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Randeep Hooda says his film 
will counter decades of 

propaganda against Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar

Mamata Banerjee announces 
hike in salaries of Anganwadi 

workers in West Bengal

Michelle Obama ‘will not be 
running’ for US President, 

says office

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 6: The 

Bakshi Stadium here has 
been draped in national 
tricolour for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
visit on Thursday even 
as stringent security 
arrangements have been 
put in place to ensure the 
high profile event passes 
off peacefully.

Prime Minister Modi will 
participate in the ‘Viksit 
Bharat Viksit Jammu 
Kashmir’ programme at 
the Bakshi stadium on 
Thursday.

The officials said that 
tight security arrange-
ments have been made 
for the visit of the prime 
minister, which will be his 
first to the valley since 
abrogation of Article 370 
in 2019.

The security forces 
have been deployed in 
numbers all along the 

routes to be taken by 
Prime Minister Modi 
during his stay in Sri-
nagar while barricades 
have been established at 
many places to prevent 
movement of the people 
during the VVIP visit, the 
officials said.

Drones and CCTV cam-
eras are being used for 
surveillance while foot 
patrolling by the security 
forces has been intensi-
fied in a two kilometre 
radius around the venue.

Marine commandos 
have been deployed in 
river Jhelum and Dal 
Lake to prevent the use 
of these water bodies for 
any subversive activities, 
they said.

Several schools fall-
ing along the route to be 
taken by the prime minis-
ter have been closed for 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day while board exami-

nations scheduled to be 
held on Thursday have 
been postponed till next 
month.

Prime Minister Modi, 
during the visit, will dedi-
cate to the nation Rs 
5,000 crore programme 
– the ‘Holistic Agricul-
ture Development Pro-
gramme’ – for boosting 
agri-economy in Jammu 
and Kashmir, an official 
handout said here on 
Wednesday.

Modi will also dedicate 
to the nation and launch 
multiple projects worth 
over Rs 1,400 crore 
under Swadesh Darshan 
and PRASHAD (Pilgrim-
age Rejuvenation And 
Spiritual, Heritage Aug-
mentation Drive) scheme, 
including the project for 
‘Integrated Development 
of Hazratbal Shrine’, Sri-
nagar.\

HIMACHAL PRADESH, 
Mar 6 (Agencies): Two 
people died and 472 
roads were blocked as 
landslides and avalanch-
es hit different parts of 
Himachal Pradesh on 
Tuesday, officials said.

Lahaul and Spiti district 
was the worst hit with 287 
roads blocked and no 
electricity for the past 60 
hours, they said.

The meteorological 
department has issued 
a ‘yellow’ warning for 
thunderstorms at isolated 
places in the hill state on 
Wednesday.

Two labourers died 
when a landslide struck 
while they were sleeping 
in a makeshift house in 
Solan district, police said.

The incident occurred 
in Gahar village in the 
Dharampur area of the 
district on Monday mid-

night.
They said the bodies 

have been sent for post-
mortem examination.

Four  ava lanches 
occurred between the 
north portal of Atal 
Tunnel, Rohtang and 
Tandi in Lahaul and Spiti. 
There were no casualties, 
the officials said.

The  ava lanc hes 
occurred near the north 
portal of Atal Tunnel, 

Pagal nullah, Gom-
pathang and Tandi petrol 
pump. Efforts to clear the 
roads are underway, they 
said.

As many as 472 roads, 
including five national 
highways, were closed in 
the evening due to mul-
tiple avalanches and land-
slides caused by rain and 
snowfall over the past few 
days, they said.

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 
(Agencies) BRamesh-
waram cafe blast accused 
as seen in NIA’s wanted 
poster wears glasses 
and a cap. NIA said the 
informer’s identity will be 
kept secret.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency on Wednes-
day announced a Rs 
10 lakh cash reward for 
any information on the 
man who planted the 
low-intensity IED in the 
Rameshwaram cafe lead-
ing to a blast on March 1 
injuring at least 10 people 
who were there in the 
cafe. The NIA released 
a sketch of the accused 
in the ‘wanted’ poster 
and said the identity of 
the informer will be kept 
secret.

No arrest has been 
made yet in the blast case 
so far while the manhunt 

is on both by the Central 
Crime Branch and the 
NIA. The NIA began its 
probe on Tuesday after 
the Union home ministry 
directed it to take up the 
investigation as the Kar-
nataka government did 
not hand over the probe 
to the central agency.

Karnataka home minis-
ter G Parameshwara on 
Wednesday said the city 
police found vital clues 
and inching closer to 
cracking the case.

Following the blast 
which sent shockwaves 
to the city, the cafe was 
closed and will only 
reopen on March 8.

On March 1, when 
there was the lunch hour 
rush in the popular cafe, 
an explosion took place 
injuring 10 though the 
injuries were not serious. 
Piecing together CCTV 

footage, the sleuths found 
out that a man who came 
an hour before to the cafe 
and stayed inside the 
cafe only for a few min-
utes left behind the bag 
that had the IED with a 
timer. The man ordered 
a plate of rava idli but did 
not have it.

Based on this footage, 
a grainy photo of the 
suspected accused went 
viral. The NIA ‘wanted’ 
notice on Wednesday 
confirmed that the man 
from the viral photo is 
being zeroed in on as the 
suspect. The suspect is a 
tall man of a slim build and 
his age can be between 
30 to 40 years. In the ear-
lier photos obtained from 
CCTV inside the cafe, he 
was seen with a mask but 
in the photo released by 
the NIA today, his face is 
more revealed.

SHAJAPUR, Mar 6 
(Agencies): Rahul Gan-
dhi’s Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra witnessed a sur-
prise encounter at Sha-
japur city of Madhya 
Pradesh on Tuesday 
when BJP supporters 
cheered “Modi-Modi” 
as his convoy passed 
through the area.

The Congress leader 
halted the procession to 
engage with the chanting 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) workers, who also 
offered potatoes to him 
while he blew a kiss in 
response.

Later in the evening, 
Gandhi mentioned about 
the incident during his 
address to a gathering, 
saying that it was easy 
to face such incidents 
by opening “mohabbat 
ki dukan” (shop of love) 
in “nafrat ka bazaar” 
(market of hatred).

The yatra, which 
entered BJP- ruled 
Madhya Pradesh on Sat-
urday, encountered a 

group of BJP supporters 
led by corporator Mukesh 
Dubey, praising Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
along the way.

Gandhi, upon spotting 
the group, paused the 
convoy to interact with 
them, exchanging greet-
ings and handshakes as 
the BJP workers cheered 
“Jai Shri Ram”.

Speaking to PTI later, 
BJP corporator Dubey 
mentioned Gandhi’s 
gesture in response to 
their slogans, stating he 
welcomed the Congress 
leader and even present-
ed potatoes to him. “I told 

Gandhi that you are wel-
come,” he said.

The yatra proceeded to 
Ujjain later in the day.

Addressing a gather-
ing from his vehicle in 
Ujjain, Gandhi said, 
“Open a shop of love in 
the market of hatred. This 
is quite easy. It is not that 
difficult.”

“Sometimes it happens 
during the yatra, like it 
happened today. Three-
four people from BJP 
were standing with flags. 
They were shouting. I got 
down from the vehicle 
and shook hands 

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 
(Agencies) Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday hit out at the 
TMC government in West 
Bengal, stating that the 
‘storm of Sandeshkhali’ 
will reach every part of 
West Bengal. Modi was 
addressing a women’s 
rally at  Barasat in North 
24 Parganas district when 
he targetted the TMC for 
the Sandeskhali atroci-
ties.

Adding that ‘Nari Shakti’ 
(woman power) will play 
a pivotal role in decimat-
ing the ruling TMC in the 
state, the Prime Minister 
said whatever happened 
with women in Sandesh-
khali is a matter of shame. 

“TMC leaders are com-
mitting atrocities against 
sisters and daughters of 
poor, Dalit and tribal fami-
lies at various places. The 
women of Bengal and the 
country are angry. This 
storm of Sandeshkhali 
will reach every part of 
West Bengal, and deci-
mate the TMC across the 

state,” Modi added.
The riverine island of 

Sandeshkhali in North 
24 Parganas district has 
been on the boil over alle-
gations of sexual atroci-
ties on women and land 
grabbing by suspended 
TMC leader Shajahan 
Sheikh and his cohorts.

He also accused the 
TMC of protecting the 
accused, stating that the 
ruling party had full faith 

in their leader but not in 
the women. “The state 
govt has got a shock from 
the High Court as well as 
the Supreme Court. TMC 
leaders have done atroci-
ties on the women of the 
state,” said the Prime 
Minister in his second 
visit to the state this year.

He further attacked 
the TMC, saying that it 
did not let the Women 
Helpline function in the 

state. “For easy regis-
tration of women’s com-
plaints, we had arranged 
for a ‘Women Helpline’, 
but the TMC govt is not 
letting it operate in West 
Bengal. This TMC govt 
can never work for the 
welfare of women,” said 
the Prime Minister.

He also addressed the 
‘Parivaar’ remarks made 
against him. 

Bakshi Stadium draped in National 
Tricolour for PM Modi’s visit

Two killed as landslides, 
avalanches hit parts of HP

Rameshwaram cafe blast: NIA announces 
Rs 10 lakh for tip on bomber

Rahul Gandhi greeted with ‘Modi-Modi’ 
chants, potatoes by BJP workers in MP; 
he responds with flying kiss

PM Modi warns Mamata of ‘storm of Sandeshkhali’, 
says women power will decimate TMC

Top News Report
SRINAGAR, Mar 6: A 

court here has given life 
imprisonment to a man in 
a 2022 acid attack case 
and also imposed a fine 
of Rs 40 lakh that would 
be recovered from his 
property.

The victim girl was 
attacked on February 1, 
2022 by two people, one 
of whom was a juvenile, 
who wanted to “teach 
her a lesson and take 
revenge” on her for spurn-
ing a marriage proposal.

“The court awards life 
imprisonment to the con-
vict while terming the 
case a brutal and inhu-
man act. The accused, 
Sajid Rather, has been 
convicted under 326 A 
and section 34 of IPC.

LADAKH, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): Despite the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) accepting Ladakh 
leaders' demands for 
the establishment of a 
Public Services Com-
mission (PSC) and the 
partial implementation 
of the Sixth Schedule 
through elected Ladakh 
Hill Development Coun-
cils (LADHC) in Leh and 
Kargil, the Leh Apex Body 
(LAB) and Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) 
have called for a Ladakh 
Bandh on Wednesday.

They have insisted on 
the full implementation 
of the Sixth Schedule 
alongside Statehood. 
This decision follows 
Tuesday's Sub-Commit-
tee meeting and talks 
with Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

7 arrested in UP 
Police recruitment 
exam paper leak 
case

MEERUT, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): The Uttar Pradesh 
Police’s Special Task 
Force (STF) has arrest-
ed seven people from 
Meerut and Delhi for their 
alleged involvement in 
the recent police recruit-
ment exam paper leak 
case, officials said today.

The accused are 
alleged to be members 
of a gang involved in 
the question paper leak 
of the Uttar Pradesh 
Recruitment and Promo-
tion Board examination 
on February 17 and 18, 
the STF said in a state-
ment.

The state government 
had cancelled the exam 
following allegations 
of a mass scale paper 
leak. Some people were 
arrested earlier this 
month.

HC sets aside 
suspension of 7 
BJP MLAs from 
Delhi Assembly

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 
(Agencies): The Delhi 
High Court on Wednes-
day set aside the sus-
pension of seven BJP 
MLAs from the Leg-
islative Assembly for 
interrupting Lieutenant 
Governor V K Saxena’s 
address at the start of 
the Budget session.

The seven Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) 
MLAs -- Mohan Singh 
Bisht, Ajay Mahawar, O P 
Sharma, Abhay Verma, 
Anil Bajpai, Jitender 
Mahajan and Vijender 
Gupta -- moved the court 
last month, challenging 
their suspension from 
the Assembly till the con-
clusion of the proceed-
ings before the privileges 
committee.

“The writ petitions are 
allowed,” Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad said 
while pronouncing the 
order.

KU Postpones 
exams scheduled 
for tomorrow

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Mar 6: 
University of Kashmir on 
Wednesday announced 
postponement of exams 
scheduled for tomorrow 
– March 7, 2024.

“It is notified for the 
information of all con-
cerned candidates that 
all the examinations of 
University of Kashmir, 
which were scheduled 
to be held on 07/03/2024 
stand postponed,” reads 
a notification.

“Fresh dates shall be 
issued soon,” reads the 
notification further.

The varsity officials 
however didn’t specify 
any reason for postpone-
ment of the exams.

J&K Court Awards 
Life Sentence to 
man in 2022 acid 
attack case

Ladakh Bandh today 
amid deadlock over 
Sixth Schedule, 
Statehood demand
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KATHUA, March 06: 
The two day 1st Inter-
national Conference on 
Health, Fitness, Yoga 
and Sports Science 
organized by IQAC & 
Department of Physical 
Education & Sports in 
Collaboration with the 
Foundation for Global 
Community Health, USA 
through hybrid mode was 
successfully concluded 
today at Govt. Degree 
College, Kathua. More 
than 250 Indian and for-
eign delegates and emi-
nent speakers around the 
globe attended the con-
ference offline as well as 
on a virtual platform. This 
international conference, 
the first of this kind in 
J&K highlighted the role 
and essence of sports 
science, yoga and nutri-
tion in fitness and overall 
health of the community 
in the new post-covid era.

The second day of the 
International Confer-
ence commenced with 
an interactive session 
with faculty members by 
eminent Global personal-
ity and keynote speaker 
Dr. Ming Kai Chin, Presi-
dent and Founder of the 
Foundation for Global 
Community Health, USA. 
He emphasized physi-
cal activity sports and 
social-emotional health 
as important components 
of health and wellness. 
Dr. Ming urged the facul-
ties and students to work 
for the community to 
curb global health issues 
through awareness. 

The interactive ses-
sion was followed by an 
invited lecture session in 
which Dr. Olena Yarmo-
liuk, HOD, Physical Edu-
cation and Pedagogy, 
KYIV University Ukraine 
focused on the impor-
tance of Artificial intelli-
gence in physical educa-
tion and the role of physi-
cal and sports science on 
overall well-being. Later, 
Dr. Zornitza Mladenova, 
Senior Future Leader, 
GCH, USA highlighted a 
holistic approach to phys-
ical activity, emotional 
stability and nutrition for 
the attainment of overall 
well-being.

Afterwards, two paral-
lel technical sessions 
of Paper Presentation 
and Poster Presenta-
tion were conducted in 
which 13 delegates pre-
sented their research 
and deliberated on vari-
ous aspects of Health, 
Fitness, Yoga & Sports 
Science, whereas, 24 
delegates displayed 
their research findings 
through posters. The 
sessions were chaired 
by Dr. Pragya Khanna, 
GLDC, Hiranagar, and 
Dr. Sangeeta Sudan, 
GDC, Mahanpur, where-
as. Co-chaired by Prof. 
Raj Kiran, HOD Physics, 
GDC, Billawar. 

Delivery an invited lec-
ture, Dr. Pinar Yaprak, 
Assistant Professor, Gazi 
University Turkey pre-
sented her research work 
on sports fields, social 
issues and development: 
Neglected cultural heri-
tage and reconstructing 

future. She emphasized 
improving understanding 
of social problems and 
solutions in the sports 
field. 

Dr. Gourav Vaid, Senior 
Physiotherapist and 
founder of Swasthya 
Shastra, Jammu focused 
on the role of physiother-
apy in our day-to-day 
lives, health and fitness. 
Later, a valedictory ses-
sion was organised to 
formally conclude the 
International Confer-
ence in which Shiv DS 
Jamwal, SSP, Kathua 
was the Chief Guest. In 
his address, he focused 
on sports science and 
nutrition as needs of the 
hour for overall health. 
He appreciated the tire-
less efforts made by 
the organizing team, 
Dr. JS Soodan, HOD, 
department of Physi-
cal Sciences & Sports 
and Faculty of GDC, 
Kathua for successfully 
holding this conference 
of international repute. 
He also congratulated 
Prof. Seema Mir, Prin-
cipal, GDC, Kathua for 
the success of the first 
international conference 
of such kind with rel-
evance to all the sectors 
of the community. The 
conference report was 
presented by the conve-
ner sports Board, Prof. 
Shivani Kotwal, Associ-
ate professor and Head 
of Department, English, 
whereas, the formal Vote 
of thanks was presented 
by Prof. R. K. Pandita, 
Head of Department, 
Zoology.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: Nation-
al Academy of Letters 
(Sahitiya Akademi) Min-
istry of Culture, Govern-
ment of India has invited 
eminent playwright and 
theatre director Balwant 
Thakur to participate in 
the world’s largest litera-
ture festival being held 
in New Delhi from 11th 
to 16th of March, 2024 
as playwright. Amongst 
many literary events 
being held in the festi-
val of letters, Balwant 
Thakur will be the key 
speaker in the event 
entitled ‘Playwriting in 
India’. Known for bring-
ing Dogri Theatre in the 
global limelight, Balwant 
Thakur has 27 original 
plays to his credit. His 
prominent plays include 
‘Ghumayee’, ‘Suno Eh 
Kahani’, ‘Iss Gran Gi 
Swarg Banai Lo’, ‘Gulab 
Gatha’, ‘Mere Hisse Ki 
Dhoop Kahan Hai’. ‘Rang 

Badalti Duniyan’, ‘Aap 
Hamaaare Hain Kaun’, 
‘Hum Hain Naa’, ‘Udaan’, 
‘Gatte Echh Maanu’, 
‘Choona hai Aasmaan’, 
‘Kahani Hamaari Tum-
haari’, ‘Aag’, ‘Parvaaz’, 
‘Rangroot’,  ‘Loktantra 
Ka Mantra’, and ‘Mere 
Bhi Ehen Kish Khaab’. 
His play ‘Aap Hamaare 
Hain Kaun’ has been 
translated in English, 
Creole and French. Apart 
from Balwant Thakur 
the discourse ‘Playwrit-
ing in India’ organised 
by Sahitya Akademi is 

being addressed by D.P 
Sinha, Devindera Raj 
Ankur, Soumitra Mitra, 
Dilip Borkar, Mahendra 
Malangiya, Y. Sadanand 
Singh, Abhiram Bhad-
kamar and Bigoy Kumar 
Satapathy.

Coveted with highest 
Indian honour in per-
forming arts i.e., Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Award for 
direction in theatre and 
Padmashree, Balwant 
Thakur held very presti-
gious positions including 
Secretary J&K Acad-
emy of Art Culture and 
Languages, Regional 
Director Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations in 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of 
India, Cultural Diplomat 
of India to the Republic 
of South Africa and the 
Republic of Mauritius. He 
holds a unique credit of 
having held his artistic 
presentations in over a 
record 100 international 
cities globally.    

Two Day Int’l Conference on Health, Fitness, Yoga 
and Sports Science culminated at GDC Kathua

Balwant Thakur invited to world’s largest 
Literature Festival as playwright

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Mar 6: Dr. 
Mohammad Tanwir, 
ADC, Kalakote inau-
gurated 2- day Multi 
Media Exhibition on the 
theme of “Viksit Bharat” 
“Mission Life” “Agnipa-
th Scheme” “EBSB” 
“Swachhta” and other 
alied themes of Govt of 
India an Integrated Out-
reach and Communica-
tion Programme being 
organized by Central 
Bureau of Communica-
tion, Rajouri (&K), Min-
istry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Govt. of 
India at Government 
Degree College, Kala-
kote as a Chief Guest. 
Dr. Seema Arora, Princi-
pal, Government Degree 
College, Kalakote pre-
sided over the function 
along with faculty GDC, 
Kalakote, Staff of CBC 
J&K and representatives.     

 Dr. Mohammad Tanwir, 
ADC, also addressed the 
gathering and enlight-
ened the audience 
about various schemes 
he appreciated focused 
awareness regarding 
Vikisit Bharat” “Mission 
Life” “Agnipath Scheme” 
“EBSB” “Swachhta” 
and  various Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes 
and initiatives of district 
administration about 
which resource persons 
of various departments 
are giving information. 

Sunil Kumar, Central 
Bureau of Communica-

tion, Rajouri in his wel-
come address said that 
Governments of India has 
various schemes for an 
individual can avail right. 
He expressed gratitude 
towards district Admin-
istration and Authorities 
of Government Degree 
College, Kalakote for 
their cooperation and 
support. He urged the 
audience to spread the 
message of the event 
among common masses 
to visit the venue as the 
Exhibition will remain 
open from 10 am to 5:00 
pm daily (Free of Cost).

Daleep Singh, Senior 
Veterinary Pharma-
cist, Animal Husband-
ry Department, also 
addressed the gather-
ing and enlightened the 
audience about various 
schemes related to their 
Department.

Himanshu, Assistant 
Professor from Govern-
ment Degree College, 
Kalakote spoke about the 
schemes related to their 
respective departments.

All the guests and 
speakers, winning stu-
dents of Government 
Higher Secondar y 
School, Kalakote Rajouri 
(Drawing Competition) 
and students of Govern-
ment Degree College 
(Seminar) were hon-
oured by CBC Rajouri. 

A mesmerizing theme 
based cultural pro-
gramme by artists of 
CBC enthralled the audi-
ence. 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: Presi-
dent Jammu City Ration 
Dealers’ Association, 
Surinder Singh, Presi-
dent, Jammu City Ration 
Dealers’ Association 
raised the grievances of 
ration dealers and sought 
redressal for the same at 
the earliest.

He demanded  release 
of pending commission 
of NFSA and PMGKAY 
for the years 2020, 2021, 
2022, clearance of out-
standing balance lying 
in epos machines, clear-
ance of files for issuing 
fair price shop licenses 
in one-time concession 
under death cases lying 
in office, and release of 

Rs.30000  as a monthly 
wage to ration dealers.

He further highlighted 
the inequality among 
ration dealers as some 
dealers were earning a 
decent sum while others 
were struggling to make 
ends meet. The ration 
dealers hoped that the 
issues would be resolved 
at the earliest.

Top News Report

Jammu: The revered 
Goga Ji, worshipped 
as the Kuldevta Raja 
Mandlik in Jammu and 
Kashmir, holds a spe-
cial place. There are 
several ancient temples 
of Raja Mandlik in the 
Jammu region. Grand 
feasts are organized 
here on Gugga Navami, 
and every year, fairs are 
held upon the arrival 
of the new harvest in 
honor of the Kuldevta. 
On Wednesday, the 
foundation day day cel-
ebration of Raja Mandlik 
Ji was celebrated with 
great enthusiasm at the 
Dev Sthan Dharmal in 
Jammu. On this occa-
sion, the head sevadar of 
the temple, Surjit Kumar, 

mentioned that every 
year the establishment 
day of Raja Mandlik Dev 
asthan is celebrated, 
with morning prayers 
and rituals followed by a 
feast. A large number of 
devotees gathered here, 
bowed in reverence at 
the court, and partici-
pated in the feast served 
at the temple.

On this occasion, SP 
Rural Jammu, Brijesh 
Sharma, and other 
respected citizens paid 
their respects, and in 
turn, Brijesh Sharma was 
honored for his outstand-
ing work.

O ther  respec ted 
citizens such as Ajay 
Sharma, Surinder Kha-
juria, Bhanu Khajuria, 
Surinder baru etc. were 
also present.

CBC organises 2- day Multi 
Media Exhibition on Viksit 
Bharat

City Ration Dealers’ Association 
urges Govt to redress demands

Dev Sthan Sharm celebrates at 
Raja Mandlik’s foundation day

Top News Report

JAMMU, March 6: 
LEAD (LJK Economic 
Growth and Development 
Dialogue)  convened a 
key meeting to discuss 
its upcoming initiatives. 
Deliberations were held 
on conducting “Suyog”, 
LJK Opportunity Summit, 
aimed at catalyzing youth 
empowerment and fos-
tering economic growth 
across Ladakh and 
Jammu & Kashmir.

“Suyog” is first of its kind 
series with the objec-
tive to illuminate youth 
about the  opportunities 

available across diverse 
sectors like Tourism, 
Agriculture, Manufactur-
ing, IT etc. empowering 
them to carve promising 
career pathways within 
their local communities. 
The inaugural event, 
focusing on the Tourism 

sector, is set to take place 
on March 21, promising 
to be a beacon of inspi-
ration and empowerment 
for aspiring entrepre-
neurs and professionals. 

LEAD envisions active 
participation from all 
districts of Ladakh and 

Jammu & Kashmir, 
ensuring comprehensive 
coverage and recogni-
tion of the myriad oppor-
tunities strewn across 
the region. By fostering 
cross-district collabora-
tion, “Suyog” aims to 
ignite a collective spirit 
of entrepreneurship and 
innovation, driving sus-
tainable development at 
the grassroots level.

As LEAD continues its 
unwavering commitment 
to nurturing local talent 
and fostering economic 
resilience, the “Suyog: 
LJK Opportunity Summit” 
series stands as a testa-

ment to its vision of a 
prosperous and empow-
ered future for Ladakh 
and Jammu & Kashmir. 
LEAD is a first of its kind 
platform, is a Citizens 
initiative of like-minded 
individuals & profession-
als working on promotion 
of business investments 
towards sustainable 
development of the Union 
Territories of Ladakh and 
Jammu & Kashmir. LEAD 
is also providing a forum 
for a constructive dia-
logue on various issues 
related to the growth 
and development of the 
region.

LEAD to organise “Suyog: LJK Opportunity 
Summit” Series to Empower Youth 

Top News Report

RANSOO, Mar 6: 
Mohita Sharma, IPS 
SSP Reasi accompa-
nied by Neeraj Padyar, 
JKPS Deputy SP Head-
quarters Reasi AC ITBP 
Kamlesh Kumar, Tehsil-
dar Pouni , SHO Ransoo 
and CC CRPF shiv khori 
held a security review at 
Ransoo regarding their 
preparation for better 
crowd management and 
security arrangements 
during the Shivratri 
Festival which attracts 
huge rush of pilgrims 
to Shiv Khori Shrine. 
During the meeting Dy. 
SP Headquarters Reasi 
gave detailed briefing on 
the existing manpower 
deployed in Ransoo and 
Shiv Khori Shrine and 
manpower deployed for 
Shivratri festival. 

SSP Reasi took the 
stock of the security 
arrangements on ground 
in Ransoo town including 
Track where security has 
been beefed up in view of 
the forthcoming Shivratri 
Festival. She also issued 
necessary directions to 
the District Police officers 
, Civil administration and 
CRPF to keep vigil on the 
anti-national and anti-
social elements.

The Officer reviewed 

each and every secu-
rity drill of the Shiv Khori 
Shrine, yatra route, 
safety and security of 
pilgrims visiting to pay 
obeisance to the shrine 
on daily basis.

SSP Reasi further 
stressed upon verifi-
cation and census of 
migrants and workers 
in and around Ransoo 
town, pony porters and 
others in the towns to 
check the entry of any 
suspicious element in the 
area. She further direct-
ed to conduct checking 
of the hotels and other 
residential accommoda-
tions randomly basis for 
verification of charac-
ter antecedents of the 
person visiting there.

The of f icer also 
reviewed the attempts 
to revive the militancy 

in parts of district Reasi, 
directed all concerned 
officers to revisit the list 
of OGW’s of the Police 
Stations, monitoring of 
social media including 
Facebook, Whatsapp to 
curb the new pattern of 
radicalization.

Of f icer especial ly 
stressed upon the safety 
and security of huge 
numbers of pilgrims 
going to visit the shrine 
on 07 March to 09 March, 
2024 in view of Shivratri 
Mela and directed the 
officers and officials to 
work with cooperation 
and coordination to avoid 
any untoward incidents. 
Meeting ended with the 
note on coordination and 
cooperation between 
all the security forces 
deployed for the security 
of the Shrine.

SSP Reasi reviews security 
of Shiv Khori shrine 
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By: Shikha Mukerjee

A jumble of concepts and 
words flood into con-
sciousness when tasked 

to examine India’s growth trajec-
tory in the 10 years since 2014, like 
retro punk, up the down staircase, 
the country prettified with silver 
bells and cockle shells or just plain 
confusing. There is no confusion 
when seen through the lens of US 
secretary of state Anthony Blinken’s 
effusive praise in Davos, Switzer-
land, at the World Economic Con-
ference, when he reckoned that the 
decade under Narendra Modi had 
been one of “remarkable achieve-
ments” and “materially benefitted 
so many Indian lives. When seen 
through the Prime Minister’s eyes, 
there is even less doubt.

India is now enveloped by “guar-
antees” made by the enormously 
popular Mr Modi that he will lead 
the country into the “Viksit” era. 
There is a subtle difference between 
a guarantee of Vikas, that is devel-
opment as an ongoing process, and 
Viksit, which means advanced and 
developed, in other words India’s 
moment of arrival at its foretold 
destination, namely, third place in 
the world ranking of economies.

At the rate at which “guarantee” 
is being used in everyday conver-
sations across India, the word may 
end up as the most used word in 
the world in the next 12 months 
in the usual listing of Word of the 
Year. Should that happen, it would 
be the result of the sheer size of the 
Indian population, which is now an 
estimated, not accurate, 1.44 billion. 
(No one knows how many Indians 
there are in the country because the 
last head count was 13 years ago, in 
2011 when the Census happened.)

In other words, size matters. The 

size of India’s economy therefore is 
a function of the size of its popula-
tion; the more the people, the larger 
the economy. Growing to five tril-
lion dollars as an economy or get-
ting third place in the world rank-
ings is an easily achievable target. In 
fact, it is a low-hanging fruit.

So, what is this guarantee of 
arriving at Viksit Bharat after 
the Bharatiya Janata Party led by 
its charismatic leader does a hat 
trick third term win? In mid-2023, 
the assessments of various India 
watchers concluded that some nine 
states out of the total of 28 states 
and eight Union territories would 
reach “upper middle-income coun-
try” levels of Vikas. Two-thirds of 
the country would be wallowing 
somewhere between low and mid-
dle-income levels in 2030. One-third 
of Indians would be earning less 
than Rs 3 lakhs a year, while two-
thirds would be earning around Rs 
1.60 lakhs per capita annually. The 
states that will be better off, accord-
ing to the statistics and programme 
implementation ministry by 2030 
are Telangana, Kerala, Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh. Other esti-
mates include Gujarat, Maharashtra 
and Haryana. There is no quibble 
that Uttar Pradesh, despite chief 
minister Yogi Adityanath’s pledge 
backed by Mr Modi’s guarantee of 
a trillion-dollar economy by 2028, 
and Bihar, now once again ruled 
by a “double-engine” sarkar, will 
continue to be among the poorest.

To cover the distance between Rs 
1.60 lakhs to less than Rs 3 lakhs a 
year per capita, it is obvious that 
the Modi government has a burst-
ing folder of plans to raise incomes 
and redeem his campaign pledge 
backed by a guarantee that India 
will arrive at the Viksit stage in a 
short time. So, what are in these 

plans?
Like all product or service guar-

antees, Mr Modi’s guarantees come 
with small print that must be pains-
takingly read to work out where the 
loopholes lie. There are promises of 
eradicating poverty.

There are no promises about gear-
ing up the economy to reach full 
employment. With unemployment 
high and verifiable by the sheer 
desperation of lakhs of educated to 
take government recruitment exam-
inations, the guarantee of growth 
comes with joblessness.

How then are the 800 million 
people, who are now covered under 
the distress alleviation programme 
of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana, going to be guaran-
teed bare survival without free 
foodgrain handouts? For that to 
happen, the Indian economy will 
not only have to grow but keep 
growing at a phenomenal rate. 
That growth will have to be equi-
tably distributed. That is not how it 
is now; one estimate suggests that 
“in India, the wealth of 16 people is 
equal to the wealth of 600 million 
people”.

From Mr Modi’s perspective, the 
Indian economy’s problems are 
rooted in its past. The Congress is, 
in his opinion, is responsible for 
holding back India’s potential and 
the principal agent of the country’s 
failure to tackle all the evils asso-
ciated with poverty is Jawaharlal 
Nehru and the dynastic politics of 
the party that skimmed the cream 
and left the masses in dire straits. 
He has been scathing about Indira 
Gandhi’s Garibi Hatao slogan that 
did nothing to eradicate poverty.

As a narrative crafted for political 
purposes this has worked wonders 
in convincing the masses that in the 
ten years since 2014, the country has 

raced ahead. Mr Modi has talked 
up a storm on his total sanitation 
programme of Swachh Bharat; he 
has hammered on about building 
housing for the poor; he gets emo-
tional about distributing free gas 
cylinders to a targeted 10.35 crore 
poor women out of an approximate 
27 crore households in India.

Two farmers’ protests in three 
years is a fact that contradicts the 
guarantee of Viksit Bharat. In an 
election year, the BJP’s willingness 
to allow farmers to sit out in pro-
test looks like supreme confidence 
in the popularity of Mr Modi and 
his extraordinary knack of winning 
elections. The farm sector, which 
currently provides more employ-
ment than the industrial and ser-
vices sector, is keeping the economy 
buoyant. The guarantee for Viksit 
Bharat that fails to negotiate a settle-
ment with the farmers is unconvinc-
ing.

Like the minimum support price 
and other farm sector issues, the 
Modi government in its third term 
has to assure a rise in minimum 
wages to make the tryst he promises 
with India’s destiny as an affluent 
economy.

Building infrastructure that does 
not pay for itself, consecrating a 
temple, promising citizenship to 
some and stripping citizenship from 
others, does nothing for the quality 
of life of the poor trapped in low 
expectations and poverty. Elections 
are when voters are fully awake on 
how the years have treated them. If 
they feel that there is no escape from 
misery, then they will vote to main-
tain the status quo, because that is 
less risky. The obfuscation in the 
rhetoric of guarantees is perhaps 
the BJP’s mantra, because it offers 
a less adventurous choice.

By: Vivek Katju

(Former Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs)

SHEHBAZ Sharif was 
elected by the Pakistan 
National Assembly (NA) 

to the office of the Prime Min-
ister on March 3. The next day, 
he was administered the oath 
of office by President Arif Alvi. 
The ceremony at the Aiwan-
e-Sadr (presidential palace) in 
Islamabad was attended by the 
leaders of the ruling coalition 
— the Pakistan Muslim League 
(N), Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) and Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan — and 
the military establishment. The 
chief ministers (CMs) of Punjab, 
Sindh and Balochistan were also 
present. However, Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) ‘leaders’ who 
contested and won their NA 
seats as independents, and have 
now ‘joined’ the Sunni Ittehad 
Council for technical reasons, 
boycotted the oath-taking. And 
so did the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) province CM; he effectively 
belongs to the PTI too.

Thus, the oath-taking cere-
mony itself clearly showed the 
continuing deep political divi-
sions within the country that 
the February 8 national elections 
have only exacerbated. Over the 
past few days, the coalition lead-
ers have called for the healing 
of political wounds. Indeed, 
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari has sought the forma-
tion of a judicial commission 
to look into the events of May 
9 last year. On that day, former 

PM Imran Khan was taken into 
custody in a corruption case, 
and his supporters went on 
the rampage, targeting mili-
tary installations in many cities. 
That caused a rift between army 
chief Gen Syed Asim Munir and 
other Generals. Munir purged 
the army of officers suspected 
of harbouring pro-Imran senti-
ments. Imran has been behind 
bars since then, and it will take 
a while before Munir lets him 
come out of prison.

Munir knows that the election 
results have shown that Imran 
enjoys massive popular support 
in KP and, more significantly, 
a large measure of public sym-
pathy in Punjab. Neither Munir 
nor the Sharifs can afford to let 
Imran move around freely among 
the people. It is also doubtful if the 
army will really cooperate with a 
judicial commission, even if one 
is formed to investigate the May 9 
developments. Hence, protests in 
the NA and the Punjab assembly 
are likely to continue, but the army 
will not allow major or long-lasting 
street agitations. It will be willing 
to go as far as is required to control 
demonstrations, especially if they 
turn violent.

Two tasks are left to be done under 
the coalition pact. The first is the 
election of Asif Ali Zardari as Paki-
stan’s President. The election is to 
take place on March 9. While the 
Opposition has fielded Mahmood 
Khan Achakzai as its candidate, 
Zardari should have no difficulty 
in emerging victorious. The second 
task is the allocation of portfolios. It 
is likely that this has already been 
worked out between the PML-N 
and the PPP. The finance minister 

will have to engage credibly with 
international donors, including the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Nawaz Sharif may want Ishaq Dar 
to hold the portfolio once again, but 
his appointment will be controver-
sial at a time when the economy is 
in a shambles. In his address to the 
NA, Shehbaz plainly and, at some 
length, put the very difficult eco-
nomic situation before the Pakistani 
people.

Shehbaz said Pakistan’s debt pay-
ments were more than its govern-
ment revenues; hence, it was bor-
rowing to pay off debts, leading to 
the accumulation of greater debt. In 
such a situation, it was becoming 
difficult to meet even the require-
ments of maintaining the govern-
ment machinery. He told the NA 
members that their salaries and 
allowances were also paid through 
loans. He said taxes had to be hiked 
and their evasion plugged. Another 
issue he stressed upon was electrici-
ty theft; it could not be allowed to go 
on, the PM said. He also expressed 
confidence that Pakistan had the 
natural and human resources to 
enter a high growth trajectory and 
aim to become a member of the G20 
by 2030.

The G20 membership ambition 
can only be achieved if Pakistan is 
willing to undertake revolutionary 
steps, beginning with curtailing its 
defence expenditure. That would 
require normalising ties with India. 
It would also need the adoption of 
effective steps against the semi-feu-
dal leaders and corrupt business-
men who support major parties. 
Neither the army nor the political 
class has displayed any desire for 
such basic changes. Pakistan will 
once again have to opt for an IMF 

programme and go cap in hand 
to donors. While no nation wants 
destabilisation in a nuclear-armed 
country, donor patience with the 
Pakistani leadership is running out 
for not putting its economic house 
in order.

Significantly, but not surprisingly, 
Shehbaz raised the Kashmir issue 
in familiar terms, accusing India 
of human rights abuses. He spoke 
of Kashmir in the same breath as 
Gaza. This was deliberate, for he 
wanted the Islamic ummah to see 
the two situations in the same light. 
The ummah will not do so for the 
simple reason that it is preposter-
ous to compare Kashmir with Gaza. 
While Shehbaz is a sober and real-
istic administrator with experience 
in global affairs, the fact is that the 
Sharifs have always been hardliners 
on Kashmir. In this, they share the 
views of the army, though unlike 
the force, they have wanted the nor-
malisation of economic and com-
mercial relations with India in the 
past.

Throughout this year, Shehbaz will 
have his hands full in extricating 
Pakistan out of its economic mess 
and managing the coalition. He will 
not take on the army by interven-
ing in what it considers its domain: 
the handling of the country’s secu-
rity policy. At this time, the army’s 
main focus is on Pakistan’s western 
front, where it is facing problems 
with the Afghan Taliban, especially 
because of its continuing support 
for the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP). The TTP is not willing to 
make peace with the army. In these 
conditions, Gen Munir is unlikely to 
disturb the ceasefire along the LoC, 
which has been continuing since 
February 2021.

Every society provides a unique soil for 
a health-care programmer to build upon. 
Indian society is similarly unique in fac-
tors such as social mindset, prevalent 
beliefs and customs. These factors should 
not be given a passive glance and should 
be explored carefully giving an adequate 
weight to each factor’s background and 
its progress to the present status in con-
temporary dental practice. Only a careful 
scientific analysis of society is therefore 
the need of the hour for oral health-care 
programmers. The society has collective 
consciousness. The beliefs, practices and 
attitudes can be studied in a same way 
as can be an individual mind with appro-
priate methods. Absence of scientifically 
supported background knowledge of a 
society can severely hinder any attempt of 
change, whether good or bad in a society. 
This makes a complete understanding of 
social factors and fears an absolute neces-
sity before any change can be brought 
about by active intervention.

Our society in its attitude toward dental 
health has been giving it less importance 
as compared to general health. There has 
been a lack of public identification of oral 
health deterioration and wide acceptance 
of morbid mouths along with widespread 
prevalence of oral diseases and lack of rea-
sonable oral health-care services in the 
past. Dental public health programmers 
have not been able to achieve the depth 
and penetration into society required to 
bring about the change in societal atti-
tude. In this article, observations based 
on experience and interactions with the 
society have been enumerated. Need for a 
scientific study of such observations has 
been stressed as only with a good under-
standing of society mind, a change in its 
individual unit can be brought about. Peo-
ple’s attitude is shaped by their beliefs and 
the common belief has been that dental 
treatment is unbearably painful, this has 
led to people ignoring their oral health to 
an extent that when they eventually come 
to the dental clinic some of their teeth are 
invariably advised for extraction, which 
again as painful event reinforced this belief 
and add to the general household reputa-
tion of dental treatment as painful which 
usually reason much for those who shy 
away from oral health both in rural and 
urban areas. This perception needs modi-
fication before any intervention. Inclusion 
of video-aids or demonstration on a sub-
ject would indeed help modify this attitude 
although a very successful accomplish-
ment on a large scale can eliminate this 
perception over a time period. Another 
factor is nearly traditional addiction of 
tobacco in Indian masses. Tobacco con-
sumption, although harmful for systemic 
health, has many other ramifications in 
oral health. Firstly, tobacco and tobacco 
products directly harm the oral tissue; sec-
ondly, oral cavity is reduced secondarily to 
the pleasure of consumption and largely 
ignored. This unhealthy attitude gradually 
builds up to extent when the consumer 
totally ignores his oral health. Thirdly, it 
becomes a habit, a habit both powerful 
and prevalent. This has been passing from 
generation to generation. This variable 
of tobacco consumption is seen at every 
level, form planning to execution of any 
intervention. Awareness and education 
are the only tools for masses at present. 
Although an in-depth understanding of 
tobacco use and related behavioral factors 
would help in modification of the health-
care program in advance. Another factor 
is forgotten general awareness about the 
oral health and its contribution to overall 
health and longevity. This has largely been 
made possible by continual non-availabili-
ty of oral health services in their proximity 
and lack of elementary education in such 
matters. Contribution of oral health to sys-
temic health is undeniable. This has to be 
reinforced into common mind by physi-
cians and dentists. 

EDITORIAL

New Pak PM faces economic, political challenges

Modi’s ‘guarantees’ on India’s growth can be a mind-bender

Oral Health 
Care
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Top News Report

RAJOURI, Mar 6: on 
Asserting that the remote 
villages have been facing 
injustice from the admin-
istration regarding devel-
opment in Rajouri and 
Poonch Districts, the Apni 
Party Vice President, and 
Former Cabinet Minister, 
Choudhary Zulfkar Ali has 
appealed to the people of 
Pir Panjal to get united to 
fight for their rights.

He said that the gap 
between the administra-
tion and the civilian popu-
lation has widened in the 
absence of basic ameni-
ties in rural areas. 

He also pointed out poor 
ratio students - teachers 
in Govt schools that has 

impacted the education 
system. Whereas, the 
Govt schools and rural 
health sector has been 
affected badly, he added.

While addressing a 
largely attended work-
er’s meeting at Udhan in 
Khawas area of Budhal 
Constituency in Rajouri 
District, the Former 
Minister stressed on 
the Govt to mitigate the 
problems, and suffering 
of the people living in the 
remote areas of Pir Panjal 
as well as other regions of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that the basic 
amenities are not avail-
able to these remote 
areas.

“The people are living 
in a very miserable con-

dition in the absence of 
basic amenities viz poor 
road connectivity, poor 
educational sector, health 
care etc facilities are not 
available to remote areas. 
Therefore, the Govt must 
focus on the development 
of these areas,” he said.

He further said that: 
“Due to the lack of 
elected Govt, there is a 
huge gap between the 

Govt machinery, and 
the people whereas the 
administration is not 
reaching out to the far-
flung areas.”

He stated that the areas 
like Gaibas, Kochalwas, 
Narla, Nangathub and 
others have high poten-
tial of tourism, and these 
areas need to be brought 
on the tourism map.

He stated that the Prime 

Minister’s slogan of Beti 
Bachao – Beti Padao is 
not being implemented 
in these areas because 
there are no degree col-
leges within 50 kms. In 
these circumstances, 
the education of girls is 
affected and the admin-
istration should immedi-
ately take steps to provide 
education at the doorstep 
in their respective areas 
especially to the Girls.

“On the other hand, 
the pregnant women 
die while giving birth 
because of labour pain in 
the absence of proper or 
no basic medical care,” 
he said, while asking the 
Govt to deploy needed 
paramedical, and special-
ized doctors to the PHCs 

and other hospitals to 
overcome the shortage 
of staff.

As the authorities have 
failed to keep the pace of 
development as well as 
provide basic amenities 
to the people at the vil-
lage level, he asked the 
people to get united to 
fight for their basic ame-
nities, and development 
of the areas.

He also stressed upon 
the Govt to open a degree 
college at Khawas, and 
Gaibas, besides, a crime 
police post at Gaibas and 
a PHC at Udhan, and 
repair work of the road 
that connects Mathani to 
Udhan.

He also demanded 
opening of the JK Bank 

branch at Udhan, and 
establishment of PHC at 
Udhan.

He asked the admin-
istration to provide 
adequate staff in the 
Govt schools located in 
the rural/remote areas 
because the teacher - 
students ratio is not main-
tained in these areas.

Meanwhile, the work-
ers celebrated the fourth 
foundation day at Budhal 
constituency. In this func-
tion, they took a pledge 
that the Apni Party will 
strive for the implemen-
tation of the equitable 
development agenda and 
basic declaration of the 
Party, viz the restoration 
of statehood, protection 
of land, jobs rights of the 

people, and restoration of 
dignity of the people.

Among other who spoke 
on the occasion District 
President, Rural, Rajouri, 
Budhan Uppal, Block 
President, Thakur Baldev 
Singh, Block President, 
Thakur Wazir Singh, Ex-
Sarpanch, Chain Singh, 
Ex-Sarpanch Abdul 
Rehman, Ex-Sarpanch, 
Chamil Singh, Ex-
Sarpanch, Kaiser Din, 
Choudhary Alam Din, 
Master Baji Nazir, and 
others.

Meanwhile, at the cul-
mination of the function, 
a spiritual and religious 
scholar, Baji Abdul Rahim 
also prayed for the peace, 
and prosperity of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Mar 6: All 
Jammu Based Reserved 
Category Employees 
Association Kashmir 
(AJBRCEAK) has extend-
ed a warm welcome to 
Prime Minister Narinder 
Modi  on Kashmir Visit. 

In a Press statement 
AJBRCEAK Chair-
man Vipen Kumar has 
expressed that people of 
Jammu and Kashmir are 
expecting much more 
from  Prime Minister’s  
visit to  J&K.

“We always believe 
Prime Minister has Spe-
cial affection for the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir  and his back 
to back Visit t in  jammu 
Kashmir reflects his 
commitment for  ensur-
ing peace, progress and 
prosperity for UT,”  Vipen 
Kumar stated. 

We are very much 
confident that this time 
around PM’s  Visit to 
Kashmir definitely give 
new impetus to the pace 
of holistic development 
and will be a turning point 
in the journey of “Neya 
Jammu Kashmir “ Chair-
man added.

“Jammu and Kashmir 
under the dynamic lead-
ership of PM Sh Naren-
dra Modi Ji is definitely 
touching new hights of 
development and pros-
perity, Indeed  j&K in 
viksit Bharat yatra has 
its crucial role to play 
and with consistent steps 
of  of LG Administration 
regarding the welfare of 
masses, results of prog-
ress are reaching out 
to every corner of the 
UT and every section 
of society is benefited, 
Chairman AJBRCEAK  
Vipen Kumar pointed 

out. 
While extending warm 

welcome to Prime Minis-
ter President AJBRCEAK 
Anil Radhey expressed 
strong hope that this Visit 
will bring a new energy 
in the masses of Jammu 
and Kashmir. We Sin-
cerely believe that people 
of Kashmir are eagerly 
waiting for the arrival of 
paddy is Prime Minister, 
and hopefully his mes-
sage of progress as 
always well received in 
valley,” he said.

In a brief note entire 
AJBRCEAK TEAM has 
expressed strong hopes 
from Prime Minister this 
time on his Kashmir visit 
regarding new initiatives 
for welfare of youth , and 
common man who has 
already extended unwav-
ering support to Hon’ble 
Prime Minister to shape 
New Jammu Kashmir.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6:  The 
health condition of 86 
year old Saint Asharamji 
Bapu, who is kept in 
Jodhpur jail under false 
charges, is very criti-
cal. Before going to jail, 
at the age of 74, Bapuji 
was only suffering from 
trigeminal neuralgia and 
back pain, despite a very 
busy lifestyle, but due to 
the stressful environ-
ment of continuous cus-
tody for more than 11.5 
years, now at the age of 
86, he is suffering from 
heart disease, prostate 
cancer. 

Prostate New diseases 
like arthritis and anemia 
have also taken hold. 
Due to lack of proper 
treatment etc. in a 
stress-free environment, 
their health is deteriorat-
ing due to non-remission 
of these life- threatening 
diseases. 

Bapu Asharamji will 
be in the Cardiac ICU 
at AlIMS Hospital, Jodh-
pur from 13 January to 
6 February 2024. Are 
admitted in. 

According to AllMS 
report, he has 3 severe 

blockages in his heart 
(99%, 90% and 75%). 
Bapuji is continuously 
bleeding, due to which 
he Hemoglobin level is 
continuously falling. In 
view of his serious physi-
cal condition, an appli-
cation for parole was 
recently filed, which was 
canceled ignoring the 
severity of his disease. 

Bapu Asharamji devot-
ed his entire life for the 
welfare of the society, vet 
today in such a serious 
condition of his health, 
he has not received any 
relief for proper treat-
ment

In 2022, the Supreme 
Court had said that ‘leni-
ency should be exer-
cised in granting interim 
bail to a prisoner on the 
basis of ill health. It is 
most important that a 
person’s health is good. 
The state government 
should take care of his 
health related problems, 
the judiciary should also 
look at it with caution and 
sensitivity. This is a sen-
sitive fundamental right 
of every citizen which 
must be protected. But 
the fundamental rights 
of Bapu Asharamji are 

being openly violated. 
Former minister Gayatri 
Prajapati, booked under 
the section of POCSO 
Act and gang rape, was 
granted bail f irst on 
health grounds and later 
for the marriage of her 
daughter

Former Chief Minister of 
Bihar Lalu Prasad Yadav, 
former Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh Chan-
drababu Naidu, wrestler 
Sushil Kumar, former 
Health Minister of Delhi 
Satyendra Kumar Jain, 
Supertech Group Chair-
man R.K. Arora, former 
Maharashtra minister 
Nawab Malik etc. were 
given relief for weeks 
and weeks, months and 
months. Former Chief 
Minister of Haryana Om 
Prakash Chautala had 
a heart problem and 
he got bail specifically 
for that reason. Apart 
from these, there are 
many such examples. 
When relief is given to 
the accused and cul-
prits of scam, murder, 
money laundering etc. 
then why is innocent 
Saint Asharamji Bapu 
being deprived of getting 
proper treatment as per 
his wish? This is a viola-
tion of their human rights 
and constitutional rights. 
There is a demand by 
Shri Yoga Vedanta Seva 
Samitis, all the seekers, 
women organizations 
and many Hindu orga-
nizations that the gov-
ernment should provide 
relief to respected Bapuji 
at the desired place and 
for treatment through 
suitable medical meth-
ods as soon as possible.

Top News Report

 SRINAGAR,  Mar 6:  
While presiding over 
grand function organized 
by “Care foundation” 
& “Gayur foundation”, 
Khwaja Farooq Ren-
zushah chairman Kash-
mir society international 
and Jamaat Aitqaad 
Hanafiya International, 
Khankah intellectual 
Forum said Aali Kadal 
is historical epitome of 
Great revolution of love 
of Bulbushah, Renchan-
shah and Reshi Queen 
Kota Rani symbol of 1320 
A.D.

Khwaja Renzushah in 
his key note address on 
occassion of 5th death 
anniversary of Aalikadli 
recalled contribution of 
Ghulam Nabi Aali Kadli 
who retained his ideology 
connect with these Spiri-
tual abodes where from 
he belonged.

Renzushah said that 
Ali Kadli during his life 
time remained stead-
fast to revive the histori-
cal importance of these 
abode while remaining 
associated with my Kash-
mir society as it’s strong 
intellectual Ideologue of 
Aitqaad and Khankahi 

system as.
 He complimented 

Mahajabeen Aali Kadli 
wife of Aali Kadali Sahib 
for devoting herself for 
revival of 700 years Sufi 
Aitqaad in Kashmir. 

He also appreciated 
Showkat Gayour whose 
father was Martyred for 
his crime of being true 
Aishiqaan e Rasool, 
Author and writer who 
resisted radical forces in 
Kashmir.

 Renzushah said that 
people have not yet 
understood Kashmir and 
some irresponsible per-
sons in present sensitive 
periods talk on Kashmir 
having either communal 
or shallow knowledge of 
its high civilization value. 
In this context he said the 
statement given by one 
Arya posted on her Social 
media portals along pho-

tographs of Holy shrine 
of Shah Hamdan claim-
ing that Holy Temple of 
Goddess Kaleshwari was 
existing at same spot 
which was demolished 
by Sultan Sikander Icono-
clastic cruel king to build 
Shah Hamdan Khankah 
are most irresponsible 
statements.

Renzushah said that 
these posts by such intel-
lectual personality like 
name of Arya are totally 
Absured, false , and hurt-
ing. He said such heart 
piercing claim is stab-
bing dragger in joint 
composit culture of our 
Kashmir which cannot 
be accepted. He said her 
derogatory claim has not 
only been rejected by Sufi 
streams of Hanafi & Jaf-
fari Aitqaad Fiqa majority 
of Kashmir but also by 
history knowing Hindu’s, 

pandits and majority 
of Kashmiri pandits for 
having their spiritual love 
with such Sufi saints who 
enriched peace in Kash-
mir.

Renzushah challenged 
Arya to prove her state-
ment that Sikander 
Butshiken was born 
when Shah Syed Ali 
Hamdaani Amir Kabir 
R.A arrived Kashmir 
after Hazrat Sharaf ud 
Deen Bulbushah R.A 
and stayed at this place 
where Khankah was built. 
Ariya had claimed in her 
statement that Sikander 
demolished Temple for 
Shah Hamdan but she 
does not even know that 
Shah Hamdaan arrived 
during the time of Sultan 
Alaw ud Deen period at 
first phase of 6 months 
and when he came next 
time Sultan Qutub ud 

Deen was king of Kash-
mir and not Sultan Sikan-
der.

 Hazrat Shah Hamdan 
arrival in 1383 A.D to 
Kashmir was period 
shaped by Bulbulshah as 
golden period of commu-
nal amity represented by 
Combination of Bulbus-
hah, Renchanshah and 
Kota Rani. 

The traditions were 
joint and composit. 
Hazrat Shah Hamdan in 
record to advise people 
to continue to follow doc-
trines and Fiqa taught to 
them based on mutual 
communal love and faith. 
How it was possible that 
Shah Hamdan would 
have advised Sultan 
Sikander to Demolish 
holy Kaleshwari Temple 
and built at that place 
Khankah for him.

He said new generation 
of Kashmir need to know 
the real history of Kash-
mir without any commu-
nal bias. He Challenged 
any person who sup-
ported her statement to 
come on public stage for 
any debate on any point 
highlighted to emphasize 
that Kashmir was abode 
of unity and peace since 
Kashab Reshi till now

Ch. Zulfkar urges people of Pir-Panjal to unite against injustice with rural areas

AJBRCEAK welcome to PM Modi on Kashmir 
Visit, pins hope for new initiatives 

Bapu Asharam’s condition serious, 
demand for treatment as per wish

Aali Kadal is still abode of great revolution of love of Bulbushah, 
Renchanshah, Reshi Queen Kota Rani of 1320 A.D: Renzushah

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: A Satsang was held at Ghou-Manhas-
san Wednesday in memory of a lion-hearted women 
Koushalya Devi.  Her near and dear ones said that she 
was very brave, courageous and compassionate, and 
would always respect everyone.

I had always seen her as independent in every walk 
of life. Whether it’s taking decisions for her health or 
finances or any life issues, she stood tall and strong. She 
used to take care of everything in the family, her son in 
law R.L.Kaith said. 

While her son Ramesh Chanjotra said, It didn’t matter 
what the problem was, she had the solution ready for us 
along with a life example she had gone through. With her 
real experiences, life looked much more manageable.

Satsang held in memory 
of Koushalya Devi 

Top News Report

POONCH, Mar 6: NYK 
Poonch under the Minis-
try of Youth Affairs and 
Sports, Govt of India 
organised a Nega Par-
liament at SKC GDC 
Poonch.

 The Program was pre-
sided over by Madam 
Tazeem Akhter, Chair-
person DDC Poonch. Dr 
Shamim Ahmed Banday, 
Convenor Cultural Com-
mittee SKC GDC Poonch 
and Mohd Shafiq coordi-
nated the entire program.

A large number of youth 
participated in the pro-
gram. The highlight of the 
program was a Mock Par-
liament which enthralled 
the audience. 

This was aimed at incul-
cating the values of Mean-
ingful Debate and Discus-
sion among the youth and 
promoting among them 
the concept of exchange 
of ideas. Parliament com-
prising of Ruling Side and 
Opposition was created. 

A Parliament like debate 
was held amongst the 
students to aware them 
about the functioning of 
Parliament and the Par-
liamentary Procedures. 

The entire staff of SKC 
GDC Poonch remained 
present during the pro-

gram. Prominent among 
those present were Prof 
Dr Aurangzeb Anjum 
Officiating Principal, SKC 
GDC Poonch, Prof Dr 
Ghulam Abbass,  Shafe-
eq Malik District Treasury 
Officer Poonch,  Mohd 
Rafiq Deputy Director 
Employment and Adv 
Bhanu Partap Deputy 
Chief, Legal Aid Counsel 
Poonch. 

The Faculty of the col-
lege appreciated the 
theme and concept of the 
program and asked NYKS 
to conducted more such 
programs for the youth.

Chief Guest while pre-
senting her presidential 
remarks appreciated 
the concept of the Youth 
Parliament and said that 
Continuous Exchange of 
ideas are key to vibrant 
democracy. She further 

stated that youth should 
be made aware about 
these concepts.

On the occasion, enlight-
ening and highly motivat-
ing Keynote address were 
deliberated by Prof Dr 
Shamim Ahmed Banday, 
Convenor Cultural Com-
mittee and Head Dept of 
Zoology and Dr Yougish 
Kumar Sharma NCC Offi-
cer and Head Dept of Phi-
losophy. Dr Shamim said 
that youth should aspire to 
achieve greater heights in 
their lives without heeding 
to the obstructions.

Dr Aurangzeb Anjum 
also presented an 
address to the young 
participants and appreci-
ated the concept of Mock 
Parliament. The entire 
program was organised 
under the supervision of 
Nitin Hangloo.

NYKS holds Neighbourhood Youth 
Parliament at SKC GDC Poonch

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Mar 6:  Jammu 
and Kashmir National Confrance 
Senior Leader, Spokesperson 
Ajeet Bhagat refutes Govern-
ment on Employment and Wel-
fare of S/C, S/T and OBC here 
by refutes the tall claims of pres-
ent Government in Jammu and 
Kashmir regarding Employment 
and Welfare of weaker Section 
i.e S/C, S/T and OBC Minorities.

 The National Confrance Senior 
Leader said we have been con-
tinuously raising the various 
issues to ensure Constitutional 
rights to all sections of soci-

ety in Jammu and Kashmir but 
Government is making hollow 
claims. Nothing has happened 
on ground. 

Ajeet Bhagat demanded From 
8 percent Reservation to 15 per-
cent Reservation for S/C Com-
munity in employment as par 
other states and the Reserva-
tion in promotion to Reserved 
categories not reserved even 
after Hon’ble Supreme Court’s 
direction, Mandal Commission 
not implemented in Jammu and 
Kashmir since 1993 for which 
there has been continuous agi-
tation by Minorities Community 
People. 

Bhagat said it was  contested 
in the parliament in 2019 that for-
mation of Union Territory shall 
grant Justice to Weaker Section 
people but even after five years 
Union Territory, issues is pending 
as such, Enhancement of Res-
ervation of OBC from 4 percent 
to 27 percent is pending since 
1993 and till date,  Government 
has changed nomenclature only. 

 Bhagat said how Govern-
ment can claims Good Gover-
nance, Reservation to OBC in 
Local Bodies and Panchayat 
Raj announced but quantum not 
mentioned. This is only a political 
game equivalent to playing OBC 

card to win the elections. 
He said there is yet no amend-

ment in Municipal Act, and tall 
claims are being flashed every-
day, Deferment of Panchayati 
and Urban Local Bodies Elec-
tions on the pretext of OBCs 
Reservation is nothing, He said 
there is no OBC member in State 
Socially and Educationally Back-
ward Class Commission,  

Bhagat said what could be the 
motive behind such and unbal-
anced Commission,  Population 
of OBCs is 30 percent and there 
is no representation of such a big 
chunk of population in the Com-
mission made for there welfare.

Ajeet challenges Govt claims on employment and 
Welfare of  SC/ ST and OBC of Weaker Section
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Diljit Dosanjh uploads hilarious video of 
inside moments from Anant Ambani-Radhika 

Merchant’s pre-wedding bash
Singer Diljit Dosanjh who 

was among the performers at 
the recently concluded pre-
wedding bash of Anant Ambani 
and Radhika Merchant in Guja-
rat has now shared captivating 
glimpses from the star-studded 
extravaganza.

Celebrities from world over 
congregated in Jamnagar for 
the festivities and the Punjabi 
singer who performed on Day 2 
of the three-day event captured 
the limelight with superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan, diva Kareena 
Kapoor Khan and actor Vicky 
Kaushal among others seen 
grooving to his tracks.

On Tuesday night, Diljit shared 
a video of his live performance 
at the glitzy party to celebrate 
the upcoming wedding of Anant 
Ambani, the youngest son of 
India’s renowned business 
tycoon Mukesh Ambani with 
Radhika Merchant.

In the video he shared on his 
social media, the singer gave a 
voiceover in Punjabi to all the 

best moments from the show. 
He made funny observations 
about everyone who features 
in the clip, including Kareena, 
SRK, Vicky Kaushal, Arjun 
Kapoor, Kiara Advani, Karisma 
Kapoor,Saif Ali Khan, Rhea 
Kapoor, Ananya Panday and 
Ibrahim Ali Khan.

“Kareena Kapoor ne lambi 
baah kadd ke chakti boli, aur 
phir Karisma Kapoor kehdi 
Dosanjhwaaleya hauli hauli 
(Kareena Kapoor put her long 
arms in the air to the music and 
Karisma Kapoor asked me to go 
easy),” Diljit said.

Diljit’s reel has garnered loads 

of likes and comments.
“Diljit vibes>>>>>any other 

vibes,” a fan commented.
“Tussi chaa gaye paaji (You 

rocked it),” another user com-
mented.

Kareena enjoyed Diljit’s per-
formance to the fullest. Kareena 
and Saif joined Diljit on stage 
as well.

The singer gave a shoutout to 
Kareena saying, “Hogi Rihan-
na, hogi Beyonce, sadi ta ae 
he hai, Kareena (They have 
their Rihannas and Beyonces, 
Kareena is everything to us)” 
He then launched into the chart-
buster “Proper Patola.” Kareena 
wowed the audience with her 
dance moves.

Diljit has worked with Kareena 
in several films such as ‘Udta 
Punjab’ and ‘ Good Newwz’. He 
will soon be seen in a cameo in 
her film ‘Crew’, which also stars 
Tabu and Kriti Sanon. The film 
will hit the big screen on March 
29. Rajesh Krishnan has direct-
ed the project.

Randeep Hooda, who 
is gearing up for his 
upcoming directorial 

debut Swatantrya Veer 
Savarkar, has said that 
his film is not a propa-

ganda. The actor shared 
that it’s actually the anti-
dote to the propaganda 
against freedom fighter 
and politician Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar. 
The actor, who stars 
in the film in the titular 
role, spoke with the 
media on Monday at 
the film’s trailer launch 
in Mumbai.

Randeep opined as 
he told the media that 
the public perception 
of Savarkar has been 
heavily skewed owing 
to propaganda against 
him.

The actor said, “This 
is an anti-propaganda 
film. It will counter all 
the propaganda against 
Savarkar that has been 
going on since decades. 
He was not a ‘maaf-
iveer’ (apologist). Not 
only him, many other 
people too wrote mercy 
petitions at the time. 
I have addressed this 
very extensively in the 
film.”

Randeep Hooda says his film will 
counter decades of propaganda 
against Vinayak Damodar Savarkar

South actor Ram Charan’s 
makeup artist Zeba Hassan 
alleged that superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan disrespected the 
‘RRR’ actor with his “Idly vada” 
remark at the pre-wedding fes-
tivities of Anant Ambani and 
Radhika Merchant in Jamnagar.

Hassan also claimed that she 
“walked out” of the event after 
that happened.

Taking to Instagram, Hassan 
posted a video on her stories 
where Shah Rukh invited Ram 
Charan on stage which she cap-
tioned, “Bhend idly vada Ram 
Charan kahan hai tu?? I walked 
out after this. So disrespectful for 
a star like @alwaysramcharan.” 
On Day 2 of the gala event, 
Shah Rukh Khan, Salman, and 
Aamir performed the hook step 
of the Ram Charan and NTR 
Jr starrer ‘RRR’ song ‘Naatu 
Naatu’ on the stage.

After that, SRK asked Ram 

Charan, who also joined the 
festivities, to come on stage and 
shake a leg with them.

He jokingly said some gibber-
ish words, seemingly in Tamil 
or Telugu language which have 
hurt the sentiments of RRR 
actor’s makeup artist.

Soon after she made the 
claims, several social media 

users expressed their disap-
pointment over SRK’s ‘idly’ 
remarks and called them “insen-
sitive.”

A user wrote, “As a South 
Indian I feel very anguished on 
SRK for calling Ram Charan Sir 
by racist way.”

Another user wrote, “Calling 
a South Indian ‘idli vada’ can 

never be funny.” 
However, several SRK fans 

landed in support of the ‘Don’ 
actor saying that the ‘Chak De 
India’ actor’s remarks on stage 
were similar to his dialogues 
from one of his films ‘One 2 Ka 
4’.

Taking to X, users shared the 
clip of SRK’s dialogue from the 
film.

While some pointed out how 
SRK bowed to Ram Charan as 
he arrived on the stage, even 
though he is a senior actor.

The three-day pre-wedding 
festivities of Anant Ambani and 
Radhika Merchant were held 
in Jamnagar from March 1 to 
March 3.

Guests from all around the 
world attended the pre-wedding 
festivities of Reliance Chairman 
Mukesh Ambani’s youngest son, 
Anant in Jamnagar, Gujarat.

Ram Charan’s makeup artist alleges Shah Rukh 
Khan disrespected ‘RRR’ actor, King Khan’s 
fans come out in support

Ahead of Women’s 
Day, which is celebrat-
ed on March 8, actress-
singer Shruti Haasan 
has spoken about the 
importance of birth con-
trol, how men should 
be taking up a lot more 
parenting responsibility 
and use of contracep-
tive measures. 

Shruti, who does not 
shy away from speak-
ing her mind, said, “We 
need birth control for 
men, especially in a 
society like ours, where 
conversations around 
consent don’t really 
happen.”

“For women, planning 
a future, willingness 
to procreate and raise 
a family, whether they 
can physically and emo-
tionally afford to have 

a fourth or fifth baby 
— these are important 
discussions, and if men 
are not willing to under-

stand (this) or talk about 
protection, the onus 
(of childbirth) is on the 
woman,” she said.

Ahead of Women’s Day, Shruti 
Haasan talks about ‘birth 
control for men’

She was performing 
in a play at her college, 
unaware that the cast-
ing team of Imtiaz Ali’s 
upcoming film was in the 
audience, quietly scout-
ing for talent. That’s 
when Naila Grrewal got 
the offer for her debut 
film Tamasha in which 
she played fan girl and 
clown while Ranbir 
played the robot during 
a performance in the 
movie. Cut to now, the 
young actress has made 
it as the lead of Netflix 
series Maamla Legal 
Hai.

Naila says Maamla 
Legal Hai is a tale that 
beckoned her amidst the 
hustle of another com-
mitment. “The story’s 
irresistible charm drew 
me in,” she confesses. 
From the whirlwind audi-
tion process to stepping 
into the delightful mad-
ness of Ananya Shroff’s 
world, Naila shares the 
excitement and experi-
mentation that fuelled 
her journey into this new 
venture. “I was knee-
deep in another proj-
ect when the script for 
Maamla Legal Hai came 
to me. One look at it and 
I knew I had to seize the 
opportunity. Both Rahul 
sir, the director, and Sau-
rabh sir, the writer, had a 

clear vision for Ananya 
Shroff’s character. The 
clarity and dedication to 
their vision instilled con-
fidence in me.”

Her character in the 
series, Naila says, is 
a paradox personified. 
“She’s sharp and enig-
matic, yet feels out of 
place in the unfamiliar 
setting of the Patparga-
nj District Court. Despite 
being a swanky third-
generation lawyer with 

an LLM from Harvard, 
she’s returned to India 
with a desire to provide 
legal aid to the under-
privileged. Ananya’s 
lifestyle, like her choice 
of alkaline water and 
almond milk for lunch, 
contrasts with her sur-
roundings, making her 
feel like a fish out of 
water. What truly sets 
her apart is her seam-
less transition between 
intellect, instinct, and 

boundless curiosity. 
She’s genuine in her 
intentions, never look-
ing down on those less 
fortunate, while navi-
gating her place in the 
chaos of the Patparganj 
District Court. And yes, 
she also rocks a killer 
wardrobe, because who 
says lawyers can’t slay 
in stilettos?”

There were many take-
homes that this project 
offered. From working 
with seasoned actor 
Ravi Kishan, which 
she calls an invaluable 
learning experience, to 
a crew that paid atten-
tion to detail in every 
dialogue, turn and reac-
tion, enhancing the 
overall experience. “His 
unwavering dedication, 
his infectious enthusi-
asm and of course, his 
quirky one-liners that 
had everyone in splits, 
every moment with 
Ravi sir on the sets of 
Maamla Legal Hai was 
a masterclass in itself. 
Then, the cast’s ability 
to effortlessly turn even 
the smallest gesture into 
comedic gold was truly 
remarkable. Each day 
on the set was a perfect 
blend of laughter and 
genuine connections, 
making it an incredibly 
enjoyable experience. 

It’s truly fulfilling to col-
laborate with a team so 
deeply invested in their 
craft.”

As we shift gears, Naila 
is too happy to talk about 
her upcoming film, Ishq 
Vishk Rebound, where 
she plays the parallel 
lead. “It’s bound to bring 
a wave of nostalgia and 
excitement for the audi-
ences,” she shares. 
Revisiting the charac-
ters and storylines, Naila 
emphasises the promise 
of new twists and turns. 
And collaborating with 
co-actors Rohit Saraf, 
Pashmina Roshan, and 
Jibraan Khan, she says, 
“Proved to be a roller-
coaster ride of nostalgia 
and newfound adven-
tures. Each co-actor 
brought their own unique 
flair to the table, infusing 
the set with energy and 
camaraderie that was 
simply infectious.”

Reflecting on her jour-
ney, Naila explains she 
was always gravitated 
towards dance and the-
atre since her school-
days, but the decision 
to pursue acting as a 
full-fledged career is 
thanks to Tamasha. “My 
experience in Tamasha 
really served as the cat-
alyst, igniting a passion 
for performing in front of 

the camera like never 
before. The magic of 
being on set, surround-
ed by the hustle-bustle, 
the electric energy of 
fellow creatives, and 
the intoxicating thrill of 
embodying a character 
in front of a magnificent 
moving camera became 
an irresistible pull for 
me. From that moment 
on, there was no looking 
back.”

Navigating the uncer-
tainties of the film indus-
try, Naila says being an 
actor is like walking a 
tightrope. “It’s a journey 
filled with challenges, 
where rejection and self-
doubt often lurk in the 
shadows. As an outsid-
er, the path can be espe-
cially daunting, requiring 
perseverance, resilience 
and an unwavering 
belief in oneself. Yet, 
amidst all the uncertain-
ties, there’s complete 
thrill in the pursuit of 
artistic expression, a 
joy in bringing charac-
ters to life, and a sense 
of fulfilment in touching 
the hearts and minds 
of audiences. While the 
road may be tough, the 
rewards of performing 
and the pursuit of one’s 
passion make every 
obstacle worthwhile.”

Naila Grrewal’s acting career that started with a Tamasha, 
takes positive turn after her stint as the lead actor in 
Netflix series Maamla Legal Hai

Sahil Salathia, who is best known for featuring in 
Ashutosh Gowariker’s film Panipat, will attend pre-
Oscars party in Los Angeles. He will mark his pres-
ence at the coveted event, representing India.

Excited about it, Sahil said, “I have always believed 
in doing quality work in my career and I think it has 
been paying off. I am very excited to be invited to cel-
ebrate South-Asian excellence at the Oscars this year. 
I am very excited to meet the 2024 Oscar nominees 
and the shortlisted filmmakers.” The event will also 
witness the presence of Kal Penn, Lilly Singh, Utkarsh 
Ambudkar, Tan France, Hannah Simone, Rupi Kaur, 
Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, Anita Chatterjee, Shruti 
Ganguly and Archana Misra.

The 2024 Oscars will be held on March 10 at the 
Dolby Theatre at Ovation Hollywood in Los Angeles. 
Jimmy Kimmel will return as the host.

Sahil Salathia to attend 
pre-Oscars party
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KOLKATA, Mar 6 (Agencies): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Wednesday unveiled mul-
tiple Metro projects across the 
country, including India’s first 
underwater Metro line in Kol-
kata.

The Rs 4,965-crore Howrah 
Maidan-Esplanade section 
of Kolkata Metro’s East-West 
Corridor, which has the first 
transportation tunnel “under 
any mighty river in India”, was 
inaugurated by the PM. The 
stretch also has the deepest 
metro station in the country—
the Howrah Metro station.

After the inauguration pro-
gramme, Modi took a metro 
ride from Esplanade to Howrah 
Maidan along with schoolchil-
dren.

The under-river section of the 
tunnel is 520 metres long, and 
a train will take around 45 sec-

onds to cross it, officials said.
From the function at the Espla-

nade Metro station, the PM also 
inaugurated the Kavi Subhash-
Hemanta Mukhopadhyay sec-
tion of the New Garia-Aiport 
line and the Taratala-Majerhat 
section of the Joka-Esplanade 

line of the Kolkata Metro, the 
country’s oldest Metro network.

The Majerhat Metro station is 
a unique elevated installation 
across railway lines, platforms 
and a canal, an official state-
ment said.

Modi also inaugurated the 

Duhai-Modinagar (North) sec-
tion of the Delhi-Meerut RRTS 
Corridor, Pune Metro’s Ruby 
Hall Clinic-Ramwadi stretch, 
Kochi Metro’s SN Junction to 
Tripunithura section and Agra 
Metro’s Taj East Gate-Manka-
meshwar section.

The PM also laid the founda-
tion stone for the extension of 
the Pune Metro between Pimpri 
Chinchwad and Nigdi.

These sections will help 
decongest road traffic and pro-
vide seamless, easy and com-
fortable connectivity, the state-
ment said.

The section of the Agra Metro 
that was inaugurated will 
enhance connectivity to histori-
cal tourist places, it said.

The 17-km section of the 
RRTS will boost economic activ-
ity in the NCR, it added.

PM Modi unveils multiple Metro projects, including 
India’s first underwater corridor in Kolkata

KOLKATA, Mar 6 
(Agencies): In a major 
decision announce-
ment ahead of upcom-
ing Lok Sabha, West 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on 
Wednesday hiked the 
salaries of Anganwadi 
and and their assistants 
beginning this April.

The monthly remu-
neration of Angan-
wadi workers has 
been increased from 
Rs 8,250 to Rs 9,000, 
while those of assis-
tants of the Anganwadi 
workers have been 
hiked by Rs 750 and will 
come into foce starting 
next month.

The chief minister 
also announced a hike 
of Rs 500 per month for 
Integrated Child Devel-
opment Scheme (ICDS) 
workers.

The hike in salaries of 
the Anganwadi work-

ers in Bengal comes 
on the day Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is 
in the state to inagurate 
several developmental 
projects.

“Asha workers are our 
pride as they work very 
hard. They support us 
in all the bad times. I 
am happy to announce 
that their salaries have 
been increased by Rs 
750 from the month of 
April. The Anganwadi 
workers get Rs 8,250. 
Their salaries have 
been increased by Rs 
750 (from April). The 
ICDS helpers get about 
Rs 6000. Their salaries 
have been increased by 
Rs 500 from April 1,” 
the Chief Minister said.

She further said that 
the state government 
always “stands with the 
people.”

“I wish they (agan-
wadi workers) do well 

in life. Maa Maati Maa-
nush government shall 
always be with the 
people,” she added.

Anganwadi Services 
is a centrally spon-
sored scheme and the 
implementation of the 
scheme falls under the 
ambit of state govern-
ment and UT admin-
istration. Filling up 
vacant posts at vari-
ous levels is taken up 
with the state govern-
ments and UT Admin-
istrations through sus-
tained engagements 
and video conferences.

Recently, the Odisha 
government increased 
remunerat ion fo r 
anganwadi and mini-
anganwadi workers.

The monthly remu-
neration of Anganwadi 
workers was increased 
from Rs 7,500 to Rs 
10,000, while that of 
Mini-Anganwadi work-
ers has been hiked to 
Rs 7,250 from Rs 5,375 
in Odisha.

The Kerala Govern-
ment had this January 
announced a wage hike 
for over 60,000 Angan-
wadi workers and help-
ers in the State with an 
increment of up to Rs 
1,000.

Mamata Banerjee announces 
hike in salaries of Anganwadi 
workers in West Bengal

After the inauguration, Modi takes Metro ride from Esplanade to Howrah Maidan 
along with schoolchildren

LUCKNOW, Mar 6 (Agencies): Five 
people of a family were killed and four 
others injured when two LPG cylin-
ders exploded in a house in the Hata 
Hazrat Sahab area here, police said on 
Wednesday.

The incident took place Tuesday 
around 10.30 pm in the area under 
Kakori Police Station jurisdiction.

The blast was preceded by a fire, 
which was said to be caused by a short 
circuit.

It took three teams of fire brigade and 
the help of locals to douse the fire.

Nine members of the family were 
rushed to the Trauma Centre of King 
George Medical University, where five 
of them died, police said.

The victims were identified as Mushir, 
50, his wife Husn Bano, 45, Raiya, 7, 
Uma, 4, and Hina, 2, they said.

Isha, 17, Lakab, 21, Amjad, 34, and 
Anam, 18, were hospitalised with 
wounds, police added.

5 Of Family Killed In Twin Cylinder 
Blasts In Lucknow

PUDUCHERRY, Mar 
6 (Agencies): The body 
of a nine-year-old girl 
who had been missing 
for two days was recov-
ered from a drain in 
Puducherry. Her hands 
and legs were found 
tied with ropes.

The girl had gone 
missing on Saturday 
while playing, after 
which her parents, 
Narayanan and Mythili, 
searched for her but 
failed. Subsequently, 
they filed a missing 
complaint with the 
police and teams were 
formed to track the girl.

However, two days 
later, the girl’s decom-

posed body was found 
dead in a drain near 
her residence with her 
hands and legs tied.

Soon after the body 
was retrieved, protests 
broke out as locals 
blocked roads demand-
ing immediate arrest of 
the accused, assuring 
safety for women and 
children.

Paramilitary forces 
were called in to the 
scene to maintain law 
and order.

Meanwhile, police, 
after scanning CCTV 
footage, detained five 
people for questioning.

Further investigation is 
underway.

Hands, legs tied, 
missing girl’s body found 
in Puducherry drain

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 (Agencies): The 
Delhi Police has registered an FIR in 
connection with posters carrying a pic-
ture of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
with fugitive businessmen Nirav Modi 
and Vijay Mallya that came up in sev-
eral parts of central Delhi, an officer 
said on Wednesday.

The posters carried the caption “Modi 
ka asli pariwar” (real family of Modi) 
with ‘Bhartiya Yuva Congress’ written 
at the bottom.

A senior police officer said a case 
under Delhi Prevention of Defacement 
of Property Act has been registered 
against unknown persons at Tughlak 
Road Police Station and the posters 
have been removed.

The case was registered at the com-
plaint of an official from the New Delhi 
Municipal Council on Tuesday, he said.

Police said the posters did not carry 
the name of the publisher or the person 
who put them up.

PM Modi on Monday said 140 crore 
Indians are his “family,” as he mounted 
a counter-offensive over RJD’s Lalu 
Prasad’s “no family” jibe at him.

The BJP rallied behind its leader by 
launching a “Modi ka Parivar” campaign 
on social media.

As several BJP leaders added “Modi 
ka Parivar” in their social media bio, 
the Congress on Tuesday asked the 
party whether fugitive businessmen 
Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya were also 
in this family.

‘Modi ka Parivar’: Posters with 
picture of PM Modi with fugitives 
come up in central Delhi; FIR filed

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): Observing that the “public 
trust doctrine” has been thrown 
into the waste bin, the Supreme 
Court pulled up former Uttara-
khand minister Harak Singh 
Rawat and a former divisional 
forest officer on Wednesday for 
allowing illegal construction and 
felling of trees in the Corbett 
Tiger Reserve (CTR).

An apex court bench headed 
by Justice B R Gavai said it 
was amazed at the audacity 
of Rawat, who was the forest 
minister in the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government in 2021 
and is now with the Congress, 
and former divisional forest offi-
cer Kishan Chand in giving stat-
utory provisions a total go by.

“Since the matter is pending 
investigation by the CBI, we do 
not propose to comment any 
further on the matter.

We have also observed that 
this cannot be done by two per-
sons only.

Many other persons must have 
been involved,” the bench, also 
comprising Justices P K Mishra 

and Sandeep Mehta, said.
The apex court directed the 

Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), which is already prob-
ing the case, to file its status 
report in the matter within three 
months.

“This is a case where bureau-
crats and politicians have 
thrown public trust doctrine in 
the waste bin,” it added.

The court’s judgment came 
on a petition filed by environ-
ment activist and lawyer Gaurav 
Bansal alleging destruction of 
the tiger habitat and a decline 
in the tiger density in the Lans-
downe Forest Division owing 
to illegal construction in the 
Pakhro Tiger Safari as well 
as illicit felling of thousands of 
trees.

“They (Rawat and Chand) 
have, in blatant disregard of 
the law and for commercial pur-
poses, indulged in mass felling 
of trees to construct buildings 
on the pretext of promotion of 
tourism,” the bench said, adding 
that the state cannot run away 
from the responsibility of restor-

ing the status of the forest.
The court said it was amazed 

at the audacity of Rawat and 
Chand in giving statutory provi-
sions a total go by.

It also formed a committee to 
look at whether tiger safaris can 
be allowed in the buffer or fringe 
areas of national parks.

The Central Empowered Com-
mittee of the Supreme Court 
had earlier held Rawat and 
Chand responsible for various 
illegal activities, including con-
structions in connection with 
a tiger safari in 2021, in the 
Pakhro and Morghatti forest 
areas of the Kalagarh Forest 
Division of the CTR.

In its report submitted to the 
apex court, the committee held 
Rawat and Chand guilty of con-
struction activities in connection 
with the tiger safari and other 
illegal projects in the Pakhro 
and Morghatti forest areas.

It had also given its green 
signal to the Uttarakhand vigi-
lance department to continue 
with the legal proceedings 

against the forest officials 
involved in the irregularities.

The committee had said even 
when the media was report-
ing all kinds of disturbances in 
Pakhro and Morghatti, the then 
chief wildlife warden and the 
state government did not take 
action against the culprits.

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) had earlier raided the 
residences of Rawat and Chand 
in connection with illegal con-
struction in the tiger reserve.

The CTR, famous for the Royal 
Bengal Tiger, remains closed 
for tourists during monsoon and 
opens in October-November.

Spread over an area of 
1,288.31 square kilometres, it 
is known for its biodiversity and 
the density of tigers here is the 
highest in the world.

Rawat was the forest minister 
in the BJP government in Utta-
rakhand in 2021.

He was expelled by the saffron 
party ahead of the 2022 state 
Assembly polls, following which 
he joined the Congress.

Illegal construction in Corbett tiger reserve: SC raps former 
Uttarakhand forest minister Rawat, ex-forest officer

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 
(Agencies): Medal win-
ners in all Khelo India 
competitions will now be 
eligible for government 
jobs as per a revised 
criteria, Sports Minister 
Anurag Thakur said on 
Wednesday.

Thakur said the move 
is in keeping with 
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi’s “vision of a 
robust sports ecosys-
tem, nurturing talent 
at grassroots level and 
turning sports into a 
lucrative and viable 
career option.”

He said the depart-
ment of personnel and 
training, in consultation 
with the sports ministry, 
has made “progressive 

revisions to the eligibil-
ity criteria for sportsper-
sons seeking govern-
ment jobs.”

“This groundbreaking 
step now extends eligi-
bility to medal winners 
from the Khelo India 
Games—Youth, Uni-
versity, Para and Winter 
Games—to be eligible 
for government jobs. 
Additionally, games 
and events have been 
clearly defined to ensure 
inclusivity across vari-
ous sports,” Thakur said 
in his post on X.

“These revised rules 
mark a significant stride 
in supporting our ath-
letes in making Bharat 
a sporting superpower,” 
he added.

Khelo India Games 
were first organised in 
2018 as part of the Modi 
Gvernment’s initiative to 
revitalise sports culture 
at the grassroots level.

Khelo India medal winners now 
eligible for government jobs

REWARI, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): Five people were 
killed here in a head-
on collision between a 
Haryana Roadways bus 
and a car, police said on 
Wednesday.

All five deceased were 
car occupants, said 
police.

The accident took 
place near Siha village 
on Mahendragarh road.

Police said the vic-

tims were returning 
to Charkhi Dadri after 
attending a wedding.

Locals helped the vic-
tims get out of the car 
and rushed them to a 

trauma centre, where 
the doctor declared all 
five dead.

“We have kept the 
bodies of the deceased 
in the mortuary. Also, 
the families of those 
who died have been 
informed. Post mortem 
will be conducted after 
the arrival of the family 
members. An FIR is 
being registered,” said 
a senior police officer.

Tragic head-on collision claims five 
lives in Haryana

NALLAGATLA, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): At least five people were 
killed in a road accident in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Nallagatla vil-
lage on Wednesday. The accident 
occurred at nearly 5 am when a 
family was on its way from Hyder-
abad to Tirupati Devasthanam.

The car reportedly rammed a 
truck on the national highway, thus 
killing all members of the family 
on the spot.

Allagadda Rural CI Hanuman-
tha Naik arrived at the spot soon 
after receiving information about 
the accident. 

However, the five people suc-
cumbed to their injuries.

Their bodies were sent for post-
mortem.

5 killed as car rams truck in Andhra Pradesh
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DUBAI, Mar 6 (Agencies): 
The Palestinian group Hamas 
said on Wednesday it would 
continue working towards 
achieving a ceasefire in Gaza 
with Israel despite the absence 
of Israeli negotiators from the 
latest round of talks in Cairo.

“We are showing the required 
flexibility in order to reach a 
comprehensive cessation of 
aggression against our people, 
but the occupation is still evad-
ing the entitlements of this 
agreement,” Hamas said in a 
statement.

Negotiators from Hamas, 
Qatar and Egypt - but not Israel 
- are in Cairo trying to secure 
a 40-day ceasefire in the war 
between Israel and the Islamist 
group in time for the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan, 
which begins early next week.

U.S. President Joe Biden said 
on Tuesday that it was in the 
hands of Hamas whether to 
accept a deal on the table for 
a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip 
in exchange for the release of 
Israeli hostages, as delegations 
held a third day of talks with no 
sign of a breakthrough.

The deal presented to Hamas 
would free some hostages cap-
tured by Palestinian militants 
in the Oct. 7 on Israel which 
sparked the war, while aid to 
Gaza would be increased to try 
to avert famine as hospitals treat 
acutely malnourished children, 
and Hamas would provide a list 
of all the hostages held in Gaza.

The United States on Tuesday 
revised language in a draft U.N. 
Security Council resolution to 
back “an immediate ceasefire 
of roughly six-weeks in Gaza 

together with the release of all 
hostages,” according to the text 
seen by Reuters.

The third revision of the text 
- first proposed by the United 
States two weeks ago - now 
reflects blunt remarks by Vice 
President Kamala Harris call-
ing on Israel to do more to ease 
the “humanitarian catastrophe” 
in Gaza.

The release of sick, wounded, 
elderly and women hostages 
would result in an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza of at least 
six weeks, U.S. National Secu-
rity Adviser Jake Sullivan and 
Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani stressed at a meeting on 
Tuesday, the White House said.

“This first phase of a cease-
fire would also enable a surge 
of humanitarian assistance to 
the people of Gaza, and pro-
vide time and space to secure 
more enduring arrangements 
and sustained calm,” the White 
House statement said.

Earlier in Beirut, Hamas official 
Osama Hamdan repeated his 
group’s main demands: an end 
to the Israeli military offensive, 
withdrawal of Israeli forces, and 

the return of all Gazans to the 
homes they had been forced to 
flee.

He said any exchange of pris-
oners cannot take place except 
after a ceasefire. Israel for its 
part wants merely a pause in 
fighting to get hostages out of 
Gaza and more aid in, insisting 
that it will not end the conflict 
before Hamas is “eliminated”.

Washington, Israel’s main 
political and military backer and 
a sponsor of the talks, also put 
the onus squarely on Gaza’s 
rulers.

“It’s in the hands of Hamas 
right now. Israelis have been 
cooperating. There’s been a 
rational offer,” Biden told report-
ers. “If we get to the circum-
stance that it [fighting] contin-
ues to Ramadan ... it’s gonna 
be very dangerous.”

Palestinian-Israeli violence in 
Israel and the occupied Pales-
tinian territories often spikes 
during Ramadan, as does hostil-
ity towards Israel in the Arab and 
Muslim world, creating a strong 
incentive for leaders to clinch a 
deal before then.

HAMAS SAYS IT HAS PRE-
SENTED OWN DRAFT

Hamas says Washington’s 
stance is designed to deflect 
blame from Israel if the talks 
collapse.

Senior Hamas official Bassem 
Naim said Hamas had present-
ed its own draft deal, and was 
awaiting a response from Israel, 
adding: “(Prime Minister Benja-
min) Netanyahu doesn’t want to 
reach an agreement and the ball 
now is in the Americans’ court.”

A source had told Reuters ear-
lier that Israel was staying away 
because Hamas had refused to 
furnish a list of hostages who 
are still alive. Naim said this was 
impossible without a ceasefire 
as hostages were scattered 
across the war zone.

The U.S. has also urged 
Israel to do more to alleviate 
the humanitarian catastrophe in 
Gaza, where more than 30,000 
Palestinians have been killed by 
Israel’s assault, launched after 
Hamas attacks that killed 1,200 
people in October.

“We must get more aid into 
Gaza,” Biden said.

Famine looms over the Gaza 
Strip as aid supplies, already 
sharply curtailed during the 
war, have dwindled to barely a 
trickle. Swathes of the territory 
are completely cut off from food. 
Gaza’s few functioning hospi-
tals, already overwhelmed by 
the wounded, are now filling with 
children starving to death.

The U.S. military, in coordi-
nation with Jordan, airdropped 
36,000 meals into northern 
Gaza on Tuesday, a programme 
Washington began last week. 
Aid agencies say this is paltry 
compared to the scale of the 
hunger.

Hamas Says “Showing Flexibility”, Will Continue 
Ceasefire Negotiations

COLOMBO, Mar 6 
(Agencies): Sri Lan-
ka’s president said on 
Wednesday that he 
was seeking a mora-
torium on foreign debt 
repayments until 2028, 
following a govern-
ment default during the 
island nation’s unprece-
dented economic crisis 
two years ago.

A collapse in foreign 
exchange reserves saw 
months of food and fuel 
shortages along with 
street protests that 
forced the ouster of 
President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe’s prede-
cessor in 2022.

Sri Lanka has since 
signed up to an Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
rescue package and is 
working to repair public 
finances since the gov-
ernment defaulted in 
April of that year.

Wickremesinghe said 
talks were still ongo-

ing with both bilateral 
and private creditors to 
restructure its billions 
of dollars in loans and 
bonds.

“We intend to secure 
temporary relief of not 
having to service our 
debts till the end of 
December 2027,” Wick-
remesinghe told law-
makers in parliament.

Sri Lanka’s foreign 
debt stood at USD 52.65 
billion at the end of Sep-
tember 2023, according 
to central bank figures.

To maintain the IMF 
bailout programme, Sri 
Lanka must clinch a firm 
deal with foreign credi-
tors, both bilateral and 
private bondholders, 
before the IMF’s next 
review of the economy 
by June this year.

The IMF released a 
USD 337-million second 
tranche of its bailout 
loan in December after 
Colombo secured an “in 

principle” debt agree-
ment with Beijing.

China is Sri Lanka’s 
biggest single bilateral 
lender, accounting for 
around 10 per cent of 
the island’s total foreign 
debt.

Neither Colombo nor 
Beijing have disclosed 
details of the offer, but 
the IMF said it was suf-
ficient to ensure the 
island’s debt sustain-
ability. But the IMF said it 
wanted the “in principle” 
agreement between the 
two countries firmed up 
before the next review.

Official sources in Sri 
Lanka have said the 
Chinese deal included 
a mix of extending the 
tenure and reducing 
interest on bilateral 
debt, instead of taking a 
haircut on its loans.

Sri Lanka’s economy 
has stabilised since the 
worst of the 2022 crisis, 
which saw months of 
civil unrest culminating 
in the ouster of then-
president Gotabaya Raj-
apaksa when thousands 
of protesters stormed 
his home.

Wickremesinghe has 
drastically raised taxes 
and cut generous con-
sumer subsidies to 
boost government rev-
enue, in line with IMF 
recommendations.

Sri Lanka seeks debt 
moratorium until 2028 amid 

economic recovery effortsWe are showing the required flexibility in order to reach a comprehensive cessation 
of aggression against our people A collapse in foreign exchange reserves saw months 

of food and fuel shortages along with street 
protests that forced the ouster of President Ranil 

Wickremesinghe’s predecessor in 2022.

WASHINGTON, Mar 
6 (Agencies): Former 
First Lady of the 
United States, Michelle 
Obama, has no inten-
tions to run for President 
in the upcoming 2024 
elections, her office has 
revealed, as per a report 
in NBC News.

“As former First Lady 
Michelle Obama has 
expressed several times 
over the years, she 
will not be running for 
president,” said Crys-
tal Carson, director of 
communications for her 
office.

“Mrs Obama supports 

President Joe Biden and 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris’ re-election cam-
paign.”

Meanwhile, Obama’s 
aid cited her conversa-
tion with Oprah Win-
frey from last year as 

evidence of her way of 
thinking and the reason 
she would probably 
never run for office.

“Politics is hard. And 
the people who get into 
it ... you’ve got to want it. 
It’s got to be in your soul, 

because it is so impor-
tant. It is not in my soul,” 
in a Netflix special, she 
said.

In a 2022 BBC inter-
view, she also said 
she “detests” questions 
about running for presi-
dent.

Last month, Michelle 
Obama said she was 
“terrified” about the 
potential results of the 
2024 presidential elec-
tion, USAToday report-
ed.

The development 
comes after a poll 
revealed that Michelle 
Obama was the lead-

ing choice to replace 
President Joe Biden as 
the Democratic party’s 
candidate for the presi-
dential elections.

Notably, about 48 
per cent of Democratic 
voters had expressed 
their choice of the party 
“finding another can-
didate to replace Joe 
Biden before the elec-
tion in November”, com-
pared to 38 per cent who 
disapprove.

The 2024 presidential 
election will all but see 
a possible rematch of 
Joe Biden and Donald 
Trump.

Michelle Obama ‘will not be running’ for US 
President, says office

SYDNEY, Mar 6 
(Agencies): It may have 
deadly animals and wild 
weather, but Palm Cove 
in Australia’s northeast 
has been named the 
world’s best beach, 
beating rivals in Hawaii, 
Greece and Fiji.

The two-kilometre 
stretch of pristine white 
sands backed by rows 
of palm trees was 
ranked number one 
beach in the world by 
the magazine Conde 
Nast Traveller.

Palm Cove sits well 
within Australia’s “Croc 

Country” and its bus-
tling restaurants and 
high-end hotels were 
battered by Tropical 
Cyclone Jasper late last 
year.

But Mayor Terry James 
believes its natural 
assets including “mag-
nificent melaleucas” 
-- a plant -- mean it is 
deserving of a best-in-
the-world ranking.

“Recognition of Palm 
Cove as the world’s 
number one beach by 
an award-winning travel 
magazine and website 

only validates what 
locals already know 
about Palm Cove,” said 
James.

Many other Aussie 
beaches made the 
list, including Wategos 
Beach near Byron 
Bay, Mona Vale Beach 
in Sydney’s northern 
suburbs and Noosa in 
Queensland.

Other top contenders 
were Honopu Beach on 
Hawaii’s island of Kauai, 
Ora Beach in Indonesia 
and Dune du Pilat in 
France.

Australia’s Beach Named 
World’s Best Despite Deadly 
Animals, Wild Weather

MOSCOW, Mar 6 
(Agencies): Russian 
President Vladimir 
Putin’s foreign intel-
ligence chief has said 
French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
refusal to rule out send-
ing European troops to 
fight Russian soldiers in 
Ukraine was extremely 
dangerous and irre-
sponsible.

Macron said last 
month that there was 
no consensus on send-
ing European troops 
to fight in Ukraine but 
that nothing should be 
excluded, though the 
United States and other 
European members of 
the alliance have said 
there were no plans to 
do so.

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has triggered 
the deepest crisis in 
Moscow’s relations with 
the West since the 1962 
Cuban Missile Crisis, 
and President Vladimir 

Putin has warned that 
the West risks provok-
ing a nuclear war if it 
sends troops to fight in 
Ukraine.

Asked about Macron’s 
remarks, Sergei Narysh-
kin, the head of Russia’s 
Foreign Intelligence Ser-
vice (SVR), the main 
successor to the KGB’s 
First Directorate foreign 
spying section, said they 
were deeply irrespon-
sible.

“This shows the high 
degree of political irre-
sponsibility of Europe’s 

leaders, in this case, the 
president of France,” 
Naryshkin told state 
television in remarks. 
“These statements are 
extremely dangerous.”

“It is sad to see this, 
sad to observe and sad 
to understand that the 
ability of current elites 
in Europe and the North 
Atlantic to negotiate is 
at a very low level,” he 
said.

“They more and more 
rarely demonstrate 
any common sense 
at all.” Russia and the 

United States have the 
world’s largest arsenals 
of nuclear weapons. 
President Joe Biden 
has cautioned that a 
conflict between Russia 
and NATO could trigger 
World War Three.

After the Russian inva-
sion in 2022, Western 
leaders said they would 
help Ukraine defeat 
Russian troops on the 
battlefield and drive 
out Russian troops. 
Ukraine recaptured 
large swathes of terri-
tory in 2022.

But Kyiv’s counterof-
fensive in 2023 failed 
to pierce heavily dug in 
Russian lines, and Rus-
sian forces have been 
pushing into Ukrainian 
territory just as U.S. sup-
port for Ukraine is tan-
gled in domestic political 
debates.

Russia controls just 
under one fifth of terri-
tory internationally rec-
ognised as Ukraine.

Russian spy chief scolds French President Macron 
for ‘extremely dangerous’ remark on Ukraine

MELBOURNE, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): Southeast Asian and Aus-
tralian leaders on Wednesday 
called for a quick and lasting 
ceasefire in Gaza, describing the 
humanitarian situation in the Pal-
estinian territory as “dire”.

“We urge for an immediate and 
durable humanitarian ceasefire,” 
said the leaders of 11 nations -- 
including Muslim-majority Indo-
nesia and Malaysia -- after days of 
diplomatic wrangling over the text.

The deteriorating situation in 
the Gaza Strip was a topic of 
fierce debate as leaders from 
the 10-nation ASEAN bloc con-
vened in Melbourne for a three-
day summit with their Australian 
counterparts.

With the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan around the corner, the 
United States and a growing list 
of nations have been stepping 
up efforts to secure some kind of 
pause in fighting.

“We condemn attacks against all 
civilians and civilian infrastructure, 
leading to further deterioration of 
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza 
including restricted access to food, 
water, and other basic needs,” 

ASEAN and Australia said.
“We call for rapid, safe, unim-

peded and sustained humanitarian 
access to all those in need, includ-
ing through increased capacity at 
border crossings, including by 
sea.”

The group also backed the 
UN’s Palestinian refugee agency, 
despite Australia pausing the 
group’s funding over allegations 
some of its staff were members of 
armed Islamist groups.

Singapore had baulked at a sug-
gestion the statement condemn 
“the use of starvation” in the Gaza 

Strip, language that would have 
infuriated Israel.

Diplomats also argued over 
whether the statement should call 
for a total ceasefire -- or a more 
temporary “humanitarian” pause.

Southeast Asia is home to about 
40 percent of the world’s Muslim 
population, and ASEAN heavy-
weights Indonesia and Malaysia 
are staunch supporters of the Pal-
estinian cause.

But other influential ASEAN 
nations such as Singapore have 
closer ties with Israel -- and are 
less eager to stoke controversy.

ASEAN Nations, Australia Call For 
Lasting Gaza Ceasefire
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PM Modi warns Mamata of ‘storm of 
Sandeshkhali’, says women power 
will decimate TMC

“Opposition leaders asking about my family, 
I want to tell them that the people of India are 
my family,” he added. 

Modi said he had reasons other than the 
opposition’s jibe to call people of the country 
his family. “Some people must be thinking 
that a politician abused me and that is why 
I am calling everyone as my family. But, I 
want you to know that I left my house at an 
early age. I used to wander like an ascetic. I 
did not have any money, yet there was not a 
day when I slept with an empty stomach. The 
poor have cared for me during those times. I 
feel a familial relationship with every citizen 
of this country,” said the Prime Minister. 

He added that the mothers, sisters and 
daughters of the country shield him from 
problems.

Rahul Gandhi greeted with ‘Modi-Modi’ 
chants, potatoes by BJP workers in MP; 
he responds with flying kiss

and asked how are you brother? And they 
stopped shouting and started smiling and 
then when I was leaving, they were doing 
like this (making gesture of blowing kisses).”

Earlier, Gandhi offered prayers at 
Mahakaleshwar temple in Ujjain along with 
former Madhya Pradesh chief minister Kamal 
Nath and state Congress president Jitu Pat-
wari.

Bakshi Stadium draped in 
National Tricolour for PM 
Modi’s visit

He will also launch the ‘Dekho Apna Desh 
People’s Choice Tourist Destination Poll’ and 
‘Chalo India Global Diaspora Campaign’. The 
prime minister will also announce tourist des-
tinations selected under Challenge Based 

Destination Development (CBDD) Scheme.
Besides, Prime Minister Modi will distrib-

ute appointment orders to about 1,000 new 
government recruits of Jammu and Kash-
mir and will also interact with beneficiaries 
of various government schemes, including 
women achievers, lakhpati didis, farmers and 
entrepreneurs etc.

The ‘Holistic Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme’ (HADP) programme is expected to 
equip about 2.5 lakh farmers with skill devel-
opment via dedicated Daksh Kisan portal.

Under the programme, about 2,000 Kisan 
Khidmat Ghars will be established and robust 
value chains will be put in place for the wel-
fare of the farming community, the official 
handout said.

The multiple initiatives under the Swadesh 
Darshan and PRASHAD schemes to be ded-
icated to the nation by Prime Minister Modi 
include development of ‘Integrated Devel-
opment of Hazratbal Shrine’ in Srinagar, 
J&K tourism facilities developed in North-
east circuit in Meghalaya; Spiritual Circuit in 
Bihar and Rajasthan; Rural and Tirthankar 
Circuit in Bihar; development of Jogulamba 
Devi Temple, Jogulamba Gadwal District, 
Telangana; and development of Amarkantak 
Temple, Annupur District, Madhya Pradesh.

Prime Minister Modi will also launch about 
43 projects that will develop a wide range 
of pilgrimage and tourist sites across the 
country. These include important religious 
sites like the Annavaram Temple in Kaki-
nada district of Andhra Pradesh; Navagraha 
Temples in Thanjavur and Mayiladuthurai 
District of Tamilnadu and Karaikal district 
of Puducherry; Sri Chamundeshwari Devi 
Temple, Mysore District, Karnataka; Karni 
Mata Mandir, Bikaner District Rajasthan; 
Maa Chintpurni Temple, Una District, Him-
achal Pradesh; Basilica of Bom Jesus 
Church, Goa, among others. The projects 
also include development of various other 
sites and experience centres like Mechu-
ka Adventure Park in Arunachal Pradesh; 
Rural Tourism Cluster Experience at Gunji, 
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand; Ecotourism zone 
at Ananthagiri forest, Ananathagiri, Telanga-

na; Meghalayan Age Cave Experience and 
Waterfall Trails Experience at Sohra, Megha-
laya; Reimagining Cinnamara Tea Estate, 
Jorhat, Assam; Ecotourism experience at 
Kanjli Wetland, Kapurthala, Punjab; Julley 
Leh Biodiversity Park, Leh, among others.

During the programme, Prime Minister 
Modi will announce 42 tourist destinations 
selected under Challenge Based Destination 
Development (CBDD) Scheme. The inno-
vative scheme, announced during Union 
Budget 2023-24, aims to provide end-to-end 
tourist experiences by catalysing develop-
ment of tourist destinations while also pro-
moting sustainability and ushering competi-
tiveness in the tourism sector.

The 42 destinations have been identified 
in four categories (16 in Culture & Heritage 
Destination; 11 in spiritual destinations; 10 
in Ecotourism and Amrit Dharohar; and 5 in 
Vibrant Village).

Prime Minister Modi will launch the first ever 
nation-wide initiative to identify the pulse of 
the nation on tourism, in the form of ‘Dekho 
Apna Desh People’s Choice 2024’.

The aim of the nation-wide poll is to engage 
with citizens to identify most preferred tourist 
attractions and understand tourist percep-
tions across five tourism categories – Spiri-
tual, Cultural & Heritage, Nature & Wildlife, 
Adventure, and other categories. Besides the 
four main categories, the ‘other’ category is 
where one can vote for their personal favou-
rites and help uncover hidden tourism gems 
in the form of unexplored tourism attractions 
and destinations like Vibrant Border Villages, 
Wellness Tourism, Wedding Tourism etc.

The prime minister will launch the ‘Chalo 
India Global Diaspora Campaign’ with an 
aim to inspire the Indian diaspora to become 
Incredible India ambassadors and promote 
tourism to India.

The campaign is being launched based on 
the clarion call of the prime minister, wherein 
he requested the Indian diaspora members 
to encourage at least five non-Indian friends 
to travel to India.

With more than three crore overseas Indi-
ans, the diaspora can serve as a powerful 

catalyst for Indian tourism, acting as cultural 
ambassadors, the handout reads. 

J&K Court Awards Life Sentence 
to man in 2022 acid attack case

The court has also imposed a fine or Rs 
40 lakh. The fine can be recovered from his 
property. The fine has been imposed under 
section 421 (1) (b),” victim’s counsel Mir 
Naveed Gul said.

Two killed as landslides, 
avalanches hit parts of HP

In Lahaul and Spiti, 287 roads are blocked 
and there has been no electricity for the past 
60 hours. Mobile networks are being restored 
in the Spiti Valley, the officials said.

According to the state emergency opera-
tion centre, 849 transformers are out of order 
and 47 water supply schemes are disrupted 
in the state.

As many as 50 roads are closed for traffic 
in Kinnaur, 45 in Chamba, 43 in Shimla, 40 in 
Kullu, three each in Mandi and Sirmaur, and 
one in Kangra.

The meteorological department has issued 
a ‘yellow’ warning for thunderstorms accom-
panied by lightning at isolated places on 
Wednesday and a wet spell on March 6, 7, 
10 and 11.

Meanwhile, cold wave conditions persisted 
in most parts of the state with Keylong record-
ing the lowest temperature on Wednesday 
night at minus 10.8 degrees Celsius, accord-
ing to the weather office.

Kalpa recorded a low of minus 3 degrees 
Celsius, Narkanda minus 0.6 degrees Cel-
sius, Manali 0.1 degrees Celsius, Kufri 0.5 
degrees Celsius, Sarahan 1 degree Celsius, 
Dalhousie at 2 degrees Celsius, and Shimla 
and Solan 2.2 degrees Celsius.

Ladakh Bandh today amid deadlock 
over Sixth Schedule, Statehood 
demand

LAB co-chairman Chering Dorjey said they 

are not happy with the progress on talks 
with the Centre on key issues. “We want full 
implementation of the Sixth Schedule and 
Statehood for the Ladakh,” he said. “Talks 
have not progressed on that front with the 
Union Home Ministry.”

He said a bandh would be observed in both 
the districts of Leh and Kargil on Wednesday.

The deadlock arose as the MHA proposed 
indirect implementation of some aspects of 
the Sixth Schedule while Ladakh repre-
sentatives advocated for its direct imple-
mentation, particularly in the context of the 
demands for statehood.

Despite this impasse, the Home Minis-
try emphasised the need for continuous 
dialogue to provide necessary Constitu-
tional safeguards to the Union Territory 
of Ladakh.

Sources said the LAB and KDA are trying 
to put pressure on the Centre to get their 
demands fulfilled given the upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls. The BJP had won the lone 
Lok Sabha seat from Ladakh and the party 
wants to retain the seat.

Educationist and social reformer Sonam 
Wangchuk, who has been lobbying hard to 
get the demands of Ladakh accepted by the 
Centre, will be observing a fast on Wednes-
day in protest against the failed negotia-
tions, and a rally is scheduled in Leh.

LAB and KDA leaders, currently in New 
Delhi, are expected to return to Ladakh 
shortly. They have declared their intention 
to engage with the local population to dis-
cuss the future course of action after talks 
failed to make any headway.

Over the past two years, LAB and KDA 
leaders have participated in a series of 
meetings with the Union Home Minis-
try, focusing on a four-point agenda that 
includes Statehood, the Sixth Schedule, 
the establishment of a Public Services 
Commission, and the allocation of two 
Parliamentary seats for Ladakh.

Ladakh became a UT on August 5, 2019, 
after Article 370 was abrogated and Jammu 
and Kashmir was divided into two UTs of 
Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir.
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ANANTNAG, March 06 
:- In connection with Inter-
national Women’s Day, 
District Hub for Empower-
ment of Women (DHEW) 
Anantnag in collaboration 
with GDC Mattan under the 
direction of District Social 
Welfare Officer Anantnag, 
An awareness program 
was organized on theme 
of “Mission Shakti” at Gov-
ernment Degree College, 
Mattan. 

Principle Govt. Degree 
College Syed Javid Hus-
sain was the Chief Guest 
on this occasion.District 
Career Counselling Offi-
cer Anantnag Shaziya 

Qureshi, Assistant legal 
defence council Idrees 
Ahmad, Coordinator 
Child helpline Anantnag 
Misbah Altaf ,professor 
Abdul Salam, profes-
sor Shabir Ahmad, Prof. 
Suhail Ahmad and Sr. Lec-
turer Gazala Akhter were 
also present there while  
women participants from 
ICDS, Education,Health 

and College students were 
also present on the occa-
sion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, principle GDC 
Mattan highlighted different 
aspects of women empow-
erment and the rights. He 
said that women should 
be given equal status and 
respect in all fields

During the awareness 

programme various speak-
ers while highlighting the 
significant role played 
by women in social, eco-
nomic, political, educa-
tional and judicial fronts 
said that mass awareness 
about the rights of women 
and to acknowledge their 
achievements is the need 
of hour.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Career Counselling 
Officer said that the main 
objective of organizing this 
event is to make women 
in general aware of their 
rights under law and other 
entitlements under various 
enactments being provided 
to them.

She expressed concern 

over the growing violence 
against women in the 
society and stressed on 
creating legal knowledge 
among women folk regard-
ing their rights.

Shazia Qureshi said that 
everyone must ensure 
education and all other 
facilities to girl children for 
the progressive and devel-
oped society and said that 
every citizen must contrib-
ute for the gender equal-
ity and empowerment of 
the women by respecting 
women rights.

At the conclusion 
momentoes were distrib-
uted among speakers, 
College faculty members 
and students. 

DHEW organises Awareness Programme on 
International Women’s Day at GDC Mattan 

Top News Report

REASI, March 06: With 
a singular aim to promote 
peace and harmony 
in the area, the Indian 
Army organised ‘Quami 
Ekta Meet’ at Gulabgarh 
in District Reasi. During 
the event local panchayat 
members, religious lead-
ers and eminent per-

sonalities from the area 
were invited. The event 
saw positive exchange 
of opinions and ideas 
amongst the participants 
towards security aspects 
and inculcating spirit of 
religious harmony. A total 
of 18 civilians from various 
walks of life from areas of 
Gulabgarh and nearby 
villages participated in 

the said event. The event 
also provided them with 
a platform to interact and 
put forth ideas for devel-
opment in the area and 
instil sense of security and 
confidence. The initiative 
would boost bonhomie 
amongst the population 
from various religion and 
also strengthen connect 
between Army and Awam.

Indian Army organizes Quami 
Ekta Meet at Reasi

Top News Report

MENDHAR, Mar 6: 
On Day-2 of Multi-
Media Exhibition being 
organized by Central 
Bureau of Communica-
tion, Poonch, Ministry of 
Information and Broad-
casting, Government of 
India (J&K, Ladakh)on 
Viksit Bharat Mission, Ek 
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, 
Mission LiFE, Aganipath 
Scheme, Swachh Bharat 
Mission etc. at Shri 
Chhote Shah Memo-
rial Govt Degree College 
Mendhar. Javaid Iqbal 
Forest Range Officer, 
Poonch, Prof. Dr. Mohd 
Rafi, HOD Political Sci-
ence, GDC Mendhar, Dr. 
Ruhi, Medical Officer, 
Mendhar, Subedar Raju 
Sharam, 37 RR Mendhar, 
Faculty of GDC Mendhar, 
ITI Mendhar and officials 
of CBC attended the pro-
gramme. 

The day witnessed a 
huge foot fall of locals, 
Students & teachers of 
various schools, Officers 
& officials of various 

departments. Exhibition 
focuses achievements of 
Govt. of India in various 
fields.

 Displays are especially 
designed by ministry of 
Information and Broad-
casting, for enlighten-
ment of visitors about var-
ious schemes of Govt. of 
India. Expert Lectures of 
Resource Persons from 
departments of Health, 
Forest and Army on CSS, 
Open quiz, cultural pro-
grammes and video clips 
were the main attractions 
for visitors especially the 
youth.

Javaid Iqbal Forest 
range officer, Poonch 
said that Govt. of India 
is committed towards 
making India and the 
world pro-planet people. 
He discussed various 
initiatives under Mission 
LiFE. He enlightened the 
gathering about various 
objectives through which 
one can adopt a Life 
Style for Environment. 

Vijay Mattoo I/c CBC 
Poonch in his address 

gave a detailed overview 
of the Integrated Com-
munication and Outreach 
Programme (ICOP) being 
organized for three Days. 
He also related the Govt. 
policies and Schemes 
beneficial right from pre-
natal stage to old age and 
sickness of a person. He 
urged the audience to 
spread the word regard-
ing ICOP.

Resource Persons from 
Department of Health, Dr. 
Ruhi, from Army Sube-
dar Raju Sharma, 37 RR 
Mendhar & Sh. Imtiyaz 
Ahmed, Block Forest 
Range delivered expert 
Lectures on the Schemes 
related to their respective 
departments.

Students from GDC 
Mandhar and ITI Mend-
har visited the Exhibi-
tion and participated in 
IEC activities held at the 
venue. Theme based and 
folk Cultural items by M/s 
Saraswati sangeet Vidya-
lay were also meshed up 
with information on vari-
ous schemes. 

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Mar 6: 
Carrying forward the 
Student Development 
Programme, a “Panel 
Discussion on National 
Defence & Security” 
was organised by Army 
on the occasion of Kargil 
Vijay Diwas Rajat Jay-
anti Mahotsav at Chin-
gam, Kishtwar. A total 
of 20 youth participated 
in the event. The event 
was aimed at panel dis-
cussion with experts to 

educate the youth on the 
significance of national 
defence and security, 
and the roles they can 
play in safeguarding the 
country. 

This initiative brought 
together military experts, 
local leaders and youth 
in a collaborative forum, 
designed to provide 
insight into the complex-
ities of national secu-
rity while addressing the 
community’s concerns 
and questions. Through 
interactive sessions, 

demonstrations and 
engaging dialogues, the 
panel effectively illumi-
nated the various facets 
of national defence, 
underlining the critical 
role every citizen plays 
in the broader security 
framework of the coun-
try. 

This initiative not only 
empowered the villag-
ers/ youth with knowl-
edge but also reinforced 
the concept of shared 
responsibility in Nation’s 
sovereignty.

Multi- Media Exhibition by CBC 
enters day 2 at Mendhar 

Army organises Elocution 
Competition at Kishtwar

Top News Report

KULGAM, Mar 6: Acting tough against the persons 
involved in illegal extraction and transportation of min-
erals, police have arrested five persons and seized 4 
vehicles in Kulgam.

A police party of Police Station Devsar seized three 

vehicles (Tractors) and arrested three persons at Devsar, 
similarly two more persons were arrested by the police 
party of Police Station DH pora and a vehicle (Truck) has 
been seized for illegal extraction and transportation of 
minerals from Nallah Vaishow.

Accordingly, cases under relevant sections of law have 
been registered at respective police stations and further 
investigation  initiated.

Top News Report

POONCH, March 06: House-
holds in remote Lasana village 
in Poonch, lacking access to 
electric grids, are deprived of 
adequate electricity. Solar street 
lamps are the ultimate solution 
for these remote areas. Due to 
simplicity, these solar lamps can 
be installed even in harsh climatic 
conditions. Indian Army with the 
aim of improving the living con-

ditions of the remote village of 
Lasana, distributed solar lamps 
under the Operation Sadbha-
vana project. This act also gen-
erated a spirit of goodwill for Army 
amongst the residents. The resi-
dents wholeheartedly expressed 
their gratitude and acknowledged 
the role of Army in establishing 
peace in the region besides laud-
ing the efforts made by Army in 
fulfilling the aspirations of these 
under developed villages

Illegal extraction & 
transportation of minerals
Police arrests 5 persons, 
seizes 4 vehicles in Kulgam

Army distributes Solar Lamps at Poonch
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DARHAL, Mar 6: GDC 

Darhal, in collaboration 
with GHSS Darhal Boys 
and GHSS Darhal Girls, 
recently organized a 
special program called 
“Chunav ka Parv: Desh 
ka Garv.” 

The event was jointly 
coordinated by the NSS 
wing and IQAC of the 
college as part of the 
Viksit Bharat @2047 
here today, under the 
guidance and patronage 
of Principal Prof Zameer 
Ahmed Mirza.

In alignment with the 
guidelines set by the 
Ministry of Education, 
the program aimed to 
create awareness about 
the importance of voting 
and encourage the youth 
to exercise their demo-
cratic right responsibly. 

Dr. Mohd Akhlaq, the 
NSS coordinator, led a 
dedicated team of NSS 
volunteers who worked 

tirelessly to ensure the 
success of the program.

The highlight of the 
event was a session 
conducted by Dr. Mohd 
Saleem Wani, the Coordi-
nator of IQAC, who shed 
light on the significance 
of such events in achiev-
ing the goal of an enlight-
ened and emancipated 
democracy.

 His insightful speech 
stressed the importance 
of active participation in 
the electoral process for 
the progress and devel-
opment of the nation.

Principal Prof Zamir 

Ahmed Mirza while 
addressing the gathering 
said that he is delighted 
to see such enthusiasm 
and participation from 
our students in this pro-
gram. It is essential for 
the youth to understand 
the power they hold in 
shaping the future of 
our nation through their 
votes.

Events like these not 
only educate students 
about the importance 
of voting but also instill 
a sense of responsibil-
ity and duty towards our 
country. He congratulat-
ed the organizing com-

mittee for their efforts in 
making this program a 
success. 

Dr Ghulam Abbas HoD 
Persian said that Lan-
guage should never be a 
barrier for anyone to exer-
cise their right to vote. 
It is our duty to break 
down those barriers, 
encourage dialogue, and 
empower every individu-
al to make an informed 
choice during elections.

Dr Tahseen Ahmed 
HoD Geography said 
that through our geo-
graphical knowledge, 
we can understand the 
impact of our votes on 

various issues like cli-
mate change, economic 
development, and social 
justice. 

He encouraged all the 
students to approach 
every election with a 
global perspective.

Dr Anzar Ahmed HoD 
Arabic said that he is 
proud to see the youth 
of our college engaging 
in activities that foster a 
sense of responsibility 
towards our nation. Let us 
remember that our votes 
have the power to shape 
the future we want to see.

The program also fea-
tured various engaging 
activities such as poster 
competitions, slogan writ-
ing competitions, and a 
street play on the theme 
“Vote for Sure: Mera 
Pehla Vot

A large number of stu-
dents and staff members 
participated in the pro-
gram. Prominent among 
others were Dr.  Ghulam 
Abas, Dr. Taseem 
Ahmed, Dr. Mohd Akhlaq, 

GDC Darhal organises awareness programme on  
‘Chunav ka Parv: Desh ka Garv’

J&K MSMEs get boost, Laghu Udyog 
Bharati plans wide reach under guidance 
of RSS Pranth Pracharak Rupesh Kumar

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 6: In a 

proactive move to bol-
ster the Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) sector, Laghu 
Udyog Bharati’s Jammu 
and Kashmir unit con-
vened a crucial meeting 
of office bearers and 
core executive members, 
chaired by the esteemed 
Chief Guest Rupesh 
Kumar, RSS Prant Pra-
charak J&K. 

The meeting, organized 
under the leadership of 
Laghu Udyog Bharati 
J&K President Parveen 
Pargal, aimed to fortify 
the organization’s pres-
ence across the region.

During the session, 
Rupesh Kumar outlined 
strategies to expand the 
LUB unit throughout J&K 
which includes mass 
communication contact 
with the industrial organ-
isations across J&K, set-
ting up of all District Units 

and much more, empha-
sizing the crucial role of 
Laghu Udyog Bharati as 
the primary platform for 
MSMEs to voice their 
concerns and seek solu-
tions.

Par veen Parga l , 
expressing gratitude for 
the guidance provided 
by RSS Prant Pracharak 
J&K, pledged to enhance 
the efficacy of Laghu 
Udyog Bharati’s opera-
tions across J&K. He said 
Laghu Udyog Bharati is 
committed to empower 
MSMEs and fostering 
economic growth in the 
region.

The meeting was orga-

nized by the esteemed 
member of Laghu Udyog 
Bharati J&K besides 
National Executive 
Member Rajinder Gupta, 
Vice President J&K Adv. 
Ishant Gupta, Vice Presi-
dent Mukul Gupta, Gen-
eral Secretary Aagam 
Jain, Treasurer CA 
Pranav Gupta, and Exec-
utive Members includ-
ing Ajay Gupta (Pargal), 
Rajesh jain, Anil Suri, Ved 
Prakash Sharma, Vikram 
Gupta, Rajesh Gupta, 
Pankaj Jain, Anirudh 
Mahajan, Anil Gupta, Arun 
Gupta (Raju), Mohit Abrol, 
Sayam Sethi and others 
were the prominent who 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: HDFC 
Bank, India’s largest pri-
vate sector bank, has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Steel 
Authority of India Limit-
ed (SAIL) for Corporate 
Salary Relationship. 

Under the MoU, over 
60,000 on-roll and 65,000 
contractual employees 
of SAIL now have the 
opportunity to move to 
HDFC Bank’s Corporate 
Salary Account (CSA).

 The move will vastly 
benefit the employees 
of SAIL from the host 
of facilities offered as a 
part of the account. SAIL 
is one of the largest 
steel-making companies 
in India and one of the 
Maharatnas of the coun-
try’s central public sector 
enterprises.

This relationship also 
offers extended ben-
efits exclusively for the 

employees of SAIL which 
include family banking 
facility, personal and air 
accident cover, medical 
top-up and exclusive 
range of credit cards 
and access to attractive 
offers on personal loans, 
home loans, auto loans 
and two-wheeler loans.

The MoU with SAIL 
marks HDFC Bank’s 
5th association with a 
Public Sector Under-
taking (PSU) for corpo-
rate salary relationship. 
HDFC Bank already 
hosts salary accounts of 
some of the other PSU 
across various indus-
tries including petroleum, 
infrastructure, food secu-
rity and warehousing.

Manoj Mehta Sr. Vice 
President & Zonal Head 
EBFS, HDFC Bank said, 
“Through this partnership 
we look forward to cater-
ing to the banking needs 
of the 1,20,000 strong 
employee-base. They 

will have the benefit of an 
enhanced and differenti-
ated experience as the 
benefits associated with 
a salary account are tai-
lored to meet the needs 
of different industries.”

The MoU was signed by 
Praveen Nigam - ED F&A, 
SAIL and Manoj Mehta Sr. 
Vice President & Zonal 
Head EBFS, HDFC Bank 
in the presence of other 
senior officials including  
Manas Ranjan Rath- 
CGM HR, SAIL, Madhvi 
Vashist - GM Finance, 
Ashutosh Kumar Sr. Vice 
President & Regional 
Head PSU, HDFC Bank. 

Mayank Srivastava 
National Account Man-
ager – PSU, HDFC 
Bank,  Yatin Sehgal Clus-
ter Head, HDFC Bank  
Ashutosh Sinha - Area 
Acquisition Head, HDFC 
Bank and Radhika Sinha 
– RM PSU (Corporate 
Banking Group), HDFC 
Bank.

HDFC Bank signs MoU with SAIL for 
corporate salary relationship

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 6: Moti-

vated by PM Modi’s vision 
several youths joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), here at Jawahar 
Nagar in Gandhi Nagar 
Mandal, of Bahu Con-
stituency, District Jammu 
South. The mass joining 
was led by BJP senior 
leader, Seh Prabhari 
Jammu North Vinay 
Gupta. The Programme 
was organized by Gandhi 
Nagar Mandal President 
and cantonment board 
vice chairman Bharat 
Bhushan in the  pres-
ence of Akash Chopra, 
Pushpinder Charak, 
Narinder Gupta Koki, 
Rachit Khosla, Jasmeet 
Kour Pandey, Narmata 
Raina, Ritika Dhiman, 
Sushila Sharma, Lovisha 
Gupta, Priyanka Sharma, 
Shivali Khanghar and 
Shilpa Devi. All who join 

the BJP namely Renu 
Devi, Sunita Devi, Rohini, 
Tannu, Kanchan, Parmila, 
Veena, Archna, Neha, 
Saroj, Bimla, Paramjit 
Kaur, and Meena Kumari 
expressed, they are all 
driven and inspired by the 
works under the dynam-
ic, vibrant, vision of the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and also 
impressed by the service 
rendered by the union ter-
ritory of J&K. BJP’s erst-
while state leadership 
which compelled them to 
join the “nationalist party.

Vinay Gupta, while wel-
coming the new entrants 

into the party fold added 
that youth power shall 
boost the morale of the 
BJP cadre and help us 
to take the policies of 
government to the Gross 
root level. He said that 
every worker of the party 
works with the principle 
of the nation first in mind 
and the prime minister 
has himself established 
the highest benchmark 
of serving the society 
and the nation selflessly. 
Vinay also welcomed 
the youths belonging to 
the different segments 
of society and lauded 
them for their decision to 

join the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. On the occasion, 
Vinay added the phrase 
‘Modi ka Parivar’ to social 
media platforms, express-
ing his support for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Vinay counted while 
repeating the words of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the entire country is 
my family and everyone in 
the country is saying they 
are part of Modi’s family. 
Even for those who do 
not have anyone, Modi is 
there with them, and Modi 
is theirs. Vinay stated his 
entire life was devoted to 
the poor and the needy.

Vinay Gupta, in his 
impassioned address to 
the new entrants, with 
the citation that “Service, 
Struggle, and Sacrifice 
are the Hallmark of BJP. 
He guided the young guns 
to gear up for the upcom-
ing 2024 elections, high-
lighting the crucial role 
they would have to play in 
showcasing the achieve-
ments of Hon’ble Prime 
Minister Modi and contrib-
uting to the party’s suc-
cess in a futuristic vision. 

The new entrants 
thanked the entire senior 
BJP leadership and 
stated that they were 
driven by the great deci-
sion by the Modi Govern-
ment to revoke the spe-
cial status to Jammu and 
Kashmir under Article 370 
which forced them to join 
the nationalist party. They 
have got a big relief in the 
form of the decision which 
will promise their area a 
better future.

PM’s farsighted leadership motivating youngsters 
to join BJP: Vinay

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 6: Godrej Agrovet 

Limited (GAVL) successfully hosted 
the first edition of its ‘Women in Agri-
culture’ summit. A unique initiative 
to celebrate women in the sector, 
the summit aims to bring together 
diverse perspectives within the agri-
cultural landscape and engage in 
thought-provoking conversations to 
address and acknowledge the piv-
otal role of women in India’s agricul-
tural sector.

Despite the widespread miscon-
ception that agriculture is a male-
dominated field, our country’s data 
reveals a different reality. In India, 
86.1 million women, accounting for 
60 percent of all female workers in 
the country, are employed in agri-
culture. The percentage of women 
who depend on agriculture for their 
livelihood is as high as 84 percent 
in rural India. On the other hand, 
in the agri-businesses too, women 
continue to be outnumbered by men 
across positions. Hence the summit 
aimed to shed light on the crucial yet 
often overlooked role of women in 
Indian agriculture.

The panel discussion on enhanc-
ing employability for women in the 
agri-food sector deep dived into 
different aspects of skill gaps that 
women in the sector face and how 
educational and industry collabo-
ration could aid in addressing the 
situation. The other panel discussion 
focused on developing and advanc-
ing women in leadership roles and 
facilitated the exchange of thoughts 
and ideas while highlighting the need 
to empower women in the industry.

Commenting on the summit and 
initiative taken by the company, 
Balram Singh Yadav, Managing 

Director, GAVL, said, “Our women 
farmers, despite their larger pres-
ence and immense contribution to 
the sector, lack essential resourc-
es. Hence in a country wherein we 
have to feed billion plus people, we 
need to create an eco-system which 
thrives to promote the women not 
only on the farm fields but also the 
ones in agri-businesses. Imparting 
them with the necessary knowledge, 
infrastructure and support will defi-
nitely help us enhance the overall 
agricultural output of the country.”

He further added, “As India strives 
towards a future of sustainable devel-
opment, empowering the women 
across the value chain and recog-
nizing their significant contributions 
becomes non-negotiable. Hence, by 
partnering with the Agriculture Skill 
Council of India (ASCI), the Future 
Agriculture Leaders of India (FALI) 
and Godrej Good & Green, we aim 
to nurture 1 Lac women in the sector 
for better employment opportunities 
and economic upliftment.”

Agriculture Skill Council of India 
(ASCI) works towards capacity build-
ing by bridging gaps and upgrad-
ing skills of farmers, wage workers, 
self-employed & extension workers 
engaged in organized / unorganized 
segments of Agriculture & Allied Sec-
tors.

The Future of Agriculture Leaders 
in India (FALI), an initiative support-
ed by leading agribusiness entities, 
work with tens of thousands of rural 
students, getting them the technical, 
business and leadership skills they 
need to succeed in modern, sustain-
able agriculture and agro enterprise.

Mallika Mutreja, Head, Human 
Resources, GAVL, emphasized the 
importance of women’s empower-
ment, stating, “At GAVL, the empow-

erment of women is at the heart of 
every action we undertake. We firmly 
believe that feminization in agricul-
ture will aid us adapt best practises 
and address the structural inequali-
ties which is key for our industry 
in order to realise the potential of 
women farmers. While this inaugural 
summit in partnership with the Agri-
culture Skill Council of India, signi-
fies a crucial moment, as an entity 
which is focused on helping feed our 
nation, we look forward to more such 
collaborations in the coming years.”

The summit witnessed participation 
from leading industry leaders and 
academic experts like Nadir Godrej, 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
Godrej Industries Limited (GIL) and 
Chairman of GAVL and Astec Life 
Sciences Limited; Nisaba Godrej, 
Executive Chairperson, Godrej 
Consumer Products Limited; Burjis 
Godrej, Executive Director & COO 
– Crop Protection Business, GAVL; 
Ahana Gautam, CEO, Open Secret; 
Angshuman Bhattacharya, Partner, 
EY; Geetika Mehta, Managing Direc-
tor of Nivea; Ireena Vittal, Advisor & 
Expert (Indian Agriculture & Urban 
Change) & Independent Director; 
Shilpa Divekar Nirula, Venture Part-
ner, Omnivore; Prof. Vidya Vemired-
dy, Chair of the Gender Centre at IIM 
Ahmedabad and Dr. Satendra Arya, 
CEO of the Agriculture Skill Council 
of India.

The ‘Women in Agriculture’ 
summit serves as a testament to 
GAVL’s commitment to recognize 
and empower women in the agricul-
tural sector. By fostering a platform 
for dialogue and collaboration, the 
summit paves the way for a future 
where women are recognized as 
equal partners in driving sustainable 
agricultural growth in India.

Godrej Agrovet hosts first edition of 
its ‘Women in Agriculture’ summit

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 6: Jammu and Kash-

mir Dairy Farmers Association in 
association with Animal Husbandry 
Department of Jammu intends to 
organize Pashu Dhan Mela purely 
relates to the activity which is of 
utmost importance particularly for 
the Dairy Farming sector in JK (UT).

Visitors of the Mela will be apprised 
of with the latest genetic breeds of 

milk yielding animals, preservation 
and processing of milk and its prod-
ucts, scientific approach for manage-
ment of Dairy Farms, Cattles, feed 
and fodder etc.

This Mela will provide an opportu-
nity to promote the latest schemes 
of the Government of India and JK 
(UT) for promotion of Dairy Farming 
Sector in this Area.

Pashu Dhan Mela which will have 

the events for the promotion of Dairy 
Farming sector in JK UT like Display 
of Good Quality of Milk Yielding Ani-
mals, Milking Competition to ensure 
optimum output, Breed Competi-
tion, Maintenance of health of ani-
mals, Talks regarding policies of the 
Government for promotion of Dairy 
Farming Sector in JK UT by experts, 
Display of Feed Fodder, Mediciene, 
Animal Accessories & Dairy Equip-
ments, Silage etc through installation 
of stalls and Animals Waste manage-
ment.

This Pashu Dhan Mela will provide 
an insight regarding the high genetic 
Breed Animals, Maximum yield of 
the milk and marketing of milk and 
its products, best quality of feed and 
fodder and medicines etc which will 
in turn, will be a great help to the 
dairy farmers and will boost the milk 
production in the area to a record 
level.

Pashu Dhan Mela to  organize on March 
9, 10 at Veterinary College RS Pura

Top News Report
BHADARWAH, Mar 6: A delegation 

of Specially Abled Persons, (Divy-
angjan), led by Ajit Singh Kotwal, 
Vice President J&K Saksham (A 
National Organization For Specially 
Abled Persons) called on Dr. Mohd 
Ashraf, Block Medical Officer(BMO) 
Sub District Hospital(SDH) Bhadar-
wah today and submitted a memo-
randum outlining the Saksham vision 
for a healthier community highlight-
ing the issues of Specially abled 
persons. 

According to a press statement, 
Jammu and Kashmir Saksham vice 
president Ajit Singh Kotwal while 

giving introduction of the NGO and 
its goals, specifically focusing on 
the aim of promoting health and 
well being of specially abled per-
sons, discussed main purpose of the 
organisation for which the platform is 
utilised to inculcate the health and 
well being of the public.

The statement further said that it 
is very important for the society to 
take note of some serious issues like 
rising drug menace and its serious 
impact particularly on budding youth.

The statement further noted that 
the purpose of the meeting was to 
highlight the challenges faced by 
Haemophilic Divyangjan, particularly 
the issue of obtaining their medicines 
from the Medical College Jammu, 
despite the presence of a medical 
College hospital in Doda.

Meanwhile, Dr. Ashraf assured the 
delegates that he will forward the 
matter to higher authorities to expe-
dite a resolution to these pressing 
issues as early as possible.

Kotwal meets BMO Bhadarwah, highlights issues of Specially 
Abled Persons



11SPORTSTop News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, March 06, 2024

Mt 100: Another milestone

DHARAMSALA, Mar 
6 (Agencies): On the 
cusp of completing 100 
Tests, India’s premier 
off-spinner Ravichan-
dran Ashwin said he 
would not have become 
the bowler that he is now 
without the learnings 
from an underwhelm-
ing home series against 
England in 2012, at the 
end of which he was a 
“bit nervy”.

That series loss 
remains India’s last 
defeat at home and 
Ashwin’s performance 
in the four-match rubber 
left a lot to be desired 
as the likes of Alastair 
Cook and Kevin Piet-
ersen played him with 
ease.

Twelve years later, 
Ashwin looked back 
at the turning point of 
his remarkable career, 
which now features 507 
Test wickets.

“It is a pretty big occa-
sion. More than the 
destination, the journey 
has been very special. 
It is a journey of ups 
and downs and a lot of 
learnings,” said Ashwin, 
who will become only 
the 14th Indian to reach 
the 100-Test milestone 
when the final Test 
begins here on Thurs-
day.

Casting a spell
A majority of Ashwin’s 

507 wickets (354 to be 
precise) have come in 
favourable conditions 
and perhaps that is why 
he cherishes his effort in 
Birmingham on the 2018 
tour of England. Ashwin 
picked up seven wick-
ets in that Test, includ-
ing the important ones 
of England run-machine 
Cook and Joe Root.

“It is Test wins that 

always stand tall. After 
having given it a thought, 
one of the finest spells 
that I have bowled has 
to be Birmingham, 2018. 
I bowled in both the 
innings, I bowled on the 
morning of Day 3 and 
got three wickets,” he 
said. “Then it was a Test 
match in Bangalore, 
where I bowled a spell 
on the Day 2 morning for 
not many rewards. Day 
1 at Centurion in 2018-
19, got a four-for and 
could have been six-for. 
These are the spells that 
stand out.”

“One of the turning 
points of my life was the 
England series when 
Cook came here and 
made all those runs. It 
has been talked about 
a lot but to me that and 
what led to the next 
home series against 
Australia (changed a 
lot for me),” he added. 
“There was lot of noise 
about me being left out 
of the team, one of the 
selectors had a chat with 
me. At that time I was a 
bit nervy though I don’t 
know where it came 
from as I had done well 
previously,” he recalled.

Bairstow’s show
Set to complete a cen-

tury of Test matches, 
England wicketkeeper-
batter Jonny Bairstow 
said reaching the land-
mark “means hell of a 
lot” to him given that he 
has had to wade through 
testing times.

The 34-year-old will 
become the 17th Eng-
lishman to get a 100th 
Test cap on Thursday 
and it will be an emo-
tional week for Bairstow.

“It means a hell of a 
lot. Every young kid 
that sets out on a jour-

ney playing professional 
cricket wants to try and 
play 100 Test matches. 
You look back to 2012 
when I made my debut 
at Lord’s, if 12 years later 
you’d said I’d be playing 
100 Test matches, you’d 
snap your hand off for 
one but also pinching 
yourself as well,” he 
said.

Speaking about the 
pitch, he lauded the 
groundsmen for doing 
a “brilliant job” not long 
after the venue’s outfield 
was criticised during the 
ODI World Cup. “Con-
sidering the state it was 
in during the ODI World 
Cup, it looks like a good 
pitch and if you are 
alluding to the fast bowl-
ers getting help from the 
surface, it will be favour-
able to both teams,” he 
said.

Cricket’s rare gems
Test cricket will see 

two players featuring in 
their 100th game togeth-
er for only the fourth 
time when India off-
spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin and England 
batter Jonny Bairstow 
take the field.

The first was when 
former England captain 
Michael Atherton and 
Alec Stewart reached 
the landmark against 
West Indies at Old Traf-
ford back in 2000.

The second involved 
three players as 
Jacques Kallis, Shaun 
Pollock and Stephen 
Fleming played their 
100th Test in the South 
Africa-New Zealand 
game in Centurion in 
2006.

The third was Alastair 
Cook and Michael 
Clarke in the England-
Australia Ashes contest 
in Perth in 2013.

Just a day after the 
India-England game 
begins, New Zealand 
captain Tim Southee 
and his predecessor 
Kane Williamson will 
play their 100th Test 
together during the 
second match against 
Australia.

DHARAMSALA, Mar 6 (Agen-
cies): The India-England Test 
scheduled to be played at crick-
et stadium here from March 7 
has given boost to tourism in 
Dharamsala. Sources here said 
hotels in lower Dharamsala 
area, especially those near the 
international cricket stadium, 
have reported about 60 to 65 
per cent occupancy. The hote-
liers are expecting that tourist 
footfall is likely to increase with 
walk-in tourists coming to watch 
match at the weekend.

Ashwani Bamba, president of 
hotel and restaurant association 
of Kangra, said hundreds of offi-
cials of the BCCI and the ICC 
have come to Dharamsala for 
the match. They have booked 
hotels in the vicinity of interna-
tional cricket stadium in lower 
Dharamsala. “We are expecting 
that on the weekend many spec-
tators would come for match and 
hotel occupancy would increase 
in upper areas of Dharamsala 

also,” he said.
Sanjeev Gandhi, general 

secretary of the Smart City 
Dharamsala Hotel and Restau-
rant Association, said that till 
date not many spectators had 
shown interest in the match. 
In upper Dharamsala areas 
which includes McLeodganj, 
Dharamkot, Naddi and Bhag-
sunag areas not many bookings 
have been received for the Test 
match. 

“However, we are hoping that 
many youngsters would come 
for the match and hotel occu-
pancy would increase at the 
weekend,” he said.

Neeraj Sharma, another hote-
lier, said that international crick-
et stadium has given boost to 
tourism in Dharamsala region. 
An international cricket match 
attracts tourists. Besides, the 
area itself is promoted at the 
international level. 

“However, to take full benefit 
of international cricket matches 
hosted here, the government 
should improve connectivity to 
the area for which expansion 
of Gaggal airport was badly 
needed.

Unpredictable rains of 
Dharamsala region have, how-
ever, cast a shadow over the 
match scheduled to continue till 
March 11.

Meanwhile, England team 
today practised at Dharamsala 
international cricket stadium. 
Indian captain Rohit Sharma 
arrived here in a private helicop-
ter and landed at SAI ground 
right along the Dharamsala 
international cricket stadium. 
The fans who had gathered 
there cheered the Indian cap-
tain.

The Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association (HPCA) has priced 
tickets for local youth at Rs 100 
per day to lure them for the Test.

Cricket: Weather casts shadow over India-England 
Test in Dharamsala Expect a riot of emotions as Ashwin, Bairstow 

reach 100-Test mark come Thursday

NAGPUR, Mar 6 (Agencies): 
The pace bowling pair of Aditya 
Thakare and Yash Thakur bat-
tered the Madhya Pradesh tail 
as Vidarbha defeated their 
rivals by 62 runs to set up a 
Ranji Trophy title clash with 
Mumbai, here on Wednesday. 
Madhya Pradesh, who were in 
a precarious position at stumps 
on day four at 228/6 requiring 
93 more runs to win, withered in 
the face of hostile bowling from 
the duo who shared the spoils in 
the first session of the final day 
to earn Vidarbha a memorable 
semifinal win.

Madhya Pradesh were final-
ly bundled out for 258 in 81.3 
overs as their hopes of entering 
the final for the third time in the 
premier domestic tournament 
were dashed.

This is Vidarbha’s third entry 
into the Ranji final, and on both 
the occasions they have won 
the title, defeating Delhi (2017-
18) and Saurashtra (2018-19) 

respectively.
Chasing a target of 321 for 

victory, Madhya Pradesh, the 
2021-22 Ranji champion, were 
still in the match despite losing 
six wickets, but Thakare and 
Thakur were on song on the 
final day, with the early morning 
freshness of the wicket helping 
them extract a fair bit of bounce 
and movement.

Overnight batter Kumar Kar-
tikeya, who had just taken guard 
when the stumps were called on 
Tuesday, fell for a duck, cleaned 
up by Thakare after facing just 
four balls.

Anubhav Agarwal was the 
next to depart, clean bowled for 
a duck by Thakare, leaving MP 
tottering at 234 for 8 and virtu-
ally extinguishing their chances 
of making it to the Ranji final for 
the third time.

Saransh Jain tried to keep the 
innings alive but could add just 
nine runs to his overnight score 

of 16 before Yash Thakur sent 
his stumps flying to bring more 
joy to the Vidarbha camp.

Kulwant Khejroliya too went 
cheaply to signal celebrations 
in the Akshay Wadkar-led side.

Vidarbha will take on 41-time 
champions Mumbai in the final 
from March 10.

Brief scores: Vidarbha 170 

& 402 in 101.3 overs (Aman 
Mokhade 59, Yash Rathod 141, 
Akshay Wadkar 77; Anubhav 
Agarwal 5/92) beat Madhya 
Pradesh 252 and 258 in 81.3 
overs (Yash Dubey 94, Harsh 
Gawali 67; Aditya Sarwate 
2/56, Aditya Thakare 2/45, Yash 
Thakur 3/60, Akshay Wakhare 
3/342) 62 runs.

Ranji Trophy: Vidarbha Defeat Madhya Pradesh 
By 62 Runs, Set Up Date With Mumbai In Final
This is Vidarbha’s third entry into the Ranji final, and on both the occasions they 

have won the title, defeating Delhi (2017-18) and Saurashtra (2018-19) respectively.

CHRISTCHURCH, 
Mar 6 (Agencies): 
Former New Zealand 
batter Ross Taylor has 
said that the retirement 
of pacer Neil Wagner 
was a “forced” one. 
Ahead of the first Test 
between Australia and 
New Zealand, Kiwi fast 
bowler Wagner had 
announced his retire-
ment from international 
cricket. The 37-year-old 
pacer took the emo-
tional choice after a 
difficult chat with coach 
Gary Stead during 
which it was made clear 
that he was not in New 
Zealand’s top XI for 
the forthcoming series 
against Australia.

The left-armer fin-
ished his Test career 
fifth overall on the list 
of New Zealand Test 
wicket-takers, with 260 
scalps in 64 Tests.

“I think it all makes 
sense a little bit now. 
There is no sugarcoat-
ing it: I think it is a forced 
retirement. If you listen 
to Wagner’s press con-
ference, he was retir-
ing, but it was after this 
last Test match [against 
Australia]. So he did 
make himself avail-
able,” Taylor said on 
Tuesday as quoted by 
ESPNCricinfo.

He was responding to 
a question on ESPN’s 

‘Around the Wicket’ 
podcast about Wagner’s 
f inger-on-the-mouth 
celebration during the 
second Test against 
South Africa held earlier 
in February, which was 
his last Test appear-
ance and a visual of him 
making explicit gestures 
as the team got into a 
huddle to celebrate a 
dismissal.

During the first Test, 
Wagner did make an 
appearance as a sub-
stitute fielder and car-
ried drinks for his team-
mates. Wagner was set 
to be released from the 
team after the first Test, 
but William O’Rourke’s 
injury presented an 
opportunity of a poten-
tial recall during the 
second Test at Christ-
church. Kiwis chose to 
go with uncapped pacer 
Ben Sears over Wagner.

Taylor further said that 
though the team has to 
look out and plan for its 
future, but a Test against 
Trans-Tasman rivals 
Australia, that too a 
must-win match, called 
for Wagner’s inclusion.

“And to see that he is 
not selected... I think 
you do need to plan for 
the future, but a one-off 
Test against Australia 
in a must-win situation, 
I would not be looking 
much further than Neil 

Wagner. And I am sure 
the Australian batters 
are sleeping easy that 
he is not in the side,” 
Taylor said.

Former Australian cap-
tain Aaron Finrch also 
agreed that Wagner 
could have stopped 
the final wicket-century 
partnership between 
Cameron Green and 
Josh Hazlewood had 
he been playing the first 
Test.

“I could not believe 
Neil Wagner was not in 
the XI. I just genuinely 
thought that he must 
have been out through 
a niggle. The success 
he’s had against Austra-
lia, particularly [against] 
Steven Smith over a 
period of time, you 
can guarantee that the 
last wicket partnership 
would not have hap-
pened if Wagner was 
there,” said Finch.

“Because he would 

have intimidated Josh 
Hazlewood at least. 
He might have stopped 
Cameron Green from 
scoring as well. I thought 
that was a really inter-
esting decision,” Finch 
said.

Meanwhile, the Kiwi 
batter Kane Williamson 
during a press confer-
ence played down all 
the concerns about 
Wagner’s retirement, 
saying that “nobody is 
forced to retire”.

Speaking ahead of 
the second Test against 
Australia, a must-win 
match starting from 
Friday, Williamson said, 
“I do not think anybody 
is forced to retire. I think 
last week, he had a fan-
tastic week and it was 
reflecting on what was 
an incredible career.”

“We had some amaz-
ing moments in the 
dressing room. It did not 
go perfectly. Obviously, 

an on-field performance 
would have helped but 
it was so much more 
than that. He has just 
done such incredible 
things for this team. 
And we have seen the 
skill that he has and the 
numbers that everybody 
sees but the heart and 
soul and effort that he 
has brought to the side 
and largely led through 
that for so long has been 
incredible. It was quite 
a special week for that 
reason and I think he 
had a really amazing 
time sharing that with 
the side,” he said.

Williamson also pro-
vided context to Wag-
ner’s celebration, sug-
gesting that it was borne 
out of some on-field 
banter between him and 
skipper Southee on his 
fielding.

“Those guys are great 
mates and have been 
and will continue to 
be. That was banter in 
the dressing room with 
Waggy and his fielding 
so he ended up put-
ting him down at fine 
leg. So to get a catch 
was quite amusing. So 
Waggy took his oppor-
tunity. I think he thinks 
that obviously out of 
context [and] it does not 
look great, but it was a 
little bit humorous at the 

time and all the players 
understood the context,” 
he added.

He also cleared all the 
air on the team’s envi-
ronment, saying that 
despite all the external 
noise, everything was 
fine within the team.

“Yeah, quite good (the 
team’s environment). 
Something that we are 
always trying to improve 
and evolve as a team. 
And it is something 
we have tried to do for 
years. You always have 
different transitions and 
players come and go, 
support staff come and 
go.”

“[Taylor] might know 
more than me, I am not 
sure. But I see guys that 
are giving everything, 
trying to get better as a 
team, trying to move the 
team forward and that is 
really a focus for us,” he 
concluded.

New Zealand is 1-0 
down in the series.

New Zealand squad 
for the second Test:Tim 
Southee (c), Tom 
Blundell (wk), Matt 
Henry, Scott Kuggelei-
jn, Tom Latham, Daryl 
Mitchell, Henry Nicholls, 
Glenn Phillips, Rachin 
Ravindra, Mitchell Sant-
ner, Ben Sears, Kane 
Williamson, Will Young.

Williamson Breaks Silence On Ross Taylor’s ‘Neil Wagner 
Forced Retirement’ Accusation

NEW DELHI, Mar 6 (Agencies): India and Mumbai 
Indians batter Suryakumar Yadav returned to batting 
for the first time since his surgery in January 2024. 
Suryakumar posted a video story on his Instagram 
where he was seen knocking the ball in the nets ahead 
of the Indian Premier League 2024 season.

Suryakumar Yadav has not played competitive 
cricket since India’s T20I series against South Africa. 
Yadav injured his ankle while fielding in Johannesburg 
on December 14, 2023. The injury led to the discovery 
of a sports hernia, further complicating his fitness 
concerns. As a result, Suryakumar was ruled out of 
action until February 2024, missing crucial prepara-
tory time for the World Cup.

Yadav returning to the nets is an incredibly encour-
aging signs for the Mumbai Indians and Indian cricket 
team fans. MI would hope for some stability in their 
upcoming season given their change in leadership. 
Suryakumar Yadav’s inclusion in the team will help 
them navigate the tough middle overs in the tourna-
ment. Suryakumar Yadav will hope to get some min-
utes under his belt in the IPL 2024 ahead of the T20 
World Cup. Yadav was in scintillating form in the T20 
format just before his century. Yadav had scored a fifty 
and a hundred in his last two T20I matches against 
South Africa.

Suryakumar has enviable numbers in the T20I circuit. 
Since making his debut in 2021, Yadav has played 60 
T20I matches and has scored 2141 runs at a ridiculous 
average of 45.55 and strike rate of 171.55. Yadav has 
4 hundreds and 17 fifties from just 60 matches.

IPL 2024: Suryakumar 
Yadav returns to batting 
for first time after surgery
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: Social Activist 
Chandan Datta met Piyush singla 
and seeks his kind attention to 
improve the access and quality 
of education to students in Gvt 
Schools particularly in far flung 
areas. Datta said students of far 
flung areas should be benefitted 
with all Gvt schemes. 

Datta has praised the role and 
vision of Ad Secretary Sh Piyush 
Singla as seen various steps taken 
under his leadership in SED since 
9th Jan onwards he has assumed 
the charge of this department. Kotli 
Welfare Trust extended the warm-
est greetings, looking forward to a 
rewarding and enriching exchange 
of ideas and data also sought his 
kind attention in upcoming 2024-
25 Session to put a check on rise 
in fee structure of Private Schools 
which breaks and shattered the 
middle Class. family dream to 
impart best education and teach-
ing to their children due to over 
burden rise in fee charges in Pvt 
Schools which various parents 
may approach us to highlight their 
grievance.

 Although they are not object-
ing the genuine fee structure of 
school but every year unneces-
sarily charges may be their pain 
area to address upon. In response, 

Singla expressed understanding 
of the matter raised by KCWT and 
ensure that the potential hike in 
fees would be justified and propor-
tionate to the improvements and 
enhancements that would directly 
benefit the students and the overall 
educational experience. Dr Piyush 
Singla is known for his focused and 
dedicated approach. 

Since he assumed charge his 
main focus is on discipline of 
Teachers and rationalize the PTR 
so that a conducive environment 
would be created for reasearch and 
innovation. 

Datta praised Singlas previously 
tenure on which he served as DM 
Udhampur, DM Ganderbal and DM 

Anantnag as his work speaks at 
large and people witnessed devel-
opment reforms taken on ground. 
Now we have witnessed SED 
(School Education department) is 
achieving new heights under his 
able command and vision. 

Dr Singla appraise the effective 
implementation of new initiatives 
such as PM SHRI, Vidya Samiksha 
Kendra (VSK), Samiksha app, and 
JK attendance app. At last Singla 
praised the work of Kotli Welfare 
Trust Chairman Chandan datta 
about their past work for the uplift-
ment of down trodden and to stand 
for the needy persons in emergen-
cy and his vision to serve humanity 
and mankind.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: General secretary 
of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and 
media head in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Rajesh Gupta has expressed 
deep concern regarding the rising 
number of road accidents in the 
region.

While interacting with media 
today, Gupta who was apparently 
looking very anguished said our 
people are not insects, daily a 
number of people are dying with the 
negligence of traffic department. 
Gupta said  LG Manoj Sinha has 
no control on daily accidents should 
resign owing his moral responsibil-
ity.

Rajesh Gupta specifically referred 
to the continuously Ramban acci-
dents, in which 6 killed and several 
sustained serious injuries mere in 
two days. He held the LG Manoj 
Sinha’s Administration responsible 
for rising road accident deaths in 
the region. 

The BSP leader said despite 
repeated road accidents happen-
ing every other day the Administra-
tion is least bothered about these 
accidents.

Expressing shock and anguish, 
Gupta urged the authorities to 
implement a preventive strategy to 
curb accidents rather than relying 
solely on post-accident measures.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: On the 
directions of National 
President Mahila Con-
gress Alka Lamba, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Mahila Congress led 
by Shameema Raina 
launched Nari Nyay pro-
gramme at Jammu North 
Constituency.

The programme was 
organized by Rajni Bala, 
Ex Corporator and Vice 
President Mahila Con-
gress.

On the occasion, 
JKPCC Working Presi-
dent Raman Bhalla, Sr. 
Vice President Mula 
Ram, Vice president Hari 
Singh Chib, Uday Bhanu 
Chib AICC Member and 
National General Secre-
tary AIYC Bhanu Maha-
jan Sr. Vice President, 
Sushma Choudhary 
Vice President, Parveen 
Akhtar General Secre-
tary besides others were 
present.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Raman Bhalla 
said all women issues 
will be taken care of, if 
the Congress Govern-
ment comes to power. 
He asked Mahila Con-
gress to continue to 
project these demands/ 
issues before the con-
cerned authorities and 
present Government/UT 
administration. He said 

the campaign will bring 
improvement in women’s 
economic condition, 
social standing, educa-
tion, healthcare, politi-
cal representation and 
to address crimes and 
violence against women. 
Stating that the condi-
tion of women has dete-
riorated under the BJP 
rule, he maintained that 
women suffer increased 
subjugation and financial 
dependence. In addition, 
price hikes affect women 
substantially and they do 
not have access to nutri-
tional food while expect-
ant mothers face various 
hurdles in getting proper 
medical care.

Maintaining that women 
have greater barriers to 
education and health-
care, Bhalla claimed that 
incidents of attacks on 
women’s modesty have 
seen an uptick during 
the BJP Government’s 
rule. He asserted that 
the Nari Nyay campaign 
was launched to identify 
and resolve the issues 
faced by women. Further, 
he urged women to take 
part in the campaign and 
share their grievances 
without any hesitation. 
He alleged that 140 
crore Indians were living 
in “Anyaay Kaal” imposed 
by the BJP and they 
would ensure that justice 
is done to the people of 

the country through the 
five pillars of “Nyay” pro-
posed by the party.

Mulla Ram, in his 
address, said that in the 
past five years, under 
the Modi government, 
the growth rate of real 
rural wages has become 
negative for both agricul-
ture (-0.6 per cent) and 
non-agriculture (-1.4 per 
cent), which means there 
is widespread rural dis-
tress, he added. Esca-
lating his attack on the 
ruling dispensation, the 
Congress leader said the 
“Modi government may 
drumbeat about poverty 
numbers” but the “stark 
reality is different”.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shameema Raina 
said that Rahul Gandhi 
is presently on Bharat 
Jodo Nyaye Yatra where 
he is meeting scores of 
people from all back-
grounds. All India Mahila 
Congress activists are 
constantly reaching out 
to the women to hear 
their issues and views. 
In J&K also the pro-
cess is continued. Vari-
ous suggestions have 
been received from the 
women for their empow-
erment and welfare. She 
said the major demands 
projected by the women 
included- economic and 
political empowerment of 
the women, equal pay for 

equal work, setting up of 
healthcare/ primary deliv-
ery centers for women, 
free education with major 
thrust on technical edu-
cation, sanitation/ toilet 
facilities at public places, 
protection against vio-
lence and speedy justice 
and maintaining dignity 
of women and if needed 
laws be enacted for the 
same.

Uday Bhanu Chib, 
AICC Member and 
National General Sec-
retary of AIYC, empha-
sized the importance 
of addressing women’s 
issues comprehensively. 
He highlighted the dete-
riorating condition of 
women under the BJP 
rule, citing increased 
subjugation, financial 
dependence, and hur-
dles in accessing essen-
tial services like health-
care and education.

Rajni Bala, an Ex Cor-
porator and Vice Presi-
dent of Mahila Congress, 
facilitated discussions on 
various issues affecting 
women, including eco-
nomic empowerment, 
healthcare access, 
education, and protec-
tion against violence. 
She sought to mobilize 
women’s participation in 
the campaign, encour-
aging them to voice their 
demands and actively 
engage with policymak-
ers to drive positive 
change.

Hari Singh Chib and 
Uday Bhanu Chib 
appealed to Mahila 
Shakti to approach to 
women in their respective 
areas to strengthen the 
hands of Rahul Gandhi, 
Sonia Gandhi, Mallikar-
jun Kharge and highlight 
Rahul Gandhi ji Guaran-
tee for the poor peoples 
of the country.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: Aryans 
Group of Colleges, Raj-
pura, Near Chandigarh & 
White Globe in associa-
tion with Govt. College 
of Education, Srinagar 
organized Lalla Ded 
Excellence Awards to 
honour Women Super 
Achievers in different 
categories at Govt. Col-
lege of Education & Insti-
tute of advanced studies 
in Education, Srinagar. 
Around 50 women were 
honoured with the excel-
lence awards.

 Dr. Anshu Kataria, 
Chairman, Aryans Group 
was the chief guest while 
Prof. (Dr.) Seema Naz 
Principal, GCOE, IASE, 
Srinaga; Adv. Syed 
Junaid Sadaat Chair-
man, White Globe; Adv. 
Sheikh Saba Trusttee, 
White Globe were guests 
of honour.

Dr. Anshu Kataria while 
congratulating all award-
ees said that this Wom-
en’s Excellence Awards 
ceremony was organised 
to confer awards to high 
achievers from various 
fields of life in order to 
recognize their contri-
bution to society. He 
mentioned that Aryans 
Group, Chandigarh is 
always a step ahead to 

honour & support every 
woman. Woman have a 
key role in the develop-
ment of the nation, Katar-
ia lauded

Dr. Seema Naz men-
tioned that our women 
are second to none in 
terms of talent and abil-
ity. Many women have 
excelled in various 
fields of life and we feel 
proud over them. Today 
we are also celebrating 
International Womens 
Day, which is celebrated 
globally on 8th March. 
We were absolutely 
overwhelmed to honour 
all woman from different 
categories.

Adv. Syed Junaid 
Sadaat & Adv. Sheikh 
Saba mentioned that 
Lal Ded, also known as 
Lalleswari Devi or Lalla 
Arifa is considered the 
founding mother of Kash-
miri literature. She has 
played a very potent role 

in saving and maintain-
ing the cultural heritage 
of the valley so the award 
ceremony has been held 
to commemorate her 
contribution to Kashmiri 
literature.

The Excellence Awards 
were conferred upon to 
Ms.Bilquees Ara (Blood 
Women of kashmir); 
Rifat wani (Poet); Irfana 
Zargar (Pad Women of 
Kashmir); Lone Sum-
mayah (National Cricket 
Coach J&K); Bisma 
Ayoub (Author); Saima 
Noor (Physically Chal-
lenged); Sadia Tariq 
(Sports Athlete); Peer 
Mehak (Social Activist); 
Munazah Lateef (Social 
Activist Budgam), Shazia 
Andleeb (Child Activist); 
Fajar Mir (Entrepreneur); 
Syed Zehra Kashani 
(Author); Dr. Gulnar 
Gaza Mufti (Entrepre-
neur); Saiqa Rashid 
(International Calligra-

pher); Mansha Bashir 
(Sports Athlete); Rafia 
Rahim (Radio Jockey); 
Dr.Shaheena khan 
(Wheel Chair Cricketer); 
Sehar Nazir (Acid Attack 
survivor); Nuzhat ul Saba 
(Specially abled student 
therapist); Sanah Afrogh 
(Educationst);  Shafia 
Wani (Faculty Impard); 
Narjees Nawab (Add. 
Secretary Legal Tour-
ism); Mehmeet Syed 
(Singer); Yasmeen Khan 
(Journalist ); Mrs. Deeba 
Khalid (Deputy Director 
Tourism); Nabila Khan 
(Youngest Swimmer); 
Dr. Muntakhab Ul Nafais 
Nafae (Surgeon); Dr. 
Shermeen Khan (Off 
Road Driver); Dr. Suhila 
Rashid (Chief Medical 
Officer ); Farah Fatima 
(Educationist); Mehwish 
Shaban (Volunteer); 
Nargis Khatoon (Singer); 
Afreen Hyder (Sports 
Athlete).

Top News Report
JAMMU, Mar 6: Employ-

ment Information cum 
Advisory Bureau (EIAB), 
Department of  Lifelong 
Learning (DLL)  Universi-
ty of Jammu inaugurated 
three days workshop on 
Digital Literacy 

for the students of the 
Govt. Degree College, 
Purmandal. The main 
objective of this work-
shop is to enable the stu-
dents to learn basic com-
puter skills so that they 
can become proficient in 

handling computer 
based activities.

Prof. (Dr.) Raj Shree 
Dhar, Principal of the 

college in her welcome 
address expressed the 
dire need of digital based 
activities for the students 
of the college as it builds 
a strong foundation for 
them. She advised the 
students to take part in 
the workshop with full 
enthusiasm as it will help 
them with their future 
career plans. She also 
appreciated the efforts 
of Department of Life-
long Learning to organize 
such workshops. 

The workshop is being 
organized under the 
guidance of Dr. Jeevan 
Jyoti, Director DLL. It is 
coordinated by Dr. Rewa 
Khajuria, Counselor, 

EIAB, DLL. The resource 
person was Sanjay 
Manhas, Assistant Pro-
grammer, Department of 
Computer Science and 
IT, University of 

Jammu. He will take 
sessions on the impor-
tance of learning comput-
er skills, significance and 
types of computer-based 
information system, tools 
and future of digital tech-
nology.

Around 42 students 
have registered for the 
workshop.

Shahima Akhter, coor-
dinator Career Counsel-
ing Cell, GDC Purmandal 
provides all support for 
the workshop.

Social Activist Chandan Datta meets Piyush Singla

 LG Sinha has no control on daily accidents should 
resign owing responsibility: Rajesh 

Mahila Congress holds Nari Nyay 
programme at Jammu North

Aryans Group & Govt College of Education 
Srinagar organizes Lalla Ded Excellence Awards

DLL inaugurates three days workshop 
on digital literacy at GDC Purmandal

Top News Report

JAMMU, Mar 6: Th. 
Gulchain Singh Charak, 
former Minister & Presi-
dent Shri Lakshmi Nara-
yan Mandir Management 
Trust, Gandhi Nagar 
Jammu addressing the 
press conference said 
that the trust is thrilled to 
announce the celebra-
tions of Mahashivratri on 
March 8i with continu-
ing traditions observing 
annually at the temples 
being managed by the 
Trust.

Mahashivratri, a sig-
nificant Hindu festival to 
worship Lord Shiva will 
be celebrated with fervor, 
reverence at Shri Laksh-
mi Narayan mandir Com-
plex, Gandhi Nagar.The 
temple complex, steeped 
in tradition & history,will 
host devotees & visitors 
alike to partake in the 

auspicious festivities.
As per traditions, the 

celebrations will include 
special prayers, bha-
jans & rituals dedicated 
to Lord Shiva, offering 
devotees an opportunity 
for spiritual reflection & 
devotion . The ambiance 
of the complex, adorned 
with vibrant decora-
tions & illuminated with 
divine fervor is bound 
to enhance the spiritual 
experience for all devo-

tees.
“We are delighted 

to continue the tradi-
tions of celebrations of 
Mahashivratri as per 
the past practice at 
Shri Lakshmi Narayan 
Mandir Complex, stated 
Gulchain Singh Charak 
(Former Minister) and 
President of Shri Lakshmi 
Narayan Mandir Manage-
ment Trust .”The sacred 
day is celebrated not only 
to offer prayers to Lord 

Shiva but it also fosters 
a sense of community 
& devotion amongst the 
devotees”.

Shri Charak on behalf 
of the Management of 
the Temple extended 
a warm invitation to all 
devotees & members of 
the community to join the 
Mahashivratri celebra-
tions. He urged public at 
large to seek blessings 
of Lord Shiva for peace, 
prosperity, & harmony.

Besides making req-
uisite arrangements 
for the large number of 
devotees expected on 
the auspicious day of 
Mahashivratri , the spe-
cial programmes being 
organized in the Mandir 
complex will be four 
poojas from 8.30 P.M. 
TO 4 A.M in the night.

About Shri lakshmi 
Narayan Mandir Com-
plex:

The Shri Lakshmi Nara-
yan Mandir Complex is a 
renowned historical site 
dedicated to the wor-
shiping of Lord Vishnu & 
Goddess Lakshmi  situ-
ated in Gandhi Nagar, 
Jammu. The complex 
serves as a hub for spir-
itual activities , cultural 
events, & community 
gatherings.

Prominent members of 
the trust among others 
who joined the press 
conference were S.C 
Rekhi (General  Secre-
tary),  C.M Seth Prithviraj 
Vaid,  V K Abrol,  Deepak 
Gupta,  Ved Verma, 
P.C.Gupta  Krishan  P. 
Gupta,  Kapil Slathia,  
Prashant Sharma,  Prem 
Sharma, Jagjit Singh 
Jamwa l .Sh .Ramesh 
Thakur. Brij Raj Singh 
Bhadwal ,Indu Bhushan 
Sharma,Pritam Singh 
Kulbir Singh Chib.

Shri Lakshmi Narayan  Mandir Management 
Trust to celebrate Mahashivratri on March 8 


