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Suite life 
of 

Poonam Pandey

Former Chief Minister Raman 
Singh Elected Speaker Of 
Chhattisgarh Assembly

Pentagon announces new 
mission to counter attacks on 

commercial vessels in Red Sea

SPO dies of 
heart attack 
in Bandipora

SRINAGAR, Dec 19 
(Agencies): A special 
police officer on Monday 
evening lost his life after 
suffering from a heart 
attack in North Kashmir 
Bandipora district.

As per the details avail-
able with Rising Kashmir, 
SPO Mehraj uddin Lone 
of Chittibanday Bandipo-
ra suffered a heart attack 
and was immediately 
shifted to DH Bandipora, 
where doctors declared 
him dead on arrival.

He said that the 
deceased was posted in 
Police station Hajin.

JK made 
health 
supplement 
fails quality 
test, banned

SRINAGAR, Dec 19 
(Agencies): The Jammu 
and Kashmir adminis-
tration has banned a 
health supplement com-
prising lysine and zinc 
with B-complex syrup 
as it failed the quality 
test twice, The Tribune 
reported.

The Drugs and Food 
Control Organization 
has advised people to 
discontinue the usage of 
Corvit-M’s supplement 
after a sample of the 
syrup was declared to be 
“misbranded and unsafe” 
on February 24. It was 
sent for analysis to Food 
Analyst National Food 
Laboratory, Ghaziabad 
by the Drugs and Food 
Control Organization of 
JK.

It was sold under the 
trade name Corvit-M and 
manufactured in Samba.

The report further 
states that a notice was 
served to the drug manu-
facturer — M/S Raven-
bhel Healthcare Pvt Ltd 
— located at Kartholi, 
Bari Brahamana, and 
also to Life Care Phar-
macy in Srinagar.

After the manufacturer 
filed an appeal before 
a designated official a 
new sample was sent to 
Referral Food Laboratory 
in Kolkata for additional 
analysis. Once more, the 
material was deemed to 
be unsafe.

People 
deserve 
credit for 
decline in 
militancy in 
Valley: CRPF 
IG

SRINAGAR, Dec 19 
(Agencies): The people 
of Jammu and Kashmir, 
especially the youth, 
deserve credit for the 
decline in militancy-relat-
ed violence in the valley, 
a senior CRPF officer 
said here on Tuesday.

”There has been a 
huge support of the 
people, the youth. It 
would not have been 
possible without your 
support. The voice of

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Forty-nine 
opposition MPs, includ-
ing Farooq Abdullah, 
Supriya Sule, Dimple 
Yadav and Shashi Tha-
roor, were on Tuesday 
suspended from Lok 
Sabha for the remainder 
of the winter session, a 
day after 33 MPs were 
suspended from the 

House for “misconduct”.
The action came 

after the House faced 
adjournments, with 
opposition members 
raising slogans and dis-
playing placards over 
their demands. They 
have been demanding 
a statement from Home 
Minister Amit Shah over 
the Parliament security 

breach on December 13.
With 49 Lok Sabha 

MPs suspended, the 
total number of opposi-
tion parliamentarians 
suspended from the two 
Houses has gone up to 
141. With suspensions 
on Wednesday, the 
number of those who 
have been barred from 
entering Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha chambers 
till the conclusion of the 
winter session stood at 
92. The winter session 
will conclude on Decem-
ber 22.

Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Arjun Ram Meghwal 
brought the motion to 
suspend the members.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi 
said that the members 
had been suspended for 
showing placards and 
that all MPs had agreed 
that they will not resort 
to this in the new Parlia-
ment building. He said 
the opposition members 
had broken rules and 
disrespected the Chair.

Targeting Congress 
and other opposition 
parties, he said they 
were frustrated over the 

BEIJING, Dec 19 
(Agencies): The death 
from a powerful earth-
quake measuring 6.2 
on the Richter scale that 
jolted China’s Gansu 
province has increased 
to 118 on Tuesday, with 
rescuers battling sub-
zero temperatures to 
reach survivors, authori-
ties said.

Of the overall deaths 
toll, 105 were reported 
in Gansu, while 13 fatali-
ties were recorded in the 
neighbouring Qinghai 

province.
At least 20 people 

remain unaccounted for 
as rescuers continue 
to comb through the 
rubble.

According to the 
China Earthquake Net-
works Center, the quake 
occurred at 11.59 p.m. 
on Monday night and 
has a focal depth of 10 
km, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

The epicentreLiugou 
Township is about 8 km 
from the county seat 

of Jishishan Bao’an, 
Dongxiang, Salar Auton-
omous County in Linxia 
Hui Autonomous Prefec-
ture, Gansu.

The earthquake has 
also left 199 injured and 
damaged 6,381 houses 
in Jishishan, Gansu.

As of 8 a.m., 32 after-
shocks were recorded, 
with the largest register-
ing a magnitude of 4.0, 
according to a spokes-
person for the provincial 
emergency manage-
ment department, at the 
press conference.

The quake destroyed 
some rural roads and 
led to power outages 
and telecommunication 
failures in some areas.

Currently, the over-
all road traffic, power 
supply and communi-
cations disrupted by 
the quake have been 
resumed after 

Kashmir 
in grip of 
intense cold 
wave

SRINAGAR, Dec 
19 (Agencies): The 
minimum temperature 
across Kashmir dropped 
several degrees below 
freezing point overnight, 
causing hardships to the 
residents, officials said 
on Tuesday.

Srinagar city — the 
summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir — 
recorded a low of minus 
3.7 degrees Celsius on 
Monday night, a plunge 
of 4.2 degrees from 
the previous night’s 0.5 
degree Celsius, the offi-
cials said.

The famous ski resort 
of Gulmarg in Baramulla 
district recorded a low of 
minus 6.6 degrees 

Two drones, 
nearly 1 kg 
heroin seized 
near 
International 
Border in 
Amritsar

CHANDIGARH, Dec 
19 (Agencies): Two 
drones and nearly one 
kg of heroin were seized 
near the India-Pakistan 
border in Punjab’s Amrit-
sar, a BSF spokesper-
son said on Tuesday.

  The drone was 
noticed near Dhanoe 
Khurd village in Amritsar 
early on Tuesday.

During a search oper-
ation along with the 
Punjab Police, the Chi-
na-made drone and a 
packet of heroin weigh-
ing 430 grams were 
seized from a field. A 
nylon ring and a

SRINAGAR, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
on Tuesday accorded 
sanction to the consti-
tution of a Union Terri-
tory Level Cooperative 
Development Commit-
tee and a District Level 
Cooperative Commit-
tee to strengthen coop-
erative movement and 
deepen its reach in the 

UT.
According to an order, 

a copy of which lies with 
Greater Kashmir, the 
UT Level Cooperative 
Development Commit-
tee will be chaired by 
Chief Secretary J&K.

Its members will be 
Administrative Secre-
tary, Agriculture Pro-
duction Department; 
Administrative Secre-

tary, Finance Depart-
ment; Administrative 
Secretary, Department 
of RDD & Panchayati 
Raj; Administrative 
Secretary, Revenue 
Department; Registrar 
of Cooperative Societ-
ies J&K; Chief General 
Manager, NABARD 
J&K; Convener J&K 
Lead Bank (UTLBC); 
Representative from 
National Cooperative 
Development Corpora-
tion (NCDC), Repre-
sentative from National 
Diary Development 
Board (NDDB); Repre-
sentative from National 
Fisheries Development 
Board (NFDB); Chair-
man/Managing Director 
of State Cooperative

49 more Lok Sabha Opposition MPs suspended 
today, action against 141 so far

China quake toll reaches 118, rescuers 
battle sub-zero temp to reach survivors

Govt constitutes committees at UT, 
District level to strengthen Cooperative 
movement in J&K

JAMMU, Dec 19 (Agencies): Four per-
sons were arrested and many others 
booked on Tuesday as the police 
launched a major drive to identify those 
providing shelter to the illegally settled 
Rohingya immigrants in different dis-
tricts of Jammu region, officials said.

Three persons were arrested in 
Poonch and one in Rajouri, while 10 
others were booked in Doda besides 
seven FIRs were registered at differ-
ent police stations in Jammu where the 
police parties swooped on the Rohingya 
settlements at over two dozen places 
and carried out house-to-house search-
es, they said.

“Some locals have provided their plots 
of land to settle the outside immigrants. 
We are checking and identifying these 
facilitators, who are also availing the 
government benefits for them,” Deputy 
Inspector General (DIG), Jammu-Sam-
ba-Kathua range, Shakti Pathak, told 
reporters outside a Rohingya settlement 
here.

Pathak, who was supervising the 
crackdown, said some 30 locations in 
the jurisdiction of seven police stations 

were searched in Jammu city.
Earlier, a police spokesperson said 

that seven FIRs were lodged at Sat-
wari, Trikuta Nagar, Bagh-e-Bahu, 
Channi Himmat, Nowabad, Domana 
and Nagrota police stations against the 
people accused of providing shelter to 
the foreign immigrants and also availing 
the government benefits to them.

The searches in the presence of the 
magistrates were conducted at differ-

ent locations where the non-citizens 
are accommodated and also at the 
residential places of the facilitators, 
the official said, adding that illegally 
acquired Indian documents like PAN 
cards, Aadhaar cards and bank docu-
ments among other incriminating mate-
rials were seized during the searches.

“Investigation into the matter has 
started and other details will be shared 
subsequently. Stringent action in the 

future shall be taken against all such 
defaulters,” the spokesperson said.

The officials said that three persons 
identified as Nazir Ahmad Gujjar, Mohd 
Sayaf and Waseem Akram were arrest-
ed for creating fake Aadhaar card and 
ration card of a Rohingya at Dhargloon 
village of Poonch district.

Gujjar, who had married his daugh-
ter Farzana Kosser to Rohingya Mohd 
Numaan in 2016, had managed fake 
Aadhaar card and ration card for his 
son-in-law, the officials said.

Numaan, who was arrested on 
November 30, is presently in judicial 
custody, they said.

A police spokesman said that another 
facilitator Lal Din was arrested from his 
Laam-Nowshera residence in Rajouri 
district following an investigation of a 
case registered in October post the 
arrest of a Myanmar woman named 
Haleema, who is presently on bail.

The spokesman said the police have 
registered three FIRs in Doda district 
against 10 foreign immigrants, including 
Rohingyas and Bangladeshi nationals 
and their 

Four arrested as Police launches drive to identify people 
providing shelter to Rohingyas in Jammu
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Pro-

vincial President Jammu 
and Kashmir National 
Conference Jammu Prov-
ince, Rattan Lal Gupta has 
nominated the office bear-
ers District Rajouri Rural 
in Nowshera Constituency 
on the recommendations of 
Surinder Choudhary, Cen-

tral Secretary and former 
MLC.

Sunil Choudhary has 
been nominated as Block 
President Nowshera, 
Chotu Ram Choudhary 
as Vice President Jammu 
Province Kissan Cell, 
Mohinder Sudan as Vice 
President Pir Panjal Zone 
and Rajesh Gupta as City 

President Nowshera.
Rattan Lal Gupta con-

gratulated newly nomi-
nated Office bearers and 
hoped that office bearers 
will reach to the gross root 
level workers to mitigate 
the sufferings of the people 
in their respective areas 
and strengthen the party 
units to face forthcoming 
challenges.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: The first 

day of Gau Gopal Mahaya-
gya organized at Sohanja-
na, the holy smadhi of Tya-
gamurti Shri Dwarka Nath 
Shastri Ji Maharaj, who 
is apostle of renunciation, 
peace, love and patriotism, 
started with the worship of 
God.

Under the guidance of 
revered Gangadhar ji, the 
chief Acharya of the Yagya, 
Dr. Rakesh Shastri ji, along 
with his fellow scholars, 
prayed to the gods, planets 
and more than a hundred 
of devotees who are going 
to offer oblations in the 9 
days duration Yagya in 
accordance with the scrip-
tures with Vedic mantras 
throughout the day from 
10 am to 5 pm.

Tomorrow, on the second 
day of the yagya, all the 
guests will enter the yagya 
hall after filling the urn from 
the Samadhi Sarovar.

With the aim of provid-
ing religious benefits to the 
people and also making 
them aware of national-
ism, the operator of this 
Mahayagya, the Gangad-
har, hoisted the national 
flag at the Yagya Bhoomi 
and highlighted the impor-

tance of patriotism in every-
one’s life.

This Mahayagya is being 
organized to commemorate 
the 63rd appearance day  
I.e. birthday of the popular 
Duggar Ratna Saint Shi-
romani Shri Dwarka Nath 
Shastri Ji. Apart from reli-
gious rituals like yagya, 
puja, bhajan and kirtan, a 
huge fair also continues 
here for the whole 9 days.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: In 

the midst of this harsh 
winter, Live For Others 
- Being Helpful Foun-
dation (LFO-BHF) has 
extended a lifeline to 
those in dire need with 
its successful conclu-
sion of the “Share the 
Warmth” project in col-
laboration with Talla 
Jewellers. A total of 
200 blankets were dis-
tributed to road-siders 
and individuals facing 
economic hardships, 
providing solace and 
relief during these winter 
months.

The foundation stra-
tegically targeted key 
locations, including the 
Railway Station, Bahu 
Plaza, Ranbireshwar 
Temple, and various 

other areas, recognizing 
the heightened vulner-
ability of individuals in 
these places during the 
harsh winter conditions.

In the face of these 
cruel winters, Live For 
Others - Being Helpful 
Foundation embarked 
on this mission with the 
belief that a simple act 

of kindness, like provid-
ing a warm blanket, can 
make a significant differ-
ence in the lives of those 
struggling to stay warm.

On speaking with 
Kashish Gupta, CEO 
Talla Jewellers said “The 
success of the “Share 
the Warmth” project is 
a testament to the Talla 

Jewellers unwavering 
commitment to alleviat-
ing the hardships faced 
by the less fortunate. 
Volunteers worked tire-
lessly to ensure that the 
blankets reached those 
who needed them the 
most, emphasizing the 
foundation’s dedication 
to being a source of 

warmth in the commu-
nity”.

While speaking with 
Vivek Parihar, CEO & 
Founder of LFO-BHF 
said “Live For Others - 
Being Helpful Founda-
tion extends heartfelt 
gratitude to all donors, 
volunteers, and sup-
porters who played a 
crucial role in making 
this initiative a reality. As 
the winter continues its 
relentless grip, the foun-
dation remains resolute 
in its mission to stand 
by the side of those in 
dried need, embodying 
the spirit of compassion 
and selflessness”.

Members who were 
present in this project 
were Shubam, Sahil, 
Samar, Babita, Stuti, 
Abhishek Raina, Sachin 
and many more.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 189: 

Apropos to the news 
titled “92 MPs suspend-
ed  from Parliament in 
default of raising their 
voice , demanding state-
ment on the floor of Lok 
Sabha/ Rajya Sabha 
by Home Minister or 
Prime Minister  regard-
ing record suspension 
of MPs in a single day 
published in a section 
of press, the  AAP , 
Senior leaders, Ram 
Singh Chauhan and 
Kuldeep Kumar Rao, 
in a press statement 
issued here  expressed 
great shock & dismay 
over the manner trying 
to silence or punish any 
voice against the policy 
of the ruling dispensa-
tion.

The AAP leaders fur-
ther disclosed that in 
a bid to shield on BJP 
MP, Partap Simha who 

has issued pass to the 
youths who succeeded 
in the breach of secu-
rity in Parliament & the 
Government has sacked 
92 MPs just to avoid 
expose of one BJP 
MP, thus executing the 
democracy & its proce-
dures, they said that in 
fact Partap Simha has 
published a book all out 
praising Modi as a fruit 
of which he was made 
MP in 2014 as also in 
2019.

This  precedence, AAP 
release said is Monar-
chial and very danger-
ous for the democracy, 
unity & integrity of coun-

try, they said and added 
giving priority & saving 
one blue eyed MP, 
Modi government has 
sacked 92 MPs snatch-
ing their right of raising 
voice regarding secu-
rity  of MPs in  saving  
honor and dignity of the 
House, they regretted.

The AAP release has 
appealed the masses to 
read between the lines 
and judge for them-
selves as to whether are 
we not heading towards 
dictatorship where dem-
ocratic valves have no 
meaning and relevance 
in the greatest democ-
racy of the World.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Aryan 

Mathur (V-I), a student 
of Delhi Public School 
Jammu brought laurels to 
the school and his parents 
by winning gold medal in 
State Karate Champion-
ship-2023 organized by 
STAIRS Foundation held 
at Sports Stadium, Bhag-
wati Nagar, Jammu on 
23rd November, 2023. He 
participated in U-12 years 
below 50 kg Pool-B Kumite 
event.

Inaaya Gupta (III-K) 
also won silver medal and 
secured 2nd place in J&K 
U.T Karate-Do Champi-

onship-2023 organized 
by Traditional Karate-Do 
Association of Jammu and 
Kashmir held at Bhagwati 
Nagar from 7-8 December, 
2023. She participated in 
U-8 Kumite event.

The esteemed Manage-
ment DPS Jammu, Hon’ble 
President-RCT, Ajatshatru 
Singh, Pro VC- Dr. Ritu 
Singh, Director- S.S Sodhi 
along with Principal-DPS 
Jammu and staff congrat-
ulated the winners, their 
parents and coach, Suresh 
Kumar for their brilliant 
performances. They also 
extended their best wishes 
to them for all their future 
endeavours.

NC nominates office bearers District Rajouri 
Rural in Nowshera Constituency

Gau Gopal Mahayagya begins

Blanket donation drive under “Share the Warmth” 
initiated by Talla Jewellers, LFO-BHF

Aryan, Inaaya of DPS 
Jammu shine in UT level 
sports championship

Suspension of 92 MPs in a day
India is fast heading towards dictatorship:AAP

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Sunil 

Dimple, the president of 
the Mission Statehood, 
described the suspension 
of 141 Members of Parlia-
ment (MPs) from Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha as “unfor-
tunate” and characterized 
as a “murder of democracy.

He argued that the act dis-
respects not only the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir but 
also the entire nation.

Dimple emphasized the 
significance of the Parlia-
ment as the “temple of 
democracy” and believes 
that the suspension under-
mines the democratic pro-

cess.
Dimple asserted that the 

struggle for Jammu and 
Kashmir statehood will per-
sist until justice is achieved. 
He mentions the victories in 
the Supreme Court, which 
led to the restoration of 
Jammu and Kashmir as a 
princely Dogra state and the 
decision to hold Assembly 
elections for a democratic 
setup in the region.

Looking forward, Dimple 
outlined the Mission State-
hood’s goals, including 
protecting the interests of 
Jammu and Kashmir resi-
dents such as their lands, 
jobs, identity, culture, and 
demography.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of implementing the 
Instrument of Accession 
conditions signed by Maha-
raja Hari Singh with India 
during the accession pro-
cess.

Dimple demanded the 
immediate restoration of 
Jammu and Kashmir’s 
statehood, calling for simul-
taneous assembly and par-
liament elections under the 
Jammu and Kashmir state-
hood.

He sought to uphold the 
conditions agreed upon in 
the Standstill Agreement 
signed by Maharaja Hari 
Singh during the state’s 
accession to India.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Apni Party 

Provincial President, Jammu, 
and Former Minister, S Manjit 
Singh today said that there is 
no alternative to an elected Govt 
that represents the real aspira-
tion of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

 “The elections for Legisla-
tive Assembly were delayed for 
several years and have given 
rise to multiple issues in both 
the regions of Jammu and Kash-
mir,” said Former Minister, while 
addressing a meeting cum join-
ing program.

In this joining program, pri-
vate school principal Vijay 
Kumar, Panch - Vinay Kumar, 
and social activist Banarsi Das 
joined the party in presence of 
Manjit Singh.

Prominent businessman, 
Vishal Singh Nariana and other 
leaders of the Party were also 
present on the occasion.

While welcoming them into the 
party fold, the Former Minister 
hoped that their joining would 
strengthen on the ground.

In his address, he said that the 
present form of Govt is unable 
to address the public issues and 

the authorities hardly concern 
about the public issues.

 “The public issues mostly 
remain unaddressed and the 
Govt offices wore a deserted 
look because the people have 
stopped visiting the Govt offic-
es in the wake of insensitive 
approach of the officials,” he 
said.

He said that the people in 

both the regions want holding 
of assembly elections.

 “The situation is favourable 
and peaceful in Jammu and 
Kashmir to hold assembly 
polls. Therefore, the Election 
Commission of India should 
announce the assembly elec-
tion,” he added, while hailing 
the directions of the apex court 
regarding the assembly elec-
tions in J&K.

He said that the development 
has stopped, unemployment 
has increased, resources and 
trade both are being grabbed by 
the non-locals.

 “We are monitoring the situ-
ation. We believe that the con-
stitutional rights of the local 
population should be protected 
by providing them employ-
ment, resources, and grab of 
employment by the outsiders,” 
he added.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: P.G. Depart-

ment of Commerce organized 
guest lecture on “Career Oppor-
tunities in RBI” on 19th Decem-
ber, 2023.

The event was organised by 
the Department under the guid-
ance of Dr. Jeevan Jyoti, HoD, 
Commerce who urged to take a 
proactive step towards enhanc-
ing career opportunities for the 
students.

Rohit Rawat, Assistant Man-
ager RBI and Kannagi Lath 
were the resource person of 
the event.

Rohit Rawat apprised the 

students about various place-
ment avenues in banking sector 
with special focus on RBI. He 
also enlightened the students 
regarding entry strategies and 
skill required to face the inter-
view in banking sector.

Kannagi Lath familiarised the 

students with the work culture 
of the banking sector.

She further informed the par-
ticipants about the eligibility 
requirements to apply for the 
jobs.

During the engaging session, 
students had the opportunity 

to interact with the resource 
person, posing questions and 
gaining valuable advice on pur-
suing a career in the RBI.

The Quiz contest was also 
conducted for the students 
during the session.

They also enlightened the stu-
dents about the various career 
opportunities available in other 
sectors as well. The proceed-
ings were handled by Dr. Rupa 
Mahajan.

Other faculty members pres-
ent in the event are Dr. Tarsem 
Lal, Dr. Sunil Kumar, Dr. Har-
leen Kaur, Dr. Vishal Gupta, Dr. 
Sumeet Kour and Dr. Deepti 
Abrol.

Elected Govt represents real aspiration of 
J&K’s people, says Manjit Singh

Private School Principal, Panch, social activist join Apni Party

PG Deptt of Commerce organizes Guest lecture on 
“Career Opportunities in RBI”

Dimple describes suspension of 141 
MPs as “unfortunate”
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By: Aakar Patel

A rational nation, a reason-
able State, should be 
able to distinguish 

between a peaceful protest, 
however spirited, and an act 
of terrorism.
That we no longer can is a 

reflection of two things. One 
is that India’s laws, which 
have always been bad, have 
now become demented. The 
other is our inability to sepa-
rate the State from the nation. 
Recent events, whose details 
we do not need to go into 
here, shine a light on both. 
We need to see how, and this 
is not limited to the events in 
our Parliament.
Cattle slaughter is an eco-

nomic offence in India, and 
not a religious crime. This is 
because the Constitution’s 
directive principle on this 
issue advises us that cattle 
are important for the econo-
my. The Constituent Assem-
bly debates are filled with 
earnest Congressmen telling 
the nation that one reason 
India was malnourished was 
because there was insuffi-
cient milk for our children. 
And to reverse this, it was 
necessary that cow slaughter 
be banned. No evidence was 
given from elsewhere in the 
world because none existed. 
In one of its early manifestoes, 
the Jan Sangh had opposed 
the use of tractors because 
that would mean that bull-
ocks would have no work.
All this has changed over the 

years, of course. India is now 

a milk surplus nation that 
exports its produce. And trac-
tors have long eclipsed bull-
ocks. But the cattle slaughter 
laws not only remain, but 
have been tightened. Guja-
rat’s punishment for cattle 
slaughter is now life impris-
onment. No other economic 
crime attracts this, but we 
have accepted that we are so 
full of passion in this that we 
cannot turn back from this 
path.
The law comes with rever-

sal of the burden of proof. In 
2019 a Gujarati Muslim was 
accused of slaughtering a cow 
to serve beef at his daughter’s 
wedding. The police told the 
court they could not prove 
that this had happened. The 
forensic sciences laboratory 
said the same thing. The judge 
sentenced the man to 10 years 
in jail nonetheless, saying that 
it was for him to prove that 
he was innocent and not for 
the State to prove his guilt. 
The Gujarat High Court sus-
pended the sentence on the 
grounds of “judicial discre-
tion”. Perhaps the court was 
embarrassed that we have 
such laws on the book in this 
era. But the interesting thing 
is that you could rationally 
argue both sides. The higher 
court was right to overturn 
the sentence. But the sentence 
was the result of a law and the 
judge was not out of place in 
convicting the man.
Today saying that something 

is a “security threat” is suffi-
cient to send to jail, possibly 
for years, if the present is any 

indication, a group of young-
sters making a point. Whose 
security? What threat? These 
are waters too deep for us 
to venture into as it requires 
adults to consider such things 
and we are not adults. In 
1919, Mahatma Gandhi led 
an all-India strike against 
the Rowlatt Act. In support, 
a crowd gathered in Amrit-
sar to join the protest at Jal-
lianwala Bagh. Punjab’s gov-
ernor Sir Michael O’Dwyer 
claimed that British rule was 
under threat and responded 
with violence, unleashing 
the Gurkha and Baloch Regi-
ments on the civilians, killing 
over 300. The British passed 
the Rowlatt Act in the face 
of opposition from all of the 
Indian members of the Impe-
rial Legislative Council. The 
British claimed the law would 
affect very few Indians. How-
ever, Gandhi called it an 
“affront to the nation”.
So, what was so offensive 

about the Rowlatt Act (more 
properly, the Anarchical and 
Revolutionary Crimes Act 
1919)? Why were Indians so 
angered by it that they were 
holding public demonstra-
tions and opposing it in the 
Council?
This legislation did away 

with fundamental principles 
of the rule of law. It could 
hold people without charge or 
trial and it did away with jury 
trials, in favour of in-camera 
trials by judges. This is called 
administrative detention, 
meaning the jailing of some-
one without a crime having 

been committed, merely on 
the suspicion that they will 
commit a crime in future. That 
anger which we had when it 
came to the British trampling 
over our rights appears to 
have vanished when it comes 
to oppression under a govern-
ment run by our own people.
The UAPA, under which 

many Indians have been 
charged and are in jail, does 
not define “terrorist” or “ter-
rorism”.
The law (readers would do 

well to read the latest ver-
sion of it) is broad enough to 
name vast numbers of Indians 
as “terrorists” because it is so 
loosely framed. It has to be 
opposed, by all of us.
At the age of 22, Bhagat 

Singh became a national 
celebrity in India. His act of 
rebellion, his desire to not 
cause harm to the enemy — 
the bombs were only whiz-
bangs that produced smoke 
— and his ability to express 
himself clearly ensured that 
the media and the public were 
both riveted by him.
What was the law that he 

was opposing? Bhagat Singh 
threw his smoke bombs to 
oppose the Public Safety Bill. 
It allowed the government to 
jail people without trial. Just 
like UAPA. Bhagat Singh 
was right to oppose it. He 
was right to oppose it in the 
manner he did. We call him a 
martyr because he was pun-
ished for doing what he did 
for the rest of us. We call the 
young people who did exact-
ly the same thing and for the 
same reason “terrorists”.

By: Vijay GarG 

T
he generative AI will 
change the way econ-
omy functions and 

businesses are run; it will 
be a game changer for in 
many verticals
In a world driven by 

unprecedented technologi-
cal advancements, there 
emerges a groundbreak-
ing force that promises 
to reshape the very fabric 
of innovation: generative 
artificial intelligence. With 
its awe-inspiring abil-
ity to create, compose, and 
imagine, generative AI has 
surged to the forefront of 
scientific exploration, cap-
turing the imaginations of 
researchers, entrepreneurs, 
and artists alike.
From generating realistic 

images and synthesising 
music to aiding in drug dis-
covery and revolutionising 
customer experiences, this 
cutting-edge technology 
possesses the potential to 
revolutionise a vast array 
of industries, transcend-
ing boundaries and push-
ing the limits of what we 
thought was impossible.
Potential of Gen AI
GenAI is creating excit-

ing possibilities in vari-
ous industries, including 
art, design, entertainment, 

and healthcare, pushing 
the boundaries of human 
imagination and creative 
expression.
Hyper-Personalisation
Hyper-personalization, 

driven by generative AI, 
refers to the ability to 
deliver highly tailored and 
individualized experienc-
es to users based on their 
unique preferences, behav-
iours, and characteristics. 
By leveraging generative 
AI algorithms, businesses 
can generate personalized 
content, recommendations, 
and product offerings that 
resonate with each user on 
a deeper level.
Coding and App Creation
Code and app builders 

leverage generative AI 
techniques to assist devel-
opers in creating software 
more efficiently, reducing 
the need for manual coding 
and streamlining the appli-
cation development pro-
cess.
One industry significant-

ly impacted by this trend 
is software development. 
These tools can automati-
cally generate code snip-
pets, templates, or even 
complete applications 
based on high-level specifi-
cations provided by devel-
opers. This also democratiz-
es software development, 

making it more accessible 
to individuals with limited 
coding experience.
Enhanced Realism and 

Fidelity
Enhanced realism and 

fidelity driven by genera-
tive AI refers to using gen-
erative artificial intelligence 
models to create highly 
realistic and detailed out-
puts in various domains. 
GenAI algorithms can gen-
erate high-quality images, 
videos, audio, and text that 
closely resemble real-world 
data. This trend profoundly 
impacted numerous indus-
tries and domains, revolu-
tionizing how we create, 
design, and interact with 
digital content.
In the entertainment 

industry, it enables the cre-
ation of more captivating 
movies, games, and VR/
AR experiences. It enhanc-
es immersion, resulting in 
more engaging storytelling 
and improved user experi-
ences.
Interactive and co-creative 

systems
Interactive and co-cre-

ative systems allow users 
to actively participate and 
collaborate in the genera-
tive process. These systems 
enable real-time interaction 
between humans and AI, 
fostering a co-creative rela-

tionship where both entities 
contribute to generating 
content, ideas, or designs.
One industry greatly 

impacted by interactive 
and co-creative systems is 
the field of design and cre-
ativity. Tools like Adobe 
Sensei, a suite of AI-pow-
ered creative tools, provide 
designers with interactive 
features. Another example 
can be found in the music 
industry.
Cross-domain Applica-

tions
Cross-domain applica-

tions are used to gener-
ate content or solutions 
that transcend traditional 
boundaries and apply 
to multiple industries or 
domains. Generative AI 
algorithms have the ability 
to learn patterns and char-
acteristics from one domain 
and apply them to anoth-
er, enabling the creation of 
innovative solutions and 
fostering collaboration 
between diverse fields.
Generative models trained 

on medical imaging data 
can generate synthetic 
images that resemble accu-
rate patient scans.

(Vijay GarG Retired 
Principal Educational 

columnist Malout 
Punjab)

In the eighth century the Rohingya 
lived in Arakan, an independent 
kingdom now known as Rakhine. 

Between the ninth and fourteenth centu-
ries the Rohingya community came into 
contact with Islam through Arab trad-
ers and strong ties developed between 
Arakan and Bengal. In 1784, the king 
of Burma (modern Myanmar) captured 
independent Arakan and thousands of 
refugees (today called Rohingya) fled to 
Bengal.

In the year 1790, a British diplomat 
named Hiram Cox was sent to help these 
refugees and built the city of Cox’s Bazar 
in Bangladesh. Even today, a large number 
of Rohingya refugees live in Cox’s Bazar. 
Later, Britain captured Burma and made 
it a province of British India as Myanmar.

Workers from Burma migrated to many 
parts of British India in search of work 
and thus the Rohingyas also joined India. 
In the year 1942, Japan attacked Burma 
and expelled the British from there. When 
the British retaliated, Burmese national-
ists began attacking Muslim communities. 
The result was that in the year 1948, ten-
sion increased between the new govern-
ment of Burma and the Rohingya people.

The majority Rohingyas demanded that 
Arakan merge with Muslim-majority 
Pakistan. On this, the Burmese govern-
ment deported the Rohingya people and 
the Rohingyas appointed as civil sol-
diers were dismissed. In the fifties, the 
Rohingya community began to resist the 
Burmese government through an armed 
group called the Mujahid.

General Ne Win finally came to power 
in the year 1962 and a harsh policy was 
adopted against the Rohingya people. In 
the year 1977, Burma’s military govern-
ment-Junta launched several major oper-
ations to trace the Rohingya population 
and areas and two lakh Rohingya people 
had to flee to Bangladesh. In the year 
1989, the name of Burma was changed 
to Myanmar. In the year 1991, 2.5 lakh 
Rohingya people had to flee Myanmar.

Later, through a repatriation agreement 
with Bangladesh, more than two lakh 
Rohingya arrived in the Rakhine region 
between 1992 and 1997. After coming 
here, their conflict started with the Bud-
dhists of Rakhine. Since they were Mus-
lims they were a threat to the rights of 
Buddhists. In the year 2012 and year 
2016, there have been incidents of large 
amount of bloodshed between Buddhists 
and Rohingyas, in which soldiers also 
took retaliatory action against Rohing-
yas. According to data from the Indian 
Ministry of Home Affairs, approximately 
forty thousand Rohingya refugees live 
in India. They have reached India from 
Bangladesh. India considers all Rohingya 
refugees as illegal migrants and is seek-
ing an effective repatriation agreement 
to send them back to their countries of 
origin. Today the refugee crisis is increas-
ing in South Asia.

In such a situation, if India supports 
Rohingya, then in some way or the other, 
the pressure will increase on it to provide 
security to Tamils, Madhesis and Chakma 
people also. In such a situation, India’s 
national interests will be affected. Keep-
ing all these things in mind, India has not 
signed the United Nations Refugee Con-
vention, 1951. India is conscious of its 
internal security. India has had to deal 
with the large number of Chakma refu-
gees from Bangladesh in Assam and the 
challenges posed by them. 

EDITORIAL

The generative  Artificial intelligence will change the way economy functions

Who’s a ‘terrorist’: Spraying smoke in Parliament just like Bhagat Singh?

ROHINGYAS 
IN INDIA
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Top News Report
KATHUA, Dec 19: A 

signature campaign was 
organised by NSS units 
of GDC Kathua under the 
banner of Viksit Bharat 
Programme.

The motive behind this 
event was to spread 
awareness among the 
students to register them-
selves on the MY Bharat 
Portal and share their 
ideas in contributing to 
the noble cause of Nation 
building. Numbers of stu-
dents participated in the 

campaign with full zeal 
and zest.

Principal GDC Kathua  
Prof Seema Mir along with 
senior faculty members 
participated in the cam-
paign. She addressed the 
students and encouraged 
them to enroll themselves 
on My Bharat Portal plat-
form.

She stressed upon the 
main motive to develop 
this portal is to allow 
the youth to develop 
their Individual profiles 
enabling them to connect 
with government and pri-

vate sectors.
This portal also offers 

a wide range of oppor-
tunities for the youth to 
engage in Nation building 
activities.

These activities are 
being organised under 
the patronage of Prin-
cipal Prof Semma Mir 
and supervised by NSS 
programme officers Prof 
Manmohan Singh, Dr 
Kulbir Singh and Prof 
Shivani Sharma.

The senior facul-
ty members Dr R.K. 
Manhas,HOD Botany, 
Prof Shivani Kotwal, HOD 
Department of English,Dr 
Ambika Rajput, Dr Gotam 
Singh, Dr Jogbinder 
Singh Soodan Director 
Physical Education and 
Sports and Dr Tejashwar 
Singh graced the occa-
sion with their benign 
presence.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: 

Apni Party Media Advi-
sor, Farooq Andrabi on 
Tuesday called on Chief 
Secretary Atal Dulloo 
and discussed various 
developmental issues 
with him.

As per a press release, 

Farooq Andrabi, who 
was accompanied by 
Apni Party leaders, met 
the Chief Secretary J&K 
at his office in Civil Sec-
retariat, Jammu.

During the meeting, 
Andrabi congratulated 
Dulloo on his posting 
as Chief Secretary and 
hoped that his posting 

would pave the way 
for a new era of devel-
opment in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Farooq Andrabi was 
accompanied by Apni 
Party Youth Wing Gen-
eral Secretary, and 
Spokesperson, Abhay 
Bakaya, and Party 
leader, Prof GM Paul.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Apni 

Party on Tuesday held a 
condolence meeting to 
express sympathy with 
its youth wing district vice 
president, Abhinav Gupta 
whose mother passed 
away following illness.

The condolence meeting 
was organised under the 
leadership of Provincial 
President Jammu Manjit 
Singh here at Party office, 
Gandhi Nagar in Jammu.

During the meeting, 
two minutes silence was 
observed and prayers 
for the eternal peace of 
the departed soul Sudha 
Gupta was also held.

The Party leaders also 
prayed for the courage of 

the bereaved family mem-
bers to bear this irreparable 
loss.

Those who attended 
the condolence meet and 
extended symptoms with 
the bereaved family mem-
bers includes senior vice 
president, Faqir Nath, state 
Coordinator SC Wing, 
Bodh Raj Bhagat, State 
Coordinator OBC Wing, 
Bhagat Ram, State Presi-
dent Trade Union, Ajaz 
Kazmi, Provincial Presi-
dent Youth Wing, Vipul 
Bali, Legal Cell Provincial 
President Jammu, Vikram 
Rathore, District Senior 
Vice President Youth Wing, 
Sandeep Vaid, District Sec-
retary Youth Wing, Ankush 
Dogra, and others.

Top News Report
R S PURA, Dec 19: 

In continuation to the 
sequel of events orga-
nized under the banner 
of  “Viksit Bharat @ 
2047”, Dept. of Dogri, 
NSS, NCC and RRC 
of Government Degree 
College R.S.Pura , orga-
nized a poster making 
competition on Tuesday.

The main mission of 
the event  is to actively 
involve the youth of the 
college in the formula-
tion of national plans, pri-
orities, and goals of the 
country. It will provide a 
platform for the youth to 
contribute ideas to the 
vision of Viksit Bharat 
@2047.  The theme 
of the poster-making 
event was ‘Glimpses of 
Bharat@2047’.

Students actively par-

ticipated in the event 
and showcased their 
creativity in the form 
of their ideas on Viksit 
Bharat@2047.

 The event was held 
under the guidance and 
supervision of the Col-
lege Principal Dr. Rajni 
Bhagat. She appreciat-
ed the efforts of  partici-
pants and encouraged 
them to participate in 
such activities.

She foster all the stu-
dents to be a part of 
this endeavor to further 
boost the growth and 
development of the 
nation and the impor-
tance of their role as 
the future of the coun-
try.The primary goal of 
Viksit Bharat @2047 is 
to actively involve the 
youth in formulating 
national plans, priorities, 
and goals.

Dr. Sunil Kumar Man-
goch, event coordinator 
highlighted the impor-
tance of activities like 
Poster Making in chan-
nelizing the innovative 
ideas of the youth into 
nation-building, con-
tributing not only to 
the development of the 
nation but also to the 
personal growth of the 
individuals involved. The 
Poster Making activity 
at Government College 
R. S. Pura reflects the 
commitment of the col-
lege to engage students 
in meaningful ways, 
fostering creativity and 
innovation for the col-
lective vision of a devel-
oped India by 2047.

Prominent among the 
others present were 
Dr. Rakesh Choudhary, 
Prof. Sankeet Gupta, 
Prof. Neelam Kumari 
and Rekha.

Top News Report
BHADERWAH, Dec 

19: Weeklong workshop 
Faculty Development 
Program (FDP) on the 
topic “Machine Learning, 
Theory, and Application 
with a Special Focus on 
Electroencephalography, 
Document, and Sign Ges-
tures Analysis.”

Organized by the 
Department of Computer 
Science and Information 
Technology Bhaderwah 
Campus, University of 
Jammu, in collaboration 
with HRDC centre, Uni-
versity of Jammu, iHUB 
Divya Sampark, IIT Roor-
kee & LTU Sweden com-
menced here today. The 
FDP is scheduled to take 
place from December 19 
to 23, 2023.

Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice 
Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Jammu, in his 
message extended his 
best wishes to Bhader-
wah Campus, particularly 
appreciating Department 
of Computer Science & 
IT, Bhaderwah campus for 
spearheading the organi-
zation of this weeklong 
workshop.

Prof. Rahul Gupta, 
Rector of Bhaderwah 
Campus in his message 
extending best wishes to 
the Department of Com-

puter Science and Infor-
mation Technology. Prof. 
Rahul Gupta specifically 
acknowledged faculty of 
Computer Sciences and 
IT at Bhaderwah Campus, 
for their instrumental role 
in organizing the FDP.

The chief guest for the 
occasion was Mr. Harvin-
der Singh (IAS), Deputy 
Commissioner Doda, who 
addressed the august 
gathering. In his speech, 
DC Doda congratulated 
the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Jammu 
for launching the “Design 
Your Degree” program, a 
unique intiatve that trans-
form the educational 
scenerios of the UT of 
JK. He emphasized the 
importance of women 
empowerment and com-
mended the efforts of 
Bhaderwah Campus in 
hosting such enlightening 
initiatives. “This collabora-

tive effort between Bhad-
erwah Campus, HRDC 
Centre JU, LTU Sweden 
and iHUB Divya Sampark, 
IIT Roorkee, marks a sig-
nificant stride in fostering 
knowledge exchange and 
advancing research in the 
field of machine learning,” 
he added

Prof. Sandeep Pandita, 
Director HRDC centre in 
his message extebds his 
best wishes to the org-
naizers of this workshop 
especially the department 
of Computer Sciences & 
IT

Dr. Jatinder Manhas, 
the Convenor of the FDP, 
elucidated the objectives 
of the workshop during 
the inaugural session. 
The participants are set 
to benefit from the exper-
tise of Dr. Rajkumar Saini, 
who presented a detailed 
lecture on machine learn-
ing theories and applica-

tions, with a specific focus 
on Electroencephalogra-
phy, document analysis, 
and sign gestures analy-
sis.

Renowned expert Dr. 
Rajkumar Saini from 
Lulea University of Tech-
nology, Sweden, is serv-
ing as the distinguished 
resource person for the 
program. The initiative 
aims to explore the nuanc-
es of machine learning, 
focusing specifically on 
Electroencephalography 
(EEG), document analy-
sis, and sign gestures 
analysis. Dr. Rajkumar 
Saini, the distinguished 
resource person, deliv-
ered a detailed lecture 
covering the intricacies of 
machine learning theories 
and applications, with a 
specific focus on Electro-
encephalography, docu-
ment analysis, and sign 
gestures analysis. His 

expertise and insights 
are expected to provide a 
valuable learning experi-
ence for the participants.

The weeklong FDP 
aims to foster a deeper 
understanding of machine 
learning concepts and 
their real-world applica-
tions, particularly in the 
domains of Electroen-
cephalography, docu-
ment analysis, and sign 
gestures analysis. The 
organizers express their 
gratitude to Dr. Rajkumar 
Saini, all the participants, 
and the esteemed guests 
for making this event 
possible. Dr Abid Sarwar 
from the department of 
Computer Science and 
IT presented formal vote 
of thanks.

Present on the occa-
sion include Dr Neeraj 
Sharma, Dr Subash 
Chander, Dr Rakesh 
Sharma , Dr Sunil Bhard-
waj, ,Dr Shayan Javed, 
Dr Cherring Tandop, Mr 
Mujeeb Shekh , Dr Rohit 
Bhagat , Dr. Ajay Lakhno-
tra, Dr Neeraj Kumar,Dr 
Ashok Sharma SHO 
Bhaderwah Amrit Katoch, 
Mr Wasim Akram, Ms. 
Shallu Kotwal, Mr Abrar 
Ali Sheikh , Miss Priya 
Rani, Mr Yaseer Ali , Mr 
Parvesh Singh members 
from non-teaching depart-
ment , officials from police 
and civil administration.

Top News Report
KULGAM, Dec 19: A fire broke out in 

an electric equipment store adjacent to a 
residential house in Okei village of South 
Kashmir’s Kulgam on Tuesday morning.

Locals told Voice of india correspondent 
Gh Nabi khanday that many electronic 
appliances including refrigerators and 
washing machines were damaged in the 
incident, however, rescuers managed to 

save scores of appliances before the fire 
engulfed the warehouse.

They said various fire tenders were 
pressed into service to extinguish the 
fire. No injuries have been reported and 
the reason for the fire is attributed to a 
short circuit.

The warehouse owner remained unavail-
able to elaborate on the estimated cost of 
loss. An official said that the quantum of 
loss is being estimated. 

Signature campaign organised by 
NSS units of GDC Kathua

Electric equipment store gutted in Kulgam

Farooq Andrabi calls on Chief 
Secretary J&K Atal Dulloo

Apni Party holds 
condolence meet in 
Jammu
Extend solidarity with Abhinav Gupta 

on demise of his mother

GDC R S  Pura organizes Poster 
Making Competition on “Viksit 
Bharat @ 2047”

Weeklong workshop on FDP on Machine Learning 
begins at Bhaderwah Campus

GDC Kishtwar organizes 
activities for Viksit Bharat 
@2047

Top News Report
KISHTWAR, Dec 19: 

Government Degree Col-
lege, Kishtwar, took an 
important step towards 
the vision of Viksit Bharat 
@2047 by organizing a 
series of activities aimed 
at fostering student par-
ticipation and generat-
ing innovative ideas for 
India’s development.

One of the highlights 
of the event was a lively 
classroom discussion, 
which saw the enthusias-
tic participation of nearly 
a hundred students. The 

discussion provided a 
platform for students to 
share their diverse ideas 
and perspectives, while 
also guiding them to 
register on the My GOV 
portal. The students were 
encouraged to contribute 
their ideas, which will play 
a crucial role in shaping 
the future of India by 
2047.

To facilitate the registra-
tion process, a dedicated 
help deck was set up to 
assist students in filling 
out the registration form 
and sharing their ideas on 

the portal. Additionally, a 
designated selfie point 
was created, where stu-
dents could capture their 
enthusiasm and support 
for the Viksit Bharat Mis-
sion @2047. Over 200 
students enthusiastically 
took selfies at the desig-
nated point and shared 
them on various social 
media platforms of the 
college.

The organizing com-
mittee, spearheading 
the promotion of Viksit 
Bharat,  comprised 
esteemed members 

including Professor 
Privithi Raj, Dr. Seh-
rish Gazal, Prof. Asma 
Javeed, Prof Jaideep and 
Professor Vikram Shaan.

Their efforts in arrang-
ing these daily events 
were commended by 
Principal Dr. Jyoti Pahar, 
who further urged all stu-
dents to register promptly 
on the My GOV portal 
and share their invalu-
able ideas. This collective 
effort will pave the way for 
future initiatives aimed at 
realizing the dream of a 
better India.
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Neha Dhupia to make International film debut with 
Ali El Arabi’s ‘Blue 52’

Actress Neha Dhupia is set 
make her International film 
debut with Blue 52, a movie 
directed by renowned Egyp-
tian filmmaker Ali El Arabi, 
who is known for his award-
winning documentary feature 
Captains of Za’atari. Blue 52 
unfolds against the stunning 
backdrop of Kochi, India, and 
Qatar. About her international 
debut, Neha said: “Embarking 
on the journey of Blue 52 has 
been nothing short of magical. 
The fusion of diverse cultures 
in this international venture 
allowed me to delve into a char-
acter that is both challenging 
and emotionally resonant. It’s 
a transformative experience 
that I believe will leave a last-
ing impact and I’m glad that Ali 
chose me to essay the lead in 
what is my international debut.”

Director Ali El Arabi said: “Cre-
ating Blue 52 was a labour of 
love, blending the cinematic 
languages of Egypt, America 
and India. Neha brought an 

unparalleled dedication to her 
role, infusing the character with 
a nuanced emotional depth. The 
picturesque locales of Kochi 
and the vibrant energy of Qatar 
served as the perfect canvas 
for our storytelling. This film is 
a testament to the collaborative 

spirit of international cinema, 
and I am excited for audienc-
es to experience the richness 
we’ve crafted together.”

The film is the story of Ashish, 
who at the age of nine is iso-
lated by his father on an island 
in the backwaters of Kochi after 

he loses his eldest son. Grow-
ing up, Ashish becomes a boy 
trapped in a man’s body by the 
age of 22, with little knowledge 
of the world beyond his idol, ace 
footballer Messi, and the life 
lessons imparted by his mother 
over the years, aimed at pre-
paring him for life beyond their 
small island home.

Strengthened by newfound 
resolve, Ashish decides to leave 
home with his mother’s support 
and an opportunity that seems 
almost like a fantasy, offering 
him the chance to meet his idol, 
Messi, at the World Cup in Qatar 
2022. Left to navigate the world 
on his own for the first time, he 
discovers his true self and finds 
his own passion. 

The film is presented by Ambi-
ent Light with Ali El Arabi serving 
as director and producer, Tariq 
Al-Naama as producer, and 
Krysanne Katsoolis, Joe Mat-
thews and Katara Studios as 
co-producers.

Anupama Solanki, who is currently 
seen in Nath Krishna Aur Gauri Ki 
Kahani on Dangal TV and has also 
been part of projects like Bindya 
Sarkar, Daayan, Maddam Sir, Chikoo 
Ki Mummy Durr Ki and Vighnaharta 
Ganesha, says that surviving in the 
entertainment industry is no easy feat. 
The actress adds that one needs to be 
resilient to continue to work here.

“The entertainment industry is 
extremely tough. There is no surety of 
success and it’s not everyone’s cup of 
tea. In a random job, you get success 
day by day, but in our industry, today 
you are a star but tomorrow you are 
nothing. You have to maintain your aura 
and that is too tough,” she says.

She adds, “I understood as soon as 
I joined the industry that I needed an 
alternate option for my income because 
in this field you cannot earn regularly. If 
you are lucky, you will get a show that 
runs for three or four years but still you 
need a second option because once 
you become a star you have to maintain 
that stardom.”

Anupama Solanki talks 
about her journey in 
the entertainment industry

Actor Ranveer Singh on 
Monday became the latest 
Indian personality to get his wax 
figure at Madame Tussauds set 
for attractions in London and 
Singapore.

The figure was originally 
announced in 2019 when the 
actor received the Madame 
Tussauds of the Future Award 
at the International Indian Film 
Academy (IIFA) Awards cer-
emony.

Singh’s mother Anju Bhavnani 
accompanied him at the launch 
of the statues at the iconic wax 
museum here.

“What an incredible moment 
it is for me to be here with my 
mum, launching my own figures 
at Madame Tussauds London. It 
feels like life has come full circle 
today. I remember reading in 
wonderment about this mythi-
cal, magical place as a kid, 
going through my mum’s early 
pictures with popular celebrity 
figurines here and wondering 
what this place is all about.”

“Today, being immortalised 
as a figure in the company of 
such esteemed individuals is 
a remarkably proud feeling for 
me and for my family. There is 
a lot for me to be thankful about 
this year and I am so grateful for 
everything,” the actor said in a 
statement.

He joins his wife and frequent 
collaborator Deepika Padukone 
who also has her wax figures on 
display at Madame Tussauds in 
London and Delhi.

While Singh’s London figure 
pays homage to his culture and 
heritage with the neon sherwani 
designed by Manish Arora as 
part of his wedding celebra-
tions, his Singapore statue is 
dressed in a custom tuxedo 
crafted by Gaurav Gupta which 
features a velvet blazer with 
floral embellishments.

The London branch of 
Madame Tussauds also 
houses wax statues of Indian 
cinema stars such as Amitabh 
Bachchan, Shah Rukh Khan, 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, and 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. The 

Singapore outlet displays the 
figures of Karan Johar, Chopra 
Jonas and many more Indian 
personalities.

A Madame Tussauds London 
spokesperson described Singh 
as not merely an actor but a 
force of creative dynamism.

“He has not just delivered 
blockbusters and entertained 
audiences with memorable per-
formances so far in his career, 
but he also enjoys a humongous 
fan following across the globe. 
His influence extends beyond 
just cinema and his long list of 
coveted brand endorsements is 
a proof of that.”

“His charming real-life per-
sonality is another reason why 
his stardom transcends globally 
and the launch of two new fig-

ures sitting in opposite corners 
of the world is a testament to his 
undeniable achievements,” the 
spokesperson added.

Andre Timmins, co-founder of 
the IIFA, said it is exciting for 
the academy to be a part of this 
launch.

“It was at the 2011 IIFA Awards 
Toronto, where he won his first 
Best Debutant Award, and said 
on stage that ‘this is just the 
beginning’. And sure it was truly 
just the start of a soaring career, 
and we are proud as a brand to 
have been able to take an icon 
of Indian cinema to such new 
heights, with global recognition, 
such as being honoured at the 
Madame Tussauds London,” 
Timmins added.

Singh made a phenomenal 
debut in 2010 with ‘Band Baaja 
Baaraat’ and has gone on to 
play diverse roles in films such 
as ‘Bajirao Mastani’, ‘Lootera’, 
‘Padmaavat’, ‘Gully Boy’, and 
his latest, ‘Rocky Aur Rani Kii 
Prem Kahani’. He was recently 
honoured with the Honorary 
Yusr Award at the third Red 
Sea International Film Festival 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Singh’s London figure will be 
open for display from December 
18 and guests at the Singapore 
branch would be able to meet 
his likeness from December 23.

Ranveer Singh unveils his wax figures at Madame 
Tussauds London, Singapore

Sherleen Dutt says 
that when it comes to 
love, it is important to 
understand that it needs 
to be a two-way street. 
The actress adds that 
if both parties are not 
equally involved, then 
a relationship cannot 
work out.

“While it’s true that 
not every relationship 
works out and self-love 
is paramount. 

Acknowledging that 
everyone has a role in 
our lives, and there’s 
a reason for people 
coming and going, 
helps in finding peace. 

Efforts in relationships 
are vital, but it’s a two-
way street. Patience is 
the key, but if one feels 
constantly drained, it’s 
important to evaluate 
the balance. 

True love involves reci-
procity, understanding, 
and shared efforts. If it 
feels one-sided consis-
tently, it might be time 
for introspection,” she 
says.

While friendships at 
work are easier, are 
they genuine? Asks 
Sherleen, adding, “In 

metropolitan areas, 
work-related compan-
ionship might seem 
practical, yet the depth 
of personal connections 

shouldn’t be sacrificed. 
Balancing professional 
and personal relation-
ships is essential for a 
well-rounded life.”

‘True love involves 
understanding,’ Sherleen Dutt

Poonam Pandey, who 
is part of ALTT Balaji’s 
Honeymoon Suite 911, 
is very excited to see 
how people react to the 
thriller. 

The actress, who has 
been part of projects 
such as Nasha, Love 
is Poison and real-
ity shows such as Fear 
Factor and Khatron Ke 
Khiladi and Lock Upp, 
says that this role is 
totally different.

“This is one of the best 
scripts I have heard so 
far, an amazing thriller. 
Every character has 
done a brilliant job. The 
story is unique, some-
thing that the audience 
will not expect,” she 
says.

Talking about her char-
acter in the web series, 
she says, “I mostly get 
bold characters to per-
form. This role is some-
thing people will not 
expect from me. When 
they hear Poonam 
Pandey, they have cer-
tain expectations, and 
I love and am proud of 
that. However, this char-
acter goes beyond the 
typical Poonam Pandey 
persona. 

The girl, hailing from 
a small town in Kanpur, 
has completed her hotel 
management course. 
She is driven by the 
desire to do things per-

fectly. I fell in love with 
her when I first heard 
about this character.”

Honeymoon Suite 

911 is inspired by true 
events. The story and 
screenplay is written by 
Siddharth Injeti.

Suite life of Poonam Pandey

Popstar Demi Lovato has got engaged to musician 
Jordan ‘Jutes’ Lutes after one year of dating. Demi and 
Jordan, who went public with their romance in August 
2022, got engaged on Saturday in Los Angeles, a 
representative for the singer confirmed.

Jordan, a 32-year-old songwriter, who first met Demi 
in January 2022 when they co-wrote her song Sub-
stance, popped the question with a bespoke pear-
shape diamond solitaire engagement ring.

After a ‘personal and intimate proposal’, Jordan and 
Demi headed to Craig’s, one of their favourite restau-
rants in L.A., to celebrate with their families. On Demi’s 
31st birthday in August, Jordan shared a collection 
of sweet selfies and silly videos paying tribute to his 
now-fiancée.

Popstar Demi Lovato 
gets engaged

The lead actor, Abrar 
Qazi, from Zee TV’s 
show Kumkum Bhagya 

is leaving no stone 
unturned to do justice to 
his character, Rajvansh. 

Every actor has an 
inspiration in his life, 
and Abrar’s inspiration 
is none other than the 
Badshah of Bollywood 
— Shah Rukh Khan.

In fact, it is because 
of King Khan that Abrar 
pursued his career in 
acting. He has been 
following SRK’s movies, 
and his journey into 
the industry has truly 
inspired him to become 
an actor.

Abrar says, “Since my 
childhood, I have been 
a huge fan of Shah 
Rukh Khan. Every role 
that I have played in my 
career, I have drawn 
inspiration from Shah 
Rukh sir, the movies he 
has worked in, and the 
characters he has por-
trayed. He is my ideal 
and my ‘guru’ in this 
entertainment industry. 
His journey from becom-
ing a television actor to 
Bollywood’s King Khan 
is truly motivational for 
me. My parents have 
always supported my 
decision, and now play-
ing the role of Rajvansh 
Malhotra is a stepping-
stone for me to turn my 
dreams into reality. I am 
really happy with the 
way my journey is pan-
ning out.”

Abrar Qazi talks about his 
idol—Shah Rukh Khan
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MADURAI, Dec 19 
(Agencies): As Tamil 
Nadu’s southern dis-
tricts grappled with 
severe flooding follow-
ing extremely heavy 
rain, Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Tuesday 
reached out to Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
requesting the deploy-
ment of additional heli-
copters for rescue oper-
ations in the hardest-hit 
areas.

Stalin said the state’s 
southern distr ic ts 
received a year’s rainfall 
in a single day, which led 
to widespread flooding 
and devastation. Three 
people lost their lives in 
rain-related incidents.

“The rainfall received 
in Tirunelveli and 
Thoothukudi was the 
highest ever recorded in 
history - in the last 47-60 
years. You all know that 
a year’s rainfall was 
emptied from the skies 
in one day. Kayalpatti-
nam alone received 94 

cm rainfall,” the Chief 
Minister said.

TORRENTIAL RAIN 
SUBMERGES TOWNS

A cyclonic circulation 
over the Southeast Bay 
of Bengal near Sri Lanka 
led to torrential rains on 
December 17 and 18, 
causing flood-like situ-
ations in Tirunelveli and 
Thoothukudi districts.

Villages and towns, 
including Seevalaperi 
and Meenakshipuram 
in Tirunelveli, have seen 
homes flooded and resi-
dents seeking refuge 
on rooftops. Over 100 
houses in Nesavalar 
Colony, Nagercoil, were 
evacuated to relief cen-
ters.

ARMED FORCES 
JOIN RESCUE OPS

The Indian Coast 
Guard has deployed 
six disaster relief teams 
(DRTs) and an Offshore 
Patrol Vessel with a 
helicopter to moni-
tor and respond to the 
crisis. The Indian Army 

has also been active in 
rescuing citizens from 
inundated areas like 
Vasavappapuram in 
Thoothukudi.

With Tuticorin airport 
closed and mobile net-
works down, the Indian 
Coast Guard has sta-
tioned additional aircraft 
at Madurai to support 
ongoing relief efforts 
and facilitate the trans-
port of key personnel.

The State Disaster 
Response Force has 
deployed 225 person-
nel across nine teams 
in the affected districts. 
The National Disaster 
Response Force has 
stationed eight teams, 
with two more on the 
way.

Approximately 7,500 
people from 1,545 fami-
lies have been accom-
modated in 84 relief 
centers. Authorities are 
utilizing 84 boats for 
rescue operations.

MORE RAIN IN 
STORE

The Chennai Meteo-
rological Department 
anticipates moderate 
thunderstorms with 
lightning and rainfall in 
isolated places across 
Tamil Nadu and Karai-
kal. Light rain is also 
expected in several dis-
tricts today.

Tamil Nadu got a year’s rain 
in a day, need more choppers 
for rescue ops: Stalin

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 (Agen-
cies): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday launched a 
blistering attack on the opposi-
tion saying it is disrupting Parlia-
ment out of frustration over the 
recent losses in the assembly 
elections in states and would 
lose further ground in the 2024 
general election.

Addressing the weekly BJP 
parliamentary party meeting, 
the PM said the BJP would gain 
in numbers in the 18th general 
election while the opposition 
would shrink further.

The PM was speaking on the 
day when anti-BJP INDIA bloc 
parties are to assemble in Delhi 
in the afternoon to formulate a 
seat-sharing strategy to take on 

the saffron dispensation at the 
national level.

TMC chief Mamata Baner-
jee, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar and other top opposi-
tion leaders are in Delhi for the 

meeting.
“The opposition is rattled by 

the assembly poll losses and is 
disrupting Parliament in frustra-
tion,” Modi said asking MPs to 
continue focusing on pro-people 

work.
He said the Opposition con-

duct would ensure that its num-
bers go down in the 2024 polls 
and the BJP would gain.

He said some parties are 
voicing support to the security 
breach in Parliament and this 
is as dangerous as the breach 
itself.

His veiled reference was to 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
justifying the perpetrators of the 
December 13 security breach 
saying the protest was against 
unemployment.

Both Houses of Parliament 
continue to be disrupted with the 
opposition seeking a statement 
by Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on the security breach.

Opposition disrupting Parliament in frustration, 
will lose further ground in 2024 general election, 

PM Modi says at BJP MPs’ meet
The PM was speaking on the day when anti-BJP INDIA bloc parties are to assemble in 

Delhi in the afternoon to formulate a seat-sharing strategy to take on the saffron 
dispensation at the national level

NEW DELHI, Dec 
19 (Agencies): Former 
Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister and senior BJP 
leader Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan met party 
president JP Nadda 
at his house in Delhi 
on Tuesday. This was 
Chouhan’s first visit to 
Delhi since he resigned 
as the Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister after 
leading the BJP to a 
huge win in the state.

During the meeting, 
both leaders discussed 
national uplif tment, 
public welfare and social 
service, Chouhan wrote 
on X. The BJP leader’s 
meeting with Nadda has 
sparked speculation 
about his role within the 
party ahead of the 2024 

Lok Sabha polls.
Speaking to report-

ers after the meeting, 
Chouhan said as a 
party worker, he would 
carry out whatever role 
is decided for him by the 
BJP.

“The party will decide 
whether I will be in the 
state or at the Centre. If 
you are working on a big 
mission, it is the party 
that makes decisions,” 

he was quoted as saying 
by news agency.

Chouhan said he 
would return to Bhopal 
today as he had to 
attend the first meeting 
of the state’s legislature 
party.

“The first meeting of 
state’s legislature party 
is scheduled for today. 
It is essential for me to 
be there. So, I am going 
back today,” he said.

Shivraj Chouhan meets BJP 
chief, buzz over future, big role 
likely ahead of 2024

NEW DELHI, Dec 
19 (Agencies): India 
resisted pressure from 
developed countries at 
the climate conference 
in the United Arab Emir-
ates to end the use of 
fossil fuels, Union Envi-
ronment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said on 
Tuesday.

Addressing a press 
conference here, the 
minister said India is 
committed to meeting 
the energy needs of its 
people and this cannot 
be done by “just import-
ing oil and gas”.

“While India is com-
mitted to increasing 
its renewable energy 
capacity, we will have to 
rely on coal power until 
we achieve the objective 
of developed India,” he 
said.

The minister said India 
accounts for 17 per cent 

of the global population 
but its contribution to 
global carbon emissions 
is just four per cent. 
“Poverty eradication is a 
priority for many nations. 
So, we did not accept 
the pressure from devel-
oped countries (for a 
fossil fuel phase-out),” 
Yadav said.

The minister said 
developed nations, 
which account for a 
large part of historical 
emissions (since the 
start of the industrial 
revolution), are required 
to provide finance and 
technological support to 
developing countries to 
help them combat cli-
mate change.

“But the developed 
countries are pressur-
ing developing nations 
to end the use of fossil 
fuels. We did not accept 
it.

“We said efforts to 
(limit temperature rise 
to) 1.5 degrees Celsius 
should be seen in light of 
national circumstances 
and should adhere to 
(the principles of) equity 
and common but differ-
entiated responsibilities 
and respective capabili-
ties (CBDR-RC),” Yadav 
said.

These principles 
acknowledge that coun-
tries’ efforts to combat 
climate change should 
be considered in light 
of their contributions to 
total emissions. 

They also stress that 
wealthier nations should 
bear primary responsi-
bilities due to their sub-
stantial historical emis-
sions.

Yadav said that India 
reduced its GDP emis-
sion intensity by 33 
per cent between 2005 

and 2019, achieving 
the target 11 years in 
advance.

The emission inten-
sity of the economy 
refers to the total 
amount of greenhouse 
gases emitted for 
every unit increase of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP).

Countries reached a 
historic deal on a ‘tran-
sition away from fossil 
fuels’ at COP28 in Dubai 

last week while emerg-
ing economies like India 
and China strongly 
resisted the targeting of 
coal.

The deal called for tri-
pling global renewable 
energy capacity and 
doubling energy efficien-
cy rates by 2030 which, 
according to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, is 
critical to avoid breach-
ing the 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius threshold.

India resisted pressure from developed nations for 
phase out of fossil fuels: Environment Minister

JAMUI, Dec 19 (Agencies): A 
Janata Dal (United) leader was 
shot three times by unidentified 
men near his house in Bihar’s 
Jamui district. 

He was critically injured and 
referred to Patna for further 
treatment.

The incident happened late 

on Monday night, when JD(U) 
city president and former ward 
councillor candidate, Pawan 
Sah was returning home from 
the market. 

Suddenly, some unidentified 
men arrived and opened fire at 
him, before fleeing the scene.

Locals, upon hearing the firing 

sounds, rushed to the scene 
and took Pawan Sah to a nearby 
clinic. 

Pawan Sah, who was critically 
injured, said he could not iden-
tify anyone.

Meanwhile, police also arrived 
at the scene and launched an 
investigation into the case. 

The criminals carried out this 
incident due to old enmity and 
a dispute over a vehicle stand. 
Though the exact reason is yet 
to be confirmed, a police official 
said.

The police are also examin-
ing CCTV footage and will soon 
solve this case, he added.

Nitish’s party leader shot by unidentified men in Bihar, 
cops suspect old rivalry

RAIPUR, Dec 19 (Agencies): Senior 
BJP MLA and former Chhattisgarh 
chief minister Raman Singh was today 
unanimously elected as the speaker of 
the state legislative assembly.

The first session of the newly-elected 
assembly began in Raipur today.

Raman Singh, 71, filed his nomination 
for the Speaker’s post on Sunday and 
said his new responsibility will be to 
take everyone together in the Chhat-
tisgarh Vidhan Sabha.

The Congress, which ruled Chhattis-
garh for last five years, suffered a shock 
defeat in the assembly polls held last 
month at the hands of the BJP which 
bagged 54 out of 90 seats, restricting 
the grand old party to 35 seats. The 
Gondwana Gantantra Party (GGP) won 
one segment.

As the assembly session commenced 
on Tuesday, pro-tem speaker Ramvi-
char Netam administered the oath to 
BJP and Congress legislators and one 
MLA from the GGP as members of the 
legislative assembly.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, Leader 
of opposition Charan Das Mahant, 
Deputy Chief Ministers Arun Sao and 
Vijay Sharma, former CMs Raman 
Singh and Bhupesh Baghel were 
among the legislators who were admin-
istered oath by the pro-tem speaker.

After the swearing-in of legislators, 
Chief Minister Sai moved a proposal 
for the election of Singh as the speaker 
which was seconded by Deputy Chief 
Minister Sao.

LoP Mahant also moved a proposal 

for the election of Singh as the speaker 
which was seconded by senior Con-
gress leader and former Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel.

Three more proposals were moved by 
BJP members in favour of Mr Singh, the 
seven-term MLA who has won Rajnand-
gaon seat for four consecutive times - in 
2008, 2013, 2018 and 2023.

Mr Singh was elected as the Lok 
Sabha member once in 1999 and 
appointed as the Union minister of state 
for commerce and industries in the Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee government.

In the recently concluded state assem-
bly elections, Singh defeated Congress’ 
Girish Dewangan by a margin of 45,084 
votes.

Mr Singh, credited for transforming 
Chhattisgarh from a ‘backward’ state 
to a model of development, has earned 
the reputation of being an able adminis-
trator during his 15-year-long stint (2003 
to 2018) as the state’s Chief Minister.

Former Chief Minister Raman Singh 
Elected Speaker Of Chhattisgarh Assembly

PRAYAGRAJ, Dec 
19 (Agencies): The 
Allahabad High Court 
on Tuesday dismissed 
all five suits challeng-
ing the maintainability 
of a civil suit pending 
before a Varanasi court 
seeking restoration of a 
temple at the site where 
the Gyanvapi mosque 
exists.

Pronouncing the judg-
ment, Justice Rohit 
Ranjan Agarwal said 
the suit filed in 1991 
before a Varanasi court 
is maintainable and not 
barred by the Places of 
Religious Worship Act, 
1991.

The court directed a 
comprehensive survey 
of the Gyanvapi mosque 
site.

The petitions filed by 
the Anjuman Inteza-
mia Masjid Committee 
(AIMC) and the Uttar 
Pradesh Sunni Central 
Waqf Board had also 
challenged a Varanasi 
court order of April 8, 
2021 to conduct a com-

prehensive survey of 
the Gyanvapi mosque.

The AIMC, which looks 
after the management 
of the Gyanvapi mosque 
located adjacent to 
the Kashi Vishwanath 
temple at Varanasi, has 
challenged the main-
tainability of a suit filed 
before a Varanasi court, 
wherein the Hindu peti-
tioners have sought 
restoration of a temple 
at the site where the 
Gyanvapi mosque cur-
rently exists.

According to Hindu 
side plaintiff, the Gyan-
vapi mosque is a part of 
the temple.

The primary conten-
tion of the AIMC and the 
UP Sunni Central Waqf 
Board was that the suit 
is prohibited by the 
Places of Worship Act 
(Special Provisions) Act 
of 1991, which restricts 
altering the character of 
a religious places as it 
existed on August 15, 
1947.

Allahabad High Court 
rejects suits filed by 
Masjid Committee in 
Gyanvapi case

AHMEDABAD, Dec 19 (Agencies): 
In a setback to the Congress in Guja-
rat ahead of the Lok Sabha polls, 
party MLA Chirag Patel resigned as a 
member of the legislative assembly on 
Tuesday, citing disappointment with the 
working style of the party leadership.

Alleging “groupism” in the party’s 
state unit, he said it is being “operated 
from Delhi directly by the central lead-
ership as if they are running a princely 
state while sitting in air-conditioned 
bungalows”.

He also claimed that many other 
MLAs were also unhappy in Congress 
and felt suffocated.

Patel, a first-time MLA who represent-
ed the Khambhat seat in Anand district, 
handed over his resignation to Gujarat 
assembly Speaker Shankar Chaud-
hary in Gandhinagar this morning, the 
speaker’s office said in a statement. 
Chaudhary later told reporters he had 
accepted Patel’s resignation.

With this, the Congress’s strength in 
the 182-member assembly has come 
down to 16.

Patel had defeated sitting BJP MLA 
Mahesh Raval in Khambhat by a thin 
margin of nearly 3,700 votes in the 
assembly polls held last year.

Speaking to reporters after tendering 
his resignation, Patel blamed the work-
ing style of the Congress leadership 
for his decision and claimed that some 
more party MLAs may also resign if the 
situation does not improve.

“I decided to resign after consulting 
people from my constituency. Like me, 
many MLAs are unhappy because they 
feel suffocated in the party. 

Groupism is at its peak in the Con-
gress, and local party affairs are oper-
ated from Delhi directly by the central 
leadership as if they are running a 
princely state while sitting in air-condi-
tioned bungalows,” Patel said.

The Congress has now become “zero” 
from being a “hero”, Patel said and did 
not divulge his plans for the future when 
asked if he plans to join the BJP.

The former legislator said that while 
the upcoming Ram temple in Ayodhya 
was a matter of great importance for 
the entire Hindu population, Congress 
leaders have not said a single word in 
favour of the temple’s construction.

Gujarat Congress MLA Chirag 
Patel resigns from assembly; 
slams party leadership
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DHAKA, Dec 19 (Agencies): 
Unidentified persons set a 
passenger train on fire here 
in the Bangladeshi capital on 
Tuesday, killing at least four 
people, including a woman and 
her minor son, amidst the politi-
cal unrest over the January 7 
elections.

The attack coincided with the 
nationwide stoppage called by 
the main opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
on Tuesday as part of its ongo-
ing campaign to boycott the 
polls and launch a formal pro-
test against the Election Com-
mission’s polls schedule.

The arson attack on the train 
was the fifth in the past month 
but the deadliest so far in terms 
of casualties.

The miscreants set on fire 
three compartments of the 
Dhaka-bound inter-district 
Mohanganj Express early 
morning shortly after the train 
left the Airport Railway Station 
at the entry point of the capital, 
police and witnesses said.

“The passengers saw the fire 
after the train left the Airport sta-
tion, it was stopped at the next 
stop at Tejgaon station,” Tejgaon 
police station officer-in-charge 
Mohammad Mohsin said.

At least four persons, including 
a woman and her child, have 
died after the train was set on 
fire amid a ‘hartal’ called by the 
BNP.

Mohsin said another minor boy 
was missing while his mother 
awaited in front of the gutted 
compartment as fire service 
rescuers were searching inside.

Railway officials said the loco-
motive master halted the train at 
Tejgaon where the fire service 
rescuers doused the blaze and 
retrieved four bodies while two 

of the dead remained unidenti-
fied.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina’s ruling Awami League 
has emerged as the prime con-
tender in the absence of ailing 
ex-premier Khaleda Zia’s BNP 
which has boycotted the Janu-
ary 7 polls since its demands 
for a no-party caretaker gov-
ernment to organise the voting 
were not met.

Awami League is contesting 
the polls against its technical 
Opposition in Parliament Jatiya 
Party and independent candi-
dates, including the rebel con-
tenders who fielded their candi-
dature after failing to secure the 
party nomination.

Awami League earlier said it 
would encourage the indepen-
dent, including the party’s rebel 
candidates to make the polls 
participatory though voters have 
little option other than reelect-
ing the ruling party for the fourth 
consecutive term since the 
December 2008 elections.

One passenger was killed last 
week and dozens wounded 
as saboteurs uprooted railway 

tracks on the same train on the 
same route last week when 
seven carriages derailed in 
Gazipur on the outskirts of the 
capital.

Dozens of trucks, buses and 
private cars were torched since 
late October while the violence 
killed at least six persons.

Hasina, meanwhile, said, 
“They can’t oust the government 
by killing people”.

Bangladesh will deploy the 
Army for 13 days from Decem-
ber 29 to maintain order “in aid 
of civil power” ahead of the Jan-
uary 7 general elections amid 
the political unrest. However, 
the military called it a routine 
poll time duty.

The Election Commission 
announced the polls schedule 
on November 15 amid contin-
ued political unrest.

BNP has repeatedly been 
saying no election under the 
ruling Awami League would 
be fair, demanding the govern-
ment’s resignation to pave the 
way for an interim non-party 
neutral government for polls 
oversight.

Chief Election Commissioner 
Kazi Habibul Awal earlier said 
despite the need for a “conge-
nial atmosphere” for a smooth 
election, “for a long time there 
exist differences of opinions 
among political leaderships on 
the question of election, par-
ticularly over the institutional 
method of the polling”.

In a veiled reference to BNP 
and its allies, Awal said his office 
invited all registered political 
parties who were “reluctant” to 
take part in the upcoming polls 
for dialogues with the Commis-
sion but “they rejected the invi-
tation”.

But he asked the nearly 110 
million voters to freely exer-
cise their rights franchise in an 
“enthusiastic atmosphere, dis-
carding all worries, tensions and 
unease”.

BNP had boycotted the 2014 
election but took part in 2018 
polls, which party leaders later 
said was a mistake alleging 
that the voting was marred with 
widespread rigging and intimi-
dation.

According to media reports, 
over 10,000 opposition lead-
ers and activists, including BNP 
Secretary General Mirza Fakh-
rul Islam Alamgir have been 
arrested in a nationwide crack-
down while BNP claimed the 
figure to be as high as 20,000.

A Dhaka court on Monday 
denied a bail request from Alam-
gir, meaning he could not guide 
his party ahead of the election 
next month.

He is the key party leader since 
the ailing Zia is hospitalised and 
faces 17 years of imprisonment 
following her conviction in two 
corruption cases that her party 
says were politically motivated.

Amid political unrest, 4 killed as train torched by 
unidentified persons in Bangladesh

Pentagon announces new mission 
to counter attacks on commercial 
vessels in Red Sea

MANAMA, Dec 19 (Agencies): The 
U.S. and a host of other nations are 
creating a new force to protect ships 
transiting the Red Sea that have come 
under attack by drones and ballistic 
missiles fired from Houthi-controlled 
areas of Yemen, Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin announced early Tuesday 
in Bahrain.

The seriousness of the attacks, sev-
eral of which have damaged the ves-
sels, has led multiple shipping com-
panies to order their ships to hold in 
place and not enter the Bab el-Man-
deb Strait until the security situation 
can be addressed.

The U.S. military’s Central Command 
reported two more of the attacks on 
commercial vessels Monday. A strike 
by attack drone and ballistic missile hit 
a tanker off Yemen, at roughly the same 
time a cargo ship reported an explosive 
detonating in the water near them, the 
military said.

“This is an international challenge that 
demands collective action,” Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin said in statement 
released just after midnight in Bahrain. 
“Therefore today I am announcing the 
establishment of Operation Prosperity 
Guardian, an important new multina-
tional security initiative.”

The United Kingdom, Bahrain, 
Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Seychelles and Spain will join 
the U.S. in the new mission, Austin 
announced. Some of the countries will 
conduct joint patrols while others pro-
vide intelligence support in the southern 
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

Several other countries have also 
agreed to be involved in the operation 
but prefer not to be publicly named, a 
defense official said on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss additional details 
of the new mission that have not been 
publicly announced.

The mission will be coordinated by the 
already existing Combined Task Force 
153, which was set up in April 2022 to 
improve maritime security in the Red 
Sea, Bab el-Mandeb and the Gulf of 
Aden. There have been 39 member 
nations in CTF 153, but officials were 
working to determine which of them 
would participate in this latest effort.

Separately, the United States has also 
called on the United Nations Securi-
ty Council to take action against the 
attacks.

In a letter to council members obtained 
Monday by The Associated Press, U.S. 
Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
said Houthi attacks targeting commer-
cial vessels legally transiting the inter-
national waterways continue to threaten 
“navigational rights and freedoms, inter-
national maritime security, and interna-
tional commerce.”

The 15 council members discussed 
the Houthi threat behind closed doors 
Monday but took no immediate action.

Two U.S. warships — the USS Carney 
and the USS Mason, Navy destroyers 
— have been moving through the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait daily to help deter and 
respond to attacks from the Houthis.

The move to set up the expanded 
operation came after three commercial 
vessels were struck by missiles fired 
by Iranian-back Houthis in Yemen on 
Dec. 3. Those attacks were part of an 
escalating campaign of violence that 
also included armed and other drones 
launched in the direction of U.S. war-
ships.

To date the U.S. has not struck back 
at the Iranian-back Houthis operating in 
Yemen or targeted any of the militants’ 
weapons or other sites. On Monday 
Austin did not answer a question as to 
why the Pentagon had not conducted 
a counterstrike

The arson attack on the train was the fifth in the past month but the deadliest so far 
in terms of casualties

TEL AVIV, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Israel faced 
another round of global 
pressure on Tuesday 
for a ceasefire in Gaza 
with a new UN vote and 
fresh Western diplomat-
ic efforts, although the 
United States vowed to 
continue arming its ally.

The UN Security 
Council was set to con-
vene Tuesday to weigh 
a call for a ceasefire in 
the besieged Palestin-
ian territory, after a pre-
vious bid was vetoed by 
the United States.

UK Foreign Minister 
David Cameron was 
also due to meet French 
and Italian leaders to 
push for a “sustainable 
ceasefire” in the con-
flict, his office said.

The war in Gaza began 
when Hamas militants 
launched an unprece-
dented attack on Octo-
ber 7, killing around 
1,140 people in Israel, 
mostly civilians, and 
abducting 250, accord-
ing to an agency tally 
based on official Israeli 
figures.

The Hamas-run health 
ministry in Gaza says 
Israel’s military response 
has killed more than 
19,400 people, mostly 
women and children.

The ministry said 
an Israeli strike killed 
at least 20 people on 
Tuesday in the southern 
city of Rafah, near the 
border with Egypt.

On a visit to Israel, 
US Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin vowed 
Monday to keep arming 
its ally, which Washing-
ton has already provided 
with billions of dollars in 
military aid.

“We’ll continue to 
provide Israel with the 
equipment that you 
need to defend your 
country... including criti-

cal munitions, tactical 
vehicles and air defence 
systems,” Austin said.

Austin was touring 
the Middle East as con-
cerns grew over the 
war’s spread around the 
region, with Iran-backed 
Huthi rebels in Yemen 
attacking international 
shipping in the Red Sea 
in solidarity with Hamas.

Austin announced the 
formation on Monday 
of a 10-nation coali-
tion to quell the rising 
number of Huthi attacks 
on tankers, cargo ships 
and other vessels in the 
Red Sea.

The coalition includes 
the United States, 
United Kingdom, Bah-
rain, Canada, France, 
Italy, Netherlands, 
Norway, Seychelles and 
Spain, Austin said.

In the latest Red Sea 
incidents, Huthi rebels 
said Monday they had 
attacked two “Israeli-
linked” vessels.

Ceasefire push 
The UN Security Coun-

cil had been scheduled 
to vote on a ceasefire 
resolution on Monday.

A draft of the resolution 
called for an “urgent and 
sustainable cessation 
of hostilities” in Gaza to 
allow “safe and unhin-
dered humanitarian 
access”.

However the United 
Arab Emirates, which 
introduced the latest 
text, requested the vote 
be postponed to Tues-
day to allow for complex 
negotiations to continue, 

diplomatic sources told 
agency.

Qatar, which helped 
mediate a week-long 
truce and hostage-
prisoner exchange 
last month, has also 
said there are “ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts to 
renew the humanitarian 
pause”, outside of the 
UN process.

“Hamas is ready for a 
prisoner exchange deal, 
but after a ceasefire,” an 
official from the group 
said Tuesday.

US news platform 
Axios on Monday 
reported that Mossad 
chief David Barnea, CIA 
director Bill Burns and 
Qatari Prime Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani 
met in Warsaw.

‘Starvation’
International alarm has 

mounted over the plight 
of 2.4 million Gazans 
forced to endure daily 
bombardment, food and 
water shortages and 
mass displacement.

The EU’s top diplomat 
Josep Borrell accused 
Israel on Monday of 
displaying an “appall-
ing lack of distinction” 
in its campaign in Gaza, 
highlighting the deaths 
of Israeli hostages, wor-
shippers and other Pal-
estinian civilians.

Human Rights Watch 
said on Monday Israel 
was “using starvation of 
civilians as a method of 
warfare”.

“Israeli forces are 
deliberately blocking the 

delivery of water, food 
and fuel, while wilfully 
impeding humanitar-
ian assistance, appar-
ently razing agricultural 
areas,” the New York-
based group said.

An Israeli foreign min-
istry spokesman said 
the organisation “has 
no moral basis to talk 
about what’s going on in 
Gaza,” accusing Human 
Rights Watch of ignor-
ing “the suffering and the 
human rights of Israelis”.

A report by Wash-
ington’s Director of 
National Intelligence, 
quoted by US media, 
said that nearly half of 
munitions dropped by 
Israeli aircraft on Gaza 
were “dumb” bombs -- 
unguided munitions with 
limited accuracy.

Israeli air force officers 
on Monday defended 
their actions.

“All the bombs we 
use are high-precision 
bombs,” an officer told 
reporters during a mili-
tary-organised visit of 
the Palmahim air base, 
on the Mediterranean 
coast south of Tel Aviv.

The Israeli army said 
Tuesday two more sol-
diers had died, bring-
ing the toll to 131 in the 
Gaza Strip since ground 
operations began in late 
October.

Aid ‘breakthrough’
Israel has approved 

aid deliveries into Gaza 
via its Kerem Shalom 
crossing, aside from 
the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt, and dozens of 
trucks entered through 
Kerem Shalom on 
Monday, said an AFP 
journalist.

US State Department 
spokesman Matthew 
Miller hailed the open-
ing of the crossing for 
humanitarian assistance 
and the arrival into Gaza 

of trucks carrying com-
mercial goods as “impor-
tant breakthroughs”.

At the Rafah cross-
ing, previously the only 
point where aid had 
been allowed through, 
families gathered in the 
hopes of finally being 
allowed across to safety.

“We’ve been here for 
about a month,” said 
Safa Fathi Hamad. “We 
are going to die, food is 
very limited and we have 
no protection.”

Israeli protests
Israelis protested 

Monday in central Tel 
Aviv, calling for swift 
action to release the 
remaining 129 hostag-
es believed to be held 
in Gaza.

The anger and fear of 
hostages’ families has 
intensified after Israeli 
forces mistakenly shot 
dead three captives who 
had escaped their cap-
tors.

Reports said the trio 
waved white flags and 
used food leftovers to 
write a Hebrew-lan-
guage message on a 
white sheet before they 
were shot.

Hamas’s military wing 
released footage it 
claimed showed three of 
those still held captive. 
The video featured three 
bearded men sitting on 
chairs at an undisclosed 
location and asking to 
be released.

The Gaza war has also 
seen violence spiral in 
the occupied West 
Bank.

Israeli forces shot 
dead four Palestinians 
in a West Bank refugee 
camp Monday, the Pal-
estinian health ministry 
said, taking the toll in 
the occupied territory 
to over 300 during the 
Gaza war.

Israel faces Gaza ceasefire calls, US vows 
more armsWASHINGTON, Dec 

19 (Agencies): Blue 
Origin said it would 
try again on Tuesday 
to launch a rocket and 
return to space for the 
first time in more than a 
year, after scrubbing a 
mission for last-minute 
technical reasons.

Jeff Bezos’ space 
company has not 
launched a rocket since 
an uncrewed Septem-
ber 2022 crash placed 
its program on hold 
while it carried out fixes 
and awaited regulatory 
approval.

The company finally 
announced a December 
18 launch from its base 
near Van Horn, Texas. 
But on the day itself it 
first pushed back the 
takeoff window because 
of cold weather, then 
declared it was off.

“We’re scrubbing 
#NS24 today due to a 
ground system issue the 
team is troubleshoot-
ing,” Blue Origin posted 
on X, formerly Twitter.

By late afternoon, the 
company announced 
that a new launch 
window had been set 
starting at 10:37 am 
(1637 GMT) Tuesday. 
“Webcast starts T-20 
minutes to launch on 
BlueOrigin.com,” it 
added.

Though the rocket will 
carry a payload of sci-
ence experiments, not 
people, mission NS-24 
must succeed before 
Blue Origin can return 
to taking wealthy thrill-
seekers to the final fron-
tier.

On September 12, 
2022, a Blue Origin 
rocket became engulfed 
in flames shortly after 
launch. The capsule, 
fixed to the top of the 
rocket, successfully 
initiated an emergency 
separation sequence 

and floated safely to the 
ground on parachutes.

The accident prompted 
a year-long probe by the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA), which 
found it was caused by 
the failure of an engine 
nozzle that experienced 
higher-than-expected 
engine operating tem-
peratures.

The regulator issued 
a set of corrective 
actions Blue Origin had 
to undertake before it 
could resume flying, 
including the redesign of 
certain engine parts. It 
confirmed Sunday it had 
approved Blue Origin’s 
application to fly again.

In all, Blue Origin has 
flown six crewed flights 
-- some passengers 
were paying custom-
ers and others flew as 
guests -- since July 
2021, when Bezos him-
self took part in the first 
flight.

While Blue Origin has 
been grounded, rival 
Virgin Galactic, the com-
pany founded by British 
billionaire Richard Bran-
son, has pressed on, 
flying five commercial 
flights this year.

The two companies 
compete in the emerg-
ing space tourism 
sector, operating in sub-
orbital space.

- Reusable rocket, no 
carbon emissions -

While Blue Origin 
launches a small rocket 

vertically, Virgin Galac-
tic uses a large carrier 
plane to gain altitude 
and then drop off a 
smaller rocket-powered 
spaceplane that com-
pletes the journey to 
space.

In both cases, pas-
sengers enjoy a few 
minutes of weightless-
ness and can view the 
curvature of the Earth 
through large windows.

Virgin Galactic tickets 
were sold for between 
$200,000-$450,000; 
Blue Origin does not 
disclose its ticket prices 
publicly.

Blue Origin can boast 
of the fact that nearly all 
of the rocket platform 
is re-used including 
the booster, capsule, 
engine, landing gear, 
and parachutes.

Its engine mean-
while is fueled by liquid 
oxygen and hydro-
gen, meaning the only 
byproduct during flight 
is water vapor, with no 
carbon emissions.

Blue Origin is also 
developing a heavy 
rocket for commercial 
purposes called New 
Glenn, with the maiden 
flight planned for next 
year.

This rocket, which 
measures 98 meters 
(320 feet) high, is 
designed to carry pay-
loads of as much as 
45 metric tons into low 
Earth orbit.

Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin Set To 
Launch Rocket To Space Today
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49 more Lok Sabha Oppo-
sition MPs suspended 

today, action against 141 
so far

results of recent assembly polls.
BJP MP Rajendra Agrawal, who was in 

the chair, asked the government to move 
the motion for suspension of MPs.

A total of 78 MPs — 33 from Lok Sabha 
and 45 from Rajya Sabha — were sus-
pended for the remainder of winter ses-
sion on Monday, following a ruckus over 
the demand by the opposition parties for 
a statement from Amit Shah on the Parlia-
ment security breach incident.

China quake toll reaches 
118, rescuers battle sub-
zero temp to reach survi-

vors
emergency repairs, the spokesperson 

said.
With temperatures dropping to 16 degrees 

Celsius below zero at dawn on tuesday, 
the first batch of relief supplies, including 
coats, quilts, folding beds, tents and stoves 
were sent to the disaster-affected areas.

The China Railway Lanzhou Group Co., 
Ltd. launched an emergency response in 
the wake of the quake, including suspend-
ing trains that were in operation in the 
affected area and sending personnel to 
check the railway lines.

As of 2.45 a.m. Tuesday, the train service 
had been gradually resumed.

Following the earthquake, the National 
Health Commission dispatched a team of 
medical experts to the affected region.

Additionally, it has mobilised emergen-
cy medical teams from various regions, 
including Sichuan, Shaanxi and Ningxia, 
to support rescue efforts in both Gansu 
and Qinghai.

President Xi Jinping has ordered full 
rescue efforts to Gansu.

In a statement, President Xi Jinping said 
that “all efforts should be made to carry 
out search and rescue, treat the injured in 
a timely manner, and minimise casualties”.

Gansu, one of China’s poorest regions, 
lies between the Tibetan and Loess pla-
teaus and borders Mongolia.

China sits in a region where a number 
of tectonic plates — notably the Eurasian, 
Indian and Pacific plates — meet, and is 
particularly prone to earthquakes.

Last September, more than 60 people 
were killed when a 6.6-magnitude quake hit 
the southwestern Sichuan province.

A 1920 earthquake in Gansu , which 
killed more than 200,000 people, is also 
recorded as one of the world’s deadliest in 
the 20th century.

Four arrested as Police 
launches drive to identify 

people providing shelter 
to Rohingyas in Jammu
facilitators for illegally procuring Indian 

identity documents like domicile certifi-
cates, Aadhaar cards, Ration cards, Voter 
ID cards and PAN cards.

The spokesman said that two cases were 
registered at the Bhaderwah police sta-
tion, while another case was lodged at the 
Gandoh police station.

He added a detailed inquiry has been 
conducted and it emerged that the Rohing-
yas managed to enter Doda and illegally 
procured the Indian identity documents to 
settle in the district illegally.

The police have conducted house search-
es and recovered incriminating materi-
als which are seized as evidences, the 
spokesman said.

He said the investigation of all the three 
cases have been set into motion to ascer-
tain the facilitators and the government 
employees involved in providing Indian 
identity documents and other allied assis-
tance to these foreigners so that such help-
ing hands could be brought to book.

A day earlier, the police in Kishtwar dis-
trict registered a case following recovery of 
illegally obtained documents like Aadhaar 
cards during a crackdown against Rohing-
yas in the district.

The case was registered under various 
sections, including 420 (cheating), 467 
(forgery of important documents), 468 
(forgery for purpose of cheating) and 471 
(using as genuine a forged document) 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at the 
Dachhan police station.

Following persecution in their country, 
many Rohingyas entered India illegally 
through Bangladesh and took shelter in 
Jammu and other parts of the country.

According to government data, over 
13,700 foreigners, including Rohingya 
Muslims and Bangladeshi nationals, are 
settled in Jammu and other districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir, where their popula-
tion has increased by over 6,000 between 
2008 and 2016.

Earlier in March 2021, the police found 
over 250 Rohingyas, including women 
and children, living illegally in Jammu city 
during a verification drive and subsequent-
ly lodged them in a holding centre inside 
Sub-Jail Kathua.

Two drones, nearly 1 kg 
heroin seized near 

International Border in 
Amritsar

small torch were also attached to the 
packet, the spokesperson said.

The BSF troops intercepted another 
drone in the same Dhanoe Khurd village 
on Monday evening. During a search 
operation, a China-made quadcopter and 
a packet of heroin weighing 540 grams 

were recovered, the spokesperson added.

Govt constitutes 
committees at UT, District 

level to strengthen 
Cooperative movement 

in J&K
Bank; Chairman/Managing Director of 

State Federation of Dairy Cooperative 
Societies; Chairman/Managing Director of 
State Federation of Fisheries Cooperative 
Societies and Any other Co-opted Member 
will be the members of the Committee.

The Administrative Secretary Revenue 
Department will function as Convener of 
the Committee.

The UT level committee has been direct-
ed to ensure that all the Panchayats/Villag-
es in the UT are covered by multipurpose 
PACS or primary dairy/ fishery cooperative 
societies, as the case may be. It will review 
the district-wise action plan for setting up 
new multipurpose PACS or primary dairy/ 
fishery cooperative societies, with a total 
target of establishing two lakh such societ-
ies in the next five years across the country.

It will extend all necessary support in 
preparation and updation of National Coop-
erative Database.It will also prepare an 
action plan, in coordination with NABARD, 
NDDB, NFDB, NAFSCOB, NCDFI & FISH-
COPED, to set up UT/ District level fed-
erations if not presently existent as per 
requirement and viability assessment.

The Committee has also been directed 
to assist in establishing linkages of exist-
ing and new primary cooperative societies 
with DCCBs/ StCBs and/ or their respective 
District and UT level Federations. It will 
ensure convergence of various schemes of 
Government of India at the level of PACS or 
dairy/ fishery primary cooperative societies 
to make them vibrant economic entities.

It will provide all necessary policy support 
for creation of infrastructure at the level 
of cooperative societies, including allot-
ment of Government/ Gram Sabha land to 
PACS. To extend all necessary support to 
District Cooperative Development Commit-
tee (DCDC) for implementation of the plan 
at the grassroots level. To monitor the prog-
ress of implementation of the action plan at 
the UT level. Any other related matter(s).

Similarly the District Level Cooperative 
Development Committee will be chaired by 
Deputy Commissioner; where as Additional 
District Development Commissioner; Assis-
tant Commissioner, Panchayat; Assistant 
Commissioner, Revenue; Chief Agriculture 
Officer; Chief Animal Husbandry Officer; 
District Sheep Husbandry Officer; Assis-
tant Director, Fisheries; Assistant Direc-
tor/District Officer, Handloom.; Assistant 
Director/District Officer, Handicraft; Assis-
tant Executive Officer/District Officer, KVIB; 
Area Marketing Officer/District Officer, Hor-
ticulture (Planning & Marketing); Managing 
Director DCCB/ StCB; District Lead Bank 

Manager; District Development Manager, 
NABARD; Representative of National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB); Represen-
tative of National Fisheries Development 
Board (NFDB); Representative of J&K 
Dairy/Fisheries Cooperative Federation 
and Any other Co-opted member will be the 
members of the Committee. Also, Deputy 
Registrar Cooperative Societies will func-
tion as Convener of the Committee.

As per the order, the Committee has been 
directed to ensure regular and timely up-
dation of National Cooperative Database; 
to prepare the District Plan for setting up 
of new multipurpose PACS or primary 
dairy/ fishery cooperative societies on the 
basis of the gap analysis from National 
Cooperative Database; to ensure that all 
the Panchayats/ villages in the district are 
covered by multipurpose PACS or primary 
dairy/ fishery cooperative societies, as the 
case may be; to establish linkages of exist-
ing and new primary cooperative societies 
with DCCBs/ StCBs and/ or their respective 
District/ Block level Federations, if any, with 
the support of UT Government and other 
stakeholders concerned.

If District/ Block level Federations are not 
existent, then linkages may be established 
with the Federations present in nearby Dis-
trict/ Block; to facilitate setting up of District 
level federations, if not presently existent, 
as per requirement and viability assess-
ment, in coordination with UT Government 
and stakeholders concerned; to facilitate 
registration of new primary cooperative 
societies with the support of Registrar of 
Cooperative Societies.

It has been further directed to ensure 
dovetailing of various schemes of Gov-
ernment of India at the level of PACS or 
primary dairy/ fishery cooperative societies 
with the support of Registrar of Cooperative 
Societies; to provide all necessary infra-
structure and logistical support to primary 
cooperative societies at the Panchayats/ 
village level, including allotment of Govern-
ment/ Gram Sabha land to PACS; to coor-
dinate with all stakeholders concerned and 
provide all necessary support for ensuring 
implementation of the plan at the ground 
leve; and any other related matters.

It is further ordered that Neerupal Yadav, 
Deputy Director (SA&O), nominated by 
Ware House Development Regulatory 
Authority of India shall also be a member 
of District Level Cooperative Development 
Committee in respect of District Kathua. 
Besides, Deputy Registrar, Command 
Area Development, Jammu and Kathua 
shall also be the members of District Level 
Cooperative Development Committee for 
district Jammu and Kathua.

The Cooperative Department shall be 
the Nodal Department for coordinating the 
overall implementation of the said plan.

Kashmir in grip of 
intense cold wave

Celsius which was 1.4 degrees higher 
than previous night’s minus 8 degrees Cel-

sius, the officials said.
Pahalgam in south Kashmir’s Anantnag 

district, which serves as one of the base 
camps for the annual Amarnath Yatra, 
recorded a minimum temperature of 
minus 6.9 degrees Celsius, a drop of more 
than one degree compared to minus 5.8 
degrees Celsius a night earlier, they said.

Qazigund recorded a low of minus 4.2 
degree Celsius against 0.8 degree Celsius 
a night earlier, Kokernag town saw the mer-
cury settle at minus 3.1 degrees Celsius 
and Kupwara recorded a low of minus 3.8 
degrees Celsius against minus 2.2 degrees 
Celsius recorded 24 hours earlier.

The weather office has forecast gener-
ally dry weather over the next few days in 
the valley.

The sudden drop in temperature has 
resulted in freezing of many slow moving 
water bodies. It has also resulted in freez-
ing of water supply pipes in some areas, 
they said.

The drop in temperature has resulted in 
an increase in respiratory problems among 
the children and elderly. With electricity 
supply erratic in many areas of Kashmir, 
people have resorted to use of Kangri, an 
earthen firepot, to beat the chill.

People deserve credit 
for decline in militancy 

in Valley: CRPF IG
new Kashmir is being seen in the fields, 

be it in cricket, football or other sports.
”So, the major contribution has been of 

the youth of Kashmir, the people of Kash-
mir,” Inspector General, CRPF, Srinagar 
sector, Ajay Yadav said when he was asked 
who deserved credit for the decrease in 
militancy in the valley.

He was speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the inauguration of a football 
tournament organised by the CRPF in 
Srinagar. ”It is my strong belief that the 
coming year will be better than today and 
the people will lend their support,” Yadav 
added. As many as 16 teams from central 
Kashmir, including four from Downtown 
Srinagar, are participating in the tourna-
ment. ”This is Naya Kashmir and the youth 
will march ahead.

I am hopeful that many youths from this 
tournament will play for India in the future. 
Sports also plays a very important role 
in keeping youths away from drugs,” he 
said. Yadav said the tournament has been 
organised especially keeping the youth in 
mind.

The aim is to engage the youth, provide 
them a path to live their lives in a better 
way and provide an opportunity for them 
to play at the national level. I am sure that 
many good players will emerge out of the 
tournament, he said. We have promised 
that the CRPF will keep the youth engaged. 
These tournaments are a part of the civic 
action programme, he added.

Asked if the paramilitary force was ready 
to provide security for elections in J-K, the 
IG said the CRPF is ready for any respon-
sibility. He said the tournament would be 
an annual feature.
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KULGAM, Dec 19: 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Pradesh Congress 
Committee (JKPCC) 
president Vikar Rasool 
Wani on Tuesday today 
visited Waltengoo Nad 
Gujjarbasti and met the 
bereaved families, who 
lost their loved ones in a 
road accident in Shimla.

Wani termed the 
accident as the most 
unfortunate incident, 

which has shattered all. 
He said administration 
should took immedi-
ate measures in their 

capacity to help the 
affected families.

He also extended 
sympathies with the 

bereaved families and 
prayed for the eternal 
peace of the deceased 
and speedy recovery to 

the injured.
He also said that LG 

administration should 
provide an adequate 
amount of financial relief 
to the families of those 
killed and the injured to 
arrange for their spe-
cialized treatment.

He was accompanied 
by DDC Banihal Imteyaz 
Khanday, District Presi-
dent Kulgam Amanullah 
Mantoo and workers of 
the party.

JKPCC President visits Waltengoo Kund, meets 
families of accident victims

Top News Report

JAMMU, Dec 19: 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) J&K Executive 
Member Raman Suri, 
on Tuesday extended 
heartfelt appreciation 
towards the recent deci-
sion by the Union Min-
istry of Health & Family 
Welfare to include 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Government pension-
ers under the ambit of 
the Central Govern-
ment Health Scheme 
(CGHS).

In a statement issued 
here, Raman Suri said 
that until now, only 
Central Government 
employees and pen-
sioners were entitled to 
the benefits of CGHS. 
However, in a progres-
sive move, the union 
government issued an 
order last month, broad-
ening the scope of the 
scheme by including 

pensioners from the 
Union Territory (UT) of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Raman acknowledged 
this as a significant 
stride towards ensuring 
the welfare of J&K UT 
pensioners. He empha-
sized that the CGHS 
scheme, which encom-
passes various medical 
systems such as Allop-
athy, Ayurvedic, Unani, 
Homeopathy, Indian 
System of Medicine, 
and Siddha & Yoga, will 
now be accessible to a 
wider demographic.

Suri also highlighted 
the upcoming aware-
ness camps planned 
by the CGHS officials 
across various parts 
of the Union Territory. 
These camps aim to 
educate pensioners 
about the benefits of 
the CGHS and guide 
them on how to avail 
themselves of this Cen-
tral Government Health 

Scheme effectively.
The CGHS offers an 

array of benefits, includ-
ing OPD treatment and 
medication charges, 
indoor t reatment, 
diagnostic services at 
Government or CGHS 
affiliated hospitals, child 
health services, family 
welfare, medical advice, 
and distribution of med-
icines. The scheme 
covers various treat-
ments and procedures 
under Medicine, Gener-
al Surgery, Obstetrics & 
Gynaecology, Paediat-
rics, ENT, Ophthalmol-
ogy, and Orthopaedics.

Raman Suri lauded 
the Union Ministry’s 
thoughtful step in 
extending the CGHS 
facilities to Jammu 
and Kashmir pension-
ers, underscoring the 
importance of seiz-
ing this opportunity for 
improved healthcare in 
the UT.

Raman Suri applauds union 
government’s inclusive move

CGHS scheme extended to J&K pensioners for 
enhanced healthcare access

Top News Report

MANDI, Dec 19: Apni Party, 
Provincial Secretary Jammu 
Division, Raiz Aatish has 
launched a public outreach to 
Tehsil Mandi of District Poonch.

During this public outreach 
program, Aatish visited Arai vil-
lage of Mandi Tehsil and met 
different segments of society.

He held a threadbare discus-
sion with the people from the vil-

lage and they were mostly con-
cerned about the inadequate 
arrangement by the authorities 
for the winters.

He said that the people have 
complained of lack of arrange-
ment for firewood, cooking gas 
cylinder and ration supply to 
the Govt depots of Consumer 
Affairs and Public Distribution 
Department (CAPD).

He said that the various snow-
bound areas remain cut off from 
the rest of Jammu and Kashmir 

because of snowfall.
 “The authorities should 

deploy snow removers to clear 
the roads and ensure road 
connectivity in the neglected 

areas,” he added.
He appealed to the Govt to 

consider the demands project-
ed by the people of village Arai 
in Mandi Tehsil.

Raiz Aatish conducts public outreach program in Mandi’s village

I, Dheeraj Sharma, S/o Sh Ved Parkash,  R/o vil-
lage Bravi, Tehsil Kalakote, District Rajouri,  have 
purchased a vehicle (Swift VDi BS4 M) bearing reg-
istration No DL3CCA-4193 from Atul Sharma, S/o Sh 
Prem Sharma, R/o 16 D, PKT, J Sheikh Sarai, Ph-2, 
New Delhi. I am applying for the transfer of the same 
in my name. Objections if any may be conveyed to the 
concerned authority within 7 days of the publication 
of this notice.

NOTICETop News Report

BANI, Dec 19: Apni Party Presi-
dent Kandi Belt (Bani - Basohli) and 
Spokesperson, Yasar Choudhary today 
appealed to authorities to ensure basic 
amenities and road infrastructure in 
remote villages of District Kathua.

As per a press statement, Yasar said 
that the authorities have completely 
failed to implement public welfare 

schemes and developmental policies 
on the ground for the last several years 
in rural areas / villages.

“The road infrastructure in shabby 
condition, the hospitals are without 
proper equipment and needed spe-
cialized staff and doctors,” he said, 
expressing anguish over the failure of 
the authorities.

He further stated that the authorities 
should make public the developmen-

tal and public welfare schemes and its 
implementation.  “The people in the 
hilly region have been ignored regard-
ing all sorts of developmental activities. 
However, the authorities have not dis-
closed anything about the implementa-
tion schemes meant for public welfare/
development,” he said.

He demanded that the progress of 
schemes which have been implement-
ed should be made public.

 “There is a need to fix accountability 
of the officials who fail to implement 
Govt schemes,” he demanded.

He also sought attention of the author-
ities towards the tourism sector. “Bani 
and Basohli have huge potential for 
tourism, but the authorities have failed 
to identify and explore the possibility 
of tourism promotion that would help in 
generating employment and develop-
ment of the hilly region,” he added.

Yasar Choudhary demands basic amenities in rural areas of Kathua



  									         				    	
				                                                10 BUSINESS / HEALTH Top News of J&K

Jammu, Tuesday, December 19, 2023

MUMBAI, Dec 19 (Agencies): 
Indian airline industry is expect-
ing to prune its net losses to Rs 
3,000-5,000 crore in this fiscal 
from an estimated Rs 17,000-
17,500 crore in FY2023 on the 
back of improved yields and 
stable cost environment, credit 
ratings agency ICRA said on 
Tuesday.

At the same time, ICRA also 
estimated that domestic air pas-
senger traffic will expand by 
8-13 per cent each in FY2024 
and FY2025.

The rating agency has also 
maintained its stable outlook on 
the industry in view of healthy 
passenger traffic growth, 
improved yields and a stable 
cost environment.

Building on the fast-paced 
recovery in FY2023, ICRA at a 
webinar on Tuesday said it is 
expecting the domestic air pas-
senger traffic to grow by 8-13 
per cent in the ongoing financial 
year, thereby reaching 150-155 
million and surpassing the pre-
Covid levels of 141.2 million 
seen in FY2020.

The Industry’s net loss (is 
expected) to shrink to Rs 30-50 
billion in FY2024 from an esti-
mated Rs 170-175 billion in 
FY2023, aided by improved 
yields and stable cost environ-
ment, ICRA said.

“The air passenger traffic 
momentum witnessed in the 
current fiscal is expected to con-
tinue in FY2025, though further 
expansion in yields from the 
current levels may be limited. 
Thus, the industry is estimated 
to report a similar net loss of 
Rs 30-50 billion in FY2025 as 
well,” said Suprio Banerjee, Vice 
President & Sector Head, Cor-
porate Ratings, ICRA Limited.

The momentum in air passen-
ger traffic growth is expected to 
continue in FY2025 as well with 
a similar estimated year-on-year 
growth, aided by rising demand 
for air travel and improving air-
port infrastructure, ICRA said.

During the first eight months of 
this fiscal, domestic air passen-
ger traffic stood at 100.7 million, 
witnessing a 17 per cent year-
on-year growth, and 5 per cent 
higher than the pre-Covid levels 
(8M FY2020) of 95.7 million.

Further, the international pas-
senger traffic for Indian carri-
ers, at 23.9 million in FY2023, 
surpassed the pre-Covid levels, 
although it trailed the peak levels 
of 25.9 million in FY2019, ICRA 
said, adding the same is expect-
ed to cross this level in the cur-
rent fiscal, with an estimated 
25-27 million passengers.

Moreover, the airlines wit-
nessed better pricing power, as 
reflected in improved yields and 
in the spread between revenue 
per available seat kilometre and 
cost per available seat kilometre 
(RASK-CASK) for the airlines, 
it said.

While capacity addition for the 
industry will continue with the 
total pending aircraft deliveries 

of around 1,500, supply chain 
issues at the aircraft OEMs also 
mean that the addition could be 
gradual, ICRA said.

Also, a large part of these 
is towards replacement of old 
aircraft with new fuel-efficient 
ones, and with the expected 
continued growth in passen-
ger traffic, ICRA expects the 
demand-supply balance to be 
maintained in the medium-term.

Furthermore, a sizeable part 
of the fleet addition by airlines 
will also be meant for expand-
ing international operations, it 
said and added that in FY2023, 
the share of Indian carriers in 
international traffic (to and from 
India) stood at around 42 per 
cent.

This offers adequate growth 
potential for Indian carriers to 
gain traction in international traf-
fic over the medium term, the 
rating agency noted.

However, despite a healthy 
recovery in passenger traf-
fic and improvement in yields, 
the movement of the latter will 
remain monitorable amidst ele-
vated ATF prices and deprecia-
tion of the Indian Rupee vis-a-
vis the US Dollar compared to 
pre-Covid levels, both of which 

have a major bearing on the air-
lines’ cost structure, the rating 
agency noted.

The average ATF (aviation 
turbine fuel) prices stood at 
Rs 103,189/KL in 9M FY2024, 
which were 59 per cent higher 
compared to an average of 
Rs 64,715/KL during FY2020, 
albeit a decline of 17 per cent 
compared to Rs 121,013 /KL in 
FY2023, it observed.

Fuel accounts for 30-40 per 
cent of the airlines’ expenses, 
while around 35-50 per cent of 
the airlines’ operating expenses 
‘including aircraft lease pay-
ments, fuel expenses, and a 
significant portion of aircraft and 
engine maintenance expenses 
‘ are denominated in US dollar 
terms.

“More recently, the Indian avi-
ation industry has been facing 
significant supply chain issues, 
resulting in around 20-22 per 
cent of the total fleet being on 
the ground currently.

“The recent issue related to 
powder-coating related con-
cerns in engines manufactured 
by Pratt & Whitney (P&W) is 
expected to lead to additional 
aircraft to be grounded by Q4 
FY2024 of this fiscal ‘amounting 
to approximately 22-24 per cent 
of the industry capacity,” said 
Banerjee.

This will result in high operat-
ing expenses towards cost of 
grounding, increase in lease 
rentals due to additional aircraft 
being taken on lease to offset 
the grounded capacity, along 
with increasing lease rates 
and lower fuel efficiency, which 
adversely impact the airline’s 
cost structure, and thus over-
all cash flow generation,” he 
added.

Indian airlines likely to prune losses to Rs 3,000-5,000 
crore this fiscal: ICRA

Indian aviation industry has been facing significant supply chain issues, resulting in around 
20-22 per cent of the total fleet being on the ground currently

MUMBAI, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Benchmark 
equity indices Sensex 
and Nifty scaled new 
lifetime high levels 
in intra-day trade on 
Tuesday before ending 
with gains on the back 
of buying in index major 
Reliance Industries and 
positive global cues.

The 30-share BSE 
Sensex climbed 122.10 
points or 0.17 per cent 
to settle at 71,437.19. 
During the day, it 
jumped 308.62 points or 
0.43 per cent to reach 
its all-time intra-day 

high of 71,623.71.
The Nifty climbed 86.4 

points or 0.40 per cent 
to hit its record peak 
of 21,505.05. It finally 
closed higher by 34.45 
points or 0.16 per cent 
at 21,453.10.

Among the Sensex 
firms, Nestle, NTPC, 
Reliance Industries, 
State Bank of India, 
ITC, Hindustan Unilever, 
Power Grid and Bajaj 
Finance were the major 
gainers.

Wipro, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, HCL 
Technologies, Tata 

Steel, Bajaj Finserv and 
Maruti were among the 
laggards.

In Asian markets, 
Seoul, Tokyo and 
Shanghai settled in the 
positive territory, while 
Hong Kong ended lower.

European markets 
were trading in the 
green. The US markets 
ended with gains on 
Monday.

Global oil benchmark 
Brent crude declined 
0.30 per cent to USD 
77.72 a barrel.

Foreign Institutional 
Investors (FIIs) offload-
ed equities worth Rs 
33.51 crore on Monday 
after continuous buying, 
according to exchange 
data.

Snapping its three-day 
rally, the BSE bench-
mark declined 168.66 
points or 0.24 per cent 
to settle at 71,315.09 on 
Monday. The Nifty fell 
by 38 points or 0.18 per 
cent to 21,418.65.

Sensex, Nifty hit new 
record highs on firm global 
trends, buying in Reliance

The Nifty climbed 86.4 points or 0.40 per cent to hit 
its record peak of 21,505.05

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Fintech 
major BharatPe’s net 
loss widened to Rs 
941 crore during FY23, 
compared with Rs 834 
crore in the previous 
fiscal.

“We excluded the loss 
worth 4,782 crore in 
FY22 which it incurred 
due to change in fair 
value of compulsory 
convertible preference 
shares,” according to an 
Entrackr report, citing 
BharatPe’s annualised 
f inancial statement 
shared with sharehold-
ers.

BharatPe reported 
revenues from opera-
tions at Rs 1,029 crore 
for FY23, up 2 times 
from FY22.

The company’s non-
operating revenue, how-
ever, moderated 38 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY) 

to Rs 139 crore in FY23, 
according to the report.

BharatPe turned 
EBITDA - - earn-
ings before interest, 
tax, depreciation and 
amortisation -- posi-
tive in October with an 
annualised revenue of 
Rs 1,500 crore, which 
represents a 31 per 
cent increase over the 
same period of the pre-
vious year on the back 
of higher growth in its 
lending and payments 
business, the company 
said last month.

The fintech startup 

has also significantly 
cut down its cash burn, 
which averaged at Rs 
60 crore a month in 
2022-23, to attain a 
positive EBITDA.

“Th is  mi lestone 
ref lects the trust 
bestowed upon us by 
our vast network of 
over 1.3 crore merchant 
partners. October was 
a great month for us 
— we achieved signifi-
cant growth with loans 
facilitated on our plat-
form,” said Nalin Negi, 
CFO and interim CEO, 
BharatPe.

BharatPe’s net loss widens 
to Rs 941 crore in FY23

CHANDIGARH, Dec 19 (Agencies): 
A comprehensive study conducted in 
rural areas of Mohali from December 
2019 to March 2021 sheds light on 
the sociocultural beliefs surrounding 
perinatal and neonatal health. The 
research focused on women up to 
3-month postpartum, aged over 18, 
and revealed significant influences on 
health practices within the community.

The study conducted by doctors 
from the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, PGIMER, high-
lighted instances where women, par-
ticularly influenced by family members, 
refrained from consuming certain foods 
due to cultural perceptions. Mothers-
in-law, in particular, played a role in 
restricting food choices based on their 
beliefs about potential health impacts.

The study quoted a participant, “A few 
days ago, my sister-in-law cooked rice 
and offered me, but my mother-in-law 
stopped me from eating it as she said it 
was not good for my health and would 
directly affect the health of the baby.”

While some women adhered to tra-
ditional practices and dietary advice 
provided by elders, others exhibited 
a more contemporary approach, often 
influenced by social media. This dichot-
omy was evident in choices related to 
place of stay during pregnancy, dietary 
habits and post-delivery rituals.

Contrary to cultural beliefs, doctors 
expressed concerns over dietary restric-
tions imposed on postpartum and lac-
tating women. Deprivation of essential 
nutrients during this crucial period could 
negatively impact a woman’s recovery 
and her ability to initiate breastfeeding. 
Additionally, questionable infant prac-
tices such as feeding babies honey and 
applying kajal (black soot) to their eyes 
were identified as causes for concern.

According to medical professionals, 
the introduction of honey to children 
under 1 year of age may lead to infant 
botulism, posing serious health risks. 
Similarly, the use of kajal, though rooted 
in cultural beliefs, has been associated 
with potential harm, including excessive 
lead storage in the body, affecting the 
brain and bone marrow.

The study underscores the neces-
sity of bridging the gap between cul-
tural practices and contemporary health 
guidelines. While respecting traditions 
is important, awareness and education 
are crucial to ensuring the well-being of 
both mothers and newborns.

Sociocultural practices 
affecting maternal, neonatal health 
in Mohali villages: PGI study

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 (Agen-
cies): Researchers at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) have demonstrated 
a new approach to treating 
Alzheimer’s disease using a 
delivery system inspired by 
the technology behind certain 
Covid-19 vaccines.

In a recent study published in 
the journal Advanced Materi-
als, the team demonstrated the 
effective use of lipid nanopar-
ticles (LNPs) to deliver small 
interfering RNA (siRNA) to the 
brain’s microglia immune cells.

Microglia cells play a crucial 
role in clearing waste from the 
brain, making them a challeng-
ing target for therapies.

Lipid nanoparticles (LNPs) are 
a type of nanotechnology-based 
delivery system used to trans-
port therapeutic substances, 
such as drugs or genetic mate-
rial, into cells.

The researchers, led by Li-
Huei Tsai, Picower professor 

of neuroscience at MIT, col-
laborated with Robert Langer, 
known for his work on nanopar-
ticle drug delivery, to explore the 
use of LNPs to deliver siRNA 
into microglia.

The team focused on reducing 
the expression of the PU.1 pro-
tein, linked to excessive inflam-
mation in Alzheimer’s disease. 
In their prior research, they 
discovered that blocking the 
consequences of PU.1 activity 
could alleviate neuroinflamma-
tion and pathology associated 
with Alzheimer’s.

To achieve this, the research-
ers optimised an LNP, creating 
a formulation named “MG-LNP.” 
Unlike commercially available 
reagents, MG-LNP exhibited 
high delivery efficiency and 
safety in transfecting microglia.

Further testing on mice dem-
onstrated that injection into 
the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) 
was more effective in targeting 
microglia without affecting other 

organs.
The researchers then used 

MG-LNP to deliver a PU.1-
suppressing siRNA, resulting in 
a significant reduction of PU.1 
expression in both human cell 
cultures and mice.

The study indicated that 
MG-LNP outperformed a com-
mercially available reagent, 
RNAiMAX, in reducing inflam-
matory markers.

While the results are promis-
ing, the researchers empha-
sise the need for further testing 
before considering the approach 
for human patients.

The study represents a proof-
of-principle for the potential 
use of MG-LNP-mediated anti-
PU.1 siRNA delivery as an anti-
inflammatory therapeutic for 
neuroinflammatory diseases, 
including Alzheimer’s.

Researchers identify new Alzheimer’s treatment 
inspired by Covid vaccines

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 
(Agencies): Premature 
greying of hair is a con-
dition that can strike as 
early as in one’s twen-
ties. While it has long 
been associated with 
the natural ageing pro-
cess, recent scientific 
studies have shown that 
lifestyle factors can sig-
nificantly contribute to 
this phenomenon.

Smoking is one of the 
most prominent lifestyle 
choices linked to early 
greying. A 2013 study by 
the University of Jordan 
found a substantial 
relationship between 
smoking and the onset 
of grey hair before the 
age of 30.

The harmful chemi-
cals in tobacco smoke 
are believed to cause 
oxidative stress, lead-
ing to damage in hair 

follicle melanocytes, the 
cells responsible for hair 
pigment.

Dietary habits also play 
a crucial role. Nutritional 
deficiencies, particularly 
a lack of vitamins B12, 
D3, calcium, and min-
erals like copper, iron, 

and zinc have been cor-
related with premature 
greying.

These nutrients are 
vital for melanogenesis, 
the process by which 
melanocytes produce 
melanin, the pigment 
that gives hair its colour.

Studies have reported 
lower levels of these 
nutrients in individuals 
experiencing early grey-
ing compared to those 
without such issues.

Nutritionist Nmami 
Agarwal shared an 
Instagram post earlier 
suggesting that diet is 
essential for one’s hair 
health. She advised 
having foods that have 
high amounts of folic 
acid (dark leafy vegeta-
bles), vitamin B12 (egg 
yolk and dairy products), 
copper (sesame seeds, 
cashews, almonds, red 
meats and whole grains) 
and zinc (dry fruits and 
seeds).

Stress, too, has been 
implicated in the grey-
ing process. Although 
no direct link has been 

established between 
stress and hair grey-
ing, increased oxidative 
load due to psychologi-
cal stress suggests that 
emotional factors may 
influence hair pigmen-
tation.

Furthermore, poor 
sleep and chronic dehy-
dration are additional 
factors that may exac-
erbate the risk of prema-
ture greying, as they can 
impact overall health 
and, consequently, hair 
vitality.

While genetics play a 
significant role in deter-
mining when and how 
quickly one’s hair turns 
grey, these lifestyle fac-
tors offer actionable 
insights into how people 
might delay greying 
signs.

These lifestyle habits lead to premature greying
Smoking is one of the most prominent lifestyle choices linked to early greying.
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“Making Hardik captain may or 
may not benefit the team,” 
says Sunil Gavaskar

DUBAI, Dec 19 (Agencies): 
Cricketer Rishabh Pant hopes 
to be fully match-fit in next few 
months and keep his date with 
the much-anticipated return to 
competitive cricket during next 
year’s Indian Premier League.

Pant, who miraculously 
escaped after a horrifying car 
accident last year, missed the 
entire 2023 after undergoing 
surgery has been floored by the 
love and appreciation shown by 
fans that helped him recover 
quicker than anyone expected.

“I think (I am feeling) much 
better (than) what I was doing a 
few months ago. So like, (I am) 
still on recovery towards 100 per 
cent (fitness). But hopefully in a 
few months’ time, I’ll be able to 
do it,” an optimistic Pant said 
in a video posted by the Delhi 
Capitals on its Instagram page.

The Delhi Capitals skipper, 
who will be present at the mini 
auction alongside Team Direc-
tor Sourav Ganguly and head 
coach Ricky Ponting here, had 
a close shave after his car hit 
a divider on National Highway 

towards Rourkee and caught 
fire in a terrifying accident in 
December last year.

The 26-year-old suffered mul-
tiple injuries and is currently 
undergoing rehab at the Nation-
al Cricket Academy in Benga-
luru. However, he is expected to 
be back in action during the IPL 
which starts on March 22.

What touched Pant was the 
love and concern shown by the 
fans, which he felt he realised 
for the first time.

“I think it’s been really amazing 
because whenever we keep on 
playing cricket, we feel no one 
loves us because there is always 
pressure in so many things. But 
actually yes, it’s a hard time. But 
I got to know at least people love 
us. They respect us and the kind 
of appreciation and the kind of 
concern I would say people 
have shown over a period of 
time because of my injury,” Pant 
said.

“I think it was heartfelt, like 

crazy for me because it means 
a lot as an individual.”       

Pant said the love and affec-
tion shown by people has 
helped him make a miraculous 
recovery.

“When you are going through 
a very rough time or something 
like that happens to you. It’s not 
only physical, it’s like mentally 
also and if your supporters and 
the people support you or show 
you love, it means a lot and it’s it 
really helps in recovering.”    

In the absence of Pant, Aus-
tralia opener David Warner led 
DC last season with the team 
finishing second from last.

“Thank you for always being 
supportive all the time. Yes, I 
know sometimes we have given 
you a hard time as fans.

“But see, we try to do our best 
all the time and, hopefully, next 
year in time to come, we will 
show the kind of respect or love 
you have shown over a period 
of time, hopefully we can recip-
rocate it over a period of time, 
and just keep supporting us,” 
Pant said.

Still on recovery, will need a few months to be 100% 
fit: Rishabh Pant

NEW DELHI, Dec 19 (Agencie): 
Ahead of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2024 auction on Tuesday in Dubai, 
former India cricketer Sunil Gavaskar 
said that making Hardik Pandya the 
captain of the Mumbai Indian (MI) may 
or may not benefit the franchise.

While speaking at Star Sports, 
Gavaskar said that the 30-year-old has 
already delivered results while leading 
the Gujarat Titans (GT). He added that 
taking a “fresh thinking” is needed.

“Hardik is a young and fresh captain 
who has delivered the results. He led 
the Gujarat Titans to two IPL finals and 
achieved a title once. So pretty sure 
they made him captain keeping all this 
in mind. Sometimes you need fresh 
thinking, and Hardik can bring that. 

Making Hardik captain may or may not 
benefit the team, but it sure won’t hurt 
them,” Gavaskar said.

He further added that the Mumbai-
based franchise decided for their ben-
efit and it should not be discussed what 
is right or wrong.

The former cricketer pointed out Mi’s 
performance last year and said that 
even though they have qualified for 
the IPL 2023 playoffs, the “josh” was 
missing in Rohit Sharma. He added that 
Rohit has scored crucial runs for the 
franchise.

“We should not discuss what is right or 
wrong. The decision taken by Mumbai 
Indians is for the benefit of their team. 
In the last two years, Rohit’s contribu-
tions with the bat were scarce. He used 
to score heavily, and two seasons ago 
if I’m not wrong, MI finished last. Last 
year, they qualified for the Playoffs but 
the josh that we are used to seeing in 
him, has been missing. Perhaps he is 
tired having played non-stop cricket, or 
captaining India,” he added.

Hardik made a return to the five-time 
champions in a trade deal between 
Gujarat Titans and Mumbai Indians 
ahead of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2024. While many expected 
Hardik to play under Rohit’s captaincy, 
MI’s decision to hand the captaincy to 
the 30-year-old all-rounder earlier this 
week caught many by surprise.

Pant hopes to keep his date with the much-anticipated return to competitive cricket 
during next year’s IPL

BENGALURU, Dec 
19 (Agencie): Former 
Kolkata Knight Riders 
captain Eoin Morgan 
believed that the com-
bination of mentor 
Gautam Gambhir and 
captain Shreyas Iyer 
could help the team to 
resurrect its fortunes in 
the IPL 2024.

The Knight Riders, 
who finished seventh 
in 2023 and 2022, have 
brought back two-time 
title winning captain 
Gambhir as their mentor 
ahead of the next edi-
tion.

Iyer had missed the 
whole of last IPL owing 
to an injury as Nitish 
Rana led the side.

“I think Shreyas missed 
last year, and obviously, 
Nitish Rana came in 
and did what he could 
on such short notice.  
You know, under high 
pressure circumstances 
and getting to know the 
new coach and trying 
to make things work 
proved very challenging.

“But bringing Gambhir 
back in who is a noto-
rious winner. Having 
played alongside him 

and under him as cap-
tain, Gambhir knows 
how to get it done,” said 
Morgan, IPL expert with 
JIO Cinema, during an 
interaction.

“Gambhir along with 
Shreyas will be mentor-
ing KKR in every facet 
and given the record that 
he’s had in the Knight 
Rider shirt, I think, it will 
make a positive impact.”      

Morgan, who had led 
England to an ODI World 
Cup victory in 2019, said 
Australian left-arm pacer 
Mitchell Starc will be a 
hot property in the auc-
tion on Tuesday.

Morgan opined that 

Starc could trigger a 
bidding war between 
the Knight Riders and 
Gujarat Titans.

“I think Mitchell Starc 
alongside Pat Cummins, 
Josh Hazlewood, prob-
ably, Gerald Coetzee as 
overseas bowlers will be 
the most sought after. 
KKR and GT need good 
pacers at the moment.

GT probably have one 
of the biggest purses in 
this auction and they let 
go of Hardik Pandya. 
So, they have a lot of 
recruiting to do, but 
I think they probably 
need an imposing strike 
bowler,” said Morgan.

While Morgan asserted 
that bowlers will be in 
demand during the auc-
tion to be held in Dubai, 
a few batsmen such as 
England’s Harry Brook, 
Australia’s Travis Head 
and Rachin Ravindra of 
New Zealand will evince 
some interest from the 
bidders.

“When you look at the 
teams, I suppose they 
are coming into auction 
when their top-order is 
pretty much full. So, in 
that regard, I don’t see 
many batters going for 
huge amounts of money.

“Brook is going to be in 
there and will be sought 
after. I think Head is 
going to create a strong 
buzz, given the last year 
and a half to two years 
he has had in all formats 
of the game.

Man of the Match in 
the WTC and World 
Cup final. He has really 
left an indelible mark on 
Indian minds. So, he 
will definitely be sought 
after,” he said.

The Ireland-born crick-
eter said Ravindra also 
has an edge because of 

him being left-handed 
top-order batter.

“Likewise, Head, 
Ravindra is a player 
you can actually see 
teams identify with their 
need…you know, a top 
order left-handed batter. 
Whoever goes for one 
and doesn’t get it and 
will go for the other,” he 
added.

Morgan felt that all-
rounder Shardul Thakur 
and uncapped batter 
Shah Rukh Khan could 
be the biggest buys 
among the Indian play-
ers.

Shardul could be 
the most-sought-after 
Indian player given his 
all-round ability and the 
flexibility with his bowl-
ing and the attacking 
nature in which he bats. 
He makes himself a very 
attractive selection.

“Shah Rukh too, 
because I think he’s 
in fine form. He’s so 
destructive and carries 
a sort of Rinku Singh 
model of finishing, and 
he could potentially 
create a bidding war,” 
Morgan signed off.

‘Notorious winner’ Gambhir alongside Shreyas 
can transform KKR: Morgan

GQEBERHA, Dec 19 (Agencie): 
Immensely gifted Rajat Patidar will be 
pitted against the flamboyant Rinku 
Singh for the lone available batting slot 
when a determined Indian team gears 
up for the final kill against a lacklustre 
South Africa in the second ODI here 
today.

After pacers Arshdeep Singh and 
Avesh Khan produced a flawless per-
formance in the opening game that 
India won by eight wickets, KL Rahul 
would be keen to heal the wounds of 
a 0-3 defeat here under his leadership 
back in 2022.

India will also hand over a debut ODI 
cap to one of its reserve batters as 
Shreyas Iyer has linked up with the Test 
squad after Sunday’s game with an eye 
on the two-match series, which starts 
on Boxing Day.

The noise around Rinku’s debut is 
growing louder. The left-hander has 
shown that he has the technique and 
temperament to succeed on South Afri-
can tracks that offer way more bounce 
compared to the sub-continent pitches.

However, the Indore-based right-
hander Patidar had made it to the ODI 
team back in 2022. But in the past one 
year, he has struggled and also under-
went a heel surgery earlier this year.

The Indian team management has 
very specific roles for players and while 
Rinku is being looked upon as a finisher 
at No. 6, the 30-year-old Patidar is more 

of a specialist No. 4 when he bats for his 
state team Madhya Pradesh.

Hence, with Iyer, a right-hander vacat-
ing a slot in the playing XI, his like-for-
like replacement is Patidar.

In case of Rinku, the No. 6 slot cur-
rently has been given to Sanju Samson, 
who is playing as a specialist batter 
behind skipper KL Rahul.

As has been the template, the team 
management would like to give Samson 
a longer rope before turning to the 
southpaw.

The opening game witnessed the 
debut of young left-handed opener B 
Sai Sudharsan, whose silken half-cen-
tury held a lot of promise going into the 
future. For the hosts, this series is a 
massive white-ball test for its batters in 
the post Quinton de Kock era.

India look to get job done as 
more new faces set to don 
international colours

DUBAI, Dec 19 (Agencies): England youngster Harry 
Brook was sold for Rs 4 crore to Delhi Capitals in the 
Indian Premier League 2024 auction on Tuesday, 19 
December at the Coca Cola Arena in Dubai.

Brook, who had been sold to SunRisers Hyderabad 
Rs 13.25 crore in the 2023 auction fetched a lesser 
amount this time around. Brook had not done well 
in his maiden season in the Indian Premier League. 
Brook did score a century against Kolkata Knight 
Riders at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata but had a string 
of single-digit scores in the 2023 season. From 11 
matches in the IPL, Brook had scored 190 runs at an 
average of 21.11.

The England batter was phenomenal against West 
Indies in the 3rd T20I match right ahead of the IPL auc-
tion. Brook slammed 31* off just 7 balls to guide Eng-
land to the highest-ever chase on the Caribbean soil.

IPL 2024 Auction: Harry 
Brook sees mega-dip in 
value, sold for Rs 4 crore 
to Delhi Capitals

DUBAI, Dec 19 (Agen-
cies): Rajasthan Royals 
(RR) bought West Indies 
T20I skipper Rovman 
Powell for a price of 
INR 7.40 crores in the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) auction that took 
place in Dubai on Tues-
day, December 19. 
The hard-hitting batter 
played for the Delhi 
Capitals last season 
where he scored only 
seven runs from three 
matches at a disastrous 
average of 2.33 and a 
strike-rate of 77.77.

Powell started with 
a base price of INR 1 
crore, after which Kolk-
ata Knight Riders (KKR) 
bid for him. Later, the 
Rajasthan Royals joined 
the bidding war. The two 
teams were involved in 
a bidding war for quite 
some time before the 
Royals secured the ser-
vices of the right-hand-
ed batter.

Powell has been in 
impressive form of late in 
the ongoing five-match 
T20I series against Jos 
Buttler’s England. In 

three matches, Powell 
scored 120 runs at an 
average of 60 and a 
strike-rate of 187.50 
with a top score of 50 to 
show for his efforts.

In 184 T20 matches, 
Powell has racked up 
3369 runs at an average 
of 25.33 and a strike-
rate of 139.50 with one 
hundred and 14 half-
centuries to his name.

With Powell in their 
ranks, the Royals have 
three top-class over-
seas players, including 
Jos Buttler and Shim-
ron Hetmyer. In 17 IPL 
matches, Powell has 
scored 257 runs at an 
average of 19.77 with a 
top score of 67.

The Royals missed 
out on qualifying for the 
playoffs last time around 
after finishing fifth in the 
table with 14 points and 
a net run rate of +0.148 
thanks to wins in seven 
out of 14 matches.

IPL 2024 Auction: Rajasthan 
Royals buy Rovman Powell for 
INR 7.40 crores after bidding 
war with KKR DUBAI, Dec 19 (Agen-

cies): 2016 IPL champi-
ons Sunrisers Hyder-
abad (SRH) bought 
Travis Head, Australia’s 
World Cup hero, for 
Rs 6.80 crore in the 
ongoing Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 2024 
Auction in Dubai. Ini-
tially, there was surpris-
ing silence as no team 
made a bid for Travis 
Head. Eventually, SRH 
stepped in, showing 
a clear interest in bol-
stering their top order. 
Adding to the intrigue, 
CSK joined the bidding 
war, sparking a brief 
battle between the two 
franchises before CSK 
eventually withdrew 
from the competition.

Head played a pivotal 
role in Australia’s title tri-
umph in the World Cup 
2023. In the World Cup 
final, Head was instru-
mental in securing vic-
tory for his team with a 
masterful innings of 137 
runs from 120 balls at 
the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium. This outstanding 

contribution not only led 
Australia to their sixth 
World Cup title but also 
etched his name in the 
record books as only the 
seventh batter to score 
a century in a World 
Cup final. Head’s form 
throughout the tourna-
ment was consistently 
impressive, as evi-
denced by his Player of 
the Match award in both 
the semi-final and final 
matches. His semi-final 
performance against 
South Africa included 
a significant 62 runs 
and two wickets, further 
highlighting his all-round 
capabilities.

Head, who has a T20I 
strike rate of 146.17, 
also played in three of 

the recently completed 
five-match T20I series 
against India, record-
ing scores of 35 off 18, 
31 off 16, and 28 off 18. 
Despite his World Cup 
heroics, Travis Head’s 
presence in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
has been more modest.

He played for Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
in two seasons, appear-
ing in ten games. His 
IPL statistics include 
an aggregate of 205 
runs with the highest 
score of 75 not out, an 
average of 29.29, and 
a single half-century to 
his name. However, he 
went unsold at the IPL 
2023 auction, even after 
his World Cup success.

IPL Auction 2024: SRH buy 
World Cup hero Travis Head for 
Rs 6.80 crore
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Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: 

Rattan Lal Gupta, Pro-
vincial President JKNC 
has strongly criticized 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) for its Bharat 
Vikas Sankalp Yatra 
terming it as a big flop 
show. He said that BJP 
is only launching such 
programmes to create 
false narratives and mis-
lead the people by devi-
ating their attention from 
the basic issues which it 
has miserably failed to 
address. 

In a statement issued 
to media here on Tues-
day, the senior National 
Conference leader 
accused the BJP of 
coming up with new 
ideas with the sole 
motive of promoting the 
Saffron Party, least both-

ering about the common 
people of this nation.

He said the leaders of 
BJP are living in a fools’ 
paradise thinking that 
it will befool the people 
in the name of develop-
ment (Vikas) but people 
fully realize that they 
committed a blunder by 
voting Saffron to power. 
They are waiting for the 
elections to take place 
in 2024 when they will 
show the door to this 
party and its gover-
nance.

Rattan Lal Gupta said 
that carrying out events 
in the name of develop-
ment is an essential part 
of BJP’s crooked game 
plan to deceive the 
people in order to stay 
in power and Jammu 
and Kashmir bears tes-
timony to this.

He said that the people 

of this Union Territory 
are the worst victim 
of BJP’s betrayal with 
people here left to fend 
for themselves even for 
the very basic ameni-
ties.

He said it is an irony 
that tall claims are being 
made regarding unprec-
edented development 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
but the ground situation 
speaks the contrary. 

While referring to 
‘Bharat Vikas Sankalp 
Yatra’, he said that BJP 

has been conducting 
similar programmes like 
‘Back to Village’, ‘My 
Town My Pride, etc ear-
lier too but since these 
programmes failed to 
garner public support it 
now shifted to yet anoth-
er programme.

He said that in all the 
aforesaid earlier pro-
grammes the issues 
highlighted by public 
during such events 
remain unsolved even 
today.

Questioning BJP’s 
claims on development 
the senior NC leader 
asked why today there 
are unsafe school build-
ings, health centres with-
out doctors, damaged 
roads and shortage of 
power, drinking water, 
unemployment, inflation 
of rates and imposition 
of heavy burden of taxes 

by local bodies including 
the property tax on the 
people of UT.

Moreover, the students 
and employees continue 
to be on roads for their 
quite genuine rights, he 
added. He asserted that 
BJP has miserably failed 
to provide basic ameni-
ties to the common 
people in J&K.

Rattan Lal Gupta while 
cautioning the people 
not to get led away by 
the misleading state-
ments and such flop 
events conducted by 
BJP sought their support 
to National Conference 
in the Assembly elec-
tions whenever these 
are held in J&K. He 
said that only National 
Conference is capable 
of providing good gov-
ernance to the people.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: 

Impressed by the ide-
ology of Aam Aadmi 
Party, Parshotam Singh, 
Sonia Kumari, Raveena 
Kumari, Mona Khajuria 
and Asha Devi  joined  
AAP in Party office 
Bathindi, Jammu, in 
presence of Senior AAP 
leaders Rajesh Padgo-
tra, Safeer Choudhary, 
Romesh Lal Bhagat, 
Karan Attri, Agya 
Kour, S. Amrik Singh, 
Adv. Dalvinder Kumar 
Bhagat, Bachan Lal & 
others.

Welcoming new 
entrants into Party fold, 
the Sr. AAP leaders said 

that the AAP has taken 
its birth to the service of 
common man, the work-
ers, laborers & exploited 
class of the society.

He congratulated Delhi 
people for their wisdom 
& foresightedness who 
voted Kejriwal to people, 
who has, because his 
visionary pro- people 
politics & programs, rev-
olutionized & galvanized 
the Delhi UT & given a 
new concept of gov-
ernance in politics-i,e; 
“governance to serve & 
not to rule”, the Sr. AAP 
leaders said.

They further said that 
because of his most 
popular initiatives in 
Delhi, almost all Politi-

cal Parties across  the 
country,  are promising 
to dole out  Delhi pat-
tern of public initiatives-
the fundamentals  of 
every house hold- free 
electricity, free potable  
water, quality education 
in Government Institu-
tions, free quality Health  
services besides free 
Metro & Bus services 
for Women & “Chaar 
Dhaam” yatra for senior 
citizens without any 
caste, creed & colour, 
which has become 
most popular talk of the 
town, the  AAP leaders 
claimed and said that 
same facilities can be 
introduced in J&K too if 
voted to power.

BJP’s ‘Bharat Vikas Sankalp Yatra’ a flop show, game 
plan to mislead people: Rattan Lal

Impressed by its ideology, 
Several join AAP

Top News Report
DARHAL, Dec 19: The 

Department of Arabic 
Govt. Degree College 
(GDC) Darhal celebrat-
ed “World Arabic Lan-
guage Day 2023” with 
zeal & enthusiasm. 

The event was 
organized under the 
esteemed guidance of 
the Principal, Prof. Mus-
saraf Hussain Shah, 
who congratulated the 
Arabic Dept. for organiz-
ing the said program on 
the importance of Arabic 
language and also pro-
viding a golden oppor-
tunity to the college 
students to know more 
about the topic.

He said that Arabic 
is a sacred language 
because it is a language 
of Holy Quran.

Dr. Ahsan Ul Rehman 
Rizvi HOD Arabic deliv-
ered a comprehensive 
lecture on the topic. He 
told that on Dec. 18th 
1973, Arabic language 
officially became the 
sixth official language 
of the United Nations 
which already have 
French, English, Rus-
sian, Spanish, and 
Chinese. He also told 
that international day of 
Arabic celebration was 
set by UNESCO for 
each official language 
with a goal to celebrate 

multilingualism and cul-
tural diversity and pro-
mote equal use of all six 
languages throughout 
the organization.

Dr. Rizvi also talked 
about the importance 
and scope of Arabic 
Language in Govt. and 
Private Sector.

He said that hundreds 
of Universities and Col-
leges in India are teach-
ing this subject. He also 
told about the employ-
ment opportunities 
which are available to 
Arabic experts in differ-
ent Arab-based indus-
tries such as oil, travel, 
finance and translation. 
He also recited some 
beautiful Arabic Quotes 
and Quranic verses in 
his informative delibera-
tions. The proceedings 
of the program were 
conducted by Dr. Mohd 
Riaz.

A large number of stu-
dents and staff mem-
bers of the college 
participated in the pro-
gram. Prominent among 
others were Dr. Ghulam 
Abas, Dr. Mohd Saleem 
Wani, Dr. Taseem 
Ahmed, Dr Imtiaz Hus-
sain Shah, Dr. Mohd 
Akhlaq, Dr. Mohd Riaz, 
Dr. Mehwish Bukhari, 
Dr. Mukhtar Hussain, 
Ghulam Nabi, Fayyaz 
Ahmed and Samana 
Qusar.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: Event 

and Management Club 
of P. G. Department of 
Commerce organised 
Essay Writing Compe-
tition to commemorate 
the ‘Viksit Bharat@2047’ 
among the scholars and 
students of M-Com.

The competition aimed 
to provide a platform for 
young minds to reflect 
on the theme Viksit 
Bharat@2047, envision-
ing the future develop-
ment and progress of 
India as it approaches 
its centenary year of 
Independence.

Students are encour-
aged to delve into vari-
ous aspects such as 
economic growth, sus-
tainable development, 
technological advance-

ment and societal har-
mony. 

Dr Jeevan Jyoti intro-
duced the theme to 
the participants and 
impressed upon the 
young minds to use their 
creativity and intellec-
tual skills to depict their 
vision of how India might 
evolve over the next 25 
years.

She further added 
that this competition is 
organised to foster a 
sense of imagination, 
innovation and patrio-
tism among the partici-
pants.

Participants portrayed 
their vision on the 
themes like Empowered 
Indians, Thriving & Sus-
tainable Economy, Start-
ups in India, Innovation, 
Science & Technology, 

Good Governance & 
Security, India in the 
world, etc. Participants 
were evaluated on the 
basis of relevance to 
the theme, originality, 
creativity and the mes-
sage conveyed.

Prof. Neetu Andotra 
was the judge of the 
event. Dr Harleen Kaur, 
Coordinator of Event & 
Management Club and 
Dr. Deepti Abrol, Deputy 
Coordinator of Event & 
Management Club coor-
dinated the whole event. 
Dr. Jeevan Jyoti, HoD 
applauded the efforts of 
the students and distrib-
uted the certificates.

Other faculty members 
attended the event are 
Dr. Tarsem Lal, Dr. Sunil 
Kumar, Dr. Rupa Maha-
jan, Dr.Vishal Gupta and 
Dr. Sumeet Kour.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: The 

Law School in collabora-
tion with NSS Campus 
Unit 3, University of 
Jammu organized sym-
posium on topic “‘Viksit 
Bharat @ 2047 with 
special reference to 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals’ initiative 
with an aim to actively 
involve students and 
faculty members in 
shaping the vision of 
a developed India by 
2047. Dr. Shubha Vats, 
Assistant professor, law 
school addressed the 
symposium its inaugural 
speech.

She brought atten-

tion to the fact that we 
still have 25 years of 
Amritkaal ahead of us. 
To ensure that the goal 
of Viksit Bharat in 2047 
becomes a reality, we 
must strive tirelessly 
towards this Amritkaal.

22 students in total 
took part in the sym-
posium and discussed 
several facets of sus-
tainability, including 
innovation, infrastruc-
ture development, and 
access to justice, envi-
ronmental manage-
ment, zero hunger, zero 
poverty, and transparent 
and responsible institu-
tions.

Prof. (Dr.) Manju 
Jamwal, Director, The 

Law School, encour-
aged and inspired the 
students regarding their 
role in attaining the 
goals, turning India into 
a fully developed nation.

The discussion con-
cluded with vote of 
thanks by Dr Monika 
Bhardwaj, PO, NSS 
Campus Unit 3,Univer-
sity of Jammu, who said 
that the provided a plat-
form for insightful delib-
erations towards Viksit 
Bharat.

The event was attend-
ed by Dr. Seema Rohm-
etra, Dr. Monica Narang, 
Dr. Renu Jamwal, Dr. 
Upasana, Dr. Rajneesh 
, Dr. Vandita and Dr. 
Nitan Sharma.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: National Sec-

ular Forum University Unit paid 
tributes to Saheed Ram Prasad 
Bismil and Saheed Ashfaqulla 
Khan  on their 96th Death Anni-
versary at University Campus. 
Amid slogans “Ram Prasad 
Bismil Zindabad” “Saheed Ash-
faqulla Khan Zindabad” “inqu-
laab Zindabad” ‘Bharat Mata ki 
jai” and garlanded the  portraits 
of the son of soil.

Dr. Vikas Sharma Coordina-
tor Jammu District Urban, and 
Zonal Secretary, JKNC was the 
Chief Guest and TR Sharma 
(Retd KAS) presided over the 
function.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr 
Vikas Sharma threw light on the 
life and supreme sacrifices of 
Ram Prasad Bismil and Ash-
faqulla Khan.

Dr Vikas Sharma appreci-
ated the initiative taken by the 
NSF member to remember 
the death anniversary of Ram 
Prasad Bismil and Ashfaqulla 
Khan. Sharma said that the real 
tributes to the martyrs would be 
eradicating evils prevailing in 
the society like drug addiction, 

female foeticide and dowry. He 
exhorted the youth to refrain 
from drugs and intoxicants.

He also said that unemploy-
ment is all time high in the pres-
ent scenario which is the root 
cause of depression and anxi-
ety among the young generation 
following which it is becoming 
drug addicts. He said NC had 
always worked to provide more 
and more employment oppor-
tunities to the youth of the J&K.

He mentioned that during the 
Janab Omar Abdullah led NC 
government, jobs were provided 
to a large number of youth, RTI 
Act was enacted to eradicate 

corruption and several other 
revolutionary steps were taken 
to push J&K on the path of 
development. Dr Sharma urged 
the youth to come together on 
a single platform to push for 
this demand. NC would leave 
no stone unturned to achieve 
statehood for J&K.

T.R Sharma addressing on 
this occasion said that many 
freedom fighters laid down their 
life for the sake of the indepen-
dence of this country. One of 
the youngest people to walk to 
the gallows fighting for India’s 
independence was Ram Prasad 
Bismil.

Vikshay Vashist State Secre-
tary NSF said that Ram Prasad 
Bismil was an Indian poet, 
writer, revolutionary and an 
Indian freedom fighter who par-
ticipated in the Mainpuri Con-
spiracy of 1918, and the Kakori 
Conspiracy of 1925, and fought 
against British Raj. Bismil was 
hanged on 19 December 1927 
by the British for his revolution-
ary activities.

Abhishek Uppal Jammu 
District Chairman NSF also 
addressed and said that Ash-
faqulla Khan was put to death by 
hanging on 19 December, 1927, 
at Faizabad jail. This revolution-
ary man became a martyr and a 
legend among his people due to 
his love for the motherland, his 
clear thinking and loyalty.

Mohd Umar Farooq President 
University Unit delivered the 
welcome address and Vineet 
Gupta Chairman University 
Unit was delivering the vote of 
thanks.

Among those who spoke on 
the occasion included, Roshan 
Sharma, Arun Kumar, Aditya 
Kargotra and Aditya Khajuria.

Top News Report
JAMMU, Dec 19: In 

a resounding expres-
sion of concern, the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidy-
arthi Parishad (ABVP) 
vehemently condemns 
the recent decision by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Edu-
cation (BOSE) to deny 
acceptance of class 
10th examination forms 
from students enrolled in 
Private Schools across 
J&K and Ladakh estab-
lished on state land. 
This refusal, occurring 
despite ongoing High 
Court proceedings and 
an existing stay order, 
is not just deeply dis-
tressing but also casts 
a shadow on the educa-
tional landscape of the 
region.

The audacious move 
by JKBOSE has thrust 
the future of countless 
students in Jammu and 
Kashmir into jeopardy. 
The prevailing uncer-

tainty surrounding the 
acceptance of exami-
nation forms has need-
lessly burdened students 
and their families, even 
as the board has previ-
ously granted affiliation 
to all schools operating 
smoothly at the desig-
nated locations. Private 
High schools, diligently 
adhering to government 
guidelines, are not at 
fault, and the students 
within them bear no 
responsibility for the 
administrative tangle.

ABVP State Secretary 
Akshi Billowria unequivo-
cally asserts that every 
student deserves equi-
table opportunities to 
pursue education with-
out hindrance or dis-
crimination. The denial 
of examination forms 
to students enrolled in 
private schools on state 
land is not only unjust but 
utterly unacceptable.

ABVP demanded an 
immediate reconsidera-
tion of this decision by 

the Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Educa-
tion (BOSE). The welfare 
and future prospects of 
the affected students 
must be paramount in 
this deliberation. It is 
imperative to prioritize 
the educational aspira-
tions of these students, 
ensuring that adminis-
trative constraints do 
not deprive them of their 
fundamental right to edu-
cation.

In a display of unwav-
ering solidarity, ABVP 
stands shoulder to shoul-
der with the affected stu-
dents and their families. 
We urgently call upon the 
concerned authorities to 
expedite resolution in a 
manner that staunchly 
upholds the rights and 
educational pursuits of 
the students ensnared 
in this regrettable 
bureaucratic quagmire. 
The time to act is now, 
ensuring that the future 
of these promising minds 
is safeguarded from arbi-
trary disruptions.
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Darhal celebrates World 
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disregard for students’ futures

Symposium on sustainable goals under 
Viksit Bharat @2047 organised


