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Vidya Balan files FIR against 
unknown person for creating fake 

Instagram account in her name

Sugarcane price hike shows govt 
committed to fulfilling its pledge for 

farmers’ welfare: PM Modi

Fast bowlers have 
done a world of good: 

Gill

Murder of 
democracy: 
Congress 
slams Govt 
over X’s 
Statement

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 
(Agencies): The Con-
gress alleged on Thurs-
day that democracy 
is being “murdered” 
in the country, after 
microblogging platform 
X voiced disagree-
ment with the BJP-led 
Centre’s order to block 
accounts and posts 
related to ongoing 
farmers’ protests.

X also called for 
extending freedom 
of expression to the 
affected posts.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Informa-
tion Technology has 
ordered social media 
platforms to temporar-
ily block 177 accounts 
linked to the farmers’ 
protests on the request 
of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA), accord-
ing to sources.

Tagging a statement 
issued by X’s Global 
Government Affairs 
team, Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam 
Ramesh said, “Murder 
Of Democracy in 
India.” In its statement, 
the microblogging plat-
form said: “The Indian 
government has issued 
executive orders 
requiring X to act on 
specific accounts and 
posts, subject to poten-
tial penalties, includ-
ing significant fines 
and imprisonment. In 
compliance with the 
orders, we will withhold 
these accounts and 
posts in India alone; 
however, we disagree 
with these actions and 
maintain that freedom 
of expression should 
extend to these posts.” 
It said a writ appeal 
challenging the govern-
ment’s blocking orders 
remains pending and 
called for making the 
order public to enhance 
transparency.

“Due to legal restric-
tions, we are unable to 
publish the executive 
orders, but we believe 
that making them 
public is essential for 
transparency. This lack 
of disclosure can lead 
to a lack of account-
ability and arbitrary 
decision-making,” X 
said.

The microblogging 
platform has provided 
the impacted users 
with a notice of the 
government’s actions 
in accordance with the 
company’s policies.

Farmers from across 
the country have been 
protesting to press 
the Centre for their 
demands, including a 
legal guarantee on the 
minimum support price 

SRINAGAR, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
conducted on-site 
inspection and reviewed 
ongoing construc-
tion work of the transit 
accommodation for PM 
Package employees at 
Zewan, today.

The Lt Governor direct-
ed the officials to com-
plete 10 Blocks compris-
ing 240 residential units 
by March 20, 2024.

He further directed the 
officials for installation 
of CCTV cameras, and 
to complete the work on 
the approach road to 

the Transit Accommoda-
tion and boundary wall, 
simultaneously.

It was informed that 
over 70 percent target 
under the project has 
been achieved with the 
completion of civil works 
on 26 blocks comprising 
624 flats.

Dr Mandeep Kumar 
Bhandari, Principal Sec-
retary to Lt Governor; 
Vidhi Kumar Birdi, IGP 
Kashmir, Dr. Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat, Deputy 
Commissioner Srinagar 
and other senior officials 
were present.

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 
(Agencies): The CBI 
on Thursday searches 
the premises of former 
Jammu and Kashmir 
governor Satya Pal 
Malik and 29 other loca-
tions in connection with 
alleged corruption in the 
Kiru Hydropower proj-
ect, officials said.

The agency started its 
operation in the morn-
ing with around 100 offi-
cers mobilised to swoop 
down at 30 locations in 
multiple cities, they said.

The case relates to 
alleged corruption in 
awarding civil works of 
the Kiru Hydro Electric 

Power Project (HEP) 
worth Rs 2,200 crore, 
they said.

Malik, who was the 
governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir between 
August 23, 2018 and 
October 30, 2019 had 
claimed he was offered 
a Rs 300-crore bribe for 

clearing two files, includ-
ing the one pertaining to 
the project.

”The case was regis-
tered on allegations of 
malpractices in award 
of the contract worth 
approximately Rs 2,200 
crore of civil works of 
Kiru Hydro Electric 
Power Project(HEP) to 
a private company in 
2019,” the CBI had had 
earlier said.

The agency has 
booked former chairman 
of the Chenab Valley 
Power Projects (P) Ltd 
Navin Kumar Chaudhary 
and other former

BANIHAL/JAMMU, 
Feb 22 (Agencies): A 
worker of a construc-
tion company was killed 
in a landslide along 
the Jammu-Srinagar 
national highway which 
remained closed for the 
fourth consecutive day 
on Thursday, officials 
said.

The construction 

worker identified as 
Deshpaul (31), a resi-
dent of Uttar Pradesh, 
was hit by the land-
slide outside his com-
pany headquarters near 
Seri in Ramban district 
around 8.30 am, police 
officials said.

They said the 
deceased was moving 
towards the mess of 

the company for break-
fast when the incident 
occurred. His body was 
retrieved and shifted to 
hospital for postmortem.

An official of the traf-
fic department said the 
270-km long highway, 
the only all weather road 
linking Kashmir with 
the rest of the country, 
remained closed for

Foreigner 
dies, Five 
Rescued, 
one Missing 
in Gulmarg 
Avalanche

SRINAGAR, Feb 22 
(Agencies): One foreign-
er died and five other 
rescued while another 
is still missing after an 
avalanche struck Gul-
marg, destination in 
north Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district, officials said 
here

The avalanche struck 
the Kongdoori slopes, 
trapping several skiers. 
The foreigners had gone 
to the ski slopes without 
local residents, they 
said.

Army and a patrolling 
team of the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration 
are carrying out 

SRINAGAR, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Night tem-
peratures plummet in 
Kashmir Valley, indicat-
ing cold weather condi-
tions, as the ski resort 
of Gulmarg recorded a 
temperature of -10.4°C 
on Thursday, officials 
said.

The crucial Srinagar-
Jammu national high-
way continues to remain 
closed for vehicular traf-
fic due to landslides that 
occurred at a few places 
after it was partially 
restored on Wednesday.

“Restoration work is 
in progress at Kishtwari 
Pather on Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway; 
it will take some time,” a 
traffic official said on X.

Srinagar Leh Road 
also remained closed 

for vehicular traffic due 
to the accumulation of 
recent snowfall. The 
roads connecting Keran 
and Machil roads in Kup-
wara district, Anantnag 
Sinthan, and Mughal 
roads were also closed 
for vehicular traffic due 
to snowfall on Tuesday, 
they said.

The weather is likely 
to remain dry over most 
parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir till February 
25, and sunny days are 
expected from Febru-
ary 23 to 25, indepen-
dent weather forecaster 
Kashmir Weather said.

He said another West-
ern disturbance is likely 
to hit on February 26 
that may trigger rain and 
snow over Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Meteorological 
Centre Srinagar said 
the minimum tempera-
ture during the interven-
ing nights of Wednesday 
and Thursday in Sri-
nagar was recorded at 
-1.0°C against 0.0°C. It 
was 1.9°C below normal 
for the summer capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The day temperature 
was also recorded at 
3.6°C, below the normal 
of 10.3°C on the previ-
ous day in Srinagar.

Gulmarg remained 
the coldest place, with 
a low of -10.4°C against 
the -9.4°C recorded the 
previous night. It was 
3.7°C below normal for 
the famous ski resort of 
North Kashmir. It also 
received 1.0cm of snow-
fall and 1.8mm of 

Drone-
Dropped IED 
found near 
international 
border in 
Kathua

KATHUA/JAMMU, 
Feb 22 (Agencies): The 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) found a drone-
dropped improvised 
explosive device (IED) 
near the International 
Border (IB) in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Kathua 
district on Thursday, an 
official said.

The IED was found in 
the Manyari post area, 
near the zero line, during 
a search operation that 
was launched after the 
BSF troops noticed the 
movement of a Pakistani 
drone in the morning 
hours and opened fire 
to bring it down, the offi-
cial said.

He said the search 
operation was going on 
when last reports were 
received.

The drone is believed 

NEW DELHI, Feb 
22 (Agencies): Social 
media platform X on 
Thursday expressed 
disagreement with the 
Indian government’s 
order to block accounts 
and posts related to 
the ongoing farmers’ 
protests and called for 
extending freedom of 
expression to the affect-
ed posts.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT has 
ordered social media 
platforms to temporarily 
block 177 accounts that 
were linked to farmers’ 
protests on request of 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, according to 
sources.

”The Indian govern-
ment has issued execu-
tive orders requiring X to 
act on specific accounts 
and posts, subject to 
potential penalties 
including significant 

fines and imprisonment. 
In compliance with the 
orders, we will withhold 
these accounts and 
posts in India alone; 
however, we disagree 
with these actions and 
maintain that freedom 
of expression should 
extend to these posts,” 
X said in a post.

The social media plat-
form said that a writ 
appeal challenging the 

Indian government’s 
blocking orders remains 
pending and called for 
making the order public 
to enhance transpar-
ency.

”Due to legal restric-
tions, we are unable to 
publish the executive 
orders, but we believe 
that making them public 
is essential for transpar-
ency. This lack of disclo-
sure can lead to a lack of 

LG Sinha conducts on-site inspection 
and reviews ongoing construction 

work of transit accommodation

Kiru Hydropower Corruption 
Case | CBI searches at premises of 
Former Governor Satya Pal Malik

X Disagrees with govt action 
to block accounts, posts 
linked to farmers’ protest

Construction worker killed in landslide 
along Jammu-Srinagar National Highway

Night temp drops in Kashmir, 
Gulmarg At -10.4°C

SRINAGAR, Feb 22 
(Agencies): He aptly 
called it a “match made 
in heaven” as Sachin 
Tendulkar pleasantly 
surprised a bunch of 
youngsters playing gully 
cricket in Uri, turning his 
bat upside down at one 
point just to give the 
boys a shot at dismiss-
ing him.

On his maiden trip to 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
Tendulkar got down from 
his SUV when he saw 

some young boys play-
ing cricket on the road 
with a cardboard carton 
and an empty oil can as 
their stumps.

“Cricket and Kashmir: 
Match made in heaven,” 
posted Tendulkar on X 
along with a short 

Kaun Hai Tumhara Bowler? Tendulkar 
plays gully cricket in Kashmir
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22:: 
Administrative Council 
(AC) which met here 
under the chairmanship 
of Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj  Sinha, approved  
J&K  start-up policy  
2024-27  in supersession 
to  the Start-up Policy 
notified in the year 2018.  
The policy has the objec-
tive of  setting up 2000 
new Start-ups in Jammu 
& Kashmir in the next 5 
years.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisor to the Lieu-
tenant Governor; Atal 
Dulloo, Chief Secretary; 
Mandeep Kumar Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor 
attended the meeting.

The Government of 
Jammu &Kashmir will 
setup a Venture Capital 
Fund of Rs. 250 Crores 
and will infuse maximum 
of Rs. 25 Crores as an 
initial fund to this venture 
capital fund.

The venture capital 
fund so created shall 
invest primarily in recog-
nized start-ups of Jammu 
& Kashmir. The Depart-
ment shall work out 
detailed modalities for 
creation of venture fund 
and its usage in consulta-
tion with Finance Depart-

ment. 
The department may 

also work out a mecha-
nism to facilitate  allot-
ment of  land to start-ups 
having good potential for 
growth. There is also a 
provision of one-time 
assistance as  Seed 
Funding up to Rs.20 
lakhs ( 4 equal instal-
ments)  to  be provided 
to start-ups recognized 
by JKEDI  which is nodal 
agency for  start –ups. 
For seed funding  there is 
capping of  25 start-ups 
per year  which is a  deci-
sion based upon avail-
able budget  and  desire 
to  support  a manage-
able  number of start-ups 
effectively. 

The Government is 
committed to establish  
2000 start-ups in three 
years  but  by providing  
seed funding  to  a small-
er   number of  carefully  
selected  start-ups,  the 
Government can priori-
tize  quantity over quality 
for long term economic 
growth. This will also 
ensure that  the resourc-
es are utilized efficiently. 
The budgetary support 
for implementation of 
Start-up Policy for a 
period of three years will 
be Rs.  39.60 Crores.

In order to nurture and 
inspire entrepreneurial 

talent of J&K by creat-
ing a vibrant and robust 
start-up eco-system in 
the UT. The Government 
felt that there is  a need to  
re-furbish  the  existing 
start-up policy  issued in 
the year 2018 and  bring  
new policy  suited to  
meet model challenges  
in this sector  in the UT 
of J&K. 

The feedback received 
from various stakeholder 
consultations by  Indus-
tries and Commerce 
Department,  need  was 
felt to  strengthen  the 
incubation   and   accel-
eration eco-system for  
start-ups  which has 
been addressed in the 
current policy.   

The implementation 
of this scheme in UT 
shall be  monitored by 
a High Powered Com-
mittee headed by Chief 
Secretary and  imple-
mented  by a  Task Force 
Committee  headed by 
Administrative Secre-
tary, Industries & Com-
merce.

The policy provides for 
providing entrepreneur-
ship facilities to students, 
women  and support 
to the entrepreneurs 
through Government/ 
Private/ High Net worth 
individuals for setting up 
of start-ups.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
Rakesh Mahajan, 
Incharge of BJP All Cells 
in Jammu & Kashmir, on 
Thursday unveiled the 
spiritual album titled 
“Bani Guraa Di” in com-
memoration of Guru 
Ravi Dass Jayanti. 

The official release of 
the album took place 
during a grand event 
held in Jammu today. 

Sahil Mahajan, co 
convenor BJP leader, 
graced the occasion.

The album, “Bani 
Guraa Di,” is a soul-stir-
ring compilation of reli-
gious Bhajans, brought 
to life by the talented 
Athwal Brothers. 

With their exceptional 

singing and composing 
skills, the Athwal Broth-
ers have infused the 
essence of devotion 
into each track, creating 
a spiritually enriching 
experience for listeners.

The music for “Bani 
Guraa Di” has been 
master fully craf ted 
by Chandan Jassu, 
lyrics penned by Rajan 
Athwal, evoke a sense 
of divine connection 
and admiration for Guru 
Ravi Dass Ji.

The album features 
captivating visuals 
directed by KK Mal-
hotra, ingeniously 
enhancing the visual 
storytelling experience 
for the audience.

The release of “Bani 
Guraa Di” under the 

label of Athwal Broth-
ers Music presented a 
milestone in the spiritual 
music genre, represent-
ing a harmonious blend 
of music, lyrics, and 
visuals, all dedicated to 
paying homage to the 
teachings of Guru Ravi 
Dass Ji.

Rakesh Mahajan con-
gratulated the whole 
team for producing this 
marvelous album.

Rakesh provided an 
in-depth exploration of 
the life history of Guru 
Ravi Dass ji, delving into 
his early years, upbring-
ing, spiritual journey, 
teachings, contributions 
to society, and lasting 
impact on followers.

He appealed to them 
to seize the advan-
tages provided by the 
schemes initiated by 
the Modi Government. 
Encouraging self-
sufficiency and entre-
preneurship, he called 
upon young individu-
als to chart their own 
path by establishing 
their startups instead 
of solely relying on gov-
ernment jobs.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) J&K UT general 
secretary Rajesh Gupta 
and media head said 
that the class and caste 
divide in India was such 
that the Dalits and the 
backward have no one 
to represent them in the 
media or big industries, 
nor in the bureaucracy.  

The Narendra Modi 
government’s UGC is 
now issuing a notifica-
tion that reservation for 
SC, ST and OBC posts 
in universities should 
end. 

The BJP is only busy 
in snatching the jobs of 
the youth, said Rajesh 
Gupta.

The BSP on Thursday 
alleged that there is a 
“conspiracy” to end res-

ervation given to SCs, 
STs and OBCs for posts 
in higher education 
institutions, and claimed 
that the Modi govern-
ment is only doing 
“politics of symbolism” 
with regard to Dalits, 
backward classes and 
tribals.

BSP leader accused 
the BJP-led Centre of 
not creating enough 
jobs for the Dalits and 
other backward classes, 
which constitute “90% 
of the population,” and 

discriminating against 
them in his second 
term.’

 “What kind of gov-
ernment is this where 
… Backward classes, 
Dalits, tribals and minor-
ities, who constitute 
about 90% of the total 
population, cannot get 
jobs,” Gupta said. 

“Fifty per cent of the 
population in the coun-
try belongs to backward 
classes, 15% are Dalits, 
8% are tribals and 15% 
are minorities. Shout as 
much as you want but 
you can’t get employ-
ment in this country. 
If you belong to back-
ward, Dalit, tribal or 
poor general category 
then you cannot get a 
job. Modi govt does not 
want you people to get 
jobs,” Gupta said.

AC approves Start-up Policy 2024-27 for J&K

Rakesh Mahajan unveils Atwal Brothers’ 
religious Bhajan ‘Bani Guraa Di’

Modi government failed to empower 
OBCs, Dalits: Rajesh Gupta

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
Administrative Council 
(AC) which met here 
under the chairmanship 
of Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj  Sinha,  accorded 
administrative approval  
for the development of  
seven  new Industrial 
Estates in the UT of 
J&K  spread over 5290 
kanals of land  for an 
amount of Rs. 304.51 
Crores .

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, 
Advisor to the Lieuten-
ant Governor; Atal 
Dulloo, Chief Secretary; 
Mandeep Kumar Bhan-
dari, Principal Secretary 
to Lieutenant Governor 
attended the meeting.

The estimated invest-

ment  in these seven 
new Industrial Estates is 
Rs. 8700.16 Crores  with  
employment potential of 
28376 persons.  These 
7 new Industrial Estates 
are situated at Bander-
pora Budgam, Sem-
pora Medicity, Srinagar, 
Bhagthali, Kathua, 
Karandi ,  Samba, 
Trenz, Shopian,  Hari-
parigam Tral Pulwama  
and Khunmoh, Pantha 
Chowk Srinagar.

New Industrial Estate 
Banderpora Budgam 
involving 64 kanals of 
State Land  shall be 
developed at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 22.74 
crore  by  IRCON. The 
Project would attract 
investment to the extent 
of Rs. 78.12 Crore and 

generate 735 employ-
ments.

New Industrial Estate 
at Sempora Medicity, 
Srinagar involving 517 
kanals of State  land  
shall be  developed at 
an estimated cost of Rs.  
22.60 crore by IRCON. 
The Project would 
attract an investment of 
Rs.1825.45 Crore and 
has employment gener-
ation potential of around 
11643 (approx.)

New Industrial Estate 
at Bhagthali, Kathua 
involving 2949 kanals 
of State Land shall be 
developed at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 83.13 
Crore by NBCC. The 
Project will attract invest-
ment of Rs.4599.89 
crore and  has employ-

ment potential of around 
8278 (approx.)

New Industrial Estate 
at Karandi, Samba 
involving 460 kanals of 
State/Private land shall 
be developed at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 
34.45 Crores  by NBCC. 
The Project will attract 
investment of Rs.756.89 
crore has employment 
potential of around 3965 
(approx.).

The new Industrial  
Estate at Trenz, Shop-
ian  involving  500 
kanals of State land 
shall be developed  at 
an estimated  cost of Rs. 
68.06 crores by NBCC.  
The Project will attract 
investment of Rs.850 
crore has employment 
potential of around 900 

(approx.)
New Industrial Estate 

at Hariparigam Tral Pul-
wama involving of 200 
kanals of land  shall 
be developed at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 
28.17 Crores  by NBCC. 
The Project will attract 
investment of Rs.124.81 
crore and has employ-
ment potential of around 
2500 (approx.).

New Industrial Estate 
at Khunmoh, Pantha 
Chowk Srinagar involv-
ing 600 kanals of land  
shall be developed at 
an estimated cost of  
Rs. 45.36  Crores by 
IRCON. The Project 
will attract investment 
of Rs.465 crore and has 
employment potential of 
around 355 (approx.)

AC approves development of 7 New Industrial Estates

Top News Report

GULMARG, Feb 22: A col-
laborative effort between the 
Gulmarg Ski Patrol of Tour-
ism Department, J&K and J&K 
Police resulted in the successful 
rescue of a group comprising 
six Russian skiers and one local 
guide following an avalanche at 

the higher reaches of Gulmarg, 
known as Army Ridge.

Despite the valiant efforts of 
the rescue team, one Russian 
skier tragically lost his life due to 
the avalanche. Our thoughts and 
condolences are with the family 
and friends of the deceased 
during this difficult time.

It is important to note that the 

avalanche site is located far from 
the Kongdoori area, where the 
4th Khelo India Winter Games 
are currently underway. The 
ongoing sporting events remain 
unaffected by the incident.

The rescued individuals are 
currently under the care of the 
district administration, receiv-
ing basic medical treatment. 

One skier sustained minor inju-
ries but is in stable condition 
and is receiving treatment at 
a local hospital. The response 
and coordinated efforts of the 
rescue team, ski patrol, and 
police played a vital role in 
ensuring the safety and well-
being of those affected by this 
unfortunate incident.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
Apni Party Provincial 
President, and Former 
Minister, Manjit Singh 
has grieved over the 
passing away of Ravi 
Sharma, father-in-law 
of Party’s Provincial 
President of Youth 
Wing, Vipul Bali.

“I express my heart-
felt condolences to the 
bereaved family mem-
bers, especially Vipul 

Bali, whose father-in-
law passed away,” said 
Manjit Singh in his con-
dolence message.

He prayed for the eter-
nal peace of the depart-
ed soul and courage to 
the bereaved family 
members to bear this 
irreparable loss. 

Meanwhile, other 
leaders in the Party 
have expressed their 
solidarity with Vipul 
Bali while condoling the 
demise of his father-in-
law’s untimely demise.

Successful Rescue Operation in Gulmarg 
after Avalanche Strikes Army Ridge

Manjit Singh condoles 
demise of Vipul Bali’s 
father-in-law

Top News Report

SRINAGAR, Feb 22: 
Maroof Khan, Promi-
nent Political Figure, 
expresses deep sorrow 
and concern over the 
recent snow avalanche 
incident in Gulmarg, 
Kashmir, which has 
tragically resulted in 
the trapping of tourists 
and reports of a fatal-
ity. 

As news of this dev-
astating event unfolds, 
Maroof Khan calls for 
immediate action to 
ensure the safety and 
rescue of the victims, 
as well as the local 
community.

Recogniz ing the 
urgency of the situ-
ation, Maroof Khan 
urges the State Disas-
ter Response Force 
(SDRF),  Nat ional 
Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), and the 
Border Roads Organ-
isation (BRO) military 
and security personnel 
to mobilize all available 
resources for the swift 
and efficient rescue 
operation.

Furthermore, Maroof 
Khan appeals to the 
Lieutenant Governor 

of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Manoj Sinha, and 
the local administra-
tion to provide neces-
sary assistance and 
aid to those affected 
by the avalanche. It is 
imperative that com-
prehensive support is 
extended to both the 
trapped tourists and 
the surrounding com-
munity during this chal-
lenging time.

Maroof Khan extend-
ed heartfelt condolenc-
es to the family and 
friends of the deceased 
and stands in solidarity 
with all those impacted 
by this natural disas-
ter. Our thoughts are 
with the affected indi-
viduals, and we remain 
committed to support-
ing efforts to mitigate 
the aftermath of this 
tragic event.

Maroof Khan urges action 
in response to Snow 
Avalanche in Gulmarg
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By: Parsa Venkatesh-
war Rao Jr

It is an embarrassing fact that 
there is no credible Opposi-
tion to the Narendra Modi 

government and the ruling BJP-
NDA even after it has been in 
power for 10 years. There is no 
serious challenge from the politi-
cal Opposition even after Mr Modi 
has been in office for a decade. The 
farmers from Punjab, who had 
protested in 2020-21 and forced 
the government to withdraw three 
controversial laws after a year-long 
agitation, are once again challeng-
ing the government in the run-up 
to the Lok Sabha elections. The 
farmers stand on their own, and no 
party is able to take up their cause. 
They have refused to be co-opted 
by the Opposition parties. Yet, 
they are no dummy Opposition.

The BJP-NDA government is in 
an embarrassing situation at a time 
when Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has already declared victory 
even before the election dates are 
announced, and he is backed to the 
hilt by his Bharatiya Janata Party. 
But the farmers from Punjab have 
shown that it possible to put the 
undisputed leader of the country 
in the dock. There is the possibility 
of cynics saying that the farmers 
are putting up a weak opposition 
to the Modi government because 
when it comes to voting, they are 
not willing to vote against Mr 
Modi and the BJP. This could be 
clearly seen in the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections of 2022, when 
the discontented farmers of west-
ern Uttar Pradesh meekly voted 
for the BJP. The government, in a 
tactical retreat, had withdrawn the 
three farm bills in November 2021, 

in the run-up to the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections. In Punjab, 
the vote went for the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), but the BJP was not a 
player to reckon with in the state.

How will the “Delhi Chalo” agi-
tation of the farmers play out this 
time? Will the Modi government 
strike a compromise with the agi-
tating farmers to ensure victory in 
the elections? The farmers’ protest 
is now confined to Punjab. The 
Haryana and western UP farmers 
said they are watching the situa-
tion, and they would take a deci-
sion on joining the protests. That 
will make the situation embar-
rassing for the Prime Minister 
and the BJP. The much-vaunted 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi Yojana, which guarantees Rs 
6,000 per year, the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana, the two major 
schemes for the farming sector, 
have failed to protect the govern-
ment from the farmers’ protests. It 
only shows that the cosmetic wel-
fare measures have not helped the 
farmers much.

The other question that crops 
up is whether the demands of the 
Punjab farmers, who are consid-
ered to be the agricultural elite of 
the country because of their record 
foodgrain output, are born out of a 
pressing grievance or is it a politi-
cal show of farmers’ power. Farm-
ers from other parts of the country 
are comparatively poor, and they 
have enough reasons to demand 
things from the government, but 
they remain quiet, and they even 
vote for Mr Modi and the BJP. The 
government’s claim that it has 
done more than enough for farm-
ers through various welfare mea-
sures, apart from the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) it offers, is 
as questionable as everything else 

that it claims to have done. It is 
not that the Punjab farmers are not 
beneficiaries of the Modi govern-
ment’s welfare measures. And it is 
not the case that they are so greedy 
that they want more of the goodies 
that the government is offering.

There is some logic to their 
demands, though it is not neces-
sary to concede that government 
should accept all of them because 
there are limitations even for a 
party with a huge majority that 
the BJP has in the outgoing Lok 
Sabha. The negotiations between 
the farmers’ leader and the gov-
ernment’s ministerial team is on a 
collision course, with the farmers 
refusing the government’s offer 
of ensuring MSP for five crops, 
including the three dals, tuwar 
or toor, urad, moong, maize and 
cotton. The farmers’ representa-
tive bodies, the Samyukta Kisan 
Morcha (SKM) and the Kisan 
Mazdoor Morcha (KSM), are not 
willing to compromise on their 
demand for a legally guaranteed 
MSP for 23 crops.

Both the experts and the govern-
ment have argued that MSP cannot 
be guaranteed for all the 23 crops 
because it would mean the gov-
ernment would have to allocate Rs 
11 lakh crores for MSP alone. The 
SKM has argued that legally guar-
anteed MSP does not mean that the 
government will have to procure 
them, but that this ensure that pri-
vate sector players who buy the 
foodgrains in the market cannot 
buy it at a cheaper price than the 
prescribed MSP. It is a reasonable 
claim, but the private sector buyers 
of foodgrains do not find it attrac-
tive to pay the MSP.

How will the Narendra Modi 
government wriggle its way out 
this time? In 2021, all that needed 

to be done was to withdraw the 
three farm bills. This time around 
there is no buffer. The government 
will have to accept the farmers’ 
demands or persuade them to back 
off. The farmers are not willing to 
step back. The farmers can spoil 
the party for the Prime Minister 
and the BJP because they have 
already proclaimed their victory 
even before the elections date is 
announced.

The farmers have managed to 
keep all political parties out of the 
protests. The BJP cannot claim that 
the Opposition is playing with the 
lives and livelihoods of the farmers 
for political gain. There is no politi-
cal factor in the collision between 
the farmers and the government. 
Will the farmers vote against the 
BJP in the Lok Sabha elections if 
there is no resolution of the issues 
that have been raised. The govern-
ment is indeed in a tight corner. 
They cannot agree to the farmers’ 
demands, nor can they turn their 
back on them.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is acutely aware of the threat the 
protests pose to his image. Will 
he manage to come up with a 
magic formula that would satisfy 
the farmers and without the gov-
ernment giving away too much? 
This is a classical political tussle 
between two clearly-defined 
groups: the ruling party on one 
side and the farmers on another. 
If the farmers consolidate as a bloc 
that is arrayed against the govern-
ment, it should indirectly help the 
Opposition parties. When there 
has been a general lament that that 
there is no real opposition to the 
government, the farmers have now 
walked into that vacant space.

By: Dilip Cherian

Based on recent trends 
and data, it appears 
that when it comes to 

appointing chief vigilance 
officers (CVOs) in Central 
PSUs, ministries, and depart-
ments, the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) has a 
clear preference for officers 
from the Indian Railways 
Service cadre. Recently, the 
Centre gave the green light 
to the appointment of more 
than a dozen officers to these 
positions, and notably, a sig-
nificant portion of them hail 
from the Indian Railways Ser-
vice. Sources informed DKB 
that four CVOs belong to the 
ITS, IRS, IT, IP&TA&FS, and 
IoFS, and the rest are from the 
Indian Railway Service.
This trend isn’t surprising, as 

insiders have often suggested 
that railway officers possess a 
unique advantage due to their 
extensive experience in man-
aging complex, capital-inten-
sive projects across diverse 
terrains and climatic zones. 
While certainly officers from 
various other cadres, includ-
ing the IPS, IFoS, ITS, and IRS, 
play equally important roles 
as CVOs, it is quite evident 
that those from the Indian 
Railways Service cadre hold 
a distinct edge. Interestingly, 
the data suggests that IAS 
officers are less preferred for 
CVO posts, or vice versa.
Meanwhile, A.S. Rajeev, 

managing director of the Bank 
of Maharashtra, was selected 
for the post of Vigilance Com-
missioner (VC) by a commit-
tee led by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.
Consumer watchdog aims 

IAS coaching ads
The Central Consumer Pro-

tection Authority (CCPA), the 
regulatory authority of the 
consumer affairs ministry, 
just put a stop sign in front 
of IAS coaching centres’ run-
away hype trains! The con-
sumer watchdog has issued 
notices to several IAS coach-
ing institutes for misleading 
advertisements. These insti-
tutes for civil services exami-
nations will not be allowed 
to use the personal details 
of toppers in their advertise-
ments without their consent. 
The CCPA has introduced 
draft guidelines to rein in the 
advertising tactics of coaching 
institutes.
Sources have informed DKB 

that CCPA chief commission-
er Nidhi Khare explained that 
guidelines have been issued 
following the constitution of 
a committee to oversee the 
misleading advertisements 
by IAS coaching institutes in 
December 2023 and a stake-
holder consultation by CCPA 
on misleading advertisements 
last month.
We’ve often seen ads boast-

ing about 100 per cent selec-
tion rates or showcasing only 
the most exceptional success 

stories. The magnitude of 
inflated claims by institutes 
is huge considering that while 
933 candidates were selected 
in UPSC 2022, ads from just 
10 coaching centres claimed 
that more than 3,300 of their 
“alumni” were selected!
These rules will require 

coaching centres to be trans-
parent about their students’ 
achievements, including 
providing details like their 
names, ranks, and course 
durations. By holding coach-
ing institutes accountable, the 
CCPA is slapping a reality 
check on those flashy, mis-
leading ads, giving future IAS 
aspirants a fair shot without 
all the smoke and mirrors.
Prodded by SC, MHA pushes 

states on DGP appointments
The ministry of home affairs 

(MHA) has directed states to 
adhere to the directives set 
out by the Supreme Court on 
the appointment of officiat-
ing directors general of police 
(DGPs), despite the availabil-
ity of eligible officers.
Recently, Union home sec-

retary Ajay K. Bhalla wrote 
to the chief secretaries of 
seven states — Uttar Pradesh, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Odisha, 
and West Bengal — under-
scoring the imperative to align 
with the Supreme Court’s 
directives, particularly in 
light of the prevalent prac-
tice of installing interim state 
police chiefs. Punjab received 

MHA’s notice regarding this 
matter earlier, concerning 
Gaurav Yadav, while Uttar 
Pradesh saw its fourth succes-
sive officiating DGP within 
a mere 20 months, Prashant 
Kumar, appointed last month.
Mr Bhalla has urged the 

“defaulting” states to follow 
the apex court’s orders to 
ensure that DGPs get a tenure 
of a minimum of two years 
in the post. These directives 
apply solely to states, exempt-
ing union territories such as 
Jammu & Kashmir.
This trend of temporary 

DGPs in Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, UP, and Punjab, 
some serving for more than 
a year, was frowned upon 
by the Supreme Court in the 
Prakash Singh case. It not only 
undermines the stability and 
effectiveness of law enforce-
ment agencies but also raises 
questions regarding transpar-
ency and accountability in 
governance.
Last year, the Bhagwant 

Mann government in Punjab 
moved to amend the Punjab 
Police Act to empower it to 
appoint a DGP of its choice. 
According to Supreme Court 
guidelines, state govern-
ments are supposed to send 
a panel of eligible officers to 
the UPSC, which will shortlist 
three officers from the panel, 
and the state government 
will then choose one from the 
panel.

Helpless is exposing the help-
lessness of the food provider 
who feeds the entire world 

and plays an important role in main-
taining human life but sometimes due 
to weather and sometimes due to lack 
of finance, he dies under the burden of 
debt. Irrespective of the scorching sun 
and bitter cold, the farmer is engaged 
day and night in growing gold from the 
soil, but this gold is sometimes looted 
by the middleman of some market and 
sometimes by some contractor and 
ultimately the political parties use 
them to their vote bank with weapons 
like farm loan waiver. Become a part of.

At first glance, farm loan waiver 
appears to be beneficial to the farm-
ers, but it is like alms given to a beggar 
which may provide relief for some time 
but after some time, he has to helpless-
ly extend his hands to the people. Farm 
loan waiver comes into limelight as the 
general elections approach. Politicians 
make their living under the guise of 
this and collect votes in their favor by 
holding the promise of loan waiver in 
the hands of farmers.

This loan waiver system, which start-
ed during the time of Honorable V.P. 
Singh, has today become a scourge for 
the farmers and India itself. Since agri-
culture is essentially a state subject and 
states are already short of finances, the 
resulting loan waiver devastates the 
economy of the states. Loan waiver not 
only weakens the states but also hol-
lows out the entire country’s economy 
from within. Many welfare schemes are 
not completed with the money spent on 
farm loan waiver; Construction related 
expenses are reduced; The country’s 
fiscal deficit increases; The condition 
of banks immersed in NPA worsens 
due to which banks are unable to give 
loans to new entrepreneurs and as a 
result of reduction in production activ-
ities, the economic pace of the entire 
country slows down.

The far-reaching consequences of the 
economic recession lead to distrust 
in India’s economy at the global level 
and a reduction in foreign investment, 
which leads to a situation of poverty in 
our economy. India is also given a poor 
credit rating by various credit rating 
agencies. 

 However, some positive results 
of agricultural loan waiver are also 
achieved, such as some farmers get 
freedom from debt and achieve a 
strong economic position by increasing 
the yield. Farmers can use the money 
left from this loan waiver to buy new 
technology for agriculture, strengthen 
their position by increasing production 
through the availability of high quality 
expensive grains, fertilizers, pesticides, 
etc. and can also ensure food securi-
ty in the country. . But this benefit is 
mainly limited to big farmers only.

Apart from the farmers, the govern-
ment is also equally responsible for 
this situation. There is a lack of agri-
culture related infrastructure in the 
country. In India, which ranks second 
in the Hunger Index, a lot of food grains 
lie outside and rot due to lack of stor-
age facilities. Due to lack of means of 
transportation, farmers are not able to 
deliver their produce from their fields 
to the market on time, due to which 
they do not get fair prices.

There are immense possibilities 
hidden in the agriculture sector, for 
this the cooperation of the govern-
ment is needed. Kisan Credit Card, 
Soil Health Card, Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana, Sampada Yojana are being 
run by the government but due to their 
not being implemented properly, the 
benefits received from them are neg-
ligible. Various studies show that only 
6 farmers are able to avail the benefit 
of minimum support price.

EDITORIAL

Rail officers are preferred for CVO roles in public sector

Punjab’s farmers the real Opposition to Modi, BJP

LISTEN TO FOOD 
PROVIDER
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: Apni 
Party Provincial Presi-
dent, Trade Union, Raj 
Sharma has demanded 
revamp of the devel-
opmental activities 
in Bajalta following a 
public meeting.

As per the press 
release, the meeting 
was held to discuss 
developmental issues, 
and review the present 
situation of the colonies 
of the Schedule Caste 
community.

During the interaction 
with the people, Raj 
Sharma held detailed 
deliberation with the 
people, and interacted 
with the people for four 
hours in which they 
informed him about the 
worsening condition of 
development.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Raj Sharma 

expressed his concern 
over the poor pace of 
development in the 
rural area even as the 
Central Govt has pro-
vided ample funds for 
the same.

He criticized the con-
cerned department for 
ignoring the develop-
mental works at the vil-

lage level.
He demanded that 

revamp of the develop-
mental works in Bajalta 
especially where the 
lanes, drain, and roads 
are yet to be developed 
and made motorable. 
He however assured all 
possible support to the 
people.

Top News Report

BASOHLI, Feb 22: 
A total of 45 students 
from Higher Secondary 
Schools (HSS) Sanan-
ghat, HS Jankhar, and 
HS Plakh participated 
in an  educational 
study visit organized 
by the Zonal Education 
Office, Basohli, under 
the Rashtriya Avishkar 
Abhiyan (RAK) initiative 
of SAMAGRA. The visit 
aimed to broaden the 
students’ perspectives 
and expose them to 
diverse learning experi-
ences beyond the 

classroom.
Warm Welcome and 

Insights into RAK:
Upon arrival, the stu-

dents were warmly wel-
comed by Zonal Edu-
cation Officer, Basohli, 
Lalit Sharma, and his 

staff members. 
 Sharma briefed the 

students about the sig-
nificance of RAK and 
its role in fostering sci-
entific temperament 
and innovation among 
young minds.

Engaging Interaction 
at DIET Basohli:

The first stop on the 
itinerary was DIET 
Basohli, the premier 
institution for training 
government teachers 
in the district. The stu-

dents had an enriching 
interaction with Principal 
Roshan Lal and senior 
faculty members, gain-
ing valuable insights into 
the teacher training pro-
cess and the crucial role 
of DIETs in shaping the 
future of education.

Next, the students 
embarked on a fascinat-
ing journey to Mini Goa 
Purthu and Atal Setu 
Basohli. At Mini Goa 
Purthu, they marveled 
at the breathtaking natu-

ral beauty, while Atal
Setu, a magnificent 

bridge, provided a 
glimpse into the marvels 
of modern engineering. 

These visits sparked 
the students’ curiosity 
about science, technol-
ogy, and their applica-
tions in real-world sce-
narios.

Immersion in the Artis-
tic Heritage of Basohli.

The study visit con-
cluded with a visit to 
the Vishawsthali Paint-

ing Centre, Basohli, 
renowned for its tradi-
tional miniature paint-
ings. The students 
interacted with artists, 
learned about the 

rich artistic heritage 
of the region, and wit-
nessed the intricate 
techniques involved in 
creating these exquisite 
masterpieces.

The study visit proved 
to be a highly enrich-
ing experience for the 
students, igniting their 
curiosity, broadening 
their knowledge base, 
and fostering a deeper 
appreciation for various 
fields of learning. The 
Zonal Education Office, 
Basohli, remains com-
mitted to organizing 
such initiatives that 
empower students and 
nurture their holistic 
development.

45 Students from HSS Sananghat, HS Jankhar, 
HS Plakh embark on Educational Study Visit 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: Ivy Hospital, Amritsar launched a 
stroke helpline number 9988749494 today.

Speaking during the occasion, Dr. Yanish Bhanot 
senior neurosurgeon said that stroke is emerging as 
the new epidemic worldwide with 1.5 to 2.0 million new 
stroke cases being reported across the globe every year. 

The actual numbers are bound to be higher, as many of 
these patients never reach health care facilities. Every-
day around 3000-4000 stroke happen in India and not 
more than 2-3% are treated, he pointed out.

Dr. Sarabjit  Singh neurologist said,” Worldwide inci-
dence rate of stroke in 60-100 cases per 100,000 popu-
lation per year, whereas in India it is close to 145-145 
cases per 100,000/year. India accounts for 60 % of all 
stroke patients globally.”

The reason for increased incidence in India is lack of 
awareness about the disease per se and the methods 
of prevention, asserted another neurologist Dr. Jagbir 
Singh.

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, Feb 22: A 
five days Crash Course 
on new Criminal Laws-
2023 commenced at 
PTTI Vijaypur in which   
50 Police person-
nel including SHOs, 
Incharge Police Posts 
and Investigating Offi-
cers of various units of 
Jammu-Kathua-Samba 
Range are participat-
ing. The course is being 
organized on the direc-
tions of J&K Police 
Headquarters with an 
objective to familiarize 
the Police personnel 
with the key provisions 
of new Criminal Laws-
2023 recently promul-
gated by the Central 

Govt. so that these 
Laws are implemented 
on ground in letter and 
spirit.   

The course was for-
mal ly inaugurated 
by Shr i Dushyant 
Sharma, SSP who in 
his inaugural address, 
briefed the participat-
ing off icers/off icials 
and emphasized upon 
them to gain knowl-
edge of all the three 
new Criminal Laws viz.  
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita-2023, Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha San-
hita-2023 and Bharati-
ya Sakshya Adhini-
yam-2023 for their 
proper use on ground 
after implementation of 
these Laws.  

Pawan Khajuria, Retd. 
Joint Director Prosecu-
tion  was also invited as 
guest speaker on the 
occasion who delivered 
an impressive lecture to 
the trainees focusing 
on understanding the 
New Criminal Laws to 
address the contempo-
rary challenges in law 
enforcement. 

A m o n g  o t h e r s ,  
Khushwant Singh 
Dy.SP (Admn.), Sur-
rinder Paul, Dy.SP 
(Indoor/Tech.), Ch. 
Asif Iqbal, Sr.PO and 
Course Coordinator of 
the Course,  Ram Lal 
(CLI), Inspr. Surinder 
Singh (CDI), Inspr. 
Mulkh Raj were present 
on the occasion.

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Feb 22: 
To promote the greater 
use of mother tongue, 
Department of Dogri 
in collaboration with 
Department of Urdu 
observed February 21st 
as International Mother 
Language Day also 
known as Matribhasha 
Diwas under the patron-
age of Principal Prof. 
(Dr.) Romesh Kumar 
Gupta. Dr. Anju Rani, 
HOD Dogri and Prof. 
Sanjeev Kumar, HOD 
Urdu organized the 
event under the theme 
“Multilingual Educa-
tion- A Pillar of Learning 
and Intergenerational 
Learning”. 

Multilingualism is a 
significant aspect of 
education in India and 
plays a role in pre-
serving and promot-
ing regional languages 
and cultures. With 
the implementation of 
the National Educa-

tion Policy (NEP) and 
recent initiatives like the 
three language policy 
highlight the value of 
employing the mother 
tongue in the teaching-
learning process and 
developing educational 
resources.  

 While addressing 
the students and fac-
ulty members, Princi-
pal Prof. (Dr.) Romesh 
Kumar Gupta stressed 
on the need for making 
collective efforts to pre-
serve and promote our 
mother tongue. 

He highlighted the 
need for Multilingualism 
in education to provide 
students with an inclu-
sive and effective learn-
ing environment. 

Dr. Anju Rani, HOD 
Dogri emphasized the 
need to promote Dogri 
language because it is 
not just the means of 
communication but it 
is also the repository 
of Dogra culture and 
heritage. She further 

highlighted the efforts 
of promotion and pres-
ervation of Dogri lan-
guage. 

 Dr. Rafia Akhter, 
faculty in department 
of Urdu exhorted the 
significance of Urdu 
language as a symbol 
of unity and its role in 
fostering national inte-
gration and harmony in 
India. 

Around 50 students 
attended the event and 
10 students expressed 
their opinions on rele-
vance of Dogri and Urdu 
language. The entire 
proceedings of the 
event was conducted by 
Prof. Anoksha Sharma, 
HOD Sociology. 

The programme con-
veyed the message of 
My Language, My Pride. 
The event was graced 
by Prof. Rajni Kumari, 
Prof. Shivi Mehra, Dr. 
Sumit Rana, Dr. Pinky 
Rakwal, Dr. Kuljeet 
Singh, Dr. Nishi Slathia 
and Pratibha Heer.

Raj Sharma demands revamp of 
developmental activities in Bajalta

Stroke helpline 
number launched

Five days crash course on new criminal 
law commences at  PTTI Vijaypur 

GDC Udhampur celebrates 
International Mother language Day

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: The 
starcast of upcoming 
Punjabi Movie “Boo 
Main Dargi ” will visit 
Aryans Group of Col-
leges, Rajpura on 26th 
February (Monday) 
over a meet and greet 
session and will also 
perfom.

The movie is directed 
by Manjeet Singh Tony. 
and will feature Roshan 
Prince, Isha Rikhi, 

Karamjit Anmol and 
Yograj Singh as lead 
characters. It is a horror 
comedy movie in which 
there is a ghost in the 
mansion on one side 
and the whole village 
on the other side and 
in that village Pali and 
Shinda who love each 
other very much.How 
the villagers eventually 
drive away the ghosts 
and how Shinda and 
Pali become one is well 
portrayed in the film.

Punjabi actors Prince, 
Yograj to perform in 
Aryans Campus on  Feb 26

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
G a n e s h  K u m a r 
Sharma, Senior Inter-
nationally recognized 
Sculptor of Jammu and 
Kashmir UT, has been 
awarded “International 
Michael Angelo Award” 
by Art and Literature 

International Diamond 
Academy, Hungary. 

 Ganesh Sharma 
received this Interna-
tional award for his cre-
ation “Ganesha Sculp-
ture” made in green 
textured granite stone. 

 Ganesh Sharma’s 
sculpture selected 
amongst the worldwide 
received entries from 
the eminent senior con-
temporary artists. 

The Art and Literature 
International Diamond 

Academy, Hungary, 
organized International 
competition and invited 
entries of all kinds of art 
from eminent senior art-
ists across the globe. 

The prest ig ious 
“Michael Angelo Inter-
national Award” con-
tains  Citation,  Interna-
tional Certificate,  Gold 
- Medal, and  Trophy, 
presented virtually by 
President of the Acad-
emy,  Maria Lipták, 
Ambassador Dr. Issam 
Qarni Kamel,  on 20th 
February 2024.

  It is mentioned here 
that the prestigious 
International art and lit-
erature Diamond Acad-
emy is officially Inter-
nationally Accredited, 
is organizing regularly 
International events of 
art, culture and litera-
ture. 

Ganesh  Kumar 
Sharma,  presently 
residing at Hiranagar 
has been dedicated 
to art and culture from 
more than forty five 
years, and his many 
creations are in perma-
nent collections in gal-
leries of government as 
well as private galleries 
in India and abroad.  

Ganesh Sharma awarded 
“International Michael 
Angelo Award” 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: In 
connection with Inter-
national Mother Tongue 
Day, a Dogri song com-
petition was organized at 
Shakti Shiksha Kendra 
Higher Secondary 
School, Marh by Dogri 
Sanstha Jammu in col-
laboration with Dogri 
Sahitya Sabha, Marh.  

The students of the 
school participated 
enthusiastically in this 
competition in which  

Krishna Kumar bagged 
first, Bharti Moton 
second and Geetika 
Sharma third prize.  The 
winners were presented 
cash and Dogri books 
and the remaining par-
ticipants  were also pre-
sented  Dogri books.

The program was pre-
sided over by Prof. Lalit 
Magotra, President, 
Dogri Sanstha Jammu 
whereas Dr. Rakesh 
Kaul, Principal, Govern-
ment Degree College, 
Marh was the Chief 

Guest and Inderjit Kesar, 
Vice President, Dogri 
Sanstha Jammu was 
the special guest on the 
ocassion. 

The function was 
attended by galaxy of 
literature lovers includ-
ing  Puran Chandra 
Sharma, President 
Dogri Sahitya Sabha 
Madh, Lalchand Gan-
dotra, Sushil Begana, 
Dr. Sheetal Sharma, 
Karuneshwar Gandotra, 
Principal, Shakti Shiksha 
Kendra Higher Second-

ary School, Madh and 
others.   

Dr. Rakesh Kaul while 
addressing the gather-
ing elaborated about the 
importance of mother 
tongue and Prof. Lalit 
Magotra, who pre-
sided over the function 
inspired the children to 
speak in  Dogri language 
and read as much Dogri 
literature as possible.  

The program was con-
ducted by Pawan Verma 
and vote of thanks was 
presented  by Puran 
Chandra Sharma.

Dogri Sanstha Jammu celebrates 
International Mother Tongue Day 
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The 71st Miss World pageant gets rolling
The Indian Tourism 

Development Corpo-
ration (ITDC) and the 
Ministry of Tourism col-
laborated to organise a 
grand inaugural dinner, 
marking the commence-
ment of the 71st edition 
of the esteemed Miss 
World pageant, ‘Beauty 
With A Purpose’, in 
India.

The event unfolded at 
The Ashok, New Delhi, 
on the evening of Tues-
day, welcoming the Miss 
World Organisation and 
its distinguished entou-
rage. A total of 117 
contestants, represent-
ing nations worldwide, 
graced the occasion in 
their traditional attire, 
showcasing a vibrant 
tapestry of cultures and 

customs.
The evening radiated 

with positivity, beauty, 
and empowerment, as 

distinguished personali-
ties from various sectors 
joined in extending a 
warm Indian welcome to 

the global ambassadors 
of grace and charm.

Julia Morley, chairman 
and CEO of the Miss 

World Organisation, 
expressed profound 
gratitude for the gra-
cious reception in India, 
emphasising the organ-
isation’s commitment 
to empowering women 
globally.

She said, “We feel 
incredibly honoured by 
the enthusiastic and 
warm welcome extend-
ed to us in India. As we 
embark on this journey, 
we are deeply touched 
by the hospitality and 
spirit of camaraderie 
displayed by the Indian 
people. We are looking 
forward to joining in the 
festivities and contrib-
uting to the meaning-
ful initiatives aimed at 
empowering women 
across the globe.”

Vidya Balan had 
lodged an FIR against 
an unknown person 
with the Mumbai police 
for creating a fake Ins-
tagram account in her 
name and asking for 
money from people. 
According to Mumbai 
police, an unknown 
person who created an 
identical Instagram ID 
asked people for money 
by assuring them of 
jobs. Khar Police has 
registered an FIR under 
Section 66 (C) of IT.

The police further 
said that he was asking 
people for money by 
assuring them of jobs.

Vidya Balan files FIR against 
unknown person for creating fake 
Instagram account in her name

Actor Sonam Kapoor 
describes her father 
and actor Anil Kapoor 
as an “extreme one” 
who doesn’t smoke and 
drink, and her mother 
a “health conscious” 
woman who keeps him 
in check — especial-
ly when he feels like 
indulging himself.

Attributing her father’s 
youth to his “Peshawari 
genes”, Sonam, speak-
ing here at the launch of 
Dr Shiv K Sarin’s book, 
“Own Your Body: A Doc-
tor’s Life-saving Tips” 
by Bloomsbury India, 
explained the lifestyle of 
the three Kapoor broth-
ers — Anil, Boney, and 
Sanjay.

“My father is an 

extreme, he doesn’t 
drink, smoke or do any-
thing. 

Boney chachu loves 
the good life, he loves 
to eat, occasionally 
he likes to drink, and 
Sanjay chachu is a mod-
erate one, in between. 
But they all are good-
looking healthy men,” 
said Sonam.

Here, the 38-year-old 
also gave the example 
of film producer and her 
grandfather Surinder 
Kapoor, who “besides 
his white hair”, looked 
the same till the time he 
passed away in 2011.

However, Kapoor cred-
ited her mother, who 
has been “very health 
conscious” from the 

very beginning, for her 
father’s youthfulness in 
his 60s.

“Honestly, since I 
remember my mom 
started the first personal 
training gym in Mumbai. 
This was many many 
years ago..”

“So it is my mother 
who has been very very 
healthy from the very 
beginning..very health 
conscious..my dad 
would love to indulge 
sometimes but my 
mother kind of controls 
him like a very good 
Indian wife,” she added.

The book launch 
was also attended 
by Sonam’s husband 
Anand Ahuja and father-
in-law Harish Ahuja.

My father is an extreme, neither drinks nor 
smokes: Sonam Kapoor

It’s a special night for superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan as he won an award in 
the Best Actor category at Dadasa-
heb Phalke International Film Festival 
Awards (DPIFF) 2024. SRK was hon-
oured for his performance in Atlee’s 
directorial Jawan.

In an acceptance speech, he quipped, 
“Shukriya sari jury member ka jinhone 
mujhko best actor ke liye layak samjha 
aur bhaut saal ho gaye mujhe best actor 
ka award nahin mila toh aisa lagne laga 
tha ki ab milega hi nahin.

Mujhe bhaut khushi hai. Mujhe awards 
bhaut ache lagte hai ...main thoda laal-
chi hu, greedy hu. (I thank jury who con-
sidered me worthy of the Best Actor 
award. I have not received the Best 
Actor Award in a long time.

It seemed as if I would not get it 
again...So I am extremely happy. I like 
awards. I am a bit greedy). Nayanthara 
bagged the Best Actress award for her 
performance in Jawan.”

Shah Rukh Khan, Nayanthara win 
Best Actor’ and Best Actress award 
at Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 2024

The Bombay High 
Court on Thursday 
quashed the Look 
Out Circulars (LOCs) 
issued against Rhea 
Chakraborty, her broth-
er and father by the 
CBI in connection with 
its probe into the death 
of actor Sushant Singh 
Rajput.

A division bench of 
Justices Revati Mohite 
Dere and Manjusha 
Deshpande allowed the 
petitions filed by Rhea 
Chakraborty, her broth-
er Showik and their 
father Indrajit against 
the LOCs issued against 
them in 2020.

CBI’s advocate Shree-
ram Shirsat requested 
the bench to stay the 
operation of its order for 
a period of four weeks 
so that the agency could 
file an appeal in the 
Supreme Court.

The HC bench, how-
ever, refused to stay its 
order.

Rajput was found dead 
in his apartment in sub-
urban Bandra on June 
14, 2020.

While the Mumbai 
police registered an 
Accidental Death Report 
and started a probe into 
the case, Rajput’s father 
in July 2020 lodged a 
complaint with the Bihar 
police, alleging that the 
actor’s girlfriend Rhea 
Chakraborty and her 
family members had 

abetted his suicide.
The case was later 

transferred to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) which has 
since then been carrying 
out a probe into it.

The LOCs were issued 
in August 2020 against 
Rhea Chakraborty, her 
brother and their father. 

Sushant Singh Rajput death case: 
Bombay High Court quashes LOCs 
issued against Rhea Chakraborty

An unfiltered opinion 
of Mumbai influencer 
Sakshi Shivdasani on 

vada pav during a show 
‘Having Said That’, ini-
tiated a heated debate 

among netizens. The 
video is doing the 
rounds on the internet 
wherein Shivdasani can 
be heard saying, “I think 
Vada Pav is trash. Like I 
hate Vada Pav from the 
bottom of my heart! It’s 
just nostalgia. There’s 
no way you think boiled 
potatoes and bread 
make sense.”

While a segment of 
viewers agreed with 
her, the other trolled her 
for her South Bombay 
accent. 

Among the mixed 
responses received 
from viewers, one was, 
“Some people physi-
cally live in India but 
in their mind they think 
they’re living in the US 
and they act like this 
too.” Another user said, 
“I so agree with her last 
point. Chutney is bae.”

The beloved street 
food of Mumbai and an 
‘iconic snack’ probably 
deserved a little more 
respect from a Mumbai-
kar.

Mumbai influencer Sakshi 
Shivdasani trolled for calling 
vada pav ‘trash’

Rakul Preet Singh and Jackky Bhagnani, who have 
been dating each other for a long time, tied the knot 
on Wednesday in a traditional Sikh wedding ceremony 
called the anand karaj.

The wedding was attended by the couple’s family 
members and close friends in Goa. From Shilpa 
Shetty to Arjun Kapoor, Varun Dhawan and Esha 
Deol, who’s who of Bollywood marked their presence 
at the ceremony to bless the couple on embarking on 
their new journey.

Rakul Preet Singh, 
Jackky Bhagnani tie the 
knot in intimate Sikh 
wedding ceremony

Nimrat Kaur will share screen space with 
Amitabh Bachchan in her next film Sec-
tion 84.

According to actor Nimrat Kaur, an actor 
can never orchestrate a perfect timing for 
anything in their career, “because every-
thing depends on where the tide and the 
winds take you,” she said.

In a candid chat, Kaur looked back at 
her trajectory, asserting how she loves 
dabbling across genres, be it in India or 
abroad. “Homeland (2014) happened right 
after The Lunchbox (2013). That’s what 
came my way and there was no question 
about doing or not doing it. When you’re 
ready for something, it falls in your lap,” the 
41-year-old said upon being asked about 
going international with Homeland.

Kaur is currently on a different route all 
together. She’s honing her Kathak talent. 
She feels while an Indian art form gives you 
dedication and discipline, Kathak is some-
thing she always wanted to learn since her 
childhood. “I did a little bit of it in school. I 
made a resolution this year. So why wait? 
I’m now learning it under the guidance of Pt 
Rajendra Chaturvedi. I love the feeling of 
being a student, of wearing Indian clothes. 
It’s a lovely routine, so feminine and rich,” 
Kaur shared.

And what about the hashtag “Bharat ki 
Nimrat” in her Instagram post? “I am a 
daughter of the soil but I have a life all over 
the world. When I go abroad for work, I feel 
there’s a great amount of love and pride in 
representing our country. So sentimentally, 

I find this hashtag very congruent with my 
sentiments,” she explained.

With films like Sajini Shinde Ka Viral Video 
(2023), Dasvi (2022) and Airlift (2016), web 
series including The Test Case (2017) and 
School of Lies (2013) and international 
shows Wayward Pines (2016) and Foun-
dation (2013) under her kitty, Kaur believes 
such variety opens up her exposure as an 
actor.

“Nowadays with OTT and the expansion 
of content there, one gets to play with dif-
ferent roles. Even the next one that I am 
about to embark on is going to be some-
thing I’ve never attempted before, and I’m 
equally scared and excited for it.”

But she refrained from divulging much 
details about her next film Section 84, also 

starring Amitabh Bachchan. She did accept 
that “it’s one of my most exciting and thrill-
ing projects. Working with Mr. Bachchan is 
like a bucket list thing. I feel very fortunate 
to have been in close proximity working 
with him. Just saying that is surreal.”

Lastly, we also reminded her that her fan 
favourite music video Tera Mera Pyar will 
clock 20 years in 2025. “I love that every-
body still calls me the Tera Mera Pyar girl. 
It’s absolutely charming and adorable even 
after almost two decades. People tag me in 
reels and different renditions of the song on 
Instagram. I would love to recreate it some 
time,” she said with excitement.

She also added, “With Valentine’s Day 
coming up, I feel like it’s really the song 
that can totally be brought back.”

Nimrat Kaur on learning Kathak: Love the feeling of being a student
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AHMEDABAD, Feb 
22 (Agencies): Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday gave 
the target of making 
GCMMF, which owns 
Amul brand, the number 
one dairy company in 
the world from its cur-
rent eighth position.

The PM was speaking 
at the golden jubilee 
celebration of the Guja-
rat Cooperative Milk 
Marketing Federation 

(GCMMF), which mar-
kets its products under 
the brand ‘Amul’, at the 
Narendra Modi stadium 
here.

“While the global dairy 
sector is developing at 
2 per cent per annum, 
India’s dairy sector is 
developing at 6 per 
cent,” Modi said.

“ To d a y,  A m u l 
(GCMMF) is the eight 
largest dairy company 
in the world, your target 

is to make it number 
one, the government will 
give all its support. This 
is Modi’s guarantee,” he 
said.

Addressing thousands 
of members of the coop-
erative dairy union who 
had come from all over 
the state, Modi said after 
India’s independence 
many brands were cre-
ated, but none of them 
is like ‘Amul’.

Modi said the contribu-
tion of women is para-
mount in the develop-
ment of the country’s 
dairy cooperative move-
ment.

“India’s dairy sector 
has seen women-led 
development...women 
are the backbone of the 
dairy sector,” he said. 

Make ‘Amul’ producer Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation world’s biggest dairy 
company, PM Modi tells stakeholders

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday underlined 
his government’s commitment 
to fulfilling its pledge for the wel-
fare of farmers, asserting that 
a “historic” hike in sugarcane’s 
price is part of such efforts.

This will benefit crores of sug-
arcane farmers, he said in a 
series of posts on X, highlight-
ing several decisions taken by 
the Union Cabinet on Wednes-
day.

The Cabinet meeting headed 
by Modi hiked the minimum 
price that mills have to pay to 
sugarcane growers by Rs 25 to 
Rs 340 per quintal for the 2024-
25 season starting October.

An official statement had said 
after the decision, “The new 
FRP will ensure prosperity of 

sugarcane farmers. It is note-
worthy that India is already 
paying the highest price of sug-
arcane in the world and despite 
that the government is ensuring 
the world’s cheapest sugar to 
domestic consumers.”

Reacting to other Cabinet 
decisions, he said the step 

taken by it relating to the 
National Livestock Mission will 
bring exciting opportunities for 
entrepreneurs alongside major 
boosts in fodder production and 
breed conservation.

The government on Wednes-
day modified the National 
Livestock Mission by including 

various activities and providing 
50 per cent capital subsidy to 
individuals and organisations 
for establishing horse, donkey, 
mule, and camel entrepreneur-
ship.

The government on Wednes-
day also eased Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) norms in the 
space sector by allowing 100 
per cent overseas investment 
in making components for satel-
lites, as part of efforts to attract 
overseas players and private 
companies into the segment.

Lauding this, Modi said, 
“Charting new orbits for growth 
and innovation! Our government 
has updated the FDI policy in 
the space sector, paving the 
way for a galaxy of opportuni-
ties.”

Sugarcane price hike shows govt committed to 
fulfilling its pledge for farmers’ welfare: PM Modi

The Cabinet meeting headed by Modi hiked the minimum price that mills have to pay to 
sugarcane growers by Rs 25 to Rs 340 per quintal for the 2024-25 season starting October.

NEW DELHI, Feb 
22 (Agencies): The 
Enforcement Director-
ate has issued fresh 
summons to Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
asking him to appear 
before it on February 
26 for questioning in 
the excise policy-linked 
money-laundering case, 
official sources said on 
Thursday.

The central agency, 
while issuing the sev-
enth summons under 
the provisions of the 
Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
has rejected his conten-
tion that a fresh notice 
for his attendance was 
wrong as the matter is 
sub judice before a local 
court.

Kejriwal has been 
asked to depose on 
February 26 and record 
his statement in the 

excise policy-linked 
money-laundering case, 
sources said.

The ED had recently 
filed a fresh complaint 
against the 55-year-old 
national convenor of the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
for disobeying its sum-
mons in the case.

The court listed the 
matter for further hear-
ing on March 16 as it 
exempted him from 
personal appearance 
last week.

The court also said that 
from the contents of the 

complaint and the mate-
rial placed on record 
(by the ED), prima facie 
offence under Section 
174 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) is made out 
and there are sufficient 
grounds for proceed-
ing against the accused 
(Kejriwal).

The ED believes the 
local court has prima 
facie held Kejriwal guilty 
of “disobeying” the ear-
lier notices issued to him 
in this case, warranting 
the seventh summons, 
official sources said. 

Enforcement Directorate issues 
fresh summons to Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal in excise policy case

KOLKATA, Feb 22 
(Agenc ies):  West 
Bengal DGP Rajeev 
Kumar on Thursday said 
police would listen to the 
complaints of every indi-
vidual in Sandeshkhali 
and strict action would 
be taken against those 
found guilty.

Kumar, who went 
to Sandeshkhali on 
Wednesday and stayed 
there overnight to 
assess the situation 
in the troubled areas 
in North 24 Parganas 
district of West Bengal, 
assured of strict action 
against those found 
involved in torturing 
women.

“I came here to talk 
to my officers. It’s our 
responsibility to see the 
well-being of the people. 
We will listen to the com-
plaints of every individu-
al. If there is any incident 

regarding land grabbing 
or anything else, we 
will take strict action 
against those found 
guilty. If people are 
found involved in torture, 
we will take appropriate 
action against them,” 
Kumar told reporters at 
Dhamakhali on Thurs-
day morning.

Kumar, in his first visit 
to the area since the 

protests began, held 
meetings with ADG 
South Bengal Supratim 
Sarkar, Basirhat Police 
District SP Hasan 
Mehedi Rehman and 
other police officers 
and also visited adjoin-
ing islands of Situlia, 
Sardarpara and Manipur 
on Wednesday evening 
to understand the situa-
tion there.

A special team of the 
National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) 
constituted to inves-
tigate allegations of 
sexual violence and land 
grabbing will visit Sand-
eshkhali.

The NHRC has issued 
notices to West Bengal 
chief secretary BP 
Gopalika and DGP and 
sought reports regard-
ing the incidents of vio-
lence in Sandeshkhali 
and details about the 
action taken against the 
perpetrators of crimes 
there within four weeks.

On Wednesday, police 
registered the second 
gang-rape case against 
the three of the prime 
accused -- Shajahan 
Sheikh, Uttam Sardar 
and Sibaprasad Hazra 
after a woman recorded 
her statement under 
Section 164 of the Code 

of Criminal Procedure 
before a magistrate, an 
official said.

The trio has been 
booked under Sections 
376-D (gangrape), 342 
(wrongfully confine any 
person) and 506 (crimi-
nal intimidation) of the 
IPC.

Sandeshkhali grabbed 
media attention after a 
mob attack on Enforce-
ment Directorate offi-
cials on January 5. The 
officials went there to 
search the premises of 
TMC leader Shajahan 
Sheikh in connection 
with an alleged ration 
distribution scam.

The protesting women 
in Sandeshkhali alleged 
that Shajahan and his 
“gang”, including Hazra 
and Sardar, captured 
swathes of land by 
force, besides sexually 
harassing them.

Police will listen to each complaint in West Bengal’s 
Sandeshkhali; strict action to follow if someone is 
found guilty: DGP

PANAJI, Feb 22 (Agencies): A case 
has been registered against a Russian 
national for allegedly sexually assault-
ing a six-year-old girl, who also belongs 
to his country, in North Goa district, 
police said on Thursday.

The incident took place on the inter-
vening night of February 4-5 when the 
victim, who is currently on a vacation 
in Goa with her parents, attended an 
overnight study camp organised by the 
accused at Arambol in North Goa.

She informed about it to her parents 
on Monday, as per a complaint filed by 
them with the Women and Child Protec-
tion Unit of Goa police.

The accused, identified as Ilia Vasu-
lev, has been conducting such study 
camps in Goa, mostly for the children 
of foreign nationals, according to police.

Superintendent of Police (Women and 

Child Protection Unit) Bousette Silva 
told PTI that the accused “inappropri-
ately touched the victim, which she nar-
rated to her parents on Monday, much 
after the incident took place.”

Following the complaint filed by the 
girl’s parents on Monday, an FIR was 
registered against the accused under 
Indian Penal Code section 376 (rape), 
and provisions pertaining to sexual 
assault under the Goa Children’s Act 
and the Protection Of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, he said.

“The police are on the lookout for the 
accused. We have written a letter to the 
Foreigners Regional Registration Office 
(FRRO) to check his whereabouts and 
ascertain whether he is still in the coun-
try or has left for Russia,” the official 
said. Silva said both the parents of the 
victim are Russians.

Russian national booked by Goa 
police for sexually assaulting 
minor girl from his countryNEW DELHI, Feb 22 

(Agencies): Normalisa-
tion of scores for the 
Common University 
Entrance Test (CUET)-
UG is likely to be done 
away with this year with 
the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) planning 
a rejig of the crucial 
exam for its third edi-
tion, according to top 
officials.

The exam, which is 
spread over a month, is 
likely to be conducted 
in a shorter duration as 
the agency is contem-
plating a hybrid mode, 
including OMR sheets 
and a computer-based 
test. The move will also 
ensure that most of the 

students get a chance to 
take the exam in a city of 
their choice.

“The NTA is work-
ing on the possibility of 
conducting papers with 
a large registration in 
the OMR mode. This will 
help us choose a large 
number of schools as 
test centres. This will 
ensure that the students 
will get a centre within 
their town or city and 
do not have to travel to 
faraway places,” Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) Chairman 
M Jagadesh Kumar told 
agency.

“Adopting the pen-and-
paper mode for subjects 

with a large registration 
and a computer-based 
test for papers with a 
smaller registration will 
ensure that the CUET-
UG can be conducted in 
a shorter duration unlike 
in the last two years. The 
hybrid mode promotes 
equal opportunities for 
all, ensuring that geo-

graphical constraints do 
not hinder the students’ 
educational aspirations 
in rural and remote 
areas,” Kumar said.

He said conducting the 
exam for a subject on a 
single day will eliminate 
the need for normalisa-
tion of scores.

“For the last two years, 

we had to conduct the 
test for the same paper 
over a period of two 
or three days in our 
endeavour to provide 
the first-choice centre 
to the students as much 
as possible.

But this year, by adopt-
ing the OMR mode, a 
large number of cen-
tres will be available at 
schools and colleges, 
enabling us to conduct 
the test across the coun-
try on the same day. If 
the test is conducted 
on multiple days for the 
same paper, normalisa-
tion is required and it is 
a scientific method,” the 
UGC chairman said.

Normalisation of scores likely to be done away with 
for CUET-UG, exam rejig underway: UGC chief

JAIPUR, Feb 22 (Agencies): Two 
people were killed in Rajasthan’s 
Nagaur district after a driver suffered 
a heart attack, during which he lost 
control of the vehicle and rammed into 
people who were undertaking a reli-
gious procession on a road.

The incident took place in Degana 
when a religious procession was being 
taken out by the people on the occasion 
of Vishwakarma Jayanti, which is being 
celebrated today.

In the CCTV, several people are seen 
walking on a road and some vehicles 
are plying on the stretch. The Bolero 
appears in the picture. One door of the 
Bolero is open, according to the CCTV.

As the driver suffers a heart attack, 
he loses control of the Bolero and rams 
into people participating in the religious 
procession before it stops, injuring sev-
eral people.

Two people died while three others 
were referred to a hospital in Ajmer.

Driver suffers heart attack, rams Bolero 
into religious procession, 2 dead

AKOLA, Feb 22 
(Agencies): In a surpris-
ing twist that could well 
fit the plot of a thriller, a 
man in Maharashtra’s 
Akola district resorted 
to an audacious method 
to help his sister cheat 
in her 12th standard 
examination. 

The man, Anupam 
Madan Khandare (24), 
wore a real police uni-
form and pretended to 
be a cop to maintain 
security at the examina-
tion centre.

The incident occurred 
during the first test 
of the 12th standard 
examination at the 
Shahbabu Urdu High 
School in Patur town. 
Khandare, hailing from 
Pangra Bandi, morphed 
into a ‘fake’ policeman 
to smuggle in answer 
copies to help his sister 
cheat.

However, his ruse 
didn’t continue for long.

Pol ice Inspector 
Kishore Shelke and 
his team arrived at the 

examination centre to 
maintain security. Upon 
seeing his ‘senior offi-
cers’, Khandare saluted 
them.

But his act raised 
suspicion among his 
‘seniors’ as his salute 
did not conform to the 
protocol and the name-

plate on his uniform was 
incorrect.

After a thorough 
investigation, the man’s 
fraudulent act came to 
light when the police 
discovered a copy of an 
English test paper in his 
pocket.

Following this, the 
police arrested Khan-
dare and filed a case 
against him under sec-
tions 417, 419, 170, 171 
and Section 7 of the 
1982 Act. He was then 
taken into custody.

Man wears cop uniform to help sister cheat in 
exam, fails ‘salute test’
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PALESTINIAN TERRORI-
TIES, Feb 22 (Agencies): Israel 
launched air strikes Thursday 
on southern Gaza’s Rafah after 
threatening to send troops into 
the city, where around 1.4 mil-
lion Palestinians have sought 
shelter from around the terri-
tory.

Global powers trying to navi-
gate a way to end the Israel-
Hamas war have so far come 
up short, but a US envoy was 
expected in Israel on Thursday 
to try to secure a truce deal.

International concern has 
spiralled over the high civilian 
death toll and dire humanitar-
ian crisis in the war sparked 
by Hamas’s October 7 attack 
against Israel.

More than four months of 
relentless fighting and air 
strikes have flattened much of 
the Hamas-run coastal terri-
tory, pushing its population of 
around 2.4 million to the brink 
of famine, according to the UN.

International concern has 
in recent weeks centred on 
Gaza’s southernmost city of 
Rafah, where more than 1.4 mil-
lion people forced to flee their 
homes elsewhere in the territory 
are now living in crowded shel-
ters and makeshift tents.

The last city untouched by 
Israeli ground troops, Rafah 
also serves as the main entry 
point via neighbouring Egypt for 
desperately needed relief sup-
plies.

Israel has warned it will 
expand its ground operations 
into Rafah if Hamas does not 
free the remaining hostages 
held in Gaza by next month’s 
start of the Muslim holy month 
Ramadan.

‘My daughter’
The war started when Hamas 

launched its attack on October 
7, which resulted in the deaths 
of about 1,160 people in Israel, 
mostly civilians, according to 
an agency tally of official Israeli 

figures.
Hamas militants also took 

about 250 hostages -- 130 of 
whom remain in Gaza, including 
30 presumed dead, according 
to Israel.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 29,313 
people, mostly women and 
children, according to the latest 
count by the Hamas-run health 
ministry in the territory.

War cabinet member Benny 
Gantz said Israel’s operation 
in Rafah would begin “after the 
evacuation of the population”, 
although his government has 
not offered any details on where 
civilians would be evacuated to.

In the early hours of Thursday, 
agency reporters heard multiple 
air strikes on Rafah, particularly 
in the Al-Shaboura neighbour-
hood.

The Hamas-run health minis-
try in Gaza said early Thursday 
that 99 people had been killed 
around Gaza during the night, 
most of them women, children 
and elderly people.

Rahman Mohamed Jumaa 
said he lost his family in recent 
strikes on Rafah.

“I found my wife lying in the 
street,” he told AFP. “Then I saw 
a man carrying a girl and I ran 
towards him and.... picked her 
up, realising she was really my 
daughter.”

He was holding a small 
shrouded corpse in his arms.

‘Possibility of progress’
Brett McGurk, the White House 

coordinator for the Middle East 
and North Africa, was expected 
to arrive in Israel Thursday -- his 
second stop in the region after 
Egypt as part of US efforts to 
advance a hostage deal and 
broker a truce.

Hamas’s chief Ismail Haniyeh 
was in Cairo for talks as well, 
according to the group.

Israel’s Gantz said there were 
efforts to “promote a new plan 
for the return of the hostages”.

“We are seeing the first signs 
that indicate the possibility of 
progress in this direction.”

Matthew Miller, US State 
Department spokesman, said 
Washington was hoping for 
an “agreement that secures a 
temporary ceasefire where we 
can get the hostages out and 
get humanitarian assistance”, 
but declined to give details on 
ongoing negotiations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has insisted the 
army will keep fighting until it 
has destroyed Hamas and freed 
the remaining hostages.

Israel’s parliament on Wednes-
day overwhelmingly backed 
a proposal by Netanyahu to 
oppose any unilateral recogni-
tion of a Palestinian state.

The vote came days after 
the Washington Post reported 
that US President Joe Biden’s 
administration and a small group 

of Arab nations were working 
out a comprehensive plan for 
long-term peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians.

It included a firm timeline for 
the establishment of a Palestin-
ian state, the report said.

Separately, a report by an 
Israeli group that fights sexual 
violence said Hamas’s October 
7 attack also involved system-
atic sexual assaults on civilians, 
based on witness testimonies, 
public and classified informa-
tion, and interviews.

The report came the same 
week UN rights experts called 
for an independent probe into 
alleged Israeli abuses against 
Palestinian women and girls -- 
which Israel rejected as “despi-
cable and unfounded claims”.

Israeli officials have repeatedly 
alleged the militants committed 
violent sexual assaults during 
the attack -- something Hamas 
has denied.

‘Waiting for death’
Combat and chaos have 

stalled sporadic aid deliveries 
for civilians in Gaza, while in 
Khan Yunis -- a city just north of 
Rafah -- medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) said an 
Israeli tank had fired on a house 
sheltering their employees and 
families.

Two relatives of MSF staff were 
killed and six others injured, it 
said, condemning the strike in 
the “strongest possible terms”.

When contacted by AFP about 
the incident, the Israeli army 
said its forces had “fired at a 
building that was identified as 
a building where terror activ-
ity is occurring”, adding that it 
“regrets” harm to civilians.

In the same town, the Palestin-
ian Red Crescent said another 
hospital was also hit by “artillery 
shelling”.

Israel has repeatedly said 
Hamas militants use civilian 
infrastructure including hospitals 
as operational bases -- claims 
that Hamas has denied.

Israel strikes Gaza’s Rafah as truce talks underway

DUBAI, Feb 22 (Agen-
cies): Israel intercepted 
what appeared to be 
an attack launched by 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
on Thursday near the 
port city of Eilat as the 
group escalates its 
assaults over Israel’s 
war against Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip, authori-
ties said.

Sirens sounded early 
Thursday morning 
over Eilat, followed by 
videos posted online of 
what appeared to be an 
interception in the sky 
overhead.

The Israeli military 
later described the inter-
ception as being carried 
out by its Arrow missile 
defence system.

Israel did not identify 
what the fire was, nor 
where it came from. 
However, the Arrow 
system intercepts long-
range ballistic mis-
siles with a warhead 
designed to destroy 
targets while they are in 
space.

The system “suc-
cessfully intercepted 
a launch which was 
identified in the area of 
the Red Sea and was 
en route to Israel,” the 
Israeli military said.

“The target did not 
cross into Israeli terri-
tory and did not pose a 
threat to civilians.” The 
Houthis did not imme-
diately claim the attack. 
They typically acknowl-

edge assaults they con-
duct hours afterward.

Eilat, on the Red Sea, 
is a key port city of 
Israel.

On October 31, the 
Houthis first claimed a 
missile-and-drone bar-
rage targeting the city. 
The rebels have claimed 
other attacks target-
ing Eilat, which have 
caused no damage in 
the city.

Since November, the 
rebels have repeatedly 
targeted ships in the 
Red Sea and surround-
ing waters over Israel’s 
war against Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip.

They have frequently 
targeted vessels with 
tenuous or no clear 
links to Israel, imperil-
ling shipping in a key 
route for trade among 
Asia, the Mideast and 
Europe. Those vessels 
have included at least 
one with cargo for Iran, 
the Houthis’ main bene-
factor.

Despite a month of 
US-led airstrikes, the 
Houthi rebels remain 
capable of launch-
ing significant attacks. 
This week, they seri-
ously damaged a ship 
in a crucial strait and 
downed an American 
drone worth tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

The Houthis insist 
their attacks will con-
tinue until Israel stops 

its combat operations 
in the Gaza Strip, which 
have enraged the wider 
Arab world and seen the 
Houthis gain internation-
al recognition.

On Wednesday, ships 
in the Red Sea off the 
Houthi-held port city 
of Hodeida in Yemen 
reported seeing an 
explosion, though all 
vessels in the area 
were said to be safe, 
according to the British 
military’s United King-
dom Maritime Trade 
Operations centres. The 
UKMTO earlier reported 
heavy drone activity in 
the area.

The US military’s Cen-
tral Command acknowl-
edged shooting down a 
Houthi bomb-carrying 
drone during that time. 
US airstrikes separately 
targeted seven mobile 
anti-ship cruise missiles 
and one mobile anti-
ship ballistic missile 
prepared to target ships 
in the Red Sea, Central 
Command said.

The US State Depart-
ment criticised “the 
reckless and indis-
criminate attacks on 
civilian cargo ships by 
the Houthis” that have 
delayed humanitarian 
aid including food and 
medicine bound for 
Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Yemen. That includes 
the Sea Champion, a 
ship carrying corn and 
other aid to both Aden 
and Hodeida.

“Contrary to what the 
Houthis may attempt 
to claim, their attacks 
do nothing to help the 
Palestinians,” State 
Department spokesper-
son Matthew Miller said 
in a statement. “Their 
actions are not bringing 
a single morsel of assis-
tance or food to the Pal-
estinian people.”

Israel intercepts apparent Houthi 
attack near port city of EilatThe Hamas-run health ministry said early Thursday that 99 people had been killed around Gaza 

during the night, most of them women, children and elderly people

ISLAMABAD, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Pakistan’s 
caretaker government 
has constituted a joint 
investigation team, 
including from the ISI, 
following a massive 
social media campaign 
against officials and 
functionaries of the 
top poll body alleging 
their involvement in 
the reported rigging of 
elections, according to 
media reports on Thurs-
day.

The report is to be 
submitted in 15 days. 
The joint investigation 
team (JIT) will look into 
the relevant people who 
have trolled government 
officials and the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) functionaries and 
“identify and prosecute 
the culprits” under the 
relevant laws.

The JIT formation 
comes in the wake of the 
consistent allegations by 
the jailed former prime 
minister Imran Khan-
led Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party that 
the government officials 
and also those from the 
ECP were involved in 
what Khan described 
as “Mother of All Rig-
ging,” which he claimed 
enabled his arch rivals 
to steal his party’s man-
date.

Two weeks after the 
voting day, Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) and the Paki-
stan Peoples Party 
(PPP) struck a power-
sharing deal to form a 
coalition government 
led by ex-prime minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, a move 
that could effectively 
keep Khan out of power.

Both the PML-N and 
the PPP won fewer 
seats in Parliament than 
candidates backed by 
Khan’s PTI in an election 
mired in controversies, 
including vote rigging, 
PTI has alleged and 
unleashed a substan-
tial campaign on social 
media claiming that the 
powerful establishment 
was hand in gloves with 
the perpetrators of rig-
ging.

“As per a notification 
issued by the interior 
ministry, the JIT was 
formed under Section 
30 of the Prevention of 
Electronic Crimes Act 
(PECA) 2016 and an 
additional director gen-
eral of the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) will 
be its convener,” Dawn.
com reported.

Other members will be 

from the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI), the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB), 
the National Database 
& Registration Authority 
(Nadra), and the Paki-
stan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA). It could 
also hire IT experts if 
required to probe the 
“malicious” social media 
campaign.

According to the terms 
of reference of the 
JIT, it will identify and 
prosecute individuals 
involved in social media 
campaigns against gov-
ernment officials for their 
alleged role in irregulari-
ties on the day of polling.

It will also propose 
measures to counter 
such campaigns in the 
future. 

The JIT has 15 days to 
submit its report to the 
relevant office.

Pakistan to probe trolling of officials 
over ‘rigging’ in February 8 polls

BEIJING, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Two people 
were killed and three 
others remained miss-
ing after an empty cargo 
ship struck a bridge in 
southern China on 
Thursday, causing part 
of it to collapse, authori-
ties and state media 
reported.

The Guangzhou mari-
time affairs bureau said 
the collision sent five 
vehicles, including a 
motorbike, tumbling off 
the bridge and either 
into the water or onto 
the ship below.

The container vessel 
was travelling between 
the cities of Foshan 
and Guangzhou when 
it rammed the Lixinsha 
Bridge at around 5:30 
am (2130 GMT), state 
broadcaster CCTV said.

The boat “came into 

contact with... the bridge 
pillars, causing the 
roadway above to col-
lapse”, CCTV reported.

As of 10 am, “two 
people have been res-
cued, two have died, 
one crew member has 
been lightly injured, and 
three people remain 
missing”, the Guang-
zhou bureau said in an 
online statement.

Footage broadcast by 

CCTV showed rescue 
personnel in orange 
jumpsuits racing in din-
ghies across a murky 
waterway towards a 
high bridge with a yawn-
ing gap in its middle.

Other patrol boats 
flashed their lights as 
they circled the area 
where the collapse took 
place, though the cargo 
ship appeared to have 
been towed away.

Photos published by 
CCTV showed the red 
and white vessel lodged 
at a diagonal angle 
between two of the 
bridge’s pillars as water 
cascaded out of sev-
ered pipes onto its deck, 
where some debris was 
visible.

The maritime bureau 
said the cause of the 
incident was “under 
invest igat ion, and 
rescue work is proceed-
ing at full strength and in 
good order”.

CCTV reported that 
dozens of rescuers 
had been dispatched 
to the scene, including 
reinforcements from 
the nearby tech hub of 
Shenzhen.

The ship’s owner has 
been brought under 
“control”, the broad-
caster said.

Two dead after cargo ship hits bridge 
in southern China

SYDNEY, Feb 22 
(Agencies): More than 
two thousand people 
have been ordered to 
evacuate from towns in 
the west of Australia’s 
Victoria state due to a 
bushfire burning out of 
control on Thursday.

The state emergency 
service urged residents 
in the towns of Raglan 
and Beaufort, home to 
around two thousand 
people, and those in 
surrounding areas to 
leave while it was still 
safe and head east to 

the nearby regional 
hub of Ballarat, 95 kms 
(59 miles) west of Mel-
bourne.

Roughly 50 square 
kms (12,355 acres) is 
ablaze northwest of Bal-
larat. A similar area is 
also burning out of con-
trol further to the west.

“We expect the fire 
size to rapidly grow over 
the next hour or two, 
residents in the area 
need to put their bush-
fire survival plan into 
action now,” Jason Hef-
ferman, chief officer of 

the Country Fire Author-
ity told ABC News.

Large swathes of 
the state are on high 
alert for fires and the 
Bureau of Meteorology 
on Thursday issued 
extreme fire danger 
warnings for several 
districts due to hot, dry 
winds and the potential 
for thunderstorms.

Temperatures were 
above 40 degrees Cel-
sius (104 Fahrenheit) 
in the north west of the 
state at 3.00pm (0400 
GMT).

Thousands Of People Ordered 
To Evacuate As Bushfire Burns 
In Australia

TEHRAN, Feb 22 (Agencies): 
Candidates for Iran’s parliament 
began campaigning Thursday 
in the country’s first election 
since the bloody crackdown 
on the 2022 nationwide pro-
tests that followed the death 
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini in 
police custody.

State television said 15,200 
candidates will compete for a 
four-year term in the 290-seat 
chamber that hardliners have 
controlled for two decades.

That is a record number and 
more than twice the candidates 
who contested the 2020 elec-
tion, when voter turnout was 
just over 42%, the lowest since 
1979.

Amini died on Sept. 16, 2022, 
after her arrest by Iran’s moral-

ity police for allegedly violating 
the country’s strict headscarf 
law that forced women to cover 
their hair and entire bodies. The 
protests quickly escalated into 
calls to overthrow Iran’s clerical 
rulers. In the severe crackdown 
that followed, over 500 people 
were killed and nearly 20,000 
arrested, according to human 
rights activists in Iran.

On Wednesday, the Guardian 
Council election watchdog sent 
the names of the 15,200 quali-
fied candidates to the interior 
ministry, which holds the elec-
tion. Any candidate for elections 
in Iran must be approved by the 
Council, a 12-member clerical 
body, half of whom are direct-
ly appointed by the supreme 
leader.

The candidates include 1,713 
women, which is more than 
double the 819 who competed 
in 2020.

The election will be held 
March 1, and the new parlia-
ment will convene in late May.

Current parliament speaker 
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf 
will run for election from his 
hometown, a constituency in 
the remote northeast, after win-
ning a seat in the capital Tehran 
four years ago. Such a change 
in districts usually indicates 
shrinking popularity. In recent 
years, his fellow hardline crit-
ics occasionally accused him 
of ignoring the rights of other 
parliament members and dis-
regarding reports of corruption 
while he was Tehran mayor.

Incumbent assembly member 
President Ebrahim Raisi will 
seek reelection to the assem-
bly in a remote constituency 
in South Khorasan province, 
competing against a low-profile 
cleric.

In a simultaneous election, 
144 clerics will compete for 
the all-cleric 88-seat Assem-
bly of Experts that functions as 
an advisory body to Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who has final say on all state 
matters. Their term of service 
is eight years. Under Iran’s con-
stitution, the assembly monitors 
the country’s supreme leader 
and chooses his successor. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei will 
be 85 in April. He has been 
supreme leader for 34 years.

Iran begins first election campaign since 2022 mass protests 
over Mahsa Amini’s death in custody
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Kiru Hydropower 
Corruption Case | CBI 

searches at premises of 
Former Governor Satya 

Pal Malik
officials M S Babu, M K Mittal and Arun 

Kumar Mishra and Patel Engineering Ltd.
”Though a decision was taken in 47th 

Board meeting of CVPPPL (Chenab Valley 
Power Projects (P) Ltd) for re-tender 
through e-tendering with reverse auction 
after cancellation of ongoing tendering 
process, same was not implemented (as 
per decision taken in 48th board meeting) 
and tender was finally awarded to Patel 
Engineering Ltd,” the FIR has alleged. The 
agency had conducted searches at the 
premises of five people in January in con-
nection with the case.

Kaun Hai Tumhara 
Bowler? Tendulkar plays 
gully cricket in Kashmir

video in which he can be seen facing nine 
balls, watched in awe by the locals.

His wife Anjali can also be seen smiling in 
the clip which starts with Tendulkar asking 
the boys, “Hum Khelein? (Shall we play?).”

“Kaun hai tumhara bowler (Who is your 
bowler)?” he probed further as he gripped 
a bat.

Dressed in a brown jacket Tendulkar, who 
retired from cricket in 2013, played nine 
deliveries, hitting straight drives and also 
a scoop shot.

There was also an attempted paddle 
sweep before he turned the bat upside 
down and jokingly stated, “Ye out karna 
padega (you will have to dismiss me).”

But even with an upside down bat, Ten-
dulkar was not to be dismissed as he 
signed off with a smooth drive, fetching 
a round of applause and several smiles.

He wasn’t done enthralling the gathered 
crowd with just his cricket. The iconic 
former captain, who played six World Cups, 
took selfies with the fans, giving them a 
memorable few minutes to cherish.

“Mera dhyan aapke upar hai (I am 
focussed on you),” he told the group.

Tendulkar arrived here last week and 
visited a cricket bat manufacturer in the 
Sangam area in South Kashmir before 
heading to Pahalgham where he stayed 
at the Pine and Peak hotel.

Floored by the hospitality at the hotel, 
Tendulkar left a signed note for the staff 
thanking them.

“I would love to come back and spend 
more time over here,” he wrote.

On Wednesday, he visited the Aman Setu 
bridge — the last point on the Line of Con-
trol in Uri sector of Jammu and Kashmir.

Tendulkar interacted with soldiers at the 
Kaman Post, near Aman Setu, during his 
visit that lasted around one hour, officials 
said.

Tendulkar is also accompanied by his 

daughter Sara in this trip. He visited a 
cricket bat manufacturing unit at Chursoo 
on Srinagar-Jammu national highway and 
also went to Pahalgam in south Kashmir.

Drone-Dropped IED 
found near 

international border in 
Kathua

to have returned to the Pakistani side, 
the official said, adding that the IED that 
was dropped in a forward village is being 
examined by experts.

X Disagrees with govt 
action to block accounts, 
posts linked to farmers’ 

protest
accountability and arbitrary decision-

making,” X said.
The social media firm has provided the 

impacted users with notice of the govern-
ment actions in accordance with the com-
pany’s policies.

Farmers from across the country have 
been protesting to press for their demands, 
including a legal guarantee for minimum 
support price (MSP) for crops and farm 
debt waiver.

Meanwhile, farmer leaders on Wednes-
day put their march to the national capital 

on hold for two days after a protester was 
killed and about 12 police personnel were 
injured in clashes at one of protest sites on 
the Punjab-Haryana border.

Construction worker 
killed in landslide along 

Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway

the fourth day following a fresh landslide 
at Kishtwari Pather near Banihal.

“The restoration work is in progress and 
will take some time,” he said.

The traffic on the strategic highway was 
suspended on Monday following multiple 
landslides triggered by heavy rains at 
over a dozen places between Ramban 
and Banihal.

The highway was cleared for partial one-
way traffic on Wednesday but the fresh 
landslide at Kishtwari Pather blocked the 
road again, the officials said. 

Night temp drops in 
Kashmir, Gulmarg At 

-10.4°C
rain during the past 24 hours until 0830 

hours on Thursday.
Qazigund on Srinagar-Jammu Nation-

al had a low of -4.4°C against the 0.0°C 
recorded a day ago, while Picnic Spot in 
south Kashmir’s Kokernag recorded a low 

of -5.4°C against the -3.4°C recorded the 
previous night.

The tourist hot spot of Pahalgam settled 
at -8.6°C against -1.6°C the previous 
night, and it was 4.6°C below normal for 
the valley of shepherds in south Kashmir.

Kupwara recorded a low of -3.1°C against 
-0.3°C, and it was 2.8°C below normal for 
the frontier north Kashmir district on Thurs-
day, the MeT office said.

Foreigner dies, Five 
Rescued, one Missing 
in Gulmarg Avalanche
rescue-cum-search operations, officials 

added. Another avalanche, on Wednesday, 
struck a hung area of Sonamarg on the 
Srinagar-Leh Road, blocking the flow of 
water in the Sindh stream.

Kashmir has been witnessing moderate 
to heavy snowfall over the past three days, 
increasing the possibility of avalanches in 
hilly and mountainous areas of the valley.

Murder of democracy: 
Congress slams Govt over 

X’s Statement
(MSP) for crops and farm loan waiver.
The protesting farmer leaders put their 

march to Delhi on hold for two days on 
Wednesday after a protester was killed and 
about 12 police personnel were injured in 
clashes at one of the protest sites on the 
Punjab-Haryana border.
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22 : 
Demanding immediate 
announcement of res-
toration of statehood 
before assembly polls, 
JKPCC demanded 
holding of lok sabha 
and assembly elections 
in Jammu & Kashmir at 
the earliest.

JKPCC has asked the 
party cadres to be fully 
ready for the  Lok Sabha 
& Assembly elections & 
demanded immediate 
restoration of statehood 
before assembly polls, 
besides urging  the 
government to ensure  
level playing field for all 
political parties for elec-
tion campaign in vulner-
able areas and provide 
adequate security to 
the prominent leaders 
of opposition including 
Congress, as per their 
political status & stand-
ing like BJP leaders and  
its  like minded parties.

A meeting of PCC 
Campaign Commit-
tee was held under the 
chairmanship of Former   
Dy CM Tara Chand 
while JKPCC president 
Vikar Rasool Wani was 

the chief guest which 
was attended by most 
of the members & all 
district presidents of 
Jammu province to dis-
cuss the preparations 
and strategy for elec-
tions.

The senior leaders 
and members held 
threadbare discussions 
on various aspects 
of the elections to lok 
sabha and assembly 
elections. The meeting 
expressed full readiness 
for  both the elections  
and asked the govern-
ment to ensure proper 
security to all prominent 
leaders of  opposition 
parties especially non 
BJP parties, as there is 
huge discrimination with 
non BJP parties in the 
matter of security. It is 
the duty of the govern-
ment to ensure safety 
and security of all citi-
zens especially minori-
ties and all political 
workers irrespective of 
party affialion of promi-
nence in a fair manner. 

The Meeting  held 
threadbare discussions 
the current political sce-
nario and hit back at the 
BJP for claiming credit 
of the  Prime Minister’s 
rally for which  the gov-
ernment & LG admin-
istration  mobilized the 
entire  government 
machinery and employ-
ees for the success of 
the official rally which is 
being claimed  as BJP 
rally. It was for the first 
time  that mobilization 
of  the Govt machin-
ery of such levels were 
done  as there was  low 
public response  in view 
of the failures of the 
Govt. on various fronts  
and to deliver  its last 
promises to various 
sections of people and 
youth.

The meeting  ques-
tioned the Prime Minis-
ter for  not uttering   a 
word  for the promises 
made to the people of 
J&K, especially Jammu 
region in the last elec-
tions. The Prime Minis-
ter deliberately avoided 
to mention the most 
popular demands of 
people for restora-
tion of statehood and 
democracy as well as 

promises made to the 
unemployed youths, 
farmers, refugees daily 
wagers contractual and 
other categories of tem-
porary employees .

The meeting viewed 
that the people  are 
fed up  with the BJP 
Govt. for the  wrong 
policies with regards 
to youth, farmers, 
employees, pension-
ers and the common 
man who are  facing 
the brunt of  wrong poli-
cies, especially on the 
economic front push-
ing the common and 
poor  people  to great 
economic distress and  
state of joblessness.

The meeting condoled 
the death of an agitat-
ing farmer yesterday 
and hit out at BJP Govt. 
for crushing the voice 
of peacefully agitating 
farmers for their genu-
ine demands including 
MSP legal guarantee as 
promised by the Prime 
Minister Modi ten years 
ago and reiterated by 
him three years ago.

PCC hailed the 
announcement of Con-
gress party to grant 
MSP to the farmers on 
coming to power and 
asked the Modi Govt. 
to immediately concede 
the genuine demands of 
farmers.

The meeting was 
attended by  Secre-
tary AICC Shahnawaz 
Choudhary,  PCC 
Senior Vice President  
& Chief Spokesperson 
Ravinder Sharma,  Vice 
Presidents  Yogesh 
Sawhney (Ex-Minister) 
, Tralok Singh Bajwa 
(Ex-MP),  Former Min-
ister Shabir Ahmed  
Khan, S.S. Channi , 
General Secretaries 
Narinder Gupta(Org), 
Ashok Dogra (Ex-
MLA),  Anayat Ullah 
Rather (DDC), T.S. 
Tony (DDC), Th. Balbir 
Singh, Nadeem Sharief 
Niaz (DDC) , Dist. Presi-
dents  Th. Manmohan 
Singh, Th. Shamsher 
Singh Chib, Pankaj 
Dogra, Sheikh Mujeeb, 
Pervez Ahmed Wani, 
Asif  Naqeeb, Vinod 
Khajuria  & Chairman 
Social Media Dept. Jatin 
K Raina.

Congress seeks early assembly 
elections with statehood

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 : 
Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) 
Science & Technology; 
MoS PMO, Person-
nel, Public Grievanc-
es, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr 
Jitendra Singh today 
said, ever since Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
took charge in May 
2014, a series of pen-
sion reforms had been 
introduced, one after 
the other, with a sensi-
tive concern for elder 
citizens and women in 
particular. 

Latest technology 
tools were employed 
to seek ease of living 
for these sections of 
society, he said.

Chairing the 33rd 
meeting of the Stand-
ing Commit tee of 
Voluntary Agencies 
(SCOVA) and 10th 
Nation-wide Pension 
Adalat in New Delhi, Dr 
Jitendra Singh said, the 
Department of Pension 
is constantly engaged 
in formulating policies 
for achieving the goal 
of women empower-
ment thereby ensuring 
a dignified life and ease 
of living for women. 

Dwelling on the Wom-
en-Centric reforms in 
the Department of Pen-
sions and Pensioners’ 
Welfare, Dr Jitendra 

Singh said, orders 
were issued wherein a 
divorced daughter, in 
whose case a decree 
of divorce was issued 
after the death of her 
parents, will be eligible 
for family pension if the 
divorce petition was 
filed before death of the 
parents. 

Similarly, the Minis-
ter said, the families 
of missing employ-
ees covered under 
NPS can now get a 
family pension within 6 
months of lodging FIR 
and not wait for 7 years 
after which the employ-
ee considered deemed 
dead. Even in cases 
where the Government 
servant dies before 
completing a service of 
7 years, family pension 
shall be payable to the 
family at an enhanced 
rate of 50% of last pay 
for the first 10 years 
and thereafter @ 30% 
of last pay. P

Even the pension 
for Divyangs were 
resolved to bring ease 
of living for all, the Min-
ister added.

Dr Jitendra Singh said 
that the Department of 
Pension under Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi has become the 
Department of Reforms 
with huge social impli-
cations. He asked the 
SCOVA body which 
consists of 15 non-

official members, rep-
resenting Pensioner 
Welfare Associations 
and Official Members 
to come out with sug-
gestions and new ideas 
for the benefit of the 
department. The Minis-
ter informed that it was 
on his suggestion that 
a single pension form 
was introduced instead 
of the earlier practice of 
three forms.

Referring to Jeevan 
Praman (Digital Life 
Certificate) launched 
by the Prime Minister 
in November,2014, Dr 
Jitendra Singh under-
lined that it provides an 
option to pensioner for 
submission of Digital 
Life Certificate online, 
anytime and from any-
where.

Dr Jitendra Singh also 
took pride in informing 
the SCOVA members 
that to enhance ‘Ease 
of Living’ for Pension-
ers/Family Pensioners, 
DoPPW in collabora-
tion with MeiTy and 
UIDAI  has developed 
a “Face-Authentication 
Technology” based 
system to submit Life 
Certificate from any 
Android smartphone 
which was launched by 
in 2021, the first by any 
government depart-
ment..

 The Minister also 
underlined that DoPPW 
c oord inated w i th 

Banks, India Posts and 
Payment Bank (IPPB) 
for providing the door-
step facility of DLC sub-
mission from home for 
incapacitated Pension-
ers/Family Pensioners. 
Similarly, BHAVISHYA 
platform, is an inte-
grated online pension 
sanction processing 
system made manda-
tory for all Central Gov-
ernment Departments 
w.e.f 01.01.2017.

Dr Jitendra Singh 
also presided over the 
Nation-wide Pension 
Adalat, which cov-
ered pensioner griev-
ances of 12 Ministries/ 
Departments includ-
ing Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Department 
of Defence Finance, 
CBDT, Depar tment 
of Economic Affairs, 
Department of Ex-
Servicemen’s Welfare, 
Ministry of Housing & 
Urban Affairs, Ministry 
of Railways and Min-
istry of Culture. 105 
Pensioner Grievances 
have been listed for 
discussion compris-
ing of Superannuation 
cases, Family Pension 
Cases and Voluntary 
Retirement Cases. 60 
percent of the cases 
were resolved on the 
spot.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said, redressal of Pen-
sioners Grievances is 
a high priority of Modi 

Government and for 
speedy resolution of 
Pensioners Grievanc-
es Pension Adalats 
are being organized 
by Department of Pen-
sion and Pensioners 
Welfare in which mul-
tiple stakeholders are 
brought on one plat-
form for on-the-spot 
redressal.

In 2023, Department 
of Pension & Pen-
sioners’ Welfare had 
organized two Pen-
sion Adalats on 17th 
May, 2023 and 23rd 
October, 2023. During 
these Adalats, 603 
cases were taken up, 
out of which 440 cases 
were resolved on the 
spot. 

Pensioner Welfare 
Associat ions f rom 
Gujarat, Odisha, Maha-
rashtra, New Delhi, 
Tamil Nadu, Maharash-
tra, Jharkhand, Hary-
ana, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Karna-
taka and Puducherry 
would be participating 
in the 33rd SCOVA 
deliberations. DOPT, 
Ministry of Railways, 
Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, 
Department of Tele-
com, Department of 
Expenditure, CPAO, 
Department of Finan-
cial Services, CGDA 
and State Bank of India 
will also be participat-
ing in the deliberations.

Pension reforms introduced with sensitive 
concern for elder citizens, women: Dr Jitendra

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: The 
Windsor Battery organ-
isation organised a 
maiden meet in Jammu.

While addressing 
media, Rakesh Arora, 
National Sales Head 
of Windsor Batter-
ies along with Sarabjit 
Singh Wazir BM said, 
“ The maiden meet of 
the Windsor 5 distribu-
tors and 70 dealers is 
being organised in the 
Jammu.”

The dealers and dis-
tributors of the windsor 
across from the Jammu 
especially from Udham-
pur, Ramnagar, Samba, 
R S Pura and Kathua 
have participated in the 
meet. 

Windsor is all set to 

become the number 
1 company of Battery, 
Arora said. 

We are providing the 
best batteries across 
the India with best price 
option. The diverse 
varieties of the Wind-
sor including Electric 
Scooty batteries, Invert-
er batteries, E Rickshaw 
batteries and tractor 
batteries we provide, 
Arora added. 

While briefing about 
the plant of the Windsor, 
Arora said, “Company 

have two manufacturing 
plants at Haryana. 

Company have good 
market share across 
India where in North 
India company have 
150 plus distributors 
and 1500 dealers.

Susheel Electrical 
Jammu said,” I have 
been working with the 
Windsor company for 
the last six month and 
it is good to inform the 
Windsor company is 
very caring with com-
parably best products.

Windsor Batteries organise 
Distributors-Dealers meet in Jammu

Top News Report

JAMMU, FEBRUARY22: Secre-
tary Cooperative Department, Babila 
Rakwal, today convened a meeting 
to review progress on land identifica-
tion for establishment of grain stores 
under Centre Government’s ambitious 
initiative “World Largest Grain Storage 
Project” in all districts of Jammu and 
Kashmir here at Civil Secretariat.

The meeting was informed that a total 
of 56 land  locations have been identi-
fied  in sixteen districts, so far, includ-
ing  3 in Jammu, 1 in Samba, 5 each 
in Kishtwar, Kathua, Shopian, Poonch 
Kulgam and Doda, 2 in Udhampur, 4 
in Budgam, 3 in Pulwama, 1 each in 
Srinagar, Reasi, Ganderbal, Anantnag 
and Rajouri.

Regarding the remaining locations 
to be identified for raising these grain 
stores, the Secretary exhorted  upon 
the  concerned officers to ensure that 

the same is done within a week’s. She 
said that no delay would be tolerated in 
execution of such prestigious projects 
as this badly affects the development  
process.

The Secretary asked the concerned 
officers to personally visit the locations 
for finalizing the same for the store 
keeping in view all the parameters set 
under the guidelines for the project 
implementation. She further instruct-
ed all the Deputy Registrars to ensure 
identification of minimum of seven loca-
tions in their jurisdictions with emphasis 
on selection of far flung areas for maxi-
mum benefit to the common masses.

Among others the meeting was 
attended  by  Registrar  Cooperative 
Societies, Special Secretary Coopera-
tive, Director  Finance  Cooperative, 
Additional  Secretary  Cooperative, 
Joint Registrar Banking  and Finance, 
Deputy  Registrars and other con-
cerned officials in person  and virtually.

Secretary reviews progress on 
establishment of grain stores under 
“World’s Largest Grain Storage Project”
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Indian encephalitis cases raise concerns 
over misdiagnosis and fatal outcomes

 Advanced state-of-the-art cath lab launched

Renault Nissan continues upward 
trajectory in green energy usage

Saudi Arabia wraps pp Guest of Honor 
participation at 2024 New Delhi Book Fair

NEW DELHI, Feb 22: Saudi Arabia 
wrapped up its role as the guest of 
honor at the New Delhi World Book 
Fair 2024 (NDWBF 2024) last night. 
The nine-day event, held at Pragati 
Maidan in New Delhi from February 
10 to 18, saw the Saudi pavilion draw a 
significant crowd, becoming a standout 
attraction at the fair.

The pavilion attracted numerous 
visitors eager to delve into Saudi cul-
ture, arts, and heritage in a compre-
hensive cultural experience led by 
the Literature, Publishing, and Trans-
lation Commission. Several cultural 
entities, including the Heritage Com-
mission, the Music Commission, the 
Film Commission, the Culinary Arts 
Commission, the Fashion Commis-
sion, and the King Abdulaziz Founda-
tion for Research and Archives, were 
involved in creating this rich cultural 
experience.

The Saudi pavilion played a crucial 
role in promoting intercultural dialogue 
and showcasing Saudi cultural and 
intellectual aspects to the Indian audi-
ence. The cultural program included 
13 dialogical seminars exploring the 
influence of Saudi culture on Indian 
culture and collaboration in publishing, 
cinema, and translation fields.

Two celebrations were also held 
during the Kingdom’s participation: a 
Saudi dinner night featuring national 

dishes and a music night showcasing 
Saudi music and performance arts. 
These events were attended by min-
isters, officials from the Republic of 
India, diplomats, academics, media 
professionals, and enthusiasts.

The Saudi pavilion represented 
various cultural sectors, featuring 
mini-exhibitions of Saudi fashion and 
musical instruments, a heritage ses-
sion offering Saudi coffee hospitality, 
displays of books about the Kingdom’s 
nature, heritage, and traditions, and 
an exhibition showcasing replicas of 
artifacts discovered in Saudi Arabia 
dating back thousands of years, high-
lighting the Kingdom’s ancient civiliza-
tional heritage. Saudi Arabia’s partici-
pation in the fair reflects the Ministry 
of Culture’s commitment to enhancing 
international cultural exchange, align-
ing with the national cultural strategy’s 
goals under Vision 2030.

NEW DELHI,  Feb 22: 
Marengo Asia Hospital, 
India has entered into a 
multi-year agreement 
with Intermed Hospital, 

Mongolia under the 
concept of ‘Clinical 
Corridors’ to establish 
the first-ever compre-
hensive Cardiac Sci-
ences Center of Excel-
lence in Mongolia. The 
ground-breaking initia-
tive is aimed at offering 
advanced treatments 
for cardiac health to the 
population of Mongolia, 
leveraging the pivotal 
role and expertise of the 
Marengo CIMS Cardiac 
Sciences team across 
various aspects of CoE 
collaboration. This pio-
neering endeavor is a 
significant milestone for 
Marengo Asia Hospitals 
and will be spearheaded 
by Dr Raajiv Singhal, 
Managing Director & 
Group CEO, Marengo 
Asia Hospitals. Maren-
go CIMS Hospital,  
three times JCI accred-
ited and the distinction 
of endorsement by the 
American College of 
Cardiology, will develop 
the blueprint for the 
Center of Excellence 
led by Dr Anish Chanda-
rana, Chief Cardiologist, 
and Dr Dhiren Shah, 
Chief Cardiac & Heart 
Transplant Surgeon 
from Marengo CIMS 
Hospital. This collabo-
ration was mediated by 
GlobalCare Consulting.

Intermed Hospital was 
established as a part of 
a social responsibility 
approach by the larg-

est national business 
groups MCS Group, 
Shunkhlai Group, and 
Energy Resources LLC, 
and serves as a modern 
hospital facility and the 
only hospital with  JCI  
accreditation in the 
country. The hospital 
has planned an expan-
sion project to increase 
hospital capacity to 
be completed by 2024 
enabling them to serve 
over 15,000 inpatient 
admissions and over 
half a million outpatients 
annually. 

Dr Raajiv Singhal, 
Managing Director & 
Group CEO, Marengo 
Asia Hospitals says, 
“Every life matters, 
every minute counts. 
Marengo Asia Hospitals 
is committed to elevating 
Intermed Hospital into 
a premier Cardiac Sci-
ences Comprehensive 
Center of Excellence in 
Mongolia. This aims to 
provide the Mongolian 
population access to a 
wide range of surgeries 
including Angioplas-
ties, Valve surgeries, 
EP Procedures, Triple 
Vessel to CABG sur-
geries, TAVI, and heart 
transplant surgeries. 

Marengo Asia Hospitals 
prioritizes the three Ts: 
Teach, Train, and Treat 
aligning its commitment 
with partner hospitals to 
enhance cardiac care 
proficiency through 
training initiatives and 
interdisciplinary col-
laboration”

Under this collabo-
ration, Marengo Asia 
Hospitals will conduct 
comprehensive assess-
ments and gap analysis 
at Intermed Hospital, 
facilitating training ini-
tiatives, manpower 
allocation, equipment 
procurement, and dis-
semination of protocols 
covering various cardiac 
conditions such as chest 
pain, STEMI, and qual-
ity matrix adherence. 
Ongoing support will be 
provided for performing 
complex cardiac cases, 
with specialized training 
facilitated at Marengo 
CIMS Hospital and joint 
workshops conducted 
at Intermed Hospital. 
Intermed Hospital will 
receive guidance on 
improving its commit-
ment to quality enhance-
ment and patient care. 
Marengo CIMS will also 
support COE blueprint-

ing, training of the vari-
ous clinical excellence 
teams, monitoring and 
adherence to the quality 
matrix, Chest Pain Path-
ways, and protocols 
meeting international 
benchmarks to bolster 
the super-specialization 
of the Department of 
Cardiac Sciences.

 Nyamtogtokh Ya, 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer - Intermed Hospi-
tal, Mongolia said, “As 
Mongolia’s leading pri-
vate hospital, Intermed 
Hospital is committed 
to addressing the most 
recognized health chal-
lenges, cardiovascu-
lar diseases, faced by 
our nation. We aim to 
develop a state-of-the-
art Cardiology Center 
of Excellence as part 
of our mission to save 
lives and improve the 
health and well-being 
of the people of Mon-
golia. This Center will 
offer advanced treat-
ments currently not 
widely available in our 
country. The partner-
ship with Marengo Asia 
Hospital is a significant 
step towards realiz-
ing the vision of better 
healthcare. With their 
expertise in cardiac 
sciences, we will bring 
international standards 
of cardiac care to Mon-
golia, reducing the need 
for our citizens to seek 
treatment abroad. We 
are deeply committed to 
this cause and believe 
that our efforts will have 
a lasting impact on the 
health of our nation.”

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 
(Agencies): A recent 
survey revealed that 
encephalitis is being 
“barely touched” in doc-
tors’ training, putting 
many at risk of misdiag-
nosis of the deadly brain 
inflammation disease. 
The survey, conducted 
by Encephalitis Interna-
tional, found that more 
than half of the sur-
veyed Indian emergen-
cy medical profession-
als missed encephalitis 
as a potential diagnosis 
even when presented 
with common symp-
toms.

February 22 is 
observed as World 
Encephalitis Day every 
year. However, only 45 
percent of emergency 

medical professionals 
felt confident in recog-
nizing encephalitis, says 
Dr. Ava Easton, Chief 
Executive of Encepha-
litis International.

Moreover, many of 
those surveyed under-
estimated the severity 
of encephalitis, with 62 
per cent  not ranking 
death as a possible 
patient outcome fol-
lowing delayed recog-
nition and treatment 
of encephalitis. “This 
shows that there is lack 
of training and aware-
ness on a disease that 
affects one person 
every minute globally 
and has a higher inci-
dence rate than Motor 
Neuron Disease (MND) 
and Multiple Sclerosis 

(MS) combined.” 
Easton admits that the 

situation is more or less 
the same across the 
globe as revealed in 
their survey conducted 
in six countries – the 
UK, the US, Germany, 
India, Australia and Phil-
ippines. “In the wake of 
these alarming survey 
findings, it is clear that 
much more must be 
done to bridge the gap 
in encephalitis aware-
ness and expertise,” 
says Easton. 

“Encephalitis Interna-
tional is determined to 
increase this awareness 
among medical profes-
sionals through the 
development of globally 
accessible training pro-
grammes which will pro-

vide the tools for them 
to better recognize and 
treat Encephalitis.” “We 
are working with organ-
isations such as World 
Health Organisation to 
elevate encephalitis as 
a global health priority. 
WHO came up with a 
document titled Why 
Encephalitis Matters 
last year.” 

In India, Japanese 
Encephalitis had report-
edly claimed eleven 
lives in Assam in 2023 
while affecting more 
than 254 across the 
state. The same year 
a door-to-door survey 
was conducted in Nuh, 
Haryana after four chil-
dren died from enceph-
alitis symptoms in the 
district.

BATHINDA, Feb 22: An 
advanced state-of-the-art cath 
lab facility was launched at Max 
Super Speciality Hospital, Bath-
inda on Thursday.

Speaking at the launch, Dr. 
Ishtiyaq Masood, cardiology 
head  said that our department is 
equipped with cutting edge diag-
nostic systems like echo doppler, 
treadmill system, and holter moni-
toring system.

Coronary interventions includ-
ing primary angioplasty for heart 
attacks are available 24×7 in the 
department, he informed.

In addition to this, complex coro-
nary and non-coronary interven-
tions including pacemaker implan-
tation, ICD/combo device insertion 
are being done routinely, he said.

This latest cath lab that has been 
installed is a revolutionary imag-

ing system that offers exceptional 
technology with excellent contrast 
resolution, he maintained.

Dr. Satwinder Singh Sabhar-
wal, unit head said, “The newly 
launched Cath Lab is backed up 
by 8 bedded CCU and IABP sup-
port. The department is run by a 
team of skilled doctors, nurses, 

and technical staff who have 
been trained in the best cardiac 
centers around the country, thus 
presenting a fine blend of technol-
ogy and manpower. This facility 
will provide people of the region 
with enhanced care as we strongly 
believe in the right to quality and 
affordable healthcare for all.”

CHANDIGARH, Feb 22: Taking 
ahead its commitment to achieve 
carbon-neutral operations by 2045, 
Renault Nissan Automotive India Pvt 
Ltd (RNAIPL) has announced that it 
has predominantly used green power 
for its operations during the second 
half of 2023. On an average, the plant 
utilized more than 85% green energy 
every month between July and Decem-
ber 2023, with 100% green energy uti-
lization in September 2023. RNAIPL 
uses a combination of in-house and 
externally sourced green energy to 
produce cars.

Keerthi Prakash, MD RNAIPL, said: 
“Our latest green energy milestone, 
with an average use of 85% green 
energy in the second half of 2023, 
demonstrates our unwavering dedica-
tion to sustainability. We are commit-
ted to further enhancing our environ-
mental stewardship and contributing to 

a more sustainable future.”
RNAIPL uses a three-pillared 

approach as part of its roadmap to 
carbon neutrality. These pillars are 
increasing the share of green energy 
in the overall mix, aggressively improv-
ing efficiencies in energy usage and 
continuous adoption of energy efficient 
technology at its Oragadam plant.

Top News Report

GULMARG, FEB 22: 
Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs and 
Youth Affairs & Sports, 
Nisith Pramanik today 
flagged off women’s 
mountain ski event at 
Kongdoori Phase 1 
here during the ongo-
ing 4th edition of Khelo 
India Winter Games.

After flagging off the 
event, the Union Min-
ister appreciated the 
enthusiasm and talent 
of participating female 
skiers and encour-
aged them to pursue 
their passion for winter 
sports.

The Minister also 
interacted with the 

players and officials 
on the occasion. He 
expressed satisfac-
tion over the success-
ful organisation of this 
national event and 
praised the efforts of 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir administration, Min-
istry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports as well as  

the J&K Sports Council.
N is i th  Pramanik 

remarked that the Khelo 
India Winter Games is a 
major event that show-
cases the potential of 
Gulmarg as the capital 
of winter sports in the 
country. He said that 
next edition of  event 
would be even bigger 

with all the internation-
al standards. He also 
thanked Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur and Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
for their support and 
guidance in developing 
sports infrastructure 
in J&K and promoting 
winter sports among 
the youth.

Minister further said 
that the Khelo India 
Winter Games is not 
only a sports event, 
but a snow festival that 
celebrates  beauty and 
culture of Gulmarg and 
J&K. He added that 
the event has boosted  
tourism and economy of 
the region and attracted 
visitors from across the 

country and abroad.
He remarked that J&K 

has transitioned into a 
new era of prosperity 
and peace under the 
visionary leadership of 
Prime Minister, Naren-
dra Modi and Lieuten-
ant Governor, Manoj 
Sinha.

T h e  M i n i s t e r 
expressed hope that 
Khelo India Winter 
Games would inspire 
more youngsters to take 
up winter sports and 
excel in them. He said 
that the government is 
committed to provide 
all the necessary facili-
ties and support to the 
budding sportspersons 
and make India a global 
leader in winter sports.

Marengo Asia Hospitals, Intermed Hospital Mongolia join 
hands  with  agreement to establish Center of Excellence

Nisith Pramanik flags off women’s mountain ski event

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 
(Agencies): SpiceJet 
on Thursday said it has 
secured an additional 
Rs 316 crore, taking its 
total funds raised to Rs 
1,060 crore through a 
preferential share issue.

The fresh capital infu-
sion in the struggling 
airline comes amid its 
recent announcement 
of slashing its workforce 
by 10-15 per cent.

In January SpiceJet 
had received Rs 744 
crore as the first tranche 
of funds through the 
allotment of securities 
on a preferential basis.

On December 12, the 
airline had said it would 
raise fresh capital of 
Rs 2,250 crore through 
issuance of securities. 
“SpiceJet has raised an 
additional Rs 316 crore, 
bringing the total invest-

ments raised to Rs 1,060 
crore under its prefer-
ential issue,” the airline 
said in a statement.

It added, “The Prefer-
ential Allotment Com-
mittee of SpiceJet’s 
Board Directors con-
vened on February 
21, 2024, approved 
the allotment of 4.01 
crore equity shares on 
a preferential basis to 

two investors, includ-
ing Aries Opportunities 
Fund Limited.”

The committee also 
sanctioned the allot-
ment of 2.31 crore war-
rants, offering the option 
to apply for an equiva-
lent number of equity 
shares, to four inves-
tors, including Elara 
India Opportunities 
Fund Limited, according 

to the statement.
“The company has 

raised a total investment 
of Rs 1,060 crore. This 
significant capital infu-
sion reaffirms investor 
confidence in Spice-
Jet’s growth prospects 
and strengthens our 
financial position for the 
future,” said Ajay Singh, 
Chairman and Manag-
ing Director at SpiceJet.

The additional fund-
ing will help SpiceJet 
to pursue its expansion 
plans and enhance its 
operational capabilities, 
he added.

SpiceJet has been 
facing headwinds for the 
last couple of quarters 
for want of funds, lead-
ing to the grounding 
of a number of aircraft 
and returning some of 
the leased planes to the 
lessors.

Some of its lessors 
have dragged the air-
line even to court for 
non-payment of lease 
rentals.

As on February 21, the 
airline had nearly half of 
its 65 aircraft fleet on the 
ground with 35 planes in 
service and remaining 
parked, as per the air-
craft fleet tracking web-
site Planespotter.

SpiceJet raises additional Rs 316 crore, total 
funds reach Rs 1,060 crore

SpiceJet has been facing headwinds for the last couple of quarters for want of funds
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6 Sixes In 1 Over: Andhra 
Pradesh Youngster Makes 

History, BCCI Issues ‘Alert’

NEW DELHI, Feb 22 
(Agencies): In cricket, 
there are several feats 
which are widely cel-
ebrated. Hitting six 
sixes in an over is one 
of the them. Who can 
forget the six sixes hit 
by Yuvraj Singh at the 
2007 T20 World Cup 
off England’s Stuart 
Broad. West Indies 
legend Sir Gary Sobers 
was the first person to 
achieve the feat in a 
major match. Playing 
in a County Champi-
onship for Nottingham-
shire in 1968, Garfield 
Sobers hit Glamorgan’s 
Malcolm Nash for six 
sixes in an over. Then 
Ravi Shastri became 
the first Indian to hit six 
sixes in an over in 1985 

for Bombay against 
Baroda.

Herschelle Gibbs was 
the first batter to hit six 
sixes in an over in inter-
national cricket. Now, 
Vamshhi Krrishna of 
Andhra Pradesh is the 
latest addition to that 
list. He achieved the 
feat in a Col CK Nayudu 
Trophy match. The Col 
CK Nayudu Trophy is a 
national tournament for 
U-23 cricketers.

“6 sixes in an over 
alert! Vamshhi Krrishna 
of Andhra hit 6 sixes in 
an over off Railways 
spinner Damandeep 
Singh on his way to a 
blistering 64-ball 110 
in the Col C K Nayudu 
Trophy in Kadapa,” the 
BCCI wrote in a post 

along with the video.
Recently, after the 

Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
announced that R 
Ashwin, who had left 
to be at his mother’s 
side, who had fallen ill, 
rejoined the team on 
Day 4 of the third Test 
against England, former 
head coach Ravi Shastri 
revealed that the board 
arranged a chartered 
plane for the player.

Shastri lauded BCCI 
and secretary Jay Shah 
for showing empa-
thy towards Ashwin, 
adding that the ges-
ture would’ve made the 
player feel “special”.

“The BCCI secretary 
Jay Shah organised 
a charter to take him 
home and bring him 
back. I think that’s the 
kind of empathy that’s 
needed from the BCCI 
as well. There are the 
guardians of Indian 
cricket and with this kind 
of empathy, they will go 
a long, long way. It also 
makes the players feel 
they belong and are 
special,” Ravi Shastri 
said during his commen-
tary stint on Day 4 of the 
Rajkot Test.

RANCHI, Feb 22 (Agencies): 
Pace spearhead Jasprit Bum-
rah’s absence is a concern but 
an assertive and adaptive India 
will have the edge against Eng-
land’s seemingly depth-less 
‘Bazball’ approach when the 
two sides clash in the poten-
tially series-deciding fourth Test 
beginning here on Friday.

From the dry heat of Rajkot 
to the much cooler confines of 
Ranchi, the temperature shift 
would be the only soothing 
factor for the Englishmen who 
have let it slip against the resil-
ient hosts and are trailing 1-2.

Eyeing a 17th series win on the 
trot at home, India have been 
near invincible since the shock 
defeat to Alastair Cook’s Eng-
land in 2012. After that, India 
have won a staggering 38 out 
of 47 Tests, and have lost just 
thrice (two each versus Australia 
and England) when challenges 
on home turf.

Captaining a depleted bat-
ting line-up in the absence of 
Virat Kohli, KL Rahul and an 
out-of-form Shreyas Iyer, Rohit 
Sharma has found answers 
from the young guns, whose 
performance has been the big-
gest takeaway from the series 
so far.

Whether it is Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
who has maintained an impres-
sive average of 109 with a total 
of 545 runs, or Sarfaraz Khan, 
who ended his prolonged wait 
for a Test debut with a blazing 
66-ball 62 in Rajkot, or Shub-
man Gill, gradually settling in at 
No.3, India’s next generation of 
batters are showcasing how a 
seamless transition happens.

As for replacing Bumrah, who 
has been the top wicket-taker 
(17) of the series which was 
expected to be dominated by 
spinners, it could well be India’s 
Achilles’ heel in Ranchi.

Bumrah has been rested after 
bowling a little more than 80 
overs in the three gone-by Tests.

His reverse-swing mastery on 
day two of the Vizag Test during 
a six-wicket burst, was the big-
gest contributing factor in the 
106-run win that levelled the 
series 1-1.

On a docile Rajkot wicket too, 
Bumrah made in-roads giving 
India crucial breakthroughs.

Keeping in mind the seam-
ing conditions in Dharamsala 
for the fifth Test and the hectic 
IPL season ahead, Bumrah has 
been given a break, making 
Mohammed Siraj the sole expe-
rienced pacer in the line-up.

It will be a toss-up between 
Bengal duo of Mukesh Kumar 
and an uncapped Akash Deep 
for the second pacer’s slot in 
Ranchi.

Fresh from his career-best 
10-wicket haul in Ranji Trophy, 
Mukesh is not only more expe-
rienced but also partnered 
Bumrah in the Vizag Test. He, 
however, bowled just 12 overs 
taking one wicket across both 
innings.

It remains to be seen whether 
the Indian think-tank will take the 
gamble of giving another debut 
cap or persist with Mukesh, who 
has been average at best.

History suggests that the 
JSCA Stadium pitch will suit a 
plan featuring two seamers and 
three spinners. But England’s 
assessment of the conditions 

has been that four spinners 
and one seamer attack would 
be ideal.

“It’s an interesting pitch...There 
are a few cracks, very platey 
and looked a bit crusty, the top 
layer, One half is good, and the 
other has a lot of platey cracks,” 
England vice-captain Ollie Pope 
had said after the team checked 
in here on Thursday.

That may bring Shoaib Bashir 
into the picture to go alongside 
Tom Hartley, Rehan Ahmed and 
part-timer Joe Root. Root has 
more overs (107) under his belt 
than runs (77) in this series.

India, on the other hand, have 
preferred the conventional two-
pacer-three-spinner combina-
tion and it’s unlikely that Axar 
Patel would be recalled. The 
team is expected to stick to 
Ravichandran Ashwin, Kuldeep 
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja.

Historically, the Ranchi pitch 
has proven deceptive for the 
visiting teams.

In the last Test here in 2019, 
South Africa were blown away 
by the duo of Mohammed Shami 
and Umesh Yadav, who shared 
10 wickets between them, as 
against the eight by the spin trio 
of Ashwin, Jadeja and Shahbaz 
Nadeem.

“It has never been a rank-turn-
er. The pitch would be beauti-
ful for batting for first two days 

and would assist spin from day 
three. History should repeat 
itself,” the local groundsman 
told agency.

For the ‘Bazball’ inspired Eng-
land, the win in Hyderabad has 
become a distant memory and a 
repeat of 2021 looks likely when 
India bounced back to win the 
four-Test series 3-1.

The record 434-run thrashing 
in Rajkot has triggered criticism 
of England’s so-called aggres-
sive ‘Bazball’ approach. It 
seems to have found a match 
in India after tasting success 
against New Zealand, South 
Africa and Pakistan and Aus-
tralia to an extent.

The go-for-strokes style might 
have helped the likes of Zak 
Crawley and Ben Duckett, who 
swung his bat around for a stun-
ning 153 in Rajkot, but it has 
also doomed the likes of Joe 
Root and Jonny Bairstow.

Root was seen as their main 
batter to cope with the spin chal-
lenge but the way he reverse 
scooped to Bumrah at Rajkot 
summed up the disarray he is in.

The desperation to find a way 
out can be judged from skipper 
Ben Stokes expediting his rehab 
from a knee injury by opting to 
bowl at the nets ahead of the 
fourth Test.

Squads:
India: Rohit Sharma (C), Yas-

hasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, 
Rajat Patidar, Sarfaraz Khan, 
Dhruv Jurel (WK), KS Bharat 
(WK), Devdutt Padikkal, R 
Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar 
Patel, Washington Sundar, 
Kuldeep Yadav, Mohd. Siraj, 
Mukesh Kumar, Akash Deep.

England: Ben Stokes (C), 
Rehan Ahmed, James Ander-
son, Gus Atkinson, Jonny 
Bairstow, Shoaib Bashir, Harry 
Brook, Zak Crawley, Ben Duck-
ett, Ben Foakes, Tom Hartley, 
Jack Leach, Ollie Pope, Ollie 
Robinson, Joe Root, Mark 
Wood.

Confident India face selection dilemma; England 
aim for redemption in potential series-decider

Jasprit Bumrah has been given a break, making Mohammed Siraj the sole experienced 
pacer in the line-up Six sixes in an over is a feat in cricket that is 

universally celebrated

RANCHI, Feb 22 (Agencies): England 
captain Ben Stokes added spice to the 
talks on Ranchi pitch for the fourth Test 
against India, saying he has not seen 
anything remotely like the 22-yard strip 
here in the past.

India are leading the five-match series 
2-1 and the penultimate Test will start 
here on Friday.

However, discussion about the “platey 
cracks” on the pitch as described by 
England batter Ollie Pope has domi-
nated the build-up to this Test.

Stokes added a touch of intrigue as 
well. “It looked interesting, didn’t it? I 
don’t know. I can’t say much. I don’t 
know, I’ve never seen something like 
that before so I have no idea. I don’t 
know what could happen,” Stokes was 
quoted as saying by ESPNCricinfo.

It indeed was an ominous reading of 
the playing surface, if you are from the 
England camp. But then Stokes had a 
reason for it as well.

“If you looked down one side of oppo-
site ends it just looked different to what 
I am used to seeing, especially out in 
India.

It looked green and grassy up in the 
changing-rooms, but then you go out 
there, it looked different. Very dark and 
crumbly and quite a few cracks in it,” 
Stokes offered.

The nature of the pitch also delayed 
England making a decision on their 
playing 11.

Pacer Ollie Robinson will come in for 
Mark Wood but the call to add fourth 
spinner in Shoaib Bashir or an extra 
batter in Dan Lawrence will have to wait 
for now. Lawrence can also double up 
as a handy off-spinner.

“He’s (Robinson) got unbelievable 
skills to be a successful bowler any-
where in the world. What we’ve seen in 
England is he’s very skillful, but we’ve 
seen more than that in Pakistan.

“It’s similar but different here, but the 
skill he possesses, he can find any 
movement, and his release point is 
always going to be dangerous,” said 
Stokes.

So, will Stokes finally wear his bowl-
ing cloak? The Durham man remained 
a bit secretive.

“My knee itself was absolutely fine 
today bowling. It was just good to push 
past that 20-minute barrier, which is 
what I’ve been working around at the 
moment. It might be a bit stiff but we’ll 
wait and see,” he noted.

Never seen something like that before: 
England skipper Ben Stokes on Ranchi 
pitch ahead of 4th Test against India

LONDON, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Former 
Manchester United 
defender Rio Ferdinand 
said Arsenal looked a 
shadow of themselves 
during their loss against 
Porto in the first leg of 
their round of 16 tie in 
the UEFA Champions 
League. Porto beat 
Arsenal 1-0 at the Esta-
dio do Dragao on Thurs-
day, February 22.

A late goal from Bra-
zilian winger Galeno 
sealed the win for Porto 
in the first leg of their 
round of 16 tie against 
Arsenal. The Gunners 
were not allowed a 
single shot on target as 
the Portuguese side put 
on a defensive master-

class on Thursday.
Speaking to TNT 

Sport after the match, 
Ferdinand said Arse-
nal looked a shadow 
of themselves. Arsenal 
came into the game 
against Porto, having 
scored 11 goals in their 
last two matches in the 
Premier League.

“In open play Arsenal 
looked a shadow of 
themselves in the last 
couple of games we’ve 
seen of them and that 
shows you. That was 
against respectively 
West Ham out of form 
and Burnley, this is 
Porto, this is the Cham-
pions League knockout 
stages, a very different 
setting altogether,” said 

Ferdinand. He went on 
to say that Porto were 
spot on tactically, insist-
ing that the Gunners 
were not clinical. Arse-
nal had most of the pos-
session in the first leg 
but failed to break down 
Porto’s defence.

“But tactically Porto got 
it spot on. They were 
saying to Arsenal you’re 
not going to go through 
the middle, you’re going 
to have to go around 
and set-pieces are going 
to be your only route to 
goal and they weren’t 
clinical in any capacity,” 
Ferdinand added.

The former England 
centre-back said Arsenal 
would have been happy 
with a goalless draw in 

the first leg. The second 
leg between Arsenal and 
Porto will be played at 
the Emirates Stadium in 
London on March 14.

“I think they would 
have been happy with 
a 0-0 after the way the 
game panned out but 
this is the level we’re at. 
When you get to knock-
out football in the Cham-
pions League, this is the 

top level. You have to 
approach these games 
right and if you make 
mistakes and give the 
ball away cheaply at this 
level you get punished,” 
said Ferdinand.

Following their loss 
against Porto, Arsenal 
will take on Newcastle 
United in the Premier 
League on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 25.

Arsenal looked a shadow of themselves, says Rio Ferdinand 
following Porto loss

ISLAMABAD, Feb 22 
(Agencies): Pakistan 
star Babar Azam on 
Wednesday surpassed 
the likes of Chris Gayle 
and Virat Kohli to 
become the fastest 
batter to reach the mile-
stone of 10,000 T20 
runs. He is the fastest to 
achieve the feat in terms 
of all - innings, matches 
and time taken. Babar 
raced to the landmark 
during his 72-run knock 
in his team Peshawar 
Zalmi’s seven-wicket 
defeat to Karachi Kings 
in Pakistan Super 
League. Ahead of the 
game in Lahore, Babar 
was only six short of the 
10,000-run mark. Babar 
got there in 271 innings, 
281 matches, and 11 
years and 82 days.

West Indies legend 
Gayle reached the mile-
stone in 285 innings, 
290 matches, and 11 
years and 215 days. 
Meanwhile, star India 
batter Kohli achieved 
it in 299 innings, 314 
matches, and 14 years 
and 176 days.

Former Pakistan team 
director Mohammad 
Hafeez recently dis-

closed details about the 
conversation he had 
with star batters Babar 
and Mohammad Rizwan 
during the recently 
concluded T20I series 
against New Zealand.

Pakistan avoided a 
whitewash during the 
five-match T20I series 
by registering a 42-run 
victory in the final game 
to end their tour on 4-1.

During the first three 
games of the series, 
Babar showed glimpses 
of returning to his peak 
after going through a 
barren run in last year’s 
World Cup and the Test 
series against Australia.

Against the Kiwis, the 
experienced batter reg-
istered scores of 57, 66 
and 58. Overall in the 
series, he amassed 
213 runs at an average 
of 42.6.

Hafeez opened up 
about the conver-
sation he had with 
Babar during which he 
stressed the impor-
tance of contribution 
from each player which 
plays a major role in the 
team’s achievements.

“You are a great 
player, you are a won-

derful player, and you 
are playing great crick-
et; however, you have 
to develop the Pakistan 
team,” Hafeez said in 
an interview, as quoted 
from Geo News.

The former team direc-
tor suggested Rizwan 
and Babar embrace 
positional changes. He 
went on to reveal that 
he appreciated Babar’s 
talent and potential but 
urged him to play at 
the number three spot 
rather than opening for 
the team.

“We need to develop a 
team, and for that, I want 
you to come at number 
three because you have 
been playing this role in 
the ODI cricket for the 
last six years,” Hafeez 
added.

Babar Azam Surpasses Virat Kohli, Chris Gayle To Register 
Massive T20 Record

RANCHI, Feb 22 (Agencies): The 
pitches might not have been entirely in 
their favour, but the Indian pacers’ abil-
ity to strike at vital situations has made 
a sea of difference, batter Shubman 
Gill reckoned.

The four spinners — R Ashwin (11), 
Ravindra Jadeja (12), Kuldeep Yadav 
(8) and Axar Patel (5) — together have 
taken 36 wickets across three matches 
as compared to 22 by pacers so far.

So, the numbers might be favouring 
the tweakers, but Gill said the pacemen 
bowled well according to the conditions 
to keep their side ahead.

“Wherever we play in India, wickets 
help spinners a bit. Ash bhai (R Ashwin) 
and Jaddu bhai (Ravindra Jadeja) will 
take wickets anyway, but the way our 
fast bowlers have bowled, it has made 
the difference in this series,” said Gill.

However, India will be without Jas-
prit Bumrah as the premier pacer has 
been given rest. He has so far taken 

17 wickets from three Tests to lead the 
chart for India.

But Gill said the other Indian pacers 
have enough experience in these con-
ditions to make an impact, citing the 
example of Mohammed Siraj’s four-
wicket haul at Rajkot.

“If a player in the class of Boom bhai 
is not playing, any team will miss him, 
especially since he leads our fast-bowl-
ing attack. But, Siraj also took four wick-
ets in crucial times in the last match,” 
he said.

Fast bowlers have done a 
world of good: Gill



  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020			  				    STATE
  Top News of J&K
  Jammu, Monday, August 24, 2020			   				    STATE

	 					     12LOCAL Top News of J&K
Jammu, Thursday, February 22, 2024

Edited, Printed, Published and Owned by: Rajiv Mahajan, Office : 17- New Rehari Jammu, Published from 17- New Rehari Jammu, and Printed from  GK Offset Printing Press 
situated at Shivalik Puram Janipur, Jammu on behalf of Rajiv Mahajan. Senior Editor : M. K Bangroo, Executive Editor : Anita Gupta,   Photo Journalist: Aman Sharma  (9906198186), 

Head Office Jammu. Mobile No : (9906300707, 9086072548),  Fax No: 0191-2561688.   
e-mail: topnewsjk@gmail.com, editortopnewsjk@gmail.com 

(All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent courts and forums in Jammu City).

Top News Report

KATHUA, Feb 22:  
Principal GDC, Kathua 
Prof Seema Mir felici-
tated NSS Volunteer  
Keshav Sambyal who 

participated in National 
Youth Convention at 
27th National Youth 
Festival 2024 held at  
Nasik  Maharashtra 
w.e.f 12th- 16 January 
2024.

 In an effort to spread 
the message of Unity 
in Diversity among the 
youth of the country, 
Ministry of Youth Affairs 

and Sports Govt of India  
took the mega initiative 
of hosting the National 
Youth Convention at 
National Youth Festival 
2024. 

The volunteers from 

different States and 
Union Territories of 
India participated in the 
National youth Festival. 

 Keshav Sambyal rep-
resented  Gdc Kathua  
in the 27th  National 
Youth Festival 2024. 
During this conven-
tion, he got a chance 
to visit historical places 
in Nashik Maharashtra.

The participating volun-
teer today met with Prin-
cipal GDC, Kathua and 
shared his experience. 
Principal Prof. Seema 
Mir congratulated him 
for being a part of this 

National Youth Conven-
tion and representing 
this prestigious institute 
at National level. She 
also appreciated the 
efforts of NSS program 
officers Prof Dr Kulbir 
Singh, Dr Pinkey and 
Prof. Arvind Kumar for  
preparing  volunteers 
for selection in these 
camps.

Top News Report

KATRA, Feb 22: In a 
bid to provide courses 
in line with changing 
industry needs and NEP 
2020, a National Work-
shop on Curriculum 
Planning and Course 
Design was hosted by 
the School of Mechani-
cal Engineering at Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Uni-
versity under the chair-
manship of Prof. Pragati 
Kumar (Vice Chancellor, 
SMVDU).

 The workshop focused 
on refining course curri-
cula to reflect industry 
evolution, integrating 
innovation and tech-
nology in educational 
frameworks, embrac-
ing the principles of 
NEP 2020 in curriculum 
development.

 The workshop fea-
tured insights from dis-
tinguished academic 
and industry leaders 
with varied expertise. 
With the rapidly evolv-
ing landscape of tech-
nology and industry 
demands, the workshop 

aimed to revamp exist-
ing curricula to ensure 
relevance, agility, and 
alignment with contem-
porary industry needs. 
Experts engaged in 
robust discussions, 
sharing insights, best 
practices, and experi-
ences in curriculum 
development and peda-
gogical approaches. 
The academic experts 
who deliberated during 
the workshop include  
Prof. Deepak Kumar, 
Head, Centre for Auto-
motive Research, IIT 
Delhi, Prof. Niraj Sinha, 
Mechanical Engineering 
Department, IIT Kanpur, 

Prof. Harpreet Singh, 
Mechanical Engineering 
Department,  IIT Ropar, 
Prof. Subash Chander, 
Mechanical Engineer-
ing Department, NIT 
Jalandhar and Dr. Durai 
Prabhakaran, Mechani-
cal Engineering Depart-
ment, IIT Jammu.

 The industry experts 
included Amrendra 
Kumar, Country Gener-
al Manager and Whole 
Time Director, Winoa 
Abrasives India Private 
Limited and Ashwani 
Koul, Maruti Suzuki Pvt. 
Ltd who provided their 
inputs to revamp the 
course curriculum in line 

with the changing needs 
of the industry and NEP 
2020.  

Prof. Pragati Kumar, 
V ice Chance l lo r, 
SMVDU spoke about 
the NEP2020 imple-
mentation at SMVDU 
and the flexibility being 
offered to the students. 
Prof. Balbir Singh, Dean 
of Academic Affairs, 
SMVDU spoke about 
the need for the minor 
and honors degrees 
being offered by the 
School of Mechanical 
Engineering. Prof. M. 
Eswaramoorthy, Head 
SME also spoke at the 
occasion. During the 

day long discussions 
included proposals to 
offer minor and honors 
degrees at UG level in 
areas of 3D printing, 
Robotics, Automation, 
and Biomechanical. 

Also, discussion on 
the proposal to offer 
M.Tech in Smart Manu-
facturing by the School 
of Mechanical Engineer-
ing was also held. Dr. 
Ankush Raina (Assis-
tant Professor, SME) 
carried out the pro-
ceedings of the event 
and Prof. Ankush Anand 
delivered the formal 
vote of thanks. 

The workshop was 
organized jointly by Dr. 
Ankush Raina (Assistant 
Professor, SME), Dr. Mir 
Irfan Ul Haq (Assistant 
Professor, SME), Prof. 
Ankush Anand, SME, 
Dr. Sanjay Mohan 
(Assistant Professor, 
SME). B.K. Bhatia 
(TPO, SMVDU), Er. 
Deepak Byotra (Super-
intendent Workshop) 
and all faculty members 
of SoME also attended 
the day-long workshop.

GDC Kathua felicitates NSS 
volunteer Keshav Sambyal 

 National Workshop on Curriculum Planning and 
Course design held at SMVDU

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22:  In a 
simple yet impressive 
ceremony, Dr. Rajesh 
Gupta, Principal of GGM 
Science College Jammu 
in presence of faculty of  
Chemistry department, 
today released three 
books authored by a 
group of faculty mem-
bers of the Department 
of Chemistry comprising 
of  Dr. Ashaq Hussain, 
Dr. Mukhtyar  Singh 
Saini, and Dr. Sukhdeep 
Singh Sasan.

While divulging the 
detai ls Dr. Ashaq 
Hussain, the primary 
author of the books, 
shared insights into 
the books, emphasiz-
ing their significance 
in light of the changes 

brought about by the 
implementation of NEP 
2020. He highlighted 
the challenges faced 
by students and teach-
ers in adapting to the 
revised curriculum and 
new skill courses. 

The books aim to 
address these challeng-
es by providing updat-
ed and comprehensive 
study material, serving 
as valuable references 
for both teachers and 

students, facilitating 
efficient and successful 
academic journeys.

 Dr. Ashaq further 
added that the con-
tent of the books is 
meticulously crafted 
to align with the syllabi 
prescribed by various 
universities, ensuring 
relevance and applica-
bility to the needs of the 
students. 

Dr. M. S. Saini, anoth-
er author of the books, 

expressed gratitude to 
the Principal for rec-
ognizing the work of 
authors. 

He emphasized the 
potential benefits of 
these books to students, 
stating that they will 
significantly aid in their 
studies and contribute 
to their academic suc-
cess. 

He further under-
scored the role of these 
books in supporting stu-

dents and educators to 
navigate the education-
al landscape in line with 
the evolving academic 
requirements.

While congratulat-
ing the authors of the 
books, Dr. Rajesh 
Gupta,  Principal GGM 
Science College said 
that these books mark 
commendable efforts by 
the authors to enhance 
the educational experi-
ence for both faculty 
and students, aligning 
with the goals set by 
the National Education 
Policy 2020.

 Dr. Gupta further 
emphasized that this 
contribution will not only 
enhance the authors’ 
profiles but also posi-
tively impact the col-
lege’s overall profile.

Principal of GGM Science College releases books 
authored by College faculty Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 22: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Border Area Develop-
ment Conference (JK-
BADC), a registered 
organization work-
ing for the welfare of 
border residents of 
J&K has urged the 
J&K administration to 
establish additional 
hostels for Schedule 
Tribe Students in J&K 
as the number of tribal 
students has increased 
after the inclusion of 
Gadda Brahmin, Pahari 
Ethnic tribe , Koli and 
Paddari community in 
the schedule list of tribal 
communities.

The organization in  its 
appeal has stated  that 
after the gazette notifi-
cation of the Constitu-

tion (Jammu and Kash-
mir) Scheduled Tribes 
Order (Amendment) 
Act, 2024, now the tribal 
population of  J&K has 
increased manifold thus 
it is imperative that the 
number of Tribal hos-
tels for ST students be 
increased proportion-
ally.

Dr Shazad Ahmed 
Malik, Chairman of the 
BADC and former Vice 
Chancellor said that as 
the new academic ses-
sion 2024-25 is all set 

to begin within a few 
week’s time thus the 
Jammu and Kashmir  
government  must take 
initiative and set up new 
hostels for the students 
belonging to tribal com-
munity.

Dr Shazad also urged 
Manoj Sinha, Lieuten-
ant Governor and Atal 
Dulloo, the Chief Sec-
retary of J&K to ensure 
that the students of the  
recently included tribal 
communities are pro-
vided all the benefits 
available to STs under 
the constitution  of India.  

The former VC empha-
sized that the neces-
sary directions by the 
respective departments 
be issued without any 
delay so that innocent 
ST students do not 
suffer.

BADC demands Additional 
Hostels for ST students

Grand Shobha Yatra taking out on the eve of Guru Ravidass Jayanti in Jammu on Thursday. 		  Pic by AMAN SHARMA


