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SC grants bail to AAP’s Sanjay

Singh in Delhi liquor policy case

gout to transfer 2 MYSURU, Apr 2 (Agen- - Minister Narendra) Modi NEW DELHI, Apr 2
nMs 5 sps cies): Karnataka Chief did politics keeping such (Aencies) :The Supreme
' Minister Siddaramaiah on people next to him....”. Court on Tuesday granted
BHUBANESWAR, Monday defended his son A day later, the Kar- bail to AAP leader Sanjay

Apr 2 (Agencies): The
Election Commission
of India (ECI) on Tues-
day ordered the Odisha
government to transfer
eight officers including
two district magistrates,
five superintendents of
police and an IGP.

ECI secretary Rakesh
Kumar in a letter to
Odisha Chief Secretary
Pradeep Kumar Jena
directed him to transfer
the officers to non-elec-
tion related work.

“l am directed to state
that the Commission
has decided that the
eight officers be trans-
ferred out to a non-
election related post
with immediate effect,”
read the letter.

IMD warns of
heatwave spells
lasting 10-20 days
in April-lune

BENGALURU, Apr 2
(Agencies): The India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has fore-
cast a harsh and arid
summer over a majority
of regions of the coun-
try during April- June,
with a high probability
of heatwave episodes
lasting as long as 10
to 20 days during the
period.

Summer season will
begin on a warm note
with day temperatures
during April likely to
remain significantly high
over Madhya Pradesh,
north and coastal
Maharashtra, Karna-
taka, Kerala, Lakshad-
weep, Andaman and
Nicobar islands, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha. Heatwave
spells lasting for 2 to 8
days (against a normal
of 1-3 days) are most
likely to affect Andhra
Pradesh, Saurashtra-
Kutch, Maharashtra and

=Turn to page 9

Inia will get permanent
UNSC Seat, butitwil
fiave to work harder this

time: Jaishankar

RAJKOT, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
today said India will
definitely get perma-
nent membership of the
United Nations Security
Council as there is a
feeling in the world that
it should get the posi-
tion, but the country will
have to work harder this
time for it.

He was speaking
during an interaction
with intellectuals in
Gujarat’'s Rajkot city
and was asked by the
audience on India’s
chances of becoming
the permanent member
of the world body.

The United Nations
was formed around 80
years ago, five nations
— China, France, Rus-
sian Federation, the
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Yathindra’s statement tar-
geting Amit Shah, which
the BJP has termed as
reprehensible and a
personal attack on the
Union Home Minister and
lodged a complaint with
the Election Commission.
Siddaramaiah said his
son never intended to
insult Shah and his state-
ment was based on CBlI’s
submission in the court.
Addressing a party

meeting in Hanur town
of Chamarajanagar dis-
trict last Thursday, Yath-
indra, a former MLA,
allegedly said: “Home

Minister Amit Shah is a
goonda, rowdy, there was
a murder charge against
him in Gujarat and he
was exiled, and (Prime

nataka unit of the BJP
filed a complaint with the
poll body describing the
statement as a personal
attack on the party leader
and alleged that Yathin-
dra had used “abusive
and inflammatory lan-
guage” against Shah. It
said the statement vio-
lated provisions of the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC).
mTurn to page 9

Singh in the Delhi liquor
policy case. The court’s
action came after the
Enforcement Director-
ate said that it no longer
requires Singh in custody.

A bench comprising
Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice P.B. Varale
granted the bail while
hearing Singh’s plea
challenging his arrest
and remand in the money

laundering case. The
court, however, pointed
out that the concession

\

given to Singh should not
be cited as a precedent.

mTurn to page 9

AAP MLAs meet Kejriwal’s wife
Sunita, assert CM should not resign

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): AAP MLAs
on Tuesday met Arvind
Kejriwal’'s wife Sunita
Kejriwal and asserted
that the Delhi chief min-
ister should continue to
run the government from
jail and not step down.

Kejriwal is in judicial cus-
tody till April 15 after his
arrest last month by the
Enforcement Directorate

mTurnto page 9

Mortar Shell
Destroyed in
controlied Blast
inJaK's Sambha

SAMBA, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): An mortar shell was
found in a field and was
later destroyed in a con-
trolled explosion by a bomb
disposal squad in Jammu
and Kashmir's Samba
district on Tuesday, police
said. The mortar shell,
which was old and rusted,
was noticed by a person
working in his fields

=Turn to page 9

Rahul has no right to talk about democracy,
his grandmother imposed Emergency: Shah

JODHPUR, Apr 2
(Agencies): Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
has no right to talk about
democracy now as his
grandmother and former
prime minister Indira
Gandhi put lakhs of
people in jail and banned
political parties during the
Emergency, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said
on Monday.

He hit back at INDIA

bloc parties over their
‘Loktantra Bachoa’ (save
democracy) rally at
Delhi’'s Ramlila Maidan
on Sunday, saying “no
matter how many parties
you gather, only Modi is
going to come” as prime
minister post-elections.
The one who commits
corruption will go behind
the bars, the home min-
ister asserted at his elec-
tion rally in Jodhpur.

The people of the coun-
try are ready to make
Narendra Modi the prime
minister for a third time,
he said, adding India will
become the third largest
economy during his next
term.

Shah’s reaction came a
day after top INDIA bloc
leaders exhorted the
people to defeat the BJP
to save democracy

mTurn to page 9

Mian Altaf Ahmad is not an
outsider: Omar Abdullah

PAHALGAM, Apr 2
(Agencies): National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah on Tuesday
scoffed at suggestions
that party candidate for
Anantnag-Rajouri Lok
Sabha seat Mian Altaf
Ahmad was an “outsid-
er”’ to the constituency,
saying Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hails from
Gujarat but contests elec-
tions from Uttar Pradesh.

“How is Mian Sahib an

outsider? He is as much
from Rajouri-Poonch as
much as he is from here
(Anantnag) or elsewhere
in Kashmir. If PM Modi
can come from Guja-
rat and contest in Uttar
Pradesh, your channels
have no problems with
that,” Abdullah said.
“Leaders from south
India go to the Rajya
Sabha from north India

mTurntopage 9

Nearly 19 lakh
Pilgrims visit Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi

in 3 months
Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: In the
first three months of the
current year, more than
19 lakh pilgrims visited
the holy cave shrine of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi,
nestled in the Trikuta
Hills of Katra town in the
Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir.

mTurn to page 9

SCrefuses to accept apology tendered by Baba
Ramdev, Patanjali MD in misleading ads case

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): The Supreme
Court on Tuesday said it
was notinclined to accept
the apology tendered
by Baba Ramdev and
Patanjali Ayurved Man-
aging Director Acharya
Balkrishna in response
to notices asking to show
cause as to why contempt
of court proceedings
should not be initiated
against them for alleg-
edly flouting its directions.

)

gave them a last opportu-

nity to file fresh respons-
es.

The court was upset
about an advertisement
issued by the company
on December 4, 2023,
after it had assured the
court on November 21,
2023 that it would not
make any “casual state-
ments claiming medicinal
efficacy or against any
system of medicine”.

ETurntopage 9

DEALS IN SALE, PURCHASE, REPAIRING AND SERVICING OF USED CARS AND ORIGINAL SPARE PARTS

@ NAGROTA, JAMMU (J&K)

. +91-9086207123

Haryana IAS officer
vacates 20-year-old
stay on land deal, later
hushand and son ‘buy it

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): A multi-crore
land deal in Haryana
involving a woman |AS
officer, her state infor-
mation commissioner
husband and a former
additional chief secretary
rank IAS officer has been
halted after Panchkula
revenue officials flagged
discrepancies.

Ambala Divisional Com-
missioner Renu Phulia,
in a quasi-judicial order
on September 13, 2023,
vacated a 20-year-old
stay on the sale and pur-
chase of a land parcel of
14 acres near Panchkula,
originally belonging to an
erstwhile king. She took
just 16 days to decide the
petition filed by former
additional chief secretary
Shashi Gulati’s brother
Prithvi Raj Chhabra.

Within a few months of
the order, Renu’s hus-
band S S Phulia, cur-
rently the state informa-
tion commissioner, and
son Nilanchal decided
to buy five acres of this
land. A former IAS officer,
S S Phulia was appointed
state information com-
missioner in 2022.

On March 28, Shashi
Gulati and her brother
approached revenue
officials in Panchkula to
register nearly 12 acres
of land. They claimed
they had sold the land to
four individuals for a total
value of Rs 5.26 crore.
Five acres of land were
sold to Phulia’s family,
and the remaining land
was to be sold to Shub-
ham Juneja, a resident of
Manimajra, and the wife
of a former Indian Forest
Services officer.
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Tuesday, April 02, 2024

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/
RASAM PAGRI

With profound grel and somow, we
inform e sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Kamia Khajuria, Wo Sh. Samwa
HNand Khajuria Rio B-A23, MNew Rehar,
Jamimae on Z22nd March, 2024,

TENTH DAY will be pesformed on 3'1::]
March, 2024 (Sunday) al our resdence
11 AN

KRIYA wil be pearformed on 1sE Apl,

al our mesidence a

RASAM FAGRI / UTHALA wil be Late Smt Kamla Khajuria
performed on 3rd April, 2024 (Wednesday),
at 4:30 P.M. at Gurudwara Shri Kalgidhar, Rehan Chungi, Jasmmu.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Sh. Sarwa Nand Khajuna - Husband
Smi. Maalam & Sh. J P Shama - Daughtar & Son-lin-law
Smt Maeara) & Sh_ Virender Khajura - Daughter-indaw & S on
Smt Neana & Sh. Dharmender Khapuria - Daughter-in-law & Son
Pryati, Mitish, Mrinalini, Dhananjay, Archit & Aiara - Grand Children

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With Profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demisa of S§h. Kuldeep Kumar Khar S/o
Lt. Mochan Lal Khar of NADIMARG Dist
shopian Kashmir al present H.No. 6 Lane No
G Gurha Keran Barnai Bantalab Jammu
Tenth Day Krya will be performed on 3rd Apnil
2024 at Muthi Ghat Near Dereclorate of School
Educabon Jammu at 800 AM.

Grief Stricken

Smt. Rekha Khar (Wite)

Smt. Lalita Khar & Jawahar Lal Khar (Aunty & Uncle)
Smt. Neetu & Anid K Khar (Bhabi & Brother)

[Mob. 9906777898, 97T9E5I6TTT

OBITUARY

With profound gried and sommow we infonm you hal
our baloved Sh Vijay Kaul son of Shei MoBld

aul [ Chamans) residanl of Rainawarn, Srinagar
lef for heavenly sbhode on 286 March 2024, at
Lal Kuan, WNierakhand. An avid prodfessional, he
has besn discharging his duties as CEOQ o
Cenlury Paper amd Pulp, a8t Lal Kuan,
Pt ik and .
Cremation wil be held on Wednesday Jrd, April
2024, al vadodara at 4 Pid
May he nable soul stay in slenmal peate.
1IN GRIEF
Pravina Kaul (Wife) - SEI307 T 359
Shilpa and Gautarm Kaul (Daughter-in-law and Son)
Ehilpa ond Siddharth Kaul (Davghter-in-law and Son) - 2833192285
Rlasjdulari ard HL Kol (Aaunty and Unde)
Sunila and WVrender Kaul (Bhabhi and Brother) - 24191818912
“Wanshila Kaul (Daughter)
Simran and Hrihaan Kaul {Grand dhildren)
Pumima and Roop Kaul (Sister and Brotheer-im-lana)
Mr= and Kr Pratap Kaul (Mepheaw)

SamastParivar's of Chaman's, Keuls, Shishoo's | Sinha's & Waza's

Sh. Kuldesp Kumar Khar

SH VIJAY KAUL

With profound gnef and somow, we inform tee
sad demise of our beloved Smt Bhagwana
Devi Wi Lt Shn Ram Lal Kobtwal Rio Vilaga
Bhalra, Bhademwvah

Tenth Day will be held on 30324 and 13th
Day on 304724

GRIEF STRICHEMN

Sons and Daughter in laws

Baldev Ral & Udasha Kotwal

Balwant Ral & Pritma Hotwal

Daleep & Nina Kobwal

Satish & Asha Kobwal

Rishi & Anita Kobwal

Daughters & Son in laws

Kanta Dewvi & Sh Suninder Kobwal

Usha Dewvi & Sh Maheash K otwal

Mob- 94184132452

10TH DAY, KRIYA, UTHALA |

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AMD SORROW, WE
REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF OUR
BELOWVED FATHER SH. JAGDISH RAJ PADHA R/O
HNC 42 SECTOR 3 ROOP MAGAR JAMIL

THE 10TH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED AT OUR
RESIDENCE H MO 42 SECTOR 3, ROOP NAGAR
JAMMU ON 3IRD AFRL 2024 WEDNESDRY A
11:00 A M

KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED AT OUR RESIDENCE
O ATH OF APRIL 2024 THURSDAY AND UTHALS
WILL BE PERFORMED OMSTH OF APRIL 2024 AT 4
P 1IN AAP SHAMEBLU TEMPLE ROOP MNAGAR SH. JAGDISH RAJ
JRBALS

GRIEF STRICKEM:- PADHA
S0MS & DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW

MR .DEEPAK SHARMA & MRS MEENAKSH] SHARNA
MR AMKIT SHARMA & MRS REEMNA SHARMA

MR AMIT SHARMA & MRS SHILPA SHARMA,
MARAYAMN SARDOP - BROTHER

MMNO. 3149440482 9856599066

- =

Smt Bhagwana Dewi

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and somrow, we infom
about the sad damise of SmtPremo Pandita
(Kamla Pandita) Wio Lt Jia Lal Pandita ongi-
nally resident of Kaloosa Bandipora. Presenthy
Ffo H No. 51, Lana Mo. & Amit Nagar opposite
Church Muthi

10th Day Kriva will bea performed on
Wednesday 03 Apnl 2024 at Muthi Ghat at 2

Al

GRIEF STRICKEN :

Rainu Pandita (Daughter)
PANDITA AND BHAT FAMILY
Mobile No. 6005225376

E

Smt Premo Pandita
{Kamla Pandita}

10TH DAY

With profound griel and somow, we regret Lo
inform you Mol cur beloved laher Hakim Shj oot o
Arjan Math Kaul {Papa Ji} Rie Kurigam
Jazgund, kashmir has left for his hasenly
abode on Sakerday 30 March 2024

The Tenth Day Kriya wil be peérlosmed on Blh
Apil, 2024, B
Our Current addréss. Flal Mo 107, Shubam
Apariments. Pockel 4, Sector 12, Dwarka, New).,
Diedhi, 110078

GRIEF STRICKEN-

Smi Rani Kaul - Wife Tk

Brother and Bhabhi —

Sh J. N Kaul and Smi Pyari Kaul Hakim 5h Arjan Nath Kaul
Son and Daughter in Law (Papa Ji)

Eh T N Keu and Smi Vimlesh Kaul

Sh. Hari Kaul and Smil Geeta Kaul

Daughters and Son-in-laws

Smil Kiran Ko and S5h Ramesh Krishan Kol

Smi Veena Raina and Sh Shad Lal Raina

Smil Sonal Tickoo and Sh Viay Tickoo

Grand Children and Great Grand Children

Felatve and Friends Mobdle Mos.: T280058153, 5968314400, 8899068433

10TH DAY KRIYA

Wit deep sormow, we inform the passang of o beloved
mother Smit Churni Koul [Prabhawas) Wite of Late Sh
Famj Kod regsdent of Bongam, Hunzer-Tangmang,
|Kashmanl' Meel Sheel Vihar, Paloura Dok, Jdememu

She peaceidy deparied for her heavenly abode at 4.20 am
on 259th March 2024 al her dssghler’'s resdence E-62
Avanbka, Sun City Wistar, Baredly (LU%ar Pradesh]

The 104 Doy Prayer coremony will be helkd on & Apni
2024 21 Ram Ganga Ghal, Bareily (LLP)

Grieving Familiss

Curs Keul { beo) B Kubdaep K Bhal . Daughisr & Son -in brw
Girchan Lal ®od Hio Lade Doty Houll - Sen-in-ter & Doegbier

Frana Pandta & Lale 3 O N Pahdiia - Sesher & Broberin-aw

Feoga Koul & Pepdrvan Bail - Daughier & Son-isdaw

Grmnd Chil drem

Ao Demple, Ragu, Meeesn Bab Oonchy. Sakhsh, Sameshsha, Rinpn
Alns Desply Remembared By:

Al ol Famibes of Borgam and 5he KK Bhat Restay Apy and Anm
Conisci Nos: 8412 3-44545 &1 030-3481, MO64-6TEH

Smi Churnni Koul
[Prabhawal)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound griel and sorrow, we inform the sad§
demise of our beloved Jia Kumari Raina Wio Sh
Baskar Math Rama of HC. Gam / Zangalporaf
Kuigam at Present H.No. 18, Lane 5/A Adarsh
Magar, Bantalab, Jammu
Tenth Day will be performed on 342024 at 900
am at MMuthi Ghat near Director Education Offce. |
DEEPLY MISSED AND REMEMEERED BY

Sh. Baskar Math Raina (Husband)

Sons & Daughter-indaws

Sh. Dileep Raina & Smt. Despali

Sh. Vishal Raina & Smi Neha

Sh. Vikas Raina and Smi. Meshii

Daughters & Son-indaws

SmL Sushma Bhat and Sh_ Rafwl Bhat

Smb Jully and Sh, Opender Dhar

Smt YWaana and Sh. Anocop Ambandar

Smt Dimple and Sh. Sumit Bhat

Sh. Makhan Lal Raina & Smt Sweety (Devar and Devrani)
Smt Bimla J: end Rajnath Fotedar -5is ter & Brother-in-law
Smit Tosha b and Chand Lal Raina -Sister & Brother-indaw
Mobile . 9419706261, 9419383203, TEE0400845

Smt Jia Kumari
Raina

TENTH DAY/KRIYA

Wilh profound grel and sofmow, we infarm Be sad
|demiss of Smt Asha Ji Wio Sh Manohar Lal Bhat Rfo
vilage Chedergund Shopian al presonl Swam Colonmy
Trlokpur Lame Mo, 1 near Shiv Mandir Gobs Gugral
Jamimi

Tenth Day Krya will be performed on 7.04.2024
II:SL.’!dBp:I- T - B30 AM a2t Mulhi Ghat near Direclorele
of School Education

GRIEF STRICKEM :

Sh Manohar Lal Ehal (Husband)

Smil Wiyay and Sh Bal Krizhan Bhal {Devar & Dewranl )
Daughiers and Sans in law

Smit Sunita Rlana and 5h Ravinder Rana

Sml Uisha Pandila and Sh Finloo Ji Pandila

Smil Sheaw Malla and Sh Shie Humar Mala

Smil Princy and Sh Daleep [

Smil Rimpy and Sh Vicky &

Sml Presli and Sh Rahud &

Son and Daughtber in law

Vinod Kumar Bhal and Smt Bincdra Kuman

[Mob : S0TBEGZESE, DE0EIIETIA, B419146603, STHTTR493T

£ i
Smt Asha Ji

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we infiorm the
sad demise of our beloved father Sh. Pran
Nath Bhat S'o Late Sh.Tara Chand Bhat
ofiginally resident of Aargam Chitti Bande,
Bandpora, Kashmir, presenty resding at
332-A Shastri Magar Jammu, who left for
[heavenly abode on 25-03-24,

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be parformed on
Ird April (Wednesday) at Muthi Ghat {near

Directorate of School Education) at 9:00 am. : N T
Iﬂtn-:F STRICKEMN:- ol

Sl Santosh Tiku (Wikk)

Saryay Kumar Bhat & Stz Bhat (Sen & Daaghter in Law)

Sarddeep Kuma Bhat & Rashm Bhat {Son & Daughier in Law)

Suril Bhat & Bharat Kool (Daughter & Son in law)

Mair, Mahima, Henna, Shubam (Grand Chil dren)

BHATS, THU'S, SAPROO'S, GAZI'S, KOUL'S, KOUL'S, DHAR'S, THUSOO'S & NAGAIB'S.
PHONE NO:- 419136636 , 38451291 74, S423877500

ANTIM ARDAS

Wiey profound grsfand sorow. we iakmn Be sad demise of
aur belowed Sardarmi Rajinder Kour Wio Lae 5 Mehar
Singh Rip 43-A KT Colony, near CRPF Camp, Adacent Preel
Magar, Jammu on 3003-2034

Arambh Shrl Akhand Path Sahib on stAgd 2024

Bhog Shi Akhand Path Sahib o 3rd Apnfl 2003 at 530 am
at our residencs.

An §m Ardas wl be perbomed at Gurdwara S0 Sngh Sabha
Manak Magar Jammu from 1030 am o 1200 aoon dkwead

by Guru Ba Langar.

GREF STRICKEN

Sons & Daughbers-indow

5. Hardeap Singh & Lalke Satnder Kour

Sardarm: Manminder Kour (Wie Labe 5. Haryeg Singhi
5. Paramjeet Singh 5 Sardami Sajeel Kour
|Daughters & Soma-n-low

Sgrdami Maneel Kour (Wio Lake Comel, G.S Dull)
Sqrdami Seerst Kour & 5. Karlor Sngh (day Kay Bock House, Jammu)

|Late Pavta Kour & Lala §. Sial S Contact: 9419108514, TEB0S4363

the sad nad unbimely demise of owr bdoved)
Sh. Rahul Pandita 5fc Lt Smb Mahalaxmi and LL
Sh. Chaman Lal Pandita ariginally Rfo Waterkhani,
Kupwara presently residing at Jagti Colomy (LMo, 11,
Block 59, Aat 22) on 258h March, 2024,

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be perfomed on 3rd of]
[April, 2024 (Wednesday) at 9 AM at Taswi Ghat near
Sainik Schod Nagrota

GRIEF STRICKEN

[Smi Sunita Pandita -Wife

Merster Hershit and Himanshu Pandits -Sons Sh. Rahul Pandita
[Smt Pashi & Sh. Vinod N Faina - Sister & Brother-in-Law

[Smt. Sursta & Sho Ashok Pandita - Brother & Sister-in-law

Smi. Fhoola 3 Wo LE Brinath Pandita - Aunty & Uncle

[Smt. Tecsha § Wio LL Roshan Lal Pandita - Aunty & Unde

(Contact No: 7006334646, 9419100792, 9419828519

:-;.__h“:idni-}'.d N e e 2 e J.;'.‘:’.’{‘.ﬂnﬂé
© 10TH DAY / UTHALA

24 Wamn profound gial and somow wa rigral i inform Shout e eed
;-.: disiig of SH. BHASH HKANT HHAJURLA S/ Lake 8h, 8 W Rhijusa)
! Rio HNo. 34 Karan Magar. Faleoe Road Jomimu on Mandh 25, 2024
i VOTH DAY wil Ba an Aprl 3 (Wadnoediy| @ Ran Park
-\_ (Tutivan), Cppelin Wemer Collagn Porsdn, Jammi ot 11 am

i UTHALA will b performed on psl 5 0P ndey] ol Trikuts Yatn M, Ve
] Mande Camplis: Ambpreala Elasd Simin Farm 4 50 pm o 530 pm
i GRIEF STRICKEN

£ Bmt. Wadru Raina - Hitle

§ Wijapesh Khapna - Son

-4 Ehoul « Dmsghler

-4 Foasum & Rama Kant Knajna - Sebern-taw & Brother

e

SH. SHASHI KANT

1 Sagisma & Pt Hant Khagiria - Sintur-in-law & Brathe KA RIA

¥ Mognu & Crander Kant shagn 3 - Sister-indaw & Brother

-‘fi' Meera & Nahbant Khojern - Sisber-indow & Brother

2 chan & Kapl Kard Krauna - Sisierin-law & Brother Mob: 3413143132,
TEIN1G48

:;:FHuru A& Surnder Shama - Slwber & Brodar-in-law
e R

TENTH DAY/13TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform abolt]
the sad and untimely demise of cur beloved
Sh. Madan Gopal Pur 5/o Late Sh. Mathu Ram
Pur Rfo Ward No. 2, Opposite District Vieterinary
Hospital Court Road Kathua
10th Day shal be held on 02-04-2024, Tuesday|
at 11:00 AM and 13th Day shall be heid on
05-04-2024, Friday al our resdence
Rasam Pagrif Uthala shall be performed on
10-04-2024, Wednesday at 1:00 PM at our
resdence.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-
Smit. Champa Devi ~Wife
Son & Daughter-in-law
Smit. Madha Anand & Sh. Vevaik Puri
Daughter B Son-in-law
Smit. Manika Abrol & Sh. Andl Abrol
Smil. Arli Nargolra & Sh. Rajeev Nargotia
Smit. Bharti Abrol & Sh. Swarn Abrol
Grand Children
Divyanshu, Lavama, Jalsheesh, Vedika, Nanamessh,
anmol, Shaurya & Shivanya

CONTACT NO. 9419150193, 9419330272, 6006346776

13TH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt Raj Kumari Kotwal (Lado Mam)
W/o Sh AshaKumar Kobwal Rfo near Dak}
Bunglow Doda AP H.No 1344, Ram Vihar
mear Amba theater old Janipur Jammu
who left for heavenly abode on Saturday
23rd March 2024 at 11.50 pm. I L
12th Day shal be performed of SmtRaj Kumarl Kobwal
Wednesday 3Ird Aprl 2024 at home {Lade Mam})
H.No.134-A, Ram Vihar Old Janipur,
Jammu from 9.30 am omwards
GRIEF STRICKEN
Sh Asha Kumar kKotwal (Husband)
Smt Shruti & Sh Arun Singh Kotwal (Daughter in law & Son)
Smt Poonam & 5h Vishal Kotwa (Daughter & Son in law)
ALL KOTWAL & PARIHAR FAMILY
SUPREMACY COMPUTERS JANIPUR JAMMU
PH: 70069 41206, 6006013306

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grial and sorrow, wa inform)| :
the sad and untimely demise of our

beloved father Sh. Chuni LalKaul SioLt| (4 G‘
Sh. Keshav Nath Kaul orginally resident | &)
of Kalwal Mohalla Rainawar at present| f”\ i‘,
House Mo, 259-P, Sector 21C, Fari dabad)| m .
Ex-Director J&K Fire Servicas who |aft for

heavenly abode on 31st March 2024 Kan. “
The 10th Day HKriva will be performed| 4 o

at Moradnagar (Chotta Haridwar) on

Bth April

Sh. Chuni Lal Kaul
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Late Sh. Madan

Gopal Puri
Exp. On: 24-03-2024

Sidharth and Siddhani - Gand Children
myali Haul Deb - Daughber
Ranjan Dab - Son-indaw
ayush & Piyush Deb - Grand Sons
Samast Kaul Pariwaar

KRIYA/IRASAM PAGRI

MNoble seud never die God bess the noble soul
With profound grief and somow we inform e sad
and untimely demise of our beloved Sh. Devinder
Singh Jamwal (Chairman Bhagwal Hagigal
Memorid Public High School) Slo LL Thakur Jasjt
Singh Jamwal.

The 13TH DAY shall be parfomed on'Wednesday i.e
03042024 8t our residence Peeli Kothi, Bamai &l
12 Noon

RASAM PAGRI on 3rd Apdl al our residance al 1.30 pm
Fdlowed by PREETI BHOJ

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smil Usha Jamwal -Wife

NBrothers & Bhabis

Smi & Sh Bhupinder Singh Jamwal and Neelam
Smit & Sh Narinder Singh Jamwal and Promila
Sisters £ Brothers-in-law

Anuradha & Sh Hamal Main Singh
Anju & LESh Narinder Singh

Son & Daughter- in- law
Iﬁhamnﬂ'lm Sngh and Hekha Jamal

Sh Devinder Singh Jamwal
{Chalrman Ehagwat] Hag st
Marmarial Public High Schaul)

Grand Sons & Grand Daugh ter

Medansh and Manya

Yashwardhan and Lakshahan “Whang
Contaet: (M) 9018967682

Daughter & Son in law
Madhvi and Pardeep Charak

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE REGRET TO
INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF DUR BELOVED LATE SH.
FAJ KUMAR CHOPRA S0 LATE SH GIRDHAR LAL RO
WARD MO 11 BILLAWAR DISTT KATHUA.

TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED AT BILLAWAR LAST
MORH O 03.04 2024 AT 11 AM i
MRIYA: WILL BE PERFORMED AT BILLAWAR MAIN S
BAZAR ON 0404 2024

GRIEF STRICKEN

SMT NEENA KUMARI - WIFE

|BROTHERS :

SHSURINDER, SH RAMA KRISHAN,

SHASHOK, SH DARSHAN

SOM & DAUGHTER

ROHAN CHOPRA

HARITI CHOPRA , MANCY CHOPRA

M'S HEEMA JEWELLERS MAIN BAZAR BILLAWAR
|u.mmma 8809160840

LATE SH. RAJ
KUMAR CHOPRA

10th Day, Karam Kriya and Pagdi Rasam

With profound ghel and somow, we inkem e sad
demize of Smt Poll Dev Wo Lale Sh Madan Gopal res-
idence Seclor-2, Laxmi Mager Mubi, near Baba Ldj
Mandir.

10th Day will be on 3 Aprl al 530 am. and Satsang of
Guru Sachidanand Ji on 3 April at 11:00 a.m.

Karam Kriya wil be on 6April at 1000 am.

Pagdi Rasam wil be on 12 April at 1.00 PM

Family mambers

Sons & Daughters in law

Sh Sangay Kumar & Misha Devi

Eh Sham Ry & Suman Ded

Sh Sochan Lal & Anu Redha

Sh Pawan Kumar & Anju Bala

and ALL SAJGOTRA FAMILY

Contact No :
0140743289, 9506973045, 0149107014, D006045895

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for
the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-

fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Advo-
cate Chander Mohan
Sharma, Senior leader of
J&K BJP, recounted the
endeavours of the Modi
government to promote
the Dogri language in
Jammu & Kashmir and
said that Dogri repre-
sents the irreplaceable
culture and tradition of
the Jammu region.

Dr. Pardeep Mahotra,

Bhalla files nommatlon today thousands join procession

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2:Thou-
sands of Congress
workers joined the pro-
cession of Raman Bhalla
who filed his nomina-
tion today in the pres-
ence of NC patron Dr.
Farooq Abdullah, AICC
Incharge J&K Affairs
Shri Bharatsinh Solan-
ki, PCC President Shri
Vikar Rasool Wani and
AICC Joint Secretary
Shri Manoj Yadav along-
with several senior lead-
ers of JKPCC, formers
ministers/ legislators and
functionaries of DCC,
BCC'’s and Frontal wings
from all parts of Jammu
Lok Sabha Seat.

The procession carry-
ing flags, started from
near Maharaja Hari
Singh Park and proceed-
ed towards Shaheedi
Chowk to DC office. A
large procession was
seen all along the route
when one end reaching
DC office while other end
was near starting point
near Hari Singh Ji Park..

State Media Incharge,
J&K BJP, and Sanjay
Bakshi, member Media
Department were also
present in the Press
Conference held at BJP
headquarters, Trikuta
NAgar, Jammu.
Chander Mohan
Sharma, appreciating the
Modi Government for the
promotion of the Dogri
language in J&K said
that under the Narendra
Modi-led government, the

Raman Bhalla along-
with senior AICC leaders
as well Shri Tara Chand,
Mula Ram, Ravinder
Sharma, Yogesh Sawh-
ney also accompanied in
the open vehicle, which
proceeded towards DC

i
Railway Department has
installed displaying the
names of railway stations
in Dogri and also initiated
the announcement for the
facilities of the passen-
gers in Dogri.

Sharma said that to
give due place to the
Dogri language along
with another regional lan-
guage Kashmiri, the Modi
government brought a
bill in the Parliament. He
said that Radio Kashmir

office where Dr. Farooq
Abdullah with senior NC
leaders S/Shri Ajay Sad-
otra, Rattan Lal Gupta,
Ram Paul joined them to
Returning Officer Office
to file nomination.

Later, on way back,

Ban on ED/CBI, six months before elections-AAP

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Senior
AAP leader, Mr. Kuldeep
Kumar Rao, in a press
statement issued here,
has felt it expedient that
in order to avoid charac-
ter assassination of the
leaders of opposition
political parties at the
time of elections, ED or
CBIl intervention need be
stopped to ensure free,
fair & fearless election,
at least 6 months before
election in the biggest
democracy of the world
& urging upon Chief
Justice of India to take
SUO-MOTO action in
public interest to ensure
cleanliness, transpar-
ency & fearless election
in Indian polity to set
an example before the
democratic world. Citing
an example of worst ever
character assassination
by BJP government of
opposition leaders be it
Sh. Arvind Kejriwal, CM
Delhi, Sh. Hemant Soren
acting Chief Minister of
Jhurkhand, Manish Siso-
dia. Dy CM Satyinder
Jain, Health Minister
AAP , Sanjay Singh MP,
AAP & so many other
opposition leaders, the
AAP leader vehemently
assailed the present
government saying that
Indian democracy, has
earned a BAD NAME of
acute black mailing of
opposition leaders at the
time of election to secure
political gains throw-
ing dust in the eyes of
general masses there

by diverting the atten-
tion of masses from real
issues like price rise, un-
employment, de-valua-
tion of Indian rupees as
compared to US dollar,
paper leakage, Diesel &
petrol prices etc.

He further said that
the comments & pre-
diction of four pillars of
Hindu faith- the Shankar
Acharyas against the un-
timely opening of RAM
MANDIR in Ayodhia quite
pre-maturely ahead of
completion & have said
the temple is incomplete,
so pran pratishta at a
time like this is not in line
with the Vedas & Sana-
tana Dharma that- Kissan
Andolan, murder of
democracy in Chandighar
Mayor election, Electoral
bonds ban, destruction
of constitution, constitu-
tional Institutions, Elec-
tion Commission, Federal
system, favoring handful
Industrialist friends at the
cost of Indian economy
& masses etc are the
signs before the world
and Indian masses cast-
ing bad shadows and the
days are not far when
the doubts & prediction
of Shankar Acharyas
may not come true. He
further pleaded that the
Nation is fast heading
towards dictatorship as
the job of Foreign Min-
ister, Defense Minister,
Finance Minister, Works
Minister etc is being done
by only one person who
is always & always vis-
ible on the first page
of every news paper, on

every channel of TV, on
every Petrol Pump, Rail-
way station, Bus stop and
what not, the AAP leader
said & added that the time
when general elections
in the country are round
the corner, the populist
assertion made by PM
Modi are nothing but the
bundle of lies, which is
known across the coun-
try. He said that none of
the promises made by
our PM has been fulfilled,
the debt over India has
risen to three times high
than it was before 2014,
the rupee has fallen
down tremendously as
compared to US Dollar,
India is lagging behind
in various parameters
than its neighbors’ like
poverty, hunger, malnu-
trition & promising of 15
lacs into the accounts of
each house hold, dou-
bling the income of farm-
ers by ending 2022, MSP
to the benefit of farmers,
2 crore jobs every year,
removing corruption,
decriminalization of poli-
tics, lowering prices of
Diesel, Petrol, domestic
gas, sand, Bajri, stones,
making 100 smart cities,
running of Bullet trains,
constructing 1 model vil-
lage in each constituency
every year etc. Refer-
ring to grant of warding
Bharat Rattan to revered
Chaudhary Charan Singh
& Dr. Swami Nathan, he
termed it as an attempt to
lure farmer community in
view of ongoing agitation
of farmers over demand-
ing grant of MSP etc.

Jammu has also been
renamed as Akashwani
Jammu, with announce-
ments in the Dogri lan-
guage also, to boost the
Dogri language further.
Chander Mohan
Sharma said that the BJP
government under the
leadership of PM Modi
is steadfast in giving due
place to the Dogri lan-
guage and taking all the
essential measures. He,
on the occasion, also

while addressing a large
gathering at Shaheedi
Chowk, Shri Solanki
appealed to the people
to vote for change and
uproot the dictato-
rial regime of BJP. The
peoples participation in
large numbers shows the
mood of the people and
claimed that both Lok
Sabha seats of Jammu
and Udhampur will be
pocketed by the con-
gress party with thump-
ing majority. The people
have made up their mind
to bring about change
at the Centre and Modi
Govt. will go after elec-
tions and INDIA block
will form the Govt.

Vikar Rasool Wani said
that BJP stands exposed

counted upon the numer-
ous projects and unprec-
edented development in
terms of infrastructure
development to boost
the road network, educa-
tion and medical facili-
ties. He also appealed
to the people to vote in
favour of the BJP in Par-
liamentary elections to
give more strength to PM
Modi to give further pace
to development in Jammu
& Kashmir.

Dr Pardeep Mahotra
said that when the Modi
government brought the
bill to include Dogri and
Kashmiri languages as
the official languages,
NC leadership along
with other political par-
ties opposed the bill thus
depicting the true nature
of these parties. He said
that parties like NC, Con-
gress, and PDP have
exploited the sentiments
of people, and befooled
the gullible population. In
fact, these political par-
ties deliberately misused
the power corridor to loot
the public of Jammu,
Kashmir, and Ladakh
emotionally, economi-
cally, and culturally.

before the people on var-
ious fronts as the people
have awakened against
the divisive policies of
the BJP. The Congress
party has taken a lead to
fight against the tyranni-
cal regime of BJP which
has amassed huge
wealth through electoral
bond scheme while the
entire opposition is being
targeted by the Modi
Govt. He said that Prime
Minister Modi and BJP
know they are getting
defeated, so indulging in
such tactics but people
will teach them a lesson.

Congress candidate
Raman Bhalla thanked
the people for huge
participation in the rally
today from al parts and
appealed to throw the
arrogant regime out of
power for the large inter-
est of poor and common
man. People of Jammu
have suffered a lot and
will teach BJP MP and its
leaders a lesson through
ballot, in this election.
He said that congress
will come back to solve
the problems of common
man who are under huge
economic distress and
facing lot of hardships
due to tax terrorism and
price rise, record unem-
ployment and lopsided
development.

Manmohan Singh DCC
President Jammu Urban
conducted the proceed-
ings of the rally in which
several senior leaders
addressed the gather-
ing at Shaheedi Chowk
Jammu.

Four stranded ITBP
vehicles rescued in
Snow-bound Ladakh

Top News Report

Leh, Apr 2: Four ITBP
vehicles stranded in
the snow at 17,000 feet
in Zursar were taken to
safety by a team from
Project Himank of the
Border Roads Organisa-
tion in Ladakh on Tues-
day, a defence spokes-
person said.

The Border Roads Task
Force (BRTF) team of
Project Himank carried
out the rescue operation
and averted a disaster,
the public relations offi-
cer for Leh of the defence
ministry’s Directorate of
Public Relations said in

a post on X.
“Responding to an ITBP
distress call, the 755

BRTF Team — Project

Himank Leh mobilised
resources in extreme
weather to rescue four
stranded vehicles at
17,000 feet in Zursar,
averting a disaster,”
the Leh-based defence
spokesperson said, shar-
ing a few pictures of the
rescue operation in the
snow-bound area.

The official said it was
not immediately known
how many Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) per-
sonnel were travelling in
the four vehicles.

In another post, the
Leh-based public rela-
tions officer said 50
BRTF rescued a trucker
stranded while cross-
ing Chang La at 17,600
feet on Sunday-Monday
night.

‘Essentials of Road Safety’; Awareness
Campalgn at Keri, Rajourl

T

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Apr 2: Road
accident leads to loss of
precious lives and seri-
ous injuries. In order to
address this critical issue,
an awareness campaign

focused on ‘Traffic Safety’
was conducted by Indian
Army at Keri, Rajouri. The
campaign was aimed at
educating individuals,
raising awareness about
safe driving practices and
encouraging responsible

behaviour for traffic. The
informative session also
provided comprehen-
sive information on traf-
fic rules, safe driving
techniques and the con-
sequences of reckless
driving.

Modi Sarkar’s Schemes improves
livelihood of weaker section of
the Society: Sunil Prajapati

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Sunil
Prajapati, State Presi-
dent along with team
tours different areas of
the Jammu to garner sup-
port for his party in the
wake of forthcoming Lok
Sabha polls.

Sunil Prajapati said that
NITI Aayog has endorsed
that over 25 crore popula-
tion had been pulled out
of poverty over the past
decade by envisaging a
multitude of public welfare
schemes. He said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi firmly believed that
the development process
of the country must pass
through the establish-
ment of state-of-the-art
infrastructure, which acts
as a medium for sus-
tainable and inclusive

growth. He said that the
Modi Government has
ensured the implemen-
tation of this principle on
the ground to help the
underprivileged classes
to overcome dearth,
hardships, and poverty.
The senior BJP leader
claimed that no govern-
ment in the past had done
so much for the poor like
the Modi regime as it
has tailored dozens of
schemes exclusively for
the poor strata to bail
it out from the morass,
which it confronted for
the last many decades
due to indifference of
successive governments.
Assuring that PM Modi
has much more in the
offing for those who
are still struggling to
fight poverty, the senior
party functionary sought

whole hearted support

of the people in the Lok
Sabha polls to realize
the unfulfilled dreams
of the people in the
shortest possible time.
He said, “PM Modi has
fulfilled all his promises
made in the run-up to
polls in 2014 and 2019,
thus it is time now for
the people of J&K to
reciprocate positively
to strengthen the hands
of PM Modi for another
term to fulfill the remain-
ing demands of the
people and making the
nation strong economi-
cally, socially and mili-
tarily as well”.

During the meetings,
Rohit Verma, Raju Bazi-
gar, Purshottam Kumar,
Joginder Singh, Deep
Kumar and Thoru Ram
present on the occasion.

INDI Alliance formed not to save
democracy but to save corrupt

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2. The
political Chanakya Amit
Shah, while address-
ing the party workers
and BJP leaders at the
‘Shakti Kendra Pramukh
Sammelan’ at Polo
Ground in Rajasthan
ahead of the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections,
taunted the INDI Alli-
ance, saying, “No matter
how many parties come
together in this ‘Gha-
mandiya Gathbandhan’
(arrogant alliance), Modi
will still come.”

The entire country
knows that the dream
of defeating Modi in the
arrogant alliance will
remain just a dream. This
alliance of the opposition
does not work to save
democracy but to pro-
mote nepotism in politics.
The ‘Ghamandiya Gath-
bandhan’ is only con-
cerned about the family,
besides whom nobody
else matters. Whether
it's Ashok Gehlot, Lalu
Prasad Yadav, Uddhav
Thackeray, or MK Stalin,
all these leaders want
to make their sons chief
ministers. While Mamata

Banerjee dreams of
making her nephew the
CM, and Sonia Gandhi
wants to make her son
Rahul Gandhi the Prime
Minister. People of the
country have realised,
how can those who are
worried about their own
families care about the
youth of the country?
The real place for the
leaders of the ‘Gha-
mandiya Gathbandhan’
tainted with corruption is
jail, and this is becoming
evident in the era of Amrit
Kaal.

In 2014, the people of
Rajasthan had given all
25 seats in Modi’s bag
with 55% votes; in 2019,
they gave all 25 seats
to Modi again with 61%
votes. This time too, the
people of Rajasthan have
decided to give Modi 25
out of 25 seats with 70%
votes, making it a hat-
trick.

Before 2014, Sonia and
Manmohan’s Govern-
ment plunged the entire
country into darkness.
But when the people
of the country and Raj-
asthan made Modi the
Prime Minister in 2014,
“Since then, Modi has

shown that the govern-
ment of Delhi belongs
to the poor. Today, this
same army of the poor
is ready to clean up the
Congress mess.”

In the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections, under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the skilled guidance
of Union Home Minister
and Minister of Coop-
eration Amit Shah, the
BJP has set a target
of winning 400+ seats.
Shah firmly believes
that it’s not the leaders
but the workers who can
achieve this goal. Today,
every worker at the booth
is ready to make Prime
Minister Modi the PM for
the third time.

If Modi’'s magic works
in any election, then
the factor of the famous
Shah also influences
the electoral prepara-
tions. Shah’s presence
in the electoral field
ensures BJP’s victory.
The Chanakya of Indian
politics Amit Shah’s claim
is going to be proven
correct as once again in
2024, the lotus will bloom
and Modi will become the
Prime Minister.
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EDITORIAL

ENJOY LIFE WITH
MEDITATION

editation is a practice whereby a person

uses a technique and consciously focuses

attention on a particular object, thought,
activity. Meditation is primarily about achieving
a mentally clear and emotionally calm and stable
state. Meditation can have different meanings. A
child can concentrate on his book while reading.
Meditation has also been described in Maharishi
Patanjali’s book ‘Yoga Sutra’.

The main types of meditation are Mindfulness
meditation, Spiritual meditation, focused medita-
tion, Movement meditation, Mantra meditation and
Transcendental meditation.

Meditation provides many benefits which includes
Internal energy increases, qualities like positive
thoughts, love, patience, generosity, forgiveness and
compassion develop.

Meditation has been popular in Indian culture
since the beginning. Lord Shiva always meditate
remain sitting in posture. Apart from this, all the
sages of ancient India often meditated and did pen-
ance. Meditation is very beneficial for those people
whose mind remains very disturbed. A person can
never do his work properly if the mind is not calm.
The biggest benefit of meditation is that it removes
negative thoughts and positive thoughts come into
the person’s mind. By meditating, a person’s body
becomes healthy and disease-free. The body’s
immunity increases. Blood pressure decreases.
The person’s stress reduces and memory power
increases. The pace of aging slows down. This is the
reason why meditation and yoga have become very
popular nowadays. From big leaders to Bollywood
celebrities to big businessmen, everyone has started
doing it. The Prime Minister of our country Naren-
dra Modi is promoting yoga and meditation a lot. He
regularly does yoga and meditation and inspires all
the countrymen to do the same. People who wake
up every morning and meditate are filled with new
freshness. Stagnation, inertia and tiredness go away.
Meditation is very important for those doing cre-
ative work. This gives them new creative power.
There are many benefits of meditating. By doing this
the person becomes familiar with himself. He gets
to know more and more about himself and attains
enlightenment. By meditating a person comes to
know the purpose of his life. All great leaders used
to meditate. Mahatma Gandhi always gave the mes-
sage of meditation and yoga. Many famous people
like Swami Vivekananda, Aurobindo Maharishi used
to advise to do meditation and yoga.

Meditation increases a person’s tolerance. Often
we all see that we get distracted due to small dif-
ficulties, stress, problems in our life. Nowadays
people commit suicide over small matters. People
commit suicide after quarreling with their wives.

People end their lives when they lose their jobs.
They get upset when a marriage breaks up. In this
way, we all face small problems in our life, but it
does not mean that we should end our life. Medita-
tion increases a person’s tolerance. This is com-
pletely true. In Buddhism, Lord Gautam Buddha
also considers meditation and yoga important. He
attained knowledge by meditating himself. There-
fore, do meditation regularly to remove everyday
mental stress and anxiety. People who meditate
daily keep their mind, soul and body purified. Just
as clothes are cleaned when they become dirty, simi-
larly meditation drives away our negative thoughts
and purifies our mind, soul and body. By doing this
our brain starts working faster than before and
works in a positive direction. Meditation has no reli-
gion. Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, people of any
religion can do it. This is for the entire human race.
By doing this the person comes closer to God. Stu-
dents especially benefit from meditation. Students
who meditate daily, their self-confidence increases,
they feel more interested in studies, their memory
improves and they remember what they have read.
His attention does not wander here and there.
Students are able to concentrate on their studies.
His nature is good. Positivity remains in mind and
thoughts. Due to which students perform well in
studies. They are able to learn things faster. Many
people suffer from lack of enthusiasm in their lives.
They are just living, they neither see any purpose
nor any meaning in their life. Such people must
meditate. Without enthusiasm there is no success
in any work, life seems like a burden. Curiosity is
an essential element of life. This should be done in
the morning. It is essential that you remain on an
empty stomach. Spread a mat on the ground and sit.
Meditation should always be done in a quiet place.
Close both your eyes. One should sit straight while
meditating. Keep your spine straight. Relax your
shoulders and neck. Before doing this, do a little
warm-up (exercise). After that close both your eyes
and concentrate. While meditating, one should take
long and deep breaths. Keep breathing steady. Your
mind will become calm. Close both eyes and keep
a smile on your face. After meditating, open your
eyes slowly. In the end we would say that medita-
tion opens every part of the mind. Meditation brings
peace and success in every area of life. Start meditat-
ing today and enjoy a beautiful life.

West’s disquiet about India: Meddling or friendly nudge?

By: K.C. Singh

he rumblings were audi-

ble in India for months as

investigative agencies like
the Enforcement Directorate and
the income-tax department had
been selectively targeting Oppo-
sition leaders and parties. It was
expected that once the elections
to the Lok Sabha were announced
the Model Code of Conduct would
compel balanced restraint till the
elections were over. However, if
anything, the arrest of Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal on March
21 and exaggerated income-tax
claims from the Congress, the main
Opposition party, defied that logic.
The un-levelling of the playing field
continues under the very nose of the
Election Commission.

Germany was the first country
to express discomfort over this
scenario. India reacted with calcu-
lated diplomatic ire, advising the
Germans to mind their own busi-
ness. But when the US state depart-
ment expressed similar anxiety,
the ministry of external affairs first
strongly protested, although less
stridently, and then followed up
by summoning acting US deputy
chief of mission Gloria Berbena.
India’s expectation was that the
matter would end there, both sides
having appeased public opinion in
their respective countries.

However, US state department
spokesman Mathew Miller, when
asked about the summoning of their
diplomat, in seniority next only to
the ambassador, had no hesitation
in reiterating that “we continue to
follow these actions closely, includ-
ing the arrest of the Delhi CM”. Not
stopping there, he added that the
US was also aware of tax authorities
hampering the electioneering abili-
ty of the Congress Party by freezing
their accounts. Mr Miller concluded

that they “encourage fair, transpar-
ent and timely legal processes for
each of these issues”. Justice and
fairness of the proceedings was also
emphasised.

Amongst those who were trolled
in India was an anchor of a major
television channel when he simply
tweeted the latest US reaction. This
writer’s comments a day earlier on
a major business television chan-
nel, when posted on X and You-
Tube, generated huge viewership
and some acerbic comments. The
main line of counterattack by pro-
BJP elements was that comments
on the fairness of Indian elections
by foreign powers was a breach of
Indian sovereignty and interfer-
ence in India’s internal affairs. All
those reporting such criticism, and
especially those pointing out the
misuse of the agencies only against
government’s opponents were anti-
national.

This writer, in his social media
response, pointed out that the
“bhakts”, or hardcore BJP support-
ers, failed to perceive the difference
between the government and the
nation. Mark Twain’s quote cap-
tures it perfectly that “loyalty to the
country always, loyalty to a govern-
ment when it deserves it”.

The fracas raises the broader
question about the validity of the
Indian defence that any criticism
of the Indian electoral processes
is a breach of Indian sovereignty.
US President Joe Biden came into
office in January 2021 promising
a summit of democracies, intend-
ing thereby to globally advance the
values that the liberal democratic
model represents. But the United
States has a poor record historically
of such evangelism. Late US sec-
retary of state Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski had named his memoir Power
and Principle, underscoring the
conflict in the conduct of foreign

policy between ethics and realpoli-
tik. A case in point is Pakistan. The
minute the Soviet Union militarily
intervened in Afghanistan in 1979,
the US sidelined its ire over Gen.
Muhammad Zia-ul Haq's mili-
tary coup, the hanging of former
Prime Minister Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
and Pakistan’s clandestine nuclear
weapons programme. A similar
long rope was offered again to mil-
itary dictator Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf after Al Qaeda’s 9/11 terrorist
attack on the United States.

However, India presents a separate
case. Even during the Cold War, the
US was drawn to India as a citadel
of democracy in Asia. Thereafter,
India became additionally attractive
for its economic rise, huge market,
increasing military strength and as
a counterfoil to China. But its basic
relevance persists as an established
democracy, which shares the Amer-
ican commitment to a global liberal
democratic order. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has promoted this
soft power of India by coinages like
India as the “mother of democra-
cies”.

Understandably, thus, India’s
friends among the Western nations
get concerned about any democratic
slippage in India. In the European
Union itself, they have similar
anxiety about democratic recession
in member nations like Hungary.
Brazil, as the 21st century opened,
was seen alongside Germany, India
and Japan as a natural candidate
for permanent membership of the
UN Security Council. But after the
short and democratically destruc-
tive presidency of Jair Bolsonaro,
that edge is gone.

On March 28, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres’ spokesman
also commented on the Indian elec-
tions, hoping in “India, as in any
country that is having elections,
that everyone’s rights are protected,

including political and civil rights,
and everyone can vote in an atmo-
sphere that is free and fair”. India
may tell the UN to stick to more
pressing issues like the humanitar-
ian crisis in Gaza and the protracted
war in Ukraine. However, the fun-
damental question of partisan con-
duct by the investigative agencies
cannot be ignored.

The Indian legal system is basical-
ly sound, but faces questions about
its independence. One is symbol-
ised by an anti-Opposition judge
of the Calcutta high court quitting
overnight to become the BJP’s can-
didate in the forthcoming election.
Similarly, an excessive number of
sensitive political cases have gone
to a Supreme Court judge with past
Gujarat government links. This may
be a coincidence but the Chief Jus-
tice must ensure, as the phrase goes,
that “Caesar’s wife must be above
suspicion”.

What can happen next? It is pos-
sible that, diplomatic demarches
aside, the Indian government
realises the damage that it is doing
to India’s reputation as a robust
democracy. It may curb its inexpli-
cable desire to overplay its winning
hand, with possibilities of dimin-
ished gain. Separately, the highest
court may freeze the income-tax
orders and also start de-weaponis-
ing the Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act by restricting the deten-
tion powers of the ED. A warning
signal was one member of the Elec-
tion Commission suddenly resign-
ing.

Hopefully, like the US institutions
defending the democratic frame-
work when defeated incumbent
President Donald Trump attempted
to subvert the verdict, Indian insti-
tutions will not completely wilt. It
would be a mistake to ignore warn-
ings from the US and other Western
powers as mere bluster. The people
of India may be thinking analogous-
ly and vote accordingly.

Benefits of an Aptitude Test in Education

By: Vijay GarG

ptitude Tests accesses your logi-

cal reasoning and thinking ability.

They consist of multiple choice
questions and are held as proper exams. The
tests are strictly timed. Generally, the time
given depends on the number of questions in
the test. Mostly, 60 to 90 seconds is given for
one question. There are many different types
of questions which can be asked in an aptitude
test. These different types of questions can be
categorized as:

Verbal Ability: It comprises the English speak-
ing skills of a person. Spelling and grammar are
included in it. It is based on the understanding
of the accurate meaning of the words, forma-
tion sentence or sentence structure, idioms and
proverbs. It tests the skills like understanding
the information, recalling the information, and
understanding of language concepts. The ques-
tions included in verbal ability can be of the
following types:

Spelling questions

Missing word questions

Missing word questions

Synonyms and antonyms

Word pair questions

Comprehension

Reasoning questions

Numeric Ability: It includes basic mathemat-
ics like addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and division. In some tests, data interpretation
is also present which means the interpretation
of charts and graphs. The numeric ability can be
categorized as a speed test. A speed test means
that the questions are very simple and the meth-
ods used to solve them are very clear. It is just
considered with how many questions you can
answer correctly within a given period of time.
You are not allowed to use a calculator. The
questions included in numeric ability can be of
the following types:

Arithmetic questions

Sequence and series

Numbers represented by the alphabet

Data interpretation

Abstract Reasoning: It includes the questions
which have a very little or no application in
the real world. The question tests your under-
standing of patterns and figures and also the
similarities and differences between shapes and
figures. This test does not require any educa-
tional qualification.

Spatial Reasoning: It includes your ability
to draw or interpret drawings. It tests your
imagination. The question may require you
to imagine a given drawing rotated at some
angle or visualize a 2-dimensional drawingin a
3-dimensional view. It may also include visual
assembly or disassembly of an object. The ques-
tions included in spatial reasoning can be of the
following types:

Shape matching

Group rotation

Combining Shapes

3 dimension views

Maps and plans

Mechanical Reasoning: It tests your knowl-
edge of mechanical and physical concepts. Your
score significantly depends on your knowledge.
The various aspects included in it are:

Levers

Gears

Pulleys

Electrical circuits

Springs Tools

Fault Diagnosis: It tests your ability to find
faults in mechanical and electronic systems.
This type of test is taken by those who want to
work as technical personnel.

Data Checking: It tests that how accurately
and speedily you can find out errors in the given
data. Mostly, you would be given two columns
of data and you have to find the differences
between the two. The data is not much mean-
ingful. This type of test is done for clerical jobs,
administrative jobs, or jobs related to banking
and accounting.

Work Sample: In this, you will have to give
the sample of the work you are expected to do
after you get the job. Therefore, it will involve
a specific skill.

What is the Importance of an Aptitude Test?

The Aptitude Test can be used as a measure
of the abilities of a person. These tests give
the complete picture of a person’s mind. The
aptitude test is of a great importance for the
students studying in school or those people
who want to change their profession. The test
will give them a precise result of what is the
actual abilities of a person. The importance of
an aptitude test can be understood by the fact
that they being widely used now for various
purposes. Some of them are:

Placement Purpose: If a job requires some spe-
cific skill or some particular trait in the person,
itis evaluated by aptitude tests. For example, if
you have applied for a data entry job, they will
test your data checking skills or if you have
applied for a job in the technical field they will
test your mechanical reasoning or fault diag-
nosing ability. Mostly, the aptitude test is used
in conjugation with a personal interview or a
group discussion or both for job placement. It
is difficult to cheat in an aptitude test, there-
fore, they are considered reliable by most of the
interviewers. These tests give the interviewer
an idea of the natural abilities, strength, and
weaknesses of the interviewee.

Choosing a Career: The result of the aptitude
test tells us about the skills or abilities of a
person. This result is of great help in choosing
a career. A person will get to know what he is
good at and he should choose a career accord-
ingly. For example, a person takes an aptitude
test and the result shows that the person’s verbal
skills are excellent but the numerical skills are
very poor. In this case, rather than choosing
a career which requires him to enhance his
numeric ability, it would be beneficial for him to
choose a career which requires his verbal skills.
Therefore, an aptitude test becomes guidance in
choosing a career. One should definitely opt for
an aptitude test before choosing a career. The

right time for this test is after passing the 10th
standard exam. It will guide you to choose the
correct stream.

Academic Improvement: If a student takes an
aptitude test, it will directly or indirectly tell
him his strong and weak subject. The student
can, therefore, work on his weak subjects and
improve them.

Itis very important to include aptitude tests in
education. As most of the multinational compa-
nies take the aptitude test of the person trying
for the job, the tips and tricks for solving the
aptitude tests must be taught to the students
from the very beginning. If the students practice
aptitude tests from the very beginning they will
be able to solve them in proper time correctly.
This would be beneficial for them when they
go for recruitment. The schools should test the
aptitude of the students at regular intervals so
that the faculty can know the weak areas of
their students. Moreover, it will tell the faculty
if there is any fault in the curriculum or teaching
methodology.

How to Prepare for an Aptitude Test?

If you are appearing for an aptitude test which
is competitive or for placement purpose, here
are some tips which could be helpful to you.

Learn Basics: There is no particular syllabus
for aptitude test. Anything could be asked of
you in the test. So, it becomes necessary that all
your basic subjects, especially mathematics, is
clear to you. You should know all the basics you
learned in the school.

Everything is Important: In a competitive
exam, even a single mark become very impor-
tant. So, you should not leave any topic while
preparing. Even if you find a topic difficult, do
not leave it. Read that topic again and again or
take help from your teachers. You do not know
what will come in the exam, so you should pre-
pare all the topics very well.

Practice: As it is said, practice makes a man
perfect. You should go for mock aptitude tests.
There are many books available for aptitude.
The internet is flooded with aptitude tests which
are free of cost. Go for them. The more you will
practice, your speed will increase. You will also
come across many different types of questions,
which might increase your knowledge. It is also
possible that you may get the same question you
practised in the test.

Know your Weak Points: You should know
in which topics u lag behind. You should pre-
pare those topics first because you do not need
much time to prepare those topics which you
are good at.

Do not Waste Time: Time is very precious. If
you get stuck on a question and you do not find
any way out, leave it for that particular time and
come back to it later.

Be Careful while Attempting: Most of the
tests have negative marking. So just do not
attempt the question if you are not sure about
the answer. Do not assume your answer to be
right. A zero is always better than a minus one.

Avoid Gaps: Avoid gaps in your practising
routine as it can decrease your speed. Large
gaps can make you forgetful. If you have a busy

schedule on a particular day, try to take out at
least 30 minutes for practising questions. Do not
waste any day without practising.

Have a Fresh Mind: Aptitude needs a lot of
concentration which can be devoted only to a
fresh and peaceful mind. If you had a fight with
someone or you are feeling low or you have
diverted mind, do not practice aptitude. If you
will practice aptitude at this instance, you will
get all your questions wrong because you will
not be able to devote full concentration.

Take Care of Yourself: Body and mind are
interlinked. For a healthy mind, the body
should also be healthy and vice versa. Sleep
well and eat well. Take at least 6 hours of sleep.

Disadvantages of an Aptitude Test

With all these advantages of aptitude tests,
there also come disadvantages attached to them.
The disadvantages of aptitude tests are:

Costly: It is quite costly to make an aptitude
test or to administer it. To meet this cost, the
institutes or organizations which hold these
tests charge a huge sum of money from the
students appearing for it. The companies which
use aptitude test for recruitment have to spend
a lot of money on these tests as the number of
people appearing is quite a lot. For every differ-
ent type of the job, the company has to modify
the test which adds to the cost.

Stressful: Aptitude tests are quite stressful. A
person appearing for the test devotes his entire
mind to it before and during the test. If the
person appeared for the test for placement or
some other fruitful purpose, he would be tensed
for the result. This increases the stress level.

Cannot tell Everything: Aptitude tests can
only tell your weak and strong areas, but it
cannot tell how well you can learn new things.
It only tells about your natural abilities and
intelligence, not about your interests. Moreover,
it only tells about your mind, not about your
personality. For example, your aptitude test
results say that you would be good in the field
of sales and marketing but you lack those speak-
ing skills and confidence required for convers-
ing with the customers, you will not be able to
find success in these fields. Also, the tests cannot
predict your artistic capabilities.

Conclusion

Considering both the advantages and disad-
vantages, it is concluded that do not stick to
what your aptitude test result says. For choos-
ing a career, there is no harm in taking the test
but doing exactly what the result says is not
right. Have a deep thought and connect the
test result with your interest and your person-
ality and then make a decision for choosing a
career. If you are appearing for the test for other
purposes, that is, placement or something else,
prepare for it. The test will not be easy.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)
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JU organizes Expert Lecture on “Stress Management
for Younger Generation through Spirituality”
| B b | | 5 -

Top News Report

KATHUA, Apr 2: Uni-
versity Institute of Engi-
neering and Technology
(UIET), Kathua Campus,
University of Jammu
organized an Expert Lec-
ture on Stress Manage-
ment for Younger Gener-
ation through Spirituality.

The resource person
was Col. Manoj Sharma,
who is commanding 126
TA Battalion at Madho-
pur. During the course
of his career as a com-
pany commander, the
officer has served along
the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir
sector and western bor-
ders of Punjab. He also
served in Africa (Congo)
as Part of the United

Nations Peace keeping
force. He remained part
of the Mobile TRG team
in Myanmar to train the
Myanmarese Army for
the United Nations mis-
sion.

For his dedication and
diligent services, Col
Manoj Sharma has been
awarded with “GOC-in-
C Commendation Card”
and “Force Commander’s
certificate of apprecia-
tion”.

Drawing from his exten-
sive real-life experiences,
Col. Manoj Sharma pro-
vided invaluable insights
and practical guidance on
navigating the challenges
of stress in today’s fast-
paced world, particularly
targeting the younger
generation. Throughout

the session, Col. Manoj
Sharma emphasized the
significance of integrat-
ing spirituality into one’s
daily life as a powerful
tool for managing stress
and maintaining mental
equilibrium. His thought-
provoking anecdotes
and profound wisdom
resonated deeply with
the audience, inspiring
them to adopt a holistic
approach to wellness. He
further underscored the
transformative power of
spirituality in promoting
mental well-being and
resilience among the
younger generation.
Prof. Arvind Jasrotia,
Rector, Kathua Campus,
University of Jammu,
in his message under-
scored the importance
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of fostering a supportive
environment for students
to address their mental
health concerns and
encouraged the continu-
ation of similar events in
the future. He also added
that the expert lecture
served as a platform for
meaningful dialogue and
reflection on the pressing
issues of stress manage-
ment among the younger
generation. He stressed
that accepting the chal-
lenges of stress in
today’s fast-paced world
promotes holistic devel-
opment and well-being
among today’s student
community. Prof. Jasrotia
further said that by foster-
ing conversations around
spirituality and mental
health, the campus aims

to empower students to
lead fulfilling and bal-
anced lives.

Dr. Sourabh Shastri,
I/c Coordinator, UIET,
Kathua Campus (JU)
welcomed the resource
person. He stressed that
such motivational lec-
tures guide students on
the profound role spiri-
tuality plays in navigat-
ing the complexities of
modern life. Recognizing
the importance of mental
health and holistic well-
being, he emphasized the
campus’s commitment for
providing students with
the necessary tools and
knowledge to thrive in all
aspects of their lives.

The program was coor-
dinated by Er. Sandeep
Raj and Er. Vedika Khullar.

Er. Sushant Gagal,
Dr. Seema Jamwal, Dr.
Shivani Sharma, Er. Ama-
rieet Chopra, Er. Komal
Khadotra, Er. Palvi Verma,
Er. Vishavjeet Singh, Er.
Sourab Gupta, Er. Ritika
Gupta, Dr. Ritu Sharma,
Er. Himani Khajuria, Er.
Arooshi Gupta, Er. Princy
Sharma, Er. Puneet Kour,
Er. Shivani Sharma, Er.
Karan Kumar, Er. Arjun
Kapoor, Er. Rohit Khatru,
Er, Jeewanjot, Dr. Sunny
Sharma, Dr. Nomita
Sharma, Dr. Meenakshi
Singh, Pranav Ratta,
were also present during
the lecture.

Skoda Auto India enhances digitalisation | Construction of lane
strategy to fuel New Era of growth in India

BEST OF

24 Years. 24 Hours. 24" March.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Skoda
Auto India has already
ushered in the New Era
with the announcement
of its all-new compact
SUV. Taking a stride
further into the New Era
with user engagement,
customer involvement
and digitalisation, the

company launched a
flurry of 360-degree digi-
tal activities that saw it
achieve landmark sales
and get closer to its cus-
tomers and fans.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Petr Janeba,
Brand Director, Skoda
Auto India, said: “With
the ever-changing
digital landscape, plat-

forms and mediums, it
is imperative to pioneer
new ways of enhancing
the customer experience
and journey. Our digital
strategies are designed
to ensure our products
and services reach out
to our customers and
fans, in a language of
their choice. The Name
Your Skoda campaign
garnered over 1,50,000
entries till date for our
soon-to-be-launched
all-new compact SUV.
The recently concluded,
first-ever, fully digital
24-hour sale celebrat-
ing our 24 years in India
resulted in 709 Skoda
cars being booked in a
single day. Besides, we
have further enhanced
our Skoda verse India
NFT umbrella with the
roll out of the Skoda
Gearheads community.
With these we are con-
stantly adapting and
evolving to reach out to
even more customers
to meet their needs and
aspirations in this vast
and diverse market.”

Gho-M

and dain started in

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Con-
struction of 120 mts lane
and drain was started
today in Ward No. 5 of
Village Ghou-Manhassan
under Municipality Trans-
port Master Plan (MTMP)
scheme. The locals
present on the occasion
appreciated the quick
response towards their
justand genuine demand.

anassan Ward 5

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ex Vice Chairman
of Municipal Committee
Ghou-Manhassan Kris-
han Lal Kaith said that
Village Ghou-Manhas-
san has progressed a lot
towards development in
last five years.

Others who spoke
included Bishan Dass,
Ram Lal, Madan Lal,
Rajesh Kumar and Raj
Mistry

Sanjay Nayar takes over as ASSOCHAM President

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Sanjay Nayar,
a well-known name in the global
financial markets and Founder
and Chairman, Sorin Investment
Fund has taken over as Presi-
dent of the Associated Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
of India (ASSOCHAM).

Nayar with extensive experi-
ence in international finance
replaces Ajay Singh, complet-
ing his tenure at the Chamber.

Nayar brings an experience
of four decades in global finan-
cial and capital markets, includ-
ing 25 years at Citi and nearly
14 at KKR, before retiring last
year. He established KKR India
operations in 2009 after leaving
Citigroup.

At KKR, Sanjay led invest-
ments of around USD 14 Billion
in Private Equity, Real Estate,
Infrastructure, and Credit with
Private equity being the largest
at approximately USD 10 billion
valuation.

Sanjay worked across senior
leadership positions in Citigroup
for 25 years in India, UK, and
USA.

He served as the CEO of Citi-
group’s Indian and South Asian
operations and was a member of

-

Citigroup’s Global Management
Committee and Asia Executive
Operating Committee.

He serves as a Non-Execu-
tive Director at the new-age
E-commerce company NYKAA
founded by him and his wife Fal-
guni Nayar. Sanjay was recent-
ly appointed as a non-official
member of the Board of Trade,
Government of India, represent-
ing the private sector, and is a
member of the National Startup
Advisory Council. He is also
a member of the Board of the
US-India Strategic Partnership
Forum (USISPF), the Govern-
ing Board of the Indian School

of Business (ISB), a member of
the Advisory Board of Habitat
for Humanity, Chairman of Gra-
meen Impact Investments India
(Glll); and Founder — Board
Member of Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP).

“It is indeed a great honor for
me to be elected as the Presi-
dent of ASSOCHAM, the apex
institution with a history of over
100 years in its service to the
Nation. During my Presidency,
my ASSOCHAM colleagues and
I will work closely with the gov-
ernment on the visionary goal
of our Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi for India
to become a developed nation
with a multi-fold increase in the
country’s per capita income and
continuation of bold economic
growth. | look forward to sup-
porting the efforts being made
by the industry to achieve the
country’s sustainability goals.

“India remains a bright spot
in the global economy and we
must leverage this position fur-
ther. Given the recent success
of Startup Mahakumbh led by
ASSOCHAM, | look forward to
catalyzing the startup culture
backed by private and public
savings”, he said.

“ASSOCHAM would continue
to play a pro-active role in the
endeavour of nation building.
Aligned with its four growth pil-
lars, | look forward to furthering
efforts to facilitate the MSME
segment, through improved
financing and digitization. The
Chamber would remain an
active partner of the govern-
ment in the policy formulations
forinclusive growth with a sense
of social responsibility”, said Mr
Nayar.

Extending a warm welcome to
the new President, ASSOCHAM
Secretary General Deepak Sood
said Sanjay’s leadership would
help the Chamber strengthen
its four pillars of growth. In the
coming year, ASSOCHAM will
lean on Sanjay’s experience and
network to further facilitate the
growth of the MSME segment,
especially the use of emerging
technologies such as Al. The
chamber has been working pas-
sionately on the four pillars of
Sustainable, Entrepreneurship,
Empowerment, and Digitization.
He said the chamber would work
towards realizing the avowed
objective of India joining the
status of a developed country
in the next two decades.

Amit Kapoor demands removal
of Chairman of JKFFRC

Says Pvt schools harassed parents on name
of high fees, uniforms, arbitrary books

Top News Report

JAMMU, Apr 2: Amit
Kapoor, President of Par-
ents Association Jammu,
raised questions on the
functioning of JKFFRC
and protested strongly
today demanding the
immediate removal of its
Chairman. He said that
an efficient Chairman
should be appointed to
bring its functioning on
track. Along with this, he
said that school mafia
is being run under the
guise of white collar,
which is looting parents
by charging high fees,
uniforms and arbitrary
prices of books.

He said that books and
uniforms are changed in
schools every year for
looting, whereas under
the new education policy,
only NCERT or JKBose
books can be used in
schools. Continuing his
series of protests against
the private school mafia,
Amit Kapoor held a
strong protest in Jammu
today as well.

Addressing the protest-
ers, Amit Kapoor said
that the private school
mafia is looting parents

by changing books and
uniforms every year
and at the same time,
the schools whose fees
have been approved by
JKFFRC are also charg-
ing more fees than that.
He said that as far as
JKFFRC is concerned, it
only forms a complaint
cell and when a parent
complains, its chair-
man asks the parent to
withdraw his complaint
or settles the matter by
reducing his fees a little,
but more fees are being
charged from the rest of
the parents. He said that
the investigation com-
mittees formed by the
department are also just
nominal and they too are
just watching the spec-
tacle of parents being
looted by doing the for-
mality.

He said that the Direc-
tor of School Education
Department has issued
a circular and warned
the schools violating
the rules, but as far as
the CEO of Jammu divi-
sion is concerned, he
has completely failed to
implement this circular
at the ground level, due
to which the parents are

quite disappointed.

He said that when the
CEO of Poonch took
action in this matter,
he was transferred. He
said that all this prob-
lem can be solved only
when the Chairman of
JKFFRC is transferred
and a new Chairman is
appointed in his place.
He has also urged the
Divisional Commis-
sioners of Jammu and
Kashmir to take the com-
plaints of parents seri-
ously and take concrete
steps towards taking
strict action against the
schools violating the
rules. Amit Kapoor has
warned that if no action
is taken against the
school mafia, then he will
continue the movement
started against it and the
series of protests started
by him will also continue.

Along with this, he also
reiterated the demand
for giving two years
relaxation in age to the
children of first class.
He said that the chil-
dren who are currently
enrolled should be given
two years relaxation in
age so that there is no
impact on their future.

Kishtwar police recovers huge
quantity of illicit liquor

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Apr 2: In
a significant crackdown
on illegal activities, Dis-
trict Police Kishtwar have
recovered 71 bottles of
illicit liquor (22 Itr) from
Kuleed area of Kishtwar
town.

During routine patrol-
ling a Police Party of
Police Station Kishtwar
noticed some suspicious
activities on a chicken
shop in Kuleed area.

The Police party on
reaching the shop start-
ed search of the shop
and during search 71
bottles of illicit liquor (22
Itr) has been recovered.
In this regard a case FIR
No. 90/ 2024 under rel-
evant provisions of law
has been registered at
Police Station Kishtwar
against one bootlegger
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namely Suraj Kumar S/O
Khushi Ram R/O Waseer
Kuleed and his associ-
ate.

District Police Kishtwar
remain steadfast in their
commitment to eradicat-
ing all forms of illegal

activities and ensuring
the safety and well-being
of citizens. They urge the
public to continue provid-
ing valuable information
to assist in maintaining
law and order in the dis-
trict.

Saroori pledges to fight for Statehood,
land & job protection in Parliament

Top News Report

BATOTE, Apr 2: DPAP
Vice Chairman and Lok
Sabha Seat Candidate
Udhampur- Doda G.M.
Saroori was welcomed
with warmth and enthu-
siasm during his recent
visit to Batote.

Addressing a gather-
ing of dedicated workers,
Saroori reiterated his
commitment to amplify
the people’s voice in par-
liament and work towards
the betterment of the
region.

He appealed for unity
among the community
to foster regional prog-
ress and development.
He emphasized the
importance of collabora-
tive efforts in achieving
common goals and aspi-
rations.

Saroori highlighted
DPAP’s significant role
in defending people’s
rights, citing the party’s
stand against the land
order and successful pre-
vention of bulldozers. He
specifically lauded DPAP
Chairman Ghulam Nabi
Azad’s efforts in parlia-
ment, where he staunchly
opposed the revocation
of Article 370, represent-
ing the sentiments of the
people effectively.

Saroori praised Azad as
the lone voice advocating
for public issues in parlia-
ment, underlining DPAP’s
commitment to prioritiz-
ing the people’s welfare.

He reiterated DPAP’s
core mission of promot-
ing development initia-
tives and advocating for
peace in the region. He
emphasized that DPAP’s
agenda is solely focused
on development and soci-
etal harmony.

Meanwhile, Provincial
President Jugal Kishore
Sharma, urged the public
to reject divisive forces
that seek to create rifts
based on religion and
caste. Sharma empha-
sized the importance of
electing representatives
to parliament who priori-
tize raising public issues
and working for the
people’s welfare.Sharma
expressed confidence
in DPAP Vice Chairman
and LS Seat Candidate
G.M. Saroori’s ability
to represent the public
effectively and address
their concerns in parlia-
ment.

Chief Spokesperson
Salman Nizami highlight-
ed Saroori’s track record
and commitment to serv-
ing the people with justice
and dedication. He reit-

erated DPAP’s stance
on issue-based politics,
emphasizing the need
for representatives who
prioritize public welfare,
unity, and harmony over
divisive agendas.

Among others who
were present on the
occassion were Pro-
vincial President Jugal
Kishore Sharma, Chief
Spokesperson Salman
Nizami, Arun Singh
Raju Secretary, Gourav
Chopra, Shahrukh Bhatti
Zonal Gen Secretary,
Ch Mohd Farooq Pro-
vincial Gen Secretary,
Vishal Chopra Provin-
cial Gen Secretary, Arif
Salaria, Arif Salaria Dis-
trict General Secretary,
Jagdish Chand District
Vice President Ramban,
Block President Atta
Mohd Zargar, General
Secretary Youth Chenab
Valley Mohd Ishaq,Sr
VP Batote Abdul Salam,
Govind Sing, Hans Raj,
Neelma Devi, Shamim
Begum, Chet Ram, Ali
Mohd Shan, Khem Raj,
Mohd Rafiq Shan, Kris-
han Chand, Vijay, Mohd
Aslam, Shadi Lal, Abdul
Rashid, Mohd Imran,
Mohd Hussain, Mohd
Rafiq, Hanif Shan, Tariq
Rather, Akhtar Wani and
others.
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‘Box Office matters more than awards, says three
time National Award-winning actor Rajat Kapoor

As an actor he rarely falters.
Rajat Kapoor, the three-time
National Award winning direc-
tor and actor, has wowed us
more than once. So, it comes
as no surprise as he delivers
another noteworthy perfor-
mance in Lootere, streaming
on Disney+Hotstar. Yet, in his
vast filmography which includes
movies like Drishyam, Mulk,
Kapoor & Sons, Dil Chahta Hai
and Bheja Fry, he considers the
part of the captain of the ship in
Lootere as an exception.

Seen in nearly 50 films, a
meaty role that allows him to
‘truly sink his teeth and get the
juice out of it’ is not an everyday
norm. He is not a fan of pirate
dramas for, “There is hardly
any such genre and only few
films internationally fall in this
category.” He thinks Lootere is
essentially a gangster thriller.
As the series has received
much appreciation, he lauds
its young director Jay Mehta.
He can’t say whether Jay, son
of celebrated director Hansal
Mehta, is his father’s son but
pats him on the back not just
for his technical brilliance but
passion and perseverance.

A filmmaker himself, however,
the director in Rajat takes a
backseat when the directorial
reins are in others’ hands. He
avers, “It doesn’t matter wheth-
er the director is young or old,

Shruti Haasan starts shooting

first-timer or veteran, | am a very
submissive actor. Even though |
might offer a suggestion or two,
ultimately | do become part
of the larger goal of director’s
vision.”

While the world might be
going gaga over how OTT has
transformed the landscape of
entertainment, he is not sure
whether streamers have in
anyway changed audiences’
tastes in India. “Sure, people
are watching documentaries.
But that number is still small.
Anyway, there were always
people who were into different
kind of cinema.”

Take him, with a film-buff father,
at the age of 16, he was part of
a film society in Delhi. Introduc-
tion to world cinema, the likes of
Rainer Werner Fassbinder and
Ingmar Bergman, had already

for Chennai Story

Shruti Haasan, who
has been receiving a
lot of positive response
to her recently released
song Inimel with director
Lokesh Kanagaraj, has
started shooting for her
next project.

Her next project is an
international film, titled
Chennai Story. It will
be helmed by BAFTA-
nominated director
Philip John.

On Monday, Shruti
took to Instagram and
shared glimpses from
the sets of the film and
the mahurat shot.

The actress also
shared a video of her-
self enroute to the set
in her car. Shruti shared
the video with the cap-
tion: “New day. New
movie. New energy.
Thankful.” Chennai
Story marks Shruti’s
third international outing
after Treadstone and
The Eye.

The movie, adapted
from Timeri N. Murari’s
bestseller The Arrange-
ments of Love, is set
against the backdrop of
Chennai.

It is a coming-of-age
romantic and Shruti
plays the pivotal role of
Anu, a spunky private
detective.

happened when he entered the
Film Training Institute of India,
Pune.

However, acting was never
by conscious design. While
his nuanced role of an abusive
uncle in Mira Nair’'s Monsoon
Wedding (2001) would be forev-
er etched on our minds, at that
point he was not looking at a
career in acting. Today, he might
agree that OTT has done won-
ders for actors, but on a plat-
form where a star is born every
other day, he is not looking for
that one part which will define
him. “I don’t think there is one
such role which will prove your
mettle. Ultimately you want to
be remembered for your entire
body of work,” he says.

And his impressive oeuvre
includes much-lauded directorial
endeavours like Ankhon Dekhi.

He specialised in film direction
at his alma mater and remem-
bers how much the guidance of
stalwarts Mani Kaul and Kumar
Shahani enriched him. With
three National Awards under
his belt, he is honest enough
to admit that beyond honours
and laurels, ‘box office mat-
ters more’. But he also insists,
“Ultimately one works neither
for awards nor for money, but
whether one has done some-
thing that will outlive you.”

His drive to achieve that goal
reflects in his film Everybody
Loves Sohrab Handa, which
was screened at MAMI Film
Festival. For the actor in him,
besides Amazon series Khauf,
there is the next season of
Tanaav, which he promises
would be ‘better than the first'.
On unflattering comparisons
with the original Fauda, which
was a rage in India, he would
not comment simply for he has
not seen the Israeli series.

Actually, OTT where the space
for Indie cinema is dwindling
does not figure in his viewing
experience; at least web dramas
don’t. But he would want view-
ers to catch up with Lootere,
which among other things he
says is ‘fun’. His reflections on
life and his journey may not
come across as fun or funny,
but candid, calm and collected
he sure is.

‘Entering my fitted clothes era,’
Parineeti’s chic response to

Parineeti Chopra on
Monday has debunked
rumours of her preg-
nancy by sharing a
video of herself wearing

pregnancy rumours

‘fitted clothes’. Recent-
ly, during the trailer
launch of her upcom-
ing streaming movie
Amar Singh Chamkila,

Parineeti wore a loose
black coloured kaftan
dress.

Rumour mills were
abuzz with the specula-
tion around the actress’
pregnancy, after her
recent wedding with
AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav Chadha. How-
ever, the actress had
earlier put all rumours
to rest, as she took to
Instagram stories and
wrote a note: “Kaftan
dress = pregnancy,
Oversized shirt = preg-
nancy, Comfy Indian
kurta = pregnancy.”

On Monday, Parineeti
took to Instagram and
shared a reel, wherein
she can be seen wear-
ing a white top, match-
ing pants and blazer.
The Ishagzaade actress
is giving major boss
lady vibes in the outfit.

The video includes
a caption that reads:
“POV - wearing well
fitted clothes today,
because when | tried
a kaftan dress...,” then
the video shows several
news headlines stating
‘Is Parineeti Chopra
pregnant?’

You know him as Khalid Mir in Raazi, Hathi Ram in

Paatal Lok and Pradip Kamat in Three of Us. Read on

There are stars and
then, there are actors.
Jaideep Ahlawat is a
star-actor, in a league
of his own, which we
are told by Namrata
Joshi, who moderated
a session with the actor
on Day 4 of Cineves-
ture International Film
Festival at Taj-Chandi-
garh. We couldn’t agree
more with her, though
the actor would rather
have us believe that he
is a mere product of a
writer’s creation and a
director’s vision. What
he says may be true,
but like Joshi said, he
indeed is a star-actor.
The jam-packed ball-
room at Taj-Chandgarh
bore testimony to the
actor’s stardom!

While his career spans
over a decade, Ahlawat
is also one of many
actors who have benefit-
ed from the OTT boom.
He credits his success to
one basic thing — good
writing. “Good writing is
what makes my charac-
ter look good on screen.
It's not just me who did a
great job in Paatal Lok,
it was the writer, director,
cinematographer and
many others. | was only
the face of that collective

Kajol’s hilarious wish for ‘birthday
boy’ Ajay Devgn

' A

effort,” he explains.

He is old fashioned
when it comes to reading
his scripts too. “I prefer
to have a hard copy of
the script and read it,
rather than hear it from
someone as part of nar-
ration. When someone
narrates it, he puts in
his own emotion to the
character, but when |
read it, | make my own
impression. It's raw and
authentic,” he says.

On the contrary, while
shooting for a scene, the
intense Ahlawat prefers
to have instructions
and comments from his
director and writer to get

into the skin of the char-
acter. And, as another
Netflix outing, Three of
Us, is being appreci-
ated for its unique tale
told in a simple manner,
he says, “It's the digital
medium that has given
freedom to writers and
directors to experiment
and tell a tale in the long
format and in many sea-
sons.” Which reminds us
of the second season of
Paatal Lok, which is in
the offing.

Ahlawat calls film-
ing for Paatal Lok is a
‘beautiful-painful feel-
ing, which is satisfying
as well'. He adds, “It's an

to know the man behind those faces...

example of complicated,
nuanced writing.”

Talking about his per-
sonal journey from a vil-
lage near Rohtak, Hary-
ana, to Mumbai, Ahlawat
says acting wasn’t the
original career option for
him. A student of medi-
cal stream in Jat Col-
lege, Rohtak, like many
of his peers, his aim was
to get into the Armed
Forces. But he couldn’t
crack the SSB exams,
and it broke him com-
pletely. After watching
the play Oedipus, which
moved him to tears, he
found his calling in the-
atre. The stage liberated
him. “Plays became my
mode of survival. Acting
brought me happiness,
| could eat and sleep
again, and get out and
meet friends,” he says.

And this is source of
happiness that propelled
him to pursue a post-
graduate course in FTII
Pune. “I never thought of
making money through
acting. Even if you are
an average actor, you
can sustain yourself
in Mumbai. So, it was
always about good
work.”

For him, there is no
compromise when it

comes to a quality prod-
uct. Even if it means
chopping of his own
lines from the script,
which could have made
or marred his image in
his debut film Aakrosh.
Ahlawat recalls how
he asked writer Aditya
Dhar to cut down his
eight-line scene to
three, as those extra
lines made no sense to
him. “I do poetry recita-
tion in Hindi and Urdu.
Poetry is all about brev-
ity. A poet expresses in
two lines what a writer
does in 200 words. So,
| went to Aditya and told
him that ‘ye teen char
linein to bakwas lag
rahi hain’. And he said
it was the first time a
new actor was reducing
his own lines. He was
shocked by my sugges-
tion, but we are friends
till date because of that
incident.” Be it Khalid
Mir in Raazi, Shahid
Khan in Gangs of Was-
seypur, Hathi Ram in
Paatal Lok or Pradip
Kamat in Three of Us,
he enjoys every perfor-
mance because ‘acting
is breathing’ for him and
everything else, money
or expensive clothes just
‘a bonus’.

Saiyami Kher calls for cycling-friendly infra

in Mumbai

Actress and an avid

One of Bollywood’s
most serious actors,
Ajay Devgn, turned 55
on Tuesday and his
actress-wife had the
most hilarious way of
wishing her star hus-
band.

Kajol took to X and
shared a picture of the
actor.

The actress wrote,
‘Since | know ur s000000
excited about ur birth-
day that ur jumping up
and down like a kid and
clapping ur hands and
turning in circles at the
thought of your cake...
lemme start the day off
by wishing u a very very
very happy birthday @
ajaydevgn.’

‘PS:- if anybody has a

video of him doing any
of this pls send it to me
immediately #Birthday-
Boy,’ she added.

Kajol and Ajay have
worked together in
several films such
as ‘Gundaraj’, ‘Raju
Chacha’, ‘Ishq’, ‘Pyaar
Toh Hona Hi Tha’, ‘U,
Me Aur Hum’ and ‘Tanh-
aji’, among many others.

In 1994, the two start-
ed dating while filming
‘Gundaraj’.

The two got married
in 1999 in a traditional
Maharashtrian ceremo-
ny. In 2003, Kajol gave
birth to their daughter
Nysa and seven years
later in 2010, she gave
birth to their son Yug.

cyclist Saiyami Kher has
voiced her concerns
regarding the safety of
cyclists in Mumbai amid
the city’s ongoing infra-
structure development.
The actress highlighted
the challenges posed by
the narrowing of roads
due to the construction
of metro tracks, flyovers,
and coastal roads,
leaving little space to
ride safely. Saiyami
said, “There’s been an
increasing number of
cyclists facing accidents
and unsafe environ-
ments. The entire city
is dug up, every major
and smaller connecting
road, making it difficult
for cyclists to navigate.”

“This has not only

been an inconve-
nience and should be
addressed, but the fact
that it has also led to
people’s death is really
shocking,” she said.

The actress said that
every “city should have
infrastructure for open
air fitness options of
which cycling is a major
option for many, and to
know that this can be
hazardous is really sad.”

“The authorities need
to do better, the current
conditions aren’t condu-
cive for anyone to take
health and fitness in
open spaces in Mumbai
given the current sce-
nario,” she added.
Saiyami emphasises on
the importance of wear-
ing safety gear.
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Lok Sabha elections: ‘Wipe out Congress from
everywhere’, says PM Modi in Uttarakhand poll rally

Asking people to further strengthen him, Modi said he has guaranteed to make India the

third-biggest economy in the world in his third term.

RUDRAPUR, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday launched
a blistering attack on Rahul

Gandhi for his remark suggest-

ing there would be a “conflagra-
tion” in the country if the BJP

gets a third term.

Kick-starting his Lok Sabha
campaign in Uttarakhand from
Rudrapur in Udham Singh

Nagar district, he said stay- ‘ A
ing out of power has made the | ) ‘ /
Congress desperate and asked R

the people to wipe out the party

from everywhere.

“Congress’ shehzada has
threatened, there will be fire if
Modi gets another term in office.
Staying out of power has made
them so desperate that they are
now talking about setting things
on fire. Would you let them do

anarchy.

it? Wouldn’t you punish them?”
Modi said this while accusing
the party of trying to push the
country towards instability and

At a rally in Delhi's Ram-
lila Maidan on Sunday, Rahul
Gandhi had said that if the
BJP wins the election through

0l

“match-fixing” and changes the
Constitution, then the country
would be “set ablaze” and it
would not survive.

The prime minister also
asserted that action against the
corrupt will go on. “Don’t you
think the corrupt should go to
jail? The corrupt are threatening

and abusing me. But they can’t
deter me. Action against each
one of the corrupt will continue,”
Modi said.

The prime minister’s remarks
come amid an opposition
onslaught on the ruling party in
the wake of the arrest of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and

JMM leader Hemant Soren in
connection with separate cor-
ruption cases.

Asking people to further
strengthen him, Modi said he
has guaranteed to make India
the third-biggest economy in
the world in his third term.

Modi’s guarantee means fulfil-
ment of the guarantee, he said.

“Development happens when
the intentions are right. Right
intentions lead to good results,”
the prime minister added.

‘BJP approached me to join party or face jail’:

AAP leader Atishi

NEW DELHI, Apr
2 (Agencies): Delhi
Minister Atishi said on
Tuesday that the BJP
approached her to join
the party to “save my
political career”. The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader also claimed that
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) would arrest
her in a month if she
refused to join.

While addressing a
press conference in
Delhi, Atishi said she
was approached to join
the party via her close
aides.

“The Prime Minister
and BJP have made up
their mind that they want
to crush the Aam Aadmi
Party and all its leaders
and want to eliminate
them,” she said.

“The BJP intends to
arrest four more AAP
leaders before the Lok
Sabha elections: me,
Saurabh Bharadwaj,
Raghav Chadha and
Durgesh Pathak.”

The AAP leader’s rev-
elation came a day after
the Enforcement Direc-
torate claimed that Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal named Atishi

and Saurabh Bharadwaj
while being questioned
in connection with the
excise policy case.

According to the probe
agency, the AAP supre-
mo told them that “Vijay
Nair didn’t report to him
but to Atishi Marlena and
Saurabh Bharadwaj and
his interaction with Vijay
Nair was limited [sic].”

Nair, the former com-
munication-in-charge of
the party, is one of the
accused in the case. He
is currently in jail.

On the probe agency’s
claim, Atishi said at the
press conference that
“yesterday the ED took
Saurabh Bharadwaj and
my name in court, on
the basis of a statement
which has been with the
ED and CBI for one and
a half years”.

“This statement is there
in the ED chargesheet
as well as in the CBI’s.
So what was the reason
for raising this state-
ment? The reason is that
now the BJP feels that
despite Arvind Kejriwal,
Manish Sisodia, Sanjay
Singh, and Satyendra
Jain being in jail, the
AAP remains united

and strong. Now they
are planning to put the
next line of leadership of
the Aam Aadmi Party in
jail,” the Delhi Minister
added.

When asked if Arvind
Kejriwal would resign
from his posts as Chief
Minister and AAP
national convenor as
he is currently in Tihar
Jail in connection to the
Delhi liquor policy case,
Atishi said, “There are
two constitutional and
legal provisions related
to this in our country.
Representation of the
People Act says that if
you have a conviction
for more than two years,
then you cannot remain
a public representative”.

“Arvind Kejriwal has not
been convicted. Arvind
Kejriwal enjoys the over-
whelming majority of the
Delhi Assembly, so there
is no reason for him to
resign. If Arvind Kejriwal
resigns today then it will
be a very simple and
straightforward solution
for the BJP to topple
the opposition govern-
ments.”

Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested on March 21

by the Enforcement
Directorate, and was
sent to the custody of
the federal agency till
March 28. His custody
was extended by four
days, which ended on
Monday, following which
the Rouse Avenue Court
sent him 14-day custody
until April 15.

The BJP, however, has
rejected Atishi’s claim,
with MP Manoj Tiwari
saying the party has
“zero tolerance against
corruption”, adding that
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s stand is to
remove corruption.

In a statement to ANI
news agency, Tiwari
said if the “kingpin of
the scam is saying
that other people are
involved, they should
be questioned”.

“The people of Delhi
understand it very well.
There is a saying in Eng-
lish that thieves have
been exposed.”

Meanwhile, BJP

spokesperson She-
hzad Poonawalla
told the news agency
that AAP has “a track
record of speaking the
most number of lies
and making the most
number of untruthful
statements”.

“They say it's vendetta
politics. Are they imply-
ing the courts are doing
a vendetta? Are they
implying that the courts
are hand in glove with
the BJP and are orches-
trating this? If they have
all the evidence in their
command, why don’t the
courts give them relief?”
he questioned.

—_ —_—

Congress with Rs 12 lakh crore
scams competing with Modi with
zero corruption charges: Amit Shah
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BENGALURU, Apr
2 (Agencies): Union
Home minister Amit
Shah questioned how
Congress after being
involved in scams worth
Rs 12 lakh crore during
the ten year period of
UPA government can
compete with PM Nar-
endra Modi who has
zero charges of corrup-
tion against him.

Addressing party
workers at Shakti
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Kendra Pramukh Sam-
melan organised on
Tuesday in Bengaluru,
Shah said that in the last
23 years as Chief Minis-
ter of Gujarat and Prime
Minister of India, there
have been no corruption
charges against Modi.
This is because he has
displayed a transparent
governance, he said.

Further, Shah said that
Modi worked for the last
10 years in the country

without taking a break,
while Congress leaders
have to search for their
leader Rahul Gandhi
who goes on interna-
tional trips every few
months.

Speaking about BJP
in Karnataka, Shah said
that in 2014, Karnataka
elected 17 seats with 43
per cent vote share, in
2019, it increased to 25
seats with 51 per cent
vote share.

“This time | want it
to be 28 seats with 60
per cent vote share “
he demanded. He also
mentioned that during
the UPA government,
they had given Rs 1.42
lakh crore grants to
Karnataka in ten years,
which was Rs 4.91 lakh
crore during NDA’s ten-
year tenure .

2 dead, several injured after bus
collides with lorry on Chennai highway

TRICHY, Apr 2 (Agencies): Two
people were killed, and 10 others suf-
fered injuries in a collision between an
Omni bus and a lorry near Paalpan-
nai on the Trichy-Chennai highway on
Monday night. The bus was travelling
from Chennai to Kambam in Theni dis-

trict.

The Omni bus, carrying 34 passen-
gers, collided with a truck loaded with
bricks from the rear, resulting in the

immediate deaths of the bus driver and
an elderly woman.

Passersby and rescue teams man-
aged to rescue 10 passengers, who
were then shifted to Trichy Government
Hospital for medical treatment.

Police have launched an investigation

and are searching for the lorry driver,

who fled the scene of the accident.
Further investigation into the incident
are ongoing.

“Senseless”: India Rejects
China’s “Invented Names” For
Arunachal Pradesh

NEW DELHI, Apr 2 (Agencies): The
Ministry of External Affairs today
firmly rejected attempts by China to
rename places in Arunachal Pradesh
and asserted that assigning “invented
names” will not alter the reality that
the state “is, has been, and will always
be” an integral and inalienable part

of India.

The statement was issued by the
MEA in response to media queries in
the wake of China releasing a fourth
list of 30 new names of various places
in Arunachal Pradesh amid Beijing’s
stepped-up assertions in recent weeks
to re-emphasise its claim over the

Indian state.

“China has persisted with its sense-
less attempts to rename places in the
Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh. We

ing invented names will not alter the
reality that Arunachal Pradesh is, has
been, and will always be an integral
and inalienable part of India,” MEA
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal was
quoted as saying in the statement.
On March 28, India said that Beijing
may “repeat its baseless claims” as

many times as it wants but that is not

going to change New Delhi’s position
that Arunachal Pradesh “was, is and will
always remain” an integral and inalien-
able part of the country.

Mr Jaiswal had said this during his
weekly press briefing, in response to
a query on China continuing to harp

on its claim over Arunachal Pradesh.

His comments at the briefing had come
days after Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lin Jian had reiterated

firmly reject such attempts. Assign-

China’s claim.

9 Naxalites killed in
encounter with security

BJP announces 112 candidates for Odisha

BHUBANESWAR, ister Surama Padhi has

personnel in Chhattisgarh’s
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RAIPUR, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): In a major anti-
insurgency operation,
nine Naxalites were
killed in an encounter
with security person-
nel in Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh on Tues-
day, police said.

Bijapur district comes
under the Bastar Lok
Sabha constituency,
which will go to polls in
the first phase of gener-
al elections on April 19.

The gunfight took
place at around 6 am
in a forest near Lendra
village under Ganga-
loor police station area,
when a joint team of
security personnel was
out on an anti-Naxal
operation, Inspec-
tor General of Police
(Bastar Range) Sundar-
raj P told agency.

After the exchange
of fire stopped, bodies
of four Naxalites were
recovered from the
spot along with a light
machine gun, barrel
grenade launchers and
other arms and ammu-

nitions, he said.

Later, five more
bodies were found at
the encounter site, the
IG said, adding that
search operation was
still underway in the
area.

Personnel belonging
to the District Reserve
Guard, Special Task
Force, Central Reserve
Police Force and its
elite unit Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action (CoBRA) were
involved in the opera-
tion, he said.

Notably, Naxalites
carry out the Tacti-
cal Counter Offensive
Campaign (TCOC) in
the summer season

arms seized

between March and
June every year and
step up their activities. A
large number of attacks
on security forces
have taken place in the
Bastar region during
this period.

On March 27, six Nax-
alites were killed in an
encounter with secu-
rity forces in Basaguda
area of Bijapur, police
earlier said.

With the latest inci-
dent, 42 Naxalites
have been killed so far
this year in separate
encounters with security
forces in Bastar region,
comprising seven dis-
tricts including Bijapur,
according to police.

Assembly elections, repeats most sitting MLAs

Apr 2 (Agencies):
The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Tues-
day renominated 21
of its 22 sitting MLAs,
except Bramhagiri leg-
islator Lalitendu Bidy-
adhar Mohapatra for
the upcoming Assembly
election commencing
on May 13.

Announcing candi-
dates for 112 out of
147 assembly con-
stituencies, the party
has named Upasana
Mohapatra, niece of
Lalitendu and daughter
of former Congress MLA
late Lalatendu Mohapa-
tra for the coastal seat
of Brahmagiri under Puri
parliamentary constitu-
ency.

After denying Lok
Sabha ticket to sitting
Bargarh MP Suresh
Pujari, the central elec-
tion committee of the
BJP has nominated him
for the Brajarajnagar
assembly seat he had
unsuccessfully contest-
ed three times.

Prominent faces on
the list of candidates
include state BJP presi-
dent Manmohan Samal,

).

who has been fielded
from the Chandbali seat
despite losing the last
three elections in a trot.

Of the nine elections
Samal has so far con-
tested, he was only
successful in 2004 by
winning the Damnagar
seat. He was the reve-
nue minister in the coali-
tion government led by
Naveen Patnaik.

The other notable
nominations are leader
of opposition Jayana-
rayan Misha and sitting
MLA from Bhawanipatna
Pradipta Kumar Nayak.
The party has reposed
faith in them despite
serious health issues.

J‘Srfﬁ y '

There were speculations
that Mishra’s daughter
Subhashree and Nay-
ak’s wife may get the
tickets for the respective
seats.

The party has not
named any candidate
for the Nilagiri seat after
the resignation of sitting
MLA Sukanta Nayak,
who switched camps to
BJD on Sunday.

With the nomination
of only eight women
candidates, the BJP
seems to be far away
from its commitment of
ensuring 33 per reser-
vation for the fairer sex
in the legislature. Senior
leader and former min-

been denied a ticket for
the Ranpur seat.

The major beneficia-
ries in getting tickets
are those BJD leaders
parachuted into the saf-
fron party just before the
election.

Arabinda Dhali, who
recently rejoined the
BJP after a stint with the
BJD, has been named
as the candidate for the
Jayadev seat, which he
currently represents in
the assembly

Similarly, popular actor
and former BJD MP from
Berhampur, Sidhanta
Mohapatra, has been
named for the Digapa-
handi seat, replacing
another cine artiste
Pinky Pradhan, who was
aspiring for the nomina-
tion.

Another Odia actor and
former BJD MLA from
Korei, Akash Das Nayak,
who joined the BJP two
days ago, is now the
saffron party candidate
for this assembly seat.
Priyadarshi Mishra is
the other ex-MLA of BJD
to get nomination from
Bhubaneswar North.

The party has named

Babu Singh for Bhu-
baneswar Ekamra and
Jagannath Pradhan for
Bhubaneswar Central
seats, respectively.

While the saffron
party’s youth leader,
Tankadhar Tripathy, will
fight the Assembly polls
from Jharsuguda, MLA
Kusum Tete will contest
from the Sundargarh
Assembly seat, and
Biswaranjan Badajena
from Jatni.

Jagannath Pradhan
has been fielded from
Bhubaneswar Central,
Babu Singh from Bhu-
baneswar Ekamra and
Prithiviraj Harichandan
from the Chilika Assem-
bly seat.

The party also selected
sitting MLA Suryabanshi
Suraj, son of BJP leader
late Bishnu Sethi, from
Dhamnagar Assembly
seat, Padmalochan
Panda from Simulia,
Rajendra Das from
Soro, Gobinda Chan-
dra Das from Remuna,
Manas Kumar Dutta
from Balasore, Braja
Pradhan from Jaleswar,
and Irasis Acharya from
Bhatli.
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North Korea has fired intermediate range missile
into its eastern waters, says South Korea

There are concerns that North Korea could further dial up pressure in an election

SEQOUL, Apr 2 (Agencies):
North Korea on Tuesday test-
fired a suspected intermediate-
range ballistic missile toward
waters off its eastern coast,
South Korea’s military said,
adding to a series of weap-
ons demonstrations that have
raised tensions in the region.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff said the missile was
launched from an area near the
North Korean capital, Pyong-
yang, but it did not immediately
confirm how far the weapon
flew. The North had said last
month that it tested a solid-
fuel engine for its new-type
intermediate-range hypersonic
missile as it tries to expand its
arsenal of weapons aimed at
remote US targets in the Pacif-
ic, including the military hub of

Guam.

It was the North'’s first known
launch event since March 18,
when North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un supervised a
live-fire drill of artillery sys-
tems designed to target South

Korea’s capital.

year in the United States and South Korea

Japan’s coast guard shared
an assessment of the country’s
Defense Ministry that the mis-
sile has already landed but still
urged caution for vessels pass-
ing the area. Japanese broad-
caster NHK said the missile
likely didn’t reach the country’s
exclusive economic zone.

Tensions on the Korean Pen-
insula have risen since 2022
as Kim used Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine as a distraction to
accelerate his testing of mis-
siles and other weapons. The
United States and South Korea

Korea.

have responded by expanding
their combined training and
trilateral drills involving Japan
and sharpening their deter-
rence strategies built around
strategic US assets.

There are concerns that
North Korea could further dial
up pressure in an election year
in the United States and South

The weapons North Korea
have tested this year include
an intercontinental ballistic
missile designed to target the
US mainland as well as cruise

missiles and “super-large” mul-
tiple rocket launchers aimed at
the Seoul capital area.

The latest launch came two
days after North Korea reaf-
firmed its plans to launch sev-
eral reconnaissance satellites
this year in violation of multiple
UN Security Council resolu-
tions. South Korea’s military
said Monday there were no
signs that a satellite launch is
impending at the North’s main
launch facility in the northwest.

Kim has described satellites
as crucial for monitoring U.S.
and South Korean military
movements and enhancing the
threat of his nuclear-capable
missiles. Last November, North
Korea put a military spy satel-
lite into orbit for the first time,
drawing condemnations from
the US, South Korea, Japan

and others, which view the

Protests erupt in Pakistan over abduction
of Hindu girl

DERA MURAD
JAMALLI, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): Amidst growing
outrage, members of
the Hindu community
and traders in Dera
Murad Jamali took to
the streets to condemn
the recent abduction
of a young girl, Priya
Kumari, and demanded
urgent action for her
recovery, Dawn report-
ed.

Criticising the Sindh
government’s perceived
incompetence, protest-
ers voiced their frus-
tration over the failure
to locate and rescue
Kumari, who was
abducted from Sukkur
just days ago.

Showing placards,
demonstrators vehe-
mently denounced
what they described as
the routine abduction
of innocent children in
Sindh and highlighted
the deteriorating secu-
rity conditions for reli-
gious minorities, as
reported by Dawn.

Led by senior Hindu
community figures
Mukhi Manak Lal and
Seth Tara Chand, the
rally drew participants
from various sectors of
society.

Notable attendees
included Taj Baloch,
representing traders,
Liagat Ali Chakar from
JI’s youth wing, Mir Jan
Mengal, president of
the wholesale market,
Molana Nawabuddin
Domki, Khan Jan Ban-
gulazi, and Harpal Das.

The leaders urged
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
to take immediate and
decisive action to ensure

the safe return of the girl
and to deliver justice to
the minority community.
They issued a stern
warning of nationwide
protests if their demands
go unheeded.

Human Rights Focus
Pakistan (HRFP) has
also strongly con-
demned the religious
persecutions of minori-
ties in Pakistan and
urged the next govern-
ment to bring legislation
of equal status for all
communities.

HRFP has highlighted
that many people from
Christians, Hindus,
Ahmdiyya’s, Sikhs and
other communities have
been victimised in differ-

ent attacks during the
last few months.

Human Right Focus
Pakistan (HRFP) is a
non-government organ-
isation (NGO) estab-
lished in 1994 to work for
the promotion and pro-
tection of human rights,
with special focus to reli-
gious minorities, women
and children “The newly
elected representatives
and the government
must make legislation
for equal status of all
citizens as per founder
of Pakistan, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah’s vision and
thoughts,” it stated.

“The recent cases are
addition to suffering, and
the growing numbers
has made minorities
more vulnerable,” HRFP
added.

Naveed Walter, the
President of Human
Rights Focus Pakistan
(HRFP) said that even
in the short duration of
the year so far, several
alarming incidents have
been reported.

Crew of cargo ship Dali that took down Baltimore
bridge to remain on board till probe is complete

NEW YORK, Apr 2 (Agencies):
The crew of 20 Indians and a Sri
Lankan of the crippled container
vessel that collided with a key Bal-
timore bridge last week is “busy
with their normal duties” and will
remain on board until the inves-
tigation into the accident is com-
pleted, the company that owns the
vessel has said.

The container vessel Dali col-
lided with the 2.6-km-long four-
lane Francis Scott Key Bridge over
the Patapsco River in Baltimore in
the early hours of March 26. The
984-foot cargo ship was bound for
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Just minutes before colliding
with the bridge, there was a total
blackout on the ship, indicating
that the vessel lost engine power
and electrical power, according to
US media reports.

“It is confirmed there are 21
crew members on board. The
crew members are busy with their
normal duties on the ship as well
as assisting the National Trans-
portation Safety Board and Coast
Guard investigators on board,” a
spokesperson of Grace Ocean Pte
and Synergy Marine told agency.

On how long the crew would
have to stay on board the ship,
the spokesperson said: “At this
time, we do not know how long the
investigation process will take and
until that process is complete, the

crew will remain on board.”

The Singapore-flagged Dali is
owned by Grace Ocean Pte Ltd
and managed by the Synergy
Marine Group. Earlier, the non-
profit organisation Baltimore Inter-
national Seafarers’ Centre had
said that the Indian crew on board
the container vessel was “healthy”.

The Ministry of External Affairs in
New Delhi earlier said that there
were 20 Indians on board Dali and
the Indian embassy in Washington
was in close touch with them and
local authorities.

Last week, US authorities began
interviewing personnel on board
Dali. The Synergy Group had
said in a statement that the NTSB
boarded the vessel on Wednesday
and collected documents, voyage
data recorder extracts, and other
evidence as part of their investi-
gation.

Grace Ocean and Synergy
confirmed the safety of all crew
members and two pilots aboard
the vessel. They, however, report-
ed one minor injury and said the
injured crew member had been
treated and discharged from a
hospital.

Six people, who were part of a
construction crew repairing pot-
holes on the bridge when the colli-
sion occurred, are presumed dead.
Divers recovered the bodies of two

of the construction workers from a
red pickup truck found submerged
in the river and a search was on for
the remaining four victims.

US President Joe Biden said
that the crew on board Dali had
alerted transportation personnel
about losing control of the vessel,
enabling authorities to close the
Baltimore bridge to traffic before
the devastating collision, “undoubt-
edly” saving lives.

Meanwhile, a temporary alterna-
tive route for ships is to be opened
in the US city of Baltimore following
the collapse, officials announced.

Efforts are underway to remove
debris from the water. A 200-tonne
piece of the bridge was removed.

Those involved in the clean-up
have been cutting debris from the
bridge into smaller pieces that can
be removed and taken to a dis-
posal site.

The collapse of the bridge has
effectively shut down operations
at Baltimore’s port, affecting about
8,000 jobs and about USD 2 mil-
lion in daily wages for those work-
ers, US Transportation Secretary
Pete Buttigieg said last week.

Between USD 100 million and
USD 200 million worth of trade
went through the port daily before
the bridge’s collapse, and the port
was America’s largest for handling
vehicle imports, Buttigieg said.

launch as a cover for testing
the North’s long-range missile
technology. North Korea has
argued it has the sovereign
right to launch spy satellites.

Aid group says Israeli strike
kills 7 of its workers
in Gaza, including foreigners

DEIR AL-BALAH (GAZA STRIP), Apr
2 (Agencies): An apparent Israeli air-
strike killed six international aid work-
ers with the World Central Kitchen
charity and their Palestinian driver, the
aid group said Tuesday, hours after it
brought a new shipload of food into
northern Gaza, which has been iso-
lated and pushed to the brink of famine

by Israel’s offensive.

Footage showed the bodies of the
dead at Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital in
the central Gaza town of Deir al-Balah.
Several of them wore protective gear

with the charity’s logo.

The food charity founded by celebrity
chef José Andrés said early Tuesday
that the seven killed include citizens of
Australia, Poland, the United Kingdom
and a US-Canada dual citizen.

“This is a tragedy. Humanitarian aid
workers and civilians should NEVER be
a target. EVER,” WCK spokeswoman
Linda Roth said in a statement.

The source of fire late Monday could
not be independently confirmed. The
Israeli military said it was conducting a
review “to understand the circumstanc-
es of this tragic incident.”

“Despite coordinating movements
with the (Israeli army), the convoy was
hit as it was leaving the Deir al-Balah
warehouse,” in central Gaza, the group
said in a statement. It said the team
had unloaded more than 100 tons of
humanitarian food aid brought to Gaza

on the maritime route.

Three aid ships from Cyprus arrived
earlier Monday carrying some 400 tons
of food and supplies organized by the
charity and the United Arab Emirates,
the group’s second shipment after a
pilot run last month. The Israeli mili-
tary was involved in coordinating both
deliveries.

The US has touted the sea route as a

new way to deliver desperately needed

aid to northern Gaza, where the UN has
said much of the population is on the
brink of starvation, largely cut off from
the rest of the territory by Israeli forces.

Israel has barred UNRWA, the main

UN agency in Gaza, from making deliv-
eries to the north, and other aid groups
say sending truck convoys north has
been too dangerous because of the mil-
itary’s failure to ensure safe passage.

The UNRWA said in its latest report
that 173 of its “colleagues” have been
killed in Gaza in the violence. The figure
does not include workers for other aid
organizations.

World Central Kitchen board member
Robert Egger and the media reported
that the Australian killed in Monday

night’s strike was 44-year-old Zomi

Frankcom from Melbourne.

Australia’s Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade said it was urgently
seeking to confirm reports of an Aus-
tralian death. The department said in a
statement: “We have been clear on the
need for civilian lives to be protected in
this conflict.”

Judge expands Donald Trump’s gag order
after ex-president’s social media posts

about judge’s daughter

NEW YORK, Apr 2
(Agencies): The judge
in Donald Trump’s
April 15 hush-money
criminal trial declared
his family off-limits to
the former president’s
rancor, expanding a gag
order days after Trump
assailed his daughter
and made false claims
about her on social
media.

Manhattan Judge Juan
M Merchan amended a
week-old ban on Trump
making public state-
ments about witnesses,
jurors and others con-
nected with the case
after the presumptive
Republican nominee
lashed out at Loren
Merchan, a Democratic
political consultant in
several posts on his
Truth Social platform.

Trump is still free to
criticize Merchan and
another key figure in the
case, Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg, an
elected Democrat who's
leading the hush-money
prosecution. But under
the revised gag order,
the D A's family is now
off-limits from his rheto-
ric, too.

“This pattern of attack-
ing family members of
presiding jurists and
attorneys assigned to
his cases serves no
legitimate purpose,”
Merchan wrote.

“It merely injects fear
in those assigned or
called to participate in
the proceedings that not
only they, but their family
members as well, are
fair game,’ for Defen-
dant’s vitriol.”

A violation could result
in Trump being held in
contempt of court, fined
or even jailed.

Trump’s lawyer, Susan
Necheles, declined
comment. A spokes-
person for the district
attorney’s office also
declined comment.

Trump’s hush-money
case, one of four crimi-
nal cases against him,
centers on allegations
that he falsely logged
payments to his former
lawyer Michael Cohen
as legal fees when they
were for Cohen’s work
covering up negative
stories about Trump

during the 2016 cam-
paign. That included
$130,000 Cohen paid
porn actor Stormy Dan-
iels on Trump’s behalf
so she wouldn’t pub-
licize her claim of a
sexual encounter with
him years earlier.

Trump pleaded not
guilty last April to 34
counts of falsifying busi-
ness records, a felony
punishable by up to four
years in prison, though
there is no guarantee
that a conviction would
result in jail time.

He denies having sex
with Daniels and his
lawyers have said that
the payments to Cohen
were legitimate legal
expenses, not part of
any coverup.

Trump touched off a
firestorm last Wednes-
day — the day after the
original gag order was
issued — when he sug-
gested on Truth Social,
without evidence, that
Merchan’s rulings were
swayed by his daugh-
ter’s political consulting
interests and wrongly
claimed that she had
posted a photo on social
media showing him
behind bars.

Trump complained that
the original gag order
was “illegal, un-Ameri-
can, unConstitutional”
and that the judge was
“wrongfully attempting
to deprive me of my
First Amendment Right
to speak out against the
Weaponization of Law
Enforcement” by Demo-
cratic rivals.

Trump’s posts put Mer-
chan in an extraordinary
position as a judge and
a father. Just two weeks
before jury selection in
the historic first-ever
criminal trial of a former
president, Trump’s law-
yers and prosecutors
wrangled in a series of

court filings over the
bounds of the original
gag order and whether
Trump had overstepped
them.

“It is no longer just a
mere possibility or a rea-
sonable likelihood that
there exists a threat
to the integrity of the
judicial proceedings,”
Merchan concluded
Monday. “The threat
is very real. Admoni-
tions are not enough,
nor is reliance on self-
restraint.”

Merchan responded
after prosecutors asked
him Friday to “clarify or
confirm” the scope of the
gag order and to direct
Trump to “immediately
desist from attacks on
family members.”

Assistant District Attor-
ney Joshua Steinglass
implored Merchan to
“make abundantly
clear” to Trump that the
gag order protects the
judge’s family, Bragg’s
family and the family
members of all other
individuals it covers.

He urged Merchan to
warn Trump “that his
recent conduct is contu-
macious and direct him
to immediately desist.”

Trump’s lawyers
fought the gag order
and its expansion,
citing constitutional con-
cerns about restricting
Trump’s speech further
while he’s campaigning
for president and fight-
ing criminal charges.

On Monday, they
said they would soon
ask again for Merchan
to step aside from the
case — promising a
court filing in the coming
days seeking his recusal
based on what they said
were “changed circum-
stances and newly dis-
covered evidence.”

Merchan refused the
defense’s demands to

exit the case last year
when they first made an
issue of his daughter’s
consulting work and
questioned $35 worth
of donations he’d made
to Democratic causes
during the 2020 cam-
paign, including $15 to
Biden.

Merchan said then that
a state court ethics panel
found Loren Merchan’s
work had no bearing on
his impartiality. He ruled
last September that he
was certain of his “ability
to be fair and impartial”
and that Trump’s law-
yers had “failed to dem-
onstrate that there exists
concrete, or even realis-
tic” reasons for recusal.

Trump’s original gag
order, issued last Tues-
day, had barred him
from either making or
directing other people
to make public state-
ments on his behalf
about jurors or potential
witnesses in the hush-
money trial, such as his
lawyer-turned-nemesis
Michael Cohen and porn
star Stormy Daniels.

The order, echoing one
in Trump’s Washington,
D.C., election interfer-
ence criminal case, also
prohibits any statements
meant to interfere with
or harass the court’s
staff, prosecution team
or their families. Those
prohibitions still apply,
along with the newly
minted ban on com-
ments about Merchan’s
and Bragg’s families.

Merchan, in expand-
ing the gag order, also
warned Trump he’ll for-
feit his right to see the
names of jurors — which
are otherwise being kept
from the public — if he
engages in conduct that
threatens their safety or
integrity.

“Again, all citizens
called upon to partici-
pate in these proceed-
ings, whether as a juror,
a witness or in some
other capacity, must
now concern them-
selves not only with their
own personal safety, but
with the safety and the
potential for personal
attacks upon their loved
ones,” Merchan wrote.
“That reality cannot be
overstated.”
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UDHAMPUR, Apr 2 : Union Minister and
BJP Candidate for Udhampur, Doda, Kathua
constituency Dr Jitendra Singh said here today
that Udhampur has emerged among India’s
top three districts in rural road construction
under Central PMGSY scheme and this has
been possible only because of the prioritisa-
tion given by the government headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the last 10 years.

Dr Jitendra accused the Congress led gov-
ernments in the past, including the UPA govern-
ment from 2004 to 2014, of following a policy of
regional discrimination as a result of which the
upper hilly remote areas and far flung periph-
eral panchayats of district Udhampur remained
unconnected by road because these did not
receive the kind of attention deserved. As a
result of this, he said, the people of this far flung
region had to suffer the agony and hardship of
carrying their patients and the elderly members
of the family physically for movement from one
place to the other or in a ‘palki. This, inturn, also

led to increase in morbidity as well as mortality
because of lack of healthcare facilities and lack
of accessibility to health centres, he added.
Addressing a series of massive public meet-
ings during his election tour of the upper reach-
es of district Udhampur including the areas
like Basantgarh, Lati, Gordy, Landar, etc., Dr
Jitendra said, Udhampur because of its typi-
cal topography with a large part of the district
located on difficult terrains this road construc-
tion work should have been undertaken several
decades ago but as a deliberate design it was
not done in spite of the fact that the PMGSY
scheme for the rural road construction was
also introduced by NDA-1 under PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee but not carried forward with the same
spirit by the successive governments till Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took over in 2014 and
Udhampur was given the top priority.
Thanking Prime Minister Modi for having given
due attention to this region Dr Jitendra said,
today the people in the far flung areas have
not only received the benefit of connectivity but
this has in turn also boosted their morale and

awakened their aspirations to engage in trade
and business. Dr Singh said, significantly the
lavender cultivation which for the first time in the
country began from the small town of Bhader-
wah in the same constituency has now been
undertaken also in these areas of Udhampur
district particularly Ladi and Basantgarh. This
is going to be an important source of lucrative
livelihood for the local youth, he said and added
that the earlier governments led by Congress
and its allies made false promises to the youth of
giving government jobs to each individual, which
he said could not have been possible. Though
lavender and other means of livelihood were
available in this region, but the Congress gov-
ernments did not bother to explore the national
resources available, he alleged.

Dr Jitendra said, with ‘Kaladhi’ being rec-
ognised under the category of ‘One District
One Product’ for Udhampur, this area in the
upper hills of the district is particularly known
for this recipe and will also in the years to come
provide an avenue of food industry and food
StartUps.

Kerala: High Court judge’s driver

beaten to death over pet dog's barking

KERALA, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): In a shocking inci-
dent in Kerala’s Kochi,
a 45-year-old man, who
was under treatment at
a city hospital after being
brutally beaten up by a
gang over the barking
of his pet dog, died on

Monday.
The victim, Thottun-
gal Parambil Vinod,

was the driver of Kerala
High Court judge Satish
Ninan.

Police had already
arrested four postal
department employees
for attempted murder
after Vinod was attacked
at his house on the Mul-
lasseri canal road on
March 25.

Those arrested were
identified as Ashwini

Golkar (27) from Uttar
Pradesh, Kushal Gupta
(27) from Ghaziabad,
Utkarsh (25) from Raj-
and Deepak
(26) from Haryana. The
accused were staying at
arented apartment close
to Vinod’s house.

According to
media reports, one of the
accused, who was pass-
ing by Vinod’s house,

asthan,

a3 -
threw a sandal at his
German Shepherd dog
when it barked at him
from inside the gate.

On questioning this,
Vinod was also brutally
roughed up by the gang,
the reports claimed.

Vinod was admitted to
the Intensive Care Unit
of a city hospital, but he
succumbed to his injuries
on Monday.

local
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AAP MLAs meet Kejriwal's
wife Sunita, assert CM should
notresign

(ED) in connection with a money-laundering
case linked to his government’s now-scrapped
excise policy.

During Tuesday’s meeting, the AAP MLAs
told Sunita Kejriwal that two crore people of
Delhi stand with the chief minister and he
should not resign at any cost, party leaders
said.

Of the AAP’s 62 MLAs in Delhi, 55 were
present during the meeting.

Four MLAs are out of station while three --
Kejriwal, Manish Sisodia and Satyendar Jain
-- are in jail, the AAP leaders said.

The BJP has demanded that Kejriwal should
resign as chief minister following his arrest
in connection with the alleged liquor policy
scam.

Senior leader Saurabh Bharadwaj said the
MLAs wanted to meet Sunita Kejriwal after
Kejriwal’s arrest. However, the meeting was
delayed due to the party’s protests against the
arrest and the opposition INDIA bloc’s rally at
Ramlila Maidan.

The AAP MLAs met Sunita Kejriwal and
nearly two dozen of them expressed their
views, the Delhi Minister said.

Since Kejriwal can interact with her through
videoconferencing from Tihar jail, the MLAs
urged Sunita Kejriwal to communicate to him
their message that he should keep running
the government from behind bars without
tendering his resignation, Bharadwaj added.

Mian Altaf Ahmad is not an
outsider: Omar Ahdullah

seats, you have no issues with that. Mian
Sahib contests from within Kashmir valley
and you start raising questions. Does he not
have the right to contest from the Rajouri-
Poonch Anantnag seat?” he asked.

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah
defends son’s controversial
statement against Amit Shah

Speaking to reporters here, Siddaramaiah
said: “Yathindra has given a statement based
on the CBI report in the court. Is the CBI
report to the court right or wrong? Based on
the CBI’s submission to the court he has said
it. He has no intention to insult Amit Shah.”
The BJP also alleged Yathindra’s statement
reflected his upbringing. Responding to this,
Siddaramaiah said it is the BJP which does
not know “Samskara” (culture).

On BJP’s claim of winning 400 seats across
the country in the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the Chief Minister said: “You know
why (BJP is saying this), because they will
get less than 200 seats. They have done a
survey. Their tally is less than 200, so they
are strategically saying 400’ (seats).” Asked
how many seats that the Congress will win
nationally, Siddaramaiah said he has no
information about his party’s target, but he
is confident that the outfit would bag up to 20
seats out of the total 28 in the State.

Mortar Shell Destroyed in
controlled Blast in J&K's
Samha

at Rajpura village in Ghagwal, a police official
said. He said a police party along with a BDS
team was rushed to the scene and the mortar
shell was later destroyed at the scene without
causing any damage.

SC grants hail to AAP’s Sanjay
Singh in Delhi liguor policy
case

The top court told Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral S.V. Raju, who appeared for the ED, that
no money was recovered from Singh’s pos-
session and the allegation of him receiving a
Rs 2 crore bribe could be tested in the trial.

In a post-lunch session, Raju said that
the central probe agency does not require
Singh’s custody further.

The AAP leader was arrested in the case by
the ED on October 4 last year. The ED case
is based on an FIR registered by the CBI.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, former
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia and Health Min-

ister Satyendar Jain are under judicial cus-
tody in the money laundering case.

IMD warns of heatwave
spells lasting 10-20 days in
April-June

western regions of Madhya Pradesh this
month. This month, performance of the pre-
monsoon rainfall shall be below average,
mainly over coastal India, eastern and south
peninsular India, thereby continuing the dry
trend since February over these regions.

“Most regions in the country will experi-
ence above normal maximum temperatures
during the summer season this year. Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, northern
Odisha, adjoining Gangetic West Bengal
and eastern India regions could experience
normal or below normal temperatures,” said
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, director general,
IMD, during the release of the temperature
outlook for April-June season on Monday.

There is a high probability of heatwave
episodes lasting as long as 10 to 20 days
(against a normal of 4 to 8 days) during the
upcoming three months, the IMD said. Rain-
fall associated with pre-monsoon conditions
are expected to be below normal over most
regions; aridity and shortage of water will
add to the overall increased heating forecast
during the summer season this year.

Rajasthan, Gujarat, Saurashtra-Kutch,
Maharashtra, north Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha will experience extreme
high day temperatures and heatwaves this
summer. More importantly, there will be
higher than normal heatwave spells during
April to June, the Met department has
warned.

The El Nino conditions — the abnormal
warming of the sea surface recorded along
the equatorial Pacific Ocean — had com-
menced last June. After peaking in Decem-
ber last year, El Nino conditions had begun
to ease, but warm conditions continued to
prevail and significantly drove up the global
temperatures. El Nino conditions are known
to suppress rainfall over India and increase
temperatures, globally.

“We cannot attribute a single phenomenon
for the prolonged heatwave spells. But during
El Nino years, the number and intensity of
heatwaves remain higher than normal,”
Mohapatra explained.

Multiple global climate models have fore-
cast that the ongoing EI Nino conditions will
wane off completely and be replaced by El
Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) neutral
conditions by June, when India’s southwest
monsoon onset is realised.

During February and March, the southern
peninsular India had experienced hotter
than normal weather conditions. Heatwave
conditions were reported from Maharashtra,
northern Karnataka, Saurashtra-Kutch and
parts of Rajasthan during late March. The
maximum temperatures recorded during the
past week reached 42.6 degrees Celsius in
pockets of Akola in Maharashtra and Phalodi
in Rajasthan.

Rahul has no right to talk ahout
democracy, his grandmother
imposed Emergency: Shah

and the Constitution and alleged that the
opposition has been deprived of a level-play-
ing field in the Lok Sabha elections due to the
government’s “dictatorial” actions.

Rahul Gandhi had accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of trying to do “match-fixing”
in the Lok Sabha polls and warned that if the
BJP wins the election through this endeav-
our and “changes” the Constitution, then the
whole country would be “finished”.

The public meeting was aimed at highlight-
ing the issue of “attack on democracy” includ-
ing the alleged misuse of agencies against
opposition leaders in the aftermath of the
arrest of AAP chief Kejriwal and JMM leader
Hemant Soren and income tax notices to
parties.

India will get permanent
UNSC Seat, hut it will have to
work harder this time: Jais-
hankar

United Kingdom, and the United States
— decided among themselves to become
permanent members of its security council,

Jaishankar said.

At that time, there were a total of around
50 independent countries in the world, which
has over time increased to around 193, he
said.

“But these five nations have kept their con-
trol, and it is strange that you have to ask
them to give us their consent for a change.
A few agree, a few others put forward their
position with honesty, while others do some-
thing from behind,” he said.

This has been going on for several years,
the minister said.

“But now, there is a feeling across the world
that this should change, and India should get
a permanent seat. | see this feeling increas-
ing every year,” he said.

“We will definitely get it. But nothing big is
ever achieved without hard work,” Jaishan-
kar said.

“We will have to work hard, and this time
we will have to work even harder,” he added.

The Union minister said India, Japan, Ger-
many and Egypt have put forward a proposal
together before the UN and he believes this
will take the matter a bit forward.

“But we must build pressure, and when this
pressure increases...There is a feeling in the
world that the UN has weakened. There was
a deadlock in the UN on the Ukraine war and
no consensus was reached in the UN regard-
ing Gaza. | think as this feeling increases,
our chances of getting a permanent seat will
increase,” he said.

When asked about baby girl Ariha Shah,
who was taken away from her Indian parents
by authorities in Germany and sent to foster
care, Jaishankar said he was personally
aware of the matter and monitoring it.

“The girl has been given to the child ser-
vices. We are dissatisfied with this. We do
not want the child to be raised as per the
German culture. Her parents have moved
the court and the matter is being heard,” the
minister said.

“At my level | have raised the issue with my
counterpart. Our effort is to find some solu-
tions,” he added.

In his address at the event, Jaishankar said
India has proved in the last 10 years that
democracy can deliver.

The world is amazed at India moving
towards 7 per cent growth despite the
COVID-19 pandemic hampering growth, he
said.

“The world believes that India as the fast-
est growing large economy can become the
engine of global growth,” he said. The world
understands that India has technological
talent, he added.

World agencies such as the UN understand
India’s achievements in social sectors like
access to water, electricity, roads, health,
schooling, etc, the external affairs minister
further said.

“We should understand that being the fifth
largest economy, on the way to becoming the
third largest and with the biggest population,
the world believes us to be talented people
and expects us to contribute to resolve chal-
lenges,” he added.

SC refuses to accept apology
tendered hy Baha Ramdey,
Patanjali MD in misleading ads
case

A bench of Justices Hima Kohli and Ahsa-
nuddin Amanullah, which pulled them up in
the matter, finally agreed to give one more
chance following Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta’s intervention.

The bench, which perused an affidavit filed
by Balkrishna, took exception to it shifting
the blame to the company’s media depart-
ment. “We are not willing to accept such an
explanation... Your media department is not
a standalone island in your office is it...that
it wouldn’t know what is happening in the
court proceedings? And proceedings of such
a serious nature. So your apology is not per-
suading this court really to accept it. We think
it's more of a lip service,” said Justice Kohli.

Hearing a plea by the Indian Medical Asso-
ciation (IMA) accusing the company of alleg-
edly violating provisions of the Drugs and
Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertise-
ments) Act, 1954, and making statements
critical of allopathy, the bench had on March
19 sought the personal presence of Acha-
rya Balkrishna and Baba Ramdev before it.
The duo had appeared before the court on
Tuesday.

In the affidavit filed in response to the
notice, Acharya Balkrishna said he “regrets

that the advertisement in question which
was meant to contain only general state-
ments inadvertently included the offending
sentences... The same was bona-fide and
added in routine course by the media depart-
ment of the...Company,” he said, adding “the
personnel of the media department of the...
Company were not cognizant of the order
dated 21.11.2023.”

Appearing for Balkrishna and the company,
Senior Advocate Vipin Sanghi accepted that
there was a mistake, but it did not convince
the court. “But what did you do in November?
What engages us is what you did and how
you conducted yourself after you give an
undertaking to this court in November. The
whole thing follows from then — lapse by
you, lapse by your company, and lapse by the
third proposed contemnor (Baba Ramdev)
who is the co-founder and promoter of the
same brand. Conducting press conference
the next day. You were all cognizant of the
court proceedings. You can’t feign igno-
rance. That’s the point,” the court said.

Balkrishna’s affidavit had also said that
the Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objection-
able Advertisements) Act was passed when
scientific evidence was lacking in Ayurveda
research.

Justice Kohli also took exception to this
and said, “Even today, one of the statements
made by you in your so-called unqualified
apology is that the Act itself is archaic. So
shall we assume that every Act which is
archaic shall not be implemented or enforced
in law? An Act remains an enactment, which
has to be enforced as a law of the land till it
remains on the statute book”.

As Sanghi agreed, Justice Kohli added,
“For you to then say that there is scientific
research and and therefore... When there
is an Act that governs the field, how can you
violate it with such impunity? That all your
advertisements are in the teeth of that Act.
And to top it all and that’s adding insult to
injury, that you had given an undertaking to
this court, a solemn undertaking, and you
violate it with impunity!”

Sanghi replied, “There has been a lapse.”

“Therefore, be ready for the follow-up con-
sequences is all we are saying. We are not
willing to look at this apology which is per-
functory in every respect,” said Justice Kohli.
Sanghi said the company’s motive was not
commercial benefit, but Justice Kohli remind-
ed that “you are a commercial organisation”.

Justice Amanullah added that such com-
ments are for public consumption. “You are
here for contemnor. Restrict yourself to that.
You can't take this grandstanding. We will not
give you this platform...that you are serving
the nation. Please do not”.

Appearing for Ramdev, Senior Advocate
Balbir Singh also expressed his uncondi-
tional apology and said the response affidavit
was ready but was not filed as it was felt that
he should personally apologise to the court
first before filing any reply.

Justice Amanullah, however, said the apol-
ogy “is not coming from the heart”.

“You are representing somebody who is in
the teeth of an order of the court. And being
a co-founder of the same organisation, we
refuse to believe that he wasn’'t well aware of
the consequences that will flow in the teeth
of an undertaking given to this court by the
managing director of the company,” said Jus-
tice Kohli.

The judge added, “For you to...hold a press
conference in 24 hours shows that you were
cognisant (of the court order)... And despite
that you floated it... And after two months,
you come out with the advertisements...
which also portray you as a promoter... How
do you explain this?”

Balbir Singh said, “I'm not trying to defend
any position. There is a wrong and we are
not defending it.”

About the press conference, he said,
“That’s not the way the court order should
have been taken. | completely apologise. We
have realised that there’s a mistake which
should not have been committed.”

“Not just the Supreme Court, every courtin
this country, when an order is passed, has to
be obeyed in letter and spirit...,” responded
Justice Kohli.

Haryana IRS officer vacates 20-year-old
stay on land deal, later hushand and son
‘uy'it

According to officials, the market value
of the land was much higher than the cur-
rent deal.

On March 29, the state government
stopped registering a piece of land after

Panchkula Deputy Commissioner Sushil
Sarwan requested guidance from Additional
Chief Secretary (Revenue) TV S N Prasad,
who immediately instructed the revenue
officials to stop registering any transfer
deeds. According to officials, the Panchkula
revenue officials are yet to determine the
surplus area of the 1,396-acre land previ-
ously owned by the king Sardar Bhagwant
Singh.

According to official records, Shashi Gulati
and her family purchased 14 acres of land
from the late king’s legal heirs in the village
of Beed Firozadi in Panchkula district. The
late king owned approximately 1,396 acres
of land in seven villages of Panchkula: Beed
Babupur, Beed Firozadi, Bhareli, Sangrana,
Barwala, Jaloli, and Fatehpur Viran.

Official sources say that there has been a
stay on the land of some villages in Panch-
kula for the past 20 years as the officials
wanted to know which parts of the land
from the king’s land fall under the category
of surplus under the Haryana ceiling on
land holdings Act, 1972, or which areas fall
under the ‘permissible area’. The surplus
area goes to the state government while
the permissible area can be sold and pur-
chased by individuals.

On February 24, 2023, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court directed Panchkula’s
SDM to redetermine the surplus area
according to law. In compliance, the offi-
cials started the proceedings.

Meanwhile, in their petition to the Ambala
Commissioner, Shashi Gulati’'s family
sought to revoke the stay order claiming
the land concerned did not fall under the
surplus category. They also pointed out
that the stay on the sale and purchase was
vacated twice earlier: once by the then-
Ambala Commissioner Alok Nigam in 2004
and again by the then-Panchkula deputy
commissioner in January 2017.

Renu Phulia overturned the stay order,
which was issued by the SDM in 2003 with
a quasi-judicial order in September 2023.

When contacted by The Indian Express,
Renu Phulia claimed that her family’s talks
to buy the land took place a considerable
time after her order.

She said: “When they (Shashi Gulati
family) filed a petition before her court, we
had no talks regarding purchase of the land
concerned. They filed the case in routine, |
decided it in routine. They were given per-
mission to sell the land concerned as itis a
permissible area.”

“Later, our talks took place in October-
November 2023 when they said they wanted
to sell the land. We decided to buy the land
as it belonged to the permissible area. My
husband made a deal to buy five acres of
land for Rs 42.5 lakh. My husband informed
the Chief Information Commissioner about
it. | also took permission from the govern-
ment to purchase land in the name of my
husband and son. My husband gave an
advance installment in December 2023.
As per the collector rates, we have paid the
stamp duty for a value of Rs 2.25 crore for
five acres of land.”

Nearly 19 lakh Pilgrims visit
Shri Mata Vaishno Deviin 3
months

A Shrine Board official said that this year
from January to March, over 19 lakh dev-
otees visited the cave shrine, adding, “In
2023, 18,33,266 devotees paid obeisance
at Bhawan, which means around 77,838
more pilgrims visited the Bhawan in the said
period.”

He stated thatin January this year, 6,16,609,
in February 4,32,925 and in March 8,61,570
pilgrims visited the Bhawan as compared to
last year, in January 5,24,184, in February
414,432 and in March 8,94,650 devotees.

“At present, 25,000 to 35,000 pilgrims are
daily reaching Katra to trek a 13-kilome-
ter track to reach Bhawan, and the rush is
expected to swell during Navratras starting
from April 9 and ending on April 17 thereafter,
from May mid onwards in view of the summer
vacations.”

The official added that on the weekends,
the figure is between 40,000 to 45,000,
adding, “Expecting a huge rush in the coming
days, the Shrine Board is making various
arrangements to facilitate a smooth journey
for the pilgrims.”
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NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): Vistara is
likely to cancel up to 70
flights on Tuesday a day
after the airlines can-
celled 50 flights, accord-
ing to a PTl report.

These include 15 flights
from Mumbai, 12 from
Delhi and 11 from Ben-
galuru, according to TV
reports.

The civil aviation minis-
try has sought a detailed
report from Vistara
regarding flight cancel-
lations as well as mea-
sures being taken to deal
with the inconvenience
caused to passengers.

DGCA has asked
also asked the airline
to submit a daily report
on cancellations and

India’s manufacturing sector growth
hits 16—year-h1gh in March

MUMBAI, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): India’s manufac-
turing sector growth
climbed to a 16-year high
in March on the back of
the strongest increase in
output and new orders
since October 2020,
amid reports of buoyant
demand conditions, a
monthly survey said on
Tuesday.

The seasonally adjust-
ed HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)
surged to a 16-year high
of 59.1 in March, from
56.9 in February, reflect-
ing stronger growth of
new orders, output and
input stocks as well as
renewed job creation.

In Purchasing Manag-

delays of flight services.
The aviation regulator
added that its officials
are monitoring the situ-
ation in order to ensure
that Vistara is providing

ers’ Index (PMI) parlance,
a print above 50 means
expansion while a score
below 50 denotes con-
traction.

“India’s March manu-
facturing PMI rose to its
highest level since 2008.
Manufacturing compa-
nies expanded hiring in
response to strong pro-
duction and new orders.
On the back of strong
demand and a slight tight-
ening in capacity, input
cost inflation picked up in
March,” Ines Lam, Econ-
omist at HSBC, said.

Manufacturing output
rose for the 33rd month
running in March, and to
the greatest extent since
October 2020. Growth
quickened across the
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required facilities to pas-
sengers in case of flight
cancellations and delays
in order to minimise the
inconvenience to fliers.
This comes amid lack

consumer, intermediate
and investment goods
sectors.

Inflows of new work
strengthened from both
domestic and export mar-
kets. New export orders
increased at the fastest
pace since May 2022, the
survey said.

Quantities of purchase
increased at the quick-
est rate since mid-2023,
and one that was among
the strongest in nearly
13 years, as companies
sought to build up stocks
in advance of expected
improvements in sales.

On the job front, after
leaving payroll numbers
broadly unchanged in
the previous two months,
manufacturers in India

of pilots as many of
them have reported sick
to protest againt salary
reduction. The airlines
has warned that the
pilots who fail to agree

took on additional work-
ers in March. The pace of
job creation was mild, but
the best since September
2023, the survey said.

On the price front,
despite remaining
modest by historical stan-
dards, cost pressures
were at their highest in
five months. Companies
reported having paid
more for cotton, iron,
machinery tools, plastics
and steel.

However, customer
retention remained a pri-
ority for goods producers
who raised their charges
to the least extent in over
a year.

On the outlook for
the Indian manufactur-
ing sector, companies
remained confident on
an average, with 28 per
cent forecasting output
growth in the year ahead
and 1 per cent expecting
a contraction.

The overall level of
sentiment remained
elevated, but slipped to
a four-month low as infla-
tion concerns weighed on
confidence.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing PMI is com-
piled by S&P Global from
responses to question-
naires sent to purchasing
managers in a panel of
around 400 manufactur-
ers.

to the revised pay struc-
ture will be left out when
Vistara merges with Air
India, said reports.

“We have decided
to temporarily reduce
the number of flights
we operate, to ensure
adequate connectivity
across our network,” a
Vistara spokesperson
stated.

Vistara has apologised
for the flight cancella-
tions and delays. The
airline promised that the
operations will resume
at regular capacity soon
but did not give further
details.

On Monday, besides
cancellation of 50 flights,
160 more services were
delayed.

ABFRL shares surge 17% as Louis
Philippe, Van Heusen brand
operator to be listed separately

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): Shares of
Aditya Birla Fashion
and Retail Ltd (ABFRL)
leaped 17 per cent on
Tuesday morning after
the company announced
demerger of its fast fash-
ion and retail business
into a separate listed
entity.

Aditya Birla Fashion’s
demerger of Madura
Fashion & Lifestyle
(MFL), which operates
fast fashion brands like
Louis Philippe, Van
Heusen, Allen Solly and
Peter England aims to
unlock opportunities for
value creation. Casual
wear brands like Ameri-
can Eagle and Forever
21 are also operated by
MFL.

The stock climbed
16.86 per cent to Rs

ADITYA BIRLA ..

247.40 on the BSE while
on the NSE, it jumped
16.93 per cent to Rs
247.50.

This comes a day after
the ABFRL board autho-
rised the company’s
management to evaluate
the vertical demerger of
Madura Fashion & Life-
style business.

“The proposed demerg-
er will enable the creation
of two separately listed
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companies as indepen-
dent growth engines with
distinct capital struc-
tures and parallel value
creation opportunities,”
ABFRL said.

Following the merger,
ABFRL aim to increase
growth capital “within 12
months” to strengthen
its balance sheet and
pursue the large growth
opportunity, the company
added.

Low-fat vegan diet found to lower
~insulin needs in Type 1 diabetics, lower

risk of heart disease

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): A low-fat
vegan diet rich in fruits,
vegetables, grains and
beans can help reduce
insulin needs in people
affected by Type 1 dia-
betes, a new research
has found.

It also found that
changes in body weight,
brought about by the
plant-based diet, helped
lower participants’
resistance to insulin
by improving sensitiv-
ity. Glycemic control,
or glucose levels in the
blood serum, was also
observed to get better.
The improvements
were, in turn, found to
correspond to lowering
the risk of heart disease
in these patients.

While Type 2 diabe-
tes is more common,
Type 1 diabetes is an
autoimmune disease
in which the body’s
immune system attacks
the healthy pancreas,
affecting its ability to
produce insulin and reg-
ulate blood sugar. The
patients, therefore, may
require regular insulin
injections.

“With the cost of insulin

remaining a concern for
many, our groundbreak-
ing research shows that
a low-fat vegan diet that
doesn’t restrict carbs
may be the prescrip-
tion for reducing insu-
lin needs, managing
blood sugar levels, and
improving heart health
in people with Type 1
diabetes,” said Hana
Kahleova, the study’s
lead author and direc-
tor of clinical research
at the Physicians Com-
mittee for Responsible
Medicine, US.

The study findings
have been published
in the Clinical Diabetes
journal.

For the study, the
researchers randomly
assigned 58 adults with
Type 1 diabetes to either
a low-fat vegan group
with no limits on calo-
ries or carbohydrates
or a portion-controlled
group reducing daily
calorie intake for over-
weight participants and
keeping carbohydrate
intake stable over time.

During the study period
of 12 weeks, the par-
ticipants on the low-fat
vegan diet were found

to require 28 per cent
lesser insulin, with their
body’s response or sen-
sitivity to insulin improv-
ing by 127 per cent.

The researchers
observed these effects
to be associated with
body weight, which
fell by about five kilo-
grammes on an aver-
age. The body weight
of individuals in the por-
tion-controlled group, on
the other hand, changed
non-significantly.

They also associ-
ated the improved
insulin sensitivity with
increased carbohydrate
and fibre intake.

The results support
previous research that
links a lower fat and pro-
tein intake with reduced
insulin requirements
and improved sensitiv-
ity in people with Type 1
diabetes, the research-
ers said.

The team further linked
these improvements to
lowering cardiovas-
cular risks of disease
and death, known to be
higher in Type 1 diabetic
patients.

They found the partici-
pants’ reduced reliance

on external insulin to
correspond to a nine per
cent lowered cardiovas-
cular risk.

The lowered glucose
levels in the blood
serum corresponded to
a 12 per cent and about
9-12 per cent reduced
risk of heart attack and
cardiovascular disease,
respectively, they said.

The team also found
that total cholesterol in
the low-fat vegan group
came down by 32.3 mil-
ligrams per decilitre (mg/
dL), compared to 10.9
mg/dL in the portion-
controlled group.

LDL cholesterol, or
“bad” cholesterol, fell by
18.6 mg/dL in the vegan
group, and corresponds
to an almost 20 per cent
reduced risk for a major
cardiac event, including
heart attack and stroke,
the team said.

The levels did not
change significantly in
the portion-controlled
group, they found.

The study authors,
however, acknowl-
edged that larger trials
are needed to confirm
these findings.

Researchers find how ketogenic diet improves severe mental illness

Main purpose of the small pilot trial is to help researchers detect signals that will guide the design of larger studies

STANFORD, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): The common anti-
psychotic medication used
for severe mental illnesses
such as schizophrenia and
bipolar disorder might have
unintended consequences.
Although these medications
aid in the regulation of brain
chemistry, they frequently
result in metabolic adverse
effects, such as obesity and
insulin resistance, which
are so upsetting that many
patients cease taking them.

According to a recent pilot
study conducted by doc-
tors at Stanford Medicine, a
ketogenic diet helps these
individuals’ mental health
in addition to restoring their
metabolic health while they
continue their drug regi-
men. The findings, which
were released in Psychiatry
Research, indicate that nutri-
tional interventions can be
quite effective in addressing
mental health conditions.

“It's very promising and
encouraging that you can
take back control of your
illness in some way, aside
from the usual standard of
care,” said Shebani Sethi,
MD, associate professor of
psychiatry and behavioural
sciences and the first author
of the new paper.

The senior author of the

paper is Laura Saslow, PhD,
associate professor of health
behaviour and biological sci-
ences at the University of
Michigan.

Sethi, who is board certified
in obesity and psychiatry,
remembers when she first
noticed the connection. As
a medical student working in
an obesity clinic, she saw a
patient with treatment-resis-
tant schizophrenia whose
auditory hallucinations qui-
eted on a ketogenic diet.

That prompted her to dig
into the medical literature.
There were only a few,
decades-old case reports
on using the ketogenic diet
to treat schizophrenia, but
there was a long track record
of success in using ketogenic
diets to treat epileptic sei-
zures.

“The ketogenic diet has
been proven to be effective
for treatment-resistant epi-
leptic seizures by reducing
the excitability of neurons in
the brain,” Sethi said. “We
thought it would be worth
exploring this treatment in
psychiatric conditions.” A few
years later, Sethi coined the
term metabolic psychiatry, a
new field that approaches
mental health from an energy
conversion perspective.

In the four-month pilot trial,

Sethi’'s team followed 21
adult participants who were
diagnosed with schizophre-
nia or bipolar disorder, taking
antipsychotic medications,
and had a metabolic abnor-
mality—such as weight gain,
insulin resistance, hypertri-
glyceridemia, dyslipidaemia
or impaired glucose toler-
ance. The participants were
instructed to follow a keto-
genic diet, with approximate-
ly 10 per cent of the calories
from carbohydrates, 30 per
cent from protein and 60 per
cent from fat. They were not

told to count calorles

“The focus of eating is on
whole non-processed foods
including protein and non-
starchy vegetables, and not
restricting fats,” said Sethi,
who shared keto-friendly
meal ideas with the partici-
pants. They were also given
keto cookbooks and access
to a health coach.

The research team tracked
how well the participants fol-
lowed the diet through weekly
measures of blood ketone
levels. (Ketones are acids
produced when the body

breaks down fat—instead of
glucose—for energy.) By the
end of the trial, 14 patients
had been fully adherent, six
were semi-adherent and only
one was non-adherent.

The participants under-
went a variety of psychiatric
and metabolic assessments
throughout the trial.

Before the trial, 29 per cent
of the participants met the
criteria for metabolic syn-
drome, defined as having at
least three of five conditions:
abdominal obesity, elevated
triglycerides, low HDL cho-

lesterol, elevated blood
pressure and elevated fast-
ing glucose levels. After four
months on a ketogenic diet,
none of the participants had
metabolic syndrome.

On average, the partici-
pants lost 10 per cent of their
body weight; reduced their
waist circumference by 11
percent; and had lower blood
pressure, body mass index,
triglycerides, blood sugar
levels and insulin resistance.

“We’'re seeing huge chang-
es,” Sethi said. “Evenif you're
on antipsychotic drugs, we
can still reverse the obesity,
the metabolic syndrome, the
insulin resistance. | think
that’s very encouraging for
patients.”

The psychiatric ben-
efits were also striking. On
average, the participants
improved 31 per cent on a
psychiatrist rating of mental
illness known as the clinical
global impressions scale,
with three-quarters of the
group showing clinically
meaningful improvement.
Overall, the participants also
reported better sleep and
greater life satisfaction.

“The participants reported
improvements in their energy,
sleep, mood and quality of
life,” Sethi said. “They feel
healthier and more hope-

ful.” The researchers were
impressed that most of the
participants stuck with the
diet. “We saw more benefit
with the adherent group com-
pared with the semi-adherent
group, indicating a potential
dose-response relationship,”
Sethi said.

There is increasing evi-
dence that psychiatric dis-
eases such as schizophre-
nia and bipolar disorder stem
from metabolic deficits in the
brain, which affect the excit-
ability of neurons, Sethi said.

The researchers hypothe-
size that just as a ketogenic
diet improves the rest of the
body’s metabolism, it also
improves the brain’s metab-
olism.

“Anything that improves
metabolic health in general
is probably going to improve
brain health anyway,” Sethi
said. “But the ketogenic diet
can provide ketones as an
alternative fuel to glucose for
a brain with energy dysfunc-
tion.”

Likely there are multiple
mechanisms at work, she
added, and the main pur-
pose of the small pilot trial
is to help researchers detect
signals that will guide the
design of larger, more robust
studies.
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Riyan Parag reminds me of young Suryakumar at
MI: Rajasthan Royals assistant coach Shane Bond

MUMBAI, Apr 2 (Agencies):
Rajasthan Royals assis-
tant coach Shane Bond has
described in-form Riyan Parag
as a player of “extreme talent”
and likened him to a young
Suryakumar Yadav who joined
Mumbai Indians several years
ago and went on to become one
of the most explosive T20 bat-
ters in the world.

The 22-year-old Parag has
brought his rich form from
domestic cricket into the IPL,
striking two high quality fifties to
help Rajasthan notch up wins in
all three games so far.

Parag’s latest effort came
against Mumbai Indians in his
side’s six-wicket win on Monday.
He dropped anchor to spear-
head Royals’ chase of 126,
scoring 54 not out off 39 balls
with the help of five fours and
three sixes.

“He (Parag) sort of reminds me
a little bit of Surya (Suryakumar
Yadav), who came to Mumbai
a few years ago. He looks like
that - he has got extreme talent.
He has just matured as a crick-
eter, even though he is only
22,” Bond, who is also the RR
bowling coach, said at the post-
match press conference.

Bond played a crucial role in
developing bowling talents at
Ml in his nine-year stint with the
Mumbai-based franchise from
2015 onwards, before shifting
base to Jaipur this year.

“He (Parag) has had an out-
standing domestic season, obvi-

Childhood dream turned into IPL 2024, RCB vs LSG: Fiery rivalry to be

ously, batting up the order. The
trade we made with Devdutt

(Padikkal), bringing Avesh
(Khan) in, that was to put Riyan
up into a position which was
probably better suited,” the
former New Zealand fast bowler
added.

Suryakumar, the world’s
number one T20 batter, joined
Ml in 2011 and spent four years
at Kolkata Knight Riders from
2014-17 before he was brought
back to the Mumbai side in
2018. He is recovering from a
recent surgery.

Bond said Parag has had to
play the role of a finisher in the
IPL at a young age whereas
other teams have experienced
international players in that role.

“Riyan started so young, you
forget that he was 17 or some-
thing, playing in one of the
toughest spots in a batting line-
up of No 6. You look at the char-
acters who finish games around
the IPL, they are generally pretty

experienced guys,” he said.

“(The) Tim Davids, (the) Dave
Millers... these are high quality
players who play international
cricket. Riyan has been tasked
with that for a number of years.
He is still a very young man, but
he has got this wealth of experi-
ence behind him now.

“We are getting the best of
him. The investment that RR
have made of him, it's starting
to reap the rewards. It is pretty
exciting what he could offer for
the rest of the season for us.”

Bond also felt “selfless” Yuz-
vendra Chahal, who produced
a measly spell of 4-0-11-3 to set
up Rajasthan’s win on Monday,
could be back in India reckoning
if he continues to deliver.

“The competition is pretty
tough, so one of the real chal-
lenges for any bowler coming
into this tournament is to forget
that there is a World Cup, and
you start bowling to get into a
World Cup team,” he said.

“If your team is successful, you
are in a winning team, selec-
tions and rewards come from
that. That has more of been our
focus, to forget about all that
other noise from the outside and
just work really hard for each
other.

“If we do that, | have got no
doubt people are going to start
talking like you are now about
Chahal and whether he will fea-
ture in a World Cup or not. He
is bowling beautifully, and if he
keeps doing that, then we have
got a massive chance in this
tournament,” he added.

Bond said having knowledge
about opposition players also
helps in making strategies for
his current team.

“When you have obviously
spent so much time with certain
players, watched them every
day and talked to them about
their game and the way that they
see the game, that definitely
helps,” he said.

“It was quite fun being on the
other side of the team. A couple
of dismissals, you get a lot of
satisfaction from that.”

MI pacer Akash Madhwal said
a fresh pitch at the Wankhede
Stadium assisted bowlers in the
first game but maintaining tight
lines was equally crucial.

“We had to get our basics right
and had to bowl in the line of
the stumps. The pitch had some
help for the fast bowlers,” said
Madhwal, who returned 3/20.

PHUKET, Apr 2 (Agen-
cies): Tokyo Olympics
silver medallist Mirabai
Chanu qualified for the
2024 Paris Games after
finishing third in the
women’s 49kg catego-
ry Group B event of the
IWF World Cup here.

Returning from a six-
month injury layoff,
Chanu lifted a total of
184kg (81kg+103kg) at
the tournament, which
is the final, and man-
datory, qualifier for the
Paris Olympics.

With the completion
of her event, Chanu
has fulfilled the criteria
for Paris, which is par-
ticipating in two compul-
sory events and three
other qualifiers.

“It feels incredible
to come back after an
injury. Almost every lift
| made today felt clean,

reality: Sachin Tendulkar
recalls World Cup 2011 win

NEW DELHI, Apr 2
(Agencies): Sachin
Tendulkar went down
the memory lane and
recalled India’s his-
toric win in the World
Cup 2011. In front of
a packed house at the
Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, MS Dhoni’s
men beat Sri Lanka by 6
wickets. Dhoni became
the Player of the Match
award after he scored
an unbeaten 91 off 79
balls with the help of 8
fours and 2 sixes.

Tendulkar did not have
the best of outings after
he scored only 18 runs
off 14 balls with 2 fours.
He looked settled early
in his knock before
Lasith Malinga account-
ed for his wicket. How-
ever, India recovered
from the early jolt and
went on to chase down
the target with 10 balls
left in their innings.

Tendulkar dropped a
post on his ‘X’ account,
recalling the day when
his ‘childhood dream
turned into reality’.

“Thirteen years ago,
my childhood dream
turned into reality. For-
ever grateful for the
memories, the team,

and the incredible sup-
port of over a billion
people,” Tendulkar
wrote.

India celebrates on
glorious night in Mumbai

More than 42,000
spectators witnessed
the match live at the
stadium, while millions
followed the action on
television across India
and beyond.

Sri Lanka, captained
by Kumar Sangak-
kara, opted to bat first
upon winning the toss.
Despite losing both
openers relatively early,
they managed to post
a competitive score of
274 runs for 6 wickets
thanks largely to Mahela
Jayawardene’s century
(103 runs off 88 balls).

After India’s top-order
batters faltered early
on, Gautam Gambhir

and Virat Kohli steadied
the ship with a crucial
partnership of 83 runs.
When Kohli departed,
Dhoni promoted himself
up the order and formed
another significant stand
with Gambhir.

Gambhir fell agonis-
ingly short of a well-
deserved century, get-
ting out for 97 runs in
the 42nd over. Never-
theless, Dhoni remained
unbeaten till the end,
hitting the winning runs
with a signature six
over long-on off Nuwan
Kulasekara.

The heroic perfor-
mance cemented
Dhoni’s reputation as
a cool-headed finisher
and etched his name
alongside Kapil Dev as
one of India’s greatest
World Cup captains.

clear, and powerful, and
I’'m leaving this competi-
tion feeling strong and
confident,” Chanu said.
“The rehabilitation was
tough and demanding,
but with the support of
everyone involved in
my rehab and recovery,
| pushed through all the
complications.”

The 2017 world cham-
pion is currently ranked
second in the women’s
49kg Olympics qualifi-
cation ranking (OQR)
behind China’s Jian
HuiHua.

The official announce-
ment for the qualifica-
tion will come after the
conclusion of the World
Cup when the OQR will
be updated. The top 10
lifters from each weight
class will qualify for the
Paris Olympics.

Chanu, who Ilast

Mirabai Chanu ends third in
World Cup, books Parls berth

competed at the Asian
Games in September
and suffered a hip ten-
donitis injury, was not at
her best but was able to
make five clean lifts.
Her final clean and
jerk attempt of 106kg
was deemed a no-lift
on technicality. Her lifts
in the snatch, and clean
and jerk sections were
nowhere close to her
personal best efforts.
Given that she is
coming off an injury
and rehab, Chanu still
has time to peak in July
and her progress looks
good. She will have a
lot of ground to cover as
her opponents had total
efforts of up to 221kg in
the A category today.
“Today’s event was
to assess how Mira’s
body is progressing
given she is return-
ing after six months of
injury and rehabilitation.
And more importantly
to get her confidence
back,” chief coach Vijay
Sharma said. “We were
not bothered about the
qualification, she has
already qualified. Now
we will focus on peak-
ing at the right time in
Paris,” he added.

reignited as KL Rahul returns to Bengaluru

BENGALURU, Apr
2 (Agencies): In what
promises to be yet
another fiery clash in the
Indian Premier League,
Bengaluru are all set to
lock horns with Lucknow
at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium. The two sides
will reignite their rivalry
following hotly-con-
tested encounters last
season. The home side
will be looking to bounce
back to winning ways
having succumbed to
a humbling 7-wicket
loss against Kolkata,
while Lucknow will aim
to keep their winning
run going after beating
Punjab by 21 runs.

The match will also
see Lucknow captain
return to his home town
and his former team.
Rahul played for Ben-
galuru for two years.
He scored just 20 runs
in five matches in his
maiden IPL season in
2013 before returning
to the Bengaluru-based
franchise in 2016, when
he scored 397 runs in
14 matches at an aver-
age of 44.11. The wick-
et-keeping batter has
been the skipper of Luc-
know since the team’s

formation in 2022 and
will be looking to make
an impact against his
former side on Tuesday.
In fact, Rahul has a
phenomenal record
against RCB, having
scored 628 runs from
15 matches at a strike
rate of 144.03. He aver-
ages 69.77 against
RCB, which is the best
amongst batters with
over 400 runs, while hit-
ting a century and four
fifties against them. His
record at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium is also
good, having scored 362
runs in these games at
an average of 36.20.
Facing Rahul will be
superstar batter Virat
Kohli, who has made an
impressive start in IPL
2024. The former RCB

RuPa

captain is the joint-high-
est scorer in the compe-
tition, having smashed
181 runs at ana verage
of 90.50 in IPL 2024,
and is level with Rajas-
than’s Riyan Parag in
run-getters list.

Meanwhile, Mayank
Yadav, a young pacer
from Delhi, has taken
over the spotlight by
becoming the fastest
bowler in IPL 2024. The
21-year-old clocked at
155.80 kmph against
Punjab Kings to regis-
ter the fastest delivery
of this season. All eyes
will be on the young
speedster as he looks
to impress following a
three-wicket haul on his
debut against Punjab.

HEAD-TO-HEAD

The two teams have

faced each other just
four times in the IPL,
with RCB coming out on
top on three occasions
and LSG winning once.

With RCB winning their
first three encounters
between the two sides,
LSG registered their first
win over the Bengaluru-
based franchise with a
nail-biting 1-wicket win
last season, which also
became a back-drop for
a heated clash between
Kohli and then LSG
team mentor Gautam
Gambhir.

TEAM NEWS

The biggest worry
for LSG going into this
game will be the fitness
of Rahul, who played
as an Impact Substi-
tute in their recent win
over Punjab Kings. The
31-year-old scored 15
runs off 9 deliveries
against PBKS as LSG
registered a comfortable
21-run win at the Ekana
Stadium in Lucknow.

LSG were led by West
Indies batter Nicho-
las Pooran in Rahul’s
absence, and he con-
firmed that the team
management would
be taking the call on

Rahul’s fitness on the
day of the match.

“We will see how he is
pulling up at nets, and
will make a decision
based on that,” Pooran
said on Rahul’s fitness.

PITCH CONDITIONS

The Bengaluru pitch
is once again expect-
ed to produce a high-
scoring encounter with
RCB head coach Andy
Flower predicting 200-
plus scores in their clash
against LSG. The tem-
perature is expected to
fluctuate between 29
and 35 degrees Celsius
over the course of the
game.

PREDICTED Xls

RCB: Virat Kohli, Faf
du Plessis (C), Camer-
on Green, Glenn Max-
well, Rajat Patidar, Anuj
Rawat (WK), Dinesh
Karthik, Mayank Dagar,
Alzarri Joseph, Moham-
med Siraj, Yash Dayal.

LSG: KL Rahul (C),
Quinton de Kock (WK),
Devdutt Padikkal, Nich-
olas Pooran, Marcus
Stoinis, Krunal Pandya,
Ayush Badoni, Ravi
Bishnoi, Mohsin Khan,
Mayank Yadav, Naveen-
ul-Hag.

Tamil Nadu Tennis Association’s efforts in age-group tournaments yield success as Maaya Rajeshwaran achieves No. 1 ranking in

Junior Under-18 category, fueled by ITF wins and rigorous training. Supported by family and coach Manoj Kumar, she aims for top-class status.

CHENNAI, Apr 2 (Agencies): The Tamil
Nadu Tennis Association’s initiative to
have age-group tournaments on a regu-
lar basis and help its wards take part in
ITF tournaments has paid rich dividends.
Fifteen-year-old Maaya Rajeshwaran is
the player to beat and scucceed in the
girls Under-18 category in the country. She
has now achieved the No 1 ranking in the
Junior Under-18 category. “| am happy
and thrilled on becoming the No 1 Junior
Under-18 ranked player. A lot of hard work
has gone in acheiving it. My recent wins in
the ITF Juniors have helped me become
the top-ranked player. Reaching the No 1
in Under-18 is a huge motivation and an
accomplishment which I’'ve always wanted
to do,” said the shy, yet confident, young-
ster.

Playing in ITF tournaments involves a
lot of hard work, preparation, and travel.

Sometimes you have to be on your own
without a travelling coach. In the ITF
Juniors 2023 and 2024, Maaya won five
ITF Juniors singles titles, three ITF Juniors
doubles titles. She holds the record for the
longest ITF Juniors winning streak and
was second highest-ranked Indian in the
ITF Juniors circuit. “A lot of hard work went
behind it (to get the ranking). Me and my
family put a lot of effort consistently and
the results followed. Mainly, leaving the
family behind for weeks while travelling for
tournaments was really tough, but it was
definitely worth it,” insisted Maaya.

She is currently coached by Manoj
Kumar. She practises at Proserve Tennis
Academy, Coimbatore, for four hours every
day. “Maaya is definitely an outstanding
talent and has achieved a lot at a very
young age. The fact that she played the
qualifying of a Junior Grand Slam at 14

years is definitely an indicator of how good
she is. | don’t think any Indian has done
this,” said Manoj. “She has been with me
for five years and has improved by leaps
and bounds. She is an extremely aggres-
sive player, likes to play early and is good
off both flanks, absolutely fearless. The
biggest strength is her belief in herself.
She needs to work on her second serve,
movement, and endurance,” added Mano;.

Maaya, in order to fulfill her goal of

becoming a top class player, has made
the right steps and is supported by her
parents. “Maaya is having open school
education. This allows her to travel and
play in events. She has been playing tennis
from the age of eight years. She started
playing first at KG Ramesh Tennis Acad-
emy, Coimbatore, and her first coach was
KG Ramesh. When she won the Under-12
Nationals singles and doubles in Mumbai
2021, we decided that she has a future in
tennis and we encouraged her to take the
game seriously,” said Revathi, Maaya’s
mother.

Maaya has been playing in tournaments
abroad regularly and even had a fifth place
at the U14 Australian Open, Melbourne.
“My experience in playing tournaments
abroad has helped me. Going outside and
playing matches with different players and
in different conditions taught me a lot and

also helped me realise areas that | need
to work upon my game and how to go
about it. The life of a tennis player without
sponsorship is a big difficulty for a player
from a modest family background. But |
am keen to continue my quest to be a top
ranked player in the world. | will be training
in Europe and will try to play (qualify for)
in Junior French open and Junior Wimble-
don,” said Maaya.

Manoj, too, believes that international
exposure is the key to her growth. “For the
future, we are looking at her to play both
the juniors, especially the higher grade J
200, J 300, the grand slams and the wom-
en’s pro tour. | think with the right support
and guidance, she will go places. We are
looking to find a good base abroad where
she can train in a competitive atmosphere
which will help her achieve her goals,”
opined Manoj.
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JAMMU, Apr 2: A
combined meeting of
Purmandal Utterbehni
Shrines Development
Committee, Shri Lak-
shmi Narayan Mandir
Management Trust,
Dharmarth Trust, Dogra
Sadar Sabha J&K and
Heads of different
Mandir committees
and representatives of
the administration was
held on Tuesday under
the Chairmanship of Th.
Gulchain Singh Charak,
President Shri Lakshmi
Narayan Mandir Man-
agement Trust, Dogra
Sadar Sabha J&K and
Purmandal Uttarbehni
Shrines Development
Committee at Shri Lak-
shmi Narayan Mandir
Complex Gandhi Nagar
Jammu to finalize the
arrangements for the
“30th Chhari Mubark
Yatra to Purmandal
Shrines” on Chetar
Chaturdashi falling on
7th of April 2024.

After thread bare dis-
cussions, Charak urged
Transport Department
to make proper arrange-
ment for the transport
to be plied for the devo-
tees, especially, from
Purmandal Morh to
Purmandal Uttarbehni
Shrines.
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He also asked PHE
officials to make proper
arrangements for drink-
ing water and electric-
ity facilities en-route
and 3 days congrega-
tion at Purmandal and
Municipal Committee
Bari-Brahmana and
Tourism Department to
provide cleanliness in
Devika and around the
temples at Purmandal
and Uttarbehni besides
proper arrangement of
wash rooms at the bank
of Devika.

Concerned police
asked to maintenance
of law and order while
PWD asked to repairs
damaged spots on the
road leading to the
shrines.

Charak said Nodal
officers Ranjit Singh,
Disstt Panchayat Offi-
cer Samba will co-ordi-

nate with all the con-
cerned departments
for the proper arrange-
ments during the Yatra
and three days pro-
gramme in which large
number of devotees are
expected to participate
at the historical Shrines
of Purmandal and Uttar-
behni.

He said that Special
Chhari Pooja will be
performed on April
6, 2024 at 05:00 PM
at Shri Ranbireshwar
Mandir Jammu to be
arranged by the Dharm-
artha Trust.

On 7th of April 2024
the Holy Chhari Yatra
will be taken out from
Ranbireshwar Mandir
by the Mahatmas led
by Mahatma Rishi Ban
at 07:00 AM, he said
adding that there after
performing Pooja Arch-
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ana at Shri Raghunath
Temple Jammu, the
Holy Maces will reach
at Lakshmi Narayan
Mandir Gandhi Nagar
where a grand Pooja
will be performed and
after that the holy
Chhari will be taken
in a procession joined
by large number of
devotees to Purmandal
Shrines via Mahadev
Mandir Gandhi Nagar,
, Shiv Mandir Trikuta
Nagar, Shiv Mandir
Greater Kailash, Shri
Narsing Dev Mandir
and Data Ranpat Dev
Mandir Birpur and spe-
cial reception will be
organized by the Muslim
and Sikh brothern led
by Haji Bhashir Ahmed
Malik and Khatab Hus-
sain at Kharah Madana
and after passing
through Mandal and

Yatra” to Purmandal finalized
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other areas will final-
ly reach Purmandal
shrines.

After that Mahatmas
along with other repre-
sentatives will perform
a special pooja at the
historical Shiv Temple
Purmandal and then the
holy chharis will be kept
in the Mandir Complex
for darshan of general
public. All the devotees
are requested to par-
ticipate in the Yatra as
per above mentioned
programme.

Prominent among
others who participated
included S.C.Rekhi,
(General Secretary)
President- Dharmarth
Trust, Col Karan Singh,
V.K.Abrol, Romesh
Thakur, Kulbhushan
Bali, KB Magotra,
Prithivi Raj, P.C.Gupta.
Indu Bhushan Sharma,
Kiran Rajput, Ashok
Khajuria, Pritam Singh.
and representatives
of Bhandara Commit-
tee Bari-Brahmana,
Purmandal-Uttarbehni
Shrines Development
Committee, President
and secretary of Ram
Mandir Shastri Nagar,
Panch Mandir Gandhi
Nagar, Data Ranpat
Dev Committee, Nars-
ing Dev Mandir Birpur
and other prominent
persons.

Talla Jewellers & LFO-BHF organise Lt Gen JS Sidana takes over as
Stationery Distribution Drive
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JAMMU, Apr 2: In a
heartfelt endeavour to
support the educational
journey of children, Live
For Others - Being Help-
ful Foundation (LFO-
BHF), in collaboration
with Talla Jewellers,
organized a Stationery
Distribution Drive at
Balgran, Channi Rama
under the guidance of
Vivek Parihar, CEO &
Director LFO-BHF.

With the new academic
session just around the
corner, the initiative wit-
nessed the distribution
of a range of educational
materials including note-
books, registers, pens,
pencils, erasers, and
sharpeners. Additionally,

well as their minds, nutri-
tious eatables such as
oranges, bananas, juices,
biscuits, bread cakes,
and chocolates were also
generously provided.

Beyond the distribu-
tion, members of the
foundation engaged in
lively games with chil-
dren such as Kho-Kho,
Football, and Cricket not
only brought smiles to the
faces of the youngsters
but also strengthened
bonds within the com-
munity.

Kashish Gupta, CEO
Talla Jewellers said,
“These kinds of essential
distributions stands as a
testament to the commit-
ment of Talla Jewellers &
LFO-BHF towards uplift-

ing underprivileged com-
munities and fostering a
culture of kindness and
compassion”.

Sahil Choudhary, Vice-
President & Domain
Incharge (Relief) of
Jammu Province high-
lighted the pivotal role of
such initiatives in empow-
ering these children and
also reiterated the foun-
dation’s core values of
compassion and soli-
darity, emphasizing the
importance of community
engagement in creating
lasting positive change”.

The members who took
part in this projects were
Jyoti, Abhishek Gupta,
Shurti, Kunal, Abhishek
Raina, Abhinandan,
Shubam, Babita, Diya
and others.

Police seizes 2 vehicles,
arrests 2 persons in Kulgam

Top News Report

KULGAM, Apr 2: Crack-
ing a whip on illegal
extraction and transpor-
tation of minerals, police
have seized two vehicles
and arrested two drivers
in Kulgam.

A Police party led by
SHO Police Station
Devsar during patrolling
at general road Peepora,
Pahloo crossing seized
two vehicles (tractors).
besides, arrested two

drivers on the spot,
involved in illegal extrac-
tion and transportation
of minerals from Nallah
Vaishow.

The accused drivers
have been identified as
Zubair Ahmad Rather
son of Hamidullah Rather
resident of Sopat, Teng-
pora and Danish Ahmad
Ganie son of Manzoor
Ahmad Ganie resident of
Bona Devsar. They have
been shifted to police sta-
tion Devsar where they

remain in custody.

Accordingly, case vide
FIR no 23/2024 under rel-
evant sections of law has
been registered at Police
Station Devsar and inves-
tigation has been initiated

People are requested
not to indulge in any kind
of illegal mining activities
from any Nallah/river as
it is the violation of Gov-
ernment rules. Persons
found indulging in illegal
mining activities shall be
dealt as per law.
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NEW DELHI, JAMMU,
Apr 2: Lieutenant Gen-
eral JS Sidana took over
as the 33rd Director Gen-
eral of Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers
(DGEME) and Senior
Colonel Commandant
of the Corps of EME on
April 01, 2024.

During his career span-
ning over 38 years, he
has held a variety of
important regimental,
command, instructional
and staff appointments.

Before his present
appointment, he was
holding the post of Com-
mandant of Military
College of EME for a
duration of two years.
He has been the Major
General of EME of
HQ Central Command
and commanded Army
Base Workshop & EME
Centre.

Lieutenant General JS

~ 33rd Dir General of Electronics
- & Mechanical Engineers
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Sidana is an alumnus
of the National Defence
Academy, Khadakwasla
and was

commissioned into
the Corps of EME from
Indian Military Academy,
Dehradun on December
14, 1985. His academic
credentials include a
Masters in Management
Studies from Osmania
University, M. Tech from
IIT Kanpur and Master of
Philosophy from Punjab
University.

Upon taking over as
the DGEME, Lieutenant
General JS Sidana has
encouraged all ranks of
the Corps to

embrace the power of
technology and innova-
tion to render effective
engineering support to
the Indian Army.

He also paid homage
to the bravehearts of the
Corps by laying a wreath
at the National War
Memorial, New Delhi.

JAMMU, Apr 2: Hindu nationalist BJP
leader Raju Chandel, while speaking to
journalists in Jammu today, stated that the
highest number of administrative officials
and employees in Jammu and Kashmir are
still working under the directives of Hurriyat
Conference, National Conference, PDP,
and Congress leaders, who do not prioritize
the work of the Bharatiya Janata Party or
other smaller parties, whether it is about
providing security or implementing Prime
Minister’s housing development schemes

and other initiatives.

Their actions are solely driven by the
instructions of the leaders of the party that
has been ruling Jammu and Kashmir for
the past 70 years, which has resulted in
the people of Jammu and Kashmir not
receiving enough benefits. Only when the
UT administration or officials in Delhi take
action against them, some work gets done.

Chandel mentioned that as the parlia-
mentary elections and the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly elections
are approaching soon, the local officials
should not create any discrepancies in the

elections.

Therefore, he urged the Election Commis-
sion to identify officials and employees with
connections to Gadwal and transfer them to
other states as soon as possible.

Chandel also expressed that the Bharati-
ya Janata Party wants to provide justice
and equality to the beleaguered people of
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Jammu and Kashmir who have suffered for
the past 70 years. In this process, corrupt
officials and employees sitting in Jammu
and Kashmir are proving to be the biggest
obstacle, while the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have already rejected the Ali Baba
40 Thieves Grand Alliance organization
completely. However, corrupt officials and
employees under the governance admin-

istration are not letting the innocent and

needy people of Jammu and Kashmir flour-
ish. All these issues can be addressed only
by the Election Commission.

Therefore, Chandel strongly demand that
the corrupt local employees and officials in
Jammu and Kashmir be transferred to other
states as soon as possible.

CPI(M) won’t contest LS Polls
in J&K to Consolidate Votes
against BJP: Tarigami

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Apr 2:
Senior CPI(M) leader
in Jammu and Kashmir
M Y Tarigami on Tues-
day accused the BJP
of resorting to dictator-
ship and said his party
would not contest in the
Lok Sabha seats in the
Union territory to consoli-
date votes and get rid of
“tyrants”.

He sought to downplay
the reported bickering
within the Peoples Alli-
ance for Gupkar Declara-
tion (PAGD) constituents
over seat sharing for the
Lok Sabha polls, saying
it is not an electoral alli-
ance and every constitu-
ent has their own political
interests.

“We will not contest
(the Lok Sabha polls
in Jammu and Kash-
mir) directly. Our politi-
cal approach in today’s
times would be to defeat
the BJP, to stop them
from forming govern-
ment. They have already
done a lot of damage to
Jammu and Kashmir,”
Tarigami told PTI-Video
in an exclusive interview
here.

“We also appeal to
other political parties to
ensure that votes do not
get divided. We hope
we get rid of the tyrants
soon,” he said.

Asked about reports
suggesting the coming
together of the Ghulam
Nabi Azad-led Demo-
cratic Progressive Azad
Party, Altaf Bukhari’'s
Apni Party and Peoples
Conference headed by
Sajjad Lone, Tarigami
questioned the move and
said, “We should have
been loyal towards our
people.”

“They are stitching
together a grand alliance.
Against whom? | would
have welcomed it had this
alliance aimed at raising
the genuine concerns of
the people such as our
statehood, and our land
rights. What the present
government did with us
does not have a prece-
dence in the history of
Kashmir.

“Keeping differences
aside, we should have
been loyal towards our
people at least. It should
have been a fight for the
rights of people,” the

CPI(M) leader said.

He said it was unfor-
tunate that Jammu and
Kashmir has always been
in the crossfire and there
has been restlessness
among its people.

“Pakistan has been
making its own claims
and our country, India,
has been making its own
claims. There has been
a restlessness among
people. The successive
governments have also
not been loyal towards
the people of Kashmir.

“Today’s government
left no stone unturned
to demolish the very
foundation of the pact
between the Centre and
the people. We have
always been deprived of
our constitutional rights.
They (BJP) eroded Arti-
cle 370 also,” Tarigami
said.

The CPI(M) leader
said, “If BJP had a clear
roadmap, they would not
have resorted to dictator-
ship. They downgraded
Jammu and Kashmir into
a Union territory. Look at
the plight of government
employees here. They
are not even allowed to
protest... Do you think
people will show support
towards BJP?”

Tarigami, who is also
spokesperson of the
PAGD, said it is not an
electoral alliance and
every constituent has
their own political inter-
ests.

PAGD is an alliance of
five political parties —
National Conference,
PDP, CPI(M), Awami
National Conference
and CPIl — seeking the
restoration of the spe-
cial status to Jammu
and Kashmir which was
revoked with the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in 2019.

“The DDC (District
Development Council)
elections were fought
together despite the dif-
ferences... Jammu and
Kashmir had its own con-
stitution but that’s gone
now. Our flag is gone,
our land rights are gone,
our permanent residency
rights are gone. State-
hood is also gone.

“‘Jammu and Kashmir
is the only place where
assembly elections have
not taken place in the last
10 years. A state was
divided without taking

into consideration the
aspirations of the people.
Whatever statements the
constituents have given
do not change the very
idea of PAGD. It will
always be relevant,” he
said.

Tarigami said there
are disagreements even
among leaders of the
BJP.

Terming electoral bonds
a “big scam”, he hit out
at the BJP and said, “If
you want to do corruption,
do not do it in the name
of law. We (CPI-M) have
not taken even a single
penny (through electoral
bonds).”

“In fact, we were the
first ones to file a petition
against electoral bonds
in the Supreme Court.
People should not take
much time to understand
what is going on in the
country these days,” he
said.

On the arrest of Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and former
Jharkhand chief Hemant
Soren in different cor-
ruption cases, Tarigami
said, “The constitution is
under attack. There is an
assault on democracy. If
you want to weaken or
break a party, ED and
CBI are there. These
agencies do the needful
for the government. If a
person is corrupt, he joins
the BJP.”

Asked about the recent
statement of Home Min-
ister Amit Shah that the
Central government will
consider revoking the
Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA) in
Jammu and Kashmir, he
said the present govern-
ment has been “relying
on ‘jumlas’ (false prom-
ises) only”.

“Shah had said that first
there would be delimita-
tion, then elections and
then statehood. What
happened to that chro-
nology? If the environ-
ment (in J-K) is feasible
for Lok Sabha elections,
then why not for assem-
bly polls? You must be
knowing about the Path-
ribal, Machil and Shopian
(fake) encounters. We all
condemned the impu-
nity that was given to the
forces. We do not need
these draconian laws in
a democratic setup,” he
added.
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