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As public figures, it’s our 
duty to promote our culture, 

says Sara Ali Khan

Telangana Governor resigns, 
likely to contest Lok Sabha polls 

as BJP candidate

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin wins 5th term with 
record number of votes

Over 3 Kg 
heroin 
seized near 
India-
Pakistan 
border in 
Punjab

CHANDIGARH, Mar 
18 (Agencies): More 
than three kg of heroin 
was seized near the 
India-Pakistan border 
in Punjab’s Tarn Taran 
district, a BSF spokes-
person said on Monday.

The Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) troops 
found a black-coloured 
bag from the border area 
of Tarn Taran at 12:05 
am on Monday, said the 
spokesperson.

They found six packets 
of heroin weighing 3.306 
kg in the bag, said the 
spokesperson.

Old-rusted 
shell 
recovered 
near school 
in Poonch

POONCH, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Police and 
army on Monday recov-
ered an old rusted shell 
near primary school 
Narol in Mendhar 
Sector in Poonch dis-
trict, officials said. 

They told GNS a vil-
lager of Noral spotted 
the shell and telephoni-
cally informed Police 
Station Mendhar about 
it. Immediately, they 
said, a police party 
rushed to the spot 
while army was also 
informed to 

destroy the shell. 
Subsequently, the shell 
was recovered, they 
added.

NexGen 
energia to 
invest Rs 1,000 
Cr for setting 
up EV 
manufacturing 
unit in J&K

NOIDA, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Sustain-
able energy solutions 
firm NexGen Energia 
on Monday said it will 
invest Rs 1,000 crore 
in setting up a manu-
facturing unit for elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Noida-based 
company said it is cur-
rently in talks with the 
authorities in the Union 
Territory and scouting 
for 100-acre land either 
in the Kathua industrial 
area or in the Kashmir 
Valley.

The move comes 
soon after the company 
announced Rs 3,000 
crore investment for 
setting up a Compress 
Bio Gas (CBG) plant in 
Gujarat.

NEW DELHI, Mar 
18 (Agencies): The 
Supreme Court on 
Monday directed the 
State Bank of India to 
make a complete dis-
closure of all details 
related to electoral 
bonds, including the 
unique bond numbers 
that would disclose the 
link between the buyer 
and the recipient political 
party, by March 21.

A five-judge constitu-
tion bench headed by 
Chief Justice D Y Chan-
drachud said there is 
“no manner of doubt” 
that the SBI is required 
to disclose complete 
details of the bonds.

It directed the SBI 
chairman to file an affi-

davit before it by 5 pm on 
March 21 indicating that 
the bank has disclosed 
all the details.

During the hearing, the 
bench, also comprising 
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, 
B R Gavai, J B Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra, 
observed that the SBI 

can’t be selective and 
has to disclose all “con-
ceivable” electoral bond 
details in its possession, 
including unique bond 
numbers that would dis-
close the link between 
the buyer and the recipi-
ent political party.

The bench said the 
apex court had, in its 

verdict in the electoral 
bonds case, asked the 
bank to disclose all the 
details of the bonds and 
it should not wait for 
further orders on this 
aspect.

“We had asked all 
details to be disclosed by 
the SBI which includes 
electoral bond numbers 
as well. Let SBI not be 
selective in disclosure,” 
the bench orally said 
during the hearing.

Last week, the top court 
issued a notice to the 
country’s largest bank 
to explain the reasons 
for the non-disclosure 
of unique alphanumeric 
numbers in compliance 
with its directions, saying 
the

NEW DELHI/AJMER, 
Mar 18 (Agencies): Four 
coaches of the Sabar-
mati-Agra superfast train 
derailed near the Ajmer 
station on Monday 
morning, officials said.

No loss of life was 
reported in the incident 

that occurred at around 
1 am, they said, adding 
that the express train 
was on its way to Agra.

 “The incident took 
place when the train 
crossed Ajmer sta-
tion and it was about 
to reach Madar sta-

tion. The reason for the 
derailment is not known 
yet,” Shashi Kiran, Chief 
Public Relations Officer, 
North Western Rail-
way (NWR) Zone, told 
agency.

 “No injury or 

SRINAGAR, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Weather-
man on Monday fore-
cast generally cloudy 
weather with possibil-
ity of light rain/snow at 
many places with thun-
der, lightning and gusty 
winds over plains of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
on March 21 and 22.A 
meteorological depart-
ment official said that 
generally dry weather 
was expected till March 
20.“From March 21-22, 
generally cloudy weath-
er with possibility of light 
rain/snow is expected at 
many places with thun-
der/lightning & gusty 
winds over plains of 
Kashmir & Jammu Divi-
sion,” he said, adding, 
“On March 23, generally 
dry weather is expected 
while partly to gener-
ally cloudy weather with 
light rain/snow at few 
places is expected on 
March 24-25.” Regard-

ing night tempera-
ture, he said, Srinagar 
recorded a minimum of 
3.5°C against 2.0°C on 
the previous night which 
was below normal by 
1.2°C for the summer 
capital of JK for this time 
of the year.Qazigund 
recorded a minimum of 
2.8°C against 2.1°C on 
the previous night and it 
was 1.3°C below normal 
for the gateway town of 
Kashmir, he said.Pahal-
gam recorded a low of 
minus 1.3°C against 
minus 1.7°C on the pre-
vious night and it was 
1.4°C below normal for 
the famous resort in 
south Kashmir.Koker-
nag, also in south Kash-
mir, recorded a minimum 
of 3.2°C against 2.9°C 
on the previous night 
and it was 0.3°C below 
normal, the official said.
Kupwara town recorded 
a low of 1.3°C against 

Three 
residential 
houses gutted 
in overnight 
fire mishap in 
Baramulla

SRINAGAR, Mar 18 
(Agencies): At least 
three residential houses 
were gutted in a massive 
blaze in Dangiwacha 
Rafiabad in Baramulla 
on intervening Sunday 
and Monday night.

Reports said that a 
massive fire broke out 
in a residential house at 
Dangiwacha in Rafiabad 
Baramulla last night.

Soon after Fire and 
Emergency Services’ 
arrived at the site with 
men and machinery and 
launched a rescue oper-
ation with assistance of 
locals. After hours of 
relentless efforts, the 
fire was controlled, not 
unless it gutted at least 
three residential houses.

An F&ES official said 
that three residential 
houses, one 

Disclose all ‘Conceivable’ details of Electoral 
Bonds, Supreme Court orders SBI

4 coaches of Sabarmati-
Agra superfast train derail in 
Rajasthan’s Ajmer, no casualty

Light rains, snow with 
gusty winds forecast in 
J&K on March 21, 22
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NEW DELHI, Mar 18 
(Agencies): In a deci-
sive move towards 
upholding the principles 
of free, fair and trans-
parent elections, the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has issued 
orders for the removal of 
Home Secretaries in six 
states namely Gujarat, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttara-
khand.

Additionally, the Sec-
retary of the General 
Administrative Depart-
ment in Mizoram and 
Himachal Pradesh have 
also been removed.

The commission has 
directed all the State 
Governments to trans-
fer the officers connect-
ed with election-related 
work, who have com-
pleted three years or are 
in their home districts.

Maharashtra had not 
complied with the direc-
tions in respect of few 
Municipal Commission-
ers and some Additional 
/ Deputy Municipal Com-
missioners in Maharash-
tra.

While conveying dis-
pleasure to the Chief 
Secretary, the Commis-
sion directed transfer of 
BMC and the additional 

/ Deputy commission-
ers with the direction to 
report by 6pm today.

The Chief Secretary 
was further directed to 
transfer all the similarly 
placed Municipal com-
missioners and Addi-
tional / Deputy Municipal 
Commissioners of other 
Corporations in Maha-
rashtra.

This step comes as 
part of the Commission’s 
resolve and commitment 
to maintaining a level 
playing field and ensur-
ing the integrity of the 
electoral process, which 
has been emphasised by 
CEC Rajiv Kumar time 
and again and recently 
during the Press Confer-
ence for announcement 
of Schedule for General 
Elections 2024.

The Commission 
meeting chaired by Shri 
Rajiv Kumar, comprising 
of Election Commission-
ers Shri Gyanesh Kumar 
and Shri Sukhbir Singh 
Sandhu was held 

Rs 70 per 
person fixed 
as Sadq-
e-Fitr this 
Ramadan: 
Grand Mufti 
J&K

SRINAGAR, Mar 
18 (Agencies): Grand 
Mufti Jammu and 
Kashmir, Mufti Nasir-ul 
Islam Farooqi Monday 
announced the Sadq-
e-Fitr (Zakaat-ul-Fitr) 
as rupees seventy per 
person this holy Rama-
dan.

The Grand Mufti while 
highlighting the essence 
of the charity under the 
(Sadq-e-Fitr) heading 
said that after reaching 
upon a consensus with 
the scholars of different 
schools of thought, the 
amount has been fixed 
as rupees seventy per 
person. The special 
kind of charity has also 
to be paid on behalf of 
the infants’, emphasized 
Mufti Nasir-ul-Islam.

KULGAM, Mar 18 
(Agencies): National 
Conference vice presi-
dent Omar Abdullah on 
Monday accused the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
administration of “sabo-
taging” the conduct of 
assembly polls in the 
union territory, saying 
the current dispensation 
wants to continue to rule 
like uncrowned kings.

“We wanted simulta-
neous elections along 
with Lok Sabha elec-
tions. But, it did not 
happen. The current 
government of Jammu 
and Kashmir sabotaged 
that because they do 
not want to handover 
the power to the people 
again. They are ruling 
like uncrowned kings,” 

Abdullah told report-
ers here after kicking-
off the party’s election 
campaign for Anantnag-
Rajouri Parliamentary 
constituency.

Earlier addressing 
party workers at Damhal 
Hanjipora in the south 
Kashmir district here, 
the NC leader said 
bureaucrats put hurdles 
in holding the assembly 
elections as they were 

getting “spoiled” in J-K.
“The hurdles in holding 

the assembly elections 
were put by our offi-
cers by saying that they 
cannot make adequate 
security arrangements.
You yourself say that 
the situation is better, 
normalcy has been 
restored, that there is 
no danger of guns now.

“If there is no danger 
of guns, then you will 

not need much security 
deployment and if you 
do not need, then you 
should have held elec-
tions. The reality is that 
they are getting spoiled,” 
he said.

The former J-K chief 
minister, however, said 
the Election Commis-
sion has to hold the 
assembly polls before 
the Supreme Court’s 
deadline of September 
30 this year which the 
top court gave while 
passing its order after 
hearing a batch of peti-
tions challenging the 
revocation of Article 370.

“We thank God that 
they will have to con-
clude elections here 
before September 30 
according to the SC. The 

J&K administration does not want to handover 
power to people again: Omar Abdullah

EC orders removal of Home Secretaries 
in six states to ensure fair elections
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Top News Report

POONCH, Mar 18: 
Indian Army in continu-
ance towards series of 
initiatives in the field of 
Education, conducted 
Common Entrance Test 
(CET) at AGS Potha for 

the students of Poonch 
District for Admissions in 
Residential Army Public 
School for the Academic 
Session 2024-25.

 A total of 50 students 
appeared in the CET (16 
students for Class 8th 
& 34 students for class 

9th). 
The initiative will have 

far reaching impact as 
more & more children are 
motivated to study hard 
for such selection. The 
event was highly appre-
ciated by the resident 
populace.

Army conducts Common Entrance 
Test for Admission  in AGS Potha

Top News Report

 JAMMU, Mar 18:-  
Narinder Gupta, General 
Secretary (Org)  JKPCC 
has voiced his concern 
over the problems of  
people of Block Suchet-
garh of Jammu District.

A deputation of the  
prominent leaders of 5 
Panchayat Halqas  of 
Suchetgarh Block  called 
on Narinder Gupta – 
General Secretary (Org) 
JKPCC today at PCC HQ 
Shaheed Chowk Jammu 
and apprised him about 
problems of people  of 
their areas on various 
fronts.

The deputation led by 
Master Ajaib Singh Motan, 
President Block Congress 
Committee  Suchetgarh 
and other members  
include  Sarpanch Ashok 
Kumar- Panchayat Halqa 
Chohala, Panch Des Raj-
Panchayat Halqa Dewan 
Garh, Ch. Tarseem Lal-
Panchayat Halqa Dewan-
garh, Capt. Jaswant 
Singh-President Guud-
wara Parbandan Com-
mittee, Er. Suraj Kumar-
Press Secretary Batwal 
Sudhar Sabha J&K, Smt. 
Kusam Lata Bhagat - Sar-

panch Panchayat Halqa 
Bagga Janna, Durga 
Dadd-Panch Panchayat 
Halqa Chakorhi, Samat 
Kumar- Panch Panchay-
at Halqa Pindi Sorachan 
Kalan and Janak Raj- Pyt. 
Halqa Chohala.

They said that Kisan 
Saman Nidhi Yogna is 
not given to the allottees/
state land instead repeat-
ed requests to the present 
Govt. They are cultivat-
ing their lands for several 
years  and are  very much  
illegible  for this Yogna. 
Ignoring  them from this 
Yogna will be a great 
injustice  and requested 
PCC leader that their case 
should be taken up with 
the concerned authorities.

They also expressed 
their concern over the 
installation of transform-
ers  from private com-
pany which indicate that 
the move is towards 
privatization. It would be 
suicidal for small farmers 
and demands that Govt. 
should provide electricity 
to the small farmer and 
poor peole, as promised 
by the Modi Govt.

Refugees of Chhamb 
were given only Rs 5.5 
lakh instead of promised 
30 lacs as one time settle-
ment. Remaining amount 
should be  released in 
favour of Chhamb refu-
gees as early as possible.

Narinder Gupta gave 
patient  hearing to the 

deputation and said  that 
the displaced people feel 
cheated by the BJP gov-
ernment for not fulfilling 
the commitment of grant 
of  ex gratia relief of  Rs 30 
lakh. The people of border 
belt are front line worrier 
and always protecting our 
borders . They are strug-
gling for their genuine 
demands for last several 
years but this  has caused 
unrest amongst large 
number of families and 
added that many other 
scheme / promises were 
not fulfilled by the Modi 
Govt.  Now the time has 
come to teach lesson to 
BJP by defeating  them  
in upcoming  Lok Sabha 
elections.

Top News Report

JAMMU / NEW DELHI, Mar 18: 
Speaking at All India Lawyers 
Forum meeting in Delhi, noted 
Supreme Court Lawyer and Bar 
leader, Ashok Bhan said the noise 
and song of electioneering is the 
essence and basic feature of the 
electoral democracy in India.

By participating in elections, every 
citizen can choose their leader 
by casting a vote in favour of the 
politician or the political party for 
that matter, he said adding that the 
voters are the ultimate authority in 
any democracy, they can voice their 
opinion if they do not like the testa-
ments of the existing government. 

They can change the government 
by choosing their following votes 
very carefully and giving a thought 
to the political party before giving 
them their vote, he said.

As a responsible citizen of the 
country, Bhan said, if one feels there 
is an issue not being addressed by 
most or all of the political parties 
or some modifications needs to 
be made in their solution, they can 
always participate in that discussion 
either by raising their opinions to 
the governing bodies or by forming 
political parties themselves to bring 
about a reform. 

Due to the regularity present in 
the Indian election system, it acts 
as a kind of check on the work of 
the political parties, restating the 
fact that if the party is not efficient 
enough in their work, they will not 
form the government subsequently. 
Therefore political parties have a 

regular performance of working well 
to get votes from the public, Ashok 
Bhan said.

“Elections form the basis of 
democracy and holding timely elec-
tions regularly is what makes the 
process genuinely in accordance 
with constitutionalism.In a democra-

cy, elections are important to check 
and balance the political parties as 
to their performance and make them 
answerable to the voters and the 
nation,” he said.

Elections enable voters to select 
leaders and to hold them account-
able for their performance in office., 
he said adding that the electoral 
process is competitive and forces 
candidates or parties to expose 
their records and future intentions 
to popular scrutiny.

Elections serve as forums for the 
discussion of public issues and 
facilitate the expression of public 
opinion. Elections thus provide 
political education for citizens and 
ensure the responsiveness of dem-
ocratic governments to the will of the 
people. They also serve to legitimize 
the acts of those who wield power, a 
function that is performed to some 
extent even by elections that are 
noncompetitive.

Elections also reinforce the sta-
bility and legitimacy of the political 
community. Like national holidays 
commemorating common experi-
ences, elections link citizens to each 
other and thereby confirm the viabil-
ity of the polity. As a result, elections 
help to facilitate social and political 
integration.

A thriving and vibrant electoral 
democracy has been India’s distinct 
and durable identity, long before it 
asserted itself as powerful econom-
ic, nuclear or technological major.   

Founded by a great Constitution, 
it has been nurtured by parliament, 
judiciary, political parties, media, 
ECI and above all by the people of 
India, he said.

Top News Report

DODA, Mar 18 (Agen-
cies): One person was 
killed and another injured 
after the car they were 

travelling in rolled down 
into a deep gorge in Doda 
on Monday afternoon.

An official said that a 
car skidded off the road 
and plunged into a deep 
gorge on the Khilani 

Marmat link road near the 
village of Dugga in Doda.

 “The accident result-
ed in the death of one 
person, Roshan Lal, 
son of Dina Nath, from 
Marmat, and injuries 
to another identified as 
Tanveer Ahmad, son of 
Fayaz Ullah, also from 
Marmat,” the official said.

 “The injured person 
has been taken to GMC 
Jammu for treatment,” 
added the official.

Confirming the incident, 
a police official said that 
they have taken cogni-
zance of the mishap for 
further investigations.

Top News Report

KATHUA, Mar 18:  The 
NSS Unit of Govt. Degree 
College (GDC) Marheen, 
organized a cleanliness 
drive under the Swach-
hata special campaign in 
the college. 

The programme was 
organized under the 
patronage of Prof. (Dr.) 
Anupama Gupta,  Princi-
pal of the College. 

In her address, she 
talked about the impor-
tance of better hygiene, 
sanitation and cleanli-
ness of our surround-
ings.  She appreciated 
the efforts of NSS unit 
for organizing a cleanli-
ness drive in the college 
campus. 

She encouraged and 
supported the NSS vol-

unteers who were active-
ly involved in the event. 

She also advised the 
NSS volunteers to carry 
out the message of clean-
liness and its importance 
to every nook and corner 
of the society. 

The entire event was 
organized under the 

supervision of Dr. Arun 
Dev Singh, NSS Pro-
gramme officer. A large 
number of NSS volun-
teers participated in the 
drive, cleaned and col-
lected garbage from the 
college campus by setting 
an example of cleanliness 
and hygiene in the society.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Dr 
Ritu Singh, daughter-in-
law of the Royal family of 
J&K, founding Chairper-
son  of the Women Wing 
of Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) vis-
ited Army Public School 
Damana on Monday. 

Accompanied by her 
mother, she was accord-
ed a warm welcome by 
Mrs Pushpinder Kaur 
Principal APS Damana. 
Brig Vivek Puri, SM 
Chairman APS Damana,   
Ghina Vivek Puri, Chair-
person FWO Chenab 
Bde and other dignitar-
ies were also present on 
the occasion. The visit 
began with the chanting 
of Sanskrit Shloka by Dr 
Ritu Singh for invoking 
the blessings of God-

dess Saraswati lending 
an air of divinity.

  In the benign ambi-
ance, she, along with 
other dignitaries, took 
a round of the school 
campus which included 
visit to Atal Tinkering 
Lab, English Language 
Lab, Sports Room, NDA 
Room, Art Room  and 
other specific areas. 

She also applauded 
the artistic manifesta-
tion of the students. 
The foremost idea of 
the visit is to seek moti-
vation from the journey 
and vibrant persona of 
the Chief Guest. It also 
intended to serve a plat-
form for the promotion 
of collaborative hubs of 
learning.

In  the we lc ome 
address, Pushpinder 
Kaur, Principal APS 
Damana ex tended 

heartfelt welcome to 
the guests on behalf  
of the school fraternity.   
Dr Ritu Singh, in her 
address, congratulated 
the school for excelling 
in Academics and Co-
curricular f ields. She 
further appreciated the 
work of the students 
in the Atal Tinkering 
Lab of the school and 
motivated them to stay 
focused about their 
aims and goals and 
always implement their 
creative ideas in an 
interesting and experi-
ential way. She appre-
ciated the  resplen-
dent array of projects 
and models prepared 
by students of APS 
Damana.

The visit culminated 
with the singing of 
National Anthem to mark 
the patriotic fervour.

Narinder Gupta shares concern of 
residents of  Suchetgarh

Elections help to facilitate social, political 
integration: Ashok Bhan 

One dead, another 
injured after vehicle 
falls into deep gorge

Cleanliness Drive organized by 
NSS unit of GDC Marheen      

Dr Ritu Singh visits Army 
Public School Damana

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Lead-
ership Program, Under 
the Aegis of, “The Mala-
viya Mission Teacher 
Training Programme” in 
an inaugural session held 
at IIM permanent campus 
in Jagti. 

The leadership train-
ing program is one of 
the unique residential 
programs designed to 
develop the leadership 
skills of educators at dif-
ferent levels and create a 
pool of potential leaders 
for generational transi-
tion. The program will 
be conducted by the fac-
ulty of IIM Jammu from 
March 18 with the aim of 
enabling institute admin-
istration to assess the 
leadership quality of their 
faculty members. 

Prof. B. S. Sahay, the 
Director of IIM Jammu, 
presided over the inau-
gural ceremony.  

The first batch consisted 
of 25 participants is fully 
funded by Ministry of Edu-
cation, Govt. of India.

Prof. B. S. Sahay, 
Director of IIM Jammu, 
addressed the partici-
pants, emphasizing the 
institute’s distinguished 
contribution as one of 
the premier management 
institutions in the country. 

He encouraged active 

engagement in the pro-
gram’s sessions and 
discussions, foster-
ing connections with 
fellow educators and IIM 
Jammu faculty, and reit-
erating their commitment 
to excellence, innovation, 
and leadership in educa-
tion. 

He remarked, “Today 
marks a significant mile-
stone in our journey 
towards educational 
excellence and leader-
ship development. As 
we gather here to unveil 
this program, as initiated 
by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, we embark on a 
transformative initiative 
aimed at cultivating aca-
demic leaders who serve 
as catalysts for positive 
change.”

Further, he also high-
lighted the achievements 
of the IIM system, includ-
ing the institute’s consis-

tent raking among the top 
15 IIMs in the NIRF Rank-
ings for two consecutive 
years. He expressed 
aspirations for IIM Jammu 
to emerge as a leading 
business school national-
ly and globally. Reflecting 
on the institute’s journey, 
he recounted the chal-
lenges and milestones, 
such as the increase in 
student intake and the 
significant rise in female 
representat ion. He 
emphasized the collabor-
ative efforts among insti-
tutes of national impor-
tance in Jammu (IIM, IIT 
& AIIMS), particularly in 
implementing programs 
like MBA HA-HM and 
B.Tech + MBA, aligning 
with the objectives of the 
National Education Policy 
2020. He also highlighted 
IIM Jammu’s commitment 
to supporting research 
scholars through its gen-

erous scholarship pro-
gram and outlined the 
institute’s revenue model.

The event commenced 
with the lighting of the 
lamp and a welcome 
speech from Dr. Kulwind-
er Kaur, Program Direc-
tor. She extended a heart-
felt welcome, mentioned 
the program’s unique 
features and the struc-
ture in which it would be 
held, and mentioned her 
happiness on the launch 
of Nurturing Future Lead-
ership Program. This 
program is essential for 
developing the next gen-
eration of academic lead-
ers. Our goal is to provide 
faculty with the leadership 
skills they need to excel 
in their academic jour-
ney and create effective 
learning environments for 
their students.

Dr. Pratik Maheshwari, 
Co-chairperson, Execu-

tive Education & Corpo-
rate Consulting (EE&C), 
shared the institute’s 
unwavering commitment 
to delivering high-quality 
executive education by 
means of such leader-
ship training and devel-
opment programs. He 
highlighted the program’s 
features and IIM Jammu’s 
role in creating educa-
tional leaders through 
such initiatives. Present 
on the occasion were Dr. 
Praveen Kumar, Program 
Director, IIM Jammu. 

The residential training 
program will be divided 
into four broad themes, 
such as leadership, com-
munication, skill develop-
ment, and recent govern-
ment initiatives, and will 
feature four sessions 
each for the next five 
days. These sessions will 
include lectures, interac-
tive workshops, group 
discussions, case stud-
ies, role-plays, and prac-
tical exercises to ensure 
active engagement and 
application of concepts. 
Participants will also have 
the opportunity to net-
work with other educators 
and IIM Jammu faculty.             
Dr. Vaseem Akram,   Pro-
gram Director, concluded 
the event by extending a 
vote of thanks to every-
one involved with the 
progra

IIM Jammu launches nurturing future 
leadership programme 
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By: Sanjaya Baru

I have rarely used my column 
for a book review, but Rama 
Bijapurkar is different. Rama 

is a fellow Hyderabadi. She moved 
to Mumbai, while I moved to 
Delhi. If my books have been on 
politics and economics, Rama’s 
have been about the Indian mar-
ketplace and the Indian consumer. 
Her first book, We are Like That 
Only: Understanding the Logic of 
Consumer India (2007), was a clas-
sic and a bestseller.

Over the years she has tracked 
the Indian consumption story 
closely and her second book, A 
Never-Before World: Tracking 
the Evolution of Consumer India 
(2013), placed her firmly on top of 
the many observers of the Indian 
marketplace.

Everyone is a consumer but 
everyone consumes differently. 
That should seem obvious. How-
ever, unpacking the diversity of 
the Indian consumer market is 
easier said than done. Many com-
panies, big ones at that and not just 
multinationals, often fail to under-
stand the cultural and economic 
diversity of the Indian consumer.

That a serious analyst of the 
Indian marketplace has to reiter-
ate that obvious point is of course 
a bad comment on the companies 
that don’t seem to get it. It is also a 
comment on the inadequate under-
standing of consumption habits on 
the part of economists.

Most tend to view consumption 
as being determined by income 
levels and geographic location 
of the consumer (urban/rural). 
Bijapurkar shows that not only 
is the income-consumption link 
more complex than imagined, but 
that apart from economic factors, 
social and cultural attributes of a 
consumer and her view of life and 

her place in society also matter. 
We must, therefore, thank Rama 
Bijapurkar for her new book, Lil-
liput Land: How Small is Driving 
India’s Mega Consumption Story

 (Penguin Random House, 2024), 
that neatly unpacks the Indian 
consumer market with data and 
insights.

It was Joan Robinson, the emi-
nent Cambridge economist, who 
famously observed that every state-
ment about India and its opposite 
is true. Bijapurkar deploys many 
metaphors ranging from “khichdi” 
to “the elephant and the blind men 
of Indostan” to make the point that 
the patterns of consumption across 
regions and classes point to the fact 
that there are “many Indias that 
have had different starting points 
and evolved in different directions 
at different speeds”.

In structural terms, the Indian 
market can be classified in differ-
ent ways.

There is a metro market, an urban 
and semi-urban market, a rural 
market and so on. In class terms, 
one can distinguish between an 
elite market of the top five per cent, 
an upper class market of the top 20 
per cent and markets that cater to 
the middle and lower classes.

These terms are easier said than 
defined or understood. After the 
economic liberalisation of 1991 
many studies were conducted on 
the size of the emerging Indian 
market. Many books have been 
written about India’s “new middle 
class” and so on. Yet, there is no 
consensus either on the actual size 
of this so-called “middle class” or 
its income and consumption char-
acteristics.

To understand India’s con-
sumption story one must begin 
by understanding the investment 
story. Bijapurkar is right to empha-
sise this. This is an idea we owe 

to the great 20th century econo-
mist, John Maynard Keynes, that 
as investment rises so does income 
and then so does consumption. 
The slowdown in investment in 
recent years has, therefore, quite 
understandably hurt consump-
tion. However, it has not hurt all 
consumption. And that is a point 
that comes out clearly from the 
data analysed by Bijapurkar. Her 
analysis of India’s consumption 
story in the recent past adds grist to 
the argument that the post-Covid 
recovery has been K-shaped -- that 
is, some are better off and some 
worse off. If incomes across classes 
have moved in opposite directions, 
so has their consumption of vari-
ous goods and services.

One striking table that Bijapur-
kar presents shows trends in share 
of income by different quintiles 
between 1994 and 2021. It shows 
how the share of the richest 20 per 
cent in total all-India household 
income went down from 50.2 per 
cent in 1994 to 44.9 per cent in 2015-
16, while that of the poorest 20 per 
cent went up from 5.9 per cent to 
seven per cent during the same 
period. This points to an improve-
ment in income distribution across 
economic classes. On the other 
hand, between 2015-16 and 2020-
21 the richest 20 per cent increased 
their share to 56.3 per cent while 
the poorest 20 per cent found their 
share slipping further back to 3.3 
per cent. These numbers testify to 
the K-shaped growth process view 
and are a serious indictment of the 
growth process during Narendra 
Modi’s decade in office.

Firms that have understood the 
income structure of this ground 
reality have done well by selective-
ly targeting different consumers 
differently. Bijapurkar offers many 
examples to make her point. The 
real change in the Indian market-

place is the emergence of D2C -- 
direct to consumer -- thanks to dig-
ital marketing and e-retailing and 
this space is getting flooded with 
what Bijapurkar calls “Lilliput 
Brands”. Lilliput because like the 
small people of that famous fable 
they are tying down big brands 
that have not been agile enough to 
cater to Indian consumer diversity. 
Companies, Indian or foreign, that 
are sensitive to the diversity of the 
Indian consumer market are able 
to perform better than those who 
only have an “India” strategy that 
is bereft of regional and cultural 
variations.

Bijapurkar’s book is about more 
than just the macro changes. It 
details out the micro changes 
under way in terms of consumer 
behaviour and consumer prefer-
ences. The wealthy are no longer 
the drivers of change in consump-
tion patterns. Indeed, even the so-
called “middle class”, which in fact 
belongs to the top 20 per cent of 
households in terms of income, is 
also not as important to the change 
underway. Real change is coming 
from below and it is the digital 
revolution that has empowered the 
small and micro retailer and the 
small and micro consumer.

Rama has a knack of making seri-
ous analytical points with telling 
stories.

Indians are many different people 
valuing different things and behav-
ing in different ways, reminds 
Bijapurkar. “In India, adaptability 
is considered a far bigger virtue 
than uniformity. After all, the 
gods changed character totally to 
deal with whatever situation they 
had to: the simple, the playful, the 
aggressive, the gentle – all repre-
sentations of the same at different 
times, each celebrated for what it 
achieved.”

By: Debopam 
Chaudhuri

It is certainly a great time to be 
in India for business. A demo-
cratic political system, stable 

governance, liberalized economy, 
demographic advantage, consump-
tion trends, upgrading infrastruc-
ture and a strong financial sector 
embodied by robust regulators are 
contributing to India’s economic 
resilience. In an uncertain world, 
where economists are still grappling 
with whether the US will experience 
a soft landing or when China will 
come out of its current rout, India’s 
growth trajectory is relatively clear. 
It is well on its path to becoming the 
third largest economy within 48-54 
months, and reaching the $10 tril-
lion target by 2035.

Global confidence in India has 
been reiterated even by credit rating 
agencies, despite their reluctance to 
upgrade its sovereign rating. Over 
the last few days, agencies like 
Moody’s and Fitch revised their 
growth forecast upwards. Fitch 
now expects FY2025 GDP growth 
to be at 7 percent (from 6.5 percent 
expectations earlier) and Moody’s 
expects FY2024 economic activ-
ity to rise by 6.8 percent (from 6.2 
percent expectations earlier). How-
ever, these upgrades are yet to be 
reflected in their rating stance. At 
BBB-, India is clubbed with smaller 
nations with either poor debt repay-
ment histories or heavy exposure to 
foreign debt like Hungary, Greece, 
Romania and Mauritius. Inciden-
tally, India does not have such 
problems, and maintains a small 
current account deficit, a credible 
fiscal consolidation roadmap and 
the 5th largest GDP.

One of the major reasons for this 

upgrade is India’s stellar 8 per-
cent+ real GDP growth in the first 
3 quarters of FY2024. It has been 
the highest across all G20 nations, 
and if the forecasts turn out to be 
true, it will remain so for the next 
few years as well. But the question 
is whether its  economic growth is 
mirrored within its human devel-
opment indicators as well. Because 
only if growth and development are 
in lockstep can a virtuous cycle of 
sustained advancement be estab-
lished.

To answer this, let us take a closer 
look at the latest GDP estimates 
first. The Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) estimated that India’s real 
GDP grew 8.4 percent in the Dec 
’23 quarter, compared to the same 
time last year. However, at a time 
when the government estimated a 
less than expected fiscal deficit in 
FY2024, and with limited evidence 
of any material rise in private capex, 
an 8 percent+ growth rate should 
appear slightly out of context. The 
answer lies, as pointed out by some 
fellow economists, in the rising 
divergence between Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) and Gross Value 
Added (GVA). In simple terms, 
GDP includes GVA and indirect 
tax collections (net of food, fertilizer 
and fuel subsidies). In Q3, there was 
a slowdown in the government’s 
subsidy spending while GST earn-
ings continued to remain buoyant, 
leading to a significantly large alpha 
over and above the GVA in the form 
of net indirect tax inflows. On an 
average, in Q3, food subsidies con-
tracted 50 percent compared to the 
same time last month. At the same 
time, central GST inflows increased 
8 percent. Consequently, GVA, 
which is a better reflection of actual 
production across agriculture, 
industry and services, grew only by 

6.5 percent in Q3, compared to 8.4 
percent GDP growth. This alpha is 
technically the government’s earn-
ing, and will have a positive impact 
once spent. It will certainly benefit 
bond yields, but they are not reflec-
tive of the gains in Q3.

Now that I have explained that 
India’s actual economic activity 
may not have increased 8.4 per-
cent, let us expand the GVA to 
get an indication on real growth. 
Agriculture, industry (manufactur-
ing + mining) and services are key 
components of GVA. As per Dec 
’23 data, agriculture contracted 1 
percent (vs 2 percent growth in Q2), 
industry grew 10 percent (vs 14 
percent growth in Q2) and services 
grew 7 percent (vs 6 percent growth 
in Q2). The decline in agriculture 
is particularly worrying, especially 
because post-Covid, agriculture 
and public capex were the two pil-
lars supporting the economy. With 
both on a downward trajectory, ser-
vices and industry need to step up 
their growth projectiles to maintain 
India’s overall economic momen-
tum. This means a resuscitation in 
the private capex cycle has become 
even more important to replace the 
shortfall from slowing government 
expenditure.

Recent media reports have been 
buzzing with high spending plans 
from leading corporate houses to 
this regard. Once larger corporates 
initiate the capex cycle, smaller 
players including MSMEs will be 
automatically crowded in. As a 
prerequisite, though, our financial 
system needs to ensure adequate 
availability of capital and smooth 
credit flow to the last mile of the 
economy. It is estimated for a sus-
tained real growth of 8 percent+, 
credit offtake should grow at 18 
percent consistently.

Capital has always been a bottle-
neck in India’s development, owing 
to a homogenous financial ecosys-
tem over-reliant on banks. Alterna-
tive sources of capital like NBFCs 
and the debt market are also depen-
dent on bank credit. Urgent policy 
interventions are necessary to break 
this homogeneity. India’s NBFC 
sector needs to be better utilized. 
Allowing deposit taking licenses 
to large and well managed NBFCs 
(some already have them) can be 
a solution. Cheap capital through 
public deposits will lead to lower 
borrowing costs for NBFC clients, 
often segments left out by banks, 
but hold strategic relevance for 
growth and development.

To conclude, it is necessary to 
focus on both growth and develop-
ment. There are vast pockets within 
India that fall way behind the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) on health, nutrition, edu-
cation, water resources, financial 
inclusion, skill development and 
infrastructure. Economic growth 
alone may not be sufficient to fill 
these gaps. The Indian government 
has chalked out a road map for the 
112 Aspirational Districts deemed 
to be most backward and largely 
dependent on primitive agricul-
ture. Rapid investments from public 
and private sectors are necessary 
to translate India’s high growth to 
meaningful human development. 
Only then can our Human Devel-
opment Index rise to levels worthy 
of a developed nation. Our private 
sector and financial system should 
gear up to enable this effort for a 
more equitable growth benefiting 
all of India.

(Debopam Chaudhuri
Chief economist, Piramal 

Enterprises)

The most important right in 
any democratic country is 
the right to vote. According 

to the Indian Constitution, citizens 
of any caste, community and reli-
gion above the age of 18 years have 
the right to vote in elections. In the 
Indian Constitution, some special 
rights have been given to the citi-
zens, it is very important to know 
about them. Voting in India is the 
fundamental right of the citizens of 
the country. 
According to the Indian Consti-

tution, any citizen of the country 
above 18 years of age registered 
under the Voting Committee is 
eligible to vote. Every citizen can 
vote in national, state, district and 
local elections of his area. Unless 
a person exceeds the limits of dis-
qualification, he cannot be prevent-
ed from voting. Every citizen has the 
right to cast his vote. According to 
the Indian Constitution, if a person 
does not meet all the rules, there is 
a provision to exclude him from the 
voting process. In these, if a person 
is found guilty under section 171E 
(related to bribery) or 171F (undue 
influence on elections) of IPC, then 
he does not get the right to vote. A 
person voting in more than one con-
stituency is also excluded from the 
voting process. All voters have full 
right to information about the candi-
dates participating in the elections. 
This right has been given to citi-
zens under Section 19 of the Indian 
Constitution. Through this power, 
any person can read the election 
manifesto of the candidates, their 
financial statements and criminal 
background. Voters have been given 
full right not to cast their vote and 
a record of this is also maintained. 
Through NOTA, the voter exercises 
the right not to elect anyone among 
the candidates contesting the elec-
tions. In this process the voter goes 
to vote and chooses the option of 
not voting. As per the guidelines of 
the Election Commission, people 
who can physically reach the poll-
ing booth have the facility to vote 
through postal ballot. They can 
become a part of the electoral pro-
cess by casting special vote with the 
help of the election officer. NRIs also 
become part of the election process 
but for this they will have to register 
themselves with the Election Com-
mission. Under Section 62 (5) of the 
Representation of the People Act 
1951, any person who is in judicial 
custody or is serving a sentence for 
any crime cannot vote. Apart from 
the general public, only those who 
are in police custody can vote.

EDITORIAL

Inclusive growth in India key to Viksit Bharat

Everyone is a consumer, but consumes differently

RIGHT TO 
VOTE
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: 
Jammu & Kashmir Acad-
emy of Art, Culture and 
Languages (JKAACL) 
released eminent dogri 
poet and music com-
poser Brij Mohan’s col-
lection of dogri poetry 
entitled ‘Manai  De  Aale’ 
in a function organized 
at K.L Saigal Hall, Cul-
tural Academy Complex, 
Canal Road, Jammu 
under the guidance of  
Bharat Singh Manhas, 
Secretary , JKAACL. 

On this occasion Prof. 
Lalit Magotra, President 
Dogri Sanstha Jammu 
and Padmashri Mohan 
Singh, Convener Dogri 
Advisory Board, Sahitya 
Akademi New Delhi were 
Guests of honour where-
as Dr. Anil Kumar Maha-

jan, a well known dogri 
poet was special guest.

While speaking on 
the occasion Prof. Lalit 
Magotra said that Brij 
Mohan is an eminent 
name in dogri literature 
and music. He is so hard 
worker that he always 
aspires for perfection in 
his works which is a good 
sign for quality work.

 He further added that 
he has served mother 
tongue dogri with all 
dedication and devo-

tion and new writers 
should seek lessons 
from the commitment 
of Brij Mohan. Mohan 
Singh, while extending 
his wishes to the poet 
said that this collection 
has further enriched the 
treasure of Dogri Litera-
ture. He also recalled his 
contributions as a music 
composer and said that 
his immense knowledge 
of cultural traditions of 
Duggar Pradesh reflect 
in his poetry also. Dr. 

Anil Kumar Mahajan in 
his address said that Brij 
Mohan is always involved 
in his creative works. 

He is in fact a devotee 
of dogri literature and 
music.  

Earlier, Dr. Shahnawaz 
Ed i to r- cum - Cul tu ra l 
office JKAACL welcomed 
the esteemed gathering 
and Rajeshwar Singh 
‘Raju’ Sahitya Akademi 
and State awardee pre-
sented a detailed paper 
on the book. Thereafter 

Ram Lal and Rakesh 
Chowhan presented a 
dogri song “ Dogreo Dug-
gare da maan badhayo, 
Maa boli Dogri da rin 
chakayo”.

 On this occasion Brij 
Mohan also shared his 
views about his journey 
as a poet and music com-
poser and recited a few 
lyrics from the book. The 
program was conducted 
by Madhvi Sharma , 
senior most announcer 
at Aakashwani Jammu 
and vote of thanks was 
presented by Dr. Shahn-
awaz. 

A large number of litter-
ateurs from Dogri, Hindi, 
Punjabi and other lan-
guages, singers, musi-
cians, artists, music & lit-
erature lovers and family 
members of Brij Mohan 
graced the occasion.

Brij Mohan’s collection of Dogri poetry ‘Manai 
De Aale’ released by JKAACL

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Mar 18: 
The Kashmir Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI), expressed con-
cern over the power out-
ages in many parts of the 
valley particularly during 
the Holy Month of Rama-
dhaan. 

The power shutdown 
causes tremendous diffi-
culties to the consumers 
in day-to-day life, offering 
prayers and performing 
religious rituals. 

It is a known fact that 
this auspicious month 
is full of eventful days of 
Islamic history. 

The Governments of 
the day would ensure 
the regular and uninter-
rupted power supply 
during Ramadhaan but 
since KPDCL has been 
entrusted with the power 
distribution scant respect 
is being shown to this 
auspicious month. The 
KCCI is astonished at 

this insensitive behav-
iour of the Department. 
It expects the Depart-
ment to show empa-
thy towards suffering 
people, more so, when 
large parts of the Valley 
have been connected 
with Cables and smart 
metres installed. 

The lesser said about 
the losses suffered by 
trading communities due 
to the power shutdown 
the better.

The KCCI calls upon 
the authorities to take 
immediate measures to 
address the power crisis, 
ensuring the well-being 
of the people and the 
sustained functioning of 
businesses in the Kash-
mir Valley.

KCCI also appealed to 
the Lt. Governor, Manoj 
Sinha, to take a review 
of the power outages and 
direct the KPDCL offi-
cials to take immediate 
measures to stop power 
shutdown.

KCCI expresses 
concerns over power 
outage in the valley 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Sunil 
Dimple, President Mis-
sion Statehood, taking to 
media persons at press 
club thanks SC, CJI for 
exposing the electoral 
bonds case.

He demanded an inves-
tigation by the Enforce-
ment Directorate, Income 
Tax Departments. 

Whether the donation 
given to the parties was 
income tax paid and 
for what purposes the 
money was given to the 
parties? .

Replying to the media 
persons that BJP got Rs 
6986 crores under, NC 
got 50 laks only, Dimple 
answered, this very sur-
prising, the  BJP got RS 
6986 crores under, this 
was  BJP ki guarantee 
to capitalists and not to 
poors. 

Dimple demanded to 
bring electoral bonds 
under the  RTI  Act and 
the voters should have 
the right to know from 
where the political parties 
are being funded.

Dimple said disclosure 
of seven thousand crores 

bonds 6986/- rs bonds 
disclosure is a setback 
for the BJP who collect-
ed huge donations from 
ambani, adani & also for 
all the political parties 
who get huge donations 
in the shape of black 
money.

He said in just ten years 
BJP collected donation of 
seven thousand crores, 
who used to say “na 
khauu gaa, na khaney 
dengy, chowkidar” to 
bring back black money 
back.

He said BJP should 
deposit the seven thou-
sand crore rupees elec-
toral bonds money, in the 

accounts of the 140 crore 
population of india.

Dimple said our fight 
for the restoration of J&K 
State with special status, 
Article 370, implemen-
tation of instrument of 
accession conditions and 
unification of POK, Gilgit, 
Baltistan in J&K will con-
tinue.

Dimple said the SC 
Supreme Court has 
ordered in its verdict, 
for the restoration and 
holding of the assembly 
election. But the BJP is 
afraid of holding assem-
bly elections and delay-
ing the restoration of J&K 
Dogra state.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: In 
order to promote and 
grant recognition to 
Hammer Ball, one of 
the traditional games at 
the brink of becoming 
extinct, the Hammer Ball 
Association of Jammu 
and Kashmir was estab-
lished.  Manish Kumar 
Srivastava, National 
General Secretary of 
Hammer Ball nominated  
Arvind Singh Kotwal as 
the State General Sec-
retary of Hammer Ball 
Association of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Hammer ball is a team 
game played on a grass 
field. In this there are 15 
players in a team. This 
game has been played 
since ancient times in 
almost all the regions of 
the Indian subcontinent 
under different names 
like Gucchi Danda, Gola, 
Laal Eint, Lupo, Ball 
Tonk, etc. But it could 
not get a place among 
the recognized sports. 
Keeping this in mind, a 
two-day meeting of the 
National Executive of 

Hammer Ball Association 
of India was organized 
in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. 
About 45 representatives 
from 22 States and Union 
Territories of the country 
participated in this meet-
ing in which Jammu and 
Kashmir President Vivek 
Kotwal was also present. 
The rules and equip-
ments, etc of the game 
have already been regis-
tered by the Government 
of India, President of the 
Association informed. 
The meeting was presid-
ed over by Senior Vice 
President Saibal Rintu 
Mitra. 

In the meeting, it was 
also decided to organize 

the National Hammer Ball 
Competition in Orissa 
this year, which will be 
played from June 2nd to 
June 5th 2024, Arvind 
Kotwal, General Secre-
tary, JKHBA, informed.

Finally, various posts of 
the executive were also 
announced in the Nation-
al Executive meeting, in 
which J&K State Presi-
dent Vivek Kotwal was 
given additional charge 
of President of the Edu-
cation Cell and State 
Secretary General and 
Arvind Singh was addi-
tionally made a member 
of the Information Tech-
nology Cell of Hammer 
Ball Association of India.

Top News Report
VIJAYPUR, Mar 18: 

Career counseling cell 
of Govt. Degree College 
Vijaypur in collabora-
tion with Department 
of Environmental Sci-
ences organized finan-
cial awareness camp 
with PNB Vijaypur with 
the objective of creating 
awareness about the dif-
ferent financial aspects 
among the students of 
the college. The college 
provided its full support 
to the endeavour. 

The team from Punjab 
National Bank, including 
Yadwinder Kumar (Senior 
Branch Manager, Vijay-
pur) and Deepak Singh 
(CAC, Jammu) along with 
other members shared 
valuable information 
among students regard-
ing the banking services 
like accepting deposits, 
facilitating transactions 
and offering various 
financial products like 
savings accounts, loans, 
credit cards, investment 
services, electronic 
banking, online banking, 
mobile banking, etc. 

The event witnessed 
active participation from 
a large number of stu-
dents.  The bank repre-
sentatives also shared 
information about the 
various advantageous 
schemes available to 
account holders.

The initiative was 
spearheaded by the col-
lege’s Principal, Prof. 
(Dr.) Vandana Gupta, 
aiming to instil financial 
knowledge among stu-
dents. She further con-
gratulated the organis-
ing team for organising 
such programmes for the 
students and that is the 
need of the hour.

The programme was 
coordinated by Prof. 
Mamta Gupta (Convener 
Career Counselling Cell 
and HOD Commerce), 
Dr. Anoop Bhagat (HOD 
Sociology), Prof. Poonam 
Kundan (HOD Environ-
mental Sciences) and 
Dr. Naseem Chowdhary 
(HOD English) and Co-
cordinated by Dr. Tisha, 
Dr. Gunjeet Mahiwal, 
Dr. Priyanka Ganjoo, Dr. 
Radhika Rasyal.

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, Mar 18:  A 
five days “Crash Course 
on new Criminal Laws-
2023” and one week 
“Role Based Training 
under CCTNS” com-
menced  at PTTI Vijaypur 
in which Police personnel 
of various units of Police 
Department are partici-
pating. Both the courses 
were formally inaugu-
rated by Principal, PTTI 
Vijaypur who in his inau-
gural address, briefed 
the participating offi-
cers/officials about the 
basic concepts of these 
courses and emphasized 
upon them to take keen 

interest in their train-
ing and maintain proper 
discipline in the Institute.    
Principal said that 05 
days Crash Course on 
new Criminal Laws-2023 
has been introduced with 
an objective to familiar-
ize the Police personnel 
especially Investigating 
Officers with the key pro-
visions of new Criminal 
Laws which are being 
implemented in the 
Country from July 2024 
so that these Laws are 
implemented on ground 
in letter and spirit. On the 
other hand, while inau-
gurating one week “Role 
Based Training under 
CCTNS” Principal told 

that CCTNS aims at cre-
ating a comprehensive 
and integrated Informa-
tion and Communication 
Technology platform for 
enhancing the opera-
tional efficiency and 
effectiveness of policing 
especially at Police sta-
tions and at all levels.   

Among others Zia-Ul-
Haq Dy.SP (Outdoor), 
Khushwant S ingh, 
Dy.SP (Admn.), Surrind-
er Paul, Dy.SP (Indoor/
Tech.),Asif Iqbal, Sr.PO, 
Inspector Ram Lal (CLI), 
Inspector Javed Ahmed 
(RI), Inspector Shehbaz 
Ahmed, and others were 
present on these occa-
sions.  

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Mar 18:  Jammu 

and Kashmir National Confrance 
Senior Leader, Spokesperson 
Ajeet Bhagat in the first reaction on, 
no assembly election announce-
ment by the chief election commis-
sion in Jammu and Kashmir has 
badly disappointed the people, 
youths  of Jammu and Kashmir.

The National Confrance Senior 
Leader said the people of Jammu 
Kashmir are deprived of the funda-
mental rights of the elected Gov-
ernment. 

He said the whole country is 
enjoying the festival of democracy 
by electing their state assem-
bly election announced by the 
chief election commissioner, but  
Jammu and Kashmir has badly 
neglected to elect the Jammu and 
Kashmir Government. 

The National Confrance Senior 
leader Ajeet Bhagat said at the 
Chief  Election Commissioner 
press conference, no announce-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir 
assembly elections announced 
for Jammu and Kashmir. This 

shows that the ECI is doing all in 
the direction of the BJP.

He alleged this is the “total failure 
of BJP and Jammu and Kashmir 
Lt. Governor Government to hold 
assembly elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir after the abrogation of the 
Article 370.

He said BJP is claiming all is well 
in Jammu and Kashmir security 
has improved after abrogation of 
the Article 370.

He alleged the BJP has made 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
slaves of the BJP dictates.  

Ajeet Bhagat alleged the BJP 
is selling and plaing politics on 
Jammu and Kashmir through out 
India in the Parliament Elections.

He said ECI disappointed the 
Jammu and Kashmir people BJP 
will never hold assembly elections 
in Jammu and Kashmir till 2026. 
Keeping it’s defeat in the parlia-
ment and Assembly Elections.

Ajeet Bhagat appealed to all 
political parties to unite on one 
platform otherwise the Jammu 
and Kashmir will lose its identity, 
culture and demography.

Top News Report

AKHNOOR, Mar 18: 
A meeting was orga-
nized by Romesh Lal 
Bhagat, Vice President, 
District Jammu Rural, 
at village Godowala, 
Migrant Camp, near Sole, 
Akhnoor. 

The Chief Guest of the 
meeting was Adv. Arvind 
Bandral, President Legal 
Cell, Jammu Province.  

Large number of the 
people joined AAP in 
the meeting in presence 
of Sr. AAP leaders Adv. 
Arvind Bandral, Adv. Dal-
vinder Kumar Bhagat, 
Suresh Bhagat & Ashni 
Matoo. 

We l c o m ing  new 
entrants into Party fold, 
the Sr. leaders said that 
the AAP has taken its 
birth to the service of 
common man, the work-
ers, laborers, youths and 
exploited class of the 
society. 

They congratulated 
Delhi & Punjab people 
for their wisdom and 
foresightedness who 
voted Kejriwal to people, 
who has, because his 
visionary pro- people 
politics and programs, 
revolutionized ai galva-
nized the Delhi UT and 
given a new concept of 
governance in politics i.e 

“governance to serve and 
not to rule”, they said & 
added that Delhi type of 
governance is a death 
blow to communalism 
& hate policy of certain 
political parties because 
Delhi pattern of dispen-
sation doles out quality 
education, quality health 
services, free electricity 
and free drinking potable 
water in each Mohalla 
without any discrimina-
tion with regard to caste, 
creed & colour, Free 
transport system in Metro 
& buses for women folk 
as also travel to CHAR-
DHAM to senior citizens 
free of cost is another 
miles stone remarkable 
facility to the Delhiites to 
their entire solace and 
contentment.

The AAP leaders fur-
ther said & expressed 
wonder as to how Delhi 
Government led by Kejri-
wal, having no source to 
generate a single unit 
of electricity, is provid-
ing free uninterrupted 
power to the public up to 
200 units. But the pres-
ent dispensation here in 
J&K, instead of meeting 
the requirement of local 
population is providing 
around 80% of power to 
the Northern grid for dis-
tribution among northern 
states out of around 2250 

Mega watts of electricity 
through Salal, Baglihar 
& Dul-Hasti Mega power 
projects of Jammu region 
showing utter bankruptcy 
of sensitiveness, sincer-
ity and judicial wisdom. 

The AAP leaders cau-
tioned the public of J&K 
to read between the lines 
and be prepared to throw 
away the anti farmer, 
anti-poor, anti youth and 
anti-labour government 
at the helm of affairs, 
they forewarned and 
further said that usual 
drama & Jumla Baazi of 
distributing appointment 
letters by PM, so far, at a 
time of elections, will cer-
tainly catch no straw the 
AAP leaders claimed & 
said that farmers, women 
folk & un-employed Edu-
cated youths cannot be 
befooled any more now. 

The AAP Leaders 
appeal the Youths to read 
between the lines & judge 
for themselves as to who 
is anti-youths, anti- farm-
ers, anti-labourers, anti-
workers, anti small trad-
ers, anti employees etc. 
In fact, the ruling Party 
is working on the policy 
to keep 95% people poor 
and 5% wealthy to fund & 
rule which is very danger-
ous for unity & integrity 
of Country, the release 
cautioned.

Dimple demands SC to disclose names 
of donors of electoral bonds

Hammer Ball Association of Jammu and 
Kashmir established

GDC Vijaypur organizes 
Financial Awareness 
Camp with PNB 

Principal PTTI Vijaypur inaugurates 
two training courses 

Ajeet asks ECI to hold Assembly election soon

AAP holds meeting

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Luxmi 
Cricket Club organized 
cricket tournament of U 
14 players at MAM sta-
dium today. The tourna-
ment was sponsored by 
KPT Piping Solutions 
Pvt. Ltd Dehradun and 
supported by Khana 
Khazana Restaurant and 

J&K Sports Council. The 
tournament was inau-
gurated by Chief Guest 
Divisional Sports Officer 
J and K Sports Council 
Baljinder Pal Singh. The 
players were introduced 
to the chief guest and he 
appreciated the event 
being conducted by the 
club and told them to 
work hard and achieve 

their goal in future. 
He also told that such 

event will definitely 
enhance the cricketing 
skills of the young bud-
ding cricketers.

The match was played 
between Green field star 
Blue and Green field Star 
Green in which all the 
young budding players 
showed their talent. 

KPT Pipes (U-14) cricket 
tournament organised
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‘We bonded over physics’: Co-star Ranvir Shorey 
remembers Sushant Singh Rajput’s love for astronomy
Sushant Singh Rajput, the late 

actor, was known for his pro-
found interest in science, par-
ticularly in Physics and astron-
omy. His passion for space led 
him to acquire one of the most 
advanced telescopes in the 
country.

Notably, he would bring this 
telescope to the sets of ‘Son-
chiriya’ and make his co-actors 
witness the beauty of the stars 
through its lenses. The memo-
ries spent with Sushant on the 
sets of ‘Sonchiriya’ are still 
being cherished by the whole 
team.

In a recent interview with 
agency, Ranvir Shorey, who 
played a pivotal role in ‘Son-
chiriya’, walked down memory 
lane and remembered how he 
bonded with Sushant over phys-
ics.

I wouldn’t say we were close, 
but we were friends. We worked 
together. He had been home a 
few times. And we actually got 
along quite well during the two-
month-long shoot of. And we 
bonded over physics because 
both of us love physics. We had 
a lot of conversations on that,” 

Ranvir shared.
“I remember when we were 

shooting, there was an eclipse. 
It was a lunar eclipse and Saturn 
was lining up behind it. He flew 
down his big telescope from 
Bombay just for that. And when 
we were shooting in Dholpur, 
there was a big telescope in the 

garden. He called everyone, 
drinks, you know, cocktails and 
snacks and all. And that’s the 
only time I’ve actually looked 
through a telescope and seen 
it straight... There were three. 
Moon, Jupiter, Saturn lining up. 
With my own eye. And I’m tell-
ing you, the feeling of seeing it 
through your eye via a telescope 
is very different from looking at 
it on a screen. There’s some-
thing... I don’t know what it is. 
It’s a different quality of experi-
ence...fond memories,” Ranvir 
recalled.

Sushant passed away in June 
2020 in Mumbai. He was found 
dead inside his flat. His death 
was first probed by Mumbai 
Police, which later transferred 
the case to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation, which is yet to 
file a closure report.

Bollywood actress 
Shilpa Shetty Kundra is 
giving a fitness mantra. 

On Monday, the 
actress took to her Ins-
tagram and shared a 

video of herself doing 
one-leg squat on a 
bench.

In the video, Shilpa 
can be seen wearing 
gym wear and pulling off 
the balancing act while 
fully focused.

The actress wrote in 
the caption, ‘Give me 
any ‘RAMP and I will 
make it my OWN. Sab 
Balance ka khel hai! A 
great Leg workout in 
style.’

Shilpa further men-
tioned, ‘Took me a 
couple of tries to get 
the whole drill, but it’s 
challenging and really 
works the quads and 
glutes. Try it out and tag 
me. Let’s see how many 
can complete it.’

Shilpa Shetty Kundra pulls off 
one-leg squat on bench in a 
balancing act

Sara Ali Khan has 
talked about her love 
for Indian wear and said 
that as a public figure, 
it’s an added responsi-
bility to promote the cul-
ture at a fashion level. 
Sara walked the runway 
in a scintillating ensem-
ble for designer Varun 
Chakkilam on Day 4 at 
LFW x FDCI.

In an exclusive con-
versation, Sara spoke 
about her fancy for 
Indian wear. The actress 
said, “Indian clothes are 
so incredibly comfort-
able to wear on a daily 
basis. Their western 
version is co-ord sets 
and the world seems to 
have really embraced 
that style too.”

As a renowned per-
sonality, fashion goes 
hand in glove with the 
profession. But in real 
life, Sara is not much 
of a diva and believes 
in keeping it simple. “I 
believe that comfort is 
fashion. What makes 
me feel good is what I 
will wear.”

As public figures, it’s our duty 
to promote our culture, says 
Sara Ali Khan Singer and songwriter 

Nick Jonas, who earlier 
performed in Mumbai 
as the headliner for the 
second edition of Lol-
lapalooza India along 
with his brothers, Joe 
and Kevin, is back in 
the city to spend some 
quality time with his wife 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
and their daughter.

He was papped exit-
ing the Mumbai airport 
dressed in a white shirt, 

matching pants and 
shoes.

Nick also carried a 
black sling bag. He 
smiled and waved at 
the paparazzi and fans 
gathered outside the 
airport.

The singer has come 
to India just a week 
before Holi. It remains to 
be seen if Nick and Pri-
yanka would stay back 
in the country to cel-
ebrate the festival with 

their friends and family.
Priyanka landed in 

India with their daugh-
ter, days before Nick’s 
arrival.

Meanwhile, on the 
work front, Priyanka will 
be seen in ‘Heads of 
State’ alongside John 
Cena and Idris Elba. 
She is also set to star 
in ‘The Bluff’, which will 
be directed by Frank E 
Flowers. The film will 
also star Karl Urban.

Nick Jonas in Mumbai to spend quality time with 
wife Priyanka and daughter

Bollywood producer 
and director Karan 
Johar has wished his 
mother on her birthday.

KJo took to his Insta-
gram on Monday, and 
shared two pictures of 
his mother, Hiroo Johar, 
with him and his kids, 
Yash and Roohi.

The producer-director 
also penned a long note 
alongside the pictures.

KJo shared that moth-
ers are a force.

KJo wrote in the cap-
tion, ‘Mothers are a 
force of nature. They 
take unconditional love 
to a level that is almost 
unreal. I am blessed 
to have a mother who 
grounded me and made 
me believe that profes-
sional achievements 
don’t define us, our 
behaviour does.’

He further mentioned, 
‘She made me believe 

that goodness is more 
important than ambition 
and that if I am in the 
right or am correct in a 
circumstance or situa-
tion then there doesn’t 
need to be a battle. 
Patience will give me 
eventual validation. 
Love you Mom and 
happy birthday, thank 
you for bringing me 
into this world and also 
becoming my world.’

Karan Johar wishes mom Hiroo Johar on birthday, says 
‘mothers are force of nature’

Act ress Ananya 
Panday is keen to por-
tray the role of Maharani 
of Jaipur Gayatri Devi 
onscreen.

Asked if she had to 
portray a fashion icon 
onscreen, who would 
that be, Ananya said, “I 
think Gayatri Devi.”

Tagged as one of the 
world’s most stylish 
royal women, Gayatri 
Devi was one of India’s 
most elegant and 
modern Maharanis. She 
passed away at the age 
of 90 in 2009, reportedly 
due to lung failure.

In just five years in 
Hindi cinema, Ananya 
has made it into the big 
league.

What does stardom 
mean to her?

“That is not true. I am 
still very hungry and I 
have miles to go,” she 
said.

Ananya was walking 
the ramp as a show 
stopper for LFW x FDCI.

The actress is the 
ambassador for House 
of Lakme, a beauty 
brand.

Sharing details about 
her fashion sensibilities, 
Ananya said, “Anything 
I feel comfortable in, so 
I wear the same clothes 
every single day. I am 
just in my pyjamas all 
the time.”

When it comes to 
beauty, she likes stay-
ing au natural but does 
enjoy experimenting 
when it comes to her 

job.
“All natural but I guess 

I am lucky because I get 
to experiment so much,” 
she said.

Ananya Panday would love to 
play Maharani Gayatri Devi of 
Jaipur onscreen

Star Bharat’s Shai-
tani Rasmein has kept 
the viewers hooked to 
their television screens 
with its screenplay and 
amazing twists. Now, 
talented actress Sreeji-
ta De is set to join its 

ensemble cast. Known 
for her versatile perfor-
mances, Dey brings her 
captivating presence 
to the screen in her 
portrayal of the intrigu-
ing character, Chaya 
Dayan.

“I’ve previously por-
trayed a chudail, but this 
marks my first time as a 
dayan! I have a strong 
affinity for supernatu-
ral dramas due to the 
ability to fly and wield 
extraordinary powers. 
My character is a formi-
dable woman, excep-
tionally strong, and 
aged 200 years. Her 
power resides within 
her braid, a common 
motif in such tales. Her 
appearance exudes 
allure and seduction, 
amplifying her influ-
ence with her captivat-
ing beauty. This adds to 
her formidable prowess, 
making her exception-
ally powerful,” she says

On the preparations 
for portraying the char-
acter, she remarks, “To 
effectively portray a 
‘dayan’ or ‘chudail’ in 
a supernatural show, 
thorough preparation 
is essential to instill 
believability and foster 
audience connection. 
This entails immers-
ing myself fully in the 
character’s persona, 
facilitating a seamless 
connection with the 
audience. Given my 
appreciation for the 
empowering essence 
of supernatural roles, 
I was motivated to 
dedicate myself fully 
and deliver my utmost. 
Hence, extensive prep-
aration was indeed inte-
gral to the process.”

Sreejita joins Shaitani Rasmein

Singer-songwriter Jon Bon Jovi has shared that 
his upcoming documentary will be a totally unfiltered 
production.

The new docu-series is titled Thank You, Good 
Night: The Bon Jovi Story.

The singer said, “I didn’t want a puff piece if we were 
going to do a film of this magnitude.”

Thank You, Good Night — which is a four-part series 
— also explores Richie Sambora’s exit from the band. 
Bon Jovi said, “There’s no shields up on this project. 
Everybody showed warts and all.”

As per reports, in 2022, Bon Jovi underwent vocal 
cord surgery, in a bid to help his voice to regain proper 
function. And the chart-topping icon was helped 
through the process by Bruce Springsteen, his long-
time showbiz friend.

Bon Jovi shared, “(Bruce) is like a big brother 
throughout my vocal surgery journey. One of the real 
comforting voices of, ‘We got your back, you’re gonna 
get through this’, so it was therapeutic.” In January, 
Hulu announced that it had acquired Thank You, Good-
night: The Bon Jovi Story.

The TV network also released a description of the 
series, which is scheduled to premiere on April 26. 
The description reads, “As thrilling as the story of a 
once-in-a-lifetime talent is, it is even more rare that a 
legend like Jon Bon Jovi lets the world into his most 
vulnerable moments while he’s still living them.”

Bon Jovi teases new 
unfiltered documentary
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JAGTIAL, Mar 18 (Agencies): 
Alleging that the INDIA bloc’s 
manifesto talks about finishing 
‘Shakti’, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday said 
the fight is between those who 
want to destroy ‘Shakti’ and 
those who worship them.

Addressing a rally here, Modi 
said, for him, every mother 
and every daughter is a form 
of ‘Shakti’ and that he worships 
them.

He said the nation dedicated 
‘Chandrayaan’s’ success to 
‘Shiv Shakti’ and the opposition 
parties are talking of destroying 
‘Shakti’.

“On Sunday in Mumbai, there 
was an INDI alliance rally after 
the announcement of the 
schedule for elections. They 
announced their manifesto in 
the rally. In Mumbai’s Shivaji 
Park, they said their fight 

was against ‘Shakti’. For me, 
every mother, every daughter 
is a form of ‘Shakti’. Mothers 
and sisters, I worship you as 
‘Shakti’. I am Bharat Maa’s 
‘pujari’,” he said.

“INDI alliance in its manifesto 
announced to finish/destroy 
Shakti. I accept their chal-

lenge. I will sacrifice my life 
for the security of mothers and 
sisters,” he further said.

Stating that people’s support 
to BJP is growing continuously 
in Telangana, Modi said as the 
voting day nears there is a BJP 
wave in Telangana, while Con-
gress and BRS will get cleaned 

up.
The whole country is saying -- 

more than 400 (seats for NDA) 
on June 4 (counting day), he 
further said.

Alleging that Congress has 
made Telangana its ‘ATM state’, 
he said the “looted money is 
going to Delhi”.

Addressing a rally of the 
INDIA alliance at Mumbai’s 
Shivaji Park after the conclu-
sion of his Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi won’t 
be able to win the Lok Sabha 
elections without “EVMs, ED, 
CBI and Income Tax”.

“Our fight against Modi is not 
on a personal level. Modi is a 
‘mask’ who works for a ‘Shakti’ 
(power). He is a shallow man 
who doesn’t have a 56-inch 
chest,” Gandhi said.

INDIA bloc’s manifesto talks about finishing 
‘Shakti’, says PM Modi in Telangana

HYDERABAD, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Telangana 
Governor and Puduch-
erry Lieutenant Gover-
nor Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan on Monday 

resigned from her post.
She is likely to contest 

forthcoming Lok Sabha 
elections from Tamil 
Nadu on the BJP ticket.

“The Hon’ble Gover-

nor of Telangana and 
Lieutenant Governor of 
Puducherry Tamilisai 
Soundararajan has ten-
dered her resignation 
with immediate effect. 

The resignation has 
been submitted to the 
Hon’ble President of 
India,” reads a commu-
nique from Raj Bhavan.

Tamilisai, the former 
president of BJP’s Tamil 
Nadu unit, had taken 
over as the first woman 
Governor of Telangana 
in 2019.

Telangana Governor resigns, 
likely to contest Lok Sabha 
polls as BJP candidateModi says the nation dedicated ‘Chandrayaan’s’ success to ‘Shiv Shakti’ and opposition 

parties are talking of destroying ‘Shakti’

KHAGARIA, Mar 
18 (Agencies): Eight 
people, including three 
children, were killed 
as their jeep collided 
head-on with a tractor 
in Bihar’s Khagaria dis-
trict on Monday morn-
ing, police said.

Three people were 
also injured in the acci-
dent that took place 
around 5.15 am near a 
petrol pump on National 
Highway-31 in the Pas-
raha area, they said in a 
statement.

Earlier, a senior police 
officer had said that 
nine people were killed 
and six persons were 
injured.

“While seven people 
died on the spot, one 
more succumbed to his 
injuries while undergo-
ing treatment at a hos-
pital. The three injured 

persons have been 
admitted to the Bhagal-
pur district hospital for 
better treatment,” the 
statement said.

Those who were trav-
elling in the jeep were 
returning from a wed-
ding when the accident 
happened, police said. 
The tractor was over-
loaded, they added.

The deceased were 
identified as Gautam 

Kumar (10), Prakash 
Singh (60), Monu Kumar 
(11), Aman Kumar (19), 
Bunty Kumar (22), 
Anshu Kumar (22), Villo 
Kumar (5) and Paltu 
Thakur (65).

Those injured were 
Sachit Thakur, Dhar-
mendra Kumar and 
Kundan Kumar, the 
statement said. An 
investigation is under-
way, it said.

8 people including 3 children 
killed as jeep collides with tractor 
in Bihar’s Khagaria

MUZAFFARNAGAR, Mar 18 (Agencies): 
A school teacher was shot dead by a “drunk” 
Uttar Pradesh Police head constable after 
an argument broke out between them over 
tobacco in Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar, 
the police said on Monday.

The victim has been identified as Dhar-
mendra Kumar and was part of a team of 
the education department from Varanasi 
that had brought Uttar Pradesh Board high 
school examination answer sheets to a col-
lege in Muzaffarnagar, Superintendent of 
Police (City) Satyanarain Parjapat said.

The head constable, Chander Prakash, 
was part of the police team that accompa-
nied Kumar and a few other officials from 
Varanasi.

Mr Parjapat said that Kumar had a confron-
tation with Prakash while they were in the 

vehicle on Sunday night.
“The constable was under the influence 

of alcohol and was constantly demanding 
tobacco from the teacher. However, when the 
teacher did not give tobacco, an argument 
broke out between them and the policeman 
opened fire at him using his service weapon,” 
Mr Parjapat said.

The school officials and the police team had 
left Varanasi on March 14 and had submit-
ted the answer sheets at colleges in other 
districts.

After submitting the copies in Prayagraj, 
Shahjahanpur, Pilibhit, Moradabad and 
Bijnor, they reached the SD Inter College 
in the Civil Line area of Muzaffarnagar on 
Sunday night. They were then waiting in the 
vehicle for the college gate to open when the 
incident took place.

The injured teacher was rushed to a hospi-
tal where he was declared dead, Mr Parjapat 
said.

Police have sent the body for post-mor-
tem and have registered a case against the 
head constable. They are also questioning 
all others present in the vehicle.

UP School Teacher Shot Dead By “Drunk” Cop 
After Argument Over Tobacco

KOLKATA, Mar 18 (Agen-
cies): At least five people, 
including two women, were 
killed and several others injured 
after an under-construction five-
storey building collapsed in the 
Garden Reach area of Kolkata, 
police said on Monday.

The toll could go up since at 
least four people were spotted 
trapped under the debris and 
only one of them showed signs 
of life, a fire services official, 
engaged in rescue operations, 
said.

Kolkata Mayor Firhad Hakim 
said the rescue operations were 
carried out on war footing at 
the site where the building was 
being constructed illegally.

While Md Wasim, the promot-
er of the building, was arrested, 
the mayor said stringent action 
would be taken as per law.

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee visited the 
building collapse site at Azan 
Molla Lane in the city’s western 
periphery and assured locals 
of stern action against illegal 
construction.

In a horrific accident, the 
under-construction five-storey 
building collapsed around mid-
night, Hakim said.

“We are using gas cutters 
and other equipment to clear 
the debris and reach those 
who are stuck underneath. It’s 
taking a long time since we are 
proceeding cautiously towards 
the victims,” the fire services 
official told agency, adding that 
the personnel from NDRF, the 
state and Kolkata Police disas-
ter management teams were 
also working in tandem.

Owing to the massive pile-up 
of debris, rescue workers are 
finding it tough to reach those 
who have been trapped, he 
said.

“We have compiled a list of 
victims of the building collapse. 
Five people died and two of 
them were women. Of the 15 
injured people, 11 are under-

going treatment at hospitals 
and four were discharged after 
preliminary treatment,” a senior 
officer said.

“Sad to learn about the house 
collapse disaster of an under-
construction building in the 
Garden Reach area of the 
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion. Our Mayor, Fire Minister, 
Secretaries and Commissioner 
of Police, civic, police, fire and 
disaster management officers 
and teams (including NDRF, 
KMC and KP teams) have been 
on site throughout the night for 
mitigating the disaster,” the 
chief minister wrote on X.

She said the government will 
provide compensation to the 
next of kin of each deceased 
and the injured persons.

“We stand by the distressed 
families and rescue operations 
shall continue,” Banerjee said 
on the microblogging site.

Hakim, also West Bengal’s 
urban development minister, 
said, “I spoke to the chief min-
ister and we will provide Rs 5 
lakh to the next of kin of each 
deceased and Rs 1 lakh to each 
injured person.”

TMC national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee said 
the building collapse incident is 
“extremely sad” and asserted 
that it should not be politicised.

“The opposition leaders, who 
are raising various questions in 
this regard, for them, I would 
say that politics can wait. We 

can do politics later, but at the 
moment we should focus on 
rescuing the people who are 
stuck. We hope that such inci-
dents are not repeated. All insti-
tutions should work in tandem,” 
he said.

The chief minister hoped that 
those trapped under the debris 
would be rescued soon.

“This is an illegal construction. 
I express my condolences to the 
family. I will urge the administra-
tion to take strict action against 
those involved in the illegal con-
struction,” she said after visiting 
the injured in a hospital.

This is Banerjee’s first public 
appearance after she fell at her 
home and suffered injuries on 
Thursday evening. She also 
underwent stitches.

Banerjee with her bandaged 
forehead visited the building 
collapse site this morning. She 
said the authorities should have 
been more vigilant when the 
illegal construction was going 
on.

Admitting that illegal construc-
tions in the area were rampant, 
Hakim said, “It has been a trend 
here and also in some other 
areas since the Left Front era.”

He also admitted that there 
could have been a “lapse on the 
part of the officials” for failing to 
monitor whether constructions 
in the locality were being made 
in accordance with law.

Hakim said, “It is not the 
job of the local councillor but 

of the civic body officials to 
inspect whether constructions 
are taking place according to 
sanctioned plans from Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation or not.”

The chief minister, meanwhile, 
expressed her distress over the 
incident and urged the adminis-
tration to take necessary action 
against those involved in the 
illegal construction. “The gov-
ernment stands by the affected 
families,” she said.

State Fire and Emergency 
Services Minister Sujit Bose 
said the rescue operations are 
underway on a war footing and 
those trapped under the debris 
would be brought out soon.

Kolkata Police Commissioner 
Vineet Goyal visited the spot 
and took stock of the rescue 
operations.

According to locals, who were 
the first responders, concrete 
chunks fell from the building 
before it collapsed. There was a 
loud sound and a thick cloud of 
dust engulfed the area as soon 
as the building collapsed. The 
debris fell on nearby shanties 
in the densely populated area, 
they said.

“Although no one lived in the 
under-construction building, it 
collapsed on the adjacent shan-
ties. We fear that many individu-
als might still be trapped under 
the rubble,” said a resident.

In a post on X last night, 
Leader of Opposition in the 
West Bengal Assembly Suven-
du Adhikari said, “I urge @
chief_west, Secretary @Home-
Bengal, @CPKolkata to imme-
diately involve West Bengal 
State Disaster Management 
Team for immediate Rescue & 
Relief.”

“I am receiving frantic calls 
regarding probable casualties. 
Please dispatch any team which 
can help in rescuing the victims, 
be it fire Servicemen, police 
or any other team,” he said. 
Adhikari also shared pictures 
from the building collapse site.

Five killed, several others injured as 5-storey 
under-construction building collapses in Kolkata

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 (Agencies): 
The Indian Army has raised an elite 
unit that will undertake research and 
evaluation of futuristic communication 
technologies like 6G, artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning and quantum 
computing for military use given the 
changing nature of the field.

The Signals Technology Evalua-
tion and Adaptation Group or STEAG 
is mandated to nurture technologies 
spanning the complete spectrum of 
wired and wireless systems, officials 
said.

The setting up of STEAG is part of 
the Army’s efforts to develop technolo-
gies considering the future battlefield, 
they said.

“It will be a premier organisation, 
the first of its kind equipped with the 
capability to harness niche technol-
ogy, leverage cutting-edge solutions 
and identify suitable cases for defence 
applications by fostering collaboration 
with academia and industry,” one of the 
officials said.

The elite unit will focus on all upcom-
ing critical technology domains includ-
ing electronic exchanges, mobile com-
munications, software-defined radios, 
electronic warfare systems, 5G and 6G 
networks, quantum technologies, AI, 
machine learning, etc., he said.

The hi-tech unit will carry out techni-
cal scouting, evaluation, development, 
and management of core ICT solutions, 
and provide user interface support by 
maintenance and upgradation of con-
temporary technologies available in the 
environment, the official added.

Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande has 
been highlighting the need for acquir-
ing new technologies by the force in 
view of the changing nature of warfare.

“Aligning itself with the tenets of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Start-Up 
India, STEAG will help bridge the divide 

between the armed forces on the one 
hand and industry and academia on 
the other,” the official said on condition 
of anonymity.

The new Centre of Excellence is 
expected to be a game changer in fos-
tering self-reliance in high-end commu-
nication technologies, which have thus 
far been a monopoly of select countries 
with advanced economies and research 
ecosystems, he said.

The Army believes communications 
are going to be an important component 
of military operations.

“In the fast-evolving technologies for 
the battlefield, the side with better com-
munication technologies and the ability 
to connect the various constituents for 
information sharing will have an edge 
over its adversary,” another official said.

He said modern warfare necessitates 
the induction of new equipment to pro-
vide seamless communication support 
to units and formations during opera-
tions.

“To imbibe such advancements in 
technology, the Indian Army has raised 
this groundbreaking technology-orient-
ed unit STEAG which will bolster its 
capabilities in the digital domain,” he 
added.

Army Raises Elite Unit To 
Work On 6G, AI, Critical 

Tech For Military Use
The Signals Technology Evaluation and Adaptation 
Group or STEAG is mandated to nurture technolo-
gies spanning the complete spectrum of wired and 

wireless systems, officials said.
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MOSCOW, Mar 18 (Agen-
cies): President Vladimir Putin 
basked in an election victory 
that was never in doubt, as 
officials said Monday that he 
had won his fifth term with a 
record number of votes, under-
lining the Russian leader’s total 
control of the country’s political 
system.

After facing only token chal-
lengers and harshly suppress-
ing opposition voices, Putin 
was set to extend his nearly 
quarter-century rule for six 
more years.

Even with little margin for 
protest, Russians crowded out-
side polling stations at noon 
on Sunday, the last day of the 
election, apparently heeding an 
opposition call to express their 
displeasure with the president.

Putin has led Russia as presi-
dent or prime minister since 
December 1999, a tenure 
marked by international military 
aggression and an increasing 
intolerance for dissent.

Early Monday, Putin hailed 
overwhelming preliminary 
results as an indication of “trust” 
and “hope” in him — while critics 
saw them as another reflection 
of the preordained nature of the 
election.

“Of course, we have lots of 
tasks ahead. But I want to make 
it clear for everyone: When we 
were consolidated, no one has 
ever managed to frighten us, 
to suppress our will and our 
self-conscience. They failed in 
the past and they will fail in the 
future,” Putin said at a meet-
ing with volunteers after polls 
closed.

Any public criticism of Putin 
or his war in Ukraine has been 
stifled. Independent media have 
been crippled. His fiercest politi-
cal foe, Alexei Navalny, died in 
an Arctic prison last month, and 
other critics are either in jail or 
in exile.

Beyond the fact that voters had 
virtually no choice, independent 
monitoring of the election was 
extremely limited.

Russia’s Central Election 
Commission said Monday that 
with nearly 100% of all precincts 
counted, Putin got 87.29% of 
the vote.

Central Election Commission 
chief Ella Pamfilova said that 
nearly 76 million voters cast 
their ballots for Putin, his high-
est vote tally ever.

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and the presidents of Hondu-
ras, Nicaragua and Venezuela 
quickly congratulated Putin on 
his victory, as did the leaders 
of the ex-Soviet Central Asian 
nations of Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan, while the West dismissed 
the vote as a sham.

British Foreign Secretary 
David Cameron wrote on X, for-
merly known as Twitter: “This is 
not what free and fair elections 
look like.”

In the tightly controlled envi-
ronment, Navalny’s associates 
urged those unhappy with Putin 
or the war to go to the polls at 
noon on Sunday — and lines 
outside a number of polling sta-
tions both inside Russia and at 
its embassies around the world 
appeared to swell at that time.

Among those heeding call 
was Yulia Navalnaya, Navalny’s 
widow, who spent more than five 
hours in the line at the Russian 
Embassy in Berlin. She told 
reporters that she wrote her late 
husband’s name on her ballot.

Asked whether she had a 

message for Putin, Navalnaya 
replied: “Please stop asking 
for messages from me or from 
somebody for Mr. Putin. There 
could be no negotiations and 
nothing with Mr. Putin, because 
he’s a killer, he’s a gangster.”           
But Putin brushed off the effec-
tiveness of the apparent protest.

“There were calls to come vote 
at noon. And this was supposed 
to be a manifestation of opposi-
tion. Well, if there were calls to 
come vote, then ... I praise this,” 
he said at a news conference 
after polls closed.

Unusually, Putin referenced 
Navalny by name for the first 
time ever at the news confer-
ence.

Some Russians waiting to vote 
in Moscow and St. Petersburg 
told The Associated Press that 
they were taking part in the pro-
test, but it wasn’t possible to 
confirm whether all of those in 
line were doing so.

A voter in Moscow, who identi-
fied himself only as Vadim, said 
he hoped for change, but added 
that “unfortunately, it’s unlikely.” 
Like others, he didn’t give his 
full name because of security 
concerns.

Meanwhile, supporters of 
Navalny streamed to his grave 
in Moscow, some bringing bal-
lots with his name written on 
them.

Meduza, Russia’s biggest 
independent news outlet, 

published photos of ballots it 
received from their readers, 
with “killer” inscribed on one 
and “The Hague awaits you” on 
another. The latter refers to an 
arrest warrant for Putin on war 
crimes charges from the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

Some people told the AP that 
they were happy to vote for 
Putin — unsurprising in a coun-
try where state TV airs a drum-
beat of praise for the Russian 
leader and voicing any other 
opinion is risky.

Dmitry Sergienko, who cast 
his ballot in Moscow, said, “I 
am happy with everything and 
want everything to continue as 
it is now.”

Voting took place over three 
days at polling stations across 
the vast country, in illegally 
annexed regions of Ukraine and 
online.

Several people were arrested, 
including in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, after they tried to 
start fires or set off explosives 
at polling stations while others 
were detained for throwing 
green antiseptic or ink into ballot 
boxes.

Stanislav Andreychuk, co-chair 
of the Golos independent elec-
tion watchdog, said Russians 
were searched when entering 
polling stations, there were 
attempts to check filled-out bal-
lots before they were cast, and 
one report said police demand-
ed a ballot box be opened to 
remove a ballot.

That left little room for people 
to express themselves. Still, 
huge lines formed around noon 
outside diplomatic missions in 
London, Berlin, Paris and other 
cities with large Russian com-
munities, many of whom left 
home after Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

“If we have some option to pro-
test I think it’s important to utilize 
any opportunity,” said 23-year-
old Tatiana, who was voting in 
the Estonian capital of Tallinn 
and said she came to take part 
in the protest.

Russian President Vladimir Putin wins 5th 
term with record number of votes

TEL AVIV, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu railed 
against growing criti-
cism from top ally the 
United States against 
his leadership amid 
the devastating war 
with Hamas, describing 
calls for a new election 
as “wholly inappropri-
ate.”

In recent days, US 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, the 
highest-ranking Jewish 
official in the country 
and a strong Israel sup-
porter, called on Israel 
to hold a new election, 
saying Netanyahu had 
“lost his way.”

President Joe Biden 
expressed support 
for Schumer’s “good 
speech,” and earlier 
accused Netanyahu of 
hurting Israel because 
of the huge civilian 
death toll in Gaza.

Netanyahu told Fox 
News that Israel never 
would have called for 
a new US election 
after the September 11 
attacks in 2001, and 
denounced Schumer’s 
comments as inappro-
priate.

“We’re not a banana 
republic,” he said. “The 
people of Israel will 
choose when they will 
have elections, and who 
they’ll elect, and it’s not 
something that will be 
foisted on us.”

When asked by 
agency whether he 
would commit to a new 
election after the war 
ends, Netanyahu said: 
“I think that’s something 
for the Israeli public to 
decide.”

The US, which has 
provided key military 
and diplomatic sup-
port to Israel, also has 
expressed concerns 
about a planned Israeli 
assault on the south-
ern Gaza city of Rafah, 
where about 1.4 mil-
lion displaced Pales-
tinians are sheltering. 
The spokesman for the 
National Security Coun-
cil, John Kirby, told Fox 
the US still hasn’t seen 
an Israeli plan for Rafah.

The US supports a new 
round of talks aimed at 
securing a cease-fire in 
exchange for the return 
of Israeli hostages taken 
in Hamas’ October 7 
attack.

The Israeli delega-
tion to those talks was 
expected to leave for 
Qatar after Sunday 
evening meetings of 
the Security Cabinet 
and War Cabinet, which 
will give directions for 
negotiations.

Despite the talks, 
Netanyahu made it clear 
he would not back down 
from the fighting that has 
killed more than 31,000 
Palestinians, according 
to Gaza health officials. 
More than five months 
have passed since 
Hamas attacked south-
ern Israel, killed 1,200 
people and took another 

250 hostage.
Netanyahu said calls 

for an election now — 
which polls show he 
would lose badly — 
would force Israel to 
stop fighting and para-
lyze the country for six 
months.

Netanyahu also reit-
erated his determina-
tion to attack Hamas in 
Rafah and said that his 
government approved 
military plans for such 
an operation.

“We will operate in 
Rafah. This will take 
several weeks, and it 
will happen,” he said. 
The operation is sup-
posed to include the 
evacuation of hundreds 
of thousands of civilians, 
but it is not clear how 
Israel will do that.

Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah el-Sissi 
reiterated his warning 
that an Israeli ground 
offensive in Rafah 
would have “grave 
repercussions on the 
whole region.” Egypt 
says pushing Palestin-
ians into the Sinai Pen-
insula would jeopardize 
its peace treaty with 
Israel, a cornerstone of 
regional stability.

“We are also very con-
cerned about the risks 
a full-scale offensive 
in Rafah would have 
on the vulnerable civil-
ian population. This 
needs to be avoided 
at all costs,” European 
Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen 
said after meeting with 
el-Sissi.

And German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz, after 
meeting with Netan-
yahu, warned that “the 
more desperate the situ-
ation of people in Gaza 
becomes, the more this 
begs the question: No 
matter how important 
the goal, can it justify 
such terribly high costs, 
or are there other ways 
to achieve your goal?”

Germany is one of 
Israel’s closest allies 
in Europe and, given 
memories of the Holo-
caust, often treads care-
fully when criticizing 
Israel.

Irish Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar, in Wash-
ington for St. Patrick’s 
Day, said during a 
White House reception 
that the Irish people 
were “deeply troubled” 
by what’s unfolding in 
Gaza. He said there 
was much to learn from 
Ireland’s peace pro-
cess and the critical US 
involvement in it.

Varadkar said he’s 
often asked why the 
Irish are so empathetic 
to the Palestinians.

“We see our history 
in their eyes. A story of 
displacement, dispos-
session, and national 
identity questioned and 
denied forced emigra-
tion, discrimination and 
now hunger,” he said.

Alon Pinkas, a former 
Israeli consul-general in 
New York and an out-

spoken critic of Netan-
yahu, said that the prime 
minister’s comments fit 
with his efforts to find 
someone else to blame 
if Israel doesn’t achieve 
its goal of destroying 
Hamas.

“He’s looking on pur-
pose for a conflict with 
the US so that he can 
blame Biden,” Pinkas 
said.

Both sides have some-
thing to gain politically 
from the dispute. The 
Biden administration is 
under increasing pres-
sure from progressive 
Democrats and some 
Arab-American support-
ers to restrain Israel’s 
war against Hamas.

Netanyahu, mean-
while, wants to show 
his nationalist base that 
he can withstand global 
pressure, even from 
Israel’s closest ally.

But pressure also 
comes from home, with 
thousands protesting 
again in Tel Aviv on 
Saturday night against 
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and calling for a 
new election and a deal 
for the release of hos-
tages. Large parts of 
the Israeli public want 
a deal, fearing that hos-
tages are held in poor 
conditions and time is 
running out to bring 
them home alive.

Israel’s offensive has 
driven most of Gaza’s 
2.3 million people from 
their homes. A quarter 
of Gaza’s population is 
starving, according to 
the UN.

Airdrops by the US 
and other nations con-
tinue, while deliveries 
on a new sea route 
have begun, but aid 
groups say more ground 
routes and fewer Israeli 
restrictions on them are 
needed to meet humani-
tarian needs in any sig-
nificant way.

“Of course we should 
be bringing humani-
tarian aid by road. 
Of course by now we 
should be having at 
least two, three other 
entry points into Gaza,” 
chef José Andrés with 
World Central Kitchen, 
which organized the 
tons of food delivered 
by sea, told NBC.

The Gaza Health Min-
istry said at least 31,645 
Palestinians have been 
killed in the war. The 
ministry doesn’t differ-
entiate between civilians 
and combatants in its 
count, but says women 
and children make up 
two-thirds of the dead.

Israel says Hamas is 
responsible for civilian 
deaths because it oper-
ates in dense residential 
areas.

The Health Ministry 
on Sunday said that 
the bodies of 92 people 
killed in Israel’s bom-
bardment had been 
brought to hospitals 
in Gaza in the past 24 
hours. Hospitals also 
received 130 wounded, 
it said.

At least 11 people 
from the Thabet family, 
including five children 
and one woman, were 
killed in an airstrike 
in Deir al-Balah city in 
central Gaza, according 
to the Palestinian Red 
Crescent Society and 
an Associated Press 
journalist. The body of 
an infant lay among the 
dead.

Netanyahu snaps back 
against growing US criticism 
after being accused of losing 

his way on GazaRussia’s Central Election Commission said that with nearly 100 per cent of all 
precincts counted, Putin got 87.29 per cent of the vote

The US, which has provided key military and diplomatic 
support to Israel, has expressed concerns about a planned 

Israeli assault on southern Gaza city of Rafah

SEOUL, Mar 18 
(Agencies):  Nor th 
Korea fired a ballis-
tic missile on Monday, 
Seoul’s military said, as 
US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken visited 
South Korea to meet 
top officials and attend 
a democracy summit.

Blinken is in Seoul 
for the third Summit for 
Democracy, an initia-
tive of US President Joe 
Biden, which the South 
is hosting this week, and 
is set to meet his Korean 
counterpart on the side-
lines for talks.

Key security allies 
Washington and Seoul 
wrapped up one of their 
major annual joint mili-
tary training exercises 
last week, prompting 
angry retorts and tit-for-
tat drills from nuclear-
armed Pyongyang.

“North Korea fired an 
unspecified ballistic 
missile toward the East 
Sea,” Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said, referring to 
the body of water also 
known as the Sea of 
Japan.

Japan also confirmed 
the launch, with the 
Japan Coast Guard 
saying the objects 
appeared to have 
already fallen.

The launch comes just 
days after the annual 
Freedom Shield, which 
this year involved double 
the number of troops, 
ended on March 14.

The 11 days of joint 
exercises were aimed 
at strengthening South 
Korean and American 
deterrence against the 
North’s nuclear and mis-
sile threats.

Pyongyang this month 
warned that Seoul and 
Washington would pay 
a “dear price” over the 
Freedom Shield drills, 
and later announced 
that North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un had guided 
an artillery unit it says 
was capable of striking 
the South Korean capi-
tal.

The nuclear-armed 
North has long con-
demned joint US-South 
Korea military drills, 
calling them rehearsals 
for an invasion. It has 
carried out weapons 
tests in the past as a 
response to previous 
joint exercises of this 
nature.

Monday’s ballistic mis-
sile test is the North’s 
second this year, after 
Pyongyang launched 
one tipped with a 
manoeuvrable hyper-

sonic warhead on Janu-
ary 14.

Blinken landed Sunday 
afternoon ahead of the 
democracy summit, 
which runs from March 
18 to 20 and will bring 
together government 
officials, NGOs and civil 
society members.

Boosting deterrence
Seoul is one of Wash-

ington’s key regional 
allies, and the US has 
stationed about 27,000 
American soldiers in the 
South to help protect it 
against the nuclear-
armed North.

Seoul’s conservative 
President Yoon Suk Yeol 
has boosted ties with 
Washington and sought 
to bury the historical 

hatchet with former 
colonial power Japan 
to better guard against 
Pyongyang’s threats.

So far this year, Pyong-
yang has declared 
South Korea its “princi-
pal enemy”, jettisoned 
agencies dedicated 
to reunification and 
outreach, and threat-
ened war over “even 
0.001 mm” of territorial 
infringement.

will meet South Korean 
Foreign Minister Cho 
Tae Yul, the Ministry 
said, for discussions 
that will cover how to 
boost the alliance, as 
Washington and Seoul 
explore how to improve 
their so-called “extend-
ed deterrence” against 

North Korea.
The democracy 

summit has attracted 
some criticism due to its 
selective invitation list, 
which excludes coun-
tries that consider them-
selves democratic, such 
as Thailand and Turkey.

After Seoul, Blinken 
will head to the Philip-
pines, a trip that will 
reaffirm “our unwaver-
ing commitment to the 
Philippine ally”, accord-
ing to State Department 
spokesperson Matthew 
Miller.

The US is redou-
bling efforts to improve 
longstanding ties with 
regional allies such as 
Manila, in an effort to 
counterbalance China.

North Korea fires ballistic missile amid 
Antony Blinken’s visit to Seoul

North Korea’s fresh launch comes as Washington and Seoul wrapped up one of their 
major annual joint military training exercises last week, prompting 

angry retorts from Pyongyang.
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Disclose all 
‘Conceivable’ details of 

Electoral Bonds, Supreme 
Court orders SBI

SBI was “duty bound” to reveal them.
On April 12, 2019, the apex court issued 

an interim order directing that the infor-
mation about the donations received and 
donations which will be received must be 
submitted by political parties to the EC in 
a sealed cover.

In its landmark verdict on February 15, 
the top court had scrapped the Centre’s 
electoral bonds scheme that allowed anon-
ymous political funding, calling it “unconsti-
tutional” and ordered disclosure by the EC 
of donors, the amount donated by them 
and the recipients by March 13.

4 coaches of Sabarmati-
Agra superfast train 
derail in Rajasthan’s 

Ajmer, no casualty
casualty has been reported. The train 

movement in the up/down direction towards 
the Delhi side has already started. We are 
about to start the services in the Uttar 
Pradesh direction too,” he added.

The NWR has set up a helpdesk at the 
Ajmer station and also released a helpline 
number -- 0145-2429642 -- for relatives of 
the passengers travelling on the train, the 
official said.

 “Six trains have been cancelled and two 
trains have been diverted to other routes,” 
Kiran said.

Light rains, snow with 
gusty winds forecast in 

J&K on March 21, 22
0.5°C on the previous night and it was 

1.8°C below normal there, the official said.
Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 0.5°C 
against minus 2.0°C on the previous night 
and it was above normal by 1.8°C for the 
world famous skiing resort in north Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district.Jammu, he said, 
recorded a minimum of 13.2°C and it was 
below normal by 1.7°C for the winter capital 
of J&K.Banihal recorded a low of 7.8°C, 
Batote 9.2°C and Bhaderwah 3.8°C, he 
said.

Three residential houses 
gutted in overnight fire 

mishap in Baramulla
double-storeyed and two single-storeyed, 

were gutted in the incident. The offi-
cial identified the victims as Mohammad 
Kashif Peer, Tariq Ahmad Peer and Naseer 
Ahmad Peer.

 “The cause of fire is believed to be leak-
age from a domestic gas cylinder,” the 
official said.

EC orders removal of 
Home Secretaries in 

six states to ensure fair 
elections

on Monday at noon.
The officials who have been removed 

in these seven states were found to be 
holding dual charges in the office of Chief 
Minister in respective states which may 
potentially compromise or be seen to be 
compromising the impartiality and neutral-
ity required during the electoral process, 
especially in matters relating to law and 
order, deployment of forces, etc.

Furthermore, the Election Commission 
has also taken the necessary action to 
remove the Director General of Police 
(DGP) of West Bengal. This decision was 
taken due to DGP being removed from any  
active election management related duty 
earlier, during 2016 Assembly Election in 
the state and in 2019 Lok Sabha Elections.

With this step, the Election Commission 
of India has shown its commitment to con-
ducting free, fair, and transparent elections.

Through these measures, the Commis-
sion ensures that all stakeholders uphold 
the highest standards of integrity and 
impartiality, thereby safeguarding the level 
playing field in the entire electoral process.

Rs 70 per person fixed 
as Sadq-e-Fitr this 

Ramadan: Grand Mufti 
J&K

Notably, Sadq-e-Fitr is a religious charity 
paid by Muslims across the world by or 
before Eid-ul-Fitr prayers. This is in addi-
tion to the charity called Zakat, which is 
also paid every year as per the economic 
capability of a person.

J&K administration does 
not want to handover 

power to people again: 
Omar Abdullah

chief election commissioner has also said 
that polls will be held before the deadline,” 
he added.

Asked to comment on the opposition par-
ties complaining about EVMs, Abdullah 
said even if he complains against the use 
of EVMs in the elections, they will still be 
used because the ECI is not ready to use 

paper ballots again.
“So, we will have to keep our agents alert 

and not allow any tampering with them,” 
he said.

To a query on the CAA, the NC leader 
said CAA is not just against Muslims as 
there are many other minorities who have 
been kept outside its purview.

“This is BJP’s old habit and they will not 
mend their ways,” he added.

In reply to a question over the status of 
the Peoples Alliance for Gupkar Declara-
tion (PAGD), Abdullah said the alliance 
stands “What has happened to its status? 
We run our different parties… We have 
held press conferences together as well 
as individually. And today, I am talking to 
you individually, does that mean there is 
no PAGD. It stands and they will meet in a 
day or two,” he said.

Asked whether the party’s Gujjar leader 
Mian Altaf Ahmad would be the NC’s can-
didate for the constituency, Abdullah said 
they will announce candidates at an appro-
priate time.

Altaf has attended whenever party has 
invited him. He is our party colleague and 
it is not something new for him to attend our 
programmes and he will continue doing so. 
There are many leaders present here and 
it does not mean anything. I have said we 
will announce our candidates at the right 
time. But, we have started campaigning 
from today, he said.

The NC vice president the BJP’s motive 
to undertake delimitation of Parliamentary 
constituencies in J-K was to divide and 
rule.

“The delimitation was undertaken in a 
similar manner like the British’s divide and 
rule. That is what is being done here. Kash-
mir is being made to fight with Jammu, 
Hindus with Muslims, Gujjars with Paharis, 
the aim is to succeed on the south Kashmir 
seat anyhow. But, people are not fools. 
They know the BJP’s approach in the rest 

of the country,” he said.
On the Electoral bonds row, he said while 

the BJP was paid a whopping amount of 
around Rs 6,900 crore, his party got only 
Rs 50 lakh.

“One of my friends, Airtel, gave us a Rs 
50 lakh bond to run the party. It is Rs 50 
lakh versus Rs 6,900 crore, there is no 
comparison. But, only those need to use 
money, who do not have the support of the 
people. The sum of Rs 50 lakh is enough 
for us, because people of J-K are with NC,” 
Abdullah said.

NexGen energia to invest 
Rs 1,000 Cr for setting up 
EV manufacturing unit in 

J&K
“Along with ‘Make in India’, we are on the 

way to fulfil the dream of self-reliant India. 
We will establish an EV plant in Jammu 
and Kashmir in collaboration with the gov-
ernment in which we will invest Rs 1,000 
crore,” NexGen Energia chairman Piyush 
Dwivedi told agency. “The manufacturing 
unit will provide direct and indirect employ-
ment to about 1 lakh people and we aim 
to launch NGE’s most affordable electric 
two-wheeler on April 15 next month for just 
Rs 36,900 from our Noida unit,” Dwivedi 
said. The NexGen Energia chairman said 
last week he met with Union Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari at his Delhi office where the company 
presented its proposals on sustainable 
energy solutions like increasing the use 
of CBG and India-made EVs.

The company has a range of EVs two-
wheelers and three-wheelers which is 
ready for launch. It will eventually start 
production of electric buses, trucks and 
cars in the future, it said.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18:  Haier 
Appliances India, the 
No.1 global major appli-
ances brand for 15 con-
secutive years celebrates 
the 20th anniversary of its 
establishment in India. 

This significant mile-
stone demonstrates 
Haier’s unwavering com-
mitment to customer-
inspired innovation and 
its dedication to ‘Make 
in India’ and ‘Made for 
India’. 

Adding to the cel-
ebrations, Haier India 
expanded its product 
offerings by launching 
range of OLED & QLED 
TVs, Super Heavy-Duty 
Air conditioner series, 
Kinouchi Black Air condi-
tioner, Vogue and smart 
convertible refrigerators, 
washer and dryer front 
load washing machine, 
commercial refrigeration 
solutions and commercial 
air conditioners. 

Focused on empower-
ing consumers through 
smart and intuitive prod-
ucts curated for Indian 
homes, Haier India also 

unveiled a range of smart 
innovations including 
Robo-vacuum cleaners, 
smart kitchen appliances, 
microwaves, water heat-
ers and much more.

Commenting on Haier 
India’s 20th anniversary,  
NS Satish, President, 
Haier Appliances India, 
said, “Today is a his-
toric moment for Haier 
India as we celebrate 
our 20th anniversary in 
India. We are extremely 
proud of this milestone 
as it reflects the support 

and deep connection we 
have with our customers, 
partners, and employees 
who have played a pivotal 
role in every step of our 
success. Throughout this 
journey, we have been 
driven by our commitment 
to customer-inspired 
innovation, dedication to 
‘Make in India and Made 
for India’. As a respon-
sible brand committed 
to the consumer and 
country, we have worked 
towards offering solutions 
that enhance the cus-

tomer’s everyday life with 
convenience, comfort and 
are sustainable.”

He fur ther added, 
“Moving our legacy for-
ward it’s a moment filled 
with profound pride to 
unveil our new vision, 
‘More Creation, More 
Possibilities’. This vision 
delves from our ongo-
ing commitment to make 
our customer’s daily lives 
more efficient, conve-
nient, and comfortable. 
Keeping this in mind, 
we are committed to 

strengthening our posi-
tion in the industry ensur-
ing that we exceed expec-
tations and pioneer new 
horizons in the market”

As a brand at the helm 
of innovation driven by the 
evolving consumer needs, 
Haier India unveiled 
its new vision through 
a new brand slogan, 
“More Creation, More 
Possibilities.”Refining 
customer experiences 
through best in class 
technology, the brand has 
always ensured to under-
stand their pulse and stay 
ahead of the curve while 
offering innovative solu-
tions that makes everyday 
life easier and smarter. 
Moreover, this rebranding 
represents Haier India’s 
focus towards nurturing 
growth, sparking innova-
tion, and unlocking end-
less possibilities for its 
partners, dealers, cus-
tomers, community, and 
employees. Additionally, 
the new vision is aligned 
with Haier’s impres-
sive 25% year-over-year 
CARG in India and its 
anticipated 35% growth 
in 2024.

Haier unveils its new vision of “More Creation, 
More Possibilities”

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: PMEGP (Prime Minister’s Employ-
ment Generation Programme) is empowering the youth of 
Jammu to become entrepreneurs, said Sat Sharma and 
added that the major hurdle to start one’s dream venture to 
arrange for the necessary finances, has been met by Modi 
government’s ‘ease of doing business’ and the schemes 
like PMGEP.

Former president J&K BJP, Sat Sharma (CA) accompa-
nied by J&K BJP media Incharge, Dr. Pardeep Mahotra, 
Jaideep Sambyal, Yashpal Shivgotra, Krishan Lal Sharma, 
and others inaugurated a restaurant ‘Frespresso’ in Talab 
Tillo. Restaurant owner Anubhav along with family mem-
bers Dr. Jeet Raj Bajala, Zeeshan, DSP Anubhuti and 
Manisha Magotra were present on the occasion.

Highlighting the thrust of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to achieve the aim of ‘Viksit Bharat’, Sat Sharma said that 
the Modi government has successfully encouraged the 
youth to take the path of ‘Start-Ups’ and chase the dream 
of entrepreneurship. He said that the schemes like PMEGP 
have provided financial assistance to self-employment ven-
tures to generate sustainable employment opportunities for 
unemployed youth. He appreciated the young owner who 
after pursuing BTech, has chosen to become self-employed 
and at the same time provided employment opportunities to 
3 persons. Dr. Pardeep Mahotra, stressing on the massive 
scope of business opportunities in private sector, said that 
Jammu has got lots of business opportunities to explore 
including the late night ‘alive markets’ to attract investments 
and tourists in and around Jammu. Wishing good luck to 
owner, he added that India is becoming the world’s fastest-
growing startup ecosystem with more than 100 Unicorn 
Startups under visionary leadership of PM Modi.

Restaurant owner Anubhav thanked the former BJP presi-
dent for inaugurating the restaurant and stated that the 
Restaurant will provide the best and hygienic recipes to 
people. He also stated that coffee, and various take away 
food items are available at the restaurant.

PMEGP empowering 
Jammu youth to become 
entrepreneurs: Sat Sharma Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Shiv 
Sena Hindustan Youth 
Wing on Monday held 
protest against the Irri-
gation Department under 
the leadership of J&K 
Youth President Ganesh 
Chaudhary warning that 
if their demands were 
not met, there will be 
agitation with farmers on 
all the roads. SSH Activ-
ists took out a protest 
rally against the Irriga-
tion Department raising 
slogans against depart-
ment.

 Addressing protest-
ers, Ganesh said that 
the canals of the area 
are filled with filth and 
thousands of diseases 
are spreading due to 
filth. He said that due to 
dirty water, clean water 
is not reaching the farm-
ers field. 

He said that the 
demands of the farmers 
are not being met, but 
the top officials of the 
department do not even 
want to look at it. He 

said that if water does 
not reach the farmers 
then how the farmers 
will grow crops. How will 
farmers be able to sup-
port their family which is 
their only support?

Ganesh further said 
that in such a situation 
the farmers will be on the 
verge of starvation, but 
the department is turn-
ing a blind eye. He said 
that we have informed 
the Irrigation Depart-
ment many times, but 
no official of the depart-
ment is paying attention 
to this filth. 

He said that we warn 
the Irrigation Depart-
ment that if the canal 
is not cleaned as soon 
as possible, then in the 
coming days Shiv Sena 
Hindustan Party along 
with the farmers will 
protest on the streets 
against the Irrigation 
Department, the respon-
sibility of which will be 
on the Irrigation Depart-
ment. 

Prominent among 
those present on the 

occasion include Badi 
Brahmana President 
Sanjeev Kumar, Samba 
District President Nek 
Ram, Bishnah Block 
President Shankar 
Singh, Arnia Vice Presi-
dent Bharat Bhushan, 
Arnia Block General 
Secretary Prabhu Dayal, 
Bishnah Block Vice 
President Mohanlal, 
Arnia Block Secretary 
Kamal Kumar, Village 
Pindi Rakesh Kumar, 
Bishnah Block Vilas 
Kumar, Arnia Block 
Chairman Yashpaul, 
Rampaul, Sultanpur Vil-
lage Head Sardari Lal, 
Badi Brahmina Vice 
President Rahul Kumar, 
Bishnah Block President 
Women’s Wing Sunita 
Devi, Jammu District 
Head Sonia Chaud-
hary, Arnia Block Head 
Suman Devi, Vice Presi-
dent Asha Devi, Bishnah 
Vice President Neelam 
Kumari, General Secre-
tary Tripta Devi, Geeta 
Devi, Shila Devi, Sunam 
Devi, Pooja Devi, San-
tosh Devi.

Amir Iqbal Khan

BHADARWAH, Jan 18: 
There must have been a 
period in your life when 
your parents told you 
to be like that boy who 
often comes first in stud-
ies and he must have 
been your neighbour or 
classmate and you will 
never like this compari-
son. And then when you 
grow up and your par-
ents and relatives again 
start saying look how 
successful that boy is. 
He has a good job, a big 
car, huge property, and 
you are just there. It is 
but natural that no one 
likes such social com-
parison .

The reality is that the 
world is engaged in this 
race and race. People 
all over the world are in 
a race to become rich 
and successful quickly, 
in which if you have a 
good job, car and much 
money at a young age, 
then fine, otherwise you 
are a useless and inef-
ficient person. Society is 
putting undue pressure 
to succeed quickly and 
earn money quickly.

And most of the people 
have become victims 

of negative attitude 
due to this social com-
parison and are getting 
depressed with each 
passing day.

A 20 year old boy who 
is looking for a job. The 
30 year old boy who 
cannot get married 
because according to 
the society, he is not yet 
successful. The 40 year 
old man is suffering from 
midlife crisis. A 50 year 
old person who is wor-
ried about retirement 
every day.

Some of the richest 
people in the world, Elon 
Musk, Bill Gates, Mukesh 
Ambani are people who 
became bil l ionaires 
in their early 20s and 
30s. Early success was 
romanticized in popular 
culture because of these 

great entrepreneurs.  All 
of them got so much 
media coverage that we 
all started to understand 
that if not early success, 
then life is wasted.

The result of all these 
things was that imbal-
ance and anxiety started 
in the society.

There has been an 
unwritten agreement in 
the society that success 
in life makes you a worth-
while person. If you got 
rich in your 20’s and 30’s 
otherwise you are a big 
time loser.

Often you must have 
underp layed many 
people in life and you 
must have thought that 
person is completely 
useless. But one fine day 
he strikes gold and looks 
like he’s on the road to 
success.

If you are also a parent 
and you expect your 
child to do everything 
quickly, you are treading 
the wrong path.You are 
putting undue pressure 
on your child which will 
eventually lead him to 
depression. Everyone 
should get ample time to 
discover their talents so 
that he can live a mean-
ingful life.

Ganesh leads protest against Irrigation Deptt 
for failure to clean irrigation canals

The World Is Obsessed With Early Success

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18:  Under 
the leadership of Presi-
dent of Parents Associa-
tion Jammu, Amit Kapoor, 
parents and children dem-
onstrated strongly outside 
Hari Singh Park today and 
strongly demanded resto-
ration of age relaxation 
and admission of first 
class children. Along with 
this, he also demanded to 
tighten the nexus of uni-
forms and books. During 
this, the protesters raised 
slogans loudly regarding 
their demands. Address-
ing the protesters, Amit 
Kapoor said that the chil-
dren who are currently 
enrolled should be given 
age relaxation so that their 
future is not affected. He 
said that last year LG 
Manoj Sinha had given 
relaxation of one year but 
the children who are still 
enrolled should be given 
relaxation of two years. 

He said that all schools 
should be instructed to 
enroll only three plus chil-
dren in nursery so that 
children do not face any 
problem regarding age 
in the first class under 

the new education policy. 
But the children who are 
enrolled should be given 
age relaxation and they 
should be given admis-
sion. Along with this, he 
also demanded from the 
Education Department to 
constitute a task force to 
break the nexus of uni-
forms and books.

 He said that according 
to the order of the High 
Court, all schools should 
have the same books, but 
still some mafia schools 
are installing books as 
per their own wish and are 
also selling books and uni-
form themselves. 

He demanded the edu-

cation department and 
its higher officials to form 
a task force to stop this. 
He said that strict action 
should be taken against 
those mafia schools which 
are doing their own thing. 
He has requested LG 
Manoj Sinha that in the 
same manner as he had 
given age relaxation to the 
children last year, the chil-
dren who are still enrolled 
should be given age relax-
ation and their enrollment 
should be reinstated. He 
warned that if the govern-
ment did not accept his 
demands, he would inten-
sify the protests in the 
coming days.

Amit Kapoor holds protest demanding age 
relaxation, restoration of admission of first class
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MUMBAI, Mar 18 
(Agencies) Benchmark 
equity indices Sensex 
and Nifty closed margin-
ally higher in a volatile 
trade on Monday as cau-
tious investors preferred 
to remain on the sidelines 
ahead of the US Fed 
interest rate decision this 
week and rising crude oil 
prices.

The 30-share BSE 
Sensex rose by 104.99 
points or 0.14 per cent 
to settle at 72,748.42. 
During the day, it gyrat-
ed between a high of 
72,985.89 and a low of 
72,314.16.

The NSE Nifty rose by 
32.35 points or 0.15 per 

cent, to 22,055.70.
From the Sensex 

basket, Tata Steel jumped 
over 5 per cent. Mahindra 
& Mahindra, JSW Steel, 
Tata Motors, Axis Bank, 
Sun Pharma, Reliance 
Industries and Maruti 
were the other biggest 
gainers.

Infosys, Tata Consultan-
cy Services, Titan, Wipro, 
Hindustan Unilever and 
Nestle were among the 
laggards.

Auto, metal, com-
modities and healthcare 
shares gained while IT 
and teck stocks faced 
losses.

In Asian markets, Seoul, 
Tokyo, Shanghai, and 

Hong Kong settled higher.
European markets were 

quoting in the green. The 
US markets ended lower 
on Friday.

Foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs) bought 
equities worth Rs 848.56 
crore on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

Global oil benchmark 
Brent crude climbed 
0.87 per cent to $86.08 
a barrel.

The 30-share BSE 
benchmark declined 
453.85 points or 0.62 per 
cent to settle at 72,643.43 
on Friday. The NSE Nifty 
dropped 123.30 points 
or 0.56 per cent to 
22,023.35.

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Scientists 
have found a new way in 
which Ebola reproduces 
in the human body, identi-
fying a potential target for 
drugs to prevent the viral 
disease.

The study also sheds 
light on how the deadly 
virus that affects people 
mostly in sub-Saharan 
Africa interacts with a 
human protein called 
ubiquitin.

“We used a combina-
tion of experimental and 
computational (using 
computers) methods to 
investigate the interaction 
between the Ebola virus 
VP35 protein and ubiq-
uitin chains,” said study 
co-author Rafael Najma-
novich, a professor at the 
University of Montreal in 
Canada.

“Advanced computa-
tional modeling by our 
team predicted the binding 
interface between a viral 
protein, VP35, and the 
ubiquitin chains in human 
cells, and identified poten-
tial chemical compounds 

that could disrupt this 
interaction,” he said.

Ebola is a type of viral 
hemorrhagic fever caused 
by several species of 
viruses from the genus 
Ebolavirus. Symptoms of 
Ebola start out flu-like but 
can progress to severe 
vomiting, bleeding and 
neurological (brain and 
nerve) issues.

The finding, published 
in the journal PLOS Biol-
ogy, not only deepens our 

understanding of how the 
virus works, but also offers 
a promising avenue for the 
creation of more effective 
therapies, the researchers 
said.

“In particular, it paves 
the way for the design of 
drugs capable of disrupt-
ing this interaction and 
slowing down viral repli-
cation,” Najmanovich said.

Notorious for its devas-
tating outbreaks and high 
mortality rates, Ebola 

virus poses a significant 
threat to public health, the 
researchers said.

Understanding the intri-
cate processes by which 
the virus replicates within 
the human body is essen-
tial for developing effec-
tive treatments, they said.

The latest study unrav-
els some of the molecular 
intricacies of Ebola virus 
replication, shedding 
light on key proteins and 
pathways involved in the 

process.
The researchers were 

able to clarify structural 
and functional aspects of 
viral and human proteins 
interacting in a manner 
critical for viral replication.

One of the key findings 
of the study is the identi-
fication of one additional 
interaction for VP35, a 
multifunctional viral pro-
tein which plays a central 
role in viral replication.

The study revealed 
insights into the intricate 
interplay between Ebola 
virus and the host immune 
system.

By evading detec-
tion and subverting host 
defences, the virus is able 
to establish a foothold 
within the body, leading 
to unchecked replication 
and severe disease pro-
gression.

“This research under-
lines the importance of 
trying to understand the 
complex workings of virus-
es such as Ebola, and to 
develop innovative strate-
gies to combat them,” Naj-
manovich added. 

Scientists find potential new drug target to prevent Ebola Air India Express to 
operate over 360 daily 
flights in summer schedule

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 
(Agencies): Air India 
Express will operate 
more than 360 daily 
flights during the summer 
schedule, with interna-
tional services set to rise 
by over 20 per cent.

The airline is in the pro-
cess of completing the 
merger with AIX Connect 
(earlier known as AirAsia 
India) and the schedule 
includes flights of both 
carriers.

In a release on Monday, 
Tata Group-owned Air 
India Express said it 

will offer over 360 daily 
departures during the 
summer schedule.

Compared to last year’s 
summer schedule, there 
will be an increase of over 
25 per cent in domestic 
flights and more than 20 
per cent rise in overseas 
services.

“This translates to an 
additional 55 domestic 
flights and 19 internation-
al flights, bringing the total 
to 259 domestic and 109 
international departures,” 
the release said.

Generally, the summer 

schedule is from the last 
Sunday of March till the 
last Saturday of Octo-
ber. In 2024, the summer 
schedule will be from 
March 31 till October 26.

Among others, the air-
line will be increasing its 
frequencies to destina-
tions such as Abu Dhabi, 
Dammam, Jeddah, and 
Sharjah. 

Currently, Air India 
Express operates over 
360 daily flights with a 
fleet of 67 aircraft -- 39 
Boeing 737s and 28 
Airbus A320s.

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 
(Agencies): The Mumbai 
Police in its closure 
report has declared 
that Sajjan Jindal, the 
chairman and manag-

ing director of the JSW 
Group, was “framed” 
by the complainant in 
the rape case lodged in 
December 2023.

The B summary report 
was submitted by the 
Bandra Kurla Complex 
police under the provi-
sions of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure 

(CrPc) after completion 
of the probe, reported 
The Economic Times.

According to the clo-
sure report, Jindal did 
not go to the hotel on the 
day the alleged incident. 
The police also pointed 
out the delay of nearly 
two years in filing the FIR 
in December 2023 since 
the alleged incident on 
January 24, 2022. They 
added that the woman 
could not produce evi-
dence in the court and 
failed to record her state-
ment.

On December 17, 2023, 
Jindal, 64, had dismissed 
the rape allegations lev-
elled against him as 
“false and baseless”. 

In her complaint, the 
woman had alleged that 
Jindal raped her after 
promising to marry her 
and claimed that he had 
been avoiding contact 
with her since the alleged 
sexual assault.

JSW chief Sajjan Jindal cleared 
of rape allegations as police 
claim woman ‘framed’ him

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 
(Agencies) 

Indian government bond 
yields extended gains at 
the start of the week, with 
the benchmark yield at a 
more than two-week high, 
tracking the rise in U.S. 
Treasury yields.

The benchmark 10-year 
yield was at 7.0754% 
as of 10:10 a.m. IST on 
Monday, following its pre-
vious close of 7.0644%. 
Earlier in the day, the yield 
rose to 7.0798%, the high-
est since March 1.

“All the factors are bear-
ish now, with U.S. yields 
threatening to test new 
highs in the run up to the 
Federal Reserve policy 
decision later this week,” 
a trader with a state-run 
bank said.

U.S. bond yields rose in 

all five trading sessions 
last week, with the 10-year 
yield jumping 22 basis 
points, marking its biggest 
rise in five months. The 
yield is hovering around 
the critical level of 4.30%, 
a breach of which could 
lead to more gains.

The rise in yields is 
fuelled by indications of 
a robust economy and 
elevated inflationary pres-
sures, which have led to 
concerns over the pos-
sibility of fewer interest 
rate cuts by the Federal 
Reserve this year.

Traders await the Fed 
policy decision due on 
Wednesday amid rising 
uncertainty about wheth-
er the U.S. central bank 
would start rate cuts later 
than the widely-expected 
June timeframe, with 

chances of an updated dot 
plot showing only two cuts 
in 2024, instead of the pre-
viously expected three.

The odds for a rate cut 
in June have eased to 
58% from 74% last week, 
according to the CME 
FedWatch tool.

Meanwhile, Indian 
states are aiming to raise 
a record 502.06 billion 
rupees (about $6 billion) 
through bonds on Tues-
day. The supply comes at 
a time when many inves-
tors are completing their 
investment targets for the 
financial year.

“The state debt supply 
is a shocker and even 
though long-term inves-
tors would absorb, we 
could see some pressure 
on yields,” the bond trader 
said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 (Agencies) Biocon Executive 
Chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw clarified on Monday 
that her company was not in the purchase of electoral 
bonds from JD(S) and it was rather done in a personal 
capacity.

Her total donation through electoral bonds amounted 
to Rs 6 crore,

Shaw took to X to clarify the issue, posting, “Would like 
to clarify that Biocon did not make any political donation 
to JD(S) or any other party for elections. At a personal 
level, I purchased electoral bonds which I donated to 
JD(S) and several parties. “

“My donations were nominal on the principle of fund-
ing election campaigns with white money,” she added.

Replying to an X user who alleged that Shaw had 
donated Rs 5 crore monthly before the assembly polls 
in Karnataka last year, the Biocon chief dismissed the 
claims, asking the user to do the math.

Responding to another user who asked what she got 
in return, Shaw replied, “Nothing - I did it of my own 
free will. Have you followed BPAC? Don’t make such 
allegations. I have never ever made any contributions 
for favours. It’s very sad to see such comments.”

According to the data released by the Election Com-
mission on Sunday, the JD(S) received bonds worth Rs 
89.75 crore, including Rs 50 crore from Megha Engineer-
ing, the second-largest purchaser of electoral bonds.

This is part of the latest dataset released by the EC 
that included scanned copies of the disclosures made 
by political parties.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18:  
Department of Telecom 
J&K organized an inter-
active awareness ses-
sion of the topics viz 
Myths regarding EMR 
Radiation and 5G Tech-
nology, its uses and 
cases in Govt. Polytech-
nic for Women, Jammu 
on Monday.

 Rajesh Gupta Asstt. 
Director Compliance, 
DOT, Ministry of Com-
munication Govt. of 
India,  Shubham Yadav, 
Asstt. Director DOT, 

and  Aadil Shafi from 
Reliance JIO were the 
resource persons on the 
occasion.

Er. Suket Gupta, Prin-
cipal, while interacting, 
welcomed the initiate of 
the Department of Tele-
com in organizing the 
awareness session in 
this Technical Institution.

Er. Naresh Gupta, HOD 
E&C introduced the team 
and the topic to the audi-
ence and deliberated 
upon the relevance and 
importance of these for 
the technocrats and cur-
riculum. 

While interacting/deliv-
ering the interactive 
lectures, the resource 
persons effectively con-
ducted the sessions, 
which were attended by 
the students of 4th and 
6th semester diploma 
students of E&C and 
Computer Engineering 
along with the faculty of 
the Institution. 

They cleared the Myths 
and doubts regard-
ing the EMR and also 
introduced candidates 
the effectively on latest 
mobile technologies and 
the future scope.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: 
Samsung, a consumer 
electronics brand, has 
launched its exclusive 
Holi Sale with bumper 
offers and cashback on 
a variety of Samsung 
products such as Galaxy 
Smartphones, laptops, 
tablets, accessories & 
wearables, Samsung 
TVs, and other digital 
appliances. 

These offers will be 
available on Samsung.
com, Samsung Shop 
App, and Samsung 
Exclusive Stores. Con-
sumers will get up to 
22.5% cashback (Up to 
INR 25000) on leading 
Bank Debit and Credit 
Cards.

During the Holi extrav-
aganza which will begin 
from March 15th and 
extend till March 26th, 
select models of Galaxy 
S series, Galaxy A series, 
and flagship models of 
Galaxy Z Series will be 
available at up to 60% off.

 Consumers can also 
avail up to 45% off on pur-
chasing Galaxy laptops 

such as Galaxy Book4 
360, Galaxy Book4 Pro, 
Galaxy Book4 Pro 360, 
Galaxy Book Go, Galaxy 
Book3 Ultra, and Galaxy 
Book3. Consumers 
buying select models of 
Galaxy tablets, wear-
ables and accessories 
can get up to 55% off.

Consumers purchasing 
premium and lifestyle 
models of Samsung tele-
visions can avail up to 
48% off with an additional 
exchange benefit of up 
to Rs 15250. Consumers 
buying select models of 
Neo QLED will also get 
an assured special gift of 
a 50” Serif television.

During the sale, con-
sumers buying Samsung 
digital appliances such 
as refrigerators will get 
up to 49% off, on select 
models and may also 
get exchange benefits 
up to Rs 15125. Select 

models of Samsung 
WindfreeTM AC will be 
available at up to 39% 
off with an additional 5% 
off on purchase of two 
or more ACs. Under the 
festive sale offer, con-
sumers also get a free 
installation worth Rs 
1415.Consumers pur-
chasing select models 
of EcobubbleTM range 
of fully automatic wash-
ing machines will get up 
to 50% off with exchange 
benefits up to Rs 15125.

On purchase of micro-
waves such as 28 litre 
SlimFry Microwave and 
32 litre Wi-Fi enabled 
Bespoke Microwave, 
consumers can avail up 
to 45% off. On purchase 
of smart monitors and 
gaming monitors, con-
sumers can avail up to 
59% off, with bank cash-
back up to 20%, and cart 
discount up to Rs 3000.

India benchmark bond yield at more 
than two-week high as US peers jump

‘Biocon not involved’: Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw says electoral 
bond donated to JD(S) is ‘personal’

Stock markets settle higher in volatile 
trade; metal, auto shares shine

Awareness session on EMR 
Radiation, 5G Technology held

Samsung announces ‘Holi Sale’ with ‘mega’ offers 
on samsung.com,  app and  exclusive stores



11SPORTSTop News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, March 18, 2024

Gulveer breaks record but 
misses Paris mark

NEW DELHI, Mar 
18 (Agencies): Asian 
Games bronze medal-
list Gulveer Singh shat-
tered the 16-year-old 
national record in the 
men’s 10,000m to finish 
second in his heat at 
The Ten in San Juan 

Capistrano in California.
The 25 -year-o ld 

clocked 27 minutes, 
41.81 seconds on Sat-
urday to better the ear-
lier national mark of 
28:02.89 by more than 
20 seconds that stood in 
Surendra Singh’s name 

since 2008.
However, Gulveer’s 

effort was not enough 
for Olympics qualifica-
tion as he missed the 
Paris Games qualifica-
tion time of 27:00.00 by 
over 41 seconds.

The other Indian in 
the heat, Kartik Kumar, 
finished ninth in the 
race with a timing of 
28:01.90, which was 
also better than Suren-
dra’s earlier national 
record.

Avinash Sable, who 
was competing in the 
same event, did not 
finish his heat, pulling 
out of the race in the 
15th lap at the 6000m 
mark.

In the women’s 
10,000m, Parul Chaud-
hary finished a disap-
pointing 20th, clock-
ing 32:02.08. She too 
missed the Paris quali-
fication, which stands at 
30:40.00.

AHMEDABAD, Mar 18 (Agen-
cies): Shubman Gill joined the 
Gujarat Titans team in Ahmed-
abad ahead of the 17th edition 
of the Indian Premier League. 
Gill will be leading GT in the IPL 
2024 after Hardik Pandya was 
traded to the Mumbai Indians.

The official social media 
handle of the Gujarat Titans 
posted pictures of Gill’s arrival. 
The star batter looked all smiles 
as he made a stylish entry while 
wearing a statement jacket and 
sunglasses. Gill received a 
warm welcome by the hotel staff 
amid huge grandeur. The fran-
chise captioned the post, “Wel-
come home Captain Gill! Our 
Skipper has officially landed!”

Gill took over the captaincy 
reins from Hardik after he 
returned to Mumbai Indians 
ahead of the IPL 2024 auction. 
Gill will be taking over a huge 
responsibility and will look for-

ward to carry the legacy built by 
Hardik in the last 2 years. Under 
the star all-rounder’s captaincy, 
Gujarat Titans won their maiden 
IPL title in their very first season 
in IPL 2022.

The Hardik-led side finished 
off as the runners-up in the IPL 
2023 after losing to the Chennai 
Super Kings in the final. With 

the change in guard, Gill took 
a massive leap in his young 
career and the 24-year-old was 
given a huge responsibility on 
the back of his successful stint 
with the Titans.

Gill won the orange cap in IPL 
2023 as he scored 890 runs in 
16 matches. He emerged as 
one of their key batters with 

1373 runs at a strike rate of 
147.79 in 2 years.

Gujarat Titans’ head coach, 
Ashish Nehra, also expressed 
excitement to see how Gill 
would operate as a captain.

“Very excited to see how Gill 
operates. The whole of India, not 
only me,” said Nehra as quoted 
by Cricinfo. “He is that kind of 
player. He is someone who is 
looking to play and looking to 
do well in all three formats. So 
we as a franchise, as a support 
staff, are really excited to help 
him grow as a person more than 
as a captain. If he grows as a 
person, then he will definitely be 
a better captain going forward.”

Gujarat Titans will be playing 
their 1st match of the season 
against the Hardik-led Mumbai 
Indians at the Narendra Modi 
Stadium, Ahmedabad on March 
24, Sunday.

IPL 2024: Gujarat captain Shubman Gill makes 
royal entry to join team camp

Shubman Gill has joined the Gujarat Titans in Ahmedabad ahead of the 17th edition of the 
Indian Premier League. The captain received a grand welcome on his arrival by the hotel staff.

CHENNAI, Mar 18 
(Agencies): The IPL 
2024 hype hit the roof 
on Monday morning as 
thousands logged in 
online to buy tickets for 
the opening match of 
the IPL 2024 between 
Chennai Super Kings 
and Royal Challengers 
Bangalore, scheduled 
for March 22. 

However, quite a few 
of them were left disap-
pointed as there were 
technical glitches with 
the process. The official 
ticketing partner took to 
social media on Monday 
afternoon to update the 
status of the ticket sale.

Chennai Super Kings 
set the ball rolling for 
IPL 2024 ticket sales by 
announcing the details 
for the ticketing for the 
opening match against 
Royal Challengers Ban-
galore, which will be 
hosted by the MA Chid-
ambaram Stadium. The 
5-time champions took 
to social media to share 
the link for the ticket 
sale at 9:30 am IST on 

Monday.
Within minutes of the 

start of the sale, quite 
a few fans shared 
screenshots of errors in 
the booking page and 
timed out messages on 
the website of the official 
ticketing partner.

While a few fans took 
to social media to share 
the news of them find-
ing success with ticket 
booking, a majority of 
the fans expressed dis-
appointment at having 
not been able to get 

hold of their tickets to 
the much-anticipated 
opener.

The ticketing partner 
then put fans in a queue 
and several of them took 
to social media, sug-
gesting it was a never-
ending wait tickets.

“Dear fans, Thank you 
for the overwhelming 
response to the TATA 
IPL 2024 opening match 
between Chennai Super 
Kings and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore.

“Unfortunately, an 

unforeseen techni-
cal issue that arose 
unexpectedly would 
have caused an incon-
venience to you. We 
would like to sincerely 
apologise for this expe-
rience. Our top priority is 
to provide a reliable and 
seamless experience 
and we are committed 
to ensuring the same.

“We will be up and 
running very soon. 
Stay tuned for further 
updates,” the official 
ticketing partner PayTM 

Insider said in a social 
media post.

IPL 2024 is all set to 
have an opening cer-
emony on Friday before 
the big-ticket clash 
between South Indian 
rivals, Chennai Super 
Kings and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore. The 
hype around the contest 
has hit the roof as MS 
Dhoni and Virat Kohli will 
be going head-to-head 
for the first time since 
last year.

Dhoni is returning to 
action after undergoing 
knee surgery last year. 
The 5-time champion 
is looking fit and fired-
up for the new season 
with speculation around 
his future in the IPL rife, 
once again.

On the other hand, 
Virat Kohli will be looking 
to return to form soon 
after having returned 
from a lengthy break 
that saw him miss the 
5-Test series against 
England.

IPL 2024 CSK vs RCB ticket sale: Fans 
disappointed as technical glitch surfaces

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 (Agencies): 
India’s spin twins, Ravindra Jadeja and 
Ravichandran Ashwin, displayed their 
camaraderie and humor in a delight-
ful exchange on social media. Ashwin 
came up with a hilarious response to 
Jadeja’s fluent Tamil message, con-
gratulating him. 

Notably, Ashwin and Jadeja have 
been India’s most successful Test 
bowling pair, when they went past Anil 
Kumble and Harbhajan Singh’s record 
during the first Test match against Eng-
land in Hyderabad.

At a ceremony hosted by the Tamil 
Nadu Cricket Association to celebrate 
Ashwin’s extraordinary feats of attain-
ing 500 Test wickets and participating in 
his 100th Test match, Jadeja seized the 
moment to convey his admiration and 
felicitations, channeling the iconic style 
of Tamil cinema legend Rajinikanth.

“Hi Ash anna, congratulation on your 
100th Test match and 500 Test wickets. 
I am very, very happy for you, and your 
contribution to Indian cricket has been 
amazing. You can continue taking a lot 
of wickets and sharing your mastermind 
with me so that I can also take a few 
wickets and become a great legend like 
you,” said Jadeja.

Jadeja, in a fluent Tamil message, 
playfully addressed Ashwin by drawing 

inspiration from a classic Rajnikanth 
movie, “Thillu Mullu,” where he likened 
their partnership to the film’s iconic 
characters, Indran and Chandran. 
“And we also share the same name as 
well. I am Ravi Indran and you’re Ravi 
Chandran. 

Meesha vachavan Indran, meesha 
vaykathavan Chandran (The one with 
the moustache Indran and the one with-
out the moustache, Chandran),” Jadeja 
quipped, showcasing not just his crick-
eting skills but also his knack for engag-
ing in light-hearted banter.

Jadeja alludes to Rajinikanth’s char-
acters Indran and Chandran from the 
1981 movie ‘Thillu Mullu’. Rajinikanth, 
aka Chandran, disguises himself as 
Indran after lying to his supervisor. In 
the hilarious blockbuster, Chandran 
sports a moustache whereas Indran 
does not.

Ashwin’s response to this humor-
ous message was equally entertain-
ing. Overwhelmed with surprise and 
unable to contain his laughter, Ashwin 
expressed his amusement at Jadeja’s 
unexpected Tamil prowess. “Jaddu. I 
couldn’t control my surprise and laugh-
ter through and through your mes-
sage,” Ashwin told Jadeja, highlighting 
the strong bond and mutual respect 
between the two cricketing stalwarts.

Ashwin’s hilarious reply to 
Ravindra Jadeja’s fluent Tamil 
message is unmissable

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 (Agencies): 
Royal Challengers Bangalore clinched 
their long overdue trophy, winning the 
Women’s Premier League (WPL) 2024 
title. While the men’s team still hasn’t 
won the Indian Premier League (IPL) 
title, the women’s team went all the 
way in only the second season of the 
Women’s Premier League. As Smriti 
Mandhana’s side clinched the title, 
beating the Delhi Capitals in the final 
on Sunday, Vijay Mallya, former owner 
of the franchise’s men’s team, took to 
social media to congratulate the team.

“Heartiest congratulations to the RCB 
Women’s Team for winning the WPL. It 
would be a fantastic double if the RCB 
Men’s Team won the IPL which is long 
overdue. Good Luck,” the businessman 
posted on X (formerly Twitter).

After the final, RCB women’s team 
captain Smriti Mandhana said she got 
solid backing from the management 
after their failure to win the Women’s 
Premier League last year, which went a 
long way in them lifting the title here on 

Sunday. She said the 2023 campaign 
“taught us a lot of things” as her team 
beat Delhi Capitals by eight wickets to 
land the title.

By winning the WPL title, RCB’s 
women bunch has managed to achieve 
what their men’s team could not do over 
16 years. But, Mandhana was thank-
ful to the franchise’s loyal fanbase for 
always supporting the side.

“Last year taught us a lot of things, as 
a player, as a captain and as a team. 
The management, the way they backed 
me during the review after the season…
they have been through a lot and a big 
thumbs up (to them),” Mandhana said 
at the post-match presentation.

On the title victory, the soutphaw said, 
“The feeling has not sunk in yet, maybe 
it will take time. Hard for me to come out 
with a lot of expressions. Only thing I 
want to say is I am proud of the bunch.

“We have been through ups and 
downs but they have stuck at it, and 
the way we have gotten past the line 
(tonight), it was amazing. Our Banga-
lore leg was really good. We had two 
tough losses (in Delhi). That is what we 
talked about.

“The last league match was like a 
quarter, then the semi and then the 
final. In such tournaments, you have 
to peak at the right time.” The spin pair 
of Shreyanka Patil (4/12) and Sophie 
Molineux (3/20) helped RCB bowl out 
DC for 113, and then, talismanic skip-
per Mandhana (31), Sophie Devine (32) 
and Elysse Perry (35 not out) saw them 
home with three balls to spare.

Vijay Mallya Reacts As RCB Women 
Win WPL 2024 Title While Men’s 
Team Awaits

BASEL (SWITZER-
LAND), Mar 18 (Agen-
cies): Star Indian shut-
tler Lakshya Sen is 
expected to continue his 
purple patch, while two-
time Olympic medallist 
PV Sindhu will strive to 
regain top form at the 
Swiss Open Super 300 
tournament, beginning 
here on Tuesday.

After first-round losses 
at the Malaysia Super 
1000 and India Super 
750 earlier in the year, 
Sen has gained momen-
tum. The 22-year-old 
enters the USD 210,000 
tournament on the back 
of semifinal appearanc-
es at the French Open 
and All England Cham-
pionships.

The seventh-seeded 
Indian will open his cam-
paign against Malaysian 
Leong Jun Hao and is 
likely to cross paths with 
2021 world champion 
Lee Zii Jia.

Former world No. 1 
Kidambi Srikanth will 

face Asian Games 
bronze medallist Wang 
Tzu-wei of Chinese 
Taipei in the first round 
while young Priyanshu 
Rajawat will take on 
Hong Kong’s fourth 
seed Lee Cheuk Yiu.

After making headway 
in the French Open ear-
lier this month, Sindhu, 
who is on a comeback 

trail after recovering 
from a left knee injury, 
made an early exit from 
the All England Cham-
pionship. She was guilty 
of committing several 
unforced errors and the 
former world champion 
would look to improve 
on that aspect.

The fourth-seeded 
Indian will once again 

meet  Ger many ’s 
Yvonne Li, who retired 
against Sindhu in the All 
England Championship 
opener last week.

She will face a tough 
customer in Busanan 
Ongbamrungphan in 
the quarterfinals and if 
she manages to tame 
the Thai shuttler, Sindhu 
is likely to face in-form 

reigning All England 
champion and nemesis 
Carolina Marin of Spain.

The other Indian in 
the fray in the wom-
en’s singles, Aakrashi 
Kashyap has a tough 
draw. She will open her 
campaign against Can-
ada’s Michelle Li and if 
she emerges victorious, 
she will face the winner 
of the clash between 
Japan’s Nozomi Oku-
hara and seventh seed 
Ratchanok Intanon of 
Thailand.

The sixth-seeded pair 
of Ashwini Ponnappa 
and Tanisha Crasto, 
who have been in good 
touch, will cross swords 
with the Indonesian 
combination of Meilysa 
Trias Puspitasari and 
Rachel Allessya Rose.

Treesa Jolly and Gay-
atri Gopichand, who 
have been seeded 
eighth, will have to fight 
it out against the Ameri-
can duo of Annie Xu and 
Kerry Xu.

Lakshya Sen, PV Sindhu spearhead 
India’s challenge in Swiss Open

Sen will open his campaign against Malaysian Leong Jun Hao and is likely to cross paths 
with 2021 world champion Lee Zii Jia



  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020       STATE
  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020       STATE

      12LOCAL Top News of J&K
Jammu, Monday, March 18, 2024

Edited, Printed, Published and Owned by: Rajiv Mahajan, Office : 17- New Rehari Jammu, Published from 17- New Rehari Jammu, and Printed from  GK Offset Printing Press 
situated at Shivalik Puram Janipur, Jammu on behalf of Rajiv Mahajan. Senior Editor : M. K Bangroo, Executive Editor : Anita Gupta,   Photo Journalist: Aman Sharma  (9906198186), 

Head Office Jammu. Mobile No : (9906300707, 9086072548),  Fax No: 0191-2561688.   
e-mail: topnewsjk@gmail.com, editortopnewsjk@gmail.com 

(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Mar 
18: Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Udhampur, Ministry of 
Youth Affairs & Sports, 
Govt of India organised 
“Neighbourhood Youth 
Parliament” on the theme 
“Nasha Mukt Bharat” in 
collaboration with NSS 
Unit of Govt College For 
Women, Udhampur at 
Riwaayat. District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
Saloni Rai  inaugurated 
the event along with Chief 
Education Officer Geeta 
Bangotra, District Youth 
Officer Khushal Gupta, 
District Panchayat Offi-
cer Dr. Preeti Sharma 
(JKAS), DSWO  Kanika 
Gupta (JKAS) NSS PO 
Dr. Ajay Kumar Sharma 
and NSS PO Atul Rasyal. 
The programme wit-
nessed participation 
of more than thousand 
youth belonging to dif-
ferent parts of the district.

Deputy Commissioner 
Saloni Rai presided over 

the event and lead the 
signature campaign of 
SVEEP. 

She urged the new 
voters to get registered 
and motivate others to 
participate mandatorily 
in voting. Focussing on 
the theme, she deliber-
ated on various mea-
sures being taken by the 
district administration to 
curb the menace of drug 
addiction. 

The event started with 

the traditional lamp light-
ening ceremony followed 
by the welcome address 
by District Youth Offi-
cer Khushal Gupta. He 
briefed the audience 
about the objectives of 
organising such pro-
grammes and urged the 
youth to get registered 
in MY Bharat portal. 
All the par ticipants 
were given MY Bharat 
badges and they reg-
istered themselves on 

MY Bharat portal. Prof. 
Preeti Sharma from GCW 
Udhampur delivered an 
awareness lecture on 
Nari Shakti, Prof Pardeep 
Singh delivered lecture 
on New India - New Ini-
tiatives focussing on the 
various developments 
made by the nation 
during the recent years. 
Prof Ajay K Sharma (NSS 
PO) delivered lecture on 
Viksit Bharat whereas 
Atul Rasyal gave an 

awareness lecture on 
SVEEP. 

The teams of GCW 
Udhampur participated 
in the Mock Parliament 
organised on “Nasha 
Mukt Bharat” thereby 
propagating important 
message of parliamenta-
ry procedures and steps 
taken by the govt. to make 
India, a drug free nation. 
Cultural teams from 
GCW Udhampur and 
I.T.I Udhampur also made 
the programme colourful 
by their performance in 
various cultural activi-
ties. Prominent among 
others present on the 
occasion included Prof. 
Yash Kumar, Kuldeep 
Singh, and Prof. Shama 
Rani. The entire event 
was anchored by Barsha 
Sharma and Bharti Devi. 
At the end mementoes 
and certificates were 
distributed among the 
guests and participants. 
The event ended with 
vote of thanks by APA 
Souravdeep Singh.

NYK Udhampur organises district level 
neighbourhood youth parliament 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: Shiv Sena (UBT) Jammu and Kashmir 
unit has demanded that teachers should be allowed to 
remain teachers and educated unemployed youth should 
be given opportunity. Party State Chief Manish Sahni 
along with Vice President Sanjeev Kohli today met the Atal 
Dulloo Chief Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir regarding 
the above demands and submitted a memorandum.

Party state chief Manish Sahni said that voices of protest 
have been continuously raised regarding the posting of 
teachers on special duty.

The Right to Education Act also prohibits teachers from 
doing any kind of non-academic work.

According to the Election Commission of India, there is a 
provision for appointment of Anganwadi workers, Patwari/
Amin/Lekhpal, health workers, contract teachers, meter 
readers, mid-day meal workers etc. as BLOs, there is no 
mention of teachers anywhere in these.

Sahni said that teachers are performing an important 
responsibility. Those who are being forced to compromise 
with their real duty by getting entangled in other special 
duties.

 Sahni said that the literacy rate in Jammu and Kashmir 
is only 68 percent which is a matter of deep concern.

Sahni said that it has been suggested to give such spe-
cial duty to the educated unemployed youth, which can 
curb the increasing unemployment in Jammu and Kashmir 
to some extent.

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Mar 18: An interactive workshop with Village 
Defence Committee (VDC) members was organised at 
Siyal-Sui, Rajouri.

 A total of 115 VDC members and trainer were present 
during the workshop. During the workshop, the members 
displayed their training prowess and skill in weapon 
handling.

 All the members of VDC were assisted towards further 
improving their self defence capabilities and emphasis 
was laid on the role of Village Defence Committee. 

A lecture cum demonstration on Weapon Handling, 
Cleaning, Musketry and Minor Repairs of Weapons was 
conducted as part of the workshop. 

The event was also utilized to exchange views on the 
role of VDC including motivating youngsters for joining 
defence services & stay away from Narcotics.

Shiv Sena demands exemption of 
teachers from non-academic work

Army organises Interactive 
Workshop with Village Defence 
Committee at Siyal-Sui   Top News Report

KATHUA, Mar 18: Dr. Yash Paul 
Sharma, Associate Professor in Urdu was 
unanimously elected as the staff secre-
tary of Govt. Degree College, Kathua. 
The election process was conducted in 
the meeting of all the staff members in 
the Smart Classroom. The name of Dr. 
Yash Paul Sharma was proposed by Dr. 
Ram Singh, Associate Professor and 
Head Department of Education, and sec-
onded by Prof. Ravinder Kour, Associate 
Professor in Physics. All the staff mem-
bers present in the meeting unanimously 
accepted the proposal and the name of 
Staff Secretary was announced by Dr. 
S.K. Karlupia, Associate Professor and 
Head, Department of Geology. 

In his address Dr. Yash Paul Sharma 
thanked the faculty members for unani-
mously electing him as representative 
of the staff. He assured that he will work 
with honesty, dedication, zeal, and enthu-
siasm and render his tireless services for 
the welfare and betterment of the staff 
members and the development of the 
college. He further added that he will act 
as a bridge between the college admin-
istration and faculty, and sort out all the 
issues and grievances amicably. Dr. Yash 
Paul impressed upon  the staff members 
for their full cooperation and support. 

Dr. R.K. Pandita, Associate Professor 
and Head, Department of Zoology, in his 
address congratulated the new Staff Sec-
retary and wished him all the success for 
the new endeavour. Principal of the Col-
lege, Prof. Seema Mir, also congratulated 
Dr. Yash Paul Sharma. Senior faculty 
members namely Prof. Jagdish Kumar, 
Dr. Dinesh Jasrotia, Prof. Gurdial, Prof. 
Neelam Bhagat Proceedings of the elec-
tion was conducted by Dr. R.K. Manhas, 
Associate Professor in Botany.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 18: 
Today while interaction 
with media, Yuva Rajput 
Sabha (YRS) Spokesper-
son and Media Coordina-
tor Vishal Singh briefs 
that a program of Rajput 
community was held in 
Rajouri and Poonch Dis-
trict , these meeting pro-
grams was organized by 
the various local people 
of Rajouri and Poonch. 
YRS president Vikram 
Singh Vicky along with 
Team  in which Former 
president Sur inder 
Singh Gilli, Rajan Singh 
Happy,  Core commit-
tee members Rajinder 

Singh, Mohan Singh, 
Shamsher Singh and all 
stakeholders are present 
and attend these impor-
tant meetings at Jawahar 
Nagar Rajouri and then 
Main Bazar Poonch .

While hearing the prob-
lems of people,  Vikram 
along with their team dis-
cusses about problems 
faced by Rajput Commu-
nity and people of Hilly 
and borders belts.

Whi le addressing 
people Gilli briefs that  we 
have to work on ground 
level and our most impor-
tant demand is Rajput 
Welfare Board and it is 
very necessary of needy 
ones. Rajan also appeal 

people to stay united for 
the issues of J&K. Team 
YRS also announced 
some important posts in 
Rajouri and Poonch in 
which YRS gaves them 
some important duties. 

While addressing media 
at YRS Head office Ban-
talab,  Vishal Singh brief 
that Team YRS decided 
to took steps for the rights 
of Rajput community and 
political parties have to 
declare some Welfare 
decisions for Rajput and 
Dogra Community spe-
cially in their upcoming 
Election manifesto and 
they appeal people to 
make unity for the better-
ment of Jammu Province.

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 18: Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi 
University (SMVDU) 
embarked on a journey 
towards holistic stu-
dent development with 
an exhilarating trekking 
event to Devi Pindi Mata 
Mandir near Panthal 
(Katra). 

Organized by Dr. Varun 
Dutta, Assistant Profes-
sor, SMVDU, Dr. Rajiv 
Kumar, NSS Coordinator 
and  Gourav Jamwal, the 
event aimed at foster-
ing personal growth and 
enhancing the overall 
personality of the stu-
dents. 

The event received an 
enthusiastic response 
from the student body, 
with participants gearing 
up for an adventurous 
expedition amidst the 
picturesque landscapes 
of this route. Flagging off 
the event, Prof. Balbir 
Singh, Dean of Academ-
ic Affairs, extended his 
heartfelt wishes to the 
participating students.

 He emphasized the 
significance of such 
initiatives in nurturing 
a well-rounded devel-

opment for the student 
community. Prof. Singh 
highlighted the impor-
tance of outdoor activi-
ties in instilling resilience, 
teamwork, and leader-
ship skills among the 
students. 

During the trekking 
event, students had the 
unique opportunity to 
immerse themselves in 
the rich local culture sur-
rounding this trek route. 

From interacting with 
villagers to experienc-
ing their culture, the stu-
dents gained invaluable 
insights into the vibrant 
cultural tapestry of the 
region. This experiential 
learning not only deep-
ened their understanding 
of the local heritage but 
also fostered a sense of 
appreciation and respect 

for diverse cultures. 
Through such interac-

tions, students not only 
expanded their horizons 
but also forged mean-
ingful connections with 
the communities they 
encountered along the 
way, contributing to their 
holistic development 
and cultural aware-
ness. Vice Chancellor, 
SMVDU, Prof. (Dr.) Pra-
gati Kumar expressed 
heartfelt appreciation for 
the dedicated efforts put 
in by the organizing team 
in orchestrating such a 
remarkable event.

With the successful 
culmination of the trek-
king event, SMVDU reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to nurturing the holistic 
development of its stu-
dents. 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 18: The 

identity of any com-
munity is defined by its 
language, culture, and 
heritage. A community 
that forgets its language, 
culture, and heritage 
ceases to exist. Keeping 
this in mind, in 2013 the 
Doordarshan Approved 
Drama Artists Asso-
ciation demand to give 
Jammu Doordarshan 
Centre the status of a 
satellite Duggar channel 
before the government so 
that their language, cul-
ture, and heritage could 
reach every household. 

To achieve this demand, 
DADAA met with then MP 
Late Madan Lal Sharma 
and Lal Singh and 
requested them to raise 
our demand on the floor 
of Lok Sabha. Unfortu-
nately, they did not take 
our demand seriously. 

After this incident, 
DADAA’s representa-
tive met with Gulchain 
Singh Charak, President 
of Dogra Sadar Sabha. 
Our demand was then 

presented to Information 
Minister Manish Tiwari, 
home minister Sushil 
Kumar Shinde, Defense 
Minister A.K. Antony, 
Culture Minister Chan-
dresh Kumari Katoch and 
Rajya Sabha member Dr. 
Karan Singh who wrote a 
letter to Prasar Bharati’s 
Chief requesting him to 
fulfill our demand.

As a result of these 
efforts on February 14th 
2014 it was decided in a 
meeting of Prasar Bharati 
Board that Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh, 
Jharkhand Chhattisgarh 
and Jammu regional 
Doordarshan centres 
would be converted into 
satellite channels except 
for Jammu which was left 
out.

According to a letter 
from Prasar Bharati 
Doordarshan’s Direc-
tor General numbered 
9/23/2013-Pl dated 
January 1st 2015 there 
is a proposal to convert 
Jammu Doordarshan 
Centre into a satellite 
channel which would 

be operational 24x7 if 
budget is provided by 
Information & Broad-
casting Ministry/Prasar 
Bharati but even after 
nine years it has not been 
granted.

DADAA continues its 
struggle even today. 
During this struggle 
DADAA’s representative 
met with present MP Dr. 
Jitendra Singh, Jugal 
Kishore, Rajya Sabha 
member Shamsher 
Singh, Panther Party 
Chief Harsh Dev Singh, 
BJP Minister Priya Sethi, 
Information & Broad-
casting Minister Anurag 
Thakur, former Governor 
Advisor Skandan Krish-
na, KK Sharma, Central 
representative Dinesh-
war Sharma, BJP Jammu 
Kashmir Gen. Secretary 
Ashok Kaul, senior BJP 
leader Devinder Rana, 
Democratic Progressive 
Azad Party President 
Ghulam Nabi Azad along 
with other organizations’ 
presidents but nobody 
took our demand seri-
ously.

Top News Report

KATRA, Mar 18: NSS 
unit of SMVDU Katra 
organized an awareness 
program on Ayushman 
card in collaboration with 
Aanganwadi centre of 
Sirah-Kotla panchayat. 

The door- to -door 
awareness program was 
organized in Kakryal vil-
lage under Sirah-Kotla 
panchayat with ASHA 
(Accredited Social Health 
Activist) workers of the 

Anganwadi centre. The 
details of the program 
were briefed by Dr. Prakriti 
heading community health 
centre of the area. 

Volunteers briefed vil-
lagers about the benefits 
of Ayushman card and its 
new features like patient 
history are now available 
online. 

Volunteers also distrib-
uted fruits to small chil-
dren of the village during 
the campaign. Around 40 
NSS volunteers actively 

participated in the said 
drive. NSS student coor-
dinator, Sadhvi Sharma 
led the event successfully. 

The campaign lasted 
for around 2 hours. NSS 
Coordinator, Dr. Rajiv 
Kumar was also present 
during the said drive in 
the village. Vice Chancel-
lor, Prof. Pragati Kumar 
appreciated the efforts of 
the NSS team for organiz-
ing the program and col-
laborating with the local 
health centre.

Dr Yash Paul elected as Staff 
Secretary of GDC Kathua

Team YRS attends Biradari Program,  
discuss  various issues of Rajput community

SMVDU organizes trekking to 
Devi Pindi Mata Mandir

DADAA demands Duggar 
channel

NSS SMVDU collaborates 
with Aanganwadi Centre for 
Ayushman card awareness


