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Karan Johar on body 
dysmorphia; the need to put 

out lights during intimacy

Every Indian Indebted To 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, 

Says Amit Shah

Reformist Masoud Pezeshkian 
wins Iran’s presidential runoff 

election, besting hard-liner 
Saeed Jalili

BRIEFLY

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): The stage 
is all set for the grand 
annual Rath Yatra, also 
known as the chariot 
festival of Lord Jagan-
nath and his siblings 
which is scheduled to 
commence on Sunday 
in the sacred coastal 
city of Puri. However, 
the Meteorological 
Department (IMD) has 
forecasted heavy rain-
fall in Odisha for the 
coming two days

The weather depart-
ment of Bhubaneswar 
Reg iona l  Cent re 
informed that due to a 
cyclonic circulation over 
the East-central Bay of 
Bengal, heavy rainfall 
is expected over the 
regions of Mayurbhanj, 
Koraput, and Malkangiri 
districts on Saturday.

On Sunday, July 7, 
heavy to very heavy 
rainfall is anticipated 
in Gajapati, Rayagada, 
Kalahandi, Nabarang-
pur, Khurda, Nayagarh, 
Cuttack, Puri, Mayurb-
hanj, Keonjhar, Koraput, 
Malkangiri, Kandhamal, 
and Ganjam districts, 
the IMD bulletin said 
agency.

The weather depart-
ment issued yellow 
warnings for Keonjhar, 
Mayurbhanj, Malkangiri, 
Koraput, Rayagada,

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies) : The traffic 
police has fined more 
than 12,000 people 
for drunk driving from 
January 1 till June 30, 
an almost 27 per cent 
increase over the cor-
responding period of the 
previous year, officials 
said on Saturday.

The highest number of 
fines, 770, were issued 
in the Rajouri Garden 
Circle area, followed by 
514 in the Samaypur 
Badli Circle area, data 
showed.

From January 1 till 
June 30, police have 
fined 12,468 people for 
drunk driving, compared 
to 9,837 during the same 
period last year. This is 
an almost 27 per cent 
increase in prosecutions, 
the traffic police said.

Besides Rajour i 
Garden and Samaypur 
Badli, the Rohini (441), 
Punjabi Bagh (387), 
Mehrauli (367), Mayur 
Vihar (364), Narela 
Circle (364), Kalkaji 
(344), Karol Bagh (342) 
and the Sadar Bazar 
(342) circles were among 
the areas that reported a 
high number of cases of 
drunk driving, the data 
showed.

MUZAFFARNAGAR, 
Jul 6 (Agencies): Both the 
buses were en route to 
Haridwar in Uttarakhand 
from Rajasthan. Muzaf-
farnagar. One person 
was killed and 17 were 
injured when two buses 
overturned and one fell 
into a roadside ditch here, 
police said on Saturday

SRINAGAR, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Former Law 
Minister and PDP Senior 
leader Syed Basharat 
Bukhari on Saturday 
urged administration to 
make adequate arrange-
ments during Muharram.

In a statement, Bukhari 
said that Muharram Pro-
cessions carry a huge 
religious significance 
among Muslim Ummah, 
therefore, the administra-
tion need to have a com-
prehensive strategy in 
place for providing facili-
ties to the mourners.

The PDP leader, mean-
while spoke to Deputy 
Commissioner Baramulla 
Urging him to ensure that 
all necessary arrange-
ments are made in Shia 
dominated areas in 
Baramulla district partic-
ularly in Wagoora-Kreeri 
Constituency including 
Hygam, Bulgam, Autho-
ra, Watergam and other 
areas of the district.

Jagannath Rath 
Yatra 2024: Heavy 
Rainfall May Lash 
Odisha Districts, 
IMD Issues Alerts 
For 2 Days

Over 12 000 
drunk drivers 
fined between 
Jan 1 and Jun 30

One killed, 17 injured 
as 2  buses overturn 
in UP’s Muzaffarnagar

Ahead of Muharram, 
Basharat Bukhari seeks 
availability of adequate 
facilities during holy 
processions

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): The Union 
Budget for the financial 
year 2024–25 will be 
tabled in the Lok Sabha 
on July 23. The budget 
session of the parlia-
ment is scheduled to be 
conducted between July 
22 and August 12.

While announcing the 
schedule, Union Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju on his 
official X handle said, 
“President of India, on 
the recommendation 
of the Government of 

India, has approved the 
proposal for summoning 
both the Houses of Par-
liament for the Budget 

Session, 2024, from July 
22, 2024, to August 12, 
2024 (subject to exigen-
cies of Parliamentary 

Business).”
Hon’ble President of 

India, on the recommen-
dation of Government of 
India, has approved the 
proposal for summon-
ing of both the Houses 
of Parliament for the 
Budget Session, 2024 
from 22nd July, 2024 to 
12 August, 2024 (Sub-
ject to exigencies of Par-
liamentary Business). 
Union Budget,Kiren 
Rijiju (@KirenRijiju) July 
6, 202

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): For the Con-
gress in the national capi-
tal, post the Lok Sabha 
polls, it has been a quick 
change of tack and it has 
swiftly resumed its adver-
sarial stance against the 
ruling Aam Aadmi Party 
amidst clear indications 
emanating from the party 
that it will not tie up with 
the AAP in the coming 
assembly elections in 
Delhi.

The Congress and the 
AAP had a seat-sharing 
arrangement in Delhi 
for the Lok Sabha polls, 

with the top leaders of 
the two parties such as 
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind 
Kejriwal calling upon the 
workers of the two par-
ties to collaborate. But 
the bonhomie has fast 

dissipated post the Lok 
Sabha elections. At the 
state level, according to 
local Congress leaders, 
there is no scope for an 
alliance with the AAP.

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): President 
Droupadi Murmu on 
Friday conferred 10 
Kirti Chakras, including 
seven posthumously, to 
personnel of the Army 
and paramilitary forces 
for displaying indomi-
table courage and 
extraordinary valour in 
the line of duty.

Kirti Chakra is India’s 
second-highest peace-
time gallantry award.

President Murmu, 
who is the Supreme 
Commander of the 
armed forces, also 
presented 26 Shau-
rya Chakras, including 
seven posthumously, 
to the personnel of the 
armed forces, Central 

Armed Police Forces 
and state/Union Ter-
ritory police during a 
defence investiture 
ceremony held at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
the defence ministry 
said in a statement.

Sepoy Pawan Kumar 
of The Grenadiers, 55th 
Battalion, the Rashtriya

SRINAGAR, Jul 6 
(Agencies): A soldier of 
the elite unit was injured 
in an ongoing gun battle 
that broke out between 
militants and security 
forces in Kulgam district 
of  Jammu and Kashmir 
on Saturday, officials 
said.

The gun battle broke 
out at a time when there 
is a heightened security 

across the valley due to 
the ongoing Amarnath 
yatra that started on last 
Saturday from the twin 
tracks of Nunwan-Pahal-
gam route in Anantnag 
district and the Baltal 
route in Ganderbal dis-
trict.

The encounter erupted 
at Modergam Village of 
Kulgam when joint teams 

JAMMU, Jul 6 (Agen-
cies): Two Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) person-
nel, including an assis-
tant sub-inspector, were 
killed in separate road 
accidents in Kathua and 
Udhampur districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Saturday, officials said.

ASI Parshotam Singh 
(58), a resident of Him-
achal Pradesh, lost his 

life, while two of his col-
leagues were rescued 
when their vehicle skid-
ded off the road and 
fell into Ujh canal near 
Rajbagh in Kathua dis-
trict, they said.

They said Singh was 
driving the car when he 
lost control over the vehi-
cle while moving from 
Jasrota to Rajbagh.

JAMMU, Jul 6 (Agen-
cies): Ahead of the 
assembly polls, Union 
Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy, who is in charge 
of poll-bound  Jammu 
and Kashmir, said on 
July 6 that they are con-
ducting a review and will 
discuss the upcoming 
programs of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) in 

the Union Territory.
The BJP will hold an 

executive meeting with 
its Jammu and Kashmir 
unit on July 6, which 
will be chaired by Union 
Minister J.P. Nadda, who 
will arrive in Jammu city 
later in the day. The 
meeting will be held in 
Jammu

RAMBAN, Jul 6 (Agen-
cies): To ensure safe and 
efficient movement of pil-
grims and other commut-
ers during the holy Ama-
rnath Yatra, the Jammu 
and Kashmir Traf f ic 
Police have issued an 
advisory on National 
Highway-44 with cut-off 
timings and instructions 
for various convoy and 

non-convoy movements.
Speaking to agency on 

Saturday, Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Traf-
fic (NH-44) Rohit Bas-
kotra, outlined specific 
cut-off times and guide-
lines for managing the 
traffic during the Amar-
nath Yatra.

 “After the Amarnath 
Yatra convoy sets off in 

the morning, the non-
convoy vehicles plying 
on the NH-44 can cross 
Nagrota around noon, 
J ikhain i  Udhampur 
around 1 pm, Chandra-
kot Ramban around 2 
pm, and Banihal around 
3 pm, after which they 
will not be allowed,” he 
said.

Union Budget 2024-25 to be 
presented in Lok Sabha on July 23

Why Congress is not keen on alliance 
with AAP in Delhi and Haryana

President Droupadi Murmu confers 
10 Kirti Chakras, 26 Shaurya Chakras

Soldier injured in gun battle 
with terrorists in Kulgam

Two BSF personnel killed in 
separate road accidents in J&K

BJP reviews strategy, plans future 
programs in J&K: G. Kishan Reddy

Amarnath Yatra: J-K Police issue special traffic 
advisory for yatra convoy, non-convoy movement
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Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: Dr 
Varinder Sharma, Co-
convenor Professional 
Cell Bhartiya Janata Party 
(BJP) today said that the 
kind of development that 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
witnessed in past ten 
years is exemplary and 
could be set as a bench-
mark for future growth of 
this Union Territory (UT) 
which has always faced 
sheer neglect in the hands 
of previous rulers, major-
ity of whom were dynasts 
and didn’t want people to 
progress, become pros-
perous or self-reliant. Now 
that controversial article 
370 stands abrogated 
and doors of development 
opened for commoners, 
there’s no limit to develop-
ment or prosperity.

Dr Varinder Sharma 
said that as desired by 
the union minister of coal 
and mines, G Krishna 
Reddy who is also elec-
tion in-charge of J&K 
BJP, professional cell of 
party is fully geared up 
to face elections and had 
immense data that can 

be shared with common 
people enabling them to 
count their blessings in 
days to come. Massive 
infrastructural develop-
ment that’s been com-
pleted or in being built 
testifies how the UT is 
emerging as the most 
sought-after destination 
of pilgrims, tourists and 
especially investors.

Locked from all sides 
with mountains, interna-
tional borders or states, 
Jammu and Kashmir was 
confined to a marginalised 
kind of development but 
ever since massive road 
network and rail link up 
to Kashmir has come 
into existence, the UT is 
well geared up to make 
the presence of mega 
investors felt in a big 
way in days to come, Dr 
Varinder said adding that 
be it religious places like 
Mata Vaishno Devi or Shri 
Amarnath Ji cave shrine, 
educational institutions 
like IIT or IIM besides 
health institutions like 
AIIMS, Jammu and Kash-
mir could never ever have 
witnessed their presence 
here during the regime of 

Congress, PDP or NC.
It's because of the 

visionary policies of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
that J&K is developing 
at par with any other UT 
or state in the country. 
In addition to this, what-
ever BJP had said in his 
party manifesto during 
past elections including 
abrogation of article 370, 
everything stands done 
in the larger interest of 
people. Now from here 
onwards J&K is writing a 
new chapter of develop-
ment and prosperity in 
which young boys and 
girls are equal partners 
and are writing their own 
destiny.

Away from violence of 
gun culture, Jammu and 
Kashmir youth are doing 
their best and adding 
to their socio-economic 
upliftment in a big way. 
The BJP leader said, 
political parties like Con-
gress, NC or PDP are 
terribly shaken to witness 
this kind of development 
which is why they still are 
trying to create confusion 
amongst masses, polar-
ise societies, misguide 

youngsters or trying to 
play same old divisive 
politics to create enmi-
ties between regions and 
religions but nothing is 
going to work as people 
have come to know about 
their old tactics of staying 
in power.

Dr Varinder Sharma 
said, “Professional Cell 
of J&K BJP is all geared 
up to visit every nook and 
corner of J&K and make 
people know about mas-
sive roads and bridges 
that are connected Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari, 
health sector that’s pro-
viding people insurance, 
education that’s coming 
up with world class insti-
tutions, borders that have 
fallen silent and tour-
ism that’s attracting mil-
lions”. These, he said, will 
ensure that BJP emerges 
triumphant in the coming 
Assembly poll. He added 
that the Modi Government 
is committed to pace up 
the development in 
Jammu & Kashmir which 
people realise and are 
prepared to receive with 
open arms.

Dr Varinder also appre-

ciated the work done by 
party president Ravinder 
Raina, incharge J&K and 
Ladakh, Tarun Chugh, 
Union Minister, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh, MP Jugal 
Kishore Sharma, MP 
(Rajya Sabha) Ghulam 
Ali Khatana, Seh-Prab-
hari, J&K, Ashish Sood, 
former Dy CM, Dr. Nirmal 
Singh and former Dy. CM 
Kavinder Gupta in taking 
party's programmes and 
policies amongst masses 
during past several years.

“CONG, NC, PDP EXPLOITED PEOPLE"

BJP has substantial credentials to win 
elections in J&K: Dr Varinder

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: Hail-
ing the reappointment of 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP)National General 
Secretary, Tarun Chugh 
as Prabhari of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Ladakh 
UTs, BJP J&K Executive 
Member Raman Suri on 
Saturday said that Tarun 
Chugh is well-versed 
with the politics, geog-
raphy, and social fabric 
of the UTs and has been 
managing party affairs 
ably. His reappointment 
will give a fillip and new 
direction to party activi-
ties, especially when 
J&K is heading towards 
assembly elections in 
months to come.

Raman Suri said, the 
decision to reappoint 
Tarun Chugh as Prab-
hari of J&K taken by party 
leadership is in the larger 
interest of the party and 
its functions here. He 
also hailed the reappoint-
ment of Ashish Sood as 
Seh Prabhari for J&K UT. 
Committed to national 

integration, Tarun Chugh, 
he said had actively been 
exposing those leaders 
in J&K who promoted 
secessionism or favoured 
a dialogue with hostile 
neighbouring countries 
like Pakistan. 

Hailing from Amritsar 
district of Punjab and 
being a MBA in HR, 
Tarun Chugh is well-
versed with the socio-
political affairs of J&K 
and has been taking the 
anti-national elements 
head on. His in-depth 
knowledge about politics 
of J&K, BJP’s internal 
affairs, Union Govern-
ment’s programmes and 
policies viz-a-viz J&K, 
socio-economic condi-
tions prevailing here, 

and the role of youth post 
abrogation of Article 370 
has enabled him to work 
effectively and strength-
en the party at all levels.

Tarun Chugh, Raman 
Suri said, started his 
political career from 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) and with 
immense experience, he 
now possesses in-depth 
understanding of the 
political processes, party 
ideologies, and guiding 
principles of Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). He 
had also delivered well 
in J&K, Ladakh as well 
as in Telangana as party 
in-charge. His ability to 
plan campaign strate-
gies, coordination and 
implementation will be 
quite handy for the party 
leadership in J&K in days 
to come.

Raman Suri said, Tarun 
Chugh had also handled 
party affairs well in Anda-
man, Nicobar and Delhi 
and mobilized individu-
als and organizations at 
all levels. Having able 
leadership skills, he has 

also served as President 
of BJYM, Amritsar in 
1993 and displayed his 
motivational skills. He 
is remembered for his 
Yuva Chetna Yatra that 
he undertook in 1999 and 
covered a stretch of 2100 
kms, touching almost all 
district headquarters in 
Punjab.

A strong believer of edu-
cation for all, he works 
tirelessly to ensure that 
the party's programmes 
and policies reach every 
nook and corner of 
the state or UT that he 
becomes in-charge of.

Raman Suri said that 
with him taking over as 
in-charge of J&K again, 
the party will get even 
more strengthened at 
all levels and will do well 
in the upcoming assem-
bly elections. His vision 
to strengthen the party, 
especially in Kashmir, 
has already been bear-
ing fruits and making 
more and more people 
join BJP to strengthen the 
hands of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
ongoing Langer Sewa at 
Jammu Central Maha-
jan Sabha (JCMS) has 
received signif icant 
support from commu-
nity leaders and officials 
during its eighth day.

Sachin Kumar Vaishya, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Jammu, Romesh Chan-
der Gupta, President of 
JCMS, and Arun Gupta, 
President of CCI Jammu, 
joined in serving meals 
to the public.

The Langer Sewa is 
being organized through-
out the duration of the 
holy Amarnath Yatra, 
accommodating pil-
grims from across India 
and abroad who transit 
through Jammu before 
proceeding to the sacred 
cave.

Sachin Kumar Vaishya 
expressed satisfaction 
with the facilities provid-
ed by JCMS, highlighting 
Jammu's role as a crucial 
stopover for thousands 
of visitors who stay for 
several days.

Seema  Parhiar, SDM 
R.S.Pura, Incharge 
Mahajan  Hall, Jammu 
also accompanied  with  
DC Jammu alongwith her 
team officers on duty .

Various religious and 
social organizations, 
including JCMS, have 
been instrumental in pro-
viding essential servic-
es such as registration 
counters and hygienic 
vegetarian meals.

Romesh Gupta empha-
sized that visitors at the 
Sabha premises have 

access to amenities like 
toilets, bathrooms, and 
drinking water, alongside 
nutritious meals served 
in the langer. Arun 
Gupta, President of CCI, 
commended JCMS for 
their dedicated service 
during the yatra period.

Shiv Partap Gupta, 
Senior Vice President, 
and Sanjay Mahajan, 
General Secretary, 
urged members and 
residents of Jammu to 
contribute to the Langar 
Sewa initiative, ensur-

ing that pilgrims are well 
cared for during their 
stay.

Present during the 
Langer Sewa were 
office bearers of JCMS, 
including Shiv Pratap 
Gupta, Harinder Gupta, 
Sanjay Mahajan, Subash 
Gupta, Balbir Gupta, Atul 
Gupta, Surinder Gupta, 
C .P Gupta, Ram Saroop 
Gupta, Satish Gupta, 
Darshan Gupta, Vijay 
Gupta, Rajan Gupta, 
Balraj Gupta, and Bhu-
vnashwar Gupta.

Top News Report

RAMNAGAR, July 6: 
Government Degree 
College (GDC) Ram-
nagar organized Planta-
tion Drive in collaboration 
with Forest Department 
Ramnagar Division under 
the guidance of Prof. (Dr 
) Bhavnaish Chand (Prin-
cipal GDC Ramnagar). 
Mega Plantation and 
cleanliness drive were 
carried out in the col-
lege campus which was 
carried out by Prof. (Dr.) 

Bhavnaish Chand, Ashish 
Thakur (Ranger), Vinod 
Kumar, Sh.Rangeel Singh 
from Forest Department, 
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff and students of 
the college.

In the drive an orienta-
tion session was organ-
ised where the officials 
from forest division inter-
acted with students and 
discussed the issues of 
land restoration, deserti-
fication and drought resil-
ience.

About 50 plants were 

planted in the college 
premises. In the end, 
Prof. Bhavnaish Chand 
shared his views on the 
relevance of Plantation 
drive. Vote of thanks was 
delivered by Dr. Sham 
Singh (Hod Geology).

The program was 
attended by Prof. Par-
minder Kumar, Prof. 
Tanmeet Kour Prof. Sunil 
Kumar and Dr. Puyesh 
Kant Sharma , Dr. Sham 
Singh, Prof. Sanjay Mal-
hotra and Prof. Jewan 
Kumar.

Tarun Chugh as J&K Prabhari will strengthen 
BJP, lead it to new heights: Raman

DC Jammu, community leaders 
participate in Langer Sewa at JCMS

GDC Ramnagar organizes 
Plantation Drive
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By: Patralekha Chatterjee

In times of war, bridges make 
attractive targets. They are 
attacked. Their collapse dis-

rupts the enemy’s lines of commu-
nication. It is called “bridge bust-
ing”. But what explains the col-
lapse of not one, but ten bridges, 
in just over a fortnight, in Bihar? 
Bridges have been collapsing with 
monotonous regularity in Bihar, 
catapulting the state to the status 
of a top headline-grabber amid all 
the turbulent national and inter-
national news. The state govern-
ment, headed by JD(U) chief Nitish 
Kumar, a nine-time chief minister 
and an engineer by training, has 
responded in predictable ways -- it 
has set up a high-level committee to 
probe the recent bridge collapses; it 
is talking about stern action against 
anyone found guilty of lapses. The 
Bihar Engineering Services Associa-
tion (BESA) has warned that there 
could be more such collapses in the 
monsoon season, when rivers are 
in spate.

The BESA has demanded a struc-
tural audit of all recently completed 
and under-construction bridges in 
the state. Familiar questions are 
being asked about the possible use 
of substandard materials by con-
tractors, poor maintenance, carry-
ing capacity and lack of resilience 
in extreme weather.

While Bihar’s record of collaps-
ing bridges may be hard to match, 
this is not a new story, nor is it only 
about Bihar. A suspension bridge 
over Machchhu river in Morbi city, 
Gujarat, collapsed in October 2022. 
Scan the headlines in recent days, 
and disasters leap out, from dif-
ferent corners of the country. Not 
just bridges. On June 28, in Delhi 
Airport’s Terminal 1, a canopy col-
lapsed after heavy rain, leading 
to the death of a 45-year-old taxi 
driver, the sole breadwinner for his 
family, and injuries to many more. 
Canopies of two other airports -- 

at Jabalpur and Rajkot -- have also 
collapsed in recent days. As I write 
comes the news of a portion of the 
four-lane Gurgaon-Sohna elevated 
flyover caving in again, within eight 
months, and a slab of another fly-
over collapsing on a moving car in 
Mumbai’s Andheri area. The list 
goes on.

A common thread emerges from 
all the talk about investigations 
and compensation. It knits the 
recent disasters, and should force 
us to turn our gaze to the other 
side of India’s infrastructure story, 
beyond ribbon-cutting and inaugu-
rations. Why is the government at 
the Centre, and in affected states, so 
quiet on maintenance and regular 
structural and safety audits? What 
is being done to equip critical infra-
structure for climate-change fuelled 
extreme weather?

 “Every structure is meant to last 
for a certain number of years. It 
comes with an ‘expiry date’. That 
works if there is regular mainte-
nance. Every structure must be 
maintained. It must be subjected 
to a rigorous structural audit. This 
means paying attention and prompt 
response to recommendations and 
strengthening the structure when 
necessary. That is key to avoiding 
a disaster. But unfortunately, in 
India, often there is a silo approach 
to development which hampers 
collaboration of every stakeholder. 
Whether in construction or main-
tenance or audit, one must look at 
who is doing the job and whether 
they are qualified for it,” says Dr 
Rita Savla, a medical doctor and 
founder-director of RADHEE 
Disaster and Education Foundation, 
a Mumbai-based NGO working in 
post-disaster trauma management 
and road safety.

 “This also means scrutinising how 
tenders are drafted, how companies 
are selected when it comes to con-
struction and maintenance. There 
have been many disasters in the 
past. We have not learnt too many 

lessons. This leads to a culture of 
impunity. Because errant parties 
know they will get away,” she adds.

The government routinely out-
sources many projects to private 
firms but, as Dr Savla points out, 
“the overall oversight remains with 
the government”. When lapses are 
detected after a disaster, govern-
ment officials are merely trans-
ferred. But as she says: “A transfer 
is not a punishment… There is tre-
mendous lethargy in the system. It 
is critical that a tender is drafted in 
a language that does not leave loop-
holes. There should be a strict moni-
toring system to prevent disasters. 
Finally, it is very important to look 
at what happens after a disaster.” 
If a bridge collapses, people can get 
injured. Post-disaster, it is medical 
help that determines the fate of a 
person, whether she or he will sur-
vive or die, as Dr Savla points out. 
“We should talk about the rights 
of survivors if they are injured -- 
which means access to required 
medical care which should not 
only save life, but also ensure early 
recovery, prevent disability along 
with financial compensation.”

One common refrain in the wake 
of the recent infrastructure-related 
disasters pivots around intense 
rainfall. But it should surprise no 
one that it rains during the rainy 
season. And in times of climate 
change, erratic and extreme weath-
er are the new normal. The discus-
sion should be around what is being 
done.

 “Climate change will likely lead 
to more extreme weather events, 
exacerbating the effect on airports 
that are already affected and put-
ting at risk those that have not yet 
experienced climate-related adverse 
effects. Airports face numerous cli-
mate challenges which may impact 
their operations, infrastructure, and 
business continuity,” notes a report 
by the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation.

Many airports around the world 

have begun adapting to wild weath-
er swings. Amsterdam’s Schiphol 
Airport, for example, has installed a 
special hydraulic model developed 
to calculate a variety of climatic sce-
narios and established new stan-
dards for drainage.

What about India?
 “The country’s urban infrastruc-

ture is not developed with climate 
resilience in mind. We need to pre-
pare our infrastructure for intense 
storms and floods that climate 
change will churn out in the next 
fifty years,” says Dr Roxy Koll, cli-
mate scientist at the Indian Institute 
of Tropical Meteorology and lead 
author of IPCC (Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change) reports.

Niranjan Sahoo, a senior fellow at 
the Observer Research Foundation, 
also notes that “extreme weather 
events are becoming a regular phe-
nomenon. Our infrastructure plan-
ning, as evident from recent inci-
dents, is clearly out of sync with 
requirements”.

Worryingly, disasters are weap-
onised in political battles in hyper- 
polarised India. Discussions pivot 
around who inaugurated a struc-
ture, and not when the last safety 
audit was done. Despite all the 
brouhaha, even today, an ordinary 
citizen does not know when Delhi’s 
Terminal 1 had its last safety audit 
and whether it was overseen by a 
government agency.

 “Sharpening polarisation around 
infrastructure is very unfortunate. 
Instead of owning up and invest-
ing on their upkeep, it has become 
a blame game between the two 
principal (political) parties. In the 
process of scoring points, the moot 
issues of climate resilient infrastruc-
ture are lost,” says Mr Sahoo.

The new coalition government, 
headed by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, promises a “Viksit 
Bharat” (Developed India) by 2047. 
Collapsing bridges and airports are 
not good promos.

By: Vijay GarG 

For medical graduates, the 
journey doesn’t end with the 
culmination of clinical prac-

tice. While clinical practice remains 
a traditional and highly respected 
career path, the field of medicine 
studies offers a vast and expansive 
landscape of diverse opportunities 
that extend far beyond the realm of 
direct patient care. These alternative 
career paths provide avenues for 
medical graduates to branch out, 
discover new horizons, and make 
a profound impact on healthcare in 
ways that transcend the boundar-
ies of traditional clinical practice. 
Whether you’re seeking a change 
of pace, looking to explore new 
avenues, or eager to contribute to 
healthcare on a broader scale, the 
possibilities are boundless.

Alternative career paths that 
await medical graduates, opening 
doors to exciting opportunities and 
allowing them to leverage their 
internationally-recognised medical 
degree and their study of medicine 
in Malaysia. So, let’s embark on this 
exploration of career paths that go 
beyond the traditional confines of 
clinical practice and uncover the 
multitude of possibilities that lie 
ahead for medical graduates.

1. Medical Research and Academia
For those with a passion for inqui-

ry and a thirst for knowledge, a 
career in medical research and aca-
demia may be a perfect fit. Medical 
graduates can contribute to ground-
breaking discoveries, advance-
ments in medical science, and the 
development of innovative treat-
ments. Pursuing research grants, 
publishing research papers, and col-
laborating with experts in the field 
are some of the avenues available 
to medical graduates in the realm 

of medical research. Additionally, 
academia offers opportunities to 
teach, mentor aspiring healthcare 
professionals, and shape the future 
of medicine through education and 
curriculum development.

2. Public Health and Global Health
If your interests lie in population 

health, disease prevention, and 
healthcare policy, a career in public 
health may be a rewarding choice. 
Public health professionals work to 
improve the overall health of com-
munities, develop and implement 
health programmes, and address 
health disparities on a larger scale. 
Medical graduates can contribute 
their clinical expertise to public 
health organisations, government 
agencies, non-profit organisations, 
and international health initia-
tives. From designing public health 
interventions to analysing epide-
miological data and advocating for 
evidence-based policies, a career in 
public health allows medical gradu-
ates to make a substantial impact on 
the health and well-being of com-
munities.

3. Health Administration and 
Healthcare Management

For individuals with a keen inter-
est in the business side of health-
care, a career in health adminis-
tration and healthcare manage-
ment can provide a dynamic and 
influential role. Medical graduates 
can pursue positions in hospital 
administration, healthcare consult-
ing firms, health insurance compa-
nies, or healthcare organisations. 
With their clinical background and 
understanding of healthcare sys-
tems, they can contribute to the stra-
tegic planning, policy development, 
quality improvement, and efficient 
delivery of healthcare services. A 
career in health administration and 
healthcare management allows 

medical graduates from medical 
universities in Malaysia to influence 
the organisational and operational 
aspects of healthcare, fostering posi-
tive change on a broader scale.

4. Medical Writing and Commu-
nication

If you have strong communication 
skills and a knack for translating 
complex medical information into 
accessible content, a career in medi-
cal writing and communication 
may be a fulfilling choice. Medical 
graduates can explore opportuni-
ties in medical journalism, scientific 
writing, medical education, health-
care marketing, and pharmaceutical 
communications. 

By conveying medical knowledge 
through various mediums such as 
articles, reports, educational mate-
rials, or multimedia presentations, 
medical writers and communicators 
play a crucial role in disseminat-
ing accurate medical information to 
healthcare professionals, patients, 
and the general public. This career 
path provides opportunities for 
medical graduates to showcase their 
expertise in the field of medicine.

5. Medical Technology and Inno-
vation

With the rapid advancements in 
healthcare technology, medical 
graduates can contribute to the 
development and implementation 
of innovative solutions. From digi-
tal health startups to medical device 
companies, there are diverse oppor-
tunities to leverage technology for 
improved patient care, diagnostics, 
telemedicine, and data analytics. 
Medical graduates with an entre-
preneurial spirit and a passion for 
innovation can explore roles in 
healthcare technology startups, 
research and development, product 
management, or healthcare consult-
ing focused on emerging technolo-

gies. Malaysia, with its vibrant med-
ical field study, offers a conducive 
environment for medical graduates 
to contribute to the advancement of 
medical technology.

6. Medical Consulting and Indus-
try

Medical graduates possess a deep 
understanding of medical science, 
patient care, and healthcare systems, 
making them valuable assets in the 
healthcare consulting and industry 
sectors. Consulting firms, pharma-
ceutical companies, biotechnology 
firms, and medical device manu-
facturers seek medical expertise to 
guide their strategies, regulatory 
compliance, clinical trials, medical 
affairs, and product development. 
A career in medical consulting and 
industry allows medical graduates 
to utilise their knowledge gained 
from their Bachelor of Medicine. It 
offers opportunities for collabora-
tion and involvement in shaping the 
future of healthcare.

As a medical graduate, your 
options are not limited to clini-
cal practice alone. Exploring these 
alternative career paths can lead to 
fulfilling and impactful careers that 
utilise your medical expertise while 
expanding your horizons. Take the 
time to reflect on your passions, 
strengths, and long-term goals, 
and consider how these alternative 
paths align with your aspirations. 
By embracing these diverse oppor-
tunities, you can chart a unique and 
rewarding career journey that goes 
beyond the confines of traditional 
clinical practice.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout)

The arrival of the monsoon in India is an 
eagerly awaited annual event, critical 
not only for agriculture but also for 

the overall economy and livelihoods of millions 
across the country. In 2024, the monsoon’s 
onset and progression have been significant, 
marking both relief and challenges for differ-
ent regions.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
declared the onset of the southwest monsoon 
over Kerala on June 1, 2024, consistent with 
its normal arrival date. This announcement 
was met with anticipation and optimism, espe-
cially after the previous year’s erratic rainfall 
patterns that impacted agricultural output in 
several states.

The monsoon’s timely onset brought initial 
showers to Kerala and gradually progressed 
northwards, covering significant parts of the 
southern and eastern states. By mid-June, 
states like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Telangana had received substan-
tial rainfall, replenishing reservoirs and reju-
venating parched lands. The early monsoon 
rains provided relief to farmers preparing for 
the kharif sowing season, boosting their con-
fidence in agricultural prospects for the year.

However, the monsoon’s progress was not 
uniform across the country. Parts of central and 
western India experienced delayed onset and 
erratic rainfall patterns, causing concerns in 
states heavily dependent on agriculture. Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, and parts of Madhya Pradesh 
faced delayed monsoon arrival, impacting 
sowing schedules and agricultural planning. 
Farmers in these regions had to adjust their 
strategies based on the evolving rainfall pat-
terns, highlighting the unpredictability inher-
ent in monsoon dynamics.

In northern India, including states like 
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, the mon-
soon arrived on time but with varying intensi-
ty. Some areas received heavy rainfall, leading 
to localized flooding and waterlogging, while 
others experienced below-average rainfall, 
necessitating cautious water management 
strategies.

The northeastern states witnessed abundant 
rainfall from the onset of the monsoon, con-
tributing to lush greenery and replenishing 
rivers and water bodies. Assam, Meghalaya, 
and Arunachal Pradesh benefited from the 
monsoon’s consistent presence, supporting 
their predominantly agrarian economies and 
ensuring adequate water supply for irrigation 
and household needs.

The monsoon’s impact extends beyond agri-
culture, influencing various sectors of the 
economy. The tourism industry in hill sta-
tions and coastal areas witnessed an influx 
of visitors seeking respite from the heat and 
enjoying the natural beauty enhanced by mon-
soon showers. However, the construction and 
infrastructure sectors faced challenges due to 
intermittent rainfall, affecting project time-
lines and logistics.

In urban areas, the monsoon brought relief 
from the scorching summer heat but also 
posed challenges such as waterlogging, traffic 
disruptions, and occasional power outages. 
Municipal authorities worked to mitigate these 
issues through improved drainage systems 
and disaster preparedness measures, ensuring 
minimal disruption to daily life.

Looking ahead, meteorologists and policy-
makers continue to monitor the monsoon’s 
progression closely, analyzing rainfall patterns 
and their implications for agriculture, water 
resources, and socio-economic activities. The 
timely distribution of rainfall across regions 
will be crucial for agricultural productivity, 
food security, and overall economic stability.

In conclusion, while the arrival of the mon-
soon in 2024 brought much-needed relief to 
parts of India, its uneven distribution and vary-
ing intensity underscore the country’s depen-
dence on timely and well-distributed rainfall. 
As the monsoon season progresses, concert-
ed efforts in water management, agricultural 
planning, and disaster preparedness will be 
essential to harnessing its benefits while miti-
gating potential risks.

EDITORIAL

Exploring Career Paths Beyond Clinical Practice

Collapsing bridges, airports no promo for ‘Viksit Bharat’
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Top News Report

DODA, July 6: To cel-
ebrate World Zoonoses 
Day 2024, the District 
Surveillance Unit, IDSP 
under District Health 
Society Doda organized 
a debate cum aware-
ness programme, on the 
transmission, control and 
prevention of Zoonoses 
at Make Shift Campus, 
Govt Medical College 
Doda.

Deputy Commissioner 
Doda Harvinder Singh 
was the Chief Guest 
who inaugurated the 
programme in presence 
of Chief Medical Officer 
Doda Dr Om Kumar, 
Chief Animal Husband-
ry Officer Dr Mayen ud 
Din, EO MC Doda Amit 
Sharma, Chief Accounts 
Officer GMC Doda Mohd 
Iqbal Ganai, BMO Ghat 
Dr Ab Gafoor, BMO Assar 
Dr Shabir Dar, Dr Walied 
Khawar Balwan, Ranger 
Wildlife Kishtwar Bansi 
Lal Bhandari, Mohd Shafi 
Attu and Principal ANMT 
Doda Anusuya Bhan, Sr 
Journalist Naseer Khora 
& Adv Sanjeev Rana.

The programme was 
attended by Medical Offi-
cers from different Blocks 
besides Paramedical 
Nursing Students from 
different Institutions of 
the district.

In his welcome address, 
District Epidemiolo-
gist Umar Anayat wel-
comed all the guests and 
informed the participants 
that World Zoonosis 
Day is observed on July 
6th every year to raise 

awareness about zoo-
notic diseases and their 
impact on human and 
animal health. He further 
said that the primary goal 
of World Zoonoses Day is 
to educate people about 
the risks associated with 
zoonotic diseases and 
promote measures to 
prevent their spread.

Other Guest Speakers 
from different department 
viz Chief Animal Hus-
bandry Officer Doda Dr 
Mayen ud Din, Executive 
Officer Municipal Council 
Doda Amit Sharma and 
Dr Walied Khawar from 
Community Medicine 
GMC Doda were the 
Resource Persons who 
educated the participants 
that Zoonotic diseases 
can have significant 
public health implica-
tions, causing illness, 
death, and economic 
losses. Many of these 
diseases originate in ani-
mals and can be trans-
mitted to humans through 
various means, including 
direct contact, consump-
tion of contaminated food 
or water, or exposure to 
vectors like mosquitoes 
and ticks” they explained.

CMO Doda Dr Om 
Kumar in his speech, 

said that this day plays 
a vital role in safeguard-
ing public health and 
fostering a One Health 
approach, which recog-
nizes the interconnected-
ness of human, animal, 
and environmental health 
by promoting awareness 
and knowledge about 
zoonotic diseases.

During the programme, 
a debate competition was 
also organized which was 
attended by 08 Paramed-
ical Students from differ-
ent Nursing Colleges and 
later on they were award-
ed the Certificate of Par-
ticipation and Mementos.

Dr Ab Gafoor, Dr Sarwar 
Khan and Anusuya Bhan 
acted as Judges for the 
debate competition, 
alongside Mashhood 
Latief who compiled the 
data related to the result 
score sheet.

Notable to mention here 
that, World Zoonoses 
Day is observed every 
year to honour French 
scientist Louis Pasteur 
who invented the first 
vaccine and spread 
awareness about zoonot-
ic diseases. The theme of 
the day for this year was 
‘Preventing the spread of 
zoonotic diseases’.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: Faculty 
of Veterinary Sciences & 
Animal Husbandry, R.S 
Pura, SKUAST-Jammu 
celebrated World Zoo-
noses Day 2024 at inter-
national border village 
Floura of Suchetgarh 
tehsil. The programme 
was organized under 
the leadership and guid-
ance of Prof. B.N Tripa-
thi, Vice-Chancellor, 
SKUAST-Jammu. Dr. 
M.S. Bhadwal, Associ-
ate Dean, F.V.Sc & A.H 
inaugurated the World 
Zoonoses Day, 2024 and 
grace the occasion as the 
Chief Guest.

In his address, he 
informed the gathering 
of farmers & students of 
Faculty that World Zoo-
nosis Day is observed 
on July 6th every year to 
raise awareness about 
zoonotic diseases and 
their impact on human 
and animal health.

He further said that the 
primary goal of World 
Zoonosis Day is to edu-
cate people about the 
risks associated with 
zoonotic diseases and 
promote measures to 
prevent their spread. 
It aims to highlight the 
importance of collabora-
tion between human and 
animal health sectors, as 

well as environmental 
agencies, in addressing 
zoonotic threats.

Zoonotic diseases can 
have significant public 
health implications, caus-
ing illness, death, and 
economic losses. Many 
of these diseases origi-
nate in animals and can 
be transmitted to humans 
through various means, 
including direct contact, 
consumption of contami-
nated food or water, or 
exposure to vectors like 
mosquitoes and ticks.

At the outset, Dr. H.K. 
Sharma, Prof. & Head, 
Division of Veterinary 
Public Health & Epide-
miology welcomed the 
Chief Guest, experts and 
farmers and he empha-
sized on the theme for the 
celebration of this year’s 
World Zoonoses Day, 
“Preventing the spread 
of zoonotic diseases”.

He said that this day 
plays a vital role in safe-
guarding public health 
and fostering a One 
Health approach, which 
recognizes the intercon-
nectedness of human, 
animal, and environmen-
tal health by promoting 
awareness and knowl-
edge about zoonotic dis-
eases.

Expert lectures on dif-
ferent topics and inter-
action with farmers 

werecaried out by Dr. 
H.K.Sharma (Overview of 
zoonotic diseases - One 
Health approach), Dr. 
M.A.Malik (Prevention of 
Rabies in Rural Areas), 
Dr. Ashok Kumar (Pre-
vention of infectious zoo-
noses during handling of 
clinical cases), Dr. Hans 
Raj Bhardwaj (Accidental 
zoonotic infections during 
surgeries) and Dr. Pranav 
Kumar (Dairy Practices 
and Zoonoses).

A large number of 
farmers of Floura and its 
neighboring villages; post 
graduate students, teach-
ing and non-teaching 
staffs of Faculty partici-
pated in the programme. 
Farmers were given pam-
phlets on zoonotic dis-
eases, its prevention and 
control and also inputs 
like mineral mixture, 
dewormer, sanitizers etc 
were distributed among 
the farmers.

Dr. H.K. Sharma, Prof. 
& Head, Division of Vet-
erinary Public Health & 
Epidemiology and orga-
nizing Secretary of this 
event conducted the 
proceeding and thanked 
the farming community, 
Sarpanch, Panch, elder-
ly farmers, Chief Guest, 
experts, media persons, 
students and non-teach-
ing staff for making the 
event a grand success.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, July 6: Dis-
trict Police Kishtwar has 
achieved a significant 
breakthrough in its anti-
drug campaign, code-
named “Operation San-
jeevani,” with the arrest 
of two notorious drug ped-
dlers and the recovery of 
a heroin-like substance.

SSP Kishtwar Abdul 
Qayoom, while divulg-
ing the details, said that 
information was devel-
oped regarding the smug-
gling and sale of narcot-
ics among the youth in 
the Akhyarabad Waseer 
Kund area of Kishtwar by 
one notorious drug ped-
dlers, namely Mudassir 
Hussain S/O Aziz Mohd 
R/o Thakrie caste Sheikh  
presently residing at 
waseer kund Mohalla 
Kishtwar, and is having 
Herione like drug in his 
possession.

On this information, a 
case FIR No. 179/2024 
U/Sec. 8/21/22 NDPS 
Act was registered at PS 
Kishtwar. A team led by 
SHO Police Station Kisht-
war and supervised by Dy 
SP Hqrs Kishtwar, raided 
the rented accommoda-
tion of  accused person.

During the search, 06 
grams of a heroin-like 
substance was recov-
ered from their posses-
sion along with cash Rs 

32,900,  and aluminum 
foil.

Moreover, in the eve-
ning hours , a patrolling 
party from PP Shalimar 
noticed the suspicious 
behavior of one person 
attempting to evade the 
patrol near Sarthal Morh 
kishtwar. Acting swiftly, 
the team apprehended 
him, resulting in the 
recovery of a heroin-like 
substance weighing about 
2 grams. The accused 
disclosed his identity as 
Haris Hussain S/o Rifat 
Hussain R/o  caste Najar 
kotwal Mohalla Kishtwar. 
In this regard, case FIR 
No. 180/2024 U/Sec. 
8/21/22 NDPS Act was 
registered at PS Kishtwar 
and an investigation was 
taken up.

SSP Kishtwar empha-
sized that the investi-
gating officer has been 

instructed to thoroughly 
examine the backward 
and forward linkages 
in the case, including 
scrutinizing the bank 
account statements of 
the accused persons. 
This is to ensure that all 
individuals involved in the 
illegal trade of narcotic 
substances are brought 
to justice under the rel-
evant provisions of the 
law.

SSP Kishtwar urged the 
general public of the dis-
trict to come forward with 
any information related to 
the illegal drug trade. He 
assured the public that 
the identity of informants 
would be kept confiden-
tial, and suitable rewards 
would be provided. For 
assistance or to report 
any information, the 
public can contact PCR 
Kishtwar at 9906154100.

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, July 6: 
State Projects Depart-
ment NABARD, J&K 
regional office organized 
one day Zonal Level Sen-
sitization cum Review 
Meet on Rural Infrastruc-
ture Fund (RIDF).

The meeting was 
chaired by Ashok 
Khokar, Chief Engineer 
R&B South Kashmir and 
Surinder Singh DGM, 
NABARD Sr inagar 
Cell in the presence of 
AGM NABARD San-
jeev Sharma and DDM 
NABARD Rouf Zargar.

The Superintendent 
Engineers, Executive 
Engineers and AEEs 
from R&B department 
from Anantnag, Kulgam, 
Pulwama and Shopian 
attended the meet.

DDM NABARD, Rouf 
Zargar welcomed all 
dignitaries and partici-
pants to the meeting. 
He informed that there 
are currently 158 ongo-
ing projects in South 
Kashmir which have 
been sanctioned to R&B 
by NABARD with total 
sanctioned amount of 
Rs 692 Cr. Out of total 

sanctioned amount, an 
amount of Rs 310 Cr has 
been disbursed till date.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DGM NABARD 
Surinder Singh indicated 
that NABARD has been 
providing financial sup-
port to the State Govern-
ments and Union Territo-
ries for strengthening of 
rural infrastructure under 
RIDF.

He stated that RIDF 
which started as a “last 
mile approach” to facili-
tate completion of ongo-
ing irrigation, flood pro-
tection & watershed man-
agement projects since 
1995-96, has become 
more broad based over 
the years and as on date 
covers as many as 39 eli-
gible activities.

He highlighted that the 
disbursement against uti-
lization certificates during 
the current financial need 
to be enhanced.

Chief Engineer Ashok 
Khokar advised all the 
Executive Engineers to 
expedite submission of 
Utilization Certificates 
(UCs) for works complet-
ed. He emphasized on 
early grounding of proj-
ects, quarterly submis-

sion of UCs and submis-
sion of PCC/PCR after 
completion of projects.

Sanjeev Sharma and 
Shubham Suyal from 
State Projects Depart-
ment NABARD answered 
various queries of the 
house about the RIDF 
sanction and disburse-
ment process.

They gave a detailed 
presentation on the oper-
ational issues involving 
DPR formulation, submis-
sion of Utilization Certifi-
cates, Projects Yet to be 
Grounded (PYGs), Slow 
Moving Projects, submis-
sion of Project Comple-
tion Reports (PCRs) etc.

Thereafter, department 
wise review of ongoing 
projects of all the districts 
of Kashmir division was 
undertaken. The imple-
menting departments 
were advised to quicken 
the pace of implementa-
tion of projects.

Chief Engineer in his 
concluding remarks 
assured that the imple-
menting department will 
extend all the possible 
support to remove the 
bottlenecks in smooth 
implementat ion of 
NABARD RIDF projects.

World Zoonoses Day observed in Doda

SKUAST-J celebrates World 
Zoonoses Day 2024

Two notorious drug peddlers arrested, 
narcotic substance, cash recovered

NABARD conducts zonal sensitization 
cum review meet on RIDF

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JAMMU, 
July 6: The Federation 
of Automobile Dealers 
Associations (FADA) 
today released Vehicle 
Retail Data for June'24 
for the UT of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The 2-Wheeler catego-
ry witnessed a downfall 
of -2.65% at 7,708 units 
in June 2024, as com-
pared to 7,918 units in 
June 2023. The 3-Wheel-
er category witnessed a 
downfall of -13.35% at 
863 units in June 2024, 
as compared to 996 units 
in June 2023.

The Commercial Vehi-
cle category witnessed 
a downfall of -16.79% at 
763 units in June 2024, 
as compared to 917 units 
in June 2023.

The Passenger Vehicle 
category witnessed a 
downfall of -22.23% at 
3,977 units in June 2024, 
as compared to 5,114 
units in June 2023.

The Tractor Vehicle 
category witnessed a 
downfall of -6.94% at 
295 units in June 2024, 
as compared to 317 units 
in June 2023.

In total the retail is 
13,606 in June’24 com-
pared to it is 15,262 in 
June’23 thereby reg-
istering a downfall of 
-10.85%.

Aggarwal said, that the 
Indian automobile indus-
try has historically been a 
good indicator of how well 
the economy is doing, 
as the automobile sector 
plays a key role in both 
macroeconomic expan-
sion and technologi-

cal advancement. The 
two-wheelers segment 
dominates the market in 
terms of volume, owing 
to a growing middle class 
and a huge percentage 
of India’s population 
being young.

Moreover, the growing 
interest of companies in 
exploring the rural mar-
kets further aided the 
growth of the sector.

The rising logistics and 
passenger transportation 
industries are driving up 
demand for commercial 
vehicles. Future market 
growth is to anticipated 
be fueled by new trends 
including the electrifica-
tion of vehicles, particu-
larly three-wheelers and 
small passenger automo-
biles.

Commenting on how 
June'24 performed, 

FADA Jammu UT Chair-
person, Sanjay Aggar-
wal said, “Factors such 
as extreme heat which 
resulted in 13% less 
walk-in’s, stalled mon-
soons and election-relat-
ed market slowdowns 
particularly affected rural 
sales, which fell from 
59.8% in May to 58.6% 
in June. J&K in June 
24 witnessed degrowth 
of -10.85 % over corre-
sponding month of previ-
ous year. Major portion 
of degrowth is by PV, 
CV & 3V, whereas 2W 
and Tractor showed less 
degrowth.

Aggarwal said, “For 
two-wheelers, the arriv-
al of the monsoon is 
expected to provide a 
boost, although challeng-
es such as agricultural 
cash flow constraints and 

regional market varia-
tions remain. In the pas-
senger vehicle segment, 
high inventory levels and 
ongoing low market sen-
timent necessitate cau-
tious management.

Meanwhile, the com-
mercial vehicle sector 
looks forward to poten-
tial growth driven by 
renewed infrastructure 
projects and seasonal 
demands, despite cur-
rent slowdowns."

Based on current 
market conditions, the 
overall rating for July 
auto retail performance 
is cautiously optimistic 
with a moderate outlook. 
While some segments 
may see improved activ-
ity, overall growth is 
likely to be tempered by 
persistent challenges he 
added.

FADA releases June'24 Vehicle Retail Data 
for UT of J&K
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JAMMU, July 6: Bharat 
Vikas Parishad Tridev 
Branch Shastri Nagar 
Jammu organised a med-
ical camp in collaboration 
with Ayush Department of 
the State Government on 
Saturday at Community 
Hall Gangyal Jammu.

About 150 patients 
from the local area were 
examined by the team of 
doctors led by Dr. Sukh 

Preet Kour. The patients 
were provided with free 
consultation and free 
medicines.

The Mahilla wing of 
Bharat Vikas Parishad 
Tridev Branch Shastri 
Nagar, Jammu played a 
key role in organising this 
programme.

Many esteemed mem-
bers of BVP were also 
present in the camp.

Among others, the 
prominent were B. B 

Sharma State Presi-
dent, BVP,  Ved Prakash 
Sharma, President 
Dogra Brahmin Pratinidhi 
Sabha Jammu,  Shivram 
Sharma, State General 
Secretary,  BVP  Arun 
Sharma,  Ashok Gupta,  
Prof. B.B Sharma,  Gur-
meet Singh,  M.L. Padha, 
B.R. Sharma, J. S. 
Slathia, Darshan Gupta, 
Ajay Gupta, Suman 
Khanna and Kailash 
Mohini.

Bharat Vikas Parishad Tridev 
Branch organises medical camp

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, July 6: In 
light of the resurgence of 
plastic bag usage, JD(U) 
State General Secre-
tary Vivek Bali urgently 
called for immediate 
action to halt their use 
due to the severe impact 
on both public health 
and the environment. 
Despite previous efforts 
to reduce plastic waste, 
the return of plastic bags 
poses a significant threat 
that cannot be ignored.

Plastic bags are notori-
ous for their detrimental 
effects. They contribute 
to pollution, harm wild-
life, and are a significant 
source of non-biodegrad-
able waste that clogs our 
ecosystems. Moreover, 
the chemicals in plas-
tic bags can leach into 
food and water, posing 
serious health risks to 
humans.

Vivek Bali emphasizes 
the urgent need for alter-

native solutions. "We 
cannot afford to revert 
to old habits that harm 
our environment and 
endanger our health," he 
stated. "It is crucial that 
we adopt sustainable 
practices and enforce 
policies that eliminate the 
use of plastic bags.

"The call to action 
includes Immediate 
enforcement of bans on 
plastic bags in all retail 
and grocery stores , Pro-
motion of reusable bags 
and other eco-friendly 
alternatives, Public 
awareness campaigns to 
educate communities on 
the importance of reduc-
ing plastic waste.

Vivek Bali urged local 
authorities, businesses, 
and citizens to unite in 
this effort. By working 
together, we can protect 
our environment, safe-
guard our health, and 
ensure a sustainable 
future for generations to 
come.

Top News Report

DODA, July 6: Direc-
tor Horticulture Jammu 
Chaman Lal Sharma 
conducted an extensive 
tour of twin districts, 
Kishtwar & Doda to have 
a complete review of 
achievements of all the 
schemes viz:  Capex as 
well as Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes espe-
cially Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP)besides 
other developmental 
activities being carried 
out in both the districts.

Director Horticulture 
chaired the meeting of 
the District Officers, Hor-
ticulture Development 
Officers, officials & field 
staff of district Kishtwar 
and Doda in their respec-
tive districts.

 At the outset, Chief 
Horticulture Officer, 
Kishtwar Sh. Sajid Musta-
fa briefed the chair about 
the achievements made 
under all the schemes 
being implemented in the 
district.

While taking a review 
of the ongoing schemes, 
Director Horticulture 
impressed upon all the 
officers and officials to 
expedite the works under-
taken for the develop-
ment of the departmental 
nurseries and organize 
awareness camps, Kiss-
angoshtis, etc. to ensure 
better implementation of 
departmental schemes 
for the ultimate benefit of 
the fruit growers. He also 
had a interaction with the 
farmers at Panchayat 
Pochal and listened to 
their problems patiently.

The Holistic Agriculture 
Development Plan, in 

particular, emerged as a 
focal point of discussion, 
showcasing the depart-
ment's commitment to 
holistic development and 
innovation in horticulture.

Further, in district Doda, 
Chief Horticulture Offi-
cer Raghunath Upad-
hay appraised the chair 
about the status of prog-
ress made under different 
departmental Schemes. 
The director stressed 
upon all the officers and 
officials to put their efforts 
with zeal and dedica-
tion to disseminate the 
developmental schemes 
of the department to the 
last possible farmer of the 
district for better utiliza-
tion of funds in time. He 
also inspected Olive Oil 
Extraction Plant and Soil 
Testing Laboratory set up 
at the District Horticulture 
complex Doda.

Director Horticulture 
stressed upon officers/
officials of twin districts 
of Doda and Kishtwar to 
identify walnut clusters 
which can be supple-
mented with High den-
sity varieties of walnut to 
raise economic standards 
of rural populace.

Later, he visited Govt. 
Fruit Plant Nursery, Khel-
laniand took stock of the 
ongoing developmental 
activities and gave on 
spot instructions to the 
nursery staff regarding 
the production of quan-
tity and quality of grafted 
planting material in the 
nursery.

At last, all the officers of 
both the districts assured 
the chair to extend full 
co-operation and vowed 
to work hard for the bet-
terment of farming com-
munity.

Vivek Bali demands immediate 
action against plastic bag usage

Director Horticulture 
conducts extensive tour 
of Kishtwar& Doda
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Justin Bieber gives electrifying performance at 
Anant Ambani, Radhika Merchant’s sangeet

Pop star Justin Bieber made 
Anant Ambani and Radhika 
Merchant’s sangeet ceremony 
extra special with his energetic 
performance. He set the stage 
ablaze as he performed his 
popular chart-topping songs.

Anant and Radhika’s sangeet 
ceremony turned out to be a 
star-studded affair.

From Salman Khan to Madhuri 
Dixit Nene and Hardik Pandya, 
several celebrities marked their 
presence at the function of 
Anant and Radhika at the Nita 
Mukesh Ambani Cultural Centre 
(NMACC) in Mumbai on Friday.

Ambanis arranged a special 
musical night for their guests 
with the performance of none 
other than Justin Bieber.

In the viral videos, Justin can 
be seen wearing a jacket with a 
white vest and loose pants with 
his signature style cap for the 
occasion. He interacted with 
the guests at the event while 
performing on the stage.

He made guests groove on 
songs such as ‘Baby’, ‘Never 

Let You Go’, ‘Love Yourself’, 
‘Peaches’, ‘Boyfriend’, ‘Sorry’ 
and ‘Where Are U Now’.

Videos from inside the bash 
have taken over the internet. 
Later, Justin was spotted leav-
ing Mumbai, in the early hours of 
Saturday. He arrived in Mumbai 
in the early hours of Friday.

Beiber’s first concert in India 

was held in 2017. He was sup-
posed to return to the country in 
2022 but the tour was cancelled 
due to the singer’s bad health.

As part of the wedding cel-
ebrations, Mukesh Ambani and 
Nita Ambani recently organised 
a mass wedding for the under-
privileged on July 2 at Swami 
Vivekanand Vidyamandir in 

Palghar.
On July 3, Ambanis organised 

a spectacular Mameru ceremo-
ny- a Gujarati wedding tradi-
tion where the maternal uncle 
(mama) of the bride visits her 
with sweets and gifts.

The wedding festivities are 
meticulously planned, adher-
ing to traditional Hindu Vedic 
customs. The main ceremonies 
will commence on Friday, July 
12, with the auspicious Shubh 
Vivah, or wedding function and 
according to sources, guests 
are encouraged to embrace the 
spirit of the occasion by dress-
ing in traditional Indian attire.

The celebrations will contin-
ue on Saturday, July 13, with 
Shubh Aashirwad. The final 
event, Mangal Utsav or the wed-
ding reception, is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 14.

Earlier this year, the couple 
hosted a series of pre-wedding 
festivities in Jamnagar, which 
saw a star-studded guest list 
from around the globe.

Jay Bhanushali, a sea-
soned host, is known for 
his quirky nature and 
light-hearted banter 
that keeps everyone 
engaged. On the show 

India’s Best Dancer 4, 
Jay will be seen train-
ing Aniket Chauhan to 
become an impeccable 
host. Aniket, a humble 
ex-contestant, will now 

don the hat of the host 
and dance his way into 
your hearts with his 
cuteness and simplicity.

About his return, Jay 
shared, “I’m thrilled to 
be back as a host for 
India’s Best Dancer 
Season 4. My bond with 
Geeta ji and Terence 
has been great and I 
have always been a 
fan of Karisma Kapoor, 
so I am really looking 
forward to hosting this 
edition of the show. I 
can’t wait to have fun 
alongside Aniket, who 
has been a contestant 
on the previous season 
of the show.” On his 
part, Aniket shared, 
“Returning to the show 
as a co-host is a dream 
come true for me. Shar-
ing the same stage as 
the amazing judges, 
Jay bhaiya and the new 
talent of this season will 
be exciting.”

Jay Bhanushali turns 
mentor

After receiving the grand wel-
come in Mumbai, T20 World 
Cup champs cricketer Suryaku-
mar Yadav and star all-rounder 
Hardik Pandya arrived in style 
to attend Anant Ambani and 
Radhika Merchant’s sangeet 
ceremony.

Cricketer Suryakumar Yadav 
was seen posing for the camera 
along with his wife Devisha 
Shetty.

Hardik Pandya, Krunal Pandya 
and Ishan Kishan were also 
spotted attending the event.

Suryakumar was one of the 
stars for India during the World 
Cup, contributing 199 runs in 
eight games at an average of 
28.42, with two half-centuries 
and some other fine contribu-
tions in tough matches. His 
contribution also included some 
stunning catches throughout the 
tournament.

Despite being trolled merci-
lessly during the Indian Pre-
mier League, on a personal 
and professional level, Pandya 
produced what may have been 
the World Cup-winning moment 
when he removed Heinrich 
Klaasen.

The all-rounder, who made a 
big contribution in the final with 
the crucial wickets of Heinrich 
Klaasen and David Miller, had 
a good tournament with bat and 
ball and became the first Indian 
man to reach No. 1 in the cat-
egory.

Hardik Pandya made impact-
ful cameos down the order 
with the bat and made break-
throughs with the ball when the 
team needed him to. He finished 
with 144 runs at a batting strike 
rate of over 150 and also took 
11 wickets.

Talking about the grand san-
geet ceremony, the event was 
attended by several celebs, 
sports personalities and other 
well-known faces. Salman 
Khan, Madhuri Dixit, Disha 
Patani, Mouni Roy, Ananya 
Panday, Sonam Bajwa, MS 
Dhoni, Vidya Balan, Sonali 
Bendre, Varun Dhawan with his 
wife, Atlee to many more graced 
the event.

The couple are set to tie the 
knot at the Jio World Conven-
tion Centre in Mumbai on July 
12. As part of the wedding cel-
ebrations Mukesh Ambani and 

Nita Ambani organised a mass 
wedding for the underprivileged 
on July 2 at Swami Vivekanand 
Vidyamandir in Palghar.

On July 3, Ambanis organised 
a spectacular Mameru ceremo-
ny- a Gujarati wedding tradi-
tion where the maternal uncle 
(mama) of the bride visits her 
with sweets and gifts.

The wedding festivities are 
meticulously planned, adher-
ing to traditional Hindu Vedic 
customs. The main ceremonies 
will commence on Friday, July 
12, with the auspicious Shubh 
Vivah, or wedding function and 
according to sources, guests 
are encouraged to embrace the 
spirit of the occasion by dress-
ing in traditional Indian attire.

The celebrations will contin-
ue on Saturday, July 13, with 
Shubh Aashirwad. The final 
event, Mangal Utsav or the wed-

ding reception, is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 14. For this grand 
occasion, guests have been 
asked to dress in ‘Indian chic.’ 
Radhika Merchant, daughter of 
Encore Healthcare CEO Viren 
Merchant and entrepreneur 
Shaila Merchant, is set to join 
the Ambani family, marking a 
union of two prominent industri-
alist families.

Earlier this year, the couple 
hosted a series of pre-wedding 
festivities in Jamnagar, which 
saw a star-studded guest list 
from around the globe.

Business leaders, heads of 
state, and celebrities from Hol-
lywood and Bollywood graced 
the occasion.

Among the distinguished 
guests were Meta founder Mark 
Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla 
Chan, Microsoft co-founder Bill 
Gates, and Ivanka Trump. The 
highlight of the pre-wedding 
celebrations was an electrifying 
performance by pop sensation 
Rihanna, marking her debut per-
formance in India.

The three-day extravagan-
za also featured the world-
renowned illusionist David 
Blaine, who left guests spell-
bound with his incredible feats.

Bollywood stars and family 
members joined in the sangeet 
performances, with a special 
appearance by actor-singer 
Diljit Dosanjh, captivating the 
audience.

Suryakumar Yadav, Hardik Pandya attend  
Anant-Radhika’s sangeet ceremony

Pratiksha Honmukhe 
from the ZEE TV’s 
show Kaise Mujhe Tum 
Mil Gaye has admired 
Kishori Shahane’s work 
and is thrilled to share 
the screen with an 
actress she has looked 
up to for years. She 
took to her social media 
account to express her 
fondness for the actor, 
as she used to watch 
her movies with her 
family and believes 
that her vast experi-
ence in the industry not 
only enhances her own 
acting skills, but also 
enriches the people who 
work with her. That’s not 
it, she revealed how it is 
a dream come true for 
her to work with Kishori 
Shahane.

Pratiksha said, “Work-
ing alongside Kishori 
ma’am is a great oppor-
tunity. She is sweet, 
kind and polite. 

Kishori ji has always 
been an inspiration to 
me, and sharing the 
screen with her is truly 
a dream come true. 
Having grown up watch-

ing her on screen and 
now sharing the same 
space with her, it feels 
like life has come a full 
circle for me. I remem-
ber watching her movies 
and being mesmerised 

by her talent and grace. 
Her performances have 
always captivated me, 
and I have admired her 
ability to bring such 
depth and authenticity 
to her roles.”

Pratiksha Honmukhe 
talks about working 
with Kishori Shahane

Director Karan Johar 
opened up in a recent 
interview about his 
struggles with body 
dysmorphia. Talking to 
Faye D’Souza, Karan 
claimed that nothing 
has changed through 
the years and that he 
sought the help of a 
mental health profes-
sional to overcome his 
issues.

‘I feel very awkward’
Talking about feel-

ing uncomfortable in 
his skin, Karan said, “I 
have body dysmorphia, 
I am very awkward get-
ting into a pool. I don’t 
know how to do it with-
out feeling pathetic. 
I’ve tried very hard to 
overcome it. No matter 
what the success you 
achieve, no matter who 
you think you are in your 
own head, I’m always in 
oversized clothes. Even 
if I lose the weight, 
and I try very hard, I’m 
always battling with it, 
but I’m always feeling 
I’m fat. So I don’t want 
you to see any part of 

my body.”
He added that even 

while entering the pool 
with his closest friends, 
he stays in his robe until 
the last minute. “Noth-
ing has changed since 
I was eight. I self-body 
shame myself all the 
time. The day you feel 

you’re looking good…
doesn’t matter what 
you’ve achieved. Even 
in situations of intimacy, 
I need to put the lights 
out. I’ve been to therapy 
for it. All these issues…
all fester and create 
mental health issues. I 
even took medication 

after suffering from a 
panic attack.”

Karan Johar on mental 
health

This is not the first time 
Karan has opened up 
about his mental health. 
While promoting season 
8 of Koffee with Karan, 
he told PTI, “What hap-
pens to me or anybody 
else, it can happen 
to anybody. It doesn’t 
mean you need a trigger, 
sometimes it is a result 
of many things, some-
times there’s a trigger. 
When I spoke about my 
anxiety, it was to share 
a part of life that exists. 
That exists today as 
well, while I speak. I’ve 
no fear in saying that I’m 
on medication.” He also 
spoke on the topic with 
Deepika Padukone and 
Ranveer Singh in one of 
the episodes.

Kill, produced by 
Dharma Productions, 
released in theatres this 
Friday. He has also pro-
duced Bad Newz, which 
will be released on July 
19.

Karan Johar on body dysmorphia; the 
need to put out lights during intimacy

Taylor Swift has always been the 
biggest cheerleader of her girl-
friends be it in any award show 
or concert. 

And Taylor did it again when as 
she cheered Sabrina Carpenter’s 
accomplishments for the suc-
cessful year she has had so far. 
Sabrina’s Please Please Please 
topped the Billboard Hot 100 last 
week. She also announced her 
Short n’ Sweet tour for her upcom-
ing studio album.

Taylor hypes Sabrina and calls it 
the ‘Summer of Sabrina’

Taylor who has been quite busy 
making headlines with her The 
Eras Tour, recently praised her 
fellow pop singer Sabrina on Ins-
tagram. Sabrina who had a great 
year and established herself at the 
top of most charts with her songs 
Espresso and Please Please 
Please posted on Friday on Ins-
tagram.

As reported by USA Today, he 
expressed her gratitude to her fans 
around the world for streaming her 
songs and tickets sold out on the 
Short n’ Sour tour. 

The cation of the post read, “and 
just like that you guys sold out the 
entire short n’ sweet tour, espresso 
went #1 at pop radio andddddd i 
slid down this slide :’) thank you 
all so so much!!! i can’t wait to see 
you on the road.”

The Folklore singer took the 
oppurtunity to hype up her friend 
on social media as she wrote 
under Sabrina’s post, “SUMMER 
OF SABRINA AND MAY IT CON-
TINUE FOREVER”.

Taylor herself had a breakout 
year with back to back sold out 
shows during The Eras Tour and 
the release of her latest album 
The Tortured Poets Department. 
The two pop sensation friends are 
riding the horse of success profes-
sionally and personally. 

While Sabrina’s Please Please 
Please music video featured her 
rumoured boyfriend, actor Barry 
Keoghan, one of Taylor’s Tour acts 

featured a surprise performance 
by beau Travis Kelce.

Sabrina’s upcoming tour updates
The Espresso singer is all set 

for her tour scheduled to begin on 
September 23 in Columbus, Ohio. 
However, the fir performanc will be 
san Francisco in August followed 
by the scheduled tour dates. 

The tour is scheduled for 29 
dates all the way through Novem-
ber this year. 

The tour is organised in support 
of her sixth studio album and cover 
the North American arenas of US 
including states of New York and 
Canada. The tour will also cover 
states of Canada.

Taylor Swift declares ‘Summer of Sabrina’ 
Carpenter for achieving breakout milestone
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NEW DELHI, Jul 
6 (Agencies): Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi paid homage to 
BJP ideologue Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee on 
his 123rd birth anniver-
sary on Saturday.

Modi said Mookerjee 
made India proud with 
his fierce nationalistic 
ideas, and that his sac-
rifice and dedication 
to the motherland will 
always inspire people.

Mookerjee was one 
of the founders of the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
the forerunner to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

He was a member 
of Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
Cabinet, which he 
quit in protest over his 
differences with the 

prime minister and then 
formed the Jana Sangh 
with support from the 
RSS.

Mookerjee died in 
1953 following his 
arrest in Jammu and 
Kashmir during his 
agitation against the 
restriction imposed 
there on Indian citizens 

who were not from the 
state. He was opposed 
to the special status 
given to the state.

Modi had described 
his government’s deci-
sion to revoke Article 
370, which granted the 
state special rights, in 
2019 as a fulfilment of 
Mookerjee’s wish.

PM Modi Pays Tribute To 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee NEW DELHI, Jul 

6 (Agencies): Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah paid tribute to 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
founder Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee on 
his birth anniversary 
on Saturday. The minis-
ter said every Indian is 
indebted to Mookerjee 
for “his unique efforts 
for the integrity of the 
country.”

“I remember and pay 
my tribute to the emi-
nent nationalist thinker 
Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee on his birth 
anniversary. Whenever 
there is talk of fighting 
for the unity and integ-
rity of the country, Dr. 
Mukherjee will definitely 
be remembered,” Shah 
said in a post on X.

“Whether it is his 
struggle to keep Bengal 

a part of the country or 
making the supreme 
sacrifice to keep Jammu 
and Kashmir an inte-
gral part of India with 
the resolution of ‘Ek 
Nishan, Ek Pradhan, Ek 
Vidhan’, every Indian is 
indebted to him for his 
unique efforts for the 
integrity of the coun-
try. Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee, who pro-
vided an ideological 

alternative to the coun-
try by establishing the 
Jan Sangh, will forever 
be a guide on the path 
of nation first.”

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP 
President Virendraa 
Sachdeva and other 
leaders of the party 
paid floral tribute to the 
Jana Sangh founder 
and planted a sapling at 
the Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee Statue Park 

in New Delhi on Satur-
day.

Sachdeva told ANI, “Dr 
Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee is an idea. The 
message he gave to the 
country was that one 
nation cannot have ‘do 
nishaan’, ‘do vidhaan’, 
and ‘do pradhan’. His 
resolution was fulfilled 
by PM Narendra Modi 
on August 5, 2019.”

BJP MP Bansuri 
Swaraj told ANI that 
Mookerjee was a leader 
who sacrificed his life for 
the integration of India.

“Dr Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee is a leader 
who sacrificed his life 
for the integration of our 
country. He dreamt of a 
unified India... It is our 
fortune that the BJP, 
under the leadership of 
PM Narendra Modi, has 
been able to fulfil his 

dream.”
Syama Prasad Mook-

erjee was the founder of 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
the ideological parent 
organisation of the BJP. 
He also served as the 
Minister for Industry and 
Supply in Prime Minis-
ter Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
cabinet.

According to the BJP’s 
official website, on the 
issue of the Delhi pact 
with Liaquat Ali Khan, 
Mookerjee resigned 
from the Cabinet on 
April 6, 1950. Later 
on October 21, 1951, 
Mookerjee founded the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh 
in Delhi and became its 
first president.

Mookerjee went to visit 
Kashmir in 1953 and 
was arrested on May 11. 
He died under detention 
on June 23, 1953.

Every Indian Indebted To Syama Prasad Mookerjee, 
Says Amit Shah

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday spoke to newly 
elected British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer as 
the two leaders agreed 
to work towards an early 
conclusion of a mutu-
ally beneficial India-UK 
free trade agreement, a 
statement said.

Modi congratulated 
him on assuming charge 
and a remarkable vic-

tory of his Labour Party 
in the election.

The statement said 
both the leaders 
recalled the historic 
relations between the 
India and the UK and 
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further deepen 
and advance the Com-
prehensive Strategic 
Partnership between the 
countries. 

Appreciating the posi-
tive contributions of the 

Indian community in the 
social, economic and 
political development of 
the UK, they agreed to 
continue to promote the 
close people-to-people 
ties. 

Modi also extended an 
invitation to Starmer for 
an early visit to India as 
the two leaders agreed 
to remain in touch, the 
statement said.

In a post on X, Modi 
said, “Pleased to speak 
with @Keir_Starmer. 
Congratulated him on 
being elected as the 
Prime Minister of the 
UK. We remain commit-
ted to deepening Com-
prehensive Strategic 
Partnership and robust 
India-UK economic ties 
for the progress and 
prosperity of our peo-
ples and global good.”

PM Modi speaks to UK counterpart 
Keir Starmer, both agree to work for 
early free trade agreement

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) clarified on Satur-
day that the investiga-
tion into the roles of all 
other accused has been 
completed and only the 
role of Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal is 
being investigated in 
relation to the excise 
policy case.

CBI’s counsel DP 
Singh further added 
that they will brief the 
Supreme Court about 
some new develop-
ments that took place 
after June 4, which led 
to arrest of Arvind Kejri-
wal.

The CBI further stated 
that only the role and 
investigation of Kejriwal 
have been further inves-

tigated, and the probe 
against the rest of the 
accused is almost com-
plete.

The CBI further clari-
fied that the statement 
made by the Solicitor 
General before was 
related to all the arrest-
ed accused in the case 
except Kejriwal.

Earlier on June 4, 
before the Supreme 
Court noted the submis-
sions of Tushar Mehta, 
Solicitor General, that 
the investigation would 
be concluded and a 
final complaint and 
charge sheet would be 
filed expeditiously on or 
before July 3, 2024, and 
immediately thereafter, 
the trial court will be free 
to proceed with trial.

In light of the said 

submissions made and 
having regard to the 
fact that the period of 
“6-8 months” fixed by 
this court by order dated 
October 30, 2023, has 
not come to an end, it 
would suffice to dispose 
of these petitions with 
liberty to the petitioner to 
revive his prayer afresh 
after filing the final com-
plaint/charge sheet as 

assured by the Solicitor 
General.

Counsels for Manish 
Sisodia and K Kavitha 
on Saturday allege that 
CBI is miscreating and 
misleading the state-
ments.

The Special Judge 
Kaveri Baweja on Sat-
urday extended the 
judicial custody of Del-
hi’s former deputy chief 

minister Manish Sisodia 
and other accused till 
July 15.

Meanwhile, the court 
also allowed Manish 
Sisodia to sign docu-
ments related to the 
development of his 
constituency from MLA 
funds. The court also 
allowed him to sign bank 
cheques for his family’s 
expenditures.

However, the court 
deferred its hearing on 
the aspect of taking cog-
nizance on the third sup-
plementary chargesheet 
filed by the CBI against 
BRS leader K Kavitha.

The court deferred the 
matter for July 8, 2024, 
after noting that some 
of the pages of said 
chargesheet are incor-
rectly paginated.

Excise policy case: Arvind Kejriwal’s role being 
investigated, probe against all other accused 
done, CBI tells court

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 (Agencies): In a 
day-long visit to Gujarat, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi met with the 
party workers in Ahmedabad and 
asserted that the party will defeat the 
BJP in Gujarat in the next election 
the same way it did in Ayodhya in the 
recent Lok Sabha polls.

Rahul’s visit follows a recent clash 
between Congress and BJP workers 
outside the Gujarat Congress head-
quarters, allegedly sparked by his 
purported “anti-Hindu” remarks in his 
Parliament speech. The police have 
arrested five Congress workers follow-
ing the altercation.

Addressing the party workers’ conven-
tion in Ahmedabad, Rahul Gandhi said, 
“They (BJP) have challenged us. We 
will defeat Modi, BJP in Gujarat just like 
we did in Ayodhya.”

During his visit, Gandhi also planned 
to meet with the families of victims of 
recent tragedies in Gujarat, including 
the Rajkot game zone fire, the boat cap-
size incident in Vadodara, and the Morbi 

bridge collapse.
In his speech, the former Congress 

chief also targeted Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi over the BJP’s defeat from 
the Faizabad Lok Sabha seat in Uttar 
Pradesh, where Ayodhya is located.

“Farmers of Ayodhya lost their lands 
when the airport was built. 

The people of Ayodhya felt angry 
when they found that not a single local 
person was invited to the inauguration 
of the Ram Temple. 

The movement that was initiated by 
Advani ji, centred around Ayodhya, has 
been defeated by the INDIA alliance,” 
he said.

Congress will defeat BJP 
in Gujarat as it did in Ayodhya, 
says Rahul Gandhi NEW DELHI, Jul 6 

(Agencies): The Con-
gress demanded Sat-
urday that the medical 
entrance exam NEET-
UG be conducted 
again and all “paper 
leak scams” thoroughly 
investigated under the 
Supreme Court’s super-
vision.

Amid the growing 
clamour for the cancel-
lation of the controversy-
ridden NEET-UG 2024 
over alleged malprac-
tices, the Centre and the 
National Testing Agency 
told the apex court on 
Friday that scrapping 
it without any proof of 
large-scale breach of 
confidentiality would be 
counterproductive as it 
could “seriously jeop-
ardise” lakhs of honest 
candidates.

The National Testing 

Agency (NTA), which 
conducts the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance 
Test-Undergraduate 
(NEET-UG) for admis-
sions to MBBS, BDS, 
AYUSH and other relat-
ed courses, and the 
Union education min-
istry have been at the 
centre of media debates 
and protests by students 
and political parties over 
alleged large-scale mal-
practices ranging from 

question paper leaks 
to impersonation in the 
test held on May 5.

In a post on ‘X’ in Hindi, 
Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge said 
the Modi government 
has told the Supreme 
Court that no paper has 
been leaked in NEET-
UG.

“This blatant lie is 
being told to lakhs of 
youths. Their future is 
being ruined,” Kharge 

said.
The Congress leader 

pointed out that the edu-
cation ministry has said 
that “there have been 
irregularities or cheating 
only at a few places” but 
this is “misleading”.

The BJP-RSS has pro-
moted the “education 
mafia” by taking control 
of the entire education 
system, he claimed.

“Be it NCERT books 
or leakage in exams, 
the Modi government 
is bent on destroying 
our education system,” 
Kharge alleged.

“We reiterate our 
demand that NEET-UG 
should be conducted 
again. It should be con-
ducted online in a trans-
parent manner,” he said.

Kharge also demand-
ed that all “paper leak 
scams” should be thor-

oughly investigated 
under the supervision 
of the Supreme Court, 
and strict action should 
be taken against the 
culprits.

“The Modi government 
cannot escape from its 
misdeeds,” he said on 
‘X’.

The Union education 
ministry and the NTA 
filed separate affida-
vits opposing the pleas 
which have sought the 
scrapping of the exam 
plagued by controversy, 
a re-test and a court-
monitored probe into the 
entire gamut of issues 
involved.

In their responses, 
they said the CBI, the 
country’s premier inves-
tigating agency, has 
taken over the cases 
registered in various 
states.

Conduct NEET-UG again in transparent manner: 
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge

PUNE, Jul 6 (Agen-
cies): In another shock-
ing incident in Pune, 
a drunken man alleg-
edly poured petrol and 
attempted to set ablaze 
a woman traffic police 
officer who had stopped 
him during a drunk-and-
drive combing opera-
tion, an official said here 
on Saturday.

The incident hap-
pened at around 8 P.M. 
on Friday night when the 
traffic police officer, API 
Shailaja Jankar, along 
with other colleagues, 

was on duty at Laxmi 
Road in the jurisdiction 
of the Faraskhana Traf-
fic Police Station.

The traffic police team 
stopped one person 
riding a motorcycle but 
finding his attitude sus-
picious, they asked him 
to get down and accom-
pany them to the nearby 
traffic police station.

Furious at being 
stopped, the man 
Sanjay F Salve, 32, 
fled from the spot but 
returned an hour later 
with some petrol.

Sanjay F Salve sud-
denly lunged at the 
woman officer and 
poured petrol on her, 
whipped out a lighter 
and tried to set her on 
fire, but her colleagues 
pinned him down.

“Fortunately, the police 
officer is unharmed. The 
other police personnel 
on duty rushed to her 
help and caught the 
accused, and further 
investigations are on,” 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Traffic), Rohi-
das Pawar, told agency.

The accused Sanjay 
F Salve is a resident of 
Pimpri-Chinchwad.

The Vishrambaugh 
Police Station, Senior 
Police Inspector Deep-
ali Bhujbal told media-
persons on Saturday 
that they registered a 
case against Sanjay F 
Salve on various charg-
es, including attempt to 
murder, drinking-and-
driving, obstructing a 
public servant, etc. and 
arrested him. 

A further probe in 
underway.

Furious At Being Stopped, Man Attempts To 
Set Woman Cop On Fire In Pune

FARIDABAD, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Three sib-
lings were killed when 
their house’s eaves col-
lapsed on them, here 
in Sikri village on Sat-
urday. The deceased 
were identified as Akash 
(10), Muskaan (8) and 
Adil (6).

According to the 
police, the eaves com-
monly called ‘chhajja’, 
were not in good condi-
tion and a concrete slab 
collapsed after rain in 
the area. 

The three siblings 
were sitting under the 

eaves on Friday eve-
ning.

A case is registered 
against the house 
owner, who rented the 
house even after know-
ing it was in a dilapidat-
ed condition. We are 

trying to catch him, said 
the police.

After removing the 
debris, the local resi-
dents took the uncon-
scious children to a 
nearby hospital where 
doctors declared all 

three of them dead.
Based on the com-

plaint by Dharmendra 
Kumar, the father of the 
children, an FIR was 
registered under Sec-
tion 105 (culpable homi-
cide) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
at Sector 58 police sta-
tion on Saturday, police 
stated.

The bodies will be 
handed over to the 
family after the post-
mortem,” said Inspector 
Krishan Kumar, SHO of 
Sector 58 Police Sta-
tion.

Faridabad tragedy: Three children killed as 
dilapidated house eaves collapse
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LONDON, Jul 6 (Agencies): 
New British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer doesn’t get to take a 
breather. After a draining six-
week election campaign, the 
centre-left politician must get 
straight to work assembling his 
government, tackling a moun-
tain of domestic problems and 
putting his stamp on the UK’s 
relations with the rest of the 
world.

It’s a daunting list for a new 
leader who has never served 
in, much less led, a govern-
ment. But Starmer, who was 
officially appointed prime min-
ister Friday, insisted that he is 
up to the challenge of head-
ing the UK in a world that is “a 
more volatile place” than it has 
been for many years.

Appoint a government
Like someone moving into a 

new home with their IKEA furni-
ture, Starmer’s first task was to 
assemble a Cabinet.

Starmer began putting togeth-
er his government soon after he 
walked through the door of 10 
Downing St on Friday afternoon 
following his landslide election 
victory. He has a plethora of 
lawmakers to choose from - his 
Labour Party won more than 
400 seats in Thursday’s elec-
tion, almost two-thirds of the 650 
in the House of Commons.

Key players in the new admin-
istration include Treasury chief 
Rachel Reeves - a former Bank 
of England economist and the 
first woman to hold that job - 
who will liaise with international 
financial institutions.

The new foreign secretary, 
Britain’s top diplomat, is David 
Lammy, a Harvard Law School 
graduate who vowed to “recon-
nect Britain for our security and 
prosperity at home.”

Make friends on the world 
stage

Starmer has said his mes-
sage to the world from the UK 
is: “We’re back.” He wants 
Britain to take a larger role on 
the global stage after years of 
soured relations with Europe 

over Brexit and the inward-
looking UK political soap opera 
that followed.

He takes office at a time of 
multiple crises - including the 
war in Ukraine and the Middle 
East, a surging far right, a 
muscle-flexing China - that will 
test the cool head he honed in 
his former job as Britain’s chief 
prosecutor.

Malcolm Chalmers, deputy 
director general of the Royal 
United Services Institute, a mil-
itary think-tank, said that with 
France facing a far-right surge 
in legislative elections and the 
US embroiled in a polarizing, 
high-stakes presidential elec-
tion, Britain “has the most stable 
government of all the major 
Western democracies.”

“It therefore has the opportu-
nity, and responsibility, to help 
steady the ship of Western unity 
at a time of exceptional political 
fluidity,” he said.

Starmer is set to make a high-
profile international debut next 
week, when he is expected to 
attend NATO’s 75th-anniversa-
ry summit in Washington. The 
gathering is overshadowed by 
questions about President Joe 
Biden’s fitness and the uncer-
tain outcome of the November 
US presidential election.

Starmer has said there will be 
no change to Britain’s staunch 
support for Ukraine, and has 
pledged to increase UK mili-
tary spending to 2.5% of GDP - 
though he hasn’t put a date on it.

“The decision for Starmer is 

how much to try to persuade the 
US -- as well as other wavering 
members of NATO - to remain 
a defender of Ukraine, on the 
grounds not just of sovereignty 
but European security,” said 
Bronwen Maddox, director of 
international affairs think-tank 
Chatham House.

Starmer also faces divisions 
within his party over Israel’s war 
against Hamas. Several Labour 
lawmakers were defeated in 
the election by challenges from 
pro-Palestinian independents 
angered by the party’s initial 
refusal to call unambiguously for 
a cease-fire in the Gaza conflict.

Patch things up with the neigh-
bours

On July 18, Starmer will host 
leaders from across Europe 
at England’s Blenheim Palace 
for a meeting of the 47-nation 
European Political Community. 
It’s a chance to begin to mend 
ties with the UK’s neighbours 
in Europe, which have frayed 
and soured since the UK left the 
European Union in 2020.

Starmer says he wants to 
reduce some of the post-Brexit 
barriers for people and goods 
that have hobbled relations 
between Britain and the bloc. 
He insists, though that he won’t 
reverse Brexit, or rejoin the 
EU’s single market and customs 
union.

Critics say that shows a lack 
of principle, but supporters say 
it respects Britons’ desire not 
to reopen the divisive Brexit 
debate.

Tackle a long to-do list
Starmer also faces a daunting 

range of domestic challenges, 
underlaid by the widespread 
sense that many facets of Brit-
ain’s public life have broken 
down during 14 years of Con-
servative rule.

Stagnant growth and low pro-
ductivity restrain the economy 
while millions of people strug-
gle with the cost of living. The 
country’s aging infrastructure is 
creaking and the state-funded 
National Health Service is at 
breaking point, with long wait-
ing lists for treatment, a situa-
tion has been worsened by a 
long-running series of doctors’ 
strikes.

Ending that dispute will be a 
priority, but Starmer has vowed 
to keep a tight lid on spending 
and won’t want to agree to the 
big salary increases the doctors 
are seeking.

Starmer promises to take con-
trol of migration and stop people 
making dangerous journeys 
across the English Channel in 
small boats, but he will cancel 
the Conservative government’s 
controversial plan to send asy-
lum-seekers on a one-way trip 
to Rwanda.

The UK has paid Rwanda hun-
dreds of millions of pounds (dol-
lars) as part of the deal without 
a single flight taking off.

He’s also expected to empha-
size Britain’s commitment to 
fighting climate change after a 
series of backwards steps under 
the Conservatives.

The new government’s legisla-
tive plans for the next year will 
be set out July 17 in a speech 
delivered by King Charles III at 
the ceremonial State Opening of 
Parliament.

“A lot of people are feeling a 
sense of potential transforma-
tion,” said Lise Butler, senior lec-
turer in modern history at City 
University of London. “I think 
that there’s going to be elevated 
expectations for Starmer, which 
are going to be difficult to meet.”

NATO summit, mending EU relations among 
first tasks for new British PM Keir Starmer

Starmer is set to make high-profile international debut next week, when he is expected to 
attend NATO’s 75th-anniversary summit in Washington

DUBAI, Jul 6 (Agencies): Reformist 
candidate Masoud Pezeshkian won 
Iran’s runoff presidential election on 
Saturday, besting hard-liner Saeed 
Jalili by promising to reach out to the 
West and ease enforcement on the 
country’s mandatory headscarf law 
after years of sanctions and protests 
squeezing the Islamic Republic.

Pezeshkian promised no radical 
changes to Iran’s Shiite theocracy 
in his campaign and long has held 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei as the final arbiter of all matters of 
state in the country. But even Pezesh-
kian’s modest aims will be challenged 
by an Iranian government still largely 
held by hard-liners, the ongoing Isra-
el-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip, and 
Western fears over Tehran enrich-
ing uranium to near-weapons-grade 
levels.

A vote count offered by authorities 
put Pezeshkian as the winner with 
16.3 million votes to Jalili’s 13.5 mil-
lion in Friday’s election.

Supporters of Pezeshkian, a heart 
surgeon and longtime lawmaker, 
entered the streets of Tehran and 
other cities before dawn to celebrate 
as his lead grew over Jalili, a hard-line 
former nuclear negotiator.

But Pezeshkian’s win still sees Iran at 
a delicate moment, with tensions high 
in the Mideast over the Israel-Hamas 
war in the Gaza Strip, Iran’s advancing 
nuclear program, and a looming US 
election that could put any chance of 
a detente between Tehran and Wash-
ington at risk.

The first round of voting June 28 saw 
the lowest turnout in the history of the 
Islamic Republic since the 1979 Islam-
ic Revolution. Iranian officials have 
long pointed to turnout as a sign of 
support for the country’s Shiite the-
ocracy, which has been under strain 
after years of sanctions crushing Iran’s 
economy, mass demonstrations and 

intense crackdowns on all dissent.
Government officials up to Supreme 

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei pre-
dicted a higher participation rate as 
voting got underway, with state tele-
vision airing images of modest lines 
at some polling centres across the 
country.

However, online videos purported to 
show some polls empty while a survey 
of several dozen sites in the capital, 
Tehran, saw light traffic amid a heavy 
security presence on the streets.

The election came amid height-
ened regional tensions. In April, Iran 
launched its first-ever direct attack 
on Israel over the war in Gaza, while 
militia groups that Tehran arms in the 
region — such as the Lebanese Hez-
bollah and Yemen’s Houthi rebels — 
are engaged in the fighting and have 
escalated their attacks.

Iran is also enriching uranium at near 
weapons-grade levels and maintains a 
stockpile large enough to build several 
nuclear weapons, should it choose to 
do so. And while Khamenei remains 
the final decision-maker on matters 
of state, whichever man ends up win-
ning the presidency could bend the 
country’s foreign policy toward either 
confrontation or collaboration with the 
West.

The campaign also repeatedly 
touched on what would happen if 
former President Donald Trump, who 
unilaterally withdrew America from 
the Iran nuclear deal in 2018, won the 
November election. Iran has held indi-
rect talks with President Joe Biden’s 
administration, though there’s been 
no clear movement back toward con-
straining Tehran’s nuclear program for 
the lifting of economic sanctions.

More than 61 million Iranians over 
the age of 18 were eligible to vote, with 
about 18 million of them between 18 
and 30. Voting was to end at 6 pm but 
was extended until midnight to boost 
participation.

The late President Ebrahim Raisi, 
who died in a May helicopter crash, 
was seen as a protégé of Khamenei 
and a potential successor as supreme 
leader.

Still, many knew him for his involve-
ment in the mass executions that 
Iran conducted in 1988, and for his 
role in the bloody crackdowns on dis-
sent that followed protests over the 
2022 death of Mahsa Amini, a young 
woman detained by police over alleg-
edly improperly wearing the manda-
tory headscarf, or hijab.

Reformist Masoud Pezeshkian wins 
Iran’s presidential runoff election, 
besting hard-liner Saeed Jalili

PARIS, Jul 6 (Agen-
cies): French President 
Emmanuel Macron 
could awake — if he 
has slept at all — with 
clipped wings on 
Monday morning.

The high-stakes 
second round of the 
legislative election on 
Sunday will almost cer-
tainly impact the French 
leader’s sway in the 
areas of defense and 
foreign affairs. It could 
diminish his role as an 
energetic and influen-
tial figure in European 
and world affairs and 
as one of Ukraine’s 
primary backers in the 
war against Russia, say 
retired French military 
officers and analysts of 
France’s defense and 
foreign policies.

After the centrist presi-
dent’s bloc finished a 
distant third, behind the 
surging far right, in last 
weekend’s first round of 
voting for a new parlia-
ment, one of the only 
certainties before Sun-
day’s decisive round two 
is that Macron himself 
can’t emerge strength-
ened.

With many of its candi-
dates already out of the 
race, Macron’s camp 
can’t secure the abso-
lute majority that gave 
him ample maneuvering 

room in his first term as 
president from 2017. It 
also is likely to fall well 
short of the 245 seats it 
won after his reelection 
in 2022. That made it 
the largest single group 
— albeit without a clear 
majority — in the outgo-
ing National Assembly 
that Macron dissolved 
on June 9, triggering the 
surprise election after 
the far right handed his 
alliance a painful beat-
ing in French voting for 
the European Parlia-
ment.

That leaves two out-
comes most likely to 
emerge on Sunday night 
to Monday as official 
results come in.

In one scenario, 
France could end up 
with a fragmented par-
liament and a prime 
minister too weak to 
seriously undermine 
Macron’s constitution-
ally guaranteed role 
as head of the armed 
forces and, more broad-
ly, unable or unwilling to 
majorly challenge his 
defense and foreign-
policy powers. Still, 
even in this best-case 
scenario for Macron, 
France risks becoming 
inward-looking, more 
focused on its polarized 
and unstable domestic 
politics than its place 

and military activities in 
the world.

In a second sce-
nario, a worst case for 
Macron, the far right 
could secure an historic 
victory on Sunday that 
saddles the president 
with Jordan Bardella 
as prime minister, in an 
awkward and possibly 
conflictual power-shar-
ing arrangement. The 
28-year-old Bardella 
is a protege of Marine 
Le Pen, who leads the 
far-right National Rally 
party, with Bardella 
as its president. Both 
Le Pen and Bardella 
have made clear that, 
in power, they would 
seek to rein in Macron 
and exert themselves in 
defense, European and 
foreign affairs decision-
making.

The French Consti-
tution only gives lim-
ited answers to how the 
various scenarios might 
play out. In large part, 
it could depend on the 
personalities of those 
involved and their ability 
to compromise, French 
analysts say.

Although the constitu-
tion says the president 
is commander in chief, 
it also says the prime 
minister “is responsible 
for national defense.”

During the campaign, 

Bardella laid out what 
he said would be “my 
red lines” with regards 
to Ukraine, if he ends 
up sharing power with 
Macron: No more 
French deliveries of 
long-range weaponry 
that Ukraine could 
use to strike targets in 
Russia and no sending 
of troops, a scenario that 
Macron floated this year. 
Bardella said he doesn’t 
want nuclear-armed 
France to be drawn 
into direct confronta-
tion with nuclear-armed 
Russia. His party has 
historically been close 
to Russia and Le Pen 
cultivated ties to Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin for many years 
and supported Russia’s 
illegal annexation of the 
Crimean Peninsula from 
Ukraine in 2014.

Who would have the 
final word in potential 

arguments over long-
range weapons for Kyiv 
is “actually quite a tricky 
one,” says François 
Heisbourg, a French 
analyst on defense and 
security questions at the 
International Institute for 
Strategic Studies.

“The president can 
probably do it if he 
wanted to, but the prime 
minister could also state 
that he can prevent the 
president from doing 
so,” he says. “It can 
become a deadlock.”

“If they don’t agree, 
they can actually pre-
vent each other from 
doing anything.”

Power-sharing isn’t 
new to France. But in 
previous cases, the 
president and prime 
minister weren’t as 
sharply opposed politi-
cally as Macron and 
Bardella.

“Nobody until now 

has tried to test these 
respective powers to 
their ultimate conclu-
sion. This is completely 
uncharted territory,” 
Heisbourg says.

On military affairs, Le 
Pen has already deliv-
ered a warning shot, 
calling Macron’s role 
as commander in chief 
“an honorary title for 
the president since it’s 
the prime minister who 
holds the purse strings.” 
Macron retorted: “What 
arrogance!”

French retired Vice 
Adm. Michel Olhaga-
ray, a former head of 
France’s center for 
higher military studies, 
is concerned that what 
he describes as the con-
stitutional “blur” about 
shared military respon-
sibilities could ripple 
through the ranks of the 
country’s armed forces.

Conflictual power-
sharing could be “some-
thing extremely painful 
for the armies, to know 
who the armies will 
obey. Very painful, very 
difficult,” he says.

“In any case, the presi-
dent of the republic can 
no longer take personal 
initiatives, like launch-
ing a (military) opera-
tion, etc., because that 
requires an understand-
ing with the prime min-

ister.”
Because the French 

military operates across 
the globe, with forces 
deployed on the east-
ern flank of the NATO 
alliance, in Africa, the 
Middle East and else-
where, changes to its 
posture by a power-
sharing government are 
sure to be scrutinized by 
France’s international 
network of allies and 
partners.

“They will all ask, ‘But 
what is happening? How 
will this evolve? What 
will become of France? 
Will France keep its 
commitments?’” Olhag-
aray says.

But analysts say 
France’s nuclear forces 
shouldn’t be impacted. 
The president holds the 
nuclear codes, not least 
to ensure that the arse-
nal remains credible as 
a deterrent by making 
sure that potential ene-
mies understand that 
any decision to strike 
isn’t taken by commit-
tee.

If no clear majority 
emerges for any single 
bloc from Sunday’s 
voting, lawmakers may 
have to do something 
that’s not a tradition in 
France: build a coalition 
government. Because 
the prime minister at its 

head will need broad 
consensus in parliament 
to keep the government 
from falling, that person 
is more likely to be a 
weakened junior part-
ner in sharing power 
with Macron.

“The president will 
have much more con-
trol,” says retired Gen. 
Dominique Trinquand, a 
former head of France’s 
military mission at the 
United Nations.

In a coalition gov-
ernment, consensus-
building on tough for-
eign policy questions 
— such as whether 
to greatly boost aid to 
Ukraine — could take 
time, and issues that 
divide might be put on 
the back burner.

“The room to maneu-
ver would be narrowed,” 
says Frédéric Charillon, 
a professor of political 
science at Paris Cité 
University.

“In France, we are 
much more used to this 
kind of, you know, presi-
dential system of monar-
chic foreign policy, when 
the president says, ‘I will 
do this, I will do that.’”

But in the power-shar-
ing arrangement with a 
new prime minister that 
now awaits Macron, “It 
cannot work like that.”

France’s president called a surprise election, the result could 
diminish his power in world affairs

The second round of the high-stakes legislative election on Sunday will almost certainly impact how much say France’s 
president has in the fields of defense and foreign affairs
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Union Budget 2024-25 to be  
presented in Lok Sabha on July 
23

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man will introduce the full budget of the 
Narendra Modi-led NDA government. Ear-
lier, ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, an 
interim budget was tabled in Parliament 
on February 1.

Why Congress is not keen on 
alliance with AAP in Delhi and 
Haryana

According to Delhi Congress leaders, the 
factors that made an alliance with the AAP 
a necessity in the Lok Sabha polls were dif-
ferent as compared to the scenario in the 
assembly polls. In the general elections, the 
priority was to minimise division of votes in 
contests with the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
while at the state level, the main focus of the 
Congress will be on regaining lost ground, as 
per the party’s local unit. Delhi is scheduled 
to have assembly elections in early 2025.

The Congress has struggled to make a 
comeback electorally in Delhi since its defeat 
in the state elections in 2014. Prior to that, it 
had been in power in the national capital for 
15 years in a row. At present, it does not have 
a single MLA in the state assembly. A major 
reason for the Congress failing to make a 
mark in the elections in Delhi is that it has 
lost its support base to the AAP. The party’s 
assessment is that the AAP has grown in 
Delhi at the Congress’ cost.

“The state’s political scene is in turmoil, 
with the many allegations of corruption made 
against the Kejriwal government. It was the 
Congress that had first taken up the issue of 
corruption in the excise policy. Corruption 
and misgovernance are the two main issues 
with which we will hit the ground,” said a Delhi 
Congress leader.

The party might find it challenging though 
to balance its stance with regard to Kejriwal’s 
continued incarceration in the excise policy 
case at the national level with its opposition 
to the AAP government at the state level. 
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, in his 
inaugural speech in the Lok Sabha, talked 
about how it bothered him when opposition 
leaders are targeted, and he mentioned that 
Kejriwal continues to be in jail.

Meanwhile, in neighbouring Haryana too, 
where the Congress had contested on nine 
out of the ten seats, leaving Kurukshetra con-
stituency for the AAP, there appears to be 
little chance of the two parties entering any 
understanding for the assembly elections. 
Haryana goes to polls later this year.

The Congress, which had failed to win a 
single seat in the previous Lok Sabha polls, 
won five seats this time round. The party 
feels that in the assembly elections, the fight 
will be primarily between the ruling BJP and 
the Congress.

The AAP, the Congress feels, will add little 
to the Congress’ prospects since it is not a 
significant player in the state’s politics. It is 

felt that the popularity of the BJP government 
has reduced drastically, with issues such as 
farmers’ ire and unemployment playing an 
important role in this. The Congress’s state 
unit feels it can capitalise on these issues in 
the Assembly elections to a much greater 
extent than it did in the Lok Sabha polls.

Soldier injured in gun battle with 
terrorists in Kulgam

of forces were carrying out a cordon and 
search operation (CASO) in the area follow-
ing an input about the presence of militants.

“The CASO turned into a gun battle as the 
joint team of forces came under fire. In the 
initial exchange of fire, a soldier was injured 
,” a security officer said.

He said additional forces have been rushed 
to the area to ensure that militants don’t 
manage to break the cordon.

J&K Police said that forces were on job.
“Encounter started at Modergam Village of 

#Kulgam District. Police and Security Forces 
are on job. Further details shall follow,” J&K 
Police said in a post on X

President Droupadi Murmu 
confers 10 Kirti Chakras, 26 
Shaurya Chakras

Rifles; Captain Anshuman Singh of the 
Army Medical Corps, 26th Battalion, the 
Punjab Regiment; and Havildar Abdul 
Majid, 9th Battalion, the Parachute Regi-
ment (Special Forces) from the Indian 
Army have been conferred the Kirti Chakra 
posthumously, according to the list of 
awardees shared in the statement.

Inspector Dilip Kumar Das, Head Con-
stable Raj Kumar Yadava, Constable 
Bablu Rabha and Constable Sambhu 
Roy of 210 CoBRA Battalion, CRPF have 
been also conferred the Kirti Chakra 
posthumously.

Three personnel, including two of 
major-rank and one naib subedar, have 
been conferred the Kirti Chakra, the min-
istry said.

The Rashtrapati Bhavan later also 
shared pictures from the ceremony on 
its official X handle.

“President Droupadi Murmu conferred 
Kirti Chakra upon Captain Anshuman 
Singh, The Army Medical Corps, 26th 
Battalion The Punjab Regiment, post-
humously. Disregarding his own safety, 
he exhibited exceptional bravery and 
resolve to rescue many people in a major 
fire incident,” it said.

Two BSF personnel killed in 
separate road accidents in J&K

Rescuers managed to save the lives of two 
BSF personnel but Singh was swept away by 
a strong current and later he was found in a 
critical condition and sent to a hospital where 
he was declared brought dead by doctors, 
the officials said.

In another accident, BSF jawan Amit Kumar 
Shukla (30) died when a cab turned turtle 
inside Chenani-Nashri tunnel in Udhampur 

district.
Shukla, who was posted in J-K, was on way 

to his home in Jharkhand on leave, officials 
said.

One killed, 17 injured as 
2  buses overturn in UP’s 
Muzaffarnagar

The incident took place near Bhagenla 
checkpost on the Delhi-Dehradun national 
highway under Kotwali police station area, 
they said. The deceased has been identified 
as Ramgopal (35), the driver of one of the 
buses, Circle Officer (CO) Rupali Rao said.

BJP reviews strategy, plans 
future programs in J&K: G. 
Kishan Reddy

G. Kishan Reddy, BJP National General 
Secretary Tarun Chugh, BJP’s J-K elec-
tion co-incharge Ashish Sood, and Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh are among those 
who will attend the meeting.

Ahead of the meeting, G. Reddy told 
reporters in  Jammu, “We are conducting 
a review after the Lok Sabha elections. We 
formed the government for the third time. 
We will discuss the upcoming programs of 
the BJP in  Jammu and Kashmir.”

“The National President, J.P. Nadda, 
will come and prepare a roadmap for the 
upcoming 3-4 months… We will also take 
feedback from the party workers,” Reddy 
added.

The BJP leader claimed that there was a 
positive environment in Jammu and Kash-
mir following the abrogation of Article 370.

“After the abrogation of Article 370, there 
is a positive environment and peace here. 
Because of this, we are sure that support 
for the BJP will increase in the coming 
time,” Reddy said.

Tarun Chugh said, “State Working Com-
mittee meetings are happening all over 
the country. BJP National President J.P. 
Nadda is going to attend the meeting here. 
It is because of the party workers that the 
BJP has formed the government for the 
third time.”

On the Assembly elections likely to be 
held in  Jammu and Kashmir by the end 
of September as per the timeline fixed by 
the Supreme Court, Chugh said, “It is the 
Election Commission’s job to announce the 
elections. The BJP has always guarded 
democracy. The BJP is a worker-based 
party; we discuss and move forward 
together.”

J-K is likely to see its first Assembly elec-
tion in September this year, according to 
the timeline fixed by the Supreme Court 
after the erstwhile state’s special status 
was scrapped in 2019. The last Assembly 
election in the erstwhile state was held in 
2014.

The BJP-led government scrapped Arti-
cle 370 in  Jammu and Kashmir in August 
2019 and bifurcated the state into two union 
territories. There have been demands from 
political parties for early assembly elec-

tions in  Jammu and Kashmir and the res-
toration of statehood. Earlier, the Supreme 
Court had asked the Election Commission 
of India and the Centre to conduct polls by 
September.

Amarnath Yatra: J-K Police issue 
special traffic advisory for yatra 
convoy, non-convoy movement

“If, for any reason, there is a delay in cross-
ing, the vehicles will be placed in the above 
locations and released only the next day. I 
urge people to follow the cut-off hours. The 
main purpose of designing cutoff timings is 
to ensure the safety and security of yatris,” 
he further added.

Meanwhile, a traffic police checkpoint is 
in operation on NH 44 to ensure the safety 
of Amarnath Yatris and regulate traffic flow.

Earlier this morning, another batch of 
Amarnath pilgrims left from the Panthacho-
wk Srinagar base camp for the holy yatra.

A devotee of Baba Amarnath expressed 
enthusiasm before the pilgrimage and said, 
“We will complete this Amarnath Yatra 
through Pahalgam. We are so happy that we 
can’t express it. The facilities are good, and 
since the time we came here, it feels like we 
are in a very secure and safe environment. 
We haven’t faced any difficulty, be it food or 
stay, everything is so well arranged.”

In view of the yatra, the Udhampur Health 
Department in Jammu and Kashmir has 
deployed five mobile medical teams (ambu-
lances) along the route from Tikri to Che-
nani Nashri Tunnel on the Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway, Udhampur.

“This initiative aims to provide immediate 
medical assistance to pilgrims in case of 
emergencies during their journey. These 
ambulances will be stationed at strategic 
points and equipped with medical staff and 
supplies to handle a range of medical situ-
ations,” said Dr Anil Manhas, Chief Medical 
Officer, Udhampur, on Saturday.

In the event of a serious medical condition, 
the ambulances will transport patients to 
designated referral centres. These include 
the Associated Hospital Government Medi-
cal College Udhampur, the Primary Health 
Centre Tikri, the Community Health Centre 
Chenani, and the Primary Health Centre 
Majalta.

Additionally, Dr Manhas informed that 20 
beds have been reserved at the Associated 
Hospital Medical College Udhampur, while 
10 beds each have been allocated at the 
Primary Health Centre Tikri, Community 
Health Centre Chenani, and Primary Health 
Centre Majalta to accommodate pilgrims 
requiring hospitalisation.

This timely deployment by the Udhampur 
Health Department underscores their com-
mitment to the safety and well-being of all 
pilgrims undertaking the Amarnath Yatra.

Earlier on Friday, the Baltal in Ganderbal 
district, which falls on the route of the Ama-
rnath Yatra, witnessed rains on the seventh 
day of the annual pilgrimage to the holy 
shrine cave located in the Kashmir Hima-
layas.

Conducted by the Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board, the Amarnath Yatra has two routes: 

one through Pahalgam and the other via 
Baltal. 

Baltal serves as the camping ground for 
pilgrims in the Ganderbal district of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

As per the Srinagar Meteorological 
Department, Pahalgam recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 20.3 degrees Celsius 
on July 5. This year, the yatra started on 
June 29 and will end on August 19, last-
ing 52 days. The devotees of Lord Shiva 
undertake the arduous annual pilgrimage to 
the holy cave shrine located in the Kashmir 
Himalayas in July-August.

Ahead of Muharram, Basharat 
Bukhari seeks availability of 
adequate facilities during holy 
processions

He requested that besides providing an 
uninterrupted supply of electricity and drink-
ing water, the quality medical facilities during 
the procession must be ensured.

He further urged DC that Pandals and solar 
lights may be installed in and around Imam 
Bharas to save mourners from the scorching 
heat during the day and facilitate their easy 
movement during night hours by installing 
solar lights.

The Former Minister requested the Deputy 
Commissioner to take stock of the arrange-
ments personally.

Basharat Bukhari also offered help and 
assistance to the district administration in 
whatever way possible , for providing facili-
ties during Muharram processions.

Jagannath Rath Yatra 2024: 
Heavy Rainfall May Lash Odisha 
Districts, IMD Issues Alerts For 
2 Days

Nabarangpur, Gajapati, Ganjam, and Kan-
dhamal districts on Monday, July 8, and in 
Jharsuguda, Sundargarh, Mayurbhanj, and 
Keonjhar districts on Tuesday, July 9.

On President Droupadi Murmu to attend the 
Puri Rath Yatra, Odisha DGP Arun Kumar 
Sarangi said, “We are briefing the officers 
who are deployed for security at Puri for Rath 
Yatra. All the senior officers are present. We 
have separate security arrangements for the 
visit of the President...”

Odisha Police also informed that they will 
be using groundbreaking AI-powered tech-
nology for the upcoming Rath Yatra, marking 
a historic first in its efforts towards effective 
traffic and crowd management.

Over 12 000 drunk drivers fined 
between Jan 1 and Jun 30

The circle area-wise analysis of number 
of violations, police said, will allow targeted 
enforcement efforts to improve road safety and 
compliance of laws.

They said its enforcement measures to pre-
vent drunk driving include increased checking 
and breathalyser tests.
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Top News Report

LEH, July 6: The Lieu-
tenant Governor of 
Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr) 
BD Mishra (Retd) met 
the members of the 
Committee on Public 
Accounts from Karna-
taka Legislative Assem-
bly on the Study Tour 
to Ladakh led by the 
Chairman of the Com-
mittee, CC Patil, at the 
Lieutenant Governor’s 
Secretariat.

Advisor to the HLG, 
Dr Pawan Kotwal, and 
ADGP Ladakh, Dr SD 
Singh Jamwal, were 
present in the meet-
ing. The Committee on 
Public Accounts from 
Karnataka Legislative 

Assembly are on a study 
tour to Ladakh from July 
4 to 7.

After a brief introduc-
tion of the members 
of the Committee, the 
Chairman of the Com-
mittee, Patil apprised 
the LG of the functioning 
of the Committee along 
with the objective of the 
study tour.

The Committee mem-
bers inquired about 
the functioning of vari-
ous sectors in Ladakh, 
including agriculture, 
hydro-electric projects, 
industrial policy, the 
election of Hill Councils 
along with their roles 
in the governance, the 
crime rate in Ladakh and 
the healthcare facilities 

provided to the people 
of Ladakh, etc.

Stating that he is 
happy to interact with 
an illustrious team who 
have served the public 
for many years, the LG 
informed the Committee 
members that Ladakh is 
still in a nascent stage 
after becoming a union 
territory in 2019.

He also informed about 
the neglect faced by the 
people of Ladakh when 
the region was a part 
of the erstwhile state 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
particularly in budget 
allocation, communica-
tion and connectivity, 
etc.

He further informed 
about the challenges 

faced by the Adminis-
tration in spending the 
funds allocated by the 
Government of India 
due to the absence of a 
proper mechanism.

The LG stated that the 
UT Administration is now 
ensuring proper and full 
utilisation of the funds 
allocated by the Gov-
ernment of India for the 
region’s development.

The LG informed about 
his six-decades-long 
association with Kar-
nataka state, especially 
Mysuru when he was 
commissioned in Infan-
try, the 18th Battalion of 
the Madras Regiment, in 
1961. He also highlight-
ed the challenges faced 
by the UT Administra-

tion, including ensuring 
the availability of drink-
ing water for posterity, 
ensuring round-the-year 
road connectivity and 
reducing the mortality 
rate of pashmina goat 
kids, etc.

The LG also felicitat-
ed the members of the 
Committee on Public 
Accounts.

Advisor to the LG, Dr 
Pawan Kotwal, informed 
about various steps 
taken by the UT Admin-
istration in all the fields/
sectors along with the 
challenges faced due 
to the short working 
season. He also high-
lighted initiatives taken 
to make Ladakh a car-
bon-neutral region.  

LG Mishra meets members of Committee on Public 
Accounts from Karnataka Legislative Assembly

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: BJP 
has once again proved 
that it has no concern 
with the common people 
of Jammu, its political 
reach only means to 
benefit its own interests 
and business friends, 
even if the cost is to 
put the lives of common 
people at risk, this is the 
allegation of Shiv Sena 
(UBT) Jammu-Kashmir 
unit chief Manish Sahni.

In a press conference 
held today at the party's 
state central office, state 
chief Manish Sahni said 
that not lifting the road 
between Kunjwani and 
Narwal on pillars on the 
Delhi-Katra Expressway 
and cancelling the deci-
sion to build a blind wall, 
is putting the lives of the 
common people at risk 
and giving an open invi-
tation to accidents.

He said that with the 
mere apprehension that 
the construction of the 
blind wall would affect 
the business of some 
BJP leaders and their 
favourites, many senior 
BJP leaders became 
active and the decision 
to construct this blind 
wall was cancelled by 
ignoring the safety of the 
general public.

Sahni said that even 
before this, blind walls 
have been constructed 
in many areas on the 
Jammu-Kashmir Nation-
al Highway.

The safety of the gen-
eral public was given 
importance by ignoring 
the objections of the 
affected people.

On the other hand, 
about 2 dozen families 
in the Warehouse and 
Nehru Market of Jammu 
are forced to live in dilap-
idated residential quar-

ters declared unsafe by 
the JDA, risking their 
lives.

This building was 
declared unsafe by the 
PWD in 2012. Despite 
the passage of a long 
period of 12 years, no 
alternative arrangement 
has been provided for 
these families.

Sahni said that the 
people of Jammu divi-
sion had given a historic 
victory to the BJP in the 
2014 assembly elections 
and also made the BJP 
candidates victorious 
in the 2019, 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, but 
whenever the people of 
Jammu faced problems, 
the BJP never paid any 
attention. Jammu got 
nothing but deception 
and disappointment. On 
this occasion General 
Secretary Vikas Bakshi, 
Vice president Sanjeev 
Kohli were present.

Shiv Sena accuses BJP of serving its own 
interests, not caring for common people

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, July 6: 
Management of Dulhasti 
Power Station of National 
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration has cautioned 
people of Kishtwar and 
Doda districts not to 
move near river Chenab 
on June 10 as gates of 
Dulhasti Power Station 
Dam shall be opened for 
periodical silt reservoir 
flushing.

In a statement the 
authorities have particu-
larly cautioned people 

residing in Dul, Benz-
war, Cherhar, Bhand-
erkoot, Hasti, Kandni, 
Thathri, Premnagar and 
Pul Doda, not to move 
near the River Chenab 
on June 10 July 10, 2024 
(Wednesday) from 00:00 
Hrs to 24:00 Hrs when 
the de-silting will be car-
ried out.

“During this period the 
water level may rise two 
to three meters temporar-
ily, therefore the public 
residing near Chenab 
downstream areas is 
being warned to refrain 

from moving themselves, 
their cattle, pets and 
vehicles near the bank 
of the river to avoid any 
mishap,” said the state-
ment.

People have been 
requested to cooperate 
for the safety of their 
lives.

“Anybody violating the 
advisory shall be doing 
so at his own risk and 
NHPC/management of 
Dulhasti power station 
shall not be responsible 
for consequences there-
of,” said the statement.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
Akhil Bhartiya Dharam 
Prachar Sewa Samiti 
(ABDPSS) in Jammu 
and Kashmir has been 
organizing a Bhandara 
at the Railway Station in 
Jammu since June 30, 
2024, specifically to cater 
to the needs of pilgrims 
embarking on the Baba 
Amarnathji Yatra.

As of today, they are 
celebrating the 7th day 
of continuous service. 
Mahant Narinder Dass 
ji Maharaj, a prominent 
f igure, inaugurated 

today's Bhandara, under-
scoring the dedication 
and efforts of the volun-
teers, particularly Sunil 

Sharma, the National 
Coordinator.

The initiative aims to 
provide pilgrims with 

pure, healthy meals 
round the clock, empha-
sizing the importance of 
"sattvic" food—food that 
is pure, nutritious, and 
energetically balanced 
according to traditional 
principles.

Notably, they have 
special arrangements to 
accommodate pilgrims 
observing fasts on sig-
nificant days like Eka-
dashi and other festivals, 
a feature not commonly 
found in Jammu's transit 
camps.

This effort is sup-
ported by a committed 
team comprising Vishal 

Sharma, Amrit Bhivani, 
Ajay Kumar, and Raman 
Kumar, who have been 
instrumental in ensuring 
seamless service deliv-
ery.

Community partici-
pation is robust, with 
attendees such as Vishal 
Sharma, Swatantar 
Bakshi, Vikram Sharma, 
Raja Mankotia, Anil 
Kumar, Tarachand, and 
others actively engag-
ing and suppor ting 
the initiative, reflecting 
widespread commu-
nity endorsement and 
involvement in this noble 
cause.

 Silt flushing of Dulhasti project on July 10

ABDPSS continues Bhandara for Amarnath pilgrims
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NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): In just the 
first two months of finan-
cial year 2024-25 (FY25), 
Indian corporates have 
mobilised Rs 84,866 
crore through equity 
issuances, including 
initial public offerings 
(IPO), follow-on public 
issues and preferential 
allotment. In the twelve 
months of FY24, cor-
porates had raised Rs 
67,956 crore from the 
IPO market and are 
expected to mobilise over 
Rs 1 lakh crore through 
primary issuances in the 
current fiscal.

Leading the equity issu-
ance surge during the 
first two months were 
IPOs from the small and 
mid-cap (SME) segment, 
with 44 of these compa-
nies getting listed in the 
first two months of the 
current fiscal (FY25). 
This comes amid the 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Sebi) 
Chairperson Madhabi 

Puri Buch raising con-
cerns over manipulation 
in the listing of SMEs a 
few months back.

While 44 companies 
got listed on SME plat-
forms of the BSE and the 
NSE in April and May, 
there were a total of 52 
listings (main board IPOs 
plus SME IPOs) during 
the two month period. In 
fiscal 2023-24, the total 
number of SME compa-
nies that were listed was 
196.

A total of 21 SMEs got 
listed in April, raising Rs 
527 crore, while there 
were 23 SME IPOs which 
mobilised Rs 673 crore 
in May, according to the 
data from Sebi data.

In March this year, the 
Sebi Chairperson had 
said that there were 
signs of price manipu-
lation in SME IPOs and 
trading of such shares in 
the secondary market. 
“The reality is that SMEs 
are relatively small enti-
ties, the market is small, 

the free float is small, 
it is relatively easy to 
manipulate both at the 
IPO level and the trad-
ing level,” Buch had said.

Some of the SMEs that 
raised capital through 
IPO route in April and 
May 2024 included 
ABS Marine Services 
(Rs 96.29 crore), Trust 
Fintech Ltd (Rs 63.45 
crore), Creative Graphics 
Solutions India (Rs 54.4 
crore), Quest Laborato-
ries (Rs 43.16 crore) and 
Indian Emulsifiers (Rs 
42.39 crore). All SME 
IPOs witnessed higher 
participation from retail 
investors and also were 
listed at a premium.

In order to check volatil-
ity in the listing of SMEs, 
NSE, on Thursday, intro-
duced an overall capping 
of 90 per cent on the 
opening price discovered 
during a special pre-
open session for IPOs 
on its SME platform. This 
means the listing day 
price of any SME cannot 

go above 90 per cent of 
the issue price.

On an overall basis, 
Indian corporates mobil-
ised Rs 84,866 crore 
through equity issu-
ances, including initial 
public offering (IPO), 
both mainboard and 
SME platform, follow-on 
public offering and pref-
erential allotment in the 
first two months of fiscal 
2024-24, the SEBI data 
showed.

India Inc raised Rs 
14,661 crore through 
eight main board IPOs 
in April and May, the 
data showed. Some of 
the main board IPOs 
included Aadhaar Hous-
ing Finance (Rs 3000 
crore), Go Digit General 
Insurance Rs 2,614 crore 
and Awfis Space Solu-
tions Ltd (Rs 599 crore).

Indian corporates 
raised Rs 67,956 crore 
from the IPO market 
in FY24 and they are 
expected to mobilise over 
Rs 1 lakh crore through 

primary issuances in the 
current fiscal. The rise in 
the number of companies 
raising money through 
IPOs can be attributed 
to the strong macro-
economic growth of the 
country, stable govern-
ment and interest rates, 
and ease in inflation.

According to Sebi data, 
corporates did not raise 
money through the fol-
low-on public offer route 
in May this year. How-
ever, in April, Rs 18,000 
crore was raised through 
a single FPO of Vodafone 
Idea, which was the larg-
est issue in the country. 
Funds amounting to Rs 
3,798 crore were raised 
through 20 rights issues 
in April and May.

Funds raised through 
preferential allotment 
during the two months 
stood at Rs 32,695 
crore. The amount raised 
through QIP (Qualified 
Institutional Placement) 
stood at Rs 14,512 crore 
in the period.

SMEs on IPO spree in April, May as corporates mobilise 
nearly Rs 85,000 crore from equity offerings

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: On the 
occasion of 102nd Inter-
national Day of coopera-
tives which is celebrated 
worldwide on 1st Satur-
day of July special pro-
gram of cooperatives 
and FPO awareness 
was kept at Samba 
(JKUT), Jammu, Rajouri 
and Talwar (Punjab) by 
the Unati Agri Allied 
and Marketing Multi-
state Cooperative Soci-
ety Limited (UAMMCL) 
and Jammu & Kashmir 
Dairy Cooperative Fed-
eration (JKDCF).  The 
main program was held 
at Gandhinagar (Guja-
rat) under the leadership 
of Amit Shah (the Min-
ister for Home Affairs 
and Cooperation) orga-
nized by NCUI (National 
Cooperative Union of 
India)

Vikrant Dogra (Chair-
man, UAMMCL & 
JKDCF) said that the 
Ministry of Cooperation, 

under the leadership of 
Amit Shah has launched 
54 new initiatives in just 
a short span of 3 years, 
since its inspection, 
which will set the tone 
of development of rural 
and agriculture econo-
my on the principles of 
cooperation.

He further lauded the 
efforts of Dr. Ashish 
Kumar Bhutani Secre-
tary Ministry of coopera-
tion and their team for 
igniting the entire coop-
erative moment and help 
the United Nations to 
declare 2025as ``Inter-
national year of Coop-
eratives' '.

He further said that it 
is for the first time the 
international coopera-
tives day is celebrated 
in JKUT especially after 
the revival of the cooper-
ative movement in JKUT 
in the last three years.

Vikrant Dogra further 
said that for the first 
time in JKUT one multi 
state cooperative has 

been formed which will 
provide much needed 
backward and forward 
linkage to the FPOs and 
SHGs at grass root level 
and link the cooperative 
FPOs with neighboring 
states under mentorship 
of Jyotiswaroop. The 
apex dairy cooperative 
federation which will 
complete its first year 
has integrated the dairy 
sector in JKUT after the 
abrogation of Article 
370.

He further said the 
Unati has got affilia-
tion with NCOL, NECL, 
NCCF Bharatiya Bhej 
Sehkarita samiti and 
other national federa-
tions to bring “Bharat 
Brand'' to JKUT and 
neighboring states. He 
thanked Dileep Singhani 
(Chairman, NCUI) for 
his support and Babila 
Rakwal (secretar y, 
Cooperatives JKUT) 
for providing all timely 
help to the cooperatives 
(FPOs)

102nd International Day of Cooperatives 
celebrated with pledge to strengthening 
Cooperatives at grass root

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: Spe-
cial Judge NIA Jatinder 
Singh Jamwal on Satur-
day granted 15 days judi-
cial remand of Former 
Bar President Kashmir 
MA Qayoom upto 20th 
of July 2024. Former Bar 
President Kashmir MA 
Qayoom  was arrested by 
the SIA on June 25, 2024 
or his alleged involvement 
in the murder conspiracy 
of fellow advocate Babar 
Qadri in 2020.

Today Accused, namely 
Mian Abdul Qayoom S/o 
Late Mian Abdul Rahim 
R/o Barzulla, Srinagar, 
has been produced 
before this Court today, 
6,h of July 2024 at 1410 
hours, by Sh. Farooq 
Qaiser, SSP (FIU) CID 
Hqrs, J&K/ CIO with the 
prayer for remanding him 
to the judicial custody for 
a period of 15 days inter 
alia on the grounds that 
investigation of the case 
is still in progress.

The accused informed 
the Court that being him-
self a practicing Lawyer, 
having more than 40 
years of experience at the 
Bar, he has not engaged 
any Counsel for him and 
also refused the services 
of the Legal Aid defence 
Counsel and himself 
opposed the present 
application, for extension 
of Police remand.

The accused did not 
oppose the prayer of the 

Investigation Agency for 
remanding him to judicial 
custody. However, he 
insisted that his place of 
lodgment should be at 
Central Jail: Kot BhalwaL 
Jammu for the reason 
that better medical-care 
facilities are available in 
the said jail. The Chief 
Investigation Officer, on 
the other hand, assured 
the Court that adequate 
medical-care shall be 
ensured to the accused 
and further submitted that 
the District Jail: Jammu 
is equally well-equipped 
and all the hospitals, 
including the Super Spe-
cialty Hospital, at Jammu 
are nearer to the said Dis-
trict Jail. He further sub-
mitted that the accused 
has no right to insist for 
lodgment in a particular 
jail, of his choice and con-
venience.

Court after perusing 
the latest entries in the 
Case-diary and consid-
ering the submissions 
made by Special PP 
Anuj Gupta, it is noticed 
that the accused person 
is involved in a case reg-
istered vide Case FIR 
No. 62/2020 of Police-
Station: Lai Bazar/SIA 
Kashmir Offences U/Ss. 
120-B/302 of IPC; Sec. 
7/27 of Indian Arms Act 
& Sections 13/16/18/18-
B/20/38/39 of UA (P) Act, 
the investigation whereof 
is in progress. He is, 
therefore, remanded to 
judicial custody till 20th of 

July 2024 with the direc-
tion to Superintendent, 
District Jail: Jammu to 
produce him before the 
competent Court of Law 
on that day.

Court also directed that 
the accused person shall 
be subjected to medical-
examination under rule 
and adequate medical-
care, as per requirement, 
shall be made available 
to him.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6:  A NIA 
court here on Saturday 
sent former President of 
the  Jammu and Kashmir 
High Court Bar Associa-
tion’s Srinagar wing Mian 
Abdul Qayoom to 14-day 
judicial custody for his 
alleged involvement in 
the murder conspiracy 
of a fellow advocate in 
2020.

Advocate Babar Qadri, 
a human rights expert 
who frequently appeared 
on television debates, 
was fatally shot by ter-
rorists at his residence 
in the Hawal area of 
Srinagar in September 
2020. He had narrowly 
survived an assassina-
tion attempt in 2018.

Qayoom, arrested by 
the State Investigation 
Agency (SIA) in Srinagar 
on June 25, was pro-
duced before the court 
of special judge Jatin-
der Singh Jamwal on 
the expiry of his second 
remand. The court has 
sent him to judicial cus-
tody till July 20, officials 
said.

Courts designated to 
hear cases of anti-terror 
agency NIA also takes 
up cases of the SIA, 
a wing of the  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police that 
enforces counter-terror-
ism laws in the Union 
Territory.

Police had claimed that 
a Lashkar-e-Taiba com-
mander, Saqib Manzoor, 

was involved in Qadri’s 
killing. Manzoor and 
another militant com-
mander were killed in a 
gunfight with police in 
Srinagar in 2022.

Qayoom, 76, a promi-
nent figure in Kashmir 
associated with the All 
Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence, was arrested by 
the SIA after it took over 
the case in July last year.

He was brought to  
Jammu by the SIA 
immediately after his 
arrest on June 25 and 
was produced before 
the presiding officer of 
the fast track court the 
next day. It sent him to 
five-day police remand 
which was subsequently 
extended by six days by 
the special court.

In January, the  Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh 
High Court transferred 
the case to a Jammu 
court from Srinagar, 
saying, “for a fair and 
impartial trial of a crimi-
nal case, it is imperative 

that the witnesses are in 
a position to depose in 
an atmosphere, which is 
free and not hostile”.

The high court order 
came on an applica-
tion moved by the SIA, 
saying no lawyer from 
Srinagar was willing to 
render legal assistance 
due to the involvement 
of some “influential” law-
yers based in the city.

The Srinagar Police 
first filed a charge-sheet 
in the case against six 
accused in the special 
UAPA court in Srinagar 
in 2021.

In August 2022,  police, 
as part of its probe, 
conducted searches at 
Qayoom’s residences 
and those of two other 
lawyers in Srinagar, 
seizing digital devices, 
bank statements and 
documents.

Last September, the 
SIA announced a reward 
of Rs 10 lakh for any 
information leading to 
solving Qadri’s killing.

Top News Report

GANDERBAL, July 6: 
Further strengthening its 
base in the state, a join-
ing program at Rangil 
District Ganderbal where 
100 members of dif-
ferent Political Parties 
joined Shiv Sena (Shinde 
Group) in presence of 
Naseer Ahmad Lone Vice 
President Kashmir Divi-
sion & Riyaz Ahmad Dar 
District Youth President 
Ganderbal.

Ashwani Gupta State 
President, Sanjay Bhat 
State Secretary (Organ-
isation) /Prabhari ,  State 
Youth President Ajay 
Dhar also joined through 
Video Conferencing.

Ashwani Gupta wel-
comed the new member 
in the party fold to work 
with respect to the teach-
ings of BalaSahib and 
Eknath Shinde.

He further asked them 
to reach to public and 
bring the genuine prob-
lem in the notice knowl-
edge of administration, so 

that relief to be provided
Sanjay Bhat welcomed 

the new members in the 
party fold and empha-
sised upon them to work 
for the eradication of drug 
menace in the society 
particularly amongst the 
youth and take forward 
the ideals of Shri Bala-
sahab to every nook and 
corner of the state.

While addressing the 
function State Youth 
President Ajay Dhar said 
that Shiv Sena is rapidly 
expanding its base in 
JKUT and party  has a 
strong & decisive pres-
ence all parts of the state.
He appealed the youth to 
make people aware about 
the importance of taking 
part in electoral process.

Naseer Ahmad Lone 
Vice President Kashmir 
Division said Shiv Sena 
will fight for the rights of 
public & asked all mem-
bers to work for the  bet-
terment of the society.

While praising Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde 
Riyaz Ahmad Dar District 

Youth President Gander-
bal said that it the vision 
of our leadership that 
Bharat is becoming pow-
erful in every field.

Newly Joined member 
Shabir Beigh  thanked 
the Party Leadership for 
giving me chance to serve 
the people.

The others who also 
at tended inc luded 
Naseer Ahmad Lone, 
Riyaz Ahmad, Shabir 
Ahmad Beigh, Hilal 
Ahmad, Muneer Ahmed, 
Jan Mohd Beigh, Mukhta 
Ahmad, Naseer   Ahmad 
Bhat, Fayiz Ahmed Mir, 
Tariq Ahmad, Rasool 
Bhat, Javeed Ahmad, 
Mudsir Ahmad, Ali Mohd, 
Karsheed, Ghulam 
Ahmed, Shabir, Adil, 
Mustaq, Shuil, Zahid, 
Ayash, Bashir Ahmad, 
Mohd Makbool, Showket, 
Farooq Ahmed, Ghulam 
Hassin, Sajeed, Mir 
Gulzar, Mohd Ashraf, Gh 
Qadir, Gh Mohd Dar, Ali 
Mohd Najar, Nasir Ahmad 
and more.

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, July 6: 
Five days course on 
“Advance Technology in 
Forensic Science” com-
menced in S.K Police 
Academy on 2nd of July, 
2024 culminated today. 
In the course 10 officers 
of J&K Police partici-
pated.

The Course was 
designed with the aim 
to equip the participants 
with the knowledge 
on cutting-edge tools 
and techniques used 
in forensic science to 
elevate the investiga-
tion skills of investigat-
ing officers. During the 
course, expert instruc-
tors and practitioners 
delivered deliberations 
on the topics such as 
Handling and preserva-

tion of scene of Crime, 
Forensic clues of Blood, 
Semen, Saliva, Forensic 
examination of arms & 
ammunition, Collection, 
preservation & forward-
ing of physical evidence 
to the Forensic Science 
Laboratory, Lifting & 
packing of fingerprints, 
Impor tance of post 
mortem examination, 
forensic clues in explo-
sive cases. Addition-
ally, a visit to Forensic 
Science Laboratory 
Jammu was arranged to 
familiarize participants 
with the latest Forensic 
Technologies, Recent 
trends in advancement 
in NDPS Cases, Foren-
sic Toxicology, Forensic 
documents examina-
tion, Emerging trends 
and future directions in 
the field and Securing 

the Scene of Crime in 
Explosive cases.  

At the valediction 
function organized at 
the Academy, Ramnish 
Gupta, SSP, Dy. Direc-
tor (Admn) SKPA was the 
chief guest. Gupta laid 
emphasises the impor-
tance of participants 
keeping themselves 
updated with modern 
techniques in Forensic 
Science and under-
standing the content to 
be asked by and inves-
tigating officers from 
FSL when forwarding 
physical evidences. He 
also stressed the impor-
tance securing the crime 
scene.  

The course was coor-
dinated by Mehmood 
Ahmed, Inspr. assisted 
by HC Randip Singh, 
member faculty.

Court grants 15 days judicial remand 
to former Kashmir Bar President

J&K Advocate Murder Case | Former HC Bar 
Association President Sent To 14-Day Judicial Custody

Shiv Sena Kashmir unit organizes 
joining programme

Five days course on “Advance 
Technology in Forensic Science” 
concludes in SKPA Udhampur

Top News Report

POONCH, July 6: As 
part of the ‘Fit India’ 
initiative of the Govern-
ment, a lecture on impor-
tance of physical fitness 
was conducted at Tota 
Gali, Poonch District.

The lecture highlighted 
the significance of physi-

cal fitness and exhorted 
the audience to make 
exercise a daily ritual.

The lecture brought 
out the importance of 
physical fitness as it 
results in strong bones, 
seamless cardio vascu-
lar functions and strong 
muscles for better health 
and reduced risk of life-
style diseases like blood 
pressure, diabetes etc. 
Regular physical activity 
including playing games 
also helps in reducing 
stress, instills sportsman 
spirit and a ‘Never Give 
In’ attitude towards life.

Top News Report

RAJOURI, July 6: 
Indian Army carried out 
an outreach medical 
drive to provide medical 
assistance to the vil-
lage community living in 
remote villages of Kheri, 
Gundi and Andari of Kalal 
sector to provide health-
care to their doorsteps.

Through these mobile 
camps and patrols, Indian 
Army has addressed the 
healthcare needs with 
utmost care and com-
passion.

The locals of these vil-

lages face healthcare 
issues, exacerbated by 
factors such as poverty, 
illiteracy and geographic 
isolation.

To obviate these 
issues, Indian Army med-
ical representatives with 
their ‘Area Domination 
Parties’provide medical 
facilities to the villagers.

The Awam expressed 
their gratitude and 
requested for similar 
campaigns in the future. 
54 villagers and their 
families were benefitted 
by the mobile medical 
patrol.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
Indian Red Cross Soci-
ety (IRCS), J&K-UT 
organized a formal 
certificates distribution 
ceremony for its Insti-
tutional Members from 
different companies and 
institutions at Red Cross 
Bhawan, Kachi Chawni, 
Jammu. This initiative 
was started by Rohit 
Khajuria, General Secre-
tary, IRCS J&K-UT under 
the leadership of Manoj 
Sinha, Hon’ble Lt. Gov-
ernor (President, IRCS), 
J&K which acknowledg-
es the invaluable support 
and contributions made 
by these organizations 
towards the humanitar-
ian efforts of the IRCS.

Different representa-
tives from various com-
panies were present 
on the occasion. Rohit 
Khajuria, expressed his 
gratitude towards the 

corporate partners, stat-
ing, “The collaboration 
between the Indian Red 
Cross Society and our 
institutional members is 
a testament to the power 
of collective effort in 
addressing humanitar-
ian challenges. We are 
deeply appreciative of 
the support provided by 
these companies, which 
enables us to reach more 
people in need and make 
a significant impact in our 
communities.”

The Indian Red Cross 
Society remains dedi-
cated to its mission of 
providing relief in times 
of disasters, promoting 
health and care in the 
community, and uphold-
ing the dignity of individ-
uals through its various 
programs and services. 
The support from institu-
tional members is crucial 
in ensuring the sustain-
ability and expansion of 
these efforts.

Army holds lecture on 
Physical Fitness at Tota Gali

Army carries out Mobile 
Medical Patrol at Kalal

IRCS J&K-UT distributes 
certificates to institutional 
members from various companies

Top News Report

POONCH, July 6: 
Living up to the traditions 
of maintaining contact 
with Veterans, an inter-
action was organized 
at Mendhar, Poonch by 
Indian Army.

During the interaction 
issues of employment 
opportunities through 
NSDC accredited cours-
es, problems faced by 
veterans and need for 
women empowerment 
were discussed.

The Veterans hailed 
efforts made by Army 
and assured their par-
ticipation towards overall 
development of area and 
in bringing peace and 
harmony in the society.

Army holds 
interaction with 
ESM, Veer Naris 
at Mendhar
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MUMBAI, Jul 6 (Agencies): 
As Rahul Dravid bids farewell 
to Team India, the legend said 
that during his tenure as head 
coach, he abhorred chopping 
and changing the side too much 
and always tried to be a foil for 
skipper Rohit Sharma so that 
he could devise his own winning 
strategies.

Dravid’s coaching stint came 
to an end with India winning the 
T20 World Cup in Barbados last 
week, defeating South Africa 
and bringing home the trophy 
for the second time after 2007.

“I’m someone who actually 
likes continuity and don’t like 
to chop and change too many 
things because I believe that 
creates a lot of instability and 
doesn’t create very good envi-
ronment,” said Dravid in a video 
posted by BCCI on Saturday.

“I feel that I am a part of the 
team whose responsibility is to 
create the right professional, 
safe, secure environment that 
doesn’t really have a fear of fail-
ure as such but is challenging 
enough to push people. That 
has always been my endeav-
our.”

Dravid said that the period 
when the players were coming 
out of the Covid-19 pandemic 
was a tough one for him as he 
had just taken over as coach 
and “never envisaged” that he 
would have to work with half a 
dozen captains.

“One of the things that we 
really had to manage, especially 
in the early part of my coaching 
tenure here with India. We were 
at the back-end of the Covid 
restrictions.

“We really had to manage their 
workloads through all the three 
different formats. There were 
a few injuries and it led to me 
working with something like 5-6 
captains in the first 8-10 months 
of me being here.

“It was definitely something 
that I hadn’t envisaged, or not 
something that I thought about, 
but it just sort of organically hap-
pened.”

Under Dravid’s tutelage, India 
thrashed England in the five-
match Test series at home and 
the team also reached the 2023 
ODI World Cup final.

While Covid put a lot of restric-
tions on players and they virtu-
ally lived out of a ‘bubble case’ 
at all times, the pandemic also 
had its up side as a lot of young-
sters got a chance to be a part 
of the India team environment.

Dravid’s relationship with 
Indian stalwarts like Rohit 
Sharma and Virat Kohli dates 
back to the time when he was 
at the fag end of his cricketing 
career while the two were find-

ing their feet in international 
cricket.

“I’ve really enjoyed working 
with Rohit, someone I knew as 
a young boy. Just to see him 
grow as a person and grow as 
a leader in Indian cricket, what 
someone like him has been able 
to contribute to the team over 
the last 10-12 years, both as a 
player and now as a leader, has 
been a real tribute to him and 
the effort that he’s put in.

“I’ve really enjoyed getting to 
him know as a person as well 
and enjoyed seeing his commit-
ment and his care for the team; 
to just try and get the environ-
ment right where everyone feels 
safe and secure and enjoys 
themselves. It’s something that 
I’ll miss.

“Even with someone like Virat. 
In the initial days, just a couple 
of series with him as a captain, 
just a couple of matches. Get-
ting to know him as well and 
to see how he goes about his 
business, the professionalism 
that he continues to display...

his desired to improve, to get 
better. It’s been fascinating for 
me to watch.”

Dravid said he always believed 
in the process because of which, 
at times, he was misunderstood 
as not being result-oriented.

“For me that’s (results), of 
course it’s important. I keep 
saying and people think, ‘Oh, 
I think result are not important’. 
Of course, results are important.

“I’m in the business to produce 
results. But it’s always like, as 
a coach, to think about what is 
it that I can control to help the 
results and at the end of the day 
our responsibility should be to 
try and help the captain deliver 
his vision and his philosophy of 
how he wants the team to play.”

“Of course, to win cricket 
games is a given. You try to win 
as much as you can. You start 
with that. But I always look back 
on what is it that leads to the 
winning? How do you win more 
games and what is the process 
required to win more games?

“For me, the vision was to try 
and get that process right. Tick-
ing all of those boxes. ‘Are we 
challenging the players enough? 
Are we practicing well enough? 
Are we prepared tactically, tech-
nically? Are we supporting the 
players as best as we possibly 
can, Are we creating the right 
environment?

“These are the things I think 
that are important to tick before 
you get to the winning. The 
winning, hopefully, if you do a 
lot of these things, most of the 
time the winning will take care 
of itself.”

Didn’t like chopping and changing, tried to help 
captain deliver his vision: Rahul Dravid

NEW DELHI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Former 
India coach Ravi Shas-
tri has fired back at 
ex-England captain 
Michael Vaughan over 
his comments sug-
gesting that the T20 
World Cup scheduling 
favored India. Vaughan 
had implied that the 
organizers had shown 
partiality towards India 
during the recently con-
cluded 2024 T20 World 
Cup, citing the semifinal 
performance of Afghan-
istan against South 
Africa as an example.

Vaughan’s criticism 
stemmed from Afghani-
stan’s disappointing 
T20 World Cup semi-
final show, where they 
were bowled out for just 
56 runs against South 
Africa. This match fol-
lowed a historic perfor-
mance by Afghanistan, 
where they reached 
their first-ever semifinal 
in an ICC tournament. 

Vaughan took to social 
media to express his 
discontent, noting that 
Afghanistan faced a 
flight delay while travel-
ling to Trinidad, which 
left them with limited 
time to practice and 
acclimate to the new 
conditions.

“So Afghanistan quali-
fied for the WC semi, 
winning in St Vincent 
on Monday night .. 4 hr 
flight delay on Tues to 
Trinidad so no time to 
practice or get accus-
tomed to a new venue 
.. utter lack of respect 
to players, I am afraid,” 
Vaughan tweeted. 
“Surely this semi should 
have been the Guyana 
one .. but because the 
whole event is geared 
towards India it’s so 
unfair on others .. 
#T20IWorldCup.”

In response, Shastri 
dismissed Vaughan’s 
claims, emphasizing the 
strength and achieve-

ments of the Indian 
team. The former India 
coach urged Vaughan 
to concentrate on Eng-
land’s performance 
instead of making base-
less accusations about 
the tournament’s sched-
uling.

“Michael can say what 
he wants. Nobody in 
India cares. Let him sort 
out the England team 
first. He should give 
advice on what hap-
pened to the England 
team in the semifinal. 
India are used to lift-
ing Cups. I know Eng-
land have won twice, 
but India have won 
four times. I don’t think 
Michael’s lifted a Cup 
ever. So think twice. He 
is a colleague of mine, 
but that’s my answer to 
him,” Ravi Shastri said 
while speaking to Times 
Now.

Shastri also brushed 
aside the controversy 
surrounding Suryaku-
mar Yadav’s catch in 
the last over of the 
T20 World Cup final 
against South Africa. 
Addressing Vaughan’s 
remarks, Shastri said, 
“Sour grapes. And go 
and check the record 
books after five years. 
The name India will 
be engraved on it.” 
With this strong rebut-
tal, Shastri has clearly 
shown his disdain for 
Vaughan’s comments, 
standing firm in defence 
of the Indian team and 
the tournament’s orga-
nizers.

Ravi Shastri hits back at Michael 
Vaughan’s ‘India-centric T20 
World Cup’ criticism

Dravid’s coaching stint came to end with India winning T20 World Cup in 
Barbados last week, defeating South Africa

MUMBAI, Jul 6 (Agencies): 
BCCI (Board of Control for 
Cricket in India) vice president 
Rajeev Shukla has responded 
to Shiv Sena Leader Aditya 
Thackrey’s remark that BCCI 
should never take the World 
Cup final away from Mumbai. 
Notably, the Indian Cricket 
Team was given a rousing 
reception in Mumbai upon their 
arrival from Barbados follow-
ing the T20 World Cup 2024 
triumph.

A special roadshow was orga-
nized by the BCCI for the World 
Champions where people 
turned up in huge numbers to 
see their stars up close. 

The entire squad was also 
felicitated at the Wankhede Sta-
dium in front of a packed crowd 
who cheered at the top of their 
voices for the Men in Blue.

Seeing the fervour for cricket 
in the people of Mumbai, Thack-
rey took to his X account and 
wrote, “Yesterday’s celebration 
in Mumbai is also a strong mes-
sage to the BCCI...

Never take away a World Cup 

final from Mumbai!
BCCI Vice President Rajeev 

Shukla has also reacted to the 
statement saying that as per the 
cricket board’s policy, the final 
cannot always be given to a par-
ticular city.

“It is BCCI’s policy that where 
the final should take place. It 
cannot always be given to a 
particular city. 

There has been a final match 
-- 1987 World Cup -- in Kolkata 
also, and Kolkata is considered 
as Mecca. So it can’t be decided 
that it should always happen in 
a particular city,” Shukla told 

agency.
“There are semi-finals and 

finals which have taken place in 
Mumbai. Similarly, the Ahmed-
abad ground has got a capac-
ity of 1,30,000, and we go by 
capacity also,” he continued. 
Kolkata (Eden Gardens) has got 
a big capacity, around 80,000 
spectators (approx. 66,000) can 
be accommodated. Similarly, 
other cities also,” he added.

Notably, team India won the 
ODI World Cup 2011 at the 
Wankhede Stadium. 

However, in the last year’s edi-
tion of the tournament held in 

India, the hosting rights of the 
final were awarded to the Nar-
endra Modi Stadium in Ahmed-
abad which boasts a capacity of 
around 1,30,000. Unfortunately, 
India lost the final against Aus-
tralia leading to a breakdown of 
cricket fans all over India.

Further speaking ahead, 
Shukla revealed that he 
was delighted to see such a 
response from Mumbai for the 
victory parade and said that the 
city is always their priority.

“This is purely a decision keep-
ing in mind the entire country 
and all the venues. You cannot 
confine to one venue. We were 
really delighted to see Mum-
baikars and their response. 
Mumbai is always our priority. 
It’s not that (it is not). But it has to 
be decided by the entire BCCI, 
where to host finals, where to 
have semi-finals... Every match 
is important. Mumbai is always 
on our priority list. But saying 
that all the finals should take 
place in one city... It never hap-
pens in any country,” Shukla 
concluded.

Rajeev Shukla responds to Aditya Thackrey’s 
‘Hosting World Cup final in Mumbai’ remark

HARARE, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Shubman 
Gill understands how 
tough it is to replicate 
the imposing feats of 
Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli, but the young bat-
ting star wants to ease 
himself into the role of 
a T20I opener following 
retirement of the two 
modern day greats from 
the format.

Gill, who was one of 
the travelling reserves 
during the just-conclud-
ed T20 World Cup, is 
leading a second-string 
Indian team in the 
five-match T20I series 
against Zimbabwe 
beginning here from 
today.

“I think Rohit Bhai was 
an opener and Virat 
Bhai also opened in this 
World Cup...I have also 
opened in T20Is. So, I 
think I will want to open 
in T20Is,” he said on the 

eve of their first match 
here.

Gill said he wanted to 
pursue his own goals 
without taking too much 
pressure while think-
ing of matching the 
two greats — Kohli and 
Rohit.

Asked how he will 
deal with the burden of 
expectations, Gill said: 
“Pressure and expec-
tations...they I think 

always remain. But what 
Virat Bhai and Rohit 
Bhai have achieved, if 
I look to achieve that 
or reach that, it will be 
very difficult for me. 
Every player has his 
own goal, where he 
wants to reach. That is 
the pressure. If you want 
to reach where other 
people have reached, 
then you have more 
pressure,” he said.

Shubman Gill opens up, 
wants to bat at top in T20Is

ISLAMABAD, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Pakistan 
cricket team batting 
stalwarts Mohammad 
Rizwan and Iftikhar 
Ahmed are in the news 
again for the wrong rea-
sons. After the nation’s 
group stage exit from 
the 2024 T20 World 
Cup, many former play-
ers, experts and fans 
have called for a major 
reshuffling in the team, 
and for many senior 
players to be chopped 
off. Whilst no major 
changes are likely to 
be made yet, a video 
has resurfaced across 
X, showing Rizwan 
and Iftikhar struggling 
against a Pakistani net 
bowler in a practice ses-

sion.
In the video that has 

rapidly gone viral, 
Rizwan and Iftikhar are 
being beaten by pace 
and bounce multiple 
times. The bowler, how-
ever, is not Shaheen 
Shah Afridi or Naseem 
Shah, but local bowler 
Nouman Khan Khaira.

Fans gave no mercy to 
Rizwan or Iftikhar.

“These local boys 
should be taken into 
the Pakistani team and 
those playing for the 
side should be rested,” 
said one user on X.

“They even struggled 
against part time soft-
ware engineers of USA,” 
joked another user on 
Instagram.

Rizwan struggled for 
form during the 2024 
T20 World Cup. Despite 
finishing as Pakistan’s 
second-highest run-
scorer, he batted at a 
disappointing strike rate 
of just 90. Most notably, 

Rizwan failed to guide 
Pakistan to a victory 
against India despite 
being well set during the 
run chase.

Iftikhar, on the other 
hand, made just 23 runs 
in two games, and was 

dropped from the play-
ing XI.

Pakistan’s early exit
Pakistan exited the 

2024 T20 World Cup in 
the group stage, after 
back-to-back losses to 
co-hosts USA and then 
arch-rivals India in their 
opening two games. The 
results led to many criti-
cising Pakistan captain 
Babar Azam and the rest 
of the unit, with Pakistan 
Cricket Board chairman 
Mohsin Naqvi promising 
a “major surgery”.

However,  recent 
reports have suggested 
that Naqvi is unlikely 
to make large-scale 
changes in order to 
avoid conflict with the 
senior players.

Pakistan Batters Struggle Against Net Bowlers, 
Internet Rips Them Apart

CHENNAI, Jul 6 
(Agencies): Having lost 
the Test and ODI series, 
South Africa bounced 
back to defeat India 
by 12 runs in the first 
women’s T20I of their 
three-match series to 

secure their first win 
of the multi-format tour 
here.

Opener Tazmin Brits 
(81 off 56 balls) and 
Marizanne Kapp (57 off 
33) struck belligerent 
fifties as South Africa 

posted an imposing 
189/4 after India opted 
to bowl.

In reply, Smriti Man-
dhana (46 off 30) and 
Shafali Verma (18 off 
14) gave India a brisk 
start before South Africa 
triggered the collapse. 
Jemimah Rodrigues 
raised hopes lower 
down the order with a 
53 not out, but South 
Africa held nerves to 
restrict them to 177/4.

Brief scores: South 
Africa: 189/4 in 20 
overs (Brits 81, Kapp 57; 
Vastrakar 2/23, Radha 
2/40); India: 177/4 in 20 
overs (Rodrigues 53, 
Mandhana 47).

South Africa draw first 
blood vs India
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Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: State 
General Secretary, J&K 
Pradesh Youth Congress 
Anirudh Sawhney in a 
statement on Saturday 
called for an increase 
in the age limit for can-
didates appearing in the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Services Selection Board 
(JKSSB) Sub-Inspector 
(SI) exam in 2024.

He said that the current 
age limit of 28 as per the 
last notification of the 
exam released in 2021 
is totally unfair given the 
recent history of examina-
tion scams, cancellations 
and delays.

He further criticized the 
Board and J&K UT Gover-
nance for their complete 
failure to conduct investi-
gation on prior scam, hold 
the guilty responsible and 
also failing to conduct the 
exam for 4 years.

"The age limit should be 
increased to 32 to ensure 
that all candidates affect-
ed by these issues have 
an equal opportunity to 
participate", he added.

Speaking on the issue, 
Anirudh Sawhney elabo-
rated that the 2021 SI 
exam had been cancelled 
because of a scam in the 
conduct of the exami-
nation. Since then, no 
subsequent exams have 
been conducted for four 
years due to ongoing mis-

management and corrup-
tion.

"It is unacceptable 
that aspiring candidates 
have been kept in limbo 
for such an extended 
period due to the failures 
of the administration. 
These young individuals 
deserve a fair chance to 
compete for these posi-
tions," Sawhney stated.

The Youth Congress 
leader stressed that the 
continuous delays and 
scandals have left many 
hardworking candidates 
in a precarious situation. 
With each passing year, 
these candidates are 
aging out of the eligibil-
ity criteria. Increasing 
the age limit to 32 would 
ensure that those who 
have diligently prepared 
and waited are not unjust-
ly disqualified, he said.

Sawhney argued that 
this age relaxation is a 
necessary step to rec-
tify the wrongs done to 
these candidates by the 
JKSSB's mismanage-
ment.

Sawhney also pointed 
out that the youth in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
have limited opportuni-
ties already and existing 
opportunities should not 
be snatched away too. 
J&K yourh already faces 
significant challenges 
in terms of employment 
opportunities due to 
administrative inefficien-

cies, neglect by the ruling 
BJP govt at the Centre 
and complete incompe-
tence of the administra-
tion, he emphasized.

The demand for age 
relaxation, particularly 
for general category 
candidates, to 32 years, 
and possibly with even 
greater relaxation for 
other categories is genu-
ine and logical. "The last 
Sub-Inspector post was 
advertised on October 
21, 2021, and the pro-
cess was only completed 
on January 8, 2024.

Over the last three to 
four years, the JKSSB 
has been unable to com-
plete the exam process 
due to scams and unnec-
essary delays. Hence, it 
is not the fault of the stu-
dents. The hardworking 
students have suffered 
immensely during this 
period, he said.

Adding to his state-
ment, Sawhney said that 
J&K has plunged into a 
dire situation of unem-
ployment which is being 
heightened because of 
ongoing corruption and 
lack of action from the 
right authorities. There 
are pending issues from 
all sections of youth in 
J&K, be it medical stu-
dents, or govt. exam 
aspirants. We urge the 
administration to take the 
needs of the youth seri-
ously, said Sawhney.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
members of Movement 
Kalki, in a press confer-
ence at Hari Market here 
on Saturday, praised 
and thanked the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation 
(JMC) for fixing the water 
coolers following their 

protest.
They also expressed 

gratitude to the media 
personnel and all the 
agencies involved.

Movement Kalki mem-
bers emphasized that just 
as JMC has undertaken 
this task, all malfunction-
ing water coolers across 
the city should also be 

repaired promptly.
They urged that water 

coolers installed under 
the Smart City project, 
which come with a fee, 
should be fixed to ensure 
that no traveler or resi-
dent faces any inconve-
nience in Jammu city.

They further pointed out 
that although the water 
coolers and freezers 
have been repaired, the 
cleanliness work is still 
pending. They requested 
that cleaning be complet-
ed as soon as possible.

On this occasion, core 
commit tee member 
of Movement Kalki 
Sunny Kant Chib, board 
member Pritam Sharma, 
SanjeevDubey, and local 
residents were present.

UT Administration should give age relaxation 
to JKSSB SI candidates: Anirudh Sawhney

Movement Kalki appreciates JMC 
efforts, calls for further improvements

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
students of Govern-
ment Polytechnic Bikram 
Chowk Jammu undergo-
ing training at Center for 
Invention, Innovation, 
Incubation & Training 
(CIIIT) Jammu has devel-
oped an innovative bike 
“LPG-Petrol Hybrid Bike” 
as a part of their proj-
ect in the final semester 
which is new and future 
technology.

Er Arun Bangotra, Prin-

cipal of the college, con-
gratulated the students 
and the staff members 
involved in the innova-
tive project.

The students upgraded 
and modified the old 
Bajaj Platina 100 cc bike 
to run on both Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
and petrol and installed 
electronic Controls Ardu-
ino-managed servos for 
LPG flow and airflow for 
enhanced efficiency and 
reduced emissions.

This innovation not 

only improves fuel effi-
ciency but also reduces 
emissions, offering an 
eco-friendly alternative 
to traditional petrol-only 
bikes. The hybrid bike 
is designed to maximize 
fuel efficiency, with LPG 
providing an estimated 
110 km/l compared to 80 
km/l on petrol.

This improvement is 
due to LPG's leaner stoi-
chiometric ratio, which 
allows for more complete 
combustion. Previously, 
the bike had a petrol 

range of approximately 
700 km and with the 
addition of LPG, the com-
bined range of LPG and 
petrol now exceeds 1100 
km, significantly enhanc-
ing the bike's usability 
for longer trips without 
frequent refueling. The 
innovative Bike is pre-
pared by the students of 
final year of Automobile 
Engineering namely Abhi 
Sharma, Akhil Sharma, 
Parvez, Sachin Kumar, 
Rishabh Verma, Nitin 
Sharma and Suparth 

Sharma.
They took two months 

to complete the project 
and the design of the bike 
is totally different from 
other conventional bikes.

They were guided by 
the HOD, Raj Shekhar, 
Anubhav Maheshwari, 
SME CIIIT (Tata Technol-
ogies, and faculty mem-
bers of the Automobile 
Engineering Department 
Yogesh Raina, Kamal 
Kumar, Manmohan 
Singh, Raman Kumar 
and Ashu Saini.

Students of Government Polytechnic 
Jammu fabricated LPG-Petrol Hybrid Bike Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
Division of Statistics 
and Computer Science 
is hosting a week-
long training program 
on "Digital Literacy: 
Empowering Agricultur-
al Students" from July 
3-9, 2024, at SKUAST 
Jammu, in celebration of 
National Statistics Day 
(NSD-2024).

On the occasion, Prof. 
B. N. Tripathi, Vice 
Chancellor SKUAST-
Jammu and Prof. Rajen-
der Prasad, Director 
ICAR-IASRI signed 
MoU between SKUAST 
Jammu and ICAR-IASRI 
to enhance academic 
and research collabora-
tion, particularly for the 
benefit of students and 
researchers.

Prof. B. N. Tripathi, 
Vice Chancellor was 
Chief Guest on the 
occasion and during 
his address he empha-
sized the importance of 
using proper statistical 
procedures for scientific 
research.

He highlighted the 
increasing volume of 
data collected in daily 
life and the necessity of 
statistical software for 
data processing, stress-
ing the need for digital 
literacy to strengthen 
the agricultural system.

He said  that the digital 
literacy among students 
is not merely a skill but 
a gateway to transform 

the opportunities in the 
agricultural sector.

Prof. Rajender Parsad, 
Director, ICAR-IASRI, 
New Delhi was Special 
Guest on the occasion. 
He underscored the 
need for precise sta-
tistical tools to address 
future challenges in 
policy and planning at 
regional and national 
levels.

Dr. Parsad also dis-
cussed the vital role 
of digital tools in agri-
culture and delivered a 
special lecture.

Prof. Rajinder Peshin, 
Director Education, 
SKUAST-Jammu also 
addressed the par-
ticipants, quoting Karl 
Pearson: "Statist ics 
is the grammar of Sci-
ence."

Earlier, Prof. S.E.H. 
Rizvi, Dean FBSc wel-
comed the dignitar-
ies. Prof. Manish Kr. 
Sharma, Head and 
Course Director, pre-
sented the importance 
of the training program. 
The training program 
saw a significant regis-
tration, with 30 under-
graduate students and 
30 research scholars 
selected to participate.

Nineteen resource 
persons from var i -
ous esteemed institu-
tions, including IASRI, 
CCSHAU Hisar, IIT 
Kanpur, IIT Jammu, 
BITS Pilani, IIT Roorkee, 
University of Delhi, Cen-
tral University Jammu, 

SKUAST Kashmir, and 
VIT-AP, will share their 
exper tise on topics 
such as Chat GPT, R 
Software, Latex, Cyber 
Security, QTL mapping, 
SPSS, website design, 
AI and ML methods, 
blended learning, and 
many more.

The event was attend-
ed by prominent faculty 
members and resource 
persons, including Prof. 
Anil Sharma, Dean 
Faculty of Agriculture 
& Registrar, SKUAST-
Jammu; Prof. Sushil 
Sharma, Dean FoAE, 
Dr O P Sheron, Prof & 
Head, CCS HAU Hisar, 
Dr Girish Kr Jha, Prof & 
Head, DAB in IASRI, Dr 
Ram Niwas, CCSHAU,  
Dr. Moni Gupta, Prof 
& Head of Biochemis-
try, Dr. Sanjay Guleria, 
Dr. Brajeshwar, Prof 
& Head of Microbiol-
ogy, Dr. B.K. Sinha, Dr. 
Narinder Panotra, and 
other scientists from the 
Faculty of Basic Sci-
ences.

The organizing team, 
including Dr. Anil Bhat, 
Dr. Sunali Mahajan 
(Organizing Secre -
tary), Nishant Jasrotia, 
and non-teaching staff, 
supported the event. Dr. 
Subash Kashyap, Asso-
ciate Professor & Co-
organizing Secretary, 
conducted the proceed-
ings, and Prof. Bupesh 
Kumar, the Organizing 
Secretary, delivered the 
formal vote of thanks.

SKUAST-J, IASRI New Delhi 
sign MoU

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, July 6: The Delta 
5 Motorcycle Expedition has been 
organised by the Indian Army to com-
memorate the 25th anniversary of 
the Kargil victory and to pay tribute to 
the valour and sacrifice of the Indian 
Soldiers. Three teams of eight motor-
cyclists each commenced the jour-
ney from Dinjan in the North East, 
Dwarka in the West, and Dhanush-
kodi in the South on 12 Jun 2024.

The teams converged at Delhi where 

they were joined by an additional team. 
From Delhi, the united team proceed-
ed on two different routes towards Gun 
Hill in Dras. First team passing through 
the Zojila pass and the second team 
passing through the Rohtang pass.

The first team arrived at Udham-
pur on July 3 2024. During their stay 
in Udhampur from July 3 to July 6, 
the team felicitated Veer Naaris and 
Veterans of Udhampur station. The 
team also interacted with the NCC 
Cadets of the station and students 
of Army Public School Udhampur.

On July 6, 2024, the Motorcycle Expe-
dition was flagged off from Udhampur 
by Lt Gen Vijay B Nair, SM, Chief of 
Staff, Headquarters Northern Com-
mand, marking the continuation of their 
journey towards Gun Hill in Dras. During 
the occasion, a separate Northern 
Command Motorcycle rally comprising 
of nine riders from the Dhruva Com-
mand was also flagged off by the Chief 
of Staff. This rally will travel to Dras via 
the old Mughal Route and join the Delta 
5 Indian Army Motorcycle Expedition at 
Srinagar for onward move to Dras.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: In a cer-
emony held at the Zonal 
Police Headquarters 
Jammu (ZPHQ), Anand 
Jain, Additional Direc-
tor General of Police 
(ADGP), Jammu Zone, 
felicitated Umar Ashraf, 
an Indian Deaf cricketer 
from Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The event was graced 
by the presence of Ran-
jeet Kalra, Member of 
the J&K Government 
UT Sports Council, who 
joined Anand Jain in hon-
ouring the special crick-
eter.

Umar Ashraf represent-
ed India as a member of 
the deaf cricket team in a 
bilateral series played in 
England from June 18th 
to 27th, 2024.

The series witnessed 
a stellar performance by 
the Indian team, which 
emerged victorious by 
winning five out of the 
seven matches.

Anand Jain, while com-
mending Umar Ashraf for 

his extraordinary talent 
and unwavering com-
mitment, expressed his 
happiness over Umar's 
participation in the series.

"Umar has made all of 
us proud. It is inspiring 
to see an outstanding 
cricketer from Jammu 
and Kashmir represent-
ing India and bringing lau-
rels to our country. I wish 
him the best of luck in his 
future endeavours," Jain 
remarked.

On the occasion, Anand 
Jain also praised Ranjeet 
Kalra for his exceptional 
contribution towards 
the promotion of sports, 
especially for specially-
abled players. In recog-
nition of Umar Ashraf's 
achievements, Anand 
Jain presented a memen-
to on behalf of the J&K 
Police to the cricketer.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that the Indian deaf 
cricket team was earlier 
felicitated by the Union 
Minister for Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment, 
Dr. Virender Kumar, upon 
their return from England.

Top News Report

JAMMU, July 6: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Batwal Sabha (JKBS) on 
Saturday sent a memo-
randum to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi seeking 
wherein 'Padma Shri' 
awards for Doyen of Pun-
jabi Music Industry: Lal 
Chand Yamla who per-
formed all over the world, 
and the great writer: K.C. 
Bhagat who, through his 

thirty three books, con-
tributed a lot towards 
enriching English, Hindi, 
Urdu and Punjabi litera-
ture.

JKBS' General Sec-
retary R L Kaith and 
the executive members 
said, it will bring great 
joy to the hearts of mil-
lions of people living in 
India and abroad, if the 
'Padma Shri Awards' as 
urged are conferred upon 
both posthumously.

Indian Army Pays Tribute To Kargil Heroes

ADGP Jammu Zone 
honours Indian Deaf 
Cricketer Umar Ashraf

JKBS sends memo to PM 
seeking wherein
'Padamshri' for Lal 
Chand Yamla, K.C Bhagat


