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JAMMU, Feb 23
(Agencies): The Jammu-
Srinagar national high-
way was reopened for
traffic early Friday after
remaining closed for four
days owing to multiple
landslides triggered by
heavy rains and snowfall,
officials said. “Traffic
plying on Jammu-Sri-
nagar national highway
but slow movement in
Ramsoo sector due to
single lane and poor
surface,” a spokesperson
of the traffic department
said.

He said while Light
Motor Vehicles (LMVs)
were allowed from both
sides this morning,
heavy vehicles are being
managed in a regu-
lated manner to ensure
smooth movement of
vehicles.

The road was dam-
aged and rendered
single lane at Dalwas,
Cafeteria-Mehad and
Gangroo between Nashri
and Banihal tunnels, the
spokesperson said.

The decision to allow
the traffic from both the
capital cities was taken
late Thursday after all
stranded vehicles on the
highway were cleared.

The traffic on the high-
way was suspended on
Monday after multiple
landslides, mudslides
and shooting of stones
from the hillocks over-
looking the highway
blocked the road at over
a dozen places.

With the improve-
ment in the weather on
Wednesday, the agen-
cies concerned mobilised
more manpower and
machines and managed
to open the road partially
for stranded vehicles.

However, a massive
landslide at Kishtwari
Pather blocked the high-
way again and finally
the road was cleared for
traffic on Thursday after-
noon.

Generally
dry weather
to prevail in
J&K till Feb
26

SRINAGAR, Feb
23 (Agencies): Night
temperature remained
below the freezing point
in Kashmir on Friday as
the MeT office forecast
generally dry weather till
February 26.

An official of the
Meteorological (MeT)
department said that
“there is likely no signifi-
cant change in weather
till February 26 during
which period weather will
generally remain dry in
J&K”.

Srinagar had minus
2.6, Gulmarg minus 10
and Pahalgam minus
9.5 as the minimum tem-
perature.

Leh town of Ladakh
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ous conduct of Assem-
bly elections along with
Parliamentary polls in
Jammu and Kashmir
during its two-day visit
to the Union Territory
on March 12 and 13,
Deccan Herald reported.
Quoting sources the
DH reported that though
such a possibility is
remote, the full commis-
sion is meeting with top
officials of the Ministry
of Home Affairs in New
Delhi on March 8 and 9
ahead of their JK visit.
“The high-level meet-
ing has been scheduled
to review the overall
security requirements
and paramilitary deploy-

LG Manoj Sinha inaugurates new girls
hostel at NIT Srlnagar

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb 23:
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha inaugurat-
ed the new Girls Hostel
at National Institute of
Technology (NIT), Sri-
nagar, today.

The Lt Governor con-
gratulated the NIT man-
agement, faculty mem-
bers and students on the
occasion.

“The facility is dedicat-
ed to our daughters who
are breaking the barriers
in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathe-
matics- STEM education
and ready to shape the
innovation and entrepre-
neurial ecosystem,” he
said.

The Lt Governor
emphasized on devel-
oping specialized work-
force to meet the indus-

ment options for the Lok
Sabha and assembly.
Sources said that this
meeting will be key to
determining whether
both the polls could be
held simultaneously,”
sources said.

A senior officer in the
JK administration high-
lighted that holding
assembly polls in J&K
would require heavier
security arrangements
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try demands who should
also be capable of solv-
ing local challenges.
“The biggest respon-
sibility of the institutions
like NIT today is to create
new generation of inno-
vators. We should focus
on developing Innova-
tion-driven economy in

compared to parliamen-
tary polls due to factors
like providing security
cover to each contest-
ing candidate.

In the past, the assess-
ment by the MHA
revealed a need for over
800 paramilitary forces
for JK alone, which was
ruled out at the time.
The ECI panel plans
to engage with various
stakeholders, includ-

Amrit Kaal to strengthen
innovation ecosystem in
the country,” the Lt Gov-
ernor said.

The Lt Governor called
upon the faculty mem-
bers to create a con-
ducive environment for
future-oriented capac-
ity building of students

tion Commissioners will
meet with district elec-
tion officers and SSPs
to assess the security
situation, particularly
in the Valley. Jammu
and Kashmir has been
without an elected gov-
ernment since June 19,
2018, following the with-
drawal of support by the
BJP.

After visiting Jammu
and Kashmir on March
12 and 13, the ECl is
expected to announce
the schedule for Lok
Sabha elections, with a
decision on simultane-
ous Assembly polls to
follow.

and strengthening the
synergy between edu-
cational institutions and
industries.

We must also ensure
increased participation
of women in STEM —
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math-
ematics courses.

High Court Closes Iltija

SRINAGAR, Feb 23
(Agencies): The High
Court of Jammu and
Kashmir disposed of a
plea by lltija Javed chal-
lenging travel restric-
tions placed last year
while issuing her a
passport, after the Court
was informed that these
restrictions have since
been withdrawn.

lItija, who is the daugh-
ter of former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mehbooba Mufti, was
issued a “normal pass-
port certificate with full
validity” in August 2023,
the Court was told. The
submission was made
by Deputy Solicitor Gen-
eral of India (DSGI), TM
Shamsi before Justice
Sanjeev Kumar.

DSGI Shamsi told

that Court that with the
issue of the normal
passport certificate,
lltija Javed’s grievance
stood addressed. In this
regard, the DSGI also
submitted a communica-
tion issued by the Pass-
port Officer at Srinagar
from August 2023.

In light of this submis-
sion, the Court closed
lltija’s plea.

“From reading of the
communication afore-
said, it clearly tran-
spires that the Passport
Officer has considered
the request of peti-
tioner (lltija Javed) and
in view of the fact that
there is nothing adverse
reported against him
by CID and also having
regard to age and future
career of the petitioner,

Javed’s Passport Case

the passport office has
issued a normal pass-
port certificate with full
validity to the petitioner.
In view of aforesaid,
there remains nothing in
this petition for adjudica-
tion and, therefore, this
petition rendered infruc-
tuous and is, accord-
ingly, disposed of,” the
Court said.

By way of background,
a conditional passport
earlier issued to Javed
was argued to have
restricted the scope of
her travel abroad as
it prescribed that she
could only travel to the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and only for the
purpose of her higher
studies. Subsequently,

lIitija moved the Court
mTurn to page 9

DGP’s

Tomorrow Public
Grievance
Program
postponed: JK
Police

SRINAGAR, Feb 23
(Agencies): Jammu
and Kashmir Police on
Friday said that DGP
RR Swain’s Public
Grievance Redressal
Programme will not be
held tomorrow.

“This is to inform that
the “Public Grievances
Redressal Programme”
of DGP J&K will not be
held this Saturday i.e.
24th February 2024,”
Police said in a post on
X.

The Police added that,
“Place and venue, date
and time of the next
grievance redressal
programme will be com-
municated to the general
public separately”.

MENDHAR/JAMMU
Feb 23 (Agencies): An
Army patrol destroyed
a rusted landmine in
a controlled explosion
near the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir’'s Poonch
district, officials said on
Friday.

The landmine was
found adjacent to the
border fence in the
Balnoi area of the

At NIT, the Lt Governor
also shared the trans-
formation in the educa-
tional landscape of the
country, under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Today, our educational
institutions are emerging
as centers of cutting-
edge learning programs.
With the new opportuni-
ties being provided to
our talented youth in
diverse fields, we can
truly dominate the global
knowledge economy in
the future, he said.

The state-of-the-art
hostel inaugurated today
is a major step towards
providing residential
facilities to the girl stu-
dents in the Campus.

Prof. A. Ravinder
Nath, Director NIT; Vidhi
Kumar Birdi, IGP Kash-
mir; Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-
Din Bhat, Deputy
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Mankote sector on
Thursday, they said.

The officials said
experts were summoned
and the landmine was
destroyed.

As part of an anti-infil-
tration obstacle system,
the forward areas are
dotted with landmines,
which sometimes get
washed away by rains
and also result in acci-
dental blasts, the offi-
cials said.
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Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb
23: Lieutenant Gover-
nor Shri Manoj Sinha
conducted the on-site
inspection of the con-
struction work of ‘Bali-
dan Stambh’ at Pratap
Park in Srinagar, today.

The Lt Governor

river in West Bengal on
Thursday evening.

Quoting official sourc-
es, Kashmir Scroll
reported that Reyaz
Ahmad Rather, son of
Ghulam Ahmad Rather
from the Macncher
Lolab area of Kupwara,
who served as a BSF
Jawan stationed in West
Bengal, lost his life due
to drowning on Thursday
evening.

Reyaz Ahmad was
involved in boat patrol-
ling when strong winds
struck. The boat he
occupied capsized, lead-
ing to Reyaz’s drowning
in the river.
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Lt Governor inspects
progress of Balidan
Stambh in Srmagar

emphasized on timely
completion of the pres-
tigious project.

The foundation stone
for the Balidan Stambh
was laid by Hon’ble
Union Minister for Home
Affairs and Cooperation,
Shri Amit Shah, during
his visit to Srinagar in
the month of June last
year.
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Top News of J&K
Jammu, Friday, February 23, 2024

UTHALA

We sadly inform the sad demise of our beloved Prof.
Ravinder Chadha S/o Lt. Sh. Khem Chand Chadha on
21-02-2024 after a short stroke.

UTHALA RASAM will be performed at Arya Samaj
Mandir, Rehari, Jammu on Saturday the 24th Feb. 2024
between 3 PM to 4 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Prabha Chadha - Wife

Son & Daughter-in-law
Major Aditya Chadha & Smt. Vriti Uppal

Nishtha Chadha - Daughter
Sisters & Brothers-in-law

Smt. Vijay & Sh. Pushap Maggu
Smt. Manorma & Sh. R.K. Anand
Smt. Mamta & Sh. Mohan Chopra
Smt. Kusum & Sh. Arun Anand

Smt. Neeru & Sh. Satish Maggu
Smt. Shama & Sh. Yoginder Abrol
Brothers-in-law & Sisters-in-law
Sh. Jai Gopal Mengi & Smt. Rama
Sh. Ramesh Mengi & Smt. Vandhana
Sh. Satish Chandok & Smt. Sushma
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Prof. Ravinder Chadha

Sdr. Deep Kour - Sister-in-law
Sdr. Parvinder Singh - Nephew
Grand Children - Viham & Adviti
Mobile No.: 9149476434 &
9419242930

10TH DAY KRIYA & PRAYER MEET
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1K FOND AND LOVIKG MEMORY OF BHLISHAN LAL GARDO. 10TH DAY
KRIYE WILL BE HELD AT BLANDI GHAT. PUUNME, OM 35TH FEE. 124, AT
B30 Ak

FOLLIMWED BY PRAYER MEET
AT GLUB HOLISE, CLOUD 8, HIBM ROAD, PUNE, FROM 2 Pl ONWARDS.
GREATLY MISSED BY:
EHEELS GARDO -WIFE
SEHEAM L&l AMD MDIRS GARDD -BROTHER & SISTER-IN-LAMW
AZHISH AND JYOTI GARDD -S0M & DALIGHTER-IN-LAN
ABAIT AHD SHORIMA GARDC 50N & DAGHTER-IK-LAW
LIMASHORI LIDOD -5ISTER
ST AKD 5H JL KACHROO -SISTER & BROTHER-INHLAW
SMT & SH C.L LIDOO -SISTER AMD BROTHER-N-LAW
ST AKD 5H C L PAMDITA -SISTER & BROTHER-IM-LAW
SMT AKD 5H 5 K TICKOC -5ISTER & BROTHER-IN-LAW
SMT & SH M GURTOO -SISTER-IH-LAW & BROTHER-IN-LAW
KAMAN, KEMEESHA, VIHAAN, ADHRIT AKD SVENIK -GRAND CHILDREN
CONT: 9552543210/ 70066 AS1T7
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10TH DAY KRIYA

We profound griel & sarmow, we regret b infanm yau
the sad and untimely demise of our beloved
Sh. Surinder Raina 5/o Jager Math Raina Rio
Fainawari, Sirnagar Ap H.Ma. 25, Lane 3, Bharat .
Magar Bantalab on 18-02-2024

10TH DAY KIRIYA will b2 paerfonmed al Akhmoor Shat
an 24th February (Saturday) 2024 followed by
Assembly at Muthi Ghat nesr Directorate of Schoaal
Education Jarmemu ol 11 AM.

GRIEF STRICHKEN

Eml Basanti Raina - Wila

Son & Dauvghter-in=law

Sh. Rehul Raina & Smt. Komal Raina

Brother & Sister-in-law

Sh. Rawinder Raina & Soit. Resnu Raina

Smt. Meami Maldhar & Sh. Taj Knshan Maldhar - Sister & Brother-indaw

Smt. Anjali Malos & 5h, Deapak Malaa - Sister & Brother-in-law

Smt. Dulan Paar (Wd of Lete Sh. P N. Peer] - Mothar-in-law

Smtb Sholba Peer - Aunty

Shri Rohit Peer & Preeli Peer - Brother-indaw & Sister-in-law

Smt Ratnl Bhat & Dr. TK. Bhat - Sister-in-law & Brother-in-law

Smt. Partesh Choudhary & Sh. Surd Choudhbary - Sister-in-law & Brother-in-law
Smt. Surakiha Bhat & 5h. Vinod Bhat - Sister-in-law & Brothar-in-law

B41891 31404, 9516132838, 600563ITE5

TENTH DAY/KRIA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sormow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Smit. Darshna
Devi W /o Lt. Sh. Mohan Lal Sharma RSO 177-
Dld Janipur, Jammuw on 15th February, 2024
(Thursday).

TENTH DAY will be performed at our
residence on 23nd February 2024 (Friday) at
11:00 AM.

KRIYA will be performed at our Residence on
2arh February 2024 (Saturday).

UTHALA will be performed at our residence
on 26th February 2024 [Monday)at 04:00 PM
- 0500 P

GRIEF STRICKEN

Son & Daugher-in-Law

Sh. Sukhdewv Sharma & Smit. Meena Sharma
5h. Rajesh Kumar & 5mt. Rita Sharma
Daughter & Son-ln-Law

smit. hyoti Sharma & Raman Bali

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we
regret to inform the sad demise of our
beloved Mrs Sushma Koul W/o Sh.
Ashok Kumar Koul originally resident of
Wanigam Tangmarg Dist. Baramulla on
17th Feb 2024 A/p Block NO 2 Quarter
No 16 Lane No 1 Jagti Township
Nagrota Jammu.

10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed at
Akhnoor Ghat on 26th Feb 2024 at 9.00 AM
ASSEMBLY will be held at our resi-
dence at House No 17 lane No 11 Ghura
Barnai Bantalab after 12.00 Noon.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY :-

Sh. Ashok Kumar Koul -Husband

Miss Shiksha Koul -Daughter

Sahil Koul - Son

Sh. Bharat Bushan Koul & Smt Sushma - Brother in Law & Sister in Law
Sh. Piaray Lal Pandita & Smt Sanju - Brother in Law & Sister in Law
Miss Radhika & Miss Maisa - Daughters

7006551816, 9469219480

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Pairy Lal Safaya S/o
Late Shri Narayan Dass Safaya of Bhagati
Kanipora Kmr. on 16-2-2024 at Present Santra
Morh Shardha Vihar Bohri Jammu.
The Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on
25-02-2024 Sunday at Akhnoor Ghat followed by
Assembly at Muthi Ghat near Director School
Education at 11.30 am.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Rajni Safaya - Wife

Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Shri Sanjay & Smt. Neetu Safaya
Shri Sunil & Smt. Meenakshi Safaya
Shri Bushan Lal Safaya & Smt. Krishna Safaya - Brother & Bhabhi

Shri Ashok Kumar & Smt. Lalita Razdan - Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt. Dimple Safaya - Daughter-in-law

Shri Raj Kumar Safaya - Son

Shri Vijay & Sakshi Safaya - Son & Daughter-in-law

Ms. Mansi & Khushbu Safaya - Grand Daughter

Mst. Rishi & Paras Safaya - Grand Sons

Mst. Arush, Nivid & Diksha Safaya - Grand Children

Phone No:- 9796826450, 9419648982, 6005728884, 7006163854, 9906125394

EHUSHAN LAL GAROO

Sh. Surinder Raina

Smt. Darshna Dewi

Grand Sons

Sunandan, Vishesh, Abhishek,
Apoorav & Aarav

Contoct: 3469087 740
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MRS SUSHMA KOUL

Pairy Lal Safaya

KRIYA

with profound grief and deep sormow, we
inform the sad and sudden demise of ouwr(l
beloved Mr Sanjay Kumar S'c Late Shof
Jagdish Chander and Smi “eena Devi Riof
H.Mo. &, Uttam Vihar, Near Petrol Pump who
left us for heavenly abode on 12-02-2024,
Kriya will be performed on 24-02-2024 at 12
Moon at their residencs,

GRIEF STRICKEMN

Brother & Bhabhi ;
Mr. Ajay Kumar & Mrs. Sweety Devi : Al
Chacha & Chachi MR. SANJAY KUMAR
Sh. Subash Chandear Johar and Smit. Vijay Johar

Mama & Mami

Sh. Jogindar Bhalla & Smi. Jyoli Bhalla

Brothers-in-law & Sisters

Sh. Ashok Arora & Mrs. Anju Arcra

Sh. Raman Kohli & Mrs. Arti Kohli

Sh. Ravi Gupta & Mrs. Puja Gupta

Tamiya & Prince - Daughter & Son-in-law

Contact No: 8622394050, 5086199162

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Smt. Praba ji Razdan (Sheela) W/o
Lt. Sh Prithwi Math Razdan at present
lane Mo. 5, Block Mo, 22, Flat No, 4 ’

Jagti Nagrota. r
She left for heavenly abode on 20 Feb, "

2024. May her soul attain Moksh. h
Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on |} gt
29 Feb. 2024 at Sainik School Magrota —

Smt. Praba
Razdan (Sheela)

at 09:30 am.

Grief Stricken

Razdan Family (990&6350083)
Raina Family {(9906174981)
Mahaldar Family (9906695904)
Bhat Family (9858178343)

TENTH DAY P

It = expressed with profound grief and sormow that the S
ribual of Tenth Day of Late Sh Sain Dass Gupta will +-l:-_ -
bie perormead on 26 Feb 2024 (Monday) at our resi-
dence Ward Mo 8, Hiranagar at 10.00 am.

Contact Mumbera:- TOS1312567, S419180324
Grief Stricken:

Sons and Daughter-in Laws

Sh. Balwant Rai and Smit. Asha Gupta

Sh. Suresh Gupta and Smt Sangeeta Gupda

Late Marash Gupta (Dy.5p) and Smi Praknti Gupta
Daughters and Son-in Laws

Smit. Chandar Kanta and Labe Kapd Gupia

Smt Rajni Gupta and Sh. Shristy Paul

Smil Suman Gupia and Sh. Tehinder Guplta

Smit Sangeeta Gupia and Sh. Anil Gupta

Grand Sons and Daughter in Law

Sh. Swmit Gupla and Sl Ankila Gupta

3h. Rajan Mahajan and Smi. Sonam Mahajan
Ady, Rahul Mahajan and Adv. Sarita Mahajan

Sh. Sagan Mahajan and Dr. Sonakshl Gupta

Sh. Arunesh Gupta and St Anandita Mahagan
Grand Daughter and Son in law

St Meha Mahajan and Sh. Swapan Mahajan
Great Grand Children

Wivaan, Viraj, Saumya, Shivay, Kabir, Bhaskar, Shresnika, NMoodan

LATE SH SAIN DASS
GUPTA

10TH DAY KRIYA . -

With profound grief and sorrow, we regrat to inform °
thé sad demise of cur Karam Yogi mother Smit
Roopa Wati alias Sheela Woa Lt Sh Shamboo Nath
Shah originally resident of Vill. Shogpora (Magam)
Handwara sl Kupwara, Al present Fiat No &
Block Mo 86 Lane No 18 Jagti Colony, who &R us
for heavenly abode on 2181 Feb 2024,

May Logd Grant Peace 1o her divene soul ,‘L‘
10TH KRIYA will be performed at Thajwal Mata| A o

Baderkali Asthapan on 20th Feb 2024 (Thursday) - -'i.-.r; y

Assémbly will be hald at 11.00 AM at residence Fa ) -

méantioned above. - -

SMT. ROOPA WATI
ALIAS SHEELA

GRIEF STRICKEN

SMIT & SH XULDEER KUMER SHAH (S0M & DALGHTER IN LAW)
EMT & SH SakIEY HR.SHEH [SON AKD DSUGHTER IN LAaOv)
ST & 5H SANIL KA 2HAH (SON AND DALGHTER IN LAWY
ST & SH PREM NATH BHAT [DALGHTER AND SOM 1N LAW]
EMT & ZH 5 W EHAT [DALGHTER 850K IN LEW)

MOBILE NO SE2NRE, TODGT1430

OBITUARY/ TENTH DAY KRIYA [=

With profound grief and somow we regret 1o inform Cd

.

Koul Wo Late Poshkar Nath Kouwl originally resi-
dent of Ratnipora, Pulwama on Febouary 21, 2024,

4. Saugal Lane, Pamposh Colony, Janipura,
JaTrTiL

will ba hald at Muthi Ghat near Directorate of
School Education at 11.00 AM.
GRIEF STRICKEM:-
Draughters-in-law and Sons
Smit. Mestu and And Koul

Srmit Veena Koul

Sl Loveely and Apt Koul

Sl Dally and Ramesh Koul
Smit Seema and Rapnder Koul
Draughters and Sons-in-law
Smit. Rajni and Rakesh Bhat
Smit. Girja and Pradeep Bhat
Smit. Anjali and Anil Koul
Sakshi, Shivansh and Rushil
Houls, Bhats, Ganjoos
Phores: 9811447592, 9086037203, 8419237283, 9711244061

SMT. PHOOLA KOUL

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of our beloved
Shri Kuldeep Singh Manhas (Retd.
Head Master) S/o Late Romal Singh
Manhas of Paloura who left us for]
heavenly abode on 14-02-2024.

10th Day Kriya will be performed on
22-02-2024 at 11.00 am at their resi-
dence.

13th Day/Uthala will be performed on
25-02-2024 at 12.00 Noon at their resi-
dence.

Grief Stricken : :
Srit: Karmia Devic Wit Shri Kuldeep Singh Manhas
Sh. Sooram Singh and Darshna Devi- Brother-in-Law & Sister

Sh. Gurcharan Singh and Lt. Nirmala Devi- Brother-in-Law & Sister
Sh. Rajesh Jasrotia and Kusum Jasrotia- Son-in-Law & Daughter
Sh. Chiketan Singh and Raj Lakshmi- Son-in-Law & Daughter

Sh. Balbir Singh and Antima- Son-in-Law & Daughter

Sh. Sachin Dev and Neha Manhas- Son & Daughter-in-Law

And All Manhas Family

Mob. No.: 9796653531, 7780984057, 7006066968

BARKHI

ONE YEAR HAS PASSED SINCE YOUR NOBLE SOUL

LEFT US FOR HEAVENLY ABODE. THE PAIN OF

LOOSING YOU WILL NEVER FADE, BUT YOUR

LOVING MEMORIES ARE STILL ALIVE IN OUR

HEARTS AND YOUR BLESSINGS WILL ALNAYS KEEP

SHOWERING ON US. YOU WILL FOREVER REMAINS

IN OUR HEARTS. :

THE BARKHI OF OUR BELOVED LATE SMT. RAJ (SRR

KUMARI (RETD. TEACHER) D/O LATE SH. RAM LAL jfilles ! A5

GUPTA RIO H.NO 59, PHASE 2, HOUSING COLONY, " e ey S o

UDHAMPUR WILL BE PERFORMED AT OUR (RETD. TEACHER)

RESIDENCE ON 24TH, FEBRUARY 2024

(SATURDAY) AT 11 AM.

DEEPLY MISSED & REMEMBERED BY:

BROTHER AND BHABHI

SH. RAJESH KUMAR AND SMT. RAJNI GUPTA

SMT. VEENA KUMARI GUPTA AND SH. RAVI PARKASH GUPTA (SISTER AND BROTHER-IN-LAW)

SMT. SUDESH GUPTA W/O LT. SH. BANSI LAL GUPTA (SISTER AND BROTHER-IN-LAW)

SH. GAURAV MAHAJAN, SH. SOURAV MAHAJAN, SH. VIKAS MAHAJAN,

SH. VIPUL MAHAJAN, SH. AKHILESH GUPTA,SH. AKARSHAN MAHAJAN (NEPHEWS)
CONTACTS: 9419160919, 7889315755, 9796660887, 9419188935

10TH DAY/KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Om
Parkash Gupta S/o Late Sh. Bhagu Ram R/o
M.1.G-12, Housing Colony, Udhampur.

Tenth Day will be performed on Saturday 24th
February, 2024 at 12.00 Noon at Shiv Mandir
First Floor, Housing Colony, Udhampur.

Kriya will be performed at Devika Ghat on
Tuesday 27th February, 2024 at 12.00 Noon.
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Raj Kumari - Wife

Brother & Sister-in-law

Sh. Jyoti Parkash Gupta & Late Smt. ChanchlaGupta ~ SH- OM PARKASH
Brother-in-law & Sister-in-law GUPTA

Smt. Suketi Kumar Dogra & Smt. Shoba Dogra

Daughter & Son-in-law

Smt. Rama Gupta & Sh. Vinod Gupta

Daughters-in-law & Sons

Smt. Neelam Gupta & Sh. Kishore Kr. Gupta

Smt. Neera Rani & Sh. Rajesh Gupta

HIGHWAY SHOES

Mob: 9419216749, 9469223344, 9419162241

UTHALA
Heart broken and grief stricken, we inform the
sad demise of Sh Akhil Gupta (Bunty) S/o
Late Narinder Pal Gupta of Bhadherwah (Kala
family).
The Rasam Pagri and Uthala will be per-
formed on 24/02/24 at Sanskriti Bhawan near
AAP Shambhu Mandir Roop Nagar from 4:00
pm to 5:00 pm. The Rasam Kriya will be held at
residence H.no 2, Lane 1, Sec 1, Durga Nagar,
Roop Nagar Jammu.
GRIEF STRICKEN
Smt Santosh Gupta (Mother)
(Mother in Law & Father in law)
Smt Vijyanti Tikoo & Late Sh B L Tikoo
Kusum Tikoo Gupta Goldie (Wife)
Vishesh Gupta (Son)
Smt Kanchan & Anil Gupta (Senior Journalist) (Brother & Bhabhi)
IMeenakshi & Parveen Kapahi (Sister & Brother in Law)
Seema & Sanjay Gupta (Sister and Brother in Law)
Suman & Lijo Philip (Sister in Law & Brother in Law)
Bindya & Anil Raina (Sister in Law & Brother in Law)

BARKHI

"Your unexpected departure served as a poignant reminder
about life's brevity and our plans' uncertainty. However,
your memories and blessings are always with us. We feel
your presence everywhere and miss you deeply.”

Barkhi of our beloved Dr. Ram Kumar Gupta Sfo Late Sh. -a‘
Devi Dass Kudyar will be performed on 24-02-2024 5
(Saturday) at our residence, ie. Ward No.13, House [SSSSS
MNo.124, Near District Hospital, Udhampur at 12 Noon. -
GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Shashi Gupta (Wife)

Smt. Lalita Gupta (Bhabhi)

Smt. Jeevan Prabha (Bhabhi)

Smt. Mohini Devi (Sister)

Smt. Kunti Devi (Sister)

Smt. Narmada & Sh. Lokesh Sawhney (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Smt. Shefali & Sh. Sunny Mahajan (Advocate) (Daughter & Son-in-law)

Smt. Puneet Gupta & Sh. Sandeep Gupta (Nephew)

Smt. Neelu Gupta & Sh. Ajay Gupta (Nephew)

Smt. Shivani & Sh. Rajinder (Nephew)

(Grand Children): Akshit, Anshita, Aarav, Ishanvi, Pradyumn, Rajveer, Aadyashree, Reeyarth
M/S Sandeep Medical Hall, Udhampur

9419904575, 9149749205, 9419233616

Sh Akhil Gupta
(Bunty)

Dr. Ram Kumar
Gupta

CHOUBARSI o

Choubarsi of Our beloved mother

Lt. Smt. Vidya Wanti W/o Late

Sh. Brahm Dass Sharma R/o.
Railway line Kotli Shah Daula

R.S. Pura Jammu will be performed
on 24th of February (Saturday) 2024
at 12:30 PM at our residence.

GRIEFSTRICKEN

Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Smt. Sudesh & Sh. Ved Prakash Sharma
Smt. Savita & Sh. C.L Sharma (CLCC JAMMU)
Smt. Aasha & Sh. Y.R. Sharma.

Daughters and Son-in-laws

Smt. Makhni & W/o Lt. Sh. Sham Lal Sharma

Smt. Babli & W/o Lt. Sh. Vijay Sharma,

Smt. Nirmal & W/o Sh. Tilak Raj Shastri (Rtd. ADC)
& Grand Children

Ph.9622039910

Smt. Vidya Wanti

UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we informed
the sad demise of our beloved mother Smt.
Rani Devi W/o Late Sh. Rattan Chand Gupta
R/o House No. 35/A, Pucca Dunga Akhnoor.
Uthala will be performed on 24 Feb 2024
(Saturday) at 3 pm to 4 pm at Old Gurudwara
Pucca Dunga Akhnoor.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Raman Kumar Gupta & Sharda Gupta

Vijay Kumar Gupta & Shakti Gupta

Shashi Gupta & Savita Gupta

Manik Gupta & Ridhima Gupta

Dhanish Gupta

Smt. Rani Devi

BHOG AND ANTIM ARDAS

Wiith prodound gried and somow, we regred to infarm the sad
demise of our baloved 5. Daljest Singh S Late 5. Bhagat
Singh Ji Talor Master (Mangali Sahio 'wale) of Mohalla Kama
Fhan, wha lefl for heavenly abode on 18-02-2024.
FPROGRANMME:

Arambh Shri Akhand Path Sahib on 23-02-2024 at our
residence WHo 7. House na 128, Mohalla Kama Khan,
Poanch.
Kirtan and Antim Ardas on 25-02-2024({Sunday) from
10:00 am to 12:00 af Gurudwara Baithak Sant Bhai Mohar
Singh Jee [near distt, Haspital]) followed by Guru Ka Langar,

GRIEF STRICKEMN:

Sdn. Bitha Kow |Mother)

Sdn. Seshinder Kour (Wife)

Manrmchit Singh (Son)

Brothers & Sister-indaws:

Sdn. Ranpeet Kour & S5 Kubwant Singh (Ratd. Principal)
Sdn. Satinder Kour & 5 RajinderPal Singh (Retd Principal)
Sdn. Jagjest Kour & 5 Rachpal Singh (Retd. Principal)
Siaters & Brother-in- laws:

Sdn, Prtam Kour VWo Late Prof, Sudershan Singh
Rarmesh Kour ¥Wo 5. Kukdeap Singh

| Brother-in-law & Sister-in-kaw:

Sdn. Parvindar Kour & 5. Tarkck Singh (Retd. ZED)

Sdn. Tajinder Kour & 5. Jatinder Singh (Fetd. E.D. NHPC)
|I|I-uhilll } TTER0944842 BGTATER4R06

5. Daljeet Singh

OBITUARY/ 10TH DAY KRIYA

'With profound grief and sorrow we regret to inform
the sad and untimely demise of Shri Giyan Jee
Bhat S/o Late Shri Ganesh Lal Bhat originally from
village Monghama Pulwama presently at house no
109 , Lane no 2 , Deena Nagar Barnai Jammu on
20.02.2024.

10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed on 29.02.2024
at Akhnooor followed by Assembly at Muthi Ghat at
11.00 A.M.

‘GRIEF STRICKEN

Nancy Bhat (Wife)

(Daughter In law and Son)

Gayatri and Abhijyot Bhat

Urvashi And Abhishek Bhat

Vijay and Tej Krishan Bhat (Bhabi and Brother)
Prana and Ramesh Kumar Bhat (Bhabi and Brother)

Veena and Vinod Kumar Bhat (Bhabi and Brother)

Dulari and M. L Raina (Sister and Brother in Law)

Nancy and B. L Bhat (Sister and Brother in Law)

Sunita and Ravi Kaul (Sister and Brother in Law)

‘Contact No : 6006085935, 9419120180, 6005695792, 9149876058.

Shri Giyan Jee Bhat

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Neglecting public issues, BJP hound to face flak by
gisillusioned supporters, common man: Rattan Lal

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
National Conference
Provincial President
Jammu Rattan Lal
Gupta said that BJP is
bound to face setbacks
in all upcoming polls in
J&K as the government
under its ambit has been
callously neglecting the
significant issues being
confronted by different
sections of society.

In a statement issued
to media persons, while
interacting senior col-
leagues of Jammu city,
the senior NC leader
maintained that BJP led
Centre and its proxy rule
in Jammu and Kashmir
has remained phleg-
matic over the impor-
tant issues being faced
by the public including
the Saffron party’s hard-
core supporters leading
to disillusionment of all
as what was promised
has not been delivered
and the chances are
also bleak that the gov-
ernment will change

its course listening to
common man’s plight.

He said looking into
growing unrest among
all sections of society,
it seems that the BJP
Government is upto
something in J&K as it
has no concern about
people’s problems and
is uncanny over prom-
ises made to alleviate
issues like unemploy-
ment, regularization,
bolstering public infra-
structure, basic ameni-
ties, etc.

Elaborating unattend-
ed issues point-wise,
Rattan Lal Gupta said
that despite number
of rounds of talks and
discussion, and prom-
ises, the disgruntled
daily wagers are strug-
gling for their demands
and protesting but the
government is noncha-
lant as if it has nothing
to do with this section
comprising thousands
of individuals and their
families. He termed the
situation as the govern-
ment’s cruel joke with

the hapless worker com-
munity.

The Provincial Presi-
dent also raised the
issue of lakhs of youths
wasting their youthful
days in dilemma as the
government in seat has
no concrete policy to
ensure safe career to
this segment as under
the incumbent but inca-
pable government, the
future of these educated
unemployed youths is
likely to perish. He said
that over 7 lakh deserv-
ing unemployed young
lot is presently longing
for jobs in J&K but the
government has failed
to complete recruitment
process without a scam
as it has become a new
norm in the region that
whenever a recruitment
process begins, the
next step is a scam and
things got entangled in
CBI probes and other
lingering tactics show-
ing inefficiency of LG
administration.

He asserted that the
future of youth is bleak

Arun Kumar Chibber holds meet
with Relief Commissioner (M)

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: Apni
Party’s Additional Gener-
al Secretary, Arun Kumar
Chibber today submitted
a proposal to the Relief
Commissioner (M) Arvind
Karwani to encourage
more participation of dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits
especially new voters
in the scheduled Par-
liamentary elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.

As per the press
release, the Relief Com-
missioner (M) Arvind
Karwani held a meeting
of all political parties

at his office to discuss
ways and means of
facilitating voting in the
upcoming Parliamenta-
ry elections by the dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandit
migrants.

In this meeting, the
Party was represented
by Additional General
Secretary, Arun Chib-
ber in which he raised
certain points which
were noted by the Relief
Commissioner.

Chibber suggested
that “The M-Forms
should be dispensed
with forthwith as in the
DDC elections, and a

special publicized drive
should be undertaken to
make voter cards for all
eligible migrant voters.”
He also said that the
number of polling booths
should be increased for
smooth casting of con-
stituency votes and the
D - Forms should be
updated to indicate the
final position of constitu-
encies after delimitation
for knowledge of regis-
tered migrant voters.
All these suggestions
were discussed thread-
bare and noted for con-
sideration by the Relief
Commissioner (M).

BCWPC training under mission
Vatsalaya held at Nowshera

Top News Report

NOWSHERA, Feb 23:
A training of Block Level
& village level Child wel-
fare and Protection Com-
mittees constituted under
Mission VATSALAYA
was held at conference
Hall Dak Bangalow Now-
shera in which members
of the block level child
protection committees
and representatives of
the five Village level child
protection committees
participated.

The training was
organized by National
Development Founda-
tion Jammu/ Rajouri in
collaboration with Dis-
trict Child Protection
Unit Rajouri and Tehsil
Social Welfare Office
Nowshera. Around
sixty people includ-
ing Suresh Choudhary
CWC Member Rajouri,
ZEO, Sh. Kabir Hussain-
Tehsil Social Welfare
Officer Representative

from Block health, Mis-
sion Poshan, Lambardar,
Children representatives
and Ex Sarpanches Par-
ticipated.

The training was
impacted by the resource
person of NDF Mr. Sunny
Kumar Programme Man-
ager NDF and Amit
Kundal Program Officer
NDF.

Tehsildar Nowshera
Ram Pal Sharma pre-
siding over the training
program. He thanked
National development
foundation for selecting
Nowshera for strength-
ening block level and vil-
lage level child protection
committees. He called
upon the committee
members to dedicatedly
work for strengthening
child protection mecha-
nism in Tehsil Nowshera.

Rajiv Khajuria, Presi-
dent National Develop-
ment Foundation in his
address detailed sen-
sitized the participants

-

o

. W@\

about their role and

responsibilities as the
members of Block level
and Village level child
welfare and protection
committees.

He lauded the role
of District Magistrate
Rajouri Om Prakesh
Bhagat for conducted
the first ever meeting of
District level child Welfare
and protection committee
and issuing instruction to
the district and sectoral
officer for strengthening
child protection mecha-
nism in the district.

Khajuria briefed the
participants on alternative
care, measure viz adop-
tion foster care and spon-
sorship. He applied the
committee members to
contribute in strengthen-
ing child friendly environ-
ment in their respective
blocks and villages. He
said that NDF team will
be available to technical-
ly supports the VCWPC
and BCWPC.

H

in Jammu and Kashmir
due to hollow and anti
youth policies of pres-
ent government. He
mentioned that those
serving on Academic
Arrangement in the
school / higher educa-
tion department till date
the govt has failed to
regularize them since
they have been serving
for the last more than
15 to 20 years which is
unjustified and against
the norms of natural
justice.

Rattan Lal Gupta fur-
ther highlighted the
scarcity of drinking as
well as irrigation water
in many areas of Jammu
city/ region which lately
has become a real big
problem as the pres-
ent government has no
plans in offing to coun-
ter the same as it would
become very difficult
for people to manage
in absence of regular
water supply especially
in summer.

He asserted that the
then Sheikh Abdul-

lah Government had
initiated the Ravi Tawi
Canal project to address
the scarcity of irriga-
tion and drinking water
being faced by the
farmers as well as the
people of Kandi belt of
District Kathua Samba
and Jammu but things
remained as they were,
leading to manifold times
increase in the problems
related to water scarcity
in Jammu.

Similarly, during the
regime of Dr Farooq
Abdullah, his govern-
ment has also sent
a proposal of lifting
Chenab water and
bringing the same to
areas facing dearth of
water for Jammu city
including the Kandi belt.

He said that the pres-
ent government in the
centre should consider
both the proposals and
come up with a plan to
resolve this issue other-
wise things can go out of
hand with people’s suf-
ferings reaching alarm-
ing levels.

Farooq, Omar conveyed

condolences

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
National Conference
President Dr Farooq
Abdullah and Vice
President Omar Abdul-
lah expressed grief over
the suddenly passing
away of Mohd Saleem
Lone Rtd Lecturer S/o
Abdul Rehman Lone
former Block Presi-
dent Lohai Malhar and
former Sarpanch and
conveyed condolences
to the bereaved family.

In their messages,
Dr Farooq Abdullah
and Mr Omar Abdul-
lah prayed for peace to
the departed soul and
expressed solidarity
with other members of
the family.

In the condolence
message, General Sec-
retary Haji Ali Moham-
med Sagar, Dr Sheikh

Mustafa Kamaal, Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra Addi-
tional General Sec-
retaries, Rattan Lal
Gupta Provincial Presi-
dent Jammu Province,
Sheikh Bashir Ahmed
Provincial Secretary,
Babu Rampaul Central
Zone President and
former minister, Pard-
eep Bali Provincial Sec-
retary Jammu, Ajeet
Kumar Sharma Dis-
trict President Kathua
Urban, Sham Narian
Mehta District Presi-
dent Kathua Rural have
also expressed grief
and prayed for peace
to the departed soul.

Sheikh Bashir Ahmed
Provincial Secretary
Jammu participated in
the Namaz-e- Jenaza
at Dudwara Billawar
today and prayed for
peace to the departed
soul.

Notorious drug peddler
booked under PSA

Top News Report

REASI, Feb 23: Continuing Operation Jeevandaan
in another major strike on drug peddlers District Police
Reasi booked and detained one more notorious drug
peddler of Reasi under PITNDPS and lodged him in

District Jail Reasi.

Bobby Singh Manhas S/o Sher Singh R/o Panthal
Tehsil Katra District Reasi who was involved in Case
FIR No. 133/2022 U/S 8/21/22 NDPS Act, FIR No.
25/2024 U/S 8/21/22 NDPS ACT of P/S Katra and
DDR No. 34 Dated 10.02.2024 of P/S Katra was
detained under PIT NDPS Act under the order No.
22 of 2024 dated 22.2.2024, issued by Divisional

Commissioner, Jammu.

Besides booking under NDPS Act a number of times
he was warned to shun the path of supplying drugs to
the youth of Katra. However he remained on continu-
ous mission of minting money by supplying banned
drug to youth of Katra. In view of his continuous
involvement in drug peddling and to save the health
and welfare of the society it was necessary to book

him under stringent law.

On the directions of Mohit Sharma-Senior Super-
intendent of Police Reasi his dossiers for PSA were
prepared and after getting necessary detention order
from Ramesh Kumar Divisional Commissioner Jammu
Bobby Singh Manhas was arrested by the team of
Police Station Katra. He was lodged in Sub Jail, Reasi.

SSP Reasi while sharing the details conveyed that
Reasi Police is working on multipronged strategy to
deal with the problem of drug abuse, on one hand
awareness programs are being organized in every
nook and corner of the district and on the other hand
drug peddlers are being booked under PITNDPS Act
on regular basis, whereas Reasi Police also started
Anti Drug Helpline Number 9070907017 for general
public where identity of caller will be kept secret.

SSP Reasi while giving tough message for drug
peddlers added that there is no space for Drug Ped-
dlers in Reasi. Drug peddlers should shun the path of
spoiling our generation and must return to mainstream
otherwise they will be dealt with Iron hand.

Custodian General, SDM, Sub judge pay
obeisance at Tirupati Temple, participate
in Abhishek ceremon

B

Top News Report
JAMMU, Feb 23: Rish-
pal Singh Custodian
General JK along with
Satish Sharma SDM,
Smriti Sharma Sub
Judge /secretary DALSA
jammu, RC Subraman-
yam the Superintendent
of temple and Ramesh
Babu paid obeisance
at Tirupati Balaji temple
Jammu and participated
in the special abhishek
of Tirupati prayed for the
welfare of the country.
Every Friday the cer-
emony of abhishek of
Lord Venkateshwar is
performed.

Rishpal Singh
expressed happiness
over the temple said that
it is a feeling of plea-

Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir

sure and proud that the
Tirupati Balaji temple is
established here for the
people of Jammu. With
this temple we are able
to witness the culture
of south India and this
feeling is heavenly.He
appealed people to visit
the temple and pay obei-
sance here.

Satish Sharma said
that is ready for any
kind of help to the temple
and devotees.He said
the temple is beautifully
made in the Majheen
area.

Smriti sharma said the
dedication of Lord Ven-
kateswara temple would
give a boost to spiritual
tourism and a major fillip
to the economic devel-
opment and employ-

ar o
ment opportunities in the
Union Territory.

On this occasion Sub-

ramanyam the Superin-
tendent of temple also
appealed transport
commissioner to start
the bus service for the
temple so that devotees
can come easily to the
temple.

He also emphasize to
start the Bharat darshan
bus service here so that
tourists also came to
know about the temple.

Other dignitaries pres-
enton the occasion were
Sai Krishna, Temple
Inspector, RC Subra-
manyam, Superintendent

Ramesh Babu Office
incharge, Pradhana
Pandit, Amit Shukla,
Veda Pandit.

Office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Mech. Division North Jammu
e-mail: xennorth@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No. 262 of 2023-24

For and on behalf of Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Jammu,
Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Mech. Division North Jammu, invites tenders by e-tendering mode from the
reputed/registered firms/Sole Prop. for the below mentioned work:-

Budget.

Improvement of water supply to water deficit areas
of Roop Nagar, Chinore and Keran under UT Capex

Name of work Estimated Cost of Earnest | Validity Bid
S. cost document/ money of Rates | validity
No. (inX) tender fee (inX)
(inX)

Design, Providing, Installation, Testing and | 14,00,000/- 500/- 28,000/-
1. Commissioning of ATS panel for 300 HP HC Pump in the 180 180

motor set unit no. 9 and unit no. 12 along with allied shape of days days

works at CPS MUTHI for Augmentation / CDR/FDR

Position of AAA: Accorded
Position of TS: Sanctioned

Date of Publishing : 19-02-2024 (05.00 pm).
1. Bid documents can be seen at and downloaded from the website http://jktenders.gov.in from

19-02-2024 (05.00 pm).

2. The Bids shall be deposited in electronic format on the website

http://jktenders.gov.in from 19-02-2024 (05.00 pm) to 26-02-2024 (02.00 pm).

3. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.

4. The Technical bids received shall be opened online on 27-02-2024 (02.00 pm) or any other

subsequent date in the office of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Mech. Division North Jammu.

5. The Financial bid of the bidders shall be opened online after scrutinizing the technical bid in the
office of the Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Mech. Division North Jammu in presence of the bidders
who wish to attend. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as
specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

6. The bidder should make payment for cost of bidding document in shape of single window challan of

JMC / online payment through the JMC website link http://www.jmcjammu.org/online-
payment.html in the name of Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Mech. Division North Jammu.

7. The original instruments in respect of cost of document,

EMD in the shape of

CDR/FDR and other relevant document of L; bidder will be required to be submitted to the
Executive Engineer Jal Shakti Mech. Division North Jammu after opening of financial bids on line. No
separate intimation about opening of financial bids will be sent by this office / by the tender
opening authority. In case the original documents are not submitted by the L; bidder opening of
financial bid, the tender will be cancelled and the bidder will not be allowed to participate in any

further / future tendering process in the division for a period of one year.

8. The date and time of opening of financial bids will be notified on website http://iktenders.gov.in
and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.

9. The original documents when submitted by L; bidder for the cost of tender documents, specified in
the tender document should be same as uploaded on line (Scanned copies) otherwise allotment will
not be issued, the tenders will be cancelled and the bidder will not be allowed to participate in any

further / future tendering process in the division for a period of one year.

10. Bid security of successful tenderer will have to be in form of CDR/FDR of any scheduled bank and
shall have to be valid for 180 days from last date of receipt of Bid. No exemption of any kind shall be

allowed on this.

11. Only such firms should submit tender, who have requisite infrastructure and workshop facility for
carrying out similar type of job which may be inspected by the competent authority before
awarding the job contract so as to access the working capacity of the tenderer. The workmanship
and material used should be of high quality and as per the specifications of the job order / tender.

12. The bid for the execution of work shall remain open for acceptance for a period of 180 days from
the date of opening of bids. If any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender before the said period
or makes any modifications in the terms and conditions of the bid, the earnest money of the firm

shall stand forfeited.

13. The tenderers are advised to visit the site of work / inspect the parts to be fabricated before
uploading their tenders so as to acquaint themselves with exact measurement and site conditions.

14. Special conditions as per Finance Department order No. OM A/24 (2017)-651 dated 07-06-2018.

i.  Furnishing of hard copies of bids immediately after submission of e-tenders is dispensed with.

The same should be obtained o

financial bids.

nly from the bidder who is declared as L-1 after opening of

ii. The cost of tenders should be collected by introducing e-challan or simply uploading a copy of

necessary challan / receipt.

iii.  Similarly, instead of insisting on actual call deposit receipt, a copy of same duly pledged to the

concerned department should be uploaded by the tenderers.

However, before allotting the

work or issuing the supply order, the original CDR/FDR should be obtained and kept on record.

15. Other details, instructions and terms and conditions can be seen / downloaded from the bidding

document.

JSMDNJ/5178-80
Dated: 19-02-2024

DIP/J-15315/23

Sd/-

Executive Engineer

Jal Shakti Mech. Division North

Jammu
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EDITORIAL

Benefits of
technology

echnology is an important component of life

in the modern world. People have become so

dependent on technology that they are unable
to live without it. Technology today is important and useful
in all areas of human life. It has made life easy and com-
fortable by making communication and transportation
faster and easier. It has made education accessible to all
and improved health services. Technology has made the
world smaller and a better place to live. Meeting human
needs without technology would be a difficult task. Before
the advent of technology, humans were still fulfilling their
needs. However, with technology, fulfillment of needs has
become easier and faster. It is unimaginable what life
would be like without technology. The technology is useful
in the following areas: transportation, communication,
connectivity, education, health care and business. Despite
its benefits, technology has negative impacts on society.
Examples of negative impacts of technology include the
development of controversial medical practices such as
stem cell research and the adoption of solitude due to
changes in communication patterns. For example, social
media has changed the way people interact. Technology
is defined as the body of knowledge that deals with the
innovation, invention and application of technological
means as well as their inter-relationships with life, society
and environment. Or in other words, technology means
using scientific knowledge to achieve some specific goal
or to create applications that are used in industry or in
everyday life. Therefore, if we are using some scientific
knowledge to achieve some goal then we are using tech-
nology. We use and rely on technology in our daily lives,
and our technological needs and demands continue to
increase. Technology is used by humans to explore, con-
nect, study and work. The way we use technology decides
whether its effects are beneficial or harmful to society.
Technology has more positive impact on humans or society
than negative. It makes our life easier and rewards us by
providing resources or tools that help us in many ways.
Some of the positive changes that technology is bringing
to our lives are:-

Better Communication: Communication is the most
important part of the society, we create or transfer our
ideas with each other with the help of communication.
Earlier people used pigeons or birds to transfer their mes-
sages to their loved ones. After that technology gradu-
ally grows and the medium of transferring information
changes to mobile phones, emails, etc. Nowadays, we send
messages to loved ones or known people through email,
social media platforms, etc. It is the fastest, efficient and
effective medium. People can easily talk or share with their
loved ones, even if they are far away from them.

Better education and learning process: Technology
enhances the education and learning process. Nowadays,
people can easily increase their knowledge by using the
internet. Most of the data exists on the Internet, and you
can access this data anytime and anywhere.

Mechanized Agriculture: Technology changes the way
farmers work. Many machines and technological tools
were introduced in the agricultural sector which makes
farming much easier, effective, automated, etc.

Ease of Accessing Information: We can easily access
information anytime and anywhere through the internet.
Most of the information available on the internet is free, so
you can use them to increase your knowledge, skills, etc.

Globalization of knowledge: Today you can learn from
any country around the world or can use internet to get
latest news. Services like Twitter have enabled people
to become journalists, so they report news instantly by
tweeting. Wikipedia. Services like Org are equipped with
data on just about anything, although not always 100%
accurate.

Better socialization: Finding old and new friends is now
much easier. Social networks like Facebook and Twitter
allow you to socialize easily.

Better communication: Such as radio, television, inter-
net and social media. Electronic media has improved the
methods of exchanging ideas which can contribute to the
development of our society. With the help of communica-
tion technologies such as telephone, video conferencing,
email or instant messengers, the movement of information
within an organization or business has become instan-
taneous.

Accessible Education: The use of Internet technology has
opened up institutional boundaries. Students from devel-
oping countries now have the chance to study their desired
courses at the same standard as First World education
institutions in some cases. This type of education increases
the chances of employment on the international platform.

Increasing Production and Saving Time: Businesses
today use technology more than ever to automate. A good
example is a bakery that uses electronic temperature sen-
sors to detect a drop or rise in room or oven temperature
in the bakery. These sensors send information directly to
the operator, informing them of any temperature changes.
This temperature system saves bakery time, and its result
is also consistently high quality products.

As we know that everything present on this planet has
both advantages and disadvantages. The same applies to
technology, it has a negative impact on society and some
of the negative effects are:

Increase in unemployment: Big and small businesses
have low costs these days and due to high efficiency they
use machinery and technical equipment due to which the
unemployment rate is continuously increasing.

Increase in pollution: Not only humans but also technol-
ogy is affecting the environment. The rate of pollution is
continuously increasing due to vehicles and machinery
which causes global warming etc.

Physical activity is reduced, with people spending less
time with their family and friends.

Increase in cyber crimes: Due to excessive use of internet,
the rate of cyber crimes has also increased. Some people
(attackers) harm innocent people (victims) or children for
money or entertainment.

Poor quality publications online: Many online publishers
post content for monetary purposes, so you will find that
most of the content published online is not accurate or
detailed enough to help students and researchers.

Over-dependence on information: Students no longer
take time to solve equations and research topics. They
simply ask a question on Google or a calculator and find
the answer. Without these tools, they would not know
how to achieve the same results in the library or on paper.

Job exclusion: Technology has replaced many of those
positions given on which humans used to live. Robots
can mow the lawn or clean the pool, without the need
for a servant.

Security breaches: Because businesses store their data
on remote cloud servers that can be accessed online with
ausername and password, they potentially run the risk of
losing that data to hackers or viruses.

Technology has led to the changes in social behavior
and culture. Some of the social issues that we face while
using the internet:

Identity Theft: To commit a crime by impersonating
another person using someone’s identity to fraudulently
obtain financial/personal information.

Teachings of Guru Gyagi Ji are relevant even today

By R.L.Kaith

ne hundred and

twenty six years ago

on Sunday, 6 February,
1898 (which was Magh Purnima), an
elementary combination appeared in
the birth of a human child at village
Smailpur (Near Nagbani in Jammuy).
This divine being was named as
‘GYAGI” who proclaimed his great
message of love, service and devotion
to all people of all lands and faiths. He
believed in the doctrine of Fatherhood
of God and Brotherhood of Man. He
regarded all human beings as belong-
ing to a single family and there was
no question with him as to who was
better or worse. All persons are equal
in the eyes of God and all those who
believe in Him as the Supreme Truth.
There may be several paths to reach
the truth but it is essential to follow
the path correctly.

Guru Gyagi did not place before
people any different thing and reli-
gious dogmas. His teachings were
simple and could be understood by
the ordinary men in the street. It did
not require any Pandit to explain the
intricacies of the Guru. The Guru
lived among the people and preached
in their own language.

According to Gyagi, this world is
due to kindness of God. Before its
formation, there was darkness. Nei-
ther there was moon nor sun, nei-
ther day nor night, neither hell nor
heaven. Everywhere was only God
and God. God created the world with
His own consent and placed it in the
sky. When was world created, which
century, whether was created in the
night or day, neither Pandit knew nor
Moulvi. It is the Creator who knows
better and there is none that can claim
equality with Him. He is all power-
ful and omnipresent. He is merciful
and kind to all the living being, one
should have true faith in Him.

Guru Gyagi laid emphasis on the
True Name. He said the true Name is
nothing else but God Himself, the cre-
ator and preserver. There is nothing
true in the world except God Himself

and so one should only worship Him
and none else.

The word Guru is coined by two let-
ters ‘Gu’” means ‘amalgamation” and
‘Ru’ means ‘Soul’. An organism amal-
gamated with soul is called Guru.
According to Hindi version ‘Gu’
means ‘Dark” and ‘Ru’ means ‘Light’.
A person leading the pupil from dark
to light is called Guru. Without Guru
one cannot see light inside. Outside
light is seen by eyes but eternal light
is felt due to the blessings of Guru. It
is just like enlightening another lamp.
The soul has no colour, no shape, size,
no flesh, blood no smell. Soul never
requires water, food and air. Soul is
an inexplicable gift of God to living
being. Soul is a chetana and free from
the pangs of birth, winter, summer
and other phenomenon. To whom
an alive person loves, after death the
soul goes to him. It is an exact faith of
all the religions of the world. The job
of the Guru ends not even after death.
The Guru works like cukoo bird. The
egg of cukoo resembles with egg of
crow in shape, size and colour. Cukoo
lays egg in the nest of crow and crow
assumes them as his own egg and
helps in hatching it. When the tiny
cukoo comes out, the parental cukoo
every time watches the situation
and knows the tiny cukoo has come
out. The parental cukoo produces
his sound. The tiny cukoo immedi-
ately attracts towards parental cukoo
with the help of sound. Something
from the inner exerts due to which
tiny cukoo believes that the sound
producers are his parent/guru. Thus
parental cukoo flies keeping in claws
the tiny cukoo towards his desired
place. Similarly, when the body dies,
invisible soul wanders around the
guru who watches his pupil every
where, produces special sound.
The soul has love for guru, attracts
towards guru and then flies towards
Satguru. Channels to reach up to Sat-
guru -To reach up to Satguru, there
are several channels in the way and
without the help of the guru, no one
can cross those channels. The guru
taking his pupil’s soul reaches, the
first channel, the black sea where the

agents of Maan/Kaalpursh/Naranjan
are waiting for the soul. The agents
ask the name of the guru. The souls
without guru can not cross the black
sea and some finish there and some
go directly to hell or some to heaven
depending upon karma. Hell gone
souls are treated very badly by Niran-
jan/kaalpursh and heaven gone souls
have to take birth again even after
sixty thousand years staying there.
To take birth is the toughest job for
every living being. The soul when
enters the body and stays there for
some time feels pain just like a man
feels while sitting on hundred degree
hot iron plate at a moment. The guru
interacts with his spiritual power,
himself becomes a bridge and helps
cross his pupil’s soul and reaches the
second channel which is somewhere
barren land. This channel is quite
calm, lengthy, tough but guru keep-
ing pupil’s soul in his feet flies with
spiritual power and reaches the third
channel which is a dark, lengthy cave
as small hair of the head. Here guru,
from his meditations, gives, some
spiritual power to his pupil’s soul and
make pupil’s soul more soft, calm and
himself becomes light of the lamp and
guides to cross the last and dangerous
channel and ultimately reaches up to
the seat of the Satguru which is full
of light where a body exists without
blood and flesh. When a soul reaches
there, it becomes free from birth and
death and hence the peace forever.

Guru Gyagi thoroughly believed in
the theory of karma. Only one’s own
actions make or mar one’s future. If
actions are bad, then the sins cannot
be washed away by all the waters of
the Ganges and if actions are good,
not a drop of holy water is required
by any man for his purity.

Guru Gyagi condemned the caste
system in the severest terms. The
narrow division of men into differ-
ent castes in Hinduism did not appeal
to him and he ridiculed it. Accord-
ing to him, “Castes are folly, names
are folly. There is no Hindu and no
Mussalman”. No one is born high or
low. Man makes himself high or low
according to his own actions.Thus

Guru Gyagi preached universal broth-
erhood and in this new faith caste did
not have any place.

Guru Gyagi was not in favour of
asceticism and leaving one’s own
family life. There is no use of hard pen-
ance and giving trouble to one’s own
life. One should remain in the world
but should not indulge in the evils of
the world. It was with the aim in mind
that all the gurus led normal family
lives and discharged all functions as
house holders. The idea of righteous
living is meaningless except in the con-
text of the community.

Guru Gyagi was also not in favour
of idol worship because according to
him God has no shape and no limit
and hence he cannot be found in any
form whatsoever. He cannot be wor-
shipped in human form and Avtars
are not the incarnations of God. Guru
Gyagi, therefore, did no idol worship
of any sort.

According to Guru Gyagi, the chief
aim of man’s life on earth is to achieve
‘Moksha’” or the highest bliss. One
should try to achieve a state of mind
where there is neither pain nor hap-
piness- a state from where the soul
of man does not come to this world
again.Guru Gyagi used to call meet-
ings of his devotees in ashram occa-
sionally for timely guidance. On Feb-
ruary 25, 1978, he delivered a histori-
cal inspiring speech to his disciples: I
want to tell you today specific instruc-
tions. I am not able to maintain the
energy of my body. I want to leave
this body after sometime and as such
I am unable to guide you through
human body. In future, I will provide
my guidance while remaining form-
less. I want that you all work together
to develop ashram to serve humanity
and complete my unfinished work.
More you serve, more you people get
sweet and better taste of its outcome
and the coming generations will be
benefitted and they too will prosper.
I am quite hopeful that you people
have listened to me and you will act
accordingly.

After sometime, this Minstrel of God,
the divinely gifted guide and loving
friend of mankind returned to the
Eternal Home after having passed on
his spirit and divine gifts to his succes-
sor Baba Barlaki.

Open Book Exams: Benefits , Technique and Preparation Strategies for students

By: Vijay GarG

emorising study mate-
rial and reproducing
it during exams is the
norm. However, there is a different
approach, “open book” exams that is
also practised at times. Read this arti-
cle to learn more about this new take
on open-book exams, its advantages,
disadvantages, challenges and more.

Exams are taken in order to assess
academic knowledge of the students.
The importance of this assessment is
indisputable in a student’s life. How-
ever, the pressure of performance
and extremely good scores makes
this assessment quite terrifying. To
help students overcome this fear,
another form of assessment is being
introduced in schools and colleges.
Open book examinations are gaining
popularity.

Open book exams (OBEs) as the
name suggests are tests where the stu-
dent is allowed to refer to their text-
books, notes or other study material
while taking the exam. These types
of exams diverge from the traditional
route of assessment which focuses
on producing a different approach to
check the student’s academic knowl-
edge than the traditional setup of
closed book examinations (CBEs).

This new approach to open-book
examination evaluates a student’s
ability to locate relevant information,
interpret it effectively, and apply it to
solve problems or answer questions.

Let us now look at the impact of
OBEs and CBEs on student life.

Influence on Learning and Prepara-
tion

The regular exam requires students
to memorise lessons and reproduce
them orally or in writing. On the
other hand, OBEs focus on applying
the taught concepts. When it comes to
preparation time the students have to
invest more time and effort in CBEs as
students to study more when appear-
ing in exams of this format.

Performance In Exam

There is a notion that students will

perform better in OBEs due to the
accessibility of references. However,
this might not essentially be true. The
focus of OBEs is to check the applica-
tion of knowledge which cannot be
retrieved from external sources. The
time limit to answer questions during
OBEs creates pressure to look for the
right information from all the sources
available. This makes the process of
OBEs challenging.

Students preparing for CBEs used
a deeper learning approach that
included detailed study of lecture
notes, chapter notes, and participa-
tion in activities linked to higher
exam scores. Students expecting
OBEs, on the other hand, may have
taken a shallower learning approach,
assuming they could rely on accessing
materials during the exam.

Testing Effects

Both the OBEs and CBEs help the
examinee remember the facts and
apply the knowledge in different
ways. CBEs make the students think
harder to remember what they have
learned while OBEs test the applica-
tion of the facts accessible.

Students have to adopt different
strategies to prepare for different
styles of exams. The CBEs focus on
rote memorisation. Let’s understand
the strategies students can opt to ace
OBEs.

Well Organised Notes

It is wise for the students to organ-
ise the notes by chapter or category.
Finding the answers from a haphaz-
ard arrangement of notes can cost a
lot of time. Using tabs, and colour-
coding techniques can help the stu-
dents to locate the relevant informa-
tion during the exam.

Understand The Concept

Relying on their notes while
attempting OBEs is not wise. Since
OBEs are more applicable it is impor-
tant to understand the core concepts.
This will allow me to apply critical
thinking skills to solve problems
effectively.

Basic Knowledge Is Important

Even if it’s an OBE the students

need to have the basic knowledge of
the subject. The formula, the chemi-
cal name, and the numerical value
should be on the tongue. This also
saves time during the examination.
The student should have an overview
of which concept comes under which
category.

Practise Past Papers

It is important to take practice tests
on OBE patterns. This gives familiar-
ity to the student on how to attempt
questions on these patterns. The stu-
dent should be ready on how to look
for answers, analyse the concept and
answer accordingly.

When students are prepared with
the above strategies, scoring in OBEs
becomes easier. There is an inclina-
tion of students to OBEs as it brings
advantages for examinees. Various
studies find OBEs favourable on the
points of:

Less Stress On Examinee

When the students have access to
study material, taking exams becomes
less stressful. They don’t have to
worry about memorising, recalling
and producing facts on paper or
orally. This might reduce the burden
on the student and promote a relaxed
test environment.

Boost Critical Thinking

The open book exam checks the
knowledge of the examinee beyond
rote learning. Students must grasp
the concept, analyse what they under-
stood from it and use it effectively
while answering the questions. This
encourages the students to under-
stand the practical application of the
concepts and carves critical thinking
skills.

Real-World Stimulation

The open-book exam allows stu-
dents to access their study materials
or resources during the test, much like
professionals have access to referenc-
es in their work settings. By permit-
ting this access, the exam evaluates
not just the memorisation of infor-
mation but also how effectively stu-
dents can utilise available resources to
address questions or solve problems.

However, OBEs are not all perfect.
They have their set of disadvantages.
Some of the drawbacks include:

Dependence On Study Materials

OBEs make students heavily depen-
dent on reference materials. This
makes them neglect to put effort into
understanding the concepts thor-
oughly. Students don’t even memo-
rise the basics, just refer to the study
material for it.

Time Constraints

Students don’t remember anything
they spend searching for the infor-
mation asked in the exam. They
might even struggle to filter out the
relevant information suitable for the
questions asked. This takes up a lot of
time affecting the time limit assigned
to complete all the questions in the
exam.

Poor Study Habits

Students might not develop effective
study habits when they are depen-
dent on study material for exams. The
only focus of the student is to filter
out the information, not developing
a comprehensive understanding and
retaining the knowledge. However,

Balancing OBEs And CBEs

Students are becoming inclined
towards OBEs possibly due to
reduced stress and the perception
that these exams encourage critical
thinking rather than rote memorisa-
tion. OBEs can be successfully imple-
mented if the curriculum across all
stages is modified accordingly. It is
important to note that OBEs are only
successful when students reap their
benefits as tools for developing appli-
cation-based knowledge.

Having said that the traditional CBEs
should not go obsolete as this ensures
students have in-depth knowledge
of certain concepts imbibed in their
memory.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout)
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KATRA, Feb 23:
The School of Energy
Management and the
School of Architecture
& Landscape Design,
under the patronage
of the Institute Innova-
tion Council (IIC), jointly
organized a two-day
intra-institute workshop
on Innovative Sustain-
able Design at SMVDU
with an aim to nurture
creativity, collaboration,
and sustainable devel-
opment.

The workshop intends
to bring together faculty,
staff, and students to
explore cutting-edge
concepts, exchange
ideas, and develop solu-
tions to address persis-
tent environmental chal-
lenges. The inaugural
session commenced
with Ar. Abhiney Gupta,
Asst. Prof. at SoALD,
extending a warm

welcome to the distin-
guished guests, includ-
ing Prof. Pragati Kumar,
the Hon’ble Vice-Chan-
cellor of SMVDU, along
with faculty members,
resource persons, and
enthusiastic students.

The Vice Chancellor
emphasized the impor-
tance of organising such
workshops which help
to pool innovative ideas
of the young minds.

He added that sus-
tainable design plays a
crucial role in shaping
a better future for gen-
erations to come. As we
face challenging issues
such as climate change,
resource depletion, and
environmental degra-
dation, it is vital that
we harness the power
of innovation to create
solutions that are both
ecologically sound and
socially responsible.

The workshop fea-
tured a diverse range

Tanuj Sharma secures first
position, receives a prestigious
tab from Physics Wallah

Top News Report

KATHUA, Feb 23:
Jammu Sanskriti
School Kathua thrilled
to announce the out-
standing achievement of
one of its students who
has secured the first
position and received
a prestigious tab from
the renowned online
course provider, Phys-
ics Wallah.

Our dedicated stu-
dent, Tanuj from class
11th has demonstrated
unparalleled dedication,
diligence, and intellec-
tual prowess.

His commitment to
academic excellence
and passion for winning
in this online quiz by the
Physics Wallah has truly
set him apart.

Tanuj’s remarkable

achievement of secur-
ing the first position and
receiving a tab from
Physics Walla’s online
course is a source of
immense pride for our
institution.

It was an online one
month quiz wherein he
had to score max marks
so that he may qualify
for the top ranks in
leader board which he
achieved.

His success not only
reflects his brilliance but
also underscores the
effectiveness of qual-
ity education provided
by his mentors and his
school.

JSS Kathua faculty
extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to Tanuj
and wished him contin-
ued success in his aca-
demic pursuits ahead.

of sessions, including
expert presentations
and hands-on work-

shops. Participants
had the opportunity to
engage with experts
in the field, share their
insights and experi-
ences, and collaborate
on projects that promote
sustainability and inno-
vation. Prof. Ashutosh
Vaishstha, Dean Fac-
ulty of Management
and Chairperson, 1IC
SMVDU stated that by
bringing together stake-
holders from across our
institution, we hope to
nurture interdisciplin-
ary collaboration and
encourage the cross-
pollination of ideas.
Through this collective
effort, we aim to inspire
positive change and
empower individuals to
become catalysts for
sustainable develop-
ment in their respec-
tive fields. Dr. Sanjeev

Anand, Associate Dean
R&D, said that this
workshop is part of IIC
6.0 Calendar Activi-
ties for Academic Year
2023-24 given by the
Ministry of Education’s
Innovation Cell and the
best innovations will be
rewarded.

Dr. Yatheshth Anand,
Assistant Professor,
School of Mechanical
Engineering and coor-
dinator of the workshop
explained about the
details of the workshop
and how the innovations
will be evaluated and
rewarded.

The session pro-
gressed with enlight-
ening presentations by
notable resource per-
sons. Ar. C L Razdan,
former Director of the
School of Architecture
at SMVDU, captivated
the audience with his
discourse on the retro-
fitting project at Pahal-

gam, offering a pro-
found learning experi-
ence for the attending
students.

It was followed by Er.
Vaneet Aggarwal from
BeeKay Protection
Systems who shared
pioneering advance-
ments in home security,
safety, and fire-fighting
technologies, enriching
the discourse with prac-
tical innovations aimed
at enhancing residential
safety standards.

The inaugural ses-
sion was attended
by experts, Ar. C. L.
Razdan, Vaneet Agar-
wal, BEE Protection and
Dr. Vineet Tyagi, Dean
R&D, Ar. Aditya Kumar
Singh, Head, SoALD,
Ar. Navin Gupta, Assis-
tant Professor, SoALD,
Ar. Abhimanyu Gupta,
Assistant Professor,
SoALD.

The workshop not only
served as a platform for
knowledge dissemina-
tion but also ignited
a spirit of inquiry and
exploration among par-
ticipants, reaffirming the
commitment of SMVDU
towards fostering a cul-
ture of innovation and
sustainability in aca-
demia and beyond.

Educational visit under Rashtriya
Avishkar Abhiyaan held at CUJ

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Under the patronage
of Vice Chancellor,
Central University of
Jammu, Prof. San-
jeev Jain and Mentor-
ship of Prof. Yashwant
Singh, Head, Depart-
ment of Computer Sci-
ence & IT, an educa-
tional cum exposure
visit was conducted
in Central University
Jammu campus for 98
students of 8th Stan-
dard and about 100
students of class 11th
of Kendriya Vidyalaya
Nagrota, Jammu.

This collaborative
effort aims to promote a
spirit of scientific inquiry
and innovation among
young minds.

The students visited
the Central Univer-

KTMF, JKBC, CTMFG resent SMC, SDA issuance
of tax & other fees notices W1th excessive rates

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb 23:
General Secretary (Org)
Kashmir Traders And
Manufacturers Federa-
tion (KTMF), President
Jammu And Kashmir
Business Confederation
(JKBC) & Chairman City
Traders And Manufac-
turers Federation/Guild
(CTMFG) Mohammad
Altaf Dar (Rajbagh) have
slammed the issuance
of tax notices including
Sanitation Fees, Licence
Fees Etc to business
community with exces-
sive rates by Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
department and termed
it as anti-business and
against the interest of
traders’ community.

The reservations were
conveyed by a group of
traders in a meeting with
the Mohammad Altaf
Dar (Rajbagh)here at
the Office on Friday.

He said the move will
create mistrust between
government,SMC and
traders, which may
also create difficulties
to SMC, to increase
its revenue-base.
Mohammad Altaf Dar
said that the traders will
protest the imposition of
excessive new taxes &
increase in fees ie sani-
tation, licence etc.

Whereas, Moham-
mad Altaf Dar added as
reportedly the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
department/Srinagar
Development Author-
ity had issued notices
to business community
regarding taxes with
exorbitant rates ie fees.

He alleged as report-
edly the business
community is being
harassed through vari-
ous tactics by the offi-
cials of various govern-
ment departments to
enhance revenue-base
in the which was tanta-
mount to create a gulf
between the govern-
ment, SMC and trad-
ers, and demanded to
take stern legal action
against the issuance of
tax notices to business-
men, he urged.

Mohammad Altaf Dar
(Rajbagh) further said
that Srinagar Municipal
Corporation didn’t take
the relevant stakehold-
ers before artificial and
unilateral increase in
rates of taxes & fees
which is completely
unjust with business
community and was
unacceptable to them.

He also said the Sri-
nagar Municipal Corpo-
ration move will make
difficulties to meet the
revenue-collection
target. Mohammad
Altaf Dar said that SMC
& SDA has enough
funds, but no develop-
ment work has been
done in market for the
last ten years due to
which the condition of
infrastructure in markets
has deteriorated.

Dar said that street
lights in markets were
not functioning while
footpaths are broken.

He said that sanitation
and sewerage system
were also not perform-
ing well due to which
markets were present-
ing filthy look.

He appealed to Com-
missioner SMC/VC SDA
to pay urgent attention
towards development
works in markets in the
whole Srinagar city and
it's extended areas and
allocate funds for this
purpose.

Dar said that con-
ditions for business
were not conducive;
therefore,increasing
Sanitation, Licence fee
& other fees should not
be imposed

He said that Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
and Srinagar Develop-
ment Authority had tried
to impose increase sani-
tation fee,Licence Fees
& other fees which is
not acceptable to trad-
ers. Dar called
upon the government/
LG Administration to
take measures to bring
new people under the
tax & fees net instead of
overburden the existing
taxpayers with imposi-
tion of additional levies
on them.

sity Jammu campus to
familiarize themselves
with recent trends,
developments, and
innovations in the field
of science and technol-
ogy.

The students also
visited the state-of-the
art laboratories of dif-
ferent science streams
and interacted with the
technical experts to
get knowledge about
future aspirations at
the Central University
of Jammu.

They also visited the
Kalam Centre of Excel-
lence, Satish Dhawan
Centre for Space Sci-
ence (ISRO), Himala-
yan Aerosol Research
Instrumentation (HARI)
facility, loT Lab, Engi-
neering Block and other
important centres at the
CuUJ.

Dr. Bhavna Arora
Associate Professor
and Co-ordinator of the
visit along with Zakir,
Assistant Professor
briefed the students
about the innovations,
research centres, facili-
ties, and initiatives by
the Central University
of Jammu.

Through this initia-
tive, Central University
Jammu aims to ignite
curiosity, inspire cre-
ativity, and cultivate
a passion for science
and technology among
students.

This visit aligns with
the broader objectives
of the Rashtriya Avish-
kar Abhiyan to promote
a culture of innovation
and scientific tempera-
ment across education-
al institutions nation-
wide.

Reopening of Schools in Kishtwar
Dlstt Teachers return to schools

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Feb 23: In a commendable effort, the
first day of opening of school post the extensive Winter
Vacations in Kishtwar District unfolded seamlessly, with
dedicated teachers preparing the educational institutions
ahead of the return of students after a hiatus of over two

months on 1st of March 2024.

Some schools of far flung faced the challenge of snow-
covered premises, witnessing the collaborative efforts of
teachers and support staff diligently clearing the snow
to ensure a welcoming environment for the returning
students to resume classes in March.

Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh Yadav,
and Chief Education Officer Kishtwar, Prahlad Bhagat,
conducted thorough inspections across various schools
to assess their preparedness for the imminent resump-

tion of regular classes.

During the inspections, the officers emphasized the
importance of creating an optimal learning environment
for students rejoining classes after an extended break.
They urged the Head of Institutions (HOIs) to ensure
cleanliness and facilitate necessary provisions for the
smooth resumption of classes.

CEO Kishtwar stressed the significance of making
the students’ first day back interactive and motivational,
imbued with an ambassadorial spirit to create memo-
rable experiences that would resonate throughout the

academic session.

Furthermore, teachers and HOIs were encouraged to
provide necessary support and guidance to students,
especially in preparation for upcoming exams. The col-
lective efforts of the educational community in Kishtwar
District reflect a commitment to fostering a positive and
supportive learning environment for students, ensuring
a successful transition back to in-person classes.

Dimple demands SC to ban Article
370 movie throughout Indla

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Sunil Dimple, Presi-
dent Mission Statehood
Jammu Kashmir, while
addressing a press con-
ference, has boycotted
and appealed to the
people to boycott the
movie on Article 370,
today in the cinema
theaters.

Dimple demanded
Supreme Court (SC)
to ban the Article 370
movie throughout India.

Dimple alleged this
Article 370 movie is
conspiracy to defame

r

our dogra state princely
state of Mahraja Haris-
ingh as Maharaja Haris-
ingh gave us Article 370
in 1927 to save guard
our land, jobs and to
protect the dogra state
history, identity and
demography.

-
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Dimple alleged ear-
lier also the Kashmir
file movie was made to
defame the J&K state
to fulfill the BJP politi-
cal agenda and now this
time also at the time of
election BJP leaders
are promoting this film.

GDC Vijaypur Kick Starts Three Days Intra College Sports Meet Competltlon

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, Feb 23:
GDC Vijaypur organised
three days Intra College
Sports Meet competi-
tion in collaboration
with NSS unit (Khidmat)
of GDC Vijaypur under
the banner of “Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan”
and “Voting Awareness
Campaign” which was
concluded on third day
of the tournament.

The activity was
organised under the
supervision and guid-
ance of Prof. (Dr.) Van-
dana Gupta, Principal of
the college. She deliv-
ered the welcome note.

While addressing the
participants she appre-
ciated and encouraged
for active participation
of all the students with
great enthusiasm in the
various sports events
organised by the sports
committee of the col-
lege.

Intra college sports
competition started with
Chess, Volley ball and
Carom board matches.

In Chess competition
eight teams of men and
four teams of women
participated while there
were six teams each in
carom board tourna-
ment and volley ball
included three teams.

The winners from Men
Carom championship
were Amjad Hussain
and Avijeet Kumar of B.
Sc Semester Il, while
Ranjit Kour and Palak
Panotra of B.A. Semes-
ter Il won in women
carom championship.
The chess competition
was won by Anshitha
Sharma (W) of B.A.
Semester Il and Man-
jeet Singh (M) of B.Com
Semester.

The winners of Volley
ball competition were
the students of Semes-
ter 6 of the college.

The refreshment and
certificates was also
distributed to all the

Note : Captured by GPS Map Camera

Mohd. Wani (PTI) and
co-ordinated by Prof.

participants while the
winners were awarded
with the trophies.

The meet was organ-
ised by Dr. Anoop
Kumar Bhagat (Con-
venor, Nasha Mukhti
Abhiyan), Dr. Manoj
Heer (Convenor, Sports
Committee), Dr. Jan

Ritu Bhagat, Prof.
Poonam Kundan, Prof.
Rakesh Kumar, Prof.
Mazid Malik, Dr. Gun-
jeet Mahiwal (Member,
Nasha Mukhti Abhiyan),
Dr. Tisha Singh and
Gagandeep Singh.
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Veteran singer Suresh Wadkar receives
Lata Mangeshkar Award

He is known for his playback singing in Hindi and Marathi

Veteran playback singer
Suresh Wadkar has been hon-
oured with the Gansamragini
Lata Mangeshkar Award.

Wadkar was felicitated with the
award at an eventin Mumbai on
Thursday. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and
Deputy Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis presented him
with special mementoes.

He also became a recipient of
Padma Shri, the fourth-highest
civilian award in the Republic
of India.

“It feels special to receive
the award under the tenures
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Ram Nath
Kovind. It’s a big thing for me. |
am happy. | have been waiting
for a long time to get this award

Actor Shahid Kapoor reveals

and now | have finally received
it,” Wadkar earlier told agency.

Wadkar is known for his
playback singing in Hindi and
Marathi. He has been enthrall-
ing audiences for over 45 years

now. He has also carved a niche
for himself in devotional music.
‘Sapne Mein Milti Hai’, ‘Pehli
Baar Mohabbat Ki Hai’ and ‘Lagi
Aaj Saawan Ki’ are some of his
popular tracks.

His earliest hit numbers were
‘Sona Kare jhilmil jhilmil’ (film
‘Paheli’), ‘Seene Me Jalan’
(‘Gaman’), which reportedly
caught late legendary singer
Lata Mangeshkar’s attention.
She recommended him to other
top music composers of the day.

On coming a long way in his
journey, Wadkar said, “I feel
blessed on getting opportuni-
ties to work with big makers in
the industry. There’s no bigger
achievement than people’s
love. Luckily, | have been able
to achieve that through my
work. It's every artist's dream
to receive this award. | started
singing at the age of 4 and
till now have sung 30,000 to
40,000 songs.”

&

Weeks after Esha Deol and Bharat
Takhtani announced their separation
after 11 years of marriage, the Dhoom
actor posted a sun-kissed selfie on her
Instagram along with a cryptic mes-
sage.

“No matter how dark it gets the sun

After separation with
Bharat Takhtani, Esha Deol
shares cryptic post

will rise,” Esha captioned her post.

The official statement issued by the
former couple announcing their separa-
tion read, “We have mutually and ami-
cably decided to part ways. Through
this shift in our lives, the best interests
and welfare of our two children is and
will be of utmost importance to us. We
would appreciate that our privacy is
respected throughout. Thank you, Esha
Deol & Bharat Takhtani.”

However, the reason behind their
separation is still unknown.

Esha Deol and Bharat Takhtani got
married in a low-key ceremony on June
29, 2012. Radhya was born to the pair
in 2017 and the couple welcomed their
second daughter, Miraya in 2019.

She made her acting comeback last
year, with the thriller series Rudra: The
Edge of Darkness alongside actor Ajay
Devgn.

She will also be seen in an upcom-
ing series Invisible Woman alongside
veteran actor Suniel Shetty.

Decision to do more live stunts in ‘Crakk’ completely

what made him quit smoking

Actor Shahid Kapoor
has opened up about
his decision to quit
smoking, and it is his
eight-year-old daughter
Misha.

Shahid appeared on
‘No Filter Neha’ season
6, a podcast hosted by
actress Neha Dhupia,
who chats with her
industry friends and
makes interesting con-
versations.

During the audio chat
show, Shahid revealed
about his decision to
quit smoking: “When |
used to smoke, | would
hide from my daughter
and smoke. That is actu-
ally the reason | gave it
up.

One day, while | was
hiding and having my
smoke, | told myself that
| am not going to do this
forever. And that is actu-
ally the day | decided to
quit smoking.”

Shahid married Mira
Rajput in July 2015.
The couple have two
kids—daughter Misha,
and son Zain.

On the work front,
Shahid was last seen in
‘Teri Baaton Mein Aisa

Uljha Jiya’, a science
fiction romantic comedy
co-starring Kriti Sanon.

He next has ‘Deva’ in
the pipeline.

‘No Filter Neha 6’
streams on JioTV and
JioTV+.

Poonam Pandey jokes with paps:

Days after faking
her ‘death’ from cervi-

\

cal cancer and hitting
national headlines,

‘Maine daraya bilkul bhi nahi tha’

controversial actress-
model Poonam Pandey
on Thursday was spot-
ted at the Laxmi Naray-
an Temple in Andheri,
Mumbai.

The visuals show
Poonam wearing an
ethnic yellow kurta,
matching palazzos and
a pink dupatta. She kept
her tresses open and
opted for a no-makeup
look. She was holding a
‘puja thali’ in her hands.

A photographer asked
Poonam: “Aap Kkaisi
hain (How are you)?”, to
which she replied laugh-
ing, “Ek dum first class (|
am all good, first class)!”

The pap then jokingly
said, “Aapne daraa diya
(you had scared us).”

Pandey laughed and
replied: “Aap darr gaye
thay, maine daraya
bilkul bhi nahi tha (You
got scared, but I did not
try to scare you).”

“Main darshan karke
aayi (I am now going in
for darshan),” she con-
cluded and walked into
the temple.

The video then shows
her praying inside the
temple and bowing
down to seek the bless-
ings of the Almighty.

Stung by the wide-
spread criticism of her
‘death stunt’, Pandey
had defended herself,
saying her effort ensured
that the words ‘Cervical
Cancer’ appeared in
500 news headlines on
the same day.

technical, says filmmaker Aditya Datt
W T B
| 11

Director Aditya Datt says he
opted for more live stunts than
visual effects in his latest film
“Crakk” as he wanted to give the
audience “quality over quantity”.

The filmmaker, known for
“Aashiq Banaya Aapne”, “Table
No. 21” and “Commando 3”,
praised leading man and pro-
ducer Vidyut Jammwal for
taking the risk both physically
and financially.

“I would like to explore VFX
more than what | have going
forward. But as far as ‘Crakk’
was concerned, my decision to
do more live stunts was com-
pletely technical. | didn’t want
the audience to come in and
say the concept and everything
was great, but the VFX were so

tacky.
“So, | thought I'll give you
something real, I'll give you

quality over quantity. Plus, |
have support from the actors
who can do that stuff on their
own. But the risk is involved in
(doing live stunts). That's why
other actors don’t do that, but

HEER

then | have an actor (Jammw-
al) who is crazy enough to say
‘Take the real shot and I'll give
it to you'. That's where ‘Crakk’
lies,” Datt told PTI in an inter-
view here.

VFX are a boon to cinema
but are also expensive and
one needs an insane amount
of money which generally Hol-

v
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lywood has.

“We also have it (funds) here
but it's sort of constrained to an
extent where the timelines, craft,
or hiring that kind of people are
concerned. So, we chose to do
a little more real stuff so that we
are not that dependent on VFX,”
he added.

Also starring Arjun Rampal,

Billie Eilish gives

update on her
upcoming album

It's good news for the fans that Billie Eilish’'s much
anticipated third studio album could be just around

the corner.

The TV singer gave an update to her fans on her
upcoming album. She took to Instagram and wrote,
“My album is mastered,” alongside pictures of herself
wearing a ninja mask adorned with stars.

Eilish has yet to release additional information about

the album.

perfect date

Newly-engaged Amy
Jackson is a fan of her
beau Ed Westwick’s
character of Chuck
Bass from the popular
show Gossip Girl, and
described the portrayal
as “extraordinary”. The
actress has heaped
praise on him and said
that she is proud to call
him the English actor
her fiancé.

The 32-year-old
actress, who has
worked with Rajini-
kanth, Akshay Kumar,
Vijay and nawazuddin
siddiqui among many
others, started dating
Westwick in 2022. The
two got engaged in
January.

Talking about love
and how she looks at it,
Amy said, “Love, in my
perspective, embodies
a blend of understand-
ing, respect, and shared
growth.

The genuine connec-
tion and joy that my
partner and | share are
truly special.”

She then went on to
describe what a perfect
date is for her with West-
wick.

“Picture a perfect
date on a sunlit Sunday
afternoon in the tranquil
countryside. It begins
with a delightful pub
lunch, followed by a
leisurely stroll across
the fields with our four-
legged companions.
As the day mellows,
we indulge in a sunset
horse ride, culminating
in a cozy evening watch-

ing a classic black-and-
white movie, all while

Nora Fatehi and Amy Jackson,
“Crakk” follows the journey of a
man named Siddhu (Jammwal)
from the slums of Mumbai to the
world of extreme underground
sports.

Datt said the film, billed as the
first extreme sports action film in
India, will be a grand big-screen
experience for the viewers.

“This is a story we have told
with a lot of passion and love.
Everything you see is a new
attempt at narrating a film.
People are not going to see the
same old, mundane moments,
action or storytelling. This has
been shot and narrated for the
big screen,” he added.

Asked if he would like to create
a “Crakk” franchise, the film-
maker said he hadn’t thought
about a sequel yet. “(I'm) scared
to think so far. But | would love
for the audience to see ‘Crakk’
so that we can make ‘Crakk 2’.”

“Crakk” hits the screens on
February 23. Jammwal has pro-
duced the film via Action Hero
Films.

Amy Jackson’s idea of a picture

3

sipping on vegan milk-
shakes.”
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Modi was speaking at a function here to commemorate the 647th birth anniversary

NEW DELHI, Feb 23 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said India is
moving rapidly on the path of

development by adopting the
messages of Sant Ravidas.
Modi was speaking at a func-
tion here to commemorate the
647th birth anniversary of Sant

Ravidas.

Varanasi is Modi’s parliamen-

tary constituency.

“On the pious occasion of the
birth anniversary of Sant Ravi-
das, | welcome you all to his
birthplace. You have come from
far-off places on this occasion,

of Sant Ravidas.

Haryana CM Khattar presents Rs

1.89 lakh crore state budget for FY25

CHANDIGARH, Feb
23 (Agencies): Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar on Friday
presented the budget
for financial year 2024-
25 with an allocation
of Rs 1.89 lakh crore,
more than 11 per cent
from the previous fiscal.

Khattar, who also
holds the finance portfo-
lio, said, “For 2024-25, |
propose a budget of Rs
1,89,876.61 crore which
is 11.37 per cent more
than Rs 1,70,490.84
crore (revised esti-
mates) of 2023-24.”

It is the fifth budget of
the BJP-JJP govern-
ment.

While presenting the
budget, Khattar said his
government took many

steps for the welfare of
farmers, while adding
that the government
was giving a minimum
support price on 14
crops.

especially my brothers and
sisters from Punjab...Varanasi
seems to have become a mini-
Punjab,” he said.

In his address, the prime min-
ister also hit out at the opposi-
tion ‘INDIA’ bloc, claiming that
its members were exploiting
people in the name of casteism.

“They care for the well-being
of their families, cannot think
about the welfare of Dalits and
tribals,” Modi added.

Earlier, the prime minister
inaugurated a newly installed
statue of Sant Ravidas in Vara-
nasi.

36-year-old Telangana MLA Lasya
Nanditha dies in road accident

The incident occurs at around 5.30 am when the car she was

travelling in hits a metal crash barrier on the Outer Ring
Road resulting in her death

Fi

HYDERABAD, Feb
23 (Agencies): Opposi-
tion BRS MLA G Lasya

Nanditha died in a road
accident at Patancheru
near here on Friday.

The incident occurred
ataround 5.30 am when
the car she was travel-
ling in hit a metal crash
barrier on the Outer
Ring Road resulting in
her death, police said.

The car’s driver suf-
fered injuries in the inci-
dent, they said.

The 36-year-old leg-
islator from Secunder-
abad Cantonment (SC)
was shifted to a hospi-
tal where the doctors
declared her dead on
arrival.

India, Netherlands look at defence, technology sectors

NEW DELHI, Feb 23
(Agencies): India and
Netherlands are keen
to encourage inter-
action between the
defence industries, and
in high-tech sectors of
semi-conductors and
clean energy, said the
Ministry of Defence fol-
lowing a bilateral meet-
ing between Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
and his counterpart
from Netherlands Kajsa
Ollongren today

The semi-conductor
push comes from the
fact that the Dutch
company ASML is a
global leader in making

P
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cutting-edge machines
used in making semi-
conductor chips. Indiais
looking at having its own

Bengal BJP leader arrested for running prostitution
racket amid Sandeshkhali row

In the midst of a blazing row over the allegations of sexual violence against women in Sandeshkhali,

police arrested Bengal BJP leader Sabyasachi Ghosh for allegedly running a prostitution racket.

KOLKATA, Feb 23
(Agencies): West Bengal
BJP leader Sabyasachi
Ghosh was arrested
on Friday for allegedly
running a prostitution
racket in Howrah. This
comes against the back-
drop of the BJP going
hammer-and-tongs
after the ruling Trin-
amool Congress over
Sandeshkhali, where
several women have
accused TMC strong-
man Sheikh Shahjahan
and his aides of sexual
exploitation.

Stepping up the attack
on the BJP, the TMC
alleged that Bengal
Police busted a pros-
titution racket that was
operating in Sabya-
sachi Ghosh’s hotel in
Howrah. The Mamata
Banerjee-led party

accused the BJP of
“protecting pimps” and
not women.

In a post on its official
X handle, the TMC said,
“@BJP4Bengal leader
Sabyasachi Ghosh
caught running a PROS-
TITUTION RACKET
of MINOR GIRLS in
his hotel in Howrah'’s
Sankrail. The Police
arrested 11 accused
& rescued 6 victims
from the spot. THIS IS
BJP. They don’t protect
BETIS, they protect
PIMPS!”

The development
came as a delegation
of BJP women activ-
ists, looking to further
pressure the state gov-
ernment over the Sand-
eshkhali issue, was pre-
vented from visiting the
restive region earlier in

the day.

The BJP team, led by
MP Locket Chatterjee
and MLA Agnimitra Paul,
were stopped by the
police, citing prohibitory
orders. “We were denied
entry to Sandeshkhali by
the police citing prohibi-
tory orders. The state
government is trying
to hide the truth,” Paul
claimed.

A National Human

Rights Commission
team is also in Sand-
eshkhali today to ascer-
tain facts by an on-spot
inquiry into allegations
of violation of human
rights there.

Multiple women in
Sandeshkhali had raised
allegations of systemic
sexual exploitation and
land grabbing against
several leaders belong-
ing to the ruling Trin-

amool Congress (TMC).
The women alleged that
Sheikh Shahjahan, a
member of the local Zila
Parishad, is the prime
culprit.

The women came
out with the allegations
against the TMC lead-
ers after Sheikh Shah-
jahan went into hiding.
A team of the Enforce-
ment Directorate which
was on its way to Shah-
jahan’s house in Sand-
eshkhali was attacked
in January, and he has
been absconding since
then.

Two of his close aides -
Shibaprasad Hazra and
Uttam Sardar -- who are
also TMC leaders, were
arrested after police filed
a case based on com-
plaints by women in the
area.
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chip making process for
the military, civilian, and
space sectors.

The Ministry of

Defence said the minis-
ters discussed the pos-
sibilities for expanding
their bilateral defence
cooperation, particularly
in maritime and indus-
trial domains.

“They noted the
increased interaction
between the two Navies
and expressed keen-
ness to work together
to enhance maritime
security in the Indian
Ocean region,” the min-
istry said.

Rajnath Singh sug-
gested that the Dutch
original equipment
manufacturers could be

encouraged to integrate
Indian vendors into their
supply chains. India has
developed a vibrant
innovation and industri-
al ecosystem given the
Indian and Dutch com-
plementarities in skills,
technology, and scale.

Kajsa Ollongren later
attended the Raisina
Dialogue in New Delhi
where she spoke on the
use of unconventional
technology in future
wars and how protecting
under communication
cables and gas pipe-
lines had been achieved
in Europe.

Centre planning to arrest Arvind
Kejriwal through CBI, alleges
AAP leader Gopal Rai

NEW DELHI, Feb 23
(Agencies): Delhi minis-
ter Gopal Rai on Friday
lashed out at the BJP
and alleged that the
Centre had been plan-
ning to arrest AAP con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal
by serving him a notice
through the CBI.

Addressing a press
conference here, Rai
alleged that the CBI had
been preparing a notice
under CrPC 41A (notice
of appearance before
police officer) for Kejri-
wal.

“The BJP has been
frustrated ever since
the opposition formed
the INDIA bloc. The
BJP-led central govern-
ment has been planning
to arrest Arvind Kejriwal
by serving him a notice
through the CBI. We got
to know that a notice is
being prepared under

A .

CrPC 41A and thereaf-

ter, they plan to arrest
him,” he alleged.

“Since all the notices
by the ED to Kejriwal
failed, they now plan to
misuse the CBI,” he fur-
ther alleged.

Rai claimed that
despite raids by the cen-
tral agencies at various
places linked to AAP
leaders, no evidence
of corruption was found
against them.

“These agencies

. -

raided our leaders’ resi-
dences and offices and
several other places
linked to them but they
never found a spec of
evidence of corrup-
tion again us. AAP was
never scared of the
BJP and their agencies’
threats and we won'’t be
scared in the future too,”
Rai claimed.

“AAP will fight the elec-
tions as a part of the
INDIA bloc and no one
can stop us,” he added.

Heroin worth Rs 350
crore seized from

7 students injured as
school bus veers off

Former Maharashtra chief minister
Manohar Joshi passes away

road, crashes
in Himachal Pradesh
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SHIMLA, Feb 23 (Agencies): A private school bus
veered off the road and plunged around 50 metres
downhill in Ghiyagi in Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu dis-
trict on Friday morning. Initial reports indicate that
seven children sustained injuries in the accident.

The bus, belonging to MPS School of Banjar, was
en route to the school with students onboard when
the driver lost control, resulting in the vehicle falling
off the edge of the road.

Emergency services were dispatched to the scene,
and the injured children were quickly transported to
Banjar Hospital for medical treatment.

Further details are awaited

MUMBAI, Feb 23
(Agencies): Former Lok
Sabha Speaker Mano-
har Joshi passed away
at a Mumbai hospital on
Friday, where he was
admitted after suffering
a cardiac arrest.

Joshi (86) was admit-
ted to Hinduja Hospital
in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) on February
21 and passed away
early on Friday, the
private medical facility
said.

Joshi Sir, as he was
popularly known, was
the first chief minister of
the undivided Shiv Sena
and held the post from
1995-1999.

He was admitted to the
hospital in May last year
after suffering a brain
haemorrhage.

He was also elected
as a member of Parlia-

ment and was the Lok
Sabha Speaker from
2002 to 2004 when the
Vajpayee government
was in power.

Born on December 2,
1937 in coastal Konkan
region of Maharash-
tra, Joshi obtained his
Bachelor’s degree in
Civil Engineering from
the prestigious Veerma-
ta Jijabai Technological
Institute in Mumbai.

His political career

began with his involve-
ment in the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
and he later became
a member of the Shiv
Sena. In the 1980s,
Joshi emerged as a key
leader within the Shiv
Sena, and was known
for his organisational
skills.

He was the Lok Sabha
Speaker from 2002 to
2004 when the Vajpay-
ee government was in

power.

The former Union
minister was married to
Anagha Joshi, who died
in 2020 at the age of 75.
He is survived by a son
and two daughters.

Joshi began his
career as a teacher and
entered politics in 1967.
He was associated with
the Shiv Sena for more
than four decades.

Condoling Joshi’s
demise, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari, who was
a member of the Maha-
rashtra ministry when
the former was the CM,
said the state had lost
a “cultured face” of poli-
tics.

Joshi’s family said his
last rites would be per-
formed at Shivaji Park
crematorium in Dadar
area.

fishing boat in Gujarat’s

Gir Somnath

VERAVAL, Feb 23 (Agencies): The Guijarat police
have seized heroin worth Rs 350 crore from a fish-
ing boat near Veraval harbour in Gir Somnath district
and arrested nine crew members, an official said on
Friday.

A large quantity of the psychotropic drug was recov-
ered during a raid late on Thursday night, the official
said.

“Based on a tip-off, our teams raided a fishing boat
when it arrived near Veraval harbour. We recovered
50 kg of heroin, and its origin is being probed. Nine
crew members on board the Veraval-registered boat
were arrested,” Superintendent of Police Manoharsinh
Jadeja said.

Taking to X, Gujarat Minister of State for Home Harsh
Sanghavi said the seized contraband was worth Rs
350 crore (Rs 7 crore per kg) in the international
market.

“Another big success in our campaign against drugs.
Gujarat Police seized 50 kg of heroin, kept in sealed
packets, worth Rs 350 crore at Nalia Goli coast of
Veraval harbour. Nine accused, including three main
accused, have been nabbed by the police,” Sanghavi
said in his post.

The minister also congratulated the Gir Somnath
police for their successful operation against the drug
trade.
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4 Dead, 19 Missing After Massive Fire In
Spain Apartment

Television footage showed the entire facade of the building ablaze as burning segments

fell to the pavement below and small explosions were heard inside.

VALENCIA, Feb 23 (Agen-
cies): At least four people were
killed in a fire that engulfed an
apartment building in Valencia
in eastern Spain, local authori-
ties said on Friday, while at
least 19 people remained miss-
ing.

Television footage showed
the entire facade of the building
ablaze as burning segments
fell to the pavement below and
small explosions were heard
inside.

Local media reported several
residents calling for help from
the balconies of their apart-
ments.

The fire began on the fourth
floor of the building in an afflu-

ent neighbourhood of Spain’s
third-largest city and spread to
other apartments, emergency
services said on X.

Ana Mari Gonzalez, who works
in a nearby clinic, told state

broadcaster TVE she could see
firefighters working to rescue
a teenage boy trapped on the
building’s first floor.

Sixteen firefighting units and
five ambulances were deployed

at the scene, according to local
emergency services. Rescue
teams said 19 people were
missing.

The deputy head of emergency
services in the Valencia region,
Jorge Suarez, told reporters that
four people had been confirmed
dead in the blaze, adding that
the building’s characteristics
did not allow to extinguish the
flames inside, with firefighters
first attempting to cool down the
facade.

Suarez said that there did
not appear to be a risk of the
structure collapsing for now, but
firefighters were nonetheless
operating from the outside due
to security criteria.

Over 100 cars pile-up on icy China highway, several injured

BEIJING, Feb 23 (Agencies):
Several people were injured
after more than 100 cars col-
lided into each other on an icy
stretch of an expressway in
the Chinese city of Suzhou,
state media reported on Friday,
the latest accident caused by
extreme weather conditions.

Dramatic footage from state
television CCTV and social
media showed numerous cars
clumped together haphazardly
on the highway with one jack-
knifed at a severe angle in the

“Extremely Concerning”: Elon Musk On
Google’s Gemini AI Image Generator

air. Glass and debris could be
seen scattered everywhere.

Three people were injured and
hospitalised, while six suffered
minor scratches, Suzhou Indus-
trial Park traffic police reported
on its WeChat social media
account.

Road traffic has been restored
and the cause of the accident
is being investigated, the police
said.

Over the past few weeks, large
parts of China have been hit by
cold waves, blizzards and icy

rain, impacting transport at a
time millions of people are rush-
ing home for the Lunar New
Year holiday celebrations.
During this week, the gov-
ernment raised its emergency
response for freezing tempera-
tures and also started several
plans for transportation flow,
supplies and electricity in prov-
inces and cities including Bei-
jing, Hebei, Shanxi, Anhui and
Hubei, Xinhua news reported.
The China Meteorological
Administration maintained a
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heightened warning for freezmg
and low temperatures in several
central and southern areas.
According to weather warn-
ing data on VariFlight, 34 of the
more than 260 airports in the
country have issued fog and
snow warnings, CCTV reported.
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Double Murder, Missing TV
Host, Killer Cop In Sensational
Australia Crime

SYDNEY, Feb 23
(Agencies): Austra-
lian police on Friday
charged one of their
own officers with the
double murder of a TV
presenter and his flight
attendant boyfriend,
whose bodies have yet
to be found.

Detective Superinten-
dent Danny Doherty
said a 28-year-old serv-
ing police constable
was charged with two
counts of murder, after
a high-profile three-day
search across Sydney.

Earlier this week, the
chance discovery of
bloodied clothes in a
suburban rubbish bin
led detectives to the
home of former red
carpet host and enter-
tainment journalist
Jesse Baird, 26.

On searching Baird’s
inner-city flat, detectives
said they found “a large
amount of blood” and
held “grave concerns”
for both him and his
boyfriend, Qantas flight

attendant Luke Davies,
29.

The pair are presumed
dead.

A projectile found at
the apartment matched
that of a police-issue
firearm.

The weapon has since
been found inside a
police station safe.

The accused officer
was said to have beenin
a relationship with Baird
until recently, when it
ended badly.

Baird had been a pre-
senter on Australia’s
Network Ten.

On Friday the offi-
cer turned himself in
to Bondi Police Sta-
tion, near the country’s
famed beach.

Footage of the arrest
shows him handcuffed
and escorted into the
building wearing a dark
baseball cap and sneak-
ers.

He remains in custody
and police will oppose
granting bail.

Australian media

reported that the sus-
pect had been a celeb-
rity chaser and blog-
ger before joining the
police force, and had
been photographed
with Taylor Swift, Miley
Cyrus, Lady Gaga, Ben
Stiller and scores of
others.

He was previously
investigated over the
aggressive tasering
of an Aboriginal man
in 2020, after video of
the incident emerged
online.

News reports from
2014 indicate that he
came out publicly as
gay by throwing a letter
onstage at a Lady Gaga
concert, which the star
read out to a crowd that
included his sister.

“Charges have been
submitted for two counts
of murder,” said Doherty,
adding that the police
focus was now on locat-
ing the bodies of the two
missing men.

Police allege the
remains of the two men
were transported in a
white van and disposed
of.

Forensic examinations
of the van are ongoing.

“It's really important
that we do locate the
bodies, not only for
the cause of death but
also for answers for the
family who are grieving,”
said Doherty.

Private US company makes history by landing

WASHINGTON, Feb 23 (Agencies):
Tesla CEO Elon Musk has recently
taken a swipe at Google’s Gemini Al,
the tech giant’s latest image generation
model, following reports of inaccura-
cies in depicting historical figures.

Google introduced Gemini Al models
forimage generation earlier this month,
competing with OpenAl’'s ChatGPT.
Since the launch, users have flagged
instances where the Gemini Al model
returned historical images with inac-
curacies.

Elon Musk joined the conversation on
Friday, responding to a user’s post on
X, formerly Twitter. In the post, Gemini
generated an image of what was sup-
posed to be George Washington as a
black man.

Mr Musk highlighted the issue, stat-
ing, “The problem is not just Google
Gemini, it's Google search too.”

The tech billionaire added that the
problem is “extremely concerning.”

This comment came in the wake of
the tool showing images with genders
and ethnicities that don’t match histori-
cal accuracy. For instance, it displays
World War Il soldiers and America’s
founding fathers as women with diverse
ethnic backgrounds, which is not how it
happened in reality.

[ J .

Earlier, Mr Musk labelled the Gem|n|
Al chatbot as “racist” and “anti-civili-
sational.”

He wrote on Thursday, “I'm glad that
Google overplayed their hand with their
Al image generation, as it made their
insane racist, anti-civilizational pro-
gramming clear to all.”

Mr Musk also criticised Gemini’s prod-
uct lead, Jack Krawczyk, stating, “I'm
not picking on some rando. This nut
is a big part of why Google’s Al is so
racist & sexist.”

Now, Google has declared a tempo-
rary suspension of the feature, with
plans to reintroduce an enhanced ver-
sion soon.

The Gemini Al, initially launched as
Bard, underwent a rebranding earlier
this month, accompanied by the intro-
duction of paid subscription plans offer-
ing improved reasoning capabilities.

WASHINGTON, Feb 23
(Agencies): A private American
company has scripted history
by landing the first commercial
spacecraft on the moon as well
as the first US vehicle on the
earth’s only natural satellite in
more than 50 years, joining ear-
lier feats by India, Russia, the
US and China.

Built by Intuitive Machines, the
lander -- named Odysseus --
touched down on the moon at
around 6.23 pm ET on Thurs-
day, making it the first American
spacecraft on the moon since
the Apollo 17 mission in 1972.

“Today, for the first time in half a
century, America has returned to
the moon,” Bill Nelson, National
Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) Administrator
said after Intuitive Machines,
a Houston-based company,
landed its Odysseus robot near
the lunar south pole.

The lander carries a bounty
of NASA scientific instruments,
“and bearing the dream of a new
adventure in science, innova-

tion and American leadership in
space, well, all of that aced the
landing of the lifetime,” Nelson
said.

“What we can confirm, without
a doubt, is our equipment is on
the surface of the moon, and we
are transmitting,” Flight Direc-
tor and Chief Technology Offi-
cer Tim Crain announced amidst
cheers among his colleagues
and others across the coun-

try as there were some tense
moments before the landing on
the moon.

As the spacecraft made its
final descent, mission control-
lers lost contact with it, as was
expected to occur, NBC News
reported.

“After troubleshooting commu-
nications, flight controllers have
confirmed Odysseus is upright
and starting to send data. Right

first commercial spacecraft on moon

now, we are working to downlink
the first images from the lunar
surface,” Intuitive Machines
said, announcing the historic
feat.

“I know this was a nail-biter,
but we are on the surface, and
we are transmitting. Welcome
to the moon,” Intuitive Machines
Chief Executive Officer Ste-
phen Altemus said during the
livestream.

The lander will have seven
days before darkness descends
on the landing site, preventing
the spacecraft’'s solar panels
from gathering energy from sun-
light and bringing freezing tem-
peratures, ABC News reported.

In August last year, India made
history as its moon mission
Chandrayaan-3 became the first
to land in the uncharted south
pole of the earth’s only natural
satellite and became the fourth
country to master the technol-
ogy of soft-landing on the Moon,
propelling it into an elite group
of nations.

Pakistan to seek $6 billion in new

UK and EU agree to cooperate on tackling illegal
immigration as post-Brexit relatlons thaw further

LONDON, Feb 23
(Agencies): Britain and
its former partners in the
European Union have
struck a deal to coop-
erate more on tackling
illegal migration, in the
latest sign of a thawing
in relations between
the two sides following
Brexit.

The British govern-
ment said in a statement
Friday that UK border
agencies and Frontex,
the EU’s border and
coast guard agency,
will be able to access
each other’s intelligence
to secure borders and
tackle organized immi-
gration crime. There
will also be joint train-
ing, deployments of
staff from one side to
the other, and collabo-
ration on research and
development on new
technologies.

The agreement, which

will be signed later in
London, doesn’tinclude
any bilateral returns
agreement, which
means neither side will
be obliged to to take
any asylum-seekers
under burden-sharing
arrangements agreed
on between the EU’s 27
member states.

“Organized immigra-
tion crime and people
smuggling are global
challenges that require
shared solutions and
ambitions,” UK Home
Secretary James Clev-
erly said.

“Our landmark working
arrangement between
the UK and Frontex is
another crucial step in
tackling illegal migra-
tion, securing our bor-
ders and stopping the
boats,” he added.

Relations between the
two sides on an array of
issues has been improv-

ing in the past few

months, having been
severely tested during
the drawn-out divorce
negotiations that fol-
lowed Britain’s 2016
vote to leave the EU.

The split became final
in early 2021 with the
agreement of a bare-
bones trade and coop-
eration deal, but rela-
tions grew even more
testy under strongly pro-
Brexit UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

Rishi Sunak, the cur-
rent prime minister who
took the helm in Octo-
ber 2022, has quietly
worked to improve the
United Kingdom’s rela-
tionship with its Euro-
pean neighbors, though
trade friction and deep-
rooted mistrust still
linger. Last year, for
example, he agreed
that Britain would rejoin
the EU’s $100 billion sci-
ence-sharing program
Horizon Europe.

Sunak has made cut-
ting illegal immigration
one of the main pillars
of his leadership. More
than 29,000 people
arrived in the UK in small
boats in 2023, having
made the often treach-
erous journey across the
English Channel.

Though that was down
from nearly 46,000 the
year before, Sunak has
promised to “stop the
boats,” leaving him open
to charges that he has
failed to achieve one
of his main objectives
before a general elec-
tion this year, the date
of which he will decide.

Opinion polls show that
Sunak’s Conservatives
are trailing far behind the
main opposition Labour
Party, and losing sup-
port to a new hard-right
political party, which is
focusing on immigration.

IMF loan program° Report

ISLAMABAD, Feb 23 (Agencies):
Pakistan plans to seek a new loan of
at least $6 billion from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to help the
incoming government repay billions in
debt due this year, agency reported,
citing a Pakistani official.

The country will seek to negotiate an
Extended Fund Facility with the IMF, the
report said, adding that the talks with
the global lender were expected to start
in March or April.

Pakistan averted default last summer
thanks to a short-term International
Monetary Fund bailout, but the pro-
gramme expires next month and a

new government will have to negotiate
a long-term arrangement to keep the
$350 billion economy stable.

Ahead of the bailout, the South Asian
nation had to undertake a slew of mea-
sures demanded by the IMF, including
revising its budget, a hike in its bench-
mark interest rate, and increases in
electricity and natural gas prices.

The IMF staff continues a dialogue
with authorities on needed longer-term
reform efforts, a spokesperson for the
fund said, adding that the fund is avail-
able, if requested, to support the post-
election government through a new
arrangement to address Pakistan’s
ongoing challenges.

Pakistan’s vulnerable external posi-
tion means that securing financing from
multilateral and bilateral partners will be
one of the most urgent issues facing
the next government, ratings agency
Fitch said.

“A new deal is key to the country’s
credit profile, and we assume one will
be achieved within a few months, but
an extended negotiation or failure to
secure it would increase external liquid-
ity stress and raise the probability of
default,” it said.
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BLSKS Celehrates 647th Birth
nnnwersarv ot Guru Ilavulas

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: To
celebrates the 647th
birth anniversary of
Guru Ravidas Ji & to
promote the traditional
culture of J&K, Bhar-
tiya Lok Sangeet Kala
Sansthan in close
coordination, Sangam
Tru Art Production
presented 405th
Friday series dogri
musical play “Katoti
Main Ganga” which
was based on the life
of Guru Ravidas Ji
at open air theatre,
Durga Bhawan Janipur
Jammu.

The Mega Musical
play was written , pro-
duced and directed by
Dr.M.L.Dogra former
Regional Director
,Song and Drama Divi-
sion Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing ,Government of
India and music was
assisted by Raju
Bajgal, Music Instruc-
tor.

The program was
inaugurated by Chief
Guest Dr. Anju Kumari
Dogra, Health Depart-
ment J&K Government.
V.K.Magotra, Former
Regional Director,
Directorate of Field
Publicity, Government
of India, Dr. Tara Singh
Charak, Former Deputy
Director , Health
Department J&K Gov-
ernment, Sh.J.K.Raina,
Producer Director Jk
Films, Mukesh Singh,
Media Person J&K
were the Guest of
Honor. The program
was commenced
with Song “ Hari Migi
Paduka Banai Liya oh
", “Tum chandan hum
Pani”, , “ Prabhu more

avgun chit na thare” ,

“Ganga par Kari De
Ganga Mayi”, sung by
the artistes & students
of BLSKS.

The musical play
was highly appreciated
by the general public
and the chief guest
lauded the efforts
of the organizers in
making such aware-
ness programmes col-
orful and effective and
highlighted history of
Guru Ravi Das and his
teachings.

Dr.Anju Dogra |,
wished all the coun-
trymen a very happy
Ravidas Jayanti and
asked people to follow
the great saint’s ideals.
She wrote “Best wishes
to all countrymen on
the auspicious occa-
sion of Shri Guru Ravi-
das Jayanti. Guru Ravi-
das ji emphasized the
values of social equal-
ity, unity, morality and
working diligently. Let
us follow their teach-
ings and move forward
united to build a soci-
ety and country based
on equality, unity and
justice.”

In addition to the
above program the art-
ists of BLSKS also pre-
sented songs which

was recorded and
uploaded online on
social media for ben-
efit of General Public.

Earlier wel-
come address of
Dr.M.L.Dogra, Chair-
man, Bhartiya Lok
Sangeet Kala Sans-
than, appreciate the
great efforts of the
Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi today
addressed the 647th
Birth Anniversary of
Sant Guru Ravidas in
Varanasi. At the Sant
Guru Ravidas Jan-
masthali temple at
Seer Govardhanpur
near BHU, the Prime
Minister inaugurated
the newly installed
statue of Sant Ravidas
in adjoining Ravidas
Park & Dr. Dogra high-
lighted the teaching
of Guru Ravi Dass ,
also known as Raidas,
Rohidas and Ruhidas,
was a famous saint of
the Bhakti Movement.
He was a famous poet,
saint, who played a
prominent role in the
Bhakti movement.

He was also the
founder of the Ravidas-
sia religion. This year,
February 24th ,2024,
will mark the birth anni-
versary of Guru Ravi-

das. Ravidas Jayanti is
dominantly celebrated
in the northern part of
the country. It is widely
celebrated in Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh,
and Haryana. This day
observed on the aus-
picious day of Magh
Purnima.

On this day, the devo-
tees take a dip in the
river Ganga and they
chant the Amritbani of
Guru Ravidas Ji, and
a special aarti is also
performed on this day.
To mark his birthday,
processions carrying
his portrait take place
in the streets. Large
processions bearing
Guru’s portraits are
carried out on streets,
Sikh scriptures are
recited in temples
dedicated to the Guru
and devotees take a
dip in the holy rivers
to perform rites. The
prime feature of the
festival is the Nagar
Kirtan. People dress
up as Guru Ravidas
and his supporters
to mark the celebra-
tions. Dr.M.L.Dogra
also highlighted the
day of his birth anni-
versary, tableaux and
Shobha-yatras of Saint
Ravidas are taken out.

In the temples of Sant
Ravidas Ji, devotees’
worship and take a
pledge to follow the
path given by them. On
this day treasuries are
also organized in many
temples.

Guru Ravidas ji’s birth
anniversary is also cel-
ebrated in rural areas
with great pomp and
show. In many villag-
es, villagers organize
a program on the birth
anniversary of Guru
Ravidas and pledge to
implement the teach-
ings of Ravidas Ji.
Many programs related
to Guru Ravidas ji are
offered and his glory is
praised.

Sh.Sanjeev Kumar,
Secty BLSKS said
peoples organize
Nagar kirtans and they
take the processions . It
is celebrated on the full
moon day of the month
of Magh according to
the Hindu calendar .It
is the most important
day for the followers of
the Ravidassia religion.

The singers, musi-
cian, actors and stu-
dents of music and
computer institute
who participated in the
musical concert were
Bodh Raj Babaji, Raju
Bajgal, Zulekha Bano,
Kranti Kant Joshi,
Mahesh Chander
Kotwal, Rajni Gupta,
Sanjeev Kumar Sodhi,
Chahat Chadha, Rahul
Kumar, Bindia Okheda,
Naiya Meenia, Rajeev
Salotra, many others
presented enthralled
performances. At last of
the programe Deepak
Kumar presented vote
of thanks for success-
ful conduction of the
program.

-7 Industrial Estates, 2000 start-ups, 30000 jobs
spark optimism: Raman Suri

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: Hail-
ing the Administrative
Council (AC) of Jammu
and Kashmir Union Ter-
ritory (UT), which under
the chairmanship of Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, accorded admin-
istrative approval for the
development of seven
new Industrial Estates
and two thousand new
start-ups, which are sure
to generate about thirty-
thousand jobs in the
next few years, Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP)
J&K Executive Member
Raman Suri said that this
massive investment and
development is a testi-
mony to J&K’s economic
renaissance, which has
been unleashed by our
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi since past ten
years.

Raman Suri said that
all the previous govern-
ments in J&K includ-
ing those of Congress,
National Conference
(NC) or People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) kept
the youngsters away
from such start-ups,
which would have given
wings to their talent and
expertise in various

fields. Leaders of these
parties also ensured that
the industrial sector in
J&K remained on venti-
lator with no new invest-
ments coming from other
states or countries. The
abrogation of Article
370, coupled with infra-
structural development
and liberal funding, has
strengthened the hopes
and confidence of inves-
tors, which is why new
industrial estates have
started coming up here.

The BJP leader said,
the new industrial estates
spread over 5290 kanals
of land and to be set up
at a cost of Rs 304.51
crores besides the 2000
new Start-ups, for which
a venture capital fund of
Rs. 250 crores has been
set aside, will reverse
the brain-drain, and also
encourage our youth to
unleash their full potential
in the UT itself. There still
exist some leaders who
are blind to this mas-
sive development and
are continuing to exploit
youngsters for their
vested interests. They
must look at the startups
and economic growth,
which our UT is witness-
ing since the abrogation
of Article 370.

Raman Suri said that
the adage “Rome was not
built in a day” goes well
with the removal of the
controversial Article 370,
adding that J&K needs
more time to cleanse
corruption and nepotism
from the system that
have marred the careers
of many. On the other
hand, massive develop-
ment that is taking place
in the shape of smart
cities or development of
new industrial policies
are going to change the
fate of Jammu and Kash-
mir. Tourism is already on
the rise and the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
has also ensured that
the world witnesses
how Kashmir will be
developed in the coming
years.

In Jammu, massive
development works are
already going on and
in the coming days, the
region will prove to be
the most sought-after
destination for busi-
ness and travel for the
people from states like
Punjab, Haryana, and
Himachal Pradesh, as
well as from the rest of
India and the world. He
added that 7 new Indus-

trial Estates located at
Banderpora Budgam,
Sempora Medic-
ity, Srinagar, Bhagth-
ali, Kathua, Karandi,
Samba, Trenz, Shop-
ian, Hariparigam Tral
Pulwama and Khunmoh,
Pantha Chowk Srinagar
would attract invest-
ments worth crores of
rupees, which in turn
will generate enough
employment. He urged
the youth to have faith in
the dynamic leadership
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, who has a
special place in his heart
for Jammu and Kashmir.

Only NC capable of fulfilling aspirations
of all sections of society: Sunil Verma

Constitutes Lower Malhar Panchayat Committee

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Feb
23: Sunil Verma, Dis-
trict President of J&K
National Conference
(NC), along with Ch
Abdul Rashid, District
Secretary JKNC, and
Ch Irshad Ali, Block
Secretary JKNC ST
Cell Udhampur, visited
the Lower Malhar Pan-
chayat.

The senior NC lead-
ers interacted with the
local community and
discussed their issues
being faced by them.

The meeting was
organized by the local
leader of the NC Pan-
chayat Malhar, where
residents voiced sev-
eral issues faced by the
people in the absence
of basic amenities.
Sunil Verma assured
them that their concerns
would be taken up with
the relevant authorities
for early redressal.

In an effort to tackle

a specific issue, Sunil

Verma immediately
contacted the Super-
intendent Engineer
of the Public Works
Department (PWD)
and highlighted the
urgent need to con-
struct a road from Phat
Ladhyala to Malunghat
Bain Ward No 4, near
Gulam Rasool’s house
in Lower Malad.

While interacting with
the residents of Lower
Malhar Panchayat, Sunil
Verma emphasized the
Party’s commitment to
equitable development
by fulfilling the aspira-
tions of all sections of
society. He stressed
that only National Con-
ference has the vision
and policies to bring
about inclusive and
sustainable growth that
benefits everyone.

As part of his visit, the
District President also
announced the consti-
tution of the Panchayat
Committee. The nomi-

nated members include
Ch Gulam Rasool as
President, Farooq Mohd
as Secretary, Janait Al
and Latif Mohd as Vice
Presidents, Fareed
Mohd as Joint Sec-
retary, and Naith Ali,
Abdul Kareem Kasana,
Hazi Moosa, Mushtaq
Bakkerwal, and Gaffor
Mohd as Members of
the Panchayat Commit-
tee.

Recognizing the
importance of a strong
political foundation, he
encouraged the newly
nominated members to
actively engage with the
local community, under-
stand their needs, and
effectively communi-
cate the party’s ideolo-
gies and initiatives. By
fostering a strong and
loyal support base, he
aimed to ensure the
continued progress and
success of the National
Conference in serving
the interests and aspi-
rations of all sections of

Admission Awareness Campaign
orgamzed at GHSS Sarore
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Under the guidance
of Principal Er. Arun
Bangotra Principal
Govt. Polytechnic Col-
lege Jammu and Er.
Manjeet Singh H.O.D
Electrical Engineering
Department , Er. Vicky
Sharma Faculty Electri-
cal Engineering Depart-

o

ment visited GHSS
Sarore and aware the
students regarding
courses/Scholarships
offered in Govt Poly-
technic College Jammu
and also collected data
of students of Higher
Secondary Schools.
Further, motivated
the students for taking
admission in technical
course offered in Gov-

ernment Polytechnics to
improve their skill and
employability.

During the Awareness
Campaign Rajni Abrol
Principal GHSS Sarore
and other Staff mem-
bers of the School were
also Present.

Rajni Abrol Principal
GHSS also appreciated
the Awareness Cam-

paign

Mission Vatsalya; One-Day Sensitisation, Training Programme on
implementation of Juvenile Act 2015 held at Womens College Anantnag

Top News Report nag

ANANTNAG, Feb 23: A one day
Sensitisation/ Training programme on
‘Implementation of Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection) Act 2015 and Mis-
sion Vatsalya Scheme’ was Thursday
held at Govt.Degree College Women'’s,

Anantnag.

The programme was organized by
the Department of Social Welfare in
collaboration with DLSA & Women’s
Degree, mission vatsalya witnessed
the participation of an important target
group viz. Anganwadi Workers (Front
line workers) of Mission Poshan Anant-

, functionaries of Child line and
other field functionaries’ of the Social

participants. Among them,Secretary
District Legal Services Authority

Welfare Department.

jurisdiction.

Social Welfare Officer

ment level.

The target group were sensitized that
they are very crucial to uphold child
rights vis-a-vis development in their

Speaking on the occasion, District
Anantnag
Muzaffar Ahmad Malik explained the
importance of the programme and gave
a detailed description of the topic and
its working mechanism at the govern-

The speakers shared their expertise
and professional knowledge with the

(DLSA) Tabassum Qadir discussed and
explained that if any Frontline worker
needs to share details of a child who
seems to be in need of any welfare
schemes, for that purpose the con-
cerned worker can directly contact the
Child Welfare Committee members
through various means viz. Child line
number (1098), Social Media Sites or
through phone calls.

She well explained the role of the
Child Welfare Committee and Children
in need of Care and Protection.

She further shared some immedi-

children.

ate counseling skills which need to be
used at the ground level by the front-
line workers for the benefit of such

District Mobile Magistrate Anantnag
Sarfraz Nawaz , explained Role and
responsibilities of Juvenile Justice
Board regarding Child in Conflict with
law. He added the importance of incor-
poration of new skills and exploring the
participatory nature of these Children
for incorporating them in the main-
stream society, and urged the target
audience to take an active role in this
regard for the welfare of the societies
in general and child in particular.

FROM PAGE 1

Kashmir BSF Jawan Dies

“Soon after a rescue operation was

launched at the site which ended with

the recovery of the body of the drowned
trooper this morning. The mortal remains of
Reyaz are arriving today in his hometown
for last rites,” officials said.

LG Manoj Sinha
inaugurates new girls
hostel at NIT Srinagar

Commissioner Srinagar and faculty mem-
bers of NIT Srinagar were present.

High Court Closes Iitija
Javed's Passport Case

challenging the same and also regis-
tered objection to the validity period of the
passport which was for two years (till April
2025), whereas passports generally have
a ten-year validity period.

lltija’s counsel, Senior Advocate Jahangir
Igbal, had argued during a court hearing
in July 2023 that the decision to impose
conditions while issuing lltija’s passport
was an arbitrary restriction that violated her
right to travel abroad, which is guaranteed

under the Constitution of India.

Months later, in August 2023, lltija was
issued a normal passport with a ten-year
validity (normal validity period). In view
of this development, the Court has now
closed her plea. None appeared on behalf
of lltija Javed on February 16, when the
order closing her case was passed. DSGI
TM Shamsi and Deputy Advocate General
Syed Musaib represented the respondent-

authorities.( Bar and Bench). perature

Generally dry weather
to prevail in JaK till Feh

26

region had minus 18.6, Kargil minus
22.2 and Drass minus 25 as the minimum
temperature. Jammu city had 6, Katra 5.6,
Batote 0.2, Bhaderwah minus 2.4 and
Banihal minus 1.6 as the minimum tem-
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Tony slams incumhbent Government for
neglecting dying industrial sector

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Taranjit Singh Tony,
General Secretary of
J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee and DDC
Member Suchetgarh,
vehemently criticized
the incumbent govern-
ment for its lackadaisi-
cal approach towards
the deteriorating state
of the industrial sector
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The industrial sector,
he asserted, is on the
brink of closure as a
result of misguided
industrial policies imple-
mented by both the
Central and UT govern-
ments.

In a statement issued
here today, the senior
Congress leader
emphasized that the
industrious sons and

250 students of Hiranaga zone

daughters of the soil
who have dedicated
themselves to running
businesses in Jammu

and Kashmir have
played a significant role
in generating employ-
ment opportunities for
the local youth.

The industrial sector
has provided liveli-
hoods for countless indi-
viduals, offering jobs to

lakhs of young people
within the region.

However, Tony
expressed deep disap-
pointment that the pres-
ent government has
failed miserably in creat-
ing adequate job oppor-
tunities for the highly
educated unemployed
youth. He emphasized
that instead of focusing
on the establishment of
new industrial estates,
it is imperative for the
government to redirect
its attention and extend
support and strengthen
the existing industrial
units within Jammu and
Kashmir.

“By prioritizing the
survival and growth of
the existing industrial
units, the government
can effectively tackle
the mounting crisis and
strive towards sustain-

embark on educational tour

Top News Report

KATHUA, Feb 23: A
group of 250 students
drawn from GHSS
Hiranagar, GHSS Mar-
heen, GHS Sherpur,
GHS Hiranagar and
GHS Marheen today
embarked on an educa-
tional tour to the presti-
gious Atal Setu Bridge in
Basholi. Zonal Education
Officer Hiranagar Des
Raj and other Officials
led the group of the stu-
dents.

The tour aimed to
provide students with
hands-on learning
experiences and foster
a deeper appreciation for
India’s rich cultural and
historical heritage. The
tour began with a visit to
the Atal Setu Bridge, an
architectural marvel that
stands as a symbol of

engineering excellence.
Students were fascinat-
ed by the bridge’s unique
design, which allows it to
withstand the turbulent
waters of the Ravi River.
They learned about the
construction process,
the challenges faced
by engineers, and the
bridge’s significance as
a vital transportation link
in the region.

The tour also included
visits to several edu-
cational monuments
and sites of histori-
cal importance in the
area. Students explored
ancient temples, forts,
and museums, gaining
insights into the region’s
rich past and cultural
diversity. They engaged
with local experts and
historians, who shared
captivating stories and

legends that brought his-
tory to life. Throughout
the tour, students dem-
onstrated a keen interest
in learning and actively
participated in discus-
sions and activities.

They asked thoughtful
questions, expressed
their curiosity, and
showed a genuine
appreciation for the
opportunity to explore
new places and cultures.
The educational tour to
Atal Setu Bridge Basholi
was a resounding suc-
cess. It provided stu-
dents with a unique and
enriching learning expe-
rience, igniting their pas-
sion for history, culture,
and engineering. The
tour also strengthened
bonds between students
from different schools,
fostering a sense of unity
and community.

able development.

It is crucial for the
incumbent government
to recognize the invalu-
able contributions of
local entrepreneurs and
provide them with the
necessary support to
revive and expand their
businesses,” he added.

Moreover, Tony ada-
mantly stated that it is
imperative to improve
the work culture and
make the single window
system more efficient,
as the current imple-
mentation remains only
on paper.

In light of the devastat-
ing impact of the pan-
demic on the industrial
sector, he called on the
government to intro-
duce an power amnesty
scheme specifically for
the commercial sector.
The industrial sector

has endured immense
hardships during these
unprecedented times,
and the implementation
of an amnesty scheme
would provide much-
needed relief and sup-
port to the struggling
businesses.

Tony called upon the
government to urgently
reassess its industrial
policies, develop com-
prehensive strategies,
and implement robust
measures to foster a
conducive environment
for the growth of existing
industries.

He stressed the impor-
tance of creating a
supportive ecosystem
that empowers local
entrepreneurs, boosts
employment opportuni-
ties, and accelerates
economic development
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Developing Galaxy S24 most rewarding
period of my career: Samsung chief

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Samsung has a lead-
ing role to play in the Al
revolution since mobile
devices have become
the primary access
point for Al, said Dr.
TM Roh, President &
Head of MX Business,
Samsung Electronics.
His comments come a
month after Samsung
unveiled its Galaxy S24
series globally, calling it
its first Al smartphone.

“Developing the
Galaxy S24 series
has been the most
rewarding period of my
career. As an engineer,
| have witnessed many
examples of incredible
innovations, but Al is
the most transforma-
tive technology of the
century. Few engi-
neers get the chance
to be involved in some-

thing with such seis-
mic potential. It brings
great change, not only
for Samsung and the
mobile industry but for
all humankind,” Dr. Roh
said.

Samsung said it has
received great feed-
back about how people
actually use Galaxy Al
features in their daily
lives.

“One of the most wel-
comed Al features is
Circle to Search with
Google, an incredible
new tool for intuitive
discovery. Our com-
munication tools for
removing language
barriers, such as Live
Translate, Chat Assist
and Interpreter, have
captured the imagina-
tion of many. People
also love Photo Assist,
our tool for creativity
powered by our Pro
Visual Engine,” Dr. Roh

said.

Samsung said Galaxy
Al is helping people
communicate beyond
borders, complete
everyday tasks easily
and so much more.
Galaxy users will be
able to enjoy more
Galaxy Al features as
Samsung continuously
enhances and grows
the mobile Al experi-
ence, the company
added.

Samsung said in the
near future, select
Galaxy wearables will
use Al to enhance digi-
tal health and unlock
a whole new era of
expanded, intelligent
health experiences.
Samsung will keep
enriching and expand-
ing Galaxy Al experi-
ences across catego-
ries through collabora-
tions with more indus-
try-leading Al partners.

New ‘One UI 6.1’ update brings Galaxy AI to more Galaxy devices

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Samsung Electron-
ics has announced
the availability of
Galaxy Al features on
more Galaxy devices
through a new One Ul
6.1 update engineered
to further the democ-
ratization of mobile
Al. The update will be
available across the
Galaxy S23 series, S23
FE, Z Fold5, Z Flip5 and
Tab S9 series, starting
to roll out from the end
of March. Aligning with
the recently launched
Galaxy S24 series,
this update elevates
the standard of users’
mobile Al experi-
ence through a hybrid
approach that com-
bines on-device and
cloud-based Al.

“Our goal with Galaxy

Sleep’s impact on memory consolidation

NEW DELHI, Feb 23
(Agencies): Research-
ers have uncovered the
critical role of sleep in
consolidating memo-
ries of complex events.
The study by the LMU’s
Institute of Medical
Psychology focused
on the effect of sleep
on memory of intricate
associations within
events.

Dr. Nicolas Lutz, lead
author of the study pub-
lished in the journal Pro-
ceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences
(PNAS), emphasised
the significance of sleep
in completing memories
of whole events.

Participants who had
learned events with com-
plex associations were
observed under two
conditions: spending the

nightin a sleep laborato-
ry or staying up all night.
The subsequent night
was spent at home to
facilitate recovery before
testing the participants
on their ability to recall
different associations
between elements of the
learned events.

“We were able to dem-
onstrate that sleep spe-
cifically consolidates
weak associations and
strengthens new associ-
ations between elements
that were not directly
connected with each
other during learning.
Moreover, the ability to
remember multiple ele-
ments of an event togeth-
er, after having been pre-
sented with just a single
cue, was improved after
sleep compared to the
condition in which the

participants had stayed
awake,” said Nicolas
Lutz.

The study also moni-
tored the brain activity of
the participants during
sleep, revealing that the
improvement in memory
performance is connect-
ed with sleep spindles,
bursts of neural oscil-
latory activity during
sleep associated with
the active consolidation
of memory contents.

“This finding suggests
that sleep spindles play
an important role in the
consolidation of com-
plex associations, which
underlie the completion
of memories of whole
events,” said Professor
Luciana Besedovsky,
lead researcher of the
study.

Overall, the study’s

findings shed light on
the importance of sleep
in completing partial
information and pro-
cessing complex events
in the brain. Lutz and
Besedovsky highlighted
the identified effects of
sleep on memory as an
important adaptation of
the human brain, help-
ing individuals draw a
more coherent picture
of their environment
and make more com-
prehensive predictions
of future events. “And
so our results reveal a
new function by which
sleep can offer an evo-
lutionary advantage,”
reckoned Luciana Bese-
dovsky. “Furthermore,
they open up new per-
spectives on how we
store and access infor-
mation about complex
multielement events.”

Al is not only to pioneer
a new era of mobile Al
but also to empower
users by making Al
more accessible,” said
TM Roh, President and
Head of Mobile eXperi-
ence Business at Sam-
sung Electronics.

“This is only the begin-
ning of Galaxy Al, as we
plan to bring the expe-
rience to over 100 mil-
lion Galaxy users within
2024 and continue to
innovate ways to har-
ness the unlimited pos-
sibilities of mobile Al.”

Even more Galaxy
users will now be able
to take advantage of
the communication-
enhancing Galaxy Al
features available on
Al-supported models.
The features include
the ability to adjust
message tone and
translate messages in

13 different languag-
es using Chat Assist.
Galaxy users can
experience the power
of real-time interactions
through Live Translate,
which provides voice
and text translations
for phone calls. With
Interpreter, users can
also engage in spon-
taneous conversations
with locals while travel-
ing as the split-screen
feature generates text
translations for live con-
versations.

The broader integra-
tion of Galaxy Al across
the Galaxy ecosystem
also enables a seam-
less user experience
in day-to-day tasks on
Al-supported models,
driving new levels of
efficiency. Search
functions are improved
through Circle to
Search with Google,

which generates intui-
tive search results with
a swift circle-motioned
gesture.

Life-enhancing orga-
nization features such
as Note Assist allow
users to create formats,
generate summaries
and translate notes,
while Browsing Assist
enables individuals to
stay up to speed faster
by generating compre-
hensive summaries of
news articles. Tran-
script Assist can also
easily transcribe meet-
ing recordings and gen-
erate summaries and
translations.

With Galaxy Al, Sam-
sung is doubling down
on its role in unlocking
individuals’ creative
potential. Galaxy’s
latest update deliv-
ers a suite of Galaxy
Al tools that encour-

ages creative freedom
even after a photo is
taken. Through Gen-
erative Edit, Al-sup-
ported devices can
easily resize, reposi-
tion or realign objects
in photos to perfect a
great shot. Users can
also polish any photo
faster and easier than
ever with Edit Sugges-
tion. No need for mul-
tiple re-shots as Instant
Slow-mo10 can gener-
ate additional frames
for slow-motion videos
to capture action-
packed moments.

Creativity and per-
sonalization do not
stop there. Customiz-
ing Galaxy devices is
even easier than before
through Al-generated
wallpapers, enabling
Al-supported devices
to bring users’ creativ-
ity to life.

New Industrial Estates to transform J&K’s industry
sector, address unemployment issue: Dr Parneesh

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: Dr
Parneesh Mahajan,
Convenor, Department
of Training, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP),
Jammu and Kashmir,
has asserted that the
Administrative Council’s
approval for establish-
ment of 7 new indus-
trial estates in J&K has
paved the way for not
only transforming this
sector in a big way but
also in addressing the
unemployment prob-
lem in this Union Ter-
ritory. The BJP leader
expressed this while
reacting to the Govt’s
nod to the aforesaid
industrial estates.

e
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In a statement issued
to media here today, the
senior BJP leader said
that the development
of seven new Industrial
Estates in the UT of
J&K spread over 5290
Kanals of land for an
amount of Rs. 304.51
crores has enough
potential to ensure a
prominent place to J&K

on the nation’s industrial
map thus ultimately ben-
efiting the Union Ter-
ritory and its people in
an unprecedented way.
He said that the afore-
said industrial estates
are estimated to have
the employment poten-
tial of around 30,000
persons which means
that it will definitely pro-
vide livelihood to lakhs
of family members of
such employed persons
across the Union Terri-
tory.

Dr Parneesh said that
the approval of Admin-
istrative Council for
establishment of new
industrial units reiter-
ates the commitment
of the BJP Govt to fulfill

all the promises made
to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir in terms
of economic empow-
erment. He said that
this has been possible
due to abrogation of
Article 370 which was
a big hurdle in ensuring
the due welfare of the
people of J&K especially
the common people. He
said that BJP Govt led
by Narendra Modi at the
Centre in synchroniza-
tion with the UT Admin-
istration has ended
the seven decade old
injustices done to the
common people during
which only the dynas-
tic rulers and their blue
eyed ones got empow-
ered economically.

10-day-old underweight baby with life-threatening congenital heart defect
saved via Balloon Angioplasty at Fortis Mohali
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: In a one-of-
its kind case, the Department
of Paediatric Cardiac Sciences,
Fortis Hospital Mohali, success-
fully saved the life of a 10-day-old
baby -- who was extremely under-
weight at 1.3 kg and suffering from
“Coarctation of Aorta” -- through

Balloon Angioplasty.

Coarctation of Aorta (CoA) is a
congenital heart defect and causes
narrowing of the aorta (main heart
artery), thereby obstructing the
flow of blood. This defect puts
excessive pressure on the heart

and a delay in surgery can affect
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the heart, lungs and endanger the

child’s life.

The baby was put on life-saving
medicines and shifted to Fortis
Hospital, Mohali, where her par-
ents approached Dr Rajat Gupta,
Senior Consultant, Department
of Paediatric Cardiac Sciences in

October 2023.

Led by Dr. Rajat Gupta, the
medical team swiftly intervened
to address the baby’s critical
condition. Balloon Angioplasty, a
minimally invasive procedure, was
performed to open the narrowed
artery through a tiny incision in the
neck, thus avoiding the need for

open-heart surgery.

Dr. Gupta emphasized the impor-
tance of early detection and inter-
vention in cases of congenital heart
defects, highlighting that timely
treatment is crucial to preventing
irreversible damage to the child’'s
heart. He further explained that
Balloon Angioplasty can serve as
a life-saving measure for newborns
too fragile to undergo immediate
surgical intervention.

Following the procedure, the
baby’s health stabilized, and she
was discharged from the hospi-
tal. However, in December 2023,
she underwent a second Balloon
Angioplasty to further improve

blood flow to her body. Post-sur-
gery, the baby’s health has sig-
nificantly improved, and she has
shown remarkable weight gain.

The Department of Paediatric
Cardiac Sciences at Fortis Hospital
Mohali is renowned for its exper-
tise in treating complex congenital
heart conditions. Serving patients
not only from Punjab, Haryana,
and Himachal Pradesh but also
from neighboring countries such
as Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Mongolia, and South Africa, the
department remains committed to
providing exceptional care to chil-
dren with cardiac ailments.
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I always dreamt of being a
cop, says Deepti Sharma after
becoming DSP in UP Police

picked up 38 wickets

Ishan Kishan, Shreyas lyer Likely To Be Axed From
BCCI Central Contracts: Report

The duo of Ishan Kishan and Shreyas Iyer are reportedly likely to lose their place in

NEW DELHI, Feb 23 (Agen-
cies): Away from international
duty, Shreyas lyer and Ishan
Kishan continue to keep their
distance from the Ranji Trophy
for different reasons. While
Kishan has reportedly been
‘working on his technique’
ahead of the forthcoming Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2024
season, lyer is said to strug-
gling with a minor back spasm
problem. But, it seems like the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) top brass isn’t
entirely happy with Kishan and
lyer, and is likely to leave out
the duo from the new central

contracts list.

As per a report, both lyer
and Kishan are expected to be
omitted from the list of centrally
contracted players for the 2023-
24 season. One of the reasons
behind this decision is report-
edly their absence from domes-
tic cricket despite the board’s

BCClI’s central contract list for the 2023-24 season.

insistence.

“The selectors, led by Ajit
Agarkar, has almost finalised
the list of centrally contract-
ed players for the 2023-24
season too, which the BCCI will

announce soon.

“Kishan and lyer are likely
to be excluded from that list,
as both haven’t been playing
domestic cricket despite the
BCClI’s diktat to do so,” a source

told the paper.

The paper also quoted a
source close to lyer saying that
the middle-order batter was
left out of the last three Tests
against England due to a back
problem.

lyer was “excluded from India’s
squad for the last three Tests as
a precautionary measure, after
he complained of a back prob-
lem.” “Patel’s email to the BCCI
was written after the second
Test against England. Since
then, a back problem has both-
ered lyer,” the source said. “lyer
was one of India’s top-perform-
ing batsmen in the ODI World
Cup in India last year. He won't
lose the contract just because

he missed the odd Ranji match.”

As far as the 2022-23 central
contract goes, Ishan Kishan
was placed in the C category,
while Shreyas lyer was in B,
earning Rs 1 crore and 3 crores
respectively.

NZ vz AUS: Hazlewood, Zampa combine to hand
New Zealand series defeat

AUCKLAND, Feb 23
(Agencies): After a riv-
eting thriller in the open-
ing T20I of the series,
expectations were high
from the hosts to turn
their fortunes around
on Friday, 23 February.
However, that turned
out to be as far from
the preferred result as it
could be at Eden Park,
Auckland.

Australia, despite their
batting failure in the first
innings, defeated New
Zealand by 72 runs
in the second match,
taking an unassailable
2-0 lead in the T20I
series. A clinical bowl-
ing performance from
the Australian team
saw New Zealand get
bowled out for just 102
runs while chasing 175
on Friday, 23 February.

New Zealand were
dealt with a heavier
blow during the match
after Devon Conway got
injured in the first innings

of the match while keep-
ing behind the stumps.

“Devon Conway
has left Eden Park to
undergo an X-ray on
his injured left thumb
after sustaining a blow
while wicket-keeping in
tonight's second T20l,”
New Zealand said in an
official statement.

It was later revealed by
the board that Conway
had fractured his thumb.
The star batter did not
take any further part in
the game. Conway’s
injury came as a big
blow to the side, who
were already without the
services of youngster
Rachin Ravindra, who
had been sidelined due
to a knee injury.

Early Success

New Zealand were in a
strong position through
the halfway mark,
having bowled out Aus-
tralia for just 174 runs
in 19.5 overs. No Aus-
tralian players scored a

fifty in the first innings
of the game. The most
runs were scored by
Travis Head (45 off 22)
and then fast bowler Pat
Cummins (28 off 22) in
an impressive rearguard
action.

Cummins added a little
over 30 runs for seventh
wicket, which pushed
Australia’s score past
150.

Lockie Ferguson was
the pick of the bowlers,
clinching 4 wickets for
just 12 runs in his 3.5
overs.

Australia’s Comeback

With Ferguson being
on top of Australia in
the first innings, it was
time for the visitors to hit
back.

Josh Hazlewood was
unplayable in his 4-1-12-
1, while Pat Cummins
put in an incredible sup-
port for the pacer with
3-0-19-1.

With Conway out of
the batting innings,

New Zealand had no
clue how to tackle the
pacers.

The pressure put up
at the top half of the
innings made New Zea-
land desperate and they
crumbled against the
spin of Adam Zampa.

Zampa picked for wick-
ets from his 4 overs for
34 runs and sealed the
fate of the home team.

Cummins was named
the player of the match,
which seemed to sur-
prise the Australia’s red

ball and ODI captain.
Cummins said that he
did not expect it and
added that he loved not
being the captain of the
Australian team.

“Dunno how | got this,
but I'll take it. Yeah, bat-
ting wise, some came off
the edges and | guess
I'll take it. I love it [not
captaining] Just going
off to the boundary and
coming in to bowl. | love
it,” Cummins said at the
post match presenta-
tion.

Will take Ilia Topuria’s ‘head off’ in fight, eye
on UFC gold in 2024: Yair Rodriguez

Yair Rodriguez said he has his eyes on firmly on the UFC Featherweight title and why he

feels a fight with current champion Ilia Topuria is a good match-up

LONDON, Feb 23
(Agencies): For Yair
Rodriguez, the goal is
set for 2024. He has
his eyes set on the UFC
Featherweight title,
and if llia Topuria is the
holder of it, he won’t
mind knocking his head
off to get it.

Rodriguez is all set for
his return to the octagon
on February 24, in a
rematch with the return-
ing Brian Ortega at UFC
Fight Night: Moreno vs
Royval 2. The 31-year-
old last fought Alexan-
der Volkanovski in a
unification bout for the
Featherweight title in
July 2023.

Since then, the land-
scape of the division
changed when Topuria
defeated the Aussie to
become the new cham-
pion.

Ortega has been inac-
tive for more than a year
and it places Rodriguez
as the favourite for the
bout.

However, the Mexican
isn't someone ready to
go buy the bets.

In their first bout,
he was the underdog

against Ortega, but
emerged with the win.
Speaking to agency, the
Mexican said he doesn’t
care about the numbers
or being the favourite
and feels great coming
into the fight.

He also had some
good words for his oppo-
nent and said he was
prepared for the fight.

“Yeah. | don’'t | don’t
really look into, like, the
bets. If I'm a favourite or
not. | never put attention
to that, because at the
end of the day, it doesn’t
really matter. You know,
That’s just numbers. |
feel great coming into
this fight. | know Brian
Ortega is a great oppo-
nent for me. He's a really
good guy and | like him.
| like him as a human
being, you know? | know
he’s a tough athlete, but
I'm prepared for any-
thing for this fight,” said
Rodriguez.

Performing in front
of his home country is
also something Rodri-
guez is unfazed by. The
31-year-old was clear
that he doesn’t view
it as any sort of extra

pressure on him and is
just focused on his stuff
before the fight.

“I don’t really feel like
(pressure), No. But I'm
telling you, | don’t put
attention to any of that.
Like, | don’t really look
into any of that. Like my
my only focus is training,
making weight, feeling
good every single day.
And that’s it. And the rest
is like, it doesn'’t exist for
me,” said Rodriguez.

Will face Topuria with
the intent to take his
head off: Rodriguez

Speaking about a
future match with the
current champion Topu-

ria, Rodriguez was clear
about what he felt about
the Spaniard. He said he
doesn't like Topuria and
a future fight between
them would see him
looking to knock the
27-year-old’s head off.
“I mean, first thing. Win
against Ortega and then
| can start talking about
what’s the what’s next,
right? But with every-
thing we have been
talking about, Topuria,
| think it's a good fight
to make. It's a great
matchup to make, and |
honestly don’t really like
the guy. So, you know,
I'll go with that fight

with, like, really intent
on taking his head off,”
said Rodriguez.

Rumors suggest Topu-
ria could next defend his
title in Spain and at the
iconic Santiago Berna-
beu in Madrid. However,
Rodriguez doesn’t care
about the location and
is ready to fight for the
strap anywhere.

“I don’t really look into
places for me. A street
is good. A backyard is
good. A soccer field is
good, like | don’t care.
You know, for me, any
anywhere is good. Right
now in this specific, uh,
occasion fighting in front
of my Mexican crowd
makes this event really
special.”

“I mean, my goal is
on the title. You know,
regardless of who is in
there. Right now, Topu-
ria has the title. | don’t
like Topuria, and that just
makes it perfect, you
know? And, but yeah,
whoever. If it's not Topu-
ria, whoever has the title
at the moment, that’s
what I’'m aiming for right
now,” said Rodriguez.

NEW DELHI, Feb 23
(Agencies): It's not often
that one gets to live a
cherished professional
dream after taking a
completely different
career path in life but
Indian women’s cricket
team all-rounder Deepti
Sharma counts herself
among the lucky few
after being appointed
a DSP in Uttar Pradesh
Police, something that
she aspired for as a
child.

Sharma, who hails
from Agra, was named
a DSP in UP Police
last month and was
felicitated by state chief
minister Yogi Aditya-
nath with a cash prize
of Rs 3 crore for her
performances in the last
couple of years.

Sharma was part of
the teams that won the

\

Asian Games gold last
year and the Common-
wealth Games silver in
2022.

“I always dreamt of
becoming a police offi-
cer. | used to see that
it is a difficult job but |
always wanted to wear
that uniform once and
wanted to see how it
felt,” Sharma told PTI
Video.

“My parents also sup-
ported me that | should
become a police offi-
cer. | and my family are
really happy with this
recognition,” she said.

The off-spinner was
adjudged the women’s
international cricketer
of the year for the 2022-
23 season in the annual
BCCI honours for her
stellar run during the
award period.

The 26-year-old

during the time and
contributed 313 runs
with the bat, including
two half centuries, in
the T20 format.

She is now gearing
up for the Women'’s
Premier League which
begins on Friday in Ben-
galuru.

Sharma said that she
is aiming to do well in
tandem with fellow spin-
ner Sophie Ecclestone
in the UP Warriorz
team.

The Warriorz will open
their campaign against
Royal Challengers on
Saturday.

Sharma and Eccle-
stone are currently sit-
ting at the top of the
international bowling
rankings in T20Is and
will spearhead UP’s
attack.

The left-handed batter
said that she will prefer
to bat a bit higher in the
order.

“The more balls | face,
the more time | will get
to score big. But wheth-
er | bat above or below,
my focus will be to con-
tribute for the team,” she
said.

Musheer Khan hits maiden
first-class hundred, rescues
Mumbai in Ranji quarters

MUMBAI, Feb 23
(Agencies): Musheer
Khan brought up his first
first-class hundred and
he couldn’t have timed
it better as the 18-year-
old rescued Mumbai in
their Ranji Trophy quar-
ter-final against Baroda
at the BKC Ground in
Mumbai on Friday, Feb-
ruary 23.

Musheer Khan came
up with a gritty hundred
in 181 balls, shying
away from his natural
stoke-making ability as
he hit only six boundar-
ies, collecting the rest of
his runs by running hard
between the wickets.

Musheer Khan, who
batted at No. 3, was
the only batter who
went past 30 in the first
80 overs of the Raniji
Trophy quarer-final
as big guns, including
Prithvi Shaw (33) and
captain Ajinkya Rahane
(3) failed to make a con-
siderable mark.

Musheer stitched a
43-run stand for the
fourth wicket with Sury-
ansh Shedge, who man-
aged 20 and added his
first fifty-plus stand of
the innings with wicket-
keeper Hardik Tamore,
who held one end with
a defiant knock. Mumbai
were reduced to 142 for
5, but Musheer’s com-
posed knock helped
them inch closer to a
competitive first innings
total.

It was only Musheer
Khan'’s fourth first-class
match for Mumbai in
only his second season

at the highest level.
Mumbai missed quite a
few of their key batters,
including injured Shivam
Dube and Shreyas lyer,
and brother Sarfaraz
Khan, who was on
national duty, but teen-
ager Musheer stepped
up and delivered on the
big stage.

Musheer Khan seems
to have put behind the
disappointment of losing
the U19 World Cup final
earlier in the month to
seize another opportu-
nity that has come his
way, this time in first-
class cricket.

Russia loses appeal against
International Olympic
Committee ban

MOSCOW, Feb 23
(Agencies): The Court
of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) said on Friday
it has dismissed an
appeal from Russia
against an International
Olympic Committee
(I0C) suspension for
recognising regional
organisations from ter-
ritories annexed from
Ukraine.

The 10C banned the
Russian Olympic Com-
mittee (ROC) in October
for recognising regional
Olympic councils for
Russian-occupied
regions of Ukraine -
Luhansk, Donetsk,
Kherson and Zapor-
izhzhia.

At the time, the 10C
said the move con-
stituted a breach of
the Olympic Charter

because it violated the
territorial integrity of
Ukraine’s NOC.

Russia, which
launched a full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, which
Moscow calls a ‘spe-
cial operation’, has
denounced the measure
as politically motivated.

In its appeal at the
Lausanne-based CAS,
ROC asked for the ban
to be revoked and that
it be recognised as a
fully-fledged NOC, with
all the prerogatives the
status entails.

“The CAS Panel in
charge of this matter
dismissed the appeal
and confirmed the chal-
lenged decision, finding
that the 10C EB (Exec-
utive Board) did not

breach the principles of
legality, equality, predict-
ability or proportionality,”
CAS said in a statement.
Russians and Belaru-
sian athletes had initially
been banned from com-
peting internationally fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, for which
Belarus has been used
as a staging ground.
Last year, however,
the 10C issued an initial
set of recommendations
for international sports
governing bodies to
allow Russians and
Belarusians to return,
competing as individual
athletes with no flag,
emblem or anthem.
The IOC has said ath-
letes should not be pun-
ished for the actions of
governments.
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Interaction Meet 0' non- camn Kashmiri Migrants held GDC RS Pura holds awareness rally
under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhlyaan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: The
first interaction meet of
Kashmiri Migrants living
in non-camps was con-
vened at Udheywala
Jammu by Vishal Jotshi
coordinator  Vitasta
Helping Hand Trust
which was attended
by a large numbers of
prominent persons of
the displaced commu-
nity putting up in non
camps in different parts
of Jammu.

Dr. Arvind Karwani,
new Relief and Reha-
bilitation Commis-
sioner J&K attended
the meeting as Chief
Guest. Senior commu-
nity social activists and
leaders M.K. Yogi and
Vinod Pandita were the
guests of honor.

The meeting dis-
cussed various genu-
ine problems faced by
the community residing
in forced exile for over
three decades in the
Jammu region and other
parts of the country par-
ticularly addressing the
many genuine issues
which the community
is confronting in their
exodus and seeking
their resolution forth-
with.

Yogi highlighted the
plight of PM package
employees and said
that more than fifteen

hundred PM pack-
age employees mainly
women folk are putting
up on arent basis in the
valley which has caused
them big miseries that
need immediate atten-
tion with the allotment
of accommodation near
their workplaces to
deserving employees
on priority basis.

He also called for the
enhancement of meager
monthly cash assis-
tance from Rs. 13000 to
25000, the creation of a
new employment pack-
age for the unemployed
educated youth of the
community.

Yogi raised the issue
of removal M Form
system ahead of the
coming Lok Sabha
polls for making voting
system form displaced
community simple and
transparent in order to
remove this long dis-

crimination.
Addressing the meet-
ing, Vinod Pandita
emphasized the urgent
need for a concrete and
time-bound rehabilita-
tion Policy for the return
of the displaced com-
munity in the Valley with
honor and dignity.
Pandita also called for
the implementation of
the immovable migrant
property act 1997 in
letter and spirit and
urged the Relief and
Rehabilitation Commis-
sioner to coordinate in
this respect as a nodal
agency of migrants.
Pandita further high-
lighted the plight of
migrants of Purkhoo
Phase Il living in deplor-
able conditions and
appealed to the Relief
and Rehabilitation Com-
missioner to arrange
suitable accommoda-
tion for these families

Dogri Deptt felicitates Theatre Artist Pawan
Verma on Int’l Mother Language Day

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: On
the occasion of Inter-
national Mother Lan-
guage Day, Department
of Dogri, University of
Jammu, felicitated Jam-
mu’s well-known The-
atre Artist Pawan Verma
for getting the Jammu
Kashmir State Award
this year in Performing
Arts Category.

One Shawl and
Memento was present-
ed to him.

Sucheta Pathania
H.O.D Department of
Dogri was the chief
guest on the occasion.
Every year the state
awards were announced
by Jammu and Kash-
mir govt. on the eve of
Republic Day.

This year Pawan
Verma was given the
Jammu and Kashmir
State Award for his con-
tribution in the field of
Theatre.

Pawan Verma (The-
atre Artist) is a product of
Natrang’s theatre Camp
- year 2000. Pawan
Verma belongs to
Mubarak Mandi, a Heri-
tage of Dogra Rulers in
the heart of city, Jammu.
Pawan has adopted this
cultural race without any
family background. But
due to his keen interest
in culture, he performed
at a very tender age of 6,
when he was in Ist stan-
dard. He played the role
of Mahatma Gandhi. He
got Ist prize in Drawing
& Painting competition
for three Consecutive
Year 1997, 1998, 1999 in
Inter School Drawing &
Painting competition. He
also got 2nd & 3rd prize
in Inter School Debate
Competition in 1997 &
1998 organised by DAV
society. He got Ist prize
in Drawing /Painting &
Capitation competition
in Inter School Draw-
ing & Painting com-

petition organized by
Amar Mahal Museum &
Library.

PHe never moved
back and won many
prizes and applauses
in debates, quiz, draw-
ing and painting com-
petitions. To polish his
skills in art and culture,
Pawan joined Natrang
and learnt a lot. He got
guidance from his Guru
Padmashri Sh. Balwant
Thakur. It became an
eye opener for Pawan
which would ultimately
give him the dividends in
respect of excellence in
the field of Acting.

Having experience of
more than 24 years in
Theatre, he has acted in
over 80 plays which were
performed more than 700
times through-out the
country and abroad too.
Important among them
are Bawa Jitto (Dogri),
Mahabhoj (Dogri), Ghu-
mayee (Dogri), Kauva
Chala Hans Ki Chaal,
Andhon Ka Hathi, Holi,
Sher Pehlo Pehal Gayee
(Dogri), Diary Kusse
Loknath di (Dogri), Aap
Hamare Hain Kaun,
Mere Hisse Ki Dhoop
Kahan Hai, Bichoo, Ek
Tha Gadha, Gatt (Dogri),
Comedy of Terrors, Suno
Ek Kahani (Dogri) , Bagia
Banchha Ram Ki, Sain-
yan Bhaye Kotwal, Kan-
joos, Aaj ki Aurat, Kan-

joos, Mangu Di Chabeel
(Dogri), Tandav, Kabab
Mein Haddi, Hawalat,
Manvta da Rishta (Dogri)
Dard Apna Apna (Dogri)
Adalat Mein Gandhi,
Swami Vivekananda,
Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav etc.

He has participated in
more than 40 National
Theatre Festivals in
which major among
are:Bharat Rang Mahot-
sav, Nandikar interna-
tional theatre festival,
Jash-ne-Bachpan,
Vivechana’s National
theatre festival, “Jash-
e-Jammu Kashmir”
festival of Dance and
Drama at Guwahati
(Assam), 8th Theatre
Olympics, Satabdira
Kalakara’'s N.T.F, Rabi-
ndra Rangmandap,
Bhubneshwar (Orrisa),
National Theatre Festi-
val at Bharat Bhawan,
Bhopal, National The-
atre Festival by Kerala
Sangeet Natak Akademi
at St.John’s Auditorium,
Tiruvalla, N.T.F Raja
Muthaiah Mandram,
Madurai (Tamil Nadu)
etc. organized by the
prestigious Institutions
like National School of
Drama, Sangeet Natak
Akademi, North Zone
Cultural Centre, Indian
People Theatre Asso-
ciation (IPTA), Nandikar
etc.

as their condition in tem-
porary sheds is deplor-
able.

Vaibhav Mattoo social
activist and special invi-
tee of session high-
lighted the issues of
provisions for regular
supply of pure drinking
water in all camps, inter-
nal repairments, and
maintenance of migrant
quarters and sought
immediate steps in this
direction.

The representatives of
all PM package Coor-
dination Committee
Rubon Saproo, Ranjan
Jotshi, Vinod Tickoo
and Amit Koul while
speaking in the meeting
highlighted the genuine
problems of PM pack-
age employees working
Valley like promotion
issue, accommodation
issue, transfer issue etc
in detail and submitted
a detailed Memorandum

of demands to the Relief
Commissioner and
urged for early consider-
ation of their demands.

Relief and rehabili-
tation Commissioner
Dr.Arvind Karwani while
addressing a huge gath-
ering complimented the
Vitasta Helping Hand
Trust for organizing this
first non camp interac-
tion meet and assured
the displaced commu-
nity that he would leave
no stone unturned in
mitigating the important
and long pending genu-
ine issues of the com-
munity.

He also assured the
mammoth gathering that
he would take all prob-
lems highlighted here
in the session at the
highest level in admin-
istration for their early
solution. Many repre-
sentations comprising of
different problems were
presented before him by
many migrants to which
he assured timely action
shortly on the merits of
the problems.

The others who voiced
concerns and highlight-
ed the community issues
were Mohan Lal Bhat,
M L.Pandita, Shiban,
Virender Bindroo, Vinod
Bhat, Pintoo, Maharaj
Krishan Koul.

In the end vote of
thanks was presented
by Vishal Jotshi.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: The
Red Ribbon Club of
Govt. Degree College
(GDC)R. S. Purain col-
laboration with Viksit
Bharat Club on Friday
organized a aware-
ness programmes on
the theme “Drug Abuse
and De-addiction” as
a part of “Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan” under
the aegis of Viksit
Bharat@2047 initiative.

The programme initi-
ated under the patron-
age of principal Prof.
(Dr.) Rajni Bhagat.

In her message, she
told the students that
Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan is a campaign
to make our society free
from all kinds of harmful
addictions like alcohol,
tobacco, drugs etc.

She also said that
this abhiyan is a prime

nation building initia-
tive because it focuses
on the healthy and
disciplined youth.The
awareness programme
started from the col-
lege campus in which
the students from all
the streams participat-
ed and took pledge for
making the campus and
its surrounding Nasha
Mukt.

A small rally in which
the students displayed
posters, self-made slo-
gans and play cards
based on the theme
of the event was also
organised.

Prof. Neelam Kumairi,
Convenor Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan Com-
mittee and Red Ribbon
Club, in her interactive
session with the stu-
dents asked them to
spread the awareness
among common masses
and also abstain them-

selves from drug addic-
tion.

Dr. Sunil Kumar Man-
goch, HOD Dogri/ Nodal
Officer Viksit Bharat also
told them that addiction
is when you can'’t stop
and when it puts your
health in danger.

Under this abhiyan
you have to make not
only your community,
family, friends but also
yourselves drug free.

The other staff mem-
bers present during the
event were Dr. Geetika
Goswami, Dr. Meeshu
Pandita, Prof Vishal
Sharma, Prof. Rajinder
Singh and Dr. Rekha
Rani.

The principal of the
college applauded the
efforts of the teams
of both the clubs for
organizing such kinds
of awareness pro-
grammes.

JMC Commissioner chairs ABC/ARV Monitoring
committee meeting

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23:
Commissioner JMC,
Rahul Yadav on Friday
chaired ABC/ARV Moni-
toring committee meet-
ing to review the current
status of ongoing ABC/
ARV programme within
JMC limits.

For the effective man-
agement of street dog
population and to curb
the spread of rabies
both in humans as well
as animals, ABC/ARV
programme is being car-
ried out by the Jammu
Municipal Corporation
within JMC limits.

The meeting was
attended by all the mem-
bers of ABC Monitoring
committee viz. Dr. Zaffar
Igbal, LDO, Jammu, Dr.
Vinod Sharma, Health
Officer JMC, Dr. Divya
Sharma, MVO JMC, Dr.
Manmeet Singh, VAS,
MACC Roop Nagar,
Namrata Hakhoo,
Founder/ Chairperson,
Hakhoo Street Ani-
mals Foundation Trust
(Regd.), Devinder Kour

H. .

Madaan, Chairperson,
SAVE (NGO).

During the meeting,
detailed discussions
were held on the various
aspects and progress of
the ongoing ABC/ARV
program being imple-
mented by JMC in col-
laboration with Frien-
dicoes-SECA (Delhi
based Animal Welfare
Organization) at Munici-
pal Animal Care Centre,
Roop Nagar, Jammu.

Dr. Divya Sharma,
MVO, JMC appraised
the committee that since
the outsourcing of ABC/
ARV programme to
FRIENDICOES-SECA
i.,e. we.f 01.04.2021
to ending Jan. 2024,

20112 no. of stray dogs

have been sterilized/
immunized with ward
wise /complaint basis
catching and all steril-
ized dogs have been
relocated in the same
area from where they
were caught as per the
ABC (Dogs) Rules, 2023
promulgated under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960.
MVO, JMC further
appraised that so far
a total of 38546 no. of
stray dogs have been
sterilized/ vaccinated
within JMC limits in an
estimated street dog
population of 50000
by taking into account
of previous ABC/ ARV

done by the JMC.

In the meeting it was
decided that for the
effective implementa-
tion of ABC programme
within JMC limits, ward
wise/ zone wise coor-
dination committees
comprising of represen-
tatives of Resident Wel-
fare Associations and
Animal activists/ vol-
unteers constituted will
work in their respective
wards based on general
public complaints.

For the regulation
of pet dog population
within JMC limits, com-
mittee decided that JMC
shall intensify the aware-
ness campaigns as well
as enforcement drives

about their voting rights

for pet dog registration
with mandatory spay-
ing of female pet dog in
accordance to Animal
Birth Control (Dog)
Rules, 2023 & Municipal
Corporation Act, 2000.
Notices regarding the
same shall be published
accordingly.

Commissioner JMC
showed his satisfac-
tion about the imple-
mentation of the ABC
programme within
JMC limits and fur-
ther advised that more
emphasis should be laid
on those areas where
more unsterilized dog
population still exist
and dog litter (pups) are
born.

He directed MVO,
JMC to intensify the IEC
activities to educate the
general public by involv-
ing schools, colleges,
universities & Resident
Welfare organizations
about the effectiveness
of ABC/ARV programme
in helping to reduce
street dog population
as well as eradicating
rabies.

to societal causes and

Sensitization Program on nghts of a Voter organized by MIER College

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 23: The
Extension Unit of MIER
College organized a
sensitization program
on the theme of ‘Impor-
tance of Voting and
Rights of a Voter’ at its
adopted village, Purk-
hoo, Jammu.

The event was held on
February 21, 2024. Led
by Mrs. Suman Devi,
50 student members
engaged villagers in an
insightful dialogue.

Aashiya, a student in
B.Ed. Semester |, wel-
comed the Sarpanch,

- i

Panch, and audience.
A dedicated group
comprising students
from the School of Edu-
cation and the School
of Social Sciences and
Humanities, including

Chavi,
Palak from B.Ed. Spe-
cial Education, along-
side  Pritibha from
B.A. Political Science
Semester lll, enlight-
ened the residents

Shivangi, and

and its significance.

They emphasized that
voting is a pivotal tool in
empowering individuals
to actively participate in
shaping national deci-
sions.

Stressing its impor-
tance as a civic duty,
they highlighted its role
in holding politicians
accountable and for-
tifying the democratic
framework of our nation.

The villagers, along
with local leaders,
lauded the initiative,
acknowledging MIER
College’s dedication

youth education.

Sonia, a student from
M.Ed. Semester lll, pro-
posed a formal vote of
thanks, while Suman
Devi expressed grati-
tude to all participants.

Dr. Adit Gupta, Prin-
cipal of MIER College,
commended the unit’s
endeavours in foster-
ing awareness about
voting rights, highlight-
ing the significance of
such initiatives in fos-
tering informed citizen-
ship and democratic
engagement among
rural communities.
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