA Jammu East
visited Jammu East Con-
stituency on Wednesday
to discuss concerns and
issues of local residents.
On visiting the ward, the
leaders first inaugurat-
ed a Bhandara at Ram
Mandir Purani Mandi,
Ward No. 4 Jammu East.
Mahant Rameshwar
Maharaj Ji had organised
it for the devotees and pil-
grims of Shri Amarnath
Yatra and he honored the
Congress leaders during
the visit. After paying
their respects at the
temple, they toured the
ward and met with locals
who voiced their genu-
ine concerns to them
and sought their sup-
port. Bhalla assured the
people of Congress par-

ty s commitment towards
addressing these issues.

Speaking during the
visit, Former Minister
J&K and Working Presi-
dent PCC Raman Bhalla
highlighted the recent
fire incident at a local
shop, attributing it to
the faulty smart meters
installed by the authori-
ties. He strongly criti-
cized the administration
for their negligence, and
mentioned the complete
damage and loss suf-
fered by the shop owner.
He further stated that the
suffered shopkeeper had
received no compensa-
tion or support till now.
The fire is a direct result
of the poorly managed
smart meter installations,
he said, adding that it is
unacceptable that the
affected shop owner has
not received any com-
pensation for the huge
losses. He further criti-
cized the administration
for their lack of response

and called for immedi-
ate action to address
such safety hazards and
look into helping out the
affected local residents
without further delay.
The negligence and lack
of action on part of the
authorities is causing a
lot of issues and obstruct-
ing the lives of local resi-
dents, he said.

The Working President
of PCC also addressed
broader issues faced by
the residents of Ward No.
4, including poor infra-
structure and inadequate
maintenance of lanes.
People expressed their
issues to him and labeled
the Smart City program
as fraudulent, accusing
the ruling BJP of failing to
deliver on their promises.
He stated that the Smart
City program has been
nothing but a facade, with
no real improvements
on the ground. The BJP
has completely ignored
the basic needs of our

people, and people want
to hold BJP accountable,
Bhalla asserted. He said
that on hearing the con-
cerns of the local people,
it is clear that the ground
situation in Jammu city is
very dire. People are not
satisfied with the current
state of affairs, and the
reality of things points to
a complete neglect by
administration, and govt.
at the Centre, he said.
It is very disappointing
to hear of the people's
issues which are related
to basic amenities such
as water, cleanliness,
infrastructure, electricity
and drainage. Such basic
issues are being ignored
by the local BJP leaders,
administration, govt and
it is leading to very poor
quality of life for people
in Jammu city, Bhalla
stated.

Also speaking at the
meeting, Yogesh Sawh-
ney stated that the Con-
gress party was dedicat-
ed in its aim of addressing
the concerns of the local
populace. We are visiting
the ward to listen to the
people and ensure that
their voices are heard.
The current administra-
tion has failed to provide
even the most basic
amenities, and Con-
gress party will continue
to fight for the rights and
welfare of the residents,
Sawhney said. He further
added that the interaction
with local people helps
to realise the genuine
concerns of the public
at the grassroots level. It

Shiksha Niketan School hosts
Orientation Programme

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Shik-
sha Niketan Higher Sec-
ondary School Jeevan
Nagar, on Wednesday
hosted a highly produc-
tive Orientation Pro-
gramme, uniting partici-
pants from Pushp Vatika,
Shiksha Niketan Gandhi
Nagar, and various wings
of Shiksha Niketan-Jee-
van Nagar, encompass-
ing Primary, Middle, High,
and Higher Secondary
levels.

The Orientation Pro-
gramme was thoughtfully
organized into two distinct
segments, each catering
to fundamental aspects of
education and personal
development.

The first segment
focused on enhancing
phonetics and commu-
nication skills, crucial for

academic and profes-
sional success.

This session was
expertly led by Harish
Raina, Regional Manag-
er of Prachi Publication
Pvt. Ltd., who brought
his expertise in linguistics
pedagogy and speech
sound studies to engage
participants from differ-
ent educational back-
grounds.

The segment concluded
with an inspiring speech
by Risheek Mengi, Direc-
tor of Pushp Vatika, high-
lighting the significance of
effective communication
in educational settings.

Following a traditional
lamp lighting ceremony
and Saraswati Vandana,
which set a spiritual and
intellectual tone for the
event, badges of honor
were presented to the
principal and distin-

guished guests.

The second segment
of the Orientation Pro-
gramme commenced
with renewed energy,
focusing on team build-
ing and cohesion among
students and staff.

Led by Avinash Maha-
jan, Vice Principal of Army
Public School Nagrota
and also representing
Prachi Publications, this
segment employed inter-
active group activities to
emphasize the value of
teamwork. Participants
actively engaged in dis-
cussions and a Q&A
session moderated by
faculty members from the
Higher Secondary Wing,
including Inderpreet and
Sachin.

These discussions
delved into strategies for
fostering collaboration
and achieving collective

goals within educational
institutions.

The session facilitated
by Mahajan underscored
the essential role of effec-
tive leadership in nurtur-
ing a cohesive school
environment. It con-
cluded with participants
sharing innovative ideas
aimed at further enhanc-
ing teamwork and mutual
support among students
and staff.

Principal Rameshwar
Mengi delivered a clos-
ing speech, expressing
gratitude to the Higher
Secondary Wing Lectur-
ers for their meticulous
planning and seamless
execution of the Orien-
tation Programme. His
remarks highlighted the
school's commitment to
holistic education and
continuous improvement
in educational practices.

is surprising to hear BJP
leaders boast off about
Smart City program
implementation in Jammu
city when on ground the
picture is very bleak.
Smart meters and their
problematic installation
is causing a lot of trouble
to the common man,
however, people's voice
has fallen on deaf ears
of leaders of the current
regime. Congress party
also urges the adminis-
tration to take remedial
action in this regard and
also provide reasonable
compensation to the
shopkeeper whose shop
was damaged in a fire
caused by faulty smart
meters. Exorbitant elec-
tricity bills, poor drainage
management, broken
roads were other very
troubling issues that were
observed in the ward
during the interaction with
the locals, Sawhney said.
Party is motivated to help
address all these issues,
he added.

Along witb Raman
Bhalla, Yogesh Sawhney
senior leaders includ-
ing Abhimanyu Singh,
Varinder Manhas, Pawan
Dev Singh, Ram Mago-
tra, Chander Shekhar
Sharma, Rahul Tandon,
Raj Kumar Meenia, Ajay
Kumar Kai, Vimal Kumar,
Kuldeep Shukla, Surind-
er Kumar, Rishab Kohli,
Mehul Abrol and others
were present.

against anti-workers policies

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10:
Scores of workers from
various sectors, both
organized and unorga-
nized, gathered to voice
their grievances and pro-
test against what they
perceive as anti-worker
policies of the govern-
ment.

The demonstrations
included chants and slo-
gans demanding better
conditions for workers
and farmers, and criticiz-
ing recent electoral out-
comes.

Om Parkash, Working
President of a labor orga-
nization, highlighted the
dissatisfaction with the
government's policies,
particularly in areas such
as livelihoods, unemploy-
ment, price rise, and the
impact of privatization on
workers and farmers.

He expressed con-
cern over the erosion of
labor rights and living
conditions, emphasizing
the need for intensified
movements to challenge
the government's direc-
tion.

Jagdish Sharma, Gen-
eral Secretary of the state
committee of CITU, out-
lined specific demands

DIP/J-1007-P/24

including the scrapping of
labor codes and National
Monetization policies,
ensuring minimum wages
of at least Rs. 26,000 per
month, and halting priva-
tization efforts in various
sectors.

He called for equal
wages and benefits for
contract workers com-
pared to permanent
employees, and empha-
sized the need for social
security benefits and
pensions for all workers,
including those in infor-
mal sectors.

Kishore Kumar, Presi-
dent of J&K Kisan Tehrik,
expressed concern
over ongoing reforms
and restructuring initia-
tives announced by the
government, which he
argued would burden the
working class while bene-
fiting major corporations.

He criticized the priva-
tization drive through
National Monetization
Pipelines across infra-
structure sectors such as
telecom, mines, railways,
highways, and ports.

Various other speak-
ers from different unions
and organizations voiced
similar concerns and
demands. Muzafar Wani,
Vice President, and

Fseeriioat

Bikal Vaid, Treasurer of
the J&K state commit-
tee of CITU, along with
Other spoke on this
occasion Muzafar Wani
vice president, Jia Lal
Prihar Secretary, Bikal
Vaid treasurer of J&k
state committee of CITU,
Romesh Chand Gen-
eral secretary, Nirman
Mazder Union Jammu,
Jeet Raj, Liagat Ali Pres-
ident, Gobind Singh Sr.
Vice President of Border
Roads Casual Paid Work-
ers union, Sunita Bhagat
president, Anita Rajput
General secretary ASHA
Workers Union Jammu
and others, highlighted
specific issues affecting
their respective sectors.

The collective stance
of the demonstrators
reflected a unified call
for the protection of labor
rights, fair wages, job
security, and social secu-
rity benefits for all work-
ers across sectors.

They vowed to intensify
their protests and cam-
paigns against what they
perceive as detrimental
policies imposed by the
government, signaling
a continued struggle for
worker rights and social
justice in the face of ongo-
ing economic reforms.

UTGovt of Jammu and Kashmir
Office of the Executiy

EXTENSION-1I

gineer Electric Division-1, Parade, JPDCL-Jammu
E-Mail: xened |poweri@gnailoom

No: ED-1/2528-30
Dated: 08.07.2024

Due to nil response, Extension of Tender No. e-NIT ED-Ve-NIT/20 of 2024-25 and tender ID
tender 10D 2024 PDD 2496211 dated 08.06.2024 for * Rate Contract for Providing of DG
sets on rent basis for installation at Different locations within the Jurisdiction of Electric
Division-1, Parade Jammu during the financial year 2024-25" is hereby extended upto
15/07/2024 (2 PM). The tender shall be opened on 16/07/2024 (2 PM). All other terms and
conditions of the e-MNIT shall remain un-changed.

S~

Executive Engineer,

Electric Division-1, JFDCL

Parade Jammu

UMION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
EPARTMENT

Executive Enginesr PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu, on behalf of Lisutenant Governor of Union Territory of
Jarmmu & Kashmir, invites tenders by e-tendening mode from registered! reputed firms,

Hesd submersible pump-
se1 Al Tebe well MNarwal
Pairn<l  along with  allied
warks under Internal
Resources

of JMC pledged to Executive
Engineer, Jal Shakdi Mech.
Division South Jammufender fee
receipt through cnline payment
Through the JVG link
it p: it imiciammu. orglonling-
payment hirnl

Emecutive Engineer, Jal
Shakli PHE Mechanical
Division Sauth Jammu

Mame of the Work Name of the Cost of Tender Earnest Money Deposit Validity of
Diviglon DocumentiTender (EMD) Rates
Fee{ln Rs)
1 2 3 i 5
Prowiding, Inetallation, FHE Mech. Rs. 200.00 @ 2% of estbmated cost/ Bid shall be
testing amd comrnissioning Division South {MNon-Refundable) In the shape ol | lender value Inthe shape | wvalid for 1680
of 28000 GPH X 91 Mir Jammu w-challanisingla window challan af CORFDR pladged to days

h

MNo: PHEJIMS!1462-66
Dated:- 06-07-2024

I'u'l&:'h I:H'..llsmn

DIP/J-2682/24

1} Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http:{Jkternders. gow. ir from
08-07-2024 (12:00 PM) and uploaded from 10-07-2024 {10:00 AM) to 22-07-2024 (3:00 PM). Tne complate bidding
process will b online hffpod

2} Pre-Bid mesting shall be held in the Office of the undersigned on 09-07-2024 st 12-00 P.M

3} Bids rmust De accompanied by EMD and cost of Tender Document s specified in column 3 & 4 of The lable.

4} The bid shal remain open for acceptance for a pericd of 180 days from the date of opening of bids. If any biddan' tenderar
withvdraws hie bid! tender before the said penod or makes any modifications in the terme and conditions of the bid, the
tendanesr shall be debarred from participating in lendering process for a period of 1 year

3} The Technical Bids of the tender document received shall be opened online in the office of Executive Enginear Jal
Shalktl Department PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu on 23-07-2024 at 3:00 P.M or any other day convenient to
the: Ex. Engineer in the Office chambers of Executive Enginesr, PHE Mechanical Division South Jarmrmu.

B} Tha Financial Bids of the tender documant of the qualified bidders shall also be opened onling in the office of the
Execulive Engineer Jal Shakli Depariment PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu during office howrs and shal be
communicsied separabely

T} Cost of bidding docurnent in shape of e-challan'single window chalan of IMC pledged to Exscutive Enginser, Jal Shakt

5-n|.rll1 Jammufterﬂp-r fes

throwgh  onlime  payment  through  the JMC  link

g} The ::-rlglnsl instrurmernis in re-spe-::t of cost of document, EMD in the shape of CORFDR and other relevant document of
L bidder will be required 1o be submitted to the Executive Enginesr Jal Shaktl Mech, Division South Jammu within 05
days afler apening of financial bids on line. No separate infimation aboul opening of financial bids will be sent by this
office / by the tender opening suthority. In ca=e the orginal documents are not aubmitted by the L, bidder within 05 days
alter opening of Tinancial bid, the tender will be cancelled and the bidder will not Be allowed 1o parbicipate m amy fuher |
future tendering process in the division for a panod of one year.

9}  Other details can be seen inside the detailed tender docurment.

n\mrﬂ.

E-lﬂ:l m-l

lﬁ#{?ﬂ‘ﬁl;:ﬂ Dh-bﬂ Bamiith
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EDITORIAL

Rise of Electric
Vehicles (EVs)

nrecent years, the automotive indus-
try has witnessed a significant shift
towards electric vehicles (EVs),
driven by advancements in battery tech-
nology, environmental concerns, and regu-
latory incentives. This transition marks a
pivotal moment in the quest for sustain-
able transportation solutions worldwide.

Electric vehicles offer numerous advan-
tages over traditional internal combus-
tion engine vehicles, including lower emis-
sions of greenhouse gases and pollutants,
reduced dependence on fossil fuels, and
quieter operation. These benefits align
with global efforts to mitigate climate
change and improve air quality in urban
centers. As a result, governments and
automakers alike have committed sub-
stantial resources to accelerate the adop-
tion of EVs.

Major automakers have announced ambi-
tious plans to electrify their vehicle line-
ups, with pledges to phase out internal
combustion engines entirely in favor of
electric and hybrid alternatives. Tesla,
Nissan, General Motors, and Volkswagen
are among the leading manufacturers
investing heavily in EV technology, driving
innovation and affordability in the market.

However, despite the promising trajec-
tory of electric vehicles, several challenges
must be addressed to ensure widespread
adoption and sustainable growth. One of
the primary concerns is the availability
and accessibility of charging infrastruc-
ture. While significant progress has been
made, especially in urban areas and along
major highways, gaps in charging station
networks remain a barrier for EV adop-
tion, particularly in rural and less densely
populated regions.

Another critical challenge is the cost of
electric vehicles compared to traditional
gasoline-powered cars. Although prices
have declined steadily due to advance-
ments in battery technology and econo-
mies of scale, EVs generally remain more
expensive upfront than their fossil fuel
counterparts. Government subsidies and
incentives play a crucial role in bridging
this cost gap and stimulating consumer
demand for electric vehicles.

Moreover, the environmental impact of
manufacturing batteries for electric vehi-
cles, which rely on rare earth metals and
minerals, raises concerns about resource
depletion and sustainable mining prac-
tices. Efforts are underway to develop
recycling technologies for EV batteries and
explore alternative materials to reduce
environmental footprint throughout the
vehicle lifecycle.

Policy support and regulatory frame-
works also play a pivotal role in shaping
the future of electric vehicles. Countries
worldwide are implementing emission
standards, zero-emission vehicle man-
dates, and financial incentives to encour-
age automakersand consumers to embrace
electric mobility. Clear and consistent poli-
cies are essential to provide market cer-
tainty and drive long-term investments in
EV infrastructure and technology.

Looking ahead, the electrification of
transportation represents a transforma-
tive shift towards a cleaner, more sustain-
able future. Continued advancements in
battery technology, expansion of charging
infrastructure, and collaborative efforts
among stakeholders will be crucial in real-
izing the full potential of electric vehicles
to reduce emissions, improve air quality,
and enhance energy security globally.

By: Vijay GarG

he goal of examination
Treform should be to ensure
that people from disad-
vantaged sections are adequately
represented in the medical field
and they can contribute to making
healthcare accessible to their com-
munities

Since its inception about a decade
ago, the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) has been
a politically contentious issue
in Tamil Nadu. The recent turn
of events has made it a national
issue. NEET was originally con-
ceptualised to ensure merit-based
selection to medical schools and
standardise the medical entrance
process. It was seen as a solution to
the problem of high capitation fees
being charged by private medical
institutions. Has the examination
achieved its intended goal? Has
NEET curbed the commercialisa-
tion of medical education?

This year, more than 24 lakh
candidates sat for the NEET after
paying application fees ranging
between Rs 1,000 to Rs 1,700. The
application charges alone give a
revenue of about Rs 337 crore to
the testing agency. Moreover an
individual candidate spends a few
lakhs at coaching centres to pre-
pare for the test.

The initial eligibility for qualifica-
tion, 50 percentile, was diluted to
30 percentile in 2020 and further to
zero percentile in 2023. The reason
cited was that several seats are
vacant in private medical colleges.
However, after the 60,000 seats in
government medical colleges are
filled up, people’s paying capac-
ity plays a big role in filling up the
remaining 50,000 seats in private
colleges. This makes the MBBS
dream virtually unattainable for

By: Shahnaz Hussain

ensed about your dry or
chapped lips?
Cool breeze, the aroma of

soil, mesmerizing sight, and melodi-
ous sounds altogether take you to a
magical world when it drizzles.

As the droplets of the first monsoon
rain hit the earth, the moisture con-
tent in the atmosphere also rises.

While dancing in the rain is delight-
ful, monsoon’s moisture-rich air can
be harsh on delicate lip skin.

Lips are susceptible to drying and
chapping due to frequent rain expo-
sure and excess humidity.

The barrier function of our skin
gets affected during humid and hot
weather and it increases Transepider-
mal Water Loss (TEWL),

which leads to dry pale-looking
lips.

To help you navigate through the
rainy season with supple and soft
lips, here are some essential monsoon
lip care tips:

1---Exfoliation ----

Exfoliation is key to maintaining a
radiant complexion year-round, but
it’s crucial during monsoon to make
sure the lip balm can penetrate deeper
and nourish your lips. Get hold of a
herbal scrub for lips, clean your lips
and exfoliate . to remove dead skin
cells. Mix 1 tablespoon olive oil and 1
tablespoon brown sugar in a glass jar.
Now add % tablespoon of Vaseline
Petroleum Jelly. Mix well and your
lip scrub is ready. Keep it in a closed
container in the refrigerator. Take
a cotton pad and wet it with some
micellar water to remove any traces
of lipstick or lip gloss. Now

take a dime-sized amount of this
DIY lip scrub and gently rub it until
you feel some of the sugar dissolving.
Once done, wipe off the remaining
scrub on your lips with soft tissue
paper and then wash with lukewarm
water.

Mix well one tbsp brown sugar and
1 tbsp honey in a glass jar. Apply

students of the economically weak
strata, despite scoring high marks
in NEET. Nearly half of the MBBS
seats become a virtual preserve of
the wealthy, making a mockery of
the objective of rewarding merit.

NEET is one of the several alter-
ations in the country’s medical
education ecosystem in the past
decade. The other changes include
the dissolution of the Medical
Council of India, after the agency
faced corruption charges, a reduc-
tion in the faculty student ratio
from 1:1 to 1:3 and public private
partnership model (PPP) for devel-
oping medical colleges in each dis-
trict with the entire district hospi-
tal been handed over to a private
player. The medical sector has also
seen reforms, including the Ayush-
man Bharat insurance scheme that
allows people below the poverty
line to access tertiary care and
renaming the primary health cen-
tres as Ayushman Arogya Mandir
with private partnership. Medical
education, and healthcare in gen-
eral, which was a service sector in
the hands of the government, has
gradually changed to a commodity
with the increased participation of
private players.

This low entry requirement can
undermine the importance of
excelling in high school. This, in
turn, lowers the standard of school
education. The state government
and their education ministries do
not have any say in the selection
process of future doctors in their
states. Finally, incidents such as
paper leaks and allocation of grace
marks, without formal approval
of a competent committee, have
eroded trust in NEET and the
National Testing Agency (NTA).

Following recommendations
from the Anandakrishnan Com-
mittee, the state abolished entrance

Is Alternative of NEET UG possible

exams and conducted admissions
to medical and engineering col-
leges solely on the basis of higher
secondary marks. This method
is still followed in admissions to
engineering institutes in the state.
Even after the introduction of
NEET, the government ensured
social equality and inclusivity, to
an extent, by providing reservation
to government school students as
per the recommendations of P
Kalaiyarasan and AK Rajan com-
mittees.

Tamil Nadu’s experiences over
five decades demonstrate that fac-
tors such as infrastructure, faculty
numbers and the extent of patient
care services determine the qual-
ity of young doctors. These factors
play a far more decisive role com-
pared to entrance examinations.
The exam-based selection criteria
is merely a gate-pass. Moreover,
as American educationists William
Sedlacek and Sue H Kim note, “If
different people have different cul-
tural and racial experiences and
present their abilities differently,
it is unlikely that a single measure
could be developed that would
work equally well for all”. Testing
the faculties of students who come
from different backgrounds in a
country with myriad diversities is
not a justifiable method.

NEET needs to be reevaluated.
Public health is a state subject and
education is part of the concurrent
list. All states need to be taken into
confidence, before framing the
admissions processes, especially in
institutions controlled by the state
government. The debate on NEET
touches on broader issues such as
educational equity and federalism.
The debate on the examination is
not just an academic issue but a
deeply political one.

If NEET is riddled with problems,

LIP CARE DURING MONSOON

this on your lips and rub in circular
motions for few minute. and gently
wipe off with fresh water

After gently exfoliating your lips,
seal in the moisture with a lip balm,
which will lock in the moisture instan-
taneously.

Exfoliation not only removes dead
skin but also improves blood circula-
tion to your lips, making them appear
more plump and healthy

Exfoliate your scrub once a week
resulting in a smoother lipstick appli-
cation and more pleasant lips.

To exfoliate lips the right way, one
must exfoliate the lips in a circular
motion with their fingertips.

Apart from soothing your lips, they
also serve as a wonderful basis, or lip
primer, before applying your favou-
rite lipstick. It produces an equal base
and smoothes out tiny wrinkles on
the lips

Do not use any harsh bristles/
toothbrush to scrub your lips. Always
use your fingertips and massage the
lips in circular motions to get rid of
dead cells.

2---Lip Sleeping Mask-----

Attaining beauty while sleeping is
the best thing you can do to obtain
softer lips.

Alip mask is a gel mask thatis worn
on your lips for a set period. The
purpose of a lip mask is to hydrate
your lips, which also makes them
look fuller and plumper. They work
similarly to lip balm but are easier to
apply, more intensive, and last longer.

With its hydrating formula, the
sleeping mask locks in moisture pre-
vents dehydration and ensures that
your skin stays plump and supple
throughout the night.

After cleansing and toning your
face, apply a generous layer of the
mask and let it work its magic over-
night. Wake up to a fresh and glow-
ing complexion, ready to face the day
ahead. The Lip Sleeping Mask deliv-
ers overnight results and gradually
softens your lips with continuous use.

Some people have found that lip

masks work in conditions where reg-
ular lip balm simply cannot keep up.
Lip masks can also work out cheaper
than constantly applying balm.

Lip masks prevent drying out and
chapping of lips, during the mon-
soon. They also help make your lips
look plumper, especially right after
using the mask, and in a more natu-
ral way than lip liner. They can help
reduce signs of ageing that come from
the skin on your lips getting thinner.

Choose a mask made from breath-
able materials to prevent irritation
and ensure proper hygiene by regu-
larly cleaning it.

This is why it’s best done as the last
step before bed. It's also important
not to lick your lips or press them
together too much.

An overnight lip treatment with
humectant and emollient properties
provides the ultimate hydration to
your lips.

Be sure not to touch your lips after
applying the treatment. Drinking or
eating can take the overnight lip treat-
ment off.

3---Lip balms

Lip balm is a cream that is used to
keep the lips soft or to help sore lips
feel better. Lip balm hydrates and
protects lips with a nutrient-rich for-
mula that prevents dryness, bleeding,
cracking, and irritation

Lip balms can be scented, flavoured,
or natural depending on the ingredi-
ents. Lip balms have a wax-like con-
sistency which relieves chapped or
dry lips as well as restores moisture.
It helps shield your lips from dry air,
wind, and especially cold tempera-
tures..Add lip balm to your skincare
routine to moisturise your lips. Apply
it before bed for overnight moisturi-
sation. Put lip balm in your bag for
the daytime, and apply it after every
meal.

They are easy to carry and allow
you to instantly add moisture while
on the go. Also, avoid chemical-based
or tinted lip balm for better protec-
tion. Always choose

what are the alternatives? Instead
of a single cross-sectional assess-
ment, a summative assessment
over two to three years of perfor-
mance in school education along
with a general aptitude test might
improve the selection process.
This along with existing caste-
based reservation and quotas for
government school students will
make the entrance process more
inclusive. Keeping the number of
repeaters to a fixed percentage and
allocating 15 per cent seats for can-
didates from the rest of the country
would be a fair system in a state.
Allocation of a small percentage of
seats to allied health sciences can-
didates — nursing, for instance —
will create a lateral entry system,
similar to engineering and poly-
technic courses. Objective type
questions can be added in the
high school board examinations,
the scores of which can be used to
decide the best candidate in case of
a tie between candidates.

The primary objective of refin-
ing the medical entrance process is
to ensure that students with high
average marks gain admission not
only to government-run medical
colleges but also that the admission
criteria of private institutions are
safeguarded to admit only those
with significantly higher scores,
while simultaneously provid-
ing adequate support to students
from marginalised communities.
The goal should be to ensure that
people from disadvantaged sec-
tions are adequately represented
in the medical field and they can
contribute to making healthcare
accessible to their communities.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)

lip balms that are petroleum-free,
paraben-free, GMO-free and cruelty-
free. It must not contain any pesti-
cides, gluten or oxybenzone and are
perfect for vegetarians.

Honestly, many people just let
the product sink in, and reapply in
the daytime too. All this to say, use
it to your liking. It's even suitable
in a makeup regimen for an effort-
less glossy lip. Some lip masks are
designed to be worn overnight, while
others are worn for a shorter period,
say 30 minutes.

4---MOISTURIZING-----

Lips lack oil glands, which makes
them more prone to drying out and
chapping than the rest of your skin
, that’s why they need extra care. To
aid this issue, we should moisturize
the lips after exfoliating. Use Shea
butter, cocoa butter, and Vitamin
E-infused lip balms.

Apply a nourishing and moistur-
izing lip balm made with the good-
ness of ingredients like Shea butter,
Beeswax, and Coconut oil before you
step out of your home. Lip balms
with olive oil, and coconut oils are
also available in the market which is
also good. This will improve blood
circulation and give you natural pink
colours.

Your lips need to be hydrated from
the inside too. Add plenty of water,
juice and fruits to your diet. They help
you keep hydrated.

When you're hydrated, your skin
cells plump up and give the skin
protein to maintain strength and
elasticity. Hydration slows the pro-
tein breakdown process and protects
the skin’s natural moisture from UV
damage. To stay hydrated, try drink-
ing fruit, fresh lemon, ginger, tulsi,
and other herbal teas. Make sure not
to consume drinks like alcohol or caf-
feine that make you dehydrated.

(The author is an
international fame beauty
expert and is called the
herbal queen of India)
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Top News Report

KULGAM, July 10: The
residents of Nowbugh
kund village in South
Kashmir’s Kulgam district
on Wednesday staged a
protest against the Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department
Kulgam over the issue of
non-availability of drink-
ing water in the area.

Scores of the residents
including men, women
and children assembled
on Road and raised Slo-
gans against Jal Shakti
department Kulgam for
failing to provide drinking
over in their area.

Protestors block Kund
Quazigund road alleged
that matter has been

brought to the notice of
the concerned adminis-
tration but no improve-

so far which forced us to
hit streets.

ment has been witnessed

The Residents said that
we are demanding clean
drinking water for their

survival as the area is
facing acute shortage of
drinking water facilities
from last one month.

The protesters appealed
to higher authorities to
look into the matter and
to redress the problem at
the earliest so that people
can feel some sort of
relief.

Later station house
officer SHO Kund Nazir
Ahmad Indrabi along with
Assistant Engineer Nisar
ahmad reached the spot
and assured protesters
to bring their grievance
to higher authorities for
redressal of the griev-
ance. After his assurance
protesters dispersed off
peacefully.

JKBS felicitates a football,
cricket and Karate player

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: With
an object to encourage
the 15 year old football,
cricket and karate player,
Sahil Kumar, the Jammu
and Kashmir Batwal
Sabha felicitated him
in a brief function held
at Surya Vihar here on
Wednesday.

JKBS' Members said
Sahil besides a sports
star, is a brilliant student
of Spring Dales Higher
Secondary School also.
He belongs to Tugga clan
of Batwal community and
hails from Krishna Nagar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sahil said, playing
a sport is a great work-

out for the body as it
improves breathing while
working the muscles in
the body.

JKBS' General Secre-

tary R.L Kaith said he has
made us very proud. ‘May
the sun shine bright on
his games!” Kaith wished
for him.

Godrej Agrovet opens first Samadhan centre
in Tamil Nadu for oil palm farmers

Terrorist attacks in Jammu province proof
of government's fallure° Rahul Tandon

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: State
Youth Congress General
Secretary and spokes-
person Rahul Tandon
has condemned the ter-
rorist attack in Kathua
and demanded the
Indian government to
take strong action against
Pakistan.

Taking aim at the Lieu-
tenant Governor's admin-
istration, he said that ever
since the present Lieu-

PhD scholars from SKUAST, Razia

tenant Governor became
the head of Jammu and
Kashmir, terrorist attacks
are taking place every
day. At some places the
buses of devotees are
being targeted and at
some places the con-
voys of security forces
are being attacked.

The Lieutenant Gover-
nor should resign, taking
moral responsibility for
these attacks. Despite
being defeated every
time in a direct war with

the Indian Army, Paki-
stan is bent on nefarious
activities.

He is secretly targeting
security forces through
mercenary terrorists. He
said that it is not in Paki-
stan's capacity to have
a direct confrontation
with the soldiers of the
Indian Army, that is why
it attacks like cowards.

The Indian Army should
be given a free hand to
take down the terrorists
and their facilitators.

Parveen call on LG Mishra

Top News Report

LEH, July 10: A del-
egation comprising PhD
scholars from SKUAST
led by Dr Thinley called
on the Hon’ble Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ladakh,
Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra
(Retd), at the Lieutenant
Governor’s Secretariat.

Commissioner Secre-
tary, Higher Education,
Padma Angmo, IIS; Com-
missioner Secretary to
LG, L Franklin, IAS; Vice
Chancellor, University of
Ladakh, Prof SK Mehta
and In-charge Registrar,
University of Ladakh,
Nawang Tundup were
present in the meeting.

Dr Thinley apprised the
LG about the delay in the
transfer of 6 units of Sher-
e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences
and Technology, Kash-
mir (SKUAST-K) and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs) to the University
of Ladakh.

He informed the LG that
the Recruitment Rules
has not been framed due
to the delay in transfer

Raqeeq Khan calls for immediate action

process and requested
the LG’s intervention to
expedite the transfer pro-
cess.

Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of Ladakh, Prof
SK Mehta informed the
LG that the Indian Council
for Agricultural Research
(ICAR) has agreed to
transfer the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs) to the
University of Ladakh,
subject to allocating the
land of KVKs to University
of Ladakh.

He also informed that
the matter of land trans-
fer had been taken up
with SKUAST-K and the
Deputy Commissioners of
Leh and Kargil.

The LG spoke to the
Chief Secretary, Jammu
& Kashmir, Atal Dulloo
and requested to hold a
meeting with SKUAST
and University of Ladakh
to resolve the transfer of
assets and land at the
earliest. The LG instruct-
ed Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Ladakh
to discuss the matter with
SKUAST.

Razia Parveen, In-

charge Lecturer called
on the LG at the LG
Secretariat. Commis-
sioner/Secretary to HLG,
L Franklin, and Direc-
tor School Education,
Ladakh, Tsering Paldan,
were present in the meet-
ing.

Parveen apprised the
LG that she is working
as In-Charge Lecturer
at Govt Boys Senior
Secondary School, Leh
and now has been trans-
ferred to Kargil district.
She informed the HLG
about the medical condi-
tion of her mother-in-law
and requested the LG to
retain her in Leh so that
she can take care of her
mother-in-law.

The LG stated that
Razia Parveen has been
in Leh for 24 years of her
service and the transfer
of lecturers is done as per
the transfer policy of the
School Education Depart-
ment and urged Parveen
to join her duty at the new
posting in Kargil for the
smooth functioning of the
school and the benefit of
students.

on Post-Mortem Room upgrade

building equipped with modern technolo-
gy. Unfortunately, their appeals have gone

Top News Report

MENDHAR, July 10: The community
of Mendhar Sub Division urgently calls
on the district administration to prioritize
the modernization of the mortuary/post
mortem room at Mendhar Sub Division
Hospital. Despite repeated requests from
BMO Mendhar and CMO Poonch, the cur-
rent facility, which is constructed with out-
dated stone works, remains in dire need of
improvement to meet modern standards.

The existing structure fails to provide
the necessary facilities and technology
required for efficient and respectful post
mortem procedures. The health profes-
sionals have persistently raised concerns,
highlighting the urgent need for a new

unheard by the district administration.

"We are grateful for the continu-
ous efforts of BMO Mendhar and CMO
Poonch, who have repeatedly advocated
for the upgrading of this essential facility.
However, the lack of response from the
higher authorities is deeply concerning,"
Raqgeeq said.

Rageeq urged the district administration
to take immediate action and submit a
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the con-
struction of a new, state-of-the-art mortu-
ary. This initiative should be treated as a
top priority to ensure that the hospital can
provide the highest standard of care and
dignity for the deceased.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10:
Godrej Agrovet’s (GAVL)
Oil Palm Plantation busi-
ness (OPP) on Wednes-
day announced the inau-
guration of its first Sama-
dhan Centre in Thanja-
vur, Tamil Nadu.

A one stop solution
center which provides a
comprehensive package
of knowledge, inputs,
tools, services and solu-
tions to oil palm farmers
will be critical in enabling
farmers to enhance their
yields and improve their
productivity. Empowering
farmers with cutting-edge
technology and global
best practices, Sama-
dhan will aid farmers to
make informed decisions
about venturing into oil
palm cultivation thereby
enabling them sustained
growth in their income.

Present on the occasion
were Dr. T. R.B Rajaa,
Minister of Industries,
Investment Promotion &
Commerce Department,
Government of Tamil
Nadu, Sougata Niyogi,
CEO, Oil Palm Busi-
ness, Godrej Agrovet
Limited and Rakesh
Swami, Group President
Corporate Affairs, Godrej
Industries Group.

Minister of Industries,
Investment Promotion
& Commerce Depart-
ment, Government of
Tamil Nadu said, "As a
people’s representative
and a proud son of the
Delta region, it gives me
immense satisfaction
and happiness to be part
of the launch of Godrej
Agrovet’s one-stop solu-

tion center for our state’s
oil palm farmers today
in Thanjavur. This facil-
ity exemplifies our gov-
ernment’s commitment,
under the visionary lead-
ership of Honourable
Chief Minister Thiru.
MK Stalin, to bringing
food processing units
to the agriculturally rich
Delta districts of Tamil
Nadu. We are excited
to announce that many
more such units will be
established soon.

| am confident that
partnering with Godrej
Agrovet will empower
our farmers by leveraging
their expertise to improve
their income and agri-
cultural practices. The
launch of the Samad-
han center is also in line
with Godrej's strategy to
expand its presence in
Tamil Nadu, demonstrat-
ing their strong belief in
our state’s potential.

In addition to this,
Godrej is setting up a
state-of-the-art manu-
facturing facility for its

FMCG business in Tamil
Nadu. Their decision to
open yet another facility
reinforces their trust in
the robust business eco-
system and progressive
governance of our state.
This collaboration marks
a significant step towards
enhancing the prosperity
of our farmers and driving
the overall development
of the Delta region."
Following the intro-
duction of the National
Mission on Edible Oil
- Oil Palm (NMEO-OP)
in August 2021, Godrej
Agrovet Limited, a diver-
sified agri-business
company and a pioneer
in the Oil Palm sector in
India, aims to expand oil
palm plantations by an
additional 60,000 hect-
ares till 2027. To support
the long-term sustain-
able development of
the sector in India, the
company launched a
one stop solution center,
Samadhan, last year.
Each Samadhan center
intends to support the

planting of ~2,000 hect-
ares of oil palm and is
equipped to support
farmers in maximizing
and sustaining vyields
from mature plantations
by leveraging state-of-
the-art agricultural prac-
tices and providing spe-
cialized guidance from
industry experts. The
company’s partnership
with the State Bank of
India would also support
Oil Palm Plantation farm-
ers during the gestation
period.

Balram Singh Yadav,
Managing Director,
Godrej Agrovet Limited
said, “It is encouraging
to see the eco-system
created by the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu for
oil palm farmers in the
state. Their support and
trust in our capability
definitely provide us an
opportunity to together
contribute to reduce the
nation’s dependency on
oil palm imports in the
coming years.”

“With an expertise of

more than three decades,
we are the only company
to have a state-of-the-
art Crude Palm Oil mill in
the state. We have been
working with and educat-
ing farmers on sustain-
able palm oil cultivation
practises and are excit-
ed to launch Samadhan
center in Tamil Nadu,
a region with immense
potential for oil palm
cultivation. Through this
center, our endeavour is
to enable them to easily
access everything — from
developmental finance,
government subsidies/
schemes, and various
other benefits,” he further
added.

Rakesh Swami, Group
President Corporate
Affairs, Godrej Indus-
tries Group, said, “It is
encouraging to witness
the conducive environ-
ment being created by
the Government of Tamil
Nadu. With the Godrej
Industries Group's 127-
year legacy of leaving a
positive impact on people
& planet and a common
objective of leveraging
new-age technology to
promote both sustainable
oil palm plantations and
contribute to the pros-
perity of farmers, it is our
honor to collaborate with
the government. We look
forward to expanding our
footprint in the state with
their impeccable sup-
port.”

With 10 Samadhan
Centers already opera-
tional in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, the com-
pany intends to establish
50 Samadhan centers by
2027.

NC pays tributes to Rohit Kerni on his
death annlversary

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Senior
leaders of Jammu and
Kashmir National Confer-
ence (JKNC) on Wednes-
day paid heartfelt trib-
utes to late Rohit Kerni
former District President
Jammu Urban YNC, a
youth JKNC leader on
his 4th death anniversary
in a programme held at
Sher-e-Kashmir Bhawan
Jammu.

On the occasion, Ajay
Sadhotra, General Sec-
retary of JKNC and former
Minister along with other
party workers paid trib-
utes to Rohit Kerni.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ajay Sadhotra, deliv-
ered a touching address,
reminiscing about Kerni’s
unwavering commitment
to the party and his dedi-
cation to the welfare of
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. He praised
Kerni for his exemplary
leadership qualities and
noted his pivotal role
in energizing the youth
wing of the party, inspir-
ing many young minds to
actively engage in public

service.

"Rohit Kerni was not
just a leader but a beacon
of hope for the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir. His
passion for social justice
and his tireless efforts
to empower the younger
generation have left an
indelible mark on our
party and the community,"
he remarked.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Pardeep Bali Pro-
vincial Secretary Jammu,
Vijay Lochan Chairman
SC Cell and Rakesh
Singh Raka Vice Presi-
dent Central Zone"Rohit
Kerni's departure has left
a void that is deeply felt
by all of us. His commit-
ment to the principles of
democracy and his inclu-
sive approach to leader-
ship set a benchmark for

future leaders to emu-
late," they said.

Tejinder Pal Singh, Dis-
trict President of JKNC
Jammu, who organized

today’s programme,
emphasized Kerni’s pro-
found influence on grass-
roots politics and his abil-
ity to bridge generational
gaps within the party.
The programme also
saw attendees sharing

personal anecdotes and
memories of Kerni, under-
scoring his affable nature
and his dedication to serv-
ing the people selflessly.
Participants observed a
minute of silence in his
honor, reflecting on his
life's work and pledging
to carry forward his vision
for a prosperous and
harmonious Jammu and
Kashmir.

Among those who were
present include Harsh
Vardhan Singh President
NCSU, Nitish Gowsami,
Muzamil Malik Provin-
cial Secretaries Jammu
YNC, Gurnam Singh
Block President Jammu
West, Sahil Kerni District
Secretary Jammu YNC,
Yasir Ahsan Vice Presi-
dent YNC, Sahil Chib,
Sandeep Mehra, Aman
Manhas, Vishal Parihar,
Dheeraj Sasan, Gourav
Bhagat Ward President
33, Tejpal Singh ward
President 58, Nikil Bharti,
Amit Sharma, Boby
Kumar, Manjeet Singh,
Akbir Singh, Abisheak,
Deepak Kumar, Sourab
Manhas, Rahul Singh,
Sonu Kumar and others.
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Bhupinder Singh uses the traditional pottery
wheel to create contemporary scuiptures, a
genre which he calls 'altered pottery scuipture’
1

Chemistry can be capricious!
It lets you down when you pin
your hopes on it, and lifts you
up when you least expect.
Here’s an example. In the early
18th century, German alche-
mist Johann Friedrich Béttger
claimed that he had cracked
the formula of producing gold
from sand. When Augustus
the Strong, King of Poland and
Elector of Saxony, heard about
it, he kept him in custody and
asked him to produce gold. Bott-
ger’s experiments failed, but he
invented something which was
even better than gold — Meis-
sen China, the European por-
celain.

This is the bit of history asso-
ciated with The Manufacturer,
which is reminiscent of the Roy-
al-Polish and Electoral-Saxon
Porcelain Manufactory estab-
lished by the king in 1709. Three
centuries later, a continent away,
the same treacherous chemistry
plays outin an obscure studio in
Mohali, where we find Bhupin-
der Singh painstakingly mixing
red lead with silica, feldspar,
tin oxide and copper oxide to
produce the shade of green that
he needs to colour his freshly
baked pottery sculpture.

The story of the altered pot-
tery sculptor may not be as
dramatic as Bottger’s, but inter-
esting nevertheless. Impris-
oned in parental expectations,
Bhupinder tried to learn the
periodic table and tinkered with
acid-filled test tubes so that he

The cast of Punjabi film Ucha Dar Babe Nanak
Da talks about the d1V1ne

Celebs exude elegance and spread
colour at Anant and Radhika’s

%
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could enter the medical field.
But chemistry failed him and
after getting a compartment in
that subject, he switched over
to fine arts. During his student
days at Chandigarh College of
Art, the nudge to take up pottery
came from his teacher. It was
just his reaction to challenges
that pottery-making involved.
He not only rose to the occa-
sion, but went a step further. He
combined his love for sculpting
and passion for moulding clay
to come up with pottery sculp-
tures with contemporary lines.
“l hated learning those chemi-
cal formulae, but love mixing
chemicals to get the right
shade,” he tells us, satisfied
with the result and moving on
to the pottery wheel to mould
his dream. So committed he is
to his art that when he received
the Sohan Quadri Fellowship,
he invested the entire sum to
set up his studio. And that he

M

couldn’t become a doctor does
not bother him that much. “l am
now teaching my art to doctors,
engineers,” he laughs, as he
refers to his recent workshop
conducted by the Chandigarh
Lalit Kala Akademi.

Tricity, according to him, is
waking up to ceramic art, but
sadly not the market. “People
come whenever | exhibit, they
even join my workshops but
there are very few buyers. The
taste for pottery is largely con-
fined to the traditional pots.”

Going by Bhupinder’s cre-
ations, which are carelessly
thrown around his studio, his
signature style is anything but
traditional. Though the base of
his sculptures are made on the
wheel, using the traditional coil,
stab and pinch methods, it’s
the top halves where he lets his
creativity run free. “As you can
see, most of my creations are
modelled after female figures.

During my art college days, |
was influenced by Gandhara
miniatures, which | saw in the
Museum and Art Gallery in
Sector 10. That influence is
reflected in my pieces,” he says.

Another signature element is
figures of trees, which he thinks
comes from his habit of cycling
around the city that allows him
to absorb and internalise the
greenscape. A die-hard fan of
sculptor Henry Moore and digi-
tal disciple of Taiwanese artist
Hsin-Chuen Lin, he does not
mind picking up inspirations
from different genres as long as
he is able to retain his own style.

What about the traditional
kumhars? “Well, | often visit the
Maloya Kumhar Colony. | inter-
act with them. For them | am
the odd sardar who works with
clay. And in all probability they
are right. Except for the famous
Gurchaan Singh, founder of the
Delhi Blue Pottery Trust, | have
not come across any turban-
wearing potter so far.”

The turban, however, is the
only link he finds with the great
artist. He says, “l do take inspi-
ration from him, though essen-
tially we belong to two separate
categories — his was pottery
and mine is altered pottery
sculpture. | have a long way to
go to do what he has for done
for this art.”

Having cracked the chemical
code, Bhupinder will stop at
nothing.

haldi ceremony

Anant Ambani, the
youngest son of Reli-
ance Industries Chair-
man Mukesh Ambani,
and Radhika Merchant,
daughter of industrialist
Viren Merchant, are all
set to get married on
July 12.

After their extrava-
gant sangeet ceremony,
which also included pop
icon Justin Bieber’s per-
formance, the couple
celebrated their haldi
ceremony on Monday.
It was a star-studded
affair with the who's who
of Bollywood graced the
function. Founder and
Chairperson of Reli-
ance Foundation Nita
Ambani, opted for a
stunning suit look for the
ceremony. Nita Ambani
looked gorgeous in a
golden suit designed by
Manish Malhotra. The
celebrity designer took
to his official Instagram
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handle to share her pic-
ture.

The Ambani family
hosted a vibrant haldi
ceremony at their iconic
residence, Antilia, in
Mumbai. The lavish
affair was attended by
close family members
and Bollywood per-
sonalities. Among the
guests were Anant’s
uncle and well-known
businessman Anil
Ambani, accompanied

by his wife, the former
actress Tina Ambani.
Salman Khan, dressed
in a radiant yellow kurta
and black pyjamas,
also arrived in style to
extend his blessings
to the soon-to-be-wed
couple. His presence
added to the star-stud-
ded list of attendees,
which included Ranveer
Singh, Ananya Panday,
and Sara Ali Khan,
among others.

Everyone must have
heard the devotional
song Ucha Dar Babe
Nanak Da, as many
Punjabi singers have
lent their voice to it from
time to time. There has
also been a film by the
same name, starring
Gurdas Maan, Kulb-
hushan Kharbanda
and Preeti Sapru. Now,
a fresh story with the
same title has been
presented by director
Tarnvir Singh Jagpal.

Releasing on July 12,
Ucha Dar Babe Nanak
Da stars Yograj Singh,
Isha Rikhi, Naginder
Gakhal and Harby
Sangha. During a press
conference in Mohali on
Tuesday, the film’s mes-
sage was conveyed —
‘God is the only one who
gives solace, even after
sufferings’.

Veteran actor Yograj
Singh, who plays a
pivotal role in the film,

expressed his excite-
ment, “Ucha Dar Babe

Vivek Oberoi says lack of movie offers made
him shift focus to business

Vivek Oberoi has
never shied away from
speaking about his per-
sonal and professional
challenges. The actor,
who has gone through
several ups and downs
in his movie career, is
now also a successful
entrepreneur apart from
being a known actor.
Vivek, in an interview
with agency, said that
he shifted his focus on
business after he had
no movie offers in spite
of proving himself as an
actor.

Vivek Oberoi recalls
starting business to run
his home

Vivek, while recalling
his difficult phase, said,
“When | started strug-
gling in Bollywood when
| started facing difficul-
ties even after being a
successful actor... | was

facing challenges even
after proving my skills,
there was a different
kind of pressure when
| wasn’t getting offered
any films. That was my
source of income — |
was running my house,
charitable foundation
with the money | earned
through my business
and acting in movies,
doing events and
making appearances, |
paid my staff with it too.”

He further said, ‘I
was running a school
in Vrindavan, help-
ing cancer patients, so
when my income from
movies started drying
up, stopped getting
roles, | knew | wouldn’t
be able to continue all
these things. Philan-
thropy is a part of my
life, and | needed to be
financially secured, |

never asked for money
from anyone, | didn’t ask
my father, so | wouldn’t

ask anyone else either.
That's when | started
active business. Got

into real estate, founded
some companies, some
technology companies
grew very big. Today, |
have invested in around
29 companies.”

Vivek Oberoi’s acting
career

Vivek made his acting
debut with Ram Gopal
Varma’s Company. The
Gangster action-thriller
featured Ajay Devgn,
Manisha Koirala,
Mohanlal, Antara Mali
and others in crucial
roles. He then starred
in films like Road, Saa-
thiya, Dum, Masti, Yuva,
Shootout at Lokhand-
wala, Rakhta Charitra
1, Rakht Charitra 2 and
Krrish 3.

Vivek Oberoi was last
seen in Rohit Shetty’s
web show - Indian
Police Force.

H

How Kalki Koechlin lost her
luggage en route to France
for shoot of ‘Her Song’

Actress Kalki Koech-
lin, who has started
shooting for her next

Nanak Da is not just
a film; it is a spiritual

project, ‘Her Song’, lost
her luggage while en
route to the shoot loca-

voyage. The story reso-
nates with the teachings
and essence of Guru
Nanak Dev ji, and it was
an honour to be a part
of such a profound proj-
ect. | believe this film will
touch hearts and inspire

many.”

Harby Sangha
informed how he
enjoyed the film’s

schedule that was shot
around the director’s
own village, Jagpalpur.
He shared, “I have also
sung the title song. It's
a unique film and a very
different subject. We
have used simple lan-
guage and shown day-
to-day happening in the
lives of villagers.”
About the recent
changes in Yograj's
get-up, as he is often
seen wearing blue and
yellow-coloured turban
with parn hanging till his
shoulders, he shared,
“I believe that humans

tion in France.

A source close to the
actress told IANS that
for the first three days
of filming, Kalki had to
rely on the kindness of
her co-actor, Elea Clair,
as she borrowed her
clothes to get by.

The situation was
made even more difficult
by the weather.

During those initial
days, the temperature
was a chilly 10 degrees
Celsius, and Kalki didn’t
have any of her warm
clothes. When her lug-
gage finally arrived, the
weather underwent a
complete shift, soaring
to a sunny 30 degrees
Celsius, rendering her
warm clothes entirely
useless.

This is not the first time
the actress has found
herself in such a predic-
ament -- losing luggage
seems to be a recurrent
issue during her travels.

Despite these laugh-
able setbacks, Kalki
kept her spirits high and
her sense of humour
intact.

In ‘Her Song’, Kalki
will be seen playing
Olivia, a witty American-
French writer. With her
trademark charm and
wit, Kalki is set to bring
Olivia to life in a way that
only she can.

make a lot of mistakes
and now that | have
reached my seventies,
| have realised how |
have always been away
from God. So, | choose
this bhesh of Baba Deep
Singh to connect with
him. | choose yellow and
blue because for me it
means beauty, peace
and love.”

Harby, reflecting on
his long acting jour-
ney, recalled how he
had entered the indus-
try because he always
wanted to be close to
Gurpreet Ghuggi —
his inspiration. “As |
got to spend time and
learn from him, | didn’t
even realise how far |
had come. | appreciate
everything that | got and
take each project as the
first one.” Sangha will
soon be making his
presence felt on a digi-
tal platform in a romantic
comedy.

Vicky Kaushal drops song ‘Tauba
Tauba’, exclaims ‘Punjabi gaana aur
main dance na karu’

Actor Vicky Kaushal
never misses a chance
to groove to Punjabi
music. This is exactly
what he did in the song
‘Tauba Tauba’ from his
upcoming film ‘Bad
Newz'.

Vicky shared the music
video of the song ‘Tauba
Tauba’, where he is
seen executing some

intricate dance moves
with ease.

‘Punjabi gaana aur
main dance na karu?!
Let's go! #TaubaTauba
song out now,’” he cap-
tioned the clip.

This isn’t the first time
Vicky has danced to a
Punjabi number.

Last year, Vicky went
viral dancing in an all-

black outfit to Riar Saab
and Abhijay Sharma’s
song ‘Obsessed’.

His dance moves even
helped the song reach
the second position on
the top 50 hits from India
on the music streaming
platform Spotify.

‘Tauba Tauba’ from
‘Bad Newz’ is by Karan
Aujla, who is known for
hits such as ‘Players’,
‘Gangsta’, ‘Mexico’ and
‘God Damn’.

Directed by Anand
Tiwari, ‘Bad NewZ' is a
comedy-drama that also
stars Ammy Virk, Neha
Dhupia and Triptii Dimri.

The film tells the story
of two Punjabi boys and
a Christian Hindu girl.
One of the boys has a
one-night stand with the
girl, who ends up getting
pregnant.
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18 killed as bus hits milk tanker in Uttar Pradesh’sUnnao ~ Five killed, six injured as

The accident takes place around 5 am near Jojikot village in Behta Mujhawar police station area

UNNAO, Jul 10 (Agencies):
Eighteen people were killed
and 19 injured when a double-
decker sleeper bus headed for
Delhi hit a milk tanker on the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway
here on Wednesday, officials
said.

The accident occurred
around 5 am near Jojikot vil-
lage in Behta Mujhawar police
station area.

District Magistrate Gaurang
Rathi said it appears that the
bus, which was coming from
Motihari in Bihar, was speed-
ing and hit the milk tanker from
behind.

A probe had been launched,
he said.

Rathi said 20 passengers who
sustained minor injuries were
sent to Delhi in another bus.

Additional Director General of
Police, Lucknow, SB Shiradkar,
told agency that 14 men, three
women and a child were killed.

Bangarmau Circle Officer (CO)
Arvind Kumar said due to the
collision, both the bus and milk
tanker overturned. Drivers of the
two vehicles were among the
dead.

He said the injured were
rushed to a hospital and their
condition was stated to be
stable.

Police have identified 14 of the
deceased so far.

Glass shards and people’s
belongings lay scattered on the
highway next to the overturned
bus and milk tanker. Cranes
were used to put the two vehi-
cles back on their wheels and

they were later towed away.

The impact of the collision left
the front portion of the bus badly
mangled with one side ripped
open.

“We were sleeping. | don’t
know what happened,” Mohd
Shamim, a passenger who
sustained head injuries in the
accident, told reporters at the
hospital.

Another passenger, Dilshad,
said he was travelling with eight
family members and was clue-
less about the fate of six of
them.

“My brother and | are in the
district hospital, we don’t know
where the other family members
are. We were sleeping at the
time of the accident and woke up
to find ourselves trapped inside
the bus. Those who reached the
spot were busy recording videos
instead of helping us,” he said.

Dilshad said the bus driver

was speeding all night.

Another injured, Chandni,
said there were around 60 pas-
sengers in the bus and officials
reached the accident spot an
hour after the accident.

She thanked the local adminis-
tration for facilitating a video call
with her husband.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said officials
had been instructed to ensure
the best treatment for the
injured.

“The loss of lives in a road
accident in Unnao district is
extremely sad and heartbreak-
ing. My condolences are with
the bereaved families,” he said
in a post on X.

“District administration officials
have been instructed to reach
the spot and expedite the relief
work. | pray to Lord Shri Ram
to grant a place to the depart-
ed souls at his feet and for the

speedy recovery of the injured,”
the chief minister said.

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled the loss of lives
in the accident.

In a post on X, Murmu said,
“The news of the death of many
people in a road accident on
the Lucknow-Agra Express-
way in Unnao, Uttar Pradesh
is extremely sad. | express my
deepest condolences to the
family members of those who
have become victims of such
sudden death and wish for
the speedy recovery of those
injured.”

PM Modi announced an ex
gratia of Rs 2 lakh for the fami-
lies of the deceased.

“The road accident in Unnao
is extremely painful. My con-
dolences to those who have
lost their loved ones in this
(accident). May God give them
strength in this difficult time.
Along with this, | wish the injured
a speedy recovery,” the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) quoted
Modi as saying in a post on X.

Modi said the local adminis-
tration is extending all possible
help to the victims under the
supervision of the state govern-
ment.

“The Prime Minister has
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
2 lakh from PMNREF for the next
of kin of each deceased in the
mishap in Unnao. The injured
would be given Rs 50,000,” the
PMO said.

MUYV collides with tree

[ Acci

NARMADAPURA
(MP), Jul 10 (Agencies):
Five persons in their
twenties were killed
and six others injured
when their multi-utility
vehicle (MUV) collided
with a tree in the wee
hours of Wednesday in

of Madhya Pradesh, a
police official said.
The accident occurred
near Pachlavara village
when the victims were
returning to Pipariya
town in the district
after attending a mar-

riage function in Sadia
village, he said.

The deceased were
identified as Sovit Rajput
(20), Aman Malviya (21),
Pradumya Agrawal (22),
Mayank Chourasia (22)
and Shreyansh Jain
(23), Pipariya police
station’s Assistant Sub
Inspector (ASI) Ganesh
Rai said.

The six injured per-
sons were referred to
the Narmadapuram dis-
trict hospital, he said,
adding that a case was
registered and investi-
gation into the incident
was underway.

Hyderabad Man Drives Car With
3 Children Into Lake

HYDERABAD, Jul 10 (Agencies): A
man attempted suicide along with his
three children by driving the car into
a lake on the outskirts of Hyderabad

today.

Seeing this, passersby ran to rescue
them and pulled all four out of the lake.
The incident happened at Inamguda
Lake under Abdullapurmet police sta-

tion limits.

Ashok, a resident of BN Reddy Nagar
in Hyderabad and working as a con-
tractor, had taken out his son and two
daughters for a morning outing. After
reaching the lake, he drove the car into

the water.

As the occupants in the car were
drowning, locals saved them with the

help of ropes.

The locals had initially thought it to be
an accident. However, the preliminary
probe by the police revealed that Ashok
wanted to end his life with his children.

Financial problems are said to be the

reason for the man’s extreme step.

Police registered a case and took up
further investigation.

Hit-and-run case: Car fatally
knocks down woman in Nashik,
driver arrested

NASHIK, Jul 10
(Agencies): In yet
another hit-and-run

Joint Accounts, ATM Access: Supreme Court
Underlines Homemakers’ Rights

The observation came as the Supreme Court ruled that a divorced Muslim woman can

when the speeding car The police later
hit her from behind on reached the driver’s
Bardan Phata-Shivaji home and arrested him.

seek alimony from her husband under Section 125 of the Code of Criminal Procedure

case in Maharashtra, a
31-year-old woman was
killed after a speeding
car knocked her down in
Nashik city, police said
on Wednesday.

The 51-year-old car
driver, who was under
the influence of alcohol
at the time of the inci-
dent on Tuesday eve-
ning and fled from the
spot, was later arrested,
they said.

The accused has been
identified as Devchand
Rambhau Tidme, resi-
dent of Dhruv Nagar
who worked at a com-
pany in Satpur MIDC
area here, an official
from Gangapur police
station said.

The victim, Archana
Kishore Shinde, resi-
dent of Hanuman Nagar,
was walking home after
work at around 6 pm

Nagar Road, near Gan-
gapur Road, the official
said.

The woman received a
serious head injury. She
was taken to a nearby
hospital where doctors
declared her dead, he
said.

Before the accident,
two youth coming from
the opposite direction
saw the car heading
towards the woman
and they tried to alert
the driver. However, the
car driver did not reduce
the speed and the vehi-
cle hit Shinde. The car
driver then fled from the
spot, the police said.

The incident was
captured in the CCTV
cameras installed in the
area. An alert citizen
present at the spot also
noted down the car’s
number.

He was on his way home
when the accident took
place, the official said.
His medical check-up
report indicated he was
under the influence of
alcohol at the time of the
accident.

As a result, he could
not control the vehicle
and hit Shinde. After
the accident, he did not
help the victim and went
home instead, the police
said.

The Gangapur police
have registered a case
against the man under
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita sections 105 (cul-
pable homicide not
amounting to murder),
281 (rash driving) and
provisions of the Motor
Vehicles Act, the official
said. A probe was on
into the case, the police
added.

Enforcement Directorate
summons YouTuber Elvish

Yadav in money laund

NEW DELHI, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): The time has come for
Indian men to recognise the
indispensable role played by
homemakers and the sacrific-
es they make for the family, the
Supreme Court said today.

The observation came as
a bench of Justice BV Naga-
rathna and Justice Augustine
George Masih ruled that a
divorced Muslim woman can
seek alimony from her hus-
band under Section 125 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure.
The bench held that the law for
seeking maintenance applies to
all married women, irrespective
of their religion.

Underlining the key role of
homemakers in the family, the
court said it is necessary for
husbands to provide financial
support to their wives. “We
highlight the necessity for hus-
bands to provide financial sup-
port to their wives... practical

Jacqueline Fernandez
summoned by ED today
in money laundering case

NEW DELHI, Jul

measures such as maintaining
joint bank accounts and shar-
ing ATM access to ensure eco-
nomic stability for women within
the household,” the court said.

The Supreme Court’s order
stating that a Muslim woman
is entitled to maintenance from
her husband after divorce under
Section 125 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure underlined

that maintenance is not charity
but a fundamental right of mar-
ried women.

“This right transcends religious
boundaries, reinforcing the prin-
ciple of gender equality and
financial security for all married
women,” it said.

Section 125 broadly says a
person with sufficient means
cannot deny maintenance to

their wife, children or parents.

The judgment has come
on a petition by Mohd Abdul
Samad, who was directed by
a family court to pay a month-
ly allowance of 20,000 to his
divorced wife. Mr Samad had
challenged the direction in
Telangana High Court, which
modified the amount to 10,000.
He then moved the Supreme
Court. His counsel argued that
divorced Muslim women can
seek recourse to the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights
on Divorce) Act, 1986 Act and
stressed that it provides much
more than what Section 125
CrPC does. He also argued that
a special law -- referring to the
Act -- shall prevail over a gen-
eral law.

Amicus Curiae Gaurav Agar-
wal countered that the personal
law does not take away a wom-
an’s entitlement to relief under
the gender-neutral CrPC.

SC adjourns hearing on former
TN minister Senthil Balaji’s bail

NEW DELHI, Jul
10 (Agencies): The
Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has sum-
moned YouTuber Sid-
dharth Yadav alias
Elvish Yadav on July
23 for questioning in a
money laundering case
linked to the suspected
use of snake venom as
a recreational drug in
parties hosted by him,
official sources said on
Wednesday.

The central agency
had registered the case
in May and pressed
charges under the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) after
taking cognisance of an
FIR and a charge sheet
filed against Elvish
Yadav and linked per-
sons by police in Uttar
Pradesh’s Gautam
Buddh Nagar (Noida)

district.

The sources said
Elvish Yadav was ini-
tially asked to appear
this week before the ED
at its Lucknow office but
he sought deferment of
the summons owing to
his scheduled foreign
travel and professional
commitments.

He has now been
asked to depose before
the investigating officer
of the ED on July 23,

ering case

they said.

Rahul Yadav alias
Rahul Fazilpuriya, a
singer from Haryana
allegedly linked to Elvish
Yadav, was questioned
by the ED this week in
the said case, they said.
He may be called again.

Alleged generation of
proceeds of crime and
the use of illicit funds for
organising rave or recre-
ational parties is under
the ED’s scanner.

10 (Agencies): The
Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has sum-
moned Bollywood
actor Jacqueline Fer-
nandez for question-
ing on Wednesday in
a Rs 200-crore money
laundering case involv-
ing conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar, offi-
cial sources told news
agency.

The 38-year-old Sri
Lankan-origin actor has
been questioned by the
federal agency multiple
times in the case that
pertains to the alleged
cheating of high-profile
people, including the
wives of former Ranb-
axy promoters -- Shivin-
der Singh and Malvin-
der Singh -- to the tune
of Rs 200 crore.

The ED has alleged
that Chandrashek-
har allegedly duped

the wives of the Singh
brothers and used
these “proceeds of
crime” or illegal money
to purchase gifts for
Jacqueline Fernandez.

In a chargesheet
filed in 2022, the probe
agency claimed that
the actor was “enjoy-
ing valuables, jewellery
and costly gifts provid-
ed by Chandrashekhar
despite knowing about
his criminal anteced-
ents”.

Jacqueline Fernandez
has said that she had
no knowledge of Chan-
drashekhar’s alleged
criminal activities and
that she is innocent.

plea to July 12

NEW DELHI, Jul
10 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Wednesday adjourned
to July 12 the hearing on
the bail plea of former
Tamil Nadu minister V
Senthil Balaji, who was
arrested in a money
laundering case by the
Enforcement Director-
ate last year.

A bench of Justices
Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George
Masih deferred the
matter after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
sought time.

“List it day after tomor-
row at the end of the
list,” the bench said.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for
Balaji, submitted that
a number of adjourn-
ments have been taken
by the ED in the matter.

The top court had
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on April 1 sought a
response from the ED
on Balaji’'s bail plea
while issuing notice to
the agency.

Dismissing Balaji’s
bail petition, the Madras
High Court on February
28 said that it will send a
wrong signal if he is let
out on bail in a case of
this nature and it will be
against the larger public
interest.

It said the petitioner
had suffered incarcera-
tion for more than eight
months and it would
therefore be more

appropriate to direct the
special court to dispose
of the case within a time
frame.

The high court ordered
that the trial shall be
conducted on a day-to-
day basis in accordance
with the guidelines given
by the top court.

Balaji was arrested on
June 14 last year in con-
nection with a money
laundering case linked
to a cash-for-jobs scam
when he was the trans-
port minister during the
AIADMK government.

On August 12 last
year, the ED had filed
a 3,000-page charge
sheet against Balaji.

On October 19, the
high court had dis-
missed Balaji’'s earlier
bail plea.

A local court had also
dismissed his bail peti-
tions thrice.
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US says India can spur end to Ukraine war as PM
Modi, Putin flaunt ties

White House spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre said India can play an important role in

brokering peace in Ukraine by leveraging its historical ties with Russia.

WASHINGTON, Jul
10 (Agencies): The US
said on Wednesday
that India’s close ties
with Russia provide it
with the ability to con-
vince President Viadi-
mir Putin to end the
ongoing war in Ukraine.
The statement came as
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi concluded
his two-day visit to
Moscow, during which
the two leaders flaunted
their rapport.

White House spokes-
person Karine Jean-
Pierre reiterated the
importance of New Del-
hi’s role in promoting
peace, stating, “India is
a strategic partner with
whom we engage in
full and frank dialogue,
including their relation-
ship with Russia, and
we’'ve talked about
this before. So we
think it’s critical that
all countries, including
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India, support efforts
to realise an enduring
and just peace when it
comes to Ukraine.”

Jean-Pierre’s remarks
came in the wake of PM
Modi assuring the world
community that India
is committed to peace
and is ready to cooper-
ate in all possible ways
to resolve the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

She further said, “We
also believe India’s long-
standing relationship
with Russia gives it the
ability to urge President
Putin to end his brutal

HOUSE

war, an unprovoked
war in Ukraine. It is for
President Putin to end.
President Putin started
the war, and he can end
the war.”

During bilateral talks
with Putin on Tuesday,
PM Modi expressed
his concerns over the
human toll of the nearly
29-month-long war in
Ukraine, particularly the
loss of innocent lives.
He said his heart “simply
explodes” at the killing of
innocent children, a day
after a deadly Russian
missile attack on a chil-

i~

dren’s hospital in Kyiv.

The Prime Minis-
ter’s remarks, which
appeared to be critical
of Russia, came after
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
reacted sharply to the
Indian leader embrac-
ing Putin during their
interaction.

The PM had also
described Moscow as
India’s “all-weather
friend and trusted ally”.

PM Modi called for dia-
logue and diplomacy to
resolve the Ukraine con-
flict, saying, “For a bright

future for the future gen-
erations, peace is most
essential. No solution is
possible on the battle-
field.

Solutions and peace
talks are not successful
in the midst of bombs,
guns and bullets, and
we have to find the path
to peace through dia-
logue.”

Putin, on his part,
thanked PM Modi for
trying to help find a
peaceful solution to the
Ukraine issue.

“l am grateful to you
for the attention you
pay to the most press-
ing issues, particularly
trying to find ways to
resolve the Ukraine
crisis, primarily through
peaceful means,” the
Russian premier said
during their meeting at
the Kremlin, reported
news agency.

Jeep falls from a mountain road into a ravine in
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, killing 14 people

MUZAFFARABAD,
Jul 10 (Agencies): A
jeep fell from a moun-
tain road into a ravine in
the disputed Himalayan
region of Kashmir on
Wednesday, killing 14

people and injuring two
others, officials said.
The incident happened
in the Neelam Valley,
government administra-
tor Nadeem Janjua said.
Rescuers had transport-

ed the dead and injured
to a hospital while the
cause of the accident is
still to be determined,
Janjua said.

Kashmir is divided
between neighboring

India and Pakistan, with
both claiming the entire
territory.

Road accidents are
common in Pakistan
mainly because of to
poor road infrastructure

and poor enforcement
of traffic laws and safety
standards. Last month,
a van fell into a river in
the same district, killing
16 people, mostly chil-
dren.

Rains wash out a highway in China’s Tibet region,
stranding 130 people

BEIJING, Jul 10
(Agencies): Rescue
efforts were under-
way Wednesday for
more than 130 people
including some tour-
ists who were trapped
in a mountainous town
in China’s Tibet region
after heavy rains and
flooding washed away

sections of a provincial
highway, China’s state
media said.

Those trapped also
included migrant work-
ers and business
people, according
to state broadcaster
CCTV. Another 342
stranded people had
been relocated earlier

to nearby towns.
Steady rain since Sat-
urday blocked roads,
CCTV said, and the
surging waters of the
Nadang river caused
severe landslides and
mudslides. Power and
communication was
cut off from Chengtang
town, but emergency

communication was
later restored.

The broadcaster
reported that people
were trapped because
of road damage, the
rainfall and a “lack of
physical strength” after
long-distance hiking.
The town, on the south-
ern slope of the Himala-

yas near the border with
Nepal, has an average
altitude of 2,000 meters
and is in an area known
for hot springs and
hiking.

Rain was forecast
through Thursday,
adding difficulty to the
rescue work, CCTV
said.

Russian lawmakers approve an increase in income taxes
for the wealthy

MOSCOW, Jul 10
(Agencies): The Rus-
sian parliament’s lower
house gave final approv-
al Wednesday to a bill
that would raise income
taxes for the rich, in a
move to help fill govern-
ment coffers during t he
fighting in Ukraine.

The bill, which was
endorsed in the final
third reading by the
State Duma, needs
to be approved by the
upper house and signed
by President Vladimir

Putin to become law.
The legislation, which
envisages a progressive
tax on personal income,
is a major change of
course from the flat-
rate tax that was widely
credited with improving
tax collections after it
was introduced in 2001.
The bill would impose
a 13% tax for incomes
of up to 2.4 million
rubles ($27,500) a
year. For incomes over
that amount, a steadily
higher tax rate would
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apply, with the maximum
rate of 22% for incomes
exceeding 50 million
rubles ($573,000).

Putin has said that
the tax increase would
affect no more than

.
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3.2% of Russia’s tax-
payers,

The bill also calls for
an increase in the com-
pany income tax rate
from 20% to 25%.

The tax reform is esti-

mated to bring 2.6 tril-
lion rubles ($29 billion)
in additional federal rev-
enues in 2025.

A 13% flat tax was put
into effect quickly after
Putin’s first election
in 2000 in an attempt
to fight widespread
tax evasion and boost
state revenue. In 2021,
Russia modified the
system so that people
earning more than 5 mil-
lion rubles a year would
pay 15% on the amount
above the threshold.

Israeli strike in central Gaza kill
20 Palestinians as mediators make
new push on cease-fire deal

Jul 10 (Agencies):
Israeli airstrikes early
Wednesday killed 20
Palestinians in cen-
tral Gaza, including
six children and three
women, some of them
inside a purported “safe
zone” declared by the
Israeli military, hospital
authorities said.

This second straight
night of deadly strikes in
the central town of Deir
al-Balah and nearby
refugee camps came
as U.S., Egyptian and
Qatari mediators as
well as Israeli officials
came together in the
Qatari capital, Doha,
for talks trying to push
through a long-elusive
deal for a cease-fire
and hostage release.

Israel and Hamas had
appeared to narrow the
gaps in recent days, but
obstacles remain.

Strikes early Wednes-
day hit three houses in
the Nuseirat refugee
camp, killing 12 people
including five children,
said authorities at al-
Agsa Martyrs Hospital,
where the casualties
were taken. An Asso-
ciated Press reporter
counted the bodies.

The camp, like others
around Gaza, was orig-
inally erected to house
Palestinians driven
from their homes during
the 1948 war surround-
ing Israel’s creation.
It has grown into an
urban neighborhood in
the decades since.

A fourth strike early
Wednesday killed four
men, three women and
a child when it hit a
home in Deir al-Balah,
an area that is located
within the “humanitar-
ian safe zone” where
Israel has told Palestin-
ians to seek refuge as
it conducts offensives
in multiple parts of the
Gaza Strip.

The overnight bom-
bardment came hours
after Israeli warplanes
struck the entrance
of a school sheltering
displaced families out-
side the southern city
of Khan Younis. The toll
from the strike rose to
31 people killed, includ-
ing eight children, and
more than 50 wounded,
officials at the nearby
Nasser Hospital said
Wednesday.

Footage aired by
Al-Jazeera television

DEIR AL-BALAH,
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showed kids playing
soccer in the school’s
yard when a sudden
boom shook the area,
prompting shouts of “a
strike, a strike!”

The Israeli army said
the airstrike near the
school and reports
of civilian casualties
were under review,
and claimed it was
targeting a Hamas
militant who took part
in the Oct. 7 attack on
Israel, though it pro-
vided no immediate
evidence. The military
blames civilian deaths
on Hamas because the
militants fight in dense,
urban areas. But the
army rarely comments
on what it is targeting
in individual strikes,
which often kill women
and children.

In nine months of
bombardment and
offensives in Gaza,
Israel has killed more
than 38,200 people and
wounded more than
88,000, according to
the territory’s Health
Ministry, which does
not distinguish between
combatants and civil-
ians in its count. Nearly
the entire population
has been driven from
their homes. Many
have been displaced
multiple times. Hun-
dreds of thousands are
packed into sweltering
tent camps.

Israel’s onslaught was
triggered by Hamas’
cross-border raid on
Oct. 7, during which
militants killed 1,200
people in southern
Israel, most of them
civilians, according to
Israeli authorities. The
militants took roughly
250 people hostage.
About 120 are still in
captivity, with about a
third said to be dead.

This week, Israeli
troops have also been
waging a new ground
assault in Gaza City in
the north of the territo-
ry — its latest effort to
battle Hamas militants
regrouping in areas
the army previously
said had been largely
cleared.

Large parts of Gaza
City and urban areas
around it have been
flattened or left a shat-
tered landscape by pre-
vious lIsraeli assaults,
and much of the popu-
lation fled earlier in
the war. But the latest

incursions and bom-
bardment prompted a
new flight of people.

After Israel on Monday
called for an evacuation
from eastern and cen-
tral parts of Gaza City,
staff at two hospitals —
Al-Ahli and the Patients
Friends Association
Hospital — rushed
to move patients and
shut down, the United
Nations said.

The lIsraeli military
said Tuesday that it
told hospitals and other
medical facilities in
Gaza City they did not
need to evacuate. But
hospitals in Gaza have
often shut down and
moved patients at any
sign of possible Israeli
military action, fearing
raids.

In the past nine
months, Israeli troops
have attacked at least
eight hospitals, causing
the deaths of patients
and medical workers
along with massive
destruction to facilities
and equipment. Israel
has claimed Hamas
uses hospitals for mili-
tary purposes, though
it has provided only lim-
ited evidence.

Only 13 of Gaza’s 36
hospitals are function-
ing, and those only par-
tially, according to the
United Nations’ human-
itarian office.

International media-
tors were making a
new concerted effort
to push through a pro-
posed cease-fire deal.

An Egyptian official
said the head of Egypt’s
General Intelligence
Service, Abbas Kamel,
went to Doha to join
discussions over the
deal. The official said
U.S. and Israeli officials
were also attending.
The official spoke on
condition of anonym-
ity because he was not
authorized to brief the
press on the meetings.

A day earlier, CIA
Director William Burns,
who has led the Ameri-
can mediation, met
with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi in
Cairo

Obstacles remain in
the talks, even after
Hamas agreed to relent
on its key demand that
Israel commit to ending
the war as part of any
agreement. Hamas
still wants mediators to
guarantee that negotia-
tions conclude with a
permanent cease-fire.

Israel has rejected
any deal that would
force it to end the war
with Hamas intact.
Hamas on Monday
accused lIsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of “putting
more obstacles in the
way of negotiations,”
including the opera-
tions in Gaza City.

UK PM Keir Starmer to visit US, first foreign trip since taking office

LONDON, Jul 10 (Agencies): UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer jets off to Washing-
ton this week for his first steps on the world
stage, just days after taking office following
a landslide election victory.

Starmer, 61, will attend NATO’s 75th
anniversary summit in the US capital on
his debut foreign trip since becoming Brit-
ish leader last Friday.

He will reaffirm Britain’s enduring sup-
port for the Western military alliance and
Ukraine’s fight against Russian aggres-
sion.

The visit kicks off a whirlwind of inter-
national diplomacy in Starmer’s first two
weeks in power, with the UK also hosting
a European leaders’ conference next week.

“It will be an opportunity for him to learn
and get to know other leaders as much as
to communicate any particular messages,”
foreign policy expert James Strong told
agency.

Britain’s previous Conservative govern-
ment was one of Ukraine’s staunchest

allies, providing money, weapons and troop
training to help it repel Russia’s invasion.

Starmer has pledged continued support
for Kyiv under Labour, and is expected to
reaffirm that message in person to Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelensky at the
NATO meeting.

Starmer’s Defence Secretary John
Healey has already visited Ukraine since
last Thursday'’s election, and Foreign Sec-
retary David Lammy has been visiting
European NATO members.

Labour is committed to the alliance and
wants to match the Conservatives’ promise
to raise defence spending to 2.5 per cent
of GDP, above the NATO target of two per
cent.

“We can expect lots of talk about ‘busi-
ness as usual’,” added Strong, a lecturer
at Queen Mary University of London.

While Starmer will stress continuity on the
main foreign policy issues, he will also be
keen to signal a reset in relations with allies
that were soured by Brexit.

Labour has pledged closer cooperation
with European neighbours, including on
bilateral deals with France and Germany
but also on agreements with the EU bloc
as a whole.

‘Special relationship’ -

“We can expect to hear a lot of talk about
improving relations, about being a more

reliable partner, and above all about being
more stable and predictable,” said Strong.

The trip also presents an early opportu-
nity for Starmer to build a rapport with US
President Joe Biden and cement the so-
called UK-US special relationship.

Starmer’s centre-left Labour party is more
closely aligned with Biden’s Democratic
Party than the Conservatives, which could
help, but the trip comes at a sensitive time
for the US president.

Biden, 81, is under pressure to make way
and allow another Democrat to take on
Republican rival Donald Trump in Novem-
ber’s presidential election.

Starmer will be mindful that he may have
to deal with the isolationist Trump from
January next year.

“(He) will want to demonstrate his rock-
solid commitment to the UK’s alliance with
America, and to send a strong signal about
the resilience of the ‘special relationship’,
whatever lies ahead,” Sophia Gaston, head
of foreign policy at the right-wing Policy

Exchange think-tank, told agency.

A point of contention between Starmer
and Biden could be the Israel-Hamas
warAfn Gaza, with Labour viewed as more
pro-Palestinian than Washington.

The leaders are also likely to discuss
policy towards China, including on trade,
commerce and technology.

Starmer will then host the European
Political Community summit at Blenheim
Palace, near Oxford, in central England, on
July 18, with France’s president Emmanuel
Macron and Germany’s leader Olaf Scholz
expected to attend.

Labour wants “an ambitious” security pact
with the European Union.

Olivia O’Sullivan, director of the UK in the
world programme at the Chatham House
international affairs think-tank, told AFP the
two summits “provide an opportunity to put
more meat on the bones of this proposal”.

Starmer may also want to flesh out the
shape of a post- Brexit trading deal, after
his introd global stage in Washington.
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Delegations from IIT Madras calls on LG Mishra
to discuss progress of Sindhu Central University

Top News Report

LEH, July 10: A del-
egation from IIT Madras
led by Professor Sachin
S Gunthe called on the
Hon’ble Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Ladakh, Briga-
dier (Dr) BD Mishra
(Retd), at the Lieutenant
Governor’'s Secretariat.
Commissioner/Secretary
to the LG, L Franklin,;
Commissioner/Secre-
tary, Higher Education,
Padma Angmo, IIS;
Vice-Chancellor, Uni-
versity of Ladakh (UoL)
and In-charge Registrar,
Nawang Tundup were
present in the meeting.

Prof Sachin informed
the LG that he is the
Faculty Coordinator for
Sindhu Central Univer-
sity while IIT Madras
and IIT Kanpur are the

Public Outreach: MP Khatana hears array of grievances in Reasi

Top News Report

MAHORE, July 10: In
an ongoing effort to con-
nect with constituents
and address their con-
cerns, MP Rajya Sabha
Er. Gulam Ali Khatana
conducted a series of
meetings with different
groups in the Reasi dis-
trict as part of his public
outreach programme.

The sessions, held at
the Conference Hall in
Mahore Dak Banglow,
Mahore Kalwa (Mulass),
and Budhan, provided
a platform for locals to
voice their grievances
and seek redress.

During his tour of the
56 Gulabgarh constitu-
ency in Reasi district,
MP Khatana was accom-
panied by key BJP rep-
resentatives, including
Seh Prabhari BJP Reasi
Akhlagq Choudhary, BJP
district vice president &
Executive Officer Waqf
Board Reasi, JK Minor-
ity Morcha President
Reasi Mushtag Malik,
ST Morcha president
Reasi, Rafig Choudhary,
Chain Singh Pradhan
BJP Kisan Morcha Reasi,
and Mandal Pardhan
Sukhdev Singh, among
others.

A major issue raised by
the public was the pend-
ing compensation for

mentor institutes. He also
informed the HLG that the
delegation is in Ladakh
to take stock of the situ-
ation of the Sindhu Cen-
tral University. He further
informed that the work
on the Sindhu Central
University is progressing
well and the transit camp
of the Central University
should be complete by
August-end.

Prof Sachin informed
the LG that the target
date for the completion
of the Sindhu Central
University is within four
years. He also informed
about the three courses
started by them at IIT
Madras and IIT Kanpur.
He further informed that
seven students, including
three from Ladakh, have
enrolled for the courses
at Sindhu Central Uni-

land acquired for road
construction under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).
Despite repeated visits to
concerned offices, resi-
dents reported that they
have not received the
due payments. This pro-
longed delay has caused
significant financial dis-
tress for the affected
families, who rely on
these funds for their live-
lihood.

Residents also
expressed dissatisfaction
with the performance of
revenue officials, accus-
ing them of neglect-
ing their duties. They
reported that officials
often failed to respond to
their concerns and were
rarely available for con-
sultations. There were
demands for the imme-

versity. Prof Sachin also
informed about the plan
to conduct a joint venture
with University of Ladakh.

The LG stated that the
placement of local stu-
dents of Sindhu Central
University who are cur-
rently studying at [T
Madras and IIT Kanpur
should be held along
with other students of the
campus.

Other issues such as
utilising wind energy at
University of Ladakh
campus for research
purposes; preference
for Ladakhi students
and faculty members in
Sindhu Central Univer-
sity; reservation for local
students at University of
Ladakh, etc were also
discussed in the meeting.

A delegation comprising
Chief Engineer, Project

-

diate transfer of officials
who have been posted in
the same area for more
than two years to ensure
better accountability and
efficiency. The residents
argued that such trans-
fers would prevent com-
placency and promote
a more responsive and
dynamic administration.
A significant concern
voiced during the meet-
ings was the lack of
accessibility to govern-
ment officials and ser-
vices. Locals urged the
government to bridge the
gap between officials and
the public, ensuring that
their voices are heard
in government offices.
Many residents reported
difficulties in accessing
police services, stating
that they are often unable
to meet with police offi-

Vijayak, Brigadier Vinay
Bahl and Chief Engineer,
Project Himank, Brigadier
Vishal Srivastava, called
on the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ladakh, Brigadier
(Dr) BD Mishra (Retd),
at the LG Secretariat.
Commissioner/Secretary
to the LG, L Franklin, and
Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forest, Brij Mohan
Sharma, |FoS, were
present in the meeting.
Brig Vinay Bahl
informed about the con-
struction of new roads
along with the widening
of existing roads in the
border areas of Ladakh.
He also informed the
LG about the clearance
taken by them from the
Wildlife Board for the con-
struction and widening of
the said roads. He fur-
ther informed about the
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cers to address their
issues. This inaccessibil-
ity has led to a growing
sense of frustration and
helplessness among the
public.

Several villagers report-
ed being excluded from
the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JUM) scheme, leaving
them without access
to essential water sup-
plies. This exclusion has
left many communities
struggling and relying
on uncertain sources
of water. The residents
highlighted the criti-
cal need for clean and
reliable water sources,
emphasizing that water is
a fundamental right and
should be accessible to
all.

There was a recurring
theme of a trust deficit
between the masses

direction received from
the Wildlife Department
of UT Ladakh to stop the
construction and widen-
ing of the road.

Brig Bahl apprised the
LG of the issues faced
by them in completing
the said project within
the stipulated timeframe
and requested the HLG'’s
intervention in this regard.
Brig Srivastava also
apprised the HLG of the
issue faced by them in the
construction of new roads
in the Changthang area.

The LG asked Brig Bahl
and Brig Srivastava to
meet PCCF Brij Mohan
Sharma to find a viable
solution to address their
issues as these projects
will not only benefit the
people of Ladakh but also
the country on the secu-
rity front.

and the administration.
Locals emphasized the
need for transparent and
responsive governance
to rebuild trust and
ensure effective public
service delivery. They
called for regular inter-
actions between officials
and the public to foster
a sense of accountability
and mutual respect.

After listening patiently
to the public’s concerns,
MP Khatana assured
them that he would take
up these matters with the
appropriate authorities to
address and resolve the
problems faced by the
residents of Reasi dis-
trict. He emphasized his
commitment to ensuring
that the issues raised
by the public are high-
lighted and addressed
at the highest levels of
government. The out-
reach programme is part
of MP Khatana’s broader
initiative to engage with
constituents directly,
ensuring that their issues
are highlighted and
addressed at the highest
levels of government. By
providing a platform for
the public to voice their
grievances, MP Khatana
aims to foster a more
inclusive and responsive
governance system that
truly serves the needs of
the people.

CHL Ramban protecting interests, rights
of children in distress: DCPO Ramban

Top News Report

RAMBAN, July 10:
Under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, Baseer-Ul-
Haq Chaudhary, the
Child Helpline (CHL)
Ramban is steadfastly
committed to safeguard-
ing the rights and well-
being of children in dis-
tress.

Through prompt and
decisive actions, the
helpline has success-
fully resolved several
critical cases, dem-
onstrating its dedica-
tion to providing timely
support and protection.
Here are some recent
success stories that
exemplify the relentless
24/7 efforts of the Child
Helpline.

In an impressive dis-
play of efficiency and
coordination, Child
Helpline Ramban suc-
cessfully rescued a
kidnapped minor girl.
On May 12, 2024, the
helpline received a
distressing call report-
ing the abduction of a
minor girl from Langya
Morh Bagna, Ramban.
The caller alleged that a
resident of Govindpora
Maitra had kidnapped
the girl and was holding
her hostage at another

residence in Village
Kundi. Upon receiv-
ing the complaint, the
Child Helpline, with the
support of local police,
launched a swift and
decisive operation. At
11:30 PM, on the same
day, they conducted a
raid on the specified
residence, successfully
rescuing the minor girl.

Following her rescue,
the child was presented
before the Child Wel-
fare Committee (CWC),
which, after completing
all necessary formali-
ties, placed her in the
Child Care Institution
Parisha. Ultimately, the
minor girl was reunited
with her family, bringing
a joyous conclusion to
a potentially tragic situ-
ation.

On June 15, 2024,
by rapid response by
Child Line demonstrat-
ing exceptional respon-
siveness and coordi-
nation, Child Helpline
Ramban successfully
located and rescued
a missing minor girl at
Banihal Railway Sta-
tion. At 10:00 PM, the
helpline received an
urgent report regard-
ing a missing girl at the
railway station. Under
the supervision of the
District Child Protection

Officer, a team led by
Project Coordinator of
Child Helpline Ramban,
Muddasar Jiral, was
promptly dispatched to
the scene.

The team, involving
all relevant stakehold-
ers and in collaboration
with a local NGO, suc-
cessfully located and
rescued the minor girl.
She was subsequently
placed in the Child Care
Institution (CClI) Parisha
Ramban for her safety
and care. After com-
pleting the requisite for-
malities, Child Helpline
Ramban, under the
supervision and direc-
tion of the District Child
Protection Officer,
transferred the child to
the Child Welfare Com-
mittee Badgam, ensur-
ing her continued pro-
tection and well-being.

These are some of the
success stories high-
lighting the dedication
and swift action of the
Child Helpline Ramban
and its associated
teams in safeguarding
children and upholding
their rights. The efficient
handling of these cases
not only rescued vulner-
able children but also
reinforced the communi-
ty's trust in the helpline
and local authorities.

Movement Kalki Protests at Jantar Mantar

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU,
July 10: At Jantar Mantar
in New Delhi, a compel-
ling protest unfolded on
Wednesday as members
of Movement Kalki, led by
core committee member
Sunny Kant Chib, voiced
vehement objections
against the deplorable
wages forced upon mid-
day meal cooks and
temporary school clean-
ers. These essential
workers, predominantly
female, endure monthly
salaries as low as 1000
rupees for cooks and
650 rupees for cleaners,
despite their crucial roles
in feeding and, maintain-
ing hygiene for children
in schools.

The demonstration
resonated with a sense
of urgency as protesters
highlighted the severe
disparity between the

demanding responsibili-
ties these workers shoul-
der and the meager com-
pensation they receive.
Temporary female cooks
are tasked with preparing
meals for 80-90 children
daily, along with manag-
ing utensil cleaning, all
for wages that fall drasti-
cally short of basic living
standards.

Under the scorching
Delhi sun, both male and
female activists gath-
ered, underscoring the
solidarity and determina-
tion of Movement Kalki to
bring attention to these
systemic injustices. The
protest saw impassioned
speeches and rallying
cries for fair treatment
and equitable pay for
all workers contributing
to essential services in
educational institutions
across the country.

A memorandum
addressed to Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi was
formally presented during
the protest, demanding
swift and decisive action
to rectify the grossly
inadequate wages and
improve working con-
ditions for these work-
ers. The memorandum
underscored the urgency
of the situation, warning
of potential escalation in
Jammu if their demands
were not met promptly.
The protest at Jantar
Mantar serves as a poi-
gnant reminder of the
ongoing struggle for dig-
nity and fair treatment
among the most margin-
alized segments of soci-
ety. As the activists con-
tinue to mobilize support
and raise awareness,
they hope for a positive
response from the gov-
ernment to ensure justice
and equality for all work-
ers in similar predica-
ments nationwide.
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Two smugglers held with 108 ky
gold in Ladakh: ITBP

inputs of smuggling was received in the
area near Sirigaple, Ladakh.

It said the team headed by Deepak Bhatt,
DC/GD consisting of 03- SOs and 17- Ors
while reaching the area of Sirigaple 01
km away from IB ground at 1320 hrs, the
party come across 02 suspicious persons
with mules. Patrol party chased them
down and took them to camping area of
the suspects. Initially they told that they
are collecting medicinal plants but later
patrol party found huge quantity of gold
and other items from their possession.

Patrol party took custody of both the
suspects and seized items and left for
Tactical HQRS Koyul and reported matter
to Ajay Nirmalkar, Comdt 21 Battalion,
ITBP on satellite phone who directed them
for further pre-wrapped and safe custody
of precious metal and suspects. Matter
reported to higher headquarters and fur-
ther investigation and action is in progress
in coordination with sister organizations.
This patrol was planned by SHQ Srinagar
ITBP with the approval of HQ NW Ftr, ITBP
along with several other patrol simultane-
ously launched in general area, it also
said.

The items which have been seized
include Gold-International Gold Bars 108
No’s weighing-108.060 Kg’s. (Weighed on
Electronic Weighing Machine by ITBP at
Koyul.); Mobiles 02, Binocular 01, Chinese
food items (Fragrant Cake 01 packet; Lao
Beijing 01 packet; milk 02 cane; milk lassi
02 packets; knives 02; ponies 02; torch-
wonder torch 01; hammer 01; nose plier 01;

All the formalities were followed, while as
the seizure along with the suspects have
been handed over to Custom department
officers for further questioning and needful
action as enshrined in the law, statement
added.

Over 4,600 pilgrims leave
Jammu hase camp to join
Amarnath Yatra

via the shorter but steeper 14-km Baltal
route, they said. With this, a total of 72,325
pilgrims have left the Jammu base camp for
the Valley since June 28, when Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha flagged off the first
batch. The 52-day yatra began on June 29
and will conclude on August 19.

More than 4.5 lakh pilgrims paid obeisance
at the cave shrine last year.

‘State’in PSA order includes UT of
Jammu Kashmir: HC

“There is no doubt that the definition of
State as contained in Section 3 (58) of Gen-
eral Clauses Act, 1898 includes Union Ter-
ritory. The term, ‘all local or other authori-
ties within the territory of India or under the
control of Government of India’ comprises
State and Union Territories. The term State
includes the Government of each State, that
is the State Executive and legislature of each
State, that is the State legislature. It is per-
tinent to mention that it includes Union Ter-
ritories as well,” the July 3 judgment stated.

The ruling was passed by Chief Justice N
Kotiswar Singh and Justice Moksha Khajuria
Kazmi while dismissing a challenge to the
preventive detention of one, Yawar Ahmad
Malik, under the PSA.

A single judge of the High Court had ear-
lier upheld the 2022 detention order against
Malik. This single judge ruling was chal-
lenged by Malik (through his father) by way
of an appeal.

On July 3, the Division Bench of the High
Court dismissed the appeal and upheld the
single judge’s decision. “The grounds of
detention formulated by the detaining author-
ity and the record supplied by the respon-
dents does not suffer from and legal infirmity.
The detention order appears to be on sound
logic for the reason that the detaining author-
ity, before passing the order, has applied its
mind to draw subjective satisfaction to order

preventive detention of the detenue by cur-
tailing his liberty,” the Court found.

Notably, one of the grounds on which Malik
had challenged the detention order was that
there was no application of mind by the
detaining authority.

His counsel pointed out that the detaining
authority had accused Malik of carrying out
activities prejudicial to the security of “the
State”, rather than the “Union Territory” of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The lawyer contended that after the intro-
duction of the Jammu and Kashmir Re-
Organisation Act of 2019 (which followed the
abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution),
Jammu and Kashmir was no longer a State
and was converted into two Union Territories
(Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh).

The argument, however, failed to impress
the High Court which held that the term
“State”, in this context, would include Union
Territories, going by the definition of “State”
in the General Clauses Act, 1897.

The Court proceeded to dismiss the appeal
after finding no infirmity in the detention order.
Advocates Asif Ahmad Dar, GN Shaheen
represented the appellant. Deputy Advocate
General Muneeb Wani and advocate Now-
bahar Khan represented the Jammu and
Kashmir authorities.

The Army commander complimented the
troops for their high standards of profes-
sionalism and exhorted them to be prepared
for future challenges. He also met formation
commanders and jawans during his visit to
Batalik in Kargil sector.

schools violating the statute by demanding
such fees, often without providing receipts.

The FFRC warned that schools found guilty
could face legal consequences, including
possible de-recognition if they fail to comply.

He said that if any school will be found

involved, action will be taken against them
and if anyone will have gone more extreme
then more stringent action will be taken
against them.

While responding to a query, he said that
DSEK will take a call on extension of summer
vacation in case of any weather advisory.

Tractor driver dies in Tangmarg
road accident

suffered critical injuries when his tractor
overturned while he was driving. Despite
being rushed to a nearby hospital, he was
declared brought dead by attending doctors.

Confirming the incident, a police officer
stated that an investigation has been initi-
ated, and further details will follow.

Search Operation resumes in
Doda to track hiding terrorists

engaged in tracing the terrorists in the
forested area. Massive CASO (Cordon &
Search Operation) joined by elite Para com-
mandos of the Army was started on Tuesday
to hunt down the terrorists.

Drone surveillance, sniffer dogs, sharp-
shooters and experts in mountain combing
and warfare are part of the massive CASO
going on in the area. Tuesday’s encounter in
Doda came on the heels of the ambush of an
Army patrolling party in Kathua. The terror
attack, which was the fifth in Jammu in one
month, resulted in the death of five soldiers.

J&K Police arrest key suspect
for money laundering & stealing
official secrets

accused owns 16 luxury cars. Evidence
also suggests his involvement with senior
bureaucrats and local politicians in Jammu
and Kashmir,” the sources said.

“Our analysis of Tarun Bahl’'s activities
uncovered his typical wheeler-dealer meth-
ods devoid of any legitimate business foun-
dation. Bahl’s operation involves strategically
placing himself within the police and civil

administration often using bribery or black-
mail to gain influence. This created a vicious
cycle of corruption with Bahl leveraging infor-
mation to exert control over various officials,”
the sources further said.

“He coerced certain officers into commit-
ting illegal acts such as leaking confidential
information to sow discord within the gov-
ernment for personal gain. His readiness
to be swayed by hostile elements poses a
significant threat to national security,” top
sources said.

Muslim women can seek
maintenance from hushand under
Sec 120 CrPC: Supreme Court

appeal with the major conclusion that sec-
tion 125 would be applicable to all women
and not just married women,” Justice Naga-
rathna said while pronouncing the verdict.

The bench said maintenance is not char-
ity but the right of married women and it is
applicable to all married women irrespective
of their religion.

The top court dismissed the petition of one
Mohd Abdul Samad, who has challenged the
order of the Telangana High Court refusing
to interfere with the maintenance order of
the family court.

He has contended that a divorced Muslim
woman is not entitled for maintenance under
Section 125 of CrPC and has to invoke the
provisions of the Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986.

The police have warned up to Rs 25,000
fine, potential legal action against parents
or guardians of underage drivers, 12-month
vehicle registration cancellation, and no
license until age 25 for the minor for flouting
rules. This move is part of a broader cam-
paign to ensure road safety and adherence to
traffic laws, the police said in light of several
incidents involving minors in Noida, Greater
Noida and other parts of the country.
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Govt failed to safeguard rights of Border
dwellers and weaker sections: Uijay Lochan

Top News Report

SAMBA, July 10 : The
present dispensation
has completely failed to
safeguard the rights and
interests of Border dwell-
ers and other vulnerable
sections of the society.
Despite numerous prom-
ises and assurances,
there has been no sub-
stantial action to address
the systemic issues and
injustices faced by these
communities.

This was stated by Vijay
Lochan, Chairman JKNC
Scheduled Castes (SC)
Cell, while addressing
a meeting at Ramgarh
area of district Samba.
The meeting was orga-
nized under the chair-
manship of Ashok Attri,
Vice President Central
Zone, Jammu, Samba
and Kathua.

At the beginning of
the meeting, Ashok Attri
highlighted the problems

faced by people of border
areas due to non-avail-
ability of basic amenities,
unemployment, irregular
power and water supply,
lack of health care facili-
ties including shortage
of staff in schools and
healthcare centres and
deplorable conditions of
roads.

Vijay Lochan, the Chief
Guest, criticized the
present government for
neglecting the border belt
of the Jammu region, par-
ticularly the Samba dis-
trict. He expressed great
anguish over the unful-
filled promises made to

border dwellers, such as

providing 5 marla plots
at safer locations and
recruitment rallies in the
border areas. He empha-
sized that the border
people are always the
frontline warriors, similar
to the armed forces vigi-
lantly guarding the bor-
ders. Despite their crucial
role, they have been con-
sistently ignored under
the current regime.
Lochan also expressed
great resentment against
the Central Government
headed by BJP for its
failure to provide compre-
hensive compensation to

the West Pakistani refu-
gees, despite assurances
given by the then Home
Minister in 2018. He
urged the Central Govt to
pay pending compensa-
tion to the West Pakistani
refugees in one go who
are facing huge hardships
since their migration in
1947. He asked the party
workers to gear up for
the upcoming Assembly
elections and reached
out to the people in their
respective areas to make
them aware about how
BJP has cheated them
on the promises made by
it in 2014 before going to
elections.

Jagga Ram Provincial
Vice President SC Cell
asserted that the Party
has always remained
committed to protect
the rights of SC/ ST and
weaker sections of the
society in the past and
shall continue to do the
same in future too.

Rakesh Singh Raka,
Vice President of Cen-
tral Zone, JKNC, raised
serious concern over the
pressing issues faced by
farmers of border areas
and the Kandi belt of
Samba due to non-avail-
ability of irrigation water.
He highlighted the severe
impact this has on agricul-
tural productivity and the
livelihoods of farmers.

Addressing the gath-
ering Mr Satpal Block
President and Member
MC Ramgarh criticized
the government for not
ensuring a fair Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for
crops, which leaves farm-
ers financially vulnerable.
He called for immediate
measures to resolve the
irrigation water crisis and
to implement a fair MSP
policy, emphasizing the
need to support the farm-
ing community, which
forms the backbone of the
region's economy.

Brig Deepak Sajjanhar visits Naval
Unit Camp at Hardosaran

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10:
Brigadier Deepak Saj-
janhar, SM, Group Com-
mander of the Srinagar
NCC Group, undertook
a significant visit to the
maiden Pre Nau Sainik
Camp (NSC) Phase | at
Hardosaran near Ranjit
Sagar Dam. This visit
was pivotal as it aimed to
oversee the preparations
of naval cadets of 1 J&K
Naval Unit NCC for the
upcoming All India Nau
Sainik Camp (AINSC)
2024, scheduled to be
held in Lonavala, Pune
from August 25 to Sep-
tember 5, 2024.

Pre NSC Phase | is the
first of three preparatory
camps being conducted
in anticipation of AINSC-
2024. Due to logistical
reasons, the camp was
shifted to Hardosaran,
facilitated under the com-
mand of Naval Unit Com-

manding Officer Lieu-
tenant Commander Tej
Ram Sharma. This new
location provides cadets
facility to undertake vari-
ous water borne activi-
ties which are extremely
essential for training for
AINSC. Traditionally this
camp was held at NTA,
Nagrota and Mansar lake
was utilised for water
borne activities.
Brigadier Deepak
Sajjan har's visit on July
9, 2024, included a com-
prehensive review of the
training of cadets’ under
progress, meticulous
oversight of preparations
for AINSC-2024, motiva-
tional interactions with
the cadets, inspection of
facilities and administra-
tive arrangements. Upon
arrival, he was warmly
received by Lieutenant
Commander Tej Ram
Sharma and honored
with an impressive cer-
emonial Guard of Honour

by the naval cadets of 1
J&K Naval Unit.

During his address
to the cadets, Briga-
dier Deepak Sajjan har
emphasized the impor-
tance of setting goals,
both short-term and
long-term, in life and
highlighted the advan-
tages of joining the
NCC. He drew parallels
between life's challenges
and those faced in NCC
camps, emphasizing
how such experiences
not only prepare cadets
for national-level events
like AINSC-2024 but also
equip them with essential
life skills.

The visit of Group
Commander has left an
indelible mark on the
morale and enthusiasm
of the Naval NCC Cadets
of 1 J&K Naval NCC Unit,
enriching their journey
towards personal growth
and readiness for future
challenges.

BJP committed to provide good governance to masses: Sat Sharma - GDC Marheen carries Nelma Devi realizes dream of comfortable

Top News Report ment to provide good governance to the

JAMMU, July 10: Sat Sharma, former
Minister & former President, J&K BJP,
Ashwani Sharma, former MLA, Choud-
hary Vikram Randhawa, former MLC,
Jeet Angral, former JMC Chairman and
Er TK Sharma, BJP Swachh Bharat co-
Incharge listened to the public issues in
a grievances camp conducted at party
headquarters, Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

Individual and deputations from Gang-
Aman Vihar,
New Plot, Talab Tillo, Rajouri, Khar-
ian, Thanna Mandi, Rajouri, Dashmesh
Nagar, Poonch, Dagiana, Resham Ghar,
Budgam, Janipur, Bajalta, and other
areas visited the BJP headquarters to
present their issues related to construc-
tion of big nallah in sector 2 Gangyal,
Park in the forest area of Janipur, a wait-
ing list of Rehbar-e-Khel, the opening of
Nallah, sanitation problems, the differ-
ence in recruitment rules of Dental Sur-
geons, issue of the scooter by social wel-
fare department, accident case claim etc.

Sat Sharma, while listening to the griev-
ances, stressed on the BJP’s commit-

yal, Paloura, Bhatindi,

general masses. He said that the party is

committed to mitigating the sufferings of
the people and believes in keeping con-
tinuous contact with the public 365 days
a year. He said that the heavy rush of
people at the party office on a daily basis
itself shows that they are fully convinced
that it is the BJP only, which can help
them to find solutions to their problems.

Ashwani Sharma said that the party
has initiated several measures to pro-
vide easy access to the public to share
their issues, which, otherwise they are
not able to communicate effectively at the
appropriate platform. He said that they
have made a sincere try to give solution
to the maximum issues presented and
have communicated telephonically and
in written to the concerned department
officials for the other issues.

Vikram Randhawa said that the BJP
believes in the all-inclusive progress and
development in our society and nation
through good moral and social values. To
ensure this goal, the party is organizing
these grievance camps so as to further
augment the effort.

out plantation drive

Top News Report

MARHEEN, July 10:
The NSS Unit and Eco
Club of GDC Marheen
carried out a plantation
drive under the cam-
paign of “Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam” launched by
Prime Minister of India in
the New College site on
Wednesday.

The drive was conduct-
ed under the supervision
of Prof (Dr) Anupama
Gupta, esteemed Princi-
pal of the college.

A large number of sap-
lings of various plants
were planted by NSS
Volunteers, the stu-
dents, staff members
and worthy principal of
the college.

While speaking on the

occasion, Principal of
the college raised aware-
ness among the students
about the urgent need of
a forestation and also
motivated the students
to plant more and more
trees to conserve nature.

The event was orga-
nized under the super-
vision of Dr Arun Dev
Singh NSS, Programme
Officer, Dr Balbinder
Singh and Dr Shallu
Rani NSS Organizing
members.

A large number of Vol-
unteers participated in
the event. Prof. Anoop
Sharma, Dr. Munisha
Devi present during the
plantation drive. Jogesh
and Vishan menial staff
assisted on this occa-
sion.

Vibodh urges BJP workers to ensure Lotus blooms in J&K

Top News Report

SUNDERBANI, July 10:
During his day-long visit
to the Kalakote Sunder-
bani assembly segment,
Vibodh Gupta, BJP J&K
General Secretary and
Former MLC, passion-
ately urged party work-
ers to strive diligently
towards ensuring the
success of the party in
the upcoming assembly
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir. We need to
unite and work tirelessly
to ensure that the lotus
blooms across Jammu
and Kashmir, bringing
progress and prosper-
ity to every citizen, he
added.

Vibodh emphasized
the need for extensive
outreach programs to
expand the party's foot-
print to every polling
booth across Sunder-
bani-Kalakote assem-
bly segment. He called

upon party workers to
act as ambassadors for
the welfare schemes
initiated by the Modi
government, engaging
regularly with the public
in our respective areas.
He also underscored the
importance of connect-
ing with beneficiaries of
these schemes to raise
awareness effectively
and to connect them
with future programs of
the government.

He urged party workers
to dedicate themselves to
organizational programs,
such as Tridev Samelan,
Polling Booth Samelan,
Morcha Samelan, New
Voters Registration to
ensure that the party is
strengthen at grassroots
level.

Vibodh also criticized
the National Confer-
ence, PDP, and Con-
gress, labeling them as
"ideologically bankrupt"
and driven solely by "cor-

ruption, nepotism, and
favoritism." He called
upon party members to
expose these practices
and uphold the BJP's
commitment to clean
governance and develop-
ment-oriented policies.
Speaking on the occa-
sion BJP's Prabhari
Nowshera, Sunderba-
ni-Kalakote assembly
segments Sanjay Baru
claimed that the LS poll
results showed that the

people had voted for sta-
bility and continuity, and,
therefore, the NDA came
to power for a third term
consecutively. He main-
tained that the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
will also vote for BJP and
it's development agenda
rejecting dynastic politi-
cal parties such as NC,
PDP and Congress.
BJP District President
Neena Sharma com-
mends the Modi gov-

CMF Buy Nothing launches CMF Phone 1,
Watch Pro 2 and Buds Pro 2

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Noth-
ing sub-brand CMF has
launched its first smart-
phone CMF Phone 1
with a starting price of Rs
15,999 (including offers).
This is the company's
cheapest smartphone
yet, and also the most
repairable, with an easily
replaceable back panel
held together by stainless
steel screws. Along with
the phone, Nothing also
launched the affordable
Buds Pro 2 and Watch
Pro 2. All three products
will be available for pur-
chase from July 12 at 12
noon on CMF's official
website CMF (cmf.tech)
and through retail part-
ners.

Carl Pei, CEO of Noth-
ing, said, “The CMF
Phone 1, CMF Watch

N

Pro 2 and CMF Buds Pro
2 showcase Nothing’s
unique approach to inte-
grating creativity, practi-
cality and personalization
through design. These
products mark our com-
mitment to entertainment
in a boring industry, and
| am very excited to see
the market’s response.”
Available in four colours
black, light green, blue
(India only) and orange,
the CMF Phone 1 looks
like any modern Android
phone from the front,
with a massive 6.67-inch
screen with a 120Hz
refresh rate. It runs on
the MediaTek Dimensity

7300 SoC, paired with
up to 8GB of RAM and
up to 256GB of internal
storage. Additionally, the
phone also includes a TF
card slot for expanding
the storage up to 2TB.

The CMF Phone 1 has
dual rear cameras with
a 50-megapixel primary
sensor and a portrait
camera and a 16-mega-
pixel front camera. It
shoots videos up to 4K
from the main camera
and 1080p from the selfie
camera. Nothing is based
on Android-14. Running
on OS 2.6, it promises
at least two major OS
updates.

The CMF Watch Pro
2, the brand's second
smartwatch, sports a
1.32-inch circular display
in an aluminium alloy
case with interchange-
able bezels. It supports

auto-brightness adjust-
ment, an advanced sleep
detection algorithm, built-
in multi-system GPS, and
120 sports modes, includ-
ing automatic detection of
activities like running and
cycling. It claims up to 11
days of normal use or 12
days of heavy use on a
single charge and is com-
patible with Android and
iOS devices.

The Buds Pro 2 are said
to be capable of deliver-
ing best-in-class audio
quality with advanced
features including active
noise cancellation (ANC)
up to 50dB, LDAC for
high-resolution audio
streaming, and a custom-
isable smart dial on the
case for volume adjust-
ment and media playback
controls that can be con-
figured via the Nothing X
app.

ernment for its unwav-
ering commitment to
transforming India into a
powerhouse of develop-
ment and progress. The
government's relentless
efforts in ensuring inclu-
sive growth, empower-
ing the marginalized,
and bolstering national
security are exemplary,
she added. District gen-
eral secretary, Pritam
Sharma conducted the
proceedings of the meet-
ings.

BJP leader Randhir
Singh, DDC Member
Rajinder Sharma, Former
District President Capt.
(Retd.) Ramesh Chander,
Bal Krishan, Former MC
President Rajinder Par-
shad Gupta, Sardari Lal
Sharma, Chaman Raina,
District Office Bearers,
District Morcha Presi-
dents, Mandal Presidents
and Shakti Kendra Par-
mukh were present in the
meetings.

and safe & secure home through PMAY-G

Top News Report

RAMBAN, July 10:
Nelma Devi, a resident
of Kanthi Panchayat,
Block Ramban, is over-
joyed as she moves into
her new home under the
Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-
G) scheme.

Nelma Devi, a widow
after the death of her
husband, had been living
in a dilapidated kaccha
house with her children.
Today, she expresses
heartfelt gratitude to the
administration for pro-
viding her with a safe,
comfortable, and secure
shelter.

"I was struggling to
make ends meet and
couldn't afford to build a
house. The administra-
tion's support has come
as a blessing to me and
my family. We now have
aroof over our heads and
a sense of safety and
security," Nelma said,
her eyes brimming with
tears of joy.

The PMAY-G scheme
has transformed Nel-
ma's life, offering her
a new beginning and
a hopeful future. Her
new home stands as a
testament to the gov-
ernment's commitment
to ensuring housing for
the needy and vulner-

able sections of soci-
ety. Nelma expressed
profound thanks to the
district administration of
Ramban for their diligent
efforts in implementing
the scheme and bringing
this life-changing support
to her and her family.

The Pradhan Mantri
Awaas Yojana-Gramin
aims to provide "Hous-
ing for All" ensuring that
everyone has accesstoa
safe and dignified living
space. Nelma Devi's
story is one among thou-
sands of beneficiaries of
the district, highlighting
the positive impact of this
ambitious and compas-
sionate initiative.

Ice & Steel Cycling Expedition scales
world’s highest motorable pass

[ i ——

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: The
‘lce and Steel Cycling
Expedition’ of the Indian
Army which was flagged-
off from the Daulat Beg
Oldie on 01 July 2024,
today conquered the
Highest Motorable Pass
in the World and is likely to
set a new world record for
scaling maximum number
of motorable passes in a
single stretch, covering so
far approx 600 kms, over
a period of ten days.

The expedition is being
conducted as part of the
celebrations of the Rajat
Jayanti Mahotsav of the
Kargil Vijay Diwas and
aims to pay tribute to
the martyrs of the Kargil
War. The expedition also
interacted with locals,
tourists and school chil-
dren enroute, to inspire

them and spread the
spirit of adventure. The
expedition members laid
wreaths at Galwan and
Rezang La War Memori-
als, as an ode to the mar-
tyrs who laid down their
lives defending these
sectors.

During its journey, the
expedition will scale six
passes above 15000
ft including the World’s
Highest Motorable Pass
Umling La. The expedi-
tion has already pedaled
through the toughest dirt

tracts of Chushul plalns &
Indus River valley.

The sense of achieve-
ment could be seen in the
eyes of the cyclists, who
in the last few days have
cycled through the most
rugged terrain & inclem-
ent weather, battling the
effects of high altitude
and reduced oxygen in
the atmosphere. The
expedition will now under-
take its final stretch of the
journey, to the banks of
the picturesque Tso Moriri
Lake.

SBI Seri Branch organises plantation drive

Top News Report

DODA, July 10: State
Bank of India (SBI) has
long been recognized
not just for its banking
services but also for its
commitment to social and
environmental causes.

This commitment was
exemplified by the launch
of a plantation drive by
the Seri branch in High
School Seri, Doda, a pic-
turesque region located
within the Doda district
of Jammu and Kashmir
on Wednesday. The drive
was led by SBI Manager
Dikshant Gupta, who has
been instrumental in pro-
moting various commu-
nity and environmental
initiatives in the region.

The Doda district, known
for its natural beauty and
rich biodiversity, faces
numerous environmen-
tal challenges, including
deforestation and land
degradation.

In response to these
issues, the Seri branch
of SBI decided to under-
take a plantation drive as

a proactive measure to
contribute to the conser-
vation of the local envi-
ronment. This initiative
aligns with SBI's broader
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) goals, which
emphasize sustainable
development and envi-
ronmental stewardship.
Under the leadership
of Dikshant Gupta, the
plantation drive was
meticulously planned and
executed. The event saw
the participation of bank
employees, local com-
munity members, and
volunteers, all coming
together with a shared
goal of enhancing the
green cover of the area.
A variety of indigenous
tree species were select-
ed for planting, ensuring
that the new growth would
be well-suited to the local
climate and ecosystem.
These species not only
contribute to the local
biodiversity but also play
a crucial role in soil con-
servation and water reten-
tion, which is vital for the
health of the region's

environment, said Dik-
shant Gupta.

He added that the plan-
tation drive was more
than just an event; it
was a statement of SBI's
ongoing commitment to
the environment.

Dikshant Gupta, in his
address during the event,
emphasized the impor-
tance of trees in main-
taining ecological balance
and combating climate
change. He highlighted
that such initiatives are
essential not only for the
current generation but
also for future generations
who will inherit the planet.
Gupta’s words resonated
with the participants,
many of whom expressed
a newfound appreciation
for the importance of envi-
ronmental conservation.

Moreover, the involve-
ment of the local commu-
nity was a key aspect of
the drive’s success.

By engaging local resi-
dents and educating them
about the benefits of tree
plantation, SBI ensured
that the initiative would

have a lasting impact. The
community's involvement
also fostered a sense of
ownership and responsi-
bility towards the newly
planted trees, increasing
the likelihood of their sur-
vival and growth.

This collaborative
approach between the
bank and the community
exemplifies how corpo-
rate entities can work
hand-in-hand with local
populations to achieve
common goals.

The plantation drive
at the Seri branch is
part of a broader series
of environmental initia-
tives undertaken by SBI
across the country. The
bank has consistently
championed green prac-
tices, from promoting
digital banking to reduce
paper usage to support-
ing renewable energy
projects, he said.

These efforts are driven
by the understanding that
environmental sustain-
ability is integral to long-
term economic stability
and societal well-being.
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Gambhir era begins in Indian cricket; BGCI expects
tenacity from new coach

NEW DELHI, Jul 10 (Agen-
cies): World Cup-winning
former opener Gautam Gamb-
hir was named the head coach
of the Indian cricket team by
the BCCI, which hoped that he
would bring “tenacity and lead-
ership” to the position that was
held with “remarkable success”
by Rahul Dravid until recently.

The 42-year-old left-hander,
who played a key role in India’s
2011 ODI World Cup triumph,
was the frontrunner to replace
Dravid whose tenure ended with
the country’s triumph in the T20
World Cup in Barbados last
month.

Gambhir’s first assignment as
India coach will be the tour of
Sri Lanka for three T20Is and
as many ODls starting July 27.

“His appointment as head
coach marks a new chapter for
Indian cricket,” said BCCI presi-
dent Roger Binny. “His experi-
ence, dedication, and vision for
the game make him the ideal
candidate to guide our team
forward. We are confident that

under his leadership, Team India
will continue to excel and make
the nation proud,” he added.

The Board stated that the
Cricket Advisory Committee
comprising Ashok Malhotra,
Jatin Paranjpe and Sulakshana
Naik today unanimously recom-
mended Gambhir.

Greatest privilege

As a player, Gambhir led Kol-
kata Knight Riders to IPL titles in

2012 and 2014. He then proved
his coaching credentials as the
mentor of the KKR team that
won the IPL title in 2024.

Gambhir said it would be
an “absolute honour to serve
the tricolour” and he would
do “everything in his power”
to deliver good results for the
team.

“India is my identity and serv-
ing my country has been the

greatest privilege of my life.
I’'m honoured to be back, albeit
wearing a different hat. But
my goal is the same as it has
always been, to make every
Indian proud. The men in blue
shoulder the dreams of 1.4 bil-
lion Indians and | will do every-
thing in my power to make these
dreams come true!” said Gamb-
hir in a post.

Gambhir also congratulated
Dravid for his stellar three-year
tenure. “Itis an absolute honour
to serve my tricolour, my people,
my country. | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate
Rahul Dravid and his team of
support staff for their exem-
plary run with the team. | am
honoured and excited to take
on the role of Head Coach for
Team India,” he said.

Gambhir said he was looking
forward to working with some of
the leading luminaries of cricket,
including National Cricket Acad-
emy chief VVS Laxman, to take
Indian cricket forward.

Fab 4 for Pooja Vastrakar,

India win

CHENNAI, Jul 10 (Agencies): Pacer
Pooja Vastrakar ran riot with a career-
best bowling show of 4/13 before
Smriti Mandhana shone with the bat
with an unbeaten half-century as India
thrashed South Africa by 10 wickets in
the third and final women’s T20 Inter-
national to level the series 1-1 here.

Left-arm spinner Radha Yadav (3/6)
also chipped in with a fine performance
of from her three overs to help India
shoot South Africa out for a mere 84 in
17.1 overs after opting to bowl.

India easily chased down the small
target of 85 with 55 balls to spare and
without losing a wicket with opening
batters Mandhana and Shafali Verma
remaining not out on 54 and 27, respec-
tively.

Mandhana hit the winning runs —
a six off Nadine de Klerk — as India
reached 88/0 in 10.5 overs. This was
India’s biggest victory over South Africa
in this format, both in terms of wickets
(10) and balls to spare (55).

Mandhana, who was at her magnifi-
cent best towards the end of the run
chase, hit a six in the 10th over and fol-
lowed it up with two fours and a sixer in
the next to end the contest quickly. This
was her 24th T20I half-century.

The opening duo played smart cricket,
managing 40 for no loss at the end of
the powerplay, with the visitors using
five different bowlers in this phase but
without any success Mandhana and
Verma later went for the big shots to
end the contest quickly. In all, Mand-
hana struck eight fours and two sixes
from the 40 balls she faced while Verma
scored three fours from 25 balls.

South Africa had won the first match
by 12 runs before the second T20I was
washed out on Saturday.

Brief scores: SA: 84 all out in 17.1
overs (Brits 20; Vastrakar 4/13, Radha
3/6); India: 88/0 in 10.5 overs (Mand-
hana 54*, Shafali 27).

Filling Virat Kohli’s big shoes ‘hard’

for Ruturaj Gaikwa

HARARE, Jul 10 (Agencies): India’s
Ruturaj Gaikwad knows well that it will
be “tough” and “hard” to replace retired
Virat Kohli at the No. 3 spot in T20ls
and said he is just focusing on making
valuable contributions with the bat in
whatever position the team leadership
deems fit.

The retirement of Kohli, skipper
Rohit Sharma and all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja from the shortest format
following the T20 World Cup triumph
has opened the doors for the upcom-
ing players and Gaikwad is one such
talented batter who has the potential to
seal a place at the desired spot.

“This is a big topic and | think it's not
the right point to think about it. To even
compare with him (Kohli) or try to fill in
his shoes is relatively very tough and
very hard,” Gaikwad said on the eve
of India’s third T201 against Zimbabwe.

“As | had said in the IPL as well, it is
difficult to fill my best shoes as well.
Definitely, you want to start your career,
you want to start the way you want, you
want to play your own game. So that’s
the priority right now. Focus on one

CHANDIGARH, Jul 10
(Agencies): With Indian
cricket is scaling new
heights with each pass-
ing day, a major portion
of this credit goes to
the young generation of
Punjab cricketers, who
are turning out to be the
flag bearers of Indian
cricket.

After Arshdeep Singh’s
heroics in the recent
T20 World Cup title win,
another emerging star
of Indian cricket from
the state, Shubhman
Gill, got an opportunity
to lead the side in the
ongoing Zimbabwe tour.
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game, focus on how you can contribute
towards the team in whichever position
you play and make sure you are on the
winning side more often than not.”

Gaikwad has batted at No. 3 position
for India in the first two T20ls against
Zimbabwe but the Pune-born cricketer
said he has no preference and will bat
wherever the team requires him.

“No, wherever the team wants, | will
bat there. There is no problem. There is
not much difference between the open-
ing and the No. 3 because you have to
play the new ball. So there is not much
difference,” he said.

Besides, these two,
left-arm all-rounder
Abhishek Sharma
scored a brilliant century
in the second match of
his international debut
against Zimbabwe.
Coming to fill in for the
likes of Yuvraj Singh and
Harbhajan Singh, these
youngsters of Punjab
are only enhancing the
region’s reputation of
producing world-class
cricketers.

Not only in men’s
cricket, but the state is
performing fairly well in
women'’s cricket also. As
hitter Harmanpreet Kaur
leads the current Indian
women’s team, the con-
tribution of the likes of
Tanya Bhatia, Sneh

Rana, Amanjot Kaur and
Manant Kashyap for the
Indian team is not to be
forgotten.

Not just these names,
but Punjab pacer Sid-
dharth Kaul, who repre-
sented the Indian U-19
team and later also the
senior squad, signed a
deal with English County
Northamptonshire,
marking his debut in the
English domestic circuit.

Sandeep Sharma, who
plays for Chandigarh,
had his stint with the
Indian team while play-
ing for Punjab, and Har-
noor Singh, a member of
the U-19 World Cup win-
ning team, also moved
to his parent state
Punjab after a short stint

with a Chandigarh asso-

ciation.

The likes of Gurkeerat
Mann and Mandeep
Singh, also from Punjab,
represented the modern
era of cricketers to bag
fame in international
cricket.

“It's just the beginning.
Many players can make
it to the Indian men’s
and women’s teams.
It's just a matter of time,
the world will see more
players from Punjab in
the Indian squad,” said
Dilsher Khanna, sec-
retary, Punjab Cricket
Association (PCA).

He added, “The asso-
ciation is giving the best
platform to the young-
sters and talented crick-

Wishes pour in for Sunil Gavaskar on 75th birthday

He is the first Mumbaikar to reach the 10,000-run mark in Test cricket

NEW DELHI, Jul 10
(Agencies): As Sunil
Gavaskar touched
another significant mile-
stone in his life, turning
75 on Wednesday, there
was an outpouring of
good wishes for him on
social media where his
legendary exploits with
the bat were recalled
with reverence.

Considered one of the
greatest batters to have
played the game, the
Mumbaikar was the first
to reach the 10,000-run
mark in Test cricket.

‘Happy Birthday, Sunil
Gavaskar! Your bat-
ting technique was so
perfect that you could
play aggressively and
defensively with equal
ease. Best wishes for
everything and have a
wonderful year ahead!
wrote BCCI secretary

eters.

The Sher-e-Punjab
league turned out to be
a huge advantage for
the players.

On the day of getting
his Indian debut call,
Abhishek was playing
in the same league.
It has helped Punjab
players to showcase
their talents for the IPL
teams. Most of our play-
ers have played in the
Indian U-19 teams and
some have even been
included in the India-A
squad.

The (above-men-
tioned) names have
added to the legacy
of former international
players from the region
and the state associa-

Jay Shah on X.
Gavaskar became a
widely-respected com-
mentator after the end
of his illustrious cricket-

tion,” added Khanna.

He also predicted that
the Punjab teams would
perform fairly well in this
year’s domestic circuit,
given the exposure to
the players. For the first
time in the last decade,
the top performers of the
Sher-e Punjab league
have been picked to
play a five-match inter-
national friendly series
against hosts Namibia.
Last November, the
Punjab team won Syed
Mustaq Ali Trophy, their
first national title after
1993.

Not only players, but
representatives of the
PCA are also getting
recognition in interna-
tional cricket. Khanna
is perhaps the youngest
representative of the
association who bagged
the honour of being the
manager of the Indian
T20 World Cup team,
which recently won the
title under the captain-
ship of Rohit Sharma.

Vikram Rathour, who
had coached the Punjab
team in the domestic
circuit, was the bat-
ting coach of the same
T20 World Cup winning
squad. Under his ven-
ture, the Indian team
finished as runners-up
in the 2023 ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup.

ing career, narrating the
nuances of the sport
and giving his critical
analysis one series after
another through his syn-
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dicated columns and TV
appearances.

Congratulating Gavas-
kar on the milestone, IPL
side Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) said
the batting great set the
platform for India’s suc-
cess on the international
stage.

‘The Little Master turns
75 today. Wishing Sunil
Gavaskar, the man who
paved the way for Team
India’s batting revolu-
tion, a very happy birth-
day,” wrote RCB on X.

Gavaskar, who faced
the most fearsome
bowlers in the world but
shunned the helmet,
preferring to play with
a padded floppy hat
instead.

He was given an apt
tribute by IPL franchise
Delhi Capitals, which
said on its social media

post, ‘We tip our Hats
to you, Legend. Happy
Birthday to the man who
brought Sunny Days to
Indian Cricket.’

Former India pace
bowler Munaf Patel
wished Gavaskar many
more years of health.

‘Happy Birthday Suni
(sic) Sir. Wishing you
a healthy life ahead,’
wrote Munaf.

Born in 1949, Gavas-
kar had a trial by fire on
debut when he faced the
fearsome West Indies
bowlers in 1971.

He played his last Test
against Pakistan in 1987
and was a member of
‘Kapil’s Devils’ squad
which lifted the 1983
World Cup trophy in
England, defeating
a star-studded West
Indies in the final.

Rachin Ravindra gets
central contract from New

v -

WELLINGTON, Jul
10 (Agencies): Rachin
Ravindra secured his
very first New Zealand
Cricket contract a year
after being overlooked
for the board’s cen-
tral retainership. The
20-player contract list
has seen Rachin’s Wel-
lington teammate Ben
Sears, Canterbury’s
Will O’Rourke and
Otago’s Jacob Duffy,
left-arm spinner Ajaz
Patel getting added to
the list after missing out
on a contract during the
last year. The Indian-
origin Rachin finally got
the reward for all the
runs he has plundered
across the formats for
New Zealand since last
year.

The all-rounder
emerged as the break-
out star of the ODI

Zealand Cricket

World Cup 2023, which
was held in India. The
24-year-old scored 578
runs from 10 matches
and finished off as the
fourth-highest run-
getter. The batter went
on to make a mark on
the Test circuit as well,
by scoring 240 runs
at Mount Maunganui
against South Africa.
This was the highest
maiden Test century by
a New Zealand batter
and also broke into the
team’s T20I squad.

The rise of Rachin
Ravindra

He was also named
as the ICC Emerging
Player of the Year for
2023 and went onto
become the youngest
recipient of the Sir Rich-
ard Hadlee Medal at the
New Zealand Cricket
Awards.

“Growing up you’'d
see those contract lists
come out each year and
think it would be cool to
be on that list one day
- and for it to eventuate
now is a pinch-myself
moment,” Ravindra was
quoted as saying in an
NZC release. “It's been
a really cool past 12
months playing inter-
national cricket. I've
learned a lot and the
hunger is definitely there
to keep improving and
giving to the Blackcaps.

“It's such a special
group to be in, from
players to support staff
- and that’s been the
most enjoyable part,
to be honest. Playing
a game you love with
your mates for a living
is something very spe-
cial, and | hold it close
to my heart.”

New Zealand’s central-
ly-contracted players for
2024-25:

Finn Allen, Tom
Blundell, Michael Brace-
well, Mark Chapman,
Devon Conway, Jacob
Duffy, Matt Henry, Kyle
Jamieson, Tom Latham,
Daryl Mitchell, Henry
Nicholls, Will O'Rourke,
Ajaz Patel, Glenn Phil-
lips, Rachin Ravindra,
Mitchell Santner, Ben
Sears, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee, Will Youn.
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Manjit Singh asks govt to reduce
electricity tariff in J&K

Demands recruitment of linemen in JPDCL, lauds role of daily wagers

Top News Report

SAMBA, July 10:
Urging the Govt to
reduce the electric-
ity tariff, Apni Party
Provincial President,
Jammu, and Former
Minister, Manjit Singh
today sought clarifica-
tion from the Govt for
denying 24/7 electricity
supply even after charg-
ing huge electricity bills
to the power consumers.

The statement was
given by Manijit Singh
during an extensive tour
of the Bari Brahmana
Block in Samba District.
The Provincial President
Jammu was accom-
panied by Scheduled
Tribe, J&K President of
the Party, Saleem Alam.

While addressing the
people, after they raised
serious concern over
the unscheduled power
cuts, and irregular drink-
ing water supply in the
Block, the Former Min-
ister expressed surprise
as to how the JPDCL
and Jal Shakti Depart-
ment could do with the
people, especially when

the Jammu plains includ-
ing Samba and Kathua is
affected with the heart-
wave.

After hearing the griev-
ances of the people, he
said that apparently the
Govt is not working for
the welfare of the people
as the bureaucracy has
taken over the charge
for the last several years
without an elected Govt.

“As there is no elected
Govt, the problems for

the common masses
have multiplied and the
grievance redressal
system has completely
collapsed,” he added.

He said that the Govt
has failed to ensure 24/7
electricity to the people
even after charging huge
charges.

“These charges have
put additional burden on
the pockets of the gen-
eral masses and led to
strong resentment. The

unscheduled power cuts
have also affected drink-
ing water supply and
overall, it has given rise
to the feeling of discon-
tent among the people
against the Govt,” he
added.

He asked the Govt to
come clear regarding the
existing power crises in
Jammu and Kashmir in
the wake of shortage of
electricity that has col-
lapsed the entire supply

BVP organizes Bhandhara, Medical

Camp on its foundation day

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Bharat
Vikas Parishad (BVP)
organised Bhandhara &
Medical Camp (Ayush)
on the eve of its Foun-
dation day celebrations.
Arun Gupta President
Chamber along with his
team Mates inaugurat-
ed and got themselves
examined by Team of

Sham Langar warns Pakistan to
cease terror support

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Sham
Lal Langar, Convenor of
BJP Trade Cell, Jammu
and Kashmir, today
vehemently condemned
the recent terror attack
on an army convoy in the
Machedi area of Kathua
district. This heinous act
of violence resulted in
casualties among our
brave soldiers who were
performing their duty to
safeguard the nation.

Expressing his deep
sorrow and outrage,
Sham Langar stated,
"Such cowardly attacks
by terrorists are a direct
assault on our nation's
sovereignty and securi-
ty. We stand in solidarity
with the families of the
martyred soldiers and
extend our heartfelt con-
dolences. Their sacrifice
will not be forgotten, and
their bravery will contin-

Doctors vis a vis Phythra-
pist. Addressing media
personnel Prant Presi-
dent Bharat Bhushan
Sharma, Arun Sharma,
National Member NGSC,
Ashok Gupta, National
Member Samparak,
Regional Secretary Prof.
B.B Sharma, highlighted
the importance of Bharat
Vikas Parishad, Dr San-
tosh Gupta, Patron,

ue to inspire us."

Sham Lal Langar
strongly warned Pakistan
to desist from support-
ing and harboring ter-
rorist activities. He said,
"Pakistan must immedi-
ately stop its support to
terrorist outfits operating
from its soil. The continu-
ous backing of terrorism
by Pakistan is a grave
threat to regional peace
and stability. India will
not tolerate such acts of
aggression and will take
all necessary measures
to protect its citizens and
borders."

He further added, "The
international commu-
nity must recognize and
condemn Pakistan's per-
sistent involvement in
promoting terrorism. We
urge global powers to
exert pressure on Paki-
stan to dismantle terror-
ist networks and ensure
that their territory is not

Madhu Gupta, Arti
Gupta Mahila Parmukh,
Branch head of various
Branches, Org Secretary
Romesh, Vijay Sharma
retd. DC state Vice presi-
dent Samparak Parmukh,
Hirday vaid, Ravi Gupta
of Nanak Nagar, Padha
of Tridev Branch, Secre-
tary General Shiv Ram,
Dr Jain were participated
in Hawan & Bhandhara.

used as a launching
pad for attacks against
India."

Sham Langar empha-
sized the BJP's unwav-
ering commitment to
ensuring the safety and
security of the nation.
"Our government, led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, is resolute in its
determination to combat
terrorism in all its forms.
We will continue to
strengthen our defense
capabilities and take
decisive action against
those who threaten our
peace and security."

Sham Langar called
for unity and resilience
among the citizens
of Jammu and Kash-
mir. "We must stand
together in these chal-
lenging times and sup-
port our armed forces in
their efforts to maintain
peace and security in the
region.

system.

The Former Minister
visited several residen-
tial areas, and all of them
raised their voice against
JPDCL for its inability to
provide adequate elec-
tricity supply.

At the time when the
JPDCL failed, he lauded
the role of daily wagers,
who work round the
clock and ensure the
people get electricity.

“These daily wagers
work in very less amount
of daily wager which
should be enhanced to
a respectable level, and
accordingly, the short-
age of linemen is a sign
of poor planning in the
department,” he said,
and demanded that
recruitment for the line-
men should be conduct-
ed to fill up all the vacant
posts in the JPDCL.

He also demanded that
the daily wagers should
be regularized, and their
demand for minimum
wage act should be
implemented so that the
departments in the J&K
Govt continue working
without a break.

Delegation from Virender
Construction calls on Lt
Governor Ladakh

Top News Report

LEH, July 10: A delega-
tion from Virender Con-
struction led by Major
General, TPS Rawat
(Retd), AVSM, VSM,
called on the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ladakh,
Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra
(Retd), at Lieutenant
Governor’s Secretariat.

Advisor to LG, Dr
Pawan Kotwal,; Com-
missioner/Secretary to
LG, L Franklin,; Addi-
tional PCCF, Brij Mohan
Sharma, IFS and Sta-
tion Commander, |AF
Station, Thoise Group
Captain Sanjay Kumar
Yadav were present in
the meeting.

Rawat apprised the LG
of the construction of a
hangar at Thoise Airfield
and informed the non-
availability of construc-
tion material in Nubra
sub-division to carry
out the said work. He
requested the LG’s inter-
vention to allow the use
of a crusher for the con-
struction of the hangar at
Thoise airfield keeping in
view the security of the

nation.

The LG stated that
Thoise Airfield is under
the Karakoram Wildlife
Sanctuary and informed
about the exercise being
carried out by the UT
Administration to ration-
alise the boundaries of
the Wildlife Sanctuary.
He hoped that this area
would be excluded from
the sanctuary when the
rationalisation exercise is
complete so that devel-
opmental works are not
affected.

The LG inquired about
the operation of Thoise
Airfield for civilian use
from Station Com-
mander, Airforce Station
Thoise, Group Captain
Sanjay Kumar Yadav.

Station Commander,
Airforce Station, Thoise,
Group Captain Sanjay
Kumar Yadav informed
the LG that land has
been identified and a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) would be
signed with the Airport
Authority of India (AAI)
to allocate the land and
construct a civilian termi-
nal at Thoise Airfield.

DSWO Leh organizes
Seminar-Cum-Training for
De-Addiction centre staff

Top News Report

LEH, July 10: The Dis-
trict Social Welfare Office
(DSWO), Leh, organized
a one-day seminar-cum-
training for the newly
recruited staff at the Dis-
trict De-addiction Centre.

The training aimed
to equip the staff with
knowledge and skills to
combat drug addiction in
the region.

Nilza Angmo, Dis-
trict Social Officer, Leh
emphasised the need to
understand the contex-
tual aspect of the addic-
tion problem in Leh.
Pallavi Singh, Direc-
tor, Jammu & Kashmir
State Level Coordinating
Agency (SLCA) Society
for Promotion of Youth
and Masses (SPYM)
spoke about the role,
and responsibilities, and
also gave an overview of
the functioning of a de-

addiction centre.

Stanzin Legsmon,
Narcotics Wing, Ladakh
Police, discussed the
legal aspects, while
Urgain Angmo, Coun-
sellor at SNM Hospital,
shared insights into the
current addiction sce-
nario in Ladakh.

ABDPSS’s Amarnath Yatra
Bhandara enters day 11

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 10: Akhil
Bhartiya Dharam Prachar
Sewa Samiti, Jammu and
Kashmir has continuously
been arranging Bhanda-
ra for Baba Amarnathiji
Yatris since June 30,
2024 at Railway Station,
Jammu with enthusiasm
and fervor. The Samiti
has the mission of Public
Service accomplish-
ments which forms the
core of the organization.
The Langar run by the
Samiti run continuously
and provide pure healthy
meals day and night to
pilgrims and devotees
come from across the
country for the darshan
of Baba Amarnath. On
11th day of Bhandara
Mahant Brijmohan ji
Maharaj inaugurated
Bhandarain the presence
of Sunil Shamra, Nation-

al Co-ordinator of the
Akhil Bhartiya Dharam
Prachar Sewa Samiti.
Narinder Dass ji Maharaj
lauded the efforts of the
volunteers of Samiti for
arranging meals for the
yatris coming from dif-
ferent states of India and
abroad.

The National Co-ordi-
nator of the Samiti Sunil
Sharma informed that
today on 6th  day of
Bhandara Large number
of yatris came from dif-
ferent states of India take
meals and appreciated
the efforts of the samiti for
arranging meals day and
night for such a long time
for yatris with sweets
on the directions and
teachings of Bhrahmg-
yani Guruji. The pilgrims
shall be served hygienic,
delicious, energetic and
digestive “sattvic” bhojan
for all days; besides there

&

shall be special and
exclusive arrangement
for pilgrims observing
“fast” on Ekadashi and
other important festival
dates, such arrangement
is available nowhere in
Jammu Transit Camps.

Raman Sharma
informed that For this
purpose, the Akhil Bhar-
tiya Dharam Prachar
Sewa Samiti under the
guidance of Sunil Sharma
actively assisted by vishal
Sharma, Amrit bhivani,
Ajay Kumar and Raman
Kumar have constituted a
team of highly dedicated
Members to serve the
yatries day and night in
the best possible manner.

Among Others who
attended todays Bhanda-
ra namely, Vishal Sharma,
Swatantar Bakshi, Vikram
Sharma, Raja Mankotia
Anil Kumar, Tarachand
and others etc.

GODOWN FOR RENT

Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575

Bari

PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS  ® 247 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

CHESS LEARNING CENTRE

Contact Us:

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess CIasses Today'

Three Classes
a Week

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic
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