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Delhi HC dismisses Kejriwal’s plea: ‘ED in

Earthquake of
magnitude 3.1
strikes Kishtwar

JAMMU, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): An earthquake of
magnitude 3.7 struck
the Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday, the National
Centre for Seismology
(NCS) said.

According to the Nation-
al Centre for Seismology,
the earthquake occurred
at 4:44 pm at a depth of
10 km.

“Earthquake of Mag-
nitude: 3.7, Occurred on
09-04-2024, 16:44:04
IST, Lat: 33.31 & Long:
76.72, Depth: 10 Km,
Location: Kishtwar,
Jammu and Kashmir,”
National Centre for Seis-
mology posted on X.

Kishtwar recently wit-
nessed an earthquake on
April 7. The magnitude of
the earthquake was 3.5.

2 killed as truck
hits motorcycles
in Udhampur

JAMMU, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): Two people were
killed and as many were
injured on Tuesday when
a speeding truck hit their
motorcycles on Dhar road
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Udhampur district, police
said.

The victims, aged
between 24 and 26
years, were heading for
Sukrala Mata temple on
two motorcycles to pay
their obeisance on the
start of ‘Chaitra Navratri’
when they were hit by
the Kashmir-bound truck
near Dhudar Nallah, a
police official said.

Rohit Singh and Shub-
ham Samotra, residents
of Udhampur, died on the
spot, while the other two,
Ajay Kumar and Sunil
Kumar were injured and
shifted to hospital, he
said.

The erring driver was
arrested and a case was
registered against him, he
added.

Distt Magistrate
Leh withdraws
restrictions
effective U/$144

LEH, Apr 9 (Agencies):
District Magistrate Leh
has withdrawn restric-
tions effective under Sec-
tion 144 in the district.

“Whereas cer-
tain restrictions were
imposed under Section
144 of CrPC to prevent
any breach of peace and
disturbance to public
tranquility vide this office
Order; and whereas the
Senior Superintendent of
Police Leh has reported
in a letter that there is
no imminent apprehen-
sion of breach of peace
and public order and
has recommended that
the restrictions imposed
under Section 144 of
the CrPC may be with-
drawn,” reads an order,
a copy of which lies with
news agency Kashmir
Scroll.
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NEW DELHI, Apr 9
(Agencies): NEW DELHI,
Apr 9 (Agencies): Chief
Justice of India (CJI)
DY Chandrachud raised
concerns about the trend
of High Courts holding
judgments reserved for
prolonged periods, citing
potential repercussions
for litigants. This observa-
tion came during a hear-
ing on a case related to
arbitration proceedings,
with a bench also com-
prising Justices JB Pardi-

wala and Manoj Misra,
as reported by Bar and
Bench.

“What is a matter of
concern is judges reserv-
ing matters for over 10
months without judg-

ment. | wrote to all the
High Courts. After the
letter, | see many judges
just de-reserving matters
and listing them as part-
heard. Honestly, after that
long, the oral arguments
do not matter and judges
forget,” remarked CJI
Chandrachud.

The bench subsequent-
ly directed the concerned
High Court to expedite
the disposal of the matter.
Expressing hope that this
isn’t a widespread trend

across other High Courts,
the Supreme Court
emphasized the impor-
tance of timely resolution
to alleviate the burden on
litigants.

“We hope this is not a
trend at more High Courts
of the country. We are of
the view that releasing a
matter at this stage after it
has been heard for a sub-
stantial period compounds
the delay and plight and
legal fees of litigants...
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SRINAGAR, Apr 9
(Agencies): A minor lost
her life while her cousin
was injured after they fell
from a two storey house
in North Kashmir Bandi-
pora District Monday late
night.

An official told news
agency Kashmir Scroll
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Over 2 Lakh Expected to Gather for PM’s
Rally in JK on April 12, Claims BJP

SRINAGAR, Apr 9
(Agencies): The Jammu
and Kashmir Unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is expecting a
turnout of over two lakh
attendees for the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
rally slated to take place
in Udhampur on April
12, this year. This will
be the Prime Minister’s
3rd public rally this year
alone.

Sources said that the
much-anticipated meet-
ing with Home Minister
Amit Shah, initially slated
for April 9 in Jammu, has
been postponed. Howev-
er, political engagements
continue as a gathering
in Basohli, Kathua, has
been arranged for April
15, focusing on discus-
sions pertinent to the
Udhampur parliamentary
constituency, represent-

ed by Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh. Adding to
the political fervor, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to address
a rally in Udhampur on
April 12.

State party president
Ravindra Raina told
reporters that there is an
expected turnout of over
two lakh attendees for the
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possession of sufficient materials for arrest’

NEW DELHI, Apr 9
(Agencies): The Delhi
Court on Tuesday dis-
missed a plea by Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
challenging his arrest in
amoney laundering case.
The Court said that the
Enforcement Directorate
had sufficient materials
to arrest the Aam Aadmi
Party leader.

Hearing a plea challeng-
ing his arrest by ED in a
money laundering case
registered in connection
with the alleged liquor
policy scam, Justice

Swarana Kanta Sharma
upheld Kejriwal’'s arrest
as valid and dismissed
his petition. The Court

observed the agency was
in possession of enough
material which led to his
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ED nabs Delhi cyber fraudster
at IGI in Rs 4,978 Crore Scam

NEW DELHI, Apr 9
(Agencies): The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
has arrested Delhi-based
cyber fraudster Punit
Kumar for his role as an
important kingpin within
a syndicate responsible
for orchestrating a series
of cybercrimes and online
gaming schemes across
India between 2020
and 2024, amounting to
huge illicit gains of Rs

4,978 crore, all of which
have been siphoned off
abroad.

Also known as Puneet
Maheshwari, the cyber
fraudster, who is a
resident of Delhi’'s Moti
Nagar, was arrested on
April 3 at the arrival hall
of Terminal 3 of Indira
Gandhi International Air-
portin the national capital
while travelling from

mTurnto page 9

LS Polls: CRPF, BSF
personnel leave
Manipur for West
Bengal

WEST BENGAL, Apr 9
(Agencies): Nearly five
thousand central armed
police personnel of CRPF
and BSF will finally exit
Manipur after months of
deployment during the
unabated violence that
began in May. They will
now be on poll duty in
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Article 370 takes centre stage in 3-way
fight in Jammu and Kashmir’s Udhampur

SRINAGAR, Apr 9
(Agencies): JAMMU, Apr
9: Four years after being
revoked, Article 370 has
taken centre stage in the
poll campaign in Jammu
and Kashmir, more so in
the Udhampur Lok Sabha
constituency where Union
Minister Jitendra Singh is
seeking reelection.

The seat is seeing a
triangular fight with the
Congress fielding Choud-
hary Lal Singh and the
Democratic Progressive

Azad Party (DPAP) pit-
ting three-time ex-MLA
G M Saroori against the
BJP’s Jitendra Singh who
is vying for a hat-trick of
victory in the constitu-
ency.

Polling in Udhampur
Lok Sabha constituency
will be held in the first
of the seven-phase Lok
Sabha elections on April
19.

Lal Singh has been
seeking the support of
the electorate by accus-

ing the BJP of snatching
Jammu and Kashmir’s
statehood and special
constitutional provisions,
while Union Minister
Singh has been demand-
ing that the main opposi-
tion party clears its stand
on Article 370.
Canvassing for Saroori,
DPAP chairman and
former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad held a series
of public rallies and said
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JAMMU, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): A former police
constable wanted in a
triple murder and drug
trafficking here has been
arrested, officials said on
Monday.

According to police,
Sadeeque Ali, who
is involved in serious
crimes in various areas
of Jammu region, had
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What if we rename parts of China: Rajnath on
Beijing changing names of Arunachal areas

NAMSAI, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tues-
day criticised China for
renaming several places
in Arunachal Pradesh,
and wondered whether
a similar attempt by India
will result in those areas
of the neighbouring coun-
try becoming “parts of our
territory”.

Addressing an elec-
tion rally at Namsai in
Arunachal Pradesh East
Constituency, Singh said
China’s move to change

names of 30 places in the
northeastern state will not
change the ground real-
ity.

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

Arunachal Pradesh is
an integral part of India,
he asserted. “I want to
ask China if we change
the names of various
states of the neighbour-
ing country, will those
be parts of our territory?
Because of such activi-
ties, the relation between
India and China will dete-
riorate,” Singh said.

“We want to maintain
good relations with all our
neighbours.
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Thousands Throng
Vaishno Devi

Shrine On First Day
0f Chaitra Navratri

KATRA, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): Thousands of
devotees from across
the country thronged
the Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine in Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir as
the nine-day long ‘Chaitra
Navratri’ commenced on
Tuesday.

‘Shat Chandi Maha
Yagya’, a special havan
organised by the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB),
was performed at the holy
cave amidst the serene
aura besides other rituals
on the auspicious occa-
sion, a spokesperson of
the board said.

He said the sacred ritu-
als at the shrine, located
atop Trikuta hills, span-
ning across the Navratri
are being performed to
foster harmony, abun-
dance and good health
for all.

Anshul Garg, Chief
Executive  Officer,
SMVDSB, along with
other board members
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TENTH DAY/KRIYA

With profoand grief we inform the 2ad demise of
Smt Rama Gupta Wio Sh, Subash Gupts resdeant
of Fehar Caolony, larmmu, .
TENTH DAY will b= heid on 7th of April 20228
{Sunday] fram 11:00 &M to 12:00 Noon &t lan] Gharf
Kol Bhawan Rehart =
HRIYA will be hld an 100 of Aprl [Wednesday) at
ur residersaz H.ho. 163 near 15K Bark Rehan Cdomy
Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEM F
th Subash Gupla - Husband - i
Brother and Bhabhi SMT. RAMA GUPTA
Emi Vidho Gupta and Baddev Baj Gupta

Smt Anita Gupla W/o Late Sh, Ashok Gupta

Sh Wipas kKumar Glpta

Draughter and Son-in-law

Mrs, TanW Gupta and Mr Manik Gupla

Son= Mr. Abhilash Gupta

M/ ABHILASH DEPARTMENTAL STORE REHARI

MOB: 9858514342 6006041607, 6006100575

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grisf and somow, we regrel to inform
about he sad demise of Emt Swam Kanta Wo Lake
5h. Shiv Ram Sharma Ria H. No 34 Haghunalhpura
Jammau on 308 of March 2024,

10TH DAY will be ohserved on Aprl B (Monday) at
our residence atl T1.00 AM,

KRNA will be performed on Apnl 8 ( Tuesday) al owr
regidence at 11.00 AM

UTHALR wil be performed on April 12 (Friday) at
Mahgjian Sabha (151 Ao} Fom 4.00 B 5.00 P
GRIEF STRICKEN

S0OMN & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

5h. Reggesh Kumar & Smil Vaishno Ded
Sh. Sohan Lal & Smil Kanchan
Davghter & Son in Law

Eh. Sanjay Shama & Smi Meena

Sh. Vikas Khajuria & Smi Monka

TENTH DAY KRIYA UTHALA

With profound grief and sormow, we inform the sad
demess of olr baloved Sh. Parkash Chand Sharma
Sio Late Sh Ayodhya Ram (Monath Wals) Rio HL
MNo. 183 F Sec No 11 Nanak Nagar, Jammi
TENTH DAY will be performed on Monday
B.4 2024 at Bankey Behari Mandir Sec. 4. MNanak
Magar Mear Shiva 8 Chowk at 10,00 am
KRIYAwill be performed on Tuesday 942024 at
our residence at 12 noon.
UTHALA will be performed on Wednesday on
1042024 from dpmio Spm at Bankey Behan
Mandir Sec 4, Nanak Nagar Near Shivaji Chowi
GRIEF STRICKEN

S0M AND DAUGHTER IM LAW

DEEFAK KLIMAR. & DEFTI (84193257 7T1)

RAJAMN KUMAR & RAJMI (2419148955)
DAUGHTER AMD SOM IM LAW

REKHA AND RAJMISH SHARMA

M5 PARKASH AUTO CENTRE, S.NO 1T YARD NO 3 TPT HAGAR JAaMML.
SHIVE MOTOR YARD MO 7, TPT HAGAR JAMMU

10TH DAY

With profound gref this is o inform that our
beloved Sh Vijay Kumar S/o Late Sh
Miranjan Math Bhat Onginally resident of
Batergam Kupwara and presently residing
al H.Mo 407 Sector 2 Vinayak MNagar Muthi
has suddenly left for haavenly abode on
April 1, 2024
TENTH DAY will be performed an 10th of
April 2024 (Wednasday) at 830 am at
Muthi Ghat near Drectorate of School
Education Jammu.

GRIEF STRICKEM

Smit Salachna Bhat [(Wife)

(Son & Daughter in-law)

Mr\Vishal Bhat and Mrs. Varsha

Mizz. Vibha Bhat (Daughter)

MrAjay Bhat & Mrs Sureeta Garco (Brother & Babhi)
(SISTERS & BROTHER IN-LAWS)

Mrs. Sarta Pandita & Mr Bavindar Fandita

Mrs_ Kiran Sopori Wio Late Sh 8 K. Sopon

Grandson - Shivin

M.No 8070711001, 8419355136

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA

With Profound gnefl and sormow, we inform the sad
demise of our beloved Smit Savifri Wio Late Sh.j
Shiv Ram Rio 13/83 Opp. District Hospital
Udhampur, who left for heavenly abode on
20420024

10TH DAY will be performed on 10th April 200048
Wadnesday at owr rasidenca at 114AM. 1
[Eriva will be performed on 11 April 20024 Thursday
at Davika Ghat

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Emit Vijay Sharma

& Late Sh Bansi Lal Sharmma

Smit Santash Sharma

& Sh Ashok Kumar Shama

SmtAnta & Sh Sudershan Sharma{SKB)

Smit Kushla Sharma & Late Sh Kailash Sharma

Lata Smit Veana Shama & Sh Brnj Mohan Sharma
Paryath Family
Phn- 9419704299, T780823346

P, s

Shri Kamiash Chander Sharma

SMT SWARN KANTA

Devar & Devrani

Eh. Radhey Sham & SmiLeela Devi

Sh_ Vinod Kumar

Wobdle Mo 8419141832 TODGEI 003, TOOBODIE14

SH. PARKASH CHAND
SHARMA

SH VIJAY KUMAR

i s

Smt Savitri

TENTH DAY/ KRIYA/
RASAM PAGRI

With Probund gnef and samow, we inform the
sad demise ol ouwr beloved SMT SUDESH
KUMARI Wio Lake Sh. Sudesh Humar Rio

Kallar Udhampur, who left for heavenly abode = g
on 281032024, s, of
10TH DAY wil be performed on G April 2024 al]  quell

11 AM, KRIYA will be perfomed cn Th Apil 2024 ¢ %
at 12 Noon & RASAM PAGRI wil be perfomed
on 12th April 2024 fom 3 pm ko 4 pm, al our res-

idence H Mo 1837, W No. 21, Kallar Udhampur

Grief Stricken:

Vinny Bhargav & Rifika Shama (Son & Daughter in Law)

Or. Meenakshi Sharma & Dr. Despak Shama (Daughter & Son in Law)
Fenu Sharma & Uttam Magoira (Daughter & Son in Law)

All Bhargav Family

Contact Mo: 9906237037, 9797611 301

10TH DAY/KRIYA/
RASAM PAGRI

With profound grief and somrow,
wa inform the sad demise of our
beloved Smt Lajya Manhas W/o
Sh. Mechan Singh Manhas Rfo
256-M Street Mo. 10 Shaki Maagar,
Jammu who left for heavenly
abode on 22-03-2024.

10th Day will be performed on 7th
April 2024 at 11.00 am.

Kriya will be performed at 10th
April 2024 at 12 Moon.

Rasam Pagri will be performed
on 12th April 2024 from 3 pm o0 4 pm at our residence.

GRIEF STRICKEN
Mcohan Singh Manhas & Family
Contact Nos.: 9419206471

TENTH DAY KRIYA

Wilth profound gel and somow, we regrel fo inform the
sad demise ol h, Shiv Kumar Handoo 5/o Lake Sh.
Filamber Math Sheski original residenl of Bagh
Jogilanker, Fainawan, Srinagar-Kashmir and presenly
al H Mo S5, Tubewall Colory, Mear Mand Bab Ashram,
Laey.Oa.Bagh, Muthi-Jammu, who left for heaverly
abode on 151 day of Apal 2024

Tenth Day Heya wil be held a BMul Ghat [Mear

Drechorate of Education Olfice) an Wednesday, the
10ih day of Aprl 2024 al 8:00 AM.

GREF BTRICKEN

Sl anaaype Haredse (Y]

M Jmacan Kumsr Hexfioc oed Sk Sads [Son and Dosgh er-ind o)

W Deverdor Handao and birs Riod o jBon and Deughter -e-lam b

M= Astvaan @nd W Ranm Kehan Wanegn oo (eughbr 8 Son-ndae
Eml Meoetm ) asd 57 Bey b Bal @sler ol Broherinles)

Sl Ehants - ahd B Pustine Mall Rardan (B8 b and Brathal-n-Link)
Ma Azsrrs snd Mr Mot Sopea (0 snd Dasghler snd Seend §ondn- L)
Grand Chidres

Dhsreargay Misniciha BB anad Sacahi

Coftact Mo | -TESUEIRES, b GHEISAE Butiandasi

OBITUARY / TENTH DA

With profound gnef and somow, we nform the sad

dermise of our Mother Smt Janak Rani Wio Lake

Sh. Janki Math Rana of Hermain, Shopian

He&e nily at K-19 TRT Nagrota on 06042024
ourning is being obsered at TRT commumity

Hall Magrola

Tenth agay will be cbsarved on 150472024 tmell s

B.00 am at TRT Nagrota. ]

GRIEF STRICKEN

Son and Daughter-in-law

Sh. Chaman Lal Raina and Smi Anita Raina

Daughter and Son-in-law

Smit PLEI'EFIEI Pandita and Sh. Bans Lal Pandita

Grand Children

Miss. Meenakshi Raina

Mr. Panka| Raina

Sh. Rohit Pandita and Smt. Supriya

Miss Ruchi Pandita

Mob: 9906169061, BT16021138

FIFTH DAY

With profound grief and somow, we regret
o inform e sad demise of Sh. Sushil
Mahajani{Husband of Veana Maha an)
FIFTH DAY will be hald on T0Eh April 2024 0%
(Weadnasday) from 1030 AM to 11:00.AM atlf
FPanch Mandir Channi Himmat Sector 2|8
Jarmimils

GRIEF STRIC KEN:

Brothers in law and Sisters in Law

Sh. Sura Parkash Gupta

& Smit Santosh Gupta

Sh. Parvean Gupta ( Parvesan Fruit Agency)
President Jammu Fruit Association

Sh. Parshotam Kumar Mahajan & Smb Suman Gupta
{Farshoam Kumar & Co) BHF, J&K

Sh. Vipan Kumar & Smt Sudha Gupta

Sister in Law & Brother in Law

Smt Vijay Gupta & Sh. Madan Lal

Contact : 34191-14174, 8419138062, BEZ25024306

=

SMT SUDESH KUMARI

Smt. Lajya
Manhas

Sh. Shiv Kumar Handoo

i Smt Janak Rani

Sh. Sushil Mahajan

ouF Beoved mother Smi Shant Devl Wo Lale Sk bunshe
e Fre WHe T Han NMage naar Pre Wils Gost Hooso
LEdh armgaur wiho bl o heavenly abode on 0102820024

10k Day el bo pesformesd on Wodnesday 108 Apedl 2034
fram 11:00 Ak b0 12 Noon at Jagrb Hal { Ohdsge Homss p rear
Haad Faoal Oilos L dsarmspr

Kriya will b pardemed on Saborday 130 Spal HE4 =l
Diorwilca Gt ab 1 0o0d A0

Ras am Pagrd will ba porioemad on Saheday 135 Apnl 2024
al oar mossderce W Mo T Ham Magar near Pare Wiks Suast

Smt Shanti Devi

Sk, Memal Euras 2 Eh. Fattan Chand
Sl Sudach Koman £ Sh. Mangal Bam
Sl Wigay Kuman £ $h Bharat Brishar

Srel. Khieama & Sh ks Lal

Gramnd Chaldren

Sl Kanschon & Bh Al Gapla

Sl Sureal B Sh Pasfdher Cupls

Pratihd Mahajan, Shuham, Prabsht Asyian

TENTH DAY/13TH DAY

With profound grief and scrrow, we inform about
the sad and untimdy demise of ocur beloved

Sh. Madan Gopal Puri S/o Late Sh. Nathu Ram
Pud Rfo Ward No. 2, Opposite District Vieterinary
Hospital Court Road Kathua
10th Day shal ba held on 02-04-2034, Tuesday|
at 11:00 AM and 13th Day shall be held on
05-04-2024, Friday at our resdence.

Rasam Pagrif/ Uthala shall be perfomed on
10-04-2024, Wednesday at 1:00 PM at olr
resdence.

GRIEF STRICKEMN:-

Smit. Champa Devi ~Wife

Son & Daugh ter-in-law

Smt. Medha Anand & Sh. Vevaik Pur|
Daughter B Son-in-law

Smit. Monika Abrol & Sh. Anil Abrol

Smit. Arfl Nargoetra & Sh. Rajeey Nargotra

Late Sh. Madan
Gopal Puri
Exp. On: 24-03- 2024

Smit. Bharti Abrol & Sh. Swarn Abrol
Grand Children
Divyanshu, Lavamya, Jaisheesh, vedika, Nanamessh,
Anmol, Shaurya & Shivanya
CONTACT NO. 9419150193, 9419330272, 6006346776

10th Day, Karam Kriya and Pagdi Rasam

With profound griel and somow, we nkem he sad
demise of Smt Poll Des Wio Lale Sh Madan Gopal res-
idence Seclor-2, Laxmi Nager Muls, near Baba Laj
Mandir.

10th Day will be an 3 Aprd al 530 am,. and Satseng of
Guru Sachidanand J on 3 April a1 1100 am.
Karam Kriya wil be on 6 Apsl at 1000 am.
Pagdi Rasam wil be on 12 April at 1.00 PM
Family members

Sons & Daughters in law

Sh Sanjay Kumar & Misha Devi

Sh Sham Ry & Suman Ded

Sh Sohen Lal & Anu Radha

Sh Pawan Kumar & Anju Bala

and ALL SAJGOTRA FAMILY

Contact Ne .
0149743289, 9506973945, 9149107014, 9906045895

\We desply regret Lo inform you of the unimehy
chamiiee of cur beloved Sh. Vijay Gupta, son of Late
Sh. Barsi Lal Gupla, resident of Ward No. 1 Opp.
PwD Office, Kathua wha left for heavenly abede on
2 7-00 -202 4.
The TENTH DAY will be parformed on 05-4-2024
(Friday) from 12 Moon 1o 1 pm ol Sver Resorl near

Rado Station, EKathua.
KRIYA wil be performed an 08-4-2024 (Monday) al
our residance
UTHALA and RASAM PAGRI wil be perfarmed on
10-04-2024 {Wednesday) fram 2:00 pm o 3:00 pm [%
@t our regdence.

Grief Stricken

Smb Kamlesh Gupta (Wife)

Mr. Parka) Gupla and Mrs. Shavela Gupta (Son & Daughber-in- law)

. Dikshit Gupla and Mra. Meanu Gupta (Son-in-law and Daughter)

Mr. Raghay Mahajan & Ayushi Mahajan (Grand Son in law & Grand Daughter)
Sh. Adhok Gupta and Smi. Parvesn Gupta (Brother-in-law and Sister)

Smi Shul Gupla (Sister-in-law)

Abhay and Tarmay (Gramnd Sons)

Gupta Family

Sh. Vijay Gupta

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA | g

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE|
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR|
BELOVED SMT TARO DEWI WO SH SHAM
LAL SHARMA R/O SANTRAMORH, JAMMU.

TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED ON
APRILS, 2024 ATOUR RESIDENCE AT 10 AM
(FRIDAY). KRIYA ON APRIL 6 FROM 12
NOON ONWARDS .

UTHALA ON APRIL 10, 2024 (WEDNESDAXY).
AT 12 NOON AT OUR RESIDENCE.

GRIEF STRICKEN
SH SHAM LAL SHARMA -HUSBAND

SOMS & DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW

VISHAL SHARMA & POONAM SHARMA
SANDEEP SHARMA & NISHA SHARMA

AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF SHARMA FAMILY
19419110794 0419731351

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GREEF AND BORROAN 'WE INFORM THAT OUR
B ELOWED FATHER: SHR1 ALTAR KRESHAM TRESAL S0 LT VEDLAL
[TRESAL AP UPPER: S MAGAR, IATHUA WARD WD, 19 LEFT FOR;
HEGRENLY ABODE (o4 I1STOF PRI, 2124

1940 - | 024

[16TH DAY WILL 5E PERFORMED (W 1OTHAPRL 2024 AT BANLI
MEAR GIRL HGH SECONDARY SCHOOL. HATHUR AT S8 AM
FOLLCAWED BY MOURMING ASSEMBLY/ GATHERING AT HOME
AROUND 11.00AM

[WRIEF STRICHEN

ITRIBAL PARIVAR)

BROTHER & BHARHI

BANS LAL TRISAL A LT RUPA TRISAL (BAABU

6 STER & BROTHER M LAW

LT PHOCLAKALL BAJAVELT Wil KWL BRI

[V EEMA TRISAL & KULDEEP TRISAL [DAUGHTER B LAW & 50N

5 LN Tk TREGAL & MUWESH TRESAL {WMUFGHTER 1IN LAW & 508

5 AP TRIZAL & SUBASH TRISAL [MAUGHTER IM LAW & S0M)

P ERELTT TRISAL B ARUN TR AL [DAUGHTER M LAW & SOM)

/' RE R NANDA B ATLL NANDW (DALHOHTER & S0M W LA
[VANDA TCHOD 8 SANSY TICROO [DALGHTER & S0M W LAV
& GRANDSONS

LDy AMDA. PRASHANT MANDA, SUHLL TICEDC! WDHANSHU TRYSAL

[PAFADREH TICHOO, LOWEARYA TRISAL
GRIEFLY STRICKEN
DHAR'S , KOUL'S, RAINA'S | JALALNS, BHAN'E, GOSANI'S, BHAT'S,
BAJAJ'S, TICHOD, LANGER, THUSOOS & TRISAL'S (SAMAST PARIVAR)
CONTACT:- 7006639997, 9103294729

10TH DAY/KRIYA

‘With profound grel and somow we nlorm fhe sad demsel /
of our bedoved Shri RajKumaer Sfo Late Sh. Ram it Rio
Gaman Talab, Shakh Magar, Dhar Read, Ldhampur, whol 75
ot for hasventy abode on 310324 {
10th Dey will be performed o Jagis Oid Age Home, Noar Vg
Post Offce, Udhampur at 11-30 am on 09/042024.
J¥riya wil ba parformad at Dewka Ghat on 12042024
| Fricay) al 1100 AM

GRIEF STRIGKEMN -

SMT TARQ DEVI

SHRI AUTAR KRISHAN
TRISAL

Smi Sarita Devi (Wilke]
IMr Karan Gupla (Son)

{Daughers & Sons-in-low)
Mrs. Disha & Mr. Sahd Mahagan
Mrs Harenna & Mr.Aayush Sharma

SHRI RAJ KUMAR

Smi Areta & Sho Namsh Gupta (Sister<dn-Law & Brother)
St Satya & Sho Balbar Gupts (Siter-in-Law & Brother)
SmiLjsia & 5h. Ay Guph (Sieterdin-Lyw & Brother)
Illuhilu: BBOOSETITY, TEBFLTSSE

13TH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad
dermise of cur beloved Smt Sumitra Devi Wio
Lt Sh Dev Raj Kotwal (FOJI) Rio Larote Teh.
Ehalla, Doda AP Lower Muthi Akalpur Jammu
who laft for heavenly abode on Tuesday 26
March 2024 at 6.36 AM.

13th Day shall be periormed on Wednesday I
10th April 2024 at Home HNo. 187 Lower iy
(Muti Jammu from 9 AM onwards
Grief Stricken
Daughterdindaws & Sons

Smit Kima Dew & Satish Kumar
Smit Indu Devi & Jai Singh

St Kima Dewvi & Manoj Kumar
Smit Kunta Devi & Hansh Kumar
Miss Tanua Devi D aughter

All Kobtwal Family

7051547996, 8493831655, BT16029092, 9358510882, 9796222543

10TH DAY/ KRIYA/ KARAM |

With profound grief and sadness We
informed the unexpected demise of our
beloved father Sh. Rajinder Singh
Manhas (Kaku) on 31st March 2024,
10TH DAY will ba parformed an Tuesday,
Sth April 2024 from Tam onwards at our
rasidence Bhalwal .

KRIYA/KARAM will be parfermed on
Friday 12th Apdl 2024 al our residence
Bhalwal.

Deeply Missed and Remembered by:
Smt lshwan Manhas (Wife)

Son & Daughter in law

Bharti and Marinder Singh Manhas

Son & Daughter in law

Sheetal and Abhishek Manhas

Smit Chanchala and Lal Singh Manhas (Brother and Bhabhl)
Smit Raj Rani Wife of Late Sh_ Sagar Singh Manhas (Bhabhi)

Smt Mirmala and Jaswant Suﬁlh Manhas (Brother and Bhabhi)
Kanvar and Neera (Grand Childrens)

CONTACT NOS: 7051438384, TO06002323

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”

Late Smil Sumitra Devl
Exp. on 26 March 2024

Sh. Rajinder Singh
Manhas (Kaku)
{17.3.1951 - 3L.3.2024)
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Top News Report

SAMBA, Apr 9: Ekam
Sanatan Party’s Nation-
al President and MP
Candidate for Jammu
Lok Sabha, Advocate
Ankur Sharma, along
with his team members,
conducted a series of
public meetings in sev-
eral villages including
Tapyal, Nichala, Rattan-
pur Surala, Odh, Gurara
Jattan, Gaghwal, and
Raghu Chak.

During these gather-
ings, Advocate Ankur
Sharma emphasized the
significance of the par-
ty’s election symbol, the
Bansuri (Flute), urging
the electorate to associ-
ate it with the promise
of empowerment and

honor for Jammu Prov-
ince. He reiterated his
commitment to breaking
the longstanding under-
standing between Delhi
and Kashmiri political
classes, which has often
marginalized Jammu as a
secondary entity.

Addressing the enthu-
siastic crowds, Advocate
Ankur Sharma recount-
ed his relentless efforts
towards the betterment
of Jammu Province,
highlighting significant
milestones such as his
role in exposing the Rs
25,000 crore Land Scam
and advocating for a CBI
investigation, his legal
and political endeavours
in the Rassana Case, and
his advocacy for minority
rights in J&K.

Advocate Ankur
Sharma urged the
people of Jammu Lok
Sabha constituency,
particularly in Samba, to
vote for him by pressing
the “Bansuri” button on
the EVM. He emphasized
that every vote cast in his
favor would contribute to
Jammu’s empowerment
and signify a commitment
to addressing the funda-
mental questions of sur-
vival and existence faced
by Jammu and Dogras.

The public, showing
great enthusiasm and
confidence in Advocate
Ankur Sharma’s leader-
ship, expressed their
support for his vision
of a stronger and more
empowered Jammu
Province.

They acknowledged
his dedication to vari-
ous causes, including
his efforts against Article
370/35-A, his advocacy
for the protection of
Hindu religious institu-
tions, and his unwaver-
ing commitment to cow
protection and combating
Hindu genocide.

Advocate Ankur
Sharma concluded by
urging the electorate to
consider the upcoming
election as an opportunity
to vote for Jammu’s politi-
cal empowerment and a
catalyst for meaningful
change. He emphasized
that by electing him, the
people would be choos-
ing a path towards a
brighter future for Jammu
and its people.

Saroorl slams NC, Congress for Sphttlng
Secular Votes, calls for unity

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: G.M. Saroori
DPAP candidate for Udhampur-
Doda Lok Sabha seat on Tuesday
while addressing a public meeting
Bunjwan, slammed the Congress
and National Conference (NC) for
allegedly dividing secular votes to
favour the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). Saroori criticized their focus
on attacking Chairman DPAP,
Ghulam Nabi Azad and their party
instead of addressing the BJP and
its candidate.

He expressed dismay over the
divisive tactics employed by the
Congress and NC, emphasizing the
need for unity among secular forces
to counter the BJP’s divisive agenda
effectively.

for the people of the

ensuring that the

Moreover, he has

“Why don'’t they speak against the
BJP and its candidate? They seem
to be solely focused on attacking
Ghulam Nabi Azad.” he stated.
Saroori also promised to fight for
the restoration of statehood and
the protection of land and job rights

standing the significance of state-
hood, Saroori pledges to advocate
tirelessly for the reinstatement of
Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood,

people are heard and respected in
the corridors of power.

staunch advocate for the protection
of land and job rights, which are cru-
cial for the socio-economic devel-
opment of the region. He slammed
regional parties for deceiving the

people with false issues.

Saroori said, Ghulam Nabi Azad
was the sole leader in Parliament
who ardently fought for Article 370
and statehood. | promise to uphold
his legacy and continue fighting for
the people with the same fervor.

He emphasized the need to tran-
scend voting along religious lines
and prioritize progress, peace, and
development. Amidst prevailing
hardships, he stressed the impor-
tance of uplifting all, irrespective of
religion or caste, for the collective
welfare of society.

He said, ‘This is a time for unity
and uplifting our people, not reli-
gious politics. We have suffered
enough.” DDC Member Amina
Choudhary was also present in the
meeting.

region. Under-

voices of the

vowed to be a

Devotees throng to pay obeisance at Bawe Wali Mata Temple on First Navratri in Jammu
on Tuesday. Pic by AMAN SHARMA

BVP Trikuta Nagar Branch organizes’
Joy G1V1ng event

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Bharat
Vikas Parishad (BVP)
Trikuta Nagar branch
organized the event ‘Joy
of Giving’.

During the event, Branch
members distributed
Jackets and cardigans
to over 52 needy girls of
Naveen Shiksha Kendra
High School Channi
Himmat.

Branch team thanked

Neetu Bandarl, Meena
Rohmetra and Kalpana
Chopra.

The BVP members
present at the event were
Rahul Kohli, Vanita Kohli,

the principal Rajni Bala
and her staff for their co-
operation.

DEO Ramban ensures free,
fair, transparent LS electlons

health camp

MIER College organises

Congress will win Jammu, Udhampur
seats with huge margins: Vijay Sharma

2024 across district
Urges voters to vote tor tuture Qrosperlty Ot natlon

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Apr 9: Dis-
trict Administrant all
set to conduct smooth
and fair General Elec-
tion of Lok Sabha, 2024
(GELS, 2024) in both
the assembly segments,
AC-54 Ramban, AC-55
Banihal of the district;
it was stated by District
Election Officer, (Deputy
Commissioner) Ramban,
Baseer-Ul-Haq Chaud-
hary, while addressing
the media persons at
District Election Control
Room here today.

Extending warm wishes
to the public on festive
occasions, Chaudhary
urged citizens to actively
participate in the world’s
largest festival of democ-
racy, GELS 2024, by
exercising their voting
rights on the polling day
scheduled for April 19,
2024 in Parliamentary
Constituency 04-Udham-
pur. Emphasizing the sig-
nificance of voter partici-
pation, he highlighted the
District Administration’s
efforts, including Special
Voter’s Enroliment and
Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) activities aimed
at sensitizing first-time

CEO Ladakh chairs meeting with SVEEP Icons

Top News Report

LEH, Apr 9: In view of
the General Election to
Lok Sabha 2024, Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO),
UT Ladakh, Yatendra M
Maralkar chaired a meet-
ing with State SVEEP
Icon, Phunchok Ladakhi,
and SVEEP Icons of both
the districts in the con-
ference hall of the CEO,
Ladakh.

CEO, UT Ladakh
impressed upon State

voters, women, persons
with disabilities (PwD),
and elderly voters about
their voting rights.

Briefing about SVEEP
activities being organized
by the District Administra-
tion targeting all 2,19,000
registered voters of the
district, especially First
Time, Women, PwD and
Elderly voters to sensitize
them about their Right
to Vote by a dedicated
team across the district,
the DEO said that the
Administration is focus-
ing the polling station
which have experienced
low turnout in previous
elections, to enhance
the polling turnout in the
district during ensuing
elections.

The DEO urged all polit-
ical parties contesting
candidates, Media per-
sons and all other stake-
holders to go through
with Model Code of Con-
duct guidelines issued
by the Election Commis-
sioner of India while cam-
paigning in the district.

The DEO said that to
ensure free, fair, trans-
parent and level playing
field during the elections,
all 28 activities including
implementation of Model

SVEEP Nodal Officer and
District SVEEP Nodal
Officers to maximize the
SVEEP awareness pro-
gramme through State
Icon and district icons.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of State SVEEP
Icon and district SVEEP
icons in spreading
SVEEP awareness cam-
paign in different parts of
Ladakh, CEO UT Ladakh
stressed on maximization
of the SVEEP awareness
campaign by engag-

Code of Conduct, func-
tioning of 24x7 Election
Control Room having toll
free number 1950 and
landline numbers 01998-
295500, 266790, Stati-
cal Surveillance Teams,
Video Viewing Teams,
Paid News Cell, Expen-
diture Monitoring Cell,
Flying Squad Teams,
Postal Ballot Cell, Video
Surveillance Teams,
Accounting Teams,
Media Certification and
Monitoring Committee
and Grievances Cell etc
are effectively managed
by the dedicated teams
headed by the respective
Nodal Officers.

The DEO said that
out of total 348 polling
booths 12 polling sta-
tions are Model Polling
Stations which include
polling stations managed
by PwDs, Women, and
Youth. Green Polling Sta-
tions are also created as
Model Polling Stations.

He informed that spe-
cial arrangements like
ramps, wheelchairs and
transport arrangements
have been made for
People with Disabilities
to facilitate them to exer-
cise their right to fran-
chise conveniently.

ing State SVEEP Icon
and district icons in the
SVEEP awareness activi-
ties in Ladakh.

He further said that
posters and banners of
the SVEEP Icons and
the awareness messag-
es should be highlighted
at designated places.
He also added that the
awareness campaign
should also be done
through short videos of
the SVEEP Icons on dif-
ferent social media plat-

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: To com-
memorate World Health
Day, the Extension Unit
of MIER College of Edu-
cation (Autonomous)
organized a free health
camp and a sensitiza-
tion lecture for its stu-
dents and villagers of
the adopted village at
Purkhoo, Domana.

Medical professionals
from the Directorate of
Ayush, Govt. Ayurvedic
Hospital, Jammu, led by
Dr. Vimal Sharma and Dr.
Manju Bhat, conducted
the camp, assisted by
supervisor Vijay Kumar
Bhatt. Around 25 stu-
dents from the School of
Education at MIER Col-
lege attended the camp.

Snober, a student of
B.Ed. Semester lll, wel-
comed the medical team,
local officials, students,
and villagers.

Dr. Vimal Sharma
provided insights on
common health issues,
ayurvedic treatments,

and immunity boosters.

During the gener-
al medical check-up
of the residents, 142
inhabitants were diag-
nosed with ailments like
anemia, hypertension,
diabetes, and gastric
issues. Free medicines
and immunity kits were
distributed among the
villagers. Shalini, a
student of Semester I,
extended a formal vote
of thanks.

Both students and vil-
lagers actively engaged
in the health camp and
sensitization session.

Suman Devi, In-
charge Extension Unit,
expressed her gratitude
to the resource persons
and the participants for
their support in the suc-
cessful organization of
the event.

Prof. Adit Gupta, Prin-
cipal of MIER College,
appreciated the efforts of
the unit and thanked the
doctors and their medical
team’s contribution to the
event’s success.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Congress Seva Dal
President Vijay Sharma Babbi has
said that in the Lok Sabha elections
in Jammu and Kashmir, Raman Bhalla
from Jammu seat and Chaudhary Lal
Singh from Udhampur Kathua seat will

win with a big margin.

He said that this time the BJP is cer-
tainly making claims of 400 but it has
also realized the ground reality that
the people of the country are not going
to repeat the mistake they have made

twice.

Frustrated with the opposition unity,

the BJP is now targeting the leaders of
the opposition parties and is also trying

to mislead the people.

He said that the people of the country
have now come to know that the gov-
ernment has given the companies the
freedom to do whatever they want by
taking election donations and this was
the reason why inflation has increased
manifold in the last 10 years.

In Jammu and Kashmir, senior Con-
gress leaders are contesting elections
from Jammu and Kathua seats. Wher-
ever Congress leaders are going, they
are getting immense support.

It has become clear that people will
now ignore BJP candidates and join

hands with Congress.

During the 10 years of BJP rule,
people have now come to know that
in reality BJP had formed the govern-
ment only to expand the business of rich
industrialists.

Under BJP rule, the poor kept get-

ting poorer and the wealth of the rich

increased manifold. Now the time has
come for the people to throw out this
dictatorial government from power and
bring Congress to power for the future

of themselves and their children.

Bike lifter arrested, bike recovered

Top News Report

SAMBA, Apr 9: Samba Police
has arrested an accused person
involved in the theft of a motor-
cycle in the jurisdiction of Police
Station Ramgarh and recovered
stolen bike from his possession.

forms.

Joint CEO, Sonam
Chosjor, Additional Sec-
retary Election, Assis-
tant CEO, State SVEEP
Nodal Officer, District
SVEEP Nodal Officer,
State SVEEP Icon and
District SVEEP Icons
were present in the
meeting. District SVEEP
Nodal Officer, Kargil,
and district SVEEP icon
Kargil joined the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

As per report, on April 2, 2024,
a written report was lodged at
Police Station Ramgarh by one
Kamal Kishore, son of Om Par-
kash, resident of Taloor, Vijaypur
regarding theft of his motorcycle
(Super Spendour) bearing regis-
tration No. JK21D-2804 from Rat-

tanpur, Ramgarh when he went to
his sister’s house.

Acting over the complaint, a case
FIR No. 29/2024 U/S 379 IPC was
registered at PS Ramgarh and
investigation started.

During the course of investi-
gation, police has arrested the

accused namely Sunil Kumar
alias Kaka, son of Tarsem Lal,
resident of Rattanpur, Ramgarh
who upon sustained question-
ing confessed his involvement in
the instant case. Further on his
disclosure, stolen bike has been
recovered.

Vaishakh Sankranti on April 13:
~ Mahant Rohit Shastri

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9:
Vaishakh Sankranti holds
special significance in the
ancient scriptures.

According to the scrip-
tures, this Sankranti is
known for atonement of
various sins.

Mahant Rohit Shastri,
President (Jyotishacha-
rya) of Shri Kailakh Jyo-
tish avim Vedic Sansthan

Trust, explained about
Vaishakh Sankranti this
year, stating that in the
year 2024 , the Sun will
enter the Aries sign at
9:04 PM on Saturday,
13th April.

The auspicious time for
Vaishakh Sankranti will
begin at 2:40 PM on Sat-
urday, 13th April. There-
fore, performing prayers,
meditation, bathing, and
charity after 2:40 PM on

13th April will be auspi-
cious.

In Punjab, the Vaishakh
Sankranti is called Bai-
sakhi, while in Assam
it is known as Bihu, in
Kerala as Vishu, and in
West Bengal as Pohela
Boishakh.On Vaishakha
Sankranti, charity holds
greatimportance. Donat-
ing pure ghee, sesame
seeds, mustard oil, and
blankets brings liberation.

Bathing in the Ganges,
rivers, lakes, and donat-
ing on the banks of the
Ganges is considered
highly auspicious. On this
occasion, bathing in pil-
grimage sites like Praya-
graj and Ganga Sagar is
termed as Maha Snan.

If for any reason, you
cannot bathe in holy
rivers, then bathing at
home with Ganga water
is equally beneficial.
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EDITORIAL

CHILD
TRAFFICKING

resently child trafficking has emerged as a
Pterrible problem. This continues on a large
scale in almost all the developing countries
of the world including India. Every day we see news
of school going children being kidnapped and miss-
ing on social media. This is a gruesome and terrible
form of child trafficking, making children below 18
years of age, who are minors, work in illegal ways,
sexual exploitation, child labour, making them work
in homes, industries etc. comes under child traf-
ficking that are illegal. According to government
data released by the International Labor Organiza-
tion, approximately 20 lakh children are trafficked
every year through coercion, kidnapping, luring the
parents, etc., children are made to do hard labour,
labour, removing organs and selling them, begging
etc. Girls are the victims of most cases of child traf-
ficking. Human traffickers raise them and sell them
further or force them into prostitution. Due to illegal
child trafficking, children are removed from their
families and home environment. They are deprived
of the love of their parents and family, educational
opportunities are taken away from them.

In this way their golden childhood ends before it
even begins. Child traffickers make children their
prey because they easily succumb to greed and
temptation.

They neither understand their rights nor are they
able to raise their voice against exploitation. This
business of buying and selling children like com-
modities, taking advantage of their mental imma-
turity, continues day after day. Generally, victims of
trafficking are illiterate, poor and belong to tribal
families. Their involvement with school and educa-
tion is limited due to circumstances. They are lured
by luring them with wages or money. On the pretext
of work, they are sent from one state to another
and even to other countries and exploited in any
way they want. There are 200 incidents of kidnap-
ping of children every day in India, behind which
child traffickers are involved in some way or the
other. The life of children who are victims of traf-
ficking becomes hellish, no attention is given to their
health, food, education etc., they are subjected to
physical, mental abuse, torture and beating, they are
even used as drug cells. In the organ trade business,
priceless organs of children are removed and sold
abroad. Girls are sexually exploited and forced into
prostitution for the rest of their lives. Horrible and
inhuman facts have come to light in many cases in
which child traffickers paralyze children by pouring
acid in their eyes to make them beg or mutilate their
body parts to make them capable of begging so that
they attract people’s sympathy. Child trafficking has
become a terrible problem across the world today.
The lives of the children who become victims of this
are ruined at the hands of the oppressors. Not only
are they cut off from their original life, but the voice
of their heart becomes silent and they make them-
selves accustomed to a life full of daily pain where
there is no relationship or connection with anyone.
Efforts are made to employ them more and more by
resorting to drugs and alcohol just to achieve their
selfish ends. Some children, fed up with such an
unjust cycle, either succeed in running away or free
themselves from it by committing suicide.

Child trafficking can be limited by joint efforts
by the government and society. To stop this prob-
lem, the government should make strict laws and
strict punishment should be given to the people
involved in this work. Also, there is a need to spread
awareness among the people at the society level.
Non-governmental organizations working for the
prevention of child abuse can play an important role
in the rehabilitation of these victims and the provi-
sion of love and care from the community.

Child Trafficking Law:-

Till now there is no major effective law towards
prevention of child trafficking in India. Although
some laws have been made in this area, they are
inadequate because they are not stringent. Various
provisions are made from time to time by the Min-
istry of Women and Child Development to prevent
child trafficking. It is noteworthy that organ traf-
ficking, sexual exploitation and child laborChild
trafficking is done for. Child Trafficking Prevention
Act and POCSO Act are effective in India. Human
trafficking was made completely illegal in India in
the year 1956. According to Article 23A of the Con-
stitution, ethical trading is illegal. In the year 2018,
the Human Trafficking Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha by
the Central Government, but due to the dissolution
of the Lok Sabha, it did not go to the Upper House.

Child Trafficking in India:-

Illiteracy and poverty are the major reasons for
child trafficking in India, due to which it is carried
out on a large scale. The situation of child traffick-
ing in India is very frightening and the statistics
released in this regard are frightening. The incidents
of smuggling are increasing day by day and are not
giving any good sign for the society. In our coun-
try, every 8 minutes a child goes missing, of which
80 percent are girls. West Bengal has the highest
number of complaints of child trafficking and miss-
ing persons in the country. In the year 2011, a total
of more than 11 thousand children went missing
in the state, that year this figure in India was 35
thousand.

According to a United Nations report, 45 thou-
sand children go missing in the country every year.
These missing children are sold into organ traffick-
ing or begging. How high the actual incidents of
child trafficking in India can be estimated from the
fact that only 30 percent of the missing incidents
are reported.

Causes of child trafficking: Poverty is a major and
important reason for child trafficking happening
on a large scale in the country. Due to the country’s
economic inequality, more than half the population
is a victim of poverty. Due to poverty and unemploy-
ment, children are forced to struggle for livelihood
without going to school. Some fraudsters trap them
in their clutches by luring them with good work.

Army inquiry in Rajouri deaths: Upholding justice, winning hearts

By: Syed Ata Hasnain

“Credible investigation on
alleged atrocities by Army is
crucial at a time when there are
indications of removing AFSPA
from J&K

mong the many types

of operations that the

Indian Army has con-
ducted in Jammu and Kashmir
over the years, the most difficult
are rarely those at the LoC and the
LAC. There, the context is clear
and the rules of engagement do
not pose many restrictions on
Indian soldiers or place them at
a disadvantage. Military craft, a
high degree of physicality, pas-
sion, energy, leadership and, of
course, sometimes, negotiation
skills, make the difference. Not
so much in the case of hinterland
operations which are of a hybrid
nature and internal security and
proxy war conditions place severe
restrictions on troops and their
manner of conduct. Restrictions
also stem from political, social
and demographic considerations.
The context here is the incident
of December 21, 2023, on Mughal
Road near Bafliaz town in Poonch
district.

What happened in Rajouri?

In this area, a number of encoun-
ters between the Army and terror-
ist groups have taken place in the
past 18 months or so. The troops
have suffered numerous casual-
ties without sufficient compensa-
tory gains. The last incident alleg-
edly became a trigger for some
officers and other soldiers to inter-
rogate a few local villagers who
they suspected of giving support
to terrorists. Three civilians from
Top Pir village in nearby Rajouri
district died, allegedly due to tor-

Why rush to war zones?

By: Sunanda K Datta
Ray

lection-eve is the time for

brave assertions. No Indian

leader might boast like
Nguyen Co Thach, Vietnam’s for-
eign minister for over a decade: “We
are not without accomplishment. We
have managed to distribute poverty
equally.” But Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s claim to have lifted 25 crore
Indians out of poverty in nine years
may come a close second. What mat-
ters in the numbers game isn’t how
many crores of people have escaped
grinding poverty, but how many are
still wallowing in it.

Even the official admission of unem-
ployment increasing from 6.8 to eight
per cent in February can’t disclose the
full extent of distress lurking beneath
what Thomas Piketty calls “The Bil-
lionaire Raj”. Indians would not oth-
erwise have courted death trying to
smuggle into the United States, fight-
ing as Russia’s underequipped merce-
naries in Ukraine or replacing 90,000
Palestinians whose work permits were
revoked after the conflict with Hamas
erupted.

In fact, news of the first batch of more
than 60 construction workers going to
Israel under the bilateral agreement
that the Narendra Modi government
signed with Israel on November 3, 2023
might inspire some wit with a cruel
sense of humour to adapt Marx and
Engels and foist the NDA establish-
ment with the slogan “Coolies of the
world, unite! You have nothing to lose
I'am not surprised that
several labour unions, including the

"

but your lives

Centre of Indian Trade Unions and
the All-India Trade Union Congress,
as well as rights groups, question the
wisdom of sending workers without
adequate guarantees for their safety.
Disregarding the external affairs min-

ture, while several others suffered
injuries. The Raksha Mantri vis-
ited the area and told the troops,
“You are the country’s protectors.
But I want to request that besides
ensuring the country’s security,
you also have the responsibility to
win the hearts of the people. There
should be no mistake that hurts
an Indian,” he said. It was a fine
statement and timed appropri-
ately. He also asked the Army to
inquire into the matter transpar-
ently. That inquiry has concluded
with reports of serious lapses by
seven to eight personnel, includ-
ing some officers. The inquiry will
no doubt go through all the due
processes.

Death of 3 civilians in Poonch
has echo in Valley: ‘Is this Naya
Kashmir?’

Accountability, support and
investigation — in equal measure

The public must be aware of
three things: First, countering
proxy war operations demands a
high sense of balance on the part
of security forces at every stage.
There will be several successes
to celebrate but there will also be
setbacks involving casualties and
other losses. The operating envi-
ronment demands a very high
level of decentralisation, going
down to tactical and sub-tactical
levels because quick decisions
are required on actionable intel-
ligence. At the operational level,
all the support is provided —
technology, higher intelligence
analyses, information warfare,
programmes to win hearts and
minds.

But the sub-tactical level is the
cutting edge of operations. There
may be hundreds of operations
going on at a time, especially
when the strength of terrorists

istry’s somewhat pathetic plea to the
Israelis “to do their best to take care of
their safety and well-being” which are
“important” to India, the unions point
out that an advisory issued by India’s
embassy in Tel Aviv on March 5 asked
Indian nationals in regions affected by
the Israel-Hamas conflict to move to
safer areas. The advisory was issued
when an Indian was killed by a missile
allegedly fired by Hezbollah’s Iranian
terrorists at an Israeli agricultural com-
munity in Galilee.

No Indian worker would have risked
their lives if they had jobs at home.

They do so only because our gov-
ernments, whether colonial or Hindu
nationalist, are equally callous. It
wasn’t patriotism that prompted over
a million Indians to enlist under the
British in the First World War, and
2.5 million in the Second World War.
There wasn’t a Rupert Brooke among
the 60,000 Indians who died in the First
Great War and 87,000 in the second
to burble: “If I should die, think only
this of me:/That there’s some corner
of a foreign field/ That is for ever Eng-
land...”

Like the 18,000 Indians, mainly care-
givers, meaning nannies, maids and
other help, slaving away in Israel
today, they needed a soldier’s wages
to survive.

Hunger also prompted the sad-look-
ing unshaven and anonymous Indian
whose picture hangs in Cambodia’s
grim Choeung Ek memorial and whose
skull is probably among the more than
5,000 relics of victims of the pitiless
Khmer Rouge regime, to seek a liveli-
hood in distant killing fields.

The bilateral agreement on “facili-
tation of temporary employment of
Indian workers” in construction and
home-based care-giving must be a
feather in the cap of Israel’s ambas-
sador in New Delhi. It’s a far cry from
Israel’s consul-general in Bombay

is high. For instance, as a senior
operations staff officer 25 years
ago, I had to coordinate 11-12
operations a day simultaneously
in just South Kashmir. Soldiers
will make genuine mistakes
from time to time — only a thor-
ough investigation will establish
or negate culpability. An act of
indiscretion amounting to a wilful
breach of orders laid down for the
conduct of operations will always
invite the strongest response from
the Army. The Indian Army is
extremely careful of its reputation
for fair play and human rights.

Of 3 civilians killed in Poonch,
wives of 2 are pregnant; 2 men
worked for security forces in the
past

The second thing for public
knowledge is the fact that the
Army will always be vulnerable
to its reputation being targeted —
this is done to undermine its abil-
ity to keep the people of the region
on its side. People are the “centre
of gravity” in such operations.
Terrorists and separatists would
always try to tarnish the image
of the Army and compromise its
relationship with the people. Their
intent is to reduce intelligence
flow and garner public backing
and logistics for the terrorists.

Festive offer

The third imperative in this envi-
ronment is that allegations against
the Army’s probity must be cor-
rectly judged at the highest levels.
Investigating every allegation
levelled by vested interests will
demoralise soldiers. However,
those considered serious enough
must be probed within an appro-
priate time-frame and the process
of justice taken to its logical con-
clusion in a fair manner. Several
cases continue to be invoked for

the purposes of propaganda by
indiscreet elements, even though
these cases have long been solved.
Yet, nothing can be above the law.
Investigation and prosecution
must follow all due processes.

Evaluating the need for AFSPA

The findings in the Rajouri case,
the well-timed visit of the Raksha
Mantri and his appropriate state-
ments clearly indicate that the
current establishment — like its
predecessors — will uphold the
processes of justice because the
people remain the centre of grav-
ity.

“This is the prize for working for
the nation’: BSF man, brother of
civilian killed in Poonch

The investigation on the Rajouri
case is taking place at a very criti-
cal juncture. There are indications
of a possible removal of AFSPA
from all or some segments of J&K.
It’s early to speculate on such an
important issue. One of the major
provisions of AFSPA is the pro-
tection it affords to Army person-
nel from prosecution without the
Centre’s sanction, for an act com-
mitted on duty. However, when
the Army and the establishment
continue to demonstrate a high
level of transparency in inves-
tigation and prosecution of all
cases, the need for AFSPA-like
protection will itself be diluted.
That is how we need to view due
processes in such cases of alleged
misdemeanour while countering
terror operations in a challenging
environment.

(The writer is a former
corps commander of
the Srinagar-based 15
Corps)

Jobs at home declining

(long before it became Mumbai) being
ordered to cancel his planned national
day reception in the capital for which
cards had gone out already. Or young
radicals being mobilised in Calcutta
(before it became Kolkata) to demon-
strate against Israel’s then 77-year-old
President, Zalman Shazar, on his way
to pay a state visit to King Mahendra
of Nepal in Kathmandu.

About 5,000 Mizos, recognised as
Bnei Menashe Jews, are already work-
ing in Israel. So are some so-called
“Black Jews” from Kerala who, when
I saw them near Beersheva, spoke
mainly Malayali. Israel is recruiting
tens of thousands of other low-cost
Asian workers to replace cheap Pales-
tinian labour.

So great is the need that during a tele-
phone conversation with Mr Modi in
December, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called for “advancing the
arrival” of workers from India.

The National Skill Development Cor-
poration’s posters tempt hundreds
of workers from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh with the slogan “to land your
dream job overseas”. The NSDC is a
public limited company that the finance
ministry set up under the public-pri-
vate partnership model and which pro-
vides skill development and vocational
training to workers who have been
tested for jobs in masonry, carpentry,
tiling and bar-bending in Israel’s con-
struction sector. Its website mentions
vacancies for 3,000 framework workers
and bar-benders, and 2,000 for tiling
and plastering at monthly salaries of
Rs 137,000, although another pamphlet
warns that successful applicants will
have to pay for travel and relocation
costs, taxes, social security and health
insurance.

“So what?” a desperate applicant
might retort. Hasn’t Israel’s ambas-
sador, Naor Gilon, assured them that
even humble construction workers will

bask in the glory of being “ambassa-
dors” of the great people-to-people
relations between the two countries?
Even without that allurement, Indian
labourers in Singapore are often glad to
pay a commission to recruiting agents.

The ambassador is only doing his
job. The NSDC can’t be blamed either.
But not even the customary rhetoric of
canvassing for votes can justify gross
misrepresentation of India’s bleak real-
ity where favoured billionaires appear
to prosper most. Despite all the hype
about engineers walking into prized
jobs abroad, 36 per cent of the pres-
tigious Bombay IIT’s graduates are
unemployed.

With the India Employment Report
claiming that 29 per cent of Indian
graduates need jobs, graduates of Luc-
know’s IIM and Pilani’s Birla Institute
of Technology and Science reportedly
also face difficulties.

India has indeed made significant
economic progress in many sectors.

The stock market is booming. Prop-
erty prices are soaring. But investment
in human resources is relatively feeble,
although one quarter of the population
languishes below the official poverty
threshold of Rs 32 per day. The World
Food Programme reckons that 21.25
per cent of Indians live on less than
$1.90 daily. It also says that India is
home to a quarter of the world’s under-
nourished people.

Yet, the number of billionaires rose
from 169 to 200 while their collective
wealth jumped 41 per cent to $954
billion between 2022 and 2023. No
wonder the Credit Suisse Research
Institute’s Global Wealth Report calls
India the world’s second most unequal
country, with the top one per cent of
the population owning 58 per cent
of its total wealth. Money being the
modern manifestation of caste, “India
Shining” remains as much a slogan in
2024 as it was in 2004.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9:
“Having kept Jammu
and Kashmir in dark
for years and failed to
curb militancy, politi-
cal outfits like National
Conference (NC) and
People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) joined by
Congress played with
the career of lakhs
of youth and pushed
them towards violence
and unrest. Instead of
addressing concerns of
youth, developing J&K
or creating opportuni-
ties for them, leaders of
these parties ever since
independence continued
to look towards a failed
state like Pakistan which
is why we were unable

‘Winds of change visible in Kashmir’

Gong, NC, PDP kept J&K in dark, stagnated

to see the kind of devel-
opment that is visible
today”.

This was stated by Dr
Varinder Sharma, Co-
convenor Professional
Cell Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) who added
that sick of anti-people
policies of these lead-
ers and their inability
to develop Jammu and
Kashmir at par with any
other state or Union Ter-
ritory in India, people
of Jammu and Kash-
mir have realised that
voting for Congress, NC
or PDP is nothing but a
waste of vote, time and
effort. People, he said,
will vote for any party
but not these outfits as
strong winds of change
have started to blow in

Kashmir.

Dr Varinder Sharma
said two former Con-
gress ministers who
were known for their cor-
rupt practices and loud
mouth or disrespecting
doctors are in fray from
Jammu region but their
credibility is well known
to people. Seeking votes
for Dr Jatinder Singh and
Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Dr Varinder said that a
vote in their favour will
be a vote to strengthen
democracy and strength-
en the hands of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He urged upon people
to exercise their right to
franchise ably and vote
BJP to power.

The BJP leader said
Congress, PDP and NC

had always been advo-
cating talks with Paki-
stan and not the people
of Jammu and Kash-
mir. For them Kashmir,
Jammu or Ladakh was
not on priority list but
Pakistan, which is a
failed state. Had these
families of Congress,
Mufti’s or Abdullah’s
taken care of people,
lakhs of youth would not
have fallen prey to bul-
lets or joined militancy.
Since these leaders
failed to create oppor-
tunities for people, J&K
remained a neglected
state.

Today the BJP govern-
ment has completely
transformed J&K and
brought in sea change
in the lives of people in

youth's growth: Dr Varinder

just ten years. People
of Ladakh got rid off
the dominance of one
region, Jammu got |IM
and IIT and AIIMS,
Kashmir got AIIMS and
other premier institu-
tions besides G20 meet-
ing changed the way
the world used to look
at Kashmir with many
withdrawing their nega-
tive advisories. Today
Kashmir is developing
and providing people
with ample opportuni-
ties, especially youth
who are scripting histo-
ry in all fields with their
startups and by crack-
ing competitive exami-
nations. They know that
Congress, PDP and NC
are not going to do any
good for them.

NHM employees of Block Mandi express | Kotwal visits Chirala area
- to meet Disabled Persons

sympathy with Bhatt famil

Top News Report

Mandi, Apr 9: National
Health Mission (NHM)
block Mandi employees
on Tuesday expressed
sorrow over the sad
demise of Lal Din, father
of Yasar Arafat Bhatt,
X-ray Technician SDH
Mandi who expired on
Tuesday at his house
Surankote.

A senior representa-
tive of nhm block mandi
Raza Ganai conveyed
his heartfelt condolence
to the bereaved family
members and prayed
to the Almighty Allah
for eternal peace to the

departed soul beside a
place for him in heaven.
Meanwhile district
president NHM Poonch
Sajjad Malik prayed
for the eternal peace
of the departed soul
and expressed solidar-
ity with the entire bhatt
family.He also prayed to
Almighty Allah to gives
strength to the bereaved
family members of the
deceased to bear this
irreparable loss.

All the NHM employ-
ees of Block Mandi, Dr
Sakinder, Dr Ramit Pal
Singh, Dr Sagqib, Dr
Eajahat, Dr Zahida, Dr
Muzafar, Dr Ali Mohd, Dr

y

Manoj Bali, Dr Arshad,
Dr Jhangir, Dr Rahul, Dr
S Misri, Mehraj U Din
(Raju), Shabir Ahmed,
Riyazat Ali, Shamim
Malik, Amardeep Singh,
Navneet Paul Singh,
Lucky, Harmeet Kour,
Gurpreet Singh, Ch
Anayat Hussain, Nahid
Gul, Ch Liagat, Richa
Sharma, Tasneem Ham-
dani, Riyaz Ahmed, also
expressed their solidar-
ity with the bereaved
family and collectively
prayed for the eternal
peace of the departed
soul and conveyed full
sympathy to Yasar Arafat
Bhatt.

Army organises Badminton

Competition at BVM School Bhatta

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Apr 9:
Continuing the effort
of nurturing sporting
talent of local youth and
encouraging the young
minds to participate in
constructive activities,
Indian Army organised
Badminton Competition
at Bhartiya Vidya Mandir
(BVM) School, Bhatta,
Khalaini, District Kisht-
war.

The Civil populace of
Malar region witnessed
the Badminton Competi-
tion and lauded the initia-
tive, and expressed that

these initiatives by Indian
Army will aid in develop-
ing sportsmanship spirit
amongst the youth and
engage them in construc-

tive and nation building
activities.

Two teachers and 20
students attended the
Sports Activity.

Army conducts Debate
Competition at Gool

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Apr 9: Indian
Army organized an Inter-
School debate competi-
tion for students at Gool
in Ramban District.

A total of 20 local stu-
dents including six girls
participated in the event
and shared their views on
various current issues/
topics impacting the soci-
ety with special empha-
sis on their positive and
negative outcome on
students.

The debate competi-
tion was held to spread
awareness amongst

&
youth and also to harness
positive implications/
uses of social media to
improve education and
well being of society at
large.

All winners were felici-
tated by the organisers

and participating stu-
dents along with audi-
ence who took a pledge
to motivate the youth on
minimizing the use of
social media and focus-
ing on studies for a better
future.

World Health Day conducted
at Kaindora & Gulabgarh

Top News Report

REASI, Apr 9: On the occasion of World
Health Day Indian Army conducted medi-
cal patrol to reach out to people residing
in far flung and inaccessible areas of Kai-
ndora / Gulabgarh in Reasi district.

It is often observed that, people espe-
cially elderly, women and children resid-
ing in higher reaches are deprived of

basic health care facility.

Hence, the aim of medical patrol was to

attend to such people and provide medi-

cal assistance at their doorsteps.

A total of 106 persons( 25 Male, 39
Female and 42 Children) of all ages got
benefitted from the initiative. The medical
patrol team provided the much needed
medicines and medical advice to the
villagers. The initiative would not only
ensure good health but also strengthen

the connect with public.

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, Apr 9:
Ajit Singh Kotwal, Vice
President J&K Saksham
(A National Organization
For Specially Abled Per-
sons) visited on Tuesday
different remote areas
under Panchayat Puneja
of tehsil Chiralla to aware
Divyangjan about the
power of their vote.

Jammu and Kashmir
Saksham Vice President
Ajit Singh Kotwal said
that many of Specially
abled persons are still
unregistered.

“How can they cast their
vote as per the guidelines
of the Election commis-
sioner of India from
home,” he said. “BLO’s
should be deputed to
physically contact each

and every disable person
to fill their forms so that
they can also cast their
vote through democratic
way.

Kotwal particularly
raised the issue of the
need for increased
awareness among Per-
sons with Disabilities
(PWDs) regarding their
rights and participation
in the upcoming Lok
Sabha Election and to
ensure PWD’s may vote
in person comfortably.
Additionally, it proposed
that Booth Level Officers
(BLO'’s) be instructed to
assist those PWD elec-
tors who wish to vote
from home by filling
out Form 12 B, thereby
ensuring that no voter is
left behind due to mobility
issues or lack of access.

Vanshika Gusain of KCPS
Wins Bronze in Khelo India
Swimming Series 2023

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: KC
Public School (KCPS)
student Vanshika Gusain
participated in the presti-
gious Khelo India Junior
Women’s Swimming
series held at Bahadur-
garh, Haryana, recently.

She demonstrated
exceptional talent and
dedication, showcasing
her skills and commit-
ment to the sport and
clinched a Bronze medal.

Competing among
some of the best swim-
mers in the country, she
represented the UT of

J&K and earned recog-
nition and admiration
from both her peers and
mentors.

The event was orga-
nized by the Swimming
Federation of India (SFI).

Chairman Raju Chow-
dhary, Vice Chaiman
Arjun Chowdhary, MD
Arti Chowdhary, Princi-
pal Amarendra Kumar
Mishra and Vice Prin-
cipal Sanjay Pandey
expressed their delight at
Vanshika’s achievement
and wished her greater
success in her future
endeavours in the field
of swimming.

- EHSAAS Trust Unit

Bhadarwah distributes free
Ration among needy people

Top News Report

BHADARWAH, Apr 9:
In keeping with the Holy
month of Ramadhan and
to reach out to the poor
and needy in this month
of fasting, EHSAAS
Trust-an NGO (Bhadar-
wah Unit) distributed
ration kits among the
poor people here on
Tuesday.

The initiative was
launched in order to sup-
port those who are fast-
ing and observing this
religious tradition.

These ration kits typi-
cally contain essential
food items such as rice,
oil, sugar, Dals and other
basic necessities that
are needed to prepare
meals during the fasting
period.

“By distributing these
kits, organization’s aim
is to alleviate hunger and
provide relief to those
who are less fortunate,”
said Zaffar Hussain
Wani District President
of the Trust adding, “This
initiative not only helps
individuals in need but
also promotes a sense
of community and soli-
darity among people
from all walks of life.
Additionally, it showcas-
es the spirit of giving and

compassion that is an
integral part of Ramadan
observance for Muslims
around the world”.

Poor and destitute
families from areas Nai
Basti, Chakka, Gatha,
Vasakdera, Chinar
Mohalla, Chinote,
Halyan etc were identi-
fied for providing assis-
tance of essential com-
modities.

“In future also, such
programs shall be
organised by the Trust to
come to assist the needy
in hour of their crisis and
every effort would be in
the direction of amelio-
rating the abysmal lot of
destitute and hapless,”

informed Wani.

The drive was con-
ducted under the direct
guidance of Chairman
of the Trust for Union
Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir Shohab Ul Haq
Butt and it was super-
vised by Zaffar Hussain
Wani District Present
EHSAAS.

Prominent among
those who took part
in it included Shahid
Malik (District Secre-
tary), Umar Tak (Core
Committee Member),
Mohammad Altaf Khan,
Mehraj Uddin Zargar,
Kiran Pandit, Sanjay
Kumar, Mohammad
Salim Butt and others.

Address on Adolescence Nutrition
Empowers NCC Cadets held at Nagrota

Top News Report

NAGROTA, Apr 9: Dr.
Vishvabharti Salot, PhD,
wife of Lt Col Amit Salot
and Vice Principal of
Sainik School Nagro-
ta, delivered a stirring
address to 500 NCC
Cadets of 5 J&K Bat-
talion NCC during their
Annual Training Camp at
NCC Training Academy
Nagrota. Dr. Salot’s dis-
course centred on Ado-
lescence Nutrition, shed-
ding light on the critical
importance of Nutritional
Status, Food Habits, and
Food Behaviour.

The event was a
great success as Dr.
Salot shared invaluable

insights that not only
deepened the under-
standing of the NCC
Cadets but also equipped
them with the knowledge
to make informed choic-
es for a healthier tomor-
row and embrace the
best lifestyle practices
through right combina-
tion of foods.

“Adolescence is a cru-
cial phase in one’s life
where nutritional choices
play a significant role in
overall well-being,” stated
Dr. Salot.

“By understanding the
impact of nutrition on
our bodies and minds,
we empower ourselves
to lead fulfilling lives and
contribute positively to

society.”

She enlightened the
audience with her exper-
tise with such an enlight-
ening session. Her
address not only inspired
but also provided practi-
cal guidance for NCC
Cadets to lead a healthy
and disciplined life.

The address by
renowned speakers
underscores the commit-
ment of Jammu Kashmir
& Ladakh Directorate
and the NCC Train-
ing Academy Nagrota
towards holistic devel-
opment, ensuring that
the youth are equipped
with the knowledge and
skills necessary to have
informed choices.

All arrangements are in place
for Eid festival: Darakhshan

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 9: Chairperson of
Jammu & Kashmir Waqf Board Dr Syed
Darakhshan Andrabi on Tuesday visited
Janab Sahib at Soura, Aali Masjid at
Eidgaah and the shrine of Khwaja Zain-
dar Sahib at Tankipora in Srinagar to take
stock of the Eid-al-Fitr arrangements.

Dr Andrabi was accompanied by Waqf
Board Officers and the local public rep-

resentatives.

Speaking to media, Dr Darakhshan said

that all arrangements have been put in

place for special Eid congregations. “With
public cooperation, Waqf Board is ready
for special Eid prayers at all locations
throughout J&K. We have completed
the fresh furnishings at all major shrines
under the Board’s control. For the first
time we did it out of the resources of the
Board. Our development initiatives will
continue in the days to come too”, said

Dr Darakhshan.

JD(U) leaders extend Navratrl greetlngs to people

Top News Report

SRINAGAR , Apr 9
: Janata Dal (United)
State President G M
Shaheen , State Gener-
al Secretary Vivek Bali
, Chairman Sikh com-
munity Dilawar Singh
, State Organiser Qazi
Faheem and District
President Baramulla
Ayaz Darwi extended
greetings to people on
the auspicious occasion
of the Navratri.

In his felicitation mes-
sage, G M Shaheen
said, “I extend my warm
greetings to people,
especially Hindu breth-
ren on the occasion of
Navratri, which is one of
the most revered Hindu
festivals. May this festi-
val bring happiness and
prosperity in the lives of
J&K people.”

Vivek Bali said urged
devotees to pray for
peace in Jammu and
Kashmir. He said, “On

the occasion of this
auspicious festival, |
request the worshipers
to pray for the peace and
prosperity of Jammu and
Kashmir and the well-
being of its people.”

JD(U) Leaders said
may the high spirits of
the auspicious occasion
of Navratri fill into your
life the hope and cour-
age you deserve. Wish-
ing you and your family
a cheerful and blessed
Navratri !
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In Chandigarh, Nawazuddin Siddiqui talks abhout
the experience of playing Manto on screen

“I cannot do goody goody
roles in movies,” says Nawa-
zuddin Siddiqui, who is known
for making lead roles look
closer to reality. At the fourth
edition of the Chandigarh Music
and Film Festival, being held
at the Chandigarh University,
Gharuan, he says one doesn’t
need muscles or good looks to
be in the performing art busi-
ness.

No, not that he isn’t good
looking, but the characters that
he has portrayed on screen
aren’t. Remembered more for
roles of Faizal Khan (Gangs of
Wasseypur), Liak (Badlapur),
Ramanna (Raman Raghav 2.0)
and Ganesh Gaitonde (Sacred
Games), he accepts that since
childhood it was ingrained in his
psyche that he did not have the
looks. He shares, “I| remember
in our village, original Fair &
Lovely cream wasn’t available,
but something similar was there.
| used to apply it daily in order
to become fair. Due to this com-
plex or whatever you would like
to call it, | was sure that | had to
focus more on my craft.”

All about perception

The actor is not attracted
to scripts that show the lead
character in just good light. He
explains, “Sahi galat acha aur
bura sab perception hai (what's
right or wrong, and good or bad
is a perception). | can’t play a
hero’s character who does not
have a single flaw. The best lead
character | have played is that of
Jatil Yadav in Raat Akeli Hai. |

remember asking the director to
highlight some character flaw or
issue with him. In short, mujhe
pasand hai shameless aur bad-
naam kism ke characters.”

On being typecast in the
industry, Nawaz has a differ-
ent viewpoint altogether. He
explains, “After Gangs of Was-
seypur, when Anurag offered
me Gaitonde’s role in Sacred
Games, | wasn’t interested to
play a gangster yet again. But
he explained how it was differ-
ent and | couldn’t refuse. While
doing the series, | found out for
myself how different the char-
acter was from my earlier one.
So, | have come to the conclu-
sion that there’s no such thing
as typecast if you are versatile.
By versatility | do not mean
doing different kind of genres or
roles, but the ability to do same
kind of roles differently each

time.” It simply reminds one of
Nawaz’s portrayal of a cop in
films, including Kahaani, Raees
and Raat Akeli Hai, which left an
impression each time.

Changing times

Nawaz shares how the strug-
gle to become an actor changes
every decade or so. “During our
times, it was our job to find work,
walking from one film studio to
another, distributing portfolios
or giving auditions. | recall how
there was the same coat that
every struggling actor would
wear from a popular photo
studio. Even filmmakers would
know which studio those pic-
tures were taken in,” he quips.
Social media and internet have
made things easier for actors,
as talent can’t be hidden any-
more. But | am sure they have
their own share of struggles to
make it through the journey.”

Favourite list

Calling the character of Raman
Raghav 2.0 his favourite, Nawaz
shares, “People might find it
horrible or violent, but | relate
to his thought process — that if
he is wrong, then so are those
who Kkill in the name of religion,
national security and what not.”
The actor relates to this belief in
real life as well and thinks that
it's the perception that makes
one crime small or big in some-
one’s eyes. “Maybe that's why
today, when war is happening,
it doesn’t awaken people’s con-
science that it's as wrong to kill
10 people as it is to kill 1,000 in
revenge.”

Itimmediately reminded him of
his on screen portrayal of Manto
in the biopic by the same name.
“I read Manto and performed on
his play during NSD days. But |
feel lucky to portray his life on
screen. His views are relevant
till date and will remain so for
future generations. Interesting-
ly, I was doing another biopic,
Thackeray, around the same
time, for which | was heavily
criticised too. But it didn’t affect
me at all; sometimes to play a
character that seems challeng-
ing is important for you as an
artiste.”

As for the future, the actor
expresses his wish to work with
a Punjabi director someday, as
he awaits the release of the
film Section 108 and a biopic
on Customs officer Costao Fer-
nandezz.

~ Drake offers to
pay for female fan’s divorce
proceedings at concert

Rapper Drake helped a

female fan at his ‘It’s Al
a Blur’ Tour who needed
help paying legal fees
for her divorce.

“I'm going to get you a
good lawyer, and we’re
gonna pay for your
divorce tonight,” Drake
said in a viral clip of the
moment that circulated
on X, formerly called
Twitter.

“You gonna’ be single
and ready to mingle.”

The rapper added:
“While you’re at it, you

need to find you some-
body to take you out
on a date, too. I'll pay
for the date, too, don’t
worry about it.”

This is not the first time
the rapper has given
out a gift. In March, he
halted a gig in Missouri
to pledge to pay off the
mortgage of a fan’s late
mother, reports people.
com.

During another stop in
his hometown of Toron-
to, the ‘One Dance’ hit-
maker gave away a Mer-

cedes-Benz G-Class car
to an audience.

Rather than personally
selecting a fan in the
audience to go home
with the luxury prize,
he picked someone at
random, according to
footage captured by the
audience.

“So, this is what I'm
going to do: I'm going to
pick the winning ticket
out of this drum right
here,” he said, as mem-
bers of his crew brought
a raffle drum up to the
stage.

“| want everybody to
be super quiet. | want
to hear the winner
scream.”

He then spotted the
fan who was taking
home the new vehicle
and added: “They got
‘em? They up top? You
better bring your ass
down here. We’re going
to send somebody up
there to check that
ticket.”

Since July, Drake,
during his tour, has
given out $50,000 to
a fan going through a
break-up, gifted a luxe
Birkin bag and offered to
help out a fan who was
holding a sign saying
she was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis.

FireHouse musician CJ

Snare passes away

Hard rock band FireHouse frontman
CJ Snare is no more. Snare passed
away last week. He was 64. Snare’s
daughter said her father died after a
lengthy battle with cancer, with the offi-
cial cause of death listed as cardiac
arrest. The band also shared the news
of Snare’s death in a statement on the
official Firehouse Facebook page.

“Today is a sad day for Rock N Roll. It
is with great sorrow we are letting the
world know we have lost our brother:
CJ Snare, the rock and roll warrior,
lead vocalist, and a founding member
of Firehouse,” the statement read. Fire-
House had seven singles chart on the
Billboard Hot 100, most notably Love
of a Lifetime, which reached No. 5 in
1991, and When | Look Into Your Eyes,

which hit No. 8 in 1992.

The group’s other chart hits include
Don’'t Treat Me Bad (#19), All She
Wrote (58) Reach For The Sky (83),
Sleeping With You (78) and | Live My
Life For You (26). Snare was the found-
er of FireHouse in 1987, and stayed
with the band for nearly 40 years until

his death. He sang in all seven albums
the group released, including its double
platinum, self-titled debut album, which
sold more than two million copies.

Ankita Lokhande on ‘Laa Pila De Sharaab’: Working
with your husband is an amazing experience

Ankita Lokhande and
Vicky Jain treated fans
to their first music video
‘Laa Pila De Shara-
ab’, and the song has
been appreciated by
everyone. The actress
revealed that it was an
amazing experience to
work with her husband.

Ankita and Vicky were
seen shooting for Rohit
Verma’s new collec-
tion ‘Indradhanush’, in
Mumbai. Ankita spoke
about working with
Rohit, doing a song
with Vicky and getting
appreciation for her role
in Veer Savarkar.

Talking about her
experience shooting
‘Laa Pila De Sharaab’,
Ankita said, “I feel Vishal
has sung the song really
well. His voice is amaz-
ing. Saurabh is a bril-

Bigg Boss OTT 2 fame Jiya
Shankar makes an appeal to fans
as her mom gets hospitalised

Jiya Shankar, known
for her work in films and
web shows is currently
dealing with a person-
al crisis. The actor’s
mother Surekha Gavli
has been hospitalised.
Jiya informed her fans
about the same and
requested them to pray
for her mom’s speedy
recovery.

The former Bigg Boss
OTT 2 contestant took
to her Twitter handle
and captioned her
post as, “Hi fam hope
y'all are doing well. My
mom’s really sick and
has been hospitalised.
We’ve been put in a
tough situation again.
| believe prayers can
make miracles. Please
keep my mom in your
prayers. It'd mean a
lot to me at this point.
Thank you, God bless

y’all. Stay healthy.”
When she was asked
about the same during
an interview. Now the
actor told, “l am not in
a state to talk about it
right now.” A user com-
mented, “Prayers are
with you and aunty she
will get well soon (heart
emoji).” Another fan
wrote, “A lot of prayer’s
for your mom from
MKJW. Allah unhen
sehat ata kre Ameen.
And be strong.”

In one of the episodes
of Bigg Boss OTT 2, Jiya
bared her heart out to
Elvish Yadav. She con-
fessed that her father
had abandoned her and
her mother and Shankar
is not her Dad’s name.
The actor’s parents got
divorced when she was
13-years-old. In the Bigg
Boss house she shared

a close bond with Mani-
sha Rani and Abhishek
Malhan.

Jiya has acted in tele-
vision shows such as
Laal Ishq, Kaatelal &
Sons, and Pishachini.
She was also a part of
movies such as Kanavu

Variyam, Hyderabad
Love Story and Riteish
Deshmukh-Genelia
D’Souza starrer Ved.
Apart from the web
show Virgin Bhaaskar 2,
the actor featured in the
music videos - Judai-
yaan and Meri Zindagi.

VICKY
JAIN

liant actor. You learn
so much from him. We
really enjoyed working
with T-Series. It was
an amazing experi-
ence shooting the song.
Working with your hus-
band is always different
and unique.”

About the apprecia-
tion Ankita has been
getting for her role in

Ranjeet says there’s a lot of

| SAURABH
# SACHDEVA

GULSHAN KUMAR &’ T-SERIES PRESENT
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SINGER: VISHAL MISHRA
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Veer Savarkar, she said,
“An actor works really
hard to reach the silver
screen, | started my jour-
ney from television and
now to see myself on the
big screens and get so
much appreciation, | feel
grateful. | have always
said that | am what | am
today because of my
audience and the media.

They have always sup-
ported me uncondition-
ally. To play the role
where | had to portray
the life journey from 16
years to 60 years, as
a performer | was very
happy that | got to play
that role. Not many
actors get a chance to
play a role like this. So |
got this role and played

it with full dedication.”

Talking about Rohit’s
new collection Indrad-
hanush, the ‘Pavitra
Rishta’ actress said, “I
have known Rohit for
years and all his col-
lections always have a
concept, a storyline and
a message. When Rohit
approached us for this
collection, | was very
excited to be its part
because ‘Indradhanush’
has seven colours and
these seven colours
together form white, my
favourite colour. Rohit
is trying to give a mes-
sage of gender equality
through this. Vicky and
| wanted to be a part of
a project which spreads
awareness amongst the
audience. So we are
very happy to be a part
of this.’

vulgarity in movies and web series
today: ‘T am ashamed’

Veteran Bollywood
actor Ranjeet has
expressed his concern
over the increasing
trend of “vulgarity and
inappropriate” content
in films and web series
on OTT platforms. In
a recent interview,
Ranjeet revealed that
despite being in the
entertainment industry,
he has watched only a
handful of web series
during the COVID-19
pandemic.

“And during COVID
times, will you believe
me if | say | have only
seen two to three web
series? Two were Eng-
lish historical and one
Indian. | didn’t watch
other projects,” he
remarked.

The Laawaris actor
went on to critique the
prevalent use of explicit
language and scenes in
movies, stating that it
often leads to discom-
fort in front of family

members and staff.
“Nowadays, there is
vulgarity and inappro-
priate language used in
the movies that make
you embarrassed in
front of your staff and
family members,” he

expressed.

He also expressed
dismay at the prevalence
of molestation scenes
and item numbers sand-
wiched between shots
in contemporary films.
“What is all happening

in the ads as well in this
country, they are show-
ing gambling in the ads.
| am ashamed,” he said.

The 82-year-old vet-
eran star contrasted
this with the item num-
bers of the bygone era,
particularly the ‘80s,
where veteran actors
like Waheeda Rehman,
Helen, and Bindu per-
formed with grace and
artistry.

“Earlier during the ‘80s,
there were item num-
bers in which Waheeda
Rehman ji, Helen ji, and
Bindu ji used to perform
and they had grace
in what they did. They
were all trained in what-
ever they did and it was
an art. Their dresses
were also not revealing,”
he recalled nostalgically.

Recently, Ranjeet por-
trayed supporting roles
in Housefull 4 (2019)
and Welcome Back
(2015).
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India Showing Worid Nothing Is Impossible, Says
PM Modi At UP Rally

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that “no matter how difficult the goal is, if India is

determined to achieve it, it will definitely achieve.”

PILIBHIT, Apr 9 (Agencies):
Amid the various difficulties
being faced by the world now,
India is showing that there is
nothing impossible for it to
achieve, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said on Tuesday.

He said this has been pos-
sible due to every single vote
of the people.

“No matter how difficult the
goal is, if India is determined
to achieve it, it will definitely
achieve. Today, with this inspi-
ration and energy, we are work-
ing towards the resolution of a
developed India,” he said at a
poll rally here.

“Amidst the difficulties of the
entire world, India is showing
that there is nothing impossible

for it,” he said.

The prime minister noted there
was a time when the Congress
government used to ask for help
from the world, but during the

Covid pandemic, medicines
were made available to the
whole world from India.

“When India became the
world’s fastest growing eco-

nomic power, were you (people)
proud of it or not? When our
Chandrayaan hoisted the tric-
olour on the moon, were you
proud or not? The grand G20
summit held in India was praised
all over the world,” he added.

“When the country becomes
strong, the world listens to it,”
PM Modi said.

Eight parliamentary constitu-
encies in Uttar Pradesh will vote
in the first phase of Lok Sabha
polls on April 19. These are
Saharanpur, Kairana, Muzaf-
farnagar, Bijnor, Nagina (SC),
Moradabad, Rampur and Pilib-
hit.

The counting of votes will be
held on June 4.

7 Nepalese nationals among
8 killed after vehicle falls in

150-ft-deep gorge in

Uttarakhand’s Nainital

DEHRADUN, Apr
9 (Agencies): Eight
people, including seven
Nepalese nationals,
died when their vehicle
fell into a 150-foot-deep
gorge in Nainital dis-
trict of Uttarakhand on
Tuesday, police said.

el Ny -

Two Nepalese nation-
als were injured in the
accident that occurred
near Betalghat, they
said.

After receiving infor-
mation about the acci-
dent, a State Disas-
ter Response Team

M ey

(SDRF) team rushed
to the spot.

The SDRF team along
with locals and police
personnel retrieved
eight bodies. The
injured were rushed
to the hospital, police
said.

The vehicle was car-
rying nine Nepalese
nationals, all residents
of Mahendranagar.
They were headed
home when the acci-
dent took place.

The driver, Rajendra
Kumar, who was among
those killed, was a resi-
dent of Betalghat, they
said.

Delhi court extends BRS leader K
Kavitha’s judicial custody till April 23

in excise policy case

NEW DELHI, Apr 9 (Agencies): A
Delhi court on Tuesday extended the

ED raids multiple locations in TN in drugs money
laundering case against ex-DMK functionary

Sadiq, 36, was arrested by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) last month for his alleged involvement in
the smuggling of about 3,500 kg of pseudoephedrine with a street value of more than Rs 2,000 crore

judicial custody of Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leader K Kavitha by 14
days in the money laundering case
related to the now-scrapped Delhi
liquor excise policy.

Kavitha, who was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
March 15, was produced before the
court.

ED submitted that she is highly influ-
ential and if released on bail, she can
influence the evidence and witnesses,
and hamper the probe.

The court had earlier reserved its
order on interim bail of Kavitha for April

The primary allegation against Kavitha
revolves around her alleged involve-
ment with the “South Group” that pur-
portedly paid kickbacks worth 100 crore
to Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders in
exchange for preferential treatment in
securing retail zones under the excise

9. policy 2021-22.

Maharashtra Opposition’s Lok Sabha deal sealed:

CHENNAI, Apr 9 (Agencies):
The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday carried out
raids in multiple cities in Tamil
Nadu as part of a drugs traf-
ficking-linked money launder-
ing investigation against former
DMK functionary Jaffer Sadiq
and others, officials said.

As many as 25 premises
in the state capital Chennai,
Madurai and Tiruchirappalli are
being searched by ED officials,
accompanied by an escort of
central paramilitary forces,

under the provisions of the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering

Act (PMLA), they said.

The premises of Sadiq, who is
also a producer of Tamil films,
film director Ameer and some
others are being covered, they
said.

Sadiq, 36, was arrested by
the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) last month for his alleged
involvement in the smuggling
of about 3,500 kg of pseudo-
ephedrine with a street value of
more than Rs 2,000 crore.

The ED took cognisance of
this NCB case and some other

FIRs to file the money launder-
ing case against Sadiq and
others.

The NCB has said that Sadiq’s
links with Tamil and Hindi film
financers, some “high-profile”
people and some instances of
“political funding” were under
its scanner.

Sadiq was expelled by the
ruling DMK in February after his
name and purported links to the
drugs network were mentioned
by the NCB.

Supreme Court allows Abbas

Uddhav Thackeray gets major chunk of 21 seats

MUMBAI, Apr 9 (Agencies):
The opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi on Tuesday announced
its seat-sharing formula for the
Lok Sabha polls with the Shiv
Sena (UBT) getting the major
chunk of 21 seats, while the
Congress will contest 17 seats
and the NCP (SP) 10.

The Congress gave up its
claim on the contentious Sangli
and Bhiwandi seats, which
will now be contested by the
Sena (UBT) and the NCP (SP),
respectively.

While the Sena (UBT) said
the goal of the alliance was to
defeat the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), the Congress said
it has decided to be “large-heart-
ed” to achieve this objective.

NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar,
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray and state Con-
gress president Nana Patole
announced the poll pact for
the 48 parliamentary seats in
the state after weeks of hectic
negotiations.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at ‘Shivalaya’, the Shiv
Sena (UBT) office in south
Mumbai, party head and former
state chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray said the seat-sharing

deal has been reached and in
an alliance, winning is impor-
tant and defeating the BJP is
the goal.

“When victory against the BJP
is the larger goal, we have to
set aside certain differences,”
he said when asked about the
Shiv Sena (UBT) refusing to
give Sangli seat to the Con-
gress.

Thackeray said there was a
strange coincidence of “surya
graham” (solar eclipse), “Ama-
vasya” (new moon) and the BJP
rally on the same day (Monday).

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s speech yesterday was
not that of a prime minister.
When we respond, please
don't take it as an insult of the
prime minister. Our criticism
will be about a leader of a cor-
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rupt party,” Thackeray said to a
query on Modi referring to his
party as “fake Shiv Sena”.

“It is not right for a leader of
the party of extortionists to call
us fake,” he said. The BJP is a
“party of extortionists” and this
was seen after the electoral
bonds “scam” was exposed,
Thackeray claimed.

Maharashtra Congress presi-
dent Nana Patole said his party
has decided to be “large-heart-
ed” to achieve the final goal of
defeating PM Modi and the BJP.

The Congress workers will
fight the BJP and ensure victory
of the MVA candidates in Sangli
and Bhiwandi, he said.

“Our workers will never forget
how the BJP ill-treated our lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi,” he said.

o *1

Patole said the parties of Thac-
keray and Sharad Pawar were
“hijacked” by rebels. “Leaders of
both the original parties are with
us and Modi calls the Uddhav
Thackeray-led party as fake
Shiv Sena,” he said.

As part of the deal, the Shiv
Sena (UBT) has got Jalgaon,
Parbhani, Nashik, Palghar,
Kalyan, Thane, Raigad, Maval,
Osmanabad, Ratnagiri-
Sindhudurg, Buldhana, Hath-
kanangkale, Aurangabad,
Shirdi, Sangli, Hingoli, Yavat-
mal-Washim, Mumbai South,
Mumbai South Central, Mumbai
North West and Mumbai North
East seats.

The Congress has got Nan-
durbar, Dhule, Akola, Amravati,
Nagpur, Bhandara-Gondia,
Gadchiroli-Chimur, Chandrapuir,
Nanded, Jalna, Mumbai North
Central, Mumbai North, Pune,
Latur, Solapur, Kolhapur and
Ramtek seats.

The NCP(SP) will contest
Baramati, Shirur, Satara, Bhi-
wandi, Dindori, Madha, Raver,
Wardhan, Ahmednagar South
and Beed seats.

The Lok Sabha polls will be
held in the state in five phases
from April 19 to May 20.

Ansari to attend his father Mukhtar
Ansari’s ‘fatiha’ tomorrow

NEW DELHI, Apr
9 (Agencies): The
Supreme Court on
Tuesday allowed UP
MLA Abbas Ansari’s
plea to attend his father
and gangster-politician
Mukhtar Ansari’s ‘fatiha’
ritual scheduled on April
10.

“The petitioner has
specifically averred that
‘Fatiha’ is scheduled
for tomorrow. We see
no reason to deny him
attendance of the ritual,”
a Bench led by Justice
Surya Kant said.

It directed that Abbas
Ansari be taken from
Kasganj jail by 5 pm
today under police
custody with adequate

security to take part in
his father’s ‘fatiha’ at
their ancestral place in
Ghazipur.

The Bench also
allowed his plea to meet
his family members for
two days between April
11 and April 12 before
being brought back to
Kasganj Jail on April 13.

It directed the police
authorities to frisk visi-
tors and ensure that no
weapons were carried.

At the request of
Uttar Pradesh Addi-
tional Advocate Gen-
eral Garima Prasad,
the Bench ordered that
accused Abbas Ansari
-- currently in judicial
custody in Kasganj Jail

in an arms license case
-- shall not talk to the
electronic media or the
print media.

Convicted in several
criminal cases, Mukhtar
Ansari died on March
28 following a cardiac
arrest while undergoing
life imprisonment.

The order came after
senior counsel Kapil
Sibal requested the
Bench to give Abbas
four days to meet his
family members.

Prasad opposed
Abbas Ansari’s plea,
saying there were 11
cases, including hei-
nous crime, pending
against him and that his
only intention was to be
out on bail.

The accused would
threaten witnesses
once he was out of jail,
she submitted. Alleg-
ing that Abbas created
a new gang in Chitra-
koot Jail and had to be
shifted to Kasganj Jail,
Prasad said, “He does
not deserve this court’s
leniency.”

NTA moves Calcutta High Court for quashing of Constable seriously injured in miscreants

FIR against its officials in Bhupatinagar case

KOLKATA, Apr 9
(Agencies): The Nation-
al Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Tuesday moved
the Calcutta High Court,
seeking the quashing of
an FIR against its offi-
cials who went to West
Bengal’s Bhupatinagar
for a raid in connection
with the agency’s probe
into a blast case.

Justice Jay Sengupta
granted permission to
file the application and
move his court in the
post-recess session of
the day, NIA counsel
Arun Kumar Mohanty

said.

The petition also seeks
interim protection from
any coercive action by
the state police against

the NIA officials.

One of the officials was
injured in an attack by
a mob when they were
returning from Bhupati-

nagar in East Midnapore
district on Saturday,
after arresting two per-
sons in connection with
its investigation into a
blast there in Decem-
ber, 2022 in which three
persons died.

While an FIR was
lodged on the basis of
a complaint by the NIA
officials at Bhupati-
nagar, a case was initi-
ated against the central
agency officials on a
complaint by some vil-
lagers, accusing them of
theft and outraging the
modesty of women.

attack in police camp at Sandeshkhali

KOLKATA, Apr 9
(Agencies): A constable
was seriously injured
after he was attacked
by unidentified miscre-
ants at a police camp
in Sandeshkhali area of
West Bengal’s North 24
Parganas district in the
early hours of Tuesday,
an officer said.

The injured police
constable, identified as
Sandip Saha, is under-
going treatment at a
city-based hospital, and
his condition is “very
critical”, he said.

“Saha has grievous
injuries in his head and
his condition is very criti-
cal at the moment,” the
police officer said.

Three persons, known
in the locality as Trin-
amool Congress lead-
ers, were arrested for
their alleged involve-
ment in the attack on
Saha at Sitalia police
camp, he said, adding
that police have lodged
a suo moto case in this
connection.

Two other policemen,
present in the camp,

were also beaten up but
their injuries were not
serious, the officer said.

Initial probe revealed
that Saha had a tiff with
the trio a few weeks
back, he said.

“This could be the
reason for the attack.
We are talking to the
arrested three. There
were two other police-
men on duty at the
camp. We are also talk-
ing to them,” the officer
said.

Sandeshkhali has
been in the news follow-

ing a team of Enforce-
ment Directorate offi-
cers being assaulted
by villagers when they
went there to conduct a
raid at the residence of
suspended TMC leader
Shajahan Shiekh in con-
nection with the ration
distribution scam in
West Bengal.

Allegations of sexual
atrocities on women and
land grabs were levelled
against local leaders of
the ruling Trinamool
Congress at Sandesh-
khali recently.
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3 killed, 20 injured in two homh

Initial reports suggested both blasts were committed

through IED planted motorbikes

KARACHI, Apr 9
(Agencies): At least
three people, includ-
ing a policeman, were
killed and 20 others
injured in two sepa-
rate bomb blasts in
Pakistan’s restive Balo-
chistan province, police
said on Tuesday.

In the first incident, a
policeman was killed
and 15 others were
injured when a blast
occurred at a mosque
in the Kuchlak area of
the province’s Quetta
district on Monday.

“People were offering
Maghrib prayers when
the explosion took place
at the mosque,” a police
official said.

In another incident,
two people were killed
and five others were
injured in a bomb blast
in a marketplace near
Umar Farooq Chowk
in Khuzdar town on
Monday.

A senior police official
said the blast took place
when there was a crowd,
including women and
children in the market
for Eid shopping.

“Two people have been

killed and five others

injured in the explo-
sion,” the senior officer
said, adding that police
and other law enforce-
ment forces rushed
to the explosion site
and shifted the bodies
and injured to Khuzdar
Teaching Hospital.
Bomb Disposal Squad
officials were busy
investigating both sites
and initial reports sug-
gested both blasts were
committed through
improvised explosive
devices (IED) planted
motorbikes and parked
near the Umar Farooq
Chowk and the mosque.
“It seems, the motor-
bike IEDs were deto-
nated with a remote

control,” the official said.

No banned outfit has
claimed responsibility
for the blasts so far, but
in the recent weeks this
year, there has been a
surge in terror attacks
by banned outfits and
terrorists in the province
in which security forces
and installations have
also been brazenly tar-
geted.

The banned Balo-
chistan Liberation Army
has laid claim to having
carried out three major
terror strikes in the prov-
ince in recent weeks in
Mach town, Gwadar
port and a naval base in
Turbat in which security
forces killed some 17
militants.

‘politics of hatred’

SEOUL, Apr 9 (Agencies):
Online disinformation and
hate speech are poisoning
politics the world over, but in
South Korea there have also
been real-life acts of violence
in a deeply polarised electorate
before polls on Wednesday.
Opposition leader Lee Jae-
myung was stabbed in the
neck in January in a dramatic
demonstration of the political
atmosphere in the run-up to
Wednesday’s legislative elec-
tion. Lee survived but analysts
fear the supercharged political
atmosphere and the weight of
“incitement to hatred” online
could lead others to step out
from behind their keyboards.
Wednesday'’s parliamentary
poll will decide whether the
opposition Democratic Party
(DP) can grow its majority and
further weaken conservative
President Yoon Suk Yeol and
his People Power Party (PPP).
The nation of 51 million
people has a host of urgent
problems, such as crippling
doctors’ strikes, a weak econo-
my, a shrinking population and
testy relations with nuclear-
armed North Korea. But online
rhetoric has focused more on
the personalities of the main
candidates and the outland-
ish dangers that, if some of
the thousands of social media
posts are to be believed, the
parties supposedly represent.
“If we don’t win a majority,

Lee Jae-myung will surrender
our nation to Red China and
destroy the Korea-US alli-
ance,” reads one typical mes-
sage on Facebook. Doctored
images and videos have also
proliferated, according to AFP
factchecks, such as one show-
ing Lee bowing to a statue of
Chinese communist leader
Mao Zedong. Relations with
China are a touchy subject in
South Korea. Other images
were altered to show him being
attacked with a chopstick or
just lightly wounded. In reality,
Lee was stabbed with a hunt-
ing knife in the attack in the
port city of Busan and needed
emergency surgery.

Ex-presidents in jail

Politics is famously adver-
sarial in South Korea, where
two of the past three presidents
have ended up in jail on cor-
ruption charges. Yoon defeated
Lee by the smallest margin in
South Korean political history
to become president in 2022
and the divisions have deep-
ened since then.

PPP leader Han Dong-hoon
dubbed Lee and Cho Kuk of the
Rebuilding Korea Party “crimi-
nals” at one rally, a reference
to allegations made against by
the two men.

Yoon has used epithets for his
opponents such as “anti-state
forces” and “gang-like cartels”.

Lee Jae-kook, media and
communications professor at

Sungkyunkwan University, said
social media has supercharged
the political polarisation.

“What previously was
absorbed through the con-
sumer’s voluntary participation
is now subliminally propagated
as users unwittingly access
the web or browse YouTube
videos, making such messag-
es ever more dangerous,” Lee
Jae-kook told agency.

‘Traitors’

The online history of Lee Jae-
myung’s attacker, a 67-year-old
real estate agent who was dis-
guised as a supporter at a cam-
paign event, was revealing.

“The only way for South Korea
to renew itself is by arresting
and executing Lee Jae-myung,
Moon Jae-in and all their fellow
Communist traitors,” he wrote
in one post months before,
referring to Yoon’s predeces-
sor. “Only then can President
Yoon Suk Yeol be freed up to
save this country.”

Lee Jae-han, a political scien-
tist at Incheon University, told
agency the incident showed
how the current climate meant
that a politician “can at once
be the target of zealous hatred
as well as near-religious ado-
ration”. Weeks after Lee Jae-
myung’s stabbing, a 15-year-
old boy repeatedly hit ruling
party lawmaker Bae Hyun-jin
on the back of the head with
a rock in Seoul’s upscale
Gangnam district. Bae’s inju-

ries were not serious but Yoon
described the attack on her as
an act of “terrorism”.

Fabricated video

Police said on Monday they
had arrested a man who alleg-
edly created a fabricated
video uploaded to Instagram,
Facebook and TikTok of Yoon
apologising for corruption and
incompetence.

Facebook and other social
media platforms have taken
some posts down but the sheer
volume is overwhelming.

Both major parties have called
for an end to what opposition
leader Lee called the “politics
of hatred” but experts say the
hostility hasn’t diminished, and
nor is it likely to because of
social media.

Research by Sungkyunkwan
University’s Lee Jae-kook
found that of 30 million com-
ments left on news reports of
the 2022 presidential election,
half contained some form of
hate expression.

“Most of these verged on typi-
cal insults and put-downs, but
a significant portion resembled
incitement to hatred, where
users called for acts of vio-
lence against certain figures
or groups,” Lee Jae-Kook said.

“We’ve seen this kind of trend
before when Trumpism took
hold of a polarised America”,
he said.

“South Korea may be its clos-
est cousin.”

Myanmar junta slams UN’s ‘one-sided’ human X employees facing arrest
in Brazil: Elon Musk

rights claim

YANGON, Apr 9 (Agencies):
Myanmar’s junta on Tuesday
slammed the UN’s “one-sided
allegations” about its human
rights record and said it had
received no official commu-
nication regarding the recent
appointment of a new UN spe-
cial envoy to the conflict-torn
country.

The Southeast Asian nation
has been in turmoil since the
military seized power in Febru-
ary 2021, ending a brief demo-
cratic experiment and sparking
clashes with ethnic rebel groups
and anti-coup fighters.

The junta has reacted with
fury to attempts by the UN and
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc to
establish dialogue between it
and its opponents, whom it has
vowed to “annihilate”.

Last week the UN’s rights
council adopted a resolution
slamming “horrific and system-
atic human rights violations” in
Myanmar.

It also criticised the junta’s
“stranglehold” on humanitarian

Imran Khan’s jail security measures
cost Rs 1.2 million month

[ SN

exacerbating a crisis that has
displaced more than 2.5 million
people.

That resolution “included
unfounded and one-sided alle-
gations,” the junta’s foreign
affairs ministry said in a state-
ment published in the Global
New Light of Myanmar news-
paper.

“Therefore, Myanmar categor-
ically rejects the resolution.”

The statement also said

the UN had made “no official
communication to Myanmar”
regarding last week’s appoint-
ment of a new UN special envoy
to the country.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres appointed former
Australian foreign minister Julie
Bishop to the post, which has
been vacant since the depar-
ture in June 2023 of Noeleen
Heyzer.

The Singaporean sociolo-
gist was tasked with urging the

military to engage in political
dialogue with opposing groups
and end a bloody crackdown it
launched after toppling the gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu Kyi.

She visited the Southeast
Asian nation in 2022 and met
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
and other top military officials
in a move criticised by rights
groups as lending legitimacy to
the generals.

But she was denied a meeting
with detained democracy figure-
head Suu Kyi and later irked
junta officials who accused her
of issuing a “one-sided state-
ment” of what had been dis-
cussed.

She later vowed not to visit the
country again unless she was
allowed to meet Suu Kyi, who
is currently serving a 27-year
jail sentence handed down by
a closed-door junta court.

Myanmar’s UN envoy Kyaw
Moe Tun was appointed by
Suu Kyi’s government and has
refused to leave his post despite
the junta’s insistence that he no
longer represents the country.

SAN FRANCISCO,

Apr 9 (Agencies):
Tesla and SpaceX CEO
Elon Musk on Tuesday
alleged that employees
of his X social media
platform in Brazil are
facing arrest amid his
ongoing stand-off with
the judiciary over block-
ing some X accounts.
The tech billionaire
said that X needs to get
employees in Brazil to a
safe place and then “we
will do a full data dump”.

“They have been told
they will be arrested,” he
posted on X.

Neither Musk nor
the Brazilian govern-
ment revealed which
accounts were ordered
by Supreme Court
judge, Alexandre de
Moraes, to be blocked,
which started the tussle
between Musk and the
government.

Amid reports that the
Brazilian government
will also suspend all

Starlink contracts in
their ongoing battle with
Musk, the X owner said
that Starlink will provide
free Internet for schools
in Brazil “if the govern-
ment won’t honour their
contract.”

“When did de Moraes
become the dictator of
Brazil?” said Musk.

“He (de Moraes)
demanded that X sus-
pend accounts of people
who raised corruption
concerns while insist-
ing that X pretend the
suspension was for vio-
lating our terms of ser-
vice,” Musk alleged.

“We obey the laws of
countries even if we
disagree with them, but
this requires violating
the laws of Brazil.”

The tech billionaire
earlier said that he
would lift “all the restric-
tions” even if the com-
pany had to close their
office in the country.

- US, China, Australia Among Hotspots

Report For Toxic “Forever Chemicals”: Study

ISLAMABAD, Apr
9 (Agencies): Former
Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan'’s jail secu-
rity measures at the
Adiala Jail in Rawal-
pindi are costing a hefty
monthly bill of over Rs
1.2 million (12 lakh),
according to prison
authorities.

According to the
report submitted by the
jail superintendent to
the Lahore High Court
(LHC), the specialised
facilities provided to
Khan, 71, within the
prison premises include
a separate CCTV
camera system installed
for Rs 500,000, distinct
from the system over-
seeing the 7,000 other
prisoners.

Khan’s meals are pre-
pared in a dedicated
kitchen under the watch-
ful eye of the assistant
superintendent and are
subject to inspection
by a medical officer or

deputy superintendent
before being served,
agency reported.
Ateam of over six doc-
tors from Holy Family
Hospital is stationed to
provide medical care to
the former prime minis-
ter, with additional spe-
cialist teams conducting
regular check-ups.
Khan occupies two
of the seven special
cells available, while
the remaining five are
kept closed for security

s

reasons. Typically, 35
prisoners are accom-
modated in these cells.

Access to Khan’s
cell is tightly restricted,
requiring permission for
entry, and profession-
ally trained personnel
are assigned to ensure
the security of his ward.

While Adiala Jail typi-
cally assigns one per-
sonnel for every ten
prisoners, Khan’s secu-
rity detail comprises 15
personnel, including

ly:

two security officers
and three dedicated to
his personal security.

Moreover, a designat-
ed area within the jail
premises is allocated
for Imran Khan’s recre-
ational walks, equipped
with exercise machines
and other amenities.

Strict regulations are
enforced for visitors, and
comprehensive security
protocols are imple-
mented during court
proceedings.

The report reveals the
collaborative efforts of
jail police, Rangers, and
district police in ensur-
ing the security of Adiala
Jail, including regular
search operations and
mock drills.

Additional police
forces, Rangers, and
elite personnel are
deployed both within
and around Adiala Jail to
maintain a secure envi-
ronment for Imran Khan
and all inmates.
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SYDNEY, Apr 9
(Agencies): Danger-
ous concentrations of
long-lingering “forever
chemicals” have been
found in surface and
groundwater world-
wide, according to a
study released Tuesday
that showed Australia,
the United States and
Europe as hotspots.

A paper published in
the journal Nature Geo-
science analysed data
from 45,000 water sam-
ples globally and found
a “substantial fraction”
had levels of PFAS --
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per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances -- above
recommended levels.

Found in every-
day products such as
non-stick frying pans,
food packaging and
waterproof clothing,
the substances have
been linked to serious
health conditions includ-
ing cancer and birth
defects.

They have been found
everywhere from turtle
eggs to Antarctic snow,
but the latest study
showed they were prev-
alent in surface water

and groundwater used
by humans for drinking.

“Many of our source
waters are above PFAS
regulatory limits,” said
Denis O’Carroll, one
of the study’s authors
and a professor at the
University of New South
Wales in Australia.

O’Carroll said it was
already known that the
thousands of types
of forever chemicals
were “pervasive in the
environment” but he
expressed shock at
how much higher the
sampled levels were
versus compared with
recommended levels.

“We’re talking above
five percent, and it goes
over 50 percent in some
cases.”

The research found
that 69 percent of
groundwater samples
from around the world
surpassed Canada’s
minimum standards and
six percent of samples

surpassed the EU’s
standard.

Australia, China, the
United States and parts
of Europe were shown
to be global hotspots of
high concentrations of
PFAS.

However, the study
acknowledged that
these locations were
also areas with the
highest level of testing,
and with more research,
comparable results
could be found across
the globe.

PFAS is considered
to be spread across the
globe, but the extent of
contamination on the
earth’s surface and in
waterways and drinking
supplies is not known.

Canada, the United
States, the European
Union and Australia
have begun restricting
the use of PFAS amid
health and environmen-
tal concerns.
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Oust BIP to save Ambedkar's constitution: Tony

Urges people to support & vote for INDI Alliance candidates

Top News Report

SUCHETGARH, Apr 9:
In a fervent call to uphold
the principles laid down
by Dr. B.R Ambedkar
in the Indian Constitu-
tion, Taranijit Singh Tony,
General Secretary of the
J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee and DDC
Suchetgarh, has urged
the people of border vil-
lages to rally against the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the upcoming
elections.

He emphasized the criti-
cal need to safeguard the
essence of Ambedkar’s
vision by rejecting the
BJP’s divisive politics and
restoring the true spirit of
democracy.

He was speaking while
campaigning in sup-
port of Raman Bhalla,
Congress Candidate for
Jammu Reasi Lok Sabha
seat in Village Rangpur
Sadrey, here today. Ear-
lier, he received rousing
reception by Ex Sarpanch

Capt. Fatey Chand and
prominent people of the
area. Sham Lal Bhagat,
former Sarpanch Chakroi
was also present.

With the nation at a
crossroads, Tony assert-
ed that the principles

enshrined in the Constitu-
tion are under threat, par-
ticularly in the face of the
BJP’s regressive agenda.
He highlighted the imper-
ative to protect the rights
and dignity of every citi-
zen, irrespective of their

caste, creed, or religion,
echoing Ambedkar’s
foundational principles of
equality and justice.
“Today, as we witness
the erosion of consti-
tutional values and the
marginalization of mar-

ginalized communities, it
is our duty to reclaim the
essence of Ambedkar’s
Constitution. We cannot
afford to stand idly by as
the BJP undermines the
very fabric of our democ-
racy. It is time to oust
the BJP and safeguard
the legacy of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar,” he added.

The senior Congress
leader emphasized the
need for a united front to
counter divisive forces
and uphold the principles
of social justice and secu-
larism.

As the nation prepares
for pivotal elections,
Tony called upon voters
to reflect on the funda-
mental values that define
India’s identity as a dem-
ocratic republic. He urged
them to exercise their
democratic right judi-
ciously and vote for INDI
Alliance candidates who
are committed to uphold-
ing the ideals of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr.DEN-IIVFZR acting for and on behalf of The President of

only payment mades available on www.ireps.gov.in pora

Cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed. For
logon to www.ireps.gov.in

tenders (E-Tenders) against below titled tenders and available on
www.Ireps.gov.in with clesing date- 26/04/2024 up to 15:00 Hrs. Biddars will
be able to submit their originalrevised bids up to closing date and time only.
Manual affers ara not allowed against this tendars, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make payments against
this tender towards tender document cost and eamest money only through

debit card, credit card efc. Manual payments through Demand draft Banker

NOTICE

I, Shehnaz Mah-
boob, D/o Meh-
boob Ahmed
Padder, R/o
Kamal Pura Bha-
darwah, Dis-
trict Doda J&K
UT, am applying

Azadi g,
Amrit Mahotsay

India invites opan

I like nat banking,

mare information

Tendar Type Tendering Section Bidding System o el Gl
Opan Works Single Bid Systam
Date of Uploading Tenders|  Bid Starting Date | Bid Closing Date/Time license prima-
04.04.2024 12.04.2024 26.04.2024 | 15:00 Hrs. ry wood based
S.MNo. Tender No. Detalls of Tender

04-2024-25- | Upgradation/ Improvement of Goods shed at Nurmahal
1. | ADEN=JUC | onPHR-LNK sectionunderADENAUGC

industry at Ward
No.05, Mohalla

Advertised Earmest Validity Pariod of -
Value [Rs.) Money of offer completion Kamalpura Bha
170,24, 111368 | 2,35,100,00/- &0 Days 06 Manths darwah district
Similar Nature of work; "Any civil work ather than track work”, Doda J&K UT.

2 | 0B-2024-25- | Provision of STP of 50 KLD at JUC in
ADEN-JUC | ADENAUC.

tha jurisdiction of

Objections if any

of sewerage or effluent treatment plant”,

Similar Nature of work: "Supply, design, erection and commissioning

Advertised Eamest Validity Period of may be reported
Value (Rs.) Money of offer completion Di ict Poll
820680583 | 1659000 G0Days | 06 Months to District Pollu-

tion Office Doda

fender. No. 04 & 06-2024-24-ADEN-JUC  Date: 05.04.2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Rl

Mote : 1. Before bidding, bidders to check for any comigendum issued sgainst

within 07 days of
the publication of
this notice.
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LS Polls: CRPF, BSF personnel
leave Manipur for West Bengal

West Bengal, which has witnessed political
clashes in 2019 Lok Sabha polls. The state
will see the highest deployment of central
forces during the upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions season.

On Monday, the home ministry wrote to the
police chiefs in Manipur, West Bengal and
central armed forces asking them to coor-
dinate with the state government and rail-
way board for the deployment of the central
forces. The 50 companies of CAPFs coming
from Manipur are part of the deployment of
additional 100 companies (55 of CRPF, 45 of
BSF) being sent to the state as requested by
the Election Commission for smooth conduct
of polls.

The deployment of central security forces
for VIP security and election duties gains
significance as clashes between workers
belonging to various political parties has
often led to blame game between the Centre
and state governments.

While the CRPF is asking the West Bengal
police to finalise the deployment of the addi-
tional 100 companies, it is also approaching
the railway board for immediate arrangement
of special trains and coaches for immediate
deployment in the state.

As many as 177 companies of CRPF, BSF,
CISF, ITBP, SSB and Railway Protection
Force (CRPF - 33 companies, BSF - 97
companies, CISF - 17, ITBP - 10 companies,
SSB - 15 companies, RPF - 5 companies) are
already deployed in West Bengal for area
domination, confidence building measures
and ensure free and fair polls.

Meanwhile, the MHA is putting in place an
action plan to address the short term and
long term concerns in Manipur by suspend-
ing the free movement regime on the India-
Myanmar border as well as not extending the
suspension of operations agreement with
some of the armed insurgent groups in the
state.

More than 200 companies (nearly 2,000
personnel) of central armed police forces
along with 175 columns of Army and Assam
Rifles were on the ground in Manipur since
last year, especially at hotspots in the valley
and hill areas where violence has been
taking place every now and then.

The day-to-day lives of people were thrown
in disarray, with many of them in shelter
camps, as military jeeps, armed personnel
roamed the streets. This has been one of the
worst ethnic clashes witnessed in the state
in recent times as armed insurgent groups,
vested interests, cross border routes added
to the complete breakdown of law and order.

But, as the poll season kicks in, the MHA
is reworking the deployments to meet imme-
diate requirements for poll duties across
phases till June as people of Manipur wait

to breathe a sign of relief.

Minor dies, another injured
after falling from house in
Bandipora

that a five year-old girl Hoorun Ain daughter
of Reyaz Ahamd Rather died while as her
four year old cousin brother Zamin Gulzar
son of Gulzar Ahamd Rather was critically
inured on last night after they both fell from
two storey house in Asham village in Bandi-
pora district.

He said that Zamin Gulzar was immediately
taken to Skims Soura Srinagar for treatment.

Meanwhile police have taken cognizance
and started an investigation.

Liberty granted to move the learned judge
under Section 36 of the Arbitration Act. Matter
to be taken up at reasonable despatch, though
we are aware of

the High Court’s burden,” directed the apex
court.

This follows recent criticism from the

Supreme Court regarding the Bombay
High Court’s handling of similar cases. The
Supreme Court urged judges of the Bombay
High Court to expedite the hearing and
disposal of bail matters, emphasizing that
delays could lead to deprivation of personal
liberty.

This news story was originally reported by
Bar and Bench.

Delhi HC dismisses Kejriwal's
plea: ‘ED in possession of
sufficient materials for arrest’

arrest. His non-joining of the probe, delay
caused by him, impacted those in judicial
custody, the Court said.

The Court observed material collected by
ED revealed that the Delhi CM conspired
and was involved in the formulation of excise
policy and used proceeds of crime. “He is
allegedly involved in personal capacity in
the formulation of policy and demanding
kickbacks, and secondly, in the capacity of
national convenor of AAP,” Live Law report-
ed. Kejriwal was arrested by ED on March 21
and has been remanded to judicial custody
till April 15. The Delhi CM questioned the
veracity of statements given by approvers
and argued the statements were given in
exchange for their release and ticket to con-
test elections. However, the Court said, “Who
gives tickets for contesting election or who
purchases electoral bonds is not the concern
of the court.”

Over 2 Lakh Expected to Gather for
PM's Rallyin JK on April 12, Claims BJP

Prime Minister’s rally. Acknowledging the
logistical challenges posed by such a large
gathering, meticulous planning is under-
way to address essential amenities such as
water supply, restroom facilities, and parking
arrangements.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had earlier
unveiled an extensive campaign strategy,
enlisting the support of 40 leaders, including
prominent national figures and local stal-
warts.

Among the high-profile leaders slated to
participate in the campaign were Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, BJP National Presi-
dent Jagat Prakash Nadda, Defense Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, and Home Minister Amit
Shah. Additionally, the lineup includes other
notable personalities such as National High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, and Minister
Anurag Thakur, among others. The BJP’s
campaign roster featured a mix of seasoned
politicians and emerging leaders, aiming
to resonate with diverse segments of the
electorate. Notable inclusions are Jairam
Thakur, Sunil Jakhar, Smriti Irani, Bhajan
Lal Sharma, Pushkar Singh Dhami, and
Tarun Chugh, among others, highlighting
the party’s concerted effort to leverage both
national and local appeal.

ED nabs Delhi cyber fraudster
atIGlin Rs 4,978 Crore Scam

Nepal, the agency said on Tuesday.

ED said that Kumar’s involvement primar-
ily revolves around defrauding the general
public through various cyber fraud schemes,
subsequently laundering the proceeds of
crime, and siphoning off the same out of
India.

“He devised a distinctive method of defraud-
ing individuals, utilising servers located in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to orchestrate
scams, with a parallel system established in
India to support the syndicate’s operations in
the UAE,” ED said.

The agency produced Kumar before a Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
court here in the city soon after the arrest
and got his custody for a period of nine days
until April 9.

ED initiated an investigation on the basis of
various First Information Reports registered
throughout India, including Delhi, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Chandigarh.

“Punit Kumar is one of the important
kingpins within a syndicate responsible

for orchestrating a series of cybercrimes
and online gaming schemes across India
between the period 2020 and 2024, amount-
ing to huge illicit gains of Rs. 4,978 crore,
all of which have been siphoned off abroad.
Since the date of the search conducted at
his premise, Punit Kumar had been avoiding
summons issued by the ED and had tried to
remain untraceable,” said the ED in a state-
ment.

Prior to this, another accused, Ashish
Kakkar, was also arrested by the ED on
March 2 this year from a hotel in Gurugram.
Ashish Kakkar is currently in judicial custody.

ED also executed search and seizure
operations on May 22-23 last year across
25 premises located in Delhi (11), Gujarat
(7), Maharashtra (4), Madhya Pradesh (2),
and Andhra Pradesh (1) as part of an inves-
tigation into foreign-registered online gaming
companies and websites operating in India.

Further, similar actions were carried out
at 14 premises in February and March this
year. These operations had led to the seizure
of various assets, including foreign-made
gold bars weighing a total of eight kilograms
valued at Rs 5.04 crore (from the premises of
Punit Kumar), cash amounting to Rs 75 lakh,
jewellery, high-end luxury watches, luxury
cars such as Mercedes, Audi, and Kia, as
well as incriminating documents and elec-
tronic devices containing evidence.

Numerous fake PAN cards and Aadhar
cards utilised in the establishment of shell
entities (which were used for layering pro-
ceeds of crime and siphoning off the same
abroad), mobile devices employed for man-
aging bank accounts of these entities, and
office stamps were also seized during these
operations.

To evade detection, individuals involved
in these activities have resorted to using
remote-based servers and laptops accessed
through remote desktop applications like
Anydesk and TeamViewer. In this instance,
two such remotely accessed laptops were
recovered and seized from the premises of
the entity providing server services, located
far from the actual operational sites.

The ED investigation revealed that these
online gaming companies and websites are
incorporated in small island nations such as
Curacao, Malta, and Cyprus.

“The fraudulent activities encompass vari-
ous forms such as investment fraud, part-
time job fraud, online shopping fraud and
loan fraud. One of the prevalent methods uti-
lised involves enticing individuals with guar-
anteed profits against investments, gradually
leading them into fraudulent schemes where
they invest their life savings,” stated the ED.

Subsequently, when individuals demand
returns, they are coerced into further pay-
ments under the pretext of taxes or pro-
cessing fees, until their invested funds are
depleted, said the agency.

Following the defrauding of the general
public, the ill-gotten gains are layered and
accumulated within bank accounts controlled
by Kumar, Kakkar, and their associates,
before being transferred out of India as for-
eign remittances.

“These individuals have established over
200 companies and firms, where Ashish
Kakkar and Punit Kumar serve as the ben-
eficial owners, utilising forged documents to
exert complete control over banking transac-
tions. Despite not holding official positions
within these companies, Punit Kumar and
Ashish Kakkar monitor and control every
transaction through loyal associates,” said
the ED.

“For the purpose of siphoning off the
proceeds of crime, they imported a huge
number of consignments declaring high-val-
ue items (e.g., rose oil, solar panel machin-
ery) from Dubai, Hong Kong, China, etc. in
various Special Economic Zones such as
SEZ Mundra, SEZ Kandla, etc. and subse-
quently exported the same from the SEZs
themselves.

“They have sent outward remittances
against imports to the tune of Rs 4978 crore
but no remittances have been realised
against the export of goods from SEZ. In
other words, they are also involved in circular
trading by way of import-export for the pur-
pose of Hawala transactions,” added the ED.

Distt Magistrate Leh
withdraws restrictions
effective U/$ 144

“Therefore |, Santosh Sukhadeve, IAS,
District Magistrate, Leh do hereby withdraw
the restrictions imposed by this office with
immediate effect,” reads the order further.

Rajnath on Beijing changing
names of Arunachal areas

But if anybody tries to harm our self-respect,
India has the capability to give a befitting
reply,” the defence minister asserted.

India had earlier this month outrightly
rejected as "senseless” China renaming
some places in Arunachal Pradesh, and
asserted that assigning “invented” names
does not alter the reality that the state ”is,
has been, and will always be” an integral
part of India.

Beijing had recently announced Chinese
names for 30 more places in Arunachal
Pradesh, which the neighbouring country
claims as southern part of Tibet. (Agencies)

Article 370 takes centre Stage
in 3-way fight in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Udhampur

his party’s agenda is to advocate restora-
tion of statehood to Jammu and Kashmir
and raise public issues, including land and
job rights.

The campaigning in the seat is expected
to reach a crescendo with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s rally in Udhampur on April
12. The Congress has planned a mega rally
the next day which is likely to be addressed
by Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Raj Babbar.

BJP candidate Jitendra Singh has said that
while the Congress was yet to clear its stand
on the Article 370 issue, the party is fighting
the election with the National Conference
that has publicly declared its opposition to
Article 370 abrogation and stated that if given
a chance they would seek to restore it.

“The Congress party should clear its stand
on Article 370... let them say that they will
restore Article 370 if at all brought back to
power. Otherwise, they are beating about
the bush and avoiding the issue they are
answerable for,” the senior BJP leader said
on Monday as he moved from one village to
the next seeking votes.

“We will not allow the Congress to run with
the hare and hunt with the hounds,” he said
and asserted that it was Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi who undid the acts of “omission
and commission” committed over the years
by successive Congress governments begin-
ning from first prime minister Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru.

The Union minister claimed that even
though the Congress leadership had agreed
to include Article 370 in the Constitution as a
temporary provision, “over a period of time,
they could not muster the courage to fulfil
their own commitment”.

“It was PM Modi who had the courage of
conviction to correct the fallacies and lapses
committed by the Congress,” he stressed,
responding to the Congress’ criticism of the
BJP-led government over its August 2019
decision to revoke Article 370 and bifurcate
the erstwhile state into two Union Territories
— Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

The three-time MLA and former minister,
who recently returned to the Congress fold,
is mincing no word to attack the Narendra
Modi government, accusing it of “destroying
Jammu and Kashmir during its 10 years of
misrule”.

“They have not only snatched our state-
hood but also special constitutional provi-
sions and our exclusive rights over land and
jobs. It is time to teach them a lesson.”

Lal Singh is currently on bail in a money
laundering case against an educational trust
run by his wife and former MLA Kanta Ando-
tra. In the campaigning, he is accompanied
by senior Congress leaders, including J-K
Congress chief Vikar Rasool Wani. Singh’s

wife and brother Rajinder Singh Bubby,
the former president of Kathua Municipal
Council, are separately canvassing for him
in Kathua.

As many as 12 candidates are in the fray
from the constituency which is spread over
five districts of Kishtwar, Doda, Ramban,
Udhampur and Kathua and has over 16.23
lakh voters, including 7.77 lakh women.

Jitendra Singh won the seat in 2014 and
2019. In 2014, he defeated Ghulam Nabi
Azad by a margin of 60,976 votes while in
2019 he won against Congress candidate
Vikramaditya Singh, the grandson of erst-
while Maharaja Hari Singh, by a margin of
3,563,272 votes.

Lal Singh won the seat on a Congress ticket
in 2004 and 2009.

Union minister Anurag Thakur addressed a
public meeting in Udhampur last week and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
will address a rally in Support of Jitendra
Singh on April 10. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
are also slated to hold poll meetings in sup-

port of the BJP candidate.

Thousands Throng Yaishno Devi
Shrine On First Day 0f Chaitra
Navratri

and officials attended the yagya ceremony,
apart from the pilgrims, the spokesperson
said.

The havan is being telecasted live on MH1
Shraddha channel from 12 noon to 1 pm daily
for the nine days, he added.

The shrine has been specially decorated for
Navratri with intricate colourful lighting, floral
arrangements, coupled with traditional motifs
and embellishments.

The spokesperson said the board has made
elaborate arrangements as per the directions
of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, who is
also the chairman of SMVDSB, to facilitate
the large number of pilgrims expected to visit
the temple during the Navratri.

These arrangements include round-the-
clock water and power supply along the
tracks leading to the shrine, sanitation and
medical facilities and availability of special
‘fasting food’ at the board’s ‘bhojanalayas’,
he said.

“For the ease and comfort of pilgrims,
facilities such as accommodation, battery-
operated vehicles, passenger ropeways and
helicopter services have been provided and
are operating smoothly,” he added.

Free meals will also be available to the pil-
grims at Tarakote Marg and Prasad Kendra
at Sanjichatt, besides the ‘langar sewa’ at
Bhairon Ji.

To facilitate the smooth pilgrimage for dif-
ferently-abled pilgrims, the board is providing
free pony and battery car services to the
shrine, the official said.

Other special features of the Navratri
celebration in Vaishno Devi shrine include
‘bhajan’ and ‘atka aarti’ by renowned artists,
he added.

Ex-Cop wanted in triple
murder, drug trafficking
arrested

been evading arrest after jumping bail
during his trial before the Court of the Addi-
tional Sessions Judge in Jammu.

Ali is a key accused in the triple murder
case registered in 2021 in Arnia police sta-
tion and was also found to be involved in
drug trafficking with the charge sheet already
submitted to the court, they said.

During the trial, Ali was granted interim bail,
but he went absconding. Acting on a tip-off,
a police team from Arnia police station con-
ducted a raid and arrested him here, they
said. Two constables, including Ali and Bhu-
pinder Singh, were involved in a firing inci-
dent in which three people — Sabar Chowd-
hary, Arif Chowdhary and Babar Chowdhary,
all residents of RS Pura tehsil — were killed
and another injured, the officials said.
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NEW DELHI, Apr 9
(Agencies): Food aggre-
gator Swiggy, which was
a private limited firm, has
converted itself into a
public limited company
ahead of its possible IPO
listing this year, the com-
pany stated in its filing to
the Registrar of Compa-
nies.

Swiggy Private Limited
is now Swiggy Limited,
as per the filing, reported
Entrackr, the first outlet to
report the development.
This makes the food-
delivery and quick-com-
merce platform the latest
in the long list of new-age
companies going the IPO
way, including the likes of
Ola Electric, FirstCry and
Awfis.

Swiggy is expected to
seek a valuation of $12-15

ABVP CU Jammu unit pays tribute to Martyr

million and raise a sum of
$1 billion. Baron, a US-
based fund manager, had
revised the value of its
stake in Swiggy to $87.2

million in March, thereby
hinting a valuation of
$12.16 billion for the hold-
ing company of the food-
delivery platform.

Chanderkant Sharma

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad (ABVP) Central Uni-
versity Jammu (CUJ) unit
on Tuesday paid floral
tribute to Martyr Chan-
derkant Sharma on the
occasion of his Balidan
Diwas.

Chandrakant Sharma
was among the found-
ing members of ABVP
in district Kishtwar when
terrorism was at its peak
during the 90’s period.

He had a special con-
tribution in increasing the
work of ABVP and play
great role to awaken
nationalism among the
youth. Chandrakant
later became the Prant
Seh-Seva Pramukh of
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh.

On this day in the year
2019, terrorists attacked
Chandrakant ji in the
premises of District Hos-
pital Kishtwar, in which
he and his bodyguard
were martyred.

On this occasion,
Kuljeet Shan highlighted
his biography, he told that

Chandrakant ji’s role in
maintaining the morale of
the society during the ter-
rorism is unforgettable.
In the 90s, when
Hindus were migrating
from Kishtwar due to
terrorism, he played an
important role in stopping
the migration as well as

.
S
Top News Report

CHANDIGARH, Apr 9:
Surgeons from Yamu-
nanagar attended a
hernia symposium at
Paras Health , Panch-
kula. The symposium
focused on the emergen-
cy surgical management
of patients with complex
hernias

During symposium
hernia cases with
extended total extra peri-
toneal approach were
demonstrated by Dr. Amit
Bansal, Senior Consul-
tant General & Minimal
Access Surgery at Paras
Health Panchkula.

One case with supra
umbilical hernia and
another bilateral inguinal
hernia were also demon-
strated.

Addressing sympo-
sium, Dr. Amit Bansal
said that in this tech-
nique we enter behind
the rectus muscle and
mesh is placed behind
both the rectus muscle
thus preventing it from
being in contact with the
bowel.

Single layer mesh
(prolene) is used in this
repair and we need it to
fix the mesh, informed Dr.
Amit Bansal

Dr Amit further said that

though hernia is a seri-
ous medical condition
earlier, innovative medi-
cal procedures especially
laparoscopy/ endoscopy
have been boon for
hernia operations.

A hernia occurs when
an organ pushes through
an opening in the muscle
or tissue that holds it in
place. There have been
many innovations in tech-
nology used for the sur-
gery of hernia, including
laparoscopy.

Many new products,
implants, meshes have
also been introduced
recently, added Dr. Amit
Bansal.

The latest change in
the Swiggy’s registration
comes two months after
the company changed its
name from Bundl Tech-

in keeping the society
together and maintaining
their morale.

He said that we all
should take inspiration
from him and always
work keeping the nation
first, and he also said
that even today the patri-
otic society of Kishtwar

nology Private Limited to
Swiggy Private Limited, in
a bid to bolster its brand
identity. The company
also appointed Suparna
Mitra as independet
director to its board to fill
the position left vacant by
Mallika Srinivasan who
stepped down in Febru-
ary.

In a bid to improve its
financials ahead of the
IPO, the company has
been on a drive to cut
costs to achieve profit-
ability. The company had
laid of 350-400 staff,
accounting to 6 per cent
of its total workforce, as
part of these measures.

Though Swiggy’s reve-
nue surged 45 per cent to
Rs 8,625 crore in FY23,
its net loss increased to
Rs 4,179 crore.

is united against terror-
ism and will never let the
plans of anti-nationals be
fulfilled.

On this occasion, all the
workers of the unit includ-
ing the unit president, unit
secretary, other students
and research scholars
were remain present.

Raman Bhalla roared in
Samba, appealing to the

voters to vote for the party
Top News Report

SAMBA, Apr 9: BJP snatched away the rights of the
people within 10 years. The status of the historical state
of Jammu and Kashmir was snatched away. The future
of the youth of Jammu and Kashmir has been ruined.
The youth are being pushed towards drugs under the
scheme. At present people are facing important problems
like electricity, water and roads. Congress candidate from
Jammu Reasi Lok Sabha seat Raman Bhalla said these
things while addressing the people during a huge public
meeting organized in Nud of district Samba. Appealing
to the people, he said that in this era of bureaucratic
governance, the systems have derailed. He alleged that
there has been no democracy in Jammu and Kash-
mir for the last six years. Meanwhile, former minister
Kundal said that arbitrary rules are being imposed on
people by bureaucrats. Due to which people are facing
huge problems. Appealing to the youth, he said that
they should vote in the interest of the Congress Party
and if the Congress Party government is formed in the
country, then Agni Veer will be eliminated. Addressing
the public, District President Sanjeev Sharma said that
inflation, corruption and unemployment are at their peak
in the country. The government has nothing to do with
these important issues. The work of dividing people is
being done only in the name of religion. Sanjeev Sharma
demanded from the youth of Samba that they should ask
questions to the BJP leaders as to why they destroyed
the future of the youth by giving contract to the Army.
Sanjeev Sharma appealed to the people present at the
meeting to vote in favor of Congress to restore democ-
racy and protect the right to land and jobs like the people
of Ladakh and to restore regular service recruitment for
the youth. A large number of senior Congress leaders
and workers were present on this occasion.

Empowering Cultural Identity: Bani youth advocate for Phari ST Status

Top News Report

BANI, Apr 9: The youth of Bani
have spoken resoundingly on
the fundamental issue of Pahari
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status,
aligning their demand with the
cultural and linguistic heritage
shared by the community. In
the wake of the recent declara-
tion of ST status to Rajouri and
Poonch based on their Pahadi
identity, the people of Bani have
fervently called for similar recog-
nition, citing their cultural affinity
and linguistic ties to the Phadi

language.

The intensifying momentum
surrounding the issue under-
scores the growing sentiment
among the populace, particu-
larly in Bani, where the demand
for Pahadi ST status has gained
significant traction. Residents
are dismayed by government
reports suggesting an absence
of Phadi-speaking population in
Kathua district, perceiving itas a
grave injustice that neglects their
cultural identity and heritage.

In light of this, the community
has issued a fervent appeal to

the administration, urging them
to acknowledge the Phadi lan-
guage and culture as integral
components of their identity. Fur-
thermore, they have called upon
all political parties and their lead-
ers to heed their plea, empha-
sizing that their support will be
contingent upon a firm commit-
ment to securing ST status for
the Phadi-speaking populace.
“The youth of Bani stand united
in our demand for recognition of
our cultural and linguistic heri-
tage,” stated a spokesperson
for the community. “We implore

the administration to rectify the
oversight regarding the Phadi-
speaking population in Kathua
district and extend the rightful
acknowledgment to our com-
munity.”

The sentiment resonating
among the youth of Bani reflects
a broader aspiration for equitable
representation and recognition
of cultural diversity within the
region. Their unwavering resolve
underscores the imperative for
inclusive policies that uphold the
rights and dignity of all commu-
nities.

Relief for Byju’s employees as payout
of pending March salaries begins

MUMBAI, Apr 9 (Agen-
cies): In a relief to Byju’s
employees, the crisis-
hit edtech major began
paying pending salaries
for March on Monday.

The payout process,
which was delayed due
to an ongoing liquidity
crunch in the company,
is likely to be completed
by April 18, said reports.

In a email to the staff,
Byju’s stated that it will
be able to pay sala-
ries on time through an
alternate line of credits,
according to The Eco-
nomic Times.

“We are pleased to
inform you that salary
disbursement has com-
menced today and will be
completed over the next
10 days. However, we
have arranged an alter-
native line of credit to

X

ensure timely payments.
We sincerely appreciate
your patience and under-
standing throughout this
period,” the email stated,
as cited by the daily.
Byju’s is yet to get nod
to access proceeds
from its rights issue
funds after the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) ordered the firm
to keep the money in an
escrow account, which

BYJU'S

e

led to delay in salary
payouts.

The tribunal order
came after four of Byju’'s
investors -- Prosus NV,
Peak XV Partners, Gen-
eral Atlantic and Sofina
SA -- filed a petition
challenging the edtech
firm’s move to raise $200
million at a post-money
valuation of $225 million.

The next hearing on
the case is on April 23.

Samsung to launch new range
- of AI TVs in India on April 17

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Sam-
sung, India’s largest con-
sumer electronics brand,
is gearing up to launch
its new range of Artificial
Intelligence-powered tele-
visions on April 17, 2024.

The upcoming launch of
Al televisions comes on
the back of Samsung’s
big Al-related announce-
ments earlier this year.
Samsung launched
Galaxy Al for its smart-
phones with Galaxy S24
series in January, and
Bespoke Al for its home
appliances earlier this

week.

Samsung’s Neo QLED
8K series, Neo QLED
4K series and the OLED
series are all likely to be
powered by Al this year.

Samsung has also
started taking early orders
from consumers inter-
ested in buying its new
range of Al TVs in India.
Consumers can pre-
order Samsung’s new Al
TVs by paying INR 5000
on Samsung.com and
the Samsung shop App.
Customers who pre-order
Samsung’s new Al-pow-
ered TVs will be eligible
for early access special

offers on their purchase.

Consumers pre-order-
ing Neo QLED 8K Series
(75 inches and above)
can avail benefits worth
Rs 15000 on their pur-
chase, while consumers
pre-ordering Neo QLED
4K & OLED Series will get
benefits worth Rs 10000
on their purchase.

Samsung’s new Neo
QLED 8K TV delivers a
premium viewing experi-
ence, personalised expe-
riences, energy savings
and innovative features
with ultra-immersive
audio and powerful audio
features.

BMW Group India Sets the Pace
with Strong Start in 2024

i
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: BMW
Group India has posted
strong business perfor-
mance in the first quar-
ter of 2024 (January
— March). BMW Group
India delivered 3,680
cars (BMW and MINI)
and 1,810 motorcycles
(BMW Motorrad). BMW
sold 3,510 units and
MINI 170 units.

BMW Group India
recorded +51% growth
in car sales in Q1
(BMW + MINI), riding
on high demand for its
Sports Activity Vehicles,
Luxury Class and Elec-
tric Vehicles. Models
like the BMW X7, BMW
X3, BMW X1 and BMW

3 Series were sold-out.
Vikram Pawah, Presi-
dent, BMW Group India
said, “BMW Group India
has posted strong perfor-
mance in the first quarter
of the year. Breaking ear-
lier records, Q1 car sales
achieved new heights
with successful growth
of +51%! Our firm leader-
ship in the luxury elec-
tric car market remains
undisputed thanks to
the most diverse range
of products. The exclu-
sive BMW Luxury Class
has also assumed a seg-
ment-leading position.
Our key car models are
at the top of their game
and with significant new
launches in the pipeline,
we will raise the heat in

luxury market.”

BMW Group Electric
Vehicles carried for-
ward their unabated
leadership in the luxury
segment in to Q1 2024
by delivering 211 units
(+26%). BMW i7 claimed
prime position as the
largest selling EV,
reflecting the growing
allure of sustainable
mobility in flagship seg-
ment. The most elabo-
rate range of luxury EVs
on offer - BMW i7, BMW
iX, BMW i4, BMW iX1
and MINI SE - fuelled
greater demand among
customers. The much-
awaited BMW i5 will be
launched soon and will
further augment the EV
portfolio.

Vote for me for a better future: Ganesh Chaudhary

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Hindu-
stan Shakti Sena leader
and Lok Sabha candi-
date Ganesh Choudhary
addressed several meet-
ings today, in which party
workers and people from
every district participat-
ed. Chaudhary promised
everyone present that
once he comes to power,
he will fight on all the gen-
uine issues of the people
in the Parliament.

He further said that he
will work to curb inflation
and unemployment. He
said that he will improve
the livelihood of the
weaker section of the
society by bringing many
schemes for the public.

Along with giving prior-
ity to the demands of the
farmers, we will work day

and night for the weaker
section of the society,
because the party’s only
goal is to serve the public.

Chaudhary said that we
will ensure implementa-
tion of the principle at the
ground level to help the
deprived sections over-
come their difficulties and
poverty.

He sought wholehearted
support from the people in
the Lok Sabha elections
to realize the unfulfilled
dreams of the people
in the shortest possible
time.

He said that we will ful-
fill all our promises made
before the elections, so
now the time has come for
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir to strengthen
our party by giving posi-
tive response so that the
demands of the people

are fulfilled. On this occa-
sion, Samba District Head
Nek Ram, Badi Brahmana
President Sanjeet Kumar,
Arnia Deputy Head Bharat
Bhushan, Bishnah Block
Head Shankar Singh,
Bishnah Block Deputy
Head Mohan Lal, Arnia
Block Secretary Kamal
Kumar, Village Pindi Head
Rakesh Kumar, Bish-
nah Women Wing Head
Neelam Kumari. Bishnah
General Secretary Tripta
Devi, Jammu District
Head Sonia Chaudhary,
Meeran Saheb Block
Head Santosh Devi, Arnia
Block Head Geeta Devi,
Arnia Block Deputy Head
Sheela Devi, Badi Brah-
min President Madhuba-
la, Bari Brahmana Deputy
President Rahul Kumair,
Arnia Block Suman Devi
were present.
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IPL 2024: Was told ahout leading CSK in 2022, just want
to keep the team culture going, says Ruturaj Gaikwad

The team’s earlier leadership experiment with Jadeja did not work but CSK think-tank has been

CHENNAI, Apr 9 (Agencies):
The charismatic Mahendra
Singh Dhoni told Ruturaj Gaik-
wad to be prepared for Chennai
Super Kings captaincy back in
2022 and he has been ready
ever since even though there
were no “deep conversations”
between the two on how to lead
one of the most successful IPL
units.

Gaikwad, who led from the
front in the win against Kolkata
Knight Riders on Monday night,
was stunningly appointed CSK
captain a day before the IPL
opener on March 22.

The team’s earlier leader-
ship experiment with Ravindra
Jadeja did not work but the
CSK think-tank has been bull-
ish about Gaikwad’s long-term
reign.

Dhoni is known for his no non-
sense approach and that is how
he discussed the transition with
Gaikwad.

“To be honest, not really deep
conversations. | feel it was in
a very chilled state. Just one
conversation | would say. Just
we were practicing and he came
and told me all this stuff,” Gai-
kwad said in the post-match
press conference after the
seven-wicket win over Kolkata
Knight Riders here on Monday.

“Obviously, everyone, others
on the outside, would think they
are big shoes to fill, but | feel |
would always be myself and |
would like to continue the cul-
ture that has been going on.

Azhar Mahmood likely to be

bullish about Gaikwad'’s long-term reign

“I remember in 2022 when he
told me, ‘Probably not next year,
but after that, you might get a
chance to lead, so be ready
for it’. So, obviously after that,
| was always ready for it,” said
the opener.

A franchise like CSK is quite
meticulous with its planning and
that is why head coach Stephen
Fleming was discussing field
and bowling changes with Gai-
kwad last year.

“It was nothing new to me or a
surprise or a shock. | know how
to control the game. | know how
the game progresses, which
change (to make), and what to
do when, as | was doing for the
state team (Maharashtra) as

well.

“Even last year, Fleming and |
used to discuss captaincy after
every game, about how | felt,
what changes, bowling changes
what | felt we needed to do, this
or that. Every game, we had
one-on-one conversations so
that really helped.”

When asked what change had
he brought in as skipper, Gaik-
wad asserted that he believes
in continuity.

“Captaincy-wise, | don’t want
to be a specific kind of char-
acter. Just let things flow and
keep the culture of CSK going.
The success that we had and
the things we have been doing,
| don’t want to change a single

bit of it.

“I just want to come here, make
my own decisions and just give
as much freedom as possible
because that's what has been
happening from when | joined
CSK. Nothing really changes
and I'm enjoying a lot.”

‘Captaincy, while batting, is a
totally different approach’

Gaikwad'’s batting as the skip-
per this season has not been at
his usual best but he made an
unbeaten 67 against KKR.

When asked if captaincy had
compelled him to make some
changes to his batting, he said,
“Sometimes there are phases
where you get good balls.
Sometimes there are phases
where you are slightly unlucky.
Sometimes there are phases
where things don't really fall in
shape.

“So, you don’t really need to
think on that. | always felt | was
in good shape, starting really
well, good headspace, so |
wasn’t really worried.

“And captaincy, while batting,
is a totally different approach.
Even when | was playing my first
game, or the first fifty | scored
for CSK, I think (it was a) similar
kind of situation.

“We were chasing 140 and |
always wanted to stay till the
end and make sure | finish the
innings so pretty much same.
Nothing really changes even
though | am captain or not,” he
said referring to the 138-run
target set by KKR.

IPL 2024: Jonny Bairstow
ready to ‘put best foot forward’
agalnst former side SRH

MULLANPUR, Apr
9 (Agencies): PBKS
wicket-keeping batter
Jonny Bairstow will be
going up against his
former side SRH, and
is ready to put his best
foot forward when the
two teams clash at the
newly-built Yadavindra
International Stadium in
Mullanpur. Both Punjab
and Hyderabad have
won two and lost two
matches this season
and find themselves
placed fifth and sixth
in the IPL 2024 points
table. Bairstow, who
played for SRH for three
seasons before joining
PBKS in 2022, will be
looking to fire against
his former side.

Speaking in a video

released by PBKS on
social media platform
‘X’, Bairstow said he has
some amazing memo-
ries with SRH, while
insisting that he will be
looking to put his best
foot forward against
them. Bairstow scored
1138 runs for SRH in
three seasons. He was
at his bestin 2019 when
he amassed 445 runs in
10 matches, averaging
55.62 while striking at
157.24 as he formed a
deadly opening partner-
ship with David Warner.

“I have some amazing
memories with SunRis-
ers Hyderabad. It was
a special time, it was
my first time in the IPL
with them. So, playing
against them is always

an opportunity. Times
move on and you play
for new franchises. Ill
be looking to out my
best foot forward. I'm
with Punjab Kings now
but it's always good to
see some old friends,”
said Bairstow.

He went on to hail the
PBKS fans urging them
to come out in numbers
for their match against
Hyderabad. PBKS will
be hoping to continue
their winning run at their
new stadium, having
defeated DC by 4 wick-
ets in their IPL 2024
opener in Mullanpur.

“We obviously had the
first game of the com-
petition for us where we
got a win against Delhi.
Hopefully, we'll be able
to build on that. We
then played three away
games, we’ve won two
and lost two. We had
fantastic support on
Game 1. You were bril-
liant and came out in
numbers and we hope
to see you in numbers
again for our next four
games at home. Your
support means a lot to
us. We'll make sure we
try our best for you,”
Bairstow added.

Both sides will have a
chance to move into the
top-four in the IPL 2024
points table with a win
on Tuesday.

Candidates chess tournament: D Gukesh plays his

named Pakistan assistant
coach across formats

LAHORE, Apr 9
(Agencies): Former
Pakistan all-rounder
Azhar Mahmood is likely
to be named assistant
coach of the national
team across formats.

Mahmood was on
Monday named the
interim head coach for
the home series against
New Zealand beginning
April 18 as the board is
yet to announce finalise
long-term deals with
foreign coaches Aus-
tralian Jason Gillespie
and South African Gary
Kirsten.

While Gillespie has
been picked to be head
coach for the red-ball
format, Kirsten will be
head coach for the
white-ball formats.

Indications are that
Mahmood will be assis-
tant coach to both of

After skipping IPL 2024, Harry Brook smashes

them in all three formats.

Mahmood, who has
worked as bowling
coach with the Pakistan
team, is based in the
United Kingdom and is a
certified coach with Eng-
lish and Wales Cricket
Board.

Besides Mahmood,
the board has also
named Muhammad
Yousuf, who is also a
national selector, as bat-
ting coach for the New

Zealand series.

And interestingly it has
named two managers
for the five-match series
with a special post of
senior team manager
created for another
selector, Wahab Riaz,
while the long-serving
Mansoor Rana will be
the team manager.

Saeed Ajmal will be
spin bowling coach for
the five-match series
against New Zealand.

cards well, V1d1t Gujrathi suffers another blow

TORONTO, Apr 9 (Agencies):
Grandmaster D Gukesh did well
to hold top-seeded American
Fabiano Caruana to a draw but
Vidit Gujrathi suffered anoth-
er defeat at the hands of lan
Nepomniachtchi of Russia in
the fourth round of the Candi-
dates chess tournament here.

On a day when R Prag-
gnanandhaa played out an
uneventful draw with Hikaru
Nakamura of the United States,
Nijat Abasov of Azerbaijan
fought hard to split the point
with Firouzja Alireza of France
to stay in contention in the eight-
player double round-robin event
that decides the challenger for
the next World Championship.

Nepomniachtchi became the
first sole leader in the event on
three points following his second
victory with white pieces and is
now followed by Caruana and
Gukesh on 2.5 points apiece.
Praggnanandhaa is not far
behind, holding the fourth spot
on two points, while Gujrathi,
Abasov, Alireza and Nakamura
have 1.5 points each.

In the women’s section, R

Vaishali made sure her streak
matches with that of younger
sibling Praggnanandhaa and
played out a draw with rating
favourite Aleksandra Goryachki-
na of Russia but Koneru Humpy
succumbed to her first defeat at
the hands of lowest seed and
youngest participant Nurgyul
Salimova of Bulgaria. Zhongyi
Tan maintained her sole lead
on three points following a draw
with Kateryna Lagno of Russia,
while Tingjie Lei of China signed
peace with Anna Muzychuk of
Ukraine.

With Tan in front, Goryachki-
na remains on her heels on
2.5 points and another half-a-

point adrift is the trio of Vaishali,
Salimova and Lagno. Humpy
slipped to joint sixth spot on 1.5
points along with Muzychuk and
Lei.

Alert Gukesh

Gukesh faced the in-vogue
Italian opening as black against
Caruana and the players bat-
tled it out in the main variation.
Gukesh was under some pres-
sure in the middle game but
came up with a fine pawn sac-
rifice leading to trade of many
pieces.

The ensuing endgame with
queens and pawns on board still
gave Caruana some chances,
but the Indian remained on his

toes for 72 moves to ensure the
draw.

Praggnanandhaa has been
drawing praise and earning
respect of his opponent with
each passing round. Nakamura
was no exception as he went for
a safe version in another Italian
opening of the day. The play-
ers reached a balanced middle
game, where the American was
happy to make a draw as white
in just 24 moves.

Gujrathi had won his second-
round game using the Berlin
defence against Nakamura, so
his choice of opening was quite
predictable against Nepom-
niachtchi too.

The Russian, a veteran of two
World Championship matches
having won the last two Can-
didates tournaments, however,
had some ideas in the topical
endgame which gave a small
advantage.

Gujrathi should have equal-
ised but consistent pressure and
a previous round loss against
Praggnanandhaa probably took
its toll as he slowly got outplayed
in the endgame.

Sumit Nagal going strong on clay,

stuns hlgher-ranked Matteo Arnaldi

rapid hundred for Yorkshire

next take on world No. 7 Holger Rune

LONDON, Apr 9
(Agencies): England
batter Harry Brook
made a comeback to
the cricket field and
smashed a brilliant
hundred for Yorkshire
in the Second Division
County Championship.
Brook, who opted to
skip the 2024 season
of the Indian Premier
League, scored his
12th first-class century
against Leicestershire
at Headingley. His
knock helped Yorkshire
reach 246 for 6 before
rain played spoilsport
and forced the game
to be called off, with
the match ending as a
draw. The star batter
from England had opted
out of IPL 2024 follow-
ing the passing of his
grandmother.

Brook scored a 69-ball
century to put his side in
a decent position before
rain came pouring down
on Monday, April 8. He
scored an unbeaten 100
off 69 balls, smashing
14 boundaries and two
sixes against Leices-
tershire. His and open-
ing batter Adam Lyth’s
centuries helped York-
shire declare at 246 for
6 in their first innings.
Leicestershire then
went on to score 26 for
no loss before the game
had to be called off due
to rain.

This was the first time
that Brook stepped on
the cricket field since
England’s tour of the
West Indies in Decem-
ber 2023. He pulled
out of their Test series
against India, citing

health concerns for his
grandmother and even-
tually skipping the IPL
following her passing.
Brook was roped
in by Delhi in the IPL
2024 mini-auction held
in Dubai last year. DC
shelled out Rs 4 crore

for the England batter,
after he was released
by SRH after an under-
par IPL 2023, where
Brook scored 190 runs
in 11 innings, while also
smashing a century.
However, Brook could
not join his new team-

mates in Delhi as he
pulled out of IPL 2024.

The Delhi-based
franchise recently
announced South Africa
fast-bowler Lizzad Wil-
liams as Brook’s
replacement for IPL
2024 for his base price
of Rs 40 lakh. Since
making his international
debut in 2021, Williams
has represented South
Africa in two Tests, four
ODIs and 11 T20 Inter-
nationals.

Brook has amassed
1,181 runs in 12 Test
matches at an average
of 62.15 and a top-score
of 186. In 15 ODls,
Brook has scored 407
runs, while hitting three
half-centuries. He’s also
played 29 T20Is for Eng-
land, scoring 544 runs at
a strike-rate of 144.68.

MONTE CARLO, Apr 9 (Agencies):
Sumit Nagal became the first Indian
player to win a singles main draw match
at an ATP Masters event on clay when
he shocked world No. 38 Matteo Arnal-
diin a gruelling three-set contest here.

Nagal, who entered the ATP Masters
1000 event via qualifying route, erased
a one-set deficit to turn the tables on
his Italian opponent for a memorable
5-7 6-2 6-4 win in the first round. He will

from Denmark.

This is Nagal’s third victory over a
top-50 player and second time this
season.

Nagal, who made the main draw with
wins over higher-ranked players, has
ensured himself a career-high ranking
of 80.

The first set was on an even keel with
both players breaking each other once.
Serving to stay in the set, Nagal lost
his serve in the 12th game with Arnaldi
attacking the Indian’s first serve.

However, Nagal remained unper-
turbed and broke his rival twice in the
second set for a comfortable 4-1 lead.
His serve came under pressure in
Game 6 but he held and closed the set
to force a decider.

After trading a break with Arnaldi,
Nagal broke his rival’s serve for the
second time in the seventh game of
the third set to take a 4-3 lead and that
proved to be decisive in the final out-
come of the match. He consolidated the
lead by pocketing the eighth game and
served out the match in the 10th game.
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Shat Chandi Yagya sets tone for Nauratra
celehrallons at “aISIIIIII Ile\u Shrlne

Top News Report

KATRA, Apri 9: Shat
Chandi Maha Yagya
organised by Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board embarked upon
at the Holy Cave Shrine
of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Ji amidst the
serene aura of spirituali-
ty and devotion besides,
performance of other
religious ceremonies on
the auspicious occasion
of ‘Chaitra Navratra’.

This sacred ritual per-
formed at the Holy Cave
Shrine spanning across
the nine-day long ‘Chai-
tra Navratra’ marking a
significant milestone in
the spiritual calendar
of devotees worldwide
and is being performed
to foster harmony, abun-
dance and good health
for all of humanity.

Anshul Garg, Chief
Executive Officer,
Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board; K.
K. Sharma, Member,
SMVDSB; Vikas
Anand, SDM Bhawan;
other officers and staff
of the Shrine Board,

besides a large number
of pilgrims were pres-
ent on the occasion.
The Yagya ceremony
is being telecasted live
on MH1 Shraddha from
12 Noon to 1 PM daily
during Navratras.

The intricate floral
arrangements, coupled
with traditional motifs
and embellishments,
have been enhancing
the divine ambiance of
the shrine while evok-
ing a sense of reverence
and joy among the visit-
ing devotees.

The Shrine Board has

also made elaborate
arrangements as per
directions of Manoj
Sinha, (Lt. Gover-
nor JK-UT), Chairman
SMVDSB for facilitating
a large number of pil-
grims who are expected
to pay their obeisance at
the Sanctum Sanctorum
during Navratras. These
arrangements include
round the clock water
and power supply all
along the tracks leading
to the Shrine, sanitation,
medicare and availabil-
ity of special “fast relat-
ed” food at the Board’s

Bhojanalayas. Besides,
all the routes leading to
the Holy Cave Shrine
are fully maintained for
smooth movement of
pilgrims.

The illumination of
the Bhawan area with
attractive and colour-
ful lights has also been
done. For the ease
and comfort of pil-
grims, facilities like the
accommodation, bat-
tery operated vehicles,
passenger ropeway
and helicopter services
are operating smoothly.
The Shrine Board has

also made arrange-
ments for free food for
the pilgrims at Tarakote
Marg, Prasad Kendra at
Sanjichatt, besides free
Langar Sewa at Bhairon
Ji.

To facilitate the
smooth pilgrimage of
Divyang pilgrims, Shri
Mata vaishno devi
Shrine Board is also
providing free pony and
battery car services to
ensure their journey to
holy shrine without hin-
drance.

Other special features
of arrangements during
these Navratra are
bhajan and bhaint per-
formances during morn-
ing and evening Atka
Aarti by the renowned
artists.

CEO Shrine Board
constantly reviewing
and monitoring the reg-
ulation of Yatra along
with other arrangements
all along the track and
in the Bhawan Area and
interacting with the pil-
grims enquiring about
the facilities made by
the Shrine Board for
their facilitation.

‘INDI Alliance to face historic debacle’
BJP to cross 400 mark in LS elections,

PM Modi to get third term: Khatana

Top News Report

RAMNAGAR, Apr 9:
Senior BJP leader and
Member of Parliament
Rajya Sabha, Gulam Al
Khatana has said that
INDI Alliance will face
historic debacle and
the BJP will win all the
five Lok Sabha seats in
Jammu and Kashmir and
the one in Ladakh Union
Territories in the upcom-
ing General Elections in
the country.

Addressing a public
gathering in Ramnagar
area on Tuesday Khata-
na said that people have
welcomed historic devel-
opments in J&K and the
welfare measures and
schemes launched by the
PM Modi led government
have changed the lives of
people here.

“Better roads, good
hospitals, medical col-
leges in almost all the
districts, AIIMS, NIT, lIM,
IIT and many more insti-
tutions are busy making

the youth of J&K prop-
erly qualified at par with
their counterparts in other
States of the country,” he
said.

The BJP leader said that
at present poor people
have nothing to worry
regarding his health as
the revolutionary step of
Ayushmaan Cards is pro-
viding treatment upto Rs.
5 lakh free of cost to all.

“Free ration, vaccina-
tion during COVID-19
pandemic, free ration,
depositing money direct
into the accounts of bene-
ficiaries are among other
big steps Modi govern-
ment took for the welfare
of our public,” he further
said.

Taking a dig at Con-
gress, National Confer-
ence (NC) and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
Khatana said that these
political parties remained
busy in accumulating
wealth and did nothing
for the common masses.

“All these Abdullahs,

Gandhis and Muftis were
mothers of terrorism
in J&K which inflicted
incurable wounds on the
very soul of our people
as many innocent chil-
dren were rendered
orphans, young brides
were made widows and
the land of paradise on
earth was made mass
graveyard by the wrong
policies of Congress, NC
and PDP,” the firebrand
BJP leader maintained
adding, “Public of J&K will
never forget the atrocities
meted out to them by the
blood thirsty Congress,
NC and PDP.”

The RS MP said that
Congress is at the verge
of total collapse and will
be completely wiped
out Indian politics in the
upcoming Lok Sabha
elections in the country
starting from April 19 and
BJP will easily cross the
mark of 400 seats ush-
ering easy way for PM
Modi to have a third term
in office.

Kawa Institute launches online
test & learn platform

+91 70065153585 | kawatests01@gmail.com

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Kawa
Group, a renowned
name in the field of edu-
cation and IT for the
last more than two and
half decades added one
more feather in its cap
by launching an online
practice test and learning
platform for more than
1600 exams conducted
country wide by various
organization for recruit-
ment as well as higher
studies.

Launching of this portal
will facilitate not only to
the urban youth but would
also be very beneficial for
the youths ofremote part
of Jammu and Kashmir. It
was further told that the
portal is designed keep-

Mahant Rajesh Bittu releases BhaJan

ing in mind the require-
ment of students to prac-
tice and learn as per the
latest requirements of the
examining bodies.

The examination
mainly focused are
CUET / NEET / BANK-
ING / RAILWAYS / SSC
/ SSB / DEFENCE even
the examinations such
as CTET / B.Sc Nursing
/ Pharmacy and various

other Nursing & Para-
medical Degree exami-
nations with an on spot
result facility, showing
complete analysis of
the examination that are
covered to provide a wide
range of practice ques-
tion papers to compete
the examinations effi-
ciently.

The school level exami-

nations are also opted
widely by the students
which not only includes
practice test but also
have facilities of record-
ing sessions and live
lectures.

It was further added
that the students who are
interested to opt for any
of the competitive exami-
nation can login to www.
kawatests.com where
large number of tests are
available at a very rea-
sonable price.

The was informed by
M S Katoch (Chairman,
Kawa Group) in presence
of Abhimanyu Katoch
(MD, Kawa Group),
Ayush Katoch (Director),
Heena Jamwal (Director,
RGIP) and Dilbagh Singh
(Web Developer).

Bawe Wali Maa D1 Hundi Jai Jai Kar

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: On the
auspicious occasion of
Navratri, the Bhajan Bawe
Wali Maa Di Hundi Jai Jai
Kar song by Kuldeep Jas-
rotia was released at the
Press Club. The lyricist of
this Bhajan is also writ-
ten by Kuldeep Jasrotia,
while the music director
is Kumar Gaurav and the
director of photography
is Shubham Singh. This
video has been made by
Bhupendra Production.

Mahant Rajesh Bittu,
Chairman Religious Tour-
ism and Haritage Cultural
Trust released the poster
of the Bhajan and con-
gratulated the artists
associated with it.

He said that this Bhajan
has the whole story of
how King Jambu Lochan
Raja Bahu brought Maa
from Kolkata.

On this occasion, while
singer Kuldeep Singh
Jasrotia hummed the
lyrics of his bhajan, BJP
vice president Manav

Gupta, Karan Singh also
expressed their views
and said that one gets the
blessings of Maa Bhag-
wati by listening to such
bhajans.

All people should listen
to the bhajans of gods
and goddesses like Maa
Bave Wali, Maa Bhagwati
etc. and make their lives
successful. In the orga-
nized program, the direc-
tor of photography of the
bhajan Shubham Singh,
Bhupinder Singh were
also present.

Ganesh appointed Jury
~ Member by National
Artist Assoc1at10n

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Well
known eminent senior
contemporary artist
Ganesh Kumar Sharma
has been appointed as
Jury Member by “Nation-
al Artist Association” (An
organization dedicated to
Indian Art and Culture)
for its national level paint-
ing competition - 2024.

The Online National
Level Painting Competi-
tion is going to be held
in the month of May in
different categories from
UKG class to 12th class
and have invited art
works from across the
country.

Senior Artist Dr.
Rakesh Jer, National

President, National
Artist Association con-
gratulated Ganesh

Kumar Sharma. Other
jury members appoint-
ed by National Presi-

dent are Senior artist
Dr. Atul Padia, Guja-
rat, Dr.Anuradha Malik

Bangalore, Dr.Bivas
Sinha, Jharkhand, Sr
artist Avijeet Mukher-
jee, West Bengal, Artist
Roshni Malviya and artist
Anushree Gupta from
Uttar Pardesh.

Itis to mention here that
Ganesh Kumar Sharma
Eminent Senior Sculptor
of Jammu and Kashmir
UT is working and pro-
moting the art and cul-
ture from more than four
decades.

Mahesh Gupta elected
Chairman ABMBS

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: A meet-
ing of All India Maglooria
Mahajan (AIMM) Biradari
was held at Jammu Club
to interact and honour
Mahesh Gupta, the
1st newly unopposed
elected Chairman of
Akhil Bhartya Mahajan
Biradari Sangh (ABMBS)
created and established
to bring all Mahajan
Biradaris of India under
one umbrella for amity
and social activities.

In the meeting over 40
members of Maglooria
Biradari participated
and were introduced to
Mahesh Gupta. Dr Lalit
Kumar Gupta, Presi-
dent of All India Mag-
looria Mahajan Biradari
extended welcome to
Mahesh Gupta and to the
distinguished members
presentin the honouring
ceremony.The proceed-
ings were conducted by
the General Secretary
of the Biradari Kuldeep
Gupta. A memento and
shawl was presented to
Mahesh Gupta by the
Chairman of AIMMB
Harinder Gupta along
with the President and

the office beares of the
biradari namely S C
Gupta, Rajesh Guptaji
and Sudesh Gupta.

In his address to the
gathering Mahesh Gupta
explained in detail the
democratic and innova-
tive structure, aims &
objectives of ABMBS.

He urged the one
&all members of the
biradaries step forward to
come under the umbrella
of ABMBS to take the
Mahajan Biradari to new
heights.

The chairman of Mag-
looria Biradari, Harinder
Gupta a well known phi-
lanthropist n a prominent
social worker assured on
behalf of his biradari full
co operation to the new
organization n wished
them good luck to full
fill their destined goals
including setting up of
a world class school at
Jammu region.

In the end, during tea
and snacks session, on
the request of President
Hari Prabhu Sanstha,
senior member, K L
Gupta sang a beautiful
dogri song to leave indel-
ible mark of culmination
of the meeting.

Shagun, Misbah, Kashish
shine in Symposium contest

- NAVYR SRIJAN SEWA SANSTHAN

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: A sym-
posium competition was
organized by Navya
Srijan Sewa Sansthan
at Jammu University for
the upcoming 18th Lok
Sabha elections across
the country. EnVision
2029 — Your Vote in
2024 determines Nation
@ 2029 was the topic
of symposium in which
dozen of students par-
ticipated to present their
views on the topic.

The program began
with lightning of lamp fol-
lowed by brief introduc-
tion on the theme of pro-
gram which was given by
Deepak Gupta Volunteer
of the NGO. Dr. Ganesh
Malhotra and Sh. Sha-
shikant Lakhanpal were
the Judges of the com-
petition.

Retd. IAS Pramod Jain,

Famous RJ Shwetima
Jamwal and Sr. Journal-
ist Syed Junaid Hashmi
were the Chief Guest,
Guest of Honor and Pro-
gram President respec-
tively. While addressing
the gathering of dozens
of students and schol-
ars Jain highlighted the
opportunities that were
available in pretext of
J&K in next 5 years for
boosting development of
J&K by developing edu-
cational tourism, Devel-
opment of Entrepreneur-
ship opportunities in
J&K for the sectors for
which Raw Material and
required infrastructure
was already available in
J&K.

Junaid said that it is
only due to the visionary
leaders of our country we
have managed to come
so far after 75 years

of independence even
when the britishers had
left nothing for this nation
but still we are the fastest
growing economy today
and due to the visionary
leadership the country so
far has been successful
in coming together even
stronger after numerous
wars afterindependence.

Shwetima highlighted
on why it is important to
vote and how to educate
the general masses on
the importance of voting
for giving more strength
to our democracy.

The program was
coordinated by Pratham
Thappa, Managed by
Akarshit Sharma and
Manav Seth, the stage
proceedings were done
by Anjali Sharma and
a formal vote of thanks
was given by Ramneek
Sharma.

Chandel performs Shakti
 Sadhana at Kolkata Kalighat
temple for return of Modl Govt

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 9: Hin-
duwadi Sanatani leader
Raju Chandel on Tues-
day visited Kali Ghat in
West Bengal Kolkata and
worshiped the power of
Maa Kali.

He claimed that in 2047
the Modi government
would return and win with
a thumping majority

Chandel, after doing
Shakti Sadhana, said
that the country’s glori-
ous Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will emerge
as the most popular

leader of the country and
soon he will be awarded
the world’s biggest Nobel
Prize by the blessings of
Goddess Kali.

Chandel said that the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who has taken up
the task of establish-
ing peace in the whole
world, along with bring-
ing the entire world fra-
ternity on one platform, is
giving the basic mantra of
peace. He has emerged
as the most peace-loving
leader of the world, not
only this, by the grace of
Maa Shakti Bhagwati and

with his understanding,
he has made India safe
and strong by making his
army the fourth largest
army in the world, Chan-
del said.
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