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Soldier

injured in

aCCIdental NEW DELHI, Jun 26 n

grenade (Agencies): NDA nomi- i il
s nee Om Birla was elect- ' .

blaSt mn ed as Lok Sabha speak-

Samba er on Wednesday after a

SAMBA, Jun 26
(Agencies): A soldier
was seriously injured in
an accidental grenade
blast inside a camp
in Samba district of
Jammu and Kashmir
on Wednesday, officials
said.

The sepoy was han-
dling a training grenade
that exploded in his
hand inside the camp
at Diyani, they said.

They said the trooper
was admitted to the
Military Hospital in

motion moved by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was adopted through
voice vote, capping
intense debate on the
issue with the opposition
in a rare move proposing
its own candidate.

Pro-tem Speaker Bhar-
truhari Mahtab made the
announcement after the
opposition, which had
forwarded the the name
of eight-term Congress
MP Kodikunnil Suresh
as its candidate, did not
press for votes to the
motion.

gets a second consecu-
tive term in the chair, the
fifth time that a speak-
er will serve beyond
the tenure of one Lok
Sabha.

It is also amongst the
few occasions that an
election became nec-
essary for a post con-
ventionally decided by

Samba. With this, Birla, the consensus.

Dr Mohd BJP’s MP from Kota, “I announce Om Birla
Ashraf'is

new Army Commander reviews
director security situation in Reasi
SKIMS & LI, )
Soura ' :

SRINAGAR, Jun
26 (Agencies): The
Jammu and Kashmir
Government on Tues-
day has appointed Dr
Mohammad Ashraf as
director Sher-i-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences Soura Srinagar
with immediate effect.

According to an
order, “Sanction is,
hereby, accorded to
the appointment of Dr
Mohd Ashraf Ganie,
Professor, Depart-
ment of Endocrinol-
ogy, SKIMS, Soura as
Director, Sher-I-Kash-
mir Institute of Medical
Sciences, Soura, with
immediate effect.”

Cop dismissed
from service
for his
involment in
criminal
activities in
Kishtwar:
Police

JAMMU, Jun 26
(Agencies): Jammu
and Kashmir Police
on Wednesday said
that it have dismissed
a constable involved
in criminal activities in
Kishtwar district.

The police said
that it has dismissed
a Police Constable
from services for his
involvement in series of
criminal cases includ-
ing a murder case.

As per reports, one
Constable namely
Sham Lal No. 698/Ktr,
PID No. EXJ-118739
joined District Kishtwar
on 09-11-2023 while
he was under suspen-
sion on account of his
prolong absence and
indulgence in criminal
cases. The said Con-
stable was granted 03

=Turn to page 9

cies): Northern Army
Commander Lieutenant
General M V Suchindra
Kumar visited Jammu
and Kashmir’'s Reasi
district and reviewed the
security situation of the
region.

His visit to the area
along with General Offi-
cer Commanding (GOC)
of 16 Corps Lieutenant
General Navin Sachde-

JAMMU, Jun 26 (Agen-

i,

va and GoC Romeo
Force become impor-
tant to review the secu-
rity setup in the wake of
terror attack on a bus
carrying pilgrims in the
area on June 9.

Nine persons, including
seven pilgrims from Raj-
asthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi, were killed
and 41 injured in the
attack when the

mTurnto page 9

elected as the speaker,”
Mahtab said.

Soon after, Modi and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
went to Birla’s seat in the
front row of the treasury
benches to escort him to
the chair.

Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi also
joined them. Gandhi

One terrorist killed by security
forces as gunfight rages in Doda

DODA, Jun 26 (Agen-
cies): One terrorist was
killed by security forces
in an ongoing encoun-
ter in a forest area
in Jammu and Kash-
mir’'s Doda district on
Wednesday, police offi-
cials said.

The gunfight started
in Bajaad village in
Gandoh area around
9.50 am amid intensi-
fied search and cordon
operation by the police
along with the Army and
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) following
twin terrorist attacks in
the hilly district on June
11 and 12, the officials
said.

Six security personnel
were injured when ter-

NDA nominee Om Birla elected

Lok Saliha sneaker

greeted Birla and also
shook hands with the
prime minister.

After that, Modi, Gandhi
and Rijiju escorted
Birla to the chair where
Mahtab welcomed him
saying, “It is your chair,
please occupy.”

In his address, the first
in the 18th Lok Sabha,
Modi said Birla’s work as
a parliamentarian should
be an inspiration for new
Lok Sabha members.

“Itis a matter of honour
that you have been
elected to this chair for a
second time,” the prime
minister said.

“l congratulate you
on behalf of the entire
House and look forward
to your

mTurnto page 9

rorists attacked a joint
check post at Chattar-
galla on June 11, while a
policeman was injured in
a gunfight with terrorists
at Kota top in Gandoh
area the next day.

After the twin attacks,
security forces inten-
sified their anti-ter-
rorist operations and
announced a cash
reward of Rs 5 lakhs
each on four Pakistani
terrorists believed to
have infiltrated and
operating in the district.

The police, assisted
by security forces,
launched an operation
in the village of Sinoo
panchayat but came
under heavy fire from
the terrorists hiding in a

Elements disturbing peace in
J&K will be dealt with sternly:
Lieutenant Governor

AhE HU § b HE I

TOURISM

=
SRINAGAR, Jun 26
(Agencies): Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
Wednesday reiterated
that elements involved
in disturbing peace, and
law & order in the Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir will be taken to
task sternly.
Addressing a Tour-
ism Development Con-

DEVELOPMENT
CONCLAVE
2024 B8

1]

clave-2024 at SKICC
in Srinagar, Lieutenant
Governor said that J&K
government has held a
principle of “be-gunah
to chedho mat, gunah-
gar ko chodho mat” (do
not touch innocents,
and don’t spare guilty
unpunished). He stated
such kind of principle
will remain in place and

no power on earth can
undo this.

“Elements who will be
found involved in dis-
turbing peace, and law
& order of Jammu and
Kashmir won’t be spared
unpunished. They will be
dealt strictly under the
law,” Lieutenant Gover-

nor Manoj Sinha said.
mTurnto page 9

Improvement in Law and Order
led to increase in Tourist footfall
in J&K: Chief Secretary

‘dhok’ (mud house), the
official said, adding that
one terrorist was killed in
the retaliatory fire after
he came out and opened
fire on the search par-
ties.

The exchange of
fire was still going on
when last reports were
received, the officials
said.

An Army helicopter
was also seen hovering
over the area for surveil-
lance, they added.

Meanwhile, a Chi-
nese hand grenade was
recovered from village
Pind in Chingus area of
Rajouri district, the offi-
cials said.

They said the g{renade
mTurnto page 9

SRINAGAR, Jun 26:
The Jammu and Kash-
mir administration on
Wednesday said that
crores of rupees are
being spent on infra-
structure projects in the
Union Territory, which is
set to give a boost to the
economic activities like
tourism.

Stating that the
improvement in the law

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

and order situation has
led to the increase in the
footfall of tourists here,
Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo while addressing
a gathering at SKICC,
said that Jammu and
Kashmir has seen trans-
formative changes in the
last couple of years.

“As we are planning to
formulate a roadmap for
development of tourism
in J&K, we need sugges-
tions from the concerned
stakeholders including
tour operators, travel
agents and others in this
regard,” Dulloo said.

He said that crores of
rupees are being spent
here, which will help
boost the economic

mTurnto page 9

Security
Forces on high
alert after two
armed men
spotted in
Pathankot

CHANDIGARH, Jun
26 (Agencies): Secu-
rity forces were put on
high alert after a vil-
lager claimed to have
spotted two suspicious
armed men in Punjab’s
Pathankot, officials said
on Wednesday.

The Punjab Police,
along with the Army
and the Border Security
Force (BSF), launched a
massive search opera-
tion in Pathankot, a
senior Punjab Police
officer said.

The search operation
was being carried out
in the Bamial area, the
officer said.

“We are on alert,”
Deputy Inspector Gener-
al (Border Range, Amrit-
sar), Rakesh Kaushal,
said.

“Ajoint operation of the
Punjab Police, BSF and
Army is being carried out
in the Bamial area,” DIG

Kaushal added.
mTurnto page 9
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CHOUBARSI

Radha 5ommi
Aswe pay for the elermal soul ard celebrate her
imepiring life reflecied by hindness, kove, compas
sicn, hurminify, hone sty, genemsiy and sthics,we
would mequest you to kindly pin us for the
C haubarsi of cur beloved Sh. Shiv Lal Atd (Ha
Asha Rani)
Frogramme
Pay homage at our msdence
Faday Z8th June, 2024 Shej 11AM o 11:30 AR
Satsang 12 Moon o 1P
Priti Bhoj 1PM to 4P
Ai ATR| ASHIAMA Mear MES fikmtlion plant
Railway Roed Sangoor Ldhampur
Grief Strickan

Sl Ashru devi (Mother)
Smi. fsha Ranl (Wike)

= = e

Sh. Shiv Lal Atri
Sh. Sanjay Kumar & Riu Kanathia {Son and Daogiiber i law)

Sh. Mohinder Kumar & Anju Devl (Son and Dawghter in o)

Sh. Pawan Kumar & Malka Rani (Son and dauwg ber n law)
Mob No. 9149496104, TEES45 2355, B0B2002520, SEHTI0ET44

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

th Profound Gref and Sonmow we inform you the sad

amea oF our beloved Shri Chaman Lal Kewl
ffa) S/o Lt. Dira Nath Koul OyR Kampora Kheshki,

imawearl Srinagar at presant B.K Vihag lane Nool,

dhepsala, Jarmmu on 198 June, 3034,

he TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on 28th

une 2024 at Muth Ghat at 8 AM.

M GRIEF

mE. Sarda Koul- Wife

ug hiber amd Son =in-law

ik and Shil Shaniand Ajay Bhan

e and Dawgbter in laws

hri Brd Smit Sarjdy & Anjand Koul

hrl and Smit Sameer & Roeey Koul

bl ard St Rattan Lal Koul & Kanks Koul- Brother a
hri and St Javahadal Koul and Shama Kowl- Brothe:

Shri Chaman Lal Koul
(Waffa)

bl @and St Upe nder and Bajan EDul- Brothar and Bhalbhi
hri and Smit Surirder and imn Kow- Brother arnd Bhabhi

nd Bhabhi
rand Blabhi

bri and Srot. Chonilal Kol & Mirmala Koul- Brother and Bhabhi
RAND CHILDREN: Hitl Bran, Anch Bhan Anan, Yakshit, Dev R
wermed mg will hedd at H.No. B, Lare Mo, 1, RK Vibar Behind RBamakrishma Mesion, Bmmu

ontact: 006543338, 9541401618, 94191450 60, 60062 FOF20

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

Wiih profound griat and somow, Y isioim the sad co mes ofous
teloved Sh., Yesh Pal [Moster) S Leds 5h. Chaje Ram Ba
Hio 13, Sec 4, Upper Roop Megar, Jammu (Opp Or. Thappa
Cliniz) wha bk lor heove sy abods aon 18086 2024

TENTH DAY wil b parfsrmed on 27,06 2024 [Thursday) & 1%
A atour madens

KR A Wil b petrio mnd om 2806, 2024 (Friday] a1ouf metarcs
at 12 Moon.

UTHALA wil by pertymed on 01072004 (kondey) fom & P
G P st AAF SHABEU MAMNDIF, Upper Roop Nagar Ja mmu
GRIEF STRICEEN:-

Seh & Daughber-in-Law

Sh Virnoer Kumer & Smi. Suman Sharme

Daughters & Sons-ndaw

St Kiran Bala & Sh Momash C rendar Shamea

Emi MNealmm & Sh, Bramt Brasban Sharma

Smi. Macihu & Sh, Vijay Bhishan Dubey

Hreahar & Ridder-in-Low

Eh Ba Krahan & Smd Makhnio Devi

Siwter & Brogher-in-Leaw

Smi Rano Devl & Lot Sh. Om P alkash

Grand © hil dran: Sanat Mopotra, Apurm Mogedo, Alshia

SH. YASH PAL
(MASTER)

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS

WWith profound grief and sorrow, we infonm the sad e
damisa of our bsloved 5. Baldev Singh (Advocate [
Sio Late S. Kirpal Singh R'o Simbal Camp Wara)!
Mo 1, who left Tor heoeenly @Dods on 2006249
Irl'hur!ide'qr].

Armmbh Sri
(Tuesday).
Antim Ardas shall be performed on 27I0GEZ2004
II:T hursday |

Bhog Sri Akhand Path Sahib will be perfformed ai
9 Am at our residences.

Antimy Ardas and HKirtan dewan at Guredwara
Tekri, Simbal camp WK, 1 from 10 AM 1o 11,530 Ak,
GRIEF STRICKEM: -

Sdn. Balwindsr Kowr (Wile)

(Bhabl & Brother)

Sdn. Kamaljeet Kour and S.Gurdey Singh

5. Bawnes! Singh [Son)

|Or. Amandeep Kour and S. Manprest Singh (Daug hte r and Son-in-Law)
Sdn.Gagandesp Kour and S, Gagandeep Singh (Daughter and Son=in=Law)
Sdn. Kulwant Kour WO Late 5 Dalip Singh (Sister and Brother-in-Law)
Sdn. Avinash Kowr and S, Janak Singh [(Sister and Brothe r-in-Law)

Akhand Path on 250620048

5. Baldev Singh
(Adwvocate)

10TH DAY /| KRIYA/UTHALA

With psolourd (grief and sormow, we mgret o inform e sad
damea of cur balkead Mether Smmi. Chander Lata Wi Lats D
Jiwa Mand Shamma R Ward Ma. 5, Colege Foad, Kathuaon h
June, 2024,

10th Day wil be pefommed on 2Th Jure, 2024, Thusdayat 11,00
BT L AT PEE e,

Kriya will be pesormed on 28th Jeme, 2024, Frday at our resi-
ol noa.

Uthals wil be pefomned on 1si July 2024, Monday froemd-5 PR
(Venue Args Samsj Masdir Kathaa]

GRIEF STRICKEM

M Ajay & M. Maniks Sharmes (Son & Deugivter-in-law)

M Rajnderd Me, Ssama Sharma (Son & Daughter-in-law)
Ms. Renu {Priva) & Mr. Vieek Magotsm {Daughber & Son-in-lw)
(Pupn Baves Wali Mala)

M. Asu & Mg Sunil Sharma (Deugherd Son-idaw] [Progety Dealer)

Mis. Praknd (Tamnu)& K Anligups (Ceughter & Soncin-aw) (BA Emierprsas)

Mephews

St PusPpa Devi Wi Lae Sh.Om Parkes h (Daught erda-law & Mephew)

Smt. Swmsha & 5h Surnder Kuemar (Taughter-in-dew & Mephew)

Smi. Padma & 5h. Manchar Lal Srama (Daughber-in-law & Nephew)

Grand Chikdnen : Pagvani, Dhairya, Shrigar, Vesu, Mard &, Damisl, Armol Asgman, Eklawya
Mi's Kathuea Medical Store 5419 150827)

Mi's Fralritl Option Works (34 13 151628)

. o L 4.'[ : &J‘

Smit. Chander Lata

mother Smt Veana ji Bhat VWWo S5h Rattan
Lal Bhat ongnally e Village Wadipora
Handwara Kashmir AP Ashok Vihar Phase
2 Gurugram Haryana. :
Temth Day will ba performed at 7 AM on thel
28th. June 2024 at Gaur Shankar Mandirliy
Mewr Palam Vikhar Gurgram Haryana. !
GRIEF STRICKEN
Husband : Sh. Rattan Lal Bhat
Brother-in-law & Sister-in-law
Sh. Hiralal & Sushmaji i
Son & Daughter in law
Ashok & Sarla }
|

Ajay & Poonarm

Armil

Daughter & Son in law -
Mancy & Shibanji Razdan Divya,Akshar, Meghan,
Aparna & Kuldeep Koul Kartik, Archit, Mehar, Bawvi
Aruna & Paras Madan 9810920888, 9419703535 }

Grand Children
Ishan.lsha Anoushka. Shivam,

10TH DAY

WITH FROFSUND GRIEF AND SCRRCWNE INFORM THE
SAD CEMISE OF OUR BELCYED FATHER SHRIROSHAN LAL
BHAN 50 LATE DIMNA NATH EHAN RO EARAEADAL.
CHANAPCRATSRINAGAR ) AT PRESENT H.NO T4, SECTOR 3
CURGA HAGAR, RODP RAG AR WHOD LEFT FOR HEAWEMNLY
ABODE ON 25T JUKE,
TENTH DAY SHALL BE HELDON 30TH JUNE AT MUTHIGHAT
830 AM NEARDIRECTORATE OF EDLCATION JAKMU,
GRIEF STRICKEN
VEEMNA BHAN -WIFE
SONS AND DAUGH TERS-IN-LAW
AEHTCEH EHAN & S0NR BHAN
RAHUL BHAM & HARSHA BHAN
DAUGHTER & SON N LAW
ANURADHAE PRAMEET
MOB.NO: 7006893328, 7506444216

SHRI ROSHAN LAL
BHAN

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound gief and sormow, we inform the sad
demeae of our beloved mother Smt. NimMmak
Razdan (Jiges) Wio Sh Radha Krshen of Baghi
Sunder Chaftabal presently at 21 Toph Sher Khania
near fumilure Shop Jammu on 218t June, 2024

Tenth Day Kriya will be peformed on 30-06-
2024 al Muthi Ghal Near Direcorate of School

Education at 8 30 AM

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh. Radha Krishen Razdan - Hus band

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sh. Ashok Kumar Razdan & Smit Reeia Razdan
Grand Daughter & Son-in-law

Sorl. Rimjim Razdan & Sh. Mithun Koul

Mr. Sumit Razdan - Grand Son

Contact Nos: 0191-25316892, 963234 2841, 9418

:-J-
SMT. NIRMALA
RAZDANM (JIGEE)

s

30 7228

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, it is inform
the sad demise of Sh Dina Nath Pandita
(Nath Jee) S/o Late Isher Dass R/o Chandian
Pajan, Vessu HKashmir, at present H BMNo.
13VE, Sec 2, Maar M Dass Schoaol, Durga
Magar Jammu on 21.06.2024 (F riday).

Tenth Day Kriya will be parformed at hMuthd
Ghat on 30, Jun-2024 (Sunday] at 830 Ab.
GRIEF STRICKEM

Ashok Kumar Pamdila (San)

Weerji Pandita [Son)

Daughters & Son in law

Sl Jaya Raima Wio Lale O N Haina (Vessu)

Smit Babll Kowl Wio A K Koul (Porewa Varinag)
Sl Sweaty Raina Wo Chuni Lal Raina [Mughirmarg)
Bhabi= & Brothars

Sml Sham Rani & Late Prithavi Math Blai
Sml Mohani Ji & Soom Math Bhat

Sl Sonl Ji & Chuni Lal Ka ndres

Sisters & Ji Ji's

Sml Chuni Ji & J M Pandits {Babpura)
Sl Shana Gagr & Late P N Bhat (Zangulpura )
Sml Mohani Ji & Late D) N Bhat {Devsar)

Malb :

Sh Dina Math Pandita
[Math Jee)

G oarnd Children &

Great Grand Children

TooEoe127T3, TEEAET5989,
41921 600G

TENTH DAY / KIRYA &

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Smt. Jyoti Gupta on
Tuesday, 18th. June 2024.

Tenth Day will be performed on Wednesday, 26th.
June 2024 at 11.00 a.m. at our residence 238-A,
Shastri Nagar, Jammu.

Kirya will be performed on Saturday, 29th. June
2024 at 12.00 Noon at our residence 238-A,
Shastri Nagar, Jammu. —

GR'EF STR'CKEN Late Smt. Jyoti Gupta
Nand Kumar Gupta - Husband

Dr. Geeta & Dr. Arun Gupta - Sister-in-Law & Brether-in-Law
Srishti & Abhinandan - Daughter-In-Law & Son

Henna & Nishant - Daughter & Son-in-Law

Neelam & Vijay Nagpal - Sister-in-Law & Brother-in-Law
Monika & Harish Gupta - Sister-in-Law & Brother

Vivek Gupta - Brother

Lata & Sanjay Gupta - Sister & Bother-in-Law

Swati & Hitesh - Niece & Son-in-Law

Aditya, Sheena & Anshul - Nephews & Niece

Aahaan - Grandsen

94191 - 13007
70062 - 14173

& SAMAST PARIVAAR

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sormw, we inform the sad demse
of our bakved fatter Shri Maharaj Krishen Aima Sio
Lt, Bri Lal A wesident of Dmbkan Hebbo Kadal,
Keshmir presenty at Flat Na, B804, Bellera Coopemabve |
PLEing society, Malwadi Hadapsar Pune, wha left LE an
1Bth af Jure, 20 M for stemal joumey o heavenly abode.
TENTH DAY gathering will be performed on 27 thof June
2024, (Thirsday), at our resdence fom 11200 am o
1200 Moan,

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sk Rlils Aira - Wila

Daughter and Son in Law

anuipama and Sandeep Raina

Sechara and Akhil Trisal

98992 - 21435

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we regret to
inform about the sad demise of qur beloved
father, Sh. Baskar Nath Raina, S/o LE. Sh.
Shiv Ji Raina, Rfo Meemander, Shapian and
at present at R4 E 106, Life Republic, Kolte
Patil, Marunji, Pune-411057. :
TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed on|
03/07/24 at Indmyani River Ghat, Aland | . %%

Pune & 10:00 AM To 11:00 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Sl Ani Raina) Rani { Wile)

St Sunits & Sh. Ashok Kumor Raina {Daughter-in-Law & Son )
St Shiwani & 5. Amerdeep Faino { Deughter-in-Law & Son)
Sant. Sarits B Sh Jyotionoy Bana [ b B Som dn -Law)
Coftaet No: €871 BERS S4345R080 IR 156604

Grand Children: Arudi, Ayusk, Amsh, Samarth & Devar b
-ampmm RATHAS, BHATS & GARIOOS

BITUARY

PRABANDHAK COMMITTEE KHEER BHAWANI
SHRINE MANZGAM, KULGAM CONDOLE THE
SAD & UWTIMELY DEMISE OF ONE OF THE
PROUD SEWAK OF MATA FROM CHILDHOOOD
SHR SUNML RANA @ KING JI OF AVIL KULGRM
O 22-06-2024,
WE FRAY MATA TO BESTOW SATGATI TO THE
DERARTED SOUL AND GlVE COURAGE TO THE
BEREAVED FAMILY TO BEAR THIS IRREPARAELE
JLOSS. OM SHANTI OM.

PRESDENT  3H. SUNIL KUMAR
s413000782  RAINA [KING JI)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AMD SORROW WE INFORM
THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED FATHER
LATE OMKAR NATH RAINA (BOBA JIj 5/0 LATE DEV
LAL RAINA OF WALARHAMA PAHALGAM. A/P H, MO 25,
SECE, JANWALAJI COLONY GANGYAL, JAMMLU ON1TTH
JUNE 2024

TENTH DAY KRIMA WILL 8E PERFORMED ON 26TH OF
JUNE AT MUTHI GHAT MEAR DIRECTORATE OF
SCHOOL EDUCATION AT 0830 AWM.

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

SHYAMA PYAR| WIFE

SWARAM KUMAR RAZDAN -SON

SMIT. DAZY RAZDAN - DAUGHT ER- IN-L AW
DALUGHTERS AND SON IN LAWS:-

DAZY WD SUMIL KLUMAR BHAT

CHAMPA W0 SANIEEV PANDITA

SISTER:-

PHOOLA PANDITA W/O LATE PN PANDITA

BROTHERS & BHABIS:-

SHIBAN KRISHAN RAINA & SANTOSH RAIMA

RAN] J RAINA & PRIMLA RAINA

SHRAWAN KUMAR RAINAL LALITA RAINA

OBITUARY

With profound grief and somow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Dr. Tej Kumar Bhat 5/o Lt. Prem Nath
Bhat and Kamlawati Bhat, original
resident of 137 Narsingh Garh, Kashmir
at present F7/702, Supertech Ecovillage
1, Moida Ext.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Mrs. Sumita Muju Bhat (Wife) -Fh. 7780082208
(Son and Daug hte r-in-law)

Mr. Arun Bhat and M. Preeti Trakroo -Ph, 9599040114 & 8491876003
Mr. Rohit (Son) - 9697301041

Muju's and Trakroo's
10TH DAY KRIYA

The 10th Day Kriya of our beloved Mother Smt.
JBasantl Hakim W/'o Shri Hira Lal Hakim, original-
ly from Malayar, Habba Kadal, Srinagar, Kashmir
and presently residing at Flat No. 204, Mokdong
Tower, Omaxe Heghts, Sedor-86, Faridabad,
Haryana who left for her heavenly abode on
Tuesday, 18th June, 2024 at Faridabad will be
performed al 10.00 A.M on Thursday, 27th June,
2024 al Chhota Haridwar, Muradnaegar, Uttar E‘
Pradesh.

LATE OMKAR NATH RAMNA
(BOBAII)

CONTACT NO:
086563240, 419143154,
419121841, SMNTITSZ

Dr. Tej Kumar Bhat

Smt. Basanti Hakim

Sanjeev and Nesima Hakim (Son & Daughter in law)

Renu and Sanjiv Pandia (Daughter & Son in law)

Ravinder and Sunita Hakim (Son & Daughter in law)
awahar Lal Hakim (Brother in law)

Sukril, Smarth, Sagan, Kirat, Reema, Rashl, Vishani, Vanshu (Grand children)|

Hakim and Pandit (Malyun) Family

Mob: 8811478571

10TH DAY /KRIYA

Wih profound grief and somow, we regret to
inform the sad & untimely demise of olr
beloved Sh. Roop Krishan Bhan 5/o Late Sh.
Govind Jes Bhan Rio Mideora Tral Kashmir,
wha |eftfor haavenly abode on 188 June 2024,
TENTH DAY will be performed on 27th June
2024 =t 9.30 AM at Shiv Temple, Pandith
[Mohalla Midoora Tral Kashmir.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smit Girja Bhan -Wifie

|Ehabhi & Brothers

Smt Gudi & Sh. Shiban Lal Bhan

Smit Rajni & sh. Suresh Kumar Bhan
Daughter & Son in Law

Smit Radhika Bhan & Sh. Vikas Hangloo

Rohanl Bhan- Daughter
CHILDREN: Susheel, Shivani, Hritik, Sneha, Janan, Pari
MOBILE NO: 9419073486, 9637466968, 9637561378

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & somow, we inform the sadf
demise of our beloved father Sh Bansi Lalj
Khanma S/clLate Sh Charan Dass Khanna Ric)
HNa 738, Lane No. 2 Near Ram Leda Ground
Janipur Colony Jammu who left for heavenly
abode on 17-06-2024.

10th Day shall be performed on 26-06-2024
Wednesday) al 10 AM 1o 11 AM al Tri Murti Mandir
Janipur Colony:
Kriya will be performed on 20-08-2024 (Saturday)
at cur residence at 12 Noon,

Uthala will be performed on 01-07-2024 (Monday)

from 4.00 FM o 5.00 PM at Arya Samaj Mandir Near Ram Sharan am Ashram,
Janipur Colony, Jammu,

Grief Stricken

Sudha Khanna Wife

Nitin Khanna & Presti Khanna -Son & Daughter-ndaw

Makhil Khanna Son

Mobile: 6005682146, 7006143382

SH. ROOP KRISHAN
BHAN

Sh Bansi Lal Khanna

Shri Maharaj Krishen
Aima

Cilgep and Giga Airma- Brothar and Sister in bw

Achok and Arti Aiva- Brother and Sister in b

Feaj ard Upirder Ogra- Sister and Brother in law

Mirmala and B K Kauk SEler and Brother in law

Veera and Rajesh Sharma- Seter and Brother in law
Contact MNo.- TS07786467, 7507700018, 60050 22139

— OBITUARY |

Wik prodound gnel end sonow wa b that sed demisa o
our beloved Mother Kommog Smi Piyad Bhat Wi Lt Sni
kb n Lal Bhat R atoosa Ksloaim sl pmsen G =500, PoinesT
Park, Seaice 81, Gwegomm, who Bt her slsmal jpurney on
Jurna18, 20234

TENTH DAY shall be psdorrad on Jume 27 al Ganga G ot of
Cihols Hardwa e ldusd Meger. Gacmboad sl B: 30 AN,
GRIEF STHIC KEM

[Eanin law & Dadghtar in law)

Fh Dlew p Kismar @hat & Sheets Bhat

[Sanin law & Daaghtar in bw)

v Raj Kume Bhald Shawial Bha

Dadighlar anel S in e

Smt Baby [|& Shl. K. Bhan

St Princy j 8 Bh Sanpy Koul

it Dmzy (i & ShSvwmn Racdsn

Binter in Low

Simml Chand Foani Wl'e L Sh Keahl Halh Pandeta
St Fhants ji VW LI B Malh Pandda

St Kehel j Wio Barellal Pandis

Smt Piyari Bhat
S Shama || ¥We Lt Jagar Maih Mol | Siater)

SE13ZEREZ, B 10 200GED
SOER5a1240, 304 MOSA0S2

BARKHI

In loving memory of
Late Shri Tilak Raj Gupta (Pappu)

Ome year has passad since you left for etemal jour-
ey The wold you had left behind will mmain foever,

- .
I

¥

Your simplicity, purky at heart and teachings willjs
always remalin alive within s, We wil always cherish
the Tord memories you et within us,

Barkhi of Late Shri Tilak Raj Gupta Sio Late Shri
Sham Lal Thursday, 27th June, 2024, Time-12 Noon
Ryo 692, Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

DEEPLY REMEMBERED

Seema Gupta (Wite)

Me Pushotam Mabajan & Mrs. Badha Mahajan (Brother B Bhabhl)
Mr Sanjeev Kumar & Mrs. Bindu Gupta (Brother & Bhabhi)

Mr Nitin Gupta & Mrs. Urveshi Mahajan (Son & Daughter-in-Law)
Ms. Mon'ka Gupta (Daughter)

M/S Gupta Traders M/S T.R. Traders
M/S sham Lal & Sons, Fruit Mandi, Pathankot
M/S Sham Lal & Sons, Fruit Mandi, Narwal, Jammu
9906141612, 7006516120

W

Late Shri Tilak Raj
Gupta (Pappu)

.-

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-

fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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ABRSM JaK calls on DSE Jammu; ATD-2024,
DPG of left out Teachers will be soon

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: A
delegation of Akhil Bhar-
tiya Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh (ABRSM)
J&K led by State Presi-
dent Rattan Sharma
met with worthy Director
School Education Jammu
Ashok Sharma.

As a welcome gesture
for conducting DPC of
Teacher’'s to Master’s,
delegation members pre-
sented ABRSM calendar
to Director sir in presence
of Joint Director Dhiren-
dra Sharma.

They also appreciated
the work done after rigor-
ous exercise by officers/
officials at Directorate
level for to conduct DPC
of Teacher’s to Master’s
after long time.

In a brief discussion
with Worthy Director
regarding DPC of Teach-
er's to Master’s wherein
only 1029 Teacher’s have
been promoted as Mas-
ter’'s ,delegation mem-
bers express deep con-
cern over promotion of
lesser number of Teach-
er's and keeping others
at same position despite
they fall in the criteria set
for promotion.

The number of posts
lying vacant is three times
more than posts filled up.
The delegation members
also discussed an impor-
tant issue of Time bound
Promotion of Master’s
pending since 2014 .

While addressing the
issue worthy Director
School Education (DSE)
assured delegation mem-
bers that DPC of left out

Teacher’'s and DPC of
other Cadres will be held
soon and the department
is working on it.

The next promotion list
of Teacher’s to Master’s
will be made public soon
after departmental scru-
tiny.He also apprised
members that Time
bound promotion of Mas-
ter's pending since 2014
will be made public in
couple of days.

However, the delegation
members also stressed
for conduct of ATD-2024
as per framed Transfer
Policy.

They urged Worthy
Director for sharing link
for ATD-2024 within
days, as many Teacher’s
across the Jammu divi-
sion are serving in far
flung areas from more
than Five years and
should be transferred to
soft zones .

While replying to the
issue of ATD-2024,
Worthy Director School
Education apprised the
members that ATD-2024
link will be shared in
couple of days and will

be available on DSEJ
website.

Meanwhile the del-
egation members also
discussed the issue of
Rationalization of Teach-
er’s which is still pending.

Another important issue
discussed was formula-
tion of Transfer Policy for
RET Teacher’s.

The delegation mem-
bers apprised worthy
Director School Educa-
tion that RET Scheme
doesn’t exist anymore
and all the RET Teach-
er's have been converted
to Grade-ll and Grade-lll
as per their qualification
and criteria set by the
education department.
In this regard a compre-
hensive Transfer Policy
for Grade-Il and Grade-
Il Teacher’s should be
formulated to bring desir-
able change in education
department as per guide-
lines of NEP-2020.

After giving patient
hearing to the delegation
members worthy Director
School Education Jammu
assured the members
that whatever is neces-

sary will be done.

He assured mem-
bers that Rationaliza-
tion of Teacher's will be
done soon and regard-
ing Transfer Policy of
Grade-ll and Grade-lll
Teacher’s, brief discus-
sions will be held with
Administrative depart-
ment and other stake
holders for framing the
Policy for said Teacher’s.
ABRSM hopes that all our
demands will be fulfilled
in a time bound manner
keeping the morale of
Teacher’s high.

The other members
present in the meeting are
Gulshan Raina ( State
General Secretary),
Rahul Sharma (Sate Seh-
Media Prabhari),Pawan
Sharma (District Presi-
dent Jammu), Ved Par-
kash ji (District Gen.Sec-
retary Jammu), Tarsem
Lal (District Media Prab-
hari Jammu), Rajendra
Singh (Senior Vice-Pres-
ident), Naresh Manhas
ji(Senior Vice-President),
Rakesh, Bharat Bhushan,
Bali Ram, Ganesh Dass
and Devender Kumar.

KVK Samba organizes workshop on Promo-

tion of Agroforestry Models

Top News Report

SAMBA, June 26: Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK)
Samba, under the leader-
ship of Prof B.N Tripathi,
Vice Chancellor, Sher-
e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology, Jammu and
also under the guidance
of Dr. Amrish Vaid Direc-
tor Extension SKUAST
Jammu, on Wednesday
organized workshop on
Promotion of Agroforestry
Models. The programme
was attended by sixteen
officers from Department
of Agriculture, Samba.

The programme was
inaugurated by Prof.
Sanjay Khajuria Chief
Scientist and Head KVK
Samba.

In his address, he
explained about the
importance of agrofor-
estry and suggested to

adopt agroforestry for
sustainable development.
He laid thrust on promo-
tion of horticulture based
agro forestry in district
Samba in order to tripli-
cate the farmer’s income
thereby maintaining the
ecology of the region. Dr.
Sanjay Khajuria being the
coordinator of the training
programme deliberated
in detail about the utiliza-
tion of interspaces within
the orchards in Samba
Shivaliks for the uplift-
ment of the rural farmers.
He stressed upon the
field functionaries to
chalk -out a comprehen-
sive plan for the Agro-
forestry Interventions in
kandi zones of Samba for
benefit of the farmers as
well as to save the soil
from erosion, over graz-
ing, deforestation etc.
He also requested the
officers to chalk out a

comprehensive plan
for water conservation
as well as plantation of
common agroforestry
sampling in the coming
Monsoon to increase the
green cover in the dis-
trict.

Initially, the welcome
address was presented
by Dr. Saurav Gupta Sr
Scientist Entomology, in
which he welcomed all
the officers of line depart-
ment. He also delivered
his detailed lecture on
Management of FAW in
the maize crop.

Dr. Amit Mahajan deliv-
ered his lecture on weed
management in various
agroforestry systems. Dr.
Shalini also spoke on the
various soil measures to
increase the health of the
soil.

At the end, vote of
thanks was extended by
Dr. Shalini Khajuria.

PIB Jammu to organize Mini Vartalap
tomorrow on New Criminal Laws

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26:
With only a few days
left before the newly
enacted criminal laws
are implemented nation-
wide, the Press Informa-
tion Bureau, Jammu, will
organize a Mini Vartalap
tomorrow (Thursday).

This event, to be
held at the Press Club,
Jammu, aims to shed
light on the significance
of the Bharativa Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023; Bharativa
Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita, 2023; and Bhara-
tiva Sakshya Adhiniyam,
2023, and create aware-
ness about these legis-
lations.

The Mini Vartalap will
also provide a platform
for discussing these
changes and their impli-
cations, highlighting
the government’s com-
mitment to enhancing
the judicial system and
ensuring timely justice
for all citizens.

The implementation of

these new laws marks
a transformative shift in
India’s criminal justice
system, ushering in a
new era for the Indian
judiciary. Scheduled to
come into force on July
1, 2024, these laws will
bring about significant
changes, ensuring a
more efficient and tech-
nology-driven judicial
process.

The new laws are
designed to establish
a judicial system that
delivers justice within
three years, significantly
improving the efficiency
and effectiveness of the
legal process in India.

Some of the key high-
lights of these laws
include the transition
of the entire process
from FIR to court judg-
ment to an online plat-
form, Fixed time frame;
trying to provide justice
in 3 years and the use of
technology, positioning
India as a leader in the
use of modern technol-
ogy within its criminal

justice system.

This digital transforma-
tion aims to eradicate
the prolonged delays
often associated with
the judicial process, put-
ting an end to the trend
of “tareekh-pe-tareekh”
(date after date).

Azad| g,
At pahatsay

Advocate Murder
Case | JaKHC

Bar Association
Ex-President
remanded in police
custody till Jul 1

JAMMU, June 26
(Agencies): A special
court here remanded
the former president of
the Jammu and Kashmir
High Court Bar Associa-
tion’s Srinagar wing in
police custody till July 1
in the murder case of a
fellow advocate in 2020.

Mian Abdul Qayoom
was arrested for his
alleged involvement in
the murder conspiracy of
Babar Qadri on Tuesday.

A prominent figure
in Kashmir associated
with the All Party Hur-
riyat Conference and
the banned Jamaat-e-
Islami, Qayoom was
taken into custody after
the State Investigation
Agency (SIA) of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Police collected evi-
dence against him.

The SIA took over
the investigation in the
murder case in July
2023.

Qadri, a human rights
expert who frequently
appeared on television
debates, was fatally
shot at his residence
in the Hawal area of
downtown in September
2020. He had narrowly
survived an assassina-
tion attempt in 2018.

Fa— NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-AUCTION NOTICE

The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Northern Railway, Firozpur
for and on behalf of Prasident of India invites E-Auction from eligible and
registered bidders for the fallowing works over Firozpur Division,

Catalogue No. | Auction Start| Mame of work

Allotment of Calering stalls at
EAFZR- 09.07.2024
CTG24-11 at 11:00AM, |Mukatsar, Palampur Himachal,

Magrota Surian, Magrota, Guler,
Murpur, Kartarpur & Bhogpur Sirwal
Railway Station.

For other details and registration, please visit Railway website

www.ireps.gov.in

may beread as 12.07.2024.

No.: 27-GC-GSU-T-01-2023-24/Corrigendum-Iil
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

1BBB2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

3rd Corrigendum

Tender No. OP-05-GSU-FZR-2024-25 Dated 11.06.2024 which
was opening on 05.07.2024 has now been extended & now this
tender will open on dated 12.07.2024. Closing date of above tender

1895/2024
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EDITORIAL

Drug
Trafficking

rug trafficking remains a significant chal-
D lenge in India, posing threats to public
health, national security, and socio-eco-
nomic stability. The country’s geographical location,
porous borders, and diverse socio-economic con-
ditions make it vulnerable to drug smuggling and
trafficking activities. This issue is compounded by
the global nature of drug networks and the constant
evolution of trafficking methods. Understanding
the dynamics of drug trafficking in India requires a
multifaceted approach that addresses both supply-
side and demand-side factors while enhancing law
enforcement capabilities and international coop-
eration.

India’s strategic location between major drug-
producing countries in South Asia and Southeast
Asia makes ita crucial transit route for drug traffick-
ing. Heroin, opium, hashish, and synthetic drugs like
methamphetamine are among the most commonly
trafficked substances. The trafficking routes often
originate from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Myanmar, and
Nepal, entering India through its extensive land
and maritime borders. Domestic drug production,
particularly of cannabis and opium, also contributes
to the supply chain.

The illicit drug trade in India is not only a tran-
sit route but also a destination market. Increasing
urbanization, changing lifestyles, and rising dis-
posable incomes have contributed to a growing
domestic demand for drugs. This demand fuels local
production and distribution networks, often inter-
twined with international trafficking routes.

Drug trafficking in India poses numerous challeng-
es. Firstand foremost is its impact on public health.
Substance abuse contributes to a range of health
problems, including addiction, overdose deaths,
and the spread of infectious diseases like HIV/AIDS
through needle sharing. Vulnerable populations
such as youth and marginalized communities are
particularly at risk.

Secondly, drug trafficking undermines national
security. The profits from drug trade often fund
criminal organizations and terrorist groups, threat-
ening social stability and the rule of law. The nexus
between drug trafficking, organized crime, and ter-
rorism necessitates a coordinated response from
law enforcement agencies.

Economically, drug trafficking diverts resourc-
es away from legitimate economic activities and
undermines governance by fostering corruption and
undermining institutions. It also imposes significant
costs on healthcare systems and law enforcement
agencies, diverting resources that could be allocated
elsewhere.The Indian government has adopted vari-
ous strategies to combat drug trafficking. Legislative
measures like the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act provide a legal framework
for drug control efforts, including stringent penal-
ties for offenders. Enhanced border security, intel-
ligence sharing among law enforcement agencies,
and international cooperation through organiza-
tions like INTERPOL and UNODC are also crucial
components of India’s anti-trafficking strategy.

Efforts are also focused on demand reduction
through awareness campaigns, rehabilitation pro-
grams for drug users, and community-based ini-
tiatives aimed at prevention and treatment. Rec-
ognizing the importance of a balanced approach,
the government encourages partnerships with civil
society organizations, non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), and the private sector to address the
socio-economic factors contributing to drug abuse.

Despite these efforts, several challenges persist.
Weak enforcement capacities, corruption within
law enforcement agencies, and the vast and porous
borders continue to facilitate drug trafficking activi-
ties. Moreover, the constantly evolving nature of
drug trafficking networks necessitates adaptive and
innovative responses.

Addressing these challenges requires a compre-
hensive approach that integrates law enforcement
with prevention, treatment, and harm reduction
measures. Strengthening international coopera-
tion and intelligence sharing is critical to disrupt
transnational drug trafficking networks. Investing
in community-based rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion programs can help mitigate the socio-economic
impacts of drug abuse.

Furthermore, there is a need for sustained political
will, adequate funding, and capacity building for law
enforcement agencies to effectively combat drug
trafficking. Public awareness campaigns to educate
communities about the dangers of drug abuse and
the importance of reporting suspicious activities
can also play a pivotal role.

In conclusion, drug trafficking in India is a complex
and multifaceted issue that requires a coordinated
response at national, regional, and international
levels. By addressing both supply-side and demand-
side factors while enhancing law enforcement
capabilities and fostering international coopera-
tion, India can mitigate the adverse impacts of drug
trafficking and work towards a safer and healthier
future for its citizens.

A wish-list for Budget: If I were Nirmala Sitharaman

By: Sanjeev Ahluwalia

nion finance minister

Nimala Sitharaman is all

set to make history. Some
may say she has already made his-
tory by being the first woman to
become finance minister, if one
excludes Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi who held the finance port-
folio in 1969. If all goes well, she
will become the first FM to serve for
more than six years and 125 days by
the end of 2025, smashing Palaniap-
pan Chidambaram’s record over two
separate spells (2004 to 2008 and
2012 to 2014). For continuous ser-
vice, the venerable C.D. Deshmukh
(1950 to 1956) holds the record of six
years and 53 days, which Ms Sithara-
man will equal even earlier.

Contrary to popular perception --
mainly because of her impish grin
when she scores a debating point
-- Ms Sitharaman was not the young-
est finance minister at age 60 in 2019.
That honour belongs to Rajiv Gandhi
in 1987 (along with being the PM)
at age 43. The second youngest was
Pranab Mukherjee at age 47 in 1982,
followed by P. Chidambaram at age
51 in 1996.

Every FM yearns for a legacy to be
remembered by. This requires sub-
stantive action beyond getting there
early or hanging in there for long.
Ms Sitharaman’s first term under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
diligent, free of adverse outcomes
but studiously correct as a sipahi
(soldier) of the PM -- with apologies
to Rajeev Chandrashekhar of the
BJP, who claims that privilege.

If I were Nirmala Sitharaman, I
would use my time till 2029 to build
a legacy - beyond the implementa-
tion of 300-day rolling plans or the
subsequent high decibel political
outreach around relatively mundane
outcomes, which generally accom-
pany such budgetary provisions.

The finance ministry flies solo in
three significant areas. First, defining
the fiscal stance of the government --
the fiscal deficit, debt levels and the
share of private and public invest-
ment at play in the economy. Second,
developing an action plan to achieve
the associated fiscal and investment
metrics. If private investment must
increase, relative to public resources,
what is the vision for the supporting
financial services -- banking, finan-
cial institutions, stock markets and
insurance services?

Third, the tax policy of the govern-
ment, which determines who pays
for government interventions. All
three are highly political decisions.

The FM plays a prime role in align-
ing government tax revenue to the
volume of government expenditure
to keep fiscal deficit and debt within
norms. At present, public debt is 50
per cent higher and the fiscal deficit
more than 25 per cent higher than
the norm. Keeping them within the
norms means shaping financial out-
lays towards efficiency enhancing,
productive spending, while saying
no to political grandstanding based
on debt. In short, the FM must draw
measurable red lines around the
expenditure expectations of her
Cabinet colleagues.

Cynics would say such foundation-
al decisions are taken by the Prime
Minister’s close-knit circle of advis-
ers. Also, how can an FM, who is in
Parliament at the behest of the party
(via the indirect election route to the
Rajya Sabha, as opposed to getting
directly elected to the Lok Sabha)
do otherwise but play ball with top-
down political directives?

The FM can take heart from pre-
vious FMs, also in Parliament via
the indirect Rajya Sabha route.
Arun Jaitley will be remembered
for accepting the challenge of living
within a low FD target of 4.1 per cent
of GDP in 2014-15, down from 4.5

per cent, the previous fiscal, where
P. Chidambaram had left it, and for
reducing it further to 3.5 per cent by
2017-18. Successfully shepherding
the GST regime -- an inherited, albeit
much needed, hot potato from the
Congress government, was another
achievement, but failing to oppose
demonetisation - which was a politi-
cal misadventure -- was not. Dr
Manmohan Singh (as PM) braved
the wrath of his own party and Left
party allies for pushing through the
civil nuclear deal with the United
States in 2006, paving the way for the
close alliances India enjoys today.

Similar opportunities await Ms
Sitharaman. Consider, for example,
the need for a forward-looking tax
policy. Her diligent oversight and
evident probity -- she did not fight
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections because
she could not afford the expenses
required to win -- have ensured a
smart uptick in Central government
tax receipts.

From 6.8 per cent of current GDP
in 2019-20, these increased to 9.6 per
cent in 2023-24, vastly different from
2019-20 when they reduced from 7.6
per cent in 2014-15. But the underly-
ing tax structure remains distorted,
porous, and shallow.

Tax reform requires shunning high
nominal rates as substitutes for poor
assessment and collection capabili-
ties. Low tax rates, minus exemp-
tions, are preferrable to high nomi-
nal rates with lots of exemptions,
designed to let favoured taxpayers
escape the tax, whilst others get their
backs broken. Consider that, thanks
to “clever” tax planning, less than 0.6
million families (0.2 per cent of all
families) declared a taxable annual
income of more than Rs 5 million
in 2022-23.

High import tax rates seem neces-
sary to “protect” domestic industry
because the RBI keeps the rupee
artificially expensive and domestic

interest rates high, to forestall an
outflow of foreign portfolio invest-
ment from the stock market. Keep-
ing the stock market at elevated
levels is now a performance metric
of the government, much to the glee
of the middle class. But an expensive
rupee makes exports expensive and
uncompetitive whilst incentivising
imports, widening the trade defi-
cit, which then needs to be plugged
in by higher taxes on imports and
more incentives for inflows of for-
eign investment to plug the adverse
external account (trade plus financial
flows) -- pulling the economy into a
circular, downward trending vortex.

High domestic lending rates, and
high domestic bank lending margins
compensate for losses from impru-
dent lending practices at low rates,
often under government schemes
but serve to constrain domestic
investment, counteracted by “viabil-
ity gap financing subsidies” for the
big corporates and interest subsidies
for small business.

A five-year macro-economic plan
can lead us out of this circular, un-
strategic, economic trap. Mandate
a Fiscal and Financial Commission
(FFC) to integrate the entire finan-
cial sector. Chaired by the FM with
state government FMs as members
working on a consensual basis, it
can subsume the GST Council and
the quinquennial Finance Com-
mission, whose mandate is already
diminished by the comprehensive
GST framework. Inter-state alloca-
tion of grants could be determined
quinquennially but monitored and
fine-tuned annually.

Integrating high-level fiscal and
financial decision-making under one
roof would be a visible ode to Prime
Minister Modi’s languishing mantra
of co-operative federalism. If I were
Ms Sitharaman, I would step, a bit
out of line, to hit a six.

When Artificial intelligence becomes a part of life?

By: Vijay GarG

he world is growing every

day with new technology

and advancements in lifestyle
enhancements. As we live longer and
technology continues its rapid devel-
opment, we can imagine in the near
future when machines will augment
our human abilities, help us make
better life choices, and become a part
of the lifestyle. Our dialogue and digi-
tal breadcrumbs will understand our
life goals and aspirations, obligations
and limitations, and suggest or create
a lifestyle according to the best avail-
able resources. Al will seamlessly and
automatically help us budget and save
for different life events, so we can enjoy
life’s moments more lively.

A major new report on the state of
artificial intelligence (AI) has shown
data that Al is becoming a part of life
already in at least 10% of day-to-day
activities. From language generation
and molecular medicine to disinforma-
tion and algorithmic bias, Al has begun
to permeate every aspect of our lives.

The report argues that we are at an
inflection point where researchers and
governments must think and act care-
fully to contain the risks Al presents and
make the most of its benefits.

When Al is becoming real!

There is remarkable progress made in
Al over the past five years. Al is leav-
ing the laboratory and has entered our
lives, having a “real-world impact on
people, institutions, and culture”. Read
the news on any given day and you're
likely to find multiple stories about
some new advancement in technology
in Al or some new use of Al.

In the coming decade, I expect that
Al will play an increasingly prominent
role in the lives of people everywhere.
Al-infused services will become more
common, and Al will become increas-
ingly embedded in the daily lives of
people across the world.

Believe that this will bring with it great
economic and social benefits, but that it
will also require us to address the many
challenges to ensure that the benefits are
broadly shared and that people are not
marginalised by these new technolo-
gies.

In recent years, homeowners have
adopted smart home technologies to

improve their quality of life. Connected
devices and appliances perform actions,
tasks, and automated routines based on
a homeowner’s preferences. Smart tech-
nologies enable homeowners to save
time, money, and energy.

Many Al technologies have emerged
that come equipped with learning
and decision-making capabilities in
recent years. We can artificial intelli-
gence mimics human intelligence but
the output from the data collected and
organized will give a better result for
the human life upliftment

Al-powered smart home devices can
interact and communicate with each
other, allowing them to learn human
habits or day-to-day life requirements.
Data collected by Al smart home tech-
nologies predict user behavior and even
develop situational awareness. This will
allow the user more productive so that
day-to-day requirements are well met
with the machine learning capabilities .

Impact on work & Lifestyle

Rather than promoting the obsoles-
cence of human labor, AI will continue
to drive massive innovation that will
fuel many existing industries and could
have the potential to create many new
sectors for growth, ultimately leading
to the creation of more jobs.

While AI has made major strides
toward replicating the efficacy of
human intelligence in executing certain
tasks, there are still major limitations.
In particular, Al programs are typical-
ly only capable of “specialized” intel-
ligence, meaning they can solve only
one problem, and execute only one task
at a time. Often, they can be rigid, and
unable to respond to any changes in
input or perform any “thinking” out-
side of their prescribed programming.
There are lots of limitations to Al and
programming in machine learning.

Al is likely to have a strong impact on
certain sectors in particular:

Medjical:

The potential benefits of utilising Alin
the field of medicine are already being
explored. The medical industry has a
robust amount of data and produces
a huge volume of data that can be uti-
lised to create predictive models related
to healthcare. Connected hospitals and
rooms also are very helpful for diag-
nosing medical conditions ,preexisting
diseases and giving the doctor a better
outcome for the patient and monitoring

the patient in real-time when it’s needed
even though they are not at the hospital.
The behavior of the patients also can be
well diagnosed for the treatment using
the new age technologies.

Automotive:

We're already seeing how Al is
impacting the world of transportation
and automobiles with the advent of
autonomous vehicles and autonomous
navigation. Vehicles are becoming more
connected and data-driven. This will
create more and better output for the
efficiency of the vehicle and safety .The
user experience in Al will also have a
major impact on manufacturing, includ-
ing within the automotive sector.

E-Commerce:

Al will play a pivotal role in e-com-
merce in the future, in every sector of the
industry from user experience to mar-
keting to fulfilment and distribution.
We can expect that moving forward, Al
will continue to drive the industry with
various system and machine learning
capacities, including through the use
of chatbots, shopper personalization,
image-based targeting advertising, and
warehouse and inventory automation.

Al for Energy Management

As we move toward an increasingly
electric world, more energy will be
produced by decentralised, renewable
sources. it will be from microgrids, wind
farms, solar panels, and batteries.The
global transition to renewable energy
will need artificial intelligence (AI) tech-
nology to manage decentralised grids.
Al can balance electricity supply and
demand needs in real-time, optimize
energy use and storage to reduce rates.
Technology governance will be needed
to democratize access, encourage inno-
vation and ensure resilient electricity
sources.A consistent challenge with
renewable energy sources such as wind
and solar power is their unreliability.
Weather-dependent power sources will
often fluctuate in their strength.

This meant that greater precautions
could be taken to harness and pre-
serve the energy that was generated. In
order to provide these detailed weather
reports, the Al system mines a combina-
tion of data from local satellite reports,
weather stations as well as wind farms
in the surrounding area. The algorithms
driving the system are trained to iden-
tify patterns within these data sets and
make predictions based on those data

points. Essentially, the Al acts as a mar-
ketplace advisor, providing recommen-
dations to help clients make informed
decisions regarding to make renewable
energy technologies purchases for their
homes. When a household appliance is
turned on, the algorithms driving the
Al assistant recognize patterns and can
automate a running tally of the energy
costs that the item is generating. The
renewable energy sector is a growing
economic force and an effective strategy
for improving environmental sustain-
ability. Artificial intelligence is being
integrated across major sectors of this
industry, increasing the capacity of data
analytics.

The variable nature of weather pres-
ents inherent challenges which may
cause suppliers to rely on traditional
energy sources to meet consumer
demands. Therefore, Al-driven energy
forecasting platforms may hold promise
for providing energy suppliers with the
data required to respond to fluctuations
that may negatively affect operations
and to plan accordingly. The renew-
able energy sector is a growing eco-
nomic force and an effective strategy
for improving environmental sustain-
ability. Artificial intelligence is being
integrated across major sectors of this
industry, increasing the capacity of data
analytics.

The variable nature of weather pres-
ents inherent challenges which may
cause suppliers to rely on traditional
energy sources to meet consumer
demands. Therefore, Al-driven energy
forecasting platforms may hold promise
for providing energy suppliers with the
data required to respond to fluctuations
that may negatively affect operations
and to plan accordingly.

The term “artificial intelligence” may
sound intimidating to some, but it has
been in use for decades and its applica-
tions are more common than you might
imagine. Al powers many programs and
services that help us do everyday things
such as connecting with friends, using
email program, or using a ride-share
service.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)
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DODA, June 26: The
Al Khair Multi special-
ity Clinic and Diagnos-
tic Centre was officially
inaugurated Wednesday
by the ex-Home Minis-
ter, Khalid Najeeb Suhar-
wardy, near the new Bus
Stand in Doda. This
state-of-the-art facility
aims to provide the high-
est quality healthcare
services to the residents
of Doda and the sur-
rounding regions.

The inauguration cer-
emony was attended
by a diverse gathering
of dignitaries, health-
care professionals, and
local community mem-
bers. Khalid Najeeb
Suharwardy, known for

his significant contribu-
tions to public service,
praised the initiative and
expressed his hopes
for the clinic to set new

standards in healthcare
delivery in the region.

The Al Khair Multi
speciality Clinic and
Diagnostic Centre is

equipped with modern
medical technologies
and staffed by a team of
experienced and dedi-
cated healthcare pro-
fessionals. The centre
offers a wide range of
services, including but
not limited to General
Medicine, Pharmacy,
Dental and Diagnostics.

During the inaugura-
tion, Khalid Najeeb
emphasized the impor-
tance of accessible and
quality healthcare for
all. He highlighted the
clinic’s potential to sig-
nificantly improve health
outcomes in the region
by providing timely and
comprehensive medical
care.

“We are committed to
enhancing the health-

GDC Thannamandi observes Int’l Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, June
26: The Red Ribbon Club
and the NSS Unit of Gov-
ernment Degree College
(GDC) Thannamandi,
observed International
Day Against Drug Abuse
and lllicit Trafficking with
great enthusiasm and
commitment. The event
saw active participation
from all staff and students
under the patronage
of Principal Dr. Farooq
Ahmed.

The highlight of the day
was an extensive talk
delivered by Dr. Ashaq
Malik, focusing on the
2024 theme, Evidence is
clear: Invest in prevention,
and the significance of the
day. Dr. Malik empha-
sized the importance of
prevention, awareness,
and understanding the
consequences of drug
abuse. His insightful talk
provided valuable infor-
mation on how to combat
drug abuse effectively
through education and
proactive measures.

Dr. Malik began by elu-
cidating this year’s theme,
shedding light on its rele-
vance to the current global
scenario of drug abuse
and the pressing need for
collective action. He high-
lighted the multifaceted
impact of drug abuse on

individuals, families, and
society at large, painting a
vivid picture of the social,
economic, and health-
related consequences.

In his comprehen-
sive address, Dr. Malik
stressed the critical role
of education in preventing
drug abuse. He outlined
various strategies for rais-
ing awareness, including
school and community-
based programs that
educate young people
about the dangers of drug
use. Dr. Malik also spoke
about the importance of
early intervention and
support systems to help
those at risk or already
affected by drug abuse.

Principal Dr. Farooq
Ahmed also addressed
the gathering, shedding
light on the social and
emotional aspects of drug
abuse. His deliberation
underscored the collective
responsibility of the com-
munity in supporting indi-
viduals affected by drug
addiction and fostering a
supportive environment
for recovery.

Dr. Farooq began his
address by discuss-
ing the profound social
impact of drug abuse,
explaining how it affects
not just the individual, but
also their family and the
broader community. He
highlighted the impor-

tance of understanding
the underlying emotional
issues that often lead to
substance abuse, such
as stress, anxiety, and
depression. Dr. Ahmed
emphasized the need for
empathy and compas-
sion in dealing with those
struggling with addiction,
urging the community to
adopt a non-judgmental
and supportive approach.
Prof. Asif Ajaz Lone,
NSS Program Officer,
who conducted the pro-
ceedings of the pro-
gramme ensured the
smooth flow of events and
active participation from
the audience. The event
concluded with a heartfelt
vote of thanks delivered
by Dr. Shiraz Ahmed,
Nodal Officer of the Red
Ribbon Club, expressing
gratitude to all partici-
pants and contributors for
making the event a suc-
cess. The observance of
International Drug Day
at GDC Thannamandi
served as a powerful
reminder of the ongoing
battle against drug abuse
and the critical role of
education and community
support in this endeavor.
Prominent among others
present on the occasion
were Rakesh Puri, Dr.
Junaid, Dr. Ather Aziz
Raina, Anuj Bali and Prof.
Rizwana Kouser.

GDC R S Pura organizes awareness
campaign on International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illlclt Trafﬁcklng

Top News Report

R S PURA, June 26:
The international day
against drug abuse and
illicit trafficking or World
drug day, is marked on
June 26 every year to
strengthen action and
cooperation in achiev-
ing a world free of drug
abuse.

To commemorate the
day, Drud De-addic-
tion Committee of GDC
R.S.Pura organized an
awareness campaign
based on the theme,”The
evidence is clear: invest
in prevention,”.

More than 30 students
of the college including
faculty members were
participated in the event
with great zeal, enthusi-
asm and fervor. In this
connection a pledge
was taken by students fol-

lowed by Poster Making
Competition in order to
aware the public about
drug abuse. Thereafter a
motivational Lecture was
also delivered by Prof
Neelam Kumari with the
aim to raise awareness
about the importance of
treating people who use
drugs with respect and
empathy, providing evi-
dence- based, voluntary
services for all, offering
alternatives to punish-
ment, prioritizing preven-
tion and leading with com-
passion.

The event was orga-
nized under the able guid-
ance of Prof.(Dr)Preetpal
Kour, Principal of the
College. She apprised
the students that the day
observe as an expres-
sion of it's determination
to strengthen action and
cooperation to achieve

the goal if an interna-
tional society free of drug
abuse. She further added
that people who use
drugs can often face sig-
nificant barriers to treat-
ment and even health
services for infectious
diseases like HIV/ AIDS
and hepatitis. Meanwhile,
drug traffickers continue
to prey on drug users,
rapidly escalating the
production of dangerous
highly addictive synthetic
drugs.

The entire programme
was coordinated by Prof.
Neelam Kumari, Conve-
ner Drug De-addiction
Committee. The staff
members who make the
event successfull were
Dr. Neena Gupta, Prof.
Shifali Abrol, Prof. Anju
Kumari, Dr. Meeshu Pan-
dita, Prof Shelly Kalsi and
Dr.Sunil Kumar Mangoch.

care infrastructure in
Doda, and the inaugura-
tion of the Al Khair Mul-
tiscipacilty Clinic and
Diagnostic Centre is a
significant step towards
achieving this goal,” said
Janab Khalid Najeeb. “I
am confident that this
facility will greatly benefit
the people of Doda and
contribute to the overall
well-being of the com-
munity.”

The Al Khair Multi
speciality Clinic and
Diagnostic Centre is
now open to the public
and ready to serve the
healthcare needs of the
community. For more
information or to book
an appointment, please
contact Dr. N. Gohar
Mumtaz.

Muslim Rashtriya Manch
welcomes Advocate Imtiyaz,
holds workers meeting

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26:
While welcoming
newly joined prominent
Figure from Bandipora
Advocate Mohd Imti-
yaz, Muslim Rashtriya
Manch (MRM) Jammu
and Kashmir Legal
Advisor Adv. Malikzada
Mohd Shahzad con-
vened workers meeting
at Jammu on Wednes-
day.

Adv. Mohd Imtiyaz, a
prominent personality
who hails from Bandi-
pora district of Jammu
and Kashmir joined
MRM during an impres-
sive organisational func-
tion in its head office at
Jammu.

Expressing his views,
Adv. Imtiyaz said that
MRM is the sole organ-
isation that has a vision
and capability to bring

about Social and Eco-
nomic transformation in
the country.

“ The agenda of this
organisation is to carry
all the sections of the
society together towards
accomplishing equitable
development of all the
regions, religions and
castes,” Imtiyaz claimed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Adv. Malikzada
Mohd Shahzad said
that other organisations
are playing divisive
politics in Jammu and
Kashmir but in today’s
world, there is no space
for fake and vote bank
politics as people are
mature enough to under-
stand their designs.

Malik said that MRM
is the sole organisa-
tion that is committed to
serving the people irre-
spective of caste, colour
and creed.

Prominent among
those who were present
on the occasion includ-
ed Shahid Kalas(Co-
Convenor Jammu Prov-
ince), Rayees Ahmed
Sheikh(Secretary
Jammu Province), Fayaz
Ahmed Wani(Co-Con-
venor Jammu Province)
and others.

‘Say Yes to Life’ pledge taken by GDC Samba
on International Day Against Drug Abuse

Top News Report

SAMBA, June 26:
NCORD Cell of Shri
Pandit Prem Nath Dogra
Govt Degree College
(GDC) Samba pledged
“Say Yes to Life, No to
Drugs” to commemorate
International Day Against
Drug Abuse and lllicit traf-
ficking.

This event aimed to
raise awareness about
the harmful effects of
drug abuse and reinforce
our commitment to creat-
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ing a drug-free commu-
nity.

On this occasion Prin-
cipal of the college Prof.
(Dr.) Twinkle Suri high-
lighted the significance of
this day and encouraged
students to lead by exam-
ple, promoting healthy
and drug-free lifestyles
as drugs remain the root
of immeasurable human
suffering.

At every turn, the most
vulnerable people includ-
ing youngsters suffer the

worst effects of this crisis.
After taking pledge
about 50 students of the
college attended Signa-
ture Campaign at District
Administrative Complex
Samba under Nasha
Mukht Bharat Abhiyan.
GDC Samba remains
dedicated to fostering a
safe, healthy, and sup-
portive environment for
all its students and staff.
The whole event was
organised by NCord Offi-
cer, Dr. Papinder Bhagat.

AJKPC condemns J&K Govt for
issuing Circular No JK-14

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: All
Jammu and Kashmir
Panchayat Conference
(AJKPC), a registered
organization dedicated
to the welfare of the
rural population and the
strengthening of grass-
roots democracy in
Jammu and Kashmir, has
vehemently condemned
Circular No. 14 issued by
the Jammu and Kashmir
Administration under the
leadership of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha.

AJKPC has called on
the Government of India
to intervene and direct
the Lieutenant Governor
and Chief Secretary of
J&K to rescind Circular
No. 14, issued by the
Jammu and Kashmir
General Administra-
tion Department on 20
June 2024. The circular
appears to protect cor-
rupt and tainted officers
while intimidating citi-
zens and the press from
speaking out against
corruption within govern-
ment departments.

Anil Sharma, President
of AJKPC, accused the
current regime of the J &

GDC Doda organises
‘Poet of the Year 2024’
competition

Top News Report

DODA, June 26: In
order to chisel the cre-
ative talent of the stu-
dents, the department
of English GDC Doda
organised the second
season of the poet of the
year competition.

The concept of the
event was started last
year by the then HOD
English Dr Jamsheed
Ahmad.

The event was organ-
ised under the patronage
and guidance of Dr (Prof)
Attar Singh Kotwal.

In the competition
which was organised by
Dr Jamsheed Ahmad,
Prof Naz Zargar and
Prof Anoj Kumar self
composed poems were
invited from the students
and after a thorough
check for plagiarism,

syntax and grammar the
short listed poems were
mailed to three judges
for their assessment. It
is pertinent to mention
here that a blind review
was followed to judge the
poems. The result of the
competition was declared
today wherein Mr Pawan
Kotwal from semester
6th was awarded with
the title of the poet of the
year 2024. He was pre-
sented a memento and
a certificate of apprecia-
tion.

In his address the
principal of the college

appreciated the faculty
of the department for
providing the students
with a platform to hone
their talent. He further
assured all possible
guidance and help to the
department in their future
endeavours.

K union territory of fear-
ing transparency and
accountability.

He stated that this fear
prompted the issuance of
the circular, which autho-
rizes officers to file crimi-
nal cases against civil-
ians whose complaints
are deemed baseless.
Additionally, citizens
could face actions by the
Crime Branch and be
required to compensate
accused officers if their
complaints are unsuc-
cessful.

AJKPC President
questioned, “How can
an ordinary citizen from
a vulnerable section of
society in a remote area
stand against the power-
ful state and its mecha-
nisms? No citizen would
dare to file a corruption

case against an officer
under such circumstanc-
es.”

It is worth noting that
Circular No. JK-14 also
includes provisions for
offering free legal aid
to accused officers and
seeks to suppress the
press by threatening
to withdraw govern-
ment advertisements
and cancel the licenses
of accreditation of the
newspaper that report
issue of corrupt officers.

He emphasized that
this move is intended to
silence those who speak
out against corrupt
bureaucracy and delib-
erately issued instead of
enhancing accountability
mechanisms.

Sharma criticized the
LG administration for
its efforts to intimidate
ordinary citizens and the
press from raising con-
cerns about corruption.
He also expressed disap-
pointment at the lack of
response from political
parties both local and
national level, on this
serious issue, likening it
to the oppressive mea-
sures of the Emergency
era.

Churat residents hold protest against
water scarcity; seek LG’s 1ntervent10n

Top News Report

KULGAM, June 26:
The residents of Churat
village area of Devsar in
south Kashmir’s Kulgam
district on Wednesday
staged a protest against
the Jal Shakti (PHE)
department Qazigund
over the issue of non-
availability of drinking
water in the area.

Scores of the residents
including men, women
and children assembled
on Road and raised Slo-
gans against Jal Shakti
department Qazigund for
failing to provide drinking
over in their area.

Protestors alleged that

matter has been brought
to the notice of the con-
cerned administration
but no improvement has
been witnessed so far
which forced us to hit
streets.

The Residents said
that we are demanding
clean drinking water for
their survival as the area

is facing acute shortage
of drinking water facili-
ties from last several

months.
The protesters
appealed to higher

authorities to look into
the matter and to redress
the problem at the ear-
liest so that people can
feel some sort of relief.

Low Paid Employees Federation
Doda holds condolence meeting

Top News Report

DODA, June 26: The
Low Paid Employees Fed-
eration Doda, under the
leadership of President
Niaz Ahmed Rahi, held
a heartfelt condolence
meeting to express their
deepest and most sincere
condolences to Sadakat
Malik, the federation’s
media spokesperson, on
the passing of his beloved
father.

In an emotionally
charged gathering, Presi-
dent Niaz Ahmed Rahi
addressed the attendees,
acknowledging the signifi-
cant loss faced by Sada-
kat Malik and his family.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of solidarity and sup-
port within the federation,
especially during such
challenging times. “We
stand together as a family
in moments of sorrow and
loss. Sadakat Malik has
been a dedicated member
and spokesperson for our
federation, and it is our
duty to support him in his
time of need,” said Rahi.
The meeting saw the
presence of several promi-
nent members of the fed-
eration, including Ghulam
Hassan Pampori, Rayees
Gattu, Faizan Ali Tram-
boo, Abid Pampori, Sha-
keel Ahmed Dev, Man-
zoor Ahmed Butt, Sajad

Malik, Ashiq Jalal, Muda-
sir Mughal, Nasir Ahmed
Khora, Parveez Butt, and
Yawer Khurwani. Each
attendee expressed their
personal condolences to
Sadakat Malik, sharing
in his grief and offering
words of comfort and soli-
darity.

Prayers were offered for
the departed soul, with
many reflecting on the
transient nature of life and
the enduring impact of
those we lose. The mem-
bers collectively pledged
their continued support
to Sadakat Malik, ensur-
ing he and his family are
not alone in their time of
mourning.
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India has acted as catalyst in my journey of self-growth,
says K-pop sensation Aoora, who, after a successful stint
oW eveing Bollyw

K-pop sensation Aoora’s
charm is spreading like wildfire
in India, especially after his stint
in reality show Bigg Boss last
year. Many relate to the singer
for he embraces India’s culture
and traditions like his own. Talk-
ing to The Tribune, he pours his
heart out.

In 2022, Aoora listened to
Indian music for the first time, a
song called Cham Cham. The
rhythm just clicked with him and
from there on he started search-
ing for more Indian music. He
recounts, “At that time | did not
know India had many differ-
ent languages. But | resonated
with all kinds of music that India
offers. When | visited India for
the first time, the love | received
from people here made me feel
very warm. So in many ways,
India acted as catalyst in my
journey of self-growth.”

Overcoming challenges

As the South Korean singer
recently performed live in South
India, he recalls his experience
as a memorable one, “I have

w

always loved South Indian music
and was looking forward to per-
forming there. | am grateful that
my first show was a huge suc-
cess.” Besides singing songs in
many Indian languages, Aoora
is keen to become a Bollywood
hero and Shah Rukh Khan is his
idol, “l would love to sing and act
in Indian films. If there is a good
show and | get an opportunity,
| would love to explore televi-

sion too.”

As for the similarities and dif-
ferences in Indian and Korean
film as well as music industry,
Aoora says, “Stress in Korea is
much higher. Too much pres-
sure on perfection, but in India
there is more freedom.”

Language no bar

When it comes to singing a
song in a different language,
Aoora says it is a challenge,

“l translate the lyrics into Eng-
lish and then to Korean. | try
to understand the feeling and
meaning so that when | sing, |
can express it well. | also listen
to the song more than 100 times
to get the diction correct.”

Rest assured Aoora knows the
meaning of the viral song Akh
Lari Bado-Badi, a reel he made
for Instagram!

‘All religions teach us how to
love’

One of Aoora’s many dedi-
cated social media posts about
India highlights his visit to the
Golden Temple in Amritsar.
He also sang holy verses of
Sukhmani Sahib in the reel.
From a country like South Korea
where many practise Christian-
ity or Buddhism, it makes one
wonder what makes him croon
devotional songs like Raghupati
Raghav? He explains, “I do not
practise any religion, but | am
very spiritual. At the end of the
day, we all are humans and all
religions teach us how to love.”

Sonam Kapoor looks stunning at the
Dior Fall-Winter Haute Couture Show
in Paris

2y e e )
Actress Sonam Kapoor, who is known
for herimpeccable fashion sense, made
a striking appearance at Dior’'s Haute
Couture Fall/Winter Show in Paris.
On her Instagram account, Sonam
shared glimpses from the event. The
Ranjhaana actress wore Dior’s Specta-

dior pump. Complementing the pumps,
Sonam donned a rich brown leather
jacket featuring an American flag motif.
To complete her look, Sonam chose a
grey wool skirt, and a navy polka dot
tie, which added a playful yet sophisti-
cated touch.

The show that took place on Monday
featured the latest couture collections
from Dior, drawing top fashion names
from around the world. The Neerja
actress has become a regular fixture
at international fashion events, includ-
ing Paris Fashion Week, King Charles’
Coronation, and the Cannes Film Fes-
tival, where she was the first Indian
actress to attend.

A recent report listed Sonam among
the most influential celebrities for
luxury fashion brands in 2023, placing
her alongside names like Zendaya and
Kylie Jenner. Her presence at Dior’s
show continues this trend, showcasing
her impact on the fashion industry.

Apart from her fashion credentials,
Sonam has also become the sole Indian
actress to be on the South Asia Acqui-
sition Committee of the Tate Modern
Museum. Sonam recently starred in the
crime thriller Blind, which premiered on
July 7, 2023. The actress is also pre-
paring for two upcoming projects, with
details to be announced soon.

Karan Johar remembers ‘most
solid, selfless’ father Yash Johar
on 20th death anniversary

Filmmaker Karan
Johar on Wednesday
said he was proud to
be the son of ‘the most
solid, soulful and self-
less man’ as he marked
the 20th death anniver-
sary of his producer-
father Yash Johar who
has left a legacy of love
he and his mother Hiroo
Johar still live by.

Yash, who backed sev-
eral movies including
‘Dostana’, ‘Agneepath’,
‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hain’
(his son’s directorial
debut), ‘Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham’ and ‘Kal
Ho Naa Ho’ under his
banner Dharma Produc-
tions, died on June 26,
2004 of cancer at the
age of 75.

‘I can’t believe it's been
20 years..." wrote Karan
in an emotional note on
Instagram.

The director-producer
said his “biggest fear”
was losing a parent.

‘August 2nd, 2003 my
father told me he had a
malignant tumour... my
worst nightmare was
staring at me and yet it
was my duty as his child
to stay positive and keep
the faith... but the worst
thing about instincts are
that....they never lie....

he wrote alongside a
series of his father’s
pictures.

The family lost Yash
10 months later but they
gained ‘every inch of
his mammoth goodwill’,
recalled Karan.

‘I was so proud to be
the son of the most
solid, soulful and self-
less man... he put his
relationships above
everything else... and
has left a legacy of love
that my mother and |
still live by .... | wish he
knew our children ... but
| do know he’s watching
over them and us....all
the time ... Love you
Papa...’ the 52-year-old
wrote.

Yash started his career
in the film industry as a
publicist and still pho-

tographer in the early
1950s. Soon, he joined
Sunil Dutt’'s produc-
tion house ‘Ajanta Arts’
where he served as a
production controller
on films such as ‘Mujhe

Jeene Do’ and ‘Yeh
Raaste Hai Pyaar Ke’.

He helped Dev Anand
with the production of his
ambitious and success-
ful film ‘Guide’ (1965).
He continued with Dev
Anand’s Navketan Films
and handled production
of films such as ‘Jewel
Thief’, ‘Prem Pujari’
and ‘Hare Rama Hare
Krishna'.

In 1976, Yash went
on to set up his banner
Dharma Productions.
After his death, Karan
took over the produc-
tion house.

Scarlett Johansson wanted to join ‘Jurassic
World’ franchise for 10 years, even if it meant

Actress Scarlett
Johansson has con-
firmed that she will
be starring in the next
‘Jurassic World’ movie,
directed by filmmaker
Gareth Edwards, who
has previously helmed
films such as ‘Rogue
One’ and ‘Godzilla’.

An ‘enormous’ ‘Juras-
sic Park’ fan, Johans-
son shared that she
has always wanted to
be part of the franchise,
even if it meant “dying in
five minutes”.

Speaking to Comic-
Book.com, Johansson
said, “I've been trying
to get into this franchise
in any possible way for
over 10 years. I'm like,
‘I'll die in the first five
minutes! | can get eaten

dying ‘in first 5 minutes’

by whatever! I'll do the
craft service!’ I'll do any-
thing for it.

The fact that it's hap-
pened in this way at
this time is just actually
unbelievable.”

“I am an enormous
‘Jurassic Park’ fan,”
Johansson said, reports

Variety.
“It is one of the first
movies | remember

seeing in theatres. |
remember it so vividly.
It was life-changing and
mind-blowing. | cannot
express how excited |
am.”

The script for the
upcoming film is by
David Koepp.

The screenwriter is
returning to the fran-
chise after writing for

Steven Spielberg’s
‘Jurassic Park’ in 1993
and ‘The Lost World:
Jurassic Park’ in 1997.

Johansson said that
“the script is so incredi-
ble” for the fourth ‘Juras-
sic World’ movie, which
will be an entirely new
story that’s separate
from the first ‘Jurassic
World’ trilogy, featuring
Chris Pratt.

“David Koepp wrote
it and returned after 30
years to write it. He'’s
so passionate about it,”
Johansson said.

It was earlier reported
that ‘Jurassic World 4’
will be shot in the pic-
turesque locales of
Thailand, as well as in
the studios in Malta and
the UK.

Kamal Haasan recalls how Shah Rukh Khan
didn’t charge any money for ‘Hey Ram’, says,

SRK ‘did that film for free’

‘Indian 2’ to be released on July 12, 2024 worldwide in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu

Superstar Shah
Rukh Khan’s versatil-
ity and charisma have

‘There was meditative Zen-like
vibration in the room’: Janhvi Kapoor

Actress Janhvi Kapoor became the
muse for ace couturier Rahul Mishra in
Paris for Haute Couture Week and said
that there was a ‘meditative zen-like
vibration in the room’.

Making her international runway debut
in a scintillating mermaid-style garment
from Mishra’s Couture Fall 2024 col-
lection named Aura, Janhvi shared a
motley of pictures from her walk on
Instagram.

Captioning the images, Janhvi wrote,
‘A first thank you @rahulmishra_7 for
having me as a part of your spectacular
show that encapsulated energies and
auras so beautifully.’

walks for Rahul Mis

hra in Paris

‘There was a meditative zen-like
vibration in the room that felt like such
a change of pace compared to the excit-
ing but hectic madness at Paris Couture
Week that was contagious right till the
door of your show.’

The silhouette featured a mermaid-
style holographic skirt with a glittery
embroidered skirt paired with a dra-
matic train and a heavily embellished
black bustier. She completed her look
with soft, cascading waves and dewy
make-up.

The actress added, “The slow soul-
ful music, the patiently gliding models
in your intricate garments, and most
importantly, you and your family and
team’s sincerity, simplicity, unadulter-
ated creativity, and passion made this
a perfect first.’

In 2020, Mishra became the first
Indian designer to showcase at the
Haute Couture Week in Paris. In 2014,
he was honoured with the prestigious
International Woolmark Prize at Milan
Fashion Week, becoming the first
Indian designer to win the award.

The award-winning couturier’s label
design philosophy is based on the three
E’s: Environment, Employment and
Empowerment.

impressed millions of
people across the world.
In his 32 years of career,
he has impressed the
audience with his dis-
tinct characters and
out-of-the-box perfor-
mances. One such film
was ‘Hey Ram’, which
was directed by Kamal
Haasan and Shah Rukh
played a prominent role
in it.

During the trailer
launch of ‘Indian 2,
actor-politician Kamal
recalled working with
the actor and said that
Shah Rukh did not
charge any money for
‘Hey Ram’, which was
released in 2000.

“As a matter of fact
Shah Rukh Sahib made
that film for free,” Kamal
Haasan said, adding,
“What more do you
need?”

He said, “That’s not
something a superstar
would do. It takes a true
fan of cinema, connois-
seur of art and good
actor. I'm ever thankful
to him.”

On the title of ‘super-

star’, he said, “We don’t
see all that. | don’t see
a superstar; he does not
see a super director. We
are friends. You all give
us titles and we accept
it.”

‘Hey Ram’ is written,
directed, and produced
by Kamal Haasan. He
also played the lead role
in the film. It revolves
around India’s partition
and the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi.

He also opened up
about the big budget
of the film which was
impacted by Covid-19
and on-set accidents.

“The budget was not
just decided by the
director and the script.
Covid-19 also decided
our budget. Some of
the incidents increased
the budget. The tenac-
ity of purpose of both
the director and the
producer has to be
applauded even before
the film becomes a hit.
That | owe to them. So
this is that applause for
them. It's very easy to let
go. They didn’t do that
because all of us were
working. We had other
films. Even they had

other films to do. But
not to let go of the child,
not to orphan this child,
was a decision taken by
Laika Productions and
S Shankar,” shared the
actor while praising the
director Shankar and the
producers.

Meanwhile, taking to X,
Laika Productions treat-
ed fans to the trailer of
‘Indian 2'.

It is high on action.
Kamal leaves his fans
going gaga over his
stunts and disguises.

The trailer opens by

introducing Siddharth’s
character, who is seen
questioning the flaws
of the system. Kamal is
reprising his role as a
freedom fighter turned
vigilante.

In the clip, Kamal’s
character Senapathy,
who once fought against
the system, is back to
save the society.

He also said, “This is
the second war of inde-
pendence. You take the
Gandhian approach,
while | take Netaji's
approach” in the trailer.

Sharing the trailer
video, makers captioned
the post, ‘SENAPATHY
is back in style! The
much-awaited #Hindu-
stani2 Trailer is OUT
NOW, packed with
breathtaking action and
visuals that will keep you
hooked.’

‘Indian 2’ is the sequel
to the 1996 film ‘Indian’,
which also starred
Kamal as Veerasekaran
Senapathy. The fran-
chise brings back him
and director S Shankar
for the sequel.

Siddharth, Rakul Preet
Singh and Kajal Aggar-
wal are also part of the
film.

‘Indian 2’ has music
by Anirudh Ravichander
and writers Jayamohan,
Kabilan Vairamuthu and
Lakshmi Saravanaku-
mar on board.

The first poster of was
unveiled on the occa-
sion of Pongal in 2020.

Produced by Laika
Productions and Red
Giant Movies, ‘Indian 2’
will be released on July
12, 2024 worldwide in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.
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Amid Row Over “Dark Days 0f Emergency”, PM's
Shoutout For New Lok Sahha Speaker

“I am glad that the Honourable Speaker strongly condemned the Emergency, highlighted

the excesses committed during that time,” PM Modi said in a post on X.

NEW DELHI, Jun 26
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
today praised newly-
elected Lok Sabha
speaker Om Birla for
his condemnation of the
Emergency. In his first
move after assuming
the key post, Mr Birla
called for a 2-minute
silence to honour those
who suffered during the
“dark days of emergen-
cy’.

Mr Birla read out a
resolution condemning
the Emergency in the
Lok Sabha and spoke
up against the then-
government headed by
prime minister Indira
Gandhi.

The move stirred up
a row and the House
was adjourned amid an

uproar from the Opposi-
tion benches.

PM Modi though,
backed Mr Birla call-
ing the ‘2 minutes of

silence’ a wonderful
gesture.

“I am glad that the
Honourable Speaker
strongly condemned the

Defamation case: UP court
orders personal appearance of
Rahul Gandhi on July 2

SULTANPUR, Jun
26 (Agencies): An
MP-MLA court here
on Wednesday asked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to appear
before it on July 2 in a
defamation case filed
against him for alleged
objectionable remarks
against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Complaint lawyer San-
tosh Kumar Pandey said
that one Ram Pratap
had demanded that he
be made a party in the
case.

Opposing the plea,
Pandey said Pratap is
neither a victim nor has
anything to do with the
matter.

Gandhi’s lawyer
Kashi Prasad Shukla,
who was present in the

court, also opposed the
petitioner’s plea.

However, the court
dismissed the prayer
and called for personal
appearance of Gandhi
on the next date of hear-
ing.

A defamation case
was filed against Gandhi
in 2018 over his alleged
objectionable remarks

against Shah.

The defamation com-
plaint against Gandhi
was filed by BJP leader
Vijay Mishra.

Gandhi had halted
his “Bharat Jodo Nyay

Yatra” in Amethi on
February 20 this year
and appeared in court,
which had granted him
bail.

Emergency, highlighted
the excesses committed
during that time and also
mentioned the manner
in which democracy was

strangled.

It was also a wonder-
ful gesture to stand in
silence in honour of
all those who suffered
during those days,” the
Prime Minister said in a
post on X (formerly Twit-
ter).

“The Emergency was
imposed 50 years ago
but it is important for
today’s youth to know
about it because it
remains a fitting exam-
ple of what happens
when the Constitu-
tion is trampled over,
public opinion is stifled
and institutions are
destroyed. The happen-
ings during the Emer-
gency exemplified what
a dictatorship looks like,”
he added.

CBI arrests Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in excise scam case,
seeks 5-day custody

NEW DELHI, Jun 26 (Agencies):
Compounding troubles for jailed Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, a trial
court in Delhi allowed the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to arrest
him in an excise scam case. Kejriwal
was arrested by the agency when he
was produced before the court on

Wednesday.

The CBI arrested Kejriwal after Spe-
cial Judge Amitabh Rawat passed the

order.

The fresh development came hours
before the Supreme Court was sched-
uled to hear Kejriwal’s plea challeng-
ing the Delhi High Court’s decision
to stay the bail granted to him by a

lower court.

Considering the new development,
Kejriwal on Wednesday, following his
arrest, requested the SC to allow him

to withdraw the appeal against Delhi
HC'’s interim stay on his bail order and
file a fresh plea. The top court has
granted the CM liberty to file the sub-
stantial appeal.

Sources said the CBI had questioned
Kejriwal on Monday in Tihar Jail and
recorded his statement on the alleged
irregularities in the Delhi liquor policy.
On Tuesday, the central agency moved
an application before a special court
seeking a production warrant for Kejri-
wal, which was granted.

The Delhi BJP on Wednesday react-
ed to Kejriwal’s arrest and said he was
bound to be arrested as the agency
had presented incriminating documents
against him in court.

The excise policy was formulated

under his supervision and a “big scam”
was committed, Delhi BJP president

Virendra Sachdeva told agency Videos.

leader.

Aam Aadmi Party has not responded
to the arrest. However the party had
earlier accused the CBI of “conspiring
to register a fake case” against their

AAP leader Sanjay Singh said the

in jail.

Centre is conspiring to foist false cases
against Kejriwal in a bid to keep him

Whole system trying to ensure Delhi CM doesn’t
get bail, this is dictatorship: Sunita Kejriwal

In a post on X in Hindi, Sunita said her husband got bail on June 20 in the excise policy-linked money

laundering

NEW DELHI, Jun 26
(Agencies): Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s wife Sunita on
Wednesday alleged
the whole system was
trying to ensure that
her husband does not
come out of jail and
stressed that all this is
akin to “dictatorship”
and “emergency”.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) said that when
there was a possibil-
ity of Kejriwal getting
bail from the Supreme
Court in @ money laun-
dering case, the BJP
panicked and got him
arrested in a “fake
case” by the CBI.

The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
on Wednesday formally
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arrested Kejriwal in the
alleged excise policy
scam and sought five-
day custody of the AAP
national convener in the
corruption case.

In a post on X in
Hindi, Sunita said her
husband got bail on
June 20 in the excise
policy-linked money

“Fantastic Lapse”: Supreme Court Raps Delhi,
Infra Body Over Tree Cutting In Ridge Area

NEW DELHI, Jun 26
(Agencies): Making its
intention of getting to the
root of the matter clear,
the Supreme Court on
Wednesday rapped not
only the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority but also
the Delhi government
for illegal tree cutting in
the ridge area, which is
an extension of the Ara-
vallis. Ordering criminal
action against the DDA
officials responsible
for the lapse, the court
said there had been “a
fantastic lapse” on the
part of the Delhi govern-
ment, under whom the
Tree Authority is sup-
posed to function.

While the allegation
is that 1,100 trees have
been cut in the area, the
DDA has said that the
number is 630 and the
felling was done for the
widening of a road.

Bombay High Court Dismisses Students

MUMBAI, Jun 26
(Agencies): The
Bombay High Court on
Wednesday dismissed
the plea filed by women
students challenging the
ban on wearing hijab,
nigab, burkha, stole,
cap, etc., on campus by
a Mumbai college.

A division bench of
Justices A S Chan-
durkar and Rajesh Patil
of Bombay HC refused

The court also used
a Sherlock Holmes ref-
erence and wondered
why “the dog didn’t
bark” when the timber
from the felled trees
was taken away, hinting
that there may be some
inside involvement.

Continuing from the
last hearing where the
court had asked whether
Delhi Lieutenant Gov-
ernor VK Saxena had
ordered the cutting of
the trees, the court said
the DDA vice-chairman
should come to it with
clean hands, adding
“there cannot be any
cover-up, even if some-
thing has been done by
the highest authority”.

The court’s crackdown
and strong comments
come at a time when
Delhi and the National
Capital Region are siz-
zling under a record

to interfere in the deci-
sion taken by a Mumbai
city-based college and
dismissed a petition filed
by nine female students
challenging the college
authorities’ decision.
Earlier in July, the
students who have
been studying in the
second and third year
of a science degree
course moved against
the directive issued by

heatwave. Pollution,
especially in the winter,
has also been a problem
over the past few years.

Picking up where they
had left during the last
hearing on Monday, a
special bench of Jus-
tices Abhay Oka and
Ujjal Bhuyan asked the
DDA whether it had been
able to locate a record of
the Lieutenant Governor
(LG’s) visit to the area
on February 3. Senior
Advocate Maninder

the Chembur Trombay
Education Society’s
NG Acharya and DK
Marathe College impos-
ing a dress code barring
the students from wear-
ing hijab, nigab, burkha,
stole, cap, etc. inside
the premises.

The petitioners claimed
such a directive was
against their fundamen-
tal rights to practice their
religion, right to privacy,

Singh, appearing for the

authority, said officials
are still trying to locate
the documents, prompt-
ing a sharp response
from the bench.

“This is absolute reck-
lessness on your part.
You cannot find a simple
document. Nothing has
been done and no meet-
ing of the officers has
been called. | really hope
the (DDA) Vice Chair-
man is taking the matter
seriously. We have the

and right to choice.
The plea termed the
college’s action as

doubts about the way
things are being done,”
Justice Oka fumed.

When Mr Singh said
the LG had visited a
hospital and not the
site, Justice Oka added,
“When the LG visited,
was it not the responsi-
bility of DDA to look into
the visit? You are only
protecting the higher
officer and shifting the
blame to the lower offi-
cers, isn’t this true?”

As the hearing pro-
gressed, Mr Singh
admitted that there had
been some loopholes,
but the bench was in no
mood to relent. “This is
no loophole. DDA has
to be the first offender
here. This is an abso-
lutely brazen act without
thinking about protecting
the environment,” Jus-
tice Oka said.

“arbitrary, unreason-
able, bad-in-law and
perverse”.
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laundering case and
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) immediately
got a stay.

“The very next day,
the CBIl made him an
accused. And today
he was arrested. The
whole system is trying
to ensure that the man
does not come out of

jail. This is not law. This
is dictatorship, this is
emergency,” she said.

The AAP also con-
demned Kejriwal’s
arrest.

“The dictator crossed
all limits of cruelty!!
Today when there was
every possibility of
Chief Minister @Arvin-
dKejriwal getting bail,
the BJP went into panic
mode and got Kejriwal
arrested by the CBl in a
fake case.

“The CBI took Kejri-
wal ji to Rouse Avenue
Court where his blood
sugar level dropped very
low. Dictator, no matter
how much oppression
you inflict, Kejriwal will
neither bow down nor
break,” it said in a post

case and the Enforcement Directorate (ED) immediately got a stay.

on X in Hindi.

Kejriwal has been in
prison since April 1 in
connection with the
excise policy-linked
money laundering case
being probed by the ED.

On May 10, the
Supreme Court had
granted interim bail to
Kejriwal for 21 days to
campaign for the Lok
Sabha elections.

He returned to prison
on June 2.

The Delhi Excise
Policy 2021-22 was
withdrawn by the Kejri-
wal government in July
2022 after Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena
recommended a CBI
probe into alleged irreg-
ularities in its formula-
tion and implementation.

Pune Doctor, His Teenage
Daughter Test Positive For Zika
Virus Infection

PUNE, Jun 26 (Agen-
cies): A 46-year-old
doctor and his teenage
daughter have tested
positive for Zika virus
infection in Pune city
of Maharashtra, but
their health condition is
stable, an official said
today.

The man recently
developed symptoms
like fever and rashes,
following which he was
admitted to a private
hospital. The medical
facility sent his blood
samples to the city-
based National Insti-
tute of Virology (NIV) for
analysis. On June 21,
his reports confirmed
that he tested positive
for Zika virus infection,
a health official of the
Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration (PMC) said.

Advocate Altaf Khan,
representing the peti-
tioners, distinguished
this case from the Kar-
nataka High Court judg-
ment on the hijab ban in
junior colleges, noting
that this case concerns
senior college students
who have a dress code
but not a uniform. Khan
argued that the dress
code was imposed via
WhatsApp without any

The doctor is a resi-
dent of Erandwane area
of the city, he said.

“After he tested posi-
tive, the blood samples
of his five family mem-
bers were collected and
sent for analysis, and
it was found that his
15-year-old daughter
was also positive for
the infection,” the official
added.

The Zika virus disease
is transmitted through
the bite of an infected
Aedes mosquito, which
is also known to transmit
infections like dengue
and chikungunya. The
virus was first identified
in Uganda in 1947.

After these two cases
were reported in the
city, the PMC’s health
department has started
conducting surveillance,

legal authority, contrast-
ing it with the Karnataka
case where a pre-exist-
ing uniform policy was
enforced.

He claimed the dress
code violates the peti-
tioners’ right to choice,
bodily integrity, and
autonomy.

Earlier, the college
authorities claimed that
the decision was merely
a disciplinary one and

the official said.

Although no other sus-
pected cases have been
found in the area, the
authorities have started
taking precautionary
steps like fogging and
fumigation to curb the
breeding of mosquitoes,
he said.

“The mosquito sam-
ples have been col-
lected by the state
health department. We
have started the gen-
eral public awareness
in the area and given
instructions to monitor
the health of pregnant
women in the area.
Zika does not lead to
serious complications
in general, but in case
a pregnant woman gets
infected, it may cause
microcephaly in the
foetus,” he said.

Petltlon Against College’s Hijab Ban

was not against the
Muslim community.

Senior counsel Anil
Anturkar, appearing for
the college manage-
ment, said the dress
code was for all students
belonging to every reli-
gion and caste.

The girls, however,
claimed in their plea
that such a directive was
“nothing but colourable
exercise of power”.
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Suspected Houthi attack targets ashipinthe Gulf Karachi On High Alert
of Aden, while Irag-claimed attack targets Eilat

The rebels have targeted more than 60 specific vessels by firing off missiles and drones in

their campaign that has killed a total of four sailors.

DUBAI, Jun 26 (Agencies):
Suspected attacks by Yemen'’s
Houthi rebels early Wednesday
targeted a ship in the Gulf of
Aden, while a separate attack
claimed by Iraqi militants allied
with the rebels targeted the
southern lIsraeli port city of
Eilat, authorities said.

The attacks follow the depar-
ture of the USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower after an eight-
month deployment in which the
aircraft carrier led the Ameri-
can response to the Houthi
assaults. Those attacks have
reduced shipping drastically
through the route crucial to
Asian, Middle East and Euro-
pean markets in a campaign
the Houthis say will continue as
long as the Israel-Hamas war
rages in the Gaza Strip.

Meanwhile, the Houthis faced
allegations they seized com-
mercial aircraft that brought
back pilgrims from the Hajj
amid a widening economic
dispute between the rebels
and the country’s exiled gov-
ernment.

The ship attack happened off
the coast of Aden, the British
military’s United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations center
said.

The captain “of a merchant
vessel reported a missile
impacted the water in close
proximity to the vessel,” the
UKMTO said. “The crew are
reported safe and the vessel
is proceeding to its next port
of call.”

The UKMTO did not say if the
ship had been damaged.

Meanwhile, the Israeli mili-
tary said early Wednesday
that a drone “fell off the coast
of Eilat.” The military activated
air raid sirens in the area.

The drone “was monitored by

(Israeli) soldiers throughout the
incident and it did not cross into
Israeli territory,” the Israeli mili-
tary said. “During the incident,
an interceptor was launched
toward the” drone.

The Houthis have targeted
Eilat before with drones and
missiles. However, an Iranian-
backed umbrella group known
as the Islamic Resistance in
Irag claimed the attack. That
group recently began what it
and the Houthis describe as
joint operations over the Israel-
Hamas war.

The Houthis did not imme-
diately claim the ship attack.
However, it can take the rebels
hours or even days before they
acknowledge their assaults.

The rebels have targeted more
than 60 specific vessels by firing
off missiles and drones in their
campaign that has killed a total
of four sailors. They seized
one vessel and sunk two since
November. A U.S.-led airstrike
campaign has targeted the
Houthis since January, with
a series of strikes on May 30
killing at least 16 people and
wounding 42 others, the rebels
say.

The Houthis have maintained
that their attacks target ships
linked to Israel, the United States

or Britain. However, many of the
ships attacked have little or no
connection to the Israel-Hamas
war — including those bound
for Iran.

Late Tuesday, Houthi mili-
tary spokesperson Brig. Gen.
Yahya Saree claimed an attack
Monday on the Liberian-flagged,
Greek-managed container ship
MSC Sarah V. Saree claimed
without offering additional evi-
dence that the Houthis used
a new ballistic missile in the
assault, which targeted a ship
farther away than nearly all of
the previous assaults they’ve
launched in the Gulf of Aden.

Meanwhile on Wednesday,
the minister in charge of Hajj
for Yemen’s exiled government
alleged the Houthis seized air-
craft from the country’s flag car-
rier, Yemenia, that had brought
back pilgrims from the Hajj.

“The Houthis detained four
planes at Sanaa International
Airport and prevented their
return to Jeddah airport to trans-
port our country’s pilgrims who
want to return to Sanaa,” minis-
ter Mohammed Shabiba wrote
on the social platform X, asking
pilgrims still in Mecca to remain
there. “I ask our honorable pil-
grims to settle in their homes

until the return of the planes
hijacked by the terrorist Houthi
militia.”

The Houthis did not immedi-
ately acknowledge the seizure.
However, at least two Airbus
A320s associated with Yeme-
nia appeared to be stuck on
the ground in Sanaa without
explanation, according to flight-
tracking data.

The Houthis and Yemen’s
exiled government have been
increasingly at odds in recent
months over economic issues,
even after a long push by a
Saudi-led coalition backing the
government to end the country’s
war.

The Houthis have faced issues
with having enough currency to
support the economy in areas
they hold — something signaled
by their move to introduce a new
coin into the Yemeni currency,
the riyal. Yemen’s exiled govern-
ment in Aden and other nations
criticized the move, saying the
Houthis are turning to counter-
feiting.

Aden authorities have
demanded all banks move their
headquarters there as a means
to stop the worst slide ever in
the riyal’'s value and re-exert
their control over the economy.
Aden also is pushing for other
businesses to leave Sanaa.

Meanwhile, the Houthis have
taken captive local Yemeni
employees of the United
Nations, aid groups and the
former U.S. Embassy in Sanaa
as part of a major crackdown.
Following a pattern of their Ira-
nian backers, the Houthis have
aired repeated videos of the
captives that appear to be taken
under duress, alleging they are
spies based in some cases on
emails praising their work help-
ing Yemenis.
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KARACHI, Jun 26
(Agencies): The city
of Karachi is grappling
with a mysterious and
concerning trend as
the number of uniden-
tified bodies found in
various areas of the
metropolis has now
reached 22, according
to news agency report
on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, five
new bodies were dis-
covered, adding to the
growing list of unex-
plained deaths.

According to the
Chhipa Welfare Asso-
ciation, a non-profit
welfare organization in
Pakistan, three of the
latest victims appear to
be drug addicts, as per
agency.

Despite efforts by the
organization’s volun-
teers, none of the 22
bodies have been iden-
tified.

A spokesperson of the
Chhipa Welfare Associ-
ation said in a statement
on Tuesday, that volun-
teers found five more
bodies in different areas
of Karachi on Tuesday.
“Three of them were

. TN
seemingly drug addicts,
however, not a single
body was identified so
far,” the spokesperson
added.

According to Geo
News, the non-govern-
ment organisation, that
runs a network of ambu-
lances in the metropo-
lis, confirmed that the
number of unidentified
bodies has reached 22
after today’s recoveries.

It added that nearly two
dozen of those bodies
were still unclaimed as
no relatives of the dead
came to receive them.

The deaths were
attributed to an ongo-
ing heatwave in the port
city which affected a
vast number of citizens
as many of them were
admitted to different
hospitals due to heat-
stroke.

An official of another
humanitarian organisa-
tion in Karachi, Edhi
Foundation’'s Azeem
Khan told The News
yesterday that most
of the dead were drug
addicts who died due to
severe heat while being
under the influence of

 Over Mysterious Deaths, 22
- Found Dead Across City

drugs after over a dozen
unidentified persons
were found dead in dif-
ferent areas of Karachi.

Meanwhile, In Kara-
chi a senior citizen was
brutally assaulted by a
group of drug users after
confronting them about
openly using drugs
outside his residence,
agency reported.

According to details,
the victim attempted to
stop the youths from
engaging in drug activ-
ity in front of his home,
which provoked the
youths, resulting in
severe violence against
the elderly man.

This incident highlights
the rising issue of drug
abuse in Pakistan, par-
ticularly the increasing
use of Ice, also known
as crystal methamphet-
amine, in recent years.

Crystal meth is a highly
addictive and potent
stimulant that can have
devastating effects on
individuals and society
as a whole. The usage
of ice in Pakistan has
been particularly preva-
lent among the younger
generation.

The drug is often seen
as a party drug that can
enhance energy, alert-
ness, and confidence,
making it appealing to
young people looking
for a quick high. The
ease of access toice, as
well as its relatively low
cost compared to other
drugs, has contributed
to its popularity among
young Pakistanis.

WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange heads home to Australia
after he pleaded guilty for

Suspected North Korean hypersonic missile
exploded, South Korea says

The Joint Chiefs of Staff suspected the weapon is a solid-fueled hypersonic missile.

publishing US secrets

SAIPAN, Jun 26
(Agencies): An aircraft
carrying WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange
has left Saipan after
he pleaded guilty on
Wednesday to obtain-
ing and publishing US
military secrets.

The plea in the US
Pacific commonwealth
of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands concluded
a drawn-out legal saga
that spanned conti-
nents.

The agreement with

the US Justice Depart-
ment required Assange
to admit guilt to a single
felony count but permit-
ted him to return to his
home country of Austra-
lia without any time in an
American prison.

The judge sentenced
him to five years he’d
already spent behind
bars in the United King-
dom, fighting extradition
to the United States.

His plane was heading
to Australia.

Woman Who Killed 3 Daughters
Jailed For 18 Years In New Zealand
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WELLINGTON, Jun 26 (Agencies):
A New Zealand judge on Wednesday
sentenced a woman to 18 years impris-
onment for murdering her three young

daughters in 2021.

Lauren Dickason will begin her sen-
tence at a mental health hospital in the
custody of the state, a court official at
Christchurch High Court told AFP, for

the triple killings.

In a statement to local media after
her sentencing, Dickason said she had
“failed” her children and her husband,
who has since moved back to South

Africa.

“| take responsibility for taking our
three beautiful girls from this world,”

she said.

“I would like to take this opportunity to
convey the deepest and most sincere

remorse for the extreme pain and hurt
caused to my children and my family by
my actions.”

Justice Cameron Mander did not
impose a minimum non-parole period in
sentencing Dickason, who escaped life
imprisonment which is the usual penalty
for murder in New Zealand.

Dickason was found guilty last August
on three counts of murder having
smothered her two-year-old twins Maya
and Karla and first daughter Liane, six.

The killings took place in September
2021 at their home in Timaru while her
husband was out to dinner with col-
leagues. He found the bodies of his

children when he returned home.

The family had moved to New Zealand
from South Africa just weeks before.

During last year’s trial, Dickason
admitted killing the girls but had argued

a defence of insanity and infanticide,

triggered by the stress of the move.
Under New Zealand law, infanticide

is a defence for a mother who causes

the death of her child when, “at the time

of the offence, the balance of her mind

was disturbed”.
Dickason’s lawyer had argued that a

mental health unit was the most appro-

priate place for her, according to local
media reports.

SEOUL, Jun 26 (Agencies):
A suspected hypersonic mis-
sile launched by North Korea
exploded in flight on Wednes-
day, South Korea'’s military said,
a development that comes as
North Korea is protesting the
regional deployment of a U.S.
aircraft carrier for a trilateral
military drill with South Korea
and Japan.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement that
North Korea launched a ballistic
missile from its capital region
around 5:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day. It said the missile was
fired toward the North’s eastern
waters, but the launch ended
in failure.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff later
told South Korean journalists
that the missile blew up as
it flew over the waters of the
North’s eastern coastal Wonsan
city. It said the fragments of
the missile were scattered in
the waters, up to 250 kilome-
ters (155 miles) away from the
launch site. No damages were
immediately reported.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff sus-
pected the weapon is a solid-
fueled hypersonic missile. It said
Wednesday’s launch spewed
larger amounts of smoke than
normal launches because of
a possible engine fault. It said
the test was probably aimed to
improve the capacity of a hyper-
sonic weapons system.

The contents of the back-
ground briefing was shared with
foreign media.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand said it condemns the
North’s launch though it didn’t
pose an immediate threat to
the U.S. territory or its allies.
It said the U.S. commitments
to the defense of South Korea
and Japan “remain ironclad.”
Japan’s Defense Ministry said
earlier Wednesday that it also

detected a suspected ballistic
missile launch by North Korea.

Since 2021, North Korea has
performed a series of hyper-
sonic missile tests in an appar-
ent bid to penetrate its rivals’
missile defense shields. But for-
eign experts question if North
Korean hypersonic vehicles
have proved their desired speed
and maneuverability during test-
flights. In recent years, North
Korea has also been pushing
to develop more weapons with
solid propellants, Such propel-
lants make launches harder to
detect than liquid-propellant
missiles, which must be fueled
before liftoff.

The North’s reported launch
also came as the rival Koreas
are engaged in Cold War-style,
psychological campaigns such
as balloon flying and loudspeak-
er broadcasts in past weeks.

South Korea said Tuesday
night that North Korea floated
huge balloons carrying trash
across the border for a second
consecutive day. South Korean
media reported Wednesday
that about 100 North Korean
balloons with bags of waste
papers eventually fell on South
Korean territory.

North Korea has conducted a
series of trash-carrying balloon
launches toward South Korea
since late May in what it calls

i

a tit-for-tat response to South
Korean activists flying political
leaflets via their own balloons.
On June 9, South Korea briefly
restarted propaganda broad-
casts from its border loudspeak-
ers for the first time in years in
response. South Korea’s military
said Monday said it was ready to
turn on its loudspeakers again.

The USS Theodore Roosevelt
arrived in South Korea on Sat-
urday and South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol boarded the
carrier on Tuesday — the first
sitting South Korean president
to board a U.S. aircraft carrier
since 1994.

Yoon told American and South
Korean troops on the carrier that
their countries’ alliance is the
world’s greatest and can defeat
any enemy. He said the U.S.
carrier is to leave Wednesday
for the South Korea-U.S.-Japan
drill, dubbed “Freedom Edge.”
The training is aimed at sharp-
ening the countries’ combined
response in various areas of
operation, including air, sea and

cyberspace.
North Korea’s vice defense
minister, Kim Kang II, on

Monday called the U.S. aircraft
carrier’s deployment “reckless”
and “dangerous.” North Korea
has previously called major
U.S.-South Korean drills inva-
sion rehearsals and reacted with

missile tests.

Seoul officials said the upcom-
ing South Korea-U.S.-Japan
training is meant to strengthen
the three countries’ response
capabilities against North
Korea'’s evolving nuclear threats
at a time when the North is
advancing its military partner-
ships with Russia.

During a summit in Pyongyang
last week, North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and Russian
President Vladimir Putin signed
a deal requiring each country
to provide aid if attacked and
vowed to boost other coopera-
tion. Observers say the accord
represents the strongest con-
nection between the two coun-
tries since the end of the Cold
War.

The United States and its
partners believe North Korea
has been providing Russia with
much-needed conventional
arms for its war in Ukraine in
return for military and economic
assistance.

North Korea’s reported mis-
sile launch is its first weapons
demonstrations since Kim Jong
Un on May 30 supervised the
firing of nuclear-capable multi-
ple rocket launchers to simulate
a preemptive attack on South
Korea. The drill came days after
North Korea’s attempt to put its
second spy satellite into orbit
ended in failure, with its rocket
carrying that satellite exploding
in mid-air soon after liftoff.

Since 2022, North Korea has
sharply increased the pace of
weapons tests to increase its
nuclear attack capabilities to
cope with what it calls an deep-
ening U.S. military threat. For-
eign experts say North Korea
eventually aims to use its larger
nuclear arsenal to wrest greater
concessions from the U.S. when
diplomacy resumes.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: After
getting inputs that inhab-
itants of Wards 40 , 41
and adjoining Panchayat
in Jammu West Assem-
bly segment are having
complaints over various
issues, Former Minis-
ter and Ex MLA Jammu
West, Sat Sharma (CA)
held public meetings
and gave a patient hear-
ing to the grievances
of the people. Sharma
was also accompanied
by Mandal President
Keshav Chopra and sev-
eral others during his
visit in the areas.

With a mission to pro-
vide every possible
facility to the residents
of his Assembly seg-
ment at their doorsteps,
Former MLA said that
he interacted with the

masses as well in order
to know about their
grievances and took
stock of the remaining
works to be done in the
areas. Sharma said that
a fruitful discussion was
held with the locals and
many things came up

during the public meet-
ing where the locals have
stressed upon taking
some utmost important
works in the area and it
will be seen that these
works are taken up and
completed in a stipulated
time frame, he added. He

GDC Vijaypur observes International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, June 26:
To generate awareness
among the students and
general masses regarding
drug abuse, a seminar on
the theme “Invest in Pre-
vention of Drugs” was
organized by Nasha Mukt
Abhiyaan Committee and
NSS Unit (Khidmat) of
Government Degree Col-
lege Vijaypur in collabo-
ration with District Social
Welfare Office, Samba.
NSS volunteers and col-
lege students participated
in the seminar with great
enthusiasm, zeal and
fervor.

Proceedings of the
event were carried out by
Dr. Naseem Chowdhary
(NSS PO). Welcome
address was presented by
Dr. Anoop Kumar Bhagat
(Nodal Officer, Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
Committee). Dr. Anoop
Kumar Bhagat, in his wel-
come address stated that-
together we can amplify
our efforts to combat
the global drug problem,
guided by the principles of
science, compassion, and
solidarity. Through collec-

tive action and a commit-
ment to evidence-based
solutions, we can create
a world where individuals
are empowered to lead
healthy, fulfilling lives.
He further stressed upon
the need of holding such
awareness programmes
in an institution where
young youth is being
imparted all-round devel-
opment.

Chief Guest, Dr. Ruchi
Thakur, District Mis-
sion Coordinator, District
Social Welfare Office
Samba highlighted that
international coopera-
tion must be promoted to
combat Drug Abuse.

She further added that
collaboration among
governments, organiza-
tions, and communities to
develop and implement
evidence-based strate-
gies for combating drug
trafficking and organized
crime, recognizing the
global nature of the drug
problem and the need for
coordinated action is the
need of the hour.

Whole of the event was
organized under the able
guidance of the worthy
Principal, Prof. (Dr.) Van-

dana Gupta.

While speaking on the
occasion she said that
we must raise awareness
about the importance
of community engage-
ment and participation in
designing and implement-
ing effective drug preven-
tion programs, empower-
ing communities to take
ownership of prevention
efforts.

The programme ended
with the taking of Anti-
Drug pledge by all the
staff members as well as
students and officials from
the District Social Welfare
Department, Samba. The
pledge was read out by
Mansi Abrol (Gender Spe-
cialist, District Social Wel-
fare Department, Samba).

The event was coor-
dinated by Dr. Anoop
Kumar Bhagat (Nodal
Officer, Nasha Mukt Com-
mittee) and Dr. Naseem
Chowdharyand co-coor-
dinated by Prof. Poonam
Kundan, Dr. Manoj Heer
and Prof. Meetu Sharma.
Formal vote of thanks was
presented by Dr. Naseem
Chowdhary, NSS PO.
Refreshment was distrib-
uted to all the participants.
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said that he has asked
the concerned officials
of various departments
to immediately prepare
the estimates and take
up the works for remain-
ing works.

Keshav Chopra said
that no area of Jammu

West is left behind in
terms of development
and every sphere is
developed to its fullest.
He stated that every type
of infra from basic to high-
est level has been provid-
ed to the inhabitants.. He
said that under the lead-
ership of Former MLA
and with the assistance
of each and every activ-
ist, thousands benefited
under various schemes
of the Central Govern-
ment which changed the
lifestyle of many.

After the public meet-
ings, a door to door tour
of Former MLA was also
conducted in the areas.

BJP Employees Cell
Convenor KL Sharma,
Bubesh Sharma, Jatin-
der Khajuria, Babu Ram,
Vinay Kumar and several
others were also present
on the occasion.

GDC Budhal marks Int’l
Day Against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking

Top News Report

BUDHAL, June 26: The
NSS Unit, NCC Unit and
the Red Ribbon Club of
GDC Budhal collabora-
tively marked the Interna-
tional Day against Drug
Abuse and lllicit Traffick-
ing with two significant
activities aimed at raising
awareness about the det-
rimental effects of drug
trafficking on society.

In the first session, an
extension lecture on the
topic “Impact of Drug
Trafficking on Society”
was organized.

The session started
with a warm welcome
address by Prof. Tahir
Nadeem, the NSS Pro-
gramme Officer of the
College, who also car-
ried out the proceedings
of the session. Dr. Altaf
Hussain, HoD Chemis-
try and Convener of the
Red Ribbon Club of the
College, who delivered
this insightful lecture,

elaborated on the social,
economic, and health-
related consequences of
drug trafficking. The ses-
sion ended with vote of
thanks by Prof. Qummar
Rabani, NCC CTO of the
College.

In second session, a
campus-wide aware-
ness rally was organized,
during which participants
marched across the
campus holding banners
and placards, spreading
the message about the
importance of combating
drug abuse and traffick-
ing.

In acknowledgment
of the efforts of NSS
Unit, NCC Unit and the
Red Ribbon Club of the
College, the Officiating
Principal of the College
Prof. Manzoor Ahmed
Dar expressed that such
activities are of utmost
importance for educat-
ing students about the
critical issues related to
drug abuse.

Drastic decline in BJP’s vote share indicating
a clear shift in public sentiment: Rattan Lal

Top News Report

RS PURA, June 26:
Following a resound-
ing victory in the recent
Lok Sabha elections,
the Jammu & Kashmir
National Conference
(JKNC) is intensifying
its efforts in preparation
for the upcoming State
Assembly elections. As
part of this initiative, a
day-long district-wise
convention was held at
the border village Dewan-
garh R.S Pura.

The convention was
graced by the presence of
Rattan Lal Gupta, Provin-
cial President of JKNC,
as the Chief Guest. Other
notable attendees includ-
ed Babu Rampal Cen-
tral Zone President and
former Minister; Sheikh
Bashir Ahmed, Provincial
Secretary of JKNC; Vijay
Lochan, Chairman JKNC
SC Cell; and Pardeep
Bali Provincial Secretary,
among others.

At the beginning of
the convention, Naresh
Bittu, District President of
Jammu Rural B, JKNC,
who organized today’s
convention, apprised
senior party functionar-
ies regarding significant
issues faced by residents
in border areas. These
included the non-avail-
ability of basic amenities,
unemployment, the lack
of recruitment drives in
belt forces, the dilapidat-
ed condition of bunkers,
insufficient irrigation facili-
ties for farmers, irregular
power and water supply,
and the worsts state of
local health centers/ dis-
pensaries.

In his address, Rattan
Lal Gupta criticized the
BJP Government for
bringing immense miser-
ies to the people residing
in border areas through
unfulfilled promises and
inaction. He highlighted
the Central Govern-
ment’s failure to address
the needs of border dwell-
ers, particularly the farm-
ing community, which
relies heavily on consis-
tent power supply for irri-
gation and MSP of their
products.

Gupta asserted that

there is gross resentment
among people against the
saffron party, which has
miserably failed to meet
their expectations in last
10 years. He pointed
out the drastic decline
in BJP’s vote share from
46.2% to 24.36% in the
recent Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir, indicating a clear shift
in public sentiment due to
anti people policies and
misgovernance.

“Today, people mostly
youth are leaving BJP
and moving towards the
National Conference
with so many hopes for
a brighter future. The
people of Jammu and
Kashmir are seeking
change and are increas-
ingly supporting the
National Conference,
which aligns more closely
with their needs and aspi-
rations,” he added.

Rattan Lal Gupta
assured the people of
Border area of RS Pura
that the National Confer-
ence, with the support of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, will once again
form its own government,
promising that all their
burning issues would
be resolved as a priority
including the unemploy-
ment and regularization
of Daily wagers.

Babu Rampal, senior
NC leader and former
minister accused present
dispensation of adopting
a discriminatory approach
towards the border
youth with no employ-
ment policy or any kind
of development project.
He said that the Central
government promised
to raise the Border Bat-
talion but as usual the
corrupt government has
cancelled the results of
2 Border Battalions of
Jammu and Kashmir
Police Border Battalion
terming an example of
government’s apathy.
He said that finding their
future bleak, these unem-
ployed youth are passing
through a phase of utter
frustration and despair.

Sheikh Bashir Ahmed,
Provincial Secretary
NC, urged the people to
sustain the momentum

gained from the recent
polls and to extend their
support in the upcom-
ing Assembly elections.
He emphasized that
with their backing, the
National Conference is
committed to addressing
these issues and form-
ing the next government
in Jammu and Kashmir,
dedicated to the wel-
fare and progress of its
people.

Vijay Lochan, Chair-
man SC Cell of National
Conference and Pardeep
Bali Provincial Secretary,
in his address, expressed
concern over weaker
sections not getting
rights, rising unemploy-
ment and complete lack
of avenues. They said
that only NC has will and
determination to ensure
rights and justice to the
weaker sections as there
are umpteen such exam-
ples where NC leadership
has taken daring steps to
provide fair deal to the
poor strata and deprived
people with ‘land to tillers’
being the best step in this
direction by party’s found-
er late Sheikh Moham-
med Abdullah.

Bimla Luthra former
MLA and State Vice
President Women Wing
emphasized that only
National Conference
raised the burning issues
of the women folk and
always try to give more
and more empowerment
to the women folk.

Among those who were
present include: Satwant
Kour Dogra Provincial
President Women Wing
Jammu, Rakesh Singh
Raka, Thoru Ram Mandi
Vice Presidents Central
Zone, S. Surjeet Singh
Sasan Secretary Central
Zone, Vikram Puri Chair-
man Trade and Industry,
Daljit Sharma District
President Jammu Rural
A Women wing, Bharti,
Shakuntla Devi, S. Bal-
vinder Singh Block Pres-
ident Miran Sahib, Dev
Raj, Jatinder Kumar,
Ravinder Singh Papu,
Jimmi Kumar, Jagga
Ram, Jatinder Bhagat,
Dr. Gurdarshan Singh,
Bhagwan Singh and
others.
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NDA nominee Om Birla
elected Lok Sabha
speaker

guidance for next five years,” he said,
adding that Birla’s “sweet smile” keeps the
entire Lok Sabha happy.

Congratulating Birla on his election,
Gandbhi said he hoped the opposition would
be allowed to raise the voice of people in
the House.

He also said the opposition wanted the
House to function “often and well” and
added that it was very important that coop-
eration happens with trust.

“This House represents the voice of
people of India... Of course the govern-
ment has political power, but the opposition
also represents the voice of India’s people,”
the Congress leader said.

“The opposition would like to assist you
in your work. | am confident you will allow
us to speak in the House,” he said.

Gandhi also pointed out that the opposi-
tion this time represents significantly more
voices of the Indian people than last time.

Several opposition leaders, including
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav,
echoed him.

“We believe you will move forward without
discrimination and as the speaker, you will
give equal opportunity and respect to every
party. Impartiality is a great responsibility of
this great post. You... Are the chief justice
of the court of democracy,” Yadav said

Birla, 62, who has risen through the ranks
in the BJP, is a third-term MP of the party
and also a three-term former Rajasthan
MLA.

Earlier in the morning, the prime minister
moved the motion for election of Birla as
the speaker. It was seconded by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.

NDA allies JD(U) member Rajiv Ranjan
Singh, HAM(S) member Jitan Ram Manijhi,
Shiv Sena member Prataprao Jadhay,
LJP(RV) member Chirag Paswan also
moved motions in Birla’s favour.

Shiv Sena (UBT) member Arvind Sawant
moved the motion to elect Congress’
Suresh to the post.

However, after the voice votes, Mahtab
announced that all other motions, barring

the prime minister’s, became infructuous.

In what some see as a sign of things to
come, Birla’s election follows a rare show-
down by both the ruling alliance and the
opposition bloc after the effort for a con-
sensus was failed.

The opposition’s last-minute decision
to go for a contest came after senior BJP
leaders did not agree to the precondition
that the INDIA bloc must be offered the
post of deputy speaker in lieu of support-
ing Birla.

A brief interaction involving Congress’ K
C Venugopal and DMK’s T R Baalu from
the opposition side and Union ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and J P Nadda
on Tuesday to evolve a consensus ended
in acrimony with both sides sticking to their
positions.

Both opposition leaders walked out of
Singh’s office where they met, with Venu-
gopal accusing the government of not fol-
lowing the “convention” of an opposition
candidate for the deputy speaker’s position
and then announcing the decision to field
a candidate against Birla.

Union ministers Piyush Goyal of the BJP
and Lalan Singh of the JD(U) accused the
opposition of resorting to pressure poli-
tics and putting forth preconditions despite
senior ministers’ assurance that its demand
will be considered when the time to pick the
Deputy Speaker comes.

With the NDA having 293 MPs in its kitty
and the INDIA bloc 233 in the Lok Sabha,
the numbers were clearly in favour of Birla.
The Lok Sabha currently has 542 members
after Rahul Gandhi resigned from one of
the two seats he was elected from. At least
three independent members also support
the opposition.

Balram Jakhar is the only presiding officer
to have served two complete terms extend-
ing seventh and eighth Lok Sabha.

Meanwhile, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Wednesday hoped that there will be
criticism and disagreement in the House
but no disruptions.

While thanking the House on being
elected as the Lok Sabha Speaker for the
second consecutive term, Birla said he will
work to uphold the high standards of Par-
liamentary traditions.

“Treasury and opposition benches run
the House together, the strength of Indian

democracy is in listening to everyone, and
running the House with everyone’s agree-
ment. | will expect that | run the House
with everyone’s agreement. Even if there
is lone member from a party, they should
get sufficient time,” Birla said.

“It will be my expectation that the House
runs without obstruction. We are elected by
people with hope, that is why | urge there
should not be disruptions in the House.
There can be criticism, but obstruction is
not a tradition of the House. Rushing to
the Well is not a tradition of Parliament,”
Birla said.

“I never want to act against any member,
but everyone wants the high standard of
Parliamentary tradition to be maintained.
For that | have to make tough decisions at
times,” he said.

While stating that agreements and dis-
agreements are a part of the tradition of
the House, he hoped opposition would give
constructive suggestions and government
will incorporate those suggestions.

“I urge all that in the 18th Lok Sabha,
while remembering the great architects of
Constitution, we should make policies and
laws that will help the downtrodden sec-
tions of the society,” he said.

He also welcomed the 281 first time mem-
bers to Lok Sabha, and said they should
learn about Parliamentary traditions and
practices from their seniors.

Elements disturbing

peace in J&K will he dealt

with sternly: Lieutenant
Governor

He said tourists who visit Jammu and
Kashmir and return to their respective des-
tinations are our brand ambassadors. He
also said that Tatto Ground in Srinagar will
be developed at par and every endeavour
will be utilized to make his destination more
prominent and popular.

Army Commander
reviews security
situation in Reasi

terrorists opened fire on the bus carrying

pilgrims returning from Shiv Khori shrine
near Teryath village in the Pouni area.

The Army Commander, accompanied
by GoC of Whitenight Corps and Romeo
Force visited Reasi to review the security
situation, Northern Command said on X.

He was briefed on the prevailing security
situation and the actions of the security
forces, it said.

One terrorist Killed hy
securityforces as gun-
fight rages in Doda

was recovered late Tuesday evening by a
patrolling party of security forces.

Improvement in Law and
Order led toincreasein
Tourist footfall in JaK:
Chief Secretary

activities in Jammu and Kashmir.

Dulloo said that other sectors like power
have seen massive changes in terms of
transmission and distribution and that both
have witnessed an increase of over 30 per
cent in the last couple of years.

He also said that four new highways are
coming up while travel time from Srinagar-
Jammu and vice-versa has reduced by
over four hours.

Security Forces on
high alert after two
armed men spotted in
Pathankot

According to sources, a villager in
Pathankot’s Kot Bhattian on Tuesday
night informed the police about seeing two
armed suspects.

Checks are also being conducted at bus
stands and railway stations in Pathankot
and Gurdaspur districts, the officer said.

Dinanagar in Gurdaspur witnessed a
terror attack in 2015, while the Pathankot
air base was attacked by terrorists in 2016.

service for his
involment in criminal
activities in Kishtwar:
Police

days permission from DPL Kishtwar on
12-11-2023 and was due to report back
on 15-11-2023 but he failed to do so and
subsequently was marked absent. During
his absence, the said Constable was found
involved in a murder case of one Rajesh
Dogra @ Mohan Teer registered vide
FIR No. 19/2024 dated 04.03.2024 U/S
302/102-B IPC, 7/25 Arms Act of Police
Station Phase-Il, Mohali (Punjab) and sub-
sequently was arrested by Punjab Police
on 07-03-2024 and lodged in New District
Jail Nabha Punjab.

According to police spokesman, conse-
quently, a departmental enquiry was also
initiated against him which was entrusted
to Dy. SP DAR, DPL Kishtwar and it also
surfaced that the said Constable has
remained involved in criminal cases viz
FIR No. 148/2023 U/S 307/323/452/34
IPC, 4/25 Arms Act of P/S Kathua and FIR
No. 142/2023 U/S 382/323/147 IPC of P/S
Kathua, where departmental enquiry of
similar nature was initiated against him.

As per the recommendations of enquiry
officers appointed by District Police Kathua
as well as Kishtwar, the said Constable is
habitual of absenteeism and having crimi-
nal mind-set is liable to be dismissed from
services and subsequently SSP Kishtwar
after following proper procedural formali-
ties “Dismissed” Ct. Sham Lal No. 698/
Ktr from his services w.e.f the date of his
absence from DPL Kishtwar i.e 15-11-2023
vide District Police

Office, Kishtwar office order No. 201
of 2024 dated 24-06-2024 by virtue of
Powers vested in him under Police Rule-
337 read with rule 359 (11) (2) (b) of J&K
Police Manual Volume-Il which is in con-
sonance with Articles-113 & 128 of J&K
CSR, he said.

SSP Kishtwar warned to all Police per-
sonnel that if anyone found involved in
anti-national activities, drug trafficking, or
any heinous crimes will face strict disciplin-
ary actions, reaffirming the police’s com-
mitment to uphold the highest standards of
conduct and integrity, reads the statement.
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GDC Udhampur celebrates international Day
against Drug Ahuse and lllicit Trafficking

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, June 26:
As part of the programs
on Nasha Mukt Bharat,
in the continuity of Azadi
ka Amrut Mahaotsav
to make the rising India
aware and free of addic-
tion, the Narco Coordina-
tion Centre (NCORD),
NSS, Red Ribbon Club,
NCC of Govt. Degree
College Udhampur in Col-
laboration with Yuva Soch
Yuva Bharat celebrated
the “International Day
against Drug Abuse and
lllicit Trafficking” on 26th
June 2024.

The Programme was
organized under the
Patronship of Prof (Dr)
Sanjay Kumar Verma,
esteemed Principal of
the college. On this
Occasion, an awareness
lecture was organized by
NCORD cell under the
convenorship of Prof
Shobna Samyal, while
Dr Piyali Arora, Head
Department of Psychol-
ogy was resource person
on the occasion.

In his message, the
chief patron and Principal
of the college, Prof (Dr)
Sanjay Kumar Verma
advised the students to
focus on their studies,
and maintain their peace
of mind and harmony
through Yoga, meditation
and by reading the biog-
raphies of great persons

like Swami Vivekananda,
Sri Aurobindo, Rabindra-
nath Tagore and others.
He said that Youth is
the future of the nation,
and by building a strong
Youth, we can build a
strong future for our great

country.
Prior to this Prof Shobna
Samyal, Convener

NCORD cell of the col-
lege welcome the guests
and the participants and
also broke the Ice by
deliberating on the con-
cern of the growing Drug
Menace and exploring
various ways and means
for its total eradication.

In her expert interac-
tion with the students, Dr
Piyali Arora discussed in
detail the various facets
of drug de-addiction, and
the remedies which are
available for de-addiction.
She also discussed the
various hazards which
expose the youth to such
ailments, and ways in
which students can safe-
guard themselves from
the evil of drug abuse.

Her main focus was on
mental health involved
with drug abuse. She also
talked about the present
status of drug menace
in India and in particular,
Udhampur district.

Most addicts are
between the age group
of 15 and 35, and many
are unemployed. She fur-
ther mentioned how the

COVID-19 has disrupted
the lives of people and
presented unique chal-
lenges for people with
substance use disorders
and in recovery. Indian
Govt has already started
world-wide programs to
eliminate abuse of Drugs
from the society and
Ministry for Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment
itself disclosed in the
report that 272 districts
are most affected in India
and many programmes
are being conducted in
all over India to curb drug
users and drug peddlers.
She revealed in her lec-
ture that the Police is
working in India efficient-
ly and she also disclosed
that the district Udham-
pur is much affected. She
further suggested the stu-
dents of the college that
they should be vigilant all
the times and if anybody
comes into their notice
they should immediately
share information to the
nearby Police station or
dial 100 and she also
conveyed them that the
police provides services
for the identification, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation of
addicts through volunteer
organizations.

She also emphasized
the role of society in
curbing drug addiction
issues. She motivated the
students to adopt healthy
life style and refrain from

Authorities should bring neglected areas

having potential on tourist map: Khatana

MP instructs JSD, PDD to ensure proper |
water, power supply

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26:
Senior BJP leader and
Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Gulam
Ali Khatana has said
that many of the tourism
spots in Jammu are still
not brought on the tourist
map due to lackadaisical
attitude of the concerned
departments and this will
be dealt strictly.

In a statement issued
to a selected group of
news organisations,
Khatana said that there
is a dire need to bring all
the neglected places of
tourism importance on
tourist map for enhanc-
ing the local economy of
the places where such
places are located.

“Right from Nagrota to
Banihal, and from Jammu

dealt drugs abuse challenges, appeal people
to unite against drugs : YRS

Top News Report

JAMMU. June 26: On
the occasion of “Interna-
tional Day Against Drug
Abuse “ Yuva Rajput
Sabha (YRS) under the
presidentship of Vikram
Singh Vicky, gave a
positive message , youth
should come forward in
a war against drug and
“Says no to drugs”.

While briefing the media.
Vikram briefed that in view
of today’s scenario, espe-
cially Jammu and Kashmir

to border districts of
Rajouri and Poonch and
also from Lakhanpur to
hilly belt of Billawar and
Basohli and many more
places in J&K there is
lot of tourism potential
but still the concerned
authorities have paid no
heed towards them,” the
senior BJP leader said.

He also said that if all
such places with tourism
potential are highlight-
ed, then the pilgrims of
upcoming Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra may visit these
places also.

Meanwhile, Khatana
also met some deputa-
tions at his official resi-
dence and the visiting
deputations raised the
issues of improper water
and power supply.

Over this the Rajya
Sabha member instruct-

many numbers of fami-
lies are distributed due
to drugs and our Youth
is playing with their lives
while Abusing such a dan-
gerous drugs that effects
our future and then how
people silent on this main
important issue.

Vishal Singh, Spokes-
person YRS, said that
the agencies and Police
Department of J&K is
doing their best in many
areas especially in Samba
District, Jammu City,
National Highway touch-

ed the concerned author-
ities of Jal Shakti Depart-
ment (JSD) and Power
Development Depart-
ment (PDD) to ensure
proper water and power
supply in these days of
scorching heat.

He said that not only
humans but the animals
and birds also need
water in these hot days.

Khatana directed the
PDD authorities to inform
the public about power
cuts well in time so that
the people may plan their
activities accordingly.

“Where there is
acute water crisis, the
Jal Shakti Department
should press into ser-
vice their water tankers
so that the people may
heave a sigh of relief,”
Gulam Ali Khatana con-
tinued.

ing locations and many
locations in Rular and
we hope that Administra-
tion should play effective
role to dealt Drugs abuse
challenge and it’s also our
duty to identify the victims
who are involved in such
type of activities.

Team YRS also appealed
people of J&K to come in
front and let’s unite to fight
against drugs as drugs
is more dangerous then
cancer and we have to
fight against drug for our
safe and happy future.

GDC Ramnagar observes International Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

and symposium were organized.
The interaction session begins by key-

Top News Report

RAMNAGAR, June 26: NCC Unit and
NCORD Cell of GDC Ramnagar observed
International Day Against Drug Abuse and
lllicit Trafficking under the guidance of
Prof. (Dr) Bhavnaish Chand (Principal

GDC Ramnagar).

There were two sessions in the event.
In the first session a pledge was taken
against Drug Abuse and lllicit Trafficking
to raise awareness and consciousness of
students and staff against drug abuse. In
the second session an interactive session

note address by the worthy Principal of
the college, which was followed by the
thought provoking lectures by Dr. Pankaj
Sharma (HoD English), Dr. Sham Singh
(Convenor NCORD ) and Dr. Puyesh Kant

Sharma (CTO NCC).

Later on a symposium was organized
where NCC Cadets Sumit Singh, Abhi
Sharma and Rohit Kumar Verma participat-
ed and shared their views and experiences,
Besides, Nigam Sharma student of semes-
ter 5th also participated in the symposium.

H

drugs. She reiterated
that the students can
play a pivotal role in cre-
ating awareness about
drug-de-addiction in the
society. She emphasized
upon the need to raise
mass awareness against
the drugs abuse and its
ill effects. Further, she
talked in detail about
the ill effects of use of
drugs. She briefed that
the Drug menace is one
of the major challenges
in the society. It not only
ruins the abuser but also
the family and the whole
society.

It can be eradicated only
through awareness and
prevention, and our fight
is with the drug menace,
not with the addicted per-
sons. She appealed each
and every one to join
hands in the fight against
the drug menace. She
exhorted upon the need
to rise against drug abuse
and enhance cooperation
to achieve a drug-free
society.

In the symposium on
Drug Abuse and its Miti-
gation: What the Youth
thinks? A number of
students put forth their
views strongly to curb
this menace with united
hands. In the competition,
around eleven enthusias-
tic speakers namely Nitish
Kalotra, Akshay Thakur,
Nalin Sharma, Mohit
Singh, Pershotam Singh,

Akhil Brahmnu, Monika
Thakur, Baljeet Singh,
Ambica Thakur, Rishika
Sharma and Rupali
Sharma participated in
the symposium on the
occasion. The first posi-
tion was secured by Mohit
Singh, the second and
third prizes were secured
by Ambica Thakur and
Nitish Kalotra respec-
tively.

Dr Ashok Kumar, Head
Department of Mathemat-
ics, Rakesh Singh from
Department of Phys-
ics and Rajesh Singh
Manhas from Department
of Geology were judges
for the event.

At the end vote of thanks
was delivered by Dr Jag-
jeet Singh, Staff Secretary
of the college.

Nitish Kalotra Senior
NSS Volunteer com-
pared the program while
many of the students from
NSS Volunteers assisted
in conducting the pro-
gramme smoothly.

The Faculty members
present on this occa-
sion were Prof. Babu
Lal Thakur, Dr Mohinder
Pal, Prof Suresh Kumar
Dogra, Dr Ashok Kumar
Sharma, Dr Sukhchain
Sharma, Prof Shivi
Mehra, Dr Rozy Bamba,
Dr Jagjeet Singh, Prof
Rajesh Singh Manhas
and others. A total of 60
students attended the
lecture.

Health Deptt conducts
De-Addiction Awareness Program
at Lamdon Model School Leh

Top News Report

LEH, June 26: The
Health Department con-
ducted an awareness
session on de-addiction
under the School Health
Education program, part
of the National Mental
Health Programme
(NMHP) and the National
Tobacco Control Pro-
gram (NTCP), at Lamdon
Model Senior Secondary
School, Leh.

Dr. Stanzin Jamyang,
District NTCP Consul-
tant, delivered a com-
prehensive presentation
covering the dangers of
smoking and its link to
lung cancer, stages and
symptoms of lung cancer,
and the risks associated
with smoking. He also
discussed smoking as a
potential gateway to drug
addiction.

Phuntsok Diskit, NTCP
Psychologist at SNM Hos-
pital, Leh, addressed the
addiction cycle, empha-

sizing how curiosity can
lead to addiction despite
bans on substances like
“cool lip.”

She highlighted the role
of mobile counseling in
de-addiction and encour-
aged students to avoid
smoking and drugs.

Jigmet Angmo, Clini-
cal Psychologist at SNM
Hospital, Leh, spoke
about identity crises and
the neurological impact of
drug abuse, including the
release of dopamine and
the challenges of depen-
dency. She stressed the
dangers of incomplete
treatment and the severe
consequences of addic-
tion.

Counsellor Deachen
Angmo Paldan from Tele-
MANAS, UT Ladakh,
explained the usage of
tele-manas for mental
health support. The event
was attended by the Prin-
cipal of Lamdon School,
teachers, medical offi-
cials, and students.

Administration should play effective role to

Bandipora Ex MLA
Nizamuddin Bhat
 disassociates self from
People’s Conference

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Jun 26
((Agencies): Senior
leader and from MLA
from Bandipora Niza-
muddin Bhat has disas-
sociated himself from
Sajad Lone led People’s
Conference.

Speaking with news
agency—Bhat confirmed
that he has disassociated
himself from the party
with “dignity and respect”

He said that when he
joined the party he was
not actively involved. “I
was appointed as chair-
man of party’s Parlia-
mentary Board, but when
Sajad Lone declared
his candidature for Lok
Sabha polls, he didn’t
consult the board and
announced the decision
on his own. | was virtually
insulted,” Bhat said.

He further said that still
he supported to his best
in the election and when
there was core group
meeting yesterday, he

was not invited, which
was a humiliation on
him. “No conscientious
person will tolerate such
humiliation. So | am no
more with the party,” he
added.

He said that he disas-
sociated from the party
with dignity and respect,
he has no complaint.
“These two instances
led to the decision of me
parting ways with the
party,” he said.

The decision of him
parting ways comes at
a time when party faced
defeat in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha
polls for which Sajad
Lone was party’s can-
didate from Baram-
ulla constituency. Sajad
Lone lost to independent
candidate Er Rashid by
a huge margin and was
placed at number 3 after
former chief minister
Omar Abdullah who was
National Conference
candidate for Baramulla
seat.

BLSKS mounts 3 days campaign
on “International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking”

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: To
observed “International
Day Against Drug Abuse
and lllicit Trafficking
2024”, and to promote
the traditional culture
of J&K, Bhartiya Lok
Sangeet Kala Sansthan
(BLSKS) mounted three
days campaign in coor-
dination with Directorate
of Social Welfare Depart-
ment Jammu & Kashmir
Govt. , and Sangam Tru
Art Production presented
its 437th Regular Series
Musical Play “Nashe Kola
Bacho” on drug abuse at
open air theatre Durga
Bhawan Janipur, Jammu
under the theme ‘The evi-
dence is clear: invest in
prevention,” which high-
lights the importance of
evidence-based policies
to combat drug abuse.

The Program was inau-
gurated by the Chief
Guest Dr. Anju Kumari
Dogra, Govt. Health
Department Jammu.

Among the Guest of
Honor present were
Dr. Tara Singh Charak,
Former Deputy Director,
Health Department J&K
Government. Among the
Guest of Honors, V.K
Magotra, former Region-
al Director, Directorate of
Field Publicity, Ministry of
Information and Broad-
casting, Government of
India & Mukesh Singh
Senior Media Person.

The day commemorat-
ed as “International Day
against Drug Abuse” as
well with sole aim of reju-
venating the traditional
, Primitive Folk, Art,
Culture of J&K Region
in particular and Indian
nation in general aware-
ness items.

The Chief Guest said

the aim of celebrating
World Drug Abuse Day
is to raise awareness
among people all over
the world about how
drug abuse can impact
an individual’s life, and
how to get the heal that
they need. This day is
celebrated each year
on June 26th, on Drugs
and Crime uses the com-
memorative day to high-
light the dangers of drug
use and their illegal trade
and provides educational
material to teachers and
public officials all over
the world to help spread
the message about the
extreme cultural and eco-
nomic harm the trade in
drugs is still doing across
the globe and lauded the
efforts of the organizers in
making such awareness
programmes colorful and
effective.

During the campaign
BLSKS will present 3
programs in Jammu
District Blocks were Kot
Bhalwal & Sangrampur
Marh which was conclud-
ed on 28th June. In addi-
tion to the above program
the artist of BLSKS also
presented awareness
songs on Drug abuse.

The programme was
recorded and uploaded
online on Social Media
to aware the masses.

Welcome speech was
given by Dr. M.L.Dogra,
Chairman, Bhartiya Lok
Sangeet Kala Sansthan
said the theme of Interna-
tional Day against Drug
Abuse and lllicit Traffick-
ing 2024 teaches us the
importance of understand-
ing that effective drug poli-
cies need to be grounded
on science, research,
compassion, and full
respect for human rights.

Drugs are substances

that change a person’s
mental or physical state.
They can affect the way
your brain works, how
you feel and behave,
your understanding and
your senses. This makes
them unpredictable and
dangerous, especially for
young people. The effects
of drugs are different for
each person and drug.

V K Magotra MD
BLSKS, said in her
address stressed for
extracting the maximum
attention of the masses
especially addicted popu-
lation who suffered from
the use of tobacco &
tobacco products, alco-
hol and Liquor and other
such habit forming agents
i.e. Cocaine, Morphine,
Heroin, etc, he also said
drug abuse can make you
sick cause depression,
personality and thought
disorder. This day is uti-
lized to instill a feeling of
responsibility in individu-
als all around the world,
particularly children and
teens. It affects almost all
of our member countries,
undermining political and
economic stability, ruin-
ing the lives of individuals
and damaging communi-
ties.

The singers, musician,
actors and students of
music and computer insti-
tute who participated in
the musical concert were
M.C.Kotwal, K K Joshi,
Zulekha Bano, Chahat
Chadha, Bindia Okheda
, Rahul Kumar, Gouri
Lal , Naiya Digra, Renu
Bala and many others
presented enthralled
performances. At last of
the programe Deepak
Kumar Dogra presented
vote of thanks for suc-
cessful conduction of the
program.

JKBOSE refutes News Report

als, Management Committee, require-
ment of land with NOC from Revenue

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: JKBOSE has refuted
the news report appearing in a section
of press alleging that the Board is not
renewing the affiliation of the Private
schools and shifted the students of these
schools to the Government Schools
because of delayed affiliation. “The news
item is causing misinformation which can
cause widespread concern and anxiety
among the school community, parents,
students and educators. We would like
to clarify and correct these claims, as
they do not accurately reflect the cur-
rent situation or the Board’s policies,”

the Board said

Firstly, it is essential to understand that
the Board is committed to ensuring the
highest standards of education and com-
pliance with regulations across all affili-
ated schools. The process of affiliation
is a standard online procedure that all
schools have to maintain these stan-

dards.

The process of renewal of affiliation
involves reviewing applications for adher-
ence to the prescribed guidelines and
educational standards. The guidelines
include compliance to Building Safety,
Fire Safety, Chemical Safety, traffic
safety, Fee Fixation Committee approv-

Department and other such requisites.
Board has not made a blanket decision
to halt renewal of the affiliation. Instead,
itis ensuring that all schools comply with
updated regulations which have tempo-
rarily delayed the process for some insti-
tutions so that they could be given appro-
priate time to comply with the norms and
prescribed guidelines.

Meeting of the Affiliation Commit-
tee is already scheduled to be held on
01.07.2024 and the renewal of affilia-
tion cases of the institutions which meet
the criteria are being placed before the

Affiliation Committee for final approval.

Although this meeting was earlier sched-
uled in the month of January was post-
poned due to some administrative rea-
sons and due to the pre-occupation of
the members. JKBOSE is maintaining
open communication with all schools to
address any concern and provide the

necessary support for compliance. How-

ever, it is crucial to note that temporary
delays should not be construed as out-
right rejections and the date of meeting
has already been fixed for 1st of July,
2024 in which various schools shall be
affiliated with J&K BOSE for the release
of various Board related facilities.

Drug De-addiction program marks Drug
De-addiction Day at SCS GDC Mendhar

Top News Report

MENDHAR, June 26:
NCORD, in collaboration
with NCC & NSS units
of SCS GDC Mendhar,
successfully hosted a
comprehensive Drug De-
addiction Program today
in observance of Drug
De-addiction Day. The
event, held under the
esteemed chairmanship
of Dr. Mohammed Azam
Principal of the college,
reaffirmed the institution’s

dedication to addressing
drug addiction through
awareness, prevention,
and support initiatives.
The program com-
menced with a key-
note address by Dr.
Mohd Riaz, Convener
of NCORD, who shared
crucial insights into effec-
tive strategies and recent
advancements in com-
bating addiction. Prof.
Mohd Qasim Mir and Dr.
Mohd Ibrahim delivered
an informative lecture

on the “Impacts of Drug
Addiction,” highlighting its
societal ramifications.

A lively exchange fol-
lowed among students,
focusing on the societal
implications of substance
abuse, the significance of
early intervention, and the
community’s role in aiding
recovery. The open forum
encouraged students to
share personal experi-
ences and seek guid-
ance, fostering a support-
ive environment.
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TV Broadcast Highlights Rohit Sharma’s Weakness,
Sunil Gavaskar Says Not A Problem

Rohit got out to left-arm pace after his whirlwind 92 off 41 balls vs Australia in the

GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA),

Jun 26 (Agencies):

annoyed.

“Thinking about Rohit Sharma
once again, he got out to a left-
hander (left-arm seamer). So
before the next match, are we
going to do another segment
about his weakness to left-

India
cricket legend Sunil Gavas-
kar slammed his broadcaster
Star Sports for using a graphic
about Rohit Sharma’s weak-
ness against left-arm seamers
during India’s Super 8 clash
against Australia in the 2024
T20 World Cup. While Rohit’s
flaws against left-arm seam are
widely known, he smacked left-
arm pacer Mitchell Starc for 29
runs in an over, en route to his
41-ball 92. However, after Starc
did get Rohit out, Star Sports
put up a graphic about Rohit’s
dismissals against left-arm
pacers, which left Gavaskar

Gavaskar.

Aaron Finch, who was sitting
next to Gavaskar in the com-
mentary box, reasoned that
there are a lot more left-arm
pacers nowadays, with not only
Starc for Australia, but also the
likes of Trent Boult (New Zea-

handers?” asked a bewildered

Super 8 stage of the T20 World Cup 2024.

Agarwalla will be India’s 1st
ever dressage entry at Games

NEW DELHI, Jun
26 (Agencies): Asian
Games medallist Anush
Agarwalla will represent
the country in the dres-
sage event of the Paris
Olympics after pipping
close contender Shruti
Vora on better average,
the Equestrian Federa-
tion of India (EFI) said in
a statement.

Agarwalla, who
bagged gold in the
team dressage and
bronze in the individual
dressage events at the
2022 Hangzhou Asian
Games, was picked
ahead of Vora after a
careful evaluation of the
recent performances of
the two contenders.

It will be India’s first-
ever entry at the dres-
sage event of the Olym-
pics as largely riders in
past editions competed
in eventing categories
only.

Agarwalla (with his
horse Sir Caramello Old)
has been consistent

—

since the qualification
period began last year
and achieved Minimum
Eligibility Requirement
(MER) four times, while
veteran Vora earned the
required two MERs this
month.

When an average was
taken out of the contend-
ers in the assessment,
Agarwalla emerged on
top. He had an average

- - — G

which was better than
Vora’s 67.163 per cent.

As per the criteria set
by EFI, a rider-horse
combination is required
to achieve a minimum
of 67 per cent twice
between January 1,
2023 and June 24,
2024 to be eligible for
the Paris Games quali-
fication.

land) and Shaheen Shah Afridi
(Pakistan).

“There are more left-armers
playing now, and they are
genuine swing bowlers. So that
poses a challenge to the open-
ing batter,” said Finch, trying to
justify the graphic.

Gavaskar retorted, saying that

itisn’t a problem worth highlight-
ing.

“l don’t think you should be
looking much into that. If you're
playing attacking shots when
the ball is swinging in, you will
be out LBW, you will be out
bowled,” said Gavaskar, the first
man to reach 10,000 Test runs.

While Rohit Sharma played
one of the best innings of the
2024 T20 World Cup, his open-
ing partner Virat Kohli got out
for his second duck of the tour-
nament. Gavaskar has recently
come under attack on social
media for his supposed biased
analysis towards the dismissals

of the two batters.

“Commentators create divide
between players and the fans,”
one user had tweeted, after
Gavaskar criticised Kohli’s shot-
selection against Bangladesh,
whilst calling Rohit’s approach
a selfless one.

National Inter-State Athletics
championships: Toor to sit out of
‘mandatory’ meet due to ankle pain

/SN

(Agencies): India’s top
shot putter Tajinderpal
Singh Toor is coping
with an ankle pain and
will miss the National
Inter-State Athletics
Championships, the
final qualifying event
for the upcoming Paris
Olympics, beginning in
Panchkula on Thursday.

Toor, an Asian record

NEW DELHI, Jun 26

vvvvv

holder till a few days
back, is set to qualify
for the Paris Games
through the world rank-
ing quota. He is the
reigning Asian champi-
on as well as the Asian
Games gold medallist.
“I am currently having
slight ankle pain and
my doctor told me not
to throw for three-four
weeks,” Toor said with-

out specifying when the
pain began.

The 29-year-old
Indian’s earlier Asian
record of 21.77 metres
was bettered on June
21 by Saudi Arabia’s
Mohamed Daouda
Tolo during the Estadio
Vallehermoso event in
Madrid with an effort of
21.80m.

It remains to be seen
how the Athletics Feder-
ation of India (AFI) deals
with Toor’s latest prob-
lem as the officials are
tight-lipped as of now.

Last month, AFI presi-
dent Adille Sumariwalla
had made it clear that
except for Olympics
champion javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra, it
will be mandatory for
all the other athletes to
participate in the event
June 27-30 event to get
selected for the Paris
Olympics.

SA vs AFG: Afghanistan not in semi-finals to
compete, here to win

TRINIDAD, Jun 26
(Agencies): Afghani-
stan coach Jonathan
Trott has claimed that
his side is in the semi-
finals of the T20 World
Cup 2024 not just to
compete but go out
and win. Afghanistan
scripted history when
they defeated Bangla-
desh as they qualified
for the final four stages
of a major ICC event
for the very first time.
The Rashid-Khan led
side made it out of two
tough groups in the tour-
nament where they had
to face the likes of India,
Australia, New Zealand
and the West Indies.

Speaking to the report-
ers ahead of the semi-
final clash, Trott admit-
ted that his side did
leave a lot of runs in
their thrilling win over
Bangladesh. However,
the Afghanistan coach
said they are going to
be very, very positive
and have nothing to lose
heading into the semi-
final clash. Trott feels

the wins over big teams
like Australia and New
Zealand will serve them
well in the match against
South Africa.

“l just think batting
we've got to be better
all around - we left a lot
of runs out there. Yes,
it wasn’t the greatest
of wickets but so many
times just bat on ball
we just missed so many
balls where we could
have got singles or per-
haps look to hit it in the
gaps. But just a little bit
of a narrow experience.

I’'m not sure if it's a little
bit of nerves. But heck,
we'’re in the semi-final
now, nothing to lose.
Very, very positive from
now on in. But by no
means do we feel like
we’re going into the
semi-final just to com-
pete.”

“We're there to win the
semi-final. We’ve seen
we’ve beaten some
major teams. We've
won by large margins.
We’ve won by tight mar-
gins. We've won in close
games. So that’s going

, says Jonathan T

to serve us well going
forward to the semi-
final,” said Trott.

No scarring and noth-
ing to lose

Trott further comment-
ed that he wants his side
to tighten up in a few
areas. The Afghanistan
coach reiterated that
his side will go into the
clash with South Africa
with no scarring or bag-
gage from the past and
it would be a new chal-
lenge for them. He also
said this makes them a
dangerous side for the

rott

clash and put pressure
on South Africa.

“l think it's a case of
us just looking at what
we need to improve
on, which is a few little
areas. Nothing too
major, just tighten up.
| think it's just a sort of
mindset shift if | like.
But | also think, we go
into the semi-final with
no scarring or no history
with regards to semi-
finals. This is uncharted
territory for us. We're
just going to go out
there and give it our all.
There’s no preconceived
ideas on it all, or history
of failure or success in
semifinals in past years.
For us it's a new chal-
lenge and | think that
makes us dangerous in
the semifinals as a side
with nothing to lose and
obviously a lot of pres-
sure on the opposition,”
said Trott.

South Africa and
Afghanistan will lock
horns on June 27 in the
first semi-final in Trini-
dad.

Argentina advances to Copa America quarterfinals, | David Warner’s wife Candice writes ‘facts

beats Chile 1-0 on Martinez 88th-minute goal

EAST RUTHERFORD, Jun 26
(Agencies): After nearly 90 min-
utes of total domination, Lionel
Messi and defending champion
Argentina advanced to the Copa
America quarterfinals after the
ball ricocheted in front of the net
during a frantic scramble that led
to the breakthrough.

Lautaro Martinez scored off the
last in a series of rebounds in the
88th minute, lifting the Albiceleste
over Chile 1-0 on Tuesday night
and into the quarterfinals with a
game to spare.

“The ball ended up right at me
and | was able to convert it,” said
Martinez, who scored the second
goal in last week’s opening 2-0 win
over Canada.

Messi started the leadup to the
goal with a corner kick that was
sent sent toward goal with a glanc-
ing header by defender Lisandro
Martinez. The ball landed in front of
goalkeeper Claudio Bravo, where
Argentina’s Giovani Lo Celso and
Chile’s Nicolas Fernandez were
wrestling. Lo Celso kicked the
ball off Bravo and it rebounded to
Chile’s Igor Lichnovsky, who tried
to poke it wide.

Lautaro Martinez, who entered
in the 73rd, calmly one-timed that
rebound into the roof of the net
on Argentina’s 21st shot. Players
stood and waited for three minutes
while the goal, Martinez’s 26th for
the national team, was confirmed
in a video review.

“We deserved the win. It was not
an easy match,” Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni said. “We man-
aged to win at the moment least
expected.”

Argentina leads Group A with six
points, followed by Canada with
three, and Chile and Peru with
one each. The Albiceleste finish
the first round against Peru at
Miami Gardens, Florida, on Sat-
urday, when Canada meets Chile
in Orlando, Florida.

Playing a day after his 37th birth-
day, Messi frequently flaunted his
talent to spin around and slalom
through defenders before an
adoring sellout crowd of 81,106 at
MetLife Stadium, site of the 2026
World Cup final. Argentina domi-
nated 22-3 in shots and 11-0 in
corner kicks. Chile didn’t take its
first attempt until the 72nd minute.

Messi came the closest to scor-
ing before Martinez with a 30-yard
shot that glanced off the post to
Bravo’s left in the 36th minute.
Messi had received treatment on
the thigh area of his right leg for
nearly two minutes after getting
kicked by Gabriel Suazo in the
24th.

Nicolas Gonzalez’s shot from
another Messi pass in the 62nd
was parried off the crossbar by
Bravo.

Argentina outshot Chile 17-0
before Rodrigo Echeverria’s 72nd-
minute effort following a turnover
was saved by Emiliano Martinez,

who blocked the ball while falling
after it deflected off Alexis Mac
Allister. The goalkeeper then
used his right hand to bat another
Echeverria shot in the 76th that
deflected off a toe of defender
Cristian Romero.

“| always have to save one or
two every match. And I’'m lucky to
keep doing it,” Martinez said.

On the 46th anniversary of
Argentina’s first World Cup title,
the teams returned to the stadium
where Chile beat Argentina on
penalty kicks in the 2016 Copa
America final. That defeat prompt-
ed Messi to announce his interna-
tional retirement only to reverse
his decision seven weeks later.

At least 90% of the fans wore
Argentina jerseys, most with Mes-
si's name and No. 10.

There were some small brown
patches behind one goal on a
grass field installed at a stadium
where the usual surface is artificial
turf. The surface was narrow, with
construction scheduled to allow a
wider field for the World Cup.

Bravo, at 41 the oldest player
in Copa America history, had
eight saves in his 150th interna-
tional appearance. He and Messi,
former Barcelona teammates,
spoke with each other while lead-
ing their teams onto the field for
the national anthems.

“Losing this way leaves a bitter
taste,” Bravo said. “We played
against a tremendous opponent.”

filled’ note for retiring Australia star

SYDNEY, Jun 26
(Agencies): Star Aus-
tralia batter David
Warner’s wife Candice
penned a heartfelt trib-
ute for his husband as
he bid adieu to interna-
tional cricket following
his team’s ouster from
the ongoing T20 World
Cup 2024. Australia got
knocked out of the com-
petition as they lost their
last game against India
and were dependent on
Afghanistan’s loss in
their final fixture against
Bangladesh.

However, the Rashid
Khan-led side won their
last game in a thrilling
manner by eight runs
and sealed their berth
in the semi-final from
Super 8 Group 1 along
with India. As a result,
Warner, who had ear-
lier said that he will
retire after the tourna-
ment, brought curtains
down on his illustrious
15-year-long career.

As the star opener
called time on his career,
wishes poured in from
the entire cricketing fra-
ternity as several current
and former players paid
tribute to the Australian
cricketer. Warner’s wife

Candice also posted
a ‘fact filled’ message
for him mentioning his
career achievements.
“Congratulations @
davidwarner31 on one
of the best internation-
al cricket careers we
have ever seen for our
country. To have had
a front row seat has
been a privilege. We
will miss seeing you
play for Australia but we
are so excited to have
you home more. Love
you in case you forgot!
FACTS Only Australian
person to have played

.ESORTS

100 games across all 3
formats,” wrote Candice
in her Instagram post.
“3rd player ever in the
world. 49 International
centuries across 3 for-
mats (2nd only to Ricky
Ponting) Most inter-
national centuries for
an opener ever. 18995
combined international
runs (2nd only to Ricky
Ponting) 2x ODI World
Cup Champion 1x T20
World Cup Champion
1x World Cup Player of
the tournament 1x Test
Championship 3x Allan
Border medal winner

Highest test score 335*,”
she added.

David Warner’s illustri-
ous 15-year-long career

Notably, Warner has
the most number of
international hundreds
for an opener, having
49 tons his name from
374 appearances for
his national team. The
southpaw was also
adjudged Player of the
Tournament in Austra-
lia’s victorious cam-
paign of the 2021 T20
World Cup, finishing as
the second-highest run
scorer of the tourna-
ment with 289 runs to
his name from seven
innings.

He also won two ODI
World Cups in 2019 and
2023 and one World
Test Championship in
2023. The 37-year-old
was awarded the Allan
Border Medal, the most
prestigious award in
Australian men’s cricket,
thrice in the years 2016,
2017 and 2020.

Meanwhile, following
his international retire-
ment, Warner will contin-
ue to ply his trade in the
domestic T20 leagues
across the world.
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Natrang presents Balwant
Thakur’s play ‘JAAL’ at Nagrota

Top News Report

Top News Report

KATRA, June 26: Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board’s (SMVDSB) eco-
friendly initiative has
received a significant
boost with the Central
Govt. Pensioners Wel-
fare Association, Jammu
(CGPWA) extending its
support to the noble ini-
tiative. This collaborative
effort seeks to address
pressing environmental
issues by promoting eco-
friendly practices and
enhancing green cover
in the region besides,
aligning with the shared
values of environmental
stewardship and commu-
nity service.

In the endeavor, Anshul
Garg, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board in the presence of
esteemed members of
the Central Govt. Pen-
sioners Welfare Associa-
tion, Jammu today inau-
gurated 2nd Plant’s Sale
Counter of Shrine Board

Super Moms competition on

namely ‘Vaishnavi Vatika’
at Vaishnavi Dham, Rail
Head Complex, Jammu.
The Counter offers
around 38 indigenous
species of plants reared
in the Board’s high-tech
nursery at village Kunia in
Panthal area near Katra.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, CEO said that the
Shrine Board is delighted
to have the CGPWA on
board as with their vast
network of members and
reach will play a crucial
role in spreading aware-
ness about the impor-
tance of eco-protection
and promoting sustain-

able practices among
the local community. He
added that in alignment
with the Prime Minis-
ter’s visionary directive
the Shrine Board has
been adopting the cam-
paign ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam’. Besides, under
the guidance and direc-
tions of Hon’ble Chair-
man, SMVDSB (Hon’ble
Lt. Governor, JK-UT), the
Shrine Board has been
at the forefront of envi-
ronmental conservation
efforts in the region and
devoting high attention
to conserve the environ-
ment and ecology by car-

June 30, poster released

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: JD
Events and Production
is going to organize a
Super Moms competi-
tion in Jammu on June
30, for which today Shiv
Sena (UBT) state chief
Manish Sahni, promi-
nent journalist , social
activist Sohail Kazmi and
BJP district vice presi-
dent Anu Gupta jointly

released the poster and
gave an open invitation
to super moms.

Giving detailed infor-
mation on this, Shiv
Sena (UBT) state chief
Manish Sahni said that
there can be no competi-
tion regarding mother. All
the mothers in this world
is a super mom for her
children. This competi-
tion is just an opportu-
nity to express gratitude

towards the mother. All
the moms participat-
ing in this competition
will be honored, which
will be a matter of pride
for us. Sahni said that
mother not only gives
birth, but also stays with
the child directly or indi-
rectly on every path of
life. Sahni said that this
competition will be orga-
nized on Sunday, June
30 at 11 am at Lemon
Tree Hotel near Jammu
Railway Station. On
this occasion, a color-
ful program will also be
organized by school stu-
dents. On this occasion
SS Gen Secretary Vikas
Bakshi, Sunaal Kakker,
Irfan Chowdary, Tarun
Sharma, Adil Manhas,
special Guest Vishali
Mangotra were present.

ABVP will register one lakh members this
year in Jammu Kashmir : Akshi Billowria

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26: Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad Jammu Kashmir
held a press confer-
ence today at Vidyarthi
Bhawan, Parade and
announced their annual
membership campaign.
This campaign is a yearly
program to register new
members in an organisa-
tion.

State Secretary Akshi
Billowria said ABVP
believes in educational
transformation through
constructive efforts.”

She further outlined
the details of the mem-
bership campaign during
the press conference.
The campaign aims to
register 1 lakh students
across Jammu and Kash-
mir this year. Students
can participate in the
drive by contacting ABVP
members present at their
educational institutions.

State Membership Con-
vener Sannak Shrivats
said that the campaign
will be conducted in four
phases throughout the
year.

In Phase one winter
zone schools, this phase
will focus on registering
students in schools locat-
ed in the winter zone of
Jammu Kashmir from 27
June to 10 July. Phase
2 summer zone schools
from 15 July to 31 July.
Phase 3 College and Uni-
versity Membership, This
phase will target Students
registration in colleges
and universities across
Jammu Kashmir from 1
August to 20 August. In
Phase 4 Professional
Institute Membership, the
final phase will focus on
registering students from
professional institutes in
the state from 20 August
to 5 September.

He said ABVP also
nominated District Mem-

bership Convener, City
Membership Convener,
Campus Incharge for
membership drive.

He further said that
ABVP actively advocates
for student rights and
fights for their welfare
on various issues. ABVP
offers a unique space to
develop leadership skills
through participation
in our campaigns and
events.

Beyond academics,
ABVP fosters social
engagement through
community service initia-
tives and cultural events.
This allows students to
give back, explore their
talents and connect with
like-minded individu-
als who share a spirit of
nationalism.

Join ABVP and become
part of a movement that
empowers students and
ignites a passion for con-
tributing to the nation’s
progress.

rying out the greening
of Trikuta Hills and the
spaces along the tracks
leading to the Shrine
by rearing and plant-
ing more than 1.50 lakh
seedlings every year for
soil and water conserva-
tion. This initiative not
only serves as a major
contributor for increas-
ing the green cover in the
region but also strength-
ening the ecology and
building a healthier soci-
ety, he said.

CEO underscored that
the recent initiative of the
Shrine Board by distrib-
uting plants as souvenirs
to the devotees through
Plant sale counter at
Niharika, Katra has been
met with overwhelming
appreciation from the pil-
grims. Now, with the joint
venture of the Shrine
Board with CGPWA the
green initiative will fur-
ther strengthen. He said
that apart from locals,
the Jammu based Plants
Sale outlet shall facilitate
Yatris embarking upon

the Shri Amar Nath Ji
Shrine slated to com-
mence from June 29.

Dr. Ashok Bhan,
Member, SMVDSB and
CGPWA emphasized
the importance of envi-
ronmental conservation,
saying we are commit-
ted to contributing to
the eco-friendly initiative
of the SMVDSB. In col-
laboration we can make a
meaningful impact on the
environment and create
a sustainable future. He
exhorted that following
a motto of “EACH ONE
PROMOTE TEN”, the
CGPWA will strive to
create awareness and
popularize plantation,
help procuring quality
plants for individuals and
institutions.

On the occasion, CEO
alongwith members of
CGPWA and other senior
officers of Shrine Board
also planted saplings of
different species around
the Vaishnavi Dham and
distributed a variety of
plants to the participants.

BSP serious to give time-tested
alternative to electorates of J&K:

Rajesh Gupta

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 26:
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) J&K UT General
Secretary and Media
Head Rajesh Gupta on
Wednesday described
the concept as the key to
retrieving back the glori-
ous ethos of inclusive
Jammu and Kashmir to
its pristine glory again by
adopting the policies of
BSP and to strengthening
it. He said BSP Is spread-
ing its roots in Jammu
and Kashmir.

BSP leader in an inter-
view with local channel
lambasted BJP saying
that tall promises of
development, employ-
ment, progress and pros-
perity of the region were
made with the people
who were mesmerized
with several other seduc-
tive slogans.8i

Gupta said that the
BSP is a way forward to
respect the urges and
aspirations of all the

regions and sub-regions
of Jammu and Kashmir
with none being discrimi-
nated against or domi-
nated politically, socially,
and economically. Each
one, irrespective of
region, religion or caste,
must have equal rights
regarding resources and
governance.

BSP leader said that
BSP alone could fulfill the
aspirations of the public
at large and steer the
erstwhile State out of the
morass of poverty, under-
development, corruption,
and communalism. He
said that having experi-
mented with various
traditional parties, both
national and regional, the
people of J&K were a dis-
appointed lot desperately
seeking a change in the
political structure of the
erstwhile State. Gupta
said that the BSP has
taken its birth to the ser-
vice of the common man,
the workers, laborers, and
exploited class of society.

J&K Govt establishes
Advisory Board for
Industrial Development

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jun 26
(Agencies): The Gov-
ernment of Jammu
and Kashmir’s Indus-
tries and Commerce
Department has estab-
lished an Advisory
Board aimed at foster-
ing industrial growth in
the region.

Chaired by the Lieu-
tenant Governor and
vice-chaired by the
Chief Secretary, the
board includes key
officials such as the
Administrative Sec-
retary and Managing
Director of Jammu and
Kashmir Trade Pro-
motion Organization
(JKPTO), alongside
heads of industry asso-
ciations. With objec-
tives focused on creat-
ing an industry-friendly
ecosystem, attracting
investments, enhancing
trade infrastructure, and
promoting sustainable
industrial practices,
the board will convene

quarterly, supported
financially by JKTPO.

Non-official members,
capped at 15 and serv-
ing three-year terms,
will be selected based
on expertise and dedi-
cation to advancing
the board’s economic
development goals.

The government has
also initiated dissemi-
nation of the board’s
establishment across
relevant departments
for immediate imple-
mentation.

JAMMU, June 26:
Jammu and Kashmir
Excise Department in col-
laboration with Natrang
presented Balwant
Thakur’s acclaimed Hindi
play ‘JAAL’ under the
direction of Neeraj Kant
here today at Excise and
Taxation Training Insti-
tute, Nagrota, Jammu. In
a very effective manner
this powerful play inno-
vatively showcases how
the Drug-menace is ruin-
ing the generations like
a rapid fire, crippling the
developing nations like
India. The youth of the
country, the largest ener-
getic and most produc-
tive human resource of
the country, sometimes
unknowingly slip into the
trap of dangerous drug
menace.

The play was not based
on one story-line but as
an experiment Balwant
Thakur has woven mul-
tiple stories in one theme
focusing the spread of
drug menace like a mesh,
thus taking the toll of the
strongest workforce of the
country. In a sequence a
young boy is shown strug-
gling for a good company
after his passing of the
school and his entry in
the college.Majority of
his age group is shown
indulged in drugs and he
finds himself isolated for
not being the consumer of
intoxications. All around
him treat him like a child
which really frustrates
him and to prove that he
has grown-up as a young
man now, he finds the
easiest way and demon-

strates his coming of age
by consuming a variety of
intoxications. In another
sequence a rural inhabita-
tion particularly the men-
folk are shown drowned in
the menace of alcohol. All
the miseries of the village
like poverty, domestic vio-
lence, and ailments are
attributed to the constant
growth of consumption of
alcohol in the village. In
a sequence the daily rou-
tine of a villager is shown
who consumes the whole
of his daily earnings seek-
ing alcohol. Being drunk
completely he has lost his
way home. By the time a
local escorts him to his
place where in the middle
of the night this drunken
man starts beating his
sleeping wife and kids for
not receiving him on his
arrival. When the escort
intervenes to save the
poor lady and children,
he is blamed for having
ill intentions towards
his wife. This fight fur-
ther messes up when a
drunken man after losing
senses damages his

household belongings as
well. The play unfolds a
series of incidents where
people influenced by
drugs, alcohol and other
intoxications create hell
for themselves as well as
for others. Many precious
lives are being charred in
this fire of drug menace
which is to be fought
unitedly to bring them
out of the mesh of drugs
menace.

Through this play Bal-
want Thakur has tried to
make an appeal to save
mankind from this dragon.
The best way to save the
youth from this menace
of drugs is to make them
aware of its severe con-
sequences.

Actors who outshined
in their respective perfor-
mances and left an impact
on their acting included
Neeraj Kant, Aadesh
Dhar, Palshin Dutta,
Vishal Sharma, Chaitanya
Shekhar, Sanket Bhagat,
Kushal Bhat and Brijesh
Avtar Sharma. The show
was coordinated by
Mohd. Yaseen

GODOWN FOR RENT

Corner Plot Size 100 ft x150 ft

(3 Kanals) at Kirthali,
Brahamana Private
Commercial Registered Land
with 40 ft both side lane having
6000 Sq. ft Covered Shed
Height 15 ft Opp. ITC Godown.

94197-01575

Bari

PG FOR GIRLS

Secure/ Peaceful/ Comfortable

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

® AC & NON-AC ROOMS @ 24/7 ELECTRICITY

® R.0. DRINKING WATER @ 24/7 WATER SUPPLY
® HYGIENIC FOOD

® Wi-Fi AVAILABLE

FOR ANY QUERIES CALL US @ 9596236182

LIBRARY FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE

CHESS LEARNING CENTRE

Contact Us:

Unlock Your Strategies:
Join Our Chess CIasses Today'

Three Classes

Phone/Whatsapp: 9103264178

Email: learnchess.jammu@gmail.com

Location: Canal Road opposite Dr. Rajesh Gupta (Ortho) Clinic
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