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Taylor Swift: ‘I left 
my heart in Lisbon’

PM Modi has ended 
‘rule of law’: Rahul slams 

BJP on Dalit woman’s death in 
Madhya Pradesh

Nikki Haley Blames China, 
Iran And Russia For 

October 7 Hamas Attacks

CBI arrests 
official for 
accepting Rs 
18,000 bribe 
in Banihal

SRINAGAR, May 28 
(Agencies): The Cen-
tral Bureau of Inves-
tigation has arrested 
an official in Banihal 
area of Ramban district 
while accepting bribe of 
Rs 18,000 from a com-
plainant.

In a statement, issued 
to the news agency, a 
spokesperson said that 
a case was registered 
by CBI against the 
accused on allegations 
that accused demand-
ed a bribe of Rs 20,000 
from the complainant 
for processing his 
application for land 
settlement.

The statement reads 
that after negotiation, 
the accused agreed to 
accept the bribe of Rs 
18000 from the com-
plainant.

 “CBI laid a trap yes-
terday and caught the 
accused red-handed 
while accepting bribe 
of Rs 18000 from the 
complainant,” it reads.

It added that search-
es were conducted 
at residential and 
official premises of 
the accused which led 
to recovery of cash 
of Rs 3,71,500 and 
other documents, while 
investigation is going 
on.

Fire engulfs 
forest areas 
of Kathua, 
Rajouri

JAMMU, May 28 
(Agencies): The forest 
areas in Kathua and 
Rajouri districts of  
Jammu and Kashmir 
have been engulfed 
by fire, causing signifi-
cant damage to forest 
wealth, officials on 
Tuesday said.

The officials said the 
fire started in Dhara 
Dogano area of Basholi 
belt in Kathua district 
and soon spread to 
nearby regions.

The forest depart-
ment officials and local 
residents launched an 
operation to extinguish 
the flames, success-
fully bringing the fire 
under control after sev-
eral hours today, they 
said.

The officials said 
that a fire broke out 
in Sawni Sassalkote 
area in Rajouri district 
and spread to adjacent 
areas due to strong 
winds. The forest 
department and Forest 
Protection Force have 
initiated a large-scale 
firefighting operation, 
which is still ongoing as 
efforts continue to con-
trol the blaze.

The officials said that 

SRINAGAR, May 28 
(Agencies): Police on 
Tuesday claimed to 
have arrested two terror-

ist associates along with 
arms and ammunition 
in Mulsoo Seer area of 
south Kashmir’s Anant-

nag district.
A top police officer 

informed that a joint 
security forces, com-
prising Anantnag Police, 
Army’s 33RR and CRPF 
96 BN apprehended 
two individuals during a 
Naka checking opera-
tion at Mulsoo Seer 
Anantnag.

He said during search-
es arms and ammuni-
tion including a pistol, 
8 pistol rounds, a hand 
grenade and 120 AK47 

NEW DELHI, May 28 
(Agencies): The income 
tax department on Tues-
day asked taxpayers to 
link PAN with Aadhaar 
by May 31 to avoid tax 
deduction at a higher 
rate.

As per income tax 
rules, if a Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) 
is not linked with bio-
metric Aadhaar, TDS is 
required to be deducted 
at double the applicable 
rate.

Last month, the income 
tax department issued a 
circular stating that no 
action will be taken for 
short deduction of TDS 
in case the assessee 
links his/her PAN with 
Aadhaar by May 31.

“Please link your PAN 
with Aadhaar before 
May 31, 2024, if you 
haven’t already, in order 

to avoid tax deduction 
at a higher rate,” the 
department posted on X.

In a separate post, the 
I-T department asked 
reporting entities, includ-
ing banks, forex dealers, 
to file SFT by May 31 to 
avoid penalties.

“The deadline to file 
SFT (Statement of Spec-
ified Financial Transac-
tions) is May 31, 2024. 
Avoid penalties by filing 
accurately and on time,” 
the department said.

The reporting entities 
which are required to 
file SFT returns with tax 
authorities include forex 
dealers, banks, sub-
registrar, NBFC, post 
offices, issuer of bonds/
debentures, mutual 
fund trustees, compa-
ny paying dividend or 
buying back shares.

Night temp 
hovers 
above 
normal in 
J&K amid 
dry and hot 
weather 
forecast

SRINAGAR, May 28: 
Amid forecast for dry 
and hot weather, night 
temperature continued 
to hover above normal 
in J&K except  Jammu 
city on Tuesday.

A meteorological 
department official said 
that Srinagar recorded 
a low of 15.4°C against 
15.6°C on the previous 
night and it was 3.4°C 
above normal for the 
summer capital of JK 
for this time of the year.

Qazigund recorded 
a minimum of 13.5°C 
against 12.4°C on the 
previous night and it 
was 2.8°C above normal 
for the gateway town of 
Kashmir, he said.

Pahalgam recorded 
a low of 9.3°C against 
7.7°C on the previous 
night and it was 3.2°C 
above normal for the 
famous resort in south 
Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in 
south Kashmir, record-
ed a minimum of 13.3°C 
against 13.6°C and 
it was 2.7°C above 
normal, the official said.

Kupwara town record-
ed a minimum of 12.5°C 
against 12.0°C on the 
previous night and it was 
above normal by 1.9°C 
for the place, the official 
said.

Gulmarg recorded 
a minimum of 11.0°C 
against 11.2°C on the 
previous night and it was 
above normal by 3.9°C 
for the world famous 
skiing resort in north 
Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district.

 Jammu, he said, 
recorded a low of 23.6°C 
against 24.7°C on the 
previous night and it was 
below normal by 1.3°C 
for the winter capital of 
J&K. Banihal recorded 
a low of 15.2°C, Batote 
19.0°C and Bhaderwah 
15.6°C, he said.

JAMMU, May 28 
(Agencies): Heatwave 
has triggered a severe 
water and power crisis 
in several areas of the  
Jammu division, prompt-
ing authorities to set 
up control rooms and 
appoint nodal officers in 
each district to cater to 
public complaints.

On Monday, authorities 
announced a four-hour 
load-shedding in urban 

areas and an eight-hour 
cut in rural areas on a 
daily basis.

Over the past week, 

several places, particu-
larly  Jammu city, have 
faced major water and 
power shortages, lead-
ing to public protests, 
and the stopping of a 
Vande Bharat train at a 
railway station.

In view of the mount-
ing distress, Divisional 
Commissioner Ramesh 
Kumar has directed 
deputy commissioners 
to establish control

JAMMU, May 28 
(Agencies):  The  Jammu 
and Kashmir Police 
on Tuesday claimed 
to have solved a five-
year-old murder case 
of a temple priest with 
the arrest of the main 
accused from Haryana.

  Baba Pragat Nath 
(65), a resident of Uttar 
Pradesh, was found 
dead with injuries to his 
head inside the temple 
in Toph Sherkhania on 
the intervening night of 
November 15 and 16, 
2019.

Follow the Daily Excel-
sior channel on What-
sApp

Following the murder, 
a case was registered 
at Bakshi Nagar police 
station and an extensive 
investigation launched, 

Properties 
of two terror 
handlers 
based in 
Pakistan 
attached in 
Baramulla: 
Police

SRINAGAR, May 28 
(Agencies): Police in 
Baramulla after obtain-
ing attachment order 
passed by Hon’ble Sub 
Judge Uri attached 
properties (3 Kanals & 
19 Marlas) land worth 
lacs belonging to 2 terror 
handlers based in Paki-
stan.

Police in a statement to 
the News Agency Kash-
mir Scroll that identified 
them as Jalal Din son 
of Raj Mohd resident 
of Zamboor Pattan and 
Mohd Saki son of Mas-
tana Bhatti resident of 
Kamalkote Uri.

Two terrorist associates held 
along with arms, ammunition 
in Anantnag: Police

I-T Dept asks taxpayers 
to link PAN with Aadhaar 
by May 31 to avoid higher 
TDS deduction

Police solves 2019 temple priest murder case, 
main accused nabbed from Haryana

Jammu authorities announce daily 
power cuts, set up control rooms 
to deal with heatwave

NEW DELHI, May 28 
(Agencies): In a sig-
nificant development, 
contract negotiations 
between the govern-
ments of India and 
France in the over Rs 
50,000 crore deal for 
26 Rafale Marine fight-
er jets is scheduled to 
begin on May 30 with 
the arrival of a high-level 
French team here.

The French side 
would meet with Indian 
Defence Ministry coun-
terparts to begin offi-
cial negotiations in the 
fighter jet deal for the 

Indian Navy under which 
aircraft would be oper-
ated from both aircraft 
carriers operated by the 
force, defence industry 
officials said.

The French team will 
include officials from 
their defence ministry 
and industry includ-
ing original equipment 
manufacturers Dassault 

Aviation and Thales, the 
officials said.

The Indian side would 
include members from 
the defence acquisi-
tion wing and the Indian 
Navy.

Sources in the gov-
ernment said that they 
would try to complete 
negotiations with France 
and sign the agreement 
by the end of this finan-
cial year.

France had submitted 
its response to India’s 
tender for buying 26 
Rafale Marine jets for 

India, France to begin negotiations this week in mega 
Rs 50,000 Crore 26 Rafale Marine Jet deal
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Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, May 28:  
Continuing with his public 
interaction programmes 
in various blocks of Dis-
trict Udhampur, Harsh 
Dev Singh former min-
ister and state president 
JKNPP (India) visited 
several panchayats of 
Chenani Block during his 
three days tour of remote 
and far flung areas.

Holding over a dozen 
meetings at various 
places, Singh toured the 
panchayats of Nagulta, 
Gharian, Kulassar, Mat-
lowa, Pattangarh and its 
adjoining areas travel-
ling a distance of over 
25 kms on foot through 
dense forests, mountain-
ous terrains listening to 
the grievances of the vil-
lage folk.

Addressing the media 
after the conclusion of 
the said tour, Harsh Dev 
Singh expressed grave 
concern over the shabby 
plight of Nagaulta-Rajar 

road which had became 
literally untraffickable 
within a year of its con-
struction and comple-
tion. There were hardly 
any protection walls, 
drains or other retaining 
walls resulting in mas-
sive damage to the road 
besides causing huge 
soil erosion. There were 
no bridges at the required 
places on nallahs/ rivers 
resulting in disruption of 

traffic even during light 
showers/ rainfall.

Singh further expressed 
concern over non provi-
sion of building for Pry 
school Rayal where 
classes were held in the 
open. He regretted the 
non availability of staff in 
Dhanas Health centre.

He condemned the 
highly apathetic approach 
of the education deptt 
towards rural schools 

facing chronic deficiency 
of teaching staff.

He said that there 
was only one teacher 
for 60 students in Pry 
school Rajar, while Pry 
School Galater remained 
teacherless for months 
together. Likewise there 
were only two teachers in 
Middle School Nukhanka 
(Pattangarh) having a 
strength of around two 
hundred students.

He called for construc-
tion of road upto Yug 
Dhar which is the most 
picturesque spot in the 
area with a huge potential 
for tourism. He demand-
ed construction of a pas-
senger shed in Payar, 
Matlowa near Kalka Mata 
temple.

Asserting the rural 
masses had lost faith in 
present regime, Singh 
cautioned the revenue 
and CAPD authorities 
to desist from arbitrarily 
deleting the names of 
poor people from BPL 
lists.

He castigated the said 
deptts for inordinate 
delay in issuance of 
Income certificates and 
incorporation of eligible 
beneficians in BPL lists. 
He cautioned the Forest 
Deptt to refrain from 
causing undue harass-
ment and inconvenience 
to the people inhabiting 
the hilly areas for the last 
several decades.

“PUBLIC HAS LOST FAITH IN BJP GOVT”

Harsh Dev holding foot march in various 
hilly areas of Chenani

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, May 28: Army in collabo-
ration with Narcotic Control Bureau 
successfully conducted an enlightening 
lecture on drug awareness and physical 
fitness at Government Higher Second-
ary School, Sohal. The event aimed to 
educate students on the dangers of drug 
abuse and the importance of maintaining 
physical health.

The lecture began with an insightful 
address by Akash Rai who highlighted 

the growing menace of drug abuse 
among youth and its devastating conse-
quences. He emphasized the role of edu-
cation and awareness in combating this 
issue and provided detailed information 
on how students can identify and avoid 
potential drug-related threats.

In addition students were also educated 
on the significance of physical fitness in 
daily routine by an Officer of Indian Army 
of Akhnoor Division, inspiring students to 
incorporate regular physical activity into 
their lives.

Top News Report

LEH, May 28: The 
Department of Health 
launched a comprehen-
sive program which at 
the Government Higher 
Secondary School in 
Chuchot Shamma, Leh 
Ladakh, will cover all 
schools in coming days 
encompassing a range of 
health services under the 
National Health Mission, 
MoHFW GOI.

Key components 
include the Child Health 
Screening and Early 
Intervention Services, 
targeting 32 diseases 
through the Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram 
(RBSK), and adoles-
cent health counsel-
ing through the Rash-
triya Kishor Swasthya 
Karyakram (RKSK), sup-
ported by RKSK AFHC 
Counsellors and Clini-
cal Psychologists. The 
initiative also integrates 
the National Mental 
Health Program and the 
National Tobacco Control 

Programme, promoting 
holistic youth health and 
wellness.

During the event, State 
Nodal Officer Dr. Iqbal 
Ahmad emphasized the 
importance of school 
health and wellness pro-
gramme.

Psychiatrist and Drug 
De-Addiction Special-
ist from SNM Hospital 
Leh, Dr. Tashi Tundup, 
addressed individual 
and interpersonal issues, 
providing personalized 
counseling sessions.

Dr. Tashi emphasized 
the importance of man-
aging day-to-day stress, 
interpersonal issues, 
and mental health chal-
lenges to maintain pro-
ductivity and contribute 
positively to society. He 
discussed various mental 
health conditions, such 
as depression, anxiety, 
bipolar disorder, and 
behavioral problems, 
underscoring the need 
for proper treatment as 
revealed by the National 
Mental Health Survey, 

which showed that 11% 
of the population requires 
immediate mental health 
intervention.

Dr. Stanzin Jamyang, 
District Consultant for the 
National Tobacco Control 
Programme, discussed 
tobacco addiction, ces-
sation methods, and 
Nicotine Replacement 
Therapy (NRT), along 
with coping strategies 
for withdrawal symptoms.

Individual counsel-
ing sessions were also 
conducted by RBSK 
Clinical Psychologist 
Mariyah Samreen and 
RKSK AFHC Counsel-
lor Stanzin Edzes. A 
live demonstration of 
the Telemanaas toll-free 
helpline was showcased 
to educate students on its 
significance and optimal 
usage.

This initiative high-
lights the Department of 
Health’s commitment to 
community well-being 
through comprehensive 
health services and 
awareness programs.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Sahil 
Mahajan, BJP J&K UT 
Co-Convenor of the 
Sanskriti Art Culture Cell, 
and journalist and social 
activist Sohail Kazmi on 
Tuesday released the 
album “Bawe Wali Maa 
Puri Kar Di Muradaan.”

This highly anticipated 
Bhajan album, launched 
on the YouTube channel 
Maa Bawe Wali Records, 
features Kumar Avtar’s 
soulful vocals, Munish 
Jammu Wala’s heartfelt 

lyrics, and Rahul Bhard-
waj’s captivating melo-
dies.

Directed by KK Mal-
hotra, the album stands 
out with its cinematic 
excellence, providing a 
visual treat that comple-
ments the musical jour-
ney.

Spearheaded by Sahil 
Mahajan, the project 
received blessings from 
Master Saleem, adding a 
divine touch to the album.

The launch event was 
graced by prominent 
figures such as Bhavya 

Choudhary, V ishal 
Sharma, Atul Gupta, 
Er Shubham Kotwal, 
Umar Ayub, and Manish 
Manotra, who praised 
the talent and creativity 
showcased in the album.

“Bawe Wali Maa Puri 
Kar Di Muradaan” prom-
ises to resonate with 
fans of soulful music and 
meaningful lyrics, blend-
ing traditional melodies 
with modern storytell-
ing. The album offers a 
unique musical experi-
ence, touching the hearts 
and souls of its listeners.

Army in collaboration with NCB conducts 
drug awareness lecture at GHSS Sohal

Comprehensive health initiative 
launched in Chuchot Shamma

Sahil, Kazmi release album “Bawe 
Wali Maa Puri Kar Di Muradaan”

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: 
Sanyukta Bhartiya Khel 
Foundation (SPKF) 
organised the 10th 
National Games at 
Jammu University from 
May 24 to 26 in which 
16 students of KC Public 
School in the Unter-9 
years category took part 
in the Yoga competition.

Trained with meticu-
lous care by their Yoga 
Instructor, Kceans gave 
a sterling performance 
at the competition and 
won 8 Gold and 8 Silver 
medals.These talented 
children brought laurels 
to theirschool by deliver-
ing extraordinary perfor-
mances at thisnational 
level sports event.

Hiyashive Pandita, 
Angelina Jamwal, Amo-

lika Sharma, Avnoor 
Kour, Kavita Kour, Inaya 
Fatima Khan, Shivanya 
Sharma andVedanshi 
Dhar won Gold medals 
whereas Ditya Gupta, 
Aradhya Rana, Anam 
Zahid, Pawani Sood, 
Bhavya Gupta, Misthi 
Mahajan, Tarni Jaral and 
Etisha Rajput settled for 
Silver medals.

Managing Director Arti 
Chowdhary, Principal 
AK Mishra, Vice Princi-
pal Sanjay Pandey and 
Headmistress Sof ia 
Jamwal congratulated 
the children and their 
Coach Priyanka Sharma 
for their outstanding 
achievement in a pres-
tigious sports event. 
Incidentally, Priyanka 
also won the Best Yoga 
Coach Award at this 
event.

Top News Report

RAMBAN, May 28: In a 
major action against cor-
ruption, a Clerk (Junior 
Assistant) working at 
Tehsil Office Banihal in 
Distt Ramban was arrest-
ed by Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) for alleg-
edly demanding and 
accepting bribe yester-
day evening.

According to reports 
a special team of ACB 
Jammu reached Banihal 
on Monday afternoon 
and raided Tehsil office 
Banihal and arrested the 
Clerk Mohammad Ishaq 
Bhat 48 son of Abdul 
Razik Bhat resident of 
Chareel, Banihal red-
handed while receiving 
the graft money.

Sources said that the 

clerk had demanded 
bribe from the complain-
ant, who approached 
ACB Jammu, which laid 
a trap to nab him.

Off icials said that 
residential house of the 
Clerk in Banihal was 
also raided in the eve-
ning and after several 
hours of questioning the 
erring Clerk was taken to 
Jammu by ACB team.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Many 
deputations on Tuesday 
met senior BJP leader 
and Member of Parlia-
ment (Rajya Sabha), 
Gulam Ali Khatana and 
discussed their problems.

The prominent demand 
raised by the deputa-
tions was regarding poor 
water and power supply 
in entire Jammu province 
area.

Deputation members 
said that there are long 
power cuts in Jammu in 
this scorching hot days 
of summers and the 
poor water supply further 
increases public miser-
ies.

They said that due 
to poor water supply 
humans as well as cattle 
are badly affected.

 “Traditional sources 
of water like ponds have 
dried up and the cattle 
owners especially the 
tribal and residents of 
Kandi belt have to take 
their cattle to long dis-
tances or have to collect 
water from far off places 
for them,” a deputation of 
tribals informed Khatana.

Members of another 
deputation said that long 
power cuts have cre-
ated a lot of problems 
especially for the old age 
people, ailing persons 
and it has also badly 
affected the education of 
children.

After listening to 
the deputations with 

patience, MP Khatana 
said that people should 
use the water judiciously 
in this scorching hot days.

The BJP leader asked 
the Chief Secretary (CS) 
of J&K to review the situ-
ation of poor water and 
power supply with heads 
of the departments con-
cerned and come up with 
some effective solution 
soon.

 “Ensure that no over-
flow, pipe leakage or any 
other type of wastage of 
water is there,” Khatana 
asked the head of Jal 
Shakti Department.

He instructed the heads 
of Jal Shakti Department 
and Power Department 
to make efforts so that 
public sufferings can be 
reduced to zero.

 “Dig new tube-wells, 
press your tankers into 
service and do whatever 
can be done to minimize 
the public miseries,” the 
BJP leader said.

He further said that the 
J&KPDCL should ensure 
that no power cuts are 
there especially in after-
noon hours.

Khatana said that public 
should be informed well in 
advance about the power 
and water cuts so that 
they may make alternate 
plans well in advance to 
meet the crisis.

 “Pubic sufferings shall 
not be tolerated at any 
cost as BJP is deter-
mined for the welfare of 
all without any discrimina-
tion,” the MP said.

KCPS students excel at national 
level yoga competition 2024

ACB arrests Govt employee red-handed in Banihal

Deputations raise issue of 
poor water, power supply 
with MP Khatana

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: 
Surinder Bhagat, Chair-
man of the Shaheed 
Bhagat Amarnath Trust 
has announced the 
“Balidan Divas” event 
in memory of Shaheed 
Bhagat Amarnath.

Addressing a press 
conference here on 
Tuesday,  Surinder 

Bhagat said the event 
will take place on June 
1, 2024, at the Sha-
heed Bhagat Amarnath 
Smarak Park in Shala-
mar, opposite the Secre-
tariat in Jammu.

“The program will begin 
with a Hawan at 9:00 AM 
to pay homage to Sha-
heed Bhagat Amarnath, 
who sacrificed his life for 
the implementation of 

reservations for SC, ST, 
RBA, residents of LAC, 
socially and education-
ally backward classes, 
ex-servicemen, and 
physically challenged 
persons,” he said.

“These reservations 
were not implemented 
until 1970 due to Article 
370,” he added.

“The program will 
include a cultural event 
at 11:00 AM, and many 
special dignitaries will 
pay homage to Amarnath 
Bhagat ji’s sacrifices,” he 
added.

Among those present 
at the press conference 
were Vice Chairman 
Gyan Chand Dogra, 
General Secretary Rash-
pal Digra, LD Gorkha 
(Cashier), Bansi Lal 
Choudhary (Secretary), 
and Mohan Lal (Secre-
tary).

Balidan Divas of Shaheed Bhagat 
Amarnath to observe on June 1

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: 
The Kaith Music Fac-
tory felicitated a little 
dancing star Naira in 
its studio at Bhagwati 
Nagar here today, after 
she performed amaz-
ingly well on a song ‘O 
saki saki re’

Naira said, Dance is 
her favourite hobby and 
she enjoys it a lot. She 
started dancing when 
she was three years old 
and when she got older, 
her parents enrolled 
her in dance classes to 
pursue this passion. She 
cannot go a day without 
dance, that’s how much 

she loves dancing. Thus, 
dance has been very 
therapeutic for her as 
well, she added.

While commenting, 
the Music Director Vicky 
Kaith said, “Dear Naira, 
you are precious and 
special and quite active! 
May god bless you with 
everything you desire!”

Kaith Music Factory felicitates Naira 
for her amazing performance
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By: Aakar Patel

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
is India’s largest political 
force but its ideology is 

not properly understood. Some 
aspects of it — the opposition to 
dynasty, the promise of economic 
development — are clear, even 
though these may not be adhered 
to by the party fully. The largest 
component of the ideology, what is 
called Hindutva, or Hindu nation-
alism, is quite vague. What does 
it mean and what is it intended to 
achieve?

Devanura Mahadeva, a famous 
Karnataka writer, explores this 
with his work on the parent body 
of the BJP. In the book RSS: The 
Long and Short of It, Mahadeva 
attempts to understand what the 
RSS is and what it wants through 
the simple device of reading Hin-
dutva’s primary texts. These are 
V.D. Savarkar’s works and M.S. 
Golwalkar’s Bunch of Thoughts. 
The writer describes his motiva-
tion to do this through a parable. 
A sorcerer who spread turmoil 
was invincible because his life was 
stored in a parrot in a distant cave. 
He thus remained untouched by 
action against his own person. The 
only way to get at him was to go 
after this life-soul, in that hidden 
parrot. Mahadeva thus goes on 
this quest to see what lies behind 
Hindutva.

In his encounter with Golwalkar, 
he finds the RSS head worshipped 
caste and asked that the rest of us 

worship it. In Bunch of Thoughts, 
Golwalkar says the Hindu people 
are his god and this god manifests 
itself through caste. Meaning the 
organisation of Hindu society in 
the way Manu described it (Brah-
min head, Kshatriya arms, Vaishya 
thighs and Shudra feet) is the 
entity that is worthy of worship. 
In 1960, Golwalkar said caste could 
be used for cross-breeding supe-
rior humans, like it was done in 
animals. This was done by Hindus 
earlier, through upper caste men 
fathering the first child of a woman 
married to someone else. It may 
interest readers to know that 
Europe in the feudal period may 
have had something similar called 
“droit du seigneur” (right of the 
lord), allowing feudal lords to have 
sexual relations with subordinate 
women on the wedding nights of 
the women. That this was straight 
exploitation of the weak and not 
some noble thing does not appear 
to have occurred to Golwalkar.

If such things are not pushed 
forth by the RSS cadre or the BJP, 
it is not because these statements 
have been withdrawn but because 
they are likely confident that few 
people will do what the author has 
done and actually read the prima-
ry texts. It would be interesting to 
see a television debate today on 
whether or not the caste system 
should be worshipped and ossified 
as the RSS wants it to be.

Mahadeva makes a number of 
original observations. He says the 
RSS has defanged the religions that 

sprang out of India but rejected the 
caste that he wants worshipped. 
“The RSS tries to pull out the teeth 
and nails of Jaina, Bouddha, Sikh, 
Lingayat and other dharmas that 
were born in India and rejected 
the Chaturvarna order”. By merely 
saying that these are Hindu faiths, 
it is sought to subsume them. 
There is no resistance to this inter-
nally, he writes, because the RSS 
in fact does not encourage think-
ing. Of the title Bunch of Thoughts 
itself, he says there is not much 
thinking in the work, only a series 
of “random, dangerous beliefs 
and that too from a bygone age”. 
Thinking is discouraged in the RSS 
through the insistence on order 
over diversity. The RSS “tames” 
its volunteers, Mahadeva writes, 
and quotes Golwalkar as saying 
that they must “do what is told… if 
told to play kabaddi, play kabaddi, 
told to hold a meeting, then hold 
a meeting… their discretion is not 
required”.

Among the things this cadre is 
taught is that the Constitution is 
flawed. The very idea of states is 
offensive to them, because there 
can be only one Bharat Mata, and 
the existence of a Karnataka, Guja-
rat or Bengal is wrong. The stress 
for homogeneity over diversity 
shows, the author writes, in such 
things as nomenclature. The RSS 
and the BJP refer to Adivasis as 
“vanvasis” (forest dwellers), this 
eroding their indigenous identity.

Mahadeva calls Hindutva a “cow-
faced tiger”, an entity that is eating 

at Indian society from within. The 
Prime Minister, he says, is popu-
lar but is only an “utsava murti”, a 
replica of an idol that is led out at 
a procession. “The real deity sits in 
Nagpur, inside the RSS shrine.” The 
only qualifications required of the 
“utsava murti” are the ability to put 
up a show and mesmerise people. 
Mahadeva asks: “Don’t we see all 
of this today?”

What does he offer as a solution? 
He gives the example of a village 
that is overrun by thieves.

 “First, the entire town wakes up. 
At night youth take turns patrol-
ling and keeping watch in mohallas. 
Women carry chilli powder with 
them. This is the kind of awaken-
ing and vigil we all need. Because 
these thieves can come in different 
guises; they may come for temple 
maintenance, for instance. Fake 
news can be spread. Hymn sing-
ing can be organised. The only way 
out is to first uncover the plot. This 
requires us to be vigilant. Further, 
at least now, the sane voices which 
are a scattered few need to speak 
up about right and wrong. Words 
like love, tolerance, justice need to 
be heard from within our society.”

The intellectual content of books 
is sometimes judged by how long 
they are. Mahadeva himself refers 
to his work as a “booklet”. Let this 
description not mislead the poten-
tial reader. This is a first-rate work 
and the most important intellectual 
attack on the times we are going 
through, and for that reason has 
also become the most popular.

By: Vijay GarG 

IAS exam preparation after class 10, 
you have decided on your career 
at this age where you have enough 

time around 6-7 years, i.e. your age will 
now be between 14-16 years as the mini-
mum age to apply for the IAS exam is 21 
years. Despite others, you have enough 
time for preparation. Here are some tips 
to assist you to start preparing for UPSC 
after the 10th:

Prepare Yourself First
Before trying to understand how to pre-

pare for UPSC after the 10th, you should 
first prepare yourself for the UPSC IAS 
preparation journey.

In order to succeed on the IAS exam, you 
must be prepared mentally and physi-
cally. Set your goals and allocate your 
time effectively.

If you think becoming an IAS is a good 
career choice, first get ready and do some 
research on the following topics:

Due to the positive image of IAS officers 
in our society, many students start prepar-
ing blindly, irrespective of whether they 
are actually mentally prepared for this 
job or not, and then stop preparing after 
some time. Firstly, Identify your strength 
and weakness, keeping in mind that you 
will need to work hard to crack this exam.

Before looking at IAS as a career field, 
you should identify the advantages and 
disadvantages of this job, as well as why 
you want to be an IAS. Do you want to get 
more attention from society? Or are you 
really keen to work in the public interest? 
IAS is known to be more of a service than a 
job in which you are always ready for soci-
ety and its development. Whereas a job 
is a position of employment; a full-time 
or part-time position/ a piece of work, 
particularly a specific task performed as 
part of one’s occupation’s routine for an 
agreed price.

Understand the IAS Officer’s Recruit-
ment Process

Preparing for the UPSC Civil Services 
Examination (CSE) is a time-consuming 
process as it has multiple phases and 
dimensions, unlike many other competi-
tive exams in India, but it is not impos-
sible to clear this exam for a candidate 
after 10th class with the right approach 
and mindset. Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) conducts Civil Services 
Examination (CSE) every year in three 
phases, 

Know the UPSC Syllabus
The UPSC syllabus will be your true 

mentor in your UPSC exam journey; thor-
oughly read the UPSC syllabus before pre-
paring for the IAS exam.

UPSC has thoroughly covered the IAS 
exam syllabus in two stages, which are 
as follows:

UPSC Mains Syllabus
Going through the UPSC exam syllabus 

will help you understand the subjects, and 
topics you need to focus on for each paper.

Select Correct Subject After 10th
After the 10th class, select only those 

subjects in which you are interested and 
also examine the role of those subjects in 

the IAS exam by reading the UPSC exam 
syllabus.

Start preparing for both Prelims and 
Mains simultaneously

You now have a lot of time. Therefore, 
start simultaneously studying for both 
the prelims and main exams. Both the IAS 
Prelims and Mains exams require equal 
sustained focus; each plays a unique role 
in the IAS exam. You will appear for the 
IAS Mains exam after passing the Prelimi-
nary exam, and once you pass the Mains 
exam, you will be qualified to take the 
interview.

Concentrate on all subjects because we 
don’t know how many questions can be 
asked from each one. It changes from year 
to year.

Reading NCERT textbooks from classes 
6th to 12th is very crucial in IAS exam 
preparation.

NCERT textbooks are a good resource 
for students to learn fundamental con-
cepts and theories.

UPSC asks the majority of questions 
directly from NCERT textbooks.

Read the Standard Books
IAS toppers and experts always advise 

aspirants to begin their UPSC prepara-
tion with NCERT books before moving 
to standard reference books. However, 
selecting the right books for the IAS exam 
is critical; here are some standard UPSC 
books that will help you ace your IAS 
Exam preparation:

Make your own notes on important 
topics & keep revising them continuously.

Read UPSC books (NCERTs/Standard 
textbooks) on a daily basis, do not under-
estimate them because they are the con-
cept builders and serve as the foundation, 
and make short notes on them for quick 
revision.

Read News Paper
Newspaper reading should be a part of 

your daily routine if you want to crack 
the IAS Exam.

Make & maintain notes from a news-
paper; for more details, read this article- 
How To Effectively Read Newspaper for 
UPSC?

Refer to the Old Question Paper & 
Attempt the Mock Test Series

Once you understand the UPSC Exam 
syllabus, you can look at the previous 
year’s question papers to analyze the 
type of questions asked by UPSC. After 
you’ve finished reading, try to solve the 
old question paper. And keep repeating 
this process from time to time.

You can also take UPSC Civil Services 
Mock Tests to improve your IAS prepara-
tion, which will be very beneficial in the 
IAS Prelims Exam.

Develop the Habit of Revising on a 
Weekly Basis

One of the most common mistakes that 
aspirants make is purchasing a large 
number of books on a single subject and 
reading every book. That is not needed.

Instead of keeping multiple books on the 
same subject, it is better to study a single 
book multiple times.

Continue revising, even if it is difficult 
for you to do so on a daily basis, at least 
1-2 times per week.

Which Stream is Best for UPSC After 
10th?

The question that always remains in the 
minds of students promoted to class 11 is 
which stream is best for UPSC after 10th? 
Although the answer to this question 
depends on your personal preferences 
and areas of interest, you can choose any 
stream in the eleventh grade, including 
humanities, medical, and non-medical.

In the 11th class, you have the free-
dom to choose any stream; UPSC does 
not restrict you to any stream; it is not 
required that you choose only humanities 
streams, but you may also choose non-
humanities streams.

If you opt for non-humanities streams 
medical, non-medical, etc., you will also 
get UPSC optional subjects like – Medical 
Science, Agriculture, Botany, Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics, Engineering, etc. 
You can prepare by adopting any one sub-
ject as an optional subject.

If you opt humanities stream which has 
subjects like history, geography, politi-
cal science, etc. It may be a better option 
for you because subjects related to the 
humanities stream will help you in IAS 
prelims, mains, and as well as optional 
subjects.

Which Subject is Best for UPSC After 
10th?

As we stated above that humanities stu-
dents have an edge over others in some 
way because humanities subjects help you 
from the IAS prelims to the main exami-
nation and questions from them carry a 
lot of weightage in the UPSC exam, thus 
you After your 10th, you can choose from 
humanities subjects like history, political 
science, public administration, sociology, 
economics, psychology, etc.

Nevertheless, we would insist on advis-
ing you again that before choosing a 
subject, identify your interest and read 
the UPSC syllabus thoroughly, and then 
choose your subjects.

UPSC After 10th - Pros & Cons
UPSC Civil Services Exam prepara-

tion has its dimensions where you need 
constant hard work with concentration, 
patience, and proper direction. Do you 
understand why the UPSC exam is so 
difficult? It wants you to deal with pres-
sure. It desires to become a part of your 
lifestyle. UPSC will select you after con-
sidering your perception. It is crucial to 
understand the perception of UPSC, and 
you must discover that perception, then 
Consider the following question: Am I 
truly prepared for this exam? Only then 
should you consider preparing for the 
UPSC C.S.E exam. Let’s examine some 
pros and cons of preparing for UPSC after 
10th class.

Pros of Preparing For UPSC After 10th
If you begin preparing at this age, you 

will have more time than others to prepare 
for your IAS exam.

If you begin IAS exam preparation now, 
there won’t be many difficulties in your 
future preparation since you’ll have prob-
ably learned a lot by the time you have to 
appear for the exam.

If you start preparing for your IAS exam 
at this age, later on, the chances of going 

out of your home/city for coaching for the 
IAS exam are less.

You will be able to save money and time 
if you begin studying for your IAS exam 
at this age.

By preparing for the IAS exam at home, 
you will get the support of your family 
as well.

Cons of Preparing For UPSC After 10th
It may be a hasty decision to consider 

seriously preparing for the IAS exam at 
this young age without knowing sufficient 
knowledge.

Starting preparing for the IAS exam 
without knowing whether they are men-
tally and physically ready for it is often a 
problem seen at this age.

Students frequently struggle with find-
ing time to prepare for the IAS exam on 
top of their academic obligations.

It is often seen that there is a lack of con-
centration at this age, students start the 
IAS exam preparation but after some time 
they leave their preparation in the middle.

Students continue to struggle with find-
ing the best and most appropriate guid-
ance & resources for IAS exam prepara-
tion.

Coaching Assistance For UPSC Prepa-
ration

In the UPSC IAS exam, the appropriate 
guidance is very important in addition 
to hard work, therefore coaching assis-
tance is very important when preparing 
for the IAS exam, where you are con-
stantly receiving guidance from mentors 
or experts. In India, there are numerous 
coaching assistant platforms for UPSC 
preparation. If you want the most cost-
effective and best option, go with Test-
book’s “Online Supercoaching program,” 
which includes one-on-one mentoring, 
subject-specific mentors, and free live 
classes for UPSC Exam. Check out some 
of the other amazing features provided 
by Testbook.

Testbook offers you India’s best IAS 
Course for your preparation. Our faculty 
members are highly reputed professors, 
dynamic individuals, scholars, and sub-
ject matter experts who are well-known 
throughout India for their simple, student-
friendly, and effective teaching methods.

Conclusion
If you’re considering How to Start UPSC 

Preparation from Zero Level, keep your 
priorities in mind and begin your jour-
ney slowly and steadily. After thoroughly 
studying all aspects of the IAS Exam, you 
should approach the Civil Services Exam 
with all your heart and soul. To crack the 
IAS exam, you must always be sincere 
with yourself. However, it is important 
to remember that every journey has ups 
and downs, and the IAS exam will have 
both. The race can only be won by those 
who persevere with determination and 
devotion.

(Vijay GarG 
Educational columnist 

Malout Punjab)

In recent years, virtual reality (VR) tech-
nology has rapidly emerged as a ground-
breaking innovation with the potential to 

revolutionize various industries and redefine 
the way we experience the world around us. 
From entertainment and gaming to healthcare 
and education, VR is reshaping the way we 
interact with digital content and immersive 
environments. As this transformative technol-
ogy continues to gain momentum, its impact 
on society and industry is becoming increas-
ingly apparent. One of the most prominent 
areas where VR has made significant strides 
is in the entertainment and gaming industry. 
VR gaming experiences offer players a level of 
immersion and interactivity that traditional 
gaming cannot match. Players can step into 
virtual worlds, interact with characters and 
objects, and experience game play in a whole 
new dimension. With the development of 
advanced VR headsets and peripherals, such as 
motion controllers and haptic feedback devic-
es, the boundaries of gaming are being pushed 
further, blurring the lines between reality and 
virtuality. Beyond gaming, VR is also revolu-
tionizing the way we consume entertainment 
content. Virtual reality cinemas and theaters 
allow audiences to experience movies, con-
certs, and live events in a fully immersive 
environment, transporting them to front-row 
seats from the comfort of their own homes. 
Streaming platforms are also exploring VR as 
a means to deliver immersive content, offer-
ing users the opportunity to explore virtual 
worlds and interact with their favorite shows 
and movies like never before. In the field of 
healthcare, VR technology is proving to be a 
valuable tool for medical training, patient reha-
bilitation, and therapy. Medical students can 
now practice surgical procedures in realistic 
virtual environments, allowing for hands-on 
training without the need for cadavers or live 
patients. VR simulations are also being used 
to treat phobias, PTSD, and anxiety disorders 
by exposing patients to controlled virtual sce-
narios in a safe and controlled environment. 
Furthermore, VR therapy is showing promising 
results in pain management and rehabilitation. 
Patients recovering from injuries or surger-
ies can engage in immersive VR experiences 
that distract them from pain and discomfort, 
while also providing therapeutic exercises and 
activities to aid in their recovery process. VR 
has the potential to revolutionize traditional 
approaches to healthcare and therapy, offer-
ing personalized and immersive solutions 
to improve patient outcomes. In the realm 
of education and training, VR is transform-
ing the way students learn and professionals 
are trained. Virtual classrooms and training 
simulations allow students to explore complex 
concepts and environments in a hands-on and 
interactive manner. From exploring ancient 
civilizations to dissecting virtual organisms, 
VR enables educators to create engaging and 
immersive learning experiences that cater to 
diverse learning styles.

In the corporate world, VR training simu-
lations are being used to train employees in 
various industries, from manufacturing and 
construction to aviation and hospitality. Virtual 
simulations allow trainees to practice real-
world scenarios in a risk-free environment, 
reducing training costs and minimizing the 
potential for accidents or errors. As VR tech-
nology becomes more accessible and afford-
able, its applications in education and training 
are expected to continue to grow. While the 
potential of VR technology is immense, there 
are still challenges that need to be addressed to 
fully realize its benefits. High costs, technologi-
cal limitations, and concerns about privacy and 
ethics are among the hurdles that VR devel-
opers and adopters must navigate. Addition-
ally, ensuring accessibility and inclusivity in 
VR experiences is crucial to prevent widening 
existing inequalities.

However, despite these challenges, the oppor-
tunities presented by VR technology are vast 
and far-reaching. As the technology continues 
to evolve and mature, we can expect to see even 
more innovative applications and transforma-
tive experiences in the years to come. From 
revolutionizing entertainment and healthcare 
to redefining education and training, virtual 
reality is poised to shape the future in pro-
found and unexpected ways. As we embark on 
this journey into the virtual realm, one thing is 
certain: the possibilities are endless, and the 
future is virtual.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Puri 
Oil Mills Limited has 
announced the launch 
of ‘Mission Jumpstart’, 
a transformative CSR 
initiative, par tnering 
with Edify Sports and 
the Khiladi Foundation 
to support promising 
female athletes from 
underserved communi-
ties across India.

Committed to health 
and gender equality, 
the manufacturer of the 
popular brand, P Mark 
Mustard Oil, provides 
essential nutritional sup-
port to these athletes, 
aiming to level the play-
ing field in sports.

Tejasvini Puri, Head 
of the CSR Committee 
of Puri Oil Mills Limited, 
highlights their vision 
of empowering young 

women in sports, while 
Sachin Rustagi from 
Edify Sports praises 
the initiative’s impact on 
athlete development. 
Beyond sports achieve-
ments ‘MISSION JUMP-
START’ fosters broader 
social change by instill-
ing conf idence and 
resilience in these ath-
letes, shaping them for 
success on the global 
stage.

Top News Report

DODA, May 28: The 
Teachers Community 
of Zone Gundna orga-
nized a heartfelt farewell 
party for the outgoing 
Zonal Education Officer 
(ZEO) Gundna, Mohd 
Hussain Ganai, who is 
set to retire from gov-
ernment service on May 
31, 2024. The event was 
marked by the presence 
of several distinguished 
guests, including Farooq 
Khan, Incharge Principal 
HSS Mohalla;  Wajahat 
Hussain, Naib Tehsildar 
Mohalla; Surinder Singh, 
Headmaster HS Gulma-
na; and Nazir Ahmed, 
Retired Bank Manager.

Naseer Ahmed wel-
comed the chief guest, 
guests of honor, and 

retired teachers on 
behalf of the entire 
teachers’ community. 
Various speakers took 
the stage to reflect on 
Ganai’s service tenure 
and commend his signifi-
cant contributions to the 
education sector and the 
welfare of students and 
society in Zone Gundna. 
His honesty, dedication, 
punctuality, and humble 

nature were particularly 
highlighted.

During the event, the 
teachers’ community 
also honored several 
retired teachers for their 
valuable services in edu-
cation. Gifts and memen-
tos were presented to 
Ganai as tokens of love 
and respect, and the 
retired teachers were 
similarly honored.

Prominent speakers 
included Farooq Ahmed 
Khan, Surinder Singh, 
Wajahat Hussain, Dheer-
aj Kumar, Ghulam Nabi 
Wantt, Naseer Ahmed, 
Tariq Hussain, Namita 
Shan, Mohd Shafi, Javed 
Iqbal, Abdul Rashid, 
Farooq Ahmed, Mohd 
Amin, Shabir Ahmed, 
Subash Chander, and 
Raman Sharma.

The program proceed-
ings were managed 
by Farooq Ahmed and 
Javed Iqbal Dar. Head-
master GUPS Assisi, 
Shoket Ali Ganai, deliv-
ered the vote of thanks 
on behalf of the teach-
ers of Zone Gundna, 
expressing gratitude to 
all attendees for their 
presence and participa-
tion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Prof. 
Jugal Kishore, Head of 
the Department of Math-
ematics, was unanimous-
ly elected as the staff 
secretary of the college. 
The staff of the GDC, R. 
S. Pura, has exhibited 
unwavering trust and 
confidence in his integ-
rity and leadership. The 
election process was ini-
tiated with the nomination 

proposal forwarded by 
Dr. Chanchal Angral and 
seconded by Dr. Kiran 
Pathania and Dr. Hari 
Singh, and the staff of 
the college unanimously 
voted in favour of Prof. 
Jugal Kishore as the staff 
secretary.

Expressing his grati-
tude upon being elect-
ed, Prof. Jugal Kishore, 
thanked the teaching fra-
ternity for their support 
and confidence shown 

by them in him. He also 
assured that he would try 
his level best to act as a 
linchpin between the col-
lege administration and 
the staff while upholding 
the tenets of transpar-
ency, integrity, and hon-
esty while discharging his 
role as staff secretary. He 
also highlighted his vision 
for the college, with an 
emphasis on the better-
ment of the students and 
institution, and exhibited 

his determination to con-
tribute towards the excel-
lence of the college.

In a move towards 
effective execution of 
his responsibilities, Prof. 
Jugal Kishore, nominated 
his team comprising Dr. 
Sudesh Kumar and Dr. 
Shivani Manchanda, as 
Joint Secretaries and 
Dr. Hari Singh as Trea-
surer. Dr. Rajni Bhagat, 
principal of the college, 
along with other staff 
members, congratulated 
Prof. Jugal Kishore for his 
new role. The whole pro-
cess of the election was 
consummated under the 
supervision of the elec-
tion commissioners, Dr. 
Neena Gupta, and Prof. 
Shifali Abrol, and con-
cluded with positive note 
in the presence of the 
entire teaching fraternity 
of the college present on 
the occasion.

Top News Report

KANPUR, May 28: Shri 
Ram Institute of Higher 
Education, Kanpur (UP) 
Organized an Interna-
tional E- Conference on 
Innovations in Business 
and Management. Dr. 
R.K. Uppal was invited 
as a keynote speaker in 
this conference.

Addressing to the par-
ticipants Dr. Uppal said 
Innovations are key factor 
for the development of 
Business and it is the 
Information Technology 
which manages the busi-
ness.

He said Schumpeter, a 
great economist also dis-
cussed five key innova-
tions for Economic Devel-
opment like: Introduction 
of a New Product, Intro-
duction of a New Method 
of Production, opening 

of a New Market, Dis-
covery of a New Source 
of Raw Material and 
Re-organization of an 
Industry. During the G-20 
countries summit in New 
Delhi, India was highly 
praised for its efforts to 
create new innovations 
in business, and today 
all innovations are man-
aged through information 
technologies.

According to Dr. Uppal, 
this topic is especially 
relevant because many 
changes/innovations are 
occurring in business, 
and new approaches 
are emerging to manage 
them.

Through technological 
advancements, India will 
soon become the world’s 
5th and 3rd largest 
economies, respectively. 
Advance countries (such 
as the USA, UK, Japan, 

and others) are closely 
watching every innova-
tion in India’s business 
and business manage-
ment methods.

Also, Dr. Uppal praised 
all the presenters for 
selecting relevant topics 
for their presentations in 
this conference.

Dr. Rajinder Kumar 
Uppal, a prolific writer, 
a Man of Letters, a dis-
tinguished Professor of 
Emeritus, an acclaimed 
academician, research 
stalwart, and the more 
ingenious guide has won 
accolades not only in the 
academic field but also in 
the genre of research.

Presently, he is serv-
ing in the most exalted 
institution, Baba Farid 
College of Management 
and Technology (Punjab), 
as a Professor-cum-Prin-
cipal.

Top News Report

DARHAL, May 28: GDC 
Darhal hosted a delega-
tion of educationists and 
faculty members from 
various regional col-
leges. The visit aimed 
to spread career aware-
ness among students 
and explore the launch 
of new courses, includ-
ing science streams.

Led by Principal Prof. 
Zamir Ahmed Mirza, the 
initiative was supported 
by IQAC Coordinator Dr. 
M. SaleemWani, NSS 
Coordinator Dr. Mohd 
Akhlaq, and faculty mem-
bers Dr. Ghulam Abbas, 
Dr. Taseem Ahmed, 
Prof. Anzar Ahmed, and 
others.

The esteemed guests 
engaged in a compre-
hensive discussion with 
the college adminis-
tration and students, 
addressing issues crucial 

to higher education. They 
deliberated on strate-
gies to enhance student 
enrollment and guided 
students toward market-
oriented skill courses for 
promising career pros-
pects.

A comprehensive tour 
of the college facilities 
provided the education-
ists with firsthand experi-
ence of the state-of-the-
art infrastructure and 
resources available at 
GDC Darhal. From well-

equipped classrooms to 
advanced laboratories, 
the visit showcased the 
college’s commitment to 
providing a conductive 
learning environment for 
its students.

As the visit concluded, 
the educationists offered 
valuable feedback and 
recommendations, laying 
the groundwork for future 
collaborations and initia-
tives. Their expertise and 
insights will undoubt-
edly guide GDC Darhal 

as it continues its jour-
ney toward academic 
excellence and student 
empowerment.

The dialogue empha-
sized the importance of 
collaboration and syner-
gy between colleges to 
develop innovative pro-
grams and create oppor-
tunities for students. The 
educationists shared 
best practices and expe-
riences, contributing to a 
multifaceted understand-
ing of challenges and 

potential solutions in the 
education sector.

This event marked a 
significant step towards 
enhancing the quality 
of higher education in 
the region. It provided 
a platform for diverse 
perspectives, practical 
advice, and action plans 
to address the changing 
needs of students and 
society.

The Principal of GDC 
Darhal expressed grati-
tude to the visiting del-
egation for their valuable 
insights and support. He 
stressed the college’s 
commitment to providing 
students with the best 
possible education and 
career guidance.

This initiative is a tes-
tament to the dedication 
of GDC Darhal towards 
student development 
and the advancement 
of higher education in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Puri Oil Mills Limited launches 
mission Jumpstart

Teachers of Zone Gundna bid farewell 
to outgoing ZEO Ganai

GDC RS Pura holds Election of Staff Secretary

Prof. Uppal emphasizes importance 
of Technology and Innovation in 
Business and Management

Educationists’ visit to GDC Darhal: Pioneering 
Career Awareness and Course Innovation

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, May 28: 
Under the eminent aus-
pices of Director Subash 
Chander Chhibber, and 
the venerable chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner Saloni Rai, the 
Department of Youth Ser-
vices and Sports Office 
(DYSS) of Udhampur ini-
tiated its renowned Dis-
trict-level Inter-School/
Inter-Zonal Tournament 
at the Subash Stadium, 

Udhampur.
The grand event is being 

meticulously overseen by 
Joint Director YSS Ved 
Parkash, and DYSSO 
Udhampur Romesh 
Chander Mishra, ensur-
ing the highest standards 
of excellence.

On the eighth day of the 
tournament, badminton 
and yoga matches were 
underway at Subash Sta-
dium.

DYSSO Udhampur, 
Romesh Chander Mishra, 

attended as the chief 
guest and interacted with 
the 163 participants from 
various zones, empha-
sizing the importance of 
staying hydrated amidst 
intense heat waves.

He also expressed 
gratitude to the CMO 
Udhampur for providing 
medical facilities for the 
participants.

The event’s officials 
included badminton 
officials Rakesh Sawh-
ney, Manik Nargotra, 

Ashutosh Gupta, San-
jeev Verma, Vishal Modi, 
Pallavi Choudary, Jyoti 
Sharma, and Roshi 
Gupta, as well as yoga 
officials Surender Kumar, 
Raman Kumar, Meenu, 
and Nitin Rathore.

The press and public-
ity team comprised Jas-
winder Singh, Anshu 
Brat Khanna, and Vipan 
Photra. The office staff, 
including Anita Goswa-
mi, Ramesh Chander, 
Sanjeev Kumar, Vikas 

Sharma, Abdul Qadir, 
Sanjeev Khajuria, and 
Meenakshi Sharma, were 
instrumental in orches-
trating this prestigious 
event.

Badminton: U17 Girls: 
Singles: Kulnaaz (Zone 
Udhampur) beat Run-
ner-up: Manju (Zone 
Ramnagar): Doubles: 
Trisha & Swantika (Zone 
Udhampur) beat Mevika 
& Deepika (Zone Ram-
nagar).

U14 Girls: Singles: 
Ananya Sharma (Zone 
Ramnagar) beat Meen-
akshi Devi (Zone Pan-
cheri). Doubles: Ananya 
Sharma & Kritika (Zone 
Ramnagar) beat Ashu & 
Meenakshi Devi (Zone 
Pancheri)

Yoga: U14 Girls: Shilpa 
Sharma (Zone Ram-
nagar), 1st, Pari Sharma 
(Zone Ramnagar), 2nd. 
U17 Girls: Smriti (Zone 
Udhampur), 1st, Dherya 
Jandial (Zone Udhampur)

District-level Inter-School/Inter-Zonal Tournament held

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 28: 
The Akhil Bhartiya Rash-
triya Shaikshik Maha-
sangh (ABRSM) District 
unit of Kishtwar, led by 
District President Neeraj 
Parihar, met with the 
Director School Educa-
tion Jammu (DSEJ), 
Ashok Sharma, to discuss 
various demands aimed 
at improving the educa-
tion system in Kishtwar 
and other districts in the 
Jammu division.

The delegation pre-
sented a ten-point char-
ter of demands, including 
changing the academic 
session from March to 

December in winter zones 
for better alignment with 
climatic conditions, con-
ducting Departmental 
Promotion Committees 
(DPC) for promoting 

teachers, initiating the 
Regular Annual Trans-
fer Drive (ATD-2024) to 
reassign teachers sta-
tioned in remote areas, 
and ensuring rationaliza-

tion of teachers accord-
ing to established norms. 
Other demands included 
merging low enrollment 
and rented schools with 
nearby government 

schools, prompt clear-
ance of pending Grade-
II and Grade-III files, 
renovating damaged 
infrastructure, providing 
sweeper services in pri-
mary and middle schools, 
and introducing Sociology 
and Psychology subjects 
at the Higher Secondary 
level.

Sharma assured the del-
egation of early resolution 
of these issues and direct-
ed the Chief Education 
Officer (CEO) Kishtwar to 
work collaboratively with 
the ABRSM District unit.

The delegation included 
members Rishi Singh, 
Arvinder Kishore, Kulbus-
han, and Subash.

ABRSM Kishtwar unit calls on DSEJ, 
submits ten-point demands Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, May 28: GDC Udhampur 
organized a farewell party for the staff on 
academic arrangement in conference hall 
under the supervision of Principal Prof. (Dr.) 
Romesh Kumar Gupta. 

The farewell was organized to recognize 
the valuable contribution made by staff on 
academic arrangement for the smooth con-
duct of academic activities in the college.

Dr. Jang Bahadur, Dr. Rupali Sharma, Dr. 
Ujjwal Gupta and Dr. Neha Sharma shared 
their experiences of working in the college.

All of them were equivocal in the praise 
for the congenial atmosphere of the college 
where all ranks are treated equally.

They expressed their gratitude to the 
principal and staff of GDC Udahmpur for 
providing conducive working environment.

Speaking on the occasion, Principal Prof. 
(Dr). Romesh Kumar Gupta commended 
the staff on academic arrangement for their 

and dedication, perseverance and sincerity 
throughout their tenure.

He exhorted the outgoing staff to embrace 
challenges, stay curious and continue to 
learn and carry a positive impact as they 
venture out on new journey.

He also emphasized that staff on aca-
demic arrangement is backbone of every 
collage.

Prof. B. L. Thakur, also spoke on the occa-
sion and conveyed his heartfelt gratitude 
to staff on academic arrangement. The 
event was coordinated and managed by 
Dr. Jagjeet Singh, the Staff Secretary of 
the College.

GDC Udhampur bids adieu to 
staff on Academic Arrangement
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Congrats Accused No. 25!

Amid the outpouring of con-
gratulatory messages for Payal 
Kapadia, who won the second 
highest honour at the 77th 
Cannes Film Festival, a mes-
sage from her alma mater, FTII, 
lauding her has garnered much 
attention. At the gala, Kapadia 
charted history by becoming 
the first Indian filmmaker to win 
the Grand Prix award for All We 
Imagine As Light.

The Film and Television Insti-
tute of India in a post on X said 
it was a moment of pride for the 
FTII and congratulated Kapadia 
for the award. “It is a moment 
of pride for FTII as its alumni 
created history at Cannes. 
As we witness a phenomenal 
year for Indian Cinema at the 
77th Cannes Film Festival, 
FTII cherishes the glorious 
achievements of its alumni at 
this mega international stage 
of cinema,” officials of the insti-
tute said in a post on X. “We 
congratulate Payal Kapadia for 
winning the Grand Prix Award, 
Santosh Sivan for receiving the 
Pierre Angnieux Tribute Award, 
Maisam Ali for his debut at 
ACID and Chidanand S Naik 
for winning La Cinef. Their 

achievements are taking Indian 
Cinema to greater heights,” the 
post added.

FTII had earlier initiated disci-
plinary action against Payal for 
protesting over the appointment 
of Gajendra Chauhan as the 
chairman of the Pune-based 
institute back in 2015. The stu-
dents argued that he didn’t have 
the credibility, owing to his work 
in B-grade movies, to head a 
premier institution like FTII. An 
FIR was filed against Payal and 
34 other students for holding 
FTII director Prashant Pathrabe 
captive in his office in 2015.

Cannes to court

Oscar-winning Indian sound 
designer Resul Pookutty in a 
post on social media said the 
mainstream Indian film industry 
has nothing to do with this glory 
and they ‘only looked at us as 
outcasts’.

He said, “Payal (Accused 
No.25) comes back from 
Cannes and next month, will 
have to go for her court case 
hearing that FTII lodged against 
her for striking against the 
appointment of Mr Chouhan as 
the Chairman! Interesting isn’t 
it?”

Double standard
Actor Ali Fazal has also 

slammed FTII for their double 
standards on congratulating 
filmmaker Payal Kapadia, for 
her historic win at Cannes. Ali 
registered a strong disagree-
ment as he called out the insti-
tute. He wrote, “Uhhh… please 
don’t. Just don’t.”

Achievement!
Priyanka Chopra is celebrat-

ing the monumental achieve-
ments of Indian cinema at 
Cannes 2024. Chopra took to 
her Instagram Stories to extend 
heartfelt congratulations to Ana-
suya Sengupta, Chidananda S 
Naik, and the team behind All 
We Imagine As Light. She high-
lighted the significance of this 
victory for Indian cinema, “It’s 
a moment for Indian cinema at 
@festivaldecannes. Big shout 
and congratulations to you all.”

Women power
Bollywood actress Kiara 

Advani wrote, “From witness-
ing two historic wins for women 
from India to meeting amazing 
women from around the world, 
discussing our passion and 
love for cinema and our role 
as women in the growing land-
scape of film; all of it has given 
me so much joy.”

After mesmerising 
the audience with her 
two-night performance 
at Estadio da Luz in 
Lisbon, Portugal, Taylor 
Swift has now written a 
loving thankyou note to 
Lisbon and its people.

“It’s official, I left my 
heart in Lisbon. My first 
time in Portugal and you 
all made me feel like I 
was right at home,” she 
wrote on her Instagram 
handle. “I’ll seriously 
never forget the way 
you treated us, the over-
whelming love and pas-
sion and hands in the air 
and dancing and how 
you screamed every 
lyric!! Muito obrigada.”

And in a video on X, 
Taylor referred to her 
previous music eras, 
naming her albums 
Red, Fearless, and 
Speak Now, which she 
toured throughout the 
world, “And during the 
course of those tours... 
we made so many fun 
memories, but the one 
thing that I wish I would 
have done differently 
is I wish I could have 
brought every one of 
those tours to come see 
you in Lisbon.

Taylor Swift: ‘I left my heart 
in Lisbon’As FTII congratulates Payal Kapadia, who was earlier booked for leading a protest 

against the appointment of Gajendra Singh Chouhan as its 
chairperson in 2015, celebs slam the institute

In the heart of Punjab, amidst 
the echoes of history, a ground-
breaking narrative unfolds — 84 
Toh Baad, an upcoming series 
on the Chaupal OTT platform 
takes upon itself to illuminate 
tales seldom told. Woven with 
threads of truth and strife, this 
series promises a fresh per-
spective on the aftermath of 
the 1984 riots. The inspiration 
behind 84 Toh Baad emerges 
from the depths of Punjab’s col-
lective memory.

Speaking on the series’ origin, 
the makers reflect on the indel-
ible imprint left by the events 
of 1984. “No one person, reli-
gion or community was spared,” 
acknowledges Sandeep 
Bansal, founder Chaupal OTT, 
who adds, “Everything related 
or touched by those tumultuous 
times bore the scars.”

With a commitment to unveil-
ing the multifaceted truths of 
Punjab’s past, the series aims 
to offer a narrative distinct from 

previous portrayals of the era. 
As its director Patanga says, 
“Departing from conventional 
narratives that focus solely on 

extremism, the series delves 
into the lives shattered by the 
upheaval.”

Contrary to its title, the makers 
suggest this series transcends 
the confines of a specific time 
period. “The real impact came 
after ’84 and created ripples 
that reverberate even today,” 
Nitin Gupta, chief content offi-
cer and project head of 84 Toh 
Baad emphasises. The series 
endeavours to showcase the 
enduring scars etched into 
Punjab’s collective conscious-
ness and central to the series’ 
narrative is Punjab itself, a land 
imbued with the spirit of resil-
ience and camaraderie. Led 
by Gurshabad Singh, Kuljinder 
Singh Sidhu, Jarnail Singh, Par-
kash Gadhu and Richa Bhatt, 
the cast brings a wealth of expe-
rience to the project.

Of turbulent times an upcoming web series 84 
Toh Baad captures the aftermath of 1984 riots

Oscar winner Guneet 
Monga and producer 
Ashvini Yardi have col-
laborated with the She 
Leads Impact Fund on 
the documentary Kick-
ing Balls, to address 
the history of child mar-
riages in India. The 
documentary explores 
three villages in Rajas-
than where an NGO is 
tackling child marriage 
through football.

Monga said, “Each 
year, 12 million girls are 
married before the age 
of 18. That’s 23 girls 
every minute. Kicking 
Balls became a project 
that we knew could not 
just be a film; it had to 
be a conversation. We 

storytellers are meant 
to reflect what we see 
at the grassroots — our 
effort is to tell stories 

that ignite conversa-
tions and spark change 
in the policies of the 
country.”

Guneet Monga partners with She 
Leads Impact Fund for documentary 
against child marriage

Singer and actor Lady 
Gaga says her version 
of Harley Quinn, her 
character in the much 
ant ic ipated movie 
‘Joker: Folie a Deux’, 

will be different from its 
previous iterations.

In the film, a sequel 
to Todd Phillips ‘Joker’, 
she will star opposite 
Joaquin Phoenix, who 

reprises his Academy 
Award-winning role of 
Arthur Fleck aka Joker 
from the 2019 movie.

Gaga said her Harley 
Quinn will be a “com-
pletely brand new” 
rendition of the charac-
ter from the DC comic 
books or previous films 
in the franchise.

“My version of Harley 
is mine. It’s very authen-
tic to this movie and 
these characters. I’ve 
never done anything 
like this before, so it’s all 
going to be completely 
brand new and fun,” the 
Oscar-winner told enter-
tainment news outlet 
Access Hollywood.

The character has 
been previously por-
trayed by Margot 
Robbie in franchise films 
such as ‘Suicide Squad’, 
‘Birds of Prey’ and ‘The 
Suicide Squad’.

‘Joker: Folie a Deux’ 
also stars Catherine 
Keener, Brendan Glee-
son and Zazie Beetz. 
Phillips’ film is part of 
DC Elseworlds and is 
not set in the universe 
taken care of by the 
new DC Studios heads 
Peter Safran and James 
Gunn.

The musical film will hit 
the screens on October 
4.

Lady Gaga on her role in ‘Joker: 
Folie à Deux’: My version of 
Harley is authentic

“Panchayat” director 
Deepak Kumar Mishra 
says there are at least 
two more seasons in 
the pipeline for the 
popular comedy drama 
series and the team has 
already started work on 
the fourth installment.

Mishra’s comments 
come days before the 
season three premiere 
of the Prime Video 
show, starring Jitendra 
Kumar, Neena Gupta, 
Raghubir Yadav, Faisal 
Malik, Chandan Roy, 
and Sanvikaa.

“Panchayat” became 
an instant hit with the 
viewers when it pre-
miered in 2020 and its 
second season also 
garnered overwhelming 
response upon its 2022 
premiere.

We have started writ-
ing season four. For 
us, generally there’s no 
break between two sea-
sons. 

The third season is 
over and we have writ-
ten three to four epi-
sodes (of season four) 

of the show.
“So far, we have 

thought about making 
season four and five. 
For season four, we 
have a clear idea, and 
there is a broader idea 
for season five,” Mishra 
told agency here.

“Panchayat” revolves 
around Abhishek Tripa-
thi (Kumar), an engi-
neering graduate, who 

for lack of a better job 
option, takes up the post 
of a secretary of a pan-
chayat office in Phulera, 
a fictional remote village 
in Uttar Pradesh.

When the team began 
working on “Panchayat” 
season three, the direc-
tor said they were “care-
ful to not get swayed by 
the popularity” of the 
previous two chapters.

“We made sure that we 
made the right content 
and retained the core 
soul of the show. We 
wanted to take the story 
forward organically. 

However, we have to 
make sure that the new 
season is more enter-
taining and emotional,” 
he added.

Mishra recalled when 
season one of “Pan-

chayat” started stream-
ing in 2020, they were a 
bit unsure about wheth-
er the show would find 
an audience.

“As the show was in a 
different space at that 
point of a time, there 
was a theory about how 
much will be its accept-
ability. 

We had put in a lot 
of effort in the script in 
terms of creative ideas.

“So, we had that much 
confidence that if people 
watched the entire show, 
then it would be a hit. 

But what if they don’t 
watch it? Then, there 
would be a problem. I 
have grown up watch-
ing these kinds of sto-
ries and I was hopeful 
that people will definitely 
accept the show,” he 
said.

The third season of 
“Panchayat”, created by 
The Viral Fever (TVF), 
will premiere in Hindi, 
with dubs in Tamil, 
Telugu, Malayalam and 
Kannada.

Work has begun on ‘Panchayat 4’, plan 
to make season five too, says 

director Deepak Mishra
Mishra’s comments come days before the season three premiere of the Prime Video show
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NEW DELHI, May 28 (Agen-
cies): Accusing the INDIA bloc 
of indulging in “vote bank poli-
tics,” Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has criticised opposition 
parties for undermining the 
constitutional rights of Sched-
uled Castes (SC), Scheduled 
Tribes (ST), and Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC), stating 
that these groups needed to 
be protected.

In an exclusive interview with 
agency, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi explained why reser-
vation had become a crucial 
issue in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections, framing his narra-
tive as a call to safeguard the 
constitutional principles and 
the rights of marginalised com-
munities.

“I want to alert the SC, ST, 
OBC & other backward-class 
people because by keeping 
them in darkness, they (opposi-
tion) are looting them. The elec-
tion is such a time that I should 
make the countrymen aware 
of the biggest crisis that is 
coming. Therefore, I have been 
explaining this to the people. 
The basic spirit of the Consti-
tution of India is being violated 
and that too for the sake of vote 
bank politics. Those who call 
themselves well-wishers of the 
Dalits, Tribals, are in reality 
their staunch enemies...There 
is an imprint of the Muslim 
League in their manifesto. Do 
you want to destroy the coming 
generations also for the sake 
of the vote bank? I will fight for 
the rights of my Dalit, tribal, 
and OBC brothers and sisters. 
And that’s why I’m fighting the 
battle.”

Modi claimed that those who 
call themselves the biggest 
sympathisers of the backward 
communities are, in reality, their 
biggest enemies.

Accusing the opposition of 
converting educational institu-
tions into minority institutions, 
the Prime Minister highlighted 

that this action ended protec-
tions for SC, ST, and OBC com-
munities.

“They swiftly converted edu-
cational institutions into minority 
institutions, thereby eliminating 
reservations. For instance, in 
Delhi, Jamia Millia Univer-
sity was designated a minority 
institution, resulting in the loss 
of reservations, affecting both 
admissions and jobs. It later 
emerged that around 10,000 
such institutions have been 
removed from the reach of SC, 
ST, and OBC protections,” PM 
Modi said.

“They had made arrange-
ments for it and even leveraged 
it for vote bank politics. When 
this concerning issue came to 
my attention, I felt it was my duty 
to take charge of the country,” 
he added.

PM Modi expressed his con-
cerns about the Congress 
party’s stance on reservations, 
which became evident to him 
after they released their mani-
festo. He recounted his reaction 
to the manifesto, describing it 
as a reflection of the Muslim 
League’s approach.

The Congress party, in its 
manifesto, ‘Nyay Patra’ released 
on April 5 mentioned that it will 
pass a constitutional amend-
ment to raise the 50 percent 
cap on reservations for SCs, 
STs and OBCs.

“This manifesto gave me 
another shock. And that’s why, 

when I saw the first manifesto, 
my first thought was that this 
manifesto has the imprint of 
Muslim League. So for two-
three days, they thought that 
there is no need to respond to 
this. When they did not give any 
answer, that is when I started 
opening up one by one. For 
example, in this country, they 
say that we will also fix quota 
for minorities in sports. Today, 
children from Punjab are doing 
very well in the world of sports. 
Our youth in Bengal are doing 
very well in football. Our youth 
in Uttar Pradesh are doing very 
well in athletics. The youth put in 
so much hard work, they wake 
up at 4 in the morning. Con-
gress says this will now go to 
the minority, so where will my 
hardworking young man go? 
What will happen to him?” PM 
Modi pointed out.

The Prime Minister criticised 
the Congress party’s proposal 
to reserve government tenders 
for minorities. He explained that 
for critical projects, such as con-
structing an important bridge, 
the contract should go to the 
company with the best track 
record, resources, capabilities, 
and qualifications.

“Suppose today a very impor-
tant bridge is being built... who 
will build the bridge? The one 
who has a track record, the one 
who has the resources, the one 
who has the capability, the one 
who can perform, the one who 

meets all the requirements. 
There is competition in that. And 
the one who wins the competi-
tion gets the tender. They don’t 
say this. All this happens later. 
Now tell me, if in the same way, 
only on the basis of religion, 
quotas are given, that bridge will 
be built and people will be killed, 
then who will be responsible? 
Do you want to destroy future 
generations for the vote bank? 
So these were some topics that 
the Congress brought into their 
politics of vote bank and it is 
now up to me to save the rights 
of my OBC, SC, and ST broth-
ers and sisters,” he said.

PM Modi claimed that the 
atrocities committed by the 
opposition related to reservation 
came to light after the recent 
decision by the Calcutta High 
Court to cancel OBC certificates 
was declared.

“They have a modus operan-
di. First, they started the sin of 
giving it to minorities by making a 
law in Andhra Pradesh, they lost 
in the Supreme Court and the 
High Court rejected it because 
the Constitution does not allow 
it. So they cleverly started the 
game from the back door and 
these people overnight made all 
the castes of Muslim as OBCs 
and they robbed the OBCs of 
their rights,” the PM said.

“When the High Court’s judge-
ment came, it became clear 
that such a big fraud was taking 
place. But what is even more 
unfortunate is that for vote bank 
politics, now they are also abus-
ing the judiciary. And they are 
even saying that no matter what 
happens, we are not going to 
listen to the court. This situation 
cannot be acceptable under any 
circumstances,” the PM added.

Six phases of the Lok Sabha 
elections have been completed 
so far and the final phase will be 
held on June 1 across 57 con-
stituencies in 8 states.

The results of the elections will 
be declared on June 4.

Modi claims Congress ‘biggest enemy’ of minorities, 
says reservation is key issue in 2024 polls

NEW DELHI, May 
28 (Agencies): Hitting 
out at the BJP over 
the death of a slain 
Dalit youth’s sister in 
Madhya Pradesh’s 
Sagar, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on Tues-
day alleged that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has ended the rule of 
law and asserted that 
“we will create a system 
where even the weakest 
person will be able to 
raise his voice strongly 
against oppression”.

The woman, who 
had lodged a case last 
August claiming her 
brother, a Dalit, was 
beaten to death by 
some persons pressur-
ing her for a compro-
mise in a harassment 
case, died on Sunday 
after she fell from an 
ambulance carrying her 
uncle’s body in Sagar.

Notably, her uncle 
Rajendra Ahirwar was 
beaten to death on Sat-
urday night by some 
people over an old 
enmity, police sources 
said.

In a post in Hindi on 
X, Gandhi said, “Nar-

endra Modi has ended 
the ‘rule of law’. My 
heart is filled with pain 
and anger just think-
ing about what the BJP 
leaders have done 
to this Dalit family in 
Madhya Pradesh.”

It is a matter of shame 
that under the BJP 
rule, the government 
is always found to be 
standing with the cul-
prits instead of the vic-
timised women, he said.

Such incidents break 
the courage of every 
person who has no 
other way except to take 
the recourse of law to 
seek justice, the former 
Congress chief said.

“I assure you that we 
will create a system 
where even the weak-
est person will be able to 
raise his voice strongly 
against oppression. We 
cannot allow justice to 
become dependent 
on wealth and power,” 
Gandhi said.

Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra on Monday had 
also slammed the Modi 
government over the 
death of the woman, 

alleging that whenever 
sisters against whom 
atrocities were com-
mitted sought justice, 
their families were 
“destroyed.”

In a post in Hindi on X, 
Priyanka Gandhi said, 
“This incident that hap-
pened with a Dalit sister 
in Madhya Pradesh 
is heart-wrenching. 
The people of BJP are 
after the Constitution 
because they do not 
want that women of the 
country, Dalits, tribals 
and backward people 
should live with dignity, 
nor their complaints 
heard anywhere.”

“Be it the wrestler sis-
ters in Delhi, the victims 
of Hathras-Unnao or this 
horrific incident, wherev-
er women were tortured, 
Narendra Modi ji and his 
government saved the 
accused. If the sisters 
on whom atrocities were 
committed sought jus-
tice, their families were 
destroyed,” the Con-
gress general secretary 
had said.

The women of the 
country are not going to 
remain silent now, she 
had said.

The woman had 
alleged that her brother 
Nitin Ahirwar, alias Lalu, 
was killed on August 24, 
2023, by some people 
who used to harass her, 
prompting a sit-in pro-
test by Congress leader 
Digvijaya Singh in Baro-
dia Nonagir village.

PM Modi has ended ‘rule 
of law’: Rahul slams BJP 
on Dalit woman’s death 

in Madhya Pradesh
Modi claimed that those who call themselves the biggest sympathisers of the 

backward communities are, in reality, their biggest enemies.

Such incidents break the courage of every person 
who has no other way except to take the recourse of 
law to seek justice, the former Congress chief said.

AIZAWL, May 28 
(Agencies): Twelve 
people died and several 
others were missing as 
a stone quarry collapsed 
in Mizoram’s Aizawl dis-
trict on Tuesday morn-
ing amid incessant rains 
as an impact of cyclone 
Remal, officials said.

The incident happened 
around 6 am in an area 
between Melthum and 
Hlimen on the southern 
outskirts of the Aizawl 
town, they said.

“Twelve bodies have 
been recovered so far, 
while several others 
are suspected to be 
still trapped under the 
debris,” Aizawl’s Deputy 
Commissioner Nazuk 
Kumar told agency.

“We are looking for 
more bodies. The opera-
tions will continue till we 
clear the entire site,” she 
added.

D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
of Police (DGP) Anil 
Shukla told agency that 
heavy rains were affect-

ing the rescue opera-
tions at the disaster site.

He said the rains trig-
gered landslides at 
several other places in 
the state and at least 
two persons have been 
“swept away”.

Among the victims of 
the stone quarry col-
lapse are a four-year-old 
boy and a six-year-old 
girl, another police offi-
cer said.

“We have also rescued 
two persons alive from 
the site,” he said.

A landslide swept away 
a building in Aizawl’s 
Salem Veng, following 
which three persons 

went missing. Search is 
underway for them, an 
official said.

The state capital has 
been cut off from the rest 
of the country due to a 
landslide on National 
Highway 6 at Hunthar, 
officials said. Besides, 
several intra-state high-
ways have also been 
disrupted by landslides, 
they said.

Chief Minister Lalduho-
ma announced Rs 4 
lakh ex-gratia for the 
families of those killed 
in calamities caused 
by rains, including the 
quarry collapse.

He handed over 

cheques of Rs 2 lakh 
each to the families of 
the eight Mizo people 
who died in the quarry 
collapse and said the 
remaining amount would 
be given to them soon.

Home Minister K Sap-
danga told agency, “The 
identities of the four non-
tribal people are being 
verified. If they are 
permanent residents 
of Mizoram, they will 
be given the ex-gratia 
amount. If they came 
here temporarily to work, 
then they will not get any 
financial support.”

Lalduhoma said the 
government has ear-
marked Rs 15 crore to 
tackle disasters trig-
gered by rains, which 
occurred as an afteref-
fect of cyclone Remal.

Later, Lalduhoma 
along with Sapdanga, 
who also handles the 
Disaster Management 
and Rehabil itation 
Department, visited the 
stone quarry site to take 

stock of the situation 
and oversee the rescue 
operations.

Because of the 
rains, all schools were 
closed and government 
employees, except 
those involved in provid-
ing essential services, 
were asked to work from 
home.

Meanwhile, more than 
30 families were shifted 
to safer places due to 
unprecedented flood-
ing of the Tlawng river 
at Sairang village, about 
21 km from Aizawl, a 
senior official said.

“Several farms on the 
bank of the river have 
been fully submerged 
by the water. The water 
level is continuing to 
rise. However, no casu-
alty has been reported,” 
he added.

In Aizawl town, some 
cemeteries have also 
been swept away by 
landslides, and over 150 
graves damaged.

12 dead, several feared trapped as stone quarry 
collapses in Mizoram amid rains

NEW DELHI, May 28 
(Agencies): A fire broke 
out at an eye hospital in 
Delhi’s Paschim Vihar 
area on Tuesday. 

However, no one was 
injured in the incident 
and people were safely 
evacuated from the 
building.

The fire broke out on 
the second floor of Eye 
Mantra Hospital around 
12 noon, a Delhi Fire 
Services official told 
agency. 

Six fire tenders have 
been pressed into 
service to douse the 
flames.

The incident comes 
days after seven babies 
died following a mas-
sive fire at a private 
children’s hospital in 
east Delhi’s Vivek Vihar. 
Five of the oxygen cyl-

inders exploded during 
the deadly blaze, com-
pounding the situation.

An investigation by the 
National Commission 
for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) found 
several safety lapses at 
the Baby Care Centre.

In its report, the 
NCPCR said emergency 
exits were absent in the 
building, fire extinguish-
ers were non-functional 
and there was a lack of 
operational fire alarms 

and water sprinkler sys-
tems. 

The findings of the 
commission were 
shared with the Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor 
and Police Commis-
sioner.

Dr Naveen Khichi, 
the hospital’s owner, 
and an on-duty doctor 
were arrested following 
the tragedy. They have 
been sent by a city court 
to three-day police cus-
tody.

Fire breaks out at eye hospital in 
Delhi’s Paschim Vihar

No one was injured in the blaze at west Delhi’s 
Eye Mantra hospital and people were safely 

evacuated from the building. 

NEW DELHI, May 28 
(Agencies): A 22-year-
old ‘lady don’, also a 
member of Deepak 
Agrola and Karamveer 
Kaala gang, was arrest-
ed from Fatehpur area 
in the national capital, 
Delhi Police’s Special 
Cell official said today.

The accused was iden-
tified as Kaili Tanwar, a 
resident of Ghaziabad 

district in Uttar Pradesh 
and was also carrying 
a reward of 25,000 on 
her head.

According to police, 
specif ic input was 
received regarding one 
Kaili Tanwar, who was 
wanted in a murder case 
in Loni police station 
and living in the area 
of village Mandi, was 
going to be near the bus 

stand in Fatehpur, Delhi.
“On the basis of the 

above said information 
she was caught and 
arrested from the Fateh-
pur area on Monday,” 
said Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Special 
Cell) Amit Kaushik.

During interroga-
tion, she disclosed 
her involvement in the 
murder case and sub-

sequently was arrested 
in Kalandra under sec-
tion 41.1 (ba) Cr.P.C. 
and produced before 
the court.

The officer said that an 
old rivalry between two 
groups in Loni led to the 
murder.

“The accused of this 
murder belongs to 
Deepak Agrola and 
Karamveer Kaala gang. 

UP Police had declared 
a reward of 25,000/- on 
the arrest of Kaili,” said 
the officer.

“Earlier on May 3, Md. 
Faijan a.k.a Nanhe, who 
was also wanted in the 
same case was also 
arrested by the team of 
Special Cell after a brief 
exchange of fire,” the 
DCP added.

22-Year-Old ‘Lady Don’, Carrying 25,000 Reward, 
Arrested By Delhi Police

BENGALURU, May 
28 (Agencies): In a 
shocking incident, a 
man killed his wife and 
then chopped the body 
into pieces in Karnata-
ka’s Tumakuru district, 
officials said today.

The incident took place 
in Hospet village in the 
district. The woman was 
identified as 32-year-old 

Pushpa. The accused 
husband, identified as 
Shivaram, was arrested 
by the police. According 
to the police, Shivaram 
committed the crime 
after a quarrel with his 
wife on Monday night. 
He allegedly beheaded 
Pushpa and dismem-
bered her body in the 
kitchen. Pushpa was 

from Sagara town in 
Karnataka’s Shivamog-
ga district. The couple 
lived in a rented house 
with their eight-year-
old child. The accused 
worked as a helper at a 
sawmill.

Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that 
the couple quarrelled 
frequently, said officials.

Karnataka Man Beheads Wife Over 
Heated Argument, Then Chops Body 
To Pieces
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SEOUL, May 28 (Agen-
cies): Nuclear envoys of South 
Korea, the US and Japan on 
Tuesday strongly condemned 
North Korea’s latest attempt to 
launch a military spy satellite, 
casting it as a blatant violation 
of UN resolutions and a serious 
threat to peace.

Lee Jun-il, director general 
for Korean Peninsula policy, 
discussed the North’s botched 
space rocket launch in three-
way phone talks with his US 
and Japanese counterparts, 
Jung Pak and Yukiya Hama-
moto, respectively, Seoul’s for-
eign ministry said in a release.

“The three sides strongly 
condemned that North Korea, 
despite the repeated warnings 
from the international communi-
ty, went ahead with the launch of 
the military reconnaissance sat-

ellite,” the ministry said, reports 
Yonhap news agency.

The envoys “stressed that it 
was a blatant violation of UN 
Security Council resolutions 
banning the North from any 

such launches using ballistic 
missile technology and that 
its provocations pose serious 
threats to peace and security in 
the region and beyond.”

The three sides vowed to con-

tinue coordination trilaterally 
and with the international com-
munity to prepare for the North’s 
potential additional provoca-
tion, saying such acts will “only 
strengthen the three-way secu-
rity cooperation.”

The phone talks came after 
the North said it launched a 
new rocket carrying a military 
reconnaissance satellite from a 
launching site on its northwest 
coast on Monday. The launch 
failed due to the air blast of the 
rocket during the first-stage 
flight.

It was the first launch attempt 
by Pyongyang after it success-
fully put its first military spy sat-
ellite into orbit in November last 
year, following the two previous 
botched attempts in May and 
August, respectively.

Nuclear envoys of South Korea, US, Japan condemn 
North Korean spy satellite launch attempt

JERUSALEM, May 
28 (Agencies): Former 
US Ambassador to the 
United Nations Nikki 
Haley blamed Iran, 
Russia, and China for 
the October 7 attack on 
Israel by the Palestin-
ian group Hamas. Tour-
ing a site in Israel which 
was destroyed in the 
attack, Ms Haley issued 
a stark warning about 
the potential for similar 
attacks on American 
soil if the US remains 
complacent.

The October 7 assault 
by Hamas resulted in 
the deaths of 1,200 
individuals and the 
taking of 250 hos-
tages, marking one of 
the most devastating 
terror attacks in recent 

memory.
“If we are arrogant 

enough, such an 
attack could absolutely 
happen in America too,” 
Ms Haley said. 

The former Florida 
Governor alleged that 
Iran orchestrated the 
attack, Russian intel-
ligence provided criti-
cal support, and Chi-
nese funding fueled the 
operation, though she 
offered no evidence 
to substantiate these 
claims. “China’s been 
funding Iran the entire 
time. Russia’s intel-
ligence helped them 
know where everything 
was. Iran helped get 
them trained. So this 
isn’t Hamas. These 
are all murderers and 

accomplices,” Ms Haley 
said as quoted by the 
Times of Israel. 

Despite Ms Haley’s 
allegations, there is no 
concrete evidence link-
ing Russian or Chinese 
complicity in the attack. 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s adminis-
tration has been notably 
critical of Israel since the 
conflict in Gaza escalat-
ed. Moscow submitted 
a UN Security Council 
resolution calling for a 
halt to the fighting, criti-
cising Israel’s methods 
in its campaign against 
Hamas.

China’s foreign minis-
try has taken a different 
approach, announcing 
plans to host Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sissi and other Arab 
leaders in Beijing to 
foster a unified stance 
on the Palestinian issue. 

Gaza has been under 
Israeli bombardment 
and ground assault 
since October 7, result-
ing in the deaths of 
36,050 people, mostly 
civilians, according to 
the Hamas-run terri-
tory’s health ministry.

Nikki Haley Blames China, 
Iran And Russia For October 
7 Hamas Attacks

BANGKOK, May 28 (Agen-
cies): Thailand’s government 
said on Tuesday it had approved 
longer visa stay periods for 
tourists, postgraduate students 
and remote workers, and better 
visa conditions for retirees, in a 
move to boost its crucial tourism 
sector as its economy stutters.

Starting in June, Thailand will 
allow travelers from 93 coun-
tries to stay for periods of 60 
days, up from the current 57 
nations, while more will also 
be eligible for visas on arrival, 
government spokesperson Chai 
Wacharonke told reporters.

Foreign students will be per-
mitted to stay for an additional 
year upon graduation, while 
insurance requirements for for-

eigners seeking to retire in Thai-
land will be relaxed, he added.

Tourism is a key driver of 
Southeast Asia’s second-largest 
economy and a big source of 
employment.

The new measures come as 
part of an effort to boost visi-
tors, especially from its main 
and fastest-growing markets, 
by extending stay limits to 60 
days from 30 days for on-arrival 
visas.

The validity of so-called “digital 
nomad” visas for self-employed, 
remote workers will be extended 
to five years, from 60 days pres-
ently, with each stay limited to 
180 days.

Thailand recorded 14.3 million 
tourists in from January to May 

26 this year and is targeting a 
record 40 million foreign arrivals 
for the full year, with revenue of 
3.5 trillion baht ($95.73 billion).

In pre-pandemic 2019, Thai-
land welcomed a record 39.9 
million arrivals, generating 1.91 
trillion baht.

Thailand Targets Tourism Boost With Longer 
Stays For Visitors, Students

TOKYO, May 28 
(Agencies): A Japa-
nese town that mounted 
a huge barrier to deter 
unruly tourists from 
taking photos of Mount 
Fuji said Tuesday that 
around 10 small holes 
have already been 
poked in the mesh 
screen.

The barrier was put up 
a week ago in a popular 
photo spot in Fujikawa-
guchiko town, where 
residents had com-
plained about streams 
of mostly foreign visi-
tors littering, trespass-
ing and breaking traffic 
rules.

A town official told 
agency that the screen 
made of black netting 
had achieved its goal 
of dispersing crowds 
on a narrow pavement 
across the road from a 
convenience store.

Although a security 
guard is there between 
10:00 am and 04:00 pm, 
the small holes appear 
to have been created in 
the morning or evening 
while no one was watch-

ing, he said.
“It’s about manners. 

It’s a shame,” he said of 
the holes, big enough to 
fit a finger through but 
perhaps too small to 
capture the Instagram-
friendly juxtaposition 
of the snow-capped 
volcano emerging from 
behind the store.

“I tried to put a camera 
up to one of the holes. 
Did I take a good pic-
ture? In fact, I think 
the net came into the 
frame,” the official said.

Since the netting mea-
suring 2.5 by 20 metres 
(eight by 65 feet) was 
installed on Tuesday, 
“there have been some 
people who came to 
see the screen itself,” 
he added.

“But we have achieved 
the purpose of discour-
aging people from stay-
ing there.”

The town, beside a 
scenic volcanic lake, 
now plans to place QR 
codes on the barrier 
to introduce the area’s 
other tourist attractions, 
including alternative 

places to take photos of 
Mount Fuji.

When the spot in front 
of the convenience 
store becomes less 
popular online then the 
town may take down the 
screen, the official said.

Record numbers of 
overseas tourists are 
coming to Japan, where 
monthly visitors exceed-
ed three million for the 
first time in March and 
then again in April.

But as in other tour-
ist hotspots, such as 
Venice which recently 
launched a trial of entry 
fees for day visitors, the 
influx has not been uni-
versally welcomed.

In Japan’s ancient 
capital of Kyoto, locals 
have complained of 
tourists harassing the 
city’s famed geisha.

And hikers using the 
most popular route to 
climb Mount Fuji this 
summer will be charged 
2,000 yen ($13) each 
plus an optional 1,000 
yen donation, with 
entries capped at 4,000 
to ease congestion

Holes Poked In Mount Fuji Barrier: 
Japan Town Official

RAFAH , May 28 (Agencies): 
Israeli tanks reached the centre 
of Rafah for the first time on 
Tuesday, witnesses said, three 
weeks into a ground operation 
in the southern Gaza city that 
has sparked global condemna-
tion.

The tanks were spotted near 
Al-Awda mosque, a central 
Rafah landmark, the witnesses 
told Reuters. The Israeli mili-
tary said its forces continued 
to operate in the Rafah area 
without commenting on report-
ed advancements into the city 
centre.

Overnight, its forces pounded 
the city with airstrikes and tank 
fire, residents said, pressing its 
offensive despite an interna-
tional outcry over an attack on 
Sunday that sparked a blaze in 
a tent camp, killing at least 45 
Palestinians, more than half of 
them children, women and the 
elderly.

Since that strike, at least 26 

more people have been killed 
by Israeli fire in Rafah, officials 
in the enclave run by Hamas 
militants said.

Israeli tanks pushed towards 
western neighbourhoods and 
took positions on the Zurub 
hilltop in western Rafah in one 
of the worst nights of bombard-
ment reported by residents. On 
Tuesday, witnesses reported 
gunbattles between Israeli 
troops and Hamas-led fighters 
in the Zurub area.

Witnesses in Rafah said the 
Israeli military appeared to have 
brought in remote-operated 
armoured vehicles and there 
was no immediate sign of per-
sonnel in or around them. An 
Israeli military spokesperson 
had no immediate response.

Since Israel launched its incur-
sion by taking control of the 
border crossing with Egypt three 
weeks ago, tanks had probed 
around the edges of Rafah and 
entered some of its eastern dis-

tricts but had not yet entered 
the city in full force. Reacting to 
Sunday night’s attack in a camp 
where families displaced from 
assaults elsewhere in Gaza had 
sought shelter, global leaders 
urged the implementation of a 
World Court order to halt Israel’s 
assault.

Residents said the Tel Al-Sul-
tan area, the scene of Sunday’s 
deadly strike, was still being 
heavily bombarded.

“Tank shells are falling every-
where in Tel Al-Sultan. Many 
families have fled their houses 
in western Rafah under fire 
throughout the night,” one resi-
dent told agency over a chat 
app. Around one million people 
have fled the Israeli offensive in 
Rafah since early May, the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refugees 
(UNRWA) reported on Tuesday.

Israel has kept up attacks 
despite a ruling by the top U.N. 
court on Friday ordering it to 
stop, arguing that the court’s 

ruling grants it some scope for 
military action there.

Spain, Ireland and Norway will 
officially recognise a Palestin-
ian state on Tuesday, despite 
an angry reaction from Israel, 
which has found itself increas-
ingly isolated after more than 
seven months of conflict in 
Gaza.

The three nations have painted 
their decision as a way to speed 
efforts to secure a ceasefire in 
Israel’s war with Hamas.

More than 36,000 Palestin-
ians have been killed in Israel’s 
offensive, Gaza’s health min-
istry says. Israel launched the 
operation after Hamas-led mili-
tants attacked southern Israeli 
communities on Oct. 7, killing 
around 1,200 people and seiz-
ing more than 250 hostages, 
according to Israeli tallies.

Israel says it wants to root 
out Hamas fighters holed up in 
Rafah and rescue hostages it 
says are being held in the area.

Tanks reach Rafah’s centre as Israel accelerates assault 
amid global scrutiny

BEIJING , May 28 (Agencies): China 
expressed on Tuesday “grave con-
cern” over Israel’s military operations 
in Rafah, where an Israeli strike killed 
dozens in a displaced persons camp.

China “expresses its grave concern 
over the ongoing Israeli military opera-
tions in Rafah”, foreign ministry spokes-
woman Mao Ning said.

The UN Security Council is set to con-
vene an emergency meeting Tuesday 
over Israel’s operations in the southern 
Gaza border city.

An Israeli attack targeting two senior 
Hamas members on Sunday night 
sparked a fire that ripped through a dis-
placement centre, killing 45, according 
to Gaza health officials.

The attack prompted a wave of inter-
national condemnation, with Palestin-
ians and many Arab countries calling it 
a “massacre”. Israel said it was looking 
into the “tragic accident”.

On Tuesday, Beijing urged “all parties 
to protect civilians and civilian facilities”.

It also said it “strongly urges Israel to 
listen to the appeals of the international 

community and to stop its attacks on 
Rafah”.

Beijing has been calling for an imme-
diate ceasefire since the start of the 
current Israel-Hamas war in October 
last year.

China has historically been sympa-
thetic to the Palestinian cause and sup-
portive of a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

And President Xi Jinping has called 
for an “international peace conference” 
to resolve the fighting.

The war in Gaza started after Hamas’s 
October 7 attack on southern Israel, 
which resulted in the deaths of more 
than 1,170 people, mostly civilians, 
according to an agency tally based on 
Israeli official figures.

Militants also took 252 hostages, 121 
of whom remain in Gaza, including 37 
the army says are dead.

Israel’s retaliatory offensive has killed 
at least 36,050 people in Gaza, mostly 
civilians, according to the Hamas-run 
territory’s health ministry.

China “Expresses Its Grave Concern” 
Over Israeli Strike In Rafah

LONDON, May 28 (Agen-
cies): As the world is just getting 
over Covid-19 after four years, a 
top British scientist warned that 
another pandemic is “absolutely 
inevitable”.

The former chief scientific 
adviser to the British govern-
ment, Sir Patrick Vallance, 
urged the UK government to 
prioritise preparations for the 
pandemic and emphasized that 
the country is “not ready” for it 
yet, agency reported.

According to the report, Val-
lance, speaking at a panel event 
at the Hay Festival in Powys, 
stressed that the UK govern-
ment must implement “better 
surveillance” to detect the 
threats of the virus.

He also recommended some 
measures to prevent drastic 
steps during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, such as diagnostic tests, 
vaccines, and treatments. The 

top scientist believes that such 
measures could be implement-
ed, however, it would require 
some coordination.

“We know we have to have 
an army, not because there’s 
going to be a war this year, but 
we know it’s an important part of 
what we need as a nation. We 
need to treat this preparedness 
in the same way and not to view 

it as an easy thing to keep cut-
ting back when there’s no sign 
of a pandemic – because there 
won’t be a sign of a pandemic,” 
he said, as quoted by agency.

According to the report, Val-
lance also said that by 2023, G7 
had “sort of forgotten” his points 
about the pandemic prepara-
tions in 2021. “You can’t forget 
about it,” he said.

The British scientist, during 
the panel event, mentioned the 
World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) pandemic accord, call-
ing it a “positive step”. Howev-
er, he also criticised its “lack of 
focus and urgency”.

Last week, the WHO said 
that Covid-19 has cut global 
life expectancy by almost two 
years, wiping out a decade of 
progress. According to the UN 
health agency’s world health 
statistics study, global life 
expectancy fell 1.8 years to 71.4 
years - the same level it was in 
2012.

The study said that the amount 
of time an average person can 
expect to live in good health fell 
1.5 years to 61.9 years in 2021.

The Covid-19 pandemic raged 
between 2019 to 2021, follow-
ing which small waves of the 
virus were witnessed across 
the world.

Another pandemic ‘absolutely inevitable’: Top 
UK scientist’s warning
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India, France to begin 
negotiations this week in 
mega Rs 50,000 Crore 26 

Rafale Marine Jet deal
the Indian Navy’s aircraft carriers – INS 

Vikrant and INS Vikramaditya in December 
itself.

The response to India’s Letter of Accep-
tance had been submitted by France in 
New Delhi.

The Indian side has carried out a detailed 
study of the French bid for the Indian deal 
including the commercial offer or price for 
the aircraft, along with other details of the 
contract, they said.

India will now go in for tough negotiations 
in the deal with French government offi-
cials, as it is a government-to-government 
contract.

The Navy Chief has directed his team 
to ensure that the timeframe required for 
the project is squeezed significantly to 
ensure early finalisation and induction of 
the planes in the inventory. 

Two terrorist associates 
held along with arms, 

ammunition in Anantnag: 
Police

rounds were recovered from their pos-
session.

The officer said that further investigation 
into the matter has been initiated.

Jammu authorities 
announce daily power 

cuts, set up control 
rooms to deal with heat-

wave
rooms and appoint nodal officers in each 

district to handle complaints related to 
power and water supply.

Kumar, who chaired a meeting to deal 
with the issue, emphasised the need to 
maintain a buffer stock of transformers and 
water tankers in each district to meet the 
public demand.

He urged officials to augment water and 
power supplies to minimise public inconve-
nience during the summer.

An official said it was decided that the 
chief engineers must ensure their teams 
are ready for timely repair of pipelines and 
replace public health engineering motors 
and damaged transformers.

“Engineers must be responsible and 
accountable for delivering services,” the 
person said.

 Jammu has been reeling under an 
extreme heat for the past fortnight.

 Jammu city on Monday recorded its hot-
test day of the season at 42.8 degrees 
Celsius, 3.7 degrees above normal for this 
time of year, according to the meteorologi-
cal department.

Police solves 2019 
temple priest murder 
case, main accused 

nabbed from Haryana
which pointed to the involvement of two 

notorious criminals — Tarlok Singh of Uttar 
Pradesh and Ashish Kumar alias Hansai 
Nath of southwest Delhi, a police official 
said.

He said both the accused fled after the 
murder. It was later learnt that Singh had 
died.

However, the police continued to make 
efforts to arrest Kumar, the official said and 
added he was finally apprehended from 
Haryana’s Jind district by a special team 
from Bakshi Nagar police station.

The official said investigations revealed 
that Singh and Kumar operated as part of 
a gang involved in multiple criminal activi-
ties, including theft, cheating and murder, 
across states such as Uttar Pradesh and 
Haryana.

Following Kumar’s arrest, all necessary 
legal formalities were completed and the 
charge sheet in the case was filed, he said. 

Properties of two terror 
handlers based in 

Pakistan attached in 
Baramulla: Police

The action was taken under sections 
of 83 CRPC & are linked with case FIR 
No.34/1995 u/s 7/25 Indian Arms Act, 4(III) 
TADA Act & 105/1996 u/s 2/3 EIMCO Act 
of PS Uri.

The property was identified belonging to 
terror handlers during the course of inves-
tigation/enquiry conducted by Police.

The operation reaffirms the commitment 
of Police to combat the terror activities.

I-T Dept asks taxpayers 
to link PAN with Aadhaar 

by May 31 to avoid higher 
TDS deduction

These specified institutions are required 
to furnish the details of certain financial 
transactions or any reportable account 
registered/recorded/maintained by them 
during the year.

Delay in filing of SFT returns may attract 
a penalty of up to Rs 1,000 for each day 
of default. Non-filing or filing inaccurate 
statement may also lead to levy of penalty.

Through SFT, the income tax department 
keeps a track of high value transactions 
undertaken by an individual.

Night temp hovers 
above normal in J&K 

amid dry and hot 
weather forecast

Regarding the forecast, the MeT office 
said that till May 29, generally dry and hot 
weather is expected even as the possibility 
of thundershower activity at isolated places 
can’t be ruled out.

From May 30-31, he said, partly to gener-
ally cloudy weather is expected with light 
rain/thunder at isolated places.

From June 1-2, weather is likely to be 
partly to generally cloudy with light rain/
thunder at isolated places. From June 3-5, 
generally dry weather is expected.

He said no respite in heat wave or hot & 
dry weather conditions is expected over 
plains of  Jammu Division during next 7 
days. At the same time, he said, slight relief 
from Heat wave/Hot & dry weather condi-
tions is expected during May 30-31 and 
June 1-2 in most parts of Kashmir Divi-
sion as well as few hilly areas of  Jammu 
Division.“Another spell of heat wave is 
expected from June 3 onwards,” he said 
and urged people to avoid heat exposure 
besides drinking a lot of fluid and water.

Fire engulfs forest 
areas of Kathua, Rajouri

some areas in Rajouri have been experi-
encing forest fires for the past three days, 
with continuous efforts being made to con-
tain them. Despite the severity of the fires, 
no human casualties have been reported.

According to the fire service department, 
there are currently 10 to 13 fire incidents 
occurring daily, attributed to the rising tem-
peratures.
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SRINAGAR, May 28: 
JD(U) State General 
Secretary Vivek Bali 
said, “We are immensely 
grateful to the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir, the 
administration, the Lieu-
tenant Governor, and the 
security forces for ensur-
ing smooth and incident-
free polling during the 
recent elections.”

The exemplary conduct 
of this democratic exer-
cise is a testament to the 
collective commitment 
to peace and progress in 
the region.

Bali added that the voter 
turnout in this election 
has reached a remark-
able level, the highest 
in 35 years, signaling 
a new era for Jammu 
& Kashmir. This signifi-
cant increase in voter 
participation reflects the 
renewed faith and hope 
among the citizens for a 

prosperous and vibrant 
future.

“We extend our heart-
felt thanks to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit 
Shah for their unwaver-
ing focus on the develop-
ment of Jammu & Kash-
mir,’’ Bali said.

Their continued sup-
port and initiatives have 
been pivotal in driving the 
region towards unprec-
edented growth and sta-
bility.

However, Vivek Bali 
said, “We urge the cen-
tral government to fulfill 
the promise of restoring 

statehood to Jammu & 
Kashmir. This crucial step 
is necessary for ensuring 
democratic governance 
and meeting the aspira-
tions of the people. The 
time has come to bring 
this promise into action.”

“We also call upon the 
Election Commission to 
announce the dates for 
the assembly elections 
at the earliest. Timely 
elections are essential 
for upholding democratic 
principles and enabling 
the people of Jammu 
& Kashmir to choose 
their representatives 
and voice their opinions 
effectively,” Vivek Bali 
said.

The new Kashmir 
is truly touching new 
heights, and this achieve-
ment is the result of the 
collective efforts of every 
individual in the region. 
Together, we are build-
ing a brighter future for 
Jammu & Kashmir.

Jammu & Kashmir sees historic 
voter turnout: Vivek BaliTop News Report

JAMMU, May 28: In 
the presence of Sunil 
Dimple, President of 
Mission Statehood, 
prominent citizens orga-
nized a “Shabeel” of cold 
sweet drinking water and 
a “Langar” in the intense 
43-degree heat on Jani-
pur High Court Road in 
Jammu.

During the event, 
Dimple addressed the 
gathering, criticizing the 
Power Development 
Department (PDD) and 
the J&K government for 
imposing a four-hour 
power cut, which often 
extends to eight to ten 
hours with low tripping 
voltage.

He warned against 
unscheduled power cuts, 
low voltage, and electric-
ity fluctuations that are 
causing electrical appli-
ances like fridges, cool-

ers, and fans to malfunc-
tion, exacerbating the 
extreme summer condi-
tions.

Dimple demanded 
that Lieutenant Gover-

nor Manoj Sinha ensure 
accountability and trans-
parency in the J&K power 
department, highlighting 
issues of repetitive high 
billing after the depart-

ment’s privatization.
He criticized the Jammu 

and Kashmir Power 
Development Corpora-
tion Limited (JKPDCL) 
for the billing irregularities 
following the installation 
of prepaid smart meters.

Dimple emphasized 
that the Amarnath Yatra 
is commencing soon and 
insisted there should be 
no power cuts during this 
period.

He encouraged pilgrims 
from all states to par-
ticipate in the Amarnath 
Yatra, assuring them that 
the people of J&K and 
the government have 
made comprehensive 
arrangements for their 
stay, including providing 
Langars.

Shabeel of sweet water organized in Jammu

Top News Report

BHADERWAH, May 28: 
Going one step ahead to 
ensure cleanliness and 
preservation of tour-
ist destinations, District 
Administration Doda 
along with Bhadarwah 
Development Author-
ity and other depart-
ments and stakeholders 
started ‘Cleen Bhader-
wah, Green Bhaderwah’ 
campaign on Tuesday by 
involving all stakehold-
ers under it’s ongoing 
“Swatchhata Pakhwada” 
Campaign.

The campaign was 
launched at Nalthi area of 
Bhaderwah on Bhader-
wah-Pathankot highway 
by DC Doda Harvinder 
Singh along with ADC 
Bhaderwah Sunil Kumar, 
CEO BDA Bal Krishan, 
SP Bhaderwah Vinod 
Sharma and EO Munci-
pality Bhaderwah.

The campaign started 
with handing over a 
carry beg to a tourist 
by DC Doda Harvin-
der Singh and others at 
Nalthi point which leads 
to famous tourist destina-
tion Guldanda, Thanthera 
and Chattargala pass on 
Bhaderwah-Pathankot 
highway.

Amir Rafiqi Publicity 
Officer BDA, SHO Bhad-
erwah Sandeep Parihar, 
Entrepreneur Touqeer 
Bagban, members asso-
ciated with Tourism 
industry, Hoteliers, Guest 

House owners and locals 
were also present on the 
occasion.

DC Doda Harvin-
der Singh said that the 
campaign is a part of 
our mission to ensure 
cleanliness of all tourist 
destinations of Bhader-
wah, which has become 
a favourite among the 
tourists.

  “We will provide a carry 
beg to all Tourists, Visi-
tors and locals to carry 
all bio non-degradable 
material, which they carry 
with them to tourist des-
tination including Warap-
ers, bottles, Polythene 
and others, handover to a 
person at start point, who 
has been deployed to 
collect and it’s disposal,” 
DC added, adding that 
Administration along with 
Bhadarwah Development 
Authority last week took 
the initiative to preserve 
nature by cleaning dirt 
and bio non-degradable 
waste from all the tour-
ist destinations, which is 
being left dirty by the visi-
tors & vendors.

CEO BDA Bal Krishan 
said that it’s a begin-
ning of tourist season in 
Bhaderwah and we are 
already receiving huge 
flow of visitors.”We are 
committed to provide the 
best ever experience to 
our visitors, that’s why we 
are continuously working 
to keep our tourist desti-
nations clean and green 
for a memorable expe-

rience for our guests,” 
CEO added.

“The campaign is aimed 
at to inculcate a sense of 
responsibility among all 
visitors as well as locals 
towards nature, which 
is being polluted by us,” 
CEO expressed, adding 
that we all are stakehold-
ers of nature so it’s our 
prime responsibility to 
keep it clean and green.

It is notable that 
last week Administra-
tion along with Bha-
darwah Development 
Authority(BDA), Muncipal 
Committee Bhaderwah, 
RDD and others partici-
pated in weeklong mas-
sive cleanliness drive 
under “Swatchhata Pakh-
wada” Campaign to keep 
all tourist destinations 
free from dirt and bio 
non-degradable material 
in Bhaderwah.

The officers also moti-
vate the tourists and 
visitors not to throw 
polythene, wrappers and 
other bio non degradable 
substances for the sake 
of environment and to 
save the natural beauty 
of high altitude tourist 
destinations.

It is notable to men-
tion here that according 
to the figures issued by 
BDA more than 1.2 lakh 
tourists visited Bhader-
wah since last 2 months 
as pleasant weather is 
boosting the tourism 
sector in Bhaderwah in a 
big way.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 
28: The revered Shree 
Machail Yatra has  com-
menced by crossing 4000 
marks in initial days, with 
the auspicious open-
ing of the Kappat (Door) 
at the Shree Chandi 
Mata Temple in Machail, 
Paddar of District Kisht-
war.

Pertinent to mention that 
the celebrations on the 
Baisakhi Parv, marks the 
beginning of one of the 
most significant pilgrim-
ages in the Jammu Divi-
sion, second only to the 
Katra Mata Yatra.

The popularity of Shree 
Machail Yatra has soared 
in recent years, with over 
2 Lakhs  pilgrims visiting 
last year alone.

Pilgrims began arriving 
in tens following the open-
ing of the temple doors, 
and the numbers grow 
into hundreds and thou-
sands leading up to the 
holy mace (Chhari) pro-
cession in August Month.

According to official 
reports, the total number 
of pilgrims visiting the 
Machail Bhawan has 
already surpassed 4,000. 
Today’s darshan was 
performed by 26 pilgrims, 
including 22 males and 4 
females, bringing the total 
to 4,106 pilgrims to date.

The weather at Machail 
Bhawan remains clear, 
ensuring a smooth expe-
rience for the devotees 
ahead.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu, Ramesh 
Kumar, in collaboration 

with the district adminis-
tration Kishtwar and local 
administration, is dili-
gently working to provide 
comprehensive arrange-
ments for the Yatris, this 
year too.

Initially, the Aora Langer 
near Bhawan Machail is  
offering meals to the pil-
grims and more langars 
will be provided by devo-
tees in coming days.

Additionally, lodg-
ing facilities at the Yatri 
Bhawan, Sapphire Guest 
House by district admin-
istration Kishtwar besides  
various tent accommo-
dations are available to 
ensure comfort for the 
visitors.

With the footfall expect-
ed to exceed 3 Lakhs this 
year, the Deputy Com-
missioner Kishtwar, Dr. 
Devansh Yadav (IAS), 
has emphasized the 
administration’s efforts 
to expedite infrastruc-
ture projects. These 
include enhancements 
to roads, water supply, 
footpaths,sanitation and 
Security to ensure a safe 
and pleasant journey for 
the pilgrims.

The addition of road 
Mavoo onwards on the 
Gulabgarh to Machail 
axis, new bridges, and 
repairs to existing infra-
structure aim to provide 
a safe, and hassle-free 
experience to Yatris amid 
challenging geography.

The Officer informed 
that in coming days,the 
facilities as per the 
increasing footfall will be 
enhanced  for the Yatris 
including the chopper 

facility from Gulabgarh 
to Machail,to and fro for 
more comfortable spiritual 
journey.

Dr. Devansh Yadav 
has urged pilgrims to 
visit the official Machail 
Yatra website at https://
shrimachailmatayatra.
com for updated informa-
tion regarding the Yatra, 
including weather condi-
tions, routes, and other 
facilities. This resource 
is designed to help pil-
grims stay informed and 
address any queries they 
may have.

The administration 
remains committed to 
ensuring a seamless and 
spiritually fulfilling expe-
rience for all devotees 
participating in the Shree 
Machail Yatra this year.

DC Doda launches ‘Clean Bhaderwah, 
Green Bhaderwah’ campaign

Shree Machail Mata Yatra crosses 
4K marks in initial days

Top News Report

SAMBA, May 28: The Institutional Inno-
vation Cell of Dogra Degree College, orga-
nized an educational visit cum interactive 
session at JKEDI today on the 28th of 
May 2024 for the students of BBA /BA/B.
Com semester 2nd to make the students 
aware of innovation and start-up programs 
in J&K. The purpose of the visit was to 
create awareness and gain potential 
practical exposure for the students about 
incubation centers and startups. Dr. Vinod 
& Mr. Sourab Mengi were the resource 
persons for the event. The program started 
with the presentation of Saplings to the 
resource persons.

The First session included a visit to 
the Incubation center at JKEDI in which 
around 40 students participated. Mr Sour-
abh Mengi took the students and visiting 
faculty for an elaborate tour of the JKEDI 
Incubation Center wherein the students 
were briefed that the incubation center and 
the cubical space facilities were available 
free of cost for entrepreneurs and also 
showed the full Incubation Centre to the 
students to make the students familiar with 
the facilities available there. The primary 
objective of the incubation center is to pro-
vide a platform for conceiving, realizing, 

promoting, and nurturing knowledge based 
on innovation and entrepreneurship among 
all aspiring entrepreneurs.

The Second session included a lecture 
on “The Overview of Self Employment 
Schemes in J&K, JK Startup Policy “by 
Dr. Vinod. He gave a brief of JKEDI, their 
services, and self-employment schemes 
in the Union Territory of J&K such as DIC 
PMEGP, Mumkin, Spurring, and Tejaswani 
Entrepreneurship initiatives.

Sourab enlightened the students about 
the Jammu and Kashmir Startup Policy 
2024-2027 to nurture and inspire the young 
entrepreneurial brains of J&K to pursue 
innovation and entrepreneurship fostering 
a vibrant and conducive startup ecosystem.

The program concluded with the presen-
tation of a Vote of thanks by Amanpreet 
Kaur, Co-convener Institutional Innovation 
Cell, DDC.

Dr. Bela Thakur, Principal, Dogra Degree 
College, appreciated the efforts of IIC for 
organizing such an event to equip the stu-
dents with the knowledge of startups and 
innovation schemes in J&K.

The whole program was ably conducted 
under the supervision of Rachana Devi, 
Convener, IIC ably assisted by Ashish 
Thakur, Monika and Amarpreet Kaur, Fac-
ulty DDC.

Top News Report

ANANTNAG, May 28: 
Despite a ban imposed 
by the government, Ille-
gal constructions on state 
land go unabated at Chir-
hama area of Malpora in 
south Kashmir’s Anant-
nag district as authorities 
fail to take action against 
the encroachers and vio-
lators.

Violators, as per resi-
dents, are raising con-
structions on state in 
the area. They said that 
violators are take undue 
advantage of the situa-
tion and raising construc-
tions without seeking 

permission from con-
cerned authorities.

 “We informed every 
concerned official about 
the illegal construc-
tion on state land. But 
the action against the 
accused remain only on 
papers,” the locals said.

Locals said hat influ-
ential people were also 
encroaching state land 
in various areas of the 
district.

When contacted, Teh-
sildar Anantnag, Sajad 
Ahmad said that strict 
action will be taken 
against the person who 
are involved in this prac-
tice.

DDC organizes educational visit 
cum interactive session at JKEDI

Illegal constructions on 
State land unabated in 
Anantnag, Admin silent
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RAMBAN, May 28:  The 
Area Marketing Office 
Ramban, Sunil Bakshi 
successfully organized a 
one-day awareness camp 
on marketing events and 
promotional activities at 
the Fruit and Vegetable 
Mandi in Batote.

The event was presided 
over by the Deputy Direc-
tor of the Horticulture 
Planning and Marketing 
Department, Jammu, 
Ayaz Ahmad Natnoo.

The camp featured SK 
Koul, Assistant Agricul-
tural Marketing Advisor 

from the Directorate of 
Marketing Inspection, 
Government of India, 
as the Guest of Honour. 
Additionally, Tehsin Iqbal 
Chib, Assistant Director 
(G&P) Jammu, attended 
the event and empha-
sized the importance of 
Farmer Producer Orga-
nizations (FPOs) and 
Cooperatives taking full 
advantage of the Hor-
ticulture Area Devel-
opment Programme 
(HADP) schemes.

Members of FPOs and 
the Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Coopera-
tive Marketing Society 

(FVGCMS) of district 
Ramban actively partici-
pated in the camp, engag-
ing in discussions and 
gaining valuable insights 
into marketing strategies 
and promotional activities 
to enhance their agricul-
tural ventures.

Through such initia-
tives the Horticulture 
Planning and Marketing 
Department continues 
its efforts to support and 
uplift the agricultural 
community by providing 
essential knowledge and 
resources for better mar-
keting and promotional 
practices.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Indira Gandhi 
National Open University (IGNOU) 
has been at the forefront of making 
higher education accessible to 
the hitherto unreached through 
its open, distance learning, and 
online modes. The Institute of 
Cost Accountants of India is the 
second largest Cost & Manage-
ment Accounting body in the world 
and the largest in Asia.

Presently, the Institute has about 
85000 qualified CMAs both in 
employment & practice and more 
than 5 Lakh students pursuing the 
CMA Course. IGNOU’s School of 
Agriculture has launched a new 
educational programme “Diploma 
in Agricultural Cost Management 
(DACM)” in collaboration with the 
Institute of Cost Accountants of 
India (ICMAI).

IGNOU and ICMAI have jointly 
developed an Open and Distance 
Learning (ODL) programme “Diplo-
ma in Agricultural Cost Manage-
ment’’. The programme covers 
farm accounting and costing, agri 
supply chain management, prudent 
utilization of land, water manage-
ment and other associated farming 
activities.

The purpose of “Diploma in Agri-
cultural Cost Management” is to 
educate and train learners to effi-
ciently manage farm costs and 
enhance agricultural productivity 
and provide insight into various 
activities including strategic deci-
sion-making related to different 
aspects of agricultural production, 
crop cultivation, livestock rearing, 
financial planning, resource alloca-
tion, marketing, and risk mitigation.

The DACM programme’s major 
objectives include optimal resource 

utilisation, proficiency in knowl-
edge, skills, and entrepreneurial 
capabilities towards farm cost man-
agement, value chain, and supply 
chain management.

The course targets urban and 
rural youth, small and medium 
entrepreneurs, farmers’ organiza-
tions, NGO functionaries and train-
ers and progressive farmers, with 
a minimum eligibility requirement 
of passing 10+2 in any discipline. 
The course duration ranges from a 
minimum of one year to a maximum 
of three years.

“Diploma in Agricultural Cost 
Management program offers a 
comprehensive range of courses in 
agriculture, catering to the diverse 
needs of students and profession-
als in the field.

The “Cost Concepts and Tech-
niques” in the programme will equip 
learners with essential knowledge 

and techniques related to cost 
management in agriculture.

The “Farm Cost Management” 
part focuses specifically on man-
aging costs within farm opera-
tions to enhance efficiency and 
profitability. The courses together 
form a comprehensive curriculum 
designed to prepare individuals for 
various roles and responsibilities in 
the agricultural sector, ranging from 
farm management to entrepreneur-
ship and organizational leadership.

 “Admission to the programme for 
the July 2024 session is already 
open. For admission, online forms 
are invited at https://ignouadmis-
sion.samarth.edu.in/. More infor-
mation about the programme is 
available on the national website 
of IGNOU www.ignou.ac.in”, said 
Dr. Jai Prakash Verma Regional 
Director, IGNOU Regional Centre 
Jammu.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: 
Ramakrishna Mission 
Medical Centre, Udhey-
wala, Jammu, is organiz-
ing a free neurology camp 
on June 1, 2024, extend-
ing its services to the 
community in an effort to 
promote health and well-
ness.

The camp will feature a 
team of esteemed medi-
cal professionals, includ-
ing renowned neurologist 
Dr. Sushil Razdan, D.M 
(Neurology) M.D, Dr. 
Rajni Razdan, a Gyn-
aecologist, and Dr. KK 
Pandita, a Physician 
MD. They will offer their 

expertise in various fields, 
ensuring thorough and 
specialized medical atten-
tion for all attendees. Only 
limited number of patients 
will be examined through-
out the day by registering 
first cum first serve basis.

Attendees will benefit 
from a wide range of free 
medical services, includ-
ing blood sugar checks, 
HbA1c tests, and blood 
pressure measurements. 
Additionally, the camp will 
provide access to special-
ist consultations in cardi-
ology, orthopedics, ENT, 
ophthalmology, dentistry, 
physiotherapy, and psy-
chology.

In a special offer, the 

camp will provide a full 
body checkup, cover-
ing 65 parameters, at a 
50 percent discounted 
price of only Rs 700, as 
opposed to the regular Rs 
1400. This offer is aimed 
at making comprehensive 
health checkups accessi-
ble to a broader segment 
of the community.

Registrations are now 
open for the health camp. 
Interested individuals 
are encouraged to call 
95969-84032 to secure 
their spot. It is important 
to note that services will 
be offered on a first-
come, first-served basis, 
highlighting the need for 
prompt registration.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: ‘The 
- Sara’, a registered 
non-governmental orga-
nization, on the occa-
sion of ‘World Menstrual 
Hygiene Day 2024’ to 
manage menstrual health 
and hygiene of girl stu-
dents launched ‘Safe 
Periods 365’ initiative. 
Under the ‘Safe Periods 
365’ initiative ‘The – Sara’ 
with the support of Mac-
millon Pharmaceuticals 
Pvt. Ltd. under Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) Program adopted 
Shaheed Naib-Subedar 
Parshotam Kumar Govt. 
High School Majua 
Uttami in Bishnah zone 
of Jammu district.

Under the initiative 
‘The – Sara’ team led by 

Gurjeet Kour Ghuman 
distributed sanitary pads 
among nineteen girl stu-
dents of the menstruat-
ing age in the presence 
of in-charge headmaster 
of the school Yaseen 
Ahmed and teachers of 
the school.

 
Speaking on the 

occasion Gurjeet Kour 
Ghuman said, “India is 
plagued by astounding 
levels of ‘period pover-
ty’ and ‘period poverty’ 
denies women a basic 
right to safe menstrual 
hygiene management.

To tackle ‘period pover-
ty’ and spread awareness 
about menstrual health 
and hygiene among the 
school girls across UT’s 
of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh ‘The – Sara’ 

has launched ‘Safe Peri-
ods 365’ initiative.” She 
added under the initia-
tive, the ‘The - Sara’ 
shall provide sanitary 
pads to the school girls 
of menstruating age on 
monthly basis for one full 
academic session.

On the occasion field 
volunteer with ‘The – 
Sara’ Minakshi Sharma 
conducted interactive 
session with the girl 
students and sensitized 
them about the impor-
tance of menstrual health 
and hygiene in their life.

Yaseen Ahmed in-
charge headmaster of 
Shaheed Naib-Subedar 
Parshotam Kumar Govt. 
High School Majua 
thanked members of ‘The 
– Sara’ for their efforts to 
support the girl students.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: a del-
egation from the Jammu 
Kashmir Teachers’ Forum 
(JKTF), led by J.A. Agah, 
JKUT Coordinator, con-
vened with the Director of 
School Education Jammu 
at Chenab Bhawan, 
Kishtwar. Accompany-
ing the delegation were 
District President of 
Kishtwar, Sh. Rajesh 
Parihar, Senior Lecturer 
Jnb Mohd Ayoub Zargar, 
and District President of 
Doda, Mohd Yaseen.

During the meeting, 
the District President of 
Kishtwar highlighted cru-
cial issues concerning the 
teaching community, par-
ticularly pending Depart-
mental Promotion Com-
mittee (DPC) cases for 
advancement to higher 
grades and confirmation 
of grades. Additionally, 
the District President of 
Doda brought attention 
to the pressing matter 

of headless Higher Sec-
ondary Schools and 
High Schools. He also 
demanded the continu-
ation of the CRC’s staff 
for understaffed higher 
secondary schools in the 
Chenab Valley to address 
learning gaps among dis-
advantaged students.

Furthermore, J.A. Agah 
and Anis Ahmed Wani 
requested the Director 
for a smooth and expe-
dited transition of teacher 
grades 2 and 3 to sub-
stantive posts. They also 
raised concerns about 
the transfer of teachers, 
masters, and lecturers, 
especially in rural areas 
of the Chenab Valley, to 
foster job diversity and 
alleviate long-standing 
stagnation issues.

After attentively lis-
tening to the various 
issues raised, the Direc-
tor of School Education, 
Jammu, assured the 
delegation that he would 
personally address the 

matters on a prior-
ity basis once the Model 
Code of Conduct is lifted. 
He pledged to consider 
and resolve genuine 
demands accordingly.

The delegation includ-
ed Raj Kumar (General 
Secretary), Mohd Aslam 
Qazi (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Deepak Sharma, 
Anil Kumar, and Davin-
der Sharma (Secretary), 
along with Qazi Azad 
Hussain and Shafqat 
Khanday (Cashier), Pard-
eep Badyal and Liyaqat 
Hussain (Publicity Sec-
retary).

Also present were Anis 
Ahmed Wani, JKTF 
DA Doda, Madan Lal 
(Vice President Zone 
Bhatyas), Abid Hussain 
Zargar, Irshad Ahmed 
Malik, Mahesh Kumar 
(Executive Member), 
Sanjeet Kumar Baghat, 
Jnb Ayatullah Zargar, Jnb 
Nazakat Hussain Sahb, 
and other members of the 
forum.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) promised 
to expand its Ayushman 
Bharat Health Insurance 
scheme to cover all citi-
zens. This was stated by 
BJP District President 
Jammu South Rekha 
Mahajan while distribut-
ing the “Ayushman health 
insurance cards,” also 
known as golden cards, 
here at her residence/ 
office in response to the 
persistent request of the 
residents of Trikuta Nagar 
of Bahu Constituency 
in Jammu South. While 
distributing the ayush-
man golden cards to the 
common masses, Rekha 
Mahajan accompanied by 
District Secretary Jammu 
South Rohiin Chandan, 
Treasure Rajesh Gupta 
and others were present 

on the occasion. Rekha 
Mahajan asserted that 
all senior citizens over 
70 and the transgen-
der community will be 
brought under the ambit 
of the Center’s health 
scheme, the Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana. She high-
lights that the BJP, under 
the banner of PM Modi, 
has been working tire-
lessly to ensure social 
development and social 
inclusion in a true sense 
for all segments of soci-

ety.
Women’s participation 

and contribution will be 
the focus of the next 
five years, according to 
Rekha Mahajan. The IT, 
travel, education, health, 
and retail industries will 
all train women.

She promised that the 
BJP will begin imple-
menting the manifesto’s 
pledges as soon as the 
results of the June 4 elec-
tions are announced. 
Rekha also expressed 

confidence that the BJP 
will form the next govern-
ment with more than 400 
seats in the Lok Sabha.

The BJP leader added 
that the “Modi ki guar-
antee” is equivalent to 
24-carat gold and has 
emerged as the gold 
standard of governance.

Rekha Mahajan said in 
the last ten successful 
years, the Modi govern-
ment had overhauled the 
country’s health infra-
structure from a primary 
to tertiary level while 
ensuring the provision of 
free treatment for up to 
Rs 5 lakh for the general 
public.

Rekha ensures that 
under the PM Modi-led 
government, nobody 
is left out, especially 
women, children, and the 
elderly; there is no cap on 
family size or age in the 
scheme.

The policy benefit cov-
erage also included pre- 
and post-hospitalization 
expenses, and all pre-
existing conditions were 
covered from day one. 
Rekha educates that a 
defined transport allow-
ance per hospitalization 
is also paid to the benefi-
ciary under the scheme. 
She said as India contin-
ues its journey towards 
becoming a global health-
care hub, the initiatives 
undertaken under Prime 
Minister Modi’s leader-
ship have laid the foun-
dation for a healthier and 
more resilient nation. The 
commitment to health 
and well-being is reflect-
ed not only in policies 
but also in the endeavor 
to create a future where 
every citizen can access 
quality healthcare ser-
vices, irrespective of their 
socio-economic status.

Area Marketing Office Ramban hosts 
awareness camp on Marketing Event 
and Promotional Activities

IGNOU & ICMAI collaborate to start programme 
“Diploma in Agricultural Cost Management’’

Ramakrishna Mission Medical Centre to 
hold free neurology camp on June 1

‘The – Sara’  launches ‘Safe Periods 365’ Initiative

JKTF delegation meets with Director 
School Education Jammu

PM Modi administration redesigned 
India’s healthcare system: Rekha Mahajan

Top News Report

LEH, May 28: The Advi-
sor to the Union Territory 
of Ladakh/Chairman of 
the Union Territory Level 
Bankers Committee, 
UT Ladakh, Dr Pawan 
Kotwal presided over the 
9th Meeting of the Union 
Territory Level Bankers 
Committee (UTLBC) of 
UT Ladakh for the quar-
ter ended December 31, 
2023, and March 31, 
2024, at Leh.

The Assistant General 
Manager, State Bank of 
India/Convenor UTLBC 
of UT Ladakh, Tsering 
Morup highlighted the 
significant achievements 
of banks in UT Ladakh for 
the quarter ending March 
2024 through a Power-
Point presentation.  The 
presentation emphasized 
the remarkable progress 
made under various 
banking schemes aimed 
at fostering economic 
development and finan-
cial inclusion in Ladakh.

The Banks achieved 
118% by disbursing a 
total credit of Rs.970.95 

Crore under Priority 
Sector advances against 
the Annual Credit Target 
of Rs.821.03 Crore. The 
overall achievement 
under Priority and Non-
Priority sector advances 
by all banks in UT Ladakh 
is 148% by the year-end 
i.e. March 2024.

The Chairman Dr Pawan 
Kotwal was informed 
that the total deposits 
as of March 31, 2024, 
stood at Rs.9193.08 
Crore as compared to 
Rs.8593.25 Crore as 
of March 31, 2023, with 
the deposit’s growth of 
7% on a year-on-year 
basis. The total credit as 
of March 31, 2024, stood 
at Rs.4166.75 Crore as 
compared to Rs.3618.63 
Crore as of March 31, 
2023, with a credit growth 
of 15.15% on a year-on-
year basis in UT Ladakh. 
The overall CD Ratio of 
UT Ladakh is 45.32% for 
the Year ended March 31, 
2024.

Advisor Ladakh Dr 
Pawan Kotwal highlighted 
the importance of various 
government schemes, 

including the Solar Roof-
top Scheme and the 
Atal Pension Yojana. 
He stressed that these 
schemes are essential 
for the financial and social 
well-being of the commu-
nity and should be given 
utmost priority. He direct-
ed all the banks to come 
forward in sanctioning the 
loan under the Solar Roof-
top Scheme and focused 
that banks should make 
efforts to cover all eligible 
beneficiaries under the 
Social Security Scheme 
universally.

The Chairman directed 
all the Banks to sanction 
loans for craftsmen under 
the PM Vishwakarma 
Scheme. He also directed 
the sponsoring depart-
ment to visit the Training 
Centre of Private Agen-
cies to check the quality 
of training given to the 
PM Vishwakarma benefi-
ciaries. He instructed all 
heads of banks to ensure 
that their successors 
complete and wrap up 
all duties before leaving 
their job stations or before 
being transferred.

Dr Pawan Kotwal also 
released a focus paper 
outlining the strategic 
financial goals for the 
fiscal year 2024-2025. 
This document serves as 
a roadmap for achieving 
targeted economic growth 
and development in the 
region.

The Additional General 
Manager of NABARD, 
Sonika Rana presented 
a comprehensive presen-
tation covering several 
key initiatives, including 
the promotion of solar 
energy, research and 
development, homestay 
initiatives, village devel-
opment, skill develop-
ment, and the expansion 
of the tourism sector.

Dr. Pawan Kotwal 
directed NABARD offi-
cials to prioritize the for-
mation and implementa-
tion of quality control and 
standardization measures 
for Ladakh’s unique prod-
ucts. He urged the offi-
cials to focus on develop-
ing quality schemes that 
will ensure the authentic-
ity and marketability of 
these products, thereby 

strengthening the local 
economy.

Lastly, Additional Gen-
eral Manager, Rajeev 
Kumar Chhabra con-
cluded the meeting with 
a vote of thanks to all the 
dignitaries and other par-
ticipants from line depart-
ments and banks.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Principal Sec-
retary, Sanjeev Khirwar; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Padma Angmo; Adminis-
trative Secretary, Vikram 
Singh Malik; Under Sec-
retary, Mohit Sharma; 
representative of District 
Magistrate, Leh; Direc-
tors of concerned depart-
ments; Regional Director 
(J&K & Ladakh) Reserve 
Bank of India, Jammu; 
General Manager, RBI; 
Chief General Manager, 
NABARD Jammu; Gen-
eral Manager, State Bank 
of India; and senior repre-
sentatives of the member 
banks and financial insti-
tutions, while District 
Magistrate, Kargil; and 
Chief General Manager, 
SBI joined the meeting 
virtually.

Dr Pawan Kotwal presides 9th UT-Level 
Bankers’ Committee Meeting

Top News Report
KATHUA, May 28: Kathua witnessed the third day of 

the Inter Zone District Level Tournament, where boys 
under 14 years old participated in various competitions 
including kabaddi, kho kho, volleyball, badminton, chess, 
table tennis, wrestling, football, and cricket.

The girl players also showcased their talents across 
different disciplines, displaying enthusiasm and deter-
mination in their matches.

Ahead of the day’s events, District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer Sunil Singh Sambyal interacted with the 
cricket team players, wishing them luck.

In the day’s results, Kathua emerged victorious over 
Barnoti in the kabaddi final by a narrow margin of one 
point. Marheen triumphed over Lakhanpur in the vol-
leyball final with a score of 2-0 sets, while Lakhanpur 
clinched victory over Marheen in the kho-kho final.

Additionally, Aryan from Zone Hiranagar secured the 
first position in rope skipping, followed by Ansh from 
Zone Sallan. Kathua also secured victory over Hiranagar 
in the badminton final, while Lakhanpur emerged victori-
ous in the chess match against Kathua.

Inter Zone District Level 
Tournament enters day 3

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: Sam-
sung, India’s leading 
consumer electronics 
brand, has launched the 
Galaxy F55 5G, the most 
premium smartphone in 
its Galaxy F series. This 
latest offering features 
a sophisticated vegan 
leather design with a 
unique saddle stitch pat-
tern, marking the first of 
its kind in the F-Series. 
Available in the elegant 
colors Apricot Crush 
and Raisin Black, the 
device is not only stylish 
but also incredibly ergo-
nomic, weighing just 180 
grams and measuring a 
sleek 7.8mm in thick-
ness.

The Galaxy F55 5G 
boasts a 6.7-inch Full 
HD+ Super AMOLED+ 
display, delivering stun-
ning visuals with 1000 
nits of brightness and 
Vision Booster technol-
ogy for clear viewing 

even in bright sunlight. 
Its 120Hz refresh rate 
ensures smooth scroll-
ing and an elevated user 
experience, particularly 
appealing to tech-savvy 
Gen-Z and millennials. 
Powered by the 4nm 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
7 Gen1 processor, the 
device supports seam-
less multitasking, fast 
downloads, smooth 
streaming, and uninter-
rupted browsing thanks 
to its 5G connectivity.

Photography enthusi-
asts will appreciate the 
50 MP (OIS) No Shake 
Camera, which pro-
vides high-resolution, 
shake-free photos and 
videos, complemented 
by an 8MP ultra-wide 
sensor and Nightog-
raphy capabilities for 
impressive low-light 
shots. The front camera 
also offers 50MP resolu-
tion for detailed, sharper 
selfies. The Galaxy F55 
5G is equipped with a 

5000mAh battery and 
supports 45W super-
fast charging, ensuring 
prolonged use with mini-
mal downtime.

Samsung emphasizes 
security with the inclu-
sion of Knox Security 
and Samsung Knox 
Vault, a hardware-
based system providing 
comprehensive protec-
tion against attacks. 
The Galaxy F55 5G 
also introduces innova-
tive features like Voice 
Focus, which reduces 
ambient noise during 
calls, and Quick Share, 
enabling instant f ile 
sharing across devices. 
Samsung’s commitment 
to customer satisfaction 
is further highlighted by 
the promise of four gen-
erations of OS upgrades 
and five years of secu-
rity updates, ensuring 
users enjoy the latest 
features and enhanced 
security for years to 
come.

Samsung unveils Galaxy 
F55 5G in India
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NEW DELHI, May 28 (Agen-
cies): After taking a break from 
the Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI), Virat Kohli 
is reportedly set to rejoin his 
teammate ahead of the T20 
World Cup 2024 warm-up game 
against Bangladesh. Kohli didn’t 
fly with the first batch of Indian 
players, having decided to 
spend some time with family 
before the T20 World Cup 
commitments had him flying 
all the way to the United States 
of America. As Kohli sought 
break, doubts emerged over 
his availability for the warm-up 
clash against Bangladesh on 
June 01. But, it has now been 
reported that the talismanic top-
order batter will be ready for the 
practice game.

“He will reach New York before 
the warm-up vs Bangladesh on 
June 1. Whether he plays or not 
in the warm-up will be manage-
ment’s call - whether they feel 
there is enough gap between 
him landing and the warm-up 

fixture,” News 18 quoted a 
source saying.

The likes of Rohit Sharma, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Suryakumar 
Yadav, Rishabh Pant, etc. have 
already reached New York. 
The second batch of players, 
including stars left on Monday 

morning while a few others 
like Sanju Samson, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Avesh Khan, and Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal will be joining the 
squad soon.

India’s T20 World Cup cam-
paign begins on June 5 against 
Ireland at the newly constructed 

Nassau County International 
Cricket Stadium in New York. 
India versus Pakistan clash will 
take place on June 9. They will 
later play tournament co-hosts 
USA (June 12) and Canada 
(June 15) to wrap up their Group 
A matches.

In the tournament, India will 
be aiming to end their ICC 
trophy drought, having last won 
the ICC Champions Trophy in 
2013. Since then, India has 
reached the 50-over World Cup 
final in 2023, semifinal in 2015 
and 2019, the title clash of the 
ICC World Test Championship 
in 2021 and 2023, T20 WC final 
in 2014, semifinals in 2016 and 
2022 but failed to secure a big 
ICC trophy.

India will be aiming to win their 
first T20 WC title ever since they 
won the inaugural edition of the 
tournament back in 2007 in 
South Africa. In the last edition 
held in Australia in 2022, India 
lost to England by 10 wickets in 
the semifinals.

India Get Virat Kohli Boost Ahead Of T20 World Cup 
Warm-up Clash Against Bangladesh: Report

NEW DELHI, May 28 
(Agencies): Dashing 
Indian wicketkeeper-
batter Rishabh Pant 
revealed that he was 
reluctant to visit the air-
port after his life-threat-
ening injury as he was 
apprehensive about 
facing people while 

wheelchair bound. The 
26-year-old had suf-
fered multiple injuries 
following a near-fatal 
car crash on the Delhi-
Dehradun highway in 
December, 2022. He 
miraculously cheated 
death but the injuries 
required a major knee 

surgery and an exten-
sive rehabilitation about 
which Pant has already 
opened up.

“The accident was a 
life-changing experi-
ence for me. When I got 
up after it, I wasn’t even 
sure if I would be alive, 
but God was very kind 
to save me,” Pant said 
on “Dhawan Karenge”, 
a talk show hosted by 
India cricketer Shikhar 
Dhawan.

“I couldn’t go to the 
airport because I was 
nervous about facing 
people in a wheelchair. 
I couldn’t even brush my 
teeth for two months, 
and for six to seven 
months, I suffered 
unbearable pain,” Pant 
recalled.

However, the flamboy-
ant batter returned to 
action after 14 months in 
the recently concluded 
IPL, giving glimpses of 
his devastating best.

“Couldn’t Go To Airport, Was 
Nervous Facing People On 
Wheelchair”: Rishabh Pant

Virat Kohli, who is on a break at present, is set to join Team India squad in time for 
T20 World Cup 2024 warm-up clash against Bangladesh.

KUALA LUMPUR, 
May 28 (Agencies): 
India’s ace shuttler, PV 
Sindhu is set to spear-
head the Indian contin-
gent at the Singapore 
Badminton Open 2024 
BWF Super 750 tour-
nament in order to end 
her drought in Singa-
pore following her bril-
liant run in Kuala Lum-
pur’s Malaysia Masters 
recently. India’s Chirag 
Shet ty/Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy will be the 
top billing in the men’s 
doubles competition 
and are on the lookout 
for their third title of the 
season after the French 
and Thailand Open. 
Reigning Olympic sin-
gles champions Viktor 
Axelsen and Chen Yufei 
will headline a world-
class assortment of 
top global stars at the 
Singapore Badminton 

Open 2024 BWF Super 
750 tournament.

On the road to defend-
ing his Olympic crown at 
the Paris 2024 Summer 
Games, Axelsen won 
the Malaysia Masters 
men’s singles title on 
Sunday, ousting Malay-
sian ace Lee Zii Jia in 
the final.

The world No. 1 Dane 
will look to build on 

the momentum at Sin-
gapore and is the top 
seed for the badminton 
tournament, which he 
has never won in the 
past. Axelsen will start 
his campaign against 
India’s Lakshya Sen, the 
reigning Commonwealth 
Games champion.

Tenth in the world bad-
minton rankings, Lee will 
be eyeing a hat-trick of 

finals after making the 
title deciders in Thai-
land and Malaysia this 
month.

Two-time defending 
Singapore Open men’s 
singles champion Antho-
ny Sinisuka Ginting will 
be the seventh seed 
for this year’s competi-
tion, while his Indone-
sian compatriot Jonatan 
Christie, the reigning All 
England champion, is 
seeded third.

The home challenge, 
meanwhile, will be faced 
by former world cham-
pion Loh Kean Yew, who 
is slated to face the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s 
Lu Guangzu in his open-
ing match.

The Republic of 
Korea’s An Seyoung 
will be in Singapore to 
defend her women’s 
singles crown as the top 
seed. Reigning Olympic 

champion Chen and 
Rio 2016 gold medal-
ist Carolina Marin are 
seeded second and 
third, respectively.

Tai Tzu-ying was 
seeded fourth, but the 
Chinese Taipei star has 
since withdrawn.

China’s Wang Zhiyi, 
who beat India’s two-
time Olympic medalist 
PV Sindhu to clinch the 
Malaysia Masters title 
last week, will be the 
seventh seed.

Tokyo 2020 silver 
medal winners Chen 
Qingchen and Jia Yifan 
of China are the No. 1 
seeds in women’s dou-
bles.

Paris 2024-bound Aus-
tralian women’s doubles 
pair of Setyana Mapasa 
and Angela Yu will also 
be in action at the Singa-
pore Open 2024.

PV Sindhu To Spearhead India’s Challenge At 
BWF Singapore Open 2024DUBAI, May 28 (Agencies): Major 

League Cricket (MLC) is thrilled to 
announce that the International Crick-
et Council (ICC) has granted it offi-
cial List-A Status ahead of its eagerly 
awaited second season, beginning July 
5, 2024. This landmark achievement 
signifies another essential milestone 
in the development and standing of 
Cognizant Major League Cricket and 
the broader landscape of cricket in the 
United States. The recognition solidi-
fies Cognizant Major League Cricket as 
an official T20 league and the nation’s 
premier domestic tournament.

Now, every century, half-century, 
“five-for,” run-out, victory, defeat, and 
championship will be officially logged 
as part of career statistics in an interna-
tionally recognized format of the game. 
This development will also allow local 
US players and emerging stars to gain 
international acknowledgment, thereby 
fostering domestic talent through MLC.

The List-A Status is a testament to 
the MLC’s successful inaugural season 
and highlights its firm commitment to 
delivering top-tier cricket in the United 
States. Furthermore, MLC CEO Vijay 
Srinivasan has announced ambitious 
plans to expand from an initial 19-game 

season in 2023 to a 34-game season 
by 2025.

“We saw cricket mania sweep across 
the US last year off the back of our inau-
gural season of Major League Cricket. 
Now, we take exciting momentum into 
the highly anticipated ICC T20 World 
Cup and season two of the MLC.

“With an unforgettable summer of 
cricket on our doorstep, we’re ready to 
capture the hearts of American sports 
fans with our thrilling, adrenaline-
charged game that is the most exciting 
emerging T20 tournament across the 
globe.” After the inaugural season saw 
sold-out crowds, fans are advised to 
buy their tickets early to avoid missing 
out on this season’s thrilling action. In 
addition to the high-quality matches, 
fans have multiple ticket options, with 
general admission tickets starting at 
$30 per person. The excitement of the 
season extends beyond the field, fea-
turing entertainment, fireworks, free 
giveaways, player signings, meet-and-
greets, merchandise giveaways, food 
trucks, and samples throughout the 
tournament. Tickets for all matches, 
including the four playoff games, can 
be purchased online at tickets.major-
leaguecricket.com.

USA’s Major League Cricket granted 
official List-A status by ICC

NEW DELHI, May 28 (Agen-
cies): Former India off-spinner 
Harbhajan Singh has nothing 
but empathy for Hardik Pandya 
as he navigates a challenging 
phase in his career and is hope-
ful that the all-rounder, who 
“hasn’t been a free man in the 
last two months”, will become 
one during next month’s T20 
World Cup. Pandya endured 
a forgettable IPL both as cap-
tain and player with his team 
Mumbai Indians ending bottom 
of the heap in the points table. 
What made things worse was 
the incessant jeering of fans 
whenever he took the field, 
including at MI’s home turf -- 
the Wankhede Stadium.

But Harbhajan expects the tide 
to turn in the Americas during 
the T20 showpiece.

“When he wears that blue 
jersey, he will be a different 
Hardik Pandya because we 
know he can score those runs 
and take those wickets. I want 
Hardik to come good as he has 
gone through a lot and I wish 
him all the very best to have a 
very good tournament for India,” 
Harbhajan told agency in an 
exclusive interview.

“If he has a good tournament, 
obviously India will have a great 
chance to go forward,” he said.

“Yes, his form is a bit of a con-
cern...and lot of other stuff was 
going on around him, his shifting 
from Gujarat to Mumbai, was a 
big change and the team (MI) 
didn’t react too well to Hardik 
coming back and that too as 

captain,” the 43-year-old added.
The reason for the fan back-

lash against Pandya was MI’s 
decision to hand him the cap-
taincy after taking it away from 
the long-serving Rohit Sharma.

There was speculation 
throughout the season that MI’s 
dressing room was a divided 
house due to the change of 
guard. Rohit will now captain 
the national side with Pandya 
as his deputy in the World Cup 
starting June 1.

Harbhajan, a multi format 
World Cup-winner, urged the 
team management to bring 
Pandya and Rohit on “same 
page”.

“...it looked like they (MI) were 
not playing together as a team. 
So there was a lot going on. 
Hardik wasn’t a free man in the 
last two months. I believe both 
of them and many others who 
have played in different teams 
will have to come together to 
do something special for the 
nation...,” he said.

Winning a World Cup is a 
bigger achievement than win-
ning an IPL trophy, so I would 
urge the management to bring 
everyone together, have them 
on one page and make sure 
they play like one.

“I believe it’s the responsibil-
ity of the management to come 
together and win together. Even 
if they lose they should be losing 
together.”

Bumrah will need support
Jasprit Bumrah is the only 

speedster among the chosen 

three (the other two being Arsh-
deep Singh and Mohammed 
Siraj), who doesn’t need con-
ditions to be successful, feels 
Harbhajan.

“Pace attack definitely could 
be a concern because because 
Bumrah is in a different league 
for the kind of bowler he is. He 
will win you games on any kind 
of pitch. He doesn’t need condi-
tions whereas other bowlers like 
Arshdeep and Siraj would need 
help from conditions.

“If there’s bounce, Siraj might 
do well. He is tall, can also swing 
it both ways, hits the deck hard 
and has got pace. But if wick-
ets are slow then the challenge 
begins for other bowlers.

“There will be lot of respon-
sibility on Bumrah’s shoulders 
but I hope other guys also take 
responsibility to be someone 
special.”

IPL performances won’t matter
Harbhajan said IPL form would 

make no difference to the play-
ers’ fortunes in the ICC show-
piece.

“No matter what you have 
done in your IPL career or pre-
viously, this is what counts the 
most...if I was in their shoes, I 
would be looking for this oppor-
tunity to showcase that I have 
been better than what I have 
been doing,” the ‘Turbanator’ 
stated.

Virat is a changed T20 batter
Harbhajan was mighty 

impressed with how Virat Kohli 
tweaked his T20 game during 
this year’s IPL by adding shots 

to his repertoire, which drasti-
cally improved his strike rate.

“Virat has shown a lot of 
improvement from last year 
to this year and people spoke 
about his strike rate. It was in 
130s during last year and this 
time it is in 160s,” he said.

“Of course it’s a big big 
change. Virat and Rohit will 
have to score quickly in Pow-
erplay but also need to respect 
the conditions in USA and West 
Indies.”

If Gambhir becomes coach 
Harbhajan doesn’t know 

whether Gautam Gambhir, who 
is being spoken of as the favou-
rite to take over India’s head 
coach position from the outgo-
ing Rahul Dravid, will get the job 
but he does believe it would be 
a crown of thorns for whoever 
chooses to wear it.

“If I say it properly, it is a spec-
ulation, which is doing rounds...
the biggest thing a coach can 
do is to bring everyone togeth-
er, so that team plays together. 
So, whether Gautam becomes 
coach or Ashish Nehra, or who-
soever gets the opportunity, 
hope they do better than what 
others before them did.” He also 
ruled himself out of the race.

“I don’t think I will be able to 
give that much time. At this 
stage of my life I have a young 
family and I need to be around 
them and look after them. Yes, 
when the right time comes, I will 
put my foot forward and say I am 
ready for it,” he concluded.

SYDNEY, May 28 
(Agencies): Former 
Australia batter Joe 
Burns made a surpris-
ing career move and is 
now set to play for Italy, 
helping them qualify 
for the T20 World Cup 
2026. Having fallen out 
of favour for a place in 
the Australian team, 
Burns has had tumultu-
ous times this year, both 
from his personal and 
professional front.

Burns was not picked 
for Queensland’s Shef-
f ield Shield match 
against South Australia 
in mid-February. Soon 
after, his brother passed 
away. Things went from 
bad to worse for Burns 
after he did not find a 
place on Queensland’s 
men’s contract list for 
the 2024-25 season.

He is now a part of 
the Italian squad for the 
T20 World Cup quali-

fiers. Burns would also 
be donning the jersey 
No.85 in memory of his 
brother. Burns dropped 
a long note on Insta-
gram to talk about his 
shift to Italy and the 
heartbreaks he has had 
to go through.

“This isn’t just a 
number and this isn’t just 
a jersey. This is for the 
people who I know will 
be looking down proudly 
from above. In February 
of this year my brother 
sadly passed away. 85 
was his number in the 
last team he played (and 
his birth year) for the 
mighty Northern Fed-
erals in sub-districts,” 
Burns wrote.

I’m so proud to repre-
sent Italy

“The days, weeks and 
months since my broth-
er’s death have been 
the toughest I could 
ever imagine. I’m not too 

proud to admit that it’s 
been a daily battle that I 
often lose. While a part 
of my soul feels like it 
will always be missing, I 
know this shirt will carry 
on his spirit and give me 
strength. It’s the hours 
playing as kids and con-
nection with him that 
taught me to love this 
game.”

“I often reflect on the 
bravery and commit-
ment it must have taken 
my Grandparents when 
they left Italy to start 
a new life in Australia. 
They found a way to 
make it work through 
adversity and this has 
always given me solace 
through life’s lessons. 
I’m so proud to repre-
sent Italy on our path to 
the 2026 World Cup.

“The fields of Rome 
may be a long way from 
the Gabba, MCG or our 
front yard growing up, 
but I feel like I’m coming 
home,” Burns added.

Burns ended his Aus-
tralia career after play-
ing 23 Tests and 6 ODIs 
in which he scored 1588 
runs with 4 centuries 
and 8 half-centuries to 
his name. He last played 
for the Aussies in the 
Melbourne Test against 
India back in December 
2020.

Australia’s Joe Burns to play for Italy, 
honours late brother with jersey 
No.85

 “...A Lot Of Other Stuff”: Harbhajan Singh’s 
Blunt Take On Hardik Pandya’s Situation
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Top News Report

KISHTWAR, May 28: 
In a commendable effort 
to support individuals on 
their path to recovery, 
the District Administration 
Kishtwar, in collaboration 
with the Social Welfare 
Department and District 
Employment and Career 
Counseling, today orga-
nized a job fair specifi-
cally for patients recover-
ing from the substance 
abuse in the district under 
the overall supervision of 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh 
Yadav.

The event was graced by 
the presence of Addition-
al District Development 
Commissioner Kishtwar, 
Ghulam Rasool, as the 
Chief Guest besides Dis-
trict Social Welfare Offi-
cer/Nodal Officer Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
District Kishtwar, Tariq 
Pervaiz Qazi; CMO Kisht-
war, Dr. Rajinder Kumar 
were special dignitaries.

Also present were  Dis-
trict Employment Officer 
Kishtwar, Vinod Kumar, 

Nodal Officer ATF (Addic-
tion Treatment Facil-
ity Kishtwar) Dr. Haris, 
TSWO Kishtwar, Rajesh 
Kumar; the ATF Team 
Kishtwar; and other con-
cerned staff from the 
departments.

The event aimed to pro-
vide these individuals with 
opportunities to reinte-
grate into society through 
gainful employment. Vari-
ous prominent private 
and Semi Govt Employer 
organizations like LIC, 
Bajaj Allianz, Tata Motors, 
SBI, and Mahindra & 

Mahindra offered a range 
of job openings suited to 
different skill levels and 
experiences.

The fair also featured 
workshops to aid attend-
ees in their quest for 
employment.

Addit ional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Kishtwar, Ghulam 
Rasool, highlighted the 
administration’s commit-
ment to the rehabilitation 
of recovering patients, 
emphasizing that gainful 
employment is a critical 
step in their recovery pro-

cess.
“We are dedicated to 

supporting the holistic 
recovery of these individ-
uals. By providing them 
with employment oppor-
tunities, we aim to foster 
a sense of purpose and 
stability in their lives,” he 
stated.

He also added that with 
willpower and the proper 
mindset, the patients 
will overcome their chal-
lenges.

DSWO/Nodal Officer 
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yaan, Tariq Pervaiz Qazi, 

thanked Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Devansh 
Yadav, IAS, for such ini-
tiatives and highlighted 
the preventive measures 
being taken by the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare to 
curb the menace of drug 
addiction in the district.

The job fair saw a signifi-
cant turnout of more than 
100 recovering patients, 
with more than 250 job 
openings available for 
them. Many participants 
expressed optimism about 
their future prospects. The 
Department of Social Wel-
fare and the Department 
of Employment reiterated 
their ongoing support for 
similar initiatives, under-
scoring the importance of 
community involvement in 
the rehabilitation process.

This initiative marks 
a positive step towards 
the social and economic 
reintegration of recover-
ing individuals, showcas-
ing the district’s proactive 
approach in addressing 
the challenges associ-
ated with drug addiction 
and recovery.

Top News Report

R S PURA, May 28: On 
the occasion of World 
Menstrual Hygiene Day, 
the NGO Live For Others 
- Being Helpful Founda-
tion successfully con-
ducted Mission R-SAP 
(Remove Shyness 
Apply Pads) at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Dablehar, R.S. 
Pura. The event aimed 
to raise awareness about 
menstrual hygiene prac-
tices among young girls.

Jyoti, the keynote 
speaker, led an informa-
tive session on proper 
hygiene pract ices, 
addressing common 
myths and encourag-
ing open discussions to 
remove the stigma asso-
ciated with menstruation.

As part of the initia-
tive, the NGO distributed 
1,000 sanitary napkins 
to the 100 girl students, 
promoting accessibility to 
essential hygiene prod-
ucts.

 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Romesh Kumar, 
Convenor, said, “The 
event was a significant 
step towards improving 
menstrual health and 
education in the commu-
nity, empowering girls 
with the knowledge and 
resources they need for 
better health and well-
being.”

 In collaboration 
with the District Hub 
for Empowerment of 
Women, Udhampur, 
and Stuti Abrol, being 
resource Person for 
these seminars, the foun-

dation organized several 
other events to promote 
menstrual hygiene, at 
Health Centre Garhi on 
May 27, 2024, with over 
80 females in attendance 
and more than 1600 
sanitary pads distribut-
ed; at Government High 
School, Garhi on May 
11, 2024, reaching 65 
females and distributing 
over 1000 sanitary pads; 
and at Anganwadi Centre 
of Birmapul, Udhampur, 
on May 11, 2024, with 46 
females in attendance 
and more than 800 sani-
tary pads distributed.

The programme also 
saw the presence of 
notable members includ-
ing Diya Sharma, Sachin, 
Shubam, Abhishek 
Gupta, Harsh, Abhishek 
Raina, and many more.

District Administration organizes job fair for 
Recovery Patients of Addiction Treatment Facility

LFO-BHF organises Menstrual 
Hygiene Awareness Programme

Top News Report

SAMBA, May 28:  
Centre for Counsel-
ing and Mental Health 
Intervention Services- 
‘SUKOON’ of Shri Pandit 
Prem Nath Dogra Gov-
ernment Degree College 
Samba under the aegis of 
IQAC and guidance of the 
revered Principal of the 
college, Prof (Dr.) Twinkle 
Suri and convenership of, 
Dr. Shabila Wani, the col-
lege Nodal officer of the 
Cell organized an exten-
sion lecture on Stress 
Management for the staff 
and students of the col-
lege.

The event began with a 
formal welcome address 
by Prof. Narayan Dutt, 
HOD Physics and intro-
duction of the resource 
person by Dr. Shabila 
Wani.

The Nodal Officer also 
focused on the need of 
the Counseling cell and 

the ways in which it can 
be beneficial for the staff 
and students.

The resource person 
for the event Dr. Harshit 
Hemant Salian, Assistant 
Professor & In-Charge 
Department of Psychiatry, 
AIIMS Vijaypur, Jammu 
delivered an impactful 
lecture on the types of 
stress, causes of stress, 
levels of stress elaborat-
ing upon the positive and 
negative impacts of stress 

and various techniques of 
stress management.

He emphasized that 
self observation, proper 
time management, disci-
plined life style, a good 
social support system 
and cultivating a positive 
outlook in life are crucial 
for stress management.

He highlighted the 
importance of physical 
exercise for release of 
happy hormones in the 
body. The lecture fea-

tured an interactive ses-
sion of question-answers 
allowing attendees to 
seek personalized advice 
and insights from Dr. 
Harshit Hemant Salian.

He also suggested 
some relaxation tech-
niques for Stress Man-
agement. The proceed-
ings of the event were 
conducted by Ritika. 
The event ended with a 
formal vote of thanks by 
Dr. Surbhi Malhotra.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 28: In 
response to the worsen-
ing situation of power 
cuts and decreasing 
water supply amidst the 
scorching summer heat, 
the Shiv Sena (UBT) 
Jammu-Kashmir unit 
held a strong demon-
stration. Led by the state 
chief Manish Sahni, the 
protest took place in the 
Lower Roop Nagar area 
of Jammu. The demon-
strators carried placards 
with messages such as 
“Bijalee Pani de na Sake 
Jo..Vo Sarkar Nikami Hai” 
(The government that 
cannot provide electricity 
and water is useless) and 
“Fulfill the promise of 24 
hours power supply.”

Sahni criticized the cur-
rent administration for fail-
ing to honor their promise 
of 24-hour uninterrupted 
power supply in exchange 
for the installation of smart 

and electronic meters. He 
highlighted that despite 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
rich water resources and 
hydro-electric projects, 
residents are enduring 
4 to 8-hour power cuts 
and diminishing water 
supplies. He empha-
sized the unfairness of 
strict enforcement on bill 
payments while there is 
no accountability for pro-
longed power outages.

He pointed out that 

unscheduled power cuts 
are severely affecting vil-
lages and remote areas, 
with farmers particularly 
suffering due to water 
shortages essential for 
their crops. The absence 
of an elected government 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
according to Sahni, has 
led to bureaucratic arbi-
trariness and a lack of 
responsiveness to the 
people’s needs.

Sahni appealed to the 

Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir to 
take immediate action to 
ensure consistent power 
and water supply during 
the harsh summer. The 
protest saw the participa-
tion of other party leaders, 
including General Secre-
tary Vikas Bakshi, Vice 
President Balwant Singh, 
Secretary Rajesh Handa, 
and members Kamlesh 
Chib, Leela Devi, and 
Nirmala Kaur.

SPPND Government Degree College organizes 
lecture on Stress Management

Govt which cannot provide electricity 
and water is useless: Shiv Sena
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JAMMU, May 28: Gov-
ernment Polytechnic for 
Women, Jammu in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of Ayush Jammu 
and Kashmir organized 
a Mega camp on “Per-
sonal And Menstrual 
Hygiene” for female fit-
ness.

The seminar was 
organized under the 
guidance of Principal 
Er. Suket Gupta and the 
directions from Director 
J&K Ayush Dr. Mohan 
Singh and Supervision 
of DAO Dr. Vandana 
Dogra.

The event was orga-
nized to raise aware-
ness about the benefits 
of yoga among students. 
The female staff and 
girl students partici-
pated in various tradi-
tional asanas and were 
taught different methods 
of meditation.

The program was led 
by Dr. Himani Bhutyal 
(Medical officer) and her 
team Dr. Nitin Dutt, Med-
ical Officer, Ishan Man-
sotra, Mamta Sharma, 
Vanshika Gupta, Ankita 
Uppal, Himani and  
Jaspreet Singh (Yoga 

Instructors).
She delivered a lec-

ture on personal and 
menstrual hygiene and 
explained in detail about 
Do and Don’ts of Per-
sonal Hygiene, how to 
manage hygiene during 
periods. Queries by 

girl students related to 
this topic was clearly 
explained and answered 
by her.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Er. Naresh Gupta, 
HOD expressed his 
views on the impor-
tance of Yoga and 

appreciated the efforts 
of the team members of 
Ayush Department for 
the successful event. 
He also shared that 
the people have widely 
accepted the effective-
ness of Yoga as a form 
of therapy.

The session was spe-
cially organized for all 
female teachers and girl 
students of Polytechnic. 
It was very fruitful and 
everyone enjoyed the 
session. 

The arrangements for 
the smooth conduct of 
the camp was made 
by the College faculty 
comprising of Bhawana 
Arora, Program Officer 
NSS, Deepika Sharma, 
Lecturer Computer 
Engg., Banti Devi, P.E.T 
and others.

Among others present 
on the occasion were Er. 
Kamal Kumar HOD, Er. 
Vishal Nayyar Lecturer 
E&C Engineering.

Ayush  Deptt in collaboration with Govt Women 
Polytechnic organizes Ayush Yoga Camp   
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JAMMU, May 28: In light of the soar-
ing temperatures, which have reached 
a scorching 43 degrees Celsius, Rajan 
Gupta, a renowned social activist and the 
president of Sarv Shakti Sena Jammu & 
Kashmir, has made a fervent appeal to the 
Lieutenant Governor (LG) and the Director 
of School Education.

Gupta has called for the immediate dec-
laration of a holiday for schools to safe-
guard the health and well-being of young 
children and other students who are cur-
rently suffering due to the extreme heat.

“The current heatwave is posing severe 
risks to the health of our students, espe-
cially the younger children who are highly 
vulnerable to heat-related illnesses. It is 
imperative that the administration takes 
swift action to protect them from the 
adverse effects of this extreme weather,” 
stated Rajan Gupta.

Rajan emphasized the importance of 
prioritizing the safety and comfort of stu-
dents during such unprecedented weather 
conditions. He urged the authorities to 
take into account the physical strain and 
potential health hazards that children are 
facing while commuting to and attending 

school in such high temperatures.
“We must act responsibly and ensure 

that our children are not subjected to 
undue stress and health risks. Declaring 
a holiday will provide immediate relief and 
prevent any heat-related incidents,” he 
added.

Rajan Gupta’s appeal resonates with the 
concerns of numerous parents and guard-
ians who are equally worried about the 
safety of their children during this intense 
heatwave. The Sarv Shakti Sena stands 
united in its request for prompt and com-
passionate action from the authorities

Rajan appeals LG, Director 
School Education to declare 
holiday due to extreme heat


