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Money doubling scam: Cyber
Police file FIR, conduct raids

Earthquake

of mag.nitude ( Ar\\lgiwci?ag-'Hll\}l Dec 20 at five locations
3'.4 strikes of Parliame.nt of INDIA SRINAGAR’ Dec

Kishtwar bloc parties, including 20 (Agencies): Cyber

KISHTWAR, Dec 20
(Agencies): An earth-
quake of magnitude
3.4 hit Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kishtwar on
Wednesday.

According to the
National Center for
Seismology (NSC), the
earthquake occurred at
11:57 am on Wednes-
day.

In a post on X, NCS
informed, “Earthquake
of Magnitude:3.4,
Occurred on 20-12-
2023, 11:57:16 IST,
Lat: 33.28 & Long:
76.70, Depth: 5 Km
,Location: Kishtwar,
Jammu & Kashmir.”

Two J&K
cricketers
find buyers
in IPL 2024
auction

SRINAGAR, Dec 20
(Agencies): Two crick-
eters from Jammu and
Kashmir are set to play
in 2024 edition of cash-
rich Indian Premier
League (IPL).

The IPL 2024 is likely
to commence from
March 22 next year
and is scheduled to run
until the end of May,
just ahead of the ICC
T20 World Cup in June.

The auction of the
cricketers for the
upcoming 2024 ses-
sion was held in Dubai
on December 19.

Jammu and Kashmir
pacer Rasikh Salam
Dar is the third crick-
eter from Kashmir to
participate in Indian
Premier League after
Abdul Samad and
Umran Malik.

Rasikh has found a
new place in IPL and
will be representing
Delhi Capitals in the
upcoming IPL 2024.

those suspended, are
staging a protest in front
of the Gandhi statue in
the Parliament premises
on Wednesday morning
over the suspension of
141 Opposition MPs and
the ‘security breach’inci-
dent.

The opposition law-
makers seem unre-
lenting on the Parlia-
ment security breach
incident that happened
on December 13 and
demand a statement
from Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah inside the
House. Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and Congress Parlia-
mentary leader Sonia
Gandhi led the protest
from the Congress’ side
while other opposition
MPs including those
suspended joined in the
protest.

Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram said,

Severe cold
grips
Kashmir,
Minus 4.4°C
in Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Dec 20
(Agencies): The mini-
mum temperature in
Kashmir stayed sev-
eral degrees below
the freezing point as
the valley braces for
‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ — the
40-day harshest winter
period, officials said on

Wednesday.
Srinagar city — the
summer capital of

Jammu and Kashmir —
recorded a low of minus
4.4 degrees Celsius on
Tuesday night, down
from the previous night's
minus 3.7 degree
mTurnto page 9
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“This is going to be the
trend. It's my way or the
highway. If you don’t fall
in line, we will throw you
out because we have
the majority. We control
both the Houses. They
want to turn the Parlia-
ment into a stamping
House...”

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said “ This is a

THIRUVANANTHAP-
PURAM, Dec 20: India
aims to elevate its road
infrastructure to match
that of the US within
the next five years, said
Minister of Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin
Gadkari.

As part of a compre-
hensive strategy, the
Government seeks to
alleviate metro conges-
tion, significantly reduce
travel time, and minimise
road accidents, he said.

In the preceding nine
years, his ministry
has allocated projects
exceeding Rs 50 lakh

dubious record in Par-
liamentary history and a
blot on our democracy.
Instead of preserving
democracy they have
done. The most impor-
tant responsibility of
ministers is account-
ability to Parliament. The
Home Minister should
have come to the house
and spoken about the

crore and has stream-

lined the contract
approval process by
refining existing policies.

“No contractor needs
to come to me for sanc-
tioning the contract. We
are transparent, time-
bound, result-oriented

security breach in the
house, but this govern-
ment doesn’t want a dis-
cussion. They just want
to enforce my way or the
highway.”

Congress Chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge said
They want to suspend
everyone and run a dic-
tatorship by

mTurnto page 9

Union transport Minister Aims
for India’s road infrastructure to
match US in next 5 years

and quality conscious
and fast in decision-
making. We consider the
ministry, contractors and
bankers as one family.

“We encourage good
work, and that is why
we have seven world
records. This is the
great achievement of
the ministry,” he said in
an interview published in
the Manorama Yearbook
2024.

“I am confident that
after five years, our
road infrastructure will
be equal to the US,” he
said. The Minister

mTurntopage 9

Police Kashmir on
Wednesday carried out
raids at five locations
in Kashmir in connec-
tion with a “money dou-
bling scam” involving an
alleged bogus company
which has scammed the
local residents, reports
said today.

Quoting a police offi-
cial, newsgathering
agency KDC reported
that a team of cyber
police along with a
magistrate has sealed
the office of the alleged
bogus company located
in Karan Nagar locality
of Srinagar city.

Today, teams of Cyber
police conducted raids
at five locations related
to the scam involving
financial fraud worth
crores and seized elec-
tronic gadgets and docu-
ments during searches,
he said, adding that the
exact amount which
people had invested

across the valley is still
under investigation.

It has been reliably
learnt that one bogus
company has scammed
and cheated gullible
public by falsely promis-
ing them of huge returns
on their investments,”
the report quoted from
the FIR registered by the
police.

The information has
further revealed that
subscribers which
mostly include students
and housewives have
been cheated by the said

Mysterious blast at police

JAMMU, Dec 20
(Agencies): A mysteri-
ous blast took place
inside the premises of
an armed police camp
in the Surankote area
of the Poonch district
of Jammu and Kashmir,
police sources here said
on Wednesday.

They said that the
explosion took place

on the intervening night
of December 19-20
inside the armed police
camp and damaged the
window panes of some
of the vehicles parked.

“No injury has been
reported in the blast
while nature of the blast
is being investigated,”
police said.

mTurn to page 9
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company after making
them to invest their hard
earned money against
the fake and false prom-
ises of returns.

It has been further
revealed that after mis-
representing and cheat-
ing the said company
has left the subscribers
in dark. It has also been
revealed that the said
company has suddenly
turned unresponsive
which has led to chaos,
anguish and protests.

On receipt of this

mTurnto page 9

Covid-19
contracutal
doctors
denied
extension, HC
upholds order

SRINAGAR, Dec 20
(Agencies): The Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh
High Court turned down
a request for relief from
contractual doctors who
were allegedly looking to
continue working after
the closure of COVID-
19 hospitals, Latestly
reported.

Notably, the high court
ruled against a petition
filed by 116 doctors and
medical staff who sought
to continue their servic-
es at temporary corona-

virus hospitals even
=Turnto page 9

Udhampur farmers embrace hybrid
onion see_ds to bog_st w_ipcome

JAMMU, Dec 20

He was released by
Kolkata Knight Riders
ahead of IPL 2024
mini-auction in Dubai.
Earlier, he was part of

G

CRYSTAL NEXA/SN SERIES

advantage of this hybrid

Mumbai Indians camp
in IPL 2019, but soon
after making his IPL
debut, he was banned
by BCCI following a
discrepancy with his
birth certificate. Rasikh
recently took 6-wickets
against Chhattisgarh
in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy. He was
acquired by Delhi Capi-
tals for 0.20 Cr.

Abid Mushtaq, an all-
rounder hailing from
Doda has also made
his place in IPL 2024.
He has exhibited top
performances at the
national level. After
many hits and misses,
the all-rounder has
finally found a place in
Rajasthan Royals at his
base price of 0.20 Cr.

(Agencies): A farmer in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Udhampur is seeding
hybrid onions and earn-
ing a great profit by sell-
ing ready hybrid onion
seedlings to farmers.

Stepping away from
traditional crops like
potatoes and garlic,
Som Raj took a leap
of faith this year, plant-
ing hybrid onion seeds
provided by the govern-
ment.

“We’ve traditionally
grown various crops
like potatoes, garlic,
turmeric, flowers, and
onions. This year, we've
taken a step forward by
planting hybrid onion
seeds. We've already
witnessed positive inter-
est from neighbouring

villages, indicating an
increased workload but
also exciting potential.
We received 1 kg of
hybrid seeds this year,
and we hope to be allo-
cated 2-4 kg next year.
The irrigation pond itself
was a generous gift
from the governor,” said
farmer Som Raj.
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News of Som Raj’s
success quickly spread
to neighbouring villages,
sparking curiosity and
interest in hybrid seeds.
A farmer like Shivratan
Goswami from another
village, impressed by
Som Raj’s prosperity, is
eager to follow suit.

“We want to take

seed initiative. Seeing
farmer Som Raj ben-
efit has motivated us
to explore this exciting
path. We used to rely
on desi seeds, but the
hybrid variety, even
with its higher price
point, promises far
greater returns. Local
seeds offer limited ben-
efits despite their cost,
making the switch to
hybrids a wise invest-
ment,” said Shivratan
Goswami.

Sanjay Anand, Chief
Agriculture Officer of
Udhampur, applauds
Som Raj’s initiative and
highlights the govern-
ment’s efforts to pro-
mote crop diversification
among farmers.

“We encoyrage
ETumtopage 9
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OBITUARIES

Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, December 20, 2023

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow we inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh. Deep Raina
S/o Lt. Sh. Madhov Lal Raina originally from
Karan Nagar (Sgr.) presently residing at F-14
Buta Nagar Migrant Quarters Paloura Jammu
on 12-12-2023 at New Delhi.

10TH DAY will be performed at Chota
Haridwar (Murad Nagar) on 21-12-2023.
Grief Stricken

Smt. Mohini Raina- Mother

Smt. Veena Raina- Wife

Ankita & Ajay Raina- Daughter-in-Law & Son
Diksha & Anshul Raina- Daughter & Son-in-Law
Nisha & Vijay Kumar Raina- Bhabhi & Brother
Saroj Raina- Bhabhi

Sarla & Moti Lal Dhar- Sister & Brother-in-Law
Reeta & Chuni Lal Koul- Sister & Brother-in-Law
Mob.: 8800091264, 9582226156

TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform sad
demise of our beloved Sh. Satish Kumar Bhat S/o Lt. Sh.
Prem Nath Bhat R/o Hawal Pulwama Kashmir presently at
N-Block 243-FF Gurgaon Haryana, who expired on 14-12-
2023.

Tenth Day Kriya will be performed on 23rd December,
2023 (Saturday) at 9 AM at Chotha Haridwar Upper Ganga
Canal Road, Murad Nagar, Uttar Pradesh.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Gouri Shree - Mother

Smt. Bimla Bhat - Wife

Brother & Sister-in-law

Sh. Jai Krishan & Smt. Sweety Bhat

Sons & Daughters-in-law

Sh. Ajay Bhat & Smt. Arushi

Sh. Ashish Bhat & Smt. Vidhi

Rohan Bhat S/o Jai Krishan - Son

Sister & Brother-in-law

Smt. Veeno Dulloo & Sh. Kuldeep Dulloo

Smt. Daizy Koul & Ravinder Koul

Smt. Anita Bhat & Sh. Bushan Lal Bhat

Samast Parivar of Bhat, Razdan, Dulloo & Koul
Contact No: 8492945915, 8899714855, 8149442083

TENTH DAY/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of our beloved Shri S.C
Subhash Advocate

The TENTH DAY will be held on 20-12-2023
Wednesday at our residence near B.S.F HQ Patta
Paloura, Jammu at 11 am.

UTHALA will be held on 22-12-2023 Friday at
Arya Samaj Mandir Bakshi Nagar, Jammu from
3:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt. Sanjogita Devi-Wife

Smt. Vandana & Sh.Chander Shakher (Daughter in law & Son)
Smt.Rupali & Ashwani Baru -Daughter & Son in law
Smt.Radhika -Daughter

Grand Children- Khushi, Krishna,Viraj & Vikhyat

CONTACT NO: 7006868148,7006015152.

TENTH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we inform the sad demise
of our beloved Sh. M.P. Sharma (Asstt. Director
Agriculture) S/o Late Sh. N.R. Sharma R/o Gandhi Nagar.
10th Day will be performed on 20.12.2023 Wednesday at
our residence 249/A, Gandhi Nagar at 11.00 am.
Kriya will be performed on 21/12/2023 Thursday at our
residence 249/A, Gandhi Nagar at 12.00 Noon.
Uthala will be performed on 22/12/2023 Friday at Shiv
Mandir Gandhi Nagar at 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm.
GRIEF STRICKEN
(Sons & Daughter-in-laws)
Sh. Amit Sharma & Smt. Neetu Sharma
Sh. Vikas Sharma (Inspector JKP) and Smt. Neetu Sharma
Smt. Sweety Sharma & Sh. Amit Sharma

(Distt & Session Judge) - Daughter & Son-in-law
Late Sh. Mohan Lal Sangra & Late Smt. Satya Devi - Brother & Bhabi
Sh. Subash Chander & Smt. Sushma Sharma - Brother & Bhabi
Smt. Darshana & Lt. Col. K.C. Sharma - Sister & Brother-in-law
Smt. Sudha & Dr. Vijay Sharma - Sister & Brother-in-law
Grand Children : Arnav, Devyansh, Avanish, Chetanya, Pragya, Shravya
M/s Sangra Traders, Greater Kailash
Mobile : 9419610981, 9419143217

Sh. ep Rana

SH. SATISH KUMAR
BHAT

SHRI S.C SUBHASH
ADVOCATE

Sh. M.P. Sharma
(Retd. Asstt. Director
Agriculture)

TENTH DAY KRIYA

IN LOVING MEMORY/ TENTH DAY
KRIYA of Smt Raj Dulari Chaku, wife of
Late Shri Moti Lal Chaku, born in Bagh Jogi
Lankar, Rainawari, breathed her last on
December 18th, 2023, in Prayagraj, UP.
She is survived by her children, grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren. All who knew
her, were touched by the lovingness and
generosity, and her legacy will continue to
live on in those left behind.

10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed in
Haridwar on December 27th, 2023.
FONDLY REMEMBERED BY:

Indu & V.B. Pandita Mob: 9811818647

Sunila & Vinod Chaku Mob: 9899472450
Surekha & Anud Koul Mob: 8879797439
Radhika & Vineet Pandita with Tarrush and Tallin
Shaila & Deptanshu Chaku

Megha & Abhinav Koul

Sweene & Raghav Taplu

Ojasvi Chaku

With Chakus, Kouls, Razdans, Mirzas & Wangnues

SMT RAJ DULARI CHAKU
(1934 - 2023)

Adh Barkhi/6 months

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROVW,
ADH BARKHI / 6 MONTHS OF OUR
BELOVED SH. SHAM SUNDER MAGOTRA
(SR. AUDITOR, LAO 1FOD) S/O LT SH.
JAGAN NATH MAGOTRA WILL BE PER-
FORMED ON THURSDAY 21 DECEMBER| .
2023 AT 10 A.M AT OUR RESIDENCE
(ADJOINING COMMON PUBLIC HR.SEC.|
SCHOOL,SANGOOR, UDHAMPUR).

GRIEF STRICKEN:-

MINAKSHI SHARMA (WIFE)

(DAUGHTER AND SON IN LAW)

PALLAVI SHARMA AND ANKUSH SHARMA
SUVIGYA SHARMA (DAUGHTER)

RAHUL SUVANSH MAGOTRA (SON)

(SISTER AND BROTHER IN LAW)

LALITA KHAJURIA AND RAJINDER KHAJURIA
(BROTHER AND SISTER IN LAW)

RAJESH MAGOTRA AND SANTOSH MAGOTRA
CONTACT NUMBER 8082982783, 7780949081

SH. SHAM SUNDER
MAGOTRA (SR. AUDITOR,
LAO 1FOD)

10TH DAY/KRIYA/
RASAM PAGRI/UTHALA

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad demise of

our beloved Sh. Bhuvneshwar Sharma (Kalu) S/oc Sh.

Bishamber Dass Sharma R/fo Mandir Wali Gali Rajpura

Magotra, Jammu.

10th Day will be performed on 19th of December, 2023

(Tuesday) at Hari Mandir, Rehari Colony, Jammu from 10am

to 11am.

KRIYA will be performed on 20th of December 2023

(Wednesday) at our residence.

Rasam Pagri/Uthala will be performed on 22nd of

December, 2023 at Hari Mandir, Rehari Colony Jammu from

3pm to 4pm.

GRIEF STRICKEN:

Smt Satya Devi & Sh. Bishamber Dass Sharma (Parents)
Retd. ASP Prisons

_'“‘-1‘_‘,

BHUVNESHWAR SHARMA (KALU)
(MANAGER-EDEN GARDEN
BANQUET)

Smt Sunita Sharma (Wife)

(Tayi ji & Taya Ji)

Smt Santosh & Sh. Durga Dass Sharma, Retd. SP JK Police
Bhabhis & Brothers

Smt Archana & Sh. Sudeshwar Sharma
Smt Manisha & Sh. Rajeshwar Sharma
Sisters & Brother-in-laws

Smt Arti & Sh. Rajesh Baskotra

Smt Pooja & Sh. Devinder Sharma
Son & Daughter: Ayush & Mahi
Nephew: Piyush

& All Family Members

Contact Nos: 9797411049, 8494057552, 7780997567, 9541126541, 9419858439, 9622022023

10TH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of our beloved Sh. Ravi Kumar S/o Lt. Sh.
Omkar Nath Bhat originally resident of Drugmulla Kupwara
at present Trilokpur Lane No.1 near Airtel tower, who left
us for the heavenly abode on 13-12-2023.

May the lord grant peace to his devine soul.

10TH DAY KRIYA will be performed at Muthi Ghat on
22-12-2023 (Friday) at 8 a.m.
GRIEF STRICKEN:-

Smt. Sheela Bhat (Mother)
Smt. Rajni Bhat (Wife)

Rithik & Harshit (Sons)

Smt. & Sh. Hari Krishan

Smt. & Sh. Ashok Kumar

Smt & Sh. Avtar Krishan Bhat
Smt & Sh. Tej Krishan Pandita
Smt & Sh. Rakesh Roshan Koul

In-Laws:

Smt Krishna Devi (Mother-in-law)
Brother-in-law & Sister-in-law:

Sh. Omkar Sharma & Smt Shallu Sharma

Sh. Suresh Sharma & Smt Gita Devi

Sh. Romesh Chander Sharma & Smt Gita Devi
Lt. Dillay Ram Sharma & Smt Anita Devi

SH. RAVI KUMAR

Inderjeet, Ashwani, Varun, Abay
Akash, Aman, Tamanna, Disha
Contact :-- 7006372667,
9797695115, 9070254782
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With profound grief & sorrow, we inform
the sad demise of our beloved Sh. Sat _
Pal Pandoh S/o Lt. Sh. Tara Mani <
Pandoh (Reasi Wale) R/o 93/1 Trikuta| :
Nagar Jammu.
TENTH DAY will be performed on 'a

- m\
o

FRARRRARRRRRRRRRRRRNONRRMY =y

Tuesday, 19-12-2023 at 12 Noon at our g >
residence.

KRIYA will be performed on Friday, o
22-.12-2023 at 12.00 noon at our pom—
residence.

Rasam Pagri/Uthala will be performed
on Friday, 22-12-2023 from 4 pm to 5
pm at Shiv Mandir Sector-3 Trikuta Nagar.
GRIEF STRICKEN:
Smt. Vijay Laxmi Pandoh- Wife
Son & Daughter-In-Law
CA Vikas Pandoh & CA Satika Gupta
Daughters & Sons-In-Law
Smt. Amita & Er. Sanjeev Rohmetra
Smt. Pratibha & Sh. Ashutosh Malhotra
Sister & Brother-in-Law
Smt. Sarvdarshan & Sh. Vijay Suri
Brothers-In-Law & Sisters-in-Law
Sh. Subash & Smt. Gitika Gandotra
Sh. Rakesh & Smt. Monica Gandotra
Lt. Sh. Rajesh & Smt. Radhika Gandotra
Sisters-In-Law & Brothers-in-Law
Smt. Santosh & Sh. N.K Sawhney
Lt. Smt. Rama & Sh. Kishore Talwar
Grandchildren:
Honnesh, Dhananjay, Anish, Archit, Chaitanya, Aahan
M/S VIKAS SATIKA & ASSOCIATES
MOBILE NO.: 9419197689, 9419201931 (/F—r\)

U.s -
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Sh. Sat Pal Pandoh
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OBITUARY & TENTH DAY

With profound grief and sorrow, we
inform the sad demise of Tushar Raina
S/o Lt. Sh. Kiran Raina & Smt. Sunita
Raina R/o Patoli Mangotrian Jammu on
17-12-2023.

TENTH DAY will be held on 26-12-2023
at Muthi Ghat at 9 AM.

DEEPLY MISSED BY

Smt. Sunita Raina- Mother

Ms. Mehak Raina- Sister

SAMAST PARIVAR

RAINA’'S & RAZDAN'S

MOB: 7780893485

MR. TUSHAR RAINA
(MOHIT)
(2000-2023)

SHARDANJALI

With profound grief and sorrow we regret to
inform you the sad and untimely demise of j§
our beloved Dr Basant Kumar Sharmal§
(Retd CMO) who left for heavenly abode on @
10.12.2023. o
13th Kriya (Dharamshant) will be per-}##
formed at our residence on 21.12.2023
Thursday at Kotli Shah Doula Railway linef
Patri.

PROGRAMME

POOJA KARAM KANTH

FROM 6AM TO 12 PM

SATSANG 12PM TO 1 PM
SHARDANJALI 1 PM TO 1:30 PM
GRIEF STRICKEN

Rita Sharma (Retd Principal) - Wife
Dr Ujasvi Sharma (Daughter)
Seshwar Sharma (pursuing MBBS from Russia) (Son)
Brothers

Dhanraj Raina

Sarpanch Badrinath Sharma

Ramesh Sharma

Dr Basant Kumar
Sharma (Retd CMO)

REMEMBRANCE

In loving memory of Mr. Sheikh Sajjad Poonchi, a pillar of]
kindness and community spirit. His warm smile and unwaver-
ing generosity touched us all. Whether leading by example in
his professional endeavors or offering a helping hand to those
in need, Mr. Poonchi's legacy is one of compassion and self-
lessness. May we remember him for the positive impact he
made and the countless lives he enriched. Rest in peace.
Mrs. Rugia Khan

Mr. Akbar Ali Khan

Ms. Katfeer Khan

Mr. Ahmed Ali Khan

Mr. Feroz Ali Khan

Prof. Sujat Khan

Mrs. Sabia Rasool

10TH DAY/KRIYA/UTHALA

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad demise of Smt Shrishta Sharma W/o Sh
Goverdhan Sharma R/o House No. 210, Sec-1, Lane
No. 10, Shivaji Chowk Nanak Nagar Jammu in a tragic
road accident at Bari Brahmana on 9-12-2023.

10th Day will be performed at (Gorkha Mandir Sec 4)
Nanak MNagar on Monday 18-12-2023 at 11 AM.

11th Day/Kriya will be performed at our residence on
Tuesday 19-12-2023 at 11 am

Uthala will be performed at (Gorkha Mandir Sec 4)
Nanak Nagar on Friday 22-12-2023 between 4.00 to
5.00 PM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Sh Goverdhan Sharma -Husband (Retd. SRTC Deptt)
Son & Daughter-in-law

Rahul Dubey & Dr. Rama Prabhakar

Daughter & Son-in-law

Rohini Dubey & Madhur Sharma

Grand Children: Nikunj, Aarya & Manas

M. No. 9858199230, 9858252000

TENTH DAY KRIYA

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF AND SORROW, WE REGRET TO INFORM L
THE SAD & SUDDEN DEMISE OF OUR BELOVED SH. RATTAN LAL Y
SAHIB S/O LT. DAMODHAR SAHIB ON 14-12-2023, R/O H.NO. 506, 3
SEC - 2 EXTENSION DURGA NAGAR JAMMU.
TENTH DAY KRIYA WILL BE PERFORMED AT MUTHI GHAT ON
23-12-2023 (SATURDAY) AT 09:30 AM.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY -
SMT. ASHA JI SAHIB- BHABHI
SMT. CHOTI SAHIB- BHABHI 4
SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW /
SH. BHARAT BHUSHAN SAHIB & SMT. BHARTI SAHIB
SH. DAYA KRISHAN SAHIB (BROTHER ) SH. RATTAN LAL SAHIB
SH. KULDEEP SAHIB & SMT RAJNI SAHIB (SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW )
SH. SANJAY SAHIB & SMT RENU SAHIB (SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW)
SH. SUSHIL SAHIB & SMT. SVETLANA SAHIB (SON & DAUGHTER-IN-LAW )
SAMAST PARIVAAR

(SAHIB'S , RAINA'S , PANDITA'S , BHAT'S & MUNSHI'S )

CONTACT NUMBER - 6005966525 , 6006922661 , 9419359054

Mr. Sheikh Sajjad Poonchi

Smt Shrishta Sharma
(15-08-1961 to 09-12-2023)

TENTH DAY r —

With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to
inform the sad demise of Sh Rattan Lal
Pandita S/o Late Sh Rughnath Pandita, orig-
inally resident of Waterkhani Kupwara at|%
present H No. 138, Lane No. 04, Dream City
Muthi, Jammu on 16th Dec. 2023.

TENTH DAY KRIYA will be performed at
Muthi Ghat near Directorate Education office \
on 25th Dec. 2023 at 9:00 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Smt Kaushalya Pandita (Mother)

Smt Dali Pandita (Wife)

Brother and Bhabi

Sh Veerji Pandita and Mrs Jeeta Pandita

Sh Tej Krishan Pandita and Mrs Sunita Pandita
Sister and Brother-in-law

Mrs Vijay and Sh Piyary Lal Pandita
Son and Daughter-in-law

Mr Anoop Pandita and Bhavna Bhat
Rudra Pandita

Daughter and Son-in-law

Mrs Upasana and Mr Ankush Koul

TENTH DAY

WITH DEEP SADNESS, WE INFORM THAT
BELOVED MOTHER SMT PHOOLA AIMA
WI/O M. L. AIMA RESIDENT OF LANE NO. 5,
FLAT NO. 13, BLOCK NO. 22, JAGTI
NAGROTA JAMMU HAS LEFT FOR HEAV-|
ENLY ABODE ON 14TH DECEMBER 2023. |}
TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED ON ‘1
23-12-2023 (SATURDAY) AT SAINIK
SCHOOL NAGROTA AT 8.30 AM.

GRIEF STRICKEN

Manju Aima & R K Aima -Son & Daughter-in-law
Sunita Kumari & Ajay Gupta -Daughter & Son-in-law
Oshin & Ashim -Grand Children

Mobile No. 8492867848, 9796263810

10TH DAY

WITH PROFOUND GRIEF & SORROW, WE
REGRET TO INFORM THE SAD DEMISE OF
OUR BELOVED SH SODAGER LAL S/O SH > F
KAKA RAM R/O VILLAGE HALQA TEH.
MARH JAMMU WHO LEFT US FOR THE
HEAVENLY ABODE ON 16-12-2023.

MAY THE LORD GRANT THE PEACE TO
HIS DIVINE SOUL.

TENTH DAY WILL BE PERFORMED ON
25-12-2023 (MONDAY) AT 10 AM AT OUR
RESIDENCE.

GRIEF STRICKEN

ALL FAMILY MEMBERS

MOB. NO. 8800462329, 9796265047

TENTH DAY

With profound grief & sorrow, we regret to inform the
sad and untimely demise of Smt Sharika Bhat W/o
Sh Makhan Lal Bhat of Khah Bazar Anantnag present-
ly residing at Pooja Colony Lower Thathar (near park)
Bantalab Jammu on 18th of December 2023.

Tenth Day will be performed at Akhnoor Ghat on
27th December 2023 (Wednesday).

Assembly will be held at Muthi Ghat near
Directorate of School Education at 10.00 AM.
Grief Stricken

Sh Makhan Lal Bhat -Husband

Sons & Daughters-in-law

Behari Lal Bhat & Pinky Bhat

Sanjay Bhat & Bubita Bhat

Dilip Bharti & Priya Bhat

Daughter & Son-in-law

Sunita Dhar & Sanjay Dhar

Grand Children: Aryan, Angel, Krishna, Shriya, Saieesh
M.No. 7006455913, 7006434467, 9999250504

Sh Rattan Lal Pandita

Children :
Anshul, Aryan, Sehaj, Vikas, Vishal
and Tapasya
Mobile No. 7006739274,
7006324341, 9878982847

SMT PHOOLA AIMA

SH SODAGER LAL

Smt Sharika Bhat

TENTH DAY KRIYA

With profound grief & sorrow, we inform the sad demise
of revered Smt Ratni Pandita W/o Sh Kashi Nath
Pandita of Lajurah Pulwama (Kmr) presently at H.No.
418-B Vinayak Nagar Sector-2 Muthi Jammu on 12-12-
2023 (Tuesday).
The Tenth Day will be performed at Akhnoor Ghat on 21-
12-2023 (Thursday) and Assembly will be held at Muthi
Ghat near Directorate of School Education Jammu at
11.00 am.

Grief Stricken

Sh Kashi Nath Pandita -Husband
Sons & Daughter-in-laws

Sh Ramaish Pandita & Dolly Pandita

Smt Ratni Pandita

Grand Children

Sakshi Bhat & Vinay Thaploo
Dr. Rajou K Pandita & Urmilla Pandita
Sh Rahul Pandita & Meenakshi Pandita
Daughters & Son-in-laws

Tosha Bhat & Dileep Bhat

Mohini Pandita & Tej Pandita

Meenakshi Pandita & Piyush Jee

Monika Pandita & Harshal Jee

Deepika Bhat & Rahul Koul

Shivani Pandita

Abishek Bhat, Ritik Pandita, Damini Pandita

Dolly Bhat & Lok Nath Bhat & Sambavi Pandita

DISCLAIMER

“Top News of J&K” does not take responsibility for

the contents of the advertisements (Display/ Classi-
fied) carried in this newspaper. The paper does not
endorse the same. Readers are requested to verify
the contents on their own before acting there upon.”
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Lt Governor attends Annual Day Celebration of Sainik School, Nagrota

Ensure that our education system strengthen culture, ethos &

empowered to create strong

Top News Report

NAGROTA, Dec 20:
Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha on
Wednesday attended
the Annual Day Celebra-
tion of Sainik School,
Nagrota.

The Lt Governor con-
gratulated the Admin-
istration, students and
teachers of the institu-
tion on the occasion.

Sainik School Nagrota
has always lived up to its
motto of “Gyan, Veerta
aur Anushasan” - Knowl-
edge, Bravery and Disci-
pline and its alumni are
rendering distinguished
service to the nation in
various other sectors, he
added.

“Education nurture
future leaders. They
are symbol of ambi-
tious India, determined
to create a knowledge
society and advance

India’s economic prow-
ess in the world,” the Lt
Governor said.

He called upon the
educational institutions,
teaching community
to reinforce the ideals
of nation building and
transform the youth into
the ambassadors of a
progressive India.

We have to ensure that
our education system
strengthen the culture
and ethos and empow-
ered to create a strong,
prosperous and Viksit

Bharat, he said.

The Lt Governor
advised the students to
focus on life skills, find
their inner voice, learn
through own experienc-
es and collaborations.

Discipline, strong
character and self-con-
fidence to overcome
challenges will guide
you towards a glorious
future, he said.

The Lt Governor reit-
erated the commitment
of the UT Administration
to provide necessary

JE* ¢ A
support to the Sainik
School.

He also extended
his felicitations to the
Cadets of Sainik School
Nagrota who excelled
in the prestigious NDA
examination.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor handed over
the 32 seater school bus
costing Rs 21.38 lakh,
sponsored by the UT
Administration, to the
officials of the Sainik
School.

Earlier, the Lt Governor

and Viksit Bharat: Sinha

received the ceremonial
Guard of Honor from the
students and presented
the academic awards to
meritorious cadets.

He also inaugurated
Arts and Science Exhi-
bition and visited the
School's IT Computer
Lab and Atal Tinkering
Lab.

Students presented
captivating perfor-
mances on the theme
of national integration
and highlighting social
issues.

Lt Gen Sanjeep Jain,
GOC 16 Corps Nagro-
ta; Maj Gen Shailendra
Singh, Chief of Staff &
Chairman Local Board
of Administration; Capt
(IN) AK Desai, Principal
Sainik School Nagrota;
officials of Army and UT
administration; teach-
ers, students and par-
ents were present.

EOW-CBJ charge-sheets accused
in Rs 1.85 Cr Coal fraud

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: Economic Offences Wing—
Crime Branch Jammu (EOW-CBJ) presented
charge-sheet against accused person S. Thar-
agaval, Proprietor New M.M.S and Sons C/o
1/129 Param Kudi Road Parthibanur, Ram-
anatha Puram, Tamil Nadu in the court of law in
case FIR No.32/2013 P/S Crime Branch Jammu
for cheating & criminal breach of trust in delivery
of charcoal and duping of an amount of Rs. 1,

84, 85,573.

CBJ official said a written complaint was
lodged by the complainant Tapan Dubey, son of
Pawan Dubey, Director Shree Sita Ram Indus-
tries Pvt. Ltd., SIDCO Industrial Complex, Bari
Brahmana Jammu, alleging that he had placed
an order with the accused person for the supply
of charcoal, valuing Rs. 1,04,00,000 with the
commitment of excluding freight charges and
paid half of the amount to the accused.

Thereafter, official said, the accused again
approached the complainant and demanded
hike in the settled rate which was accepted
by the complainant having no other option and
accordingly the complainant paid an amount
of Rs.1,45,05,900 to the accused, but despite
waiting for a long time the accused failed to

deliver the material.

Later, official added, the accused partially
delivered the material in the month of August
2012 through goods train for which an amount

of Rs. 39,79,673 was paid by the complainant
as freight charges, while, on unloading of the
material from the train the complainant was
shocked to see that instead of charcoal, mud,
sand and dust was supplied by the accused,
thereby cheating and duped the complainant
of his money.

On receipt of the complaint, official said, a
preliminary verification was initiated and during
the course of enquiry, it was found that the
material supplied by the accused was actually

mud, sand and dust and not charcoal for which

the complainant had paid such a huge amount
of money and that the accused with malafide
intentions by alluring the complainant through
fraudulent means made him to deposit a huge
sum of money in his account had cheated the
complainant of his hard earned money amount-
ing to Rs. 1,84,85,573.

Accordingly allegations were prima facie
substantiated, leading to the registration of
formal case for indepth investigation, official
said adding that during the course of investiga-
tion, relevant record was seized, statements of
witnesses recorded, Scientific, Circumstantial
and other material evidence was collected and
offences under Ranbir Penal Code were estab-
lished against the accused who with malafide

intention allured the complainant through fraud-

ulent means to deposit a huge sum of money
in his account, cheated and duped him of his
hard earned money.

EJAC is working as bridge
between government and
employees: Durrani

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: A
high-level delegation of
Employees Joint Action
Committee Jammu
Kashmir (EJAC), ), led
by President Wajahat
Hussain Durrani, who
met the new Chief Sec-
retary, J&K Arun Kumar
Mehta ON December
19, said that they dis-
cussed long pending
employees’ issues with
Chief Secretary for early
redressal.

“We presented a
comprehensive mem-
orandum, articulat-
ing key demands that
underscore the urgent
need for transformative
policies and equitable
considerations for the
workforce across vari-
ous departments/PSUs.
The demands stand as
imperatives for the bet-
terment of the working
class,” Wajahat Hussain
Durrani told reporters
here on Wednesday.

Durrani said we pre-
sented approximately 28
long-pending demands
with eloquence, empha-
sizing the urgency and
gravity of each point for
the holistic well-being of
the workforce.

Provincial President
Amin Khan and General

Secretary Sajad Ahmad
Parray raised additional
concerns from the edu-
cation sector and other
departments, further
underscoring the mul-
tifaceted challenges
faced by the employees.

“The Chief Secretary,
Atal Dulloo listened to
all the demands, assur-
ing swift and decisive
action in the future,”
they said.

Durrani termed the
meeting successful
and stated that EJAC
is working as a bridge
between the govern-
ment and the employ-
ees.

Leaders from both
provinces of Jammu
and Kashmir including
Vishal Manhas from
Agriculture, Omkar
Parihar, Anil Radha,
Mohammad Ashraf,
Showkat Ali Beigh,
Qamar ud Din, Shafi
Shaida, Mushtag Ah
Malik, Gulzabir Daing,
Vipin Kumar, Dilbagh
Singh, Jagdish Singh,
Anchal Bakhshi, Faizan
Tramboo, Sachin Tikoo,
Farooqg Ahmad, Ab
Rahman Bhat, Farooq
Ah Paul and others
distinguished leaders
attended the press con-
ference.

NCC Cadets of MAM College
presents Guard of Honour to
Principal Secretary Education

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: In a
remarkable display of
discipline and coordina-
tion, the National Cadet
Corps (NCC) cadets of
MAM College, Jammu,
presented an impres-
sive Guard of Honour
to Alok Kumar, Princi-
pal Secretary Educa-
tion, J&K UT, during the
Valedictory function of
Cultural Fest Yuvata-
rang on 19 Dec23.

Led by Senior Under
Officer Vireshwar
Minhas, the NCC Show
demonstrated the high-
est level of precision
and respect.

The event, attended by
Vice Chancellor Cluster
University, Bechan Lal,
and heads of institutes
of colleges affiliated
with Cluster University,
witnessed a memorable
salute to the Principal
Secretary Education.

During this cultural
fest, Senior Under Offi-
cer Vireshwar Minhas,
who has returned

after attending Youth
Exchange Program
(YEP) from Vietnam
in 2023 represented
the strength of govern-
ment policies executed
through NCC as part of
YEP and shared insights
into the transforma-
tive experience gained
during interaction with
foreign students during
his conversation with
the visiting dignitaries.
This initiative not only
instils discipline but also
fosters global aware-
ness among the youth,
providing them with a
unique perspective on
diverse cultures.

The NCC'’s contribu-
tion to shaping well-
rounded individuals
was underscored,
emphasizing its role in
not only instilling disci-
pline and coordination
but also in promoting
cultural exchange and
global understanding.
The event exemplified
the NCC’s commitment
to nurturing the leaders
of tomorrow.

JAMMU, Dec 20: In a
pioneering partnership
in the subcontinent,
the Indian Institute of
Technology Jammu
(IT Jammu), the Inter-
national Finance Cor-
poration (IFC), and the
global leader in cooling
utilities, Tabreed India,
have launched an inno-
vation lab and start-up
incubator to rapidly
advance the develop-
ment and deployment
of cutting-edge, climate-
smart cooling solutions.

The inauguration of
the lab, located at the IIT
Jammu campus, comes
on the heels of COP28,
and is part of IFC’s
Tech Emerge Sustain-
able Cooling Innovation
program, which is imple-
mented in partnership
with UK Aid and Tabreed
India. Through a unique
and an independent
approach, the lab will
leverage IFC’s global
reach and Tabreed’s
unmatched scale in
deploying technol-
ogy and OEM agnostic
cooling solutions such
as Al/IOT-solutions,
nanotechnologies, and
solar and renewable
energy solutions for
hotels, shopping malls,
and other develop-
ments, data centres,
cold chains, transport,
and more.

The new lab will pro-

ubator in India

vide state-of-the-art
reusable environments
to pilot and verify new
energy-efficient, cost-
effective cooling tech-
nologies that lower
greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

Sudheer Perla, Man-
aging Director, Tabreed
Asia said, “Tabreed
India is proud to part-
ner with IIT Jammu and
further advance the
innovation ecosystem
in sustainable cool-
ing. This partnership
will help meet the fast-
growing commercial
demand in India and
shorten the adoption
curve by demonstrating
the commercial viability
of new sustainable cool-
ing technologies and
business models. This
will encompass Made-
in-India innovations
and new solutions from
across the world.”

Dr Satya Sekhar Bho-
gilla, Assistant Profes-
sor, IIT Jammu said,
“India’s Cooling Action
Plan aims to provide
sustainable cooling and
thermal comfort while
securing environmen-
tal and socio-economic
benefits. In this context,
the partnership between
IIT Jammu, IFC and
Tabreed aims to set up
a Cooling Innovation lab
(CIL). The CIL provides
testbeds for the newly
developed heat transfer
fluids and control algo-

IFC, IIT Jammu, Tabreed break new
ground with sustainable cooling innovation
lab, Startup Inc

rithms and focuses on
future advanced cool-

ing by harnessing the
full potential of renew-
able energy and water
conservation.”

The lab will act as a
much-needed catalyst
to bridge gaps in the
cooling market. The
solutions will be subject
to rigorous testing and
evaluation, and the con-
ducive and controlled
environment estab-
lished -at lIT Jammu will
ensure they are market-
ready, deployable in a
real-world context, and,
most importantly, acces-
sible and affordable for
large scale adoption.

IFC’s TechEmerge
program has already
conducted more than
60 sustainable cool-
ing pilots in India and
across the world. The
program does this by
carefully matching
promising innovators
across the world with
top local companies in
emerging markets, and
providing funding for
field tests and support
to bring climate-smart
cooling solutions to
scale in emerging mar-
kets, where they are
needed most. So far,
TechEmerge innovators
have raised more than
$35 million in financing,
while over $2 million in
commercial contracts
are currently under
negotiation.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: In a
thought-provoking ses-
sion held today at the
College Computer Lab.,
students gathered for
a discussion on “Viksit
Bharat @ 2047: Voice of
Youth,” a visionary initia-
tive by the Government
of India to transform the
nation into a developed
powerhouse by 2047,
marking a hundred
years of Independence.

The event encom-
passed various facts
of development, includ-
ing Economic Growth,
Social Progress, Envi-
ronment Sustainability,
and Good Governance.

The Principal of the
College, Dr. Rajni
Bhagat, addressed the
students, sharing inno-
vative ideas on how to

contribute to the nation’s
development by 2047.

She emphasized the
significance of active
youth participation in
realizing this ambitious
vision and urged stu-
dents to actively engage
in the Government of
India’s initiative and
contribute their ideas to
shape the future of the
nation.

She encouraged them
to register their inno-
vative thoughts on the
official My Gov. Portal
(www.viksitbharat@
2047.mygov.in).

The discussion delved
into the comprehen-
sive vision of ViksitB-
harat@2047, cover-
ing key aspects such
as Economic Growth,
Social Progress, Envi-
ronment Sustainability,
and Good Governance.

GDC R S Pura Fosters Visionary Dialogue
“ViksitBharat@2047: Voice of Youth”

Students actively partici-
pated in exploring ideas
and strategies for each
dimension. An integral
part of the session was
the call for students to
register their ideas and
suggestions on the ded-
icated My Gov. Portal,
contributing directly to
the national discourse
on development.

The entire program
was effectively coor-
dinated by Dr. Sunil
Kumar Mangoch (Nodal
Office VB@2047) and
Prof. Sankeet Gupta
(H.O.D Computer
Application) , ensuring
a smooth and engaging
discussion. Prominent
among the others were
Dr. Rakesh Choudhary,
Prof. Shelly Kalsi ,Prof
Vishal Sharma and
Danush Sharma.

Congress will ensure protection of
people’s rights: JKPCC Chief

Top News Report

KULGAM, Dec 20: The
Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee Chief Vikar Rasool Wani
on Wednesday assured
people that Congress Party
feels duty bound to ensure
protection of their rights and
will continue fighting against
BJP’s dictatorial policies,
coercion and vendetta poli-
tics unleashed against the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The party will ensure pro-
tection of Jobs, land and
identities of J&K, which are
under assault under BJP
Rule.

JKPCC Chief was address-
ing a largely attended public
meeting at Budroo in the
Frisal area of Kulgam Dis-
trict. He was accompanied
by JKPCC General Secretar-
ies Anayatullah Rather, Imti-
yaz Ahmad Khanday, DCC

President Kulgam Amanllah
Matoo and other senior lead-
ers of the party.

Addressing the gathering,
JKPCC Chief Vikar Rasool
Wani assured people of
Jammu and Kashmir that
Congress Party will con-
tinue fighting for protection
of land, jobs and identities of
Jammu and Kashmir, which
are under assault under the
BJP Rule. He said J&K is
the victim of BJPs policies
based on confrontation and
aggression against the inno-
cent people.

Congress party will leave
no stone unturned to protect
land, jobs and resources,
which are being looted by the
BJP by enacting laws after
laws after the downgrading of
full-fledged State into two UT,
Wani added and said added
the tax terror, unprecedented
price hike, open loot of natu-
ral resources have pushed
J&K towards darkness.

RYOFJAMMU&KASHMIR

He said Congress is aware
and equally anguished over
the sufferings common
people are confronted with
due to the unprecedented
price hike of all commodi-
ties and multiple taxations,
but the Party (Congress) will
leave no stone unturned to
ensure redressal of issues.
Wani referred to the recent
executive committee of J&K
Congress held in Jammu
and said the meeting has
resolved to oppose every
move of the BJP Govt doing
away with jobs, land and
identities of J&K and fight for
protection of people’s rights
both at National level and in
J&K.

PCC General Secretaries
Anayatullah Rather, Imti-
yaz Ahmad Khanday, DCC
President Kulgam Amanul-
lah Mattoo and various other
leaders also addressed the
public meeting.

OFFICETHEEXECUTIVE ENGINEERPWD(R&B)DIVISIONSATWARL
SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
I i

ForandonbehalfoftheLieutenantGovernor,Union _ Territory

Jammu and Kashmire-

tendersareinvitedonpercentagebasisfromapprovedandeligibleContractorsregisteredwithUnionTerritoryof|&K,C
PWD,Railways,MESandotherState /CentralGovernmentsforeachofthefollowingworks:-

01 No. culvert at Panchayat chatha in ward No. 05
fand Const. of various lanes, Deep drain with slab &
ledge wall at Panchayat Hakkal in w.no. 01-07 and
(Const. of Pacca drain and its extension to nearby
INallah at Rohi near H/0 Budh singh (Part-A). Under
State Sector for the Year of 2023-24.

S. | Name ofWork Advertis | Cost |EarnestMon | Timeall Time Class

No ed ofdocume owedfor | anddate | ofContra
Cost(inl | nt(InRup (In Rupees) completi | ofopening ctor
acs) ees) on oftender

1 2 3 4 6 7 8

1 [Construction of Lane, Drain with slab, Edge wall & 50.00 600 04 29/12/2023 | “A","B"

theAdverti | Months
sedCost)

PositionofAAA
PositionofTS
MajorHeadofAccount
Position of funds

:-Accorded
i-Accorded
:-UnderUT Capex Budget fortheYear2023-24
:-Partially Available

TheBiddingdocumentsConsistingofqualifyinginformation,eligibilitycriteria,specifications,Drawings,billofquantities(
B.0.Q) Setoftermsandconditionsofcontractandotherdetailscanbeseen/downloadedfromthedepartmentalwebsitehtt

pi/ljktenders.gov.inasperbelowschedule:

1 | Date oflssueofTenderNotice

18/12/2023

2 | Periodofdownloadingofbiddingdocuments

From18/12/2023

3 | Date,Timeandplaceofpre-bid meeting

19/12/2023at1200Hrs.intheOfficeofExecutive
EngineerPWD(R&B) DivisionSatwari

4 | BidsubmissionStartDate

18/12/2023at1800Hrs.

5 | BidSubmissionEndDate

28/12/2023upto1800Hrs.

6 | Date&time ofopening ofTechnicalBids (Online)

29/12/2023onorafter14.00HrsintheOfficeofExecutive
EngineerPWD(R&B) DivisionSatwari

7 | Date &time ofopening ofFinancial Bids (Online)

completed

To be notified after technical bid evaluation is

submission,the

TheFinancial-bids

1.BidsmustbeaccompaniedwithcostofTenderdocumentinshapeofe-

challanthroughTreasuryindicatingTreasury VoucherNo.&date,e-
NITNo.andnameofworkdulycreditingto0059(Revenue)favoringExecutiveEngineerPWD(R&B)Divisio
nSatwarianduploadthesamei.etreasury ~challan/receipt, Earnest money/Bid security in shape
of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to ExecutiveEngineer PWD (R&B) Division Satwari. The CDR/FDR/BG shall be
valid for
bidvalidityperiod.Theoriginalinstrumentsinrespectofcostofdocuments,EMDandrelevantdocumentsofL1besu
bmittedtotheExecutiveEngineerPWD(R&B)DivisionSatwariatthetimeofallotment.

45 Days

Dated:- 1811202023

No:-XEN/SATIPWDY2023-24/535-39

DivisionSatwariThedateforsameshallbeintimatedseparately

DIP/J-12843/23

beyond the

2.The electronic bidding system would not allow any late submission of bids after due date and time
asperservertime Biddersmaymodifytheirbidsbyuploadingtheirrequest
formodificationbeforethedeadlineforsubmissionofbids.Forthis,thebidderneednottomake
anyadditionalpaymenttowardsthecostoftenderdocument. Forbidmodificationandconsequentialre-

bidderisnotrequiredtowithdrawhisbidsubmittedearlier. Thelastmodifiedbidsubmittedbythebidderwit
hinthebidsubmissiontimeshallbeconsideredasthebid.Forthispurpose, modification/withdrawalbyothe
rmeanswillnotbeaccepted.Inonlinesystemothidsubmission,themodificationandconsequential-
submissionofbidsisallowedanynumberoftimes.Thebiddersmaywithdrawhishidbyuploadingtheirreque
stbeforethedeadlineforsubmissionofbids;however,ifthebidiswithdrawn,there-
submissionofthebidisnotallowed.Nobid
shallbemodifiedorwithdrawnafterthedeadlineofsubmissionofbids.
3. ThedateandtimeofopeningofFinancial-BidsshallbenotifiedonWebSitewww.jktenders.gov.in
and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.
ofresponsivebiddersshallbeopenedonlineintheExecutiveEngineerPWD(R&:B)

sd
Executive Engineer
PWDR&B)Division
Satwari




Top News of J&K
Jammu, Wednesday, December 20, 2023

4 OP-ED

Threats to free speech rise as global conflicts intensif
EDITORIAL P 5 y

the United States, speech is not out the ugliest sides of our societ- ever perpetrates it, should not be

By: Shashidhar
USE RENEWABLE
ENERGY
SOURCES

he day by day decreasing quan-

tity of petrol, diesel, coal, gas

etc. has forced us to think that
we have to find such resources for our
tomorrow’s energy needs, which never
end and our life can run smoothly with-
out any energy. The crisis continues.
We know the never-ending resourc-
es of energy as sources of renewable
energy.

Human is a developing creature. He
discovered various sources of energy,
which have become an integral part of
modern lifestyle. First of all, humans
used traditional sources of energy -
coal, gas, petroleum etc., which are lim-
ited in quantity and are also harmful
for the environment.

Renewable energy sources are not
only capable of eliminating energy
crisis, but are also environment friend-
ly. There are many sources of renew-
able energy available in India; Such as
solar energy, wind energy, geothermal
energy, biomass and biofuel etc.

There is great potential for solar
energy in India; Because in most parts
of the country the sun spreads its rays
250-300 days a year. Photovoltaic cell
system is used to obtain energy from
the sun. Photovoltaic cell converts the
rays received from the sun into energy.

There is a possibility of generating
about 5 thousand trillion units of elec-
tricity every year in the form of solar
energy in our country, for which work
needs to be done at a fast pace. Work
on solar energy has been going on in
India for the last 25-30 years.

Today the telecom towers of the coun-
try are using 5 thousand crore liters
of diesel every year, this diesel can be
saved by using solar energy.

Solar energy is expensive right now,
so despite knowing about its utility,
people avoid using it. Now solar cook-
ers, solar battery operated vehicles
and mobile phones are also being
used. People are slowly understand-
ing its importance. A campaign to use
solar energy is going on in about one
thousand villages of Karnataka. In the
coming times, solar energy will defi-
nitely be helpful in taking India on the
path of progress.

Wind or air energy is another impor-
tant source of renewable energy. In
ancient times, wind energy was used
to run boats. There is evidence of use of
wind energy in irrigation and thresh-
ing of grains etc. about 2 thousand
years ago. Wind energy is being used to
generate electricity in China, Afghani-
stan, Persia, Denmark, California.

In India, work of power generation
from wind energy is going on in the
states like Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan etc.
There is a lot of potential for wind
energy in India. At present, accord-
ing to the Ministry of New and Energy
Wind Energy in India, India has the
potential to generate 48,500 MW elec-
tricity from wind, till now only 12,800
MW capacity has been achieved.

The schemes being run by the Gov-
ernment of India in the field of renew-
able energy; It gives us hope that we
will definitely be successful in finding
a solution to our energy production
and environmental protection prob-
lems in the near future. By cooperat-
ing with other developing countries in
this region, we will not only be able to
earn foreign exchange, but will also be
successful in establishing ourselves as
a strong nation among the world com-
munity.

Nanjundaiah

o say that our world has
Tbecome much more pola-
rised than before after the
2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine
would be to state the obvious.
With the Israel-Hamas conflict,
the wedge is further in. What lies
beneath these political binaries,
how our new generations think
and act, should be of interest, in
particular to those of us who like
to watch the interplay between
change and constancy.

In the United States, three uni-
versity presidents have been
under fire this month after they
faced a congressional hearing as
the Republican-controlled House
Representatives probed and
questioned them to understand
where the universities stand on
anti-Semitism. That is truly ironic:
It is the right-wingers who decry
the so-called “cancel culture” and
hail free speech. Elizabeth Magill
of the University of Pennsylva-
nia, Claudine Gay of Harvard and
Sally Kornbluth of MIT suffered
through these hearings, stating “it
depends” on the context. Contex-
tualisation is precisely the desta-
bilising factor in the discourse. If
these presidents encourage aca-
demic freedom, they must make
it about the context. Contextuali-
sation often brings forth issue-
based and informed views rather
than culturally or otherwise affili-
ated opinions. To that extent, the
uncertain-sounding replies by the
presidents make sense.

This is not to condone any sort
of anti-Semitic speech. But the fact
that the university presidents hold
campuses accountable for conduct
and not speech highlights both
the fracture and the confusion
between free and fair speech. In

protected only if the talk about
genocide poses a threat of harm
to identifiable individuals. I
asked Saint Louis-based media
law professor and long-time US
Supreme Court reporter William
Freivogel what all this means. In
his opinion, the presidents were
right as a matter of law in saying
that it depends on the context, but
a legalistic answer wasn’t going
to pass muster at a congressional
hearing. Free speech law stops
at the gates of private spaces,
although most private universi-
ties promise to follow the First
Amendment to provide a safe
learning environment.

Of course, these developments
may not go down in history as
great flag-bearers of free speech
or fair speech. A student leader
tried hard in an interview to a
television news channel to balance
the views and both defend the
university’s stand on free speech
and critique her actions. Harvard
student Jacob Miller, who spoke
on CNN, struggled to walk that
tightrope by stating, in effect, that
while academic freedom should
be a supreme feature of universi-
ties as safe spaces for speech, his
university president’s refusal to
condemn should also be critiqued.

Typically, we use “free and fair”
in tandem and it makes sense. But
in terms of legal permission to
express versus social acceptabil-
ity, the wedge between the two is
growing. Extreme examples that
spotlight this wedge are people
who stand for the problematic
“absolute free speech” and those
on the other extreme of that con-
tinuum, some of whom stood out
during the MeToo and Black Lives
Matter movements, for “cancel
culture”. The consequences of
both are often painful: One brings

ies -- such as trolls and hatemon-
gers -- while the other side can
be easily appropriated by vested
interests. But more importantly,
they operate in tandem and in
opposition.

This poses a problem of security
for one side of the voices. Politics
seems to make it all acceptable and
turn us into holders of binaries.
The turn of events in American
universities is not some situation
that is locked in that geography.
Nations have been quick to take
sides. The police tried to quell the
anti-Israel protests in the US --
they have been arresting pro-Pal-
estine protesters or those seeking
a cease-fire -- as they have in other
prominent countries, including
France and India.

It gets particularly tricky when
we consider that many of the
donors at these universities are
Jewish, and resigning might seem
to be a hypocritical act of succumb-
ing to commercial demands. The
donor pressure shows the contro-
versy in a particularly poor light
when we consider it in ethical, not
purely monetary, terms. In the
face of all this political polarisa-
tion on campuses, it is heartening
to see groups protesting together
even though they represent oppo-
site sides of the political divide.
The faculty and students at Har-
vard have mixed and matched
themselves to stand up for their
president. Public spaces seem
more vulnerable in this regard:
In October, Jewish protesters voic-
ing their anger against Israel were
arrested in Washington DC. When
Jewish and Muslim students
speak in one voice, they send
out the message of sanity while
announcing to the world that the
“who” does not matter as much as
the “what” -- Unfair justice, who-

tolerated.

In India, we have been making
cautious adjustments to our
understanding of free speech by
watching the goings-on all around
us. The arrival of troll-dependent
politics, constantly baying for
the blood of inconvenient voices,
is both an extreme form of free
speech and cancel culture. The
chilling effect, or the spiral of
silence, is palpable, and those who
are bold enough to voice their
opinion in as unfettered a manner
as before do so at great peril. We
are constantly reminded by politi-
cal and even public rhetoric that
the restrictions to free speech are
far more important than speech
itself.

We should be heartened to see
cultural groups on both sides of
the divide protesting together in
the face of the political instigation,
risking discrediting, hatred and
even ostracism. A limitation of
free speech in the US is a specific
call-to-action, but often this limi-
tation is inadequate in instilling
violence and fear. Desensitised
behaviour is a result of a normali-
sation run contra to the invariable
claim by societies to practise and
promote harmonious living.

The forced polarisation in the
Israel-Hamas conflict in countries
other than Israel and Palestine by
political expediency followed by
dominant majoritarian-cultural
voices is a symbolic represen-
tation of a shrinking space for
speech in general. Unless judi-
cial and legislative systems take
firm steps to curb hate speech, the
intangible damage that we can all
feel from such appropriation may
only worsen, and yet in the cur-
rent environment of democratic
backsliding, that is unlikely to
happen anytime soon.

Media should, not only Inform and Empower Individuals, Foster social Change

By: Vijay GarG

edia moulds behav-
Mioural dynam-
ics and change to
generate positive momen-
tum or negative torque.
Be it news media, visual
media or social media, it
has become an instrument
for reform and transforma-
tion to create awareness in
people to cause the para-
digm shift and restore the
trajectory of growth in a
positive direction.
Journalism as per its tra-
ditional lexiconic delinea-
tion includes aggregating,
writing and presenting
news or news articles for
widespread distribution to
inform the audience. The
new connotation attached
to media reflects its meta-
morphosis from the broad-
casting of news to that of
an agent of socio-economic
change. Tom Stoppard a
Czech-born British play-
wright expressed that ‘I still
believe that if your aim is
to change the world, jour-
nalism is a more immediate
short-term solution’. Even
Oscar Wilde went a step
forward to state ‘in Ameri-
ca president reigns for four
years and journalism gov-
erns forever and ever’.
Media renders voice for
and voiceless, says for
the unsayable (ineffable),

reflects the predicaments
of the impecunious and
vulnerable groups and
projects the path for prog-
ress. It has proved to be a
crucial factor in connecting,
informing and inspiring a
society/nation to induce it
to traverse the right path
for inclusive and holistic
development, information
engineering for impressive
growth has become a syn-
onym for positive media
dynamics.

Presentation of unbiased
pictures with truthful can-
dour sans fear and favour
should be the motto of the
media. Though difficult in
the age of mundanity and
profanity, and media being
no exception to the lures,
but still media maintains
and takes a positive role for
the betterment of the nation
barring exceptions.

Five golden rules have
evolved to form the guide-
lines for media including
social media. Those are to
create content value for the
audience, focus on the con-
tent not on the platform,
presentation of news con-
tributions (positive) to the
society /nation, the pre-
sentation and content with
creative favour and guide
the people with a positive
mode.

In short, it can be stated

that these key roles can
be played by mass com-
munication to herald a
new beginning. The first
one is the dissemination
of vital information to the
public which is essential
for decision-making and
awareness. The second one
is serving as a crucial tool
for education and raising
awareness about social
and health issues promot-
ing positive behaviour and
practices. In a developing
country, the media plays
a very important role not
only by promoting democ-
racy but by providing a
platform for political dis-
course.

Media promotes economic
development by flowing
information, promoting
business, directing growth
and vectoring cultural
exchanges to make things
lively (to pave the way for
social change). The social
changes are effected by
mass communication by
highlighting social injus-
tices, gender inequality
and human rights violation
cases. By mobilizing public
opinion, the media can set
steps for the cultural renais-
sance.

Social cohesion can be
affected by mass media pro-
viding platforms for people
to connect and share ideas

- to promote national iden-
tity and unity. The impor-
tant role of media in health
promotion and disease pre-
vention cannot be under-
mined. Media projects the
requirements of the people
to attract the attention of
the government to take up
development in a planned
way. And most important
thing is that mass media
can shape the image of the
nation on the global stage,
promoting foreign invest-
ment and tourism.

It is discernible that media
has an all-pervasive influ-
ence on people in the
modern age (social media
included) to foster any
change. Media can also
play a destructive role in
all these spheres mentioned
above if it becomes biased,
partisan and prejudiced.
Hence positive, construc-
tive and truthful media is
the requirement of the time
to project the nation on the
path of inclusive, holistic
development and affirma-
tive growth.

(Vijay GarG Retired
Principal Educational
columnist Malout
Punjab)
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Indian Inmunological celebrates 25 years of Human Biological

Students of Poonch Campus embark on
Educatlonal Tour to South India

Institute, launches measles & rubella vaccine

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20:
Human Biologicals Insti-
tute (HBI), a division of
Indian Immunologicals
Limited (IIL) celebrates
its silver jubilee, 25
years since its establish-
ment in 1998. HBI was
created in an era where
the need for indigenous
vaccines is paramount
and thus has contributed
to a self-reliant India —
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”.

While celebrating
the occasion of 25th
year of HBI with distin-
guished medical doctors
assembled from various
parts of the country in
the serene precincts
of Udhagamandalam
(Ooty), IIL launched
MabellaTM (Measles
and Rubella) vaccine

for children.

This live attenuated
MR vaccine has been
developed by IIL in
an exclusive partner-
ship with Polyvac Insti-
tute, Vietnam. Through
extensive human clinical
trials, MabellaTM has
been proven to be safe
and effective.

Upon request from
Government of India,
HBI indigenously devel-
oped India’s 1st safe
Vero-cell rabies vaccine
— Abhayrab in 1998,
paving way for Govern-
ment of India to phase
out the painful nerve
tissue vaccine. Today,
Abhayrab is the larg-
est selling Anti-Rabies
vaccine in the world.
Millions of lives have
been saved in India and

across the world with
HBI’'s Abhayrab vaccine.
Subsequently, several
childhood vaccines such
as DPT, Pentavalent
Vaccine, TT, Hepatitis-B,
MR, Td vaccines were
introduced by HBI.

IIl's journey of excel-
lence in vaccine devel-
opment reached its
summit during the Covid
19 pandemic. IIL rose
to the nation’s call and
contributed to the man-
ufacturing of many mil-
lion doses of vaccines.
This capability of IIL
was much appreciated
by NITI Ayog, Ministry of
Health and Family Wel-
fare and several other
agencies.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Dr K Anand Kumairr,
Managing Director,

Indian Immunologicals,
spoke about the signifi-
cant contribution made
by IIL to the nation,
towards disease control
and access to several
lifesaving vaccines in
its 25 years of existence.
“lIL has now emerged
as one of the largest
suppliers of human vac-
cines to the UIP, Minis-
try of Health and Family
Welfare, Government
of India, saving many
precious lives. IIL also
exports quality vaccines
to more than 50 coun-
tries across the globe.”
During the launch of
MabellaTM (Measles
and Rubella vaccine)
today, he also expressed
the need for control of
deadly Measles and
Rubella, that claims

about 1,00,000 lives of
children globally.

He also pointed out
that the company should
be known for elimina-
tion, eradication of dis-
ease than the number
of doses of vaccine it
sells. To this extent IIL
has taken up CSR activ-
ity to make Thiruvana-
thapuram district rabies
free in a few years.

“IIL adopts modern
manufacturing practices
to produce quality vac-
cines and has adequate
infrastructure to meet
the national require-
ments. By implement-
ing environmentally sus-
tainable packaging for
Abhayrab®, IIL saved
160 tons of plastic per
annum”, added Dr Pri-
yabrata Pattnaik, Dy.
MD, IIL.

Court directs registration of FIR
against Harsh Dev, Manju in
application filed by Vilakshan

Top News Report

JAMMU, Nov 20: Sub-
Judge Jammu, Pooja
Gupta has directed
the Police to register
FIR against Harsh Dev
Singh, Manju Singh and
some other persons in
an application filed by
Vilakshan Singh, Presi-
dent J&K National Pan-
thers Party.

The said directions
were passed after
hearing Advocate Pinki
Thakur.

In an application filed
before the Court, Vilak-
shan Singh had submit-
ted that on October 12,
2023 at about 3:30 PM,
an unlawful assembly
of about 20-25 women
led by Manju Singh wife
of Harsh Dev Singh
attacked his house at
Sidhra when his wife
and daughter were
alone at the house.

In the said application
it was further submitted
that the said unlawful
assembly had come
to his house with the
common object of tres-
passing into his house
and to cause harm to
him and his family mem-
bers.

Singh in his application
has further submitted
that the said unlawful
assembly committed the
offenses on the instiga-
tion of Harsh Dev Singh.

It was further stated
in the application filed
before the court that

Harsh Dev Singh
was trying his best to
harass Vilakshan Singh
by resorting to illegal
means and was contin-
uously devising means
to pressurize Vilakshan
so that he may withdraw
his claim regarding the
Presidentship of J&K
National Panthers Party
from the Election Com-
mission of India.

The application for reg-
istration of FIR against
the accused persons
was initially filed before
Incharge Police Post
Sidhra, SHO, Police
Station Nagrota and
SSP Jammu but when
the police authorities
did not register FIR
against the accused
persons, Vilakshan
Singh filed application
before the Court seek-
ing directions. to the
SHO Nagrota to register
FIR against the accused
persons.

The Sub-Judge
Jammu called an action
taken report from the
Police authorities and
also considered the
objections filed by Vilak-
shan Singh to the said
report. After consider-
ing the said report and
objections, the Sub-
Judge Jammu directed
the SHO Nagrota to
register FIR against
the accused persons
who included Harsh
Dev Singh and his wife
Maniju Singh.

Environmental Sciences
Deptt organises “Wealth
Out of Waste” activity under
Viksit Bharat@2047

Top News Report

KATHUA, Dec 20:
Under the aegis of Viksit
Bharat@2047, Depart-
ment of Environmental
Sciences of Govt. Degree
College Kathua, orga-
nized an exhibition on
the theme “Wealth Out
of Waste.” The event
was organised under the
guidance ofProf. Seema
Mir,worthyprincipal of
the college.This initiative
aligns seamlessly with
the national movement,
Viksit Bharat@2047,
which envisions a holis-
tic and sustainable India
by 2047.

Around 40 students
participated in the event
and displayed the artis-
tic creations made from
recycled materials.

The motive of the activ-
ity is to inculcate the
values like preservation,
recycling reuse reduce
etc. in the young hearts
and minds of the stu-
dents.

This is an effort towards
fostering sustainable
practices and environ-
mental consciousness

among students and to
promoting innovative
solutions for waste man-
agement by encouraging
the students and commu-
nity to play an active role
in building a greener and
cleaner future.

The event was coor-
dinated by Prof. Surbhi
Gupta and Prof. Arvind
Kumar faculty Environ-
mental Sciences.

Prof. Arvind Kumar
briefed the students
about the role of sus-
tainability in the present
scenario and how each
one of us can contribute
in this noble cause. Prof.
Seema Mir appreciated
the effort and congratu-
lated the students and
urged them to register
themselves on the www.
mygov.in and share their
ideas for Viksit Bharat.

The event was graced
by Dr. Yash Pal Sharma
(HoD Urdu), Prof. Shivani
Sharma (NSS P.O), Dr.
Daya Ram , Dr. Anil
Verma, Dr. Jagmohan
Sharma, Dr. Sunil Dutt
Sharma, Prof. Meena
and various other faculty
members of the college.

Strengthen hands of PM Modi in impending

2024 Lok Sabha polls: Raj Rattan

People reaping benefits of Central Sponsored schemes

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: Fol-
lowing a recent visit
to the hilly areas of
Kishtwar, Bhadarwah,
Rajouri, and Poonch,
senior BJP leader Raj
Rattan Raina expressed
strong sentiment of
public satisfaction with
the government’s efforts
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Raina, who interacted
extensively with locals
during his visit, report-
ed a widespread sense
of happiness with the
current administration,
particularly with the
momentous decision to
abrogate Article 370.

“From my conversa-
tions with the people,
it is clear that there is
an overwhelming sense
of satisfaction with the
progress made under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi,” stated Raina.

He noted that locals
spoke favorably of
numerous develop-
ment initiatives aimed
at enhancing infra-

structure, boostlng the
economy, and improving
overall living standards
in the region.

He said people reaping
benefits of central Spon-
sored schems initiated
by Modi government for
their welfare.

Raina specifically
highlighted the positive
impact of Article 370’s
abrogation, which he
believes has paved the
way for faster integration
of Jammu and Kashmir
with the mainstream of
India.

“This historic deci-
sion has opened doors
for greater investment,
improved governance,
and a brighter future for
the people of J&K,” he

asserted.

In light of the positive
feedback he received
during his visit, Raina
urged the citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir to
strengthen the hands
of Prime Minister Modi
in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections sched-
uled for 2024.

“Continued leadership
under PM Modi is cru-
cial to ensure sustained
development and prog-
ress for our region,” he
emphasised.

“By ensuring a deci-
sive victory for the BJP
in the next elections, we
can collectively secure a
future of prosperity and
peace for Jammu and
Kashmir,” he added.

Raina’s visit serves as
a valuable indicator of
the positive sentiment
currently prevailing in
the hilly areas of Jammu
and Kashmir. His call for
renewed support for the
Modi government in the
2024 elections further
underlines the BJP’s
confidence in its devel-
opment agenda for the
region.

Top News Report

POONCH, Dec 20: The
Students of the Depart-
ment of Sericulture,
Poonch Campus leaves
for an enriching educa-
tional tour to South India,
starting from December
18th and concluding on
December 31, 2023.

The tour aims to provide
students with a unique
opportunity to enhance
their knowledge and
practical understanding
of Sericulture in different
regions.

Prof. Rakesh Vaid,
the Director of Poonch
Campus, conveyed his
best wishes to the stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers undertaking this edu-
cational journey.

In a message, Prof.
Rakesh Vaid expressed
his confidence that the
tour would be a valuable
experience for all par-
ticipants, offering them
insights into the diverse
aspects of Sericulture
prevalent in South India.

Campus Officer Dr.
Rubia Bukhari also
extended her best
wishes, expressing hope
that the students would
greatly benefit from the
educational tour.

Dr. Bukhari emphasized
the importance of experi-
ential learning and practi-
cal exposure in shaping
the academic and pro-
fessional growth of the
students.

Accompanying the
students on this educa-

tional expeditions are
faculty members from
the Department of Seri-
culture Dr. Jyoty Angotra
and Kalpna Sudan.

Their expertise and
guidance are expected
to enhance the educa-
tional value of the tour,
providing students with
a well-rounded learning
experience.

The educational tour
itinerary includes visits
to prominent Sericulture
Research Institutes and
Centers, Silk reeling fac-
tories, Silk Markets and
interactions with industry
experts in South India.
Participants will have
the opportunity to wit-
ness firsthand the latest
advancements in Sericul-
ture, fostering a deeper
understanding of the sub-
ject.

As the students embark
on this educational jour-
ney, the Department of
Sericulture at Poonch
Campus remains com-
mitted to providing holistic
learning experiences that
prepare students for the
challenges and opportu-
nities in their chosen field.

Top News Report

HIRANAGAR, Dec 20:
GLDM Govt. Degree
College Hiranagar
released its Newsletter
(Quality Reporter) for
the months October to
December, 2023 here
on Wednesday under
the patronage of worthy
Principal Dr. Pragya
Khanna.

Quality Reporter of the
college covers various
activities conducted by
various departments of
the college, National
Service Scheme(NSS)
Institution Innova-
tion council (IIC) , Eco
Club, Red Ribbon club

etc. The QR was type-
set and compiled by
Mahima Sharma under
the guidance of Dr.
Rajesh Kumar Sharma,
Convener IQAC.

The main highlight of
the issue of QR were-
Two days International
Conference entitled
Interdisciplinary Prob-
abilities in Music, Ten
days skill Develop-
ment program for stu-
dents in collaboration
with Bombay stock
exchange, Constitu-
tion Day celebrations,
Vigilance Awareness
week, Wild life conser-
vation Week, Gandhi
Jayanti celebrations,

GLDM GDC Hiranagar releases
its Newsletter

All the above programs
were conducted under
the bannership of Viksit
Bharat 2047 .

Principal Dr. Pragya
Khanna apprised the
faculty and encouraged
them to conduct more
such events in future
beneficed for students
in particular and institu-
tion in general.

Senior faculty mem-
bers Prof. Bindu
Sharma, Dr. Poonam
Kamotra, Dr. Ashok
Kumar, Dr. Anupma
Arora, Prof. Rakesh
Sharma, and Prof.
Gurdyal along with all
members of IQAC also
graced the occasion.

KDP wing of DPAP holds held meeting at Jagti

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: The Kashmiri Dis-
placed People (KDP) Wing of DPAP
Leaders Sanjay Dhar President, Piaray
Lal Pandita Chairman, Raj Kumar Ticku
General Secretary, Daizy Dhar Mahila
President, Renu Razdan, Working Vice
President /Secy Mabhila Wing (J&K),
Anjali Pandita Mahila Wing Unit Presi-
dent Jagti, Sanjna Sher Unit Vice Presi-
dent Jagti, Ravender Singh Secretary,
Charanjeet Singh Publicity Secretary,
Naveen Gosani Youth President, Rahul
Raina Youth Vice President, convened
a party meeting at displaced Camp,
Jagti in which a large number of mahila
Members from Jagti joined in our KDP

Wing DPAP J&K.

inmates redressed and every attempt
shall be made to mitigate their few suf-
ferings faced by them in day to day life.

The Leaders assured the gathering to
put forth all these problems/demands
before the Concerned Authorities in due
course of time for consideration on pri-

Gudi, Asha, Pooja Jamwal, Usha Devi,
Vaishali Billoria, Suhani Bindru, Jyoti
Devi and so many others.

The leaders apprised the gathering
regarding manifesto of development
and good governance of the Party when

The members who joined today include

it comes to Power.

The gathering patiently heard the sym-
bolic ideology of the Party under leader-
ship of Ghulam Nabi Azad Sahib and
the Leaders assured the gathering to
get the usual problems faced by Camp

ority basis.

The gathering thanked the Leaders
of Kashmiri Displaced People Wing for
listening to the problems on spot and
promised to strengthen the Party hold.
Some decisions regarding preparation
of readily available data regarding low
educated/Highly educated/overaged
youth of Kashmiri Displaced Hindus,
in coming days for further knowledge
of the Govt. to create employment
avenues.

Mahila Morcha committed to work for empowering the women: Divya Jain

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Mahila Morcha Jammu South
held its monthly meeting at the
BJP office in Kachi Chawni

here on Wednesday.

The meeting was held under
the headship of the Mahila
Morcha Jammu South Presi-

dent, Divya Jain.

The meeting was chaired by
distinguished guests, including
Jammu District Prabhari Amit
Sharma and She Prabhari
JKUT Mahila Morcha Geetan-

jali Mahajan.

The team was lauded for
their dedicated efforts and the
successful programs orga-
nized by the Zila team mem-
bers and Mandal Adhyakshas

along with their teams.

A detailed discussion took

place on upcoming programs
and initiatives, with a special
focus on the Vishawkarma
scheme.

Divya Jain, Mahila Morcha
Jammu South President,
stated, “We are grateful for the
leadership and guidance of our
esteemed guests. Our team
has been working tirelessly to

empower women and contrib-
ute to the development of our
region. We are confident that
our upcoming programs will be
even more successful, and we
are committed to serving the
community with dedication.”
Divya Jain asserted that the
BJP Mahila Morcha Jammu
South is committed to working

South, she added.

towards the empowerment of
women and the development
of the region. With the support
of our dedicated team and
guidance from senior leaders,
the Mahila Morcha is confi-
dent in achieving its goals and
making a positive impact on
the lives of women in Jammu

Amit Sharma, Jammu District
Prabhari, expressed his appre-
ciation for the Mahila Morcha’s
efforts and emphasized the
importance of women’s par-
ticipation in various spheres of
life. He said, “The BJP govern-
ment is committed to women'’s
empowerment, and we are
proud to have such a dedicat-
ed team working towards this
goal in Jammu South.”

Geetanjali Mahajan, Seh
Prabhari JKUT Mahila Morcha,
highlighted the significance
of the Vishawkarma scheme
and encouraged the team to
actively promote it among the
target beneficiaries. She said,
“This scheme has the potential
to transform the lives of many
families, and we must work
together to ensure its success-
ful implementation.”
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As 2023 comes to a close, here’s rememhbering those actors, musicians and other

“alhirod Lipadrymy F

Hollywood stalwarts

Matthew Perry

Best known for playing Chandler Bing in all 10 sea-
sons of Friends, Matthew Perry was found dead at
his home in Los Angeles on October 28. He was 54.
The Emmy-nominated actor also appeared on shows
such as Go On and The Odd Couple, and in the films
Fools Rush In, The Whole Nine Yards, and 17 Again.
Perry participated in the long-awaited Friends reunion
in 2021, and later made headlines again with his 2022
memoir Friends, Lovers, and the Big Terrible Thing,
in which he opened up about his drug and alcohol
addictions.

Tina Turner

The legendary singer, songwriter and actress, known
as the ‘Queen of Rock ‘n’ Roll’, passed away after a
long iliness at her home near Zurich in Switzerland.
She was 83. The US-born star gave hitslike The Best,
Proud Mary, Private Dancer and What's Love Got to
Do With It.

Lisa Marie Presley

Lisa Marie Presley, singer-songwriter and daughter of
Elvis Presley, suffered a cardiac arrest and breathed
her last on January 12. She was 54. The only child of
Elvis and Priscilla Presley, Lisa’s debut album To Whom
It May Concern, reached number five on the Billboard
200 chart. Her second album Now What also made it
to the top 10.

Michael Gambon

Sir Michael Gambon, the Irish-born British actor
known for playing Dumbledore in the Harry Potter films,
died at age 82.

Bollywood biggies

Satish Kaushik

Veteran Bollywood actor Satish Kaushik passed away

Riry Snghk Beper

Sabien ik 2 Lt i deme ol

on March 9 after suffering a heart attack. He was 66. His
first film role was in the 1983 movie Masoom. Howver,
it was his role as the endearing Calendar in the 1987
classic Mr. India that established Satish Kaushik as a
household celebrity. He penned the screenplay for the
cult classic Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro, and directed popular
films like Roop Ki Rani Choron Ka Raja and Hum Aapke
Dil Mein Rehte Hain. He has directed and produced
several hit films, including Tere Naam and Milenge
Milenge.

Nitesh Pandey

Actor Nitesh Pandey, who was best known for his
role as Dheeraj Kapoor in Rupali Ganguly’s famous
TV drama Anupamaa, passed away on May 23. He
was 51. Nitesh appeared in shows such as Tejas, Man-
zilein Apani Apani, Saaya, Astitva Ek Prem Kahani and
Durgesh Nandini. He also acted in films like Badhaai
Do, Om Shanti Om and Khosla Ka Ghosla, among
others.

Javed Khan Amrohi

Javed Khan Amrohi, who appeared in many films,
including Satyam Shivam Sundaram, Woh 7 Din,
Tridev, Aashiqui, Andaaz Apna Apna, Ishq and Lagaan,
died on February 14 in Mumbai. He was 74.

Rio Kapadia

In his career, Rio appeared in films like Happy New
Year, Khuda Hafiz, Mardaani, Dil Chahta Hai, and daily
soaps like Sapne Suhane Ladakpan Ke, Kyunki Saas
Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi, as also the web series Made In
Heaven Season 2. He died on September 14. Rio was
66.

Vaibhavi Upadhyay

From working in TV shows such as Left Right Lefft,
CID, and Ishq Kills, to movies like City Lights, Vaibhavi
Upadhyay became a household name with her role
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as Jasmine Mavani in the 2017 sitcom Sarabhai vs
Sarabhai. Vaibhavi also worked alongside Deepika
Padukone in the 2020 film Chhapaak. She was seen
in the web series Zero KMS. The actress lost her life
in a car accident in May. She was 38.

Junior Mehmood

Junior Mehmood had featured in over 200 films in
different languages. He was best known for movies
like Brahmachari (1968), Mera Naam Joker (1970),
Parvarish (1977), and Do Aur Do Paanch (1980). He
was battling with stage four cancer and passed away
in Mumbai on December 8. He was 67.

Pradeep Sarkar

Noted Bengali director Pradeep Sarkar made his
debut in the Hindi film industry with the screen adapta-
tion of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay’s Parineeta. His
last directorial on the big screen was Helicopter Eela.
He died on March 24 at the age of 67.

Pamela Chopra

Renowned filmmaker Aditya Chopra’s mother Pamela
passed away on April 20. She was 74. She was last
seen on the Netflix special documentary based on YRF
titted The Romantics.

Gufi Paintal

Veteran actor Gufi Paintal was best known for
appearing as Shakuni mama in BR Chopra’s TV serial
Mahabharat. Gufi was also seen in Bahadur Shah
Zafar, Kanoon, Om Namah Shivay, CID, Ssshhhh...Koi
Hai, Dwarkadheesh Bhagwaan Shree Krishn, Radha
Krishn and Jay Kaniyalal Ki. His film credits include
Rafoo Chakkar, Dillagi, Desh Pardesh and Suhaag. He
passed away on June 5. Paintal was 78.

Rajkumar Kohli

The veteran director was known for his films like
Lootera, Jaani Dushman: Ek Anokhi Kahaani, Raaj

Tilak, Naagin, Badle Ki Aag and Pati Patni Aur Tawaif.
Kohli died of a heart attack on November 24. He was
93.

Aditya Singh Rajput

Actor Aditya Singh Rajput, who was seen in real-
ity shows such as Splitsvilla 9, Love, Aashiqui, Code
Red, Aawaz Season 9 and Bad Boy Season 4, died in
Mumbai on May 22. He was 32.

City luminaries

BN Goswamy

Art historian and critic Brijinder Nath Goswamy,
a revered name in the art circles, passed away on
November 17. He was 90. A scholar of miniature paint-
ings, he authored more than 26 books on subjects like
Pahari paintings, miniature paintings, court painters,
among others. The Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan
awardee called himself an ‘accidental art historian’, as
he gave up his role in civil services to pursue a career
in the field of Indian miniature paintings.

Surinder Shinda

Popular Punjabi singer Surinder Shinda, described
as the ‘grandfather of music on console’, died on July
26 due to multi-organ failure. He was 64. Shinda was a
known for songs such as Jatt Jeona Morh, Putt Jattan
De, Truck Billiya, Balbiro Bhabhi, and Kaher Singh
Di Mout. He is said to have taught music to Amar
Singh Chamkila, Maninder Shinda and Gill Hardeep.
Known for singing in Kali style, he was given a Lifetime
Achievement Award at 2013 Brit Asia TV Music Awards.

Mangal Singh Dhillon

Buniyaad actor Mangal Singh Dhillon died of cancer
on June 11. He was 65. The Faridkot-based was also
part of several projects, including Junoon, Khoon Bhari
Maang, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Azaad Desh Ke
Gulam etc.

Taylor Swift booed by US football fans

as she cheers for b

Singer Taylor Swift
was booed by Ameri-
can football fans as she
cheered for boyfriend
Travis Kelce.

Swift was booed by
New England fans at
Sunday’s Chiefs vs.
Patriots game as she
cheered for boyfriend
Travis Kelce and she
handled the situation.

“Gillette Stadium is
the most joyful place on
Earth’ - Taylor Swift,” a
message on the Jum-
botron read, before a
wave of boos poured
out around the stadium,
reports people.com.

In response, Swift, 34,
kept it cool by smiling,
waving and blowing a
kiss to the audience,
according to a video
shared on X, formerly
known as Twitter.

In her Times 2023
Person of the Year inter-

view earlier this month,
Swift opened up about
the impact she’s made

34, at his games.

“I don’t know how they
know what suite I'm in.
There’s a camera, like,
a half-mile away, and
you don’t know where
it is, and you have no
idea when the camera is
putting you in the broad-
cast, so | don’t know if
I'm being shown 17
times or once,” she said.

But “I'm just there to
support Travis,” the
‘Blank Space’ hit maker
added.

“I have no awareness
of if 'm being shown too
much and pissing off a
few dads, Brads and
Chads.”

Her appreciation for
the game itself has also
evolved since she and
Kelce began dating.

“Football is awesome,
it turns out,” Swift said.

“I've been missing out
my whole life.”

on the NFL and the new-
found attention as she
cheers on Kelce, also

Julia Roberts talks about the plot for
a Pretty Woman sequel

Actress Julia Rob-
erts believes her Pretty
Woman co-star Rich-
ard Gere’s character,
Edward, died after the
end of the film! Rob-
erts in the 1990 film
played a prostitute
named Vivienne oppo-
site Gere, who essayed
a businessman called
Edward. He falls in love
with her and helps her
get off the street.

“I think he Edward
passed away peacefully
in his sleep from a heart
attack, smiling. And now
she runs his business,”
she said on CBS Morn-
ings.

The actors reunited
almost a decade later
for 1999’s Runaway
Bride and Roberts said
the couple in that movie
get a happier ending.
The host asked: “Your
character Maggie liter-

ally rides off into the
sunset with Richard
Gere after leaving four
other men at the altar.
What happens to her?”

The actress then
replied: “They stay
together. He doesn’t die
in this one. They’re going
to stay together.”Asked
about her movie star
character from Notting
Hill,” who fell for a book-
store own er played by
Hugh Grant, Roberts
said: “She’s retired. She
has six children and has
maintained her waist
size amazingly. Anna
has also traded glamor-
ous film sets for quiet
days behind a shop
counter.

William runs the
bookshop still and now
there’s a little knitting
annex next to the book-
shop that Anna runs.”

It’s party time

for Karishma Tanna
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heart of Mumbai’s celeb
hotspot, Bandra. The
stage was set for an
unforgettable evening

Tanna
recently hosted a pre-
birthday bash at a fine-
dining restaurant in the

Karishma

as the actress, who
is set to celebrate her
birthday on December
21, brought together a
star-studded guest list
from the industry.
Among the A-list
attendees were Khushi
Kapoor, Chunky Pandey
and wife Bhavna, Sonal
Chauhan, Siddhanth
Chaturvedi, Nupur —
Sanon, Sussanne

Scary moment for TV
actress Chhavi Mittal as
her hair catches fire

Actress Chhavi Mittal recently talked about an inci-

Saiyami Kher took
mixed martial arts train-
ing for her role in the
third season of Special
Ops.

Speaking about it,
Saiyami said, “I always
love shooting for an
action project. | have
gone through MMA
training for my film with
Nagarjuna sir | did 2

Khan, Jackie Shroff,
and others. Karishma
stole the spotlight
with her high-fashion
ensemble—a Balenci-
aga dress that defined
glamour. The white satin
dress adorned with the
iconic fashion house’s
logo showcased Karish-
ma’s flair for style.

The outfit was elegant-
ly cinched with a black
belt and paired with chic
black boots.

dent where her hair caught fire while she was filming.

She posted a video of the incident on Instagram,
calling it the “scariest” thing that has ever happened
to her. She stated in the article that mishaps happen on
set, but she also stressed how scared she was when
her hair caught fire.

Chhavi expressed her heartfelt gratitude towards
Karan Grover for saving her life by extinguishing the
fire with his bare hands. The actress gave a first-hand
account of the unexpected and terrifying encounter
in a Vlog that she also published when it happened.

Chhavi’s fans and well-wishers were concerned for
her as they posted comments like, “Thank God you
are safe, Hope you're OK”. Another user wrote, “Be
very careful, this year seems to be red zone for you...
but at least it's going to end soon.”

years ago. It's always
special coming back
to Special Ops. It's a
show that received a
lot of love when the
first season came out.
So, it gets bigger and
better this time around.
We have a great set
of action directors on
board. | hope this gets
me a full-fledged action
role soon.”

Special Ops universe
is created by Neeraj

Saiyami Kher undergoes mixed
martial arts training for Special
Ops Season 3

Meanwhile, Saiyami is
basking in the success
of Ghoomer.

Pandey. It also features
Kay Kay Menon, Karan
Tacker and Divya Dultta.
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Will not tolerate any insult to Parliament, post of
Vice President: Jagdeep Dhankhar on mimicry row

In the Rajya Sabha, the chairman says the act of mimicking him and its videography have caused an

‘insult’ to the honour of the post of the Vice President, the farmers and his own community,

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Wednes-
day said he would not tolerate
any insult to Parliament and the
post of Vice President while
expressing deep anguish over
a TMC MP mimicking him in
Parliament complex and a Con-
gress MP recording the act.

In the Rajya Sabha, the chair-
man said the act of mimicking
him and its videography had
caused an “insult” to the honour
of the post of the Vice Presi-
dent, the farmers and his own

community.

When the House met at 11.45

am after the third adjournment,
Dhankhar expressed anguish
over Tuesday’s incident and

asked the Congress party,
including Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge, to ponder

over it.

‘I am not bothered if anyone
insults Jagdeep Dhankhar but
| cannot bear that | could not
protect the honour of my post. It
is my duty to protect the honour
of the House,” Dhankhar said.

“You cannot imagine what
has happened. Such a big inci-
dent took place. The post was
disrespected. The farmers’
community was insulted. My
community was insulted, and
you are silent,” he said before
adjourning the House proceed-
ings again for about 15 minutes.

Earlier, the Rajya Sabha pro-
ceedings were adjourned thrice.

PM Modi, too, used to mimic opposition leaders in Lok

Sabha, why make it an issue now: TMC MP Kalyan Baner_]ee

NEW DELHI, Dec 20
(Agencies): Under fire
from the members in
the Treasury and the
BJP-led Centre over his
mock impersonation of
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
the Parliament com-
plex, suspended TMC
MP Kalyan Banerjee
on Wednesday clari-
fied his conduct saying
he did not intend to hurt
anyone.

A video went viral ear-
lier showing Banerjee
mimicking Dhankhar’s
mannerisms and physi-

UP physiotherapist arrested for stabbing wife 18 times

The man and his wife used to argue and fight regularly over the woman’s extramarital affair

LUCKNOW, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): A physiotherapist, who
stabbed his wife 18 times and
fled the scene about a fortnight
ago, has finally been arrested,

police said today.

Anandeshwar Agrahari was
arrested near Krishna Nagar

area of Lucknow.

Rahul Raj, deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP), said that
with the arrest of the 38-year-
old man and a father of two,
Lucknow police had solved the
brutal killing of the woman in
which a case was registered
under Section 302 (murder) of
the IPC on the complaint of the

cal limitations during a
protest by the suspend-
ed Opposition members
on the stairs of Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

The viral clip drew
sharp condemnation
from the ruling BJP. The
chairman of the Upper
House, too, took a seri-
ous view of the mim-
icry and expressed his
anguish over it.

Addressing reporters
on Wednesday, Baner-
jee said, “I did not intend
to hurt anyone. | do not
know why he is taking
this on himself. Does he

act like this in the Rajya
Sabha?”

He added that he
respects the Vice Presi-
dent as they both belong
to the same profession
-- law.

“I respect Dhankar
Sahib a lot. He'’s also
a senior advocate, I'm
too. I've great respect
for Dhankar-ji. First, he
belongs in the same
profession as me, and
second, because he
was formerly a gover-
nor (of West Bengal). He
is our Vice President,”

Banerjee said.

Also, hitting out at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the TMC MP said,
“Even the PM mimicked
Opposition leaders in
the Lok Sabha between

2014 and 2019. He did
it. But everyone took it
as harmless humour,
not seriously. Now, if
they are taking it seri-
ously in my case, | can’'t
help it.”

‘Ready to look into it’; PM Modi reacts
to Khalistani leader Gurpatwant
Pannun’s ‘murder plot’ in US

NN
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NEW DELHI, Dec 20
(Agencies): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
has for the first time
responded to the claims
made by the US of an
Indian link to an alleged
foiled assassination plot
against India-designat-
ed terrorist Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, and said
that he would “look into”
any evidence, adding
that “a few incidents”
would not affect the US-
India ties.

“If someone gives us
any information, we
would definitely look
into it,” Modi said in
an interview with the
UK-based newspaper
‘Financial Times'.

“If a citizen of ours has

done anything good or
bad, we are ready to
look into it. Our com-
mitment is to the rule of
law,” the Prime Minister
said.

Pannun, who was
declared a ‘designated
individual terrorist’ by
the Government of India
on July 1, 2020, has
been actively exhorting
Punjab-based gang-
sters and youth over
social media to fight for
the cause of Khalistan,
challenging the sov-
ereignty, integrity and
security of the country,
NIA investigations have
shown.

Pannun has been
under the NIAlens since

2019 when the anti-ter-
ror agency registered its
first case against him.
Meanwhile, Prime Min-
ister Modi also raised
concerns over extremist
activities, and said, India
was “deeply concerned
about the activities of
certain extremist groups
based overseas”,
adding, “These ele-
ments, under the guise
of freedom of expres-
sion, have engaged in
intimidation and incited

violence,” Financial
Times reported.
He said, “There is

strong bipartisan sup-
port for the strengthen-
ing of this relationship,
which is a clear indicator
of a mature and stable
partnership.”

“Security and counter-
terrorism cooperation
has been a key compo-
nent of our partnership,”
he told the FT.

“I don’t think it is appro-
priate to link a few inci-
dents with diplomatic
relations between the
two countries,” Modi
added.

Man Kkills wife, slashes neck with
sword-like weapon after fight
over making tea

GHAZIABAD, Dec

and money-related disputes

the DCP.

“The man gave his wife’s affair
as one of the reasons for their
regular arguments and fights.
They also had frequent disputes
over money-related problems,”
the DCP said, adding that the
man is an alcoholic and addict-

ed to betting.

victim’s brother, Aman Sahu, at

the Thakurganj police station.
“The knife used in the crime

has also been recovered,” said

While giving the sequence of
events during the police inter-
rogation, the man said that he
and his wife used to get into
arguments over multiple issues,

officer.

mother’s screams.

including an extramarital affair
and dispute over money.

“The argument took a violent
turn on December 4, and he first
cuffed his wife’s hands and legs
then stabbed her 18 times using
a kitchen knife,” said the police

The man told the police that he
chose the perfect time to kill her
-- when his elder son, Tanishq,
who is differently abled and
cannot speak, was sleeping. In
his sleep, he could not hear his

His younger son, Shaurya, 9,
was in school. When he went to
get Shaurya from school, he fed

fled from the scene.

Roshan Nagar.

him sedatives on the way home.
Shaurya fell asleep as soon as
he reached home. Later, Anand The incident hap-

The victim, Sandhya Sahu,
was discovered murdered
with multiple stab wounds on
December 5 in Lucknow’s

The incident came to light
when the victim’s mother,
Kamla, visited the residence
and discovered Sandhya’s body.

Anand and Sandhya, who had
a love marriage 15 years ago,
resided in Roshan Nagar with
their sons Tanishg and Shaurya.

20 (Agencies): A man
allegedly stabbed his
wife to death after an
argument over making
tea in Ghaziabad. He
was arrested after his
son filed a complaint
with the police in con-
nection with the case.

pened around 8 am on
Tuesday when an argu-
ment broke out between
Dharmveer and his
wife Sundari (50) over
making tea.

The argument esca-
lated and Dharmveer
attacked his wife on
the neck three to four
times with a sword-like
weapon kept at home.
He then fled the scene.

Upon receiving infor-
mation about the inci-

dent, police arrived at
the scene and sent the
body for post-mortem.
Subsequently, a case
was registered based on
a complaint filed by the
woman'’s son, following
which Dharmveer was
arrested.

“We received informa-
tion about the murder of
a 50-year-old woman
in Fazalgarh village, at

around 8 am on Decem-
ber 19. The accused had
killed her with a sharp
weapon kept at home.
A case has been reg-
istered under relevant
sections on the com-
plaint of the woman'’s
son and the accused
is being taken into cus-
tody for further legal
proceedings,” a senior
police official said today.

Ugandan woman
held at Mumbai
airport with cocaine
worth Rs 8.9 crore

MUMBAI,
(Agencies): A Ugan-
dan woman has been
arrested at the Mumbai
international airport
after she was found to
be carrying cocaine
worth Rs 8.9 crore
concealed in her hair
wig and undergarment,
a DRI official said on
Wednesday.

Based on a spe-
cific information, the
Mumbai zonal unit
of the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) laid a trap at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport here on Tues-
day and apprehended
the woman passenger
when she arrived from
Entebbe via Nairobi, the
official said.

Initially, the DRI
sleuths did not recover
anything on search-

Dec 20

ing her luggage. But
when they checked the
hair wig and bra pads
worn by the woman,
they found 890 gm of
cocaine concealed in
them, he said.

The Ugandan national
was trying to smuggle
the narcotic substance
by adopting unusual
modus operandi, which
made the recovery chal-
lenging, the official said.

After interrogation, the
passenger was placed
under arrest, he said.

The apex anti-smug-
gling agency has busted
numerous modus ope-
randi adopted by smug-
glers, ranging from
methods like conceal-
ment of drug in sanitary
pads, liquid cocaine in
whisky bottle, cocaine in
moisturiser bottles, etc,
he added.

Maharashtra man stabs wife, in-laws
to death over adultery suspicion

KALAMB, Dec 20 (Agencies): A
man from Maharashtra’s Yavatmal
has been arrested for stabbing his
wife, father-in-law, and two of her
brothers-in-law to death over sus-
picion of adultery.

Police said the accused, Govind
Pawar, allegedly stabbed his wife,
Rekha Govind Pawar, father-in-

law Pandit Ghosle, and brothers-
in-law Gyaneshwar Ghosle and
Sunil Ghosle to death at Kalamb
on Tuesday night over infidelity
suspicion.

Pawar’s mother-in-law Rukhma
Ghosle also suffered serious inju-
ries in the attack, police added.

Superintendent of Police (SP)

Yavatmal Pawan Bansod said
Govind Pawar was tracked and
arrested by Kalamb police.

The bodies have been sent for
post-mortem examinations and
the police were investigating the
matter.

The accused will be produced in
court soon.

Delhi Police tracks down four suspects in
deepfake case of actor Rashmika Mandanna

NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (Agencies):
Four suspects involved in upload-
ing a deepfake video of actor
Rashmika Mandana online have
been tracked and the hunt is on
to nab the main conspirator, police
said on Wednesday.

However, the four suspects
turned out to be uploaders, not
creators, the police said, adding
that they were looking for the key
conspirator in the case.

Out of the four suspects, three
have been tracked based on the
details provided by Meta, the
company that owns and operates
social media platforms like Face-
book, Instagram and WhatsApp.

The investigation encountered an
obstacle since the accused had
reportedly removed and deleted
information from their accounts,
making it difficult for authorities
to locate them. The Delhi Police’s
cyber experts are currently search-
ing for the key conspirator behind
the post.

The deepfake videos featuring
the actor were likely uploaded
using a fake identity, and the use

of a Virtual Private Network (VPN)
adds another layer of difficulty in
tracking the perpetrator.

It's been a month since the Delhi
Police registered a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) at the Special
Cell in connection with the deep-
fake Al-generated video of actress
Rashmika Mandana.

Earlier, the Delhi Commission
for Women had also sought action
over the deepfake video of actress
Rashmika Mandana, which circu-
lated widely on social media plat-
forms

Union Minister for Communica-
tions, Electronics and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on November 18
that notices were issued to all
social media platforms directing
them to take necessary steps to
identify and remove such content.

Delhi Police IFSO (Internet Free-
dom and Safety for Online Users)
unit earlier sent a letter to Meta
(formerly Facebook) but the social
media company responded by
expressing its inability to provide
details of the deleted account.

The sources informed that the

police are awaiting a reply from
GoDaddy (a publicly traded inter-
net domain registry) since a simi-
lar profile was also made through
GoDaddy.

Highlighting the danger of deep-
fakes, Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
November 18 during an interac-
tion with the media, “Deepfake is a
big issue for all of us. We recently
issued notices to all the big social
media forms, asking them to take
steps to identify deepfakes, to
remove those content.The social
media platforms have responded.
They are taking action. We have
told them to be more aggressive
in this work.”

On November 6, a modified video
of actor Rashmika Mandanna
appeared online, sparking discus-
sions about digital safety. In the
viral video, it can be seen that a
woman resembling the actress
Rashmika was entering a lift wear-
ing a black swimsuit.

The video quickly went viral and
several social media users came
forward to confirm that it was a
deepfake.

Cop crushed
to death by car

carrying
liquor in

BEGUSARAI, Dec 20
(Agencies): A police
official was killed and
another one sustained
injuries in Bihar’s Begu-
sarai district early on
Wednesday after being
hit by a car which they
tried to intercept.

They were trying to
stop the vehicle after
receiving a tip-off that
it was carrying liquor in
violation of the state’s
stringent prohibition
law, a senior official
said.

According to a state-
ment issued by Begu-
sarai Superintendent
of Police Yogendra
Kumar, sub-inspector
Khamas Chaudhary
(52) was posted at
Naavkothi Police Sta-
tion where information
reached that a car car-

illicit
Bihar

rying liquor was pass-
ing by.

Consequently, Chaud-
hary took three home
guard personnel along
and rushed to a bridge
on the Budhi Gandak
River to intercept the
car.

The driver, however,
sped away, knocking
down Chaudhary, who
died on the spot, and a
home guard jawan, who
has been admitted to a
hospital.

The SP said a team,
headed by Sub Divi-
sional Police Officer
Chandan Kumar, has
been set up, to nab all
the culprits involved in
the crime.

The owner of the car
has been tracked down
and arrested, the SP
added.
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Death toll in China’s earthquake rises to 131;
victims pulled to safety in suhfreezing weather

980 injured, 16 missing in quake-hit area; high altitude, complex terrain challenge rescuers

HAIDONG, QINGHAI, Dec
20 (Agencies): Braving below-
freezing conditions, rescu-
ers pulled to safety victims of
an earthquake that rocked a
remote area in China’s north-
western Gansu province more
than a day ago, while survivors
faced months of uncertainty
ahead without permanent shel-
ter.

The 6.2-magnitude earth-
quake jolted Jishishan county
near the border straddling
Gansu and Qinghai provinces
a minute before midnight on
Monday, sending frightened
residents out of homes into the
cold in the dead of the night,
damaging roads, power and
water lines as well as agricul-
tural production facilities, and
triggering land and mudslides.

In Gansu, 113 people had
been found dead as of 9 a.m.
on Wednesday (0100 GMT),
and 782 were injured, authori-
ties said.

The death toll in neighbouring
Qinghai province rose to 18 with
198 injured as of 5:30 a.m. on
Wednesday.

Seventy-eight people have
been found alive in Gansu,
where rescue operations ended
on Tuesday afternoon, Chinese
media said, as focus shifted to
treating the wounded and reset-
tling residents as a months-long
winter loomed.

It was not immediately clear
whether the search in Qinghai
had ended or not.

In Gansu, more than 207,000
homes were wrecked and nearly
15,000 houses collapsed, affect-
ing more than 145,000 people.

More than 128,000 emer-
gency supply items including
tents, quilts, tent lights and fold-
ing beds, were delivered while
food such as steamed buns and
instant noodles were provided to
the victims.

The quake-stricken area is
geographically a transition zone
between two plateaus, featuring
terrains of altitudes ranging from
1,800 to 4,300 metres (5,906 to
14,108 feet) with “very complex”
topography, CCTV said.

Recovery from Monday night's
earthquake has been further
challenged by the powerful cold
snap that has gripped most of
China since last week. Temper-
atures around the quake epicen-
tre in Gansu fell to about minus
15 degrees Celsius (5 degrees
Fahrenheit) on Tuesday night.

According to local media citing
researchers, people trapped
under rubble exposed to minus
10 C conditions without help run
the risk of developing hypother-
mia and may only be able to live
for five to 10 hours if uninjured.

In Qinghai’'s quake-hit Haid-
ong, Du Haiyi said his family
home had been completely lev-
elled.

The 21-year-old told Reuters
he had managed to save his
mother and 16-year-old sister,
who were trapped under debris
the night of the quake.

“My parents were pulled out
from underneath this, but | don’t
know how,” Du said. “We ran
to wherever we could.” Du,

an occasional labourer, said
his family of seven had slept
exposed to the elements with
neither sustenance nor ade-
quate covers, taking shelter in
a tent provided by the local gov-
ernment.

HOMELESS IN WINTER

Those who lost their homes
in the earthquake on Monday
had few options but to gather
in fields, burning wheat straw
for warmth. One family of seven
took refuge in a car for the night
as emergency tents were priori-
tised for the elderly and young,
Beijing Youth Daily reported.

Within 50 km of the epicentre
on the side of Qinghai province,
the earthquake affected 22
towns and villages, but of that,
two villages suffered the worst
damage.

The county of Minhe county
in Haidong earlier recorded 20
missing people from two vil-
lages, where a mudslide swept
through half-burying many build-
ings in brown silt. Search and
rescue operations and efforts
to resettle residents were com-
plicated as mud blocked main
roads, state media said, show-
ing footage of bulldozers claw-
ing through mud and rubble.

“We have prepared coats with

extra cotton, like military coats,
and then some things to keep
warm like heating equipment,”
said 21-year-old Wu Saying, a
rescue volunteer in Haidong.

Earthquakes are common in
provinces such as Gansu, lying
on the northeastern boundary of
the tectonically active Qinghai-
Tibetan plateau. China’s dead-
liest quake in recent decades
was in 2008 when a magnitude
8.0 temblor struck Sichuan, kill-
ing nearly 70,000 people.

AFTERSHOCKS

The freezing cold was not the
only concern weighing on rescu-
ers and working groups assess-
ing the situation.

The Gansu Provincial Seis-
mological Bureau said through
comprehensive analysis, strong
aftershocks of magnitude 5 were
still possible around the area in
the coming days, based on the
characteristics of the Monday
quake, historical seismic activity
and other factors.

The aftershocks will be close-
ly tracked so as to issue early
warnings, official news agency
Xinhua cited the bureau’s
deputy director as saying.

Wau, the volunteer, said villag-
ers whose homes were serious-
ly damaged were given tents.
He said he was worried about
aftershocks.

By early Wednesday, there
were two aftershocks of mag-
nitude 4.0 and above, and eight
of magnitude 3.0 and above,
China Earthquake Networks
Center said.

The quake in Gansu’s Jish-
ishan county was logged at
a depth of 10 km (6.2 miles),
which experts consider shallow.

Earthquakes with shallow focal
points can easily cause consid-
erable damage to the ground,
Xinhua reported citing a senior
engineer with the China Seis-
mological Network Center.

‘Soros-funded scheme backed
by crooked Biden’: Trump on

Colorado court ruling

WASHINGTON, Dec
20 (Agencies): Former
US President Donald
Trump on Wednesday
termed the Colorado
Supreme Court ruling
‘a scheme backed by
crooked (President)
Joe Biden to interfere
in an election’. The
former US President
also called Biden ‘a
threat to democracy’.

Trump’s remarks
came as the ruling dis-
qualified him from serv-
ing as US president
and stated he cannot
appear on the prima-
ry ballot in Colorado
because of his role in
the January 6, 2021
attack on the US Capi-
tol by his supporters.

“I's no wonder
crooked Joe Biden and
the far left group takes
a desperate to stop us
by any means neces-
sary. They are willing to
violate the US consti-

tutions at levels never
seen before, in order to
win this election,” Trump
said, speaking in lowa.

He further said, “Joe
Biden is a threat to
democracy... he's a
threat. They are weap-
onising law enforcement
for a high-level election
interference because
we are beating them so
badly.”

Trump’s campaign
also issued a state-
ment on the Colorado
Supreme Court ruling,
stating they would file
an appeal to the United
States Supreme Court
against the order.

Meanwhile, Republi-
can presidential aspi-
rant Vivek Ramaswamy
vowed to pull out of the
Colorado primary ballot
unless Trump is rein-
stated.

The verdict set up a
likely showdown in the
nation’s highest court

to decide whether the
front-runner for the GOP
nomination can remain
in the race.

The decision from a
court whose justices
were all appointed by
Democratic governors
marks the first time in
history that Section 3
of the 14th Amendment
has been used to dis-
qualify a presidential
candidate.

The Colorado court
concluded that the US
Constitution bars Trump,
the frontrunner for the
Republican nomination
in 2024, from appearing
on the ballot because of
his role in instigating vio-
lence at the Capitol as
lawmakers met to certify
the results of the 2020
election.

The court’s majority
acknowledged the deci-
sion was “uncharted ter-
ritory.”

“We do not reach these
conclusions lightly,” the
majority justices wrote.

“We are mindful of
the magnitude and
weight of the questions
now before us. We are
likewise mindful of our
solemn duty to apply
the law, without fear or
favor, and without being
swayed by public reac-
tion to the decisions
that the law mandates
we reach.”

UN resolution on Gaza hampered by issues important
to US: cessation of hostilities and aid monitors

UNITED NATIONS, Dec
20 (Agencies): The Security
Council’s adoption of a new UN
resolution to spur desperately
needed aid to Gaza has been
bogged down by two issues
important to the United States:
a reference to a cessation of
hostilities and putting the UN in
charge of inspecting trucks to
ensure they are actually carry-
ing humanitarian goods.

A vote on the Arab-sponsored
resolution, first postponed from
Monday, was pushed back
again until Wednesday as coun-
cil members continued intense
negotiations to avoid another
veto by the United States.

“We're still working through
the modalities of the resolution,”
US National Security Council
spokesperson John Kirby said
Tuesday afternoon when the
vote was still set for 5 p.m. “It's
important for us that the rest of
the world understand what’s at
stake here and what Hamas did
on the 7th of October and how
Israel has a right to defend itself
against those threats.”

It was cancelled as the US
asked for more time and is now
scheduled to take place after an
open council briefing followed

by closed consultations on the
UN political mission in Afghani-
stan on Wednesday morning.

The draft resolution on the
table on Monday morning called
for an “urgent and sustainable
cessation of hostilities,” but this
language was watered down
in a new draft circulated early
Tuesday.

It now “calls for the urgent sus-
pension of hostilities to allow
safe and unhindered humanitar-
ian access, and for urgent steps
towards a sustainable cessation
of hostilities.”

The United States in the past
has opposed language on a
cessation of hostilities, and dip-
lomats speaking on condition
of anonymity because discus-
sions have been private said
this remains an issue for the
Americans.

The resolution also calls for
UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres to establish a mecha-
nism for monitoring aid deliver-
ies to Gaza. The diplomats said
this is also an issue because
it bypasses the current Israeli
inspection of aid entering the
territory.

The US on December 8 vetoed
a Security Council resolution

backed by almost all other
council members and dozens
of other nations demanding an
immediate humanitarian cease-
fire in Gaza. The 193-member
General Assembly overwhelm-
ingly approved a similar reso-
lution on Dec. 12 by a vote of
153-10, with 23 abstentions.

In its first unified action on
November 15, with the US
abstaining, the Security Council
adopted a resolution calling for
“urgent and extended humani-
tarian pauses” in the fighting,
unhindered aid deliveries to
civilians and the unconditional
release of all hostages.

The United States has repeat-
edly called for condemnation
of Hamas’ October 7 surprise
attacks into southern lIsrael,
and recognition of Israel’s right
to self-defence, which have not
been included in any of the reso-
lutions that have been adopted
— or the latest draft before the
council.

Israeli President Isaac
Herzog said during a briefing
with ambassadors Tuesday
that Israel is “ready for another
humanitarian pause and addi-
tional humanitarian aid in order

to enable the release of hos-
tages.”

But Ambassador Lana Nus-
seibeh of the United Arab Emir-
ates, the Arab representative
on the 15-member council, said
Tuesday a new resolution had
to go “a little bit further” than the
November 15 resolution.

Security Council resolutions
are important because they are
legally binding, but in practice
many parties choose to ignore
the council’s requests for action.
General Assembly resolutions
are not legally binding, though
they are a significant barometer
of world opinion.

Nearly 20,000 Palestinians
have been killed, according to
the Gaza Health Ministry since
Israel declared war on Hamas
following its surprise attacks on
October 7 that killed about 1,200
people — mostly civilians. The
militants took about 240 hos-
tages back to Gaza.

Hamas controls the Gaza
Strip, and its Health Ministry
does not differentiate between
civilian and combatant deaths.
Thousands more Palestinians
lie buried under the rubble of
Gaza, the UN estimates.

Pakistani couple in Italy jailed for killing 18-year-old daughter

for rejecting arranged marriage

MILAN, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): A court in north-
ern ltaly convicted the
parents and an uncle
of an 18-year-Pakistani
woman of her murder in
Italy after she refused
her family’s demands to
marry a cousin in their
homeland.

Saman Abbas’ body
was dug up in November
2022 in an abandoned
farmhouse near the
fields where her father
worked in northern Italy,
a year and a half after
she was last seen alive
on surveillance video
walking near the same
fields with per parents.

Italian prosecutors
argued that she was
killed by her family on
May 1, 2021. Afew days
later, her parents flew
from Milan to Pakistan.

The parents, Shabbar
Abbas and Nazia Sha-
heen, were sentenced to
life in prison, while her
uncle, Danish Hasnain,
was handed a 14-year
prison term by a court
in Reggio Emilia. Two
cousins were found not
guilty and were released
from jail.

Abbas, who was extra-
dited from Pakistan in
August, professed his
innocence during a tear-

ful statement to the court
before deliberations.
His wife, Shaheen, was
tried in absentia and is
believed to be in Paki-
stan.

The trial was the most
high-profile of several
criminal investigations

in Italy in recent years
dealing with the slaying
or mistreatment of immi-
grant women or girls
who rebelled against
family insistence that
they marry someone
chosen for them.

An autopsy revealed
the young woman had
a broken neck bone,
possibly caused by
strangulation. She had
emigrated as a teen-
ager from Pakistan to a
farm town, Novellara, in
Italy’s northern region of
Emilia-Romagna.

She quickly embraced
Western ways, including

shedding her headscarf
and dating a young
man of her choice. In
one social media post,
she and her Pakistani
boyfriend were shown
kissing on a street in
the regional capital,
Bologna.

According to ltalian
investigators, that kiss
enraged Abbas’ parents,
who wanted her to marry
a cousin in Pakistan.

Abbas had reportedly
told her boyfriend that
she feared for her life,
because of her refusal
to marry an older man
in her homeland.

Doctor Gets 24 Years In Jail For His
Role In 1994 Rwandan Genocide

After a deliberation lasting nearly 15 hours, the
68-year-old former gynaecologist was found guilty of

genocide, crimes against humanity and participation in
a conspiracy to prepare those crimes.

PARIS, Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): A French courton
Wednesday sentenced
former Rwandan doctor
Sosthene Munyemana
to 24 years in prison
for his involvement in
the 1994 genocide of
Tutsis in his native East
African country.

After a deliberation
lasting nearly 15 hours,
the 68-year-old former
gynaecologist was
found guilty of geno-
cide, crimes against
humanity and participa-
tion in a conspiracy to
prepare those crimes.

He is the sixth sus-
pect to have faced trial
in France over the 1994
massacres in which
an estimated 800,000
Tutsis and moderate
Hutus died in 100 days
of mass killings.

The six-week-long
trial at the Assize Court
in Paris came nearly
three decades after
a complaint was filed
against Munyemana
in the southwestern
French city of Bordeaux
in 1995.

Munyemana, who was
impassive as the verdict
was handed down, was
immediately incarcer-
ated.

His lawyers said they
planned to appeal the
verdict, slamming the
court’s decision as
“unacceptable”. They
argued that major
contradictions in the
defence testimonies left
“room for doubt”.

The public prosecutor
had sought a sentence
of 30 years, arguing the
“sum total” of his choic-
es showed “the traits of
a genocidaire”.

Munyemana was
accused of helping
draft a letter of support
for the then interim gov-
ernment, which encour-
aged the massacre of
the Tutsis.

He was also accused
of helping set up road-
blocks to round people
up and keeping them
in inhumane conditions
in local government
offices before they were
killed in the southern
Rwandan prefecture of
Butare, where he lived
at the time.

During the trial, Muny-
emana repeatedly dis-
puted the accusations,
claiming he had been a
moderate Hutu who had
tried to “save” Tutsis by
offering them “refuge”
in local government
offices.

- ‘Organised and
steered the genocide’ -

Reading the verdict,
the judge said Muny-
emana was part of a
group that “prepared,
organised and steered
the genocide of the
Tutsis... on a daily
basis”.

After arriving in France
in September 1994,
where his wife was
already living, the father
of three rebuilt his life in
the country’s southwest,
first as an emergency
doctor and then as a
geriatrician.

He recently retired.

Munyemana was
close to Jean Kam-
banda, prime minister
of the interim govern-
ment established after
the plane carrying
then-president Juvenal
Habyarimana was shot
down by a missile in

1994.

Kambanda is currently
serving a life sentence
imposed by the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal
for Rwanda (ICTR) for
his role in the genocide.

Munyemana’s case is
the latest trial in France
of alleged participants in
the massacres, in which
around 800,000 people,
most of them ethnic
Tutsis, were slaughtered
over 100 days by Hutu
soldiers and extremist
militias, according to UN
figures.

France has been one
of the top destinations
for those implicated in
the Rwandan slaughter
fleeing justice at home.

It has long been under
pressure from activists
to act against suspect-
ed Rwandan perpetra-
tors who took refuge on
French soil.

The French govern-
ment at the time of the
genocide had been a
long-standing backer
of the Hutu regime in
power, a fact that has
caused decades of ten-
sions between the coun-
tries since.

Under President Paul
Kagame, Rwanda has
accused Paris of being
unwilling to extradite
genocide suspects or
bring them to justice.

Among those tried and
convicted in France are
a former spy chief, two
ex-mayors and a former
hotel chauffeur.
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JAMMU, Dec 20: Office for
International Affairs and Malvi-
ya Mission Teacher Training
Centre (MMTC), University
of Jammu organized one day
workshop on “Internationaliza-
tion of Higher Education”.

Prof Manisha Priyam, Advisor
Internationalization of Higher
Education initiatives at Univer-
sity of Jammu and Professor
of Education Policy at National
Institute of Education Planning
and Administration (NIEPA),
New Delhi was the keynote
speaker of the workshop.

In a thought-provoking ses-
sion, Prof Manisha explored the
nuances of Internationalization
in higher education, shedding
light on its significance and
potential impacts.

She highlighted that University
of Jammu has immense poten-
tial to emerge as a major center
for international students in the
Northern India because of its
strategic location and vibrant
landscape. During the lecture
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Professor Manisha highlighted
key strategies for effective
internationalization including
curriculum reorientation, fac-
ulty exchange programs and
partnership with institutions
worldwide.

She further underscored
the importance of creating a
diverse and inclusive environ-
ment that equips students with
the skills needed to thrive in an
international context.

To accomplish this goal
of internationalization and
increase the footprint of inter-
national students, she empha-
sized the identification of the
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key areas, where collaborations
for international research proj-
ects could be taken up.

Citing the examples of Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale and Sir M. Visvesva-
raya, she urged the University’s
faculty members to interact with
students on a regular basis and
to hone their persuasive abili-
ties in order to raise the edu-
cational system to the level of
worldwide standards.

Her lecture was followed by
a fruitful question and answer
session.

Prof P.K. Srivastava, Direc-
tor, Directorate of Distance and

Online Education, University
of Jammu in his presidential
address underlined that thinking
should become global citing the
examples of 7-8th A.D. when
India was the international
center of learning, thereby host-
ing the students and scholars
from all over the world.

He further informed that
DDOE has already taken ini-
tiatives in this regard, where
online programs i.e M.A. Eng-
lish and M. Com are open for
international students.

Earlier, Professor S.K. Pan-
dita, Director MMTC & OIA, in
his welcome address talked in
detail about various contours
of internationalization, and the
vision of the university in this
regard.

Ranjeet Kalra, teaching fac-
ulty delivered a formal vote
of thanks. The event drew a
diverse audience including
teaching faculty members and
officers of the University to gain
a deeper understanding of the
evolving paradigms of interna-
tionalization.

JAMMU, Dec 20:
Department of Hindi
and Other Indian Lan-
guages of Central Uni-
versity of Jammu stu-
dents visited the office
of Dainik Jagran located
in Jammu city as part of
their industrial visit. The
visit aimed to provide a
firsthand understanding
of the dynamics within
the media industry and
offer students insights
into the workings of
a prominent newspa-
per publication. With
the inspiration of Vice
Chancellor Prof. San-
jeev jain, Head of the
Hindi Department Prof.
Bharat Bhushan, fac-

Top News Report

ulty, researchers and
students participated in
this industrial trip.

During the visit, stu-
dents had the oppor-
tunity to interact with
seasoned journalists,
editors, and other pro-
fessionals at Dainik
Jagran. They gained
valuable insights into
the editorial process,
newsroom operations,
and the technological
advancements shaping
contemporary journal-
ism.

Anil Gakkad, editor-
in-chief of the Dainik
Jagran Jammu, wel-
comed everyone.
Head of Department
Prof. Bharat Bhushan
honored Anil Gakkad

CUJ students learn about journalism
during industrial trip

by presenting him a
memento on behalf of
the university. Thereaf-
ter, Gakkad gave infor-
mation to the students
about the basic ele-
ments of journalism and
also told them about
the practical aspect of
journalism. During the
visit, he cleared every
doubt of the students
by presenting a practi-
cal presentation with
machines regarding
information collection
for the newspaper,
editing and publishing.
He also boosted the
enthusiasm of the stu-
dents by giving accurate
answers to many other
questions. The students
expressed their grati-
tude for the enriching
experience, citingitas a
valuable supplement to
their academic journey.
Such initiatives align
with the Central Univer-
sity of Jammu’s com-
mitment to providing
students with practical
knowledge and industry
exposure.

Training of farmers in
‘Art of Fruit & Vegetables

Preservation’ held
Top News Report

KVS Jammu eion celebra}tes Diamond Jubilee

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: Diamond Jubilee
Celebration of the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan Foundation Day at Regional

Goswami (Retd. IAS and Ex Union
Home Secretary of India) and Dr. Bias
Dev (Ortho and Spine Surgeon, GMC
Jammu) shared their school time mem-
ories and said that it’s a very nostalgic

DODA, Dec 20 A valedictory programme was organ-
ised by Horticulture Department Doda to mark the
conclusion of one month Training Programme in the
‘Art of Fruit and Vegetables preservation’ at Thathri.

feeling to return back to one’s alma
mater and that it is an incredible and
proud experience for them to be the

Level, was organised today on the 20th
of December, 2023 in the auditorium
of PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 1,

Chief Horticulture officer Doda Rakesh Kotwal
was the chief Guest, while the programme was also
attended by MCC Bhaderwah Bharat Bhushan, BPM,
Abdul Rouf and other officials of the Department.
The programme was organized in collaboration with
JKRLM Thathri. The Chief Horticulture officer, in his

Gandhi Nagar.

The gala event hosted by the Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan, Jammu Region

was organised by PM SHRI Kendriya
Vidyalaya (GC) CRPF, Bantalab.

The event was graced by Nagendra
Goyal, Deputy Commissioner, Kendriya

an, Jammu Region, various heads of
autonomous bodies were among the

ing and said that it's a matter of great
pride and honour to host and organise

part of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan.

The Chief Guest, Nagendra Goyal,
Deputy Commissioner, KVS RO
Jammu in his address said that the
Kendriya Vidyalayas present the real
picture of India in true sense because
in these schools, students from dif-

addresses, asked the trainees to establish their own

processing units by availing incentives under CAPEX/ ferent backgrounds rural, urban, rich,

Vidyalaya Sangathan, Jammu Region other dignitaries present on the occa- the celebration of such an exemplary

MIDH PMFMe and Agri Infrastructure Fund exclusive-
ly meant for the post harvest Management techniques
and to exploit the available potential in the District.
“This will not only make you self reliant but also help
in doubling their income and reduce the post harvest

losses” he said.

The Manager cum Chemist Bhaderwah stressed
the participants to form Self Help Groups in their
respective areas and utilise the knowledge gained
in the training programme in preparation and mar-
keting of different value added products to become

Atmanirbhar.

as the Chief Guest.

Islam Khan, Assistant Commissioner
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Jammu
Region; Anil Kumar, Assistant Commis-
sioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan,

sion.

Principals and teachers of various
Kendriya Vidyalayas of the Jammu
Region, KV alumni, other special guests
and members of the press fraternity

organization

Region.

There was a spectrum of cultural pro-
grammes presented by the students of
various Kendriya Vidyalayas of Jammu

Jammu Region, Sh. Hari Singh, Assis-
tant Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, Jammu Region, Sh. Lalit
Sharma, Administrative Officer, Ken-
driya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Jammu
Region, Gajendra Singh, Finance
Officer, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangath-

were also present during the event.
The event commenced with the
formal lighting of the traditional lamp
and Saraswati Vandana. All the digni-
taries were accorded green welcome.
Anil Kumar, Assistant Commissioner,
KVS RO Jammu welcomed the gather-

Islam Khan, Assistant Commissioner,
Jammu Region presented the journey
and achievements of KVS RO Jammu
The Chief Guest felicitated the alumni,
student achievers in the field of aca-
demics, sports, Youth Parliament,
Rashtrapati Ekta Parv. KV alumni, Anil

poor everyone takes education and the
opportunities provided for the all round
development of the students here make
them different from other schools.

Today students of Kendriya Vidya-
layas are in key leadership role in every
field, be it administration, sports, sci-
ence, he added.

The event ended by the vote of thanks
presented by Hari Singh, Assistant
Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, RO Jammu.
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 INDIA hloc MPs stage

statue against bulk
suspension

removing everyone from the house, this
won’t work in a democracy. this is why we
will go to the people. we will continue to
protest till they don’t revoke suspension
and make a statement in the house and
initiate a discussion in the house. | am
awaiting a response to my letter from the
Vice President”

While protesting the opposition MPs were
carrying banners of of ‘save democracy’.

An unprecedented number of MPs, a total
of 141, were suspended from Parliament
on Tuesday.

Earlier, Union Minister Pralhad Joshi
attacked opposition parties on Tuesday
and said that they do not want the House
to function and they want to do politics in
everything.

“Speaker of the House has written a letter
to Secretary Home and has instructed me
to get a high-level inquiry (on security
beach) done. To increase the security of
the new Parliament, a committee has also
been constituted under the supervision of
DG CRPF. On one hand, there is an inves-
tigation going on and on the other hand,
the opposition does not want the House to
function...Rahul Gandhi has been saying
that unemployment is the reason why all
this took place. Does Rahul Gandhi sup-
port all this? What irresponsible statement
is this? They (the opposition) want to do
politics in everything,” Pralhad Joshi told
reporters.

Money doubling scam:
Cyher Police file FIR,
conduct raids at five

locations

information commission of offence U/S
66D IT Act & 420 IPC is prima facie made
out. Accordingly, case FIR No. 39/2023
U/s 66D IT Act, 420 IPC Stands registered
in this Police Station and investigation of
the case was entrusted to Inspector rank

protest in front of Gandhi

officer, reads the FIR copy.

The scam came to the fore on Tues-
day after the “investors” staged a protest
against the company and appealed to
police to get their hard earned money back.

The protestors said that they were lured
to invest in the company as they were
promised that the money will get doubled
within 15 days. “In the first few months we
received the money as promised,” they
said, adding that “after sometime we didn’t
get any response from the firm, which cre-
ated doubt in our minds.”

Severe cold grips
Kashmir, Minus 4.4°C in
Srinagar

Celsius, the officials said.

Pahalgam in south Kashmir’'s Anantnag
district, which serves as one of the base
camps for the annual Amarnath Yatra,
recorded a minimum temperature of minus
6.3 degrees Celsius, they said.

The famous ski resort of Gulmarg in
Baramulla district recorded a low of minus
4.4 degrees Celsius, the officials said.

Qazigund recorded a low of minus 4
degree Celsius, Kokernag town saw the
minimum settle at minus 3.3 degrees Cel-
sius and Kupwara recorded a low of minus
3.5 degrees Celsius. The weather office
has forecast generally dry weather over the
next few days in Kashmir as the minimum
temperature is expected to dip further.

The drop in temperature has resulted
in freezing of many slow moving water
bodies. It has also resulted in freezing of
water supply pipes in some areas.

With electricity supply erratic in many
areas of Kashmir, people have resorted to
use of ‘kangri’, an earthen firepot, to beat
the chill.

The drop in temperature has resulted in
an increase in respiratory problems among
the children and elderly.

The ‘Chilla-i-Kalan’ is the 40-day harsh-
est winter period when a cold wave grips
the region and the temperature drops con-
siderably leading to the freezing of water
bodies, including the famous Dal Lake here
as well as the water supply lines in several
parts of the valley.

The chances of snowfall are the most fre-

quent and maximum during this period and
most areas, especially the higher reaches,
receive heavy snowfall.

While ‘Chillai-Kalan’ begins on December
21 , it will end on January 31.

The cold wave continues even after that
in Kashmir with a 20-day-long ‘Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a 10-day-long
‘Chillai-Bachha’ (baby cold).

Union transport
Minister Rims for India’s
road infrastructure to
match US in next  years

stressed that futuristic development of
infrastructure is the need of the country.

India needs robust infrastructure for
attracting capital investment from both
domestic and foreign sources, which would
remove poverty and generate employment.

Dwelling on the country’s automobile
sector, he said India’s automobile industry
had recently surpassed Japan to become
the third behind China and USA.

“Our industry is worth Rs 7.5 lakh crore
and the maximum GST to the states and
Central Government is generated from this
sector. Till now, 4.5 crore jobs have been
created by this industry.

My dream is to double the size of our
automobile industry to Rs 15 lakh crore
in the next five years. “This is the way in
which we are progressing in every sector.

We are already the fastest growing
economy and people are more interest-
ed in dealing with India,” the minister is
quoted as saying in a release issued by
the Manorama on Wednesday.

He also strongly pitched for introducing
electric and flex fuel vehicles to reduce
consumption of fossil fuel, whose import
bill is Rs 16 lakh crore.

Some vehicles, with flex engines, are now
being powered by ethanol instead of petrol.
It will bring the average cost of fuel to Rs
15 as ethanol’s rate is only Rs 60 and it
would also generate electricity. “We are
now opening ethanol pumps.”

Gadkari further said it would also
empower Indian farmers to double up as
‘urjadaata’ (energy producer) while being
‘anndaata’ (food producer) as ethanol fuel
can be produced from crops like sugarcane
and rice stalk.

“The diversification of agriculture to
energy and power sector is the most impor-

tant policy which is going to change the
future of our country, particularly of rural
agriculture and tribal India. Like smart
cities, we can have smart villages which is
very important for the development of our
country and that is the policy change we
are bringing in,” he said.

As for the future of public transportation,
he said India is now making ropeways,
cable cars and running public transport on
electricity. Efforts are underway to intro-
duce electric buses in more cities.

“Within five years public transport will
totally change. It will be a less polluting,
more cost-effective substitute,” he noted.
For decongesting metros, projects have
been undertaken to the tune of over Rs
65,000 crore, which include Dwarka
Expressway (Rs 9,000 cr), six-lane urban
extension road in the National Capital (Rs
8,000 cr), Eastern Peripheral Expressway
(Rs 12,000 cr), and Delhi-Meerut Express-
way (Rs 8,000 crore).

In support of his ministry’s efforts to
ensure faster travel time, he cited the
instance of Atal Tunnel at Rohtang Pass
between Manali and Lahaul-Spiti Valley,
which has reduced travel time from three
hours to eight minutes.

Similarly, Katra-Delhi Expressway will
allow travel between Delhi and Amritsar
in four hours, Delhi and Katra (J&K) in
six hours and Delhi and Srinagar in eight
hours.

In Ladakh, the work has started on the
biggest tunnel in Asia at Zojila Pass. He
also disclosed that new border roads are
being built which are strategically impor-
tant.

There are 30 roads where airplanes can
safely land. Plans are afoot to develop 670
roadside amenities which will also have
heliports and drone ports.

Gadkari highlighted the vital role of entre-
preneurs and startups in revitalising the
Indian economy. “We need to support
those who have entrepreneurship and pos-
sess new technology,” he added.

The Minister, however, conceded that his
promise to reduce accidents by 50 per cent
has not yielded desired results. Every year
five lakh accidents and 1.50 lakh deaths
occur which result in a GDP loss of three
per cent.

“This is a problem related to automobile
engineering, road engineering and aware-
ness of the people. People don’'t have
respect for the law,” he said, adding that it
is imperative to change the mindset of the
people about road safety for which help is

needed from media, social and educational
institutions, and NGOs.

Meanwhile, a police spokesman said,
“Some low-intensity and low-impact mys-
terious blast was reported last night in the
parking area of the Armed Batallion of
J&K Police in Surankote, due to which the
window panes of some parked vehicles
got damaged.” The nature of blast is being
investigated, said the spokesman.

Covid-19 contracutal
doctors denied
extension, HC upholds
order

after they were closed down.

“The contractual employment has no
vested right to continue and it is not open
for the Courts to direct an employer to con-
tinue the contract or to change the status of
the contractual employment in any manner,
once the same has been accepted by
consent of both the sides,” the high court
bench of Justice MA Chowdhary said.

Udhampur farmers
embrace hybrid onion
seeds to hoost income

farmers to diversify their crops, like farmer
Som Raj who switched to hybrid onions.
Focusing solely on staple crops often yields
limited returns. Vegetable cultivation, like
onions, offers significantly higher income
potential. This year, we’ve prioritised onion
cultivation across Udhampur, covering 340
hectares,” said Sanjay Anand, Chief Agri-
culture Officer of Udhampur.

“We prioritise local farmers but also wel-
come others who are eager to improve
their crops. Introducing hybrid seeds
through meetings and showcasing suc-
cessful examples like Som Raj's has been
key to motivating farmers. The excellent
market prices for onions further incentivize
this shift,” said the Chief Agriculture Officer
of Udhampur.
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sensex, Nifty go into tailspin after hitting fresh
all-time high levels; tank over 1 per cent

The 30-share BSE Sensex crashed 930.88 points or 1.30 per cent to settle at 70,506.31

MUMBAI, Dec 20 (Agencies):
Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty went into a
tailspin after hitting their fresh
all-time high levels on Wednes-
day, closing down by over 1 per
cent as investors cashed in on
the recent rally.

Erasing all its early gains, the
30-share BSE Sensex crashed
930.88 points or 1.30 per cent
to settle at 70,506.31. The index
opened higher and later gained
475.88 points or 0.66 per cent to
hit its all-time high of 71,913.07.

However, selling across the
board dragged the barometer
down from record highs and it
dropped to a low of 70,302.60.

The Nifty fell by 302.95 points
or 1.41 per cent to 21,150.15.
During the day, it climbed 139.9
points or 0.65 per cent to reach
its record high of 21,593.

All the 30 Sensex shares,
except for HDFC Bank, closed
in the red. Tata Steel fell the
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most by 4.21 per cent. NTPC,
Tata Motors, HCL Technolo-
gies, Mahindra & Mahindra,
State Bank of India, Power
Grid, Tech Mahindra, Larsen
& Toubro and JSW Steel also
declined. HDFC Bank was the
only gainer from the pack.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
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Tokyo and Hong Kong settled
in the positive territory while
Shanghai ended lower.
European markets were trad-
ing mostly lower. The US mar-
kets ended in the green on
Tuesday.
“The domestic market saw a
sharp and abrupt sell-off in the

second half, despite the posi-
tive trend in global peers. This
is attributable to profit-booking
from the recent sharp rally
stretching valuations of mid and
small-cap stocks. The recent
uptick in crude prices prompted
investors to book profits,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial Services.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude jumped 0.76 per cent to
USD 79.83 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(Flls) offloaded equities worth
Rs 601.52 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge fell 3.42
per cent and midcap index
declined 3.12 per cent.

The BSE benchmark climbed
122.10 points or 0.17 per cent
to settle at 71,437.19 on Tues-

day. The Nifty went up by

34.45 points or 0.16 per cent to
21,453.10.

Gold jumps Rs 300; silver
rallies Rs 800

Gold price jumped to Rs 6,310 per gm in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Dec 20
(Agencies): Gold price
jumped Rs 300 to Rs
63,100 per 10 grams in
the national capital on
Wednesday amid strong
cues in international
markets, according to
HDFC Securities.

The precious metal

on Wednesda

had closed at Rs 62,800

per 10 grams in the pre-
vious trade.

Silver also rallied Rs
800 to Rs 78,500 per
kilogram.

In its previous close, it
had settled at Rs 77,700
per kg.

In the futures trade,

February contract of
gold advanced Rs 112
to Rs 62,588 per 10
grams on the MCX.

Also, March contract of
silver bounced Rs 110 to
Rs 74,934 per kg on the
exchange.

In the global markets,
gold and silver were
quoting higher at USD
2,040 per ounce and
USD 24.07 per ounce,
respectively.

HDFC Securities’
senior analyst of com-
modities Saumil Gandhi
said, “Gold extended
their gains as traders
maintained bets that
the US Federal Reserve
will start cutting inter-
est rates by next year,
despite pushbacks from
central bankers on such
expectations.

Tesla’s recall of 2 million vehicles to
fix its Autopilot system uses
technology that may not work

DETROIT, Dec 20 (Agencies): Tesla’s
recall of more than 2 million of its elec-
tric vehicles — an effort to have drivers
who use its Autopilot system pay closer
attention to the road — relies on tech-
nology that research shows may not
work as intended.

Tesla, the leading manufacturer of
EVs, reluctantly agreed to the recall
last week after a two-year investigation
by the U.S. National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration found that Tesla’s
system to monitor drivers was defective
and required a fix. The system sends
alerts to drivers if it fails to detect torque
from hands on the steering wheel, a
system that experts describe as inef-
fective. Government documents filed
by Tesla say the online software change
will increase warnings and alerts to driv-
ers to keep their hands on the steering
wheel. It also may limit the areas where
the most commonly used versions of
Autopilot can be used, though that isn’t
entirely clear in Tesla’s documents.

NHTSA began its investigation in
2021, after receiving 11 reports that
Teslas that were using the partially
automated system crashed into parked
emergency vehicles. Since 2016, the
agency has sent investigators to at least
35 crashes in which Teslas that were
suspected of operating on a partially
automated driving system hit parked
emergency vehicles, motorcyclists or
tractor trailers that crossed in the vehi-
cles’ paths, causing a total of 17 deaths.

But research conducted by NHTSA,
the National Transportation Safety
Board and other investigators show that
merely measuring torque on the steer-
ing wheel doesn’t ensure that drivers
are paying sufficient attention. Experts
say night-vision cameras are needed
to watch drivers’ eyes to ensure they’re
looking at the road.

“l do have concerns about the solu-
tion,” said Jennifer Homendy, the chair-
woman of the NTSB, which investigat-
ed two fatal Florida crashes involving
Teslas on Autopilot in which neither the
driver nor the system detected cross-
ing tractor trailers. “The technology, the
way it worked, including with steering
torque, was not sufficient to keep driv-
ers’ attention, and drivers disengaged.”

In addition, NHTSA’s investigation
found that out of 43 crashes it exam-
ined with detailed data available, 37
drivers had their hands on the wheel in
the final second before their vehicles
crashed, indicating that they weren’t
paying sufficient attention.

“Humans are poor at monitoring auto-
mated systems and intervening when
something goes awry,” said Donald
Slavik, a lawyer for plaintiffs in three
lawsuits against Tesla over Autopilot.
“That's why the human factors stud-
ies have shown a significant delayed
response under those conditions.”

Missy Cummings, a professor of
engineering and computing at George
Mason University who studies automat-
ed vehicles, said it's widely accepted
by researchers that monitoring hands
on the steering wheel is insufficient to
ensure a driver’s attention to the road.

“It's a proxy measure for attention and
it's a poor measure of attention,” she
said.

A better solution, experts say, would
be to require Tesla to use cameras
to monitor drivers’ eyes to make sure
they’re watching the road. Some Teslas
do have interior-facing cameras. But
they don’t see well at night, unlike those
in General Motors or Ford driver moni-
toring systems, said Philip Koopman, a
professor at Carnegie Mellon University

who studies vehicle automation safety.

Koopman noted that older Teslas lack
such cameras. Tesla’s recall documents
say nothing about increased use of
cameras. But the company’s software
release notes posted on X, formerly
Twitter, say that a camera above the
rearview mirror can now determine
whether a driver is paying attention
and trigger alerts if they aren’t. Tesla,
which has no media relations depart-
ment, didn’t answer emailed questions
about the release notes or other recall-
related issues.

Tesla’s website says that Autopilot and
more sophisticated “Full Self Driving”
software cannot drive themselves and
that drivers must be ready to intervene.

Experts say that although limiting
where Autopilot can operate to con-
trolled access highways would help,
it's unclear whether Tesla will do so with
its recall.

In the recall documents it filed with
NHTSA, Tesla says its basic Autopilot
includes systems called Autosteer and
Traffic Aware Cruise Control. The docu-
ments say that Autosteer is intended
for use on controlled access highways
and won’t work when a driver activates
it under the wrong conditions. The soft-
ware update, the documents say, will
have “additional checks upon engaging
Autosteer and while using the feature
outside controlled access highways and
when approaching traffic controls.”

Cummings noted that doesn’t spe-
cifically say Tesla will limit areas where
Autopilot can work to limited-access
freeways — a concept known as “geo-
fenced.”

“When they say conditions, nowhere
does that say geofenced,” she said.

Kelly Funkhouser, associate director
of vehicle technology for Consumer
Reports, said she was able to use Auto-
pilot on roads that weren’t controlled
access highways while testing a Tesla
Model S that received the software
update. But it’s difficult, she said, to test
everything else in the recall because
Tesla has been vague on exactly what
it's changing.

Homendy, the chairwoman of the
transportation safety board, said she
hopes NHTSA has reviewed Tesla’s
solution to determine whether it does
what the agency intended it to do.

The NTSB, which can make only rec-
ommendations, will investigate if it sees
a problem with Teslas that received the
recall repairs, Homendy said.

Veronica Morales, NHTSA’'s com-
munications director, said the agency
doesn’t pre-approve recall fixes
because federal law puts the burden
on the automaker to develop and imple-
ment repairs. But she said the agency is
keeping its investigation open and will
monitor Tesla’s software or hardware
fixes to make sure they work by testing
them at NHTSA's research and test-
ing center in Ohio, where it has several
Teslas available. The agency received
the software update on its vehicles only
a few days ago and has yet to evalu-
ate them, Morales said. The remedy
must also address crashes on all roads,
including highways, the agency said.

Cummings, a former NHTSA special
adviser who is set to be an expert wit-
ness for the plaintiff in an upcoming
Florida lawsuit against Tesla, said she
expects Tesla’s warnings to deter a
small number of drivers from abusing
Autopilot. But the problems for Tesla,
Cummings said, won’t end until it limits
where the system can be used and fixes
its computer vision system so it better
detects obstacles.

Savitri Jindal’s wealth grew $9.6 billion in 2023,

most amon

NEW DELHI, Dec
20 (Agencies): India’s
richest woman, Sav-
itri Jindal, witnessed
an unparalleled surge
in her wealth in 2023,
outpacing the country’s
richest individuals such
as Mukesh Ambani and
Gautam Adani, accord-
ing to data from the
Bloomberg Billionaires
Index.

The 73-year-old has
seen her net worth
skyrocket by a stagger-
ing $9.6 billion in the
calendar year 2023.
In contrast, Mukesh
Ambani, the chairman
of Reliance Industries
(RIL) and India’s richest
individual, experienced
a comparatively modest
increase of around
$5 billion in the same

period.

Despite Ambani main-
taining his top position
among India’s wealthi-
est with a total fortune
of $92.3 billion, Sav-
itri Jindal’'s meteoric rise
has drawn significant
attention as she became
the fifth-wealthiest
Indian with a net worth
of $25.3 billion.

Her conglomerate, the
OP Jindal Group, over-
sees prominent listed

g India’s richest

SN

companies such as
JSW Steel, Jindal Steel
& Power, JSW Energy,
Jindal Saw, Jindal Stain-
less, and investment
firm JSW Holdings.

The OP Jindal Group,
which controls 83 per
cent of the port operator
JSW Infrastructure, suc-
cessfully listed the com-
pany in October 2023.
The Jindal family is now
eyeing the potential list-
ing of JSSW Cement in

the upcoming year.

Following Savitri Jindal
in the list of top wealth
gainers in 2023 is Shiv
Nadar, founder of HCL
Tech, whose net worth
surged by approximate-
ly $8 billion to reach
around $32.6 billion.

The strong perfor-
mance of HCL Tech
shares, witnessing a 45
per cent rally in 2023,
contributed significant-
ly to Nadar’s wealth
growth.

Meanwhile, real estate
tycoon KP Singh of DLF
added another $7 bil-
lion to his total wealth,
reaching $15.4 billion
during the year, fueled
by an 83 per cent rally
in DLF stock amid a real
estate boom in India.

Industry stalwarts

Kumar Mangalam Birla
and Shapoor Mistry both
experienced a substan-
tial wealth increase of
$6.3 billion each during
2023.

Meanwhile, Mukesh
Ambani’s wealth record-
ed an additional $5.2
billion, and Dilip Shang-
hvi, Managing Director
of Sun Pharma, saw his
net worth rise by another
$4.7 billion.

Notably, Gautam Adani
remains the only promi-
nent figure on the list
whose fortunes went
the opposite way in
2023. Despite a partial
recovery in share prices,
Adani faced a net drop
of $35.4 billion in his
wealth, ending the year
with an estimated net
worth of $85.1 billion.

20 cases of Covid sub-variant JN.1 found in three states

NEW DELHI, Dec 20
(Agencies): As many as
20 cases of COVID-19
sub-variant JN.1 have
been found across the
country with 18 traced
in Goa and one each
in Kerala and Maha-
rashtra, INSACOG data
showed.

The Centre has asked
states and union territo-
ries to maintain constant
vigil amid an uptick in
COVID-19 cases and

the detection of the
new JN.1 variant in the
country.

Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on
Wednesday reviewed
the preparedness of
health facilities across
the country and stressed
on being alert against
emerging strains of
coronavirus.

India recorded 614
new coronavirus infec-
tions in a day, the high-

est since May 21, while
the active cases have
increased to 2,311,
according to the Union
Health Ministry data
updated on Wednesday.

The World Health

Organisation has clas-
sified JN.1 as a sepa-
rate “variant of interest”
given its rapidly increas-
ing spread but said that
it poses a “low” global
public health risk.

The JN.1 variant was
previously classified
as a variant of inter-
est (VOI) as part of the
BA.2.86 sublineages,
the parent lineage that
is classified as a VOI,
the world body said on
Tuesday.

However, in recent
weeks, JN.1 cases con-
tinued to be reported in
multiple countries and
its prevalence has rap-
idly increased globally.

Exposure to household chemicals may reduce
odds of getting pregnant, reveals study

WASHINGTON DC
(US), Dec 20 (Agen-
cies): According to
research by a Univer-
sity of Massachusetts
Ambherst environmental
and reproductive epi-
demiologist, exposure
to phthalates, a collec-
tion of plasticising and
solvent chemicals found
in many home items,
was associated with a
lower likelihood of get-
ting pregnant but not to
pregnancy loss.

The study, published
this week in the journal
Environmental Health
Perspectives, also
noted an association
between preconcep-
tion exposure to phthal-
ates and changes in
women’s reproductive
hormones, as well as
increased inflammation
and oxidative stress.

“Phthalates are ubiqui-
tous endocrine disrup-
tors and we’re exposed
to them every day,”
says lead author Carrie
Nobles, assistant pro-
fessor of environmental

health sciences in the
School of Public Health
and Health Sciences.
Phthalates are found in
such common products
as shampoo, makeup,
vinyl flooring, toys and
medical devices. People
are exposed primarily by
ingesting food and liquid
that has come in contact
with products containing
the chemicals, accord-
ing to a Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention fact sheet.
Nobles and team anal-
ysed data from a “unique
cohort” of women in the
preconception time-to-
pregnancy study known
as EAGeR (Effects of
Aspirin in Gestation and
Reproduction), which
evaluated the effect of
low-dose aspirin on live-
birth rates. The study
includes detailed infor-
mation on 1,228 partici-
pants during six men-
strual cycles when they
are attempting to get
pregnant. The women
who became pregnant
were followed through

pregnancy.

“We were able to look
at some environmental
exposures like phthal-
ates and how that relates
to how long it takes to
get pregnant. There was
detailed data for each
menstrual cycle, so we
had a good handle on
the date of ovulation and
the timing of pregnancy
when that happened,”
Nobles says.

The body breaks down
phthalates into metabo-
lites that are excreted in
urine and can be anal-
ysed. The researchers
measured 20 phthalate
metabolites in urine
samples taken when
the participants enrolled
in the study. “We found
there were three parent
compounds that seem to
be most strongly associ-
ated with taking longer to
get pregnant, although
we saw a general trend
toward it taking longer to
get pregnant across the
phthalates we looked at,”
Nobles says. “As expo-
sure got higher, we saw

more and more of an
effect.” The researchers
also looked at a global
marker of inflamma-
tion, C-reactive protein,
and found the women
who had higher levels
of phthalates exposure
also had higher levels of
inflammation and oxida-
tive stress, which can
lead to organ and tissue
damage and ultimately
to disease.

In addition, women
who showed higher
levels of phthalates
had lower estradiol and
higher follicle-stimulat-
ing hormone across the
menstrual cycle, which
play an important role in
ovulation and the early
establishment of preg-
nancy.

“This profile -- estradiol
staying low and follicle-
stimulating hormone
staying high -- is actu-
ally something that we
see in women who have
ovarian insufficiency,
which can happen with
age as well as due to
some other factors,”

Nobles says. “Ovulation
just isn’t happening as
well as it used to.” While
women can check con-
sumer product labels
and look for phthalate-
free options, the ubiqui-
tous nature of the chem-
icals makes it difficult for
an individual to control
their exposure.

In Europe, certain
phthalates are banned
or severely restricted in
their use, but the U.S.
has no formal prohibi-
tions. Nobles says the
research findings add
to the evidence that
phthalates exposures
have a negative impact
on women’s reproduc-
tive health and can be
used to help inform
policy making. “Maybe
we want to think differ-
ently about our regula-
tory system and how
we identify important
exposures that are
having adverse effects
on whether people can
get pregnant and have
a healthy pregnancy,”
Nobles says.
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India are yet to beat Australia in Women's Tests, but before the match at the Wankhede

Stadium, Harmanpreet Kaur and Co. will be high on confidence after beating England.

MUMBAI, Dec 20 (Agencies):
It was only on December 16 that
India set the record of the big-
gest Test victory by a margin
of runs after they beat Eng-
land by 326 runs at the Dr DY
Patil Sports Academy in Navi
Mumbai.

Deepti Sharma stole the
show and won the Player of
the Match award for picking
up nine wickets and scoring 87
runs. However, debutants Jemi-
mah Rodrigues and Shubha
Satheesh also impressed with
knocks of 68 and 69 respec-
tively. Yastika Bhatia also batted
beautifully for his 67 in the first
innings.

England had no clue about
how to counter the Indian spin-
ners as the pitch in Navi Mumbai
kept becoming challenging to
bat on.

After trouncing England, India
are all set to lock horns with
Australia in the Only Test, start-
ing December 21 at the iconic
Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai.

Big challenge for India

However, India have to make
history if they are to win back-to-
back Tests. Out of 10 Women'’s
Tests since their first meeting
back in 1977, India have never
beaten Australia.

In their most recent meeting,
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back in September 2021, India
drew their Test against Australia
at the Carrara Oval in Canberra.

Going into the game, India
have an injury concern as there
are doubts over Satheesh’s
participation in the game. The
left-handed batter sustained
a finger injury and did not bat
in the second innings against
England.

If Satheesh doesn’t play, India
can either play Richa Ghosh
as a specialist batter or bring
in all-rounder Harleen Deol.
India have the option of Saika
Ishaque, but they may not
change their tried-and-tested
spin trio of Deepti, Rajeshwari
Gayakwad and Sneh Rana.

New era for Australia

Australia, in the meantime,
is looking to go into a new era

9!,6 T

without Meg Lanning, who has
retired from all forms of inter-
national cricket. Earlier, Alyssa
Healy took over as the full-time
skipper of the team with Tahlia
McGrath as her deputy.

For Australia, Ashleigh Gard-
ner, Beth Mooney, Jess Jona-
ssen and Ellyse Perry are
expected to play an important
part. Amongst the current set of
players, Perry has played the
most Tests (11). In fact, she is
only 124 runs short of becoming
the second Australian woman
after Karen Rolton to score 1000
runs in Test cricket. Apart from
that, she also has 38 Test wick-
ets to her name.

Beth Mooney has been a stal-
wart of their batting and her role
at the top of the order is going to
hold a lot of importance. Anna-

bel Sutherland is one of the most
exciting young all-rounders and
the focus will be on her as well.

Australia’s threatening spin-
ners

Australia has a power-packed
spin attack, including Alan King,
Jonassen, Gardner and Georgia
Wareham, who are all world-
class prospects. Skipper Healy
sounded confident of her spin-
ners doing well in Indian condi-
tions.

“I'm actually really intrigued to
see what sort of wickets they
prepare. | think we've got a
really, really good spin attack, so
do that at your own peril,” Healy
said earlier this month.

“Don’t get me wrong, the
Indians have got a strong spin
attack as well, but we've got
some of the best leg-spinners in
the world. We’ve got Ash Gard-
ner, who took nine wickets on
English soil with the ball in hand,
SO prepare spinning wickets at
your own demise,” she added.

The upcoming Test is expected
to be all about how the batters
tackle the spin attacks of their
oppositions. India’s batters are
in form, but Australian spinners
come in with a lot of experience
on their shoulders.

Without a doubt, an exciting
Test match is on the cards.

SA vs IND, 2nd ODI: Sunil
Gavaskar impressed with Sai
Sudharsan, wants batter to
convert 60s into hundreds

GQEBERHA, Dec 20

(Agencie): Legendary
India cricketer Sunil
Gavaskar has been
impressed with young-
ster Sai Sudharsan.
Sudharsan who plays
for Tamil Nadu in the
domestic circuit made
his India debut in the
ongoing South Africa
series. Sudharsan
scored a half-century on
debut and then followed
it up with yet another
fifty in the second match
of the series.

Gavaskar said that he
was impressed with the

young left hander and
wanted him to convert
his half centuries into
hundreds.

“Yes, he looks very,
very good. A very com-
pact player plays close
to his body, has got a
good very still head. So
balance is very good
when he’s playing.
And, of course, when
he play drives like that.
Left-handers can be so
elegant when they play,
they can play the pull
shot as well. But basi-
cally his temperament
and talent are very, very

nice,” Gavaskar said on
Star Sports after the
game.

Sudharsan became
a household name in
India after his stunning
knock in the Indian
Premier League 2023
Final. Sudharsan had
slammed 96 off just 47
balls and had helped
Guijarat Titans reach a
massive 214-run total.

“Now it's a matter of
them sort of carrying
on from here and not
being satisfied and I'm
sure he’s not being sat-
isfied. You don’t want
to be getting out in 50s
and 60s. When you
bat up the order, you
have the opportunity to
score a 100 every time.
So | think that is what
he’s got to grab so that
somebody will be talking
only about who will part-
ner sai Sudharsan at the
top,” Gavaskar conclud-
ed on the youngster.

Despite Sudharsan’s
half-century in the 2nd
ODI, India lost the
match by 8 wickets. The
KL Rahul side will play
their final ODI on Thurs-
day, 21 December.

Cummins wants to use IPL as

preparation for T20 World Cup 2024

MELBOURNE, Dec
20 (Agencie): Australia
captain Pat Cummins

to take a 2-0 lead in the three-match series.

NZ vs BAN: Soumya Sarkar’s record-shattering knock in

vain as New Zealand claim ODI series against Bangladesh
New Zealand beat Bangladesh by seven wickets in the second ODI at the Saxton Oval in Nelson

hoped to set IPL 2024
as a base to launch him-
self into the T20 mode
ahead of next year’s
World Cup to be jointly
hosted by USA and the
West Indies in June.

Cummins, who pulled
out of IPL 2023 due
to heavy international
workload, attracted the
second highest pay-
check in the auction in
Dubai on Tuesday -- Rs
20.50 crore by Sunris-
ers Hyderabad.

His teammate Mitchell
Starc was lapped up by
Kolkata Knight Riders
for a whopping Rs
24.75 crore, the highest
ever contract money
in the IPL. “l feel like |
haven’t played a heap
of T20 cricket and in
some ways, | feel like |
haven’t played my best
T20 cricket for a little
while,” Cummins was
quoted as saying by

cricket.com.au.

“I'm really excited ...
for next year to try to get
some games before that
World Cup and push a
case to not only make
the side but to get back
to how I feel like | can
bowl in T20 cricket.”

Cummins last foray
in the IPL was for KKR
in 2022, where he
smashed the fastest
men’s T20 half-century
by an Australian from
just 14 balls. “Pumped
to be joining SRH for the
upcoming IPL season,”
Cummins said in a video
on the Sunrisers’ Insta-

gram page. “I've heard
a lot about the Orange
Army. I've played in
Hyderabad a few times
and always loved it, so
can’t wait to get started.”
Cummins was joined
by teammate and World
Cup final hero Travis
Head in SRH after the
left-handed opener
was picked up for Rs
6.8 crore. “Great to
see another Aussie in
Travis Head over there
as well. | think we are
going to have a lot of fun
this season and hope-
fully plenty of success,”
Cummins said.

NELSON, Dec 20 (Agen-
cie): New Zealand claimed the
three-match ODI series against
Bangladesh after winning the
second match by seven wickets
on Wednesday at the Saxton
Oval in Nelson.

Soumya Sarkar played an
incredible knock of 169 runs off
151 balls with 22 fours and two
sixes for the Tigers. However,
his efforts went in vain as the
Black Caps chased down the
target of 292 with 22 balls to
spare.

Sarkar broke Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s record of the highest
individual score in ODIs by a
subcontinent batter in New
Zealand. He also racked up the
highest score by a Bangladeshi
batter away from home in ODls.

After being sent in to bat first,
Bangladesh were bowled out
for 291 in 49.5 overs. The visi-
tors were struggling at one point
in time after being reduced to
80 for four in 16.5 overs. From
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there on, Sarkar and Mushfiqur
Rahim put on 91 runs for the fifth
wicket to bring their team back
into the contest.

Mushfiqur scored 45 off 57
before Jacob Duffy dismissed
him. Apart from Rahim and
Sarkar, none of the Bangladesh
batters made an impact. Anamul
Haque Bijoy, skipper Najmul
Hossain Shanto and Litton Das
couldn’t surpass double digits.

Jacob Duffy and William
O’Rourke were the pick of the
bowlers after they picked up
three wickets apiece. Adithya
Ashok, who made his ODI
debut, picked up the crucial
wicket of Mehidy Hasan Miraz.

Young, Nicholls star for Kiwis

New Zealand got off to a flying
start after Will Young and Rachin
Ravindra put on 76 runs for the
opening wicket off 11 overs.

Young, who made a match-win-
ning hundred in the first game at
the University Oval in Dunedin,
carried on from where he left off.

He scored 89 runs off 94
balls with eight fours and two
sixes before giving a caught
and bowled to Hasan Mahmud.
Ravindra bagged a duck in the
first game before Mahmud dis-
missed him.

Henry Nicholls failed to open
his account in Dunedin, but
made amends in Nelson by
scoring 95 runs off 99 balls with
eight fours and a six. Young and
Nicholls put on 128 runs for the
second wicket.

Tom Latham, who got out in
the 90s in Dunedin, and Tom
Blundell stayed not out on 34
and 24 respectively to take the
Kiwis past the finish line.

The third and final ODI is
scheduled to take place on Sat-
urday, December 23 at McLean
Park in Napier.

IPL 2024: Rohit Sharma ‘very important’ to
Mumbai Indians to guide next generation,
says Mahela Jayawardene

MUMBAI, Dec 20
(Agencies): Mumbai
Indians are confident
that Rohit Sharma will
continue to play an inte-
gral role for the team
and ensure a smooth
transition after Hardik
Pandya replaced him
as captain ahead of IPL
2024 Auction. Head
of Cricket and former
coach, Mahela Jayawar-
dene said on Tuesday
that Rohit will be ‘very
important’ to the 5-time
champions in terms of
guiding the next gen-
eration of players at the
franchise.

Mumbai Indians made
a “tough” and “emotion-
al” call to replace their
most successful cap-
tain Rohit Sharma with
Hardik Pandya, who
rejoined the team after a
historic trade deal earlier
in the year. While Har-
dik’s elevation to cap-
taincy after his success
at Gujarat Titans was
on the cards, Ml helped
raise a few eyebrows

by opting for a change
in captaincy as early as
the 2024 season.

Rohit Sharma, 37, is
still one of the finest
openers going around
in white-ball cricket and
the Mumbai Indians
star was impressive as
a leader in India’s run to
the ODI World Cup final
earlier this year.

Not many IPL teams
in the past have initi-
ated such transition
phases after replacing
one of their finest cap-
tains, but Jayawardene
said Mumbai Indians
were prepared to hit the
‘restet’ button.

“(long-term plan) This
is something we have
spoken about as a fran-
chise. It is a tough deci-
sion, we had to make
them. Itis emotional, it is
tough, to be honest. But
everyone who has been
part of Mumbai know we
cherish every moment a
player has contributed
and will contribute going
forward,” Jayawardene

told JioCinema on the
sidelines of IPL mini-
auction in Dubai.

“The legacy is some-
thing we want to build
on and make sure we
keep fighting for those
wins, those trophies. As
a good unit, we have the
skill set to do it. That's
the focus going ahead.
Probably everyone in
their eyes will think it is
too soon, but it is a deci-
sion we had to make at
some point,” he added.

COLLECTIVE DECI-
SION

Jayawardene also
highlighted that the deci-
sion to replace Rohit

—

Tough to replace Pandya,
but Gill is right person
for GT captaincy: Nehra

with Hardik as captain
for IPL 2024 was a col-
lective one and every-
body in the side has
bought into their vision.
The former Sri Lanka
captain also gave the
example of Sachin Ten-
dulkar and how the leg-
endary batter was willing
to play under other cap-
tains in the early years
of Mumbai Indians.
“Having Ro (Rohit
Sharma) in the team, on
and off the field to guide
the next generation is
very important for us.
He has been absolutely
brilliant. | have worked
very closely with Ro. He

is a fabulous individual
and | am sure he will be
part of the legacy who
will guide that through.

“Mumbai have had
that in the past too with
Sachin (Tendulkar), who
played with the young-
sters. He gave the lead-
ership to someone else
and made sure Mumbai
Indians was going in the
right direction. It’s the
same thing.

“We had this conver-
sation and everyone is
buying into that, so, it's
for us to look forward to
the next season,” Jay-
awardene said.

Mumbai Indians
bought 8 players at the
IPL 2024 auction on
Tuesday, perfectly plug-
ging the holes in their
squad. South Africa
all-rounder Gerland
Coetzee was their cost-
liest pick at Rs 5 crore
while Ml also bought
two exciting Sri Lankan
fast-bowling talents in
Dilshan Madushanka
and Nuwan Thushara.

NEW DELHI, Dec
20 (Agencie): Guja-
rat Titans head coach
Ashish Nehra admitted
that it will be tough to
replace a multi-facet-
ed player like Hardik
Pandya but banked on
Shubman Gill to shoul-
der the responsibility of
leading the side in next
year’s IPL.

Pandya recently
returned to Mumbai
Indians and has been
appointed as the skip-
per of the five-time
champions.

“To replace a player
like Hardik Pandya is
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difficult considering his
talent and experience.
We have seen how he
(Gill) has shaped up
in the past three-four
years. He is 24-25 years
of age but he has a good
head on his shoulders,”
Nehra said in a virtual
post-auction press meet
on Tuesday night.

The former India pacer
said the franchise will
back Gill irrespective of
the results in the next
edition of the IPL.

“We believe in him.
That is why we made
him captain. | am not
someone who will

always go by results.
Yes, results are impor-
tant but when you come
to captaincy you have to
look at other things also.
We are confident that
Gill is the right person
(for captaincy),” Nehra
added.

The Titans battled
intensely in the auction
room in Dubai to buy
Mitchell Starc before
Kolkata Knight Riders
purchased the Austra-
lian pacer for a record
Rs 24.75 crore.

Nehra wasn’t surprised
at the big paycheck
which Starc attracted.

“There is nothing like
being over priced in the
IPL. Everybody knows
what Starc can do. He
is a proven player. We
needed a fast bowler
and every team had
different strategies. We
have to be satisfied with
what we have. For a
bowler like Starc, | don’t
think that is a surprise,”
he said.
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of 1stSemester of Travel and under VlkSlt Bharat@2047

Tourism Department and third g T e
position won by Akashdeep of b '
5thsemester of Civil engineering
department.

In the Girls 2km category the
race was won by Preety Kumari
of 5th semester of Civil engineer-
ing department, Second place
won by Nancy of3rd semester
of Architecture department and
third place won by Komal Bharti
of 1st Semester of Travel and
Tourism Department.
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The Sports Secretary, Amit
Sharma thanked the Chief
Guest Er Arun Bangotra and
Guest of Honour Inderjeet Singh
for encouraging the students.
Others present on the occasion
were Sukhdeep Singh HoD Civil
Engineering Manjeet Singh HoD
Electrical Engineering, Dheer-
aj Kumar Lecturer Travel and
Tourism, Mohd Arshad Ranjha
Lecturer, Manu Rajput Demon-
stator, Sajjad Hussain demon-
strator, Rakesh Kumar, Chamel
Singh, Toshi Devi and Talib Hus-
sain Pharmacist.

encouraged others to work hard
next time to win the event.

He also apprised the students,
faculty and staff about the Viksit
Bharat @2047, which is the
vision of Government of India to
make India a developed nation
by 2047,the 100thyears of its
Independence

In the Boys 5km run, Japneet
Pal Singh of 5thSemester of
Information Technology Depart-
ment stood First place, Second
position won by Rakesh Kumar

athletes 3 Boys, 2 Girls from
each branch. Principal Er. Arun
Bangotra applauded all the par-
ticipants during the Prize distri-
bution function for taking part in
the competition.

He said that Sports and games
is a medium to channelize the
energy of the youth and trans-
form it to play a positive role to
develop India into a Vibrant and
energetic nation.

He congratulated the students
who made it to podium and also

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: The Sports
wing of Government Polytech-
nic Jammu conducted a “Road
Race” for boys and girls of vari-
ous engineering and non-engi-
neering branches of the institute
at MA Stadium Jammu, in which
40 students participated exhibit-
ing their strength and endurance
in 5Km run for Boys and 2 km
run for girls. In the first phase of
the event, all the Departments
conducted trials to select the

Event and

Management Club of PG
Department of Commerce
organises Poster Making
Competition

Edu-trip to Krimchi-Panchari
Circuit organized by Department
of Enwronmental Sc1ences, J U

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20:
In continuation to the
essay writing competi-
tion to commemorate
the ‘Viksit Bharat@2047’
celebration where the
participants penned
down their creative
thoughts to make India
a develop nation by
2047, the 100th year of
its Independence, Event
and Management Club
of PG Department of
Commerce organized
poster making competi-
tion among the scholars

and students of M.Com.

The competition is
organised to sensitize
participants towards
transformation, devel-
opment and sustain-
able growth of India as
it approaches its cente-
nary year of Indepen-
dence.

Dr Jeevan Jyoti, HoD
Commerce greeted
and congratulated the
participants for their
whole hearted partici-
pation and stated that
poster making competi-
tion on the theme Viksit
Bharat@ 2047 is a plat-
form where they can
express their creativity
while addressing con-

temporary issues and
envisioning the future.

She further added that
through such events,
the department encour-
ages holistic develop-
ment and civic engage-
ment. Participants
depicted their vision and
aspirations for a thriving
and developed nations
through the medium
of art accompanied by
relevant captions and
slogans.

Participants show-
cased their vision on
various aspects of
development like eco-

nomic growth, social
progress, environ-
mental sustainability
and good governance.
Students participated
with immense zeal and
enthusiasm. All faculty
members of the Depart-
ment judged the com-
petition.

Dr Harleen Kaur,
Coordinator of Event &
Management Club and
Dr. Deepti Abrol, Deputy
Coordinator of Event &
Management Club coor-
dinated the whole event.
Dr. Jeevan Jyoti, HoD
applauded the efforts of
the students and distrib-
uted the certificates.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: A two-
day ‘Edu-trip to ‘Krimchi-
Panchari Circuit’ was
organised by the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Sciences, University of
Jammu (JU).

The visit was part of the
Viksit Bharat@2047 Cam-
paign, and the purpose of
the trip was to expose the
students to the rich natu-
ral and cultural heritage
of the first tourist village
in the Jammu division and
foster an understanding of
village life and sustainable
practices.

Prof. Piyush Malaviya,
Head of the Department,
while flagging off the trip,
said that activity-based
learning is important to
bridge the gap between
education and hands-on
experience, so moving
beyond classroom learn-
ing is important.

“Field visits and outreach
activities in such remote
but sustainably developed
areas facilitate connec-
tions between students
and the inhabitants and
help students understand
the issues of the local rural
community and their best
practices, which is a first
and foremost step to move
this important section of
society towards the path of

Viksit Bharat by 2047,” he
added.

During the trip, the stu-
dents trekked through the
lush green Deodar forests
at Panchari, which house
different varieties of birds,
butterflies, and other ani-
mals.

The students also learned
about the wide variety of
flora and fauna in the area.
After Panchari, the stu-
dents visited the famous
Sankari temple, which is
one of the oldest histori-
cal temples in the area.
The temple is situated on
a hillock in the village of
Meer and is surrounded by
meadows, lofty mountains,
and lush green forest.

The students were also
shown traditional springs
and varied vegetation types
in the area. The trip ended
with a visit to the ancient
structures of archaeologi-
cal importance at the Krim-
chi Archaeological Site in
Udhampur.

Krimchi Temple is a com-
plex of seven ancient tem-
ples located on the bank of
the stream Birunala in the
village of Krimachi, locally
known as the Pandava
Temples. Students admired
the stone carvings and the
archaeological beauty.

Dr. Deepika Slathia,
the teacher in charge of
the trip, emphasised the

importance of showcasing

rural life to the students
and talked about the impor-
tance of the traditional
water bodies in the area
and the need for their con-
servation. “Such field trips
provide the students with
enriching hands-on expe-
riential learning as they
observe and experience
the beauty and activities
of rural life, which makes
them feel connected,” she
said while interacting with
the students about their
experiences of the trip. Dr.
Rakesh Kumar, Dr. Meen-
akshi Khajuria, and around
fifty PG students from the
department participated in
the edu-trip.

At the end of the field trip,
there was a thorough anal-
ysis and discussion of the
findings of the students to
draw a conclusion on what
they had experienced on
the field.

The educational trip
helped students recognize
the importance of tradition-
al sustainable practices
adopted by the villagers,
like the use of Gharaats
(traditional water flour
mills), conserving natural
water bodies like springs,
and protecting their biodi-
versity, thus providing an
enriching and knowledge-
able experience for the
students.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: The
Directorate of Sports
and Physical Edu-
cation, University of
Jammu on Wednesday
organized Marathon
under the event Viksit
Bharat@2047in which
around 160 students
participated.

The Viksit
Bharat@2047 which
was launched by
Hon’ble Prime Min-

“Tody the goal of he coumtry i
Viks Baarat, Sesisk Bhari!

We cannal stop unil hs dream of 3

Geveloped inda fs fulfilled, =

ister Narinder Modi
through virtual mode
the initiative ‘Viksit
Bharat@2047; Voice
of Youth’ that seeks to
involve the Universities
and students in attaining
the goal of a developed
India by 2047.

Dr. Daud Igbal Baba,
Director, Directorate
of Sports and Physical
Education, University of
Jammu congratulated
the students and also
appreciated the efforts

of the teaching staff
and their entire team
to make the aforesaid
event successful.

Men Section: Rajnesh
Singh (B.P.Ed-3rd), first,
Parvez Ahmed (B.P.Ed-
3rd), second and Rohit
Kumar (B.P.Ed-3rd),
third.

Women Section:
Sapna Devi M.P.Ed-3rd
&Preeti (B.P.Ed-3rd),
joint first, Neha (B.P.Ed-
3rd ), second and Priya
(B.P.Ed-3rd), third.

History Deptt JU hosts lecture
on Viksit Bharat @2047

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20:
Department of History at
the University of Jammu
hosted a captivating
lecture on Viksit Bharat
@2047.

The speaker of the
event was Dr. Ami-
tash Ojha, a renowned
IITian and professor of
cognitive science, who
imparted his wisdom on
the behavioural updates
that citizens can adopt
to contribute to the
development of Viksit
Bharat.

The lecture was inau-
gurated by Prof. Suman
Jamwal, the Head of the
Department, who elo-
quently presented the
conceptual framework
of the Viksit Bharat and
delineated the depart-
ment’s engagement in
propagating the idea
at various levels and
the programme that the
department has envis-
aged for the same.

She also mentioned
the department’s initia-
tives, such as organis-
ing a poster-making
contest, displaying a
short documentary by
students, conducting

lectures, and facilitat-
ing popular discussions
among students.

Dr. Ojha commenced
his enlightening lecture
by narrating a remark-
able incident in Italy,
which revealed a soci-
etal practice where
tanned skin denoted
affluence, while pale
skin indicated a lower
economic status. Draw-
ing parallels to India, he
stimulated the students
to reflect on their own
cultural norms.

Addressing the curi-
ous students, Dr. Ojha
posed the intriguing
question of how they
can partake in the
vision of a developed
India. He recalled a
powerful response from
a 5Sth-grade student in
Mumbai, who vowed
not to use ballpoint pens
to curtail plastic waste
and proposed serving
guests half a glass of
water to preserve this
invaluable resource.

Deliberating on the
significance of owner-
ship, Dr. Ojha accentu-
ated the need for active
participation and a
change in language. He
exhorted for a transition

from cultural passivity to
a proactive stance, cul-
tivating empathy over
sympathy as a vital
ingredient for national
development.

Touching upon individ-
ualism, Dr. Ojha under-
scored the necessity of
differentiating between
competence and com-
petition. He advocated
for a concentration on
skill development along
with education, making
education a preference
rather than a compul-
sion.

The lecture was
graced by the presence
of faculty members,
research scholars, and
students.

The formal vote of
thanks was delivered by
Dr. Jasleen Kaur.

The students
expressed their appre-
ciation for this approach
and opined that the
university should orga-
nise more lectures like
this in the future. The
lecture left an indelible
impression on the audi-
ence, igniting reflection
on actionable steps
towards building a more
empowered and empa-
thetic nation.

NCC Cadet, students of GCD Parade partlclpate in debate competition

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: 69
NCC Cadets of 2 J&K
Girls BN from GCW
Parade Ground Jammu
in collaboration with
Sports department of
college participated
in debate competition
under the theme “Vikisit
bharat@2047”.

The Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Yatra is a gov-
ernment initiative being
undertaken across the
country, to raise aware-
ness and track the
implementation of flag-
ship central schemes,

such as Ayushman
Bharat, Ujjwala Yojana,

developed Indig is fuifilled, sy

-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

PM Surkasha Bima, PM
SVAN:idhi, etc.

Ananaya verma stood
1st, Tejasvi Rajput stood

2nd and Kritika scored
3rd position in debate
competition.

The faculty member
Prof. Vipul Saraf, Dr.
Avinash, Prof. Shrau-
tika Rajput, Dr. Mamta
Sharma and Prof. Anu-
radha Kalsi (sports com-
mittee members) made
the event possible.

The event was super-
vised by Principal GCW
Parade Dr. S.P. Saras-
wat and organised by
ANO Lt Suman Lata
(Physical Director).

Principal appreciated
the students for their
outstanding perfor-
mance.

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 20: MIER
Jammu outplayed PG.
Dept JU by 2-0 and lifted
the Inter-Collegiate Bad-
minton (Women) Trophy
in the ongoing Inter
Collegiate Badminton
(Women) Tournament
2023-24 organized by
the Directorate of Sports
& Physical Education,
University of Jammu at

University Gymnasium
Hall.

For third place, MIET
Jammu defeated GDC
Vijaypur by 2-1.

Dr. Daud Igbal Baba
Director, Directorate of
Sports & Physical Edu-
cation University Jammu
awarded Trophies &
Medals to the winner &
runner up teams in the
presence of Raj Kumar
Bakshi, Vikas Karlopia,

MIER Jammu lifts I/c
Badmlnton (women) title

J
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Gagan Kumar, Sukomal
Ganguly, Imran Ahmed
and Deepak Singh.

The Tournament was
organized under the
supervision of Dr. Daud
Igbal Baba, Director,
Directorate of Sports &
Physical Education, and
University of Jammu.

The matches were offi-
ciated by Ravish Vaid
and Jeevan Lal.
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