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Kavita Chaudhary of 
‘Udaan’ fame dies due to 

cardiac arrest

Arvind Kejriwal wins trust vote, 
dares BJP to seek votes ahead of Lok 

Sabha polls

“Should Have Done It On Day 1”: Sunil 
Gavaskar Unhappy Over India’s ‘Late’ 

Black Armband Gesture For Great

Night temp 
records 
jump, MeT 
issues 
‘yellow 
warning’ 
amid wet 
spell 
forecast in 
J&K

SRINAGAR, Feb 17 
(Agencies): As Jammu 
and Kashmir braces 
up for an extended wet 
spell beginning this 
evening, night tem-
perature on Saturday 
witnessed a jump with 
only Gulmarg recording 
below freezing level.
Also, the weatherman 
issued a yellow warn-
ing for isolated heavy 
rain and snow over 
higher reaches and 
disruption of traffic on 
higher passes from 
February 18-20. There 
are four types of colour 
codes signifying the 
level of caution: green 
which means no action, 
yellow—situation to 
be watched, orange–
government agencies 
need to be prepared 
for severe weather and 
red –action needed by 
the agencies.A meteo-
rological department 
official said that Sri-
nagar saw an increase 
by over 4°C, recording 
a low of 3.0°C against 
minus 1.6°C on the 
previous night. It was 
above normal by 2.0°C 
for the summer capital 
of J&K for this time 
of the year, he said.
Qazigund recorded 
a minimum of 1.0°C 
against minus 1.2°C 
on the previous night 
and it was 1.1°C above 
normal for the gate-
way town of Kashmir, 
the MeT official said.
Pahalgam recorded 
a low of minus 0.7°C 
against minus 4.2°C 
on the previous night 
and it was 5.1°C above 
normal for the famous 
resort in south Kashmir.
Kokernag, also in south 
Kashmir, recorded 
a minimum of 2.0°C 
against 0.4°C on the 
previous night and the 
temperature was above 
normal by 2.9°C for the 
place, the official said.
Kupwara town in north 
Kashmir recorded a low 
of 3.3°C against 2.4°C 
on the previous night 
and it was 3.5°C above 
normal there, the offi-
cial said.Gulmarg, the 
official said, recorded 
a low of minus 1.2°C 
against minus 3.4°C 
on the previous night 
and the temperature 
was above normal by 
5.6°C for the world 
famous skiing resort in 
north Kashmir.Jammu, 
he said, recorded a 
minimum of 10.7°C and 
it was above normal 
by 0.2°C for the winter 
capital of J&K.Banihal 
recorded a 

SAMBA/JAMMU, Feb 
17 (Agencies): The 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) and the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police con-
ducted a joint search on 
Saturday for any possi-
ble cross-border tunnel 
along the International 
Border in Samba district, 
amid heightened secu-
rity in the Union territory 
ahead of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit 
next week, officials said.

In the past decades, 
about a dozen cross-
border tunnels which 
were used to push ter-
rorists, weapons and 
narcotics from across 
the border were uncov-
ered by the security 
forces along the Interna-
tional Border with Paki-
stan in Samba, Kathua 
and Jammu districts.

Police had recently 
announced a cash 
reward of Rs 5 lakh to 

anyone who helps in 
locating such tunnels 
used by “anti-national 
elements”.

Modi is visiting Jammu 
on February 20 to inau-
gurate and lay the foun-
dation of 209 projects 
worth Rs 3,161 crore. 
He will also address a 
public meeting at the 
Maulana Azad Stadium 
in the heart of Jammu.

As part of the height-
ened security arrange-

ments in view of Modi’s 
visit, the officials said, 
the BSF and the police 
conducted a joint two-
hour-long anti-tunnel-
ling operation in the 
Ramgarh sector of 
Samba district.

The operation started 
around 9.45 am and 
search teams did not 
find anything suspicious 
on the ground, they said.

The officials said BSF 
troops guarding the IB 
and police personnel 
manning the border 
posts have been put on 
maximum alert, espe-
cially after the recent 
ceasefire violation by 
Pakistan Rangers, and 
have been asked to 
maintain a tight vigil on 
any suspicious move-
ment from across the 
border.

Besides the border 
areas along the IB, 
security arrangements 
have been beefed up 
along the Line of Control 

JAMMU, Feb 17 
(Agencies): The Indian 
Railways will start train 
services on the Banihal-
Khari-Sumber-Sangal-
dan section, a 48.1-kilo-
metre-long significant 
segment of the country’s 
most ambitious Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla 
Rail Link project, on 
February 20.

“We will get a step clo-
sure to realise our dream 

to connect Srinagar with 
Kanyakumari,” a source 
in the railways said.

“The Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail 
Link (USBRL) project is 
one of the most ambi-
tious Himalayan railway 
projects post Indepen-
dence,” he added.

According to sources 
in the railways, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is likely to inaugurate 

the section by virtually 
flagging off a train from 
Sangaldan.

However, an official 
confirmation in this 
regard is awaited.

Talking about the proj-
ect, a senior railways 
official said, “Spanning 
the challenging ter-
rain of the Pir Panjal 
ranges, the USBRL 
aims at establishing an 
all-weather, comfort-
able and economically-
feasible transportation 
network, connecting 
remote Himalayan areas 
with the rest of the coun-
try.” The USBRL project 
seeks to integrate the 
Kashmir Valley with the 
Jammu region and the 
national rail network, 
spanning a total length 
of 272 kilometres out of 
which 161 kilometres 
have already been com-
missioned.

CHANDIGARH, Feb 
17 (Agencies): The 
Bharti Kisan Union 
(Ekta Ugrahan) will on 
Saturday hold dharnas 
outside the residences 
of three senior BJP lead-
ers in Punjab on the fifth 
day of the farmers’ pro-
test over their various 
demands, including a 
legal guarantee for MSP.

Apart from holding 
dharnas outside the 
homes of former Punjab 
chief minister Amarinder 
Singh, the BJP’s Punjab 
unit chief Sunil Jakhar 
and senior leader Kewal 
Singh Dhillon, the union 
will also hold protests at 
toll plazas in the state, 
extending support to the 
farmers’ “Delhi Chalo” 
call.

On the fifth day of their 
“Delhi Chalo” march — 

called by the Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and the Kisan 
Mazdoor Morcha — the 
farmers stayed put at 
the two border points of 
Punjab and Haryana as 
they press the Centre to 
accept their demands, 
including a legal guar-

antee of a Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for 
crops.

The farmers from 
Punjab began their 
march to Delhi on Tues-
day but were stopped by 
security personnel at the 
Shambhu and the Khan-
auri points of Punjab’s 

border with Haryana. 
The protesters have 
stayed put at the two 
border points since then.

The Gurnam Singh 
Charuni-led Bhartiya 
Kisan Union (Charuni), 
which is based in Hary-
ana, will on Saturday 
take out a tractor rally in 

solidarity with the pro-
testing farmers.

Union ministers Arjun 
Munda, Piyush Goyal 
and Nityanand Rai and 
farmer leaders will meet 
on Sunday for the fourth 
round of talks. The two 
sides met earlier on 
February 8, 12 and 15 
but those talks remained 
inconclusive.

On Friday, the Hary-
ana Police released 
a series of video clips 
that purported to show 
several farmers pelting 
them with stones and 
attempting to provoke 
security personnel at the 
Shambhu border.

In a post on X, the 
police asserted that 
“ruckus” cannot be 
allowed under the guise 
of the farmers’ move-
ment. They claimed 25 

Sachin 
Tendulkar 
visits Bat 
factory in 
Pulwama

SRINAGAR, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Former leg-
endary cricketer Sachin 
Tendulkar on Saturday 
visited a bat manufac-
turing factory in Cher-
soo area of Awantipora 
in south Kashmir’s Pul-
wama district.

As per the details 
available with the news 
agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) Ten-
dulkar visited MJ Sports 
factory in Chersoo area 
today and interacted with 
the workers there.

MJ Sports factory, 
which manufactures 
bats, is owned by two 
brothers Manzoor and 
Javid of Chersoo.

BHUJ (Gujarat), Feb 
17 (Agencies): Two 
superintendents of 
police (SPs) and three 
other senior policemen 
are among 19 persons 
against whom a case 
has been registered in 
connection with the kid-
napping and extortion of 
an employee of a firm in 
Gujarat’s Kutch district, 
police said on Saturday.

The Crime Investiga-
tion Department (CID) 
on Thursday registered 
an FIR against two SPs, 
three DySPs, a sub-
inspector, and owners 
of Electrotherm Limited, 
among others, nearly a 
month after the Supreme 
Court lifted the stay on 
the Gujarat High Court 
order directing the probe 
agency to do the same, 
they said.

According to a release 
issued by the CID, Par-
manad Seerwani, a resi-
dent of Gandhidham in 
Kutch district, lodged a 
police complaint against 
two company owners 
and 11 others for kid-
napping and extortion 
committed in December 
2015.

The probe agency, in 
the release, did not dis-
close the exact roles of 
the accused police offi-
cers, citing that it would 
affect the investigation.

Former Kutch (East) 
SPs GV Barot and 
Bhavna Patel and 
DySPs RD Desai, DS 
Vaghela and VJ Gadhvi, 
and sub-inspector N K 
Chauhan have been 
named in the FIR, the 
release stated.

The complainant 

worked at Electrotherm 
Limited in 2011 and later 
tendered his resignation, 
which was repeatedly 
rejected by company 
owners Shailesh Bhan-
dari and Anurag Bhan-
dari.

The Bhandaris were 
accused of allegedly kid-
napping the complain-
ant when he refused 
to become the firm’s 
director after trying to 
resign unsuccessfully, 
the release said.

In December 2015, 
Seerwani was allegedly 
kidnapped and held cap-
tive in the company bun-
galow in Ahmedabad, 
where he was forced 
to sign blank papers to 
give away his properties, 
along with cash and gold 
worth lakhs, it said.

A case has been reg-

istered against the 
accused under sections 
406 (criminal breach of 
trust), 420 (cheating), 
323 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 347 and 348 
(wrongful confinement 
and extortion), and 364 
(kidnapping to murder), 
among other relevant 
provisions of the Indian 
Penal Code and Arms 
Act, the release said.

The complainant and 
his wife had approached 
the concerned authori-
ties between December 
6, 2015 and February 
4, 2016 to get an FIR 
registered against the 
accused, it said.

However, when no 
action was taken, they 
moved the high court for 
directions to register an 
FIR, it said.

PDD Daily 
Wager 
Electrocuted 
to Death While 
Repairing Live 
Wire

SRINAGAR, Feb 17 
(Agencies): A PDD daily 
wager died after he 
was electrocuted while 
repairing a live wire in 
Rajouri village on Satur-
day afternoon.

Sources said that a 
30-year-old PDD daily 
wager identified as 
Mushtaq Ahmad son of 
Mohd Bashir of Dram-
man Kochjja was critical-
ly injured when he came 
in contact with live wire 
while performing duty in 
Kewal village of Rajouri.

He was immediately 
taken to a nearby hos-
pital where doctors 
declared him dead on 
arrival.

Ahead of PM Modi’s visit to J&K, Security Forces conduct 
search for possible Cross-Border tunnels

Banihal-Sangaldan section of 
Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla 
rail link to open on February 20

Farmers’ ‘Delhi Chalo’ March enters fifth day, BKU 
(Ugrahan) to protest outside BJP leaders’ Homes

Five senior cops among 19 booked in kidnapping, 
extortion case of Kutch firm staffer
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Top News Report

DARHAL, Feb 17: 
The NSS Unit in col-
laboration with IQAC of 
the college organized  
road safety awareness 
program as part of the 
Viksit Bharat @2047 
here today.

The Ministry of Road 
and Highways’ initiative 
to observe the Road 
Safety Month from 
15th of January to 14th 
of February in GDC 
Darhal has successfully 
come to a close. 

The month-long pro-
gram aimed to promote 
road safety awareness 
among students, and to 
provide them with the 
necessary knowledge 
and skills to ensure their 
safety on the roads.

Throughout the obser-
vance, a series of 
engaging and informa-
tive lectures were orga-
nized by the National 
Service Scheme (NSS) 
wing in collaboration 
with the Internal Quality 
Assurance Cell (IQAC) 

of the college. 
The program wit-

nessed the active par-
ticipation of students, 
as well as the college 
faculty and administra-
tion. 

Under the visionary 
leadership of Dr. M 
Saleem Wani, Coor-
dinator IQAC and 
Dr.Mohd Akhlaq, NSS 
Programme off icer, 
the program success-
fully spread aware-
ness about various 
safety measures that 
can be employed to 
prevent accidents and 
promote responsible 
road behavior. The lec-
tures were delivered by 
esteemed experts in 
the field, who shared 
their knowledge and 
expertise on road safety 
regulations, defensive 
driving techniques, 
and best practices for 
pedestrians.

The final function, 
chaired by Principal 
Prof Musaraf Shah sb, 
marked the success-
ful conclusion of the 

Road Safety Month. 
Dr. Ghulam Abbas, 
Dr. Taseem Ahmed, 
Dr. Anzar Ahmed, Dr 
Asad Imran and other 
dignitaries graced the 
occasion with their 
presence. Principal 
Prof Musaraf Shah  
expressed his grati-
tude towards the Min-
istry of Road and High-
ways for their support 
and emphasized the 
importance of instilling 
road safety awareness 
among the youth.

The successful obser-
vance of the Road 
Safety Month at GDC 
Darhal not only raised 
awareness about road 
safety among the stu-
dents but also fostered 
a sense of responsibil-
ity towards ensuring 
safer roads for all. 

The college remains 
committed to organiz-
ing such initiatives in 
the future to further 
promote road safety 
consciousness among 
its students and the 
community at large.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: BJP 
senior leader & former 
MLA, Ashwani Sharma, 
during his weekly sitting 
at party headquarter, 
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu, 
listened to the griev-
ances of a large number 
of people in the Public 
Darbar on Saturday.

Ashwani Sharma also 
interacted with many 
of the people who had 
visited the party head-
quarter to seek help in 
resolving their prob-
lems.

Ashwani Sharma said 
that the BJP is not only 
a political party but a 
mission to serve the 
nation and its people. It 
has a committed cadre, 
always available in the 
ground, reaching the 
doorsteps of the people 

and helping them in 
many ways. He said 
that the Narendra Modi 
government, during the 
last about ten years, has 
launched large number 
of welfare schemes for 
the socio-economic 
upliftment of the differ-
ent sections of the soci-
ety, besides initiating 
numerous mega proj-

ects of development in 
various sectors.

Ashwani Sharma 
further said that the 
ten years rule of Modi 
government has been 
splendid. The govern-
ment took care of all 
sections and regions 
in its schemes, pro-
grammes and poli-
cies and people, cut-

ting across their faith, 
gender, region, has 
appreciated the good 
governance model of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. He asked the 
people to support BJP 
in the upcoming elec-
tions of Lok Sabha and 
return Modi as Prime 
Minister for third con-
secutive term.

BJP Media team 
member Sanjay Bakshi 
diarized the proceed-
ings of the public darbar 
and assisted Ashwani 
Sharma in communicat-
ing with the senior offi-
cials of different depart-
ments.

In the public darbar, 
the people raised their 
problems related to 
repair of damaged 
house, ownership rights 
to farmers, permission 
for construction in gov-
ernment allotted land, 
replacement of fused 
street lights, up grada-
tion of the transformer, 
black topping of con-
necting road etc. They 
had, all along came 
from Nowshera, Sumbal 
(Kashmir), Bishnah, 
Kupwara, Nai Basti, Ban 
Talab, Nagrota, Vijaypur 
and other areas.

Road Safety Month campaign 
concludes at GDC Darhal

BJP is a mission to serve nation, its people: Ashwani

Top News Report

NEW DELHI, Feb 17: 
Nearly 13,000 remote 
area patients have 
been attended so far 
in the far-flung regions 
of Udhampur-Kathua-
Doda Lok Sabha con-
stituency by “Doctor on 
Wheels”, the first-of-
its-kind, state-of-the-
art,Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) driven  free Mobile 
Telemedicine Clinic.

This was stated by 
here today in a media 
interview by Union Min-
ister  Dr Jitendra Singh 
who said that  this novel 
experiment makes use 
of the latest technol-
ogy tools whereby the 
patient attended by the 
Mobile Telemedicine 
Clinic is screened, thor-
oughly investigated and 
then the consultation is 
obtained from the con-
cerned super special-
ist doctor in the one of 
the leading hospitals 
in metros like Hyder-
abad and Bengaluru 
with whom an arrange-
ment has been tied up 
for the purpose. This 
entire exercise of patient 
examination and pro-
viding a prescription is 
accomplished in around 
45 minutes which may 
otherwise take several 
days if the patient has 
to physically go to the 
hospital, he said.

The majority of ben-
eficiaries of the ‘Doctor 
on Wheels’ initiative are 
women, said Dr Jiten-
dra Singh, stating that 

out of a total of 11,431 
beneficiaries in Doda, 
Hiranagar and Kathua 
-Billawar areas 6,643 
were women.

Same trend is visible 
currently in the fourth 
phase in remote Dudu 
Basantgarh in the upper 
reaches of Ramnagar 
block of district Udham-
pur where as many 
as 835 women have 
availed consultation out 
of a total of 1,452 ben-
eficiaries in 56 villages 
under 22 Panchayats 
where  the Clinic van 
has camped so far, he 
said.

Dr Jitendra Singh 
further explained that 
while the entire process 
of patient’s examination 
and consultation calls 
for a very heavy  cost, 
in this case it is being 
done free of cost to the 
patients in his constitu-
ency through the funds 
raised from voluntary 
sources.

The state-of-the-art, 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) supported “Aarog-
ya-Doctor on Wheels”  
is possibly the first of 
its kind Telemedicine 
Mobile Clinic ,  Dr Jiten-
dra Singh said.

Its huge success will 
inspire other similar 
initiatives elsewhere 

across the country as 
well, he said.

 “Aarogya-Doctor on 
Wheels” functions on 
the latest methodology 
wherein a patient can 
narrate his illness or 
complaint in his native 
language and the AI 
Doctor understands the 
language and responds 
to the patient in the 
same language, said 
Dr Jitendra.

Dr Jitendra said, this 
free telemedicine facil-
ity overcomes the prob-
lems of ‘Accessibility, 
Availability and Afford-
ability’. He said, the 
obstacles like quality 
of services, specialised 
doctor, distance of trav-
elling and cost of con-
sultation/treatment are 
targeted and solved 
efficiently through this 
facility. Ordinarily, a 
metro hospital will cost 
a patient very heavily  
and may take two to 
three weeks’ time. 

This type of free tele-
medicine mobile camp 
solves all the problems 
especially for those 
having weak socio-
economic background, 
he said.

For the convenience 
of patients, the pre-
scribed medicines are 
also being provided free 
of cost and in addition, 
medicine kits containing 
commonly used drugs 
are being distributed 
across the constituency 
free of cost to all the 
families in general, Dr 
Jitendra Singh informed.

The mobile telemedi-
cine clinic “Aarogya-
Doctor on Wheels” is 
an initiative, said Dr 
Jitendra Singh, to tie 
up with various doc-
tors of leading super 
speciality hospitals of 
the country providing t 
quality healthcare to the 
remotest and inacces-
sible areas.

This latest super spe-
ciality mobile hospital, 
inspired by the Prime 
Minister’s Digital Health 
Mission and Ayushman 
Bharat, is providing 
doorstep consultation 
with doctors and helped 
bridge the Urban and 
Rural divide in preven-
tive healthcare, he said.

Dr Jitendra Singh 
informed that the mobile 
Aarogya clinic is pres-
ently being conducted in 
Dudu Basantgarh in the 
upper reaches of Ram-
nagar block of Udham-
pur under the 4th phase 
from 17th January 2024. 

The majority of ben-
eficiaries of the ‘Doctor 
on Wheels’ scheme are 
Women, said Dr Jiten-
dra Singh, stating that 
out of a total of 11,431 
beneficiaries in Doda, 
Hiranagar and Kathua 
Billawar areas of Doda 
district in J&K, 6,643 
were Women.

Same trend is visible 
here with as many as 
835 women availing 
consultation out of a 
total of 1,452 beneficia-
ries in the 56 villages 
under 22 Panchayats 
the van has camped in, 

he said.
Dr Jitendra Singh, 

who represents the 
Udhampur parliamen-
tary constituency that 
also covers Kathua 
and Doda districts, 
said, the first phase 
of this facility covered 
more than 60 villages 
in the far-flung Gandoh 
area of district Doda 
where it spent three 
months. The second 
phase was conducted 
along the Zero Line 
villages of the Interna-
tional Border, and the 
third phase was held 
in the upper reaches 
of Bilawar, where such 
healthcare facilities are 
either not available or 
inadequately available, 
he said.

The Union Minister 
said the mobile tele-
medicine service, the 
first healthcare service 
that is delivered via 
digital mode, is being 
provided in J&K purely 
from non-government 
sources by two Startup 
groups belonging to 
North India and South 
India. 

The mantra of Prime 
Minister  Narendra 
Modi, - ‘Seva, Sam-
paran and Start-up’ 
is being followed in 
these free telemedicine 
mobile services with 
extraordinary medical 
facilities for people with 
low socio-economic 
background as this gov-
ernment is dedicated to 
the poor, said Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh.

Nearly 13,000 remote area patients  attended by “Doctor on 
Wheels” AI driven  free Mobile Telemedicine Clinic:  Dr Jitendra 

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: J&K 
Tennis Ball Association 
is going to conduct two 
days selection trails 
at Greenfield Gandhi 
Nagar Jammu on Feb-
ruary 25 & 26, 2024 
to select the J&K UT 
Senior teams (men & 
women) for participa-
tion in the 34th Senior 
National Tennis Ball 
Cricket Championship 
(Men & women) sched-
uled to be held at Ram-
anathapuram (Tamil 
Nadu) from 2nd to 5th 
March, 2024. 

The selection trails 
shall start at 11 am  
under the supervision 
of Gulshan Rattan 
(I/C Selection Trails 
Mob.7006963458).

The participants who 
are desirous to partici-
pate in the  selection 
trails should come in 
a proper cricketing kit 
alongwith Adhaar card, 
Physical fitness certifi-
cate & 6 recent pass-
port size photographs.

The par t ic ipants 
should also carry with 
them their personal bat 
etc.

The screening of the 
Selected teams team 
shall be held at the 
same venue on 27th 
February 2023 at 11/00 
am by the screening 
Committee of the J & K 
Sports Council.

It is in place to men-
tion here that the 
Selected teams shall 
leave from Jammu on 
28th February 2024.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 16: Mem-
bers of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Batwal Sabha 
at a brief function held 
in Village Garhi here 
today, honoured Batwal 
community’s brave man: 
Devi Dass Sargotra.

Speaking on him, the 
JKBS General Sec-

retary R.L.Kaith said, 
“Bravery is a unique 
aspect of a human that 
allows a person to do 
a task despite his own 
fears. One of the most 
unique things that I 
have found in brave 
Devi is that he had a 
driving force. He faced 
dangerous and difficult 
situations in his with 

courage.”
Thanking the JKBS 

members, Devi Dass 
said, “I am so grateful to 
be the recipient of this 
great honour.”

Prominent among 
others who were pres-
ent on the occasion 
included JKBS Presi-
dent Rachhpal Kaith, 
Subedar and Duni Singh 

JKBS honours its brave man 
Devi Dass Sargotra

Tennis Ball Cricket 
selection trails from 
Feb 25
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By: Sunanda K Datta 
Ray

The long-overdue Citi-
zenship (Amendment) 
Act of 2019 should have 

been spared the taint of vote-
seeking opportunism which 
the humanitarian measure 
has acquired from the timing 
of Union home minister Amit 
Shah’s announcement about its 
notification and implementa-
tion. Contrary to the furore by 
some Muslims and most Oppo-
sition parties, the CAA does not 
make any substantial difference 
on the ground. India has always 
been Hindustan in a larger phil-
osophical sense, and Hindus 
in neighbouring countries are 
viewed differently from people 
of other faiths.

That difference was obvious 
after the Bangladesh war, when 
the camps for mostly Hindu 
refugees around Kolkata were 
being closed, and inmates forced 
almost at bayonet point to board 
military trucks to take them back 
to the villages of Jessore and 
Khulna from which the Pakistan 
Army had brutally evicted them. 
“Do you regard yourself as an 
Indian, a Pakistani or a Bangla-
deshi?” I asked a wiry Hindu 
peasant who made no secret 
of his extreme reluctance to be 
repatriated. “You should regard 
me as an Indian citizen residing 
in Bangladesh”, he shot back.

Bearing in mind the sad histo-
ry of the Hindus of East Bengal, 
now Bangladesh, I could under-
stand his dilemma. Most East 
Pakistan Hindus were cultiva-
tors and fishermen from the 
more depressed castes. They 
were also relatively poor.

East Bengal’s big zamindars 
were also Hindu landowners, 
professional men, bureaucrats 
and academics who comprised 
the gentry in undivided Bengal. 
It was to oust them that the 
Muslim peasantry voted over-
whelmingly for Pakistan.

Significantly, while West 

Bengal in India did not abolish 
zamindari until 1954, in East 
Bengal, the system was done 
away with in 1950.

Jogendranath Mandal, one of 
Pakistan’s 96 founding figures, 
epitomised the anguish of this 
contradiction. As a Bengali 
Hindu Dalit freedom fighter, he 
thought he would get a fairer 
deal in supposedly egalitarian 
Islamic Pakistan. Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah thought so too and 
made him Pakistan’s first min-
ister for law, justice and labour. 
But Jinnah’s death in September 
1948 left Mandal vulnerable. He 
could not cope either with the 
West Pakistani bureaucracy’s 
bullying or the Muslim majority 
rioters in East Pakistan support-
ed by the police and, ultimately, 
by the rich and aristocratic Prime 
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan.

Helpless in the face of atroci-
ties against Pakistan’s non-
Muslim minorities and subject 
also to family pressures, Mandal 
eventually resigned his job and 
escaped to India.

Other attempted solutions also 
failed. One was a proposal to 
exchange religious minorities, 
like Greece and Turkey. Another 
was for a new Hindu homeland 
in a strip of Bangladeshi territo-
ry to the west of the river Padma. 
The 1950 Nehru-Liaquat Ali pact 
was a third plan to recognise the 
rights of the Bengali Hindu peas-
antry to their ancestral fields. 
However, whatever the Pakistan 
government agreed to in formal 
discussions was often negat-
ed by local officials who were 
quick to list the Hindu owners 
as “evacuees” and their lands, 
after the 1965 war, as “enemy 
property”.

Nor was there ever any ques-
tion of replicating in the east the 
rehabilitation plans that account-
ed for the west’s prosperity. 
Muslims in Punjab and Uttar 
Pradesh abandoned substantial 
properties that the Indian gov-
ernment took over to create a 
compensation pool for Hindus 

from West Pakistan. There was 
no such divisible property pool 
in the east. Nor did the Centre’s 
generosity extend to building an 
equivalent of Chandigarh city, 
setting up industrial townships 
for refugees such as the one at 
Faridabad, or developing areas 
like New Delhi’s fashionable 
Khan Market, established in 
1951 by India’s new rehabilita-
tion ministry to create economic 
opportunities for Partition vic-
tims, especially from the North-
West Frontier Province and 
named after Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan, an icon of the Indepen-
dence movement and NWFP 
chief minister from 1945 to 1947. 
Long before he became President 
of India, Pranab Mukherjee con-
trasted New Delhi’s generosity 
to West Pakistan refugees with 
its parsimony to Hindus from 
East Pakistan who were left to 
fend for themselves. The CAA 
belatedly attempts to correct that 
injustice.

The result of the BJP’s cam-
paign promises in 2014 and 2019, 
the CAA provides a fast track for 
non-Muslim immigrants from 
Muslim-majority Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan to 
Indian citizenship. One objec-
tion is that selective access mili-
tates against the secular ideal 
and violates Article 14 (equal-
ity before the law) of the Con-
stitution. Another is that it will 
be exploited to disenfranchise 
Muslims. The renewed call by 
Akhil Gogoi, an Assam Oppo-
sition MLA, to protest against 
what he calls the “unconstitu-
tional CAA”, is a reminder of 
how deep-seated such fears can 
be. Sadly, the rhetoric of some 
Indian politicians only go to fan 
these fears.

It’s not forgotten that Mr Shah 
had referred derisively to ille-
gal migrants from Bangladesh as 
“termites”. Uttar Pradesh’s BJP 
chief minister, Yogi Adityanath, 
had promised to cleanse India of 
other religions, calling this the 
“century of Hindutva”. Another 

BJP MLA from the same state, 
Surendra Singh, warned in 2018 
that India would be a “Hindu 
Rashtra” by this year and that 
only Muslims who “accepted” 
India’s Hindu culture could 
stay on. While the Kerala gov-
ernment challenged the CAA 
in court, several chief ministers 
refused to implement the law in 
their states.

Actually, India has moved with 
circumspection on the question 
of migrants. The informal term 
in Bangladesh that migrants 
without proper papers travel 
on a “jungle passport” means 
that a Muslim pays less to the 
Bangladesh border police and 
more to the Indian guards, and 
vice versa if he is a Hindu. Far 
from turning away Hindus in 
need of asylum, India operates 
a tacit equivalent of Israel’s Law 
of Return. Similarly, when the 
Custodian of Enemy Property 
compensated Indians who were 
originally from East Bengal 
for lost property, he sought no 
proof. Asked about evidence, 
the outraged custodian snapped: 
“A man has escaped with his life 
and you want me to ask him to 
produce title deeds?” Under the 
CAA, no Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, 
Jain, Parsi or Christian from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pak-
istan who arrived in India on or 
before December 31, 2014, will be 
treated as an “illegal migrant”. 
He/she will be allowed time to 
apply for Indian citizenship, the 
qualifying length of residency 
being reduced from “not less 
than eleven years” to “not less 
than five years”.

Reservations by some Ameri-
can and international organ-
isations reflect the stand that 
favouring one group can only be 
at the expense of other groups. 
This is a charge that India must 
strongly rebut. The government 
can do so most effectively by 
being impeccably even-handed 
in its treatment of all communi-
ties and curbing the tendency to 
indulge in abuse, vituperation 
and majoritarian bullying.

By: Farrukh Dhondy

Dodgy are the uses of 
democracy. which can 
turn to resembling the 

toad -- ugly and venomous -- and 
yet hope springs eternal -- that it 
wears a precious jewel in its head. 
(Quite enough of Shakespearean 
parody -- Ed)

Winston Churchill called it the best 
worst system, and added that “the 
best argument against democracy is 
a five-minute conversation with the 
average voter”. He didn’t live long 
enough to have even a half-minute 
conversation with Donald Trump 
supporters in the United States.

Some of these supporters are edu-
cated professionals, some are salt 
of the earth.

What makes them supporters of a 
-- OK, I won’t characterise Dump, 
everyone knows about his attitudes 
to race, to women, to immigrants, 
to other nations, to Nato, to the US 
Constitution -- and the word Trump 
is synonymous with ignorance and 
vulgarity -- but do the MAGA-
wallahs care? Oh democracy, our 
democracy!

And so, move to those countries 
which don’t support, through the 
one-person-one-vote system, a 
maniac such as Trump, but sup-
port leaders who appeal to voters 
through pre-democratic or atavis-
tic allegiances: religion, a nostalgia 
for lost empire, a myth of national 
greatness, xenophobia, racism…

The vote in several nations of 

Europe is predominantly influ-
enced today by a reaction against 
the mass migrations of populations 
in a globalised world. There is Gior-
gia Meloni’s post-fascist govern-
ment in Italy, Viktor Orban’s EU-
dissenting party in Hungary, Vox 
in Spain, the “Sweden Democrats”, 
Portugal’s Islamophobic Chega… 
One could go on!

Then there are the “democratic” 
countries who fall for appeals to 
religious dogma and ideologies of 
political antagonism to other reli-
gions. Mother democracy gives 
power to these factions which then 
commit matricide -- killing the very 
things like freedom of expression 
and protection of minorities that 
democracy should stand for.

But having said all those pro-
found things, gentle reader, I give 
you now the current, if minor, trav-
esty of the democratic process and 
appeal -- and that is the story of the 
coming byelection to the Westmin-
ster Parliament in the constituency 
of Rochdale.

The byelection, owing to the death 
of Sir Tony Lloyd, the former Con-
servative MP, has a list of eight can-
didates.

The Labour candidate, chosen 
before the closing date for nomina-
tions on February 2, is one Azhar 
Ali. This candidate asserted at 
a public meeting that Israel had 
allowed Hamas to carry out the 
attacks and the taking of hostages 
on October 7, 2023 in order to have 
a reason to attack Gaza and seize 

territory.
This conspiratorial opinion dis-

pleased Labour leader Sir Keir 
Starmer, whose one big play for 
popularity is distancing himself and 
the Labour Party from the supposed 
(though I personally disagree) anti-
Semitism embraced and/or allowed 
by his predecessor Jeremy Corbyn.

The Israeli slaughter in Gaza has 
put the Labour Party in a bit of a 
quandary. It is no surprise that 
the Muslim population of the UK, 
whose decisive votes have contrib-
uted to the election of 31 Labour 
MPs in this Parliament, are avid 
supporters of the Palestinians and 
opposed to the Israeli genocide of 
civilians and demolishing of Gaza’s 
cities.

Keir Starmer has apparently 
decided that his stance of coming 
down hard on any “anti-Semitism” 
will keep the “red wall” working 
class voters and the intellectual 
middle classes on Labour’s side and 
despite their sympathies with Gaza, 
the Muslim vote will, in substantial 
numbers, have nowhere else to go.

Azhar Ali, very calculatedly, apol-
ogised unreservedly for his remarks 
and said he was completely mis-
taken -- and I say “calculatedly” 
because he didn’t mean the apol-
ogy. He had got his real opinions 
across to the Muslims of Rochdale 
and now offered his tongue-in cheek 
apology to stop Labour disowning 
him. Nevertheless, according to reli-
able newspaper reports, he contin-
ued to hold the opinions, or similar 

anti-Israeli opinions for which he 
had apologised. The Labour Party 
then said that it doesn’t support him 
even though on February 29, when 
the byelection takes place, his name 
will appear on the ballot paper as 
the Labour candidate.

His calculation is certainly that he 
will get a, possibly decisive, major-
ity of the Muslim vote and enter 
Parliament as an Independent MP 
now that Labour has disowned him.

There is, of course, the possibil-
ity that it may not happen. He is 
opposed by one George Galloway, 
a maverick politician who was once 
in Labour but was thrown out of the 
party for obsequiously supporting 
Sadaam Hussein during the UK-US 
war against him two decades ago. 
Galloway went on to win a parlia-
mentary seat in the majority Muslim 
constituency of Tower Hamlets, 
defeating the Jewish Labour can-
didate. He is now campaigning in 
Rochdale wearing a Palestinian-
colours scarf and may draw a sub-
stantial portion of the Muslim vote.

The other candidates, from the 
Conservative, Lib-Dem and Green 
parties and Independents, are not 
campaigning on any Palestinian 
platform, but rather pushing their 
parties’ national and local policies. 
Except for Simon Danczuk, a former 
Labour MP for Rochdale who was 
dismissed in 2017 for sending 
sexual material to a 17-year-old. 
He is standing for the Reform UK 
party, a new extreme right-wing 
essentially anti-immigration group.

Anyway, exam time is naturally stress-
ful. Apart from having to memorize a 
lot for the exam, stiff competition on 

campus, expectations from family and friends 
and pressure to get good grades, all these fac-
tors add to the stress of students during exams.

This exam stress can have a negative impact 
on any student’s learning process and make 
studying a difficult task, which can affect your 
grades. Like Aarti, anyone can get trapped in 
this kind of negative thinking.

However, there are several things that you can 
keep in mind while preparing for the exams or 
while the exams are going on or even after the 
exams, so that you do not get trapped in such 
negative thinking.

Things You Can Do While Preparing for the 
Exam- When you eat junk food, you feel better 
at that time, but later it affects your digestion, 
causing fatigue and lethargy. Therefore, take 
a balanced diet and keep yourself hydrated; 
You should have good sleep because when 
you are well rested, it helps you to remember 
better what you have studied before when you 
start preparing again after waking up. Here 
are some ways to help you get better sleep; 
Indulging yourself in any kind of physical activ-
ity for at least 15 to 20 minutes can refresh 
your body and mind; Substances like caffeine, 
nicotine and alcohol increase stimulation, 
creating more stress instead of reducing it. In 
their place, healthy alternatives like energy-
boosting green tea, fruit or vegetable juices 
can be found and used; Figure out which relax-
ation technique works best for you and spend 
time practicing it. Effective relaxation tech-
niques not only help to improve well-being, 
but also help a lot in moments of crisis; Like 
other important hobbies like studying, playing, 
running, engaging in social activities, listen-
ing to music, spiritual activities, journaling, 
painting, etc., taking guilt-free breaks is equally 
important. Find out what can help you stay 
stress-free; By gathering information related 
to topic dates and resources well in advance 
of the exam, you can save yourself from last-
minute stress; Create an environment of study 
by keeping yourself away from noise, just like 
the environment of sitting in an examination 
hall and taking an exam. This method proves 
helpful: Following a predetermined routine 
helps with control, although this is not always 
possible. It can be beneficial for you to have 
an estimate of how much time it will take to 
complete a task.

We start feeling the way we think. What kinds 
of words are you using when thinking or talk-
ing about your test skills? Notice if they are 
too harsh, full of self-criticism, or unrealistic. 
Let’s check how much truth is there in these 
thoughts. You have to create an alternative 
perspective that is more sympathetic to your-
self and closer to the truth about the possible 
outcomes.

Stress increases in many of us just before the 
exam or while the exam is going on.

This is how stress manifests in students 
during exams.

Upset stomach, feel like vomiting, sweating 
palms, dizziness, heart beating loudly, ‘Com-
pletely going blank’, difficulty concentrating, 
feeling confused/overwhelmed or frustrated, 
being anxious/crying/grinding teeth/being 
restless/behavior like hovering here and there 
and biting nails. Negative thoughts in the mind 
like ‘I can’t do this’, ‘I can’t do this’. 

These things can help:- 
One should try to eat food on time and it may 

be tempting to study all night, but one should 
get some sleep before the paper.

When you are dealing with your own anxiet-
ies, talking to someone who is also uncertain 
and nervous before the exam is not a good 
idea; this will only add to the problems for 
both of you. Focus on doing certain things to 
calm yourself (like listening to calming music).

It helps to journal or put down your wor-
ries, doubts, and thoughts on paper. And you 
are less likely to be affected during critical 
moments. If you’re feeling overwhelmed, vent 
your experience out by simply typing some-
thing on your phone or writing it down on a 
piece of paper.

If you’re feeling anxious as you sit down to 
turn in a paper, pause for a moment, using your 
breathing to calm yourself. Breathe in and out 
by counting to three. And repeat this process 
until you feel better.

Maintain your routine of attending class regu-
larly and preparing assignments as before. 

After your exams are over, give your brain 
some time to relax. But for many of us this 
time can just be a time of increased anxiety 
about how I performed in the exam and what 
will be the result.

EDITORIAL

Democracy can be dodgy: The war in Gaza still plagues UK’s Labour Party

CAA won’t target anyone, it corrects an old injustice

Exam time is naturally 
stressful
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Top News Report

KUPWARA, Feb 17:  
The Kupwara based 
Vajr Division as part 
of ongoing Operation 
Sadhbhavana to bridge 
the gap between mili-
tary and civilian com-
munities organised a 
unique gathering which 
provided a platform for 
the Awaan of Drugmul-
la block to resolve their 
administrative prob-
lems/issues.

The local people also 
shared their concerns 
with the General Officer 
Commanding, 28 Infan-
try Division & other offi-
cers & suggested how 
the environment can 
be made conducive for 
peace in J&K.

A total of 90 individu-
als attended the event 

which served as a plat-
form for population of 
Drugmulla block to voice 
their concerns with civil 
administration & Army 
share their experiences 
and obtain solutions to 
the problems and areas 
of concern.

The Army & civil offi-
cers listened to the 
concerns of civilians 
and gained valuable 
insights into the chal-
lenges faced by com-

munities, while civilians 
expressed a deeper 
appreciation for the sac-
rifices and contributions 
of Indian Army.

The event was also 
attended by Sarpanch, 
Ward Members, Teach-
ers, Imams etc. 

By fostering open 
communication and 
mutual understanding, 
the aim was to culti-
vate stronger bonds 
between military, influ-

ential gentry and civilian 
populations of Drugmul-
la block and address 
issues that affects the 
Awaam.

The Kupwara based 
based Vajr Division 
expressed enthusiasm 
about the initiative, stat-
ing, “We believe in col-
laboration between mili-
tary and civilian life. By 
facilitating meaningful 
conversations between 
soldiers and civilians, 

we can break down bar-
riers, dispel misconcep-
tions, and build bridges 
of empathy and coop-
eration.

It is a testament to 
the Indian Army’s com-
mitment to support the 
regional population. The 
Indian Army believes 
in the transformative 
power of promoting 
dialogue, celebrating 
diversity, building bridg-
es and empowering 
change. This pioneer-
ing effort aligns with the 
Indian Army   ’s broader 
vision of fostering posi-
tive engagement. 

The local population 
were all praise for Indian 
Army for their efforts 
towards empowering 
the partnership between 
military and civilian soci-
ety.

Army conducts Awaami Milap in Drugmulla
Top News Report

KISHTWAR,  Feb 17: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
National Confrance Sr. 
Leader, Spokesperson 
Ajeet Bhagat has taken 
strong cognizance over 
the unholy Delimitation 
notified by the Municipal 
Council Kishtwar and has 
expressed  his anguish to 
the manner in which the 
rural areas have been 
taken  brought under 
Municipal Limits,which 
will have adverse affect 
to the public residing in 
Rural, Mandal  areas of 
Kishtwar Town. 

Expressing his state-
ment, Ajeet  has 
denounced that there 
will be long lasting I’ll 
affect over the Employ-
ment  Reservation under 

different categories  to 
the aspiring students 
viz, the Reservation to 
the Reserved Backward 
Areas (RBA) applicants 
to the extent of 20 per-
cent wil end for ever. 

The National Con-
france Senior Leader 
Ajeet Bhagat said that 
the Thousands of poor 
people in rural areas  
brought under Munici-
pal Council Limitation 
wil loose Jobs under 
MGNREGA. 

 Whereas, it has been 
urged the Rural areas 

viz, Lachkhazana, 
Killed, Wassar and 
PDC Colony up to Sen 
Petrol Pump via D.C 
Office Complex Zellana 
and from Zellana Police 
Naka point to Sangram-
batta and Chowk Hidyal 
upto Tund be excluded 
from the Municipal limits. 

Whereas, the other 
Rural, Mandal areas 
via Matta, Sarkoot, 
Berabhata up to Sar-
koot Mandir be brought  
under Reserved Back-
ward  (RBA) area and 
objection to the inclu-
sion of areas viz, Pan-
ditgam, Semana Colony 
to Zewar be kept under 
Reserved Backward 
(RBA) area, which in 
the Delimitation process 
has been brought under 
Municipal limits.

Top News Report

VIJAYPUR, Feb 17:  
NSS Unit (KHIDMAT) 
of Government Degree 
College Vijaypur in col-
laboration with Depart-
ment of English, under 
the banner of Voting 
Awareness Campaign 
organised an essay writ-
ing competition on the 
theme, “Right to vote” 
under the supervision 
and guidance of Prof. 
(Dr.) Vandana Gupta, 
Principal of the College. 

More than twenty col-
lege students partici-
pated in the competition 
with great enthusiasm, 
fervour and zeal. The 
aim of the event was to 
aware students about 
the importance to voting 
in a democracy.

The competition start-
ed with the welcome 
address by Prof. (Dr.) 
Anoop Kumar Bhagat, 
HOD Sociology. 

He briefed the stu-
dents that voting in a 
democracy is of utmost 
importance as it lets cit-

izens choose their rep-
resentatives in forming 
the government.

 He further stated that 
voting and taking part 
in the electoral process 
is more than a right. 
It’s a responsibility that 
each citizen holds to 
select their leaders. 
The terms and condi-
tions of the competition 
were informed by Dr. 
Naseem Chowdhary, 
HOD English.

In the competition first 
position was shared by 
Ruhi Sharma of B.A 
sem. II & Sheetal of 
B.A sem. VI; second 
position was shared by 
Rebika Kumari of B.A 
sem. VI & Rupali Verma 
of B.A sem. IV; third 
position was shared by 

Kajal Devi of B.A sem. 
VI & Monika Charak of 
B.A sem. IV. 

Principal of the Col-
lege, Dr. (Prof.) Vandana 
Gupta lauded efforts of 
all the participants and 
made sure that all of 
them register for the 
upcoming elections. 

The event was coor-
dinated by Prof. Anita 
Bhagat, Prof. Mamta 
Gupta, Dr. Anoop 
Bhagat Prof. Ritu Bhagat 
and Dr. Naseem Chow-
dhary and co-ordinated 
by Dr. Priyanka Ganjoo, 
Dr. Radhika Rasyal, 
Dr. Attied Khawar, Dr. 
Neelam Kumari, Prof. 
Sonia Devi and Prof. 
Mazid Malik. Certifi-
cates were distributed 
to all the participants.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: The Batwal Samaj Ekta Manch 
Punjab held a meeting at Pathakot which was chaired 
by Ashwani Chanjotra and attended by a large number 
of Batwal community members.

The meeting resolved to actively participate in Guru 
Gyagi Birth Commemorative Function slated to be 
held on February 24, 2024 at Shahzadpur Kothi in 
Jammu.

The meeting also resolved that Batwal Samaj Ekta 
Manch Punjab before coming to Jammu on February 
24, would take out a Nagar-Kirtan in Pathankot on 
February 23 to mark the birth celebrations.

Ajeet objects delimitation notified 
by Municipal Council Kishtwar

GDC Vijaypur organises Essay 
Writing Competition

Batwal Samaj Ekta 
Manch Punjab to 
participate in Guru Gyagi 
Birth Celebrations

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17:  In 
the sequence of events 
organized during the 
ongoing 7 days special 
winter camp, NSS Unit 
in collaboration with 
Zoology Department 
organized an aware-
ness lecture on “anti 
helminthes drug admin-
istration” on 17th Feb-
ruary 2024. The pro-
gramme was conducted 
under the patronage of 
Principal of the college 
Dr, Rajni Bhagat and 
under the supervision 
of Dr. Chanchal Angral, 
NSS PO.

 The programme 
began with the wel-
come address by Dr. 
Chanchal Angral (NSS 
PO). 

She said the very 
motto of the awareness 
lecture is to shed light 
on the importance of 
anti helminthes drugs 
in combating parasitic 
infections that affect 
millions of people 
worldwide.  Later 

awareness lecture was 
delivered by Dr. Shalini 
Bhagat, Gynaecologist, 
NTPHC Chakroi under 
the guidance of Dr. 
Monika Kotwal, BMO, 
R.S.Pura. 

She stressed that  
lymphatic filariasis is 
a dreaded infectious 
disease  transmitted 
by  the round worm 
parasites Wuchereria 
bancrofti and causes a 
disease called filariasis 
or elephantiasis spread 
by mosquito vector. 

Dr. Monika also 
addressed the stu-
dents and emphasized 
on the various methods 
of eradication of mos-

quitoes including drug 
administration and vac-
cination for CA cervix in 
females. 

Dr. Renu Manhas 
and Dr. Jasmeet Singh 
graced the occasion. 
About 50 students 
attended the lecture 
with great enthusiasm. 

The programme 
ended with the formal 
vote of thanks by Prof. 
Shifali Abrol, Associate 
Professor, department 
of Zoology. Dr. Radhika 
Mahajan, HOD Chem-
istry , Dr. Hari Singh 
and Dr. Sunil Kumar 
Mangoch, NSS mem-
bers also attended the 
programme.

Top News Report

UDHAMPUR, Feb 17:  
GDC Udhampur orga-
nized intra college Vol-
leyball Men Tournament 
2024 from February 17 
to 19, 2024.

 The Tournament was 
inaugurated by Prof. 
(Dr.)Romesh Kumar 
Gupta, Principal of the  
college and chief guest 
of the occasion. 

NCC Cadets, Sury-
adev Singh and Kavya 
Sharma escorted the 
chief guest to the sports 
ground, the venue of 
the match. Principal of 
the college appreciated 

the efforts of the sports 
committee and motivat-
ed the students to excel 
in the field of sports. 

He said that sports 
and games are integral 
part and parcel of New 
Education Policy. 

He further empha-
sized that for physical 

fitness, the students 
must participate in dif-
ferent sports activities.

A total of 4 teams par-
ticipated in the tourna-
ment. First match was 
played between Raman 
Team and Shivaji Team.  
Raman team defeated 
Shivaji Team with set 
score 2-0.

 Another match was 
held between Ashoka 
and Tagore Teams, 
wherein Ashoka team 
won the game with 
score 2-0.

Both the matches 
ended in neck to neck 
competition and final-
ly team Raman and  
Ashoka booked their 
place in the final match. 

The students who 
played exceptionally 
well were Nasir Beg, 
Ansh Sharma, Aryan, 
Ankush Kumar, Ajay 
Singh, Neshad Ali, Kapil 
and Rishav Singh.

Principal of the col-
lege chaired the Prize 
distribution ceremony 
as a chief guest of and 
presented the trophies 
to the winner teams. 

Top News Report

BANDIPORA, Feb 17: 
Under its civic action 
program,a free medical 
camp was organized 
by 45 Battalion Central 
Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) at Asham  vil-
lage of Hajin Tehsil in 
North Kashmir’s Ban-
dipora district on Sat-
urday.

The camp was inau-
gurated by PRI Nisar 

Ahmad in  presence of  
Apoorwa,  comman-
dant of 45 Bn CRPF.

He was accompa-
nied by  Rajiv Ranjan, 
other officers and local 
eminent personalities 
were present during 
the camp.

Commanding Officer 
45 Bn CRPF, Apoorwa, 
said that 45 Bn CRPF 
assured the local public 
that CRPF has always 
been helping the Kash-
miri people and putting 
all out efforts for peace, 
prosperity and develop-
ment of the society. He 
added that they will con-

tinue to conduct such 
a civic programme for 
the benefit of the local 
public in future.

Our aim to organise 
this free medical camp 
is to  reach out to the 
general public. 

We are providing 
treatment for common 
diseases, seasonal 
illnesses, and also 
if there is a need to 
involve expert and we 
are providing that, he 

added.
A local resident 

namely Mohammad 
Sultan  of Asham 
after getting a check-
up said that they are 
very thankful for this 
camp. The medicines 
are quite expensive 
outside. We have to 
spend Rs 1000-2000 
on them in the market.
The doctors are also 
very good. People are 
getting check-ups done 
quite smoothly.

A large number of 
people gathered to the 
health camp organised 
by 45 battalion CRPF.

Top News Report

THANNAMANDI, Feb 
17: In a commendable 
display of academic 
achievement, Principal 
of Government Degree 
College (GDC) Than-
namandi, Dr. Farooq 
Ahmed,  recent ly 
extended apprecia-
tion to the Geography 
Department for their 
innovative strides. The 
accolades were specifi-
cally directed towards 
two standout students, 
Kamran Latief Naik and 
Rouf Mir from the B.Sc. 
4th semester, who par-
ticipated in a transfor-
mative 5-day workshop 
on 3D printing and new 
product development at 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
University. 

Under the expert guid-
ance of Dr. Gulshan 
Rashid, Head of the 
Geography Depart-
ment, Kamran and Rouf 
exhibited exemplary 
dedication and enthu-

siasm throughout the 
workshop. 

Their active engage-
ment and commitment 
to learning not only 
reflected positively on 
themselves but also 
brought acclaim to the 
college.

Dr. Farooq Ahmed, 
acknowledging the 
significance of such 
initiatives in fostering 
academic excellence 
and practical skills, 
lauded the efforts of Dr. 
Gulshan Rashid and 
the entire Geography 
Department. 

He emphasized the 
importance of nurturing 
a culture of innovation 
and hands-on learning 
within the institution. 
Furthermore, Dr. Farooq 
Ahmed extended hearty 
congratulations to the 
deserving students and 
the Geography Depart-
ment for their remark-
able achievement.

 He expressed confi-
dence in their ability to 

continue making signifi-
cant contributions to the 
field of geography and 
beyond, further elevat-
ing the reputation of 
GDC Thannamandi on 
a national scale.

GDC R S Pura organizes awareness lecture 
on anti helminthes drug administration 

Intra College Volleyball Men Tournament 
2024 begins at GDC Udhampur

CRPF organises free Medical 
Camp in Asham Sonawari

Principal GDC Thannamandi Commends 
Geography Department’s Innovation

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: Pres-
ident Mission State-
hood, Sunil Dimple 
urged PM Narendra 
Modi to announce the 

restoration of J&K state-
hood and the holding 
of assembly elections 
along with parliament 
election in J&K during 
his visit to Jammu.

Dimple demanded 

to start Darbar move, 
return of J&K power 
projects back, employ-
ment package for the 
educated youths,  regu-
larization of the all daily 
wage workers.

Dimple asks PM Modi to announce restoration 
Statehood, assembly,  parliament elections
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In Chandigarh for an event, poet-lyricist Irshad 
Kamil goes down memory lane and recollects 

fond memories of City Beautiful
“Coming to Chandigarh for me 

is like ‘a-low-on-battery-cell-
phone-gets-its-charger,” said 
poet and lyricist Irshad Kamil, 
who graduated from the Panjab 
University and also worked with 
news agency. As he visited 
Mulk Raj Anand Auditorium, 
Arts Block I, PU, for an event, 
‘Chandigarh Language Con-
gress’, Irshad talked about the 
theme — ‘Towards a Compar-
ative Cosmopolis: Language, 
Culture and Hybridity’.

About his initial years, Irshad 
joked that he always wanted to 
prove that he was an intellec-
tual. “I used to love local papers 
which featured poems and 
other literary items. I sent my 
poems to them, but those were 
never printed! Later, I worked 
as a journalist for many years. 
Later, I thought Chandigarh was 
not taking my talent seriously 
and moved to Mumbai.”

Irshad paid due regard to his 
teachers sitting in the crowd 
and veteran Punjabi poet Surjit 

Patar, who also had a session. 
He said, “All these seasoned 
writers and teachers are making 
me nervous. You have grown up 

reading Patar ji, you cannot just 
say anything before him. I hope I 
am making sense. Also, as a lot 
of youngsters are sitting here, I 

am trying to say things in a way 
that they don’t come across as 
a lecture to them. I always try to 
connect to youngsters.”

Irshad candidly talked about 
the difference in writing poems 
and songs, “It’s way different. 
When you write poems, it’s for 
yourself and readers who would 
like to indulge in such writing. 
But when it comes to film songs, 
there are a lot of things that 
come into play. 

The characters, music pro-
ducer and the situation plays a 
part in writing a song, but then 
there is also the pressure that 
the song should be a commer-
cial hit, catchy and something to 
hold your attention for a longer 
period.”

As for social media, Irshad 
said, “Much has changed, the 
focus of young budding writ-
ers is to give quantity and not 
quality, which is something they 
should work upon if they would 
like to stay in this profession for 
long.”

Singer-songwriter Shakira is busy in 
the studio, as she has been ‘rebuilding 
herself’ with her brand new album. The 
47-year-old Latin singer, who split from 
footballer Gerard Pique in 2022, after 
more than a decade together, has so 
far released 11 studio albums since she 
was a teenager. She announced that 
her latest album Las Mujeres Ya No 
Lloran will be out on March 22. Shakira 
shared, “While writing each song I was 
rebuilding myself. While singing them, 
my tears transformed into diamonds, 
and my vulnerability into strength.”

The new album will feature eight tracks 
along with the previously released hit 
singles, including Music Sessions Vol. 
53 with Bizarrap, TQG with Karol G, 
Te Felicito with Rauw Alejandro, Copa 
Vacía with Manuel Turizo, and more.

The She Wolf singer has not released 
an album since 2017 when El Dorado, 
which was mostly sung in her native 
language Spanish, spawned the sin-
gles Chantaje and Me Enamore. Prior 
to that, Shakira released the self-titled 
record that served as her fourth Eng-
lish language album overall. It con-
tained the hit single Can’t Remember 
To Forget You, which also featured 
Rihanna.

Shakira to release her latest 
album ‘Las Mujeres Ya No 
Lloran’ on March 22

Actress Kavita Chaud-
hary, who played the 
iconic characters of 
Lalita ji and IPS officer 
Kalyani Singh in the 
Doordarshan series 
Udaan, passed away 
due to cardiac arrest in 
Amritsar earlier today. 
She was 67. Kavita was 
cremated in the pres-
ence of family, including 
Ajay Sayal, nephew, her 
neice, and close friends.

Inspiring an entire gen-
eration of women though 
her onscreen avatar of 
an ambitious and gritty 
women IPS officer in 
Udaan, Kavita Choud-
hary had shared that 
her role in the popular 
show had been inspired 
by her own elder sister, 
Kanchan Chaudhry 
Bhattacharya, who was 
the second woman IPS 
officer after Kiran Bedi.

Born and brought up in 
Amritsar, Kavita did her 

schooling from Shri Ram 
Ashram School and later 
pursued her higher edu-
cation from the Hindu 
College. She later went 
to the Natinal School 
of Drama. “Kavita and 
her sister Kanchan 
were both quite ahead 
of others, always striv-
ing to do something 
that broke stereotypes. 
Despite hailing from a 
affluent business family, 
both worked hard to 
make their own mark 
and succeeded. Now, 
with both of them gone, 
it is a great loss to city 
community, who had 
seem them achieve 
many milestones,” 
shared AshokSethi, a 
city-based businessman 
and friend of Kanchan 
Chaudhary.

Kavita’s ancestral 
home is inside Hall 
Gate. Though her 
screen time was limited 

to Udaan, Kavita later 
produced two film based 
on police force. Her now 
iconic character of an 
intelligent and informed 
housewife, Lalita ji in 
the Surf advertisements 
had made her a popular 
face among audience 
in the 80s and 90s. Her 
role as IPS officer Kaly-
ani Singh in Udaan, a 
progressive show about 
women empowerment 
during the time when 
women, in general, were 
still aspiring to break 
gender and social bar-
riers, was considered 
as a milestone in Indian 
television history for its 
premise and character 
development. She not 
only acted in the show, 
but also co-wrote the 
story.

Several actors and 
artists who knew her 
expressed grief on her 
demise.

Kavita Chaudhary of ‘Udaan’ fame dies due to 
cardiac arrest

The sixth season of 
the podcast No Filter 
Neha will feature Rash-
mika Mandana as the 
next guest. 

The show is gearing up 
for a brand new format, 
which will stream on JIO 
TV and JIO TV PLUS. 

Hosted by actress-
producer, Neha Dhupia, 
the show has already 
created a buzz for its 
upcoming season with 
an impressive lineup, 
inc luding Shahid 
Kapoor, Kartik Aaryan, 
Tiger Shroff and Kriti 
Sanon.

The addition of Rash-
mika Mandana, known 
for her charm and ver-
satility, adds a new layer 
of excitement to the talk 
show, as she joins Neha 
Dhupia in a candid con-
versation.

Rashmika Mandana to appear 
on ‘No Filter Neha’ Season 6

Actress Mouni Roy, 
who is gearing up for 
her upcoming OTT 
show Showtime, has 
spoken up about the 
challenges she faced 
in the industry, most 
notably of being type-
cast. The actress said 
while it may be a fair 
industry, but it’s not 
easy to work in it by any 
stretch of imagination, 
as each day presents 
a new challenge, and it 
demands a lot from its 
artistes.

Mouni Roy said, “I’ve 
been typecast, yes, of 
course. But I’ve also 
been very, very lucky 
with directors who had 
the vision to see me in 
different roles, in differ-
ent parts. Like Emraan 
said that it may be a 
fair industry, but I truly 
believe it is a very dif-
ficult industry too. And 
along with hard work, 
come a lot of challeng-
es. There is that ongo-
ing struggle that you 
cannot deny.”

She added, “There 
is no shortcut to hard 
work. And I truly 
believe work begets 
work. When you are 
focused on a project, 
whether it’s a dancing 
or an acting part, if you 

give your 100 per cent, 
if you somehow get into 
the skin of the charac-
ter and justify it, I think 
sooner or later you’re 
going to land that next 
role. And that’s been the 
only mantra of my life.”

The series also stars 
Emraan Hashmi , 

Mahima Makwana, 
Rajeev Khandelwal, 
Shriya Saran, Vishal 
Vashishtha, Neeraj 
Madhav, Vijay Raaz and 
Naseeruddin Shah in 
pivotal roles. Created by 
Sumit Roy, Showtime is 
set to stream on March 
8 on Disney+ Hotstar.

Mouni Roy says it is not 
easy to survive in 
the entertainment industry

Actress Kristen Stewart has revealed her anxiety 
got so bad at the height of her Twilight fame that she 
was admitted to hospital and given a sedative. The 
33-year-old actress has revealed she began suffering 
mental health issues after shooting to international 
stardom in the Twilight movies.

Her sleep troubles continued for years until she met 
her fiancee Dylan Meyer, who helped get her into a 
healthy routine after they moved in together.

When Kristen Stewart 
hospitalised due to 
anxiety attack

Gurpreet Singh, 
who was last seen as 
Prakash in Chaand 

Jalne Laga, made his 
acting debut as Sujal 
in Kahiin Toh Hoga in 

2005. Looking back at 
his journey, he says, 
“The journey had its 
share of financial and 
emotional challenges, 
coupled with moments 
of indecisiveness. 
However, each hurdle 
became a stepping 
stone, contributing to 
personal and profes-
sional growth. Looking 
back, I’m immensely 
satisfied with the choic-
es made and the les-
sons learnt.”

Kids these days have a 
lot of options to choose 
from as far as picking a 
career is concerned and 
Gurpreet feels, “The 
landscape has evolved. 
While parental guidance 
is invaluable, it’s essen-
tial to explore one’s 
unique path. Embrac-
ing differences fosters 
creativity, bringing fresh 
perspectives.”

So what advice would 
he give to struggling 
actors? “Embrace your 
uniqueness and stay 
persistent. Success 
often comes from resil-
ience, continuous learn-
ing and authenticity. 
Find joy in the process, 
and let passion be your 
guiding light,” Gurpreet 
says.

Gurpreet Singh says each 
hurdle became a stepping 
stone for him
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VARANASI, Feb 17 (Agencies): The 
Rahul Gandhi-led ‘Bharat Jodo Nyay 
Yatra’ of the Congress today entered 
PM Modi’s constituency Varanasi on 
the second day of its Uttar Pradesh leg.

Rahul Gandhi, along with the party’s 
state president Ajay Rai and other con-
gress leaders, stood atop an open jeep 
and toured the busy Gudauli area of the 

temple town. Mr Gandhi also visited the 
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

Apna Dal (Kamerawadi) leader Pallavi 
Patel and the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
MLA from Sirathu also joined the yatra 
in Varanasi.

The yatra on Friday entered the state 
from Bihar at Chanduali where it halted 
for the night.

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav has said that he will join the yatra 
in Rae Bareli.

The yatra will traverse through Uttar 
Pradesh before entering Rajasthan. 
The east to west Manipur-Mumbai yatra 
will traverse 6,700 km through 15 states 
and aims to highlight the message of 
‘nyay’ (justice) while meeting common 
people on the way.

Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo 
Nyay Yatra’ Enters PM’s 
Constituency Varanasi

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said that BJP 
winning 370 Lok Sabha seats 
will be a true tribute to Syama 
Prasad Mookerjee, who fought 
for scrapping Article 370.

Speaking at the party’s two-
day national council meeting, 
Modi said that ‘lotus’, BJP’s 
poll symbol, is the party’s can-
didate in Lok Sabha elections 
and exhorted the members to 
ensure its win.

As many as 11,500 delegates 
arrived in the national capital on 
Friday to take part in the BJP 

National Council meeting over 
the weekend.

Meanwhile, BJP chief JP 
Nadda on Friday opened an 
exhibition on ‘Viksit Bharat’ at 
Bharat Mandapam, the venue 
of the party’s meeting.

The council will pass two 
resolutions, including a political 
resolution, which is expected to 
hail PM Modi for his “stable and 
firm leadership over a decade”, 
and renew the call for the BJP 
to cross the 370-seat mark and 
the ruling NDA coalition to go 
past 400 in the 543-member Lok 
Sabha.

BJP winning 370 Lok Sabha seats will be true tribute 
to Syama Prasad Mookerjee, says PM Modi at 

party’s national council meeting
Modi says ‘lotus’ is party’s candidate in Lok Sabha elections; exhorts members to ensure its win

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
won the trust vote in the 
Delhi Assembly on Sat-
urday and dared Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to seek votes for the 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections. Kejriwal also 
said his party, the Aam 
Aadmi Party, was the 
biggest challenger to 
the BJP and that is why 
it is under attack from all 
sides.

“Go seek votes in the 
coming polls by saying 
you want to end the 
Delhi Vidhan Sabha, 
if they end the Vidhan 
Sabha, I will keep 
working for you (Delhi 
voters),” Kejriwal said 
during a discussion 
on the motion of confi-
dence he moved in the 
Budget session of the 
assembly.

Further, Kejr iwal 
asserted that even if the 
BJP wins this year’s Lok 
Sabha polls, the AAP 
will “liberate” the country 
from the saffron party in 
the 2029 elections.

“If the BJP is afraid 
about its future, then it 
is only because of the 
AAP. That’s why they 

want to break the AAP. If 
the BJP doesn’t lose the 
2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, then the AAP will 
surely make the country 
free of the BJP by 2029. 
The AAP was formed 
just 12 years ago. 
There are nearly 1,350 
parties in the country. 
The AAP applied for its 
registration on Novem-
ber 26, 2012, it has now 
become the third-largest 
party in the country after 
the BJP and Congress,” 
Kejriwal said.

The Delhi Chief Minis-
ter, who is also the AAP 
convenor, said his gov-
ernment has a major-
ity in the House, but 
it needed to bring the 
motion of confidence 
because the BJP was 
trying to poach party 
MLAs and topple his 
government.

The House later 
passed the motion of 
confidence through a 
voice vote, with 54 of the 
AAP’s 62 MLAs present 
during the voting.

“On contacting our 
MLAs, we found out 
that they tried to poach 
seven of our legislators. 
These MLAs today said 
in the House that they 
were approached (by 
the BJP). As Rajesh 
Gupta said, they (BJP) 
want us to show proof. 
How can we show 
proof? A person doesn’t 
carry a tape recorder all 
the time. They feel that 
the party (AAP) will col-
lapse once Arvind Kejri-
wal is arrested. They 
can arrest Kejriwal but 
how will they arrest 
Kejriwal’s thinking?,” he 
said.

He also asserted that 

no AAP MLA had defect-
ed. Two MLAs are in jail, 
some are unwell, and 
some others are out of 
station.

“The way they (BJP) 
have attacked the AAP 
and arrested our min-
isters, people across 
the country are aware 
of this. They think that 
people are fools, but 
they are not. Now dis-
cussions are being held 
in parks and people are 
asking ‘Does PM Modi 
want to crush Arvind 
Kejriwal’? Even chil-
dren are asking this 
question because they 
have arrested so many 
of our ministers. Our 
number 2, number 3, 
and number 4 are in jail, 
and talks are being held 
that soon number 1 will 
be arrested. This is hap-
pening because AAP is 
BJP’s biggest challenger 
in the entire nation,” the 
Chief Minister said.

Kejriwal also alleged 
that the BJP, through 
control over the Ser-
vices department and 
the bureaucracy, was 
obstructing the work of 
his government.

“They claim to be Ram 
bhakt, but they stopped 

medicine for the poor 
people in our hospitals. 
Did Lord Ram ask to 
stop medicine for the 
poor people?” he said.

Kejriwal said he has 
faced attacks in the 
past, been slapped, got 
ink thrown on him, and 
now they want to arrest 
him.

On Friday, Kejriwal 
moved a motion of con-
fidence in the Assembly.

This is the third motion 
of confidence by the 
Kejriwal government in 
the last three years. It 
comes amid the AAP’s 
claims that the BJP 
wanted to break the 
party by offering money 
to its MLAs and toppling 
its government in Delhi.

previous confidence 
motions came in August 
2022 and March 2023, 
amid AAP allegations 
that the BJP was car-
rying out “Operation 
Lotus” to poach its MLA.

The AAP has an over-
whelming majority in the 
Delhi Assembly, with 62 
MLAs in the 70-member 
House.

The Opposition BJP 
has eight MLAs, of 
whom seven are cur-
rently suspended.

Arvind Kejriwal wins trust vote, dares BJP to 
seek votes ahead of Lok Sabha polls

MORENA, Feb 17 (Agencies): A 
34-year-old pregnant woman was 
allegedly raped by three men and set 
on fire in Madhya Pradesh’s Morena 
district, and is battling for her life in a 
hospital, police said on Saturday.

The victim, who sustained 80 per 
cent burns, is undergoing treatment in 
Gwalior, an official said.

The incident occurred in Chand Ka 
Pura village, around 3 km from Ambah 
town, on Friday, he said.

The victim went to the village to work 
out a compromise with a woman who 
had accused her husband of rape, 
inspector Alok Parihar of Ambah police 
station told agency.

The victim was, however, allegedly 

raped by three men who were present 
in the woman’s house. Later, the trio 
and the accused woman poured fuel on 
her and set her ablaze, the official said.

A video has been shared with the 
police in which the victim, being rushed 
to a hospital in a vehicle, is heard saying 
that she was first gang raped, and then 
the accused woman and the men had 
set her ablaze, he said.

The victim’s husband, who is out on 
bail in the rape case, has handed the 
video to the police, Parihar said.

While the victim has recorded her 
statement with the magistrate, the 
police were yet to record her statement, 
he said, adding that the investigations 
are underway.

Pregnant Woman Gang-Raped, 
Set On Fire In Madhya Pradesh

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): At least 11 
people trapped under 
the debris of a collapsed 
temporary structure at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium in south Delhi 
were rescued today, 
officials said.

The incident occurred 
at 11 am, police said.

A Delhi Fire Servic-
es official said a call 

was received about 
the pandal (temporary 
structure) collapsing at 
the stadium. Initially, two 
people were rescued 
from under the debris. 
Later, nine more people 
were brought out.

A police officer said 
most of the injured are 
workers.

“The pandal was being 
erected for a wedding 

function near Gate No 
2. The injured have 
been taken to AIIMS 
trauma centre for treat-
ment,” the officer said, 
and added no casualties 
have been reported so 
far.

Personnel from the 
police and the fire 
department, and ambu-
lances are on the spot, 
the officer added.

Temporary Structure Collapses 
At Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, 11 Rescued

CHENNAI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): At least 
nine people died, and 
several others were 
injured on Saturday in 
an explosion at a fire-
cracker factory in Tamil 
Nadu’s Virudhunagar 
district.

According to locals, 
the magnitude of the 
blast was so high that 
four buildings, in addi-

tion to the firecracker 
factory, were destroyed.

The factory was owned 
by a person named 
Vijay and was located 
in the Vembakottai area 
of the city. After the inci-
dent, police and a team 
from the fire department 
rushed to the spot and 
admitted the injured to 
a local hospital where 
they are getting medical 

treatment.
According to the 

police, seven people 
died on the spot while 
two succumbed to their 
injuries while being on 
their way to the hospital.

The preliminary inves-
tigation suggested that 
the accident occurred 
in the chemical mixing 
room of the factory, 
police added.

Further investigation 
into the case is under-
way.

Earlier last year, eight 
people, including three 
women, were killed, and 
several others sustained 
injuries after an explo-
sion took place at a fire-
cracker factory in the 
state’s Krishnagiri.

9 killed, several injured in explosion 
at firecracker factory in Tamil Nadu

HYDERABA, Feb 17 
(Agencies): In a dis-
turbing incident, 21 
stray dogs were shot 
dead by unidentified 
perpetrators in a village 
in Telangana. An FIR 
has been filed under 
the Arms Act and the 
Animal Cruelty Act, but 
no suspects have been 
identified so far.

The incident occurred 
in Ponnakal village in 
Mahabubnagar district. 
The village is just 2 km 
away from a National 
Highway.

The unident i f ied 
assailants armed with 

firearms carried out the 
massacre, which also 
left several other dogs 
injured.

The Animal Husbandry 
Department conducted 
the post-mortem exami-
nation of the dead dogs, 
revealing the gruesome 
nature of the killings.

Addakal Sub-Inspec-
tor of Police, Srinivas, 
raised suspicion that the 
dogs were poisoned and 
shot at close range, pos-
sibly with locally-made 
weapons.

The absence of CCTV 
cameras in the village 
and along the high-

way has complicated 
the investigation. But 
authorities have initiated 
steps to install surveil-
lance cameras.

The motive behind 
the incident is yet to be 
ascertained.

A clues team has been 
deployed to gather evi-
dence, including identi-
fying the empty cartridg-
es found at the scene.

The police also 
revealed that two dogs 
died without gunshot 
wounds, suggesting that 
they might have suc-
cumbed to poisoning.

21 stray dogs shot dead in 
Telangana village, police 
launch probe MUMBAI, Feb 17 (Agencies): Around 15 commercial 

units and some houses were gutted in a fire that broke 
out in a residential structure in Mumbai’s Govandi 
area early on Saturday, in which nobody was injured, 
an official said.

The fire brigade received a call alerting it about the 
blaze at 3.55 am, he said.

“Around 15 galas (commercial units) located on the 
ground floor and some houses on the first floor were 
gutted in the fire that broke out in a chawl at Bain-
ganwadi in Adarsh Nagar area of Govandi,” the fire 
brigade official said.

The fire, which was tagged as level one (minor), 
engulfed some electrical wirings and installations, 
plastic sheets, household items, wooden planks and 
furniture, among other things, he said, adding that the 
blaze was doused after five hours of efforts.

Four fire engines and as many jumbo tankers were 
pressed into service for the firefighting operation, he 
said.

“Nobody was injured in the incident and the exact 
cause of the fire is being ascertained,” the official 
added.

15 commercial units, some 
houses gutted in fire in 
Mumbai, nobody injured

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): At least 
eight wagons of a goods 
train derailed in Delhi’s 
Zakhira on Saturday. 
The incident happened 
near the Zakhira flyover, 
in Chara Mandi.

A team of railway offi-
cials and fire brigade 
rushed to the spot as 
soon as they received 
the information about 

the incident.
A video showed 

the moment wagons 

derailed from the tracks.
According to the 

details, the goods train 

was carrying iron sheets 
at the time of the acci-
dent.

Railway police said the 
possibility of casualties 
in the incident was not 
ruled out.

Another video from the 
accident spot showed 
derailed bogies on the 
railway track. A rescue 
operation on the tracks 
was underway.

At least 8 wagons of goods train derail 
in Delhi’s Zakhira

HYDERABAD, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Bharat Rashtra Samithi MLC 
in Telangana K Kavitha on Satur-
day alleged that the Congress gov-
ernment in the state is not sincere 
in conducting the caste survey as 
it passed only a resolution in Leg-
islative Assembly without ensuring 
statutory backing.

The resolution passed by the 
Legislative Assembly on Friday to 
take up a caste survey gives false 
hope to the backward classes, she 
said.

Doesn’t the government know 
that the survey would not stand 
legal scrutiny without statutory 
backing, Kavitha, daughter of 
former CM K Chandrasekhar Rao, 
said on X.

Questioning as to why the state 
government is not taking into con-
sideration the experiences of Bihar 
and Karnataka, she demanded 
that legislation be made on the 
caste survey immediately.

Asked by reporters on the buzz 
about an alliance between the BJP 

and BRS for the Lok Sabha polls, 
she said the matter is beyond her 
understanding or capacity and 
that she does not have awareness 
about it.

The Telangana Legislative 
Assembly on Friday passed a 
resolution to take up a compre-
hensive door-to-door household 
caste survey in the state to plan 
and implement various plans for 
the progress of the backward 
classes, SC and ST citizens and 
other weaker sections.

Congress In Telangana Not Sincere In Conducting 
Caste Survey: K Kavitha
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TOKYO, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Japan’s space agency 
announced the success-
ful launch of its new flagship 
rocket on Saturday, making it 
third time lucky for the H3 after 
years of delays and two previ-
ous failed attempts.

The H3 rocket, billed as 
flexible and cost-effective by 
space agency JAXA, “was 
put into orbit”, a JAXA official 
told agency, after the rocket 
launched from the Tanegashi-
ma Space Center in southwest-
ern Japan at 9:22 am (0022 
GMT).

The next-generation H3 
rocket has been mooted as a 
possible competitor to Space 
X’s Falcon 9, and could one 
day be used to deliver cargo to 
bases on the Moon.

The latest launch follows 
Japan’s successful landing last 
month of an unmanned probe 
on the Moon -- albeit at a wonky 
angle -- making it just the fifth 
country to land a craft on the 
Earth’s satellite.

Cheers and applause could 
be heard from the JAXA con-
trol centre after the agency’s 
livestream announced the 
H3 engines had successfully 
burned, meaning the rocket had 
made it into orbit.

Developed jointly by JAXA and 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the 
H3 is the successor to the H-IIA 
launch system, which debuted 
in 2001. 

Designed for “high flexibility, 
high reliability, and high cost 
performance”, the craft will 

“maintain Japan’s autonomous 
access to space”, JAXA says.

The first H3 launch in February 
2023 was abandoned after igni-
tion issues left the rocket stand-
ing motionless on the ground.

On the second try in March last 
year, technical problems meant 
a destruct command was issued 
shortly after blast-off.

Improvements were made 
subsequently to the ignition 
system of the H3, which carries 
two small satellites. 

One of the microsatellites is 
expected to contribute to disas-
ter prevention by taking photos 
and videos.

The other, equipped with a 
sensor to detect infrared rays, 

is intended to detect the opera-
tion conditions of factories on 
the ground.

Separation of the microsat-
ellites was also confirmed, 
according to JAXA’s livestream. 

“We will keep analysing the 
sequences after successfully 
putting the rocket into orbit,” the 
JAXA official added.

The latest launch was post-
poned from February 13 due to 
bad weather.

H3 will be “an all-rounder -- 
able to launch satellites into 
Earth orbit, serve as a supply 
vehicle for space stations, and 
go to the Moon”, said associ-
ate professor Alice Gorman, 
a space exploration expert at 

Flinders University.
The successful launch on 

Saturday bolsters JAXA’s repu-
tation after a string of failures, 
including of a different rocket, 
a solid-fuel model called the 
Epsilon-6.

Japan succeeded in landing 
its SLIM spacecraft nicknamed 
“Moon Sniper” on the lunar sur-
face last month, although the 
craft’s solar panels were facing 
the wrong way.

Despite its series of past fail-
ures, overall, Japan’s space 
programme punches above 
its weight, said Adrian Michael 
Cruise, an honorary professor of 
astrophysics at the University of 
Birmingham.

The country “has future ambi-
tions for space exploration chal-
lenging some of the major play-
ers”, he said.

“However, space payloads are 
getting heavier and heavier, and 
to remain competitive in the mis-
sions it can mount, Japan needs 
access to more powerful launch 
vehicles, like H3.”

Unlike the reusable Falcon 9, 
the H3 is expendable, but scien-
tists say the trial of its world-first 
technology is significant.

“The H3 rocket has a unique 
and novel first stage engine that 
delivers greater thrust compared 
to state-of-the-art rockets,” said 
Michele Trenti, director of the 
Melbourne Space Laboratory at 
the University of Melbourne.

The H3 “has the potential to be 
the most cost-effective rocket”, 
making the exploration of the 
solar system more affordable.

Japan Successfully Launches Next-Generation H3 
Rocket In Third Attempt

KYIV, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Ukrainian troops 
withdrew from the dev-
astated eastern town of 
Avdiivka, Ukraine’s new 
army chief said in the 
early hours of Saturday, 
paving the way for Rus-
sia’s biggest advance 
since May 2023 when 
it captured the city of 
Bakhmut.

The wi thdrawal , 
announced as Ukraine 
faces acute shortages 
of ammunition with U.S. 
military aid delayed for 
months in Congress, 
aimed to save troops 
from being fully sur-
rounded by Russian 
forces after months 
of fierce fighting, Kyiv 
said.

General Oleksandr 
Syrskyi, who took the 
helm of the Ukrainian 
military in a major 
shakeup last week, said 
Ukrainian forces had 
moved back to more 
secure positions out-
side the town that had 
a pre-war population of 
32,000.

“I decided to withdraw 
our units from the town 
and move to defence 
from more favour-
able lines in order to 
avoid encirclement 
and preserve the lives 
and health of service-
men,” he was quoted 
as saying in an armed 
forces statement.

The loss of the town 
nearly two years into 
Russia’s full-scale inva-

sion may give President 
Volodymyr Zelensky a 
stronger case to make 
to the West for more 
urgent military aid as he 
addresses the Munich 
Security Conference on 
Saturday morning.

U.S. President Joe 
Biden had said on 
Thursday that Avdiivka 
risked falling to Rus-
sian forces because of 
ammunition shortages 
following months of 
Republican congressio-
nal opposition to a new 
U.S. military aid pack-
age for Kyiv.

Capturing Avdiivka is 
key to Russia’s aim of 
securing full control of 
the two provinces that 
make up the industrial 
Donbas region, and 
could hand President 
Vladimir Putin a battle-
field victory as he seeks 
re-election next month.

Avdiivka has borne the 
brunt of mounting offen-
sive pressure by Rus-
sian forces in the east 
as wavering Western 
military aid has com-
pounded the fatigue 
of troops fighting for 
almost two years.

“We are taking mea-
sures to stabilize the 
situation and maintain 
our positions,” Syrskyi 
said.

There was no imme-
diate comment about 
the withdrawal from the 
Russian Defence Min-
istry, Zelenskiy or the 
Ukrainian defence min-

ister.
OUTGUNNED AND 

OUTNUMBERED
Russia stepped up its 

offensive on Avdiivka in 
October and Ukraine’s 
positions had been look-
ing increasingly fraught 
for weeks.

The Third Assault 
Brigade, a prominent 
Ukrainian infantry 
assault unit, was rushed 
into the town to help 
reinforce troops this 
week as other Ukrai-
nian forces pulled back 
from the southeast of 
the town.

The unit described the 
fighting as “hell” and 
said on social media 
that Ukrainian defend-
ers had been outnum-
bered by Russian forces 
by a ratio of about six to 
100 in some places.

Russia has not given 
details of its losses in 
the brutal fighting for 
the town, but Ukrainian 
officials and Western 
military analysts say its 
advances have come 
at a staggering cost in 
terms of personnel and 
armoured vehicles.

The town, where fewer 
than 1,000 residents are 
now left, lies just north 
of the Russian-held bas-
tion of Donetsk which 
Ukraine lost control of 
in 2014 when Moscow’s 
proxies began an upris-
ing. Avdiivka has a vast 
coking plant that has 
stopped functioning 
during the war.

Ukraine Withdraws Troops From 
Avdiivka Amid Acute Shortage 
Of Ammunition

The H3 rocket, billed as flexible and cost-effective by space agency JAXA, has been 
mooted as a possible competitor to Space X’s Falcon 9.

PALESTINIAN TER-
RITORIES, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Fears 
mounted Saturday for 
people trapped in one 
of Gaza’s main hospi-
tals after Israeli troops 
raided the facility and 
the Hamas-run territo-
ry’s health ministry said 
several patients had 
died there from a lack 
of oxygen.

The ministry said late 
Friday that at least 120 
patients and five medi-
cal teams were stuck 
without water, food and 
electricity in the Nasser 
Hospital in Gaza’s main 
southern city of Khan 
Yunis.

In recent days, intense 
f ighting has raged 
around the hospital -- 
one of the Palestinian 
territory’s last remain-
ing major medical facili-
ties that remains opera-
tional.

Troops entered the 
hospital on Thursday, 
acting on what the mili-
tary said was “credible 
intelligence” that hos-
tages seized in Hamas’ 
unprecedented Octo-
ber 7 attack had been 
held there and that the 
bodies of some may still 
be inside.

The army said it had 
arrested 20 people, 
seized weapons and 
retrieved “medications 
with the names of Israeli 
hostages” in the hospi-
tal.

A witness, who 
declined to be named 
for safety reasons, told 
AFP the Israeli forces 
had shot “at anyone 
who moved inside the 
hospital”.

Gaza’s health minis-
try also said power was 
cut off and the genera-
tors had stopped after 
the raid, leading to the 
deaths of five patients.

It said it held Israel 
“responsible... consid-
ering that the complex 
is now under its full con-
trol”.

The Israeli army insist-
ed it had made every 

effort to keep the hospi-
tal supplied with power. 
“Troops worked to repair 
the generator while... 
special forces brought 
in an alternative genera-
tor,” it said.

But the World Health 
Organization on Friday 
slammed the Israeli 
operation, with spokes-
person Tarik Jasarevic 
telling reporters that 
“more degradation to 
the hospital means 
more lives being lost”.

“Patients, health work-
ers, and civilians who 
are seeking refuge in 
hospitals deserve safety 
and not a burial in those 
places of healing.”

‘Pattern of attacks’
Doctors Without Bor-

ders said its medics had 
been forced to flee and 
leave patients behind, 
with one employee 
unaccounted for and 
another detained by 
Israeli forces.

Roughly 130 hostages 
are still believed to be 
in Gaza after Hamas’ 
October attack on 
Israel, which resulted 
in the deaths of about 
1,160 people, mostly 
civilians, according to 
an agency tally based 
on official Israeli figures.

Dozens of the esti-
mated 250 hostages 
seized during the attack 
were freed in exchange 
for Palestinian prison-
ers during a week-long 
truce in November. 
Israel says 30 of those 
still in Gaza are pre-
sumed dead.

At least 28,775 people, 
mostly women and 
children, have been 
killed in Israel’s subse-
quent assault on Gaza, 
according to the health 
ministry in the Hamas-
run territory.

Israel has repeatedly 
accused Hamas mili-
tants of using hospitals 
for military purposes, 
which Hamas has 
denied.

The UN Human Rights 
Office said Israel’s raid 
on the Nasser Hospital 

appeared to be “part 
of a pattern of attacks 
by Israeli forces strik-
ing essential life-saving 
civilian infrastructure in 
Gaza, especially hospi-
tals”.

‘Dying slowly’
Around 1.4 million 

displaced civilians are 
trapped in the town 
of Rafah, after taking 
refuge in a makeshift 
encampment hard by 
the Egyptian border with 
dwindling supplies.

“They are killing us 
slowly,” said displaced 
Palestinian Mohammad 
Yaghi. “We are dying 
slowly due to the scar-
city of resources and 
the lack of medications 
and treatments.”

US President Joe 
Biden urged Israeli 
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu late 
Thursday not to carry 
out an offensive on 
Rafah without a plan to 
keep civilians safe, the 
White House said.

But Netanyahu has 
insisted he will push 
ahead with a “powerful” 
operation in Rafah to 
achieve “complete vic-
tory” over Hamas.

Foreign Minister Israel 
Katz said Friday that 
Israel would coordi-
nate with Egypt before 
launching its operation.

“Egypt is our ally, we 
have peace agreements 
with Egypt and we will 
operate in a way that 
does not hurt the Egyp-
tian interests,” Katz told 
reporters in Munich.

Biden said he had also 
held “extensive” conver-
sations with Netanyahu 
about the need for a 
new truce in Gaza to 
bring the remaining hos-
tages home. “I feel very 
strongly about it -- that 
there has to be a tempo-
rary ceasefire to get the 
prisoners out, to get the 
hostages out,” he said.

Hamas’s armed wing 
said that hostages in 
Gaza were “struggling 
to stay alive” as condi-
tions deteriorate due to 

relentless Israeli bom-
bardments.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported Thursday 
that Egypt was building 
a walled camp near the 
border to accommo-
date any Palestinians 
displaced from Gaza, 
citing Egyptian officials 
and security analysts.

Egypt has repeatedly 
opposed any “forced 
displacement” from 
Gaza, warning it could 
jeopardise its 1979 
peace treaty with Israel.

UN High Commission-
er for Refugees Filippo 
Grandi said any mass 
exodus of refugees 
would be “catastrophic” 
for both Egypt and the 
Palestinians.

“More important than 
anything else, a further 
refugee crisis would be 
almost the nail in the 
coffin of a future peace 
process,” Grandi told 
the BBC.

Israel shooting
In the southern Israeli 

town of Kiryat Malakhi, 
about 25 kilometres (15 
miles) north of Gaza, 
a gunman killed two 
people at a crowded 
bus stop on Friday and 
wounded four others.

Netanyahu warned 
that the entire country 
had become a front line, 
saying that “the murder-
ers, who come not only 
from Gaza, want to kill 
us all”.

With the war now in 
its fifth month, tensions 
remain high across the 
region.

Hamas ally Hezbollah 
and its arch-foe Israel 
have been exchanging 
near-daily fire across 
the border since the 
Israel-Hamas war broke 
out on October 7.

The leader of the 
Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah movement, Hassan 
Nasrallah, vowed that 
Israel would pay “with 
blood” for civilians it 
has killed in Lebanon, 
warning his group had 
missiles that can reach 
anywhere in Israel.

Fears grow for crucial Gaza hospital 
after Israeli raid

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Jailed former prime minister 
Imran Khan’s party has decided to 
sit in the Opposition in Parliament 
while launching a countrywide 
protest against alleged rigging 
in the elections after its efforts to 
form the next government failed.

The major political parties in 
Pakistan have stepped up efforts 
to form a federal government after 
the February 8 elections delivered 
a split verdict.

While Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) party-backed inde-
pendent candidates dominated the 
election results, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) claimed 
to have enough numbers to form 
the government as some indepen-
dents joined the Nawaz Sharif-led 
party post-polls.

PTI leader Barrister Muham-
mad Ali Saif announced on Friday 
that following the instructions of 
PTI founder Khan, the party has 
decided to sit in the Opposition 
both at the Centre and in the key 
province of Punjab.

The decision came a day after 
the party had named Umar Ayub 
Khan as its candidate for the prime 
minister and Aslam Iqbal as chief 
minister for Punjab.

Talking to the media on Friday 
night after visiting the Qaumi 
Watan Party in Islamabad, Saif 
said that the party decided to sit in 
the Opposition in the Centre and 
Punjab under the instructions of 
party founder Khan.

“We decided to sit in Opposi-
tion despite the reality that if we 
received seats according to our 
votes and the results were not 
changed then maybe today we 
might have been in the Centre with 
180 seats. We have the evidence 
that our candidates won,” he said.

The party, which also issued a 
white paper against alleged rigging 
on Friday, has decided to kick off 
its demonstrations from Saturday.

A PTI source said that the party’s 
incarcerated founder has tasked 
former National Assembly speaker 
Asad Qaiser with engaging politi-
cal parties to muster support for 
the protest drive.

A PTI delegation led by Qaisar 
met the leader of Jamaat-i-Isla-
mi (JI) and Qaumi Watan Party 
(QWP) on Friday, while a meeting 
with Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami 
Party’s Mehmood Khan Achakzai 

is scheduled to take place on Sat-
urday.

Qaiser-led delegation also met 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) leader Mian 
Muhammad Aslam and discussed 
the post-election scenario.

The delegation sought JI’s sup-
port for joint protests against the 
alleged rigging.

It was not clear if the party would 
participate in the election of the 
prime minister and Punjab chief 
minister after the decision to join 
the opposition ranks.

Khan’s party claimed that at least 
85 seats won by it in Parliament 
were snatched in the “biggest voter 
fraud” in the country’s history and 
announced plans to hold “peace-
ful” nationwide protests on Satur-
day against alleged rigging.

PTI’s core committee met on 
Friday and finalised the plans for 
the nationwide protest campaign 
on the call of the party’s founder 
Khan.

The meeting urged the whole 
nation to come out of their houses 
against the “massive rigging”. The 
meeting also sought the resigna-
tion of the chief election commis-
sioner.

Independent candidates - a 
majority backed by Khan’s Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) - won 
93 of the 265 National Assembly 
seats that were contested in the 
February 8 election.

However, PTI’s two main rivals 
appear on course to form a coali-
tion government after former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan 
Muslim League-N (PML-N) and 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari’s Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) formed a 
post-poll alliance on Tuesday.

The PML-N won 75 seats while 
the PPP came third with 54 seats. 
The Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment Pakistan (MQM-P) has also 
agreed to support them with their 
17 seats.

To form a government, a party 
must win 133 seats out of 265 con-
tested seats in the 266-member 
National Assembly.

Khan declared on Friday he 
will not seek political vengeance 
upon returning to power. “We will 
not take any political revenge, but 
we will take the country and the 
nation forward for the sake of the 
development of the country and 
the nation,” he stated, as conveyed 
by PTI leader Ali Muhammad Khan 

following a 30-minute long meeting 
with Imran Khan at Rawalpindi’s 
Adiala Jail.

PTI’s Information Secretary 
Raoof Hasan and other lead-
ers including Sher Afzal Marwat, 
Rehana Dar, Shoaib Shaheen and 
Salman Akram Raja, who chal-
lenged their election results before 
various forums, addressed a press 
conference here.

Hasan said that 2024 would be 
remembered due to the “biggest 
voter fraud” in Pakistan’s history 
against the party and its candi-
dates.

“According to our estimates, out 
of 177 [National Assembly] seats 
which were supposed to be ours, 
only 92 have been given to us. And 
85 seats have been taken away 
from us fraudulently,” he said.

He said that the party was taking 
constitutional and legal steps to 
counter the rigging and get its 
right.

“We have verified data about 46 
seats and it is being compiled for 
39 seats,” he said.

Hasan also highlighted the dis-
crepancies between Form 45 and 
Form 47, which respectively deal 
with counting in each polling sta-
tion in a constituency and the over-
all count of all polling stations.

Hasan claimed there was a huge 
difference in the numbers of votes 
polled for National Assembly and 
provincial assembly seats. He said 
that the number of rejected votes, 
in certain cases, exceeded the 
margin of victory.

Separately, Hasan affirmed the 
party’s readiness for dialogue with 
the establishment, emphasising 
that the purpose of contacting 
political parties is not to form an 
electoral alliance but to bring all 
political forces together on a uni-
fied platform.

Speaking on the Express Tribune 
newspaper, Hasan highlighted that 
PTI’s founder has consistently 
advocated for engaging with all 
political parties. He emphasised 
that if political parties engage in 
positive politics, there is no harm 
in holding meetings and fostering 
collaboration.

“The purpose of contacting politi-
cal parties is not at all an electoral 
alliance; our aim is that all politi-
cal parties come together on one 
platform,” stated Hasan during the 
programme.

Jailed ex-PM Imran Khan’s party to sit 
in Opposition in Pakistan’s Parliament; 
to protest against poll rigging
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Ahead of PM Modi’s visit 
to J&K, Security Forces 

conduct search for 
possible Cross-Border 

tunnels
(LoC) and the hinterland to thwart any 

attempt by terrorists to carry out an attack, 
the officials said, adding security forces 
have intensified patrolling, area domination 
and checking in sensitive areas to maintain 
peace.

On Wednesday evening, Pakistan Rang-
ers violated the ceasefire by firing on a BSF 
post at Makwal along the IB in R S Pura 
sector, prompting retaliation by the Indian 
border guards.

The cross-border firing continued for 
25 minutes and later the BSF lodged a 
strong protest with their counterparts for 
the unprovoked firing.

Army troops guarding the LoC also fired 
at Pakistani drones on three occasions in 
different sectors of Poonch district in the 
past six days.

Banihal-Sangaldan 
section of Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla rail link 

to open on February 20
According to the railways, the Banihal-

Khari-Sumber-Sangaldan section, which 
was constructed at a cost of Rs 15,863 
crore, is ready for operation and the exist-
ing train services from Baramulla to Bani-
hal will now be extended up to Sangaldan, 
a town near the district headquarters of 
Ramban.

“It features 16 bridges — 11 major ones, 
four minor ones and one road overbridge. 
More than 90 per cent of this section is in 
tunnels, with a total of 11 tunnels covering 

43.37 kilometres, including the country’s 
longest transportation tunnel, T-50, stretch-
ing 12.77 kilometres in the Khari-Sumber 
section,” a senior official associated with 
the project said.

“For safety and rescue, there are three 
escape tunnels with a combined length of 
30.1 kilometres. Additionally, the section 
includes 30 curves spanning 23.72 kilome-
tres. To further enhance passenger safety 
and comfort, several advanced features 
have been incorporated, such as ballast-
less tracks and canted turnouts (a first for 
the Indian Railways),” he added.

Besides, CCTV monitoring and state-of-
the-art tunnel-safety technology, including 
ventilation and firefighting systems, are 
some of the other added safety features.

So far as electrification is concerned, 
the Baramulla-Srinagar-Banihal-Sangal-
dan section of the USBRL project, which 
spans 185.66 RKM (route kilometres) and 
serves 19 railway stations, is complete, the 
sources said.

“Constructed for Rs 470.23 crore, with 
electrification, it is possible to operate the 
state-of-the-art Vande Bharat trains in the 
section. Other noteworthy features include 
25-KV OHE inside the longest operational 
tunnel (tunnel T-80 in the Banihal-Quazi-
gund section), specialised equipment for 
high-altitude operations and 132/33-KV 
traction substations at altitudes exceeding 
1,600 MSL,” one of the sources said.

PDD Daily Wager Elec-
trocuted to Death While 

Repairing Live Wire
Meanwhile, police took cognizance of this 

incident.

Farmers’ ‘Delhi Chalo’ 
March enters fifth day, 
BKU (Ugrahan) to pro-

test outside bjp leaders’ 
Homes

security personnel — 18 from the Hary-
ana Police and seven paramilitary force 
jawans — were injured in clashes with the 
farmers.

Farmer leaders spearheading the “Delhi 
Chalo” call claimed that the Haryana secu-
rity personnel used “force” against the 
protesters by hurling tear gas shells and 
firing rubber bullets at them, leaving many 
injured.

A 63-year-old farmer, who was among the 
protesters at the Shambhu border, died of 
a heart attack on Friday.

Gian Singh, from Punjab’s Gurdaspur 
district, complained of chest pain in the 
morning and was taken to the Civil Hos-
pital in Punjab’s Rajpura. From there, he 
was rushed to Rajindra Hospital in Patiala 
where doctors declared him dead.

The protesting farmers paid tribute to 
Singh.

A 52-year-old police sub-inspector posted 
at the Shambhu border also died, an official 
said on Friday.

Hira Lal, who was attached to the Hary-
ana Railway Police, was deployed at the 
Shambhu border for the farmers’ protest, 
a police spokesperson said.

He experienced a sudden decline in his 
health while on duty, he added.

Sarwan Singh Pandher, a farm leader, 
on Friday accused the Centre of trying to 
“suppress” the voices of the protesters, 
claiming social media accounts of farmers 
and Youtubers have been suspended.

Besides a legal guarantee for MSP, the 
farmers are demanding implementation 
of the Swaminathan Commission’s rec-
ommendations, pension for farmers and 
farm labourers, farm debt waiver, no hike in 
electricity tariff, withdrawal of police cases 
and “justice” for the victims of the 2021 
Lakhimpur Kheri violence, reinstatement 
of the Land Acquisition Act – 2013, and 
compensation to the families of the farm-

ers who died during a previous agitation 
in 2020-21.

Sachin Tendulkar visits 
Bat factory in Pulwama
Tendulkar was accompanied by his wife 

and daughter Sara Tendulkar.

Five senior cops among 
19 booked in kidnapping, 
extortion case of Kutch 

firm staffer
In its order dated October 10, 2019, the 

high court directed the authorities to regis-
ter an FIR, but the accused got a stay from 
the Supreme Court. The stay was lifted on 
January 16 this year, the release said.

Night temp records 
jump, MeT issues 

‘yellow warning’ amid 
wet spell forecast in 

J&K
low of 4.0°C, Batote 6.9°C and Bhad-

erwah 4.8°C, he said.The weatherman 
has forecast “extended wet spell” in 
Jammu and Kashmir from Saturday night 
onwards till afternoon of February 21. “A 
couple of moderate to intense Western 
Disturbances most likely to affect J&K and 
adjoining areas from February 17 after-
noon onwards,” he said.Under the influ-
ence of the weather Systems, he said, an 
“extended wet spell” is likely from February 
17 (night) onwards till February 21 (After-
noon) most likely over J&K and adjoining 
areas.In Kashmir Valley, he said, partly to 
generally cloudy with possibility of light 
snow at isolated higher reaches is expect-
ed towards late Saturday night.On Febru-

ary 18, he said, generally cloudy weather 
with possibility of light to moderate rain and 
snow is expected at many places.From 
February 19-20, he said, there is possibility 
of light to moderate rain and snow at most 
places (plains and lower reaches) with pos-
sibility of heavy snowfall over middle and 
higher reaches of Kupwara, Baramulla, 
Bandipora, Ganderbal, Badgam, Shopian 
and Kulgam districts during late afternoon 
of February 19 to February 20 late night.
From February 21, he said, there is pos-
sibility of light to moderate snow at many 
places till afternoon and late afternoon and 
gradual improvement thereafter.Regarding 
Jammu division, he said, there is possibil-
ity of light rain and snow at many places 
on Sunday.From 19th-20th Feb, there is 
possibility of intermittent light to moder-
ate rain with thunder/lightning in plains 
of Jammu Division with light to moderate 
snowfall over higher reaches and heavy 
snowfall over isolated higher reaches of 
Ramban, Poonch, Doda and Kishtwar.”On 
February 21, he said, light to moderate 
snow/rain/thunder/lightning is expected 
over many places till late afternoon and 
evening and gradual improvement thereaf-
ter.The MeT office also issued an advisory, 
saying that the system may lead to tem-
porary closure of roads of higher reaches 
and important passes like Sinthan pass, 
Mughal Road, Sadhna, Razdan pass, 
Zojila etc.“Travellers are advised to plan 
accordingly,” the MeT official said, adding, 
“farmers are advised to withhold irriga-
tion and fertilizer application and drain out 
excess water from Orchards and fields 
during the above period.”He said a signifi-
cant drop in day temperature is expected 
during the period.As ‘Chillai-Kalan’, the 
40-day harsh period of winter ended on 
January 29, Kashmir is presently in the 
middle of 20-day-long winter period called 
‘Chillai-Khurd’ that ends on February 19 
and is followed by a 10-day-long period 
‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold) which starts 
from February 20 to March 1.
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Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Feb 17: 
Shiv Sena, Shinde  
president chenab valley 
Tilak  Shan today urged 
the Government to 
take effective steps in 
promoting tourism in 
erstwhile Doda district 
which has a lot of poten-
tial for the same.

Addressing a joining 
programme organised 
by the party today he 
said erstwhile Doda dis-
trict has lot of potential 
for tourism promotion 
but no specific atten-
tion was given to same 
by earlier Kashmir cen-
tric Governments who 

ignored and neglected 
this area altogether that 
has resulted in back- 
wardness and poverty 
of the people.

Shan said the nature 
has bestowed scenic 
beauty to the erstwhile 
Doda district with lush 
green forests, mead-
ows, lakes, springs, 

rivers and streams. 
The district is also 

famous for pilgrimage 
and eco tourism, hiking 
etc and it needs to be 
promoted to boost the 
economy of the area 
and also create oppor-
tunities for employment 
generation.

He said the present 
Government though 
has started taking ini-
tiative in this regard with 
administration providing 
attention for promotion 
of tourism in respective 
districts of Doda region 
but more needs to be 
done by exploiting the 
natural tourist places 
of the region to tourism 

promotion.
He said moreover the 

attention needs to be 
paid in starting work on 
other power projects in 
the region as rivers of 
erstwhile Doda district 
has a potential of gen-
erating about 10,000 
mw of power which 
the UT can sell to the 
other states to boost the 
economy.

He also urged the 
Government to issue 
directives to concerned 
management of under 
construction power 
projects to implement 
the Relief and Reha-
bilitation plan for the 
affected people.

Sena leader demands development of 
tourist resorts of Doda region

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17:  All 
J&K Guru Ravi Sabha  
president Piran Ditta on 
Saturday  while speak-
ing poo n the celebra-
tion of  647th Birth of 
Shri Guru Ravi Dass    
informed that a Grand 
Shobha Yatra will be 
arranged on 22nd Feb-
ruary 2024 from Krish-
na Nagar Gurudwara 
with beautiful Jhankies, 
Bands, Bangaran and 
Bhajan kir tan Par-
ties will pass different 
bazaar of Jammu. 

Shobha Yatra will 
star t from Krishna 
Nagar Gurudwara at 
11 AM and passing 

through Guru Ravi 
Dass Chowk, Shaheed 
Bhagat Singh Chowk, 
JP Chowk, Vivekanand 
Chowk, Gurudwara 
Sunder Singh road, 
Raghunath Chowk, 
City Chowk, Chowk 
Shalimar road, Indira 
Chowk, B.C Road and 
will cultimate at Krish-
na Nagar Gurudwara 
where Guru ka Langer 
will be served, he said 
in the press confer-
ence.

Piran Ditta appealed 
to all social organisa-
tions and Bazar com-
mittee to welcome the 
Yatra in their areas. Dif-
ferent sangeet parties 
and prominent. Singers 

are also participating in 
Shoba Yatra. He further 
added that.

647th birthday of Guru 
Ravi Dass Ji will be cel-
ebrated with great galla 
programmes at Gurud-
wara Krishna Nagar 
which will start at 11 
AM on Saturday, the 
24 Feb. 2024.

Bes ides Bha jan 
Kirtan, Popular sing-
ers of state and from 
Punjab will pay homage 
to Guru Ji through their 
Bhajan along with 
their parties. Political 
and social leaders of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
are also participating 
to pay rich tribute to 
Great Guru Ravi Dass 

Ji. Sh. Piran Ditta also 
appealed to religious 
people from all walk 
of life t participate 
with families and have 
blessings of Guru Ji 
Executive committee 
and working committee 
members.

Others present and 
spoken on this occa-
sion were Dr. Raj Pal 
Hans, Darshan Rana, 
Romesh hans, R.K 
Raja, Sham Sunder 
Bassan, Mulkh Raj, 
Banarsi Digra, Joginder 
Digra, Chaman Lal and 
Deepak Bangotra.

The Programme will 
come to an end at 4 PM 
and Guru ka Langer will 
be served.

Top News Report

KATHUA, Feb 17: The fervent 
efforts of students from DPS Kathua 
in promoting the Hindi language have 
been acknowledged and celebrated 
by the Mahatma Gandhi Rashtrabha-
sha Prachar Sanstha, Pune. 

As part of its mission to propagate 
Hindi, the organization conducted 
examinations across various levels, 
spanning from Class 1 to 10. A com-

mendable total of approximately 110 
students from DPS Kathua partici-
pated wholeheartedly in these exam-
inations. Under the supervision of 
Smarty Sharma, Head of the Hindi 
Department, alongside other dedi-
cated Hindi educators and Olympiad 
in-charge, Ruchi Sharma, the exami-
nations were conducted smoothly.

In recognition of their exceptional 
talents, all participating students 
have been honored with gold medals 

and certificates of appreciation. Fur-
thermore, Smarty Sharma has been 
bestowed with a Certificate of Excel-
lence and the prestigious National 
Language Ornament Medal for her 
remarkable contributions towards the 
students’ engagement and success.

Principal Vivek Arora extended 
his warmest congratulations to the 
students and encourages them to 
maintain their enthusiasm for learn-
ing and to strive for excellence in all 
their endeavors.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: Tata 
AIA Life Insurance 
Company Limited, one 
of India’s fastest grow-
ing life insurance com-
panies, announced 
today that its Board has 
appointed Venkatacha-
lam H. as the new 
Chief Executive Officer 
& Managing Director, 
subject to regulatory 
approval from IRDAI. 
Venkatachalam H. will 
take over from current 
Chief Executive Officer 
and Managing Director, 
Naveen Tahilyani who 
moves to another role 
in the Tata Group and 
has been elevated as a 
Non-Executive Director 

of Tata AIA Life Insur-
ance Company Ltd.

Venky as he is fondly 
known, has over 27 
years’ experience span-
ning Life Insurance, 
Asset Management and 
Custodial Services. He 
has expertise in Sales 
& Distribution, Strategy, 
Business and Process 
Development and Key 
Account Management.  

He joined Tata AIA in 

2016 and was President 
and Chief Distribution 
Officer in his previous 
role. Venky has also 
led several initiatives in 
areas such as market-
ing, strategy, analytics, 
and direct digital busi-
ness.

Naveen has been 
a visionary leader, 
spearheading the 
transformation of Tata 
AIA into a market-

leading and digitally 
enabled multi-channel 
business. Tata AIA 
has consistently out-
performed the market, 
with VONB increas-
ing by three and a 
half times between 
2018 and 2022. Under 
Naveen’s leadership, 
Tata AIA has risen 
to become number 
3 company on retail 
weighted new business 
premium and is ranked 
number 1 in retail sum 
assured among private 
sector life insurers.

 Tata AIA has been 
awarded the Kincentric 
Best Employer seven 
times in a row as well 
as certified as a Great 
Place to Work.

647 holy birthday celebration of Shri 
Guru Ravi Dass Ji Maharaj

DPS Kathua students recognized with Certificates, Medals 
by Mahatma Gandhi Rashtrabhasha Prachar Sanstha, Pune

Tata AIA appoints Venkatachalam H. as Chief 
Executive officer and Managing Director

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17:  
Karan Bhagat Chairman 
SC Dept. of JKPCC has 
said that SCs are most  
exploited lot due to the 
policies  of the  BJP 
government and asked 
them to strengthen the 
all inclusive congress 
policies. 

Addressing a meeting 
of selected gathering of 
representatives of SC 
which was convened 
to review the organiza-
tional structure  from 
Districts to Block levels , 
upcoming programmes 
of AICC and Lok Sabha 
Polls , here today at 
PCC HQ, Jammu.

 Karan Bhagat exhort-
ed them to come for-
ward to safeguard their 
own interests , as Con-
gress is a national plat-
form, available for the 
oppressed and weaker 
sections , as it is open to 
all sections. Congress 
party especially Rahul 
Gandhi alone boldly 
fights for the rights of 
poor and weaker sec-
tions and is a strong 
voice where there is 
injustice. 

He  said that congress 
always safeguarded 
the rights and interests 
of these weaker sec-
tions including political, 
economic, professional 
courses, jobs and devel-
opmental aspects. He 
said right from freedom 
till date their rights to 
reservations in servic-
es, jobs, political repre-
sentations including in 
the PRIs was ensured 
by the congress to 
give them their due 
share.  He asked them 
to strengthen congress 
for their rights, interests 
and upliftment of future 
generations. 

Karan  Bhagat referred 
to the historical back-
ground and described 
it a battle of ideologies 

from long time while 
Congress always fol-
lowed a progressive 
policy of liberalism, 
equality and together-
ness . He asked them to 
follow Congress policies 
of progressiveness and 
unity in diversity. 

 Dina Nath Bhagat in 
his address asked the 
representatives of SC to 
strengthen congress at 
grass roots levels right 
from booth level. The 
congress is the only 
political force in the 
country which is truly 
secular and has inclu-
sive policies for each 
and every sections 
especially the weaker 
sections. 

He asked them to 
come forward to seek 

their due  share in the 
political arena and rep-
resent the voice of their 
people on every plat-
form. The Congress 
always safeguarded 
their rights but other 
parties only exploited 
them for vote bank poli-
tics to serve their own 
political interests. 

Sunil Thapa, Sham-
sher Bhagat, Babu Ram 
Bhagat, C.L. Manyal, 
Baldev Raj, Surinder 
Atri, Vinay Bhushan, 
Yog Raj, Bal Krishan, 
Bushan Kumar, Dewan 
Chanf, Bharat Bushan 
Kundal, Des Raj Bhagat, 
Mulak Raj, Lok Nath, 
Jagdish Raj Surinder 
Kumar, Ricky Dalotra 
and  others  attended 
the meeting.

SCs are most exploited by the BJP 
policies: Karan Bhagat
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Salt substitutes lower hypertension 
risk in elderly adults by 40 percent

Should PPF and bank FD investors bet 
their money on sovereign gold bonds?

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Fintech firm 
One97 Communications 
-- owner of the brand 
Paytm -- has shifted its 
nodal account to Axis 
Bank from Paytm Pay-
ments Bank.

The move will allow 
continuity of Paytm 
QR, Soundbox, card 
machine after the March 
15 deadline set by the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), as per a regula-
tory filing.

The RBI has advised 
customers and mer-
chants of Paytm Pay-
ments Bank Ltd (PPBL) 
to shift their accounts to 
other banks by March 
15, giving 15 more days 
to the beleaguered 
entity to close most of 
its operations, including 
deposit and credit trans-

actions.
“The company has 

also shifted its nodal 
account to Axis Bank 
(by opening an escrow 
account) to continue 
seamless merchant 
settlements as before.

“This arrangement 
is expected to seam-
lessly replace the nodal 
account that OCL was 
using with Paytm Pay-
ments Bank. Paytm 
Payment Services Ltd 

(PPSL), OCL’s wholly 
owned subsidiary has 
already been using the 
Axis Bank services 
since its inception,” 
Paytm said in a filing.

The nodal account of 
Paytm is like a master 
account in which all its 
customers, merchant 
transactions are settled.

The RBI in the list of 
FAQs has clarified that 
Paytm QR code, Paytm 
Soundbox or Paytm 

POS terminal will con-
tinue to work after 
March 15 if it is linked 
to other banks instead 
of PPBL.

“We are committed 
to providing seamless 
service to our merchant 
partners, with focus on 
compliance and regu-
latory guidelines. We 
assure our users that 
the Paytm app, and our 
pioneering devices like 
Paytm QR, Soundbox, 
Card Machine will con-
tinue to work as always.

“The shift of the nodal 
account to Axis Bank 
(by opening an Escrow 
Account) will ensure 
seamless merchant 
settlements as before. 
We strive to continue to 
empower Indians, con-
tributing significantly to 
the country’s financial 

inclusion journey,” a 
Paytm spokesperson 
said.

The RBI has advised 
PPBL customers to 
obtain a fresh QR code 
linked to an account with 
another bank or wallet to 
receive payments after 
March 15.

“You may also change 
your bank account 
details (in which you 
receive payments) 
through your service 
provider,” Paytm man-
agement had said ear-
lier this month.

Paytm will also work 
with other banks to 
change the virtual pay-
ment address linked to 
PPBL that merchants 
use for accepting trans-
actions, so that there 
is no disruption in their 
transactions after the 
RBI set a deadline.

Paytm shifts nodal account to Axis Bank to 
ensure continuity of transactions

The move will allow continuity of Paytm QR, Soundbox and card machine

Adani Realty outbids L&T 
to clinch Rs 30,000 crore 
Bandra Reclamation project

NEW DELHI, Feb 
17 (Agencies): Adani 
Realty pipped Larsen 
& Toubro to emerge as 
the highest bidder for 
the redevelopment of 
the Maharashtra State 
Road Development 
Corporation’s (MSRDC) 
24-acre prime land at 
Bandra

Reclamation close to 
the Bandra-Worli.

Adani Realty offered 
23.15% revenue share 
to the state government 
body while Larsen & 
Toubro offered 18% 
share of the project’s 
revenue.

The final decision will 
be taken by the MSRDC 
Board next week.

MSRDC invited bids 
for the prime land parcel 
facing Mahim Bay and 
along the sea link 
approach road, which 

has a casting yard and 
the MSRDC office. 
This plot is allocated 
for commercial as well 
as residential use in the 
Development Control 
and Promotion Regula-
tions 2034 and valued 
at an estimated cost of 
₹30,000 crore.

The land parcel has a 
potential development 
area of 45 lakh square 
feet. Residential prices 
in Bandra Reclamation 

are pegged at around 
₹83,000 per square 
feet.

As per the bid terms, 
Adani Realty will have 
to share higher of 
either Rs 8,000 crore or 
23.15% gross revenue 
earned from the project 
with MSRDC.

The timeframe set for 
fulfilment of these con-
ditions is 10 years from 
the handover of the land 
parcel to the developer.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Govern-
ment officials and health 
experts have under-
scored the urgent need 
for collaborative efforts 
across various sectors 
to address the perva-
sive issue of tobacco 
use in Indian society. 
Dr. Atul Goel, Director 
General of Health Ser-
vices (DGHS) for the 
Government of India, 
emphasised the critical 
role of multi-sectoral 
intervention in navigat-
ing towards a healthier 
future. He highlighted 
India’s position as the 
fourth-largest global 
producer of tobacco in 
2021, emphasising the 
magnitude of the chal-
lenge.

Dr. Sutapa B Neogi, 
Director of the IIHMR-
Delhi and president of 
the 6th National Con-
ference on Tobacco or 
Health, highlighted the 
grim reality of tobacco 
use in India, where over 
10 lakh people die each 
year from tobacco-
related illnesses. She 
stressed the importance 
of uniting to combat the 
dual burden of smoking 
and smokeless tobacco, 
which currently affects 
nearly 29 per cent of 
Indian adults. The con-
ference aims to serve 
as a platform for pro-

fessionals, research-
ers, and policymakers 
to exchange knowledge 
and best practices in 
tobacco control .

Dr. L Swasticharan, 
Additional DDG in the 
Directorate General 
and Director (EMR) at 
the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, 
expressed concern 
over the involvement of 
youngsters in tobacco 
consumption and the 
resultant global impact. 
He emphasized the eco-
nomic burden and the 
imperative to strength-
en measures such as 
the NTCP and WHO-
MPOWER initiative, 
highlighting the impor-
tance of multi-sectoral 
action at the national, 
state, and district levels 
to prioritise tobacco tax-
ation and raise funds for 
a smoke-free India .

Dr. Yutaro Setoya, 
Team Lead for NCDs 
and Comorbidities at 
the WHO India Coun-

try Office, reinforced 
the urgency to address 
the increasing burden 
of Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs) in 
India, primarily attrib-
uted to tobacco use. 
He commended the 
country’s efforts while 
emphasizing the need 
for holistic eradication 
strategies and preven-
tion initiatives targeted 
at youngsters.

Dr. Jagdish Kaur, 
Regional Advisor for 
Tobacco Free Initiatives 
at the World Health 
Organization’s South-
East Asia Regional 
Office (WHO-SEARO), 
emphasised the urgent 
need for comprehensive 
policies to regulate sur-
rogate advertisements 
of tobacco products, 
particularly smokeless 
tobacco. These policies 
are crucial to protect 
public health and pre-
vent the exploitation of 
loopholes in advertising 
regulations.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies):  Present-
ing his second state 
Budget, Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Saturday 
announced hiking the 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) of cow milk and 
buffalo milk.

The MSP on cow milk 
has been raised from 

₹38 to ₹45 per litre and 
buffalo milk from ₹38 to 
₹55 per litre, he said.

The CM announced 
Rajiv Gandhi Prakri-
yat Kheti Yojna, under 
which 36,000 farm-
ers -- 10 farmers from 
every panchayat -- will 
be trained in natural 
farming techniques.

Sukhu further said 
universal cartons will 

be introduced for apple 
packaging and horti-
culture tourism will be 
encouraged.

He reiterated the state 
government’s resolve 
to make Himachal 
Pradesh a green state 
by 2026.

He said the state gov-
ernment announced a 
special package of 
₹4,500 crore for disas-

ter-af fected people 
after last year’s mon-
soon, and added that 
the Centre had not 
given any special pack-
age.

He said it was due to 
the financial misman-
agement of the previ-
ous BJP government 
in the state that Him-
achal’s total debt stood 
at ₹87,788 crore.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Research-
ers have unveiled a 
remarkable finding that 
could revolutionize 
the way we approach 
hypertension in older 
adults. The study, pub-
lished in the Journal of 
the American College 
of Cardiology, suggests 
that replacing regular 
salt with a salt substi-
tute can significantly 
reduce the risk of high 
blood pressure without 
increasing the likeli-
hood of low blood pres-
sure episodes, offering 
a flavorful solution to 
a pressing health con-
cern.

Lead author of the 
study, Dr. Yangfeng Wu, 
Executive Director of 
Peking University Clini-
cal Research Institute in 
Beijing, China, empha-
sised the significance 
of the findings, stating, 
“Our results showcase 

an exciting break-
through in maintaining 
blood pressure that 
offers a way for people 
to safeguard their health 
and minimize the poten-
tial for cardiovascular 
risks, all while being 
able to enjoy the perks 
of adding delicious 
flavor to their favorite 
meals.”

The study, known as 
the DECIDE-Salt trial, 
involved 611 partici-
pants aged 55 years or 
older from 48 care facili-
ties in China. The par-
ticipants were divided 
into two groups, with 
one group replacing 
usual salt with a salt 
substitute, while the 
other continued to use 
regular salt. The results 
revealed that individu-
als who used the salt 
substitute were 40% 
less likely to develop 
hypertension compared 
to those using regular 

salt, marking a signifi-
cant advancement in 
the field of cardiovas-
cular health.

Commenting on the 
study, Rik Olde Eng-
berink, a researcher, 
nephrologist, and clini-
cal pharmacologist at 
Amsterdam Univer-
sity Medical Center’s 
Department of Internal 
Medicine, commended 
the findings, stating, 
“The study provides an 
attractive alternative 
to the failing strategy 
to reduce the intake of 
salt worldwide,” while 
emphasizing the need 
for continued effort and 
adoption of salt substi-
tutes early in the food 
chain by the food indus-
try.

The study’s implica-
tions extend beyond 
the realm of hyperten-
sion prevention, offering 
a promising approach 
to cardiovascular risk 
management and over-
all health maintenance. 
As the World Health 
Organization identi-
fies hypertension as 
the leading risk factor 
for cardiovascular dis-
ease and mortality, this 
research paves the 
way for a flavorful and 
effective strategy in the 
prevention and control 
of hypertension and 
related conditions.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Investing in 
SGBs provides a hedge 
against inflation, unlike 
PPFs or FDs, which 
have been hit by infla-
tion over the years. The 
reason is that the prices 
of gold, which form the 
base of SGBs, are gen-
erally inversely propor-
tional to the economic 
conditions. When the 
economy weakens, or 
inflation rises, the prices 
of gold rise; thereby pro-
tecting the investors’ 
purchasing power.

Sriram BKR, Senior 
Investment Strategist, 
Geojit Financial Ser-
vices, says, “Though 
gold could not be a 
similar alternative to 
fixed income options, 
those keeping money 
in FDs and PPF, look-
ing for diversification 
apart from equities, 
gold could be a choice 
for such investors. Gold 

apparently is the next 
best-performing asset 
class in India, next to 
equities, going by the 
past 10 to 15 years of 
data. SGBs offer a fixed 
interest of 2.5% per 
annum on the invest-
ment amount, payable 
semi-annually. Addition-
ally, SGB gives inves-
tors an opportunity to 
participate in the price 
appreciation of gold if it 
were to happen over a 
longer term.”

SGB has an overall 
tenure of 8 years, and 
premature withdrawal 
is allowed after 5 years. 
Sriram says, “Over a 
nearly 34-year period, 
data suggests that if 
one remained invested 
in gold, the outcomes 
were favourable. For 
5-year duration, the 
average returns stood 
at 9.1%, with positive 
returns occurring 83% 
of the time and returns 

exceeding 7% in 55.5% 
of cases. Similarly, 
for an 8-year period, 
the average returns 
remained at 9.1%, 
with positive returns 
observed 96% of the 
time, and returns sur-
passing 7% in 57% of 
instances. When factor-
ing in the SGB interest, 
the likelihood of posi-
tive returns and returns 
exceeding 7% would 
likely improve for both 5 
and 8-year spans. Nota-
bly, for an 8-year invest-
ment horizon, positive 
returns were observed 
100% of the time.”

“Apart from this, capi-
tal gains arising on 
maturity are exempted 
from long-term capital 
gain tax, and SGB is 
eligible for indexation 
benefits on the transfer 
of bonds. This is a clear 
and exclusive advan-
tage that comes with 
SGB,” he added further.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Union Min-
ister Anurag Thakur on 
Friday inaugurated the 
2024 Annual Govern-
ment and Institutional 
Business Meet of the 
Federal Bank and 
asserted that under 
the Jan Dhan scheme 
around 45 crore bank 
accounts have been 
opened.

Addressing an audi-
ence of the officials and 
employees of the bank, 
the Minister at the very 
outset, congratulated 
Federal Bank for an all-
time high share price.

Recalling the mood 
when Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 
announced Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, 
Thakur said that a lot of 
people had rebuffed it 
as a non-starter.

“But today the govern-
ment can proudly boast 
of having opened 45 
crore bank accounts 
under the scheme. The 
corpus under the Jan 
Dhan accounts is a 
mammoth 2.1 lakh crore 
rupees that is part of the 
banking ecosystem,” he 
said.

Reminiscing the time 
before the current gov-
ernment, Thakur said 

that before 2014 the 
government was known 
for policy paralysis. 
Since 2014, the credo 
has shifted to Reform, 
Perform, Transform. 
The banking sector is 
today out of the clutch-
es of debt and at an all-
time high performance.

The Minister stated 
that when the country 
was hurt by economic 
offenders before 2014, it 

was the current govern-
ment that came out with 
the Economic Offenders 
Bill and is still fighting 
cases abroad to get all 
the offenders back to 
India. The gross NPA 
has reduced to 3.2 per 
cent, and the return on 
assets has seen a rise 
from 0.5 per cent to 0.79 
per cent in 2023.

He went on to state 
that a similar mood pre-
vailed when digital pay-
ments were promoted 
by the government after 
demonetization but 
today the smallest of 
payments is being made 
by BHIM UPI. 

These are examples 
that have taken India 
from Fragile 5 to the 
top 5 economies of the 
world and will take the 
country to 3rd largest 
economy soon.

Thakur said that the 
government’s efforts, 
with a mix of account-
ability and transpar-
ency, have brought 25 
crore people out of mul-
tidimensional poverty in 
the past ten years and 
this a proof of people 
benefiting from Govern-
ment schemes.

The Government can 
proudly proclaim that a 
hundred per cent of gov-
ernment expenditure on 
social sector schemes 
is reaching the benefi-
ciaries due to the imple-
mentation of the JAM 
trinity.

The Minister ensured 
that the government will 
keep taking bold initia-
tives and is resolute to 
take India to the top 3 
economies in another 
five years and a devel-
oped country by 2047.

Experts call for concerted efforts 
to tackle tobacco menace in India

Himachal Pradesh 
Budget 2024: Govt 
hikes MSP for milk

Rs. 2.1 lakh crore accumulated through bank 
accounts under Jan Dhan scheme: Anurag Thakur



11SPORTSTop News of J&K
Jammu, Saturday, February 17, 2024

Its time for one last dance: Manoj 
Tiwary announces retirement 
from red ball cricket for Bengal

KOLKATA, Feb 17 (Agencies): Manoj 
Tiwary has decided to bid farewell to 
first class cricket after Bengal’s Ranji 
Trophy match against Bihar at the Eden 
Gardens, Kolkata.

Bengal’s captain, Tiwary, took to 
social media to announce his retire-
ment from the Ranji Trophy and posted 
an emotional message. He reflected 
on his career and his sheer love for 
his home ground, Eden Gardens. The 
Bengal batter also urged the fans to 
come and support him as he embarked 
on his last dance.

“Hi all, So... It’s time for one last 
dance! Possibly one last time for a long 
walk towards my beloved 22 yards. I will 
miss every bit of it! Thanks for cheering 
and loving me all these years. Would 
be loving it if you all come down to my 
favourite #EdenGardens today and 
tomorrow to cheer for Bengal. A loyal 
servant of cricket, your Manoj Tiwary,” 
he wrote on ‘X’.

Tiwary also posted a video on ‘X’ that 

summed up his entire career, which 
lasted for 18 years.

“A circle is about to get completed at 
the iconic Eden Gardens. I was fortu-
nate to make my first class debut at 
the Eden Gardens. I am about to play 
my last at the same venue where it all 
started. I am playing my last first class 
match of my career. I thank you all for 
the continuous support,” posted Tiwary.

Tiwary announced his retirement 
from all formats of the game last year 
in August. However, just after a week, 
the batter chose to reverse his retire-
ment decision and play for Bengal in 
Ranji Trophy 2024. He reasoned the 
decision by saying that he wanted to 
give one more shot to help Bengal lift 
the coveted trophy. However, last year’s 
finalists, Bengal failed to qualify for the 
quarter-final of the tournament.

The 38-year-old made his first class 
debut in 2006 and broke into the Indian 
team in 2008. However, he played only 
12 ODIs and 3 T20Is. His last inter-
national appearance for India was in 
2015 against Zimbabwe. However, the 
batter continued to flourish for Bengal in 
domestic cricket. He completed 10,000 
first class runs this season. He has 30 
centuries and 45 to his name in first 
class cricket. Tiwary represented Kol-
kata Knight Riders, Rising Pune Super-
giants, Delhi Capitals and Punjab Kings 
in the IPL.

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): The Indian cricket team 
players on Saturday wore black 
armbands as a mark of respect 
in the memory of former cap-
tain Dattajirao Gaekwad on 
the third day of the ongoing 
third Test against England in 
Rajkot on Saturday. Dattajirao, 
who played 11 Tests for India 
between 1951 and 1962, died 
on February 13 after remaining 
hospitalised for 12 days. At 95, 
he was India’s oldest living Test 
cricketer.

Dattajirao was the father of 
former India batter and coach 
Aunshuman Gaekwad.

“Team India will be wearing 
black arm bands in memory 
of Dattajirao Gaekwad, former 
India captain and India’s oldest 
Test cricketer who passed 
away recently,” the BCCI said 
in a statement shortly before 
the third day’s play got under-
way here at the Niranjan Shah 
Stadium.

A right-handed batter, who 
could bowl both medium pace 
and leg-break, Dattajirao was 
India’s captain during the 1959 

tour of England.
Former Indian cricket team 

captain Sunil Gavaskar men-
tioned that India could have 
worn the black armband right 
from the first day. 

“Better late than never... they 
should’ve done it on Day 1 but 
better late than never,” Gavas-
kar said on commentary. “He 
was captain of the Indian team 
in a five-match series. He cap-
tained four out of the five match-
es and the other one was cap-
tained by Pankaj Roy.’

An accidental Indian captain 

who matched the peerless Vijay 
Hazare stroke for stroke with a 
cover drive to die for, Dattajirao 
Gaekwad should have played 
more than 11 Tests, given the 
talent this remarkable player 
from Baroda possessed.

On Tuesday, Gaekwad died 
in his hometown Baroda at the 
age of 95. Statistically, he was 
the oldest living Indian Test 
cricketer since the death of 
Deepak Shodhan in 2016.

He also mentored a lot of 
Baroda cricketers through 
70s, 80s and 90s including the 

likes of Nayan Mongia and was 
always looking out for new tal-
ents at the famous Moti Baug 
Palace ground.

“Under the shade of the 
banyan tree at the Motibag 
cricket ground, from his blue 
Maruti car, Indian captain D.K. 
Gaekwad sir tirelessly scouted 
young talent for Baroda cricket, 
shaping the future of our team. 
His absence will be deeply felt. 
A great loss for cricketing com-
munity,” Former India pacer 
Irfan Pathan wrote on ‘X’ The 
BCCI also put out a condolence 
message.

“The BCCI expresses its pro-
found grief at the passing away 
of Dattajirao Gaekwad, former 
India captain and India’s oldest 
Test cricketer.

“He played in 11 Tests and led 
the team during India’s Tour of 
England in 1959. Under his 
captaincy, Baroda also won 
the Ranji Trophy in the 1957-
58 season, beating Services in 
the final. The Board expresses 
its heartfelt condolences to 
Gaekwad’s family, friends, and 
admirers,” it stated.

“Should Have Done It On Day 1”: Sunil Gavaskar Unhappy 
Over India’s ‘Late’ Black Armband Gesture For Great

Indian cricket team players on Saturday wore black armbands as a mark of respect in the memory of 
former captain Dattajirao Gaekwad on the third day of the ongoing third Test against England

NEW DELHI, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Former 
South African batting 
legend AB de Villiers 
opened up on Indian 
wicketkeeper-bat ter 
Ishan Kishan’s absence 
from international crick-
et following a break, 
saying he himself has 
been through this situ-
ation and there should 
be proper communica-
tion between a player 
and team management/
board. De Villiers’ com-
ments come as Ishan 
continues to remain 
absent from interna-
tional cricket, having 
last played in a T20I 
match against Australia 
at home in late Novem-
ber. Following that, he 
asked team manage-
ment to release him 
from the Test squad for 
the South Africa series 
happening in Decem-
ber-January due to 
personal reasons. The 
25-year-old was in the 
T20I squad in South 
Africa in December 
2023 but did not take 
part in any of the three 
games. He also did not 
take part in the ongoing 
Ranji Trophy.

Following India’s win 
over England in the 
second Test, Indian 

head coach Rahul 
Dravid said for Kishan 
to return, he will have 
to play some cricket. 
The India head coach 
revealed that the wick-
etkeeper-batter asked 
for a break, and that’s 
why the selectors did 
not include him in the 
squad for the first two 
Test matches against 
England.

He added that it is 
the player’s choice to 
decide when he is ready 
to make a comeback. 
“There is a way back for 
anyone and everyone. 
It is not that we rule out 
anybody from anything. 
I just do not want to go 
on labouring about the 
Ishan Kishan point. I 
have tried to explain it as 

best as I can. The point 
was that, you know, he 
requested a break. We 
were happy to give him 
the break and whenev-
er he was ready... I did 
not say he has to play 
domestic cricket. I said, 
whenever he is ready 
he needs to play some 
cricket and come back, 
and the choice is his,” 
Dravid said as quoted 
by ESPNcricinfo.

Speaking on the You-
Tube channel about 
the situation, de Vil-
liers said the situation 
is tricky and players do 
manage their careers. 
The former batter also 
noted that players do 
run out of energy and 
one tends to go into a 
shell, which is natural 

for any human being.
He also said that he 

does not know if Kishan 
is right or wrong, there 
should be proper man-
agement between a 
player and team man-
agement/board.

“Very interesting sce-
nario there in India and 
I have been through 
this quite a bit through-
out my career as well. 
It is a very tricky situa-
tion. Players trying to 
manage their careers, 
and rightfully so, but the 
difficulty around this is 
that there are a lot of 
T20 leagues around 
the world, IPL, and it’s 
taking up a lot of atten-
tion...of the player’s 
focus is on that,” said 
De Villiers.

“Very difficult because 
the ultimate format of 
the game is still Test 
cricket and all Test-
playing nations really 
wanna look after the 
Test format, so there is 
a bit of force in all kinds 
of directions here...

“Guys, you do run out 
of energy, and once 
you run out of energy, 
you tend to go in your 
defensive mode and 
into a shell where you 
look after what you feel 
is important to you, and 

that’s a human reac-
tion...

“So, whether Ishan is 
doing it wrong or other 
players are doing it 
right or wrong, I do not 
know but what needs to 
happen is proper com-
munication. So, the 
players know exactly 
what, not only proper 
communication but 
proper and regular com-
munication.”

De Villiers said that he 
would like to wish all the 
players the best since 
it was difficult for him 
to manage his career 
towards its end and it 
needs real and clear 
communication.

“I just wanna wish all 
the players the very best 
because managing the 
career is something I 
found extremely difficult 
in the backend of my 
career,” said de Villiers.

“It is not an easy thing 
to manage. It starts 
with communication, 
real clear communica-
tion between selectors, 
coaching staff, and the 
BCCI and the play-
ers. People need to 
know where they stand 
and that is something 
expected of them,” he 
concluded.

RCB Great’s Blunt Take On “Whether Ishan Kishan Is Doing 
Wrong” Amid Star’s Absence From Domestic Cricket

RAJKOT, Feb 17 
(Agencies): Moham-
med Siraj starred with 
a four-wicket haul as 
India, who were miss-
ing premier spinner R 
Ashwin due to a family 
medical emergency, 
delivered a bowling 
masterclass to trigger a 
significant England col-
lapse in the Rajkot Test. 
England, who were 207 
for 2 when Day 3 began, 
were bundled out for 
319, trailing India by 126 
runs. The Ben Stokes-
led side lost their last 8 
wickets for 95 runs as 
the hosts made a terrific 
comeback on Day 3.

The day began with 
England hoping to build 
on their overnight score, 
with Ben Duckett and 
Joe Root at the crease 
aiming to solidify their 
team’s position. The 
Indian bowlers, sens-
ing an opportunity to 
capitalize on Ashwin’s 
absence, stepped up 
their game, with Jasprit 
Bumrah making the ini-
tial breakthrough by dis-
missing Joe Root early 
in the session.

This wicket set the tone 
for the day as Kuldeep 
Yadav, embracing the 
role of the lead spinner 
in Ashwin’s absence, 

delivered a masterclass 
in spin bowling. Duckett, 
continuing his splendid 
form from the previous 
day, managed to add 20 
more runs to his score 
before being dismissed 
for an impressive 153 by 
Kuldeep Yadav. Kuldeep 
not only sent Duckett 
back to the pavilion but 
also claimed the wicket 
of Jonny Bairstow for a 
duck, leaving England 
in a precarious position.

Despite the loss of 
key wickets, England 
found some resistance 
in Ben Stokes and Ben 
Foakes, who showed 
determination and resil-
ience against a relent-
less Indian bowling 
attack. England were 
290/5 at lunch, but Siraj 
dismissed Ben Foakes, 
Rehan Ahmed, and 
James Anderson, while 
Jadeja dismissed the 
dangerous Ben Stokes 

(41) and Tom Hartley in 
the post-lunch session.

Siraj finished the day 
with a commendable 
four-wicket haul in his 
21.1 overs spell. Ravin-
dra Jadeja also contrib-
uted significantly, taking 
crucial wickets that fur-
ther dented England’s 
hopes of building a sub-
stantial lead. The collec-
tive effort of the Indian 
bowlers, especially Kul-
deep Yadav, Moham-
med Siraj, and Ravindra 
Jadeja, in the absence 
of their leading spinner 
Ashwin, was instrumen-
tal in orchestrating the 
English collapse. With 
the momentum firmly in 
India’s favor, the match 
is poised for an exciting 
conclusion, highlight-
ing the resilience and 
adaptability of the Indian 
team in challenging cir-

IND vs ENG: Kuldeep, Siraj and 
Jadeja step up in Ashwin’s absence to 
orchestrate England collapse on Day 3

SHAH ALAM (MALAYSIA), Feb 
17 (Agencies): Indian women 
shuttlers’ dream run continued as 
they progressed to their first-ever 
final at the Badminton Asia Team 
Championships after edging out 
two-time former champions Japan 
3-2 in a thrilling semifinal on Sat-
urday. World No. 23 pair of Treesa 
Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand, 
world No. 53 Ashmita Chaliha 
and the 17-year-old Anmol Kharb 
registered stunning wins in the first 
doubles and second and deciding 
singles to take India through to the 
summit clash. India will face Thai-
land in the final on Sunday.

Though Japan were without their 
world No. 4 Akane Yamaguchi, 
world No. 7 pair of Yuki Fukushima 
and Sayaka Hirota and world No. 
8 combination of Mayu Matsumoto 
and Wakana Nagahara, they were 
still a formidable side, making it a 
tough battle for India.

Returning from a long injury 
layoff, Sindhu had enjoyed wins 
against China’s Han Yue and Hong 

Kong’s Lo Sin Yan Happy but she 
couldn’t produce her best against 
the left-handed Aya Ohori, going 
down 13-21, 20-22 in the first sin-
gles to peg India back.

Treesa and Gayatri, playing the 
first doubles, dished out a super-
lative performance to outwit world 
No. 6 Nami Matsuyama and Chi-
haru Shida 21-17, 16-21, 22-20 in 
a 73-minute contest as India drew 
level at 1-1.

Up against former world cham-

pion Nozomi Okuhara, who is cur-
rently ranked world No. 20, the 
left-handed Ashmita produced 
an aggressive game, using her 
overhead cross drops and jump 
smashes to good use, to record a 
shocking 21-17, 21-14 win to hand 
India a 2-1 lead.

With Tanisha Crasto suffering 
a niggle, Sindhu then paired up 
with Ashwini Ponnappa but they 
couldn’t get across the world No. 
11 pair of Rena Miyaura and Ayako 
Sakuramoto, losing 14-21, 11-21 in 
43 minutes.

With the five-match rubber 
evenly poised at 2-2, Anmol was 
handed the responsibility of taming 
world No. 29 Natsuki Nidaira and 
the Indian once again lived up to 
the expectation, claiming a 21-14, 
21-18 win in 52 minutes.

The final appearance keeps 
India’s hopes of winning a first-ever 
gold in the continental champion-
ship. India had won two bronze 
medals in men’s team event in the 
2016 and 2020 editions.

Badminton Asia Team Championships: 
Indian Women Enter Maiden Final 
After Beating Japan 3-2

LIVERPOOL, Feb 17 (Agen-
cies): Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp reckons that Xabi Alonso’s 
remarkable achievements at Bayer 
Leverkusen highlight his immense 
talent among the emerging gener-
ation of managers. The former Liv-
erpool and Real Madrid midfielder 
has been strongly linked with the 
impending vacancy at Anfield fol-
lowing Klopp’s announcement last 
month of his departure at the end 
of the season.

Alonso’s tenure at Leverkusen 
saw a remarkable transforma-
tion, taking the team from near 
the bottom of the Bundesliga to 
a commanding five-point lead at 
the top within just 16 months. The 
42-year-old coach led Leverkusen 
to the German Cup semi-finals 
and notably secured a stunning 
3-0 victory over perennial champi-
ons Bayern Munich last weekend.

“Xabi is doing an incredible job,” 
Klopp said.

“If you would have asked me 
eight weeks ago about Xabi 
Alonso, I would have gone ‘Oh my 
God!’ Always what I said, the dino-
saurs if you want, Ancelotti (Carlo), 

Mourinho (Jose), Guardiola (Pep), 
maybe me, we will not do it – okay, 
maybe Mourinho - but all the rest 
will not do it for the next 20 years.

“The next generation is already 
there and I would say Xabi is a 
standout in that department... 
Former world-class player, from 
a coaching family as well which 
helps a little, he was like a coach 
already when he was playing. The 
football he is playing, the teams 
he sets up, the transfers he did, 
it is absolutely exceptional. I 
played a long time in the Bundes-
liga and it is super impressive. 
Not only the points tally but the 
way they play. Leverkusen was 
clearly the better side in the first 
game against Bayern and that is 
rare. To be honest when we beat 
Bayern at Dortmund it was a bit 
of very well defended, counterat-
tack and taking the momentum. 
Especially at the beginning. But 
Leverkusen were better. That was 
probably the real surprise given 
the short time he was there and 
it’s a young team. He has super 
signings for this team, exactly what 
they needed, and that’s really a 

very special job.
Klopp clarified that he isn’t play-

ing a role in selecting his succes-
sor, leaving that decision to the 
owners of the Merseyside club. 
The 56-year-old, known for his 
successful tenure at Borussia 
Dortmund in the German league, 
commended Alonso’s swift and 
effective execution of strategies 
despite assuming the role only in 
October 2022.

“Leverkusen has a very good 
chance to win the cup. When you 
look through the Europa League, 
Leverkusen is one of the favou-
rites there as well so it could be 
the season for Leverkusen. Really 

Jurgen Klopp endorses Bayer Leverkusen manager 
Xabi Alonso as ‘standout’ new generation coach
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Top News Report

KHOUR, Feb 17: 
About 50 students of 
Govt. Higher Second-
ary School Dhakhar 
along with their teach-
ers visited the Govt. 
Degree College Khour 
as part of the celebra-
tion of the viksit Bharat 
event on Saturday. 

During their visit the 
students visited differ-
ent labs viz Computer 
lab, Science Labs, and 
the Library of the col-
lege. The aim of the 

event was to give expo-
sure to the students 
for pursuing higher 
studies. During this 
visit the worthy Princi-
pal, Dr. T.K. Sharma, 
gave motivational and 
encouraging lecture 
to the students for 
achieving their aimed 
goals in life. 

Dr. Anjana Sharma, 
HoD Computer Scienc-
es and Viksit Bharat 
@2047 commit tee 
members organized 
this event under the 
able guidance of the 

Worthy Principal. 
Sunny Dogra deliv-

ered a lecture on 
basics of IT equip-
ments to the student. 
Heads of all Depart-
ments have welcomed 
the students during 
their visit to their 
respective Depar t-
ments. 

The students inter-
acted very enthusias-
tically with the faculty 
members of the col-
lege and express their 
gratitude to the Princi-
pal & faculty members.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP Village Defense 
Guard (VDG) held meet-
ing at Jhiri in Akhnoor 
Assembly constituency 
and was attended by 
local VDG members in 
large numbers.

Former MLAs Rajeev 
Sharma and Krishan Lal, 
senior leader Munish 
Sharma, Convenor VDG 
Cell Basant Raj Thakur, 
VDG Co-Convenor 
Ramesh Katoch were 
the prominent leaders, 
who addressed this 
meeting.

Rajeev Sharma Ex- 

MLA and Akhnoor dis-
trict President, said 
that the VDG’s are dis-
charging their duties like 
strong force and their 
contribution has been 
splendid.

Krishan Lal Ex- MLA, 
spoke on the services 
rendered by VDG’s in 

remote and far-flung 
areas and added that 
their task is no less than 
the security forces.

Munish Sharma 
applauded the role of 
VDG’s and said that 
their genuine demands 
should be fulfilled at the 
earliest.

Basant Raj Thakur 
said that the issue of 
transferring of gun to the 
next in the family after 
the demise or retire-
ment of the serving VDG 
members, is very well in 
our notice and is being 
taken up at the appro-
priate plate forms and 
expressed hope that the 
matter would be consid-
ered sympathetically. 

He also discussed 
the issue of the unpaid 
VDG’s and said that the 
same is also taken up 
regularly with the con-
cerned authorities.

Ramesh Katoch said 
that the presence of 
VDG’s has induced 

a sense of security 
among the minori-
ties in areas of Doda, 
Bhaderwah, Kisht-
war, Ramban,Rajouri, 
Poonch, Bani, Basohli 
and they have even 
sacrificed their lives in 
anti-insurgency opera-
tions.

Prominent among 
others present in the 
meet ing inc luded 
BJP Mahila Morcha 
spokesperson Pooja 
Grover,BJP Akhnoor 
Mandal President 
Swaran Singh, Khour 
Mandal President  
Manga Ram, Capt. 
Shoba Ram, Raj Kumar 
and others.

Top News Report

TANGDHAR, Feb 17:  
Karnah Kupwara:In 
line with BSF’s com-
mitment to fostering 
goodwill along the 
LOC, the 89 Bn BSF, 
Tangdhar, proudly pres-
ents a Bharat Darshan 
tour programme, set to 
unfold on Saturday.

Under the guidance 
of  Brindavan Prasad 
Sah, Offg Comdt, 89 Bn 
BSF, and  S S Ahmad, 
Second-in-Command, 
along with Dr. Abhishek 

Sharma, CMO (SG), 
eager students from vari-
ous government schools 
– Govt. Higher Sec-
ondary School Kandi, 
Govt. Higher Second-
ary School Tad, Karnah, 
Govt. High School Haji-
tra, Karnah, and Govt. 
Middle School Hajinar, 
Karnah – will embark on 
a memorable journey to 
Kolkata, West Bengal.

Over the course of 7 
days, these young learn-
ers will immerse them-
selves in the vibrant 
culture and heritage of 

Kolkata, exploring its 
iconic landmarks and 
soaking in the essence 
of the City of Joy.  

Additionally, they will 
have the opportunity 
to visit nearby sites of 
historical and cultural 
significance, offering 
a glimpse into the rich 
tapestry of India’s mul-
ticultural diversity. This 
tour promises to be an 
enriching experience, 
providing students with 
invaluable insights into 
the progress and diversi-
ty of our beloved nation.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: Gov-
ernment Polytechnic 
Bikram Chowk Jammu 
today distributed Cer-
tificates to the trainees 
of two batches in Tailor 
(Darzi) on the success-
ful completion of the 
Basic Skilling  Training 
and also started the 
skill training under PM 
Vishwakarma Scheme 
in Carpenter (suthar) 
trade.

The PM Vishwakarma 
Scheme training was 
conducted under the 
leadership of worthy 
Secretary Skill Devel-
opment Department 
Kumar Rajeev Ranjan. 

The certificates were 
distributed today to 
the trainees by Direc-
tor Skill Development 
Depar tment (SDD)  
Sudershan Kumar  in 
presence of Leena 
Padha, Mission Direc-
tor, Skill Mission J&K 
along with Principal 
Government Polytech-
nic Jammu, Er Arun 
Bangotra, G.M Bhat 
Joint Director Skill 

Development Depart-
ment and faculty of the 
college. 

Principal Er. Arun 
Bangotra extended a 
warm welcome to all 
the dignitaries and 
trainees under Vish-
wakarma Scheme 
and highlighted the 
basic objectives of the 
scheme by recognition 
of artisans through 
PM Vishwakarma Cer-
tificate as well basic 
training of five to seven 
days and advanced 
training of 15 days or 
more, with a stipend, 

prov id ing modern 
voucher toolkit of Rs 
15000 free of cost to 
trained Vishwakarmas 
besides linkage with 
credit based soft loans 
and marketing support 
for expansion of their 
business.

While addressing the 
trainees,  Sudershan 
Kumar Director Skill 
Development Depart-
ment enlighten on PM 
Vishwakarma Scheme 
which is an ambitious 
initiative of the  Prime 
Minister, Narendra 
Modi  and it aims to 

provide recognition, 
training, tool kits, cer-
tif ication, marketing 
support and soft loans 
to empower the crafts-
men and artisans of our 
country who immensely 
contribute towards the 
economy of our nation 
as a whole. 

He commended the 
ef for ts of Principal 
Government Polytech-
nic Jammu Er Arun 
Bangotra and his team 
for successfully con-
ducting the training 
under the PM Vishwa-
karma Scheme. 

While speaking on 
the occasion  Leena 
Padha Mission Direc-
tor, Skill Mission J&K 
encourage the trainees 
to leverage their skills 
and open up their own 
business and earn the 
livelihood and contrib-
ute to the nation’s eco-
nomic growth. 

While speaking on the 
occasion, several train-
ees expressed their 
gratitude towards the 
administration of the 
college for successful 
and smooth conduct of 
their training. 

Other present on 
the occasion were 
Er. Inderjeet Singh 
workshop superinten-
dent, Raj Kumar HOD 
Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Manjeet Singh 
HOD Electrical Engi-
neering Surekha Rani,  
Sanjog i ta Mehra,  
Sandeep Singh and 
Amit Kapoor Instruc-
tors of Government 
Polytechnic Jammu, 
and various craftsmen 
were also present on 
the occasion.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 17: 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) District President 
Jammu South Rekha 
Mahajan, stated in con-
text with the upcom-
ing mega public rally 
that daughters of J&K 
should express grati-
tude to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for vis-
iting on 20 February at 
Maulana Azad Stadium, 
Jammu union territory of 
J&K. 

She urged all daugh-
ters, particularly those 
from rural and urban 
areas of Jammu South, 
to join this mega rally as 
it is considered a histor-
ic moment. Rekha said 
Article 370 was a hurdle 
for the development of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

“It gave only separat-
ism, terrorism, nepo-
tism, and corruption to 
the people of Jammu 
& Kashmir. She count-
ed that J&K could not 
develop like the rest of 
the country. But now, 
the future of the citi-
zens here will improve,” 
she said, adding that 

J&K which was known 
as paradise on earth, 
would again attract the 
world. 

While interacting with 
the group of women, 
under the Shakti 
Vandan program (NGO 
and Self-help group 
Sampark Campaign) 
Rekha Mahajan hails 
the efforts of women. 

She said that no Prime 
Minister since Indepen-
dence has been as sen-
sitive as PM Modi has 

been towards daugh-
ters. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has always 
supported and encour-
aged Indian women in 
every field.

 Rekha along with 
Co-Convenor of the 
Abhiyaan Divya Jain, 
Ex-Councillor Narinder 
Singh, Sarojini Sharma, 
and others had an inter-
action and had a cup of 
tea with ladies doing 
work for the wives of 
the army and also did 

a workshop on zumba 
for the well being of the 
community at Sainik 
colony of Bahu Constit-
uency in Jammu South.

Rekha added that Modi 
ji is coming to Jammu 
after the abrogation of 
Article 370, a constitu-
tional provision, which 
had turned the females 
born in this erstwhile 
state into second-class 
citizens and the abroga-
tion of the controversial 
provision of the constitu-

tion has brought smiles 
and a sense of belong-
ingness to the own land 
on the faces of females, 
as the decision of the 
Modi led government 
has given them equal 
status at par with other 
citizens of J&K and it is 
indeed a great honor for 
all of us. 

Rekha Mahajan high-
lights that the Prime 
Minister ’s Special 
Scholarship Scheme 
will be extended so that 
more youth can take 
advantage of it and 
“local youth especially 
from Jammu region will 
receive employment. 

Public sector units and 
big private sector com-
panies will be encour-
aged to create jobs for 
the local youth in the 
state.

Rekha Mahajan 
elaborates that India is 
witnessing a rapid tran-
sition from women’s 
development to wom-
en-led development, 
we have developed a 
multi-pronged approach 
in our strategy under the 
leadership of our honor-
able Prime Minister. 

Daughters of J&K should express gratitude 
to PM Modi for visiting: Rekha Top News Report

JAMMU, Feb 27:  
Jammu and Kashmir 
BJP Mahila Morcha 
President, Sanji ta 
Dogra, chaired a meet-
ing of Jammu District 
Mahila Morcha, which 
was attended by the 
three Mandal Presi-
dents and their teams.

The meeting was con-
vened to discuss the 
upcoming visit of Prime 
Minister, Narendra 
Modi, to Jammu, and 
public rally to be held 
on February 20, at M.A. 
Stadium, Jammu.

Sanjita Dogra, in the 
meeting, also reviewed 
the ongoing Shakti 
Vandana programmes 
and stressed on reach-
ing maximum Self-Help 
Groups and NGOs run 
by women in Jammu 
and Kashmir and garner 
their support for the 
party.

Sanjita Dogra, while 
stressing upon the 
Mahila Morcha teams 
of the three mandals 
of the Jammu District 
to reach every area of 
their Mandal, contact 
the women and brief 

them about the PM’s 
visit and appeal them 
to reach the Public rally 
venue on February 20 in 
large numbers.

Sanjita Dogra said 
that the Prime Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi, 
has launched a large 
number of welfare 
schemes for different 
sections of the society, 
with women too getting 
adequate share for the 
first time. 

The women in Jammu 
and Kashmir have 
availed the benefit of 
various schemes, many 
of them are even the 
beneficiaries of more 
than one scheme of 
the Modi government, 
she said.

The Mahila Morcha 
President said that the 
Prime Minister, Nar-
endra Modi, during his 

public rally, should see 
massive attendance of 
women and the Mahila 
Morcha has to put more 
efforts to ensure that the 
women reach M.A. Sta-
dium in large numbers 
to listen to the Prime 
Minister.  She said that 
the PM has done a lot 
for the women and as 
such, the women too 
should convey their 
thankfulness to the 
Prime Minister through 
their presence in the 
public rally.

Mahila Morcha Gen-
eral Secretary Reema 
Padha, BJP District 
President Kuldeep Kan-
dhari, Morcha Office 
Secretary Arti Koul, 
Chakshu, Meenu, Jyoti 
Devi, Anuradha Sharma 
were prominent among 
those present in the 
meeting.

Women in large numbers should 
attend PM Modi’s public rally: Sanjita

Govt Polytechnic Jammu organizes 
certificates distribution function 

GHSS Dhakhar students 
visit GDC  Khour 

BJP VDG Cell holds meeting at Jhiri

Bharat Darshan tour programme 
by 89 Bn BSF Tangdhar


