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. . NEW DELHI/ KOCHI, scores of flights were
Police raids || 'y Seuit Koot omres o o terrorists enters 5th day
houses of l:nedl:szXg:rses ?::nca;(; hF“ght .dlsruﬁtlons, are JAMMU, Apr 8 (Agen- belt and over five kilo- top in the Surankote belt
drug flights since Tuesda _app:nl_ngl 2. V?(noﬁ_s cies): The cordon metres of the area has and adjoining areas in
n'g ht with ti x airports, Including rocni, and search operation been searched, the offi- Poonch district, the offi-

peddlers o:‘gsen\;\gr c:biiegrlgw Call'CUt’ r?elh' and Ben- (CASO) to track down cials said. cials said.

JAMMU, May 8 reporting sick to pro- gaAzrl/J-\’irt' ﬁ);?ad%efbress terrorists responsible for Terrorists targeted an The security forces are

(Agencies): Tightening
noose against drug
peddlers, police team
on Wednesday raided
the houses of two here
in the city outskirts.
Police said that acting
on specific informa-
tion, early this morning
police party of Police
Station Pacca Danga
Jammu headed led by
senior officers, raided
the houses of two drug
peddlers in R S Pura
and Bishnah areas.
The raids, police
said were conducted
in the houses of Imam
Hussain, resident of
Langotian Chak Alawal,
R S Pura and Manshu
Ali, resident of Karel

test against alleged
mismanagement at the
Tata Group-owned air-
line, leaving hundreds
of passengers stranded
at various airports in the
country.

Scores of Air India
Express passengers,
mostly scheduled to
travel to the Gulf nations,
protested at airports in
Kerala against last-min-

ute flight cancellations.

Some of them claimed
that they were informed
about the cancellations
after the completion of
security checks.

On Wednesday, sourc-
es told PTI that more
than 200 cabin crew are

Police in Baramulla
introduces GPS tracker
anklets to monitor bailed

out criminals

b 8 7 % \'

Manhasan, Pandorian
Bishnah, Jammu, at

present Balol Khad,
Samba.

They were wanted in
NDPS cases registered
against them at Police
Station Pacca Danga
Jammu as forward link-
ages and involvement

believed to have report-
ed sick to protest against
the alleged mismanage-
ment at the airline.

The cabin crew short-
age has resulted in the
cancellation of at least
more than 80 flights
since Tuesday night and

spokesperson said the
airline is engaging with
the cabin crew members
to understand the rea-
sons for reporting sick
and also apologised for
the flight disruptions.
Discontent has been
brewing among a sec-
tion of the cabin crew at
the low-cost carrier for
some time now,
mTurnto page 9

attacking an IAF convoy,
which claimed the life of
a corporal rank person-
nel, entered the fifth day
on Wednesday, officials
said.

Security forces, includ-
ing the Army, police and
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), have fur-
ther intensified combing
and search operation in
nearly 20 square kilome-
tres area in Surankote

AstraZeneca withdraws

COVID-19 vaccine worldwide,
cites commercial reasons

NEW DELHI, May 8
(Agencies): The phar-

-

maceutical giant Astra-
Zeneca's COVID-19
vaccine is being with-
drawn worldwide after
the company acknowl-
edged for the first time
in court documents that
it can cause a rare and

Indian Air Force (IAF)
convoy in the Shaistar
area of Poonch district,
resulting in the killing
of an IAF corporal and
injuries to four others on
Saturday.

Armed with surveil-
lance equipment,
including drones and
sniffer dogs, the search
operation is underway in
Shahsitar, Gursai, Sanai,
Lasana, and Sheendara

seeking identification of
the terrorists, whose
three to four pictures —
probably retrieved from
the CCTV footage in the
area — are public now,
the officials said.
Posters offering a cash
reward of Rs 20 lakh for
any information leading
to the arrest of the two
individuals, believed to

be the prime suspects,
mTurnto page 9

ACB files case against

PWD officers for

JAMMU, May 8 (Agen-
cies): Anti-Corruption
Bureau, Jammu regis-
tered a Case FIR No.
05/2024 P/S ACB-J
under section 5 (1) (d)
r'w 5 (2) of J&K PC Act
Samvat 2006 and 120-B
RPC against officers/
officials of PWD (R&B)

favoring contractor

to Chakrali via Sohag-
ini in block Marh under
NABARD by putting the
lowest rates for the allot-
ment of said contract but
on ground all clauses
of the tender were vio-
lated and work has not
been executed thereby
caused loss to Govern-

€ dangerous side effect, ~ Division-lll Jammu and ment exchequer etc.
in the menace. according to a report in f the beneficiary. The verification con-
MeT &7 the British Newspaper o The instant case FIR ducted revealed that
. . : ‘The Telegraph’. was made on March to the vaccine, known as was registered on the while executing the
predlcts hght SRINAGAR, May 8 an order from a Court. AstraZeneca has 5 and came into effect Vaxzevria. outcome of a Verifica- work of execution of
. (Agencies): Police in Police said a GPS announced that the on May 7. The vaccine In recent months, tion was conducted by road from Lohri Chak to
rains, snow Jammu and Kashmir's tracking device was vaccine was being can be no longer used Vaxzevria has come this Bureau on the basis Chakerali via Sohagini in
at higher Baramulla district on installed today on a removed from markets in the European Union under scrutiny over a of complaint alleging Block Marh, an item viz
Wednesday affixed bailed out drug peddler for commercial reasons. following the company’s very rare side effect, therein that the contrac- laying of 50 mm Premix
reaches of Global Positioning ina NDPS case of Police It further said that the decision to withdraw its which causes blood tor Avikash Choudhary Bituminous Macadam
J&K on May System_ (QPS) tracker Station Baramulla. vaccine was no longer “.marketing authorisa- clots and low blood in league with con- (BM) base course was
for monitoring round the The accused was being made or supplied, tion.” o platelet counts. In court cerned Engineers of not kept in DPR whereas
11, 12 clock movement of a arrested along with having been supersed- Similar applications documents, AstraZen- PWD (R&B) Division- 19250 sqm quantity of

SRINAGAR, May 8
(Agencies): Meteoro-
logical Department Sri-

bailed out drug peddler.
Police said the GPS
tracking device was

recovery of contraband
and has been bailed out
recently by the court.

ed by updated vaccines
that fight new variants.
The application to

will be submitted in the
UK and other nations in
the coming months that

eca in the High Court in
February admitted that
the vaccine “can, in very

Il Jammu and others
manipulated to get the
contract of upgradation

50mm Premix Bitumi-
nous Macadam base
course was advertised

nagar Wednesday pre- affixed in compliance to mTurnto page 9 withdraw the vaccine have given a go-ahead mTurn to page 9 of road from Lohri Chak mTurntopage 9
dicted generally cloudy
weather with light rain/
snow at higher reaches Supreme
with thunder at many
places on May 11 and Court to pass
12. order on

A MeT official said . . .
that from May 8 to 10 Interim ball
generally dry weather to Arvind
with A/N thundershow- o o
er activity can’t be ruled Ke.]rlwal on
out at few places in May 10
Jammu and Kashmir.

From May 11 to 12, NEW DELHI, May

partly to generally
cloudy weather with
light rain/snow (higher
reaches) thunder is
expected at many
places. Few places
may receive moderate
rain particularly during
May 12, he said.

On May 13, partly to
generally cloudy with
light rain at few places
is expected in Jammu
and Kashmir.

From May 14 to 17
there is generally dry
weather expected.

The official advised
farmers to suspend
farm operations during
May 11 and 12. He
added hot and dry
weather likely to con-
tinue over plains of
Jammu division.

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

8 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court will
deliver its order on grant-
ing interim bail to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in a money-
laundering case linked
to the alleged excise
policy scam on May 10.

Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
who headed the bench
which heard Kejriwal’s
petition against his
arrest in the case, said,
“We will pronounce the
interim order (on inter-
im bail) on Friday. The
main matter related to
the challenge to arrest
will also be taken on the
same day.”

Justice Khanna, who
was sitting in a different
combination with Jus-
tices MM Sundresh and

mTurnto page 9
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, May 08, 2024

10TH DA

With profound grief and sorrow, we
regret to inform the sad demise of our
beloved Sh. Jai Singh Jamwal S/o Late
Sh. Rattan Singh R/o Badhori, Samba.
10th Day Kriya will be performed on Sth
May 2024 at Badhori at 10 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Bhaiya and Bhabhi

Sh. Lehar Singh and Lalita Devi

Sons and Daughters-in-law

Ajay Jamwal and Reena Devi

Arun Jamwal and Neena Devi
Sons-in-law and Daughters
Dharmender Jasrofia and Bandana Jamwal

Balbir Singh and Ruchi Jamwal

Rohit and Rahil (Nephews)

Naman, Ujwal, Charvik and Shivaksh (Grand Sons)
Ankita (Grand Daughter)

Mobile No. 7006123294, 9419161966

" SH. JAI SINGH JAMWAL
Date of Death 30.04.24

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/JUTHALA

is with profound sorow hal wa announcs ha
|dm ol Sh. Ved Raj Goswami, & eslesmed res-
idenl ol Gandhi Magar, Jammu, on April 29, 2024
The commamoralive TENTH DAY Ceranony is
schedubed for May B 2024, a1 11 0D AR, o be hakd
at 127.A Gandhi Magar. Following this the KRTYA
Jrites wil be conducted on May 9, 2024 al tha
aforemenionsd localion. The UTHALSA obser-
wance g shaled o ke place al 500 PM on May 9
2024, al e Shiv Temple near our residence n

Gandhi Mager. Your presance and conddences
during hesa sombar proceadings would be greal-
Iy apprecialed

Grief Siricken

San & Daughter-in-law

Fakesh Goswami (Fo AEE w00 & Anjadi Goswarmi 1
Dausghters & Son-in-laws Sh. Ved R_a‘l
Sarita & Cd. Bakbir Sharan Goswami

Sawvila & Cd - Shyam Sunder Kaushal

Vandana & Dr. Prem Nath Sharma

achi & Dr Virmder Dubey

Winod Goswarmi & Veena Goswami- Heghew & Dawgh ter-in-law

Parmod Goswarni & Renu Goswami- Nephew B Daugh ber-in-law

Anil Goswami & Nesu Goswarn- Nepbew & D ausgh ber-irn-law

Mrs. Shashi Dogra Sister-indaw

DEEPLY MISSED AND REMEMBERED BY GRAND CHILDREM AND DEAR DNES.
Contet Mo, : TERE0TA54 941918707 4

OBITUARY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AMD SORROW WE REGRET TO
INFORN THE SAD DEMSE OF SH. ROSHAN LAL KOUL
(BHARAHABY S0 LATE SMT PRABHAVATI & LATE SH
PREM MNATH KOLL { ARPAN] OF BUGAN, ELLGAM KASHMIR,
PRESENTLY AT HMO. £72, VINAAEK MAGAR. SECTOR-2,
KEAR K 5 PUBLIC SCHOOL, & VODAFROKE TOWER, MUTHI
JAMMLL, ON DEO5 05 AT MUTH

THE TENTH DAY KRIYA 'WiLL BE WELD AT MLUITHI GHAT,

REAR

DIRECTOR SCHOOL EDUMCATION OFFICE OM 18502
SATLRDAY AT S ALL

S, ROSHAMN LAL KOUL
GRIEF STRICKEN: {BH ATSAHARL)
SUTPaMSY & 5H SUML KOLL S0M B DAUGHTER N LAY (M 10885TT 5

SUIT SHELL A WOUL | JICE WO LATE SH. NEELEANRTH KO -ALNTY

SUT FHOOLA KOLL | FATHE B WIGLATE S5 500N NalH KAl SABRMI (S008I S
SUT SHVAI & B4 L TCE00 -85 TR 4 BROTHER MILAW | T35S

S0l LS A 54 PEARY KIKONIL 55 TER A BROTHER B4 LA | S # 55
SMTRAR & DR ROCP KASHEN BHAT -BROTHER A S5ER M LAY |0BEESSS515
SUT ML H & DR ASHOK KL -BROTHER & SIETER N LAY | 401-437 0105 USa)
ST RAMN B8 54 GRDHAR LA WO BROTHER 4 SIS TER M LAY | TO0S4ET6)
ST BABL1 N A& SH WIAT K ROUL BROTHER & SIETER IN LAy { SNeeie)

SUT MANCY N8 84 PASDE B KO BROTHER & SISTER W LAW | S088000552)
SMTSO0M B 34 M E AT DAUGHTER EF0M N LAWY | 18481253

SUT BEALUTY & S8 VIMAL BHAT DALGHTER & 508 |N LA || B ETaTH

SUT NEELAL S SH VSENT BOLL -508 & DALIGHTIEE B LA {1577 500

SUT WEENSCGHE SHFURNEET ROUL -30H & DAUGHTER TN LAN | BEaFTIEY

SHADMOS/MASWAR

t has been & months since you last held our hands and
braced us. The last & maonths have taught us many
ings, ke reslience and courage, yet they couldn't teach us
o kve life without you. Our lives have spun around since you
ose to leave us. The memonies you left behind will always
eman etched In our hearts.
are the reasons we are still able to process one day at
time amidst the exaudating reality. We aren’t able to fath-
how toredise theloss we had to take and move forward,
cur understanding, it will dways be unfar that we had to
et you go. We pray everyday to Aimighty to bestow you with
ternal peace and bliss. Knowing you, loving you and most
mportantly being a part of your life has been an hanous,
ad. Meedless to express, we miss you dearly papa. Be
ppy wherever you are. We love you always. May the light SH. DA[’K%EUPLKUMAR

FAH KOUL -S0M
CEAND CHLDHEN
WEET. WiYATL NEEY
ML NPT,
SAMAM. SUPRIPA
PRI A

10TH DAY KRIYA

VWil profound griel & somow, we regrel 1o inkonm
he sad damise of our baoved SmiL Rattan Rani
Kachroa Wiac Lale Sh. Soomnath Hachroo
[Zangalpora, Kulgam) on 2-5 2024 preseniy g
residing atBlock C. Flals & 6. TRT Nagrota Camp
10th Dray Kriya will be perforrmed on 11th May
2024 al Magrota Ghal.
Aassembly will ba held al Communily Hall, TRT
Magrota Camp

Ph.MNo.: TOMGEAST AT, 3596545413
GRIEF STRICHEN

Sister-indaw & Brothar

Smi Usha & Sh. Omkamnath Kadhroo
Smil Chunml M & Sh. Shambo Malh Raina
Smil Mancy Koul WioLL Mohal Lal Kol
Ciaug hvier-in-law & Son

Smi Shipa & Sh. Sanjay Kachroo

Sml Sanlosh Shah Wio Late Triloki Math Shah - Daughber & 5on-in-law

=mil Dazy & Sh Anl Hazdan - Daughter & 5omn-in-law

Smil Bubly & Sh. Ramesh Koul - Daughter & Son-in-daw

Smit Shaomu & Sh. Ashish Fana - Grand Dawghter & Grand Son-in- aw

Smi Sheegtal & Sh, Kamlesh Kanodroo - Grand Davghter & Grand Son-in-law
Grand Children: Divish Ko, Akash Rana, Aaman Faina, MNires Kadhroo and

Smt Rattan Rand
Kachroo

Aara v Kachnoo

With profound griefl and somow, We regrét to inform he sad and
untimely demdse of our baoved Smt Kanta Devl W/e Sh Madan
Lal Kundan {Reld H.D PHE/RTIC Deptl Jammu) Rio Vil

Tenth Day will be performed at Khati Palace near Radway
Crossing Viaypur, Thalod on 11-05-2024 (Saturday) 12:00 FM
to 1:00 PM Satsang folowed by Gunu Ka Langar.

GRIEF STRICKEN :

Sh Madan Lal Kundan- Husband

Daughter and Son-in-law

Er. Rubia Kundan and Er Rahwd Attn

Daughter-inlaw and Son

Smt Sonia Angural and Er Rohit Kunvdan

Mr Rithik Kundan- Son

Sister-in-law and Brother-in-law

Smt Anita Thappa and Sh Kuldsep Thappa- Nanand and Nanoya
Smit Kanta Kundan and Sh P L Thappa (CEO)-Nanand and Nanoya
Smit Bishno Devi and Sh Rattan Lal

Smt Shalentia Devt and Sh Bishan Lal

Smt Kamiesh Kuman and Lt Sh Chhatto Ram (Retd CAOQ)

Smit Anita Kundan and Sh Mohan Lal Kundan (Retd XEN PMGSY)
Smit Sunitea Kundan and Er Asholl Kumar Kundan (A E Mech. PHE Jammu)

Nephew & Niece

Er Sushil and Smt Madhu, Sh Sunil Kundan, Sh And Kundan and Smt Mamta,

Er \Vinod Kundan and Smt Rushali, Er Pranav Kundan and Smt Kamind,

Er \ikas Kundan, Dr Shivali, Er Nbn Kundan and Er Ayush

Grand Children

Mas fer Avyaan Altn, Master Abish Kundan, Master Reyansh, Master Aditya, Navya, Inaya
Mob : 9418314443, 9149805178

Smt Kanta Devi
(02-04-1966 to 02-05-2024)

Viath profound gnef & sormow we regret to mform the sad
and unbimely demise of our beloved Jga § Sh. Ram
Krishan Bhat (Baya ji) H'o Smt Veena ji Bhat D/o Late
Prathvi Nath Pandit ongmnally resident of Jummoo
Aishmugam Anantnag Kashmir at present Baskar Vihar,
Opposite Mangia Dew Mandr, Trlokpur Jammu.

Tenth Day Kriya wil be performed on 13th May 2024
(Monday) at Muthi Ghat, Near Directorate of Educalion
Office, Muthi Jammu at 08:30 AM

Deeply Remembered By :-
(Brothers-indaw and Sisters-indaw)

Sh. Jawaharial and Smt Anjley Pandit

Sh. Rattan Lal & SmtBaby Pandit
(Sisters-indaw & Brothers-in-law)

Smt. Phoola ji & Sh. Ramesh Kumar Tickoo
Smt Durap & Sh. Ashok Kumar Sidha

Smt. Chuni g & Lt Sh.Vijay Kumar Tickoo
Smt. Sheela ji & Sh. Kanayalal Pandit
Contact Number 7298802976, 8899375733

KRIYA KARM/ RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief & sarrow we inform the sad
demise of our belowed Late Smt Rano Devi Wio
Lale Sh Angrez Singh Chib Rie H Mo. 13, Sec-3
Pandcka Colony Paloura, Jammu.

Kriya Karm wil be periormed on Sh May 20024
{1 Sunday) at 1200 pm al our resdence

Rasam Pagr wil be pariormed on 10th May 2024
{Friday) at 1204 pm al cur residence

GRIEF STRICKEM :

Sons & Daughters- in-law e

Lale Sh Ramesh Singh Chib & Smi Sandhya Deni Late Smt Rano Devi
Lale Sh Joginder Sngh Chip & Smi Sweshia Dew
Sh Ashok Sgh Chab & Smit Sushma Ranl

Sh Ranpeet Singh Chib & Smil Shivani Chib
Daughters & Sons in law

Smit Kambesh Devi & Sh AptSingh Manhas

Smt Vaishno Devi & Sh Sudnder Singh Charak
Smit Darshana Devi & Sh Lal Singh Manhas

Sl Rama Devi & Sh Sunnder Singh Lan gah

OBITUARY

With profound gnel and somow we regret to inform e sad and
untmely demise of owr beloved Sh Mahara) Krishen Koul Sio LL
Sh R N Kou arignally resident of Sathu Barbar Shah (Nakashpura)
Snagar at present H No. 3 Sectar-4, Pandoka Cdony Paloua
Jammul an 07/0572024 {near Badshah Kalandar Ashram).
TENTH DAY KRIYA wil be performed on 16th May 2024
{Thursday) at Muhi Ghat, near Dectorate of Educabion office
Muthi Jammw at 08:00 AM.

DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY :-

Smt Vijay Koul (Wife)

(Son & Daughter-in-law)

Smt Mosmi Koul and Vikas Koul

(Daughter and Son-in-law)

Smt Neetu Chauhan and Sandeep Chauhan
GRAND CHILDREN: Aashna, Aaransh, Anshita, Anushka
9797533300, 9796824819, 9596844415

Sh. Ram Krishan Bhat
(Baya ji)

Contact Moo
S4191-47339,
STaT606216, OB0E1TIES2

Sh Maharaj Krishen
Koul

TENTH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW. WE
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED
SMT SAMKARD DEVI WD LATE HARMAM SINGH
CHIE RO RAIPUR SATWARI NEAR SHIVA GAS
STORE, JAMMU ON 28.4 2024

TEHTH D&Y WILL BE PERFORMED ON MOMDAY
16 05-2024 AT OUR RESIDEMCE AT 10 AM

RASAM PAGRI WILL BE HELD ON 10.5.2024 AT OUR
RESIDENCE AT 12 NOOMN

GRIEF STRICKEN:

SOMOAUGHTER IN LaW:

SH. BALWAN SINGH CHEMEENA CHE (HVE SLIPDT ORGCY
5H. FABINDER SINGH CHIBEN LAY CHEE

S MARNDER BENGHGCHBASHA RANI(LECTURER)
DAUGHTERS AND SONS [N LAW

SLPREGHTA DEV K LILWANT 51 HGH SAMBYAL
ASHOR KUMARVELIKHVINDER SMGH CHARAK
GRAND SOMSDAUGHTERS N LAW:

NITIN CIEIEP RN AR CHARNYAL

SAHL CHIETSWATI B HAL

SMT SANKARD DEVI

GRAND DAUVGHTERS:
DE'MAS HI CHIB

AMAMIEA RASFUT

GREAT GRAND DALGHTERS:
EP RIHA, RAJPUT. RIGEL CHIB
MOE. NO. 341500550,
SETEFIM T, DSST53554

10TH DAY/RASAM KIRYA/UTHALA

¥YOU WILL UVE IN OUR HEART AND THOUGHTS
Dur deares! Smt Sudershan Gupta Bt for her
heaventy abode on May 01, 2024

10TH DAY will be held on Thursday 09 May, 2024
at our residence House No 202 Lane No 15 Talab
Tilka Jammu From: 1100 AR o 1200 Moon
RASAM KIRYA will be held on Sunday 12 May
2024 af our residence House Mo 202 Lane No 15
Taiab Tiflo Jammau from 1700 AM to 12-00 Moon
UTHALA will be held on Monday 13 May 2024 at
Tali Sahab Guredwara Talab Tilo Jammie from
400 PM o 5:00 PM

IN GRIEF

Om Prakash Gupts- Husband

Dheeral Gupta & Ruchi Mahajan (Son & Daughter-in-law)
9419196325, 94191 42476

SMT SUDERSHAN
GUPTA

CONDOLENCE

On behalf of Office Bearers and Members of the J&K
Offset Printers’ Association, we express our heartfelt
condolences to Sh. Sudesh Gupta Ji of Ambey Printing
Press (Immediate Past President, J&K Offset Printers’
Association, Jammu) on the sad demise of his mother
Smt, Chanchala Devi w/o Lt. Sh. Onkar Nath Gupta
‘We solemnly place our deep sorrow on the sad demise. We
also express our heartfelt condolences to all the members of
the bereaved family. May the Almighty give them the
courage to face this irreparable loss and, may the departed
soul rest in eternal heavenly peace.

With Deep Sorrow :
J&K Offset Printers’ Association (Regd.)

Smt, Chanchala Devi

Respectful homage to
noble & pious soul, SMT.
RITA BHAI CHHIBBER
W/o Bhai Yudhvir Chhib-
ber , R/o #1602, Sector —
22/B, Chandigarh, who left
for heavenly abode on 3rd
May,2024. We will always
miss you.

- e
5y £
V. b
ZuW. |
Rita Bhai Chhibber

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY
: Kanka, Nimi Pandita & Dr. Daleep Pandita.

TENTH DAY KRIYA/
SHANTI PATH

With great sorrow & a heavy heart, we inform| =~ -
the unexpected sad demise of our beloved :
Smt Kundani Dhar (Rani Ji) Wife Of Late|
Shri Brij Lal Dhar, onginally from Krala Khud,
Habakadal, Srinagar, presently at Vikaspuri
residence New Delhi on May 2, 2024.
Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on Friday, [
May 10 at 7:00 am at Murad Nagar Ghat, UP.
Shanti Path and Prayer Meeting in memory|’
of departed soul will be held at Shiv Shakti g
Mandir, Shankar Garden, Vikaspuri Main™

Road Opposite Petrol Pump from 4:30 to 5:30 SMT. KUNDAN' DHAR

(RANI J1)

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Dulari Koul Nagan

Nancy Dhar

Pyar Malla

Dhar's, Nagari's, Gurtoo’s, Malla's, Kher's

R.K.Dhar: +91-8419194515

Ravinder Dhar: +81- 9810066727

Block A, 219, Second Floor, Vikaspuri, Opposite Vikaspuri Police Station

SATSANG

[With profound grief and sorrow we inform
you the sad demise of Sdn. Shanth Kour’
Wio Late S_ Baj Singh R/o Nowpura Jageer
Baramulla.
Ilsn loving memory of Sdn. Shanth Kour

atsang will be held at Gurudwara Digiana
IAshram Jammu on 10.5.2024 Friday from
4PM to 5.30 PM.

RIEF STRICKEN

mt. Kultaran Kour (Daughter)

. Ichpal Singh (Son in law)

. Dara Singh (Son)

mt Tripath Kour (Daughter in law)

mt Ranjeet Kour (Daughter)

. Gunwant Singh (Son In law)

mt Kawal Nain Kour (Daughter)

Jang Bhadur Singh (Son in law)

.Balbir Singh (Son)

mt Dilbeer Kour (Daughter in law)

SHRADHANJALUTENTH DAY

It i with greal sadness and heavy hearts thal ']

SDN. SHANTH KOUR

we announce he passing away of owr
beloved moter Kundani Dhar fondy known
Rani ji in he eary moning hours of May
02/2024 al her Delh residence She was sur.
rounded by family members as shaleflpeace-
ully for haavenly abode, She was & woran af
greal perseverance, courage and ments
sirengih who had sean and axpanianced all in 4
his blztme, s
A caring and loving mother, Dolfing grand
mother and who §ved a Rliling happy ke, =
leaving behnd beautfu memones in our
hearks that will coninee o guide and i =nspue
us. Naman o a greal pious soull . P
Tenth Day shall be peflormed on 1D1h!¢'|ayal -
BAM al Murad Nagar Ghal Utar Pradesh - -
Remembarad Foraver by: Kundani Dhar
Daughter-in-Law & Sons:

Smi Serla & Sh. R K. Dhar

Smil Sunila & Sh. Ravinder Dhar

Grand Daughterdindaw & Grand Sofs:

Smit Shivani & Sh. Deepak Dhar

Sh. Anuj Dihar

&n. Athigyan Char

Great Grand Kids : Masier Aaray Dhar, Miss Aanane Dhar
Ravinder Dhar: +31-88100667 .27 RK. Dhar: #81-9419194515

TENTH DAY

ith profound grief and sorrow, we

S
{(=]
=
@
—y
g
=
[=]
g
3
B
(0]
w
1]
[= %
[=8
@
-
w
@
o
=

/o Sh.Tej Bahadur Koul A/P 602,
Gayatri Appartments, Sector 45
Faridabad Haryana, who left for
heavenly abode on 05.05.2024.
Tenth Day will be performed a
Muradnagar (UP) on Tuesday, May Smt. Girja Dhar
14 at 10.00 am.

rief Stricken

h.Tej Bahadur Koul (Husband) 9871041222
4871062466
Pratigya Bhan & Neeraj Bhan (Daughter & Son in law)
Puja Arora & Amit Arora (Daughter & Son in law)
Rishon, Saisha,Smera (Grand Children)

auls, Dhars, Khashus, Walis, Khers, Razdans

TENTH DAY KRIYA

with profound griefl and sorrow we
regrat to inform untimely sad demise
of our beloved Karamyogi $MT.
MOHINI DHAR wfo Lt. Makhan Lal

Dhar original resident of Syed Al
Akbar, Raghunath Mandir, Srinagar
presently at H.No. 353 Sector 3,
Gangyal Garden, Near St. Paul Corwent
High School

TEMTH DAY KRIYA shall be performed
on 15th May 2024 (Wednesday) at
Muthi Ghat near Directorate of School
Education, Jarmmuw

Grief Stricken

Sant. Santosh & Sh, OUN. Dhar (Devar & Dewani)

Smit. Kalpana & Sh. R. K Dhar [Devar & Devrani)

Smit. Geeta & Sh. Ramesh Pandita (Daughter & Son-in-law)
Serit. Reeta & Sh. Rajinder Mahaldar [Daughter & Son-in-law)
Smit. Anju Kaloo [Daughter)

Mob : 3145470679, 3419243445, BE25036833

ARAMYDG
SMT. MOHINI DHAR

{Hotel Asia Shripati Kalra) S/ Lake Sh Waryam
Dass Rfe 796 Nangk Mager Jammu who lefl for
heavenly abode on 2Eih April 2024 (Sunday)

‘Wriya" on 0B-05 2'12-! (Wednesday) al our resi- B %
dence al 12.00 Meon B
‘UTHALA' (Rasam Pagd) on 10-05-2024 (Friday) s
al Lakshmi Narayan Mandr Gandhi Nagar Jarmm ;
fram 3 040 PM 1o 400 PM . t <
GRIEF STRICKEN Sh El:l'll.l'l Lll 5hlr.|'l'll
Smt Man Sharma (Wit) Founder Hotl Asis Shripat,
(Brother B Sisierdn-Low) Katrs

Sh C L Shanvea & Senl Aresdha Shama

Smi Sankeh £ Sn Hamg (Sisier & Brotherdn-lnw)

Rl D Shianma & Pooga Shasma {5 on & D aughber-in<daw)

Rghan Shama (Son)

Pard Shasna & Raan Shama (Daughter & Sonein-daw)

Payal Sharira & Kunal Khapra [Daughtesr & 5on-in-law)

Rkl Sharma & Or Privanes Jearval (Nephaw & Daughlerin-law)

Palas Shamss § Sondm Sharmd (Mece & Son-bndaw]

Pl Sharva & Sad Mahaan Niece & Sondndaw)
Vadanya, Ryan, Vedarth, Ridbaan, Aavya (Grand Children)

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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VRS employees of RTG demands

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Volun-
tarily retired employees
of J&K Road Transport
Corporation held protest
against the Management
of J&K Road Transport
Corporation and Finance
Department for not releas-
ing the pending dues of the
VRS given/ retired employ-
ees here on Wednesday.

These employees of the
JKRTC under the leader-
ship of Dev Raj Bali held
protest.

They demanded release
of their arrears worth Rs
66.24 crores of the JKRTC
employees from Jammu
region.

They alleged that J&K
Government has not
paid COLA and 6th Pay
Commission arrears of

the VRS/GHS and other
retired employees of the
JKRTC. They claimed that
Central Government said
to have paid the amount
to them including payment
of the arrears of the more

il

than 700 employees. Their
total DA/COLA amount
comes out to around Rs
66.24 crores in Jammu
region.

VRS Union President
Dev Raj Bali, accused a

SCS Govt Degree College Mendhar
commemorates World Red Cross Day

Top News Report

MENDHAR, May 8: The
Red Cross unit in collab-
oration with the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC) of SCS Govern-
ment Degree College
Mendhar, came together
in celebration of World
Red Cross Day.

Held under the patron-
age of Dr. Mohammed
Azam, the Principal of
the college, this event
showcased the collective
commitment of the col-
lege community towards
humanitarian causes.
The program commenced
with an inaugural address
by Prof. Inam Ul Haq, the
Nodal Officer of the Red
Cross Unit at the college.

Prof. Inam Ul Haq’s key-
note address eloquently
illuminated the origins
and mission of the Red
Cross, defining it as a
quintessential reflection
of humanity. He reminded
the audience that World
Red Cross Day honors
the birth anniversary of
Henry Dunant, the vision-
ary founder of the Inter-
national Committee of the

Water scarcity, erratic power supply hits

—
—

Red Cross.

Dr. Gowhar Ahmad
Shapoo, Lecturer in the
Botany Department,
shared inspiring success
stories of the Red Cross,
emphasizing its profound
contributions to human-
ity. He underscored the
pivotal role of the Red
Cross in providing crucial
aid during times of crisis.

Dr. Mohd Riaz , Assis-
tant Professor in the Urdu
Department, emphasized
the imperative of active
participation in Red Cross
activities. Dr. Basharat
Ahmed Shaheen, from
the Department of Arabic,
delivered a compelling
speech on the essence
of humanity and the Red
Cross’s pivotal role in nur-
turing it.

The program also fea-
tured poignant speeches
by several students, who
passionately shared their
experiences and per-
spectives on the invalu-
able work of the Red
Cross.

Among the esteemed
faculty members pres-
ent were Prof. Mohd Rafi
from the Department of

Political Science, Dr. Ibra-
him Mir from the Depart-
ment of Physical Educa-
tion, Prof. Mohd Qasim
Mir from the Department
of Geography, Dr. Liagat
Ali from the Department
of English and Mohm-
mad Abass Rather from
the Department of Physi-
cal Education and Avneet
Kour from Department of
Zoology.

The event was also
attended by a large
number of students,
demonstrating their deep
interest and support for
humanitarian causes.
Appreciation cum partici-
pation certificates were
also distributed among
student participants.

Prof. Inam Ul Haq, the
Nodal Officer of the Red
Cross Unit, extended sin-
cere gratitude to all par-
ticipants for their active
involvement in the com-
memoration of World Red
Cross Day. He reiterated
the college’s unwavering
commitment to nurturing
a culture of humanitar-
ian service and social
responsibility among its
students and faculty.

Jammu region amid scorchlng heat: Kesri

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Amid
the scorching heat, resi-
dents of various parts
of Jammu are experi-
encing an acute short-
age of drinking water.
This was stated by Shiv
Sena Hindustan J&K
President Pt Rajesh
Kesri while addressing
media persons during
a press conference in
Jammu today. Address-
ing media persons, Kesri
accused the authorities
concerned of being indif-
ferent to their problems
amid scorching heat. He
said government had
claimed that they would
ensure proper electric-
ity and drinking water
supply during summer
but it is just beginning
and already there are
crisis of water and power
supply. No one is con-
cerned to provide relief to
people amid the scorch-
ing heat,” he said. Like
every year, this year too
people are facing short-
age of water, especially

in areas like Janipur,
Indira Colony, Muthi
Sainik Colony, Bathinda,
Narwal, Greater Kailash,
Satwari, where there is
shortage of water and
electricity. Big cuts are
also taking place when
water comes, electric-
ity gets switched off due
to which people are not
able to store water, added
Kesri.Kesri demanded
government that the way
the government offers
tankers in these areas
every summer, water
should be provided to
these people through
tankers so that their
daily water needs can be
fulfilled and people can
get some relief because

people need a lot of water
in summers.

They need water to
drink, cooking, wash-
ing and bathing .These
are the basic needs of
every human being and
it is the responsibility of
the government to fulfill
them. This is why the
government is elected by
the people so that it can
provide some facility to
the people and give some
relief to the people, but on
the contrary, as soon as
the summer starts, there
is a shortage of water in
the city. The government
should pay proper atten-
tion to this so that people
can have immediate
relief, added Kesri.

committee constituted to
resolve the issue of pro-
viding misleading informa-
tion to the Board of Direc-
tors and the government.
Bali claims that bills for
their pending dues have

already been prepared
and sent to the Civil Sec-
retariat but are not being
processed. He urged the
Chief Secretary to address
their pending dues (COLA,
6th Pay Commission, DA
arrears) in a meeting on
May 10th.

Bali said that most of
them are senior citizens
and struggling for their
hard earned money for the
last 12 years and more-
over, their 75 members
have expired during their
struggle and they could
not get good treatment
due to their bad economic
condition. The JKUT
authorities have failed to
pay their arrears. The offi-
cers in J&K Administration
are only harassing them
and adopting delaying tac-
tics, Bali alleged.

Show way out to traitors
of country in Lok Sabha
elections: Chandel

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Raju
Chandel, a senior leader
of the BJP, character-
ized certain individuals
as “traitors” of the coun-
try. These individuals
are accused of betray-
ing India’s interests by
allegedly colluding with
foreign powers, specifi-
cally Pakistan and China,
he said.

Chandel suggested
that these “traitors” are
contesting elections with
support from Pakistan
and China, implying that
they are funded or influ-
enced by these coun-
tries.

This accusation is seri-
ous, as it suggests a
threat to national security
and sovereignty.

Chandel accused these
individuals of seeking to
divide India along reli-
gious lines.

He claimed that they
talk about breaking the
country into pieces and
making it an Islamic
nation. This rhetoric is
likely intended to stoke
fears and mobilize sup-
port against the accused
candidates.

Chandel emphasized
the need for national
unity and condemns any
attempts to undermine it.
He appealed to the sacri-
fices of India’s ancestors
in achieving indepen-
dence and warns against
jeopardizing their legacy.

Despite his concerns,
Chandel expressed con-
fidence in the discern-

ment of the Indian elec-
torate. He believed that
the people have recog-
nized the alleged actions
of these candidates and
are determined to reject
them in the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections.

Chandel praised the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
attributing India’s emer-
gence as a global leader
to his governance. This
serves the dual purpose
of highlighting Modi’s
achievements and con-
trasting them with the
alleged actions of the
accused candidates, he
said.

Chandel envisioned
a future where India
remains united and
strong under Modi’s lead-
ership. This vision is pre-
sented as a counterpoint
to the alleged divisive
actions of the accused
candidates.

Chandel’s statement
reflects a mix of political
rhetoric, nationalist senti-
ment, and partisan mes-
saging commonly seenin
election campaigns.

It portrays the BJP as
the guardian of India’s
unity and accuses its
opponents of being
unpatriotic and divisive.

Heritageans shine at
Badminton Tournament

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Heri-
tage students show-
cased exceptional talent
and sportsmanship
at the prestigious Pt.
D.D. Magotra Memo-
rial Jammu Open Sub-
Junior Badminton Tour-
nament, held at M.A
Stadium from May 4 to
6, 2024.

The students partici-
pated across various
categories and emerged
with impressive victories,
bringing laurels to the
school.

Kanishk Mall of 8th B,
demonstrated outstand-
ing prowess by clinch-
ing multiple victories.
He is the Winner of U/15
Singles, Winner of U/15
and Runners-up in U17
Doubles.

Param Raina, of 10th
A, displayed remarkable
skill and determination
securing victory in U/17
Doubles( Winner).

Shreya Gupta of 11D
and Rishit Kumar of 8thB,

exhibited commendable
performance achieving
Runners-up position in
U 17/Doubles and U/13
Doubles respectively.4.
Aarav Mall of 4th B dis-
played promising talent
by securing Runners-up
position in U/11 Singles
and U/13 Doubles.

In addition to the above
medal winners, other
Heritageans who were
awarded Consolation
Prizes for their notable
efforts are: Dheeraj (6th
E), Sarvagya (6th A),
Aviraj (6th E), Kavish
(6th F), Adhwik (5th B)
and Aditya Choudhary
(5th E).

The achievements of
all these students reflect
Heritage School’'s com-
mitment to nurturing
talent and promoting
sportsmanship among
its students. The school
congratulates all partici-
pants for their remark-
able performance and
wishes them good luck
for their future endeav-
ours.

Two-Day training on Mental Health
for Medical Officers held in Leh

Top News Report

LEH, May 8: The two-
day hybrid-mode train-
ing for Medical Officers
of Leh district under the
National Mental Health
Programme (NMHP) con-
cluded yesterday at the
Conference Hall, CMO
Office Leh.

The Chief Medical
Officer of Leh, Dr. Diskit
Dolma, along with State
Immunization Officer,
Ladakh, Igbal Ahmad,
addressed that the train-
ing aimed to equip medi-
cal officers with essential
knowledge and skills in
addressing mental health
concerns in the region.

The training featured
insightful sessions by
esteemed professionals,
including Psychiatrist &
Drug De-Addiction Spe-
cialist, Dr. Tashi Tundup,
who shed light on sub-
stance use disorders,

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: One
day awareness pro-
gramme was held at NCC
camp Nagrota, which
was organized by Civil
Defence, Jammu under
the supervision of Dy.
Controller Civil Defence
Jammu. Awareness
about the basic knowl-
edge of First Aid, Fire
fighting especially as per
the advisory from NDMA
for heat wave 2024, the
NCC Cadets were make
aware about heat wave

outlining various sub-
stances and their harm-
ful effects, along with
preventive measures.

MD Psychiatrist, Dr.
Samina Batool, deliv-
ered a comprehensive
presentation on Mental
Health Disorders, cover-
ing topics such as clas-
sification, causes, and
identification of common
mental disorders. Dr.
Batool emphasized the
importance of mental
health first aid and pro-
vided practical guidance
on approaching patients
with psychiatric illness,
including detailed histo-
ry-taking and prescription
writing.

On the second day of
the training, Dr. Samina
provided an in-depth
guide on effectively
approaching patients with
psychiatric illnesses. She
stressed the importance
of thorough history-tak-

risk and reduction.

They were also made
aware of all possible
ways to avoid heatstroke
during summer season.
The main aim of the
awareness programme
was to educate students
with regard to preventive
measures during summer
season.

The programme was
organized in the prem-
ises of the NCC Camp,
Nagrota where 300 NCC
cadets of 1st Girls Bn.
have participated. Col.
S.P Tiwari Comman-

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

ing, conducting a mental
status examination, and
crafting precise prescrip-
tions. Additionally, she
imparted comprehensive
knowledge on psychotro-
pic medications acces-
sible at PHCs and CHCs.

Dr. Samina Batool pro-
posing the establishment
of a WhatsApp group
comprising medical offi-
cers and psychiatrists to
facilitate ongoing support
and discussion on perti-
nent issues faced in the
periphery.

Psychologist, Mariyah
Samreen, offered valu-
able insights into Stress
Management, highlight-
ing the impact of stress
on individuals and effec-
tive strategies for stress
reduction. From mindful-
ness to healthy lifestyle
choices, the session pro-
vided a holistic approach
to managing stress effec-
tively.

~ Awareness Programme organized
by Civil Defence Jammu

dant 1st Girls NCC Bn.
appreciated the role of
Civil Defence organiza-
tion and thanked the Civil
Defence team for orga-
nizing such important
awareness-cum-demon-
stration programme.

Paramjit Kumar, Chief
Warden Civil Defence,
Jammu R. Vijay Mago-
tra, Dy. Chief Warden
Civil Defence, Jammu
S.M Anil Kumar S.M.
Duvesh Kumar and other
staff of the NCC Camp,
Nagrota were present on
the occasion.

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER JAL SHAKTI DEPARTMENT

PHE MECHANICAL DIVISION SOUTH JAMMU

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT PHEJIMSI03 of 2024-25 Dated 04-05-2024

Executive Enginger PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu, on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of

Jammu & Kashmir, invites tenders by e-tendering mode from registered/ reputed fims.

Name of the Work Name of the Cost of Tender Earnest Money Deposit | Validity of
Division Document/Tender (EMD) Rates
Fee(In Rs)
1 2 3 4 5
Replacement of | PHE Mech. Rs. 200.00 @ 2% of estimated cost/ | Bid shall be
components to LT control |  Division South | (Non-Refundable) In the shape of | tender value Inthe shape | valid for 180

panel of Tubewell no 6 Jammu
Boria and Gorkha Nagar
for 50 HP HC motor
installed at CPS Boria

e-challan/single window challan
of JMC pledged to Executive
Engineer, Jal Shakti Mech.

Division South Jammu/tender fee

receipt through online payment

through the JMC link
ttp:/fwwwjmcjammu.orgfonline-
payment himl

of CDRIFDR pledged to days
Executive Engineer, Jal
Shakti PHE Mechanical
Division South Jammu

—

Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http:/jktenders.gov.in from

06-05-2024 (10:00 AM) and uploaded from 07-05-2024 (10:00 AM) to 13-05-2024 (1:00 PM). The complete bidding
process will be online http:/jktenders.gov.in.

L

Bids must be accompanied by EMD and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 3 & 4 of the table.
The bid shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from the date of apening of bids. If any bidder/ tenderer

withdraws his bid/ tender before the said period or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the
tenderer shall be debarred from participating in tendering process for a period of 1 year.

e

The Technical Bids of the tender document received shall be opened online in the office of Executive Engineer Jal

Shakti Department PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu on 14-05-2024 at 3:00 P.M or any other day convenient to
the Ex. Engineer in the Office chambers of Executive Engineer, PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu.

K,

The Financial Bids of the tender document of the qualified bidders shall also be opened onling in the office of the

Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Department PHE Mechanical Division South Jammu during office hours and shall be

communicated separately.

=2

hito://www.jmcjammu.org/onling-payment himl

o

Cost of bidding document in shape of e-challan/single window challan of JMC pledged to Executive Engineer, Jal Shak

Mech. Division South Jammuftender fee receipt through online payment through the JMC link

The original instruments in respect of cost of document, EMD in the shape of CDRIFDR and other relevant document of

L1 bidder will be required to be submitted to the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Mech. Division South Jammu within 05
days after opening of financial bids on line. No separate intimation about opening of financial bids will be sent by this
office / by the tender opening authority. In case the original documents are not submitted by the L1 bidder within 05 days
after opening of financial bid, the tender will be cancelled and the bidder will not be allowed to participate in any further /
future tendering process in the division for a period of one year.

8

No: PHEJIMS/380-94
Dated:-04-05-2024

Other details can be seen inside the detailed tender document.

’1

DIPIJ-362/24 Sub o

34

Executlve Englneer

Jal Shakti Depart nt
PHE Mech. Divisio

Jammu
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Will climate change trigeger social unrest, future wars?
EDITORIAL 8 oS

THALASSEMIA
RESEARCH

orld Thalassemia Day is an

occasion of both reflection

and action, highlighting
the global effort to raise awareness about
thalassemia and its impact on individuals
and communities worldwide. As we mark
this significant day in 2024, it’s essential
to acknowledge the progress made in the
field of thalassemia research, treatment,
and support, while also recognizing the
challenges that remain.

First and foremost, World Thalassemia
Day serves as a platform to educate people
about thalassemia, a genetic blood disor-
der that affects hemoglobin production.
Through increased awareness and under-
standing, we can combat misconceptions
and stigma surrounding the condition,
fostering empathy and support for indi-
viduals living with thalassemia and their
families.

In recent years, advancements in medi-
cal research and technology have led to
improved diagnosis and treatment options
for thalassemia patients. From blood
transfusions and iron chelation therapy
to bone marrow transplants and gene
therapy, there are now more avenues avail-
able to manage thalassemia and improve
patients’ quality of life. However, access to
these treatments remains uneven across
different regions and socioeconomic back-
grounds, highlighting the need for greater
equity in healthcare systems worldwide.

On World Thalassemia Day 2024, it’s cru-
cial to advocate for increased access to
affordable and comprehensive healthcare
services for all individuals affected by thal-
assemia. This includes not only medical
interventions but also psychosocial sup-
port and counseling to help patients and
their families navigate the emotional and
practical challenges associated with the
condition.

Furthermore, raising awareness about
the importance of genetic counseling and
screening is paramount in preventing
the transmission of thalassemia to future
generations. By empowering individuals
to make informed choices about family
planning and reproductive health, we can
reduce the prevalence of thalassemia and
its associated burden on individuals, fami-
lies, and healthcare systems.

In addition to medical and public health
interventions, World Thalassemia Day is
an opportunity to celebrate the resilience
and strength of thalassemia patients and
their families. Despite facing significant
challenges, many individuals living with
thalassemia lead fulfilling lives, pursuing
their dreams, and making valuable con-
tributions to their communities. Their
stories inspire us to continue our efforts
to improve thalassemia care and support
worldwide.

As we commemorate World Thalassemia
Day 2024, let us reaffirm our commitment
to ensuring that every individual affected
by thalassemia receives the care, sup-
port, and respect they deserve. Whether
through advocacy, fundraising, or simply
spreading awareness, each of us has a
role to play in building a more inclusive
and compassionate world for thalassemia
patients and their families.

In conclusion, World Thalassemia Day is
not only a day of remembrance and soli-
darity but also a call to action. Together,
let us work towards a future where thal-
assemia is no longer a barrier to health,
happiness, and opportunity for individuals
and communities worldwide.

By; Abhi]’it a materialistic world, which if the world gasps for fresh thousands and often destroy-
Bhattacharyya cannot distinguish between the air, or the thirsty die without ing environment and climate
forever.

hether you call it a
Wfad or a more seri-
ous changemaker,

from the high table of diplo-
macy to the ordinary citizen’s
dining table, “climate change”
is today’s real buzzword. One
doesn’t need to be a scientif-
ic or technological expert to
understand the obvious: that
climate change is an engulfing
conflagration which must be
controlled and tackled through
a consensus and with collec-
tive wisdom. Across the world,
severe “climate change” symp-
toms are creating scary scenar-
i0s.

Military Balance 2022 (Inter-
national Institute for Strategic
Studies, London) put across the
issue crisply: “First-order phys-
ical effects of changing climate
include storms, floods, heat-
waves and droughts. Second-
order effects include degrada-
tion of water supplies, reduced
agriculture productivity and
damage to infrastructure and
disruption to energy genera-
tions, with all these having
potential consequences for
economics, employment”. All
these, the receding glacier line,
reduced ground water level,
deforestation, rising sea levels,
tsunami, tornado, migration,
flood, and forced displacement
are creating formidable chal-
lenges to governance, which
will make mass social unrest
inevitable.

No doubt the 194 members of
the United Nations are relent-
lessly pursuing it in various
international platforms as
treaties are signed, promises
made, lofty ideas floated to
the delight and appreciation of
politicians and diplomats, yet
virtually nothing so far appears
workable. On the contrary,
regressive actions are ruth-
lessly revived by the human
hunger for cash and commerce,
culminating in multi-dimen-
sional conflict and combat. To
them, talking climate change
is a good topic for optics at the
UN, but not implementable in

lure for dollars and the plebe-
ian’s right to live.

Simple and basic questions,
therefore, need to be addressed
to get into “climate change”
and chalk out an imple-
mentable action plan to ensure
that things don’t go out of con-
trol to inflict wholesale disas-
ter, which would threaten the
survival of the human race.

What are the main reasons
for this fiery situation? Who
are responsible, and what can
be a way out? Is it impossible
to ensure a stable climate, air
purity, water and soil preserva-
tion, preventing degradation
by mankind?

No doubt, the leaders of vari-
ous nations do realise the threat
as efforts are on for a consensus
at the UN. While setting goals
at the 2015 Paris Agreement on
climate change, it was gloom-
ily estimated that “up to 14 per
cent of land species face a very
high risk of extinction”. The
reasons for this grim realisation
could be pointed to innumer-
able sources of origin, attribut-
able to unbridled human greed
to “control” the trajectory of
science and tech advancement.
From the North and South
Poles to the Himalayas, the
oceans to teeming megalopolis-
es, the fertile arable land of var-
ious continents to the Amazon
basin, and South Asia’s natu-
ral forestry inhabited by tigers,
lions and rhinos, nothing has
been spared under the guise
of “development projects” of
nation states by plundering
monopolists or other mer-
chants who can dictate terms
to any small, medium or even
large nation in need of state-
of-the-art technology. They
often offer astronomical finan-
cial benefits to the rich elites
of various nations to sweeten
the deal.

The most harmful of all actors
responsible for killing the cli-
mate/atmosphere system
today, however, are the prof-
it-seeking mega arms corpo-
rations, which have little or
no concern whatsoever even

potable water or agricultural
land for global food security
is bombed out to permanent
sterility. Along with arms mer-
chants selling everything from
machine-guns to warplanes,
these shark-like predators
whose commercial interests
from environmentally harmful
mining to manufacturing show
little concern for resource-rich
but poor Third World coun-
tries who often emerge as
“basket cases”, depending on
alms and loans which turn into
non-returnable debt, leading to
their loss of sovereignty. Their
outlook of “only money mat-
ters” overrides the survival
interests of ordinary people
facing the adverse effects of
climate change.

Slowly, however, some kind
of realisation is beginning to
dawn about the harmful effects
caused. The armed forces of
some advanced nations are
thinking of how to reduce the
carbon emissions from combat
hardware to achieve sustain-
able and achievable goals. But
for now, these still seem to be
a mirage.

In today’s world, there are
two broad ways to multilat-
eral diplomacy: first, through
46 “arms control and disarma-
ment agreements”, and second,
through 74 “international
security co-operation bodies”,
which include the United
Nations, NATO, the European
Union and the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation.

All these have effectively
entangled the entire world.
But one can also understand
how varied and bizarre these
binding systems can be from
the bewildering variety of titles
given to them, creating the
impression of a global exercise
in futility, making every diplo-
matic act appear artificial. All
these agreements and alliances
end up looking useless as they
cannot contain or control the
bilateral or multilateral arms
trade between nation states,
some of which are making
astronomical profits by killing

Just consider two major con-
flicts of our times. First, the
ongoing intra-Slav Russia-
Ukraine race war, over two
years old, in which more than
50 nations have now got entan-
gled, killing the environment,
contaminating water, destroy-
ing fertile land, murdering
humans and injecting poison
in air. What is the future of
Europe, the cradle of recurring,
prolonged mayhem since the
days of the Roman Empire?

Second, the Levant’s religious
war of hatred between Muslims
and Jews also spells disaster for
both climate and human race.
Starvation, famine, poisonous
air, water and soil degradation
will surely inflict generational
damage to future children of
congenital mental disability
and incurable physical defor-
mity.

Who should then bell the
cat of catastrophe? Why is
the entire Christian West, the
advanced Jewish state and the
Organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration not trying to stop the
potential Armageddon for the
sake of “climate change”, on
which the politicians and dip-
lomats of all countries talk long
but act short? No wonder the
types and numbers of bilat-
eral, trilateral and multilateral
“agreements” between nations
have names which would be
a true reflection of the indif-
ference to, and collective fail-
ure of, the League of Nations
between the two world wars
and now the lame duck United
Nations.

Frankly speaking, “climate
change” will continue to
degrade human life and help
depraved political leaders, dip-
lomats and others to lead us to
inevitable doom. Most ambi-
tious plans about tackling the
warming planet are a joke: all
talk and no action. The world’s
arms bazaar rules the roost
and overrides all other factors.
The West's “military industri-
al complex” is on the march,
and any reversing of climate
change is its first casualty.

Harmonises with the fundamental tenets of self-leadership
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By: Vijay GarG

s work dynamics evolve
towards multi-location,
knowledge-driven auton-
omy, employees’ proactive task
management is essential
While some suggest that work
from home (WFH) offers greater
autonomy, leading to increased
family time and reduced commut-
ing, others argue that it blurs the
boundaries between work and
home, potentially diminishing pro-
ductivity. The co-location of work
and home during WFH blurs the
traditional separation between the
workplace and the family domain.
This integration can exacerbate
conflicts between work and home

responsibilities, resulting in height-
ened levels of job dissatisfaction,
anxiety and disengagement from
work.

As individuals possess finite per-
sonal resources such as energy and
attention, focusing on one role often
depletes resources for another. For
instance, individuals working from
home full-time may frequently
transition between work respon-
sibilities and home duties, such as
pausing work to attend to childcare
or household tasks. These transi-
tions can further strain individuals’
capacity to effectively manage both
work and personal responsibilities.

Boundary theory has become
increasingly relevant in the con-
text of WFH. Expanding upon this
theory, it is observed that employ-
ees are more likely to transition
between different roles on days
when they are telecommuting
compared to when they are physi-
cally present in the office. When
employees work from home, both
their work and home roles converge
within the same physical space, cre-
ating a unique dynamic.

According to boundary theory,
the nature of these role transitions
can significantly impact conflicts
between work and home domains.
Certain types of role transitions
may facilitate the blending of

work and home responsibilities.
For example, interrupting work to
attend to familial duties, such as
picking up children from school,
can lead to conflicts arising from the
home encroaching upon work time
(home-work conflict). Subsequent-
ly, resuming work after attending
to such responsibilities may trig-
ger conflicts stemming from work
encroaching upon home life (work-
home conflict).

Organisations play a pivotal role
in supporting employees by offer-
ing flexibility, particularly on days
when they work from home, there-
by assisting them in managing con-
flicts that arise when their work and
home roles intersect. However, rely-
ing solely on organisational sup-
port may not offer a comprehensive
solution.

The concept of self-leadership
becomes invaluable during periods
when employees face challenges
arising from the blurred boundar-
ies between work and home, par-
ticularly on remote workdays. The
considerable expansion of remote
and hybrid work in the aftermath
of the pandemic underscores the
importance for employees to pro-
actively manage their responsibili-
ties. Although remote work was
not unprecedented, its widespread
adoption during and following the

pandemic has been unmistakable.
Evidence suggests that diverse
remote work arrangements, encom-
passing hybrid models and full-
time remote setups, are poised to
remain prominent in the future of
work.

While remote work has revealed
advantages such as increased
flexibility and job satisfaction, its
implementation has also presented
new hurdles. These include dimin-
ished managerial support, which
can dampen professional creativ-
ity, hinder the willingness to share
new ideas and diminish confidence.

The complexities of remote work,
ranging from varying locations
and home working conditions to
frequent interruptions and dimin-
ished focus, emphasise the impor-
tance of self-leadership in today’s
professional realm.

Moreover, in the remote work
setting, there is a heightened need
for adaptability and the ability to
navigate challenges independently,
which harmonises with the funda-
mental tenets of self-leadership.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)
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Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: ‘World
Red Cross Day’ is also
known as Red Crescent
Day. It is celebrated
on May 8 every year to
marks the birth anniver-
sary of Henry Dunant,
who is the founder of the
International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC).
He is also a recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize.

With an objective to
educate students to pro-
tect life, health and to
ensure respect for every
human being, the Red
Ribbon Club in collabora-
tion with IQAC of GDC R.
S. Pura celebrated World
Red Cross Day by organ-
ising a First Aid Activity
to save lives under the
patronage of Prof. (Dr.)
Rajni Bhagat, Principal of
the college and guidance
of Prof Neelam Kumairi,

Convener RRC.

During this activity,
students were apprised
about the Do’s and Don’ts
in situations like injuries,
bee stings, fire accidents
and electric shock. They
learnt about the impor-
tance of administering
first aid immediately by

o,

using the material in First
Aid Box like Cotton, Band
Aid, Antiseptic Liquid,
Medicines etc.

The students of the col-
lege were shown a PPT
to create awareness
about the seven Prin-
ciples and history of Red
Cross Day.
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As youth are the future
of our country, it's our
responsibility to enrich
their mind with beautiful
experiences and promote
the sense of safety. It
was a lively fulfilling
activity.

The College Principal
Prof. (Dr.) Rajni Bhagat

reiterated the importance
of First Aid which pro-
motes the sense of safety
and security among stu-
dents.

She emphasised that
students with good
knowledge of First Aid
are likely to be more
alert and active. In the
end, a tribute was paid to
the volunteers who sup-
port millions of people in
times of conflict, natural
disaster and crisis.

The day was dedi-
cated to the people who
suffer from the shortage
of food, natural calami-
ties and war. The event
was coordinated by Dr.
Sunil Kumar Mangoch,
Member, RRC.

The faculty members
who’s cooperation make
the event successful
were Prof. Priya Darshni,
Dr. Rakesh Choudhary,
and Zenab Ara Khan.

Shradhanjali Samaroh organised

to pay tributes to Rano Devi

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: A Shradhanjali Sama-
roh was organised in Municipal Commu-
nity Facility Hall at Krishna Nagar here
on Tuesday, wherein a large number of
people from social and political fields paid
tributes to Rano Devi, the most respected

lady.

While paying tribute, the religious teach-
er said, our whole life is nothing but a
school; one huge life long school. We take
many courses. Some are easy, and some
are very tough. Our human bodies are
special hosts that we merge with, in order
to experience existence in this physical
world. Every class we take in this school
is customized for each and every one of
us. Our ultimate goals are to elevate our
souls to higher spiritual levels.

Basically, the higher you go, the more
satisfaction you have, and the happier
you become. The real you and | are the
souls, not our human hosts. We souls
are immortal, and cannot die. When our
human hosts die, we just slip back to our
real homes in the afterlife. We stay there

y AR, BTAT :
for varied periods of R&R, learning new
things, and preparing for our next life, usu-
ally on earth.

Among others who paid tributes to Ex
Corporator Jeet Angral, Ex Corpora-
tor Sham Bassan, Ex Corporator Balbir
Kumar, R.K Kalsotra, R.L Kaith, Sur-
jeet Heer, Tarsem Lal, Pawan Kumar,
Chaman Lal, Sat Paul Surinder Kumar
and Ram Lal.
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Army organises medical patrol for
Gujjar & Bakarwals at Dera Ki Gali

Top News Report

RAJOURI, May 8: Army
carried out outreach
medical drive to provide
medical assistance to
the Gujjar and Bakkarw-
als community living in
remote villages of Der Ki
Gali (DKG), Rajouri dis-
trict to provide healthcare
and advisories to their
doorsteps.

Through the mobile
camp and patrol, Indian
Army has addressed
their healthcare needs
with compassion prior
to their routine nomadic
migration to valley.

The Gujjar and Bak-
karwals, owing to their
migratory lifestyle often
face healthcare issues
ranging from infectious
disease to maternal com-
plications, exacerbated
by factors such as pov-
erty, illiteracy and geo-

graphic isolation. Medical
representatives of Indian

P ”
Army provided medical
facilities to the villages.

TDF hails crusade against
corruption by DC Doda

Top News Report

DODA, May 8: Thathri
Development Front (TDF)
District Doda Kuldeep
Kumar Rao, along with
its executive Members,
in a press release issued
here, have strongly hailed
termination of two GRS
(Gram Rozgar Sahayak)
of Rural Development
Department, posted in
Jakyas Block of District
Doda for their corrupt and
unethical practices during
the discharge of their
legitimate & lawful duties
on multiple occasions.

The Members of the
Front further termed the
action of DC Doda-Mr.
Harvinder Singh I[AS
as most spectacular as
a bold step to curb the
menace of corruption
in Rural Development
Department.

The Members farther
demanded that job cards
in the entire District may

be scrutinized so that
only deserving and most
poor persons can get the
benefit of the scheme.

The Members urged
upon all the concerned
to eulogize so that huge
mess of corruption in all
blocks gets a blow to
cleanse the corrupt prac-
tices at the cost of poor
and deserving people.

They further said that
Rural agency in respect
of developmental activi-
ties have got a very
bad name and is being
termed as den of corrup-
tion particularly when so
called popular govern-
ment is not in place. The
bold action of DC Doda
Harvinder Singh need be
hailed by the government
and all Deputy Commis-
sioners may be encour-
aged to follow the path
shown by Deputy Com-
missioner Doda so that
death blow is given to the
corruption.

Greening GDC Thannamandi: Plantation
Drive Transforms College Landscape

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, May
8: GDC Thannaman-
di, a quaint institution
renowned for its natu-
ral beauty, witnessed a
remarkable transforma-
tion as the Beautification
Committee in Collabora-
tion with NSS Unit of the
college spearheaded a
comprehensive planta-
tion drive.

This initiative, conduct-
ed under the guidance
of Dr. Farooqg Ahmed
Principal of the college,
as part of the campuses’
beautification efforts,
aimed to enhance GDC
Thannamandi’s aesthetic
appeal while fostering a
culture of environmental
responsibility.

The plantation drive
saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from a diverse
array of students, NSS
volunteers, including staff

members.

Kicking off with a vibrant
inauguration ceremony
by Dr. Nazakat Hussain,
Senior most faculty, each
participant underscored
the significance of sus-
tainable development
and community engage-
ment. Armed with shovels
and saplings, volunteers
then dispersed across
Thannamandi, planting
trees and greenery in
strategic locations inside
the campus.

The plantation drive
represents a collective
commitment to preserv-
ing our natural heritage
and promoting a green-
er, more sustainable
future for Thannamandi,”
remarked Prof. Fatima
Parveen, Convener
Beautification Commit-
tee. Through collabora-
tive efforts, we aim to
create inviting green
spaces that enhance

community well-being
and environmental resil-
ience.

The impact of the plan-
tation drive extends far
beyond the addition of
greenery to GDC Than-
namandi’s landscape. It
serves as a testament to
the power of collaborative
action and environmental
stewardship in effecting
positive change. By nur-
turing a sense of pride
and responsibility among
residents, the initiative
lays the groundwork for
a more vibrant, resilient
community.

Others present in the
program included Prof.
Asif Ajaz Lone NSS Pro-
gram Officer, Dr. Ather
Aziz Raina, Dr. Gulshan
Rashid, Rakesh Puri
Physical Director, Prof.
Rizwana Kouser, Prof.
Nagina Kouser besides
members of non teach-
ing staff.

GDC Vijaypur organises lecture on Rabindra
Nath Tagore: A Naturalist Philosopher

Literary Club inaugurated at MIER

College of Education

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: The
inaugural function of the
Literary Club was held
in MIER College of Edu-
cation with great enthu-
siasm. Dr Adit Gupta,
Director and Principal
MIER College of Educa-
tion, Rupa Gupta, Joint
Director MIER, Dr Nishta
Rana HOD School of
Education, Dr. Monika
Bajaj, HOD School of
Social Sciences and
Humanities, Dy. HoD Dr.
Bharti Tandon, Jasleen
Mohial, Coordinator
IQAC, faculty members
and the students of both
the Schools of MIER Col-
lege of Education attend-
ed the program.

The event aimed to
foster a love for literature,
creativity, and expression
among the students. It
showcased various activ-
ities including a humor-
ous One-Act Play, story-
telling session, surprising
facts about great authors
and book review.

The inaugural function
of the Literary Club was
a resounding success,
bringing together stu-
dents with a passion for
literature and creativity.
Overall, the inaugural
function of the Literary
Club was a testament
to the power of litera-
ture to unite, inspire, and
entertain. It left a lasting

impression on all those
who attended, igniting
a spark of curiosity and
appreciation for the writ-
ten word.

The event kicked off
with a poem recitation by
Prableen Kaur, a student
of BA (Hons) Psychology
semester IV. Following
this, the blind-dating one-
act comedy by Jonathan
Rand was performed by
the club members Arzoo
Sharma, Yashaswi,
Charu Rajput, Naman,
Jaspreet, Aarohi and
Aaraghya.

The play, titled “Check
Please,” depicted humor-
ous situations and char-
acters, drawing laughter
and applause from the
audience.

The audience was then
treated to a captivating
storytelling session by
Charu Rajput, a student
of BA (Hons) English. The
storytelling session not
only entertained but also
highlighted the power of
storytelling as a means
of communication and
expression.

The event also featured
insightful book review
presented by BA (Hons)
Psychology student Sehaj
Chawla on Good Vibes,
Good Life authored by
Vex King. She provided
an overview of the con-
tent, themes, and the
reviewer’'s personal
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reflections on the book.
Through this review, the
audience gained valu-
able insights into differ-
ent genres and authors,
inspiring them to explore
new literary avenues.

Mehak Mattoo and Yas-
haswi Thusoo presented
some amazing facts
about the great authors
and personalities born in
the month of April.

Dr. Adit Gupta appre-
ciated the Literary Club
for organizing the event.
Speaking on the occa-
sion he said that the Lit-
erary Club will provide a
platform for expression,
entertainment, and intel-
lectual engagement.

This event will set the
tone for future activities of
the club, promising more
enriching literary experi-
ences for the entire stu-
dent community.

The programme was
ably coordinated by Dr.
Reeta Dwivedi and Dr.
Sahil Bhagat. Aarzoo
Sharma, a student of BA
(Hons) English semester
IV formally welcomed
the audience, Dr. Reeta
Dwivedi spoke about
the introduction, vision
& objectives of the club.
Ananya, BA (Hons),
Psychology semester
IV, compered the pro-
gramme and Mehak pre-
sented the formal vote of
thanks.

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, May 8:
NSS Unit (KHIDMAT) of
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Vijaypur orga-
nizes Special Lecture on
Rabindra Nath Tagore
guided by the unwaver-
ing vision of Principal of
the College Dr. (Prof.)
Vandana Gupta.

Lecture was organized
on the theme ‘Rabindra
Nath Tagore: A Natural-
ist Philosopher’ to cel-
ebrate birth anniversary
of the famous poet, writer,
playwright, composer,
philosopher and a social
reformer.

The lecture was also
aimed at imparting infor-
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mation about the aware-
ness of voting and its
rights.

The lecture was deliv-
ered by Prof. Ritu Bhagat,
Head Department of Edu-
cation to provide knowl-
edge to the students

regarding the life history
of Rabinder Nath Tagore
and his contributions in
the field of Education, as
a naturalist philosopher.
In her lecture, she
focused that as a natu-
ralist philosopher Tagore

always advocated free-
dom and liberty for the
students in the edu-
cational environment
and how his philosophy
helped in developing a
child-centered education
system. The program was
attended by faculty mem-
bers, college students
and NSS volunteers of
the college.

The program received
positive feedback from
the students, who found
it informative and engag-
ing. Students actively
attended the lecture.

The Principal of the
college, Prof. Dr. Van-
dana Gupta appreciated
the efforts of the NSS in

organizing such an infor-
mative and educative lec-
ture and also for making
aware students about the
educational contributions
of Rabinder Nath Tagore.

The program was orga-
nized with the full support
and coordination of the
senior faculty member
of the college Dr. Anoop
Bhagat (HOD Sociology).

The event was coor-
dinated by Prof. Ritu
Bhagat (Coordinator
NSS) and Dr. Naseem
Chowdhary (NSS PO)
and co-coordinated by
Prof. Poonam Kundan
(HOD Environmental Sci-
ences) and Prof. Renuka
Kundal.

JNV Arnora hosts Multi Speciality health camp in
memory of Raja Anayatullah Khan

Top News Report

DODA, May 8: To pay
tribute and homage to
Noted Social Activist
Late Raja Anayatullah
Khan and continuing its
mission, a one day multi
speciality mega health
camp was held at JNV
School Arnora Ghat in
District Doda, on the eve
of World Red Cross Day.

The camp was orga-
nized by Social Workers
Forum (NGO) in collabo-
ration with District Admin-
istration, District Health
Society and JNV School
Arnora in memory of Late
Raja Anayatullah Khan,
who was the founder
member & Chairman of
the forum, which aims
to enhance healthcare
accessibility, ensuring
that quality healthcare is
within everyone’s reach.

The camp was inaugu-

rated by Deputy Commis-
sioner Doda Harvinder
Singh along with CMO
Doda, Dr Om Kumar,
CPO Doda, Principal JNV
School Arnora Kheem
Chand, BMO Ghat, Dr
Abdul Gafoor and mem-
bers of SWF Doda.

The camp provided
an array of specialized
medical services encom-
passing consultations
with experts from diverse
fields such as General
Physician, Orthopedics,
Dermatology, Child Spe-
cialist, Ophthalmology,
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NCD screening, Hb test-
ing and other diagnostic
tests and essential medi-
cines were rendered free
of cost to all patients by
the forum.

Earlier before the start of
the camp, an impressive
function was organized
by the NGO, where the
speakers paid rich tributes
to Late Raja Anayatul-
lah Khan and recalled
his dedicated services
towards society and his
grateful contributions
in the past successful

camps besides the NGO
members underscored
the paramount impor-
tance of such camps
in elevating the overall
health & well being of the
community.

On this occasion, the
DC Doda along with NGO
members presented the
Posthumous Award to
the family of Late Khan,
as a token of love and his
laudable contribution in
the field of social work.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Doda appreciated
the efforts and achieve-
ments made by the SWF
Doda in successfully
organizing 19 camps in
the past. The DC praised
the services of the health
fraternity towards the
people and also praised
the services of NGO, in
organizing such a mega
camp in the camp.

During the camp, a
huge footfall of patients
including students were
witnessed in which the
medical team examined
more than 350 patients of
different ailments. More-
over, free Sanitary Nap-
kins were also distributed
among 150 girls students
of JNV Arnora.

The altruistic endeavor
benefited a wide spectrum
of individuals, particularly
those from financially dis-
advantaged backgrounds.

The 20th Multi-Specialty
Mega Health Camp orga-
nized by SWF Doda is a
testament to the collab-
orative efforts of various
stakeholders in the com-
munity to address health-
care needs and contrib-
ute to the well-being of
the residents of Doda
District, which have been
commended greatly by
the local population.
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Singer Drake’s Toronto mansion targeted
in drive-hy shooting, security guard injured

Authorities secure video footage from security cameras positioned outside his home

Drake’s Toronto man-
sion became the focal
point of a drive-by
shooting incident in the
early hours of Tues-
day morning, leaving a
security guard seriously
injured.

According to The
Hollywood Reporter,
Toronto police swiftly
responded to the scene
at Bayview Avenue and
Lawrence Avenue in
the city’s Bridle Path
district, where a secu-
rity guard, stationed out-
side Drake’s residence,
fell victim to the attack.

The wounded guard
was rushed to Sunny-
brook Hospital for treat-
ment of his injuries.

Inspector Paul Krawc-
zyk, speaking at a press
conference held outside
Drake’s residence, pro-
vided preliminary details
of the incident.

As per The Hollywood
Reporter, he said, “That
person was working

apparently as a security
guard at the residence.
He was standing out-
side the gates in front
of the residence when
the shooting occurred,”
Authorities have
secured video footage
from security cameras
positioned outside
Drake’s home, capturing
the sequence of events.

“We have individu-
als who obviously per-
formed the shooting,
who were seen in a
vehicle. | do not have a
description of the vehi-
cle or the suspects at
this time. Again, it’s very
early on in the investiga-
tion,” remarked Krawc-
zyk, underscoring the
ongoing efforts to piece
together crucial infor-
mation.

While the investiga-
tion unfolds, specula-
tion arises in light of the
ongoing feud between
Drake and fellow rapper

Divyanka Tripathi flies to hometown

Bhopal, casts vote with ‘sehat ka
rakhwala’ hubby

Actress Divyanka
Tripathi Dahiya on
Tuesday took a flight to
her hometown Bhopal
in Madhya Pradesh,
saying she is ‘off to
vote'.

Divyanka was accom-
panied by her husband,
Vivek Dahiya, to cast
her vote in the third
phase of the Lok Sabha
election.

Taking to Instagram
stories, the actress
shared a video from the
flight, wearing a blue
chikankari kurta set.

In the video, she can
be heard saying, “Off
to Bhopal to cast vote.
Taking my hubby with
me, he is my ‘sehat ka
rakhwala’.” To which
Vivek responded, “At
your service, ma’am.”

In another video,
Divyanka can be seen
dressed up in a Barbie
pink-coloured ethnic
outfit, with her hair left
loose and adorned with

Al-generated pictures of Katy Perry at Met Gala
2024 go viral, says, ‘couldn’t make it to the MET”
She is the victim of this year’s AI mishap

A realistic Al-generat-
ed photo of Katy Perry
at Met Gala 2024 went
viral despite the pop
star skipping out on the
A-list event of the year,
reported Page Six.

The fake photo of the
singer circulated on X,
depicting her on the
stairs of The Metro-
politan Museum of Art
dressed in a light beige
embroidered gown with
flowers and a moss
border for the subject
‘Sleeping Beauties:
Reawakening Fashion’.
Her beautiful black hair
reached her waist and
was styled light waves
with a middle part.

Perry, 39, was also
seen sporting little
makeup and a light red
lip in the lovely simu-
lated image.

More than 9.6 million
people have watched
the photo, with 56,000
resharing it.

According to Page Six,
fans were convinced the

a pink bindi and match-
ing lipstick. She acces-
sorised the look with
sunglasses.

The actress said in the
video, “Off to vote.”

The 39-year-old
actress is currently
recovering from a fore-

singer made a state-
ment at the event, most
missed that the carpetin
the photo matches the
cream and red design
from the 2018 Met Gala
rather than the cream
and green carpet from
this year.

‘l can’'t at everyone
falling for this, this isn’t
even the same carpet,’
one person commented
under the snap.

Perry also took to
Instagram to mock the
Al-generated photo,
captioning it, ‘Couldn’t
make it to the MET, had
to work.’

She also shared a
screenshot of a text
exchange with her
mother, Mary Perry, in
which the matriarch was
similarly duped.

‘Didn’t know you went
to the Met,” Mary wrote.
‘What a gorgeous gown,
you look like the Rose
Parade, you are your
own float.’

‘lol mom the Al got you

arm fracture.

On the work front, she
last featured in ‘Adrishy-
am’ as Inspector Parvati
Sehgal.

It stars Eijaz Khan as
Ravi Verma.

The show is streaming
on Sony LIV.

Kendrick Lamar.

Recent developments
in their musical spat,
with Drake’s release of
‘The Heart Part 6’ coun-
tering Lamar’s allega-
tions, have thrust their
rivalry into the spotlight.

However, Krawczyk
refrained from draw-
ing direct connections,
stating, “It is so early
in the investigation that
we don’t have a motive
at this time,” accord-
ing to The Hollywood
Reporter.

As the investigation
progresses, Toronto
police will conduct thor-
ough inquiries within the
neighbourhood, seeking
potential withesses and
additional video footage
to shed light on the cir-
cumstances surround-
ing the shooting.

As per the reports,
Drake is safe and coop-
erating with the authori-
ties.

‘Nature heals us’: Nargis Fakhri

wants to live in the woods

Actress Nargis Fakhri
desires to live in the

woods, as she says
there is nothing better

than spending days
amid nature.

Nargis took to her
Instagram Stories and
shared a video where
she is seen trekking
through the woods.
Without sharing details
about her whereabouts,
Nargis wrote, “| want to
live in the woods, there
is nothing better than
waking up to this and
spending your days in
nature. | feel so grate-
ful and blessed; nature
heals us.”

Talking about her
work, Nargis, who
made her Bollywood
debut in 2011 with the
Ranbir Kapoor-starrer
Rockstar, was last seen
in the Hindi comedy
Shiv Shastri Balboa,
starring Anupam Kher
and Neena Gupta.
The actress will next
be seen in the Telugu
period action adventure
film Hari Hara Veera
Mallu Part 1 — Sword
vs Spirit, starring Pawan
Kalyan and Bobby Deol.
The film is reportedly
set in the Mughal era.

Kangana Ranaut claims ‘after Amitabh Bachchan,
I am the one who gets respect in industry’, netizen

says ‘chall jhuthi’

Actor and BJP candidate
Kangana Ranaut--in a rally in
Himachal Pradesh--compared
herself to Bollywood superstar
Amitabh Bachchan.

In a video, she is heard saying:
“I can confidently say after
Amitabh Bachchan ji, | am the
one who gets warmth, love and
respect from everyone in the
industry.”

The video, which has gone
viral, is flooded with thousands
of comments with one saying
“she will singly-handedly
increase 30-40 seats of Con-
gress”, another wrote: “Con-
gress ko yahi jitayegi”. “Chall
jhuthi,” was another comment.

In a gaffe, recently, Ranaut
mistakenly named her party
colleague Tejasvi Surya while
intending to target RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav during an elec-
tion rally.

The faux pas also elicited a
response from the former Bihar
deputy chief minister.

Addressing a gathering in the
Sundernagar area of Himachal

Pradesh’s Mandi, Ranaut -- the
BJP candidate from the Mandi
Lok Sabha seat -- while referring
to the INDIA bloc, said the oppo-
sition alliance is full of “spoiled
princes”.

“Bigde hue shehzadon ke ek
party hai, chahe woh Rahul
Gandhi ho jayen, jinhe chand
mein aalo ugane ho; Tejasvi

Surya ho jayen, jo apni gunda-
gardi karte hai, machli uchal
uchal ke khate hai (There is
a party of spoiled princes like
Rahul Gandhi who wants to
grow potatoes on the moon or
Tejasvi Surya who does hoo-
liganism and shows off while
eating fish)...,” she had said,
after which several netizens

poked fun at her on social
media.

Tejasvi Surya is the Banga-
lore South MP and the party’s
candidate from the same con-
stituency while Tejashwi Yadav
is an RJD leader who recently
came under fire from the BJP
after he posted a clip in which he
is eating fish during the Navratri
festival.

On Saturday, Yadav reacted
to Ranaut’s gaffe, sharing a
clip of her speech with a cryp-
tic remark, saying, “Yeh kaun
mohtarma hain? (Who is this
lady?).”

Kangana Ranaut, will fight
Congress candidate Vikrama-
ditya Singh, Himachal Pradesh
Public Works Minister and
a scion of erstwhile Rampur
estate, from the Mandi parlia-
mentary seat.

Vikramaditya is the son of
six-time chief minister late Virb-
hadra Singh and state Congress
chief Pratibha Singh.

Nia Sharma has got ‘separate issues
in life’: Her pictures show why
— I )

shared a video show-
casing her back as the
camera captured her
while she stood on the

-

too, BEWARE!" Katy
responded.

Despite the photo
being fake, several
agreed Katy’s altered
look was their favourite
of the night.

‘My favorite [look] so
far,’ a fan wrote.

‘She understood.
Gorgeous,” a second
chimed in.

‘This is Al, but would
have definitely been
one of the best looks
if it were real,” another
added.

The ‘American Idol’
judge hasn’t attended
the Met Gala since 2022
when she turned heads
in a black Oscar de la
Renta gown.

Katy has been known
to attend the event in
outrageous looks, such
as a cheeseburger and
a chandelier in 2019.

While she was the
victim of this year’s Al
mishap, Selena Gomez
experienced the same
thing the year before.

Actress Nia Sharma,
who is currently busy
shooting for her upcom-
ing show ‘Suhaagan
Chudail’, revealed her
‘separate’ issue of look-
ing “flat” while taking
pictures.

Nia took to her Ins-

tagram stories and
shared glimpses from
the shoot, including pic-
tures and videos.

The actress first
shared a photo featur-
ing the ‘team behind the
promo’.

Following that, she

road in a costume.

The actress then
shared another video
of herself posing for
the camera and could
be heard asking, “Do |
look flat?”

Nia shared the video
with the caption, ‘I got
separate issues in life
(sic).’

In the last image, she
was seen flaunting her
long, painted-black toe-
nails.

The 33-year-old
actress, who started
her acting journey with
‘Kaali - Ek Agniparik-
sha’ in 2010, will be
seen playing a negative
character in ‘Suhaagan
Chudail’, depicted as
one who Kkills married
men and gains power
through their demise.

Details about the show
are still under wraps.
However, the cast
includes names such as
Zayn Ibad Khan, Sachin
Khurana, Subhalaxmi
Das and Araddhana
Sharma, among others.
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Modi launched an all-out attack on the Congress over Sam Pitroda’s remarks while

WARANGAL, May 8 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday attacked
the Congress over its party
leader Sam Pitroda’s alleged
comments over skin colour and
asserted that the countrymen
would not tolerate insult on the
basis of skin colour.

Hitting out at top Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi, Modi
said he has now understood
that the national party sought
to defeat President Droupadi
Murmu in the presidential poll
as her “skin colour is dark”.

As Pitroda’s reported com-
ments kicked up a row, Modi
asked, “will the ability of people
be decided in my country on
the basis of skin colour.”

“Who gave the permission to
‘shehzada’ for this game of skin
colour,” he asked. Pitroda’s
alleged comments that people
in the East in India resembled

addressing a rally in Telangana

the Chinese, while those from
the South looked like Africans,
had kicked up a row.

“| am angry today. If anyone
abuses me, | don’t get angry. |
can tolerate that. But, the phi-
losopher of ‘shehzada’ gave
such a big abuse which has
filled me with anger,” Modi said.

Referring to Rahul Gandhi
showing Constitution in his

90 per cent of 7.55 lakh

students clear West Bengal class

election rallies, he asked
whether those who dance by
keeping Constitution on their
head were insulting the coun-
trymen on the basis of skin
colour.

India would not tolerate insult
to the countrymen on the basis
of skin colour, he said, adding
‘shehzade’ (Rahul Gandhi) must
answer.

Modi also said he has now
come to know as to why Con-
gress had sought to defeat
Murmu in the presidential elec-
tions despite her having a great
reputation.

“l came to know today that
an uncle of ‘shehzada’ lives in
America. The uncle is his phi-
losopher and guide,” he said in
an apparent reference to Sam
Pitroda.

“Shehzada’s philosopher and
guide uncle has opened a big
secret. He said those whose
skin colour is dark, they are all
from Africa,” he said.

That means, he (Pitroda) has
abused so many people of the
country on the basis of skin
colour, he alleged.

Whatever is the colour of skin,
the countrymen worship Lord Sri
Krishna whose skin colour was
like all of us, Modi said.

‘Times are changing’: Congress
chief Kharge after PM Modi’s
Ambani-Adani jibe

Kharge was reacting to PM'’s attack on Congress MP

Rahul Gandhi for halting the barrage of abuses he
habitually hurled at Adani and Ambani for 5 years

NEW DELHI, May
8 (Agencies): After
prime minister takes
up Ambani and Adani
while on campaign
trail in Telangana on
Wednesday the Con-
gress said his jibes at
“industralist friends”
was a signal that his
chair in the PMO was
in danger.
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“Times are chang-
ing. Friends are no
longer friends...! After
completion of three
phases of elections,
today the Prime Minis-
ter has started attack-
ing his own friends. It
is becoming clear that
Modiji’'s chair is shak-
ing. This is the real
trend of the result,”

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said
on Wednesday.

Kharge was reacting
to PM’s attack on Con-
gress MP Rahul Gandhi
for halting the barrage
of abuses he habitually
hurled at Adani and
Ambani for five years.

PM suggested a “deal
between Congress
and top industrial-
ists” behind Gandhi’s
silence on the business
honchos whom he had
consistently attacked
for five years.

PM asked Gandhi how
many bags of black
money he had received
from Adani and Ambani
in exchange for his
silence on the alleged
crony capitalism.

CBI arrests 4 men for trafficking Indians to

Russia-Ukraine war zone

12 board examination

KOLKATA, May 8 (Agencies): The
West Bengal Council of Higher Edu-
cation on Wednesday announced the
results of Class 12 with nearly 90 per
cent of the students clearing the exami-
nation.

West Bengal Council of Higher Sec-
ondary Education President Chiranjib
Bhattacharya told a press conference
that the pass percentage in this year’s
class 12 examination was 89.98.

He said among the districts, Purba
Medinipur topped the list of successful
candidates with 95.77 per cent.

Bhattacharya said 7,55,324 students
appeared in the class 12 examination
this year of which around 56 per cent
were girls.

Last year, the pass percentage in the
class 12 examination was 89 per cent.

This year, 42.9 per cent of students
got over 60 per cent or above marks
while 1.23 per cent got over 90 per cent
marks.

58 students secured the first ten
ranks. 23 among them are girls.

Avik Das from McWilliam Higher Sec-
ondary School was the topper, getting
496 marks out of 500 with 99.2 per cent.

Soumyadip Saha of Narendrapur
Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya in
South 24 Parganas got the second rank
(495 marks) while Abhishek Gupta of
Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
Vidyamandir of Malda secured third
position with 494 marks.

Two girls secured the fourth rank.

The results were declared within 69
days of the examination held between
February 16 and 29.

NEW DELHI, May 8 (Agen-
cies): Four men, including a
translator, were arrested on the
charges of trafficking Indian
nationals to Russia under the
guise of better employment
and then sending them to the
Russia-Ukraine war zone, a CBI
official said on Wednesday.

The officials said that Arun
and Yesudas Junior a.k.a
Priyan, both residents of Trivan-
drum, Kerala, were arrested on
Tuesday.

Two other accused, Nijil Jobi
Bensam, a resident of Kanyaku-
mari and Anthony Michael Elan-
govan, a resident of Mumbai,
were nabbed on April 24.

A senior Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) official said
that on March 6, the agency had
busted a major human traffick-
ing network running across the
country targeting gullible youths
on the promise of offering lucra-
tive jobs abroad.

operating as an organised net-
work and were luring Indian
nationals through social media
channels like YouTube etc. and
also through their local con-
tacts/agents for highly paid jobs
in Russia.

“Thereafter, the trafficked
Indian Nationals were trained
in combat roles and deployed
at front bases in the Russia -
Ukraine War Zone against their
wishes, thus, putting their lives
in grave danger,” said a senior

AL
CBI official.

As per CBI, it has been ascer-
tained that some of the victims
also got grievously injured in the
war zone.

“A case of human trafficking
was registered against private
Visa Consultancy Firms and
agents who were involved in the
trafficking of Indian Nationals to
Russia under the guise of better
employment and high-paying
jobs. The human trafficking net-
work of these agents is spread
over several States across the

country and beyond,” said the
official.

The official further said that
Nijil Jobi Bensam was working
in Russia on a contract basis
as a Translator and was one of
the key members of the network
operating in Russia for facilitat-
ing the recruitment of Indian
nationals in the Russian Army.

“Michael Anthony was facili-
tating his co-accused Faisal
Baba based in Dubai and others
based in Russia in getting the
Visa processing done in Chen-
nai and booking the air tickets
for victims to go to Russia,” said
the official.

“Arun and Yesudas were
the main recruiters of Indian
nationals belonging to Kerala
and Tamil Nadu for the Russian
Army. The investigation is con-
tinuing against other accused
persons who are part of this
international network of human
traffickers,” the official added.

Malayalam news channel cameraman killed in elephant
attack; Kerala CM, LoP condole his death

PALAKKAD, May 8
(Agencies): In a shock-
ing incident, a camera-
man of a leading Malay-
alam news channel was
killed in a wild elephant
attack while reporting in
this north Kerala district
on Wednesday.

AV Mukesh (34), work-
ing with Mathrubhumi
News, was seriously
injured in the elephant
attack when he and the
reporter were capturing
visuals of the movement
of the strayed elephant
herd, channel sources
said.

The tragedy struck the
hapless cameraman
when he was shooting
the visuals of jumbos
crossing a river in a
place located between

Malambuzha and Kan-
jikode.

It is an area that wit-
nesses frequent straying
of wild elephants, locals
said.

Though the reporter
and the driver of the
vehicle could manage
to run away to safety,
Mukesh was attacked
and seriously injured by
a jumbo.

He was rushed to a
nearby hospital but he
could not be saved, they
said.

Hailing from Parap-
panangadi in Malap-
puram district, Mukesh
had been working in the
Palakkad bureau of the
Mathrubhumi News for
the last one year.

He had been part of

the New Delhi bureau of
the channel for several
years.

Mukesh also proved
his skills in reporting
by penning over 100
articles in Mathrub-
humi online as part of

d

a column titled “Athije-
evanam,” in which he
depicted the lives of
marginalised people.
His colleagues remem-
bered that his articles in
the column helped invite
attention of authorities

and the general public
to the plight of the poor
and marginalised.

They also said Mukesh
used to provide financial
assistance to those per-
sons whom he had men-
tioned in his column by
collecting money from
his salary.

He is survived by his
wife.

Meanwhile, people
from various walks of
life, including Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan,
Leader of Opposition in
the State Assembly V D
Satheesan and minis-
ters A K Saseendran, M
B Rajesh, Saji Cheriyan
and others condoled the
shocking demise of the
cameraman.

Ghaziabad Woman’s “Jealous” Ex-Lover Kills Her Daughter,
Injures Son-In-Law

GHAZIABAD, May 8 (Agencies): An extra-
marital affair, a deadly clash, and lives shat-
tered in the wake of a lover’s fury - Ghazi-
abad’s latest crime story looks like a page
taken out of a David Baldacci novel. The
victim, an 18-year-old woman named Jyoti,
had travelled from her in-laws’ home in
Uttar Pradesh’s Babrala town to care for her
ailing mother, Champa Devi who is a cancer
patient, in Ghaziabad’s Indirapuram area.

Lalitesh, Jyoti’'s husband and an e-rick-
shaw driver accompanied her to Champa
Devi’'s home. On Tuesday, a man identified
as Bobby unleashed a frenzied knife attack
on Champa Devi. In an attempt to shield her,
Jyoti and Lalitesh intervened, only for Jyoti
to die in the clash, and Lalitesh to sustain

six months ago.

As the dust settled on the ghastly scene, the
details behind the attack began to unravel.
According to the police, Bobby was released
from the Gautam Buddha Nagar jail merely
15 days ago. He was romantically involved
with Champa Devi whose affections had

shifted towards another man named Ajay
during Bobby’s absence. Champa Devi’s first
husband is dead and his second husband is
disabled and lives in Bihar.

Enraged by Champa Devi’s affair with
another man, Bobby had first called Ajay and
threatened him before paying the family a
visit. He was accompanied by another man
when he arrived at Champa Devi’s residence.

During Bobby’s knife attack, with Jyoti and

Lalitesh tussling with him, Champa Devi

dashed for the police station near her home.
Police personnel soon arrived on the scene
arrested Bobby and took a bleeding Jyoti to
a hospital where she later died. An investiga-
tion is underway to track down the man who
had accompanied Bobby, police said today.

H

Man live-streams from poll
booth in Gujarat, detained for
bogus voting

DAHOD, May 8
(Agencies): A man
has been detained for
alleged bogus voting
after he live-streamed
from inside a poll booth
in the Dahod Lok Sabha
constituency, officials
said on Wednesday.

The Congress has
claimed that the man,
Vijay Bhabhor, is the
son of a local BJP
leader and accused him
of “insulting democracy”
by going live on Insta-
gram from the booth.

The police in the
state’s Mahisagar dis-
trict detained Bhabhor
and another man after
the opposition com-
plained to the Election
Commission with a copy
of the video. Though
Bhabhor deleted the
video after it drew criti-
cism, the clip had gone
viral on social media by
then.

The incident of a man
relaying a video live on
Instagram after going to
a poll booth to cast his
vote is being probed,
Dahod Returning Officer
Nirgude Babanrao said.

“We have received the
video with a complaint
and an investigation is
underway,” he said.

Of the 26 Lok Sabha
seats in Gujarat, polling
was held in 25 constitu-
encies on Tuesday in
the third phase of the

general elections. The
BJP candidate in Surat
has won unopposed.

The incident happened
at a polling booth at Par-
thampur in Mahisagar
district under Dahod
parliamentary constitu-
ency, Mahisagar Super-
intendent of Police
Jaydeepsinh Jadeja
said.

“We have detained
two persons and action
is being taken based
on the FIR registered
by the presiding officer
under the Representa-
tive of the People Act for
bogus voting,” Jadeja
said.

He said Bhabhor went
to the poll booth to cast
his vote at 5.49 pm and
left by 5.54 pm.

In those five minutes,
he went live on Insta-
gram and also allegedly
cast votes on behalf
of two other electors,
resorting to bogus
voting, he said.

Prabha Taviad is the
Congress candidate in
the constituency. She is
pitted against incumbent
MP Jasvantsinh Bhab-
hor.

Congress spokesper-
son Manish Doshi said
they have repolling at
booth number 220 in
Parthampur over the
incident.

“Son of a BJP leader

at Mahisagar played
with the EVM machine
and abused the Election
Commission by creat-
ing a live video of booth
capturing and thereby
insulting democracy,”
Doshi said.

A Congress leader
shared the purported
video on his X handle.
“BJP leader’s son Vijay
Bhabhor captures the
booth in Parthampur
Village, Santrampur.
He goes live on social
media while doing the
same and is seen threat-
ening poll officials,” he
claimed.

The video shows
Bhabhor purportedly
focusing the camera on
EVM (Electronic Voting
Machine) and VVPAT
(Voter verifiable paper
audit Trail) machine and
seeking five to ten min-
utes from a poll official
even when he is asked
to leave. Bhabhor pur-
portedly also says that
“only the BJP works
here”. His accomplice
was also seen in the
video.

“The machine belongs
to my father. Only one
thing works — that is
BJP,” says Bhabhor
before pressing a button
on the EVM, as per the
video. “Only Vijay Bhab-
hor works here,” he pur-
portedly says.
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China has warned that deepening security alliance between Washington and Manila should not harm its

security and territorial interests or interfere in territorial disputes

LAOAG (PHILIPPINES), May
8 (Agencies): Military force
from the United States, Aus-
tralian and the Philippines
launched a barrage of high-
precision rockets, artillery fire
and airstrikes to sink a ship on
Wednesday as part of large-
scale war drills in waters facing
the disputed South China Sea
that have antagonized Beijing.

Military officials and diplo-
mats from several countries,
along with journalists, watched
the display of firepower from a
hilltop along a sandy coast in
Laoag City on Wednesday in
llocos Norte, Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s
northern home province.

More than 16,000 military per-
sonnel from the United States
and the Philippines, backed by
afew hundred Australian troops
and military observers from 14
countries were participating in
annual combat-readiness drills
called Balikatan, Tagalog for
shoulder-to-shoulder, which
started on April 22 and will end
on Friday.

It's the latest indication of
how the United States and the
Philippines have bolstered a
defence treaty alliance that
started in the 1950s.

Marcos has ordered his mili-
tary to shift its focus to exter-
nal defense from decades-
long domestic anti-insurgency
operations as China’s increas-
ingly aggressive actions in
the South China Sea become
a top concern. That strategic
shift dovetails with the efforts
of President Joe Biden and his
administration to reinforce an
arc of alliances in the Indo-
Pacific region to counter China.

China has angered the Philip-
pines by repeatedly harassing
its navy and coast guard ships
with the use of powerful water
cannons, a military-grade laser,

blocking movements and other
dangerous maneuvers in the
high seas near two disputed
South China Sea shoals that
have led to minor collisions.
Those have caused several
injuries to Filipino navy person-
nel and damaged supply boats.

“We’re under the gun,” Philip-
pine ambassador to Washing-
ton Jose Romualdez told The
Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview.

“We don’t have the where-
withal to be able to fight all
of this bullying coming from
China so where else will we
go?” Romualdez asked. “We
went to the right party which
is the United States and those
that believe in what the U.S.
is doing.”

China has accused the Philip-
pines of setting off the hostili-
ties in the disputed waters by
encroaching into what it says
are its offshore territories,
demarcated by 10 dashes on a
map. This has often prompted
the Chinese coast guard and
navy to take steps to expel
Philippine coast guard and
other vessels from that area.
The Philippines, backed by the
U.S. and its allies and security
partners, has repeatedly cited

a 2016 international arbitra-
tion ruling based on the United
Nations Convention of the Law
of the Sea that invalidated
China’s claim over virtually the
entire South China Sea on his-
torical grounds.

China did not participate in
the arbitration complaint filed
by the Philippines in 2013,
rejected the ruling, and contin-
ues to defy it.

After an hour of the combat-
readiness drills, black smoke
started to billow from the stern
of the mock enemy ship that
was struck by missile fire and
it started to sink ,as shown on
a monitor watched by foreign
military guests and journalists.
US and Philippine warplanes
later dropped bombs on the
BRP Lake Caliraya, the target
ship, which was made in China
but decommissioned by the
Philippine navy in 2020 due
to mechanical and electrical
issues, according to Philippine
military officials.

Philippine military officials
said the maneuvers would
bolster the country’s coastal
defence and disaster-response
capabilities and claimed they
were not aimed at any coun-
try. China has opposed military

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un Demolishes

Multiple Buildings At His Own Palace: Report

drills involving U.S. forces in
the region as well as increas-
ing U.S. military deployments,
which it warned would ratch-
et up tensions and hamper
regional stability and peace.

Washington and Beijing have
been on a collision course over
China’s increasingly assertive
actions to defend its vast terri-
torial claims in the South China
Sea, and Beijing’s stated goal
of annexing Taiwan, by force if
necessary.

In February last year, Marcos
approved a wider U.S. military
presence in the Philippines
by allowing rotating groups
of American military forces to
stay in four more Philippine
military camps. That was a
sharp turnaround from his pre-
decessor Rodrigo Duterte, who
feared that a larger American
military footprint could antago-
nize Beijing.

China strongly opposed the
move, which would allow US
forces to establish staging
grounds and surveillance posts
in the northern Philippines
across the sea from Taiwan,
and in western Philippine prov-
inces facing the South China
Sea.

China has warned that a
deepening security alliance
between Washington and
Manila and their ongoing mili-
tary drills should not harm its
security and territorial inter-
ests or interfere in the territo-
rial disputes. The Philippines
countered that it has the right
to defend its sovereignty and
territorial interests.

“An alliance is very impor-
tant to show China that you
may have all the ships that
you have, but we have a lot of
firepower to sink all of them,”
Romualdez said.

 Pakistan court orders
ex-PM Imran Khan’s wife
to shift to jail from house
arrest, lawyer says

ISLAMABAD, May 8 (Agencies): A
court in Pakistan granted a request
on Wednesday by the wife of former
Prime Minister Imran Khan to be
moved to jail, her lawyer said, instead
of the house arrest ordered by the gov-

ernment.

In her petition to the Islamabad
High Court, Bushra Bibi had accused
authorities of violating her privacy
and serving contaminated food in her
home cell, which she and her lawyers
said was dominated by men, a charge
the prison staff has denied.

Bibi says she has been detained in
one room at Khan'’s hilltop mansion in
Islamabad since the couple’s January
conviction on charges of illegally selling

state gifts.

Through her lawyers Bibi had asked to
be shifted to jail, which authorities com-
plied with shortly after the court issued

ment.

tration official Afzaal Ahmad said.

The court ordered authorities to shift
her to Adyala jail in the garrison city of
Rawalpindi, where Khan, 70, a former
cricket superstar, is serving his 14-year
sentence, his party said in a statement.

The party said Bibi’s shift to jail will
answer critics that her stay at home
instead of prison was part of some deal
to seek concessions from the govern-

Pakistan army spokesperson Major
General Ahmed Sharif said on Tuesday
in response to a question that it was
not possible to open talks for any deal
with a party that had been involved in
attacks against the state institutions.

He was referring to Khan party sup-
porters storming and burning military
installations on May 9

last year to protest against the former
cricketer’s arrest, saying those behind
the attacks needed to seek forgiveness

before asking for any negotiations.

Asad Qaisar, a close aide of Khan,
told local ARY TV that any kind of apol-
ogy was out of the question.

Khan was ousted from power in

2022, which he blamed on a conspir-

the order, her party and a local adminis- tion.

acy backed by the military after he had
fallen out with powerful army generals.
The military has denied the accusa-

Cargo plane makes an emergency
landing at Istanbul Airport after

front landing gear fails

ISTANBUL, May 8
(Agencies): A cargo air-
craft made an emergen-
cy landing at Istanbul
Airport on Wednesday
after its front landing
gear failed.

A video on social
media showed the
Boeing 767, belong-
ing to FedEx Express,

using the back landing
gear and then dipping
its nose with the front
portion of the fuselage.
The plane was on
the last leg of its flight
from Paris to Istanbul
when the pilots realised
the front landing gear
failed to open, state-run
Anadolu Agency said.

No one was injured
and the crew safely
evacuated the aircraft,
said Abdulkadir Uralo-
glu, Turkiye’s transpor-
tation and infrastructure
minister.

The runway where the
plane landed was closed
off while the aircraft was
being removed, he said.

US paused bomb shipment to Israel to signal

SEOUL, May 8 (Agen-
cies): North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un
has reportedly demol-
ished several buildings
at one of his luxurious
residences, according
to experts and satel-
lite images. The aerial
images of the Ryokpo
Palace complex show
a dirt lot where a blue-
roofed mansion once
stood, as first report-
ed by anonymous
North Korean analyst
“Nobody German” on
X. Notably, accord-
ing to Newsweek, the
Ryokpo Palace, located
on the outskirts of the
North Korean capital
of Pyongyang, is Kim
Jong Un’s winter palace
complex and serves as
a stark reminder of his
opulent lifestyle.

Sharing the satel-
lite images on X, @
NobodyGerman wrote,

“The latest satellite
images show that Kim
Jong Un’s Ryokpo
Palace residence
is being removed
or remodelled. The
Removal began around
29th April”.

Citing North Korea-
focused news outlet
NK Pro, Newsweek
reported that the main
residential buildings
and auxiliary structures
were likely torn down
sometime between
April 21 and April 25. An
expert told the publica-

tion that the demolition
work suggests possible
transformations, includ-
ing potential transfers of
the property to military
use. It points out that it
would be in line with Kim
Jong Un’s recent efforts
to modernise is armed
forces.

Experts said that the
move could be related
to the North Korean
leader’s designs to give
the military an expanded
role in national develop-
ment or to consolidate
military facilities.

Meanwhile, this comes
weeks after Kim Jong
Un'’s sister, Kim Yo Jong,
said that the country
will continue to build
overwhelming and the
strongest military power
to protect its sovereignty
and regional peace.

According to News-
week, it also comes
after Kim Jong Un’s
regime changed the
country’s constitution
to label South Korea as
the “principal enemy”
and dismantled organ-
isations tasked with
promoting inter-Korean
cooperation or a pro-
unification code. Pyong-
yang has also continued
its steady development
of increasingly capable
ballistic missiles and
is continuing its nucle-
ar weapons program
in defiance of United
Nations Security Council
resolutions.

Russia launches wide attack on Ukrainian
energy facilties

KYIV, May 8 (Agen-
cies): Russia launched
aerial attacks on energy
facilities throughout
Ukraine early Wednes-
day, targeting seven
regions with more than
50 missiles as well
as drones, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said.

The attacks also dam-
aged the railway sta-
tion and tracks in the
city of Kherson, across
the Dnieper River from
Russian-held territory,
and injured two people
in Brovary, adjacent to
the capital Kyiv, officials
said.

Russia consistent-
ly targets Ukraine’s
energy infrastructure.
There was a major
aerial attack on energy
facilities on April 27 and
another a week earlier.

In a social media post,
Zelenskyy noted that
Wednesday’s attacks
occurred on the day
that Ukraine observes
the end of European
fighting in World War 1.

“Massive missile
attack by Nazi Putin
on the Day of Remem-
brance and Victory over
Nazism in the Second
World War,” Zelensky
said.“The whole world

should clearly under-
stand who is who; The
whole world has no right
to give Nazism another
chance.”

National electrical grid
operator Ukrenergo said
facilities were hit in the
Vinnytsia, Zaporizhzhia,
Kirovohrad, Poltava

and lvano-Frankivsk
regions.

Two energy facili-
ties were hit in the Lviv
region, which is in the
country’s far west and
distant from the fight-
ing’s front lines, accord-
ing to regional governor
Maksym Kozytskyi.

WASHINGTON, May
8 (Agencies): The US
paused a shipment of
bombs to Israel last
week over concerns that
Israel was approaching
a decision on launch-
ing a full-scale assault
on the southern Gaza
city of Rafah against
the wishes of the US,
a senior administration
official said.

The shipment was
supposed to consist
of 1,800-2,000 pound
(900 kilogram) bombs
and 1,700-500 pound
(225 kilogram) bombs,
according to the offi-
cial, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity
to discuss the sensitive
matter, with the focus
of US concern being
the larger explosives
and how they could be
used in a dense urban
setting.

More than 1 million
civilians are sheltering in
Rafah after evacuating
other parts of Gaza amid
Israel’s war on Hamas,
which came after the
militant group’s deadly
attack on Israel on Octo-
ber 7.

The US has histori-
cally provided enormous
amounts of military aid
for Israel. That has only
accelerated in the after-
math of Hamas’ October
7 attack that killed some
1,200 in Israel and led to
about 250 being taken
captive by militants.

The pausing of the aid
shipment is the most
striking manifestation
of the growing daylight
between Israel Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and the adminis-
tration of President Joe
Biden, which has called
on Israel to do far more
to protect the lives of

innocent civilians in
Gaza.

It also comes as the
Biden administration is
due to deliver a first-of-
its-kind formal verdict
this week on whether
the airstrikes on Gaza
and restrictions on deliv-
ery of aid have violated
international and US
laws designed to spare
civilians from the worst
horrors of war.

A decision against
Israel would further
add to the pressure on
Biden to curb the flow of
weapons and money to
Israel’'s military.

In April, Biden’s admin-
istration began review-
ing future transfers of
military assistance as
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment appeared to move
closer toward an inva-
sion of Rafah, despite
months of opposition
from the White House.

The official said the
decision to pause the
shipment was made last
week. No final decision
had been made yet on
whether to proceed with
the shipment at a later
date.

US officials had
declined for days
to comment on the
halted transfer, word of
which came as Biden
described US support
for Israel as “ironclad,
even when we dis-
agree”.

Press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre declined to
square the arms holdup
with Biden’s rhetoric in
support of Israel, saying
only, “Two things could
be true.”

Israeli troops

seized control of
Gaza’s vital Rafah
border crossing in
what the White House
described as a limited

operation that stopped
short of the full-on Israeli
invasion of the city that
Biden has repeatedly
warned against on
humanitarian grounds,
most recently in a
Monday call with Netan-
yahu.

Israel has ordered the
evacuation of 1,00,000
Palestinians from the
city. Israeli forces have
also carried out what it
describes as “targeted
strikes” on the eastern
part of Rafah and cap-
tured the Rafah cross-
ing, a critical conduit for
the flow of humanitar-
ian aid along the Gaza-
Egypt border.

Privately, concern
has mounted inside
the White House about
what’s unfolding in
Rafah, but publicly
administration officials
have stressed that they
did not think the opera-
tions had defied Biden’s
warnings against a wid-
escale operation in the
city.

White House Nation-
al Security Council
spokesman John Kirby
said Israel described
the operation along the
Gaza-Egypt border in
eastern Rafah as “an
operation of limited scale
and duration” aimed at
cutting off Hamas arms
smuggling, but also said
the US would monitor
the fighting.

Just last month, Con-
gress passed a USD 95
billion national security
bill that included funding
for Ukraine, Israel and
other allies. The pack-
age included more than
USD 14 billion in military
aid for Israel, though the
stalled transfer was not
related to that measure.

The State Department

concerns over Rafah invasion, official says

is separately consider-
ing whether to approve
the continued transfer of
Joint Direct Attack Muni-
tion kits, which place
precision guidance
systems onto bombs,
to Israel, but the review
didn’t pertain to immi-
nent shipments.

The US dropped the
2,000-pound bomb
sparingly in its long war
against the Islamic State
militant group. Israel, by
contrast, has used the
bomb frequently in the
seven-month Gaza war.
Experts say the use of
the weapon, in part,
has helped drive the
enormous Palestinian
casualty count that the
Hamas-run health min-
istry puts at more than
34,000 dead, though
it doesn’t distinguish
between militants and
civilians.

The US relationship
has been close through
both Democratic and
Republican administra-
tions. But there have
been other moments of
deep tension since the
founding in which US
leaders have threatened
to hold up aid in attempt
to sway lIsraeli leader-
ship.

President Dwight
Eisenhower pressured
Israel with the threat
of sanctions into with-
drawing from the Sinai
in 1957 in the midst of
the Suez Crisis. Ronald
Reagan delayed the
delivery of F16 fighter
jets to Israel at a time
of escalating violence in
the Middle East. Presi-
dent George HW Bush
held up USD 10 billion in
loan guarantees to force
the cessation of Israeli
settlement activity in the
occupied territories.
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Ex-Central Paramilitary Force Welfare Association

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: A
meeting of the Ex. Cen-
tral Paramilitary Force
Welfare Association
took place at R.S. Pura
in Jammu. The meet-
ing was chaired by V. K.
Sharma, Chairman of the
All India Confederation
of Ex-CPM Force. Sev-
eral crucial issues were
discussed during the
meeting.

The association advo-
cated for the equaliza-
tion of assistance and
facilities nationwide,
particularly concerning
the provision of Rs. 8000
for the cremation of para-
military personnel.

Participants sought
exemption from GST
and excise duty for para-
military force canteens,
aiming to alleviate finan-
cial burdens on these
establishments.

Red Ribbon Club of GCW Gandhi Nagar
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The association
pressed for the release
of pending Dearness
Allowance arrears,
spanning approximately
eighteen months, for
all central government
employees.

This demand was for-
mally submitted to the
government by the office

bearers of the Ex. Cen-
tral Paramilitary Force.
Additionally, during the
meeting, a new commit-
tee of the Ex-Central
Force Welfare Associa-
tion was formed under
the guidance of V.K.
Sharma, former DIG
and Chairman of the All
India Confederation of

organises Poster Making competition

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Red
Ribbon/Red Cross Club,
PSPS, Govt. College for
Women, Gandhi Nagar
Jammu, joined the Global
Community in celebrat-
ing the profound impact
of humanitarian efforts
and the enduring spirit of
compassion and joy.

This year theme, “I give
with joy and the joy | give
is a reward”, reflects the
essence of Red Cross
Movements Mission to
alleviate suffering and
bring hope to those in
the need.

It highlights the transfor-
mative power of kindness
and generosity, remind-
ing us that even the sim-
plest acts of compassion
can bring immeasurable

joy to the individuals and
the communities facing
adversity.

On this occasion, a
poster making competi-
tion was organized in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of Zoology, in which
40 students participated.

The theme was “I
give with joy and the
joy | give is a reward”.
Arushi Sharma of 2nd
Sem bagged first posi-
tion, Anjali Verma of 2nd
Sem second position and
the third position was
secured by Khushdeep
Kour of 2nd Sem.

Prof. Surinder Singh
Parihar, 1/C Principal
PSPS, GCW, Gandhi
Nagar, Jammu was the
Guest of Honour.

Prof. Archna Bakshi,
HOD, English, Prof. Anu-

pama Pandotra, Zoology
and Prof. Rakesh Singh,
HOD, Chemistry, were
the Judges.

Prof. Samriti Aggarwal,
HOD, Department of
Zoology and Convener,
Red Cross/Red Ribbon
Club and the committee
members Prof. Shakun
Mahajan, Dr. Shaista
Ajaz, Dr. Raj Kumar San-
thal, Prof. Manmeet Kour,
Prof. Asha Devi, Prof.
Varchaskam Sharma,
Prof. Meenakshi Sharma,
Prof. Anita Kotwal, Prof.
Archana Bhat were pres-
ent during the program.

On 8th of May, 2024
All the three winners
were given prizes by the
Chief Guest of Red Cross
Society at Mehar Chand
Mahajan Hall, Gandhi
Nagar.
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Ex. C.P.M. Force.

The newly elected com-
mittee members include
Ashok Kumar Verma
(Chairman, J&K CPMF),
Harinder Mahajan (Chief
Advisor), Harbans Lal
Sharma (Vice Presi-
dent), Darshan Chouhan
(General Secretary) and
Nirmal Singh Maan (Ex.

Comdt., CAF Chairman,
Gurdaspur, Punjab).
Furthermore, a resolu-
tion was passed during
the meeting, electing S.
Kuldeep Singh as the
new President of the Ex.
CPMW Association in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Other attendees who
unanimously supported
this resolution include
Noor Mohd. (Gener-
al Secretary, District
Samba), P.S. Sandhu
(President, CPME
Jalandhar, Punjab),
Manbir Katoch (Nation-
al Spokesman, Him-
achal Pradesh), M.L.
Thakur (Chief Patron,
Ex. CPMFW, Himachal
Pradesh). Sajwal Shah
(District Kupwara),
Naseer Ahmad Khan
(District Baramulla),
Mohd. Ashraf Lone (Dis-
trict BandipOra), Farooq
Ahmad (District Anant-

nag),

Bhagwan Parashuram Ji’s
birth anniversary on May 10

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Bhag-
wan Parashuram is
the sixth incarnation of
Bhagwan Vishnu.

Parshurasm Jayanti
occurs on the Tritiya
Tithi of Shukla Paksha in
the month of Vaishakha.
This year, in 2024, Bhag-
wan Parashuram Ji’s
birth anniversary will be
observed on Friday, May
10th.

According to Mahant
Rohit Shastri, President
of Kailakh Jyotish avim
Vedic sansthan Trust,
Bhagwan Parashuram is
immortal and still present
on Earth. He is the son
of Rishi Jamadagni and
Mata Renuka.

Itis believed that Bhag-

wan Vishnu incarnated
as Parashuram Ji to
destroy evil and sinful
deeds on Earth. Bhag-
wan Parashuram Ji is a
devout follower of Lord
Shiva, who bestowed
upon him the invincible
axe. His real name was
Ram, but he became
famous as Parashuram
due to wielding the axe
in his hand.

Three day VET Fest 2k24
commences at SKUAST-J

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: The
three-day annual veteri-
nary festival, “Vet Fest-
2K24,” hosted by the Fac-
ulty of Veterinary Scienc-
es and Animal Husbandry
at SKUAST-dJammu, R S
Pura, commenced on
Wednesday. Dr. Nagen-
dra Sharma, former Vice-
Chancellor of SKUAST-
Jammu, graced the occa-
sion as the esteemed
Chief Guest and inaugu-
rated the event alongside
Prof. B.N. Tripathi, the
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,
SKUAST Jammu, Dr.
Rajesh Katoch, Dean,
FVSc & AH; Dr S K Gupta,
Registrar, SKUAST-Jam-
mu and other esteemed
statutory officers of the
University.

Dr. Sharma along with
other dignitaries inaugu-
rated the VET FEST 2K24
by lighting the ceremonial
lamp and launched spe-
cially designed Vet Fest
2K24 T-shirt and cups.
They also inspected the
fine arts and other events.

Dr. Nagendra Sharma,
in his address, empha-
sized the pivotal role that
events like Vet Fest-2K24
play in not only rejuvenat-
ing the minds and spirits
of students and faculty
but also in fostering a
sense of camaraderie
and belonging within
the academic commu-
nity. He underscored that
SKUAST-Jammu has
long been an epitome
of creativity, talent, and
innovation, values that
are not only upheld but
also further nurtured
through such enriching
events. Dr. Sharma reaf-
firmed that platforms like
Vet Fest serve as cata-
lysts for holistic growth,
enabling participants to
explore their potential
beyond the confines of
traditional academic set-
tings and encouraging

them to embrace a spirit
of exploration and experi-
mentation.

Dr. Sharma is a
renowned international
scientist and educator,
who held various lead-
ership roles at different
prestigious agricultural
institutes in India like
NDRI, IVRI and CIRG.
SKUAST Jammu expe-
rienced significant infra-
structure as well as
human resource devel-
opment, marking a period
of substantial growth and
expansion during his
tenure as Vice-Chancel-
lor.

Vice-Chancellor,
SKUAST-J, Dr. B.N Tripa-
thi underscored that these
events not only showcase
students’ remarkable
talents but also affirm
the University’s dedica-
tion to preserving our
rich cultural heritage.
Moreover, he empha-
sized that such occa-
sions foster teamwork,
as students collaborate
across disciplines and
backgrounds, learning
the value of cooperation
and synergy. Dr. Tripathi
further highlighted that
these festivals provide a
platform for students to
step out of their comfort
zones, explore new inter-
ests, and unveil different
facets of their personali-
ties, contributing to their
holistic development and
growth. He further stated
that improvement in vet-
erinary facilities is need
of the hour to control zoo-
notic diseases.

Prof. Rajesh Katoch,
the Patron of the Orga-
nizing Committee and
Dean of the Faculty of
Veterinary Sciences &
Animal Husbandry, wel-
comed the dignitaries
and outlined the diverse
array of events compris-
ing Vet Fest 2K24. These
include Literary events

(Debate, Story Writing,
Mad — Ad, Ship Wreck,
Quiz and Youth Parlia-
ment), cultural events
(Dance, Music ,Theatre)
, Photography, Flower
Decoration, besides vari-
ous Sports Events (indoor
and outdoor games viz.
Badminton, Chess, Table
Tennis, Carom, Cricket,
Basket Ball, Volley Ball,
Tug of War, 50 & 100
meter Races).

Dr S K Gupta, Registrar,
SKUAST-Jammu and
Dr Sudhakar Dwivedi,
Dean Students Welfare,
SKUAST-J also shared
their views on the occa-
sion.

The event witnessed
the presence of several
esteemed guests, includ-
ing Dr. Rajinder Peshin,
Director Education; Dr.
Amrish Vaid, Director
Extension; Dr S E H Rizvi,
Dean, Faculty of Basic
Sciences; Dr J S Soodan,
Dean, Faculty of Dairy
Technology; Dr Sanjay
Khar, Director (Planning
& Monitoring); Dr. M.S.
Bhadwal, Controller of
Examination; Dr Hema
Tripathi, Associate Direc-
tor Extension; HoDs and
Veterinary faculty staff
members. Non-teaching
staffs also attended the
function with full zeal and
enthusiasm.

Undergraduate and
Postgraduate Veterinary
students from the Faculty
of Veterinary Sciences &
Animal Husbandry (F.V.
Sc & A.H.) will be active-
ly engaged in a diverse
array of competitions
spanning sports, cul-
tural showcases, literary
endeavors, and fine arts
exhibitions from the 8th
to the 10th of May, 2024,
as integral participants of
the Fest.

Dr H.R Bhardwaj, Orga-
nizing Secretary of VET
FEST 2K24 extended
formal vote of thanks.
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Air India express cancels

over 80 flights on cahin

crew woes; Hundreds of

passengers stranded at
Airports

especially after the start of the process
to merge AIX Connect, formerly AirAsia
India, with itself.

The sources also said there was chaos
at some airports due to the sudden can-
cellation of flights, including to overseas
destinations.

The airline is to operate 360 daily flights
during the summer schedule that started in
the last week of March.

“A section of our cabin crew has reported
sick at the last minute, starting last night,
resulting in flight delays and cancellations.

“While we are engaging with the crew
to understand the reasons behind these
occurrences, our teams are actively
addressing this issue to minimise any
inconvenience caused to our guests as a
result,” the Air India Express spokesperson
said in a statement.

Apologising to the customers for the
“unexpected disruption”, the spokesperson
said those impacted by the cancellations
will be offered a full refund or complimen-
tary rescheduling to another date.

Late last month, a union representing a
section of the Air India Express cabin crew
alleged that the airline is being misman-
aged and there is a lack of equality in the
treatment of the staff.

Air India Express Employees Union
(AIXEU), a registered union, which claims
to represent around 300 cabin crew mem-
bers, mostly seniors, had also alleged that
mismanagement of the affairs has affected
the morale of the employees.

The development at Air India Express
comes a month after Tata Group full-ser-
vice carrier Vistara witnessed pilot woes,
forcing it to temporarily cut down capacity
by 10 per cent or 25-30 flights daily.

On Wednesday, a woman passenger,
who was to travel from Kannur to Sharjah
with twin babies and her husband on an Air
India Express flight, said she has to rejoin
work on May 9, but the airline was offering
her a flight from Kochi only on May 10.

“What would be the point in me travelling
on May 107? If | do not reach there before
May 9, my boss will say not to come and |

will Tose my job,” she told the media.

“Guests flying with us today are request-
ed to check if their flight is affected, before
heading to the airport,” the airline spokes-
person said.

As part of consolidating its airline busi-
ness, Tata Group is merging Air India
Express and AIX Connect, as well as Vis-
tara with Air India.

| Search operation to
track down terrorists
enters ath day

have also been put up in Surankote, they
said.

According to the officials, 26 persons
have been detained for questioning and
the authorities are reviewing some CCTV
footage for leads.

The search operation by the security
forces, launched on Tuesday, is also under-
way in Sada and Kandi areas of Rajouri
district, they said.

anklets to monitor hailed

“The GPS anklet will be used to moni-
tor the movement of the drug peddler and
ensure that he doesn’t violate the bail con-
ditions,” a police statement said.

Baramulla has become the second district
in Kashmir to introduce the use of GPS
tracker anklets on drug peddlers. Kupwara
had recently become the first district in
valley to install GPS anklets on bailed out
narcotics accused.

Astraleneca withdraws

COVID-19 vaccine world-

wide, cites commercial
reasons

rare cases, cause TTS”.

TTS which stands for Thrombosis with
Thrombocytopenia Syndrome has been
associated with at least 81 deaths in the
UK and hundreds of serious injuries. More
than 50 alleged victims and grieving rela-
tives have filed a lawsuit against AstraZen-

eca in a High Court case.

AstraZeneca has insisted that the deci-
sion to withdraw the vaccine is not related
to the case or admission that it can cause
TTS and termed the timing a pure coinci-
dence, according to The Telegraph report.

“We are incredibly proud of the role
Vaxzevria played in ending the global
pandemic. According to independent esti-
mates, over 6.5 million lives were saved in
the first year of use alone and over three
billion doses were supplied globally. Our
efforts have been recognised by govern-
ments around the world and are widely
regarded as being a critical component
of ending the global pandemic,” The Tele-
graph quoted AstraZeneca as saying.

In a statement, the pharmaceutical giant
said, “As multiple, variant Covid-19 vac-
cines have since been developed, there
is a surplus of available updated vac-
cines”, adding that it has led to a decline
in demand for Vaxzevria, which is no longer
being manufactured or supplied, The Tele-
graph reported.

It further announced its decision to initiate
the withdrawal of the marketing authori-
sations for Vaxzevria within Europe. The
company said, “We will now work with
regulators and our partners to align on a
clear path forward to conclude this chapter
and significant contribution to the Covid-19
pandemic.”

Last week, AstraZeneca reiterated its
commitment to patient safety while empha-
sising the vaccine’s overall safety profile.

An AstraZeneca spokesperson had
stated, “Our sympathy goes out to anyone
who has lost loved ones or reported health
problems. Patient safety is our highest pri-
ority, and regulatory authorities have clear
and stringent standards to ensure the safe
use of all medicines, including vaccines.”

This comes in the wake of a recent admis-
sion by AstraZeneca, the pharmaceutical
company, that its Covid vaccine Covishield
and Vaxzevria “can, in very rare cases,
cause Thrombosis Thrombocytopenia Syn-
drome (TTS).”

Despite these rare occurrences, the
pharmaceutical company maintained that
extensive clinical trial data and real-world
evidence consistently support the vaccine’s
safety and efficacy. Regulatory agencies
worldwide continue to assert that the ben-
efits of vaccination outweigh the risks of
such extremely rare side effects.

PWD officers for favoring
contractor

vide advertisement dated 29.05.2018 in
the rate list @ 430/sgm just to facilitate the
contractor Avikash Choudhary in getting
allotment of contract. The officers/officials
of PWD (R&B) Division-lll Jammu pre-
pared the advertised rate list by incorporat-
ing 50mm premix Bituminous Macadam
base course which was not kept in DPR.

It surfaced during the course of verifi-
cation that L1 Bidder namely contractor
Avikash Choudhary quoted the rate of Rs.
4.30/sgm for Bitumious Macadam (BM)
against advertised rate of Rs. 430/sgm
and Rs. 0.50/kg for reinforcement of RCC
work against Rs.60/kg. The rates quoted
by the contractor were abnormally low
and unworkable. The contractor did not
execute these abnormally low rate items
at site especially Bituminous Macadam
(BM) whose allotted amount was Rs.
82,775/- against advertised amount of Rs.
82,77,500/-. It surfaced from the adver-
tised rates that the rate quoted for 25mm
OGPC (Open Graded Premix Carpet) was
Rs. 270/sgm and for 50mm Bituminous
Macadam was Rs. 430/sgm, but the rate
quoted by contractor as well as in the allot-
ment is Rs. 4.30/sgm for 50mm Bituminous
Macadam (BM) and Rs. 275/sqm for 25
mm OGPC.

In this way, the concerned officers/offi-
cials of PWD Division-lll Jammu namely
Bikram Singh then Executive Engineer
and Gurcharan Singh, then AEE in league
with contractor helped in releasing the
performance security/additional security
deposit kept for unbalanced bid which was
supposed to be released after successful
completion of work.

It further surfaced during the course of
verification that then Executive Engineer,
Bikram Singh and then AEE Gurcharan
Singh too recommended for post facto
sanction for an additional cost of Rs.
86,88,925/- against the original allotment
of Rs. 1,82,89,075/-. Subsequently then
Chief Engineer issued the post facto allot-
ment/approval for already executed excess
work amounting Rs. 86,88,925/- by violat-
ing codal formalities, rather than inviting
tender for the same. The discrepancies
in light of rate, excess quantity and other
violation of allotment/agreement even were
not highlighted by then Head Draftsman
Sundesh Kumar Kotwal & Sumer Singh

as well as Draftsman Shiv Darshan Singh
Jamwal & Atul Sharma. The concerned
officers/officials of PWD (R&B) Division-IIl
Jammu, by abuse of their official positions
and in league with beneficiary contrac-
tor Avikash Choudhary, conferred undue
pecuniary benefit upon him just for their
ulterior motives.

Further investigation of the case is going
on.

Supreme Court to pass

order on interim hail to

Arvind Kejriwal on May
10

Bela M Trivedi, made the remark after
Additional Solicitor General SV Raju, who
was appearing for the Centre in a matter
related to Goods and Services Tax, sought
clarification on the listing of Kejriwal’s plea.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader was
arrested on March 21 and is currently
lodged in Tihar Jail under judicial custody.

On May 7, the bench, also comprising
Justice Dipankar Datta, had reserved its
verdict on interim bail to Kejriwal.

The two-judge bench had risen without
pronouncing order on granting Kejriwal
interim bail to enable him to campaign in
the Lok Sabha election.

The bench had reserved its decision after
hearing the arguments put forth by senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi and Additional
Solicitor General SV Raju, who appeared
for Kejriwal and the Enforcement Director-
ate, respectively.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, who
also appeared for the probe agency, had
staunchly opposed showing any leniency
to Kejriwal on account of the Lok Sabha
polls and said granting interim bail to the
AAP national convenor would amount to
creating a separate class for politicians.

The bench has divided the hearing on
Kejriwal’s petition against his arrest into
two parts.

His main petition challenges his arrest
by the ED and seeks it to be declared as
illegal, while the second aspect pertains
to grant of interim bail keeping in mind the
ongoing Lok Sabha polls.

The court reserved the order on the issue
of grant of interim bail.

On Tuesday, a Delhi court extended Kejri-
wal’s judicial custody in the money launder-
ing case till May 20.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: South
Indian Bank has entered
into an alliance with
Northern Arc Capital.
This association has
been formalized through
the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MOU) underscoring
the commitment of both
institutions to a mutually
beneficial partnership.

The partnership is
aimed at exploring and
maximizing business
opportunities through
combined efforts in the
areas of loan origina-
tion, underwriting, dis-
bursement, collection,
and reconciliation pro-
cesses.

The alliance will focus
on co-lending and part-
nership lending activi-
ties, as well as facilitate
seamless loan transfers
between banks and
originators.

The partnership signi-
fies a shared commit-
ment to harnessing syn-
ergies, expertise, and
resources to enhance
the efficiency and
effectiveness of lending
operations.

T

By joining forces,
South Indian Bank and
Northern Arc Capital
aims to capitalize on
emerging market trends,
diversify their portfolios,
and provide innovative
financial solutions to a
broader customer base.

The partnership will
enable South Indian
Bank to leverage nPOS,
Northern Arc’s propri-
etary technology plat-
form for co-origination,
co-lending and pool
buyouts, and to seam-
lessly connect with mul-
tiple originators for loan
origination, underwrit-
ing, disbursement, and
reconciliation abilities.

P R Seshadri, MD and
CEO, South Indian Bank

said, “This alliance with
Northern Arc Capital
serves as a compel-
ling testament to our
unwavering commit-
ment to innovation and
sustained growth. As
we unite our respec-
tive strengths, our col-
lective aim is to forge
a formidable presence
in the financial sector.
This collaboration is
poised not only to drive
enhanced value for our
customers but also to
create tangible benefits
for our stakeholders. By
leveraging the synergies
inherent in this alliance,
we look forward to pio-
neering innovative solu-
tions and setting new
benchmarks within the

dynamic landscape of
the financial industry.”

Ashish Mehrotra, MD
& CEO, Northern Arc
Capital Ltd, shared his
perspective on the part-
nership, stating, “We
are delighted to part-
ner with South Indian
Bank in advancing their
digital initiatives. nPOS
is tailored to cover
the full gamut of retail
asset classes. With the
ability to handle large
number of loans, per-
sonalized offerings,
and an intuitive user
interface, nPOS aims to
simplify the interactions
amongst borrowers,
originators, and lenders.
The extensive reach of
South Indian Bank cou-
pled with Northern Arc’s
experience in structured
finance aims to create a
powerful synergy. By
joining forces, South
Indian Bank and North-
ern Arc Capital aims to
capitalize on emerging
market trends, diversify
their portfolios, and pro-
vide innovative financial
solutions to a broader
customer base.”

The other notewor-
thy attendees at the

MOU signing ceremony
included Ramesh U,
DGM & Zonal Sales
Head — Corporate, South
Indian Bank, Prashant
George Tharakan, AGM
& Head — Investor Rela-
tions, South Indian
Bank, Prajin Varghese,
AGM & Regional Head
— Mumbai, South Indian
Bank, Amit Mandhanya,
EVP, Direct Origination,
Northern Arc, Sandhya
Dhawan, EVP- Markets,
Northern Arc, Geetu
Sehgal, Chief of Staff,
Northern Arc, Sumant
Paul, Sr. VP - Markets,
Northern Arc reflecting
the collective commit-
ment to this association.

The partnership
between South Indian
Bank and Northern Arc
Capital is expected to
foster an ecosystem
that encourages innova-
tion and facilitates the
smooth flow of credit
across various sec-
tors. Both institutions
are confident that this
alliance will not only
strengthen their market
positions but also con-
tribute significantly to
the growth of the finan-
cial industry.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Vishal
Khatri Sabha on Wednes-
day organized 21st Bhan-
dara at Utterveni on
Vaishakha Amavasya by
President Devender Seth.
Large number of people
participated in the reli-
gious event.

Amavasya is new moon
day in Hindu calendar. It
is significant day as many
rituals are performed only
on Amavasya Tithi. Ama-
vasya falling on weekday
Monday is known as Som-
vati Amavasya and Ama-
vasya falling on weekday
Saturday is known as
Shani Amavasya.

All Amavasya days
are appropriate to per-

form Shraddha rituals to

appease ancestors. Ama-
vasya day is also appro-
priate day to perform
Kalasarpa Dosha puja.
After payers and rituals,
Seth prayed for peace in
J&K and said that such
events bring people
closer to each other.He
said Sabha is committed
to strengthen their resolve
and continue to serve
community regularly.
Seth urged people to
stay connected to their
roots and continue to
observe such rituals in a
big way that is aimed at
strengthening our cul-
ture and heritage. We in
Jammu and Kashmir UT
are very much connected
to roots and such rituals

Vishal Khatri Sabha organizes
21st Bhandara at Utterveni to
mark Amavasya

had always been our way
of life, he asserted he
added.

He said historically
rich Jammu has many
temples, palaces, water
bodies and buildings that
if developed can become
places of attractions for
visitors from all over the
country.

He laid stress upon the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir to strengthen
the bond of unity, harmony
and peace for welfare of
the Union Territory.

Seth said that the soci-
ety has to grow in unison
and spirit of solidarity by
isolating all those creat-
ing division, either due to
ignorance or for vested
interest. For this, he high-
lighted the crucial need
of imbibing the spirit of
selflessness and righ-
teousness, corner-stone
of every religion, saying
unity and tranquility alone
will help in isolating such
forces.

“We have to fight col-
lectively to all those who
promote hate, which is not
in consonance of our plu-
ralistic ethos”, he said and
urged the people, espe-
cially youth, to come for-
ward and play their useful
role in this regard.

He said religious polar-
ization is dangerous for
the sensitive state like
Jammu and Kashmir.

LFO-BHF, Talla Jewellers unite to  Nehru, Congress wasted India’s crucial time by

restore home devastated by fire

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: In a
compassionate act of
community service, Live
For Others - Being Help-
ful Foundation (LFO-
BHF) and Talla Jewel-
lers, has come to the aid
of a family whose home
was ravaged by fire in
Gorkha Nagar.

Upon hearing of the
family’s plight, LFO-BHF
and Talla Jewellers took
swift action to renovate
the house, restoring it to
its original condition.

Their efforts included
painting the house, rein-
stalling electrical appli-
ances, and replacing
wooden doors and win-
dows, as well as other

“We believe in giving
back to our community,
and this collaboration
with LFO-BHF allowed
us to make a tangible
difference in the lives of
this family. It’s our duty to
extend a help to those in
need,” he said.

Vivek Parihar, CEO &
Director of LFO-BHF,
also expressed apprecia-
tion for the media’s role
in spreading the news
of this family’s situation
and bringing attention to
the case. Social media
and press media play a
critical role in our soci-
ety, providing important
information and mobiliz-
ing support for those in
need.

The widespread cover-
age allowed LFO-BHF
and Talla Jewellers to
take action quickly and
efficiently, demonstrat-
ing the power of media
in bringing communities
together for a common
cause”.

implementing ‘under par’ policies: Kavinder

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8 : Criticiz-
ing Pt Jawaharlal Nehru and
the Congress party for doing
no good to India, senior BJP
leader and former deputy
chief minister Kavinder
Gupta said that ‘under par’
policies implemented by the
Congress leadership during
its over 55 years rule wasted
country’s crucial time lead-
ing to poverty, underdevel-
opment and rampant cor-
ruption.

The BJP stalwart leader
was addressing party’s
Shakti Kendra Parmukhs
and booth agents besides

ing this mission is the best
which the citizens can do for
the nation because no other
party can serve the nation in
such a perfect manner like
the BJP Government under
the realms of PM Narendra
Modi.

He said that mistakes
committed by Pt Jawaha-
rlal Nehru are still haunting
the country, and despite
the passing of a number of
decades, the government is
finding it difficult to undo the
wrongs committed in the past
by the Congress leadership.
He said that Article 370 was
the colossal misdemeanor
by Pandit Nehru, which was

directionless steps which the
old grand party had taken
leading to the emergence
of scores of bottlenecks in
the path of progress of the
country.

Earlier District President
Rekha Mahajan also thanked
the party activists for showing

exuberance and outstanding
commitment to bring voters
to polling booths and ensure
people become aware of
every single work accom-
plished by BJP and party’s
future plans for the welfare
of masses and development
of India in general and J&K

in particular. Others present
during the meeting include

Vinay Gupta, Narinder
Koki, Pushpinder Singh,
Surjeet Singh Pappu, Ashok
Khajuria, Sat Chowdhary,
Bharat Bhushan, Rahul
Kumar, Rachit Khosla and
Sandeep Gupta.

Bawa Surgal Bhandara
organlsed in Domana

Top News Report

to Baba

obeisance
Surgal and sought his

rewards and does not
harm anyone but when
someone commits a
mistake, he gets very
angry and does not for-
give quickly. Nowadays
many people have made
shrines of Baba Surgal Ji
in their homes and wor-
ship him. Baba Surgal ji
is a very pure god and
never sacrifices a goat.
Prominent among
the devotees who par-
ticipated in the Bhan-
dara included Sarpanch
Madan Lal, Subedar

The fire, caused by an essential household Members who provided the activists, who worked finally scrapped by the Modi JAMMU. M . .

’ . ’ , ay 8: A blessings for the well- : :
electrical short circuit, items. their support and strength with extreme dedication Government. He said that Bhandara of Bewa being S ther famiios Gunni Ram (Retd), Havil-
left the house severely Speaking on behalf in this cause were Vishal, during run up to the election to describe the mistakes Surgal was organised at and then partook par: dar Bhupinder Singh
damaged with no one of Talla Jewellers, Shruti, Kunal, Sahil, and on the polling day. He by the Congress party, one (Retd), Ram Saran,

present at the time. The
affected family, who had
worked their entire lives
to build their home, lost
everything in the blaze.

CEO Kashish Gupta
expressed her gratitude
for the opportunity to
support the family during
their time of need.

Samar, Jyoti, Shubam,
Stuti, Babita, Navya,
Kashish Katoch, Diya,
Kashish, Kaashvi, Love-
kesh, Sahil and others.

expressed gratitude to the
BJP activists for showing grit
and determination for ensur-
ing the success of party in
the Lok sabha polls as fulfill-

World Red Cross Day celebrated at JMCM Hall Gandhi Nagar

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: On the
occasion of World Red
Cross Day, a special pro-
gramme was organized
on Wednesday at Justice
Mehr Chand Mahajan
Hall, Gandhi Nagar, here
to commemorate the Birth
Anniversary of the Found-
er of Red Cross Moment
Henry Dunant, the recipi-

WELCOME

Red Cross Rules passed

be in the past and how b|g

students from Schools
who participated in differ-
ent events on the Theme
of the year.

B.R. Sharma, State
Election Commissioner
greeted everyone for the
World Red Cross Day
which is very pious day
today. In his address,
he highlighted the very
importance of IRCS and
said that there is always

needs a voluminous account
as the list is endless, com-
prising gross mistakes. He
said no other party or indi-
vidual would have taken such

Domana today in which a
large number of devotees
hailing from different cor-
ners par- ticipated.
Devotees first paid

shad from the Langar.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chela Bodh Raj
Kaith said, Baba Surgal
ji is a very cool God of

R.L.Kaith, Thoru Ram
Mandi, Darshan Lal
Tugga, Prakash Chand,
Chaman Lal, Bishan Lal
and Jeet Lal.

GDC Thannamandi celebrates
World Red Cross Day

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, May
8: The NSS Unit in col-
laboration with NCC and
Red Cross Units, and
Red Ribbon Club under
the aegis of IQAC of GDC
Thannamandi celebrated

its inception in 1863. He
emphasized upon the
need for greater aware-
ness among youth and
students about Red Cross
to get inspiration from its
works to contribute effec-
tively at local level and in
nation building at large.

audience to the unsmooth
and full of ordeals life’s
journey of Henry Dunant,
he explained how a man
through his dedication,
commitment and vision
enshrined in the spirit of
Humanity amidst inhu-
manity laid the foundation

Earlier, Dr. Shiraz
Ahmed, Convener Red
Cross and Nodal officer
of Red Ribbon Club of
GDC Thannamandi intro-
duced the audience about
the programme. Prof.
Asif Aijaz Lone, Head
Department of Physics

ent of First Noble Peace by Parliament in 2017 and and important this organi- a need of m(?rt\e/alnd more Earth Day as part of Viksit Henry Dunant, founder of Red Cross and shared and NSS Officer con-

Prize. adopted on 27th May, zation is and can be help- true team of Volunteers ' . ize i i
Jugal Mahajan, Senior 2022 by the present LG ful in minimizing the suf- willing to undertake wel- ?I;arat@47 Sankalp here IOft'Re'd (ijrotis vy:o re\]:O tEr)1e '\,lo?bﬁl Prlzle in 190|1'. ?hucted the proceedr:ngs of

most Life Member and Govt. and J&K, UT Red ferings of the marginalized fare activities selflessly ocay. utionized the ldea or a r. Ashaq also expli- € programme whereas

elected Member of the
newly elected team of
IRCS welcomed B.R.
Sharma, State Elec-
tion Commissioner and
Former Chief Secretary
of J&K State, the Chief
Guest, dignitaries and
Guests.

He also shared his
views about how and
others used to volunteer
ourselves for helping the
poor needy.

Dinesh Gupta, Patron,
IRCS and elected Chair-
man of IRCS, Jammu
briefed about this very
PIOUS International
Humanitarian Organiza-
tion known for helping,
sick, wounded and the
poor lot of Society. He
also explained about New

Cross. Various Ways and
means to make it relevant,
vibrant and acceptable to
the people of J&K as a
First Responder were also
discussed.

Padma Shri Dr. Jatinder
Udhampuri, two times
Member of the State
Managing Committee of
Red Cross, J&K through
a poem conveyed about
various kinds of Welfare
Activities earlier being
undertaken by the Red
Cross in J&K.

Seema Khajuria, Former
Senior Additional Advo-
cate General and many
times Member of the
Managing Committee
of J&K State Red Cross
talked about how vibrant
Red Cross Society used to

section of Society besides
other poor needy.

Maj. Gen.(Retd.) S.K.
Sharma also shared his
good experiences with
Red Cross in the past
and briefed how the
Red Cross, Jammu ear-
lier adopted a village and
helped them a lot.

Lt. General Rakesh
Sharma (Retd.) and Pres-
ident Ex-Servicemen
League, J&K also in his
address briefed that Indian
Red Cross Society is such
a Pious Organization that
poor needy always looks
as a savior and with a bit
hope.

Prizes were also given
by Distinguished Guests
to the Winner students of
Degree Colleges, Winners

and the New Red Cross
Rules Passed by Parlia-
ment in 2017, adopted in
J&K in 2022 are steps in
right direction because the
Government functionaries
can’'t find much time as
Red Cross is a full time job
and the Administration as
well as Key Functionaries
of Civil Society must help
each other in minimizing
the sufferings of Human-
ity.

He also said now a day’s
hardly we find good Vol-
unteers and wherever
whenever we get them,
they must be encouraged
by the administration and
other well meaning people
of the Society to work in
coordinated manner which
is the very important.

On this occasion an
impressive program on
this year’s World Red
Cross Day Theme “I give
with joy, and the joy |
give is a reward” under
the patronage of Prof.
(Dr.) Farooq Ahmed,
Principal of College, in
which Dr. Nazakat Hus-
sain, Head Department
of History was a Special
Guest whereas Dr. Ashaq
Malik, IQAC Coordinator
and Head, Department
of Botany, a resource
person.

Prof. Farooq Ahmed
highlighted the role of the
Red Cross in the humani-
tarian sector and protec-
tion of human rights since

neutral organization to
provide care to wounded
soldiers which is now a
world’s most influential
organization not only to
address humanitarian
crises in war times but
render diverse activities
from disaster manage-
ment to health care, he
added.

Dr. Ashaqg Malik, through
his interactive PowerPoint
presentation briefed the
audience about history,
relevance, working and
contributions of the Red
Cross that has been the
recipient of three Nobel
Peace Prizes, first in
1917, and again in 1944
and 1963. While taking

cated the International
Humanitarian Law based
on the book “A Memory
of Solferino (1862) and
subsequently “Geneva
Convention of 1864, and
presence of Red Cross
in India since 1920 and
Jammu and Kashmir
since 1947. Dr. Nazakat
also spoke on the occa-
sion. He explained how
students and youth espe-
cially NSS volunteers
and NCC Cadets can
get involved in collabora-
tive works of Red Cross
at regional, national and
international level by
extending volunteerism
that will be a true tribute to
this great philanthropist.

Prof. Altaf Hussain, Head
Department of Education
and ANO-NCC presented
formal vote of thanks.

Prominentamong others
present on the occasion
were Dr. Abdul Haque
Naimi, Rakesh Puri, Dr.
Nazar Ul Islam, Dr. Goher
Igbal, Dr. Junaid Ahmed,
Dr. Gulshan Bhat, Prof.
Fatima Parveen, Dr. Ather
Aziz Raina, Prof Rumy
Dar, Anuj Bali, Prof.
Rizwana, Dr. Nagina,
Dr. Sarfaraz Mirza, Dr.
Arshad Khan, Dr. Salim
Javaid, Dr. Nisar Bhat,
Dr. Mohd Javaid, Dr.
Nusrat Farooq, Dr. Wahid
Ahmed Qazi and Farid
Ahmed.
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India women eye T20I series clean-sweep
against Bangladesh

The 5th and final T20 International starts at 3.30 pm on Thursday

SYLHET (BANGLADESH),
May 8 (Agencies): The Indian
women’s cricket team would
look to complete a 5-0 series
whitewash when it faces a van-
quished Bangladesh in the fifth
and final T20 International of
a weather-hit series here on
Thursday.

The Indian bowlers have out-
performed the batters, though
two matches out of the four have
been curtailed due to inclement
weather. In the second match,
India were to chase just 29 runs
from 5.2 overs, and the batters
got less overs to score.

Across four matches, India
have only one fifty to show, by
Shafali Verma (51) in the first
match. Smriti Mandhana has a
highest of 47 and skipper Har-
manpreet Kaur has managed a
best knock of 39 so far.

The performance does not
reflect well on the team’s batting
core, considering that Bangla-
desh will host the women’s T20
World Cup in October.

Mandhana and Kaur would be
looking to grab the opportunity
on Thursday and score big.

Kaur, especially, would be
looking to carry the momentum
after her 39 off 26 in the last
match on Monday, which was a

\
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14-over-a-side affair. India won
the match by 56 runs under
Duckworth-Lewis method.
Shafali has been inconsis-
tent, though she is the highest
scorer for India with 84 runs in
this series, which is one more
than Mandhana (83). Kaur has
75 runs from the four matches.
On Thursday, the Indian bat-
ters will have the last chance to
take as many lessons as pos-
sible from this tour, regarding
conditions and pitches.
Bangladesh captain Nigar Sul-
tana’s form has declined after a
half century in teh first match.
She totals 86 runs from four
matches.
Sultana will once again be the

key for Bangladesh’s fortunes
though she has not been among
too many runs after making 51
in the first match on April 28.

The Indian bowlers have,
however, done well on the slow
pitches on offer here, with left-
arm spinner Radha Yadav lead-
ing the chart with seven wickets.

She has found able support
from pacers Pooja Vastrakar
(5 wickets) and Renuka Singh
(4), and off-spinner Shreyanka
Patil (4).

Veteran Deepti Sharma has
also taken five wickets after her
fine 2/13 performance in the
fourth match on Monday.

Bangladesh’s Rabeya Khan
is currently second in the bowl-

ing chart with six wickets from
four matches. The 19-year-old
pacer Marufa Akter has also
impressed with five wickets from
four matches.

On the batting front, Bangla-
desh will bank on Sultana to
counter the experienced Indian
attack. But she will need support
from the likes of Dilara Akter and
Murshida Khatun if Bangladesh
are to snatch a consolation win.

Bangladesh’s last T20l win
over India came in 2023 at
Mirpur, and Sultana was a part
of that match.

The Teams (from):

India: Harmanpreet Kaur ©,
Smriti Mandhana, Dayalan
Hemalatha, Deepti Sharma, S
Sajana, Shafali Verma, Shrey-
anka Patil, Amanjot Kaur, Pooja
Vastrakar, Asha Sobhana, Yas-
tika Bhatia (wk), Richa Ghosh,
Radha Yadav, Renuka Singh
Thakur, Titas Sadhu, Saika
Ishaque.

Bangladesh: Nigar Sultana
(c&wk), Murshida Khatun,
Rubya Haider, Sobhana
Mostary, Shorna Akter, Shorifa
Khatun, Dilara Akter, Nahida
Akter, Sultana Khatun, Ritu
Moni, Rabeya Khan, Fahima
Khatun, Marufa Akter, Fariha
Trisna, Habiba Islam.

Rajasthan Royals captain
Sanju Samson fined 30 per
cent match fees for breaching

IPL Code of Conduct

NEW DELHI, May 8
(Agencies): Rajasthan
Royals captain Sanju
Samson has been fined
30 per cent of his match
fees for breaching the
IPL Code of Conduct
during his side’s 20-run
loss to Delhi Capitals
at the Arun Jaitley Sta-
dium here.

The offence commit-
ted by Samson, who
made 86 during RR’s
unsuccessful run chase
of 222 on Tuesday,
was not specified but

it could be for arguing
with the umpires when
he was given out after
Shai Hope took a catch
just near the boundary
ropes in the 16th over.
The question was
whether Hope’s feet
touched the boundary
ropes while taking the
catch. The third umpire
ruled Samson out but
the RR skipper was not
happy. He initially start-
ed walking towards the
pavilion, only to return
to the middle and have

some words with the on-
field umpires.

“Samson committed a
Level 1 offence under
Article 2.8 of the IPLs
Code of Conduct. He
admitted to the offence
and accepted the Match
Referee’s sanction. For
Level 1 breaches of the
Code of Conduct, the
Match Referee’s deci-
sion is final and bind-
ing,” the IPL said in a
statement.

A Level 1 offence
under Article 2.8 of the
IPL's Code of Conduct
includes “excessive,
obvious disappointment
with an Umpire’s deci-
sion; an obvious delay in
resuming play or leaving
the wicket; requesting a
referral to the TV Umpire
and arguing or entering
into a prolonged discus-
sion with the Umpire
about his/her decision.”

On April 10 also,
Samson was fined Rs
12 lakh after RR main-
tained a slow over
rate during their match
against Gujarat Titans
in Jaipur.

Kumar Sangakkara backs Rajasthan
Royals’ Sanju Samson to have a good run

for India at World Cup

NEW DELHI, May 8
(Agencies): Rajasthan
Royals skipper Sanju
Samson has made his
case to become India’s
first-choice wicket-
keeper-batsman at the
Twenty20 World Cup
in June, said Kumar
Sangakkara, the coach
of his Indian Premier
League (IPL) team.

Samson was named
in India’s 15-man squad
for the June 1-29 event
in the West Indies and
United States but the
inclusion of Rishabh
Pant means the 2007
champions have options
as they bid for a second
title.

India coach Rahul
Dravid and skipper
Rohit Sharma would
have kept an eye on
proceedings as Samson
hit 86 off 46 balls during
Rajasthan’s 20-run loss
to Pant’s Delhi Capitals
on Tuesday.

Pant scored 15 off 13
balls.

“It’s really up to Rahul
Dravid and Rohit
Sharma and how they
see the combination.
But he (Samson) has
made his case, so hope-
fully he’ll have a good
run in the World Cup,”
Sangakkara told report-
ers.

Samson has been in
good form this season,
his 471 runs in 11 games
third only to Virat Kohli
(542) and Ruturaj Gai-
kwad (541). Pant is also

among the top 10 bats-
men with 413 runs from
12 games.

“With Sanju, the big-
gest thing about this
season for him is having
a lot of clarity about the
way he should bat,”
former Sri Lanka wick-
etkeeper-batsman San-
gakkara added.

“There are certain
stages of the game that
he seems to lose a bit
of concentration, which
we've addressed from

Neeraj Chopra to compete in India for
first time since Tokyo Olympics gold

| e
\ CHOPRA
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NEW DELHI, May 8 (Agencies):
Olympic and world champion javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra will compete at
home for the first time in three years,
after confirming his participation in the
National Federation Cup, which will be
held in Bhubaneswar from May 12 to 15.
The 26-year-old superstar is expected
to go to India from Doha, where he
began his season with the first leg of
the lucrative Diamond League series
on May 10. Neeraj will compete in the
27th National Federation Cup athletics
competitions in Odisha, which will take
place from May 12 to May 15 at Bhu-
baneswar’s Kalinga Stadium. This will
be Chopra’s first domestic competition
since the 2021 Federation Cup.

“As per entries @Neeraj_chopra1 and
Kishore Kumar Jena will compete in
domestic competition starting May 12
in Bhubaneshwar,” the Athletics Fed-
eration of India tweeted. “| want to be
in best possible shape before Paris

he said.

Olympics. My training sessions have
gone off really well so far. | always lay
stress on fitness along with strength
and technique. This is the best | have
felt in a long time but | must add that
training and competition are not the
' same. When you wear the India jersey,
the feeling is different, the josh (energy)
is unbelievable,” Neeraj had said to
agency. When asked about the elusive
90-meter milestone, the 26-year-old
Neeraj reiterated that ‘distance doesn’t
matter to him. “What matters to me is
staying 100 per cent fit, being consis-
tent during the season and delivering
on the day that matters. | think there
are mistakes to fix and looking at the
increasing competition all around, one
has to keep improving. The road will
close if you think you have done it all,”

Talking about how his performance in
Tokyo indicated that his preparation for
global tournaments was going in the
right direction, Neeraj said, “I have won
medals in two World Championships,
threw my personal best (89.94 metres
at Stockholm), won a dream Diamond
League title and even defended my
gold at the Asian Games. All in all, |
have been in great space and want to
carry forward that momentum from May
onwards.”

past seasons.

“He’'s changed his
mindset about the
importance of rest and
recovery, rather than
just training all the time
and being tired mentally
and physically. The rest
is his exceptional abil-
ity.” Sangakkara said
Samson, who has been
on the periphery of the
Indian side in recent
years, had the qualities
to succeed after making
a World Cup squad for
the first time.

“He’s a special player
and when he’s fresh and
focused there’s nothing
he can’t do,” he added.
“He’s a humble, ground-
ed guy... not much on
social media. He tends
to like a lot of privacy,
cares for the rest of the
group.” “Those are great
qualities to have apart
from talent and skill. |
think he’ll be exception-
al in that group going to
the World Cup.”

IPL 2024:

Diego Maradona’s 1986 World Cup
Golden Ball trophy resurfaces; to be
auctioned in Paris

PARIS, May 8 (Agen-
cies): Diego Maradona’s
Golden Ball trophy from
the 1986 World Cup has
resurfaced. The award,
which had been miss-
ing for decades, will be
auctioned in Paris next
month, the Aguttes
house said.

Maradona, who died
in 2020 at age 60, was
awarded the trophy for
his scintillating play at
the tournament, where
he captained Argentina
in its 3-2 win over West
Germany in the final
in Mexico City. Before

that, he scored the
controversial “Hand of
God” goal and the “Goal
of the Century” in a 2-1
win over England in the
quarterfinals.

The auction house
said it expects the
trophy “to fetch millions
due to its uniqueness.

Maradona received
the award — given to
the tournament’s best
player — at a ceremony
at the Lido cabaret on
the Champs-Elysées in
1986. It subsequently
disappeared, giving rise
to rumors.

Some say it was lost
during a wild poker
game, or sold to pay off
debts, Aguttes said.

Others said Maradona
had stored it in a safe in
a Naples bank that was
robbed by local gang-
sters in 1989, when
he played in the Italian
league. According to the
story told by a reformed
member of the mafia,
the trophy was then
melted down into gold
pieces.

“A far-fetched theory,
given that it was made
of a gold-copper alloy,”
Aguttes said in its auc-
tion catalogue.

Aguttes said the
trophy reappeared in
2016 among other lots
that were acquired from
a private collection at
auction in Paris.

“It was thorough-
ly investigated and
authenticated as Diego
Maradona’s Adidas
Golden Ball trophy,”
Aguttes said.

erratic Punjab Kings in battle of survival

DHARAMSALA, May
8 (Agencies): A resur-
gent Royal Challengers
Bengaluru will look for
their fourth consecutive
victory when they face
an unpredictable Punjab
Kings as the two sides
fight for survival in the
Indian Premier League,
here on Thursday.

After a horrendous
start to the season, RCB
have managed to claw
their way back into the
tournament. They have
the winning momentum
on their side, having won
their last three games
comprehensively.

The wins have not only
boosted their sagging
morale but also taken
them to the seventh spot
in the points table.

With eight points from
11 games, RCB can still
make the playoffs if they
win all their remaining
three fixtures although
the chances are slim.

Punjab Kings too stare
at a similar situation.
They occupy the eighth
spot, having collected
eight points from 11
games.

However, between the
two—only one team can
reach the all-important
14 points mark.

Having beaten PBKS
earlier in the season and
heading to this clash
with three wins on the
trot, RCB will feel more
confident than the hosts.

Virat Kohli remains
consistent at the top,
while skipper Faf du
Plessis broke his string
of poor scores with a
belligerent knock in the
last game. Will Jacks
also impressed with a
match-winning century
against GT, and Cam-
eron Green showcased
his all-round skills with
crucial contributions in
runs and wickets against
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Their bowling depart-
ment has started click-
ing with Mohammed
Siraj, who is in India’s
T20 World Cup squad,
finally finding his rhythm.

Yash Dayal and Vijay-
kumar Vyshak also did
well against GT and
RCB will expect them
to continue in the same
vein. PBKS, on the other
hand, will be low on con-
fidence having suffered
an inexplicable batting
collapse against Chen-
nai Super Kings.

The Kings showcased
their very best and worst
against CSK. Their
bowlers were all over
the CSK batters but the
batting unit choked. It
was a example of how
Punjab’s season has
been this year—unpre-
dictable. They have
showcased their poten-
tial with away wins over
Kolkata Knight Riders,
when they recorded the

highest successful run
chase in T20 cricket,
and CSK.

However, they have
faced difficulties getting
the job done at home.
They won just one out of
five games in Mullanpur,
their main home ground.

A change in venue to
the Himachal Pradesh
Cricket Association
Stadium also didn’t go
their way in the previous
game here.

The team would hope
to end its home run on
a high but for that to
happen, the PBKS unit
has to fire in unison.

Squads:

Punjab Kings: Sam
Curran ©, Matthew
Short, Jonny Bairstow
(wk), Prabhsimran Singh
(wk), Jitesh Sharma
(wk), Sikandar Raza,
Rishi Dhawan, Liam
Livingstone, Atharva
Taide, Arshdeep Singh,
Nathan Ellis, Kagiso

The “Hand of God”
goal came when Mara-
dona punched the ball
into England’s net for
his team’s opener.
Maradona was also a
magician with the ball
at his feet and four min-
utes later, he weaved
through England’s mid-
field and defense and
then past goalkeeper
Peter Shilton for what
FIFA later declared the
greatest goal in World
Cup history.

“To say that this World
Cup had it all would be
an understatement ... it
was also, and above all,
the tournament where
Diego Maradona really
showed the world what
he could do with his
feet, and even with his
hands,” said Francois
Thierry, a sports expert
at Aguttes.

Bidders will be asked
to make a deposit
of 150,000 euros
($161,000) to participate
in the June 6 auction.

Resurgent Royal Challengers Bengaluru take on

Rabada, Harpreet Brar,
Rahul Chahar, Harpreet
Bhatia, Vidwath Kaver-
appa, Shivam Singh,
Harshal Patel, Chris
Woakes, Ashutosh
Sharma, Vishwanath
Pratap Singh, Shashank
Singh, Tanay Thyagara-
jan, Prince Choudhary,
Rilee Rossouw.

Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru: Faf du
Plessis ©, Glenn Max-
well, Virat Kohli, Rajat
Patidar, Anuj Rawat,
Dinesh Karthik, Suyash
Prabhudessai, Will
Jacks, Mahipal Lomror,
Karn Sharma, Manoj
Bhandage, Mayank
Dagar, Vijaykumar
Vyshak, Akash Deep,
Mohammed Siraj, Reece
Topley, Himanshu
Sharma, Rajan Kumair,
Cameron Green, Alzarri
Joseph, Yash Dayal,
Tom Curran, Lockie Fer-
guson, Swapnil Singh,
Saurav Chauhan.
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JAMMU, May 8: Stu-
dents of Law Department,
University of Jammu (JU)
presented party Paloo-
za, an event of farewell
cum freshers day in the
Zorawar Singh Audito-
rium of the University.

More than 300 persons
attended the function
including students, teach-
ing and non teaching staff
members of the depart-
ment.

Manju Jamwal HOD of
Law Department was the
Chief Guest . A number of
activities were performed
by the outgoing students
and freshers which
included cultural activi-
ties, poetry recitation
and certain funny games
which were applauded by
students and staff.

Dance items were
performed by Anushka
Bakshi, Maskeen, Pran-
jal, Ananya, Radhika and

others . Aramp show was
also organised.

The programme con-
cluded with a sooth-
ing song sung by Abid
Farooq. The title of Mr /
Ms Fresher and Final stu-
dents were also declared.
Avinash Choudhary and
Ananya Shukla of first
semester were declared
as Mr & Ms Freshers
respectively. Similarly,
Suryansh and Achyuta
Sharma of last semester

were declared as Mr &
Ms Final respectively.

The results were decid-
ed by the jury members
of the faculty comprising
of Manju Jamwal HOD
of Law Department,
Prof Sanjay Gupta, Prof
Arvind Jasrotia, Prof Raj
Sandhu, Prof Mohd Arif,
Prof Arti Sharma and Prof
Savita Nayyar of Law
Department.

Avinash Choudhary
while extending his grati-

tude on receiving Mr
Fresher Title stated that
such type of programmes
in the university help in
exhibiting spirit of main-
taining unity amongst
the student community
coming from different
shades of society.

He further expressed
that as student of the
university its our moral
responsibility to respect
& pay our regards to
our faculty members &

seniors and also work
for eradicating menace
of drug use by our youth
prevalent in the soci-
ety. The programme
was anchored by Insha,
Aneesa, Ayush and Dik-
shaya, students of Law
Department.

The final year students
welcomed the freshers
warmly and freshers bid
emotional farewell to out-
going students wishing
them good luck in their
life.

The programme was
organised by students of
Law Department.

Finally lunch was served
to the participants organ-
ised by the Food Commit-
tee headed by Atul Singh
Kattel, Ashwani Sharma
&Manik Goswami.

The students before
departing at the end
of the event enjoyed in
group dance to the tune
famous Punjabi music.

Suniya honoured with
Honourary Ph.D

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Suniya
honoured with honorary
Ph D for his remarkable
work in “Importance
of good touch and bad
touch in self-protection
and alertness through girl
education”.

He continued his stud-
ies while living a life of
struggle in a small village
with great difficulties and
hardships. While serv-
ing the education world
for 25 years, he obtained
master’s degrees in many
subjects, after that he
also completed his gradu-
ation degree in social ser-
vice in 2018. Along with
education Suniya has
such a passion for social
service that after taking
permission from the gov-
ernment, he organized
workshops, seminars,
street plays, Chaupals of

Save Girl Child in many
schools and social insti-
tutions, due to which he
was also made the Brand
Ambassador of Save Girl
Child Campaign.

After that, he gave
information about good
touch and bad touch to
more than one lakh girls.
He also performed many
street plays at public
places, bus stands, rail-
way stations, Chaupals,
Chaupals. District Collec-
tor Neemuch also praised
this work and honoured

him on Republic Day.

Suniya continued the
same sequence and is
also doing a master’s
degree in social service.
It is known that Suniya
has achieved excellent
marks by giving depart-
mental examination.

He has also served in
CM Rice School. Suniya
has also been the district
in-charge of Bharat Scout
Guide, Madhya Pradesh,
District Neemuch.

Along with the state
level training counselor
course, he has also been
the camp director of state
level yoga training in
Bharat Scout Guide.

During the Corona
period, along with gov-
ernment service, he has
also served as a social
worker in Sihasth Ujjain
Haridwar. Suniya has
also done many action
researches.

World Red Cross Day celebrated at
Bhargava Degree College Samba

Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital
organizes workshop |

i

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: One
day seminar cum dem-
onstration on Infection
Prevention & Control
Education Program was
organized by Aryans
Institute of Nursing, Raj-
pura, Near Chandigarh
in association with Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospi-
tal, Mullanpur, Mohali at
Aryans Campus. Sneha,
Infection Control Nurse,
Homi Bhabha Cancer
Hospital was the Chief
Guest. S. Jeen Mexima,
Principal, Silver Oaks
College of Nursing,
Mohali & Rajinder Kaur,
Principal, Sri Guru Hark-
ishan Sahib College of
Nursing, Mohali were

Guests of Honour. Dr.
Anshu Kataria, Chair-
man, Aryans Group pre-
sided over.

Sneha elaborated that
Infection prevention and
control (IPC) is an applied
discipline that affects all
patient care activities in
healthcare settings. IPC,
including prevention of
antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), is an essential
component of healthcare
quality and patient safety.
Infection Prevention &
Control is a practical
sub-discipline of epide-
miology that’s relevant to
every health worker and
patient at every health-
care interaction.

Jeen Mexima & Rajinder
Kaur mentioned that

at Aryans

/i

Infection prevention and
control (IPC) is a scien-
tific approach that aims to
prevent healthcare-asso-
ciated infections (HAIs)
and reduce the risk of
microorganisms spread-
ing to patients, health
workers, and visitors. IPC
is based on principles
of epidemiology, infec-
tious disease, social sci-
ence, and health system
strengthening.

Nidhi Chopra, Principal,
Kamlesh Rani Vice Prin-
cipal, Aakriti Chauhan,
Deeksha, Umar, Mas-
roof, Mohsin, etc. were
present. This seminar
was attended by Aryans
Nursing students includ-
ing B. Sc. Nursing, GNM
& ANM.

Therapeutic Workshop for
Jodhamal Teachers conducted

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Jodha-
mal Public School recent-
ly hosted an Art Therapy
Workshop for its teachers,
aimed at promoting emo-
tional well-being and self-
expression. Led by the
experienced art therapists
Pooja Sharma, the work-
shop provided teachers
with a creative platform to
explore and express their
emotions.

Pooja Sharma, the
Resource Person, is a
well-known certified Neu-
ro-Linguistic Program-
ming Practitioner recog-
nized by the American
Board of Neuro-Linguistic
Programming, and a Cer-
tified Art Therapy Prac-
titioner from VIMHANS,
New Delhi. Having pur-
sued Fine Art Courses
from Central St Martins,
London which is one of the
world’s leading centres for
art and design education,
Ms Pooja Sharma is fully
equipped to train children
and adults in therapeutic
uses of Fine Arts.

During the workshop,
teachers engaged in
various artistic activities,
including drawing their
emotions using colours
and shapes, and creat-
ing collages representing

their aspirations. These
activities allowed them to
tap into their inner selves,
fostering self-awareness
and resilience.

With the novel thrust of
NEP 2020 on Art-Integra-
tion into other technical
domains, Art Education
has already made in-
roads in every educational
institution.

However, Jodhamal
School further lays bare
the therapeutic uses of
Art through this unique
workshop for teachers.
Through Art-Integration,
schools promote Art as
a tool for learning and
assessment.

However, Art, as a tool
for self-expression, pro-
viding an outlet for pent-
up emotions, leading to
mental well-being has
been an ignored use of
Art which the teachers of
Jodhamal explored in this
guided workshop.

The workshop con-
cluded with a sense
of empowerment and
renewed energy among
the teachers.

Through artistic expres-
sion, they gained valuable
insights into their emo-
tions and experiences,
creating a more support-
ive and empathetic com-
munity within the school.

Top News Report

SAMBA, May 8: World
Red Cross Day was
celebrated at Bhargava
Degree College, Samba.

During this, District
Social Welfare Depart-
ment Officer and Execu-
tive Secretary of Dis-
trict Red Cross Society
Nawab Sharif arrived as
the Chief Guest.

This program was
organized by the District
Management Commit-
tee of Red Cross Soci-
ety in collaboration with
the Distt Admin in which
Vinod Kumar, Rajneesh,
Sanjay, Mukesh, Manish,
Sapna etc. were present
from the committee side.

. -

College Principal Dr.
Netra Singh presided
over the function. During
this, children from differ-
ent departments of the
college presented their
views on Red Cross Day.

Chief Guest said in his
address that the main
objective of Red Cross
Day is to protect help-
less, injured soldiers and
civilians.

It is an international
organization and its head-
quarters is in Geneva,
Switzerland. He informed
that World Red Cross
Day was established on 8
May 1948 to commemo-
rate the birthday of Henry
Dunant. World Red Cross
Day also known as Red
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Crescent Day celebrated
as the birth anniversary of
Henry Dunant, founder of
the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross and
recipient of the first Nobel
Peace Prize.

The day serves as a
platform to raise public
awareness of the prin-
ciples of the International
Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Movement and cel-
ebrate their humanitarian
work around the world.

On this occasion, Prin-
cipal Dr. Suresh Pandita,
Dr. Dhar, Gaurav, Dar-
shan, Avinash, Rashpal
and a large number of
college children and col-
lege staff were also pres-
ent.

Shiksha Niketan School celebrates
World Red Cross Day

Neurologist Prof Satyakam Bhagavati

visits AIIMS Vijaypur

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: In a sig-
nificant event for the med-
ical community in Jammu,
Prof. Satyakam Bhaga-
vati, a distinguished Pro-
fessor Emeritus in the
Department of Neurology
from Downstate Medical
Centre, SUNY, New York,
visited the AIIMS Vijay-
pur campus on the May
6and?7.

This visit, hosted by
Prof. Shakti Gupta, the
ED and CEO of AIIMS
Vijaypur, Jammu, marked
a notable moment for the
newly established medi-
cal institution.

Prof. Bhagavati,
renowned for his exten-
sive research and exper-
tise in neuromuscular
disorders, had a packed
schedule during his
two-day visit. His activi-
ties included a thorough
inspection of the AIIMS
Jammu facilities, where
he was accompanied
by Dr. Shaurya Darbari,
Assistant Professor in
the Department of Neu-
rosurgery, along with
senior residents from the

Department of Hospital
Administration.

During his tour, Prof.
Bhagavati was briefed
on the operational readi-
ness of AIIMS Jammu,
which is poised to start
serving patients pending
the installation of essen-
tial medical equipment. A
significant highlight of his
visit was his emphasis on
the importance of digitali-
zation in healthcare. He
was pleased to learn that
the Director had already
mandated that AlIIMS
Jammu would operate as
an utterly paper-free hos-
pital from its inception.

Prof. Bhagavati also
took the time to engage
with the undergradu-
ate students residing
on campus. He walked
through the residential
areas, discussing with
students their curiosities
about medical education
in the U.S. and the evolv-
ing opportunities in India.

He told the students
that while the US was a
lucrative option for fur-
ther studies in the past,
the trend is now revers-
ing as India has facilities
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on par with any hospital
in the US.

His interactions were
not just limited to stu-
dents; he also met with
the faculty of AIIMS
Jammu. These meetings
opened discussions on
potential research col-
laborations and were
deemed highly fruitful by
all participants.

Prof. YK Gupta, Presi-
dent of AIIMS Vijay-
pur, Jammu, welcomed
him to the campus and
expressed his enthu-
siasm for developing
specialized centres of
excellence, particularly
in Neurosciences. Prof.

Bhagavati showed great
interest in this initiative
and agreed to lend his
expertise to help estab-
lish these centres where
neurosurgery, neurology,
and the basic sciences
related to neurosciences
would function under the
same roof for enhanced
teaching, research, and
patient care.

Moreover, Prof. Bhaga-
vati’s visit extended
to the clinical areas of
AlIMS Jammu, where he
met with nursing officers
from the Department of
Neurosurgery and toured
the OPD, Emergency,
and IPD complexes. His

interactions throughout
the visit underscored his
commitment to medical
education and patient
care, which resonated
well with the staff and stu-
dents of AIIMS Jammu.

At the conclusion of his
visit, Prof. Bhagavati met
with the ED and CEO
of AIIMS Jammu and
expressed his desire to
return for a more extend-
ed period in an advisory
capacity to further con-
tribute to the growth and
development of the insti-
tution.

This visit highlighted
AlIMS Jammu’s advance-
ments in infrastructure
and educational pros-
pects and set the stage
for future collaborations
that could significantly
benefit medical research
and healthcare services
in the region. The interac-
tion with the students and
faculty was particularly
valuable, as it provided
an opportunity to learn
from Professor Bhaga-
vati’'s vast experience
and explore new avenues
for research and patient
care.

Top News Report

JAMMU, May 8: Shiksha
Niketan Senior School
Jeevan Nagar Jammu
celebrated World Red
Cross Day.

The different Wings of
Shiksha Niketan con-
ducted Poster Making
Competition ,Drawing
Competition, Essay Writ-
ing Competition, Sympo-
sium Competition respec-
tively in English and Hindi
on the 2024 theme “| give
with joy, and the joy | give
is a reward”. There were
a total 200 students who
participated in this compe-
tition. 100 students from
English and 100 students
from Hindi. Students
wrote essays and drawn
Posters on the given
theme. They designed
their sheets in a very well
and creative way.

Following the Red
Cross Day theme, the
children explained each
and everything in their
respective Competitions
in which they told why we
celebrate this day and
what duty a common man

should have on this day
towards the country. This
competition was held in
Hall C & D (SNS). After
that, the essays written
and Posters drawn by the
students were evaluated
by the teachers of Hindi
and English in which the
first three positions were
taken out in each compe-
tition.

Tanisha Chib — Class
4th D, Amaraya Sharma —
3rd B and Gurnoor Singh
— Class 3rd D secured
1st, 2nd& 3rd Position in
Drawing Competition .

Madhvi Sharma — Class
6th B , Maanyata Sharma
—5th D and Tanvi Sharma
— Class 7th Abagged 1st
, 2nd& 3rd Position in
Poster Competition .

RidhiKalia- Class 10th
I, Navya Gupta- Class8th
I&Prakriti Rajput- Class
10th Ibagged 1st, 2nd&
3rd Position in Essay Writ-
ing Competition .

Anmol Manhas class
11th F, Madhavi Gupta
Class 11th X &Qurat —ul-
ainSabha 11th A secured
1st, 2nd& 3rd Position in
Symposium Competition.

The Students from
Higher Secondary Wing
& High Wing received
trophies by B.R. Sharma,
State Election Commis-
sioner and the felicitation
Ceremony held in (Chief
Justice Mehar Chand
Mahajan Hall Gandhi
Nagar Jammu) accom-
panied by Isha Sawhney
(Lecturer in English and
KomalKatoch (concerned
Activity Teacher).

Principal of SNS,
Rameshwar Mengi gave
best wishes to the stu-
dents and encouraged
them to participate in such
competitions in future.
He further said that Red
Cross Day is not only a
day, it is a symbol of integ-
rity and unity.

The Competitions were
conducted under the guid-
ance of Harish Sharma
— Headmaster of SNS,
Sudesh Rana — Incharge
of Hr. Sec. Wing, Veena
Gupta — Incharge of High
Wing, Ramanjeet Kour
— Incharge of Middle
Wing and Suman Gupta
— Incharge of Primary
Wing.
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