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Foolproof
security 1n
place for PM
Modi’s
Kashmir
visit

SRINAGAR, Jun 18
(Agencies):The high-
est level of security
preparedness and fool-
proof arrangements are
in place for the forth-
coming visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to Srinagar city in J&K
on June 20.

The Prime Minister
is arriving here on the
evening of June 20
and will participate in
the 18th International
Yoga Day at the Sher-
e-Kashmir International
Convention Centre
(SKICC) on the banks
of the Dal Lake in Sri-
nagar next day. Over
6,000 other participants
are likely to join the
Prime Minister on Inter-
national Yoga Day on
June 21.

This is PM Modi’s first
visit to J&amp;K after
being elected as the
country’s Prime Min-
ister for the third term.
Teams of SPG, those
deployed for the Prime
Minister’s security,
reached here five days
earlier than the VVIP
visit to coordinate secu-
rity arrangements with
the J&K security staff.

The venue of the
function has been thor-
oughly sanitized and
the SPG will take over
the venue two days
ahead of the Prime
Minister’s visit. Human
surveillance, elec-
tronic equipment, drone
supervision, vast area
domination and Hawk-
eye surveillance of the
VVIP route are being
maintained for the visit.

Every detail in
the blue book that
describes the PM'’s
security is being fol-
lowed to the minutest
precision. J&K DGP,
R.R. Swain is person-
ally supervising and
coordinating each detail
related to the Prime
Minister’s security.

“All roads leading to
the venue would be
completely sealed a
day ahead of the visit
and passage on these
routes would be highly
regulated and allowed
only after attending
to the security drill as
described in the blue
book. “No chance is
being taken with any-
thing that concerns the
security of the Hon’ble
Prime Minister,” said a
top intelligence officer.

Five injured
in Sopore
Bike
Collision

SRINAGAR, Jun
18 (Agencies): A col-
lision between two
bikes occurred near
22-RR Camp in Zaloora
Harwan, Sopore area
of Baramulla district on
Monday evening.

An official said that

mTurn to page 9

SRINAGAR, Jun 18
(Agencies): The Army
on Tuesday stated that
the security forces have
eliminated an A category
terrorist—Umar Lone, in
Aragam area of Bandip-
ora during a joint opera-
tion launched by security
forces on the intervening
night of June 16 and 17
of 2024.

Addressing media
persons on Tuesday in
Bandipora, Command-
er 3 Sector- Rashtriya
Rifles (RR) Vipul Tyagi
said that the elimination
of top rank commander
was the major achieve-
ment for the security
forces.

He said the operation
was jointly conducted by
the Indian Army, Jammu
and Kashmir Police, and
the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF)
after receiving a spe-

cific intelligence inputs
about terrorist activities
in Aragam area of Ban-
dipora district.

“We have been close-
ly monitoring the area.
On the night of June
16-17, we received spe-
cific intelligence inputs,
based on which the
Indian Army, along with
the JK Police and CRPF,
launched a joint opera-
tion. During this opera-

Y

tion, one of our ambush
parties noticed some
suspicious movement,”
the Army Commander
said.

He said that upon con-
firmation, the ambush
party opened fire on the
terrorists, resulting in the
elimination of a terror-
ist named Umar Lone,
resident of Husankhoie
Pattan in Baramulla dis-
trict.

Drugs come to Punjab from Gujarat, will
end nexus between low-level police officials
and smugglers, says Bhagwant Mann

CHANDIGARH, Jun
18 (Agencies): Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Tuesday
said that his government
was ready to initiate new
steps to do away with
the menace of drugs.

While blaming the flow
of cash and drugs into
the state in the past
three months to be
offered as enticement
to voters, he said that
with the model code of
conduct now over, the
state government was
ready to curb the ‘nexus
between some low-level
police officials and the
smugglers’.

-

He said that drugs
come to Punjab from
Gujarat, but the state
is being vilified on this
issue.

Mann was address-
ing media persons after
holding a meeting of
SSPs from all districts
and other senior police
officers.

“I have asked DGP

Punjab to immediately
transfer the low ranking
officials in each police
station. Over 10,000
such officials have been
reshuffled. The cutting
edge officials have been
transferred in the past
three days”, he said.

He said that if any
police officer is found
involved in illicit drug
trade, he will be imme-
diately dismissed from
service.

Properties of those pri-
vate individuals involved
in the illicit business,
will be attached within a
month, declared Mann.

He added that 10,000
mTurntopage 9

nuioana A-category terrorist, Umar Lone eliminated during
joint operation in Bandipora: Army Gommander

“Umar Lone was active
since 2018 and he was
associated with the
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and The Resistance
Front (TRF). He played
a crucial role in recruit-
ing youth into terrorist
groups, managing an
Over Ground Worker
(OGW) network, and
orchestrating numerous
illegal killings,” Tyagi told
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NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): The Con-
gress will begin con-
sultations next week
to strengthen the
organisation and work
out its strategy in the
poll-bound states of
Jharkhand, Maharash-
tra and Haryana besides
Jammu and Kashmir.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
and former party chief
Rahul Gandhi will start
the strategy meetings
beginning June 24 when
the Jharkhand leaders
would meet and evolve
their strategy.

The party’s strategy
meet for Maharashtra
would take place on

Vigilance intensified along
infiltration routes in Samba

SRINAGAR, Jun 18
(Agencies): The senior
superintendent of police
in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Samba on Monday
ordered increased
patrolling and surveil-
lance along potential
infiltration routes and
the establishment of
random night ambush
checkpoints at vulner-
able locations as part
of enhanced security
arrangements ahead of
the annual Amarnath
Yatra.

The directive was
issued ahead of the
yatra, which commenc-
es on June 29, amid
enhanced threat per-
ception following four
terror attacks that left
10 people, including a
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel
dead and 50 injured in
Reasi, Kathua and Doda

June 25 and the lead-
ers from Haryana would
meet on June 26. For
Jammu and Kashmir,
where the elections are
yet to be declared, the
strategy meeting would
be held on June 27.
The Congress lead-
ership has planned
the meetings well in
advance and after being
buoyed with the party’s

districts.

Two terrorists were
also killed.

Senior Superintendent
of Police (Samba) Vinay
Kumar, who chaired a
joint security review on
the yatra preparation,
provided an overview
of the security arrange-
ments put in place for
peaceful conduct of the
pilgrimage, officials said.

Emphasising the need
for heightened alert-
ness, teamwork and
real-time intelligence
sharing, all officers were
tasked with thwarting
malicious intentions of
anti-national elements
and their collaborators
across the international
border, they said.

Kumar underscored
the importance of 24x7
vigilance at highways,
activation of highway
patrol vehicles, check-

Cong to begin strategy sessions to prepare
for upcoming Assembly Polls

performance in the Lok

Sabha elections.
“Carrying forward
the momentum in our
favour, we are dedicated
to ensuring a handsome
victory in the upcoming
state elections. To kick-
start our efforts, Hon’ble
INC President Sh. Mal-
likarjun Kharge ji and
Former INC President
Sh. Rahul Gandhi ji
will be holding strategy
meetings with senior
leaders of the election-
going states: Jharkhand
— 24 June, Maharashtra
—25 June, Haryana — 26
June, J&K — 27 June.
Onward and upwards!,”
AICC general secretary,
mTurnto page 9
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points, reinforcement of
border and joint check-
points, area domination
with army and paramili-
tary forces and the posi-
tioning of quick reaction
teams at strategic loca-
tions.

He instructed the
officers to intensify
patrolling and surveil-
lance along potential
infiltration routes and
the establishment of
random night nakas and
ambushes at vulnerable
locations, they said.

Station house officers
and supervisory offi-
cers were directed to
prioritise the verification
of hotels, restaurants,
lodgements, tenants and
labourers from outside
the Union Territory near
the border, they said.

The officers were
tasked with
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Woman
beats ex-

boyfriend to
death with
baseball bat
for opposing
affair with
another man

AGRA (UP), Jun 18
(Agencies): A 38-year-
old woman bludgeoned
her ex-boyfriend with
a baseball bat and
smashed a beer bottle
on his head after he
allegedly disapproved
of her affair with another
man.

The man’s body, Identi-
fied as Brajveer Singh,
40, was found in Rohta,
Malpura area of Agra on
Saturday, and his head
bore injury marks.

Kavita Chahar, a resi-
dent of SR City Colony
in Agra, allegedly lured
and killed him along with
her new boyfriend and
his friends, the police
said.

The police have arrest-
ed the woman and her
four accomplices. “All
the accused have been
sent to jail,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(West) Sonam Kumar on
Tuesday.

Kavita, who was
already married, had
been in a live-in relation-
ship with Brajveer for 10
years from 2007. She
fell in love with Brajveer,
who lived near her in-
laws’ home.

Later, in Agra, she
befriended Surendra
Chahar and began living
with him, which angered
Brajveer.

In 2019, he set fire
to Surendra’s clothing
store, leading to his
imprisonment based on
Kavita’s testimony.

After his release from
jail, Brajveer allegedly
harassed Kavita, forbid-
ding her from staying

with Surendra.
mTurntopage 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, June 18, 2024

OBITUARY/TENTH DAY

With grefound grial & Sormow, wa infarm the sad
demise of our belosed Molher Smit. Kamila Wati
Bhan Wi Late Sh, Neel Kanih Bhan criginaly
Rio Rainawari Srinegar A/p Flal Mo, 7, Block-
170, Lana Mo, 26, Jagli, Hagmota who left for the
higgvenly abode on 140682024, Tha mourning
shall ba held abt Community Hall, Lane Nao.4, ¥
Behind Block Mo, 18, Jaghi Nagmta

T0TH DAY KRMMA will be performed al Muthi
Ghat on 23062024 al 800 AM and Assernbly
will be held there-after

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sona & Daughtera-in-laws

Sh. Sangeal Prakash Bhan & Smbk Yeana Bhan
Smt Kuswm Bhan Weo L1 Sh. Samvith Prakash Bhan

Sh. Autar Krishan Bhan & Smt Ratna Bhan

Sh. Pradurnan Krehen Bhan & Smt. Sundts Bhan

Dacghter & Son-in-law

Smt Santosh Bhan & Sh. LK Bhan

Gramnd Children

F'rigmnh.a, Shalien, Ashish, El.r;-riya, Sddbarth, Rahul Aasiia, ﬁdll‘.m, bAricl Lika .
Mobile:- FO0EIB12E2, TODEE4T 200, 3165022095, TOOGE 141919

SMT. HAMLA WATI BHAN
1930 - 2024

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/ RASAM PAGRI & UTHALA

With profound grief and sorraw we inform
that our dear CAPT. RAM SARAN VAID 50
Late Sh. Tej Ram Waid RS0 near post office, Wil-
lage Bhalwal, Jammu had left for his heavenly
abode on 08th of lune 2024 [Saturday).
TERNTH DAY, KRIYA, RASAM PAGRI E
UTHALA will be performed at our residence
villzge Bhalwal as under:

Tenth Day : 17th June 2024 {Mondayp 10.00 AW
Kriya - 18th June 2024 |Tuesday]

Rasam Pagri & WUthala : 19th June 2024
['Wedmnesday) 2.00 to 3 .00 P

Grief Strich

cmt. Kallash vaid - Wife

Son & Daughter-in-law

Sh. Dinesh Yaid & Smt. Santosh Vaid

Sh. Rajesh vaid & Smit. Seema Vaid

Daughter E Son-in-law

Eh. Sanjay Raima & Smt. Renu Yaid

Grand Kids : Nandini, MNandan, Madhwvan, Ira, Prashant & Himanshu
Nob : 2419168433, 9469 1E5900

CAPT. RAM SARAN VAID

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & somow, we regref o inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh Ravi Dogra Sio Laike
5h B R Dogra R'o H.Mo. 0B, Mohalla U stad Jammu
whi el for heavanly aboda an 03-06-2024.

10th Day shall be performed on 17-06-2024
[(Monday) at 11 AM at Mahajan Hall Shalamar
Jammil.

Kriya shall be perfformed on 20-06-2024 (Thursday)
at our residence Ustad Mohalla Jammmu.

Uthala will be performed on 21-06-2084 (Friday)
fram 4 PM o 5 PM al Brahman Sabha Parade
Jammi.

Grief Stricken

N=ha Dogra -Wike

Riyansh Dogra (Rudra) -5an

Ashok Dogra & Chanchal -Brother & Bhalhi

Raj Kumar Dogra & Rani -Brather & Bhabhl

Fawan Dogra & Neefu -Brother & Bhabhi

Basant Kumar -Jija Ji

Mb. No. 9140428316, B419106482, TOOE311554

0TH DAY

IProfoundy grieved wa inform tha sad demisa of
our beloved Smit Uma Shord Raina on 13th
Juna 2024,

10th Day will be performed an 220672024 at
Muthi Camp Ghat at 6 am to 8 am.

DEEFLY REMEMEERED BY

Sh. J.LRaina (Husband)

Sons & Daughlers-ndaw

Prediman & Lovely Raina

FPooran & Anjli Raina

Daughters and Sons-indaw

Usha & Ashok Kumar Bhan

Ranjan & Virender Jan

Grand daughter & Grand Son-n-daw

Mehak & Vivek

Grand Children

Monika, Abhinav & Parmas

Address: H.No 150 , Lane-4, Dream City Jammu (9419202281)

Bhog and Antim Ardas

With profound grief and sormow, we inform  the sad e
and unlimely demise of our beloved Sdn Tejinde
Heur W 5. Amnk Singh Fio Bast Mow Ehantesn,

Sh Ravi Dogra

Smt Lma Shon Raina

KEran Sahib Jarmmy, who lefl for heavenly abode on
11 Juma 2024,

Ammhbh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 17th (Monday)
500 AM al our residence Basll mew bhaneen, Mian

Sa hib Jammu
Bhog Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 190 Juns

Wednesday) 2:00 AM at our residancs

Antim Ardas will ke performed at Gurudwaa Shi Guruals
Singh Sabha Badi MNew Bhantzen, Tall Morh,  Jammu
from 1000AM 17130 AM

GRIEF STRICHEM

5. Amrk Singh [Mew Ind B Acsumnoe Company ) (Hosbans
5 Salpal Snghand Sdn. Harward Kour (Brother in law and BhabhE

& Maniss! Singh and Sdn. Sumerest Kour [Brother in law and Bhabhi)

Lade Sdn. Indefeal Kour amnd 5. Sukihdev Singh (SEter in Bw and Brofher in L)
Dr. Manpreet kour and Dr. Gurinder Singh (Da ughter and Son in lw)

Dr. Gaga rdesp Singh [San]

Mob no. G0058T5156

Siﬂn Te jirsd @ Hooewer

OBITUARY & TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griel & somow, we inform  you the & _9 ¥ Qﬂ-.w
sad demise of cur beloved father Shri OMN Dhar” L85
[Daddy) S/o Lt Sedharshan Dhar O/R Sheshyar, i "-a*
Habba Kadal, Srinagar at present Bhagwatio = "!;- ’
Magar, Jammu on 131h June 2024 &
The TENTH DAY KRMNA wil be performed mﬁ%«“t i
22nd Juna 2024 a1 Shakl Nagar Ghal st & Al ot -
IN GRIEF : E.n:

Emi Omashree Dhar-Wile i

Smit Tathi Char- Bha bi '
Smi & Shwi H K Dhar- Bhabi & Brother Al

Sl & Shei B L Dhar- Bhabi & Brother Shri ON Dhar tﬂaddﬂ
Daughtars & Son-in-laws

Smil & Shii Girja & Wijay Bhan

Smt & Shin Veena & B L Sapru

Smit & Shri Sarla & Sanjay Sahib

GRAND CHILDREMN

Frama, Munisha, Shefal, Awnl, Aari, Aayush

Mourning will be held at H Mo, T, Lane Mo, 12 Mang otrian Rajpura Jammw
GREAT GRAMND DAUGHTER - Myra

COMNTACT : BEODETET24, 9149711474, 979658 6545

OBITUARY

With profound sadness, we share the news of the passing of Mrs. Kishni
Koul (lovingly known as Tathi/Behna), a beloved wife and mother, on June 17,
2024. Born in Srinagar, Tathi brought warmth to everyone who knew her. She was|
the devoted wife of the Late Mr. P.C. Koul and a dedicated mother, remembered
for her boundless kindness, gentle demeanor, and unwavering love for her family,

Throughout her life, she exemplified selflessness, always placing the needs|
and well-being of her family above her own. Her nurturing spirit and gentle nature]

made her a pillar of strength and comfort to those around her. Her remarkable ( <~St-"
resilience was evident as she bravely faced a prolonged illness with an enduring S\ Y,
smile, never letting her spirit waver. _4‘\ %

Her legacy is carried on by her loving children, grandchildren, and countless
others whose lives she touched with her compassion and grace. Though she has MIr'S. Kishni Koul
left this earthly realm, the values and love she instilled in her family will continue
to inspire and guide us.

Forever in our hearts...

In Grief

Neeta Bhat and Kuldeep Bhat (Daughter and Son-in-Law)

Ankush Koul and Neeru Koul (Son and Daughter-in-Law)

J. K. Koul and Lalita Koul (Brother-in-Law and Sister-in-Law)

Grandchildren: Tuhina, Nikhil, and Vedant

Koul family, Bazaz family, Bhat family, Bhan family

Contact Numbers: 8121166193 , 9849196937

KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief & sorrow, we in- <

form the sad demise of our beloved
Sh. Ajit Kumar Sharma S/0 Sh.
Ram Nath Sharma R/O Hno 571 Peer
Mitha Jammu who left for his heav-
enly abode on 10-06-2024.
Kriya will be performed on 19/6/24
(Wednesday) at The Dogra Khatri
Sadar Sabha, Pacca Danga, Jammu
at11:00 AM.
Uthalawill be performed on 19/6/24
(Wednesday) at The Dogra Khatri
Sadar Sabha, Pacca Danga, Jammu at
5:00 PM.
Grief Stricken
Sharda Devi (Wife)
Rahul & Cutie Sharma (Son & Daughterin Law)
Sonika & Anil Kumar (Daughter & Sonin Law)
Preetika & Ajay Gupta (Daughter &Son in Law)
Yash Paul Sharma (Brother)
Mamta Sharma (Bhabhi)
Vijay Kumar Sharma & Vaishno Devi (Brother & Bhabhi)

M.: 9906283283,7880335667

SHARMA FAMILY

Sh. Ajit Kumar
Sharma

10TH DAY KRIYA

(With profound grief and somow, we inform ihe sad
jiemiza of our beloved father Late Dwarlka MNath)
[Bhat S/ Late Lakhrman Bhat of Rfo Malmah-Magam
Disirict Bararmula Kashmir, Al present Block Mo, 15
Flat Mo 03, Lane Mo 03 Jagh Colny Maget,
amrmu de pa fied heavenly abode on 14th June 2024)
2t 1,15 PM (Friday)

10th Day will be pedformed on 23rd June, 2024
Sunday at Muthi Ghet near DSE Jammu at 8.00 AM.
Mourn will be held ai Backside of Lane Mo, 01
(Community Hall Jagti Colomy Mag rots, Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEN

M Karya Lal Bhat & Mrs Renu Bhat (Son & DIL)
Bhavika Brat (Grand Child)

Mobile No, 94196-94665, GODG1 63393

Brother & Bhabl

Mra Wma Shorl Wi Lt dankl Wath Bhat

ir Maoti Lal Bhat {Brother)

[SAMAST BHAT PARIVAR

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With proTound grief and sorow, we inform you
of the sad demise of our beloved mother Smt.
Mohan Rani Nehru W Sh. Bri Mohan Mehos
of Panzala Baramuia, Kashmir on 14-06-2024
The Tenth Day Hriya will be performed on)
Sunday 23-06-2024 at residence Panzala,
Baramulla, Kashmir at 9,00 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEMN

Sh. Bri] Mohan Nehru - Husband
Smi. Raini Mehm - Sis ter-in-law
Sister-in-law & Brother-in-law
&ml. Reena & Sh. G.K. Mauru

Emt. Sushma Nehr - Sister-in-law
Sisters -in-Bw & Brothers-in-law
Emt. Dazy & Sh. Tej Krishan Mehru
Emit Sarla & Sh. B.N. Rana

Smit. Renu & Sh. Bushan Shama
Sons & Daughbers -in-law

Sh. Santosh Mahru & Srmil. Rinki
Sh. Rajindar Mahru & Smi Sushma
Daughters & Sons-in-law

Smit. Sunita & Sh. Suni Pandita
Smit. Anita & Sh. Manish Kaul

Late Dwarika Math Bhat

Smt. Mohan Rani Nehru

Grand Children: Yuktha, Reshoo,
Shivam, MNihaan, Ridhima, Veersj,
Devw, Dishaan, Devieena
Mobile No: 99061 62592,
SB10295675, 9622219211,
9811113618, 9711192324,
9541 6TEBID, 9419651551

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

Wih pofo und grief and sormow we inform the sad demise

of cwr belnwed flher Eh-l.‘.h'anjl Lal Kapoor Sio Lt Sh

Murehi Ram Kaposor Rfo H Mo, 230 Lane Mo B Shakti

HEga r Jamr

TENTH DAY wil b= perbimed on 17Tth June 2024

| Mornday) ol Om Polace Shakti Magar Jamimaal 11 4, R

HRA wil s performed on 1810 Jure 2024 (Wedresday )

at cur residence on 12 noan

RASAM PAGRI wil be perormed @l Om Palace Shakti

Haga r Jammual 5 PM (190 une 2024).

GRIEF STRICKEM

Smi Fatro Cewl Wo Lois Sh Chomnji Lal Kopsor 3

Sons mnd Deugivtars in o -

Emi Sunita ard Sh Ratton Lal Kapoor Late Shi hameji Lal Hagea
Kashmir Jowsllors Trikuta Mgr “'W“"""""“"‘“”r"

Emi Eovitm ond Sh Sunil Kapoor § K Jawellors Shakts Magaer T Ml A L S ey

Sh Sanjoy Kapoor

Z=mi Meesrnskzhi snd Sh Rahi Kapoor

2 AL S T S0 L5 M T, SR T A

DouigFiters srd Sor e in e

Tl Lasta and Sh Harl Lal Ve s

Sl Blealam and Sh Ashok Abml

[Lada Chuirdd Lal Abig| Jewellers Udk.)

Gerarud Daughbers amnd Geand Sons

Mm Hivva amd Mr Rasbhai B poor

M Surthi ard Nr Raojet Hapoos

Sabil Kapaar MErand San)

Samchis Hapoor (Grand Desighier]
Faim hits Kapoor  f0aand Dewghler)
Shawil B s e |G A D agkghiber )

Aknbks Kapoor (Great Gerand Daugiter)
AOEEIT TR, 906040000, BEIS0ET0EE

OBITUARY AND TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND DEEP SORFOW WE
INNORM THE SAD DEMSE OF OUR BELOVED
SMT. PHOOLA RANA [PYARI) WO SH CHAMAN LAL
RAINA, OF KHAYAR ANANTHAG PRESENTLY RESIDINGAT
G20 BUTA NAGAR ENCLAVE (SHIV TEMPLE LANE) JANML
0N 16TH JUNE 2024 .
THE TENTH DAY MRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED O JEES
25062024 AT MUTH GHAT MEAR DIRECTORATE OF e
SCHOOL EDUCATION JAMMUAT 8:30 AM
GRIEF STRICKEN

SH. CHAMAN LAL RAIMNA (HUSBAND)
SISTERS IN Law

SMT SHAYMIA J| PANDITA

SHT, CHOON GANIOO
[BROTHERS N LAW & SISTERS IN LW

SH. MOTI LAL RAINA AND SMT, GEETA RANA
EH. SHADI LAL RAINA AND SMT BTA RAINA
DAUGHTERS AND SGNS IN LAW

SHIT, DOLLY KOUL & SH, RAMESHJ| KOLL

SMT. PHOOLA RAINA (PYARS

EMT AMILEE KOUL AMD SH. SAMNAY KOUL
ST BABITR & SH SHAILESH I

ENT HIMAREHI RAIM&SHMHIL EHAT
SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN

EH. MITISH RAIMA L SMT, PJ'ASI-E FAms

SH, HITESH RApA § SWT PREET) PANDITA

GRAND CHILDREN
MEHILHOUL, RARDIK HOLL, AASHRAY
HOUL, KIAAMN RAINA, KABSHN RAINA
CONTACT DETRILS: 3TRG4EIR 1
558 3T BF P00, Sd 18 FT18TT, 7 604 183

With profound grief and somow we infarm the
sad demisa of our beloved Mother Smt. Kamla
Devi Wio Lale Sh. Kulbhushan Duit Rio
Nasaab Nagar Paloura near Bread Faciony.
TENTH DAY will be peformad on 17-08-2024
at 10000 am al Old Shiv Mandir Pandoka
Colony (Paloura) KRIMA will be performed on
16-06-2024 =1 our Residence at 12 00 Moon.
UTHALA/RAS AM PAGR! will be performned on
19-06-2024 sl Had Mandir Rehari from 4. H
Jom fo 500 pm.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Kamla Devi
Emt. Komal and Sh. Sanjesv Kumar- Son & Daughier-in-Law
Smit, Upasana and 3h. Rajeev Kumar- Son & Daughter-in-Law
(Sony Video Vision)
Bakshi Family Mob. 7006202296, 3419105135, S086363037

10TH DAY KRIYA

We inform you with heavy hearts and
teary eyes that our beloved Smt.
Meenakshi Kaul (Dimpy), resident of
SF-89, Vardhan Apartment, Abhay
Khand-3, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.
201014, left for her heavenly abode on
June 14, 2024

10th Day Kriya will be performed on
June 22, 2024, at 8:00 AM at Ganga
Canal Ghat (Chotta Haridwar) in
Muradnagar, Uttar Pradesh.

Shanti Paath will be held at 10:30 AM on the same day at the fol-
lowing VWenue: ATS Advantage Phase 2 Club, ATS Advaniage,
Ahinsa Khand 1, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, 201012,

GRIEF STRICKEM:
Kaul's and Kuchroo's

Smt Meenakshi Kaul
{Dimpy)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

We inform with heawvy heans and teary eyes
that our beloved ShA Vijay Kaul residert of H
Mo, 135, Sector 1, Indira Vihar, Old Jamipur,
Jammu at presant N-1103, Grand Ajnara,
Heritage Sector -T4 Moida (LIP) laft for hiz heav-
enly abode on 10th Jurne, Monday 2024,

10th Day Kriya wil be perfomed on 20th
June, Thursday, 2024 at Garh Ganga Ghat,
Mukhteshwar at 8.00 am.

Girief Siricken :

Sumadha Kauwl - [Wile)

Shacki and Saavai Kaul [Dacsg hiers)

Surinder Ka ul (Father)

Tej Krishan and Rajindar Kaul {(Unclesa}

Vieera Kaul [Auwnty)

Doy ard Mohan Krizhan Mongha (Bua and Fufa Ji)
Utpal and Hina Kaul, Puneest and Miharika Kaul Pryanka and Rohit Bhat, Ankitand
Melre Kaul, Kreyha and Akehata Mong ha, Achish Kaul amd Gyaneehsar Mongha

Mobile Mos ;- 3958729719, T6T8464315, 7233919845

e
e

Shri Vijay Kaul

10TH DAY [ KRIYA / UTHALA

Witk prefound griel and sorow, we g o iblorm e sad and
umime lycem&eaiour beloeed Shri Bharat Bhushan Raina 5o
Late Sh Barsi Lal Raina Rio Howse bo. 72 Rampue, Gardli
Magar, dernmi, whe ek us on 10 June 2024 forelsmal pumey
i heavenly atode,

TENTH DAY will ta performad on 19 June 2024 (Wednesday)
1100 amal Dun;u BFawan, Elnppl‘o,ﬁhllﬂtl naga, Jaming,
KRR wil be pe formed on ) June 2024 (Thurday) afier 1100
i Ak 6 U e ierce:

UTHALA wil bx helk on 21 June 2024 {Friday) 4 00-500 pm at
Duiga Bhawan, Rampien, Gandhi nagar, Jammu

DEEPLY MOURNED BY
Keuska by Devi - Mother Shri Bhara! Bhushan Raina
Lyl Raina - Wite (Biftu)

Abhinandan Raira & Primal Raj - Son & Daughterdn-law

Abhie bk Fisina - Son

Meelam Langer & Late Vipy Kumar Langer - Sister & Brotherdre aw

Sunita Chapra & Viender Chopra - Slster & Brotherndaw

Meptiens & Nisces

‘ikas Langet Anshil Cupta, Khusbhoo Langer, Sechin Ghopmy Pankaj Gepla, Adul Shama.
IALL NEARS AMD DEARS

CONTACT: Tom 537136

10th DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow wel
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Nirmal Amand W/'o Sh Banarsi
Lal Anand Rfo H.Ne. 29, Sector O,
Roop Magar, Jammu.

TENTH DAY will be performed on
Wednesday, 19-08-2024 from 10:00|
AM to 11:00 AM at Tn Murti Mandir,|
Janipur Colony, Jammu.

KRIYA will be performed on Saturday,
22-08-2024 at our residence.

UTHALA I RASAM PAGRI will be per-
formad on Saturday, Z2-06-2024 from
0500 PM to 06:00 PM at Td Murti
Mandir, Janipur Colony, Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Banarsi Lal Anand (Husband)

Rupali & Vishal Anand (Daughter In Law & Son)
Sonia Anand Khullar (Daughter)

Gaurik, Raghav, Kabeer, Ditya (Grand Childran)
Mob, 9622022831, 9810098531, 9419120042

Smt. Nirmal Anand

TENTH DAY / KRIYA/UTHALA

wWith profound grief & somow, we informm the sad demise
our b loved mother St Kamla Rani Gandotra Wio

Late Sh Dharam EBrat Gandotes Fis H Mo, JMC-353,

Larne Mo.d, Anand Vikar Bohd, Jammu who left for

heavenly abode amn 09-06-2024.

10th Day shall be performed on 1 B0GZ024(Tuesda y)

110,30 am at Shri Radha Krishan Mandir adfaosnt o

Devean Modein Brewsfes, Lid, Bobif o rmemni

Kriya will be perormmed on 290672024 (Friday) et owr

resid eroe

Whala will be performed on 21062024 (Fridayhat 5%

pm o & prmal Arga Samaj Mardin opp Hotel PR Bakehie

Magar, Jammu

Grie¥ Stricken :

Sonmns & Daughters in law

Ajay Gandotra & Pup Gandota

Abhay Gandolra & Sonika Gandoira

Ajeet Gandotra & Bhawana Ga ndodra

Grand Childeren :-

Vansh, Beanbka, Wdbay Farul Harsh, Dhanbwi

Maobiks - 9459214010, TO061 TSTEE, 94196208 12

10TH DAY/KRIYAJUTHALA

With prefound grief & sormoww, we regret fo inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh Sat Pal Sharma Sio
Li Bh Boots Ram Stanma Rio H Mo, 55-A, Lane No.
1, Patcli Magotrian Jammu, whe l=fi for heaveniyli
abode on 08-06-2024. :
i0th Day shall ko performed on 18-06-2024 Ny
(Tuesdayhat 10:00 am at Vikas Nagar Shiv Mandir. |§
Hriya shall be performed on 19-06-2024
(Wednesday) @t ouf residence Palok Magetrian
Jamrmu 5
Uthala will be performed on 10-06-2024 Sh Sat Pal Sharma
Wed nesday) from 06 PM to 07 PM at Harl Mandir

Rehari Colony, Jammu

Grief Stricken

MrAcha ! Shamma & Mrs Arita Sharma (Son in lkew & Daughter)

Anupam Sharma [Daughter)

Chander Shekhar {Son)

Mob No. 9906268172

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Aspirants demand fairness: Urgent action required
to address inequitable Exam Genter allocation

Top News Report

RAMBAN, June 18:
Aspirants preparing for the
upcoming Female Super-
visor exam, conducted by
the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board
(JKSSB) on June 23,
2024, are voicing serious
concerns over the allo-
cation of exam centers
in Ramban and Jammu.
The current arrangement
is causing significant hard-
ship and inconvenience,
as many candidates are
required to travel long
distances to Jammu in
challenging summer con-
ditions.

The JKSSB should
endeavor to allocate
examination centers within
the native districts of the
candidates.

The JKSSB exam for the
Supervisor ICDS post in
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment is scheduled for June
23. However, IGNOU is
also conducting its nation-
wide annual exam on the
same date, prompting
aspirants to protest and
request a deferment.

This situation presents
logistical challenges and
raises serious questions
about the fair treatment of
all candidates. The prin-
ciple of equality before the

law, as outlined in Article
14 of the Indian Constitu-
tion, guarantees that no
individual should face dis-
crimination or disadvan-
tage due to administrative
decisions. The current
allocation of exam centers
appears to infringe upon
this fundamental right, cre-
ating an unfair and ineg-
uitable situation for many
aspirants.

In response to these
pressing issues, can-
didates are urging the
Deputy Commissioner
of Ramban to intervene
immediately. They pro-
pose that exam centers
be consolidated to a more

Harsh Dev appeals Gadkari to
ensure early construction of Salmay
Bridge and Udhampur-Ghordi road

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, June
18: Former Minister and
State President JKNPP
(India), Harsh Dev Singh
appealed through a
memorandum sent to
Nitin Gadkari Union Min-
ister for Road Transport
and Highways, who was
on a visit to J&K, seeking
fulfilment of his commit-
ment regarding double
laning of Udhampur—
Ghordi road and early
construction of Salmay
Bridge in District Udham-
pur.

The memorandum
stated, “while express-
ing our gratitude to you
for visiting Ghordi during
2014 Elections held in
J&K, we wish to remind
your honour about the
public commitment made
by you for double laning
of the 38 km road from
Udhampur to Ghordi.
You had assured imme-
diate commencement of
work on the said project
and its early comple-
tion while addressing a
gathering of thousands
of people assembled on
the occasion.

“We are aware that you

had issued instructions
in this regard for execu-
tion of the said road proj-
ect under CRF and the
work was also started but
regretfully abandoned
merely after straighten-
ing a few curves. The
result is that out of 38
kms of single road, it is
only a few kms that has
been double-laned leav-
ing the rest around 25
kms of road in shabby
condition. On public agi-
tating over the issue, it
was said that funds under
CRF had been stopped
by the centre and that
around 18 kms of single
lane stretch would be
black-topped wunder
PMGSY and that double
laning of the same was
not possible. It was fur-
ther apprised by the local
administration that there
were no funds for even
black-topping & upgrada-
tion of the around 10 kms
of single lane road up to
Kaldi which continued to
be in the most deplor-
able condition and unfit
for traffic. Most shock-
ing however is the fact
that there is no bridge
on river Tawi at Salmay
falling on the alignment

of the said road. Around
1000 vehicles ply every
day on the said road
catering to a population
of over 1.50 lakh. In the
absence of a bridge, all
the said vehicles are
using an aqueduct to
cross over the river. The
said aqueduct construct-
ed by PDC has been
declared unsafe for traffic
around 20 years back. It
has now been closed for
public transport causing
huge inconvenience to
general masses. Strange
however that despite the
matter being in the notice
of authorities concerned
has failed to elicit appro-
priate response. Sad that
even your commitments
and directions have
been taken non-seriously
resulting in public uproar
and resentment”.

Harsh Dev appealed to
the Union Minister that
double lane from Udham-
pur to Ghordi alongwith
the Bridge on its align-
ment at Salmay be con-
structed as assured and
committed by him in the
public rally held in 2014
so that the public of the
area could heave a sigh
of relief.

BJYM Kashmir Displaced District
organizes joining program

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18:
Today, the BJYM Kashmir
Displaced District orga-
nized a significant joining
program at the Kacchi
Chawni office. The event
witnessed enthusiastic
participation and was con-
ducted in the presence of
District President BJP
Kashmir Displaced Dis-
trict, Chand Ji Bhat, along
with other district office
bearers. The program was
meticulously organized by
District President BJYM
KDD, Rohit Ganjoo.

The program saw a
notable turnout of Kash-
miri Pandit youth, who
have been inspired by the
work and vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Their decision to join the
BJP reflects their opti-
mism about the future and
their trust in the leadership

that has been consistently
working towards the uplift-
ment of the country.

During the event, Chand
Ji Bhat addressed the
attendees, enlightening
them about the work-
ings of the BJP Kashmir
Displaced District. He
emphasized the signifi-
cant participation of Kash-
miri Pandits in the previ-
ous Lok Sabha elections,
highlighting their belief
that only PM Narendra
Modi can deliver justice
to the community. Bhat
assured the new mem-
bers that under Modi's
leadership, Kashmiri
Pandits would return to
the valley with dignity and
honor.

Welcoming the new
entrants, President
BJYM KDD Rohit Ganjoo
remarked that the BJP
government has signifi-

Pl

s

cantly boosted the morale
of youth across the nation.
He highlighted that youth-
oriented schemes and
packages have given
young people a reason to
believe in the BJP. Over
the last ten years, since
the Modi-led government
resumed work, a new and
highly motivated wave has
been evident throughout
the country. Ganjoo noted
that the youth now aspire
to become job providers,
not just job seekers. Ini-
tiatives like Make in India,
Skill India, and numer-
ous other youth-oriented
schemes launched by the
BJP government have
instilled great hope among
the youth, encouraging
them to start their own
ventures and fostering a
strong sense of self-reli-
ance and entrepreneur-
ship.

GGF celebrates Eid with representatives
from various religions in Jammu

The event was presided over by Padma
Shri Dr. S.P. Varma, who is the Presi-

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: Gandhi Global Family
(GGF) in Jammu and Kashmir celebrated
Eid with representatives from various reli-

gions in Jammu.

dent of GGF J&K. This celebration under-
scores the organization's commitment to
fostering communal harmony and unity

among different faiths in the region.

central and accessible
location within the dis-
trict. This measure would
ensure that all candidates
have an equal and fair
opportunity to participate
in the examination without
facing unnecessary diffi-
culties.

Advocate Fairoz Khan,
Former National Presi-
dent of NSUI and Youth
Congress Working Presi-
dent of J&K, emphasized,
“The current situation is
impractical and presents
significant challenges for
many aspirants. We call
on the authorities to take
swift action to address
this matter and uphold the

principles of fairness and
equality. JKSSB’s han-
dling of the situation has
been irresponsible, and
those in charge need to
take this issue seriously.
This has become a trend,
and we are surprised at
how JKSSB, in its deep
slumber, allocates exam
centers.”

The aspirants are opti-
mistic that the Deputy
Commissioner of Ramban
and the LG administration
will act promptly and deci-
sively to resolve this issue,
guaranteeing that all can-
didates can take the exam
under fair and equitable
conditions.

Varun Jamwal appointed
as Secretary (Org) Youth

Wing of SSP

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: Col
SS Pathania, President
Sainik Samaj Party (SSP)
JK UT, nominated Varun
Jamwal as Secretary
(Organisation) of Youth
Wing , Jammu District.

Varun Jamwal an entre-
preneur has proved his
mettle in marketing and
public relations and will
prove an great asset in
build up and expansion
of party.

Son of a veteran, he
has great concern for
nation and fraternity of
armed forces. His job
envisages the spread
of ideology amongst the

youth, having power of
building and transform-
ing our great nation, to
the pinnacle of our erst-
while glory.

Pathania also congrat-
ulated Varun Jamwal on
behalf of all members of
Sainik Samaj Party, JK
UT and wished him a
glorious journey in field
of constructive politics.
He also urged all mem-
bers of the party,to move
in vigorously in identify-
ing the candidates for
assembly elections and
corporators ,as in all pos-
sibilities assembly and
urban local bodies elec-
tions will be held in and
around September 2024.

On Nirjala Ekadashi,
take a pledge to plant
a tree in life: Bhalla

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18:
Working President of
Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee and former min-
ister Raman Bhalla had
said that the way the
temperature has crossed
44 degrees in some dis-
tricts of Jammu division
this time, it is a warning
for all of us that if we
still do not start planting
trees, then in the coming
one or two years, the
temperature in Jammu
will also exceed upto 50
degrees.

Raman Bhalla reached
Chib Mohalla of Kun-
jwani on Tuesday on
the account of Nirjala
Ekadashi to distribute
cold and sweet water
(Chhabil) to passersby
set up by the Shiv Mandir
Committee. Talking
to journalists, Raman
Bhalla said that Nirjala
Ekadashi has been a
great significance in
Hinduism, today people
quenched people's thirst
by distributing Chhabils
everywhere.

He said that the way
trees has been cut in
the last few years has
caused a change in the
weather, and the result is
that the heat is increas-
ing year after year. He
said that today on Nirjala
Ekadashi, we are earn-
ing virtue by setting up
a Chhabil of cold water
here. Along with this,
we should also take a
pledge that we all must
planta tree in our life so
that our future genera-
tions can live a clean and
better life. He said that
the rains will start after
a month and the rainy
season is the best time
to plant trees. He said
that we all should start
planting trees from our
homes first and inspire
other people to do the
same. On this occasion,
many dignitaries of the
area including State
Congress Committee
General Secretary and
former Chairman of
Jammu Municipal Cor-
poration Satish Sharma,
Swarn Chib Sanjay
Sharma were present
with him.

International Yoga Day
2024: Activities by Indian
Army in villages near LoC

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, June
18: The Indian Army
under the aegis of Aces
of Spades Division is
organising Yoga ses-
sions and awareness
campaign in various vil-
lages near LoC in Rajouri
District in the run up to
the International Yoga
Day 2024.

Yoga session are being
organised in the villages
of Kalal, Pukharni, Lam,

Lehran, Bisali, Thandi-
kassi and Sanoti.

The events are witness-
ing enthusiastic partici-
pation by local residents,
including women and
children.

The campaign under-
scores the Indian Army's
commitment towards
holistic development
and support for remote
villages, emphasizing
the importance of health
awareness in challenging
environments.

Army organises Tuition classes,
distributes books & stationary
To BPL Students at Gunda

Top News Report

RAJOURI, June 18:
Army in its pursuit to
uplift the standard of
education in remote and
under-developed areas
of Rajouri, has conduct-
ed ‘Tuition Classes’ from
17 May 24 to 17 June 24
wherein books were also
distributed to students
of ‘Below Poverty Line
Families’. Indian Army, in
its unwavering commit-
ment to education and
community development,
successfully concluded a
series of Tuition Classes

for students of Below
Poverty Line (BPL) stu-
dents residing at Gunda
and its nearby villages.
The tuition classes pro-
vided valuable academic
support, aiding students
in understanding Key
Concepts, improving
their performance and
building a strong foun-
dation for future studies.
Beyond academics, the
classes focused on holis-
tic development, instill-
ing values of discipline,
teamwork and leadership
among the participating
students. This initiative

was to reach out to stu-
dents from BPL families
and ensuring that finan-
cial constraints did not
hinder their educational
progress. Students were
awarded books and
stationary items, sym-
bolizing the successful
culmination of the tuition
program and acknowl-
edging their commitment
to learning. The closing
ceremony marks not just
the end of Tuition Class-
es but the beginning of
a journey of ‘Knowledge
and Empowerment’ for
these students.

Dharmarth Trust celebrates Nirjala Ekadashi
with Chabeel at Shri Raghunathji Temple

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: On
the auspicious occasion
of Nirjala Ekadashi, J&K
Dharmarth Trust orga-
nized a Chabeel in front
of the iconic Shri Raghu-
nathji Temple in Jammu.
This noble initiative was
a gesture of goodwill and
service, reflecting the
spirit of the sacred day.

On the occasion, Ran-
vijay Singh, Trustee
along with Trust Officials
distributed sweetened
water and eatables to
the public. Ashok Kumar
Sharma, Secretary of J&K
Dharmarth Trust was also
present.

Nirjala Ekadashi, con-
sidered one of the most
significant and challeng-

Fax:01%1-2544356

Office of the Chi

ing fasts in the Hindu
calendar, is dedicated
to the worship of Lord
Vishnu. Devotees tra-
ditionally abstain from
food and water for 24
hours, seeking spiritual
upliftment and blessings.
The Chabeel, a tradition
of serving sweetened
water to quench thirst
and provide relief, holds
special significance on
this day, offering comfort
and refreshment to those
observing the fast as well
as the general public.
Ranvijay Singh, speak-
ing on the occasion,
emphasized the impor-
tance of such acts of
kindness and community
service. "Nirjala Ekadashi
teaches us the values of
sacrifice, devotion, and

service to humanity. By
organizing this Chabeel,
we aim to embody these
values and provide relief
to those in need, foster-
ing a sense of commu-
nity and compassion," he
said.

He said that the Trust
has a long-standing
tradition of serving the
devotees and preserving
the religious and cultural
ethos of the region. This
initiative on Nirjala Eka-
dashiis part of the Trust's
ongoing efforts to pro-
mote spiritual well-being
and social welfare.

The event saw enthu-
siastic participation from
the local community, who
gathered in large num-
bers to receive the offer-
ings.

Sub:-  Cancellation Corrigendum for e-NIT No. PHEJLIM/OS of 2024-15 Dated 14.06.2024
for Construction of 2000 mm Dia. Production Bore Wells by ODEX Method for 01 Water
Supply Scheme (01 nos. borewell) of District Jammu of Jammu Provinee under Jal

Jeevan Mission (1IM)

It is for the information of all the intending bidders that the e-NIT No. PHEJLIMAS of 2024-
15 Dated 14.06.2024 pubhshed on tender portal  pww fftenders govin. . has been cancelled due to
technical reasons. A fresh e-NIT shall be issued.

No. PHELTIM/1040-52
Dated:- [5.06.2024

DIP/J-1547/24

Sdi-

Chief Engineer

Jal Shakti (PHE) Department

Jammu

GOVT. MEDICAL COLLEGE & ASSOCI

i Lh:nd_er Nﬂe Mo: 03 of 2024

For ondd an behall of rlhe Hon'ble L, Govemn
who ore registerad with Heolh & Medical Edyeat
Geowl. Medical Colege & Ascciated Hasplial, jom

[s.Mo. | Padiculars of the tenders | Cost of

—

o1 | Supply of Anirmal Dietin
Gaovt, Medical Caollege,

PURCHASE COMMITTEE

ATED HOSPITALS JAMmu

lllirlllI|lllI||lli.rl..q-rnl.rprllllli-

ar of Jammu & Kashmir, e-fenders ore invited frem the Frms
o Department of JEK for Supply of Animal Diet in
My, Jammu for the year A024-25 -

|!!‘
I Rs. 5000/~ only

Jammu for the year 2024- |

25

tender | Eamest Money

Dote of Gpening of Bld

| Rs. 50,000 only | 00-00-2024

af 1100 hs,
o any ofher daote
canvenient fo the
Cormmilies

I. The tender document far the abave job can be seen on the web ule www [kbenders.gov.in from

15.06.2024 (10:00 AM.)

T The tender docurnents con be downloaded from the obove wobsite from 506,304 (10:00 AM)

O,

3 Pre-8id meeting shall e held in the conference hall of fhe Pincpal, GMC Jammu an 20-04-2024

at 12:00 PM.

4. The bids shall be depaosited in electonic formot on website wew. ktenders.gov.in from 21 062024
(10:00 AM) upte 11.07.2024 (05:00 PM] cnly.
5. The uploaded bids on the website wil be opened on 13-07-2024 (03:00 PM) in conference hal,
Principal Govt. Medical College Jammu in presence of bidders who wish to alfend. In case of
holiday on the date of opening of bid. bids will be opened on the next working day at the same

fme and venue.

£ Ongingl copy of affidevit on Bs.50)- stamp paper duly atested by 1+ Class Maglstrale with fhe

effect thot-

a. The documentsfcotalogues efc enclosed with the Tender are onginal & genuine and
hawve nol baen fompered of labnicabed,
b. The firm has not been blackisted in the past by any Govl/ Private institufion of the

counfry,

c. I any thirg faund wrong at any stage, |will be personally responsibls for the same.
o Complede Bedding process wil be on ne [Price bid nol fo be submited in physical form/ofline

moade).

& Bedders wiling to gat their firms regisiered for filing ®e tenders moy gel their firms regstered upto
I Pre-bid meefing after sulbmitfing the regusite lormioalifies,

DIP/J-1571/24

Mo GMC/FC/H024/872-76

-5d-
Chairperson

Purchase Cammitbes

Gowvl, Medical College & Associated

Haospitals,
g

Dofed:-13.06. 2024
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EDITORIAL

EVM VERSUS
BALLOT PAPER

he debate between Electronic Voting
I Machines (EVMs) and traditional
ballot paper systems has been a per-
sistent topic of discussion in the context of
elections globally. Both methods have their
distinct advantages and disadvantages, and the
choice between them often involves consider-
ations of efficiency, security, accessibility, and
transparency.

EVMs significantly speed up the voting pro-
cess and the counting of votes. Results can
be tabulated almost instantly after the polls
close, reducing the time between voting and
the announcement of results.

EVMs minimize human errors that can occur
during the counting process in paper-based
systems. The digital counting mechanism
reduces the possibility of mistakes that can
happen when manually counting ballots.

Although the initial investment in EVMs can
be high, they can be more cost-effective over
time. The recurring costs associated with
paper ballots, such as printing, storage, and
transportation, can be substantial.

EVMs are more environmentally friendly
as they eliminate the need for paper, thereby
reducing the demand for paper production and
the associated environmental impact.

EVMs can be designed to be more accessible
for individuals with disabilities, ensuring a
more inclusive voting process.

Meanwhile, EVMs are susceptible to hack-
ing and other forms of electronic tampering.
Despite various security measures, concerns
about the integrity of electronic voting persist.

The opaque nature of electronic voting
processes can lead to distrust among voters.
Unlike paper ballots, which can be physically
counted and verified, electronic votes exist
only in digital form, making verification more
complex.

EVMs can malfunction due to software or
hardware issues. Such failures can disrupt the
voting process and potentially disenfranchise
voters if backup systems are not adequately
prepared.

The upfront cost of purchasing, maintaining,
and upgrading EVMs can be high, making it a
significant investment for many governments,
particularly in developing countries.

The use of paper ballots is often seen as
more transparent because the physical ballots
can be counted and recounted if necessary.
This tangibility can enhance trust in the elec-
toral process. Paper ballots are simple to use
and understand, making them accessible to all
voters, including those who are not tech-savvy.

Paper ballots are not subject to technical
glitches or electronic malfunctions, ensuring
that the voting process is not disrupted by
technology-related issues.

The long history of paper ballots provides a
sense of continuity and reliability. Many voters
and officials are more comfortable with this
traditional method.

Counting paper ballots is labor-intensive and
time-consuming. It can take several days or
even weeks to complete the counting process,
especially in large elections.

The manual process of counting paper bal-
lots is prone to human error, which can lead to
inaccuracies in the final vote tally.

The continuous need for paper, printing, and
transportation of ballots results in ongoing
costs and environmental concerns related to
paper consumption.

Paper ballots are vulnerable to various forms
of electoral fraud, such as ballot stuffing, tam-
pering, and destruction. Ensuring the security
of paper ballots requires significant logistical
efforts.

The choice between EVMs and ballot papers
is not straightforward and often depends on
the specific needs and circumstances of a coun-
try or region. Security is a paramount concern
for both methods. While EVMs can be designed
with advanced security features, the percep-
tion of their vulnerability to hacking often
undermines voter confidence. Conversely,
paper ballots, though susceptible to physical
tampering, are perceived as more secure due
to their tangible nature. EVMs excel in effi-
ciency, drastically reducing the time required
to count votes and announce results. However,
this efficiency comes at the cost of transparen-
cy. Paper ballots, while slower and more labor-
intensive to count, offer a level of transparency
and verifiability that EVMs struggle to match.

EVMs may offer long-term cost savings and
environmental benefits by reducing the need
for paper. However, the high initial investment
and ongoing maintenance costs can be prohibi-
tive. Paper ballots, though less environmental-
ly friendly, have lower upfront costs but higher
recurring expenses.

Modi 3.0 govt looks much like Modi 2.0: Just like old wine put in a new bottle...

By: Aakar Patel

ndia’s new govern-

ment has a new Cabi-

net which is pretty
much like the old Cabinet.
The ministers for home,
finance, external affairs
and defence will be the
same. These four are con-
sidered the most impor-
tant by the government,
which classifies them as
comprising the Cabinet
Committee on Security.
And so, once again, it
will be Amit Shah, Nir-
mala Sitharaman, Subrah-
manyam Jaishankar and
Rajnath Singh. Roads and
highways will again by
managed by Nitin Gad-
kari, the railways will be
run again by Ashwini
Vaishnaw, commerce and
industry again by Piyush
Goyal, law again by Arjun
Ram Meghwal.

Even where the portfolios
have been shifted, the min-
isters have been retained
and readers will not be
unfamiliar with names like
Kiren Rijiju, Jyotiraditya
Scindia, Giriraj Singh and
so on. Some famous names
are gone, like Smriti Irani
and Rajiv Chandrashek-
har, at least for now, but
this is because they lost in
high-profile electoral con-
tests.

No reason has been
given for moving around
those ministers who have
been retained but shifted,
but presumably this has
been done to accommo-
date allies like the Telugu
Desam (civil aviation),
Janata Dal Secular (steel),
Janata Dal United (micro,
medium, small industries),

LJP (food processing),
Shiv Sena (ayurveda and
yoga). Or done to bring in
former BJP chief ministers
like Shivraj Singh Chou-
han of Madhya Pradesh
(agriculture) and Manohar
Khattar of Haryana (hous-
ing).

Overall, it resembles not
so much a new Cabinet as
one that has undergone a
minor reshuffle. In the old
days, when most newspa-
pers reported news, this
would have been report-
ed “below the fold”, as it
were, meaning not on the
top half of the newspaper.

The question is: why does
3.0 look like 2.0? The obvi-
ous reason is that there is
nothing to change because
everything is going well.
Change is necessary only
if there is a need to cor-
rect course, and because
the BJP won the election,
there is no such need.

But defeat, meaning sit-
ting in the Opposition,
would have meant no
BJP Cabinet at all, so per-
haps it is unclear what
the middle ground would
be in such a line of think-
ing and what conditions
would trigger change. It
is unlikely then that “all is
well” is the reason. What
else could it be? One possi-
bility is that there is weak
bench strength, that there
are not enough talented
individuals in the party
to be given the important
jobs and the Prime Minis-
ter is stuck with the small
set that he has.

This is not the likely
reason because under this
Prime Minister, the PMO
functions as a mini-Cabi-

net and intervenes on criti-
cal issues as the defence,
finance and external affairs
ministries well know.

There is a third possibility
-- and that is the reluctance
or inability to concede that
something has in fact gone
wrong. The Prime Minis-
ter made a speech in the
Lok Sabha on February 5
that has been uploaded on
his YouTube channel. As
he concludes it, he says the
following;:

“Mr Speaker, normally
I don’t get into the issue
of numbers. But I have
observed the mindset of
the nation. It will certainly
take the NDA beyond 400,
but it will also definitely
(avashya) give the BJP
370 seats.” At this point,
the treasury benches are
thumped and the chant of
“Modi! Modi!” rises. The
Prime Minister repeats:
“370 seats for the BJP and
beyond 400 for the NDA”.
The thumping and chant-
ing goes on.

As we now know, this
did not happen. The BJP
did not get 370, and it did
not even get 270. For the
first time in his career, the
Prime Minister is leading a
minority government.

Is this a defeat? If you look
at the Opposition and its
voters, they are behaving
as if they have won. The
fact that the new govern-
ment is shaky and depen-
dent on external support
is not lost on them. As
Yogendra Yadav has said,
the acceptability and pres-
tige that was there in the
last decade is gone. The
invincibility is gone, and
gone forever.

For this very reason,
many of the BJP’s sup-
porters and especially the
Prime Minister’s follow-
ing remain despondent.
Externally, things have
changed. The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh is
again expressing itself
on issues concerning the
government’s functioning
after a decade of silence.
The NDA partners are
asserting themselves.

It is possible to be blind
to this and pretend to
carry on as if nothing
has happened, but that
will not change the real-
ity. The voter has told the
Prime Minister that he is
less popular than he was
in 2019 and less popular
than in 2014. The voter has
also told him that it is okay
with an NDA government
but not a BJP one.

To pretend we are still in
February is to lie to one-
self. There is no question
that the performances of
key ministries, including
finance and perhaps even
home, were the reason for
the defeat. Carrying on
without change is to con-
tinue with the damage.
But who in the party can
tell him that? Not those
who are returning to their
positions surrounding
him. Not those who know
they will be punished for
speaking the truth.

For those who are
opposed to the BJP, this
being in denial is not a
bad thing because noth-
ing good will come of it
as the coming months will
show. The world does not
change itself to align with
one’s delusions.

Benefits of Starting NEET Preparation in early age

By: Vijay GarG

tarting early prepa-
Sration for NEET, like
in 8th class, doesn’t
mean you have to study
NEET level concepts and
topics. NEET preparation
in class 8 is about building
a foundation, learning time
management, discipline,
following a routine and
understanding basic con-
cepts well. Class 8, 9 and 10
clears your base for Phys-
ics, Chemistry and Biology,
which will help you in class
11 and 12.

Start a habit to study every
day. With time you will be
able to study for long hours
without losing focus.

Give up mugging and lay
emphasis on learning con-
cepts and applying them on
problems.

Practice MCQs (Multiple
Choice Questions).

Work on your calculations
in terms of accuracy and
speed. Be accurate as well
as fast.

Improve your analytical
skills.

Try to solve the same prob-
lem with different methods.

Solve puzzles and riddles.

Build your concentration
in studies.

If you are starting NEET
preparation in class 8, you
have 5 years in hand to pre-
pare for NEET. You will
always be a few steps ahead
of most of your competi-
tion. Build a strong foun-
dation for NEET in class 8,
9, 10, which will help you
in the NEET preparation as
per the actual syllabus from
class 11.

NEET Foundation Books

for Class 8

In class 8, start NEET
preparation with your
school textbooks of Phys-
ics, Chemistry and Biology
(NCERT preferably). Make
sure you study to under-
stand the concepts, not just
for getting marks. It's a
practice that every student
should adopt from a very
young age. NEET Founda-
tion Books

NEET Foundation Course
for Class 8

Join a NEET foundation
course in class 8, where the
teachers will give you the
right direction and sup-
port that helps in develop-
ing key skills quite early in
your career. Follow coach-
ing material that helps in
clearing your basic con-
cepts and you can practice
questions. The material is

prepared in such a way that
it will cover your school
preparation and you’ll be
able to learn topics and
chapters in more depth.

NEET Coaching for Class
8

Coaching institute pro-
vides the best NEET online
coaching for class 8 students
where they can learn from
the top faculty and experts
in India. Reasons to join
institute NEET coaching
- Live interactive classes,
short batches, personalized
one-on-one sessions, per-
sonal attention, hard copy
study material, test series.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)
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|GIGI Prudential Life offers ta°% lifetime discount for women and an
additional 15% discount for salaried women on its term plan - iProtect Smart

Top News Report
JAMMU, June 18: ICICI

Prudential Life Insur- ing the requisite financial To celebrate the indomi- the last few years. As the industry leading claim ™
ance today announced a resources for seeking table spirit of women we share of working women settlement ratio of 99.17% ; ":_'\‘*
lifetime discount of 15% immediate medical treat- are proud to offer a life- in the country’s workforce for FY2024 with an aver- >

exclusively for women on ment, without disrupting time discount of 15% on continues to rise, they age claim settlement turn- F '“,fq\

all the premiums to be
paid, for its best-selling
term insurance product,
iProtect Smart. Addi-
tionally, salaried women
will be eligible for an
extra 15% discount on
the first year’s premium,
empowering them to pro-
vide financial security
to themselves and their
loved ones.iProtect Smart
combined with the critical
illness benefit, provides
cover against 34 critical ill-
nesses including ailments
such as breast, ovarian,
uterine and cervical can-
cers. This combination
offers benefits of both
health and life insurance.

15 days teachers training camp concludes  Dimple leads protest against PDD, PHE

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, June 18:
Vidya Bharati Akhil Bhar-
tiya Shiksha Sansthan’s
provincial unit Bhartiya
Shiksha Samiti Jammu
Kashmir organized the
Summer New Acharya
and Shishu Vatika teach-
ers Training Camp 2024-
25 from 4th June to 18th
June at Bhartiya Vidya
Mandir Higher Second-
ary School Udhampur
Nainsu.

In the closing ceremony
of the new Teachers train-
ing camp was organized.
Present in this were
Shri Balkrishan, (Seh
Sangthan Mantri Vidya
Bharti Uttar Kshetra),
Padma Shri Romalu Ram
(Retired Zonal Educa-
tion Officer, Ramnagar),
Haribhushan, (General
Secretary Bhartiya Shik-
sha samiti JK UT), Hari-
saran Lalotra (Prant Seh
Mantri), Sameer Krishan
Saproo (Office Secretary
Bhartiya Shiksha Samiti
Jammu Kashmir UT),
Members of the Manage-
ment Committee, Shiv
Kumar (President BVM

Importantly, the critical ill-
ness cover amount is paid
out on diagnosis, provid-

the family’s savings.

As per The Lancet esti-
mates, the incidence of
cancer diagnosed in the
under 50 years adult
age group had a higher
ratio of women. A single
hospitalisation can cost
upwards of Rs. 1 lakh in
an urban private hospital,
hence, it is essential for
women to plan availabil-
ity of financial resources
to treat such critical ail-
ments.Commenting on
this announcement, Mr.
Amit Palta, Chief Dis-
tribution Officer, ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
said, “We recognise the
sacrifices women make

HSS Udhampur), Man
Chand, Anil Khajuria
along with other guests
Nek Ram, and Principals
of different schools were
also present in this pro-
gramme .

There are 36 Female
teachers and 11 Male
Teachers participating in
the training camp. Vidya
Bharati is such an organi-
zation in the whole world
which plays an important
role in the all-round devel-
opment of its students
and teachers. Sa Vidya
or Vimuktaye is the edu-
cational union of Vidya
Bharti. It has its schools
in 11 regions of the whole
world in which Acharya
Vikas Varg is organized
twice every year.

The main spoke person
Bal Krishan address to
all the teacher and pre-
senting dignities that we
are fortunate that we are
born on the Devbhoomi
of India and we are doing
our work as Acharya. In
Vidya Bharati schools,
we call teachers as Didi
Bhaiya, this gives a feel-
ing of belongingness. He
said that Kasturirangan

as caregivers and guard-
ians to ensure the well-
being of their families.

all premiums to be paid
for our most popular
term insurance product,
iProtect Smart. Working
women are equal con-
tributors to household
finances, they play cru-
cial roles of being ‘protec-
tors’ and ‘providers.’ As
part of our commitment
to empower them to be
financially secure we are
offering an additional dis-
count of 15% to salaried
women on the first year’s
premium.”He further
stated, “We have seen
a rising interest amongst
women for both protec-
tion as well as long-term
savings plans as seen

has done a very good job
by giving place to mother
tongue in NEP 2020 and
giving skill based edu-
cation to children from
early classes, this has
also been implemented
in NEP 2020. He said
that two important days
come in June, 5 June is
World Environment Day
and 21 June is Yoga Day,
so today we all have to
take a pledge that we will
plant a tree every year
on 5 June and celebrate
Yoga Day on 21 June and
teach our children too.

The Chief Guest
Romalu Ram, while
blessing Vidya Bhara-
ti, said that the moral
values that are given to
a student or a teacher in
Vidya Bharati, such moral
Values should also be
there in other schools so
that a student can devel-
op in the field of Bhar-
tiya Sanskriti along with
education. In the vote of
thanks, the General Sec-
retary of the state Hari
Bhushan thanked every-
one present and the pro-
gram was concluded with
Vande Mataram.

through our consistent
business growth in the
women segment over

will need life insurance to
provide financial security
to themselves and their
loved ones. With our
approach of ‘right prod-
uct to the right customer’
we believe, the women
segment holds significant
growth potential going
forward. We believe,
iProtect Smart will enable
them to ring-fence their
long-term financial sav-
ings plan, as it can act
as an income replace-
ment tool for the family in
case of any eventuality.
He went on to state, “This
affordable and attractive
offering exclusively for
women is backed by our

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: Sunil
Dimple, president of the
Mission Statehood, led
a strong protest against
the Power Development
Department (PDD) and
Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE) departments in
Jammu.

The protest, which took
place on Amphalla Jani-
pur High Court Road,
included the burning
of effigies of the PDD
department, the Union
Power Ministry, and the
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment.

The demonstration was
in response to unsched-
uled and prolonged power
cuts occurring throughout
the day and night, which
have been exacerbated
by the recent installation
of smart meters leading to
heavy billing. Additionally,
there is an acute shortage
of drinking water, with
temperatures reaching
45 degrees Celsius.

Addressing the protest-
ers, Dimple criticized the
PDD for imposing power

commitment to deliver
on the promise we make.
This is reflected in our

around time of just 1.27
days.”iProtect Smart pro-
vides financial protection
against life’s uncertain-
ties, including death, ter-
minal iliness and disability
at affordable premiums.
Also, it offers life cover
up to 99 years of age.
For instance, a 30-year-
old salaried woman can
purchase the product with
a life cover of Rs. 1 crore
with a policy tenure of 30
years by paying a monthly
premium of just Rs. 546
after the discount. By
availing this offer, women
stand to save Rs. 34,920
over a 30-year premium
paying tenure.

A

cuts during the night,
which has caused signifi-
cant distress to patients,
children, the elderly, and
women, despite them
paying hefty bills. He
issued a 24-hour ulti-
matum to the J&K gov-
ernment to cease the
nighttime electricity cuts,
restore the drinking water
supply, and stop power
cuts during the extreme

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Batwal Sabha members
today felicitated Khushi
Devi from Village Kirpal-
pur for bringing grace to
her family and commu-
nity by securing 94.8%
marks in her 10th class
examination.

summer heat.

Dimple called on Prime
Minister Modi, who is
scheduled to visit Kashmir
on June 21, to announce
the return of the Salal, Uri,
and Ratle power projects
to Jammu and Kashmir.
He also demanded that
the PM and Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
ensure that the electric-
ity generated from these

=

JKBS members said
that her outstanding per-
formance in exams is a
testament to her hard
work and brilliance.

JKBS members also
congratulated her father
Tilak Raj Sargotra and
mother Naseebo Devi
on her daughter’s tre-
mendous achievement

projects first meets the
needs of the people of
J&K before being sup-
plied to other states.
Warning of a potential
Jan Andolan (people’s
movement) against the
electricity curtailment and
water scarcity, Dimple
questioned the effective-
ness of privatization and
the installation of smart
meters, suggesting that

JKBS felicitates Khushi Devi
for her excellent result in SSE

Ry T L

and wished Khushi Devi
much more success
ahead.

Among those present
on the occasion included
Messrs R.L.Kaith, Tilak
Raj Bassa, Tilak Raj
Sargotra, Jagdish Raj
Kaith, Subash Chander,
Nasebo Devi and Shivani
Kumari.

these measures have led
to increased electricity
curtailment. He urged the
Prime Minister to provide
500 units of free electricity
and drinking water to the
residents of J&K.

Dimple further alleged
that the PHE depart-
ment has halted new
water connections, with
20,000 applications
pending across 75 wards
of Jammu city. He high-
lighted that for the past
week, there has been no
drinking water supply or
tanker services, leading to
severe shortages in many
parts of the city. He called
for the immediate com-
mencement of construc-
tion work on the Chinab
Akhnoor water supply
project for Jammu city and
reiterated his demand for
free electricity and drink-
ing water for the people.

Other leaders, includ-
ing Partap Singh, Sanjay
Mahajan, Bishan Das,
Gopal Das, Pedro, Vijay
Sharma, Mangu Singh,
and Kala Kumar, were
also present at the pro-
test.

Army Hospital (R&R) launches
skin bank facility

Summer Camp of 5.7 Dance
Academy Jammu concludes

Haier India expands its Direct
Cool Range with Phoenix

tors come with a base
drawer for convenient

Top News Report

Top News Report

NEW DELHI/JJAMMU,
June 18: Army Hospital
(Research & Referral),
New Delhi, on Tuesday,
announced the opening
of a state-of-the-art skin
bank facility, a first-of-
its-kind to be established
within the Armed Forces
Medical Services. This

landmark initiative
aims to revolutionise
the treatment of severe
burn injuries and other
skin-related conditions
among service members
and their families.

The new skin bank will
serve as a centralised
hub for the collection,
processing, storage, and
distribution of

skin grafts, providing

a critical resource for
military medical centers
across the country. By
establishing this

facility, the Armed
Forces are ensuring that
the personnel & their
families have access to
the most advanced

skin replacement thera-
pies.

The skin bank will be
staffed by a team of high-
ly-trained medical profes-
sionals, including plastic
surgeons, tissue engi-
neers, and specialised
technicians. The facility
will adhere to the highest
standards of quality con-
trol and safety, ensuring
the integrity and reliability
of the skin grafts.

DGMS(Army) & Col
Comdt Lt Gen Arindam

Chatterjee termed the

launch of this skin bank as
a testament to the unwav-
ering commitment to the
health and well-being of
service members. He
added that the facility
will not only enhance the
quality of care, but also
strengthen the ability to
support those who have
been affected by serious
injuries.

“By having a dedicated
resource for skin tissue,
we can provide our
patients with the most
effective and person-
alised treatments, ulti-
mately improving their
chances of recovery
and rehabilitation,” said
Commandant, Army Hos-
pital (R&R) Lt Gen Ajith
Nilakantan.

Kaith Biradari congrats Dinesh Kumar
for securing 96% marks in SSE

formance in examination is a testament
to his hard work and brilliance.

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: The Kaith Biradari
members today congratulated Dinesh
Kumar for bringing grace to his family
and Biradari by securing 96% marks in
his 10th class examination.

Members said that his outstanding per-

Members also congratulated his father
Suram Chand on his son's tremendous
achievement and wished Dinesh much
more success ahead.

Dinesh hails from Village Parambli and

belongs to Kaith clan.

JAMMU, June 18: Haier
Appliances India, the
No.1 global major appli-
ances brand for 15 con-
secutive years, continues
its legacy of innovation in
the direct cool range with
the introduction of Phoe-
nix — a series of premium
glass door refrigerators.
Being the industry’s only
brand to offer the widest
range of Direct Cool

Haier

PRESENTING THE ALL NEW

PHOENX SERIES
FLOWER PATTERN

REFRIGERATOR RANGE

Glass Door refrigerators,
the new series sports a
sleek and premium glass
design, adding a touch
of sophistication to any
kitchen space. The new
refrigerators come in 185
Lts and 190 Lts and will
be available across all
retail channels.

The newly launched
refrigerators are crafted
to seamlessly blend
style with functionality,
catering to the needs of
modern Indian homes.
The Phoenix refrigera-

storage, Diamond Edge
Freezing Technology
(DEFT) for efficient cool-
ing, and Stabilizer-Free
Operation for uninter-
rupted performance,
even during voltage fluc-
tuations.

Commenting on the
launch, NS Satish,
President, Haier Appli-
ances India said, “Over
the years, we've meticu-
lously curated an exten-
sive range of refrig-
erators especially our
direct cool single door
offerings, with the aim to
cater to customers who
are looking for premium
and vibrant home appli-
ances with aesthetically
pleasing designs. At
Haier India, our commit-
ment to customer-driven
innovation, coupled with
our overarching vision
of “More Creation, More
Possibilities,” propels us
to curate products that
are tailored to meet the
evolving needs of con-
sumers. The launch of
our new Phoenix series
exemplifies this com-
mitment, showcasing
our deep understanding
of evolving consumer
preferences by seam-
lessly blending style
and functionality to suit
the requirements of con-
temporary Indian house-
holds. With its advanced
features and exceptional
performance, we are
confident that our latest
series of refrigerators will
create a new benchmark
in the home appliance
industry.”

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: The
Summer Camp for Chil-
dren organized by 5.7
Dance Academy Jammu
concluded on Tuesday
at 5.7 Dance Academy
Campus, Udheywala with
scintillating performances
by children which they
had prepared during the
camp.

Dr. Rohit Koul, Direc-
tor and CEO at People’s
Hut Foundation was the
Chief Guest at the occa-
sion who appreciated
the endeavours of Vimal
Koul and his team came
up with such a wonderful
programme.

Children were given
training in Theatre, Fine
Arts and Dance by the
experts in this camp and
experts from different
fields were the resource
persons of the camp who
inculcated creative skills
amongst the participants.
All students were facili-
tated with gift hampers
and participation certifi-
cates were awarded to all
45 participants from the
academy.

A.D Singh, Chairman
Diva International Foun-

= [N
dation who was the Spe-
cial Guest expressed his
gladness on watching
soulful performances by
the children.

He along with Dr. Rohit
Koul and Ritu Koul felici-
tated the participants and
appreciated the efforts of
5.7 Dance Academy Man-
agement specially Vimal
Koul, Managing Director
5.7 Dance Academy and
Komal Koul, Administra-
tor at 5.7 Dance Acad-
emy.

Earlier, in the address,
Ritu Koul Director and
COO at People’s Hut
Foundation who was the
Guest of Honour shared
that other than organizing
several programmes of
cultural and literary impor-
tance for the students, the
5.7 Dance Academy has
been regularly organising
the events like Summer
Camp and provides an
opportunity to the stu-
dents to sharpen their
skills. Moreover, it is
during such camps, chil-
dren get an atmosphere
where in addition to learn-
ing, they get a chance to
interact with each other
and share their ideas.
Best efforts are being put

unique fun and learning
experience for the chil-
dren.

Adding to the excite-
ment, the Punjabi dance
group enthralled the audi-
ence with a dynamic and
well-choreographed per-
formance. Their graceful
movements and vibrant
expressions showcased
the hard work and cre-
ativity invested during the
camp sessions.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with the distribution
of certificates to all the
participants, acknowledg-
ing their dedication and
accomplishments. Par-
ents and attendees left
with a sense of pride and
satisfaction, looking for-
ward to the next edition of
the summer camp, which
promises to be even more
enriching and enjoyable
The event was witnessed
by faculty members of 5.7
Dance Academy, officials
of the People’s Hut Foun-
dation, Diva international
Foundation along with
parents. Mr. Vimal Koul
presented the vote of
thanks. The event was
coordinated by Ms. Komal
Koul.
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Bhaag Milkha Bhaag reignited our interest in biopics, Amar Singh Chamkila took it to the next
level...Punjah’s tryst with IIIIS genre continues Wllll BBIII Tlle Name Yﬂll |(IIIIW The Story You Don't

A biopic on India’s first
female IPS officer Kiran
Bedi, titled Bedi: The
Name You Know. The
Story You Don't, is in the
making. Writer-director
Kushaal Chawla says
it's an honour for him to
helm a film on this tough
cop from Amritsar.

Bedi isn’t the first Pun-
jabi to fire a filmmaker’s
imagination and she
won’t be the last for
sure. Punjab’s real-life
heroes have inspired
many biopics. Right from
the life of the legendary
freedom fighter Bhagat
Singh captured by differ-
ent directors to Shoojit
Sircar’s biopic Sardar
Udham to Rakesh Om
Prakash Mehra’s Bhaag
Milkha Bhaag, to Omung
Kumar’s Sarabjit to Ram
Madhvani’s Neerja, to
the recent Imtiaz Ali’s
Amar Singh Chamkila
— the list is endless.

Just in case you
missed any of these
films, we bring you a

list of biopics to binge
watch...

The Legend of Bhagat
Singh

The legendary Bhagat
Singh has inspired
many biopics, but the
one that stands out is
Ajay Devgn-starrer The
Legend of Bhagat Singh.
The Rajkumar Santoshi
directorial captures the
journey of the titular
character and his role
in the freedom struggle
against the British Raj.

Sardar Udham

This thrilling biopic fol-
lows the life of freedom
fighter Udham Singh
and how the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre of 1919
impacts him. In this
Shoojit Sircar directorial,
Vicky Kaushal’s portray-
al of Udham Singh was
widely appreciated. The
film won five National
Film Awards.

Bhaag Milkha Bhaag

The Flying Sikh of
India Milkha Singh’s
story is brought to life

by director Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra and
actor Farhan Akhtar. As
Akhtar relives Milkha's
life on reel, it brings back
Partition memories,
post-Independence ref-
ugee situation and also
how a young Punjabi

Swara Bhasker slams food
blogger’s ‘proud to be vegetarian’
social media post

Actress Swara Bhask-
er, who is known for her
roles in Nil Battey San-
nata, the Tanu Weds
Manu franchise, Prem
Ratan Dhan Payo,
Veere Di Wedding,
and others, has criti-
cised a food blogger
for expressing pride in
being a vegetarian.

Recently, the food
blogger took to X and
shared a picture of veg-
etable fried rice with a
paneer dish, caption-
ing it, “I'm proud to be a
vegetarian. My plate is
free from tears, cruelty,

and guilt.”

Swara responded
by quote-tweeting the
blogger, expressing

her opinion, and stat-
ing that she doesn’t
understand the “smug
self-righteousness of
vegetarians.”

The actress pointed
out that no food is
entirely cruelty-free,
including dairy prod-
ucts.

Swara wrote: “Honest-
ly... I don’t understand
this smug self-righ-
teousness of vegetar-
ians. Your entire diet is
made up of denying the
calf its mother’s milk...
forcibly impregnating
cows, then separat-
ing them from their
babies and stealing
their milk. You eat root

vegetables? That kills
the whole plant! Please
relax with the virtue sig-
nalling just because it’s
Bakr Eid.”

Swara often finds her-
self embroiled in con-
troversies due to her
outspoken behaviour.
The actress is married
to politician and activist
Fahad Ahmad.

boy copes W|th it and
becomes an internation-
ally acclaimed athlete.

Neerja

Directed by Ram
Madhvani and starring
Sonam Kapoor and Sha-
bana Azmi, this 2016
film follows the life and

:N\ﬂ\\

the her0|c death of the
Chandigarh-born flight
purser Neerja Bhanot,
who was posthumous-
ly honoured with the
Ashoka Chakra.

Soorma

The 2018 film revolves
around Arjuna awardee

Sandeep Singh, who
led the hockey team of
India. Sandeep acci-
dently got injured by a
gunshot and became
wheelchair-bound for
almost a year.

But through sheer
dedication , he made his

way back in the national
team. Diljit Dosanjh
plays Sandeep in this
Shaad Ali-directorial.

Sarbijit

It stars Randeep
Hooda in the titular role
of Sarabjit Singh. Direct-
ed by Omung Kumar, it
narrates the true story
of an Indian farmer, who
crossed the Indo-Pak
border in an intoxicated
state in 1990 and was
subsequently convicted
by Pakistani authorities.

Harjeeta

The film chronicles the
passionate tale of Indian
hockey player Harjeet
Singh and brings out
about his incredible jour-
ney from being a truck
driver to the captain of
the Indian Hockey Team.
Ammy Virk plays the
protagonist in this Vicky
Kumar Arora-helmed
biopic.

Sajjan Singh Rangroot

Another Diljit-starrer
film, it puts forth the

story of Sikh soldier
Sajjan Singh Rangroot,
who fought in the British
Indian Army against the
Germans in World War I.

Manto

With Nawazuddin Sid-
diqui in the titular role,
this 2018 Nandita Das
directorial is based on
the life of Saadat Hasan
Manto, who was born in
Ludhiana and was active
both in British India and
Pakistan. It received
international recognition
atthe 2018 Cannes Film
Festival.

Amar Singh Chamkila

It is based on Pun-
jabi singer Amar Singh
Chamkila.

The biopic explores
both the fame and run-in
with controversies that
Chamkila experienced in
his lifetime and also the
tragic assassination that
followed.

This Imtiaz Ali-direc-
torial has Diljit dosanjh
playing the lead role.

Punjabi cinema getting good recognition in
the country: Ammy Virk

Punjabi singer and
actor Ammy Virk says
the representation of
Punjab and its people
is changing for the
better in cinema and
pop culture, whether
it’s the success of a film
like ‘Amar Singh Cham-
kila’ or the international
popularity of an artist
like Diljit Dosanjh.

Through web series
like ‘CAT’, ‘Kohrra’,
‘Tabbar’, and ‘Chamak’
and most recently,
‘Amar Singh Chamkila’,
fronted by Dosanjh,
many filmmakers have
trained their lens at
Punjab or the stories set
in the state.

Virk, who stars in the
new film ‘Kudi Hary-
ane Val Di’ with Sonam
Bajwa and Ajay Hooda,
said he hopes content
from Punjab continues
to gain popularity across
India.

“It's a good thing (the
increased representa-
tion of Punjab in con-
tent). Earlier, Punjabis
were depicted as funny

Allu Arjun’s ‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’ to

now release on December 6

Allu Arjun’s much-
awaited movie “Pushpa
2: The Rule” has a new
release date and will
now hit the theatres
worldwide on Decem-
ber 6, the makers have
announced.

Directed by Sukumar,
“Pushpa 2: The Rule”
is a sequel to Arjun’s
“Pushpa 1: The Rise”,
which had turned out to
be a huge blockbuster
in the country after its
release in December
2021.

In a post on X on
Monday evening, pro-
duction banner Mythri
Movie Makers shared
the new release date of
the movie, which was
earlier slated for come in
cinemas on August 15.

“We intend to give
you the best. The wait
increases for a memo-
rable experience on the
big screens. #Push-
pa2TheRule Grand
release worldwide on
6th DECEMBER 2024.
His rule will be phenom-
enal.

His rule will be unprec-
edented,” the studio
posted along with a
brand new poster.

Mythri Movie Makers
also released a state-
ment, explaining the
reason behind postpon-
ing the release of the
film.

“Pushpa 2: The Rule’
is one of the most antici-
pated Indian films. Fol-
lowing the immense
success of Pushpa: The
Rise, our responsibility
to deliver excellence has
increased significantly.
We have been tirelessly
working to complete the
movie and release it on
time.

“However, due to the
remaining shoot and
subsequent post-pro-
duction work, we will not
be releasing the film on
August 15th, 2024,” the
studio.

The company said the
decision was made in
the best interests of the
“film, the audience, and
all stakeholders”.

“Our goal is to provide
a memorable experi-
ence on the big screen
without compromising
quality,” the statement
added.

The studio has so far
released a teaser of the
film as well as two songs

— “Pushpa Pushpa”
and “Sooseki” -- and it
said the “overwhelm-
ing response” across
all languages has been
“heartening”.

“We promise to deliv-
er a film that you will
truly love. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to
the audiences and our
partners worldwide for
their unwavering sup-
port. The media and
film industries have also
been incredibly support-
ive.

“Pushpa 2: The Rule’
will now be released
worldwide on Decem-
ber 6th, 2024. We are
committed to giving
you the best, and you
will see only the best in
cinemas,” the statement

concluded.

Also starring Rashmi-
ka Mandanna, “Pushpa:
The Rise” depicted
the rise of a low wage
labourer (Arjun) in the
smuggling syndicate of
red sandalwood, a rare
wood that grows only
in the Seshachalam
Hills of Andhra Pradesh
state.

The first part had set
up a clash between
Arjun’s titular charac-
ter and Malayalam star
Fahadh Faasil’'s menac-
ing inspector Bhanwar
Singh Shekhawat.

“Pushpa 2: The Rule”
is produced by Naveen
Yerneni and Y Ravi
Shankar of Mythri Movie
Makers in association
with Sukumar Writings.

t
characters, whether
it was Bollywood or
Punjabi films... Now in
Mumbai, if they want a
Punjabi character, they
try to bring an artist from

Punjab...

“Our Punjabi cinemais
growing day by day. It's
also getting good recog-
nition in India. We hope
more people see us,

our culture, our people
and the entire flavour of
Punjab spreads across
the world,” Virk told
agency in an interview
here.

The singer said some-
one else was supposed
to do ‘Amar Singh
Chamkila’ but when
Dosanjh boarded the
Imtiaz Ali directorial, he
did a great job both as
an actor and musician.

“Right now, Diljit paaji
is international. In anoth-
er two-three years, not
just in India, he will be
the biggest artist of Asia,
because it is a huge
thing that 50-60 thou-
sand people are turn-
ing up for your concerts
in Canada,” Virk said,
referring to the ongoing
North American leg of
Dosanjh’s ‘Dil-Luminati
Tour’.

Bajwa, known for films
such as ‘Sardaar Ji 2,
‘Carry on Jatta 2’ and
‘Honsla Rakh’, said
Punjabi characters have
always been an impor-
tant part of Bollywood

through the cinema
backed by production
banner Yash Raj Films.

The actor said audi-
ences too have been
accepting the Punjabi
culture, particularly its
music, which is popular
across the country.

“(But) this barrier of
language, the line is
blurring. Now because
of OTT, so many sto-
ries are coming out
and people are loving
it. There are series like
‘Kohrra’, which was
fully Punjabi. A lot of
people have watched it
although there were no
big actors. It's all about
the story getting accept-
ed beyond the language
which is happening and
is a very good thing.

“It is a proud thing that
such films, such stories
of Punjab and its music
are coming forward.
There are so many
people whose stories
deserve to be made on
a national level that are
from Punjab,” Bajwa
added.

Did our best to honour the book and
fans: Blake Lively on film adaptation of
‘It Ends With Us’

Actor Blake Lively,
who is set to star in the
big-screen adaptation
of Colleen Hoover’s
book ‘It Ends With Us’,
says fans of the source
material won’t be disap-
pointed with the upcom-
ing film.

In ‘It Ends With Us’,
Lively stars opposite
Justin Baldoni, who has
also directed the film.

“Some people will
always like a book better
than a movie. Some
people like a movie
better than the book,
but | think that we just
did our best to honour
the book and honour the
fans. | think, really make
something that works
even by itself,” Lively
told Entertainment
Tonight in an interview.

The film follows Lily
Bloom (Lively), who
thinks she’s found the
love of her life in Ryle
Kincaid (Baldoni).

“However, after a trou-
bling incident of abuse
reminds her of her dark
past, she must decide if
love alone can carry her
marriage through.

Further complicating
things is the return of
her first love into her life:
a man who she took in
many years prior when
he was homeless,”
according to the official
Synopsis.

Even if someone
hasn’t read the book,
the ‘Gossip Girl’ star
assured them they
would like the film and
vice versa.

“If you don’t know the
book, the movie works.
| don’t think there’s any
way that if you read the
book and you saw the
movie that you wouldn’t
be thrilled. We really
worked hard on that.

“l also believe if you
saw the movie and
then read the book, you
wouldn’t go, ‘Hold on,
this isn’t like (the other).’
You can do either. | think
they’re both really beau-
tiful,” she added.

‘It Ends With Us’ is
slated to be released on
August 9 with Brandon
Sklenar, Alex Neus-
taedter, Isabela Ferrer
and Jenny Slate also
rounding out the cast.
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The body of 31-year-old American paraglider Trevor Bockstahler, missing near Kaza in

Lahaul and Spiti, were brought down from 14,800 feet by the ITBP mountaineers.

NEW DELHI, Jun 18 (Agen-
cies): Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday hailed
the recovery of an American
paraglider’s body by a team
of the ITBP from 14,800 feet
high in the mountains risking
their own lives and said their
dedication to humanity is com-
mendable.

Shah in a post on ‘X’ said
the Indo Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) mountain rescue team
recently undertook a challeng-
ing search operation on the
high mountain cliffs in Lahaul
and Spiti in Himachal Pradesh
and recovered the body of an
American citizen, who lost his

life in an accident while para-

“At the request of the local
administration, @ITBP_official

e ¥ &7
team members risked their
own lives and climbed 14,800
feet high in the mountains to
recover the mortal remains for

a humanitarian cause. Their
dedication to humanity is com-
mendable,” he said.

The home minister said that
he was proud of the “brave Him-
veers”.

The ITBP personnel are also
known ‘Himveers’ or ‘snow war-
riors’.

The body of 31-year-old Amer-
ican paraglider Trevor Bocks-
tahler, missing near Kaza in
Lahaul and Spiti, were brought
down from 14,800 feet by the
ITBP mountaineers on Monday
after one of the most challenging
rescue missions that spanned
more than 48-hours.

Swati Maliwal writes to INDIA Bloc leaders, seeks time to

discuss assault case

NEW DELHI, Jun
18 (Agencies): Rajya
Sabha MP Swati Maliwal
on Tuesday sought time
from INDIA bloc leaders
to discuss the alleged
assault against her by
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s aid Bibhav
Kumar.

In a letter to INDIA
bloc leaders like Rahul
Gandhi and Sharad

Pawar, the Aam Aadmi
Party member com-
plained she was sub-
jected to “victim sham-
ing and character assas-
sination” for speaking up
against the abuse.
“Instead of finding sup-
port, | was confronted
with incessant attacks
on my character and
victim shaming orches-
trated by the leaders

and volunteers of my
own party,” she wrote.

“Over the past one
month, | have encoun-
tered first-hand pain and
isolation a survivor faces
when she fights for jus-
tice. | would like to seek
your time to discuss this
pertinent issue,” she
added.

Maliwal posted the
letters addressed to

Ry

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and national
president Sharad Pawar
on X. “I have worked
on the ground for the
last 18 years and have
heard 1.7 lakh cases in
the Women’s Commis-
sion in 9 years. With-
out fearing anyone and
bowing down to anyone,
| have made the Wom-
en’s Commission stand

in a very high position.
But it is very sad that
first | was beaten badly
at the Chief Minister’s
house, then my charac-
ter was defamed. Today,
| have written a letter to
all the big leaders of the
INDIA alliance regarding
this matter. | have asked
for an appointment with
everyone,” she wrote
alongside the post.

After Verdict 2024, Modi 3.0

will struggle to survive: Rahul

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi has
described the outcome
of the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections as a “tectonic
shift” in Indian politics,
claiming that the Modi
government will strug-
gle to survive after fail-
ing to secure a majority.

In an interview with
agency, Gandhi said,
“The space in the
Indian political system
has been blown open.
A tectonic shift has
taken place in Indian
politics. The numbers
are such that they are
very fragile, and the
smallest disturbance
can drop the govern-
ment.”

In the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, the opposition
INDIA bloc beat expec-
tations by winning 234
of 543 seats, powered

- Gandht’s big claim
1

by strong showing in the
bellwether state of Uttar
Pradesh. Congress also
delivered its best perfor-
mance in 15 years by
bagging 99 seats. The
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance won 293
seats and secured a
third term, but the saf-
fron party, with 240
seats, failed to get the
magic number.

Gandhi claimed there
was “great discontent”
within Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s camp
and hinted at possible
defections. “There are
people who are in touch
with us from within it,”
he stated, without going
into specifics. “Basically,
one ally has to turn the
other way,” he added.

The Gandhi scion
characterised the 2024
election results as a
mandate against the

BJP’s divisive politics.
“The idea that you can
spread hatred, you can
spread anger and you
can reap benefits of
that — the Indian people
have rejected it in this
election,” he said.

During the campaign,
PM Modi referred to the
Muslim community as
“infiltrators” and alleged
that a Congress-led
government would give
away employment and
quotas set aside for the
marginalised. The INDIA
bloc, however, won
votes among Dalits by
playing on fears that the
BJP would use a bigger
majority to amend the
constitution and deprive
them of benefits.

This showed that what
worked for PM Modi
and the BJP in 2014
and 2019 is not work-
ing any more, claimed
Gandhi. “The party that
spent the last 10 years
talking about Ayodhya
has been wiped out in
Ayodhya,” he said.

“Essentially what has
happened is that the
basic architecture of
BJP — the idea of cre-
ating religious hatred —
that has collapsed,” he
stated.

Indore Girl, 13, Waiting
For School Bus, Runs Up 14
Floors, Jumps: Police

INDORE, Jun 18
(Agencies): A 13-year-
old girl died allegedly
by suicide by jumping
from the 14th floor of
a residential building
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore today, police
said.

The Class 7 student
had left her home to
head to school in the
morning, an official
said.

“The girl’s father came
to drop her to the school
bus, but returned home
before the bus arrived.
As soon as her father

left, she took the lift of a
residential building and
jumped from the 14th
floor,” Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Amarendra Singh said.

The CCTV footage
of the premises was
examined and the case
appears to be a suicide,

he said, adding that the
reason for the extreme
step is yet to be ascer-
tained.

“No suicide note was
found in the girl’s clothes
and school bag. We will
thoroughly investigate
the case,” Mr Singh
said.

“Why Did You Do This To Me?” Man Kills Ex

MUMBAI, Jun 18 (Agen-
cies): A 20-year-old man beat
his ex-girlfriend to death with
a spanner on a busy road near
Mumbai this morning, surround-
ed by a crowd that did nothing to
stop him. Rohit Yadav, suspect-
ing that his ex Aarti Yadav had
moved on to a new relationship,
chased her with the spanner
and rained blows on her until
she fell dead, reveals a chilling
CCTV video from Vasai.

Police say the incident took
place at around 8:30 am in
Vasai's East Chinchpada area
when Aarti Yadav was heading
to work.

Extremely disturbing security
footage shows Aarti walking on
a road full of pedestrians when

With Huge Spanner Near Mumbai

Rohit Yadav, runs up behind her
and strikes her on the head with
a spanner. The force of the blow
makes her drop to the ground.
As she attempts to lift her head,
her ex strikes her 15 times on

the head, mercilessly hitting her
until her body goes limp.

A man is seen trying to stop
Rohit, who pushes him away
and threatens him with the
spanner. The man backs off,

and no one else attempts to
stop the frenzied attack.

In another video recorded
by an onlooker, Rohit is seen
standing over the woman’s
body, holding the spanner. He
bends down to grab her face
and begins talking to the corpse.
“Why did you do this to me, why
did you do this?” he screams in
Hindi, before striking her once
more. He then tosses aside the
bloodied spanner and walks off
into the crowd.

Police say Rohit Yadav has
been arrested and will be
charged with murder. He had
been upset since Aarti had
ended their relationship and
suspected that she had found
someone else, they added.

‘Even if there is 0.001% negligence, it should be dealt
with’: Supreme Court tells NTA over NEET row

Top court says the NTA and Centre would file their responses on fresh petitions within two weeks

NEW DELHI, Jun
18 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Tuesday said even if
there was “0.001 per
cent negligence” on the
part of anyone in the
conduct of the NEET-
UG 2024 examination,
it should be thoroughly
dealt with.

Observing that stu-
dents have to labour
hard while preparing for
these examinations, the
apex court said the liti-
gation pertaining to the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (Under-
graduate)-2024 exami-
nation ought not be
treated as adversarial.

“Even if there is 0.001
per cent negligence on
the part of anyone, it
should be thoroughly
dealt with,” a vaca-
tion bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and SVN
Bhatti told the advocates
appearing for the Centre
and the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

The NTA conducts the
all India pre-medical
entrance test.

The bench was hear-
ing two separate peti-
tions raising grievanc-
es, including on grace

marks given to students
in the examination held
on May 5.

“We all know the
labour which the chil-
dren undergo, espe-
cially in preparing for
these exams,” the bench
said, adding, “Imagine a
person who has played
fraud on the system
becomes a doctor, he is
more deleterious to the
society”.

“Representing an
agency which is respon-
sible for conducting the
examination, you must
stand firm. If there is a
mistake, yes this is a
mistake and this is the
action we are going
to take. At least that
inspires confidence in
your performance,” the
bench told the NTA's
counsel.

Stressing on timely
action by the authority,
the top court said the
pleas would come up for
hearing on July 8 along
with other pending peti-
tions, including those
which have sought a
direction to conduct the
exam afresh.

It said the NTA and the
Centre would file their
responses on these

fresh petitions within two
weeks.

When one of the advo-
cates appearing for
some petitioners raised
the issue pertaining to
a question asked in the
exam, the bench said,
“They (NTA and Centre)
will respond to it”.

“Let us understand the
purpose of your submis-
sions. In these matters,
we are prepared to sit up
to evening,” it observed.

While hearing separate
petitions raising griev-
ances over the NEET-
UG 2024, the apex
court had last week
sought responses from
the Centre and the NTA
on a plea for a Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) probe into allega-
tions of question paper
leak and other irregulari-
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ties in the exam.

The Centre and the
NTA had on June 13
told the top court that
they had cancelled the
grace marks given to
1,563 candidates who
took the examination for
admission to MBBS and
other such courses.

They will have the
option to either take a
retest or forgo the com-
pensatory marks award-
ed to them for the loss
of time, the Centre had
said.

The examination was
held on May 5 across
4,750 centres and
around 24 lakh candi-
dates took it.

The results were
expected to be declared
on June 14 but were
announced on June 4,
apparently because the

evaluation of the answer
sheets got completed
earlier.

There have been
allegations of question
paper leaks in states like
Bihar and other irregu-
larities in the prestigious
exam.

The allegations have
led to protests in sev-
eral cities and filing
of petitions in several
high courts as also the
Supreme Court. Scores
of students protested in
Delhi on June 10 seek-
ing a probe into alleged
irregularities.

As many as 67 stu-
dents scored a perfect
720, unprecedented in
the NTA’s history, with
six from a centre in
Haryana’s Faridabad
figuring in the list, rais-
ing suspicions about
irregularities. It has
been alleged that grace
marks contributed to 67
students sharing the top
rank.

The NEET-UG exami-
nation is conducted by
the NTA for admissions
to MBBS, BDS, AYUSH
and other related
courses in government
and private institutions
across the country.

10 days after Raipur cattle
transporter attack, lone
survivor dies; no arrests yet

RAIPUR, Jun 18
(Agencies): A 25-year-
old man, who was
critically injured in an
alleged mob attack
wherein two cattle
transporters were killed
earlier this month, died
in a hospital on Tues-
day, police said.

Two cattle transport-
ers, Guddu Khan (35)
and Chand Miya Khan
(23) died under suspi-
cious circumstances on
June 7 after being alleg-
edly chased by a mob in
the Arnag police station
area of Chhattisgarh’s
Raipur district. Saddam
Qureshi was seriously
injured and was hospi-
talized.

On Monday, Qureshi
was shifted to the gov-
ernment-run DKS Super
Specialty Hospital from

Shri Balaji Super Spe-
cialty Hospital, a pri-
vate medical facility in
Raipur, where he had
been on ventilator sup-
port since the incident.
He died at the DKS
Hospital on Tuesday,
his cousin Shoheb Khan
told agency.

Raipur Additional
Superintendent of
Police (rural), Kirtan
Rathore, confirmed that
Qureshi died on Tues-
day and said no arrest
has been made in the
case so far.

The three victims, hail-
ing from Uttar Pradesh,
were on June 7 found
below a bridge on the
Mahanadi River in the
Arang area and their
truck with buffaloes was
found on the bridge.

The Arang police then
lodged an FIR against
unidentified persons
under Indian Penal
Code sections 304
(culpable homicide not
amounting to murder),
307 (attempt to murder),
and 34 (common inten-
tion).

As per the FIR, com-
plainant Shoheb Khan
claimed that Chand
informed him over the
phone that when the
trio was heading in the
cattle-laden truck from
neighbouring Mahasa-
mund district towards
Arang, they were
chased by some people
on motorcycles and
other vehicles. After a
tyre of the truck burst,
the persons chasing the
victims started abusing
and thrashing them, it
said. Chand told Shoheb
that he and his two other
associates sustained
injuries and were not in
a position to walk, the
FIR stated.

A 14-member special
team headed by Raipur
ASP Rathore has been
formed to conduct a
probe into the case and
trace the accused.
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South Korean snltliers fire warning shots aiter North Thailand passes
- landmark bill recognising

SEQUL, Jun 18 (Agencies):

ing North Korean military activi-

A B o £ .

South Korean soldiers fired
warning shots to repel North
Korean soldiers who tempo-
rarily crossed the rivals’ land
border on Tuesday for the
second time this month, South
Korea’s military said.

The South’s military observed
increased North Korean con-
struction activities along their
heavily armed border to install
suspected anti-tank barriers,
reinforce roads and plant land
mines. The work has gone on
uninterrupted despite several
explosions caused by mines
that killed or injured an unspec-
ified number of North Korean
soldiers, said the South’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

According to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, around 20 to 30 North
Korean soldiers, while engag-
ing in unspecified construction
work on the northern side of
the border, briefly crossed the
military demarcation line that
bisects the countries as of 8:30
am.

It said the North Korean sol-
diers retreated after the South
broadcasts warnings and fired

warning shots and the South s

military didn’t spot any suspi-
cious activity after that.

The South also fired warning
shots on June 11 after another
group of North Korean soldiers
briefly crossed the MDL. The
Joint Chiefs of Staff said that
Tuesday’s incident occurred in
a different area along the central
frontline region. It said it doesn’t
believe the North Korean sol-
diers intruded the border inten-
tionally and that the North did
not return fire.

The South’s military has said
the border area is dense with

overgrown trees and plants that

may have obscured the vis-
ibility of North Korean soldiers
and caused them to cross the
border.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff said
it suspects North Korea will
expand its border construction
activities, which started around
April and is possibly aimed
at making it harder for North
Korean civilians or soldiers to
defect to the South as Pyong-
yang’s leadership attempts to
strengthen its control over its
people.

“Our military is closely monitor-

ties in the frontline area while
guarding against accidental situ-
ations,” the Joint Chiefs of Staff
said in a statement.

The border intrusions come as
tensions rise between the war-
divided rivals, who in recent
weeks have engaged in Cold
War-style psychological warfare
and made it clear they are no
longer bound by their landmark
military agreement in 2018 to
reduce tensions.

The Koreas’ heavily fortified
border, referred to as the Demili-
tarized Zone, has occasionally
been a site of bloodshed and
violent confrontations between
the rivals. The military demar-
cation line marks the border
between the two Koreas within
the DMZ, which is 248 kilo-
meters (154 miles) long and
4 kilometers (2.5 miles) wide.
The zone is strewn with an esti-
mated 2 million mines and also
guarded by barbed wire fences,
tank traps and combat troops
on both sides. It's a legacy of
the 1950-53 Korean War, which
ended with an armistice, not a
peace treaty.

marrlage equality

BANKOK, Jun 18 (Agencies): Thai-
land’s Senate passed the final reading
of a marriage equality law on Tues-
day, paving the way for the country
to become the third territory in Asia
to recognise same-sex couples after
Nepal and Taiwan.

The law gained the support of nearly
all upper house lawmakers and will be
sent to the palace for royal approval.
The law will come into force 120 days
afteritis published in the royal gazette.

LGBTQ+ advocates called the move
a “monumental step forward” as it
would make Thailand the first country
in Southeast Asia to enact marriage
equality legislation.

Thailand is already known for its

vibrant LGBTQ+ culture and tolerance,
making it a popular destination for tour-
ists. “This would underscore Thailand’s
leadership in the region in promoting
human rights and gender equality,” the
Civil Society Commission of marriage
equality, activists and LGBTI+ couples
said.

The bill is the culmination more than
a decade of effort from activists and
politicians, after previous drafts did not
reach the parliament.

At the start of June, thousands of
LGBTQ+ revellers and activists held
a parade through the streets of Bang-
kok and were joined by Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin, who wore a rainbow
shirt to celebrate Pride Month.

France’s Macron calls for
lifting of barricades in
New Caledonia

Caledonian pro-independence movements had already considered

reform dead

PARIS, Jun 18
(Agencies): President
Emmanuel Macron
Tuesday called on
residents of the French
Pacific territory of New
Caledonia to dismantle
barricades after weeks
of unrest, adding the sit-
uation remained “unac-
ceptable.”

In a public appeal,
Macron called for “the
firm and definitive lift-
ing of all blockades”
and “the condemnation
of violence.”

New Caledonia, which
is located between
Australia and Fiji, has
been ruled from Paris
since the 19th century
but many indigenous
Kanaks want greater
autonomy or indepen-
dence.

Riots broke out in mid-
May after anger over
voting reform spilled
into weeks of deadly
protests.

French authorities
insist Noumea, the
capital of New Caledo-
nia, is back under their
control, although barri-
cades remain and pro-
independence demon-
strators have said they
are determined to stay
in the streets.

given Macron’s call for sna

In a sign of a slow
return to normality after
five weeks of unrest,
schools reopened
on Monday, as did
Noumea'’s international
airport.

Last week Macron
announced that the con-
troversial voting reform
would be “suspended”
in light of upcoming
snap parliamentary
polls in France.

In the letter published
by local media in New
Caledonia, Macron
called for dialogue and
patience.

“It always takes longer
to build than to destroy,”
he wrote.

The French presi-
dent said the situation
“remains unaccept-
able, and those who

elections.

encouraged it will have
to answer for their
actions.”

Caledonian pro-inde-
pendence movements
had already consid-
ered reform dead given
Macron’s call for snap
elections.

Macron has called
the snap parliamentary
elections three years
early in a dramatic
gamble to shake up
politics in France after
the far right trounced
his centrist camp in EU
elections.

With the first round of
voting set to take place
on June 30, polls have
underlined fears that
his alliance risks being
squeezed by new coali-
tions on the left and
right.

Israel Hamas war: Gaza rescuers report
deadly strikes although clashes slow for Eid

PALESTINIAN TER-
RITORIES, Jun 18
(Agencies): Israeli
strikes on Tuesday
killed at least 13 people
in central Gaza, the
civil defence agency in
the Hamas-run territory
said, although fighting
has largely subsided as
Muslims mark Eid al-
Adha.

An lIsraeli announce-
ment at the weekend
of a daily “pause” of
military activity to facili-
tate aid flows coincided
with the Muslim holiday
and has brought rela-
tive calm to parts of the
besieged Gaza Strip
after more than eight
months of war.

In Jerusalem on
Monday, thousands
of Israelis protested
against Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu'’s
government over its
failure to negotiate the
release of scores of
hostages still held in
the Palestinian territory
since Hamas’s October
7 attack.

Demonstrators rallied
outside the parliament
and near Netanyahu’s
residence, demand-
ing early elections and
chanting “All of them!
Now!” calling for the
hostages’ release, as
US, Qatari and Egyp-
tian mediation efforts
towards a truce deal
have stalled for months.

“We need to shut down
the country in order to
make the government
fall,” said Yaacov Godo,
whose son Tom was
killed during the Hamas
attack, at the start of
what activists describe
as a week of anti-gov-
ernment action across
the country.

The war should have
stopped “a long time
ago”, and the return of
the captives would “end
this story”, Godo said.

Israeli media said
another rally was
planned in front of the
parliament building late
Tuesday.

In central Gaza, wit-
nesses reported gunfire
and artillery shelling
near Nuseirat refugee
camp, where the civil
defence agency said at
least 13 people died in
two separate strikes on
a family home and on a
commercial building.

Witnesses and the
Hamas government
media office said there

Stop the War!
Palestinian Lives

Matter!

were some strikes and
fighting elsewhere in
northern and central
Gaza.

An agency correspon-
dent reported Israeli
strikes near Gaza
City, though the vio-
lence appears to have
decreased in intensity in
recent days.

In Rafah, where the
Israeli military has said
it would pause fighting
along a key route in the
city’s east, witnesses
saw Israeli military vehi-
cles and reported shell-
ing in other areas.

‘Tactical pause’

The unprecedented
October 7 attack by
Palestinian militants on
southern Israel that trig-
gered the war resulted
in the deaths of 1,194
people, mostly civilians,
according to an agency
tally based on Israeli
official figures.

The militants also
seized 251 hostages.
Of these, 116 remain in
Gaza, although the army

says 41 are dead.

Israel’s retaliatory
offensive aimed at elimi-
nating Hamas has killed
atleast 37,347 people in
Gaza, also mostly civil-
ians, according to the
territory’s health minis-
try.

The United Nations
says aid access to Gaza
has been severely hin-
dered by factors includ-
ing insecurity, the clos-
ing of crossing points to
the territory, and Israeli
procedural delays.

The vital Rafah cross-
ing with Egypt has been
shut since Israeli forces
seized its Palestinian
side in early May.

“The idea behind the
tactical pause in gener-
al is to allow for the UN
to collect and distribute
more aid,” said Shimon
Freedman, spokesman
for COGAT, the Israeli
defence ministry body
overseeing Palestinian
civilian affairs, at Kerem
Shalom crossing near
Rafah.

Displaced Palestin-
ian Ali Hassan, shelter-
ing in a tent in central
Gaza’s Deir al-Balah,
told agency that “Eid al-
Adha this year is not like
previous holidays.”

“There is no meat or
sacrificial animals, we
don’t even have clothes
for the children,” he said.

Hostages ‘alive’

In a message for Eid

al-Adha, US President
Joe Biden has called for
the implementation of a
ceasefire plan he out-
lined last month, saying
it was “the best way to
end the violence”.

Biden’'s proposal,
which he has described
as Israeli, would bring
an initial six-week pause
to fighting and Hamas
would free hostages in
exchange for the release
of Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel.

An lIsraeli negotiator
told agency that tens of
hostages “are alive with
certainty”, stressing that
Israel could not commit
to ending the war until
all the captives were
released.

The Israeli official,
requesting anonymity
to discuss the negotia-
tions, said Israel had
approved Biden’s plan
though Netanyahu has
not endorsed in publicly.

Hamas has insisted
on the complete with-
drawal of Israeli forces
and a permanent
ceasefire. Netanyahu'’s
far-right coalition part-
ners strongly oppose a
ceasefire.

Meanwhile, US envoy
Amos Hochstein was in
the region for talks with
top Israeli and Leba-
nese official to press
for de-escalation in
border clashes involving
Hamas ally Hezbollah.

Vladimir Putin is set to arrive in the isolated North, which is under successive rounds of United Nations sanctions over Kim’s banned
weapons programs, late Tuesday for his first visit since 2000.

SEOUL, Jun 18
(Agencies): Russian
President Vladimir Putin
on Tuesday praised
North Korea for “firmly
supporting” Moscow’s
war in Ukraine ahead of
his visit to Pyongyang
aimed at boosting ties
between the nuclear-
armed allies.

“We highly appreciate
that the DPRK (North
Korea) is firmly support-
ing the special military
operations of Russia
being conducted in
Ukraine,” Putin wrote in
an article carried by the
official Korean Central
News Agency.

The two countries are
“now actively developing
the many-sided partner-

ship,” Putin wrote, point-
ing to, for example, the
fact that Moscow and
Kim Jong Un’s regime
have been “maintaining
the common line and
stand at the UN.”

Putin is set to arrive
in the isolated North,
which is under succes-
sive rounds of United
Nations sanctions over
Kim’s banned weapons
programs, late Tuesday
for his first visit since
2000.

The trip “will put bilat-
eral cooperation onto
a higher level with our
joint efforts and this will
contribute to develop-
ing reciprocal and equal
cooperation between
Russia and the DPRK,”

the Russian leader
wrote, according to
KCNA.

Historic allies dating
back to North Korea’s
founding after the
second world war,
Moscow and Pyongyang
have drawn ever closer
since Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022,
as Putin has become
increasingly isolated and
is looking for friends,
experts say.

Last year, Kim made
a rare overseas trip on
his bulletproof train to
meet Putin at a Russian
spaceport.

Seoul, Washington and
Kyiv have subsequently
claimed North Korea
is shipping weapons

to Russia for use in its
war in Ukraine, violating
rafts of UN sanctions, in
return for technical help
with its nascent satellite

programme.
North Korea has

denied this, calling the
claim “absurd” -- even
as it thanked Russia
for using its UN veto in
March to effectively end
monitoring of sanctions
violations, just as the UN

experts were starting to
probe alleged arms
transfers.

Kim has also ramped
up weapons testing,
including a flurry of
launches this year of
cruise missiles, which
analysts said North
Korea could be supply-
ing to Russia for use in
Ukraine.

A Pentagon report last
month said Russia was
using North Korean bal-
listic missiles in Ukraine,
citing debris analysis.

- Defence coopera-
tion -

Citing a Kremlin aide,
Russian agencies said
Monday the two leaders
will sign “important doc-
uments” during the visit.

This may include a
“comprehensive strate-
gic partnership treaty”
which will outline future
co-operation and deal
with “security issues”,
Kremlin aide Yuri Ush-
akov was quoted as
saying by state-run Rus-
sian news agencies.

But experts said that
in reality, any new
agreements would be
focused on boosting the
two countries’ defence
cooperation.

“Moscow and Pyong-
yang want to leverage
the perception that their
ties are long term and
increasingly integrated
regarding defense,”
Patrick Cronin, chair for

Asia-Pacific Security at
the Hudson Institute,
told the Yonhap new
agency.

“They may also sug-
gest this relationship is
comprehensive. Cer-
tainly both countries are
facing serious economic
dilemmas. But regard-
less of the words used,
current relations will
focus on defense coop-
eration.”

Putin’s trip to the
North is in reality “two
strongmen with weak
economies basking in
the limelight as leaders
to swap military tech-
nology and subvert the
US-led order,” Cronin
told Yonhap.
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Alarm bells as heatwave pushes up peak demand, Noslowdown in infra spending;
Power Ministry asks utilities to be on high alert  CRISIL sees 38 pe growthiin roads,

renewables and realty over FY25-26

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): AMIDST
A sweltering heatwave
and an expected surge
in agricultural load by
end-June, a key body
of power engineers
employed across state
and central utilities, on
Monday flagged the pos-
sibility of a grid outage in
Punjab that could have a
cascading impact on the
country’s grid, and also
warned that an imminent
surge in demand “may
lead to an unmanageable
power situation”.

Over the last one
month, the northern
region has been witness-
ing a record demand due
to the prevailing heat
conditions. On Monday,
it touched the highest-
ever peak demand of 89
giga watt (1 GW is 1,000
mega watts), which was
successfully met. But
such high demand has
led to power supply cuts
in Lucknow and Meerut,
and also impacted pas-
senger services in Delhi
international airport
Monday afternoon after a
“significant voltage spike
in the grid, reportedly due
to the tripping of a 765KV
line”.

While a surge in domes-
tic consumption load in
the country’s northern
parts are behind the
shortages, the Ministry
of Power spokesperson
told The Indian Express,
“All utilities have been
advised to maintain a

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, June 18:
The three-day National
Convention on Peace and
Harmony, organized by
the National Youth Project
in collaboration with Social
Reform and Charitable
Organisation (SRCO)
concluded on Tuesday at
the Ashiana Complex in
Kishtwar.

The convention, which
began on June 15 to 17,
saw the participation of
more than 32 representa-
tives from various states,
fostering a spirit of unity
and collaboration.

The inauguration cere-
mony was graced by sev-
eral dignitaries including
Chief Judicial Magistrate
(CIM) Kishtwar Mahmud
Anwar Alnasir, Deputy
Commissioner Kishtwar

state of high alert and
minimise forced outage
of equipment.” To meet
demand, the Northern
Region is also import-
ing 25-30 per cent of its
power requirement from
the neighbouring regions,
the spokesperson said.

Alarm bells as heat-
wave pushes up peak
demand, Power Ministry
asks utilities to be on high
alert

The current crisis situa-
tion also brings back into
focus some of the linger-
ing structural issues. A
growing demand-supply
mismatch in India’s power
market, triggered by a
slowdown in the pace of
new capacity addition of
coal-fired power plants
coupled with the lack of
effective storage options
for renewable power has
kept the country’s grid
managers on their toes
over the last three sum-
mers. With soaring tem-
peratures leading to a
surge in power demand,
the failure to augment
baseload capacity is
progressively expos-

Dr. Devansh Yadav, and
Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Kishtwar
Abdul Qayoom. The event
was also attended by Pres-
ident of the Social Reform
and Charitable Organisa-
tion, Sanjeev Parihar;
senior vice President
SRCO Advocate Kuldeep
Sharma along with local
youth, prominent person-
alities from Kishtwar, and
the residents of Ashiana.
The inaugural session
featured insightful dis-
courses on the teach-
ings and youth initiatives
championed by S. N.
Subba Rao, the founder
of the National Youth
Project. The session also
shed light on the philoso-
phies and contributions
of Mahatma Gandhi and
Vinoba Bhave, emphasiz-
ing their roles in promoting
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ing the structural issues
posed by the variability of
renewable energy.

With renewables, elec-
tricity is generated only
when the sun shines or
when the wind blows,
which is not always in
sync with the demand
cycle. As renewables
grow to become a big
chunk of the installed
generation capacity, till
the time that viable stor-
age options are devel-
oped, the grid has no
option but to fall back
on thermal or nuclear for
base load capacity. Con-
sequently, stepping up
thermal, especially coal,
and nuclear generation,
is the only way forward till
the issue of intermittency
in RE (renewable energy)
generation is solved.

Since March 2020, the
country has added about
11,990 MW of thermal
power, while renewables
capacity addition has
been well over 56,000
MW.

Peak shortages, which
happen during certain
hours of the day when

peace and harmony and
mobilizing youth for social
change.

Keynote speakers,
including Ramesh Bhaya,
trustee of Vinoba Seva
Ashram in Bartara, Sha-
hajahanpur; Sh. Ajay
Pandey, advisor to the
National Youth Project;
Suresh Rathi; R. C. Gupta;
Jagdish Chowdhary; and
Sanjay Rai.

Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Devansh Yadav, in
his address, stressed the
importance of involving
Kishtwar’s youth in the
National Youth Project
to channel their energy
towards constructive
endeavors. He under-
scored the potential of
youth in contributing to
the district's development
and emphasized the need
for such initiatives to har-

loads increase, surged
from 1.39 GW in 2018-19
to 8.65 GW in 2022-23,
the year after demand
crashed during the pre-
vious two years due to
Covid-19. In 2023-24, it
dropped to 3.34 GW due
to a cooler than expect-
ed summer caused by
unseasonal rainfall.
While till April end, there
has not been any peak
demand shortage, data
for May-June is not avail-
able.

This year, with peak
demand remaining at
around 250 GW amid
sustained heat waves
pushing up air condition-
ing load, the country’s
grid managers are strug-
gling to keep the grid bal-
anced. Tripping of grid
infrastructure at differ-
ent locations across the
country most likely due
to increased drawal has
further aggravated the
situation.

In its letter to Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann, the AIPEF chair-
man Shailendra Dubey,
said, “While the situation
of power availability and
supply is becoming seri-
ous day by day, neither
the government of India
nor any state government
has initiated steps to con-
trol the power demand.
If the situation continues,
there are fair chances of
grid disturbance.”

Grid disturbances occur
when one or more power
system elements trip due

ness their capabilities
effectively.

Later, a Prabhat Pheri
was organized by rep-
resentatives from the
National Youth Project,
alongside local youths and
residents of Ashiana from
Dak Bungalow to Kokila
Chowk, Kuleed. This was
followed by a cleanliness
drive at Chowgan Ground,
reinforcing the message
of community service and
environmental conscious-
ness.

The convention also
included a meeting at
Asraria Public High School
and in the Sarthal area,
where representatives of
the National Youth Project
engaged with local youth
and prominent individuals
providing valuable oppor-
tunities for dialogue and
the exchange of ideas,

to mismatch in demand
and supply. Usually,
grid disturbances lead
to localised power out-
ages but can also have a
cascading effect on the
entire grid.

The power ministry has
taken several measures
to ensure grid stabil-
ity, including instructing
imported coal-based
thermal plants to operate
at full capacity until Octo-
ber 15 and maintaining
adequate coal stock. It
also instructed idling gas-
based thermal plants to
remain operational until
June-end and allowed
the sale of surplus power
produced from ‘linkage
coal’ in the market, and
said states can tie up
power with other states
having surplus capac-
ity via PUShP (Portal
for Utilisation of Surplus
Power).

According to a retired
official in the power min-
istry, it may not be pos-
sible for renewable power
to plug the gap for declin-
ing thermal generation till
the time viable storage
options are developed.
“The concept of renew-
ables achieving grid-
parity is proving to be a
farce. If the cost of stand-
by thermal power is taken
into account, renewable
power is now almost
twice its cost on paper,”
said the retired official,
who was closely asso-
ciated with the capacity
addition plan.

Convention on Peace and Harmony concludes at Kishtwar

further strengthening the
community’s commitment
to peace and harmony.

State Coordinator NYP/
President Social Reform
and Charitable Organ-
isation Sanjeev Parihar
played a pivotal role in
the successful conduct of
the convention, demon-
strating their dedication
to social upliftment and
youth empowerment.

As the convention
concluded, participants
expressed their appre-
ciation for the enriching
experience and the valu-
able insights gained. The
National Youth Project's
commitment to foster-
ing peace and harmony
through youth engage-
ment was widely acknowl-
edged, setting a positive
precedent for future initia-
tives.
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NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Over the
last few years, the Nar-
endra Modi-led govern-
ment has had a huge
focus on infrastructure-
led investment growth.
Roads, renewable
energy and real estate
have been among the
major focus areas. Over
the next two years, it is
expected that this growth
in investments will con-
tinue to remain strong,
with roads, in particular,
accounting for a major
share of the pie.

Credit ratings agency
CRISIL expects invest-
ments in renewable
energy, roads and real
estate to rise 38 per cent
in financial years 2025
and 2026 compared with
the previous two years
to Rs 15 lakh crore. The
roads sector will account
for 60 per cent of these
investments, while the
balance will be equally
divided between renew-
able energy and real
estate.

"The underlying
demand drivers in these
three sectors remain
strong, with regular
policy interventions fuel-
ling investor interest.
This has also supported
healthy credit risk pro-
files of private players
and strengthened their
execution and funding
capabilities," said Krish-
nan Sitaraman, senior
director and chief ratings
officer, CRISIL Ratings.

Earlier this month, the
Narendra Modi-led NDA
won a third term in the
Lok Sabha, albeit with
a lower majority than
earlier. CRISIL sees no
major impact on govern-
ment spending on infra-
structure.

"We are not taking a

call on any slowdown in
government spending
towards infrastructure.
We believe infrastruc-
ture is going to remain a
very important input for
economic growth. We
are expecting a medi-
um-term growth out-
look of around 6.7-6.8
per cent," said Manish
Gupta, senior director
and deputy chief ratings
officer at CRISIL Rat-
ings.

Strengthened order
books of road develop-
ers, at 2.5 times of rev-
enue, will support 11 per
cent growth in highway
construction, which is
seen at 12,500 km per
year over this finan-
cial year and the next,
according to CRISIL.

However, some mod-
eration in budgetary allo-
cation towards roads is
seen as the government
is keen to attract more
private investments in
this space, Gupta noted.
Amendments in the
build-operate-transfer
(BOT) toll road conces-
sion agreement have
been made to increase
private participation. But,
lenders's willingness to
fund BOT projects and
improvement in traffic
estimation accuracy is
something that will have
to be watched out for, the
ratings agency said.

In renewable energy,
the government has
ambitious targets to have
450 GW installed capac-
ity by 2030. This is driv-
ing up auctions and cre-
ating a strong pipeline.
In the year ended March
2024, India saw auctions
of 35 GW, the highest
ever in a single year,
resulting in a pipeline of
75 GW, CRISIL pointed.
This strong pipeline will

Girls Exclusive: Theatre camp inaugurated at Natrang Jammu
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aid the implementation
of 50 GW of renewable
energy capacity over FY
2025-2026, according
to CRISIL. This com-
pares to 33 GW over FY
2023-2024. Solar rooftop
capacities will further
add to the renewable
capacity.

"For renewables,
higher import duties
have enabled a domes-
tic ecosystem for module
production. This not only
reined in import depen-
dence and price volatili-
ties but also facilitated
better control of the
supply chain. Also, pro-
duction linked incentive
scheme for battery and
solar cells sets a more
sustainable growth
path," it said.

Residential real estate
is another area that has
seen a strong rebound
post-COVID; particularly
demand has surged for
larger and more pre-
mium homes. CRISIL
expects housing demand
in the top seven cities in
the country to sustain at
8-12 per cent.

On the commercial
real estate side, leasing
demand is expected to
grow 8-10 per cent this
year and the next. IT
(information technology)
and ITeS (IT-enabled
services) companies
have been among the
major drivers for com-
mercial properties. As
hybrid and work-from-
home policies took hold
post-COVID, demand
here slowed. It is slowly
picking up as companies
adopt return-to-office
policies.

More than that, how-
ever, it is the growth in
global capability centres
(GCCs) that is going to
drive up the demand for
quality commercial real
estate. GCCs are eyeing
India's large talent pool
and competitive rentals,
noted CRISIL.

Regular policy inter-
ventions too have helped

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: For the first time
in Jammu a girls exclusive theatre
camp started here today at Natrang
with the lighting of a traditional lamp
by the Director Natrang, Padamshri
Balwant Thakur at Natrang Studio
Theatre. This Summer Theatre camp
is a part of the internship programme
being offered by Natrang in which
very selected girl students from three
major colleges viz GCW Parade, GCW

Gandhinagar and Government MAM
College are participating. Aimed at
the holistic development of the per-
sonalities through the most latest
developed techniques and devices of
theatre, the methodology of this camp
will later be replicated exclusively in all
the colleges. Addressing the partici-
pants, Balwant Thakur dwelt in detail
about the magical power of theatre
and performing arts which have the
immense capacity and capabilities of
transforming a personality. The art of

communication skills, the confidence
of public speaking, the courage to face
and address larger audiences and
mastery of spontaneity in decision
making comes through the practice of
theatre and performing arts. Sharing
his experiences of working in endless
countries abroad, Balwant Thakur said
that theatre in the developed world
is utilised in transforming societies.
Even watching theatre is considered
to be the most sought after high stan-
dard activity of the developed nations

and societies. Creating theatre and
being a part of its creation process is
considered to be the most regarded
and respected activity being done for
the larger welfare of those societies.
Here in Jammu Natrang has destined
and pledged to bring and offer all such
opportunities which amazingly will
bring a new revolution in the educa-
tion system and civic life of Jammu.
The present Theatre Camp will be a
role model and its participants will be
the ambassadors of new change in

Jammu. This is the high-time that we
generate such occasions aimed at
transforming the intellectual health of
Jammu thus making the real Jammu
Smart City. The young artists who are
going to be benefited in this camp
include Deeksha Thakur, Navjot Kour,
Muskhan Manhas, Anshika Choud-
hary, Parul Magotra, Nandini Sharma,
Lovish Mahajan, Bhumika Manhas,
Aparna Singh and Kibriya Gohar. The
camp is being coordinated by Mohd.
Yaseen and Payal Khanna

boost confidence and
demand in the real
estate sector. Recently,
for instance, the Special
Economic Zones (SEZ)
Act was amended, which
allows floor-wise demar-
cating of SEZ areas into
non-SEZ areas. This
should aid faster growth
by attracting a wider
base of tenants, it added.
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A-category terrorist,
Umar Lone eliminated
during joint operation in
Bandipora: Army Com-
mander

media persons.

He said Umar Lone was a wanted terrorist
based on his in the region.

“The elimination of Umar Lone is a sig-
nificant success for the security forces. In
the past few weeks, the Indian Army, JK
Police, and CRPF have maintained high
operational momentum which resulted
in several successful operations and the
elimination of many long-time terrorists,”
the Army commander said.

He said that the security forces have
received immense support from the local
population, and this cooperation will con-
tinue with the same vigor in future as well.

Vigilance intensified

along infiltration routes
in Samha

conducting a census of dhabas on high-
ways, areas surrounding lodgement cen-
tres and langer sites.

Kumar urged all officers to maintain
heightened vigil and coordination during
the Amarnath Yatra, stressing the impor-
tance of close collaboration to counteract
the agenda of anti-national and anti-social
elements.

Drugs come to Punjah
from Gujarat, will end
nexus hetween low-
level police officials and
smuggylers, says Bhag-
want Mann

new personnel will be added to Punjab
Police.
“Punjab had the longest code of conduct

for the Lok Sabha elections, as the polls
were held here in the last phase. All devel-
opment works had stopped in the state, we
could only implement what was allowed by
the ECI,” said the CM.

Mann said that during the election cam-
paign he got the opportunity to be at the
ground zero and get a first-hand account
of the ground reality.

“It opened my eyes to the problems faced
by the public. In order to work on these
issues, | called meetings of all bureaucrats
yesterday and police officers today, and
have given instructions to maintain a good
administration- public interface,” he said.

Cong to hegin strategy
sessions to prepare for
upcoming Assembly
Polls

organisation, K C Venugopal, said in a
post on X.

Meanwhile, Congress’ Andhra Pradesh
unit president Y S Sharmila met Kharge at
his residence on Tuesday.

“We are strongly committed to rein-
vigorate the party organisation in Andhra
Pradesh. Every Congress worker should
work hard and become the voice of the
people,” Kharge said and shared pictures
of the meeting.

Woman heats ex-hoy-
friend to death with
hasehall bat for
opposing affair with
another man

Frustrated, she conspired to murder him.
“She called the victim to meet her on June
15. As soon as he arrived, she had an alter-
cation with him. Chahar and his friends
Atul, Rohit, Sonu and Kavita attacked Bra-
jveer with a baseball bat. They hit him on
the head with the bat and smashed a beer
bottle, killing him and dumping the body
near the Rohta canal,” the DCP said.

Brajveer’s family, estranged due to his
relationship with Kavita, claimed no con-
nection with him and did not come to Agra

to collect the body.

The police registered a case against
Kavita and her accomplices under IPC sec-
tions 302 and 34 (acts done by several per-
sons in furtherance of common intention).

five people sustained injuries when two
bikes bearing registration numbers JKO5K-
1037 and JKO9A-8249 collided. The injured
include riders and pillion riders.

The injured persons have been identified
as Sagqlain Shabir Bhat (23), Tawfeeq Shafi
Bhat (19-20), Farhath Rashid Bhat (18),
Mehraj Ud din Mir and Hazim Mohi-ud-din
Beigh (3), all residents of Harwan, Bungam
Langate, and Zaloora.

According to an official from GMC Hand-
wara, all injured individuals were trans-
ported to District Hospital Handwara for
medical care.

Hazim was referred to Barzulla Hospital,
Srinagar due to a suspected fracture, while
Mehraj Ud din Mir was referred to SMHS
Hospital for further treatment, the official
added.
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India largest market for Nestle's Maggi
worldwide, 2nd biggest for KitKat

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): India has
become the Ilargest
market for Nestle globally
for its instant noodles and
soup brand Maggi and the
second largest for choco-
late wafer brand KitKat,
according to the latest
annual report of its local
subsidiary. Besides, the
India market with a high
double-digit growth has
become one of the fast-
est growing markets for
Nestle, it added.

“Penetration, premiumi-
sation and innovation,
combined with disci-
plined resource alloca-
tion, have been key in
driving business, making
your company one of the
fastest growing markets
for Nestle globally,” said
Nestle India’s annual
report for 2023-24.

Nestle, which sells its
popular instant noodles
under brand Maggi and
prepared dishes and
cooking aids here, sold
over six billion servings
of Maggi during FY24,
“making India the largest
Nestle market for Maggi

worldwide,” it said.

Nestle is expanding its
play under brand Maggi
and has launched Oats
Noodle, Korean Noodles
and various masala vari-
ants at an affordable Rs
10.

“The Prepared Dishes
and Cooking Aids busi-
ness recorded a strong
growth momentum. This
was aided by a balance
of product mix, pricing and
volume growth in Maggi
noodles and Maggi Masa-
la-ae-Magic, supported
by strong consumer
engagement and market
presence with media cam-
paigns and attractive con-
sumer activations,” it said.

In confectionary, Nestle
India said it sold 4,200 mil-
lion fingers of KitKat. The
growth was fuelled by the
launch of new products,
expansion of the distribu-
tion network and innova-
tive brand activations.

“KitKat has emerged
as the star performer, by
not only delivering strong
growth but making Nestle
India the second largest
market for the brand glob-
ally,” it said.

In India, brand Maggi
recovered after a five-
month ban on its instant
noodles over allegation
of containing lead beyond
permissible limits.

However, the instant

noodles returned to
market after a relaunch in
November 2015 and later
Nestle India extended the
brand in the food segment
and adjacencies.

Before the crisis, the
brand had over 70 per
cent market share in
the instant noodles seg-
ment, which it still has not
reached as the competi-
tion has intensified in the
segment with arrival of
new players.

Nestle, which is setting
up its tenth Indian factory
in Odisha, reaffirmed the
significance of India as a
market.

“Strengthening this fur-
ther, your company is
poised to invest approxi-
mately Rs 7,500 crore
between 2020 and 2025
to develop new capabili-
ties and expand existing
ones with a sharp focus
on sustained growth and
innovation,” its Chair-
man & Managing Director
Suresh Narayanan said
while addressing share-
holders in the report.

The company is focus-
sing on innovations and

in the past eight years, it
has launched over 140
products. A significant
portion of sales in 2023
was attributed to innova-
tive products.

According to Naray-
anan, plant-based prod-
ucts present a significant
opportunity for Nestle
India, which has been
operating here for 112
years. It is also expand-
ing its presence and
through RUrban journey
its direct coverage has
gone beyond two lakh
villages.

Nestle India recently
announced to continue to
pay royalty to its parent
company at the existing
rate of 4.5 per cent of net
sales after a proposal to
hike it was rejected by
shareholders.

The company’s board
approved the continua-
tion of payment of gen-
eral licence fees (royalty)
at the rate of 4.5 per cent
to Societe des Produits
Nestle SA (licensor) and
recommended to the
members of the company
for their approval.

Sensex, Nifty hit all-time
high levels in early trade

MUMBAI, Jun18(Agen-
cies): Benchmark equity
indices Sensex and Nifty
hit their new all-time high
levels in early trade on
Tuesday helped by firm
trends in global markets,
buying in IT stocks and
fresh foreign fund inflows.

Rising for the fourth
straight session, the
30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 334.03 points to
hit its fresh lifetime peak
of 77,326.80. The NSE
Nifty went up by 108.25
points to hit its new all-
time high of 23,573.85.

Among the 30 Sensex
companies, Wipro, Titan,

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
Bharti Airtel and Hindu-
stan Unilever were the
biggest gainers.

Maruti, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank were among
the laggards.

In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo and Shang-
hai were trading in the
positive territory while
Hong Kong quoted lower.

US markets ended
higher on Monday.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (Flls) bought
equities worth Rs
2,175.86 crore on Friday,

according to exchange
data.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude declined 0.15
per cent to USD 84.12 a
barrel.

Equity markets were
closed on Monday on
account of Eid-ul-Adha.

Rising for the third
straight session, the
BSE benchmark climbed
181.87 points or 0.24
per cent to settle at a
new closing peak of
76,992.77 on Friday. The
Nifty rallied 66.70 points
or 0.29 per cent to hit a
record closing high of
23,465.60.

Coal India exploring lithium assetsin Hyundai has the same fear like Tata Motors &
Mahindra about petrol, diesel cars

@& HYL'NDA

Argentina with U.S.

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): State-run
Coal India Ltd is exploring
lithium blocks in Argentina
along with a U.S. compa-
ny to secure supplies of
the battery material, an
Indian source with direct
knowledge said on Tues-
day.

The efforts are part
of India’s membership
under the U.S.-led Miner-
als Security Partnership
(MSP), which New Delhi
joined last year to ensure
adequate supplies of min-
erals to meet zero-carbon
goals.

India and the United
States said on Monday
they were co-investing in
a lithium resource project
in South America and a
rare earths deposit in
Africa to diversify critical
minerals supply chains.

India has been in talks
with several countries,
including the U.S., to col-
laborate in lithium pro-
cessing and avoid relying
on China, Reuters had
reported.

“Coal India has come

forward for the Kachi
block in Argentina in
which a U.S. company
and two other countries
are interested to explore
under the MSP,” the
source said, declining to
be identified due to the
sensitive nature of dis-
cussions.

Preliminary studies are
being conducted, the
source added.

In February, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken said on a trip to
Argentina that the U.S.
was exploring investment

.

opportunities in critical
minerals, especially lith-
ium.

Coal India and India’s
federal Ministry of Mines
did not immediately
respond to Reuters’
emails for comments.

Under the minerals
partnership, which India
had joined last year,
New Delhi was invited to
participate in 20-25 criti-
cal minerals projects, of
which four have been
identified by the Indian
government, with two of
these are in collaboration

company

with the U.S., the source
said.

The second project is in
the Kangankunde block in
Malawi, the source said,
which is being explored
by India’s state-owned
IREL (India) Ltd for rare
earths.

IREL did not immediate-
ly respond to a Reuters
email seeking comments.

The Indian government
has also asked miners to
explore critical minerals in
Australia’s Dubbo region,
the source said.

India had also proposed
a critical minerals trade
deal with U.S., which
would prohibit imposition
of tariffs on both countries
by each other and would
be similar to a pact U.S.
has with Japan that grants
Japanese automakers
wider access to U.S. elec-
trical vehicles tax credit,
the source said.

However, the U.S. is
in talks with India for a
bilateral Critical Minerals
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU), both
countries said on Monday.

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): Hyundai
has joined Indian car
manufacturers Tata
Motors and Mahindra &
Mahindra in opposing
any tax breaks for hybrid
vehicles, suggesting that
such measures could dis-
rupt the market for petrol
and diesel cars.

Japanese carmak-
ers like Maruti Suzuki,
Toyota, and Honda are
advocating for lower
taxes on strong hybrids,
arguing that the technol-
ogy reduces emissions
and improves fuel effi-
ciency.

In regulatory docu-
ments filed with Sebi
ahead of its initial public
offering, Hyundai stated,
“...with the objective to
address climate issues,
govt of India proposes
to reduce GST on hybrid
passenger vehicles to
5% and 12% on flex
engines, while the GST
on diesel and petrol
vehicles is proposed to
remain at 28%... In the

Google launches Gemini mobile app in India,
available in 9 Indian languages

NEW DELHI, Jun 18
(Agencies): American
technology major Google
on Tuesday launched the
company’s Al assistant
the Gemini app in India.
Both the Gemini app and
Gemini Advanced, which
gives users access to
Google’s Al models, will
now be available in nine
Indian languages: Hindi,
Bengali, Gujarati, Kanna-
da, Malayalam, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, and Urdu.

Google chief executive
Sundar Pichai on micro-
blogging site X (formerly
Twitter) posted, “Excit-
ing news! Today, we're
launching the Gemini
mobile app in India, avail-
able in English and nine
Indian languages. We're
also adding these local
languages to Gemini
Advanced, plus other new
features, and launching
Gemini in Google Mes-
sages in English.”

Elevate Your Tech
Prowess with High-Value
Skill Courses

New features in Gemini
Advanced include new
data analysis capabilities
and file uploads, and the
ability to chat with Gemini
in Google Messages,
starting in English.

The app allows you
to type, talk, or add an
image to get assistance.

e
Gemini

For example, one can
take a picture of a flat
tire for instructions on
how to change it. On
iOS, however, Gemini
access is rolling out from
the Google app over the
next few weeks.

Amar Subramanya,
vice president, engi-
neering, Gemini expe-
riences, in a blog post
said, “Gemini has had
an exciting first year in
India. We've been thrilled
to see how people across
the country are using it
to collaborate with Al
in diverse ways — be it
for schoolwork, coding,
or creative exploration.
From students to devel-
opers and many other
curious minds, people
in India are embracing

Gemini’s capabilities to
enhance their productiv-
ity, learning, and creativ-
ity in everyday life.”

Now, whether one
needs to plan a game
night, create a recipe with
specific ingredients, or
craft a social media cap-
tion, Gemini is available
on the go.

To access Gemini on
Android, one can down-
load the Gemini app or
opt-in through Google
Assistant. One can then
use Gemini by corner
swiping, hitting the power
button on select phones,
or saying “Hey Google.”

This enables a new
overlay experience with
easy access to Gemini
and contextual help on
the screen. Many voice

features in Google
Assistant will be avail-
able through the Gemini
app — including setting
timers, making calls and
setting reminders.

Google is bringing
Gemini 1.5 Pro, its most
advanced model, to
Gemini Advanced in the
above mentioned nine
Indian languages.

With a one million
token context window,
Gemini Advanced now
has the longest context
of any widely available
consumer chatbot world-
wide. This allows it to pro-
cess and understand vast
amounts of information,
from lengthy documents
(up to 1,500 pages) and
emails to even hours
of video and extensive
codebases in the near
future.

This expanded capacity
unlocks new features for
Gemini Advanced such
as document uploads.
One can upload multiple
large documents, up to
1,500-pages total, or
summarise 100 emails.

Gemini Advanced can
then provide quick sum-
maries, personalised
feedback, and action-
able insights, saving
time and boosting pro-
ductivity. Now one can
quickly get answers and

insights about dense
documents, like figuring
out the details of the pet
policy in a rental agree-
ment or comparing key
arguments of multiple
long research papers.
One can also tackle
complex data analy-
sis tasks by uploading
spreadsheets (Google
Sheets, CSVs, Excel).
Gemini Advanced can
now clean, explore, anal-
yse, and visualise data,
transforming it into inter-
active charts and graphs.
So whether it’s figuring
out patterns in expens-
es or the average total
sales of a small business,
Gemini Advanced can act
as a personal data ana-
lyst, uncovering insights
and building custom visu-
alisations on the fly.
Gemini keeps files pri-
vate, and they’re not used
to train its models.
Google is also intro-
ducing Gemini in Google
Messages to for another
way to collaborate with
Gemini on phone. One
can get help drafting
messages, brainstorm-
ing ideas, or planning
events - without leav-
ing the Messages app.
It will be rolling Gemini
in Google Messages in
English to start with, on
select devices.

event such amendment
becomes effective, it
could have an adverse
impact on the sales vol-
umes of our diesel and
petrol vehicles which
could affect our margins,
business, and results of
operations.”

Tata Motors and
Mahindra have stead-
fastly opposed any spe-
cial benefits for hybrids.
According to these com-
panies, only electric

vehicles should benefit
from the 5% GST rate,
arguing that solely “zero
emission vehicles” merit
incentives, not those
offering mere “fuel effi-
ciency improvement
technologies.”

“So, if it's not plugged
into electricity, | don’t
think it qualifies for being
an electric or should be
compared with an EV
technology. The source
of energy for a hybrid

comes from two sources
— regenerative braking
to a small fraction, and
the rest from a gasoline
engine. So, effectively
the source of energy
for hybrids is a gasoline
engine. Comparing a
hybrid with an EV is very
motivated as people feel
that such a comparison
can make hybrids quali-
fy for policies which are
supportive of electrifica-
tion,” Shailesh Chan-
dra, MD of Tata Motors’
Passenger Vehicles and
Electric Mobility Divi-
sions, had told TOI ear-
lier.

Hyundai, Tata Motors,
and Mahindra fear that
a tax concession for
hybrids could negatively
affect their sales and
profitability in the petrol
and diesel segments.

The debate highlights
the tension between pro-
moting cutting-edge fuel
efficiency technologies
and fully electric vehicles
in India’s evolving auto
industry landscape.

India Inc revenue growth may taper
sequentlally in first quarter of FY2025: ICRA

MUMBAI, Jun
(Agencies): Ratlng
agency ICRA has fore-
cast that the sequential
revenue growth for India
Inc is likely to taper in
the first quarter (April-
June) FY2025 amid the
slowdown in government
spending and uncertainty
over monsoon.

“While signs of a reviv-
al in rural demand have
emerged, headwinds
such as a slowdown in
the Government of India’s
(Gol) spending during the
Parliamentary elections
and onset of monsoon
period are likely to weigh
on growth in the first half
of FY2025,” ICRA said.

However, the operat-
ing profit margin (OPM)
will remain steady in the
range of 15-18 per cent,
despite the expected
tapering in revenue
growth, as raw material
costs are expected to
remain steady, it said. As
a result, the credit met-
rics of India Inc in Q1 of
FY2025 are estimated
to remain largely stable
with the interest cover-
age ratio in the range
of 4.7-5.0 times, against
4.9 times in Q4 FY2024,
it said in a report.

“Evolution of the global
economic scenario and
the onset and inten-
sity of the monsoons in

India, would remain a key
monitorable over the near
term,” ICRA said.

Kinjal Shah, Senior Vice
President & Co-Group
Head — Corporate Rat-
ings, ICRA Limited, said:
“The 5.0 per cent YoY
and 6.3 per cent sequen-
tial revenue growth for
Corporate India in Q4
FY2024 was supported
by healthy demand in
consumer-oriented sec-
tors like airlines, hotels,
automotive and FMCG.
In addition, the growth in
power and construction
sectors was strong.”

The YoY revenue
expansion was curtailed
to an extent by a decline
in realisation levels amid
softening input costs
(mainly raw materials),
largely for sectors like
fertilisers and chemi-
cals, which also faced
a demand slowdown
due to channel inventory
destocking. “The growth
is expected to marginally
slow down in Q1 FY2025
(on a QoQ basis), on
a relatively high base,
amidst a perceived tem-
porary pause in the infra-
structural activities for a
major part of Q1 FY2025
due to the general elec-
tions and the dependen-
cy of rural demand on the
monsoon,” Shah said.

Moreover, the con-

cerns of the ongoing
geopolitical tensions may
adversely impact demand
sentiments, especially for
export-oriented sectors,
he said.

ICRA’s analysis of the
Q4 FY2024 performance
of 558 listed companies
(excluding financial
sector entities) revealed
expectedly improved
OPM, increasing by 92
bps to 17.2 per cent on
a YoY basis. This was
primarily aided by the
softening in commod-
ity prices and benefits
of operating leverage.
However, on a sequential
basis, the OPM remained
flat, ICRA said.

Sectors like auto,
power, pharmaceuticals
and metals & mining
reported YoY improve-
ment in OPM on the back
of gradual price hikes
undertaken and softening
of input costs. However,
some others like chemi-
cals and fertilisers report-
ed YoY contraction due to
weak demand for these
sectors. While the input
costs softened in recent
months, they remained
higher compared to
the historic levels, and
accordingly, India Inc.’s
OPM is yet to revive to its
historic highs (18-19 per
cent seen in FY2022),
ICRA said.
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T20 World Cup: Pooran’s explosive 98 take West
Indies to 104-run win over Afghanistan

With both teams assured of a Super 8 berth, it was the two-time champions who

displayed their batting might, amassing a formidable 218 for five, with Pooran
going on a six-hitting spree during his 53-ball 98.

GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA), Jun
18 (Agencies): Nicholas Pooran
displayed his incredible six-
hitting prowess as West Indies
geared up for the Super 8 with
a dominating 104-run win over
Afghanistan in their final Group
C match of the T20 World Cup
here.

With both teams assured of a
Super 8 berth, it was the two-
time champions who displayed
their batting might, amassing
a formidable 218 for five, with
Pooran going on a six-hitting
spree during his 53-ball 98.

It was the highest total for the
West Indies in T20 World Cups.

In reply, Afghanistan suc-
cumbed to scoreboard pres-
sure, managing just 114 in 16.2
overs.

“We knew here will be one of
the better wickets of the com-
petition. After Guyana and Trini-
dad, the batters wanted to come
here and get runs. (Pooran) |
think it is on the back of hard
work. He has had a very good
12 months.

Good to see him score runs
not only in franchise cricket but
also for WI,” West Indies skipper
Rovman Powell said at the post
match presentation ceremony.

Afghanistan had bundled out
their opponents for sub-100
totals in their first three games
but skipper Rashid Khan’s deci-
sion to bowl first here backfired
as Pooran put on a ruthless
display, hitting as many as 8
maximums and 6 fours during

New Zealand beat PNG by 7 wickets

his stay.

Opener Johnson Charles (43),
Shai Hope (25) and Powell (26)
also contributed with the bat as
WI posted the highest total of
this edition of T20 World Cup.

Gulbadin Naib (2/14) was the
top bowler for Afghanistan,
claiming two wickets in his 2
overs.

With the bat, opener Ibrahim
Zadran (38), Azmatullah Omar-
zai (23) and Karim Janat (14)
tried their bit but it proved too
huge a total in the end.

“Don’t think so (this big loss
will affect us). We've achieved
what we wanted - to get Super
Eight. The different pitches
coming up. We’'ll adjust to
them. Good learning this loss
happened at this stage, not in
a do-or-die game. We take the
positives with us, like fielding
and middle-overs bowling,”
Rashid said.

Earlier, West Indies lost
opener Brandon King in the

as Ferguson creates record

TAROUBA, Jun 18

second over but hosts scored
heavily in the first five overs and
the last five overs.

Pooran turned on the heat
in the fourth over, collecting
36-runs off Azmatullah Omar-
zai’s bowling - 6, 5NB, 5WD, 0,
41B, 4, 6, 6. It was the joint most
expensive over in T20ls.

The wicketkeeper batter and
Charles took the hosts to 92/1
at the six-over mark, the biggest
Powerplay total in men’s T20
World Cup history.

“You don’t want to be on 97
and get run-out but it was all
about reaching a respectable
total.

| assessed the conditions
early on, we had a good start
in the powerplay, | had to take
the responsibility in the middle
overs with the Afghanistan spin-
ners bowling,” ‘Player of the
Match’ Pooran said.

Afghanistan really didn’t
recover from the onslaught as
after pacer Naveen-Ul-Haq

dismissed the Charles, Pooran
continued his hitting spree
with Hopes and Powell playing
second fiddle.

In the 18th over, Pooran
launched into Rashid, smack-
ing him for three maximums and
a four for a 24-run over.

During his innings Pooran sur-
passed Chris Gayle (124 sixes)
as West Indies’ most decorated
T20I six-hitter. The left-hander
was eventually run-out in the
last over.

Chasing the huge total,
Afghanistan never looked com-
fortable as they lost in-form
Rahmanullah Gurbaz (0) in the
first over.

Zadran kept the scoreboard
ticking but he couldn’t really
take on the Windies attack as
Gudakesh Motie (2/28) and
Obed McCoy struck thrice in
two overs to put Afghanistan
under pressure.

Wickets kept tumbling due to
scoreboard pressure as most
batters perished while trying for
big hits.

The hosts will face England in
their Super 8 Group 2 match,
while Afghanistan will be up
against India at Barbados on
Thursday.

Brief Score: West Indies: 218
for five in 20 overs (Nicholas
Pooran 98; Gulbadin Naib 2/14).

Afghanistan: 114 all out in
16.2 overs (lbrahim Zadran
38; Obed McCoy 3/14, Akeal
Hosein 2/21).

Match Fixing At T20 World Cup?
Player Approached Mysteriously,

ICC Does This

Failure to report a corrupt approach is an offence under

the ICC’s anti-corruption code.

TRINIDAD, Jun 18
(Agencies): The spectre
of corruption in cricket
continues to challenge
the game’s administra-
tors but one potential
approach from a former
Kenya international to
a Uganda player in the
ongoing T20 World Cup
was dealt swiftly by the
sleuths of ICC’s anti-
corruption unit. Agency
has learned that the
incident took place
during the league stage
matches in Guyana
where a former Kenya
pacer tried to contact a
Ugandan team member
multiple times from dif-
ferent numbers. Fol-
lowing ICC'’s strict anti-
corruption protocol, the
Ugandan player report-
ed the approach to the
ACU officials on site.

The development
prompted the officials to
raise a red flag against
the former Kenya player
by informing all the
associate teams about
him. “It is not a sur-
prise that this person
targeted a player from
the Ugandan national
team. Associate nations,
as compared to the big
teams, are soft targets
for corruption but in this
case the player who
was approached did the
needful by informing the
ICC at the earliest,” a
source told agency.

Failure to report a

corrupt approach is an
offence under the ICC’s
anti-corruption code.
The other offences
include match-fixing,
betting on the game,
misuse of inside infor-
mation and failing to
co-operate with an
investigation. Uganda
ended their T20 World
Cup campaign with a
memorable win over
Papua New Guinea and
losses to Afghanistan,
New Zealand and the
West Indies in Trinidad
on Friday. Uganda, first-
timers in the competition
alongside Canada and
co-hosts USA, played
three of their four league
games in Guyana.
“Players are
approached all the time,
more so from smaller
nations. In bigger events
like T20 World Cup,
there is more scrutiny
and if an approach is
conveyed to the ICC
ACU, then due protocol
is followed and a proper
investigation is con-
ducted,” said another
source. With effect from
June 1, the ICC tweaked
its anti-corruption code
to empower the govern-
ing body and its member
boards to “to proactively
and thoroughly investi-
gate incidents of corrup-
tion in the ongoing effort
to protect the integrity
of the game.” “The anti-
corruption code covers

all cricket (whether inter-
national or domestic)
played under the aus-
pices of the ICC and its
Members and applies to
all Participants; player,
coach, trainer, man-
ager, selector, team
owner or official, doctor,
physiotherapist, match
referee, pitch curator,
player agent, umpires,
as well as ICC and NCF
Officials. Participants
are bound by the Code
for 2 years after they
have last participated
in any form of official
cricket. “The maximum
possible sanction for the
most serious breaches
of the Anti-Corruption
Code is a life ban from
all involvement in the
game. In some coun-
tries, there is also the
possibility of criminal
sanctions,” reads an
extract from ICC anti-
corruption code for par-
ticipants. All the inter-
national players are
regularly briefed about
a potential threat and
are well-versed with the
anti-corruption code.

Corrupt approaches
at big ticket events are
not new. Back in the
2011 ODI World Cup
in India, Canada’s then
20-year-old wicket-
keeper Hamza Tariq
was approached by
alleged bookmakers. He
duly reported the matter
to the authorities.

T20 World Cup 2024: How would Super 8

(Agencies): New Zea-
land’s Lockie Fergu-
son finished with the
remarkable figures of
three wickets for no
runs in his maximum
four overs as Papua
New Guinea were dis-
missed for just 78 in a
T20 World Cup match.

The 33-year-old
fast bowler’s return in
Tarouba was the most
economical in any
T20 World Cup match,
surpassing Nuwan
Kulasekara’s 1-2 in
two overs for Sri Lanka
against the Netherlands
in Chattogram in 2014.

Sri Lanka spinner
Ajantha Mendis’s 6-8
against Zimbabwe at
Hambantota in 2012
remains the best bowl-
ing figure in T20 World
Cup history.

Papua New Guinea, a
non-Test nation, were
14-1 from four overs
after losing the toss
in this Group C fixture
when Ferguson came
on to bowl.

Ferguson then
promptly struck with his

first ball, having PNG
captain Assad Vala (six)
caught at a wide first
slip by Daryl Mitchell.
He followed that over
with a maiden to Sese
Bau and was then taken
out of the attack.

Ferguson returned for
the 12th over and, two
balls in, had Charles
Amini Ibw for 17—
the top score of the
innings—on review.

All the while, PNG
could not get him away
for even a single, with
Ferguson taking his
third wicket when he
clean-bowled Chad
Soper for one in the
14th over to leave PNG
43-5.

The next ball went
for two leg byes, but

those runs do not count
against a bowler, with
Kiplin Doriga blocking
Ferguson’s last delivery
of the game back to the
express quick.

But his superb analy-
sis, came too late for
New Zealand, already
eliminated in the first
round before their final
group game following
defeats by Afghanistan
and the West Indies, the
tournament co-hosts.

Brief scores: Papua
New Guinea: 78 all out
in 19.4 overs (Lockie
Ferguson 3/0, Tim
Southee 2/11, Trent
Boult 2/14).

New Zealand: 79/3
in 12.2 overs (Devon
Conway 35; Kabua
Morea 2/4).

groups look if they were not pre-seeded

BRIDGETOWN, Jun 18 (Agencies): The
Super 8 stages of the T20 World Cup
2024 are set to start on June 19. 8 teams
have qualified from 4 groups after playing
4 matches each and they will fight it out
amongst themselves for the semi-finals
spots. The 8 teams have been drawn into
two groups of four, which is nothing out of the
ordinary. However, the International Cricket
Council has faced a lot of flak from the fans
who came to realise that they have some-
what been cheated by the organisers of the
tournament.

In a world event like the T20 World Cup, half
the fun is in the unpredictable nature of the
tournament. As many found out in matches
between USA-Pakistan or Canada-Ireland,
the smaller teams were able to hand a proper
scare to the established nations, even when
the odds were stacked against them.

In world tournaments, the teams that top
their charts are generally handed a favour-
able draw against the second-best team in
the next group. Let’s take India into consider-
ation. Since they topped group A, they would
ideally be drawn against the 2nd best team in
Group B, the top team in Group C and, once
again, the second-best team in Group D.

However, as the fans came to realise, that
has not been the case.

The ICC, following its predictable formula,
put India and Pakistan in the same group,
so that they can ensure at least one match
between the arch-rivals. A similar thing was
done between England and Australia in
Group B.

Now for the Super 8 stage, India (A1) have
been drawn in the same group as Australia -
who finished at the top of Group B (B1). And
that is odd. In the world of sports, Australia
would not be meeting India (A1), since they
will enjoy the privilege of topping their group,
getting drawn against the team that finished
second in Group A (USA).

This process is called seeding. And ideally,

there would be two groups - A1, B2, C1, D2
and A2, B1, C1, D2.

T20 World Cup 2024: India’s Super 8
schedule

However, what ICC have done is that they
have pre-seeded the teams and drawn A1,
B1, C2, D2 in the same group. The logic,
while it is not explicitly said, is that ICC would
liked to draw its eyeballs to the India vs Aus-
tralia match, which has become one of the
most watched games in the world.

ICC'S SUPER 8 GROUPS

Group 1: IND, AFG, AUS, BAN

Group 2: WI, USA, SA, ENG

In the ideal scenario, if the teams were not
pre-seeded, here’s how India’s group would
have looked at the Super 8 stages.

Group 1: IND, ENG, WI, BAN

Group 2: USA, AUS, AFG, SA

One can argue that India would have been
drawn into a slightly tougher group. They
would have played the defending champions
England, 2-time champions and co-hosts
West Indies and the tricky Bangladesh side
under the captaincy of Najmul Shanto.

What the ICC’s pre-seeding has done is
that it has left a bad taste in the mouths of
the players and fans alike. It seems that ICC
is more focused on earning money, rather
than focusing on better cricket in the tourna-
ment. It might not be a stretch to say that ICC
is trying to make contests between certain
teams more frequent. While in terms of mar-
ketability the argument might have merit, but
as a fan, invested in the game, things have
started to get a little boring.

David Warner feels Sandpaper Gate scandal will always cast a shadow on
him over years

ANTIGUA, Jun 18
(Agencies): Australian
opener David Warner
felt that the infamous
‘Sandpaper Gate’ scan-
dal would always cast
a shadow on his crick-
eting career for years.
Warner is set to retire
from international crick-
et for Australia after the
T20 World Cup 2024.
Amid impending retire-
ment, Warner admitted
that the Sandpaper gate
from 2018 will always
stay as a scar in his
much-decorated crick-
eting career. The south-
paw will call a time on
his international career

that spanned 15 years,
where he featured in 3
World Cup wins for Aus-
tralia.

Warner put down cur-
tains on his Test and
ODI career in January
2024 with 49 interna-
tional tons to his name.
However, his much cele-
brated career was taint-
ed after the infamous
Sandpaper Gate as he
suffered a one-year ban
and was demoted from
the vice-captain role
for the Australian team.
After serving a one-year
ban, Warner returned to
the national team with
positive returns.

“Have copped alot of
flak” However, Warner
revealed that the much-
awaited return was not a
bed of roses for him as
it might have seemed to
the outside world.

“My back was always
up against the wall
when | came back, and
| knew that. | copped
my fair share over my
career. I've probably
been the only one that’s
ever copped a lot of flak,
whether it's people who
don’t like the Australian
cricket team or don't like
me,” Warner told the
reporters in Antigua.

“I've always been that

person who has copped
it. | always feel like I've
taken a lot of pressure off
a lot of guys as well and
| think, understandably,
I've been that person to
be able to absorb that.
But one can only absorb
(so much). For me, it's

great to go out knowing
I'm not going to cop it
anymore.”

“I felt | had great sup-
port from, especially our
coaching group now and
selectors have been
great. Allin all, 've had a
privileged career, since

2018 I've really enjoyed
that time coming back
and just being around
the guys and training
hard and working as
hard as | can,” he added.

‘Sandpaper Gate’
continues to stay with
Warner

Warner is just 67 runs
short of completing
19000 runs and stands
only behind Ricky Pon-
ting among the all-time
top scorers.

The 37-year-old felt
that when people reflect
on his career, his bat-
ting records and contri-
butions will always be
paired with the Sandpa-

per saga that happened
in 2018 during Aus-
tralia’s 3d Test match
against South Africa.
“It's going to be inevi-
table that when people
talk about me in 20 or
30 years’ time, there will
always be that sandpa-
per scandal. But for me,
if they’re real cricket
tragics, and they love
cricket, and my clos-
est supporters, they
will always see me as
that cricketer. Someone
who tried to change the
game. Someone who
tried to follow in the
footsteps of the open-
ers before me and tried

to score runs at a great
tempo and change Test
cricket in a way. Be that
person who went from
T20 cricket to play Test
cricket - batting at No. 6
and then opening. For
me, hopefully | can be
remembered for that,
but | understand 2018.
It always comes up, and
it's unfortunate - but it is
what it is.”

Australia is placed in
Group 1 of the Super 8s
alongside India, Afghani-
stan and Bangladesh.
The Mitchell Marsh-led
team will take on Ban-
gladesh in Antigua on
June 21, Friday.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18:
Sahil Mahajan, Co-
Convenor of the BJP’s
J&K Sanskriti Art and
Culture Cell, released a
devotional song album
titled “Mindal Wali De
Dulare Tirath Ram” near
the DC Office in Jammu
on Tuesday.

The album release
event was organized by
Maa Bawe Wali Records,
where Sahil Mahajan
was joined by journalist
and social activist Sohail
Kazmi, singer Manish
Mangotra, and Geeta
Madam.

The song, “Mindal Wali
De Dulare Tirath Ram,”

was performed by singer
Abhishek Abhi and com-
posed by NB Naresh.
The video production
was handled by Rohit
and Neeraj, with lyrics
by Abhishek Abhi. Spe-
cial acknowledgments

were given to Guru
Tirath  Ram Manhas
and Sahil Mahajan. The
album is available on the
YouTube channel Maa
Kangre Wali Records.
During the event, Sahil
Mahajan praised the

Wall Ile nulare Tll'atll Iiam"

efforts of the BJP San-
skriti Art and Culture
Cell J&K in promoting
young talent. He empha-
sized the importance of
supporting and nurturing
young artists, which he
believes will bring pride

to the entire Jammu &
Kashmir region.

Sohail Kazmi com-
mended the young talent
of Jammu & Kashmir for
producing melodious
devotional albums. He
particularly appreciated
the production team,
including the singers and
Sahil Mahajan, for their
hard work in making the
album a reality.

Manish Mangotra also
spoke about the growing
opportunities for innova-
tive minds and highlight-
ed the rich cultural heri-
tage of India. He encour-
aged the youth to direct
their creative energies
towards developing their
skills positively.

Nirj ala Ekadashi celebrated Jan Jagrukta Shivir in
Khour block on June 19

1n Shlv Mandlr

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: Nir-
jala Ekadashi celebrated
on Tuesday in Shiv Mandir
Sector 7 Trikuta Nagar
Jammu. The term ‘Nir-

Jala translates to ‘without
water’ in Sanskrit.

Shiv Kumar Jolly Presi-
dent Shiv Mandir Sector
7 Trikuta Nagar Jammu
made all arrangements of
cold drinks and Prasad for

general public.

“Nirjala Ekadashi holds
a great religious and
spiritual significance in
Hindu religion. This day is
considered as one of the
most sacred day which is
dedicated to Lord Vishnu.
Devotees observe strict
fast without food and
water from sunrise till
next morning and offer
prayers to Lord Vishnu
with immense devotion.

Devotees perform spe-
cial prayers to the sacred
tulsi plant, symbolizing
purity and devotion in
Hindu tradition,” said Shiv
Kumar.

Prominentamong those
present Vijay Vaid, Urmil
Arora, Vikas Jolly and
Pandit Mohinder.

Wrestlers Chandi, Gourav
share 52nd Dangal Title

Top News Report

KATRA, June 18:
Wrestler Chandi of Delhi
and Gourav (Gora) of
Mallerkotla in Punjab
shared equally annual
52ND Dangal title 2024
in the first bout that
lasted for 19 minutes at
Raja Ram Singh Stadi-
um Ramnagar in District
Udhampur. Prize money
of 31,000 jointly distrib-
uted equally to both the
Wrestlers.

52nd annual Ramnagar
Dangal was organized by
Ramnagar Dangal Com-
mittee in association with
J&K Indian Style Wres-
tling Association under
the overall supervision of
Rajesh Khaijuria (Presi-
dent) Rajesh Kharka
and Ravi Kumar (Sanju)
in the memory of Late
Pahelwan Hari Dutt
Sharma.

Former Joint Secretary
J&K State Sports Council
and President J&K Indian
Style wrestling Associa-
tion Shiv Kumar Sharma
graced the occasion as
chief guest who gave
away cash prizes to the
wrestlers. Dr. Pardeep
Kumar , chairman group
of colleges and founder
Director group of com-
panies Delhi, DSP Ram-

nagar Manjeet Singh
and SHO Ramnagar S.D
Singh were the guests of
honour.

The Second main bout
was won by Irfan of Bas-
antgarh in Udhampur who
defeated Shaker Noor of
Merrut in U.P. Winner
wrestler Irfan  was
awarded with cash prize
of Rs. 12,000 while run-
ner-up wrestler Shaker
Noor got Rs. 9,000.

Third malli bout was
won by Madan Singh
of Reasi Akhara Roun
Domail who defeated
Krishan of Delhi. Winner
wrestler Madan Singh
was awarded with cash
prize of Rs. 9,000/- while
runner-up wrestler Kris-
han got Rs, 6,000/-.

Another 3rd bout was
won by Ajay Sharma of
Udhampur who defeat-
ed Sahil of Ramnagar.
Winner Ajay Sharma
was awarded with cash
prize of Rs. 9,000/- while
runner-up wrestler Sahil
got Rs. 6,000.

In all 81 bouts were
played in the dangal and
Rs. 3,00,000/- was dis-
tributed as cash prizes
among the wrestlers by
chief guest Shiv Kumar
Sharma.

The bouts were offici-
ated by Master Thakur

Dass, President Ram-
nagar Tehsil Wrestling
Association, Subash
Chander Sharma, Yash
Paul Sharma, Subash
Singh and Om Par-
kash Verma, President
Udhampur District Indian
Style Wrestling Associa-
tion.

Other Results:- Ajay
Sharma of Udhampur
beat Sonu of Rohatak,
Jamat Ali of Nagrota beat
Ravi Cheema of Delhi,
Billu of Jagti beat Pard-
eep of Bhawani Haryana,
Subash of Chopra Shop
Udhampur beat Sand-
eep of Delhi, Nitin of
U.P beat Rashid of Ram-
nagar, Vakil of Manwal
beat

Rohit of Delhi, Jai Paul
of Roun Domail udham-
pur beat Rohit of Delhi,
Jai Paul of Roun Domail
Udhampur beat sunny of
Pathankot, Gulam Nabi
of Kathua beat Bhalla
of Delhi, Bouts were
Played Between Kartik of
Banaras U.P V/s Mustaq
Ahmed of Ramnagar
and Sahil of Ramnagar
V/s Arvind of U.P, ended
in a draw. Members of
organizing Dangal Com-
mittee Ramnagar who
helped smooth con-
duct of dangal included
Rajesh Khajuria, (Presi-
dent), Rajesh Kharka,
Ravi Kumar ( Sanju),
Kuldeep Kumar Kharka,
Hukam Singh, Manu
Gupta, Balbir Singh,
Narayan Singh, Sanjeev
Gupta, and Kulbir Singh
(Billa Shah). Shiv Kumar
Sharma, who is also
President Kreeda Bharti
Jammu and Kashmir
appealed all the youths
of J&K U.T adopt Sports
as part of life.

Top News Report

KHOUR, June 18: An awareness camp titled “Jan Jag-
rukta Shivir” is going to be organised for the local popu-
lace of villages of Tehsil Khour on Wednesday i.e. 19th

June 2024 at Kaleeth.

The camp will start at 9:00 AM Sharp. This initiative
aims to educate and inform the locals about various gov-
ernment schemes and provide an opportunity for one-
on-one interaction with government officials to address

any queries they may have.

The primary objective of the camp is to foster aware-
ness among the local residents regarding the multitude
of government schemes available to them. By bringing
together government officials and the local community,
the camp seeks to facilitate direct communication and
problem-solving. Residents will have the opportunity
to engage with representatives from several key sec-
tors including: Social Welfare, Agriculture, Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry, Health, JK Bank etc.

Administration extended a warm invitation to all resi-
dents of Khour block to attend this important event. This
is an excellent opportunity for locals to gain valuable
information and assistance directly from government

officials.

Eid-ul-Adha celebrated
with religious fervour
across Ramban

Top News Report

RAMBAN, June 18:
Eid-ul-Adha was cel-
ebrated with profound
religious fervor and
joyous festivities across
Ramban district. The
largest congregations
were observed at Jamia
Masjid Sharif Ramban,
Eidgah in Banihal, Gool,
and Batote, where hun-
dreds of devotees gath-
ered to perform Namaz-
e-Eid, offering prayers for
peace, development, and
prosperity in the Union
Territory and the nation
at large.

Deputy Commissioner
of Ramban, Baseer-Ul-
Haqg Chaudhary, con-
veyed warm greetings
to the people, emphasiz-
ing that such occasions
foster unity, communal
harmony, and brother-
hood in society.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Varunjeet
Singh Charak, Additional
SP Gourav Mahajan, Dy.
SP Omprakash, CEO
MC Ramban Sudarshan

Kumar, and other officials
from the District Admin-
istration also extended
their heartfelt wishes to
the Muslim community.
Senior officers were pres-
ent at various locations to
take part in the celebra-
tions and ensure a peace-
ful observance of the
festival.The District and
Police Administration had
meticulously arranged for
necessary provisions,
including robust security
measures, to ensure the
smooth observance of
Eid-ul-Adha festivities.
Eid prayers were also
conducted at various
mosques within the town
and its outskirts, includ-
ing Jamia Masijid Karol,
Chandrog, Maitra, and
Upper Ramban.

The spirit of Eid-ul-
Adha resonated in other
areas as well, includ-
ing Banihal, Sangaldan,
Ramsoo, Ukhral, Batote,
Gool, and Rajgrah, where
communities gathered in
a spirit of joy and unity to
celebrate this auspicious
occasion.

 NCERT functioning as an RSS
 affiliate since 2014: Rajesh Gupta

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18:
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) general secretary
and media head Rajesh
Gupta on Tuesday
criticized the National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) for its recent
move to drop references
to demolition of Babri
Masjid in Ayodhya and
the Gujarat riots and
accused it of erasing
historical facts from text-
books.

The BSP had opposed
NCERT’s earlier deci-
sion in this regard alleg-
ing that it was part of
the “saffronisation” bid
by the BJP-led Union

govt and brought out a
supplementary textbook
containing the dropped
portions.

In a statement, Gupta
said NCERT had made
similar attempts before
as well and dropped cer-
tain portions from its his-
tory, social science and
politics textbooks. “ BSP
leader reacted against it
by publishing additional
textbooks containing
the dropped portions,”
he said.

“Children should
understand the real-
ity through studies and
that's BSP’S stand,” he
said, adding that the
party has already made
it clear that it won’t
accept distorted history

or scientific portions in
the textbooks.

Dropping references to
the demolition of Babri
Masjid and Gujarat
riots and tweaking the
reference to Manipur’s
merger with India are
among the latest set of
revisions made public by
NCERT in its textbooks.

Rajesh Gupta accused
NCERT of no longer
being a professional
institution and said that
it has been working with
RSS since 2014. He also
claimed that the revised
Class Xl political sci-
ence textbook criticises
the idea of secularism
and what is perceived as
policies of political par-
ties in this regard.

BJP leaders have capability to win
elections on their own: Chandel

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: In a
address to journalists in
Jammu, senior Hindutva
BJP leader Guruji Raju
Chandel emphasized the
self-reliance and determi-
nation of the BJP workers
in Jammu and Kashmir.

He stated that BJP
soldiers, workers, and
chowkidars in the region
possess the passion,
strength, and courage
to contest the upcoming
assembly elections inde-
pendently, without need-
ing any external support
or “crutches.”

Chandel criticized cer-
tain leaders who, accord-
ing to him, aim to under-
mine the BJP workers by

portraying them as inca-
pable of contesting elec-
tions on their own. He
highlighted the efforts of
the Jammu Kashmir BJP
state president Ravinder
Raina, describing him as
a strong and promising
leader.

Chandel asserted that
if the elections are fought
under Raina’s leader-

ship, the BJP will be able
to form a strong gov-
ernment in Jammu and
Kashmir, as he is widely
loved by people from all
sections of society.

Chandel also accused
some individuals of trying
to weaken the BJP from
within by misleading
the central BJP leader-
ship and discouraging
the local leaders. He
expressed confidence
that the people of Jammu
and Kashmir will respect
the development work
done by Prime Minis-
ter Modi and that the
BJP should contest the
assembly elections with-
out any compromises to
ensure a strong govern-
ment.

 Bhurechak triumphs in Jai Raja
Paldh Crlcket Tournament

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: The
highly anticipated final
match of the Jai Raja
Paidh Cricket Tourna-
ment concluded on June
18, 2024, at the Bhu-
rechak Mini Stadium.
The tournament, which
saw participation from
32 teams, showcased
exceptional talent and
sportsmanship through-
out its duration.

Surinder Kumar, BDC
Marh, graced the event

as the chief guest. He
commended the players
for their outstanding per-
formances and empha-
sized the importance
of sports in fostering a
healthy and disciplined
lifestyle.

He encouraged the
youth to stay away from
drugs and make sports
an integral part of their
daily routine to maintain
both mental and physical
fitness.

In the final showdown,
Bhurechak faced off

against Prahladpur. Bhu-
rechak won the toss and
elected to bat first, set-
ting a challenging target
of 106 runs for 10 wickets
in 15 overs. Parladhpur,
despite a strong effort,
was all out for 74 runs
in 13.1 overs, securing
Bhurechak’s victory in
the series. Laddi Singh
of Bhurechak team was
judged man of the match
in the final whereas
Ladda of Kanachack Jhiri
was announced man of
the series.

Sant Nirankari Mission to celebrate International Yoga Day on June 21

Top News Report

JAMMU, June 18: The Sant
Nirankari Mission will enthusi-
astically celebrate ‘International
Yoga Day’ on Friday, June 21,
at 6:00 am in open spaces and
parks across various branches
throughout India. This event will
be conducted under the guidance

of local yoga instructors.

The United Nations has themed
this year’s International Yoga Day
as ‘Yoga for Women Empower-

ment,” recognizing the impor-
tance of empowering women in

today’s society.

tuition centers.

Joginder Sukhija, the social wel-
fare in-charge of the Sant Niran-
kari Mandal, noted that since
2015, the Sant Nirankari Chari-

The Sant Nirankari Mission sup-
ports this initiative by implement-
ing numerous welfare schemes
aimed at empowering women,
including sewing and embroidery
centers, beautician courses, and

table Foundation has organized
Yoga Day programs. This year,
the event will be celebrated on a
grand scale across cities in nearly
every province of India.

Yoga, an ancient Indian prac-
tice, harmonizes spiritual, physi-
cal, mental, and emotional health.

Regular yoga practice pro-
motes a stress-free life and is
particularly significant in empow-
ering women. In modern times,
where women juggle both domes-
tic and professional responsi-

bilities, yoga serves as a crucial
activity that helps them manage
their roles effectively.

Satguru Mata Sudiksha Ji
Maharaj has emphasized the
importance of maintaining a
‘healthy mind, easy life,” urging
everyone to value their health as
a precious gift from Nirankar God.
The goal of such health programs
is to ensure that people can lead
healthier and more fulfilling lives
by prioritizing their well-being
amidst their busy schedules.
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