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BRIEFLY

Drew Barrymore shares how 
she overcame the ‘shame’ of 

divorce

Will take affirmative action to 
ensure safer Indian Ocean Region: 

Navy chief on anti-piracy ops

Kate Middleton releases 1st video after 
cancer diagnosis; elegantly shuts up 
skeptics’ cynical gossip around her

Four-Year-
Old Crushed 
to Death by 
Speeding 
Vehicle

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): A four-year-
old boy was crushed 
to death by a speeding 
vehicle in the Baggar 
area of Assar sub-
division in Doda district 
Saturday afternoon.

An official said that 
the boy was hit by a 
vehicle in the Baggar 
area, following which 
he was rushed to the 
Community Health 
Centre in Batote.

He added that the boy 
succumbed to his inju-
ries on the way to the 
hospital. He has been 
identified as Bhanu 
Pratap, son of Bachan 
Singh from the Ganota 
area of Assar.

The police have taken 
cognizance of the 
matter and registered a 
case in this regard.

Youth found 
dead under 
mysterious 
circumstances 
in Budgam

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies):  A 23-year-
old youth was found 
dead under mysteri-
ous circumstances 
at Wangwas area of 
Chadoora in central 
Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict on Saturday morn-
ing.An official said that 
the body of a youth was 
found by family near his 
house in the wee hours 
of this morning and 
accordingly informed 
the police.The body has 
been recovered from 
the spot & identified as 
Shabir Ahmad Jehrah, 
son of Mohd Yousuf 
Jehra of Gogjipathri 
Wangwas Chadoora.
In the meantime, family 
members and the vil-
lagers alleged murder 
and have requested 
authorities to thor-
oughly investigate the 
matter.An official said 
that police has taken 
cognizance of the inci-
dent and initiated inves-
tigation, adding that the 
body will be handed 
over to family for last 
rites after postmartem.

Clouds 
break, 
sun peeps 
through in 
J&K after 2 
Days

SRINAGAR, March 
23: Jammu and Kash-
mir saw partial sun-
shine on Saturday, after 
two days of inclement 
weather.

Met office has fore-
cast dry weather in J&K 
till March 26.

Ski resort of Gulmarg 
witnessed fresh snow-
fall in the past 24 hours.

Srinagar had 6.5, 
Gulmarg minus 2.5 and 
Pahalgam minus 1.1 

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Special 
Director General (SDG) 
of the BSF’s Western 
Command, Yogesh 
Bahadur Khurania, con-
cluded a five-day visit in 
the Kashmir valley which 
was aimed to assess 
the security situation 
and operational pre-
paredness of the force 
along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC), an official said 
here on Saturday.

The SDG of Western 
Command Chandigarh 
undertook a significant 
five-day visit to the 
Kashmir Frontier from 
March 18 to 22, a BSF 
spokesman said.

The spokesman 
said the visit aimed to 
assess the security situ-
ation and operational 
preparedness along 
the LoC, reaffirming the 

commitment of the BSF 
to safeguard India’s bor-
ders.

The visit commenced 
with a detailed briefing 
by Inspector General, 
BSF Kashmir Frontier, 
Ashok Yadav, on the 
security situation on the 
LoC and hinterland, he 
said.

The spokesman said 
the visit included an 

aerial reconnaissance 
and visits to forward 
defended localities, as 
well as to the Sector 
Headquarters (SHQ) 
BSF in Kupwara and 
Srinagar.

At each location, the 
SDG engaged with the 
local BSF Commanders 
and troops gaining first-
hand insights into the 
security scenario and 

operational readiness 
along the LoC.

Khurania also called 
on General Officer 
Commanding (GoC) 
15 Corps, Lt Gen Rajiv 
Ghai, and discussed 
the collaborative efforts 
between the BSF and 
the Army, and under-
scored the paramount 
importance of synergy 
for achieving peace, 
prosperity and develop-
ment in the valley, the 
spokesman said.

The BSF officer visited 
the Composite Hospital 
and STC BSF, Kash-
mir, where he reviewed 
ongoing physical and 
professional skill train-
ing of recruits.

He commended the 
professionalism and 
expertise of the training 
team at STC BSF, 

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Kashmir’s 
Tulip Garden, one of 
the biggest in Asia, was 
officially thrown open to 
the public on Saturday.

According to the offi-
cials, this year the 
garden will bloom with 
17 lakh flowers of differ-

ent varieties with a boast 
of five new flower variet-
ies this year.

An officer from the 
floriculture department 
told the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO) that for this year 
they added five new var-
ities of flowers and that 

the visitors will witness 
1.7 million tulips in the 
garden.

 “The moment has 
come when the tulip 
garden has been thrown 
open the public. Both 
national and interna-
tional tourists are visiting 

CHANDIGARH, Mar 
23 (Agencies): The 
death toll due to the 
suspected consump-
tion of spurious liquor in 
Punjab’s Sangrur district 
has climbed to twenty, 
with six more persons 
succumbing, officials on 
Saturday said.

Meanwhile, a four-
member special inves-
tigation team (SIT), led 
by an additional direc-
tor general of police 
(ADGP) rank officer, has 
been set up in connec-
tion with the incident.

Eleven people are 
undergoing treatment at 
Patiala’s Rajindra Hos-
pital and six at the Civil 

Hospital in Sangrur.
Sangrur Civil Surgeon 

Kirpal Singh on Satur-
day said that 20 people 
have died so far in the 
incident.

The officials said that 
the casualties have been 
reported from Gujran, 

Tibbi Ravidaspura and 
Dhandoli Khurd villages 
in Dirba and Sunam 
blocks.

The police have made 
six arrests in the case so 
far, they said.

The AAP government 
has been under fire from 

RINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): A doctor 
from South Kashmir’s 
Anantnag district has 
committed suicide in 
Delhi, family sources on 
Saturday.

Dr Arafat Rashid, 
who had completed his 
MBBS in Bangladesh 
and was coaching for 
MCI in Delhi’s Gautam 
Nagar, allegedly jumped 
from a hostel building.

 “We have received a 
call from there that he 
has committed suicide 
by jumping from the 
hostel in Delhi,” a family 
source said.

The body of the 
deceased is being 

brought to his native vil-
lage. The deceased’s 
father recently passed 
away due to a cardiac 
arrest. He was a bank 
official.

At least 16 Kashmiri 
students pursuing higher 
education in colleges 
and universities outside 
Jammu and Kashmir 
have tragically lost their 
lives to suicide since 
2016, according to the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Students Association 
(JKSA).

Mental health strug-
gles, particularly depres-
sion, are suspected to 
be a contributing factor 
in 

8th Class 
Exams: 
JKSCERT 
postpones 
exam of 
all papers 
except for 
English 
subject

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir State 
Council of Educational 
Research and Training 
(JKSCERT) Saturday 
postponed examination 
of all papers of 8th stan-
dard except for the Eng-
lish subject. Joint Direc-
tor Central for JKSCERT 
said that the postpone-
ment was announced in 
view of the representa-
tions from various quar-
ters for in the UT of J&K. 
The official communique 
in this regard reads, “It is 
notified for all the con-
cerned that the Middle 
Standard Examinations 
scheduled to be held 
on 24th, 26th and 29th 
of March in respect of 
soft zone and 26th and 
29th of March in respect 
of hard zone stand 
postponed.”JKSCERT 
said that the fresh dates 
for conduct of these 
papers of both Hard 
Zone shall be notified in 
due course of time. Ear-
lier, the had proposed to 
conduct examination of 
regional language paper 
of 8th standard simulta-
neously in both soft and 
hard zones on April-07.
JKSCERT had said that 
it had not received the 
questions papers from 
on time and were not 
in position to supply 
the question papers of 
Kashmiri subjects due 
to paucity of time. The 
Joint Director of 

J&K police 
establishes 
24*7 election 
helpline

SRINAGAR, Mar 23 
(Agencies): In view of 
the forthcoming Lok 
Sabha polls Jammu 
and Kashmir police has 
established helpline to 
address election related 
queries.  In a post on 
X, Kashmir Zone police 
said that the dedicated 
24*7 election helpline 
has been setup at PCR 
Kashmir. “To address 
election-related que-
ries and concerns, J&K 
Police Kashmir Zone 
establishes a dedicated 
24×7 ‘Election helpline’ 
number 8899868589 at 
PCR Kashmir,” it said.

BSF special Director General reviews 
operational preparedness along LoC

Asia’s largest Tulip 
garden opens for visitors 
in Srinagar

Kashmiri Doctor commits 
suicide in Delhi

Death toll in Sangrur spurious liquor 
case rises to 20; SIT Formed
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Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 23: The 
5th national conference 
on “Recent Trends in 
Mathematical Sciences” 
(NCRTMS) concluded at 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University (SMVDU), 
Katra.The conference 
was organized by School 
of Mathematics.  Invited 
speakers from various 
reputed institutions of 
the country deliberated 
on recent trends in Math-
ematics, and had fruitful 
interaction with the young 
researchers. Prof. D. S. 
Hooda, Former Pro-Vice 
Chancellor, Kurukshetra 
University, Kurukshetra 
was the chief guest at 
valedictory session. 
Prof. Hooda applauded 
the organizing team and 
the delegates for orga-
nizing the conference 
in the excellent manner.  
Prof. Anil K. Vashisth, 
Chairman, Department 
of Mathematics, Kuruk-
shetra University, Kuruk-
shetra motivated the 
research scholars and 
delegates to learn the 
novel methodologies and 
their inception in their 
research work.  Prof. 
Rashmi Bhardwaj, Guru 
Gobind Singh Indraprast-
ha University, New Delhi 
highlighted the impor-
tance of visualization of 
Mathematical concepts 
and their implication in 
industry 4.0.

Dr. A. K. Das, Coordi-
nator of the conference 
highlighted the outcomes 

of the conference. Dr. 
Surender Singh, Coordi-
nator of the conference 
received the feedback 
from the Young par-
ticipants from various 
institutions and SMVDU 
about the conference. 
All participants were 
highly satisfied with the 
overall learning experi-
ence at NCRTMS-2024 
and aspired to be part 
of the future events at 
SMVDU. Dr. Kuldip Raj, 
Head, School of Mathe-
matics and Convener of 
NCRTMS briefed about 
the new program B.Tech 
(Mathematics and Com-
puting) which is com-
mencing from the ses-
sion 2024-25. Prof. V. K. 
Bhat, conference chair 
of NCRTMS guided the 
volunteers and organiz-
ing team for shaping up 
the overall organization 
of NCRTMS.  

Dr. Sandeep Sharma, 
Organizing Secretary 
of NCRTMS proposed 
the vote of thanks. Dr. 
Sandeep Bhougal, 
Organizing Secretary 
of NCRTMS, Dr. Sunil 
Kumar and Dr. Nitin Bisht 
were also present at the 
occasion and smoothly 
handled the proceeding 
of the valedictory and 
other arrangements.  All 
research scholars staff 
members of School of 
Mathematics were also 
present during the ses-
sions and contributed in 
the successful organiza-
tion of 5th NCRTMS at 
SMVDU.

Top News Report

REASI, Mar 23: Cyber 
Cell of District Police 
Reasi has demonstrated 
its unwavering commit-
ment to combating cyber-
crime by successfully 
solving a case and recov-
ering online defrauded 
money amounting Rs. 
80,000.

During the investiga-
tion, the cyber inves-
tigation team, led by 
Inspector(T) Raghuraj 
Singh I/C Cyber Cell 
Reasi, exhibited hectic 
efforts and advanced 
technical skills which 
ultimately led to the 
successful recovery of 
defrauded amount of Rs. 
80,000.

This achievement 
underscores the unit’s 
expertise, dedication, 
and tireless ef for ts 
in safeguarding the 
common citizens against 

online fraud and cheat-
ing.

SSP Reasi Mohita 
Sharma reiterated in 
her appeal to the gen-
eral public to remain 
extra vigilant and report 
promptly to the National 
Helpline number 1930 or 
Cyber Cell Reasi helpline 
number 7051003202 if 
any suspicious call is 
noticed.

SSP Reasi also encour-
aged citizens to lodge 
cyber complaints online 
at www.cybercrime.gov.
in. and

www.ceir.gov.in for lost/ 
Stolen Mobile. Empha-
sizing the importance 
of awareness and col-
laboration in effectively 
combating cyber threats.

District Police Reasi, 
equipped with advanced 
technology and skilled 
personnel, remains at the 
forefront in fight against 
cybercriminals.

5th National Conference on 
Recent Trends in Mathematical 
Sciences concludes at SMVDU

Cyber Cell of District Police 
Reasi recovers online fraud 
money amounting Rs 80,000

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: 
Department of Environ-
mental Sciences, Univer-
sity of Jammu organized 
an ‘Interactive Session’ 
on the theme “Leveraging 
Water for Peace” to mark 
the celebrations of World 
Water Day 2024. 

Prof. Piyush Malaviya, 
Head, Department of 
Environmental Scienc-
es, University of Jammu 
formally welcomed the 
experts and briefly intro-
duced the theme of World 
Water Day. He highlight-
ed the importance of 
water conservation in our 
daily lives and stressed 
on the need for responsi-
ble water usage to ensure 
the sustainability of vari-
ous water resources.

The f irst technical 
session started with an 
expert lecture by Dr. C.M 
Seth (IFS), Former Chief 
Wildlife Warden and 
former Chairman J&K 
Pollution Control Board 
wherein he discussed 
about the pivotal role 
played by water resourc-

es in water conservation 
with particular reference 
to wetlands of Jammu 
region. “Socio-economic 
disparities lead to ineq-
uitable distribution of 
water, disproportion-
ately affecting marginal-
ized communities and 
aggravating social ten-
sions. Thus, embracing 
innovation and adopting 
sustainable practices in 
agriculture, industry, and 
urban development can 
mitigate water stress and 
enhance water efficien-
cy”, he said, while dis-
cussing the importance 
of the theme of World 
Water Day 2024. 

In another techni-
cal Session, Prof. A.K. 
Raina, Former Head, 
Department of Environ-
mental Sciences, Uni-
versity of Jammu spoke 
at length about the criti-
cal role of water in sus-
taining life and various 
challenges being faced 
in ensuring its quality, 
accessibility, and equita-
ble distribution. The tech-
nical presentations were 
followed by an interactive 

session coordinated by 
Dr. Deepika Slathia. 

Participants actively 
participated in the ses-
sion, posing several 
questions to the experts 
on a wide array of topics 
such as regional water 
issues and traditional 
conservation measures, 
community-based con-
servation initiatives, and 
policy recommendations 
for water resources. 
During the interactions, 
experts emphasized 
the importance of inno-
vations, start-ups, and 
collaborative ef for ts 
involving policymakers, 
scientists, local commu-
nities, and environmental 
organizations to address 
the multifaceted chal-
lenges confronting water 
resources conservation 
in the Jammu region. 

The programme ended 
with a vote of thanks by 
Dr. Deepika Slathia. The 
programme was attended 
by Dr. Ravinder Kumar. 
Dr. Ranjan Sharma,  
Rozi, research schol-
ars, and students of the 
department. 

JU organizes interactive session 
on “Leveraging Water for Peace” 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Free-
dom Fighters Memo-
rial Association (FFMA) 
organized a programme 
to remember freedom 
fighters Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev at Maheshpura 
Chowk, Jammu.

The programme was 
presided over by the 
Association Chairman, 
Rajiv Mahajan while 
Patron-in-chief,  Ved 
Gandotra was also pres-
ent.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rajiv Mahajan said 
that India today needs 
the principles of the late 
freedom fighters like 
never before.

Rajiv Mahajan, while 
paying glorious tributes 
to Bhagat Singh who 

laid down his life for the 
sacred cause of freedom 
at a young age, said that 
the ideals and principles 
of Bhagat Singh must 
act as a torch bearer 
for the youth in today’s 
society in which people 

are playing good and 
fragmenting human kind 
on the basis of caste, 
creed and religion.

He added  that the 
young generation of 
India will always con-
tinue to draw inspiration 

from these great revolu-
tionaries who sacrificed 
their lives with smiles on 
their face for the free-
dom of country.

Soluting their mar-
tyrdom, Rajiv Maha-
jan observed that the 

sacrifices made by the 
revolutionaries in India’s 
freedom struggle would 
always inspire the youth 
to serve self lessly 
towards the better inter-
est of the nation.

“Their sacrifice and 
courage will forever be 
remembered by the gen-
erations to come,”  he 
added.

Others present on 
the occasion included 
Among others present 
were R.C Puri (Vice 
Chairman), S.S Bhal-
wal (President, FFMA), 
Karnail Chand Thakur 
(Working President), J.J 
Singh (General Secre-
tary), Pritam Sharma,  
K.L Verma, Nirmal 
Kishore, Prabhat Kapahi 
(Office Secretary) and 
others.

FFMA pays tributes to Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 23:  16th 
state triennial confer-
ence of Bhartiya Mazdoor 
Sangh (BMC) Jammu 
Kashmir  started at Chin-
tamani Trust Katra while 
inaugurating the con-
ference Akhil Bhartiya 
Sangtthan Mantri B. Sur-
endarn paid tribute  to the 
scarifications of Shahid 
Bhagat Singh, Raj Guru 
and Sukhdev and also 
welcomed the delegates 
who came from across 
the state and said that in 
the present scenario only 
those unions will survive 
those who apart from 
their full filling of their own 
demands in organized 

sector and  also think and 
work for  unorganized 
sector  general   problems 
faced by them  and BMS 
is working equally on both 
fronts  and with the result 
BMS has become the 
largest Labour organiza-
tion among the demo-
cratic countries of the 
world and  being recog-
nized by Govt. and with 
the  result  chairman-
ship of L-20 was given 
to BMS by the Govt of 
India and main achieve-
ment of L-20 was that in 
this regard three resolu-
tions   were  adopted in 
G-20  the international 
portability of social secu-
rity Fund  for  the workers 
those who are  working in 

foreign countries for short 
span of their life  and 
social securities contri-
butions  deducted in that 
country  be given back  
to the  workers of their 
respective countries. 
Women working world, 
and unorganized sector 
particularly GIG Workers 
and Plate form  workers.

He further highlighted 
that Public sector are 
going in losses due to 
the top level manage-
ments failure  and alle-
gation are leveled upon 
the workers and closers 
of public sector is not an 
solutions which other-
wise give employment.  
In the meeting Neelam 
Sharma General  Secre-
tary also presented gen-
eral Secretary report for 
the last  three years  of 
Jammu Kashmir BMS.   

Finance  Secretary  
Sachin Bali also pre-
sented last three years 
income  and expanses 
report. Sector  wise 
meeting were also held 
for further expansion of 
BMS work in the state in 
next three years  said in 
a press release 

Top News Report

JAMMU,  Mar 23: 
Global Spiritual Organ-
isation, Heartfulness 
in collaboration with 
Vichar Kranti Manch 
International (VKMI) & 
Sarv Uthan Trust (SUT),  
inaugurated a series of 
Meditation Sessions at 
31/3 Chhanni Himmat. 

Dr Ravi Kant, Heartful-
ness (HFN) Preceptor/
Trainer, came forward to 
practice the Meditation 
in three  subsequent sit-
tings, to members of like 
minded organizations, 
including Bharat Vikas 
Parishad, Bhagwan 
Mahaveer Physiothera-
py & Yoga Center, Indian 
Yoga Association, Vichar 
Kranti Manch Interna-
tional,   Sarv Uthan 
Trust, Skill Development 
& Financial Solutions.

Dr Ravikant explained 
Heartfulness Meditation 
as “Inner peace Fello-
ship” Meditation and 
suggests 3 following 
steps viz Sit quietly with 
close eyes with a sug-
gestion that divine light 
is present in the heart; 
Thoughts should not 
be given attention and 
if though arises being 
back your attention back 
to the heart; and Posture 
should be comfortable so 
that the body should not 

disturb us during medi-
tation and lying down is 
also not advised and it 
will result in sleep. 

The whole concept is 
based on ancient Raj 
yoga Technique which 
is known as pranahuti 
or transmission and 
that is the beauty of 
heartfulness medita-
tion as it take you to 
the Samadhi awastha 
which is the higher state 
of consciousness, he 
said adding that the ben-
efits of meditation come 
gradually and not a over 
night transformation from 
meditating regularly. 

Meditation can make 
you happier, it can make 
you feel more at ease & 
calmer, and it can help 
you get along better with 
others.

Dr Shreyansh Kumar 
Jain, President Vichar 
Kranti Manch Interna-
tional, State Yoga Com-
missioner & Chairman 
Indian Yoga Association, 
explained his experience 
about Meditation. 

 By practicing Medita-
tion  one get perfection 
in other activities, he 
said adding that the HFN 
offers as in - depth expe-
riential practice focused 
on the evolution of human 
consciousness using the 
ancient technique of Pra-
nahuti (Yogic Transmis-

sion) during Meditation 
in combination  with the 
more active mental prac-
tice of “Cleaning”. Both 
are enabled by irritation 
into the HFN practices. 

Dr Jain also described 
four fold way to be suc-
cessful in life viz Grati-
tude/ Thanks/ Grateful,  
Say ‘Sorry’ as & when 
needed, Say “I am proud 
of you”,  ‘What can I do 
for you,.

 Anju Bansal, Swar 
Kokila, A Social Activ-
ist, I/C Child & Woman 
Sanskar, Bharat Vikas 
Parishad, recited a song 
on Shukrana (Gratitude), 
in her melodious voice. 

 Others who shared 
their views  were Ashok 
Gupta (Founder Chair-
man Sarv Uthan Trust), 
Abhinandan Jain (Direc-
tor Mahavir Physio-
therapy & Yoga Center), 
HC Vaid( Finance Secy 
SCSSC), Ashok Khaju-
ria (Secy BVP Shivalik), 
Yesh Paul, Founder Skill 
Development &Financial 
Solutions, Vijay Gupta, 
Lavan Gulati, Narinder 
Wadhera, President Eve-
ning walkers Association 
Trikutanagar, Janakraj 
Gupta & Monika Khaju-
ria Nutritional counselor. 

 Vote of thanks was pre-
sented by Ashok Gupta, 
State Vice President 
Bharat Vikas Parishad.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Senior 
BJP leader and former 
Minister Bali Bhagat 
emphasised that the 
entire opposition seems 
to be nervous, confused, 
and frustrated due to the 
massive transformation 
witnessed in Jammu and 
Kashmir since the BJP 
government took over the 
reins of the country. 

Speaking at the meet-
ing held here today, the 
senior BJP leader under-
scored the significant 
strides that Jammu and 
Kashmir has witnessed 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. “The entire 
opposition seems to be 
nervous, confused, and 
frustrated,” Bhagat noted, 
emphasizing the mag-
nitude of the changes 
witnessed in the Union 

Territory. 
He pointed out the 

tangible benefits that 
have reached the grass-
roots level through vari-
ous Central-sponsored 
schemes. “Jammu and 
Kashmir has experi-
enced a major transfor-
mation under the PM 
Modi regime,” he said, 
highlighting the positive 
impact these initiatives 
have had on the lives of 
the people.

Moreover, the former 
minister expressed con-
fidence in the BJP’s 
prospects in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls, 
asserting, “BJP will set 
a new record by winning 
Parliamentary seats in 
the union territory. He 
shared these insights 
while presiding over a 
crucial meeting of Presi-
dents and General Sec-
retaries of three Mandals 

Morcha within Jammu’s 
East constituency. Promi-
nent among others East 
constituency Sanyojak 
Hari Om and Vistarak 
Anil Angral were present 
in the meeting

Bali Bhagat, who is also 
the In-charge of East 
Constituency, reviewed 
the functioning of the 
Morchas and engaged 
in extensive discussions 
regarding poll strategies. 
Furthermore, he delineat-
ed roles and responsibili-
ties for polling booths to 
participating dedicated 
party workers.

Encouraging relentless 
efforts towards secur-
ing victory for the BJP, 
Bali Bhagat urged all the 
leaders to mobilize and 
deploy every available 
resource in ensuring the 
party’s success in the 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections.

BMS two days  triennial  
conference started at Katra   

Heartfulness Institute inaugurates Meditations 
in collaboration with VKMI & SUT

Opposition seems to be nervous, confused 
& in frustration amidst unprecedented 
transformation in J&K: Bali Bhagat
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By: Shobhaa De

Confession: I have the big-
gest senior citizen crush 
on our CJI. What is there 

not to love about a man who pro-
vides daily inspo to millions each 
time he opens his mouth. In court. 
During interviews. And, most of 
all, when he delivers tight public 
thappads and puts the pompous 
in their place. Like Hema Malini 
is India’s forever Dream Girl, D.Y. 
Chandrachud is our hameshawala 
Dream Man. Suave, cerebral, sharp, 
sensitive -- sub kuch! I have started 
taking an exaggerated interest in all 
things law ever since our CJI took 
over and captured my weary heart. 
Last week, he put Mukul Rohatgi on 
the mat so smoothly, it’s a wonder 
that Rohatgi didn’t go into hiding! 
A friend commented: “These 
high- profile lawyers remind one 
of Disraeli’s wonderful put down 
of his rival, Gladstone, whom he 
described as being “inebriated by 
the exuberance of his own verbos-
ity…’’ I watched the clip with glee 
-- nothing personal. But it’s good to 
see a few bigwigs squirm and eat 
crow.

 “No case is too small for the high-
est court,” declared the CJI, and he 
meant it. “Our mission is to stand 
by the common people…” These 
are not empty words going by the 
CJI’s track record. Sure, the knives 
are out for the outspoken man, and 
Dilliwallas love whispering behind 
his back, pointing out how arro-
gant and aloof he is. Why not? Why 
should he waste precious time on 
fools and flatterers -- Delhi is full of 
them. Why should he hobnob with 
dodgy netas and dodgier money-
bags -- Delhi is infested with both. 
He has candidly stated that his best 

friend is his wife Kalpana. I am so 
“j” of Kalpana. They share so much 
in common, being vegan and fol-
lowers of a strict ayurvedic diet. For 
a man whose day begins with yoga 
at 3.30 am, 64-year-old Dhanan-
jaya Yeshwant Chandrachud is 
India’s Superhero No. 1. We have 
till December to fawn over him as 
he presides over India’s complex 
and convoluted justice system. He 
retires at the year-end. Sighhhh!  A 
lot of heavy-duty stuff is scheduled 
to happen before that momentous 
retirement day. But let’s not spoil 
this moment by bringing in the 
national elections. Jo hoga, who 
hoga!

The electoral bonds ka monu-
mental joke is actually on us – tax-
paying citizens/bakras… A clever 
meme featuring Ratna Pathak had 
the last word on the perplexing sub-
ject: “Monisha Beta, Electoral bond 
bolo… hafta vasooli is so middle 
class…” Still haven’t quite wrapped 
my head around all the luminaries 
featured. But one particular name 
intrigued me no end – “Santiago”. 
How many Indian parents would 
name their son Santiago, after a cap-
ital city in South America? Unless 
the child was born in Chile, which 
is not the case with Santiago Martin, 
who was born in the Andamans 
(1961), was a daily wage worker in 
Myanmar and came back to India 
to start working in a tea shop. The 
lottery craze was taking off big time 
and Santiago soon figured where 
the money was! Another smart 
chaiwalla! Today, Santiago’s name 
is known across the country for a 
dodgy reason. As the founder of 
Future Gaming Pvt Ltd, Santiago 
heads the list of donors to politi-
cal parties, released by the Election 
Commission, with a whopping 
donation of Rs 1,368 crores. Chances 

are, till Santiago popped up promi-
nently across media platforms as 
a generous donor, nobody outside 
the shadowy world of gaming had 
much of an idea about the myste-
rious man’s existence. Admission: 
I still don’t know what “gaming” 
involves, apart from placing bets.

I promptly Googled him, capti-
vated by his antecedents and exotic 
name. Santiago sounds like an 
incredibly smooth operator, capa-
ble of tackling the most formidable 
political opponents and swiftly 
changing sides. As it happened in 
2003 when then Tamil Nadu chief 
minister J. Jayalalithaa banned the 
lottery trade in the state, believing 
it was destroying the lives of count-
less underprivileged people addict-
ed to lotteries. At the time, Santi-
ago’s lottery fortunes were riding 
high, after he successfully launched 
his own lottery business with mul-
tiple brands and attractive prizes. 
Santiago moved his operations to 
Nepal, Bhutan, the Northeast states 
and Kerala. By this time, the glib 
talker was on a roll, hanging out 
with top politicians, along with his 
wife Leena Rose, who joined poli-
tics after Santiago’s arrest in 2011, 
when he was charged in 14 cases of 
land grabbing, illegal lottery sales 
and cheating. There’s a picture of 
Leena Rose on the dais with Naren-
dra Modi when he visited TN back 
then. Just saying…

The I-T guys raided his Coim-
batore home last year, leading his 
loyal wife to claim: “Maybe the 
searches were meant to intimidate 
him. But we conduct our business 
legally.’’ Of course you do, honey!

The electoral bond disclosure has 
put the spotlight on a man, whose 
life reads better than any masala 
film script. More so, since Santiago’s 
modus operandi is so unique. India 

is familiar with several self-made 
business tycoons, who rise from 
obscurity and succeed spectacu-
larly. But Santiago is in a league of 
his own.

His various “accomplishments’’ 
include an honorary doctorate of 
business, a gold medal for excel-
lence in business and his appoint-
ment as consul-general for the 
Republic of Liberia. The “Lottery 
King” was publicly credited for 
“uplifting and providing credibil-
ity” to the lottery business in India. 
The Great Gambler (1979) was a fun 
film starring Amitabh Bachchan, 
Zeenat Aman and Neetu Singh… 
but Santiago Martin’s biopic is way 
funnier, though I don’t really see 
Leena Rose in Zeenat’s stilettos…

In a line: Santiago Martin gamed 
the system. Shabaash!

On to some more salacious and 
sizzling breaking news: At the time 
of writing, Kate Middleton was still 
missing. People asked me: “Are 
you her chaachi? Why do you care 
where she is?” No, dearies, I am not 
the chaachi of the future Queen of 
England, but I am madly interested 
in the story of her disappearance, 
now that a fresh angle has been 
introduced and one more conspir-
acy theory added. I’m spilling the 
tea like any other neighbourhood 
aunty with no other kaam dhanda: 
If indeed the 40-year-old Sarah Rose 
Hanbury, mother of three (official 
title: Marchioness of Cholmondeley 
-- and no, it’s not in Tamil Nadu, but 
Norfolk), the rumoured mistress of 
Prince William, is indeed pregnant 
with his child, will the offspring 
be officially “next in line” for the 
throne -- provided, of course, that 
the throne continues to exist??? Just 
asking for a friend.

By: Vijay Garg

 Apart from humans and 
animals, trees and forests 
also have a very impor-

tant contribution in maintain-
ing ecological balance. In fact, 
forests are the natural habitat 
for many species of animals 
as well as a source of food. 
Oxygen is the most essential 
element for life on earth. It 
is the forests on earth which 
absorb carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere in large quantities 
and convert it into oxygen. For-
ests provide rainfall, control 
temperature, prevent soil ero-
sion and protect biodiversity.
They are helpful in preserv-
ing and in fact the biodiversity 
found on earth is due to for-
ests. Forests play an important 
role in controlling the earth’s 
temperature. However, due to 
indiscriminate deforestation 
across the world, the forests on 
Earth and the habitats of the 
animals living in them have 
reduced significantly. Due to 
the fires that occur every year, 
millions of hectares of forest 
and many species of animals 
are destroyed. According to a 
United Nations report, about 
one billion acres of forest area 
has been lost worldwide in the 
last three decades.R has been 
destroyed. Till a few decades 
ago, about fifty percent of the 
earth’s land area was covered 
by forests, now it is reduced to 
only thirty percent. If forests 
continue to be destroyed at this 
pace, it will decrease further. 
According to environmental 
experts, decreasing number 
of forests will have a direct 
impact on biodiversity. While 
this will have a deep impact 
on the water cycle, soil con-
servation and biosphere in the 
times to come, there will also 
be a threat to the habitat of ani-
mals and the irregular weather 

will have dire consequences. 
Due to indiscriminate cutting 
of forests on earth,Along with 
‘global warming’ the intensity 
of natural disasters is continu-
ously increasing. Forests act like 
the lungs of the earth, which 
absorb pollutant gases like 
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, 
ammonia, ozone etc. from the 
atmosphere and release vital 
air into the atmosphere. This is 
the reason why ‘International 
Forest Day’ or ‘World Forestry 
Day’ is celebrated every year 
at the global level with the aim 
of making people aware of the 
importance of forests, getting 
society’s contribution for their 
conservation and promoting 
tree plantation.Is. For this, 
a theme is determined every 
year by the United Nations 
General Assembly, which is 
chosen by the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests. This 
year its theme has been set as 
‘Forest and Innovation’. This 
theme highlights the important 
role of technology and creative 
approaches in protecting, man-
aging and restoring forests and 
places special emphasis on the 
important role played by inno-
vation. If we look at the con-
tents from the beginning till 
now, between 2014 and 2021 
the international forestThe 
themes of the day are ‘Our 
Forests, Our Future’, ‘Forests, 
Climate Change’, ‘Forests and 
Water’, ‘Forests and Energy’, 
‘Forests and Cities’, ‘Forests 
and Education’, ‘Forests and 
Biodiversity’ respectively. ‘, 
‘Forest Restoration: Pathway 
to Recovery and Well-Being’ 
and ‘Forests and Sustainable 
Production and Consumption’ 
have been put forward. India 
mainly has evergreen forests, 
mangrove forests, coniferous 
forests, deciduous forests, tem-
perate forests. Evergreen for-
ests are also called rain forests, 

which are found in high rainfall 
areas in India like the Western 
Ghats, Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands and North-East India.
Are. In these areas, trees grow 
together and form such a roof 
that sunlight cannot reach 
the ground and hence a large 
number of trees and plants 
grow on the ground. Man-
grove forests grow in deltaic 
areas and along the banks of 
rivers and grow easily in salty 
and fresh water along with soil 
carried by the rivers. Conifer-
ous forests with fairly straight 
and tall trees with pointed 
leaves are found mostly in low 
temperature areas such as the 
Himalayan Mountains. of these 
treesThe branches are inclined 
downwards, so snow cannot 
remain on their branches. 
Deciduous forests are found in 
areas with moderate rainfall, 
where rainfall occurs only for 
a few months. When monsoon 
arrives, when there is heavy 
rain and sunlight reaches the 
ground, these forests grow 
rapidly and they grow densely 
during the monsoon itself. The 
leaves of these trees fall during 
summer and winter seasons 
and new leaves start grow-
ing on them in the month of 
Chaitra. Plants like date palm, 
cactus, hawthorn and small, 
thick and waxy plants.Thorny 
forests with thick leaves are 
found in areas with low mois-
ture, whose fibrous roots are 
deeply embedded in the soil. 
In these forests, thorny trees 
are located far apart, which 
conserve water. Tropical for-
ests are found near the equa-
tor, while temperate forests are 
found at medium altitudes and 
boreal forests near the poles. 
Since 1987, the Union Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate publishes a report every 
two years taking stock of the 
status of forests and trees in the 

country. After 2019 in 2022In 
the ‘Seventeenth India Forest 
Status Report 2021’ released by 
the Ministry, it was said that the 
area of forest and tree covered 
land across the country would 
increase by 2261 square kilome-
ters in the two years between 
2019 and 2021. Although an 
increase of 5188 square kilo-
meters was recorded in forest 
and tree cover in 2019 as com-
pared to 2017, in that respect 
the increase between 2019 and 
2021 was quite less. According 
to the report, the forest cov-
ered area in the country has 
now reached 809537 square 
kilometers. According to the 
new survey report, now 24.6% 
of the total geographical area 
of the country2 percent of the 
land area is covered with for-
ests and trees, whereas in the 
National Forest Policy - 1988, a 
target was set to cover 33 per-
cent of the total land area of 
the country under forest cover, 
that is, we are still far away 
from the target. At the 2021 
Glasgow Climate Conference, 
more than a hundred coun-
tries had pledged to impose a 
complete ban on deforestation 
by the year 2030. Due to indis-
criminate deforestation and 
increasing pollution, many gla-
ciers around the world are now 
on the verge of extinction and 
the threat of ‘global warming’ 
is continuously increasing, due 
to which in the last few years-
Big changes are being seen in 
the weather all over the world. 
This is the reason why the 
whole world has started feel-
ing the dire need to unite and 
take meaningful initiatives to 
stop the destruction of forests. 

(Vijay Garg Retired 
Principal Educational 

Columnist Malout 
Punjab)

Sardar Bhagat Singh’s name is taken most 
prominently among the immortal mar-
tyrs. Bhagat Singh was born on Septem-

ber 28, 1907 in a patriotic Sikh family of Banga 
village in Lyallpur district of Punjab (now in 
Pakistan), which had a favorable influence 
on him. His father’s name was Sardar Kishan 
Singh and mother’s name was Vidyawati Kaur. 
This was a Sikh family which had adopted the 
ideas of Arya Samaj. His family was deeply 
influenced by the ideology of Arya Samaj and 
Maharishi Dayanand. At the time of Bhagat 
Singh’s birth, his father ‘Sardar Kishan Singh’ 
and his two uncles ‘Ajit Singh’ and ‘Swaran 
Singh’ were in jail for being against the British.

The day Bhagat Singh was born, his father 
and uncle were released from jail. On the occa-
sion of this auspicious moment, happiness 
increased even more in Bhagat Singh’s house. 
After the birth of Bhagat Singh, his grandmoth-
er named him ‘Bhago Wala’. Which means ‘one 
of good fortune’. Later he came to be known 
as ‘Bhagat Singh’. He started working in the 
revolutionary organizations of Punjab from 
the age of 14. D.A.V. He passed the ninth stan-
dard examination from school. After passing 
the Intermediate examination in 1923, when 
preparations were being made to tie the knot, 
he ran away from Lahore and came to Kanpur. 
Then he was so engrossed in the struggle for 
the country’s independence that he dedicated 
his entire life to the country. The courage with 
which Bhagat Singh faced the powerful Brit-
ish government for the independence of the 
country will always remain a great role model 
for the youth. Apart from Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi 
and English, Bhagat Singh also knew Bengali 
which he learned from Batukeshwar Dutt. 
His thoughts can be gauged from the letters 
and articles he wrote during his jail days. He 
expressed grief over the differences created by 
language, caste and religion in Indian society. 
He considered the attack by an Indian on the 
weaker section of the society with the same 
severity as the atrocities committed by an 
Englishman. He believed that his martyrdom 
would further enrage the Indian public, but 
this would not happen as long as he was alive. 
For this reason, even after being sentenced to 
death, he flatly refused to write an apology. 
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre that took place 
on 13 April 1919 in Amritsar had such a deep 
impact on Bhagat Singh’s thinking that after 
leaving the National College, Lahore, Bhagat 
Singh founded Naujawan Bharat Sabha for the 
independence of India. Bhagat Singh was so 
disturbed by the hanging of 4 revolutionaries 
including Ram Prasad ‘Bismil’ and imprison-
ment of 16 others in the Kakori incident that 
his party Hindustan Republican along with 
Chandrashekhar Azad joined the association 
and gave it a new name ‘Hindustan Social-
ist Republican Association’. The objective of 
this organization was to prepare young men 
capable of service, sacrifice and suffering. 
After this, Bhagat Singh, along with Rajguru, 
killed British officer JP Saunders, who was the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police in Lahore 
on 17 December 1928. Revolutionary Chan-
drashekhar Azad also fully helped him in this 
action. After this, Bhagat Singh, along with his 
revolutionary friend Batukeshwar Dutt, threw 
bombs and pamphlets on 8 April 1929 in the 
auditorium of the then Central Assembly of 
British India located at Alipore Road, Delhi to 
awaken the British government. After throw-
ing the bomb, both of them surrendered them-
selves to arrest there itself. After this, in the 
‘Lahore Conspiracy’ case, Bhagat Singh and 
his two other comrades, Rajguru and Sukhdev, 
were hanged together on March 23, 1931. It 
is believed that the morning of March 24 was 
fixed for the death penalty, but the govern-
ment, afraid of the people, ended the lives of 
these heroes in the midnight of March 23-24 
and in the darkness of the night, they were cre-
mated on the banks of Sutlej. Also performed 
the rituals. It was a coincidence that when he 
was hanged and he left this world, his age at 
that time was 23 years, 5 months and 23 days 
and the day was also 23 March. Before his 
hanging, Bhagat Singh had also written a letter 
to the British government, in which he had 
said that he should be considered a prisoner of 
war as a symbol of the war of Indians against 
the British government and instead of being 
hanged, he should be shot, but this did not 
happen. The martyrdom of Bhagat Singh not 
only gave impetus to the freedom struggle of 
his country but also became a source of inspi-
ration for the youth. He became the leader of 
all the martyrs of the country. The people of 
India and Pakistan see him as a lover of free-
dom who dedicated his entire life, including his 
youth, for the country. Many Hindi films have 
also been made based on his life, including - 
The Legend of Bhagat Singh, Shaheed, Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh etc. Even today the whole country 
remembers his sacrifice with great seriousness 
and respect.

EDITORIAL

Challenge of saving forests

Dream Man CJI, Lottery King and a missing royal

 FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS
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Top News Report

KATHUA, Mar 23: 
Department of Indus-
trial Fish and Fisheries 
of Govt. Degree College 
Kathua conducted a one 
day educational trip to 
Aquarium Cum Aware-
ness Centre, Bagh-E-
Bahu, Jammu. 

The main objective of 
the trip was to apprise 
the students about the 
indigenous and exotic 
ornamental fishes being 
reared at the centre 
and the maintenance of 
aquaria as it is one of the 
largest tunnel aquarium 
centre of India.

The overall programme 
was conducted under 
the patron-ship of Prin-
cipal, Govt. Degree 
College, Kathua (Boys) 

Prof Seema Mir. The 
tour was coordinated 
by Dr. Jageshwar Dutt, 
HOD (Industrial Fish and 
Fisheries) and accompa-
nied by Dr. Rumeet Kour 
and Pratibha Mahajan 
along with 78 students 
of different semesters of 
Industrial Fish and Fish-

eries subject. 
The staff and students 

were given a warm 
welcome by officer in 
charge, Chief Proj-
ect Officer Fisheries 
Market ing /Aquar ium 
Jammu,  Masood Hus-
sain Sheikh.

 He informed stu-

dents that the Centre 
being one of the largest 
underground Aquarium 
is spread over an area 
of 30 kanals. 

The various compo-
nents of aquarium are 
multimedia hall, Aqua 
tunnel, museum, fish 
mount and fish tail. He 

also said that more 
development is going on 
under the Jammu smart 
city project which will 
strengthen the centre 
and will boost the tourist 
attraction in near future. 

After the conclusion of 
event, Prof. Seema Mir 
and the senior faculty of 
Govt. Degree College 
Kathua appreciated the 
efforts of Department of 
Industrial Fish and Fish-
eries in general and Dr. 
Jageshwar Dutt in par-
ticular in making this 
event a successful one. 
Prof. Mir further stated 
that such field trips have 
productive outcomes 
which will go a long way 
in enhancing skills of 
students and can guide 
them about alternate 
career options. 

GDC Kathua conducts educational trip to Aquarium 
Cum Awareness Centre, Bagh-E-Bahu 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: BJP 
Talab Tillo Mandal pays 
Tribute to the bravery and 
dedication of Shaheed 
Sardar Bhagat Singh, 
Shivaram Rajguru, Sukh-
dev Thapar who laid 
down their lives for the 
Nation.The Programme 
was organized by BJP 
Talab Tillo Mandal Presi-
dent Keshav Chopra in 
which Former Minister 
Sat Sharma CA, Former 
Council lor Hardeep 
Singh Mankotia, Mandal 
President Rehari Bakshi 
nagar Atul Bakshi and 
other leaders remem-
bers and Paid tribute to 
Martyrs.

Sat sharma while 
paying tribute said that 
the Nation will never 
forget the supreme Sac-
rifice of Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev, 
their Martyrdom was 
a milestone in India’s 
Struggle for Indepen-
dence he further added.

H.S Mankotia while 
speaking said that their 
passion to die for the 
nation will always inspire 
the countrymen and 
these heroes fought for 
the welfare of people and 
sacrificed their lives for 
the same.

Keshav Chopra while 
paying tribute to the 
Shaheed E Azam 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru 

and Sukhdev said that 
the young generation of 
India will always continue 
to draw inspiration from 
these great revolutionar-
ies who sacrificed their 
lives with smiles on their 
face for the freedom of 
the country.

Krishan Lal Sharma, 
Vikas Bali. Gurcharan 
Singh, Jatinder Khajuria, 
rajesh Saini, Parveen 
Ghai, Sudesh Gupta, 
Deepak Kumar, Raman 
Sharma, Kushant Daf-
fara, Krishan Lal, Jugal 
Kishore, Rajinder Tiku, 
Kali Bhagat, Sanjeev 
Gupta, Bhupinder Gupta, 
Jatin Gupta, Dr Sanchit 
Sharma and others also 
paid their tribute.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Cul-
tural Club and NSS unit 
of K.C. College of Edu-
cation celebrated the 
upcoming festival of Holi, 
a popular and significant 
Hindu festival celebrated 
as festival of colours and 
spring. It signifies the tri-
umphs of good over evil.

This year, students and 
faculty of K.C. College of 
Education celebrated the 
festival of colours with 
the residents of old age 
home to break their sad-
ness and to give them a 
reason to smile.

Students of the college 
during their visit at Old 
Age Home, Ambphalla 
Jammu, presented cul-
tural items like songs, 
dance, bhajans involving 
the senior citizens living 
there. 

Later on, they applied 

gulal on the faces of res-
idents of old age home 
and seek their blessings. 

A Rangoli competition 
was also organized there, 
wherein students of the 
college showcased their 
artistic talent through 
their rangolis.

 The senior citizens of 
old age home judged 

Team 12 (Roshi & 
Srishti), Team 1 (Gouri 
and Vaishali) & Team 11 
(Sanjana and Shivani) 
first, second & third win-
ning team respectively.

Staff and students of 
the college also present-
ed things of daily use like 
toiletries & eatables to 
them.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Dogri 
Sanstha Jammu has 
invited books for Prof. 
Ram Nath Shatsri Memo-
rial Award 2024.

Prof. Lalit Magoitra, 
President Dogri Sanstha 
Jammu while briefing 
about the prestigious 
award said that this 
award is given to a dogri 
writer for his first book in 
any genre written by the 
writer during the last five 
years. 

This year it will cover 
the time span from Janu-
ary 2019 to December 
2023. The writers may 
submit three copies 
of their publications at 
Dogri Sanstha , Karan 
Nagar Jammu by 5 PM 

on March 31st 2024. 
He further added that 

a jury is constituted to 
evaluate the submitted 
books. 

However the book 
should not have been 
awarded by Sahitya Aka-
demi, State Academy or 
any Government or Non-
Government organization 
to qualify for the award.

As per Rajeshwar Singh 
‘Raju’, General Secretary 
Dogri Sanstha Jammu, in 

order to encourage the 
new writers, the family of 
Prof. Ram Nath Shatsri 
had started this initia-
tive in 2014 in collabora-
tion with Dogri Sanstha 
Jammu. 

This annual award car-
ries a cash prize of Rs 
21,000, a memento and 
a shawl and is bestowed 
upon the awardee on 
15th April, which hap-
pens to be birthday of 
father of Dogri Literature, 
Prof. Ram Nath Shatsri. 

He said that all dogri 
writers who have got 
their first book published 
during the qualifying 
period should submit 
their books well in time 
so that a deserving book 
should be awarded from 
the lot.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23:  The 
Har Ki Pauri (Chhota 
Haridwar) temple built 
on the banks of the 
Surya Putri Tawi river 
in Jammu, the city of 
temples, is being affect-
ed by illegal mining, the 
religious sentiments of 
the devotees are being 
hurt, this is stated by 
Shiv Sena (UBT) Jam-
mu-Kashmir unit chief 
Manish Sahni said.

Par ty state chief 
Manish Sahni, in a media 
briefing at party office 
today, issued a warning 
to the illegal mining mafia 
active in the Surya Putri 
Tawi river to refrain from 
this illegal business.

Sahni said that as 
soon as information was 
received about the said 
illegal act, a team under 
his leadership visited 
the grand “Har Ki Pauri” 

temple day before yes-
terday. He found that 
the flow of water of the 
Tawi river near “Har Ki 
Pauri” is being affected 
due to illegal mining 
near the Tawi river and 
the temple. Due to the 
dryness near the stairs, 
the religious sentiments 
of thousands of devotees 
and religious tourists 
coming here are being 
hurt. 

Sahni told that the 
Mahant of the temple, 
Shri Mahadev Saras-
wati ji is also very angry 
about illegal mining near 
the temple. He has to 
spend 20-25 thousand 
rupees every month to 
divert the flow of water 
towards the temple with 
the help of JCB. 

Along with this, the 
condition of the roads 
coming towards Har Ki 
Pauri is very pathetic. He 
also raised questions on 

the deployment of a few 
security personnel for 
the security of the temple 
located on the outskirts 
of the city and on the 
banks of the Tawi river. 

Sahni, while demand-
ing complete control 
from the administration, 
said in a warning tone 
that he will not toler-
ate any act that hurts 
religious sentiments, if 
the illegal mining active 
in the Surya Putri Tawi 
river is not stopped, then 
Shiv Sainiks will take 
action on it. in their own 
way and during this time 
the administration will 
be responsible for the 
deterioration of law and 
order. 

On this occasion presi-
dent Mehila wing Meen-
akshi Chhibber, Gen 
secretary Vikas Bakshi, 
Vice president Sanjeev 
Kohli, Secretary Rajesh 
Handa were present.

BJP pays tribute to Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev

K.C. College of Education celebrates 
Holi at Old Age Home, Ambphalla

Dogra Sanstha Jammu invites books for Prof. 
Ram Nath Shastri Memorial Award-2024

Shiv Sena warns illegal mining mafia!
Religious sentiments of devotees visiting “Har 
Ki Pauri” are being hurt by illegal mining

Top News Report

HANDWARA, Mar 23:  
Langate Forest Divi-
sion in Range Rajwar 
took a major initiative to 
promote environmental 
sustainability through 
an impactful plantation 
drive.

The plantation drive 
was carried by forest 
division Lanagte range 
rajwar in collaboration 
with 21RR Army. 

The plantation drive 
was Kick Started by 
DFO Langate Aehzaz 
Ahmad and was accom-
panied by RO Rajwar 
Tariq Nazir along with 
others. 

They planted a variety 
of saplings, including 
indigenous tree spe-
cies, flowering plants, 
and shrubs, at Range 

Rajwar Compartment 
04.

He mentioned that by 
coming together for the 
plantation drive, their 
aim is to enhance the 
green cover in their divi-
sion and create a more 
welcoming and soothing 
atmosphere for future 
generations.

“We believe that a 

green and clean envi-
ronment is the corner-
stone of a prosperous 
community,” said RO 
Rajwar.

Forest of f icials of 
Range Rajwar also par-
ticipated in the event.

The event was hoisted 
by  BO Baderkali Sajad 
Ahmad Tantry and  field 
staff.

Forest Deptt starts Mega 
Plantation Drive at Baderkali

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: 
The Jammu & Kashmir 
National Panthers Party 
(Bhim) marked a signifi-
cant milestone as it cel-
ebrated its Foundation 
Day today, honouring the 
legacy of its founder, Prof. 
Bhim Singh, and paying 
tribute to the heroic mar-
tyrs Bhagat Singh, Raj 
Guru, and Sukhdev. The 
celebrations were held 
under the chairmanship 
of party President Vilak-
shan Singh.

On this auspicious 
occasion, members and 
supporters of the party 
gathered to commemo-
rate the vision and con-
tributions of Prof. Bhim 
Singh, a stalwart leader 
who dedicated his life to 
the empowerment and 

upliftment of the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir. Prof. 
Bhim Singh’s unwaver-
ing commitment to social 
justice and democratic 
principles continues to 
inspire the party and its 
supporters in their pursuit 
of a more equitable and 
inclusive society.

During the event, 
heartfelt tributes were 
also offered to the brave 
martyrs Bhagat Singh, 

Raj Guru, and Sukhdev, 
who sacrificed their lives 
for the freedom and inde-
pendence of the nation. 
Their courage, patriotism, 
and sacrifice serve as a 
timeless reminder of the 
enduring values of free-
dom, justice, and equal-
ity that the J&K National 
Panthers Party (Bhim) 
stands for.

Speaking at the cel-
ebration, Vilakshan 

Singh emphasized the 
importance of upholding 
the ideals and principles 
championed by Prof. 
Bhim Singh and the mar-
tyrs, urging all citizens to 
strive for a society based 
on equality, justice, and 
unity.

As the J&K National 
Panthers Party (Bhim) 
looks ahead to the future, 
it remains committed to 
advancing the cause of 

social justice, democracy, 
and peace in the region, 
guided by the principles 
of its esteemed founder 
and the spirit of the val-
iant martyrs.

V i lakshan S ingh 
announced that the party 
shall soon announce its 
candidates for the par-
liamentary elections and 
urged the public to vote 
for candidates of the 
party to enable the party 
to serve the people in a 
better way.

Other prominent lead-
ers who addressed 
the gathering included 
Naresh Chib, Balwan 
Singh, Sham Gorkha, 
Kesar Parveen,  Rajesh 
Gondhi, Jahangir Khan, 
Peerzadza Mudassar, 
Mushtaq Ahmed Khan, 
Rakesh Gupta, Navin 
Bali etc.  

Top News Report

KISHTWAR,  Mar 23: 
Senior Leader, Spokes-
person of Jammu 
and Kashmir National 
Conference,Chenab 
Valley Zone Ajeet Bhagat 
said that we strongly 
appeal to both the com-
munities of Kishtwar, 
Doda and Ramban dis-
tricts of Chenab Valley 
Zone to Vote and sup-
port Choudhary Lal 
Singh, 

 to defeat BJP candi-
date in upcoming par-
liamentary elections 
for Kathua-Udhampur 
constituency. During 
his two tenures, he 
sadly ignored the con-
cerns of the people of 
our valley and failed 
to deliver meaningful 
development. It is clear 
that he has not contrib-

uted significantly to the 
well-being of our com-
munity. So, we request 
you to cast your vote and 
rally behind Congress 
candidate Chaudhary 
Lal Singh from Kathua-
Udhampur segment.

 He has proved himself 
to be an able leader and 
has contributed substan-
tially to public welfare 
during his tenure as MP 
and Health Minister.

Top News Report

DODA, Mar 23: Doda 
Police said that based 
on a specific  informa-
tion regarding manu-
facturing of illicit liquor, 
a police team of Police 
Station Gandoh headed 
by Inspector Parvaiz 
Ahmed Khanday SHO 
PS Gandoh, assisted 
by PSI Avinash Khajoria 
raided the house of one 
Lekh Raj, S/O Uda Dass 
R/O Ranote and during 
search, 10 Ltrs of illicit 
liquor, around 40 Ltrs of 
Lahan and apparatus was 
recovered from the spot. 

In this connection, case 
FIR No. 18/2024 under 
relevant section under 
excise act has been reg-
istered at PS Gandoh and 
investigation started. 

Doda Police has 

launched a special drive 
against bootleggers, drug 
smugglers, bovine smug-
glers and has reiterated 
the appeal to general 
pubic to cooperate and 
assist the  police  so  that  
drug smuggling,  manu-
facturing/selling of illicit 
liquor and other  crime  
related  activities  are 
rooted out  from the soci-
ety  and crime free atmo-
sphere is built up.

JKNPP celebrates Foundation Day, Pays 
homage to Prof Bhim Singh

Bhagat asks  people  of 
Chenab Valley zone to defeat 
Dr. Jitender in LS Polls

Doda police seizes illicit 
liquor in Ranote area
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Prince Kanwaljit’s upcoming web series Plaster is 
inspired by a real-life instance

Actor-writer Prince 
Kanwaljit is back with 
another engrossing 
crime thriller, Plas-
ter, which is currently 
streaming on Chaupal. 
Directed by Mehul 
Gadani, the cast of this 
Punjabi web series was 
all praise for Prince KJ, 
as it has not only been 
well-written but also 
happens to leave an 
impression on minds of 
the audience. After all, 
Warning, Panchhi and 
Outlaw wouldn’t have 
been a success if Prince 
KJ hadn’t thought of it in 
the first place.

He shared, “It is a very 
happy moment for me. 
The title Plaster came 
to me when I was once 
having a chat with Gippy 
Grewal, and he was 
mentioning a story about 
his friend, who broke his 
leg and had to get a plas-
ter done. The story was 
so interesting that the 
word plaster stuck with 

me. When you watch 
the series, you will love 
each character. All the 
actors have done a fan-
tastic job, and we had 
fun during the shooting. I 
have a special bond with 
each actor, and they fit 
perfectly into their char-
acters.”

The extensive star 
cast includes Ashish 
Duggal, Sukhdeep 
Sukh, Diljot, Iqbal 

Charik, Deep Mandeep, 
Gurinder Makhna, Aman 
Cheema, Sukhwind-
er Chahal, Rangdev, 
Harpreet Bhoora, Lucky 
Mistry, Surinder Narula 
and Sanjeev Kaler. 
The series revolves 
around four young 
boys with low-income 
jobs, Bunty (Navdeep), 
Gora (Bharat), Mistri 
(Gurjit Lucky), Pradeep 
(Dharampreet Gill) 

and Honey (Mohanty 
Sharma). Their involve-
ment in a fraudulent 
drug deal that revolves 
around the mysterious 
‘plaster’ and the jigsaw 
puzzle that they’re stuck 
in is what the story is all 
about.

Fun time
Actor Sukhdeep Sukh 

calls his role a unique 
one, something that 
people haven’t seen 

much of in Punjabi films 
or series. He adds, “I am 
a stylised drug lord who 
is very conscious about 
what he wears and how 
he looks. It was hard to 
sit for long hours to get 
my hair bleached and 
coloured for the scenes. 
But then it is part of the 
career I chose.”

Actress Deep Man-
deep, who is a part of 
this male-dominated 
star cast, shares, “It is 
fun being on the sets 
with all those male 
actors. In no way did I 
feel performance pres-
sure, in fact, being less 
in numbers, only three 
or four actresses in this 
one, we got a special 
treatment. I am happy 
that OTT allows us to 
be experimental.”

Deep feels a lot has 
changed from when 
she began working in 
the industry, but there’s 
still need to be talks on 
pay parity.

Actress Rashami 
Desai will reportedly be 

seen in the upcoming 
movie Jahangir National 

University (JNU), where 
she will be seen playing 
a character based on 
the life of writer and pro-
fessor Nivedita Menon. 
The actress said: “First 
of all, a huge thanks to 
all my fans and sup-
porters for waiting so 
patiently to see me on 
screen. It was a con-
scious decision to take 
a bit of a break in order 
to do the kind of things 
I wanted to do. I have 
truly put my blood, 
sweat and all my efforts 
to get into the skin of my 
character and do com-
plete justice to it.”

“A lot of people’s faith 
and belief is associ-
ated with me and the 
project, and it’s my 
moral responsibil -
ity to take care of all 
of it. As an actor, right 
from the research and 
preparation stage to 
doing everything that’s 
needed to get deep into 
the character, I have 
done it all,” she said.

Rashami Desai to be a part of the 
film Jahangir National University

The new episode of ‘Shark 
Tank India 3’ witnessed a flurry 
of excitement as the gourmet 
popcorn brand, ‘Popcorn & 
Company’ sealed a lucrative 
deal worth Rs 75 lakh with 
shark Namita Thapar.

However, tensions ran high 
when the pitcher silenced 
shark Peyush Bansal, spark-
ing a reaction that left Anupam 
Mittal visibly frustrated.

Founder Vikas Suri started his 
pitch, saying, “Popcorns sold in 
99 per cent of the multiplexes 
use our machines, seeds, and 
spices. ‘Munna Bhai is incom-
plete without Circuit’. Similarly, 
the experience of watching a 
film is incomplete without eating 
popcorn. We can’t enjoy a film 
without popcorn. When ‘Sholay’ 
was released 50 years ago, 
salty popcorn was sold in small 
packets. And even now, when 
films like ‘Jawan’ and ‘Pathaan’ 
were released, popcorn was 
sold in cinemas.”

“For instance, caramel, 
cheesy sriracha, and butter 
salted popcorn. However, now-
adays, people don’t just watch 
films in the theatre. They also 
watch films on OTT at home. So 
l decided to deliver the experi-
ence of popcorn to people at 
home. And that’s how ‘Popcorn 
& Company’ was born. ‘Pop-
corn & Company’ delivers both 
ready-to-eat and ready-to-cook 
popcorn,” he said.

He asked for Rs 75 lakh for 7.5 
per cent equity.

Executive Director Namita of 
Emcure Pharmaceuticals Ltd 
said, “I go to the theatres along 
with my family regularly. All of 
us want popcorn. My children 
always prefer the caramel-
flavoured one. I like the butter 
salted popcorn and so does 
my husband. You rightly said 
we want the same experience 
at home. You have a great busi-
ness and a great product.”

“When did you begin your 

journey,” asked Namita.
Replying to her, Vikas said, 

“My journey began in 2019. 
I used to live in the US. After 
returning to India in 1996, I 
launched a company called 
Kitchenrama, which designed 
hotels, restaurants, catering 
companies, and food courts. I 
also provided them with equip-
ment.”

“Earlier, while working in the 
US, I used to work for a similar 
company called Gold Medal. 
I used to export popcorn to 
the whole world while working 
there. That’s how the whole 
association started,” shared 
Vikas.

The founder also owns anoth-
er venture— ‘Kitchenrama’, 
which imports and distributes 
machines, popcorn kernels 
and spice mixes to other busi-
nesses.

Vikas then treated the Sharks 
with the popcorns.

Founder and CEO Anupam 
of Shaadi.com said, “Boss, the 
strawberry popcorn is a class 
apart. Generally, I think a few 
food items including coffee and 
popcorn shouldn’t be flavoured. 
But this has a solid taste. It’s 

more suitable for couples on 
Valentine’s Day.”

Vikas replied, “We make stu-
pendous sales on Valentine’s 
Day.”

Namita then offered two con-
ditions to the founder—firstly, 
no new company-owned or 
franchise QSR kiosks will be 
opened in the future; secondly, 
seasonings will be the primary 
focus.

Co-Founder and CMO Aman 
Gupta of boAt said, “My sug-
gestion is to know your com-
petition better and also your 
numbers. It’s not my USP and 
it’s an expensive category for 
me. So I’m out.”

Co-founder and CEO Peyush 
of Lenskart.com went on to 
say, “Isn’t there a kiosk chain 
in the popcorn business? I’m 
surprised because the real 
margin is in the retail market. 
Its manufacturing cost is less 
than Rs 20. It’s a business with 
90 per cent margin: I’m saying 
hypothetically. If your sales are 
worth Rs 6 lakh, your gross 
profit should be Rs 5 lakh.”

“Suppose I pay Rs 1 lakh of 
Rs 5 lakh in salaries. In reality, 
I could be making 30 per cent 

profit from a kiosk. The cost of 
setting it up... That’s not hard,” 
said Peyush.

That’s when the founder Vikas 
said to Peyush, “Shhhhhh…..”, 
leaving everyone in shock.

Co-Founder and CEO Vineeta 
Singh of SUGAR Cosmetics 
said, “No! No! No! Aapne chup 
kara dia unko (You just shushed 
him).”

Anupam said, “Did he say 
that?”

Vineeta asked Vikas, “Were 
you a teacher or in the army 
before?”

Anupam lost his cool and said, 
“Sir, why are you here? You are 
Vikas Suri. The one who knows 
everything. We have been here 
for three years. Do you know 
this? Do you know about our 
work? You shushed a Shark 
abruptly here.”

Peyush said, “It’s okay. He is 
older than me.”

Anupam said, “Umar ki baat 
nahi hai, seat ki izzat hoti hai 
(It’s not about age. Position 
matters).”

Vikas apologised, saying, “I’m 
sorry if I hurt you, but I didn’t 
really say that.”

Anupam then said, “You know 
what we do. We invest money 
and give advice because we are 
experienced. We open a few 
doors. We help your business 
grow in the quick commerce 
segment. Simultaneously we 
learn too. After meeting you, I 
feel that you lack learning agility 
and humility. How will we build 
a business together?”

“Suri, your business struc-
ture is messy, besides all the 
personal issues I pointed out, 
That’s one big reason I’m out,” 
added Anupam.

The owner finally sealed a 
conditional deal with Shark 
Namita at Rs 75 lakh for 15 per 
cent equity plus 3 per cent roy-
alty until Rs 75 lakh is recouped.

‘Shark Tank India 3’ airs on 
Sony LIV.

‘Popcorn & Company’ owner shushes Peyush 
Bansal; Anupam Mittal says ‘seat ki izzat hoti hai’Actress Sharvari has 

said when she ventured 
into the world of cinema, 
she had no backing and 
knew that for surviving 
in the industry, her work 
needed to either be a 
hit or receive acclaim. 
Sharvari, who is gear-
ing up for the release of 
the film Vedaa, took to 
Instagram and shared 
a still from the film, fea-
turing actor John Abra-
ham.

The actress captioned 
it, “Every time anyone 
asked me what I wanted 
to become when I grow 
up, I only had one 
answer — I wanted to 
be an actor! Well it is 
easier said than done… 
years of patience, keep-
ing the fire burning 
inside for the love of the 
craft, honing my skills, 
controlling my insecuri-
ties, going through days 
of self-doubt and intro-
spection, coming out of 
that crashing down feel-

ing, because well… the 
stars have to really align 
to get that one project. 
That empowers you to 

deliver the best.” Shar-
vari stepped into the 
industry with the 2020 
film Bunty Aur Babli 2.

I had no backing, says Sharvari

Hollywood star Drew 
Barrymore does not shy 

away from talking about 
her personal life. Bar-

rymore was first mar-
ried to Jeremy Thomas 
from 1994 to 1995. She 
then got married to 
Tom Green from 2001 
to 2002.

In 2012, she married 
Will Kopelman and two 
welcomed two daugh-
ters together before 
divorcing in 2016.

Divorce became a 
topic of conversation 
after discussing Jen-
nifer Lopez’s Can’t Get 
Enough music video, in 
which she “pokes fun at 
being a four-time bride.”

“I had so much shame 
around divorce and, for 
some reason, some-
thing happened, and I 
said, ‘I’m no longer will-
ing to feel this way.’ And 
it just lifted from me,” 
said Barrymore about 
her own experience with 
divorce.

She added that she 
views divorce as a way 
to save “the precious 
commodity we have on 
this planet, which is only 
our time.”

The actress said, “And, 
when you’re truly in a 
situation that isn’t func-
tioning the way that, 
optimally, it hopes and 
wishes to be, we accept 
that, and we improve our 
quality of life by moving 
forward. Divorce now, to 
me, I don’t have shame 
around it. I’m totally lib-
erated.”

Drew Barrymore shares how she 
overcame the ‘shame’ of divorce

Singer Ricky Martin has 
shared that his father, Enrique 
Martin Negroni, encouraged 
him to come out as gay and 
added that his professional 
team encouraged him to con-
tinue concealing his sexuality.

“‘This is gonna be the end of 
your career’,” he recalled being 
told. “You don’t have to tell the 
world. Your friends know, your 
family know. Why do you need 
to stand in front of the camera 
and talk about it?” While his 
team “didn’t understand the 
importance” of coming out, the 
singer’s father did, especially 

after the ‘Maria’ hitmaker wel-
comed his twin sons, Matteo 
and Valentino, in 2008.

“He said, ‘What are you gonna 
(do), teach your kids to lie? You 
gotta be open. You gotta go 
out... I want to help you. How 
can we do this?’” said the 
Grammy winner.

“And I’m like, ‘All right, Dad, 
I’m working on it. Gimme a 
second. I don’t know how. I don’t 
know if it’s through an interview. 
I don’t know if I want to write a 
letter and tweet it. I don’t know. 
Gimme a break. It’ll come’.”

Ricky Martin says his father encouraged him 
to publicly come out of the closet
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NEW DELHI, Mar 23 (Agen-
cies): Indian Navy will take 
“affirmative action” to ensure a 
safer and more secure Indian 
Ocean Region, its chief Admi-
ral R Hari Kumar said on Satur-
day while citing the anti-piracy 
operations undertaken by the 
naval force in the last 100 days.

In response to a query during 
a press conference at the new-
ly-built Nausena Bhawan here, 
he said “no Indian-flagged 
vessel” has been targeted by 
the Houthis at sea.

Earlier in the day, INS Kolkata, 
carrying 35 pirates who were 
apprehended in a recent oper-
ation off the coast of Somalia, 
reached Mumbai, the Navy said. 
These pirates were handed over 
to the Mumbai police for further 
legal action under Indian laws, 
specifically the Maritime Anti-
Piracy Act, 2022.

The Navy chief cited the dra-
matic mid-sea operation under-
taken by the Navy along with the 
IAF that ended a three-month 
hijacking of a bulk carrier with 
the deployment of its warship 

INS Kolkata, long-endurance 
Sea Guardian drones, P-8I sur-
veillance aircraft and airdrop-
ping of elite MARCOS comman-
dos from a C-17 plane.

The Navy seized the former 
Maltese-flagged vessel, res-
cued 17 hostages and captured 
35 armed pirates in the nearly 
40-hour operation around 2,600 
km from the Indian coast that 
experts say was the first such 
successful takeover of a cargo 
ship from the Somali pirates in 
the last around seven years.

In the last 10 years, this was 

the largest operation in which 
the Indian Navy caught 35 
pirates, the Navy chief said.

Admiral Kumar also said the 
Maritime Anti-Piracy Act, 2022, 
has been a “great enabler” for 
security forces, especially the 
Indian Navy which involved is 
in anti-piracy operations.

He had recently said the 
Navy has got a shot in the arm 
because of this legislation and 
underlined the deployment to 
counter-piracy attempts.

Asked if this has elevated the 
image of the Indian Navy as the 

first responder, Admiral Kumar 
said, “Bharat is on the trajectory 
to becoming a great power.”

With “great power, comes 
great responsibility”, he said, 
while asserting that the “Indian 
Navy is determined to protect, 
preserve, promote and pursue 
our national interests in mari-
time domain”.

Asked how long these opera-
tions will continue, Admiral 
Kumar replied, till the Indian 
Ocean is safe and secure. 
“Indian Navy will take affirma-
tive action to ensure safer, more 
secure Indian Ocean Region.”

So, whether it is Indian nation-
als or vessels, “we will ensure 
their protection”, the Navy chief 
said.

“We are the largest resident 
naval power in the Indian 
Ocean. Indian Navy’s respon-
sibility is to ensure the Indian 
Ocean Region remains safe, 
secure, and stable and we will 
ensure that it is free, open, inclu-
sive, and rules-based order is 
maintained,” he added.

Will take affirmative action to ensure safer Indian 
Ocean Region: Navy chief on anti-piracy ops

NEW DELHI, Mar 
23 (Agencies): AAP 
leader Arvind Kejriw-
al’s wife Sunita, in her 
first address following 
his arrest, on Saturday 
read out a message in 
which the Delhi chief 
minister asserted that 
every moment of his life 
has been dedicated to 
serving the country.

In a message from the 
Enforcement Director-
ate’s (ED) custody, the 
Delhi chief minister said 
no bar can keep him 

inside and he will soon 
return.

He also assured that 
it has never happened 
that he failed to fulfil 
any promise, assur-
ing women about the 
implementation of a 
scheme that will pro-
vide an honorarium of 
Rs 1,000 per month to 
eligible beneficiaries.

The Delhi chief min-
ister is in ED custody 
till March 28, following 
his arrest by the agency 
in connection with a 

money-laundering case 
linked to Delhi’s now-
scrapped excise policy.

“Whether inside or 
outside, every moment 
of my life is dedicated 
to serving the country. 
Every drop of my blood 
is dedicated to the 
country,” Kejriwal said.

He added that he was 
born for struggles and 
is destined for bigger 
challenges in future as 
well.

Kejriwal also assert-
ed that India has to 
be shaped into the 
strongest and greatest 
country in the world. 
There are internal and 
external forces that are 
trying to weaken the 
country and these need 
to be fought, he said.

The AAP leader also 
appealed to the women 
to visit temples and 
seek blessings for him.

‘No bar can keep me inside’: 
Arvind Kejriwal writes from 
jail, wife reads out messageIn response to a query, he said ‘no Indian-flagged vessel’ has been targeted by 

the Houthis at sea Delhi CM says don’t hate BJP members because of my arrest; 
they are our brothers

CHANDIGARH, Mar 
23 (Agencies): The 
IAF’s Chinook heavy-
lift helicopters would be 
equipped with a spe-
cially designed ‘human-
itarian assistance and 
disaster relief platform’ 
that would be carried in 
the underslung mode for 
evacuating people, ferry 
relief teams and equip-
ment, and undertake 
fire-fighting operations.

The Ministry of 
Defence has reached 
out to the industry 
through its Innovation 
in Defence Excellence 
(IDeX) scheme to devel-
op a lightweight modular 
underslung platform for 
mass casualty evacua-
tion with seating capa-
bility of minimum of 
30 that can be under-
slung to rescue a large 
number of casualties.

The platform would 
also have a module 
with rapid water suc-

tion, storage and dis-
pensation capability for 
carrying out firefighting 
operations from air-
craft. Besides dealing 
with calamities in built 
up areas, this could 
also be used to combat 
forest fires.

The platform, slung 
under the helicopter 
with a cable of requi-
site length, would be 
positioned close to the 
ground and enable quick 
evacuation from build-

ings, flood hit areas, 
hilly terrain and other 
disaster affected areas 
where a helicopter may 
not be able to land, Air 
Force sources said. The 
other option in such a 
situation is to individu-
ally winch up casualties, 
which is time consum-
ing and also difficult if a 
person is injured.

The platform, accord-
ing to the IDeX docu-
ment, would have mul-
tiple safety features to 

ensure protection of 
rescued persons, indi-
vidual restraints or seat 
belts, technology to 
preserve human life like 
ballistic parachute, com-
munication system with 
the helicopter crew and 
ground teams, good vis-
ibility to enable carriage 
of rescue assistance 
teams, rapid ingress 
and egress design and 
stability in flight to pre-
vent any swing.

The IAF had inducted 
the US-made Boeing 
CH-47F(I) Chinook 
tandem-rotor multi 
mission helicopter in 
March 2019 with the 
Chand iga r h - based 
No.126 Helicopter Unit. 
A total of 15 Chinooks 
were procured, with half 
the fleet operating with 
No.124 Helicopter Unit 
based at Mohanbari in 
Assam.

Chinooks have a pay-
load capacity of up to 

55 persons, 24 stretch-
ers or 12,000 kg cargo. 
These are deployed 
regularly for air main-
tenance missions to 
the Himalayan frontier 
in the northern as well 
as the eastern theatres, 
ferrying in troops, artil-
lery guns, equipment 
and road construction 
machinery, as well as 
disaster relief opera-
tions.

Chinooks have also 
been tasked for special 
operations and other 
logistical missions 
across the country. In 
addition, they have been 
called upon to assist 
other government agen-
cies, the most recent 
being the test flight of 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation’s Pushpak 
Reusable Launch Vehi-
cle, where a Chinook 
was used to drop the 
craft from an altitude of 
4,500 meters.

IAF’s Chinook heavy-lift choppers to have underslung 
disaster relief platform for mass casualty 
evacuation, fire fighting

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 
(Agencies): The CBI 
on Saturday conducted 
searches on the prem-
ises of former TMC MP 
Mahua Moitra in multi-
ple locations, including 
Kolkata, in connection 
with the alleged cash-
for-query case, officials 
said.

Teams of the central 
probe agency reached 
Moitra’s residence 
in Kolkata and other 
cities early on Satur-
day, informed about the 
search proceedings and 
started the operation, 
they said.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) reg-
istered an FIR against 
the former Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) MP 
on Thursday on the 
directives of the Lokpal, 
which has instructed the 
agency to file a report 
within six months, they 

said.
Moitra was expelled 

from the Lok Sabha in 
December for “unethical 
conduct”.

The former MP has 
challenged her expul-
sion in the Supreme 
Court and will again be 
in the hustings during 
the upcoming general 
elections as a TMC can-
didate from the Krish-
nanagar seat in West 
Bengal.

The Lokpal, the anti-
corruption ombuds-
man, issued the direc-

tions to the CBI after 
receiving the findings 
of its preliminary inquiry 
into allegations made 
against Moitra by BJP 
MP Nishikant Dubey.

Dubey, a Lok Sabha 
member, alleged that 
Moitra had asked ques-
tions in the House in 
exchange for cash and 
gifts from Dubai-based 
businessman Darshan 
Hiranandani to mount 
an attack on industrial-
ist Gautam Adani and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, among others.

Cash-for-query case: CBI 
conducts searches at premises 
of former TMC MP Mahua Moitra

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 (Agencies): 
Six former MLAs of the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly, who were dis-
qualified as Congress legislators 
after defying a party whip, joined 
the BJP on Saturday amid the 
continuing political crisis in the 
state.

They joined the BJP in the pres-
ence of Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur, former Himachal chief 
minister Jai Ram Thakur and 
its state unit president Rajeev 
Bindal.

Welcoming the former lawmak-
ers into the party, Thakur said 
their presence will strengthen 
the BJP further as he accused 
the Congress government in the 
state of failing to fulfil its prom-
ises, leading to all-round anger 
among people.

Thakur said these leaders sup-
ported the BJP in the recent 
Rajya Sabha election, reflecting 
“public anger” against the Con-
gress.

Those who joined the BJP are 
Sudhir Sharma, Ravi Thakur, 
Rajinder Rana, Inder Dutt Lakhan-
pal, Chetanya Sharma and Devin-
der Kumar Bhutto -- all elected on 
a Congress ticket and disqualified 
on February 29 for defying a party 

whip to be present in the House 
and vote in favour of the state gov-
ernment during a cut motion and 
budget.

The Election Commission has 
announced bypolls for their con-
stituencies and they are expected 
to contest as BJP candidates.

Three Independent MLAs -- 
Ashish Sharma, Hoshiyar Singh 
and KL Thakur -- who submitted 
their resignations on Friday, are 
also likely to join the BJP soon.

The Congress government led by 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu was last month plunged 
into a crisis after the BJP won the 
Rajya Sabha poll for the state’s 
lone seat due to the support of 
these nine MLAs.

Though Sukhu has been putting 

up a brave face and there appears 
to be no immediate threat to his 
government, the BJP is looking to 
bring down his dispensation with 
bypoll wins amid a view that it may 
draw more legislators of the ruling 
party into its fold.

With the disqualification of the six 
Congress MLAs, the strength of 
the ruling party came down from 
39 to 33 in the now 62-member 
assembly.

Its original strength is 68. The 
BJP has 25 members.

The Speaker, who can vote only 
in the case of a tie during a floor 
test, is affiliated to the Congress.

The resignations of the three 
Independent MLAs have further 
reduced the assembly’s strength.

Congress’ disqualified Himachal 
MLAs join BJP

With the disqualification of the six Congress MLAs, the strength of the 
ruling party came down from 39 to 33 in the now 62-member assembly. MUMBAI, Mar 23 

(Agencies): Gangster 
Prasad Pujari, accused 
of being involved in 
several serious crimes 
including murder, extor-
tion and kidnapping, 
was brought back to 
India after his deporta-
tion from China in the 
wee hours of Saturday, 
and was then placed 
under arrest by the 
Mumbai police, an offi-
cial said.

Gangster Pujari alias 
Subhash Vitthal Pujari 
alias Siddharth Shetty 
alias Siddhu alias Sidh 
alias Johny is a former 
member of the gangs 
led by gangsters Kumar 
Pillai and Chhota Rajan.

He was staying in 
China, and was arrest-
ed there last year. 
After that, the Mumbai 
police’s Crime Branch 
continuously tried to 
bring him back to the 
country, he said.

Pujari is allegedly 
involved in eight seri-
ous cases in Mumbai, 
including firing, extortion 
and murder. A resident 
of Tagore Nagar in Vikh-

roli, he had fled from the 
country years ago. He 
had allegedly targeted 
builders and business-
men in eastern Mumbai, 
the crime branch official 
said.

Pujari’s name came up 
in the case of firing on 
Shiv Sena worker Chan-
drakant Jadhav, who 
lived in the Vikhroli area, 
in December 2019. He 
was apprehended by 
authorities in Hong Kong 
in February 2023.

“Following a tip-off by 
the Interpol, Pujari was 
arrested in March last 
year in Hong Kong on 
the charges of possess-
ing a fake passport. He 

was held when he was 
preparing to board a 
flight from Hong Kong 
to Shenzhen (city in 
China). Pujari, who is 
married to a Chinese 
national, was residing in 
Shenzhen with his wife 
and a child at the time 
of his arrest,” the official 
added.

In 2020, the Mumbai 
police’s crime branch 
had arrested Pujari’s 
mother, Indira Vitthal 
Pujari, for her alleged 
involvement in the case 
of extortion of a builder 
from Vikhroli.

She was arrested 
under the Maharashtra 
Control of Organised 

Crime Act (MCOCA) for 
allegedly extorting Rs 10 
lakh from a developer, 
the official said.

Prasad Pujari used to 
extort money from busi-
nessmen and known 
people using interna-
tional numbers as well 
and gave death threats 
to some of the leading 
film directors, producers 
and Bollywood actors. 
His gang is very active 
in Mumbai, Thane and 
Navi Mumbai localities, 
he added.

After being deported 
from China, he was 
brought to India shortly 
around 1 am on Satur-
day.

He was then placed 
under arrest by the 
Mumbai police in one 
of the cases registered 
against him at the Vikh-
roli police station under 
sections including 307 
(attempt to murder), 
120-B (conspiracy) as 
well as the MCOCA. The 
Anti Extortion Cell (AEC) 
of the crime branch took 
him into custody, the 
official said.

Gangster Prasad Pujari brought back 
to India from China; placed under 
arrest by Mumbai cops
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MOSCOW, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Russian 
officials say the death 
toll has risen to 115 in 
an attack by assailants 
who burst into a concert 
hall and sprayed the 
crowd with gunfire.

The Islamic State 
group has claimed 
responsibility for Fri-
day’s attack in a state-
ment. The attack was 
the deadliest in Russia 
in years and left the 
concert hall in flames 
with a collapsing roof.

The head of Rus-
sia’s Federal Security 
Service told President 
Vladimir Putin on Sat-
urday that four people 
directly involved in the 
attack were among 11 
detained, Russian state 
news agency Tass said.

Images shared by Rus-
sian state media Satur-
day showed a fleet of 
emergency vehicles 
still gathered outside 
the ruins of Crocus City 
Hall, a shopping mall 
and music venue with 
a capacity of more than 
6,000 people in Kras-
nogorsk, on Moscow’s 
western edge.

Friday’s attack came 
just days after President 
Vladimir Putin cement-
ed his grip on power in 
a highly orchestrated 

electoral landslide.
Videos posted online 

showed gunmen in the 
venue shooting civil-
ians at point-blank 
range. The roof of the 
theatre, where crowds 
had gathered Friday 
for a performance by 
the Russian rock band 
Picnic, collapsed in the 
early hours of Saturday 
morning as firefighters 
spent hours fighting a 
fire which erupted during 
the attack.

In a statement posted 
by its Aamaq news 
agency, the Islam-
ic State’s affiliate in 
Afghanistan said it had 
attacked a large gath-
ering of “Christians” in 
Krasnogorsk. It was not 

immediately possible to 
verify the authenticity of 
the claim.

However, a US intel-
ligence official told The 
Associated Press that 
US intelligence agen-
cies had confirmed that 
IS was responsible for 
the attack.

The official said US 
intelligence agencies 
had gathered informa-
tion in recent weeks 
that the IS branch was 
planning an attack in 
Moscow, and that US 
officials had privately 
shared the intelligence 
earlier this month with 
Russian officials.

The official was briefed 
on the matter but was 
not authorised to pub-

licly discuss the intelli-
gence information and 
spoke to the AP on con-
dition of anonymity.

Messages of outrage, 
shock and support for 
those affected have 
since streamed in from 
around the world.

On Friday, the UN 
Security Council con-
demned “the heinous 
and cowardly terrorist 
attack” and underlined 
the need for the per-
petrators to be held 
accountable.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres also 
condemned the terror-
ist attack “in the stron-
gest possible terms”, his 
spokesman said.

Meanwhile, in Moscow 

itself, hundreds of 
people stood in line Sat-
urday morning to donate 
blood and plasma, Rus-
sia’s health ministry 
said.

Putin, who extended 
his grip on Russia for 
another six years in this 
week’s presidential vote 
after a sweeping crack-
down on dissent, had 
publicly denounced the 
Western warnings of a 
potential terrorist attack 
as an attempt to intimi-
date Russians.

“All that resembles 
open blackmail and an 
attempt to frighten and 
destabilize our society,” 
he said earlier this week.

In October 2015, a 
bomb planted by the 
Islamic State downed 
a Russian passenger 
plane over Sinai, killing 
all 224 people on board, 
most of them Russian 
vacation-goers return-
ing from Egypt.

The group, which oper-
ates mainly in Syria and 
Iraq but also in Afghani-
stan and Africa, also has 
claimed several attacks 
in Russia’s volatile Cau-
casus and other regions 
in the past years. It 
recruited fighters from 
Russia and other parts 
of the former Soviet 
Union.

Russian detains suspects after deadly Moscow 
concert hall attack that killed 115 people

LONDON, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Support 
to Kate Middleton has 
started pouring in from 
all over the world after 
she said tests follow-
ing abdominal surgery 
showed cancer had 
been present and she 
was undergoing pre-
ventative chemothera-
py. Seated on a bench 
at Windsor, dressed 
in casually jeans and 
a nautical str iped 
sweater, the Princess 
of Wales delivered her 
personal address. This 
was perhaps enough 
to shame and shut up 
skeptics and cynically 
rumours and gossip on 
the social media sur-
rounding her. “I wanted 
to take this opportu-
nity to say thank you, 
personally, for all the 
wonderful messages 
of support and for your 
understanding whilst I 
have been recovering 
from surgery,” she said 
in the video message, 
adding that it has been 
an “incredibly tough 
couple of months” for 
the entire family.

“In January, I under-
went major abdomi-
nal surgery in London 
and at the time, it was 
thought that my condi-
tion was noncancer-
ous. The surgery was 
successful. However, 

tests after the operation 
found cancer had been 
present. My medical 
team therefore advised 
that I should undergo a 
course of preventative 
chemotherapy and I am 
now in the early stages 
of that treatment,” she 
added.

The Princess of Wales 
said that this has come 
as a shock to the entire 
family and thanked the 
love and support of her 
husband Prince Wil-
liams and all others.

“As you can imagine, 
this has taken time. It 
has taken me time to 
recover from major sur-
gery in order to start my 
treatment. But, most 
importantly, it has taken 
us time to explain every-
thing to George, Char-
lotte and Louis in a way 
that is appropriate for 
them, and to reassure 
them that I am going to 
be OK,” she further said.

She also requested 
for time, space and pri-
vacy as she undergoes 
the cancer treatment 
and also extended her 
wishes for others suffer-
ing from the disease.

“We hope that you 
will understand that, as 
a family, we now need 
some time, space and 
privacy while I complete 
my treatment. My work 
has always brought me 

a deep sense of joy and 
I look forward to being 
back when I am able, 
but for now I must focus 
on making a full recov-
ery,” the Duchess said.

She added, “At this 
time, I am also thinking 
of all those whose lives 
have been affected by 
cancer. For everyone 
facing this disease, in 
whatever form, please 
do not lose faith or hope. 
You are not alone.” 
This comes as another 
shock to the British 
Royal Family after King 
Charles III was diag-
nosed with cancer. It 
was said that he was 
caught with an unspeci-
fied type of cancer that 
was caught while under-
going a procedure for a 
benign enlarged pros-
tate. Charles (75) has 
withdrawn from public 
duties while he is under-
going cancer treatment.

Kate issued an apol-
ogy and said that she 
was ‘experimenting’ with 
editing the photograph.

“Like many amateur 
photographers, I do 
occasionally experiment 
with editing. I wanted 
to express my apolo-
gies for any confusion 
the family photograph 
we shared yesterday 
caused,” she posted on 
X. “I would hope it would 
put the speculation to 
rest,” royal biographer 
Claudia Joseph said 
in an interview. “Obvi-
ously, they would hope 
the speculation ends 
but, in reality, it’s social 
media and people are 
often incredibly viral and 
troll people left right and 
centre... They speculate 
and, and talk absolute 
nonsense.”

Kate Middleton releases 1st 
video after cancer diagnosis; 
elegantly shuts up skeptics’ 
cynical gossip around her

The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement posted 
on affiliated channels on social media

MANILA, Mar 23 (Agencies): 
The Philippines said the China 
Coast Guard blocked a Filipino 
supply vessel and damaged it 
with water cannon Saturday 
morning near a reef off the 
Southeast Asian country.

The Philippine military said 
the nearly hour-long attack 
occurred off Second Thomas 
Shoal in the contested South 
China Sea, where Chinese 
ships have unleashed water 
cannon and collided with Filipi-
no vessels in similar stand-offs 
in recent months.

The military released video 
clips that showed a white ship 
repeatedly dousing another 
vessel sailing alongside it with a 
water cannon. One clip showed 
two white ships simultaneously 
firing water at the same vessel.

Another clip showed a white 
ship marked “China Coast 
Guard” crossing the bow of a 
grey vessel it identified as the 
Philippine supply boat Unaizah 
May 4, which was damaged 
in a China Coast Guard water 
cannon attack in the same area 
on March 5 that left four crew 
members injured.

It said the videos were taken 
Saturday morning while the 
Unaizah May 4 was on its way 
to Ayungin Shoal -- the Filipino 
name for the outcrop garri-
soned by a small unit of Philip-
pine troops that is also claimed 
by Beijing.

“The UM4 supply boat sus-
tained heavy damages at 
around 08:52 (am) due to the 
continued blasting of water can-
nons from the CCG vessels,” 
the military said in a statement, 
without describing the nature of 
the damage or whether there 
were any casualties.

Despite the attack, the dam-
aged vessel and a coast guard 
escort ship that came to its aid 
later delivered its cargo as well 
as six navy personnel to the Fili-
pino outpost, the military said in 
an update.

The military also released 
another video clip which it 
said was taken after the water 
cannon attack and showed 
a Chinese vessel deploying 
“floating barriers to prevent fur-
ther entry of any vessels in the 
shoal”.

The Philippine soldiers sta-
tioned on the shoal live on a 
derelict navy ship, the BRP 
Sierra Madre, and require fre-
quent resupplies for food, water 
and other necessities as well 
as transport for personnel rota-
tions.

China Coast Guard spokes-
man Gan Yu said in a state-
ment that the Philippine convoy 
“forcibly intruded into the area 
despite the Chinese side’s 
repeated warnings and route 
controls”, adding the Chinese 
carried out “control, obstruction 
and eviction in accordance with 

law”.
“We sternly warn the Philip-

pine side: those who play with 
fire will bring shame on them-
selves. The Chinese Coast 
Guard is ready at all times to 
resolutely safeguard our coun-
try’s territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests,” 
Gan added.

China claims almost the entire 
South China Sea, brushing off 
rival claims from other coun-
tries including the Philippines 
and an international ruling that 
its assertion has no legal basis.

‘Impeded and encircled’
The latest confrontation came 

four days after visiting Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said the 
United States stood by its “iron-
clad” commitments to defend 
longtime ally Manila against 
armed attack in the South China 
Sea. Two days after Blinken’s 
visit to Manila, the China Coast 
Guard also tried to drive away 
Filipino scientists who landed 
on two cays near Scarborough 

Shoal, another contested South 
China Sea outcrop.

The Unaizah May 4 was joined 
Saturday by an escort of two 
Filipino coast guard vessels 
and two Philippine Navy ships, 
a Philippine military statement 
said.

“This particular mission was 
set up to ensure a full troop 
complement on board BRP 
Sierra Madre after one person-
nel needing serious medical 
attention was recently evacu-
ated,” it added.

Commodore Jay Tarriela, a 
Philippine coast guard spokes-
man for South China Sea 
issues, said in a separate state-
ment that its escort vessel, the 
BRP Cabra, was “impeded and 
encircled” by three Chinese 
coast guard and other vessels 
early Saturday.

As a result, Cabra was “isolat-
ed from the resupply boat due to 
the irresponsible and provoca-
tive behaviour of the Chinese 
maritime forces”, he added.

Philippines says China attacks supply vessel 
with water cannon

TAIPEI, Mar 23 (Agencies): Taiwan’s 
Minister of Digital Affairs, Audrey Tang, 
has declared TikTok, the social media 
platform owned by a China-based com-
pany, as a significant national security 
threat, Central News agency Taiwan 
reported.

Tang emphasised that the platform’s 
association with foreign adversaries 
aligns with the United States’ perspec-
tive, which deems TikTok a potential 
risk to national security.

In a recent legislative hearing, Tang 
stated, “Taiwan has classified TikTok as 
a dangerous product.” She explained 
that any product susceptible to control 
by foreign adversaries, either directly 
or indirectly, poses a threat to national 
information and communication secu-
rity according to Taiwan’s standards, as 
reported by CNA Taiwan.

The move in Taiwan follows a simi-
lar trend in the United States. The US 
House of Representatives recently 
passed a bill targeting ByteDance, Tik-
Tok’s parent company, giving it a time-
line to divest its US assets or face a 
nationwide ban. This legislation mirrors 
Taiwan’s concerns about foreign influ-
ence over digital platforms.

Tang disclosed that Taiwan’s Ministry 
of Digital Affairs (MODA) has proposed 
an amendment to the Cyber Security 
Management Act, echoing apprehen-
sions voiced in the U.S. House bill 
regarding indirect foreign influence. 

This amendment reflects Taiwan’s com-
mitment to safeguarding its digital infra-
structure from external interference.

TikTok’s usage is already restricted 
within Taiwanese government agen-
cies and their premises. However, Tang 
hinted at the possibility of extending 
this ban to schools, non-governmental 
agencies, and public spaces, pending 
a decision by the Cabinet. She empha-
sized that such a decision would entail 
a comprehensive assessment, con-
sidering legal processes and practical 
feasibility.

“The final decision will be made by the 
Cabinet after extensive consideration 
of opinions in the various sectors,” the 
ministry asserted. It highlighted ongoing 
inter-ministerial discussions convened 
by the Cabinet to address this issue 
effectively.

Additionally, the digital ministry dis-
closed its vigilance regarding the 
progress of the TikTok bill in the US 
Congress, indicating a keen interest 
in international developments shaping 
digital security policies.

In line with existing regulations estab-
lished in 2019 and revised in 2022, any 
information and communication system 
or service with the potential to disrupt 
government operations or societal sta-
bility is classified as a product endan-
gering national information and commu-
nication security, CNA Taiwan reported.

Taiwan Declares Chinese Social Media 
App TikTok A National Security Threat

JERUSALEM, Mar 
23 (Agencies): Israeli 
forces fighting in Gaza 
have killed more than 
170 gunmen during their 
days-long raid at the 
Palestinian enclave’s 
main hospital, the mili-
tary said on Saturday.

Israeli troops entered 
Al Shifa Hospital in 
Gaza City in the early 
hours of Monday morn-
ing and have been 
combing through the 
sprawling complex, 

which the military says 
is connected to a tunnel 
network used as a base 
for Hamas and other 
Palestinian fighters.

“Thus far, the forces 
eliminated more than 
170 terrorists in the 
area of the hospital, 
questioned over 800 
suspects, and located 
numerous weapons and 
terror infrastructure,” the 
military said.

Al Shifa, the Gaza 
Strip’s biggest hospital 

before the war, is now 
one of the few health-
care facilities even par-
tially operational in the 
north of the territory, and 
had also been housing 
displaced civilians.

More than 350 Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad mili-
tants have so far been 
detained at the hospital, 
the largest number cap-
tured at the same time 
since the war began in 
October, the military said 
on Thursday.

Hamas and medical 
staff deny that the hos-
pital is used for military 
purposes or to shelter 
fighters.

In recent days, Hamas 
spokespeople have said 
that the dead announced 
in previous Israeli state-
ments were not fighters 
but patients and dis-
placed people and have 
accused Israel of war 
crimes.

The Israeli military, 

which has lost two sol-
diers in combat at the 
hospital, says it is pre-
venting harm to civilians, 
patients and medical 
staff there.

Israel faced heavy 
criticism last Novem-
ber when troops first 
raided the hospital. The 
troops uncovered tun-
nels there, which they 
said had been used as 
command and control 
centres by Hamas.

170 Gaza Gunmen Killed In Hospital Raid, Says Israel
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BSF special Director Gen-
eral reviews operational 
preparedness along LoC

Kashmir, highlighting their role in shaping 
the future of BSF personnel.

During the visit, Khurania interacted with 
senior officers, subordinate officers and 
jawans through a “Prahari Sammelan”.

The BSF SDG lauded the high level of 
professionalism exhibited by the BSF per-
sonnel and urged them to maintain high 
vigil to thwart any attempts to disrupt peace 
and harmony in the valley.

Khurania’s visit to the Kashmir Frontier 
underscores the BSF’s unwavering com-
mitment to safeguard India’s borders and 
ensure the safety and security of its citi-
zens, the spokesman said.

Asia’s largest Tulip 
garden opens for visitors 

in Srinagar
the garden the cherish the beauty of 

tulips,” he said.
As locals and tourists jostled to get a 

glimpse of the iconic garden on it’s open-
ing day, the officials said that in the coming 
days the garden will be it’s full bloom.

The picturesque garden, located on the 
foothills of the Zabarwan mountain range 
and banks of majestic Dal Lake – has mul-
tiple varieties of red, yellow and pink early 
blooming and late blooming tulip bulbs.

Notably, ahead of opening of the garden 
this week, the Divisional Commissioner 
(Div Com) Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri 
convened a meeting to review the arrange-
ments at Asia’s largest Tulip Garden for 
visitors.

The meeting was attended by Director 
Floriculture, SSP Traffic Srinagar, Joint 
Commissioner SMC, officers of Tourism 
department and Srinagar Smart City Lim-
ited.

The meeting held threadbare discussion 
regarding opening of garden for visitors, 
traffic management, parking space, sanita-
tion, cleanliness drive, fixing of potholes, 
online ticketing and other arrangements.

Death toll in Sangrur spu-
rious liquor case rises to 

20; SIT Formed
the opposition parties Congress and the 

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) over the San-
grur hooch tragedy.

A case has already been registered under 
Section 302 (murder) of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and the Excise Act.

The police on Saturday said that a high-
level committee has been set up to super-
vise uncovering of the backward and for-
ward linkages in a professional and scien-
tific manner to unearth the nexus behind 
the whole matter.

A four-member SIT headed by ADGP 
(law and order) Gurinder Singh Dhillon will 
supervise the investigations.

Deputy Inspector General (Patiala Range) 
Harcharan Bhullar, Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Sangrur, Sartaj Chahal, and 
Additional Commissioner (Excise) Naresh 
Dubey will be part of the SIT.

“The SIT will go to the bottom of the con-
spiracy. No person found involved will be 
spared,” police said.

The district administration has already 
formed a five-member committee, led by 
the Dirba sub-divisional magistrate, to 
investigate the matter.The police had ear-
lier recovered 200 litres of ethanol, 156 
bottles of alcohol, 130 bottles containing 
suspected spurious liquor with labelling, 80 
bottles containing spurious liquor without 
labelling, 4,500 empty bottles and a bottling 
machine etc.The police had said with the 
arrests made until Thursday it had busted 
a gang which had just started selling spuri-
ous liquor in the area in view of the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls.

The gang could have affected the conduct 
of the elections by luring the voters, the 

police had said in a statement.
A survey was also being conducted in 

the affected villages to find out if anyone 
else reported symptoms of deterioration 
in health.

Kashmiri Doctor commits 
suicide in Delhi

most of these cases.The Mental health 
experts believe that various challenges 
faced by Kashmiri students studying 
outside JK, including personal setbacks, 
can contribute to feelings of isolation and 
depression, increasing the risk of suicide.

8th Class Exams: JKS-
CERT postpones exam 

of all papers except for 
English subject

JKSCERT of Kashmir division in a com-
munique said that in view of Middle Stan-
dard Examination 2024 and furnishing 
the stock position of question papers and 
reference, it is submitted that the confi-
dential material of MSE 2023-24 shall be 
dispatched on 23-03-2024 in respect of 
Kashmir Division.“It is here to mention 
that regional language paper of soft zone 
already notified to be held on March-24-

2024 needs to be rescheduled as the 
regional language paper shall not be sup-
plied on the said date due to paucity of 
time,” it reads. The joint director of the 
council further said, “Keeping in view the 
matter, it is requested that the regional 
language paper scheduled on March-24-
2024 in respect of soft zone may kindly 
be rescheduled and shall be conducted 
on 7th of April along with Hard zone paper 
of regional languages.”Meanwhile a com-
plex head in Srinagar said, “Normally we 
used to get the entire confidential material 
including the question papers before the 
commencement of examinations.”He said, 
“This year, the complex heads received the 
confidential materials at the 11th hour and 
a portion of it is yet to be received includ-
ing the question papers of Kashmiri and 
English subjects.”

Clouds break, sun 
peeps through in J&K 

after 2 Days
degrees Celsius as the minimum tem-

perature today.
Leh town in Ladakh region had 0.4, Kargil 

6.2 and Drass minus 6.7 degrees Celsius 
as the minimum temperature.

Jammu city had 14.4, Katra 15.2, Batote 
9.1, Bhaderwah 7 and Banihal 7.6 as the 
minimum temperature.
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JAMMU, Mar 23: The 
‘Education Leadership 
Development Training 
Program’ hosted by the 
Executive Education and 
Consultancy (EE&C) divi-
sion of Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM) 
Jammu, culminated on 
22nd March 2024, mark-
ing the successful com-
pletion of its intensive 
five-day schedule. 

Tailored specifically for 
the College Principals 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
this program aimed at 
enriching participants 
with essential leadership 
skills crucial for navigat-
ing contemporary edu-
cational landscapes and 
meeting the evolving 
needs of students and 
communities.

Dr. Rambabu Lavuri, 
Program Director at IIM 
Jammu, commenced the 
proceedings with a com-
prehensive presentation 
of the program report, 
setting the stage for par-
ticipants to share their 
enriching learning expe-
riences. 

Dr. Muqbil Burhan, 
Chairperson of the 

Sr inagar Campus, 
addressed the partici-
pants, underscoring the 
significance of the pro-
gram and IIM Jammu’s 
commitment to educa-
tional excellence in the 
region.

Prof. B.S. Sahay, Direc-
tor, IIM Jammu, joining on 
online mode expressed 
his pleasure in engaging 
with fellow academicians 
and emphasized key 
aspects such as youth 
empowerment, entrepre-
neurship, and the deliv-
ery of quality education. 

He advocated for a shift 
towards nurturing job 
creators and encouraged 
participants to inspire 
students to pursue aca-
demic excellence in 
esteemed institutions like 

IITs and IIMs. He assured 
unwavering support and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of collaboration 
and politeness in foster-
ing a conducive learning 
environment. 

Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean 
Academics, IIM Jammu 
highlighting the pro-
gram’s signif icance, 
stressed the importance 
of continuous learning 
and collaboration among 
participating colleges. 

He urged the partici-
pants to disseminate the 
knowledge gained to 
their students, contribut-
ing to the broader edu-
cational community and 
nation-building efforts.

The program aimed to 
achieve various objec-
tives, including the imple-

mentation of the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 
2020, enhancing instruc-
tional leadership, foster-
ing effective communica-
tion, promoting cultural 
competence, encour-
aging innovation and 
adaptability, and instilling 
data-informed decision-
making skills.

The valedictory cer-
emony, held at the 
IIM Jammu Srinagar 
campus, saw the distri-
bution of certificates to 
all participants who suc-
cessfully completed the 
program. 

Dr. Parvathy. B, Pro-
gram Director at IIM 
Jammu, extended grati-
tude to all participants 
and supporters, marking 
the event’s conclusion 
with the national anthem.

The event was a tes-
tament to IIM Jammu’s 
dedication to fostering 
educational leadership 
and excellence in the 
region. Coordinated by 
the EE&C division, it 
reflected the institute’s 
commitment to driving 
positive change in the 
educational landscape 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

IIM Jammu’s Education Leadership Training Program 
for College Principals of J&K (IV Batch) concludes 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Dr.  Narendra K 
Bairwa, Associate Professor of the 
Centre for Molecular Biology, Cen-
tral University of Jammu (CUJ) who 
is a member of the Genetic Soci-
ety of America (GSA), presented a 
paper titled “A Simple Assay for the 
Detection of Late-Stage Apoptosis 
Features in Saccharomyces cere-
visiae” in the recently concluded 
international conference “The Allied 
Genetics Conference (TAGC)” in 
the session of the “Novel Methods, 
Tools and Technology.”  The TAGC 
was held at Metro Washington DC, 
organized by the Genetic Society of 
America (GSA).

In the presented paper Dr. Bairwa 
and his associates reported about 
the developed method to the wider 
international scientific community 
and described a simple process 
for the detection of apoptosis upon 
chemical treatment using simple, 
single-cell organisms (Saccharomy-

ces cerevisiae) in the settings of labs 
that are equipped with fluorescence 
microscopy facility.

The described method can be 
used for the toxicity assessment of 
the chemical compounds and as a 
teaching tool to students for con-
cepts of apoptosis, a programmed 
cell death that is crucial for the 
development of the organism. The 
method has already been published 
in the prestigious Journal “Current 
Protocols”.

The Director of the Centre for Molec-
ular Biology, Dr.Swarkar Sharma and 
the honourable Vice-chancellor of the 
CUJ, Prof. Sanjeev Jain congratulat-
ed Dr. NK Bairwa for representing the 
CUJ at the prestigious conference.    

CUJ faculty presented paper in 
International Conference TAGC 2024

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Apni 
Party Provincial Presi-
dent, Jammu, and Former 
Minister, Manjit Singh on 
Saturday appealed to 
the Govt to ensure res-
ervation of skilled and 
unskilled jobs for the 
local unemployed youth 
in the industrial sector in 
District Samba.

As per a press release, 
a meeting was organized 
at Baingalar village in 
Ramgarh, Samba which 
was organized by District 
President, Legal Cell, 
Samba, Adv Sahil Bharti.

During the meeting, the 
Party leaders discussed 
the existing political situa-
tion and the issues being 
faced by the people, 
especially the unem-
ployed youth and the 
increase in drug addic-
tion/drug peddling inci-

dents.
While chairing the meet-

ing, the Former Minister 
said that he was disheart-
ened with the situation of 
growing unemployment 
among the educated 
youth in Govt as well as 
private sector.

He criticized the tradi-
tional political parties for 
not supporting the local 
population’s right to get 
employment at the local 
industrial level.

He said that the local 
industrial sectors are pro-
vided facilities and sub-

sidies for opening their 
units in Jammu’s Samba, 
Bari Brahmana and other 
parts of the Jammu and 
Kashmir with a condition 
that they would improve 
infrastructure, and pro-
vide employment to the 
local youth on priority.

Contrary to what they 
had assured the authori-
ties, he said that these 
industrial sectors have 
employed outsiders by 
denying job opportuni-
ties to the local youth 
in skilled and unskilled 
employment in their 

respective units.
“This deliberate negli-

gence regarding employ-
ment to local unemployed 
youth has given rise to 
many issues in these 
industrial areas from 
criminal incidents, drug 
addiction, and growing 
unemployment among 
the educated youth,” he 
said.

He demanded that 
the industrial sector 
must cooperate with the 
authorities and help in 
redressing the issue of 
unemployment among 
the youth by providing 
them equal opportunity.

The meeting was also 
attended by District Pres-
ident of the Party, Samba, 
Raman Thappa, Block 
President, Ramgarh, 
Bachan Choudhary, 
Block President Vijaypur, 
Mohan Lal Sharma, and 
others.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: 
JKPCC President Vikar 
Rasool Wani has said 
that BJP is trying to 
hijack democracy in the 
country by using all foul 
means against the oppo-
sition which very danger-
ous for the future of the 
democratic system in 
largest democracy of the 
world. 

Addressing a meet-
ing of party functionar-
ies of district Jammu 
urban and Jammu rural 
at party headquarters 
today along with working 
President Raman Bhalla, 
Shri Vikar Rasool Wani 
sad that future of democ-
racy in India is in danger 
under the BJP regime as 
politics of vendetta is at 
its peak. 

The top opposition 
leaders are being impli-
cated in false cases 
and are being jailed on 
the eve of election’s 
and the main opposi-
tion party congress has 
been financially crippled 
by the illegal seizure of 

accounts. The ruling 
party has collected huge 
funds through the illegal 
electoral bond scheme 
which is unconstitution-
al now as per supreme 
Court Judgment. 

It is the biggest corrup-
tion scandal of the inde-
pendent India under BJP 
regime and the agencies 
were used to collect 
money through donations 
while the entire opposi-
tion is under target espe-
cially congress is being 
snatched of it’s legitimate 
funds & resources.  

The meeting  was con-
vened over  by JKPCC 
President Vikar Rasool 
Wani and attended by 
prominent leaders of the 
party including Senior 
Vice President PCC  
Mula Ram, Vice Presi-
dents   Yogesh Sawh-
ney, T.S. Bajwa,  Indu 
Pawar, Rajnish Sharma 
(Treasurer),  Hari Singh 
Chib,  General Secre-
taries  Narinder Gupta 
(Org), Pawan Raina, 
Shashi Sharma, T.S. 
Tony, Narinder Sharma, 
Arashad Ahmed Tantery, 

Suresh Dogra, Amrit Bali,  
Kanta Bhan, Th. Balbir 
Singh, Thomas Khokhar,  
Satish Sharma,  Th. Man-
mohan Singh President 
DCC Jammu (Urban), 
Th. Shamsher Singh 
Chib- President DCC 
Jammu (Rural) , Vijay 
Sharma (Seva Dal), Jatin 
K Raina (Social Media, 
Bhavishya Sudan (RTI) 
, Karan Bhagat (SC), 
PCC Secretaries  San-
jeev Panda, Rajvir Singh, 
Sahil Sharma, Hoshiyar 
Singh, Bhushan Dogra, 
Anoop Gupta,  Sham-
sher Chand, Working 
President Jammu (9R R 
),  Badri  Nath Sharma, 
Dr. R.K. Khajuria, Sat 
Pal Sapolia, R.P. Mago-
tra , Block Presidents  
Latish Sharma, Ajaib 
Motton, Gurmeet Singh, 
Ajay Kumar, Nageshwar, 
Deep Bhardwaj,  Dar-
shan Verma, Munish 
Sharma,

 Raman Bhalla lashed 
out at BJP for the suf-
ferings of the people as 
he said Jammu region 
suffered the most under 
ten years of BJP regime. 

He said Dogras lost their 
identify & rights to land, 
jobs, trade and resourc-
es which are being taken 
over by outside people 
leaving locals high & dry. 

Urging people to mea-
sure the loss to the 
coming generations 
who shall face very dif-
ficult times and identity 
crisis besides going out 
in search of jobs & bread 
and butter, Bhalla asked 
people to vote out BJP 
from centre to reverse 
the trend. 

Earlier meeting paid 
floral tributes  to  three 
great heroes of the free-
dom movement Bhagat 
Singh, Shivaram Rajguru 
and Sukhdev Thapar - on 
their death anniversary, 
which is known as Mar-
tyrs’ Day. 

On March 23, 1931 - 
three revolutionary free-
dom fighters, Bhagat 
Singh, Sukhdev and 
Rajguru, all in their early 
twenties, were hanged in 
the Lahore jail. The three 
were sentenced to death 
by the British colonial 
rulers.

Govt should ensure employment to local youth 
in industrial sector, says Manjit Singh

BJP trying to hijack democracy in country: Vikar
Jammu suffered most under ten years BJP regime: Bhalla 
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LEH,  Mar 23:  An Entre-
preneurship Awareness 
Program was organ-
ised by Leh Sub Area at 
Women Empowerment 
Centre, Leh from 18 to 
23 March 2024. 30 ladies 
from Leh attended the 
program including depen-
dents of veterans and 
serving personnel, Veer 

Naris and Widows. The 
program was conducted 
by qualified trainers from 
‘I Create NGO’ based at 
Bengaluru, on behalf of 
Bajaj Allainz Insurance 
Co Ltd.

The ladies were trained 
on modalities for estab-
lishment and running 
business ventures suc-
cessfully and imparted 
knowledge on support 

available from various 
Government and pri-
vate agencies for such 
ventures. Guidance and 
support by the NGOs will 
continue, even post com-
pletion of the training, for 
establishing any business 
ventures.

Women Empower-
ment Centre at Leh has 
emerged as a major initia-
tive for empowerment of 

ladies of Ladakh assist-
ing them in becoming 
self reliant in line with the 
broader national vision of 
Nari Shakti. This recent 
initiative by Fire and Fury 
Corps is a testimony to 
the commitment of Indian 
Army towards welfare 
of Veer Naris, widows 
and female dependents 
of veterans and serving 
personnel of Army.

Army conducts advance course 
for women of Ladakh
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C H A N D I G A R H /
JAMMU, Mar 23: Crack 
Academy’s scholarship 
program ‘Mere Sheher 
Ke 100 Ratan’ for Punjab 
was inaugurated at a 
hotel here on Saturday.

Punjab cabinet minis-
ters Chetan Singh Jour-
amajra and Lal Chand 
Kataruchakk along with 
former minister Pargat 
Singh were chief guests 
during the occasion.

Speaking during the 
occasion Pargat Singh 
said that initiatives like 
‘Mere Sheher Ke 100 
Ratan’ will help Punjab 

students in a big way.
Chetan Singh Jourama-

jra while highlighting the 
pressing need for acces-
sible education said that 
Crack Academy’s initia-
tive for 117 constituen-
cies involving 11,700 
scholarships across 
Punjab is a beacon of 
hope. We appreciate the 
academy’s outlook on 
uplifting underprivileged 
students by offering them 
access to education, he 
maintained.

Lal Chand Kataruchakk 
stated: “This program will 
help the hidden talent of 
our country to emerge 
victorious and contribute 

to the nation’s develop-
ment. This will also help 
the underprivileged stu-
dents get access to a 
global standard of edu-
cation, just like those in 
metro cities.” 

“The scholarship pro-
gram is designed to 
select 100 outstanding 
students from each con-
stituency, totaling 11,700 
beneficiaries in Punjab. 
We aim to empower 
underprivileged stu-
dents across the nation 
and shall host similar 
programs in future as 
well.”said Neeraj Kansal 
founder of Crack Acad-
emy.

‘Mere Sheher Ke 100 Ratan’ scholarship 
program for Punjab launched

EJCC appoints Naresh Kumar 
as Secretary Media Cell

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Mar 23: In 
the meeting of Employ-
ees Joint Consultative 
Committee (EJCC) held 
on Saturday at Srinagar 
approved and announced 
the appointment of 
Naresh Kumar employee 
of Fisheries Depart-
ment as Secretary Media 
Cell of EJCC vide Order 
No.EJCC/2024/03 dated 
23.03.2024 for smooth 
process of the media work 
of Employees Joint Con-
sultative Committee. 

This information has 

been shared by  Aijaz 
Ahmad Khan Chairman of 
Employees Joint Consul-
tative Committee, Javed 

Ahmad General Secre-
tary EJCC and Mr Khalid 
Mehmood Khan Chief 
Spokesperson of EJCC.

Naresh Kumar telephoni-
cally said that he will work 
hard towards strengthen-
ing the EJCC by print and 
electronic media.

He thanked Aijaz Ahmad 
Khan Chairman of Employ-
ees Joint Consultative 
Committee,Javed Ahmad 
General Secretary EJCC 
and Khalid Mehmood 
Khan Chief Spokesperson 
of EJCC and other mem-
bers of EJCC for entrusting 
him with the responsibility.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Jhug-
gi-Jhopdi Sampark Abhi-
yan team under J&K BJP 
State Election Manage-
ment Committee led by 
its convenor Jeet Angral 
held a meeting in the 
party headquarter, Tri-
kuta Nagar, Jammu.

Dr. Devinder Kumar 
Manyal, General Secre-
tary J&K BJP, Priya Sethi, 
former minister, Prem 
Dogra state co-convenor, 
Gurmeet Randhawa and 
Ajay Gupta addressed 
the meetings.

Dr. Devinder Kumar 
Manyal, while address-
ing the meeting, stressed 
upon the party leaders to 
meet with the Pravasi 
families living in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He asked 
the party leaders to 
apprise all the Pravasi 
families living in their 
designated as well as 
nearby areas of all the 
achievements of the Modi 
government. He asked 
them to seek support of 
the Pravasi families to 
and to cast their votes in 
favour of the BJP candi-
dates in order to further 
strengthen the nation and 
to improve the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of the 
poor and the needy. He 
also asked the party lead-

ers to follow the guide 
lines of the election com-
mission while conducting 
these meetings

Priya Sethi, in her 
address, shared various 
methods to work with 
coordination with the 
Pravasi families in the 
run up to the Parliament 
elections. She asked 
them to visit every are 
inhabited by the labour 
class in their areas. 
She impressed upon 
the members to plan 
their timing according to 
their suitability. She also 
asked to organize the 
Nukkad Sabha, Choti 
Baithak, Ghar-Ghar 
Sampark, Labhar thi 
Sampark, in the localities 
around them.

Jeet Angral impressed 
on the team members 
to gear up the work in 
speedy manner, reach 
to the people in their 
respective areas in their 
Abhiyan which is going to 
be started from 26 March 
to 31 March. The commit-
tees of the parliamentary 
Lok Sabha constituen-
cies, Jammu-Reasi and 
Udhampur-Kathua have 
been framed in consul-
tation with the high com-
mand. The members 
have been nominated 
in all the Vidhan Sabha 
(Assemblies), he shared.

Top News Report

RAMNAGAR, Mar 23: 
Under the patronage of 
Principal GDC Ramnagar 
Dr Bhavnaish Chand 
Anthal, Department of 
History GDC Ramnagar 
observes ‘Martyr Day’ .

This day is celebrated 
as Martyr’s Day to com-
memorate the sacrifice 
of Sardar Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru and Sukhdev.In 
this connection an online 
symposium was organ-
ised by the Department 
of History on the topic 
‘Yuva Krantikariyon ka  
Azadi mein Yogdan’. 

The programme started 
with the formal welcome 
address by Head Depart-
ment of History Prof. 
Manmohan Singh. More 
than ten students partici-
pated as speaker in the 
symposium.Students 
presented their views on 
the topic and remember-
ing the contribution of trio 
in the Freedom struggle.

This programme was 
organised under Azadi 
ka Amrut Mahotsav. 

Principal GDC Ram-
nagar also expressed 
his views on this occa-
sion. He apprised us that 
martyrs are the source of 
inspiration for the youth 
of India. At such a young 
age, they came forward 
for independence, and 
fought with bravery. As a 
youth of nation, all of us 
should never forget   our 
freedom fighters who 
have sacrificed their lives 
for the sake of Nation.He 
further added, we should 
follow the foot imprints 
of these trio against any 
injustice in the society as 
well as nation.

The students who pre-
sented their views were  
Kiran Bandral, Thakur 
Veenayak Singh,  Anita 
Devi, Mohalika Sharma, 
Shruti Angral, Manju 
Devi, Bhavishan Singh 
Soniaka Devi, Sunil 
Kumar and Ramesh 
Singh.

The programme was 
concluded with vote of 
thanks by Dr Zaid Ahmed 
Mir Department of His-
tory GDC Ramnagar.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Mar 23: A high pro-
file deputation of Jammu Kashmir 
Teachers’Forum  (JKTF) District Kisht-
war  led by *Provincial President Jammu 
Sanjeet Sharma accompained by District 
President Kishtwar Imtiyaz ul haq called 
on Chief education Kishtwar Shri Romi 
kumar Vasheshta  in his office chamber*

The Forum members welcomed the  
Chief Education officer for his new 
assignment, assured for full coopration 
and wished him great success ahead. 
They also presented him a bouquet of 
flowers as a token of Love and Respect 
on the occasion. 

While interacting with the Chief Edu-
cation officer Kishtwar  forum leaders 
highlighted the genuine issues of  all the 
Teaching& Non Teaching Community.

Worthy Chief Education Officer Kisht-
war gave a patient hearing to the deputa-
tion  and assured to redress all the issues 
raised by JKTF leadership on the priority 
basis. While interacting with deputation of 
JKTF in a very healthy enviornment,the 
Chief Education officer Kishtwar  assured 
full cooperation with teachers for disposal 
of all district level issues in a proper time 
bound manner and stressed upon teach-
ing fraternity to explore their talent for the 
betterment of our future generation. 

BJP Jhuggi-Jhopdi Sampark 
Abhiyan team holds meeting

GDC Ramnagar 
observes ‘Martyr 
Day’ 

JKTF Deputation welcomes CEO Kishtwar

Top News Report

GENEVA, Mar 23: 
Ajatshatru Singh, senior 
BJP leader and former 
minister, commended 
the Government of India’s 
bold decision to abrogate 
Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir. This his-
toric move corrected the 
longstanding injustice 
endured by the people of 
the region over the past 
seven decades.

Speaking in his address 
at UN, the senior BJP 
leader said “Since the 
constitutional reforms 
in 2019, there has been 
a significant decline in 
terrorist incidents in the 
region. From 2004 to 
2014, Jammu and Kash-
mir experienced a total of 
7,217 terrorist incidents. 
However, thanks to the 
reforms, terror incidents 
have decreased by over 
70%. This improvement 
underscores the effec-
tiveness of the govern-
ment’s actions in restor-
ing peace and stability to 
the region.”

“Moreover, on the 
socio-economic front, 
the reduction of poverty 

in Jammu and Kashmir 
from 40.45% in 2005-
2006 to a mere 2.81% 
in 2022-2023 is a tes-
tament to the optimal 
utilization of develop-
ment funds. The recent 
interim budget for 2024 
allocated a substantial 
$14 billion for Jammu 
and Kashmir, further 
demonstrating the gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to the region’s prosper-
ity,” he added. Ajatshatru 
Singh said over the past 
nine years, Jammu and 
Kashmir has witnessed 
a remarkable revolu-
tion in infrastructure 
development, including 
the establishment of 

new medical colleges, 
tunnels, railway lines, 
and civic infrastructure. 
These advancements 
have been achieved 
while preserving the rich 
cultural heritage of the 
region, he added.

However, it is essential 
to acknowledge that not 
all parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir have benefited 
equally. Recent protests 
in regions under Paki-
stani occupation highlight 
the growing awareness 
of economic disparities 
compared to those under 
Indian administration. 
As the son of Dr. Karan 
Singh, the titular king of 
undivided Jammu and 

Kashmir and Grandson 
of Maharaja Hari Singh 
ji, he expressed deep 
concern for the plight of 
those living under Paki-
stani occupation.

The former minister 
appealed to the United 
Nations to take concrete 
steps in accordance with 
Security Council resolu-
tions to ameliorate the 
situation faced by the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir under Pakistani 
occupation. It is impera-
tive that the international 
community addresses 
their grievances and 
ensures their fundamen-
tal rights are upheld, he 
concluded.

Top News Report

KATHUA, Mar 23:  
Delhi Public School 
Junior, Kathua held a 
remarkable graduation 
ceremony for the special 
batch of 2023-24, hosted 
by the vibrant Sonam 
Gupta, teacher of the 
UKG class. The event, 
graced by the presence 
of esteemed guests, 
including the School 
Principal, Vivek Arora, 
and the School Adminis-
trator Gauri Thakur, was 
a heartwarming celebra-
tion of the students’ jour-
ney. The ceremony com-
menced with a solemn 
l ight ing ceremony, 
where the School Prin-
cipal,  Vivek Arora, and 
the School Administrator 
Gauri Thakur, along with 
the School Incharge, 
Monika Singh, illumi-
nated the lamp, symbol-
izing the enlightenment 
of knowledge. Monika 
Singh, School Incharge, 
delivered a warm wel-
come address, extend-
ing gratitude to the beau-
tiful mothers of the UKG 
students, the School 
Principal, Administra-
tor, and all the attend-
ees. She expressed her 
pride in the graduating 
students and gratitude 
towards the parents and 
teachers for their unwav-

ering support and impor-
tance of early education 
in shaping the future of 
the children and com-
mended the students 
for their hard work and 
dedication throughout 
the year. The highlight 
of the event was the 
delightful performances 
by the young talents of 
the UKG class. The stu-
dents danced and sang 
with joy, showcasing 
their skills and spread-
ing happiness. They 
were looking pretty good 
dressed in their gradua-
tion robes and caps. A 
touching video presenta-
tion stirred emotions as 
it captured memorable 
moments from the stu-
dents’ journey, evoking 
nostalgia and gratitude 
among the parents and 
teachers. The event also 
featured a heartwarming 
speech by the Principal, 
congratulating the grad-
uates and appreciating 
the efforts of the staff in 

nurturing the students’ 
growth. Principal,  Vivek 
Arora, in his speech, 
highlighted the values 
instilled in the students 
at Delhi Public School 
Junior Kathua, empha-
sizing the school’s com-
mitment to providing a 
holistic education that 
nurtures not only aca-
demic excellence but 
also moral and ethical 
values. The ceremony 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks by Aadhya Verma, 
one of the graduating 
students, who expressed 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
school management, 
the Principal, the School 
Incharge, the teachers, 
and the parents for their 
unwavering support and 
guidance. Monika Singh 
thanked everyone pres-
ent over there. The grad-
uation ceremony was 
indeed a testament to the 
school’s commitment to 
excellence in education, 
nurturing young minds.

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 (Agen-
cies): In its endeavour to meet 
the ambitious 500GW of non-
fossil energy target, India 
needs some bold steps and an 
advanced BESS ecosystem 
with over 238 GWh of capac-
ity. Experts at the 4th Edition 
of the International Confer-
ence on Stationary Energy 
Storage India 2024 empha-
sised on the rising penetration 
of renewables in the energy 
mix and addressed various 
system integration challenges 
affecting the energy storage 
capacity expansion. Over 250 
industry leaders, government 
officials, and 10 partner coun-
tries including USA, Norway, 
Germany, Scotland, Australia 
and Singapore participated and 
discussed the future roadmap 
for Renewable, electricity grid, 
rooftop solar, and decarbonise 
the C&I sector. India’s leading 
industry body India Energy 
Storage Alliance organised 
this biggest international con-
ference to support India in 
integrating renewable energy 
in the power system which 
is crucial for the country to 
meet its climate goals. “From 
capacity expansion to being a 
global investor-friendly destina-
tion in the segment, India has 
achieved a lot in less than a 
decade. Our existing 190 GW 
of non-fossil-based capacity is 
a testament to this growth story. 
At one end we are trying to get 
more and more solar and wind 
into the grid, but also we are 
bringing in a lot of other energy 

mix. The flavour is changing 
and the flavor now requires 
much effort from the manufac-
turing side. And that’s where 
MNRE’s role is now coming into 
play. We do need good best 
practices followed in the manu-
facturing industry. We do need 
advanced chemistry cells for 
stationary storage applications 
to be manufactured in India.” 
says Shri Dinesh Jagdale, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy. “India is 
poised for rapid deployment 
of BESS and pumped hydro 
to complement the renew-
able energy deployments as 
part of the ambitious targets 
set by Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi ji. With 
the Stationary Energy Stor-
age India Council , the India 
Energy Storage Alliance is all 
ready to work with a various set 
of policies. The most exciting 
part is that now we are entering 
into the execution part of our 
plans.” said Dr. Rahul Wala-
walkar, President, IESA. For 
close to a decade, IESA has 
been working with central and 
state government agencies like 
CEA, CERC, Grid-India, SECI, 
and others to accelerate the 
growth of the energy storage 
sector in India and to address 
potential system integration 
challenges that may arise from 
the rising penetration of renew-
ables in the energy mix through 
its Stationary Energy Storage 
India Council Council. Address-
ing the need for an integrated 
policy for storage systems, Shri 

Rajnath Ram, Adviser , NITI 
Aayog said, “Today’s storage 
Infrastructure is capable of stor-
ing energy but we need to figure 
out ways to store more energy 
as and when the demand and 
energy generation increases. 
Let’s imagine that we have 
about 1800 gigawatt per hour 
energy demand by 2047, then 
we need to expand on the 
energy storage systems as 
well. We need to have a very 
integrated policy for building 
the storage system within the 
country.” “The rising penetra-
tion of renewables in the energy 
mix also necessitates increas-
ing energy storage capacity 
to address system integration 
challenges arising from the 
variable nature of renewable 
energy and supply-demand 
mismatch. It’s high time for 
us to now look at how can we 
bring in firmness, flat curves, 
and that extra energy which 
can probably be looked at as 
the tailwind today into the stor-
age space.” said, Debi Prasad 
Dash, Executive Director, IESA 
& Secretary, US-India Energy 
Storage Taskforce secretariat. 
The Solar Energy Corporation 
of India Limited has recently 
commissioned the biggest grid-
connected storage yet in the 
country which is a 100-mega-
watt SPV solar project with 40 
megawatt/120 megawatt-hour 
battery energy storage system 
project. The enabled capacity 
is around 152 megawatt-hours 
that is in the Rajnandgaon dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh. “Pricing is 

a major factor in battery energy 
storage and we are estimating 
that the prices would fall for 
batteries close to 140 dollars 
per KWH, but the estimations 
also say that the prices would 
further reduce to 50 dollars per 
KWH which is the need of the 
hour.”, says Prashant Upad-
hyay, Senior Manager, SECI. 
“Just like the Solar Energy 
sector, we are now looking for 
energy storage through the 
Integrated RE module and still 
we are exploring the viability of 
that. To make this sector more 
sustainable government, indus-
try, and people need to work 
together. Since banks today as 
well, don’t know the economics 
of this sector, so that’s why a 
plan that integrates as a whole 
makes this sector more viable 
and efficient.”, said Mani Khura-
na, Senior Energy Specialist, 
The World Bank. Organized 
under the esteemed Stationary 
Energy Storage India Council 
, key stakeholders from the 
stationary energy sector from 
regulators and policymakers to 
industry leaders and experts 
discussed and collaborated 
on advancements in the sta-
tionary energy storage. Key 
participants include MNRE, 
MoP, MEITY, DST, CEA, 
SECI, NTPC, GEP, World Eco-
nomic Forum, Department of 
science & Technology, World 
Bank, Good Enough Energy, 
SMA, Envision Energy, Ampyr 
Energy, DCM Container, Mae-
strotech System, GIZ, Govern-
ment of Australia and others.

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 
(Agencies): The finance 
ministry, on Friday, said 
with an uptick in private 
investment and inflation 
trending down, India’s 
outlook for the next fiscal 
looks positive.

The monthly economic 
review also said inclusion 
of Indian bonds in Bloom-
berg bond index from 
January 2025 should 
bolster inflows.

It said robust investment 
activity is driving growth 
amid a steady rise in con-
sumption.

“The continued focus on 
public investment seems 
to have crowded in pri-
vate investment,” said the 
February edition of the 
review by Department of 
Economic Affairs.

The National Statistical 
Office (NSO) has revised 
upwards the GDP growth 
estimate for current fiscal 
to 7.6 per cent from 7.3 
per cent.

India grew above 8 per 
cent for three consecu-
tive quarters, reaffirming 
its position as a standout 
performer amid sluggish 
global growth trends. 
Various agencies echo 
a similar sentiment revis-
ing the FY24 growth esti-

mates of India closer to 
8 per cent, the ministry 
said.

“On the whole, India 
looks positively towards 
the dawn of FY25,” the 
review said.

It said increased 
demand for residential 
properties in tier-2 and 
tier-3 cities augurs well 
for furthering construc-
tion activity.

Non-farm employment 
has revived, improving 
the capacity to absorb 
the labour leaving agri-
culture.

“The ascent of manu-
facturing sector employ-
ment is expected to be 
marked by upscaling of 
enterprises and sunrise 
sectors emerging as 
catalysts for generating 
quality employment,” it 
added.

It said strong growth 
accompanied by stable 
inflation and external 
account and progressive 
employment outlook will 
help the Indian economy 
close the current financial 
year on a positive note.

“There are headwinds 
like indications of harden-
ing crude oil prices and 
global supply chain bot-
tlenecks to trade. None-
theless, India, on the 
whole, looks forward to a 
bright outlook for FY25,” 
the monthly review said.

It said India’s inflation 
outlook for the upcoming 
months is positive.

Core inflation is trending 
downwards, indicating a 
broad-based moderation 
in price pressures. The 
pick-up in summer sowing 
is likely to help reduce 
food prices, it added.

Ajatshatru lauds Indian Govt’s decision to 
abrogate Art 370 in J&K at Geneva Convention
Seeks UN intervention to ameliorate people living under Pakistani occupation

DPS Junior Kathua’s Special Graduation 
Ceremony for Academic Year 2023-24 held

India needs advanced BESS ecosystem to support 
500GW of non-fossil energy target by 2032

India’s outlook for next fiscal 
positive: Finance ministry
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IPL 2024: Manish Pandey 
‘pretty sure’ of India 
comeback with stellar 
run for KKR

KOLKATA, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Manish 
Pandey said that he has 
not give up on his hopes 
of making a comeback 
for India. The veteran 
is set to play for the 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
(KKR) after returning 
to the franchise in the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2024. In the auc-
tion that took place in 
December 2023, the 
Knights picked Pandey 
at his base price of INR 
50 lakhs. Pandey made 
his debut for India back 
in 2015 on the tour of 
Zimbabwe. But he has 
never been able to 
cement his place in the 
national side.

The 34-year-old batter 
last donned the national 
jersey on the tour of Sri 
Lanka in 2021. Pandey 
reckoned that an excel-
lent season with the bat 
for KKR could help him 
find his place back into 
the Indian team.

“Yes, definitely. India 
are playing a lot of 
games with multiple 
squads. So I’m pretty 
sure, if you have a good 
IPL or a string of good 
performances, you can 
come back into the side 
anytime,” Pandey told 
Sportskeeda.

“You obviously don’t 
want anybody to get 
injured, but that’s how 
the doors open for any 

player to make a come-
back. But for me, it’ll be 
important to play good 
cricket, to start with,” he 
said.

Pandey also sounded 
happy after reuniting 
with Gautam Gambhir. 
Earlier, Pandey played 
under Gambhir before 
making a move. While 
Pandey has returned as 
a player, Gambhir has 
made his comeback as 
a mentor.

“He is somebody who 
always wants his play-
ers to do well. That’s 
what I’ve learnt from 
GG. He’s been very pas-
sionate about the game 
and his energy on the 
field is unmatched. And 
that’s what we learn as 
players, when your cap-
tain or leader is leaving 
everything on the field. 
I’ve made sure I try to 
replicate that in every 
game I play,” he added.

The Knights will play 
their first match on 
today, against the Sun-
risers Hyderabad (SRH) 
at the Eden Gardens in 
Kolkata.

CHENNAI, Mar 23 (Agencies): 
Chennai Super Kings’ bowling 
consultant Eric Simons has 
heaped praise on Bangladesh 
pacer Mustafizur Rahman for 
executing the plans perfectly 
to set up their comfortable six-
wicket win over Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru in the IPL opener 
here.

Mustafizur (4/29) rattled the 
RCB top-order, dismissing Virat 
Kohli (21), skipper Faf du Ples-
sis (35) and Rajat Patidar (0) 
-- besides also getting rid of 
Cameron Green (18), to return 
with his best ever IPL figures 
as CSK restricted RCB to 173 
for six.

“We always wanted to look 
at the conditions and the bal-
ance of the side. He does suit 
the conditions, but it’s the sim-
plicity of the plan that we put 
in place, and he executed that 
beautifully today (Friday),” said 
Simons during the post-match 
press conference.

While RCB was reeling at 78 
for five, Anuj Rawat (48) and 
Dinesh Karthik (38 not out) pair 
added 95 crucial runs to propel 
the side to an encouraging total.

Asked why spinner Rachin 

Ravindra was not introduced to 
arrest the flow of runs, Simons 
felt it was a bit late to hand over 
the ball to him.

“They were 78-5, and the spin-
ners had done a good job. Two 
overs went for a few, and the 
momentum shifted, and it was 
probably late at that stage to 
throw the ball to him in that situ-
ation. From what we have seen 
in the nets, he can certainly 
bowl; but at the right time,” the 
South African said.

Simons stressed on the impor-
tance of controlling the power-

play and death overs but cred-
ited the RCB batters for dictat-
ing terms in the fag end of their 
innings.

“From the seam perspective, 
to control the Powerplay and 
to control the death is a very 
important aspect of the game. 
We have a lot of discussions 
not just about skills but educat-
ing ourselves and the bowlers 
about how to use variations, 
field placements and tactics,” 
he said.

“DK (Dinesh Karthik) is a 
daunting guy to bowl to in those 

moments. Some credit must go 
to the (RCB) batters as to how 
they manipulated us. We will 
then look at it, did we allow to 
happen too much?

“My question is who’s control-
ling the tactics? Are the (oppo-
nent) batters dictating it to us, 
or vice versa? and you walk 
away from today thinking that 
we allowed the batters dictating 
too much.

“We will review some of those 
match footage and have dis-
cussions about it, along with 
(Dwayne) Bravo, who has a lot 
of knowledge.”

Chasing 174, CSK batters 
looked aggressive and Simons 
said they wanted the batters to 
play with freedom.

“The important thing in com-
petitions like this is for the bat-
ters to be themselves, and that’s 
the way they like to play, with 
freedom and be intimidating to 
the opposition. The batting line-
up that we have gives us con-
fidence as to what we can do.

“Rahane will be aggressive, 
but he will be different to Dube. 
So, you go and play your game 
with freedom and expression.”

IPL 2024: Mustafizur executed plans beautifully, 
says CSK bowling consultant after Bangladesh 

pacer rattles RCB top-order
Mustafizur Rahman returned with his best ever IPL figures as CSK 

restricted RCB to 173 for six

CHENNAI, Mar 23 
(Agencies): Veteran 
wicketkeeper-bat ter 
Dinesh Kar thik is 
pleased about getting 
some runs in the IPL 
opener despite limited 
game and preparation 
time going into the tour-
nament due to his com-
mentary commitments.

Since the last IPL, the 
only competitive cricket 
Karthik played was in 
the Vijay Hazare Trophy.

He was on air in the 
recently concluded 
India-England Test 
series and admitted 
finding training time in 
between his commen-
tary duties was tough.

Karthik, who is playing 
his last IPL, made an 
unbeaten 38 off 26 balls 
to help RCB recover to 
173 for six against CSK 
on Friday night. By his 
own admission, he was 
rusty in the middle.

“It’s been extremely 
challenging, doing a bit 
of commentary and to 
keep practising cricket 

between Test matches 
and in between the time 
that I get, it’s been a lot 
of hard work.

“So, I am happy that 
Game 1 has gone 
positively for me, and 
it feels good to score 
some runs,” Karthik 
told reporters after the 
game.

The 38-year-old is 
hoping that play-offs 
happen at his home 
ground here and he can 
return to Chepauk to 

play his last IPL game. 
“Time will tell, I guess. 

I genuinely wish it’s not 
because the last couple 
of (playoff) games will be 
here, so I could be back 
for that, which could 
then be my last (here),” 
he said when asked if 
it could be last game in 
Chennai.

Defending champions 
CSK was able to chase 
down 174 comfortably 
on a good batting track. 
CSK pacer Mustafizur 

Rahman produced his 
best IPL figures of 4-29 
to make the difference.

Karthik was all praise 
for the left-arm pacer 
from Bangladesh. “He 
bowled brilliantly. He 
showed his skills in all 
the three spells,” he 
reckoned.

“He is bowling a lot 
quicker than he normally 
does and hits the right 
lengths. The slower balls 
came out well. It was a 
very good pitch. Not the 
usual slow Chepauk 
turner that we are visu-
alising in our mind.

“The ball skid on a lot 
more, and it was good 
for batting, and he 
(Rahman) bowled well. 
What makes it tough 
is that he can bowl at 
138/139 (kmph), and 
then he has a slower 
one, which is very 
deceptive. And he bowls 
it at 121/125 (km/h), 
which makes it hard to 
line him up.

“People can see how 
much talent Anuj has”

For RCB, Anuj Rawat 
was the top scorer with 
48 and his 95-run stand 
with Karthik allowed the 
team to post a fighting 
total.

“I couldn’t be happier 
for him. He has been a 
part of this team for two 
years, and people can 
see how much talent he 
has. The ball flies off his 
bat. He has got great bat 
speed and is a strong 
boy. He works hard at 
the nets,” said Karthik.

“The last two years 
haven’t exactly panned 
out. Last year, he 
showed towards the 
end how good he is, 
but today (Friday), he 
showed what skills he 
has got.

“I just wish he keeps 
continuing this form 
because he is a key 
player for us. A left-
arm hander through the 
middle and hits the long 
ball with a lot of power. 
So, it’s great to see him 
do so well,” he added.

IPL 2024: RCB’s Dinesh Karthik pleased to get 
some runs despite challenging build up

NEW DELHI, Mar 23 
(Agencies): The crying 
didn’t help, living in 
denial didn’t help, what 
helped was picking up 
the hockey stick again 
to make a fresh start.

The ‘Great Wall’ of 
Indian women’s hockey 
and captain Savita 
Punia has been an emo-
tional wreck ever since 
the team failed to qualify 
for Paris Olympics, a 
massive downfall after 
the superb fourth-place 
finish in Tokyo just three 
years ago.

“Good moments in 
life are not forgotten 
but neither are the bad 
ones. Losing the Olym-
pic qualifiers is such a 
bad moment that we will 
probably not be able to 
forget our entire life,” the 
33-year-old goalkeeper 
told agency in an inter-
view.

“I haven’t been able 
to get over it yet,” she 
admitted rather candid-
ly, the disappointment 
audible through her soft 
voice.

The heartbreak is now 
almost two months old.

Punia was among 
those who were seen 
sobbing when the 
final hooter went off in 
the third-place match 
against Japan, India 
down by a solitary 
goal ending their Paris 
hopes.

“I didn’t want to talk 
about it because it still 
hurts a lot. I still can’t 
believe that we are not 
going to Olympics. We 
were confident and 
well-prepared but you 
cannot predict anything 
in sports.”

“After the qualifiers, we 
were at home for a week 
and told all the players 
that this break is a for 
them to cry and feel sad 
as much as they want. 
Keeping it inside will do 
no good and it is nec-
essary to vent it out. 
No one talked about 
the Olympic qualifiers 
during this break,” she 
revealed.

The first step in the 
recovery process was 
to get back to the game.

So, she competed in 
the FIH Pro League just 
10 days after the quali-
fiers and then came the 
ongoing Nationals in 
Pune.

She turned up for her 
state Haryana after a 
good six years, continu-
ing the healing process.

“The good thing about 
sports is that you have 
to forget the past and 
move forward very 
quickly. That’s why I 
came to Pune to play 
the Senior Nationals 
because hockey is my 
passion and the more I 
stay away from the field, 
the more it will bother 
me,” she said.

“When the team gath-
ered in Bhubaneswar 
for the Pro League, in 
the first team meeting 
we asked how every-
one was feeling. It was 
important for the morale 
of the youth to remain 
high. It is also credit to 
the team that we came 
together and played 
well.”

“I was constant-
ly thinking that we 
deserved to be in the 
Olympics but we don’t 
have the answer as to 
why we couldn’t qualify. 
The Dutch team was 
also surprised why 
we couldn’t do it,” she 
recalled wistfully.

“We all did our best 
and our preparation 
was very good. It’s a 
lot about luck also. We 
are more dejected than 
anyone else.”

Aside from getting 

back to hockey, what 
helped Punia stay 
afloat was her reliance 
on yoga and meditation.

“I was not feeling 
good. Tried a lot but the 
body was not cooperat-
ing. Then I took the help 
of yoga and pranayam 
and focused on fitness,” 
she said.

The Indian team will 
play Pro League match-
es in Belgium in May-
June and the focus will 
be on fitness.

Punia understands 
that a new core group 
will take shape after the 
Nationals and she is 
prepared for the churn-
ing.

“Now a new core group 
will be formed and some 
new players will also 
come. The focus will 
be on fitness and drag 
flicks. We have to work 
on our game continu-
ously,” she said.

Punia, who left for the 
national camp within 
days of getting married 
last year to prepare 
for Olympics, said her 
husband has also been 
her rock ever since the 
qualifiers debacle.

“My husband came 
after the Olympic quali-
fiers and gave a lot of 
encouragement. He 
said that we could not 
change what happened 
but can look ahead and 
play as long as you want 
to play. It was a very 
good thing for me that 
both my families sup-
ported me,” she said.

‘Still hurts, haven’t been able 
to get over it’: Savita Punia 
on lost Olympic dream

AHMEDABAD, Mar 23 (Agencies): Hardik 
Pandya will aim to build on the rich legacy 
of his predecessor Rohit Sharma when he 
begins his Mumbai Indians captaincy stint 
with a match against Gujarat Titans, a team 
that the star all-rounder himself marshalled 
over last two seasons, in the IPL here on 
Sunday.

Such are the professional ways of IPL 
that Pandya, having led Titans to the title 
and runners-up finish in the previous two 
seasons, has gone to back to the Mumbai 
Indians where he made a name for himself.

The tournament also marks Pandya’s 
comeback from a ‘freak’ ankle injury he 
picked up in the middle of the ODI World 
Cup in October.

The form of the injury-prone all-rounder 
with both bat and ball will be closely tracked 
in the tournament that precedes the T20 
World Cup in the USA and Caribbean.

With Pandya moving on to the other side, 
Titans will be led by Shubman Gill, who 
assumes the responsibility with very little 
captaincy experience.

Mumbai have been grappling with fitness 
issues to their key players including star 
batter Suryakumar Yadav, who is yet to get 
fitness clearance from NCA.

Left-arm pacers Jason Behrendorff and 
Dilshan Madushanka are already ruled out 
of the IPL while new recruit Gerald Coetzee, 
nursing a groin injury, might not be available 

for the first few games.
Having led Mumbai to as many as five IPL 

titles, India skipper Rohit will be turning up as 
a player this season and would be expected 
to hit top form ahead of the ICC event in 
June. Another player whose performance 
will be scrutinised is Ishan Kishan, who will 
have a point to prove after losing his BCCI 
central contract for defying the Board’s diktat 
on domestic cricket.

The southpaw, who missed the entire Test 
series against England, preferred to train on 
his own for the IPL and did not turn for his 
state side Jharkhand in the Ranji Trophy. 
The fight for the wicket-keeper batter’s slot 
in the World Cup squad will be intense and 
Kishan needs to be at the top of his game 
over the next two months.

Besides Pandya, Mohammad Nabi and 
Romario Shepherd are the other quality all-
round options Mumbai possess.

Domestic players like Akash Madhwal and 
Nehal Wadhera will be looking to build on 
their performances of the previous season.

On the Titans’ front, Gill has been tasked to 
ensure that the team maintains the remark-
able consistency it showed in its first two 
seasons. Gill could be one of the future lead-
ers for India but for that to happen, he must 
prove himself on the IPL stage.

He was the leading run-getter last season 
and the franchise would be hoping that cap-
taincy doesn’t impact his batting in anyway.

Titans are bound to miss the services of 
Mohammed Shami, who recently underwent 
a surgery to repair Achillies tendon and will 
be back only in the second half of the year.

The return of trump card Rashid Khan from 
a back surgery is a massive boost for Titans. 
The Afghanistan spinner made his come-
back in the series against Ireland last week.

Among the new joinees, left-arm pacer 
Spencer Johnson and Azmatullah Oma-
razai, will be looking to make a mark in the 
world’s biggest T20 league.

Squads:
Mumbai Indians: Hardik Pandya (c), Rohit 

Sharma, Dewald Brevis, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Piyush Chawla, Gerald Coetzee, Tim David, 
Shreyas Gopal, Ishan Kishan, Anshul 
Kamboj, Kumar Kartikeya, Akash Madhwal, 
Kwena Maphaka, Mohammad Nabi, Shams 
Mulani, Naman Dhir, Shivalik Sharma, 
Romario Shepherd, Arjun Tendulkar, Nuwan 
Thushara, Tilak Varma, Vishnu Vinod, Nehal 
Wadhera, Luke Wood, Suryakumar Yadav.

Gujarat Titans: Shubman Gill (c), Azmatul-
lah Omarzai, Spencer Johnson, Kartik Tyagi, 
Josh Little, Abhinav Manohar, David Miller, 
Sushant Mishra, Darshan Nalkande, Noor 
Ahmad, Rashid Khan, Wriddhiman Saha, 
Sai Kishore, Sai Sudharsan, M Shahrukh 
Khan, Vijay Shankar, BR Sharath, Mohit 
Sharma, Manav Suthar, Rahul Tewatia, Mat-
thew Wade, Kane Williamson, Jayant Yadav, 
Umesh Yadav.

IPL 2024: Hardik Pandya begins high-profile Mumbai 
Indians captaincy stint against former team Gujarat Titans



  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020       STATE
  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020       STATE

      12LOCAL Top News of J&K
Jammu, Saturday, March 23, 2024

Edited, Printed, Published and Owned by: Rajiv Mahajan, Office : 17- New Rehari Jammu, Published from 17- New Rehari Jammu, and Printed from  GK Offset Printing Press 
situated at Shivalik Puram Janipur, Jammu on behalf of Rajiv Mahajan. Senior Editor : M. K Bangroo, Executive Editor : Anita Gupta,   Photo Journalist: Aman Sharma  (9906198186), 

Head Office Jammu. Mobile No : (9906300707, 9086072548),  Fax No: 0191-2561688.   
e-mail: topnewsjk@gmail.com, editortopnewsjk@gmail.com 

(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: The 
Math Tech Thinking Foun-
dation, in collaboration 
with the Poornima Univer-
sity Jaipur, organized the 
prestigious International 
Entrepreneurs, Acade-
micians, and Research 
Awards -2024. 

The ceremony was 
graced by esteemed 
guests and prominent 
figures including Chief 
guest Prof S.K. Singh, 
Vice-chancellor of Rajas-
than Technical University, 
Kota, Guest of Honour 
Prof. Sudhi Rajiv, Vice-
Chancellor University 
of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, Jaipur, 
Guest of Honour Prof. 
V.P. Sexena ex- Vice-
Chancellor Jiwaji Univer-
sity, Indore. Prof. R. K. 
Uppal was honored with 
the Life Time Achieve-
ment Award in Academia 
and Research.

 In the intricate tapes-
try of academia, where 
intellectual innovation 
intertwines with schol-

arly contributions, Pro-
fessor Rajinder Kumar 
Uppal stands as an emi-
nent figure. His profound 
insights, relentless pursuit 
of excellence, and trans-
formative impact have 
earned him much respect.

 Dr. Uppal epitomizes 
the epitome of academic 
excellence, a beacon of 
knowledge, and a guid-

ing force in the realms 
of banking and finance. 
Dr. Uppal’s inspiring jour-
ney begins from humble 
beginnings in a Punjab 
town. From facing adver-
sities in his childhood 
to emerging as a trail-
blazer in the academic 
sphere, his unwavering 
passion for learning has 
propelled him to suc-

cess in summits. Born 
on November 10th, 1960, 
in the vibrant tapestry 
of Malout, Punjab, Prof 
Uppal embarked on a 
journey marked by schol-
arly brilliance, unwavering 
dedication, and visionary 
leadership.

 Prof Uppal’s intellec-
tual odyssey, marked by 
an illustrious educational 

journey, spans diverse 
domains, mirroring a 
kaleidoscope of knowl-
edge and expertise. 
With a Master of Arts in 
Economics, an MBA, a 
Master of Arts in Edu-
cation, a Master of Phi-
losophy, and a Ph.D., his 
scholarly repertoire spans 
the intricate landscapes 
of banking, finance, and 
education. For Professor 
Uppal, academic excel-
lence is a journey marked 
by a relentless pursuit of 
knowledge, unwavering 
commitment to schol-
arly pursuits, and distin-
guished alumni status 
from esteemed institu-
tions. 

Throughout his illustri-
ous career spanning over 
three decades, Professor 
Uppal has carved a niche 
for himself as a beacon 
of academic excellence. 
He is a harbinger of inno-
vation and a catalyst for 
societal change. Dr. 
Uppal thanks the presi-
dent, Dr. Mehar Chand 
Ji  for this prestigious 
award.

Prof Uppal awarded Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Academia and Research - 2024

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 23: Dr. 
Rashi Taggar shared her 
insights as the keynote 
speaker at the ICSSR 
sponsored National 
seminar organised by Dr. 
Harisingh Gour Central 
University.

 The seminar, themed 
‘Building a Sustainable 
Future: Strategies for 
Progress and Prosperity,’ 
was organized on March 
15-16, 2024, in Sagar, 
Madhya Pradesh. During 
her address, Dr. Taggar 
discussed pathways 
toward sustainability, 
urging citizens to embrace 
responsible environmen-
tal practices and assume 
stewardship roles.

 She highlighted the 
importance of respon-
sible resource consump-

tion for the well-being of 
both present and future 
generations. 

This discussion reso-
nated with over 160 paper 
presenters, including 
scholars and researchers 
from various colleges and 
universities across India. 
Dr. Rashi Taggar has 

been serving as Assistant 
Professor in the School 
of Business of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi University 
for the last seventeen 
years and has authored 
papers published in 
reputed journals and con-
ducted sessions, repre-
senting her commitment 

to advancing knowledge 
in business management 
and sustainability. 

Dr. Taggar acknowl-
edged the Seminar 
convener, Dr. Pushpa 
Suryavanshi of Sagar 
University, for organizing 
such significant and noble 
events.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: In 
commemoration of the 
Martyrs’ Day of Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru, and 
Sukhdev, GS Sports 
Club, in collaboration with 
the Directorate Of Ayush 
Jammu, organized a Free 
Ayush Medical Camp 
at Govt High School 
Ranjan. The event, held 
on March 23rd, aimed to 
pay homage to the great 
sacrifices of these iconic 
revolutionaries while pro-
viding vital healthcare 
services to the commu-
nity.

The Chief Guest of the 
occasion, SHO Gharota 
Police Station Sukh-
bir Singh, along with 
esteemed dignitaries 
including President Kris-
han Lal of Gramin Brah-
min Sabha, Chairman 
Sushil Sharma of Disable 
Welfare Trust, and Social 

Activists Pintu Chib and 
Ankush Sharma, graced 
the event with their pres-
ence.

The solemn proceed-
ings commenced with the 
offering of floral tributes 
to the valiant martyrs 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, 
and Sukhdev, symboliz-
ing the nation’s enduring 
gratitude for their selfless 
contributions to India’s 
freedom struggle.

Subsequently, attend-
ees benefited from free 
medical check-ups and 

the distribution of essen-
tial medicines. 

The medical team, 
comprising Dr. Neena 
Sharma, Dr. Komal Wazir 
and Supervisor Pharma-
sist Rajan Khajuria from 
the Ayush Department, 
di l igently examined 
patients and provided 
them with invaluable 
medical advice and med-
ications at no cost.

Acknowledging the 
pivotal role of Govt High 
School Principal Rakesh 
Raina and the dedicated 

staff, the success of the 
camp was further under-
scored by their significant 
contributions and unwav-
ering support.

Notable community 
members inc luding 
Madan Lal, Ramesh 
Kumar, Neelkanth, Cap-
tain Vijay, Bhagwan 
Dass, and numerous 
others also lent their 
presence, fostering a 
spirit of unity and com-
passion towards the 
noble cause.

The event underscored 
the collective commit-
ment towards promoting 
public health and honor-
ing the indomitable spirit 
of our national heroes. 
Such initiatives epitomize 
the enduring legacy of 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, 
and Sukhdev, inspiring 
generations to uphold 
their principles of cour-
age, sacrifice, and ser-
vice to the nation.

SMVDU Faculty delivers keynote 
speech at seminar in Madhya Pradesh

GS Sports Club organised Free Ayush Medical Camp 
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JAMMU, Mar 23:  On 
the auspicious occasion 
of Holi Mangal Milan, a 
cultural program of colors 
of Holi in the official lan-
guage was organized in 
an excellent manner by 
the artists and employ-
ees of Sabrang Foun-
dation and Corporation 
under the direction of 
Neera Bakshi. Jammu 
and Kashmir’s daughter 
Neera Bakshi is making 
waves in Delhi Municipal 
Corporation. 

Till now, she has made 
a name for herself by 
excellently directing many 
cultural programmes, 
musical dramas, plays 
and dance presentations 
depicting social issues.

 On the occasion of 
Holi, cultural programs 
were presented with the 
colors of Holi in Satyana-
rayan Bansal Auditorium, 
Delhi along with Munici-
pal Corporation, which 
were greatly liked by the 
Municipal Corporation 
officials and other spec-
tators.

The mesmer iz ing 
Radha Krishna Holi Raas 
presentation by the art-
ists of Sabrang at Saty-
anarayan Bansal Audi-
torium Delhi was most 
liked by the audience who 
said that we felt that we 
were not playing Holi with 
Radha and Kanhaiya in 

the bridge but in the audi-
torium of Delhi. 

Sabrang Foundation 
Delhi Holi Mangal Milan 
program was organized 
with the Official Lan-
guage Department of the 
Municipal Corporation 
at the Satya Narayan 
Bansal Auditorium of the 
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion Headquarters. This 
Holi celebration was done 
under the able direc-
tion and management of 
Neera Bakshi, Founder of 
Sabrang. Neera Bakshi 
is a successful director, 
writer and R. J. (All India 
Radio) which has written 
and staged many suc-
cessful plays so far. 

On this occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Official Language BP 
Bhardwaj, Administrative 

Officer Official Language 
Rajesh Nigam and other 
corporation employ-
ees were also present. 
Deputy Commissioner 
BP Bhardwaj highly 
appreciated the program 
and said that such pro-
grams keep us connected 
with Indian culture and 
also congratulated Neera 
Bakshi for the successful 
program.

 Various cultural pro-
grams were presented 
in the programme. 
Everyone liked Radha 
Krishna’s Rasleela in the 
cultural programs. All 
the spectators present 
in Krishna Leela got lost 
and felt a divine feeling.

 After the program Holi 
of flowers was played. 
On this auspicious occa-
sion of Holi, a comedy 

poet conference was 
also organized in which 
everyone participated 
enthusiastically. 

Programmes were pre-
sented in all genres of 
poetry, recitation, dance, 
singing and Holi of flow-
ers was played, everyone 
congratulated and wished 
each other a happy Holi. 

Thereafter, all the art-
ists were honored by 
giving them citations and 
their enthusiasm was 
boosted. Everyone sent 
Holi wishes to each other. 

The cultural programs 
organized by Sabrang 
added to this celebra-
tion by giving it a divine 
form full of devotion, all 
the spectators enjoyed 
the Holi celebration filled 
with devotion.

Top News Report

RAMBAN, Mar 23: 
Nehru Yuva Kendra 
(NYK) Doda, Ministry of 
Youth Affairs & Sports, 
Govt of India organised 
“Neighbourhood Youth 
Parliament” on the theme 
“Nasha Mukt Bharat” in 
collaboration with NSS 
Unit of Govt Degree Col-
lege, Ramban.

 Principal I/C Prof. 
Satish Kumar  inaugurat-
ed the programme along 
with District Youth Officer 
Khushal Gupta, NSS PO 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Prof. 
Ram Parkash (HOD 
Mathematics), Prof. 
Chanakya Sharma (HOD 
Music), Dr. Rabinder 
Kumar (HOD Hindi) and 
other staff members. The 
programme witnessed 
participation of 800 youth 
belonging to different 
parts of the district.

The event started with 
the traditional lamp light-
ening ceremony followed 
by the welcome address 
by District Youth Officer 
Khushal Gupta.

 He briefed the audi-
ence about the objec-
tives of organising such 
programmes and urged 
the youth to get regis-
tered in MY Bharat portal. 
All the participants were 
given MY Bharat badges 
and they registered them-

selves on MY Bharat 
portal.

 Prof. Ramesh Chan-
der briefed the audience 
about MY Bharat portal 
and its relevance in the 
present era of digitaliza-
tion. 

 Dr. Vishal Baloria 
(HOD History) delivered 
an awareness lecture on 
New India - New Initia-
tives focussing on the 
various developments 
made by the nation 
during the recent years. 

Dr. Aashiq Hussain 

Malik of Political Science 
delivered an awareness 
lecture on Sports – 
India’s Soft corner. 

The volunteers of GDC 
Ramban participated in 
the Mock Parliament 
organised on “Nasha 
Mukt Bharat” thereby 
propagating important 
message of parliamen-
tary procedures and 
steps taken by the govt. 
to make India, a drug free 
nation.

 Prominent among 
others present on the 

occasion included Prof. 
Neetu Sharma (HOD 
Dogri), Dr. Javed Sarvar 
(HOD Botany), Dr. Shivali 
Gupta (HOD Zool-
ogy), Prof. Ajay Kumar 
(HOD EVS), Dr. Kirpal, 
Dr. Javed, Ms. Ronika 
Devi, Dr. Abid Ali Rather, 
National Youth Volun-
teers Inshfaq Ashraf, 
Bittu Ram and Mohd 
Fayaz. 

The event ended with 
distribution of certificates 
and mementoes among 
the participants.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 23: Shri 
Kailakh Jyotish avim 
Vedic Sansthan Trust 
honoured DIG Jammu, 
Sambha and Kathua 
Range Dr. Sunil Gupta 
(IPS).

 Mahant Rohit Shas-
tri said DIG Jammu, 
Sambha and Kathua 
Range Dr. Sunil Gupta 
(IPS) is an honest police 
officer and keep on 
inspire his subordinate 
staff to serve for general 
wellness in this  pandem-
ic, department did tre-
mendous  job by launch-
ing operations against 
the drug trafficking which 

are engaged in carrying 
out illegal activities. 

He said that these drug 
traffickers are playing 
with the future of our 
young generation and 
department needs to 
launch more such type of 
operations against these 
traffickers.

 Jammu and Kashmir 
Police is doing remark-
able work in every field. 
Apart from playing an 
important role in crush-
ing terrorism in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the police is 
also playing an important 
role in preventing crime 
in the city.

 In Jammu and Kashmir, 
the drug menace was 

increasing a lot in the 
last few years but police 
is being successful to a 
great extent in controlling 
drugs smuggling.

 Shastri said that today 
the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir are feel-
ing safe because of the 
policemen deployed day 
and night on the roads of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

DIG Dr.Sunil Gupta 
(IPS) appreciated the 
work being done by the 
trust and assured that 
police will work day-night 
to serve the society. 

On occasion Ajay 
Sharma and Adhitya 
abhiraj sharma were also 
present.

Neera Bakshi making waves in Delhi 
Municipal Corporation

NYK Doda organises District Level 
Neighbourhood Youth Parliament in GDC Ramban

SKJAVS trust honours DIG Dr Sunil Gupta 


