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Actor Pavithra Gowda had 
beaten up Renukaswamy with 

slippers, police say in 
remand note

Government trying to do 
‘damage control’: Congress on 
implementation of law to curb 

exam irregularities

“Genocide Outweighs 
Domestic Policy”: Democrat 

Mayor Slams Biden Over Gaza

Drone seized 
near India-
Pakistan 
Border in 
Tarn Taran

CHANDIGARH, Jun 
22 (Agencies): A China-
made drone has been 
seized from a field 
near the India-Pakistan 
border in Punjab’s Tarn 
Taran district, a BSF 
spokesperson said on 
Saturday.

The drone was found 
by Border Security 
Force (BSF) and Punjab 
Police personnel in the 
field near Noorwala vil-
lage during a search 
operation on Friday, the 
official said.

It was a China-made 
DJI Mavic 3 Classic 
drone, the spokesper-
son said.

Properties 
of three drug 
peddlers 
attached in 
Rajouri

SRINAGAR, Jun 22 
(Agencies): The  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Friday attached proper-
ties worth Rs 51 lakh 
belonging to three noto-
rious drug peddlers in 
Rajouri district, officials 
said.

The police have 
attached three moveable 
properties as they were 
proven to be acquired 
through illegal means 
and proceeds of narcot-
ics trade, they said.

A team from Now-
shera police station has 
attached three vehicles 
include a dumper truck, a 
Mahindra Pickup Bolero 
and a motorcycle. The 
value of the three vehi-
cles is approximately Rs 
51 lakhs.

The vehicles belong 
to notorious drug ped-
dlers Sukhvinder Singh, 
Naveen Kumar and 
Davinder Kumar, all res-
idents of Sehar Makri, 
Bhawani, they said.

The properties have 
been attached under the 
NDPS Act.

The alleged drug ped-
dlers were arrested after 
a massive recovery 
of narcotics that were 
made by police with the 
help of locals near LoC 
in Sehar Makri area of 
Nowshera and a cross-
LoC smuggling racket 
was busted, they said.

Delhi Court 
postpones 
interim bail 
plea hearing 
of Engineer 
Rashid

SRINAGAR, Jun 22 
(Agencies): A Delhi 
Court on Saturday post-
poned hearing of Engi-
neer Rashid’s interim 
bail plea until July 1 for 
taking oath.

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Jun 22: 

Lieutenant Governor 
Shri Manoj Sinha per-
formed the ‘Pratham 
Puja’ to mark the cere-

monial commencement 
of the Annual Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra, through 
video conferencing 
today.

The Lt Governor 

sought the blessings of 
Baba Amarnathji and 
prayed for the good 
health, progress, and 
well-being of all the 
people.

Interacting with the 
media persons, the Lt 
Governor highlighted 
the efforts of the Admin-
istration and the Shrine 
Board to bring qualita-
tive improvement in the 
overall Yatra experience 
for devotees.

 “Officials of Shri Amar-
nath Ji Shrine Board and 
concerned departments 
are committed to provide 
better facilities and ser-
vices for pilgrims. There 
has been significant 
enhancement in essen-
tial facilities, infrastruc-
ture and security. We are 
taking every possible 
measure to ensure the 
yatra is smooth, safe 

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Jun 

22: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Shri Manoj Sinha 
launched var ious 
Swachh initiatives of 
Directorate of Rural 
Sanitation for Shri Ama-
rnath Ji Yatra 2024, at 

Raj Bhawan today.
In his address on the 

occasion, the Lt Gov-
ernor commended the 
Directorate of Rural 
Sanitation. He said 
the new logo, Swachh 
Yatra Anthem, Website 
and mobile application 
will greatly benefit our 

objective of Zero-Waste 
Pilgrimage.

The Lt Governor 
highlighted the inte-
grated strategy of the 
UT Administration and 
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine 
Board aimed at Zero-
waste, clean and 

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, 
Jun 22 (Agencies): With 
the Amarnath Yatra set to 
begin in a week, Jammu 
and Kashmir Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Saturday said secu-
rity arrangements have 
been tightened and 
facilities improved for 
the successful conduct 
of the pilgrimage.

Jammu Additional 
Director General of 
Police Anand Jain 
has reviewed security 
arrangements along the 
Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway, emphasising 
the need for the high-
est level of alertness to 
scuttle any attempt by 
terrorists to disrupt the 
pilgrimage, officials said 

on Saturday.
Taking part in the virtu-

al ‘Pratham Puja’ of the 
Amarnath Yatra at the 
Raj Bhavan in Srinagar 
on Saturday morning, 
Sinha said, “Darshan 
for the pilgrims across 
the country will begin 
from June 29. The (Shri 
Amarnath) Shrine Board 
and the J-K administra-
tion have made special 

arrangements for the 
pilgrims. In the last two 
years, the facilities for 
the yatris have improved 
a lot.”

Sinha said the roads 
leading to the cave 
shrine have been 
upgraded and some 
stretches have been 
widened by the Border 
Roads Organisation 

Properties 
of three drug 
peddlers 
attached in 
Rajouri

SRINAGAR, Jun 22 
(Agencies): The  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police on 
Friday attached prop-
erties worth Rs 51 lakh 
belonging to three noto-
rious drug peddlers in 
Rajouri district, officials 
said.

The police have 
attached three move-
able properties as they 
were proven to be 
acquired through illegal 
means and proceeds 
of narcotics trade, they 
said.

A team from Now-
shera police station has 
attached three vehicles 
include a dumper truck, 
a Mahindra Pickup 
Bolero and a motor-
cycle. The value of the 
three vehicles is approx-
imately Rs 51 lakhs.

The vehicles belong 
to notorious drug ped-
dlers Sukhvinder Singh, 
Naveen Kumar and 
Davinder Kumar, all 

SRINAGAR, Jun 22 
(Agencies): The weath-
erman has forecast 
generally dry weather 
in  Jammu and Kashmir 
from June 23-28 but said 
possibility of brief spell of 
rain and thundershower 
at few places can’t be 
ruled out.

From June 29-30, a 
meteorological depart-
ment official here said 
that a fresh spells of 
rain and thundershower 
is expected at many 
places of J&K.

He said in last 24 hours 
till 0830 a.m., Srinagar 
received 1.44mm of 
rain, Qazigund 1.8mm, 
Pahalgam 5.6mm, Kup-
wara 2.1mm, Koker-
nag 6.8mm, Gulmarg 

6.6mm,  Jammu 0.0mm, 
Banihal 0.8mm, Batote 
0.3mm and Bhaderwah 
2.9mm.

Regarding the temper-
ature, he said, Srinagar 
recorded a low of 14.5°C 
against 15.4°C on the 
previous night and it was 
1.3°C below normal for 
the summer capital of JK 
for this time of the year.

Qazigund recorded 
a minimum of 13.2°C 
against 14.0°C on the 
previous night and it 
was 1.2°C below normal 
for the gateway town of 
Kashmir, he said.

Pahalgam recorded a 
low of 10.6°C against 
10.4°C on the previous 
night and it was 1.0°C 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jun 
22 (Agencies): Three 
people were killed and 
ten others were wound-
ed in a mass shooting 
outside of a grocery 
store in Fordyce, US 
state of Arkansas, state 
police said.

At a press conference, 
the state police said that 
two law enforcement offi-
cers were among those 
injured, and the civilians 
had injuries ranging from 
non-life-threatening to 
critical condition, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The shooter was criti-
cally injured after being 
shot by police and has 
been taken into custody, 

police said.
The federal Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives 
said special agents 
from its New Orleans 
field office were sent to 
the scene to assist in 
response to the shoot-
ing.

Fordyce, a city of about 
3,400 people, is located 
some 70 miles south of 
Little Rock, the state’s 
capital.

 “I have been briefed 
on the tragic shooting in 
Fordyce, and I’m in con-
stant contact with State 
Police at the scene. I am 
thankful to law 

Lt Governor performs Pratham Puja 
of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra

The Holy Yatra will start from 29th June

Lt Governor launches Rural Sanitation 
Directorate’s Swachh initiatives for Shri 
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2024

Security measures tightened 
ahead of Amarnath Yatra

MeT predicts generally dry 
weather in J&K from tomorrow, 
fresh rain spell from June 29

US: 3 dead, 10 
wounded in mass 
shooting in Arkansas
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Kavinder Gupta, Senior 
BJP leader and former 
Deputy Chief Minister 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
has urged the Central 
Government to take nec-
essary steps to launch 
Duggar satellite channel 
in Jammu region. The 
proposed channel aims 
to promote, protect, and 
develop the rich culture, 
heritage, and languages 
of the Duggar region.

Kavinder made this 
appeal following a meet-
ing with a delegation 
from the Doordarshan 
Approved Drama Artists 
Association (DADAA) in 
Jammu today. The dele-
gation, led by J.S. Babli, 
President of DADAA, 
presented a memoran-
dum outlining their long-
standing demands.

J.S Babli apprised the 
senior BJP leader that 
the primary objective of 
the Duggar Channel is 
to safeguard the cultural 
heritage and languages 
of the Duggar region 
while also generating 
employment opportuni-
ties. He highlighted that 
over one crore Dogri-
speaking people reside 
across areas including 
Mirpur, Bhimber, Bag, 
Sialkot, and Shakargarh 
in Pakistan, as well as 
Gurdaspur, Pathankot, 
and Hoshiarpur in 
Punjab, and parts of 
Himachal Pradesh. Babli 
also noted that Jammu's 
proximity to the Interna-
tional Border and Line of 
Control makes it an ideal 

location for propagating 
and promoting the Gov-
ernment of India's poli-
cies.

Addressing the del-
egation, the former 
deputy Chief Minister 
reflected on the efforts 
of former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
under whose leadership 
Dogri was included in 
the Eighth Schedule of 
the Indian Constitution. 
He stressed the impor-
tance of continuing these 
efforts to ensure that 
the younger generation 
learns and appreciates 
their regional language.

"When you visit other 
states, you observe 
people proudly speak-
ing their regional lan-
guages. It is crucial that 
we also focus on raising 
awareness, especially 
among the youth, about 
the importance of our 
regional language," he 
said.

Kavinder questioned 
why, despite the Cen-
tral Government grant-
ing two AIIMS and two 
Central Universit ies 
to Jammu and Kash-
mir, there are not two 

local channels as well. 
"When J&K has already 
Kashir Channel, then the 
demand for a Duggar 
Satellite Channel should 
also be considered," he 
asserted.

The former Deputy 
Chief Minister assured 
the Doordarshan art-
ists that he would take 
up their concerns with 
the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting 
in Delhi. He commit-
ted to making all pos-
sible efforts to establish 
the Duggar Channel in 
Jammu region, thereby 
promoting the region's 
rich cultural heritage.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Director Agriculture 
Jammu, Arvinder Singh 
Reen, inaugurated the 
first-of-its-kind Paddy 
Transplanter 6 Rows 
Self Propelled issued 
under the Holistic Agri-
culture Development 
Programme (HADP) to 
a Farm Machinery Bank 
in Panchayat Khor, Zone 
Kirpind subdivision R.S 
Pura. 

This initiative aims to 
increase Farm Mecha-
nization Power from the 
present 1.75 kW to 2.5 
kW in the next 2 to 3 
years in the Jammu and 
Kashmir UT, showcasing 
a pioneering effort aimed 
at transforming agricultur-
al practices in the region.

The Paddy Transplanter 

offers several key advan-
tages to enhance paddy 
cultivation practices. It 
significantly enhances 
cost efficiency by reduc-
ing the rising costs of 
cultivation and labour 
requirements, thereby 
addressing the cur-
rent labour crisis in the 
sector. Additionally, the 
transplanter excels in 
rapid nursery creation, 
capable of establishing a 
mat-type nursery cover-
ing 1 acre within just an 
hour. Its ability to ensure 
precise plant spacing and 
line sowing according to 
recommended agricul-
tural practices further 
enhances productivity 
and yields in the field. 
Notably, this advanced 
machinery is the first of 
its kind in the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu and Kash-

mir, offering unparalleled 
efficiency and productivity 
benefits to farmers.

Director Agriculture 
Jammu expressed opti-
mism for the future of 
agriculture in the region, 
stating, "The introduction 
of the Paddy Transplanter 
marks a significant step 
towards modernizing our 
agricultural practices and 
ensuring better yields 
for our farmers. This 
initiative aligns with our 
commitment to support-
ing farmers with innova-
tive technologies that 
enhance efficiency and 
profitability."

The inauguration cer-
emony concluded with 
a demonstration of the 
Paddy Transplanter's 
capabilities, highlighting 
its role in advancing agri-
cultural mechanization 
and sustainable farming 
practices.

SDAO R.S Pura,  
Surinder Kumar Gupta, 
Agriculture Extension 
Officer Kirpind Saloni 
Sadhotra, Junior Agricul-
ture Extension Officers, 
and Agriculture Exten-
sion Assistants were also 
present at the occasion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: Dy. 
Inspector  General of 
Police (DIG) JKS Range, 
Dr. Sunil Gupta,  flagged 
off Bharat Darshan Tour 
of 66 students from dif-
ferent parts of district 
Ramban at an impres-
sive function from GO’s 
Mess Gulshan Ground 
Jammu this morning.

The tour has been 
organized by Zonal 
Police Headquarters 
Jammu under Civic 
Ac t ion Programme 
(CAP). 

66 students (par-
ticipants) alongwith 02 
caretakers of District 
Ramban will proceed 
from Jammu to Delhi, 
Delhi to Chennai (By 
Air) for Bharat Darshan 
Tour Programme from 

June 22 to 26, 2024.
 While interacting with 

the students who belong 
to different parts of the 
Ramban district , the 
DIG Jammu wished 
them a happy and safe 
journey and advised 
them to avail the oppor-
tunity to enrich their 
knowledge by visit-
ing historical places of 
Delhi and Chennai and 
also the modern mar-
vels of India. 

He advised the stu-
dents to move out, 
meet people and see 
how beautiful, diverse 
in fauna and flora and 
in culture our country is. 

He said that by these 
Bharat Darshan tours 
students can develop 
better understanding of 
the world at large and 
thus become a respon-

sible citizen.
 He further advised the 

students to meet people 
during this tour with an 
open heart and spread 
love and understanding.

The students will visit 
among other places Lal 
Qila, Qutub Minar, Lotus 
temple, Delhi Zoo, Delhi 
Museum, Parliament, 
Delhi Metro at Delhi 
and Taj Mahal at Agra 
and many historical 
places at Chennai also 
.Boarding and Lodging, 
air travel facilities will 
be provided to the vis-
iting students by Zonal 
Police Headquarters 
Jammu.

The funct ion was 
attended by S.O to 
ADGP Jammu Zone ,  
SP Hqrs. Jammu and 
other Police officers of 
district Jammu.

Kavinder calls for establishment of 
Duggar Channel to promote regional 
culture & heritage

Director Agriculture Jammu inaugurates 
Paddy Transplanter in UT

DIG JKS Range flags off Bharat 
Darshan Tour at Glushan Ground

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Senior BJP leader and 
former minister Bali 
Bhagat on Saturday reit-
erated Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's commit-
ment to addressing the 
aspirations of the people 
of Jammu & Kashmir 
regarding the much-
awaited Assembly elec-
tions in the union territory.

In a statement issued 
here today, the former 
minister emphasized the 
Modi Government's dedi-
cation to restoring state-
hood to J&K, a commit-
ment made by PM Modi 
during his recent visit to 

Srinagar.
"Prime Minister Modi 

has assured the people of 
J&K that their aspirations 
are a top priority for his 
government. The prom-
ise to restore statehood is 
firm, and steps are being 
taken to ensure this com-
mitment is fulfilled," he 
said. He highlighted that 
the BJP is fully prepared 
to lead J&K towards a 
new era of development 
and governance.

Bali Bhagat emphasized 
that the BJP all set to 
form next government in 
Jammu & Kashmir. "Our 
Party has a clear vision 
and a comprehensive 
plan to drive development 

and ensure the welfare 
of every citizen in the 
region," he stated.

The senior BJP leader 
called upon the party 
cadre to mobilize and 
prepare diligently for 
the upcoming Assem-
bly polls, urging them to 
work tirelessly to secure 
a resounding victory for 

the BJP, emphasizing the 
importance of unity and 
collective effort.

"We must gear up for 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections and ensure a 
resounding victory for 
the BJP. Our party has 
always stood for the 
development and prog-
ress of J&K, and it is cru-
cial that we continue to 
work with the same dedi-
cation and commitment," 
he urged.

The former minister 
highlighted the posi-
tive impact of the Modi 
Government's policies 
on J&K, including infra-
structure development, 
improved healthcare, 

and enhanced educa-
tional opportunities. He 
expressed confidence 
that the people of J&K 
would support the BJP's 
vision and efforts to bring 
lasting peace and pros-
perity to the region.

“As the election prepa-
rations gain momentum, 
the BJP remains focused 
on its mission to build a 
stronger and more pros-
perous Jammu & Kash-
mir. With PM Modi's 
unwavering support and 
the dedication of its lead-
ers and cadre, the party is 
optimistic about the future 
and committed to fulfilling 
the promises made to the 
people of J&K,” he added.

PM Modi committed to fulfill aspirations 
of J&K people: Bali Bhagat

Top News Report

BANIHAL, June 22: 
Senior BJP leader and 
Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha), Gulam 
Ali Khatana on Satur-
day thanked the people 
of Ramban, Banihal, 
Mir Bazar and Lambad 
in Kulgam, and other 
adjoining areas for 
voting BJP to success.

“By voting in favour of 
BJP you people have 
become part of Viksit 
Bharat,” Khatana said 
while addressing a gath-
ering at Banihal area.

He said that every vote 
in favour of BJP mat-
ters and all such votes 
helped PM Modi to helm 
the affairs of the largest 
democracy of the world 
for the third time.

“The nation in general 
and J&K Union Territory 
in particular is now wit-
nessing progress under 
the visionary leadership 
of PM Modi,” the Rajya 
Sabha member main-
tained adding that the 
PM during his recent 
Kashmir visit has laid 
foundation of 84 major 
projects worth Rs. 1500 
crore in Srinagar and 
has launched Compre-
hensive Improvement 
in Agriculture and allied 
Sectors (JKCIP) project 
at the cost of Rs. 1800 
crore besides handing 
over 2000 government 
job appointment letters 
to the youth.

“Not only this the PM 
Modi has also recent-
ly released the 17th 
installment of PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi worth Rs. 
20,000 crore for more 
than 9.26 crore farm-
ers across the country 
including Rs. 182.55 
crore for 8.46 lakh farm-
ers of Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Khatana said assur-
ing that this is just the 
start of PM Modi’s third 
tenure which will remain 
full of such welfare mea-
sures.

On this occasion the 
locals of Banihal took up 
many issues like hefty 
power bills, poor devel-
opments of schools in 
remote areas etc and 
the MP assured them 
that soon these issues 
shall be resolved.

The MP was accom-
panied by senior BJP 
leader and Waqaf 
Executive Office, Aabid 
Hussain Khan and BJP 
workers from Devsar 
Mandal and others.

The gathering assured 
full support to the BJP 
candidate in upcoming 
Assembly elections.

Prominent among 
those present on the 
occasion were senior 
BJP leader Mohd 
Saleem Bhat, Chowd-
hary Qasim, Constitu-
ency Incharge, Adil 
Ahmad, Gh Nabi Shah, 
Ishfaq Ahmad, Mohd 
Syed Malik, Ch Shah 
Mohd and others.

By voting in favour of BJP people 

became part of Viksit Bharat’

Inauguration of projects 
worth thousands of crores 
is beginning of Modi-3 
rule: Khatana

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: Th 
Gulchain Singh Charak, 
President of Dogra Sadar 
Sabha (DSS) J&K and 
former Minister, on Sat-
urday raised a significant 
issue regarding the esca-
lating drug crisis across 
Jammu and Kashmir UT 
in general and Jammu 
region in particular. 
The region, historically 
renowned for its nation-
alism and resilience, now 
confronts a silent but 
potent threat to its social 
fabric—the rampant pro-
liferation of drugs target-
ing its youth.

Th. Gulchain Singh 
Charak was speak-
ing while addressing a 
press conference at the 
premises of Dogra Sadar 
Sabha Jammu today.

Reflecting on Jammu 
region storied history 
of defending the nation 
during the Indo-Pak wars 
of 1947, 1965, 1971, and 
1999, Th Gulchain Singh 

Charak emphasized the 
indomitable spirit of the 
region’s youth and said 
that the youth of Jammu 
region have always stood 
as a bulwark against 
external aggression and 
internal strife, he said, 
adding that their unwav-
ering patriotism has 
consistently thwarted 
attempts to sow discord 
along communal lines.

 “In light of these failed 
attempts to incite unrest, 
adversaries have adopt-

ed a more insidious strat-
egy by infiltrating the 
region with drugs. This 
tactic aims to weaken 
Jammu and Kashmir 
from within, posing a 
grave threat to its future,” 
he added.

Charak called on the 
administration to recog-
nize the severity of this 
issue and take robust 
measures against the 
drug mafia and said that 
awareness campaigns 
and social media initia-

tives, while helpful, are 
insufficient he noted, 
"Concrete actions must 
be visible dismantling 
of drug mafia networks 
and the protection of our 
communities, he added.

 The former Cabinet 
Minister asserted that the 
role of law enforcement 
agencies, particularly the 
police, is crucial in this 
battle. He stressed that 
their efforts must extend 
beyond mere 

optics and photo oppor-
tunities. The reality of 
their actions should be 
evident in the streets 
of Jammu through suc-
cessful operations and 
tangible results against 
those peddling drugs, he 
added.

He appealed to the 
higher authorities to 
avoid complacency and 
actively support ground-
level efforts. Regular 
assessments, account-
ability checks, and sus-
tained commitment are 

essential to ensure the 
effectiveness of anti-
drug operations. This 
battle demands a com-
prehensive and coordi-
nated approach, involv-
ing every layer of gov-
ernance and society, he 
emphasized.

Charak reiterated the 
resilience and strength 
of the people of Jammu 
region with robust sup-
port from the adminis-
tration and police, our 
region can overcome the 
drug menace. The youth 
of Jammu, who have 
always been nationalists 
at heart, deserve a future 
free from the clutches 
of drugs. It is our col-
lective responsibility to 
ensure that this future is 
secured, he added.

 Among those who were 
present in the press con-
ference included Col. 
Karan Singh (Rtd.), PS 
Gupta, Gambhir Dev 
Singh Charak, Dr. VS 
Sharma and others

DSS raises concerns over escalating drug menace in 
J&K,  calls for immediate action to combat
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By: Vijay GarG 

Gone are the days when sports 
were merely hobbies. With 
big business houses investing 

heavily and governments promoting dif-
ferent sports, it is now a lucrative career 
not only do you get a chance to represent 
your country but also get fame and rec-
ognition. But, sports as a career does not 
need to ply the sportspersons. You can 
take a number of allied fields to get into 
the sporting world. India is the home to 
more than billion people. There are lakhs 
of talents that need a good platform. 
Together with that, sports as a career is 
still in its nascent stage. You must have 
seen that the annual IPL gala unveils some 
of the local talents who would never have 
got a chance if it were not IPL. There are 
several tournaments going on in the same 
format. So, here we will be telling you how 
to make a career in sports:

How to make a Career in Sports?
Sports is that one field where you need 

to show your physical as well as mental 
strength. You need to have high morale. 
There are times when you are badly losing. 
But instead of losing hope, if you fight 
back, you are bound to win. Sports teaches 
us to be a team player, to rise above the 
sense of self and to be optimistic. Sports 
teaches us never to lose hope. Just look 
at the disabled player’s teams. Despite 
having some physical shortcomings, they 
play their game and win the hearts. This 
proves that no matter what kind of body 
you have, a game will never discriminate 
with you. All you need to do is cling hard 
to your dreams and go conquer it.

Career Options and Job Opportunities 
in Sports

Sportsperson: This is the obvious career 
in sports. If you are good at any sports, 
be it cricket, boxing or gymnastics, go for 
the professional coaching. There are gov-
ernment as well as private institutes run 
by established players who impart coach-
ing. There you will learn of techniques, 
have practice and coach under a guy who 
knows how to handle the pressure. Never 
give up. Always work on honing your 
talent. There is one more aspect. Never 
switch to some sports just because you 
think that it will pay well. Every sport has 
equal potential to make you reach the top. 
Work hard with your favourite sport. Do 
you think Deepa Karmakar would have 
performed equally well if she left gym-
nastics for more famous tennis? No! So 

always believe in your strength and work 
hard. And when you get the chance to 
represent the nation, don’t get into too 
much pressure. Just perform to your full 
capability.

Sports Physiotherapist: You must 
have seen that during a cricket match, a 
player gets a physiotherapist when he/
she gets cramps. Sports Physiotherapists 
are an integral part of every sports team. 
Not only do they help players in crisis 
on the field but also keep them in good 
shape. Those who are faced with injuries 
undergo treatment under a physiothera-
pist. They help in gradually getting the 
strength back and make the body ready to 
hit the fields. There are many colleges that 
offer an undergraduate and postgraduate 
degree in physiotherapy. Spots authority 
of India and other such sports regulatory 
bodies always need physiotherapists. You 
can start working for them.

Dietitian: A sportsperson needs to have 
a balanced diet. Neither should have too 
low calories nor too much. A dietician 
ensures that players are having a perfect 
diet according to their body needs and 
sports schedules. A runner’s diet has gone 
to be different from that of a weightlifter. 
With a dietician involved, players don’t 
run into the risk of facing nutrition issues. 
You can get into this field by doing an 
undergraduate and postgraduate course 
in food nutrition and dietetics. Since you 
will be involved with the sportspersons, 
you should have a strong background of 
how much energy that particular game 
needs.

Sports Coach: A coach is the most 
respected person in any player’s life. They 
are the ones who recognize the talent and 
nurture it. You can make your career as 
a Sports coach. For this not only do you 
need to have a strong background in 
the sports, you also need to have strong 
leadership qualities, keen observation 
skills, and patience. You should be able 
to push budding players to get them out 
of their comfort zone. A major part of this 
job involves networking. To survive, you 
must interact. You should coach at any 
level; be it school, college or a local team. 
Dedicate yourself to the team’s victory. 
Then only your efforts will be paid atten-
tion to.

Sports Management: There are a number 
of sports events now. From the national 
to the district level, investors are spend-
ing heavily in organizing events to attract 
new talents. In such big events, proper 
management is needed. Spectators need to 

have proper seating arrangements, drink-
ing water, restrooms and above all secu-
rity. Also, the players need to have their 
kit in place. All such requirements need 
trained personnel. Sports management is 
a new area in India. But the best thing is 
that the government is asking the sports 
club to appoint a full-time CEO to manage 
the club’s affairs. In abroad, all the teams 
have a manager who is responsible for the 
upkeep of the team. Be it the inclusion of 
players or managing funds, they handle it 
all. So, if you are attracted to this area, you 
can go for the sports management courses.

Sports Journalist: If you are a true fan but 
could not make it to the player’s list, you 
can get into the sports journalism. There is 
an ardent fan following who need rich and 
informative articles on sports topics. So, if 
you have a strong background in sports, 
you can go for the journalism courses. As 
such, sports journalism is not taught any-
where. Once you get into this field, you 
need to create a niche for yourself. Start 
with sports reporting and article writing. 
You can grow on to become a renowned 
sports writer! Everyone loves to know 
more about a particular game.

Commentator: While watching a match, 
the commentary is what attracts the 
people most. Not only you get updates 
every second, but also get expert panel 
discussing the game strategies. Commen-
taries are the way so many people enjoy a 
game even on the radio. To make a career 
in this field, you should have strong ora-
tory skills coupled with sound knowledge 
of the sports. Most of the time, it is the 
ex-sportspersons who do commentary. 
But in recent years, we have seen some 
remarkable people getting in this field 
who are not a sportsperson. Sports com-
mentary for radio is comparatively less 
paying than that on the TV. But in both 
cases, it is an amazing option. You get to 
meet new people every day not to men-
tion the players themselves. And, once 
established as a Commentator, you can 
earn anything between 30-40k per day! Job 
opportunities are in the radio stations and 
TV channels. You will have to start small. 
Try in the local channels and then climb 
up the ladder. This way you will have 
experience, network and a better idea of 
the field.

Umpire/Referee: If you love the fair 
judgment of umpires and their keen 
observation skills, you can work to be 
a sports umpire. Not only you need to 
have a sound knowledge of the rules and 
regulations, but also great stamina. Just 

imagine the stamina needed by a football 
match referee! Likewise, a cricket umpire 
needs to stand on the ground at a stretch 
with complete concentration throughout. 
To get into the shoes, you need to clear the 
umpire selection exam conducted by state 
sports authorities. From here, you can go 
to the national as well as international 
bodies. Renowned umpires and referees 
earn quite handsomely. Additionally, 
you get to witness the matches from the 
ground and get to travel the world.

Sports Psychologist: Players go through 
ups and downs throughout their career. 
A Sports Psychologist ensures that this 
emotional turmoil does not affect his/her 
performance. Because if that happens, it 
might have an adverse effect on the whole 
career. As a sports psychologist, you will 
be required to keep the player’s spirits 
high even in unfavourable situations. You 
can get into this field by doing a post-
graduate degree in clinical psychology 
and obtaining the license.

Public Relations Manager: Most sports 
teams and all the established players 
have their own PR team. Their job is to 
ensure that there is a positive image of 
the player among the masses. In sensitive 
cases, they handle their statements. Over-
all, their job is to ensure that the player 
remains in good light. You basically need 
to be a sharp person. It would be better 
if you come from the mass communica-
tion background. If you happen to be the 
PR of the renowned teams, you will earn 
pretty decent.

Sports is the field that holds huge poten-
tial in a country with such a large popula-
tion. The sad reality is that we don’t lead 
the medal tally in major sporting events. 
Barring the few podiums every now and 
then. India is yet to be a sports superpow-
er. If we invest in our financial as well as 
human resources in sports, we will defi-
nitely lead the world. Also, our youth’s 
energy will be properly channelled. But 
we do need to realize that sports are in 
dire need of trained manpower. Its high 
time we offer our youth a respectable 
career in sports.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout)

By: Dr. Anurag Pathak

Artificial Intelligence is the 
intelligence possessed by 
the machines under which 

they can perform various functions 
with human help. With the help of A.I, 
machines will be able to learn, solve 
problems, plan things, think, etc. Arti-
ficial Intelligence, for example, is the 
simulation of human intelligence by 
machines. In the field of technology, 
Artificial Intelligence is evolving rap-
idly day by day and it is believed that in 
the near future, artificial intelligence is 
going to change human life very drasti-
cally and will most probably end all the 
crises of the world by sorting out the 
major problems. Our life in this modern 
age depends largely on computers. It 
is almost impossible to think about life 
without computers. We need computers 
in everything that we use in our daily 
lives. So it becomes very important 
to make computers intelligent so that 
our lives become easy. Artificial Intel-
ligence is the theory and development 
of computers, which imitates the human 
intelligence and senses, such as visual 
perception, speech recognition, deci-
sion-making, and translation between 
languages. Artificial Intelligence has 
brought a revolution in the world of 
technology.

AI is widely used in the field of health-
care. Companies are attempting to 
develop technologies that will allow for 
rapid diagnosis. Artificial Intelligence 
would be able to operate on patients 
without the need for human oversight. 
Surgical procedures based on technol-
ogy are already being performed.Artifi-
cial Intelligence would save a lot of our 
time. The use of robots would decrease 
human labour. For example, in indus-
tries robots are used which have saved 
a lot of human effort and time. In the 
field of education, AI has the potential 
to be very effective. It can bring inno-
vative ways of teaching students with 
the help of which students will be able 
to learn the concepts better. Artificial 
intelligence is the future of innovative 
technology as we can use it in many 
fields. For example, it can be used in 
the Military sector, Industrial sector, 
Automobiles, etc. In the coming years, 
we will be able to see more applications 
of AI as this technology is evolving day 

by day.
Artificial Intelligence may seem to be 

a new technology but if we do a bit of 
research, we will find that it has roots 
deep in the past. In Greek Mythology, 
it is said that the concepts of AI were 
used. The model of Artificial neurons 
was first brought forward in 1943 by 
Warren McCulloch and Walter Pits. 
After seven years, in 1950, a research 
paper related to AI was published by 
Alan Turing which was titled ‘Com-
puter Machinery and Intelligence. The 
term Artificial Intelligence was first 
coined in 1956 by John McCarthy, who 
is known as the father of Artificial Intel-
ligence. To conclude, we can say that 
Artificial Intelligence will be the future 
of the world. As per the experts, we 
won’t be able to separate ourselves from 
this technology as it would become an 
integral part of our lives shortly. AI 
would change the way we live in this 
world. This technology would prove to 
be revolutionary because it will change 
our lives for good.

An artificial intelligence program is 
a program that is capable of learning 
and thinking. It is possible to consider 
anything to be artificial intelligence if 
it consists of a program performing a 
task that we would normally assume a 
human would perform.

While artificial intelligence has many 
benefits, there are also drawbacks. The 
benefits of AI include efficiency through 
task automation, data analysis for 
informed decisions, assistance in medi-
cal diagnosis, and the advancement of 
autonomous vehicles. The drawbacks 
of AI include job displacement, ethi-
cal concerns about bias and privacy, 
security risks from hacking, a lack of 
human-like creativity and empathy.

AI generally is undertaken in conjunc-
tion with machine learning and data 
analytics.5 Machine learning takes data 
and looks for underlying trends. If it 
spots something that is relevant for a 
practical problem, software design-
ers can take that knowledge and use 
it to analyze specific issues. All that is 
required are data that are sufficiently 
robust that algorithms can discern 
useful patterns. Data can come in the 
form of digital information, satellite 
imagery, visual information, text, or 
unstructured data.

AI systems have the ability to learn 

and adapt as they make decisions. In 
the transportation area, for example, 
semi-autonomous vehicles have tools 
that let drivers and vehicles know about 
upcoming congestion, potholes, high-
way construction, or other possible 
traffic impediments. Vehicles can take 
advantage of the experience of other 
vehicles on the road, without human 
involvement, and the entire corpus of 
their achieved “experience” is imme-
diately and fully transferable to other 
similarly configured vehicles. Their 
advanced algorithms, sensors, and cam-
eras incorporate experience in current 
operations, and use dashboards and 
visual displays to present information 
in real time so human drivers are able 
to make sense of ongoing traffic and 
vehicular conditions. And in the case 
of fully autonomous vehicles, advanced 
systems can completely control the car 
or truck, and make all the navigational 
decisions.

The big data analytics associated with 
AI will profoundly affect intelligence 
analysis, as massive amounts of data 
are sifted in near real time—if not even-
tually in real time—thereby providing 
commanders and their staffs a level of 
intelligence analysis and productivity 
heretofore unseen. Command and con-
trol will similarly be affected as human 
commanders delegate certain routine, 
and in special circumstances, key deci-
sions to AI platforms, reducing dramati-
cally the time associated with the deci-
sion and subsequent action. In the end, 
warfare is a time competitive process, 
where the side able to decide the fast-
est and move most quickly to execution 
will generally prevail. Indeed, artificial-
ly intelligent intelligence systems, tied 
to AI-assisted command and control 
systems, can move decision support 
and decisionmaking to a speed vastly 
superior to the speeds of the traditional 
means of waging war. So fast will be 
this process, especially if coupled to 
automatic decisions to launch artifi-
cially intelligent autonomous weapons 
systems capable of lethal outcomes, that 
a new term has been coined specifically 
to embrace the speed at which war will 
be waged: hyperwar.

While the ethical and legal debate is 
raging over whether America will ever 
wage war with artificially intelligent 
autonomous lethal systems, the Chinese 

and Russians are not nearly so mired in 
this debate, and we should anticipate 
our need to defend against these sys-
tems operating at hyperwar speeds. The 
challenge in the West of where to posi-
tion “humans in the loop” in a hyper-
war scenario will ultimately dictate the 
West’s capacity to be competitive in this 
new form of conflict.

Just as AI will profoundly affect the 
speed of warfare, the proliferation of 
zero day or zero second cyber threats as 
well as polymorphic malware will chal-
lenge even the most sophisticated signa-
ture-based cyber protection. This forces 
significant improvement to existing 
cyber defenses. Increasingly, vulnerable 
systems are migrating, and will need to 
shift to a layered approach to cyberse-
curity with cloud-based, cognitive AI 
platforms. This approach moves the 
community toward a “thinking” defen-
sive capability that can defend networks 
through constant training on known 
threats. This capability includes DNA-
level analysis of heretofore unknown 
code, with the possibility of recognizing 
and stopping inbound malicious code 
by recognizing a string component of 
the file. This is how certain key U.S.-
based systems stopped the debilitating 
“WannaCry” and “Petya” viruses.

Preparing for hyperwar and defend-
ing critical cyber networks must become 
a high priority because China, Russia, 
North Korea, and other countries are 
putting substantial resources into AI. 
In 2017, China’s State Council issued a 
plan for the country to “build a domestic 
industry worth almost $150 billion” by 
2030. As an example of the possibilities, 
the Chinese search firm Baidu has pio-
neered a facial recognition application 
that finds missing people. In addition, 
cities such as Shenzhen are providing 
up to $1 million to support AI labs. That 
country hopes AI will provide security, 
combat terrorism, and improve speech 
recognition programs. The dual-use 
nature of many AI algorithms will mean 
AI research focused on one sector of 
society can be rapidly modified for use 
in the security sector as well.

(Dr. Anurag Pathak
Lucknow)

The Amarnath Yatra is one of the 
most revered and challenging pil-
grimages in India, drawing thou-

sands of devotees annually to the Amar-
nath Cave in Jammu and Kashmir. As the 
Yatra commences, extensive preparations 
are underway to ensure the safety, com-
fort, and spiritual fulfillment of the pil-
grims. This document outlines the various 
aspects of the preparations, highlighting 
the concerted efforts of religious organiza-
tions, government bodies, and local com-
munities.

  Various Sadhu Samitis and Sadhu Samaj 
Nayas Committees across Jammu and 
Kashmir are working together to facili-
tate the Yatra. These committees are ded-
icated to providing continuous support 
and ensuring the spiritual needs of the 
pilgrims are met.

Given the challenging terrain and securi-
ty concerns, the government has deployed 
a substantial number of security person-
nel along the Yatra route. The presence of 
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
and local police ensures the safety of the 
pilgrims against any potential threats.

 To address the health and transportation 
needs of the pilgrims, the government has 
established medical camps and emergency 
response units at various points. Helicop-
ter services are also available for those 
who require urgent medical attention or 
prefer a quicker journey to the cave.

 The paths leading to the Amarnath Cave 
are regularly maintained to prevent any 
accidents. This includes clearing any snow 
or debris, marking the trails clearly, and 
setting up rest points equipped with basic 
amenities.

The influx of pilgrims poses a significant 
challenge to the fragile environment of 
the region. Authorities have implement-
ed strict waste management protocols, 
including the deployment of sanitation 
workers and the installation of portable 
toilets. Pilgrims are also educated on the 
importance of keeping the area clean and 
disposing of waste responsibly.

Considering the high altitude and harsh 
weather conditions, health advisories are 
issued to pilgrims. Medical check-ups are 
mandatory before undertaking the Yatra, 
and those with pre-existing health condi-
tions are advised to take necessary pre-
cautions. Health camps along the route 
provide medical assistance, oxygen sup-
plies, and emergency care.

 Pilgrims are required to register online 
or at designated centers before embarking 
on the Yatra. This helps in managing the 
number of participants and ensures that 
adequate resources are available. Addi-
tionally, tracking systems are in place to 
monitor the movement of pilgrims, which 
aids in providing timely assistance if 
needed.

 To keep pilgrims informed, the authori-
ties use various channels including mobile 
apps, social media, and helplines. These 
platforms provide real-time updates on 
weather conditions, route status, and 
other critical information.

The preparations for the Amarnath Yatra 
involve meticulous planning and coordina-
tion among various stakeholders. From 
ensuring the safety and health of pilgrims 
to maintaining the environmental sanctity 
of the region, every aspect is addressed 
with utmost care. The combined efforts 
of religious organizations, government 
agencies, and local communities reflect 
the spirit of cooperation and devotion that 
defines the Amarnath Yatra. As pilgrims 
embark on this sacred journey, they are 
supported by a robust framework that 
aims to make their experience spiritually 
enriching and safe.

EDITORIAL

Technocracy has a great hope and dependency upon Ai

Job oriented and opportunities in Career in Sports

Amarnath Yatra 
Preparations
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Indian Dental Associa-
tion (IDA) Jammu, today 
conducted a workshop 
and hands-on session 
for the dental students at 
Ivy Clinic, Gandhi Nagar. 
This workshop was free 
of cost for the students 
who are the members of 
IDA Jammu. 

Dr. Parul Verma, a qual-
ified cosmetologist and 
endodontist, conducted 
this workshop. Dr. Verma 
is an executive member 
of the Indian Dental Asso-
ciation (IDA).

Dr. Verma's expertise in 
both dentistry and facial 
aesthetics allows her to 
understand the intricate 
connection between the 
head, neck, and facial 
features. This in-depth 
knowledge translates into 
a more personalized and 
effective treatment plan 
for each visitor. During 
the workshop, Dr. Verma 

demonstrated facial aes-
thetic procedures in detail 
to the participants .

Dr. Vibha Raina, Sec-
retary IDA Jammu, 
said that this hands-on 
workshop will equip the 
dentists to provide the 
latest advancements in 
cosmetic dentistry to the 
patients. The various pro-
cedures demonstrated in 
the workshop included 
chemical peels, medifa-
cials, PRP (Platelet-Rich 

Plasma) therapy, botox 
injections and dermal fill-
ers.

Dr Himja Mengi, Vice-
President of IDA Jammu, 
said that such workshops 
shall be conducted in 
future so as to equip the 
new dentists with the 
facial aesthetics proce-
dures. This will not only 
broaden the scope of their 
work but also let them 
enter in the new field with 
lot of opportunities.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: In a 
significant stride towards 
improving rural water 
supply infrastructure, Dis-
trict Development Council 
(DDC), Jammu, Chairman, 
Bharat Bhushan Bodhi, 
today inaugurated the dig-
ging work of Water Supply 
Scheme Kala Kaam in vil-
lage of Kala Kaam. This 
ambitious project, valued 
at Rs 16.35 crore, is a 
vital component of the ‘Jal 
Jeevan Mission’ initiative 
aimed at ensuring sustain-
able and reliable water 
supply to rural households.

The Water Supply 
Scheme Kala Kaam 
includes the construction 
of two tube-wells, one 
borewell, six overhead 
tanks, and two ground 
service reservoirs (GSRs). 
These facilities are expect-
ed to dramatically improve 
the water supply situation 
in Kala Kaam and sur-
rounding areas, providing 
clean and safe drinking 
water to thousands of 

residents.
In a remarkable ges-

ture, Sushma Devi and 
Kaushalya Devi gener-
ously donated their land 
to the government for the 
construction of this water 
supply scheme, exempli-
fying community spirit and 
cooperation.

Addressing the gath-
ering, DDC Chairman 
Bharat Bhushan Bodhi 
expressed his gratitude to 
the local community and 
land donors for their sup-
port. He emphasized the 
government’s commitment 

to providing essential ser-
vices and improving the 
quality of life for rural resi-
dents under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission. He stated, “The 
Water Supply Scheme 
Kala Kaam is a significant 
step towards fulfilling our 
promise of providing clean 
drinking water to every 
household. This project 
will not only meet the cur-
rent water needs but also 
support the future growth 
and development of the 
area.”

The DDC Chairman said 
that under the Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi led 
Union Govt’s Jal Jeevan 
Mission every household 
across the nation will get 
tap water. He said that it 
is the exceptional vision-
ary qualities of PM Modi 
that this government is 
primarily focussed on pro-
viding basic amenities to 
the common people who 
have suffered a lot due 
to the wrong policies of 
the regimes that ruled the 
roost for decades. He said 
that clean drinking water 
is the first and foremost 
basic necessity after air 

for the sustenance of life 
and therefore it is the duty 
of all those working at the 
grass roots level to put in 
efforts on war footing to 
augment the Prime Min-
ister’s endeavour of pro-
viding tap water to every 
household under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission.

Bharat Bhushan assured 
that after the comple-
tion of this Water Supply 
Scheme, nearly 10,000 
people in the vicinity will 
get tap water, and the 
problem concerning the 
dearth of potable water will 
be fully eliminated from the 
nearby villages of Tawan 
and Kala Kaam.

The inaugural event was 
attended by key officials 
and local leaders, includ-
ing AEE PHE Bhalwal 
Rohit Wadera, AE Shub-
ham Gupta, JE Lakhbor 
Singh, District President 
Omi Khajuria, Mandal 
President Rakesh Singh, 
S. Kulwant Singh, Mangal 
Singh, Lal Chand, Sudesh 
Sharma, Amarnath, and 
Deepak Sharma.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Gaurav Gupta, former 
General Secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry , Jammu, 
has expressed profound 
anger and frustration 
over the recent revela-
tions of the NEET scam 
and the abrupt cancel-
lation of the UGC - NET 
exam.

In a scathing state-
ment issued here today, 
Gaurav Gupta con-
demned the blatant dis-
regard for the future of 
India's youth and the 
gross mismanagement 
of critical academic pro-
cesses.

"The NEET scam is an 
outright betrayal of our 
nation's students and 
their families. This scan-
dal not only undermines 
the integrity of our educa-
tion system but also shat-
ters the dreams of count-
less aspiring doctors who 
have worked tirelessly to 
secure their futures. It is 
appalling to witness such 
corruption and manipula-
tion at the highest levels, 
where merit is sidelined 

for deceit and dishon-
esty," he said.

Gaurav described the 
cancellation of the UGC - 
NET exam as a "colossal 
failure" on the part of the 
authorities. "The sudden 
cancellation of the UGC- 
NET  exam is nothing 
short of a disaster. It 
reflects gross incompe-
tence and a lack of fore-
sight by those in charge. 
This decision has left 
thousands of students in 
limbo, causing unneces-
sary stress and anxiety. 
The authorities must be 
held accountable for this 
egregious lapse."

He further added, "The 
youth of this country 
deserve transparency, 
fairness, and stability in 
their educational pur-
suits. These incidents 
have severely dented the 
trust in our educational 
institutions and govern-
ing bodies. Immediate 
and stringent action must 
be taken against those 
responsible to restore 
faith in our system."

Gaurav Gupta sought 
intervention of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to this significant issue 

for an urgent overhaul 
of the examination and 
admission processes to 
ensure such debacles do 
not recur. He demands 
that the government take 
decisive steps to safe-
guard the interests of 
students and uphold the 
sanctity of the educa-
tional system.

Gaurav sought action 
against the agency 
involved in conduct-
ing the NEET examina-
tion across the country 
by blacklisting it. "This 
serious issue is against 
the country's dream of 
Viksit Bharat," he stated, 
emphasizing the need 
for accountability and 
reform.

"The NEET scam and 
the UGC - NET exam 
cancellation are stark 
reminders of the sys-
temic failures that plague 
our education sector. It is 
high time for a thorough 
and uncompromising 
reform. Our students' 
future should never be 
gambled with; they are 
the backbone of our 
nation's progress and 
development," he con-
cluded.

Top News Report

REASI, June 22: 
Indian Army conducted 
a ‘Tree Plantation Drive’ 
at Chassana, Reasi 
district with an aim to 
spread awareness on 
tree plantation, pres-

ervation of forest area 
and protection of natu-
ral wildlife habitat. The 
school children, are 
the future of the soci-
ety and they are being 
made the stake holders 
in its preservation. 75 
students and residents 

planted approximately 
200 trees and were 
resolute to carry the 
message of Afforesta-
tion to their respective 
communit ies, whi le 
continuously striving 
to maintain the region 
clean and green.

IDA conducts workshop for dental students 

Bharat Bhushan kick-starts Water Supply Scheme Kala 
Kaam worth Rs 16.35 Crore under JJM

NEET Scam, UGC - NET Exam cancellation 
stark reminders of systemic failures 
plaguing education sector: Gaurav Gupta

Army organised Tree Plantation 
Drive at Chassana, Reasi

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Former Minister and 
senior vice president 
J&K Congress Com-
mittee Mula Ram has 
extended his greetings to 
the people of the Union 
Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir on the auspi-
cious occasion of Kabir 
Jayanti.

In a largely attended 
function at Kabir Mandir 
Jhiri  Marh, former Min-
ister said it will be his 
pleasure that he can 
contribute to the Devel-
opment of Kabir Mandir,s 
in j&k through some 
means.  Mula ram also 
said that Saint Kabir , a 
poet, social reformer and 
an exponent of Bhakti 
Movement, through his 
writings, has an indelible 
impact on the culture and 
philosophy in India that 
would continue to inspire 
generations.

 Mula Ram observed 
that Saint Kabir’s philoso-
phy and ideas are more 

relevant in today’s soci-
ety. He urged the people 
to follow his teachings 
and spread the message 
of oneness, peace and 
universal brotherhood 
for building a harmonious 
society based on equality 
and social justice.     

 Mula Ram said  sant 
Kabir was 1st Indian 
saint who coordinated 
between different reli-
gions and gave a uni-
versal path which could 
followed by all of us.

He prayed for peace, 
progress and prosperity 
in the UT. Mula ram, said 
Teachings of saint Kabir 
Dass remain an Eternal 
source of Guidance of 
Humanity.

Others who spoke on 
the occasion were Kunti 
Devi, Ram Ditta, Dr 
Rattan Lal, Madan Lal, 
Suraj Prakash, Kamal 
Kumar, Vishwanath 
Bhagat, Sansar Chand, 
Pardeep Salaria, Adv. 
Kamal Kishore Bhagat, 
Ram Krishan, Master 
Tara Chand and others.

Mula Ram greets peoples 
on Kabir Jayanti 

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: To 
deliver advanced treat-
ment options, Indrapr-
astha Apollo Hospitals 
hosted a conference to 
focus on the growing 
adoption of robotic heart 
surgery and robotic 
coronary artery bypass 
grafting (CABG). Led by 
renowned cardiac sur-
geons Dr. MM Yusuf and 
Dr. Varun Bansal, the 
conference emphasized 
how these advanced 
techniques translate 
into better immediate 
and long-term benefits 
for patients of all ages. 
This minimally invasive 
approach allows patients 
to begin walking within a 
day of surgery and often 
be discharged within 
48-72 hours.

Additionally, these sur-
geries are essential for 
patients needing treat-
ment for coronary artery 
disease, heart valve dis-
eases, heart tumors, and 
birth defects in the heart.

Apollo Hospitals has 
achieved remarkable 
success in these tech-
niques, boasting a 98% 
success rate and mini-
mal risk. Robotic heart 
surgery offers a mini-
mally invasive approach 
utilizing advanced robotic 
technology and surgi-
cal expertise to perform 
procedures through 
extremely small incisions.  

Compared to traditional 
open-heart surgery, this 
method boasts numerous 
advantages, including the 
use of all arterial grafts, 
fewer complications, no 
bone cutting, significantly 
shorter recovery times, 
and minimal scarring.

Dr MM Yusuf , Senior 
consultant , Heart Spe-
cialist , Robotics and 
Minimally Invasive Heart 
Surgery at Indraprastha 
Apollo Hospitals, New 
Delhi , says , “Robotic 
cardiac surgery signi-
fies a transformative 
advancement in heart 
care. By leveraging cut-
ting-edge robotic technol-
ogy, we are able to per-
form highly precise and 
minimally invasive pro-
cedures that significantly 
reduce recovery times 
and postoperative com-
plications. Our patients 
benefit from quicker 

mobilization, reduced 
scarring, and a faster 
return to normal life, typi-
cally within 2-3 weeks, 
which is particularly 
useful for the young pop-
ulation to rejoin work and 
for older patients to avoid 
complications. This inno-
vative approach is revolu-
tionizing cardiac surgery, 
and we are proud to be 
at the forefront, provid-
ing exceptional care to 
our patients. The integra-
tion of robotic technology 
not only enhances the 
precision of the surgery 
but also minimizes the 
physical and emotional 
burden on patients and 
their families.

"Robotic and minimally 
invasive cardiac surger-
ies represent a significant 
leap forward in cardiac 
care," stated Dr. Varun 
Bansal, consultant heart 
specialists in Robotics 

and Minimally Invasive 
Heart Surgery at Indra-
prastha Apollo Hospitals, 
New Delhi.

" B y  i n t e g r a t i n g 
advanced technology 
with surgical expertise, 
we are able to offer our 
patients fewer complica-
tions, faster recoveries, 
and a better overall qual-
ity of life. This approach 
not only enhances the 
precision and safety of 
the procedures but also 
signif icantly reduces 
the physical, emotional, 
and financial burden on 
patients and their fami-
lies. Many of our patients 
can start walking within 
a day of surgery and are 
often discharged within 
48-72 hours, which 
speaks volumes about 
the effectiveness and 
patient satisfaction of 
these techniques. We 
are seeing an increasing 

number of patients from 
various age groups and 
backgrounds opting for 
these advanced surgical 
options. We firmly believe 
that robotic cardiac sur-
gery will continue to grow 
and evolve, setting new 
standards in heart sur-
gery and providing the 
best possible care for our 
patients."

During the conference, 
Dr. Yusuf and Dr. Bansal 
presented detai led 
case studies showcas-
ing Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospital 's exper tise 
in managing complex 
conditions with robotic 
assistance. They shared 
patient stories, including 
those who were high-risk 
for open-heart surgery, 
those wanting a quick 
return to work and active 
life, and those preferring 
minimal scarring. These 
patients recovered swiftly 
and resumed their lives 
quickly, underscoring the 
effectiveness of robotic 
cardiac surgeries.

Indraprastha Apollo 
Hospitals remains at 
the forefront of cardiac 
care, continuously lever-
aging advanced robotic 
technologies to improve 
patient outcomes. As 
the field of robotic car-
diac surgery continues 
to grow, the hospital is 
committed to setting new 
standards and ensuring 
the best possible care for 
its patients.

Apollo Hospitals Pioneers Robotic Cardiac Surgery, Offering 
Faster Recoveries and Improved Patient Outcomes Top News Report

AKHNOOR,  June 
22: BJP senior leader 
and member of District 
Development Council, 
Pandit Suresh Sharma, 
held public darbar and 
listened to the problems 
of people in Panchayat 
Ghar, Majoor , Kaneri, 
Chowki and Choura of 
Block Chowki Choura 
of Chhamb assembly 
constituency  related to 
electricity, water etc. and 
asked the department 
officials to solve these 
problems soon. 

Apart from this, Pandit 
Suresh Sharma also kick 
started the construction 
work of a new filtration 
plant and laying of new 
pipeline in Sandal of Pan-
chayat Majur. An amount 
of Rs 2 crore 54 lakh is 
being spent on the new 
water project in Sandal, 
the work of which is going 
on at a fast pace. 

While addressing the 
people in Panchayat 
Ghar, Suresh Sharma 
said that there was prob-
lem of water in the Pan-
chayat and an amount 
of Rs 2 crore 80 lakh 
has been spent on the 
new project, the work is 
going to be completed 
soon and people will 
get its benefits. Apart 
from this, Pandit Suresh 
Sharma said that the 
long pending demand 

was for Ghar Sidhra 
-Kanaah road which has 
been approved under 
NABARD. An amount of 
4 crore 20 lakh rupees 
will be spent on this. Its 
work will be started soon. 
Along with this, Ghar 
Sanodi road has also 
been approved. Pandit 
Suresh Sharma said that 
the biggest water crisis 
was in Budh Charayi 
. The work of the new 
water project which has 
been started at a cost of 
2 crore 18 lakh rupees 
is not yet complete but 
today people are get-
ting water in sufficient 
quantity from this proj-
ect. Suresh Sharma said 
that Rameen Makhyan 
Road has also been 
approved in Panchayat 
Keneri . Suresh Sharma 
also met the people in 
Chowki Choura and 
heard their problems. 
Suresh Sharma said that 
since the Thorni-Jhoo-
thal water project has 
started, the water crisis 
in Chowki Choura  has 
ended to a great extent. 
Water is not reach-
ing some places, the 
department officials have 
been asked to resolve it. 
Suresh Sharma said that 
the Modi government of 
the country has pledged 
to provide tap water to 
every house under the 
Jal Jeevan Mission, in 
which today we have 

been successful to a 
great extent. New pipe-
line water projects, filtra-
tion plants are being set 
up in Hargaon locality, 
which will benefit people 
in the coming time. Apart 
from this, tar will be laid 
on many link roads in 
the coming days in the 
Chowki Choura area. 

People welcomed 
Suresh Sharma enthu-
siastically in all the pan-
chayats and said that the 
speed with which you are 
fulfilling our demands by 
giving attention is very 
commendable. Suresh 
Sharma said that he is 
always there for them 
and that his only aim is 
to serve the people, for 
which he is working day 
and night. 

On the occasion AEE 
Water Power Depart-
ment Rakesh Gupta, 
AEE PWD Depar t-
ment Angrez Singh, 
BJP Mandal President 
Captain BD Sharma, 
former Sarpanch Chun-
nilal, former Sarpanch 
Chaman Lal, former 
Sarpanch Ramesh Lal, 
Parshottam Lal, Satpal, 
Baba Kali, Kamal Kumar, 
Vijay Kumar, Captain 
Jagdish Lal, Sanjay 
Kumar, Suraj Prakash, 
Engineers of Electric-
ity Department, officers 
of Rural Development 
Department and other 
dignitaries were present.

DDC Suresh holds public 
darbar, listens to grievances
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Yograj Singh has reason to celebrate. His Punjabi 
film Teriya Meriya Hera Pheriyan hits the screens 

today and a Hollywood project is already in his kitty
Punjabi film Teriya Meriya 

Hera Pheriyan brings us a love 
story between a baniya boy 
(played by Pukhraj Bhalla) and a 
jatt girl (essayed by Aditi Ayra). 
An ensemble cast, comprising 
Rana Jung Bahadar, Jaswind-
er Bhalla, Yograj Singh, Anita 
Devgan and Harby Sangha, 
spices it up.

Ricky MK, director of the 
film, shares, “It has been an 
exhilarating experience shoot-
ing for my debut project. The 
diverse talent in our star cast 
brought the script to life in 
ways I couldn’t have imagined. 
We hope that as much as we 
enjoyed making this film, the 
audience also enjoys it with 
friends and family.”

Comedy maestro Jaswinder 
Bhalla’s son Pukhraj Bhalla, 
who plays the lead character, 
shares his happiness at sharing 
screen space with his father in 
another project. Bhalla says, “I 
have never been hard on myself 
or taken pressure of being ste-
reotyped. Knowing that my 
father is hailed as one of the 
great comic actors of Punjab, 
it’s natural for people to expect 
comedy from me, but it doesn’t 
mean that I have to do it too. I 
am more inclined towards thrill-
er genre.”

Mincing no words
In the mood to spit fire, Yograj 

Singh doesn’t think twice when 
he says Amitabh Bachchan 
and Ammy Virk are the same! 
“There’s no A or B category in 

anything, be it media channels 
or actors. Everybody is here 
to work and should be treated 
equally,” he says. Yograj, while 

criticising the jealousy factor 
in many directors, hailed the 
South Indian film industry for 
staying humble. Apparently, 
the actor who did Darbar with 
Rajinikanth, says he would 
forever remember the latter’s 
humble nature. “It’s something 
that cannot be taught and can 
only be acquired if one is willing. 
In Punjabi cinema, good films 
like Maurh and Rode College 
did not work because many 
directors and distributers could 
not see someone else climbing 
the stairs of success. It’s worri-
some and it moves me to tears 
sometimes.”

Yograj thanks the Almighty 
for getting everything that he 
has ever wished for. Soon to 
essay a role in a Hollywood 
film wherein Yograj will play an 
officer who had served in the 
Army deployed in Afghanistan 
and lives in Canada, he recalls, 
“I wanted to work in Bollywood 
and it came true with films like 
Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, Singh 
Is Bliing and Chandigarh Kare 
Aashiqui. I have worked in 
Darbar with Rajinikanth sir. 
Now, with a Hollywood project 
offered to me when I was shoot-
ing for a web series, Outlaw, as 
the director liked my personal-
ity, I believe it would be the step-
ping stone towards my dream of 
winning an Oscar.”

Actor Pavithra Gowda, 
a prime accused in the 
Renukaswamy murder 
case, had beaten up the 
victim with her slippers, 
according to a recent 
remand note presented 
by the police in court.

The actress has been 
named as accused 
number one in the case, 

allegedly for being the 
instigator, while Dar-
shan is accused number 
two, who allegedly exe-
cuted the murder.

It has now emerged 
from the information on 
the police remand note 
that Pavithra was her-
self present at the site 
of the murder of Renu-

kaswamy.
Police have seized 

the slipper, clothes, 
materials and other 
documents connect-
ed to actor Darshan 
Thoogudeepa, also 
accused in the murder, 
from Pavithra’s house.

Darshan’s gang 
member Dhanaraj alias 
Raja, who is accused 
number nine in the 
case, had allegedly 
given Renukaswamy 
electric shocks. Police 
seized an ‘Electric 
Shock Torch’ from his 
house.

Police have arrested 
Darshan along with 
Gowda and 15 others 
in connection with the 
Renukaswamy murder 
case.

Renukaswamy, who 
was a fan of Darshan, 
was abducted from Chi-
tradurga on June 8 and 
was tortured to death 
allegedly by the actor 
and his aides.

As part of the investi-
gation, police sources 
said, they are contem-
plating on approaching 
social media giant Meta 
to retrieve data related 
to messages shared by 
Renukaswamy on his 
Instagram post, which 
has been deleted.

Actor Pavithra Gowda had beaten 
up Renukaswamy with slippers, 
police say in remand note

Yash Raj Films (YRF), the 
banner behind ‘Maharaj’ that 
marks the debut of Bollywood 
star Aamir Khan’s son Junaid, 
has expressed gratitude to the 
judiciary after the Gujarat High 
Court lifted an interim stay on 
the film’s release.

The period drama, set in pre-
independent India, is based on 
the Maharaj Libel Case of 1862.

The Gujarat High Court, on 
Friday, observed that ‘Maha-
raj’ did not target the Vaishnav 
Pushtimarg sect as alleged by 
its members, who had filed a 
petition against the release of 
the film, claiming that it hurts 
religious sentiments.

The film has nothing objec-
tionable or derogatory, the 
court said after watching it, and 
allowed its release on streaming 
platform Netflix.

In a statement posted on its 
official social media handles, 
YRF said the movie is a trib-
ute to Karsandas Mulji, one of 
the greatest social reformers of 
India.

“We are grateful to our judi-
ciary for allowing the release of 
‘Maharaj’, a film that celebrates 
one of the most important social 
reformers of our country, Kar-
sandas Mulji,” the production 
banner said.

“Karsandas, a hero and a 

devout Vaishnav, stood for righ-
teousness, protected women 
and safeguarded his community 
and faith. ‘Maharaj’ is a tribute 
to his indomitable fighting spirit 
and his courage to be on the 
right side of history,” it added.

The studio, known for produc-
ing renowned films such as ‘Veer 
Zaara’, ‘Fighter’, ‘Pathaan’, ‘Ek 
Tha Tiger’, ‘Chak De! India’, 
‘Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge’, 
‘Silsila’ and ‘Kabhi Kabhie’, said 
it has never made a movie that 

would “tarnish” the country’s 
reputation.

“Yash Raj Films has a 50-year-
old legacy of championing India, 
its stories, people, culture and 
heritage. We have never pro-
duced a film that has tarnished 
the reputation of our country or 
countrymen. Hope you watch 
‘Maharaj’ and join us in salut-
ing Karsandas,” the production 
banner said.

‘Maharaj’ is produced by 
Aditya Chopra under YRF 
Entertainment and is directed by 
Siddharth P Malhotra of ‘Hichki’ 
fame.

Malhotra also shared an emo-
tional note on social media, 
saying the film has a story that 
needs to be told against all 
odds.

‘A film release is almost like the 
arrival of a child for a filmmaker. 
The labour of love would like to 
be celebrated and announced 
with elan. But when you choose 
to tell a story that must be told 
against all odds then the battle 
will be uphill but hopefully worth 
the pain and obstacles as we 
as a team are super proud of 
the film ‘Maharaj’ that we have 
made,’ he wrote.

‘Maharaj’ also stars Jaideep 
Ahlawat, Shalini Pandey and 
Sharvari Wagh in a special 
appearance.

Grateful to judiciary for allowing release of ‘Maharaj’: 
Yash Raj Films after Gujarat High Court lifts stay order

Academy Award-winning director 
Asif Kapadia, known for his gripping 
documentaries on the lives of Ayrton 
Senna and Amy Winehouse, takes a 
unique approach to the world of tennis 
in his latest project, Federer: Twelve 
Final Days, now streaming on Prime 
Video. What’s surprising, however, 
is Kapadia’s initial hesitation to helm 
the documentary. “I’d never been to a 
tennis match in my life. Never watched 
it,” he admits. But a chance encounter 
with unseen footage of Roger Federer’s 
final days, as a professional athlete, 
sparked an unexpected connection.

Asif Kapadia shares, “I was contacted 
by one of my representatives in Amer-
ica who said, ‘There’s a project about 
Federer, would you be interested?’ I 
said, ‘I’m not sure’. They said that there 
was some material. Honestly, I went 
into it thinking it wasn’t for me. But as 
I’m watching it, I realise that I am actu-
ally watching it. I found myself being 
quite moved. I don’t know tennis, I’m 
not a Roger Federer fan, but something 
in this is affecting me and I think this is 
actually just about getting old. It’s not 
really about tennis. I’m middle-aged 
now, right? I was once the youngest 
person on a film crew, and now I’m in 
my fifties and I’ve got teenage kids.”

This shift in perspective is what 
makes Federer: Twelve Final Days so 
compelling. It transcends the realm 
of sports fandom, offering a poignant 
reflection on mortality and the bitter-
sweet passage of time. “I’ve done lots 

of life stories,” he explains, referenc-
ing his past works. But here, the focus 
is condensed, capturing the essence 
of a legend’s farewell within a tightly 
woven narrative. “The idea of keeping 
the framing short — to 12 days — was 
what I found interesting,” Kapadia says. 
“Everyone would expect the ‘life story’ 
but I’ve done that, and everyone’s 
copying that now.”

Federer: Twelve Final Days promises 
a riveting glimpse into the human side 
of Roger Federer, a man grappling with 
the end of an era, not just for himself, 
but for an entire generation that grew 
up idolising his grace and artistry on 
the court. 

Asif on his documentary 
Federer: 12 Final Days

Many celebr i t ies 
wished actor Vijay, who 
clocked his 50th birth-
day on Saturday. Taking 
to X (formerly Twitter), 
celebrities including 
Kamal Haasan, Prabhu 
Deva, Sibi Sathyaraj, 
Ciby Bhuvana Chan-
dran, and Varalaxmi 
Sarathkumar wished 
Vijay on his special day.

Prabhu Deva, Kamal 
Haasan wish Vijay

Prabhu Deva posted a 
selfie on X, also featur-
ing Vijay. 

In the photo, Vijay had 
his arm around Prabhu 
Deva, who clicked the 
picture. The duo smiled 
for the photo. He cap-

tioned the post, “Happy 
Birthday to My Dear 
Dearest VIJAY (red 
heart emojis) @actorvi-
jay Super Hero.” 

In the picture, Prabhu 
Deva wore a printed 
green shirt, while Vijay 
was seen in a grey shirt.

Kamal Haasan tweeted 
in Tamil, “Happy birthday 
to my dear brother...@
actorvijay.” Ciby Bhu-
vana Chandran shared 
pictures with Vijay. 

He wrote, “Happy 
Birthday to #Thalapa-
thyVijay sir! Wishing you 
a fantastic day filled with 
love and happiness. 

It was truly an honour 
to work with you in 

#Master, and those days 
will always be cherished 
as the best in my career. 
#Thalapathy50Birthday 
#TheGOATBDay.”

More celebs wish Vijay 
on his special day

More celebs wish Vijay 

on his special day
Varalaxmi Sarathku-

mar so shared pictures 
with Vijay. She wrote, 
“Happpyyyyyyy birth-
dayyyyy to our one n only 
#thalapathy @actorvijay 
saaaarrrrrrrrr... we lov-

vvvveeeee youuuuu.. # 
thalapathy50 # hbdbirth-
dayvijay # hbdthalapa-
thyvijay.”

Sibi Sathyaraj posted 
a photo of Vijay on X. 
He captioned it, “Happy 
Birthday to my one and 

only #TheGreatestOfAll-
Time  #Thalapathy #Vijay 
Anna. Your journey from 
the topmost actor to 
a future leader is truly 
inspiring. 

Here’s to many more 
years of greatness in 

politics! #Thalapathy50 
#HBDThalapathiVIJAY.”

Vijay’s upcoming film
Fans will see Vijay in 

his upcoming film The 
Greatest of All Time, 
which will release in 
theatres worldwide on 
September 5. 

The sci-fi action movie 
is directed by Venkat 
Prabhu and produced 
by Archana Kalpathi of 
AGS Entertainment.

Vijay plays a double 
role in the movie. 

The Greatest of All 
Time will also fea-
ture actors Prashanth, 
Prabhu Deva, Sneha, 
Lai la ,  Meenakshi 
Chaudhary, Mohan, 

Jayaram, Ajmal Ameer 
and Yogi Babu in pivotal 
roles. 

Yuvan Shankar Raja 
will score the music for 
the movie, and Siddhar-
tha Nuni the cinematog-
rapher.

Vijay is known for films 
such as Leo, Mersal, 
Master and Bigil. He is 
set to make a full-time 
political entry after the 
release of The Greatest 
of All Time. 

In February, the actor 
launched his political 
party, Tamizhaga Vetri 
Kazhagam (TVK) and 
announced plans to con-
test the 2026 Tamil Nadu 
assembly polls.

Happy birthday Thalapathy Vijay: Kamal Haasan, Prabhu 
Deva, Varalaxmi Sarathkumar wish actor as he turns 50
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NEW DELHI, Jun 22 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, in a joint press briefing 
with his Bangladeshi counter-
part Sheikh Hasina on Sat-
urday, announced that India 
will commence an e-medical 
visa facility to facilitate Ban-
gladeshis seeking medical 
treatment to come to India. He 
further said that both countries 
have agreed to open a new 
Assistant High Commission in 
Rangpur for the “convenience 
of the people of the North West 
region of Bangladesh.”

PM Modi also extended his 
wishes to both India and Ban-
gladesh’s cricket teams for 
the World Cup match that is 
scheduled to be played today 
evening.

“Bangladesh is India’s larg-
est development partner, and 
we give utmost priority to our 
relations with Bangladesh,” he 
added.

PM Modi held a bilateral dis-
cussion with his counterpart 

Sheikh Hasina on a wider range 
of subjects at Hyderabad house 
in Delhi.

Sheikh Hasina was accorded 
a ceremonial welcome at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New 
Delhi on Saturday. After the cer-
emony, she also met PM Modi.

Sources told agency that the 
meeting between the two lead-

ers is expected to focus on 
pushing bilateral ties to new 
heights.

After arriving in New Delhi on 
Friday, PM Hasina met External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
and had a discussion on several 
bilateral issues. Posting about 
the meeting on X, Jaishankar 
said, “I am delighted to call on 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
of Bangladesh this evening. Her 
state visit to India underlines our 
close and abiding ties. I appreci-
ate her guidance on the further 
development of our special part-
nership.”

The overall strategic relation-
ship between India and Bangla-
desh has been on the rise for 
the last few years.

Under India’s “Neighbor-
hood First” policy, Bangladesh 
has been an important ally of 
the nation, and the coopera-
tion between the two countries 
extends to several important 
areas, including security, trade, 
commerce, energy, connectiv-
ity, science and technology, and 
defense, among others.

The achievements in the con-
nectivity sector include Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurating the Maitri Setu bridge 
over the Feni River in Tripura 
and thus launching the Chilaha-
ti-Haldibari rail link.

E-medical visas for Bangladeshis, new embassy: 
PM after talks with Sheikh Hasina

AYODHYA, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Acharya 
Laxmikant Dixit, the 
chief priest who had 
performed the con-
secration of the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya, died 
Saturday morning.

Family members said 
Mr Dixit, 86, was not 
well for the last few 
days. His last rites will 

be conducted at Mani-
karnika Ghat.

Lord Ram’s idol was 
consecrated at the 
Ayodhya temple on 
January 22 in an event 
led by Prime Minister 
Modi.

Counted among the 
senior scholars of Vara-
nasi, Mr Dixit was a 
native of Solapur district 

of Maharashtra but his 
family has been living 
in Varanasi for several 
generations.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
expressed grief over the 
death of Dixit.

In a post on ‘X’, he 
said, “The departure of 
Acharya Shri Laxmikant 
Dixit, a great scholar 
of Kashi and the chief 
priest of Shri Ram 
Janmabhoomi Prana 
Pratishtha, is an irrepa-
rable loss to the spiritual 
and literary world.” “He 
will always be remem-
bered for his service to 
Sanskrit language and 
Indian culture,” Aditya-
nath said.

“I pray to Lord Shri 
Ram to give a place to 
the departed soul in his 
feet and give strength to 
his disciples and follow-
ers to bear this sorrow,” 
he added.

Priest Who Led Ram 
Temple’s Pran Pratistha 
Ceremony Dies At 86After talks with Sheikh Hasina, PM Modi announced e-medical visas for 

Bangladeshis. Additionally, a new embassy will be set up in Rangpur.

JAIPUR, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Rajasthan 
Police have detained 
around 40 people in 
Jodhpur for alleg-
edly pelting stones 
and engaging in arson 
during a clash, said 
officials on Saturday, 
adding that drones 
were keeping an eye in 
the affected area, which 
was currently calm.

The violence took 
place late Friday night 
in Jodhpur’s Sursagar 
area, said officials, 
adding that around 200 
accused have been 
booked in the violence-
related cases.

A huge police force 
was deployed on Satur-
day to avert any untow-
ard incident in Sursagar.

The clash started on a 
trivial issue which later 
took a serious turn. 
Stones were pelted, and 
a shop and tractor were 
set on fire.

Senior police officer 
Nishant Bharadwaj said 
that the dispute origi-
nated two days ago over 
the issue of construct-
ing shops in Idgah. A 
few people were against 

building these shops 
and this issue brought 
two communities face 
to face. However, the 
police intervened and 
placated the issue.

On Friday, one of the 
two communities started 
protesting when they 
saw a gate being con-
structed at the site. They 
wanted the construction 
to be stopped which 
was not accepted by the 
other community mem-
bers. Soon arguments 
erupted which then led 
to a clash.

The clash continued 
for three hours and the 
police had to resort to 
lathicharge at 1 a.m.

Later, the police iden-
tified those engaged 
in the violence and 
detained them.

The administration 
deputed an ambulance, 
fire brigade and more 
police force at the loca-
tion soon after. Police 
patrolling continued 
even on Saturday morn-
ing.

Jodhpur Police Com-
missioner Rajendra 
Singh said that the situ-
ation in Sursagar is now 
under control.

“Police teams are 
continuously patrolling 
the area. DCP Alok 
Srivastava and Sharad 
Chaudhary are keeping 
an eye on every situ-
ation. Police are also 
keeping an eye on Sur-
sagar through drones. 
Police teams have 
been marching in differ-
ent areas since night,” 
he said.

Violence breaks out in Jodhpur 
over construction of shops in 
Idgah; 40 detained NEW DELHI, Jun 22 

(Agencies): The Cen-
tre’s decision now to 
implement a law to pre-
vent the use of unfair 
means in competitive 
examinations af ter 
several “scams” have 
taken place, including 
in the NEET-UG and 
the UGC-NET tests, is 
“damage control”, Con-
gress leader Jairam 
Ramesh claimed on 
Saturday.

This law was needed 
but it deals with ques-
tion paper leaks and 
other irregularities after 
they have occurred, he 
claimed in a post on X.

Several opposition 
political parties and 
student associations, 
including the Congress, 
have held protests 

across the country over 
alleged irregularities in 
medical entrance exam 
NEET-UG and the UGC-
NET.

Amid the raging row 
over the issue, the 
Centre on Friday oper-
ationalised the Public 
Examinations (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) 
Act, 2024, that aims to 
curb malpractices and 
irregularities in competi-

tive examinations and 
entails provisions for a 
maximum jail term of 10 
years and a fine of up to 
Rs 1 crore for offenders.

The Bill received the 
President’s assent on 
February 13, but was 
enforced only on Friday, 
Ramesh, the Congress’ 
general secretary com-
munications, said.

“On February 13, 
2024, the President of 

India gave her assent 
to the Public Exami-
nations (Prevention 
of Unfair Means), Bill, 
2024. Finally, just this 
morning the nation has 
been told that this Act 
has come into force from 
yesterday, that is June 
21, 2024,” he said.

“Clearly this is damage 
control to deal with the 
NEET, UGC-NET, CSIR-
UGC-NET and other 
scams,” the Congress 
leader said and added 
that “This law was 
needed. But it deals with 
leaks after they have 
occurred.”

“More important are 
laws, systems, pro-
cesses, and procedures 
to ensure that leaks 
don’t happen in the first 
place,” he said.

The National Testing 
Agency, which conducts 
the competitive exams, 
on Friday announced 
the postponement of the 
June edition of the Joint 
Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research and 
University Grants Com-
mission National Eligibil-
ity Test, citing unavoid-
able circumstances and 
logistic issues.

It came two days after 
the agency cancelled 
the UGC-NET examina-
tion within 24 hours of 
its conduct saying the 
integrity of the exam had 
been compromised, and 
a massive row on NEET 
over alleged irregulari-
ties, with the issue now 
before the Supreme 
Court.

Government trying to do ‘damage control’: Congress on 
implementation of law to curb exam irregularities

SHAHJAHANPUR, 
Jun 22 (Agencies): 
Man and his cousin 
committed suicide alleg-
edly after their families 
opposed their ‘relation-
ship’, police here said 
on Saturday.

The incident occurred 
on Friday in the Astoli 
village.

Kuldeep (20) was 
allegedly in a relation-
ship with his 18-year-old 
cousin. 

When their families 

found out, they opposed 
their affair. 

Following this, Kul-
deep got married a few 
months ago and the girl 
was supposed to get 
married on July 9, Addi-
tional Superintendent 

of Police Manoj Kumar 
Awasthi said.

When the girl’s family 
member went to col-
lect hay for their cattle 
in a hut built near their 
house, they found her 

and Kuldeep hanging 
and informed the police, 
Awasthi said.

The bodies were sent 
for post-mortem and 
further investigation is 
underway, he added.

Cousins commit suicide in Uttar Pradesh’s Shahjahanpur 
after families oppose their ‘relationship’

DHAR, Jun 22 (Agencies): A video of 
a woman being beaten up publicly by a 
man with a stick in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Dhar district has surfaced on social 
media.

The now viral video shows a group of 
four men holding a saree-clad woman 
as another man continuously hits her 
with a stick. A crowd is seen filming 
the assault instead of trying to help the 
victim.

As soon as the video went viral, senior 
police official, Manoj Kumar Singh and 
his team identified the people and the 
village in the video.

The police investigation led to the 
prompt identification of the primary 
suspect involved in the assault. Sub-
sequently, the man, identified as Noor 
Singh, was arrested by police.

A case has been registered based on 
the woman’s complaint, and police are 
searching for other suspects involved.

Meanwhile, state Congress chief Jitu 
Patwari tweeted, “This incident in Dhar 
district has once again raised serious 
questions about women’s safety under 
BJP regime. Madhya Pradesh ranks 
first in atrocities against women!”

Tagging Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav, he asked, “Can 
these sisters from Dhar expect from 
your government that this incident will 
be investigated fairly and promptly 
and that they will get justice on prior-
ity? This question also arises that why 
are women the most victims of harass-
ment in Madhya Pradesh? Why is your 
government repeatedly failing to stop 
crimes against women?”

Woman beaten with stick in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Dhar, onlookers shoot video

THANE, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Police in 
Maharashtra’s Thane 
have registered a case 
against a 23-year-old 
man from Jalna district 
in the state for marry-
ing his minor niece two 
years back, an official 
said on Saturday.

The police also regis-
tered the case against 
his brother and the vic-
tim’s father, he said.

“Based on a complaint 
lodged by the girl, who 
is 17 years old and preg-
nant now, an FIR was 
registered on Thursday 
under provisions of the 
Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act and the 
Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act against 
the trio,” the official at 
the Wagle Estate police 
station told agency.

The case has been 
transferred to Mantha 

police station in Jalna 
district, as the crime 
took place in its limits, 
he said.

The official said the 
accused are the girl’s 
husband (23), who is 
her maternal uncle, his 
brother and the victim’s 
father (43).

Quoting the complaint, 
the official said the mar-
riage was conducted on 
July 13, 2022 when the 
victim was only 15 years 
and five months old. 

Her father got her 
married to her maternal 
uncle. 

The marriage was 
solemnised at Mantha 
in Jalna, the complaint 
said.

As per the FIR, the 
victim was subjected 
to repeated rape by 
her husband, follow-
ing which she became 
pregnant, the official 
said.

Maharashtra Man 
Marries 17-Year-Old 
Niece, Rapes Her; 
Case Filed

TELANGANA, Jun 22 
(Agencies): A 12-year-
old girl was allegedly 
killed by her porn-addict 
alcoholic father for 
resisting rape in Telan-
gana, police said today.

He then went on to 
file a missing complaint 
against her to mislead 
the police.

The family had moved 
to Miyapur in Hyderabad 
from the Mahubabad 
district of Telangana 
sometime back, reports 

news agency.
The girl wanted to 

return to Mahbubabad 
on June 7. Her father 
picked her up from a 
local grocery store at 
around 10 am saying 
he would take her to her 
mother, said police.

The accused was 
caught on CCTV camera 
parking his vehicle in an 
isolated area and taking 
his daughter inside a 
forest where he alleg-
edly tried to rape her.

As per a report in news 
agency, police said that 
the accused, reportedly 
a porn addict, allegedly 
wanted to enact a scene 
with his daughter.

The girl, however, 
screamed and threat-
ened to tell her mother.

According to Miyapur 
police, the man pushed 
her and she suffered 
injuries. He then hit her 
with a stone and left her 
to die.

After sometime, he 
came back to check if 
the girl was dead.

He then went home 
and changed cloths and 
told his wife that their 
daughter was missing.

On June 13, a decom-
posed body was found 
in the forest in Miya-
pur. Police began a 
probe into the case 
and scoured the CCTV 
after which the man 
confessed to killing his 
daughter.

Porn-addict alcoholic father kills minor 
daughter for resisting rape, then files 
missing complaint, caught on CCTV
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LONDON, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Britain’s 
wealthiest family, the 
Hindujas, have said 
they were “appalled” by 
a Swiss court’s ruling 
of jail terms for some 
members and have filed 
an appeal in a higher 
court challenging the 
verdict finding them 
guilty of exploiting vul-
nerable domestic work-
ers from India at their 
villa in Geneva.

In a statement issued 
on behalf of the family, 
lawyers from Switzer-
land stressed their cli-
ents – Prakash and 
Kamal Hinduja, both in 
their 70s and their son 
Ajay and his wife Nam-
rata – had been acquit-
ted of all human traffick-
ing charges.

They also dismissed 
media reports that 
any members of the 
family faced deten-
tion after court reports 
from Geneva said the 
four were sentenced 
to between four and 
four-and-a-half years in 
prison.

“Our clients have been 
acquitted of all human 
trafficking charges. We 
are appalled and disap-
pointed by the rest of the 
decision made in this 
court of first instance, 
and we have, of course, 
filed an appeal to the 
higher court, thereby 
making this part of the 
judgement not effec-
tive,” reads the state-
ment signed by lawyers 
Yael Hayat and Robert 
Assael and Roman 
Jordan.

“Under Swiss law, the 
presumption of inno-
cence is paramount till 
a final judgement by 
the highest adjudicating 
authority is enforced. 
Contrary to some 
media reports, there is 
no effective detention 
for any members of the 
family,” they said.

The lawyers also point-
ed out that “it should 
also be recalled that the 
plaintiffs in this case had 
withdrawn their respec-
tive complaints after 
declaring to the court 
that they had never 

intended to be involved 
in such proceedings”.

“The family has full 
faith in the judicial pro-
cess and remains con-
fident that the truth will 
prevail,” they conclude.

The statement followed 
a hearing in the Swiss 
city of Geneva after 
prosecutors opened the 
case for alleged illegal 
activity, including exploi-
tation, human trafficking 
and violation of Switzer-
land’s labour laws.

The family members 
were accused of seizing 

the workers’ passports, 
barring them from leav-
ing the villa and forcing 
them to work very long 
hours for a pittance in 
Switzerland, among 
other things.

Some workers alleged-
ly spoke only Hindi and 
were paid their wages in 
rupees in banks back in 
India that they could not 
access.

During the trial, prose-
cutors alleged the family 
spent more on their dog 
than on their servants.

The family’s legal 

team had countered 
the allegations and told 
the court the staff were 
treated respectfully and 
provided with accommo-
dation.

According to ‘The 
Sunday Times Rich List’ 
released last month, the 
UK-based Hinduja family 
once again emerged as 
the country’s richest, 
with wealth estimated 
at around GBP 37.196 
billion.

They saw this tally 
increase over the pre-
vious year in the wake 
of the opening of the 
brand-new luxury OWO 
Raffles Hotel in the heart 
of London.

The UK-based family’s 
group of companies, 
headed by chairman G 
P Hinduja, operates in 
48 countries and across 
several sectors – auto-
motive, oil and specialty 
chemicals, banking and 
finance, IT, cyber secu-
rity, healthcare, trading, 
infrastructure project 
development, media 
and entertainment, 
power, and real estate.

Britain’s wealthiest family Hindujas ‘appalled’ by 
Swiss court’s jail term order; file appeal

In a statement issued on behalf of the family, lawyers from Switzerland stressed their 
clients had been acquitted of all human trafficking charges

KYIV, Jun 22 (Agen-
cies): Ukraine on Sat-
urday said Russia had 
launched a “massive” 
overnight attack on 
energy infrastructure in 
the country’s west and 
south.

“Equipment at (opera-
tor) Ukrenergo facilities 
in Zaporizhzhia and 
Lviv regions was dam-
aged,” the energy min-
istry said, adding that 
two employees were 
wounded and hospital-
ised in Zaporizhzhia.

It said this was “the 
eighth massive, com-
bined attack on energy 
infrastructure facili-
ties” in the past three 
months.

More than two years 
into the Russian inva-
sion, targeted mis-
sile and drone attacks 
have crippled Ukraine’s 
electricity generation 

capacity and forced 
Kyiv to impose black-
outs and import sup-
plies from the Europe-
an Union.

Ukrainian authori-
ties on Thursday said 
energy infrastructure, 
including a power sta-
tion, had been dam-
aged in a major over-
night attack which 
left seven employees 
wounded.

DTEK, the largest pri-
vate energy company 
in Ukraine, said the 
strikes caused “serious 
damage” at one of its 
plants.

Russian at tacks 
have destroyed half 
of Ukraine’s energy 
capacity, according to 
President Volodymyr 
Zelensky.

Zelensky said this 
week that all hospitals 
and schools in Ukraine 

must be equipped with 
solar panels “as soon 
as possible”.

“We are doing every-
thing to ensure that 
Russian attempts to 
blackmail us on heat 
and electricity fail,” he 
said Thursday.

DTEK chief execu-
tive Maxim Timchenko 
warned that Ukraine 
“faces a serious crisis 
this winter” if the coun-
try’s Western allies do 
not provide military aid 
to defend the energy 
network.

Zelensky has repeat-
edly urged Ukraine’s 
allies to send more 
air-defence systems to 
protect the country’s 
vital infrastructure.

US National Security 
Council spokesman 
John Kirby said Thurs-
day that Washington 
would prioritise deliver-
ies of anti-air missiles 
to Kyiv, ahead of other 
countries that have 
placed orders.

Zelensky said in a 
message on X he was 
“deeply grateful” for the 
US move.

“These additional air 
defence capabilities will 
protect Ukrainian cities 
and civilians,” he wrote.

Russia launches ‘massive’ attack 
on Ukraine power infrastructure

SEOUL, Jun 22 (Agencies): A 
nuclear-powered United States 
aircraft carrier arrived Saturday 
in South Korea for a three-way 
exercise stepping up their mili-
tary training to cope with North 
Korean threats that escalated 
with its alignment with Russia.

The arrival of the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt strike group in 
Busan came a day after South 
Korea summoned the Rus-
sian ambassador to protest a 
pact reached between Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un this week that pledges 
mutual defense assistance in 
the event of war. South Korea 
says the deal poses a threat to 
its security and warned that it 
could consider sending arms 
to Ukraine to help fight off the 
Russian invasion as a response 
— a move that would surely ruin 
its relations with Moscow.

Following a meeting between 
their defense chiefs in Singa-
pore earlier in June, the United 

States, South Korea and Japan 
announced Freedom Edge. The 
new multidomain exercise is 
aimed at sharpening the coun-
tries’ combined response in var-
ious areas of operation, includ-
ing air, sea and cyberspace.

The Theodore Roosevelt 
strike group will participate in 
the exercise that is expected to 
start within June. South Korea’s 

military didn’t immediately con-
firm specific details of the train-
ing.

South Korea’s navy said in a 
statement that the arrival of The-
odore Roosevelt demonstrates 
the strong defense posture of 
the allies and “stern willingness 
to respond to advancing North 
Korean threats.” The carrier’s 
visit comes seven months after 

another U.S. aircraft carrier, 
the USS Carl Vinson, came 
to South Korea in a show of 
strength against the North.

The Theodore Roosevelt 
strike group also participated in 
a three-way exercise with South 
Korean and Japanese naval 
forces in April in the disputed 
East China Sea, where worries 
about China’s territorial claims 
are rising.

In the face of growing North 
Korean threats, the United 
States, South Korea and Japan 
have expanded their combined 
training and boosted the vis-
ibility of strategic U.S. military 
assets in the region, seeking to 
intimidate the North. The United 
States and South Korea have 
also been updating their nucle-
ar deterrence strategies, with 
Seoul seeking stronger assur-
ances that Washington would 
swiftly and decisively use its 
nuclear capabilities to defend 
its ally from a North Korean 
nuclear attack.

US aircraft carrier arrives in South Korea as a 
show of force against nuclear-armed North KoreaRAMALLAH, Jun 22 (Agencies): An 

Israeli national was found shot dead 
in a Palestinian town in the northern 
West Bank Saturday morning, Israel’s 
army said, as violence surges in the 
occupied territory.

The army said the man was pro-
nounced dead after being fatally shot 
in the town of Qalqilya, and that Israeli 
troops were currently operating in the 
area. Saturday’s announcement came 
a day after Israeli forces shot dead two 
militants in the same West Bank town.

No further details were made public.
Violence has flared in the the West 

Bank since the Israel-Hamas war 
erupted last October. Since then, at 
least 549 Palestinians in the territory 
have been killed by Israeli fire say 
the Palestinian Health Ministry, which 
tracks the killings. Over that same time, 
Palestinians in the West Bank have 
killed at least nine Israelis, including 
five soldiers, according to U.N. data.

Israeli nationals are prohibited from 
entering Qalqilya and other areas of 
the West Bank that fall under the under 
the control of the Palestinian Authority.

In April, the death of a 14-year-old 
Israeli settler sparked a series of set-

tler attacks on Palestinian towns in the 
territory. The The army said the boy 
was murdered, and later arrested a Pal-
estinian in connection with the killing.

In 2014, the abduction and killing of 
three Israeli teens in the West Bank 
escalated tensions and eventually 
ignited a 50-day Israel-Hamas war in 
Gaza, at the time the deadliest round of 
fighting between the two sides.

Over recent years, the PA’s influence 
in the northern West Bank has waned 
as militant groups have grown increas-
ingly powerful.

The Israel-Hamas war erupted on 
Oct. 7. when Hamas militants stormed 
southern Israel and killed around 1,200 
people and took hostage some 250 
others. 

Israel has responded by bombarding 
and invading the enclave, killing over 
37, 400 Palestinians there according 
to Gaza’s Health Ministry, which does 
not distinguish between combatants 
and civilians in its count.

Israel captured the West Bank, along 
with the Gaza Strip and east Jerusa-
lem, in the 1967 Mideast war. The Pal-
estinians seek those territories as part 
of their hoped-for independent state.

Israeli national found dead after being 
shot in West Bank Palestinian town

DEARBORN (US), 
Jun 22 (Agencies): 
Abdullah Hammoud’s 
election two years 
ago as the first Muslim 
mayor of Dearborn was 
a watershed moment for 
this city, an automaking 
hub home to the highest 
concentration of Arab-
Americans in the United 
States.

But while his early 
focus was on upgrading 
sewer infrastructure and 
investing in parks, he 
has now been thrust into 
the national spotlight 
for his outspoken criti-
cism of fellow Democrat 
President Joe Biden’s 
support for Israel’s mili-
tary offensive in Gaza.

“I’ll be the first to say 
that we don’t want to 
see (Donald) Trump 
reelected to the White 
House,” Hammoud told 
agency in an interview. 
“But people want to be 
inspired to come out.”

Dearborn, a suburb of 
Detroit famous as the 

birthplace of Henry Ford 
and home of the Ford 
Motor Company’s head-
quarters, has a popula-
tion of around 110,000 
residents, of whom 55 
per cent claim Middle 
Eastern or North African 
heritage.

In 2020, Dearborn 
voters overwhelmingly 
supported Biden and 
their ballots could tip the 
scales in Michigan -- a 
crucial swing state that 
may ultimately decide 
the White House winner 
in November’s election.

Hammoud’s profile 
surged in January after 
he declined an invitation 
to meet with Biden cam-
paign officials seeking 
to shore up the Muslim 
vote.

Since then, he helped 
galvanize a movement 
that saw over 100,000 
voters mark “uncommit-
ted” in Michigan’s Dem-
ocratic primary in protest 
against Biden’s policy on 
Israel and was asked by 

Green Party presidential 
candidate Jill Stein if he 
would be her running 
mate.

Humble roots 
Hammoud, who won’t 

meet the Constitutional 
requirement of being 35 
until next March, was too 
young to accept the role, 
though he said the offer 
was “very humbling.”

Besides, he remains 
unsure about how he’ll 
cast his ballot.

“I would say that no 
presidential candidate 
has earned my vote,” 
said the father-of-two, 
urging both parties to 
pay attention to increas-
ing public disapproval of 
Israel’s actions.

“If you look at all 
the polling data that’s 
emerging across the 
country, from coast to 
coast, the issues that 
we have been advocat-
ing for, fighting for... are 
issues that have popular 
support.”

These demands 

include a permanent 
ceasefire as the path-
way to provide safe har-
bour for all hostages and 
prisoners, unfettered 
access to humanitar-
ian aid, and ending the 
supply of weapons to 
Israel.

The son of Lebanese 
immigrants, Hammoud 
grew up in a “working 
poor” blue-collar family. 
His father drove a truck 

while his mother’s father 
worked on an auto fac-
tory assembly line.

He was drawn towards 
the Democratic Party for 
its support of the labor 
movement, and equally 
repelled by Republicans, 
whom he says have a 
history of “demonizing 
Arab Americans, Muslim 
Americans and other 
people of color.”

Hammoud’s f i rst 

dream was to become 
a physician but wasn’t 
able to get the grades. 
He instead trained as 
an epidemiologist and 
began climbing the 
corporate ladder as a 
healthcare executive.

But the sudden death 
of his beloved elder 
brother -- Hammoud 
was the second of five 
children -- made him re-
evaluate his priorities, 
and in 2016 he won 
election to the state leg-
islature.

‘What will Biden do?’ 
Then in 2022, he 

became the second in 
a trio of new Muslim 
mayors in the southeast 
Michigan cities of Dear-
born, Dearborn Heights 
and Hamtramck.

Hammoud immediately 
set to work righting his-
torical wrongs.

For decades, the city 
had been marred by a 
reputation for racism, 
exemplified by the 
openly segregationist 

policies of former mayor 
Orville Hubbard.

Hammoud appointed 
the city’s first Arab-
American police chief, 
which led to a drastic 
drop in tickets issued 
to Black drivers within 
a year, according to his 
spokesman.

Until the war in Gaza, 
triggered by Hamas’s 
attacks and hostage-tak-
ing on October 7, 2023, 
Hammoud considered 
Biden a “transforma-
tive” president, but now 
believes “the genocide 
outweighs the impact of 
that domestic policy.”

Hammoud sidesteps 
the question of wheth-
er he could ultimately 
endorse Biden under 
the right circumstances, 
emphasizing that what-
ever he might say, it’s 
too late for some of his 
constituents who have 
lost dozens of relatives 
to Israeli bombs.

He has no doubt that 
Trump, who imposed a 

Muslim travel ban during 
his tenure, would be an 
utter disaster -- citing the 
Republican’s arming of 
Saudi Arabia against 
Yemen, the backing of 
Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank, and shifting 
the US embassy to Jeru-
salem.

But Hammoud rails 
against fellow Demo-
crats who have directed 
frustration at members 
of his community for 
potentially paving the 
way for Trump’s return 
by withholding their sup-
port for Biden.

Asked how he would 
respond to this criti-
cism, Hammoud said: 
“The question should 
be asked of President 
Joe Biden -- what will 
he do to prevent Trump 
being reelected come 
this November? What 
will he do to help prevent 
the unravelling of Ameri-
can democracy and the 
fabric of our society?”

“Genocide Outweighs Domestic Policy”: Democrat Mayor 
Slams Biden Over Gaza

Hammoud’s profile surged in January after he declined an invitation to meet with Biden campaign officials seeking to shore up the Muslim vote.
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Lt Governor performs 
Pratham Puja of Shri 

Amarnath Ji Yatra
and hassle-free,” the Lt Governor said.
He urged all the enlightened citizens to 

come together to welcome and serve the 
pilgrims coming from different parts of the 
country and abroad.

 “It has been ancient tradition of J&K that 
people from all communities participate in 
this Yatra irrespective of their religion,” the 
Lt Governor said.

This year, the annual Shri Amarnathji 
Yatra will start from 29th June, simultane-
ously from both the routes – the Pahalgam 
track in Anantnag district and Baltal in Gan-
derbal district.

Sh Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; Dr Man-
deep Kumar Bhandari, Chief Executive 
Officer, Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board; 
senior officials of SASB, Army and Lt 
Governor’s Secretariat also attended the 
Pratham Puja.

Lt Governor launches 
Rural Sanitation Director-

ate’s Swachh initiatives 
for Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 

2024
efficient sanitation system and complete 

protection to natural resources and envi-
ronment.

 “J&K is at the forefront of promoting sus-
tainable tourism. For this holy Yatra, we 
have worked a solution through fusion of 
technology and human resource,” the Lt 
Governor said.

Speaking on the new endeavours, the 
Lt Governor said the logo symbolises the 
resolve to make Yatra memorable. A dedi-

cated website shivamsankalpamastu.in 
and Nandi- the Yatra Saarthi App will be 
accurate info source related to Yatra and 
sanitation, he added.

He also lauded the initiatives aimed at 
creating awareness among the pilgrims 
and all the stakeholders. He said the 
anthem ‘Chal Amarnath’ symbolises the 
convergence of spirituality, natural heritage 
and ecology.

The Lt Governor called upon the officials 
and all stakeholders to make dedicated 
efforts for installation of all the requisite 
facilities in view of the annual Yatra, on 
priority.

He emphasized on sensitization of sanita-
tion workers on cleanliness and hygiene. 
We need to pay special attention towards 
environment-friendly disposal of solid 
waste and piped water and power connec-
tion, lighting, and availability of necessary 
facilities at all toilets, he said.

Dr Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, Chief 
Executive Officer, Shri Amarnathji Shrine 
Board; Dr Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Secre-
tary, Rural Development & Panchayati Raj 
Department; Ms. Anoo Malhotra, Director 
General, Rural Sanitation, and other senior 
officials attended the launch ceremony.

US: 3 dead, 10 wounded in 
mass shooting in Arkan-

sas
enforcement and first responders for 

their quick and heroic action to save lives,” 
Arkansas Governor Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said on social media.

As of Friday, there have been 234 tragic 
incidents of mass shootings in the US this 
year, resulting in at least four casualties 
each, according to the US-based “Gun Vio-
lence Archive.”

Security measures tight-

ened ahead of Amarnath 
Yatra

(BRO) this year. “I think the yatris will be 
able to undertake a smoother pilgrimage 
this time,” he told reporters at Raj Bhavan 
after the puja.

The LG said people from all religions 
have always supported the yatra.

“I appeal to the people of J-K, especially 
those in the areas from where the yatra 
passes through, to keep alive the tradition 
of supporting the yatra and taking care of 
the pilgrims this year also. Peaceful and 
smooth pilgrimage helps create a good 
image of J-K across the world,” he added.

The 52-day pilgrimage will begin from 
the two tracks — the traditional 48-km 
Nunwan-Pahalgam route in Anantnag and 
the 14-km shorter but steep Baltal route 
in Ganderbal — on June 29, a day after 
the first batch of pilgrims will leave Bhag-
wati Nagar base camp in Jammu for the 
valley. Over 4.5 lakh pilgrims performed 
the pilgrimage last year and offered their 
prayers at the naturally formed ice-shivlin-
gam inside the cave shrine.

ADGP, Jammu on Friday conducted an 
extensive review of the security arrange-
ments on the 270-km Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway for the upcoming yatra, 
a police spokesperson said.

He was accompanied by Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG), Doda-Kishtwar-Ramban 
Range, Shridhar Patil, Jammu DIG (Traf-
fic) Dr Haseeb Mughal, Ramban Senior 
Superintendent of Police Anuj Kumar, SSP 
(Traffic National Highway) Rohit Baskotra.

ADGP Jain inspected the security mea-
sures implemented on the highway, the 
only all-weather road linking Kashmir with 
the rest of the country, especially at com-
munity kitchens, lodgement centres and 
checking spots at key locations. Highlight-
ing the potential threats from anti-national 
elements aiming to disrupt the yatra, Jain 

underscored the necessity of foolproof 
security and emphasised the need for the 
highest level of alertness.

He urged the officers to keep a close 
watch on any suspicious activity and main-
tain round-the-clock vigilance, the spokes-
man said.

Jain also stressed the importance of a 
coordinated and people-friendly approach 
to ensure the comfort and security of pil-
grims.

The ADGP also gave instructions to the 
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) 
personnel to remain extra vigilant and 
responsive to any emergencies, ensur-
ing prompt rescue operations in case of 
any unexpected mishaps due to natural or 
man-made calamities.

During the inspection, Jain checked the 
functioning of CCTV cameras, the com-
munication network, and transport arrange-
ments of security forces, the spokesperson 
said.

MeT predicts generally 
dry weather in J&K from 

tomorrow, fresh rain 
spell from June 29

above normal for the famous resort in 
south Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, record-
ed a minimum of 12.6°C against 15.1°C 
and it was 1.6°C below normal, the official 
said.

Kupwara town recorded a low of 13.7°C 
against 12.2°C on the previous night and 
it was below normal by 0.7°C for the place, 
the official said.

Gulmarg recorded a minimum of 5.6°C 
against 8.0°C on the previous night and it 
was below normal by 4.5°C for the world 
famous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.

 Jammu, he said, recorded a low of 24.9°C 

and it was below normal by 1.4°C for the 
winter capital of J&K. Banihal recorded a 
low of 17.0°C, Batote 16.6°C and Bhader-
wah 15.2°C, he said.

Properties of three 
drug peddlers attached 

in Rajouri
residents of Sehar Makri, Bhawani, they 

said.
The properties have been attached under 

the NDPS Act.
The alleged drug peddlers were arrested 

after a massive recovery of narcotics that 
were made by police with the help of locals 
near LoC in Sehar Makri area of Nowshera 
and a cross-LoC smuggling racket was 
busted, they said.

Delhi Court postpones 
interim bail plea 

hearing of Engineer 
Rashid

It learnt that the Court deferred the hearing 
after National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
sought more time to tender its response.
Earlier also the Court deferred the final 
verdict on the plea of Rashid for granting 
interim bail for taking oath as Member of 
Parliament on multiple occasions and te 
lastest one was on June 19, 2014.

Rashid recently emerged victorious over 
former J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah in the Baramulla constituency during 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, running as an 
Independent.

Rashid, imprisoned since 2019, faces 
charges under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) related to alleged 
terror funding. He is currently detained in 
Tihar Jail.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: Uday 
Bhanu Chib, former Youth 
Congress President J&K 
and currently the Nation-
al General Secretary of 
Indian Youth Congress 
(IYC) and Hari Singh 
Chib, Vice President of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (JKPCC) on Satur-
day highlighted the prob-
lems being faced by the 
general public under the 
present administration. 
They emphasized the 
urgent need for a change 
in governance to alleviate 
the manifold miseries that 
have plagued the nation.

The senior Congress 
leaders were speaking 
while addressing a sig-
nificant meeting of Con-
gress workers at Barnai 
Ward No 65. The meet-
ing was organized by Sh 
Ganesh Ji and Ram Pal 
Ji under the leadership 
of Uday Bhanu Chib and 
Hari Singh Chib.

In the meeting, both 
leaders highlighted the 
failures of the present 
administration in provid-

ing basic amenities to the 
people of Jammu region. 
The leaders pointed out 
the severe issues faced 
by the people, including 
the lack of regular power 
and water supply during 
the peak summer months. 
Despite the installation of 
Smart Meters and the 
payment of substantial 
electricity bills, people 
have been compelled 
to live a miserable life, 
frequently protesting on 
the roads for the regu-
lar supply of power and 
drinking water.

Uday Bhanu Chib 
and Hari Singh Chib 
addressed the gathering, 
emphasizing the ongo-
ing struggles faced by 

the people. They pointed 
out that the public has 
been compelled to take 
to the streets in protest, 
demanding regular sup-
plies of power and drink-
ing water. The leaders 
urged the citizens to bol-
ster the efforts of Rahul 
Gandhi by supporting 
the Congress Party in 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Uday Bhanu Chib said 
that the present admin-
istration has repeatedly 
failed to meet the basic 
needs of people. It is 
time for a change, and 
the Congress Party is 
the only viable option to 
bring about the neces-

sary improvements and 
ensure a better quality 
of life for the residents of 
Jammu and Kashmir, he 
added.

Uday called for unity 
and collective action to 
bring about change. "We 
must come together to 
challenge this administra-
tion's incompetence and 
work towards a govern-
ment that prioritizes the 
well-being of its people. 
The Congress party 
stands ready to lead this 
charge for a better, more 
just India."

Hari Singh Chib stated 
that today every section 
of society are decrying for 
basic amenities due to the 
callous attitude adopted 

by the present dispensa-
tion. The authorities sit-
ting at the helm of affairs 
are not showing their 
serious concern towards 
the general issues faced 
by the general public, 
employees, daily wagers, 
youths, etc.

"We stand with the 
people in their demand for 
reliable access to basic 
amenities. The Congress 
Party is committed to 
addressing these issues 
and providing the essen-
tial services that every 
citizen deserves."

Prominent among those 
who attended the meet-
ing were Ganesh Raj 
Bangotra, Sewa Dass 
Digra, Hans Raj Hans, 
Mohan Lal Hans, Bhan 
Singh Manhas, Som-
nath, Parshotam Singh, 
Rampal, Capt Khusi Ram, 
Laxsman Singh,  Shyam 
Panch, Parshotam 
Kumar, Raspal Singh, 
Bhan Singh Manhas, Om 
Parkash, Romesh Singh, 
Raj Kumar Bhagat, Neeta 
Chib, Kaka Ram, Surinder 
Kumar, Virender Mehta, 
Vijay, Madan Singh Chib, 
and Tarun Vaid.

Congress only viable option for people of 
J&K: Uday, Hari Singh

Urge people to support Congress Party in upcoming Assembly elections

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, June 22 : 
“India today excels in most 
of the global benchmarks. 
In some areas it is at par 
with other big nations, 
whereas in some other 
areas it’s even ahead of 
them,” said Union Minis-
ter Dr. Jitendra Singh who 
was the chief guest at the 
“ET Government PSU 
awards” function organ-
ised here by the "Eco-
nomic Times".

Dr. Jitendra praised 
the PSUs for their grand 
contribution to the Indian 
economy and its devel-
opment. He described 
the Public Sector Units 
(PSUs) as the torch bear-
ers of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s Vision 2047

“The rise of the Indian 
economy, ranked number 
10 to number 5, in the 
present times has been 
possible due to the con-

tribution of PSUs.”- the  
Minister said. 

The PSUs have lived up 
to the global benchmarks 
and standards today. It is 
due to their unparalleled 
efforts that India has risen 
in the global innovation 
index. Today, it is ranked 
40 worldwide, ahead of 
many economies of com-
parable size, whereas it 
was at rank 81 in 2014. 

The Minister also men-
tioned India being the pio-
neer of Quantum mission 
in the world, being one of 
the five or six nations of 
the world to be in that elite 
group. The National Quan-
tum mission is one of the 
major priority initiatives of 
the government which has 
multiple applications vary-
ing from space to cryptog-
raphy. 

“The reason why Indian 
PSUs have excelled in 
present times is because 
they have given up the 

hesitation to incorporate 
private players,” the  Min-
ister said. 

Recognising their efforts, 
Dr Jitendra also awarded 
various PSUs in different 
categories. In the category 
of Skill development, Hin-
dustan aeronautics limited 
(HAL) received the gold 
award while BHASHINI 
was awarded gold in the 
adoption of AI and predic-
tive technology category. 
Other categories were 
Employee self service 
where HPCL was the 
recipient of gold award, 
Indigenous technology 
adoption where BHEL 
was given gold award. 
Other winners were 
CDAC, EESL and so forth. 

As the event came to 
an end, the Minister was 
felicitated by the Econom-
ic Times before conclud-
ing with a vote of thanks 
for his guidance and men-
torship.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Vichar Kranti Manch 
International and Indian 
Yoga Association, cele-
brated 10th International 
Yoga Day at headquarter 
of IGNOU, Bantalab. 

Yoga brings the body and 
mind together and is built 
on three main elements- 
Moments, Breathing and 
Meditation. Yoga has 
many physical and mental 
health benefits including 
improved postures, flex-
ibility, strength, balance 
and body awareness. 

Dr Shreyansh Kumar 
Jain, State Yoga Com-
missioner and President 
VKMI, while speaking 
on health benefits of 
yoga, said  that yoga is 
an ancient  practice that 
incorporates gentle exer-
cise, breath control and 
Meditation. Regular yoga 

practice includes lowering 
blood pressure, improved 
postures/ circulation, and 
a sense of well-being, he 
said.

Asans, Pranayam, and 
Meditation were practiced 
as per protocol of the Min-
istry of Ayush New Delhi. 

"Yoga is an ancient 
Indian philosophy that 
dates back thousands of  
years. It was designed as 
a path to spiritual enlight-
enment but in Modern 
Times, the physical 
aspect of yoga, and have 
found huge popularity as 
a gentle form of exercise 
and stress management.  
There are many different 
varieties of yoga, but each 
one essentially relies on 
structured poses (Asans) 
practices with awareness.  
Regular practice of yoga 
may produce many health 
benefits, including cardio-
vascular fitness, muscular 

strength, and manage-
ment of blood pressure. It 
is also an antidot to stress 
and promotes sleep pat-
terns. Decreasing stress 
and the increase in feel-
ing of happiness are basic 
benefits," Dr Jain said.

Yeshpaul Sharma 
Director Skill Develop-
ment and Financial Solu-
tion & Life  Member VKMI 
also gave some advisory 
on health and yoga. 

Dr Jaiprakash Verma, 
Regional Director IGNOU, 
felicitated Dr. Jain with 
a shawl and bouquet. 
Vikram, Assistant Region-
al Director, welcomed Dr 
Asha Upadhyay, ARD 
organised function, Tejen-
dra Pal Singh Deputy 
Registrar presented vote 
of Thanks. Rajesh Mohan 
Assistant Registrar, Dara 
Singh, Section Officer, 
also associated with the 
function.

India today excelling in global 
benchmarks: Dr Jitendra

International Yoga Day celebrated 
at IGNOU Bantalab

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya 
Shaikshik Mahasangh 
(ABRSM) State President 
Rattan Sharma expresses 
gratitude to LG Adminis-
tration specially worthy 
Commissioner Secretary 
Education and Director 
School Education Jammu 
for conduct of DPC of 
1029 Teacher's to Mas-
ter's.

DSEJ  issued a Promo-
tion list of 1029 trained 
graduate and post-grad-
uate Teachers to Masters 
vide order No:-199 DSEJ 
OF 2024, Dated:- 21-06-
2024.

It is pertinent to mention 
here that  4098 posts of 
Master's were lying vacant 
as per DSEJ website 
including General,SSA 
and RMSA and DPC 
of only 1029 Teacher's 
were conducted as per 
above mentioned order.

The number is meager  
as compared to posts still 
lying vacant. The number 
of posts still lying vacant 
is three times more than 
posts filled up .Total 
number of posts still lying 
vacant is 3069.Although 
all these posts needs to 
be filled up to meet the 
challenges and shortage 
of trained teaching staff 
in schools.The reason of 
keeping more than 3000 
posts still vacant is best 
known to DSEJ.

However ,  Rat tan 
Sharma(State President 
ABRSM J&K)in his state-
ment extends his good 
wishes to all the newly 
promoted Teacher's as 
Master's.He said that 
worthy Director School 
Education Jammu must 
consider the long pend-
ing demand to conduct 
DPC of other Cadre in a 
time bound manner for 
maintaining the health 
of the system and career 
growth leading to pros-

perity.He urges Worthy 
Director School Educa-
tion to conduct DPC on 
regular basis to put an 
end to stagnation caused 
in one's career due to 
delay.ABRSM hopes that 
DPC of left out Teacher's 
will be conducted soon in 
near future to fill the posts 
lying vacant.

 ABRSM expresses grat-
itude to whole  Education 
Department for conduct of 
DPC and hope next time it 
will not be after 10 years.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: Yet another 
milestone by J&K Fencer in BRICS 
Games. Ace Epee Fencer of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Ajay Kumar 
brought laurels to the Country by 
winning Bronze medal in Epee 
Team Event in BRICS Games at 

Kazan Russia. 
Pertinently Ajay Kumar has won 

medals in both the last edition of 
Senior and Junior National Fencing 
Championships while representing 
J&K.  Besides, he also represented 
the Country in many International 
events like Asian Championship, 
Senior and Junior world cups.

Ajay Kumar presently training at 
NCOE Patiala and a khelo India 
Athlete belongs to Reasi district of 
UT of J&K. Nuzat Gul Secretary, 
J&K Sports Council applauded 
the efforts of the fencer by winning 
medal in the prestigious event .i.e 
BRICS Games and assured the JK 
Sports Council has left no stone 

unturned in promoting sports in the 
UT. She also congratulated Par-
ents and coaches of Ajay Kumar 
for his excellent performance. 
Sports lovers and all fencing Fra-
ternity congratulated Ajay kumar 
for his marvellous performances 
in the BRICS Games at Kazan 
Russia.

DPC of Teacher's to Master's held after 10 years

ABRSM expresses gratitude to  Commissioner 
Secretary Education,  Director SEJ

J&K Fencer Ajay wins bronze in BRICS Games
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JAMMU, June 22: As per the Election notification of Bari 
Brahmana Industries Association dated June 8, 2024 for 
BBIA Election for the Term 2024-26, ten nomination paper 
were received against the available post of six office bear-
ers of the Association for which the Scrutiny was done on 
June 21, 2024 and all the Nomination Papers were found 
in order as per the Constitution.

After withdrawal process completed on Saturday as 
per Election Notification, Election Commissioners  Ajay 
Bansal,  Yogesh Badyal & Yogesh Aggarwal declared that 
Lalit Mahajan has been elected unopposed as President 
of BBIA and Viraaj Malhotra has been elected unopposed 
as General Secretary of BBIA. 

The Election for the other four posts of BBIA Office Bear-
ers for the Term 2024-26 shall be held on June 29, 2024. 

Nitin Sood and Tarun Singla are contesting for the Post 
of Sr. Vice President,  Ajay Langer and P.L. Raina are 
contesting for the Post of Vice President,  Rajesh Jain 
and Shiv Kumar Sharma  are contesting for the Post 
of Secretary,  Rishi Kant Gupta  and Vivek Singhal are 
contesting for the Post of Treasurer.  

Lalit elected 
president, Viraaj 
Gen Secy BBIA

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jun 22:  Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo said Sat-
urday the security of the 
Amarnath Yatra is a top 
priority of the administra-
tion, as he chaired a meet-
ing to review arrange-
ments at the Bhagwati 
Nagar base camp here.

Accompanied by the 
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (ADGP),  
Jammu zone, Anand 
Jain, Dulloo went around 
the heavily guarded 
base camp to inspect the 
arrangements ahead of 
the annual pilgrimage.

The 52-day pilgrimage 
will commence via the tra-
ditional 48-kilometre Nun-

wan-Pahalgam route in 
Anantnag and the 14-kilo-
metre shorter but steep 
Baltal route in Ganderbal 
on June 29.

“The first batch of pil-
grims will be flagged 
off from here (Bhagwati 
Nagar) on June 28 and 
the yatra will start (in 
Kashmir) the next day. We 
have come to oversee the 

arrangements and had a 
meeting with officers of 
various departments con-
cerned,” the chief secre-
tary told reporters at the 
base camp.

“Almost all arrange-
ments are in place and 
we are working to ensure 
better facilities for pilgrims 
to make their stay comfort-
able,” he added.

Dulloo said there has 
been a manifold increase 
in the capacity of lodgment 
centres and other facilities 
for pilgrims and the pil-
grimage will be monitored.

“Adequate security 
measures are being put 
in place. Whatever has to 
be done will be done as 
yatra security is our top 
priority,” he said.

Security of Amarnath Yatra Top Priority: 
J&K Chief Secretary Dulloo

MUMBAI, Jun 22 (Agen-
cies): Slow pace of disin-
flation is mainly due to 
the elevated food inflation 
which has been impacted 
by recurring supply-side 
shocks, RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das said in 
the minutes of the Mon-
etary Policy Committee 
(MPC) meeting held from 
June 5 to 7.

Of the six-member rate 
setting panel, four voted to 
keep the policy repo rate 
unchanged at 6.5 per cent 
and policy stance as with-
drawal of accommodation 
as higher food inflation is 
affecting disinflation pro-
cess.

Two external members 
of the MPC – Ashima 
Goyal and Jayanth 
Varma, however, voted 
for a 25 basis points cut 
in the repo rate as higher 
interest rates could hurt 
growth. They also voted to 
change the policy stance 
to neutral from withdrawal 
of accommodation.

Das said headline con-
sumer price-based infla-
tion is moderating but at a 
very slow pace. Headline 
inflation has moderated 
by around 30 basis points 
(bps) from 5.1 per cent in 
February 2024 to 4.8 per 
cent in April 2024. In May 
2024, inflation softened to 
4.7 per cent and food infla-
tion remained unchanged 
at 7.9 per cent.

“Food inflation is the 
main factor behind the 
grudgingly slow pace of 
disinflation. Recurring 
and overlapping supply-
side shocks continue to 
play an outsized role in 
food inflation,” Das wrote 
in the minutes.

In the monetary policy, 
Das voted for keep-
ing the policy repo rate 
unchanged at 6.5 per cent 
and to continue with the 
stance of withdrawal of 
accommodation.

“With persistently high 
food inflation, it would be 
in order to continue with 
the disinflationary policy 
stance that we have 
adopted. Any hasty action 
in a different direction will 
cause more harm than 
good,” he said.

It is important that infla-
tion is durably aligned to 
the target of 4 per cent, 
the Governor said, adding 
that price stability is the 
bedrock for high and sus-
tainable growth.

Going forward, the 
baseline projections show 
inflation moderating to an 
average 4.5 per cent in 

2024-25. In the immedi-
ate months, however, the 
impact of exceptionally 
warm summer months on 
output of certain perish-
ables; a likely rabi pro-
duction shortfall in some 
pulses and vegetables – 
particularly potatoes and 
onions; and the upward 
revisions in milk prices, 
warrant close monitoring, 
Das said.

On economy, the Gov-
ernor said domestic 
growth outlook for 2024-
25 remains upbeat as 
economic activity contin-
ues to maintain momen-
tum. The RBI has project-
ed real gross domestic 
product (GDP) at 7.2 per 
cent in the current finan-
cial year.

RBI Deputy Governor 
Michael Patra, who voted 
for keeping the policy 
rate and the stance of 
withdrawal of accommo-
dation unchanged, said 
the speed of the easing 
of inflation has been dis-
appointing so far, even 
from a cross-country per-
spective.

“The Indian economy 
remains hostage to inter-
secting food price shocks. 
Their repetitive occur-
rence calls for intensify-
ing monetary policy vigil 
to ward off spillovers to 
other components of infla-
tion and to expectations,” 
he said.

MPC member Ashima 
Goyal said the experience 
of the past year shows 
supply shocks no longer 
have persistent effects 
on inflation or on inflation 
expectations.

“We have waited for one 
year to watch the impact 
of these shocks, now it is 
time to move on,” Goyal 
wrote in the minutes.

A durable approach to 
the inflation target is con-
sistent with a transient 
rise in inflation, she said. 
It is necessary to avoid 
the mistake of 2015 when 
international crude oil 
prices fell substantially but 
the fear that they would 
rise again prevented an 
adequate cut in the policy 

rate.
“Real interest rates rose 

substantially and hurt 
growth,” Goyal said.

Jayanth Varma said 
that the maintenance 
of restrictive policy for 
unwarrantedly long will 
lead to a growth sacrifice 
in 2025-26 as well.

Professional forecasters 
surveyed by the RBI are 
projecting growth both in 
2025-26 and in 2024-25 
to be lower than in 2023-
24 by more than 0.75 per 
cent, and lower than the 
potential growth rate (of 
say 8 per cent) by more 
than 1 per cent.

“This is an unaccept-
ably high growth sacrifice 
considering that head-
line inflation is projected 
to be only about 0.5 per 
cent above target, and 
core inflation is extremely 
benign,” Varma said.

MPC member Rajiv 
Ranjan said headline and 
core inflation have moder-
ated on anticipated lines. 
There is, however, little 
comfort in the near-term 
with inflation projected to 
remain sticky at around 
4.9 per cent in Q1 of 
FY2024-25.

“While we can draw 
some comfort from head-
line inflation running within 
the tolerance band suc-
cessively for eight months 
in a row, we cannot drop 
our guard as the headline 
inflation is still not aligned 
to the target,” Ranjan 
said. Repeated incidence 
of food price shocks is 
delaying the final descent 
of inflation to the target, 
he said.

According to Shashanka 
Bhide, the moderate infla-
tion rate will have to be 
durable to be an effective 
condition for sustained 
growth. In this context, the 
policy would have to con-
tinue its focus on main-
taining the inflation rate 
aligned to the target over 
the medium term. He also 
voted for keeping policy 
rate unchanged at 6.5 per 
cent and keeping policy 
stance as withdrawal of 
accommodation.

Food inflation behind 
grudgingly slow pace of 
disinflation: RBI Governor Das

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22:  
AIIMS Jammu is delight-
ed to announce the 
momentous achievement 
of AIIMS Jammu with 
the successful launch 
of its Post-Graduation 
(PG) Courses (MD/MS/
MDS) in various medi-
cal, surgical, and dental 
disciplines.  This is a 
significant milestone for 
the Institute, marking its 
commitment to providing 
advanced medical edu-
cation and training in the 
region.

Highly commendable 
is the fact that all 45 PG 
seats offered in the first 
round have been filled, 

showcasing the immense 
interest and trust placed 
in AIIMS Jammu by aspir-
ing medical profession-
als. 

This overwhelming 
response is a testa-
ment to the Institute's 
dedication to building a 

world-class academic 
environment equipped 
with exceptional faculty, 
cutting-edge technology, 
and ultra-modern facili-
ties.

The Executive Director 
& CEO, Prof (Dr) Shakti 
Kumar Gupta, needs to 

be greatly appreciated 
for his able guidance, 
proactive approach, and 
roadmap to take AIIMS 
Jammu to new heights 
with each passing day. 
His unwavering leader-
ship and vision have been 
instrumental in achieving 
this remarkable feat. The 
faculty and staff of AIIMS 
Jammu, especially the 
Dean Academic, Reg-
istrar, and their respec-
tive teams, need kudos 
for their commitment and 
hard work.

The Honourable Direc-
tor extended a warm wel-
come to all the students 
who have chosen AIIMS 
Jammu for their PG stud-
ies. 

He said, "The Institute's 
leadership assures them 
of a nurturing and stimu-
lating learning environ-
ment that fosters their 
holistic development 
and equips them with 
the necessary skills and 
expertise to excel in their 
chosen field."

This successful launch 
of the PG program sig-
nifies a new chapter for 
AIIMS Jammu, solidifying 
its position as a premier 
centre for medical educa-
tion and research in the 
region. We look forward 
to witnessing the insti-
tute's continued growth 
and its valuable contri-
butions to healthcare 
advancement.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: The 
Jammu Kashmir Sant 
Samaj Nayas held a 
press conference chaired 
by their Organizational 
General Secretary, 
Mahant Rajesh Bittu. 

Mahant Rajesh Bittu 
addressed the media, 
highlighting the collab-
orative efforts of vari-
ous Sadhu Samitis and 
Sadhu Samaj Nayas 
Commit tees across 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

He emphasized that 
the Jammu Kashmir Sant 
Samaj Nayas will work 
closely with these com-
mittees to support their 
initiatives.

Mahant Rajesh Bittu 
announced specif ic 
arrangements for the 
Shri Amarnath pilgrims.

He said Langar will be 
organized at Lakhanpur 
for the pilgrims. Addition-
ally, a langar offering milk 
and tea will be available 
in a sieve.

 Pilgrims will be accom-
modated at the ashram of 
Sant Shri Subhash Shas-
tri ji, he added.

He stressed that the 
responsibility of provid-
ing security, protection, 
and transport facilities to 
the pilgrims lies with the 
government. He extend-
ed his wishes for the 
blessings of Bhole Baba 
on everyone.

During the press confer-
ence, it was announced 
that the organizational 
structure of NYAAS 
would be strengthened 
with the appointment 
of key officials namely 
Mahant Shanti Giri ji 
president,  Mohan Giri 
senior vice president, 
Mohan Bhar ti gen-
eral secretary, Mahant 
Rajesh Bittu organiza-
tion general secretary 
and Mahant Jasmeer 
secretary.

Furthermore, one chair-
man, four vice presi-
dents, one secretary, 
and four advisors will be 
appointed soon to further 
support the organiza-
tion’s activities.

NEW DELHI, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Tata Steel 
will not change its plans 
to shut down the blast 
furnaces at Port Talbot 
in Wales, UK, as these 
assets are causing 
"unsustainable losses" 
of £1 million a day. Fur-
thermore, the company 
may only speed up those 
plans should there be any 
risk to safety of the oper-
ations, the Tata Group 
company has said.

Tata Steel's statement 
follows a strike call given 
by a section of workers 
there.

Around 1,500 Tata 
Steel workers in Port 
Talbot and Llanwern 
have said they will begin 
an indefinite strike from 
July 8 in protest against 
the company's plans to 
close the blast furnaces 
and reduce 2,800 jobs.

"Tata’s workers are not 
just fighting for their jobs 
- they are fighting for the 
future of their communi-
ties and the future of steel 
in Wales. Our members 
will not standby while this 
immensely wealthy con-
glomerate tries to throw 
Port Talbot and Llanwern 
on the scrapheap so it 
can boost its operations 
abroad," said Sharon 
Graham, the general sec-

retary of Unite, Britain's 
largest trade union.

Mumbai -headquar-
tered Tata Steel had 
announced in April this 
year that following seven 
months of formal and 
informal level national 
level discussions with 
UK trade unions, it would 
proceed with its £1.2 bil-
lion investment to build a 
state-of-the art electric 
arc furnace in Port Talbot 
and commence closure 
of the existing heavy-end 
assets in the following 
months.

Tata Steel has said 
this would be the largest 
investment in UK's steel 
industry for decades, 
safeguard steel sover-
eignty in Britain and pre-
serve 5,000 jobs.

It had informed unions 
that Port Talbot's two 
blast furnaces number 5 
and 4 will close by end of 
June and end of Septem-
ber respectively.

A Tata Steel spokesper-
son said late on Friday 
that they were extremely 
disappointed by Unite's 
"unilateral decision" to 
call a strike.

"Our existing steel-
making assets are near 
the end of their life, are 
operationally unstable 
and causing unsustain-

able losses of £1 million 
a day. This is why prepa-
rations to close the blast 
furnaces and associated 
plants in Port Talbot are 
unchanged. However, if 
the safety and stability of 
our operations are put at 
risk by this action, we will 
be forced to accelerate 
those closure plans," the 
spokesperson stated.

The spokesperson fur-
ther said after extensive 
negotiations with unions, 
the company had sub-
stantially improved its 
support offering for 
affected employees. It 
was the "most generous 
package" in the compa-
ny's history, the spokes-
person claimed.

"Rather than taking 
strike action, we would 
have expected Unite to 
put our improved offer 
to its members, as pre-
viously accepted by all 
unions, including Unite.”

According to Unite, 
UK's Labour Party has 
called for Tata Steel to 
halt its plans and wait 
until the general election 
to engage in talks with 
the government.

Labour has pledged 
£3 billion for UK steel, 
if elected next month, a 
commitment secured by 
Unite, it further said.

NEW DELHI, June 22 
(Agencies) The Hindujas, 
a UK-based business 
family of Indian origin, 
have made top headlines 
for the wrong reasons 
once again. This time 
four members of UK's 
wealthiest family were 
sentenced to prison by 
a Swiss court for exploit-
ing Indian staff illegally 
brought to work at their 
Geneva villa.

Prakash and Kamal 
Hinduja, their son Ajay 
and his wife Namrata 
were sentenced to four 
to four-and-a-half years 
in prison after being con-
victed of exploitation and 
illegal employment. The 
court, however, acquitted 
them of human trafficking 
charges.

This is not the first time 
that the business family 
has been mired in con-
troversies. Here is a brief 
history of the family and 
their business before we 
dive into the controver-
sies.

A history of Hinduja 
Group

The patriarch of the 

Hinduja family, Par-
manand Deepchand 
Hinduja, began his busi-
ness journey by trading 
in Shikarpur, a town in 
Sindh region during the 
British era. In 1914, when 
the First World War broke 
out, he shifted his bank-
ing and trade ventures to 
Bombay. In 1919, he set 
up the company's first 
international operation 
in Iran.

In 1935, his eldest 
son, Srichand P. Hin-
duja aka SP Hinduja, 
took over the business. 
The Group continued 
to be based in Iran until 
The Islamic Revolution 
forced them to move the 
headquarters to London 

in 1979. Srichand, the 
Group Chairman, and 
his brother, Gopichand, 
the co-chairman, moved 
to London the same year. 
Prakash, the third broth-
er, looked after the Swit-
zerland operations from 
Geneva and the young-
est, Ashok, helmed the 
India business.

After Srichand's death 
in May 2023, his brother, 
Gopichand, took over as 
the chairman.

Today, Hinduja Group, 
which employs two lakh 
people, has presence in 
at least 11 sectors includ-
ing automotive, banking, 
oil and specialty chemi-
cals, IT, cyber security, 
healthcare, infrastructure 

development, media and 
entertainment, real estate 
and power.

The companies under 
the Group includes 
Ashok Leyland, IndusInd 
Bank, Hinduja Bank 
(Switzerland), Hinduja 
Housing Finance, Hin-
duja Healthcare, Hinduja 
Leyland Finance, Hinduja 
Global Solutions, Hinduja 
Tech, GOCL Corporation, 
Gulf Oil International, 
Gulf Oil Lubricants India 
Limited, Gulf Oil Middle 
East, Hinduja National 
Power Corporation, Hin-
duja Renewables Energy 
Pvt Ltd, Hinduja Realty 
Ventures, Hinduja Group 
India, NXTDIGITAL Ltd, 
Cyqurex Systems Pvt 
Ltd, British Metal Corpo-
ration (India) Pvt Ltd and 
Hinduja Investments and 
Project Services.

Now let's dive into the 
controversies that have 
tarnished the image of 
the business family in 
India and abroad.

Bofors scandal and Hin-
duja family

The three elder Hindu-
ja brothers -- Srichand, 

Gopichand and Prakash 
-- were linked to the 
probe into a scandal 
wherein the Swiss firm 
Bofors allegedly bribed 
government of f icials 
and politicians over a 
defence deal. In October 
2000, the CBI slapped 
the three brothers with a 
chargesheet over taking 
commission from Bofors 
to seal a deal to procure 
howitzers for India. How-
ever, the Delhi High Court 
in 2005 quashed the case 
of insufficient evidence

UK citizenship row
UK Minister Peter 

Mandelson was forced 
to resign over scandal 
nicknamed "the Hinduja 
affair" amid rumours that 
he helped Srichand win 
British citizenship. Man-
delson allegedly helped 
him obtain a British pass-
port in return for a £1 
million donation to Lon-
don's Millennium Dome 
in 1998 from Srichand, 
Gopichand and Prakash. 
Subsequently, Srichand, 
Gopichand, Prakash and 
Ashok became UK citi-
zens.

AIIMS Jammu launches PG Courses and Full 
First-Round Enrollment

Mahant Rajesh announces arrangements 
for Shri Amarnath pilgrims

Tata Steel says no change in plans 
to shut blast furnaces in Wales

The Hinduja Group's fall into disgrace: Inside previous 
controversies haunting UK's richest family
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KOLKATA, Jun 22 (Agencies): 
Former India cricketer Gautam 
Gambhir addressed his future 
as the head coach of the men’s 
national team and stated that 
he isn’t “looking far ahead” as 
he is in a “happy space” at the 
moment.

The Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI) is evaluating 
the next head coach as the 
stint of Rahul Dravid is about to 
reach its conclusion following 
the end of the T20 World Cup 
2024 in June.

Gambhir has been heavily 
linked with the role, with many 
former cricketers backing the 
2011 World Cup winner to thrive 
as the head coach of the Indian 
team.

He has already said that he 
would “love to coach the Indian 
team” and it will be an honour 
for him if he gets the opportunity 
to do so.

As Dravid’s time with the 
Men in Blue is slowly reach-
ing towards its end, Gambhir 

remained tight-lipped about 
the possibility of replacing his 
former teammate.

“I don’t see that far ahead. 
You are grilling me, asking me 
all tough questions. It is difficult 
to answer right now. All I can 
say right now is that I am happy 
being here. Just finished a bril-
liant journey with Kolkata Knight 
Riders let’s enjoy that. I am in 

a very happy space right now,” 
Gambhir said during an event 
in Kolkata.

The left-handed opener served 
as Kolkata Knight Riders’ team 
mentor in the Indian Premier 
League 2024. The return of the 
franchise’s former captain saw 
the Knights lift their third IPL 
trophy.

He talked about his coaching 

philosophy and emphasised the 
need to treat everyone equally 
rather than focus on a couple of 
individual players.

“In a team sport, it’s the team 
that matters the most. It’s the 
team that is the most important 
ingredient in that organisa-
tion. Individuals do play a role, 
and individuals do contribute, 
but ultimately, if 11 people are 
treated equally, if 11 people 
have equal respect, if everyone 
is treated equally, given the 
same respect, same responsi-
bility, given the same honour, 
you will achieve an unbelievable 
amount of success. You cannot 
have discrimination in a set-up 
or in an organisation,” he added.

The Indian team is currently 
thriving in the T20 World Cup 
after they began their Super 8 
campaign with a 47-run win over 
Afghanistan.

The Rohit Sharma-led unbeat-
en side will face Bangladesh on 
Saturday at Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium in Antigua.

‘I don’t see...’: Gautam Gambhir addresses his future 
as potential India head coach

KINGSTOWN, Jun 22 (Agencies): 
Australia and Afghanistan will be up 
against each other in a Super 8 match 
of the T20 World Cup 2024 on Satur-
day, June 22 (Sunday, June 23) in India 
at the Arnos Vale Ground in Kingstown, 
St Vincent. The Aussies, led by Mitchell 
Marsh, have won all their 5 matches 
until now and have put themselves for-
ward as one of the strongest contend-
ers to lift the title. After being unbeaten 
in the group stage, they got off to a 
stupendous start in the Super 8 after 
beating Bangladesh by 28 runs at the 
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium.

Pat Cummins became the second 
Australian bowler to pick up a hat-trick 
in the Men’s T20 World Cups. Adam 
Zampa picked up 2 wickets and helped 
his team restrict the Tigers to 140 for 
8. Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis and 
Glenn Maxwell accounted for 1 scalp 
apiece. Later, when Australia were at 
100 for 2 in 11.2 overs, rain halted pro-
ceedings once and for all. David Warner 
raced his way to scoring 53 off 35, and 
he got support from Travis Head and 
Glenn Maxwell. Afghanistan, on the 
other hand, would be looking to get 
back on their feet after losing to India 
in their first Super 8 clash. They need 
to beat the Aussies to keep alive their 
hopes of making their way through to the 
next round. Rahmanullah Gurbaz, who 

was amongst the leading run-scorers 
in the championship, has looked rusty 
recently. He got out to Jasprit Bumrah 
last time around. Rashid Khan picked 
up 2 wickets against India, one of which 
was of Virat Kohli, and the spell should 
give him a lot of confidence. Fazalhaq 
Farooqi has been the standout bowler 
of the tournament and his role is going 
to hold a lot of importance if the Afghans 
are to beat Australia.

Predicted Playing XIs
Australia: Australia are unlikely to 

change their playing XI after their 
thumping win over Bangladesh.

Predicted XI: Travis Head, David 
Warner, Mitchell Marsh (c), Glenn Max-
well, Marcus Stoinis, Tim David, Mat-
thew Wade (wk), Pat Cummins, Mitchell 
Starc, Adam Zampa, Josh Hazlewood.

Afghanistan: The Afghans may give 
a chance to Mohammad Ishaq, who 
has scored 75 runs from 4 T20Is with 
a top score of 32 against Ireland. They 
also have the option of left-arm spinner 
Nangeyalia Kharote, who has 5 wickets 
to his name from 3 games.

Predicted XI: Rahmanullah Gurbaz 
(wk), Ibrahim Zadran, Hazratullah 
Zazai/Mohammad Ishaq, Gulbadin 
Naib, Najibullah Zadran, Azmatullah 
Omarzai, Mohammad Nabi, Rashid 
Khan (c), Noor Ahmad, Naveen-ul-Haq, 
Fazalhaq Farooqi.

AFG vs AUS Predicted XI: Will 
Afghanistan bring changes 
after India defeat?

He talked about his coaching philosophy and emphasised the need to treat everyone 
equally rather than focus on a couple of individual players

LAHORE, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Pakistan’s 
disastrous T20 World 
Cup campaign in the 
USA has expectedly 
triggered a backlash 
against the players, 
who are being criticised 
for taking their families 
along, even as their 
beleaguered cricket 
board mulled invoking a 
new defamation law to 
tackle “unsubstantiated 
claims and reports”.

According to a local 
media report, apart 
from the nearly 34 play-
ers, support staff and 
officials who were part 
of the national squad 
in the USA, the team 
hotel was teeming with 
around 26 to 28 family 
members of the players.

These included their 
wives, children, parents 
and even siblings in 
some cases. Pakistan 
were eliminated after 
losing to India and debu-
tants USA in their group 
league stage matches 
held in New York.

The report said players 
like Babar Azam, Haris 
Rauf, Shadab Khan, 
Fakhar Zaman, and 
Muhammad Amir were 
among those who had 
family members travel-
ling with them.

Babar, who is not mar-
ried, had his father, 
mother and brothers 
staying in the team 
hotel.

“The extra expenses 
incurred on having fam-
ilies is obviously paid 
by players but having 

family members around 
does hit the focus of the 
players,” another report 
said.

“Some 60 rooms were 
booked where the team 
stayed to accommo-
date the other people 
travelling with the team. 
The environment was 
a family one with take-
away dinners and out-
ings being the norm 
for some players,” one 
report said.

Former Test wicket-
keeper, Atiq uz Zaman 
said he could under-
stand the players’ need 
to have their families 
with them on low-profile 
or bilateral tours.

But for a major event 
like the World Cup, the 
PCB should not have 
allowed such a gather-
ing.

“In a World Cup, no 
families should have 
been allowed as the 
players needed to focus 
on their cricket. When 
you have families with 
you then a player’s 
attention and time is 
diverted from cricket,” 
Zaman said.

Amir had also taken 
his personal trainer to 
the World Cup at his 
own expense despite 
the team having a for-
eign trainer, strength 
conditioning coach, 
physiotherapist and 
doctor.

One report said that 
during training ses-
sions, the left-arm 
pacer trained away from 
others, having taken 

permission from the 
board for this.

PCB mulls legal action 
against unverif ied 
reports

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board will be using a 
new defamation law by 
the Punjab government 
to go after digital or 
mainstream media who 
insinuate corruption by 
Pakistani players during 
the World Cup or make 
very personal remarks 
about them.

A reliable source in 
the PCB said that the 
Board’s legal depart-
ment has already start-
ed working on possible 
notices under the new 
defamation law.

“These people will be 
asked to prove their alle-
gations or face action 
under the new defama-
tion law,” he said.

The Punjab Assembly 
recently passed the bill 
related to digital media 
and defamation laws 
under which any digital 
journalist or media per-
sonality making unsub-
stantiated allegations or 
personal attacks on a 
public figure which put 
him in danger of public 
backlash can face a 
heavy fine and also time 
in jail if found guilty.

The law also states a 
decision has to come in 
six months and cases 
should not linger on.

This is after skip-
per Babar Azam was 
accused of accepting 
an expensive car as gift 
by youtuber.

‘60 rooms to accommodate other 
people’: Pakistan players face 
criticism for taking families 
along in T20 World Cup

BRIDGETOWN (BARBA-
DOS), Jun 22 (Agencies): 
Opener Shai Hope blasted an 
unbeaten 82 as West Indies 
came back roaring to crush the 
United States of America by 
nine wickets in the T20 World 
Cup Group 2 Super Eight match 
here.

After bowling out the USA for 
a mere 128 in 19.5 overs, the 
West Indies batters went all 
guns blazing from the word go 
to knock off the target in 10.5 
overs to make 130/1, recording 
a comfortable win.

The win improved West Indies’ 
standing in the Group 2 points 
table. The Caribbean side, 
which had suffered an eight-
wicket hammering from England 
on Wednesday, is now placed 
second with two points and a 
Net Run Rate of 1.814.

Johnson Charles fell for a 
14-ball 15 with a couple of fours 
early on but the pair of Hope (82 
not out) and Nicholas Pooran 
did the job for their side, smack-
ing the USA bowlers all around 
the park here at the Kensington 
Oval.

Hope made a mincemeat of 
the USA bowling as the right-
handed wicketkeeper-batter 
clattered eight sixes and four 
fours to make 82 not out from 
just 39 balls, with Pooran reach-
ing 27 not out from 13 balls with 
three sixes and a four.

Hope remained at the forefront 
of WI’s chase as he forged a 
67-run stand for the opening 
partnership with Charles and 
then added another 63 runs 
unbeaten for the second wicket 
with Pooran, which came off 

only 23 balls as the Caribbean 
side ruled the roost.

Earlier after the West Indies 
put USA in to bat first, Andre 
Russell (3.5-0-31-3) and Roston 
Chase (4-0-19-3) made life 
tough for the opposition batters.

After an early blow in the form 
of Steven Taylor (2) who was 
caught at point by chase of Rus-
sell, the pair of Andreis Gous 
and Nitish Kumar (20) forged 
a strong partnership to revive 
USA and take them ahead but 
they both fell after making their 

respective starts.
Nitish was trapped leg-before 

by West Indies spinner Guda-
kesh Motie for 20 off 19 balls 
with two fours and Gous, who 
hit three fours and a six in his 
rapid 29 off 16 balls, was caught 
at deep midwicket by Hope off 
Alzarri Joseph in the eighth 
over and that was when USA’s 
decline began.

None of the following USA 
batters could trouble the West 
Indies as the tournament co-
hosts kept chipping away with 
regular wickets, denying their 
opponents any momentum with 
the bat.

USA skipper Aaron Jones 
(11) was cleaned up by Chase 
who looked unplayable. Chase 
grabbed another wicket when he 
had the veteran Corey Anderson 
trapped leg-before for seven.

Harmeet Singh, who had pro-
vided fireworks with the bat for 
the USA against South Africa 
in the last match, fell for a first-
ball duck when Chase had him 
caught by Charles to ensure 
West Indies remained on top of 
the proceedings.

T20 World Cup: Hope blasts 82 not out as West Indies 
crush USA by 9 wickets in Super 8 clash

GROS ISLET, Jun 22 
(Agencies): England 
batters couldn’t match 
the big-hitting prowess 
of South African opener 
Quinton de Kock in 
the powerplay and his 
innings was the “differ-
ence” between the two 
teams, said skipper Jos 
Butler after a narrow 
seven-run loss in their 
T20 World Cup Super 
Eight match here.

De Kock slammed a 
38-ball 65-run knock 
studded with four sixes 
and as many fours to 
help South Africa post 
163 for six. In reply, 
England could manage 
just 156 for six.

“I think the way Quinny 
played at the top sort of 
really put us under a lot 
of pressure and (he) 
played some great shots 
and we weren’t able to 
match that,” Buttler said 
during the post-match 
press conference.

“I think that was the dif-
ference in the game.”

With de Kock going 
strong, South Africa 
made 63 for no loss in 
the powerplay.

“The tougher overs in 
the power play today 
were from the bottom 
end which de Kock really 

took on and took some 
risks and played well, 
so as I’ve mentioned, I 
felt like the power play 
was the difference in the 
game,” he said.

“I think the way Quinny 
could bat at the rate that 
none of us could bat at 
for -- but like I say, yeah, 
we fought back bril-
liantly well with the ball 
and restricted a really 
strong line-up to what 
was about a par score 
probably.”

England couldn’t push 
the pace in the power-
play, losing Phil Salt (11) 
in the second over. None 
of the top-order batters 
-- Jonny Bairstow (16), 
Buttler (17) and Moeen 
Ali (9) could capitalise 
on the starts.

It was a spirited fight-
back from Harry Brook 

(53) and Liam Living-
stone (33) which gave 
England hope but South 
African bowlers execut-
ed their plans to perfec-
tion as the defending 
champions couldn’t 
make 25 runs in the 
last three overs despite 
having six wickets in 
hand.

“The wicket was proba-
bly a little bit slower than 
everyone expected. So, 
yeah, 160 was about a 
par score. I thought we 
bowled really well in the 
back 10-15 overs there 
to restrict them.

“Brook and Livingston 
had a fantastic partner-
ship, like I say on a slow 
wicket where other guys 
struggled and I thought 
their partnership was 
brilliant and they’ve got 
us to a position where, 

you’re probably looking 
like your favourites at 
one point to go on and 
win the game.

“But yeah, I thought 
that was an awesome 
partnership and just 
couldn’t quite finish it 
off.”

De Kock attributes suc-
cess to local knowledge 
gathered during CPL 
stint

De Kock attributed the 
swashbuckling display 
to his knowledge of the 
local conditions which 
was possible due to his 
stint in the Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL).

“I’ve played a lot of day 
T20s in cricket in the 
West Indies and gen-
erally that is the most 
important time to score 
runs, it was the easiest 
time to score runs,” said 
de Kock, who slammed 
49 runs off 20 balls in the 
powerplay.

The match started 
at 10.30am local time, 
while the previous four 
T20 World Cup games 
at the venue had an 
8.30pm start.

“I don’t know if the rest 
of the guys knew, but 
I had a fair sense. I’ve 
played here quite a bit in 
the Caribbean League. 

Same thing, (the) wicket 
looks beautiful at night, 
plays most differently, 
but at the day 160-170 
are winning scores here 
in the day.

“I think generally it 
goes by like that in the 
Caribbean. I think the 
lights and maybe a bit 
of dew at night help the 
ball skid on a bit better.

“The easier time to 
score runs is in the pow-
erplay. When the ball is 
old and as the wicket 
deteriorates, it gets 
harder.”

De Kock said pow-
erplay wasn’t the only 
factor and there were 
other moments which 
helped them win.

“I think our bowlers 
also bowled really well, 
one or two key moments 
that could have also 
been a standout over 
I think KG’s (Kagiso 
Rabada’s) final over was 
also could be potential 
match winning.

“I think there was 
(some) other moments 
but obviously that’s 
probably one of our 
better powerplays this 
whole World Cup so 
(it) could be, you never 
know.”

T20 World Cup: Quinton de Kock’s innings was the 
difference, admits England skipper Jos Buttler

NEW DELHI, Jun 22 
(Agencies): Olympics 
silver medallist weight-
lifter Mirabai Chanu 
feels her success at the 
Paris Games will hinge 
on her ability to remain 
injury-free, especially 
as she strives to breach 
the elusive 90kg mark in 
the snatch event of the 
quadrennial extrava-
ganza.

The focus until her 
competition on August 
7 will be on “managing 
all the muscles” and 
“improving technique 
to lift at least 90kg 
in snatch”, said the 
Manipuri athlete who 

competes in the 49kg 
weight class. “For me, 
injury management and 
staying stress free will 
be important. I have to 
do the things that helped 
me recover,” Mirabai 
said. “Injuries and pain 

are companions for us. 
You never know when 
they will strike. We 
have to conquer them 
and Paris Olympics will 
tell me how well I have 
managed these aspects 
of the sport.”

Mirabai Chanu determined to 
remain injury-free
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: 
Dogri Bhasha Academy, 
Jammu on the directions 
of Yashpaul Nirmal, 
founder Dogri Bhasha 
Academy, Jammu organ-
ised a Book Release 
Function at K.L. Saigal 
Hall, Jammu and Kash-
mir Academy of Art, 
culture and languages, 
Jammu in which four 
Books entitled Sucha 
Hirakh, Chabutare Da 
Sach, Jeende Jamdoot 
and Neem Hakeem 
khatra -E-Jaan written 
by P.L. Parihar released.

The function was pre-
sided over by Prof. Lalit 
MagotraDogri writer and 
president Dogri Sanstha, 
Jammu while Darshan 
Darshi Dogri writer and 
ex-Director Education 
Department Jammu and 
Kashmir Government  

was the chief Guest on 
the occasion.  

While Dr. Om Goswami 
eminent Dogri writer and 
ex additional Secretary 
J&K academy of Art, Cul-
ture and Language was 
the special guest on the 
occasion. Roshan Bral, 
President Dogri Bhasha 
Academy, Raj inder 
Ranjha General Secre-
tary Dogri Bhasha Acad-
emy  also shared the 
dice. Earlier Roshan Bral 
formally welcomed the 
Dignitaries, esteemed 
guests, paper Readers, 
media persons. 

Prof. Lalit Magotra in 
his address appreciated 
the efforts of team Dogri 
Bhasha Academy for 
organising such a beau-
tiful and great event. 

He extended his full 
support and guidance to 
the team of Dogri Bhasha 
Academy for working for 

the upliftment of Dogri 
Language. He also con-
gratulated to P.L. parihar 
for writing on Dogri lan-
guage.

 Three research papers 
were presented by Hina 
Mahajan, Mamta Sharma 
and Ajay Singh  which 
were highly appreciated 
by the audience.

Chief guest Darshan 
Darshi appreciated the 
program organised by 
Dogri Bhasha Academy 
time to time and said 
that the review program 
of these books may be 
organized in near future. 
He congratulated to 
P.L. Parihar for serving 
mother Dogri with his 
writings.Special Guest 
Dr. Om Goswami appre-
ciated the efforts of 
Dogri Bhasha Academy 
and congratulated to 
P.L. Parihar for releas-
ing four books in Dogri 

language in a single pro-
gram on different genres. 
He also throw light on the 
writings of Parihar.

In the mean while 
Author of the Books P.L. 
parihar also addressed 
to the audience and also 
recited his poetry.

The program was con-
ducted by the Rajinder 
Kumar Ranjha former 
member Dogri advisory 
board, sahitya akademi, 
new Delhi and General 
Secretary Dogri Bhasha 
Academy, Jammu while 
Vote of thanks presented 
by the Sh. Kewal Kumar 
Kewal eminent Dogri 
Poet and Secretary 
Dogri Bhasha Academy, 
Jammu

A large number of Dogri 
and other languages 
wr i ter, inte l lectual, 
media persons and audi-
ence attended the book 
release function.
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JAMMU, June 22: RTI 
activist Raman Sharma 
has strongly criticized a 
recent circular issued by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
General Administration 
Department (JKGAD), 
stating that the govern-
ment is siding with cor-
rupt officers and dis-
couraging citizens and 
the press from reporting 
their misconduct.

Sharma, a Jammu-
based RTI activist, con-
demned the LG admin-
istration for issuing Cir-
cular No. 14-JK(GAD) 

of 2024, dated June 
20, 2024. The circular 
directs Administrative 
Secretaries, Heads of 
Departments, and Cadre 
Controlling Authorities 
of the J&K government 
to pursue prosecution 
under Section 182 of the 
IPC against citizens if 
their complaints against 
officers are found mer-
itless, and to initiate 
prosecution under Sec-
tion 195(1) of the CrPC. 
Additionally, the order 
calls for the cancellation 
of press accreditation, 
filing complaints with the 
Press Council of India, 

and halting government 
advertisements to the 
media if they are found 
complicit.

"On the grounds of 
alleged harassment and 
mental agony caused to 
officers by false, frivo-
lous, anonymous, or 
pseudonymous com-
plaints, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Administration 
is shielding its corrupt 
officers and curtailing 
the fundamental rights of 
citizens and the press as 
guaranteed under Article 
19 of the Constitution of 
India," Sharma stated.

Sharma termed the cir-

cular a prime example of 
how the J&K administra-
tion sides with corrupt 
and tainted officers, even 
using government adver-
tisement funding as a tool 
to suppress the press in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that the circular also 
calls for providing free 
legal aid by government 
law officers to accused 
officers and lodging com-
plaints with the Crime 
Branch against citizens, 
but no such protection or 
free legal aid is provided 
to the victims of corrupt 
bureaucracy.
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JAMMU, June 22: 
Moment Kalki, a leading 
socio-political organiza-
tion, vehemently opposes 
the recently announced 
reservation policy by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration. The new 
policy, which increases 
the reservation quota to 
60%, leaving only 40% 
for the open market, is 
both unjust and political-
ly motivated. It blatantly 
disregards the rights 
and opportunities of the 
general category, further 
marginalizing them in a 
society already fraught 
with inequalities.

The significant increase 
in the reservation quota 
to 60% drastically reduc-
es the available oppor-
tunities for the general 
category to a mere 40% 
effectively 24% as other 
Categories also get 
Selection in above 40% 
and 6 % horizontal res-
ervation is also included 
in this 40%. This imbal-
ance is unfair and fails to 
consider the aspirations 
and potential of individu-
als outside the reserved 
categories.

Since independence, 

the general category 
has been subjected to a 
series of politically driven 
reservation policies that 
have systematically 
eroded their rights and 
opportunities. This con-
tinuous exploitation has 
led to a steady decline in 
their social and economic 
conditions, exacerbating 
inequality and social divi-
sion. The economic con-
dition of the general cat-
egory has worsened over 
the years due to limited 
access to resources and 
opportunities. The new 
reservation policy exac-
erbates this issue, push-
ing the general category 
further into economic 
hardship and reducing 
their chances of upward 
mobility.

 The decision to 
increase the reserva-

tion quota appears to 
be driven by political 
motives rather than genu-
ine social need. As said  
reservation is provided 
on basis of geographical 
Location which is uncon-
stitutional . Such poli-
cies are often designed 
to secure vote banks 
rather than address the 
root causes of social dis-
parity, leading to further 
polarization and division 
within society.

An overemphasis on 
reservation undermines 
the principle of meritoc-
racy. While affirmative 
action is necessary to 
level the playing field, it 
should not come at the 
cost of merit and excel-
lence. The new policy 
risks sidelining deserv-
ing candidates from the 
general category who are 

equally in need of oppor-
tunities and support.

Moment Kalki urged 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration to recon-
sider and revise this 
policy to ensure a more 
balanced and equitable 
approach. We advocate 
for policies that promote 
inclusivity without com-
promising on fairness 
and merit. It is essential 
to strike a balance that 
provides opportunities 
for all sections of society 
while addressing histori-
cal injustices.

We call upon citizens 
to voice their concerns 
and stand in solidarity 
with the general catego-
ry besides asked activ-
ists and Organizations to 
join us in advocating for 
a fair and just reservation 
policy.

Members of Move-
ment Kalki present in 
press conference were 
Vinkal Sharma, Arjun 
Singh, Sanjeev Dubey, 
Vikram Mahajan, Kushal 
Sharma, Ashutosh 
Kumar, Deepak Sharma, 
Ravinder Khajur ia, 
Pawan Manhas, Satpal 
Hindu, Deepak Singh, 
Vikas Sharma, Rajeev 
Gupta.
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SAMBA, June 22: On 
the occasion of Kabir 
Jayanti, Sadguru of 
Sahib Bandagi Shri Mad-
huparamhans Ji Maharaj, 
while delighting the con-
gregation with the nectar 
of his discourses in 
Ranjri, said that the one 
who sings Kabir's songs 
gets killed in three worlds 
and the one who under-
stands Kabir's songs gets 
to know the inner self.

Sahib kept the sheet 
of the body as it is. He 
did not make it dirty with 
worldly desires. Every-
one else took many 
births. Just like you 
change clothes, but you 
did not change. In this 
way, the soul took many 
bodies, but you did not 
change. Everyone made 

it dirty somewhere or 
the other. But when the 
opportunity came, it puri-
fied it. Kabir Sahib never 
allowed it to get stained.

 Since the creation of 
the universe, the soul 
is wandering in this 
world. It has been mil-
lions of years since the 
earth was created. You 
are becoming a human 
again after roaming in 84 
lakh species. You have 
become a human a thou-
sand times. Kabir Sahib 
was that person who did 
not take birth from the 
womb of the mother. It 

is mentioned in many of 
his sayings that I have 
come from the immortal 
world for the welfare of 
the living beings. Sahib 
came in every era. Sahib 
took only 42 people to 
Amar Lok. Later he took 
many to Amar Lok. Who-
ever reached there, stays 
in Amar Lok only. There 
it happens automati-
cally that whether Param 
Purush is needed or 
Guru. Satpurush's attrac-
tion is so much that the 
soul goes towards him. It 
stays there. Crossed. The 
goal is accomplished. But 
the one who is Param 
Gurumukh, he asks for 
Guru. Param Purush 
absorbs him in himself. 
He then comes back 
to earth as a saint for 
the welfare of the living 
beings. He is a Sadguru. 

He is a rare one. 
If one has not reached 

there and is doing the 
work of a Guru, then 
understand that he is 
cheating. He cannot do 
the welfare of the living 
beings. The one who 
reached there, he gets 
Paras Surati. Only he 
has the essence name of 
Sat Purush and with the 
name received from him, 
the soul can go to Amar 
Lok. 

The power of the name 
takes the soul to Amar 
Lok. But there are crores 
of names in the world, 
there is no salvation from 
that. There are many 
people with essence 
names also by copying. 
But only the one who 
reaches there has the 
true name. This is a big 
secret.
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KISHTWAR, June, 22: 
Ghulam Mohammad 
Saroori, Vice Chairman 
of the Democratic Pro-
gressive Azad Party and 
former minister, toured 
the Tatani and Bugrana 
panchayats in Tehsil 
Drabshalla of district 
Kishtwar. 

During his visit, he urged 
the government to clear 
the pending financial 
liabilities under various 

schemes, emphasizing 
the severe impact on local 
residents.

Saroori highlighted the 
plight of numerous ben-
eficiaries who have com-
pleted their houses under 
the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana (PMAY) but have 
only received the second 
installment of the prom-
ised funds, despite wait-
ing for three years. This 
delay has caused sig-
nificant suffering for the 
affected families.

Additionally, Saroori 
brought attention to the 
unpaid wages under the 
Mahatma Gandhi Nation-
al Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA) for unskilled laborers. 
He also noted that the 
liabilities related to Indi-
vidual Household Latrines 
(IHHL) under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission remain 
unsettled. 

Despite the Rural 
Development Depart-
ment having prepared 

and uploaded the neces-
sary documents last year, 
no payments have been 
made to the beneficiaries, 
which Saroori described 
as a grave concern.

The former minister 
made a fervent appeal to 
the Lieutenant Governor 
to personally review the 
functioning of the Rural 
Development Department 
to ensure the immediate 
settlement of the liabilities 
owed to the poor benefi-
ciaries.

During his tour, Saroori, 
accompanied by local 
leaders, also visited sev-
eral households to offer 
personal condolences to 
the families of the recent-
ly deceased, including 
Molvi Liyaqat Ali, Molvi 
Mohammed Ashraf, Ayaz 
Hussain Lone, Bahar Din 
Lone of Tatani area, and 
Ghulam Mouhiuddin Nar-
wani of Bugrana, Drab-
shalla.

Dogri Bhasha Academy organizes 
Book release function 

RTI activist slams J&K Govt's circular 
to shield corrupt bureaucrats

Moment Kalki opposes reservation policyMadhuparamhans delivers religious sermons 

Saroori urges Govt to clear pending 
liabilities in Kishtwar 
Vice Chairman DPAP highlights delays in PMAY, MGNREGA and IHHL payments
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JAMMU, June 22: 
NMOPS-J&K Presi-
dent and President 
JKTF Sheikh Moham-
mad Ashraf has greeted 
people especially the 
Sikh brethren on the birth 
anniversary of Guru Har-

gobind Ji.
While paying glorifying 

tributes to the revered 
seer in a heartfelt mes-
sage Sheikh Mohammad 
Ashraf said that revered 
Sikh Guru Shri Hargobind 
Ji's life serves a beacon 
light for all of us to tra-
verse smoothly on the 

path of humanity and self-
less service of mankind.

Sheikh Mohammad 
Ashraf added that Shri 
Hargobind Ji was an 
epitome of true faith, 
courage and valour and 
his teachings inspire mil-
lions of people around the 
globe to work for human 

rights,  equality,  peace 
and brotherhood.  

Sheikh Mohammad 
Ashraf insisted that every-
one irrespective of race , 
region or religion should 
follow the teachings of the 
revered Guru to make this 
world truly a great place 
to live for everyone.

NMOPS greets people on Guru Hargobind Ji's birthday
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JAMMU, June 22: The 
Departmental Promo-
tion Committee, under 
the distinguished lead-
ership of the Director of 
School Education Jammu 
(DSEJ), Dr. Ashok Kumar 
has sanctioned the pro-
motion of 1092 teachers 
to the position of Masters. 

Th is  remarkab le 
achievement marks a 
significant milestone in 
the career progression 
of teachers in the Jammu 
division.

Chairman of Jammu & 

Kashmir Teachers Forum 
(JKTF) and Vice Presi-
dent of All India Second-
ary Teachers Federation 
(AISTF), Mohammad 
Ameen Khan,  State 
President of JKTF / 
NMOPS J&K Sheikh 
Mohammad Ashraf, Pro-
vincial President Jammu 
Sarjeet Sharma & other 
leaders from the Jammu 
Province, including dis-
trict and zonal presidents, 
have expressed their 
profound gratitude to 
Principal Secretary SED 
J&K Alok Kumar (IRS), 
Additional Secretary Gh 

Nabi Bhat (KAS), and 
Dr. Ashok Kumar (KAS) 
for their unprecedented 
efforts in promoting such 
a large number of teach-
ers in recent years.

In his statement, 
Mohammad Ameen Khan 
commended Dr. Ashok 
Kumar's exemplary lead-
ership and dedication. He 
underscored that under 
Dr. Kumar's capable guid-
ance, teachers in Jammu 
have experienced unpar-
alleled career advance-
ment, significantly boost-
ing their morale. 

Khan highlighted that the 

Director has honored his 
promise to the Forum's 
leadership, demonstrat-
ing his unwavering com-
mitment to the welfare 
and growth of the teaching 
community.

Praising the outstand-
ing leadership of Principal 
Secretary School Educa-
tion Department (SED),  
Alok Kumar (IRS), and 
Additional Secretary  Gh 
Nabi Bhat (KAS), Moham-
mad Ameen Khan noted 
the department's remark-
able progress in deliv-
ering quality education 
and facilitating career 

advancements through 
promotions. 

He expressed optimism 
that the promotion list for 
teachers in the Kashmir 
division will be issued 
soon, continuing the trend 
of professional develop-
ment and excellence.

The JKTF leader-
ship extends its sincere 
appreciation to Dr. Ashok 
Kumar for his steadfast 
commitment to the edu-
cational community and 
his efforts to enhance the 
career prospects of teach-
ers across the Jammu 
region.

JK Teachers Forum expresses gratitude to Principal 
Secretary for promoting 1092 Teachers to Masters Top News Report

JAMMU, June 22: In 
remembrance and trib-
ute to Ram Lal Kaith who 
has left for his heavenly 
abode, a chabeel was 
organised near Lord 
Shiva temple at Canal 
here today by the Kaith 
Biradari, in which sweet 
and cool sharbat was dis-
tributed to a large number 
of people.

R.L.Kaith shared that 
the most special thing 
about chabeel is that it 
would keep his sweet 
memory fresh in our 
mind, and also incul-

cate a sense of oneness 
among people who serve 

as well as those who are 
served.

Kaith Biradari organises 
Chabeel at Canal


