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Shehnaaz Gill debuts as playback 
singer in Bollywood, thanks Salman 

Khan’s brother for big break

On Good Friday, PM Modi 
recalls ‘profound sacrifice’ 

of Jesus Christ

Palestine forms new 
Cabinet amid international 

calls for reform

Avalanche 
warning 
issued for 
four districts 
of J&K

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Authorities 
on Friday issued fresh 
avalanche warning for 
four districts of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

 “Avalanche with 
medium danger level 
is likely to occur above 
2400 metres over 
Kupwara, Bandipora, 
Ganderbal and Baram-
ulla districts in next 
24-hours,” an official 
of J&K Disastaer Man-
agement Authority 
(JKDMA) informed.

He advised people 
living in respective 
areas to take precau-
tions and avoid ventur-
ing in the avalanche 
prone areas.

 “For any emergency 
people can dial 112 for 
help,” he added.

Driver dies 
after 
vehicle skids 
off road in 
south 
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): A driver lost 
his life after a vehicle 
he was driving skidded 
off the road in Mazmoo 
area of Dooru in  South 
Kashmir’s Anantnag 
district on Friday.

An official told News 
Agency Kashmir Scroll 
that one Tata Mobile 
bearing registration 
number JK19/5773 
skidded off the road at 
Mazmoo, Doru.

He said that the driver 
identified as Gh Nabi 
Shergojri got injured 
and he was shifted to 
SKIMS Srinagar , for 
treatment, however he 
succumbed to injuries.

Meanwhile police 
have taken cognizance 
and started an investi-
gation.

34-yr-old 
man found 
dead in 
Soura

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The body 
of a 34-year-old man 
was found in the Soura 
area of Srinagar on late 
Thursday evening, offi-
cials said.

An official told the 
news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer 
(KNO) that the body of 
Tariq Ahmad Bhat (34), 
a resident of Anchar 
Srinagar, was found 
near Soura area late 
yesterday evening.

He added that the 
body was sent for post-
mortem.

Moreover, the body 
will be handed over to 

BANIHAL, Mar 29 
(Agencies): At least 
ten people died after a 
passenger vehicle en 
route to Srinagar from 
Jammu veered off the 
road and plunged into 
a deep gorge near Bat-
tery Cheshma in the 
Ramban area along the 
Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway.

An official told agency 
that the accident took 
place shortly after mid-
night when a vehicle 
carrying mostly outside 
labourers plunged into a 

1000ft deep gorge near 
Battery Chashma.

The local authorities, 
including the police, 
State Disaster Response 

Force (SDRF), and Civil 
Quick Response Team 
(QRT) from Ramban, 
swiftly arrived at the 
scene to carry out the 
rescue operation.

However, due to the 
challenging terrain, 
darkness, and persis-
tent rainfall in the area, 
rescue efforts couldn’t 
be immediately under-
taken.

As per Bashir Ahmad 
Magray, President Civil 
QRT, Ramban Volun-
teers Group, ten bodies 
were found in a gorge. 
He said the deceased 
are mostly outside 
labourers who were 
heading towards Kash-
mir for work.

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
mourned the loss of 
lives in a road accident 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
on Friday and conveyed 
her condolences to the 
bereaved families.

Ten people were killed 
after a sports utility 
vehicle (SUV) skidded 
off the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway and fell 
into a gorge in Ramban 
district in the early hours 
of Friday.

The vehicle, a Chev-
rolet Tavera, was on 
its way to Jammu from 
Srinagar and it fell into 
a 300-foot gorge at the 
Battery Cheshma area 
of the district around 
1:15 am.

“The news of people 
getting killed after a 
vehicle fell into a gorge 
in the Ramban area on 
the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway is very 
sad. I offer my condo-
lences to the bereaved 
families,” Murmu said in 
a post in Hindi on X.

J&K LG 
shocked 
over 
Ramban 
accident

JAMMU, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha expressed 
shock and grief over the 
loss of 10 lives after a 
car fell into a gorge in 
Ramban district.

Ten people were killed 
after a sports utility vehi-
cle (SUV) skidded off the 
Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway and fell into a 
gorge in Ramban in the 
early hours of Friday, 
officials said. The vehi-
cle, a Chevrolet Tavera, 
was on its way to Jammu 
from Srinagar. It fell into 
a 300-foot gorge at the 
Battery Cheshma area 
of the district around 
1:15 am, they said.

In his condolence mes-
sage, the LG said: “I am 
deeply shocked to learn 
of the unfortunate road 
accident in Ramban 
today, in which precious 
lives have been lost. I 
send my heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved 
families.”

Sinha said he has 
issued instructions to 
the district administra-
tion and divisional com-
missioner to render all 
assistance to the kin of 
the victims.

Farooq, 
Omar 
Abdullah 
grieved over 
loss of lives 
in Ramban 
mishap

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): National 
Conference President 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
and Vice-President 
Omar Abdullah Friday 
expressed their sadness 
over tragic road accident 
in Ramban in which 10 
persons lost their pre-
cious lives.

The leaders expressed 
heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved family 
members and implored 
administration to pro-
vide all possible help for 
victim families.

 “JKNC President Dr 
Farooq Abdullah and 
VP @OmarAbdullah 
are deeply saddened to 
know about the death of 
10 persons who died in 
a tragic road accident on 
NHW near Batry Chesh-
ma, Ramban early this 
morning. They send their 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families of 
victims of this unfortu-
nate road tragedy,” party 
in a post on X said.

 “They have also 
implored the administra-
tion to provide all pos-
sible help to the families 
of the victims,” the post 
on X added.

At least 10 dead after vehicle plunges into 
gorge on Jammu-Srinagar highway

President Murmu 
condoles loss of lives 
in J&K road accident

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agenciies): Express-
ing his satisfaction over 

the preparedness along 
the borders, Inspector 
General Border Security 

Forces, Kashmir, Ashok 
Yadav on Friday said 
that they were ready to 
thwart any infiltration bid 
in view of upcoming Par-
liamentary elections.

Talking to media, 
Yadav, as per news 
agency Kashmir Scroll, 
said, “We are ready to 
tackle any infiltration 
attempt as an ample 
number of companies

Woman 
among 2 
absconders 
arrested in 
Baramulla

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Police have 
arrested two abscond-
ers, including a woman, 
who were evading their 
arrest for decades in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.

The duo have been 
identified as Altaf Ahmad 
Mir, a resident of Ber-
nate, and Shanaza 
Begum, wife of Qasim 
Din Thakar of Uranbowa 
Boniyar.

“Both are involved in 
many cases and were 
evading their arrests 
from the last decades, 
arrested by a special 
team,” police said on 
Friday.

The warrant under 
Section 512 CrPC was 
issued by the Court of 
Sub Judge Judicial Mag-
istrate First Class 

SRINAGAR, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Rains 
drenched most parts of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
with Srinagar receiving 
highest rainfall in the 
last 24 hours even as 
temperature recorded a 
drop on Friday.

A meteorological 
department official 

here told GNS Srinagar 
received 25.2mm of rain 
during the time till 0830 
hours followed by Bani-
hal (20.4mm), Pahalgam 
(17.8mm), Gulmarg 
(17.6mm), Qazigund 
(13.0mm), Kokernag 
(11.0mm), Kupwara 
(8.9mm),

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Out of the 
514 sitting Lok Sabha 
MPs analysed, 225 (44 
per cent) have declared 
criminal cases against 
themselves, according 
to the self-sworn affi-
davits analysed by poll 

rights body Association 
of Democratic Reforms 
(ADR).

Out of those anal-
ysed, 5 per cent are 
billionaires, with assets 
exceeding Rs 100 crore.

The report by the ADR, 
which scrutinised affida-

vits of the sitting MPs, 
revealed that among the 
sitting MPs with criminal 
charges, 29 per cent 
face serious criminal 
cases, including allega-
tions of murder, attempt 
to murder, promoting

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Taking 
note of rising fraud calls 
and cyber crimes, the 
Department of Telcom 
Friday issued an advi-
sory about WhatsApp 
calls from foreign origin 
mobile numbers and 
asked citizens not to 
entertain such calls and 
not reveal any informa-

tion.
Department of Tele-

communications (DoT), 
Ministry of Communi-
cations, has issued an 
advisory to citizens that 
calls are being received 
by the citizens wherein 
callers, in the name of 
DoT, are threatening that 
all of their mobile num-
bers would be 

Mercury drops as 
rains drench Kashmir, 
MeT forecast more

DoT advisory against 
fraud WhatsApp calls

Ready to tackle any infiltration 
attempt during upcoming Parliamentary 
elections: IG BSF, Kashmir Frontier

44 per cent of sitting Mps face criminal 
charges, 5 per cent are billionaires: ADR
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: An 
effective booth-level 
strategy, strong organisa-
tional manoeuvre and the 
popularity of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi are 
among the key factors that 
turned the tide in favour of 
the BJP in the upcoming 
Lok Sabha polls.

 This was stated by 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) senior leader and 
Seh Prabhari Jammu 
North Vinay Gupta. 

He said that under 
“booth Vijay Sankalp 
Abhiyan” is the master-
stroke to achieve the 
success in parliamentary 
election. Vinay Gupta said 
BJP workers are the back-
bone and are committed 
to enhancing the prog-
ress of the nation at the 
grassroots level. These 
visionary, vibrant ideolo-
gies are the hallmarks of 
BJP’s popularity across 
the region and the party 
has become the only 
choice of the people. 

While addressing the 
partymen in Ward no 7 
Jawahar Nagar, Ward no 

6, Beli Charana and Ward 
no.45, Dashmesh, Digia-
na and ward no 46 Sanjay 
Nagar in Gandhi Nagar 
Mandal of Bahu Con-
stituency important part 
of Jammu South. Vinay 
Gupta directly interacted 
with the party workers and 
boosted the morale of the 
Karyakartas. 

The meeting was 
organised by the vice 
chairman cantonment 
board and Gandhi Nagar 
Mandal President Bharat 
Bhushan along with BJP 
District vice President and 
Prabhari Gandhi Nagar 
Mandal Narinder Gupta 
Koki.

Vinay Gupta trained 
the cadres and shared 
the “Victory Mantra” for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
polls in 2024. He asserted 
that the Modi-led govern-
ment is devoted to pro-
viding basic facilities to 
people at their doorsteps 
in the shortest time. Vinay 
underlines that the union 
government is equally 
committed to the welfare 
and upliftment of all sec-
tions of society. Vinay 
said he was convinced 
that the BJP-led govern-
ment would win a thump-
ing mandate in the Lok 
Sabha polls and PM Modi 
would return for a third, 

straight term in office. He 
added from day one since 
assuming the office of the 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi-ji gave 140 crore 
fellow citizens the cour-
age to not only dream 
of a new and great India 
(Viksit Bharat) but also 
make a collective effort 
to realise that dream and 
the larger goal to take the 
country to new heights. 

Vinay emphasized the 
party workers to bolster 
and promote,  directly 
connected with the local 
public in each booth. 
He said booth jeeta toh 
chunav jeeta. He stressed 
that the Booth Sankalp 

campaign is not just a 
slogan; This is the path to 
success for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party because 
living up to the aspirations 
of the people in promoting 
the booth should be the 
primary mantra of victory. 

Speaking on occasion, 
Vinay Gupta asserted 
that booth-level workers 
are the backbone of the 
party. He said the booth 
Karyekartas should reach 
out to the people and con-
tact them to apprise them 
of the achievements of the 
Modi-led Government. 
Vinay also urged the party 
cadres to do the task 
effectively in a time-bound 
manner. He prompted all 
party functionaries to 
work with full enthusiasm 
with the common masses. 
Vinay said that the party 
always takes all possible 
steps for the welfare of the 
grassroots-level workers. 
He also recounted that 
polling booth-level work-
ers are key to the success 
of the BJP. Gupta said 
grassroots-level workers 
are the backbone of the 
party and their welfare is 
the duty of the party.

BJP’s “Booth Jeeta Chunav Jeeta” giving hint 
of Modi’s popularity: Vinay Gupta 

Top News Report

MAHANPUR, Mar 29: 
GDC Mahanpur has 
organized a One Day 
Camp / Workshop on 
“Yoga and Meditation” 
at Mansar. It was orga-
nized under the supervi-
sion and able guidance 
of Dr. Sangeeta Sudan, 
Principal of the College 
The main motive of the 
Camp / Workshop was to 
enlighten students about 
the value and importance 
of yoga and meditation in 
their lives.

Yoga brings the body 
and mind together and 
is built on three main 
elements – movement, 
breathing and medita-

tion. As a part of Yoga, 
Meditation can give you 
a sense of calm, peace 
and balance that can 
benefit your emotional 
well-being and  overall 
health. 

Dr. Balbinder Singh, 
Physical Director , GDC 
Marheen was the Key-
note Speaker of the 
Camp / Workshop. In 
his address, Dr. Balbi-
nder not only shared his 
expertise on the sub-
ject but also described 
the importance of yoga 
and meditation in one’s 
day to day life.  Raman 
Kumar, District Presi-
dent of Patanjali Yog 
peeth and Supervisory 
Pharmacist, SPMR Col-

lege of Commerce, was 
the Resource Person of 
the Camp/Workshop.
He practically taught 
various asanas, which 
is the physical practice 
of yoga poses. Both the 
experts were honoured 
with a Momento and 
Certificate of Apprecia-
tion by the Principal of 
the College, Dr. San-
geeta Sudan. Students 
activity  participated in 
the Workshop. The fac-
ulty members present in 
the Camp / Workshop at 
Mansar were Dr. Mohin-
der, Nisha, Dr. Nishu, Dr. 
Ajay, Dr. Anil, Dr. Suman 
and Dr. Sardar Bhatti. 
Refreshment was given 
to all the participants.

Top News Report

C H A N D I G A R H /
JAMMU, Mar 29: Sun-
burn Arena Holi celebra-
tion with DFAQ headlin-
ing was organized with 
zest and zeal at India 
Trade Tower, New Chan-
digarh.

DFAQ electrifying per-
formances and unique 
blend of electronic 
dance music delivered 
an unforgettable experi-
ence at this lively festival 
of colors.

During the occasion, a 
gathering of over 3000 
people witnessed the 

first-ever Holi-la-Toma-
tina version, complete 
with a vibrant rain dance, 
creating an electrifying 
atmosphere of color, 
music, and joyful celebra-
tion.

True to its promise, 
the event offered a sen-
sory feast beyond just 
music. From exhilarating 
color throws to delightful 
gourmet food stalls and 
captivating interactive 
art installations, every 
moment brimmed with 
excitement and joy.

Jatin Goel, Executive 
Director Omaxe Group, 
expressed gratitude for 

the opportunity to be 
part of an event that has 
unquestionably left a last-
ing impression on New 
Chandigarh’s cultural 
calendar.

Undoubtedly, the cel-
ebration marked a new 
era in the city’s cultural 
fabric, attracting attend-
ees from near and far 
to experience Holi from 
a fresh perspective. 
Against the backdrop of 
one of India’s most pic-
turesque locations, the 
event encapsulated the 
essence of unity, joy, and 
vibrant colors synony-
mous with Holi.

GDC Mahanpur organizes Workshop 
on “Yoga and Meditation” at Mansar

Over 3000 participate in 
Sunburn Arena Holi event

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
Lieutenant Governor 
Shri Manoj Sinha has 
expressed shock and 
grief over the loss of lives 
in the Ramban road acci-
dent.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the Lt Gover-
nor said: “I am deeply 
shocked to learn of the 

unfortunate road acci-
dent in Ramban today, 
in which precious lives 
have been lost. I send my 
heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved families. I 
have issued instructions 
to the District Administra-
tion and Divisional Com-
missioner to render all 
assistance, as provided 
in rule, to the kin of vic-
tims”.

LG expresses grief over 
Ramban road accident

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: The 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Batwal Sabha Members 
to paid tributes to Punjabi 
singer Lal Chand Yamla 
on his 111th Birth Day 
in a brief function held at 
Surya Vihar.

Lal Chand Yamla was 
born on March 28, 1914 
in a Chanjotra family of 
Batwal community at 
Chakk no. 384 in Lyallpur 
District of Pakistan.

His songs still resonate 
with his admirers across 
the globe.

To his credit, Lal Chand 
Yamla has hundreds 
of songs including the 
famous ‘Das mein ki Pyar 

wichon khatya’, ‘Satgur 
Nanak Teri Leela nyaari 
ae’, ‘Satguru Nanak Aja’, 
‘Jag Deya Chanana Tu’, 
‘Chitta Ho Giya Lahoo’, 
‘Jewani Meri Rangili’, 
‘Sacha Souda’, ‘Jodi Vech 
Ke’, ‘Mukh Tera Chann’, 
‘Aar Tanga Paar Tanga’, 
‘Jorhi Rab Ne Mila’ and 
‘Whisky Di Botal Wargi’.

His association with 
Mohinderjit Kaur Sekhon 
is well noted. Also, his 
association with Alam 
Lohar is well remem-
bered.

There have been so 
many singers in Punjab 
but Lal Chand Yamla 
was completely unique, 
JKBS’ General Secretary 
R.L.Kaith.

Remembering legendary 
singer Lal Chand Yamla 
on his 111th Birthday

Top News Report

POONCH, Mar 29:  
Due to regional immigra-
tion of Gujjar/Bakkar-
wal community for their 
livelihood, the children 
of these communities 
are deprived and they 
struggle to participate in 

regular sports activities. 
For regular connect 

with sports activities, 
Indian Army patrol  dis-
tributed sports kits to 
underprivileged children 

of Gujjar & Bakkarwal 
community on Friday.

The need of the hour is 
to engage these children 
too in sports field with 
competitive spirit by dis-
tribution of the sports kit. 

The Gujjar and Bakkar-
wals community whole 
heartedly expressed their 

gratitude to Indian Army 
for providing them these 
opportunities to their chil-
dren & fulfilling the aspi-
rations of these under 
developed villages.

Army distributes Sports 
Kit to children of Gujjar 
& Bakkarwals

HYDERABAD,  Mar 
29 (Agencies): In an 
embodiment of its ethos 
- ‘Naukri ke sath bhi, 
Naukri ke baad bhi’ - 
The Responsible Miner 
NMDC has taken a sig-
nificant leap in digital 
innovation by launching 
the Ex-Employee Portal 
“Samman.” 

This initiative was 
launched on 28th March 
2024 at the company’s 
Head Office in Hyder-
abad, by the CMD 
(Addl. Charge) Amitava 
Mukherjee in presence 
of Vinay Kumar, Direc-
tor (Technical),  B. Vish-
wanath, CVO, Heads of 
Projects, Head Office 
department heads.

As India’s largest iron 
ore producer, NMDC 
is not just committed 

to industrial excellence 
but also deeply values 
the human resource 
that drives its success. 
“Samman” is a testa-
ment to this commitment, 
offering a seamless, 
digital platform for ex-
employees to manage 
various medical claims, 
view personal profiles, 
dependent details, and 
application status, all 
online.  This user-friend-
ly portal is designed to 
ensure on-time reim-
bursements and easy 
access to all retiral ser-
vices, bringing comfort 
and convenience to the 
doorstep of NMDC’s 
former employees.

Speaking at the launch, 
Amitava Mukher jee 
CMD (Addl. Charge) 
expressed, “We are 

happy to contribute 
towards making the 
lives of our ex-employ-
ees easier. ‘Samman’ 
represents our pioneer-
ing spirit in extending 
hassle-free benefits to 
our NMDC family, even 
after retirement. This 
initiative reaffirms our 
belief in respecting and 
honouring the contribu-
tions of those who have 
been an integral part of 
our journey.”

The introduction of 
“Samman” not only 
marks a new chapter in 
NMDC’s digital journey 
but also reinforces the 
company’s dedication 
to fostering a caring and 
inclusive environment 
for all members of the 
NMDC family, from the 
past and present.

NMDC unveils Ex-Employee 
portal “Samman”

JAMMU, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
on Friday conveyed 
his condolences and 
expressed so r row 
regarding the accident 
in Ramban, Jammu and 
Kashmir. He extend-
ed sympathies to the 

bereaved families and 
offered prayers for the 
swift recovery of the 
injured.

In a post on X, PMO 
India said, “PM Modi 
has expressed grief on 
the accident in Ramban, 
Jammu and Kashmir. He 
extends condolences to 

the bereaved families 
and prays for a quick 
recovery of the injured.”

“An ex-gratia of Rs. 2 
lakh from PMNRF would 
be given to the next of 
kin of each deceased. 
The injured would be 
given Rs. 50,000”, the 
post reads.

PM Modi announces ex-gratia of Rs 
2 lakh to kin of deceased, Rs 50,000 
to injured in Ramban accident
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By: Devi Kar

Perhaps we don’t realise 
that not only do we have 
many unnecessary con-

tradictions in our lives, but we 
also instil contradictions and 
consequently confusion, in 
the lives of those we nurture. 
It was fun in class to identify 
adages which taught diametri-
cally opposite lessons. While 
one student cited “Too many 
cooks spoil the broth” vs “Many 
hands make light work”, anoth-
er gave examples of “Wise men 
think alike” and “Fools seldom 
differ”. We realise both contain 
truths and it is possible to sub-
scribe to contrasting thoughts, 
except that the context and 
circumstances must be kept in 
mind.
We know how eager we are 

to encourage nursery children 
to converse in English when 
they start school and when 
they do become fluent, we find 
that silently and invisibly Eng-
lish has replaced the mother 
tongue as the child’s dominant 
language. Then many complain 
how children have abandoned 
their own language and only 
read books written in English.
The next contradiction is 

pointed out by children them-
selves. When it suits adults, 
“we are not old enough” to do 
a particular thing, and the next 
moment we are told we are no 
longer children so shouldn’t 
behave in an immature manner. 
To children, adults often appear 
confusing and illogical so it is 
important to clarify our stand. 
We must explain they are old 
enough for certain activities but 

not for others. Who will judge 
the right age for various permis-
sions to be given? Certainly not 
the child’s peers but her parents 
as they are “in charge” while 
the child is still a dependent.

A troubling thought is around 
expectations. On one hand, par-
ents and teachers are told their 
children and students will not 
excel if high standards are not 
set from the start. On the other 
hand, they are blamed for the 
mental stress they end up gen-
erating by the high and some-
times unrealistic expectations 
from their wards. We must 
understand that it is impos-
sible to be right at all times and 
there can’t be a single formula 
for all. A parent scolds a child 
legitimately, for bringing home 
a bad school report because she 
didn’t put in enough effort, and 
she, as every teacher loves to 
mention in every student’s 
report, is genuinely “capable 
of doing better”. Yet, when her 
younger sibling comes with a 
similar report, she is praised for 
her good performance. Strange-
ly, the sibling is not happy at 
all for being spared the scold-
ing! She feels insulted that her 
mother does not believe she can 
do better, hence the difference 
in reaction. We often complain 
that parents have unrealistic 
expectations of their offspring, 
hence the resultant stress. But 
as my example indicates, it is 
almost impossible to get it right.
Let us look at contradictions 

in the public arena. In the wake 
of the annual spate of exami-
nation-related suicides, the 
media stresses the need to put 
examinations in the correct per-

spective. Every student must 
be assured that performance 
in an examination does not in 
any way define her or him as 
a person. Yet there is so much 
fanfare over “toppers” each 
year and anxiety around “board 
results” that sensitive children 
are emotionally scarred for life.

Teachers, parents and students 
alike get into “exam mode” well 
in advance and all kinds of 
activities are abruptly stopped, 
including sports, music, dance, 
and even reading for pleasure.
Reading books not related to 

the examination syllabus is con-
sidered a waste of time. In other 
words, these are perceived as 
distracting factors instead of a 
part of the ongoing educative 
process. The contradiction lies 
in the enormous importance 
that is given to co-curricular 
and extra-curricular activities 
at the time of choosing the right 
school for their children and the 
sudden lack of interest in any-
thing other than exams once 
they gain admission. It reminds 
me of a Mathematics teacher we 
interviewed who said that she 
did subject-related games, puz-
zles and activities only after she 
had completed the prescribed 
syllabus. She should have 
known that these activities are 
carried out to clarify and rein-
force mathematical concepts. A 
young mother asked us wheth-
er our school focused more on 
“education” or on sports. I had 
to explain to her that the term 
“education” was much broad-
er in scope, it does not refer to 
only scholastic work. Indeed, 
sports are a part of every child’s 
general education as are music, 

performing and visual arts. One 
simply cannot compartmental-
ise. Education, I cautioned, was 
not to be confused with prepa-
ration for exams.
The most obvious contra-

diction that we are guilty of 
perpetrating is the difference 
between what we preach and 
what we practise. Comment-
ing on this would fill a book. 
But I will attempt to give some 
everyday examples. We are 
ourselves stuck to our devices 
but keep talking about this 
modern-day affliction. The 
virtue of punctuality is extolled 
universally, yet VIPs (an ugly 
term) are deliberately late at 
functions because they think it 
enhances their stature. We take 
pride in calling ourselves the 
largest democracy and yet we 
demonstrate in many ways that 
our leaders do not follow demo-
cratic principles in their work or 
behaviour.
In fact, most of them can be 

described as downright auto-
cratic in the way they conduct 
themselves and their work.
Life is full of paradoxes but 

they contain elements of truth, 
whereas a contradiction is 
totally false. Political leaders 
regularly promise all kinds of 
positive reforms and then fail to 
carry them out, this is certainly 
a contradiction. But if someone 
says that sometimes “you have 
to be cruel to be kind” -- it is a 
paradox.
We need to understand that 

there are many paradoxes in life 
that one has to deal with but we 
cannot -- and must not -- accept 
contradictions.

By: Vijay GarG 

The fight for seats in 
professional courses 
in India has been very 

competitive, with entrance 
exams playing a pivotal role. 
However, with increasing 
competition and limited seats, 
these exams have become a 
source of stress, anxiety and 
despair for many students.
Numbers show that the 

entrance exams for profes-
sional courses in India are 
highly competitive, with 
lakhs of students vying for a 
limited number of seats. To 
succeed, students need to 
have a strong foundation in 
their subjects, be well-pre-
pared for the exam, and have 
a good strategy for time man-
agement and exam-taking.
Joint Entrance Examination 

(JEE), National Eligibility 
cum Entrance Test (NEET), 
Common Admission Test 
(CAT) and Graduate Apti-
tude Test in Engineering 
(GATE) are some popular 
entrance exams for admission 

to undergraduate, postgrad-
uate and doctoral courses in 
various fields.
These exams test students’ 

academic prowess and eval-
uate their ability to handle 
pressure and time manage-
ment skills.
The primary reason for the 

competitiveness of these 
entrance exams is the limited 
number of seats available in 
top-tier colleges and universi-
ties. Students unable to secure 
admission to these institutions 
have limited options, which 
can be a significant setback for 
their future career prospects.
The lack of quality educa-

tion and opportunities in 
many parts of the country 
adds to the competitiveness. 
As a result, students from less 
privileged backgrounds have 
to work harder to compete 
with their more privileged 
counterparts.
Tips and strategies
Time management: This is 

crucial for success. Students 
should make a study schedule 
and stick to it. Allocate time 
for each subject and topic and 
study accordingly.
Self-discipline: These exams 

require discipline and dedi-
cation. Set realistic goals 
and work towards achieving 
them. Avoid distractions and 
focus on your studies.
Regular practice: This is 

essential for success in these 
exams. Solve as many prac-

tice questions and previous 
year’s papers as possible. This 
will help you understand the 
exam pattern and improve 
your problem-solving skills.
Seeking guidance from men-

tors: Mentors can provide 
guidance and advice to stu-
dents. Students should seek 
the help of their teachers, 
coaching centres, or online 
tutors if they face difficulties 
in their studies.
Online study materials: 

These are easily accessible and 
can be an excellent resource 
for students. They can refer 
to online study materials for 
revision and practice ques-
tions, watch online videos 
and lectures to understand 
complex concepts.
Coaching centres: Coaching 

centres can provide a struc-
tured learning environment 
and help students prepare for 
the exams effectively. They 
can provide guidance, study 
materials, and mock tests to 
help students perform well in 
the exams.
Mock tests: Mock tests are an 

essential tool for exam prepa-
ration. Students should take 
mock tests regularly to assess 
their preparation level and 
identify areas of improve-
ment. They should analyse 
their performance and work 
towards improving their 
weaknesses.
Stress and anxiety: Prepar-

ing for competitive exams can 

lead to high stress and anxi-
ety among students. This can 
affect their performance and 
lead to burnout. Students 
should take regular breaks, 
practise mindfulness and 
engage in physical activities 
such as yoga or meditation.
Lack of motivation: Prepar-

ing for competitive exams 
requires hard work and dedi-
cation amid a lack of motiva-
tion sometimes. Set achievable 
goals, reward themselves for 
small successes, and remind 
yourself of long-term goals.
Health issues: Long hours 

of sitting and studying can 
lead to various health prob-
lems, such as back pain, eye 
strain and insomnia. Students 
should maintain a healthy 
lifestyle by eating a balanced 
diet, exercising regularly, and 
taking breaks frequently.
 ‘National Test Abhyas’ is a 

mobile application launched 
by the Ministry of Education 
to provide free online practice 
tests for students preparing 
for competitive exams like JEE 
Main, NEET and other engi-
neering and medical entrance 
exams. Students can use this.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout)

Absolutely, recognizing the value of 
time and avoiding procrastination 
are vital steps towards achieving 

success.
Successful individuals often begin by 

prioritizing tasks based on their impor-
tance and urgency. One effective method 
is using techniques like the Eisenhower 
Matrix, which categorizes tasks into four 
quadrants: urgent and important, impor-
tant but not urgent, urgent but not impor-
tant, and neither urgent nor important. By 
focusing on tasks that fall into the urgent 
and important quadrant first, individuals 
can tackle high-priority items efficiently.

Breaking down larger tasks into smaller, 
more manageable ones makes them less 
overwhelming and easier to accomplish. 
This approach allows individuals to make 
progress incrementally, leading to a sense 
of achievement and motivation as they 
complete each sub-task.

Time blocking involves allocating specific 
blocks of time for different tasks or activi-
ties throughout the day. By dedicating 
focused time periods to particular activi-
ties, individuals can minimize distractions 
and maintain concentration on the task at 
hand. This technique helps prevent multi-
tasking and enhances productivity.

 Distractions such as phone notifications, 
social media, or interruptions from col-
leagues can significantly impede produc-
tivity. Successful individuals consciously 
reduce distractions by silencing notifica-
tions, setting designated times for check-
ing emails or messages, and creating a con-
ducive work environment that minimizes 
interruptions.

 Maintaining a well-organized workspace 
and schedule enables individuals to locate 
necessary resources quickly and manage 
their responsibilities effectively. Organi-
zational tools such as task management 
apps, calendars, and filing systems can 
streamline workflow and enhance effi-
ciency.

Delegating tasks to others frees up valu-
able time and allows individuals to focus 
on activities that align with their strengths 
and priorities. Effective delegation involves 
assigning tasks to capable individuals, pro-
viding clear instructions and expectations, 
and trusting them to deliver results.

 Successful individuals regularly reflect 
on their progress and goals, identifying 
areas for improvement and making neces-
sary adjustments to their approach. This 
self-assessment helps them stay on track, 
adapt to changing circumstances, and opti-
mize their strategies for greater success.

Flexibility is key to navigating unforeseen 
challenges and opportunities effectively. 
Successful individuals remain adapt-
able and open to modifying their plans 
or schedules as needed, allowing them to 
seize new opportunities and overcome 
obstacles with resilience. Recognizing the 
importance of rest and relaxation, suc-
cessful individuals incorporate regular 
breaks into their schedules to recharge 
their energy and maintain focus. Breaks 
can help prevent burnout, improve cog-
nitive function, and sustain productivity 
over the long term.

Consistency is crucial for effective time 
management. Successful individuals 
commit to their time management prac-
tices consistently, making them habitual 
and ingrained in their daily routine. By 
maintaining discipline and sticking to 
their strategies over time, they can achieve 
sustainable success in various aspects of 
their lives.

By implementing these time manage-
ment strategies consistently and adjust-
ing them as needed, individuals can opti-
mize their productivity, minimize stress, 
and maximize their chances of achieving 
success in their personal and professional 
endeavours.

EDITORIAL

How to Preparing for professional entrance exam

Life can be full of paradoxes… But say ‘no’ to contradictions

VALUE OF 
TIME
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Top News Report

JAMMU, March 29: 
To  continue the  Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan ,  
Bhartiya Lok Sangeet 
Kala Sansthan (BLSKS), 
in coordination with  
Ministry of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment, 
Government of India, 
Social Welfare Deptt. 
J&K Govt. and Sangam 
Tru Art Production  pre-
sented its  412th  Friday 
Series  Dogri Musical 
Play “Nashe Cha Bacho’”

 at Lohan Park, Patoli 
Paloura, Jammu  under 
the overall  Direction of  
Dr.M.L.Dogra. 

A pledge was also 
taken by more than 300 
peoples  which was  
recited by Miss Chahat 
Chadha. 

The programe was 
inaugurated by the 
Chief Guest Anju Dogra, 
Health  Department  
Jammu.

 Among the Guest of 
Honours present were 
Vansh Raina, Megha  
Raina, Ram,  Sidharth 
Manhas,  prominent per-
sons  of the area. 

The day commemo-
rated as well with sole 
aim of rejuvenating  the 
traditional ,  Primitive  
Folk,  Art, Culture of J&K 
Region. 

The Specially items 
prepared on the theme 
“ Chuti Badi Karab ”, “ 
Koi ache Ram koi alha”,  

“Nasha Nai Kario Munde 
Kureio” “Swatch Bharat  
Ho  ”, “Mere hikdu 
Gadbad”, “Kali Mata 
Bawe Basdi-  Bajan ” , 
“Savdhan Savdhan   ae 
Bhaart vasi Savdhan”, 
Nukkad, Skits , Songs 
and Dances were pre-
sented to aware the 
masses. 

The Chief Guest said  
in his speech  the Nasha 
Mukat Bharat Abhiyan 
was launched by Minis-
try of Social Justice & 
Empowerment which is 
the Nodal Ministry for 
Drug Demand Reduc-
tion has formulated and 
it was launched Nasha 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
on 15th August 2020, 
identified as most vulner-
able in terms of usage 
of drugs in the country. 

These vulnerable dis-
tricts were identif ied 
on the basis of findings 
from the Comprehen-
sive National Survey 
and the inputs provided 
by the Narcotics Control 
Bureau . 

The risk of Addic-
tions lurks for every-
one. Adolescents and 
young adults are more 
likely to getting addicted 
to substances Type of 
Drug used drugs like 
cocaine and heroine 
have severely painful 
withdrawal symptoms 
and so are much more 
addictive than alcohol 
Method of use Drugs that 
are smoked or injected 
into your body tend to be 
more addictive as they 
directly go to the blood-
stream and brain than 

those that you swallow 
where passing through 
liver can lead to some 
filtration Mental Illness. 
A person who is men-
tally ill is more prone to 
addictions and a person 
who is addicted are more 
likely to develop a mental 
illness or experience 
worsening of already 
existing symptoms.

The efforts of the orga-
nizers in making such 
awareness programmes 
colorful and effective. 

The artists of BLSks 
presented  theme based 
songs  which were writ-
ten by Dr.M.L.Dogra & 
the music was the com-
posed by Raju Bajgal, 
Music Instructor, Blsks. 

The program was also 
recorded & uploaded 
online on Social Media 

for benefit of the peo-
ples. 

Welcome speech was 
given by Dr. M.L.Dogra, 
Chairman, Bhartiya Lok 
Sangeet Kala Sanst-
han  said   drugs  with-
drawal symptoms are a 
combination of physical 
and mental side effects 
a person experiences 
while trying to either stop 
or reduce the use of the 
substance they have 
been using or are addict-
ed to. These are usually 
unpleasant experiences 
which make it difficult to 
reduce or quit the sub-
stance. 

 K.K.Joshi, Vice  Chair-
man BLSKS  said  our 
volunteers and outreach 
workers of these organi-
zations have gone from   
door to door, and nearby 
localities of Jammu city  
to educate the people 
about the ill effects of 
drug abuse and have 
assisted the rehabilita-
tion of victims of sub-
stance abuse. 

The singers, musician 
and actors who per-
formed were Chahat 
Chadha, Bindia Okheda 
, Vandana Gupta, Sunil 
Kumar  Dalotra, Zaffar 
Hussain, Rahul Kumar, 
Paramjeet  Shami, 
Deevam Jand iya l , 
Saparsh Sharma, Druv 
Pandit, Gopal Bansal. 

Deepak Kumar Dogra, 
Programe Incharge, pre-
sented vote of thanks.                   

BLSKS presents Nukkad Natak ‘Nashe Cha Bacho’

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29:  Global 
Convent Higher. Second-
ary School, a premier 
educational institution in 
Channi Rama, Jammu 
committed to nurturing 
holistic development, is 
excited to announce the 
integration of Speed Ball 
into its physical educa-
tion curriculum as a part 
of the FIT India initiative. 

This progressive step 
aims to promote fitness, 
agility, and overall well-
being among students 
while aligning with the 
national campaign for a 
healthier India.

Speed Ball, a dynamic 
and engaging fitness 
activity, combines ele-
ments of cardiovascular 
exercise, coordination, 
and agility training.

 By incorporating rapid 
movements and strik-
ing a suspended ball 
with precision, students 
not only improve their 
physical fitness but also 
enhance their motor 
skills and focus. Global 
Convent School believes 

that integrating Speed 
Ball into the curriculum 
will inspire students to 
adopt an active lifestyle 
and instill lifelong habits 
of wellness.

“We are thrilled to intro-
duce Speed Ball as a part 
of our commitment to pro-
moting health and fitness 
among our students,” 
said Mona Pandoh, 
Director, of the School. 

“This initiative under-
scores our dedication 
to providing compre-
hensive education that 
encompasses physical, 
mental, and emotional 
well-being. By embracing 

activities like Speed Ball, 
we aim to empower our 
students to prioritize their 
health and lead fulfilling 
lives,” said  Jagdamba 
Gandotra, Principal of 
the School.

“On behalf of Global 
Convent School, we 
extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to Sunny 
Nanda, General Secre-
tary, JK Sports Speed 
Ball Association along 
with his team members 
for your invaluable sup-
port in introducing Speed 
Ball into our curriculum. 
Your partnership has 
enriched our students’ 

fitness journey and con-
tributed immensely to 
their holistic develop-
ment. We look forward 
to further collaborations 
in promoting health and 
wellness,” said  Raman 
Jamwal, Vice Principal of 
the School.

Aligned with the FIT 
India initiative launched 
by the Government of 
India, Global Convent Hr. 
Sec. School is dedicated 
to fostering a culture of 
fitness and wellness 
within the school commu-
nity and beyond. By inte-
grating innovative fitness 
programs like Speed Ball 

into its curriculum, the 
school seeks to contrib-
ute to the national goal of 
building a healthier and 
more active nation.

As part of the holistic 
approach to education, 
Global Convent School 
encourages students 
to participate in a wide 
range of physical activi-
ties that promote fitness, 
teamwork, and personal 
growth. The introduc-
tion of Speed Ball adds 
another dimension to the 
school’s physical educa-
tion program, offering 
students a fun and effec-
tive way to stay active 
and healthy.

Global Convent Hr. 
Sec. School invites par-
ents, students, and the 
community to join in its 
commitment to promot-
ing fitness and well-being 
among young learners. 
By embracing initia-
tives like Speed Ball, the 
school aims to nurture a 
generation of individuals 
who prioritize their health 
and make positive contri-
butions to society.

Top News Report

JAMMU,  Mar 29: Sam-
sung, India’s largest con-
sumer electronics brand, 
today announced the roll 
out of Galaxy AI features 
on more Galaxy flagship 
devices engineered to 
further the democratiza-
tion of mobile AI. The roll 
out is set to commence 
starting today and will 
be available across the 
Galaxy S23 series, S23 
FE, Z Fold5, Z Flip5 and 
Tab S9 series. Aligning 
with the recently launched 
Galaxy S24 series, the 
update elevates the stan-
dard of users’ mobile AI 
experience.

With the roll out of the 
Galaxy AI features, users 
of Galaxy S23 series, S23 
FE, Z Fold5, Z Flip5 and 
Tab S9 series will now be 
able to take advantage of 
several features includ-
ing Circle to Search, 
Live Translate and Note 
Assist amongst others. 
The broader integration 
of Galaxy AI across the 
Galaxy ecosystem also 
enables a seamless user 
experience in day-to-day 
tasks on AI-supported 

models, driving new 
levels of efficiency.

Circle to Search with 
Google generates 
insightful, high-quality 
Google search results 
when you simply circle, 
highlight or tap any image 
on your display.

Live Translate produces 
two-way, real-time voice 
and text translations of 
phone calls, making it 
easier than ever to book 
reservations while trav-
eling or chat with your 
grandparents in their 
native language.

Note Assist can create 
AI-generated summa-
ries, pre-formatted tem-
plates and cover pages, 

elevating your day-to-day 
productivity. Chat Assist 
can help perfect conver-
sational tones by gener-
ating context-aware sug-
gestions to ensure com-
munication sounds as it 
was intended, whether 
it is a polite message to 
a coworker or a short 
catchy phrase for a social 
media caption.

Interpreter can instantly 
translate live conversa-
tions through a user-
friendly split-screen view, 
allowing people standing 
opposite each other to 
read a text translation of 
what the other person is 
saying. Transcript Assist 
uses AI and Speech-

to-Text technology to 
transcribe, summarize 
and even translate voice 
recordings.  Browsing 
Assist helps you stay up 
to speed on what is hap-
pening around the world 
while saving time by gen-
erating concise summa-
ries of news articles or 
web pages.

Generative Edit gives 
you even more creative 
freedom to resize posi-
tion and align objects 
even after the photo is 
taken.  Edit Suggestion 
gives you your own per-
sonal photo editor that 
uses AI to suggest per-
fectly suitable tweaks for 
each photo.

Customers can pur-
chase Galaxy S23 Ultra 
at an effective price of 
just INR 99999, which 
includes a HDFC Bank 
cashback of INR 5000 
and an additional upgrade 
bonus of INR 5000. 
Galaxy S23 is available 
at an effective price of 
INR 55999 with INR 
5000 HDFC Bank cash-
back and an additional 
upgrade bonus of INR 
4000. Similarly, Galaxy 

S23 FE is now available 
at only INR 44999 after 
a HDFC Bank cash back 
of INR 5000 and an addi-
tional upgrade bonus of 
INR. 5000.

Galaxy Z Fold5 is 
available at an effective 
price of INR 138999, 
which includes an HDFC 
Bank cashback of INR 
7000 and an additional 
upgrade bonus of INR 
9000. Galaxy Flip5 can 
now be owned at an 
effective price of INR 
85999 with an HDFC 
bank cash back of INR 
7000 and an upgrade 
bonus of INR 7000.

Galaxy Tab S9 series 
is available at an effec-
tive starting price of INR 
60999, which includes a 
HDFC Bank Cashback of 
INR 9000 and an addi-
tional upgrade bonus of 
INR 3000.

Consumers can now 
experience the Galaxy AI 
features at an EMI start-
ing at just INR 2292 per 
month through Samsung 
Finance+ and all lead-
ing NBFC partners with 
No-cost EMI of up to 24 
months. 

Global Convent School empowers students with 
introduction of Speed Ball as part of FIT India Initiative

Samsung announces roll out of Galaxy AI on More 
Flagship Devices; democratising Mobile AI experience

Top News Report

DODA, Mar 29: A 
delegation represent-
ing the Private School 
Association of Doda, 
spearheaded by  O.P. 
Chandail, District Presi-
dent of the Association, 
convened a constructive 
meeting with CEO Doda,  
P.L. Thapa, in his office 
chamber. 

The session, also 
at tended by DEPO 
Doda, Dr. Anees Ahmed, 
transpired in a cordial 
atmosphere, reflecting 
a shared commitment to 
advancing educational 
standards in the region.

During the meeting, 
CEO Doda, P.L. Thapa, 
elucidated on the com-
prehensive guidelines 
delineating the proto-
cols to be adhered to by 
private schools, encom-

passing aspects such 
as curriculum materi-
als, fee structures, and 
other pertinent consid-
erations. 

The Private School 
Association advocated 
for the establishment 
of minimum conditions 
for result confirmation, 
underscoring the sig-
nificance of maintaining 
academic integrity and 
transparency.

Assuring proactive 
measures, CEO Doda, 
P.L. Thapa, pledged 
unwavering support to 
address the concerns 
raised by the private 
school sector. 

Emphasising a facilita-
tive approach, he reiter-
ated the commitment to 
leave no stone unturned 
in bolstering the efforts 
of private schools in 
delivering quality edu-

cation, acknowledging 
their indispensable role 
in the educational land-
scape.

In response, the Pri-
vate School Associa-
tion extended gratitude 
to CEO Doda for his 
receptive stance and 
affirmed their commit-
ment to adhering to the 
prescribed guidelines. 
They reassured CEO 
Doda of their dedication 
to remaining responsive 
to governmental direc-
tives and pledged con-
tinued cooperation.

The delegation includ-
ed prominent representa-
tives from various private 
schools, including Hafeez 
Khudwani, Shahab Ul 
Haque, Rizwan Ahmed, 
Javed Ahmed Khan, 
Anil Kumar, Surinder 
Singh,Nishad Ahmed 
and Bashir Ahmed.

Private School Association Doda delegation meets 
CEO Thapa to address educational concerns

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: Sunil 
Dimple, President of 
Mission Statehood, 
emphasized the need 
for transparent elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
urging the Supreme 
Court and Election Com-
mission to ensure the 
proper functioning of 
EVMs before sending to 
J&K. 

He demanded the res-
toration of J&K’s state-
hood and called for the 
removal of AFSPA, wel-
coming statements by 
HM Amit Shah and BJP 
leaders. 

Dimple urged PM Modi 

and Amit Shah to address 
key issues like restoring 
special status and releas-
ing detained individuals 
in their campaign rallies. 

He criticized the delay in 
holding assembly elec-
tions and accused BJP 
of imposing its will on the 
people of J&K.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: MSME DFO Jammu, 
Field office of Union Ministry of MSME 
implements various schemes and activi-
ties for the benefit of MSMEs of Jammu 
& Kashmir.

 Procurement & Marketing Support 
Scheme is one of them. 

As per the scheme guidelines the 
MSMEs are eligible to claim reimburse-
ment of 80-100 % Stall charges, Publicity 
expenditure and travelling expenditure 
for participating in about 200 exhibitions/
trade fair approved by the union minis-
try of MSME, same can be accessed at 
my.msme.gov.in/MyMsme/Reg/COM_
ViewEvent.aspx.

 All the applications are received online 
only without any manual intervention and 
processed online. It is pertain to mention 
here that maximum 60 units can partici-
pate in any of the approved exhibition.

During this financial year MSMEs of 
J&K participated in various Trade fairs 
organized in different locations includ-
ing Srinagar, Jammu, Mumbai, Delhi, 
Nagpur, Telangana etc.

 Our 13 units have participated in 
Indian International Trade Fair orga-
nized in Pragati Maidan New Delhi from 
14th November 2023 to 25th November 
2023. Number units participated are 24 
units in Bharth Utsav organized at Pragati 
Maidan New Delhi from 16.12.2023 to 
11.01.2024 in which 100% Stall charges 
were waived for the units of J&K as per 
the scheme guidelines. 

Last year less than 10 units have 

availed the benefit of participating in the 
event at New Delhi. This financial year 04 
different trade fairs have been approved 
in J&K at various locations like Srinagar 
and Jammu compared to previous year 
only one fair. 02 Vendor Development 
programmes under PMS scheme have 
been organised compared to one during 
the last financial year.

 This increase in uptake of the bene-
fits under the scheme is because of the 
extra efforts put up MSME DFO Jammu 
through 30 Entrepreneurship Aware-
ness camps conducted in every district 
of Jammu & Kashmir regions. More 
than 800 MSEs have benefited by PMS 
scheme during this financial year 2023-24 
which is exponential higher in compared 
to all previous financial years. This has 
been made possible with directions of 
G.Velladurai Joint Director through PMS 
Section of MSME DFO Jammu handled 
by D.K.Tyagi, Assistant Director.

Election Commission should ensure  
proper functioning of EVMs: Dimple  

J&K surpasses last year achievement in PMS 
Scheme of Union Ministry of MSME

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Mar 
29:  Wasim Reshi, BJP 
Social Media Head J&K 
UT expressed his deep-

est condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
stands in solidarity with 
them during this difficult 
time. 

“We pray for the speedy 

recovery of the injured 
and urge the authorities 
to provide all neces-
sary assistance to those 
affected by this tragedy” 
he said.

J&K BJP expresses grief 
over Ramban accident
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From interactive sessions with Rasika Dugal, Abhey Deol and Boman 
Irani, to screenings of international titles, Day 2 of Cinevesture kept 

Chandigarh audiences engaged in a delightful way
After a glittering start 

last evening, Day 2 of 
Cinevesture, Chandi-
garh’s first international 
film festival, saw the 
participation of B-town 
celebs through interac-
tive sessions and mas-
terclasses.

Life is good
A reflection at their 

journeys, a mention 
of their struggles, and 
enjoying the process… 
Rasika Dugal and 
Rajshri Deshpande had 
a lot to share with the 
audience. Rasika feels 
it’s the second best time 
to join the film indus-
try and her reason is, 
“People have opened 
up to indie movies and 
more such projects are 
seeing the light of day. 
OTT too has given a 
push to content.”

Rajshri is comfortable 

when she says that she 
didn’t have the option 
to choose work in her 
initial days. “From the 
small vision of a family 
that wanted its kids to 
become doctors and 
engineers, I stepped 
into movies… that itself 
was big, so whatever 
came my way, be it one-
scene roles in movies, 
saas-bahu serials, I did 
everything.” And then 
Angry Indian Goddess-
es happened and things 
changed for Rajshri. “My 
learning was on the job 
and I am proud to say 
that all my films have 
reached film festivals. I 
can say I am a festival 
baby.”

‘Believe in your work’
In an interactive ses-

sion, Boman Irani 
opened up about 
life from his first film 

onwards. He also spoke 
about the first digital film 
to be made in India Let’s 
Talk that was not even 
released. “But one man 
noticed it and that later 
translated into my role 
in Munna BhaiM.B.B.S. 
I almost didn’t do the 
movie because of the 
initial one-line narra-

tion ‘Ek Gunda hai, woh 
doctor ban na chahta 
hai’.”

Thankfully Boman 
didn’t stop there and 
we got not alone an 
entertaining movie but a 
talent who is spontane-
ous and method actor at 
the same time. There’s 
an interesting encoun-

ter from of the earliest 
shows of Munna Bhai… 
that’s close to his heart. 
“A woman on footpath 
outside a theatre told 
me, ‘Mamu, picture hit 
hai’. She sold tickets in 
black. That was my first 
appreciation which I still 
cherish.”

“The movie had a sub-

dued response in the 
first 7-8 days. And once 
it picked up, we are still 
celebrating it 20 years 
later. Believe in your 
work, it takes only one 
person to notice it and 
that can matter to you.”

We all believe in his 
talent and now when he 
has donned the direc-

tor’s hat with The Mehta 
Boys, which he has co-
written, hopes are high. 
“The movie is about 
a father-son duo who 
cannot stand each other 
but have to spend 48 
hours together. I’ve just 
finished the last shoot 
schedule of this film and 
came straight here.”

Boman also gave 
insights into screenplay 
writing. “A movie is not 
a sequence of events. 
It has many elements to 
it and each holds equal 
importance. Be it the 
theme, the conflict, the 
climax, there are many 
questions you have to 
ask yourself before you 
get down to writing a 
script.”

Film circuit
Independent film pro-

ducers Vivek Rangacha-

ri, Sanjay Gulati and 
Rucha Pathak talked 
about how to pitch an 
idea for a project. Sanjay 
Gulati, producer of Indo-
French film Girl Will Be 
Girls, says it is possible 
to make a good film with 
a small budget. Appreci-
ating movies like Laapa-
taa Ladies and Madgaon 
Express, Rucha says, “I 
am excited about Laapa-
taa Ladies’ release on 
OTT.” Talking of book 
adaptations, she says, 
“Adapting a book into 
a film or a series is a 
lengthy process. But the 
end result is rewarding.”

In a separate session, 
Swanand Kirkire empha-
sised on the changing 
language of songs and 
how that’s changing the 
music landscape in the 
film industry.

Shehnaaz Gill lent 
her voice to ‘Patna 
Shuklla’’s song ahead 
of its OTT release. The 
makers dropped the 
song ‘Dil kya irada tera’.

Taking to Instagram, 
Shehnaaz unveiled the 
song video and shared 
her feelings.

Sharing the song 
video, she wrote, “MY 
FIRST EVER, as a 
playback singer for a 
film. #DilKyaIradaTera. 
Thank you @arbaaz-
khanofficial for giving 
me this opportunity. If 
you guys haven’t heard 
the song yet, tap on the 
link in my bio and hear 
it now!”

The song is crooned 
by Shehnaaz Gill, com-
posed by Samuel and 
Akanksha, and it ’s 
been penned by Manoj 
Kumar Nath.

Recently, the makers 
unveiled the film’s trail-
er, which shows how 
Raveena helps a stu-
dent who wrongfully 

failed an exam despite 
performing well.

Raveena can be seen 
facing several chal-
lenges while fighting to 
get justice for the stu-
dent. Late actor Satish 
Kaushik essayed the 

role of a judge in this 
courtroom drama.

Directed by Vivek 
Budakoti, the film also 
stars Manav Vij. ‘Patna 
Shuklla’ will stream on 
an OTT platform from 
March 29.

Shehnaaz Gill debuts as playback 
singer in Bollywood, thanks Salman 
Khan’s brother for big break

Hollywood star Vin Diesel has 
shared a throwback photo with 
his ‘XXX: Return of Xander 
Cage’ co-star Deepika Padu-
kone from his maiden trip to 
India back in 2017.

Diesel had visited India to pro-
mote the American action thrill-
er, which marked Padukone’s 
Hollywood debut.

In his Instagram post, the Hol-
lywood star shared the unseen 
photo with Padukone, which 
sees him helping the Indian 
actor with her coat, while the 
film’s director DJ Caruso is sit-
ting in an auto rickshaw.

‘When I think about the amount 
of directors that have wanted to 
work with me more than once I 
am always just humbled. This 
is a pic of when I went to India 
as I promised Deepika I would, 
with the director at the time, DJ 
Caruso,’ Diesel wrote.

The 56-year-old actor revealed 
that Caruso, whose film cred-
its also include ‘Taking Lives’, 
‘Disturbia’, ‘Eagle Eye’ and ‘I Am 
Number Four’, has sent him a 
script for a new film.

‘While we are currently jug-
gling the order of the produc-
tions, my oldest daughter read 

the script that DJ sent to me, 
thinking that it would fall into the 
‘Pacifier’ bracket. She cried… I 

asked her why she cried, and 
she said because the story of a 
brother and sister rang true for 
her and it was emotional.

‘If I could make the film work 
that my daughter cried reading, 
my question for you would be, 
who would play my sister... she 
suggested Jennifer Lawrence. 
What do you think?’ he posted.

This is not the first time Diesel 
has shared a photo with Padu-
kone. Padukone had played 
the role of Serena Unger in the 
action movie.

In June 2023, Diesel had said 
he was looking forward to visit-
ing India again.

He had posted a still of him 
and Padukone from the movie 
and called the ‘Pathaan’ star 
one of his ‘favourite people to 
work with’.

‘Spirit lead me... @deepi-
kapadukone was one of my 
favourite people to work with. 
She brought me to India and I 
loved it... looking forward to my 
return. All love, always,’ Diesel 
had said.

Vin Diesel shares new picture with Deepika 
Padukone, says he had promised her to visit India

‘XXX: Return of Xander Cage’ marks her Hollywood debut

Samantha Ruth 
Prabhu has talked about 
working on ‘Citadel: 
Honey Bunny’, an Indian 
adaptation of American 
series ‘Citadel’.

The actress said she 
was at her weakest 
while she was training 
and that her strength fell 
by 50 per cent.

“I was at my weakest 
while training for ‘Cita-
del’. 

Additionally, I had to 
maintain a calorie defi-
cit because I was trying 
to give my body enough 
time to heal.”

“My strength fell by 50 
per cent. 

It was a long process 
and it was quite diffi-
cult,” said Samantha, 
who took a year’s break 
as she was diagnosed 
with the auto-immune 
disease Myositis.

‘Citadel: Honey Bunny’ 
is created by Raj & DK. 
It also stars Sikandar 
Kher, Kay Kay Menon, 
Saqib Saleem and 
Emma Canning.

Samantha on challenges of 
shooting ‘Citadel-Honey Bunny’: 
My strength fell by 50 per cent

Rebel Wilson shared 
that her connection with 
an unnamed sports star 

changed her life.
The actress said, “It 

was like a rollercoast-

er. Sometimes, when I 
was dating men, people 
would even comment. 
They’re like, ‘God, 
Rebel, you can take 
them or leave them. 
You weren’t that ever 
invested’.”

“And then, here was 
somebody where (I) felt 
so invested in and even 
thought at one point, 
‘Oh, I could give up my 
career for this person, 
travel around the world 
on the tennis circuit’.”

W i l s o n ,  w h o 
announced her engage-
ment to Ramona 
Agruma last year, 
shares that the experi-
ence has changed her 
life and her attitude 
towards love.

The actress said, “I 
describe it as cracking 
open my heart. Like you 
could open a fresh can 
of tennis balls… that’s 
what it did to me. And, 
I guess, when I saw 
people write love songs 
or poetry about love, 
I was like, ‘Oh, that’s 
nice’. But I don’t think 
I’d ever understood 
that until I felt that for a 
person.”

Rebel Wilson describes how her 
heart was ‘cracked open’ by a 
tennis player

Bobby Deol, who created waves with his menacing 
character Abrar Haque in ‘Animal’, is all set to go gray 
once again for Alia Bhatt’s upcoming spy film by Yash 
Raj Films.

“Bobby Deol’s inclusion to the YRF Spy Universe is 
an incredible casting coup by Aditya Chopra! Bobby 
will become a cold-blooded, menacing villain set to 
destroy Alia Bhatt and Sharvari in this action spec-
tacle that will blow the minds of audiences,” said a 
source. In the upcoming yet-untitled film, Alia plays a 
female agent, directed by YRF’s homegrown director 
Shiv Rawail.

The film also stars Sharvari, who is paired with Alia 
as super agents on a mission. Rawail has previously 
helmed ‘The Railway Men’. The yet-untitled film will 
be the seventh film of YRF Spy Universe after ‘Ek 
Tha Tiger’, ‘Tiger Zinda Hai’, ‘War’, ‘Pathaan’, ‘Tiger 
3’ and ‘War 2’. The film is reportedly set to go on floors 
later this year.

Bobby Deol turns villain 
for as-yet-untitled spy 
film starring Alia Bhatt
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NEW DELHI, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday flagged “sig-
nificant risks of placing power-
ful technologies like Artificial 
Intelligence in unskilled hands”, 
advocating watermarking of AI-
generated visuals, including 
deepfakes, and said the estab-
lishment of dos and don’ts for 
AI use is a must.

The PM said AI should be used 
to improve lives and not seen as 
some kind of a magic tool that 
will step in for us just because 
we are too lazy to do something 
on our own.

“In a vast democratic coun-
try like India, the misuse of 
deepfake can create uproar. 
For example, they can misuse 
my voice and it can initially 
deceive people leading to wide-
spread chaos. So it is crucial to 
acknowledge that deepfake is 
AI generated and mention its 
source. These measures are 
really important, especially in the 
beginning. We need to establish 
some dos and don’ts,” the PM 
said in a 45-minute freewheel-
ing conversation with Microsoft 
co-founder Bill Gates. 

In the discussion held at the 
PM’s official residence here and 
broadcast on PM’s X handle, 
the two leaders engaged one 
another on India’s digital revolu-
tion, risks and use of AI, climate 

change challenge, millets and 
Modi’s relaxation schedules.

Modi told Gates, “I have a 
childlike curiosity for technology 
but I am not its slave.”

“There is a significant risk of 
misuse when such powerful 
technologies as AI are placed in 
unskilled hands. I have spoken 
to all legal minds engaged with 
AI. I suggested that we should 
start with clear watermarks on 
AI-generated content to pre-
vent misinformation,” Modi said 
to Gates, who wanted to know 
how India was addressing AI 
challenges.

The PM said AI should not be 
seen as “some kind of a magic 
tool which we use because we 
are lazy”.

“We should instead compete 
with ChatGPT and use it within 
our own area of expertise,” said 

the PM explaining how India had 
“democratised digital technolo-
gies to ease living and enhance 
incomes”.

He gave examples of India’s 
Covid vaccine delivery platform 
COWIN; Drone Didi project 
where rural women were being 
trained as drone pilots “to break 
stereotypes that women could 
only handle odd jobs in villages”.

The Prime Minister told Gates 
that while India fell behind at 
the time of the first and second 
industrial revolutions “because it 
was enslaved”, it will “contribute 
immensely to the fourth indus-
trial revolution where digital ele-
ments dominate”.

To address climate change 
challenges -- an issue where 
the PM and Gates Founda-
tion have engaged on a global 
level -- Modi advocated a fresh 

approach to measurement of 
national growth.

“Currently all parameters 
of measuring the growth of 
nations are climate unfriendly. 
Progress is measured by per 
capita energy consumption, the 
use of steel by a country. All this 
spurs a demand for steel which 
in turn leads to carbon emis-
sions. We should develop the 
concept of green GDP. Param-
eters of growth must be climate 
friendly,” said the PM, adding 
that mere policy level interven-
tions will not reverse the threat 
of climate change.

“We need to change our life-
styles and live in sync with 
nature. Even the vegetarians 
need to tweak diet choices and 
opt more for millets which use 
little water to grow and are super 
foods,” Modi said.

In an answer to PM’s question 
as to which book inspired him 
the most, Gates cited Steven 
Pinker’s ‘The Better Angels of 
Our Nature’.

“Through this book you learn 
about the world and you see 
children are dying and yet there 
is so much progress in the sense 
that more children are surviving. 
The lesson is -- We have to both 
be upset that what is happening 
is not good enough but also be 
happy that great progress has 
been made,” said Gates.

Establishing dos and don’ts of AI use a must, PM 
Modi tells Bill Gates

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi remembered the 

“profound sacrifice” of 
Jesus Christ on Good 
Friday, saying it teach-
es people compassion 

and forgiveness.
He said on X, “Today, 

on Good Friday, we 
remember the pro-
found sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. May everyone 
find strength in the 
lessons of compas-
sion and forgiveness it 
teaches us.”

Christians across the 
world observe Good 
Friday to commemorate 
the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ.

On Good Friday, PM Modi 
recalls ‘profound sacrifice’ 
of Jesus ChristTells Gates that he has childlike curiosity for technology

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 (Agencies): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s 
wife Sunita launched a WhatsApp 
campaign on Friday, urging people 
to support her husband, who is in the 
ED’s custody in an excise policy-linked 
money-laundering case.

In a digital media briefing, Sunita 
said her husband had challenged the 
“most corrupt and dictatorial forces” in 
the country and asked people to sup-
port him through their blessings and 
prayers.

Issuing a WhatsApp number – 82973 
24624 -- she said people can send their 
blessings, prayers or any other mes-
sages for the AAP national convenor 
and she will communicate those to him.

Kejriwal was arrested by the ED on 
March 21 in the money-laundering 
case linked to the now-scrapped excise 
policy for Delhi. A court on Thursday 
extended his ED custody till April 1.

Arvind Kejriwal’s wife launches WhatsApp 
campaign to garner support for AAP leader

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): The 
Enforcement Director-
ate is working as BJP’s 
political weapon and it 
wants to get details of 
AAP’s Lok Sabha elec-
tion strategy by access-
ing Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s phone, 
senior AAP leader Atishi 
alleged on Friday.

Kejriwal, who is the 
national convener of 
the AAP, was arrested 
by the central probe 
agency on March 21 in 
the Delhi excise policy-
linked money-launder-
ing case and is in its 
custody till April 1.

The insistence of the 
Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) to look 
into Kejriwal’s mobile 
phone, which is a few 
months old and did not 
exist when the policy 
was formed and imple-

mented, proves that the 
agency is working as a 
“political weapon” of the 
BJP, Atishi alleged at a 
press conference here.

The AAP leader, who 
is a minister in the Kejri-
wal government, said 
that “actually it is the 
BJP and not the ED that 
wants to know what is 
there on Kejriwal’s 
phone”.

The excise policy was 
implemented in 2021-22 
and the chief minister’s 
current phone is just 

a few months old, she 
claimed.

The ED has said that 
Kejriwal’s phone of that 
period is not available, 
and now, it wants the 
password of his new 
phone, Atishi said.

“They want it because 
they will find in it details 
of AAP’s Lok Sabha 
poll strategy, campaign 
plans, talks with INDIA 
bloc leaders and infor-
mation regarding media 
and social media strat-
egy,” she said.

Enforcement Directorate wants 
AAP’s Lok Sabha poll strategy details 
from Arvind Kejriwal’s phone: Atishi

LUCKNOW, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Raising a 
question mark on the 
law-and-order situa-
tion in Uttar Pradesh 
after the death of gang-
ster-turned-politician 
Mukhtan Ansari follow-
ing a cardiac arrest in 
Banda, Akhilesh Yadav 
today said there should 
be a probe supervised 
by a Supreme Court 
judge into such “doubt-
ful” cases.

Ansari died in the 
Banda Medical College 
due to a cardiac arrest 
on Thursday. He was 
rushed to the hospital 
from the district jail after 
his health condition 
deteriorated.

In a post in Hindi on X, 
Akhilesh Yadav said, “It 
is the foremost respon-

sibility and duty of the 
government to protect 
someone’s life in every 
situation and at every 
place.”

“The death of a hos-
tage or prisoner in any 
of the following cir-
cumstances will erode 
public confidence in the 
judicial process - while 

confined in a police sta-
tion, in a fight inside the 
jail, on falling ill inside 
the prison, while being 
taken to hospital, during 
treatment in hospital, by 
showing a false encoun-
ter, by showing a false 
suicide, by showing 
casualties in an acci-
dent - all such doubtful 

cases should be probed 
under the supervision of 
a Supreme Court judge,” 
he added.

“A government that 
cannot protect lives has 
no right to remain in 
power,” the former Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister 
said, claiming that the 
state is going through 
the worst phase of “gov-
ernment anarchy”.

“This is the zero hour 
for law and order in Uttar 
Pradesh,” he said on the 
microblogging platform.

Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) president May-
awati also pitched for 
a high-level probe into 
Ansari’s death.

In a post in Hindi on X, 
she said: “The persistent 
apprehensions and seri-
ous allegations made by 

Mukhtar Anasari’s family 
regarding his death in 
jail require a high-level 
investigation so that 
the true facts of his 
death can be revealed.” 
Ansari’s son Umar, who 
arrived in Banda late 
on Thursday night, told 
reporters that his father 
had raised apprehen-
sions that he was being 
slow-poisoned.

“He was given poison 
with his dinner on March 
19 and had apprised 
the court of the same,” 
Umar Ansari said.

“We got the news of his 
death only through the 
media. We will demand 
a high-level inquiry and 
do whatever we have to 
do through the court. We 
have full confidence in 
the court,” he said.

After Mukhtar Ansari’s Death, Akhilesh Yadav 
Demands Supreme Court Probe

Mukhtar Ansari died in the Banda Medical College due to a cardiac arrest on Thursday. He was rushed 
to the hospital from the district jail after his health condition deteriorated.

NEW DELHI, Mar 
29 (Agencies): The 
Congress on Friday 
said it had received 
fresh notices from the 
income-tax depart-
ment, asking it to pay 
Rs 1,823.08 crore, and 
accused the ruling BJP 
of indulging in “tax ter-
rorism” to financially 
cripple the opposition 
party ahead of the Lok 
Sabha polls.

Adressing a press 
conference at the AICC 
headquar ters here 
along with Congress 
general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh, party 
treasurer Ajay Maken 
alleged that the BJP is 
in serious violation of 
income-tax laws and 

said the I-T department 
should raise a demand 
of more than Rs 4,600 
crore from the saffron 
party for such viola-
tions.

Ramesh alleged that 
through the “electoral 
bonds scam”, the BJP 
has collected Rs 8,200 
crore and used the route 
of “pre-paid, post-paid, 
post-raid bribes and 
shell companies”.

On the other hand, the 
BJP is engaged in “tax 
terrorism”, he alleged.

“Efforts are being 
made to financially crip-
ple the Congress, but 
we are not going to be 
cowed down,” Ramesh 
said.

He asserted that the 

Congress’s campaign 
for the upcoming parlia-
mentary polls will con-
tinue and the party will 
take its guarantees to 
the people of the coun-
try.

“We will not be scared 
of these notices. We will 
be more aggressive and 
fight these polls,” the 
former Union minister 
said.

Maken alleged that 
the Congress and other 
like-minded opposition 
parties are being selec-
tively targeted by the I-T 
department, which he 
described as the BJP’s 
“frontal organisation”.

The I-T department 
has launched a pre-
meditated, diabolical 
campaign against the 
Congress by reopening 
matters of old returns 
on baseless grounds, 
he said.

Maken said the Con-
gress will approach the 
Supreme Court soon 
over the I-T depart-
ment’s demands.

Cash-strapped Congress gets 
fresh I-T notice of Rs 1,800 crore

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Union min-
ister Hardeep Singh 
Puri on Friday com-
pared Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal’s wife 
to former Bihar Chief 
Minister Rabri Devi, and 
said she is perhaps pre-
paring to hold the post 
of her husband.

“The madam your are 
naming is perhaps pre-
paring to hold the post 
like Rabri Devi did in 
Bihar,” the senior BJP 
leader told reporters 
here at the inaugura-
tion of the Delhi BJP’s 
election office.

The Union Minister 
for Housing and Urban 

Affairs was responding 
to a question about AAP 
leader Arvind Kejriwal’s 
wife Sunita.

Earlier in the day, 
S u n i t a  Ke j r i wa l 
launched a WhatsApp 
campaign, urging 
people to support her 
husband, who is in ED 
custody in an excise 
policy-linked money-
laundering case.

In a digital media brief-
ing, Sunita Kejriwal 
said her husband has 
challenged the “most 
corrupt and dictatorial 
forces” in the country 
and asked people to 
support him through 
their blessings and 
prayers.

Kejriwal was arrested 
by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on 
March 21 in the money-
laundering case linked 
to the now-scrapped 
excise policy for Delhi.

A court on Thursday 
extended his ED cus-
tody till April 1.

Union minister Hardeep 
Puri compares Sunita 
Kejriwal to Rabri Devi

LUCKNOW, Mar 29 
(Agencies): A chief judi-
cial magistrate’s court in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Banda 
on Friday ordered a 
judicial inquiry into the 
death of gangster-poli-
tician Mukhtar Ansari, a 
senior official said.

Banda Chief Judi-
cial Magistrate (CJM) 
Bhagwan Das Gupta 
appointed Garima 
Singh, Additional Chief 
Judicial Magistrate (MP-
MLA court, Banda) as 
the investigating officer 
in the case, the official 
said.

The CJM has sought 
the probe report within 
a month.

The 63-year-old Ansari 

was brought to the Rani 
Durgavati Medical Col-
lege in Banda from the 
district jail in “an uncon-
scious state” on Thurs-
day evening and died at 
the hospital following a 
cardiac arrest.

Afzal Ansari, who is 
also the Ghazipur MP, 
on Tuesday alleged that 
his brother was given 
slow poison in jail.

“Mukhtar said he was 
given a poisonous sub-
stance in food in jail. 
This happened for the 
second time. Around 
40 days ago also he 
was given poison. And 
recently, he was again 
given this (poison) due 
to which his condition is 

bad,” Afzal Ansari had 
said.

Afzal Ansari had said 
that during the virtual 
hearing of a case in 
a Barabanki court on 
March 21, Ansari’s 
lawyer had filed an 
application in the court 
alleging that his client 
had been given “slow 
poison” in jail due to 
which his condition was 
deteriorating.

Earlier, Ansari was 
hospitalised for around 
14 hours on Tuesday 
after he complained of 
abdominal pain.

According to the probe 
order letter, a request 
was made by the 
Senior Superintendent, 
District Jail, Banda, on 
March 28 to nominate 
an officer for the judicial 
inquiry into the death of 
Ansari.

Director General of 
Prisons SN Sabat had 
earlier told agency that 
there would be a judicial 
inquiry into the matter.

UP court orders judicial 
probe into gangster-politician 
Mukhtar Ansari’s death
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ALEPPO, Mar 29 (Agencies): 
A war monitor said Israeli air 
strikes Friday on Syria’s Aleppo 
province killed at least 42 
including 36 Syrian soldiers, 
the deadliest count for the 
army since the Israel-Hamas 
war began.

Israel has launched hundreds 
of air strikes in Syria since civil 
war there broke out in 2011, tar-
geting army positions as well 
as Iran-backed forces including 
Hezbollah, an ally of Damascus 
and Palestinian group Hamas.

The strikes have increased 
since Israel’s war with Hamas 
began on October 7, and Fri-
day’s was the second such 
attack in 24 hours.

“Israeli strikes” targeted “a 
rockets depot belonging to 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah” close 
to Aleppo airport, said the UK-
based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, which has a 
network of sources inside Syria.

It reported “42 killed, including 
six from Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
group” and “36 soldiers”, the 
highest Syrian army count in 
Israeli strikes since the Israel-
Hamas war began.

State news agency SANA, 
quoting a military source, report-
ed that “at approximately 1:45 
am, the Israeli enemy launched 
an air attack from the direction 
of Athriya, southeast of Aleppo”, 
adding that “civilians and mili-
tary personnel” were killed and 

wounded.
Contacted by agency from 

Jerusalem, the Israeli military 
said it would “not comment on 
reports in the foreign media”.

The Observatory also reported 
strikes targeting “defence fac-
tories” controlled by pro-Iran 
groups elsewhere in Aleppo 
province.

The attack came just hours 
after a reported Israeli strike in 
the Damascus countryside.

Syrian state media said “two 
civilians” were killed in an “Israe-
li air attack that targeted a resi-
dential building” on Thursday, 
also reporting material damage.

The Observatory said the 
Sayyida Zeinab area, a strong-
hold of pro-Iran armed groups 
including Hezbollah south of the 
capital, was targeted.

Israeli raids in Syria also seek 
to cut off Hezbollah supply 

routes to neighbouring Leba-
non.

Fears of spillover
The Israel-Hamas war began 

with the Gaza-based Palestin-
ian operatives’ unprecedented 
attacks that resulted in about 
1,160 deaths in Israel, mostly 
civilians, according to an agency 
tally based on Israeli official fig-
ures.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 32,623 people 
in Gaza, mostly women and chil-
dren, according to the Hamas-
run health ministry there.

Israel has exchanged near-
daily cross-border fire with 
Hamas ally Hezbollah in Leba-
non since the Gaza war began, 
sparking fears of a major region-
al conflagration.

In Lebanon, cross-border fire 
since October has killed at least 
346 people, mostly Hezbollah 

fighters, but also including at 
least 68 civilians, according to 
an agency tally.

The fighting has displaced 
tens of thousands of people in 
southern Lebanon and in north-
ern Israel, where the military 
says 10 soldiers and eight civil-
ians have been killed.

Hezbollah has fought along-
side ally Damascus in Syria’s 
civil war since at least 2013, 
and continues to operate in the 
country.

The Syrian government’s 
brutal suppression of a 2011 
uprising triggered a conflict that 
has killed more than half a mil-
lion people and drawn in foreign 
armies and jihadists.

On Tuesday, strikes on east-
ern Syria’s Deir Ezzor province 
killed 19 people, mostly pro-Iran 
fighters including two advis-
ers from Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards, the Observatory said.

The World Health Organization 
reported one of its workers was 
killed in the strikes, which the 
Observatory blamed on Israel, 
after initially not saying who car-
ried them out.

A US defence official told 
agency the United States “did 
not conduct any airstrikes” at 
the time.

Israel rarely comments on indi-
vidual strikes in Syria, but has 
repeatedly said it will not allow 
Iran to expand its presence in 
Syria.

At Least 42 Killed In Israeli Strikes In Syria’s 
Aleppo, Says War Monitor

NEW YORK, Mar 29 
(Agencies): A Bangla-
deshi teenager under-
going a “mental crisis” 
has been shot dead 
by city police after he 
lunged at them with a 
pair of scissors and 
his mother intervened 
in their attempts to 
subdue him, according 
to police.

The incident started 
with a phone call to an 
emergency police line 
that Win Rozario, 19, 
had himself made on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
New York Police Patrol 
Chief John Chell said 
at a news conference.

City police were 
already on edge after 
a gunman killed one of 
them on Monday.

Chell said that when 
police arrived at the 
teen’s home, Rozario 
was in a “mental crisis” 
and the situation was 
“quite hectic, chaotic 
and dangerous”.

When he charged 
at them with scissors, 
police fired a Taser to 
subdue him but his 
“mother, being a mother, 
came to the aid of her 
son to help him” and 
knocked out the Taser 
dart, Chell said.

(Taser is an elec-
tric device that shoots 
darts that attach to the 
target and gives electric 
shocks to subdue the 
person.)

Rozario then picked up 
the scissors and came 
after police who “had 
no choice but to defend 
themselves” firing their 
weapons, Chell said.

Rozario’s brother, 
Ushto, 17, however, 
disputed the police ver-
sion asserting that his 
mother had been hold-
ing him the whole time.

“One of the cops pulled 
out a gun and shot him 
as my mother [was] still 
hugging him,” The New 
York Times quoted him 
as saying.

Chell, however, said 
that the police wore 
bodycams that record-
ed the incident and the 
video would back their 

version.
In Monday’s incident, 

a police officer, who is 
likely of Indian heritage, 
shot dead the gunman 
who killed his colleague 
while investigating an 
illegally parked car.

The officer who 
responded to the shoot-
ing, Vekash Khedna, is 
listed on the police data-
base as an Asian and he 
is on the police cricket 
team in the New York-
based Commonwealth 
Cricket League.

Another Indian-origin 
police officer was in the 
news last month when 
he was attacked by a 
gang of illegal immi-
grants in Times Square.

There was outrage 
when some of the assail-
ants were let off by the 
public prosecutor, Alvin 
Bragg, without seeking 
bail allowing them to flee 
the city.

A Republican member 
of Congress from the 
city, Nicole Malliota-
kis, invited him to the 
Capitol as her special 
guest during President 
Joe Biden’s State of the 
Union address to draw 
attention to the law and 
order, and illegal immi-
gration problems.

Bangladeshi teen in ‘mental crisis’ 
shot dead by New York police in front 
of his mother

“Israeli strikes” targeted “a rockets depot belonging to Lebanon’s Hezbollah” close to Aleppo airport, 
said the UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which has a network of sources inside Syria.

PESHAWAR, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Chinese contractors have 
halted construction on two 
major dam projects in Pakistan 
after a suicide bomber killed 
five Chinese engineers and a 
Pakistani driver this week, a 
provincial official told agency 
on Friday.

The companies have demand-
ed that Pakistan authorities 
come up with new security 
plans before reopening the sites 
where around 1,250 Chinese 
nationals are working, the offi-
cial said.

The security of Chinese work-
ers is a major concern to both 
countries, with nationals fre-
quently targeted by militants 
hostile to outside influence.

The workers were targeted on 
Tuesday by a suicide bomber 
who rammed into their vehicle 
on a mountainous road near one 
of the dam sites.

He detonated his explosives 
on impact, plunging their vehicle 
into a deep ravine.

A senior official from the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa interior 
department told agency on con-
dition of anonymity that since 
Wednesday, China Gezhouba 
Group Company has halted 

work on the Dasu dam in the 
province and Power China 
has stopped work on Diamer 
Bhasha dam, which straddles 
two provinces.

“They have demanded new 
security plans from the govern-
ment,” he said.

“Around 750 Chinese engi-
neers are engaged in the Dasu 
Dam project, while 500 are 
working on the Diamer Bhasha 
Dam,” he added.

He said the movement of 
Chinese engineers has been 
restricted to the compounds 
where they live, close to the 
sites.

China has not commented, 
but this week repeatedly urged 
Pakistan to ensure the safety of 
its nationals.

‘Iron-clad friends’
Beijing is Islamabad’s closest 

regional ally, readily providing 
financial assistance to bail out 
its often-struggling neighbour.

China has inked more than 
two trillion dollars in contracts 
around the world under its Belt 
and Road investment scheme, 
with billions pouring into infra-
structure projects in Pakistan.

But Pakistanis have long com-
plained that they are not getting 
a fair share of jobs or wealth cre-
ated by the projects.

Tuesday’s attack sparked a 
flurry of diplomatic activity at 
the Chinese embassy in Islam-
abad, with Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif and the foreign and 
interior ministers offering con-
dolences in quick succession.

China’s foreign ministry 
declared the countries “iron-
clad friends” but asked Pakistan 
to “take effective measures to 
ensure the safety and security 
of Chinese nationals, projects, 
and institutions”.

Tuesday’s attack came just 
days after militants attempted 
to storm offices of the Gwadar 
deepwater port in the south-
west, considered a cornerstone 
of Chinese investment in Paki-
stan.

In 2019, gunmen stormed 
a luxury hotel in Balochistan 
province overlooking the flag-
ship Chinese-backed deep-
water seaport in Gwadar that 
gives strategic access to the 
Arabian Sea -- killing at least 
eight people.

In June 2020, Baloch insur-
gents targeted the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange, which is partly 
owned by Chinese companies, 
in the commercial capital of 
Karachi.

China Pauses 2 Dam Projects In Pak After Suicide 
Attack Kills 5 Engineers

KYIV, Mar 29 (Agencies): Russian 
missile and drone attacks hit thermal 
and hydro power plants in central and 
western Ukraine, power grid operator 
Ukrenergo said on Friday, in the latest 
barrage targeting the country’s already 
damaged power infrastructure.

“During the night, the Russians struck 
again at energy facilities in a massive 
and combined attack,” Ukrenergo said 
on the Telegram messaging app.

“Thermal and hydroelectric power 
plants in the central and western 
regions were damaged.”

Regional officials said Russian forces 
had attacked infrastructure in the Kami-
anske district near the city of Dnipro. At 
least one person was wounded, they 
added.

Ukrainian energy minister German 
Galushchenko also said power facili-
ties in the regions of Dnipropetrovsk, 
Poltava and Cherkasy were attacked.

“Electricity generation facilities were 
targeted by drones and missiles,” 
Gelushchenko said on Facebook.

Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal later 
said in a statement that energy facili-
ties in six Ukrainian regions had been 
attacked. He said Ukraine needs more 
air defence systems to secure critical 
infrastructure and protect the popula-
tion.

The Ukrainian military said its air force 
had destroyed 58 Russia-launched 
attack drones overnight from a total of 
60, along with 26 of 39 missiles.

“The enemy launched a powerful mis-
sile and air strike against the fuel and 
energy sector of Ukraine, using various 
types of missiles and attack drones,” 
the commander said.

Ukrainian television said explosions 
were heard in the regions of Ivano-
Frankivsk and Khmelnytskyi as well 
as the city of Dnipro as Russian cruise 
missiles were spotted in Ukrainian air 
space.

DTEK, NAFTOGAZ UNDER FIRE
The largest private power firm, DTEK, 

said its three thermal power plants had 
come under attack.

“The equipment was severely dam-
aged,” it said on Telegram. “After the 
attack ended, the power engineers 
promptly started to repair the damage.”

Ukrainian power distributor Yasno said 
this week that DTEK lost about half its 
capacity following Russian missile and 
drone attacks.

Ukrainian state-run Naftogaz oil and 
gas firm also said its facilities had come 
under attack on Friday morning.

“(Russian attacks) targeted Naftogaz 
Group’s facilities, but there was no seri-
ous damage,” it said in a statement, 
giving no more details.

Ukraine says Russian drone, missile 
attacks damage power facilities

ATHENS, Mar 29 
(Agencies): An earth-
quake with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 5.7 
struck southern Greece 
off the coast of the 
western Peloponnese, 
an agency report said 
Friday.

There were no imme-
diate reports of damage 
or injuries from the 
quake, which was also 
felt in the Greek capi-
tal of Athens and as far 
away as the southern 
island of Crete.

The quake struck 
Friday morning and 
was centred beneath 
the seabed near the 
Strofades islands, 
about 120 kilometers 
south-southwest of the 
western city of Patras, 
according to the Athens 
Geodynamic Institute.

Greece lies in a highly 
seismically active region 
and earthquakes are 
common. The vast 
majority cause no inju-
ries and little to no 
damage.

Earthquake of 5.7 
magnitude hits Greece

RAMALLA, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The Pales-
tinian Authority (PA) has 
announced the forma-
tion of a new Cabinet 
as it faces international 
pressure to reform.

President Mahmoud 
Abbas, who has led 
the PA for nearly two 
decades and remains 
in overall control, 
announced the new 
government in a presi-
dential decree. None of 
the incoming ministers 
is a well-known figure.

Abbas tapped Moham-
mad Mustafa, a long-
time adviser, to be 
prime minister earlier 
this month. Mustafa, a 
politically independent 
US-educated econo-
mist, had vowed to form 

a technocratic govern-
ment and create an 
independent trust fund 
to help rebuild Gaza. 
Mustafa will also serve 
as foreign minister.

Interior Minister Ziad 
Hab al-Rih is a member 
of Abbas’s secular Fatah 
movement and held the 
same portfolio in the pre-
vious government. The 
Interior Ministry over-
sees the security forces.

The incoming minister 
for Jerusalem affairs, 
Ashraf al-Awar, regis-
tered to run as a Fatah 
candidate in elections in 
2021 that were indefi-
nitely delayed.

At least five of the 
incoming 23 ministers 
are from Gaza, but it 
was not immediately 

clear if they were still in 
the territory.

The PA administers 
parts of the Israeli-
occupied West Bank. 
Its forces were driven 
from Gaza when Hamas 
seized power in 2007 
and it has no power 
there.

It has little popular sup-

port or legitimacy among 
Palestinians, in part 
because it has not held 
elections in 18 years. 
Its policy of cooperat-
ing with Israel on secu-
rity matters is extremely 
unpopular and has led 
many Palestinians to 
view it as a subcontrac-
tor of the occupation.

Opinion polls in recent 
years have consistently 
found that a vast major-
ity of Palestinians want 
the 88-year-old Abbas 
to resign.

The US has called 
for a revitalised PA to 
administer postwar 
Gaza ahead of eventual 
statehood.

Israel has rejected 
that idea, saying it will 
maintain open-ended 
security control over 
Gaza and partner with 
Palestinians who are not 
affiliated with the PA or 
Hamas. It’s unclear who 
in Gaza would be willing 
to take on such a role.

White House national 
security spokesperson 
John Kirby said it was 
too early to make any 

broad assessments of 
the new Cabinet and 
whether it would deliver 
on the “credible and far-
reaching reforms” that 
the Biden administration 
has called for.

Hamas has rejected 
the formation of the new 
government as illegiti-
mate, calling instead for 
all Palestinian factions, 
including Fatah, to form 
a power-sharing govern-
ment ahead of national 
elections.

It has warned Pales-
tinians in Gaza against 
cooperating with Israel 
to administer the terri-
tory, saying anyone who 
does will be treated as 
a collaborator, which is 
understood as a death 
threat.

Palestine forms new Cabinet amid international calls 
for reform
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At least 10 dead after 
vehicle plunges into 
gorge on Jammu-Sri-

nagar highway
The exact number of casualties and the 

condition of any survivors remain unknown 
as further details are awaited.

Ready to tackle any infil-
tration attempt during 

upcoming Parliamentary 
elections: IG BSF, Kash-

mir Frontier
are deployed along the hinterland.”
 “The security grid has been strengthened 

more in view of upcoming (Parliamentary) 
elections,” the officer said, adding, “there 
always are chances of an increase in infil-
tration attempts during important events.”

 “We have done vulnerability analysis in 
view of melting of snow, which relatively 
makes the infiltration easy,” Yadav said.

Regarding the deployment, Yadav said 
that sixty-five companies have arrived in 
Kashmir valley with the special purpose 

to give an extra layer of security in view 
of elections.

Woman among 2 
absconders arrested in 

Baramulla
(JMIC) Baramulla pending with Police 

Station Boniyar against the accused per-
sons executed, and both were produced 
before the Court of Law.

“Our consistent actions against anti-social 
elements should reassure the community 
members that we are making every effort 
to keep our society free of crime. Police 
have resolved to act as per law against 
those who indulge in criminal activities,” 
police said. 

Mercury drops as rains 
drench Kashmir, MeT 

forecast more
Bhaderwah (8.6mm), Batote (4.8mm), 

Katra (3.6mm) and Jammu (1.7mm).
Regarding night temperature, he said, 

Srinagar recorded a minimum of 8.2°C 
against 9.8°C on the previous night and it 
was above normal by 2.1°C for the summer 
capital of JK for this time of the year.

Qazigund recorded a minimum of 8.4°C 
against 9.8°C on the previous night and it 
was 3.7°C above normal for the gateway 
town of Kashmir, he said.

Pahalgam recorded a low of 5.0°C, same 
as on the previous night and it was 3.4°C 
above normal for the famous resort in 
south Kashmir.

Kokernag, also in south Kashmir, record-
ed a minimum of 7.7°C against 9.1°C on 
the previous night and it was 3.0°C above 
normal, the official said.

Kupwara town recorded a low of 7.3°C 
against 9.5°C on the previous night and it 
was 2.8°C above normal there, the official 
said.

Gulmarg recorded a low of 0.4°C against 
3.0°C on the previous night and it was 
above normal by 1.2°C for the world 
famous skiing resort in north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district.

Jammu, he said, recorded a minimum of 
19.6°C and it was above normal by 3.0°C 
for the winter capital of J&K.

Banihal recorded a low of 10.4°C, Batote 
10.1°C and Bhaderwah 9.6°C, he said.

With regard to the forecast, he said, fairly 
widespread light to moderate

rain/snow/TS is expected over Jammu 
and Kashmir during next 24 hours.

On March 31, he said, partly to generally 

cloudy weather with intermittent light rain/
snow is expected at a few places. Gener-
ally dry weather has been forecast there-
after till April 5.

44 per cent of sitting Mps 
face criminal charges, 5 
per cent are billionaires: 

ADR
communal disharmony, kidnapping, and 

crimes against women.

DoT advisory against 
fraud WhatsApp calls

disconnected or their mobile numbers are 
being misused in some illegal activities.

The callers then ask citizens to com-
plete KYC and in the process acquire 
sensitive information from citizens. They 
should know that the govt doesn’t authorize 
anyone for such calls.

The DoT has also issued advisory about 
WhatsApp calls from foreign origin mobile 
numbers (like +92-xxxxxxxxxx) imperson-
ating government officials and duping the 
people.

Cyber criminals through such calls try to 
threat/steal personal information to carry 

out cyber-crime/financial frauds.
“The DoT does not authorise anyone 

to make such call on its behalf and has 
advised people to stay vigilant and asked 
not to share any information on receiving 
such calls,” the advisory said.

The DoT has advised citizens to report 
such fraud communications at ‘Chakshu-
Report Suspected Fraud Communications’ 
facility of Sanchar Saathi portal (www.
sancharsaathi.gov.in).

Such proactive reporting helps DoT in 
prevention of misuse of telecom resources 
for cyber-crime, financial frauds, etc.

Further, citizens can check the mobile 
connections in their name at ‘Know Your 
Mobile Connections’ facility of Sanchar 
Saathi portal (www.sancharsaathi.gov.in) 
and report any mobile connection not taken 
by them or not required.

The DoT has also advised citizens to 
report at cyber-crime helpline number 
1930 or www.cybercrime.gov.in in case of 
already a victim of cyber-crime or financial 
fraud.

34-yr-old man found 
dead in Soura

the family after legal proceedings, and 
police have initiated an investigation in 
this regard.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: The Provincial 
President JKNC Jammu Rattan 
Lal Gupta Adv and Jammu and 
Kashmir National Conference’s 
Minority Cell leaders warmly 
welcomed the new entrant Mrs 
Shriya Handoo grand daughter 
of Late Shri P.L Handoo former 
minister and greeted her at 
Sher-e-Kashmir Bhavan,Jammu 
today.Mr Rattan Lal Gupta Pro-
vincial President Jammu Prov-
ince welcomed Shriya Handoo 
in National Conference.

 While addressing on this occa-
sion Rattan Lal Gupta said that 
National Conference has always 
stood for the cause of Kashmiri 
Migrants and shall continue the 
same for all times to come while 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has only exploited them to the 
hilt by making hollow promises. 
He said that the BJP Govt had 
made promises to rehabilitate 
the KP migrants in the Valley but 
these proved to be a cruel joke 
as no steps were taken in this 
direction since 2014. He dared 
the BJP Govt to reveal what 

steps have been taken by it for 
employment of KP unemployed 
youth including those who are 
now barred due to their being 
over aged.

The Provincial President 
asserted that the issues con-
fronting the displaced Kashmiri 
Pandits need to be addressed on 
priority. He exhorted the central 
government to chalk out a time 
bound roadmap for their safe, 
honourable and dignified return. 

Rattan Lal asked the Govt at 
the Centre to provide appropri-
ate one time settlement compen-

sation to the over aged Kashmiri 
Pandit youth.

Bushan Lal Bhat former MLC 
reiterated that the National Con-
ference has always stood for the 
cause of Kashmiri migrants and 
shall continue its fight for their 
cause for ever. 

On this occasion Mrs Bimla 
Luthra former MLA and State 
Vice President women wing 
urged the people to support the 
National Conference, as they 
believe it is the only party that 
can fulfill the aspirations of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir 
for a brighter future.

On this occasion Shriya 
Handoo pledged to carry forward 
the mission of National Confer-
ence in transforming Jammu and 
Kashmir into a peaceful and pro-
gressive state with devotion and 
dedication.

Those who were present on this 
occasion included, Pardeep Bali 
Provincial Secretary Jammu, 
Vijay Lochan Chairman SC Cell, 
Rakesh Singh Raka Vice Presi-
dent Central Zone,  Amit Koul, 
Ashok Bhan, Jatin Bhat, Sunita 
Bhan, Surinder Bhan, Malla Ji, 
Veer Ji,  S. Tejinder Singh, Som 
Raj Taroch, Jatinder Kumar, Ajay 
Kumar and others. 

NC espouses Kashmiri Migrants’ cause, BJP 
only exploited them: Rattan Lal Gupta

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Part of the 
reproductive system in 
men, the prostate gland 
is a small walnut-shaped 
organ that produces 
seminal fluid. This fluid, 
along with the sperms 
produced in the testicles 
as well as other fluids 
made by various glands, 
make up semen. The 
prostate gland performs 
the essential function of 
keeping the sperm viable 
through its fluid, which 
is needed for successful 
conception.

However, there is a high 
chance among men of 
developing cancer in this 
organ. Prostate cancer is 
considered to be a seri-
ous issue as it can easily 
spread to nearby organs 
such as the bladder or 
rectum, as well as enter 
the bloodstream and 
affect other parts of the 

body. 
The condition can be 

tough to treat, and despite 
being aware of the risks 
several men have been 
known to ignore the early 
signs. We speak to Dr 
Mohammed Shahid Ali, 
consultant – urology, 
andrology, robotic sur-
gery and renal transplan-
tation, Manipal Hospital, 
Bangalore, about the 
warning signs, treatments 
as well as effective pre-
ventative options. 

Prostate cancer, Dr Ali 
says, ranks among the 
top five cancers in Indian 
men. According to him, 
India has witnessed a 
rise in prostate cancer 
cases due to various fac-
tors such as increasing 
life expectancy, adoption 
of Western lifestyles, 
dietary changes, and 
improved diagnostic 
methods

SRINAGAR, Mar 29 
(Agencies): A massive 
snow avalanche struck 
along the Srinagar Leh 
highway at the Hung area 
of Sonamarg in Jammu 
Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district on Friday, officials 
said.

However, there was no 
report of any casualty in 
the incident.

Two vehicles which 

were stuck in the snow 
were rescued, they said.

A police team was 
rushed to the spot to 
ascertain the situation.

Amid inclement weath-
er, Jammu and Kashmir 
Disaster Management 
Authority (JKDMA) today 
issued an avalanche 
warning in the Gander-
bal and other districts of 
the valley.

Don’t miss the signs: Spot 
early stage prostate cancer

Massive snow avalanche strikes 
Srinagar-Leh Highway at 
Sonamarg, No one injured

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Natrang Theatre Festi-
val being organised by 
Natrang in connection 
with World Theatre Day 
celebrations culminat-
ed here today with the 
presentation of Hindi 
play ‘Girgit’ directed by 
Neeraj Kant at Natrang 
Studio Theatre, Jammu 
Based on a Russian short 
Story by Anton Chekhov 
the play proved to be 
the hard hitting satire 
on the present socio-
political system. The 
adaptation of the play 
was deeply rooted in the 
soil of Jammu and its 
dramatic structure made 
the audience feel as if 
they are watching their 
own story. Every time 
the play is staged, some 
highly contemporary 
and situational aspect is 
added to it which refines 
its beauty. Natrang has 

been endeavoring to 
showcase highly relevant 
political and social satires 
and todays play demon-
strated to be the shining 
example of that.

The play Girgit revolves 
around a Dog and cor-
rupt Police Officer, who 
changes colours like a 
chameleon, every time 
as the situation chang-
es irrespective of right 
or wrong. The stage 
action starts when a Dog 
bites a pickpocket who 
approaches the officers 
to help him to roundup 
owner but in vain. A 
passerby hints that the 
dog belongs to the local 
Minister as he saw a simi-
lar dog moving around his 
Bungalow. On getting his 
clue, the officer starts 
beating the pickpocket 
for teasing a respectable 
dog. The officer claims 
that a dog of minister 
cannot bite unless and 
until forced to do so. 

While he is beating the 
pickpocket, another man 
from the crowd observes 
that the local minister 
cannot keep such dog, 
as he is known to have 
pointer-hunting dogs 
only. On this, the dog 
is thrashed and search 
continues for the owner 
of the dog to enable the 
pickpocket to claim the 
compensation. The beat-
ing of dog continues until 
a servant of the minister 
appears on the scene. 
At first he refuses to rec-
ognize the dog but later 
identifies him as the min-
ister’s brother’s dog who 
has visited from Delhi. 
Here the dog is escorted 
back home with full offi-
cial protocol.

Brijesh Avtar Sharma 
as Police Officer por-
trayed aesthetically the 
changes of colours of 
the central character who 
was equally supported 
by Aadesh Dhar as his 
subordinate. Kananpreet 
Kaur as the senior offi-
cer successfully exhib-
ited the complexities of 
the senior bureaucrats. 
Among others who gave 
impressive performances 
included Sanket Bhagat 
as thief,  Kushal Bhat as 
Minister’s Servant, Vansh 
Pandotra as Dog, Vishal 
Sharma, Priya Kashyup, 
Payal Khanna, Chaita-
naya Shekhar. The lights 
of the play were operated 
by Neeraj Kant and the 
show was coordinated by 
Mohd. Yaseen.

Top News Report

BANI, Mar 29: Former 
MP and Ex. Minister  Ch. 
Lal Singh conducted 
its canvassing for the 
parliamentary election 
20204. Ch. Lal Singh 
started a bike and car 
which started from Chal-
log and passed from 
Duggan, Baddi, Taggar, 
Loang, and culminated at 
Bani where Ch Lal Singh 
Addressed a huge gath-
ering and asked for the 
mandate. Ch.Lal Singh 
while addressing the 
gathering ,urged upon 
the people to vote for him 
en masse and promised 
that the loss which they 
suffered in the last ten 
years which include loss 
of jobs,land, property 
and even the livelihood 
of the common masses 
, shall be restored. He  
reiterated its stand of 
fighting  for  the  inter-
est  of the Dogra race 
and pledged  to  expose  
all  those  forces  inimi-
cal to  the  growth of  the  
Dogras.  While address-
ing the gathering, Ch. 
Lal Singh said that I am 
contesting elections for 
the jobs of the people of 
my area and state and 
I am struggling  for the 
protection  of the Dogra 
posterity  and will never 
be demoralized. Ch. Lal 
Singh also said the local 
issues of the people 
of his constituency will 
remain his top priority. 
While addressing the 

gathering he said that 
the water pipe scam of 
PHE will be investigated 
fairly and if the congress 
is voted to power, all the 
culprits will be behind 
the bars. He also took 
up the issue of long 
power cuts in the area. 
He said the present MP 
does not even know the 
issues of the Bani where 
long and long power 
cuts are observed and 
what to talk of the other 
issues. He called upon 
all his party workers and 
supporters to be always 
proactive and take his 

vision to every nook and 
corner and make every 
worker well versed with 
the malafide agenda of 
the present government. 
Ch. Lal Singh also while 
addressing the gathering 
also iterated his works 
as a health minister and 
forest minister like setting 
of Jambu Zoo at Nagorta. 
Other who accompanied 
Ch Lal Singh are Sh. 
Akash Bharat, Sh. Sanjay 
Rajdhan, Sh. Lekh Raj, 
Sh. Thakur Dass, Sh. 
Darshan Kumar, Sh. 
Suraj Padha, and Sh. 
Vishwal Padwal.   

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Mar 29: 
Women empowerment 
is a multifaceted con-
cept that encompasses 
various dimensions of 
life including social, eco-
nomic, political and per-
sonal aspects. 

Indian Army  strive 
to empowers women, 
by equipping them 
with knowledge, shills, 
resources and opportu-
nities to make informed 
choices, exercise their 
rights and participate 
fully in all spheres of 
society. They organized 
an awareness talk on 

Women Specific Govern-
ment schemes at JNV, 
Kotranka.

The aim of the whole 
session was to spread 
awareness among stu-
dents about various 
women empowerment 
schemes initiated by Cen-
tral/State Government 
especially for women/ 
gir ls which include 
Financial Assistance 
for Women (Integrated 
Social Security Scheme), 
Professional Training for 
Women (Mahila Samri-
dhi Yojana), Support to 
Women with Disability 
(National Handicapped 
Financial and Devel-

opment Corporation), 
Pradhan Mantri SURAJ 
Scheme, J&K Ladli 
Beti Scheme, Financial 
Assistance for Marriage 
(State Marriage Assis-
tance Scheme) etc any 
some of the important 
employment opportuni-
ties that are initiated by 
Government Sector for 
the residents of remote 
areas of J&K.

These endeavours 
by the Indian Army will 
not only aid the women 
in achieving economic 
independence but also 
ensure preservation of 
hard earned peace and 
tranquility in the region.

Natrang presents hindi 
play ‘Girgit’

Jobs, Livelihood, Land and Property 
Rights will be protected: Ch Lal Singh  

Army conducts Awareness Talk on 
‘Women Empowerment’ at Kotranka
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NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): After falling in 
the financial year 2022-23 
(FY23), India’s reliance on 
imported natural gas has 
grown notably in the first 
11 months of the current 
fiscal as consumption 
picked up amid relatively 
lower prices. The coun-
try’s import dependency 
in the case of natural gas 
in April-February was 46.1 
per cent, against 43.6 per 
cent in the corresponding 
period of FY23, as per 
latest available data with 
the oil ministry’s Petro-
leum Planning & Analysis 
Cell (PPAC). For the full 
FY23, natural gas import 
dependency was 43.9 per 
cent, down from 48.4 per 
cent in FY22.

India’s natural gas con-
sumption, and conse-
quently imports, had been 
on a growth trajectory till 
FY20, with the govern-
ment’s push to increase 
the share of the fuel in the 
country’s primary energy 
mix to 15 per cent by 
2030 from a little over 6 
per cent.

However, the pandem-
ic dampened demand, 
leading to lower imports 
in FY21. While demand 
largely recovered in 
FY22, the Ukraine war 
sent international natu-
ral gas prices soaring to 

multi-year highs in FY23. 
This led to considerable 
demand destruction as 
well as supply issues in 
India’s case, resulting in 
lower consumption as 
well as imports.

In FY24, however, inter-
national prices have been 
considerably lower than 
supernormal levels seen 
in FY23, making natural 
gas competitive again 
with alternate industrial 
fuels in India, thereby 
pushing its consumption 
as well as import. Natural 
gas is imported into India 
in its super-chilled or liq-
uefied form—liquefied 
natural gas (LNG).

Despite net domes-
tic natural gas produc-

tion growing 6 per cent 
year-on-year in April-
February to 32.65 bil-
lion cubic metres (bcm), 
high demand growth led 
to natural gas imports 
rising 17.6 per cent to 
27.93 bcm, the PPAC 
data shows. India’s total 
natural gas consump-
tion for the 11 months to 
February stood at 60.58 
bcm, up 11 per cent year-
on-year.

The fall in international 
LNG prices relative to 
previous fiscal is evident 
from the fact that despite 
a jump in LNG import 
volumes, the value of 
imports in April-February 
declined to $12 billion 
from $15.9 billion a year 

ago.
“Going forward, with 

imported LNG prices 
expected to remain range-
bound, growth in domes-
tic natural gas production 
and sizable demand from 
key user industries, natu-
ral gas consumption is 
slated to grow significant-
ly in the medium term,” 
CareEdge Ratings had 
said in a note earlier this 
month. The rating agency 
expects India’s reliance 
on imported natural gas 
to be in the range of 45 
per cent till FY26.

“Gas impor ts are 
expected to increase 
at a moderate pace in 
spite of expected growth 
in domestic production 

because consumption of 
natural gas is expected 
to outpace domestic pro-
duction. Still, imports as 
a percentage of total con-
sumption are expected 
to remain largely range-
bound during next two 
years, up to FY26. Had 
there been no growth in 
domestic gas production, 
probably dependence on 
imports would have been 
much higher,” CareEdge 
said.

The rationale behind 
the government’s push to 
increase consumption of 
natural gas in the country, 
even if it leads to higher 
imports, is rather simple. 
Natural gas is far less pol-
luting than conventional 
hydrocarbons like crude 
oil and coal, and is usu-
ally cheaper than oil, for 
which India depends on 
imports to meet over 85 
per cent of its require-
ment.

As the country moves 
towards green energy 
and future fuels, natural 
gas is seen as a key tran-
sition fuel in that journey. 
Various sectors, including 
the likes of city gas dis-
tribution, fertilizer, power 
generation, and refiner-
ies and petrochemicals, 
are seen as major growth 
areas for natural gas 
demand in India.

India’s reliance on imported natural gas 
rises to 46% during April-February period

New housing supply drops 15% 
to 69,000 units in January-March 
across top 8 cities: Report

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): New supply 
of residential properties 
fell 15 per cent during 
January-March across 
eight major cities at 
69,143 units despite high 
demand, according to 
Cushman & Wakefield.

Real estate consultant 
Cushman & Wakefield on 
Friday released the data 
for launches of residential 
properties in the primary 
(first sale) of eight major 
cities.

New supply has 
increased in Bengaluru 
and Mumbai but declined 
in Delhi-NCR, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Pune, Kol-
kata, and Ahmedabad. 
Out of the total launches 
of residential properties 
in this quarter, the high-
end and luxury segment 
had a 34 per cent share.

Listed, large and region-
ally reputed developers 
accounted for over 38 per 
cent of overall launches 
in the current quarter.

As per the data, the 
fresh supply of housing 
properties declined to 
69,143 units during Jan-
uary-March 2024 from 
81,167 units in the year-
ago period.

Among cities, the new 
supply increased in Ben-
galuru to 8,848 units from 

7,777 units. New supply 
in the Mumbai region 
increased marginally to 
19,461 units from 19,063 
units. However, the fresh 
supply of homes fell in 
Ahmedabad to 4,529 
units from 4,901 units.

Chennai witnessed a 
fall in launches to 5,490 
units from 8,144 units. 
New supply in Delhi-NCR 
plunged to 3,614 units 
from 7,813 units. Hyder-
abad saw a decline to 
11,090 units from 14,371 
units, while Kolkata wit-
nessed a fall to 4,753 
units from 5,292 units.

The new supply of resi-
dential properties in Pune 
decreased to 11,358 units 
during January-March 
2024 from 13,806 units in 
the corresponding period 
of the previous year.

Shalin Raina, Manag-
ing Director, Residential 
Services, Cushman & 

Wakefield said, “Over the 
past year, a significant 
rise in demand for high-
end and luxury proper-
ties has emerged. This 
shift reflects a change 
in homebuyers’ grow-
ing desire to invest in a 
place not only to live but 
as a high-quality asset 
that reflects their lifestyle 
aspirations.”

Furthermore, he said 
the demand for larger, 
more luxurious homes 
has attracted established 
developers, who have the 
wherewithal to deliver 
premium, customized 
living spaces.

“This trend has led to 
a surge in launches by 
established developers, 
significantly increasing 
their year-on-year contri-
bution to the residential 
market. We expect this 
momentum to continue,” 
Raina said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies) Mutual funds 
(MFs) are considered as 
one of the biggest institu-
tional investors in Indian 
stock markets. The clout 
of mutual fund industry is 
growing rapidly in Dalal 
Street with increasing 
number of new investors 
using SIP route to enter 
the equity markets. MFs 
have significant share-
holding in several Indian 
firms.

Data available from 
corporate database ACE 
Equity shows that select 
ten stocks with size-
able (over 5%) Mutual 
Fund ownership have 
surged up to 617% in 
the current financial year 
2023-24 (FY24). This is 
in sharp contrast to the 
performance of bench-
mark equity index, BSE 
Sensex, which has surged 
nearly 25% in this dura-
tion.

GE T&D India is the top 
gainer in this list. As per 
latest data MFs had a 15% 
stake in this electric equip-
ment manufacturing com-
pany. This Capital Goods 
sector stock has surged 
617% to Rs 850.55 on 
March 28, 2024 from Rs. 
118.65, a year ago.

Hence, if one had 
invested Rs 1 lakh in GE 
T&D India last year then it 
would be valued over Rs. 
6 lakh now. It has a latest 

market capitalisation of 
Rs. 21,778 crore.

It is followed by another 
Capital Goods sector 
stock Inox Wind. This 
share has gained 458% 
in FY24 to Rs. 521.45 
from Rs. 93.4. It has 
latest m-cap of Rs. 16,997 
crore. Mutual funds had 
8.94% ownership stake in 
Inox Wind.

Anand Rathi Wealth 
is at the third spot with 
357% jump in stock price 
in FY24. The share price 
rose to Rs 3691.45 on 
March 28, 2024 from 
Rs. 807.4 a year ago. It 
has a current m-cap of 
Rs. 15,441 crore. This 
Finance sector stock, 
Anand Rathi Wealth has 
over 9% mutual fund own-
ership.

REC Ltd. is at number 
four in the list. REC share 
price has jumped 290% to 
Rs. 450.8 from Rs. 115.45 
in this financial year FY24. 
This Finance sector PSU 
has 8.32% MF stake and 
has a current m-cap of 
Rs. 1.19 lakh crore.

Texmaco Rail & Engi-
neering is ranked fifth 
with stock price rising 
288% to Rs. 165 on 
March 28, 2024 from Rs. 
42.5 a year ago. This rail-
way wagon maker com-
pany has 6.59% mutual 
fund shareholding and 
Rs. 6,325 crore latest 
market cap.

Rs 1 lakh to Rs 6 lakh in a year: 
These favourite stocks of MF 
industry surged up to 617% in FY24

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Life throws financial 
curveballs, and sometimes we 
need a quick way to access 
funds. Hence, many individu-
als are turning to gold loans 
to meet diverse needs such 
as home renovations, medical 
expenses, or pursuing higher 
education. Gold loans, where 
you pledge your gold jewel-
lery as collateral, can be a 
reliable option for financing 
home renovations, education 
costs, or unexpected medi-
cal bills.

When taking a gold loan, 
you can pledge your gold 
jewellery as collateral to 
borrow funds. This gives you 
a financing choice without 
having to permanently part 
with your precious assets. 
The gold loan interest rate 
is a pivotal aspect to con-
sider when choosing to go 
for a gold loan. In the digi-
tal age, leveraging tools like 
online gold loan calculators 
becomes indispensable, pro-
viding accurate insights for 
informed decision-making.

Your financial GPS: The 
gold loan calculator

The gold loan calculator 
enables you to enter details 
like the amount you’d like to 
borrow, weight of the gold 
you’re planning to pledge as 
collateral, and tenure. Once 
you enter these details, you 
can get instant insights into 
the applicable interest rate. 
Think of it as your person-
alised financial GPS, guiding 
you towards informed deci-
sions. These calculators allow 
you to enter relevant informa-
tion like the loan amount, gold 
weight, and tenure. Instantly, 
the data transforms into valu-
able insights that illuminate 
your potential loan journey.

Unlocking the benefits of 
a gold loan calculator

The calculator enables you 
to enter essential information 
like the loan amount, gold 
weight, and tenure, providing 
instant insights into the appli-
cable interest rate. Here’s a 
look at some of the benefits of 
a gold loan calculator below:

Accurate Loan Planning: 

No more surprises! Be in 
control of your monthly inter-
est repayments, by budget-
ing effectively and allocat-
ing funds accordingly. This 
transparency ensures smooth 
sailing throughout your loan 
journey.

Tailored Repayment: Flex-
ibility is key. Compare differ-
ent amounts and gold weight 
options to discover a schedule 
for repayments that matches 
your income and spending 
habits. Choose your preferred 
interest payment frequency 
(monthly, bi-monthly, etc.) to 
further customise your expe-
rience.

Time-Saving Efficiency: 
Ditch the manual calcula-
tions and let the calculator 
take the wheel. In mere clicks, 
you’ll have the intended loan 
amounts along with the inter-
est rates, and potential repay-
ments laid before you, maxi-
mising your precious time and 
streamlining the process.

In addition to their primary 
benefits, here are some cru-
cial aspects you need to know 

about gold loan calculators:
Loan Eligibility: Gold loan 

calculators often provide 
insights into your eligibility 
based on the gold’s value. 
This helps you understand the 
loan amount you can avail of.

  Interest Rate Transpar-
ency: These calculators offer 
transparency in understand-
ing how the interest rates 
impact your repayments. You 
can experiment with different 
scenarios to find the most 
favourable rates.

Hidden Charges Aware-
ness: Some calculators may 
include features to estimate 

associated charges like pro-
cessing fees or prepayment 
penalties. Being aware of 
these hidden costs is crucial 
for accurate financial plan-
ning.

Loan- to-Value Rat io 
Understanding: Gold loan 
calculators often reveal the 
Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratio, 
indicating the percentage 
of the gold’s value you can 
borrow. Understanding this 
ratio helps in making informed 
borrowing decisions.

Impact of Gold Price Fluc-
tuations: Since gold prices 
can vary, calculators may 

show the impact of these 
fluctuations on your loan 
amount. This insight aids in 
understanding the dynamic 
nature of gold-backed loans.

How to use a gold loan 
calculator?

Utilising an online gold loan 
calculator is a straightforward 
process. Here’s how it works:

Navigate to a generic gold 
loan calculator online. Sev-
eral reputable platforms offer 
these tools

Enter your desired loan 
amount or gold weight

Choose your preferred 
repayment tenure

Click “Calculate”
Here’s what is displayed by 

the calculator once you click 
on ‘Calculate’:

Loan eligibility: The maxi-
mum amount you can borrow 
based on your gold value.

Total interest payable: The 
overall cost of borrowing 
throughout the loan period.

Detailed repayment sched-
ule: A breakdown of your 
monthly payments, including 
principal and interest.

A gold loan calculator is your 
key to unlocking informed 
gold loan borrowing. By fac-
toring in essential aspects like 
interest rates and repayment 
options, you can embark on 
your financial journey con-
fidently, and achieve your 
goals, all while keeping your 
gold assets safe and secure.

Before you take a gold 
loan, keep these consider-
ations in mind:

Carefully compare interest 
rates offered by different lend-
ers to secure the best deal

Thoroughly understand all 
terms and conditions associ-
ated with the loan

Choose a reputable lender 
with transparent practices 
and customer support

Don’t let financial uncer-
tainties dim your brilliance. 
Leverage the power of a gold 
loan calculator and borrow 
wisely. With informed deci-
sions and careful planning, 
you can unlock the potential 
of your gold assets and navi-
gate your financial path with 
confidence.

KOCHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies) The Japan 
Aerospace Explora-
tion Agency (JAXA) on 
Thursday confirmed that 
its SLIM Moon lander 
survived two lunar nights 
without its instruments 
freezing. The Smart 
Lander for Investigat-
ing Moon launched in 
September last year and 
landed on the Moon on 
January 19. It was able 
to do something that 
ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 
could not — not once but 
twice.

SLIM’s landing made 
Japan just the fifth coun-
try in the world to soft-
land a spacecraft on the 
Moon after the United 

States, the Soviet Union, 
China and India. But it 
was not exactly a walk 
in the park — the 200 
kilogram lander actu-
ally landed on its nose 
that day and it went dark 
shortly after since it was 
not in a great position for 
its solar panels to har-
vest sunlight. But it came 
back to life again on Jan-
uary 28, and it went on to 
gather science data.

Shortly after that, JAXA 
teams put the lander in 
hibernation mood ahead 
of its first lunar winter. 
SLIM had already suc-
ceeded with its main mis-
sion objectives — dem-
onstrate a soft-landing, 
collect science data and 

deploy two small rovers. 
And it was expected that 
its instruments would not 
survive the harsh lunar 
night when temperatures 
can be below minus hun-
dred degrees Celsius. 
But it survived the lunar 
night not once but twice, 
according to a JAXA post 
on X, formerly Twitter.

“According to the 
acquired data, some 
temperature sensors 
and unused battery cells 
are starting to malfunc-
tion, but the majority of 
functions that survived 
the first lunar night was 
maintained even after 
the second lunar night,” 
said a post shared by the 
agency on the platform.

MUMBAI, Mar 29 
(Agencies) The govern-
ment on Friday (March 
29) advised investors to 
diversify their investment 
across different assets 
as it can help minimise 
risks, but does not com-
pletely eliminate negative 
returns.

The advisory, posted as 
“reality check” on social 
media platform X, was 
issued by Investor Edu-
cation and Protection 
Fund Authority (IEPFA), 
which comes under the 
Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MCA) and was 
also shared by the Min-
istry of Finance.

The ministry also said 
that investors should 
keep reviewing their 
financial plans to align 
with their financial goals.

“#Diversif ication is 
about spreading your 
investments across dif-
ferent assets to reduce 
risk, not eliminating it 
entirely. Stay informed 
and make smart invest-
ment decisions,” accord-
ing to a social media 
message on X (formerly 
Twitter) by Investor Edu-
cation and Protection 
Fund Authority (IEPFA), 
which was retweeted by 
the Finance Ministry.

Diversification is about 

spreading your invest-
ments across different 
assets to reduce risk, 
not eliminating it entirely. 
Stay informed and make 
smart investment decis 
ions.

The message said a 
diversified investment 
strategy can mitigate 
certain risks, it cannot 
completely eliminate the 
potential for negative 
returns.

Another tweet which 
was reposted by the 
Finance Ministry said 
that investors should 
review their financial plan 
to ensure it aligns with 
their goals and adjust 
as needed. As part of 
financial awareness and 
finance wellbeing, inves-
tors should regularly edu-
cate themselves about 
personal finance con-
cepts and trends.

According to the tweet, 
the five mantras of per-
sonal finance are income, 
controlled expenditure, 
savings, investments and 
protection.

Over the last few 
weeks, market regula-
tors have issued several 
advisories for investors 
amid concerns of a 
bubble in small and mid-
cap stocks. Stocks of 
small companies listed 

on the exchanges have 
started to show signs of 
becoming bubbles which, 
upon bursting, can badly 
impact investors — and 
regulators have sounded 
the warning bells.

Securities and com-
modity market regulator 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) had 
said there is evidence 
of price manipulation in 
the initial public offer-
ings (IPOs) and trading 
in the shares of small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), and the apex 
body of mutual funds 
(MFs), the Association 
of Mutual Funds of India 
(AMFI), last month asked 
fund managers to act 
proactively to protect the 
interests of investors.

Investor Education and 
Protection Fund Authority 
(IEPFA) was established 
in September 2016 by 
the government for the 
administration of Investor 
Education and Protection 
Fund.

The authority is also 
entrusted with the 
responsibility of making 
refunds of shares, 
unclaimed dividends, 
matured deposits/deben-
tures etc to investors and 
to promote awareness 
among investors.

Gold Loans Unveiled: Your Guide to Smart Borrowing with an Online Calculator

Japan’s SLIM moon lander survives 
another lunar night against all odds

‘Diversified investment strategy can 
minimise risk, cannot completely 
eliminate it’: Corporate Affairs Ministry
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Rift widens as CEO appointment 
issue stalls IOA’s executive meeting

NEW DELHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The dis-
agreement between 
Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA) president PT 
Usha and the executive 
committee members 
over the appointment 
of Raghuram Iyer as 
the body’s CEO is far 
from getting resolved. 
In fact, the relationship 
between the president 
and the members has 
only become more frac-
tious.

The emergency meet-
ing of the executive 
committee called to 
decide on the change 
of the name of the 
bank signatory ended 
without a compro-
mise. The executive 
— treasurer Sahdev 
Yadav, vice-presidents 
Rajlaxmi Singh Deo 
and Gagan Narang, 
and executive council 
members Yogeshwar 
Dutt, Amitabh Sharma, 
Bhupender Singh 
Bajwa and Lt Gen (retd) 
Harpal Singh — stalled 
the meeting over Iyer’s 

appointment.
It all started with the 

majority opposing vid-
eography at the meet-
ing, insisting that it was 
wrong. The next objec-
tion was over IOA direc-
tor George Mathew writ-
ing the minutes as they 
insisted that Sharma 
has been tasked with 
the job.

The contention from 
the opposing mem-
bers was that since 
Iyer’s appointment was 
rejected there was no 
point in discussing the 
change of the bank 
signatory, which would 
mean giving all powers 
to the CEO.

However, Usha did 
not budge on the issue 
and insisted that Iyer’s 
appointment was done 
by a fair process.

Chef de mission selec-
tion

Another issue that all 
but ended the meeting 
was the announcement 
of Mary Kom as the chef 
de mission for the Paris 

Olympics, with Shiva 
Keshavan chosen as 
her deputy. As was 
in the case of Iyer’s 
appointment, their con-
tention was that none 
within the executive 
committee was con-
sulted.

Table Tennis ace 
Sharath Kamal being 
named as the flagbear-
er for the Olympics was 
also questioned. How-
ever, Usha made it clear 
that the appointments 
were fair, adding that in 
Keshavan’s case, the 
luger has a good work-
ing relationship with the 
International Olympic 
Committee and was 
suited to put forward 
IOA’s point of view.

Interestingly, the 
appointments were 
not part of the agenda 
items that were to be 
discussed in today’s 
meeting. In all, there 
were eight items to be 
discussed — includ-
ing the change of the 
signatory, the prepara-
tion status for the Paris 
Games and the IOA’s 
affiliation policy — but 
most could not be dis-
cussed because of the 
standoff over the CEO’s 
appointment. In the end, 
the opposing members 
only confirmed the 
minutes of the meeting 
that was held in Goa 
in October and chose 
not to confirm today’s 
agenda.

BENGALURU, Mar 29 (Agen-
cies): Kolkata have travelled to 
Bengaluru to play their second 
group stage game of the Indian 
Premier League 2024 season. 
Gautam Gambhir and co. will 
be looking to break the home 
team jinx in this season, having 
reached Bengaluru with a sen-
sational arsenal of bowlers. Set 
to be played at the M Chinnas-
wamy Stadium, KKR will back 
their veteran stars Sunil Narine 
and Andre Russell to deliver 
against the batting might of 
Faf du Plessis, Virat Kohli and 
Glenn Maxwell.

Out of the 9 matches played in 
the first week of Indian Premier 
League, all of them have been 
won by home teams. KKR in 
their tournament opener against 
SunRisers Hyderabad narrowly 
escaped defeat at Eden Gar-
dens and will hope to make 
things a little more dominant this 
time around. The focus will be 
on the Caribbean duo of Rus-
sell and Narine, who once again 
turned out to be the hero of the 
franchise. While Russell played 
a knock for the ages hitting 64* 
off just 25 balls, Narine bowled a 
spell of 4-0-19-1 in a match that 
aggregated a total of 412 runs.

Faf du Plessis’ Bengaluru on 
the other hand will look to make 
the best use of the home advan-
tage. They will also be desper-

ate to see Glenn Maxwell and 
Rajat Patidar return to form. 
RCB’s biggest asset might once 
again be Virat Kohli, who played 
a brilliant 77-run innings against 
Punjab Kings and anchored the 
team to a win. After the game, 
Kohli said that he was not fin-
ished yet and would be looking 
to ignite that fire once again.

GAMBHIR VS KOHLI ON 
CARDS?

Things got a little heated when 
Kohli met Gambhir last time in 
the Indian Premier League 
2024. Will the duo avoid each 
other or will they clash once 
again? This certainly will be one 
of the most awaited moments in 
the IPL this season.

RCB vs KKR: Head-to-Head
Kolkata and Bengaluru have 

played 32 matches in between 

them with KKR being slightly 
ahead by 18-14 margin. But 
more importantly, while playing 
at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium, 
KKR fare better than Bengaluru 
and have won 7 matches out of 
a total of 11 played between the 
two sides.

RCB vs KKR: Team news
Both KKR and RCB will be 

happy with how some of their 
players showed up. After their 
loss in the opening game, RCB’s 
Virat Kohli and Yash Dayal put in 
truly superstar performances in 
their match vs Punjab Kings and 
dragged the game back from a 
disadvantageous position.

2024 IPL Full Schedule
On the other hand, KKR will 

be extremely pleased with their 
veteran Caribbean duo Sunil 
Narine and Andre Russell deliv-

ering two stellar performances 
in their epic win against Hyder-
abad.

RCB vs KKR: Bengaluru pitch 
conditions

The pitch at the M Chinnaswa-
my Stadium in Bengaluru was 
not a run of the mill flat batting 
track. The pitch was sticky and 
it was tough for the batters to 
put away bowlers with ease. If 
the deck plays the same, KKR 
are likely to be in a much better 
position than Bengaluru. KKR’s 
sensational bowling attack might 
just turn out to be the point of dif-
ference in Bengaluru on Friday 
evening.

RCB vs KKR: Predicted XIs
RCB Predicted XI: Faf du Ples-

sis (c), Virat Kohli, Rajat Pati-
dar, Glenn Maxwell, Cameron 
Green, Dinesh Karthik, Anuj 
Rawat (wk), Mayank Dagar, 
Alzarri Joesph, Mohammed 
Siraj, Yash Dayal.

Impact Player: Mahipal Lomror
KKR Predicted XI: Phil Salt 

(wk), Venkatesh Iyer, Shreyas 
Iyer (c), Nitish Rana, Raman-
deep Singh, Rinku Singh, Andre 
Russell, Sunil Narine, Mitchell 
Starc, Harshit Rana, Varun 
Chakravarthy.

Impact Player: Suyash 
Sharma.

IPL 2024: RCB vs KKR: Virat Kohli, Andre Russell in 
focus as teams look for momentum

Kolkata are set to face Bengaluru at the M Chinnaswamy stadium on Friday. With 
veterans Virat Kohli and Andre Russell having set the stage on fire early in the 

tournament there’s a lot to look forward to win the game.

JAIPUR, Mar 29 (Agencies): 
Young Riyan Parag showed 
why he is considered a preco-
cious talent as he struck a stun-
ning 84 not out off 45 balls to set 
up a 12-run win for Rajasthan 
Royals against Delhi Capitals 
in their IPL match here.

Sent in to bat, RR were 
reduced to 36 for 3 in the eighth 
over but the 22-year-old Parag 
single-handedly took the home 
side to 185 for 5 with a magnifi-
cent unbeaten knock studded 
with seven fours and six sixes.

Parag, who was promoted to 
number 4 by the team manage-
ment this season and made 43 
in the previous match, took 25 
runs off veteran South African 
pacer Anrich Nortje with scores 
of 4, 4, 6, 4, 6, 1 in the final over 
to hit his highest T20 score.

Chasing 186 for a win, DC 
could only manage 173 for 5 in 
20 overs though South African 
youngster Tristan Stubbs (44 
not out off 23 balls) kept them 
in the hunt till the final over from 
which they needed 17 runs.

Avesh Khan conceded just 
four runs to help RR win their 
second consecutive match.

South African pacer Nandre 
Burger and Yuzvendra Chahal 
took two wickets apiece to also 
contribute in the RR win.

“Definitely disappointed. The 
best thing to do from here is to 
learn from it. The bowlers did 
well through the 15-16 overs. 

But the batters did well at the 
death, hopefully we do better 
in the next game,” DC skipper 
Rishabh Pant said.

DC were reduced to 34 for 2 
in the fourth over with Burger 
taking two wickets in three balls 
in a fine display of fast bowling.

Burger, who was brought in 
as Impact Sub for Shimron Het-
myer, dismissed opener Mitch-
ell Marsh (23 off 12 balls) and 
Ricky Bhui (0) in the fourth over.

DC captain Rishabh Pant 
came out to bat at the fall of 
Bhui’s wicket and along with 
senior batter David Warner built 
the innings without taking too 
much risk. Delhi were 89 for 2 
at the halfway stage.

Warner was the more aggres-
sive one as he got the boundar-
ies to keep DC in the hunt. The 
senior Australian batter fell one 
run short of his fifty courtesy a 
brilliant diving catch by Sandeep 

Sharma off the bowling of Avesh 
in the 12th over.

Warner and Pant were involved 
in a crucial 67-run partnership 
for the third wicket.

Playing in his 100th IPL match 
and 14 months after a horrible 
car crash, Pant tried to build the 
innings with occasional bound-
aries. But he got out for a 26-ball 
28 as Chahal induced a faint 
lower edge for Sanju Samson 
to do the rest behind the stumps 
in the 14th over.

The asking rate shot up to 
more than 13 runs an over and 
DC needed 66 from the last five 
overs.

Stubbs kept DC in the game 
with two consecutive sixes off 
Ravichandran Ashwin in the 
17th over, but in the end the 
Delhi side were short by 12 
runs. 

They needed 34 runs from the 
final two overs which they could 

not get. It was DC’s second con-
secutive loss.

Earlier, Parag shared 54 
and 52 runs respectively with 
Ravichandran Ashwin (29) and 
Dhruv Jurel (20) after RR made 
a shaky start.

Royals captain Samson struck 
three consecutive boundaries in 
the fourth over bowled by pacer 
Mukesh Kumar before nicking 
a Khaleel Ahmed delivery two 
overs later to Pant to get out for 
15. 

RR were 30 for 2 by then as 
Mukesh had given DC their first 
breakthrough with the wicket of 
Yashasvi Jaiswal (5).

The Royals were in more trou-
ble after wrist spinner Kuldeep 
Yadav literally forced his cap-
tain Pant to take a review, which 
later proved to be successful, to 
dismiss Englishman Jos Buttler 
for an LBW decision.

Ashwin came out to bat at 
number five and he lofted a Kul-
deep delivery for a six to help 
RR reach 58 for 3 at halfway 
stage. He gave Nortje even a 
harsher treatment with two sixes 
in the next over that yielded 15 
runs.

Ashwin, however, holed out to 
Tristan Stubbs near the bound-
ary ropes for a 19-ball 29.

Parag then made his presence 
felt, striking two boundaries and 
a six off Ahmed to take RR past 
100 in the 15th over.

IPL 2024: Parag’s magnificent 84 sets up RR’s 
12-run win over DC

MADRID, Mar 29 
(Agencies): Star Indian 
shuttler PV Sindhu 
continued her impres-
sive run at the Madrid 
Spain Masters, advanc-
ing to the quarterfinals 
with a comfortable 
straight-game win over 
Chinese Taipei’s Huang 
Yu-Hsun. Sindhu was 
hardly tested by the Tai-
wanese qualifier, ranked 
world No. 63, resulting 
in a 21-14 21-12 win in 
36 minutes. The former 
world champion, who 
finished runner-up in 
the last edition, will take 
on sixth seed Supanida 
Katethong of Thailand 
next. Katethong defeat-
ed Japan’s Natsuki Nid-
aira 21-13 14-21 21-17.

In the opening game, 
Sindhu was 3-0 up ini-
tially but then entered a 
phase where she often 
found the net or went 
long while her rival pro-
duced some precise 
returns to grab a 11-10. 
The Indian, however, 
produced a better show 
after resumption, taking 
a 18-12 cushion with 
Yu-Hsun making errors. 
She soon grabbed eight 
game points, wasted 
two of them before seal-
ing the opening game 

with her trademark 
smash.

After the change 
of sides, Yu-Hsun 
struggled to control 
the shuttle as her lifts 
repeatedly went long. 
The Taiwanese shuttler 
tried to use her drops 
and placements but she 
didn’t have power in her 
smashes. The result 
was Sindhu quietly 
waited for her opponent 
to commit errors. Soon 
she had a five-point 
advantage at the break. 
Every time Yu-Hsun 
tried to extend the ral-
lies, she ended up with 
unforced errors. Soon 
a smash handed eight 
match points to Sindhu 
and she wrapped it up 

when her opponent 
caught the net again.

MR Arjun and Dhruv 
Kapila entered the 
men’s doubles quarter-
finals with a 21-17 21-19 
win over Scotland’s 
Christopher Grimley and 
Matthew Grimley. 

The mixed doubles 
pair of B Sumeeth 
Reddy and N Sikki 
Reddy entered the quar-
terfinals with a 22-20 
21-18 win over USA’s 
Presley Smith and Alli-
son Lee. In women’s 
doubles, Tanisha Crasto 
and Ashwini Ponnappa 
made it to the last-
eight after notching up 
a 21-14 21-8 win over 
Tiffany Ho and Gronya 
Somerville of Australia.

Madrid masters: Patient PV 
Sindhu eases into quarters

KARACHI, Mar 29 
(Agencies): The Paki-
stan Cricket Board 
(PCB) on Fr iday 
announced the sched-
ule for Pakistan’s tour 
of Ireland for a three-
match T20I series. The 
matches, which are set 
for May 10, 12, and 14, 
will take place on Castle 
Avenue in Dublin.

The series is part of 
Pakistan’s 12-match 
preparation for the T20 
World Cup in the United 
States and the West 
Indies. Before Pakistan 
leaves for Ireland, New 
Zealand arrives in Paki-
stan in April to play five 

T20Is, the first of which 
is on April 18.

The final game will 
take place on April 27. 
Following that, Pakistan 
will embark on a four-
T20I tour of England, 
which begins on May 22.

Pakistan’s last visit to 

Ireland was during the 
hosts’ inaugural Test 
match in 2018. That was 
also the last time the two 
teams clashed in a vari-
ety of formats.

Pakistan was set to 
play Ireland in two T20Is 
in Dublin in July 2020, 

however, they were 
postponed because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Ireland, meanwhile, 
will enter the T20Is 
against Pakistan after 
losing the ODI and T20I 
series against Afghani-
stan in the UAE earlier 
this month, albeit they 
did earn a historic first 
Test win in Abu Dhabi to 
begin off the tour.

Pakistan and Ireland 
are building up to the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in 
June, and will meet each 
other on June 16 in the 
first Group Stage of the 
tournament.

Ireland To Host Pakistan For Three-Match 
T20I Series In MayCHENNAI, Mar 29 

(Agencies): Training 
has been as per plan 
and as things stand, 
he is fit and raring to 
go. Olympic and world 
champion Neeraj 
Chopra is expected to 
begin his season at Dia-
mond League like last 
year. Neeraj himself 
announced his decision 
on the Doha Diamond 
League website.

With Olympics in July-
August, this is going 
be a crucial year and 
pacing his events would 
be critical as well. In 
short, he would be look-
ing to remain injury-free 
and fresh by the time 
javelin qualification day 

on August 6 and final on 
August 8. He finished 
first at Doha last year.

World No 1 Neeraj 
told the DL website, 
“Last year my dream 
was to win the World 
Championships, but 
to have three Indian 
athletes competing in 
the final — that shows 
we’re progressing as a 
nation.” Joining him at 
the DL will be Kishore 
Jena, who finished fifth 
at the World Champion-
ships last year.

The 26-year-old also 
said that his sole aim 
would be to defend 
his Olympic crown he 
secured in deferred 
Tokyo Games three 

years ago. “This year, 
my personal goal is to 
defend my Olympic title, 
but it would also mean 
a lot to me to break the 
90m barrier,” he said. 

“The Doha Meeting, 
with good conditions 
and a great atmosphere, 
is a perfect opportunity 
to get my season off to 
the best start.”

Neeraj set to start season at Doha DL
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: Arni 
University (AU), at the 
forefront of champi-
oning social causes, 
recently orchestrated a 
two-day bike rally with a 
dual mission: spreading 
awareness on “Say NO 
to Drugs” and advocat-
ing for women empower-
ment. Led by Mr. Vivek 
Singh, Chancellor of Arni 
University, the rally wit-
nessed active participa-
tion from a diverse group 
of individuals, including 
100 bike riders, of which 
30 were women. A large 
number of students and 
faculty were from J&K.

Along with Kashmiri 
faculty Mehr Un Nisa, 
Dr. Neha Salaria, Ms. 
Monica Thakur, Dr. 
Gurvinder Singh, along 
with faculty member 
Mr. Mayank Sharma, 
and students Kunal, 
Sheeran, Gulshan, and 
Tauseef, played piv-
otal roles in organizing 
and executing the rally, 

ensuring its resounding 
success.

The rally, with its 
strong emphasis on drug 
prevention and women 
empowerment, served 
as a platform to galva-
nize community support 
and drive home impor-
tant societal messages. 
The active involvement 
of women riders, com-
prising nearly one-third 
of the total participants, 
underscored AU’s com-

mitment to gender 
equality and inclusivity.

Commencing from 
Chandigarh, the rally 
embarked on a sym-
bolic journey, culminat-
ing at Khatkar Kalan, 
a village renowned for 
its memorial honoring 
Bhagat Singh, a revered 
figure in India’s freedom 
struggle. Vivek Singh, 
leading the rally, empha-
sized the importance of 
societal values and col-

lective action in combat-
ing substance abuse. He 
remarked, “The bike rally 
serves as a powerful 
reminder of the values 
we cherish as a society. 
It’s heartening to see the 
community come togeth-
er to promote positive 
messages and honor the 
heroes of our nation.”

The rally continued 
its course to the Arni 
Universi ty campus, 
where an enthusiastic 

reception awaited the 
bikers, highlighting the 
unity and support from 
students towards the 
cause. The subsequent 
day saw the rally travers-
ing through Pathankot-
Nurpur-Dharamshala, 
attracting signif icant 
attention and participa-
tion at each stop.

At Dharamshala, the 
rally reached its zenith, 
with nearly 1000 people 
gathering to welcome 
the riders. Among the 
distinguished speakers 
addressing the crowd 
was Dr. Kshama Metre, 
popularly known as 
Doctor Didi, and a recipi-
ent of the esteemed 
Padma Shri award. 
Flagging off the rally, 
Dr. Metre underscored 
the importance of redi-
recting energies towards 
constructive endeavors, 
stating, “Addiction, when 
directed towards sports, 
education, or nation-
building activities, holds 
the key to individual and 
societal progress.”

Arni University’s Bike Rally passes on Strong 
Messages- ‘ Say No to Drugs’ and Empower Women

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: Ghou-
Manhassan’s Ward No. 
5 resident Shammi 
Kumar has constructed 
his pacca house with the 
financial assistance he 
received under PMAY 
scheme.

Shammi gave credit to 
Ex Dy Chairman, Munic-
ipal Committee Ghou-
Manhassan  Krishan Lal 
Kaith who helped him a 
lot in obtaining the afore-
said financial assistance.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Krishan Lal Kaith 
said, “The Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana 
(PMAY) is a housing 
initiative launched by 
the Government of India 

in 2015 with the aim of 
providing af fordable 
housing to all citizens. 
The scheme targets the 
shortage of affordable 
housing in India, par-
ticularly in urban areas, 
by of fering f inancial 
assistance to those who 
cannot afford their own 
home. Under the PMAY 
scheme, eligible ben-
eficiaries can access 
interest subsidies on 
home loans and direct 
f inancial assistance 
for the construction of 
houses.”

Among others pres-
ent on the construction 
site include Messrs Tilak 
Raj, Madan Lal, Kartar 
Chand, Rajesh Kumar 
and Raj Mistry.

Ghou-Manhassan resident Shammi 
Kumar constructs home with 
assistance under PMAY scheme Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 29: Milind 
Shukla, Final Year Stu-
dent, School of Mechani-
cal Engineering present-
ed a full length paper on 
Electric Vehicles (EVs) 
under the category of 
Energy Applications and 
Management in Inter-
national Conference on 
Materials and Energy 
Science (ICMES-2024) 
organized by Department 
of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Aditya Engineering 
College (affiliated with 
Jawaharlal Nehru Tech-
nological University Kaki-
nada, Andhra Pradesh). 
The aim of ICMES was to 
bring together industrial-
ists, academicians, and 
researchers to exchange 
and share their experi-

ences and hard-earned 
technological advance-
ments and applications in 
modern industries. Grow-
ing concerns about mate-
rials, energy security, and 
climate change have 
sparked interest in har-
nessing new and renew-
able energy sources to 
address critical issues in 
engineering applications. 

Milind Shukla’s suc-
cessful participation in 

ICMES 24 is a notable 
milestone in his aca-
demic journey, setting 
an example for future stu-
dents and highlighting the 
University’s commitment 
to promoting research 
and scholarly endeav-
ours. This achievement 
not only highlights Milind 
Shukla’s commitment 
but also emphasizes the 
high academic standards 
upheld by the School of 
Mechanical Engineering, 
SMVDU. 

This achievement 
reflects his dedication 
and the quality of his 
research, and serves as 
a testament to the rigor-
ous academic standards 
and opportunities pro-
vided by the School of 
Mechanical Engineering 
at SMVDU.

Top News Report

JAMMU , Mar 29: The 
Sr. AAP, leader,  Kuldeep 
Kumar Rao, in a state-
ment issued here said 
that the BJP & so called 
Independent Institutions 
exposed in BJP-led 
centre’s Electoral bond 
Scheme. 

The Electoral bond 
issue will gain much 
more momentum than 
what it is today in social 
media.

 Everybody now under-
stands that it is not only 
the biggest scam in India 
but it is the biggest scam 
in the world. Because of 
this issue, this govern-
ment will, be severely 
punished by the elec-
torates. The BJP has 
remained the major ben-
eficiary of the electoral 
bonds as per the data 
available on the official 
website of the Election 
Commission of India. 
The BJP received the 
maximum amount via 
electoral bonds at 6986 
crore between April 12, 
2019 & Feb 15, 2024.

  The Supreme Court, 
in a ruling in Feb, struck 
down the Modi-led-
centre’s Electoral bond 
scheme, which allowed 
for anonymous funding 
to political Parties and 
ordered the state Bank 
of India to stop issu-

ing electoral bonds, He 
further said that as per 
social media report 41 
companies facing probe 
by CBI, ED & the Income 
Tax departments gave 
2,471 crores to the BJP 
through Electoral bonds 
and 1698 crore of it was 
donated after raids by 
these agencies. The gov-
ernment first conducted 
raids by these agencies 
while running extortion 
racket on the companies 
and later forced them to 
give election donations 
through electoral bonds. 

The government has 
looted the country under 
the slogan that you give 
us donation through 
electoral bonds and we 
will give you business. 
He further said that an 
undeclared emergency 
like situation has arisen 
in the country & the BJP 
is trying to eliminate 
the opposition Parties. 
BJP can arrest Kejriwal 
but not his Ideas & his 
popularity in the country 
in Particular & outside 

country in general.
He further expressed 

great surprise & con-
cern over continuous 
& organized attack on 
small traders, farmers, 
laborers’, un-employed 
youths, workers etc by 
the ruling dispensation 
encouraging by Corpo-
rate Houses by way of 
selling them the property 
of the Nation earned by 
our National Heroes be 
it Railways, Air Ports, 
Highways, LIC, BSNL, 
Banks, HAL, Hospitals, 
Refineries, privatizing 
so many profit earn-
ing public units.  He 
said that people were 
smartly befooled in 2014 
& 2019 Parliamentary 
elections, promising 2 
crore jobs every year, 
removing corruption, 
decriminalization of poli-
tics, lowering prices of 
Diesel, Petrol, domestic 
gas, sand, Bajri, stones, 
making 100 smart cities, 
running of Bullet trains,  
constructing 1 model vil-
lage in each constituency 
every year etc, he said 
and added that enough 
is enough now and that 
all the people can’t  be 
befooled for all the time 
as the people have seen 
through the game of 
polarization, of all tra-
ditional Political Parties 
so called the savior of 
Hindus & Muslims. 

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Mar 29: 
Under the  guidance 
of Principal Prof. Dr. 
Romesh Kumar Gupta 
and in supervision of 
NSS POs Dr. Gurpreet 
Kaur and Prof. Sanjeet 
Singh, NSS Units of GDC 
Udhampur conducted the 
Promise campaign under 
the theme “Mera Pehla 
Vote Desh Ke Liye “.

As the Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024 are around 
the corner and they will 
act as catalyst to build 
and strengthen  the pil-
lars of democracy hence 
each and every stake-
holder who is eligible to 
participate must ensure 
his contribution to this 
important national festi-
val  hence

GDC Udhampur orga-
nized a massive aware-
ness campaign among 

the students to make 
them aware and train as 
well to be the messen-
gers of democracy and 
spread the message of 
the theme to the rela-
tives, friends and the rest 
of the community about 
the importance of vote 
and its valuable contri-
bution in nation building.  

The event started with 
an eloquent message 
from the principal of the 
college in which he said 
to  the students and the 
staff about the impor-
tance of vote. 

He elaborated that the 
voice of youth should 
clearly outline the pri-
orities of young people 
and the nation to build a 
strong foundation which 
can accommodate all 
the classes of society to 
march to progress. 

He added that a vote 
to an intelligent, honest 

and rationale  person can 
uplift the overall health 
of the nation and bring 
prosperity among the 
masses. 

The faculty members 
also expresses their 
views and exhorted upon 
the students to create a 
path of progress for the 
nation by choosing and 
appropriate and genuine 
candidate  for the better-
ment of the nation. 

Those who expressed 
their views were Prof. 
Anil Thappa, Prof. Rajesh 
Singh Manhas, Dr. 
Sanjay Singh, Dr. Ujjwal 
Gupta, 

More than 150 NSS 
Volunteers and other stu-
dents of different streams 
and semesters joined the 
promise campaign near 
main gate.  

The program was held 
under the coordination of  
Dr. Jagjeet Singh.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29:  
Jammu and Kashmir 
Border Area Develop-
ment Conference (JK-
BADC), a registered 
organization dedicated 
to the welfare of border 
residents and tribal com-
munities in J&K has 
expressed grave concern 
over the escalating pollu-
tion levels in the border 
areas, particularly in the 
district of Poonch. 

The organization high-
lights the lack of scien-
tific measures for the dis-
posal of solid, liquid, and 
bio waste in the district, 
pointing out the detrimen-
tal impact on both the 
environment and public 
health.

Repeated appeals to 

the responsible authori-
ties and officers have 
fallen on deaf ears, 
alleges the BADC. Con-
sequently, the organiza-
tion is now contemplating 
approaching the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) to 
address this pressing 
issue. 

The statement issued 
by BADC emphasizes 
the dire consequences of 
inaction, citing the diver-
sion of polluted water 
and Nallahs directly into 
rivers and natural water 
bodies, further exacer-
bating the pollution crisis.

Dr. Shahzad Ahmed 
Malik, Chairman of 
BADC and former Vice 
Chancellor, reiterates the 
organization’s demand 
for the establishment 
of additional municipal 

bodies in the district and 
a comprehensive anti-
pollution campaign. He 
underscored the para-
mount importance of 
environmental protec-
tion, asserting that BADC 
is committed to this 
cause and will not hesi-
tate to seek intervention 
from NGT to safeguard 
the well-being of border 
residents and tribal com-
munities.

The BADC urges swift 
action from relevant 
authorities and empha-
sizes the urgency of 
implementing effective 
waste disposal strategies 
to mitigate the environ-
mental degradation and 
health hazards plagu-
ing Poonch and other 
border areas of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: 
Leader of the Hindu 
nationalist  Guruji Raju 
Chandel, addressed the 
press today, expressing 
his views on the current 
political scenario. 

He stated that in this 
modern age, just as Modi 
represents Lord Ram, 
the Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, Yogi Aditya-
nath, embodies the spirit 
of Lord Parshuram. 

However, despite their 
commitment to eradi-
cating terrorism and 
criminal elements, some 
nefarious individuals 
continue to challenge 
their dedication. Nota-
bly, Atik Ahmed, followed 
by Mukhtar Ansari, and 
now possibly Ajam Khan, 
have emerged as threats 
to the state’s security.

Chandel emphasized 
the signif icance of 
Uttar Pradesh’s suc-
cessful warrior, Tejasvi 
Parshuram, who has 

relent lessly fought 
against the mafia, terror-
ists, and extremist ele-
ments. 

With Yogi Adityanath 
at the helm as the Chief 
Minister, Uttar Pradesh 
has made significant 
strides in neutralizing 
these anti-social ele-
ments.

 The day is not far when 
the sacred land of Uttar 
Pradesh will no longer 
give birth to any mafia 
or radical extremist, 
transforming into a city 
renowned for its saints 
and sages. Prosperity 
will flourish, and develop-
ment will thrive, thereby 
eradicating terrorism and 
extremism from its roots.

Chandel highlighted 
one incident that dem-
onstrates the unyield-
ing commitment of Yogi 
Adityanath’s administra-
tion. 

Recently, in a district of 
Uttar Pradesh, a fanatic 
extremist brutally killed 
two innocent children. 
However, thanks to the 
swift and just action taken 
by Yogi’s forces, the per-
petrator was immediately 
brought to justice, facing 
the consequences for his 
heinous act.

Chandel expressed 
his belief that today, 
before committing any 
crime in Uttar Pradesh, 
criminals think a hundred 
times, for they know that 
Yogi’s story will not have 
a favourable ending for 
them. The recent inci-
dent serves as a testa-
ment to the prompt and 
decisive actions that 
Yogi’s administration 
undertakes to ensure 
justice prevails in the 
state.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 29: Apni 
Party President, Syed 
Mohammed Altaf Bukhari 
has grieved over the loss 
of ten lives, mostly non-
local labourers’, in a tragic 
road accident near Battery 
Chashma in Ramban Dis-
trict on Jammu-Srinagar 
Highway.

“I extend my heartfelt 
condolences to the family 
members, who have lost 
their loved ones, in the 
road mishap when a pas-
senger vehicle plunged 
into a gorge near Battery 
Chashma while travelling 
towards Srinagar,” said 
Altaf Bukhari in his con-
dolence message.

He demanded immedi-
ate eviction of the injured 
persons in the road acci-
dent site, and free of cost 
medical treatment to the 
injured persons.

“The administration 
should release the com-
pensation in favour of 
the next of kins of the 
deceased persons,” he 
said while extending 
solidarity on behalf of the 
Party leaders.

Meanwhile, Vice Presi-
dent of the Party, and 
former Minister, Aijaz 
Ahmed Khan has also 
expressed shock over 
the road accident and 
demanded airlifting of the 
critically injured persons 

to the hospitals in Jammu 
and Srinagar.

He demanded that the 
administration should 
order a probe into the 
road mishap which has 
consumed ten lives.

Whereas, the General 
Secretary of the Party, 
Syed Asgar Ali also 
expressed his condo-
lences.

He said that the widen-
ing work is in progress 
on the Jammu-Srinagar 
Highway. However, the 
road safety measures 
should not be compro-
mised and in this case, 
the administration must 
ensure the commuters 
/ truckers should get a 
safe road towards Kash-
mir or towards Jammu, 
while passing through the 
Ramban District.

Besides, the Provincial 
President of the Party, 
Jammu, Manjit Singh has 
expressed his sympathy 
with the victims of the road 
accident while asking the 
Govt to investigate the 
causes of the road acci-
dent.

The District President, 
Ramban, Kirpal Singh and 
other office bearers of the 
District Committee have 
also extended their sym-
pathy with the bereaved 
family members and 
demanded adequate com-
pensation in favour of the 
deceased person’s kins.

SMVDU Engineering student presents  
research paper in Int’l Conference 

BJP can arrest Kejriwal but not his 
ideas & popularity in Country: AAP

NSS units of GDC Udhampur organizes “Mera 
Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye” promise Campaign

BADC to approach NGT for Scientific Disposal of 
Solid Waste &  Water Pollution in Poonch  

Today’s Modi is Ram, Yogi 
is Parshuram: Chandel

Altaf Bukhari grieves 
over loss of 10 lives in 
Ramban road accident


