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Shubhangi Atre 
explores AI avatar of 

Angoori

One nation, one election against 
basic structure; Kharge writes to 

panel head Kovind

North Korea says it tested under-
water nuclear attack drone in 
response to rivals’ naval drills

MeT predicts 
rains, snow 
next week in 
J&K

SRINAGAR, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Kashmir’s 
long dry spell is likely to 
end next week as the 
Meteorological (MeT) 
department on Friday 
predicted wet weather 
from January 25.

MeT director Mukhtar 
Ahmad said the wet 
phase is likely to begin 
from Thursday as light 
snow is expected at iso-
lated higher reaches on 
January 25.

For the next two days- 
from January 26 -28, 
light rain or snow is 
expected over scattered 
places, he said.

“From January 29-31, 
as per indications of 
different models, the 
possibility of light to mod-
erate rain/snow at many 
places is very likely,” he 
added.

The Kashmir Valley is 
currently grappling with 
an alarming situation 
due to prolonged dry 
spell and the absence 
of rainfall and snowfall 
has triggered alarm bells 
among the residents and 
the government in the 
region.

The 40-day long 
period of harsh winter 
cold known as the ‘Chil-
lai Kalan’ is ending on 
January 30 and so far, 
there has been no major 
snowfall anywhere in the 
Kashmir Valley.

Meanwhile, the 
minimum temperatures 
dropped further last 
night.

The MeT official said 
Srinagar recorded a 
minimum temperature of 
minus 4.9 degrees Cel-
sius as against minus 4.6 
degrees Celsius during 
the previous night.

Pulwama at minus 6.9 
degrees Celsius was the 
coldest place in Kashmir

The tourist resort of 
Pahalgam in south Kash-
mir recorded a minimum 
temperature of minus 6.3 
degrees, while Kokernag 
recorded a minimum of 
minus 1.4 degrees Cel-
sius. Qazigund, in south 
Kashmir recorded a mini-
mum of minus 5 degrees 
Celsius

In North Kashmir, the 
mercury plunged in the 
ski resort of Gulmarg to 
a low of -3.6°C and Kup-
wara recorded -5 °C.

Fog in 
Punjab leads 
to vehicle 
pile-up in 
Doraha near 
Ludhiana; 
20 vehicles 
damaged

LUDHIANA, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Around 20 
vehicles were dam-
aged in a pile-up on the 
national highway near 
here amid dense fog on 
Friday morning, police 
said.

Khanna Deputy Super-
intendent of Police

JAMMU, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Additional 
Director General of 
Police (ADGP) Jammu 
Zone Anand Jain Friday 
said that anti-militancy 
operations in the region 
will remain top priority 
for police and security 
forces.

ADGP Jammu Zone 
expressed these 
remarks while chair-

ing a security and 
crime review meet-
ing at Conference Hall 
DPO Poonch. He was 
accompanied by DIG 
Rajouri Poonch Range 
Dr. Haseeb Mughal.

During the meeting 
SSP Poonch gave a 
detailed briefing on PPT 
to ADGP regarding the 
steps being taken to 
carry out the anti-militan-

cy operations and flush 
out the militancy from 
the district.

The aim and objectives 
of the meeting was to 
discuss the recent attack 
on security forces.

It is evident that the ter-
rorism is showing revival 
trend in the district, but, 
both police and security 
forces have to 

SRINAGAR, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Delhi’s Pati-
ala House Court sent a 
Hizbul Mujahideen mili-
tant Javed Mattoo, an 
accused in 11 militant 
attack cases in Jammu 
and Kashmir, to 14-day 
judicial custody, the 
agency reported here 
on Friday.

Mattoo, an A++ cat-
egory terrorist carrying 
a reward of more than 
Rs 11 lakh and wanted 
for 13 years for his 
involvement in terror 
cases, was arrested by 
the Special Cell of the 
Delhi Police earlier in 
the month.

Notably, the court 
allowed another appli-
cation of the police 
seeking the release of 
an accused Mohd Rafi 
Nazar in the case as 
there is no “incriminating 
evidence had surfaced 
against him during inter-
rogation.” Nazar, who 
was arrested on the 
disclosure statement of 
Mattoo will now remain 
in custody in a case of 
the NIA.

As per the remand 
papers, Mattoo had dis-
closed during interroga-
tion that Nazar, one of 
his associates in Hizbul

Kashmir 
Student 
Dies in 
Punjab

SRINAGAR, Jan 19 
(Agencies): A student 
from Kashmir, pursuing 
BTech at a private insti-
tute in Khanna Punjab 
was found dead in his 
hostel room under mys-
terious circumstances 
on Thursday, agency 
reported.

The student, originally 
from north Kashmir’s 
Baramulla, was in the 
second year of his BTech 
programme at Gulzar 
Group of Institutes in 
Libra village, Khanna.

According to fellow 
students, he was unwell 
and did not wake up 
on Thursday morning, 
prompting his room-
mates to raise an alarm, 
causing concern in the 
hostel.

He was shifted to a 
nearby hospital, where 

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 
(Agencies): On the 34th 
anniversary of the pain-
ful exodus of Kashmiri 
Pandits from Kashmir 
on January 19, 1990, 
the All India Kashmiri 
Samaj (AIKS) convened 
a significant meeting at 
its Faridabad office in 
Haryana. Presided over 
by Dr. Ramesh Raina, 
the AIKS president, the 
gathering focused on the 
pressing issues faced 
by the displaced com-
munity, particularly their 
prolonged displacement 

and homelessness.
During the meeting, 

Dr. Raina emphasized 
the urgent need for the 
government’s serious 
attention to the existen-
tial challenges confront-
ing Kashmiri Pandits. 
He underscored that 
after 34 years in exile, 
the time had come for 
authorities to address 
their concerns, especial-
ly as their future is intri-
cately linked to Kashmir.

Dr. Raina reiterated 
the AIKS Ambala Dec-
laration-2023, advocat-

ing for the “creation of a 
legitimate Minority space 
for KP’s in Valley” as a 
crucial step towards their 
long-term sustainable 
rehabilitation in Kashmir.

The declaration recog-
nizes the factorial impor-
tance of Kashmiri Pan-
dits in the socio-cultural 
fabric of Kashmir and 
envisions minority space 
as a means to ensure 
equity, inclusion, identity, 
and representation.

The essential features 
of the Ambala Decla-
ration include declar-

ing KPs as a minority, 
constituting a Minority 
Commission, fostering 
a conducive minority 
environment, political 
empowerment, enacting 
the Temples and Shrine 
Bill, and establishing 
three smart townships 
in Srinagar, Anantnag, 
and Baramulla.

Dr. Raina reaffirmed 
that January 19, 
observed annually as 
Holocaust Day, is an 
occasion for Kashmiri 
Pandits to 

SRINAGAR, Jan 
19 (Agencies): The 
Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organization 
(EPFO) has informed 
that Aadhaar will be no 
more valid as date of 
birth (DOB) proof, and 
excluded it from the 
list of acceptable docu-
ments for establishing 
the date of birth proof.

The EPFO communi-
cated this information on 
Jan 16, through circular 
no. WSU/2024/1/UIDAI 
Matter/4090 and comes 
in adherence to a direc-
tive from the Unique 
Identification Authority 
of India (UIDAI), as out-
lined in Circular No. 08 

of 2023.
Previously, various 

e-KYC User Agencies 
and Aadhaar authentica-
tion agencies acknowl-
edged Aadhaar card or 
e-Aadhaar as a suitable 
document for verifying 
the date of birth.

However, the UIDAI 

has clarified that while 
Aadhaar serves as 
unique identification 
proof, it does not qualify 
as evidence of date of 
birth under the provi-
sions of the Aadhaar 
Act, 2016.

The circular stressed 
that this decision aligns 

with the directives of 
Table-B of Annexure-1 
of the Joint Declaration 
SOP issued earlier.

The decision received 
approval from the Cen-
tral Provident Fund 
Commissioner (CPFC).

UIDAI’s circular refer-
enced the Aadhaar Act 
of 2016 and the corre-
sponding regulations 
governing the enrol-
ment and update proce-
dures, explicitly stating 
that Aadhaar cannot be 
considered valid proof of 
date of birth.

This aligns with the 
stance presented in the 
office memorandum 
issued on December

NEW DELH, Jan 19 
(Agencies): A layer of 
fog, stretching from 
Punjab to West Bengal, 
lowered visibility over 
the Indo-Gangetic plains 
starting Thursday night, 
affecting road and rail 
traffic, officials said on 
Friday.

Satell i te imagery 
showed fog developing 
over parts of Punjab, 
Haryana, north Rajas-
than, and west Uttar 
Pradesh starting at 8 pm 
on Thursday.

An official at the India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said dense 
to very dense fog blan-
keted parts of Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Haryana, 
Delhi, and Tripura. 
Moderate fog prevailed 
in parts of Uttarakhand, 
east Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, and 
Odisha.

At 5.30 am, visibil-
ity levels stood at zero 
metres in Bathinda and 
Bikaner; 25 metres in 
Amritsar and Patiala; 50 

metres in Ganganagar, 
Churu, Hisar, Palam, 
Safdarjung, Jaipur, 
and Agartala; and 200 
metres in Ambala, Deh-
radun, Sultanpur (east 
UP), Purnea, Bhagal-
pur, Ranchi, and Jhar-
suguda.

A spokesperson for the 
Indian Railways said 22 
trains arriving in Delhi 
were delayed by up to 
six and a half hours due 
to the foggy weather.

The IMD reported that 

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 
(Agencies): India has 
registered a single-day 
rise of 355 new COVID-
19 infections and the 
number of active cases 
of the disease in the 
country now stands at 
2,331, the Union health 
ministry said on Friday.

Two deaths — one 
each from Karnataka 
and Kerala — were 
reported in 24 hours, 
according to data updat-

ed by the ministry at 8 
am.

The number of daily 
cases of Covid had 
dropped to double-digits 
before December 5, but 
it began to increase after 
the emergence of a new 
variant and cold weather 
conditions.

After December 5, the 
highest single-day rise 
of 841 new cases was 
reported on December 
31, 2023, which is 0.2 

per cent of the peak 
cases reported in May 
2021, official sources 
said.

Of the total active 
cases, around 92 per 
cent of patients are 
recovering under home 
isolation.

“The currently avail-
able data suggests that 
the JN.1 variant is nei-
ther leading to an expo-
nential rise in the new 
cases nor a surge in

EPFO not to consider Aadhaar 
as valid DOB document

Anti-militancy operations to remain 
top priority: ADGP Jammu Zone

HM Militant Sent to 
14-Day Judicial Custody 
in Delhi Court

Dense fog in parts of Delhi; 
22 Trains delayed

India reports 355 New Covid-19 
infections, active case tally now 2,331

AIKS advocates for minority space on 34th 
anniversary of Kashmiri Pandits’ exodus

Drug 
peddler 
arrested 
with 
psychotropic 
substances 
in Baramulla

SRINAGAR, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Continuing 
its efforts to eradicate 
the menace of drugs 
from the society, Police 
has arrested drug ped-
dler in Baramulla and 
recovered psychotropic 
substances from his 
possession.      

A police party of Police 
Station Sheeri headed 
by SHO PS Sheeri at a 
checkpoint established 
at Gantamulla Colony, 
intercepted one person.

“ During his search,72 
capsules of Spasmo 
Proxyvon Plus psycho-
tropic substances was 
recovered from his pos-
session. He was identi-
fied as Gowhar Ahmad 
Bhat son of Ghulam 
Mohd Bhat resident of 
Pehliharan.He has been 
arrested and shifted to 
PS Sheeri were he 
remained in custody,” 
he said.

Accordingly, case 
under relevant sections 
of law have been regis-
tered at police Station 
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Top News Report
R S PURA, Jan 19: 

Sexual harassment at 
the workplace has unfor-
tunately become a per-
vasive issue in recent 
times. Instances of such 
misconduct continue to 
emerge regularly, under-
scoring the urgency to 
address and combat this 
problem effectively.

Sexual harassment 
at the workplace is an 
enhanced form of vio-
lence that takes place in 
daily routine and snatch-
es away the women’s 
right to life and healthy 
livelihood.

In this context NCC 
boys wing CASH com-
mittee and Department 
of Dogri  of the college 
organized an awareness 
programme on “Sexual 
Harassment of Women 
@ Work Place” – Legal 
Aspects under the 
banner of Viksit Bharat 

@2047 Govt. initiative.
The objective of the 

programme was to 
make aware of the (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act, 2013 
also K/O POSH Act. 
The resource person 
was Panel Lawyer Rita 
Sarangal (Advocate) 
from Tehsil Legal Ser-
vices Authority Commit-
tee R. S. Pura.

Dr. Rakesh Choud-
hary, ANO Boys  and 
Head, Department Of 
Political Science, wel-
comed the gathering. 
The seminar highlighted 
on the legal aspects of 
women harassment at 
work place, how can 
it be prevented. She 
stressed on POSH Act 
to make students aware 
of it. Both male and 
female students actively 
participated in the pro-
gram.

During the session, the 
speaker shared several 

case studies she had 
previously managed. 
The program succeed-
ed in raising awareness 
among women about 
their rights.

The event was orga-
nized under the guid-
ance of Dr. Rajni Bhagat, 
esteemed Principal of 
the college.

She sensitized the 
students on the acts of 
sexual harassment and 
elucidated the punish-
ments for the offenders.

Further she also advo-
cated to treat women 
with equal dignity and 
respect.

Dr. Sunil Kumar Man-
goch, a member of Cash 
and Nodal Officer Viksit 
Bharat, concluded the 
event with a vote of 
thanks.

The faculty mem-
bers who present on 
the occasion were Dr. 
Rajinder Kumar Sharma 
and Dr. Kiran Pathania.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: Chair-

man of GNIOT Group of 
Institutions, Dr. Rajesh 
Gupta explained how an 
effort started by GNIOT 
Educational Group from 
a small institute in the last 
22 years can today be 
seen as a model for the 
top institutes of the coun-
try. During the interview, 
he tried to establish how 
a dream conceived by 
his respected father was 
given a concrete form. 
He told that in the last 22 
years, we in the GNIOT 
Group family of Bachelors 
in Engineering, Manage-
ment, Business Adminis-
tration , bachelors Higher 
education courses like 
Bachelor of Computer 
Application, Masters of 
Computer Application, 
Masters and Technol-
ogy, ANM, B.Sc Nursing, 
B.Sc Computer Science, 
Bachelors Commerce , 
Pharmacy, Postgradu-
ate Diploma in Manage-
ment, PGDM are offered 
by about seven different 
institutions within their 
group. He is working for 
the society and social ser-
vice. He also gave details 
of the efforts he is making 
in school education and 
the institute he has estab-
lished.

Whi le addressing 
today’s press conference 
, the CEO of the institute, 
Swadesh Kumar Singh 
first greeted all the media 

brothers and discussed 
in detail the important 
role played by the media 
in the education world. 
He told how today every 
small and big matter of 
the country is easily made 
available to the students 
at home through the 
media, free of cost, which 
benefits the students.

He said that a large 
number of students from 
Jammu and surrounding 
areas are studying in the 
institution and the institu-
tion is determined for the 
proper development of 
these students.

The main objective of 
the institution is to devel-
op the students studying 
here educationally and 
intellectually as per the 
demands of today’s times.

He said that the PGDM 
course at GNIOT Institute 
of Management Studies, 
run by the institute, is a 
living example of this 
entire thinking. He said 
that when the entire world 

was suffering and fright-
ened by an epidemic like 
Corona, where there was 
an atmosphere of fear 
and depression every-
where, then Honorable 
Prime Minister Shri Nar-
endra Modi. By imbibing 
one of the sayings of JI, 
“Opportunity in Disaster”, 
he established GIMS 
Institute and not only this, 
very special importance 
was given to education 
and educational quality in 
this institute. He said that 
the institute has flourished 
in this short period of time. 
Its identity is not only lim-
ited to Delhi NCR but now 
it has become an identity 
in many states of this part 
of India.

He said that the result of 
this identity is that in the 
last two years, students 
from about 22 states of 
India have come to the 
institute. They are pur-
suing their education 
in GIMS Institute. He 
said that every year we 

are breaking the bench-
marks set by ourselves 
and setting new heights 
whether it is the trust of 
students in us, whether it 
is placements, whether it 
is research or be it setting 
new standards of quality 
in education, our insti-
tute is leading in all these 
parameters.

At the end of the press 
conference , Group Head 
Outreach of the organiza-
tion, Pankaj Kumar, while 
conveying his heartfelt 
thanks to all the media 
persons for coming to 
the education related 
program in such large 
numbers, thanked all the 
media for the efforts being 
made by the organization 
for the students of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

He told that the stu-
dents studying in the 
institute from the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
achieved many achieve-
ments on the basis of their 
hard work and intelligence 

there is no dearth of talent 
among the students here.

The students of this 
state are hardworking and 
for these reasons, under 
the guidance of the Chair-
man of the organization, 
today we have organized 
such programs in Jammu 
city with the aim of bring-
ing out the hidden talent 
among the students of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

CEO of the organiza-
tion, Swadesh Kumar 
Singh said that today the 
organization has orga-
nized a program and has 
invited the educationists 
who have done amazing 
work in the field of educa-
tion from all over Jammu 
and surrounding cities 
and they have been hon-
ored by the organization 
as very special dignitar-
ies of the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Work is also 
being done to honor those 
academicians according 
to the work being done 
by them.

During today’s press 
conference, apart from 
the organization’s Chair-
man Dr. Rajesh Gupta, 
CEO Swadesh Kumar 
Singh, Vice President 
Professional Engage-
ment and Outreach Chan-
drakant Singh, Group 
Outreach Head Pankaj 
Kumar, the organization’s 
Vimal Singh, Rupesh 
Rao, Amit Ranjan, Abhi-
nay Raj, Amita A large 
number of academicians 
from Jammu city including 
Bhatt participated.

JAMMU, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): Former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief min-
ister Farooq Abdullah on 
Friday sparked a debate 
on the Ram temple con-
secration ceremony in 
Ayodhya, questioning 
whether Lord Ram is 
confined to one temple.

Speaking to report-
ers here, he also asked 
if Shri Ram belonged 
exclusively to the BJP 
or RSS, asserting that 
“nobody is the custodian 
of Ram”.

“Is Lord Ram residing 
only in one temple? Isn’t 
Ram having any other 
home (temple)? Are 
other Ram temples use-
less ones? Ram is omni-
present. He is also there 
where there is no Ram 
temple. He is the Ram 
of the entire universe,” 
Abdullah told reporters 

here. He said Shri Ram 
does not belong to one 
sect and it is wrong to 
portray him only as a 
‘Hindu’.

Responding to invi-
tations extended by 
political entities for the 
temple opening on Jan-
uary 22, Abdullah ques-
tioned the exclusivity of 
Shri Ram.

“Is Ram of the BJP 

only? Does Ram 
belong to only the RSS? 
Who are they to invite 
anyone? Why do you 
need an invitation to go 
to a temple?” the former 
chief minister asked

“If I am going for an 
Umrah, shall I expect 
an invite from there? 
The invitation process 
is wrong. Nobody is the 
custodian of Ram,” he 
added.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: The 

Translation Club of Utsaah, 
Club Consortium of Jammu 
University on Friday orga-
nized a symposium on 
poetry and its translation 
during the ten-day multi-
arts festival, Protsaahan.

The event was graced by 
Sapna Kotwal, Secretary of 
the Pahari Advisory Board, 
as the Chief Guest, where-
as acclaimed Pahari poet 
Swami Antar Nirav Singh 
and renowned Dogri poet 
Promila Manhas were the 
resource persons.

While welcoming the par-
ticipants and chief guest on 
the occasion, Chairperson 
UTSAAH, clubs consor-
tium, Prof Satnam Kour 
said that under the super-
vision of Vice Chancellor, 
Prof Umesh Rai, this ini-
tiative has been taken in 
which 12 different clubs 
are carrying various activi-
ties during this 10-day arts 
festival.

“It is heartening to wit-
ness the enthusiasm and 
dedication of the students 
and faculty involved in pro-
moting linguistic diversity 
and cultural understand-
ing,” said Prof Satnam 
Kour, adding that the credit 
for the success of these 
club goes to all the coor-
dinators.

Sapna Kotwal said that 
translation, as a bridge 
between cultures, plays a 

crucial role in developing 
mutual respect and appre-
ciation.

“The discussions today 
reflected a deep engage-
ment with the complexities 
of linguistic expression and 
the transformative power 
that lies within the art of 
translation,” she said and 
appreciated initiatives by 
the University of Jammu 
for the welfare of students 
and civil society.

Earlier, students from dif-
ferent departments recited 
poems and their translation 
in different languages.

Dr Garima Gupta, Coor-
dinator translation club 
presented formal vote 
of thanks. The function 
was conducted by Anlina 
Shapoo and Anjali Khaju-
ria.

Among others present on 
the occasion included Prof 
Prakash Antahal, Dean 
Students Welfare, Prof 
Suman Jamwal, Coordina-
tor Film Club, Prof Monika 
Chadda, Chairperson Cul-
tural Campus Committee, 
Dr Suvidha Khanna, Coor-
dinator Heritage Club, Dr 
Shashi Prabha, Coordina-
tor Social Justice Club, 
Dr Pritam Singh, Coordi-
nator Photography Club,  
Dr Sandeep Dubey and 
Dr Padamdev Singh, fac-
ulty of Dogri Department, 
Dr Farhat Urdu Depart-
ment, Dr Bandana Thakur, 
Department of Hindi.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: The 

Department of Sociolo-
gy, University of Jammu 
(JU) organised a ses-
sion on “Mind Matters” 
in collaboration with Art 
of Living. The resource 
person was Rohit 
Ranjan, teacher with Art 
of Living.

Dr. Hema Gandotra, 
Head in charge, Depart-
ment of Sociology wel-
comed the resource 
person and his team.

In her welcome 
address she introduced 
the resource person to 
the audience and high-
lighted the role of such 
sessions in shaping the 
personality of students 
and scholars.

She stated that the 

department has been 
able to organize such 
activities under the 
guidance of Prof. Vishav 
Raksha, Head, Depart-
ment of Sociology.

Ranjan shared his 
experience of mindful-
ness that he learnt in 
his journey in the Art of 
Living.

He inspired in students 
and scholars the values 
of compassion, empa-
thy, kindness and calm-
ness through the right 
form of meditation.

During the session a 
small meditative prac-
tice to develop and 
understand the power of 
breathing was conduct-
ed under his instruc-
tions.

The aim of the entire 

session was to promote 
both mental and physi-
cal well-being and a 
positive attitude towards 
life.

Kajal Kalsi, Assistant 
Professor, Department 
of Sociology, offered 
the vote of thanks and 
pressed the importance 
of such sessions in con-
tributing to a stress-free 
environment.

Students and schol-
ars joined the session 
in large numbers and 
enthusiastically shared 
their experiences at the 
end of the session.

Other faculty members 
of the department includ-
ing Dr Sapna Sharma, 
Diksha Nargotra and 
Dr Gopal Sharma were 
also present during the 
session.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: The 

Department of Lifelong 
Learning, University of 
Jammu organizing two- 
day’s workshop on “Data 
analysis with SPSS” on 
Friday.

The scholars from the 
P.G. department of Home 
Science, Psychology, 
Commerce (University of 
Jammu), Department of 
Mass Communication and 
Journalism (central univer-
sity of Jammu) and depart-
ment of Social science (IIT 
Jammu) are participating in 
the workshop.

The first session of the 
workshop conducted by 
Dr. Sunil Kumar ( Assistant 
professor), P.G. depart-
ment of Commerce. The 
session primarily focuses 

on the how to enter data, 
transform the data and filter 
the same with SPSS.

The session was followed 
by a very vibrant interac-
tion wherein Dr. Sunil 
addressed various queries 
raised by the scholars.

The second session was 
conducted by Dr. Harleen 
Kour(Assistant Professor), 
P.G. Department of Com-
merce and the session 
focused on equipping the 
scholars with the charts, 
graphs and interpretation 
of the same while making 
use of the SPSS.

The workshop was con-
ducted under the guidance 
of Dr. Jeevan Jyoti( I/c 
Director), Department of 
Lifelong learning and same 
was coordinated by Dr. Pal-
lavi Sachdeva( Assistant 

Professor) and Dr. Sand-
eep Singh (Assistant Pro-
fessor), department of Life-
long Learning. Others pres-
ents in the workshop were 
Dr. Priyanka Sharma and 
Dr. Vivek Sharma, faculty 
member from the depart-
ment of lifelong learning.

Is Shri Ram confined to one temple, Asks Farooq 
Abdullah ahead of consecration ceremony

Protsaahan: Translation Club 
organises symposium on ‘Poetry 
and its translation’

Art of Living session organised at JU

GNIOT Group is ready for development of bright 
students of Jammu: Dr. Rajesh Gupta

DLL organizes two days workshop on 
‘Data Analysis with SPSS’

GDC RS Pura organizes awareness programme on 
“Sexual Harassment of Women at Work Place”
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By: Dilip Cherian

The abrupt recall of 
senior IAS officer 
Sanjay Bandopad-

hyay from his role as chair-
man of the Inland Water-
ways Authority of India 
(IWAI) has sparked specu-
lation among observers and 
babus about the underlying 
reasons for this unforeseen 
move. Mr Bandopadhyay, 
previously occupying a sec-
retary-equivalent position at 
the Centre, has been swift-
ly reassigned to his parent 
cadre in Madhya Pradesh, 
effective immediately.
Within MP’s babu circles, 

murmurs suggest that his 
recall may be tied to a poten-
tial appointment as the next 
chief secretary of the state. 
However, uncertainties arise 
given the impending retire-
ment of the current chief sec-
retary Veera Rana in March 
of this year, with the pros-
pect of her tenure extension 
remaining uncertain.
Adding complexity to the 

situation is the recent change 
in leadership with a new 
chief minister in Madhya 
Pradesh and a fresh elec-
toral mandate, all trans-
piring under the Centre’s 
watchful eyes. The circum-
stances surrounding Ms 
Rana’s appointment before 
the Assembly polls further 
contribute to the uncertainty 

surrounding her continued 
role as chief secretary.
An alternative perspective 

posits that the consecutive 
placement of Mr Bandopad-
hyay under shipping secre-
taries junior to him might 
have played a role in this 
decision. Despite this, as one 
of the senior-most officers 
in the cadre, and with a ser-
vice tenure extending until 
August 31, 2024, Mr Bando-
padhyay remains a poten-
tial contender for the chief 
secretary post in Madhya 
Pradesh.
Outsider babu’s strategic 

return to J&K
The Centre has reaffirmed 

its faith in retired IAS officer 
Satish Chandra by appoint-
ing him as the chairperson 
of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Real Estate Regulatory 
Authority (J&K RERA). Mr 
Chandra, who concluded his 
term as chairman of the J&K 
Public Service Commission 
initiated in June 2021, steps 
into a significant role that 
has remained vacant since 
September 2022, following 
the abrupt resignation of 
the first RERA chairperson, 
Parimal Rai, within 50 days 
of his appointment.
The decision to bring back 

an outsider babu — Mr 
Chandra is from the Andhra 
Pradesh cadre — into anoth-
er pivotal position indicates 

the Centre’s endorsement 
of Mr Chandra’s abilities, 
utility and effectiveness in 
this sensitive region. Sourc-
es have informed DKB that 
appointing an outsider can 
enhance an administra-
tor’s efficacy. Mr Chandra’s 
consecutive appointments, 
first as chairperson of the 
J&K PCS and now as RERA 
chairperson signal a delib-
erate effort to infuse fresh 
perspectives and adminis-
trative expertise to address 
the unique challenges facing 
the J&K region.
As the Centre grapples with 

the intricate governance 
issues in Jammu & Kashmir, 
not the least of which is to 
possibly hold assembly elec-
tions a few months after the 
Lok Sabha polls, Mr Chan-
dra’s appointment reflects a 
need to leverage experience, 
competence and an outsid-
er’s viewpoint to steer the 
administration.
Centre hunts for new UT 

adviser in Chandigarh
The Centre is reportedly 

taking a fresh approach 
to providing the Chandi-
garh administrator with a 
regular adviser. Departing 
from its initial proposal to 
transfer Puducherry chief 
secretary Rajeev Verma to 
Chandigarh, the focus has 
now shifted to considering 
another IAS officer for this 

post.
Sources have informed 

DKB that Manish Kumar 
Gupta, a 1991-batch UT 
cadre officer, the former 
DDA vice-chairperson and 
the current additional chief 
secretary of industries in 
the Delhi government, has 
emerged as the frontrunner 
for the Chandigarh assign-
ment. The position of UT 
adviser has been under ad 
hoc arrangements since the 
retirement of Dharam Pal in 
October last year.
There are some insiders, 

however, who are sceptical 
about the feasibility of this 
new approach. Some argue 
that the additional charge 
arrangement is working fine 
for the administration, with 
administrator and Punjab 
governor Banwarilal Purohit 
reportedly expressing satis-
faction with Nitin Kumar 
Yadav, the incumbent prin-
cipal secretary, home, who 
is also serving as the interim 
adviser.
The emergence of this point 

of view raises questions 
about the strategic consid-
erations behind the poten-
tial appointment and the 
nuances involved in select-
ing the right candidate. Of 
course, it is for the Centre to 
take the final call, but until 
then babus will continue to 
speculate.

By: Vijay GarG 

India’s education system 
faces critical challenges, 
particularly in postgrad-

uate education, and raises 
questions about policies’ 
coherence
Education in India is passing 

through, once again, a semi-
nal phase in its growth. Since 
1947, it has passed through 
several phases of change and 
each phase has had its own 
tale to tell.
Generally, education is seen 

in three phases: school edu-
cation, college education 
and postgraduate education. 
School education is broadly 
divided into three areas, class-
es 1 to 5, generally known as 
primary school; classes 5-10 
middle school, and classes 
10-12, secondary school. 
These are not rigid levels but 
are loosely used for classifica-
tion and easy communication.
The college-level education 

is from 1st year to 3rd year, 
which leads to a bachelor’s 
degree and 4th year and 5th 
year, which leads to a post-
graduate degree. The doc-
toral education could there-
after follow. Institutions are 
known to specialise amongst 
these various segments and 
acquire a brand for that. In 
school education, some do 
offer class 1 to class 12 educa-
tion, and there are others who 
also offer pre-class 1 educa-
tion which can be termed as 
a nursery stage.
Postgraduate education, 

especially after a master’s 
degree has been normally 
followed by at least 1 year 
pre-Ph.Dwork and at least 
2 years of PhD work if one 
has to go through it. Periodic 
changes have taken place and 
continue to take place. Illus-
tratively, a formal 1 year pre-
Ph.D work which could lead 
to a terminal M.Phil degree 
has been recently abolished. 
This kind of decision clearly 
has implications because it 
will affect the career pros-
pects of those who had an 
M.Phil Degree but did not go 
for a PhD degree. This act of 
doing away with an M.Phil 
award was sudden for a lot of 
people, and it affected many 
careers including those that 
were in the middle of the 1 
year M.Phil course. One of the 
bigger problems was render-
ing, useless, a whole year of 
work without prior notice. 
This kind of jerk and jolt can 
have arbitrary effects.
This is an aberration which 

needs to be understood and 
perhaps modified. One of the 
questions that remains is that 
education is a concurrent sub-
ject. This means, technically, 
about a degree like M.Phil, 
the UGC may legislate some-
thing but equally, technically 
the state legislature could 
continue a different mandate. 
The UGC could then refuse to 
give it cognizance for grants. 
This could lead to complica-
tions. That is another story. 
The history of degrees and 

their awards across the length 

and breadth of the country 
has been at times chequered, 
yet rarely a few have made it a 
public issue out of this. Thus, 
it is that the nation coasts 
along the narrative of the 5th, 
the 6th and the 7th pay com-
mission. This happens in dif-
ferent regions concurrently. 
There are certain States where 
the State Universities have 
62 as the age of retirement 
whereas the Central Univer-
sities in the same State have 
65 as the age of retirement. 
This creates artificial pulls 
and pressures in the flow 
of talent of the Faculty and 
others in a given direction. 
This also affects the avail-
ability of talent in the Central 
Universities of a given State 
or the State Universities in a 
given State.
These are not minor matters 

to be trifled with. However, 
these issues continue to be 
treated by default in most 
situations.
In the meanwhile, the so-

called discussion on the 
National Education Policy 
continues to go on unabated. 
Most of the comments being 
made on the National Edu-
cation Policy, on what it has 
stated, are so far positive. 
This is rightly so because the 
National Education Policy 
within the limitations of the 
announcement has indeed 
given a higher sense of pur-
pose.
This keeps the education 

movement going forward.
What does not seem to be 

noticed, equally, is that there 
are many aspects of Nation-
al Education that need an 
all-India consideration. The 
above paragraphs given the 
categories of education at the 
school stage, the college stage 
and the university stage, also 
need some reflection. This is 
a need that is not yet suffi-
ciently widely understood or 
appreciated. The greater is the 
worry because even the com-
mentaries on this in the press 
are few and far between. 
That having been said there 

is a need to keep the discus-
sion on education alive. All 
said and done, the Parliament 
needs to find time to take up 
some of these collateral issues 
on a truly comprehensive 
level.
The form in which the 

National Education Policy has 
been enunciated makes for 
many valid points. Amongst 
them number the emphasis 
on the indigenisation of edu-
cation and finding the Indian 
roots of many intellectual 
traditions. This is valid in 
science, technology, manage-
ment, literature, medicine, 
music and more. This is not 
going to come easy because 
Indian intellectual traditions 
are so much a part of life that 
one gets away even by ignor-
ing their scholastic tradition 
in formal educational efforts. 
This state of dualism where 
something is recognized as a 
part of life but does not have 
its due place in the curricu-
lum, is a hiatus that needs to 
be bridged.

Life in both rural and urban 
areas has its own positive 
and negative aspects. Life 

in both the areas is quite different 
from each other. Traditionally, India 
is mainly a rural country as Mahat-
ma Gandhi also said that real India 
lives in villages.
There are many festivals and fairs 

in the villages. Here festivals are cel-
ebrated in the traditional manner 
with a feeling of brotherhood. Be 
it Holi, Baisakhi, Pongal, Onam, 
Dussehra, Diwali or Eid, the entire 
village dances together to the tunes 
of folk music. Everyone in the village 
lives bound by the bonds of com-
munity and they share the circum-
stances of life with each other, be it 
sorrow or happiness.
Although their lifestyle is not as 

developed as that of urban people, 
rural people are still warmer and 
more cordial. They take great care 
of each other and everyone in the 
entire village recognizes each other. 
They do not live in a state of isola-
tion like in metropolitan cities.
The natural beauty of villages in 

India is also worth seeing. The lush 
green fields are covered with flow-
ers all around and the intoxicating 
fragrance spreads far and wide. 
Birds chirping happily around the 
fields, barns and houses in the vil-
lage. Simplicity is the identity of 
rural life.
Unfortunately, due to the search 

for jobs and the glamor of comforts 
and luxuries, people are migrating 
from rural areas to urban areas on 
a large scale. However, now villages 
in the country are also progressing 
in terms of living standards and 
urbanization is happening at a fast 
pace. Facilities like electricity, water, 
concrete roads, telephones, mobile 
phones, computers, education and 
medical care are now easily acces-
sible in many parts of rural India.
Farmers are also now using 

modern farming equipment, and 
are now plowing the fields with 
tractors instead of oxen.
Village people depend on the 

sale of their agricultural produce 
like grains, fruits and vegetables 
in urban markets and also urban 
people cannot survive without the 
supply of essential commodities for 
life from rural areas. People from 
villages travel to the city every day 
to buy essential items and latest lux-
uries of modern life, watch movies, 
have fun and get jobs in urban 
establishments. In fact, the overall 
development of India is impossible 
without the harmonious develop-
ment of villages and cities as both 
complement each other.
Life in cities has its own negative 

aspects – it is full of pressure, stress 
and anxiety. People here have many 
comforts and facilities but they do 
not have mental peace. They are so 
busy in work related to personal 
and professional life that they are 
not even aware of the happenings 
in their neighborhood.

EDITORIAL

Education in India is passing through, once again, a seminal phase in its Growth

Will waterways boss be next MP chief secy? But it’s still uncertain
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Top News Report

DODA, Jan 19: Vil-
lage Defence Guard 
(VDG) Union Doda 
under the leadership 
of it’s president Jagdev 
Singh Thakur today 
held a protest demon-
stration and demanded 
honorarium at par with 
the paid VDGs.

The VDG members 
alleged that the UT 
administration has 
given step motherly 
treatment to the VDGs.

They said that the 
VDCs now called 
VDGs have been 
doing hard job in the 
militancy infested 

areas across the entire 
Chenab Valley since 
their establishment but 
unfortunately the gov-
ernment has divided 
them in two fractions.

The VDGs formed 
before 1992 are being 
paid but those received 
weapons after 1992, 

are performing their 
duty regularly with hon-
esty and dedication but 
are not being paid till 
date.

Thakur demanded 
immediate release of 
honorarium in favour of 
the unpaid VDGs at par 
with their counterparts .

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: 35 
Projects were inaugu-
rated by the Raksha 
Mantri on Friday at 
Dhak Bridge site in 
Uttarakhand. The Dhak 
Bridge was physically 
inaugurated by the 
Hon’ble Raksha Mantri, 
while the other projets 
were inaugurated vir-
tually by establishing 
online connection to 
each of balance 34 
sites.

In line with govern-
ment policy of provid-
ing last mile connec-

tivity, project Sampark 
has embarked on rapid 
development of infra-
structure in Poonch, 
Reasi & Rajouri dis-
tricts. Out of 35 Infra-
structure projects 
inaugurated, Project 
Sampark dedicated 
10 newly constructed 
bridges costing approx 
64 Crores to the Nation 
on 19 Jan 2024 the 
details of the same are 
as follows :-

The inauguration 
of the most of above 
bridges took place vir-
tually. Maj Gen Shailen-
dra Singh, SM, Chief 

of Staff HQ 16 Corps 
inaugurated the Balini 
Bridge at Km 15.66 on 
road Jammu- Srinagar. 

Expressing deep 
gratitude towards dedi-
cation of ten bridges 
to the Nation, Brig 
Neeraj Madan, Chief 
Engineer Project Sam-
park assured of giving 
renewed impetus to 
the projects under 
progress which would 
not only facilitate faster 
induction of troops into 
border area, but would 
also play a major role in 
socioeconomic deploy-
ment of the Nation.

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jan 19: 
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Chatroo in  
collaboration with Motor 
VehicleDepartmentt, Traf-
fic department and 11 RR 
Chatroo jointly celebrated 
Road Safety Month.

The whole program 
was organised under the 
esteemed guidance of 
Prof. (Dr.) Ved Kumar, Prin-
cipal of the college.

GDC Chatroo is actively 
participating in National 
Road Safety Month, advo-
cating for safer roads and 
responsible driving. Com-
mencing with a ceremo-
nial lamp lighting followed 
by the National Anthem, 
the event was graced with 
a captivating extension 
lecture by Dr. Haqnawaz 
Ahmad- Lecturer of Politi-
cal science at GDC Cha-
troo, shedding light on cru-
cial measures to enhance 
road safety and delivered 
an enlightening presenta-
tion on the proactive steps 
and precautions necessary 
for ensuring road safety.

His insights touched 
upon key issues such as 
responsible driving habits, 
adherence to traffic rules, 
and the importance of 
vehicular maintenance.

Mohd Saleem Manhas 
- ARTO Kishtwar graced 
the occasion with his 
enlightening lecture moti-
vated and awarded the 
presentees about various 
road safety measures. The 
lecture was followed by 
question answer which left 
the attendees with deep 
understanding and aware-
ness.

GDC Chatroo’s com-
mitment to community 
well-being was evident 
as students, faculty, and 
local residents gathered 
to engage in discussions 
on fostering a culture of 
responsible and safe driv-
ing. The institution believes 
that education and aware-
ness are pivotal in reducing 

road accidents and creat-
ing a safer environment for 
all road users.

“We are delighted to have 
Dr. Haqnawaz Ahmad 
sharing his expertise with 
us during National Road 
Safety Month. It is a cru-
cial initiative and his valu-
able insights will undoubt-
edly contribute to making 
our roads safer for every-

one,” stated Prof. (Dr) Ved 
Kumar- Principal GDC 
Chatroo in his presidential 
address.

Prof.(Dr.) Ved Kumar fur-
ther stressed on respon-
sible driving habits, adher-
ence to traffic rules, and 
the importance of vehicular 
maintenance.

The event saw active 
participation from the 

audience, with discus-
sions emphasizing the 
importance of collective 
responsibility in ensuring 
road safety. GDC Cha-
troo plans to continue its 
efforts in promoting aware-
ness and education around 
road safety throughout the 
month.

As National Road Safety 
Month progresses, GDC 
Chatroo remains dedi-
cated to fostering a sense 
of responsibility among 
individuals and contribut-
ing to the broader goal of 
reducing road accidents 
and fatalities.

At conclusion of the pro-
gram, Pledge regarding 
road safety was taken by 
the attendees. The pro-
gram’s coordination and  
vote of thanks was led by 
Dr. Jaswant Singh- Physi-
cal Director GDC Chatroo, 
with a presidential address 
delivered by Prof.(Dr.) Ved 
Kumar.

GDC Chatroo celebrates National Road Safety Month

VDG Union holds protest, demands 
honorarium at par with counterparts

35 Infrastructure Development Projects 
inaugurated by Raksha Mantri: Project Sampark

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jan 19: 
A spectacular mega 
plantation drive unfold-
ed on Friday at Lohlu, 
Dangdoroo, in the 
Sounder Forest Block 
of Dachhan Range.

This initiative aligns 
with the Biodiversity 
Management Plan 
executed by Marwah 
Forest Division for the 
year 2023-24.

Organised by Forest 
Division Marwah in col-
laboration with District 
Administration Kishtwar, 
Pollution Control Board 
Kishtwar, CVPPL, Pakal 
Dul HEPP, and Dang-
doroo Kishtwar under 
the guidance of Deputy 
Commissioner Kishwar, 
Dr. Devansh Yadav, the 
event witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from 
authorities, officers, and 
high-ranking officials 
from various organi-
zations, alongside the 
local inhabitants.

Under the Biodiver-
sity Management Plan 
of CVPP(P)L-Pakal Dul 
HE Project, the Forests 
& Environment Division, 
Marwah, organized this 
mega plantation drive in 
Compartment number 
35/D, Near Ikhala 
Temple, Lolu, Dacchan 
forest area.

The total target of 
5500 plant saplings, 
including Conifers and 
naked roots saplings 
(3000) suitable to the 
local geography, as well 
as fruit-bearing saplings 
(2000), are to be plant-
ed within the month of 
January.

Under the banner of 
the Green J&K Drive, 
the beginning was 
made by planting 1000 
poly bagged saplings 
with the help of local 
residents along with 
employees of Forest 
Division, J&K Pollu-
tion Control Committee 
Kishtwar, and CVPPPL.

The mega plantation 
drive, spread over an 
area of 10 hectares, 
was led by Vijay Kumar, 
DFO Marwah, in the 
presence of Arindom 
Chakrabor ty, DGM 
(Geology), and Raghu-
nath Jhoor, Sr. Manag-
er (PR) from Pakal Dul 
HEP, as well as vari-
ous other officials from 
CVPPPL, JKCC, and 
Forests Division.

The Conservator 
of Forests, Chenab 
Circle Doda, Dr. Jatin-
dra Kumar Singh, and 
senior officials of CVPP 
were witnesses to the 
green drive through 
video conferencing 
facility, and at the end 
of the drive, the CF also 
addressed the local 
gathering, encourag-
ing them to extend 
full cooperation to the 
Forest Department in 
ensuring maximum 
plantation and moni-
toring the progress of 
these saplings on a 
daily basis. 

Apart from physical 
monitoring, this planta-
tion zone will also be 
monitored through sat-
ellite imagery from time 
to time.

Also during the event, 
Divisional Forest Offi-
cer, Marwah, Vijay 

Kumar, delivered a 
comprehensive speech, 
outlining the planta-
tion goals for the year 
– aiming to plant poly-
bagged plants and 
Naked Root (NR) plants 
in the specified Closure. 
He emphasized the rep-
lication of such events 
in other locations within 
the Dachhan Forest 
Range.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the contractor 
responsible for planta-
tion works was directed 
to adhere strictly to the 
designated procedures 
and ensure both quali-
tative and quantitative 
excellence in execution.

Expressing gratitude 
for the event’s success, 
the local inhabitants 
were urged to refrain 
from littering, particular-
ly during the prolonged 
dry spell prevailing in 
the area.

DFO Marwah encour-
aged the community to 
spread awareness and 
collaborate with the 
Forest Department in 
safeguarding and pre-
serving the invaluable 
public property.

Pertinent to mention 
here that CVPPL pro-
vides funding to the 
Forest Department 
under the Environment 
Management Plan of 
Pakul Dul HEP.

Accordingly, a Biodi-
versity Management 
Plan was approved by 
the Govt. of J&K in the 
year 2021 with a finan-
cial implication of Rs. 
18.00 Cr. to be spent 
over the plan’s duration 
of seven years.

Plantation drive held in Lohlu, 
Dangdoroo of District Kishtwar

Top News Report

KISHTWAR, Jan 19: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
National Confrance 
Senior Leader Ajeet 
Bhagat said that the 

dilapidated condition 
of the link road from 
Pochhal  to Arsi, Nara-
ngadhi, and Machga-
dhi and Camp Ground 
Pochhal to Saras where 
essential services are 
not able to move freely 
due to inattention of 
District Administration 
and Representatives, 

due to which the people 
are facing severe prob-
lems for their basic and 
emergency needs.

The Jammu and 
Kashmir NC leader 
Ajeet Bhagat urged 
upon the authori-
ties to black topping 
and repairs the roads 
which is in dilapidated 
condition and in need 
of repair.

Bhagat said that we 
have see this roads in 
dilapidated condition 
from last many years 
and authorities have 
always remained mum 
on this issue.

Bhagat have urged 
upon Chief Secretary 
Atal Dulloo, Divisional 
Commissioner Jammu 
Remesh Kumar and 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar Devansh 
Yadav to look  into the 
genuine  issues.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: Con-
gress Seva Dal Jammu 
Kashmir President Vijay 
Sharma Babbi has said 
that the figures given by 
the government regard-
ing 24.82 crore people 
coming out of multidi-
mensional poverty in 
the last nine years are 
completely wrong.

The discussion paper 
of NITI Aayog on the 
basis of which BJP is 
making this claim has 

been prepared apart 
from the global stan-
dards.

Even till now no inter-
national agency has con-
firmed this figure. BJP is 
making false claims to 
mislead people in view 
of the elections.

The purpose of releas-
ing such a report just 
before the elections 
is nothing other than 
depriving 25 crore 
people of free food 
grains and other govern-
ment schemes.

Vijay Sharma said that 
according to the dis-
cussion paper of NITI 
Aayog, multidimension-
al poverty in the coun-
try was 29.17 percent 
in 2013-14, which will 
reduce to 11.28 percent 
in 2022-23. With this, 
24.82 crore people have 
come out of this catego-
ry during this period.

He said that after the 
release of the report all 
leaders of BJP are count-
ing it as an achievement 
of the government but in 

reality it is a conspiracy 
under which 25 crore 
people were thrown out 
of multidimensional pov-
erty.

He said that on one 
hand the government 
claims that India is 
becoming a developed 
nation, on the other hand 
the Prime Minister in his 
every rally is claiming to 
give free food grains to 
80 crore people if people 
in India are coming out 
of the poverty line. Then 
why do 80 crore people 

need free ration. 
This is a conspiracy 

somewhere to deprive 
25 crore people of free 
ration. The Congress 
government had taken 
27 crore people out of 
the poverty line, but that 
report was completely 
based on data and was 
released by the World 
Bank, whereas this 
report of the Central 
Government has been 
prepared while sitting in 
a room and watching the 
elections.

Ajeet Bhagat demands black-
topping of link road from 
Pochhal to Arsi

Poverty reduction figures wrong, conspiracy to deprive crores of people from Govt schemes: Vijay Sharma
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‘Jai Sri Ram’: Actor Nayanthara apologises 
for ‘Annapoorani’ controversy after makers 

are accused of hurting religious sentiments
Actor Nayanthara has offered 

sincere and heartfelt apol-
ogy over her latest Tamil film 
‘Annapoorani’, a week after the 
makers were accused of hurt-
ing religious sentiments and the 
movie was pulled from stream-
ing service Netflix.

In an Instagram post on Thurs-
day night, the ‘Jawan’ star said 
the film was made to “uplift and 
inspire, not to cause distress”.

“Jai Shri Ram. I am writing this 
note with a heavy heart and a 
genuine desire to address the 
recent turn of events concern-
ing our film, ‘Annapoorani’. 
Crafting ‘Annapoorani’ was not 
just a cinematic endeavour but 
a heartfelt pursuit of inspiring 
resilience and instilling the spirit 
of never giving up.

“It aimed to mirror life’s jour-
ney, where we learn that obsta-
cles can be overcome with 
sheer willpower...In our sincere 
attempt to share a positive mes-
sage, we may have inadvertent-
ly caused

‘Annapoorani’ featured the 
39-year-old actor star as a 
young woman who aims to 
become the best chef in the 
country but in order to realise 
her dream, she has to cook non-
vegetarian food.

Directed by Nilesh Krishnaa, 
the movie was released in the-

atres in December last year, 
before it started streaming on 
Netflix four weeks later. Last 
week, the movie kicked up a 
row after two complaints were 
filed against Nayanthara and 
the makers over allegations 
that certain scenes in the film 
hurt the religious sentiments of 
Hindus.

The complaints alleged that 
the film makes controversial 

remarks about Lord Ram and 
also promotes ‘love jihad’. Amid 
the controversy, the film was 
removed from Netflix by the 
makers.

In her post, Nayanthara said 
the team wanted to share a pos-
itive message and never expect-
ed that the movie, which was 
showcased in theatres, would 
be removed from a streaming 
platform.

“My team and I never intend-
ed to hurt anyone’s sentiments 
and we understand the gravity 
of this issue. Being someone 
who wholly believes in God and 
frequently visits temples across 
the country, it is the last thing I 
would intentionally do.

“To those whose feelings 
we’ve touched, I extend my sin-
cere & heartfelt apologies. The 
intention behind ‘Annapoorani’ 
was to uplift and inspire, not to 
cause distress. Over the last two 
decades, my journey in the film 
industry has been guided with 
a singular intention - To spread 
positivity & foster learning from 
one another,” she said.

After the complaints, the police 
in Maharashtra’s Thane district 
registered a case against eight 
people, including Nayanthara, 
last week.

The station house officer at 
the Naya Nagar police station 
said a case was registered 
against eight people, including 
the actor and the film’s produc-
er, under Sections 153-A (pro-
moting enmity between differ-
ent groups), 295-A (deliberate 
and malicious acts, intended to 
outrage religious feelings) and 
505 (2) (offence committed in 
place of worship) read with 34 
(common intention) of the IPC.

Shubhangi Atre, who 
plays the role of Angoori 

in the sitcom Bhabiji 
Ghar Par Hai, says she 

always tries to do some-
thing different to come 
out of the comfort zone. 
She recently played the 
AI version of her char-
acter,

“Whenever I get to 
do something different, 
try something out of 
my comfort zone, I get 
many chances. 

Recently, I played the 
Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) version of Angoori 
and I have explored 
as an actor,” says the 
Havan actress. Shub-
hangi thinks every 
medium has its own set 
of audience. 

The urban population 
is into OTT, and rural 
and townships are into 
TV or films.

“Mediums do not 
matter to me. I love 
doing my job, that is to 
act. “Angoori is a beauti-
ful character. It’s a treat 
for an actor,” she says.

Calling comedy a seri-
ous business, Shub-
hangi adds, “No matter 
what is happening in 
your life you have to 
make people laugh. 
To making people cry 
is easy. I have done 
family drama and very 
emotional scenes also. 
But now I realise that 
making people laugh is 
not easy.”

Shubhangi Atre explores 
AI avatar of Angoori

Killer Soup, starring 
Manoj Bajpayee and 
Konkona Sen Sharma, 
is already out and Rohit 
Shetty’s digital debut 
series Indian Police 
Force releases today. 
So, the inaugural month 
of 2024 is already a 
treat for binge-watch-
ers. We list some other 
most-anticipated Hindi 
web series and OTT 
films that will keep you 
engrossed the whole 
year!

Cop story
Indian Police Force
Director Rohit Shetty 

and actor Sidharth Mal-
hotra will be making 
their OTT debut with this 
series. This action thrill-
er will release today. 
Sidharth plays the role 
of a police officer from 
Delhi, Kabir Malik, who 
embarks on a journey to 
battle the insidious ter-
rorist Zarar. The series 
also stars Isha Talwar, 
Vivek Oberoi, Shilpa 
Shetty, Sheeta Tripa-
thi, Nikitin Dheer and 
Sharad Kelkar.

Crime zone
Mirzapur 3
It was one of the most 

anticipated series of 
2023, but Prime Video 
postponed the release 
to 2024. With charac-
ters like Kaleen Bhaiya, 
Guddu Bhaiya and many 
more, this show has 
engaged the audience 
for the past two instal-
ments and continues to 
create a buzz. The latest 
season will be released 
sometime this year and 
feature Shweta Tripathi 
Sharma, Rasika Dugal, 
Harshita Shekhar Gaur, 
Amit Sial and Anjum 
Sharma.

Fast pitch
Chakda ‘Xpress
Anushka Sharma’s 

comeback film after her 
first pregnancy, this one 
is a biopic on fast bowler 
Jhulan Goswami, who 
was a part of the Indian 
Women’s Cricket Team. 
The film is being direct-
ed by Prosit Roy.

Spy games
The Family Man 3
Brace yourself for 

another Manoj Bajpayee 
series, after Killer Soup 
was released recently. 
The Family Man fran-
chise comes from the 
stable of directors Raj & 

DK. In the series, Manoj 
plays Shrikant Tiwari, a 
senior agent in Threat 
Analysis and Surveil-
lance Cell. Season 3 

will focus on a conflict 
in the North East and 
is expected to release 
by the end of this year. 
The shooting for the The 

Family Man 3 will begin 
in February, 2024.

Love and betrayal
Heeramandi
Sanjay Leela Bhansali 

will make an OTT debut 
this year with his ambi-
tious project Heera-
mandi. The series will 
focus on stories of love 

and betrayal in the lives 
of courtesans in pre-
Independence India. 
The cast includes some 
famous names like 
Manisha Koirala, Son-
akshi Sinha, Aditi Rao 
Hydari, Richa Chadha, 
Sanjeeda Sheikh and 
Huma Qureshi.

Scandal point
Call Me Bae
This one will be 

Ananya Panday’s debut 
web series and she will 
be seen opposite Varun 
Dhawan. A playful teaser 
was shared by Varun 
recently. The series will 
also star Vir Das and 
Gurfateh Pirzada. It is 
a series about self-dis-
covery wherein Panday 
plays the lead role of a 
billionaire fashionista, 
Bae, who is disowned 
by her ultra-rich family 
following a scandal.

World of women
Do Patti
Another female-cen-

tric OTT film, Do Patti 
stars Kajol, Kriti Sanon, 
Tanvi Azmi and Shaheer 
Sheikh. It is directed by 
Shashanka Chaturvedi. 
It’s the maiden produc-
tion of screenwriter 

Kanika Dhillon and Kriti 
Sanon under their pro-
duction banner Kathha 
Pictures and Blue But-
terfly Films.

Inside the industry
Showtime
This series will focus 

on the real mahaul of 
Bollywood. It features 
the power struggle and 
off-the camera fights as 
well as relationships of 
actors in the industry. 
Created by Sumit Roy, 
it stars Emraan Hashmi, 
Naseeruddin Shah, 
Mouni Roy, Mahima 
Makwana, Shriya Saran 
and Rajeev Khandelwal.

Real to reel
Amar Singh Chamkila
This Netflix biopic 

has been directed by 
Imtiaz Ali and stars Diljit 
Dosanjh. It narrates the 
rise of Punjabi singer 
Amar Singh Chamkila, 
who was shot while he 
was performing in a vil-
lage. Parineeti Chopra 
plays the role of Cham-
kila’s wife.

Sequels on way:- 
Maharani 3, Aashram 4, 
Panchayat 3, Paatal Lok 
2, Farzi 2.

With a string of OTT series and films lined up for 2024, including Mirzapur 3, The Family 
Man 3 and Heeramandi, binge-watchers are surely in for a field day. Here’s a quick check

Bhumi Pednekar is 
set to portray an inves-
tigative journalist in 
the upcoming stream-
ing film Bhakshak. The 
film is a crime drama 

inspired by true events, 
and is directed by Pulkit.

It also stars Sanjay 
Mishra, Aditya Srivas-
tava and Sai Tamhankar 
in pivotal roles.

Bhakshak explores the 
journey of an unwaver-
ing woman’s quest to 
seek justice.

Bhumi Pednekar, as 
Vaishali Singh, por-
trays the role of an 
investigative journalist 
who wants to bring to 
light a heinous crime, 
laying bare the ground 
reality of crimes against 
women.

Director Pulkit said, 
“Our aim was to shed 
light on the harsh reali-
ties of society and spark 
conversations that lead 
to meaningful change. 
I’m looking forward to 
more people joining this 
important dialogue.”

The film, produced by 
Red Chillies Entertain-
ment, will drop on Feb-
ruary 9 on Netflix.

Bhumi Pednekar plays investigative 
journalist in Bhakshak

Sayli Salunkhe, who 
plays Vandana in Baa-
tein Kuch Ankahee Si, 
says that she loves the 
feedback she is get-
ting for the show. The 
actress says that she 
was quite apprehensive 
initially.

“At first, I was scared 
whether people would 
be able to connect or 
not. But I am receiving 
some great responses. 
The best thing that 
people tell me is that 
they could relate to 
Vandana. When I start-
ed playing Vandana, I 
could relate to her emo-
tions. Whatever Van-
dana and Sayli think, 
their emotions are very 
similar,” she says.

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t 
detached from her char-
acter once she is out 

of the sets, she says, 
“It’s difficult to detach. 
If you are playing that 
character for 15 hours 
then it’s difficult to do 
so. Even if I take my 
character home then I 
don’t have any problem 

as Vandana is a very 
sweet and innocent girl 
and I think that Sayali 
has been able to con-
trol her anger because 
of Vandana. Vandana’s 
character has a positive 
impact on my life.”

Sayli Salunkhe: ‘I relate to 
my character’

Friends actor Matthew Perry received an emotional 
tribute during the 75th Emmys’ ‘In Memoriam’ seg-
ment, which also included late stars such as Len 
Goodman, Andre Braugher, Lance Reddick, Paul 
Reubens, Barbra Walters, Kirstie Alley and more. 

Matthew Perry honoured
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NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agencies): The 
Congress on Friday strongly opposed 
the idea of holding simultaneous elec-
tions in the country and said it goes 
against the guarantees of federalism 
and the basic structure of the Consti-
tution.

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge 
party also demanded that the idea 
be abandoned and the high-powered 
committee formed in this regard be 
dissolved.

In a letter to the secretary of the com-
mittee on one nation, one election, he 
requested former President Ram Nath 
Kovind, who heads the panel, not to 
allow his persona and the office of 
the former president to be “abused” 
by the central government to “subvert” 
the Constitution and Parliamentary 

democracy.
“The Indian National Congress is 

strongly opposed to the very idea of 
‘One Nation, One Election’. For the 
sake of maintaining a thriving and a 
robust democracy, it is imperative that 
the entire idea must be abandoned and 
the high-powered committee dissolved,” 
Kharge said in his letter to Niten Chan-
dra, the secretary of the committee.

“On behalf of the Congress party and 
the people of the country, I humbly 
request the Chairman of the high-level 
committee not to allow his persona 
and the office of the former president 
of India to be abused by the Union gov-
ernment to subvert the constitution and 
parliamentary democracy in this coun-
try,” Kharge said in his letter.

His letter came in response to Chan-
dra’s letter of October 18 where he had 
invited suggestions for consideration of 
the high level committee consituted by 
the government for the purpose of one 
nation, one election.

“The government, parliament and ECI 
should work together to ensure people’s 
mandate is respected rather than divert 
people’s attention by talking about 
undemocratic ideas like simultaneous 
elections,” Kharge said.

One nation, one election against 
basic structure; Kharge writes to 
panel head Kovind

SOLAPUR, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said his govern-
ment is inspired by Lord Ram’s 
principles of governance with 
honesty and urged people to 
light Ram Jyoti on January 22, 
stressing that it would be an 
inspiration to remove poverty 
from their lives.

“Modi’s guarantee means 
‘guarantee puri hone ki guar-
antee’. Lord Ram taught us to 
honour commitments made and 
we are fulfilling all goals we set 
for the welfare of the poor and 
their empowerment,” he said.

The PM was addressing a 
gathering in Maharashtra’s 
Solapur after laying the founda-
tion stone of 8 AMRUT (Atal Mis-
sion for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation) projects worth 
Rs 2,000 crore in the state.

He also dedicated more than 
90,000 houses completed under 

PMAY-Urban in Maharashtra.
The Prime Minister dedicated 

15,000 houses of Raynagar 
Housing Society in Solapur, 
whose beneficiaries comprise 
thousands of handloom work-
ers, vendors, power loom work-
ers, rag pickers, beedi workers 
and drivers.

He also kick-started the distri-

bution of first and second instal-
ments to 10,000 beneficiaries 
of PM-Svanidhi in Maharashtra 
during the programme.

In a choked voice, the prime 
minister said he wished he had 
had the opportunity to stay in 
such houses when he was 
young.

“Happiness comes when peo-

ple’s dreams come true. Their 
blessings are my biggest invest-
ment,” he said.

Urging people, who got the 
houses, to light Ram Jyoti on 
January 22, when the consecra-
tion of the Ayodhya Ram temple 
will be held, Modi said it would 
be an inspiration to eradicate 
poverty from their lives.

“Lord Ram did the work that 
made his people happy. My 
government is dedicated to the 
welfare and empowerment of 
the poor. 

We launched schemes to miti-
gate their hardships,” he said, 
adding that the role of middle-
men had been completely eradi-
cated in his government’s wel-
fare schemes.

Modi said homes and toilets 
had been constructed in 10 
years as the lack of these ame-
nities was insulting the poor, 
especially women.

My government draws inspiration from Lord Ram, 
PM Narendra Modi says in Maharashtra’s Solapur

Lays the foundation stone of 8 AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation) projects worth Rs 2,000 crore in the state

ODISHA, Jan 19 
(Agenc ies):  Amid 
grand preparations for 
the ‘pran pratistha’ of 
the idol of Lord Ram 
in Ayodhya, another 
temple dedicated to 
Lord Ram will be inau-
gurated in Odisha on 
January 22.

A ceremony to mark 
the inauguration of a 
Ram Temple built in 
the Fatehgarh village 
of Odisha’s Nayagarh 
district will take place 
on Monday, coinciding 
with the inauguration 
of the Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya. The temple is 
located atop a hill and 
was constructed using 
the ‘Baulamala’ stone. 

Lush greenery sur-
rounds the soon-to-

be-inaugurated Ram 
Temple in Odisha.

The construction of the 
temple began in 2017. 
It is located 1,800 feet 
above the sea level in 
Fatehgarh, while the 
height of the temple is 
165 feet.

More than 150 work-
ers were involved in the 
construction of the Ram 
temple in Odisha for 
seven years.

The idea of the Ram 
Temple in the district has 
historical significance. 
Lord Govardhan has 

been worshipped on this 
mountain for decades. 
Moreover, in 1912, 
during the Navakalebar 
of Lord Jagannath, Lord 
Sudharshan’s tree was 
collected from Fateh-
garh. To commemorate 
this, the villagers took 

an initiative and formed 
a committee - Shri Ram 
Seva Parishad.

Social worker and 
Bhapur block vice 
chairperson started the 
temple work after being 
appointed the commit-
tee’s president.

India Today has learnt 
that the inaugura-
tion process will com-
mence from January 21 
onwards. Puri Sanka-
rachrya and the Maha-
raja have been invited 
to attend the temple’s 
grand occasion.

Furthermore, invita-
tions have been sent 
to the officials of vari-
ous temples, along with 
those at Puri’s popular 
Jagannath temple.

Not just in Ayodhya, a Ram Mandir will be 
inaugurated in Odisha too on January 22

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agencies): 
Ahead of Republic Day on January 26, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has 
issued a circular to states and union 
territories, urging them to ensure that 
Indian national flags made of paper, 
used by the public during important 
national, cultural, and sports events, 
are not discarded or thrown on the 
ground after the event.

The home ministry said that the Indian 
national flag represents the hopes and 
aspirations of the people of the country, 
and the paper tricolours are to be dis-
posed of privately, consistent with the 
dignity of the flag.

“As per clause (x) of Paragraph 2.2 
of Part-II of the Flag Code of India, 
the National Flag made of paper may 
be waved by the public on occasions 
important to national, cultural, and 
sports events. You are requested to 

ensure that flags used by the public, 
made of paper, are not discarded or 
thrown on the ground after the event. 
Such flags are to be disposed of in pri-
vate, consistent with the dignity of the 
flag,” the letter by the ministry, issued to 
all the states and union territories, read.

On January 26, 2024, India will 
observe its 75th Republic Day, with 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
set to be the chief guest at the parade 
in Delhi.

Republic Day: Dispose of paper 
flags with dignity, in private, 
says home ministry

NEW DELHI, Jan 
19 (Agencies): A total 
of 48 Agniveer Vayu 
Women would be part 
of the Indian Air Force’s 
Republic Day contin-
gent, officials told India 
Today TV on Friday.

The IAF marching 
contingent will be led 
by Squadron Leader 
Rashmi Thakur with 
Squadron Leader 
Sumita Yadav, Squad-
ron Leader Pratiti Alhu-
walia and Flight Lieuten-
ant Kirti Rohil as super-
numerary officers, they 
said.

In addition, 15 women 
pilots of the IAF will 
also operate various air 
assets of the IAF during 

the aerial flypast.
The theme of the IAF’s 

Republic Day tableau 
would be “Bharatiya 
Vayu Sena: Saksham, 
Sashakt, Atmanirbhar”.

FLYPAST TO DIS-
PLAY INDIA’S MILI-
TARY MIGHT

The aerial display 
during this year ’s 
Republic Day celebra-
tions will display the 
military might of India 
with 29 fighter aircraft, 
8 transport aircraft,13 
helicopters and one 
heritage aircraft roaring 

in the skies above the 
Kartavya Path.

One of the main attrac-
tions of the flypast would 
be the recently inducted 
C-295 transport aircraft 
which will participate 
for the first time in the 
Republic Day celebra-

tions.
The Indian Air Force 

will also depict the 
famous ‘Tangail air-
drop’ of the 1971 victory 
over Pakistan with one 
Dakota aircraft and two 
Dorniers flying in a ‘Tan-
gail formation’ during the 
celebrations.

The indigenously 
developed Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas will 
also be making its debut 
at the Republic Day 
parade with four of them 
flying in a ‘Tejas forma-
tion’ at the parade.

In addition, six Rafale 
fighter jets will also be 
flying in a ‘Vajraang 
formation’ in this year’s 
parade.

In a first, 48 Agniveer Vayu women to participate 
in Republic Day Parade

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agencies): 
Hours after a fire in a residential build-
ing in Delhi’s Pitampura left six people 
dead, the police have registered an FIR 
against unidentified people, officials 
said on Friday.

The fire broke out in a multi-storey 

building in the northwest Delhi locality 
on Thursday evening.

A case under Sections 304-A (causing 
death by negligence), 285 (negligent 
conduct) and 336 (endangering lives) 
of the IPC was registered at the Maurya 
Enclave police station, they said.

The six people, including four women, 
who died in the incident belonged to two 
different families and were staying on 
rent on the first, second and third floors 
of the building, police said.

According to the information received 
from the hospitals, those who died were 
identified as Rakesh Gupta (62), Renu 
Gupta (62), Shweta (30), Shanu Verma 
(27), Santosh (25) and Kirti (25).

The cause of the fire, which broke 
out on the first floor of the building, is 
yet to be ascertained, a police officer 
said, adding that the matter was being 
investigated.

Hours after fire in Delhi’s Pitampura 
leaves 6 people dead, police register 
FIR against unidentified people

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agencies): A 39-year-
old man was arrested for allegedly kidnap-
ping an 11-month-old child in southeast 
Delhi’s Jaitpur area, officials said today.

The child was returned to police by the 
man’s wife following which the accused was 
arrested from his house, they said.

Police said the accused kidnapped the tod-
dler since he did not have any child. The 
accused has been identified as Naveen 
Mishra.

“On Wednesday, we got a PCR call from 
a woman regarding kidnapping of her 
11-month-old son. The complainant told the 
police that she runs a beauty parlour in Jait-
pur and has two children,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (southeast) Rajesh Deo said.

According to the mother, around 8 pm on 
Wednesday, her son started crying so she 

asked her eight-year-old daughter to take 
him outside the parlour for sometime. Some 
time later her daughter informed that a man 
took the toddler away on a motorcycle, she 
said in the complaint.

“An FIR was registered and an investigation 
was taken up. We checked CCTV footage 
and found one person carrying the kidnapped 

child on a motorcycle. We checked the reg-
istration number and found that it has been 
registered in the name of a woman,” the DCP 
said.

The officer said while the police were trac-
ing the suspect intensively, on Thursday 
around 10:40 am, the woman - Mishra’s wife 
- reached the police station to hand over the 
child.

Police questioned her and later they arrest-
ed Mishra from his house. During interroga-
tion, he told police that he kidnapped the 
child as he did not have any children, the 
officer said.

Mishra, who is employed at the accounts 
department of a store in Noida did not have 
any previous criminal record. “Further inves-
tigation in the case is in progress,” the DCP 
said.

Childless Man Kidnaps Toddler From Delhi Street, 
His Wife Goes To The Cops

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agencies): 
Former TMC MP Mahua Moitra on 
Friday vacated her government accom-
modation here, her lawyer said.

The Directorate of Estates (DoE) had 
in the morning sent a team to get the 
official bungalow vacated and the area 
around it was barricaded, an official 
said.

“House number 9B on Telegraph 
Lane occupied by Mahua Moitra was 
vacated by 10 am this morning before 
the authorities arrived. No eviction took 
place,” Moitra’s counsel Shadan Far-
asat told reporters. The possession of 
the house had been handed over to the 
DoE officials, Farasat said.

Earlier this week, the DoE issued 
an eviction notice to Moitra, who was 

expelled from the Lok Sabha last month.
On Thursday, Moitra failed to get any 

relief from the Delhi High Court which 
refused to stay the DoE notice and 
asked her to vacate the government 
bungalow.

Justice Girish Kathpalia said no spe-
cific rule had been brought before the 
court that dealt with the eviction of MPs 
from government accommodation after 
they ceased to be lawmakers. 

Having failed to get relief from Delhi 
High Court, Mahua Moitra vacates 
her government bungalow
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WASHINGTON, DC (US), Jan 
19 (Agencies): The US evaded 
a question on whether Pakistan 
held prior consultations with 
Washington before conducting 
retaliatory air strikes on Iran.

On media reports claim-
ing Pakistan consulted the 
US before conducting strikes 
in Iran, State Department 
Spokesperson Matthew Miller, 
during a regular press briefing 
in Washington, said, “I do not 
have any private conversations 
to read out.” Miller said the US 
is concerned about the escalat-
ing tensions in the region and 
has urged restraint on all sides.

He said there is no need for 
escalation in the matter and 
that the country has noted the 
Pakistani government’s com-
ments about the importance of 
“cooperative relations between 
Pakistan and its neighbours.

In response to a question 
on how the US administration 
reads the situation between 
Iran and Pakistan, Miller said, 
“We are concerned about esca-
lating tensions in the region. 
It’s been something we have 
spoken a number of times, 
we’ve focused on. We’ve been 
incredibly concerned about 
the potential for escalation 
since October 7.” “That’s why 
we have engaged in intense 
diplomatic efforts to try to pre-

vent escalation. We noted the 
comments from the govern-
ment of Pakistan, about the 
importance of cooperative rela-
tions between Pakistan and its 
neighbours. We thought those 
were productive useful state-
ments, and certainly, there’s 
no need for escalation and 
we would urge restraint on all 
sides in this case,” he added.

Matthew Miller called Iran a 
major funder of Hezbollah and 
a principal supporter of Hamas 
for years.

In another query about the 
ongoing tensions between Iran 
and Pakistan after strikes and 
counterstrikes, Miller said, “I 
think I made pretty clear yester-
day what we think about Iran’s 
attacks, not just the strikes 
that were launched in the past 
three days against three of its 

neighbours but its long history 
of funding terrorism, funding 
instability and sowing discord 
in the Middle East. That’s some-
thing we have seen contribute to 
conflict in Gaza.” Iran’s strikes 
in Pakistan came after Iran’s 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) launched mis-
siles into Iraq’s Kurdistan region 
at what it called an Israeli “spy 
headquarters” and at alleged 
ISIS-linked targets in Syria, Al 
Arabiya News reported.

In response, Pakistan on 
Thursday launched missile 
strikes into Iran and codenamed 
it operation ‘Marg Bar Sarm-
achar’.

Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MoFA) in a statement 
said it had undertaken a series 
of “highly coordinated and 
specifically targeted precision 

military strikes against terrorist 
hideouts” in the Siestan-o-Bal-
uchistan province of Iran.

“A number of terrorists were 
killed during the intelligence-
based operation codenamed 
“Marg Bar Sarmachar,” it said.

Meanwhile, US State Depart-
ment spokesperson Miller said: 
“You have seen Iran as the 
principal supporter of Hamas 
for years. They are the major 
funder of Hezbollah. They are 
one of the major funders of the 
Houthis. We have seen the con-
sequences of the actions that 
Iran has taken to add to region-
al instability and that’s why we 
continue to take actions to hold 
Iran accountable and also send 
clear very messages to Iran that 
we don’t believe this should 
escalate in any way, shape or 
form.” “Pakistan is a major non-
NATO ally of the United States, 
and that will remain the case, 
but we would urge restraint in 
this case. We do not want to 
see escalation and don’t think 
there’s a need for escalation,” 
he added.

US National Security Council 
Coordinator for Strategic Com-
munications at the White House, 
John Kirby, said the US is moni-
toring the situation regarding 
Iran and Pakistan “very very 
closely” and they do not want to 
see escalation.

US ducks questions on reports Pakistan consulted 
Washington before striking back at Iran

SEOUL, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): North Korea said 
on Friday it had tested 
a purported underwa-
ter nuclear attack drone 
in response to a com-
bined naval exercise 
between South Korea 
and the United States 
and Japan this week, 
as it continues to blame 
its rivals for raising ten-
sions in the region.

The alleged drone test 
came days after North 
Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un declared he 
would scrap his coun-
try’s long-standing goal 
of a peaceful unification 
with South Korea and 
that his country would 
rewrite its constitution 
to define South Korea 
as its most hostile for-

eign adversary.
Tensions on the 

Korean Peninsula are 
at their highest point in 
years with Kim accel-
erating weapons dem-
onstrations and threat-
ening nuclear conflict 
and the US and its 
Asian allies respond-
ing by strengthening 
their combined military 
exercises.

North Korea’s alleged 
nuclear attack drone, 
which the North first 
tested last year, is 
among a broad range 
of weapon systems 
demonstrated in recent 
years as Kim expands 
his arsenal of nuclear-
capable weapons. 
South Korea’s mili-
tary has insisted the 

North has exaggerated 
the capabilities of the 
drone, which is suppos-
edly designed to carry 
out strikes on enemy 
vessels and ports.

The North’s military 
said it conducted the test 
in the country’s eastern 
waters in response to 
the US, South Korean, 
and Japanese naval 
drills, which wrapped 
up its three-day run on 
Wednesday in waters 
south of Jeju island.

“Our army’s underwa-
ter nuke-based coun-
tering posture is being 
further rounded off and 
its various maritime and 
underwater responsive 
actions will continue to 
deter the hostile military 
maneuvers of the navies 
of the US and its allies,” 
the North’s Defence 
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

“We strongly denounce 
the US and its followers 
for their reckless acts 
of seriously threaten-
ing the security of the 
DPRK from the outset 
of the year and sternly 
warn them of the cata-
strophic consequences 
to be entailed by them.” 

North Korea says it tested 
underwater nuclear attack drone 
in response to rivals’ naval drills

State Department Spokesperson Miller says US is concerned about escalating 
tensions in the region

South Korea’s military insists the North has exaggerated 
capabilities of the drone

DAVAO, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): A landslide set off 
by days of heavy rain 
buried a house where 
people were holding 
Christian prayers in the 
southern Philippines, 
killing at least 10 people, 
including five children, 
officials said on Friday.

Two people were 
injured, and at least one 
more villager remained 
unaccounted for fol-
lowing the landslide in 
a remote mountain vil-
lage in the gold-mining 
town of Monkayo in 
Davao de Oro province, 
Ednar Dayanghirang, 
the regional chief of the 
government’s Office of 
Civil Defence, said.

Three more bodies 
were found on Friday, 
after the search was 

paused mid-afternoon 
Thursday due to the risk 
of another landslide.

“They were praying 
in the house when the 
landslide hit,” Dayang-
hirang told the news 
agency by telephone 
Thursday night. “It’s sad 
but it’s the reality on the 
ground.”

People living near the 
village were ordered to 
evacuate due to fears 
of more land- and mud-
slides due to intermittent 
downpours, Monkayo 
Mayor Manuel Zamora 
said.

Days of heavy rains 
also flooded low-lying 
villages and displaced 
more than 36,000 
people in Davao de 
Oro and three other 

provinces, the Office 
of Civil Defense said. 
The weather began to 
clear on Friday in some 
areas.

The rains were 
sparked by what local 
forecasters call a shear 
line, a point where warm 
and cold air meet. 

At least 20 storms and 
typhoons lash the Phil-
ippine archipelago each 

year, especially during 
the rainy season that 
starts in June.

In 2013, Typhoon 
Haiyan, one of the stron-
gest to hit on record, left 
more than 7,300 people 
dead or missing, flat-
tened entire villages, 
swept ships inland and 
displaced more than 
5 million in the central 
Philippines.

10 people dead after a landslide buries 
a house in the southern Philippines

GAZA, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): Israel bombard-
ed southern Gaza on 
Friday after it publicly 
sparred with its main 
ally the United States 
over the possibility of 
a Palestinian state, the 
creation of which Wash-
ington sees as the only 
pathway to a lasting 
peace.

Witnesses reported 
gunfire and air strikes 
early on Friday in Khan 
Yunis, the main city in 
the south of the Gaza 
Strip, where Israel says 
many members and 
leaders of the Palestin-
ian Islamist movement 
Hamas are hiding.

The Palestinian Red 
Crescent repor ted 
“intense” artillery fire 
near the Al-Amal hos-
pital, while Gaza’s 
Hamas-run health min-
istry said 77 people 
were killed and dozens 
injured overnight.

The Israeli military said 
its Givati Brigade was 
fighting as far south as 
its troops had reached 
so far in the campaign.

“The soldiers elimi-
nated dozens of terror-
ists in close-quarters 
combat and with the 
assistance of tank fire 
and air support,” it said.

The United Nations 
says the war, which 
began with the unprec-
edented Hamas attacks 
on Israel on October 7, 
has displaced roughly 
85 percent of Gaza’s 
2.4 million people.

Many are crowded 
into shelters where they 
struggle to get food, 
water, fuel and medical 
care. UN agencies say 
improved aid access 
is needed urgently as 
famine and disease 
loom.

The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
said overnight it had 
counted 24 cases of 
hepatitis A and “thou-
sands” of cases of jaun-
dice likely linked to the 

spread of the viral liver 
infection.

“The inhumane living 
conditions -- almost no 
drinking water, clean 
toilets or ability to keep 
the surroundings clean 
-- will allow hepatitis A 
to spread further,” WHO 
chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said on 
X, formerly Twitter, 
describing the health 
crisis as “explosive”.

Hamas’s October 7 
attacks resulted in the 
deaths of about 1,140 
people in Israel, most of 
them civilians, accord-
ing to an agency tally 
based on official figures.

Militants also seized 
about 250 hostages 
during the attacks, 
around 132 of whom 
Israel says remain in 
Gaza. At least 27 hos-
tages are believed 
to have been killed, 
according to an agency 
tally based on Israeli 
figures.

Israel has vowed to 
“annihilate” Hamas in 
response and its relent-
less air and ground 
offensive has killed at 
least 24,620 Palestin-
ians, around 70 percent 
of them women, chil-
dren and adolescents, 
according to figures 
from the Hamas-run 
health ministry.

“We will not be satis-
fied with anything less 
than total victory,” Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu told a 
news conference on 
Thursday, warning that 
“victory will take many 
months”.

Total victory meant 
“the elimination of ter-
rorist leaders, the 
destruction of Hamas’s 
operational and military 
capabilities, the return 
of our hostages to their 
homes”, as well as the 
demilitarization of Gaza, 
he said.

A Palestinian state?
Washington supports 

Israel’s campaign in 

Gaza, but despite oth-
erwise close ties, the 
two allies publicly aired 
differences again this 
week over the way for-
ward.

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken used the 
World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, 
to renew his call for a 
“pathway to a Palestin-
ian state”.

But Netanyahu again 
flatly rejected the sug-
gestion on Thursday.

“Israel must have 
security control over 
the entire territory west 
of the Jordan River,” he 
said. “This is a neces-
sary condition, which 
contradicts the idea of 
(Palestinian) sovereign-
ty.”

Netanyahu maintained 
that “a prime minister in 
Israel should be able to 
say no, even to our best 
friends”.

Washington believes 
that the creation and 
recognition of a viable 
Palestinian state is nec-
essary to achieve secu-
rity for Israel.

“We obviously see 
things differently,” 
National Security Coun-
cil spokesman John 
Kirby said when asked 
about Netanyahu’s com-
ments.

Responding to Netan-
yahu’s remarks, the 
official spokesperson 
for Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmud Abbas, 
said that without an 
independent Palestin-
ian state “there will be 
no security and stability 
in the region”.

“The entire region is 
on the verge of a vol-
canic eruption due to 
the aggressive policies 
pursued by the Israeli 
occupation authorities 
against the Palestinian 
people and their legiti-
mate rights,” Nabil Abu 
Rudeineh said, accord-
ing to the official Wafa 
news agency.

Abbas’s Palestinian 

Authority exercises lim-
ited rule in the occupied 
West Bank, where the 
Israeli army also car-
ried out raids overnight, 
notably in Tulkarem.

The Palestinian Minis-
try of Health has count-
ed at least six deaths in 
the city since Wednes-
day.

Houthi attacks
The international com-

munity already fears 
that the war in Gaza 
could spill over into the 
wider region, with daily 
exchanges of fire on the 
Israeli-Lebanese border, 
an increase in attacks by 
Houthi rebels on mer-
chant ships in the waters 
around Yemen and the 
subsequent intensifica-
tion of US strikes there 
in response.

The Iran-backed 
Houthis have launched 
attacks against what 
they deem Israeli-linked 
vessels in the vital ship-
ping lanes of the Red 
Sea and Gulf of Aden in 
support of Palestinians 
in Gaza.

They have also said 
US- and British-linked 
ships were fair game 
since the two countries 
launched air strikes 
against targets in Yemen 
over the past week.

The Houthis claimed 
responsibility early 
on Friday for another 
attack on a US-owned 
and operated ship in the 
Gulf of Aden.

The US military’s Cen-
tral Command said two 
missiles were launched 
at the Marshall Islands-
flagged Chem Ranger, 
but the vessel and its 
crew were safe and pro-
ceeding to the next port.

While vowing the 
rebels would continue 
such attacks, a senior 
Houthi official promised 
safe passage through 
the Red Sea for Russian 
and Chinese vessels in 
an interview published 
by the Russian outlet 
Izvestia on Friday.

Israel bombs Gaza as disagreements 
with US simmer

WASHINGTON, Jan 
19 (Agencies): Indian 
American Congress-
man Raja Krishnamoor-
thi has condemned 
former US President 
and Republican presi-
dent ia l  candidate 
Donald Trump, for the 
alleged ‘birther’ claims 
against his primary 
challenger Nikki Haley.

Last week, Trump 
reposted a post from 
conser vat ive The 
Gateway Pundit, which 
claimed that Haley 
might be ineligible to be 
the US president or the 
vice president as her 
parents were not a US 
citizen when she was 
born in 1972.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n 
Haley automatically 
became a US citizen 
as she was born in the 

country.
“It’s sadly no surprise 

that Donald Trump is 
back at it with more 
false and racist ‘birther’ 
claims,” Indian Ameri-
can Congressman 
Krishnamoorthi, who is 
a Democrat, said in a 
statement.

“As a proud Indian 
American immigrant, 
the hateful attacks the 

former president is 
launching against Nikki 
Haley are all too familiar 
to me. Any Republican 
who claims to support 
the South Asian com-
munity should condemn 
this rhetoric,” Krish-
namoorthi said.

As per the US Consti-
tution, the qualifications 
to run for presidency 
are: They must be at 

least 35 years old, be 
a “natural-born” citizen 
and have been a resi-
dent of the United States 
for 14 years.

Section Three of 
the 14th amendment, 
approved after the Civil 
War, added that anyone 
who engaged in or aided 
an “insurrection” against 
the United States after 
taking an oath to support 
the Constitution was 
ineligible to “hold any 
office, civil or military,” 
The New York Times 
reported.

Trump had previously 
raised the question 
of the birth of former 
US President Barack 
Obama and the current 
vice president Kamala 
Harris. Trump has also 
called for an end to birth-
right citizenship.

US Congressman Condemns Trump 
For Alleged “Birther” Claims 

Against Nikki Haley
Donald Trump reposted a post from conservative The Gateway 

Pundit, which claimed that Haley might be ineligible to be the US 
president or the vice president as her parents were not a US citi-

zen when she was born in 1972.
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EPFO not to consider 
Aadhaar as valid DOB 

document
20, 2018, reiterating that Aadhaar is not 

proof of date of birth. Recent judicial deci-
sions, including one from the Bombay High 
Court on July 28, 2023, have underscored 
this interpretation.

As per a circular issued by EPFO in 2020, 
in case of a dispute in the date of birth, 
any of the following documents may be 
accepted as valid proof of date of birth 
which include Birth Certificate is issued 
by the Registrar of Births and Deaths; Any 
school/education related certificate; Cer-
tificate based on the service records of 
the Central/State Government Organisa-
tions; Passport; Other reliable document 
issued by a government department; and 
In the absence of proof of date of birth as 
above, a Medical Certificate issued by a 
Civil Surgeon after examining the member 
medically and supported with an affidavit 
on oath by the member duly authenticated 
by a Competent Court.

This move by EPFO aims to ensure 
adherence to the legal framework and 
follows a series of legal pronouncements 
emphasising that Aadhaar cannot serve as 
proof of date of birth.

According to the circular the employers 
and employees have been urged to take 
note of changes to avoid any discrepancies 
in the documentation process.

Anti-militancy operations 
to remain top priority: 

ADGP Jammu Zone
put in place all counter measures to con-

tain the issue right at its inception.
ADGP Jammu Zone stressed upon the 

need to keep a sharp look over the each 
and every subversive activities happen-
ing in Poonch district. He said the enemy 
country is always on hunt to disturb peace 
and tranquillity in one way or the other in 
this district.

Dense fog in parts of 
Delhi; 22 Trains delayed

the visibility level plummeted to zero 
metres at the Amritsar airport by 8 pm, 

while it abruptly dropped from 1400 metres 
at 9.30 pm to 400 metres at 10 pm at the 
Palam Observatory, near the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport.

It further dropped to 50 metres by 11.30 
pm and zero metres by 4.30 am, before 
improving to 300 metres by 7.30 am.

Early morning foggy weather in north 
and northeast India has heavily impacted 
road, rail, and air traffic since the end of 
December.

IMD scientists say the absence of active 
western disturbances — weather systems 
originating in the Mediterranean region and 
bringing unseasonal rainfall to northwest 
India — is the reason behind the blinding 
layer of fog persisting over the plains in 
northwest India since December 25.

Generally, five to seven western distur-
bances impact the region during December 
and January. But this winter has not seen 
any so far, they said.

Two western disturbances affected the 
country, one in December and another in 
January, but their impact remained con-
fined to Gujarat, north Maharashtra, east 
Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh, they 
said.

IMD scientist Naresh Kumar told PTI, 
“Fog formation requires three conditions: 
weak low-level winds, moisture, and low 
temperature (overnight cooling). Active 
WDs, characterised by strong winds and 
precipitation, disrupt these conditions.”

According to a report authored by IMD 
scientists Kumar, Krishna Mishra, and R 
K Jenamani, the maximum temperatures 
have been below normal by 5-8 degrees 
Celsius over the northern plains since 
December 29, with a brief respite on Janu-
ary 7-8 due to a western disturbance.

The minimum temperatures have been 
below 4 degrees Celsius at many stations 
in the region from January 12 to 17.

This severe weather is due to mainly 
three reasons: lack of active western dis-
turbances over northwest India, prevailing 
El-Nino conditions, and a strong jet stream, 
they said.

Strong jet streams, which are bands of 
strong wind that generally blow from west 
to east all across the globe and impact 
weather, have been prevailing over north 
India for the last five days.

It is leading to the subsidence of cold air 
and enhancing cold wave/cold day condi-
tions over the region. These conditions are 
likely to continue over the next five days.

The lack of active WDs can also be attrib-
uted to the prevailing El-Nino conditions 
— abnormal warming of surface waters in 
the central Pacific Ocean.

During El-Nino years, there are fewer cold 
wave days over north India during Decem-
ber and January.

The IMD said ‘dense to very dense’ fog 
conditions are likely to prevail over north 
India for the next five days.

According to the weather office, ‘very 
dense fog’ is when visibility is between 
0 and 50 metres, between 51 and 200 
metres is ‘dense’, between 201 and 500 
metres ‘moderate’, and between 501 and 
1,000 metres ‘shallow’.

In the plains, the Met Office declares a 
‘cold wave’ if the minimum temperature 
dips to 4 degrees Celsius or when the 
minimum temperature is 10 degrees or 
below and is four-and-a-half notches below 
normal.

A ‘severe cold wave’ is when the minimum 
temperature dips to 2 degrees Celsius or 
the departure from the normal is by more 
than 6.4 degrees.

A ‘cold day’ is when the minimum tem-
perature is less than or equal to 10 degrees 
Celsius below normal and the maximum 
temperature is at least 4.5 degrees below 
normal.

A ‘severe cold day’ is when the maxi-
mum is 6.5 degrees Celsius or more below 
normal.

Drug peddler arrested 
with psychotropic 

substances in 
Baramulla

Sheeri and investigations have been initi-
ated.

We urge the common masses that if you 
witness drug peddling or any other crime 
anywhere near you, feel free to contact 
nearest police establishment or dial 112.

HM Militant Sent to 
14-Day Judicial Custody 

in Delhi Court
Mujahideen, deals with the financial aid 

of the outfit.
Nazar was said to be providing money 

from Pakistan on the pretext of doing a 

business of pashmina shawls and carpets 
which was allegedly used in financing 
the activities of the Hizbul Mujahideen in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Police said that he was nabbed from the 
Nizammudin area when he had arrived 
there to collect arms and ammunition from 
his associates at the behest of Pakistan’s 
spy agency Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI).

Quoting a source, the Indian Express fur-
ther reported that a Pakistan-based han-
dler was coordinating the delivery of arms 
and ammunition, and Mattoo would have, 
on his instructions, carried out some auda-
cious terror strikes in J&K and other places. 
‘’Mattoo is an expert in operating rocket-
propelled grenades (RPG), under-barrel 
grenade launchers (UBGL) and AK-47. “He 
probably entered India via Nepal. More 
details can only be shared once his interro-
gation is over,” the officer privy to the probe 
said as quoted by the Indian Newspaper.

Mattoo, an A++ category militant carry-
ing a reward of more than Rs 11 lakh and 
wanted for his involvement in terror cases, 
was arrested earlier this month. Mattoo is 
named in “11 known terror attack cases”, 
including five grenade attacks and the 
killing of at least five police personnel in 
separate incidents in Jammu and Kashmir, 
said police.

Kashmir Student Dies in 
Punjab

doctors pronounced him dead.
Quoting Inspector Davinderpal Singh, 

SHO at Sadar Khanna police station, 
Agency reported that after having dinner 
on Wednesday night around 9.30 pm, the 
student went to his room, informing his 
roommates about his unwell condition. On 
Thursday, when he did not wake up for 
breakfast, his roommates raised an alarm.

Meanwhile, ASI Harwinder Singh, who 
is investigating the case, said that the 
family members have taken the body of 
the deceased along with them while inform-
ing the police that they do not want any 
investigation in the matter.

India reports 355 New 
Covid-19 infections, active 

case tally now 2,331
hospitalisation and mortality,” the official 

source stated.
India has witnessed three waves of 

COVID-19 in the past with the peak inci-
dence of daily new cases and deaths 
reported during the delta wave in April-
June 2021.

At its peak, 4,14,188 new cases and 
3,915 deaths were reported on May 7, 
2021.

Since the pandemic began in early 2020, 
more than 4.5 crore people have been 
infected and over 5.3 lakh deaths reported 
across the country.

According to the ministry’s website, the 
number of people who have recuperated 
from the disease stands at over 4.4 crore 
with a national recovery rate of 98.81 per 
cent.

According to the website, 220.67 crore 
doses of Covid vaccines have so far been 
administered in the country.

AIKS advocates for 
minority space on 34th 

anniversary of Kashmiri 
Pandits’ exodus

commemorate their martyrs who sacri-
ficed their lives in the service of the nation.

The meeting also called for the constitu-
tion of a Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion to investigate the causes behind the 
genocide of Kashmiri Pandits.

Meanwhile, Kundan Kashmiri, president 
of the Kashmiri Pandit Conference (KPC), 
urged the community to observe Holo-
caust Day as a Black Day, both in camp 
and non-camp settlements, emphasizing 
the ongoing significance of remembrance 
and acknowledgment.

Fog in Punjab leads 
to vehicle pile-up in 

Doraha near Ludhiana; 
20 vehicles damaged

Rajesh Sharma said the accident took 
place near Doraha, about 20 km from here.

None of the passengers suffered major 
injuries in the accident in which many cars 
and a truck were involved, he said.

The DSP said it is difficult to ascertain as 
to which vehicle was involved in the acci-
dent first as many people had driven away 
with their damaged vehicles.

FROM PAGE 1

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: 
HDFC Bank, India’s 
leading private sector 
bank,today announced 
that it will be funding 30 
incubators and acceler-
ators under the Parivar-
tan Startup Grants this 
year. The funded start-
ups, in turn, will finance 
and provide mentor-
ship to over 100 social 
impact startups.

The incubators and 
accelerators will fur-
ther mentor startups 
that will aim to solve 
sectoral challenges of 
national importance and 

thus contribute towards 
achiev ing Uni ted 
Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs). In its seventh 
edition this year, the 
Parivar tan Star tUp 
Grants is being run this 
year in partnership with 
the Atal Innovation Mis-
sion, the Government 
of India’s flagship initia-
tive under NITI Aayog, 
to promote a culture of 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship in the country.
This year the themes 
that Parivartan Startup 
Grants is supporting 
are Climate Innovation, 
Financial Inclusion, 

Agriculture and Sus-
tainable Rural Economy, 
Accessible and Afford-
able Healthcare, Edu-
cation and Livelihood 
Enhancement, and 
Gender Diversity and 
Inclusion.

Smita Bhagat, Group 
Head – Retail Branch 
Banking, HDFC Bank 
said, “HDFC Bank 
aims to bridge the gap 
between startup found-
ers and incubators by 
acting as a funding facil-
itator for government-
approved star tups. 
These grants have been 
running under our CSR 
brand Parivartan, since 

the last seven years, to 
give flight to the dreams 
of aspiring entrepre-
neurs in remote areas 
of the country. This year, 
we are delighted to part-
ner with Atal Innovation 
Mission to support tech-
nology-based startups 
aligned with SDGs, con-
tributing to a sustainable 
and inclusive future for 
India.”

Dr Chintan Vaishnav, 
Mission Director, Atal 
Innovation Mission, 
NITI Aayog said, “The 
collaboration between 
Atal Innovation Mis-
sion and HDFC Bank 
plays a crucial role in 

advancing the innova-
tion ecosystem through 
CSR. These grants are 
essential for incuba-
tors, enabling them to 
cultivate transformative 
ideas that can effec-
tively address issues 
of national importance. 
The Parivartan StartUp 
Grants will empower 
startups to implement 
solutions aimed at 
achieving SDG targets. 
I am confident that this 
partnership will lead the 
charge in propelling the 
global innovation eco-
system forward, foster-
ing positive change on 
a national scale.”

HDFC Bank Parivartan Announces StartUp 
Grantsfor 30 Incubators

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: Sam-
sung, India’s largest 
consumer electronics 
brand, announced ‘The 
Future Fest’ to provide 
consumers exciting 
offers and attractive 
cashbacks on its premi-
um, 55-inch and above 
big-screen televisions 
such as Neo QLED 4K 
and 8K, OLED, QLED, 
and Crystal 4K UHD 
TVs.

‘The Future Fest’ is 
a great opportunity for 
consumers to upgrade 
to the future of cin-
ematic audio-visual 
experience with Dolby 
Atmos, Neural AI Quan-
tum Processor and AI 
Upscaling with envi-
able bundled deals this 
Republic Day.

Effective till January 
31, 2024, customers can 
get assured free gifts 
such as Galaxy S23 
Ultra(12/256 GB vari-
ant) worth INR 124999, 

a 50-inch QLED 4K 
The Serif TV worth 
INR 69990, and Wire-
less Soundbars worth 
upto INR 37990 on the 
purchase of big screen 
televisions.

Consumers buying 
Samsung 98-inch Neo 
QLED 4K and QLED 4K 
TVs will get the flagship 
Galaxy S23 Ultra worth 
INR 124999 free during 
the offer period.

With select 50-inch 
& above Neo QLED, 
OLED, QLED and Crys-
tal 4K UHD TVs, con-
sumers will get a Sam-
sung Q Series Sound-
bar worth INR 37990, 
providing both unpar-
alleled picture quality 
and an immersive audio 
experience.

On purchasing select 
Samsung 85-inch and 
75-inch Neo QLED 
TVs, consumers will 
get Samsung 50-inch 
QLED 4K The Serif TV 
worth 69,990 free. This 
limited time offer lets 

you bring two incredible 
televisions at the price 
of one. On purchase of 
select Samsung 65 & 55 
Inch OLED & QLED 4K 
TVs, consumers will get 
a free Samsung Sound-
bar worth INR 15990.

“Samsung’s Future 
Fest is a celebration 
of innovation and our 
commitment to provid-
ing consumers with 
the latest AI-powered 
advancements in home 
entertainment. 

Our premium TVs offer 
breathtaking picture, 
sound quality, and stun-
ning designs, making 
them the centerpiece of 
users’ homes to give a 
hyper-connected expe-
rience. 

The Future Fest deals 
provide consumers 
with an opportunity to 
upgrade their TVs into 
future-ready products,” 
said Mohandeep Singh, 
Senior Vice President, 
Visual Display Busi-
ness, Samsung India.

Samsung offers upgrade to 
future of cinematic experience 
with AI-powered range of TVs

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: ICICI 
Prudential Life Insur-
ance has launched 
ICICI Pru Guaranteed 
Pension Plan Flexi 
with Benefit Enhancer, 
industry’s first annuity 
plan that provides cus-
tomers with the option to 
receive a 100% refund 
of premiums paid at any 
time starting from the 
date of purchase.

Amit Palta, Chief Dis-
tribution Officer, ICICI 
Prudential Life Insur-
ance, said, “We are 
delighted to introduce 
ICICI Pru Guaranteed 
Pension Plan Flexi with 
Benefit Enhancer, a ver-
satile annuity product 
designed to address the 
uncertainties that indi-
viduals may face when 
planning for their retire-
ment. What sets this 
annuity product apart 
is the flexibility to get a 
100% refund of the pre-
miums paid at any time 

if they are unable to con-
tinue paying premiums.

This product comes 
loaded with features 
which address all 
apprehensions custom-
ers may have around 
retirement planning. 
Customers can choose 
from an array of annuity 
options such as single 
life option, in which the 
income is paid for as 
long as they live, or a 
joint life option, where 
after one passes away, 
the income is paid to the 
spouse, child, parent or 
sibling – known as the 
secondary annuitant.

Notably, the Joint 
life option comes with 
a Waiver of Premium 
option. In this feature, 
in case of the unfor-
tunate demise of the 

customer all future 
premiums are waived 
off and the secondary 
annuitant receives a life-
long guaranteed regular 
income.

Retirement planning is 
a non-negotiable goal 
and unexpected finan-
cial emergencies have 
the potential to disrupt 
this goal. To enable 
customers to tide over 
unexpected financial 
obligations, the product 
provides a loan facility, 
enabling customers to 
remain invested in the 
product and achieve 
the retirement planning 
goal.

Significantly, this prod-
uct is in line with the 
proposed regulations, 
which aim to ensure 

customers receive a fair 
and appropriate surren-
der value, particularly in 
the event of an early exit 
from the policy.

This industry-first fea-
ture is in alignment with 
the regulator’s proposal 

and our belief that insur-
ance products should 
not only nudge custom-
ers towards long-term 
savings but also provide 
an exit route for custom-
ers facing financial con-
straints.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: Social activ-
ist Rajkumar Goyal has said 
that construction of Ram temple 
is a moment of pride for every 
Indian.

There should be no politics on 
this and everyone should par-
ticipate enthusiastically in this 
function.

He said that ever since the 
preparations for the Ram 
Mandir Pran Pratistha ceremo-
ny are going on, some political 
parties are using it to win the 

elections while some political 
parties are opposing it.

This event should not be politi-
cized and should not be allowed 
to become a vote gathering 
event.

Apart from this, opposing 
political parties should also par-
ticipate in the function.

He said that it is important for 
any prosperous nation to keep 
politics and religion separate. 
Religion is a matter of faith. 
People should respect all reli-
gions whereas the main topics 
of politics should be education, 
health, employment, communal 
harmony and development.

He said that at present many 
problems are facing the people 
in the country.

Among them, unemployment 
and inflation are the biggest 
problems. Children are not get-
ting proper education in schools 
and proper treatment in hospi-
tals.

The entire focus of the gov-
ernment should be on providing 
education, health and employ-
ment to the people. Apart from 
this, people who spread hate in 
the name of religion should also 
desist from their actions.

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance launches ICICI Pru 
Guaranteed Pension Plan Flexi with Benefit Enhancer

Ram temple is moment of pride for country, there 
should be no politics on it: Goyal
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Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19:  State 
Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF) 2nd Bn. 
Jammu on Friday cel-
ebrated its 12th Annual 
Raising Day here at Bn. 
Headquarters.

Z a h i d  N a s e e m 
Manhas, SSP, Com-
mandant SDRF 2nd 
Bn. Jammu inspected 
the Bn. Quarter Guard 
and took salute. 

While speaking on the 
occasion, the officer 
congratulated all the 
officers, Jawans of the 
Bn on the occasion of 
12th SDRF Raising Day.

The Commandant 
highlighted the achieve-
ments of SDRF 2nd Bn. 
Jammu during the year-
2023, especially excel-
lent work of  rescuing 98 
trapped persons during 
flash floods in river Ujh, 

Kathua  and a woman 
from Chenab river near 
Khallani on the same 
day. He further men-
tioned the search and 
rescue operation con-
ducted by SDRF teams 
after a portion of Ran-
bireshwar Temple col-
lapsed due to heavy 
downpour. The timely 

action by the SDRF 
teams saved the prop-
erty of the Temple.

Besides, var ious 
rescue operations were 
also conducted during 
road accidents in 
Jammu province. The 
officer also appreciated 
the SDRF personnel 
for their dedication and 

professionalism shown 
during various rescue 
operations and other 
allied duties performed 
by the Jawans from time 
to time.

Dy.SP Daljeet Singh, 
Dy.SP Mohinder Pal 
and ASI Surinder Singh 
of the Battalion were 
decorated with DGP 

Medal-2022-23 by the 
Commandant SDRF 
2nd Bn. Jammu.

 A live demonstration 
on rescue of trapped 
victims from the High 
Rise Buildings and 
Ropeway Bridge during 
the Fire Incident were 
also presented by the 
SDRF personnel. More-
over, an exhibition of 
High Value Equipment/ 
Photo Gallery was also 
displayed.

Among others present 
were Aijaz Ali, SP (S), 
SO (Tgrs.) to Comman-
dant. General, HG/CD & 
SDRF J&K, Gurvinder 
Kour, Dy.SP,  Arvinder 
Kotwal, Dy.SP, Nazir 
Ahmed Dy.SP (S) ADO 
Directorate of HG/CD & 
SDRF J&K and GO’s/
staff of this organiza-
tion were present on the 
occasion.

SDRF 2nd Bn celebrates Annual Raising Day
 SSP hails Jawans for commendable work 

Top News Report

QAZIGUND, Jan 19: 
Continuing their com-
mitment to community 
well-being, the 46th 
Battalion CRPF con-
ducted free medical 
camp this time at 46 
Bn HQ Sadura area of 
Anantnag.

The camp, inau-
gurated by Syamal 
Bhowmik, Comman-
dant (CCD) CRPF 46 
Battalian Sadura, in 
presence of R N Singh 
Deputy Commandant 
46Bn CRPF and other 
officers of the unit.

The camp was aimed 
to provide essential 
medical check-ups and 
distribute medicines 

to the local populace, 
especially the elderly.

The medical team 
comprised of three 
doctors including two 
from PHC Qazigund 
nominated by BMO 
Qazigund and one from 
CRPF. They offered 
free consultations and 
treatments to the vil-
lagers who attended 
the camp

A total of 250 villag-
ers from Sadura and 
adjoining areas ben-
efited from the camp.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Syamal Bhowmik, 
Commandant (CCD) 
CRPF 46 Bn said that 
“CRPF remains com-
mitted to enhancing 
community health and 

looks forward to con-
tinued support from 
local partners in these 
endeavors”.

He added that they 
will continue to conduct 
such Civic Action Pro-
grams for the benefit of 
the local public in future 
also.

 “This camp marks 
the fifth medical camp 
organized by unit from 
last one week at differ-
ent spots like Akhran, 
Mirbazar, Vessu, KP 
Colony Vessu and fol-
lowed at Sadura”, he 
said.

He further added, 
“Around 1250 patients 
were provided free 
medical checkups, 
consultations, and free 
medicines during these 
camps organised by 
the Unit from last one 
week”.

Locals expressed 
their gratitude to the 
CRPF for their efforts 
in extending health-
care services to those 
in need.

46 Bn CRPF organises medical 
camp at Sadura

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19:  A compre-
hensive two-day workshop, 
organized by the Film Club was 
inaugurated on Friday.

The workshop is dedicated to 
the understanding of intricate 
nuances inherent within the 
expansive realm of Cinematic 
Craftsmanship. This immersive 
event was seamlessly woven 
into a broader cultural tapestry, 
unfolding over a ten-day period 
under the resplendent appella-
tion ‘Protsahan.’

Functioning as a commemora-
tive ode, this workshop served 
as a reverent acknowledgment 
of the auspicious anniver-
sary of the venerable Utsaah 
Club, marking the penultimate 
chapter within the rich ten-day 
canvas celebrating the multifac-
eted expressions of Fine Arts.

The proceedings commenced 
with a welcome note by Prof. 
Suman Jamwal, Coordina-
tor, Film Club who also took 
the occasion to felicitate Prof. 
Satnam Kaur, Chairperson of 
Utsaah, and the resource per-
sons of the workshop, notably 
Dharminder Kohli and his illus-
trious team.

Following the felicitations, 
Prof. Jamwal adeptly steered 
the discourse, delineating the 
blueprint of the workshop that 

promised to be a crucible for the 
amalgamation of indispensable 
knowledge and skills germane 
to the cinematic craft. Script-
writing, directing, editing, cin-
ematography, and production 
emerged as the cardinal pillars 
underpinning the edifice of this 
enlightening workshop.

Prof. Jamwal also under-
scored the pivotal role played 
by such clubs in students’ lives, 
emphasizing the prodigious 
impact anticipated from the 
imminent workshop and how it 
aligns with the basic philosophy 
of NEP.

The stage was then graced by 
the eloquence of Prof. Satnam 
Kour, extending her gratitude 
to the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
Umesh Rai, for his sagacious 
vision underpinning Utsaah and 
his catalytic role in fostering the 
club’s endeavors.

Prof. Kour further extended 
her heartfelt thanks to Prof. 
Suman Jamwal, the harbinger 
of the Film Club’s initiatives, 
for orchestrating this cinematic 
odyssey and inspiring partici-
pants to immerse themselves 
in this font of skill enhancement.

As the workshop unfolded, 
the erudite resource persons 
unfurled the esoteric tapestry of 
practical cinematic techniques 
before the eager participants.

Dharminder Kohli, a luminary 

with an illustrious 28-year pedi-
gree in the television domain, 
regaled the assembly with his 
prodigious repertoire, including 
2000 serial episodes, docu-
mentaries, and short films.

His opus “Pegam” had 
received accolades at the 5th 
National Science Film Festival.

Another luminary in the con-
stellation, Pankaj Khajuria, a 
thespian virtuoso and luminary 
in the Dogri film cosmos, show-
cased his directorial prowess 
with the creation of the Dogri 
cinematic gem “Reet,” while his 
thespian finesse graced numer-
ous cinematic canvases.

The multifaceted Rajesh Kha-
juria, a luminary director and 
cinematographer hailing from 
Jammu, shared his cinematic 
odyssey, culminating in the 
global acclaim of his recent 

creation “Ek Anjaan Rishte Ka 
Guilt,” earmarked for a pres-
tigious release on an interna-
tional OTT platform.

The panel was rounded off 
by the erudite Prashant Singh, 
a distinguished editor whose 
nimble fingers have left an 
indelible mark on the regional 
cinematic tapestry, contributing 
significantly to Dogri language 
and culture.

The unveiling of this cinematic 
sojourn was anchored with eru-
dite finesse by Dr. Jasleen Kour.

The other luminaries who 
attended the workshop included  
Dr. Chinmoyee Maharna and 
Dr. Madhulika Singh.

The workshop culminated with 
a sonorous vote of thanks ren-
dered by Shubham Singh Sam-
byal, expressing profound grati-
tude to the resource persons.

JU organizes two days workshop on techniques 
of film making

Top News Report

REASI, Jan 18: District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Vishesh Maha-
jan, on Friday flagged 
off a rally from the DC 
Office Reasi to mark 
the commencement of 
the month-long National 
Road Safety Awareness 
campaign in the district.

Addressing the stu-
dents, DDC Vishesh 
Mahajan emphasized 
the critical importance 
of strict adherence 
to traffic rules for the 
safety of drivers, pas-
sengers and pedestri-
ans. He urged the public 
to prioritize safe driving 
practices, including the 
use of helmets, seat 
belts, and adherence to 
speed limits. The rally, 
which traversed through 
markets of Reasi, prom-
inently displaying Road 
Safety related messag-
es to raise awareness 
among the community.

Highl ight ing the 
aggressive one month 
awareness campaign, 

he stressed on laying 
focus on educating all 
stakeholders about 
the necessary precau-
tionary measures. He 
underscored the alarm-
ing number of lives lost 
and permanent disabili-
ties resulting from road 
accidents each year, 
emphasizing the need 
for  collective efforts to 
curb such incidents.

To address road 
safety concerns specif-
ic to Reasi, the district 
administration is active-
ly identifying vulnerable 
and black spots, moni-
toring overloading on 
all routes and inform-
ing the public about 
potential blind curves. 

Immediate measures 
will be implemented in 
these areas to prevent 
accidents and enhance 
road safety.

The rally concluded 
successfully at the 
Bus Stand in Reasi, 
where ARTO Tare Mani 
and Inspector MVD 
expressed gratitude 
to all participants and 
departments for their 
support in organizing 
the event.

ACD Anirudh Rai, 
Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer Harbans Singh and 
other concerned offi-
cers and officials were 
present on the occa-
sion.

DC flags off awareness Rally on 
National Road Safety in Reasi

Top News Report

RAJOURI, Jan 19: 
The Viksit Bharat Sank-
alp Yatra (VBSY) has 
emerged as a driving 
force in the implemen-
tation of various govern-
ment schemes and ush-
ering in comprehensive 
development in Rajouri 
district. The ambitious 
initiative is strategically 
crafted to transform 
Rajouri by extending its 
reach to underserved 
areas and ensuring the 
effective execution of 
government programs, 
ultimately enhancing 
the quality of life for its 
residents.

Central to this endeav-
or is an Information, 

Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) van, 
a dynamic mobile plat-
form designed to effec-
tively communicate 
and create awareness 
about the diverse ini-
tiatives undertaken as 
part of the Yatra. The 
van plays a pivotal role 
in engaging with local 
communities, imparting 
crucial knowledge, and 
empowering residents 
to avail themselves of 
the benefits offered by 
government schemes.

The VBSY has record-
ed notable success in 
the implementation of 
various government 
schemes in Rajouri Dis-
trict. These schemes, 
crafted to elevate living 
standards and provide 

essential services, have 
been executed with 
exceptional efficiency 
on the ground. Conse-
quently, the commu-
nity has experienced 
tangible improvements 
and witnessed positive 
changes in their daily 
lives.

Today, the VBSY 
IEC vans traversed 
through the panchayats 
of Hathal-B, Patrara, 
Swani, Atti, Chawa, 
Gurdhan Balla, Fateh-
pur Danna and Fatehpur 
Gurrian of block Siot, 
Rajouri as well as Sun-
derbani. This strategic 
journey highlights the 
Yatra’s commitment to 
reaching every corner of 
the district and ensuring 
that the benefits of gov-

ernment initiatives are 
felt at the grassroots 
level.

The impact of the 
Yatra is evident in 
enhanced access to 
healthcare, education, 
and basic amenities, 
contributing to the over-
all progress of Rajouri 
District. Meticulously 
planned and executed, 
this initiative aligns with 
the core objective of 
holistic development, 
leaving a lasting and 
positive impact on the 
community.

The VBSY symbolizes 
progress and collabo-
ration, embodying the 
spirit of Viksit Bharat 
Sankalp. By bringing 
government schemes 
to the grassroots level 
and ensuring compre-
hensive coverage, it 
has created a platform 
for empowerment and 
upliftment. This trans-
formative journey in 
Rajouri District stands 
as an exemplary model 
of effective governance, 
community engage-
ment, and collective 
determination to build a 
better and prosperous 
India.

Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra: IEC Van reach 
panchayats of Siot, Rajouri &  Sunderbani blocks

Top News Report

JAMMU, Jan 19: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya, in presence of Transport 
Commissioner, J&K, Rajinder 
Singh Tara, on Friday flagged-off 
an awareness rally from Govern-
ment Boys Higher Secondary 
School, Gandhinagar as part of 
ongoing  National Road Safety 
Month 2024. 

Speaking at the event, the DC 
underscored the crucial need for 
strict adherence to traffic rules. 
He urged the public to prioritize 

safe driving and emphasized on 
precautionary measures such as 
wearing helmets, seat belts, and 
adhering to speed limits for the 
safety of all road users. The DC 
also stressed on educating driv-
ers and pedestrians about nec-
essary precautions. Recognizing 
the alarming rate of road traffic 
accidents and associated fatali-
ties in the country, he stressed the 
importance of collective efforts to 
minimize such incidents.

Besides, the Deputy Commis-
sioner administered the Road 
safety Pledge among the stu-

dents, teachers and Motor Vehi-
cles department officials.

During the event, Transport 
Commissioner, J&K, Rajinder 
Singh Tara specifically urged the 
youth to avoid rash driving, under-
scoring the need for responsible 
behaviour on the roads. He further 
asked the students to promote a 
culture of compliance with traffic 
regulations and foster safer driv-
ing habits, especially among the 
younger generation.

The rally that has about 250 
students traversed through the 
Apsara road, Gandhi Nagar fea-
turing displays of Road Safety 
messages to enhance awareness 
among the general public, finally 
culminated at Green belt, Gandhi-
nagar where the participants were 
given refreshment.

Earlier, Regional Transport Offi-
cer, Jammu Pankaj Bhagotra, for-
mally welcomed the guests.

Among others, Chief Educa-
tion Officer, Jammu J.K Padha, 
Assistant Regional Transport 
Officer (HQ) Rehana Tabbasam, 
JKAS, Assistant Regional Trans-
port Officer, Board of Inspection 
(Goods), Esha Chib, Assistant 
Regional Transport Officer, Board 
Of Inspection (P), Kuldeep Singh, 
Assistant Regional Transport Offi-
cer, Flying squad, Neeraj Sharma 
MVIs, Lecturers and large number 
of students were present on the 
occasion.

DC flags off Road Safety Awareness rally; 
urges public to prioritize safe driving
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Athletes priority for IOA 
in Paris

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): India cricketer Ravi-
chandran Ashwin received an 
invitation to attend the Ram 
Mandir Pran Pratishtha cer-
emony, scheduled for January 
22 in Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh. R 
Ashwin was invited to the much-
anticipated temple consecration 
at his residence in Chennai on 
Friday, January 19.

Tamil Nadu’s BJP State 
Secretary Dr. SG Suryah and 
vice-president Venkatraman C 
handed over the invitation to 
R Ashwin. A photo of Ashwin 
receiving the invitation has 
been widely shared on social 
media. The Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust has 
been handling the job of send-
ing invites to over 6000 people 
in the country for the ceremony. 
Several popular figures, includ-
ing cricketers and actors, have 
been invited to attend the cer-
emony in Ayodhya on Monday.

Notably, World Cup-winning 
former India captain MS Dhoni 
received an invite for the Pran 
Pratishtha ceremony earlier 

in the month. Virat Kohli and 
Anushka Sharma were also 
invited while Batting great 
Sachin Tendulkar received an 
invitation at his residence.

Dhoni, who has been training 
in Ranchi to gear up for Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2024, was 
invited by Dhananjay Singh, co-
province secretary of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
and Jharkhand state Organiza-
tion General Secretary of BJP, 
Karmaveer Singh earlier in the 
week.

On Friday, the Ram Lalla idol 
was installed inside the sanctum 
as part of the rituals in the run-up 
to the consecration ceremony 
of the Ram temple on Monday. 
The 51-inch idol, sculpted by 
Mysuru-based sculptor Arun 
Yogiraj, arrived at the temple 
on Thursday.

It remains to be seen if India 
cricketers, especially those in 
the Test squad, will attend the 
Ram temple Pran Pratishtha 
on Monday. India’s Test regu-
lars are expected to assemble 

in Hyderabad by January 20 
to begin preparation for the 
upcoming 5-Test series against 
England, starting January 25.

Head coach Rahul Dravid, 
who spoke to the broadcasters 
after the recent T20I series win 
against Afghanistan, confirmed 
that India’s pre-series camp will 
get underway on January 20 in 
Hyderabad, the venue of the 
first Test.

“Really looking forward it, it’s 
going to be an interesting series. 
England is a good side, they 
have been playing some very 
good cricket off late. 5 matches 
is a lot of cricket over the next 
couple of months. It’s been a 
long time since any of us have 
played a 5-match Test series. 
It’s going to take a lot out of us,” 
Rahul Dravid said in a chat for 
JioCinema.

India are set to play a 5-Test 
series after a period of over 5 
years as they welcome a spir-
ited England side, led by Ben 
Stokes. The visiting team pre-
pared for the series by setting 
up a camp in the UAE.

After MS Dhoni and Virat Kohli, R Ashwin gets invite 
for Ram temple ‘Pran Pratishtha’ ceremony

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 
(Agencies): With the 
buzz around the build 
up for the 2024 Paris 
Olympic Games, the 
Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation is trying to learn 
from past experiences 
and prioritise athlete 
comfort to ensure that 
they are at their peak for 
the event. From getting 
accommodation closer 
to the venues to actively 
engaging the athletes 
with experts in mental 
wellness and sleep ther-
apy, the Indian body is 
taking necessary steps 
to provide athletes an 
“optimal condition” to 
compete at the highest 

level.
“Unlike the Tokyo 

2020 Olympics (held 
in 2021), where Indian 
golfers faced the unique 
challenge of daily travel 
exceeding one hour to 
reach the golf venue, the 
IOA has taken decisive 
action for Paris 2024. 
The Indian golf team 
will be accommodated 
in a hotel in close prox-
imity to the golf venue, 
alleviating the stress of 
daily travel and allowing 
athletes to focus entirely 
on their game. Under-
standing the impor-
tance of sports science 
in modern-day athlet-
ics, the IOA is actively 

engaging with experts 
in mental wellness and 
sleep therapy to provide 
comprehensive support 
to the Indian team,” the 
IOA said in a statement.

The IOA is also in 
discussion with the 
organising commit-
tee to implement high-
performance interven-
tions at the Olympic 
Village which includes 
strategic placement of 
additional rehabilitation 
equipment, catering 
specifically to the needs 
of Team India athletes, 
inclusion of traditional 
Indian meals in the 
menu and more. “Our 
commitment is not just to 
participate, but to excel. 
We have learned from 
past experiences, and 
this time, we are leav-
ing no stone unturned to 
ensure our athletes are 
comfortable, supported, 
and ready to make the 
nation proud,” Dr PT 
Usha, IOA President, 
said.

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 (Agen-
cies): The most successful team 
in the Under-19 World Cup his-
tory, defending champions India 
will embark on a quest to add 
another trophy to their collec-
tion when a fresh bunch led by 
Uday Saharan takes on Ban-
gladesh in their tournament-
opener in Bloemfontein on Sat-
urday. Placed in Group A, the 
five-time winners will begin their 
campaign against the Asian 
rivals here at the Manguang 
Oval before they head into the 
other group fixtures against Ire-
land and the USA. Having won 
their first trophy in 2002 under 
Mohammad Kaif, Indian teams 
have have since gone on to win 
the U-19 World Cup in 2008, 
2012, 2018 and 2022.

The event, which was moved 
from Sri Lanka to South Africa 
in a late adjustment by the ICC, 
features four groups of as many 
teams each.

The top three teams in each 
group will qualify for the Super 
Sixes, followed by the semifi-
nals on February 6 and 8 with 
the final to be played at Benoni 
on February 11.

With prodigious talent in 
Maharashtra all-rounder Arshin 
Kulkarni, wicketkeeper-batter 
Aravelly Avanish, left-arm spin-

ner and vice-captain Saumy 
Kumar Pandey and Saharan, 
India will feel they have ade-
quate arsenal to go the dis-
tance.

Among these players, Kulkar-
ni (Lucknow Supergiants) and 
Avinash (Chennai Super Kings) 
have already landed IPL deals 
and will be keen to make their 
mark on the biggest stage 
before they graduate to top-
flight cricket.

Saharan, who hails from 
Rajasthan but has led Punjab 
across age groups, has scored 
in excess of fifty in his last three 
innings which also includes a 
century against South Africa.

Last November, the right-
handed batter who shifted 
base from Rajasthan to Punjab, 
cracked 297 runs in just four 
matches of the U-19 Challenger 
Trophy at 99 with four fifties.

Not far behind him was Mum-
bai’s Musheer Khan, another 
promising talent in this Indian 
side who raked up 268 runs at 
89.33 with one century and two 
fifties in the domestic tourna-
ment.

Among bowlers, each of 
Aaradhya Shukla, Pandey and 
Kulkarni were among the top 
wicket-takers in the U-19 Chal-
lenger Trophy before the Indian 
team made its way to South 

Africa.
The team’s form also favours 

India with this bunch winning 
each of their four matches in the 
U-19 tri-nation series in South 
Africa. The final against the 
hosts was washed out.

But India will also guard 
against complacency against 
Bangladesh having lost the 
U-19 Asia Cup semifinal in a 
largely one-sided contest in 
December. The team defeated 
Australia in its final warm-up 
game.

Squads: India: Arshin Kulkar-
ni, Adarsh Singh, Rudra Mayur 
Patel, Sachin Dhas, Priyanshu 
Moliya, Musheer Khan, Uday 
Saharan (C), Aravelly Avanish 
Rao (wk), Saumy Kumar Pandey 
(vc), Murugan Abhishek, Innesh 
Mahajan (wk), Dhanush Gowda, 
Aaradhya Shukla, Raj Limbani, 
Naman Tiwari.

Bangladesh: Mahfuzur 
Rahman Rabby (C), Ashiqur 
Rahman Shibli (wk), Jishan 
Alam, Ariful Islam, Moham-
mad Shihab James, Ahrar 
Amin (vc), Shiekh Parvez 
Jibon, Wasi Siddiquee, Maruf 
Mridha, Chowdhury Md Rizwan, 
Adil Bin Siddik, Mohammad 
Ashrafuzzaman,Md Rafi Uzza-
man Rafi, Rohanat Doullah 
Borson, Iqbal Hossain Emon.

India Look For Winning Start In U-19 World 
Cup Opener vs Bangladesh

ADELAIDE, Jan 19 
(Agencies): Following 
Australia’s whopping 
10-wicket victory over 
West Indies in the first 
Test match in Adelaide 
on Friday, speed-
ster Josh Hazlewood 
showered praise on 
the Caribbean pacer 
Shamar Joseph and 
said that he had an 
impressive debut. While 
speaking after the first 
Test match, Hazlewood 
joked after the game 
ended on the third day 
and said “Nice to have 
the weekend off”. When 
asked about Joseph’s 
performance, he added 
that it was nice for the 
Caribbean pacer to dis-
miss Steve Smith on his 
first ball.

Talking about the 
second Test match in 
Brisbane, he added that 
the new ball will play a 
“big part” in the game.

“Nice to have the 
weekend off. It was nice 
to bowl on a wicket like 
that. (On whether he’s 
ever bowled any better) 
Probably not, I felt I 
bowled well in the first 

part of the summer with-
out much reward. I think 
the wickets throughout 
have been really good. 
(On Shamar Joseph) 
Amazing debut, very 
impressive and to start 
off by getting Smithy 
first ball is just great. 
(On next time) Last time 
in Brisbane, going to be 
a bit weird. The new ball 
will play a big part in that 
game as well, so I’m 
excited for that game,” 
Hazlewood said.

Recapping the match, 
Josh Hazlewood’s 
career-best haul of 
9-79 in red-ball cricket 
guided the Aussies to a 
thumping 10-wicket vic-
tory in the first Test over 
the Caribbean Team at 

Adelaide.
The Caribbean side 

resumed the third day 
with a score of 73/6 trail-
ing by 22 runs. Mitchell 
Starc and Josh Hazle-
wood in the first six 
overs combined to bag 
three wickets.

Shamar Joseph came 
at the end and showed 
his skills with the bat by 
finding the boundary 
line thrice with compo-
sure. He looked poised 
to play a couple of more 
shots, but Nathan Lyon’s 
spin got the better of 
the 24-year-old. West 
Indies managed to put 
up 120 on the board 
leaving the hosts a 
paltry target of 26.

“Very Impressive”: Josh 
Hazlewood Praises West Indies’ 
Debutant Shamar Joseph

MELBOURNE, Jan 19 
(Agencies): 16-year-old 
Mirra Andreeva pro-
duced the mother of all 
comebacks on Friday in 
Melbourne as she ral-
lied back from 1-5 down 
in the deciding set of her 
women’s singles match 
to down Dianne Parry 
at Australian Open 
2024. With the victory, 
Mirra became only the 
fourth player in the last 
30 years to reach the 
women’s singles fourth 
round before turning 17 
at both Wimbledon and 
the Australian Open 
after Martina Hingis, 
Tatiana Golovin, and 
Coco Gauff, according 
to Opta Ace.

Mirra Andreeva, the 
Russian prodigy faced 
a daunting 1-5 deficit in 
the deciding set against 
French player Diane 
Parry. With her back 
against the wall and 
facing a match point, 
Andreeva’s resilience 
shone through as she 
clawed her way back 
into the match with an 
extraordinary display 
of skill and mental for-

titude.
She reeled off con-

secutive games, show-
casing a series of 
backhand winners and 
forcing errors from her 
opponent to eventually 
triumph in a nail-biting 
match tiebreaker, seal-
ing the victory with a 
scoreline of 1-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(10-5). This remarkable 
turnaround not only pro-
pelled her into the fourth 
round but also solidified 
her reputation as one of 
the tour’s most exciting 
young talents.

Andreeva was hard 
on herself when things 
were not going her way 
as used it to fuel her 
incredible comeback on 
Friday.

TSITSIPAS SETS UP 
FRITZ CLASH

Earlier in the tourna-
ment, Andreeva had 
already made waves by 
securing her first top-10 
win over sixth seed Ons 
Jabeur. Displaying a 
level of play beyond her 
years, she dominated 
the match, dispatching 
Jabeur in straight sets 
with a score of 6-0, 6-2.

Meanwhile, Greek 
tennis sensation Stefa-
nos Tsitsipas continued 
his impressive run at the 
Australian Open 2024 
with a commanding 
third-round win. The No. 
7 seed effortlessly dis-
patched his opponent, 
World No. 79, Luca Van 
Assche in straight sets, 

6-3, 6-0, 6-4, show-
casing his exceptional 
talent and reinforcing his 
status as one of the top 
contenders for the title.

Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
who reached the final of 
the Australian Open last 
year, will take on 12th 
seed Taylor Fritz in the 
fourth round. Fritz came 
up with a hard-working 
win over unseeded Fabi-
uan Marozsan 3-6, 6-4, 
6-2, 6-2 to continue his 
impressive run in Mel-
bourne.

“I had a great start to 
the match. I am happy 
with today’s perfor-
mance. Things worked 
out for me pretty nicely at 
moments that I needed it 
the most,” Tsitsipas said.

Unlike Thursday, top 
seeds got the job done 
at the Australian Open 
on Friday as Aryna 
Sabalenka, the defend-
ing champion, double 
beagled her opponent, 
Lesia Tsurenko, to reach 
the fourth round. Coco 
Gauff also secured a 
straightforward win to 
reach the second week.

Australian Open 2024: 16-year-old Mirra 
Andreeva into 4th round after sensational 
comeback, Tsitsipas rolls on

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 
(Agencies): England 
spinner Rehan Ahmed 
said that he under-
stood the challenges 
of playing Test cricket 
on Indian soil. Start-
ing Thursday, January 
25 at the Rajiv Gandhi 
International Stadium 
in Hyderabad, England 
and India are set to lock 
horns in a five-match 
series.

Back in December 
2022, Rehan made 
his Test debut against 
Pakistan at the National 
Stadium in Karachi. He 
picked up seven wickets 
in that game, including 
a five-wicket haul, but 
hasn’t played a Test 
match since then.

After missing all the 
Tests that England 
played in 2023, Rehan 
made his return to the 
national team. He is 
one of the four spinners 
for the visiting team on 

the tour of India, along 
with Shoaib Bashir, Tom 
Hartley and Jack Leach.

“I’ve accepted it’s 
going to be hard. I’ll try 
my best. That’s all I can 
control. I’m just look-
ing forward to playing 
Test cricket again. The 
least I could do is make 
sure I’m fully ready for 
whatever I can be for 
England,” Rehan was 
quoted as saying to The 
Telegraph.

“There’s a lot of time 
for IPL and stuff if I get 
the chance again, and if 
I don’t get the chance to 
do it, I’m fine with that as 
well. I spoke to a couple 
of people - if you want 
a long career, you don’t 
want to burn out too 
soon. Just being ready 
for England is my main 
priority,” he stated.

Rehan Ahmed inspired 
by Shane Warne’s flip-
pers

The 19-year-old 

Rehan also said that he 
would look to bowl flip-
pers after taking inspira-
tion from the legendary 
Shane Warne.

“I don’t like focusing 
on new things while in 
competition - I keep it as 
simple as I can. But I’m 
sure when I have two or 
three weeks off I can put 
my head down and work 
on something special. I 
think the flipper’s a nice 
ball to have, especially 
in T20 cricket - even 
Test cricket, the way it’s 
going right now. Flip-

per’s a nice ball to have, 
seeing Warney the way 
he used to bowl it as 
well, the way he used to 
set batsmen up,” Rehan 
added.

Rehan has 24 wickets 
in first-class cricket from 
13 matches at an econo-
my rate of 3.73 with two 
five-wicket hauls to his 
name. 

Apart from bowling 
leg-breaks, Rehan is 
also handy with the 
bat, having scored one 
century and four half-
centuries.

IND vs ENG: Rehan Ahmed ready for 
challenge in India Test series, says 
‘have accepted it’s going to be hard’

Rehan Ahmed said that he is ready to return to Test cricket when England lock 
horns with India in the five-match Test series from Thursday, January 25.
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: 

A delegation of All 
Jammu and Kashmir 
NHM Employees Asso-
ciation (JKNHMEA) met 
newly appointed Mis-
sion Director National 
Health Mission (NHM) in 
Jammu Nazim Zai Khan 
on Friday.

The delegation dis-
cussed long pending 
issues confronting the 
employees.

The delegation includ-
ed Dr. Raman, Secre-
tary of the All India NHM 
Employees Association; 
Dr. Nazir Hussain, MO, 
District President of 
NHM Employees Kisht-
war; Rohit Seth, Vice 
President of the All India 
NHM Employees Asso-
ciation; Dheeraj Singh, 
District President of 
Kathua; Surinder Kha-
juria, District President 
of Jammu; Mohd Amir 
Itto, District President 
of Ramban; Rajesh 
Parkash, District Presi-
dent of Samba; Pard-
eep Singh, Vice Presi-
dent of Ramban; Imti-
yaz Ahmed, Vice Block 
President of Banihal; 
Nasir Ahmed, Block 
President of Banihal; 
Mohd Azam of Reasi; 
Reetesh Singh, Dis-
trict Vice President 
of Samba; and Vijay 
Kumar, Block President 
of Bishnah.

The delegates wel-

comed the director 
in his new role and 
expressed hope for 
positive engagement 
on the pressing issues 
faced by NHM employ-
ees, a release said.

“Timely disbursement 
of salaries, wage parity 
and regularization, clas-
sification of ‘Hard to 
Reach’ areas for addi-
tional incentives and 
improved leave benefits 
were among the key 
issues that were raised,” 
said Dr. Raman. He 
added, “We are hopeful 
that under new direc-
tor, these long pending 
concerns will finally be 
addressed.”

The release said that 
Dr. Nazir Hussain, MO 
echoed the delegation’s 
optimism, saying, “We 
see the new Mission 
Director’s proactive 
approach as a positive 
sign. We are confident 
that his leadership will 
translate into concrete 
improvements for NHM 
employees in Jammu 
and Kashmir.”

The  de lega t ion 
emphasized the crucial 
role of NHM employ-
ees in healthcare deliv-
ery and urged for their 
regularization as regular 
government employees 
with salaries equivalent 
to their counterparts 
in other departments. 
They highlighted the 
significant disparity in 
wages between NHM 

staff in Jammu and 
Kashmir compared to 
other states like Delhi 
and Haryana and called 
for equal pay for equal 
work, timely disbursal of 
Salaries, leave benefits 
on par with other states 
and clarification on the 
Employee Provident 
Fund (EPF) deductions 
from their salaries with 
no clear communica-
tion of account details 
or deposit confirmation, 
transfer Policy and pro-
vision of Allowances, 
Sunday and Holiday 
Duty etc.

The  de lega t ion 
expressed their anxi-
ety about the long-term 
uncertainty surround-
ing their job security 
and future prospects, 
release said adding 
that the current hard-
to-reach area incentive 
scheme for Primary 
Health Centers (PHCs), 
Health and Wellness 
Centers, and Sub Cen-
ters be made applicable 
to NHM employees.

They further empha-
sized the plight of 
MLHPs (Mid-Level 
Health Providers) and 
CHOs (Community 
Health Officers) working 
in health and wellness 
centers.

The  de lega t ion 
expressed hope that 
the department will bring 
about positive changes 
for NHM employees in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
release further added.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: Social 

activist Dr. Preeti Bhagat 
has expressed concern 
over the Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) 
and has raised demands 
from the government to 
improve the education 
system in the country.

She said that at this time 
in the country, instead of 
Amrit Kaal, there is the 
greatest need for Shik-
sha Kaal.

She said that this report 
has made a shocking rev-
elation. According to the 
report, 56.7 percent of 
students aged 14 to 18 

years in rural India cannot 
solve third grade math-
ematics. 26.5 percent 
of students in this age 
group still cannot read 
second grade level text 
fluently in their regional 
language. 25 percent of 
youth in the age group 
of 17 to 18 years have 
stopped education due 
to ‘lack of interest’. The 
report also says that 
more than half of the chil-
dren are not able to solve 
3-digit quotient problems 
properly. Only 43.3 per-
cent children of this age 
group are able to solve 
such problems correctly. 
These questions are usu-
ally for children of third 
and fourth class. She said 
that if 14-18 year old chil-
dren cannot read even a 
second class book flu-
ently and cannot do third 
or fourth class arithmetic 
problems, then it is not 
very difficult to estimate 
the status of education.

She said that the gov-
ernment should take this 
report seriously and take 
serious steps to improve 
the level of education.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: Apni 

Party leaders today 
called on Jammu Devel-
opment Authority (JDA) 
Vice Chairman, Bha-
wani Rakwal and dis-
cussed various issues.

As per a press release, 
the Apni Party lead-

ers led by State Gen-
eral Secretary, Youth 
Wing, and Spokesper-
son, Abhaya Bakaya, 
and Provincial Vice 
President, Youth Wing, 
Joginder Singh.

During their meeting 
with the JDA Vice Chair-
man, Abhay informed 

him about the problems 
of shop owners at Bahu 
Plaza and other related 
issues of JDA colonies 
that affect the people.

After hearing them 
patiently, the Bhawani 
Rakwal assured that 
he would look into 
the issues and  would 
resolve them. 

Apni Party leaders call on JDA 
VC Bhawani Rakwal

ASER report alarming 
situation for country 
education system: Dr. 
Preeti Bhagat

JKNHMEA delegation calls on 
NHM Mission Director , demand 
resolution of problems

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: The 

Bhadrakashi Darshan 
Calendar 2024 (Third 
edition) was released at 
Bhadarwah and Jammu 
simultaneously on 
Thursday.

According to a press 
note, in Bhadarwah, 
the calendar was 
released by CEO Bha-
darwah Development 
Authority(BDA) Bal Kris-
han in presence of Dil 
Mir Choudhary (ADC) 
Additional District Bha-
darwah, Sameer (2IC 
4th Battalion based at 
Bhadarwah), Ramneek 
Singh Manhas (Found-
er Bhadrakashi FPO), 
Ravi Thakur(Chairman 
ABTA) Chandrabhaga, 
founder of social active 
stand in coordina-
tion with Rajat Kotwal 
(Social activist and 

Founder Chandrabhaga 
Helping Hands).

At Jammu, the same 
calendar was released 
by Swami Vishwana-
than (Senior Parcharak 
Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh) accompa-
nied by Abhay Pargal 
Gupta( National Joint 
Secretary Saksham), 
Satish Singh Manhas 
(J&K columnist multiple 
leading newspapers of 
J&K and promotor of 
culture and language 
and IBS team, press 
note said.

It further added that the 
calendar was designed 
by a US based IT engi-
neer Virender Thakur 
founder of International 
Bhadarwah Society 
(IBS) along with his 
digital crew, Engineer 
Sanjeet Rakwal (Sr. 
Advisor), Administra-
tors including Mohit 

Kumar, Harshita Thakur, 
Seema Sharma, Arun 
Thakur(IT) and Ashish 
Kumar(engineer).

A b h a y  P a r g a l 
(National Joint Secre-
tary Saksham) on this 
occasion said that the 
Bhadrakashi Darshan 
Calendar 2024 (Third 
edition) would highlight 
culture of Bhadarwah, 
tradition and language.

“The Rajma of Bhadar-
wah and literature will 
look up to it. This calen-
dar is not only promoting 
the culture but also the 
tourism of Bhadarwah,” 
Pargal said and added, 
“Because the job of 
tourism is to promote 
culture and traditions,  
through this calendar, 
we will bring the Nag 
culture, tradition and 
language of Bhadarwah 
to national and interna-
tional level”.

Top News Report
VIJAYPUR, Jan 19: Five 

days course on “Official 
working/Basic Computer” 
commenced at Police Tech-
nical Training Institute (PTTI) 
Vijaypur in which 33 Police 
personnel including NGOs 
of Police Headquarters are 
participating.

Dushyant Sharma, SSP, 
Principal, PTTI Vijaypur 
inaugurated the course, 

who while briefing the train-
ees told that in pursuance to 
the directions received from 
Police Headquarters, this 
five days Basic Computer 
course has been designed 
with a motive to  familiarize 
police personnel with official 
working and to refresh them 
with basic knowledge of 
computers in order to sharp-
en their skills and increase 
working capabilities.

Besides this, Principal 

also inaugurated six weeks 
“Disaster Management 
Course” in which police per-
sonnel of various units of 
Police Department are par-
ticipating. 

While briefing the trainees, 
Principal told that earlier the 
duration of this course was 
of 05 weeks which from the 
instant course has been 
increased by one more week 
by Police Headquarters on 
the request put forth by this 

Institution with a motive to 
enhance the capabilities of 
trainees by exploring them 
to make use of latest gadgets 
and machinery. 

He laid stress on the 
emerging challenges and 
emphasized to adopt pro-
fessionalism and innovative 
methods in rescue opera-
tions during natural calami-
ties, accidents and other 
untoward incidents.

Among others Zia-Ul-Haq 
Dy.SP (Outdoor), Khush-
want Singh, Dy.SP (Admn.), 
Surinder paul, Dy.SP 
(Indoor/Tech.), Asif Iqbal, 
Sr.PO,  Inspr. Surinder Singh 
(CDI), Inspr. Vivek Kalsotra, 
Inspr. Ram Lal (CLI), Inspr. 
Bhopinder Singh, Inspr. 
Kanwal Raina, Inspr. Himan-
shu Dutta (CTI), SI Veer Ji 
Bazaz, SI Susheel Sharma 
and others were present on 
these occasions. 

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: Haq 

Insaaf Council com-
memorated its 10th 
Foundation Day at 
Press Club here, with a 
resounding commitment 
to advancing the cause 
of Right and Justice in 
the Union Territory of 
Jammu Kashmir.

The event brought 
together eminent per-
sonalities, including 
Chief Guest Mohd Aijaz 
Asad, Administrative 
Secretary, and distin-
guished speakers such 
as Veteran Journalist 
Pardeep Dutta, Advo-
cate Parvez Nazir (High 
Court Srinagar), Prof 
Shujaat Khan, Tahir 
Mustafa Malik, Advo-
cate Dinesh Sharma, 
and Advocate Adil Bhat 

and others.
The program com-

menced with a two-
minute silence in 
remembrance of victims 
caught in the cycle of 
violence, including secu-
rity forces personnel and 
Kashmiris who endured 
exodus.

Mohd Aijaz Asad 
acknowledged and 

appreciated the relent-
less efforts of Haq Insaaf 
Council over the past 
decade.

He congratulated the 
organization on its suc-
cessful journey and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of National Inte-
gration, Communal Har-
mony, and Coexistence 
in the Union Territory.

Each speaker delved 
into the critical topics 
of National Integration, 
Communal Harmo-
ny, and Coexistence, 
emphasizing the need 
for fostering unity and 
understanding in the 
diverse cultural land-
scape of Jammu Kash-
mir.

Advoca te  Syed 
Zeshan, Chairman of 
Haq Insaaf Council, 
passionately pledged to 
channelize the energy 
of the youth, urging 
them to join the move-
ment for Right and Jus-
tice. Choudhary Owais 
adeptly managed the 
proceedings as the 
stage secretary, ensur-
ing the smooth flow of 
the event.

The program conclud-

ed with Mohd Mashooq 
and Tahir Mustafa Malik 
delivering a heartfelt 
vote of thanks. As a 
symbolic step towards 
embracing the digi-
tal era, the dignitaries 
launched the official 
website of Haq Insaaf 
Council: www.haqinsaa-
fcouncil.in.

Delegates from across 
Jammu Kashmir, includ-
ing Aamir Malik, Aamir 
Mir, Sohail Ahmed Bhat, 
Naseeb Ahmed, Zahid 
Ahmed Lone, Javed 
Aziz, Shahid Gul, Zahid 
Ahmed Rather, Ishrat 
Ayoub, Touseef Ahmed, 
Shifait Shah, Bashrat 
Hussain, Sawal, Kamran 
Ali, Advocate Zaheer 
Khan, and others, 
enriched the event with 
their presence.

Top News Report
KULGAM, Jan 19: Ahead of the Republic 

Day celebrations, security has been beefed 
up across South Kashmir’s Kulgam district, 

officials said on Friday.
Checkpoints have been erected in many 

places in Kulgam and frisking has been 
intensified. Security personnel are seen at 
many places stopping and checking the 
vehicles.

Kulgam police intensified search ahead 
of Republic Day on the direction of SSP 
Kulgam, Sahil Sarangal from last few days, 
the process of searches have been going on 
various places including Mirbazar.

The Republic day functions will be held in 
district headquarter of Kulgam on Jan 26.

Bhadrakashi Darshan 
Calendar 2024 released

Security beefed in Kulgam 
ahead of Republic Day

Principal PTTI Vijaypur inaugurates training courses

Haq Insaaf Council commemorates 10th Foundation Day

Top News Report
JAMMU, Jan 19: Shiv 

Sena (UBT) Jammu and 
Kashmir unit today sang in 
the praises of Ramnaam 
along with the local people 
at the Shiv Mandir in Lower 
Roop Nagar.

Along with this, State 
Chief Manish has demand-
ed from the Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and 
Kashmir to issue instruc-
tions for one day public hol-
iday and complete closure 

of meat and liquor shops 
on January 22 on the con-
secration ceremony of Shri 
Ram Lalla in Ayodhya.

Party state chief Manish 
Sahni said that the cen-
tral government has 
announced only half-day 
leave for its employees.

He said that this auspi-
cious opportunity has come 
after waiting for hundreds 
of years. Devotees of Lord 
Shri Ram want to remain 
in Rammay the whole day.

Shiv Saniks seek to declare 
public holiday on Jan 22


